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Bhubaneswar, May 18: The 
Odisha Police have started an 
investigation into the alleged 
links between Puri-based You-
Tuber Priyanka Senapati and 
Jyoti Malhotra, who was arrest-
ed on the charge of passing on 
sensitive information to Paki-
stani intelligence operatives, 
an offi cer said Sunday.

The police found that Malho-
tra, who runs a YouTube chan-
nel - Travel with JO - and hails 
from Hisar in Haryana, had vis-
ited Puri in September 2024 and 
came in contact with Priyanka 
in the coastal town, who is also a 
YouTuber, the offi cer said. 

Jyoti, whose YouTube chan-
nel and Instagram account 
have 3.77 lakh subscribers and 
1.33 lakh followers respectively, 
allegedly was in contact with a 
Pakistani staffer working at the 
Pakistan High Commission in 
Delhi. On May 13, India had ex-
pelled that Pakistani offi cial for 
allegedly indulging in espionage.

The woman in Puri had also 
travelled to Kartarpur Sahib 
Gurdwara in Pakistan recent-
ly, Puri SP Vinit Agrawal said.

“We found that Jyoti Malho-
tra had visited Puri last year, 

and we are verifying the fact. 
Anything more can be shared 
after the verifi cation,” Agrawal 
said. Asked whether the YouTu-
ber from Puri had shared intel-
ligence inputs with Malhotra, 
Agrawal said, “The Haryana 
Police are investigating the 
matter and we are providing 
them the required assistance.”

The police are also ‘examin-
ing the objective’ of Malhotra's 
visit to Puri, and trying to fi nd 
out ‘where she stayed, whom she 
contacted and any possible suspi-
cious activities’, the Puri SP said.

“We are in touch with vari-
ous Central agencies and the 
Haryana Police. We will share 
details with the media after 
fi eld verifi cation,” he said while 
responding to queries from re-

porters.
Priyanka’s father said the 

police had quizzed her daugh-
ter Saturday and sought some 
information. A team of police 
personnel visited the woman's 
residence in Puri for an inves-
tigation into the matter.

“My daughter came in con-
tact with Jyoti Malhotra as both 
are YouTubers. As a friendship 
developed between them, Mal-
hotra visited Puri. As it is a 
matter of the nation's security, 
a proper investigation should be 
carried out. We will cooperate 
with the police,” he said.

“My daughter visited Kartar-
pur in Pakistan with another 
friend, not Malhotra, three or 
four months ago for a pilgrim-
age. My daughter has no involve-
ment in anti-national activities 
and was unaware of Malhotra's 
alleged espionage,” he said.

In a social media post, Pri-
yanka said, “Jyoti was just a 
friend of mine, and I came in 
contact with her through You-
Tube. I was unaware of any-
thing which she is accused of. 
I would not have been in touch 
with her if I knew she was spy-
ing for enemy Pakistan.”

She further stated that her 
connection with Malhotra was 

purely professional, limited to 
content creation.

 “If any investigative agen-
cy wishes to cross-question, 
I would provide full cooper-
ation. Nation is above all. 
Jai Hind,” she wrote on an 
Instagram post.  P8
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I tried to brief him about 
Operation Sindoor. He says 
he already knows. Trump 
has told him everything

Sharvari’s journey Fresh ground ops Electric revolution Punjab beat Rajathan
Actor Sharvari Wagh refl ects on her 
fi lm journey, highlighting the strug-
gles she faced and the unwavering 
dedication behind her success

Israel launches 'extensive' new 
ground operations in Gaza, 
while airstrikes in a new 
offensive kill at least 103 

India continues to be the 
world's largest market for 
electric three-wheelers for a 
second year in a row 

Nehal Wadhera and Shashank 
Singh strike half-centuries, while 
Harpreet Brar takes three wickets 
as Punjab Kings defeat RR
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FLOATING DISASTER: A Mexican navy sailing ship on a global goodwill tour struck the Brooklyn Bridge in New York Saturday, snapping its three masts, killing two crew members and leaving 
some sailors dangling from harnesses high in the air waiting for help.  AP PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, May 18: Legendary 
rock band Guns N' Roses, who 
returned to India after 12 years 
with a live concert, treated fans 
to an energetic show in Mum-
bai that resonated deeply with 
audiences of all ages.

The American group -- com-
prising vocalist Axl Rose, lead 
guitarist Slash, bassist Duff 
McKagan, guitarist Richard 
Fortus and and Richard Fortus, 
rhythm guitarist Izzy Stradlin, 
drummer Isaac Carpenter, and 
keyboardists Dizzy Reed and 
Melissa Reese -- took on the 
stage around 7 pm Saturday at 
the Mahalaxmi Race Course in 
South Mumbai.

Post Operation Sindoor, this 
was the fi rst major concert by 
international artists, which 
saw thousands of people across 
age groups, especially the mid-
dle aged and elderly, queuing 
up as early as 3 pm at the venue.

Guns N' Roses performed 
continuously for over 3 hours 
and belted out over 25 songs, 
including classics such as 
‘Welcome to the Jungle’, ‘It's 
So Easy’, ‘Pretty Tied Up’, ‘Yes-
terday’, ‘November Rain’, and 
‘Knockin’ on Heaven's Door’.

Fans beat the fi nancial city's 
humidity to catch a glimpse of 
the rock band performing their 
childhood favourite songs as they 
turned up in huge numbers with 
hand fans and portable fans.

Many cheered and clapped, 
with some even dancing to their 
cherished tracks. Among them 
was a spirited 68-year-old wom-
an from Bengaluru.

“'November Rain' and 
'Knockin' on Heaven's Door' 
have been my childhood favour-

ites. I have no inhibitions danc-
ing to the songs that I love. It's 
my way of expressing my love 
for them,” she said.

Two cousins, one from Ben-
galuru and another from Kol-
kata, said they thoroughly 
enjoyed the concert and that it 

was worth traveling the miles.
Unlike other notable art-

ists and bands like Ed Sheer-
an, Chris Martin of Coldplay 
band, Maroon 5, and Shawn 
Mendes, who interacted with 
their fans throughout the con-
cert, Guns N' Roses frontman 
Rose chose to entertain simply 
through music.

“I'm having a nice time, hope 
you are having it too,” the vo-
calist said to the crowd, who 
had gathered from different 
parts of the country includ-
ing cities like New Delhi and 
Hyderabad. Towards the end, 
Slash took off his jacket and 
ring and threw them in the au-
dience bay, something for lucky 
fans to remember him by.

Guns N' Roses rekindles nostalgia at Mumbai concert
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Mumbai, May 18: Stopping 
short of calling it a protocol vi-
olation, Chief Justice of India 
BR Gavai Sunday expressed his 
displeasure over the absence 
of senior Maharashtra govern-
ment offi cials, including the 
Chief Secretary, from his fi rst 
public event in the state after 
taking oath as the head of the 
Judiciary. 

“It’s a question of respect by 
the other organs of the institu-
tion to the judiciary,” said CJI 
Gavai, addressing a felicitation 
programme organised here in 
his honour.

“If the Chief Justice of India 
is visiting Maharashtra for the 
fi rst time, and the state’s Chief 
Secretary, the Director General 
of Police, and the Mumbai Po-
lice Commissioner don’t feel it 
appropriate to be present, then 
they need to refl ect on that. 
There’s nothing new about the 
protocol — it’s a matter of re-
spect from one constitutional 
institution to another,” he said.

CJI Gavai said, “When the 
head of a constitutional institu-
tion visits the state for the fi rst 
time, the kind of reception giv-
en to them must be considered 
carefully… These may seem 
like small matters, but people 

need to understand their sig-
nifi cance.”

The three pillars of democracy 
-- the judiciary, the legislature, 
and the executive -- are equal, 
and every organ of the Constitu-
tion must reciprocate and show 
respect to the other, he said.

The CJI’s remarks come at a 
time when there is a perceived 
tension between the judiciary 
and the executive, aggravated 
by the use of strong words by 
constitutional functionaries 
like Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar and some MPs amid 
allegations of judicial overreach 
in the Tamil Nadu Bills case.

In a candid observation, 
the CJI also sought to use the 
Mumbai event to remind the ex-
ecutive about the constitutional 
conventions and limits.

“If it had been one of us in 
such a situation, discussions 
about Article 142 might have 
taken place,” he said, amid a 
light-hearted applause from 
the audience.

The power under Article 142 
of the SC has become a matter 
of debate following the Tamil 
Nadu Bills case verdict, which 
is perceived to have brought the 
functioning of the President and 
Governors under judicial review 
by setting a time limit for grant-
ing assent to bills.

CJI fl ags ‘protocol breach’

City gets NIA 
police station

Bhubaneswar: The state government 
has offi cially designated the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) offi ce in 
Bhubaneswar as a police station with 
jurisdiction across the entire state. 
The move, enabled under Section 2(1)
(u) of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita, 2023, allows the NIA to exer-
cise full investigative powers within 
Odisha for scheduled offences under 
the NIA Act, 2008. According to a 
notifi cation issued by the state Home 
department, the newly recognised po-
lice station will be located at the offi ce 
of Superintendent of Police, In-charge 
of NIA police station, at VSS Nagar 
here. A Superintendent of Police (SP) 
will be in charge of the station. The 
notifi cation will come into effect upon 
its publication in the Odisha Gazette. 
The development follows the recent 
arrest of travel vlogger Jyoti Malhotra 
for her alleged espionage activities 
on behalf of Pakistan. Malhotra had 
visited Odisha in September, during 
which she toured the Jagannath Tem-
ple in Puri, accompanied by Priyanka 
Senapati, another travel vlogger 
based in Puri who is presently under 
the scanner.

Puri YouTuber under scanner
PAK SPY RING

Priyanka and (R) Jyoti 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sonipat (Haryana), May 18: 
Ashoka University's head of 
political science department, 
Ali Khan Mahmudabad, was 
arrested Sunday after two 
FIRs were lodged on stringent 
charges, including endangering 
sovereignty and integrity, for 
his social media posts related 
to Operation Sindoor, police 
and his lawyer said.

One of Mahmudabad's law-
yers, Kapil Balyan, said that 
the associate professor was 
produced before a court this 
evening and was remanded in 
police custody for two days in 
a case registered on the com-
plaint from the Haryana State 
Commission for Women late 
Saturday night.

The arrest comes days after 
the Commission sent a notice 
to him questioning his re-
marks, though Mahmudabad 
had maintained that they 
were ‘misunderstood’ and as-
serted that he had exercised 
his fundamental right to free-
dom of speech.

Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice Narender Kadyan said two 
FIRs were lodged at the Rai po-
lice station here -- one based on 
a complaint from the chairper-
son of Haryana State Commis-
sion for Women, Renu Bhatia, 
and the other on the complaint 
of a village sarpanch.

“Ali Khan Mahmudabad has 
been arrested in Delhi,” ACP, 
Rai, Ajeet Singh said.

Professor held over 
post on Op Sindoor

Top LeT terrorist 
killed in Sindh
New Delhi: Lashkar-e-Taiba 
terrorist Razaullah Nizamani 
alias Abu Saiullah, who was the 
brain behind the 2006 attack on 
the RSS headquarters, was killed 
by unidentifi ed gunmen in Sindh 
province of Pakistan Sunday, 
offi cials here said. Nizamani, 
who had been provided security 
by the Pakistani government, 
had left his residence at Matli 
in Sindh this afternoon and he 
was gunned down by assailants 
near a crossing, the offi cials 
said. Besides masterminding the 
attack on the RSS headquarters 
at Nagpur, the Lashkar operative 
was involved in the Indian 
Institute of Science attack of 
2005 in Bengaluru and the terror 
strike at a CRPF camp at Rampur 
in 2001.  P8
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Hyderabad, May 18: A blaze 
triggered by a suspected short 
circuit in a building near the 
iconic Charminar here Sunday 
left 17 people dead, with a ma-
jority of them being children.

The fi re broke out at a build-
ing in Gulzar House here, po-
lice said.

“All 17 who were shifted to 
hospitals were brought dead,” a 
senior police offi cial said.

A narrow staircase was the 
only escape route for the in-
mates of the building, but they 
could not rush out.

The building housed jewel-
lery shops on the ground fl oor 
and people were residing in a 
fl at above, police said adding 
smoke spread and people suf-
focated.

Telangana State Disaster 
Response and Fire Services 
Director General Y Nagi Red-
dy, who inspected the spot, told 
reporters that the fi re accident 
was reported between 6 am and 
6.15 am.

There was a call to the fi re de-
partment at 6.16 am and the fi re 
engine was turned out at 6.17 
am, he said. There were shops 
on the ground fl oor while the 
fi rst and second fl oors were res-
idential, he said.

“Prima-facie cause of the fi re 
is short circuit in the mains in 
the shopping area,” Reddy said.

A total of 21 people were in 
the building when the fi re erupt-
ed, and of them 17 were shifted 
to hospitals by the fi re depart-
ment in an unconscious state.

There was only one escape 
route, the staircase, which was 
very narrow and the inmates 
could not run to safety, he said.

Telangana Fire Department 
in a statement said the fi re 
broke out on the Ground fl oor 
( G+2 building) and spread to 
the fl oors above.

In a post on X, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi expressed 
anguish over the loss of lives 
due to the fi re tragedy. He an-
nounced `2 lakh for the kin of 
those who died and `50,000 to 
the injured. 

 More P8

17 KILLED IN 
HYDERABAD 
BUILDING FIRE

Faulty PSLV fails to 
deliver satellite in orbit
Sriharikota (Andhra Pradesh): ISRO 
Sunday failed to put its earth observation 
satellite in orbit after its trusted PSLV 
rocket developed a fault minutes after 
launch from the spaceport here.
In ISRO's 101st mission from the space-
port here, the Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV-C61) had a text-book lift 
off at 5:59 am, only to experience an 
anomaly in the 12th minute of the fl ight.
“Today we targeted the 101st launch from 
Sriharikota, the PSLV-C61 EOS-09 mission. 
The PSLV is a four-stage vehicle and up to 
the second stage, the performance was 
normal. The third stage motor started 
perfectly but during the functioning of the 
third stage we are seeing an observation 
and the mission could not be accom-
plished," Indian Space Research Organi-
sation (ISRO) Chairman V Narayanan said. 
He said there was a fall in the chamber 
pressure of the motor case and the mis-
sion could not be accomplished. "We are 
studying the entire performance, we shall 
come back at the earliest," Narayanan 
said post the unsuccessful launch.  P9



Mumbai: Huma Qureshi, widely praised for her powerful per-
formance as Rani Bharti in the hit series Maharani, recently 
spoke out about the changing digital entertainment landscape 
and the persistent issue of pay inequality in the industry. 
While she acknowledged the tremendous opportunities that 
OTT platforms have created for actors, she also highlighted 
the glaring pay gap that continues to disadvantage women.

Despite Maharani being one of the most-watched shows 
and her playing the central role that drives the narrative, 
Huma revealed she is still paid signifi cantly less than her 
male counterparts. She expressed her disappointment that 
even when a female actor is instrumental in a show’s success, 
male actors continue to receive disproportionately higher fees. 
Citing examples, she pointed out that some male actors re-
portedly earn as much as 45 crore for OTT projects—a fi gure 
far from what most female leads are offered.

When asked about this persistent disparity, 
Huma candidly admitted, “It’s just the way 
it is,” acknowl- edging the lack of a clear 
justifi cation for such pay gaps. How-
ever, she re- mains hopeful. With in-
creasing con- versations and greater 
awareness about this issue, she 
believes that the industry might 
eventually move to-
ward a more bal-
anced and eq- uitable 

system 
of com-
pensa-
tion. 
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You are going to be excep-
tionally intense in the way 
you communicate your emotions and 
feelings. You will, no doubt, succeed in 
making the impact, the impression you 
are striving to make, says Ganesha. You 
will be so involved in this that you are 
likely to get caught in the mysterious 
and magical web of relationships. You 
are advised not to get too mixed up in 
inter personal affairs and focus on more 
meaningful things instead

An occurrence from the past 
will become a cause of worry 
for you today.You will also 
be concerned owing to the deteriorating 
health of the elders in your family. You 
will encounter medical expenses. The lat-
er half of the day should see your worries 
abate somewhat, says Ganesha.

You are business like and 
practical in your approach, 
however, you have a ten-
dency to lose your temper. You will be 
able to channelise your aggression into 
business today. It is a good thing, since 
you need an outlet for your energy. The 
advise of your elders will help you. You 
will be able to comfortably sail through 
the day today, says Ganesha.

Don't procrastinate mattersre-
garding your health, advises 
ganesha.Today you are raring 
to take on some past wounds. However, 
peace and quietude are the dominant 
fl avours today. Ganesha suggests that you 
go ahead and enjoy yourself, if only just to 
recharge your batteries.

Blood is thicker than water, 
and you will experience this 
in true sense today, says 
Ganesha. Dedicate this day to your family 
and friends, enjoy and make merry. Feel 
as if you are on the top of this world when 
you set out on a secret date with your 
beloved. Lifeis beautiful, indeed!

Tempers will fl y today, warns 
Ganesha. Rein in your anger 
by the leash of control and re-
straint. But the buck will stop somewhere! 
When it does, dig your feet in and battle 
the crunch situation, advises Ganesha.

You are witty and wise. With 
your extraordinary vision 
and intelligence you will 
help many their career and later, thanks 
to you, they will be near to their goals. 
Whenever some dark clouds of reality 
hover above your head, you know how to 
fi nd the silver lining and get out of a prob-
lem. If you are handling a project, you 
will bring it to its successful completion 
today, foretells Ganesha.

The cupid may strike you 
today. You don't want make 
a wrong fi rst impression, so 
wear something nice and be presentable 
all the time. Professionally, the day will 
be favourable for you to make some 
important decisions. Overall, you are in a 
happy mood and you will spread the joy 
around, feels Ganesha.

Organized and sorted as you 
are, you will still fi nd yourself 
clouded with emotions today. 
Those you are thoughtful and calculative 
as a person, you will discover the joy of 
emotions and the warmth that accompa-
nies them. You will take the time to feel 
things instead of thinking of them and 
this change in your behaviour will either 
be the cause of worry or amusement for 
those who are close to you, says Ganesha.

Ganesha says you will stay 
in accordance with your 
prestige or social status. Your innovative 
ideas will help you progress in your work 
fi eld. Now is a good time to put into 
completion those ideas, which had taken 
a back seat. Ganesha wishes you a day 
full ofjoy and happiness ahead

People will surround you. You 
will entertain them with your 
hilarity. Social contacts will benefi t you. 
Students will excel and concentrate on their 
work. It will be a good day, says Ganesha.

Ganesha anticipates some 
exciting times for you. You 
are likely to meet some 
people today who will prove to be assets 
in the future. You apply yourself to 
perfection in work, and in your thinking. 
Towards that end, says Ganesha, you will 
have to remain practical.
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WILLEM DAFOE TO 
STAR IN CUDDLE 

SCARLETT JOHANSSON SETS 
NEW RECORD ON SNL

Hollywood star Willem Dafoe is set to 
feature in the near-future drama, titled 
Cuddle. According to the entertainment news 
outlet Variety, the fi lm is directed by Barbara 
Paz, it marks her fi ction feature debut. The 
project also reunites Dafoe and Paz, who 
worked together in My Hindu Friend

Scarlett Johansson made Saturday Night Live 
history by becoming the most frequent female 
host in the iconic show’s history. Hosting the 
season fi nale of SNL’s milestone 50th season, 
Johansson marked her seventh time at the helm, 
surpassing previous record-holders Tina Fey and 
Drew Barrymore, who each hosted six times
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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New Delhi: Ultra 
Media & Entertain-
ment Group has un-
veiled fully restored 

versions of Guru 
Dutt's iconic fi lms, 

including Pyaasa and 
Kaagaz Ke Phool, at the 

Cannes Film Festival as 
a tribute to the legendary 

fi lmmaker ahead of his 
100th birth anniversary.

The company is hosting 
a special showcase at the 
78th edition of the fi lm gala 
through a dedicated stall, 
where Dutt’s movies are 

being presented as part of a 
celebration of his cinematic 
legacy.

Chaudhvin Ka Chand and 
Sahib Bibi Aur Ghulam are 
some of Dutt’s other fi lms 
that will be screened.

“This is a small homage 
that we are paying to the leg-
endary actor, producer and 
fi lmmaker Guru Dutt,” said 
Rajat Agrawal, COO & Direc-
tor, Ultra Media & Entertain-
ment Group.

“Film restoration and 
preservation are not just 
about technology; they are 

also about respect for our 
storytellers, audiences, and 

cultural legacy,” he added.
Born July 9, 1925, Dutt 

made his debut as an actor 
with a minor role in 1945’s 
Lakhrani. Regarded as one of 
the greatest actor-fi lmmak-
ers of Indian cinema, Dutt 
was known for his multi-lay-
ered storytelling that simul-
taneously explored themes 
of romance, poverty, come-
dy, satire, and social ills. His 
fi lmmaking was considered 
unconventional in his exper-
iments with light and shad-
ows, and evocative imagery.
 PTI

Mumbai: Sharvari, who recently clinched the Best Young Actor award 
at the Zee Cine Awards, took a moment to refl ect on her journey in the 
fi lm industry.

Opening up about the hurdles she overcame and the dedication that 
fueled her success, the actress shared that the audience has helped her 
fi nd her feet in this industry. At the Zee Cine Awards 2025, 
Sharvari won the award for ‘Outstand- ing Perfor-
mance by a Young Talent’ for her role in Munjya 
and Vedaa.

Sharvari shared, “2024 has truly 
been my luckiest year — a year fi lled 
with amazing opportunities and 
huge success stories. To have 
a 100 crore hit, to receive 
unanimous love for my act-
ing in Vedaa and Maharaj, 
to get the kind of fi lms that 
I have got now due to these 
successes is truly incredi-
ble.”

Speaking about her latest 
win, the Maharaj actress 
credits the audience for em-
bracing her and delivering 
the hits that proved her unde-
niable talent and right-
ful place in the in-
dustry. 

Work-wise, 
Sharvari is next 
gearing up for 
the release of 
her upcoming 
project Al-
pha, part of 
the YRF Spy 
Universe, 
where she 
stars along-
side Alia 
Bhatt. The 
fi lm, direct-
ed by Shiv 
Rawail—
known for 
The Rail-
way Men—
is sched-
uled for 
release 
Decem-
ber 25, 
2025.
IANS

Sharvari’s 
luckiest year

GURU DUTT CLASSICS AT CANNES

Huma on pay 
disparity

Saiyami describes Saiyami describes 
her ideal manher ideal man

Mumbai: Saiyami Kher once revealed her idea of the 
perfect man—and it's not just one person, but a com-
bination of three iconic personalities. 

