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Z4K-cr connectivity

Odisha will soon
get America-like
highways: Gadkari

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 17:
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin Gad-
kari Thursday laid the founda-
tion stones for 17 projects and
inaugurated two others worth
34,173 crore in the state, and
said Odisha will soon get Amer-
ica-like highways.

At an event organised at
Baramunda Ground here, Gad-
kari laid the foundation stones
for 13 national highway projects
worth 32,905 crore. As part of
these projects, new roads will be
built and existing ones will be
widened in Khurda, Puri, Gan-
jam, Kandhamal and Nayagarh.

He also laid the foundation
stones for four bridges worth
%427 crore. These bridges, having
a combined length of 4.82km, will
be built on the Berhampur-Go-
palpur and Rourkela-Biramitra-
pur highways under the CRIF.

Gadkari inaugurated the
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INFRA PUSH: Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari lays the foundation stones for 17 projects and inaugurates two others during
an event organised in Bhubaneswar, Thursday. Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, Deputy CMs KV Singh Deo and Pravati Parida, Forest Minister
Ganesh Ram Singhkhuntia, Law Minister Prithiviraj Harichandan, Commerce and Transport Minister Bibhuti Bhusan Jena and MPs Aparajita Sarangi
(Bhubaneswar) and Sambit Patra (Puri) are seen

four-laning of the Talcher-Ka-
makhyanagar section of NH-149
and another section of NH-53. The
projects have been executed at a
cost of ¥800 crore. He also inau-
gurated vehicle underpasses of
NH-16 at Balikuda, Sikharpur
and Badachana worth %45 crore.

“The Centre will provide
world-class infrastructure to
QOdisha, and the people here will
soon get America-like highways.
The state has ports, minerals

and forests. Road connectivity
will boost its tourism potential,”
he said. Noting that the Centre
has undertaken highway proj-
ects worth %2 lakh crore in the
state, Gadkari said projects
worth 60,000 crore have al-
ready been completed.

Work for projects worth
60,000 crore is underway, while
projects worth ¥75,000 crore are
in the pipeline, he said.

Referring to demand made by

SC RELIEF FOR "'UNTAINTED'
WEST BENGAL TEACHERS

AGENCIES

New Delhi, April 17: In a ma-
jor relief, the Supreme Court
Thursday extended till Decem-
ber 31 the services of terminat-
ed West Bengal teachers found
‘untainted' by the CBI.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar con-
sidered West Bengal’s submis-
sions that the terminations
adversely impacted teaching
in various state-run and aided
schools.

The order came on the pleas
of the state government, which

moved court after the April 3
verdict. The top court judgment
invalidated the appointment of
25,753 teachers and staffers in
various schools, calling the en-
tire selection process ‘vitiated
and tainted’.

On Thursday, it also took
note of the state government
saying fresh recruitment would
take time.

Several districts in the state
witnessed widespread protests
as a section of teachers and
non-teaching staffers, ren-
dered unemployed post the Su-
preme Court verdict, clashed
with the police. P9

Bhubaneswar MP Aparajita Sa-
rangi, Gadkari said his ministry
has already approved the capital
region ring road project. “We're
waiting for the Union Cabinet’s
nod. The ring road from Ra-
meswaram in Khurda to Tangi
in Cuttack will be executed at a
cost of 37,000 crore,” he said.
Gadkari said the Centre
has approved widening Bhu-
baneswar-Puri highway to six
lanes at a cost of ¥1,200 crore.

SHORT TAKES

PHOTO: BIKASH NAYAK

Addressing the function,
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi put forth the proposal to
widen the Bhubaneswar-Puri
highway to eight lanes. He also
urged Gadkari to take necessary
steps for widening the proposed
coastal highway to four lanes.

Gadkari said the second Ran-
chi-Sambalpur corridor will be
built at a cost of 8,000 crore, and
Chandikhol-Paradip corridor will
be completed by December 2026.

Hindi mandatory in
Maha primary schools

Mumbai: Maharashtra government
has decided that Hindi as a third
language will be mandatory for
students in classes 1 to 5 in Marathi
and English-medium schools
across the state, in a departure
from the practice of studying

two languages. Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS) president
Raj Thackeray slammed the move,
adding his party will oppose the
decision vehemently and ensure
that it is not implemented. The
three-language formula for

classes 1to 5is a part of the new
curriculum implementation under
the NEP, 2020. P8
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MESSAGE OF HON’'BLE GOVERNOR OF ODISHA
ON THE OCCASION OF GOOD FRIDAY

Good Friday is a solemn holy day commemorating
the crucifixion of Lord Jesus Christ who gave the
mankind the message of love, sacrifice, brotherhood
and forgiveness. His life was dedicated to freeing

humanity from miseries.

| along with Christian sisters and brothers of the
State participate in the observance of Good Friday
with a resolve to move forward on the path of love,
compassion and sacrifice shown by Lord Jesus.
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( Hari Babu Kambhampati)

Dhankhar slams SC
deadline for Prez

New Delhi: Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar Thursday
questioned the judiciary setting
a timeline for the President

to take decisions and act as a
‘super Parliament’, saying the
Supreme Court cannot fire a
‘nuclear missile’ at democratic
forces. Dhankhar’s strong
words to the judiciary came
during his speech to Rajya
Sabha interns, days after the
Supreme Court sought to fix

a timeline for the President

to grant assent to the Bills
reserved for her consideration
by the Governor. P8

Wagf: No denotification
of properties for now

A day after the Supreme Court
indicated that it may stay some
provisions of the contentious
Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025,
the Centre Thursday assured it
that waqf properties, including
‘waqf by user’, would not be
denotified and that no appoint-
ment will be made to the Central
Wagqf Council and waqf boards
till the next date of hearing. So-
licitor General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre, urged
the top court that a law passed
by Parliament ‘with due delib-
erations’ should not be stayed
without hearing the government.
The court granted a week’s time
to the Union government to file
a preliminary response to the
pleas challenging the validity
of the Act and posted the matter
to May 5. The passage of the Act
has been marked by protests and
loss of at least three lives in West
Bengal, where Muslims account
for over 27 per cent of the state’s
total population

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: The
Centre Thursday assured the
Supreme Court that it will nei-
ther denotify waqf properties,
including ‘waqf by user’, nor
make any appointments to the
Central Waqf Council and waqf
boards till May 5.

The assurance of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta came
when he informed a bench of
Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justices Sanjay Kumar and
KV Viswanathan that the waqf
law was passed by Parliament
with ‘due deliberations’ and it
should not be stayed without
hearing the government.

The Centre also strongly op-
posed the SC’s proposal to pass
an interim order against the de-
notification of waqf properties,
including ‘waqf by user’, apart
from staying a provision allow-
ing inclusion of non-Muslims in
the Central Waqf Council and
wagqf boards.

“During the course of hear-
ing, the Solicitor General
states that the respondent
(Union of India) would like
to put in a short response
within seven days. He further
states and assures that till
the next date of hearing, no
appointments will be made to
the council and boards under
Sections 9 and 14 (of the Act),”
the bench said.

The SC noted Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, has also
said that till the next date of
hearing, waqf properties, in-
cluding ‘waqgf by user’ already
registered or declared by way
of notification, shall not be dis-
turbed and denotified. The SC
then granted a week’s time to
the Centre to file a preliminary
response to the pleas challeng-
ing the validity of the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025 and
posted the matter to May 5.

“If your lordships will say
something about ‘waqgf by us-
er’, what will be the fallout?”
Mehta said, adding, “We, as a
government, and Parliament,
are answerable to the people.”

The CJI said if the registra-
tion of any waqf property had
taken place under the erstwhile
1995 Act, then those properties
can’t be denotified till further
hearing.

The SC Wednesday proposed
to stay certain key provisions of
the Act, including the power to
denotify properties declared as
wagqf by courts and inclusion of
non-Muslims in Central Waqf
Council and wagqf boards.

On Thursday, Mehta asked
whether the SC might con-
sider staying, directly or in-
directly, the Act based upon
some prima facie or tentative
reading of some of the sec-
tions. He said, “If your lord-
ships are going to stay a stat-
utory provision, it by itself
is rare. We will have to take
your lordships to the histo-
ry of legislation, followed by
amendment.”
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FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181*
H ARIES
You willfeel like going for a ¥
little excursion to some place -
today. It could be to some
historical place that you have not visited
before. However, Ganesha suggests, in
keeping with your responsibility of being
a family-man, you should pay heed to the
needs of your loved ones. So a trip to the
nearest park would be more desirable.
Hl TAURUS oy
Your relationship with your
parents is likely to turn
sour today, says Ganesha. You need to
ensure that differences and misunder-
standings and do not creep in between
you all. If, at all, that does occur, the
best way to sort out issues is talk direct-
ly to them. There are chances that you
will be too free and forceful in express-
ing your feelings and emotions.

H GEMINI ;
You need to beach your emo-

tions and concentrate only

on your work. Your day will

be spent in meeting the demands of your
family members. You will attend important
meetings, be they personal or professional,
in the afternoon, says Ganesha.

[l CANCER

You will be attracted to
the opposite sex and a
love affair may ensue. You will turn
more open and generous. You will have
a realisation and handle issues with
understanding. Ganesha is with you.

HLEO

Your day will be filled with
interesting activities. You =

- will be able to put across
and prove your point of view today. In
the afternoon you will be able to finish
your work. You ought to make the most
of the day, says Ganesha.

H VIRGO
From a tedious, weary morn- i
ing, the day will gradually turnfge, %

out to be very thrilling in the

evening, says Ganesha. In the afternoon,
though, you may hit a roadblock, and you
will feel stressed out. However, all that
stress will melt away in the evening in the
company of your near and dear ones.

H LIBRA r’
Ganesha says today is a ‘l ‘\
day where you will have to

make important decisions so be careful
before making them. Those of you who
are working professionals may find
themselves favored by topmost officials
who will be pleased with you and may
give you promotions or a bonus. Gane-
sha says beware of people who wish to
take advantage of your generosity and
amiable disposition.

[l SCORPIO

An eventful day lies ahead

of you, says Ganesha. The

first half of the day would be

packed with routine activities, fighting
cut-throat competition on field. However,
you become a fashionista in the second
half as you plan to attend a social func-
tion and take the centre stage.

B SAGITTARIUS GNEAR
-

Activities like aerobics and
gymnastics are likely to take
your energy level higher. You
may experience a transition period during
the noon. Ganesha foresees an average day
at work for you. Try to balance your family
and work, without neglecting any one of it.

[l CAPRICORN

Love is in the air for you,
today. You will take your
sweetheart out for a romantic
dinner, shopping or anything of that sort
and pamper him/her to the hilt. But, don't
spend like a sailor as you have limited
sources of income, advises Ganesha. Busy
in social gatherings and parties, you will
make a mark on everyone’s mind with
your wit and humour.

[l AQUARIUS

Today, you will pay attention
to the smallest and the
simplest things of life. You will
learn to appreciate the beauty of life and

imperfections of people, while showering
your love upon your near and dear ones,

ly be pleased with your amicable approach.
Itis a great day to be social

and catch up with friends and

and dear ones. You find peace, comfort and
pleasure in any travel that you undertake
might result in mild mental stress but if you
are cautious and prepared than nothing
fuss too much over little things and enjoy
your journey, says Ganesha.

CHINTA O CHETANA’S 48TH BAISHAKHI FESTIVAL - DAY Il

Radheshyam
Tarai from
Ganjam
delivered

a stunning
Kuchipudi
performance
inspired by
the Ramayana
at Rabindra
Mandap,
Bhubaneswar,
Thursday.
Dressed in
female attire,

PENN BADGLEY: FAME IS
‘EXTREMELY UNNATURAL

Hollywood actor Penn Badgley, who
gained the spotlight with his work in
Gossip Girl at age 20 and then You, said
he had to really grapple with accepting
the downsides of fame in order to also
enjoy the “extreme privileges”.

BLAKE, BALDONI’S LEGAL
BATTLE TAKES A NEW TURN

The legal battle between Blake Lively and Justin
Baldoni intensifies as the validity of a subpoena
used to obtain key evidence is questioned. Bal-
doni’s legal team argues the subpoena, dated
before any legal action, may be unenforceable,
potentially undermining Lively,s case.

applause from
the audience

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

Mumbai: Actress Shweta
Tripathi has opened up about
a mindset she feels more peo-
ple need to embrace, which is
comfort. For her, it starts with
dressing for yourself and not
the world.

Tarai Shweta told the agency, “An
showcased underrated habit or mindset I
his flawless believe more people should em-
skills, earning brace... Yeah, comfort. Comfort.
thunderous

Like, you know how we always
hear “be yourself”? But what
does being yourself even mean?
I think understanding that is
the first step.

“And that means—if
you're feeling good in what
you’re wearing, then

The untold love story of Simi Garewal

hey say true love sto-

I ries are often incom-
plete, and one such
quietly poignant tale is that
of actress Simi Garewal and
industrialist Ratan Tata.
Their relationship, once
deeply romantic and almost
leading to marriage, stands
as a touching reminder of
how love, timing, and life’s
twists don't always aligh—
even for the most extraor-

front row.

Mumbai: Deepika Padukone has always had
great onscreen and offscreen chemistry with two
of Bollywood’s biggest stars—Ranbir Kapoor and

Ranveer Singh. In 2013, she set hearts racing with
her now-husband Ranveer in Goliyon Ki Raasleela
Ram-Leela, while the same year, her iconic pairing
with Ranbir in Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani redefined
love for audiences. Over the years, Deepika has
had the unique experience of working closely

with both actors, admiring their craft from the

A throwback clip from a promotional event
for Tamasha in 2015, where Deepika starred
alongside Ranbir, has recently resurfaced
on social media, sparking widespread atten-
tion. During the event, a fan asked Deepika to

choose between her co-star Ranbir Kapoor and her
then-boyfriend Ranveer Singh as the better actor.
Deepika’s response was both witty and thoughtful:
"It's like asking if you prefer your mother or your
father," she said, to which Ranbir jokingly replied,
“I want to be the father.”

Deepika explained, "We’re constantly compar-
ing—whether it's films, actors, or co-stars. We
need to appreciate each person for who they are
and the work they bring." While some fans
humorously urged her to "pick your man,"
others applauded Deepika’s mature and
reasoned perspective, highlighting her
ability to respect both actors for their
unique qualities.

AGENCIES

gious Tata family, he stud-
ied at Cornell and Harvard,
and though he considered
marriage several times, he
ultimately chose a life of sol-
itude—an aspect of his per-
sonal life that has long
intrigued the public.
On the other
hand, Simi Gare-
wal carved her
own legacy in
Indian cinema

show Rendezvous with Si-
mi Garewal made her a
household name, admired
for her elegance, wit, and
fearless interviewing style.
Like Tata, she also chose
to remain unmarried.
Their bond, rooted
in admiration, mu-
tual respect, and
emotional depth,
remains one of
the lesser-known

fect—he’s got a sense of hu-
mour, is modest, and is the
perfect gentleman. Money
was never his driving force.”

Though their romance
did not culminate in
marriage, it was deeply
meaningful. Their story
reflects the kind of love
that doesn’t always need
a conventional ending.
Both Simi and Ratan have
lived lives defined not by
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5 Choice bit 1917

7 Ask over

9 Slaughter

10 Fail miserably

11 Bitter

13 Breakfast cereal

15 Playful aquatic
animals

17 Venomous
snake

poetry
23 Peaceful
Down

2 Timepiece
3 Repulsive
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20 Autocrat until

21 Muse of epic

24 Dutch exports

1 Greek letter

Shweta on
comfort code

dress up for yourself, not think-
ing about what someone’s aunt,
grandma, or your Instagram
followers are going to think.
Wear what you want to wear.
People will always have some-
thing to say anyway, and that’s
not going to stop,” she added.

For Shweta, who is popu-
larly known as her character
Golu from the series Mirzapur,
revealed what her perfect day
off looks like.

“You know, it really depends
on my mood. Sometimes, like
if 'm going to the Prithvi
Theatre, I feel this urge to be
culturally artistic. So then I'll
do a bit of mismatch dressing,
throw on a kurta with a belt,
and my dupatta. I love wear-
ing bindis. I love my acces-

sories, my jewelry—a lot of
jewelry. I design a lot of it
myself. And I also get my
designer friends to make
stuff for me.”
IANS

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

CROSSWO RD the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

4 Food poisoning

6 Seaweed dish

8 Feelings

2 American
Chinese dish
(4.4)

14 Windpipe

16 Brusque

18 Dentist’s tool

19 Apartments

22 Litter members

s o TRN

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

B | o | el =d ] =] f=f i)
| =) | == a0 | L)ool R
Lo | 0| e P | Co | Chf = ) =0 &=
O | B3| e a3 | = | —= @O0 | LR RO
D)= || on] o] B) =~
B =D | 4= | B2 O ) == | L3
LA | eb | o e | | I B | O f =i
== | du | BIJ LR | 00 | A0 ~d | L | SO
] | G | = | PO | SO i | bR

says Ganesha. People around you will sure-
H PISCES (
make travel plans with near ‘
today. There might be some reasons that
will able to usher you in harm's way. Do not
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National Park status for Similipal soon: Min

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 17: For-
est, Environment and Climate
Change Minister Ganeshram
Singhkhuntia Thursday an-
nounced that steps are being
taken to grant Similipal the
status of a National Park soon.

Speaking at a high-level
meeting, Singhkhuntia said
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi has allocated %50 crore
for the Similipal scheme in
this year’s Budget, which will
be used for its effective imple-
mentation.

The minister stated that Si-
milipal’s unique biodiversity
has brought pride to Odisha
and fame to the entire nation.

Similipal is home to a wide
variety of wildlife, including
tigers and elephants, as well as
304 species of birds, 20 species
of amphibians, 62 species of rep-
tiles, 1,076 species of flowering
plants, and 96 species of orchids.

However, the region faces
challenges such as deforesta-

BJP govt trying to change history: LoP

tion and limited access to
quality education and health-
care for the local Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
communities.

Additional Chief Secretary
of the Forest, Environment and
Climate Change department,
Satyabrata Sahu, said that the
Aama Similipal Yojana will
focus on building institutions
for the economic upliftment of
tribal communities, sustain-
able management of natural
resources and biodiversity,
and the improvement of wild-
life habitats.

The scheme will also imple-
ment measures to mitigate hu-
man-animal conflict, promote
environmental conservation,
community-based eco-tourism,
farm afforestation, improved
livelihoods, and enhanced so-
cio-cultural life.

In the area of natural re-
source and biodiversity man-
agement, the scheme will ad-
dress forest fire control, soil
moisture conservation and

Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi has
allocated 350 crore
for the Similipal
scheme, which will be
used for its effective
implementation,
Singhkhuntia said

drainage, removal of noxious
weeds and grasses, avenue
plantation, establishment of
medicinal plant nurseries and
gardens, protection of forest

boundaries, and maintenance
of forest roads.

For the improvement of
wildlife habitats, Sahu said
the scheme will support the
construction and maintenance
of water bodies for animal
drinking and bathing, the de-
velopment of fodder gardens
and grasslands for herbivores,
and the installation of a flood
warning system.

To reduce human-animal
conflict and protect the envi-
ronment, solar fencing, solar
light posts, and solar lighting
systems in EDC buildings
will be installed. Other ini-
tiatives include a plastic-free
campaign, establishment and
maintenance of salt licks, dig-
ging of elephant-proof ditches,
and promotion of alternative
cooking fuels.

The meeting also discussed
in details the second phase of
the Odisha Forest Sector Devel-
opment Project (OFSDP). The
Chief Minister has allocated
%40 crore for this project in the

Ministers Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo &
Pravati Parida, among other dignitaries,
pay floral tributes at the statue of
former CM Biju Patnaik on the Assembly
premises in Bhubaneswar Thursday

current Budget.

Explaining the proposed
project, Director of OFSDP
Mita Bishwal said it is a com-
prehensive initiative aimed at
integrating afforestation, bio-
diversity conservation, climate
change mitigation, livelihood
promotion, and institutional
development for the holistic
development of forest-dwelling
communities in Odisha.

The project will focus on
promoting community-based
sustainable forest manage-
ment practices, developing
alternative livelihoods for for-
est-dependent communities,
and strengthening grassroots
institutions like Vana Surak-
sha Samitis (VSS) and self-help
groups (SHGs).

She stated that sustainable
forest management through
community participation and
livelihood promotion through
coordination of various depart-
mental schemes are the two
key objectives of the proposed
project.

Drunk man rides away
with wrong scooter

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17:
Drunk acts often land one in
trouble. A 36-year-old man
from the Capital City learnt it
the hard way.

Early Thursday morning
when a group of policemen
intercepted Chandan Kumar
Basantia near the Puri Bypass
junction for riding a red Activa
scooter without a helmet, they
realised that the two-wheeler
had been reported stolen from
near Mula Padia area of Old
Town the previous night while
generating a challan. They
informed the Lingaraj police
station which immediately
detained Chandan.

However, Chandan’s quizzing
helped solve the riddle.

Lingaraj Police Station in-
spector-in-charge (IIC) Purna
Chandra Pradhan, who ques-
tioned Chandan, said it was
more a mistake committed by
the drunk man rather than any
intention to steal the vehicle.

