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Biden’s cancer diagnosis

Former US President Joe Biden
has been diagnosed with
aggressive prostate cancer,
his office says
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Childhood trauma

Actor Kubbra Sait reveals how
childhood bullying deeply impacted
her self-esteem and shaped her
journey toward confidence
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Rebuffing rumours

BCCI clarifies about reports
that claimed it has decided
to pull out of men’s Asia Cup
cricket

Mutual Fund assets surge 23 per
cent or over 312 lakh crore
year-on-year to reach a record of
%65.74 lakh crore in FY25
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85% grievances
resolved: Majhi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, May 19: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Monday claimed that around 85
per cent of the grievances he
has received so far have been
resolved, and the process of
addressing citizens’ concerns
will continue.

Majhi said this after attend-
ing the 12th CM’s Public Griev-
ance Hearing since assuming
office in June last year.

Of these sessions, 11 were
held in Bhubaneswar, while
one was conducted in Sambal-
pur April 21.

“In a people’s government,
the highest priority is given to
resolving people’s problems.
The complaints of common
people were heard at the new
grievance centre at Unit-2 in
Bhubaneswar. Officials have
been directed to take imme-
diate steps to resolve their
problems for the benefit of the
complainants,” the CM said in
a post on X.

Accompanied by a team of
ministers and around 20 of-

ficers, Majhi began hearing
grievances around 8:30 AM .
By 1 PM, his team had listened
to around 700 people, out of
around 1,000 who had regis-
tered online for the session.

Majhi said that in view of the
hot and humid weather, all ar-
rangements for attendees like
shades, fans, coolers, drinking
water and toilet facilities. Spe-
cial provisions were also made
for ‘divyang' (persons with dis-
abilities) individuals to ensure
their accessibility.

Citizens registered their
complaints in advance through
the state government's portal
janasunani.odisha.gov.in or the
Janasunani mobile app.

“So far, 85 per cent of the
complaints made by the gener-
al public have been resolved,
and the rest are in the process
of being addressed. People have
high expectations from us, and
that is why they are coming
forward with their problems,”
Majhi added.

Around 10,000 people from
across the state have filed their
grievance petitions at different
CM's Public Hearing sessions
so far, an official said.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

You're a brilliant orator. That's
exactly why you can't join the
all-party delegation—foreigners
might believe you

RAIN PAIN: Residents being rescued from a waterlogged area after heavy rains, at Sai Layout in Bangalore, Monday (Report P9)

State begins tracking
illegal Bangladeshis

While India’s attention has been focused on its western borders since
the Pahalgam tragedy April 22, some major geopolitical shifts have
been taking place on the country’s eastern front. The interim govern-

ment of Bangladesh’s apparent plan to create a “human corridor’

>

in Myanmar and the ban on the Awami League party are two such
instances. In the face of these developments, the Odisha government
has begun identifying undocumented Bangladeshi immigrants within
the state to thwart potential threats from the country’s eastern neigh-
bour. All police stations have been instructed to gather detailed data
on undocumented foreigners, particularly Bangladeshi nationals, and
to take appropriate legal action. Investigations are also underway to
determine how these illegal settlers entered Odisha, what activities
they are engaged in, and whether they possess valid documents

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, May 19: State
Law minister Prithiviraj Har-
ichandan Monday said the gov-
ernment has already started the
process of identifying Bangla-
deshis staying illegally in dif-
ferent districts of the state.
The government has issued di-
rection to all district collectors,
coastal security agencies and
formed a Special Task Force to
coordinate the process of iden-
tifying the undocumented Ban-
gladeshi immigrants in the state.
“We have already started the
process of identifying illegal
migrants staying in both urban
and rural areas. No foreign na-
tional residing without valid
legal status will be allowed to
stay in Odisha. Different en-
gineering departments of the

WOMAN HELD HOSTAGE
FOR 7 DAYS, GANGRAPED

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baliguda, May 19: A woman
was held hostage at a rented
house and gangraped by three
individuals for a week in an
area under this police juris-
diction in Kandhamal district,
police said Monday.

The incident occurred May
11, and the accused include
an auto-rickshaw driver and
two of his friends. The driver
lured the woman, promising
to drop her off at home, but in-
stead took her to a rented house
where they held her hostage
and raped in turns for a week.
The matter came to light after

the police arrested the driver
Sunday but refused to reveal
the names of the accused as
their identification parade is
yet to be held. This was stated
in a press conference by Baligu-
da SDPO Ramendra Prasad and
IIC, along with the IO Sambit
Kumar Swain Monday.

The SDPO said the woman
had gone to the market to buy
medicines around 11:30 a.m.
May 11, Sunday. She was re-
turning home when the driver,
opposite Trivedi Park, assured
her he would drop her off at
home. However, he drove the
vehicle towards a rented house
instead of taking her home.

state government have been
asked not to engage any Ban-
gladeshi or foreign national
without valid documents. The
government has taken a strong
stance in this regard,” Har-
ichandan told reporters here.
In April, Odisha’s Panchaya-
ti Raj minister Rabi Narayan
Naik and Food Supplies minis-
ter KC Patra had said that the
state would identify all foreign
nationals staying in the state
illegally. Naik had said that
illegal settlers are being iden-
tified from gram panchayat lev-
el, Patra said that the govern-
ment has decided to deny ration
cards availed by such persons
in a fraudulent manner.
Meanwhile, the Commis-
sionerate of Police, Bhu-
baneswar-Cuttack on Sun-
day held a meeting of offi-

Like it or not, the Like button has changed

ASSOCIATED PRESS

San Francisco, May 19: The
internet wouldn’t be the same
without the Like button, the
thumbs-up icon that Face-
book and other online services
turned into digital catnip.
Like it or not, the button has
served as a creative catalyst, a
dopamine delivery system and
an emotional battering ram.
As per its origin, a Yelp em-
ployee named Bob Goodson sat
down May 18, 2005, and drew a
crude sketch of thumbs up and
thumbs down gestures as a
way for people to express their
opinions about restaurant re-
views posted on the site. Yelp

cers-in-charge of all police sta-
tions and discussed the issue of
illegal Bangladeshi migrants
staying in the twin cities.

Bhubaneswar DCP Jagmohan
Meena instructed all police sta-
tions to gather detailed data on
undocumented foreigners, par-
ticularly Bangladeshinationals,
and take appropriate legal action.
He also asked the police to inves-
tigate how these (illegal settlers)
people entered Bhubaneswar,
their activities, and whether they
possess valid documents.

Police sources said that the
STF of Crime Branch in this re-
gard had arrested 10 illegal Ban-
gladeshi immigrants, including
six men, three women and a
juvenile from Bhubaneswar
railway station here in March.

The STF has located a large
number of such illegal settlers
in the districts of Khurda,
Cuttack, Kendrapara, Jagats-
inghpur, Balasore, Bhadrak,
Ganjam and Puri. The illegal
settlers are engaged in con-
struction work, scrap collec-
tion, and street vending.

In March this year, Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi,
while replying to a question in
the Assembly, said that the po-
lice have registered criminal
cases against 41 Bangladeshis in
the state during the last 10 years.

passed on adopting Goodson’s
suggested symbol and, instead,
adopted the “useful,” “funny”
and “cool” buttons conceived
by Simmons. But the discov-
ery of that old sketch inspired
Goodson to team up with Mar-
tin Reeves to explore how the
Like button came to be in their
new book. Like: The Button
That Changed The World. The
book delves into the convoluted
story behind a symbol that’s be-
come both the manna and bane
of a digitally driven society.
“It’s something simple and al-
so elegant because the Like but-
ton says, ‘I like you, I like your
content. And I am like you. I like
you because I am like you, I am

No nuclear signalling
by Pak: Foreign Secy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri told a
parliamentary committee Mon-
day that the conflict between In-
dia and Pakistan was always in
the conventional domain, and
there was no nuclear signalling
by the latter, sources said.

Misri reiterated the govern-
ment’s stand that the decision
to stop military actions was tak-
en at a bilateral level, as some
opposition members questioned
US President Donald Trump’s
repeated assertions about his
administration’s role in stop-
ping the conflict.

The MEA, in a presentation
to the Shashi Tharoor-led Stand-
ing Committee on External Af-
fairs, asserted that the initial
probe into the Pahalgam terror
attack revealed ‘communication
nodes’ of terrorists with their
‘masterminds in Pakistan.’

When some opposition mem-
bers of the committee prodded
him on the US leader's repeated
attempts to take centre stage,
Misri quipped that Trump did
not seek his consent for doing so.

No other country has ‘any lo-
cus standi’ to comment on the
issue of Jammu and Kashmir, a
clear repudiation of the US’ sug-
gestion for mediation between
India and Pakistan.

The US leader had even
claimed that his country
stopped a likely nuclear war
that could have killed millions
of people.

T

part of your tribe,” ” Reeves said
during an interview with this
agency. “But it’s very hard to an-
swer the simple question, ‘Well,
who invented the Like button?’ ”

Although Facebook is the
main reason the Like button

I QURESHI REMARKS
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SC orders SIT probe
against MP minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: The Su-
preme Court Monday pulled
up Madhya Pradesh minister
Vijay Shah for his remarks on
Colonel Sofiya Qureshi and con-
stituted a three-member special
investigation team to probe the
FIR lodged against him.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh
told the minister that it had
seen his videos where he made
the remarks and his apology
and wondered if “they were
crocodile tears or an attempt
to wriggle out of the legal pro-
ceedings”.

“The entire nation was in
shame due to the comments...
We saw your videos , you were
on the verge of using very filthy
language but somehow better
sense prevailed or you did not
find suitable words. You should
be shameful. Entire country is
proud of our Army and you
made this statement,” Justice
Surya Kant said.