In a 2023 interview, she shared that she was single 
at the time and often joked about wishing Gulzar saab 
were 50 years younger. For her, the ideal partner would 
be someone who merges the poetic soul of Gulzar, the 
sportsmanship and passion of Sachin Tendulkar, and 
the emotional strength and vulnerability of Roger Fed-
erer—a dream blend of intellect, heart, and athleticism.

Interestingly, acting wasn’t always on Saiyami’s 
radar. A sportsperson for most of her life, she never 
saw herself in front of the camera. It wasn’t until col-
lege—where the theatre scene was thriving—that she 
decided to explore the craft. To everyone’s surprise, 
especially her own, she took to acting quite natural-
ly. Though she’s inherently reserved and introverted, 
Saiyami found that acting gave her a space to channel 
emotions she otherwise kept buried. It became a form 
of emotional release, allowing her to step into various 
lives and stories. What started as a curious experiment 
soon turned into a deep passion. Today, she says she 
can’t imagine herself doing anything else.  AGENCIES
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TECHIE DROWNS, ANOTHER MISSING IN KATHAJODI 
Bhubaneswar: One engineer drowned and another went missing while bathing in 
Kathajodi river in Cuttack Sunday afternoon, police said. The incident took place 

when four persons, working with a private construction company engaged for 
renovation work of SCB Medical College and Hospital campus, went to the river 
around 3pm, they said. One of the engineers lost balance and slipped into deep 

waters, while another, in an attempt to rescue him, jumped into the river and got 
swept away by the strong current, a police offi cer said. The deceased has been 

identifi ed as Rutikesh Matal of Maharashtra. The body of the deceased has been 
fi shed out, while a search operation is underway to trace his colleague, he said. The 

company offi cials identifi ed the missing engineer as Rutik Bhonje from Maharashtra. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, May 18: The 
state government has planned 
several programmes next month 
to celebrate the completion of 
the fi rst year of the BJP dispen-
sation in the state, offi cials said 
Sunday.

Several events such as pub-
lication of report cards, exhibi-
tions and public meetings would 
be conducted at the block, dis-
trict and state levels from June 
11 to 13, they said. 

Chief Secretary Manoj Ahuja 
Saturday held a meeting to make 
preparations for the celebrations 
of the fi rst anniversary of the 
Mohan Charan Majhi govern-
ment, an offi cial said. Ahuja 

advised secretaries of various 
departments to showcase their 
achievements through exhibi-
tions, thematic discussions, cul-
tural events, book fairs, informa-
tion booths and art exhibitions.

The state-level programme 
will be held here at Janata 
Maidan, while the districts will 
host three-day-long events and 
fi ve-day exhibitions by Odisha 
Rural Development and Market-
ing Society (ORMAS), another 
offi cial said. The Information 
and Public Relations (I&PR) de-
partment will release a booklet, 
highlighting notable achieve-
ments of various departments 
in the last one year of the state 
government. The achievements 
made in the execution of Central 

schemes and projects will also be 
highlighted in the report, the 
offi cials said. The Chief Secre-
tary has also directed all major 
departments to release their 
report cards, highlighting their 
successes and achievements.

The reports should include de-
tails of the government’s efforts 
in welfare schemes, poverty al-
leviation and uplifting margin-
alised communities, he advised.

The Culture department has 
been asked to organise an artist 
camp in support of the Lalit Kala 
Akademi.

The departments were also 
asked to publish success stories 
of various welfare schemes and 
activities of the government in 
newspapers and other media.

BJP govt’s 1st anniv to be a grand affair

POLITICKLE by MANJUL
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 18: Cy-
ber Police Sunday arrested 
three miscreants for allegedly 
duping a city resident of `10 
lakh by luring him with high 
returns on his investments. 

The arrested were identifi ed 
as Sidharth Pujari, 25, Abinash 
Sahoo, 37, and Bibek Singh, 35. 
According to Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP) Jagmo-
han Meena, “Sidharth and Abi-
nash ran two companies name-
ly GPNS business private limit-
ed and Asspay digital services 
private limited, respectively.”

The police have seized `5.3 
lakh, fi ve mobile phones, sev-
en cheque books, one laptop, 
and one iPad from the trio, the 
DCP added. While Sidharth was 
arrested from Jeypore town in 
Koraput, Abinash was nabbed 
from Khurda, he said. 

The arrests followed a com-
plaint lodged by victim Soumya 
Ranjan Pradhan, a resident of 
Mancheswar area here, Jan-
uary 1, 2025. He alleged that 
Sidharth lured him to invest in 
GPNS business private limited, 
with a monthly commission of 7 
per cent. “Soumya transferred 
`10 lakh in three instalments – 
`2.5 lakh in July 29, 2024, `4.5 
lakh in September 9, 2024, and 
`3 lakh in November 11, 2024 
– to the company’s bank ac-
count,” said Meena. 

The Cyber Police has booked 
the trio under Sections 318 (4), 
318 (2), 319 (2), and a host of oth-
er sections under BNS, along 
with Section 66 (D) of Informa-
tion Technology Act. They were 
produced before a local court 
Sunday for remand.

Three cyber crooks 
held for `10L fraud

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, May 18: The 
strength and valour of our 
armed forces displayed during 
Operation Sindoor has made 
every Indian proud, Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi said 
while participating in a ‘Sin-
door Yatra’ at Sarasara village 
in Boudh district.

Majhi stated that the bound-
less ‘Sindoor Yatra’ is not lim-
ited to Boudh or Bhubaneswar 
but is being held in villages 
across Odisha, refl ecting the 
government’s zero-tolerance 
policy towards terrorism.

Hundreds of women joined 
the procession, holding the 
tricolor and chanting slogans 
like “Jai Hind” and “Bharat 
Mata Ki Jai”.

The Chief Minister also par-
ticipated in the Yatra, march-
ing through the villages along 
with BJP MP Sukanta Kumar 
Panigrahi, party chief whip 
Saroj Kumar Pradhan, and 
Kantamal MLA Kanhai Cha-
ran Danga.

Majhi emphasised the signif-
icance of Operation Sindoor, 
stating that such a fi erce attack 
had not been carried out inside 
Pakistani territory since 1971.

He noted that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has made it clear 
that any terrorist attack on Indi-
an soil would be treated as an act 
of war against the nation.

“Our army was always capa-
ble,” the Chief Minister said, 

“but due to a lack of political 
will in the past, many Indians 
had to pay with their lives.”

He appealed to every citizen 
to participate in the Tricolor 
Yatra to honour the brave sol-
diers who protect the nation.

Majhi added that the suc-
cess of Operation Sindoor has 
elevated India’s security forc-
es to the status of a leading 
military power on the global 
stage, and every Indian should 
take pride in it.

New hosp, bus stand in Boudh soon
Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi Sunday said that a 300-bed hospital and 

a new bus stand will be inaugurated soon in Boudh. Majhi visited Boudh 
district and reviewed various developmental works underway in the district. 
During the review meeting held at at District Collector’s Conference Hall, offi -
cials informed the Chief Minister that a major road project worth `28 crore has 
been inaugurated to enhance connectivity. Similarly, a new railway station 
building at Boudh is nearing completion. Majhi said that there has been signifi -
cant progress in many developmental projects like construction of roads and 
bridges, drinking water supply projects, education and health infrastructure 
in Boudh district. He directed the district administration to expedite the works 
which are being carried out at a slow pace. No compromise will be made with 
the quality of work, the CM said, adding that regular inspection system should 
be tightened to check the quality of the works, he told the offi cials present 
at the meeting. The Chief Minister also criticised the past neglect of Boudh 
by previous administrations and reiterated his government's commitment to 
transforming it into a model district, with plans to promote industrialisation, 
tourism, and renewable energy.

Operation Sindoor made 
every Indian proud: CM
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RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, May 18: As 
career options diversify and 
job markets evolve, students 
in Odisha are increasingly 
grappling with critical choices 
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures. Infl uenced 
by parental expectations, peer 
trends, and emerging sectors 
like technology, healthcare, 
and national service, the ques-
tion persists—who should 

guide students in making in-
formed decisions?

A growing concern is the 
herd mentality among stu-
dents. “When I passed Class 
10, everyone was talking about 
which stream to choose. Most 
just followed their friends—I 
did the same,” shared Nidhi 
Agarwal, a recent graduate 
from Bhubaneswar. “Looking 
back, I feel career counselling 
could have broadened my out-
look. Students need to know 
there are more options beyond 
science and commerce.”

However, student aspirations 
are not monolithic. Chirag Mal-
lick, a Class 12 student at DAV 
Public School, said, “I haven’t 
decided yet, but I’m inclined 
towards a BSc in Physics or 
B.Tech in Computer Science. 
My interest in Physics started 

early, and my parents have giv-
en me full freedom to choose.”

Yet, parental infl uence re-
mains strong, often guided by 
conventional ideas of stability. 
“We want what’s best for our 
children. Engineering and med-
icine have always felt secure,” 
said Madhusmita Mohanty, a 
parent. “That said, we are now 

open to newer fi elds like cyber-
security or agri-tech, as long as 
there’s job potential.”

Teachers, too, play a key 
role in shaping student choic-
es. “We interact with students 
daily and understand their 
potential,” said Manoj Kumar 
Nayak, PGT Economics at DEV 
International School. “While 
professional counsellors are 
valuable, teachers are in a 
strong position to identify and 
nurture students’ strengths.”

Narsingh Majhi, PRO and 
member of the Career Coun-
seling and Placement Cell at 
Rama Devi Women’s Universi-
ty, added, “Career counselling 
must be institutionalised—
just like yoga is today. Stu-
dents also need soft skills and 
exposure to emerging career 
paths. Teachers can bridge 

that gap due to their academic 
rapport with students.”

Odisha’s growing economy, 
with Bhubaneswar emerging 
as a tech hub and traditional 
sectors like steel, agriculture, 
and tourism opening new ca-
reer avenues, is infl uencing 
student choices. Prestigious 
institutions such as IIT Bhu-
baneswar and NIT Rourkela 
further strengthen the state’s 
academic landscape.

In conclusion, there is con-
sensus among stakeholders: 
students must be empowered 
with both freedom and in-
formed guidance. A hybrid 
model involving parents, teach-
ers, and trained counsellors 
could help Odisha’s youth align 
their passions with purpose—
building careers that are both 
meaningful and future-ready.

CAREER TUG-OF-WARCAREER TUG-OF-WAR

Students caught between demands and dreams
In an evolving job market, 

Odisha’s youth grapple 
with making informed 
choices that will shape 

their academic and 
professional lives
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I, Sanjay Kumar 
Acharya, S/o Harihar 
Acharya, R/o Ujjalpur, 
Sundergarh, Ujalpur 
Sundergarh, Odisha 
770011, have changed 
the name of  my minor 
son namely Ikansh 
Acharya (Aged 05 years) 
and he shall hereafter 
be known as Agasthya 
Acharya for all future 
purposes.

I, Rakesh Agarwalla, 
S/o Gobind Prasad 
Agarwalla, R/O Ward 
No-11, At/p.o.: Karanjia, 
Dist.: Mayurbhanj, 
Odisha-757037 shall 
henceforth be known 
as Rakesh Kumar 
Agarwalla vide an 
affi davit sworn before 
The Notary Public 
at Karanjia Court on 
20.01.2025. That Rakesh 
Kumar Agarwalla and 
Rakesh Agarwalla all 
are the same and one 
identical person.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

I, Prasanta Kumar 
Gadanayak, S/o - 
Duryodhan Gadanayak, 
At/P.O.- Khalari, P.S./
Dist.- Angul do hereby 
declare that I lost 
my mutation case 
record vide No. 928/99 
alongwith Final Decree 
of  Civil Suit No. 36/1994 
somewhere else. On 
found please contact on 
my Mo. No. 9861553157.

LOST

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore/Bhubaneswar, May 
18: In a signifi cant step for ma-
rine conservation, a women-led 
beach cleanup was recently 
conducted at Dublagadi beach 
in Balasore, marking the fi rst 
community-driven environ-
mental initiative in the area. 
The drive was organised by 
members of the Kalyani and 
Radhakrushna Village Forest 
Councils, with over 30 partic-
ipants from local fi shing and 
forest-dependent communities.

The cleanup removed more 
than 250kg of plastic waste, 
ghost nets, and other harmful 
non-biodegradable materials 
threatening marine life and 
coastal habitats. Ghost nets—

abandoned fi shing gear—are 
especially hazardous as they 
continue to trap marine an-
imals and damage breeding 
grounds.

The initiative was jointly 
organised by Bikash Saathi, 
Wildlife Trust of India, Fon-

dation Segré, and the Forest 
department.

Key speakers, including 
Biswajeet Panda, Rebati Singh, 
and Rashmirekha Kabat from 
Bikash Saathi, highlighted the 
impact of plastic waste on ma-
rine species such as the endan-

gered Horseshoe Crab and its 
repercussions on human health 
through the food chain. 

Forester Sasmita Shial 
played a crucial role in coor-
dinating the event, ensuring 
smooth collaboration between 
government agencies and local 
communities.

This successful cleanup 
serves as an inspiring example 
of community-led conservation 
with women at the forefront, 
sending a strong message about 
the power of collective action to 
protect marine biodiversity and 
maintain healthy coastal eco-
systems. “It’s time to unite and 
keep our beaches clean—not 
just for us, but for the marine 
species that depend on them,” 
said the organisers.

Women lead Dublagadi beach cleanup

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 18: The 
Regional Science Centre (RSC) 
in Bhubaneswar celebrated 
International Museum Day 
2025 Sunday with a dynamic 
mix of exhibitions, talks, and 
student-led displays, drawing 
enthusiastic participation from 
the public.

This year’s theme, “The 
Future of Museums in Rapid-
ly Changing Communities,” 
guided the event, which fea-
tured free entry to encourage 
community engagement. A 
highlight was the “Har Ghar 
Museum” campaign, inviting 
individuals and families to 
share photographs and videos 
of personal collections. The ini-
tiative emphasised the cultural 
signifi cance of everyday objects 
and family heirlooms.

Two standout exhibitions 
attracted particular attention. 
Bibhudatta Mishra, a noted fi sh 
museologist and member of the 
Eastern India Philatelists’ As-
sociation, presented “Intimate 
Fish Museology – The Science 
Behind,” exploring scientif-
ic and cultural aspects of his 
collection. Another exhibit, 
“Exploring Science & Culture 
in Collectable Odisha,” was led 
by Bibhuti Patnaik, retired offi -
cial of the Odisha Hydro Power 

Corporation and a passionate 
philatelist. His presentation 
showcased Odisha’s rich heri-
tage through stamps and other 
collectibles.

Student exhibits, displayed 
May 17 and 18, featured rare 
stamps and vintage currency, 
engaging visitors of all ages. 
The celebration also included 
a fi lm screening and an inter-
active talk titled “Personal Mu-
seology – The Search Behind,” 
where Mishra shared his jour-
ney as a collector and his meth-
ods of sourcing and preserving 
artefacts.

RSC project coordinator 
Kapil Jain noted the evolving 
role of museums. “They are no 
longer just about preserving 
the past,” he said. “They are 
dynamic institutions that con-
nect communities and promote 
scientifi c thinking.”

INT’L MUSEUM DAY

RSC marks occasion with exhibits, talks
Institute brings science to life, celebrating community learning and creativity

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar/Keonjhar, 
May 18: With soaring tem-
peratures breaking records 
year after year, summer days in 
Odisha’s towns and cities have 
taken on a deserted look. While 
people seek refuge indoors, ani-
mals and birds struggle to fi nd 
water to quench their thirst and 
survive the harsh heat.

Addressing the urgent issue, 
nature lover and social activist 
Trilochan Sahoo has taken a 
commendable step by installing 
water pots for birds at several 
locations under Anandpur Mu-
nicipality in Keonjhar.

Water pots have been 
placed in key areas including 
Shalabani Chowk, Mochinda 
Chowk–Fakirpur Road, Gha-
shipura, Fakirpur, Iria, Jaanra, 
Jhadeshwar River Ghat, and 
Bridge Chowk. 

“There have been many cas-
es of birds dying from dehydra-
tion during the intense summer 
heat. Through this small effort, 
we hope to save lives and raise 
awareness about the impor-
tance of caring for our envi-
ronment,” Sahoo stated.

He also expressed a special 
focus on protecting crows, often 
overlooked in conservation ef-
forts. “I noticed crows drinking 
water from the pots near Mo-
chinda Chowk-Fakirpur Road 
and decided to continue this ini-
tiative by adopting innovative 
conservation methods to ensure 
their safety,” he added.

The campaign has garnered 
support from other dedicated 
social workers including Raj 
Kishore Barik, Prasanna Na-
hak, Ranjit Nayak, Saroj Ku-
mar Sahu, and Manoj Kumar 
Sahoo, who helped install the 
pots and spread awareness.

A native of Fakirpur village 
in Keonjhar district, Sahoo is 
also known for his extensive 
afforestation work. He has 
planted thousands of trees and 
developed a green forest area 
in his village, inspiring many 
through his commitment to na-
ture conservation.

Trilochan Sahoo sets up 
water pots in Anandpur

REGALING POSE: Artistes perform Odissi at ‘Upasaranam’ organised by Srjan at Rabindra Mandap in Bhubaneswar, Sunday PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 18: Depu-
ty Chief Minister Kanak Vard-
han Singh Deo held crucial 
meetings with Union Minis-
ters in New Delhi Sunday.  The 
meetings focused on strength-
ening the state’s infrastructure 
and contributing to national 
defence preparedness.

During a detailed discussion 
with Union Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Singh Deo 
reviewed the progress of ma-
jor railway projects in Odisha. 
The talks emphasised enhanc-
ing connectivity in backward 
regions such as South Odisha 
and expediting pending rail 
infrastructure developments.

Highlighting the Centre’s 
growing support, Singh Deo 
pointed out that the Union 
Government has signifi cantly 
increased its allocation for Odi-
sha’s railway sector—Rs 10,599 
crore in the 2025–26 Union Bud-
get, compared to `838 crore 
during 2009–2014. This twelve-
fold rise underlines a renewed 
focus on Odisha’s transporta-
tion growth.

Among the key projects dis-
cussed were the fi nal location 
survey for a proposed 250-ki-

lometre railway line between 
Gopalpur and Rayagada, and 
the doubling of the Nuapada–
Gunupur–Theruvali line. These 
developments aim to boost in-
dustrial corridors, generate em-
ployment, and benefi t remote 
tribal belts in the state.

In a separate meeting, Singh 
Deo met Union Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh for a courte-
sy visit. He praised the Defence 
Minister’s leadership and reaf-
fi rmed Odisha’s alignment with 
national strategic goals. 

The interaction highlighted 
shared concerns on defence pre-
paredness and the importance 
of Centre-state coordination in 
national security matters.

“These meetings refl ect our 
commitment to accelerating 
Odisha’s development by close-
ly working with the Centre on 
strategic and infrastructure 
priorities,” Singh Deo stated.

The visit underscores the 
state government’s proactive 
approach to building partner-
ships for transformative growth 
and national interest.

Singh Deo holds key
talks with Vaishnaw POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 18: The 
BJP Kisan Morcha state pres-
ident Maheswar Sahu Sunday 
expressed gratitude to Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi for the state government’s 
proactive steps toward farmer 
welfare, particularly the recent 
cabinet decision to provide aid 
to farmers affected by unsea-
sonal rain and nor’westers.

During a meeting at the Chief 
Minister’s offi cial residence, Sahu, 
along with state secretary Bikram 
Keshari Routray, conveyed their 
appreciation for the CM’s focus on 
agricultural development.

Sahu lauded the Chief Minis-
ter’s commitment to doubling 
farmers’ income in Odisha and 
highlighted several key welfare 
measures. These include the pro-
curement of paddy at `3,100 per 
quintal, creation of cold storage 
facilities in 58 subdivisions, irri-
gation support for 15 lakh hect-
ares, and an annual assistance 
of `4,000 to over 51 lakh farmers 
under the CM Kisan Yojana, dis-
bursed in two installments.

He also welcomed the gov-
ernment’s decision to offer an 
incentive of `58,000 per hectare 
for potato cultivation, describ-
ing it as a signifi cant boost for 
crop diversifi cation and income 
enhancement. “These initia-
tives refl ect the Chief Minis-
ter’s strong resolve to ensure 
farmer prosperity and sustain-
able agricultural growth in the 
state,” Sahu said.

He added that discussions 
were held on strategies to ensure 
these schemes effectively reach 
grassroots farmers. “The Chief 
Minister has assured robust 
implementation and urged us to 
take an active role in spreading 
awareness among the farming 
community,” Sahu noted.

BJP Kisan Morcha 
thanks CM Majhi
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Keonjhar, May 18:  The Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) has sought an Ac-
tion Taken Report (ATR) from 
the Keonjhar District Collector 
on the deplorable quality of life 
of rural populace in the district 
who are deprived of basic ed-
ucation, healthcare, employ-
ment, and essential amenities.

Acting on a petition fi led 
by human rights activist and 
Supreme Court lawyer Rad-
hakanta Tripathy, the NHRC 
passed the order, highlighting 
the precarious living condi-
tions and deprivation faced by 
residents in 781 villages across 
the district.

Tripathy stated that although 
Keonjhar generates substantial 
revenue for the state, its peo-
ple continue to live in abject 
poverty. The northern district 
holds vast reserves of iron ore, 
chromite, limestone, dolomite, 
nickel, and granite. According 
to District Mineral Foundation 
(DMF) reports, Keonjhar has an 
estimated 2,555 million tonnes 
of iron ore reserves, expected 
to last for another 60 years at 
the current extraction rate of 55 
million tonnes annually.

Despite the district’s mineral 
wealth, the tribal (44.5%) and 
Scheduled Caste (11.62%) pop-

ulations face ongoing political, 
social, cultural, economic, and 
environmental marginalisa-
tion. Mining companies, Trip-
athy contended, continue to ac-
cumulate wealth by displacing 
and neglecting these vulnerable 
communities.