Pradhan said Tuesday after-

noon one Soumesh Swain had
parked his red Active scooter
near Mula Padia while play-
ing cricket with his friends.
“In the meantime, Chandan
in an inebriated state mistook
Soumesh’s scooter for his own
due to similarities in the vehi-
cle’s colour. He then drove it
off, ” Pradhan said. When
Soumesh discovered his scooter
missing, he lodged a complaint
at the police station.
Meanwhile, Pradhan said
Chandan drove the two-wheel-
er to his friend’s house in Cut-
tack where he realised his mis-
take. “On Thursday morning,
Chandan rushed back to Bhu-
baneswar to leave the scooter at
the place from where he took.
However, he ran out of luck
when cops caught him for rid-
ing helmetless,” Pradhan added.
Interestingly, following the
disclosure, the Lingaraj police
decided to drop vehicle theft
charges against Chandan as he
didn't have any criminal past.
They allowed him to go wth a
stern warning to mend his ways.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 17: Launching a
veiled attack on the BJP government in
the state, Biju Janata Dal (BJD) president
Naveen Patnaik Thursday alleged that ef-
forts are being made to change history to
demean the contribution and sacrifice of
great sons. Patnaik, the Leader of Opposi-
tion (LoP) in the Assembly, said this while
addressing party workers observing the
28th death anniversary of former Chief
Minister Biju Patnaik, after whom the
regional party (BJD) is named.

He referred to a series of attacks on the
statues of Biju Patnaik in different places
of the state and the state BJP government
delinking the former CM'’s birthday from
the Panchayati Raj Divas.

After 30 years the BJP government
stopped the celebration of Panchayati Raj
Dibas on the birth anniversary of Biju Pat-
naik. This apart, the BJP government has
also changed the title of certain schemes
named after Biju Patnaik during the BJD
tenure, he said.

Without directly naming the BJP, Pat-
naik said, “Now some people are making
deliberate attempts to demean the con-
tribution and sacrifice of our great sons.
Attempts are also being made to change
history. But they should remember that

Shrimp exporters seek govt help

AGENCIES

New Delhi, April 17: Indian shrimp ex-
porters, including those from Odisha, are
keeping their fingers crossed as the US
is set to begin its review of anti-dumping
and countervailing duties on shrimp next
month, and are seeking government in-
tervention to help secure relief amid stiff
global competition, industry experts say.

The exporters said that the formula
of the US to calculate these duties is in-
correct, and the Indian gov-
ernment should take up the
issues with them bilaterally,
as domestic traders are facing
tough competition from Ecua-
dor and Vietnam in the American market.

"The US authorities consider India's
RoDTEP and duty drawback schemes as
incentive schemes, which is not the case.
Both are WTO-compliant duty refund
schemes only,” Kolkata-based seafood
exporter and MD of Megaa Moda Yogesh
Gupta said. He added that the US uses a
'zeroing' method to impose anti-dumping
duty on shrimp, which is not correct and
needs to be re-looked as it distorts the cal-
culation of the margin of dumping.

He said that exporters are concerned
and the government should come for-
ward to support them by re-introducing
the Transport and Marketing Assistance
(TMA) scheme.

Through this, the United States is not
making a fair comparison between the ex-
port price and the normal value, leading to
distorted dumping margins.

Besides these duties, Indian shrimp ex-
porters face a 10 per cent baseline tariff
imposed by the US April 2. Giving a big
relief, America has suspended the addi-

US set to

review duties

Naveen elected BJD
president for 9th time

Bhubaneswar: Leader of Opposition in the Assembly
Naveen Patnaik Thursday filed his nomination
papers for the post of BJD president for the ninth
time here. The former CM was the sole candidate
for the post, said BJD’s returning officer for the
organisational elections, Pratap Keshari Deb.
Patnaik has been elected BJD president eight times
in a row since the party's inception in 1997. He was
last elected to the post in February 2020. He filed his
nomination papers on the 28th death anniversary of
his father Biju Patnaik, after whom the regional par-
ty, the Biju Janata Dal, is named. “The time for filing
nominations was between 10am and 1pm. We have
received only one nomination from Naveen Patnaik
and the name of the president will be announced on
April 19 at Sankha Bhawan,” Deb said.

history reflects the connecting experience
of a nation over a period of time. It cannot
be changed at anybody’s pleasure.”

Patnaik, a five-time former CM of Odis-
ha, suggested those people (attempting to
change history) to concentrate more on
welfare activities and add a new chapter
to the developmental history of Odisha.

He claimed that the BJD government
from 2000 to 2024 achieved significant de-
velopment for Odisha and brought rec-
ognition to the state at both national and
international levels.

Reacting to Patnaik’s statement, state
BJP president Manmohan Samal said,
“We have great respect for Biju Patnaik.
He was a great son of the soil. We paid our
tributes to him on his death anniversary
today. Patnaik’s remark is politically mo-
tivated and not expected from a five-time
former Chief Minister.”

Samal also asked whether this was
Patnaik’s own statement or if somebody
else made him speak these words. “If it is
his own statement, then Patnaik should
rethink about it,” he said.

tional 26 per cent duty on India.

Currently, Indian shrimp exports to
the US face an effective customs duty of
17.7 per cent, including 5.77 per cent in
countervailing duties and 1.8 per cent in
anti-dumping duties.

Seafood Exporters Association of In-
dia Secretary General KN Raghavan has
recently urged the government to focus
on securing a ‘level-playing field’ for the
country's seafood exports during upcom-
ing trade talks before the tariff pause
expires. Another exporter
said Ecuador is India's big-
gest competitor in the sector,
as it faces lower duties and
enjoys a major advantage in
shipping due to its proximity to the US
market.

Odisha-based exporter Rajen Padhi said
the anti-dumping duty has been in place
for two decades, and it's time the US sets a
uniform rate for India.

“As per an international agreement, no
taxes should be exported. So now we can
convince the US that the RODTEP (Re-
mission of Duties and Taxes on Export-
ed Products) scheme is not an incentive
scheme as we have a mechanism in place
to do the verification,” said Padhi, Com-
mercial Director, B One Business House
Private Limited.

The US is the largest market for the
domestic shrimp industry. Out of India's
total shrimp exports, the country ships 40
per cent to America.

Ecuador and Indonesia are major com-
petitors of the domestic exporters in the
US market.

There are around 1 lakh shrimp farms
in India, most of which are in Andhra
Pradesh.
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WSC KEY TO YOUTH
SKILLING: GADKARI

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari highlights the World Skill Center’s contribution
to equipping Odisha’s youth with industry-ready skills during his visit

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 17:
Union Minister for Road Trans-
port and Highways Nitin Gad-
kari praised the World Skill
Center (WSC) in Bhubaneswar
for its role in preparing Odis-
ha’s youth with industry-rel-
evant skills during his visit
Thursday. Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi accompanied
him during the tour, along with
other senior officials.
Impressed by the infrastruc-
ture, Gadkari called WSC a
model institution for indus-
try-ready training. “WSC is
playing a vital role in skilling
youth and boosting employabil-
ity,” he said after inspecting ad-
vanced labs in Vertical Trans-
portation, Advanced Welding,
Automation, and Robotics.
Chief Minister Majhi wel-

“Sudarsan Pattnaik calls on Prez

NEW DELHI: Padma Shri awardee and
internationally acclaimed sand artist Su-
darsan Pattnaik met President Droupadi
Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan Wednes-
day, her office confirmed Thursday.
“Renowned Indian sand artist Sudarsan
Pattnaik called on President Droupadi
Murmu at the Rashtrapati Bhavan,” the
President’s office posted on X, along
with a photo from the meeting.

CLASSIFIED

"By virtue of an
affidavit sworn before
Executive Magistrate,
Khordha, Odisha, date-
16.04.2025, affidavit
No.- 1166. I, Soumyajyoti
Mishra, S/o- Prafulla
Kumar Mishra,
Address: At/ PO.-
Dadhimachhagadia,
PS.- Sadara Khordha,
Dist.- Khordha, State-
Odisha, PIN- 752056,
declare that I have
changed my son’s name
from SAMADARSHI
SATYA SAMBHAB
to SAMADARSHI
SATYA SAMBHAB
MISHRA. Henceforth,
he shall be known as
SAMADARSHI SATYA
SAMBHAB MISHRA
for all purposes.
Soumyajyoti Mishra

By virtue of an affidavit
sworn before Executive
Magistrate, Basudevpur,
Dt.17.2.25 1, Chintamani
Biswal, S/o0- Murali
Biswal, At-Chhatrapur,
PO: Patanamishrapur,
PS- Naikanidihi, Dist-
Bhadrak declare that
my daughters name
wrongly named as
Sumitra Biswal in
Aadhaar will be known
as Susmita Biswal
henceforth for all
purpose.

comed the Union Minister and
joined him in visiting the facil-
ities. The visit also included
Skill Development & Technical
Education Minister Sampad
Chandra Swain, Bhubaneswar
MP Aparajita Sarangi, Khurda
MLA Prashant Jagadev, and
other dignitaries.

Top officials from WSC and
the Odisha Skill Development
Authority (OSDA), including
CEO Rashmita Panda, Chief
Skills Officer Bruce Poh, COO
Pinaki Patnaik, Principal T
Thambyrajah and Deputy Prin-
cipal Jeetamitra Satpathy were
present on the occasion.

Minister Swain said skill de-
velopment is a national priority
under Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s leadership, and WSC
is significantly contributing to
the mission. “Students trained
here are securing jobs both in

‘Mahatab’s vision
shaped Odisha’

CUTTACK: Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari praised former chief
minister Harekrushna Mahatab
for his visionary leadership,

which played a crucial role in
shaping Odisha. Speaking at a
memorial lecture on Infrastructure
Development and Odisha at
Ravenshaw University, Gadkari
said, “You can donate eyes but
not vision. Mahatab ji had a

vision that shaped Odisha.” He
highlighted Mahatab’s significant
contributions, particularly in

the construction of the Hirakud
Dam, which was initiated by
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
in 1948 and inaugurated in

1957. Describing Mahatab as a
multifaceted personality, Gadkari
called him a scholar, poet, and
social reformer who advanced
education and social equity in the
state. He also shared that Mahatab
authored 'History of Odisha' while
imprisoned in Maharashtra.
Gadkari urged youth to be inspired
by Mahatab’s life, adding, “We
have the strength to become
Vishwaguru.”

India and abroad,” he said.
"The WSC is envisioned as
a hub for advanced, hands-
on training to bridge the gap
between education and em-
ployment, ensuring youth are
equipped for global industry
demands," the minister added.

associates who joined SP at a merger meeting in Bhubaneswar, Thursday
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MERGER MEET: Samajwadi Party (SP) national pre5|dent Akhilesh Yadav greets Pushpanjali Das, ex-corporator of ward no-28 (BJD), and her
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2 criminals hurt in Cuttack encounter

TWO POLICEMEN SUFFERED MINOR INJURIES IN THE INCIDENT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cuttack, April 17: Two per-
sons with criminal antecedents
were injured in an encounter
with police in Cuttack district,
a police officer said Thursday.

The incident occurred
Wednesday night on National
Highway 16 near Choudwar’s
Indranipatna area in Cuttack
district, the police officer said.

Cuttack Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP) Khi-

KIMS brings advanced
heart surgery to Odisha

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: The
Kalinga Institute of Medical
Sciences (KIMS) is leading the
way in Odisha by offering com-
plex heart surgeries with min-
imally invasive techniques—
eliminating the need for open-
heart surgery.

Consultant Cardiac Surgeon
at KIMS Amit Kumar Agarwal
recently performed a minimally
invasive mitral valve replace-
ment on a 55-year-old patient,
Kalia Gouda, with severe mitral
valve stenosis.

Unlike traditional proce-
dures that require cutting
through the chest bone, this
advanced technique involves
making a small incision on the
side of the chest, allowing the
surgeon to operate between the
ribs without cutting them.

By adopting these methods,

i

KIMS is helping patients avoid
the need to travel out of state
for advanced cardiac care.
“Minimally invasive and ro-
botic surgeries are the future
of cardiac care,” said Agarwal.

The benefits are significant:
reduced postoperative pain,
less bleeding, and only a small,
barely visible scar. This ap-
proach also allows patients to
recover faster and with fewer

complications. The cost of such
procedures is notably lower
at KIMS compared to other
centers in Odisha, making it
accessible to a wider range of
patients.

KIMS is currently perform-
ing a variety of minimally inva-
sive heart surgeries, including
coronary artery bypass grafting
(CABG) and repairs of septal
defects.

COOL COLORS

lari Rishikesh Dnyandeo said
that the incident happened
when the police personnel

were chasing them in an ef-
fort to arrest the duo.

“They were riding a motor-
cycle. Then they took a turn to-
wards Indranipatna on NH-16
to evade arrest. After travelling
some distance, they stopped the
motorcycle and started firing
on the police team, which then
retaliated after giving them a
warning,” the DCP said.

The injured persons were
identified as Katash Rout and
Subhranshu Parida.

Katas has at least 15 crimi-
nal cases registered against
him, while Parida is allegedly
involved in over 50 cases, rang-
ing from extortion to armed
robbery.

They were admitted to Sri-
ram Chandra Bhanja (SCB)
Medical College and Hospital
in Cuttack. The police seized
firearms and live ammunition
from them. Two policemen also
suffered minor injuries in the
incident, the police said.

Fun@Work opens new unit at Symphony MaII

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17:
Three years after its operation
at Bhavani Mall in Shaheed
Nagar here, Fun@Work has
opened its new unit at Sympho-
ny Mall near Hanspal Square.
The grand opening was graced
by Barabati-Cuttack MLA Sofia
Firdous.

Gracing the occasion, Fun@
Work managing director Shi-
marekha Talukdar said, “Af-
ter three years of co-working
experience, Fun@Work is now
starting a new chapter, opening
a new unit that will help take
networking and productivity to
new heights. It is set to become
the most attractive co-working
destination in Bhubaneswar for
its customers.”

With its appearance and
functionality in mind, the new
unit has sensitively blended
aesthetics and professionalism
inside. “Startups, freelancers
and enterprise teams alike will
find a great environment here,
with collaboration areas and
private meeting rooms, as well

as optimal parking facilities,”
a statement issued by the com-
pany said.

To succeed, this co-working
unit has partnered with top
brands to deliver the best ex-
perience, with high-speed inter-
net, modern conferencing facil-
ities and exclusive networking
events where members can get
the best service, it added.

The new unit, with a prime
location in City, offers opti-
mum parking facilities—a ra-
re opportunity for an urban
co-working setup. Easy acces-
sibility ensures that members

Hidden cost of rising dependence on CT scan

T scans are a vital part

of modern medicine.

Found in every hospital

and many clinics, they
give doctors a fast and detailed
look inside the body — helping
to diagnose everything, from
cancer and strokes to internal
injuries. But a new study sug-
gests there may be a hidden
cost to our growing reliance
on this technology.

The study, published in Jama
Internal Medicine, warns that
CT scans performed in the US
in 2023 alone could eventually
lead to over 100,000 extra can-
cer cases. If the current rate
of scanning continues, the re-
searchers say CT scans could
be responsible for around five
per cent of all new cancers di-
agnosed each year.

That figure has raised con-
cerns. Especially when you
consider that the number of
CT scans done in the US has

jumped by 30 per cent in just
over a decade. In 2023, there
were an estimated 93 million
CT exams carried out on 62
million people.

The risk from a single scan
is low — but not zero. And the
younger the patient, the greater
is the risk. Children and teen-
agers are especially vulnerable
because their bodies are still
developing, and any damage
caused by ionising radiation
may not show up until many
years later.

That said, over 90 per cent
of CT scans are performed on
adults, so it's this group that
faces the largest overall im-
pact. The most common cancers
linked to CT exposure are lung,
colon, bladder and leukaemia.
For women, breast cancer is
also a significant concern.

What makes this latest esti-
mate so striking is how much
it has grown. In 2009, a similar

o

analysis projected around 29,000
future cancers linked to CT
scans. The new number is over
three times higher —not just be-
cause of more scans, but because
newer research allows for a more
detailed analysis of radiation ex-
posure to specific organs.

The study also makes an
eye-catching comparison: if
things stay as they are, CT-re-
lated cancers could match the
number of cancers caused by
alcohol or excess weight — two
well-known risk factors.

Not all scans carry the same
level of risk. In adults, scans

of the abdomen and pelvis are
thought to contribute the most
to future cancer cases. In chil-
dren, it's head CTs that pose the
biggest concern — especially for
babies under the age of one.

Despite all this, doctors
stress that CT scans are often
life-saving and remain essen-
tial in many cases. They help
catch conditions early, guide
treatment and are crucial in
emergencies. The challenge is
making sure they're only used
when really needed.

Newer technologies could
help reduce the risk. Pho-
ton-counting CT scanners, for
example, deliver lower doses
of radiation, and MRI scans
don't use radiation at all. The
researchers suggest that bet-
ter use of diagnostic checklists
could also help doctors decide
when a scan is necessary, and
when a safer alternative like
MRI or ultrasound might do

the job.

It's worth noting that this
study doesn't prove CT scans
cause cancer in individual peo-
ple. The estimates are based
on ‘risk models’ — not direct
evidence. In fact, the American
College of Radiology points out
that no study has yet linked CT
scans directly to cancer in hu-
mans, even after multiple scans.

Still, the idea that radiation
can cause cancer isn't new. It's
scientifically sound. And with
the huge number of scans be-
ing done, even small risks can
add up. CT scans save lives, but
they're not risk-free. As medi-
cal technology evolves, so too
should the way we use it. By
cutting down on unnecessary
scans, using safer alternatives
where possible, and keeping
radiation doses as low as prac-
tical, we can ensure CT scans
continue to help more than they
harm. (THE CONVERSATION)

can focus on their work.

With a strong foundation
and a vision for innovation,
Fun@Work is not just open-
ing a new space—it is setting
a new benchmark in the way
entrepreneurs work, the re-
lease said. This expansion
is a testament to the brand’s
success and its future vision.
With this expansion, the total
workspace in Bhubaneswar
now exceeds 20,000 sq ft, and
the brand plans to expand its
presence in other metro cities
like Kolkata and Gurugram by

the end of this year.
WEATHER
BBSR CTC
MaxTemp 358° 34.8°
MinTemp 256° 24.2°
Humidity 72% 79%
Rainfall Nil Nil
FORECAST
Partly cloudy sky

with possibility of
thunderstorm/lightning
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INDEX

A NIFTY  23,851.65 4 41445

DOLLAR 8541 ¥ 0.17
: EURO 97.10 ¥ 048
GOLD 394,082 ¥ <1081
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Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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In a first, Olive Rldley turtle tagged
In Odisha lays eggs in Maha beach

Undertaking an
arduous journey
of over 3,600 km

via Sri Lanka, the
turtle, tagged at
Gahirmatha four
years back, nested at
the Guhagar beach
near Maharashtra’s
Ratnagiri

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kendrapara/Mumbai, April
17: An Olive Ridley turtle has
opened up a plethora of re-
search avenues for experts af-
ter becoming the first recorded
instance of a member of the spe-
cies laying eggs on the east and
west coasts of the country.

The Olive Ridley turtle,
tagged at Wheelers Island in
Gahirmatha Marine Sanctu-
ary on Odisha coast March 18,
2021, has swam around 3,600
km through the Bay of Bengal
to lay eggs in Guhagar beach
in Maharashtra, prompting
experts to emphasise the need
for an elaborate scientific study
of their migration behaviour.

The turtle, which had dug a
hole at Guhagar beach with its
flippers and laid 120 eggs, was
spotted during a routine drill
by turtle nest managers Janu-
ary 27 this year when it was on
its way back to the ocean, an of-
ficial said. It was noticed that
the turtle had been tagged with

“the initials ZSI and the number
03233, he said.

Basudev Tripathy, a senior
Zoological Survey of India
scientist, said this was first
recorded instance of a turtle
that had previously nested on
Odisha’s coast migrating such
along distance to lay eggs.

Generally, turtles tagged
at Odisha nesting grounds
to study their migration be-
haviour do not travel such

. MARINE MARATHON

‘Turtle 03233

long distances. Earlier, some
tagged turtles were rescued
from the northern coast of Sri
Lanka by fishermen. Howev-
er, there has been no history
of turtles tagged in the eastern
state nesting in Sri Lanka, he
pointed out.

What makes the development
significant is that for the first
time it has been recorded that
an Olive Ridley turtle has laid
eggs on both the coasts of In-
dia, said Manas Manjerakar,
the deputy director at Man-
grove Foundation. It has also
debunked the assumption that
the turtles that lay eggs on the
east coast do not go to the west
coast. Earlier there was no such
scientific evidence. This is why
the development assumes sig-
nificance, he told PTI.

Tripathy said sea turtles typ-
ically migrate between foraging
and nesting grounds, adding
that male and female turtles mi-
grate to breeding areas, usually
returning to the beaches where
they were born.

Given that a tagged turtle
from the Odisha coast was
found nesting for the first time
on Maharashtra’s coast, a more
elaborate scientific study into
the behaviour of these itinerant
marine species is now in focus,
Tripathy added. He said earlier
tagged Olive Ridley sea turtles
have travelled around 1,000 km

in the sea to reach north Sri
Lanka sea within a month from
Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary
but they did not nest there.

This female turtle undertook
an arduous journey of not less
than 3,600 km to nest at the Ma-
harashtra site. ‘Arribada’ (mass
nesting) has only been recorded
at Gahirmatha, Rushikulya and
Deviriver beaches in the state.
This makes it crucial to under-
take large-scale tagging of nest-
ing turtles annually to further
understand their behaviour,
Tripathy said.

Explaining why the develop-
ment is remarkable, Manjera-
kar said it is an established fact
that Olive Ridley turtles nest
across multiple beaches in a
Season or across years.

