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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, April 11: The BJP 
and AIADMK Friday sealed 
a poll alliance, with Union 
Minister Amit Shah declar-
ing that the 2026 Tamil Nadu 
Assembly election will be 
fought under the leadership 
of AIADMK chief Edappadi K 
Palaniswami.

With the parties rekindling 
their alliance nearly two years 
after they parted ways, Shah 
said it will be Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s leadership at 
the Centre and Palaniswami at 
the state level.

“AIADMK and BJP have 
decided to fi ght next (year’s) 
polls...from 1998, AIADMK 
has been part of BJP alliance 
(at different points of time). PM 
Modi and late Chief Minister 
J Jayalalithaa had worked 
together in national politics,” 
Shah told a press conference, 
fl anked by Palaniswami and 
outgoing BJP TN chief K An-
namalai, here.

“We will form a government 
together led by Edappadi Pal-
aniswami,” he said, indicating 
it would be a coalition govern-
ment should the NDA win.

He exuded confi dence that 

the NDA will get a solid man-
date and form a government.

On AIADMK’s divergent 
stand on certain issues, Shah 
said they will sit and discuss. 
There will be a Common Min-
imum Programme if required.

He also slammed the ruling 
DMK in the state, alleging it 
was raking up issues like San-
atan Dharma, 3-language policy 
and delimitation with the sole 
intention to take attention 
away from key issues.

People were demanding an-
swers from the ruling dispensa-
tion over a number of ‘scams,’ 
and they would vote on genuine 

issues, Shah said.
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi Friday hailed the AIAD-
MK’s decision to join the BJP-
led National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) and asserted that 
it is important that the ‘corrupt 
and divisive’ DMK is uprooted 
at the earliest in Tamil Nadu.

“Stronger together, united 
towards Tamil Nadu’s prog-
ress! Glad that AIADMK joins 
the NDA family. Together, with 
our other NDA partners, we 
will take Tamil Nadu to new 
heights of progress and serve 
the state diligently. We will 
ensure a government that ful-

fi ls the vision of the great MGR 
and Jayalalithaa Ji,” Modi said 
in a post on X.

He said for the sake of Tamil 
Nadu’s progress and to pre-
serve the uniqueness of Tamil 
culture, it is important that the 
‘corrupt and divisive; DMK is 
uprooted at the earliest, which 
the alliance will ensure.

Palaniswami, also known 
as EPS, said the AIADMK was 
honoured to be welcomed into 
a partnership with NDA. “An 
alliance founded on a shared 
vision for Tamil Nadu’s prog-
ress and prosperity,” he said in 
a social media update.

AIADMK, BJP join hands for TN polls

Man killed, another hurt 
for opposing liquor trade
POST NEWS NETWORK

Loisingha, April 11: A 
violent outburst stemming 
from a longstanding fami-
ly feud over illegal liquor 
trade has left one man dead 
and another critically in-
jured in Sargada village 
under Loisingha block and 
Sadar police limits of Bol-
angir district. The incident 
unfolded Thursday night 
and has left the villagers 
shocked.

The de-
ceased has 
been identi-
fi ed as Arun 
Sae Patel, a 
resident of 
the village, 
while the in-
jured, Joges-
war Saraf, 
is currently 
undergoing 
treatment af-
ter suffering 
serious head 
injuries. Po-
lice and a forensic team 
arrived at the scene and 
launched an investiga-
tion Friday morning. The 
body was sent to Bhima 
Bhoi Medical College and 
Hospital in Bolangir for 
post-mortem.

According to sources, 
Arun Sae Patel, son of Bi-
jay Sae Patel of Sargada 
village, had a protracted 
dispute with one Prasadu 
Nayak and his son Uma 
over some local illicit li-
quor trade, which had cre-
ated deep-seated confl icts 
between the families. A 
quarrel reportedly broke 
out Thursday afternoon 
between Prasadu, Arun 
and Jogeswar.

Following the alterca-
tion, Jogeswar returned 
home and told his wife 
that Prasadu assaulted 
him without provocation. 
Later, Jogeswar and his 
wife went to Prasadu’s 

house to discuss the mat-
ter. However, in a fi t of 
rage, Prasadu and his son 
allegedly attacked Joges-
war with wooden planks 
in front of his wife, leav-
ing him severely injured. 
He received eight stitches 
on his head.

Jogeswar alleged that 
Arun too was attacked lat-
er, which resulted in his 
death. 

In his statement to po-
lice, Bijay Sae Patel said 

that earlier in 
the day, Uma 
had visited 
their home 
and warned 
them to keep 
Arun under 
control. He 
said similar 
warnings had 
been issued 
before. In the 
fateful eve-
ning, Bijay 
and his wife 
had gone to 

nearby Bhadra village to 
attend a religious gath-
ering. However, due to a 
thunderstorm, they were 
unable to return that night. 
Upon returning to the vil-
lage at around 5 am Friday, 
they were informed about 
the death of Arun.

Meanwhile, Bijay de-
manded a fair investi-
gation and strict action 
against the accused. The in-
cident has sent shockwaves 
through the village. Local 
residents have demand-
ed the district and police 
administrations to take 
strong steps to end illegal 
liquor trade in the area.

It is worth noting that 
Arun had unsuccessfully 
contested the 2022 pancha-
yat elections for a Samiti 
member position.

Police have detained the 
father-son duo for ques-
tioning in connection with 
the incident.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 11: 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi Friday announced a two 
per cent hike in the dearness 
allowance (DA) for state gov-
ernment employees and pen-
sioners.

With this hike, the ratio of 
DA for government employees 
and TI (temporary increase) for 
pensioners will rise from 53 per 
cent to 55 per cent, an offi cial 
release issued by the CMO said.

It said the hike will be imple-

mented retrospectively from 
January 1, 2025.  Employees 
will receive the increased DA 
as cash benefi t along with their 
April salary. This decision will 
benefi t around 8.5 lakh state 
government employees and 
pensioners, the release added.

Earlier, the state govern-
ment had announced a 3 per 
cent hike in DA (from 50 per 
cent to 53 per cent) for its em-
ployees in October last year 
retrospectively. The pension-
ers also got a 3 per cent hike 
in dearness relief.

2% DA hike for govt 
employees, pensioners

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, April 11: One 
terrorist was killed in an 
encounter with security 
forces in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Kishtwar district Fri-
day while a separate opera-
tion to track down a group 
of three terrorists is under-
way in Udhampur district, 
Army offi cials said.

The security agencies 
have expanded the scope of 
surveillance to the Bhader-
wah area of Doda district 
to track the terrorists po-
tentially moving between 
different locations in the 
hilly districts of the Jammu 
region. Deputy Inspector 
General (DIG), Kishtwar-Do-
da-Ramban Range, Shridhar 
Patil said the operations in 
the region have been going 
on for the past three days.

“One terrorist was elimi-
nated this morning,” he told 
reporters in Kishtwar. Oth-
er terrorists in the region 
are trapped and the opera-

tion will continue until they 
are all eliminated, he added.

According to the offi -
cials, the encounter in 
Kishtwar broke out during 
an intelligence-based 
search-and-destroy opera-
tion launched jointly by Ar-
my and Jammu and Kash-
mir Police in the Chatru 
forest area of the district. 
During the operation, the 
forces established contact 
with the terrorists.

“The terrorists were ef-
fectively engaged, and a fi re-
fi ght ensued. One terrorist 
has been neutralised so far,” 
the Army's White Knight 
Corps or 16 Corps, said in a 
post on X. “Despite hostile 
terrain and adverse weath-
er, our brave soldiers con-
tinue relentless operations,” 
it said. Special forces braved 
high-snow areas and treach-
erous terrains to track down 
one terrorist, while a few 
others are still on the move 
under signifi cant pressure 
from the security forces.

Terrorist killed in 
encounter in J&K



MUMBAI: Tamannaah Bhatia contin-
ues to shine as one of the most versa-
tile actors in Indian cinema, making 
her mark across Tamil, Telugu, Hindi 
fi lms, and OTT platforms. Recently, she 
opened up about her relationship with 
fashion, self-expression and wellness. 

In an interview, Tamannaah empha-
sised the importance of individuality in 
a world shaped by fl eeting trends and 
social 
media 
pressure.

She 
spoke 
about 
embrac-
ing her 
unique 
look and 
promot-
ing body positivity, saying, “You can 
either be defi ned by others’ 
standards or embrace what 
sets you apart. For me, 
accepting the best 
version of my-
self—how-
ever that 
looks—is 
key.”

When 
it comes 
to fi tness 
and skin-
care, Taman-
naah follows an 
intuitive, mindful 
routine. Rather than 
pushing through rigid 
regimens, she checks 
in with herself dai-
ly and prioritises 
what her body truly 
needs—be it rest or 
movement. “If I hav-
en’t slept well, I skip 
the gym. My life-
style is driven by 
well-being,” 
she shared.

Her 
self-
care 
rit-

uals include meditation, spending time 
in her temple room and unplugging from 
technology to recharge. “Refl ecting on 
what I’ve achieved gives me fulfi ll-
ment,” she added.

Up next, Tamannaah will be seen in 
the Telugu supernatural thriller Odela 
2, among other ex- citing proj-
ects.

AGENCIES

MUMBAI: Preity Zin-
ta took a trip down 

memory lane, shar-
ing a fun behind-
the-scenes mo-

ment from the 
fastest shoot of 
her career.  

The actress 
delighted 

fans with 
a throw-
back 
shoot 
that 
high-
light-
ed the 
whirl-
wind 
pace 
of one 
partic-
ular 
project 

— proving that some shoots really do wrap 
in the blink of an eye. Preity shared a couple 
of her gorgeous photos and captioned them, 
“The fastest shoot I ever did, thanks to the in-
credible team around me. Flashback Friday.”

In the stunning shots, the actress could be 
seen wearing a custom JoliPoli couture gown. 
Interestingly, Zinta’s stunning photos are 
from her appearance at Cannes 2024, where 
she effortlessly turned heads with her style.

Apart from her successful acting career, 
Preity is also the co-owner of the IPL fran-
chise Punjab Kings.

Meanwhile, April 10, Punjab Kings co-own-
er Preity penned a heartfelt note for Priyansh 
Arya after his explosive performance against 
Chennai Super Kings. 

On the work front, the actress is gear-
ing up for the release of her up-

coming action drama Lahore 
1947, which also stars 

Sunny Deol, Shabana 
Azmi, Ali Fazal, and 

Karan Deol. 
IANS

Ganesha sees you being very 
planned and focuses, poised and 
practical in handling your affairs 
today. You’ll be able to take identify the best 
strategy, course of action that the situations 
demand. This day you would be performing 
like a specialist, a real expert and will not fail to 
accomplish whatever you have set out to do. 

The idea of being with your 
family will keep you moti-
vated throughout the day. In 
business, your inquisitive approach will 
do you a lot of good. In fact, you will have 
the proverbial Midas touch — whichever 
venture you put your hands on will turn 
into a glittering success.

Even slender shoulders 
gain the strength when 
the time comes to handle 
responsibilities. And so shall you, says 
Ganesha, as today brings with it an 
increased amount of responsibility. You 
may find yourself drained of all your en-
ergy by the end of it. After all, handling 
important tasks is a tough thing. But 
when you look back, the satisfaction of 
having done a job well shall wipe out all 
the stress, and rejuvenate you.

A day to look inside and contem-
plate. Find peace and prosperity, 
says Ganesha. Clam up like 
those oysters and discover the peal within 
you. A fi ne helping hand you shall lend today 
to those who need it, says Ganesha.

The day just went from bad to 
worse today, says Ganesha. 
Troubles are coming in faster 
and thicker than a locust swarm. But keep 
a leash on yourself, says Ganesha, and 
steer clear of it all. Take criticism in your 
stride today and pay attention to what is 
being said, not who is saying them.

Today, arranging meetings 
with customers and sup-
pliers will eat into most of 
your time. Your patience will enable 
you to listen to suggestions and opin-
ions offered by people. The result of 
all this, however, is slated to be most 
favourable and productive.

Ganesha can hear the 
wedding bells. There is all 
the likelihood that you will 
fi nd your perfect match today and will let 
him/her know about your feelings, says 
Ganesha. Your family means the world 
to you and you will be more expressive 
about this today than you have been in 
the past few years. In fact, your warm 
feelings will be reciprocated in equal 
measure and you will be showered with 
love— unconditional and unrestrained.

Today, you work hard and 
party harder! The morning 
sees you sweating it out at 
work, as you do your best to implement 
your plans. In the evening, you will don 
your best attire and get ready to have 
a gala time with your beloved. Ganesha 
says, you receive as much as you give.

A highly productive day 
awaits you. You will be 
driven to succeed, and 
filled with energy and enthusiasm to 
achieve your goals. Meetings with your 
superiors ought to yield some much 
anticipated results, says Ganesha.

“Efforts made are never 
in vain,  even when they 
may seem otherwise”. 
Let  this  be your motto for  the day. 
Today may not  seem to be the most 
productive day,  especial ly  when i t 
comes to interviews.  You may feel 
l ike the rook in  the chess set  — 
sometimes coming back to square 
one despite making many moves 
forward to the ult imate checkmate.

Today, you will strictly 
follow your plan book. 
All Ganesha needs to do to predict 
your day is take a peep into the book. 
However, this is only one of those 
rare days when things go according 
to plan. You are likely to keep your 
views to yourself, and will hardly 
betray what's on your mind.

Ideas play havoc in your 
head today. The good thing 
is that you will execute 
them well. Here is a word of caution for 
you: avoid hasty decisions. Experienced 
people will help you fi nd a fi rm footing. 
Ganesha advises you to pay heed to 
elders' counselling.
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ZACHARY LEVI, MAGGIE KEATING 
WELCOME THEIR FIRST CHILD

SAMUEL L JACKSON 
TO LEAD MAN OF WAR

Shazam! star Zachary Levi welcomed his 
fi rst child with girlfriend Maggie Keating. 
Sharing the news, Keating and Levi collab-
oratively posted a picture on the Insta-
gram handle of their newborn baby boy. 
They named their child Henson Ezra Levi 
Pugh, who was born April 2.

Actor Samuel L Jackson is set to star in 
Paramount Pictures’ fi lm Man Of War. The 
fi lm will have a screenplay by Sheldon 
Turner. It is directed by Tim Story, who 
is also producing the project alongside 
Turner and Jennifer Klein, according to the 
entertainment news outlet Deadline.
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW
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GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

MUMBAI: Actress Alaya F has 
talked about how if something 
bad happens, her fi rst instinct 
is to ask what it’s trying to 
teach her and what she needs 
to learn from it.

Alaya shared, “As an actor, 
when you face constant rejec-
tion, there are different ways 
to cope with it. It’s not like you 
handle every rejection the same 
way. But when you look back, 
there’s always a les-
son to be 

learned, always a reason why 
it happened.”

Alaya, who is the daughter 
of actress Pooja Bedi, added, 
“In fact, when something bad 
happens, my fi rst instinct is 
to ask what it’s trying to teach 
me, what I need to learn from it, 
and why it’s happening.”

“Maybe it’s a defense mech-
anism that protects me, but I 
think it’s a very productive 
one—and it’s my go-to. I’ve al-
so noticed that certain projects 
I didn’t get or was replaced in 
later didn’t perform well. That 

reinforced my belief that 
everything happens for a 

reason.”
She continued, “Espe-

cially before my fi rst fi lm 
(Jawaani Jaaneman), 
there were so many 
projects I was des-
perate to be a part 
of. I thought if I got 
them, my life would 
be made. But those 

fi lms came out, 
and no one 

cared about 
them.”

IANS

ALAYA ON 
REJECTION

Preity’s trip down 
memory lane

Tamannaah 
embraces 

individuality

On the work front, the actress is gear-
ing up for the release of her up-

coming action drama Lahore
1947, which also stars

Sunny Deol, Shabana
Azmi, Ali Fazal, and

Karan Deol.
IANS

what her body truly
needs—be it rest or
movement. “If I hav-
en’t slept well, I skip
the gym. My life-
style is driven by
well-being,”
she shared.

Her
self-
care
rit-

MUM-
BAI: Emraan 

Hashmi, currently 
promoting his upcom-

ing fi lm Ground Zero, recent-
ly opened up about the harsh 

realities behind the glamour of 
Bollywood. In a candid 

conversa- tion 
on a chat 

show, 
the actor 

refl ect-
ed on the 

superfi cial 
nature of re-
lationships 
in the fi lm 
industry and 
how success 
and failure re-
veal people’s true 
intentions.
“When your chips are down, 
that’s when you discover 
who your real friends are,” 
Emraan shared. “The rest 
quietly disappear. What’s left 
are the ones who genuinely 
care—and those are the rela-
tionships that matter.”
He also spoke about the illu-
sion of camaraderie in the 
industry, noting that many 

friend-
ships are 
transactional. 
“The word ‘friend’ 
is one of the most mis-
used in Bollywood. A lot 
of people come into your life 

with an agenda—that’s the real-
ity behind the glamour,” he said.

Recalling a low point in his career, 
Emraan talked about the box-offi ce fail-

ures of fi lms like Cheat India and 
The Body. “I’ve seen how quick-

ly people shift their attention. 
When things are good, everyone 
wants a piece of you. But when 
you’re down, you’re alone,” he 
said. “You become a commodity, 

not a person.”
Meanwhile, Emraan is gearing 
up for the release of Ground Ze-
ro, produced by Ritesh Sidhwani 
and Farhan Akhtar’s Excel En-
tertainment. The fi lm is set to hit 
theatres April 25. AGENCIES

Bollywood. In a candid
nversa- tion

a chat

or

e

m
d
ss

re-
s true

Emraan 
unmasks illusion 

of stardom



IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Just to clarify—when I said ‘We 
must get to the bottom of it,’ I was 
talking about 26/11...not Pulwama

Alaya’s life lessons 6 die in chopper crash Stocks bounce back Shooters shine 
Actor Alaya F opens up about 
facing rejections in life and the 
lessons she has learned along 
the way

A tourist helicopter plummets 
upside down into New York City’s 
Hudson River Thursday killing all 
six on board

Sensex, Nifty surge nearly 2 
pc Friday as US suspends 
additional 26 per cent tariffs 
on India till July 9

Indian team fi nish a 
creditable second in the year's 
fi rst ISSF World Cup as shooters 
bag a total of eight medals 

LEISURE | P2 SPORTS | P12BUSINESS | P11INTERNATIONAL | P10

VOLUME 15, ISSUE 12 I www. orissapost.com BHUBANESWAR | SATURDAY | APRIL 12, 2025 P3

AYUSHMAN BHARAT YOJANA LAUNCHED IN STATE

PNN & AGENCIES

Cuttack, April 11: Union 
Health Minister J P Nadda Fri-
day launched the Ayushman 
Bharat Yojana in Odisha, and 
expressed hope that the central 
health insurance scheme will 
soon be implemented in neigh-
bouring West Bengal - the only 
state where it is still not in force. 

Billed as the world’s largest 
government healthcare pro-
gramme, the scheme aims to 
provide a coverage of `5 lakh 
per family annually. 

Calling it a ‘historic day’ for 
Odisha, Nadda said as many 
as 3.51 crore people of 1.03 lakh 
families of the state will get the 
benefi t from the schemes like 
Ayushman Bharat, Ayushman 
Vaya-Vandana Yojana, and the 
state-run Gopabandhu Jan Aro-
gya Yojana. The Union minister 
said each member of a family 
will get separate cards and they 
can avail the health services in 
30,000 government and private 
hospitals across the country. 

“I understand that many 
people from Odisha work in 
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and 
other places. They all can avail 
of this facility,” Nadda said.  
Nadda launched the scheme in 

the presence of Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi and oth-
ers. Addressing the gathering, 
Majhi said that the previous BJD 
government did not implement 
the Ayushman Bharat scheme 
due to political reasons, because 
of which the people suffered. 

“However, after installation of 
the double engine government 
(in Odisha), the people are get-
ting benefi ts earlier denied to 
them,” he said. The CM said 
the BJP government has been 
fi lling vacant posts of doctors 
and para-medical staff.  “Today 
our government completes 10 
months and during this period, 
we have fi lled up 4000 posts in-
cluding doctors in the healthcare 
facilities,” he said adding that 
5,374 doctors and dentists will 
be recruited very soon.

Majhi said the Odisha gov-
ernment is emphasising open-
ing medical colleges.  At pres-
ent the state has 12 medical 
colleges and two others will 
start functioning soon, he said.

Budgetary allocations have 
been made for setting up new 
medical colleges in Bhadrak, 
Jagatsinghpur, Nabarangpur 
and Dhenkanal districts along 
with four dental colleges.
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Historic day for 
Odisha: Nadda

REUTERS

Washington, April 11: At-
mospheric rivers are storms 
akin to rivers in the sky that 
dump massive amounts of rain 
and can cause fl ooding, trigger 
mudslides and result in loss 
of life and enormous property 
damage.

The weather system occurs 
all over the world. It starts 
when a large amount of water 
vapour from tropical oceans 
is carried by a jet stream to-
ward land. As the air rises, it 
cools and condenses, resulting 
in rain or snow. Atmospheric 
rivers most commonly form in 
mid-latitude oceans, roughly 30 
and 60 degrees north and south, 
according to NASA.

They appear as a trail of wispy 
clouds that can stretch for hun-
dreds of miles. Most atmospheric 

rivers are weak and do not cause 
damage. In fact, they can provide 
much-needed rain or snow.

Atmospheric rivers can car-
ry up to 15 times the volume of 
the Mississippi River, accord-
ing to the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration.
In drought-stricken Califor-

nia, such storms have triggered 
mudslides, toppled utility poles 
and blocked roadways, but also 
helped replenish depleted res-
ervoirs and reduced the risk 

of wildfi res by saturating the 
state's parched vegetation.