Citing a baseline survey, 
Tripathy pointed out that 
94.1% of households are below 
the poverty line, and 58.4% 
live in mud houses. Although 
substantial development funds 
are made available to district 
authorities, poor utilisation has 
resulted in widespread depriva-
tion. The failure to develop road 
infrastructure has exacerbated 
poverty, malnutrition, and so-
cial exclusion in tribal areas.

Tripathy noted that there 
is no shortage of resources or 
funds for social and economic 
development. Proper utilisa-
tion and equitable distribution 
of DMF funds could eradicate 
hunger, poverty, and home-
lessness while establishing 
world-class infrastructure in 
health, education, transport, 
and communication, trans-
forming the lives of people 
across 2,137 villages and 297 
gram panchayats.

Based on international calcu-
lations, if DMF funds are dis-
bursed appropriately, each vil-
lage in Keonjhar could receive 

`5.46 crore, and each gram pan-
chayat could get `39.34 crore, 
the petition argued.

Tripathy further criticised 
successive state governments 
for approaching mineral-rich 
districts like Keonjhar with a 
rent-seeking, colonial mind-
set—extracting wealth without 
addressing the welfare of the 
local population. He labelled 
this neglect as a result of vi-
sionless leadership that treats 
politics as a means of personal 
enrichment.

He urged the NHRC to ini-
tiate an urgent reassessment 
of the quality of life of tribal 
communities in Keonjhar and 
to explore the role of education 
in improving these conditions. 
He also recommended the im-
plementation of Artifi cial Intel-
ligence (AI)-driven accessibility 
audits to improve planning and 
execution processes. These au-
dits, he said, could help iden-
tify infrastructure gaps in real 
time using sensor networks and 
computer vision systems.

“The commission is of the 
considered view that the allega-
tions levelled in the complaint 
are serious violations of the 
human rights of the victims. 
Accordingly, the registry is 
directed to send a copy of the 
complaint to the District Magis-
trate-cum-Collector, Keonjhar, 
Odisha, to examine the matter 
and submit a report expedi-
tiously within a period of 15 
days, treating the matter as 
very urgent,” the NHRC stated 
in its order.

As per DMF Keonjhar, a to-
tal of  `11,684 crore has been 
collected cumulatively. In the 
2023–24 fi nancial year alone, 
`1,731 crore was collected, 
compared with `580 crore in 
2014–15. As per constitution-
al provisions, these funds are 
intended for the welfare of lo-
cal communities, particularly 
those affected by mining-relat-
ed industrialisation.

NHRC seeks ATR on condition 
of rural populace in Keonjhar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jharsuguda, May 18: Fear of 
loss of jobs among workers of a 
steel plant in Jharsuguda has 
been growing with each pass-
ing day, following the Supreme 
Court setting aside a resolution 
plan and ordering liquidation 
of the unit’s original owner, 
Bhushan Power and Steel Lim-
ited (BSPL), earlier this month.

The workers, who have been 
demonstrating in front of the 
plant for the past several days, 
said they do not understand le-
gal issues involved in the case, 
and only want their jobs to be 
protected.

Not only the plant’s employ-
ees, but also contractual work-
ers, local vendors, and small 
traders are a worried lot as 
they held demonstrations at the 
main gate of the plant, original-
ly owned by BPSL.

After the BSPL failed to re-
pay a loan of over `47,000 crore, 
lenders dragged the company 
to insolvency proceedings and 
JSW Steel emerged as the suc-
cessful bidder for BSPL.

The Supreme Court May 2, 
however, set aside a resolution 
plan submitted by JSW Steel for 
BSPL, holding it illegal and in 
violation of the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC). The 

apex court also ordered the liq-
uidation of BSPL under the IBC.

The functional and now a 
profi t-making unit has also 
been the industrial showpiece 
in the mineral-rich region, and 
many people depend on it for 
their livelihood.

While about 3,000 people are 
directly employed in the BPSL 
plant, it provides indirect em-
ployment to around 20,000 oth-
ers. They include suppliers, 
transporters, shopkeepers and 
small traders.

As an air of uncertainty pre-
vails in the western Odisha 
town which used to be affected 
by migration of workers, state 
Industries Minister Sampad 
Candra Swain told PTI, “We 
are looking into the matter. I 
do not want to speak more on 
the issue now.”

Workers do not want the le-
gal wrangle to jeopardise their 
livelihood. “We are worried 
about our ‘roji roti’ (liveli-

hood). The company is making 
profi ts due to stability in its 
operations. Thousands of peo-
ple will be forced to starve or 
start migrating again if there 
is liquidation,” said one of the 
workers of the plant, who did 
not wish to be identifi ed.

Asked about the court or-
der, another employee said, 
“We are not legal experts and 
don’t understand the law. We 
only want our livelihoods to be 
protected.”

The local sarpanch of 
Thelkoloi, Avanti Nayak, said 
that the local people including 
employees of the BPSL were con-
cerned over the development.

“This plant not only provides 
employment to local people but 
also supports thousands of an-
cillary jobs, small businesses, 
and community initiatives,” 
she told PTI. Similar views 
were also expressed by Hemant 
Pandey, a supplier of manpow-
er to industrial units in the 
Jharsuguda region.

“Sending a functional, em-
ployment-generating industrial 
asset into possible liquidation 
poses a threat to economic recov-
ery of the region,” Pandey said.

The stakeholders are hoping 
for a positive outcome through 
judicial and government inter-
vention into the matter.

We want our jobs protected: Steel
plant workers after top court order

The apex court 
has ordered the 

liquidation of the 
Bhusan Steel unit 

under the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baliapal, May 18: Bamboo 
artisans in Baliapal block of 
Balasore district are facing 
increasingly diffi cult times, as 
the demand for handmade bam-
boo items continues to decline. 
Once a thriving family pro-
fession passed down through 
generations, the traditional 
craft now faces extinction due 
to the rise of plastic and steel 
alternatives.

“From our forefathers’ time, 
we have been sustaining our-
selves through this craft,” said 
one artisan. “But now, it’s no 
longer possible to earn a decent 
living. We still hold on to hope 
that people will appreciate and 
purchase our handmade goods, 
but the income we made 20 years 
ago is no longer achievable.”

In Madhupura, Bada 
Simulia, Balarampur, Bara-
sha, Gopinathpur, Khaladiha, 
and Biripalia villages under 
Baliapal block in Balasore 
district, many people from the 
Harijan community and oth-

er socially and economically 
backward groups earn their 
livelihood by crafting and 
selling various bamboo-made 
household items. These arti-
sans traditionally produced 
items such as kula (winnowing 
fans), pachhia (storage trays), 
bhogei (carrying baskets), 
jhampa (fl at trays), and dala 
(round baskets), which once 

enjoyed strong market demand. 
Customers even used to pay in 
advance to secure these prod-
ucts. However, that demand has 
now signifi cantly declined.

The younger generation 
shows little interest in con-
tinuing the craft. “Why should 
we learn this work?” they ask 
their parents. “What have you 
gained from it that we would 

stick to it?”
At present, there is still some 

appreciation for bamboo items, 
even at the national level, yet 
many rural artisans lack access 
to proper training and support. 
“The government promotes 
self-help groups (SHGs) with 
various benefi ts and training,” 
noted a local artisan. “Why 
can't the same be done for us?”

With minimal earnings and 
no viable alternatives, many 
artisans are forced to sell their 
handmade goods at low prices 
just to sustain their families. 
Some younger community 
members have abandoned the 
trade altogether, migrating 
to other states as laborers in 
search of better livelihood.

Artisans like Minati Ghadai, 
Ramakanta Ghadai, Panchan-
an Ghadai, Basanti Ghadai, 
Sanyasi Ghadai, Seema Gha-
dai, Ganesh Ghadai, Sandhya 
Ghadai, and Purnachandra Gh-
adai from Bada Simulia express 
frustration at being left behind. 
“We can’t leave this profession, 
nor do we have any alternative 
source of income,” they said.

Despite the challenges and 
meager earnings, some fam-
ilies across Balasore district 
continue to keep the tradition 
alive. “If the government pro-
vided fi nancial incentives and 
skill training, it could improve 
the economic condition of these 
artisans,” said social worker 
Anuj Mohapatra. 

Declining demand: Bamboo artisans struggle to make a living

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kuchinda, May 18: A woman 
was fatally stabbed by her el-
der sister and younger brother 
during a family gathering in 
Majhipada village under Bam-
ra block in Sambalpur district, 
local police said Sunday.

The incident occurred during 
the post-death rituals of their 
late uncle. The victim, identi-
fi ed as 40-year-old Leena Sahu, 
had returned to her paternal 
home to attend the ceremony. 
An argument reportedly ensued 
among the siblings over the di-
vision of ancestral property, 
which escalated and Leena 
was allegedly stabbed by her 
elder sister, Pushpanjali Sahu 
, 45, and younger brother, Golek 
Sahu, 30.

Family members present at 
the ceremony rushed Leena 
to Govindpur Medical Centre, 

where she was declared dead 
upon arrival.

Govindpur police arrested 
the accused siblings and pre-
sented them before the Kuchin-
da Sub-Divisional Judicial Mag-
istrate’s Court the same day. A 
case (67/25) has been registered 
under sections 103(1) and 3(5) of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Investigations are ongo-
ing, with Govindpur Inspec-
tor-in-Charge Rajendra Behe-
ra, Kuchinda SDPO Pradeep 
Kumar Das, and a forensic team 
from Sambalpur examining the 

crime scene.
Sources indicate that Leena, 

who was married and residing 
in Sambalpur, had been work-
ing at a jewellery store. She was 
seeking her share of the fami-
ly property and her demand 
reportedly led to tensions with 
her unmarried siblings, culmi-
nating in the fatal incident.

The local community re-
mains in shock over the inci-
dent, highlighting the devas-
tating consequences that fa-
milial disputes over property 
can entail. 

Woman stabbed to death
by siblings over property

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bolangir, May 18: A CRPF 
jawan, who had been missing 
since May 16, was found hang-
ing from a tree in Bolangir dis-
trict Sunday, police said.

The deceased was identifi ed 
as Ganeshram Bhoi, a resi-
dent of Ghasian village under 
the Larambha police station 
limits in the district, a senior 
offi cer said.

According to the family 
members of Bhoi, the CRPF 
jawan had come to his village 
on leave, and he went missing 
Friday.

Some villagers spotted Bhoi 
hanging from a tree at an isolat-
ed place Sunday and informed 
the local police station, the of-
fi cer said.

A police team rushed to the 
spot and started an investiga-
tion into his death, he said, 
adding that a forensic team has 
also been sent there.

The reason behind the death 
of the CRPF personnel is yet to 
be ascertained, he added.

Missing CRPF personnel 
found hanging from tree

POST NEWS NETWORK

Anandapur/Ghasipura, May 
18: A 19-year-old youth died 
Saturday evening after com-
ing in contact with a live wire 
while trying to save his friend 
from getting electrocuted at 
Andhari Square under Korei 
police limits in Jajpur district.

The deceased was identifi ed 
as Subham Sahu of Badapadana 
village under Ramachandra-
pur police limits in Keonjhar 
district. Two of his friends 
were also critically injured in 
the incident.

The mishap sparked tension 
in the area, with angry resi-
dents staging a demonstration 
outside the power department 
offi ce near Andhari and block-
ing National Highway-20. The 
protest was called off after offi -
cials assured compensation to 
the bereaved family.

According to police, Subham 
and his friends, Manas Sahu 
and Kalandi Sahu, had gone to 
a fast-food centre about 2 km 
from their village. Due to the 
heat, the trio took their food 
to the terrace of the building 
to eat.

Manas accidentally came in 
contact with an overhead 11-KV 
transmission line passing near 
the terrace. When he screamed 
for help, Subham tried to res-
cue him by pulling him by the 
legs. Manas fell back onto the 
terrace, but Subham came into 
contact with the wire and lost 
consciousness.

Ramachandrapur and Ko-
rei police rushed Subham 
and Manas to the Anandapur 
Sub-Divisional Hospital, where 
doctors declared Subham dead. 
Manas was admitted for treat-
ment. Kalandi’s condition was 
not immediately known.

Police have registered a 
case and handed over the body 
to family members after a 
post-mortem examination.

Youth electrocuted 
while saving friend

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nilagiri, May 18:  A brown 
sugar peddler was arrested 
during a surprise raid by the 
Nilagiri Excise department 
Sunday and later produced in 
court.

According to sources, 
50-year-old Ratikanta Behera 
of Chhotakanpur village un-
der the jurisdiction of Nilagi-
ri police station was found in 
possession of 80 grams of brown 
sugar. The estimated market 
value of the seized narcotics is 
over `8 lakh.

The operation was conducted 
under the leadership of Excise 
Station OIC Jagannath Behera, 
along with constables Santosh 

Kumar Behera, Tapan Kumar 
Mallik, and Nahan Murmu. The 
team successfully apprehended 
the accused.

A case (51/25) has been regis-
tered in this regard, according 
to sources.

Nilagiri has become a hub 
for drug traffi ckers, with youth 
getting trapped in the web of 
addiction. As a result, drug 
traffi cking is on the rise, with 
the use of narcotics becoming 
widespread across rural areas 
to urban centres.

Brown sugar seized; 1 held
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, May 18: Police 
have recovered four live bombs 
and sharp weapons that were 
lying on the Lanjipalli-Ka-
mapalli road here, offi cials said 
Sunday.

The fi rearms were found 
packed in a bag, while fi ve 
sharp weapons were wrapped 
in a cloth, they said.

The weapons were seized 
Saturday during patrolling in 
the area by police personnel, 
whose presence could have 
prompted miscreants to leave 
these behind and fl ee, said SP 
Saravana Vivek M.

All the bombs have been de-
fused, he said. Police have de-
tained some persons for ques-
tioning, the offi cer added.

Live bombs, sharp 
weapons seizedThe estimated 

market value of the 
seized narcotics is 

over `8 lakh

BEDECKED BOULEVARD: A view of a street along the newly built railway overbridge at Durgapalli in Sambalpur, with its wall decorated with paintings on 
Sambalpuri culture ahead of its inauguration     OP PHOTO



P
resident Donald 
Trump’s recent Middle 
East trip has messages 
for India. He on 16 May 

announced that India has offered 
a trade deal that proposed almost 
“no tariffs” on US goods, as the 
South Asian nation seeks to avert 
higher import and export costs. 
Trump on 14 February had is-
sued a blunt warning to BRICS 
nations, threatening a 100% tar-
iff on all imports into the US if 
they proceed with launching a 
common currency. He had said 
this hours before a scheduled 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, dismissing 
the economic bloc’s relevance, 
declaring, “BRICS is dead.” 
BRICS is still kicking, but defi -
nitely Trump’s aggression for 
a unipolar dollarized world 
has thawed it a bit as Russia 
listens to him for ceasefi re with 
Ukraine and the US-China trade 
confl ict settles for lower tariff. 

His agreements with Saudi 
Arabia, UAE and Qatar add 
further teeth to the anti-BRICS 
mission. Trump had said, “I 
don't care, but BRICS was put 
there for a bad purpose and 
most of those people don't want 
it. They don't even want to talk 
about it now. They're afraid to 
talk about it because I told them 
if they want to play games with 
the dollar, then they're going to 
be hit with a 100% tariff.”

New Delhi is looking to 
clinch a trade deal with the 
US within the 90-day pause an-
nounced by Trump on 9 April, 
on so called reciprocal tariffs 
for major trading partners. On 
8 May, the White House secured 
a trade agreement with the UK, 
two days after India inked a 
similar pact with the latter.

Saudi Arabia, Qatar and 
the UAE all “wanted to show-
case they were open for busi-
ness, which they were able 
to do, and they wanted to get 
the US on side,” Dina Esfan-
diary, Middle East lead for 
Bloomberg Economics, says. 
“They wanted to show that 
they were back in terms of be-
ing in America’s graces,” she 

said, adding that in return, 
Trump was able to get massive 
deals with headline fi gures.

Gulf countries have been 
looking to revamp their ties 
with the US, moving away from 
a transactional oil-for-security 
understanding to stronger part-
nerships that are rooted in bi-
lateral investments and shared 
visions. “It was a new dawn in 
the US’ relationship with the 
Gulf,” Jasmine El-Gamal, a 
Middle East analyst and former 
adviser to the Pentagon says. 

Saudi Arabia did not get a 
formalised security deal with 
the US. That would be replac-
ing the ally, Israel. It came 
closer to it. Last year, the two 
nations came close to fi nalizing 
a landmark defence and trade 
pact – but the deal stalled over 
the Saudi insistence that Is-
rael commit to a path toward 
Palestinian statehood. Trump 
now gave to Riyadh a handful 
of arms deals that may pave the 
way for a wider agreement. At 
a formal signing ceremony in 
a gilded ballroom at the Saudi 
capital’s Royal Court, Trump 
and Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman signed memoranda 
of understanding, letters of in-
tent and other executive agree-
ments spanning different gov-
ernment agencies.

Saudi Arabia also commit-
ted $600 billion in US invest-
ments, including an expansive 
defence partnership valued 
at nearly $142 billion, which 
the US touts as the “largest 
defence sales agreement in 
history.” Riyadh did not get a 
civilian nuclear programme as 
it insisted on enriching urani-
um domestically – raising con-
cerns in the US and Israel over 
nuclear weapons proliferation.

The Saudis are being given 
massive business opportunity 
in Syria, as the US lift sanc-
tions on the latter. Trump’s 
tea with Syrian President 
Ahmad al-Sharaa, a former ji-
hadist who until recently had 
a $10 million US bounty on his 
head, has opened up opportu-
nity worth billions of dollars 
for Gulf countries that have 
been keen to invest in Syria. 

The baits are enough to keep 
off BRICS, the US believes. 
The Saudis are silent since 
they attended the last BRICS 
summit in October 2024. Qa-
tar’s emir, Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al-Thani, says that 
talks with Trump, a fi rst visit 
by US President on this trip 
will “give new impetus to the 
existing strategic cooperation 
between the two countries.” 
They signed a host of deals in-

cluding a $96 billion agreement 
for Qatar to acquire up to 210 
American-made Boeing planes. 
Trump also accepted a Boeing 
747-8 jet from Qatar, to be used 
initially as Air Force One, a 
gift that is stated to infl uence 
the Trump administration.

Qatar is the Gulf state with 
the most formalized security 
ties with Washington. It hosts 
the biggest US military in-
stallation in the Middle East, 
which the State Department de-
scribes as “indispensable” for 
US military operations in the 
region. It even helped the US 
in its Afghanistan operations.  

The UAE’s main target from 
Trump’s trip was deeper invest-
ments on AI and technology, 
and while it achieved victories 
in that regard, the visit fell short 
of what Abu Dhabi really want-
ed: unrestricted access to ad-
vanced American microchips. 
Trump gave the UAE a part-
nership to build a massive data 
centre in Abu Dhabi to advance 
AI capabilities with 5-gigawatts 
of capacity – enough to power a 
major city. The complex would 
require 2.5 million chips, bigger 
than all major AI infra so far.

The Arab states got business 
opportunities in the US, Syr-
ia, and in their own countries. 
They, however, could not re-
place the ally Israel and may 
have to protect it even against 
their will, a major US gain. 

The US is India’s largest trad-
ing partner, with bilateral trade 
totalling some $129bn in 2024. 
India ran a $45.7bn surplus 
with the US last year, mainly 
in the form of pharmaceutical 
products, electrical machinery 
and jewellery. The Americans 
have got what they want with 
various kinds or arm-twisting 
methods in the region. 

Finally, India may get its tariff 
relief as it extends more to the nut-
ty US relations. India, however, is 
continuing with BRICS as Union 
Minister of Power and Housing & 
Urban Affairs Manohar Lal visits 
Brazil to attend the BRICS Energy 
Ministers’ Meeting on 19 May.  

INFA

The fi rst direct parleys between Russia and Ukraine in three 
years should have been a watershed moment in the ongoing 
war between the two countries. But, it took less than two hours 

in Istanbul on 16 May to become crystal clear that the direct nego-
tiations were nothing but a failure. However, such an outcome was 
expected even though the two sides managed to reach an agreement 
to exchange 2,000 prisoners.

As it turned out, for Russian President Vladimir Putin the nego-
tiations were a dilatory or even an avoidance tactic. His objective is 
not diffi cult to understand as he came under renewed pressure after 
a proposal for a 30-day ceasefi re had been put forward at a summit in 
Kyiv where key European leaders gathered with President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy to support Ukraine. Zelenskyy too had openly been snubbed 
by US President Trump and hence did not risk provoking the latter 
further. He decided to come to Turkey, while throwing, at the same 
time, a challenge to Putin to attend the talks. What was more, Trump 
himself had not ruled out that he might come and join the two Pres-
idents, squeezing out time from his diplomatic tour of the Arabian 
Peninsula, should such a summit materialize.

But in the end, Putin refused to travel to Turkey and sent a low-
er-ranking delegation. He seems to be putting across the message to 
the world that he has no interest in discussions aimed at ending the 
war that he himself had started. Perhaps, his major premise is that in 
the war he is in a position of strength and hence on the driver’s seat 
to dictate its course.

The whole development offers some lessons to global players, espe-
cially Trump. The key lesson is that it is not prudent for a country to 
unreservedly align with the aggressor's positions at the victim’s ex-
pense. The second lesson for Trump is that by entrusting this complex 
issue to his envoy, a completely inexperienced diplomat and wealthy 
real estate developer like Steve Witkoff, has its own down side. This 
has put the White House in such an embarrassing position that Re-
publican Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina advocated that 
“devastating” new sanctions are needed to deprive Russia of the oil 
revenue that funds the war, if the Kremlin continues to reject the 
prospect of peace negotiations. But, more than that the US can force 
Russia to come to the negotiating table by resuming arms deliveries 
to Ukraine. The European Union has already geared its efforts in this 
direction. But, this is easier said than done since the US under Trump 
has portrayed Ukraine and the EU, instead of Russia, as the source 
of all the problems.

