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AIADMK, BJP join hands for TN polls

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, April 11: The BJP
and ATADMK Friday sealed
a poll alliance, with Union
Minister Amit Shah declar-
ing that the 2026 Tamil Nadu
Assembly election will be
fought under the leadership
of AIADMK chief Edappadi K
Palaniswami.

With the parties rekindling
their alliance nearly two years
after they parted ways, Shah
said it will be Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership at
the Centre and Palaniswami at
the state level.

Terrorist killed in

“AIADMK and BJP have
decided to fight next (year’s)
polls...from 1998, AIADMK
has been part of BJP alliance
(at different points of time). PM
Modi and late Chief Minister
J Jayalalithaa had worked
together in national politics,”
Shah told a press conference,
flanked by Palaniswami and
outgoing BJP TN chief K An-
namalai, here.

“We will form a government
together led by Edappadi Pal-
aniswami,” he said, indicating
it would be a coalition govern-
ment should the NDA win.

He exuded confidence that

the NDA will get a solid man-
date and form a government.

On AJADMK’s divergent
stand on certain issues, Shah
said they will sit and discuss.
There will be a Common Min-
imum Programme if required.

He also slammed the ruling
DMK in the state, alleging it
was raking up issues like San-
atan Dharma, 3-language policy
and delimitation with the sole
intention to take attention
away from key issues.

People were demanding an-
swers from the ruling dispensa-
tion over a number of ‘scams,’
and they would vote on genuine

issues, Shah said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Friday hailed the AIAD-
MK’s decision to join the BJP-
led National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) and asserted that
it is important that the ‘corrupt
and divisive’ DMK is uprooted
at the earliest in Tamil Nadu.

“Stronger together, united
towards Tamil Nadu’s prog-
ress! Glad that ATADMK joins
the NDA family. Together, with
our other NDA partners, we
will take Tamil Nadu to new
heights of progress and serve
the state diligently. We will
ensure a government that ful-

fils the vision of the great MGR
and Jayalalithaa Ji,” Modi said
in a post on X.

He said for the sake of Tamil
Nadu’s progress and to pre-
serve the uniqueness of Tamil
culture, it is important that the
‘corrupt and divisive; DMK is
uprooted at the earliest, which
the alliance will ensure.

Palaniswami, also known
as EPS, said the AIADMK was
honoured to be welcomed into
a partnership with NDA. “An
alliance founded on a shared
vision for Tamil Nadu’s prog-
ress and prosperity,” he said in
a social media update.
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2% DA hike for govt
employees, pensioners

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 11:
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi Friday announced a two
per cent hike in the dearness
allowance (DA) for state gov-
ernment employees and pen-
sioners.

With this hike, the ratio of
DA for government employees
and TI (temporary increase) for
pensioners will rise from 53 per
cent to 55 per cent, an official
release issued by the CMO said.

It said the hike will be imple-

mented retrospectively from
January 1, 2025. Employees
will receive the increased DA
as cash benefit along with their
April salary. This decision will
benefit around 8.5 lakh state
government employees and
pensioners, the release added.

Earlier, the state govern-
ment had announced a 3 per
cent hike in DA (from 50 per
cent to 53 per cent) for its em-
ployees in October last year
retrospectively. The pension-
ers also got a 3 per cent hike
in dearness relief.

DSPL-27

encounter in J&K

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, April 11: One
terrorist was Kkilled in an
encounter with security
forces in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Kishtwar district Fri-
day while a separate opera-
tion to track down a group
of three terrorists is under-
way in Udhampur district,
Army officials said.
The security agencies
have expanded the scope of
_surveillance to the Bhader-
wah area of Doda district
to track the terrorists po-
tentially moving between
different locations in the
hilly districts of the Jammu
region. Deputy Inspector
General (DIG), Kishtwar-Do-
da-Ramban Range, Shridhar
Patil said the operations in
the region have been going
on for the past three days.
“One terrorist was elimi-
nated this morning,” he told
reporters in Kishtwar. Oth-
- er terrorists in the region
are trapped and the opera-

tion will continue until they
are all eliminated, he added.

According to the offi-
cials, the encounter in
Kishtwar broke out during
an intelligence-based
search-and-destroy opera-
tion launched jointly by Ar-
my and Jammu and Kash-
mir Police in the Chatru
forest area of the district.
During the operation, the
forces established contact
with the terrorists.