In 2019, an atmospheric river 
nicknamed the ‘Pineapple Ex-
press’ hit California. The wa-
ter vapour from near Hawaii 
brought rain and triggered 
mudslides that forced motorists 
to swim for their lives and sent 
homes sliding downhill.

In 2021, an atmospheric riv-
er dumped a month’s worth of 
rain on British Columbia in 
two days, prompting deadly 
fl oods and landslides, devastat-
ing communities and severing 
access to Canada's largest port.

Atmospheric rivers of the 
kind that drenched California 
and fl ooded British Columbia 
in recent years will become 
larger - and possibly more de-
structive - because of climate 
change, according to scientists.

Columns in the atmosphere 

hundreds of miles (km) long 
carry water vapour over oceans 
from the tropics to more tem-
perate regions in amounts more 
than double the fl ow of the Ama-
zon River, according to the Amer-
ican Meteorological Society.

There are projected to be 10 per 
cent fewer atmospheric rivers in 
the future, but they are expected 
to be 25 per cent wider and longer 
and carry more water, according 
to a 2018 research paper.

This could make managing 
water supply much harder as 
moderate atmospheric rivers, 
which can be benefi cial for 
water supplies, will be less fre-
quent, and strong ones could 
become more calamitous.

How atmospheric rivers cause fl oods THESE RIVERS IN 
THE SKY CAN CARRY 
UP TO 15 TIMES THE 

VOLUME OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 11: The 
State Election Commission 
has initiated the process for 
election to 1,134 vacant posts 
in three-tier Panchayati Raj 
Institutions (PRIs) in Odisha.

As per an offi cial statement 
issued by the SEC, by-elections 
will be held for fi ve zilla parish-
ad (ZP) members, 41 panchayat 
samiti members, 45 sarpanches 
and 272 ward members, while 
fresh polls will be conducted 
in 771 wards in different pan-
chayats.

In the last three-tier pan-
chayat elections held in 2022, 
there were no nominations 
fi led in these 771 wards meant 
for reserved category. There-
fore, after de-reservation of 

these wards by the concerned 
district collectors, the process 
for the fresh elections is being 
initiated, it said.

The SEC said splitting of 
electoral rolls of the concerned 
ward from the latest electoral 
rolls prepared by the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) will 
be conducted from April 17 and 
22.

On April 24, ward-wise pre-
liminary electoral rolls will be 
published at gram panchayat 
headquarters.

Thereafter, fi ling of objec-
tions and claims will be made 
by April 30 and the disposal 
of the same will take place be-
tween May 2 and May 5, the 
statement said.

The fi nal publication of elec-
toral rolls will be made May 6.

OVER 100 KILLED IN 
INDIA, NEPAL RAINS
NEW DELHI: More than 100 people 
have died since Wednesday after 
unseasonably heavy rain lashed parts 
of India and Nepal, offi cials said, as 
the weather department predicted 
more rain for the region. At least 
82 people have died in rain-related 
incidents in Bihar over the last two 
days, while 18 people had died due to 
lightning and storm-related incidents 
in Uttar Pradesh. In Nepal, lightning 
strikes and heavy rain killed at least 
eight people, National Disaster 
Authority offi cials said.

PNN & AGENCIES

Beijing, April 11: The global 
trade war further escalated 
Friday as China retaliated 
against the US by raising its 
tariffs on American imports 
to a whopping 125 per cent. 
The US has imposed 145 per 
cent tariffs on China. This 
reciprocal action poses a 
signifi cant threat to glob-
al supply chains and could 
potentially push the world 
toward a recession. China’s 
response has deepened the 
economic instability trig-
gered by US President Don-
ald Trump’s tariffs, causing 
markets to decline further 
and leaving foreign leaders 
grappling with how to ad-
dress the most signifi cant 
disruption to the global 
trade system in decades. 
Analysts warn that these 
reciprocal tariff increases 
could render trade between 
the two largest economies 
in the world nearly impossi-
ble, a trade that was valued 
at over $650 billion in 2024.

China Friday continued its 
tit-for-tat move against the 
Trump administration’s tar-
iffs by hiking its additional 
levies on imports from the US 
to 125 per cent against duties 
of 145 per cent by America 
even as it evinced interest in 
dialogue with Washington to 
resolve the impasse.

Announcing an additional 
125 per cent tariff, China’s 
Customs Tariff Commission 
said, “Even if the US impos-
es higher tariffs, it would no 
longer make economic sense 
and ultimately go down as 
a joke in world economic 
history.”

“Given that it’s already 
impossible for the Chinese 

market to accept US imports 
at the current tariff level if the 
United States imposes further 
tariffs on Chinese products, 
China will ignore it,” it said.

China’s retaliation has in-
tensified the economic tur-
moil unleashed by Trump’s 
tariffs with analysts fearing 
a looming recession.

“Recession risk is much, 
much higher now than it was 
a couple weeks ago,” said 
Adam Hetts, global head of 
multi-asset at Janus Hender-
son.

The brief reprieve for bat-
tered stocks seen after Trump 
decided to pause duties for 
dozens of countries for 90 days 
quickly dissipated, as atten-
tion returned to the escalating 
trade conflict between the US 
and China.

UBS analysts in a note 
called China’s declaration 
that it would not retaliate to 
any further tariff increases 
“an acknowledgement that 
trade between the two coun-
tries has essentially been com-
pletely severed.”

Tariffs ring recession alarm
GOLD SKYROCKETS `6,250
NEW DELHI: Gold prices surged 
by `6,250 to hit a record high of 
`96,450 per 10 grams in the nation-
al capital Friday due to heavy de-
mand from local jewellers and re-
tailers, according to the All India 
Sarafa Association. Analysts said 
the precious metal hitting lifetime 
high levels in the international 
markets on strong safe-haven de-
mand amid escalating US-China 
trade tensions boosted the domes-
tic prices. Wednesday, the yellow 
metal of 99.9 per cent purity had 
closed at ̀ 90,200 per 10 grams. Rebounding after four days of sharp 
fall, gold of 99.5 per cent purity surged by ̀ 6,250 to touch an all-time 
high of `96,000 per 10 grams against the previous close of `89,750 
per 10 grams. Silver prices also registered a steep rise of ̀ 2,300 to 
`95,500 per kg, largely in tandem with global trends. The white 
metal had closed at `93,200 per kg in the previous market close. 
Meanwhile, gold futures for June delivery climbed by `1,703 to 
hit yet another lifetime high of `93,736 per 10 grams on the Multi 
Commodity Exchange. “Gold extended its record-setting rally...
to hit fresh lifetime highs near `93,500 on MCX, defying rupee 
strength as geopolitical tensions and tariff battles between the 
US and China escalated further,” Jateen Trivedi, VP Research 
Analyst of Commodity and Currency, LKP Securities, said. 

Process begins for election 
to 1,134 vacant PRI posts

HEALTHCARE BOOST: Union Health Minister JP Nadda and Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi hand over an Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana health card to a benefi ciary 
during the launch of the scheme in Cuttack, Friday as Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram looks on

Rana had plans for 
similar attacks on 
other cities: NIA
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 11: The 
National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) Friday began an 
extensive interrogation of 
Mumbai terror attack mas-
termind Tahawwur Hussain 
Rana to uncover the “deeper 
layers of the conspiracy” as 
the probe agency told a Delhi 
court it suspects he had plans 
to target other Indian cities 
as well with similar large-
scale strikes.

Rana, the 64-year-old Paki-
stani-origin Canadian busi-
nessman, was brought to the 
National Investigation Agen-
cy(NIA) headquarters here 
early this morning shortly 
after a Delhi court granted 
the agency his 18-day custody.

Escorted by NIA officials, 
Rana reached Delhi Thurs-
day evening on a chartered 
aircraft after his extradition 
from the US ending a 16-year-
long wait to prosecute one of 
the key accused in the deadly 
Mumbai attack.  P9
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A David vs. Goliath battle

April 12th marks a signifi cant 
date in the annals of Odisha's 
long history of people's move-

ments against land acquisition. For 
the farmers, fi sherfolk, and countless 
residents of the 22 mouzas nestled 
along the scenic Puri-Konark Marine 
Drive, April 12, 2023, is etched as 'Vic-
tory Day'. On this day, the Supreme 
Court of India delivered a resounding 
judgment, putting a defi nitive end to 
the controversial land acquisition 
process initiated nearly two decades 
prior for the proposed, grandiose Ve-
danta University project promoted by 
the Anil Agarwal Foundation (AAF). 
This verdict was not just a legal pro-
nouncement; it was the culmination 
of a protracted, arduous struggle – a 
classic David vs. Goliath battle – pit-
ting ordinary citizens, activists, and 
pro-bono lawyers against the might 
of a corporate giant and the state 
machinery. It stands as a powerful 
testament to the resilience of grass-
roots movements, the crucial role of 
judicial oversight, and the enduring 
spirit of democracy.
The grand vision and the deepening 
controversy

The proposed Vedanta University 
was unveiled with immense fanfare in 
the mid-2000s. Envisioned by mining 
magnate Anil Agarwal, it promised to 
be a world-class, multi-disciplinary in-
stitution, rivaling Ivy League univer-
sities, built with an investment touted 
in billions of dollars. To realise this 
vision, the Anil Agarwal Foundation 
sought vast tracts of land near Puri, a 
location chosen for its cultural signif-
icance and coastal beauty.

The Odisha government, led by 
the Biju Janata Dal (BJD), readily 
supported the project, viewing it as a 
catalyst for educational advancement 
and economic growth. The govern-
ment initiated the process to acquire 
around 15,000 acres, later scaled down 
but still involving a massive target of 
over 6,000 acres spread across several 
villages between Puri and Konark. 
However, the manner in which this 
acquisition proceeded quickly became 
mired in controversy, drawing wide-
spread condemnation and triggering 
fi erce resistance.

Key allegations that fueled the 

"land scam" narrative included:
 Gross violation of land acquisition 

norms: Critics argued that the acqui-
sition process fl outed established laws 
and procedures under the Land Acqui-
sition Act, 1894. Proper notifi cations 
were allegedly not served, consent was 
questionable, and the principle of ac-
quiring land only for a clear ‘public 
purpose’ was debated, especially giv-
en the land was being transferred to a 
private foundation (even if ostensibly 
for education).

Acquisition of ecologically sensitive 
and government land: A signifi cant 
portion of the land identifi ed included 
environmentally fragile coastal land, 
forest areas, agricultural fi elds provid-
ing livelihoods, and crucially, govern-
ment land (Gochar, village commons) 
and even land belonging historically to 
the Shree Jagannath Temple Manag-
ing Committee. Acquiring such lands, 
especially temple lands held in rever-
ence, deeply hurt local sentiments and 
raised legal red fl ags.

Lack of transparency and undue fa-
vouritism: The entire process was per-
ceived as being conducted with undue 
haste and opacity, allegedly favouring 
AAF. Questions were raised about the 
valuation of land and the terms under 
which public resources (including gov-
ernment and temple lands) were being 
handed over to a private entity. The 
creation of specifi c legislation, like the 
Vedanta University Act, 2009 (later 
challenged and deemed invalid), was 
seen as an attempt to bypass standard 
procedures and grant unprecedented 
autonomy to the foundation.
Coercion and disregard for livelihoods: 

Farmers and local residents report-
ed facing pressure and intimidation to 
part with their lands, which were often 
their sole source of income and suste-
nance. The project threatened tradi-
tional agricultural practices and the 
livelihoods of fi sherfolk dependent on 
coastal access.
The people rise: Resilience from the 
grassroots

The government's push for the proj-
ect met with immediate and sustained 
resistance from the ground. The heart 
of this movement lay within the 22 
affected Mouzas. Ordinary villagers, 
recognizing the threat to their lands, 
livelihoods, and cultural heritage, 
organised themselves. A pivotal role, 
as highlighted by participants and ob-

servers, was played by the women and 
youth of these villages. Women often 
stood at the forefront of protests, ar-
ticulating the impact on families and 
communities, while youth brought 
energy and helped mobilise wider 
support. 

They faced hardships, police action, 
and uncertainty, yet their resolve re-
mained unbroken for years.

Leading fi gures emerged from the 
community, providing direction and 
spearheading the legal and public cam-
paign. Benudhar Pradhan, an activist 
and President of Sangharsh Samiti , 
became a prominent face of the move-
ment, tirelessly pursuing the cause 
through various forums, embodying 
the spirit of local resistance against 
overwhelming odds.

Crucially, the movement garnered 
signifi cant external support. All ma-
jor political parties in Odisha, except 
the ruling BJD, lent their voice and 
support to the farmers' cause, raising 
the issue in the state Assembly and 
public forums. This cross-party op-
position underscored the widespread 
public concern and skepticism sur-
rounding the project and the acqui-
sition process.

The media, both regional and nation-
al print and television channels, played 
an indispensable role. Consistent cov-
erage highlighted the irregularities, 
amplifi ed the voices of the affected 
people, and ensured the issue remained 
in the public consciousness, preventing 
it from being swept under the carpet.
The long road through the courts: 
Seeking justice

Faced with an unresponsive admin-
istration, the affected people and activ-
ists turned to the judiciary. Multiple 
Public Interest Litigations (PILs) were 
fi led challenging the legality and pro-
priety of the land acquisition.

The Odisha Lokpal also reportedly 
investigated the matter, with fi ndings 
likely critical of the procedural lapses 
and potential administrative miscon-
duct involved in the land deal, adding 
weight to the petitioners' case.

A major turning point came in No-
vember 2010 when the Odisha High 
Court, acting on PILs , delivered a 
landmark judgment. The High Court 
quashed the entire land acquisition 
process, citing blatant illegalities, vi-
olation of the Land Acquisition Act, 
disregard for environmental norms, 

and undue favour shown to the Anil 
Agarwal Foundation. The court found 
fault with the acquisition of govern-
ment and temple lands and questioned 
the very defi nition of ‘public purpose’ 
in this context.

Undeterred, the Anil Agarwal Foun-
dation and the Odisha government ap-
pealed the High Court's decision before 
the Supreme Court of India. This set 
the stage for the fi nal, decisive legal 
battle that spanned over a decade.

Victory Day: The Supreme Court 
judgment of April 12, 2023

On April 12, 2023, a Supreme Court 
bench comprising Justices MR Shah 
and Krishna Murari delivered the 
much-awaited verdict. The apex court 
upheld the Odisha High Court's 2010 
judgment in its entirety, dismissing 
the appeals fi led by AAF and the state 
government.

The Supreme Court's judgment 
was scathing in its assessment of 
the acquisition process. Key take-
aways included:

Confi rmation that the acquisition 
suffered from serious illegalities and vi-
olated multiple provisions of the Land 
Acquisition Act. Strong disapproval of 
the attempt to acquire government and 
temple lands for a private entity.

Criticism of the undue favour and 
benefi ts extended to the foundation 
by the state government, terming the 
actions ‘illegal and invalid.’

 The judgment effectively ruled that 
the land acquired must be returned 
to its original owners, including the 
farmers and the state/temple au-
thorities. This judgment was hailed 
across the country as a victory for 
land rights, environmental justice, 
and the rule of law. For the people of 
the affected mouzas, April 12th became 
their hard-earned ‘Victory Day’.
The unsung heroes: Pro-bono advocates

A crucial, often overlooked, aspect 
of this long fi ght was the role played 
by dedicated advocates who fought 
the case without taking any fees, or 
for nominal amounts. Facing powerful 
legal teams representing the corpora-
tion and the state, these lawyers ded-
icated their time and expertise out of 
a commitment to public interest and 
justice for the marginalised. Their con-
tribution was invaluable in navigating 
the complex legal terrain and ensuring 
the voices of the affected communities 
were effectively presented before the 

High Court and the Supreme Court. 
Their pro-bono service stands as a 
shining example of legal activism up-
holding constitutional rights.
The aftermath: Implementation, com-
pensation, and accountability

The Supreme Court's verdict pro-
vided immense relief and validation, 
but the struggle isn't entirely over. The 
focus now shifts to the meticulous im-
plementation of the judgment:

Return of Land: Ensuring the ac-
quired land is promptly returned to 
the rightful owners – the farmers, 
the government, and the Shree Ja-
gannath Temple Managing Com-
mittee – is the primary task. This 
involves complex administrative 
processes to restore land records 
and physical possession.

Compensation and restitution: Ma-
ny farmers had accepted compensa-
tion under duress or misinformation 
years ago. The judgment implies this 
land must be returned. Mechanisms 
need to be established for the fair re-
turn of any compensation received 
by farmers, possibly adjusted for the 
loss of livelihood and hardship en-
dured over nearly two decades. The 
emotional and economic cost borne 
by the farmers needs acknowledg-
ment beyond mere land return.

Action against public servants: 
The Supreme Court's strong indict-
ment of the acquisition process rais-
es serious questions about the con-
duct of the public servants involved 
at the time. While the April 2023 
judgment focused on quashing the 
acquisition, accountability remains 
a key demand. There is a need for 
the government to initiate inquiries 
and take appropriate action against 
offi cials found responsible for the 
illegalities and undue favouritism, 
sending a clear message against 
administrative misconduct in land 
dealings.
Conclusion: A beacon of hope

The Vedanta University land ac-
quisition saga serves as a critical case 
study in contemporary India. It under-
scores the potential confl icts arising 
from large-scale development projects, 
the imperative of adhering strictly to 
legal procedures and environmental 
safeguards, and the fundamental im-
portance of community consultation 
and consent.

The victory achieved on April 12, 

2023, belongs to the resilient people of 
the 22 mouzas, particularly the women 
and youth who formed the movement's 
backbone. It belongs to activists like 
Benudhar Pradhan, the supportive 
opposition parties, the vigilant me-
dia, and the committed pro-bono ad-
vocates. Above all, it reaffi rms the 
vital role of an independent judiciary 
as a guardian of citizens' rights against 
arbitrary state action and powerful 
corporate interests.

As Odisha continues its develop-
ment journey, the lessons from Pu-
ri-Konark must not be forgotten. April 
12th stands not just as a day of victory 
for a specifi c group of farmers, but as a 
beacon of hope for communities across 
India fi ghting for their land, liveli-
hoods, and dignity, demonstrating 
that even the most formidable oppo-
nents can be challenged and overcome 
through perseverance, unity, and faith 
in justice.

Ex-MLA, Puri &
Convenor, Vedanta 

Viswabidyalaya Birodhi 
Sangharsh Samiti, Beladala, Puri
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WEATHER
BBSR CTC

Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

FORECAST
Partly cloudy sky with 
possibilitiy of develop-
ment of thunderstorm
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NIFTY 22828.55   429.40

DOLLAR 86.19  0.65

EURO 97.89  1.99
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SILVER `94,650   `3,055
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Union Health and Family Welfare Minister JP Nadda, along with Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, inaugurates a new building of Sardar Vallavbhai Patel 
Post Graduate Institute of Paediatrics (Sishu Bhawan) in Cuttack, Friday. Health and Family Welfare Minister Mukesh Mahaling, Cuttack MP Bhartruhari 
Mahtab and Barabati-Cuttack MLA Sofi a Firdous are seen OP PHOTOS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 11: Two 
senior leaders of the BJD Friday 
disapproved of party president 
Naveen Patnaik's statement 
criticising them for holding a 
meeting in a hotel, and not in 
the regional outfi t's offi ce, two 
days ago.

Four-time MLA Prafulla 
Mallik and three-term legisla-
tor Nrushingha Sahu, both in 
their 70s, asserted that holding 
a ‘casual get-together’ in a hotel 
is not an anti-party activity and 
none can dictate where one per-
son would meet another.

Altogether 13 senior leaders 
including Mallik and Sahu had 
met at a hotel Wednesday which 
was seen as ‘groupism’ within 
the party which lost power to 
BJP in June 2024 after ruling 
Odisha since 2000.

Patnaik, a former chief min-
ister, had Wednesday said, “I 
would like to state here that I 
disapprove of any large meet-
ings in hotels held by party 
members. They have the party 
offi ce Sankha Bhawan which is 

a large building where they've 
been told to hold their meetings 
and they should do so.”

Mallik, however, said he can-
not accept what Patnaik said.

“It was not a meeting but a ca-
sual get-together. Patnaik was 
given misleading feedback by 
some people. Where and when 
we meet, is a personal choice. 
No one can dictate us on this,” 
he said adding that they used 
to attend offi cial meetings at 
Sankha Bhawan, the headquar-
ters of the BJD.

Claiming that they are not 
involved in the anti-party ac-
tivities, Mallik said that he and 
other senior leaders are elder-
ly persons having the liberty 
to meet at will. “There should 
not be a restriction on meeting 
friends in politics,” he said.

On the controversy over the 
voting fl ipfl op on the Waqf Bill 
in Rajya Sabha by BJD MPs, 
Mallik said: “If so many people 
are suspecting hands of VK Pan-
dian in the RS voting matter, he 
should come forward and deny 
the allegation. It will be appro-
priate and clear doubts.”

The BJD did not issue a whip 
when the contentious Waqf 
(Amendment) Bill came up for 
voting in Rajya Sabha and left 
it to the conscience of the MPs. 
Sasmit Patra, the leader of the 
BJD in the Upper House, had 
said in the previous day that 
the party would oppose the leg-
islation.

A section of BJD leaders is 
seeing this as a way to help the 
BJP and they are accusing bu-
reaucrat-turned-politician VK 
Pandian, considered close to 
the BJD president, of being re-
sponsible for the party's change 
of stance.

Patnaik Wednesday came 
out in support of Pandian 
and clarifi ed that the bureau-
crat-turned-politician was not 
involved in any of the party ac-
tivities. Like Mallik, Sahu also 
said that they are well-wishers 
of Patnaik and the BJD.

“We had gathered for a break-
fast at a hotel. It is obvious that 
politics will be discussed when 
political leaders meet. There 
should be no restriction on 
meeting each other,” he said.