Signifi cantly, a day before the summit Trump declared, “nothing 
will happen” on Ukraine as long as Putin does not meet him. He, how-
ever, carefully avoided unveiling his plan to end the fi ghting, should 
such a Russia-US summit occur. The key question surely remains 
whether Trump can be persuaded to be more helpful to Ukraine and 
its European allies rather than supportive of Putin. Trump’s insis-
tence that only a meeting with Putin can yield results is chilling, to 
say the least. Whatever is achieved on the diplomatic stage, the fact 
remains that Russian attacks are still on. An immediate ceasefi re is 
the need of the hour. 
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Need of the Hour

SPECTRUM SUSTAINABILITY

How carbon pricing is advancing 

Politics over principle 

Sir, This refers to, “Politics over diplomacy,” Orissa POST, May 18. In a 
striking twist, the government has chosen Congress MP Shashi Tharoor to 
lead a parliamentary delegation on the Operation Sindoor—despite his own 
party excluding him from its offi cial list. This move lays bare the deepening 
factional feud within the Congress, where political insecurities are allowed 
to eclipse national interest. Tharoor, with his unmatched diplomatic creden-
tials, should have been the natural choice. Yet, Congress’ omission reeks of 
internal turf wars and misplaced priorities. The BJP, sensing an opportunity, 
has seized the moment. By endorsing Tharoor, the ruling party not only 
strengthens the credibility of the delegation but also strategically exploits the 
Congress’ internal divide. It is a calculated move aimed at drawing Tharoor 
closer—one that highlights how political rivalries are being played out on 
the global stage. At a time when the country demands unity and clarity in 
international diplomacy, the Congress’ internal politicking is unbecoming of 
a responsible Opposition. Petty factionalism has once again trumped merit. 
National interest should never be the casualty of party ego. In choosing pol-
itics over principle, Congress has not just weakened its own stance, but also 
embarrassed itself on a matter that demanded statesmanship, not squabbling.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

In sincerity is the certitude of 
victory. Sincerity! Sincerity! 
How sweet is the purity of thy 
presence?

 THE MOTHER

DEALS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
GEOPOLITICS

Many fear that Ameri-
ca’s withdrawal from 
the Paris climate 

agreement will undermine the 
international consensus to re-
duce greenhouse-gas emissions. 
Yet just in the last month, there 
have been two major steps to-
ward widespread carbon pric-
ing where it is needed most. To 
be sure, carbon pricing is not 
always the best policy, and not 
all sectors need to be subjected 
to schemes that require inter-
national consistency. If India 
electrifi es its vehicle fl eet more 
slowly than Europe, European 
industry suffers no competitive 
disadvantage. But the situation 
is different in long-distance 
shipping and aviation, and in 
heavy industries such as steel 
and chemicals, which account 
for around 25% of global emis-
sions. Here, carbon pricing is 
key to cost-effi cient decarboniza-
tion, and must be imposed on an 
internationally consistent basis.

Fortunately, the technolo-
gies needed to achieve net-zero 
emissions by mid-century in 
each sector already exist. For 
example, methanol or ammonia 
can be used instead of fuel oil in 
ship engines, and hydrogen can 
replace coking coal in iron pro-
duction. As matters stand, these 
technologies would impose a 

signifi cant “green cost premi-
um” at the intermediate prod-
uct level, but with only a small 
impact on consumer prices.  
Carbon pricing is essential to 
overcome the green cost premi-
um, and it could drive cost-ef-
fi cient decarbonization at a 
trivial cost to consumers. But 
in each of these sectors, inher-
ently international products or 
the international trade in prod-
ucts (steel) make purely do-
mestic approaches untenable. 
That is why the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) 
agreed on 11 April to impose a 
carbon levy reaching $380 per 
metric ton on ship operators 
whose emissions intensity ex-
ceeds a defi ned threshold.

The IMO agreement is not 
perfect. The organization aims to 
cut global shipping emissions by 
20% by 2030, but the new pricing 
scheme would achieve only an 
8% reduction. Still, concluding 
a new multilateral agreement 
despite a US boycott of the ne-
gotiations is a big step forward. 
China, India, and Brazil were 
among the 63 countries in favor.

Carbon pricing could also 
drive decarbonization in heavy 
industry, but if it is imposed in 
only some countries, production 
and emissions will simply move to 
others. Though the ideal solution 

would be common carbon prices 
worldwide for these energy-in-
tensive sectors, there is no inter-
national rule-making body like 
the IMO. The second-best solution, 
then, is for individual countries 
to impose domestic carbon pric-
es combined with border carbon 
tariffs. The European Union is 
pursuing this approach. Not 
only will its emissions-trading 
scheme likely price carbon 
around $140 per metric ton by 
2030; it is also removing the 
free allowances that heavy in-
dustry previously enjoyed and 
introducing a border carbon ad-
justment mechanism (CBAM) to 
subject imports to the same car-
bon pricing as domestic produc-
tion. But the CBAM has been 
too weak, and heavy-industry 
decarbonization projects have 
been delayed. As a result, in 
March the European Commis-
sion committed to strengthen-
ing the regime in three respects: 
by ensuring a level playing fi eld 
for exports as well as domestic 
sales; by widening the product 
coverage; and by improving 
the measurement of imports' 
carbon intensity.

The crucial question now is 
how developing countries will 
respond. In the past, several 
governments – in particular 
China and India – have criti-

cized CBAMs as protectionist. 
But their arguments are uncon-
vincing. Combining a domestic 
carbon price with a CBAM does 
not give domestic producers a 
competitive advantage. It sim-
ply maintains the competitive 
balance that existed before both 
were introduced. Moreover, it 
is the only way that developed 
countries can truly decarbon-
ize their heavy industry, rather 
than hypocritically claiming 
to reduce emissions that have 
merely moved to other coun-
tries.  These arguments are 
beginning to gain traction in 
developing countries. China's 
own emissions-trading scheme 
has been extended to heavy-in-
dustry sectors, and prices are 
slowly increasing – though 
they still hover around $10-15 
per metric ton. If carbon prices 
in China, India, and other de-
veloping countries gradually 
rose to European levels, and if 
CBAMs were imposed on those 
outside this low-carbon club, 
Chinese and Indian companies 
would also decarbonize. 

These ideas should be debated 
at COP30 in Brazil this Novem-
ber, regardless of whether an 
offi cial US delegation attends.

The writer is Chair of the 
Energy Transitions 

Commission. ©PROJECT SYNDICATE

Trump’s tea with Syrian President Ahmad 
al-Sharaa, a former jihadist who until 

recently had a $10 million US bounty on his 
head, has opened up opportunity worth 
billions of dollars for Gulf countries that 

have been keen to invest in Syria

GULF COUNTRIES 
HAVE BEEN 

LOOKING TO 
REVAMP THEIR 
TIES WITH THE 

US, MOVING 
AWAY FROM A 

TRANSACTIONAL 
OIL-FOR-SECURITY 

UNDERSTANDING 
TO STRONGER 

PARTNERSHIPS 

Shivaji Sarkar

FORTUNATELY, 
THE 

TECHNOLOGIES 
NEEDED TO 

ACHIEVE 
NET-ZERO 

EMISSIONS BY 
MID-CENTURY 

IN EACH SECTOR 
ALREADY EXIST 

Adair Turner

WISDOM CORNER
In everyone's life, at some time, our inner fi re goes out. It is 
then burst into fl ame by an encounter with another human 
being. We should all be thankful for those people who rekin-
dle the inner spirit.  
 ALBERT SCHWEITZER

Enthusiasm is the yeast that makes your hopes shine to the 
stars. Enthusiasm is the sparkle in your eyes, the swing in 
your gait. The grip of your hand, the irresistible surge of will 
and energy to execute your ideas. 
 HENRY FORD

A man who as a physical being is always turned toward the 
outside, thinking that his happiness lies outside him, fi nally 
turns inward and discovers that the source is within him.
 SOREN KIERKEGAARD

 

1536: Having been found guilty on charges of adultery, Anne 
Boleyn—the second wife of King Henry VIII of England and the 
mother of Queen Elizabeth I—was beheaded.

1571: Spanish explorer Miguel López de Legazpi established the 
city of Manila in the Philippines.

1643: During the Thirty Years' War, the French army—led by Louis 
II de Bourbon—defeated the Spanish in the Battle of Rocroi, ending 
Spain's military ascendancy in Europe.

1743: Jean-Pierre Christin invents the Celsius thermometer. The 
centigrade temperature scale, which is based on the freezing and 
boiling point of water, is used by most countries around the world. 
Exceptions include the United State, Belize, and Palau.

1919: Mustafa Kemal Atatürk sets off the Turkish War of Inde-
pendence. The fi ght against the allies of the Triple Entente ended 
some four years later. The Republic of Turkey was founded, and 
Atatürk became its fi rst President.

1935: British archaeological scholar, military strategist, and au-
thor T.E. Lawrence, whose life inspired the epic fi lm Lawrence 
of Arabia (1962), died at age 46 following a motorcycle accident.

Misplaced emotion 

Sir, The Turkish apple and Turkish towels, 
once admired, have suddenly become sym-
bols of hate due to Türkiye siding with Pa-
kistan during the recent Indo-Pak tensions. 
But nature's products remain unchanged; 
only human perceptions shift—labeling 
things with love or hate. It's wiser to cancel 
future imports if protest is necessary, but 
the existing stock should be used—the prod-
ucts aren't to blame. Reacting impulsively 
only refl ects misplaced emotion. Should 
Pakistanis stop eating Shimla mirch just 
because 'Shimla' is an Indian city and the 
1971 Shimla Agreement remains unhon-
oured? That would be equally absurd. Let 
us separate sentiment from utility. Objects 
don't carry politics—humans do. Let reason 
prevail over reaction. 

RS Narula, PATIALA

 
THE GOLF BALL

A golfer, playing a round by 
himself, is about to tee off, and 

a greasy little salesman runs up to 
him, and yells, "Wait! Before you 
tee off, I have something really 
amazing to show you!"
The golfer, annoyed, says, "What 
is it?"
"It's a special golf ball," says the 
salesman. "You can never lose it!"
"Whattaya mean," scoffs the golfer, 
"you can never lose it? What if you 
hit it into the water?"
"No problem," says the salesman. 
"It fl oats, and it detects where the 
shore is, and spins towards it."

"Well, what if you hit it into the 
woods?"
"Easy," says the salesman. "It emits 
a beeping sound, and you can fi nd it 
with your eyes closed."
"Okay," says the golfer, impressed. 
"But what if your round goes late 
and it gets dark?"
"No problem, sir, this golf ball glows 
in the dark! I'm telling you, you can 
never lose this golf ball!"
The golfer buys it at once. "Just one 
question," he says to the salesman. 
"Where did you get it?"
"I found it."

 FOCUS
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Mumbai, May 18: More than 
200 newly constructed prima-
ry health centres (PHCs) and 
sub-centres in Maharashtra 
are lying unused, as funds have 
not been allocated for essential 
supplies and staff, a senior of-
fi cial from the public health 
department said.

PHCs and sub-centres are 
crucial to the rural health-
care system and are the fi rst 
respondents during medical 
emergencies and outbreaks of 
diseases in villages, providing 
affordable treatment. They run 
national health programmes, 
including immunisation drives 
and provide essential care to 
women and children.

The offi cial said several 
PHCs and sub-centres built 
over the last four years have 
remained non-functional, as 

they haven't received funds 
for furniture, power connec-
tion and staff.

"The department approved 
the construction of more than 
400 primary health centres 
(PHCs) and sub-centres across 
the state between 2021 and 2025, 
and of these, 210 buildings have 
been constructed, but many re-
main non-functional," he said.

The offi cial said in some 
instances, fully-constructed 
buildings have remained un-
utilised for nearly two years.

"Although the physical infra-
structure is ready, the absence 
of basic operational support 
means that these centres are 
yet to start functioning," he 
said. According to the depart-
ment's data, 98 PHCs were 
sanctioned in the last four 
years.

"Only 64 PHCs are operation-
al, and 34 remain locked due to 
an acute shortage of staff and 
essential supplies," the offi cial 
added.

Local health authorities say 
they have repeatedly requested 
the government for funds for 
furniture, medicines, electric-
ity, and staffi ng.

The situation is no different 
for sub-centres in rural areas.

"Of the 308 sub-centres ap-
proved for construction, only 
129 have become operational, 
and the remaining 179 build-
ings are lying unused," the 
offi cial noted, adding that the 
department is fl ooded with re-
quests from across the state for 
human resources, electricity, 
and equipment.

He, however, explained that 
fund allocation becomes diffi -
cult as each facility is in differ-
ent stages of completion.

"We cannot judiciously as-
sign funds when every centre 
requires a different level of 
support, which is why ma-
ny buildings are technically 
ready but lie unused," the of-
fi cial said.

State Public Health Minister 
Prakash Abitkar had said the 
department has revised its pro-
cedural guidelines.

"Earlier, furniture procure-
ment and staff appointments 
would only begin once con-
struction was 75 per cent com-
plete. Now, we have decided to 
start preparations when the 
work is 50 per cent complete," 
the minister had said.

A former senior offi cial 
cited the department's vast 
infrastructure network as a 
challenge.

"The public health depart-
ment operates an extensive 
system of PHCs, sub-centres, 
civil and rural hospitals. With 
such a wide reach, it is not fea-
sible to focus resources on any 
one facility. As a result, proj-
ects take longer to complete," 
he explained.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Thiruvananthapuram, May 
18: In a pioneering initiative, 
Kerala has emerged as the fi rst 
state in the country to make 
robotics education mandatory 
for all 4.3 lakh students of class 
10, starting from the upcoming 
academic year June 2. 

The integration of robotics 
into the tenth-grade ICT text-
book, specifi cally the sixth 
chapter titled "The World of 
Robots" in the fi rst volume, will 
empower students to explore 
fundamental robotics concepts 
through engaging activities, an 
offi cial statement said Sunday.

These include circuit con-
struction, utilising sensors and 
actuators, and controlling elec-
tronic devices using computer 

programming, K Anvar Sadath, 
CEO of KITE and Chairman of 
the ICT Textbook Committee, 
said in a statement.

KITE is the technical arm of 
the General Education Depart-
ment of the Kerala government.

It has already distribut-
ed 29,000 robotic kits to high 
schools across the state to en-
sure the effective implementa-
tion of this curriculum.

"This ambitious initiative 
builds upon Kerala's prior suc-
cess in making Artifi cial Intel-
ligence (AI) learning accessible 
to all seventh-grade students, 
another national fi rst achieved 
in the previous academic year," 
Sadath said.

Demonstrating a continued 
commitment to future-ready 
skills, AI learning has now 

been incorporated into the ICT 
textbooks for grades 8, 9, and 10 
as well. 

The practical experience 
gained from the robotics cur-
riculum piloted for Little KITEs 

(Kerala's IT club for students) 
has been instrumental in shap-
ing this comprehensive rollout 
for all class 10 students, the 
statement further said.

The initial hands-on activ-

ity in the textbook challenges 
students to utilise components 
from the provided robotic kits 
– such as Arduino breadboards, 
IR sensors, servo motors, and 
jumper wires – to construct an 
automated sanitiser dispenser 
that activates upon detecting a 
hand, it said.

Progressing further, students 
will also delve into creating 
AI-powered smart home automa-
tion systems, including face-rec-
ognition-enabled smart doors.

To facilitate this, they will 
utilize the 'Face Detection 
Built-in Model' within the Pic-
toblocks software's program-
ming IDE, leveraging webcams 
on laptops and Arduino kits 
supplied by KITE to program 
door-opening mechanisms. 

KITE's innovative robotics 

learning approach is designed 
to equip students with the 
skills to address a wide range 
of practical problems through 
cutting-edge technologies.

KITE has already conducted 
the fi rst phase of training on 
the new tenth-grade ICT text-
book for 9,924 teachers.

Sadath said dedicated robot-
ics training for teachers will be 
organised in July. 

Furthermore, KITE will en-
sure the availability of addi-
tional robotic kits, extending 
support to unaided schools fol-
lowing the state syllabus that 
may require them.

The ICT textbook is being 
provided to all students in Ma-
layalam, English, Tamil, and 
Kannada mediums, the offi cial 
added in the statement.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, May 18: As the 
morning rays greet Mumbai's 
skyline, the city's famed local 
trains are already bursting 
with life. But as the bustle 
gradually subsides, something 
quietly transformative unfolds.

While some passengers 
scroll through their phones or 
steal a nap, others sit upright, 
shoulders relaxed, eyes closed, 
breathing deeply to the rhythm 
of the moving train.

Welcome to Mumbai's most 
unconventional yoga class!

This unlikely setting is the 
brainchild of Ruchita Shah, 
founder of Heal-Station, a 
wellness initiative that turns 
commute time into yoga time. 

What began as a modest 
experiment on International 
Yoga Day in 2017 has today 
blossomed into a full-fl edged 
wellness movement embraced 

by thousands of daily commut-
ers and over 100 volunteering 
yoga instructors.

"People often ask: 'Yoga? In 
a crowded train? How is that 
even possible?' That is exactly 
what we wanted to show them 
-- live, not just in words," Shah 
told PTI.

"In Mumbai, where life runs 
non-stop and commuters spend 
two to three hours in transit 
daily, we wanted to introduce 
a gentle shift. This is not about 
doing complex asanas like 
handstands. It is about easy 
and impactful practices like 
hasta mudras, gentle stretch-
es, breath awareness and mi-
cro-meditations that anyone 
can do even while seated in a 
packed compartment. If there 
is space in trains for bhajans 
and festival celebrations, why 
not for inner well-being?" Shah 
said.

Especially for working wom-

en juggling household duties, 
long commutes and jobs, this 
becomes a moment of recharge, 
she said.

The exercises are carefully 

designed to suit the train envi-
ronment, requiring no mats or 
space beyond what a commuter 
normally occupies.

"We began this countdown on 

March 13 right inside Mumbai 
locals," said senior yoga teach-
er and campaign coordinator 
Varsha Ahuja, who leads the 
100-day Travel Yoga initiative 
by Heal-Station.

"Every day, two teach-
ers board from their 
nearest station 
during non-peak 
hours and pro-
vide guidance on 
simple, seated 
yoga practices in 
reasonably fi lled 
trains. From Pan-
vel to CST, Virar to 
Churchgate, Mulund, 
Ghatkopar, Dadar and 
Bandra, we have covered the 
city coach by coach, station by 
station," Ahuja told PTI.

At Heal-Station, the majority 
of yoga teachers volunteering 
for this demanding campaign 
are senior citizens.

"Who says seniors lack 

strength or stamina? With ded-
ication and grace, they are not 
just teaching yoga. They are be-
coming wellness ambassadors 
for Mumbai's local trains, add-
ing true value to society every 

single day," Shah said.
All the teachers do this 
service voluntarily, 

Ahuja said. They 
buy their own tick-
ets, dedicate two to 
three hours daily, 
and lead with pure 
intention.

With the cam-
paign crossing its 75-

day mark, excitement 
is building for the grand fi -

nale June 21 -- the International 
Day of Yoga. Celebrity wrestler 
Sangram Singh is set to join the 
celebrations, when the trains 
would turn into moving yoga 
grounds with synchronised ses-
sions across Central, Harbour 
and Western lines.

PIONEERING 
INITIATIVE Robotics must for Class X students in Kerala

 Demonstrating a continued commitment to future-ready skills, AI learning has also been incorporated into the ICT textbooks for grades 8, 9, and 10 as well

Healthcare goes 
haywire in Maha

Lack of funds for 
resources keeps 

more than 200 newly 
built primary health 

centres locked in 
Maharashtra

An elephant that was brought to Wildlife SOS Elephant Conservation Centre from Maharashtra feasts on 
watermelons on completion of ten years of its arrival at the rehabilitation centre, near Agra   PTI PHOTO

YOGA ON 
TRAIN Mumbai commuters stretch, fi nd calm in chaos
As part of Heal-Station’s 100-day countdown to International Yoga Day 2025, two trained instructors each daily board different suburban trains 

across the city, guiding passengers through a 15-minute routine that include stretches, breathing techniques and posture corrections

We have 
demonstrated 

that yoga does not 
need a yoga mat but 

a mindset
RUCHITA SHAH | 

FOUNDER, 
HEAL-STATION
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Kozhikode, May 18: A mild 
ground shaking accompanied 
by a thunderclap-like rumble 
from underground triggered 
panic in a village in northern 
Kozhikode district, residents 
said.

According to villagers, the 
shaking lasted only a few sec-
onds Saturday night.

Following complaints from 
residents of Ellikkampara in 
Kayakkody panchayat, offi-
cials from the geology depart-
ment and local authorities 
visited the area and inspected 
it Sunday.

Many residents reportedly 
ran out of their homes in fear.

Nadapuram MLA EK Vi-
jayan, who visited the area, 
told reporters there was no im-
mediate cause for concern, but 
an expert study was necessary 
to determine the exact cause.

A report will be submitted 
to the government through the 
district collector, she added.

Mild ground shaking, 
loud rumble spark 
panic in Kozhikode

According to the 
department's data, 
98 PHCs were 
sanctioned in the last 
four years

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Chennai, May 18: Owners of 
two Kerala-based fi shing vessels 
have been summoned to appear 
before the Joint Director of 
Fisheries in Tamil Nadu Mon-
day, after being charge-sheeted 
for violating the ongoing fi shing 
ban along the east coast.  

The vessels -- a mechanised 
bottom trawler and a fi bre boat 
-- were intercepted by Tamil Na-
du authorities for operating ille-
gally in the sea off Thoothukudi 
during the ban period.

The Joint Director of Fisher-
ies, who also serves as the ad-
judicating offi cer, will oversee 

further proceedings in the case.
According to fi sheries depart-

ment offi cials, the boats were 
caught Thursday night during 
a coordinated inspection involv-
ing offi cials from the Fisheries 
Department, the Fisheries En-
forcement Wing, the Coastal 
Security Group, and local fi sh-
ermen representatives.

The operation was launched 
following complaints from local 
fi shermen about banned fi shing 
activities in the region. The in-
spection team located the two 

Kerala-registered vessels oper-
ating 32 nautical miles off the 
Thoothukudi coast. Both boats 
were found carrying a total of 
16 fi shermen and had onboard 
a signifi cant haul --1,732 kilo-
grams of fi sh and 110 kilograms 
of fi shlings.

Notably, the fi bre boat was re-
portedly using illegal light fi sh-
ing methods, which are strictly 
prohibited during the ban peri-
od. The authorities seized both 
vessels and escorted the crew to 
shore for legal action.

A senior fi sheries offi cial 
confi rmed that the catch was 
subsequently auctioned for ap-
proximately `4 lakh.

A formal charge sheet has 
been fi led against the owner of 
the two boats for violating Tam-
il Nadu’s fi shing regulations. 
“The fi shing ban is in place to 
protect fi sh breeding during 
critical spawning periods. Any 
violation, especially by vessels 
from neighbouring states, is 
taken very seriously, the offi -
cial said.
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Mumbai, May 18: One of 
South Asia's oldest medical in-
stitutions, Grant Government 
Medical College (GMC) aka Sir 
JJ Hospital, turned 180 May 15, 
marking nearly two centuries 
of pioneering contributions to 
medical education and research 
in India.