But this turtle nesting across
the two ocean basins is the
first of its kind. This is very
important information which
shows that the turtles that
arrive to nest solitarily along
the Maharashtra coast also
join in to mass-nest along the
Odisha coast, he said. Of the
120 eggs laid by the turtle, 100
have hatched and baby turtles
have been released in the sea,
he said, adding it usually takes
50-60 days for the eggs to hatch.

Manjerakar said the turtle
had come to the Gahirmatha
beach during the mass nesting
phenomenon observed there. It

The turtle’s
first-of-its-
kind nesting

§ across the two
§ ocean basins
has grabbed
the scientific
community’s
attention,
which has
called for large
scale tagging
and research
into the rare
marine species’
4 migratory
patterns

was tagged by the ZSI.

These metal tags were pho-
tographed and the details on
these tags were sent to the re-
search team from Wildlife Insti-
tute of India who are undertak-
ing a study of the population of
turtles along the Maharashtra
coastline since 2023 in collabo-
ration with the Maharashtra
forest department.

When the turtle nest manag-
ers (locals roped in for conser-
vation) at the Guhagar beach
came across the tag on two of its
flippers, they shared it with the
department. The Maharashtra
government has come up with a
similar initiative to tag turtles
with the help of Wildlife Insti-
tute of India, he said.

“When we exchanged notes,
we came to know that the turtle
had laid eggs in Odisha some
four years ago,” Manjerakar
said. The Forest department
hopes that after Maharashtra
starts tagging turtles it will
throw light on the movement
of the marine amphibians.

Turtle nesting takes place
in primarily three coastal
districts of Maharashtra, led
by Ratnagiri, and followed by
Sindhudurg and Raigad.

The Odisha Forest department
began turtle tagging in 1999,
tagging around 1,000 turtles.
Between 2021 and 2024, around
12,000 turtles have been tagged.

3 deaths in 2 days: Man
killed in elephant attack

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bantala, April 17: Day after
two women were trampled to
death by a wild elephant in
Bargarh district, a 60-year-old
man was Killed in a jumbo at-
tack Thursday at Kanja village
in Bantala forest range of An-
gul district.

The deceased, identified as
Somanath Behera, had gone
to a nearby mango orchard to
pluck fruits when the incident
occurred. An elephant, already
present in the orchard, report-
edly lifted him with its tusks
and slammed him against a
tree, resulting in his death,
Forest officials said.

The attack sparked ten-
sion in the village. Forester
Prasanna Kumar Sahu visited
the scene and assured agitat-
ed locals that the solar fenc-
ing around the village would
be repaired promptly. He also
promised that Behera’s son
would be appointed as a Gaja-
sathi, or elephant guard, and
that the family would receive
financial compensation in line
with government norms.

Bantala police have regis-
tered a case and sent the body
for post-mortem examination
at the Angul district headquar-
ters hospital.

The fatality comes a day
after two women were Killed
in a similar tusker attack
while they were collecting
mahua flowers in Turcha vil-
lage under Gaisilet block and
Padampur forest range in
Bargarh district.

Ketaki Sahu, 48, died at the
scene, while Kumudini Sahu,
45, succumbed to her injuries
at the Veer Surendra Sai Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences and
Research (VIMSAR) in Burla.

NIT-R selected as Hub
institution under PAIR
programme of ANRF

PNN & AGENCIES

Rourkela, April 17: The Na-
tional Institute of Technology
Rourkela (NIT Rourkela) has
been selected as one of the Hub
Institutions under the presti-
gious Partnerships for Acceler-
ated Innovation and Research
(PAIR) Programme, launched
by the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation (ANRF).

It is the only NIT across the
country and the only hub insti-
tute from eastern India selected
under the programme.

Rooted in the vision of the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, the PAIR initiative
is a transformative step toward
fostering a collaborative, inclu-
sive, and high-impact research
ecosystem across Indian higher
education institutions.

The PAIR Programme is de-
signed to enhance the research
capabilities of institutions
where research is currently at
anascent stage but holds signif-
icant potential.

Out of 30 proposals evaluat-
ed nationally, only seven were
selected for funding in the first
phase. These include three In-
dian Institutes of Technology
(IITs), one National Institute
of Technology (NIT), the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc), and
two Central Universities.

Following a rigorous review
process and a final presentation
before the Apex Review Commit-
tee in Bangalore, NIT Rourkela
emerged as the only NIT to be

selected as a Hub Institution
under this prestigious initiative.

The presentation was led
Prof K Umamaheshwar Rao,
Director, NIT Rourkela, along
with senior faculty members
Prof SK Pratihar, Prof HB Sa-
hu, Prof SK Behera and others.

In its first phase, the PAIR Pro-
gramme focuses on institutions
with demonstrable or promising
research potential, while also en-
suring regional diversity.

Each PAIR comprises one
Hub and a network of seven
Spoke institutions, promoting
interdisciplinary collaboration
on nationally relevant research
themes that aim to deliver tan-
gible and measurable outcomes.

As a Hub Institution, NIT Ro-
urkela will mentor a network of
seven Spoke institutions. They
are Veer Surendra Sai Univer-
sity of Technology (VSSUT),
Burla, Sambalpur Universi-
ty, Burla, Odisha University
of Technology and Research
(OUTR), Bhubaneswar, Fakir
Mohan University, Balasore,
International Institute of Infor-
mation Technology (IIIT), Bhu-
baneswar, Odisha University of
Agriculture and Technology
(OUAT), Bhubaneswar, and
Guru Angad Dev Veterinary
and Animal Sciences Univer-
sity, Ludhiana, Punjab.

NITR Director Prof K Uma-
maheshwar Rao said, “This
recognition is a testament to the
collective dedication, research
excellence, and collaborative
ethos that define NIT Rourkela.”
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF FOREIGN TRADE

Deemed to be University
(Department of Commerce, Govt. of India)
Accredited “A+ Grade” by NAAC

Announces admission to Integrated Programme in Management
(Business Analytics and International Business) Programme 2025-30

Unidentified men hurl crude

bombs in Bhadrak;

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA crude bombs at some peo- Following the incident, r— De[::tli:l::c’hl:::ar o5 Date 351 ;"entm";?]helm‘ T
ple who were sitting by  a team from Tihidi po- Py

Bhadrak, April 17: At the roadside and fled. lice station reached the “I".‘Ioazys Khugla;:;?vli:::;:m gg :i :‘1] :;
least seven persons, in- Allthevictims were ini- spot and launched an Sambalpur Division 08 15 22 =
cluding three women, tially rushedtothe Tihidi  investigation. “Situation Denot Hancheswar 02 09 16 23
were injured after miscre- ~ Community Health Centre  is under control. Ade- J P o is 5 57 =
ants hurled crude bombs ~ (CHC) and later shiftedto  quate police personnel une | Khurda Road Division

at them in Bhadrak dis- Bhadrak District Head- have been deployed in 2025 Waltair Division 04 1 18 25
trict, police said Thursday.  quarters Hospital (DHH).  the area to prevent any Sambalpur Division 05 12 19 26

The incident took place Police identified the in-  untoward incident,” said
at Kampada village with-  jured as Bharati Das (50), Satyabrata Grahacharya,
in Tihidi police limitslate =~ Rashmita Das (32) Mama  Inspector-in-Charge of
Wednesday night. Das (18), Balaram Malik  Tihidi police station. The

Police said two uniden-
tified persons arrived on
a motorcycle and lobbed

KHURDA ROAD-BOLANGIR NEW RAIL LINE

Breakthrough of Tunnel T-4
marks major progress in project

PNN & AGENCIES

(80), Ramesh Malik (42),
Mukti Kanta Das (48) and
Subash Das (35).

Grahacharya added.

7 injured

motive behind the attack
was yet to be ascertained,

EAST COAST RAILWAY

E-AUCTION PROGRAMME FOR
MAY & JUNE-2025 FOR SCRAP SALE

SCHEDULE OF E-AUCTION

Condemned rolling stocks (Loco, Coach, Wagon), Scrap rail, Miscellaneous P.Way fittings
(switches, crossings, fish plates, sleepers, fish bolt etc.), miscellaneous workshop scrap (drums,
bogie frame, buffer casing, buffer plunger, turning and boring etc.), Miscellaneous ferrous, Non-
ferrous, Non-metallic scrap, condemned machinery and plants, condemned vehicles,
condemned office equipments of Sambalpur, Khurda Road & Waltair divisions and scrap
materials of Railway Electrifications are expected to be offered on “AS IS WHERE [S" basis.
Railway administration shall be at liberty to include other items too in the e-auction and the
complete details of materials and terms and conditions will be as per Auction Catal which

Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT) set up by the Department of Commerce, Government of India,
invites applications for admission to residential Integrated Programme in Management (BBA-Business
Analytics and MBA-International Business) 2025-30 being offered at Kakinada Campus (Andhra
Pradesh).
Eligibility : (1) Candidates should have passed 10+2/Xil/HSC examination in arts/commerce/science
stream or equivalent with 60% (55% for candidates from SC/ST/PWD/Transgender) or more in the
year 2023, 2024 or appearing in 2025. (2) The candidate must have passed class 10th examination
with 60% (55% for candidates from SC/ST/PWD/Transgender) or more in the year not before 2021.
(3) Mathematics / Business Mathematics / Applied Mathematics/ Statistics/ Business Statistics as a
subject in +2 level is mandatory.
Mode of Admission : Selection will be on the basis of IPMAT 2025 Score (to be conducted by 1iM-
Indore), Academics Profile of class 10 and Gender Diversity.
Note : The Candidate should follow IPMAT advertisement & admission procedure for IPM 2025-30
batch available on the website of IIM Indore. IIFT will use IPMAT 2025 Score for shortlisting / selecting
the candidates for its Integrated Programme in Management. IIM Indore has no role either in the
selection process or in the conduct of the programme.

Please refer IIFT Website www.iift.ac.in for complete details about the programme

Important Dates
Last Date to apply online for IIFT’s IPM 2025-30 [30% April 2025
Date of IPMAT 2025 (to be conducted by [IM Indore) {120 May 2025
For any query, contact: Mr. Amit Kumar Chanpuria, Deputy Registrar (Academics)
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, B-21, Qutab Institutional Area, New Delhi-110016
Tel. 011-39147213
E-mail : ipm@iift.edu
Website : wwwi.iift.ac.in

CBC 05103/12/0001/2526 Mr. Gaurav Gulati, Registrar

shall be available with the respective auction conducting authority of East Coast Railway or from
ourwebsite: https:/fiwww.ireps.gov.in within 07(seven) days prior to the date of auction.

PR - 48/Q/25-26 Principal Chief Materials Manager, Bhubaneswar

been commissioned so far—from

Bhubaneswar, April 17: A major
milestone in the Khurda Road-Bo-
langir New Rail Line project has
been achieved with the successful
breakthrough (daylighting) of the
4,185-metre-long Tunnel T-4 between
Adenigarh and Charichhak stations

in Boudh district Wednesday.

This marks the completion of
the longest tunnel not only in
the entire project but also in the

state of Odisha.

According to East Coast Railway
(ECoR) sources, 226 km of the total
301 km stretch of the Khurda Road—
Bolangir New Rail Line project has

Vigilance arrests AEE in DA case

PNN & AGENCIES

Khurda Road up to Daspalla on one
end and from Bolangir up to Pur-
nakatak on the other.

The remaining 75 km stretch be-
tween Daspalla and Purnakatak,
which includes seven tunnels cur-
rently under construction, is pro-
gressing steadily.

The successful daylighting of
Tunnel T-4 is a significant achieve-
ment that is expected to accelerate
construction and bring the project
closer to its goal of connecting Odi-
sha’s coastal region with its western
hinterland—promoting seamless
travel, regional integration, and
economic development.

Athamallik, April 17: The Vigi-
lance department Thursday arrested
Ram Chandra Satpathy, Assistant Ex-
ecutive Engineer (AEE) of Athamal-
lik block, in connection with a dispro-

portionate assets (DA) case.

Satpathy was produced before the

court later in the day.

During a search operation con-
ducted by Vigilance officials, Sat-

pathy was found in possession of
disproportionate assets, including a
double-storeyed building, 22 high-val-
ue plots, approximately 350 grams of
gold ornaments, bank deposits ex-
ceeding%1.16 crore, and cash amount-
ing to 323.95 lakh (seized from his
son-in-law’s house).

He was unable to provide a satisfac-
tory explanation for the assets.

The investigation is ongoing,
Vigilance sources said.
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Government of India
Ministry of Corporate Affairs
Centre for Processing Accelerated
Corporate Exit (C-PACE),
IICA Building, 7th Floor,

ard FRER

Wuéﬁﬁv

aﬂéaﬂé@ﬁn

e P- 6, 7 8 Plot P- 6, 7, 8, Sector-5,
3“% IMT Manesar,
ﬂ?ﬂﬂa 122050 Gurgaon, Haryana - 122050

Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in
Form No. STK - 6

PUBLIC NOTICE

[Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 and rule 7
of the Companies (Removal of Names of Companies from the Register of Companies) Rules, 2016]

Public Notice: C-PACE/STK-2/248(2)/B1/2025-26/20 Date: 01/04/2025
Reference:

In the matter of striking off or removal of names of (73) companies in the state of Odisha under section

248 of the Companies Act, 2013 in respect of:

S. No. | Work Item } CIN Company Name
AB2828553 [U525900R20190PC030790 |PRESIDENTIAL PLANTEXA (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED
2 AB2947115 | U749990R2017PTC027521 | AWALK INNOVATIONS PRIVATE LIMITED

3 AB2954927 | U729000R2021PTC036277 |IPREDICT RENEWABLES PRIVATE LIMITED

4 AB2997544 | U242970R2022PTC039131 | BIOMIMETIC INNOVATIONS PRIVATE LIMITED

5 AB3023156 | U231000R2012PTC016267 |LAPANGA CARBON PRIVATE LIMITED
6

7

8

Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

AB3027937 |U461010R20220PC040514 |PBBM ENTERPRISES (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED
AB3030333 | U512200R2010PTC012148 | GOPALJI'S FOODWORLD PRIVATE LIMITED
AB3030485 | U809030R2021PTC036678 | CHIDDIK PRIVATE LIMITED

9 AB3037277 | U861000D2023PTC044369 | CHAKKADOLA HOSPITAL PRIVATE LIMITED

10 AB3043457 |U479120D20230PC042567 [MERTUSH VENTURES (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED

1 AB3083326 | U748990R20220PC041204 |COURTIER ADVISORS (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED

12 AB3097647 | U701090R2017PTC027851 |SOLASTA DEVELOPERS PRIVATE LIMITED

13 AB3098054 | U512200R2010PTC011921 |BAHETI BUSINESS PRIVATE LIMITED
(2) Notice is hereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received applications from the above-mentioned companies
under section 248(2) of the Companies Act, 2013 for removal of its/their name (s) from the register of companies either
on the ground that they have failed to commence business within one year of their incorporation or on the ground that
the company(ies) is/are not carrying on any business or operation for a period of two immediately preceding financial
years and has/have not made any application (s) within such period for obtaining the status of a dormant company under
section 455 of the Companies Act, 2013 or the company(ies) have obtained the status of dormant company/subscribers
to the memorandum have not paid the subscription which they had undertaken to pay at the time of incorporation of
a company and a declaration to this effect has not been filed within one hundred and eighty days of its incorporation
under subsection (1) of section 104/ have not been carrying on any business or operations, as revealed after the physical
verification carried out under sub-section (9) of section 12, but it/they do not wish to continue its/their registration as
companies and have, therefore, requested for removal/strike off of its/their names from the register of companies.
(3) Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike off the names of the above-mentioned
companies from the Register of Companies.
(4) Any person objecting to the proposed removal or striking off name of the companies from the register of companies
may send his or her objection to the office address mentioned here above within thirty days from the date of publication
of this notice. Irkan Tirkey

Assistant Registrar

Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit

CBC 07123/11/0046/2526
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Whenever in your life, you meet

with a hardship, take it as a

boon from the Divine’s Grace

and it will become so

THE MOTHER

Thucydides Trap

and history. From promoting unproven treatments for COVID-19

U S President Donald Trump is not known for respecting science

to insisting that any discussion of shameful elements of Amer-
ica’s past is “divisive,” he prefers to manipulate them for political
ends. One wonders whether he realizes, when he waxes nostalgic about
America’s historical “greatness,” that he is usually referring to times
when the United States was a geopolitical weakling.

Trump’s invocation of the Monroe Doctrine is a case in point. When
President James Monroe asserted in 1823 that the Western Hemisphere
was solely the domain of the US, America was far from establishing
itself as a global power. And while it has been used to rationalize US
intervention and imperialism since then, Monroe's original vision was
focused on keeping European colonialism at bay. It certainly would
not justify Trump's ambition to assert US sovereignty over Canada,
Greenland, and the Panama Canal, even as his embrace of geopolitical
spheres of interest effectively legitimizes efforts by other powers — Isra-
el and Turkey in Syria, Russia in Ukraine - to seize territory by force.

Similarly, Trump justifies his embrace of high tariffs by pointing out
that they were a feature of the Gilded Age, when rapid industrialization
fueled prosperity in the US. But, again, he is referring to a neriod - the

late 1870s to the early 1900s — when America's
global clout was relatively modest. While the
US was already a rising economic power, it
was not yet "at its richest" by any means. In-
flation-adjusted GDP per capita is around six
times higher today than in the 1890s — which
was also a period of peak economic inequality.
Moreover, after the McKinley tariffs of
1890 — named for their Republican architect,
then-Representative William McKinley — in-
creased average duties on all imports from 38%
t049.5%, the party was soundly defeated in that
year's midterm elections, in one of the biggest
partisan swings in US history. The tariffs also
indirectly contributed to the Panics of 1890 and
1893, which, at the time, was the worst econom-
ic downturn the US had ever experienced.
Invoking the era before 1913, when the feder-
al income tax was introduced, Trump has also
floated the idea of using tariffs to finance the
entire US government budget. This reflects not
only a gross misunderstanding of how tariffs
~work — Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick
says it would amount to "let[ting] all the out-
siders pay," even though tariffs are paid by im-
porters —but also a total disregard for historical
experience and mathematical reality.
Tariff revenues could not cover the US gov-
ernment's expenses in the early 1900s, and they
certainly could not do so today, no matter how

Shlomo Ben-Ami

Far from
fighting to
uphold the

system that
it leads, the
US is taking a
wrecking ball
to it. China
just needs to
sit back and
watch

many civil servants the unelected billionaire Elon Musk and his De-
partment of Government Efficiency fire, or how many agencies they
gut or programs they defund. After all, America's biggest budget items
are Social Security (enacted in 1935) and Medicare (created in 1965),

which Americans have no interest in losing.

The foreign-aid commitments, responsibilities to NATO and other
allies, and investments in scientific research that the Trump admin-
_istration decries amount to a much smaller share of the US public
budget. More important, they bring tremendous dividends, in the
form of US global influence, stability, and prosperity. In fact, the Pax
Americana that reflected and perpetuated American "greatness" was
always based on a broadly beneficial, but primarily self-serving, system
of economic, military, and cultural projection — precisely the system

that Trump is now destroying.

The Trump administration has effectively declared open season on
the scientific institutions that have made it the world's leading inno-
vation powerhouse. It has subdued Ivy League universities, purged
the Department of Health and Human Services, and moved to slash
funding for world-renowned scientific research institutions, including
the National Science Foundation, the National Institutes of Health,
the Department of Energy, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. As the US cuts funding for research and development,
China is pouring money into it, having invested $52 billion in R&D

last year —up 10% from 2023.

Moreover, the Trump administration is dismantling US foreign-aid
programs, including the US Agency for International Development, a
leading tool of US soft power. Trump has also withdrawn the US from
the World Health Organization and the Paris climate agreement, while
embracing coercive bilateral deal-making, such as his effort to control

Ukraine's endowment of critical minerals.

The US appears eager to turn even Europe, its closest partner, into
an enemy, potentially driving it to pursue deeper engagement with
China. In light of its plans to borrow heavily to finance increased
defense spending, the European Union might even find itself sharing
China's desire to dethrone the dollar as the leading global reserve
currency. If the dollar does fall, however, it will be the Trump ad-
ministration, not Europe or China, that pushed it. Already, Trump's
tariffs are fueling a crisis of confidence in the greenback, reflected in

rising yields for US Treasuries.

For years, commentators have been fretting about the so-called
Thucydides Trap: When an incumbent hegemon (the US) fears a ris-
ing challenger (China), war becomes inevitable. But Trump has now
turned the concept on its head. Far from fighting to uphold the system
that it leads, the US is taking a wrecking ball to it. China just needs

to sit back and watch.

The writer, a former Israeli foreign minister, is
Vice President of the Toledo International Center for Peace.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

[l 1775: Paul Revere, a renowned silversmith, is better remembered as a folk
hero of the American Revolution who this night in 1775 made a dramatic
ride on horseback to warn Boston-area residents of an imminent attack by

British troops.

©PROJECT SYNDICATE

[l 1906: San Francisco was rocked by an earthquake caused by slippage along
the San Andreas Fault. About 3000 people died in the disaster. Over 80
percent of the city was destroyed by the quake and resulting fires.

[l 1942: U.S. Lieutenant Colonel James H. Doolittle led 16 B-25 bombers on
a spectacular surprise attack on Tokyo and other Japanese cities; the
Doolittle Raid, as it became known, caused little damage but boosted Allied

morale.

Il 1949: Ireland becomes an independent republic. Six counties in the northern
part of the island remained in the Commonwealth, leading to a decades-
long ethno-nationalist conflict that culminated in The Troubles.