Sahu said Pandian may be a 
good offi cer, but not acceptable 
as a politician. BJD MLA Ashwi-
ni Patra, on the other hand, said 
that the senior leaders directly 
speak to the BJD president and 
clear their doubts, if any.

The prevailing confusion 
will be over soon and there is 
no need to discuss more on the 
matter, Patra said.

ROW OVER MEETING IN HOTEL

BJD leaders decry 
Naveen’s criticism

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 11: 
Union Health and Family Wel-
fare Minister Jagat Prakash 
Nadda will inaugurate the 
Central Research Laboratory 
and lay the foundation stone 
of Multi-utility (Gastronomy) 
Block at All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)-Bhu-
baneswar Saturday, offi cial 
sources said Friday.

The Central Research Lab-
oratory is expected to elevate 
the research capabilities of 

AIIMS-Bhubaneswar to new 
heights. The lab, with cut-
ting-edge facilities, would sig-
nifi cantly empower doctors, 
researchers, and scholars in 
developing innovative health-
care solutions and conducting 
impactful medical research.

The Multi-utility (Gastrono-
my) Block, on the other hand, 
is envisioned to cater to the 
growing needs of the institute’s 
students, faculty, employees, 
and the public. Its modern in-
frastructure will address space 
constraints and offer multiple 

services under one roof, en-
hancing the operational effi -
ciency and community engage-
ment of AIIMS-Bhubaneswar.

Nadda will also launch the 
new AIIMS-Bhubaneswar web-
site integrated with several pub-
lic-friendly features and digital 
services. “These apart, the EHS 
Clinic and AMRIT Pharmacy 
will be offi cially inaugurated, 
improving accessibility to essen-
tial health services and afford-
able medicines,” an offi cial of 
the premier health facility said.

Nadda’s visit will conclude 

with a comprehensive review 
meeting, where he will assess 
the ongoing developments and 
inspect facilities, it was learnt.

Ahead of Nadda’s visit, 
AIIMS-Bhubaneswar Executive 
Director Ashutosh Biswas said, 
“AIIMS-Bhubaneswar continues 
to march ahead on the path of 
excellence under the visionary 
guidance of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and dynamic lead-
ership of Nadda Ji. His (Nadda’s) 
support has been instrumental 
in shaping the growth trajectory 
of this national institute.” 

Nadda to inaugurate Central  Research Lab at City AIIMS

A landmark victory for people's rights and judicial accountability
VEDANTA UNIVERSITY LAND SAGA
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, April 11:  The Nation-
al Commission for Scheduled 
Tribes (NCST) has sought an 
action-taken report (ATR) with-
in 30 days on the alarming rate 
of school dropouts, particularly 
among SC/ST students, in the 
industrial and mining belts of 
Jajpur district—specifi cally in 
Sukinda and Danagadi blocks.

Social activist Mantu Das 
had drawn the attention of the 
NCST Chairperson towards 
the state of affairs through a 
formal complaint September 
7 last year. Acting on the com-
plaint, NCST Director P Kalyan 
Reddy April 5 this year directed 
the Principal Secretary of the 
ST/SC Development, Minori-
ties and Backward Classes 
Welfare Department, the 
Commissioner of School and 
Mass Education department, 
and the Jajpur Collector to 
submit a factual report on the 
issue within 30 days of receiv-
ing the letter. Failure to com-
ply may result in a summons 
being issued to the concerned 

officials, the NCST warned.
As per data provided recently 

by Tata Steel Foundation (TSF) 
operating in the Kalinganagar 
industrial zone, a total of 56,166 
dropout students were iden-
tifi ed between 2015 and 2024 
in the mining and industrial 
belts of Sukinda and Danaga-
di blocks. These fi gures were 
compiled from 331 government 
schools across 462 villages in 48 
gram panchayats. These drop-
out students have been rehabil-
itated under TSF scheme.

Further, the January 2024 
Unifi ed District Information 
System for Education (UDISE) 
report by the Samagra Shiksha 
division of Jajpur recorded 
13,010 dropout students.

However, despite various 
initiatives by the Education 
department to reintegrate these 
children into mainstream edu-
cation, the efforts have largely 
been ineffective. Most of the 
dropouts, who belong to SC/ST 
communities, are now engaged 
in menial jobs such as working 
in liquor shops, agricultural 
fi elds, hotels, contract-based 

labour, and garages, adversely 
impacting their physical and 
mental well-being, reports said. 

Highlighting the gravity of 
the issue, Mantu Das had ear-
lier fi led a public interest liti-
gation (PIL, No. 1729/2023) in 
the Orissa High Court, citing 
that these children were be-
ing denied their fundamental 
rights to education, nutritious 
food, and healthcare. The 
High Court had directed the 
Odisha State Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights to 
investigate and appropriately 
rehabilitate the affected chil-
dren January 24, 2023. Howev-
er, over two years have passed 
since the issuance of the direc-
tive no substantial progress 
has reportedly been made.

Allegations have also sur-
faced that the failure of the Ed-
ucation department is forcing 
these children to seek alterna-
tives like job placements under 
TSF’s rehabilitation schemes. 
Despite investing over `168.64 
crore in upgrading 249 high 
schools across the district - 
and a second phase of trans-
formation currently underway 
- dropout numbers have not 
decreased, raising questions 
about the effectiveness of the 
Education department’s ini-
tiatives.

It is further alleged that ma-
ny ST/SC children have not 
been brought under the pur-
view of the Right to Education 
Act, 2009. As part of his com-
plaint, Mantu Das submitted 
a list of 22 dropout students to 
the NCST, including informa-
tion that four underage girls 
had already married and given 
birth to children.

Given the sensitivity and 
scale of the issue, the NCST has 
taken the matter seriously and 
instructed concerned authori-
ties to fi le a detailed ATR.

NCST seeks ATR on school 
dropouts in mining belts

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, April 11: An 
18-months-old elephant calf 
who was under treatment in 
Chamakpur area of Joda sec-
tion after it was rescued April 
7 with internal injuries died at 
around 3.30am Friday.

Prima Facie accidental fall 
and injury due to male ag-
gression resulting into bone 
fracture and septicaemia was 
suspected when the calf was 
rescued. “It’s a case of chron-
ic infection,” said Division-
al Forest Officer, Keonjhar 
Dhanraj HD. “Its tarsal joints 
(legs) were damaged and 
bones were broken due to ac-

cidental fall,” he said.
According to the DFO, the 

male calf, around 18-months-
old, was noticed by fi eld staff 
7th April in Chamakpur area 
of Joda section while it was 

moving slowly and limping in 
hind legs. “As the calf was in 
a herd, the staff could not go 
near it but observed it through 
drone,” he said.

On April 10, the calf was 
slowly moving in the morning 
hours. But around 11am, it was 
found lying down due to weak-
ness. The mother elephant and 
herd kept their eyes on it from 
a distance to notice its activi-
ty. However, the calf could not 
get up and walk. The wildlife 
treatment team went near it 
and found swelling in both 
hind legs and apprehended 
injuries to its bones. The team 
removed huge quantity of pus 
from swelling organs.

“Depression mark without 
external injury was observed 
adjacent to left side of tail. Left 
side neck had a skin growth re-
sembling that of a tusk injury. 
It might be a case of other male 
aggression,” the DFO further 
said.

Septicaemia was suspected 
and ceftriaxone was given in 
consultation with experts from 
Centre for Wildlife Health 
Bhubaneswar, and Wildlife 
Institute of India. “We also 
coordinated with Joint Task 
Force of PCCF Wild Life offi ce 
during treatment,” the DFO 
added. After post mortem the 
calf’s body was buried in the 
ground Friday.

Elephant calf under treatment dies

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargarh, April 11: A major 
recruitment scam has come to 
light at the Sambalpur District 
Central Cooperative Bank (SD-
CCB) in the district, with alle-
gations that several employees 
secured jobs using fake educa-
tional certifi cates. The issue 
gained attention after Attabira 
MLA Nihar Ranjan Mahanand 
raised the matter in the state 

Assembly, prompting the initi-
ation of an offi cial probe.

According to reports, nu-
merous employees submitted 
forged academic documents 
and degree certifi cates from 
various universities to secure 
employment at the bank. No-
tably, some of the individuals 
allegedly involved in the scam 
have already been promoted 
within the organisation.

As part of the investigation, 

Kamakhya Prasad Mahananda, 
a Class IV (supporting staff) em-
ployee, has already been suspend-
ed. The educational qualifi cations 
of other employees are currently 
under verifi cation, and it is be-
lieved that more dismissals may 
follow based on the fi ndings.

A special investigation team 
(SIT) has been constituted to 
verify the credentials of all 174 
bank employees. The team has 
reportedly contacted universi-

ties within Odisha and outside 
the state to cross-check the sub-
mitted academic documents.

Bank CEO Bhakteshwar Mal-
lik confi rmed that the verifi ca-
tion process was launched after 
receiving complaints regarding 
fraudulent educational certifi -
cates. “Out of the 174 employ-
ees, the documents of 93 have 
been verifi ed so far. The rest 
will be completed by the end of 
this month,” said Mallik.

PROBE INTO SDCCB RECRUITMENT SCAM BEGINS

Man gets life imprisonment for murder 
SONEPUR: A local court here found the accused in the sensational Pa-
bana murder case (of 2020) guilty of the crime and sentenced him to 
life imprisonment, Friday.  Sessions Judge Rashmi Mohan Acharya also 
imposed a cash fi ne of `10,000 on the convict, Himanshu Sethi, 43. In 
the event of non-payment of the fi ne, the convict will have to undergo 
an additional six months rigorous imprisonment, the order stated. 
According to the case details, June 10, 2020, a longstanding enmity 
over fi shing rights on a pond in Ghamandiapali village under Birma-
harajpur police limits in Subarnapur district led to a fatal altercation. 
Himanshu, who is related to fellow villager Pabana Sethi attacked the 
latter with an axe, resulting in his death. Pabana’s wife, Mithali, was 
a witness to the crime. Following a complaint fi led by the deceased’s 
son, Sachidananda Sethi, Birmaharajpur police registered a case 
under various legal provisions and launched an investigation. Police 
arrested Himanshu and latter submitted a charge sheet in the court. 
The case was registered as Sessions Case No. 30/20 in the Subarnapur 
District and Sessions Court. During the trial, which was based on the 
testimony of 20 witnesses and supporting documents submitted by 
the police, the judge found Himanshu Sethi guilty. Public prosecutor 
Kanheyalal Pradhan appeared on behalf of the state.



T
he unilateral and uni-
versal tariff imposed 
by Donald Trump had 
shaken the world. It 

has disrupted the global econ-
omy-- supply chains, export re-
gimes and employment. What 
is worse, it threatens a global 
war on trade. Some observers 
are talking about ensuing de-
pression as well as recession. 
My purpose in this piece is to 
assess the possibility of a glob-
al trade war, and to examine 
India’s response to the emerg-
ing economic scenario.

First of all, what is the ca-
sus belli of this prognosis of a 
global war caused by Trump’s 
action? There are divided 
opinions on it. One school of 
thought says that Trump’s 
tariff is an instrument to 
meet his political objectives. 
Second, it is to prevent China 
from overtaking America on 
trade and later, on GDP. Third, 
it is Trump’s one fi gment of 
thinking to fi x the American 
economy in the line of MAGA-- 
Making America Great Again. 
These three perspectives merit 
some discussion.

Coming to the reasons for 
the Trumpian tariff, the poli-
tics of the action may be that 
Trump wants to geo-politicise 
trade to bargain with each 
country. By imposing tariffs 
universally, he sought to dis-
rupt the alliances, integra-
tions, regionalisation and so 
on and then, bargain with each 
country to secure their politi-
cal and economic allegiance. 

The competition by China 
is a more plausible argument. 
The Chinese world market 
share of manufacturing goods 
is about 32 per cent whereas 
that of America is around 16 
per cent. The Chinese GDP 
is 19 trillion compared to 29 
trillion of USA. Trump would 
not want China to catch up or 

overtake. The American trade 
defi cit with China is about 1 
trillion. By levying high tar-
iffs on China, Trump perhaps 
wants to make up the trade 
defi cit and revive its own man-
ufacturing sector.

The third reason follows 
from the second, which is fi x-
ing the American economy. 
Manufacturing in any coun-
try creates jobs and gener-
ates growth. Unemployment 
in America has been rising. 
Hence, Trump wants to reju-
venate the domestic manu-
facturing sector by reducing 
competition from foreign 
countries. It is another mat-
ter that consumers will be 
forced to buy foreign goods at 
a higher price in the absence 
of domestic production. This 
will lead to infl ation. 

Are the tariffs reciprocal 
as claimed by the Trump Ad-
ministration? No, they are 
protectionist. By any calcula-
tion, they are not reciprocal. 
One formula used for levying 
tariffs is to take the total trade 
defi cit with a country and take 
half of that and levy it as a 
tariff. But that is not the case 

with each country.
Will the tariffs lead to a 

trade war? It seems a remote 
possibility. Remember, the 
total imports of America from 
the World are 13 per cent. So, 
the rest 87 per cent is immune 
to the Trumpian tariff. So, if 
the countries create alterna-
tive markets and make alli-
ances, they can withstand the 
tariff tension on their econo-
mies. For instance, it is report-
ed that the trade ministers of 
Japan, South Korea and China 
met a few days ago to curate a 
trade alliance of some kind to 
counter American action.

Also, Trump is known 
for changing his mind. If he 
fi nds the going is tough, he 
will change the course. He 
is testing the waters. He had 
made a tariff hike his poll 
promise. This is to perhaps 
fulfi l that. He will roll it back 
if it boomerangs on America. 
At the time of writing, he has 
declared 90 days pause on the 
tariff except on China.

How is India responding to 
it? One strategy is keeping qui-
et in view of the strategic prox-
imity between two countries. 

Second is to negotiate a bilat-
eral trade agreement quite 
soon. New Delhi is aiming to 
sign it when Trump arrives in 
Delhi for Quad Summit later 
this year. And the third, which 
it may perforce do, is to carry 
out the much-needed trade re-
forms and revisit some of the 
tariffs in a few sectors. For in-
stance, according to the White-
house factsheet, India impos-
es 50 per cent tariff on apples 
from the USA. Is it necessary?

As per the same factsheet, 
New Delhi has NTBs like 
quality control and certifi ca-
tion against certain American 
items on telecom, chemicals 
and medical devices. Those 
can go. Trump says India is the 
tariff king of the world. Indian 
economy had been dubbed a 
protectionist economy border-
ing on dirigisme from 1947 to 
89. It opened up only in 1991. 
After that momentous period, 
reforms stalled.

That said, the loss of India’s 
revenue from exports to USA is 
calculated at 3.6 billion dollars 
which is 0.1 or 0.2 per cent of 
India’s GDP. Should the nego-
tiations fail, India can live with 
that. But the larger point is that 
India should treat this as ironic 
opportunity like it did in 1991 
foreign currency crisis and 
1998 Pokhran-II consequences 
and fi x its own economy espe-
cially the trade regime. Each 
crisis could be a blessing in 
disguise. India could negotiate 
with America, not for years on 
end as it has been with EU, but 
it must put its house in order. 
There is a deepening dichotomy 
between political rhetoric and 
economic reality. That must 
end sooner than later.

The writer is Professor 
of Practice, NIIS Group, 

Bhubaneswar
INFA

T he way babus handle crises has a distinct rhythm, and the recent 
events at Vanijya Bhawan exemplify this perfectly.

The Ministry of Commerce was abuzz with activity as the tariff 
threats from the Trump administration regained public attention. Ne-
gotiators put in hours that would make investment bankers blush, and 
fi les were moving at breakneck speed—well, by government standards.

Then—bam! Formally, the tariffs were announced. It dropped from 
the White House like a policy hammer, unaltered and unmodifi ed. 
What followed? A collective sigh. It was nearly Zen-like – no panic, 
simply acceptance.

Observers noted that this was evident in their body language. That 
“Que Sera, Sera” gleam surfaced in the eyes of the overworked offi cers 
who hadn’t seen daylight in weeks. As if someone had pressed the 
pause button on the bureaucratic treadmill, even the support staff 
appeared to move a bit more slowly. One senior babu, evidently ex-
hausted, was overheard saying, “We worked until the last minute, gave 
it our best—but the Americans just went ahead with their playbook.” 
So be it. The response blends stoic realism with classic fatigue. The 
system is saturated after months of frantic drafting, quiet diplomacy, 
and backchannel discussions. The engines have cooled, for now.

But there’s always a bright side to a crisis, and it seems the babus 
have found theirs. The general outlook in the Commerce Ministry is 
that the time is ripe for Indian exporters to look beyond their usual 
suspects. It won’t be a cakewalk. New markets mean new rules, new 
risks, and a lot of handholding for Indian traders. Essentially, our 
babus are gearing up to play guide and cheerleader. Furthermore, 
it’s not just Delhi that’s in action; reportedly, state governments are 
joining in too. Gujarat, with its fl ashy Vibrant Gujarat show, is likely 
to lead the charge. But Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh 
aren’t sitting back either—they possess serious export muscle and 
are eager to fl ex. So, next year, don’t be surprised if your local babu 
starts racking up air miles!

Diplomatic reshuffl e signals strategic moves
At the highest levels of India’s diplomatic establishment, a subtle 

but important shuffl e is taking place. Nidhi Tewari’s appointment 
as Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's new private secretary 
(reported earlier by DKB) 
means that her predecessor, 
Vivek Kumar (IFS: 2004) is 
expected to make way—and 
perhaps move west.

According to rumours cir-
culating in the corridors, Kumar will probably be assigned to the In-
dian High Commission in London as the Deputy High Commissioner. 
For the seasoned diplomat, whose professional path has been closely 
linked to the Prime Minister’s Offi ce, it would be a natural next step. He 
began in the PMO as Deputy Secretary in 2014, the same year Tewari 
joined the foreign service, and worked his way up to Director before 
becoming the PM’s Private Secretary in 2022. Kumar brings with him 
both technical and diplomatic heft. His previous postings in Russia and 
Australia add to his well-rounded global experience—credentials that 
will serve him well if he indeed takes charge in London. Meanwhile, 
Tewari’s elevation marks a generational shift. Known for her work 
in disarmament and international security, her entry as PS to the PM 
signals not just a new face in the PMO, but also a fresh approach to 
navigating India’s external engagements.

This reshuffl e is more than a routine personnel change. It’s a stra-
tegic recalibration—one that refl ects India’s growing diplomatic am-
bitions and the quiet churn beneath the surface of South Block.

When babus ignore rules, governance suffers
What happens to senior babus who disregard the regulations they 

are supposed to uphold? We now know the answer: In 2024, 91 IAS 
offi cers, in addition to the 73 who did so in 2023, failed to fi le their 
Immovable Property Returns (IPRs). Not amused, a parliamentary 
panel has demanded harsher punishments.

This goes beyond paperwork. IPR fi lings serve as a fundamental 
accountability check, guarantee transparency, and avoid confl icts of 
interest. These offi cers cannot be considered for important postings 
because they lack vigilance clearance. Nevertheless, a portion of the 
privileged babu class conveniently disregards the rulebook year after 
year. Reminders are obviously insuffi cient, so the panel has correctly 
recommended a centralised compliance tracking system.

But the larger governance issue is the shortage of 1,316 IAS offi cers. 
Several important parts are missing from India’s so-called steel frame, 
which has an authorised cadre strength of 6,858. Only 3,987 of the 4,781 
direct recruits are in place, a worrying statistic. With only 1,555 offi cers 
meeting the 2,077 quota, the situation for promotees is worse, leading 
to the obvious impact on administration – ineffi ciency, overworked 
offi cers, and delayed decision-making.

While the suggested online tracking system for IAS vacancies is a 
good place to start, states must also take action. The panel's suggestion 
to penalise those who fail to fi ll promotion vacancies promptly may 
be the fi nal push that’s required.

Share a babu experience! Follow
dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect
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Silver Lining

SPECTRUM GLOBAL WARMING

Wake-up call for a grim climate

A cruel decision

Sir,  despite the continuous reduction in the price of oil in the 
international arena, the BJP government's decision to increase 
the unit price of LPG cylinders by Rs 25 is nothing but daylight 
robbery. Ever since the saffron government came to power, it 
has only been interested in fl eecing the consumers instead of 
passing on the benefi t of the reduction in the international price 
of oil. They have surreptitiously reduced the subsidy on cylinders 
from Rs 499.52 in 2014 to a pittance of Rs 24.95. The irony is that 
the subsidy remains the same, but the cost of the cylinder has 
been raised multifold. This government is not ready to reduce 
the cost of gas cylinders, a day-to-day requirement of the middle 
and low-income groups of people, but it had the audacity to write 
off amounts to the tune of Rs 16.35 lakh crores as Non-Performing 
Assets of crony capitalists and willful defaulters, most of whom 
are alleged to be close to the ruling dispensation, in public sector 
banks during their 10-year rule. Why else can we expect from 
a cruel government that appears to be in existence only for the 
rich and other crony capitalists, read crooks?.  

Tharcius S. Fernando, CHENNAI

Constant aspiration 
conquests all defects. 
 THE MOTHER INDIA’S CHOICES

TARIFF WAR

NASA confi rmed that the 
bygone year 2024 was 
the warmest year ever 

recorded in human history. 
The year saw an extreme and 
prolonged heat wave condition 
sweeping across the whole world 
starting from Japan in the east to 
the USA and Canada in the west 
encompassing Southern Europe, 
and North Africa breaking all 
previous temperature records. 
The heat wave brought wide-
spread temperatures above 
100 degrees Fahrenheit (38 deg 
Celsius) in the Mediterranean 
region over the beginning three 
weeks of July. 