Conceived by Sir Robert 
Grant, then Governor of the 
Bombay Presidency, the icon-
ic institution was envisioned to 
train native Indians in modern 
medicine. Notably, `44,000 was 
raised through crowdfunding 
for its construction.

The proposal, made in March 
1838 by Grant, was approved by 
the British Government, but 
unfortunately, the news of its 
sanction arrived in India nine 
days after Grant's death at Dap-
odi, Pune.

A memorial meeting in 
Mumbai led by civic leader 
Jagannath Shankarsheth com-
memorated Grant's vision. It 
was here that he proposed 
naming the upcoming med-
ical college after Sir Grant. 
Philanthropist Jamsetjee Je-
jeebhoy contributed `1 lakh to 
construct a hospital to accom-
pany the college.

An additional `44,000 was 
raised through crowdfunding—
an early example of communi-
ty-supported public healthcare, 
recalled Dr Rewat Kaninde, a 
devoted chronicler and alum-
nus of GMC.

Known as the centre of ex-
cellence in medical education, 
research, and patient care in 
Central India, the Grant Gov-
ernment Medical College and 
Sir JJ Hospital is the alma ma-
ter for thousands of doctors.

The foundation stone for the 
hospital was laid January 3, 
1843, and the "School of Prac-
tice" began functioning May 
15, 1845.

GMC celebrates 
legacy of 180 yrs

Kerala fi shermen violate TN fi shing ban
The move underscores the 
ongoing tensions between 

fi shing communities 
across state borders and 

the strict enforcement 
measures being 

undertaken to ensure 
compliance with 

seasonal bans



Yet, the BJP 
government 
has pressed 

ahead with seek-
ing a reference, 
which points 
to their sinister 
intent

M K STALIN | TN CM

I thank the 
central gov-
ernment for 

taking a decisive 
step in the fi ght 
against illegal 
Bangladeshi im-
migrants in the country. Now, 
I urge the state government to 
form a task force to identify 
and deport Bangladeshi infi ltra-
tors from Jharkhand

CHAMPAI SOREN | EX-J’KHAND CM
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PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY FOR
KAILASH MANSAROVAR YATRA 
The Sikkim government has acceler-
ated infrastructure development for 
the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra through 
Nathu La, a mountain pass in the Hi-
malayas that connects the state with 
China's Tibet Autonomous Region

The BJP has deceived people 
several times in the name of 
rivers. The Namami Gange slo-
gan has vanished and now, in 
the name of Yamuna cleaning, 
even the fl ora and fauna are 
victims of the BJP's gimmicks
AKHILESH YADAV | SP SUPREMO

I hope the 
offi cers will 
not request 

me to get a 
deputation to 
go outside the 
state after the 
inauguration of such an insti-
tute, where necessary facilities 
will be available. It will be good 
news for me if offi cers do not 
approach my offi ce for central 
deputation

MANIK SAHA |  TRIPURA CM

Remarks on Qureshi: SC to 
hear minister’s plea today
New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court is scheduled to hear 
Monday a plea by Madhya 
Pradesh minister Vijay Shah 
against a high court order 
directing an FIR against him 
for his remarks targeting Col 
Sofi ya Qureshi. As per the 
apex court's cause list of May 
19, the plea is slated to come 
up for hearing before a bench 
comprising Justices Surya 
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh.  
On May 16, the bench had 
posted plea of Shah, a BJP 
leader, for hearing Monday.

Massive blaze 
at textile hub 
Kozhikode (Kerala): A 
huge fi re broke out at a textile 
shopping hub near the city bus 
stand here Sunday at around 
5 pm, but the blaze is yet to be 
brought under control despite 
several fi re engines being 
pressed into service, according 
to fi re and rescue offi cials. 
Visuals of the blaze aired on TV 
channels showed thick black 
smoke billowing from the fi rst 
fl oor of the shopping plaza, 
which houses several textile 
shops, with the fi re burning 
intensely inside.

Truck hits helpers at 
crash site; four killed
Jaipur: Four people assisting 
victims of a road accident 
were killed and eight others 
injured when a speeding 
truck hit them in Dungarpur 
district of Rajasthan, police 
said Sunday. The incident 
occurred under Sabla police 
station limits at around 11.30 
pm Saturday, they said.

Soldier dies of bullet
injury from own rifl e 
Samba/Jammu: An army 
personnel died of a bullet injury 
from his service rifl e inside 
a post near the International 
Border in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Samba district Sunday, offi cials 
said. The 28-year-old soldier, 
a native of Telangana, was on 
sentry duty at Border Outpost 
Saroj when his service rifl e 
went off, causing his death on 
the spot, they said. 

Naxal dump uearthed
Chaibasa (Jharkhand): 
Five IEDs were among a 
large quantity of explosives 
unearthed in a forest area in 
Jharkhand's West Singhbhum 
district Sunday, police said. 
During a search operation, 
security forces found a Naxal 
dump near Rutaguttu village 
in Tonto police station area, 
Superintendent of Police 
Ashutosh Shekhar said.

SHORT TAKES
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Kochi/ Malappuram, May 18: 
The Congress in Kerala Sunday 
distanced itself from the con-
troversy surrounding Shashi 
Tharoor’s decision to accept 
the Centre’s invitation to lead 
a multi-party delegation abroad, 
stating that it is for the party 
high command to comment on 
the matter.

Responding to a reporter’s 
query, Leader of the Opposi-
tion V D Satheesan said Tharo-
or  is a member of the Congress 
Working Committee (CWC), and 
leaders like him hold a lower 
position in the party hierarchy.

“A CWC member holds a sig-
nifi cant position. The central 
leadership of the party should 

express its opinion on the 
matter. Whatever their view, 
we will share it,” he said on 
the sidelines of a function in 
Paravur.

Senior Congress leader Thi-
ruvanchoor Radhakrishnan, 
however, urged Tharoor to fulfi l 
his “primary responsibility” as 
a Member of Parliament repre-
senting the Congress.

Speaking to a TV channel, 
Radhakrishnan said Tharoor 
has two roles—one as an inter-
national fi gure with his views 
and connections, and the other 
as a Congress MP.

“Naturally, he should pro-
ceed with the knowledge and 
approval of the party’s nation-
al leadership. He can still work 
in the international arena, but 

that should not undermine the 
party he currently represents,” 
the former home minister said.

Admitting that Tharoor is not 
a leader of small stature, Rad-
hakrishnan nonetheless said 
he should prioritise his duties 
as a member of the parliamen-

tary party. Meanwhile, the 
Indian Union Muslim League 
(IUML), a prominent ally in the 
Congress-led UDF, took the posi-
tion that the grand old party has 
already accepted his inclusion 
in the delegation and that it is 
their internal matter.

IUML supremo Sadique Ali 
Shihab Thangal told report-
ers in Malappuram that there 
is no need to mix politics into 
the issue.

IUML veteran P K Kunhali-
kutty also responded similarly 
and said the delegation is be-
ing sent to explain the circum-
stances of India's strike against 
terrorism, given the Pahalgam 
attack, and there is no need to 
make it a controversy.

The senior leaders’ remarks 
follow Tharoor's acceptance of 
the Centre’ s invitation to lead 
a multi-party delegation abroad 
to present India's stand against 
Pakistan on terrorism.

His decision stirred con-
troversy as his name was not 
among those submitted by the 

Congress in response to the cen-
tral government's request.

Defending his decision, Tha-
roor said he saw no politics in 
the matter.

He added that Union Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Kiren 
Rijiju had offi cially invited 
him to lead the delegation due 
to his experiencein foreign af-
fairs, and that he “immediately 
agreed.”

The Congress had nomi-
nated former Union Minister 
Anand Sharma, the party's 
Deputy Leader in the Lok 
Sabha, Gaurav Gogoi, Rajya 
Sabha MP Syed Naseer Hus-
sain, and Lok Sabha MP Raja 
Brar, after the government 
sought the names of four MPs 
for the delegation.

Cong in Kerala distances itself from Tharoor delegation row
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Chandigarh, May 18: Paki-
stani intelligence operatives 
were developing Haryana You-
Tuber Jyoti Malhotra, who was 
arrested on espionage charges, 
as an asset, a senior Haryana 
police offi cer claimed Sunday.

She was allegedly in touch 
with a Pakistani offi cer post-
ed at the Pakistan High Com-
mission in New Delhi during 
the four-day military confl ict 
between India and Pakistan 
that followed the April 22 
terror attack in Pahalgam, the 
offi cer said.

Hisar Superintendent of Po-
lice Shashank Kumar Sawan 
said Malhotra did not have 
any direct access to any infor-
mation related to the military 
or defence operations which 
could be said at this stage that 
she could have shared. 

But she was directly in touch 
with PIOs, he said addressing 
mediapersons in Hisar, Hary-
ana. Hisar-based Malhotra (33), 
who runs a YouTube channel, 
'Travel with JO', was arrested 
from New Aggarsain Extension 
Friday, they said.

She has been booked under 
relevant sections of the Offi cial 
Secrets Act and the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita, police said.

She was sent to a fi ve-day 
police remand after being pro-
duced before the court Satur-
day. SP Sawan told reporters 
that Malhotra is being ques-
tioned by Haryana Police.  The 
offi cer said Malhotra was in 

touch with PIOs, and that she 
has visited Pakistan "multiple 
times" and China once.

Asked about any informa-
tion on her movements during 
the Pahalgam terror attack 
and whether she was in con-
tact with the Pakistani offi cer 
posted at the Pakistani High 
Commission during Operation 
Sindoor, the SP said during the 
(India-Pakistan) confl ict, she 
was "in touch with the PIOs and 
the person who was declared 
persona non grata".

The offi cer said she has been 
to Pakistan on what appeared 
to be "a sponsored trip". In one 
of her videos, she was request-
ing a visa to visit China, he 
said. The SP said she went to 
Kashmir before the Pahalgam 
attack and visited Pakistan be-
fore that, and added that police 
are also trying to establish the 
"link" between these visits.

Sawan said she was al-
legedly also in touch with 
other YouTube influencers. 

"They were also in touch 
with PIOs," he said.

"Through her, we are also 
investigating other Indian 
contacts. We have got some 
leads that some more could be 
involved.

Police are trying to look into 
who were being provided with 
"information", he said.

Odisha Police have started an 
investigation into the alleged 
links between a Puri-based 
YouTuber and Jyoti Malhotra. 
The state's police said Sun-
day that Malhotra allegedly 
visited Puri in September 2024 
and came in contact with a fe-
male YouTuber from the coast-
al town. 

 Asked about one of Mal-
hotra's videos in which she 
could be seen visiting the Pa-
kistani Embassy March 28, 
2024, the SP said, "Socialisa-
tion is allowed but one should 
understand their intentions. 
Pakistan is not a not a normal 
country for us."

‘Haryana YouTuber in touch 
with Pak intel during confl ict’
Jyoti was allegedly in touch with a Pakistani offi cer posted at the Pakistan High 

Commission in New Delhi during the four-day military confl ict between India and 
Pakistan that followed the April 22 terror attack in Pahalgam, the offi cer said
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New Delhi, May 18: Lash-
kar-e-Taiba terrorist Razaul-
lah Nizamani Khalid alias Abu 
Saifullah Khalid, who was the 
brain behind the 2006 attack 
on the RSS headquarters, 
was killed by three unidenti-
fi ed gunmen in Sindh province 
of Pakistan Sunday, offi cials 
here said.

Khalid used to head the 
terror operations of Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT) from Nepal 
in early 2000 and had many 
aliases including Vinode Ku-
mar, Mohammed Salim and 
Razaullah. He was involved in 
multiple terror strikes in India, 
they said.

He left his residence at Matli 
this afternoon and was gunned 
down by assailants near a 
crossing at Badni in Sindh 
province, the offi cials said.

A close associate of Abu 
Anas of Lashkar, Khalid was 
the mastermind of the attack 
on the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) headquarters 
at Nagpur in which all three 
terrorists were shot dead.

Besides the RSS attack, the 
Lashkar operative was in-
volved in the Indian Institute of 
Science terror attack of 2005 in 
Bengaluru, in which IIT profes-
sor Munish Chandra Puri was 
killed and four others injured.

The terrorists had escaped 
from the scene. Later, police 
investigated the case and 
chargesheeted Abu Anas, who 
is still at large.

Khalid was also the master-
mind of the 2008 attack on a 
CRPF camp at Rampur in Uttar 
Pradesh in which seven person-
nel and a civilian were killed. 
The two terrorists escaped un-
der the cover of darkness.

From mid-2000, Khalid was 
the in-charge of the Nepal 

module of LeT, responsible 
for the recruitment of cadres, 
providing fi nancial and logis-
tic support and facilitating the 
movement of LeT operatives 
across the Indo-Nepal border.

Khalid was working closely 
with LeT's so-called "launching 
commanders" -- Azam Cheema 
alias Babaji and Yaqoob (LeT's 
chief accountant).

Khalid left Nepal and 
returned to Pakistan after In-
dian security agencies exposed 
the module. He later worked 
closely with several leaders 
of LeT and Jamaat-ud-Dawah, 
including Yusuf Muzammil, 
LeT commander for Jammu 
and Kashmir, Muzammil Iqbal 
Hashmi and Muhammad Yusuf 
Taibi.

Khalid was tasked by the LeT 
and JuD leadership in Pakistan 
to undertake the recruitment of 
fresh cadres from the areas of 
Badin and Hyderabad districts 
of Sindh and collect funds for 
the organisation.

Fake marksheets, 
degrees recovered 
from private varsity
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hapur (UP), May 18: A large 
number of fake marksheets and 
degrees were recovered from a pri-
vate university in Hapur district 
in Uttar Pradesh during a raid 
by a team of the UP Special Task 
Force, police sources said Sunday.

The STF arrested 10 persons, 
including university chairman, 
Vijendra Singh Hooda, and 
other staff -- Mukesh Thakur, 
Anil Batra, Nitin Kumar Singh, 
Gaurav Sharma, Sunny Kashy-
ap, Imran, Kuldeep, Vipul 
Talyan and Sandeep Sehrawat -- 
following the raid late Saturday 
evening, they said.

During interrogation, they 
allegedly confessed to charging 
`50 thousand to `4 lakh per 
marksheet, police said.

Important documents, 
computers and other items were 
confi scated in Saturday's raid at 
Monad University in Pilkhuwa. 
The STF team took computers 
and documents into custody 
and interrogated the owner and 
staff and investigated for about 
fi ve hours.

An FIR was lodged under 
BNS sections 318(4) (cheating), 
338 (forgery of valuable securi-
ty), 340 (1) (forged documents), 
111 (organised crime) and 336 
(3) (forgery). The accused were 
produced in a court and sent to 
jail, they said.

In a statement issued in Luc-
know Saturday, ADG STF Amitabh 
Yash said, "In the course of inves-
tigation of an application, action 
was taken by the STF Lucknow 
Headquarters team at Monad Uni-
versity, Hapur today May 17.

"A large number of fake 
mark sheets, degrees etc. were 
recovered, in which about a 
dozen people were detained, 
which included the university 
chairperson and main accused 
Vijendra Singh Hooda", he said.

Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist
Razaullah Nizamani killed

Khalid was the mastermind of the 
2008 attack on a CRPF camp at 
Rampur in Uttar Pradesh in which seven 
personnel and a civilian were killed

The two terrorists escaped under the 
cover of darkness
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Mumbai, May 18: Eight 
members of two families, in-
cluding a toddler, died in a dev-
astating fi re that raged through 
a textile factory for almost 13 
hours in Maharashtra's Solapur 
district Sunday, offi cials said.

Three Fire Brigade personnel 
were injured during fi refi ght-
ing, which stretched till 8 PM, 
involving 100 water tankers, 
fi re tenders, and several per-
sonnel of different fi re brigades.

Prima facie, a short in the cir-
cuit triggered the blaze around 
3:45 am at Central Textile Mills 
situated in the Akkalkot Road in 
Solapur MIDC, around 400 km 
from Mumbai. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi expressed grief 
over the fi re tragedy and an-
nounced an ex-gratia of `2 lakh 
from PMNRF for the next of kin 
of each deceased. The injured 

would be given `50,000, the PM 
stated on X. Modi stated that he 
was pained by the loss of lives 
due to a fi re tragedy in Solapur, 
Maharashtra. "Condolences to 
those who have lost their loved 
ones. May the injured recover 
soon," the prime minister added. 
Maharashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis also expressed 
condolences and announced an 
ex gratia of ̀ 5 lakh for the kin of 
the deceased.

The deceased individuals 
include the factory owner, Ha-
ji Usman Hasanbhai Mansuri 
(80) and three members of his 
family, namely his grandson 
Anas Hanif Masuri (25), his 
wife Shifa Anas Mansuri (20), 
and their one-and-a-half-year-
old son Yusuf Mansuri.

The bodies of the Mansuri 
family were found inside the 
bedroom of a structure on the 
premises of the factory by Fire 
Brigade personnel who had to 
dismantle the wall to gain en-
try. Offi cials said Yusuf was 
found in the arms of his moth-
er. The other four were either 
workers or their family mem-
bers. They were identifi ed as a 
worker, Mehtab Sayyad Bag-
wan (45), his wife, Ashabanu 
(38), their son, Salman (20) and 
daughter Hina (26).

8 members of two families die 
in Maharashtra textile unit fi re
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Jammu, May 18: Security 
forces Sunday destroyed 42 
unexploded shells in different 
forward villages near the Line 
of Control in Poonch district of 
Jammu and Kashmir in a ma-
jor operation to clear civilian 
areas following a military con-
frontation between India and 

Pakistan, offi cials said.
Indian Army, in close co-

ordination with local police 
authorities, successfully con-
ducted a controlled operation 
for the safe destruction of 42 
unexploded ordnances in the 
border areas of Jhullas, Salotri, 
Dharati and Salani, a defence 
spokesperson said.

He said these shells, remnants 

of recent cross-border shelling, 
posed a serious threat to the lives 
and safety of local residents.

Indian Army engineers have 
launched a sweeping clear-
ance operation across border 
districts, defusing over 80 un-
exploded shells in the past fi ve 
days — including 6 in Pargwal, 
19 in Rajouri, 42 in Poonch, and 
12 along the IB.

The operation in Poonch was 
carried out with utmost preci-
sion, adhering to all standard 
safety protocols to prevent any 
risk to civilian life or property, 
the spokesperson said.

He said the bomb disposal 
teams from the Indian Army, 
in coordination with police, en-
sured the complete neutralisa-
tion of all explosive remnants.

Over 42 unexploded shells destroyed in J&K

Commuters amid rainfall in Kolkata, West Bengal PTI PHOTO



If you can't take 
a 50% salary 
cut. And, survive 
fi nancially--- you 
need to build a 
side income over 
your weekends. 

Here are 3 simple side incomes you 
can build: 
1) Video editing (learn to use AI 
tools) 
2) Newsletter management 
3) Digital Assistant (learn all tricks 
and tips on how you can save 
someone's time and make them 
more organized) If you wish to go 
Ops heavy: learn how to manage 
AirBnBs for others. 
Each job will bring in 25K/month 
easily for you.  You can learn 
everything online. Or by working as 
an apprentice with someone. 
You might be old. And, think 
these jobs are beneath you.  But, 
trust me: I have been through 
bad fi nancial phases in my life -- 
nothing is worse than going hungry 
to bed.  So suck up your ego. And, 
create an income stream 2.

 @Akshat_World
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national
EAM EMBARKS ON 
3-NATION VISIT TODAY
External Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar will embark on a six-day 
visit of the Netherlands, Denmark 
and Germany beginning Monday 
during which he is expected to 
highlight Pakistan’s relentless 
support to cross-border terrorism

Each branch of the State 
in a democracy, be it the 
legislature, executive or the 
judiciary, especially in a 
constitutional democracy, 
acts within the framework of 
the Constitution
B R GAVAI | CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA

RCP Singh joins Jan 
Suraaj Party in Bihar
Patna: Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar’s former close aides 
Prashant Kishor and RCP Singh 
joined hands Sunday and vowed 
to take on their ex-mentor in 
the assembly polls due in a few 
months. At a press conference 
here, Singh, who is also a former 
Union minister, announced the 
merger of his Aap Sabki Aawaz, 
fl oated barely six months ago, 
with Kishor's Jan Suraaj Party. 

NCC expedition team 
summits Mt Everest
New Delhi: An expedition 
team of the National Cadet 
Corps Sunday summited 
Mt Everest — the world's 
highest peak, the NCC said.  
"Historic moment... Mt Everest 
Expedition Team of NCC 
summited Mt Everest today 
at 0445 hours. Summit photos 
awaited," the NCC posted on X. 

Assam: Three more 
‘anti-nationals’ held 
Guwahati: Three more 
persons have been 
apprehended in the ongoing 
"crackdown against anti-
nationals" in Assam, taking the 
total number of such arrests to 
68 in the state in the wake of 
the Pahalgam terror attack last 
month, Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said Sunday. 

The primary 
reason behind 
(the ED) 

action against me 
was I stopped the 
BJP from coming to 
power. I also stood 
as a protective wall in defence of 
the Thackeray government. 
After that the Thackeray 
government collapsed

SANJAY RAUT | SENA (UBT) LEADER

India ranks 
among the 
top fi ve 

armed forces 
globally. The world 
has accepted that 
we have the best 
defence capabilities. 
Our defence capacity is fi ve 
times greater than Pakistan’s

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | MAHARASHTRA CM

Besides 
preventing 
future terror 

strikes, there is 
a need to rein in 
criminal, casteist 
and communal 
elements who seek to pollute 
the peaceful atmosphere in the 
country with their narrow-minded, 
hateful, and venomous language 
and actions

MAYAWATI | BSP SUPREMO

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, May 18: Men 
accounted for 72 per cent of 
suicides committed in India 
in 2022. This data from the Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau 
has experts raising concerns 
about the rising mental health 
issues in men, which they say 
are largely overlooked.

Men are often conditioned to 
suppress vulnerability, leading 
to silent suffering and in many 
cases devastating consequenc-

es, said Jyoti Kapoor, found-
er-director and senior psychi-
atrist at Manasthali.

 “Understanding and sup-
porting men's mental health 
has never been more critical. 
We must normalise mental 
health conversations, provide 
accessible therapy resources 
and foster environments that 
encourage emotional expres-
sion without judgment, ?both 
at home and workplace,” Dr 
Kapoor said.