The bench further grilled the
minister, “What kind of apolo-
gy was this? You should have
simply admitted your mistake
and apologised but you say if
you have said this and that...
then I apologise. This is not the
way to seek apology. The kind

became so ubiquitous, the
company didn’t invent it and
almost discarded it as drivel.
It took Facebook nearly two
years to overcome the staunch
resistance by CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg before finally introduc-
ing the symbol on its service on
February 9, 2009 — five years
after the social network’s cre-
ation in a Harvard University
dorm room.

As happens with many inno-
vations, the Like button was
born out of necessity but it
wasn’t the brainchild of a single
person. But Facebook unques-
tionably turned the Like button
into a universally understood
symbol, while also profiting the

of crass comments you made,
you should be shameful.”

Shah was represented by se-
nior advocates Maninder Singh
and Vibha Dutt Makhija

The top court asked the
Madhya Pradesh director gen-
eral of police to constitute a
three-member special investi-
gation team (SIT) headed by an
IG rank officer by Tuesday 10
am also comprising a woman
officer to probe the FIR regis-
tered following an order of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court.

The first state report by the
SIT, the bench said, should be
filed by May 28.

Being a public representative
the minister ought to have led
by an example and used every
single word sensibly, the court
further remarked.

After drawing severe criti-
cism for his comments made on
May 12, the BJP minister said
he was ready to apologise 10
times if his statement had hurt
anyone and he respected Col
Qureshi more than his sister.

the world

most from its entrance into the
mainstream.

By 2007, Facebook engineers
had been tinkering with a Like
button, but Zuckerberg opposed
it because he feared the social
network was already getting too
cluttered and, Reeves said, “he
didn’t actually want to do some-
thing that would be seen as trivial,
that would cheapen the service.”

Moreover, the button’s suc-
cess encouraged Facebook to
take things even further by
allowing other digital services
to ingrain it into their feedback
loops and then, in 2016, added
six more types of emotions —
“love,” “care,” “haha,” “wow,”
“sad,” and “angry.”




@ Orissa

TUESDAY | MAY 20, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

JENNIFER LAWRENCE OPENS UP
ON MOTHERHOOD, POSTPARTUM

Jennifer Lawrence recently opened up about
becoming a mother and what she went
- through when she gave birth to her first child.
The actress spoke about this during the press
conference after the Cannes premiere of her
upcoming film Die My Love, in which she

TILDA SWINTON TO STAR
IN DEATH IN HER HANDS

Oscar-winning actor Tilda Swinton is set
to star in psychological thriller Death in
Her Hands. Directed by David Lowery, the
upcoming film is an adaptation of Ottessa
Moshfegh’s cult novel with the same
name, according to the entertainment

leisure
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says Ganesha,and you are
people today. You remain a perfectionist
sweetheart!
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M ARIES ,¥
going to have a wonderful =
as ever, and may spend a fortune to

accuracy e reliability o frust’?

You love meeting people,

time interacting with the most brilliant
buy that 'perfect’ gift to please your

Il TAURUS T
Communication may be u
poignant with your loved ones e

today, says Ganesha.Your unpretentious
character will seek to safeguard the feelings
of others from being hurt. You will learn that
total agreement is sometimes twice as seduc-
tive in love's intimacies, feels Ganesha.

H GEMINI ;
You need to guard against

hurting the sentiments of

anyone today. You need to

pay greater attention to the problems

of your elders and solve their issues.

Post noon you may find yourself busy

in religious or intellectual pursuits,

says Ganesha.

l CANCER Q
Can too much of love be g
a bad thing? Well,you will

find it today,warns Ganesha. Today you
may find your relationship in throes

of chaos. There may be an outburst of
emotions by both of you.And, if you
both share the same sun sign then the

situation may get out of control due to
such overflow of emotions.

H LEO

You will not compromise

" with your principles today,
and will feel satisfied with
yourself as a result. However, do not lose
your concilatory approach. You need to
be practical and businesslike about your
professional affairs, says Ganesha.

H VIRGO
Ganesha says you will raise i
the bar today. You will set S|
higher goals for yourself, and
will want to crack the existing barriers.
You will be deeply concerned in the after-
noon about your finances. Petty matters

_will lower your spirits. However, Ganesha
advises you to climb the next rung in
the ladder by spending the evening in
spiritual pursuits.

H LIBRA r1

Ganesha foresees that today ‘l ‘k

you will chart out your fu-

ture course of action, so that

any steps you take from thereon leads

only to success. Sudden and unexpected

profits are also on the cards as on the

professional front,increased reputation-

and rewards knock on your door.

Il SCORPIO

The chemistry between you

and your partner would be

electrifying. Ganesha fore-

sees a day full of romantic indulgences.

Things at home front would be pretty

relaxing. You are on a money saving

mission today and your bargaining skills
would definitely yield benefits.

H SAGITTARIUS @R
~-

will be gushing within you

today. You may strive to |

day. Workplace may offer economic

gains later in the evening. But do not

The fountain of creativity
take on new challenges later in the
neglect your health, says Ganesha.

Il CAPRICORN

You know your cards well,
now it all depends upon
how you play them to your
advantage and boost your business, feels
Ganesha. You have an efficient team
working for you, but you will need to ex-
amine their talents without any biases. If
they perform well in absolute terms, you
can expect the productivity you require
from them, today.

B AQUARIUS

If you are associated with law
and legal matters, today is a
favourable day for you. You
will aim for the stars, because you know
that even if you can't reach there, you
will not end up being in the mud. Later on
the day, you will receive some favourable
news, feels Ganesha.

You need to control the

vortex of emotions swirling

mood swings could have a bearing on vi-
tal decisions you need to take today. You
be more calculative in your dealings, and
think lesserabout chasing after money,

H PISCES f.
through you. Your savage J
need to guard against being emotional,
says Ganesha.

Kubbra’s
battle with
dark past

Mumbai: In a recent podcast, actor Kubbra
Sait opened up about a deeply personal chapter
from her past — her struggles with childhood
bullying. Long before her breakout role in Sa-
cred Games, she was teased for her name,
hair, and eye colour. “I was bullied for
my name, for my hair, for the colour of
my eyes,” she recalled, her tone calm
but reflective. As a child, Kubbra felt
isolated and disconnected, unable to
understand why she was being tar-
geted for things that were simply a

part of who she was.

The impact of the bullying
extended beyond fleeting

schoolyard jabs; it shaped
her self-image. As the years
passed, the comments grew
more hurtful, intensifying
her loneliness. At 13, a per-
sonality development and
self-esteem course marked
a turning point. It was an
unusual choice at the time,
but it planted the seeds of
self-worth.

Theatre became her sanc-
tuary. “I went deep inside
myself and found some-
thing beautiful,” she
said. In front of crowds,
she found comfort. What
once made her feel
‘odd’ now empowers
her. ).

Today, Kubbra is a
voice for authentici-
ty. Her story is a pow-
erful reminder that our
differences aren’t flaws —
they’re strengths. “Being dif-
ferent is not your weakness,

!
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a video of herself doing
jumping jacks, standing
ab crunches and other ex-
ercises before she starts

news outlet The Hollywood Reporter.

Shilpa mantra to burn calories

Mumbai: Actress and
fitness enthusiast Shil-
pa Shetty has given
out fun tips on how
to burn calories by
doing cardio.
Shilpa took to Insta-
gram, where she shared

workout becomes even more en-
joyable and effective!”

On the professional front, Shil-
pa Shetty was last seen in Indian
Police Force, a series directed by
Ro- hit Shetty and
Sushwanth
Prakash.

IANS

onous Who said burning calories
can’t be fun Fun Cardio - My Way
Benefits: - Burns calories, hence
fat. Conditions heart and lungs.”

This is not the first time that
Shilpa has shared her workout
routine on social media. The ac-
tress often posts details on how to
get fitter.

Last month in April, the ac-
tress shared a video of her-
self doing a core workout,
where her trainer too
was seen doing a slam-

dancing on the zumba
number.

For the cap- ming workout alongside her family didn’t consider
tion, she  theactress. acting a “real” profession
wrote: “The She wrote as the until she starred opposite
road to  caption: “Abs OR Irrfan Khan in The Lunch-
fitness Jabs! Benefits: Better box. “My work was finally
doesn’t posture, sharper taken seriously because

ups are a powerful
way to activate the
entire core, espe-
cially the abs. Add
a fun vibe, and the

it’s your superpower.” are most
AGENCIES unsettled
in mar-
riages
- “From hysterically en- has been penned by and un-
Wa m Iq a joying all ‘Akshay Kumar  Akash A Kaushik hinged
Priyadarshan’ movies all  with screenplay in mar-
a bout her my life to now being part by Rohan Shan- riages
of their world. This had kar, Abilash that are
been a childhood dream. Nair, and a front.
c h i I d ho od Thank you to the coolest  Priyadar- That to
(@ektarkapoor ma’am, the shan. The me is more
most amazing @akshayku-  dialogues worrisome
d rea m mar sir & the sweetest @  for the than a woman,
priyadarshan.official sir.” who by virtue of
Mumbai: Actress Wamiqa She described the expe-  much-await- her life, isn’t mar-
Gabbi, who has wrappedup  rience as fun and fantastic. ed drama ried at this point
shooting for Bhoot Bangla, “It was a FUNtastic ex-  have been provided by Ro- in time.” she

called being part of Ak-
shay Kumar and Priyadar-
shan’s movie “a childhood
dream.”

Wamiga took to Insta-
gram stories, where she
shared a picture from the
shoot featuring him and
Akshay near a waterfall.

perience cannot wait for
you to experience #Bhoot
Bangla Aaaaand my second
film with my most favour-
ite @tabutiful ji,” Added
Wamiqa.