In the far-east, authorities in 
Japan issued heatstroke alerts 
for tens of millions of people in 
20 of its 47 prefectures. In the 
United States, widespread and 
oppressive heat wave ravaged 
in the Southern and Western 
states encompassing Florida 
to California to Washington 
as wildfi res raged in southern 
California. The Death Valley 
of Arizona desert (one of the 
hottest places on Earth) re-
corded a temperature as high 
as 54 deg C. China also record-
ed its highest-ever tempera-
ture with a remote township 
in its north-western Xinjiang 
region boiling at 52.2 deg C.

The heat wave also contin-
ued its ravage across Spain 
with temperatures reaching 44 
deg Celsius in the Guadalqui-
vir Valley near Seville. There 

have been frequent power cuts 
in some parts of Europe due to 
the surging demand for air con-
ditioners. The foreign offi ce of 
Britain issued extreme weath-
er adversaries to its citizens 
traveling to Italy, Greece and 
Spain with advice to stay in-
doors during the daytime. The 
heat wave has triggered evac-
uations of nearly 20,000 people 
from several towns near large 
wildfi res areas around Athens 
in southern Greece. 

Back home, several Indian 
cities recorded 40 plus degree 
Celsius temperatures with Del-
hi’s Mungeshpur weather sta-
tion recording a temperature 
as high as 52.9 deg C. The IMD 
has forecast that the summers 
in 2025 from March to May 
would experience warmest tem-
peratures breaking last year’s 
record. On March 15, 2025 Odi-
sha’s Boudh district recorded 
the highest temperature in 
India reaching 43.6 deg Celsius.

According to IPCC, our plan-
et has been warmed by 0.6 deg 
Celsius over the last century 
and it is projected that the 
Earth’s mean temperature is 
likely to rise by 2.4 to 4.8 deg 
Celsius by the year 2100.  The 
consequences are catastroph-
ic some of which are already 
becoming visible: melting of 
glaciers and rising of sea level, 
climate change and its mani-
fold impacts like change in pre-
cipitation patterns, untimely 

monsoon onsets, increase in 
extreme weather conditions 
of fl oods, droughts, heat waves, 
hurricanes and long term ef-
fects like lowering of agricul-
tural yields, species extinction, 
increase of vector-borne diseas-
es of dengue and malaria, so-
cial confl icts over issues like 
water etc.  The fact that 11 of 
the warmest years of the past 
125 years occurred only after 
1990 with 2024 being the warm-
est year on record tells amply 
the extent of nature’s fury in 
recent days. 

Global warming has proved 
to be very harsh to our state 
Odisha also. Atmospheric 
temperature is consistently 
surging with summer sea-
sons turning out to be pain-
fully unbearable. Low-pres-
sure weather conditions and 
depressions are becoming 
regular incidents causing un-
predictable rainfall patterns 
across the state much to the 
woes of farmers. 

Frequent fl oods and famines 
in the following years battered 
the lives of the people and 
shattered the economy of the 
state. The sea has also posed a 
serious threat to the state. The 
Bay of Bengal is expanding to-
wards the coastal landscape at 
an alarming rate taking many 
villages and fertile farmlands 
into its grip thereby seriously 
threatening the livelihood of 
the native villagers. Many dev-

astating cyclones, triggered by 
the climate change, have orig-
inated  from the Bay of Bengal 
and  ravaged  coastal Odisha  
in past. These were: Super Cy-
clones of 1971 and 1999, Phailin 
of 2023, Hudhud of 2014, Titli of 
2018, Fani and Bulbul of 2019, 
Amphan of 2020, Yaas, Gulab 
and Jawad  of 2021 and Dana 
of 2024.

Keeping these grave conse-
quences in mind, world lead-
ers have met at several forums 
in the past to fi nd a solution to 
greenhouse gas emissions of 
nations with the Rio Summit 
in 1992 serving as the launch-
ing pad.  The Paris Agreement 
signed in 2015 by 196 parties of 
the world at the COP 21 sum-
mit was a landmark event 
as it, for the fi rst time, put a 
legally binding international 
obligation on nations to com-
bat climate change by limiting 
global warming to well below 
2 deg Celsius. However, the 
subsequent climate summits 
like the Glasgow Summit (2021) 
and Dubai Summit (2024) have 
failed to deliver any tangible re-
sult to realize the zero carbon 
emission goal. Under the cir-
cumstances, the humanity has 
no alternative but to embrace 
a nature-friendly lifestyle for a 
green and sustainable future.

The writer is Education 
Offi cer at Regional Science 

Centre, Bhopal

 Trump is known for changing his mind. If 
he fi nds the going is tough, he will change 

the course. He is testing the waters. He had 
made a tariff hike his poll promise

INDIAN 
ECONOMY HAD 

BEEN DUBBED A 
PROTECTIONIST 

ECONOMY 
BORDERING 

ON DIRIGISME 
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89. IT OPENED 

UP ONLY IN 1991

DK Giri

ELEVEN OF 
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YEARS OF 
THE PAST 
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OCCURRED 

ONLY AFTER 
1990

Nikunja Bihari Sahu

WISDOM CORNER
I am optimistic globally. So many scientists are working 
frantically on the reparation of our planet.  
 STEVE IRWIN

People must feel that the natural world is important and 
valuable and beautiful and wonderful and an amazement 
and a pleasure.  
 DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

Change happens by listening and then starting a dialogue 
with the people who are doing something you don't believe 
is right.  JANE GOODALL

 
1606: The Union Flag, precursor to the Union Jack, was adopted as the 
national fl ag of Great Britain.

1861: Fort Sumter, one of the few military installations in the South still in 
Federal hands, came under fi re from Confederate guns in Charleston, South 
Carolina, thus initiating the American Civil War.

1947: American comedian David Letterman, best known as the host of his 
long-running late-night talk show, was born.

Deteriorating ties

Sir, India has terminated the transshipment facility for Ban-
gladesh, citing congestion at its ports and airports. However, 
the true reasons seem to be different. India's recent decision 
appears to be signifi cantly shaped by the deteriorating diplo-
matic relations with Bangladesh. The situation has become 
increasingly tense following the collapse of Sheikh Hasina's 
government in Bangladesh last year. Since August 5, Sheikh 
Hasina has been seeking asylum in India, which has further 
complicated the bilateral relationship. The interim govern-
ment in Bangladesh has consistently urged India to extradite 
Hasina, a request that India has fi rmly rejected. Concurrently, 
Bangladesh has been actively enhancing its diplomatic and 
economic ties with both Pakistan and China, indicating a shift 
in its foreign policy. During his trip to China, the leader of the 
interim government of Bangladesh, Yunus, made provocative 
statements regarding the northeastern states of India. These 
developments have provoked India's ire. Consequently, it is ap-
parent that India has conveyed a stern warning to Bangladesh. 

Abhijit Roy, JAMSHEDPUR

 FOCUS



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kohima, April 11: The Naga 
Students’ Federation (NSF) 
Thursday called for strict en-
forcement of the Inner Line 
Permit (ILP) claiming esca-
lating threats to the socio-eco-
nomic and political fabric of 
indigenous Naga population.

Addressing a press confer-
ence NSF president Medovi 
Rhi and Inner Line Regulation 
Commission (ILRC) chairman 
and senior students’ leader 
NSN Lotha said that they sub-
mitted a memorandum to state 
Chief Secretary J Alam high-
lighting the historical impor-
tance and continued relevance 
of Bengal Eastern Frontier 
Regulation (BEFR) of 1873.

The BEFR aims to protect 
and safeguard the identity 
and existence of the indige-
nous people of Nagaland. The 
regulation makes it obligatory 
for anyone, both Indian citizen 
and foreigner, who is not an 
indigenous inhabitant of Na-
galand, to obtain an Inner Line 
Permit (ILP) as may be pre-
scribed by the Government of 
Nagaland, to enter the state of 
Nagaland for a limited period.

The NSF warned of a loom-
ing crisis due to unchecked 
economic encroachment by 
non-Naga individuals, stating 
that “the hegemonic control 
over the economy of the Nagas 
has grown to such a height that 
even politicians are funded 
during the general elections.”

It emphasised that while 
Nagaland welcomes all people, 
guests must abide by state laws 
and not undermine the region’s 
indigenous integrity.

The Federation was of the 
view that the existing im-

plementation of the BEFR 
in Nagaland is “facilitative” 
compared to the “regimental” 
approach adopted by Mizoram, 
resulting in what it describes 
as “alarming levels of infl ux,” 
posing a serious threat to Naga 
identity, land, and livelihoods.

The NSF ILRC also made 10 
key proposals and demands for 
stringent enforcement of ILP 
in the state.

The 10 proposals include the 
establishment of a centralised 
ILP database – for secure and 

consistent tracking of all out-
siders entering Nagaland. 
Strengthen ILP checkpoints 
– especially along porous bor-
ders with Assam and at key 
entry points like Dimapur 
railway station and airport.

Create a separate ILP en-
forcement wing to monitor 
and take action against ILP 
defaulters. Conduct sensitisa-
tion training for government 
offi cials – to ensure proper 
understanding and applica-
tion of BEFR provisions. En-

sure transparency in ILP fee 
collection.

Adopt digital payment for 
ILP fees. Simplify ILP issuance 
– Aadhaar or EPIC to be basic 
criteria, while maintaining 
stringent guarantor responsi-
bilities. Scrutinise purpose of 
entry – with ILPs issued only 
for genuine reasons.

Revise penalties for default-
ers – raising the minimum 
fi ne to Rs 5,000, going up to 
Rs 25,000 for repeat offences. 
Restrict ILP renewals – with 
a maximum of two exten-
sions and mandatory exit 
upon expiry.

Emphasising that the time 
has come for the Nagaland 
government to take decisive 
action to secure the future 
of its people, the NSF ILRC 
claimed that “the Nagas 
may soon become minori-
ties in their own homeland 
if corrective steps are not 
taken now.”
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TELANGANA NORTHEAST

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyderabad, April 11: The 
Opposition BRS Friday de-
manded an inquiry by central 
agencies like CBI or Serious 
Fraud Investigation Offi ce, 
into the “irregularities” of al-
leged mortgage of 400 acres of 
land adjacent to the University 
of Hyderabad to a private bank 
by the Congress government.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, BRS Working President 
KT Rama Rao, without taking 
any names, alleged that a BJP 
MP was also involved in the 
mortgage issue and is helping 
the Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy government in a ‘quid 
pro quo’ manner, terming it 
a massive “financial fraud”.

“We demand that the Centre 
order an inquiry by the RBI or 
CBI or SFIO or CVO to probe 
the issue. If they (Centre) don’t 

respond to our demand, it can 
be construed that the Congress 
government and the Centre are 
hand in glove in the whole is-
sue,” he said.

Rama Rao said his party will 
also meet the Finance Minister 
and Prime Minister and ap-
praise them of the issue.

Refuting the KTR’s allega-
tions, Congress State Presi-
dent Mahesh Kumar Goud in a 
press conference said the BRS 
leader is speaking with half 
knowledge and trying to gain 
political mileage.

BRS and BJP are in cahoots 
and making UoH lands issue 
controversial thus downplay-
ing the historic BC Survey un-
dertaken by the Congress gov-
ernment, the Congress leader 
alleged.

“I am asking KTR. How ma-
ny thousands of acres of land 
in and around Hyderabad was 

sold during BRS tenure. How 
many acres were given to your 
followers. How many acres of 
deforestation was done. People 
have not forgotten those days,” 
he said.

The BRS leader alleged that 
the 400 acres of land which the 
TGIIC (Telangana Industrial 
Infrastructure Corporation) 
has mortgaged to the private 
bank actually does not belong 
to it as the state government did 
not alienate the land parcel to 
the TGIIC.

The private bank also took 
part in the fraud, KTR alleged 
adding that SEBI should also in-
vestigate the issue as one of the 
transaction advisors is a listed 
company.

Rama Rao said he would 
write letters to RBI, CBI, CVO 
and SFIO seeking a probe into 
the matter.

The Telangana government’s 
plan to develop the 400 acres of 
land in Kancha Gachibowli 
here to create IT infrastruc-
ture has sparked protests by 
UoH Students’ Union. The BRS 
and BJP have also opposed the 
government’s decision.

The matter is now being 
heard in the Telangana High 
Court and the Supreme Court. 
Petitioners in the HC are alleg-
ing that the fl ora and fauna of 
the area will be negatively im-
pacted by the Congress govern-
ment in the state.
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Aizawl, April 11: In an effort 
to address the ongoing water 
crisis in Mizoram’s Lunglei 
town, the state government has 
decided to use tankers to meet 
the demand of the residents, an 
offi cial said Friday.

Lunglei, the second-largest 
town in the state after Aiza-
wl, has been experiencing an 
acute water shortage since 
March due to the drying up of 
the Tlawng River, its primary 
water source.

The river’s water level has 
dropped signifi cantly because 
of an extended dry spell in the 
region. An offi cial said the 
government has decided to 
use tankers to ferry water from 
the Mat River, which fl ows 
between Zobawk in Lunglei 
district and Hnahthial town, 

and begin distribution within 
the Lunglei Municipal Council 
(LMC) starting Saturday.

The move comes after an 
arrangement was made by 
Public Health Engineering 
(PHE) Minister Lalnilawma, 
along with four local legisla-
tors from Lunglei, he added.

He said the government 
will collaborate with the 
Lunglei Truck Owners’ As-
sociation to distribute water 
to residents.

Officials claimed the re-
gion has not received rain-
fall since January, which has 

significantly depleted natural 
water sources.

PHE superintending engi-
neer Zohmingliana said un-
der current conditions, the 
department is able to pump 
only 1.5 million litres per day 

(MLD) from Tlawng River, 
while the daily requirement 
for Lunglei stands at 3.5 MLD.

“During normal times, we 
can pump water for 24 hours 
straight. But due to the sharp 
decline in water level, we can 

now operate pumps for only 9 
to 13 hours a day,” he added.

Zohmingliana also said resi-
dents have been collecting wa-
ter on their own from streams, 
borewells (hand pumps) and 
90 traditional waterholes, lo-
cally known as ‘Tuikhur’, in 
and around Lunglei.

According to him, Lunglei 
and its surrounding areas 
have around 80,000 residents 
and more than 16,000 water 
tap connections.

He further mentioned that 
the government is currently 
constructing a concrete grav-
ity dam on Tlawng River, 
which is expected to signifi -
cantly improve water security 
in the area.

“If the dam project is com-
pleted on time, we may be 
able to avoid such a severe 
shortage next year,” he said.

400-ACRE LAND MORTGAGE ISSUE

BRS demands inquiry 
by central agencies

BRS Working 
President KT Rama Rao 

alleged that a BJP MP 
was also involved in the 
mortgage issue and is 

helping the Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy 

government in a ‘quid pro 
quo’ manner, terming it a 
massive ‘fi nancial fraud’

NSF calls for strict enforcement of ILP 

THE BEFR AIMS TO PROTECT AND 
SAFEGUARD THE IDENTITY AND 
EXISTENCE OF THE INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE OF NAGALAND

THE REGULATION MAKES IT 
OBLIGATORY FOR ANYONE, BOTH 
INDIAN CITIZEN AND FOREIGNER, WHO 
IS NOT AN INDIGENOUS INHABITANT OF 
NAGALAND, TO OBTAIN AN INNER LINE 
PERMIT (ILP) AS MAY BE PRESCRIBED BY 
THE GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND, TO 
ENTER THE STATE OF NAGALAND FOR A 
LIMITED PERIOD

IDENTITY SAFEGUARD

ADDRESSING A PRESS 
CONFERENCE NSF PRESIDENT 
MEDOVI RHI AND INNER LINE 

REGULATION COMMISSION 
(ILRC) CHAIRMAN AND SENIOR 

STUDENTS’ LEADER NSN LOTHA 
SAID THAT THEY SUBMITTED 
A MEMORANDUM TO STATE 

CHIEF SECRETARY J ALAM 
HIGHLIGHTING THE HISTORICAL 

IMPORTANCE AND CONTINUED 
RELEVANCE OF BENGAL EASTERN 

FRONTIER REGULATION 
(BEFR) OF 1873
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Hyderabad, April 11: Telan-
gana Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy Friday asked offi cials to 
speed up the works related to 
the Musi river rejuvenation 
project and to invite tenders in 
June for the proposed bridge on 
the sprawling Mir Alam Tank 
in the city.

Reddy, who held a meeting 
with offi cials, discussed the 
proposed ‘Gandhi Sarovar’ at 
Bapu Ghat, a Gandhi memorial 
in the city, and also the models 
for the proposed bridge on Mir 
Alam Tank.

He told the offi cials to pre-
pare the Detailed Project Re-
port (DPR), plans, surveys 
and proposals before inviting 
tenders for the Mir Alam Tank 
Bridge in June.

A power-point presentation 
on the model designs of the 
bridge, prepared by consult-
ing agencies for the project, 
was made to the CM, an offi cial 
release said.

Reddy suggested that the 2.5 
km-long bridge should be built 
in a grand manner while also 
ensuring the safety and securi-
ty of those who travel on it and 
also the visitors.

It was decided in the meeting 
that the three island-like places 
in the Mir Alam Tank should 
be developed as tourist destina-
tions, it said.

Reddy said ‘birds paradise’ 
and waterfalls should be devel-
oped in the islands, making one 
remember the famous Gardens 
by the Bay in Singapore.

The island zones should be 
developed as a wedding desti-

nation as well by establishing 
convention centres, adventure 
park, theme park and amphi-
theatre, besides resorts, hotels 
and boating for tourists, he said.

The DPR should have plans 
for cleaning the water in the 
tank and to develop the projects 
in the Public Private Partner-
ship (PPP) model, he said.

The plans should incorporate 
details about the availability 
of water in the tank and also 
water fl ow speed during fl ood, 
besides conducting a hydrol-
ogy and environment-related 
survey, he said.

Reddy also suggested that 
the proposed Mir Alam Tank 
Bridge and the island zones 
should be linked to the adjacent 
Nehru Zoological Park.

Mizoram to use tankers to address water crisis in Lunglei town
LUNGLEI, THE SECOND-LARGEST TOWN IN THE STATE AFTER AIZAWL, HAS BEEN EXPERIENCING AN ACUTE WATER 

SHORTAGE SINCE MARCH DUE TO THE DRYING UP OF THE TLAWNG RIVER, ITS PRIMARY WATER SOURCE

The river’s water 
level has dropped 

signifi cantly because 
of an extended dry 
spell in the region

Telangana CM urges
Musi revamp speed-up

Reddy, who held a 
meeting with offi cials, 

discussed the proposed 
‘Gandhi Sarovar’ at Bapu 
Ghat, a Gandhi memorial 

in the city, and also the 
models for the proposed 

bridge on Mir Alam Tank
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Agartala, April 11: Tripura 
Chief Minister Manik Saha Fri-
day said the government was 
planning to bring in the “best 
available teachers” from outside 
the state to ensure quality edu-
cation for students, especially in 
key subjects.

Addressing two separate 
programmes at Teliamura and 

Kalyanpur in Khowai district, 
the CM referred to Finance 
Minister Pranajit Singha Roy’s 
recent budget speech, in which 
a proposal was made to set up 
coaching centres in all subdivi-
sions to improve academic sup-
port for students.

“The established teachers of 
the state may not join the coach-
ing centres, but I have requested 
the Finance Minister to fl oat ten-

ders to bring the best teachers 
from outside the state to ensure 
quality education,” Saha said.

“They will teach students sub-
jects such as English, mathemat-
ics, physics and biology,” he add-
ed. The CM said there is no way 
to reduce the academic pressure 
on students unless alternative ac-
ademic support is made available.

“It has been observed that 
students are rushing to private 

tuition classes on scooters, bikes 
or other means of transport, 
which adds to their stress. The 
proposed coaching centres will 
systematically teach the four 
key subjects,” he added.

On infrastructure devel-
opment, Saha announced the 
government’s plan to set up an 
examination hall at Hapania 
in West Tripura at a cost of 
Rs 15 crore.

Tripura to bring in ‘best teachers’ from outside

 A craftsman makes traditional Assamese dhols ahead of the Rongali Bihu celebration at Tezpur in Sonitpur district of Assam, Friday       PTI PHOTO
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Hyderabad, April 11: Muslims 
staged protests in Hyderabad Fri-
day against the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act, 2025. 

Protests were held at the 
historic Mecca Masjid near 
Charminar, at Dargah Ujale 
Shah mosque in Saeedabad and 
other mosques in the city. 

Soon after Friday prayers at 
Mecca Masjid, the protestors came 
out on the road raising slogans of 
“Naare Takbeer Allahu Akbar”, 
“We want justice”, “Hum sab ek 
hain”, and “Nahi Nahi chalegi, 
Tanshahi Nahi chalegi”. They 
were carrying placards, demand-
ing the withdrawal of the Waqf 
Act. Police had made elaborate 
security arrangements around 
the 17th-century mosque to pre-
vent any untoward incident. 

“We strongly condemn and op-
pose the Waqf Amendment Act 
2025,” reads a banner seen during 
the protest. 

