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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

HOLIDAY NOTICE
The offi ces and press of 
Orissa POST will remain 
closed March 14 & 15 on the 
occasion of Dola Purnima 
and Holi. Hence, there 
will be no edition of the 
paper March 15 & 16. Also, 
the weekend supplement 
Sunday POST will not be 
published.
 —EDITOR

BEd after Class XII

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 13: A 
British woman was alleged-
ly raped and molested by two 
men at a hotel in Delhi’s Ma-
hipalpur, police said Thurs-
day. Police have arrested 
both men and informed the 
British High Commission 
about the incident that hap-
pened March 11.

The woman travelled to 
India a month ago and stayed 
in Maharashtra. She came 
to Delhi March 11 to meet 
Kailash, 24, whom she met 
on Instagram recently, they 
said. She had booked a room 
at a hotel and had drinks with 
Kailash, who allegedly raped 
her. Later, a 27-year-old hotel 
housekeeper touched her in-
appropriately, they added.

British woman
raped in Delhi

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
MK Stalin’s populist attempt 
to carve out Dravidian iden-
tity on the face of what he 
termed ‘an imposing Centre’ 
took a fresh turn Thursday 
when the southern state 
replaced the Indian Rupee 
symbol ( `) with Tamil letter

in its logo for the Budget 
2025-26, which will be tabled 
Friday. The DMK chief’s move 
came amid the ruling party’s 
battle with the BJP-led Centre 
over ‘Hindi imposition’ via the 
new National Education Poli-
cy’s three-language push

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, March 13: Intensi-
fying the language tussle with 
the Centre, the Tamil Nadu 
government Thursday re-
placed the Indian Rupee sym-
bol with a Tamil letter in its 
logo for the Budget 2025-26, in 
an unprecedented move sig-
nalling its unrelenting stance 
against the three-language 
formula under the National 
Education Policy (NEP).

The move comes amidst a 
political fi restorm over the 
issue after the Tamil Nadu 
government rejected the 
NEP with CM MK Stalin ac-
cusing the Centre of trying 
to impose Hindi on the state 
under it and claimed that 
NEP was a ‘saffron policy’ 
aimed at promoting and de-
veloping Hindi and not the 
nation.

The logo for the Budget, 
released by the government 
Thursday, carried ‘Ru’, the 
fi rst letter of the Tamil word 
‘Rubaai’, which denotes 
the Indian currency in the 
vernacular language. TN 
Finance Minister Thangam 
Thennarasu is scheduled to 
table the Budget Friday. 

The logo also had the cap-
tion ‘everything for all’, in-
dicating the ruling DMK’s 
assurance of an inclusive 
governance model.

The symbol change trig-
gered a political slugfest, 
with BJP leaders attacking 
the DMK, and the ruling 
party members asking if any 

rule barred such a depiction. 
DMK MLA Ezhilan Naga-

nathan justifi ed the move 
and said there was nothing 
wrong with using the moth-
er tongue. 

Slamming the Stalin gov-
ernment’s move, BJP TN 
chief K Annamalai asked 
the CM how stupid he could 
be to do it. 

“The DMK Government’s 
State Budget for 2025-26 re-
places the Rupee Symbol 
designed by a Tamilian, 
which was adopted by the 
whole of Bharat and incor-
porated into our Currency. 
Thiru Udhay Kumar, who 

designed the symbol, is the 
son of a former DMK MLA. 
How stupid can you become, 
Thiru @mkstalin?” he said 
in a social media post.

Responding to Annamalai’s 
criticism, DMK spokesperson 
Saravanan Annadurai said no 
law opposed or stopped using 
‘Ru’ in Tamil. “Then why such 
anger,” Annadurai asked in a 
post on X. 

Senior BJP leader and 
former state unit chief Ta-
milisai Soundararajan also 
attacked the DMK. “We feel 
very sorry for the attitude of 
the TN CM and the TN gov-
ernment,” she said.

According to a govern-
ment portal, the rupee sym-
bol is an amalgam of Deva-
nagari ‘Ra’ and the Roman 
Capital ‘R’ with two parallel 
horizontal stripes running 
at the top representing the 
national fl ag and also the 
‘equal to’ sign. 

“The Indian Rupee sign 
was adopted by the Govern-
ment of India on 15th July, 
2010,” it said. 

Stalin drops ‘   ’

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 13: 
Students can enrol in a four-
year BEd course, which will 
soon be offered by teacher 
training institutes (TTIs), after 
completing Class XII, Higher 
Education Minister Suryaban-
shi Suraj said Thursday.

The course will be offered at 
eight of the 16 TTIs or BEd col-
leges while the remaining eight 
will implement the programme 
in near future, he said. 

The eight institutes inked 
pacts with the nearest govern-
ment degree colleges to imple-
ment the Integrated Teacher Ed-
ucation Programme (ITEP). The 
agreements were signed in the 
presence of the minister here.

“Our goal is to strengthen 
the foundation and infra-
structure of the colleges and 
to provide quality education 
to the students. ITEP will 
allow students to complete 
their BEd within four years 
after Class XII,” Suraj said. 
Earlier, students had to 
complete a three-year un-
dergraduate degree and then 
a two-year BEd programme, 
requiring a total of fi ve years.

“However, with ITEP, stu-
dents can directly enrol in 
the integrated programme 
and complete the course in 
four years. This initiative 
aligns with the NEP, 2020 
and aims to strengthen the 
education system in the 
state,” he said.

ISRO’s feat 
NEW DELHI/BANGALORE: 
ISRO Thursday said it has 
accomplished de-docking of 
the SpaDeX satellites, clearing 
the way for future missions 
such as exploring the moon, 
human spacefl ight, and 
building its own space station. 
Union Minister Jitendra Singh 
announced the successful 
de-docking of satellites in a 
post on X. “SpaDeX satellites 
accomplished the unbelievable 
de-docking,” Singh said.  P8

REUTERS

Moscow, March 13: Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin said 
Thursday that Russia sup-
ported a US proposal for 
a ceasefi re in Ukraine in 
principle, but that any truce 
would have to address the 
root causes of the confl ict 
and that many crucial details 
needed to be sorted out.

“We agree with the propos-
als to cease hostilities,” Putin 
told reporters in the Kremlin. 
“But we proceed from the fact 
that this cessation should be 
such that it would lead to 
long-term peace and would 
eliminate the original causes 
of this crisis.”

PUTIN 'BACKS' US 
CEASEFIRE IDEA



Mumbai: Alaya F, beyond her 
presence on the big screen, is a 
passionate fi tness enthusiast who 
continues to inspire many with her 
dedication to fi tness, diet, medi-
tation and fl exibility. Recently, 
she took on the intense ‘75 Hard 
Challenge’, known for its strict 
guidelines. It requires two daily 
workouts—one indoors and one 
outdoors, drinking 3.5 litres of wa-
ter, following a diet, avoid-
ing alcohol and cheat 
meals and reading 10 
pages of a book dai-
ly. Missing even 
one requirement 
means starting 
over.

Alaya pushed 
herself 
further by 
making it a 
‘75 Harder’ 
challenge. 
She added 
10 minutes 
of medita-
tion, did 

three workouts most days, read six 
books, practiced daily writing and 
Buddhist chanting, and eliminat-
ed gluten, sugar, meat, fried foods, 
and caffeine from her diet.

Explaining her motivation, she 
said, “While I wanted to tone my 
muscles, I mostly wanted to regain 
discipline. There was no room for 
fl exibility I had to schedule my life 
around this.” She revealed how the 
challenge reshaped her routine, in-
cluding 75 days without a night out 
due to her outdoor workouts.

Refl ecting on the journey, 
Alaya shared, “There are a 

lot of things that I will take 
forth from this experience. 

I realised I’m very comfort-
able in my own company. 
You can’t rely on others 
in this challenge, so you 
build a strong connec-
tion with yourself. I 
really enjoyed that.” 
AGENCIES

AAMIR FINDS 
LOVE YET AGAIN
Mumbai: On his 60th birthday, 
Aamir Khan surprised everyone 
by introducing his new love to the 
world. Known for keeping his per-
sonal life private, the actor made 
headlines when he introduced his 
new partner, Gauri Spratt, during 
an intimate birthday celebration 
March 13, 2025.

According to a news portal, the 
Dangal actor and Spratt fi rst met 
25 years ago and reconnected one-
and-a-half years back. The latter is 
a Bangalore resident and currently 
works in Aamir’s production ban-
ner. She has a six-year-old son. 

Spratt is of mixed heritage, with a 
Tamilian mother and an Irish father. 
Her grandfather was a freedom fi ght-
er, according to a source.  Aamir was 
previously married to Reena Dutta 
(1986–2002), with whom he shares 
two children, Ira and Junaid. He 
later married fi lmmaker Kiran Rao 
in 2005, and they have a 12-year-old 
son, Azad. Their marriage ended in 
2021, but they continue to share a 
warm bond.

Love knows no age, and Aamir 
Khan proved it by fi nding love at 
60. As his daughter Ira tied the knot 
in 2024 and his son Junaid recent-
ly made his acting debut, the actor 
begins a new chapter in his own life 
with Gauri.

Earlier, in an interview,  Aamir 
and Kiran opened up about their 
post-divorce relationship. Aamir 
shared that just because a cou-
ple parts ways, it doesn’t mean 
they must become adversaries. 
He emphasised the emotional 
connection they still share as 
a family, both personally and 
profession-
ally. 

Dark clouds may keep the sun-
shine from getting through to 
your window today, says Ganesha. Negative 
thoughts and apprehensions may cloud your 
judgement further. You will look to your family 
and friends to help you get past today. A loved 
one may play the pivotal role in changing 
your fortunes and your mood in the evening, 
predicts Ganesha.

You will be in the mood to 
break free of the rut and rou-
tine of daily life today. Trying 
to keep up with numerous deadlines will 
keep you tense with worry. You will end 
up neglecting your familial duties in pur-
suit of work related activities. You need to 
fi nd a balance between your responsibili-
ties at work and at home, says Ganesha.

Today, you will most certain-
ly pay close attention to your 
personal appearance, says 
Ganesha. After all, no one ever said look-
ing good was a crime. At work, you shall 
fi nd the resources to dig up a successful 
business tactic. If you are a job aspirant, 
an interview in the evening shall go well. 

The fairer sex will fi nd plea-
sure in both the kitchen and 
the dining table. Expect to 
host the closest in the evening for some 
food and drinks. You might just go all 
mushy and gaga over your beloved too, 
says Ganesha. Not that they would mind.

The itch of love will spread 
like a rash today. Passion will 
set you ablaze, says Ganesha. 
At work, the course of things may shift 
to being better than before. However, 
in love relationships, cold logic will rule 
over intense emotions. But sweat not in 
the heat of love, and fi nd the poignancy 
hidden within, advises Ganesha.

Logic and reasoning will 
shape your day today. You 
remain confi dent of better 
things to come in the future. Your cubicle 
may offer stress and tension, but all of 
that will be swept away by the showers of 
love and affection of your dear ones. Keep 
that smile and your chin up, says Ganesha.

When work starts to give 
nightmares, even meditation 
cannot restore the peace of 
mind. You are likely to have a similar kind 
of harrowing experience at work today, 
says Ganesha. But the day won't be 
completely dulling. It's an auspicious day 
if you have plans to buy a house or a car. 

Today, you will blow hot and 
cold. Hence, no one will know 
what to expect from you. This 
will throw your rivals off balance, keeping 
you a step ahead of them. At work, you 
will fi nally win recognition and respect. 

If legal hassles have been 
troubling you of late, they are 
likely to reach a satisfactory 
conclusion today, says Ganesha. Your 
fi nances look good. Family matters will 
keep you busy in the afternoon. Your 
evenings are likely to be fi lled with music 
or dance classes.

Today, you will try every 
practical solution at hand to 
win over somebody's affec-
tions, predicts Ganesha. Well, that little 
bit should get you going. In any case, 
you make the best possible impression 
on the opposite sex, and today will be no 
exception. In the evening, you can expect 
to spend some magical moments with 
your family members, says Ganesha.

You are honest and 
straightforward, and today 
will be no different. It's just that you can 
be too straight at times, leaving those 
around you embarrassed. Early in the 
day, small things may bother you in a 
big way. You may get involved in big 
fi nancial transactions. You will get due 
appreciation for your efforts at work.

Okay, you feel like Midas, 
says Ganesha. But remem-
ber, all that glitters is not 
gold. You must spend some time 
with your loved ones to make them 
happy. Also, you need to acknowledge 
those who contributed to your 
success. If you have kids, it's time 
to be their Santa Claus!
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leisure
SADIE SINK TO JOIN 
SPIDER-MAN CAST

SCARLETT ON REASON SHE 
AVOIDS POSE WITH FANS

Actor Sadie Sink, known for Stranger Things 
and The Whale, has reportedly boarded the 
cast of the fourth installment in the 
Spider-Man fi lm franchise. As per sources, Sink 
is the latest addition to the sequel from Sony 
Pictures and Marvel Studios which will see lead 
star Tom Holland return as Spider-Man.

Scarlett Johansson is particular about her 
boundaries with people. In an interview, the 
40-year-old revealed her long-standing policy 
when it comes to her fans. She explained that 
she likes privacy when she is not working and 
wishes to be able to do whatever she wants 
without being self-conscious.
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Alaya shares takeaways 
from fi tness challenge

BHUBANESWAR: The Hindi edi-
tion of Bhang Journeys, titled Ras 
Bhang, was launched here by Walking 
Bookfairs and Rajkamal Prakashan, 
Thursday. Authored by Walking Book-
fairs co-founder Akshaya Bahibala, the 
Hindi version was translated by Vyalok 
Pathak. Orissa POST and Dharitri Edi-
tor Tathagata Satpathy graced the event 
as the chief speaker.

“The goal of releasing the Hindi edition 
is to reach a broader audience, given the 
vast number of Hindi-speaking people in 
India,” remarked Bahibala. He also hinted 
at the possibility of an Odia translation in 
the future. 

The book recounts Bahibala’s personal 
experiences with Bhang and how it sparked 
conversations about this traditional prac-
tice. “Consumption of Bhang should not be 
stigmatised as a taboo; instead, it should be 
viewed through the lens of public health,” 

the author emphasised. Bahibala called for 
a more open and non-judgmental dialogue 
about Bhang and cannabis. 

Former lawmaker Satpathy, who had 
previously advocated for the legalisation 
of cannabis during his tenure, shared his 
insights on the subject. He compared the 
adverse effects of cannabis to those of alco-
hol, noting that while any form of intoxica-
tion is harmful, cannabis, when consumed 
in moderation, may cause less physical and 
fi nancial harm than alcohol.

Satpathy also highlighted the decline 
in reading habits, particularly among the 
younger generation, attributing it to the 
fast-paced nature of modern life and the 
impatience of today’s youth.

Adyasha Satpathy, the Chief Executive 
of Orissa POST and Dharitri, was in at-
tendance, lending her support to the event. 
Walking Bookfairs co-founder Satabdi 
Mishra was also present.        ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhang Journeys' Hindi 
version launched in City

Orissa POST and Dharitri Editor Tathagata Satpathy, Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy and 
others at the event.  OP PHOTO

Uttar Purusha, one of the oldest drama troupes of the state, presented Odia play Nareera 
Kankala  at Bhanjakala Mandap, Thursday on the second day of the event. The play, orig-
inally written in English as The Skeleton Woman by Kalki Koechlin and Prashant Prakash, 
was transcreated by well-known storyteller Saqti Mohanty. Debadutta Pati, the troupe’s 
secretary, directed and headlined the play.  OP  PHOTO

Panchamaveda’s 21st state-level drama fest: Day II



Youth Cong activists 
scuffl e with police
PNN & AGENCIES 

Bhubaneswar, March 13: Youth 
Congress activists Thursday scuffl ed 
with the police during a protest over 
alleged rise in crimes against women 
and the suspension of senior party 
MLA Taraprasad Bahinipati from 
the Assembly.

The agitators, led by 
Youth Congress leader 
Ranjit Patra, marched 
from Bhubaneswar 
Club towards the CM’s 
offi cial residence. How-
ever, they were stopped 
midway by the police, 
leading to a scuffl e.

The agitators broke 
through the police bar-
ricades before courting 
arrest. They also de-
manded formation of 
a House Committee to 
inquire into the crimes 
against women and for-
mulation of a stringent 
law to deal with cases of 
violence against women.

The outfi t came down 
heavily on the BJP, ac-
cusing its MLAs of at-
tacking Opposition party 
members in the House.

“If an MLA is not safe 
inside the House, how 
can the government 
ensure the security of 
4.5 crore people in the 
state?” it questioned.

The protesters de-
manded action against 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Mukesh Ma-
haling and senior BJP 
MLA Jaynarayan Mish-
ra for an “attack” on 
Bahinipati in Assembly 
Tuesday.

Bahinipati, a senior 
Congress MLA from 
Jeypore, was suspend-
ed from the House for 
seven days by Speaker 
Surama Padhy follow-
ing a scuffl e between 
the Congress and BJP 
members in the well of 
the House Tuesday.

Bahinipati was ac-
cused of unruly be-
haviour in the House 
while demanding a 
statement from CM 
Mohan Charan Majhi, 
who is also in charge 
of Home department, 
on “rising” violence 
against women across 
the state.

P3 
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SAFETY FIRST
Commissionerate Police sleuths 

conduct a thorough check for harmful 
chemical colours at a makeshift 

stall in Bhubaneswar ahead of 
Holi celebrations, Thursday

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, March 13: Sleuths 
from the Special Task Force 
(STF) of Bhubaneswar-Cuttack 
Commissionerate Police and 
Kolkata Police busted an illegal 
fi rearms manufacturing unit 
running from a thatched house- 
that resembled a cowshed- in a 
village on the outskirts of Cut-
tack, Thursday.    

An STF offi cial said that four 
persons, including the owner 
of the house, were taken into 
custody following the joint raid 
at the unit located in Dhulish-
war village under 42 Mouza 
police station in the morning 
hours. Thirty Mausers, sever-
al gun-making equipment and 
labeling machines were seized 
from the spot, the offi cial added.

Signifi cantly, though the ille-
gal unit ran not far away from 
the local 42 Mouza police station, 
and the owner of the house was 
previously associated with ‘Mo 
Police’ initiative, no one got a 
whiff of the large-scale oper-
ation until the Kolkata police 
obtained the intelligence while 
investigating a murder case in 
West Bengal.     

The arrested accused were 
identifi ed as Sarat Behera, own-

er of the house, Shamsher Alam 
and Mohammad Abid Hussain 
of Munger district in Bihar, and 
Mohammad Azam from West 
Bengal. According to the offi cial, 
the three suspects from outside 
states had been residing at Be-
hera’s residence since early 2024 
under false pretense. Equipment, 
including labeling machines, was 
transported into the premises via 
Sidua river embankment. The 
illegal gun making unit was se-
cretly manufacturing Mausers 
and country-made fi rearms, 
which were then smuggled to 
states like West Bengal, Bihar, 
and Jharkhand under the cover 
of darkness.

During interrogation, the ac-
cused learnt to have confessed to 
their involvement in illegal arms 
distribution. However, Behera 
claimed he had no knowledge 
of the factory’s operations. He 
stated that the three accused had 

hired his premises in January 
2024. Though they promised to 
provide identifi cation documents 
later, they are yet to do so. The 
police, however, are skeptical of 
his claims, as to how such a large-
scale operation could take place 
without his knowledge.

Locals revealed that the facto-
ry was well-hidden within bam-
boo groves and mango orchards 
near Sidua embankment. The 
suspects reportedly stayed in-
doors during the day and oper-
ated the facility at night.

The offi cial said the Kolkata 
police gathered information 
about the illegal unit while in-
vestigating a recent murder 
case where a Mauser linked to 42 
Mouza area was used. According-
ly, they shared the intelligence 
with their Odisha counterpart 
and collaborated in the raid. 
The custody of the accused will 
be transferred to Kolkata police 
following their transit remand 
from a local court, he added.

Moreover, Behera’s previous 
association with 42 Mouza ‘Mo 
Police’ initiative has further 
raised suspicion about his role 
in the operation, which is likely 
to be unraveled during further 
investigations.

Illegal gun making 
unit busted in Cuttack

The swoop follows 
intelligence inputs 

gathered during 
investigations into a 

recent murder case in 
West Bengal, where 

a Mauser linked to 42 
Mouza area was used

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 13: The 
state Assembly was adjourned 
multiple times Thursday due 
to a din created by Opposition 
BJD over the controversial Po-
lavaram Dam project in neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh. 

Congress MLAs boycotted 
the proceedings of the House for 
the second consecutive day, de-
manding withdrawal of the sus-
pension order on senior member 
Taraprasad Bahinipati.

An all-party meeting con-
vened by Speaker Surama Pad-
hy to end the Congress boycott 
also failed to yield any result. 
Bahinipati was suspended Tues-
day for seven days for “miscon-
duct and unruly behaviour”. 

As soon as the House assem-
bled for Question Hour, BJD 
members rushed to the well 
and staged a protest after their 
notice for a discussion on Pola-
varam issue was rejected by the 
Speaker. 

They shouted anti-BJP slo-
gans and accused the saffron 
party of sacrifi cing the interest 

of Odisha for the sake of NDA 
government's political gains in 
Andhra Pradesh.

Keeping in view the noisy 
scene, the Speaker fi rst ad-
journed the proceeding for 
about an hour till 11:30am and 
later four times till 4 PM.