Il 1956: Abandoning her Hollywood career, American actress Grace Kelly
wed Rainier Ill, prince de Monaco, in a civil ceremony; an opulent religious
ceremony took place the following day. The wedding celebrations for the
Prince of Monaco and the glamorous U.S. actress were broadcast around
the world and enthused the population of war-torn Europe.

M 1980: Zimbabwe achieved independence from the United Kingdom.
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BEUJING IS
DEVIOUSLY
SNEAKING INTO
SOUTH ASIA, TO
ENCIRCLE INDIA
BY A HOSTILE
NEIGHBOURHOOD

e latest in India-Ban-
ladesh ties is the ban
on imports of yarn
from India by Bangla-
desh through land and ports.
It may have been done in re-
taliation to New Delhi stopping
the transshipment facility for
Bangladeshi goods through
ports and airports. This act by
India has apparently been pro-
voked by Mohammed Yunus’
‘Freudian slip’ or deliberate
statement during his tour to
China. He said that Northeast
India is landlocked, while Ban-
gladesh is the guardian of the
ocean for the region and could
be the gateway for China’s in-
fluence in Northeast India.
Mohammad Yunus, an
84-year-old, has been an aca-
demic, with little experience in
politics. He earned unrivalled
reputation through the Grameen
Bank, an institution he created
to lend money to poor rural
women entrepreneurs to do
business and earn their living.
This scheme became such a big
success that Yunus was awarded
with the Noble Prize. His inter-
national reputation persuaded
the Bangladesh military to in-
stall him as the ‘titular head’
of the government. Bangladesh
military still has the remote.
Be that as it may, under
pressure from the military
and from pro-Pak and pro-Chi-
na forces, Yunus is behaving
strangely. He did show some of
his own self when he appealed
to rioters to stop tormenting
the Hindu minorities. But that
was a natural human display of
sympathy and solidarity. The
physical violence may have
subsided, but Hindus continue
to live in fear and insecurity.
This is a major cause of con-
cern for New Delhi. Second,
Yunus, due to his geopolitical
inexperience, is playing into
the manipulation of China. Bei-
jing is deviously sneaking into
South Asia, to encircle India by
a hostile neighbourhood.
Beijing mollycoddled Nepal

GDP calculations

Santosh Kumar
Mohapatra

IF GDP IS
INFLATED
THROUGH
ACCOUNTING
GIMMICKS,

IT MISLEADS
POLICYMAKERS,
CAMOUFLAGES
DISTRESS AND
CREATES A
DECEPTIVE
IMAGE OF THE
ECONOMY’S
VIVACITY

violability of GDP figures
israrely questioned. These
numbers serve as a key barom-
eter of economic health, and a
symbol of national wealth,
though GDP does not measure
wellbeing of society. If GDP is
inflated through accounting
gimmicks, it misleads policy-
makers, camouflages distress
and creates a deceptive image
of the economy’s vivacity.
India’s GDP may be on an
upward trajectory as propagat-
ed, but a conceptual battle is
raging in the country between
economists and statisticians
over how accurate India’s data
actually is. Recently, Hotmail
co-founder Sabeer Bhatia made
a derisive attack on India’s GDP
computation, calling it a case of
basic math gone awry and does
not capture the nation’s genuine
progress. He remarked, “The
whole country is lying, our GDP
is all wrong.” He argued that
current metrics focus too heavily
on financial transactions rather
than real, productive effort and
stressed that mere financial
transactions shouldn’t be equat-
ed with actual work or productiv-
ity. He contrasted this with the
US model, where economic value
is linked to the time spent work-
ing and the results of that effort.
GDP is measured through

In public discourse, the in-

FOCUS INDO-BANGLA TIES

NO SIGN OF REVIVAL
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India is presently using the carrot and stick
policy. The suspension of transshipment
facility has hit Bangladesh hard, especially
its garment industry, which is its major
export industry

against India by flaunting its
surplus money. It did the same
in Maldives, Sri Lanka and
now Bangladesh. Pakistan is
a different case. It has become
avassal state of China. Beijing
uses Pakistan against India
wherever it sniffs an opening.
The Chinese game plan aims at
browbeating India by seducing
away her smaller neighbours.
It is indeed sad that Bangla-
desh fails to see the long-term
benefits of associating with In-
dia. The present young gener-
ation of Bangladeshis may not
remember the pain and horror
of the 1971 partition. Without
the active intervention of In-
dia, the violent and ghoulish
occupation of the country by
Pakistan would have continued
unabated. America was trying
to caution as well as counsel
India against it. But India and
its Prime Minister Indira inter-
vened. The rest is history.
Seikh Hasina gratefully ac-
knowledges the contribution of
India to the liberation of Ban-
gladesh. She had gone through
the trauma and torment with
her father, Seikh Mujibur
Rehman, who spearheaded
the liberation movement. At
any rate, one could not live in
the past. New Delhi could hard-
ly expect eternal obligation
of Bangladesh for liberating

production/output, expen-
diture and income methods.
Under the production/output
approach, we first compute
the value added by the three
major sectors - Agriculture,
Industry and Services. The sum
of value addition is called GVA.
Further, if we add product taxes
and subtract product subsidies
from GVA, we get GDP. Prod-
uct taxes include GST, excise
duties, VAT, and import and
export duties. Product subsi-
dies include subsidies on food,
petroleum and fertilizers. Thus,
the difference between GDP and
GVA is based on the growth rat-
ed in taxes and subsidies.

A sharp divergence between
real GDP and real GVA growth
is found which is a matter of se-
rious concern. Due to the high-
er amount of indirect taxes like
GST, excise on petroleum prod-
ucts and reduction of subsidies,
GDP is found to be higher than
GVA. Both increase of indirect
taxes and reduction of subsidies
are regressive and adversely
affect the poor. It means GDP
grows even when the poor suffer.

The US calculates GDP, and by
extension, GDP per hour worked,
using a combination of approach-
es, including the expenditure
approach, the income approach,
and the output approach.

India presents its GDP num-

it. Remember how Germany
psychologically turned against
America although it rebuilt the
war-torn country with the lat-
ter’s money that came under
the Marshall Plan.

The mistake of basking in
the reflected glory of the past
should not continue to be com-
mitted by India. New Delhi has
to deal with Bangladesh as it is
today-- rising Islamic radical-
ism, a generation unconnected
with the liberation movement,
caught in crosshairs of India
vs Pakistan and China, and
Trump’s America given Yunus’
expressed liking for Democrats.

Second, New Delhi should
not repeat the strategic mis-
take it did in Nepal at one point
in time. That is when it sup-
ported the Madhesis in relation
to the government in Kathman-
du. New Delhi should deal with
Bangladesh, not just Seikh
Hasina. The resentment, and
later, revolt occurred against
Hasina when she made reser-
vation in jobs for 1971 freedom
fighters’ family members. They
were already getting a pension.
Hasina became overconfident
heedless of the shimmering
discontent that blew in her face
consuming her government.

Third, New Delhi should
not let Dhaka slip away into
the Chinese camp. India is

presently using the carrot and
stick policy. The suspension of
transshipment facility has hit
Bangladesh hard, especially its
garment industry, which is its
major export industry. Thou-
sands of workers are scared of
losing their jobs. Bangladeshi
media has reacted sharply for
incurring the displeasure of
New Delhi and the consequent
cancellation of the facility.
Finally, New Delhi should
treat the deterioration of In-
dia-Bangladesh ties as a conse-
quence of Chinese attempt to
sting India through her neigh-
bours. India can no longer ig-
nore the hard fact that China
is her biggest threat. New Delhi
should deal with China, but not
get carried away by Beijing’s de-
ceptive benevolence of granting
easy visas to 85,000 Indians. Bei-
jing’s overtures are a desperate
reaction to American tearing
tariffs of 245% on Chinese ex-
ports. Some of us have written
trees of articles to alert South
block to the lurking menace of
China. The External Affairs
Minister, thankfully, has re-
cently publicly acknowledged
that India could no longer ig-
nore that China is a problem.
New Delhi’s robust geopolitical
strategy towards China should
be to restore friendship and
normalcy with all her neigh-
bours except Pakistan which
is incorrigible at its best.
India-Bangladesh relations
consist of multiple intercon-
nected ties. Bangladesh should
seek to snap them at its own
peril. India should also be
sensitive to the current polit-
ical instability in Bangladesh
which would pass. Let the
wise words of former Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
continue to ring in the South
Block: “We can change our
friends, but we cannot change
our neighbours.”
The writer is Professor
of Practice, NIIS Group of
Institutions.
©INFA

gone awry

bers in two forms: current pric-
es and constant prices. GDP at
current prices — or nominal
GDP — provides the value of
output at the prices prevailing
at the time. GDP is usually more
meaningful at “constant” pric-
esor in “real” terms — netting
out the effect of price changes
measured through price defla-
tor. This deflator is a statistical
tool derived from our inflation
data, and is also the core reason
for the economists’ third issue
with India's GDP data. India's
former CEA Arvind Subrama-
nian argues that we are using
the wrong deflator and so our
real GDP growth is actually
significantly lower than what
the government is presenting.
The IMF, in its annual staff
report on India released in Jan-
uary 2020 too had raised doubts
over India’s methodology to
calculate GDP numbers, saying
certain changes to historical se-
ries and discrepancies between
GDP by activity and GDP by ex-
penditure have made the growth
calculation process complex. It
has further pointed out discrep-
ancies in calculating deflation,
which is used to convert GDP at
current prices to constant prices.
In 2015, India refurbished its
GDP computation methodology.
The CSO adopted the UN-recom-
mended GVA method, changed

the base year to 2011-12, and
switched to data from the Minis-
try of Corporate Affairs’ MCA21
database. Theoretically, this
brought India in line with glob-
al best practices. But there was
a problem. The new database
included over 500,000 compa-
nies, many of which were found
to be non-existent or inactive in
a 2016 survey by the NSO. This
may have contributed to overes-
timation of GDP growth rates, es-
pecially in the corporate sector.
Former RBI Governor Raghur-
am Rajan had criticized the way
the new GDP series was intro-
duced, citing concerns about its
opacity and haste.

In September 2023, Princeton
professor Ashoka Mody in an ar-
ticle titled “India's Fake Growth
Story” claimed that India's GDP
calculation and growth story is
fake. He pointed out that the
NSO did not adhere to the in-
ternational best practice while
correcting discrepancies in its
official data between two meth-
ods of estimating GDP — the pro-
duction/output method and the
expenditure method. Further,
India’s abysmal position in var-
ious international indices with
low per-capita income indicates
that our GDP is overestimated.

The writer is an
Odisha-based
economist and columnist.
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Overstepping authority

Sir, The Constitution has laid out a clear framework where
governors have limited discretion and role in the government.
The established norm is that as an independent and bipartisan
authority, a governor needs to discharge his duties impartially,
irrespective of his political affiliations. But for over a decade now,
India has witnessed the weaponisation of the governor's office.
State after state not ruled by the BJP has had governors sitting
on bills indefinitely, attempting to overrule state decisions and
generally making life difficult for duly elected governments. They
have become extensions of the politics of the ruling party. In that
light, the Supreme Court recently pulling up Tamil Nadu Governor
RN Ravi for overstepping his role by unduly delaying assent to
multiple bills, was significant and it reopened the debate on the
role of Raj Bhavans across the country. The governor’s position
was created after Independence because there was a fear that In-
dia’s unity would be in danger in the absence of Delhi-appointed
Governors at that time. India has travelled a long way since then
and perhaps it’s time to rethink the very need of this office..
Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI

Forensic training

Sir, The application of scientific principles to crimi-
nal cases is of great significance because it contributes
immensely towards timely justice. Besides, innocent
people should not suffer for no fault of theirs. By the
same token, the abysmal conviction rates in criminal
cases need to be corrected, and foolproof collection of
evidence, its interpretation and reporting cannot be
stressed more. DNA match test, fingerprint collection
and analysis, and toxicology are extremely important.
Apart from MD in forensic medicine, there are several
Master of Science (MSc) courses that impart knowledge
to students. The National Forensic Sciences Universi-
ty, established in 2009 at Gandhinagar, and elevated to
national university status in 2020, is in the forefront of
forensic training offering MSc in different branches
of forensic science. As Home Minister Amit Shah told
a conference recently, nine such campuses are on the
anvil which is good news.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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Heavy rain, thunderstorm
In several parts of Himachal

AN EIGHT-YEAR-OLD CHILD, IDENTIFIED AS ABHISHEK KUMAR, DIED

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shimla, April 17: Heavy rain
accompanied by thunderstorms
and hailstorms lashed several
parts of Himachal Pradesh,
uprooting trees and disrupting
power supply as several areas
in Shimla remained without
electricity for hours.

Pine and other trees fell on
the huts of the migrants due to
heavy storm at night in Hamir-
pur’s Barsar.

An eight-year-old child, iden-
tified as Abhishek Kumar, died
after a tree fell on a hut while
he was sleeping inside. The
child was taken to Barsar Civ-
il Hospital where the doctors
declared him dead.

Gondla in Lahaul and Spiti
received 1 cm of snow since

“Wednesday evening.

Seobagh in Kullu district
recorded the highest rainfall
of 28.8 mm followed by La-
haul-Spiti’s Kukumseri 23.8
mm and Narkanda 18 mm, the

[#3 ~14 =
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The weather
department has
issued an “orange”
alert of hailstorm
and heavy rain and
snow at isolated
parts of the state
Thursday and
Friday and warned
of thunderstorm,
lightning and gusty
winds in 12 districts

MeT office Thursday said.

Horticulture and Revenue
Minister Jagat Singh Negi
said that hailstorms were wit-
nessed in several areas, causing
damage to crops like apple and
other fruits which were in flow-
ering stage.

The loss is being estimated,
he added. The minister said

AFTER A TREE FELL ON A HUT WHILE HE WAS SLEEPING INSIDE

that roads have been blocked
due to falling of trees.

Some houses have been dam-
aged according to reports, said
Negi and added the restoration
work is going on.

The weather department
has issued an “orange” alert
of hailstorm and heavy rain
and snow at isolated parts of
the state Thursday and Friday
and warned of thunderstorm,
lightning and gusty winds in
12 districts. The thunderstorms
and hailstorms Wednesday up-
rooted trees, blew off the roofs
of makeshift houses and caused
power outages in several areas,
including Shimla where power
supply was restored this morn-
ing after nearly 10 hours.

Some vehicles were also
crushed under trees in Shimla.

Mandi recorded 17.6 mm
rainfall, Dharamshala 17 mm,
Chamba 16 mm, Kalpa 15.6 mm
and Kufri 15 mm while the tour-
ist resorts of Kasauli received
14.4 mm rain, Dalhousie 10 mm,
Shimla 9.6 mm and Manali 6.8
mm, the MeT office said.

There was a significant fall
in the minimum temperatures.
Lahaul and Spiti’s Keylong was
the coldest at night with a low
of 0.5 degree Celsius.

However, no major change
was seen in the maximum tem-
peratures.

Una was hottest during the
day recording a high of 37.2 de-
grees Celsius.

The rain deficit during the
ongoing pre-monsoon season
from March 1 to April 17 is 38
per cent as the state received
93.2 mm of rain against normal
rainfall of 151.3 mm.

TN sees increased
tourist footfalls

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, April 17: Tamil Na-
du has been witnessing an in-
crease in tourist activity and
the state welcomed over 30.80
crore tourists, including 11.62
lakh foreign nationals during
2024, the government informed
Thursday.

Last year, over 30.68 crore do-
mestic tourists visited the state
where hospitality is deep-root-
ed in its ancient traditions, a
policy note on Tourism tabled
in the Assembly by Minister R
Rajendran, holding the portfo-
lio, said.

The number of tourist ar-
rivals in 2023 was 28.71 crore,
including 11.75 lakh foreign
tourists. “Tamil Nadu stood at
second place in India in attract-
ing domestic tourists in 2024,”
the note stated.

“Tourist visits to Tamil Nadu
serve as a vital component of
the state’s growth. The state’s
diverse geography, rich cul-
tural heritage and picturesque
environment position it as a
highly sought-after destination
for both domestic and interna-
tional tourists, contributing
significantly to its economic
development,” it said.

Later, winding up the debate
on the demand for grants to his
department, Rajendran said a
detailed project report will be
prepared to ensure modern
infrastructure at the popular
tourist destinations across the
state for Rs 100 crore.

TN to install Thiruvalluvar’s statue at JNU

THE INITIATIVE AIMS TO PROMOTE THE TIMELESS VALUES OF THIRUVALLUVAR’S LITERARY
MASTERPIECE, THE THIRUKKURAL, AMONG STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS ACROSS THE COUNTRY

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, April 17: Tamil
Nadu Minister for Tamil De-
velopment, Information and
Publicity, MP Saminathan,
has announced that a statue
of the revered Tamil poet,
philosopher, and saint Thi-
ruvalluvar will be installed at
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) in Delhi at an estimated
cost of Rs 50 lakh.

According to the minister,
the statue will be erected near
the International Auditorium
on the JNU campus. The ini-
tiative aims to promote the
timeless values of Thiruval-
luvar’s literary masterpiece,
the Thirukkural, among stu-
dents and scholars across
the country.

The announcement follows
an earlier commitment made
by JNU Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit
during a function commemo-
rating Tamil poet Subramania

Bharathi, where she stated that
a statue of Thiruvalluvar would
be established on campus.

Thiruvalluvar is the author
of the Thirukkural, an ancient
Tamil text consisting of 1,330
couplets that cover the moral,
economic, and emotional di-
mensions of life, grouped un-
der three main sections: Aram
(Virtue), Porul (Wealth), and
Inbam (Love).

It may be noted that a
41-metre-tall (135 ft) stone
statue of Thiruvalluvar al-
ready stands on a small is-
land off the coast of Kanyaku-
mari in Tamil Nadu. Sculpt-
ed by renowned architect V.
Ganapati Sthapati, who also
designed the Iraivan Temple
in Hawaii, the statue was
inaugurated on January 1,
2000, by then Chief Minister
M. Karunanidhi to mark the
new millennium. On January
1, 2025, during its silver ju-
bilee celebrations, the Tamil
Nadu government officially

designated the monument as
the ‘Statue of Wisdom’.

The statue’s combined
height, including its 38-foot
(12-metre) pedestal, is 133 feet,
symbolising the 133 chapters
of the Thirukkural. The pedes-
tal represents the 38 chapters
of Virtue, while the statue
itself embodies the themes of
Wealth and Love. Thiruvallu-
var’s right hand, with three
fingers pointing skyward, sig-
nifies the unity of the three
sections of the Kural.

Positioned at 61 metres
(200 feet) above sea level,
the monument also features
a graceful bend at the waist,
reminiscent of the cosmic
dance poses of Hindu dei-
ties like Nataraja. The entire
structure weighs approxi-
mately 7,000 tonnes.

The proposed statue at JNU
is expected to serve as a cul-
tural bridge and an enduring
symbol of Tamil heritage in
the national capital.

TN melts 1,000 kg temple
gold, earns 317.81cr interest

Gold articles offered to the temples but not used for the deities were converted into
24-carat bars by melting them in the government mint, Mumbai, and invested
in the State Bank of India under the Gold Investment Scheme

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, April 17: Over 1,000
kg of gold articles offered to 21
temples across Tamil Nadu
by devotees but lying unused
were melted and converted in-
to 24-carat bars and deposited
in banks. This investment of
gold bars is fetching it an an-
nual interest of Rs 17.81 crore,
the government said Thursday.

Gold articles offered to the
temples but not used for the
deities were converted into
24-carat bars by melting them
in the government mint, Mum-
bai, and invested in the State
Bank of India under the Gold
Investment Scheme.

“The interest accrued from
the investment is used for the
development of the temples
concerned,” a policy note on
the Hindu Religious and Char-
itable Endowments Department
tabled in the Assembly by Min-
ister PK Sekar Babu, holding
the portfolio, said.

Three committees headed
by retired justices have been

constituted, one each for the
three regions in the state to
oversee the implementation of
the scheme.

Giving details on the in-
vestment of gold bars as of
March 31, 2025, the note said,
“10,74,123.488 pure gold ob-
tained in grams from 21 temples
fetched Rs 1,781.25 lakh as in-
terest accruing per year deter-
mined according to the value of
gold at the time of investment.”

Among the shrines, the Arul-
migu Mariamman Temple in
Samayapuram, Tiruchirap-
palli district, contributed the

Bomb threats to chief
secy, Mandi DC offices;
authorities on alert

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shimla/Mandi, April 17: Af-
ter the deputy commissioner’s
office in Mandi received a bomb
threat email Wednesday, Him-
achal Pradesh Chief Secretary
Prabodh Saxena said Thursday
that a similar threat mail was
sent to his office in Shimla on
the same day.

The email referred to the
chief secretary’s office located
inside the Secretariat complex
in Shimla, claiming that some-
thing is going to happen in
Tamil Nadu and the timing to
execute the threat in Himachal
Pradesh would be adjusted ac-
cordingly, sources said.

Speaking to the PTI, Saxena
said that two threat mails were
received Wednesday, one at his
office in Shimla and the other
at the deputy commissioner’s
(DC) office in Mandi.

The origin of both the emails
is being traced, and if neces-
sary, help would be sought from
the central agencies to arrest
the culprits, Saxena said.

“Both the offices were vacat-
ed and sanitised on Wednes-
day. While nothing suspicious
has been found so far, the
authorities have been put on
high alert,” the chief secre-
tary said, adding that security
has been strengthened at both
the locations.

Similar threats were re-
ceived by some schools and
airlines in the recent past but
fortunately nothing untoward
happened, he added.