Protests in Telangana 
against Waqf Act



It has been 
25 years 
since 

the state was 
formed. Those 
who had the 
responsibility to 
ensure its prosperity instead 
pushed it into a quagmire of 
stagnation

HEMANT SOREN |  ASSAM CM

The estab-
lished teach-
ers of the 

state may not 
join the coaching 
centres, but I 
have requested 
the Finance Minister to fl oat 
tenders to bring the best teach-
ers from outside the state to 
ensure quality education

MANIK SAHA | TRIPURA CM
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NAINAR NAGENDRAN: AIADMK 
TURNCOAT TO BJP’S NEW CHIEF
Nainar Nagendran - a former AIADMK leader who joined 
the BJP in 2017 after being sidelined following the death 
of party chief J Jayalalithaa - is also known for his staunch 
views on Hindutva. For the 64-year-old politician, his eleva-
tion as the thirteenth president of the Tamil Nadu unit of 
the BJP, comes with a huge responsibility to strive for the 
party's victory in the Assembly polls next year

The govern-
ment cannot 

bring anything. Until 
they (Pandits) feel in 
their hearts that they 
are safe here and 
can roam around 
freely, they will not 
come back
FAROOQ ABDULLAH | NC PRESIDENT

The tunnel 
project is 
critical to 

ease congestion 
on P D’Mello 
Road and provide 
a seamless con-
nection between the Eastern 
Freeway and Atal Setu. Pre-
liminary works such as tunnel 
boring, land acquisition and 
pile foundation are in progress. 
A revised technical proposal 
has also been prepared in 
consultation with the traffi c 
department

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | MAHARASHTRA CM

22 Naxals 
surrender 
Hyderabad: As many as 22 
members of the outlawed CPI 
(Maoist) surrendered before 
police in Mulugu district of 
Telangana Friday, offi cials 
said.  Those who surrendered 
include three area committee 
members, one party member 
and 18 members of the 
'Revolutionary People's 
Committee' of the outfi t, a 
police release said. The three 
surrendered area committee 
members are Madavi Masa 
(native of Mulugu district) 
and Muchaki Joga Ram alias 
Joga and Thati Joga Puvarthi 
(both natives of Chattisgarh).

Four killed in 
lightning strikes 
Hazaribag (Jharkhand): 
Four persons were killed 
in separate incidents of 
lightning strikes in Jharkhand's 
Hazaribag district, an offi cial 
said Friday. The incidents 
occurred in Padma and 
Churchu blocks Thursday 
afternoon. Three persons, 
including two cousins, lost 
their lives in Padma block. 
They were identifi ed as Shiv 
Pujan Sao, Ajay Sao and Suraj 
Kandu.  They were reportedly 
grazing cattle in a fi eld and 
had taken shelter under a hut 
when the lightning struck, 
killing them on the spot.

Police use batons at 
Cong rally in Patna
Patna: The police Friday used 
batons and water cannons on 
Congress workers who were 
advancing towards Bihar 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar's 
offi cial residence here in a 
march taken out in protest 
against the state's endemic 
problems of unemployment 
and migration. Several 
Congress leaders and workers, 
including Kanhaiya Kumar, 
were detained by the police, 
an offi cer said. The march was 
taken out upon the completion 
of "Palayan roko, naukri do 
(stop migration, give jobs) 
pada-yatra", a drive aimed at 
mobilising the state's youth on 
the issues of unemployment. 

DYFI, YC protest 
Palakkad (Kerala): Dramatic 
scenes were witnessed here 
at a foundation stone laying 
ceremony of a skill development 
centre for disabled persons, 
including children, as DYFI and 
Youth Congress (YC) activists 
disrupted the event as the 
initiative was being named after 
RSS founder K B Hedgewar. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, April 11: Re-
searchers have developed 
“venom maps” using local cli-
mate conditions that could help 
predict the venom characteris-
tics of Russell’s viper, a deadly 
snake found widely in India.

A team of researchers from 
the Indian Institute of Science 
(IISc), Bangalore said the ven-
om maps could help clinicians 
select the most appropriate 
treatment for patients with 
snake bites. The fi ndings of the 
research have been published 
in the journal “PLOS Neglected 
Tropical Diseases”.

Author Kartik Sunagar from 
the Centre for Ecological Sci-
ences, IISc said, “Russell’s vi-
per is arguably the clinically 
most important snake species 

in the world. It kills and maims 
more people than any other 
snake species.”

“As a result, it is important 
to precisely unravel the com-
position, activity and potency 
of Russell’s viper venoms and 
understand the role of biotic 
and abiotic factors in shaping 
them,” he added. The research-
ers explained that the toxic 
effects of a snake’s venom are 
caused by concentrations of 
enzymes, which are infl uenced 
by factors, such as climate and 
availability of prey.

“Recent studies from our 
laboratory have shed light on 
the infl uence of biotic factors, 
such as developmental shifts in 
diet, on Russell’s viper venom 
composition and toxicity,” Sun-
agar said. However, the factors 

driving changes in the venom 
of Russell's viper are unknown, 
the researchers said. “Here, 
we highlight, for the fi rst time, 
the role of climatic conditions, 
such as temperature, humidity 
and rainfall, in driving the bio-

chemical functions of Russell’s 
viper venoms,” Sunagar said.

For the study, the research-
ers analysed venom samples 
from 115 snakes collected from 
34 locations across India. The 
activity of venom toxins, in-

cluding enzymes that break 
down proteins, phospholipids 
and amino acids, was tested. 
Climate data gathered over 
the time was then used to un-
derstand the link between 
the venom composition and 
the local climate where the 
snakes were caught, the re-
searchers said.

Temperature and rainfall 
were found to partly explain 

the region-to-region variation 
in snake-venom composition. 
“Our fi ndings reveal a collec-
tive infl uence of various tem-
perature and precipitation pa-
rameters that partly explain the 
variability in enzymatic activ-
ities of D russelii venom,” the 
authors wrote. The breakdown 
of proteins, or “protease activ-
ity”, was found to be higher 
among snakes in drier regions 
of India, they said.

Using this data, the team cre-
ated a map of expected venom 
types of Russell's vipers across 
its range in India. The maps 
could help predict the clinical 
symptoms of snake bites in 
different regions and thus, de-
velop targeted therapies, such 
as toxin-specifi c antibodies, the 
researchers said.

IISc-study develops ‘venom maps’ of deadly snake in India
A team of researchers from the 

Indian Institute of Science 
(IISc), Bangalore said the venom 
maps could help clinicians select 
the most appropriate treatment for 
patients with snake bites

The fi ndings of the research 
have been published in the 

journal “PLOS Neglected Tropical 
Diseases”

Residents help a child to come out of an apartment after a fi re broke out at a multi-story building, in Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat  PTI PHOTO

Nearly 100 cows died at
TTD goshala in Andhra 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amaravati, April 11: YS Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy-led YSRCP 
Friday alleged that nearly 
100 cows died over the past 
three months at Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) 
goshala due to the "negligence 
and poor maintanance of the 
temple body."

However, TTD has strongly 
refuted these allegations, la-
beling social media claims of 
100 cow deaths as "completely 
fake and misleading." YSRCP 
in a post on 'X' said: "Heart-
breaking scenes emerge from 
the TTD Goshala, where near-
ly 100 innocent cows have lost 
their lives over the past three 
months due to sheer neglect 
and poor maintenance. A si-
lent tragedy is unfolding in a 
sacred space meant to shelter 
and protect them." YSRCP 
leader M Bharath accused the 
NDA coalition government in 
Andhra Pradesh of neglecting 
TTD's Gosala, where he claimed 
over 100 cows had died recently.

The former MP from Ra-
jahmundry said that it's a be-
trayal of Lord Venkateswara's 
trust and the state government 
must answer for these shocking 
losses, urging Hindu leaders to 
demand justice. YSRCP leader 
and former TTD Chairman B 
Karunakar Reddy echoed the 
concern, attributing the deaths 
to poor upkeep and said a probe 
is needed to uphold Tirumala's 
sanctity. TTD Gosala's condi-
tion worsened under current 
leadership, he said in a re-
lease. Reddy alleged that the 
Divisional Forest Offi cer (DFO) 
lack expertise, calling it sheer 
negligence by the NDA coali-
tion-appointed board. 

In an offi cial statement Fri-
day, the TTD said that the im-
ages circulated do not pertain 
to TTD Gosalas, condemning 
the propaganda as "malicious".
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New Delhi, April 11: The 
Trump administration was 
quick in responding to what 
was tabled for a bilateral trade 
pact with India and New Delhi 
is geared up for a "very high" 
degree of urgency in conclud-
ing trade deals with the US, 
the European Union and the 
UK, External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar said Friday.

In an interactive session at 
the Global Technology summit, 
he said the US under President 
Donald Trump has fundamen-
tally changed its approach to 
engaging with the world and it 
has consequences across every 
key domain, especially in the 
technology sector. The exter-
nal affairs minister's remarks 
came as Trump's policy on 
tariffs triggered massive trade 
disruptions and fears of a global 
economic recession.

On Wednesday, Trump an-
nounced a 90-day pause on his 
sweeping tariffs on all coun-
tries, except China as coun-
tries around the world wilted 
under the impact of the seismic 
action. Jaishankar, without 
sharing any specifi c details of 
negotiations between India and 

the US on the proposed trade 
pact, indicated that New Delhi 
was keen to conclude it as early 
as possible. "Within a month of 
change in the administration, 
we actually have conceptually 
an agreement that we will do a 
bilateral trade agreement; that 
we will fi nd a fi x that will work 
for both of us because we have 
our concerns too. And its not an 
open ended process," he said.

"We did four years of talking 
in the fi rst Trump administra-
tion. They have their view of 
us and frankly we have our 
view of them. The bottom line 
is that the deal didn't get do-
ne," he said. Following talks 
between Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Trump in 
Washington DC in February, 
the two sides announced to ne-
gotiate the fi rst tranche of the 
BTA by the fall of 2025.

Jaishankar also referred to 
India's negotiations with the 
European Union for a free trade 
agreement. "If you look at the 
EU, often people say we've been 
negotiating for 23 years which 
is not entirely true because we 
had big blocks of time when 
nobody was even talking to 
somebody else. But they have 

tended to be very protracted 
processes," he said.

"It's actually the other way 
around today. That urgency 
we are trying to communicate 
to all three accounts (the US, 
EU, the UK)," he said.

"My sense probably is in 
terms of other parties' response 
-- at least so far the US has been 
fairly quick to whatever has 
been tabled. Now we have to 
see after April 2 how that picks 
up," he said. On Trump's poli-
cies, he said the US has funda-
mentally changed its approach 
to engaging the world and it 
has consequences across every 
domain.

"But the tech consequences, 
I believe, would be particu-
larly profound and it will be 
profound not just because the 
US is the largest economy, the 
main driver, in a way, of glob-
al tech advancements but also 
because it's very clear that tech 
has a big role in making Amer-
ica great again (MAGA)."  The 
external affairs minister, while 
highlighting a big shift in glob-
al order also spoke about Chi-
na's advancement.

NEGOTIATIONS FOR TRADE DEALS

India geared up for ‘high
degree’ of urgency: EAM

In an interactive session at the 
Global Technology summit, 

Jaishankar said the US under 
President Donald Trump has 
fundamentally changed its 
approach to engaging with the 
world and it has consequences 
across every key domain, 
especially in the technology sector

The external affairs minister's 
remarks came as Trump's 

policy on tariffs triggered massive 
trade disruptions and fears of a 
global economic recession
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Mumbai, April 11: The cyber 
wing of Maharashtra Police has 
rescued more than 60 Indian 
nationals who were tortured 
and forced into cyber slavery 
in Myanmar, and arrested fi ve 
agents, including a foreign 
national, a senior offi cial said 
here Friday. 

The victims in the case were 
promised high-paying jobs 
abroad, but were threatened 
and physically tortured to com-
mit cyber frauds there, he said. 

This is perhaps the biggest 
action taken by the Maharash-
tra Cyber in a cyber slavery 
case with the help of the Min-
istry of External Affairs (MEA) 
and Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA), he said.

Cyber slavery is an emerg-
ing form of exploitation that 
begins with online deception 
and evolves into physical 
human traffi cking. 

Maharashtra Cyber has 
registered three First Infor-
mation Reports (FIRs) in this 
connection, he said. 

The racketeers contacted the 
victims through social media 
platforms and lured them with 
high-paying jobs in Thailand 
and other East Asian countries, 
he said.

The agents arranged pass-
ports and fl ight tickets for the 
victims and sent them to Thai-
land on tourist visas. After 

landing in the country, they 
were sent to the Myanmar 
border, where they were made 
to cross a river in small boats.

On entering Myanmar, the 
victims were taken to guard-
ed compounds controlled by 
armed rebel groups, where they 
were forced to commit cyber 
frauds ranging from 'digital ar-
rest' scams to fake investment 
schemes on an industrial scale.  
Maharashtra Cyber, along with 
other agencies, rescued the vic-
tims, the offi cial said, without 
giving details as to whether 
the operation was carried out 
inside Myanmar.

Additional Director General 
of Police (Maharashtra Cyber) 
Yashasvi Yadav said, “The ac-
cused include facilitators who 
helped the victims to take them 
to Myanmar.”

“During the investigation 
of the case, four accused were 
arrested by the Goa Police, 
while we arrested the main 
accused from Mumbai, who 
was an Indian conduit,” he 
said, adding that of the 60 vic-
tims, some could be named as 
accused if they were found to 
have played a role in it. 

In order to force the victims 
into cyber frauds, the accused 
persons used to torture them. 
In some cases, they would even 
pull out the nails of the victims. 

Maharashtra cyber cell 
rescues over 60 Indians 
trapped in Myanmar
Cyber slavery is an 
emerging form of ex-
ploitation that begins 
with online deception 
and evolves into physical 
human traffi cking
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New Delhi, April 11: Election 
Commission sources Friday 
rejected suggestions that elec-
tronic voting machines (EVMs) 
used in the country are vul-
nerable to hacking, asserting 
that the machines work like 
simple calculators which are 
not connected to the internet 
or infrared.

Referring to the reported 
remarks of United States Di-
rector of National Intelligence 
Tulsi Gabbard that her offi ce 
has obtained evidence of vul-
nerabilities to the hacking of 
electronic voting systems for 
manipulating votes, the sources 
pointed out that some countries 
use "electronic voting systems" 
which are a mix of multiple sys-
tems, machines and processes 
including various private net-
works including the Internet.

They underlined that India 
uses electronic voting ma-
chines that work like "simple, 
correct and accurate calcula-
tors" and cannot be connected 
to either the internet, WiFi or 

infrared.  These machines have 
stood legal scrutiny by the Su-
preme Court and are invariably 
checked by the political parties 
at various stages, including the 
conduct of "mock polls" before 
actual polling starts.

More than fi ve crore paper 
trail machine slips have been 
verifi ed and matched while 
counting in front of political 
parties, they pointed out.  Tech 
mogul Elon Musk had last year 
called for the elimination of 
EVMs, citing the risk of being 
hacked by humans or artifi cial 
intelligence (AI).  The then chief 
election commissioner Rajiv 
Kumar had in January respond-
ed to Musk's claim saying, "A 
global IT expert said EVMs can 
be hacked while our elections 
were going on. They (the US) 
don't have EVMs, they have 
electronic voting mechanisms.  
"The remarks created pande-
monium here. The same expert 
later said that India takes a sin-
gle day to fi nish counting while 
the US takes over a month. We 
just follow the narratives that 
are suiting."
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Srinagar, April 11: Jammu 
and Kashmir's ruling National 
Conference (NC) Friday said it 
has fi led a petition in the Supreme 
Court challenging the recent 
amendments to the Waqf Act.

The party fi rst announced its 
decision to challenge the Act, 
which it termed a constitution-
ally "alarming interference" in 
the religious affairs of the Mus-
lim community, Wednesday.

The same day, Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah defended 
protests by NC MLAs in the 
legislative assembly against the 
Act, saying the law had hurt the 
sentiments of the majority of the 
people in Jammu and Kashmir. 
"On the directions of Party Pres-
ident Dr. Farooq Abdullah, and 
in the interest of the minorities 
of India, JKNC has challenged 
the Waqf Amendment Act in the 
Supreme Court. Our MLAs @ar-
junsinghraju, @AdvReyazkhan 
& Hilal Lone have fi led a writ pe-
tition today seeking justice," the 
NC said in a post on X Friday. 
The Waqf (Amendment) Bill was 
passed by Parliament April 4 
after marathon debates in both 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.

Indian EVMs not prone
to hacking: EC sources

NC moves SC 
against Waqf Act



In the last 5 years, 
93% of actively 
managed large cap 
equity funds under-
performed the Index.  
If you are a believer 
in the theory: that 
Money Managers 

have some deep insights on beating 
the markets; their performance speaks 
otherwise. Their job is to collect money 
and keep investing at whatever levels. 
Too many podcasts have elevated them 
to God level.  Ask them to show their 
personal portfolios, most of them will 
get pissed off. 
Solution for you:- 
Learn to manage your own money. 
- Learn the basics of selling stocks. 
- When to buy stocks. 
- How exactly to assess a stock quality 
etc. 
It does not take you insane amount of 
time to learn all these things. You just 
need a bit of effort. 
The commissions you'd save is mas-
sive. Example:- 
25K monthly investments, invested for 
40 years (at 11% CAGR; assume 1% 
commissions)= 18.5Cr
25K monthly investments, invested for 
40 years (at 12% CAGR)=24.5Cr

 @Akshat_World
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CASTE CENSUS REPORT 
TABLED IN K’TAKA CABINET
The much-awaited Socio-Economic and Education 
Survey report, popularly known as the “caste cen-
sus,” was presented before the Karnataka cabinet 
Friday. Speaking to reporters here, Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah said, “Some ministers said they want 
to go through the recommendations fi rst. For this 
reason, there will be a cabinet meeting April 17”.

Vellappally has 
a remarkable 

ability to articulate 
matters effectively. As 
the old saying goes, 
his tongue carries the 
grace of Saraswati Devi
PINARAYI VIJAYAN | KERALA CM

Terrorist killed
in encounter 
Jammu: One terrorist was 
killed Friday in an encounter 
with security forces in Jammu 
and Kashmir's Kishtwar 
district, while a separate 
operation to track down 
a group of three militants 
is underway in Udhampur 
district, Army offi cials said. 
The security agencies have 
expanded the scope of 
surveillance to the Bhaderwah 
area of Doda district to keep a 
track on terrorists potentially 
moving between different 
locations in the hilly districts of 
the Jammu region.

Property dealer 
shot dead in SUV
New Delhi: A 50-year-old 
property dealer was allegedly 
shot dead inside his car by 
unidentifi ed assailants in outer 
Delhi's Paschim Vihar East 
Friday morning, a police offi cer 
said. The deceased, identifi ed 
as Rajkumar, was allegedly 
driving his SUV when the 
assailants surrounded him in 
different vehicles and fi red at 
him, the offi cer said. 

4 women drown 
Garwah (Jharkhand): Four 
women, including two minors, 
drowned in a pond in Garwah 
district Friday, a senior offi cial 
said. The incident took place when 
they had gone to the pond for 
bath, and one of them slipped in a 
deeper portion of the waterbody, 
Sub-Divisional Offi cer (Garwah) 
Sanjay Kumar Pandey said. 

The Global 
City project to 
be developed 

in Gurugram with 
an investment 
of `1 lakh crore 
will generate fi ve 
lakh employment 
opportunities after its completion

NAYAB SINGH SAINI |  HARYANA CM

There is 
discrimina-
tion. That's 

why there is SC/
ST Atrocities Act 
and in the coming 
days, to protect 
backward classes from insults, 
this government will take the 
responsibility of bringing a BC 
Protection Act

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU | ANDHRA PRADESH CM

AIADMK and 
BJP have 
decided to 

fi ght next (year's) 
polls...from 1998, 
AIADMK has been 
part of BJP alliance 
(at different points of time). PM 
Modi and late Chief Minister J 
Jayalalithaa had worked for Cen-
tre-state ties

AMIT SHAH  |  UNION MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

An artisan gives fi nal touches to an idol of Lord Hanuman on the eve of Hanuman Jayanti, in Nagpur, 
Maharashtra PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 11: The 
National Hawkers' Federation 
(NHF) Friday urged the Centre 
to issue national-level guide-
lines to protect street vendors 
from the rising threat of heat-
waves.

The increasing temperatures 
are putting the lives and live-
lihoods of over two crore ven-
dors at risk, it said. In a letter to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Union Environment Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav, the fed-
eration said the frequency and 
intensity of heatwaves have in-
creased alarmingly, with 2023 
witnessing around 30 days of 
extreme heat conditions, and 
demanded that heatwaves be 
included in notifi ed disasters 
under the Disaster Manage-
ment Act.

The federation said vendors 
are facing a “double impact” in 
the form of health risks due to 

prolonged exposure and loss of 
income due to reduced custom-
er footfall.

“Vendors report heat exhaus-
tion, dehydration, dizziness and 
even heat strokes. Heatwaves 
also impact perishable goods, 
increasing fi nancial losses. 
Vendors selling fresh produce, 
dairy and other heat-sensitive 
items suffer particularly heavy 
economic setbacks,” the feder-
ation said.

It said despite the growing 
risks, street vendors often lack 
basic infrastructure like shade, 
drinking water and fi rst-aid 
support.  The NHF demanded 
that the government integrate 
vendor protection measures in-
to the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority's (NDMA) 
guidelines and ensure state and 
urban bodies implement them.

The hawkers’ body proposed 
several measures including 
advance planning by local au-

thorities, installation of public 
hydration stations, provision of 
umbrellas and temporary shade 
structures and distribution of 
oral rehydration salts, cooling 
towels and caps.

It also recommended the cre-
ation of shaded rest areas near 
markets and the formation of 

vendor-led response teams 
trained to handle heat stress 
emergencies.  The letter called 
for street vending zones to be 
developed with green cover and 
heat-resistant materials as part 
of long-term urban planning.

"With rising temperatures 
and increasing heatwave days, 

it is imperative that street ven-
dors who form a critical part 
of India's informal economy 
are given adequate protection. 
The central government must 
provide clear guidelines to 
states and urban local bodies 
on ensuring street vendors' 
safety during heatwaves. These 
guidelines should be offi cially 
integrated into the NDMA 
framework, making them a part 
of broader climate resilience 
and urban planning measures," 
NHF general secretary Sakti-
man Ghosh said in the letter.

Mecanzy Dabre, deputy gen-

eral secretary of the federation, 
said the government must pro-
vide adequate funding to heat 
action plans, notify heatwaves 
as a national disaster and pro-
vide necessary support to street 
vendors.

Currently, the notifi ed list 
of disasters eligible for Na-
tional Disaster Response Fund 
(NDRF) and State Disaster Re-
sponse Fund (SDRF) assistance 
includes cyclones, droughts, 
earthquakes, fi res, fl oods, tsu-
namis, hailstorms, landslides, 
avalanches, cloud bursts, pest 
attacks, frost and cold waves. 