The incidents of atrocities 

against men -- ranging from 
false accusations and emotion-
al abuse to domestic violence 
and legal harassment -- not only 
cause signifi cant psychological 
trauma but also refl ect a deep-
er, systemic neglect of male 
emotional well-being.

A study conducted in rural 
Haryana further revealed that 
52.4 per cent of married men 
reported experiencing gen-
der-based violence, often with-
out access to legal recourse or 
psychological support.

Societal narratives continue 
to overlook the pain of men and 
the need of the hour is urgent 
reforms, including gender-in-
clusive mental health policies, 
safe spaces for emotional ex-
pression, and the dismantling 
of harmful stereotypes that dis-

courage vulnerability in men.
Dr Shweta Sharma, General 

Secretary of the Indian Associ-
ation of Clinical Psychologists 
and Founder of Mansa Global 
Foundation for Mental Health, 
said, “Men who experience vio-

lence or are wrongfully accused 
often suffer in silence, fearing 
ridicule or disbelief. These 
experiences not only impact 
their mental health but also 
distort their sense of identity, 
purpose and safety. In thera-

py, we frequently see how un-
acknowledged trauma in men 
can manifest as withdrawal, 
aggression, substance use or 
suicidal ideation.” 

The issue is further com-
pounded by a lack of legal safe-
guards, said Dr Preeti Singh, 
Senior Consultant Clinical 
Psychologist, Seamless Minds 
Clinic and Paras Health.

A 2013-?14 study found that 
53.2 per cent of rape charges 
fi led during that period were 
false, sparking concern among 
psychologists and legal experts 
alike about the psychological 
toll on the falsely accused, she 
said. The fallout often includes 
clinical depression, anxiety, 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disor-
der, and long-term emotional 
trauma.

Experts call for urgent action on men’s mental health issues
The incidents of atrocities against men -- ranging from 

false accusations and emotional abuse to domestic 
violence and legal harassment -- not only cause 

signifi cant psychological trauma but also refl ect a 
deeper, systemic neglect of male emotional well-being

A participant competes at the state-level bullock cart race organised on the occasion of Kollapuradamma Jatra 
Mahotsava in Chikmagalur, Karnataka                                    PTI PHOTO
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Sriharikota (Andhra 
Pradesh), May 18: ISRO Sun-
day failed to put its earth obser-
vation satellite in orbit after its 
trusted PSLV rocket developed 
a fault minutes after launch 
from the spaceport here.

In ISRO's 101st mission from 
the spaceport here, the Po-
lar Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(PSLV-C61) had a text-book lift 
off at 5:59 am, only to experi-
ence an anomaly in a little af-
ter six minutes into the fl ight.

"Today we targeted the 101st 
launch from Sriharikota, the 

PSLV-C61 EOS-09 mission. 
The PSLV is a four-stage vehi-
cle and up to the second stage, 
the performance was normal. 
The third stage motor start-
ed perfectly but during the 
functioning of the third stage 
we are seeing an observation 
and the mission could not be 
accomplished," Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) 
Chairman V Narayanan said.

He said there was a fall in 
the chamber pressure of the 
motor case and the mission 
could not be accomplished.  
This was the third failure of 
the PSLV, ISRO's trusted war-

horse rocket that launched 
the Chandrayaan-1 and Mars 
Orbiter Mission. The PSLV 
has had 63 launches so far. 
The previous failures were in 
1993, the inaugural fl ight of 
the PSLV, and in 2017 when it 
did not succeed in putting in 

orbit a navigation satellite. In 
January, ISRO's navigation 
satellite NVS-02 encountered a 
failure after being put in orbit 
by a Geosynchronous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV). The 
satellite, meant to be placed in 
a geostationary orbit, is oper-

ating from an elliptical orbit at 
present.

On Sunday, post lift-off, the 
PSLV C61 fl ight was tracked 
from the Mission Control 
Centre and other units of ISRO 
located in various parts of the 
country. According to the data 
shared by ISRO, the PS1 (fi rst 
stage) separation was sched-
uled for 111.64 seconds after 
lift-off, but it was achieved at 
110 seconds.  Further, the sec-
ond stage ignition of the rocket 
was targeted to be achieved at 
111.84 seconds, but the process 
occurred at 110.2 seconds leav-
ing a marginal difference.

ISRO’s 101st mission fails due to pressure issue
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Guwahati, May 18: Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa  
Sarma Sunday alleged that Con-
gress MP Gaurav Gogoi visited 
Pakistan on an invitation from 
its spy agency ISI, and that he 
worked closely with the estab-
lishment of the neighbouring 
nation.

Speaking to reporters on the 
sidelines of an offi cial function 
here, Sarma asserted that the 
government has documenta-
ry evidence to support this 
claim, and “every proof will 
be presented before the public 
by September 10” after proper 
verifi cation.

“Gaurav Gogoi visited Paki-
stan on an invitation of the ISI. 
For the fi rst time, I am saying 
this. We have documents of the 
same. He did not go for tourism 
purposes. He went there defi -
nitely for taking training,” the 
CM claimed.

The Deputy Leader of the 
Congress in Lok Sabha went 
there on a direct invitation of 
the Pakistan government and 
“it was dangerous”, Sarma said.

“... He was (working) closely 
with the Pakistan establish-
ment. When does the Home 
Department send an invita-
tion? It is only to impart train-
ing. Otherwise, why would ISI 
invite him?

The Chief Minister stressed 
that the government here has 
proof of Gogoi’s actions, and 
there is no way to escape from 
it. The Assam CM and the BJP 
have been attacking Gogoi over 
his wife's alleged connection 
with ISI. Sarma had claimed 
that Gogoi's British wife Eliz-
abeth Colburn had travelled 
19 times between India and 
Pakistan.

Sarma also criticised a sec-
tion of the media, stating that 
there is nothing childish as be-
ing projected by some local out-
lets here about Gogoi visiting 
Pakistan after receiving a let-
ter from the home department 
of that country. 

Gaurav Gogoi 
visited Pak on ISI 
invitation: Himanta
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New Delhi, May 18: The 
Congress Sunday attacked the 
Centre over alleged mismatch 
between the offi cial COVID-19 
death toll and the fi gures re-
fl ected in the Civil Registra-
tion System data, saying it 
would be too much to expect 
this government to show regret 
for its “tone-deaf” actions but 
when history is written, it will 
be sure to record this “act of 
depravity”.

Congress general secretary 
in-charge communications 
Jairam Ramesh said more 
than fi ve years ago, the world 
was ravaged by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“It was clear - even in that 
moment -? that India under-
went devastation on a scale that 
we hadn’t seen for more than a 
century,” he said on X.

From the migrant crisis to 
the manufactured shortage of 
vaccines, from the mass deaths 
and oxygen shortages to the 
Prime Minister's insistence on 
campaigning in West Bengal 
rather than prioritising human 
lives -? the cruellest and vilest 
impulses of the Modi govern-
ment -were on display during 
the pandemic, Ramesh alleged.

"While we always knew that 
the Government had systemat-
ically underreported COVID-19 
deaths, we now learn that there 
were an additional 20 lakh 
deaths reported across India 
in 2021 alone," he said.

Most of these can be attribut-
ed to the COVID-19 pandemic ? 
and this estimate of 20 lakh is 
nearly six times higher than 
the offi cial Covid death tally 
of 3.3 lakh, Ramesh said and 
shared graphs citing the Civil 
Registration System data.

The Prime Minister's home 
state of Gujarat has achieved 
the dubious distinction of un-
dercounting deaths on a stag-
gering scale - 33 times more 
deaths were reported than 
acknowledged by the Gujarat 
Government, he claimed. 

Cong slams govt 
over ‘mismatch’ in 
Covid death fi gures
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New Delhi, May 18: There 
is “no expiry date” to the un-
derstanding reached between 
Indian and Pakistani Director 
Generals of Military Opera-
tions (DGMOs) on cessation of 
hostilities nearly a week back, 
the Indian Army said Sunday.

The clarifi cation came fol-
lowing reports that the arrange-
ment between the two militar-
ies on stopping the hostilities 
is ending this evening.

The Director Generals of 
Military Operations (DGMOs) 
of India and Pakistan May 12 
decided to continue with the 
understanding of halting all mil-
itary actions. The arrangement 
was originally reached for two 
days when the DGMOs held a 
conversation over the hotline 
May 10. “As far as continuation 
of break in hostilities, as decid-
ed in DGMOs interaction of May 
12 are concerned, there is no ex-
piry date to it,” the Indian Army 
said in a brief clarifi cation.

It also made it clear that 
there are no “DGMO talks” 
scheduled for Sunday as re-
ported in a sector of the media.

The arrangement reached 
May 10 came after four days of 
intense hostilities that saw the 
two sides targeting each oth-
er’s military installations with 
drones, missiles and long-range 
weapons that raised fears of a 
wider military confl ict.

The DGMOs of India and Pa-
kistan May 12 again deliberat-
ed on ways to avoid “inimical” 
military actions and agreed 
on considering immediate 
steps to reduce troops of the 
two militaries from the bor-
ders and forward areas. In the 
conversation, the two offi cers 
focused on continuing the com-
mitment that both sides must 
not fi re a “single shot” or initi-
ate any “aggressive and inimi-
cal” action against each other. 

Under Operation Sindoor, India 
carried out precision strikes 
on terror infrastructure early 
May 7 in response to the April 
22 Pahalgam terror attack. Fol-
lowing the Indian action, Paki-
stan attempted to attack Indian 
military bases May 8, 9 and 10.

The Pakistani attempts were 
strongly responded to by the 
Indian side, infl icting heavy 
damage to a number of key Pa-
kistani military installations, 
including air bases, air defence 
systems, command and control 
centres and radar sites.

On May 15, Pakistan For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar told 
the country's Senate that the 
DGMOs of Pakistan and India 
talked over the hotline May 14 
to discuss the “ceasefi re”.

However, the Indian military 
chose not to comment on Dar's 
claim. Dar said the two DGMOs 
in their conversation May 10 
had fi rmed up the “ceasefi re” 
till May 12.

India curbs Bangladeshi 
exports via land ports to 
ensure fairness: Sources
New Delhi: India’s decision to 
curb Bangladeshi exports of 
ready-made garments and several 
other consumer goods through 
land ports is aimed at ensuring 
fairness and equality in bilateral 
trade, government sources said 
Sunday.  India's trade relationship 
with Bangladesh will be based 
on "reciprocal terms" and the 
decision on restricting exports 
of ready-made garments from 
the neighbouring country is in 
response to Dhaka imposing 
similar trade barriers on Indian 
yarn and rice, they said.  India 
Saturday decided to allow entry 
of ready-made garments from 
Bangladesh only through Kolkata 
and Nhava Sheva sea ports and 
barred imports of a range of 
consumer items through land 
transit posts in the Northeast.

No expiry date on 
truce with Pak: Army
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Sonipat (Haryana), May 
18: Some Opposition parties 
including CPI(M) and TMC 
Sunday condemned the arrest 
of Ashoka University’s head 
of the political science depart-
ment, Ali Khan Mahmudabad.

Mahmudabad was arrested 
Sunday after two FIRs were 
lodged on stringent charges, 
including endangering sov-
ereignty and integrity, for 
his social media posts related 
to Operation Sindoor, police 
and his lawyer said.

The CPI(M), AIMIM leader 
Asaddudin Owaisi and Trin-
amool Congress MP Mahua 
Moitra were among those who 
condemned the arrest.

“Haryana police reported-
ly arrested him from Delhi, 
violating legal process. This 
targets an individual for his 
opinions; his post wasn't 
anti-national or misogynis-
tic. A mere complaint by a 
BJP worker made Haryana 
police take action,” Owaisi 
said on X.

In a post on X, the CPI (M) 
said, “We condemn the arrest 
of professor Ali Khan Mah-
mudabad for his social me-
dia post against hate. While 
hate-mongers like Vijay Shah 
(Madhya Pradesh minister) 
roam free, those calling for 
justice and peace are targeted 
in Modi's India.”  TMC leader 
Mohua Moitra said they will 
move the court against the 
arrest.

“Horrified at arrest of dis-
tinguished scholar & academ-
ic Prof @Mahmudabad - has 
this bigoted govt & @police_
haryana totally lost it? We 
are moving court asap (sic),” 
she said on X.

 The arrest comes days af-
ter the Haryana State Com-
mission for Women sent a 
notice to associate professor 
Mahmudabad questioning 
his remarks, though he had 
maintained that they were 
“misunderstood” and assert-
ed that he had exercised his 
fundamental right to freedom 
of speech.

“Ali Khan Mahmudabad 
has been arrested in Delhi,” 
Assistant Commissioner 
of Police, Rai, Ajeet Singh 
said over phone, adding the 
action came in connection 
with some comments related 
to Operation Sindoor. 

Oppn condemns Ashoka 
varsity professor’s arrest
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BRITISH CLIMBER SCALES 
EVEREST FOR 19TH TIME
A British mountain guide has scaled Mount 
Everest Sunday for the 19th time breaking 
his own record for the most ascents of the 
world's highest mountain by a non-Sherpa guide. 
Kenton Cool, 51, from southwest England, scaled 
the 8,849-metre peak Sunday along with several 
other climbers, said Iswari Paudel of Himalayan 
Guides Nepal, which equipped his expedition.

Several at-
tempts were 

made to force us to 
make this mistake 
(the use of nuclear 
weapons) but we 
have ample force to 
achieve objectives 
without this option
VLADIMIR PUTIN | 
RUSSIAN PRESIDENT

1 killed in Palm 
Springs explosion 
Palm Springs: An explosion 
killed a person and heavily 
damaged a fertility clinic 
Saturday in the upscale 
California city of Palm Springs 
in what the FBI characterised 
as an “intentional act of 
terrorism.” Akil Davis, the 
head of the FBI's Los Angeles 
fi eld offi ce, said in the evening 
that the clinic was deliberately 
targeted, while declining to 
elaborate on how authorities 
have reached a conclusion 
on a motive. Authorities were 
still working to confi rm the 
identity of the person who 
died at the scene. Davis would 
not directly say whether that 
person was the suspect but 
said authorities were not 
searching for a suspect. Davis 
also said four people were hurt 
but provided no additional 
details on the severity of the 
injuries. Authorities were also 
investigating the possibility 
that the explosion was being 
livestreamed. The FBI said 
it was sent investigators, 
including bomb technicians, to 
the scene. 

4 soldiers killed 
in Balochistan
Karachi: Four levies soldiers 
were killed when militants 
attacked their check post 
in the restive Balochistan 
province's Khuzdar district 
along the strategic China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) route, police said. The 
masked gunmen Saturday 
evening attacked the check 
post in the Nal area of the 
district and fl ed the scene, 
a police offi cial said. While 
no group has claimed 
responsibility for the attack, 
security offi cials believe it was 
carried out by the Balochistan 
Liberation Army (BLA), which 
is blamed for the increasing 
terrorist activities in the 
mineral-rich province. 

Argentina votes 
in local elections 
Buenos Aires: Votes were 
being cast across Buenos Aires 
Sunday in local elections that 
will test Argentina's President 
Javier Milei's political 
strength as he seeks to steer 
mainstream conservatives 
toward his radical libertarian 
platform. The election results 
could boost Milei's La Libertad 
Avanza party, or LLA, in 
crucial national midterms later 
this year. Some 2.5 million 
people are eligible to vote in 
Sunday's election, in which 
half of the 60 legislative seats 
are up for grabs. A former TV 
pundit known for his angry 
rants against Argentina's 
political class, Milei founded 
LLA just four years ago, 
drawing a motley crew of 
political novices into his anti-
establishment agenda.

Putting the 
economy 
in order is 

not enough. We 
must strengthen 
institutions, be 
predictable and 
regain respect for one another

MAURICIO MACRI | FORMER ARGENTINA 
PRESIDENT

I don't put 
much cre-
dence in the 

Moody's down-
grade of the U.S. 
sovereign credit 
rating

SCOTT BESSENT | US TREASURY SECRETARY

My fi rm 
impression 
is that both 

the Europe-
ans and the 
Americans are 
determined to 
work together, 
but now also in a 
goal-oriented manner, 
to ensure that this terrible 
(Ukraine) war ends soon

FRIEDRICH MERZ | GERMAN CHANCELLOR

SHORT TAKES
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Deir al-Balah, May 18: Isra-
el launched “extensive” new 
ground operations in the Ga-
za Strip while airstrikes in a 
new offensive killed at least 
103 people, including dozens 
of children, overnight and into 
Sunday, hospitals and medics 
said, and forced northern Ga-
za's main hospital to close.

Airstrikes killed more than 
48 people in and around the 
Palestinian territory's southern 
city of Khan Younis, some hit-
ting houses and tents sheltering 
displaced people, according to 
Nasser Hospital, which said 
it struggled to count the dead 
because of the condition of the 
bodies.  Eighteen children and 
13 women were among them, 
spokesperson Weam Fares said.

In northern Gaza, a strike 
on a home in the built-up Jab-
aliya refugee camp killed nine 
members of a family, according 
to the Gaza Health Ministry's 
emergency services. 

Another strike on a residence 
in Jabaliya killed 10, including 
seven children and a woman, 
according to the civil defence, 
which operates under the 
Hamas-run government.

In Gaza City, Um Mahmoud 
al-Aloul lay across the shrouded 

body of her daughter, Nour al-
Aloul.  “You took my soul with 
you,” she cried. “I used to turn 
off my phone from how much 
you called.”

Israel's military had no im-
mediate comment, but its state-
ment announcing the ground 
operations said that prelimi-
nary strikes over the past week 
killed dozens of militants and 
struck more than 670 targets. 
Israel blames civilian casu-
alties on Hamas because the 
militant group operates from 
civilian areas.

Israel launched the offensive 
Saturday with the aims of seizing 
territory, displacing hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinians to 
Gaza's south and taking greater 
control of aid distribution.

An Israeli blockade on food, 
medicine and other supplies is 
now in its third month, with glob-
al food security experts warning 
of famine across the territory of 
more than 2 million people.

Talks in Qatar
Israel has said it is pressur-

ing Hamas to agree to a tempo-
rary ceasefi re on Israel's terms 
— one that would free Israeli 
hostages held in Gaza, but 
wouldn't necessarily end the 
war. Hamas says it wants a full 
withdrawal of Israeli forces and 

a pathway to ending the war as 
part of any new ceasefi re deal.

Israel had said it would wait 
until the end of US President 
Donald Trump's visit to the 
Middle East before launching its 
offensive, saying it was giving a 
chance for efforts at a new deal. 
Trump didn't visit Israel on his 
trip, which ended Friday.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu's offi ce said that 
his negotiating team in Qatar's 
capital, Doha, was “working to 
realise every chance for a deal,” 
including one that would bring 
an end to fi ghting in exchange 
for the release of all remaining 
58 hostages, Hamas' exile from 
Gaza and the disarmament of 
the Palestinian territory.

Hamas has refused to leave 
Gaza or disarm.

Israel shattered a previous 
eight-week ceasefi re in March, 
launching airstrikes that killed 
hundreds of people. Days before 
that, Israel halted all imports 
into Gaza, deepening the hu-
manitarian crisis.

The war in Gaza began on 
October 7, 2023, when Hamas-
led militants attacked southern 
Israel, killing 1,200 people and 
abducting 251 others. 

Israel's retaliatory offensive 
has killed more than 53,000 Pal-
estinians, many of them women 
and children, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry, which doesn't 
differentiate between civilians 
and combatants in its count.

Houthi rebels launch missile at Israel
The Israeli military said that 

it intercepted a missile launched 
early Sunday by Iranian-backed 
Houthi rebels in Yemen.

The rebels said that they 
fi red two ballistic missiles — 
including a hypersonic one — 
towards Israel's main airport 
near Tel Aviv, whose grounds 
were struck by a Houthi missile 
earlier this month.

Israel begins fresh
ground ops in Gaza

Pope Leo XIV on his popemobile tours St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican prior to the inaugural Mass of his 
pontifi cate, Sunday  AP PHOTO

Poles vote for new president

Warsaw: Poles voted Sunday 
in a presidential election at a 
time of heightened security 
concerns stemming from the 
ongoing war in neighbouring 
Ukraine and growing worry 
that the US commitment to Eu-
rope's security could be weak-

ening under President Donald 
Trump. The top two front-run-
ners are Warsaw Mayor Rafal 
Trzaskowski, a liberal allied 
with Prime Minister Donald 
Tusk, and Karol Nawrocki, a 
conservative historian with 

no prior political experience 
who is supported by the na-
tional conservative Law and 
Justice party. Recent opinion 
polls show Trzaskowski with 
around 30% support and Naw-
rocki in the mid-20s. A second 
round between the two is wide-
ly expected to take place June 
1. The election is also a test of 
the strength of other forces, in-
cluding the far right. Slawomir 
Mentzen, a hard-right candi-
date who blends populist MA-
GA rhetoric with libertarian 
economics and a critical stance 
toward the European Union, 
has been polling in third place.

Portugal holds 3rd 
general election in 3 yrs 
Lisbon: Voters in Portugal 
returned to the polls Sunday 
for a third general election in 
three years, as the country's 
increasingly fragmented po-
litical landscape defi es efforts 

to unite behind policies on 
pressing national issues such 
as immigration, housing and 
the cost of living. Hopes that 
the ballot might end the worst 
spell of political instability 
in decades for the European 
Union country of 10.6 million 
people could be dashed, how-
ever. Polls suggest the election 
is poised to deliver yet another 
minority government, leaving 
the Portuguese back where 
they started.  “What the polls 
indicate is that there will not be 
major differences from the last 

election results,” says Marina 
Costa Lobo, head researcher at 
Lisbon University's Institute of 
Social Sciences. That outcome 
could bring another scramble 
to build political alliances in 
Parliament, she said.

Romanians vote in 
presidential runoff 

Bucharest: Romanians voted 
Sunday in a tense presidential 
runoff between a hard-right 
nationalist and a pro-Western 
centrist in a high-stakes elec-
tion rerun that could determine 
the geopolitical direction of 
the European Union and NA-
TO member country. The race 
pits front-runner George Si-
mion, the 38-year-old leader of 
the hard-right Alliance for the 
Unity of Romanians, or AUR, 
against incumbent Bucharest 
Mayor Nicusor Dan.  It comes 
months after the cancelation of 
the previous election plunged 

Romania into its worst political 
crisis in decades. Polls opened 
at 7 am local time and were to 
close at 9 pm. By noon, more 
than 4.6 million people — or 
about 25 per cent of eligible 

voters — had cast ballots, ac-
cording to offi cial electoral 
data. Romanians abroad have 
been able to vote since Friday 
at specially set-up polling sta-
tions, and more than 750,000 
have already voted.