Co-produced by Faara
Sheikh and Vedant Baali,
the story for Bhooth Bangla

han Shankar.

Along with Akshay and
Gabbi, the project also
has Tabu, Paresh Rawal,
Sharman Joshi, Mithi-
la Palkar, and Jaaved
Jaaferi in prominent
along with

roles,

others. s
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have balance, internal there was Irrfan in the
to be organ support and project,” Nimrat shared.
mo- enhanced athletic Before that, she was fre-
not- performance. Sit- quently reminded it was

Nimrat on
gendered

expectations

Mumbai: Bollywood ac-
tress Nimrat Kaur recent-
ly opened up about the
gendered expectations
and societal pressure she
faced early in her career.
Despite working in the in-
dustry for several years,

time to “settle down” and
get married, with her stay
in Mumbai dismissed as a
temporary phase of fun.
During her initial
years, Nimrat lived pay-
check to paycheck, doing
ad films and small roles.
Her family viewed her
pursuit of acting as a hob-
by rather than a career.
“I didn’t know where my
next paycheck was com-
ing from,” she recalled.
Despite the struggle, she
remained focused and
determined.
Now, Nimrat is
unapologetic about
taking her time
with marriage. She
believes  that
marriage isn't
a universal
. solution for
y feeling set-
tled. “People

[
2

said. She em-
phasised the
importance
of living au-
thentically
and reject-
ing imposed
conditioning.
AGENCIES

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

CROSSWO RD the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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PM may discuss Polavaram
with Chief Secy, ofﬁclals. cM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, May 19: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi Monday said Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi is sched-
uled to hold deliberations
with the state chief secretary
and other officials during
which the controversial Pola-
varam project in neighbour-
ing Andhra Pradesh may be
discussed.

Majhi, however, said he had
no information that the PM was
scheduled to convene a meeting
with the chief ministers of Odi-
sha, Andhra Pradesh, Telanga-
na and Chhattisgarh May 28 to
discuss the project.

Responding to journalists’
queries on media reports
about the PM’s meeting with
the chief ministers on the
sidelines of a programme
here, Majhi said, “I have

‘no information regarding
the PM’s meeting with chief
ministers on the Polavaram
project. However, the PM is
scheduled to hold delibera-
tions with the Odisha chief
secretary and secretaries of
the eastern state during which
the Polavaram project may be

Man gets life
Imprisonment
for raping minor

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Baripada, May 19: A POCSO
court in Mayurbhanj district
Monday sentenced a 30-year-old
man to life imprisonment for
raping a 12-year-old girl last year.

POCSO court judge Santosh
Kumar Nayak also imposed a
fine of 210,000 on the convict,
Hemendra Naik. If he fails
to pay the amount, he would
have to undergo an additional
six months in prison, special
public prosecutor Manoranjan
Pattnaik said.

The court directed the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) of Mayurbhanj to pay
%3 lakh as compensation to the
survivor, Pattnaik said.

The judgment was based on
the statements of the girl and
nine witnesses, besides the
medical report, the special
public prosecutor said. The in-
cident took place June 4, 2024.

The previous
(BJD) government
did not raise the

(Polavaram) issue at the
proper time due to certain
political interests. Therefore,
the only option before the
present government is
discussion and negotiation
to resolve the matter.

The present BJP

government will certainly
fight for Odisha’s rights

PRITHIVIRAJ HARICHANDAN | LAW MINISTER

discussed.”

He said the state has specific
demands regarding the Pola-
varam project.

“If any meeting with the chief
ministers on Polavaram project
is convened in future, Odisha

will certainly participate in it
and raise the state’s rights at
the discussion,” he added.

The Polavaram Dam in
Andhra Pradesh has already
become a controversial proj-
ect with neighbouring states
Odisha, Telangana and Ch-
hattisgarh opposing it fearing
the submergence of land and
villages.

The matter is currently pend-
ing with the Supreme Court,
with petitions filed by Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, and Telangana.
The Central government has
declared Polavaram a national
project and sanctioned funds
for it in this financial year’s
Budget.

Meanwhile, Odisha’s Law
Minister Prithiviraj Harichan-
dan accused the previous BJD
government of delaying legal
action against Andhra Pradesh
in the initial days when
the Polavaram project was
being built.

“The previous government
did not raise the issue at the
proper time due to certain po-
litical interests. Therefore, the
only option before the pres-
ent government is discussion
and negotiation to resolve
the matter. The present BJP
government will certainly
fight for Odisha’s rights,” the
minister said.

The Opposition BJD, howev-
er, said it has been opposing the
Polavaram project for a long
time and claimed that Odisha
would be severely affected if the
present design of the dam was
not changed.

The party has already cam-
paigned in Delhi against the Po-
lavaram project and also in the
state claiming that tribal villag-
es would be submerged due to
the backwaters of the dam.

TAKING SHAPE: Wheels being connected to the axle for this year’s charlot construction at Rath Yard in Puri, Monday

Elderly woman trampled to
death; CM announces Z6L

Keonjhar: A 60-year old woman was trampled to death by
an elephant at Kusumita village under Keonjhar Sadar forest
range in this district Monday morning. The deceased was
identified as Sunaphula Pradhan in the village. Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi expressed grief over the death. He also
directed the Forest department to pay <6 lakh to the next

of the kin of the deceased. The incident occurred when the
woman had gone to collect mangoes from a nearby orchard.
She came face to face with an elephant which had strayed
into the area. The animal picked her on its tusk and pinned
her to the ground. As a result, she sustained critical injuries
on her head. Family members rushed her to the DHH where
doctors pronounced her dead on arrival. Palashpanga forester
Jaikrushna Das and Sadar police ASI Nihar Ranjan Rout
reached the spot and conducted a probe into the incident.

Steps to strengthen Odia film 1ndustry

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 19: In a
major step toward revitalising
the Odia film industry, Odia
Language, Literature and Cul-
ture department held a high-lev-
el meeting Monday here at San-
skruti Bhawan. Chaired by actor
and MLA Sidhant Mohapatra,
the session brought together
actors, directors, producers,
musicians, and writers to chart a
roadmap for the sector’s growth.

Key discussions included reg-
ularising the Odisha State Film
Awards, increasing cash prizes,
and involving younger voices in
jury panels. Emphasis was laid
on formulating a comprehensive
film policy, providing govern-
ment subsidies, modernising
Kalinga Studio, and revamping
the Odisha Film Development
Corporation Ltd.

Proposals were made to in-
crease cinema halls, lower tick-
et prices, and create an OTT
platform for Odia content. The
need for a film archive and a
dedicated website showcasing
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Films’ identity discussed at Odisha Manaska

Bhubaneswar: The 10th edition of Odisha Manaska, a monthly forum by
All Things Odisha, was recently held at ExtraOdinari in Saheed Nagar, on
the theme “Who Are We on Screen?” The session explored Odia identity
through cinema. Film historian Surya Deo emphasised cultural rootedness
and critiqued remake culture, while filmmaker Swastik Choudhury
highlighted the global potential of Odia films. Around 20 participants
discussed the need for more platforms to view and engage with Odia
cinema. Odisha Manaska continues to promote inclusive dialogue around
identity, culture, and heritage through film and other themes.

award-winning films and artists
was also highlighted.

Notable attendees included
actors Arindam Roy, Sritam
Das, Sabyasachi Mishra, Archi-
ta Sahu, and musician Debasish
Mahapatra, along with senior
government officials.

11th Bhubaneswar Int’l
Trade Fair from May 23

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 19: The
11th edition of the Bhubaneswar
International Trade Fair 2025,
organised by Gupta Event Man-
agement Pvt. Ltd., will be held
here at Janata Maidan from
May 23 to June 2. The announce-
ment was made during a press
meet at Red Cross Bhawan Mon-
day. The fair will remain open
daily from 2:30pm to 10pm.
Speaking on the occasion, the
company’s director Payal Acha-
rya Gupta said, “The eleven-day
fair is not just about trade, it’s
about the experience. Each year
brings something new, and this
time too, we promise a unique
atmosphere.” Alongside trade
stalls, cultural programmes will
be held every evening to enter-
tain visitors. This year’s edition
will feature 450 stalls covering
various sectors, including 100
dedicated to real estate and
home décor. Highlights include
100 varieties of dry fruits from
Afghanistan, Iranian carpets,
Dubai garments, and much more.

Senior officials including de-
partment director Bijaya Ketan
Upadhyaya, special secretary
Deba Prasad Dash, deputy di-
rector Devjani Bhuyan and
Odisha Sahitya Akademi secre-
tary Chandrasekhar Hota also
attended the meeting.

CULTURAL EVENT

Artistes perform during
an event organised by
Jagruti Cultural Academy
at Rabindra Mandap in
Bhubaneswar, Monday
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Singh Deo represents
India at Bhutan meet

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, May 19: Dep-
uty Chief Minister Kanak Vard-
han Singh Deo Monday reached
Bhutan to attend the South Asia
Labour Mobility Conference, or-
ganised by the World Bank, offi-
cials said. He is represent-
ing India in the two-day
international conference
being held in Thimphu
from May 20 to 21, an of-
ficial statement said.

Singh Deo, who is al-
so the state Minister for
Agriculture and Farm-
ers' Empowerment and Energy,
chairs the Task Force on Dis-
tressed Migration set up by the
Odisha government.

During the conference, he will
engage in discussions on key la-
bour mobility issues and repre-
sent India's perspective on chal-
lenges and policy frameworks

related to migration, it added.

“Participation in the confer-
ence will be very helpful in find-
ing a permanent solution and
formulating policies to address
the problems faced by migrant
workers,” the statement said.