However, state governments 
can use up to 10 per cent of 
their annual SDRF allocation, 
subject to certain conditions, 
to provide immediate relief for 
natural disasters they consid-
er signifi cant within the local 
context, even if they are not 
included in the centrally no-
tifi ed list. 

HEATWAVE

NHF urges Centre to issue guidelines to protect vendors 
The increasing 
temperatures are 
putting the lives and 
livelihoods of over 
two crore vendors 
at risk

Rising gracefully above the 
deep gorge of the Anji Riv-
er, the Anji Khad Bridge 

marks a historic milestone as 
India’s fi rst cable-stayed rail-
way bridge. Located approxi-
mately 80 km from Jammu 

city, just south of the iconic 
Chenab Bridge, it is a marvel 
of modern engineering and a 
symbol of ambition realised.

Nestled amidst the majestic 
Himalayas, this extraordinary 
structure is part of the Udham-
pur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail 
Link (USBRL) project, connect-
ing the vital Katra-Banihal sec-
tion. More than a bridge, 

it is a bold response to na-
ture’s formidable challenges—
built to endure seismic activity, 
high-velocity winds, and the 
unpredictable geology of young 
fold mountains.

Soaring 331 metres above 
the riverbed and stretching 
725 metres across, the bridge 

is supported by 96 high-tensile 
cables, anchored by an elegant 
inverted Y-shaped pylon rising 
193 metres from its foundation. 
With over 8,215 metric tonnes 
of structural steel, it is a fusion 
of strength and sophistication.

Once inaugurated, the Anji 
Khad Bridge will revolution-
ise connectivity in Jammu and 

Kashmir—reducing travel 

time, boosting trade, and pro-
moting tourism. It will serve as 
a powerful engine for economic 
development, binding commu-
nities, and enhancing access 
across the region.

More than steel and cables, 
this bridge is a symbol of prog-
ress, resilience, and hope—a 
towering testament to human 
determination. 

ANJI KHAD BRIDGE

Bridging heights for a prosperous Kashmir

AGENCIES

Patna, April 11: While a sud-
den change in weather brought 
respite from the scorching heat 
in Delhi and Uttar Pradesh 
Friday, lightning strikes and 
hailstorms in Bihar claimed 
61 lives in the last 24 hours, of-
fi cials said.

 In Bihar, 39 people died due 
to hailstorms and rain-relat-
ed incidents, while lightning 
strikes claimed 22 lives.

 Twenty-fi ve deaths were 
reported Thursday evening, 
and following collation of data 
from various districts, the toll 
mounted to 61, they said.

Nalanda reported the highest 
number of fatalities at 23, fol-
lowed by Bhojpur (six), Siwan, 
Gaya, Patna and Sheikhpura 
(four each), Jamui (three) and 
Jehanabad (two). Gopalganj, 
Muzaffarpur, Arwal, Darbhan-
ga, Begusarai, Saharsa, Kati-

har, Lakhisarai, Nawada and 
Bhagalpur districts reported 
one death each.

 Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar expressed condolences 
over the deaths and announced 
an ex-gratia of `4 lakh each for 
the next of kin of the deceased.  
In the national capital, the 
maximum temperature set-
tled at 35.8 degrees Celsius, 
marking a dip of 3.8 notches 
from Thursday's high of 39.6 
degrees celsius.  Strong dust 
storms and gusty winds hit 

Delhi this evening, promp ing 
the MeT department to warn of 
adverse weather conditions in 
the coming hours and issue an 
“orange” alert for Delhi-NCR.

 More than 15 fl ights were 
diverted at the Indira Gandhi 
International Airport due to 
inclement weather conditions.

 "Due to inclement weath-
er conditions in Delhi, some 
of the fl ights at Delhi Airport 
are impacted. Passengers are 
advised to contact their re-
spective airlines for the latest 

fl ight updates," airport opera-
tor DIAL said in a post on X at 
1915 hours.  IndiGo said Delhi 
and Jaipur are experiencing a 
dust storm, affecting takeoffs 
and landings and potentially 
causing air traffi c congestion. 
This may lead to delays or di-
versions, the operator said in 
the post.  While two weather 
stations -- Ridge and Ayanagar 
-- in Delhi Thursday record-
ed heatwave conditions with 
temperatures settling above 
40 degrees Celsius, Friday all 
monitoring stations in the city 
recorded a high below the 40-de-
gree mark.

 The IMD has predicted thun-
derstorms with rain in Delhi 
Saturday.   In Uttar Pradesh, 
light rain accompanied by 
strong winds in several dis-
tricts of the western part of the 
state onFriday evening brought 
a much-needed relief from the 
recent spell of intense heat. 

Toll due to lightning strikes climbs to 61
While 39 people died due 
to hailstorms and rain-
related incidents, 22 peo-
ple died due to lightning 
strikes Thursday

Twenty-fi ve deaths 
were reported Thursday 
evening, and following 
collation of data from 
various districts, the 
toll mounted to 61, 
they said

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington/ New York, 
April 11: Mumbai terror at-
tack accused Tahawwur Ra-
na allegedly said the Indians 
“deserved it" and commended 
the nine LeT terrorists killed 
during the attack, suggesting 
that they should be given "Nis-
han-e-Haider”, Pakistan's high-
est gallantry award, according 
to the US Department of Justice.

The US Wednesday extradit-
ed Tahawwur Hussain Rana, 
a Canadian citizen and native 
of Pakistan, to stand trial in 
India on 10 criminal charges 
stemming from his alleged role 
in the 2008 terrorist attack in 
Mumbai that killed 166 people, 
including six Americans. "Ra-
na's extradition is a critical step 
toward seeking justice for the 
six Americans and scores of 
other victims who were killed 
in the heinous attacks," the De-
partment of Justice said. 

India alleges that Rana facili-
tated a fraudulent cover so that 
his childhood friend Headley, a 
US citizen born Daood Gilani, 
could freely travel to Mum-
bai to conduct surveillance 
of potential attack sites for 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT). After 
the attack, Rana allegedly told 
Headley, one of the main con-
spirators of the assault, that 
the Indians “deserved it", the 

statement said. "In an intercept-
ed conversation with Headley, 
Rana allegedly commended 
the nine LeT terrorists who 
had been killed committing 
the attacks, saying that “they 
should be given Nishan-e-Haid-
er”-Pakistan's highest award 
for gallantry in battle, which 
is reserved for fallen soldiers," 
the statement said.

India alleges that Headley 
received training from LeT 
members in Pakistan and was 
in direct communication with 
the terrorist outfi t about plans to 
attack Mumbai.   Rana agreed to 
open a Mumbai branch of his im-
migration business and appoint 
Headley as the manager of the 
offi ce, despite the latter having 
no immigration experience, it 
said. On two separate occasions, 
Rana allegedly helped Headley 
prepare and submit visa appli-
cations to Indian authorities 
that contained information the 
former knew to be false.

Between November 26 and 29, 
2008, ten LeT terrorists carried 
out a series of 12 coordinated 
shooting and bombing attacks 
in Mumbai.

LeT terrorists infi ltrated 
the city by sea, dispersing to 
multiple locations in teams. 
They attacked a train station, 
two restaurants, the Taj Mahal 
Palace Hotel and a Jewish com-
munity centre. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pathanamthitta (Kerala), 
April 11: A court here Friday 
sentenced a man to life impris-
onment for brutally raping 
and physically assaulting a 
19-year-old COVID-19 patient, 
who belongs to a Dalit commu-
nity, while she was being trans-
ported to a fi rst-line treatment 
centre near here in 2020.

The sentence was pro-
nounced by Judge N Hariku-
mar, who also ordered the con-
vict, Noufal (29), who hails from 
Kayamkulam, to pay a fi ne of 
`2,12,000.

The court had found the 
accused guilty Thursday, fol-
lowing the conclusion of argu-
ments, and deferred sentencing 
to Friday. 

The shocking incident took 
place at midnight September 5, 
2020, at a time when the country 
was gripped by fear due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Instead of taking the patient 
to the COVID treatment cen-
tre in Pandalam, the accused 
diverted the vehicle and trans-
ported her to a deserted area 
within the land allocated for the 
Aranmula airport project. After 
entering the back of the ambu-
lance and shutting the door, the 
accused forcefully restrained 
the woman and assaulted her.

The survivor, who was men-
struating at the time, was raped 
after the accused covered her 
mouth. He also slapped her on 
the cheek and kicked her in the 
stomach.  During the struggle, 
the woman fell and sustained 
an injury to her left knee.

After the assault, the accused 
dropped the semi-conscious 
woman in front of a private 
hospital in Pandalam and pro-
ceeded towards Adoor. The hos-
pital staff, upon learning of the 
incident from the survivor, im-
mediately informed the police.

Acting swiftly on her state-
ment, the police apprehended 
Noufal and placed him under 
arrest. 

Indians deserved it, Rana 
told Headley after 26/11

Ambulance driver gets
life sentence for raping
Covid patient in Kerala

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, April 11: The famil-
iar scenes of mass agitation re-
turned to the streets of Kolkata 
Friday — echoes of the protests 
over the ghastly rape-murder at 
RG Kar Hospital — this time led 
by thousands of teachers and 
non-teaching staff who lost 
their jobs following a Supreme 
Court verdict that invalidated 
their appointments.

Chants of 'We want justice' 
shattered the sultry afternoon 
air, accompanied by visible 
outrage and frustration as dem-
onstrators marched along the 
Salt Lake route. Their march 
from Karunamoyee to Acha-
rya Sadan, the offi ce of the West 
Bengal School Service Commis-
sion (SSC), was held in demand 
for the release of the 22 lakh Op-
tical Mark Recognition (OMR) 
sheets to identify the genuine 
candidates who appeared for 

the 2016 SSC exams and whose 
entire panel was annulled by 
the top court after it found the 
selection process "vitiated and 
tainted" beyond redemption.

Carrying placards demand-
ing reinstatement, the protest-
ers were joined by members of 
various civil society organisa-
tions in a show of solidarity. 
"SSC should release the copies 
of the OMR sheets to help seg-
regate the eligible teachers," a 
demonstrator said.

The commission had earli-
er told both the Calcutta High 
Court and the Supreme Court 
that it no longer has the OMR 
sheets or their digital copies, as 
they were destroyed. Protestors 
squatted on the road and eager-
ly awaited the outcome of the 
crucial meeting scheduled to be 
held between representatives of 
the teachers who lost their jobs 
and the state education minis-
ter Bratya Basu later in the day. 

BENGAL TEACHERS WHO 
LOST JOBS HOLD MARCH
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SPACE FORCE COMMANDER 
IN GREENLAND FIRED 
The commander of a US Space 
Force base in Greenland has been 
fi red after she sent a base-wide 
email breaking with offi cial mes-
saging following Vice President JD 
Vance’s visit to the Danish territory 
that President Donald Trump is 
seeking to annex

Brazil will prioritise 
trade negotiations 

with the United States to 
address the tariffs imposed 
by President Donald Trump 
as it continues to expand 
commercial agreements 
with other countries as a 
way to offset the impact
TATIANA PRAZERES | 
FOREIGN TRADE SECRETARY, BRAZIL

Nepal protests: 
Key person held
Kathmandu: Police in Nepal 
Friday arrested the main 
person behind the March 28 
pro-monarchy protests in the 
capital Kathmandu that killed 
two persons. Nepal Police 
said in a statement that Durga 
Prasai, who was involved in 
the violent protests of Tinkune, 
Kathmandu, was arrested from 
Jhapa district bordering India 
along with his bodyguard. 
Prasai was charged with state 
offence and organised crime. 
According to media reports, 
Prasai was arrested in Assam 
by the local police there 
and handed over to Nepal 
Police, who brought him to 
Jhapa, where he was formally 
arrested.

Tesla launches in 
Saudi Arabia 
Riyadh: Tesla offi cially 
launched in Saudi Arabia 
Thursday, marking a new 
chapter in the company’s 
global expansion after Elon 
Musk’s troubled relationship 
with the kingdom — but the 
Middle East country’s extreme 
heat could pose a challenge 
for its electric vehicle 
performance and battery 
effi ciency. Musk and Saudi 
Arabia have had a complicated 
history. Back in 2018, the Tesla 
CEO claimed he had secured 
funding from the kingdom’s 
sovereign wealth fund to take 
the company private. That 
deal never happened, leading 
to lingering tensions. With the 
launch of its fi rst showroom 
and service centre in the Saudi 
capital, Riyadh, Tesla makes 
its long-anticipated entry into 
the Saudi market. 

Brazil's former Prez 
Bolsonaro hospitalised 
Sao Paulo: Former Brazilian 
President Jair Bolsonaro was 
hospitalised Friday morning 
with abdominal pain while 
travelling in northeastern 
Brazil, his political party said. 
The pain was related to long-
term effects of a stabbing to 
the abdomen he suffered in 
September 2018, the press 
offi ce of his Liberal Party 
said. Bolsonaro has been in 
and out of hospitals since 
the incident at a campaign 
event before Brazil’s 2018 
presidential election. 
The conservative leader 
underwent several surgeries 
during his presidency from 
2019-2022. He was admitted 
Friday to a hospital in Santa 
Cruz, a small city in the 
northeastern state of Rio 
Grande do Norte. Sen Flavio 
Bolsonaro, one of his sons, 
said he would be transferred 
to a hospital in the state’s 
capital, Natal.

The US tariff 
and trade 
policies are 

putting a strain on 
the European and 
Austrian econo-
mies. This makes it 
all the more important to strength-
en economic cooperation with all 
partner countries and promote 
innovation-driven collaborations

MARKUS MARTERBAUER |  
FINANCE MINISTER, AUSTRIA

A political 
decision 
is needed 

to supply these 
systems to protect 
our cities, towns, 
and the lives of 
our people — especially from 
the threat of Russian ballistic 
weapons. Our partners have such 
available systems

RUSTEM UMEROV  | 
DEFENCE MINISTER, UKRAINE

A trade war 
favours no 
one. We all 

will lose. Expand-
ing the trade 
relations that we 
have with other 
countries, including a partner as 
important as China, does not go 
against anyone

PEDRO SANCHEZ  |  PRIME MINISTER, SPAIN

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Beirut, April 11: When Leba-
non’s civil war erupted 50 years 
ago this month, its national mu-
seum became a fl ashpoint of its 
capital’s deadly frontline, with 
militants barricaded among an-
cient sarcophagi and sniping 
through historic mosaics.

Now, students and tourists 
roam through its artefacts - 
some still blackened by indoor 
campfi res lit by those fi ghters - 
and into a new pavilion opened 
during Lebanon’s most recent 
war last year, when Israel and 
armed group Hezbollah traded 
heavy fi re.

For its admirers, the building 
not only houses the country’s 
heritage, but also symbolises 
its resilience.

“I hope these young people I see 
here also know what happened 
in the museum in 1975, because 

what happened here is something 
worthy of respect,” said Leba-
non’s culture minister Ghassan 
Salameh, speaking to Reuters in 
the main museum hall.

“There is a right to forget. 
The Lebanese who want to for-
get the civil war – it's their right 
to do so. But there is also a duty 
to remember, so that we do not 
repeat it again, and again, and 
again.”

The war erupted April 13, 
1975, after Christian gunmen 
fi red on a bus carrying Pales-
tinian fi ghters in Beirut - just a 
few kilometres from the muse-
um, which fi rst opened in 1942.

A frontline running directly 
adjacent to the museum split 
east Beirut from the west. After 
militants took up the museum 
as a barracks, the director of 
antiquities at the time, Maurice 
Chehab, ferried small artefacts 
to vaults at Lebanon’s central 

bank and encased the larger 
pieces in reinforced concrete 
to protect them from shelling.

At least four major pieces were 
damaged, Salameh said. They are 
visible in the museum today, in-
cluding a football-sized hole in a 
fl oor-to-ceiling 5th century mosa-
ic used by snipers to target rival 

militants near the front.
The war lasted 15 years, leav-

ing more than 100,000 dead and 
displacing hundreds of thou-
sands more. Halfway through 
it, Israeli troops invaded all 
the way to Beirut and Hezbol-
lah was founded the same year, 
vowing to push Israel out.

In 2023, a new war erupted 
between the old foes, when 
Hezbollah launched rockets 
into Israel, triggering a year of 
tit-for-tat strikes until Israel es-
calated its air and ground cam-
paign, leaving Hezbollah badly 
weakened by the end of 2024.

Even as that confl ict was 
raging, the museum worked to 
open a new wing for rotating 
exhibitions. As construction 
was under way, archaeologists 
uncovered dozens of artefacts 
that Chehab had buried in the 

museum’s backyard to protect 
them, said Sarkis Khoury, Leb-
anon’s current director of an-
tiquities.

He spoke to Reuters while 
standing in front of an outer 
wall damaged during the civil 
war that museum authorities 
had decided to preserve as a 
testament to its resilience.

“The things we left visible 
are a lesson for the future, be-
cause we are a country that 
should be a country of peace, a 
country of coexistence, because 
this is our history,” said Sarkis 
Khoury, Lebanon’s current di-
rector of antiquities.

Keeping the wall is a rare 
example of memory preserva-
tion in Lebanon, where other 
landmarks of the civil war 
have remained abandoned or 
were covered up by the rapid 
construction of high-rises once 
the confl ict ended.

Once on civil war’s frontline, Lebanon museum sees new life
Museum now hosts students 
and tourists, preserving war-
damaged artefacts

Culture minister emphasizes 
duty to remember civil war to 
avoid repetition

New pavilion opened amid 
recent confl ict, uncovering 
buried antiquities

REUTERS

Beijing, April 11: China is 
looking to mend a strained 
trading relationship with the 
European Union, the last open 
major market for its products, 
to weather a trade war with the 
United States. But diplomats 
and analysts say breaking a pro-
longed stalemate won’t be easy.

The EU and other major trad-
ing partners argue that Chinese 
overinvestment in manufactur-
ing is fl ooding the world with 
goods, while Beijing accuses 
the EU of being protectionist.

But since US President Don-
ald Trump’s return to the White 
House, a procession of Euro-
pean offi cials and lawmakers 
have made their way to Beijing, 
capped off with Spanish Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez meet-
ing Chinese leaders including 
President Xi Jinping Friday.

Xi, in his fi rst public com-
ments since Trump launched 
his tariff offensive, appealed 
directly to the EU by telling 
Sanchez that China and his 
bloc should join forces to de-
fend globalisation and oppose 
“unilateral acts of bullying”.

Both sides have quietly in-
tensifi ed coordination, with 
EU offi cials agreeing to mon-
itor trade diversions from US 
tariffs, a potential strain on the 
relationship, in two separate 
calls with Chinese counterparts 
Tuesday. China and the EU al-
so established several economic 
working groups after EU trade 
chief Maros Sefcovic’s visit late 
March, including on EV supply 
chain investment and agri-food 
market access issues.

Both sides Thursday revived 

minimum pricing negotiations 
on Chinese-made electric ve-
hicles, a solution to the bloc’s 
tariffs imposed last year that 
Beijing has long advocated.

China’s EV exports to Europe 
were down 15% in January-Feb-
ruary from the same months 
last year, according to China 
Passenger Car Association da-
ta. This extends a 10% decline 
in 2024, as tariffs of up to 35.3% 
took effect in October.

EU Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen 
even shifted her language on 
Ukraine in Tuesday’s call, in-
viting Beijing to “intensify its 
efforts to contribute meaning-
fully to the peace process” in-

stead of admonishing it for its 
economic support for Russia.

All this comes as Trump back-
tracked Wednesday on the hefty 
duties he had just imposed on 
dozens of countries while imme-
diately hiking tariffs on China 
to 145% from 104%.

CHARM OFFENSIVE
Beijing has mounted a charm 

offensive in recent months, 
sending senior diplomats to 
Brussels in February to raise 
lifting sanctions on EU lawmak-
ers in exchange for reviving a 
long-dormant investment deal.

French foreign minister 
Jean-Noel Barrot won a short-
term delay on defi nitive Chi-
nese tariffs on cognac imports 
after his visit late March. How-
ever, Beijing unusually ignored 
a European demarche request 
on cognac-related issues for 
several months prior, two Eu-
ropean diplomats told Reuters.

Top EU leaders will visit Bei-
jing in July for a face-to-face 
summit with President Xi, an 
EU Commission spokesperson 
said Friday.

TRADE CRISIS

China courts EU as 
hedge against Trump

China looking to mend 
trading ties with EU amid 

US tariff debacle

Diplomats, analysts say 
breaking deadlock won’t 

be easy

Xi urges EU to join forces 
and oppose unilateral acts, 

defend globalisation

REUTERS

New York, April 11: A tourist 
helicopter plummeted upside 
down into New York City’s 
Hudson River Thursday killing 
all six people on board, includ-
ing a Spanish family with three 
children and the pilot, Mayor 
Eric Adams said.

Agustin Escobar, CEO of Rail 
Infrastructure at Siemens Mo-
bility, the train transportation 
arm of Germany-based tech-
nology company Siemens was 
among those killed, a company 
spokesperson told Reuters.

“We are deeply saddened by 
the tragic helicopter crash in 
which Agustin Escobar and 
his family lost their lives,” 
the spokesperson said in an 
emailed statement.

Video of the crash showed 
what appeared to be a large ob-
ject plunging into the river, fol-
lowed seconds later by what ap-
peared to be a helicopter blade. 
Afterwards, emergency and 
police boats were seen circling 
around a patch of river where 
the helicopter was submerged, 
with only what appeared to be 
the aircraft’s landing gear pok-
ing above the water’s surface.

The Bell 206 chopper, oper-
ated by New York Helicopter 
Tours, departed at about 3 pm 
from a downtown helicopter 
pad and fl ew north over the 
Hudson River, New York Po-
lice Commissioner Jessica 
Tisch said.