“A threat to the Secretariat
should not be taken lightly, as
it is a serious issue. Similar
threats were received at the
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya and
other places. The NIA, state
police and the CID should work
together and probe the matter,”
state PWD minister Vikramad-
itya Singh said.

Police registered a case
Monday after former minister
Virendra Kanwar received a
call threatening to kidnap and
kill him for ransom.

In Mandi, the employees at
the DC office were allowed to
attend work Thursday after
security checks. However, an
appeal has been made to the
public not to visit the office
premises unless they have
some urgent work.

Mandi SP Sakshi Verma
said the office was cleared af-
ter teams from the bomb squad,
CISF, dog squad, and three po-
lice teams from Mandi, Kul-
lu and Bilaspur thoroughly
checked the premises.

PANGI DECLARED FIRST NATURAL FARMING SUBDIVISION

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE UNIQUE CHALLENGES OF THE REGION, CHIEF MINISTER ASSURED SUFFICIENT FUNDS FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF MAHILA MANDAL BHAWANS AND DECLARED THAT SACH WILL BE GIVEN THE STATUS OF SUB-TEHSIL

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chamba, April 17: In a first,
the state-level Himachal Day
celebrations were held Tuesday
in the remote and picturesque
Killar region of Pangi Valley in
Chamba district, where Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu declared it the state’s
first natural farming subdivi-
sion.

Prime Minister Indira Gand-
hi was the first Prime Minister
to visit Pangi way back in 1984.

A large number of people
gathered at the helipad ground
to witness and participate in
the 78th Himachal Day cele-
brations.

Chief Minister Sukhu con-
veyed his greetings to the
people on this occasion. He
remembered the immense
contributions of former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi and the
first Chief Minister of Himach-
al Pradesh, Y S Parmar, in se-

curing statehood for the state.

While addressing the func-
tion, CM Sukhu announced
that the Udaipur-Killar road
improvement is a top priority
of the government and the mat-
ter has been taken up with the
Union government, resulting
in the tender process nearing
completion.

He directed the administra-
tions of Lahaul-Spiti and Cham-
ba districts to complete all nec-
essary formalities and expedite
the road construction work.

He announced to make Pangi
subdivision as the state’s first
natural farming subdivision
and sanctioned Rs 5 crore re-
volving fund for this purpose.

He announced a Rs 60 per
kg minimum support price for
naturally grown barley and set
up a milk processing plant in
Pangi.

To strengthen power supply
in the valley, he said the gov-
ernment is working on projects

of Rs 62 crore.

He said Rs 5 crore is being
spent on laying an 11 KV line
from Tindi to Shaur and an-
nounced Rs 45.50 crore for lay-
ing a 33 KV line from Thirot to
Killar.

Taking into account the

unique challenges of the region,
he assured sufficient funds for
the construction of Mahila
Mandal bhawans and declared
that Sach will be given the sta-
tus of sub-tehsil.

To improve transportation
services, he announced 20

new bus permits for the val-
ley, along with a 40 per cent
subsidy on bus purchases and
a four-month exemption from
road tax.

Further, the Chief Minister
announced the opening of a
Rajiv Gandhi Day Boarding
School in Pangi Valley and
the development of the Civil
Hospital in Killar into Adarsh
Swasthya Sansthan. He de-
clared a 50 per cent waiver on
registration fees for homestays
and announced Rs 1.5 crore for
the improvement of link roads
in the valley.

The Chief Minister said that
former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi shared a deep con-
nection with the Pangi valley
and was the first PM to visit
the place in 1984, after which
the development of the region
gained momentum.

He said the government has
made efforts to revive the econ-
omy by introducing changes in

policies and laws, resulting in
significant improvements in
Himachal Pradesh’s financial
condition.

The government has fulfilled
six out of its 10 guarantees
and has taken several steps to
strengthen the rural economy.

The government is offer-
ing a minimum support price
for milk, as well as for wheat,
maize, and turmeric cultivated
through natural farming.

A total of 1.58 lakh farmers
practicing natural farming
have been certified in the state.

CM Sukhu said under the Ag-
riculture Interest Subvention
Scheme, a one-time settlement
policy will be introduced this
year through banks to benefit
farmers whose land is on the
verge of auction.

Under this policy, farmers
will be able to repay agricul-
tural loans of up to Rs 3 lakh,
with the government paying 50
per cent of the interest.

maximum of 4,24,266.491 grams
(about 424.26 kg) of gold for the
investment scheme.

Permission has been granted
to melt the ‘unused and unus-
able’ silver items in the temples
under the control of the HR&CE
Department into pure silver
bars by the government-ap-
proved private silver smelting
companies on the premises of
the temples in the presence of
zonal committees headed by
three judges. “Accordingly,
steps are currently being taken
to melt the unused silver items
in the temples,” it said.

TN leaders pay
tributes to Dheeran
Chinnamalai

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, April 17: Tamil Na-
du Governor RN Ravi, Chief
Minister MK Stalin and oth-
ers paid tributes to freedom
fighter Dheeran Chinnamalai
on his 269th birth anniversary
Thursday.

Grateful nation pays heart-
felt tribute to Dheeran Chin-
namalai on his birth anniver-
sary, Ravi said.

Stalin and his cabinet col-
leagues paid floral tributes to
a decorated portrait of Chin-
namalai at Guindy here, where
the freedom fighter’s statue is
installed.

TNCC President K Selvape-
runthagai among others were

PAs.  FREEDOM
MK gen-  F|GHTER'S
eral secre-
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Leader of

Opposition in the assembly,
Edappadi K Palaniswami and
party leaders also paid floral
tributes to Chinnamalai at the
venue later.

Paying glowing tributes to
Chinnamalai, Governor Ravi
hailed him as “a legendary free-
dom fighter and valiant son of
Maa Bharati.”

“He was a towering force
of resistance against British
colonial tyranny. With unwav-
ering courage, strategic fore-
sight and unflinching resolve,
he laid a strong foundation for
India’s freedom movement,” a
Raj Bhavan social media post
quoted him as saying.

“At a defining moment in our
history, his visionary leader-
ship sparked a spirit of defiance
that galvanized his contempo-
raries and continues to inspire
generations,” he added.

His legacy lives on and con-
tinues to guide the nation to-
ward a resilient, self-reliant
and prosperous developed
India, shaped by the very ide-
als he so bravely upheld, Ravi
added.

In a post on ‘X,” Stalin said
the prevalence of anti-colonial
mindset in Tamil Nadu even
today was possible due to the
seeds sown by Chinnamalai
after he fought against the
British.

Palaniswami also hailed

Chinnamalai for his valiant
efforts.
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I peaf-mute girl rape:
Man held within 24 hrs

Rampur (UP): A man was
arrested within 24 hours of
allegedly raping an 11-year-
old deaf-and-mute girl, who
was found in a field here
bleeding from her private
parts and with bite marks

on her body, according to
officials. The accused, Daan
Singh (24), was arrested
following a brief exchange of
fire with police Wednesday
night in which he was injured,
the officials said. The girl,
who is undergoing treatment
at a hospital, is in severe
shock and her condition is
stated to be critical, they said.

¥ Grenade attack on
YouTuber’s house

Chandigarh: An Army
jawan posted in Jammu and
Kashmir has been arrested
for allegedly imparting
online training to the man
who hurled a grenade at the
residence of a Jalandhar-
based YouTuber last month,
Punjab Police said Thursday.
A court in Jalandhar sent the
jawan, Sukhcharan Singh,

to five-day police remand,
police officials said. The main
accused, Hardik Kamboj, hurled
the hand grenade at the house
of YouTuber Rozer Sandhu

on the intervening night of
March 15 and 16. However, the
grenade did not explode.

[ 6 killed in collision
between bus, auto

Patan (Gujarat): Six
persons travelling in an
autorickshaw were killed
after their vehicle collided
with a state transport bus
in Gujarat's Patan district
Thursday, police said. An
official said the accident
occurred near Sami village
on the Sami-Radhanpur
highway around 11.30 am.
The state transport bus
was going towards Kutch
from Himmatnagar, while
the three-wheeler was
coming from the opposite
direction, said Patan
District Superintendent of
Police V K Nayi.

I BEST e-bus catches fire

Mumbai: An electric BEST
bus caught fire late Thursday
night near Churchgate station
in south Mumbai, though no
one was hurt in the incident,

a civic official said. The
incident took place at 9:50pm
outside platform number

4 of Churchgate station on
Maharshi Karve road and the
blaze was doused some time
later after four fire engines
and other fire brigade vehicles
were deployed, he said. The
fire was triggered by short
circuit in the battery section of
the bus, the official informed.

By

The move to resume the
Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra and flight services
is part of efforts by India
and China to repair the
ties hit by the over
four-year military
standoff along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in
eastern Ladakh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: India
Thursday said there is a pos-
sibility of resumption of the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
soon and preparations for it
are underway.

India and China have been
looking at resuming the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra as
part of efforts to improve ties af-
ter the two countries completed
disengagement of troops at the
two remaining friction points
of Demchok and Depsang under
the framework of a pact sealed
in October last year.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said both India and China have
agreed in-principle to resume
flight services between the two
sides as well and that relevant
modalities are being worked out.

The move to resume the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra and
flight services is part of efforts
by India and China to repair
the ties hit by the over four-
year military standoff along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
eastern Ladakh.

SNIPPETS

Noted Scottish-born Indian
author Bill Aitken dies at 90

Dehradun: Noted Scottish-born travel writer Bill Aitken, known for

his writings on Indian mountains, rivers, and railways, died here at a
hospital Wednesday night. He was 90. According to a friend, Aitken

was brought to Dehradun a few days ago for treatment after having a
fall at his home in Mussoorie but he made little improvement. Bornin
Scotland in 1934, Aitken travelled across India following his arrival in the
late 1950s, especially in and around Himalayan ashrams of Kausani and
Mirtola. He lived between Delhi and Mussoorie since the 1970s. However,
his travels took him to lesser-known parts of Arunachal Pradesh, Ladakh,
Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Haryana and through the diverse landscapes
of Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu.

EU naval force proposes
joint exercise with India

New Delhi: European Union Naval Force Operation ATALANTA has
proposed conducting a joint exercise with the Indian Navy next month
seeking to boost interoperability and efforts to counter piracy and other
maritime threats. European Union Naval Force Operation ATALANTA

-- EUNAVFOR ATALANTA -- is the EU military operation to contribute

to the maritime security in the Western Indian Ocean and in the Red
Sea. Interacting with reporters at the embassy of the Delegation of the
European Union to India here, its Operation Commander Vice Admiral
Ignacio Villanueva Serrano Thursday said he recognises the Indian Navy
as a "major actor" in the area in which it operates.

Dawoodi Bohra delegation
meets PM, lauds Waqf Act

New Delhi: A delegation of Dawoodi Bohras met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to express their gratefulness to him for the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, which has accommodated some of their key
demands. Officials said the community members told Modi that

it was their long-pending demand as they reposed faith in his
vision of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas'. They were
accompanied by Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju in the
meeting. In a post on X, Modi said, "Had a wonderful meeting with
members of the Dawoodi Bohra community! We talked about a
wide range of issues during the interaction.”
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Our government aims
to bring a smile to the
face of every victim by
providing justice

YOGI ADITYANATH I UP CM

.

External Affairs Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said both India and China have
agreed in-principle to resume flight services
between the two sides as well and that
relevant modalities are being worked out

“We will soon issue a public
notice on the Kailash Mansa-
rovar Yatra and there is a pos-
sibility of resumption of the
Yatra soon,” External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said.

“The Yatra will happen this
year and we are making prepa-
rations. More information will
be put out for the public soon,”
he added. The Kailash Mansa-
rovar Yatra has not taken place
since 2020. On resumption of
flight services, Jaiswal said: “In
principle, both countries have
agreed that flight operations
will resume.” “The technical
teams on both sides are looking
into the technical arrangements

Hindi mandatory

The three-language formula for Classes | to V is a part of the new curriculum implementation under the National Education Policy 2020

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, April 17: Maharash-
tra Government has decided
that Hindi as a third language
will be mandatory for students
in Classes I to V in Marathi and
English-medium schools across
the state, in a departure from
the practice of studying two
languages.

Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) president Raj
Thackeray slammed the move,
adding his party will oppose the
decision vehemently and en-
sure that it is not implemented.

The three-language formu-
la for Classes I to V is a part
of the new curriculum imple-

—1 mentation under the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

The state school education
department has declared a
phase-wise implementation
plan of the new curriculum
framework designed as per the
NEP 2020 recommendations for
school education.

“I want to make it clear that
MNS will not tolerate this de-
cision. We will not allow the
central government's current
efforts to 'Hindi-fy' everything,
to succeed in this state,” Thac-
keray said in a post on X.

“Hindi is not a national lan-
guage. It is a state language like
other languages in the country.
Why should it be taught in Ma-
harashtra from the very begin-
ning? Whatever your trilingual

for the flight services to resume.
The two civil aviation authori-
ties have met and are discussing
the relevant modalities, includ-
ing the updated framework,” he
said.

Last month, India and Chi-
na explored ways to rebuild ties
and agreed to initiate efforts
to promote people-to-people
exchanges, including arrange-
ments for resumption of di-
rect flights as well as Kailash
Manasarovar Yatra this year.
In a meeting in Beijing, the two
sides also discussed resump-
tion of dialogue mechanisms
in a “step-by-step” manner to
utilise them to address each
other’s priority areas of inter-

CRPF TO RAISE SPECIAL
COBRA BATTALION

The Central Reserve Police Force has

decided to raise a special CoBRA bat-
talion for counter-terrorist operations
in Jammu and Kashmir, 17 years after

this jungle warfare unit was raised in  &§

the paramilitary to undertake opera-
tions in Naxal-affected states

est and concern and move the
relations on to a “more stable
and predictable path”.

The relations between the
two countries came under se-
vere strain following the Gal-
wan Valley clashes in 2020. The
meeting in Beijing was held
between Gourangalal Das, the
joint secretary in the MEA's
East Asia division, and Liu
Jinsong, the director general at
the Chinese foreign ministry's
department of Asian affairs.

There have been series of
meetings between India and
China following the disengage-
ment of troops in Depsang and
Demchok. In December, NSA
Doval travelled to Beijing and
held talks with Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi under the frame-
work of Special Representatives
(SR) dialogue on the boundary
question. The decision to revive
the SR mechanism and other
such dialogue formats was tak-
en at a meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
in Kazan October 23 last year.

The Modi-Xi meeting came
two days after India and China
firmed up a disengagement pact
for Depsang and Demchok, the
last two friction points in east-
ern Ladakh.

Yatra to resume soon Judiciary can't direct

Prez of India, act as
super Parl: Dhankhar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
Thursday questioned the judi-
ciary setting a timeline for the
president to take decisions and
act as a “super Parliament”,
saying the Supreme Court can-
not fire a “nuclear missile” at
democratic forces.

Dhankhar’s strong words to
the judiciary came during his
speech to Rajya Sabha interns,
days after the Supreme Court
sought to fix a timeline for the
president to grant assent to the
bills reserved for her consider-
ation by the governor.

"So, we have judges who will
legislate, who will perform ex-
ecutive functions, who will act
as super Parliament and abso-
lutely have no accountability
because the law of the land does
not apply to them," Dhankhar
said. The vice president also
described Article 142, which
grants plenary powers to the
Supreme Court, as a "nuclear
missile against democratic
forces available to the judicia-
ry 24x7".

"Article 142 has become a
nuclear missile against demo-
cratic forces (and) available to
(the) judiciary 24x7," he said.
Article 142 of the Constitution
gives the Supreme Court the
power to issue orders that en-
sure "complete justice" in any
matter before it.

This power is also known as
the Supreme Court's "plenary

Madras HC orders FIR against TN minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, April 17: The Ma-
dras High Court Thursday di-
rected the Tamil Nadu police to
file a case against state Forest
Minister K Ponmudy, following
his recent controversial re-
marks and warned of contempt
if they failed to do so.

The judge, Justice N Anand
Venkatesh, made the observa-
tions orally. Ponmudy created
a controversy recently with
his Shaivism-Vaishnavism re-

..'r“:

formula is, limit it to govern-
ment affairs, do not bring it
to education,” he said. “Why
have you started imposing the
language of another region on
Maharashtra? The very princi-
ple of linguistic regionalization

CONTROVERSIAL REMARKS

marks made in the context of a
sex worker at a public meeting,
drawing widespread criticism,
including from his own party
MP Kanimozhi.

On Thursday, the Court cau-
tioned the police that if they
do not register the FIR against
the DMK leader, it will initiate
suo motu (on its own) contempt
against them. When the suo motu
revision case against Ponmudy
relating to a disproportionate

is being undermined,” the MNS
chief said.

“We are Hindus but not Hin-
di! If you try to paint Maha-
rashtra as Hindi, then there is
bound to be a struggle in Maha-
rashtra,” Thackeray said.

wealth case came up for hear-
ing, Justice Anand Venkatesh
expressed concern over the re-
marks made by the DMK leader.

Earlier in the day, the judge
asked the Advocate General to
get instructions from DGP as to
whether any FIR was registered
against Ponmudy and posted
the case to this evening. When
the case was taken up for hear-
ing in the evening, the judge
asked AG "where is the FIR".
Can this court take that FIR has
been registered.

The MNS chief wondered
why Hindi was being forced on
Maharashtra. “Will you force
Hindi in a southern state? If
you do, the governments there
will be outraged,” he said.

“Today they are forcing lan-
guages upon us, tomorrow they
will issue other such fatwas,”
the MNS chief said.

The Opposition Congress
slammed the state government,
saying the move amounts to the
imposition of Hindi. Current-
ly, only Marathi and English
are being taught as mandatory
languages from Classes I to IV
in these schools. According to
a Government Resolution (GR),
Hindi as a third language will
be compulsory from Class I to V

power". "There is a directive to
the president by a recent judg-
ment. Where are we heading?
"What is happening in the coun-
try? We have to be extremely
sensitive. It is not a question of
someone filing a review or not.
We never bargained for democ-
racy for this day. President be-
ing called upon to decide in a
time-bound manner, and if not,
becomes law," Dhankhar said.

The vice president said his
worries were at a "very highest
level" and he had never thought
in "my life" that he would have
the occasion to see it. He re-
minded the audience that the
president of India is in a very
elevated position.

"(The) president takes an
oath to preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution. Oth-
ers, including ministers, the
vice president, parliamentar-
ians and judges take an oath
to abide by the Constitution,"
Dhankhar said. "We cannot
have a situation where you di-
rect the president of India and
on what basis? The only right
you have under the Constitu-
tion is to interpret the Con-
stitution under Article 145(3).
There it has to be five judges or
more...," he said.

Stressing the principle of
separation of powers, he un-
derlined that when the govern-
ment is elected by the people,
the government is accountable
to Parliament and to the people
in the elections.

Working closely with
Belgium on Choksi’s
extradition, says India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: India
Thursday said it is working
closely with Belgium for extra-
dition of fugitive diamantaire
Mehul Choksi. Choksi was
arrested in Belgium's Antwerp
Saturday based on a formal
request from the Indian gov-
ernment.

“Based on our extradition
request, he was arrested. We
are working closely with the
Belgium side on his extradi-
tion so that he can face trial in
the country,” External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said.

The fugitive diamantaire
and his nephew Nirav Modi al-
legedly siphoned off Rs 13,500
crore of public money from the
state-run Punjab National Bank
(PNB) using fraudulent letters
of undertaking. In May 2021,
Choksi went missing from Anti-
gua but was traced and returned
to it later.

It was alleged that Choksi, his
firm Gitanjali Gems and others
"committed the offence of cheat-
ing against PNB in connivance
with certain bank officials by
fraudulently getting the LoUs
(letters of undertaking) issued
and got the FLCs (foreign letter
of credit) enhanced without fol-
lowing prescribed procedure
and caused a wrongful loss
to the bank".

3rd language for Classes I-V in Maha

from the next academic year. The
new syllabus as per NEP will be
implemented for Class I in 2025-26.
For Classes II, III, IV and VI,
the policy will be implemented
in 2026-27, for Classes V, IX and
XI from 2027-28, and for Class-
es 8, X and XII from 2028-29, the
GR said. All schools in the state,
other than Marathi and English
medium, are currently follow-
ing the three-language formula.
For such schools, the language
of the medium, English and
Marathi will be taught, said
the GR. For Std VI to X, the
language policy will be as per
the state curriculum, it said.
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis said the state has already
implemented the NEP.




@orissa

FRIDAY | APRIL 18, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

national

Our defence capabili-
ties are like a credible
deterrence, to maintain
peace and tranquillity.
Peace is possible only
when we remain strong
RAJNATH SINGH | DEFENCE MINISTER

NOTTO WRITES TO STATES, UTS TO
IMPLEMENT SWAP ORGAN TRANSPLANT

The National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisa-
tion (NOTTO) has written to all the states and union
territories for the implementation of SWAP donor
transplantation, saying it has the potential to aug-
ment the number of organ transplants in the country

Mamata hails top court
order on sacked teachers

Dulat’s
revelations
are nothing
new for me. This
father-son duo
(Farooq Abdullah
and Omar Abdul- g
lah) went to meet them (Prime
Minister Narendra Modi) August 3
(2019). Farooq Sahib did not even
go to Parliament (August 5, 2019).
He stayed back. So there is nothing
surprising for me

MEHBOOBA MUFTI | PDP PRESIDENT

The Naxalites
‘ who dreamt !
of spreading B \
red terror from ?Q‘
Pashupatinath 7
to Tirupati are
today confined to
just four districts. The biggest
contribution in this is of CRPF.
The menace (of Naxalism) will
end in the country by March 31,
2026, as stated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

Wesetup a
‘ committee
of DMs and

SDMs who con-
ducted inspections B %
in private schools |
and submitted
their reports. The court made the
observations based

on those findings

ASHISH SO0D I DELHI EDU MINISTER

POST
OF THE DAY

Your
grandparent's
furniture used to
last 100 years.
But, the furniture
you bought
yesterday would

last max 5 years.
This does not apply just to your

- furniture-- but to new houses as
well.
Take the example of a new FLAT.
Compare it to older ones.
Thick walls, heavy doors, big
kitchens, larger floor areas; the old
units check all boxes.
But, you would very rarely see
such features on the newly built
apartments.
Point being:
Things were BUILT to LAST.
NOW they are being built to be
bought.
So which ones do you think makes
sense to own?