When his party members 
were shouting in the Well of 
the House, BJD's deputy lead-
er Prasanna Acharya claimed 
that Odisha would be severely 
affected after completion of Po-

lavaram project.
“Andhra government's uni-

lateral and forceful construc-
tion of Polavaram project has 
become intolerable for Odisha. 
We demand a discussion on the 
matter,” Acharya said.

BJD's notice for a discussion 
on the project was rejected on 
the ground that the House can-
not debate on a matter which is 
sub-judice.

Senior BJD MLA Arun Ku-
mar Sahoo said Polavarm proj-

ect's design was changed during 
the NDA government though 
it was sanctioned during the 
UPA regime.  “If the matter is 
sub-judice, how did the BJP-led 
central government sanction 
`16,000 crore to Polavaram 
project in two phases? If the 
matter is sub-judice, how did 
the AP government undertake 
its construction?... Should we 
wait silently till the dam project 
inundates Odisha's villages be-
cause the matter is sub-judice?” 
Sahoo said. BJP MLA Irasish 
Acharya justifi ed the Assembly 
rejecting the notice. 

Din in House over Polavaram
Road mishaps claim 17,348 lives in 3 yrs
Bhubaneswar: As many 17,348 people have been killed and 31,441 others 
injured in road accidents in the state in the last three years, state Transport 
Minister Bibhuti Bhusan Jena informed the Assembly Thursday. In a written reply 
to a question from Biju Janata Dal (BJD) legislator Prasanta Behera, the minister 
submitted the detailed road accident data. As per the statistics furnished by 
Jena, a total of 36,030 road accidents took place in Odisha in 2022, 2023 and 2024, 
in which, 17,348 people were killed and 31,441 individuals injured. The number of 
road accidents, casualties and injured persons increased in each passing year 
over the last three years. While 5,467 people were killed in road accidents in 
2022, the death fi gure increased to 5,739 in 2023 and 6,142 in 2024. Similarly, the 
number of people injured in road accidents also increased from 10,302 in 2022 
to 10,369 in 2023 and 10,770 in 2024. The minister informed that 11,663 road ac-
cidents were reported in the state in 2022, which marginally increased to 11,992 
in 2023 and further to 12,375 in 2024. In another reply in the House, the minister 
said that 484 road accidents took place in the state in January, 2025, when the 
state was observing National Road Safety Month with an investment of `1.89 
crore. During the month, 505 people died and 472 got injured in road accidents.

8 places record 400 C
Bhubaneswar: Eight places in the state recorded a maximum 
temperature of 40 degrees Celsius or more Thursday, with 
Jharsuguda sizzling at the highest 41.4 degrees Celsius, 
the Met department said. Boudh followed Jharsuguda 
at 40.8 degrees Celsius, while Bolangir was next at 40.4 
degrees Celsius, as per the evening bulletin issued by the 
Bhubaneswar centre of India Meteorological Department’s 
(IMD). Hirakud, Titilagarh and Bhadrak towns recorded a 
maximum temperature of 40.1 degrees Celsius each. Besides, 
Baripada and Sambalpur registered the maximum temperature 
of 40 degrees Celsius each, it said. Forecasting heatwave, 
the weather offi ce has issued ‘yellow’ warning (be aware) for 
the districts of Kalahandi, Bolangir, Jharsuguda, Sundargarh, 
Angul, Boudh, Sambalpur, Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, and 
Subarnapur for Friday. Heatwave conditions are expected to 
continue for another three days, the Met centre said. The IMD 
advised people to avoid heat exposure and wear lightweight, 
light-coloured, loose, cotton clothes, and to cover their heads 
with a cloth, hat or umbrella during the peak daytime.

1,859 SNAKEBITE 
DEATHS IN 2 YRS

Odisha reported 1,859 snakebite deaths 
in two years – 2023-24 and 2024-25, 

Revenue and Disaster Management 
(R&DM) Minister Suresh Pujari informed 
the Assembly Thursday. While snakebites 
claimed 1,150 lives in 2023-24, 709 people 
died following snakebites in 2024-25, Pujar
said. According to norms, the department 
distributes compensation to the family 
members of victims from the State Disas-
ter Response Fund (SDRF) on the basis of 
local-level investigation and post-mortem 
report, Pujari said while responding to a 
query by Basta MLA Subasini Jena.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 13: 
In order to investigate the 
recovery of titanium dioxide 
from titanium minerals and 
vanadium-bearing titanium 
minerals of Indian origin, 
the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR), 
through its constituent labo-
ratory, the Institute of Miner-
als and Materials Technology 
(CSIR-IMMT) here has signed 
a research and development 
agreement with Australia’s 
national science agency 
CSIRO at the Dr RP Das Cen-
tre for Hydro, Bio and Elec-
trometallurgy here Thursday.

Speaking on the occasion, 
CSIR-IMMT director Ramanuj 
Narayan laid emphasis on 
more such collaborative 
projects on critical miner-
als in line with the National 
Critical Mineral Mission (NC-
MM) for ensuring a long term 
sustainable supply of critical 
minerals including beneficia-
tion, processing and recovery 
from end-of-life products.

The project collaboration 
will be led by CSIRO’s prin-
cipal research scientist Gou-
tam Kumar Das and CSIR-IM-
MT chief scientist and Hydro, 
Bio, and Electrometallurgy 
department head Kali San-
jay. Project coordination 
will be managed by CSIRO’s 
Critical Minerals Processing 
group leader Joanne Loh, and 
Ramanuj Narayan.

The joint collaboration 
aims to develop the process-
ing technology for extracting 
titanium and vanadium from 
ilmenite and vanadiferous 
magnetite ores, found abun-
dant in India and Australia. 

Titanium and vanadium are 
classified as critical minerals 
in both countries. Titanium is 
widely used in metal alloys, 
while vanadium is also a key 
component in redox flow bat-
teries, which are recharge-
able and well-suited for large-
scale energy storage.

The collaboration is funded 
by CSIRO’s India-Australia 
Critical Minerals Research 
Partnership, an initiative un-
der the Australian Federal Gov-
ernment’s updated India Eco-
nomic Strategy (IES) to 2035.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, March 13: Sri Sri 
University witnessed a mem-
orable afternoon Thursday as 
legendary actress, dancer, and 
cultural icon Hema Malini 
graced the campus for an exclu-
sive session titled “Echoes of an 
Era: Hema Malini Refl ects on 
Her Iconic Films and Timeless 
Artistry.” 

Held at the Shruti Auditori-
um, the event celebrated her 
remarkable contributions to 
Indian cinema and classical 
dance, drawing an enthusiastic 
audience of students, faculty, 

and distinguished guests.
The event began with the 

lighting of the ceremonial lamp 
by Hema Malini, vice-chancel-
lor Tej Partap, Director of Oper-
ations Swami Satya Chaitanya, 
and Dean Ratikant Mohapatra. 

Mohapatra, in his welcome 

address, lauded her artistic 
journey and ability to balance 
cinema and dance with grace 
and dedication. A mesmeris-
ing Odissi dance performance, 
“Vande Suryam,” by students 
set the stage for an evening of 
artistic refl ection.

During an engaging inter-
active session, Hema Malini 
shared insights into her career, 
emphasising discipline and pas-
sion in mastering both cinema 
and classical dance. 

She recalled her iconic role 
as Basanti in Sholay and how 
rigorous practice helped her 
perfect lengthy dialogues.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 13: 
Apollo Hospitals, Bhubaneswar, 
Thursday marked World Kid-
ney Day 2025 with a series of 
events aimed at raising aware-
ness about kidney health. 

The hospital aligned with 
this year’s theme, “Are Your 
Kidneys OK?”,  organising a 
patient awareness programme, 
a quiz session, and an in-house 
interactive discussion to pro-
mote preventive care and ear-
ly detection of kidney-related 
ailments.

The events were designed to 
educate the community on the 
importance of regular medical 
checkups, healthy lifestyle 
choices, and proactive kidney 
care. Apollo Hospitals encour-
aged public participation, rein-
forcing its commitment to pro-
viding world-class healthcare 
solutions.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Chief Operating Offi cer and 

DMS Alok Srivastava high-
lighted the hospital’s expertise 
in kidney care and its ongo-
ing efforts to enhance patient 
well-being. 

Chief Nephrologist Nisith 
Mohanty conducted an in-
formative session on kidney 
health, stressing the need for 
a balanced diet, proper hydra-
tion, and regular exercise in 
preventing kidney diseases. 

He also emphasized the im-
portance of early detection 
through routine checkups and 

monitoring of critical health 
parameters.

Adding to the discussion, Ne-
phrologist Kumar Avijeet Dash 
shared insights on patient-cen-
tric approaches to managing 
kidney health, offering practi-
cal guidance to attendees.

Apollo Hospitals reiterated 
its dedication to spreading 
awareness and providing top-
notch healthcare services, 
urging individuals to prioritise 
kidney health through preven-
tive measures.

WORLD KIDNEY DAY

Awareness events by City Apollo Hospitals POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, March 13: The centu-
ries-old Pinchabania Holi festival, 
once a grand cultural spectacle 
in the Balasore and Mayurbhanj 
districts, is witnessing a decline 
in its traditional vibrancy. Recog-
nized across Odisha, West Bengal, 
Bihar, and Jharkhand as Pinch-
abania Dola Melan, the festival 
has seen a major shift, with the 
iconic Radha-Krishna palanquin 
processions disappearing in re-
cent years.

Earlier, multiple Rad-
ha-Krishna idols from distant 
villages participated in the Do-
la Melan, adding to its spiritual 
fervour. However, this practice 
has dwindled, with only locally 
worshipped village deities now 
featuring in the event. 

While commercial activities 
have expanded, the festival’s 
age-old traditions are fading, 
raising concerns among cul-
tural enthusiasts.

The four-day fair continues 
to attract over a lakh visitors, 
with trade stalls offering tra-
ditional handicrafts such as 

Khiching’s stone fi gurines, 
Remuna’s brassware, Pipili’s 
applique work, and bamboo 
artifacts from Chandaneswar 
and Bhograi. 

Other popular items include 
bamboo baskets, fi shing nets, 
hand fans, and household 
wares. Despite its rich history, 
the festival lacks state support 
from the Culture and Tourism 
department, making its revival 
uncertain. Dola Mela Cultural 
Committee president Sanjay 
Kumar Sethi has urged the 
government to organize cultur-
al exhibitions and awareness 
programmes to restore its tra-
ditional signifi cance.

The Pinchabania fairground 
in Balasore was auctioned for 
`6.15 lakh, while the Purunia 
fairground in Mayurbhanj 
fetched `5.77 lakh, as per block 
offi ce sources.

CSIR-IMMT inks 
pact with CSIRO

Hema Malini charms Sri Sri varsity audience

Pinchabania Holi faces decline

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 13: The 
Crime Branch of Odisha Police 
Thursday arrested Biju Yuva 
Janata Dal state vice-president 
Soumya Shankar Chakra, alias 
Raja Chakra, in connection 
with an alleged multi-crore 
mining and transport scam.

The Orissa High Court 
Wednesday rejected Chakra’s 
plea seeking interim protection 
from arrest.

Additional DGP, CID, Crime 
Branch Vinaytosh Mishra said 
Chakra was interrogated and 
asked to clarify his role in the 
scam and then he was arrested.

The Economic Offence Wing 
of the Crime Branch had earli-
er in February 2025 registered 
a case based on a complaint 
of alleged irregularity in the 
functioning of Gandhamardan 
Loading (GML) Agency and a 
transporting cooperative soci-
ety limited and misappropria-
tion of funds of the cooperative 
society in the mineral-rich Ke-
onjhar district.

“In the course of the inves-
tigation, it was found that the 
loading agency had earned 
around `185 crore from 2017-18 
to March 24. The investigation 
also revealed that the coopera-

tive society president and secre-
tary, namely Manas Barik and 
Utkal Das, with the help of some 
other local infl uential persons 
had defrauded huge sums,” the 
ADGP said, adding that though 
`34 crore was taken in the name 
of peripheral development, but 
no work was done.

Similarly, `9.1 crore was tak-
en away and paid to a petrol 
pump, which had not supplied 
any fuel to GML, rather, it was 
supplying fuel to the vehicles of 
one Soumya Shankar Chakra, 
whose payment was being done 
by GML, an offi cial note said.

The investigation also re-
vealed that about ̀ 33 crore were 
distributed to local villagers 
who are supposed to be mem-
bers of cooperative society. “It 
was further found that around 
`74 crore have been shown as 
loading charges and labour pay-
ments. The corresponding mus-
ter roll and vouchers indicate a 
huge mismatch. It has been de-
cided to get the period audited 
after which detailed defalcation 
would be known. 

It is to further inform that 
the society has not conducted 
audit since 2012 and 2013,” an 
offi cial statement of the crime 
branch said.

It also said that though 
Chakra was not associated with 
the society on paper, he was dic-
tating terms through his hench-
men Sadashiv Samal, Sudhansu 
Shekhar Naik and Samir Jena.

“So far, the CB has seized 42 
vehicles belonging to Raja 
Chakra, the statement said, 
adding that based on finan-
cial investigation, several 
bank accounts have been 
frozen,” it said.

BJD LEADER HELD 
IN MINING SCAM

By virtue of  an affi davit 
sworn before Executive 
Magistrate, Tihidi, I, 
Abhimanyu Gochhayat, 
S/o- Dushasan 
Gochhayat of  Vill/P.O.-
Kolha, P.S.-Tihidi, 
Dist- Bhadrak, Odisha, 
Pin-756130 declare by 
this affi davit No.-2816, 
dtd.09.07.2024, that 
now onwards I shall be 
known as Abhimanyu 
Gochhayat for all future 
purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

I, Pragnyesh Panigrahi, 
S/o. Satyanarayan 
Panigrahi, R/o. 
Ghodaghatpada, 
P.S.- Sonepur, Dist.- 
Subarnapur have 
lost the ROR copy 
of  Suratarangini 
Panigrahi, Khata 
No. 814 Sonepur 
Town Unit-2 on dated 
11.03.2025, while I 
went to Block Chowk 
from my residence 
Ghodaghatpada. Inspite 
of  my thorough search 
I could not trace out the 
same.

I, Sri Sameer Kumar 
Sahoo (29), S/o 
Gouranga Sahoo of  
Vill - Bahadajholla, 
P.S. - Odagaon, Dist. 
- Nayagarh I do here 
by declare that I have 
misplaced my sale deed 
No. 778 dt. 24.04.1990 
& ROR No. 869/154 
& other documents. 
Some where in his 
residence to Nuagaon 
to mahipur under P.S. - 
Jurisdiction If  any one 
found these document 
kindly contact - Sameer 
Kumar Sahoo, S/o 
- Gouranga Sahoo, 
At - Bahadajholla, 
P.S. - Odagaon, Dist. - 
Nayagarh.

LOST

Woman faints during protest
BHUBANESWAR: A woman member of 
Sanatani Kesaria Hindu Bahini fainted 
while staging a fast-onto-death protest 
demanding grant of national animal 
status to cow, and laws for prohibiting 
their slaughter, at Lower PMG Square 
here, Thursday.  The protestor, identifi ed 
as Binduja Upadhyay, was immediately 
rushed to a nearby hospital in an am-
bulance for treatment.  President of the 
outfi t which works towards protection of 
cattle, Santosh Kumar Bhola, said, “We 
have been protesting since the last cou-
ple of days, urging the Union and state 
governments to ensure security for cows 
as cases of cattle smuggling is on the 
rise. We also demand national animal 
status for cows. Although three of our 
activists have fallen ill, we will continue 
our fi ght till our demands are met.” 

TAKING STOCK: The Srimandir Cultural Committee, led by Gajapati Dibyasingha Deba, reviews development work in and around Srimandir and 
Gundicha Temple in Puri, Thursday OP PHOTO

The collaboration aims to 
develop the processing 

technology for extracting 
titanium and vanadium from 

ilmenite and vanadiferous 
magnetite ores

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 13: 
The Commissionerate Police 
Thursday claimed to have 
made a major breakthrough 
in bike-lifting cases in the City 
with the arrest of four mem-
bers of a notorious gang. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (DCP) Jagmohan Meena 
said Dipuna Mallick alias Chu-
na, 24, Bijaya Kumar Khatei 
alias Kundura, 30, Taslim Khan 
alias Tuku, 41, and Deepak Ku-
mar Das alias Raja, 25, were in-
volved in about 40 cases of mo-
torcycle thefts all over the state, 
with 10 in the Bhubaneswar Ur-
ban Police District (UPD) area.

Police recovered 10 motorcy-
cles, two number plates, and a 
bunch of duplicate keys from the 
accused. Meena said police got a 
whiff about the gang’s activities 
while investigating a motorcy-
cle theft complaint lodged by Old 

Town resident Prabir Mohanty 
at Lingaraj police station Febru-
ary 6, this year.

The DCP said the com-
plainant had parked his Royal 
Enfi eld motorcycle (OD 02 CT 
7203) in front of his house when 
it was stolen. After a month-
long chase, the special squad ar-
rested the foursome from their 
hideouts in the City on credible 
intelligence, Meena added.

During their interrogation 
police learnt that Dipuna and 
Bijaya used to steal vehicles 
from busy market locations 

using duplicate keys, and later 
sold those to Taslim and Deep-
ak. They would particularly 
target old Honda motorcycles 
as those were easier for them 
to unlock with duplicate keys. 

Meena said Taslim and 
Deepak used to sell the stolen 
vehicles in Kakatapur and As-
taranga areas. In a few cases, 
they dismantled the vehicles 
and sold the parts to garages.

The accused were booked un-
der the Section 303 (2) of BNS, 
and produced before a local 
court for remand.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 13: A 
new community radio station 
titled ‘Radio Bhubaneswar 89.2 
FM – The Temple City Radio’ 
is set to launch soon in the 
Capital city by Outreach, and 
will broadcast on 89.2 MHz FM 
band, announced its founder 
Subrat Kumar Pati recently.

The Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting, and Out-
reach have signed the neces-
sary agreements for the launch.

“Radio Bhubaneswar will 
feature programmes covering 
a wide range of topics, includ-
ing agriculture, education, arts, 
culture, sports, traffi c aware-
ness, environmental pollution, 
and human rights,” said Pati. 

“Additionally, it will inform 
residents of Bhubaneswar and 
surrounding areas about vari-

ous state and Central govern-
ment schemes and initiatives. 
The station will work closely 
with local administration to 
cater to the needs of City resi-
dents through its programmes,” 
she added.

For the past 11 years, Out-
reach has been organising 
country’s only radio fair in 
the City to promote and pop-
ularise radio broadcasting. In 
2023, Outreach established its 
fi rst community radio station, 
‘Radio Outreach’, in Jagatsing-
hpur district. 

Bike theft gang busted; 4 heldNew community radio 
station to launch soon 

The accused were 
booked under the 
Section 303 (2) of 

BNS, and produced 
before a local court 

for remand
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Kendrapara, March 13: Res-
idents of Charigharia village, 
located inside the Bhitarkanika 
National Park in Kendrapara 
district, are reportedly plan-
ning to intensify their agitation 
for adequate resettlement as 
their decade-old struggle over 
the same has yielded no results 
so far.

At present, over 70 house-
holds in the village, which 
falls under Rajnagar Forest 
Division, are living in a per-
petual state of anxiety as they 

have been slapped with repeat-
ed eviction notices from the 
Forest department, while the 
district administration has 
started preparations for their 
eviction without making any 
resettlement arrangements, 
reports said.

They demand their rehabil-
itation in line with relocation 
of Satabhaya villagers in Ra-
jnagar block to Bagapatia. Re-
location of Satabhaya residents 
was necessitated due to coastal 
erosion.

“We have been fi ghting for re-
location to Bagapatia for over a 
decade now. However, a recent 
eviction notice has heightened 
our concerns,” Santosh Kumar 
Sarkar, a resident of Charigh-
aria village. Sarkar claimed 
that their ancestors had been 
living in the area long before 
Bhitarkanika was declared a 
national park.

In the aftermath of 1971 cy-
clone, four families settled 
down in the area, giving rise 
to the name ‘Charigharia Sa-
hi’. At present, the number of 
households has grown to over 

70. The Central government de-
clared Bhitarkanika a wildlife 
sanctuary in 1975, and upgrad-
ed it to a national park in 1998. 

According to villager Reshmi 
Das, life in Charigharia has be-
come increasingly dangerous. 
“The Forest department has 
dug canals near the village 
which have become breeding 
grounds for crocodiles. Villag-
ers and livestock frequently fall 
victim to crocodile and other 
wildlife attacks,” Das said.

She said despite living in a 
forest area, strict restrictions 
imposed by the Forest depart-
ment have hindered their tra-
ditional livelihood activities, 
such as fi rewood collection. 

While many villagers are 
willing to relocate, they ex-
pressed frustration over the 
administration's alleged lack 
of urgency in facilitating the 
process.

Sukumar Das, another vil-
lager, stated that the villagers 
are ready to shift immediately 
if the government included 
them in the resettlement plan 
and provided land and fi nan-
cial assistance in Bagapatia. He 
said the villagers have staged 
repeated protests and hunger 
strikes over the demand for fair 
resettlement.

Meanwhile, tehsildar Amiya 
Kumar Swain said that the pro-
cess of relocating Charigharia 
residents to Bagapatia is under 
consideration. “A total of 148 
families have been identifi ed 
for relocation,” he said. Swain 
claimed that ‘some individuals’ 
are trying to claim multiple 
plots under the resettlement 
scheme.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rajnagar, March 13: The 
movements and lifestyle of the 
endangered Olive Ridley sea 
turtle still remain shrouded in 
mystery, despite extensive con-
servation efforts being under-
taken owing to their signifi cant 
role in maintaining ecological 
balance. 