It turned south when it 

reached the George Washing-
ton Bridge and crashed minutes 
later, hitting the water upside 
down and sinking near Lower 
Manhattan about 3:15 pm, just 
off Hoboken, New Jersey, Tisch 
added.

Dani Horbiak, a 29-year-old 
resident of Jersey City, New 
Jersey, said she witnessed the 
crash from her window while 
working from home.

“I looked out my window 
right here, and I saw the he-
licopter falling to pieces, and 
I watched multiple pieces 
splashed down into the river 
below, and I was wondering 
what happened,” she told Reu-
ters. “But I’m putting the pieces 
together… it does sound like I 
was maybe hearing the propel-
ler smacking into something.”

Horbiak said she was “shak-
en” by the incident and later 
called emergency services, 
which said it had already 
dispatched responders to the 
scene. Divers helped remove 
the victims from the water. 
Four were pronounced dead 
at the scene, while two others 
were taken to area hospitals, 
where they died.

Siemens CEO killed in 
Hudson helicopter crash

Helicopter crash kills six, including 
three children, in Hudson River

FAA and NTSB to investigate Bell 
206 helicopter crash

Siemens executive, his family, 
among those killed

Helicopter submerged upside 
down near Lower Manhattan
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Melbourne, April 11: The In-
dian Consulate in Melbourne 
has been targeted in an act of 
vandalism with the Indian High 
Commission in Canberra rais-
ing the issue with Australian 
authorities Friday.

The Consulate premises in 
Melbourne have previously 
been the site of similar provoca-
tions, with slogans defacing the 
premises in past years during 
periods of heightened interna-
tional tension, The Australia 
Today reported.

Victoria Police said graffi -
ti was discovered at the front 
entrance of the diplomatic 
premises around 1:00 am early 
Thursday.

“Offi cers believe the front 
entry of the building was graf-
fi tied overnight, sometime be-
tween Wednesday and Thurs-
day. An investigation into the 
damage remains ongoing,” a 
police spokesperson said.

The High Commission in 
a post on X on Friday said it 
raised the issue with Austra-
lian authorities.

“The incident of defacing at 
the premises of the Consulate 
General of India in Melbourne 
by miscreants has been raised 
with Australian authorities. 
All necessary steps are being 
taken to ensure the safety and 
security of Indian diplomatic 
and consular premises and 
personnel in the country,” 
the post said.

Police have not confi rmed 
whether any suspects have 
been identifi ed in the Thursday 
incident.

Authorities have urged any-
one with information to come 
forward, the police spokesper-
son said.

The act has reignited con-
cerns within the Indian-Aus-
tralian community which has 
expressed frustration over a 
growing pattern of targeted in-
cidents involving Hindu tem-
ples and Indian government 
establishments across Mel-
bourne, the news portal said.

Indian Consulate in 
Melbourne vandalised

REUTERS

Moscow, April 11: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s special 
envoy Steve Witkoff fl ew to 
Russia Friday for talks with 
President Vladimir Putin about 
the search for a peace deal on 
Ukraine, the Kremlin said, 
saying the two men might also 
discuss a Trump-Putin meeting.

The Izvestia news outlet re-
leased video of Witkoff leaving 
a hotel in Russia’s second city 
St Petersburg, accompanied by 
Kirill Dmitriev, Putin’s invest-
ment envoy.

Witkoff has emerged as a key 
fi gure in the on-off rapproche-
ment between Moscow and 
Washington amid talk on the 
Russian side of potential joint 
investments in the Arctic and 
in Russian rare earth minerals.

Putin was also in St Peters-
burg on Friday to hold what the 
Kremlin called an “extraordi-
narily important” meeting 
about the development of the 
Russian Navy, which is in the 
throes of a major modernisa-

tion and expansion drive.
Kremlin spokesman Dmi-

try Peskov played down the 
planned Witkoff-Putin meet-
ing, telling Russian state media 
the US envoy’s visit would not 
be “momentous” and that no 
breakthroughs were expected.

The meeting will be their 
third this year and comes at 
a time when US tensions with 
Iran and China - two countries 

with which Russia has close 
ties - are severely strained over 
Tehran’s nuclear programme 
and a burgeoning trade war 
with Beijing.

Witkoff is due in Oman Sat-
urday for talks with Iran over 
its nuclear programme after 
Trump threatened Tehran 
with military action if it does 
not agree to a deal. Moscow 
has repeatedly offered its help 
in trying to clinch a diplomatic 
settlement.

Putin and Trump have spo-
ken by phone but have yet to 
meet face-to-face since the US 
leader returned to the White 
House in January for a second 
four-year term.

US envoy in Russia for talks with Putin
Trump envoy fl ies into St. 
Petersburg

Witkoff to hold talks with 
Putin

Comes as US tensions with 
China and Iran spike

Talks on full ceasefi re in 
Ukraine appear stalled

A person smashes a Tesla car, donated anonymously and destined for scrap during a stunt organized by the group 
Everyone Hates Elon, in London, Britain                                                                                  REUTERS
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Business
BHARAT MART IN DUBAI SOON 
Logistics operator DP World Friday said it has commenced the con-
struction of Bharat Mart, a global B2B and B2C marketplace in Dubai, 
designed to facilitate trade between Indian businesses and global 
markets. The company in a statement said it unveiled the virtual 
model of the project in the presence of HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defence of the UAE, Piyush Goyal, 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, Government of India, along with 
HE Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, Group Chairman and CEO, DP World

I highlighted emerging oppor-
tunities in new and emerging 
sectors such as green hydrogen, 
electric vehicles, digital public 
infrastructure and innovation. 
India is an excellent gateway to 
Asia and the global south
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN | FINANCE MINISTER

Forex kitty swells 
to $676.27 billion
Mumbai: India's forex 
reserves jumped $10.872 billion 
to $676.268 billion during 
the week ended April 4, the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
said Friday. The overall kitty 
had jumped $6.596 billion to 
$665.396 billion in the previous 
reporting week. This is the 
fi fth consecutive week of an 
increase in the kitty, which had 
seen some decline recently 
due to revaluation, along with 
forex market interventions 
by the RBI, to help reduce 
volatilities in the rupee. The 
forex reserves had touched an 
all-time high of $704.885 billion 
in end-September 2024. For the 
week ended April 4, foreign 
currency assets, a major 
component of the reserves, 
increased $9.074 billion to 
$574.088 billion, the data 
released Friday showed.

Vegetable oil import 
down 16% in March
New Delhi: India's vegetable 
oil imports fell 16 per cent 
to 9.98 lakh tonne in March 
mainly due to sharp decline in 
shipments of crude sunfl ower 
oil, according to industry data. 
In a statement Friday, Solvent 
Extractors' Association of India 
(SEA) said import of vegetable 
oils (edible & non-edible) 
declined to 9,98,344 tonne in 
March last year from 11,82,152 
tonne in the same month last 
year. Edible oil imports in March 
2025 fell to 9,70,602 tonne from 
11,49,681 tonne in the year-ago 
period. Crude sunfl ower oil 
imports plunged to 1,90,645 
tonne last month from 4,45,723 
tonne in March 2024.

SHORT TAKES

India's 
entrepre-
neurial 

talent pool is 
unmatched. 
But challeng-
es remain, 
especially in cross-border 
capital access, international 
mentorship, and go-to-mar-
ket expansion
ASHUTOSH KUMAR JHA | GENERAL PARTNER, 
EXPERT DOJO 

EVs are 
constitut-
ing more 

than 60 per cent 
of sales in our 
M-o-M (month-
on-month) 
sales in CY25. We will carry 
this momentum throughout 
the year and are confi dent 
that our EVs will drive 
60-65 per cent of our total 
sales by year end
RAKESH SEN | DIRECTOR SALES & MARKETING, 
JSW MG MOTOR INDIA 

uoteu

India's 
real estate 
sector 

continues to 
demonstrate 
resilience and 
attract sustained investor 
interest despite 
global headwinds
ANSHUMAN MAGAZINE | CHAIRMAN & CEO 
(INDIA, SOUTH-EAST ASIA, MIDDLE EAST & 
AFRICA), CBRE

REUTERS

New Delhi, April 11: India and 
the US have fi nalised terms of 
reference for talks over the fi rst 
part of a bilateral trade deal, an 
Indian trade offi cial said Friday, 
adding it was possible that a 
"win-win" deal could take shape 
in the next 90 days.

US President Donald Trump 
Wednesday announced a 90-day 
pause on most tariff hikes for 
major trading partners includ-
ing India, while raising levies 
on China, providing temporary 
relief for Indian exporters.

India and the US agreed in 
February to work on the fi rst 
phase of a trade deal to be con-
cluded late this year, with a 
view to reaching bilateral trade 
worth $500 billion by 2030.

“We are far ahead in trade 

talks with the US compared to 
other countries ... there are lots 
of possibilities in 90 days,” said 

the offi cial, who did not want to 
be named because of the sensi-
tivity of the issue.

Trade discussions between 
the countries will continue vir-
tually and regularly, the offi cial 
said, adding there could be some 
delegation-level visits from both 
sides as part of the talks.

US Vice President JD Vance 
is also expected to visit India 

soon, the offi cial said.
Trump's administration had 

announced a 26% tariff on In-
dian goods earlier this month, 
and New Delhi had said it did 
not plan to retaliate.

India has asked its customs 
authorities to step up scruti-
ny of exports and imports of 
goods to ensure the country 
is not used as a conduit to re-

route goods to the US, the offi -
cial said.

Trade analysts have said 
that, following Trump's huge in-
crease in tariffs on China, some 
companies could use India to di-
vert exports to the US market.

"Neither will India be the 
source of trade diversion for 
our products, nor will it become 
a safe haven for others to divert 
through India," the offi cial said. 
"India wants to remain a trust-
ed trading partner. This is the 
message of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to all government 
offi cials and industry."

India, US fi nalise terms of reference for fi rst phase of trade deal
Indian govt moves quickly to clinch a trade deal following Trump’s tariff pause

India, US negotiators holding talks for bilateral trade deal

Vice President JD Vance to visit India soon, says source

India won't allow re-routing of goods to US, says source

Bilateral trade with 
the US, India’s largest 

trading partner, rose to 
around $129bn in 2024, 
with a $45.7bn surplus 

in favour of India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, April 11: Ola Elec-
tric Mobility Friday said it has 
rolled out the fi rst Roadster X 
motorcycle from its Futurefac-
tory in Krishnagiri, Tamil Na-
du. The electric bike is set to hit 
the road this month. 

The Roadster X Series comes 
with a mid-drive motor that 
boosts performance and safe-
ty. It also features a chain 
drive and an integrated MCU 
for effi cient torque transfer, 
providing better acceleration, 
and improved range.

The Roadster X series also 
features fl at cables in the mo-
torcycles -- an industry-fi rst in-

novation. These cables improve 
packaging effi ciency, reduce 
weight, and enhance thermal 
performance, improving over-
all durability and reliability.

The Roadster X series of-
fers a breakthrough in motor-
cycle technology and comes 
with fi rst-in-segment patented 
brake-by-wire technology with 
single ABS, and smart MoveOS 
5 features such as advanced re-

generation, cruise control, and 
reverse mode.

Prices of Roadster X series 
are Rs 84,999, Rs 94,999 and 
Rs 1,04,999 for the Roadster X 
2.5kWh, 3.5kWh, and 4.5 kWh, 
respectively. Roadster X+ 
4.5kWh is priced at Rs 1,14,999, 
while Roadster X+ 9.1kWh 
(with 4680 Bharat Cell) that of-
fers a range of 501 km/charge, 
is priced at Rs 1,84,999.

Ola Electric rolls out Roadster X bike
The Roadster X series represents our commitment 
to taking the EV revolution to the next level. Today's 
rollout celebrates not just a new product, but a new 

era for us and the industry, as it represents the next phase of 
revolution in electric mobility
 BHAVISH AGGARWAL | CHAIRMAN AND MD, OLA ELECTRIC
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Mumbai, April 11: Bench-
mark Sensex surged by 1,310 
points while Nifty closed above 
22,900 level Friday on gains in 
banking, oil and metal shares 
as investors rejoiced the 90-day 
suspension of additional import 
duties by the US.

Defying a bearish trend in 
world markets, the 30-share 
BSE benchmark Sensex jumped 
1,310.11 points or 1.77 per cent 
to settle at 75,157.26. During the 
day, it soared 1,620.18 points or 
2.19 per cent to 75,467.33.

The NSE Nifty surged 429.40 
points or 1.92 per cent to 
22,828.55. In intra-day trade, the 
benchmark rallied 524.75 points 
or 2.34 per cent to 22,923.90.

The US announced suspen-
sion of additional tariffs on In-
dia for 90 days until July 9 this 
year, according to the White 
House executive orders. On 
April 2, US President Donald 
Trump slapped universal duties 
on about 60 countries exporting 
goods to America and addition-
al steep levies on countries like 
India, potentially impacting 
sales of products from shrimp 
to steel in the world's biggest 
economy.

Tata Steel was the lead gain-
er among Sensex shares, rising 
by 4.91 per cent after the compa-

ny announced a transformation 
plan, including job cuts, for its 
Netherlands steel plant to im-
prove effi ciency and margins.

HDFC Bank rose by 2.33 per 
cent, emerging as the biggest 
contributor to the Sensex's 
rise. Reliance Industries, ICICI 
Bank, Bharti Airtel, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, NTPC and Adani 
Ports were among the gainers.

IT behemoth TCS dropped 
0.43 per cent after the company 
reported a 1.7 per cent decline 

in the March quarter net prof-
it due to lower margins. Asian 
Paints declined 0.76 per cent.

"An unexpected pause on 
reciprocal tariffs by the US 
provided relief in the midst of 
the uncertainty. Though the 
IT major's (TCS) result missed 
the street estimates, it opines 
optimism in the latter half of 
FY26 owing to growth in the 
order book," Vinod Nair, Head 
of Research, Geojit Investments 
Limited, said.

The BSE smallcap gauge 
jumped 3.04 per cent and mid-
cap index rallied 1.84 per cent.

All BSE sectoral indices end-
ed higher. Commodities surged 
the most by 3.40 per cent, fol-
lowed by consumer durables 
(2.92 per cent), utilities (2.76 
per cent), power (2.64 per cent), 
energy (2.51 per cent), industri-
als (2.34 per cent) and consumer 
discretionary (2.25 per cent).

As many as 3,115 stocks ad-
vanced while 846 declined and 
118 remained unchanged on the 
BSE. Equity markets would re-
main closed Monday for Dr Baba 
Saheb Ambedkar Jayanti.

Global stocks rout 
World markets largely 

slumped amid growing con-
cerns due to a tit-for-tat tariff 
war between China and the US.

Tokyo's Nikkei 225 index and 
South Korea's Kospi settled low-
er while Shanghai SSE Compos-
ite index and Hong Kong's Hang 
Seng ended higher. Tokyo's 
Nikkei 225 index dropped near-
ly 3 per cent. European markets 
were trading lower.

US markets ended signifi -
cantly lower Thursday a day 
after a sharp rally. The Nasdaq 
composite tanked 4.31 per cent, 
S&P 500 slumped 3.46 per cent 
and Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage dropped 2.50 per cent.

D-St defi es global bearish trendSTOCKS 
SHINE 

Investors' wealth surged by Rs 7.85L-cr Friday. The mcap of 
BSE-listed fi rms jumped Rs 7,85,135.29cr to 

Rs 4,01,67,468.51cr ($4.66tn)

On weekly front, BSE gauge declined 207.43 points or 0.27% while 
Nifty dipped 75.9 points or 0.33%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, April 11: Infl ow 
in equity mutual funds (MFs) 
declined to an 11-month low at 
Rs 25,082 crore in March pri-
marily due to sharp redemp-
tion in sectoral and thematic 
funds amid continued market 
volatility spurred by tariff 
concerns.

This was the third consecu-
tive month of a decline in in-
fl ow in equity funds and also 
marks 14 per cent drop in in-
fl ow from February. The latest 
fund infusion by investors was 
the 49th consecutive month of 
net infl ows into the segment.

Moreover, infl ows into 
systematic investment plans 
(SIP) came at Rs 25,925 crore 
in March -- a four-month low. 
Before this, SIP infl ow was Rs 
25,999 crore in February, Rs 
26,400 crore in January and 
Rs 26,459 crore in December.

In the fi scal year 2024-25, 
the average monthly SIP con-
tribution reached Rs 24,113 
crore, marking a signifi cant 
increase from the Rs 16,602 
crore observed in the preceding 
fi scal year.

According to data released by 
Association of Mutual Funds 
in India (Amfi ) Friday, equi-
ty-oriented MFs saw an infl ow 
of Rs 25,082 crore in March, way 
lower than Rs 29,303 crore in 
February.

The fl ow in March was at the 
lowest level since April 2025, 
when equity mutual funds at-
tracted Rs 18,917 crore.

ITI Mutual Fund CEO Jatin-
der Pal Singh attributed the 
decline in infl ows to higher 
redemption in sectoral and 
thematic funds.

Within the equity fund cate-
gories, fl exi cap funds recorded 
the highest infl ows in March, 
attracting Rs 5,165 crore. 
However, sectoral/thematic 
funds, which saw a robust 
infl ow of Rs 5,711 crore 
in February, expe-
rienced a sharp 
drop, drawing 
in just Rs 
735 crore in 
March.

This sig-
nifi cant 
decline 
indi-
cates a 
shift 
in 

investor sentiment, with 
interest moving away from 
niche sectoral bets towards 
more diversifi ed and fl exible 
investment strategies.

In March, mid-cap and small-
cap mutual funds continued to 
attract signifi cant investor in-
terest, with infl ows of Rs 3,439 
crore and Rs 4,092 crore, respec-
tively. 

These fi gures marked a 
slight increase from Febru-
ary's infl ows of Rs 3,406 crore 
for mid-caps and Rs 3,722 crore 
for small-caps. In contrast, 
large-cap funds witnessed a de-
cline in infl ows, receiving Rs 
2,479 crore in March compared 
to Rs 2,866 crore in February.

In FY25, equity-oriented 
funds witnessed cumulative 
infl ows of Rs 4.17 lakh crore, 
signifi cantly higher than the 
Rs 1.84 lakh crore recorded 
in FY24.

On the other hand, debt 
funds registered an outfl ow 
of Rs 2.02 lakh crore in March 
as compared to Rs 6,525 crore 
in February.

In March, all 16 debt fund 
categories recorded net out-
fl ows, highlighting broad-
based redemption pressure 
across the segment. Liquid 
funds bore the brunt, witness-
ing the highest outfl ow at Rs 
1.33 lakh crore -- accounting 
for 65.64 per cent of the total 
outfl ow for the month.

This was followed by over-
night funds, which saw re-
demptions of Rs 30,015 crore, 
and money market funds, 
which experienced net out-

fl ows of Rs 21,301 crore. 
Moreover, outfl ows 

remained relative-
ly muted in the 

duration-orient-
ed categories, 

such as me-
dium to long 
duration, 

and gilt 
funds.

Bhubaneswar: Bibekananda 
Sarangi has joined as the new 
regional head of Union Bank of 
India, Cuttack Region. Sarangi 
who is a gold medalist from 
OUAT started his career in 1999 in 
Corporation Bank and has worked 
as an Assistant General Manager in 
Kolkata, Bhubaneswar FGM Offi ce 
in Odisha and Guwahati after the 
amalgamation of Corporation Bank 
with Union Bank of India. He has 
vast experience in credit and is 
likely to focus on RAM, Credit and 
CASA growth of the region.

Market volatility hits 
equity MFs and SIPs

This slowdown was 
largely driven by a 
sharp reduction in 

investments into sectoral 
and thematic funds, which 
had previously seen strong 
traction
NEHAL MESHRAM | SENIOR ANALYST 
(MANAGER RESEARCH), MORNINGSTAR 
INVESTMENT RESEARCH 

Equity MF infl ow drops to 11-month low of 
Rs 25,082 cr in Mar; SIP hits 4-month low

Sarangi new regional 
head of Union Bank of 
India, Cuttack region
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Mumbai, April 11: The ru-
pee surged 58 paise against 
the greenback to settle at 86.10 
Friday due to a sharp correc-
tion in the US dollar and a 
strong rebound in the domestic 
equity markets.

The surge in the local unit 
came a day after US President 
Donald Trump suspended the 
26 per cent tariffs on India 
till July 9.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange, the domestic unit 
opened at 86.22, up 46 paise 
against the US dollar. During 
the intra-day trade, it rose to 
85.95 before settling at 86.10, up 

58 paise against the greenback.
The rupee had settled at 

86.68 Wednesday.
Equity, forex, and com-

modity markets were closed 
Thursday on account of Shri 
Mahavir Jayanti.

"The rupee opened at 86.22 
but the dollar was immediate-
ly sold off as the dollar index 
fell below 100 levels for the 
fi rst time in three years," Anil 
Kumar Bhansali, Head of Trea-
sury and Executive Director, 
Finrex Treasury Advisors LLP, 
said. "The rupee is expected to 
be in the range of 85.75-86.25 
next week on Tuesday after the 
holiday on Monday," he said.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, 
which gauges the greenback's 
strength against a basket of six 
currencies, crashed 1.52 per 
cent to 99.335.

` jumps 58 paise to 86.10 against $
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New Delhi, April 11: India’s 
industrial production growth 
decelerated to a six-month 
low of 2.9 per cent in February 
2025, mainly due to poor perfor-
mance of the manufacturing, 
mining and power sectors, ac-
cording to offi cial data released 
Friday.

The government also revised 
upward the industrial growth 
fi gure to 5.2 per cent for Janu-
ary 2025 from the provisional 
estimate of 5 per cent released 
in March.

The factory output, measured 
in terms of the Index of Indus-
trial Production (IIP), rose by 
5.6 per cent in February 2024.