ONE DAY, THREE ELECTIONS IN EUROPE

REUTERS

Kyiv, May 18: Russia launched 
Sunday its largest drone attack on 
Ukraine since the start of the war, 
destroying homes and killing at 
least one woman a day before US 
President Donald Trump is due to 
discuss a proposed ceasefi re with 
Russia's Vladimir Putin.

Ukraine's intelligence service 
said it also believed Moscow 
intended to fi re an interconti-
nental ballistic missile later on 
Sunday as an attempt to intimi-
date the West. There was no im-
mediate response from Moscow 
to the accusation.

President Volodymyr Zelens-
kiy, straining to restore ties with 
Washington after a disastrous 
February White House visit, 
met Vice President JD Vance 
and Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio in Rome on Sunday on 
the sidelines of Pope Leo's inau-
guration. Ukrainian media said 

the meeting lasted 40 minutes.
Ukraine and Russia held 

their fi rst face-to-face talks in 
more than three years Friday, 
under pressure from Trump to 
agree to a ceasefi re in a war he 
has pledged to bring to a quick 
end. The warring sides agreed 
to swap 1,000 prisoners each but 
failed to agree to a truce, after 
Moscow presented conditions 
that a member of Ukraine's del-
egation called "non-starters".

The leaders of Britain, France, 
Germany and Poland planned to 
speak to Trump before the US 
and Russian presidents speak 
Monday, German Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz said Sunday.

The four European leaders 
jointly visited Kyiv last week 
where they called for new sanc-
tions on Russia unless Moscow 
accepts a ceasefi re, and Zelens-
kiy has said they joined him in 
phoning Trump Friday after the 
Russia-Ukraine talks.

Nepal hosts eco 
conference as 
glaciers melt
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kathmandu, May 18: The 
fi rst edition of the 'Sagarmatha 
Sambaad' concluded in Kath-
mandu with the adoption of 
the 25-point "Sagarmatha Call 
for Action", an urgent appeal 
to the international commu-
nity to address the ongoing 
climate crisis, with a special 
focus on conserving the moun-
tain ecosystems.

The three-day global dialogue 
from May 16 to 18 brought to-
gether over 300 participants, 
including experts and offi cials 
from governments, multilater-
al institutions, academia, civil 
society, the private sector, and 
media from India, China, Bhu-
tan and Azerbaijan.

"Climate change is an un-
precedented challenge and the 
well-being of present and future 
generations of humankind de-
pends on immediate and urgent 
response," said a statement at 
the end of the dialogue.

The declaration acknowl-
edged the urgency to main-
tain environmental integrity 
as mountain glaciers and the 
cryosphere are receding, exert-
ing pressure on snow-fed river 
systems that constitute the life-
line to species, ecosystems and 
genetic resources.

Convened under the theme 
“Climate Change, Mountains 
and the Future of Humanity”, 
the dialogue underscored the 
vulnerability of mountain 
regions in the wake of global 
warming, stressing the role 
these ecosystems play in main-
taining planetary health.

Participants highlighted 
that with glaciers melting at 
an unprecedented rate, the im-
pacts of climate change were 
not confi ned to the highlands 
but ripple across lowland and 
coastal regions through dis-
rupted hydrological cycles, 
biodiversity loss, and in-
creased frequency of natural 
disasters.

Russia launches war's 
largest drone attack

REUTERS

Dubai, May 18: Nothing cap-
tured Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s isolation 
more starkly this week than the 
image of US President Donald 
Trump shaking hands with 
Syria’s Islamist leader Ahmed 
al Sharaa - a man Israel has 
branded “an al Qaeda terrorist 
in a suit.”

“He's got the potential. He's 
a real leader,” Trump told re-
porters after talks with Sharaa 
Wednesday in Riyadh - a meet-
ing brokered by his Saudi hosts, 
with whom the US president 
agreed a slew of arms, business 
and technology deals.

Trump's whirlwind four-day 
tour of Saudi Arabia, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates 
this week was more than just a 
diplomatic spectacle marked by 
lucrative investments.

It sealed the emergence of 
a new Sunni-led Middle East 
order - one that eclipses Iran's 
shattered 'axis of resistance', 
and leaves Israel sidelined, ac-
cording to three regional and 
two Western sources.

Amid growing irritation in 
Washington with Israel's fail-
ure to reach a ceasefi re in Gaza, 
Trump's tour was a snub to Net-
anyahu, a close US ally who was 
the fi rst foreign leader to visit 
Washington after the president 
returned to offi ce in January, 
the sources said.

The message was clear: in 
Trump's less ideological, more 
results-driven vision of Middle 
East diplomacy, Netanyahu 
could no longer count on uncon-
ditional US support for his right-
wing agenda, the sources said.

“This administration is very 
frustrated with Netanyahu and 
that frustration is showing,” 

said David Schenker, a former 
US Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern Affairs under 
Republican former President 
George W. Bush.

“They're very, very transac-
tional, and Netanyahu isn't giv-
ing them anything right now.”

The sources said that the US 

was not about to turn its back on 
Israel, which remains a vital US 
ally whose support in Washing-
ton runs deep and is bipartisan.

But the Trump adminis-
tration wanted to deliver the 
message to Netanyahu that 
America has its own interests 
in the Middle East and it does 

not like him standing in its way, 
the sources added. US patience 
has been strained not just by the 
Israeli prime minister's refusal 
to countenance a Gaza ceasefi re 
but also his objection to US talks 
with Iran over its nuclear pro-
gramme, according to sources 
familiar with the matter.

Netanyahu's offi ce did not re-
spond to requests for comment. 
It has made no public state-
ments on Trump's regional visit.

A spokesperson for the White 
House's National Security Coun-
cil emphasized Trump was a 
friend to Israel.

“We continue to work close-
ly with our ally Israel to ensure 
remaining hostages in Gaza are 
freed, Iran never obtains a nu-
clear weapon, and to strengthen 
regional security in the Middle 
East,” NSC spokesman James 
Hewitt said.

While publicly insisting 

US-Israeli relations remain 
strong, Trump administration 
offi cials have privately ex-
pressed irritation with Netanya-
hu's refusal to fall into line with 
Washington's positions on Gaza 
and Iran, according to sources 
familiar with the matter.

Six regional and Western 
sources said friction between 
the US and Israel was building 
before Trump's regional trip.

The tension began when Ne-
tanyahu fl ew to Washington on 
a second visit in April seeking 
Trump’s backing for military 
strikes on Iran’s nuclear sites - 
only to discover, to his shock, 
that Trump was opting for di-
plomacy.

An unbending advocate for 
a hardline stance against Teh-
ran, Netanyahu was caught 
off guard, learning just hours 
before his meeting that negoti-
ations were about to start.

Trump's Gulf tour reshapes MidEast diplomatic map



P11
MONDAY | MAY 19, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

business
INDIA, EU CONCLUDE 
11TH ROUND OF TALKS 
India and the European Union (EU) chief 
negotiators have concluded another round 
of talks on the proposed free trade agree-
ment (FTA) here and agreed to reach a 
deal in two phases. The 11th round of talks 
concluded on May 16. The talks focused 
on areas like market access offers in 
goods, services, and investment

With government 
initiatives like the Cruise 
Bharat Mission and 
Maritime India Vision 
2030, we foresee 
positive growth and ex-
pansion in this segment
 MAHESH IYER | 
CEO, THOMAS COOK INDIA 

Cement makers report 
volume growth in Q4
New Delhi: Large cement 
companies have reported a 
volume growth in March 2025 
quarter and expect enhanced 
performance in FY26 on 
better sales realisation and 
stable demand. Leading listed 
cement fi rms like UltraTech, 
Ambuja Cements, ACC, 
Shree Cements, and Dalmia 
Bharat have retained around 
7 to 7.5 per cent growth 
for the cement industry in 
FY26, following government 
spending on infrastructure 
projects and rural recovery. 
However, they are cautious 
about the geopolitical tensions 
and changing trade landscape. In 
March quarter, cement makers 
reported gains in volumes, ranging 
from 3.5 to 10 per cent and an 
enhanced capacity utilisation on 
a year-on-year basis. However, 
their topline numbers continue 
to face challenges on account 
of lower year-on-year sales 
realisation, though input costs 
for coal, petcoke and diesel were 
signifi cantly cheaper. The all-India 
average cement price was around 
Rs 350 per 50 kg bag in March 
2025. Overall, in FY25, cement 
prices declined by 7 per cent year-
on-year to Rs 340/bag.

Anarock's revenue rises
New Delhi: Real estate 
consultant Anarock Group 
revenue grew 33 per cent 
last fi scal to Rs 755 crore on 
better demand for residential 
and commercial properties, 
it's Chairman Anuj Puri said.  
Mumbai-based Anarock had 
posted revenue of Rs 566 crore 
in the 2023-24 fi nancial year.

Oil regulator mandates 
registration for LNG
New Delhi: The oil regulator 
has made it mandatory 
for companies planning to 
establish new liquefi ed natural 
gas (LNG) import terminals or 
expand existing ones to obtain 
prior approval, but dropped 
the requirement to reserve 
a portion of the terminal 
capacity for third-party access. 

SHORT TAKES

In an in-
creasingly 
volatile 

maritime 
environment, 
strengthening 
India's under-
sea warfare capabilities 
is not merely a strategic 
priority but an imperative 
for safeguarding sovereignty 
and national interests. The 
Indian Navy requires inte-
grated, mission-ready ISR 
and anti-submarine warfare 
capabilities, including critical 
systems like sonobuoys that 
are indigenously developed, 
swiftly deployable, and 
globally competitive 
JEET ADANI | VP, ADANI ENTERPRISES

FTA has 
signifi cant 
potential 

for cost advan-
tages through 
the expected 
reduction in 
customs duties. Radico plans 
to import scotch malt worth 
`250 crore in fi scal year 
2025-2026, and this treaty, 
therefore, benefi ts 
the sector substantially
ABHISHEK KHAITAN  | MD, RADICO KHAITAN 

uoteu

GSSE 
2025 aims 
to bring 

together the full 
stainless steel 
value chain, 
from manu-
facturers and processors 
to fabricators, architects, 
and end-user industries, 
under one roof. The expo will 
showcase the latest technol-
ogies, advanced products, 
and sustainable solutions 
that are shaping the future of 
stainless steel
ANITHA RAGHUNATH | DIRECTOR, VCE 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 18:  Stock 
markets will be mainly driven 
by quarterly earnings by cor-
porate, foreign fund fl ows and 
global trends this week, ana-
lysts said.

Updates on global trade deals 
and their impact on world mar-
kets will also be closely tracked, 
experts noted.

"As the India-Pakistan con-
fl ict now stabilized and all ma-
jor geopolitical events behind, 
investors' focus is likely to shift 
towards assessing the ongoing 
Q4 corporate earnings season.

“Additionally, there is grow-
ing optimism around the pos-
sibility of an early India-US 
trade deal, which could provide 
further support to market sen-
timent," Puneet Singhania, Di-
rector at Master Trust Group, 
said.

Domestic developments 
and key global economic data 
releases will also infl uence in-
vestor fl ows and overall market 
direction, he added.

India is willing to cut 100 per 
cent tariffs on American goods, 
US President Donald Trump 
claimed once again while say-
ing that a trade deal between 
New Delhi and Washington is 
coming soon.

Power Grid Corporation of 
India, Hindalco Industries, 
ONGC, Sun Pharmaceutical 
Industries, ITC and JSW Steel 
will announce their earnings 
this week.

 "With no major global or do-
mestic events scheduled, mar-
kets focus is expected to shift 
towards domestic earnings and 
high-frequency economic data 

for directional cues. Updates on 
global trade deals and their im-
pact on global markets will also 
be closely tracked," Ajit Mishra 
– SVP, Research, Religare Brok-
ing Ltd, said.

Participants will continue to 
monitor foreign capital fl ows, 
which have played a signifi cant 
role in sustaining the current 
rally, he said.

 “On the corporate earnings 
front, several prominent com-
panies, including ONGC, ITC, 
Hindalco, JSW Steel and Power 
Grid are set to announce their 
quarterly results, which could 
infl uence near-term market 
trends," Mishra added.

 Last week, the BSE bench-
mark gauge jumped 2,876.12 
points or 3.61 per cent, and the 
Nifty surged 1,011.8 points or 
4.21 per cent.

Siddhartha Khemka, Head 
- Research, Wealth Manage-
ment, Motilal Oswal Financial 
Services, said, the focus will 
also remain on the ongoing Q4 
earnings season.

 FIIs (Foreign Institutional 
Investors) who were sellers in 
the fi rst three months of 2025 
having sold equity for `1,16,574 
crore during this period turned 
buyers in April. This change in 
FII strategy from selling to buy-
ing accelerated in May with big 
buying of `23,778 crore through 
16th May.

"With the global trade scenar-
io improving after the pause 
in trade war between US and 
China and the end of the In-
dia-Pak confl ict, the investment 
scenario has improved," VK Vi-
jayakumar, Chief Investment 
Strategist, Geojit Investments 
Limited, said.

Q4 earnings, FIIs, global trends 
to guide stock markets: Analysts

MARKET OUTLOOK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 18: India con-
tinues to be the world's largest 
market for electric three-wheel-
ers for a second year in a row as 
sales rose nearly 20 per cent to 
reach about 7 lakh vehicles in 
2024, the International Energy 
Agency (IEA) said in a report.

In its Global EV Outlook 2025, 
the Paris-based energy watch-
dog said India continues to 
drive most growth in the global 
electric three-wheeler market.

Despite the global 
three-wheeler (3W) market 
shrinking 5 per cent from the 
previous year, electric 3W sales 
grew more than 10 per cent to 
surpass 1 million vehicles in 
2024. Electric 3W sales repre-
sented almost one-quarter of 
all 3W sales, up from one-fi fth 
in 2023, it said.

The market is highly concen-
trated, with China and India 
together accounting for more 
than 90 per cent of electric and 
conventional 3W sales.

"Electrifi cation of 3Ws in Chi-
na has stagnated at less than 
15 per cent over the past three 

years. In 2023, India overtook 
China to become the world's 
largest market for electric 3Ws, 
and it maintained this position 
in 2024, with sales growing 
close to 20 per cent year-on-
year to reach nearly 7,00,000 
vehicles," it said.

This translated into a record 
57 per cent electric sales share 
in 2024, 3 per cent up on the pre-
vious year.

This growing trend, it said, 
looks set to continue thanks to 
policy support under the new 
PM E-DRIVE scheme, which 
allocated budget in 2024 to 
support the roll-out of more 
than 3,00,000 electric 3Ws for 
commercial use - for which the 
total fl eet (electric and ICE) was 
estimated at more than 10 mil-
lion vehicles in 2023.

IEA said China, India and 
Southeast Asia remain the 
world's largest 2/3W markets, 
accounting for around 80 per 
cent of 2024 global sales, with 
2/3Ws serving as the prima-
ry mode of private passenger 
transport in these regions.

"India's increasingly dynam-
ic electric 2W market hosted a 
total of 220 OEMs in 2024, up 
from 180 in 2023, although the 

four market leaders account-
ed for a combined 80 per cent 
of the 1.3 million electric 2Ws 
sold in the country in 2024 (6 
per cent of the overall 2W mar-
ket)," the report said.

While the upfront purchase 
price of electric 2Ws remains 
higher on average than that 
of conventional 2Ws, increas-
ing competition is prompting 
OEMs to offer more affordable 
electric models.

"Policy support is also help-
ing to bridge the affordability 
gap between electric and ICE 
2W models, with the new PM 
Electric Drive Revolution in In-
novative Vehicle Enhancement 
(PM E-DRIVE) policy continu-
ing fi nancial support formerly 
provided under both Faster 
Adoption and Manufacturing of 
Electric Vehicles (FAME)-II and 
Electric Mobility Promotion 
Scheme measures," IEA said.

This provides purchase in-
centives for electric 2Ws (offer-
ing purchase subsidies of up to 
`5,000/kWh for 2Ws fi tted with 
lithium-ion batteries), as well 
as for 3Ws and other emerging 
EV categories (specifi cally ex-
cluding private cars), with a 
total budget of USD 1.3 billion.

ELECTRIC REVOLUTION

India to shine in electric 2/3W
As per IEA reports, India 
has surpassed china in 

electric vehicles 
(two and three segment). 

Despite global decline, 
the sales in India grew by 
40% in 2023 and continue 
to remain steady in 2024. 
Analysts are expecting a 
sharp rise as India is set 

to become a 
landmark for EVs 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 18: India's 
coal import declined 1.7 per 
cent to 263.56 million tonnes 
in the 2024-25 financial year. 
The country's coal import was 
268.24 million tonnes (MT) 
in 2023-24.

During 2024-25, non-coking 
coal import was 167.10 MT, 
lower than 175.96 MT import-
ed in the previous year. Coking 
coal imports was at 54.08 MT 
in 2024-25 as against 57.22 MT 
in 2023-24.

According to data compiled 
by mjunction services ltd, coal 
import in March also declined 
to 22.79 MT over 23.96 MT in the 
year-ago period.

Of the total imports in 
March, non-coking coal im-
ports stood at 14.84 MT, against 
15.33 MT imported in the same 
month last year. Coking coal 
import volume was 4.41 MT, 
against 5.34 MT imported in 
March 2024.

 mjunction MD & CEO 
Vinaya Varma said, There 
was a drop in import volume 
in March (and in 2024-25), 
which was in line with market 
expectation. As the domestic 
market remains replete with 
high stockpile (of non-coking 
coal), we expect the appetite 
for imports to remain sub-
dued till demand picks up in 
peak summer.

The cumulative coal pro-
duction in 2024-25 crossed the 
one billion tonne-mark, reach-
ing 1,047.57 MT (provision-
al), compared to 997.83 MT in 
2023-24, recording a growth of 
4.99 per cent.

The coal ministry said it 
remains committed to fos-
tering self-reliance, reduc-
ing import dependency, and 
driving sustainable mining 
practices to bolster the na-
tion's energy security and 
economic resilience.

India's coal import drops

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 18: Restric-
tions imposed by India on cer-
tain Bangladeshi goods will 
help the domestic ready-made 
garment industry, particularly 
Micro, Small, and Medium En-
terprises (MSMEs), to enhance 
their competitiveness, accord-
ing to experts.

Saturday, India restricted 
imports worth USD 770 mil-
lion from Bangladesh, covering 
nearly 42 per cent of bilateral 
imports. Key goods like gar-
ments, processed foods, and 
plastic items are now limited 
to selected sea ports.

Ready-made garments, val-
ued at USD 618 million, now 
face strict routing through 
only two Indian seaports. 
This severely limits Bangla-
desh's most valuable export 

channel to India.
"Indian textile fi rms have 

long protested the competitive 
edge enjoyed by Bangladeshi 
exporters, who benefi t from du-
ty-free Chinese fabric imports 
and export subsidies, giving 
them a 10-15 per cent price ad-
vantage in the Indian market," 
think tank Global Trade Re-
search Initiative (GTRI) said.

The port restrictions will 
help Indian MSMEs from the 
textiles sector, GTRI founder 
Ajay Srivastava said.

Sharing similar views, Ap-
parel Export Promotion Coun-
cil (AEPC) Vice Chairman A 
Sakthivel said it was a demand 
of domestic exporters to impose 
these restrictions.

"It is a good decision now tak-
en by the Indian government. 
The domestic industry will ben-
efi t from this," Sakthivel said.

The move comes in response 
to Bangladesh's recent restric-
tions on Indian yarn, rice, and 
other goods, as well as the im-
position of a transit fee on Indi-
an cargo's departure from past 
cooperation.

"As the bigger neighbour 
and regional power, India has 
a greater responsibility to lead 

with patience, keep communi-
cation open, and avoid using 
trade as a weapon. Rebuilding 
trust through diplomacy and 
economic cooperation is still 
possible," he said.

The import of apparels from 
Bangladesh is primarily in se-
lect categories such as cotton 
trousers of men and jackets, 

blazers of synthetic fi bers for 
local consumption by many 
retails chains.

 The total apparel imports 
from Bangladesh in 2024-25 
were 677.5 million, up 13.8 per 
cent from its 2023-24 level of 
USD 595.5 million.

 Apparel import from Ban-
gladesh through Petrapole 
(Indian border checkpoint) 
land port alone was USD 515.3 
million in 2024-25, accounting 
for around 76 per cent of ap-
parel import into India from 
Bangladesh.

 Mithileshwar Thakur, Sec-
retary General AEPC, said that 
restrictions on land ports can 
limit their access to the Indian 
market, particularly for medi-
um-sized garment factories that 
heavily rely on land routes.

Land routes are generally 
cheaper and more effi cient for 

transporting goods, especially 
for smaller consignments.

"Forcing garments to be 
shipped via sea ports will in-
crease transportation costs and 
potentially make Bangladeshi 
garments less competitive in 
the Indian market," Thakur 
said, adding sea transporta-
tion is slower than land trans-
portation, leading to longer 
delivery times.

"This can increase lead time 
and adversely impact the abil-
ity of Bangladesh to meet the 
needs of Indian retailers and 
consumers," he said, adding as 
apparel import from Kolkata 
and Nhava Sheva seaports is 
still allowed, the long-term im-
pact will largely depend on how 
quickly and to what extent the 
import of ready-made garments 
from land port gets shifted to 
import from seaport.

Bangladesh imports ban to help MSMEs: Experts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 18: Mar-
kets regulator Security Ex-
change Board of India (SEBI) 
has made the electronic book 
mechanism mandatory for 
all private placement debt 
issues of `20 crore or above 
and expanded the platform's 
scope to include Real Estate 
Investment Trusts (REITs) 
and Infrastructure Invest-
ment Trusts (InvITs).

The move, based on recom-
mendations from a working 
group and public feedback, is 
aimed at enhancing the effi-
ciency of the Electronic Book 
Provider (EBP) platform.

Under the new framework, 
the use of the EBP platform 
is now mandatory for private 
placements of debt securities, 
non-convertible redeemable 
preference shares (NCRPS), 
and municipal bonds, where 
the issue size is `20 crore or 
more, including single, shelf, 
and subsequent issues within 
a financial year, according to 
a circular.