“The terrorists were ef-
fectively engaged, and a fire-
fight ensued. One terrorist
has been neutralised so far,”
the Army's White Knight
Corps or 16 Corps, said in a
post on X. “Despite hostile
terrain and adverse weath-
er, our brave soldiers con-
tinue relentless operations,”
it said. Special forces braved
high-snow areas and treach-
erous terrains to track down
one terrorist, while a few
others are still on the move
under significant pressure
from the security forces.

Man killed, another hurt
for opposing liquor trade

POST NEWS NETWORK

Loisingha, April 11: A
violent outburst stemming
from a longstanding fami-
ly feud over illegal liquor
trade has left one man dead
and another critically in-
jured in Sargada village
under Loisingha block and
Sadar police limits of Bol-
angir district. The incident
unfolded Thursday night
and has left the villagers
shocked.

The de-
ceased has
been identi-
fied as Arun
Sae Patel, a
resident  of g
the village, =
while the in-
jured, Joges-
war  Saraf,
is currently
undergoing
treatment af-
ter suffering
serious head
injuries. Po-
lice and a forensic team
arrived at the scene and
launched an investiga-
tion Friday morning. The
body was sent to Bhima
Bhoi Medical College and
Hospital in Bolangir for
post-mortem.

According to sources,
Arun Sae Patel, son of Bi-
jay Sae Patel of Sargada
village, had a protracted
dispute with one Prasadu
Nayak and his son Uma
over some local illicit li-
quor trade, which had cre-
ated deep-seated conflicts
between the families. A
quarrel reportedly broke
out Thursday afternoon
between Prasadu, Arun
and Jogeswar.

Following the alterca-
tion, Jogeswar returned
home and told his wife
that Prasadu assaulted
him without provocation.
Later, Jogeswar and his
wife went to Prasadu’s

house to discuss the mat-
ter. However, in a fit of
rage, Prasadu and his son
allegedly attacked Joges-
war with wooden planks
in front of his wife, leav-
ing him severely injured.
He received eight stitches
on his head.

Jogeswar alleged that
Arun too was attacked lat-
er, which resulted in his
death.

In his statement to po-
lice, Bijay Sae Patel said

e thatearlier in
/2y the day, Uma
' had visited

thoR
i their home
and warned
them to keep
Arun under
control. He
said similar
. warnings had
been issued
before. In the
fateful eve-
ning, Bijay
and his wife
had gone to
nearby Bhadra village to
attend a religious gath-
ering. However, due to a
thunderstorm, they were
unable to return that night.
Upon returning to the vil-
lage at around 5 am Friday,
they were informed about
the death of Arun.

Meanwhile, Bijay de-
manded a fair investi-
gation and strict action
against the accused. The in-
cident has sent shockwaves
through the village. Local
residents have demand-
ed the district and police
administrations to take
strong steps to end illegal
liquor trade in the area.

It is worth noting that
Arun had unsuccessfully
contested the 2022 pancha-
yat elections for a Samiti
member position.

Police have detained the
father-son duo for ques-
tioning in connection with
the incident.
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ZACHARY LEVI, MAGGIE KEATING SAMUEL L JACKSON
WELCOME THEIR FIRST CHILD TO LEAD MAN OF WAR

@ Orissa

SATURDAY | APRIL 12,2025 | BHUBANESWAR Shazam! star Zachary Levi welcomed his Actor Samuel L Jackson is set to star in
first child with girlfriend Maggie Keating. Paramount Pictures’ film Man Of War. The
. Sharing the news, Keating and Levi collab- film will have a screenplay by Sheldon
oratively posted a picture on the Insta- Turner. It is directed by Tim Story, who
gram handle of their newborn baby boy. is also producing the project alongside
They named their child Henson Ezra Levi Turner and Jennifer Klein, according to the
Pugh, who was born April 2. entertainment news outlet Deadline.
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MUMBALI: Tamannaah Bhatia contin- uals include meditation, spending time
ues to shine as one of the most versa-  in her temple room and unplugging from
tile actors in Indian cinema, making technology to recharge. “Reflecting on
her mark across Tamil, Telugu, Hindi  what I’ve achieved gives me fulfill-
films, and OTT platforms. Recently,she = ment,” she added.