Chitra Arumugam, princi-
pal secretary, Labour
and Employees’ State
Insurance department,
is accompanying
Singh Deo.

Around 100 people,
including represen-
tatives from Bhutan,
West Asian countries,
North Africa, Italy, Australia,
United Arab Emirates, Phil-
ippines, Papua New Guinea,
Maldives, Sri Lanka, Nepal,
Jamaica, Bangladesh, repre-
sentatives of the World Bank
and government officials are
expected to participate in the
conference, officials said.

Pact for promoting critical
mineral extraction research

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 19: The
Council of Scientific and In-
dustrial Research - Institute
of Minerals and Materials
Technology (CSIR-IMMT) and
NTPC Mining Limited inked
a pact to promote research in
coal, mineral processing and
critical mineral extraction
here Monday.

CSIR-IMMT Director Ra-
manuj Narayan and NTPC
Mining Limited CEO Naveen
Jain formalised the agreement
during an event in the City.

“Partnerships with industri-
al stakeholders are essential
for translating research into
impact, particularly when it
comes to scale-up and commer-
cial readiness. This agreement
will catalyse technology-driven
outcomes that contribute mean-
ingfully to national priorities in
critical minerals for sustainable
development,” said Narayan.

Since 2018, NTPC Mining
Limited has produced over
134 million tonnes of coal—
meeting nearly 15 per cent
of NTPC’s requirements in
FY2024-25—and is now diver-
sifying into critical mineral
exploration to support the
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ vision,
the CPSU sources said.

“The signing of this pact
marks a significant mile-
stone in our journey towards
building a future-ready, en-
vironmentally-responsible
mining enterprise,” Jain said,
adding, “By combining NTPC
Mining Limited’s operational

strength with CSIR-IMMT’s
cutting-edge research capa-
bilities, we aim to drive trans-
formative improvements in
mineral beneficiation, mine
planning and sustainable clo-
sure practices.”

Under the agreement, NTPC
Mining Limited will leverage
CSIR-IMMT’s facilities and de-
cades of expertise in rare earth
elements, lithium recovery and
deep sea mineral processing to
bolster India’s National Criti-
cal Mineral Mission, people in
know of the development said.

Among others, Kali Sanjay
Head, Hydro, Bio & Electromet-
allurgy Department & Business
Development from CSIR-IMMT
and Dhananjay Shrikhande,
General Manager (Technical
Services & Commercial) and
Anil Kumar Soni, Additional
General Manager (Technical
Services & Business Develop-
ment) from NTPC Mining Lim-
ited were present.

Op Olivia: 6.98 lakh
Olive Ridleys protected
along Odisha coastline

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: Over 6.98
lakh Olive Ridley turtles nested
at the Rushikulya river mouth
in Odisha have been protected
under the Indian Coast Guard’s
annual mission ‘Operation Ol-
ivia’, officials said Monday.

Conducted annually from No-
vember to May, ‘Operation Ol-
ivia’ is an important initiative
of the ICG aimed at ensuring
safe nesting grounds for the tur-
tles particularly at Gahirmatha
Beach and surrounding coastal
areas of Odisha, which see the
arrival of over eight lakh tur-
tles each year. In a major boost
to marine conservation, the In-
dian Coast Guard’s (ICG) annu-
al mission - ‘Operation Olivia’
-- helped protect a record over
6.98 lakh Olive Ridley turtles
nested at the Rushikulya river
mouth in Odisha during Febru-
ary 2025, the defence ministry
said in a statement. The record
mass nesting at the Rushikulya
river mouth stands as a testa-
ment to the ICG’s sustained ef-
forts in safeguarding the endan-
gered species through rigorous
patrolling, aerial surveillance,
and community engagement,
the officials said.

Since the inception of ‘Op-
eration Olivia’, the ICG has
carried out over 5,387 surface
patrol sorties and 1,768 aerial
surveillance missions, signifi-
cantly reducing threats such
as illegal fishing and habitat
disruption, they said.

During this period, 366 boats
involved in illegal fishing were
detained, reaffirming the ICG's
strong enforcement role in pro-
tecting marine life.
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n a powerful retaliation to Pahalgam terror-
ist attack that claimed the lives of 26 inno-
cent tourists April 22, Indian Armed Forces
launched a series of coordinated strikes on
Pakistani terror camps on the night of May o.
India launched airstrikes targeting nine
terrorist camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK) in an operation code-
named ‘Operation Sindoor’. What followed
was a three-day intense conflict between the
two nations. On the nights of May 7/ 8 and 9
Pakistan launched missiles and drones
targeting several border areas - from Jammu
and Kashmir to Gujarat. It also targeted New
Delhi and Golden Temple in Punjab. However,
India’s advanced air defense systems
intercepted and neutralised the flying
projectiles in skies. Russian-made S-400
missile defense system, also known as
Sudarshan Chakra, played a key role in these
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Every Indlan IS proud of you: PM

€¢ very Indian is proud
E of you... you have
written history. I
have come for your blessings.
You are an inspiration for this
and the coming generations. I
want to salute the Army, Na-
vy and Air Force,” said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi while
expressing his deep gratitude
to the armed forces following
the successful strikes against
Pakistan as part of Operation
Sindoor.

“The terrorists dared us...
but you hit them front-on. You
wiped out their terror bases
and Kkilled 100 terrorists. They
have now realised that if they
try to attack us, the result will
be their destruction... massive

destruction,” PM Modi said
during his address to air war-
riors at the Adampur Air Force
base in Punjab.

He praised India’s armed
forces for their massive re-

sponse to the Pahalgam terror
attack. ‘Operation Sindoor’—
India’s swift, coordinated mil-
itary response -- targeted nine
terror bases in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir,

which was followed by hostil-
ities that saw India repelling
Pakistani missile and drone
retaliation.

“This is our new normal,”
PM Modi said, referring to

Operation Sindoor, which he
described as India’s first tri-ser-
vice combat operation since
the 1971 war. “India's 'Laxman
Rekha' against terrorism is
crystal clear now. If another
terror attack occurs now, India
will give a reply — a solid reply.
We saw this during the surgi-
cal strike, during the air strike.
Now, Operation Sindoor is In-
dia's new normal,” he asserted.

Taking aim at Pakistan’s mil-
itary support for terror outfits,
PM Modi declared: “Jis Paki-
stani sena ke bharose ye aatan-
ki baithhe the, Bharatiya sena,
Bharat ki Air Force aur Bhara-
tiyon ne us Pakistani sena ko
bhi dhool chata di hai. (The
terrorists who were relying
on the Pakistani Army — the
Indian Army, the Indian Air
Force, and the people of India
have made that Pakistani Army
bite the dust).”

He added that India’s grow-

ing military strength should
serve as a deterrent. “Our
drones, our missiles, just think-
ing about them will keep Paki-
stan sleepless for days.”

Issuing a sharp warning to
Pakistan and its supported ter-
ror groups in the aftermath of
India’s strikes on terror camps
and infrastructure as part of
Operation Sindoor, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi made it
clear that India’s new doctrine
on terrorism involves striking
at the source, deep inside ene-
my territory.

“Hum ghar mein ghus kar
marenge aur bachane ka ek
mauka tak nahi denge,” the
Prime Minister thundered.

As the speech ended with
chants of ‘Bharat Mata ki
Jai’, the message was clear:
India will no longer tolerate
cross-border terrorism and will
respond not just in defence, but
with pre-emptive precision.

precise and calibrated responses by India.
Indigenous systems such as Akash missile
defence system also helped thwart Pakistani
aggression by neutralizing countless drones
and missiles. India responded swiftly and
decisively from land, air and sea. The Indian
forces destroyed key components of Pakistan's
air defense and radar infrastructure, while
carrying out strikes on Il airbases and three
other military installations, leaving Pakistan’s
air retaliation capabilities completely crippled.
Rattled by India’s military might, Pakistan’s
military and government came on their knees
and begged for a ceasefire by May 10 after-
noon. India responded to the request affirma-
tively and temporarily paused its counter-ter-
ror operations against Pakistan-backed terror
outfits. Indian Armed Forces have been widely
applauded across the country, and internation-
ally, for their valour. Every countryman has
expressed gratitude as the bravery of our
soldiers continues to receive salutes and
respect from across the world. The men in
uniform have made every Indian proud.

This was a trailer

S ending a clear and firm message to Islam-

SHUBH

- VIVAH

abad, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
! y OFFER

has made it clear that Operation Sindoor
is not yet over as the current ceasefire means
that India has kept Pakistan on ‘probation’ on
the basis of its behaviour. “If the behaviour
improves, it is fine; but if there is any distur-
bance, harshest punishment will be given,”
said the defence minister while addressing the
air warriors at Gujarat’s
Bhuj Air Force station
recently. “Our actions
_ were just a trailer, we
p will show the full picture,
if need be. Attacking and
eliminating terrorism is
b1 the new normal of new
% India,” he said.

Singh said Pakistan
has again started trying
to rebuild the terror in-
frastructure destroyed by India recently and
that Islamabad will “spend the tax collected
from the common citizens of Pakistan to pay
around Rs 14 crore to Masood Azhar, the head
of the terror outfit Jaish-e-Mohammad” and a
UN designated terrorist.