To study their migration pat-
terns and shed light on their se-
cret underwater lives, scientists 
from the Wildlife Institute of In-
dia (WII) have deployed satellite 
tags on two Olive Ridley turtles 
at Nasi in Gahirmatha beach 
here in Kendrapara district.

Every year, lakhs of these 
turtles gather at Gahirmatha 
for mass nesting, but research-
ers still do not fully under-
stand where they come from, 
why they choose this location, 

or where they go after laying 
the eggs. While scientists have 
observed both hatchlings and 
egg-laying adult turtles, juvenile 
and sub-adult turtles remain 
elusive, adding to the mystery 
of the species’ life cycle.

For the fi rst time in several 
years, researchers from WII 
have tagged two turtles with 
satellite transmitters. The 
matter came to the fore after a 
team from WII reached the Nasi 
Islands at Gahirmatha and at-
tached the devices to the turtles 
Wednesday. The collected data 
will be analysed by WII’s Dehra-
dun-based research centre.

This year, 6,06,933 Olive Rid-
ley turtles participated in the 
mass nesting event at Gahir-
matha. At Nasi-2 Island alone, 
3,11,483 turtles laid eggs, while 
another 2,95,450 turtles nested 
at Nasi-1—the highest record-
ed number in 33 years. Female 
turtles come ashore to lay eggs, 
while males spend their entire 
lives in the ocean. A total of 10 
previously tagged turtles were 
observed nesting at Gahirmatha 
this year. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dhenkanal, March 13: Af-
ter mangoes, the demand for 
Dhenkanal’s green papaya is 
growing internationally. The 
fruit’s unique taste and health 
benefi ts have sparked interest 
among consumers abroad.

A total of one tonne green pa-
paya, cultivated by 14 women 
farmers from the Saptasajya 
Agro Producer Company un-

der Sadar block of Dhenkanal 
district, was exported to Lon-
don last week. Similarly, green 
papaya harvested from Ghatip-
iri area of Odapada block was 
shipped to Dublin in Ireland, 
through the Madan Mohan Co-
operative Society. This marks 
the fi rst time that green papa-
ya from Dhenkanal has been 
exported outside India.

Most of these women farmers 
belong to tribal communities. 

The Agricultural and Processed 
Food Products Export Develop-
ment Authority (APEDA) facili-
tated the export process, aiming 
to provide signifi cant economic 
benefi ts to local farmers.

Previously, mangoes grown 
in Dhenkanal had been ex-
ported to Dubai. With rising 
demand for fruits like green 
papaya and mangoes grown in 
the region, there is a crucial 
need for cold storage facilities.

Meanwhile, farmers have 
urged authorities to oper-
ationalise the abandoned 
mango hub and the fruit and 
vegetable preservation cen-
tre located along the national 
highway in Gobindpur under 
Sadar block.

Dhenkanal Deputy Direc-
tor of Horticulture, Gitashree 
Padhi, stated that green papaya 
from the district has been ex-
ported to London and Ireland 
for the fi rst time through Sap-
tasajya Agro Producer Compa-
ny and the Madan Mohan Co-
operative Society, with support 
from APEDA. She emphasised 
that such initiatives would en-
courage farmers and strength-
en their economic standing.

Future indefi nite, present 
tense for Charigharia locals

More than 70 households 
in Charigharia village, 

which falls under 
Rajnagar Forest Division, 
are living in a perpetual 
state of anxiety as they 
have been slapped with 

repeated eviction notices 
from the Forest 

department

In a 1st, Odisha exports green 
papaya to London, Dublin

Satellite tagging to track
Olive Ridley movementsBizman’s body 

donated to MKCG
Berhampur: Family members of 
a businessman in Berhampur 
town donated his body to the 
government-run MKCG Medical 
College and Hospital here 
Wednesday for research, an 
offi cial said. Donating bodies 
for medical research is not 
uncommon in the country, but in 
this case, the businessman did 
not pledge his body. It was his 
family's decision to hand it over 
to the medical college for the help 
of research. The body of Jammula 
Satyanarayana, 66, was handed 
over to the college authorities 
by his family members in the 
presence of his relatives and 
friends. Before donating his body, 
they also donated his two eyes to 
the Ophthalmology department 
of the medical college. “Amid 
the grief, we feel proud as his 
cadavers will benefi t several 
medical students of the college 
for their studies and research 
works,” said J Vamsi, son of the 
deceased.  Satyanarayana died 
in the morning of a heart attack 
while undergoing treatment at 
the same medical college and 
hospital here.

Drunk man stabs son
to death in Balasore
Balasore: A 17-year-old boy was 
stabbed to death allegedly by his 
father in Balasore district, police 
said Thursday. The incident 
occurred in Narama village under 
Khaira police limits Wednesday 
night, they added. According to 
police, Jogendra Sing returned 
home drunk and started beating 
his wife Muni Sing following 
an altercation. When their son 
Rajesh intervened to stop the 
scuffle, Jogendra, in a fit of rage, 
grabbed a knife and stabbed 
his son in the chest, police said. 
Relatives and neighbours rushed 
the injured teenager to Oupada 
hospital and later shifted him 
to Soro hospital, where doctors 
declared him brought dead. 
Police have detained Jogendra 
and are currently investigating 
the incident. Jogendra had 
migrated to Narama from Udala 
in neighbouring Mayurbhanj 
district about six years ago.

Sambalpur: A first-year 
engineering student of Veer 
Surendra Sai University of 
Technology (VSSUT) in Burla 
drowned in the power channel 
of Hirakud dam while bathing, 
Thursday. The deceased has been 
identified as Priyanshu Prakash 

Behera, 
19, son 
of Sanjay 
Behera 
from 
Dhenkanal. 
Priyanshu 
was 

pursuing civil engineering at 
VSSUT. According to reports, 
Priyanshu and some of his friends 
went to the power channel of 
Hirakud dam Thursday morning for 
a bath. While bathing, the 19-year-
old was swept away into deep 
water and drowned. His friends 
immediately rescued him and 
rushed him to Veer Surendra Sai 
Institute of Medical Sciences and 
Research (VIMSAR), but doctors 
declared him brought dead.

VSSUT student drowns 
while bathing in dam

POST NEWS NETWORK

Basudevpur, March 13: Two 
horses have been on the ram-
page in Basudevpur area of 
Bhadrak district terrorising 
people as more than 20 individ-
uals have been bitten by the 
horses over the past 15 days.

The horses have been roam-
ing freely in Basudevpur mar-
ket and surrounding areas 
and entering shops in search 
of food. It remains unclear 
whether they are aggressive 
due to hunger or exhibiting 
some other abnormal be-
haviour. One of the horses has 
been in the area for nearly a 
month, while the other arrived 
recently. However, their ori-
gin remains unknown.

Despite repeated attempts, 
local authorities have failed 
to capture the horses. The 
Forest department, Animal 
Husbandry department, and 
municipality have not taken 
effective action, leading to 
growing frustration among 
residents.

Concerns regarding public 
safety have been raised during 
a road safety awareness meet-
ing attended by District Col-
lector Dilip Routaray, MLA 
Ashok Kumar Das, and police 
offi cials.

When questioned, Municipal 
Executive Offi cer Sudhanshu 
Mohan Swain stated that steps 
would be taken to capture the 
horses with the support of rel-
evant departments. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Ramanaguda, March 13: A 
15-year-old girl committed sui-
cide by hanging after she lost 
a signifi cant amount of money 
while playing an online game 
on her mobile phone at Ganap-
tiguda village under this block 
in Rayagada district.

The deceased, identifi ed as 
Saina Sahu, 15, ended her life 
by hanging using a scarf. The 
matter came to the fore after 
her aunt Lili Pattnayak lodged 
a complaint in this connection at 

the Ramanaguda police station 
Wednesday evening.

Police sources said the girl 
used to live with her grand-
mother and was regularly play-
ing an online game. She had 
reportedly lost over lakhs in 
the game but continued playing 
despite repeated warnings from 
her family. She told her grand-
mother Wednesday that she was 
going to the toilet in the back-
yard but did not return for long. 
When her grandmother went to 
check, she found Saina hanging 
and immediately informed the 

police. Gunupur SDPO Babuli 
Nayak, Tehsildar Pranakrish-
na Panigrahi, Ramanaguda IIC 
Sunita Behera, and ASI Pruth-
wiraj Jhankar reached the spot 
and recovered the body. A scien-
tifi c team was also pressed into 
the service.

Police registered a case and 
handed over the body to her fam-
ily members after post-mortem.

When contacted, IIC Suni-
ta Behera said that the actual 
reason behind the death could 
be ascertained only after the 
post-mortem report is available. 

Minor girl loses money in online game, kills self

Horses run amok in
Basudevpur as police
race to rein them in

POST NEWS NETWORK

Hatadihi, March 13: A court in 
Anandapur of Keonjhar district 
Thursday sentenced a 68-year-
old woman to life imprisonment 
and slapped a penalty of `10,000 
after convicting her for the mur-
der of her friend. 

The convict was identifi ed as 
Sara Naik of Mathadahi village 
under Soso police limits in Ke-
onjhar district. The Additional 
District and Sessions Judge Pra-
jyoti Rout delivered the verdict 
after reviewing witnesses’ testi-
monies and evidence. In default, 
she has to undergo an additional 
year in prison.

The case dates back to June 

25, 2022, when Sara bludgeoned 
her friend, Jashoda Patra, with 
stones. Patra’s daughter, Shan-
tilata, found her in critical con-
dition near Podasingidi village 
and rushed her to Anandapur 
Sub-Divisional Hospital, where 
doctors pronounced her dead.

Following a complaint fi led 
by Shantilata, offi cials at Soso 
police station registered a case 
(110/2022) and arrested Naik the 
next day. Out of 20 witnesses 
presented in court, 15 testifi ed 
against the accused, leading to 
her conviction.

Defence lawyer Subash Bish-
wal stated that the court handed 
down the life sentence based on 
the evidence presented. 

Life imprisonment to elderly
woman for friend’s murder

Swain receives ‘Horizon Bookers Award’
Balasore: The literary branch of the ‘Prajapati’ organisation, ‘Akshara’, organised the 
‘Horizon Bookers Award’ ceremony at the Atithya conference hall here, aiming to 
connect Odia literature with national and international literary works, readers and 
writers. In the presence of students, writers, and readers, Ramesh Chandra Mishra, 
retired registrar of Puri Jagannath Sanskrit University, inaugurated the event. Book is 
a friend to humans and nourishment for the soul, he said adding that true literature 
is an invaluable asset to humankind, and it is essential for future generations to 
read and cherish it. In the event, organised under the chairmanship of poet Prashant 
Das, founder of ‘Prajapati’, honoured guest poet Dhananjay Swain expressed that a 
writer’s perspective and thoughts are refl ected through their written works and sig-
nifi cantly impact the reading community. As Horizon guests, poet and editor Krushna 
Kumar Mohanty, poet and storyteller Gangadhar Vishal, poet and publisher Sridev, 
poet and publisher Abhaya Das, bureau chief of ‘Samaj’ Shashiranjan Mallik, and edu-
cationist Sudhanshu Panda shared their opinions about the importance of literature 
from different languages. They mentioned that when a reader gets acquainted with 
literature from various languages, they connect with a broader literary community, 
creating a beautiful sense of curiosity. Each writer’s life is a unique confl uence of im-
agination and reality. The guests presented poet Dhananjay Swain with the ‘Horizon 
Bookers Award-2025’ for his poetry book Tuma Gaon Barsha.



‘D
ilwalon ke dilka qa-
rar lootne…main 
aayihoon UP, Bihar 
lootne…”   The lyr-

ics of the super-hit song from 
the 1999 fi lm ‘Shool’ were once 
a metaphor for the criminalized 
politics of the Hindi heartland. 
In an era where criminal-poli-
tician nexus was institutional-
ized across large swathes of the 
Indo-Gangetic plains, the song 
referred derisively to the ‘cash 
and carry’ politics of the time. 
UP-Bihar politicians cried foul 
at being caricatured as gang-
sters, the rest of the country 
seemed relieved that their pol-
itics was somehow less coarse. 

A quarter of a century later, 
it is apparent that the rot is no 
longer confi ned to a few states. 
Viral videos last week showed 
how in a village in Beed district 
of Maharashtra, the accused 
beat up a sarpanch with rods, 
tortured him, even urinating on 
his body before killing him. The 
horrifi c murder was captured 
on camera, almost as if the ac-
cused felt emboldened enough to 
show off their clout to the gazing 
audience. No surprise that the 
prime accused in a case that has 
shocked Maharashtra is a key 
aide of state minister, Dhanan-
jay Munde. The murder took 
place in early December. The 
videos have only surfaced now, 
the public outcry eventually 
forcing the minister to resign. 

A belated resignation how-
ever cannot mask the reality 
of just how politics has become 
a criminal enterprise in many 
parts of India. The accused 
in this case were reportedly 
running an extortion rack-
et, demanding money from a 
Mumbai-based wind energy 
company that had invested in 
the region. When the coura-
geous sarpanch tried to inter-
vene and stop the extortion bid, 
he was ‘eliminated’. Could the 
accused have acted with such 
impunity unless they had the 
patronage of the minister? Was 
the minister controlling them 
or was the gang operating as an 
autonomous outfi t? 

Let’s set the context. Beed is 
one of the most backward re-

gions in Maharashtra and the 
country. A drought-prone belt 
of Marathwada, Beed provides 
approximately 70% of farm la-
bour to the more prosperous 
sugar heartland of southern 
Maharashtra. Limited sources 
of income have thrown up a 
vicious cycle of debt and pov-
erty from which Beed has been 
unable to extricate itself. Crime 
then becomes a lucrative option 
for many unemployed youth: a 
senior journalist from neigh-
bouring Aurangabad tells me 
that Beed has witnessed many 
such brazen ‘political’ murders 
in the last few years.      

For the last three decades, 
Beed’s politics has been con-
trolled by the Munde family. 
The family fi efdom was built by 
Gopinath Munde, an ambitious 
BJP leader with strong links 
to the RSS. The rugged son-of-
the-soil Munde belonged to the 
Vanjari community, a populous 
OBC grouping that was in direct 
competition with the more po-
litically infl uential Marathas. 
Brother-in-law to the more 
urbane Pramod Mahajan, an-
other stalwart BJP leader from 
Maharashtra, Munde gradually 
established himself as the par-
ty’s mass OBC face, eventually 
becoming Maharashtra’s deputy 
CM in 1995 in a BJP-Shiv Sena 
coalition government. He was 
appointed a Union minister in 
the fi rst Modi government in 
2014, only to die in a tragic car 
accident barely weeks after mov-
ing to Delhi.   The BJP leader’s 

sudden death triggered a turf 
battle: his nephew Dhananjay 
Munde versus his daughter Pan-
kaja. The 49-year-old nephew 
was once a BJP Yuva Morcha 
state president who resigned 
from the party in 2013, joined 
the NCP and took on his cousin 
Pankaja from the family bastion 
of Parli in Beed. Where he had 
begun his career in his uncle’s 
shadow, he now found refuge in 
Sharad Pawar’s embrace. Con-
troversies swirled around him, 
including a rape complaint in 
2021. With characteristic swag-
ger, Munde claimed that he was 
in a relationship with the com-
plainant’s sister and had two 
children from her. The rape 
charge did not stick and Munde 
adroitly switched sides with Ajit 
Pawar in 2023 to become part 
of the Mahayuti government. 
This time, the heinous murder 
charge has forced Munde to re-
sign: the prime accused in the 
sarpanch murder Valmik Karad 
has managed the minister’s con-
stituency for years and the duo 
reportedly share common busi-
ness interests. 

In a sense, Munde’s case 
typifi es the shifting nature of 
Maharashtra’s politics. Where 
once the state prided itself on 
its reformist zeal, its politics 
is now defi ned by a totally im-
moral ‘power at all costs’ eco-
system. Cash, crime and cor-
ruption under the veil of caste 
and communal identity politics 
have created a toxic mix, one 
where there is total ideological 

bankruptcy and only a desire 
for self-aggrandisement.  Where 
Gopinath Munde came through 
the Sangh Parivar womb and 
remained committed to the 
party, his nephew, like many 
contemporary Maharashtra 
politicians, has benefi tted 
from the opportunistic politics 
of splits and defections that has 
wrecked the state’s party sys-
tem. Is it any surprise then that 
those associated with Dhanan-
jay actually thought that they 
could get away with a murder 
on camera? After all, when 
political compromise and de-
pravity is the name of the game, 
who will draw the red lines of 
acceptable behaviour? 

Which is why the ‘Ma-
ha-crime’ in Beed must become 
another wakeup call that Maha-
rashtra and indeed the country 
so desperately needs. A ‘Mag-
netic Maharashtra’ or a ‘Viksit 
Bharat’ can hardly be built on 
the edifi ce of lumpenised pol-
itics. Sadly, the media cheer-
leaders are so carried away with 
well-spun slogans that the grime 
that lies beneath the glitter of a 
‘5 trillion economy’ is barely 
noticeable. Like Beed, there are 
many other corners of India 
where local mafi a and their po-
litical bosses still call the shots.  

Which is why instead of 
holding fancy investment sum-
mits in fi ve star hotels, maybe 
our governments should fi rst 
hold law and order meetings 
in every district headquarters 
where an unambiguous mes-
sage is delivered that there 
will be zero tolerance for 
law-breakers, irrespective of 
their political infl uence. 

Post-script: On a morning 
walk along Mumbai’s Marine 
Drive, I met a retired IAS offi cer 
who said he wasn’t surprised 
with what had transpired in 
Beed. “The chickens have come 
home to roost. Earlier, politi-
cians fl irted with criminals, 
now the criminals have simply 
taken over politics!”    

The writer is a senior 
journalist and author 

whose latest book is 2024: 
The Election That 
Surprised India. 

Since ancient times, thinkers have asked whether we freely choose 
what we do or if our actions are determined by forces beyond our 
control. That debate has been given new impetus by scientifi c 

discoveries that have advanced our understanding of the causes of our 
behaviour. Robert Sapolsky, a Stanford University neuroscientist and 
recent guest on the podcast “Lives Well Lived,” which I co-host with 
the Polish philosopher Katarzyna de Lazari-Radek, is one of these 
science-based determinists.

In his book Determined: A Science of Life Without Free Will, 
Sapolsky argues that free will is an illusion. Consider Joe, who de-
cides that he should eat a healthy diet. He meets a friend at a café, 
and the friend orders a particularly tempting slice of cake, and urges 
Joe to order one, too. But Joe resists. He may think he exercised his 
free will and deserves some credit. No, Sapolsky would say: he was 
able to choose not to order the cake because of his genes, or perhaps 
because of the way he was brought up – in any case, because of factors 
over which he had no control.

Because our actions are determined, Sapolsky says, we are not mor-
ally responsible for them, and do not deserve praise or blame for what 
we do. He deplores the fact that that all over the world, in everyday life, 
from courtrooms to classrooms, at award ceremonies and in eulogies, 
we cling, with “ferocious tenacity” to our belief in free will.

What’s wrong with this argument is not the claim that everything 
has a cause, nor the belief that everything in the universe, including 
our behaviour, is determined. We can grant 
that if someone knew everything there is 
to know about our genes and our environ-
ment, they could predict our behaviour. 
The fl aw in Sapolsky’s argument, and 
that of many others before him, is that he 
fails to recognise the distinction between 
behaviour that results from a choice we 
make, and behaviour that does not.

Consider George and Mary. George de-
velops a grudge against his neighbour, who 
often ignores him when they pass each oth-
er on the street. George knows that every 
morning the unfriendly neighbour goes to 
a nearby station to catch a train to work, 
and George decides that this creates an 
opportunity to get rid of him.

George follows his neighbour to the plat-
form, waiting for an opportunity to push 
him in front of the train as it arrives. For 
several days, the neighbour stands too far 
back from the edge, and George cannot 
carry out his plan. But he persists, until 
one day the neighbour stands close enough 
to the edge for George to give him a hard 
push. The neighbour falls in front of the 
train and is killed.

Mary takes the same train to work. One 
morning she is rushing to catch it as it 
pulls in, and doesn't notice that someone 
has left a bag on the platform. She trips 
over it, falling into the back of her neighbour, who is standing near 
the edge of the platform. He falls in front of the train and is killed.

It is reasonable to say that George freely chose to kill his neighbour 
and is morally responsible for that person's death. It is not reasonable 
to say that about Mary.

Would it be better if we did not think that George should be held 
responsible, blamed, and punished, for the death of his neighbour? Or 
if we somehow thought that George and Mary were equally responsible 
for the deaths of their neighbours?

Surely not. People everywhere make such distinctions. Sapolsky 
himself even notes that some animals do it. He describes a study show-
ing that monkeys and chimpanzees respond differently to a person who 
is unable to give them food, as compared with someone who could give 
them food, but doesn't. They prefer to be close to the former.

Sapolsky’s response to this is: “Heck, even chimps believe in free 
will.” But the study doesn’t show that chimps believe in the kind of free 
will that is incompatible with the truth of determinism. If they believe 
in free will at all, it is a kind that is compatible with our actions being 
determined, just as the difference in our responses to George and Mary 
are compatible with their behaviour being determined.

When it comes to crime, Sapolsky rejects retributive theories of 
punishment, and believes that we should seek to reduce the social 
iniquities that make it more likely that some people will engage in 
anti-social behaviour. I share those attitudes. Punishment, in my view, 
should aim at preventing crime, rather than punishing people for 
their wickedness. Determinism may be true, but that does not alter 
the fact that people make choices, and need to be held responsible for 
the choices they make.