éj

MUMBAL Preity Zin-
ta took a trip down
memory lane, shar-
ing a fun behind-

accuracy e reliability o frust opened up about her relationship with Up next, Tamannaah will be seen in { the-scenes mo-
FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181* fashion, self-expression and wellness. the Telugu supernatural thriller Odela ment from the
In an interview, Tamannaah empha- 2, among other ex- citing proj- ‘ fastest shoot of
Hl ARIES sised the importance of individuality in  ects. . her career.
Ideas play havoc in your 8 a world shaped by fleeting trends and AGENCIES N\ The actress
head today. The good thing - social delighted
'Itigr]r?weollu m:lrlee;(seecll\%gr d of caution for media fans with MUMBAL: Actress AlayaFhas  learned, always a reason why
you: avoid hasty decisions. Experienced pressure. Ta l l annaa a throw- talked about how if something it happened.”
people will help you find a firm footing. She back bad happens, her first instinct Alaya, who is the daughter
Gle(ljnespa advisﬁ§ you to pay heed to spboke b s}}:oot is t(;1 :;lsk Wl’:lat }ilt’s t}l;ying éo of a;:tress }ljooja Bed}il, ad(%)etii
elders’ counselling. about that teach her and what she needs  “In fact, when something ba
cceccsssssscsssssssssssssss | embrac- em races ) i Sy 3 high- to learn from it. happens, my first instinct is
ing her g ¢ AT light- Alaya shared, “As an actor, to ask what it’s trying to teach
Il TAURUS @ | unigue 3 / g J ,:agi'i-.',s' s ¢ ed the when you face constant rejec-  me, what I need to learn from it,
Ganesha sees you being very g look and 3 e ol | whirl- tion, there are different ways  and why it’s happening.”
plancrtledla}n?] foc(jL||§es, poise](cif;{nd s . promot- s - ) - wind to cope with it. It’s not like you “Maybe it’s a defense mech-
practical In handling your affairs | ing body positivity, saying, “You can 7 ) P tv t p d pace handle every rejection thesame  anism that protects me, but I
ts(t)ge?t}é'g \(’0101 Jhbéeaﬂiﬁ%éﬂ‘t%ﬁiﬂtém:%ﬁst either be defined by others’ /@‘% rel s " own of one way. But when you look back, think it’s a very productive
demand. This day you would be performing standards or embrace what m em or I a ne partic- there’s always ales- one—and it’s my go-to. I've al-
like a specialist, a real expert and will not fail to sets you apart. For me, v ular son to be so noticed that certain projects
accomplish whatever you have set out to do. accepting the best Y project Ididn’t get or was replaced in
tececcecsccscscscsssssssssses | VErsion of my- / — proving that some shoots really do wrap later didn’t perform well. That
self—how- P in the blink of an eye. Preity shared a couple reinforced my belief that

of her gorgeous photos and captioned them,
“The fastest shoot I ever did, thanks to the in-
credible team around me. Flashback Friday.”
/ In the stunning shots, the actress could be
seen wearing a custom JoliPoli couture gown.
Interestingly, Zinta’s stunning photos are

everything happens for a
reason.”

She continued, “Espe-
cially before my first film
(Jawaani Jaaneman),
there were so many

y

. GEMINI A ever that
The idea of being with your looks—is
family will keep you moti- key.” i

vated throughout the day. In When
business, your inquisitive approach will it comes
do you a lot of good. In fact, you will have ¢
the proverbial Midas touch — whichever to fitness

venture you put your hands on will turn and skin- from her appearance at Cannes 2024, where projects I was des-
into a glittering success. care, Taman- / she effortlessly turned heads with her style. perate to be a part
cecssssssssssssssssssssssss | NAahfollowsan / Apart from her successful acting career, of. I thought if I got

intuitive, mindful ' Preity is also the co-owner of the IPL fran- them, my life would
. CANCER routine. Rather than / chise Punjab Kings. be made. But those
Today, you will strictly pushing through rigid Meanwhile, April 10, Punjab Kings co-own- R films came out,

follow your plan book. regimens, she checks / er Preity penned a heartfelt note for Priyansh and no one

All Ganesha needs to do to predict in with herself dai- / Arya after his explosive performance against cared about
your day is take a peep into the book. | ly and prioritises / Chennai Super Kings. them.”
However, this is only one of those what her body truly — On the work front, the actress is gear-

rare days when things go according

to plan. You are likely to keep your needs—be it rest or

ing up for the release of her up-

views to yourself, and will hardly movement. “If I hav- coming action drama Lahore

betray what's on your mind. en’t slept well, I skip MUM- 1947, which also stars

tevesescsscscscssssssesssss | the gym. My life- BAI: Emraan friend- Sunny Deol, Shabana
style is driven by Hashmi, currently ships are Azmi, Ali Fazal, and

H LEO well-being,” promoting his upcom- transactional. Karan Deol.