@Akshat_World

SHORT TAKES

™ Renowned author
Rose Kerketta dies

Ranchi: Eminent writer

and tribal rights activist Rose
Kerketta breathed her last here
Thursday, a family member
said. Kerketta, 85, was suffering
from various ailments after
contracting COVID-19 during the
pandemic phase. She is survived
by son Sonal Prabhanjan and
daughter Vandana Tete. "My
mother passed away around
10.30 am. She has been bed-
ridden since 2023 and had almost
stopped eating for the last 10
days," Tete told PTI. Kerketta's
collection of stories 'Pagha Jori-
Jori Re Ghato' was among her
popular literary creations.

¥ CBI books Durgesh
Pathak, Kapil Bhardwaj

New Delhi: The CBI Thursday
conducted searches at the
premises of former AAP MLA
and party's Gujarat polls
co-incharge Durgesh Pathak
after registering an FIR against
him for allegedly receiving
foreign donations for his party
in contravention of FCRA normes,
officials said. Besides Pathak,
the agency booked another
office bearer of the party Kapil
Bhardwaj (now deceased) in the
case. The FIR was registered

on a complaint from the Ministry
of Home Affairs which had alleged
that the party had received foreign
donations in contravention

of the provisions of Foreign
Contribution (Regulations) Act
(FCRA) 2010 (as amended in 2020).
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, April 17: The ‘un-
tainted’ teachers of state-run
and state-aided schools in
West Bengal — whose services
were temporarily extended
by the Supreme Court Thurs-
day — expressed dissatisfac-
tion over what they described
as mere ‘“short-term relief,”
even as Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee welcomed the
order and said there was now a
“sense of relief”.

The Supreme Court Thurs-
day extended till December
31 the services of terminated
teachers found untainted by
the CBI. The order came on the
pleas of the state government,
which moved court after the
April 3 verdict. The top court
judgment invalidated the ap-
pointment of 25,753 teachers
and staffers in various schools,
calling the entire selection pro-
cess "vitiated and tainted".

The SC directed the state
government to initiate a fresh
recruitment process by May 31
and complete it by December 31.
Addressing a press conference
at the state secretariat Nabanna
shortly after the court ruling,
Banerjee said, "The court has
given time till December. This
is a relief for now. We were con-
cerned about their salaries as
the earlier ruling had barred sal-
ary disbursal. We were looking
for an alternative way. The court
has responded positively to our
plea so that they don't suffer."

"We are happy with the SC
order... there is a sense of re-
lief. I would request the teach-
ers not to worry, the issue will
be resolved," Banerjee told re-
porters. Hailing the SC order,
Education Minister Bratya
Basu asked the jobless 'eligi-

THE SUPREME COURT THURSDAY
EXTENDED TILL DECEMBER 31
THE SERVICES OF TERMINATED
TEACHERS FOUND UNTAINTED
BY THE CBI

THE ORDER CAME ON THE PLEAS
OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT,
WHICH MOVED COURT AFTER THE
APRIL 3 VERDICT

THE TOP COURT JUDGMENT
INVALIDATED THE APPOINTMENT
OF 25,753 TEACHERS AND
STAFFERS IN VARIOUS SCHOOLS,
CALLING THE ENTIRE SELECTION
PROCESS “VITIATED AND TAINTED”

ble' teachers not to worry as
the apex court acknowledged
the point made by West Bengal
Board of Secondary Education
that invalidation of jobs of thou-
sands of untainted' teachers
will severely disrupt the aca-
demic functioning of state-run
and state-aided schools.

The jobless eligible teach-
ers, however, asserted that
only permanent reinstatement
would bring them justice. Pan-
kaj Roy, one of the nearly 26,000
teaching and non-teaching staff
whose appointments through
the 2016 SSC recruitment drive
were annulled, told PTI, "With
all respect to the Honourable
Supreme Court, let's voice our

MURSHIDABAD VIOLENCE

Calcutta HC reserves order on
extending CAPF deployment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, April 17: The Cal-
cutta High Court Thursday re-
served its order on the contin-
uation of central forces in vio-
lence-hit Murshidabad district.

The court suggested that a
three-member panel, compris-
ing one member each from the
National Human Rights Com-
mission, the West Bengal State
Human Rights Commission
and the State Legal Services
Authority, should visit the af-
fected pockets of the district to
oversee the restoration of peace
and rehabilitation of people dis-
placed due to the violence.

A division bench of Justices
Soumen Sen and Raja Basu
Chowdhury heard a petition
moved by the Leader of the
Opposition Suvendu Adhikari,
who claimed that bomb blasts
took place during communal
riots in the Muslim-majority

Woman, lover kill

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Meerut, April 17: A man was
killed allegedly by his wife
and her lover who later placed
a live venomous snake under
his body to cover up the crime,
police said Thursday.

The post-mortem report
blew the lid off their plot as
it showed that the man had
been strangled. The woman,
Ravita (27), and her lover
Amardeep (19), who was a
friend of her husband, have
been arrested, according to a
police statement.

Circle Officer Abhishek Ku-
mar Patel said the incident took
place in Akbarpur Sadat village
under the Behsuma police sta-
tion area. “Amit Kashyap (30),
alias Mickey, was found dead at
his home on Sunday morning.
A venomous snake was found

district and prayed that the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) be handed over the probe
into the violence.

Another petitioner pleaded
for steps by the state govern-
ment for the return of people
displaced by the violence to
their homes. The lawyer ap-
pearing for the Centre prayed
before the court that deploy-
ment of CAPF (central armed
police forces) in Murshidabad
be extended, considering the
sensitivity of the situation on
the ground.

Around 17 companies of cen-
tral forces currently remain
deployed in the trouble-torn
pockets of Suti and Samser-
ganj-Dhulian in the district.
While making its submission
before the court, the state gov-
ernment placed a report and
claimed that the law and order
situation in the district is cur-
rently under control.

dissatisfaction over the order
which has allowed us to attend
classes only till December 31.
What happens after that? The
SC has asked the state to is-
sue a fresh notification. We've
already made it clear that we
will not sit for fresh exams after
clearing the 2016 recruitment
test as eligible candidates."
Roy, a political science
teacher at a secondary school
in North Bengal, had observed
a three-day hunger strike last
week outside the WBSSC office
in Acharya Bhavan, demanding
the publication of a list distin-
guishing 'tainted' from 'untaint-
ed' candidates from the 2016 re-
cruitment batch. He also urged
the WBSSC to clarify to the
apex court that eligible teach-
ers should not be dismissed.
Dhritish Mondal of Jogyo
Sikshak Manch (Eligible
Teachers' Platform) echoed
the sentiment, saying, "We are
not tainted candidates. This is
even acknowledged in the SC
order. Then why should our
services be extended only till
December 31? As per service
rules, we should serve till we
reach the superannuation age
of 60. If the WBSSC knows who
is tainted and who is not, why
can't they tell the SC clearly?"

Parts of north India hit
by rain, thunderstorms

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: Parts
of north India Thursday wit-
nessed heavy rain and thun-
derstorms while some others
continued to reel under heat-
wave, with Himachal Pradesh
reporting one death caused by
a falling tree, while Barmer in
Rajasthan sizzled at 45 degrees
Celsius, weather department
data showed.

Heavy rain, accompanied
by strong winds, lashed Chan-
digarh in the early hours
Thursday while many parts of
Punjab too received downpour.
According to the MeT depart-
ment, Chandigarh received 8.3
mm of rain before the sky be-
came clear.

Places in Punjab which re-
ceived rain in the early hours
included Amritsar (4.5 mm),
Pathankot (3.2 mm), Gurdas-
pur (18.8 mm) and Rupnagar (6
mm). In neighbouring Haryana,
Ambala received light shower,
the MeT office said.

However, there wasn't
much relief from the scorch-
ing sun in the national capital
Thursday, where the maximum
temperature touched 40.6 de-
grees Celsius, 3.8 notches above
the seasonal average, IMD data
showed.

In Rajasthan, heatwave
conditions persisted across
the state Thursday with Bikan-
er sizzling at 45.1 degrees
Celsius, the highest so far this
season.

Jaisalmer and Phalodi re-
corded a high of 44.8 degrees
Celsius, followed by Churu
and Chittorgarh at 44.2 degrees
Celsius, Pilani 44.1 degrees Cel-
sius, Kota 43.3 degrees Celsius,
Banasthali (Tonk) and Bhil-
wara 43.2 degrees Celsius.

Uttar Pradesh also experi-
enced a hot day on Thursday,
with the maximum tempera-
tures in most parts nearing
the 40 degrees Celsius-mark, ac-
cording to the MeT department.

Otters in a pond at the Sarthana Nature Park zoo, in Surat, Gujarat

ANOTHER MEERUT SHOCKER

-

near his bed, leading to the as-
sumption that he had died of a
snakebite,” Patel told PTI.

However, the post-mortem
report stated that he died due
to asphyxiation, he said. “Fol-
lowing the report, we initiated
a detailed investigation into the
case,” the officer said.

o §

According to police sourc-
es, Amit married Ravita eight
years ago and the couple had
three children. Amit worked as
amason along with Amardeep,
who eventually got involved in
an illicit relationship with Rav-
ita. Tensions between Amit and
Ravita began after he found out

Amit Kashyap
(30), alias Mickey,
was found dead at

his home Sunday
morning. A venomous
snake was found
near his bed, leading
to the assumption
that he had died of a
snakebite

about his wife's affair. There
were frequent arguments be-
tween the two. Ravita told
Amardeep about these argu-
ments and he stopped working
with her husband around five
months ago, the sources said.
The duo told police that
about a week ago, they decided

Herald case; ED seeks to
confiscate 360lcr assets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: In a
recently-filed chargesheet in
the Associated Journals Lim-
ited-Young Indian-National
Herald money-laundering case,
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has sought confiscation of
assets worth %661 crore that it
has attached during the course
of the investigation, according
to official sources.

The federal probe agency has
also appended the statements of
Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi in the prose-
cution complaint (chargesheet)
that it had recorded in 2022
during their questioning and
it is understood that they have
denied any wrongdoing, say-
ing the takeover of Associat-
ed Journals Limited (AJL) by
Young Indian (YI) was not
for commercial purposes, the
sources told PTI.

The chargesheet names
78-year-old former Congress
president and Rajya Sabha MP
Sonia Gandhi as the accused
number one and her son,
Rahul Gandhi (54), as the
accused number two, besides
five others.

It was filed by the ED before a
competent court here that tries
criminal cases against law-

PTI PHOTO

her hubby; try to pass it off as snakebite

to eliminate Amit and make it
look like he died due to snake-
bite, Circle Officer Patel said.
On April 12, Amardeep bought
a snake for 1,000 from a snake
charmer and hid it in a bag, he
said.

Later that night, after Amit
had fallen asleep, Ravita called
Amardeep to her house and the
two strangled her husband to
death. Then they put the live
snake under Amit's body to
make it look like he was bit-
ten by the reptile while he was
asleep, the officer added.

“The snake was trapped un-
der the body and bit it several
times, which led to the confu-
sion during the preliminary in-
vestigation,” Patel said. Ravita
and Amardeep have been taken
into custody. Further legal pro-
ceedings in the case are under-
way, he said.

Robert Vadra questioned
for third consecutive day

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement Directo-
rate recorded the statement of Robert
Vadra, the businessman brother-in-
law of Leader of Opposition in the

Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, for about

six hours on the third consecutive

day Thursday in a 2008 Haryana land
deal-linked money laundering case. By
the end of Thursday's session, he was
questioned for about 16 hours in total.
Vadra (56) has termed the ED action a
"political witch hunt" against him and
his family. He reached the ED office

in central Delhi shortly after 11 am on
Thursday, accompanied by his wife
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, an MP from
Kerala's Wayanad. Robert Vadra left
the agency office around 6:15 pm.

makers April 9. The court has
fixed April 25 as the next date
of hearing in the case, when it
may take or reject cognisance
of the chargesheet.

The sources said the agen-
cy has sought punishment
against the accused for the
offence of money laundering
under the provisions of the
Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA) and prayed
for the confiscation of assets
worth 661 crore that it had
attached in November 2023.
These confiscated assets, post
the successful trial, will go to
the government exchequer by
way of auction or any other
such process, they added.

World’s first on-site
3D-printed bunker built
in Leh for military use

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, April 17: With the
help of the Indian Institute of
Technology Hyderabad, a Hy-
derabad-based deep-tech start-
up, Simpliforge Creations, has
built the world's first on-site
3D-printed bunker in Leh for
military use.

Project Prabal envisages
military bunkers in different
configurations in remote loca-
tions at higher altitudes, said
Professor K V L. Subramani-
am of IIT-Hyderabad, under
whose guidance the project
was conceptualised.

"The demonstration project
that we did is located in Leh, at
an altitude of 11,000 feet above
sea level, and we completed
the construction under what is
called HALO conditions - high
altitude and low oxygen," Sub-
ramaniam told PTI.

According to him, thanks to
alot of planning, they managed
to achieve the project in un-
der two weeks, including the
transportation of the printer
to the remote spot. "The loca-
tion was highly inhospitable,
where we had to function at 40
to 50 per cent oxygen levels.
Lack of oxygen meant both
man and machine had to per-
form at lower efficiency lev-
els," said the professor.

The team is also behind the
world's first 3D-printed temple
inside Charvitha Meadows, a
gated villa community at Bu-
rugupalli in Siddipet, Telan-
gana. But the military project
took several attempts before
they could perfect the concrete
mix required for high-altitude
printing, added Subramaniam.

"We tried to simulate the con-
ditions prevalent in the chosen
location to get the mix right,"
said the professor. As it was
a defence construction, they
were also required to design a
specially geometric-patterned
facade, which would minimise
the ricochet of bullets, said
Subramaniam. "We created
undulations on the surface,
which, incidentally, is possible
only with 3D printing—so that
bullets would not bounce off the
structure," he added.
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Autism
destroys
families.
More importantly,
it destroys our
greatest resource,
which is our
children. These are children who
should not be suffering like this
ROBERT F KENNEDY JR I

HEALTH SECRETARY, US

Mr. Poilievre
is not Justin
Trudeau. I'm

not Justin Trudeau
either. In this elec-
tion the question

is who is going to ‘t.
face Mr. Trump

MARK CARNEY I PRIME MINISTER, CANADA

In the coming o
‘ period, we <
will be under

pressure regarding
the event in Mos-
cow in which we
have announced
our participation

ALEKSANDAR VUCIC | PRESIDENT, SERBIA

SHORT TAKES

¥ Russia strikes Dnipro

Kyiv: Russian forces launched
a massive drone attack on

the southeastern Ukrainian
city of Dnipro, killing three
people including a child and
wounding dozens, officials
said Thursday. The strike

was the latest in a string of
Russian attacks that have
caused civilian casualties and
intensified in recent weeks, as
the United States continues
efforts to negotiate a ceasefire
between Moscow and Kyiv.
Thirty people, including five
children, were wounded in the
attack, said Serhii Lysak, head
of the Dnipropetrovsk regional
administration.

~

!

L

[ Xi arrives in Cambodia

Phnom Penh (Cambodia):
Chinese President Xi Jinping
arrived in Cambodia Thursday
for a two-day state visit that
serves as an opportunity to
further strengthen already
robust relations. The visit,
Xi’s first since 2016, will
conclude a three-nation
Southeast Asian tour that
included stops in Vietnam
and Malaysia. China has
been increasing its influence
in the region over the past
decade, largely by exercising
its substantial economic
leverage. Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Manet recently
described Beijing as “an
important and indispensable
friend of Cambodia that

has helped support the
country's economic and social
development.”

[ Putin thanks Hamas

Moscow: President Vladimir
Putin has thanked Palestinian
group Hamas for releasing
three Russian hostages
captivated during the October
2023 attack on Israel. Putin
welcomed Russian citizen
Alexander Trufanov and two of
his family members released
from Gaza captivity at the
Kremlin late Wednesday night,
Interfax agency said. “The
fact that you are now free is a
result of Russia’s many years
of stable relations with the
Palestinian people, with the
representatives of different
organisations,” Putin was
quoted as saying by Interfax.
“Here we have to offer a word
of gratitude to the leadership
and to the political wing of
Hamas for a gesture made

to us in carrying out this
humanitarian act,” Putin said.

[ Israeli strike kills
family of 10 in Gaza

Deir Al-Balah (Gaza Strip):
Israeli strikes on the Gaza Strip
overnight into Thursday killed
at least 23 people, including

a family of 10, local health
officials said. The United
Nations meanwhile raised
alarm over the mounting
impact of Israel’s six-week-
old blockade preventing all
food and other supplies from

entering the territory.
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defending

PREMIER, ITALY

We know we are in
a difficult moment.
Most certainly, |
am well aware of
what I represent,
and what 1 am

GIORGIA MELONI |

GANDHI'S BUST UNVEILED

IN SOUTH AFRICAN PROVINCE

In the Free State province of South
Africa, where Indians were banned by
apartheid legislation for more than a
century, a larger-than-life bust of Ma-

hatma Gandhi now stands proudly at the
Anglo-Boer War Museum in the provin-
cial capital of Bloemfontein

Myanmar frees around 4,900 prisoners to mark traditional new year

At least 19 buses with
prisoners aboard left
Yangon’s Insein prison
and were welcomed
outside the gate by
excited family members
and friends who had
been waiting since early
morning

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Bangkok, April 17: The head
of Myanmar’s military gov-
ernment granted amnesty to
around 4,900 prisoners to mark
the country’s traditional new
year, state-run media reported
Thursday, and an independent
watchdog said they included at
least 22 political detainees.

At least 19 buses with pris-
oners aboard left Yangon’s
Insein prison and were wel-
comed outside the gate by
excited family members and

friends who had been waiting
since early morning.

The Political Prisoners Net-
work — Myanmar, an inde-
pendent watchdog group that
records violations of human
rights in Myanmar’s prisons,
said in a statement that by its
initial count, 22 political pris-
oners had been freed.

Senior Gen Min Aung Hlaing,
the head of the ruling military
council, pardoned 4,893 prison-
ers, MRTV reported. Thirteen
foreigners will also be released
and deported from Myanmar, it
said in a separate statement.

Other prisoners received
reduced sentences, except
for those convicted of seri-
ous charges such as murder
and rape, or those jailed on
charges under various other
security acts.

If the freed detainees violate
the law again, they will have
to serve the remainder of their
original sentences in addition
to any new sentence, according
to the terms of their release.

Mass amnesties on the holiday
are not unusual in Myanmar.

Myanmar has been under
military rule since Feb 1, 2021,
when its army ousted civilian
leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s
elected government. The take-
over was met with massive
nonviolent resistance, which
has since become a widespread
armed struggle. The country is
now in civil war.

Some 22,197 political detain-
ees, including Suu Kyi, were in
detention as of last Friday, ac-
cording to the Assistance Asso-
ciation for Political Prisoners,
an independent organisation
that keeps detailed tallies of

Trump challenges judges’
deportation order probes

REUTERS

New York, April 17: The
Trump administration is ap-
pealing efforts by two judges
to investigate whether govern-
ment officials defied their rul-
ings over the deportation of mi-
grants to El Salvador, escalat-
ing a confrontation between the
executive and judicial branches
The Justice Department
Wednesday night said it would
appeal Washington-based US
District Judge James Boas-
berg’s finding that there was
probable cause to believe the
government had violated his
order to return alleged mem-
bers of a Venezuelan gang who
were deported to El Salvador
March 15 under an 18th-century
wartime law. Boasberg said ad-
ministration officials could face
criminal contempt charges.
Also late Wednesday, govern-
ment lawyers asked the Fourth
US Circuit Court of Appeals to
stop US. District Judge Paula
Xinis in Greenbelt, Maryland
from ordering US officials to
provide documents and an-
swer questions under oath
about what they had done to
secure the return of Kilmar
Abrego Garcia, a migrant who
was wrongly deported to El

he Trump administration
faces more than 150 legal
challenges to its policies

Democrats and some legal
analysts say officials in some
cases are dragging their feet

in complying with unfavorable
court orders, signaling a
potential willingness to disobey
an independent, coequal branch
of government

Salvador.

In both cases, the Trump ad-
ministration has denied it vio-
lated court orders and accused
judges of overstepping their
authority.

“A single district court has
inserted itself into the foreign
policy of the United States and
has tried to dictate it from the
bench,” the Justice Department
lawyers wrote in its filing with
the Fourth Circuit. “Emergen-
cy relief is needed.”

The Trump administration
faces more than 150 legal chal-
lenges to its policies. Democrats
and some legal analysts say offi-
cials in some cases are dragging
their feet in complying with
unfavorable court orders, sig-
naling a potential willingness
to disobey an independent, co-
equal branch of government.