The Bhuj air force base was one of the mili-
tary installations that Pakistan targeted during
the four-day confrontation between the two
militaries. Singh cautioned against providing
financial support to Pakistan saying any such
assistance would be no less than terror funding.
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BrahMos: The
supersonic spear

ndia’s BrahMos super-

sonic cruise missile made
its combat debut during
Operation Sindoor May 10,
when the Indian Air Force
launched precision strikes
on Pakistani airbases. The
attacks caused major dam-
age, reportedly wiping out
20 per cent of Pakistan’s
air force assets. Jointly
developed by DRDO and Rus-
sia’s NPO Mashinostroyenia,
BrahMos is one of India’s
most advanced missiles,
capable of speeds up to
Mach 3 and precision within
one metre. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh aptly called
it “not just a weapon but a
message of India’s military
strength.”

Akash missile system:
India’s ‘Iron Dome’

akistan’s missile and

drone attacks were effec-
tively intercepted by India’s
Akash missile system,
showcasing its defensive
prowess. Developed by
DRDO and built by Bharat
Dynamics, Akash is a short-
range surface-to-air missile
capable of engaging four
aerial targets simultane-
ously at a range of 25 km.
Often compared to Israel’s
Iron Dome, Akash stands out
with its electronic counter-
countermeasure (ECCM)
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s Pakistan launched

drones and missiles,
India’s air defence held
firm, thanks to the Samar
(Surface to Air Missile for
Assured Retaliation) system.
Developed by the IAF and
Indian industries, Samar
counters low-flying threats
like drones with advanced
radar and precision missiles.
D-4 — the drone destroyer
Alongside the Akash and
Samar systems, India de-
ployed DRDO’s D-4 anti-drone
system to counter Pakistan’s
aerial onslaught. The D-4
uses electronic jamming,
spoofing, and laser-directed
energy weapons to detect,
disable, and destroy both
standard drones and ad-
vanced UCAVs.

Bharat Mata Ki Jai
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akistan had to pay a heavy
Pprice for abetting and
sponsoring terrorism on
Indian soil as the quantum of
devastation and losses inflicted
by Operation Sindoor emerged.

Pakistan air force has suf-
fered severe losses, with 20 per
cent of its infrastructure de-
stroyed in Indian strikes. Many
of its fighter jets were destroyed,
while more than 30-40 of its ar-
mymen are understood to have
succumbed.

India targeted at least 10-11
airbases in Pakistan, many of
whom are known to host the
country’s key fighter jets. The
strikes caused severe damages,
destroying ammunition depots
and airbases such as Sargodha

Tremendous Success with technical
brilliance in Operation
SINDOOR
is a testament of
Indian Army’s expertise and training.
They always stand as a shield of
protection for our
NATION.

A true salute to our true heroes

and Bholari, where the PAF’s
F-16 and J-17 fighter aircraft
were said to be stationed.
India targeted military in-
stallations and the airbases of

Nur Khan in Chaklala, Rafiqui
in Shorkot, Murid in Chakwal,
Sukkur, Sialkot, Pasrur, Chuni-
an, Sargodha, Skardu, Bholari
and Jacobabad. The satellite
images showed the scale of
destruction at many airbases
including Shahbaz airbase in
Jacobabad. High-resolution sat-
ellite images revealed the damages
at the airbases.

Over 600 drones launched by
Pakistan were simply swatted
out of the sky while the rest
were repelled by Army Air De-
fence (AD) units, which were
swiftly deployed along the
western front. In the satellite
imagery, large craters on the
runways and damaged aircraft
hangars were seen.

A decisive blow to
terror infra in Pak

peration Sindoor signalled

a doctrinal shift in India’s
strategy and also underlined
a new red line that Pakistan
could no longer ignore. On the
intervening night of May 6-7,
India annihilated around a dozen
high-value terrorists in Pakistan.
Among those killed were Yusuf
Azhar, IC-814 hijacker and brother-
in-law of Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) chief Masood Azhar, and
Abu Jundal (Mudassar), head of
Lashkar-e-Taiba’s Muridke base.
The son of the 2016 Nagrota attack
mastermind and several others
involved in attacks across Jammu
and Kashmir were also killed.
Indian intelligence estimates
that 130-140 terrorists were
neutralized in precision strikes,
conducted in retaliation for the
Pahalgam killings.

Akashteer: The unseen wall

oped Akashteer air defence
control and reporting sys-
tem played a pivotal role in
neutralising waves of Paki-
stani aerial attacks including
drones and missiles during
the four-day military confron-
tation with Pakistan. While Pa-
kistan relied on imported HQ-9
and HQ-16 systems that failed
to intercept Indian strikes,
Akashteer showcased India’s
dominance in automated air
defence, the defence minis-
try said, adding that it
is the unseen wall
that

India’s indigenously-devel-
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unwavering commitment of our Armed Forcea
We salute the courage, leadership, and sacrifice of our
soldiers, who stand as the strongest pillars of India's

This fribute is our humble gesture to honor the
heroes and express our deepest gratitude for
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stopped a barrage of missiles
and drones fired by Pakistan.

Manufactured by state-run
Bharat Electronics Limited
(BEL), Akashteer was induct-
ed into Indian Army around a
year ago.

“In the dark skies, a new
kind of warrior awakened. It
did not roar like a fighter jet or
flash like a missile. It lis-
tened. It calculat- . 7 ed. It

_-/
< struck,”
the defence
ministry said.

“This invisi-

ble shield,

AKkashteer, is no longer a con-
cept confined to defence jour-
nals. It is the sharp edge of In-
dia’s air defence, the unseen
wall that stopped a barrage
of missiles and drones on the
night of May 9 and 10, when
Pakistan launched its deadliest
attack on Indian military and
civilian areas,” it said.

“Akashteer has demonstrat-
ed that it sees, decides, and
strikes faster than anything
the world has fielded,” the
ministry said in a statement.

Explaining the air defence
system’s features, the system
reduces the possibility of
friendly fire, allowing rapid
engagement of hostile targets
while ensuring the protec-
tion of aircraft in contested
airspace.
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Love is the keynote, Joy is

the music, Knowledge is the
performer, the Infinite All is the
composer and audience.
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Nation First

fter a laudable show of unity by the Indian government
and the Opposition on the terrorist attack in Pahalgam
on 22 April and the subsequent Operation Sindoor to take

on cross-border terrorism and Pakistan’s collusion in it, the two
sides of India’s political establishment appear to be squandering
the good will earned and are now showcasing their disunity and
enmity towards each other. Even a national crisis of monumental
proportions for which precious lives have been snuffed out, fails
to prompt them to rise above their familiar partisan politics. The
spectacle of a fight between the government at the Centre and the
Congress over the nomination of leaders to visit countries in an
outreach programme to present India’s case in the conflict lowers
the country’s image before the international community. In another
development, a minister belonging to the ruling BJP from Madhya
Pradesh has disgraced the nation with his purported derogatory
remarks on a woman army officer, who became a prominent face
of Operation Sindoor. The court is seized of the matter and has
directed the police to lodge an FIR against the minister. On the
other hand, a professor of a reputed university has been arrested
in BJP-ruled Haryana for airing remarks that he believes did not
breach any laws of the land as alleged by the police and the Haryana
State Commission for Women (HSCW). The Supreme Court agreed

on 19 May to urgently hear the matter.

Surprisingly, the BJP leadership at the central or state level
is yet to condemn the minister’s remarks that would surely have
attracted provisions of the draconian Sedition Laws, had they been
made by anyone not belonging to the ruling party. The same party
has wasted no time in arresting the professor who claimed his
patriotism is beyond question and his criticism was very much
within the Constitutional provisions of free speech.

The Narendra Modi government announced the names of seven
delegations who would explain the country’s position on the han-
dling of the latest terrorist attack and confrontation with Pakistan.
The initiative is praiseworthy for bringing together representatives
from the ruling party and the Opposition, diplomats and strategic
experts since it demonstrates, before the world, that India is speak-
ing with one voice on the heinous killings perpetrated by terror-
ists. That India is an example of the concept of unity in diversity
needs to be loudly and forcefully spelt out globally, even though
that image has suffered a massive jolt during the past few years
when pluralism has far too often become a casualty. In the past the
Narasimha Rao government showed the same sagacity by choosing
then Opposition leader AB Vajpayee to represent the country in the
UN. Both rose above narrow political considerations and enhanced
the image of unity in the country in a remarkable manner.

But in the present case, both the ruling party and the Congress
have unseemly let their petty politics get the better of national
interests. The Congress sent a list of its leaders to be included in
the outreach committees, which was mostly rejected by the gov-
ernment. Instead, the latter selected Congress leaders of its choice.
The list of Congress nominees, which excludes some prominent
and most articulate voices on international affairs, lays bare its
own narrow, internal squabbles. On the other hand, the govern-
ment should have shown broadness by not foisting its choice on
the Congress and accepting its nominees. If it had prepared its
own list beforehand, there was no need for asking the Congress to
depute its members.

The arrest of the professor at this very crucial juncture is a
disturbing and unwarranted development. This is more so when
one considers the minister in the BJP government in MP called
Colonel Sofiya Qureshi the “sister” of terrorists and he is still
not censured by his party, not to speak of sacking him from the
state cabinet. This is no time for exacerbating communal tension
or stifling independent voices critical of the government. To note
that the Congress has objected to the unilateral fashion of choosing
its MPs by the government has already dented the image of the
parliamentary groups that are to go to various countries to project
India’s unified stand. Added to this is the withdrawal of the TMC
from this initiative. The government should have consulted with
Opposition parties’ leaders and that would have given a much better
image to the country. Sadly, here also the desire to demonstrate
one-upmanship is proving negative for India.

WISDOM CORNER

[T

If one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams,
and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will
meet with a success unexpected in common hours.

HENRY DAVID THORAEAU

“ All truth passes through three stages. First, it is ridiculed.
Second, it is violently opposed. Third, it is accepted as being

self-evident.

ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER

Life is a succession of lessons which must be lived to be
“ understood. All is riddle, and the key to a riddle is another

riddle.