Even slender shoulders she shared. ing film Ground Zero, recent- “The word ‘friend’ IANS f

gain the strength when Her ly opened up about the harsh is one of the most mis-

] Ee]g tcl)rr?sigﬁmgz tﬁ(\)nhdagg I:hall onsays | S realities behind the glamour of § ‘) used in Bollywood. A lot

Gar?esha, as today brings witg it an y care Bollywood. In a candid /" of people come into your life

increased amount of responsibility. You rit- conversa- tion with an agenda—that’s the real-

may find yourself drained of all your en- on a chat ity behind the glamour,” he said.

ergy by the end of it. After all, handling show, Recalling a low point in his career,

irr;]portant Itasﬁis Et%ugh thi?g. But ¢ the actor Em raan Emraan talked about the box-office fail-

uhenios okbck e saSRetngt | rofict ures of films Iike Cheat India and

the stress, and rejuvenate you. ed on the 1 1 The Body. “T've seen how quick-

superficial ly people shift their attention.
eccccececcsceccscscsccccsce nature of re- unmaSkS |||US|0n When things are good, everyone

wants a piece of you. But when

lationships . i

in the film = E you’re down, you’re alone,” he
industry and / % said. “You become a commodity,
how success r E not a person.”

Meanwhile, Emraan is gearing
up for the release of Ground Ze-
ro, produced by Ritesh Sidhwani

H VIRGO

A day to look inside and contem-

plate. Find peace and prosperlty,

says Ganesha. Clam up like N
those oysters and discover the peal W|th|n and failure re-

- you. A fine helping hand you shall lend today veal people’s true
to those who need it, says Ganesha. intentions.

eecevesvcssessssscsssccsress “When your chips are down, and Farhan Akhtar’s Excel En-
that’s when you discover tertainment. The film is set to hit

H LIBRA r’ who your real friends are,” theatres April 25. AGENCIES

“Efforts made are never ‘k ‘\ Emraan shared. “The rest

in vain, even when they quietly disappear. What’s left

may seem otherwise”.

Let this be your motto for the day. are the ones who genuinely

Today may not seem to be the most care—and those are the rela-

productive day, especially when it tionships that matter.

comes to interviews. You may feel He also spoke about the illu-

like the rook in the chess set — sion of camaraderie in the |
sometimes coming back to square industry, noting that many

one despite making many moves
forward to the ultimate checkmate.

H SCORPIO SUDOKU

The day just went from bad to . .
worse ¥o]day, says Ganesha. FUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

Troubles are coming in faster er _ )
and thicker than a locust swarm. But keep the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

a leash on yourself, says Ganesha, and

steer clear of it all. Take criticism in your I PEAN UTS
stride today and pay attention to what is
being said, not who is saying them.

GUESS WHAT. SR, HE TOLD {ou TO NO, THANK YOU,

IF THE FALL ON
WHEN T GOT HOME  [z| TAKE IT EASY HUH? | | SIR...I'M JUST GOING

THE ICE DIDN'T GIVE

Il SAGITTARIUS MR | || ANDTOLD MY MOTHER 1| WELL, THAT MAKES | | 70 LiE HERE, AND TRY| | YoU A CONCUSSION,
Today, arranging meetings ~= ABOUT FALLING ON SENSE.CAN T GET || o READ “PILERIM'S | | MARCIE, THAT WILL!
with customers and sup- THE ICE, SHE CALLED YOU ANYTHING 7 PROGRESS” 7 3 1

pliers will eat into most of

your time. Your patience will enable
you to listen to suggestions and opin-
ions offered by people. The result of
all this, however, is slated to be most
favourable and productive.

W SnooRy.com

THE DOCTOR...