Administration officials have
responded with blunt criticism
of Boasberg and Xinis, both

of whom were appointed by
Democratic President Barack
Obama. After Boasberg blocked
the deportations of the Venezu-
elan migrants, Trump called for
his impeachment.

That prompted a rare rebuke
from US Chief Justice John
Roberts, who said appeals, not
impeachments, were the proper
response to disagreements with
court orders.

The judiciary is not the only
US institution to come under
pressure. The Trump admin-
istration has targeted others
that have long cherished their
independence from partisan
politics, such as universities
and law firms.

Either the government or
lawyers for the migrants could
seek to have the US Supreme
Court review any unfavorable
rulings by appeals courts in the
cases of Kilmar Abrego Garcia,
a Maryland man who was re-
moved March 15 despite an or-
der blocking his deportation to
ElSalvador, and the 238 alleged
Venezuelan gang members.

The Supreme Court has
weighed prior questions in both
cases before, and issued rulings
that both sides portrayed as vic-
tories.

In the case of the Venezuelan
migrants, the high court April
7 ended Boasberg’s order block-
ing deportations under the war-
time Alien Enemies Act, but
said individuals must be given
the chance to challenge their
deportations in court before
they are removed.

And the Supreme Court April
10 told the Trump administra-
tion to “facilitate” the return of
Abrego Garcia from El Salva-
dor’s Terrorism Confinement
Center, but said Xinis’ prior or-
der that the administration also
‘effectuate” his return was vague
and may exceed her authority.

[ Other prisoners received
reduced sentences, except
for those convicted of serious
charges such as murder
and rape, or those jailed on
charges under various other
security acts

[ ] If the freed detainees violate

the law again, they will have
to serve the remainder of
their original sentences in
addition to any new sentence,
according to the terms of their
release

[ ] Mass amnesties on the holiday
are not unusual in Myanmar

arrests and casualties linked to
the nation’s political conflicts.

Many political detainees
had been held on a charge of
incitement, a catch-all offence
widely used to arrest critics of
the government or military and
punishable by up to three years
in prison. Among those impris-
oned for incitement who were
freed Thursday was the film
director who works under the

name of Steel and is also known
as Dwe Myittar. He was arrest-
ed in March 2023 and had been
held in Insein Prison.

This year’s celebrations of
Thingyan, the new year’s hol-
iday, were more reserved than
usual due to a nationwide griev-
ing period following a devastat-
ing March 28 earthquake that
killed about 3,725 people and
levelled structures from new
condos to ancient pagodas.

In a new year’s speech, Min
Aung Hlaing said his govern-
ment will carry out reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation measures
in the quake-affected areas as
quickly as possible. He also re-
affirmed plans to hold a general
election by the end of the year
and called on opposition groups
fighting the army to resolve the
conflicts in political ways.

During the holiday, the vio-
lent struggle between the army
and pro-democracy forces con-
tinued with reports of clashes
in the countryside but the num-
ber of casualties was unclear.

Bangladesh, Pak hold first

foreign secretary-level talks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, April 17: Bangladesh
raised “historically unresolved
issues” and sought a public
apology from Pakistan over
the 1971 atrocities as the two
countries held their first for-
eign secretary-level talks in 15
years here Thursday.

Dhaka also asked Pakistan
to pay $4.3 billion as its share
from the combined assets at the
time when East Pakistan split
from Pakistan in 1971 to form
an independent Bangladesh.
The Foreign Office Consulta-
tion (FOC) between Bangladesh
Foreign Secretary Jashim Ud-
din with his visiting Pakistani
counterpart Amna Baloch takes
place days ahead of Pakistan’s
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar’s
visit to Dhaka April 27 and 28.

“We have raised the histor-
ically unresolved issues with
Pakistan,” Uddin told reporters
after the FOC.

He said the issues included
“the repatriation of stranded
Pakistanis, equitable distri-
bution of undivided assets,
transfer of foreign aid funds
sent for the victims of the 1970
cyclone, and a formal public
apology for the genocide com-
mitted by the then Pakistani
military in 1971”.

“We said this is the right
time to settle the historical
unsettled issues,” the Bangla-
desh foreign secretary said,
adding these issues needed to
be resolved for having a “solid
foundation of our relations” for
mutual benefits and interests.

Asked what was the Paki-
stani side’s response to the
call, Uddin said they would
like to “remain engaged” with
a positive outlook to discuss the
unsettled issue in future.

After the talks, held at state
guest house Padma, Baloch
called on Bangladesh’s inter-
im government Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus and Foreign
Affairs Adviser Touhid Hossain
separately.

The talks come amid a thaw
between the two countries after
the ouster of Sheikh Hasina in
August last year.

The Yunus-led interim gov-
ernment appears to be playing
down the role of Hasina’s father
Mujibur Rehman in the libera-
tion of Bangladesh in 1971. The
Indian Army took over 90,000
Pakistan soldiers as prisoners
in that war.

According to the foreign sec-
retary, Dhaka also asked Paki-
stan to pay the unpaid USD 200
million foreign donation for
victims of the then East Paki-
stan after the 1970's cyclone.

Iran’s Khamenei sends
letter to Putin ahead
of talks with US

REUTERS

Moscow/Dubai, April 17:
Iranian Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei sent his foreign
minister to Moscow Thursday
with a letter for President Vlad-
imir Putin to brief the Kremlin
about nuclear negotiations with
the US, which has threatened to
bomb the Islamic Republic.

US President Donald Trump
has repeatedly threatened Iran
with bombing and to extend
tariffs to third countries that
buy Iranian oil if Tehran does
not come to an agreement with
Washington over its disputed
nuclear programme. The Unit-
ed States has moved additional
warplanes into the region.

The Trump administration
and Iran held talks in Oman
last weekend that both sides de-
scribed as positive and construc-
tive. Ahead of a second round of
talks set to take place in Rome
this weekend, Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi said Wednesday
that Iran’s right to enrich urani-
um is not negotiable.

Russia, a longstanding ally of
Tehran, plays a role in Iran’s
nuclear negotiations with the
West as a veto-wielding UN Se-
curity Council member and a
signatory to an earlier nuclear
deal Trump abandoned during
his first term in 2018.

“Regarding the nuclear issue,
we always had close consulta-
tions with our friends China
and Russia. Now it is a good op-
portunity to do so with Russian
officials,” Araqchi told Iranian
state television.

Russian SC suspends
bhan on Taliban

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Moscow, April 17: Russia’s
Supreme Court Thursday sus-
pended the over two decades
old ban on Afghanistan’s rul-
ing Taliban, paving the way for
the establishment of full-fledged
relations between Moscow and
Kabul.

Russia had proscribed the
Taliban movement as a ter-
rorist outfit in 2003. However,
since the hasty withdrawal of
the US troops in August 2021,
the Taliban has gained control
over Afghanistan.

“By decision of the Russian
Supreme Court, the previously
established ban on the activi-
ties of the Taliban movement,
included in the unified feder-
al list of organizations recog-
nized as terrorist, is suspend-
ed,” the judge was quoted as
saying according to state-run
TASS news agency,

The apex court’s decision
comes into force immediately.

The advocate and representa-
tives of the Taliban were pres-
ent for the in-camera hearing.

In December 2024, the Rus-
sian Duma amended the law
which allowed the temporary
lifting of the ban on the Tali-
ban to facilitate interaction
with the group. “We are grate-
ful for the decision, it will help
strengthen cooperation,” the
Afghan embassy in Moscow
was quoted as saying by the
Russian news agency.

E55 Strongest hints yet of life detected on distant planet

‘K2-18 b’ is an exoplanet
over 8.5 times as massive
as Earth, where
previously molecules
containing carbon, such
as methane (CH4) and
carbon dioxide (CO2),
have been found

AGENCIES

Washington, April 17: Hints
of molecules known to be pro-
duced by marine organisms
have been detected on an exo-
planet, providing “the strongest
evidence yet” of life outside the
Solar System, researchers have
said, cautioning that more data
is needed.

‘K2-18 b’ is an exoplanet over
8.5 times as massive as Earth,
where previously molecules

containing carbon, such as
methane (CH4) and carbon di-
oxide (C0O2), have been found.
The exoplanet lies 120 light-
years from Earth and orbits
the star ‘K2-18’.

In this study, the researchers,
led by those from the Universi-
ty of Cambridge, UK, analysed
data recorded by NASA’s James
Webb Space Telescope and
found fingerprints of ‘dimethyl
sulphide’ and ‘dimethyl disul-
phide’ -- known to be produced
on Earth by microbes, such as
a marine phytoplankton.

The molecules provide “the
strongest evidence yet that life
may exist on a planet outside
our solar system”, even as how
they formed on K2-18 b remain
unknown, the team said in a
statement.

However, lead researcher,
Nikku Madhusudhan, professor
of astrophysics and exoplane-

tary science at the University of
Cambridge, said that while the
results are exciting, it’s vital to
obtain more data before claim-
ing that life has been found on
another world.

He added that while he is
cautiously optimistic, there
could be previously unknown

chemical processes at work on
K2-18b that may account for the
observations.

“We report new independent
evidence for (dimethyl sulphide)
and/or (dimethyl disulphide)
in the atmosphere at 3-sigma
(statistical) significance, with
high abundance (over 10 parts

The exoplanet lies
120 light-years from
Earth and orbits
the star ‘K2-18’

per million by volume) of at
least one of the two molecules,”
the authors wrote in the study
published in the Astrophysical
Journal Letters.

In a 2023 study, published
in the Astrophysical Journal
Letters, the team documented
evidence of “abundant” levels
of carbon-containing gases --
methane and carbon dioxide
-- in the atmosphere of K2-18,
which was found to be rich in
hydrogen.

“The abundant CH4 and CO2,
along with the nondetection of
ammonia (NH3), are consistent
with chemical predictions for
an ocean under a temperate

H2-rich atmosphere on K2-18
b,” the authors wrote in the
2023 study. The team had also
detected “potential signs” of di-
methyl sulphide. The molecule
is considered to predict life in a
Hycean world, which is a type
of exoplanet entirely covered
by an ocean beneath a hydro-
gen-rich air.

“We didn’t know for sure
whether the signal we saw
last time was due to (dimethyl
sulphide), but just the hint of
it was exciting enough for us
to have another look with the
James Webb Space Telescope
using a different instrument,”
Madhusudhan said. The latest
results are an “independent
line of evidence, using a differ-
ent instrument than we did be-
fore and a different wavelength
range of light, where there isno
overlap with the previous ob-
servations”, he explained.
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We will be
bigger than
Germany
and Japan in
three years'
time. By 2047,
we could be
the second largest economy
(USD 30 trillion)

BVR SUBRAHMANYAM | NITI AAYOG CEO

With a

growing

portfolio
of pioneering
technologies,
we remain
committed to
supporting nation-building
through cutting-edge

solutions
RAJENDRA PETKA | TATA MOTORS PRESIDENT
AND CTO
We are -
b committed F
to grow- . =

ing exports,
but you know,
export should
be planned with
the development of the prod-
uct. Now, it's very difficult
when the product is already
set to look for countries
because everybody has its
nuances, either technolog-
ical or safety or something
related to the powertrain
and emissions. So, at the end
of the day, for all new cars,
export is a very important
part of our planning

] PETR JANEBA | BRAND DIRECTOR, SKODA AUTO INDIA

SHORT TAKES

[ New Zonal Head of
Union Bank of India

Bhubaneswar: General
Manager Harekrishna Das has
taken over the charge of Zonal
Head of Union
Bank of India,
Bhubaneswar
Zone. Prior

to this he

was working
as General Manager Rusu
Banking and Financial inclusion
Department at the Bank’s
Corporate Office, Mumbai. Das
had joined the Bank in 1995 as
a Rural Development Officer
and gained vast experience in
various capacities in different
places of UP, West Bengal,
Sikkim, Haryana, Gujarat,
Chandigarh and Maharashtra.

- '3

¥ LIC Housing Finance
appoints new CFO

New Delhi: LIC Housing Finance
has appointed Lokesh Mundhra
as Chief Financial Officer

(CFO) effective Thursday. In a
regulatory filing, LIC Housing
Finance said Sudipto Sil, who
was serving as CFO, has been
transferred and redesignated
as Marketing Head of Western
Region at Mumbai with effect
from April 17, 2025. "The Board
of Directors ... has approved
appointment of Lokesh
Mundhra, as a CFO and Key
Managerial Personnel of the
company with effect from

April 17, 2025," LIC Housing
said. Mundhra , a Chartered
Accountant, has served under
various roles at LIC of India for
last 32 years. He has worked in
various departments including
finance & accounts, personnel,
legal, estates, with last six years
in the investment department.

¥ Indusind Bank’s
new Deputy CFO

New Delhi: Indusind Bank
Thursday appointed its Chief
Accountant Santosh Kumar as

a Deputy Chief Financial Officer
(CFO). In a regulatory filing,
Indusind Bank said Whole-time
Director (Executive Director) & Dy
CEO Arun Khurana will be relieved
from the additional charge of
CFO. "The Board of Directors at
their meeting held today i.e. April
17,2025 approved elevation of
Santosh Kumar, Chief Accountant
as Deputy Chief Financial Officer
and Special Officer - Finance &
Accounts and designated him as
a 'Key Managerial Personnel' of
the Bank, with effect

from Friday, April 18, 2025,"
Indusind Bank said.

7

India is
confident...we will
navigate these
global disruptions
with policy agility
and long-term
vision

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN |
UNION FINANCE MINISTER

5]

RUPEE ENDS 26 PAISE HIGHER

The rupee strengthened for the fourth consecutive session
and closed 26 paise higher at 85.38 against the US dollar
Thursday, hitting the April 3 closing level, on the back of
foreign fund inflows in domestic equities and broad weak-
ness in the greenback. The unit has pared all its losses
since April 2, when US President Donald Trump announced
sweeping reciprocal tariffs on multiple countries.

Markets surge for 4th day; India trade deficit
Sensex reclaims 78k-level

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, April 17: Bench-
mark indices Sensex and Nif-
ty surged nearly 2 per cent
Thursday, registering their
fourth day of rally as investors
turned buoyant after foreign
investors returned to domes-
tic equities amid expectations
of a breakthrough in US-Japan
trade negotiations over recip-
rocal tariffs.

The 30-share BSE benchmark
Sensex jumped 1,508.91 points
or 1.96 per cent to reclaim the
78,000 level. It finally settled
at 78,553.20. During the day, it
soared 1,572.48 points or 2.04
per cent to 78,616.77.

As many as 2,427 stocks ad-
vanced while 1,522 declined and
157 remained unchanged on the
BSE. The NSE Nifty surged
414.45 points or 1.77 per cent to
23,851.65. In four days, the BSE
benchmark jumped 4,706.05
points or 6.37 per cent, and the
Nifty surged 1,452.5 points or
6.48 per cent.

“Benchmark indices posted
sharp gains Thursday to end
the week on a high note, post-
ing four consecutive sessions
of gains. Broader Mid and
Small caps also closed high-
er. Markets opened lower on
weak global cues after sharp
overnight losses in US indi-
ces. After initial jitters, mar-
kets quickly bounced back to
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steadily climb higher through-
out the day as the focus shifted
to domestic factors and ongoing
earnings. Banks continued to
drive the benchmarks higher
with private lenders leading
the gains ahead of the earn-
ings announcements,” Satish
Chandra Aluri, Analyst, Lem-
onn Markets Desk, said.

From the Sensex firms, Eter-
nal, ICICI Bank, Bharti Airtel,
Sun Pharma, State Bank of
India, Bajaj Finserv, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and Reliance
Industries were among the
biggest gainers.

On the other hand, Tech
Mahindra and Maruti were
the laggards. The BSE midcap
gauge climbed 0.56 per cent and

TRUPTI KIA OPENS
NEW SHOWROOM

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17:
Trupti Kia, one of the leading
automobile dealers in Odisha,
inaugurated its new show-
room at Puri Bypass Road in
Bhubaneswar, Thursday. This
marks the company’s second
outlet in the capital city, strate-
gically aimed at catering to cus-
tomers from Old Bhubaneswar
and nearby Puri.

The inauguration ceremony
witnessed the presence of key
dignitaries from Kia India, in-

Trump threatens to try and

REUTERS

Washington, April 17: U.S.
President Donald Trump said
Thursday that Federal Reserve
Chair Jerome Powell's termina-
tion "cannot come fast enough,"
while calling for the U.S. cen-
tral bank to cut interest rates,
the sort of pressure that Powell
just a day before had pledged
to resist as the Fed grapples
with an outlook complicated
by Trump's own policies.

Trump, in a post on his social
media platform Truth Social,
reiterated his stance on rate
cuts, saying that Powell "should
have lowered interest rates,
like the (European Central
Bank), long ago, but he should
certainly lower them now."

The ECB cut its key rate a
quarter of a point Thursday in
response to a growth outlook
that had "deteriorated owing
to trade tensions" in the wake
of Trump's efforts to raise U.S.
import taxes, while euro-area
inflation is expected to contin-
ue falling.

In the U.S. Trump's plans

cluding Senior Advisor Kyoung
Min Kim and Regional General
Manager Supreeth R. Also pres-
ent were Area Sales Manager
Anshuman Dash and Trupti
Kia’s Managing Director Badri
Narayan Samantaray.

Speaking on the occasion,
General Manager Gopal Singh
said, “We are committed to de-
livering an exceptional custom-
er experience, and this new out-
let will significantly strength-
en our market presence and
help us achieve a greater
market share.”

have also led to a lower growth
outlook, with economists polled
by Reuters putting recession
odds at 45%. But it has also
raised the prospect of higher
inflation that policymakers
said they are guarding against.

"l don't see any need to
change the setting of the fed
funds rate anytime soon...It's
really about collecting infor-
mation, understanding better
what's happening in the econo-
my during the rest of this year,
understanding kind of how the
uncertainty plays out," New
York Fed President John Wil-
liams said on Fox Business on
Thursday. "I think we have a
period of higher inflation this
year and a slower growth path
for this year relative to last
year. So that's a combination
you have to think carefully
about."

The Fed's benchmark in-
terest rate is currently 4.25%-
4.50%, where it has been since
December following several
rate cuts late last year.

Trump's comments come a
day after Powell said at an event

smallcap index went up by 0.52
per cent.

All BSE sectoral indices end-
ed higher. Bankex jumped 2.56
per cent, telecommunication
(2.22 per cent), financial ser-
vices (2 per cent), services (1.47
per cent), teck (1.19 per cent),
energy (1.13 per cent), auto (1.01
per cent) and healthcare (0.91
per cent).

Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) bought equities
worth Rs 3,936.42 crore Wednes-
day, according to exchange
data. On Tuesday, FIIs bought
equities for Rs 6,065.78 crore.

In Asian markets, South Ko-
rea's Kospi index, Tokyo's Nik-
kei 225, Shanghai SSE Compos-
ite index and Hong Kong's Hang

Seng settled higher.

European markets were trad-
ing in the negative territory.

Investors are expecting pos-
itive outcomes from ongoing
negotiations between the US
and Japan on reciprocal tariffs.
Both countries are currently
engaged in trade talks regard-
ingreciprocal tariffs, aiming to
reach a deal as soon as possible.

“A strong rally in large-cap
stocks was observed today,
primarily driven by financials,
amid expectations of improved
margins stemming from chang-
es in savings deposit interest
rates. Positive sentiment was
further supported by a rever-
sal in FII flows, although the
sustainability of this trend
remains uncertain. Nonethe-
less, optimism surrounding
the domestic market persists,
bolstered by the expectation
of a favourable outcome from
US-India trade negotiations
and a relatively minimal dis-
ruption from the US-China
trade tensions. Additionally, a
moderating inflation trajectory
towards more comfortable lev-
els is further enhancing market
sentiment,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Investments
Limited, said.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.94 per cent to
USD 66.47 a barrel.

Stock markets will remain
closed Friday for 'Good Friday'.

REUTERS

New Delhi, April 17: India
recorded a trade deficit of $99.2
billion with China in the 2024/25
fiscal year that ended in March,
trade data showed, driven by a
surge in imports of electronics
goods and consumer durables.

The data comes as U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump announced
a 90-day pause last week on
most tariff hikes for major trad-
ing partners including India,
while sharply increasing levies
on Chinese goods, stoking fears
that Chinese firms may divert
goods to other markets.

In March alone, goods im-
ports from China jumped over
25% year-on-year to $9.7 billion,
led by electronics, electric bat-
teries and solar cells. Total im-
ports from China rose to $113.5
billion in 12-months through
March, according to detailed
trade data released by com-
merce ministry Wednesday.

Meanwhile, India's exports to
China fell 14.5% to $1.5 billion
in March from a year earlier,

Al to dramatically increase
data storage demand: Report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: A recent
report has shown that 94.5 per
cent of data centre profession-
als globally, including a signifi-
cant number in India, expect Al
to dramatically increase their
data storage needs, highlight-
ing a surge in demand that chal-
lenges sustainability efforts.

The decarbonising data re-
port by Seagate Technology re-
veals that in India, 63.3 per cent
of respondents manage between
500 petabytes and 5 terabytes of
data, reflecting the vast scale of
storage requirements driven by
Al growth.

The rising data volumes,
slowing power efficiency gains,
and increasing Al adoption are
putting pressure on organisa-
tions to manage carbon emis-
sions, infrastructure expan-
sion, and total cost of owner-
ship (TCO) -- all at once.