RALPH WALDO EMERSON

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Il 1862: US Homestead Act signed. On this day in 1862, U.S. Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln signed the Homestead Act, which provided
160 acres of public land virtually free of charge to those who had
lived on and cultivated the land for at least five years.

[l 1873: Blue jeans are patented. Levi Strauss and Jacob Davis
invented the garment, which today represents one of the most

popular types of trousers worldwide.

[l 1882: Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy secretly formed the
Triple Alliance, a treaty organization that provided for mutual
protection against attacks by other European powers until Italy
entered World War 1.

[l 1902: Cuba gained its independence from the United States, which
had taken control of the island in 1899 after defeating Spain in
the Spanish-American War.

Il 1927: Charles Lindbergh takes off on the first solo non-stop trans-
atlantic flight. He departed from Long Island in the United States
and arrived in Paris, France at 22:22 on the next day.

Il 1940: The first prisoners arrive at Auschwitz concentration camp.
Auschwitz was the biggest extermination camp during World
War II. From 1940 to 1945, the Nazi regime murdered at least 1.1
million people here.
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DEVELOPMENT DESTRUCTION

Jayati Ghosh

THE LACK OF
DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION

IS A PRIME

EXAMPLE OF

THIS GROWING

APPETITE FOR
MUTUALLY
ASSURED
DESTRUCTION

oward the end of the
ancient Indian epic
the  Mahabharata,
Krishna’s Yadava
clan self-destructs. Many dark
omens presage their downfall:
nature behaves erratically and
pests multiply. Sin, deception,
and violence proliferate, erod-
ing trust and solidarity. Clan
members humiliate and insult
wise elders. When Krishna’s
extended family goes on a pic-
nic, the men get drunk, argue,
and attack each other, until
eventually all of them are dead.
This cautionary tale has
gained new resonance as geo-
political tensions - including
in South Asia — escalate, and
many countries embrace pro-
tectionist policies. US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s second
administration has contribut-
ed significantly to the current
fragmentation and disorder.
But other wealthy countries
have exacerbated the situation
by failing to show any real sol-
idarity in response to Trump’s
hostile policies. The lack of
development cooperation is a
prime example of this growing
appetite for mutually assured
destruction. To be sure, aid
from donor countries was al-
ready declining, and recent
events have exposed the sys-
tem’s injustices. The COVID-19
pandemic highlighted Western
governments’ greed, under-
mining others’ trust in their
global leadership. Moreover,
the fact that these govern-
ments have directed most of
their dwindling foreign-aid
budgets to Ukraine since Rus-
sia’s 2022 invasion, diverting
funds away from other war-
torn and desperately poor
countries, has underscored the
largely self-serving approach
to such “charity” flows.
Still, it is surprising — and
dispiriting - that other donor
countries have not stepped

Scapegoating multiculturalism

Bhaba

ni Shankar
Nayak

AS REACTIONARY
POLITICS FUELS
ANTI-MIGRANT
SENTIMENT
WORLDWIDE,

IT IS MORE
IMPORTANT THAN
EVER TO BUILD
SOLIDARITY
AMONG WORKERS

igrants work as doctors
and nurses, sustaining
vital health services.
They serve as teachers and lec-
turers in schools, colleges, and
universities, helping to develop
and disseminate knowledge.
Migrants also work as chefs and
cooks in hotels and restaurants,
providing essential services for
leisure and hospitality. They op-
erate as drivers of trains, buses,
and taxis, maintaining transpor-
tation networks. Migrants con-
tribute as scientists, engineers,
construction workers, cleaners,
and agricultural labourers who
produce our food. Migrants
serve as soldiers and excel as
football and cricket players. Mi-
grants not only bring national
and international glory but also
bring a diverse set of skills and
competencies that sustain the
European economy. Their di-
verse cultural backgrounds not
only enrich democratic diversi-
ty but also deepen multicultural
society in Britain and Europe.
However, migrants and mul-
ticulturalism are often blamed
for the persistent problems in
the UK and Europe. It has be-
come widely accepted in much
of Western Europe today that
migrants are a source of trouble.
Anti-migrant propaganda and
anti-multicultural narratives
undermine migrants’ essential
contributions and reinforce
harmful stereotypes. Flawed
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If wealthier countries refuse to provide for
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the global common good, the multilateral
system as we know it will not survive

up after Trump terminat-
ed almost all US foreign-aid
funding and programming.
This would have been the
obvious thing to do, not nec-
essarily out of solidarity, but
simply because of geopolitical
self-interest.

For starters, Trump’s in-
discriminate attacks on allies
and rivals alike have demon-
strated the necessity of coordi-
nated action, which requires
building alliances, supporting
multilateralism, and cultivat-
ing soft power. One easy and
relatively cheap way to do that
is by continuing to support
multilateral institutions. Such
funding may also defuse some
of the anger that many people
in the Global South feel about
the Western world’s complic-
ity in the ongoing decimation
and mass killings in Gaza.

Moreover, the massive re-
duction in US direct aid and
financing for international
organisations will hinder
the provision of global public
goods, including health and
climate stability. The concept
of global public investment
suggests that all countries
have a stake in solving these
challenges, and should thus
contribute resources to ad-
dressing them, according to

political narratives are deliber-
ately manufactured to reinvent a
non-existent national identity in
Britain and a fabricated Europe-
an identity across the continent,
both based on imaginary shared
values. In reality, the historical
foundations of shared values
that most closely bind Britain
with other Western European
countries are feudalism, colo-
nialism, racism, capitalism, and
imperialism—often branded as
a collective foundation of a glo-
rified past.The British Prime
Minister, Sir Keir Starmer, has
warned that the UK risks be-
coming an 'island of strangers'
due to migration, highlighting
the need for stronger visa re-
strictions. Many people were
not only uncomfortable but
also surprised by the conser-
vative tone of the Labour Party
PM during his Downing Street
press conference ahead of the
publication of an immigration
white paper. His speech echoes
Enoch Powell’s infamous 1968
'Rivers of Blood' speech, in
which Powell warned of the so-
called dangers of multicultur-
alism and claimed that white
people were becoming ‘strang-
ers in their own country.’
Historically, there is absolute-
ly no surprise in the conserva-
tive content of Starmer’s speech,
which not only panders to white
supremacists in Britain but also
to those in a racialised Europe.

their means, and distribute
the collected funds based on
need and impact. But the re-
sponse of most rich countries
has so far been appalling.
Instead of scaling up foreign
assistance, several European
governments have slashed
it, citing the need to channel
funds to defense investment.
As a result, some of the most
immediate needs that fall un-
der a global public investment
framework are going unmet.

This is especially baffling
because the amounts required
to plug the development-fi-
nancing hole left by the Unit-
ed States are so small as to be
trivial. For example, Trump’s
withdrawal of the US from the
World Health Organization
— which remains absolutely
critical for managing global
health threats — means that the
WHO faces a $1.9 billion budget
shortfall in 2026-27 — a gap that
rich countries and even most
large middle-income countries
could easily afford to fill.

It’s a similar story at other
international organizations.
The United Nations World
Food Programme faces an
estimated 40% reduction in
funding - equal to roughly
$4 billion. The WFP, which
served more than 100 million

Much of the political leadership
scapegoats secular multicultur-
alism and blames migrants for
the various predicaments faced
by Britain and Europe. This is
a deliberate political strategy to
escape accountability and de-
flect attention from leadership
failures, exonerate the failures
of capitalism, and obscure its
inherent crises—conditions
that provide the lifeblood for
far right-wing and reaction-
ary politics to flourish across
Britain and Europe. Contrary
to dominant narratives and
propaganda, it is not migrants
or multiculturalism that are
responsible for the destruction
of livelihoods and sources of
income. Despite state support,
capitalism has failed to gener-
ate adequate employment and
income for the majority of the
population across the continent.

Migration is neither auto-
matic nor spontaneous, nor is it
simply driven by the emotions
or personal choices of migrants.
Rather, it is deeply rooted in
the legacies of European colo-
nialism, wars, conflicts, and
ongoing neocolonial strategies
of resource exploitation. These
forces compel people to leave
their homes and livelihoods in
search of safety, stability, and
the means to survive. However,
the alienating, individualistic
nature of European culture—
combined with the absence of

people in 2024 and won the No-
bel Peace Prize five years ago,
must now downsize its staff by
nearly one-third (around 6,000
positions worldwide) and re-
duce the amount of life-saving
food that it provides, because
no other countries have of-
fered to offset the shortfall.
Similarly, the Joint UN
Programme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS), which relied on
the US for more than 40% of
its financing, will need to cut
more than half of its workforce
and reduce or eliminate some
of its essential programmes.
(Switzerland and the United
Kingdom, two other major UN-
AIDS funders, have likewise
reduced their contributions).
That could lead to six times
more HIV infections and a
400% increase in AIDS deaths
by 2029, as well as the emer-
gence of new strains, which
would have negative reper-
cussions for all countries. But
the organization’s budget gap
is a modest $58 million — the
same shortfall facing the UN
Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, which
has to lay off 20% of its staff.
Given these minuscule
sums, filling the gap left by
the US would have a negligible
fiscal impact on traditional do-
nors and large middle-income
countries. But only a handful
of countries, like South Korea,
have responded to the funding
crisis, preventing essential
organizations’ collapse and
enabling them to function
properly — for now. If wealthi-
er countries refuse to provide
for the global common good,
the multilateral system as we
know it will not survive.