'S1975 Pearnats Workowide LLG, Dt by Andrews Mches!
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B CAPRICORN /‘i‘\

Ganesha can hear the
wedding bells. There is all
the likelihood that you will
find your perfect match today and will let
him/her know about your feelings, says
Ganesha. Your family means the world

to you and you will be more expressive

LAND SO, WITH NOTHING LEFT

(& T LIVE FOR, HE OBRYS THE B
CHANTED COMMAND FROM

THE DISTANT CROWD BELOW.

about this today than you have been in
the past few years. In fact, your warm
feelings will be reciprocated in equal
measure and you will be showered with
love— unconditional and unrestrained. Copyright ©2025 PuzzleJunction.com
ceccecccescescccsccscccsces ACross 17 Abnormal 4 Hold on to
1 Carpet cleaner 19 Diaper wearer 5 Prohibit
L AQUARIUS 5 Channel 21 Cravat 6 Come to pass
Today, you work hard and markers 23 Drinking 7 Roil, usu.
party harder! The morning 8 Brass vessels internally
sees you sweating it outat instrument 24 Manicurist’s 12 Big stinger
work, as you do your best to implement her-of: | .
your plans. In the evening, you will don 9 Mother-of-pear board 13 Blood pudding
your best attire and get ready to have 10 Arles assent 25 Fretwork 15 Porridge
agala time with your beloved. Ganesha 11 Capital of 16 Dread 2l|a|1]4[8|7|9]|35]5
says, you receive as much as you give. : Scotland Down 18 Recess Gla|als|5)|32[7|1
ceccecsscsscssccscsssssnsss DO YOU HAVE ey g 13 One of the 1 Brieftussle (3- 20 African si7Islal1|2zl4|8]6
THAT PRINCE SONG H | = Seven Dwarfs 2) poacher’s glalzlalalels|1 ',r-
. PISCES | ABOUT CELEBRATING i : G 14 Stamp with a 2 Slippery target D AR RS RRn
A highly productive day LIKE IT'S THE END _ J i 3 raised design 3 Spicy soup (6,3) 22 Attempt e
awaits you. You will be OF THE . 2 (@) 4la|7|e|2|1|6|2|3
driven to succeed, and S
filled with energy and enthusiasm to CENTURY? f : THAT SEEMS LIKE = SjZ|E[3|s)i4l8
achieve your goals. Meetings with your — - —— A LOT OF MONEY a Tlalelz|e|4j1|5]|9
superiors ought to yield some much
an[t)icipated rgesults}lsays Ganesha. FOR 7 SNGLE CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW — 1|oj4]l=|7|e2|6]|2
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6 die in chopper crash

A tourist helicopter plummets
@‘1 upside down into New York City’s
. Hudson River Thursday killing all
six on board

INTERNATIONAL | P10

Shooters shine

Indian team finish a

creditable second in the year's
L__M first ISSF World Cup as shooters
bag a total of eight medals

SPORTS | P12

Stocks bounce hack

Sensex, Nifty surge nearly 2
pc Friday as US suspends
additional 26 per cent tariffs
— on India till July 9

P _ "V BUSINESS | P11

Alaya’s life lessons

Actor Alaya F opens up about
facing rejections in life and the
lessons she has learned along
the way

LEISURE | P2
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AYUSHMAN BHARAT YOJANA LAUNCHED IN STATE
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HEALTHCARE BOOST: Umon Healtt; Minister JP Nadda and Chief Minister Mohan éharan Majhl hand over an Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantr| Jan Arogya Yojana health card to a beneficiary
during the launch of the scheme in Cuttack, Friday as Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram looks on

Tariffs ring recession alarm

GOLD SKYROCKETS 36,250

'OVER 100 KILLED IN
INDIA, NEPAL RAINS

NEW DELHI: More than 100 people
have died since Wednesday after
unseasonably heavy rain lashed parts
of India and Nepal, officials said, as
the weather department predicted
more rain for the region. At least

82 people have died in rain-related
incidents in Bihar over the last two
days, while 18 people had died due to
lightning and storm-related incidents
in Uttar Pradesh. In Nepal, lightning
strikes and heavy rain killed at least
eight people, National Disaster
Authority officials said.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Just to clarify—when | said ‘We
must get to the bottom of it, | was
talking about 26/11...not Pulwama

PNN & AGENCIES

Beijing, April 11: The global
trade war further escalated
Friday as China retaliated
against the US by raising its
tariffs on American imports
to a whopping 125 per cent.
The US has imposed 145 per
cent tariffs on China. This
reciprocal action poses a
significant threat to glob-
al supply chains and could
potentially push the world
toward a recession. China’s
response has deepened the
economic instability trig-
gered by US President Don-
ald Trump’s tariffs, causing
markets to decline further
and leaving foreign leaders
grappling with how to ad-
dress the most significant
disruption to the global
trade system in decades.
Analysts warn that these
reciprocal tariff increases
could render trade between
the two largest economies
in the world nearly impossi-
ble, a trade that was valued
at over $650 billion in 2024.