The findings are based on in-
sights from 330 data centre pro-
fessionals responding across 11
markets, including Australia,
China, France, Germany, India,

-

at the Economic Club of Chica-
go that the Fed's "independence
is very widely understood and
supported in Washington and
in Congress where it really mat-
ters," drawing applause from
the high-level group of busi-
ness executives for a pledge to
set interest rates independent
of political pressure or partisan
considerations.

Trump has at times threat-
ened to try to fire Powell, as he
is attempting to do with mem-
bers of other independent pol-
icy bodies in a move currently

Japan, North America, Singa-
pore, South Korea, Taiwan, and
the United Kingdom.

The report highlights that 90
per cent of Indian respondents
are concerned about the envi-
ronmental impact of data stor-
age, with half identifying high
energy consumption as their
top issue. Despite this, only a
small fraction prioritise envi-
ronmental factors in purchas-
ing decisions, showing a gap
between awareness and action.

Jason Feist, Senior Vice Pres-
ident of Cloud Marketing at
Seagate, said, "Data centres are
under intense scrutiny - not on-
ly because they support modern
Al workloads, but because they

before the U.S. Supreme Court.
Powell Thursday said the Fed
is watching the case carefully
but does not think any decision
will apply to the central bank,
whose credibility in managing
monetary policy is considered
important not just to the U.S.
economy, but in global markets
tuned to Fed decisions.
Powell's term as chair ex-
pires in May 2026, regardless. It
was unclear from Trump's lan-
guage whether he is resigned to
waiting that time out, or hoping
for a Supreme Court decision

are becoming one of the most
energy-intensive sectors of the
digital economy."

He emphasised the need to
optimise for both cost and sus-
tainability, rather than treating
them as trade-offs.

Key barriers to adopting sus-
tainable data storage in India
include limited physical space,
unreliable electricity sources,
and the high cost of building
data centre infrastructure.

The report also notes a dis-
connect in lifecycle manage-
ment: while 92.2 per cent global-
ly acknowledge the importance
of extending storage equipment
life to reduce waste, only 15.5
per cent consider it a top pur-
chasing factor.

In India, 13.3 per cent of re-
spondents are uncertain about
the sustainability benefits of
lifecycle extension.

The Seagate's report urges a
unified approach across the da-
ta centre ecosystem, advocating
technological innovation, life-
cycle extension, and shared
accountability to meet rising
Al demands sustainably.

re Fed chie

that lets him remove Powell
sooner.

Trump in his post said Pow-
ell was "always too late and
wrong", and critiqued the
speech Powell made Wednes-
day, calling it "another, and
typical, complete mess!"

Powell Wednesday warned
Trump's tariff policies risked
pushing inflation and employ-
ment further from the central
bank's goals, which it manages
jointly under a mandate from
Congress.

The Fed was "well positioned
to wait for greater clarity,"
Powell said, indicating the
Fed was not prepared to move
policy in any direction or at
any pace until Trump's tariff
plans - rolled out in dramatic
announcements but often de-
layed and still unclear in key
respects - are finalized and
the impact on the economy
more obvious.

Fed officials are now refer-
ring to Trump's tariff rollout
as an economic "shock" of a
sort with no clear historical
parallel.

with China widens

with total exports dropping to
$14.3 billion in the 12-months
period, data showed.

"This is a wake-up call for In-
dia, as the rising imports reflect
deeper structural dependencies
of the Indian economy," said
Ajay Srivastava, founder of
Global Trade Initiative, a Del-
hi-based trade policy think tank.

India's rising exports of elec-
tronics goods, pharmaceuticals
and engineering goods are also
fuelling imports from Chinese,
due to their heavy dependence on
imported components, he said.

India's exports to China are
now lower than in 2013/14, de-
spite a significantly stronger ru-
pee back then, Srivastava said,
and warned that imports could
rise by about 20% in the current
fiscal year as Chinese firms are
re-routing exports to several
markets, for exports to the U.S.

China emerged as India's
second biggest trading part-
ner in 2024/25, with two-
way trade of $127.7 billion,
after the United States, the
data showed.

MOSPI to release IIP data
on 28th of every month

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: The
Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation (MO-
SPI) Thursday advanced the
release of Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) by two weeks
and fixed 28th of every month
for the issue of the macro
economic data from April on-
wards. Presently, the ministry
releases the IIP data within six
weeks on 12th of every month.
The MoSPI is making contin-
uous efforts to bring significant
improvement in dissemination
of its statistical products in sync
with international best practices
and timelines, a ministry state-
ment said. According to the state-
ment, MOSPI releases consumer
price indices within 12 days after
the end of the reference month,
which is among the best globally.
Similarly, survey reports of
NSS are now released within 90
days of completion of fieldwork.
“From April 2025 onwards, All
India Index of Industrial Produc-
tion (IIP) will be released on 28th
of every month at 4:00 PM with-
in 28 days from the reference
month. For a particular month
IIP will be released as Quick
Estimates followed by a Final
Estimate,” the statement said.

Powe

Some Fed policymakers fear
the impact on jobs could come
fast, and have said they would
be prepared for swift cuts in
that case. Others are concerned
Trump's policies and erratic
handling of the issue could cut
inflation expectations loose and
force higher interest rates.

That dilemma, of an economy
potentially pulled away from
both of the central bank's goals,
is what is now distinguishing
the Fed from its major overseas
counterparts.

The Fed did act in tandem
with other central banks last
year as inflation eased global-
ly and lowered the US bench-
mark policy rate a full percent-
age point at three successive
meetings.

But progress on returning
inflation to the Fed's 2% target
stalled through the fall, prompt-
ing policymakers to pause fur-
ther cuts until it was clear price
pressures would begin easing
again, a finding confounded
since Trump's January 20 inau-
guration and the policy shifts
that followed.
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Madrid, April 17: Arsenal
defeated defending champion
Real Madrid 2-1 Wednesday to
reach the Champions League
semifinals for the first time
since 2009 in a match where
VAR played a key role in two
penalty decisions.

Arsenal advanced 5-1 on
aggregate after winning 3-0
in London last week, keeping
alive its chances of winning
Europe’s top club competition
for the first time. It will face
Paris Saint-Germain in the
semifinals.

There was no historic come-
back for Madrid this time. No
late goals, no high drama, no
magic at the Santiago Bernabeu
stadium.

The 15-time European cham-
pions fell short of the last four
for the first time since 2020, end-
ing its shot at a third Champi-
ons League title in four seasons.

“There was a lot of talk com-
ing here about (Real Madrid)
coming back, because they’ve
done it so many times before,
but we had so much belief and
confidence from that first game
to come here and win,” Arse-
nal’s Declan Rice said. “We had
it in our minds and now we've
done it in real life.”

Momentum shift

Madrid’s hopes of staging an-
other comeback took a big hit
when a five-minute VAR review
overturned a penalty for a hold
on Kylian Mbappé in the first
half with the game tied 0-0.

Arsenal earlier had been
awarded a penalty after a vid-
eo review, but Bukayo Saka
missed his spot kick.

Saka was able to put Ar-
senal ahead from inside the
area after Mikel Merino’s
pass in the 65th minute, and
Madrid couldn’t manage more
than an equaliser by Vinicius
Junior a couple of minutes
later after a defensive blun-
der by William Saliba.

Gabriel Martinelli completed
the scoring three minutes into
stoppage time, also after an as-
sist by Merino.

“This is one of the best nights
in my football career, for sure,”

Kothari lifts IBSF
World Billiards title

AGENCIES

Mumbai, April 17: India’s
Sourav Kothari overcame com-
patriot and defending champi-
on Pankaj Advani 725-480 in a
hard-fought final in sensational
style to lift the 2025 IBSF World
Billiards title (previously
known as World Amateur Bil-
liards Championship) in Car-
low, Ireland Thursday.

Kothari, thus, became only
the third Indian ever to win
both the IBSF and WBL World
Billiards, professional titles.
Rupesh Shah and Pankaj Ad-
vani are the other Indians to
have achieved this feat earlier.

In a thrilling final at the
Snooker and Billiards Ireland
(SBI) Academy, the world of cue
sports witnessed an unforgetta-
ble clash between two of India’s
finest - Kothari and Advani - as
they battled for the coveted 2025
IBSF World Billiards title. The
championship match delivered
everything fans of professional
billiards and snooker hoped for
- drama, precision, passion and
powerful scoring.

Kothari emerged as the
IBSF World Champion with
an emphatic win, scoring 725
points to Advani’s 480. His
brilliant break of 325 was the
match’s standout moment and
marked one of the finest in
recent championship history.
Kothari also notched up breaks
of 119 and 112, showcasing ex-
ceptional composure, focus and
cue control.

This victory marks a historic
first in IBSF World Title (timed
format) for Kothari - 35 years
after his father and billiards
legend Manoj Kothari lifted
this title in 1990 in Bangalore.

Kothari’s triumph is a proud
continuation of his family lega-
cy and a shining moment in his
decorated career, reinforcing
his reputation as a force to be
reckoned with on the interna-
tional cue sports circuit.

Gunners ground Galacticos

Arsenal coach Mikel Arteta
said. “It’s a really special one
against a team that has been an
inspiration for a lot of us in this
competition. To win this tie in
the manner that we have, we
can be very proud.”

Injured Mbappe

Mbappé was replaced by
Brahim Diaz in the 75th with
an apparent injury and part
of the crowd at the Bern-
abeu jeered the France star
when his substitution was
announced. It was another
lackluster performance for
Mbappé, who is yet to win a
Champions League title.

“It's a tough moment,” Ma-
drid's Lucas Vazquez said. “We
tried but in the end we couldn't
achieve our goal. We'll come
back stronger. Madrid always
does.”

Ancelotti's perspective
“We have to hold our heads

high because we did very well
in this competition in recent
years,” Madrid coach Carlo
Ancelotti said. “This year we
have to endure and suffer. In
sport, this can happen because
there are no invincible teams. I
was clear with my players. We
have to keep our heads up, we
have to learn from it and fight
for the next game.”

Arsenal had a chance to in-
crease its advantage after be-
ing awarded a penalty about
10 minutes later, but Saka’s
chip from the spot was saved
by Madrid goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois.

The penalty was awarded
after Raul Asencio held Mikel
Merino inside the area during
a corner Kick in an action that
was missed by French referee
Francois Letexier. But he was
called over to the pitchside
monitor by the VAR to review
the incident and then pointed
to the spot.

Bukayo Saka
and Gabriel
Martinelli strike
as Gunners
dump out
holders to reach
Champions
League
semi-final
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Inter edge Bayern to seal semifinal spot

Milan: Former Bayern Munich defender Benjamin Pavard scored
against his old club to help Inter Milan to a 2-2 draw against the
German team Wednesday, sending the Nerazzurri through to the
Champions League semifinals 4-3 on aggregate. It was Pavard’s
first goal for Inter, after the France international joined from Bayern
in 2023. “There’s certainly a lot of emotions as it’s my first goal,
moreover it’s at San Siro,” said Pavard, who last scored almost
exactly two years ago to the day. “So there were a lot of emotions
but I had to stay in the match, | couldn’t think of the goal, I had to
remain focused.” Harry Kane had leveled the quarterfinal early in
the second half but Inter swiftly turned the game around with goals
from Lautaro Martinez and Pavard on a blustery night in Milan.

Eric Dier headed in the equaliser on the night, in the 76th minute,

to set up a nervy finale. Inter will face Barcelona in the semifinals.
It beat the same opponent in the final four in 2010 on its way to
winning the Champions League and securing the treble under José
Mourinho Simone Inzaghi’s men are in contention to repeat that
feat this season. “We’re not putting limits on ourselves,” Pavard
told broadcaster Amazon Prime. “We have a great team, we have
really great players, with staff that have been working well for two
years.” Inter had stunned Bayern last week, winning 2-1 to inflict the
German team’s first home defeat in the competition in almost four
years. Bayern coach Vincent Kompany said he had “some regrets”
over the two legs, with his team missing a number of chances and
thus missing out on the possibility of lifting the Champions League

trophy in its own stadium May 31.

BCCI removes assistant coach;
support staff set for overhaul

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: The
Indian cricket team’s assis-
tant coach Abhishek Nayar
has been sacked just eight
months into the assignment
amid speculation of a rift with
a high-profile member of the
support staff even though Test
debacles against New Zealand
and Australia are being cited as
the reason for his ouster.

If board sources are to be
believed, Nayar has already
been intimated of the BCCI’s
decision to part ways with him.

“While India’s recent Test
debacles (against New Zea-
land and Australia) has led to
the churning but there is also a
feeling in the BCCI that Nayar
became a scapegoat in the turf
war between an important
member of the support staff and
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a senior star player,” a BCCI
source told PTI.

Fielding coach T Dilip, and
Strength and Conditioning
coach Soham Desai are also on
their way out after completing
more than three years in their
respective positions.

The new Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) of the BCCI

Abhishek Nayar

Tanvi Khanna, Anahat
Singh in quarterfinals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kuala Lumpur, April 17:
Indian squash player Tanvi
Khanna caused a major upset,
defeating top seed N Ching
Cheng of Hong Kong in the
opening round of the World
Championship Qualifying
Event (Asia) here Thursday.

Tanvi, ranked 134th in the
world defeated the Hong Kong
player, ranked 76th, 3-1 (11-7 11-
8 8-11 12-10) to book a place in
the quarterfinals.

She will take on Helen Tang
of Hong Kong (World rank 97)
in the last-eight.

In another opening round
match, leading India player
Anahat Singh (No.63) easily
defeated Philippines’ low-
er-ranked Jemyca Aribado (No
126) 3-0 (11-4 11-5 11-7).

Anahat will take on Japanese
opponent Akari Midorikawa in
the quarterfinals.

Second seeded Akanksha

Tanvi defeated the
Hong Kong player,
ranked 76th, 3-1

to book a place in
the quarterfinals.

Anahat will also
take on Japanese
opponent Akari
Midorikawa in the
quarterfinals

Salunkhe (No 70) overcame
Japan’s lower-ranked Risa
Sugimoto 3-0 (11-4 11-3 11-8)
to set up a quarterfinal clash
against sixth seed Wai Yhann
Au Yeong of Singapore.

In men’s competition, Veer
Chotrani, ranked 63rd in the
world, defeated lower-ranked
Malaysian rival Ong Sai Hung
3-0 (11-7 11-8 14-12) to enter the
quarterfinal.

has capped the support staff’s
tenure at three years.

It is learnt that India’s first
ever Strength and Conditioning
coach Adrian Le Roux is likely
to return for a second stint. The
South African is widely credit-
ed for ushering in a new fitness
culture in the then Sourav Gan-
guly-led Indian team during the
2003 World Cup.

BCCI secretary Devajit
Saikia, when contacted by PTI,
chose to sidestep the query.

“Certain things are being
finalised. You will receive a
press note from BCCI in some
days,” Saikia said when asked
about the development.

The 41-year-old Nayar, a for-
mer all-rounder who played
three ODIs but was largely a
domestic stalwart with 103 first-
class games, didn’t respond to a
text message sent by PTI.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: Sports
minister Mansukh Manda-
viya inaugurated an Athlete
Passport Management Unit
(APMU) at the National Dope
Testing Laboratory (NDTL)
here Thursday, making India
the 17th country in the world
to have a dedicated system for
tracking blood and steroidal
profiles of athletes over a peri-
od of time.

The APMU will serve as a
specialised body responsible
for monitoring and managing
biological passports of athletes.

A biological passport com-
piles data on an athlete’s vari-
ables such as blood parameters,
hormonal levels, and other
physiological markers to detect
doping.

The APMU Kkeeps a tab on
“anomalies or trends indica-
tive of doping” without directly
identifying banned substances.

“APMU is a key milestone

SPORTS P12

Bowlers set up MI’s
4-wicket win over SRH

AGENCIES

Mumbai, April 17: A disci-
plined effort by their bowling
unit, led by Jasprit Bumrah and
skipper Hardik Pandya, helped
Mumbai Indians defeat Sunris-
ers Hyderabad by four wickets
in a low-scoring encounter in
Match 33 of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025 at the Wank-
hede Stadium.

This was the same wicket on
which the Mumbai Indians had
bowled out defending champi-
ons Kolkata Knight Riders for
116 a few days ago. Thursday,
they reaped the juice in the
pitch after electing to bowl first
and restricted Sunrisers Hyder-
abad to 162/5 in 20 overs. The
hosts then rode on vital contri-
butions by Ryan Rickelton (31),
Will Jacks (36), Rohit Sharma
(26) and Suryakumar Yadav
(26) and Tilak Varma (21 not
out) to reach 166/6 in 18.1 overs
and win by four wickets with 11
balls remaining.

They could have had a better
win margin if skipper Hardik
Pandya had not lost his wicket
going for a glory shot with two
runs needed.

It was the Mumbai Indians’
third win in IPL 2025 and took
them to six points and seventh
spot in the standings as they es-
caped from the logjam at four
points towards the bottom of
the points table. Sunrisers Hy-

Neeraj Chopra begins
season with 84.52m

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: Two-
time Olympic medal-winning
javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra
started his season on a high by
winning the Potch Invitational
Track event in Potchefstroom,
South Africa.

Chopra topped the six-man
field, hurling the spear to a
distance of 84.52m at the World
Athletics Continental Tour
Challenger event Wednesday.

The Indian star finished
ahead of 25-year-old South Af-
rican Douw Smit, whose best
throw was 82.44m.

But Chopra’s effort was be-
low his personal best of 89.94m,
while Douw came close to his
personal best of 83.29m.

Chopra and Smit were the
only two athletes to cross the
80m mark in the competition.

I FIGHT AGAINST DOPING
India gets Athlete Pass

- = -

in India's fight against dop-
ing, enabling the longitudinal
tracking of Athletes Biological
profiles through the Athlete Bi-
ological Passport (ABP) system.
This innovative mechanism
will help in detecting doping
patterns and protect the fair-
ness of sports by identifying
unethical practices,” Manda-
viya said at the inauguration.

Mandaviya said India’s AP-
MU will also help neighbour-
ing countries that don’t have
enough resources to set up
similar systems.

The NDTL’s APMU aligns

port Management Unit

Another South African Dun-
can Robertson finished third
with an effort of 71.22m.

Chopra has been training in
Potchefstroom under his new
coach Jan Zelezny of Czech
Republic, who is a three-time
Olympic champion and the
world record holder.

The 27-year-old parted ways
with his long-time German
coach Klaus Bartonietz last
year.

Chopra is scheduled to be-
gin his elite-level campaign
at the Doha Diamond League
May 16.

He won back-to-back Olym-
pics medals in the 2020 Tokyo
(gold) and 2024 Paris Games
(silver). His personal best
of 89.94m was achieved in
2022 and he has been trying
to breach the 90m mark for
considerable time.

1

with the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) guidelines,
strengthening anti-doping pro-
gramme globally.

India joins countries like
China, the USA, Germany,
France, Australia and Japan
among others to have an AP-
MU at its WADA-accredited
dope testing facility.

The inauguration was also
attended by Sujata Chaturvedi,
Secretary (Sports), Kunal, Joint
Secretary (Sports), and other of-
ficers of the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports including PL
Sahu, Director and CEO, NDTL.

IPL STANDINGS
TEAM|(M (W(L | NRR |[PTS

DC 6 5(1/0.744 | 10
GT 6 4(2|1.081 | 8
RCB |6 |4|2/0672| 8
PBKS |6 |42 /0.172| 8
LSG 7141(3/0.08 8
KKR |7 |3(4/0547| 6
Mi 713(/4/0239| 6
RR 7,2|5/-0.714| 4
SRH |72 |5|-1.217| 4
CSK |7 2|5|-1.276| 4

TODAY'S MATCH

Indian Premier League

Time: 07:30 pm

Telecast: Star Sports Network
Stream: JioHotstar

derabad remain on four points.
Brief scores:

Sunrisers Hyderabad 162/5
in 20 overs (Abhishek Sharma
40, Heinrich Klaasen 37; Will
Jacks 2-14, Jasprit Bumrah 1-21)
lost to Mumbai Indians 166/6
in 18.1 overs (Will Jacks 36, Ry-
an Rickelton 31; Pat Cummins
3-26) by four wickets.

CALANCE OPEN

Tapendra Ghal
build 4-shot lead

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: Gur-
ugram’s Tapendra Ghai pro-
duced the day’s best score of
eight-under 62 to build an im-
posing four-shot lead after the
third round of the Rs 1 crore
Calance Open here Thursday.

The 29-year-old Ghai (64-67-
62), who won his only title on
the PGTI in 2018, took his total
to 17-under 193 after his penul-
timate round that helped him
gain three spots from his over-
night tied fourth place.

Delhi’s Honey Baisoya (67),
Ludhiana’s Pukhraj Singh Gill
(68) and Chandigarh’s Yuvraj
Sandhu (69) were all in tied sec-
ond place with matching totals
of 13-under 197.

Ghai, who was the first-round
leader before he slipped three
shots in round two, was in ter-
rific form with the putter on a
day when everyone else strug-
gled with the short putts at the
Qutab Golf Course.

LIMA WORLD CUP

RAIZA DHILLON
FINISHES FIFTH

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lima (Peru), April 17: Paris
Olympian Raiza Dhillon fin-
ished a creditable fifth after
entering her first ISSF World
Cup final in the women’s skeet
event on a day when India
maintained their impressive
run in the tournament here.

At the end of second competi-
tion day, India were second in
the medals tally with two gold,
one silver and a bronze. China
lead the standings.

Raiza, a former junior world
championship silver medallist
and a bronze winner at the
Asian Championships last year,
enjoyed a solid final in a strong
field before bowing out at the
halfway stage of the 60-shot de-
cider with 26 hits to her name.
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