Earlier, the mechanism 
was mandatory for all private 
placements of debt securities 
with an issue size of `50 crore 
or more.

An issuer, if desirous, may 

choose to access EBP platform 
for private placement of secu-
ritised debt instruments or 
security receipts or commer-
cial papers (CPs), certificates 
of deposit (CDs) and issuers 
constituted as REITs, SM RE-
ITs  and InvITs can also access 
the EBP platform for private 
placement of units of REITs, 
SM REITs and InvITs, Sebi 
said Friday.

The regulator said that is-
suers are required to submit 
the placement memorandum 
and term sheet containing key 
terms and conditions; at least 
two working days before the 
issue opens, or three working 
days in the case of first-time 
users of the EBP.

The documents must dis-
close the base issue size and 
any green shoe option, which 
is capped at five times the 
base size. Besides, past green 
shoe allocations are required 
to be disclosed.

Depending on the credit rat-

ing of the instrument, issuers 
can reserve a portion up to 30 
per cent for AAA to AA-, 40 
per cent for A+A-, and 50 per 
cent for others and anchor 
investors, who will have to 
confirm their participation 
electronically one day before 
the issue.

Further, unconfirmed 
amounts will be reallocated 
to the base issue.

To ensure transparency, 
SEBI said that if multiple bids 
are received at the same cut-
off price, allotments must be 
made on a proportionate basis.

The EBP is required to pub-
licly update detailed bidding 
and issue-related information 
on its website by the end of 
the bidding day or by 1 PM the 
next day, depending on when 
the issue closes. Additionally, 
revised timelines have been in-
troduced to obtain in-principle 
approval from stock exchanges 
before T-2 or T-3 for EBP-based 
issues and before the issue 
opens for non-EBP issues.

These changes will come in-
to effect immediately, except 
for certain clauses, including 
those related to anchor inves-
tors, disclosures, and report-
ing, that will be implemented 
three to six months from the 
circular's date.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, May 18: Appar-
el Export Promotion Council 
(AEPC) Sunday said it has inked 
a pact with Green Business Certi-
fi cation Institute (GBCI) with an 
aim to promote sustainable man-
ufacturing in the garment sector.

It will help increase the num-
ber of LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental De-
sign) certifi ed garment factories 
in India. LEED certifi cation is a 
globally-recognised rating sys-
tem for evaluating a building's 
environment performance and 
sustainability and indicates 
building's adherence to green 
building principles promoting 
energy effi ciency, resource con-
servation and healthier indoor 
environments.

The MoU was signed by AEPC 
Secretary General Mithileshwar 
Thakur and Gopalakrishnan P, 
MD, GBCI Asia Pacifi c and Middle 
East.  Sudhir Sekhri, Chairman 
AEPC, said the Indian garment 
industry is committed to promote 
sustainable practices. The LEED 
certifi cation indicates reduced 
resource consumption, lower 
carbon footprint and improved 
air quality within the factory. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA          

New Delhi, May 18: India's 
smartphone exports surged 
nearly fi vefold to US and about 
fourfold to Japan in the past 
three years, propelling the 
segment to surpass petroleum 
products and diamonds as the 
country's top exported goods, 
according to government data.

The smartphone exports rose 
by 55 per cent to $24.14 billion 
in 2024-25 from $15.57 billion 
in 2023-24 and $10.96 billion in 
2022-23.

 In the last fi scal, the top fi ve 
nations where India registered 
the highest growth in smart-
phone exports were the US, the 
Netherlands, Italy, Japan, and 
Czech Republic.

Exports to US alone rose 
from $2.16 billion in 2022-23 to 
$5.57 billion in 2023-24 and $10.6 
billion in 2024-25.

A signifi cant export growth 
has also been registered with 
Japan where shipments surged 
from $120 million in 2022-23 to 
$520 million in FY25.

This rapid ascent has pro-
pelled smartphones to become 
one of India's top exported 

goods, overtaking traditional 
leaders like petroleum prod-
ucts and diamonds for the fi rst 
time, a commerce ministry of-
fi cial said.

Over the past three years, 
exports from the sector have 
experienced a healthy surge, 
transforming the country into 
a major global manufacturing 
and export hub, the offi cial said.

This growth is underpinned 
by government initiatives 
such as the Production-Linked 
Incentive (PLI) scheme, which 
has spurred investments, 
scaled up local production, and 
integrated India more deeply 
into global value chains.

Exports to Netherlands in-
creased to $2.2 billion in the last 
fi scal from $1.07 billion in 2022-
23. Similarly, shipments to Ita-
ly rose to $1.26 billion from $720 
million. To Czech Republic, ship-
ments rose to $1.17 billion from 
$650 million, the data showed.

SEBI mandates E-book platformAEPC, GBCI 
aim to promote 
climate  clothing

Smartphones shine 
as top export good



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, May 18: Openers 
Sai Sudharsan and Shubman 
Gill scripted an incredible run 
chase as Gujarat Titans hand-
ed Delhi Capitals a humiliating 
10-wicket defeat and sealed 
their playoff berth in a crucial 
IPL match here Sunday.

Chasing 200 for victory, Sud-
harsan (108 not out) and Gill 
(93 not out) made light work of 
the target, powering Gujarat to 
205 for no loss with six balls to 
spare.

While Sudharsan struck 
12 boundaries and four sixes, 
Gill clobbered seven sixes and 
three fours during the unbeat-
en stand.

Earlier, KL Rahul fl ourished 
as an opener, hammering 14 
fours and four sixes in an un-
beaten 112 off 65 balls to propel 
Delhi Capitals to 199 for 3 after 
being put in to bat.

With this win, Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru and Punjab 
Kings also confi rmed their 
playoff berths. Delhi Capitals, 
meanwhile, must win both of 
their remaining matches and 
rely on other results to stand 
a chance of qualifying for the 
knockout stage.

DC's ploy to open with a spin-
pace combination backfi red as 
GT raced to 31 without loss 
in two overs, with Sudharsan 
plundering 20 runs off T Na-
tarajan, including three fours 
and a six. Axar Patel too was 
expensive, conceding 11 and 12 
in his fi rst two overs.

Bangladesh's Mustafi zur 
Rahman and Sri Lanka's 

Dushmantha Chameera brief-
ly stemmed the fl ow of runs 
with tidy spells as GT reached 
59 for no loss at the end of the 
powerplay.

The spin duo of Vipraj Nigam 
and Kuldeep Yadav was in-
troduced soon after, but DC 
burned two reviews in succes-
sive overs — both involving 
Sudharsan. The left-hander 
fi rst survived a caught-be-
hind appeal off Vipraj on 44, 
and then a leg-before shout 
off Kuldeep on 46, much to the 
home team's frustration.

Sudharsan brought up his 
half-century with a boundary 
off Axar in the ninth over.

Earlier, DC suffered an ear-
ly blow when Faf du Plessis (5) 
was dismissed by Arshad Khan 
(1/7 in 2 overs) in the fourth 
over.

Rahul, however, anchored 
the innings with composure 
and aggression, forging a 90-
run stand off 52 balls with 
Abishek Porel (30), followed by 

a 45-run partnership in 26 balls 
with skipper Axar Patel (25), 
and an unbroken 48-run stand-
off 22 deliveries with Tristan 
Stubbs (21 not out).

Rahul, who has had success 
as an opener for his previous 
franchises, was in complete 
control, peppering the off-side 
with crisp cut shots and clear-
ing the ropes with ease. He 
pulled Kagiso Rabada over long 
leg for his fi rst six and followed 
it up with another over long-off.
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SHORT TAKES

GT seal playoff berth
Gill, Sudharsan 

steal thunder from 
Rahul as Gujarat 
Titans humiliate 

Delhi Capitals with 
a 10-wicket defeat 

BRAR, SHASHANK, WADHERA STAR AS PUNJAB KINGS BEAT RAJASTHAN ROYALS 

BRIEF SCORES
Delhi Capitals: 199 for 3 in 20 

overs (KL Rahul 112 not out, 
Abhishek Porel 30; Sai Kishore 

1/47, Prasidh Krishna 1/40) lost to 
Gujarat Titans: 205 for no loss in 
19 overs (Sai Sudharsan 108 not 
out, Shubman Gill 93 not out).

World TT: Manika, 
Manav cruise ahead
Doha: Star Indian table tennis 
player Manika Batra cruised to 
the second round of the World 
Championships with a dominant 
straight-game win while Manav 
Thakkar also made a confi dent 
start to his singles campaign, here 
Sunday. Seeded 22nd, Manika 
registered a commanding 4-0 
(11-5, 11-6, 11-8, 11-2) victory 
over Nigeria's Fatima Bello in 
a women's singles fi xture that 
lasted just 24 minutes. She will be 
up against Korea's Park Gahyeon 
in the round of 64. India's top-
ranked male singles player, 
Thakkar, also began in style, 
defeating New Zealand's 
Timothy Choi 4-1 (11-3, 11-8, 6-11, 
11-7, 14-12) in his men's singles 
opening round.

Bhambri, Galloway 
end runners-up
New Delhi: India's Yuki Bhambri 
and his American partner Robert 
Galloway fought tooth and nail 
in the thrilling title clash of the 
ATP Challenger event in Bordeaux 
but had to be content with a 
runners-up fi nish, here Sunday. 
The second seeded Indo-American 
team lost 6-7(1), 6-7(2) to fourth 
seeded combine of Francisco 
Cabral from Portugal and Lucas 
Miedler from Austria. India's N 
Sriram Balaji and Sumit Nagal 
were also in the fray but they 
lost at different stages of the 
clay court tournament in their 
respective events.

Diksha set to shine 
Hilversum: Indian golfer Diksha 
Dagar is in position for another 
fi ne fi nish as she carded a fi ne 
2-under 70 to be placed tied ninth 
at the Dutch Ladies Open here. 
Diksha produced a nice fi nish 
with three bridies and one bogey 
in the last six holes and was at 
3-under at the end of 36 holes 
with one more day to go. As for 
the other Indians, Hitaashee 
Bakshi, No 1 on Hero Women's 
Pro Golf Tour, playing her fi rst 
LET event outside India, made 
a great start. She shot 71-73 
and is even par for two days 
and tied-26th, while the third 
player making the cut was Avani 
Prashanth, who improved by 
seven shot in her second round. 
After 77 on the fi rst day, she shot 
70 on the second day and was 
T-51st.

Multiple games 
introduced under 
Khelo India scheme
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, May 18: Sports 
Minister Mansukh Manda-
viya Sunday announced the 
broadening of the scope of the 
Khelo India initiative with the 
introduction of multiple games 
to cover school sports, martial 
arts, beach and water sports 
from this year onwards.

While launching the Khelo 
India Annual Calendar, Manda-
viya said that the government 
will soon introduce a series of 
Khelo India Games and other 
competitions, including Khe-
lo India North-East Games, 
among others.

He said the aim was to 
strengthen India's sporting 
ecosystem, provide strategic 
year-round schedule to boost 
grassroots competitions and 
talent identifi cation.

"The Khelo India Annual 
Calendar is not just a schedule 
but it is a strategic blueprint 
strengthening India's domes-
tic competition structure for 
transforming India into a 
global sporting powerhouse," 
Mandaviya said.

"Over the past decade, In-
dian sports have undergone a 
remarkable transformation... 
We have created a dynamic 
and inclusive sporting ecosys-
tem with regular national-level 
competitions under the Khelo 
India initiative. Taking this 
vision forward, we will soon 
introduce Khelo India Beach 
Games (KIBG), Khelo India 
School Games (KISG), Khelo 
India Water Sports and Khe-
lo India North-East Games, 
among others."

Mandaviya said these events 
will be pivotal in identifying, 
nurturing, and preparing In-
dia's young talent.

"Through structured com-
petitions, year-round engage-
ment, and pan-India participa-
tion, we are building the foun-
dation for sustained sporting 
excellence as we gear up for 
the Commonwealth Games 
2030 and the Olympic Games 
2036. 

India is on the move, and 
the youth are at the heart of 
this sporting revolution," the 
sports minister added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Jaipur, May 18: Left-arm spin-
ner Harpreet Brar bowled a 
match-turning spell after Nehal 
Wadhera and Shashank Singh 
made bruising fi fties as Punjab 
Kings edged closer to an IPL play-
off berth with a 10-run win over 
Rajasthan Royals here Sunday.

Brar, who came in as a sub-
stitute for skipper Shreyas Iyer 
-- who suffered a fi nger injury 
-- was introduced in the fi fth 
over and the left-arm spinner 
walked away with an impres-
sive 3/22 in four overs, helping 
PBKS to restrict RR to 209/7 in 
the chase of 220. 

The Punjab side had earlier 
made 219 for fi ve riding on an 
unbeaten on 59 off 30 deliver-
ies (5x4, 3x6) by Shashank and 
Wadhera (70, 37b, 5x4, 5x6). 

The Ricky Ponting-coached 
side needs just one more point 
to secure a playoff berth for the 
fi rst time since 2014. 

Brar, who mixed up his an-
gles, trajectory, and pace with 
precision, played a big part in 
that. His scalps included the 
14-year-old sensation Vaibhav 
Suryavanshi (40 off 15; 4x4, 4x6) 

and Indian opener Yashasvi 
Jaiswal, who had launched a 
brutal assault up front with 
his (50 off 24).

Together they fl ew off the 
blocks with a standoff 76 runs 
in just 4.1 overs. Azmatullah 
Omarzai (2/44) then landed a 
double blow, sending back skip-
per Sanju Samson (20 off 16) and 
Shimron Hetmyer (11 off 12), as 
RR's chase lost steam.

Dhruv Jurel (53 off 31 balls; 
3x4, 4x6) hit form to score his 
second fi fty of the season but it 
went in vain as Marco Jansen 
(2/41 in three overs) removed 
him and Wanindu Hasaranga 
in successive balls in the last 
over to end their chase.

Jaiswal was in explosive 
form from the outset, smashing 
four fours and a six off Arsh-
deep Singh's fi rst over.

Suryavanshi matched him 
stroke for stroke, cracking two 
sixes and a four off Jansen.

RR raced to 51 for no loss in 
just three overs -- 50 of those 
runs coming in boundaries, 
and one via a wide.

Suryavanshi continued his 
fi reworks with back-to-back 
sixes off Arshdeep, helping RR 

storm to 76 in just 29 balls.
However, Brar's introduction 

proved decisive, as he fi rst re-
moved Suryavanshi and then 
dismissed Jaiswal, who fell 
immediately after completing 
his sixth fi fty of the season.

It saw the required rate 
jumping to 12 from under 10, 
and the Royals couldn't recover.

Earlier, fiery half-centu-
ries from Wadhera and Sha-
shank powered PBKS to a 
commanding total. 

Opting to bat, PBKS started 
briskly but lost opener Pri-
yansh Arya in the second over, 
caught by Hetmyer off Tushar 
Deshpande (2/37). Prabhsimran 
Singh briefl y kept the momen-
tum going, striking Maphaka 
for a four and a six, but wickets 
continued to tumble.

PBKS edge past Rajasthan

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Wembley, May 18: Crystal 
Palace etched their name into 
English football folklore Sat-
urday as they stunned Man-
chester City 1-0 in the FA Cup 
fi nal to lift their fi rst-ever ma-
jor trophy in 164 years, at the 
Wembley Stadium. 

Eberechi Eze was the hero at 
Wembley, scoring the decisive 
goal in the 16th minute to deliv-
er a moment of glory that will 
be remembered for generations 
in south London.

Eze latched onto a clever pass 
and weaved through the City de-
fence before calmly slotting past 
Stefan Ortega to send the Palace 
end into delirium. His goal was 
not just a spark of brilliance, 
but the foundation of a monu-
mental upset against a City side 
that had dominated domestic 

football for nearly a decade.
Manchester City responded 

with urgency and nearly found 
a way back into the game when 
Erling Haaland broke through 
on goal, only for Palace keeper 
Dean Henderson to controver-
sially handle the ball outside 
the penalty area.

Referee Stuart Attwell initial-
ly let play continue, and though 
VAR intervened, it was eventu-
ally ruled that Henderson had 
not denied a clear goalscoring 
opportunity, sparing him a red 
card. Just minutes later, Hen-

derson further justifi ed that 
decision by saving a penalty 
from Omar Marmoush after a 
Palace handball inside the box.

The second half saw City 
push relentlessly for an equalis-
er, but Pep Guardiola’s decision 
to go without a holding mid-
fi elder left his side exposed in 
transition. Palace thought they 
had doubled their lead through 
Daniel Munoz in the 58th min-
ute, but the goal was disallowed 
for offside after a VAR review.

City threw everything for-
ward in the closing stages, in-
cluding teenage sensation Clau-
dio Echeverri, but Henderson 
stood tall again, producing two 
outstanding late saves to pre-
serve the Eagles' slender lead.

The fi nal whistle sparked 
scenes of unbridled joy among 
Palace players and fans alike. 
For a club that helped found 
the FA Cup in 1871 and played 
in its fi rst semi-fi nal, this was a 
full-circle moment – their fi rst 
major trophy, their fi rst FA 
Cup, and a ticket to the 2025-26 
UEFA Europa League.

For Pep Guardiola, it marked 
the end of a glittering eight-
year streak of winning at least 
one major trophy per season 
with Manchester City, as Pal-
ace completed one of the big-
gest upsets in modern FA Cup 
history.

Verstappen breaks 
Piastri’s win streak
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Imola, May 18: Max Verstap-
pen gave his Formula 1 title de-
fense a big boost with victory 
at the Emilia-Romagna Grand 
Prix Sunday after a daring 
overtake on standings leader 
Oscar Piastri at the start.

The Dutch driver built a 
commanding lead which was 
wiped out when the safety car 
bundled the fi eld back up. He 
still held on to win ahead of 
Lando Norris, who overtook 
his McLaren teammate Pias-
tri for second with fi ve laps 
remaining.

Verstappen took his second 
win of the season, and fi rst 
since last month's Japanese 
Grand Prix, and denied Piastri 
— who fi nished third — what 
would have been his fourth win 
in a row.

Verstappen praised his Red 
Bull team's “fantastic execu-
tion all round” as the team 
marked its 400th F1 race with 
a win.

Lewis Hamilton recovered 
from 12th on the grid to fi nish 
fourth in his fi rst race for Fer-
rari in Italy.

Hamilton profi ted from a 
late-race fi ght between his 
teammate Charles Leclerc and 
Alex Albon of Williams.

FIRST MAJOR TITLE IN 164 YEARS

Trophy drought ends for Crystal Palace 

Eze’s early strike 
seals historic FA Cup 
triumph for Crystal 
Palace at Wembley

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Yupia, May 18: It was a fi nal that 
had everything. Early drama, 
missed chances, a fi erce fi ght-
back, and there was nothing to 
separate the two sides but India 
U19s showed nerves of steel to 
outlast Bangladesh 4-3 on penal-
ties, after it ended 1-1 post regu-
lation time. 

The Blue Colts successfully 
defended their SAFF U19 Cham-
pionship crown at the Golden 
Jubilee Stadium Sunday, May 18.

The match had ended 1-1 after 
regulation time, forcing a nervy 
penalty shootout. Buoyed by a 
raucous crowd, India had taken 
the lead in the second minute 
through captain Singamayum 

Shami before Bangladesh 
equalised in the 61st minute 
through Md Joy Ahamed.

The shootout was not for the 
faint-hearted. Rohen Singh’s 
limp second penalty gave 
Bangladesh the upper hand 
as keeper Md Ismail Hossain 
Mahin saved the spot-kick; the 
stadium fell silent.

But Bibiano Fernandes’ boys 
refused to buckle. When Ban-
gladesh skipper Nazmul Huda 
Faysal blazed his effort over 

the crossbar, the game swung 
back India’s way. With renewed 
belief, India converted their re-
maining kicks, and goalkeeper 
Suraj Singh Aheibam delivered 
when it mattered the most. He 
dived low to his left to deny 
Salahuddin Sahed.

Captain Singamayum Shami, 
who had started the evening 
with a stunning goal, stepped 
up for the fi nal kick. Calm, 
composed, and full of convic-
tion, he slotted it in to crown 
India champions once again. A 
fi tting end to a tense and fi erce-
ly fought contest.

India had come fl ying out 
of the blocks. Within two min-
utes, they were ahead. Awarded 
a free-kick from over 30 yards 
out, Shami spotted the Ban-
gladesh keeper slightly out of 
position and went for goal. 

Blue Colts retain SAFF U19 C'ship
India defeat Bangladesh 

on penalties
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Rome, May 18: There's only 
one player who is consistently 
beating Jannik Sinner.

Carlos Alcaraz defeated the 
top-ranked player again, beat-
ing Sinner 7-6 (5), 6-1 to win his 
fi rst Italian Open Sunday and 
add another big clay-court title 
to his resume.

Since the start of last year, 
Alcaraz is the only player to 
beat Sinner more than once and 
now he's done it four straight 
times.

Alcaraz's victory before Sin-
ner's home fans at the Foro 
Italico snapped the Italian's 
26-match winning streak, 
which stretched back to Octo-

ber — when Alcaraz beat him 
in the China Open fi nal in a 
third-set tiebreaker. Alcaraz 
now leads the career series 7-4.

It was Sinner's fi rst tourna-
ment back after a three-month 
doping ban.

Alcaraz also solidifi ed his sta-
tus as the favorite to defend his 
title at the French Open, which 
starts next Sunday.

Alcaraz beats Sinner again 
to win maiden Italian Open

IPL STANDINGS
TEAM M W L NRR PTS

GT 12 9 3 0.795 18 

RCB 12 8 3 0.482 17

PBKS 12 8 3 0.389 17

MI 12 7 5 1.156 14

DC 12 6 5 0.260 13

KKR 13 5 6 0.193 12

LSG 11 5 6 -0.469 10

SRH 11 3 7 -1.192 7

RR 13 3 10 -0.701 6

CSK 12 3 9 -0.992 6

BRIEF SCORES
Punjab Kings: 219 for 5 in 20 

overs (Nehal Wadhera 70, Shreyas 
Iyer 30, Shashank Singh 59 not 

out; Tushar Deshpande 2/37) beat 
Rajasthan Royals: 209 for 7 in 
20 overs (Yashasvi Jaiswal 50, 
Vaibhav Suryavanshi 40, Dhruv 

Jurel 53; Harpreet Brar 3/22, 
Azmatullah Omarzai 2/44)
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