Process begins for election
to 1,134 vacant PRI posts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 11: The
State Election Commission
has initiated the process for
election to 1,134 vacant posts
in three-tier Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs) in Odisha.

As per an official statement
issued by the SEC, by-elections
will be held for five zilla parish-
ad (ZP) members, 41 panchayat
samiti members, 45 sarpanches
and 272 ward members, while
fresh polls will be conducted
in 771 wards in different pan-
chayats.

In the last three-tier pan-
chayat elections held in 2022,
there were no nominations
filed in these 771 wards meant
for reserved category. There-
fore, after de-reservation of

these wards by the concerned
district collectors, the process
for the fresh elections is being
initiated, it said.

The SEC said splitting of
electoral rolls of the concerned
ward from the latest electoral
rolls prepared by the Election
Commission of India (ECI) will
be conducted from April 17 and
22.

On April 24, ward-wise pre-
liminary electoral rolls will be
published at gram panchayat
headquarters.

Thereafter, filing of objec-
tions and claims will be made
by April 30 and the disposal
of the same will take place be-
tween May 2 and May 5, the
statement said.

The final publication of elec-
toral rolls will be made May 6.

China Friday continued its
tit-for-tat move against the
Trump administration’s tar-
iffs by hiking its additional
levies on imports from the US
to 125 per cent against duties
of 145 per cent by America
even as it evinced interest in
dialogue with Washington to
resolve the impasse.

Announcing an additional
125 per cent tariff, China’s
Customs Tariff Commission
said, “Even if the US impos-
es higher tariffs, it would no
longer make economic sense
and ultimately go down as
a joke in world economic
history.”

“Given that it’s already
impossible for the Chinese

How atmospherlc rivers cause floods

REUTERS

Washington, April 11: At-
mospheric rivers are storms
akin to rivers in the sky that
dump massive amounts of rain
and can cause flooding, trigger
mudslides and result in loss
of life and enormous property
damage.

The weather system occurs
all over the world. It starts
when a large amount of water
vapour from tropical oceans
is carried by a jet stream to-
ward land. As the air rises, it
cools and condenses, resulting
in rain or snow. Atmospheric
rivers most commonly form in
mid-latitude oceans, roughly 30
and 60 degrees north and south,
according to NASA.

They appear as a trail of wispy
clouds that can stretch for hun-
dreds of miles. Most atmospheric

market to accept US imports
at the current tariff level if the
United States imposes further
tariffs on Chinese products,
China will ignore it,” it said.

China’s retaliation has in-
tensified the economic tur-
moil unleashed by Trump’s
tariffs with analysts fearing
a looming recession.

“Recession risk is much,
much higher now than it was
a couple weeks ago,” said
Adam Hetts, global head of
multi-asset at Janus Hender-
son.

The brief reprieve for bat-
tered stocks seen after Trump
decided to pause duties for
dozens of countries for 90 days
quickly dissipated, as atten-
tion returned to the escalating
trade conflict between the US
and China.

UBS analysts in a note
called China’s declaration
that it would not retaliate to
any further tariff increases
“an acknowledgement that
trade between the two coun-
tries has essentially been com-
pletely severed.”

.

rivers are weak and do not cause
damage. In fact, they can provide
much-needed rain or snow.
Atmospheric rivers can car-
ry up to 15 times the volume of
the Mississippi River, accord-
ing to the National Oceanic and

NEW DELHI: Gold prices surged
by %6,250 to hit a record high of
396,450 per 10 grams in the nation-
al capital Friday due to heavy de-
mand from local jewellers and re-
tailers, according to the All India
Sarafa Association. Analysts said
the precious metal hitting lifetime
high levels in the international
markets on strong safe-haven de-
mand amid escalating US-China
trade tensions boosted the domes-

tic prices. Wednesday, the yellow
metal of 99.9 per cent purity had

Historic day for
Odisha: Nadda

PNN & AGENCIES

Cuttack, April 11: Union
Health Minister J P Nadda Fri-
day launched the Ayushman
Bharat Yojana in Odisha, and
expressed hope that the central
health insurance scheme will
soon be implemented in neigh-
bouring West Bengal - the only
state where it is still not in force.

Billed as the world’s largest
government healthcare pro-
gramme, the scheme aims to
provide a coverage of 5 lakh
per family annually.