The writer, co-host of the podcast Lives 
Well Lived, is Emeritus Professor of Bioethics 

at Princeton University. ©PROJECT SYNDICATE
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Choices We Make

Disruptive policies

Sir, Trump’s “America First” trade policy is defi ned by a strong em-
phasis on direct negotiations, leveraging US economic and geopolitical 
power, and prioritising domestic economic interests. This approach 
aims to reshape global trade relations by focusing on American busi-
nesses and workers while reducing dependence on international supply 
chains. The policy suggests a shift away from multilateral agreements 
in favour of bilateral deals that the administration views as more ben-
efi cial to the US economy. A key component of this strategy is the use 
of tariffs to address trade imbalances and advance foreign policy goals. 
Trump’s administration may impose tariffs on imports from major 
trading partners, including Canada, Mexico, and China. Additionally, 
there could be renewed tariffs on materials like steel and aluminum, 
which are crucial to domestic industries. These measures are intended 
to protect American manufacturers but could also lead to retaliatory 
actions from affected countries, potentially disrupting global trade. 
Another signifi cant aspect is the review and renegotiation of existing 
trade agreements. However, such renegotiations could introduce un-
certainty for global markets and international supply chains.  

Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH

When we have passed beyond 
knowings, then we shall have 
Knowledge.
 
  SRI AUROBINDO A WAKEUP CALL 

POLITICS

Sadly, the media cheerleaders are so carried 
away with well-spun slogans that the grime 

that lies beneath the glitter of a ‘5 trillion 
economy’ is barely noticeable 

LIKE BEED, 
THERE ARE 

MANY OTHER 
CORNERS OF 

INDIA WHERE 
LOCAL MAFIA 

AND THEIR 
POLITICAL 

BOSSES STILL 
CALL THE 

SHOTS 

Rajdeep Sardesai 

WISDOM CORNER
The creation of something new is not accomplished by the 
intellect but by the play instinct acting from inner necessity. 
The creative mind plays with the objects it loves.  
 CARL JUNG

To have faith is to trust yourself to the water. When you swim 
you don't grab hold of the water, because if you do you will 
sink and drown. Instead you relax, and fl oat. 
 ALAN WATTS

To be what we are, and to become what we are capable of 
becoming, is the only end of life.
 ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

 
1879: German American physicist Albert Einstein, one of the most creative 
intellects in human history, known for his groundbreaking theories of 
relativity, was born in Ulm, Germany.

1899: German military offi cial Ferdinand, Graf von Zeppelin, received a 
U.S. patent for a “navigable balloon”; the fi rst zeppelin made its initial 
fl ight the following year.

1951: United Nations forces recaptured Seoul during the Korean War.

1964: In the fi rst courtroom verdict to be televised in the United States, 
Jack Ruby was found guilty of the murder of Lee Harvey Oswald, assassin 
of U.S. President John F. Kennedy.

India and Bharat 

Sir, RSS general secretary, D Hosabale insists 
that our nation be called ‘Bharat,’ and ‘Bharat’ 
only. He has serious objection to ‘India’ cohabit-
ing with ‘Bharat’. By a long chalk, one can only 
say that he is lending support to the BJP’s stand 
in its fi ght with the southern states (Tamil Nadu, 
in particular), and opposes ‘India’, in much the 
same manner as the southern states have been 
opposing the entry of Hindi.  For the record, there 
are umpteen countries in the world with two, or 
even more, names. A few that come to one’s mind 
immediately are the Netherlands/Holland, UK/
Britain, Japan/Nippon, North Korea/ Democrat-
ic People’s Republic of Korea- and South Korea/
Republic of Korea. Indians have lived with ‘India’ 
ever since we became an Independent nation. One 
fails to see why the senior RSS functionary has 
upped the ante against the use of ‘India’.

Avinash Godboley, DEWAS (MP)

  

People-to-people connections for peace
World peace has been as 

elusive as before. Even 
rapid globalisation due 

to technological advancement 
could not bring any change. The 
world is currently entangled in 
a web of confl icts, leaving no 
space for true collaboration and 
growth. Traditional war, terri-
torial disputes, and economic 
power games with more and 
more cybercrimes -- the stabil-
ity of human life is in question.

Global institutions that 
were introduced to play the 
role of Big Brother are in-
creasingly becoming irrele-
vant due to political instabil-
ity worldwide. The sovereign 
identity of countries is com-
promised due to pressure 
from powerful countries, 
putting the whole world’s 
harmonious coexistence in 
question. The ongoing geopo-
litical confl icts in Ukraine, 
the Middle East, Bangladesh, 
Taiwan, Israel, and other re-
gions have put the world in 
a fragile and fractured dip-
lomatic situation. Multilat-
eral or bilateral treaties are 
becoming weak, making the 
international peace climate 
volatile. So-called leading 
countries, such as the US, Chi-

na, Russia, and the European 
Union, are fi nding themselves 
at odds, resulting in confl ict 
resolution being a complex 
and prolonged process. Multi-
lateral organisations like the 
UN instituted to intervene 
and mediate disputes among 
countries, are not enjoying 
the same respect with which 
they were initiated, and their 
effective functioning is ques-
tionable due to political bias.

Powerful nations, primari-
ly permanent members of the 
UN, disrespect the mandate of 
the UN or NATO, exercise veto 
power, and paralyze and block 
decisions that aim to establish 
the required peace in crises. 
These countries’ mandates are 
forcefully introduced to relative-
ly weaker countries through 
sanctions, trade restrictions, 
and economic isolations.

Today, worldwide threats are 
more from economic and cyber 
warfare than traditional war. 
These crimes are a signifi cant 
challenge to world peace. Cy-
ber warfare has become a new 
dimension of confl ict, where 
state-sponsored cyberattacks 
disrupt economies, national 
security, and democratic pro-
cesses. The virtual battlefi eld 

of cyber-attacks is quickly re-
placing traditional battlefi elds. 

Climate change is another se-
rious issue and is increasingly 
fuelling confl icts. Because of 
the limited availability and 
dwindling resources like water, 
arable land, and energy, these 
will be a bone of contention 
in coming years. Without all 
nations joining hands, this cli-
mate change-led resource scar-
city will impact us adversely.

Global bodies need imme-
diate structural reforms to 
expand their membership 
status, invite more extensive 
participation, and maintain a 
judicious power balance to re-
main relevant and future ready. 
The peacekeeping agenda must 
have an accurate funding mod-
el that empowers all to function 
effectively towards a common 
goal, and no country should be 
left aside. Furthermore, region-
al organisations like the Afri-
can Union and ASEAN must be 
restructured to mediate local 
confl icts before they escalate 
globally. People-to-people con-
nections: Track II diplomacy 
involving cultural confl uence, 
increased trade ties, and tour-
ism business should be used 
to improve secondary and 

non-diplomatic relations, en-
couraging economic growth 
and peace. The EU is success-
fully practicing this coexistence 
theory for a sustainable peace 
process. Similar models could 
be explored in other regions, 
fostering cooperation rather 
than competition.

Pursuing world peace is not 
the responsibility of global in-
stitutions alone; it is a collec-
tive obligation of nations, civil 
societies and individuals. To 
maintain peace and harmony 
within the country, aggressive 
nationalism should be avoided. 
The media should strictly han-
dle misinformation to avoid 
‘deep-fakes.’ Education should 
promote and encourage more 
cross-country exchange pro-
grammes. People-to-people con-
nections should be prioritised 
beyond political necessity for a 
faster peace-building process.

However, the question is 
whether our leaders really 
want it or whether it is just 
an optic of peace-building or 
showcasing of power, over-
looking the true ambition of 
peace-building in mind.

The writer 
is a Mumbai-based 

political analyst.

GLOBAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

THAT WERE 
INTRODUCED 
TO PLAY THE 
ROLE OF BIG 

BROTHER ARE 
INCREASINGLY 

BECOMING 
IRRELEVANT DUE 

TO POLITICAL 
INSTABILITY 
WORLDWIDE 

SK Nag

SPECTRUM CONFLICTS

Determinism 
may be true, but 

that does not 
alter the fact 

that people 
make choices, 

and need to be 
held responsible 

for the choices 
they make 

Peter Singer 
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DELHI GOA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Panaji, March 13: Union Coal 
and Mines Minister G Kishan 
Reddy Thursday launched na-
tion’s fi rst-ever auction of Ex-
ploration Licences (ELs) for 13 
exploration blocks for critical 
minerals.

Reddy launched the ELs in 
the presence of Goa Chief Min-
ister Pramod Sawant in Dona 
Paula near here, a major re-
form aimed to unlock India’s 
untapped critical and deep-seat-
ed mineral resources.

The licenses are for the ex-
ploration blocks for minerals 
like REE (rare earth elements), 
zinc, diamond, copper, PGE 
(platinum group minerals) 
and others. The programme 
also featured a roadshow on the 
5th Tranche of Critical Miner-
al Blocks and the launch of AI 
Hackathon 2025, a Mineral Ex-
ploration Hackathon focused on 
“Mineral Targeting using AI” 
(Artifi cial Intelligence).

Addressing the gathering, 
Union Minister Reddy said that 
in the last 10 years, India’s min-
ing sector has achieved many 
milestones and emerged as one 
of the fastest and most dynamic 
sectors of the country.

Today marks another mile-
stone in the industry, he said.

“We are laying the foundation 
for new era in mineral explora-
tion,” he said adding that the era is 
faster, more technologically-driv-
en and globally competitive.

“We have established our-
selves as a serious player in 
the global mineral landscape, 
it has also opened fl ood gates 
of opportunities for the private 
sector,” he said.

Reddy said even greater mile-
stones will be achieved in the 
coming years and it will pave 
the way for the rise of India as 
a global leader.

“Today we are launching 13 
blocks for various critical and 
deep-seated minerals,” the 

minister said. The exploration 
possibilities have been con-
templated from multiple states 
like Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Uttar 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajas-
than and Karnataka, he said.

The exploration access would 
be granted exclusively, which 
would empower private com-
panies to explore up to 1,000 
square metres per licence, Red-
dy said. This new framework 
will encourage transparency, 
effi ciency, innovation, ensur-
ing that only the most promis-
ing areas remain for a detailed 
exploration, he said.

“In the fi rst 10 years (of Na-
rendra Modi government), we 
increased the exploration ac-
tivities manifold. The biggest 
reform is the introduction of a 
transparent auction regime and 
the involvement of private sec-
tor,” Reddy said.

The minister said India’s le-
gal framework for mining ex-
ploration was limited until now.

There was a crucial gap. 
There was no structural mech-
anism for the private compa-
nies. Recognising this, the Gov-
ernment of India introduced 
amendment to the MMDR Act 
in 2023. This is a reform that 
will open doors for a systemat-
ic exploration of minerals, he 
said. Addressing the gathering, 
CM Sawant thanked the Union 

Mines Ministry for choosing 
Goa for the roadshow and the 
launch of the ELs.

Sawant said mining has al-
ways been integral part of the 
economy, contributing signifi -
cantly for employment, indus-
trial growth and development.

“As we stand at the cusp of 
a new era of mineral explora-
tion, this initiative refl ects the 
government’s fi rm commitment 
in self-reliance in critical min-
erals,” he said.

These minerals are an inte-
gral part of our electronic indus-
try, green industry and others, 
Sawant said, adding that a lot 
of countries are yet to explore 
for the mineral availabilities. 
The chief minister said there 
is a need to increase the pace of 
exploration in the country.

The amendment in the Mines 
and Minerals (Development 
and Regulation) (MMDR) Act 
is a bold step which will help 
to tap the untapped mineral 
wealth of the country, he said.

Goa will immensely benefi t 
from such an initiative, the 
CM said. As India moves for a 
green energy future, securing 
the supplies of critical minerals 
will play a key role, he said.

Referring to the Hackathon 
2025, Sawant said that Goa, 
with its mining legacy, stands 
to benefi t from such technology 
advancement.

India’s 1st ever exploration licence 
auction for critical minerals in Goa

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 13: Delhi 
Police has heightened securi-
ty across the national capital 
ahead of the Holi festival and 
Ramzan’s Friday prayers, an 
offi cial said Thursday.

Over 25,000 police personnel, 
along with para military forc-
es will keep strict vigil in the 
city to maintain law and order 
situation.

The Holi festival March 14 
coincides with Friday prayers 
during the holy month of 
Ramzan.

Police have identifi ed more 
than 300 sensitive locations 
and are keeping an eye on ev-
ery situation using drones and 
by monitoring CCTV cameras.

The meetings with Aman 
committees are also being held 
regularly at every district of the 
city. All 15 police districts in 
the national capital have been 
directed to increase patrolling, 
particularly in residential ar-
eas and places known for Holi 
gatherings, police said.

Drone surveillance is being 
maintained in northeast dis-
trict to prevent untoward inci-

dents. Security measures are 
strengthened with constant 
monitoring, while potential 
risks are minimised through 
advanced drone technology, a 
senior police offi cer posted in 
the northeast district said.

Another senior police offi cer 
said that the patrolling is being 
conducted across the district 
and meetings with the markets 
welfare associations (MWAs) 
and resident welfare associa-
tions (RWAs) for peaceful con-
duct of the festivals.

“We are holding meetings 
with Aman committees in ev-

ery district since the Holi and 
Ramazan’s Friday prayers are 
taking place on the same day. 
Both the parties are very coop-
erative and continuously are in 
touch with us,” the offi cer said, 
adding that the meetings will 
also be carried out before Holi 
and Friday prayers to promote 
communal harmony and dis-
courage the spread of rumours.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Traf-
fic Police will hold joint pick-
ets with the local police. Spe-
cial teams will be deployed at 
major road intersections to 
check drunken driving and 

red-light jumping.
The offi cer said that strict 

checking on the day of Holi will 
be done.

Teams will keep an eye on 
those people who will be break-
ing the law. Special checking 
teams will be deployed at major 
intersections, drinking points 
and vulnerable points for the 
Holi celebrations to detect and 
prosecute traffi c violations, 
an offi cer of the Delhi Traffi c 
 Police said.

Police also suggested the 
people to celebrate responsi-
bly. Drinking and driving not 
only endangers one’s own life 
but also puts others at risk. 
Apart from drunk driving, 
special teams will be deployed 
to monitor rash driving, tri-
ple-riding on two-wheelers, and 
stunt biking.

Police said that they are 
also talking to imams of the 
mosque and seeking their 
cooperation also. Police pa-
trolling through motorcy-
cles and mobile vans will be 
carried out throughout the 
day. Radar guns will also be 
deployed to check incidences 
of over-speeding, they said.

Delhi Police steps up vigil across capital
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New Delhi, March 13: ‘Mary 
Magdalen in Ecstasy’, an icon-
ic painting by Italian baroque 
master Michelangelo Merisi 
da Caravaggio, will soon be 
available for Indian art and 
history enthusiasts for the 
fi rst time at the Italian Cultural 
Centre here.

The painting, which was be-
lieved to be lost for centuries, 
will be showcased at the Italian 
Cultural Centre for a week from 
April 11, before moving to the 
Kiran Nadar Museum of Art 
(KNMA) in Saket.

Caravaggio is believed to 

have created the painting in 
1606 while in hiding to escape 
a death sentence. The painting 
was only known to people for 
centuries through its copies, it 
was missing till 2014, Andrea 
Anastasio, director of Italian 

Cultural Centre, told PTI.
After restoration and x-ray, 

the authenticity of the artwork 
was ascertained, he added.

Anastasio added that the paint-
ing’s transportation is going to be 
diffi cult as it requires a tempera-

ture controlled container.
The painting depicts Mary 

Magdalen, a follower of Jesus 
Christ, who lived as a hermit in 
a cave at Sainte-Baume near Aix-
en-Provence following his death.

According to the legends, she 
ate nothing, her only nourish-
ment being the food of the spirit, 
for she was transported by angels 
seven times a day into heaven 
where she heard, with her bodily 
ears, the delightful harmonies of 
the celestial choirs.

Head thrown back and 
bathed in an intense light, 
Mary in the painting is shown 
to be in the throes of a raptur-
ous vision.

Even as the painting re-
mained hidden for more than 
four centuries, several other 
paintings inspired by of the 
original surfaced in the years 
following Caravaggio’s death 
in 1610, especially Artemis-
ia Gentileschi’s work of the 
same name.

The details of the exhibition 
at the KNMA are awaited.
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Panaji, March 13: Goa Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant will 
table the state government’s 
Budget for 2025-26 March 26, 
the last day of the upcoming 
Budget Session of the legisla-
tive Assembly. 

The date of the Budget pre-
sentation was decided during a 
meeting of the state Assembly’s 
Business Advisory committee 
(BAC) held Wednesday.

The meeting was held at the 
assembly complex in Porvorim 
even as opposition parties, 
including the Congress and 
the Goa Forward Party (GFP) 
expressed their dissatisfac-
tion over the functioning of 
 the BAC. 

The BAC meeting chaired 
by Speaker Ramesh Tawadkar 
discussed the agenda for the up-
coming Assembly Session to be 
held between March 24 and 26.

CM Sawant said he would ta-
ble the state Budget March 26, 
but it will not be passed during 
this session.
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Panaji, March 13: Goa’s 
spring festival, Shigmo, is set 
to showcase the coastal state’s 
culture and tradition in fl oat 
parades to be taken out on 
streets from March 15 to 29, of-
fi cials have said and appealed 
to visitors to be a part of the 
celebration.

Shigmo is a time when Goa’s 
cultural essence comes alive 
through folk performances, mu-
sic and stunning fl oat parades, 
state Tourism Minister Ro-
han A Khaunte told reporters 
Wednesday.

“It is an opportunity for vis-
itors to immerse themselves 
in authentic Goan traditions 
while exploring the beauty of 

our state. We encourage trav-
ellers to be part of this unique 
celebration and discover the 
many facets of Goa beyond its 
beaches,” he said.

The festivities will com-
mence in Ponda March 15, 
followed by Margao March 
16, Quepem March 17 and 
Curchorem March 18, all in 

South Goa, a senior tourism 
department official said.

On March 19, the celebra-
tions will reach Shiroda 
(South Goa) and continue to 

Calangute and Bicholim in 
North Goa March 20, Vasco 
(South Goa) March 21 and 
Panaji March 22.

The streets of Mapusa 
(north Goa) and Sanguem 
(South Goa) will come alive 
with cultural celebrations 
March 23, while Canaco-
na and Cuncolim will host 
grand parades March 24, the 
official said.

The processions will 
move to Pernem (North 
Goa) March 25, Dharbando-
ra (South Goa) March 26, 
Valpoi (North Goa) March 
27, Sanquelim (North Goa) 
March 28, and finally con-
clude in Mandrem (North 
Goa) March 29, as per the 
Tourism department.
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Panaji, March 13: The Goa 
government has launched a 
20-year longitudinal cohort 
study, which will help diagnose 
chronic and non-communicable 
diseases in advance.

Chief Minister Pramod 
Sawant launched the study 
Tuesday at Mantralaya in the 
presence of offi cials from the 
University of Oxford and Tata 
Memorial Centre, Mumbai.

Talking to reporters, Sawant 
said the study is a historic de-
cision that will benefi t Goans 
in a big way.

He said blood samples of 
more than 1 lakh people would 
be collected as part of the study, 
and the diagnosis report would 
help understand the onset of 
various diseases, including 
chronic and non-communica-
ble ailments.

Chronic illnesses will be di-
agnosed in advance. It will also 
help doctors advise patients on 
how to prevent them, he said.

Sawant said the study will 

be conducted over 20 years and 
will help the next generation.

A senior government of-
fi cial said that the study is 
a ground-breaking health 
initiative aimed at tackling 
non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) in the state.

This longitudinal cohort 
study will assess the risk and 
epidemiology of NCDs, provid-
ing valuable insights into the 
risk factors and disease pat-
terns in Goa, he said.

The offi cial said the study is a 
collaborative effort between the 
Directorate of Health Services 
(DHS) Goa, the Centre for Can-
cer Epidemiology Tata Memorial 
Centre, Mumbai, and the Nuff-
ield Department of Population 
Health, University of Oxford.

He said the study is expected 
to inform policy and interven-
tions to address the growing 
health concern of NCDs in Goa.

With this initiative, Goa 
is taking a proactive step to-
wards improving the health 
and well-being of its citizens, 
he added.

20-year longitudinal cohort 
study to diagnose diseases

The licenses are for the exploration blocks for minerals like REE (rare earth 
elements), zinc, diamond, copper, PGE (platinum group minerals) and others

Shigmo festival: Float parades to display Goa’s culture 

Goa CM Sawant 
to present state 
Budget March 26

Caravaggio’s rare piece ‘Mary Magdalen 
in Ecstasy’ to come to India for fi rst time
Head thrown back and 

bathed in an intense 
light, Mary in the 

painting is shown to 
be in the throes of a 

rapturous vision

HOLI, RAMZAN FRIDAY PRAYERS

Chief Minister of Delhi Rekha Gupta celebrates Holi with children at 'Asha 
Kiran Home' at Rohini, in New Delhi, Thursday      PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, March 13: The Delhi 
government plans to expand free 
dialysis services under the Prad-
han Mantri National Dialysis Pro-
gramme to all state-run hospitals, 
Health Minister Pankaj Singh 
said Thursday.

Speaking at an event on 
World Kidney Day, the minis-
ter highlighted the city govern-
ment’s commitment to improv-
ing healthcare infrastructure 
under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
the guidance of Delhi Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta.