The writer is Professor
of Economics at

the University of
Massachusetts Amherst.
©PROJECT SYNDICATE

meaningful conditions for assim-
ilation—often compels migrants
to rely on their own cultural
identities as a means of coping
with the harsh realities of a cap-
italist society, where migrant
workers are forced to work over-
time just to cover basic living ex-
penses. This reliance on cultural
identity is often misrepresented
and used to construct illiberal
stereotypes about migrants to
undermine their contributions
in the making of modern Britain
and Europe. European capital-
ism and its accompanying cul-
ture reduce migrants to mere
economic units—numbers on
Excel sheets in foreign offices
and border security systems.
This reductive approach un-
dermines the very foundation
of human dignity that binds
individuals to one another.
As reactionary politics fuels
anti-migrant sentiment world-
wide, it is more important than
ever to build solidarity among
workers. Workers have no coun-
try to hide in, only each other
to defend in the face of the on-
slaught by reactionary corpora-
tions, states, and governments.
This solidarity is essential to
building workers’ unity and
upholding the ideals of workers’
internationalism.

The writer teaches
at the London
Metropolitan University.
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TO THE EDITOR
Readers of Orissa Post
are most welcome to contribute letters

(100 words), articles and
columns (between 600-1000 [@'/
words). Contributors are

requested to send their contact # o
numbers and full postal -
address/email ID. They may also send in
their valuable comments, opinion and

suggestions, preferably by email, to:
edit@orissapost.com
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Real Mr Cool

Sir, Doing full justice to his
name, British climber Kenton
Cool climbed Mt Everest for
the nineteenth time, breaking
his own record for the most
summits by a non-Nepali (Sher-
pa). Noteworthy is the fact that
Cool was once told he would
not walk unaided again after a
rock-climbing accident broke
both his heel bones. Talking
of records, Nepali climber
Kami Rita Sherpa, 55, is also
attempting to break his own
world record for the most Ev-
erest summits with his 31st
climb. We wish him Godspeed
and good luck.

Avinash Godboley, DEWAS

Health crisis

Sir, India has more than one hundred and thirty
five million obese people, highest only after the
US, of which fifteen million are children. Both un-
dernutrition and overnutrition are problematic.
If calorie consumption surpasses calorie burnt
then obesity may set in. Diabetes mellitus and
hypertension are two important lifestyle devia-
tions that can lead to a series of serious diseases.
Smartphones are versatile but spending a lot of
time with it can reduce the portability of children
keeping them confined to their new comfort zones
-- chair and bed with sweets, snacks and aerated
drinks. A study has shown that more than five
hours of interrupted or continuous use of smart-
phones for more than six months can bring in
unwanted changes. Besides conjunctivitis, the
blue glow emitted from smartphones may cause
loss of eye sight due to macular degeneration.
Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

Protocol breach

Sir, This refers to “CJI flags pro-
tocol breach,” Orissa POST, May
19. I am sorry to comment that this
degree of disrespect to the Chief
Justice of India by Maharashtra’s
key government officials speaks
volumes of the fact that one organ
of the Constitution lacks respect for
another and the consequences may
be far reaching. The existing proto-
col very well demands that when-
ever the CJI will visit any state for
the first time, the respective state
government key officials need to
be around him. I am at a loss why
the Maharashtra government is not
mentally prepared to exchange mu-
tual respect?

Arun Gupta, KOLKATA
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UP: Campaign

to end

chlld labour by 2027

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

m 10,336 child labourers
have been identified so
far because of the state
government's initiatives

W Between 2017-18 and
2024-25, as many as 12,426
child labourers have been
rehabilitated educationally,
enabling them to return to
school and start afresh

m The government has
supported the families
of these children, giving
economic assistance to 1,089
families to prevent them
from forcing their children
into work

The multi-pronged approach focuses on

awareness, education and rehabilitation

Lucknow, May 19: Uttar
Pradesh government has
launched a comprehensive
state-wide campaign aimed
at eradicating child labour
by 2027, an official statement

said Monday.

The multi-pronged ap-
proach focuses on awareness,
education and rehabilitation
to ensure that every child in
the state is given opportuni-
ties for growth, learning and
a dignified future instead of
being forced into labour.

Special awareness pro-
grams are scheduled for June
12, coinciding with the World
Day Against Child Labour, to
further strengthen the cam-
paign, the statement said.

It said the campaign will be

_intensified through coordinat-
ed efforts across various de-
partments of the government.

According to the state-
ment, 10,336 child labourers
have been identified so far
because of the state govern-
ment's initiatives. Between
2017-18 and 2024-25, as many
as 12,426 child labourers have
been rehabilitated education-
ally, enabling them to return

Young men cool off in a canal at Vrindavan on a hot summer day in Mathura district, Uttar Pradesh

Artisan crafts BrahMos replica, orders soar high

to ensure that every child in UP is given
opportunities for growth, learning and a
dignified future instead of being
forced into labour

to school and start afresh.

Additionally, the govern-
ment has supported the fam-
ilies of these children, giving
economic assistance to 1,089
families to prevent them from
forcing their children into
work.

Under the 'Bal Shramik
Vidya Yojana', 2,000 working
children have been enrolled
in schools and given finan-
cial aid to ensure that their
education is uninterrupted.
The scheme not only promotes
education, but also works to
transform social attitudes
towards child labour, it said.

The government has also
taken a firm stance against
bonded labour. A total of
1,408 bonded labourers, be-
tween 2018-19 and 2014-25,
have been rehabilitated and
are receiving financial as-
sistance amounting to ¥18.17

crore, it added.

The initiative is an import-
ant step towards enabling
these persons to lead indepen-
dent and dignified lives.

Currently, eight welfare
schemes are being imple-
mented through the Labour
Welfare Council for workers
in the organised sector. The
state government has allocat-
ed a corpus fund of 40 crore
to support these programs.

In the current financial
year of 2024-25 alone, relief
amounting to ¥1.32 crore has
been provided to 309 workers,
the statement further said.

It said that guided by Adi-
tyanath's vision of the great-
est investment of all is that
in children, the government
is committed to steer every
child in the state toward edu-
cation, security, and dignity
by eradicating child labour.

PTI PHOTO

Delhi Metro ticketing
goes Ilve on Uber app

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: Ride-hail-
ing platform Uber on Monday
announced the rollout of met-
ro ticketing on the Uber app,
powered by the Open Network
for Digital Commerce (ONDC),
starting with Delhi Metro.

Three more cities across
India are slated to go live in
2025, Uber said, adding it will
soon launch B2B Logistics via
the ONDC network, a solution
that will allow businesses to
request on-demand logistics
from Uber's delivery net-
work, without needing their
own fleet.

"Uber today announced
the rollout of metro ticketing
on the Uber app, powered by
the Open Network for Digi-
tal Commerce (ONDC), with
Delhi Metro going live as the
first launch city. This marks
Uber's first integration with
India's pioneering digital pub-
lic infrastructure and a major
step forward in making public
transport more connected," the
company said in a release.

This move follows an Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) signed in 2024 during
Uber CEO Dara Khosrowsha-
hi's visit to India, where Uber
committed to collaborating
with ONDC to advance the
reach and impact of India's
digital public goods.

"Today's launch is a tangi-
ble realisation of that commit-
ment, reinforcing Uber's mis-
sion to make urban mobility
more inclusive, sustainable,
and seamlessly connected,"
it said.

Delhi Police to use PT'Ms to
'+ curb drug abuse in students

The initiative, being
rolled out in
collaboration with the
Directorate of
Education, aims to build
a broad-based
awareness framework at
the school and
community level to
address the rising threat
of narcotics among
school-going children

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: In a pro-
active effort to tackle drug
abuse among adolescents, Del-
hi Police will now utilise par-
ent-teacher meetings (PTMs)
in schools as a platform to
sensitise and educate parents
about the early warning signs
of substance use in their chil-
dren, an official said Monday.
The initiative, being rolled out
in collaboration with the Direc-
torate of Education (DoE), aims
to build a broad-based aware-
ness framework at the school
and community level to address
the rising threat of narcotics
among school-going children.
The Delhi Police has already
conducted training sessions
for teachers from schools
that opted for the programme,
equipping them to identify
behavioural indicators and
psychological cues that may
signal drug use among stu-
dents, particularly teenagers,
a senior police officer said.
“We recently partnered with
the Directorate of Education
and conducted a training ses-
sion for teachers to help them
understand how to identify
early warning signs and be-
havioural changes in students
who might be using drugs,”
the officer said.
Building on this, the police
will now focus on involving
parents directly through

Delhi government schools to introduce
pre-vocational education programme

pre-vocational education programme will be introduced for students of classes

6 to 8 in government schools of Delhi in the academic year 2025-26 in line with
the National Education Policy, the Delhi Directorate of Education has announced.
According to a circular issued by the Vocational Education Branch of DoE, 'Kaush-
al Bodh' will be introduced as a distinct subject for Class 6 in the first phase,
followed by Classes 7 and 8 in subsequent years. The initiative is aimed at equip-
ping students with essential life skills and vocational awareness to prepare them
for real-world challenges and opportunities. The curriculum has been aligned
with the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE) 2023 and
focuses on three broad categories of work --- Work with Life Forms, Work with

Machines and Materials, and Work in Human Services. Students are expected

to complete three projects each year, one from each of the three categories, it
stated. The programme encourages hands-on learning through activities such

as organic farming, pottery, carpentry, cooking with millets, embroidery, and
basic electrical work. Teachers will guide students in carrying out tasks safely,
collaborating in groups, and applying their learning in practical settings, it said.
Each student will be assessed based on written tests, oral presentations, activity
books, portfolios, and teacher observations, with a total of 110 hours allocated
annually for these activities, the circular read.

PTMs, ensuring early inter-
vention at the family level.

To further support the ini-
tiative, Delhi Police is in ad-
vanced discussions with the
de-addiction centre at the All
India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS) to rope in ex-
pert counsellors.