The previous low was record-
ed in August last year when 
the growth remained fl at at ze-
ro per cent. "As expected, the 
leap year base pulled down the 
YoY (year-on-year) growth of 

the IIP to 2.9 per cent in Feb-
ruary 2025 from 5.2 per cent in 
January 2025....the deceleration 
was broad-based, with all the 
use-based categories, as well as 
two of the three sectors barring 
electricity, witnessing a slower 
growth in February 2025 vis-a-
vis the previous month. While 
the growth performance of min-
ing is expected to deteriorate 
in March 2025 relative to Feb-
ruary 2025, this is likely to be 
offset by an uptick in electricity 

generation, amid steady man-
ufacturing growth," Icra Chief 
Economist Aditi Nayar said. 

The data released by the Na-
tional Statistics Offi ce (NSO) 
showed that the manufacturing 
sector's output growth slowed 
to 2.9 per cent in February 2025, 
down from 4.9 per cent in the 
year-ago month.

Mining production growth 
dipped to 1.6 per cent from 8.1 
per cent a year ago.

Power output growth also 
slowed to 3.6 per cent in Feb-
ruary 2025 from 7.6 per cent in 
the year-ago period.

In the April-February FY25, 
the IIP grew 4.1 per cent, down 
from 6 per cent recorded in the 
corresponding period of the 
preceding fi scal.

As per use-based classifi ca-
tion, the capital goods segment 
growth accelerated to 8.2 per 
cent in February 2025 against 1.7 
per cent in the year-ago period.

IIP growth at 6-month low of 2.9%
Poor show by manufacturing, mining pulls down factory growth

Sensex, Nifty surge nearly 2% as US suspends additional 26% tariffs on India till July 9
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Chennai, April 11: Chennai 
Super Kings Friday suffered a 
humiliating eight-wicket defeat 
to Kolkata Knight Riders, as the 
MS Dhoni-led side, for the fi rst 
time, lost three matches in a 
row at their hallowed home 
ground of Chepauk in their 
proud Indian Premier League 
history.

It was yet another dismal 
batting performance by the 
fi ve-time champions, who were 
completely dismantled by a 
clinical KKR side, slumping to 
their fi fth straight loss of the 
season.

The disappointing showing 
came in a match where the leg-
endary Dhoni took charge of 
the team after regular skipper 
Ruturaj Gaikwad was ruled out 
of the remainder of the IPL due 
to injury.

Dhoni managed just one run 
off four balls before being dis-
missed in the 16th over, having 
come in to bat at number nine.

Invited to bat, a completely 
disoriented CSK could manage 
only a paltry 103 for nine, their 
lowest total at Chepauk, as KKR 
dished out a clinical bowling 
show.

It was CSK's third lowest to-
tal in the IPL and the lowest by 
any team in this edition so far.

Chasing a paltry 104 for a 
win, KKR cantered home in 10.1 
overs with opener Sunil Narine 
bludgeoning his way to a 18-ball 
44 studded with two fours and 
fi ve sixes.

Captain Ajinkya Rahane also 

played his part with a solid 20 
not out off 17 balls, while Quin-
ton de Kock, the other opener, 
contributed 23. Rinku Singh 
also remained not out on 15 off 
12 balls.

Earlier, Narine (3/13) 
grabbed three wickets, while 
Harshit Rana and Varun Cha-
karavarthy got two each after 
CSK were invited to bat. Noth-
ing went right for CSK in their 
home ground as they could hit 

just nine boundaries in the en-
tire innings. 

Shivam Dube top-scored with 
an unbeaten 31 off 29 balls, 
while Vijay Shankar made 29 
after living a charmed life. On-
ly two other CSK batters made 
runs in double-digit fi gures.

CSK's powerplay woes con-
tinued as they made 31 for 
the loss of two wickets, the 
second lowest by any team 
in six overs this season. It 
could have been much lower 
but for the 13 runs scored in 
the sixth over with back-to-
back fours from Shankar off 
Chakaravarthy.

Dhoni came out to bat with 
CSK at 72 for 7 in 14.2 overs. The 
writing was on the wall for CSK 
and the Chepauk crowd fell si-
lent when Dhoni was adjudged 
LBW off Narine. Dhoni opted 
for a review, seemingly indi-
cating there was bat involved, 
but the decision stood.

More than four overs were 
left after Dhoni's departure 
and CSK went past the 100-run 
mark, thanks mainly to Dube.
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IPL STANDINGS
TEAM M W L NRR PTS

GT 5 4 1 1.413 8

DC 4 4 0 1.278 8

KKR 6 3 3 0.803 6

RCB 5 3 2 0.539 6

PBKS 4 3 1 0.289 6

LSG 5 3 2 0.078 6

RR 5 2 3 -0.733 4

MI 5 1 4 -0.010 2

CSK 6 1 5 -1.554 2

SRH 5 1 4 -1.629 2

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Hyderabad, April 11: Desper-
ate to arrest a worrying slide, 
Sunrisers Hyderabad will be 
eager to effect a turnaround 
when they host a power-packed 
Punjab Kings in their next IPL 
engagement here Saturday.

Last season's fi nalists, SRH 
began their 2025 campaign on 
a thunderous note, racking up 
a mammoth 286 to dismantle 
Rajasthan Royals by 44 runs.

With an explosive batting 
line-up at their disposal, the 
'Orange Army' seemed poised to 
become the fi rst team to breach 
the 300-run mark but their ul-
tra-aggressive approach has 
since backfi red spectacularly.

In their last three matches, 
their attack-at-all-costs strate-
gy with the bat yielded under-
whelming totals of 163, 120, and 
152 resulting in crushing defeats, 
and leaving them languishing at 
the bottom of the points table. 
They have worst Net-Run-Rate 
of -1.629 as of today.

With the bat, Sunrisers Hy-
derabad need far more from 
their big names like Travis 
Head, Abhishek Sharma, Ishan 
Kishan, and Heinrich Klaasen.

Head and Sharma, who 
played a crucial role in deliv-
ering explosive starts last sea-
son, have failed to fi nd their 
rhythm this year. In fact, SRH's 
best opening stand so far is a 
paltry 15.

Head's performance has 
tailed off dramatically, return-
ing scores of 67, 47, 22, 4, and 8. 
Abhishek, too, has struggled for 
consistency, with a top score of 
just 24 across fi ve innings. 

Kishan, after his unbeaten 
ton in the opener, has looked a 
shadow of himself, while SRH's 
middle-order mainstay Klaasen 
is yet to set the stage on fi re.

Yet, the team appears com-
mitted to sticking with their ag-

gressive blueprint. Head coach 
Daniel Vettori stressed on the 
need for better game awareness 
rather than a shift in philoso-
phy after their last defeat. 

"I think we know the style is 
going to work, but we have to 
respect conditions, and we have 

to assess really well and that's 
probably something we haven't 
done," Vettori said. 

While SRH's misfi ring bat-
ting line-up has dominated 
post-match discussions, their 
bowling unit hasn't exactly lit 
up the tournament either.

SRH look to bounce back
The ‘Orange Army’ will take on power-packed Punjab Kings

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, April 11: India 
has submitted 'Expression of 
Interest (EoI)' to host the 2031 
AFC Asian Cup, the continent's 
showpiece football event, the 
All India Football Federation 
(AIFF) said Friday.

The AIFF was one of the 
seven national football bodies 
which submitted the EoI before 
the deadline of March 31.

"Yes, we have submitted the 
EoI to host the 2031 AFC Asian 

Cup. Let us see how it goes," 
AIFF's deputy secretary gen-
eral M Satyanarayan told PTI.

India will face tough compe-
tition from established football 
powerhouses such as Australia, 
South Korea and United Arab 
Emirates to get the right to host 
the tournament. Indonesia and 
Kuwait have also submitted the 

EoI while there is a joint bid of 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uz-
bekistan.

The host country, which will be 
picked in 2026, will get automat-
ic berth in the tournament. India 
fi nished runners-up in the 1964 
edition and were eliminated in 
the group stage in 1984, 2011, 2019 
and 2023. The tournament began 

in 1956. Out of the seven bidding 
countries, Australia, UAE, South 
Korea and Kuwait have earlier 
hosted the tournament. 

Chairing the Asian Football 
Confederation's Executive 
Committee meeting in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, on the eve 
of the 35th AFC Congress, pres-
ident Shaikh Salman lauded 
"the highest ever number of Eo-
Is received in modern history 
and attributed the exceptional 
reception to the growing pres-
tige of Asia's crown jewel."

The AFC had sent out invi-
tations November 27, 2024, for 
all member associations to ex-
press their interest in hosting 
Asia's most prestigious men's 
national team tournament. The 
deadline to submit the EoI was 
March 31, 2025.

India submits bid for 2031 AFC Asian Cup
The host country, 
which will be picked 
in 2026, will get 
automatic berth 
in the tournament

Bopanna-Shelton lose 
Roquebrune-Cap-Martin: Indian 
ace Rohan Bopanna and Ben 
Shelton's men's doubles campaign 
at the Monte Carlo Masters ended 
in the quarterfi nals after losing to 
Monegasque Romain Arneodo and 
partner Manuel Guinard Friday. 
The Indo-American duo came back 
from a set down but lost in the 
super tiebreak with the scoreline 
6-2, 4-6, 10-7. This was Bopanna's 
sixth quarterfi nal appearance at 
the Monte-Carlo Masters, a title he 
famously lifted in 2017. Bopanna-
Shelton rallied to a 2-6, 7-6(4), 10-7 
second-round victory against third 
seeds Simone Bolelli and Andrea 
Vavassori that featured a topsy-
turvy match tie-break to make it to 
the quarterfi nals.

Salah renews contract 
Liverpool: Mohamed Salah's 
trophy-laden spell with Liverpool 
is set to extend to a decade after 
the prolifi c Egypt forward signed 
a new contract with the Premier 
League leader, ending months of 
uncertainty over his future. The 
32-year-old Salah was one of three 
key senior players — with Trent 
Alexander-Arnold and Virgil van 
Dijk — who were due to be out of 
contract at the end of this season. 
He is the fi rst to extend his stay, 
having already established himself 
as a club great with 243 goals in 
394 appearances, placing him third 
in the list of Liverpool's all-time 
top scorers. “Of course I'm very 
excited," Salah said. "We have a 
great team now. Before also we 
had a great team. But I signed 
because I think we have a chance 
to win other trophies and enjoy my 
football."

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Ningbo (China), April 11: Dh-
ruv Kapila and Tanisha Crasto, 
India’s last remaining players 
at the Badminton Asia Champi-
onships 2025, bowed out in the 
mixed doubles quarterfi nals.

The Indian duo suffered a 22-
20, 21-13 loss at the hands of Hong 
Kong’s fi fth-seeded Tang Chun 
Man and Tse Ying Suet Friday.

The duo registered a come-
back 12-21, 21-16, 21-18 win over 
Chinese Taipei’s Ye Hong Wei 
and Nicole Chan at the Ningbo 
Olympic Sports Centre Gymna-
sium Thursday. After dropping 
the opening game 12-21, the In-
dian duo fought back to take the 
second 21-16 and edged a tense 
decider 21-18. Meanwhile, India's 
campaign in the singles was end-
ed Thursday when ace shuttler 
PV Sindhu, Priyanshu Rajawat 
and Kiran George lost their re-
spective second-round matches.

Sindhu fought hard but ulti-
mately lost to Akane Yamagu-
chi 11-21, 21-16, 16-21 after com-
ing from behind in the second 
game to challenge the Japanese 
former world champion.

In men's singles, Kiran bat-
tled tough against world cham-
pion Kunlavut Vitidsarn but 
was defeated 21-19, 13-21, 16-21, 
while Priyanshu lost 14-21, 17-21 

to Kodai Naraoka.
In the men’s doubles, Hariha-

ran Amsakarunan and Ruban 
Kumar Rethinasabapathi, who 
moved into the second round af-
ter beating Sri Lanka’s Madhu-
ka Dulanjana and Lahiru Weer-
asinghe, lost to Paris Olympic 
bronze medallist Malaysian 
pair of Aaron Chia and Soh 
Wooi Yik 15-21, 14-21 Thursday.

On Day 1, Paris 2024 semifi -
nalist Lakshya Sen, HS Pran-
noy and Malvika Bansod were 
knocked out in the fi rst round.

Sen was crashed out after a 
straight-game defeat against 
world No. 14 Lee Chia-hao of 
Chinese Taipei. Prannoy put 
up a fi ght but couldn't avoid a 
21-16, 12-21, 21-11 defeat against 
China’s Lu Guangzu, marking 
his fourth fi rst-round exit in six 
tournaments this year.

Malvika, 22nd in the women’s 
singles rankings, lost against 
world No. 15 Gao Fang Jie. She 
was beaten 21-14, 21-8 by the 
Asian Games silver medallist.

In the women's doubles, In-
dia’s challenge ended after Priya 
Konjengbam and Shruti Mishra 
were ousted by Chinese Taipei’s 
Sung Shuo-yun and Yu Chien-
Hui following a 21-11, 21-13 defeat.

Badminton Asia Championships: 
Shuttlers' poor show continues
Dhruv-Tanisha exit 
in quarters as Indian 
challenge ends

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Buenos Aires, April 11: The 
Indian team fi nished a credit-
able second in the year's fi rst 
ISSF World Cup for rifl e, pistol 
and shotgun shooters despite 
the young trap mixed team 
pair of Lakshay Sheoran and 
Neeru missing out on a medal 
by a point in the fi nal event of 
the tournament here.

After the bronze picked up by 
the mixed team air pistol pair 
of Suruchi and Saurabh Chaud-
hary Thursday, India's overall 
tally swelled to eight medals, 
including four gold, two sil-
ver and two bronze, which put 
them in second position.

China fi nished on top of the 
standings with fi ve gold, three 
silver and three bronze medals, 
thanks to a 1-2 in the mixed 
team air pistol event on the fi -
nal day. The other gold of the 
day was picked up by Chinese 
Taipei in the mixed team trap.

The highlight of India's per-
formance was the gold med-
als won by Sift Kaur Samra 

(women's 50m ri-
fl e 3 positions), 
Rudrankksh Patil 
(men's 10m air 
rifl e), Suruchi 
(women's 10m 
air pistol) and 
Vijayveer Sidhu 
(men's 25m rap-
id-fi re pistol). 

Sidhu became the 
fi rst Indian ever to win 
an ISSF World Cup gold in his 
event. Also noteworthy was the 
silver winning performance 
in the women's 25m pistol by 
young Paris Olympian Esha 
Singh, a reigning mixed team 
world champion.

Heartwarming performanc-
es were also delivered by 

the likes of Chain 
Singh, an Asian 

Games medal-
list in men's 
3P from over 
a decade ago, 
winning his 
fi rst individu-

al ISSF World 
Cup medal, as 

well as former Asian 
Games and Youth Olym-

pic Games champion Saurabh 
Chaudhary, making a return 
to the ISSF World Cup medals 
fold after a gap of two years. 

The squad now moves to Li-
ma, Peru where competitions in 
the second leg of the combined 
ISSF World Cup stage begin 
from April 15.

ISSF WORLD CUP

Shooters hit the mark 
as India finish second

India's overall tally 
swelled to eight medals, 
including four gold, two 
silver and two bronze

Sidhu 
became the 

fi rst Indian ever 
to win an ISSF 

World Cup gold

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Kalyani, April 11: Almost 
21 years since an East Bengal 
team last won a league title 
in Indian football, the club’s 
women’s team sealed the Indian 
Women’s League (IWL) trophy 
with a careful and tight 1-0 vic-
tory over defending champions 
Odisha FC. 

To add further salt to the 
wounds, Odisha are now placed 
to suffer relegation, their fate 
not entirely in their own hands 
with one game left. Soumya Gu-
guloth scored the winning goal 
in the 67th minute.

In their third season in the 
women’s top division, East Ben-
gal halted all challenges with 

ease. They have beaten all teams, 
bar one — Gokulam Kerala — in 
the league this season and will no 
doubt look to amend that statis-
tic heading into the fi nal game of 
the season on April 18, when they 
will also be offi cially handed the 
trophy in Kalyani.

Despite thoroughly dominat-

ing the fi rst half, East Bengal’s 
sudden freeze in front of the 
goal extended into this game, 
too. Their forward trio of Mau-
rine Achieng, Soumya Gugu-
loth, and Elshaddai Acheam-
pong were guilty of not fi nish-
ing good chances throughout 
the fi rst half hour.

INDIAN WOMEN’S LEAGUE

East Bengal claim maiden title over Odisha

Lucknow: The prolifi c Nicholas 
Pooran will have his task cut out 
against a menacing Mohammed 
Siraj in a battle of equals as table 
toppers Gujarat Titans take on hosts 
Lucknow Super Giants in an IPL 
match here Saturday. In sapping 
Lucknow heat, an enticing battle 
is likely to ensue since there is not 
much to choose between the two 
teams. Titans have won four matches 
in a row to sit pretty on top of the 
table (8 points) by virtue of better 
net run-rate compared to Delhi 
Capitals, which also has four victories in its kitty. LSG are currently fi fth in a 
mid-table muddle with six points but it is a side on upward curve at the moment. 
In all big battles, the important sub-plots hold the key and in this match, it would 
be a duel between tournament' top scorer Pooran and Siraj, the best fast bowler 
on view. With 288 runs, Pooran is on top of the leader-board of run-getters, with 
only one failure in fi ve innings so far. The 24 sixes that he has smashed alongside 
25 fours is a testimony to his dominance in the shortest format. A strike-rate of 
225 will intimidate any rival captain. Slotted at No 3 by head coach Justin Langer 
and skipper Rishabh Pant has worked perfectly for him. But in Siraj, Pooran will 
face a crafty operator, who has been brilliant in Powerplay overs with 10 wickets 
in fi ve games so far. An economy rate of 7.70 is more than decent if one factors 
in the pace at which the game is moving. The best part about Siraj's bowling is 
his ability to bowl the conventional Test-match length fi rst up with movement 
off the surface. Hitting Siraj through the line during the Powerplay overs isn't 
always the easiest of propositions and not just Pooran but the two openers 
Aiden Markram and Mitchell Marsh will also have to be careful while playing 
him. Kagiso Rabada's absence hasn't really hurt Titans as was the case in the 
last game with an improved Prasidh Krishna (8 wickets, ER 7.05) proving to be a 
revelation this season. Left-arm spinner R Sai Kishore (10 wickets, ER 7.25) has in 
fact overshadowed team's premier spinner Rashid Khan (3 wickets, ER 10).

LSG vs GT: In-form Pooran will have Siraj riddle to solve

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Auburndale (USA), April 
11: India are assured of a third 
medal at the Archery World 
Cup Stage 1 after the compound 
mixed team of Jyothi Surekha 
Vennam and Rishabh Yadav 
entered the fi nal by beating 
Slovenia here Friday. 

The Indian duo's feat came 
close on the heels of the event's 
addition to the 2028 Los Angeles 
Olympics programme. 

Jyothi and Rishabh, who 
were fi fth seeds by virtue of 
their qualifi cation scores, beat 
Spain (156-149) in the opening 
round, Denmark (156-154) in the 
quarterfi nals, before getting the 
better of Slovenia (159-155) in 
the last-four round.

They will now take on Chinese 
Taipei in the fi nal Saturday. 
This was after a jet-lagged Dhi-
raj Bommadevara, who landed 
in the US just hours before the 
competition due to visa issues, 
showed remarkable composure 
to guide the Indian men's recurve 
team into the fi nal Thursday. 

The fi fth-seeded Indian team, 
also comprising seasoned cam-
paigners Tarundeep Rai and 
Atanu Das, defeated Spain 6-2 
to assure the country of a sec-
ond medal at the season-open-
ing World Cup. India will now 
face third-seeded China in the 
gold-medal clash Sunday.

India had already opened 
their account with a bronze 
medal from the compound 
men's team event Wednesday.

Compound mixed team 
assures third medal in 
Archery WC Stage 1

CSK’s new low at home
Dhoni-led Chennai 
Super Kings suffer 
humiliating 8-wicket 
loss to KKR, fi rst time 
3-in-a-row defeat at 
Chepauk

SCORECARD
Chennai Super Kings: Rachin 
Ravindra c Rahane b Harshit Rana 
4, Devon Conway lbw b Ali 12, 
Rahul Tripathi b Narine 16, Vijay 
Shankar c Ali b Varun 29, Shivam 
Dube not out 31, Ravichandran 
Ashwin c Arora b Harshit Rana 
1, Ravindra Jadeja c de Kock b 
Narine 0, Deepak Hooda c Arora 
b Varun 0, MS Dhoni lbw b Narine 
1, Noor Ahmad c Varun b Arora 
1, Anshul Kamboj not out 3. 
Extras: (LB-1, W-4) 5; Total: (For 
9 wickets in 20 overs) 103; Fall 
of wickets: 1-16, 2-16, 3-59, 4-65, 
5-70, 6-71, 7-72, 8-75, 9-79  
Bowling: Vaibhav Arora 4-0-31-1, 
Moeen Ali 4-1-20-1, Harshit Rana 
4-0-16-2, Varun Chakravarthy 4-0-
22-2, Sunil Narine 4-0-13-3. 

Kolkata Knight Riders: Quinton de 
Kock b Kamboj 23, Sunil Narine b 
Noor Ahmad 44, Ajinkya Rahane 
not out 20, Rinku Singh not out 15. 
Extras: (LB-1, NB-2, W-2) 5; Total: 
(For 2 wickets in 10.1 overs) 107; 
Fall of wickets: 1-46, 2-85; Bowling: 
Khaleel Ahmed 3-0-40-0, Anshul 
Kamboj 2-0-19-1, Ravichandran 
Ashwin 3-0-30-0, Noor Ahmad 2-0-8-
1, Ravindra Jadeja 0.1-0-9-0.
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