Announcing plans to expand 
the free dialysis services, he 
also said economically weaker 
sections would be prioritised 

in Delhi government hospitals, 
ensuring the same high-quality 
care for them as other patients.

Singh urged the medical 
staff to treat patients with pro-
fessionalism and compassion, 
creating a more welcoming 
and supportive environment 
in hospitals. He laid stress on the 
importance of adopting a healthy 
lifestyle to protect kidney health 
and said, “The kidney is an essen-
tial organ that helps remove waste 
materials, regulate blood pressure, 
support red blood cell production 
and maintain bone health.”

Singh highlighted the rising 
prevalence of kidney diseases, 
attributing it to high blood sug-
ar, hypertension, obesity and 
modern lifestyle, urging people 
to prioritise healthy habits.

Free dialysis services in all 
Delhi govt hospitals: Min



Birth and 
death 
certifi cates 

are crucial 
documents but 
they are also 
misused. To 
curb this practice, norms have 
been changed. Now no one can 
misuse the provisions and vio-
lators will face a criminal case

CHANDRASHEKHAR BAWANKULE |  STATE 
REVENUE MINISTER, MAHARASHTRA

The number 
of wom-
en-run SHGs 

has increased 
from 4,000 in 
2016-17 fi nancial 
year to 53,663 
currently. A total of 4.84 lakh 
women are engaged in various 
activities under the SHG um-
brella

MANIK SAHA  | TRIPURA CHIEF MINISTER
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national
KUKI-ZO COUNCIL LIFTS 
INDEFINITE SHUTDOWN
The Kuki-Zo Council in Manipur Thurs-
day lifted the indefi nite shutdown in 
the hill areas imposed since March 9 
midnight, but remains fi rm in oppos-
ing the free movement announced by 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, the 
council said in a statement

The atmosphere across 
the country is being 
vitiated. Earlier Holi was 
celebrated together by 
Hindus and Muslims 
like Eid
MEHBOOBA MUFTI  | PEOPLE’S 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY CHIEF

The country 
has become 
weak due 

to the spread of 
hatred in society. 
Their (BJP's) con-
duct, language, 
and behaviour are weakening 
society and creating a rift

AKHILESH YADAV  |  
SAMAJWADI PARTY PRESIDENT

Punjab, UAE explore 
trade opportunities
Chandigarh: Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
Thursday held a meeting with 
UAE Ambassador to India 
Abdulnasser Jamal Alshaali 
to discuss ways to strengthen 
bilateral trade, investment 
and cultural exchange. 
During the meeting, Mann 
showcased Punjab as a land 
of opportunities, highlighting 
its strong agricultural base, 
industrial potential and 
rapidly growing business 
ecosystem, said an offi cial 
release. He emphasised that 
Punjab and the UAE share a 
natural synergy in trade and 
commerce, which can be 
leveraged for mutual benefi t. 
Mann pointed out Punjab’s 
stronghold in food production, 
dairy, and agri-processing, 
stating that the state can 
play a pivotal role in meeting 
UAE’s food security needs.

ED conducts raids in 
gold smuggling case
Bangalore: The Enforcement 
Directorate Thursday 
raided multiple locations in 
Bangalore and some other 
places as part of a money 
laundering probe linked to 
probe “larger conspiracy” into 
an alleged gold smuggling 
racket in which an actor 
was recently arrested by 
the DRI in Karnataka, offi cial 
sources said. A case has been 
fi led under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) taking cognisance of 
a recent Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) FIR and 
a Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) case in 
which actor Ranya Rao was 
arrested, the sources said. 
The probe aims to look at 
the larger conspiracy of 
gold smuggling through 
airports and the generation of 
proceeds of crime by various 
people.

Red alert in Kerala’s 
Palakkad district
Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala 
State Disaster Management 
Authority (KSDMA) declared 
a red alert in Kerala’s 
Palakkad district Thursday 
after detecting high levels 
of ultraviolet radiation. The 
ultraviolet radiation level in 
the district has been recorded 
at an index of 11, measured 
through the ultraviolet (UV) 
meters installed at Thrithala 
and Ponnani for Palakkad 
and Malappuram districts, 
an offi cial release said here 
Thursday. The KSDMA has 
warned the public to take 
adequate safety precautions 
as prolonged exposure to 
ultraviolet rays can cause 
sunburn, skin diseases, eye 
diseases, and other health 
problems. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, March 13: 
Ice-breaking sessions for fresh-
ers during their fi rst week on 
campus, morning walks with 
faculty members, mandatory 
counselling sessions and com-
prehensive medical check-ups, 
and stress escape room work-
shops are part of IIT-Guwahati’s 
plan to ensure students’ mental 
wellbeing and prevent suicides.

The measures come after the 
institute faced massive protests 
last semester following back-to-
back student suicides.

According to Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT)-Guwaha-
ti Director Devendra Jalihal, 
the institute has chalked out a 
comprehensive plan to prevent 
suicides among students.

“We have established a dedi-
cated mental health and coun-
selling system in the form of a 
Center for Holistic Wellbeing. 
SAATHI Counselling Club, a 

part of this centre consisting of 
student volunteers, supports fel-
low students in their mental and 
overall wellbeing with the help 
of professional counsellors,” he 
told PTI.

“We are exploring roping in 
retired army personnel as hostel 
special stewards who will rou-
tinely interact with the students 
to make them comfortable and 
share their observations with 
the counsellors. All of this will 
be done in a confi dential man-
ner and while ensuring that the 
students do not feel intimidated 
or there is no violation of their 
privacy,” Jalihal said.

Nutritionists are also being 
hired to help the students with 
diets that can help address anx-
iety and stress, he added.

Faced by cases of student sui-
cide, several IITs are taking dif-
ferent measures to address con-
cerns over their mental health.

The alleged suicide of a third-
year Computer Science student 

from Uttar Pradesh in Septem-
ber -- the fourth in 2024 -- had 
sparked protests by IIT-Guwa-
hati students, demanding jus-
tice and proper mental health 
support for all. Perumal Alagar-
samy, the dean of student affairs 
at IIT-Guwahati, is spearhead-
ing the mental wellbeing initia-
tives on campus.

“We have decided that for the 
fi rst week, when the freshers ar-
rive on campus, there will be no 
classes but an acclimatisation 
programme so they do not feel 
out of place. The students will 

be invited for morning walks 
with faculty members so they 
are able to build a rapport with 
each other before entering the 
classroom,” Alagarsamy told 
PTI.

“The Peer Mentorship Pro-
gramne aligns with this notion 
by assigning peer mentors to 
the new students. These men-
tors (will) play a pivotal role 
in providing relevant informa-
tion, clearing doubts, and as-
sisting with various challeng-
es, serving as guiding lights 
for the newcomers when they 

feel lost,” he added. As soon as 
the freshers arrive on campus, 
an ice-breaking session will be 
conducted to establish a warm 
and inclusive atmosphere and 
facilitate connections, Alagar-
samy explained.

“These sessions aim to raise 
awareness about mental health 
and overall wellbeing while ac-
quainting the students with the 
resources and the support avail-
able through the Counselling 
Cell and the Center for Holistic 
Wellbeing,” he said.

“These ice-breaking sessions 
will be conducted within each 
hostel to help expand the stu-
dents’ social networks, enabling 
them to connect with their peers 
through enjoyable games and 
activities,” he added. To help 
the students cope with the pres-
sure of semester examinations, 
the SAATHI Counselling Club 
recently conducted a stress es-
cape room workshop aimed at 
sharing knowledge on dealing 
with and manage stress and ex-
ploring entrepreneurship and 
career choices.

The institute has four full-
time counsellors while Your 
Dost -- a start-up incubated at 
IIT-Guwahati -- has been roped 
in to provide round-the-clock 
access to the counsellors.

Mandatory interactions will 
be scheduled with the counsel-
lors for all students so any early 
signs can be identifi ed and man-
datory comprehensive health 
checks conducted.

Faced by cases of 
student suicide, 

several IITs are taking 
different measures 

to address concerns 
over their 

mental health

Morning walks with faculty to prevent student suicides
The measures come after IIT-Guwahati faced massive protests last semester following back-to-back student suicides
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New Delhi/Bangalore, March 
13: ISRO Thursday said it has 
accomplished de-docking of the 
SpaDeX satellites, clearing the 
way for future missions such 
as exploring the moon, human 
spacefl ight, and building its 
own space station.

Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh announced the success-
ful de-docking of satellites in a 

post on ‘X’.
“SpaDeX satellites accom-

plished the unbelievable 
de-docking. This paves the 
way for smooth conduct of 
ambitious future missions in-
cluding the Bharatiya Antrik-
sha Station, Chandrayaan 4 & 
Gaganyaan,” Singh said.

“Congrats team ISRO. And 
heartening for every Indian,” 
he said.

Singh said Prime Minster 
Narendra Modi’s continuous 
patronage keeps the spirits 
soaring.

The SpaDeX mission was 
launched December 30 last 
year when the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) 
placed in orbit two satellites -- 
SDX01 and SDX02 -- to demon-
strate the docking experiment 
in space.

After several attempts, the 
space agency successfully 
docked the two satellites Jan-
uary 16.

Later in a statement, ISRO 
said that after the undocking, 
it has planned further experi-
ments with satellites.

“The SPADEX satellites 
were successfully docked 16 
January 2025. ISRO has now 
accomplished the pivotal op-
eration of undocking of SPA-
DEX satellites in the very fi rst 
attempt on 13th March, 2025 at 
09:20 Hrs (ISD),” ISRO said in a 
statement.

The undocking of the sat-
ellites took place in 460 km 

circular orbit with 45-degree 
inclination, the space agency 
explained.

It added that the satellites 
are now orbiting independent-
ly and their health is normal.

With this, ISRO has now 
successfully demonstrated all 
the capabilities required for 
rendezvous, docking and un-
docking operations in a circu-
lar orbit.

ISRO said the in-orbit perfor-
mance of the docked satellites 
was extensively analysed and 

an immediate opportunity was 
found to be feasible from March 
10, 2025 till March 25, 2025. The 
entire operations were moni-
tored through ground stations 
located at Bangalore, Lucknow 
and Mauritius.

“Having accomplished this 
major mile stone of undocking, 
further experiments with satel-
lites are planned in the coming 
days,” ISRO said.

According to the space agen-
cy, exhaustive ground simu-
lations and analysis were the 
cornerstone of achieving the 
undocking in the fi rst attempt 
itself. Various tests replicating 
on-orbit conditions were metic-
ulously planned and carried out 
in preparation for the earliest 
opportunity for undocking op-
erations.

ISRO said it has now suc-
cessfully demonstrated space 
docking technology using two 
small satellites and termed it 
as a cost-effective experiment.
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New Delhi, March 13: The 
Centre Thursday announced a 
$1 billion fund to give a boost to 
the emerging creators’ econo-
my in the country and reached 
out to envoys from over 100 
countries seeking their partic-
ipation in the fi rst World Au-
dio Visual and Entertainment 
Summit (WAVES) to be held in 
Mumbai.

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar, Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw and Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis hosted the envoys here 
and sought their presence at the 
Roundtable of top media CEOs 
to be chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi during the 
WAVES summit.

India is positioning WAVES 
to be held from May 1 to 4 as 
the fi rst convergence platform 
for the media and entertain-
ment sector on the lines of the 
World Economic Forum at Da-
vos, a gathering of internation-
al leaders from governance and 
business.

Fadnavis said Mumbai, the 
entertainment capital of India, 
was the perfect permanent ven-
ue for the WAVES summit like 
Davos is for the World Econom-
ic Forum and Cannes is for the 
eponymous fi lm festival.

ISRO achieves de-docking of SpaDeX satellites
The SpaDeX mission was 

launched December 30 
last year when the Indian 

Space Research 
Organisation placed in 
orbit two satellites -- 

SDX01 and SDX02 -- to 
demonstrate the docking 

experiment in space
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New Delhi, March 13: Voicing 
concern over poor utilisation 
of funds, a parliamentary pan-
el has said the Department of 
Water Resource, River Develop-
ment and Ganga Rejuvenation, 
utilised only around 58 per cent 
of the revised allocation of 
`21,640.88 crore for 2024-25 by 
the end of December 2024.

The panel urged the Jal 
Shakti Ministry to strengthen 
monitoring and implementa-
tion mechanisms. In its report 
tabled in Parliament, the Stand-
ing Committee on Water Re-
sources said nearly 40 per cent 
of the allocated funds remained 
unspent and highlighted delays 
in fund disbursal and project 
execution.

The ministry has attributed 
the low spending to the fact that 
expenditure typically picks up 
after the monsoon season and 
assured the panel that pending 
proposals worth `3,000 crore 
were under active consider-
ation.

The report highlighted sig-
nifi cant increases in budgetary 
allocations for key schemes un-
der the Jal Shakti ministry.

The total budget for the de-
partment has been raised to 
`25,276.83 crore for 2025-26, an 
18.54 per cent increase from the 
`21,323.10 crore allocated in the 
previous year. The rise is driv-
en largely by higher allocations 
for groundwater management, 

river basin development, and 
the Polavaram Irrigation Proj-
ect.

The allocation for groundwa-
ter management and regulation 
has increased by 56.61 per cent 
to `509 crore in 2025-26, refl ect-
ing the government's push to 
strengthen groundwater map-
ping and management under 
the National Aquifer Mapping 
and Management Programme 
(NAQUIM).

The River Basin Manage-
ment programme has also re-
ceived a 56.98 per cent increase, 
with `243 crore allocated for 
2025-26. The Brahmaputra 
Board, which manages fl ood 
control and erosion in the 

northeast, is expected to take 
up new initiatives, including 
preparing master plans for 15 
sub-basins.

However, some schemes have 
faced budget cuts. The Nation-
al Hydrology Project (NHP) 
saw a 98 per cent reduction, 
from `661.20 crore in 2024-25 to 
`13 crore in 2025-26, as it is set 
to conclude in September 2025.

Similarly, the allocation for 
the Command Area Develop-
ment and Water Management 
(CADWM) scheme has been re-
duced by 39.28 per cent to `850 
crore, following lower-than-ex-
pected expenditure in the previ-
ous year due to delayed approv-
al of a sub-scheme.

Over 11,300 habitations in 96 districts 
hit by water contamination
A parliamentary panel has raised concerns over water contamination issue in the 

country, highlighting that 11,348 habitations in 96 districts across seven states 
have not been provided with short-term measures for pollutants such as iron, ni-
trate, and heavy metals. In its report tabled in Parliament on Tuesday, the Standing 
Committee on Water Resources has urged the Centre to take swift action to ensure 
safe drinking water in these vulnerable regions. The report further revealed that 
uranium contamination remains a pressing issue in Punjab, where 32 habitations 
across nine districts are affected. Despite interim measures in 22 of these areas, 
10 habitations still await any mitigation efforts, it said. The committee has called 
for urgent and long-term interventions to safeguard public health. “The Commit-
tee notes that all arsenic and fl uoride affected habitations have been covered by 
community water purifi cation plants as an interim measure. However, they (panel) 
further observe that there are 11,348 quality affected habitations (iron, salinity, ni-
trate, and heavy metals) spread over 96 districts of seven states where short-term 
measures have not been provided,” the report said.
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New Delhi, March 13: Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu has 
given her approval for the 
registration of an FIR against 
AAP leaders Manish Sisodia 
and Satyendar Jain in an al-
leged scam of `2,000 crore in 
the construction of classrooms 
in Delhi government schools, 
sources said.

In 2022, the Delhi govern-
ment’s vigilance directorate 
recommended a probe into the 
alleged scam and submitted a 
report to the chief secretary.

The President has given her 
approval for registering the 
FIR against Sisodia and Jain 
in connection with the alleged 
scam during their tenures as 
ministers in the Arvind Kejri-
wal-led Delhi government, the 
sources said.

The Central Vigilance Com-
mission (CVC), in a report 
dated February 17, 2020, high-
lighted “glaring irregularities” 
in the construction of class-
rooms in Delhi government 
schools by the Public Works 
Department (PWD).

The President’s approval 
came under Section 17A of the 
Prevention of Corruption Act 
that pertains to “enquiry or 
inquiry or investigation of of-
fences relatable to recommen-
dations made or decision taken 
by public servant in discharge 
of offi cial functions or duties”.

Reacting to the development, 
senior AAP leader Saurabh 
Bharadwaj accused the BJP 
of carrying out a witch-hunt 
against its political rivals.

The BJP has no interest or 
intention to fulfi l the promises 
it made to the people of Delhi. 
Its only agenda is to carry out a 
witch-hunt against its political 
rivals to stifl e the voice of peo-
ple, the former minister said in 

a statement.
In July 2019, BJP leader Har-

ish Khurana and then AAP 
rebel MLA Kapil Mishra, now 
a minister in the Delhi govern-
ment, lodged a police complaint 
about the alleged scam.

According to a report pre-
pared by the Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) of the Delhi 
government, the complainants 
alleged that there was a scam 
worth over `2,000 crore in the 
construction of classrooms 
and school buildings in Delhi. 
The work was done at a high-
ly infl ated cost by the Delhi 
government. The alleged scam 
involves the construction of 
around 12,748 classrooms.

The ACB report said the to-
tal expenditure incurred for 
constructing the classrooms 
and school buildings was 
around `2,892.65 crore. They 
were allegedly constructed at 
the rate of `8,800 per square 
feet, whereas it was common 
knowledge that the average 
construction cost (even for a 
builder of fl ats) was around 
`1,500 per square feet.

The total cost for construct-
ing a classroom and school 
building, according to the 
tender awarded, was allegedly 
around `24.86 lakh per room, 
whereas such rooms are easily 
constructed in Delhi at around 
`5 lakh per room, it said.

The prices were increased 
almost fi ve times to defraud 
the taxpayer by siphoning off 
money from the public exche-
quer in the garb of construction 
cost, the report said.

The panel urged the 
Jal Shakti Ministry to 

strengthen monitoring 
and implementation 

mechanisms

Parl panel fl ags poor fund 
use for water projects

`2,000-CR CLASSROOM ‘SCAM’

Prez nod for FIR against 
Sisodia, Satyendar Jain

India announces $1bn 
fund for creators’ economy 
ahead of WAVES summit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 13: A sum of 
`4,000-5,000 per person was being 
paid by Hyderabad-based fl esh 
trade operators to agents based 
along the India-Bangladesh inter-
national border in West Bengal 
for traffi cking Bangladeshi girls 
into the country, according to an 
ED investigation.

The money laundering probe 
stems from a Telangana Police 
FIR, a case re-registered by the 
National Investigation Agency 
(NIA), against a fl esh trade and 
prostitution racket being run 
by two brothels located on the 
outskirts of the city. The En-
forcement Directorate said in a 
statement Thursday that it has 
provisionally attached assets 
worth `1.90 lakh as part of this 
investigation and this includes 
funds kept in “Paytm wallets 
and bank accounts” as well as 
an immovable property of a man 
named Ruhul Amin Dhali, one 
of the “most prominent” agents 
involved in the illegal traffi cking 
of Bangladeshi girls into India.

The accused, according to the 
ED, were running brothels at 
various places in and around Hy-
derabad and they also sent the 
victim girls to other brothels and 
agents, on a commission basis.

They used “fake and forged” 
Indian identity documents and 
opened several bank accounts 
and online wallets for their ille-
gal activities, the federal probe 
agency said.

Agents paid `4-5K for 
traffi cking Bangladeshi 
girls into India: ED



I fi nd it diffi cult to 
understand why 
India provides 
lifelong pensions 
to politicians 
who serve for 
a relatively 

short period, while a taxpayer 
who has worked for 20 years 
and contributed lakhs in taxes 
receives nothing upon retirement. 
If politicians are considered to be 
performing public service, then 
taxpayers' contributions should 
also be recognized as public 
service, and they should receive 
pensions proportional to their tax 
contributions.
 @venkat_fi n9
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INDIA, BANGLADESH 
HOLD NAVAL EXERCISE 
India and Bangladesh conducted a naval exercise 
and coordinated patrol in the Bay of Bengal this 
week that provided an opportunity for both the na-
vies to develop closer links in tactical planning, co-
ordination and information sharing for undertaking 
seamless maritime operations. Bongosagar 2025 saw 
the participation of INS Ranvir from the Indian Navy 
and BNS Abu Ubaidah from the Bangladesh Navy

After the reorganisation of J-K, 
the apportionment of assets and 
liabilities is to be carried out as 
per the notifi cation issued by the 
general administration depart-
ment in October 2020
OMAR ABDULLAH | CHIEF MINISTER, JAMMU AND KASHMIR

7 killed as gas tanker 
collides with 2 vehicles
Dhar (MP): Seven persons 
were killed and three injured 
after a gas tanker collided with 
a car and a jeep in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Dhar district, police 
said Thursday. The incident 
took place at around 11 pm 
Wednesday when the gas tanker 
coming from the wrong side on 
a road near Bamansuta village 
on Badnawar-Ujjain highway. 
It hit a car and a jeep heading 
from the opposite direction, 
Dhar Superintendent of Police 
(SP) Manoj Kumar Singh said. 
Four persons died on the spot, 
while three others succumbed 
to injuries later in hospital.

Family of 4 found 
dead in Chennai
Chennai: Four members of a 
family including two teenage 
sons were found dead in their 
residence here Thursday, 
police said. The bodies of the 
doctor-advocate couple and 
their two sons were found in 
two separate rooms, police 
said and added that they could 
have ended their lives by 
hanging. The incident came to 
light after the doctor’s driver 
came for work today and 
getting suspicious, informed 
the police who upon opening 
the door found the doctor and 
his wife in one room and their 
sons in another room of the 
residence in Anna Nagar.