Calling it a ‘historic day’ for
Odisha, Nadda said as many
as 3.51 crore people of 1.03 lakh
families of the state will get the
benefit from the schemes like
Ayushman Bharat, Ayushman
Vaya-Vandana Yojana, and the
state-run Gopabandhu Jan Aro-
gya Yojana. The Union minister
said each member of a family
will get separate cards and they
can avail the health services in
30,000 government and private
hospitals across the country.

“l understand that many
people from Odisha work in
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and
other places. They all can avail
of this facility,” Nadda said.
Nadda launched the scheme in
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closed at 390,200 per 10 grams. Rebounding after four days of sharp
fall, gold of 99.5 per cent purity surged by 36,250 to touch an all-time
high 0f 796,000 per 10 grams against the previous close of 389,750
per 10 grams. Silver prices also registered a steep rise of 32,300 to

395,500 per kg, largely in tandem

with global trends. The white

metal had closed at 93,200 per kg in the previous market close.
Meanwhile, gold futures for June delivery climbed by 1,703 to
hit yet another lifetime high of 393,736 per 10 grams on the Multi
Commodity Exchange. “Gold extended its record-setting rally...
to hit fresh lifetime highs near 393,500 on MCX, defying rupee

strength as geopolitical tensions

and tariff battles between the

US and China escalated further,” Jateen Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst of Commodity and Currency, LKP Securities, said.

L e

Atmospheric Administration.
In drought-stricken Califor-
nia, such storms have triggered
mudslides, toppled utility poles
and blocked roadways, but also
helped replenish depleted res-
ervoirs and reduced the risk

of wildfires by saturating the
state's parched vegetation.

In 2019, an atmospheric river
nicknamed the ‘Pineapple Ex-
press’ hit California. The wa-
ter vapour from near Hawaii
brought rain and triggered
mudslides that forced motorists
to swim for their lives and sent
homes sliding downhill.

In 2021, an atmospheric riv-
er dumped a month’s worth of
rain on British Columbia in
two days, prompting deadly
floods and landslides, devastat-
ing communities and severing
access to Canada's largest port.

Atmospheric rivers of the
kind that drenched California
and flooded British Columbia
in recent years will become
larger - and possibly more de-
structive - because of climate
change, according to scientists.

Columns in the atmosphere

the presence of Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi and oth-
ers. Addressing the gathering,
Majhi said that the previous BJD
government did not implement
the Ayushman Bharat scheme
due to political reasons, because
of which the people suffered.

“However, after installation of
the double engine government
(in Odisha), the people are get-
ting benefits earlier denied to
them,” he said. The CM said
the BJP government has been
filling vacant posts of doctors
and para-medical staff. “Today
our government completes 10
months and during this period,
we have filled up 4000 posts in-
cluding doctors in the healthcare
facilities,” he said adding that
5,374 doctors and dentists will
be recruited very soon.

Majhi said the Odisha gov-
ernment is emphasising open-
ing medical colleges. At pres-
ent the state has 12 medical
colleges and two others will
start functioning soon, he said.

Budgetary allocations have
been made for setting up new
medical colleges in Bhadrak,
Jagatsinghpur, Nabarangpur
and Dhenkanal districts along
with four dental colleges.
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Rana had plans for
similar attacks on
other cities: NIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 11: The
National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) Friday began an
extensive interrogation of
Mumbai terror attack mas-
termind Tahawwur Hussain
Rana to uncover the “deeper
layers of the conspiracy” as
the probe agency told a Delhi
court it suspects he had plans
to target other Indian cities
as well with similar large-
scale strikes.

Rana, the 64-year-old Paki-
stani-origin Canadian busi-
nessman, was brought to the
National Investigation Agen-
cy(NTA) headquarters here
early this morning shortly
after a Delhi court granted
the agency his 18-day custody.

Escorted by NIA officials,
Rana reached Delhi Thurs-
day evening on a chartered
aircraft after his extradition
from the US ending a 16-year-
long wait to prosecute one of
the key accused in the deadly
Mumbai attack. P9

THESE RIVERS IN
THE SKY CAN CARRY

UP TO 15 TIMES THE
VOLUME OF THE
MISSISSIPPI RIVER

hundreds of miles (km) long
carry water vapour over oceans
from the tropics to more tem-
perate regions in amounts more
than double the flow of the Ama-
zon River, according to the Amer-
ican Meteorological Society.