Man strangled to death 
for refusing Holi colours 
Jaipur: A 25-year-old man was 
allegedly strangled to death in 
Rajasthan’s Dausa district for 
trying to stop three men from 
applying colour on him ahead 
of Holi, police said Thursday. 
The incident was reported from 
Ralwas village Wednesday 
evening when Ashok, Bablu and 
Kaluram reached a local library 
to apply colour on Hansraj, who 
was preparing for competitive 
exams there, offi cials said. 

State gov-
ernment has 
entered into 

an agreement 
with global tech 
giant Microsoft 
to train two lakh 
youth in Artifi cial Intelligence and 
advanced skills

NARA LOKESH | IT MINISTER, ANDHRA PRADESH

Members of 
civil society 
from both 

countries have 
every year carried 
out candle march 
on March 23 to 
make the demand. I request you 
that an NDA delegation should be 
sent to Lahore

KC TYAGI | JD(U) LEADER

In last eight 
years, 210 
crore plan-

tations have taken 
place in the entire 
state and also en-
sure their survival

YOGI ADITYANATH | 
CHIEF MINISTER, UTTAR PRADESH

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 13: It was 
Holi of 1999, the very day Haj 
pilgrims were to take a train 
from Uttar Pradesh’s commu-
nally sensitive town of Mau 
to Delhi. The situation was 
fraught - till the administra-
tion imposed prohibitory or-
ders to temporarily stop the 
train so the pilgrims in white 
didn’t come face to face with the 
drenched in colour revellers.

Twenty-six years later, it is 
another Holi and another co-
incidence. The festival falls on 
a Friday during Ramzan and 

the administration in various 
states, particularly in Sambhal 
in Uttar Pradesh, is on its toes 
to ensure ‘jumma’ prayers and 
Holi pass off peacefully.

That spring of 1999 and the 
predicament of the authorities 
in Mau has been recalled in 
detail in former Uttar Pradesh 
director general of police (DGP) 
OP Singh’s book “Through My 
Eyes: Sketches from a Cop’s 
Notebook”.

The authorities in Mau 
served the prohibitory order 
on loco pilot (train driver) after 
the Railways refused a request 
from the authorities to delay 
the afternoon train by a few 
hours till Holi festivities end, 
he writes.

“It was the first time in 
India’s history that an order 
under section 144 of the Crim-
inal Procedure Code (CrPC), a 
law typically used to prohib-
it unlawful assemblies and 
prevent disturbances, was 
invoked not to control a mob, 
but to stop a moving train,” 
the former state police chief 
says in the chapter titled 

“The Train under 144 CrPC”.
The former DGP says that 

Mau, a region known for its 
rich yet delicate communal 
fabric, had found itself at the 
heart of an unprecedented ad-
ministrative decision in 1999.

“A seemingly routine train 
schedule had the potential to 
disrupt peace, but an extraor-
dinary step ensured that har-
mony prevailed.”

That particular year, he re-
counts, Holi coincided with the 

departure of a sizable popula-
tion of Haj pilgrims who were 
scheduled to board a train from 
Mau to Delhi, their fi rst stop be-
fore fl ying to Mecca.

“The train was scheduled to 
arrive at noon, exactly when 
Holi celebrations would be 
at their peak. Streets would 
be filled with revelers 
throwing coloured powders 
and water, the air thick with 
the scent of festive sweets 
and burning pyres of Holika 

Dahan from the previous 
night,” the officer writes.

The Muslim pilgrims, the 
chapter says, dressed in white 
clothes and symbolizing purity 
and devotion, would have had 
no way of passing through with-
out being inadvertently caught 
in the revelry and the district 
administration foresaw the 
problem.

Sensing that any “uninten-
tional provocation” may “ig-
nite tempers” in the district 
that had a history of commu-
nal skirmishes, the authorities 
sought the help of the Railway 
authorities “with a simple re-
quest: delay the train by a few 
hours”.

The country’s largest public 
transporter refused, stating 
that train schedules could not 
be altered for local events, no 
matter how sensitive the situa-
tion was and that “operational 
punctuality” was foremost for 
the Railways.

“Faced with an infl exible 
railway system and the looming 
risk of communal discord, the 
district administration took a 

bold and unprecedented step.”
“The prohibitory order was 

served directly to the train 
driver, legally preventing the 
train from proceeding beyond 
a designated railway station 
in a neighboring district,” the 
former DGP says.

Police and other government 
authorities were deployed 
alongside the train that, as per 
Singh, remained “stationary 
for a few hours”, not due to 
technical failure or scheduling 
delays, but by the sheer force 
of law.”

The Holi celebrations 
“died down slowly” and the 
pilgrims boarded the train 
without disturbance, their 
white robes unstained, their 
hearts set on their spiritual 
voyage, he writes.

While the decision to delay 
the train was “extraordinary 
and controversial, it demon-
strated a profound under-
standing of ground realities 
an acknowledgment that 
sometimes, rules must bend 
to uphold peace and coexis-
tence”, Singh says.

BEFORE 
SAMBHAL When a train was halted for Holi and Haj pilgrims
The festival falls on a 
Friday during Ramzan 
and the administration 

in various states, 
particularly in Sambhal 
in Uttar Pradesh, is on 

its toes to ensure ‘jumma’ 
prayers and Holi pass 

off peacefully

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 13: Lead-
er of Opposition Rahul Gandhi 
Thursday said examination 
paper leaks were a “systematic 
failure” and asserted that the 
“serious problem” would be 
eradicated only when all polit-
ical parties and governments 
forget their differences to take 
strict steps together.

The former Congress chief 
said the future of 85 lakh chil-
dren in six states is at risk as 
paper leak has become the most 
dangerous “padmavyuh” for 
our youth.

“Paper leaks put hard-
working students and 
their families into un-
certainty and stress, 
taking away the 
fruits of their hard 
work. It also sends 
the wrong message 
to the next generation 
that dishonesty can be 
better than hard work, which 
is completely unacceptable,” 
he said in a post in Hindi on X.

“It has not even been a year 
since the NEET paper leak 
shook the country. After our 
protest, the Modi government 
hid behind a new law and called 
it a solution, but so many re-
cent leaks have proven that to 
be a failure as well,” he said.

This serious problem is a 
systematic failure, Gandhi 
asserted. It will be eradicated 
only when all political parties 
and governments forget their 
differences and take strict steps 

together, the Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha said.

“The dignity of these 
exams is the right of 

our children and it 
has to be protected 
at all costs,” Gandhi 
asserted.

Using the ‘chakra-
vyuh’ metaphor as a 

leitmotif, Gandhi had 
last year claimed that 

an atmosphere of fear prevails 
all around with a group of six 
trapping the entire country in 
a ‘chakravyuh’ he promised 
would be broken by the INDIA 
bloc.

Chakravyuh’ refers to a 
multi-layered military for-
mation aimed at trapping a 
warrior by opponents placed 
strategically in an alignment 
resembling a lotus-shaped lab-
yrinth. Gandhi had said the 
‘chakravyuh’ is also called a 
‘padmavyuh’ for its resem-
blance to a lotus (BJP’s election 
symbol) formation.

Future of 85L children 
in 6 states at risk: Rahul

RAHUL SLAMS BJP OVER EXAM PAPER LEAKS

The 
dignity of 

these exams is the 
right of our children 

and it has to be 
protected at all costs

RAHUL GANDHI | 
LEADER OF 

OPPOSITION

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 13: The 
Congress Thursday highlight-
ed the recommendations of the 
Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Rural Development 
and Panchayati Raj, including a 
revision of the MGNREGS wage 
rates and making Aadhar-Based 
Payment System optional under 
the fl agship scheme.

In its report, the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on 
Rural Development said the 
suspension of funds to West 
Bengal under MGNREGS and 
other schemes has led to “se-
vere consequences”, including 
a sharp increase in distress 
migration and disruptions in 
rural development initiatives.

The panel, headed by Con-
gress MP from Odisha Saptagiri 
Ulaka, also said there is stagna-
tion of funds in the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS).

Congress General Secretary 
(In-charge, Communications) 
Jairam Ramesh said, “The 
Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Rural Development 
and Panchayati Raj, under the 
chairmanship of Saptagiri Ula-
ka, has released its Demand for 
Grants report for 2025-2026.”

“It has made some key rec-

ommendations – Revision of 
the wage rates due under MGN-
REGA and a move away from 
the CPI-Agricultural Laborers 
Index to determine the hike in 
MGNREGA wages. The release 
of all funds due to West Bengal 
under MGNREGA and other 

schemes,” Ramesh said.
He also highlighted the pan-

el’s recommendation to avoid 
delays in the payment of wages 
and material under the MGN-
REGA, which as of February 
15 amount to `12,219.18 crore 
in wages and `11,227.09 crore 
in material components.

He said the panel has also 
recommended Aadhar-Based 
Payment System must be made 
optional for payment of MGN-
REGA wages and there should 
be an increase in guaranteed 
working days under MGNRE-
GA from 100 days to 150 days.

The panel has also called for 
dilution of the Land Acquisi-
tion, Rehabilitation, and Re-
settlement Act 2013 by States 
need to be discouraged.

REVISITING MGNREGA

CONGRESS PUSHES 
FOR CRUCIAL REFORMS
Cong highlights recommendations of Parliament panel calling for MGNREGS wage revision

The panel, headed by 
Congress MP from 
Odisha Saptagiri 

Ulaka, said there is 
stagnation of funds 

in the Mahatma 
Gandhi National 

Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 13: CBSE 
Class 12 students unable to ap-
pear in Hindi exam scheduled 
March 15 on account of Holi 
will get another opportunity 
write the paper, the board an-
nounced Thursday.

“It has been informed to 
CBSE that, though the festival 
of Holi would be celebrated 
March 14 in most parts of the 
country, in few places, either 
the celebrations would take 
place March 15 or celebrations 
would spill over to March 15,” 
CBSE Examination Controller 
Sanyam Bhardwaj.

He said that after the feed-
back, it has been decided that 
while examination would be 
held as per schedule, the stu-
dents who fi nd it diffi cult to ap-
pear February 15 may choose to 
write the paper on a later date.

“It has been decided that 
such students would be given 
an opportunity to appear along 
with those students for whom a 
special examination is conduct-
ed as per the policy of the board 
for students participating in na-
tional or international sports 
events,” he added.

CBSE allows retest for 
Class XII students missing 
Hindi exam due to Holi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bijapur, March 13: Seventeen 
Naxalites, nine of them collec-
tively carrying cash rewards 
of Rs 24 lakh on their heads, 
surrendered in Chhattisgarh’s 
Bijapur district Thursday, a 
senior police offi cial said.

The cadres, including a cou-
ple, turned themselves in be-
fore senior police and Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
offi cials here, he said.

The Naxalites cited disap-
pointment with the “hollow” 
and “inhuman” Maoist ideol-
ogy, exploitation of innocent 
tribals by senior cadres and 
increasing infl uence of secu-
rity forces, Bijapur Senior Su-
perintendent of Police Jitendra 
Kumar Yadav said.

They were also impressed 
with the ‘Niya Nellanar’ (your 

good village) scheme under 
which security forces and ad-
ministration have been striving 
to provide basic amenities and 
carry out development works in 
interior areas, he said.

All the surrendered Naxal-
ites were active in different 
capacities in the Gangaloor ar-
ea committee of the outlawed 
Maoist organisation, he said.

Of them, Dinesh Modiam (36), 
a divisional committee member 
of Maoists, was wanted in 26 
cases in Bijapur district and 
carried a reward of Rs 8 lakh, 
the senior police offi cial said.

Modiam’s wife Jyoti Tati, 
alias Kala Modiam (32), and 
Dula Karam (32), both active 
as area committee members, 
carried a reward of Rs 5 lakh 
each, he added.

Six of the surrendered cadres 
carried a bounty of Rs 1 lakh 
each on, he said. District Re-
serve Guard, Bastar Fighters, 
Special Task Force, CRPF and 
its elite unit CoBRA (Com-
mando Battalion for Resolute 
Action) played a crucial role 
in the surrender of these Nax-
alites, Yadav said.

17 Naxalites surrender 
in Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur

Devotees perfom 'Holika Dahan' as part of Holi festival celebrations, on the outskirts of Ahmedabad, Thursday PTI PHOTO
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12TH ANNIVERSARY OF PAPACY 
Pope Francis marked the 
12th anniversary of his 
papacy Thursday with in-
creasingly positive medical 
updates four weeks into his 
hospitalisation for double 
pneumonia. The pope spent 
another tranquil night, the 
Vatican said 

Genocide allegations 
Geneva: United Nations-
backed experts Thursday 
accused Israel of “the 
systematic use of sexual, 
reproductive and other 
gender-based violence” in 
its war against Hamas in the 
Gaza Strip. Israel's mission 
to the UN in Geneva rejected 
the allegations and accused 
The Commission of Inquiry 
on the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, which was created 
by the UN-backed Human 
Rights Council, of relying 
on “second-hand, single, 
uncorroborated sources." 
Israel has refused to cooperate 
with the commission, accusing 
it and the council of being 
biased against it. In its 
report released Thursday, 
the commission examined 
the widespread destruction 
of Gaza, the use of heavy 
explosives in civilian areas and 
Israeli attacks on hospitals 
and health facilities. It said all 
three led to “disproportionate 
violence against women and 
children.”

India’s aid to Lanka
Colombo: India has donated 
urgently-needed medicines 
to Sri Lanka responding 
to an urgent request from 
Colombo, the Indian High 
Commission said here 
Thursday. India gifted 50,000 
ampoules of Furosemide 
injection 20mg/2ml to cater 
to its shortage in Sri Lankan 
hospitals in the immediate 
term. These were handed 
over by Santosh Jha, the 
High Commissioner of India 
to Sri Lanka, to the Minister 
of Health and Mass Media 
Nalinda Jayatissa. “India has 
been a reliable friend and 
fi rst responder for Sri Lanka 
during times of diffi culties 
and shortages, including 
in the health sector,” a 
release from the Indian High 
Commission said.

Oz fl exes muscle 
Hong Kong: Australia is 
scrambling to deploy new 
long-range missiles as the 
recent arrival of powerful 
Chinese warships off the 
Australian coast delivers a 
sharp reminder of Beijing’s 
growing naval muscle. In 
a move to boost military 
firepower, Canberra plans 
to arm Australian soldiers 
with anti-ship missiles and 
advanced targeting radars 
to protect the country’s 
vast maritime approaches, 
according to contract 
announcements as well as 
a flurry of recent official 
speeches and ministerial 
statements. Two new types 
of advanced anti-ship 
missiles for the army fired 
from mobile launchers are 
under evaluation with a 
decision expected by the end 
of the year, the government 
has said.

SHORT TAKES
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Islamabad, March 13: Paki-
stan accused India of “spon-
soring terrorism” Thursday 
without directly implicating it 
in the Balochistan train attack 
that killed 21 passengers.

Foreign Offi ce spokesperson 
Shafqat Ali Khan at the weekly 
press briefi ng was asked sever-
al questions about the deadly 
attack on Tuesday, which led 
to a hostage situation lasting 
for more than 24 hours.

“Terrorists were in direct 
communications with Afghani-
stan-based planners throughout 
the incident,” he said, adding 
that Pakistan has repeatedly 
asked Afghanistan to deny 
the use of its soil for terrorist 
groups like the Balochistan Lib-
eration Army (BLA) for their 
attacks against Pakistan.

“We urge Afghanistan to 
hold perpetrators, organisers, 
fi nanciers, of this reprehensi-
ble act of terrorism accountable 

and cooperate with the gov-
ernment of Pakistan to bring 
all those who are concerned 
with this attack, including the 
real sponsors of terrorism to 
justice,” he said. When asked 
about any change of policy 
because India was blamed in 
the past for any activity by the 
BLA, while this time fi nger was 
pointed towards Afghanistan, 
the spokesman said there was 
no change in the policy.

“There is no shift in our pol-
icy. And again, the facts have 
not changed. India is involved in 
sponsoring terrorism against Pa-
kistan. What I was referring to 
was, in this particular incident, 
we have evidence of calls being 
traced to Afghanistan. This is 
what I said,” he responded.

To another question, he said 
that India has been trying to 
destabilise its neighbouring 
countries and running a global 
assassination campaign.

“In our region, unfortunate-
ly, we have many forces against 

peace who do not want to see 
Pakistan reap the dividends of 
its unprecedented and sincere 
efforts in counter-terrorism 
and in building a peaceful re-
gion. The latest terrorist attack 
against Jaffar Express near Sibi 
Balochistan was also orches-
trated and directed by terror-
ist ring leaders operating from 
abroad,” he said.

Responding to another ques-
tion, he said that the “Indian 
media is kind of glorifying the 
BLA which itself refl ects the 
Indian policy, in some ways, if 

not offi cially”.
The spokesperson also 

said Pakistan was pursuing 
a complex and multi-faceted 
anti-terrorism strategy, which 
involves military action, intel-
ligence-based operations and 
diplomatic approach.

To a question, the spokes-
person said that there was no 
change in the deadline for Af-
ghan card holders who have 
been asked to leave by March 31.

“We had a special provi-
sion… regarding Afghan Cit-
izen Cards (ACC). They were 
also given some extra ordinary 
relaxation. It was a step that the 
government of Pakistan took, 
by allowing them to stay, but 

it was not an indefi nite leave 
to stay. Now the government 
has decided that people with 
ACC should leave the country 
by March 31. Beyond that, they 
will be deemed illegal residents 
in Pakistan, and the law will 
take its course,” he said.

He also said that Pakistan 
noted recent media reports, 
claiming a possible ban on Pa-
kistanis from entering the US. 
“So far, we have not been given 
any indication of such a ban on 
Pakistani nationals,” he said.

The spokesperson said that 
Ambassador KK Ahsan Wagan, 
who was detained and denied 
entry by the US, was on a visit 
visa and was not eligible for 
diplomatic immunity. 

He said that US authorities 
informed that he had been 
held for secondary immigra-
tion screening but because of 
US laws, they did not share the 
exact reasons or the charges for 
which he was being put through 
the secondary screening.

BALOCHISTAN 
TRAIN ATTACK

India is involved in sponsor-
ing terrorism against Paki-
stan. What I was referring to 

was, in this particular incident, 
we have evidence of calls being 
traced to Afghanistan

SHAFQAT ALI KHAN | FOREIGN OFFICE 
SPOKESPERSON, PAKISTAN  

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Moscow, March 13: Rus-
sia claimed Thursday that 
its troops have driven the 
Ukrainian army out of the big-
gest town in Russia's Kursk bor-
der region, as a senior Kremlin 
offi cial said that a US-proposed 
30-day ceasefi re in the war 
three years after the full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine would help 
Kyiv by giving its weary and 
short-handed military a break.

The Russian Defence Minis-
try's claim that it recaptured 
the town of Sudzha, hours after 
President Vladimir Putin vis-
ited his commanders in Kursk 
and wore military fatigues, 
could not be independently 
verifi ed. Ukrainian offi cials 
made no immediate comment 
on the claim.

The renewed Russian mili-
tary push and Putin's high-pro-
fi le visit to his troops came as 
US President Donald Trump 
presses for a diplomatic end to 
the war. The US Tuesday lifted 
its March 3 suspension of mil-
itary aid for Kyiv after senior 
US and Ukrainian offi cials 
made progress on how to stop 
the fi ghting during talks held 
in Saudi Arabia.

Trump said Wednesday that 
“it's up to Russia now” as his 
administration presses Moscow 

to agree to the ceasefi re. The 
US president has made veiled 
threats to hit Russia with new 
sanctions if it won't engage 
with peace efforts.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said Thursday that US 
negotiators were on their way 
to Russia, but he wouldn't com-
ment on Moscow's view of the 
ceasefi re proposal.

“Before the talks start, and 

they haven't started yet, it 
would be wrong to talk about 
it in public,” he told reporters.

White House press secretary 
Karoline Leavitt told Fox News 
that national security adviser 
Mike Waltz spoke Wednesday 
with his Russian counter-
part. She also confi rmed that 
Trump's special envoy Steve 
Witkoff will head to Moscow 
for talks with Russian offi cials, 

possibly including Putin.
Russian news agencies re-

ported Thursday that Witkoff's 
plane had landed in Moscow. It 
wasn't immediately possible to 
verify the reports.

Senior US offi cials say they 
hope to see Russia stop attacks 
on Ukraine within the next few 
days.

But Yuri Ushakov, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin's for-
eign policy adviser, complained 
in televised remarks Thursday 
that a ceasefi re would grant 
a “temporary break for the 
Ukrainian military.”

Ushakov said that Moscow 
wants a “long-term peaceful 
settlement that takes into 
account Moscow's interests 
and concerns.” His comments 
came a day after his phone call 
with Waltz.

Ushakov's comments echoed 
statements from Putin, who has 
repeatedly said a temporary 
ceasefi re would benefi t Ukraine 
and its Western allies.

The US still has about $3.85 
billion in congressionally au-
thorized funding for future 
arms shipments to Ukraine, 
but the Trump administra-
tion has shown no interest so 
far in using that authority to 
send additional weapons as it 
awaits the outcome of peace 
overtures.

Russia reclaims Sudzha
Moscow says it has retaken Kursk's biggest town as Putin advisor says truce would help Ukraine

The Ukrainian army's foothold inside Russia has 
been under intense pressure for months from 
a renewed effort by Russian forces, backed by 

North Korean troops. Ukraine's daring incursion 
last August led to the fi rst occupation of Russian 

soil by foreign troops since World War II and 
embarrassed the Kremlin

Pak accuses India of ‘sponsoring terrorism’

REUTERS

Damascus, March 13: Israel 
carried out an air strike on 
the Syrian capital Damascus 
Thursday, targeting what the 
military said was a command 
centre belonging to the Pales-
tinian militant group Islamic 
Jihad, used to direct 'terrorist 
activities' against Israel.

A nine-second video released 
by the military, purportedly 
showing the air strike, cap-
tured what appeared to be an 
explosion at the edge of a build-
ing followed by thick plumes of 
smoke.

The military said the com-
mand centre was used to plan 
and direct "terrorist activities" 
by Islamic Jihad against Israel.

Islamic Jihad spokesperson 
Muhammad al-Haj Musa de-
nied the targeted building was 
a command centre, writing on 
Telegram that it was an empty 
house.

Two Syrian security sources 
told Reuters that target was a 
Palestinian person. It was not 
immediately clear if there were 
any casualties. Syria's state 
news agency said the building 
was located at the edge of Da-
mascus.

Israel bombs 
Syrian capital

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Brussels, March 13: Belgian 
federal prosecutors announced 
Thursday the arrests of several 
people as part of a corruption 
probe linked to the European 
Parliament amid reports in 
local media that Chinese com-
pany Huawei bribed EU law-
makers.

About 100 federal police of-
fi cers carried out 21 searches 
in Brussels, the Flanders and 
Wallonia regions, and Portu-
gal, the federal prosecutor's 
offi ce said.

The suspects were arrested 
for questioning in “connection 
with their alleged involvement 
in active corruption within the 
European Parliament, as well 
as for forgery and use of forg-
eries,” prosecutors said. “The 
offences were allegedly commit-
ted by a criminal organisation.”

According to an investiga-
tion by Le Soir newspaper and 
other media, lobbyists working 
for Chinese telecoms giant Hua-
wei are suspected of bribing 
current or former European 
Parliament members to pro-
mote the company's commer-
cial policy in Europe.

Huawei public relations rep-
resentatives in London did not 
respond to an emailed request 
for comment and could not be 
reached by phone.

The European Parliament 
said only that the assembly 
“takes note of the information" 
and when requested, "always 
cooperates fully with the judi-
cial authorities.”

Huawei, which makes cell-
phones and is the biggest mak-
er of networking gear for phone 
and internet carriers, has been 
caught in tensions between the 
United States and China over 
technology and trade.

European Parl under 
corruption probe

A boy throws ice into the sea in Nuuk, Greenland     PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Dhaka, March 13: Bangladesh 
Thursday termed the recent 
remarks by the Ministry of the 
External Affairs on the country 
as "unwarranted" and amount-
ing to "interference" in another 
country's domestic affairs.

Last week, India voiced con-
cern over Bangladesh releasing 
certain "violent extremists" and 
underlined that it is the respon-
sibility of the interim govern-
ment in Dhaka to protect Hin-
dus and other minorities as well 
as their religious institutions.

Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Mohammad Rafi qul Alam 
said Dhaka took note of the 
MEA's comments concerning 
Bangladesh's elections, law and 
order situation and matters re-
lated to minorities.

"Bangladesh fi rmly believes 
these issues are entirely its 
internal affairs, and such re-
marks are unwarranted and 
tantamount to interference in 
another country's domestic 
matters," he said in his weekly 
media briefi ng.

Alam, who also serves as the 
ministry's public diplomacy 
wing director, said New Delhi's 
comments were misleading as 
well as those did not “refl ect the 
reality on the ground".

COMMUNAL TENSIONS

India’s remarks on 
B’desh unwarranted, 
says Foreign Ministry

Three years 
of war against 
Russia have 

made Ukraine's 
armed forces one 
of the strongest 
in Europe. At the 
same time, the country has accu-
mulated extensive experience in 
defending itself against Russia

ANTTI HÄKKÄNEN | 
DEFENCE MINISTER, FINLAND

Military 
operations 
are never the 

solution to prob-
lems. Even major 
wars have been 
resolved through 
negotiations and efforts for peace 
and stability

IMRAN KHAN  | JAILED FORMER PM, PAKISTAN 

America 
threatens 
with military 

action, but in my 
opinion, this threat 
is irrational. Iran 
is capable of deliv-
ering a reciprocal blow, and it will 
certainly do so

AYATOLLAH ALI KHAMENEI | 
SUPREME LEADER, IRAN 

I think we live in 
a global econo-
my. Everything is 

interlinked. And obviously, 
one of the great advantag-
es of having a situation of 
free trade is to create the 
conditions for all countries 
to benefi t. When we enter 
into a trade war, I believe 
all will lose

ANTONIO GUTERRES  | 
SECRETARY GENERAL, UN 

REUTERS

Tbilisi, March 13: Armenian 
and Azerbaijani offi cials said 
Thursday that they had agreed 
the text of a peace agreement 
to end nearly four decades of 
confl ict between the South 
Caucasus countries, a sudden 
breakthrough in a fi tful and 
often bitter peace process.

The two post-Soviet coun-
tries have fought a series of 
wars since the late 1980s when 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a region in 
Azerbaijan that had a mostly 
ethnic-Armenian population 
at the time, broke away from 
Azerbaijan with support from 
Armenia.

Armenia's Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement Thursday 
that a draft peace agreement 
with Azerbaijan had been fi -
nalised from its side.

"The peace agreement is 
ready for signing. The Repub-
lic of Armenia is ready to start 
consultations with the Republic 
of Azerbaijan on the date and 
place of signing the agreement."

In its statement, Azerbaijan's 

Foreign Ministry said: "We note 
with satisfaction that the nego-
tiations on the text of the draft 
Agreement on Peace and the 
Establishment of Interstate Re-
lations between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia have been concluded."

However, the timeline for 
signing the deal is uncertain 
as Azerbaijan has said a pre-
requisite for its signature is 
a change to Armenia's consti-
tution, which it says makes 
implicit claims to its territory.

Armenia denies such claims, 
but Prime Minister Nikol Pash-
inyan has said repeatedly in re-
cent months that the country's 
founding document needs to 
be replaced and has called for 
a referendum to do so. No date 
has been set.

Russia's TASS state news 
agency cited Pashinyan as tell-
ing journalists Thursday that 
the agreement would prevent 
personnel from third coun-
tries deploying along the Ar-
menia-Azerbaijan border.

That provision would likely 
cover a European Union civil-
ian monitoring mission that 
Baku has criticised, as well 
as Russian border guards who 
police parts of Armenia's fron-
tiers.

The outbreak of hostilities in 
the late 1980s prompted mass 
expulsions of hundreds of thou-
sands of mostly Muslim Azeris 
from Armenia and Armenians, 
who are majority Christian, 
from Azerbaijan.

Armenia, Azerbaijan agree to 
end nearly 40 years of confl ict

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

London, March 13: British 
Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er Thursday declared a war 
on red tape and bureaucracy, 
announcing the abolition of 
an “arms-length body” that 
manages the taxpayer-fund-
ed National Health Service 
(NHE) among some effi ciency 
measures in his mission to “re-
shape” government.

In a major policy speech 
during a visit to Hull in north-
ern England, Starmer said the 
NHS England will be phased 
out to bring the country's 
health service entirely under 
“democratic control” of the 

government. NHS England is a 
quango, which stands for quasi 
autonomous non-governmen-
tal organisation, and stands to 
lose around 10,000 roles as the 
organisation is scrapped.

“I don't see why decisions 
about GBP 200 billion of tax-
payer money on something as 
fundamental to our security 

as the NHS should be taken by 
an arms-length body, NHS En-
gland,” said Starmer.

“And I can't in all honesty ex-
plain to the British people why 
they should spend their money 
on two layers of bureaucracy. 
That money could and should 
be spent on nurses, doctors, GP 
appointments,” he said.

“So today I can announce 
we're going to cut bureaucracy 

across the state... I'm bringing 
management of the NHS back 
under democratic control by 
abolishing the arms-length body 
NHS England. That will put the 
NHS at the heart of government 
where it belongs,” he added.

In wider civil service reforms, 
Starmer noted that the state had 
become “bigger, but weaker” 
and not delivering on its core 
purpose of getting things do-
ne for the British people.“The 
need for greater urgency now 
could not be any clearer. We 
must move further and faster 
on security and renewal. Every 
pound spent, every regulation, 
every decision must deliver for 
working people,” said Starmer.

UK PM declares war on red tape, abolishes health body
A bloated and ineffi cient bu-
reaucracy cannot be justifi ed. 
We have been left with two 

large organisations doing the same 
roles with an enormous amount of 
duplication

WES STREETING | HEALTH SECRETARY
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Business
HEFTY DISCOUNTS BY OLA ELECTRIC 

Ola Electric Thursday announced limited-time 
Holi fl ash sale offers for its S1 range of electric 
scooters. Under this sale, customers can avail 
discounts of up to  26,750 on S1 Air and `22,000 
on S1 X+ (Gen 2), with the models now starting 
at `89,999, and `82,999, respectively, the com-
pany said in a statement. The fl ash sale began 
March 13 and ends March 17

Jio Fin taps debt mkt
Mumbai: India’s Jio Finance, 
a wholly-owned unit of Jio 
Financial Services has tapped 
the debt market with its 
maiden commercial paper (CP) 
issuance, ahead of its debut 
bond sale later this month, 
three merchant bankers said 
Thursday. The non-banking 
fi nance company has issued 
three-month CPs at a yield 
of 7.80% and accepted bids 
worth `10 billion, the bankers 
said. "As expected, Jio Finance 
has started its funding with a 
shorter-tenor CP issuance, and 
we are expecting its bond issue 
in the next 15 days before the 
close of the fi nancial year," one 
of the bankers said.

Tata returns to Lanka
New Delhi: Marking its return 
in Sri Lanka, Tata Motors 
Thursday announced the 
launch of its all-new range of 
passenger vehicles, including 
electric vehicles, in the country. 
The company in partnership 
with its sole authorised 
distributor in Sri Lanka, DIMO, 
launched a range of SUVs - 
Punch, Nexon, and the Curvv, 
along with its popular electric 
hatchback, Tiago.ev, while 
showcasing EV portfolio 
comprising Punch.ev, Nexon.
ev and the Curvv.ev, Tata 
Motors said in a statement. 

SHORT TAKES

uoteu

REUTERS

New Delhi, March 13: Jag-
uar Land Rover has shelved 
plans to build electric vehi-
cles at parent company Tata 
Motor's upcoming $1 billion 
factory in southern India, 
four people with knowledge 
of the matter said.

The British luxury car unit 
was unable to fi nd the right 
price-quality balance for locally 
sourced EV parts, three of them 
said, adding that the decision 
also refl ects slowing demand 
for electric cars.

"For India, all the work (on 
JLR electric vehicles) has 
stopped. Everything has been 
suspended since about two 
months," said a supplier source.

Global car brands are re-
vamping their electrifi cation 

plans amid stiff competition 
from Chinese players, a shift 
in demand in favour of hybrids 
and as governments ease time-
lines to meet emission rules 
and EV sales targets.

JLR's decision is also expect-
ed to delay plans for Tata Pas-
senger Electric Mobility, Tata's 

local electric car unit, to launch 
the fi rst of its premium Avinya 
models, the sources said.

The cars are to be built on 
the same platform as JLR's elec-
tric vehicles and some compo-
nents were to have been jointly 
sourced.

Tata began construction of 

the new factory, which will al-
so assemble vehicles other than 
EVs, in September. The plant is 
slated to produce over 250,000 
cars a year when it reaches full 
capacity in about 5-7 years.

The shelved plans called for 
JLR to manufacture more than 
70,000 electric cars there and 
Tata's EV unit to build 25,000, 
the sources said.

Tata said in a statement to 
Reuters that the production 
timelines and choice of models 
to be built at the new factory 
in the state of Tamil Nadu will 
be aligned with Tata and JLR's 
broader strategy and market 
requirements.

Tata, the biggest seller in In-
dia's nascent EV market, faces 
growing pressure from rivals 
like JSW MG Motor and Mahin-
dra and Mahindra which have 

launched new, feature-rich 
models with longer driving 
ranges.

Tesla is also fi nalising plans 
to launch EVs in India, which 
is the world's third-largest car 
market with 4 million vehicles 
sold annually. EV sales current-
ly account for about 2% of total 
car sales.

Tata's EV unit had planned to 
fi rm up orders with some sup-
pliers by the end of January but 
is now making changes to its 
designs as the economics of its 
plan are not working without 
JLR, sources said

Tata in January pushed back 
the launch of its Avinya EV 
to 2026-2027 from an earli-
er plan for this year. It was 
not immediately clear if the 
current situation will cause 
further delays.

REUTERS

Bangalore, March 13: As 
India's longest equity slump 
in nearly three decades wipes 
out roughly $1 trillion in mar-
ket capitalization, the major 
blow to retail investors is 
denting consumer spending 
and threatening to further 
slow growth in the world's 
fi fth-largest economy.

Investors trying to catch 
their breath may have to wait 
longer for the selloff to ebb, an-
alysts say. 

That spells more trouble for 
consumer spending and the 
broader economy, which is 
expected to grow at its slow-
est pace in four years in the 
current fi nancial year due to 
weak urban demand. Consum-
er spending, already hurt by 
sluggish income growth and 
high infl ation, makes up half of 
India's gross domestic product.

Sonal Varma and Aurodeep 
Nandi, economists at Nomu-
ra, concurred, cautioning that 
"income struggles and balance 
sheet stress" will drag on urban 
consumption and growth.

The income strains have in-
tensifi ed for many investors 
including 31-year-old Mum-

bai-based Vilas Sahay, after the 
benchmark NSE Nifty 50 and 
BSE Sensex indices tumbled 
about 14% since September; the 
retail-focussed small-cap and 
mid-cap indices have fared even 
worse, dropping over 20% and 
confi rming a bear market last 
month.

Lured by a dizzying rally in 
the benchmark indices, which 
more than doubled since the 
Covid-19 pandemic until the 
third quarter of last year, Sa-
hay is among nearly 100 mil-
lion new investors who took to 
trading stocks and equity de-
rivatives via low-cost trading 
platforms.

Sahay invested his `1,00,000 
($1,150) savings in equities in 
January 2024, doubling his 

money by August, which en-
couraged him to borrow funds 
for riskier options trading.

When markets tumbled, he 
suffered losses and borrowed 
more on hopes of a rebound, 
trapping him in debt.

"The thing with option trad-
ing is that the gains are mas-
sive, but I was underprepared 
to face the loss," he said. Sahay 
and his family have slashed 
spending to a bare minimum.

Reuters spoke to two dozen 
retail investors across many 
major cities, including Mum-
bai, Chennai and New Delhi. 
Most, rattled by the sharp fall 
in markets, said they were 
considering pausing or cutting 
their overall spending includ-
ing reducing investments in 

markets in the near term.
Puneet Goyal, a 36-year-old 

from Udaipur in Rajasthan, is 
delaying plans to buy a house, 
after the market downturn 
wiped roughly 14% or `2 mil-
lion off his portfolio's peak 
value. He was hoping to cash 
out from the markets to make 
initial payments for the home.

There are also early signs of 
the market slump impacting 
auto sales.

Two-wheeler sales fell 9% in 
February, data from an auto in-
dustry body showed, while pas-
senger vehicle dispatches grew 
a modest 2%, which Nomura 
analysts partly blamed on weak 
consumer sentiment from mar-
ket volatility.
DIMINISHING RETAIL INTEREST

An extended market slump 
risks slowing the steady fl ow 
of retail money that has helped 
cushion losses during foreign 
investor sell-offs, fund manag-
ers said.

Retail and high-net-worth 
individual (HNI) ownership, 
opens new tab in all listed com-
panies on India's National Stock 
Exchange hit a record 18.2% by 
December-end, surpassing for-
eign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
for the fi rst time since 2006.

But many investors are now 
rethinking their bets.

"I am thinking whether to 
pause the investments or con-
tinue," 29-year-old Mansoor 
Khan, who started investing 
in 2019, said.

He is considering moving in-
vestments to safer assets, such 
as gold, and pausing Systematic 
Investment Plans (SIP) - an in-

vestment mechanism for India's 
retail investors that has drawn 
a monthly average of $1.8 bil-
lion into equity markets over 
the past four years.

The number of individual 
investors participating in the 
cash market slipped to a nine-
month low in January, NSE 
data showed.

Angel One, India's largest 
listed retail broker, reported a 
26% month-on-month drop in 
client acquisitions, opens new 
tab in February.

$1tn jolt: Stocks selloff burns investorsECONOMIC 
RISKS LOOM

Sensex drops for 
5th session in row
Benchmark BSE Sensex reversed 

its early gains to close lower 
by 200 points Thursday, marking 
its fi fth straight session of losses 
due to selling in realty, IT and 
auto counters. The 30-share BSE 
Sensex declined by 200.85 points or 
0.27 per cent to close at 73,828.91 
with 22 of its constituents ending 
lower and eight with gains. The 
index opened higher and hit a high 
of 74,401.11 in the late morning 
session. However, it failed to 
hold onto gains due to persistent 
selling in select blue chips and 
shed 259.17 points or 0.35 per cent 
to hit a low of 73,770.59 later. The 
NSE Nifty fell 73.30 points or 0.33 
per cent to settle at 22,397.20. 
In the session, the benchmark 
declined by 93.15 points or 0.41 
per cent to hit an intraday low of 
22,377.35. As many as 2,457 stocks 
declined while 1,518 advanced 
and 130 remained unchanged on 
the BSE. The market capitalisation 
of BSE-listed fi rms declined by 
`1,71,623.67 crore to `3,91,12,994.41 
crore ($4.49 trillion).

Uncertainty about the impact on global growth from a burst of policies under US President Trump
adds to worries over weak domestic earnings and persistent foreign outfl ows

The equity market 
correction could re-
sult in a moderation 

of household investment and 
urban consumption demand, 
and that could possibly 
weigh on economic growth
GAURA SEN GUPTA | ECONOMIST, IDFC FIRST 
BANK

 Investors cut 
spending, raising 
more risks for 
economic growth

Nifty 50 down 
14.5% from 
September peak; 
Sensex off 13.9%

Small, mid-caps 
in bear market 
grip, drop 20% 
from record highs

Retail, large investors 
face stiff losses

Market fall hits trading volumes, 
hurts online brokerages

JLR shelves EV plan at Tata plantMASSIVE 
SETBACK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 13: Gold 
prices climbed by `600 to revisit 
the all-time high of `89,450 per 
10 grams in the national capi-
tal Thursday amid a fi rm global 
trend, according to local mar-
ketmen.

The precious metal of 99.9 per 
cent purity had settled at ̀ 88,850 
per 10 grams Wednesday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent purity 
advanced by `600 to reclaim 
its all-time high level of `89,050 
per 10 grams. It had settled at 
`88,450 per 10 grams.

The yellow metal of 99.9 and 
99.5 per cent purity inched up 
by `50 to hit an all-time high of 
`89,450 and `89,050 per 10 grams 
February 20.

Silver prices also rallied 
by `1,000 to hit nearly a fi ve-
month high of `1,01,200 per kg. 
The white metal had fi nished at 
`1,00,200 per kg in the previous 
market close.

Meanwhile, in futures trade 
on the Multi Commodity Ex-
change, gold contracts for April 
delivery rallied by `210 or 0.24 
per cent to hit a record high of 
`86,896 per 10 grams in the eve-
ning session.

"Gold prices surged to a new 
record high in the domestic 
market, while in the interna-
tional market, spot gold rallied 
to near-record highs buoyed by 
safe-haven demand and cool-
er-than-expected US consumer 
infl ation data, which support-
ed the case for further Federal 
Reserve monetary easing this 
year," Saumil Gandhi, Senior 
Analyst - Commodities at HD-
FC Securities, said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 13: Do-
mestic passenger vehicle dis-
patches from factories to com-
pany dealers rose 1.9 per cent 
year-on-year to 3,77,689 units 
in February amid slowing de-
mand, industry body SIAM said 
Thursday.

The total passenger vehicle 
wholesales stood at 3,70,786 
units in February 2024.

"Passenger vehicles segment 
remained resilient and posted 
its highest ever sales of Febru-
ary in 2025 of 3.78 lakh units, 
with a growth of 1.9 per cent as 
compared to February 2024," 
Society of Indian Automobile 
Manufacturers (SIAM) Director 
General Rajesh Menon said in a 
statement.

Total two-wheeler dispatches, 
however, witnessed a decline 
of 9 per cent year-on-year to 
13,84,605 units last month.

Scooter sales declined mar-
ginally to 5,12,783 units in Feb-
ruary this year as compared to 
5,15,340 units in the year-ago 
period.

Motorcycle dispatches to 
dealers declined 13 per cent 
year-on-year to 8,38,250 units 
last month as against 9,64,362 
units in February last year.

Moped sales declined 18 per 
cent year-on-year to 33,572 units 
in February.

Two-wheeler wholesales 
stood at 15,20,761 units in Feb-
ruary last year.

Total three-wheeler dispatch-
es to dealers rose 5 per cent 
year-on-year to 57,788 units last 
month as compared to 55,175 

units in the year-ago period.
Passenger carrier 

three-wheeler sales rose to 
46,111 units last month as com-
pared to 43,173 units in Febru-
ary last year.

Goods carrier three-wheeler 
dispatches stood at 10,603 units 
in February as against 10,013 
units sold in the same month 
last year, registering an in-
crease of 6 per cent.

E-rickshaw dispatches de-
clined 51 per cent year-on-year 
to 741 units in February.

The British luxury car unit’s decision is expected to delay Tata’s India EV plans
JLR had plans to 

source parts locally for 
EVs, sources say

Tata making design changes to Avinya EV range, sources say

There were problems with 
price-quality mix in procuring 
parts, sources say

PV despatches show resilience

Upcoming festivities of Holi and Ugadi in March is 
likely to continue to drive demand, thereby closing 
FY 2024-25 on a reasonably positive note

    RAJESH MENON | DIRECTOR GENERAL, SIAM

FIRM GLOBAL CUES

Gold reclaims all-time 
high level of `89,450

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 13: LG 
Electronics India Ltd, a subsid-
iary of the South Korean chae-
bol LG, has received markets 
regulator Sebi's approval for 
its `15,000 crore initial public 
offering (IPO), people familiar 
with the matter said Thursday.

In December, LG Electronics 
India fi led preliminary papers 
with Sebi for an IPO where-
in the parent company will 
sell over 10.18 crore shares, 
amounting to a 15 per cent 
stake.

Now, the company has re-
ceived approval from the Se-
curities and Exchange Board 
of India (Sebi) to fl oat its public 
issue, people familiar with the 
matter said.

The company did not dis-
close the total issue size, but 
they said the pegged IPO size 
is `15,000 crore.

Since the public issue is com-
pletely an offer for sale (OFS), 
LG Electronics India will not 
receive any IPO proceeds. 
The funds raised will go to the 
South Korean parent.

Last month, LG Electronics 
started roadshows for the up-
coming IPO of its Indian unit.

LG Electronics India is a 
leading player in major home 
appliances and consumer elec-
tronics. The company products 
are sold to both B2C and B2B 
customers in India and abroad. 
It also provides installation, re-
pair, and maintenance services 
for all its products.

The company manufactures 
and sells products, including 
washing machines, refrigera-
tors, LED TV panels, inverter 
air conditioners, and micro-
waves. It has manufacturing 
units in Noida, Uttar Pradesh 
and Pune, Maharashtra.

LG Electronics India 
to fl oat `15K-cr IPO

This will be the second 
South Korean company to 

tap the Indian stock 
market following the listing 
of Hyundai Motors India 
Ltd in October last year

The 
fi nancial 
services 

industry has 
moved be-
yond innova-
tion pilots to 
real-world implementation in 
2024-25. Firms are integrat-
ing GenAI with core banking 
systems, including CRM, loan 
origination, card management 
platforms, among other areas
PRATIK SHAH | PARTNER AND NATIONAL 
LEADER (FINANCIAL SERVICES), EY INDIA

Employers 
must invest 
in skilling, 

mentorship, 
and leader-
ship pipelines 
tailored for 
blue-collar women. Increas-
ing women's participation 
today is more than 
just about diversity, it's 
an economic necessity
SASHI KUMAR  | HEAD OF SALES, INDEED INDIA

Our data 
costs are 
a fraction 

of what they 
would be in 
Europe, the US, 
or any other 
developed country. When we 
combine low-cost data with 
the high-quality talent that 
India possesses, we have a 
revolution awaiting 
us in the fi eld of creativity 
and technology
PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

We deeply 
regret 

this measure. 
Tariffs are taxes. 
They are bad for 
business, and 
even worse for 
consumers
URSULA VON DER LEYEN | 
PRESIDENT, EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 13: Yoga 
Guru Ramdev-led Patanjali 
Ayurved and Rajnigandha 
maker Dharampal Satyapal 
Group (DS Group) will acquire 
Magma General Insurance at a 
valuation of `4,500 crore from 
Sanoti Properties LLP, a com-
pany statement said Thursday.

Magma General Insurance is 
jointly held by Adar Poonawal-
la and Rising Sun Holdings.

Sanoti Properties has ap-
proved the sale of its insurance 
subsidiary Magma General 
Insurance (erstwhile Magma 
HDI General Insurance Com-
pany), along with Celica De-
velopers and Jaguar Advisory 
Services, as per the share pur-
chase agreement with Patanja-
li Ayurved and DS Group, the 
statement said.

The deal is "at a valuation of 
`4,500 crore, subject to regula-
tory approvals", it added.

Magma General Insurance, 
with over 70 products across 
various categories, offers insur-
ance to secure all major risks in 
the general insurance sphere.

Patanjali Ayurved, DS Group to 
buy Magma General Insurance

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 13: India 
will be the world's third-largest 
economy by 2028 as it becomes 
the world's most sought-after 
consumer market and gains 
share in global output, driven 
by macro stability infl uenced 
policy and better infrastruc-
ture, Morgan Stanley said.

From a $3.5 trillion economy in 
2023, the Indian economy is pro-
jected to expand to $4.7 trillion 
in 2026, which will make it the 
fourth largest in the world behind 
the US, China and Germany.

In 2028, India will overtake 
Germany as its economy will 
expand to $5.7 trillion. Accord-
ing to Morgan Stanley, India 
was the 12th largest economy in 
the world in 1990, slipped to 13th 
position in 2000 before rising to 
9th rank in 2020 and 5th in 2023.

India's share in the world 
GDP is projected to rise from 
3.5 per cent to 4.5 per cent in 
2029. It projects three scenar-
ios for India's growth - Bear - 
where the economy expands to 
$6.6 trillion by 2035 from $3.65 
trillion in 2025, Base - where it 
grows to $8.8 trillion and Bull - 
where the size balloons to $10.3 
trillion.

India to be 3rd largest 
economy by 2028, 
says Morgan Stanley The total passenger 

vehicle wholesales 
stood at 3,70,786 units 

in February 2024
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Mar 13: Three-
time Paralympic champion 
long jumper Vanessa Low of 
Australia lived up to her top 
billing as she easily clinched 
gold in T61-64 class while In-
dia's Paris Games medallist 
Preethi Pal bagged a bronze in 
T35-38 class 200m race on the 
concluding day of the World 
Para Athletics Grand Prix here 
Thursday.

India fi nished on top of the 
medal tally with a total haul 
of 134 -- 45 gold, 40 silver, and 
49 bronze. Around 150 Indians 
had competed in the Grand Prix 
while around 100 were from 
other 19 countries.

Vanessa, one of the few top 
stars taking part in the three-
day event, cleared a distance of 
4.96m in her third attempt, to 
stand on the top of the podium.

Zhanna Fekolina, a Neutral 
Paralympic Athlete, and In-
dia's Bhavani Munniyandi took 
home the silver and bronze re-
spectively with efforts of 4.13m 
and 3.51m at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Stadium here.

T61-64 classifi cation is for 
those athletes who are compet-
ing with prosthesis affected by 
limb defi ciency and leg length 
difference.

"I am happy with my per-
formance. It's fun moments 
here in India. I will be coming 
back here for the World Para 
Athletics Championships (in 
September)," Vanessa said af-
ter the event. She also said she 
will take part in the 2026 edition 
of the event.

India has signed a four-year 
contract with the World Para 
Athletics to host the Grand Prix 
annually till 2028. Meanwhile, 
the 24-year-old Preethi, who 
had earlier secured a silver 

in the 100m run, added anoth-
er medal by winning bronze 
in the women's 200m T35-38 
fi nal, clocking 31.50 seconds.
Rhiannon Clarke of Australia 
won gold with a timing of 26.76 
seconds while Margarita Gon-
charova, a neutral paralympic 
athlete, took the silver with a 
time of 27.00 seconds.  

Preethi had created history 
during the Paris Paralympics 
in 2024 as she became the fi rst 
Indian woman track and fi eld 
athlete to win two medals at 

the Paralympics by clinching 
a bronze each in the 100m and 
200m T35 category.

T35 classifi cation is meant 
for athletes who have coordi-
nation impairments such as hy-
pertonia, ataxia and athetosis.

"Clocking 31.50 seconds is 
all right because I had trained 
for just over a week. It was off 
season going on, I was not to 
compete but still I competed," 
she told PTI after her event.

"My goal is to win gold in 
World Para Athletics Champi-
onships here in September. I 

am hoping to compete outside 
the country at least once. I am 
in TOPS (Target Olympic Podi-
um Scheme), so let us see."

Indians swept all the medals 
in the men's shot put F11–F20 
category, as Sagar clinched gold 
with a throw of 11.47m, followed 
by Janka Singh with silver with 
9.91m and Balaji Rajendran with 
bronze with 9.89m. In the wom-
en's long jump T20–T37 event, 
Irina Sapanzha won gold with 
a leap of 5.35m while Valentina 
took silver with 5.16m and In-
dia's Bhuvi Agarwal secured 
bronze with an effort of 4.16m.

In the men's shot put F40–F41 
event, Denis Gnezdilov, a Neu-
tral Paralympic Athlete, took 
the gold, followed by Aiaal Sivt-
sev with silver, while India's 
Ravi Rangoli secured bronze.

The men's 200m T35 event 
saw Dmitrii Safronov, a Neu-
tral Paralympic Athlete, tak-
ing gold with a time of 24.20 
seconds. India's Vinay and 
Abhishek Babasaheb Jadhav 
claimed silver and bronze re-
spectively with 29.58 seconds 
and 31.55 seconds. In the men's 
200m T37, Neutral Paralympic 
Athletes displayed exce
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Birmingham, March 13: In-
dia's Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty advanced to 
the second round of the men's 
doubles competition at the All 
England Championships, regis-
tering a straight-game victory 
over Denmark's Daniel Lund-
gaard and Mads Vestergaard.

Returning to the court after 
his father's loss last month, 
Satwik, along with his doubles 
partner Chirag, put on an im-
pressive display, securing a 21-
17, 21-15 win in just 40 minutes 
late Wednesday.

Moments after sealing the 
victory, Satwik raised his fi n-
ger to the sky, his gaze fi xed 
skyward -- perhaps reaching 
out to his father, searching for 
him in the beyond.

It's tough, but that's how life 
is, said Satwik. It wasn't ex-
pected.

The 24-year-old from 
Amalapuram expressed his 
gratitude to his partner for be-
ing there during this challeng-
ing time.

During hard times he (Shet-
ty) came to my home town, we 
practised there a bit, and for 
that I'm thankful. He was there 
during my injury; his parents 
came down and our coach also 
came down to my home town.

My father always wanted to 
bring them there.

Refl ecting on the sudden turn 
of events in the past fortnight, 
Chirag said Credit to Satwik, 
what he's gone through and 
how he's come back and decid-
ed to play here, nobody could 
do that.

Kudos to him, he's a strong-
willed person to come out of it, 
and keep it all aside, because 
that's what his dad would've 
wanted him to do. I'm proud to 
be his partner.

The duo, seeded 7th, will 
next take on China's Hao Nan 
Xie and Wei Han Zeng in the 
round of 16 Thursday.

In other matches involving 

Indian players, Lakshya Sen 
will face Indonesia's Jonatan 
Christie, while Malvika Ban-
sod takes on Japan's third seed 
Akane Yamaguchi, a two-time 
World Champion.

Malvika had earlier stunned 
Singapore's Yeo Jia Min in her 
debut match at the prestigious 
tournament.

World No 9 Treesa Jolly 

and Gayatri Gopichand, who 
reached back-to-back semifi -
nals at this event, will meet 
the eighth-seeded Korean pair 
of Hye Jeong Kim and Hee 
Yong Kong.

Rohan Kapoor and Ruthvika 
Shivani Gadde will square off 
against the fi fth-seeded Chi-
nese duo of Yan Zhe Feng and 
Ya Xin Wei.

WORLD PARA ATHLETICS GRAND PRIX

Athletes lead the medal 
tally with an astounding 
haul of 145 medals -- 45 

gold, 40 silver, and 
49 bronze

INDIANS DOMINATE

Odisha’s para athlete Suchitra 
Parida clinching gold in the 

Women’s F-55 Javelin throw with a 
remarkable 15.93m throw

Odisha’s Jayanti Behera on bag-
ging bronze medal in the women’s 

100m T-47 category

ALL ENGLAND CHAMPIONSHIPS

Satwik-Chirag pair enters 
2nd round in men's doubles

LAKSHYA STUNS CHRISTIE
India's Lakshya Sen stunned world no. 2 Jonatan Christie of Indonesia 

in straight games in a superlative display to enter the men's singles 
quarterfi nals of the All England Championships here Thursday. Lakshya 
just took 36 minutes to beat Christie 21-13 21-10 in a one-sided contest. 
The win reduced Lakshay's head-to-head record against Christie to 
3-4. This was the fi rst time Lakshya played Christie, seeded third in 
this event, after the Paris Olympics. Lakshya dominated Christie from 
the word go in a fl uent show of skills. The Indian used his energy and 
superb court coverage to fox the Indonesian and raced to a narrow 
11-7 lead at the break in the fi rst game. But after the break Christie 
tried to forge his 
way back into the 
contest latching on 
Lakshya's unforced 
errors to bring 
it level to 12-12. 
Thereafter, Lakshya 
upped his game as 
Christie struggled 
as the Indian forced 
his way into the 
quarterfi nals with 
consummate ease.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Madrid, March 13: Real Ma-
drid beat Atletico Madrid in 
a Champions League penalty 
shootout — again — to keep its 
title defense alive Wednesday 
and advance to the quarterfi -
nals.

Defender Antonio Rüdiger 
scored the decisive spot-kick 
in a 4-2 shootout win after two 

Atletico players missed. Marco 
Llorente's shot struck the bar 
after Julián Álvarez's score de-
spite slipping was disallowed 
on video review because he 
touched the ball twice.

Madrid also beat Atletico in a 
shootout to win the 2016 fi nal — 
part of a streak of eliminating 
its city rival in the knockout 
rounds for four straight years. 
That hard-luck run started with 

the 2014 fi nal when Atletico 
gave up an equalizing goal in 
stoppage time.

Madrid moves on to the 
quarterfi nals to face Arsenal, 
which also advanced Wednes-
day along with Aston Villa 
and Borussia Dortmund. The 
quarterfi nals lineup was com-
pleted with Madrid's win in a 
tense derby that had ended 2-2 
on aggregate score.

Atletico led 1-0 after 90 min-
utes and extra time in a typical-
ly tenacious performance at its 
Metropolitano Stadium to can-
cel out Madrid's 2-1 advantage 
from the fi rst leg last week.

“When you get knocked out, 
it is not easy to digest," Atletico 
coach Diego Simeone said, “but 
I go out with a feeling of peace.”

Two key incidents defi ned 
regulation time. Atletico Ma-
drid scored within 30 seconds 
and Real Madrid missed a pen-
alty in the 70th minute.

Atletico took the lead with 
its fi rst attack when England 
midfi elder Conor Gallagher 
pounced on the ball from close 
range when a cross by Rodrigo 
De Paul was defl ected into the 
goalmouth.

Madrid star Vinícius Júnior 
blazed a penalty kick high over 
the Atletico goal when he could 
have sent the 15-time champion 
through. He was substituted in 
extra time for his teenage fel-
low Brazilian, Endrick.

Kylian Mbappé and Jude 
Bellingham stepped up to score 
Madrid's fi rst two spot-kicks, 
and Fede Valverde also scored 
before Lucas Vazquez's kick 
was saved by Jan Oblak.

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Real beat Atletico on penalties POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 13: 
Being supported by Vedanta 
Aluminium, para judo athlete 
Mohan Sahu from Odisha’s 
tribal-dominated Kalahandi 
district clinched two bronze 
medals at the 13th National 
Para Judo Championship 2025 
while representing the state. 

Blessed as a talented athlete, 
Mohan demonstrated his prow-
ess in the Junior JI (66 kg) and 
Senior JI (64 kg) categories. 

He is now preparing to rep-
resent India at the prestigious 
Asian Para Judo Championship 
2025 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.

In his reactions, an elated Mo-
han Sahu said, “I’m immensely 
grateful to Vedanta Aluminium 
for their support that has given 
me the confi dence to compete at 
the highest levels. Their encour-
agement and assistance have been 
invaluable in my journey as a pa-
ra-athlete. I’ll strive to make my 
country and supporters proud.”

Emphasizing the company’s 
dedication to nurturing local 
talents, Sunil Gupta, Chief Op-
erating Offi cer (COO), Vedanta 
Aluminium, stated, “We believe 
in the power of sports to inspire 
and transform lives. Support-
ing athletes like Mohan Sahu is 

part of our larger commitment 
to inclusivity and community 
development. We’re proud to 
stand by him as he takes on 
new challenges at the national 
and international levels.”

Notably, Vedanta Alumin-
ium’s mines team is support-
ing Mohan Sahu in realizing 
his dreams of earning laurels 
at national and international 
events. For his recent participa-
tion in the national event held 
in Lucknow, the company pro-
vided him with the necessary 
equipment and fi nancial aid. 
With the resources he needed, 
a fully-equipped Mohan Sahu 
competed alongside India’s top 
para-athletes to showcase his 
potential and perform his best. 

Also need to be mentioned 
that, Vedanta Aluminium has 
previously supported two Kabad-
di players from Odisha’s another 
tribal-dominated Rayagada dis-
trict when the duo represented 
India at the International Kabad-
di Tournament in Nepal.

Vedanta’s para judo athlete 
bags two bronze medals
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Karachi, March 13: The Pa-
kistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
Thursday increased the play-
ers' match fee for the National 
T20 Championship after its de-
cision to enforce a pay cut faced 
severe backlash.

The PCB had earlier reduced 
the match fees to Rs 10,000 and 
Rs 5,000 for players and re-
serves, forcing its chairman 
Mohsin Naqvi to issue orders 
to review the decision.

Finding itself in a corner af-
ter widespread criticism, PCB 
has now increased the match 
fees of players to Rs 40,000 and 
reserves to Rs 20,000.

Pakistan's domestic cricket 
schedule and structure has 

been under discussion this 
season after the board abruptly 
stopped the National Under-19 
Championship after just one 
day's play.

The decision to reduce the 
match fees was earlier taken on 
the orders of Naqvi after com-
plaints of selection of over-age 
players and other issues.

Interestingly, the National ju-
nior event, which is seen as the 
best platform for new talent, has 

still not been held this season. 
There have also been reports of 
the domestic department cut-
ting facilities for players in do-
mestic cricket like termination 
of contracts and lowering hotel 
and travelling standards.

PCB sources claim that the 
expense cuts have been exe-
cuted because of the increased 
domestic cricket events this 
season which were earlier not 
included in the budget.

PCB revises match fees after fl ak
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Melbourne, March 13: Mer-
cedes team principal and chief 
executive Toto Wolff has denied 
rumors on the eve of the Aus-
tralian Grand Prix weekend 
that he's still seeking to sign 
reigning F1 world champion 
Max Verstappen for 2026.

Mercedes, which has a new 
driver lineup this year that sees 
rookie prospect Andrea Kimi 
Antonelli join George Russell, 
is hoping to emerge from its 
recent lean spell in F1 that has 
seen it score just fi ve wins from 
the last three seasons, four of 
which came in 2024.

But while Verstappen was 
reportedly on Mercedes' shop-
ping list last year as a top-gun 

replacement for its then-outgo-
ing star Lewis Hamilton, Silver 
Arrows' team boss Wolff says 
extending Russell's contract 
beyond 2025 is the priority.

“I think we've said it pretty 
clearly last year, and (Verstap-
pen) said the same, we need 
to concentrate on our driver 
line-up, we need to do (the best 
with) that we have," Wolff said 

Thursday in Melbourne.
“I don't fl irt outside if I'm in 

a good relationship, and that 
is true for this year, too. So, 
at the moment that is not on 
any, let's say, radar and I don't 
plan to shift my concentration 
away from these guys and make 
sure that George has a contract 
(extension) pretty soon and we 
agree on the fi nal things.”

Plenty of decisions to come-
Wolff's future driver lineup 
came into focus this week af-
ter McLaren extended its deal 
with Australian Oscar Piastri, 
which puts him out of reach 
during the sport's next big ex-
pected grid shuffl e in 2027.

“We have had a chat (with 
Russell) a few weeks ago about 
what the right timing would be 
to liaise, and I'm — naively or 
not — someone that sticks to 
what he says,” Wolff said.

“These three (including re-
serve driver Valtteri Bottas) 
are the combination that I 
want to go forward with Mer-
cedes, and I have no reasons to 
doubt that. We're going to fi nd 
some time, I guess, before the 
summer.”

FORMULA 1

Wolff says he's not looking to sign Verstappen

PKF invited India for 
three-nation tourney
Karachi: The Pakistan Kabaddi 
Federation (PKF) on Thursday 
said it has invited its Indian 
counterparts to send their 
national team for a three-nation 
international tournament in the 
country in April. Chaudhary Shafay 
Hussain, the president of the 
PKF, said after a general council 
meeting that the tournament, 
named Guru Nanak Friendship 
Cup, would be held in Lahore next 
month. "We have also invited India 
to send its team to Pakistan for 
this event," he said.  Iran would be 
the third side in the tournament, 
he added. "We believe that sports 
can play a big role in improving 
relations between Pakistan and 
India," Hussain said.

India win 5 medals
New Delhi: India secured two gold, 
two silver, and one bronze medal 
across two sporting disciplines to 
extend their medal tally to nine 
on the second day of the Special 
Olympics World Winter Games in 
Turin, Italy. Snowboarding, which 
brought India four medals on the 
opening day of the tournament, 
added two more accolades to the 
tally Wednesday. Bharti (division 
F25) clinched a gold medal in the 
Novice Slalom Final, while Harshita 
Thakur (division F26) secured a 
bronze in the same event. 
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