“With the help of profession-
al counsellors from AIIMS, we
plan to create short, informa-
tive videos that explain the
psychological and physical
signs of drug use in adoles-
cents. These will be shown
during PTMs to ensure the
message reaches parents in
an accessible, visual format,”

Delhi’'s power demand soars to peak

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: The peak
power demand of Delhi at 7265
MW Monday was the highest
for May 1-19 period in the past
four years, discom officials
said.

State Load Dispatch Centre
Delhi realtime data recorded
Delhi's power demand at 7265
MW at 3.29 pm.

The peak power demand of
Delhi for May 1-19 period was
7174 MW in 2024, 5953 MW in
2023 and 7070 MW in 2022, of-
ficials said.

The BSES discoms BRPL
and BYPL met the peak power
demand of 3227 MW and 1596
MW, respectively, in their ar-
eas, said a spokesperson of the
company.

A Tata Power Delhi Distri-
bution Limited (TPDDL) state-
ment said that the peak power
demand of 7265 MW Monday
(May 19) was the highest on
the day in last five years.

It was 7164 MW May 19, 2024;

5518 MW May 19, 2023; 7070
MW May 19, 2022 and 3266 MW
May 19, 2021, it said.

The discom successfully met
its peak demand of 2,136 MW
Monday, the highest of this
season so far, without any
network constraints or supply
disruptions, despite the ongo-
ing hot weather, it said.

The discom is "fully pre-
pared" to ensure uninter-
rupted, quality power supply

The model, adorned with silver and gold accents, is capturing national attention and stoking patriotic fervour

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Varanasi, May 19: In the spir-
itual heart of India, where the
Ganga flows and temples echo
with chants, a unique fusion of
tradition and technology
is taking shape.
National
award-winning

b

We are flooded
with orders from

The BrahMos missile, a sym-
bol of India’s cutting-edge mili-
tary prowess, recently returned
to global headlines following its
reported use in India’s precision
strikes during Operation Sin-
door, a robust counter-
terrorism response
after the Pahalgam
terror  attack.

pink enamel The craftsman,
artisan  Kunj across the country. inspired by
Bihari Singh, People want to display the courage of
based in Vara- the model in their homes India’s armed
nasi’s Vishesh- and offices as a symbol of forces, chose
warganj area, national pride to honour

has crafted an
exquisite repli-
ca of the BrahMos
missile - a symbol of
India's pride in its defence
capabilities - using the ancient
art of meenakari (pink enamel-
ling).

The model, adorned with
silver and gold accents, is cap-
turing national attention and
stoking patriotic fervour.

KUNJ BIHARI SINGH I NATIONAL
AWARD-WINNING PINK
ENAMEL ARTISAN, UP

their valour in
his own artisan
language: enamel,
metal, and fire.
Speaking to IANS,
Kunj Bihari Singh said: "After
the Pahalgam attack, our brave
soldiers gave a befitting reply.
I wanted to pay tribute to their
courage through my art. The
BrahMos missile represents In-
dia's strength and technological

edge. Making this replica is my
salute to our jawans."

Crafted with silver and
adorned with traditional pink
enamelling - a technique deep-
ly rooted in Varanasi's artistic
heritage, the BrahMos model
has struck a chord with collec-
tors and patriots alike. So far,
Singh has sold over 150 units,

to the consumers, through a
multi-layered power procure-
ment strategy comprising
long-term bilateral agree-
ments, reserve shutdown ca-
pacity, and dynamic partici-
pation on the power exchange,
it added.

The BSES discoms are
geared-up to ensure reliable
power supply to meet the pow-
er demand of more than 50 lakh
consumers in South, West, East
and Central Delhi, said the
company spokesperson.

These arrangements include
long term power purchase
agreements and banking ar-
rangements with other states
and deployment of latest tech-
nologies for predicting power
demand accurately, he added.

the officer said.

The videos will serve as a
conversation starter between
parents and teachers and will
be tailored to reflect age-appro-
priate warning signs.

The programme is open to
both government and private
schools and authorities hope
to scale it up citywide in the
coming months.

“The initiative will help
bridge the gap between
schools, families, and law en-
forcement, fostering a collab-
orative environment where
children are better protected
against the growing menace
of substance abuse,” he added.

AST COAST RAILWAY

Tender Notice No. 08-SBP-TRD-07-2025-26,
Date : 13.05.2025

LIS S [o i@ TRD RELATED
WORKS IN CONNECTION WITH THE
WORK "PWAY AND OTHER ALLIED
WORK IN CONNECTION WITH REMOVAL.
OF PSR OF CURVE NO. 32 (UP) AT KM
66/31-67/17 IN JUJOMURA - KEREJANGA
SECTION SAMBALPUR DIVISION.
Approximate Cost (3) :[KEEyMLEEIN
EMD (%} : 67,400.00, Completion Period
:12 Months.
Tender Closing Date and Time :
At 1530 Hrs. of 04.06.2025

No manual offers sent by Post/ Courier /
Fax or in person accepted against such
e-tenders even if these are submitted on
firm’s letter head and received in time. All
such manual offers shall be considered
invalid and shall be rejected summarily
without any consideration.

Complete information including e-tender
documents of the above e-tender is
availableinwebsite : http://www.ireps.gov.in

Note : The prospective tenderers are
advised to revisit the website 15 (Fifteen}
days before the date of closing of tender to
note any changes / corrigendum issued
for this tender.

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (TRD),

PR-140/Q/25-26 Sambalpur

Lower Parel, Mumbai — 400013

Enforcement Rules, 2002)

Registered Office : 6th Floor, Tower A,
Peninsuta Business Park, Senapati Bapat Marg,

POSSESSION NOTICE

(As per Appendix IV Under Sec 13(4) read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest

The undersigned being the authorized officer of the DCB Bank Ltd., under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (54 of 2002) and in
exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rutes, 2002 issued a demand notice on below mentioned dates calfing upon the
Borrowers 1. Mr. Sanatan Behera (Applicant), S/o0. Prafulla Behera, 2. Mr. Prafulla Behera
{Co-Applicant-1), S/o. Late Panu Behera, 3. Mr. Prahalad Behera (Co-Applicant-2}, S/o. Late
Panu Behera, 4. Mr. Ranjan Behera (Co-Applicant-3), S/o. Prafulia Behera, 5. Mr. Santosh
Behera (Co-Applican-4), S/0. Prahalad Behera, all are at / P. 0. - Sanabhimdaspur, Gram
Panchayet - Sandhrasasan, P. S. - Satyabadi, District - Puri, Odisha - 752014 to repay the
amount mentioned in the notice as detailed below in tabular form with further interest thereon

each priced between 10,000
and 20,000. He is now exploring
more budget-friendly options to
make the piece accessible to a
wider audience without compro-
mising on quality.

Singh leads a team of 20 arti-
sans who are working around
the clock to meet the surging
demand.

The fusion of modern warfare
symbolism with centuries-old
craftsmanship has created a
one-of-a-kind collectable that
resonates with today’s patriot-
ic sentiment.

Globally, the BrahMos mis-
sile, developed jointly by India’s
DRDO and Russia’s NPOM, is
garnering increasing interest
from countries across Asia,
Latin America, and the Middle
East. Known for its precision,
speed, and versatility in being
launched from land, air, sea, or
submarines, the BrahMos is one
of the most formidable cruise
missiles in the world.

However, international sales
of the missile remain tightly reg-
ulated. As a 50:50 joint venture
between India and Russia under
the BrahMos Aerospace banner,
any decision to export the mis-
sile to a third country requires
mutual consent. This constraint
ensures that the missile’s sales
remain within strategic bounds.

from within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The Borrower and Co-Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
borrower, Co-Borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Physical
Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him
under sub-section (4) of section 13 of Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest Rules 2002 on
this 16th May, 2025.

The Borrower, Co-Borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned notto deal
with the property (Description of the immovable Property) and any dealings with the property
will be subject to the charge of the DCB Bank Ltd., for respective amount as mentioned here
below.

16/10/2323 (Posted date 17/10/2023)
1. Mr. Sanatan Behera {Applicant)

2. Mr. Prafuila Behera (Co-Applicant-1)
3. Mr. Prahalad Behera (Co-Applicant-2)
4. Mr. Ranjan Behera (Co-Applicant-3)
5. Mr. Santosh Behera (Co-Applicant-4}
Lean Account Number : | 16745600000116 & 16756400000046

Total Outstanding | Rs. 2,702,824.60 (Rupees Twenty Seven Lakh Two Thousand Eight Hundred
Amount : Twenty Four and Sixty paisa Only) under Loan A/c No. 16745600000116
being the amount due as on 05.10.2023 (this amount includes interest

till 01.05.2023) and another an amount of Rs. 3,03,650.00

(Rupees Three Lakh Three Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Only) under Loan
A/c No. 16756400000046 being the amount due as on 05.10.2023

(this amount includes interest till 29.09.2023) (in total Rs. 3,006,474.60}

Description of the Immovable Property - All that the piece and parcel of homestead land with
building situated at District : Puri, Mouza : Bhimadas Purasan, Tahasil : Satyabadi, Tahasil
No. 487, Thana : Satyabadi, Thana No. : 116, Khata No. 99, Plot No. : 416 admeasuring an area
of Acre 0.0500, Kissam : Gharabari registered in the name of Prafuila Behera & Prahallad
Behera, S/o. Panu Behera.

Date : 20.05.2025
Place : Bhubaneswar

Demand Notice Dated :

Name of Borrower(s)
and Co-borrower(s) :

For DCB Bank Ltd.
Authorized Officer
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Chief
justice of
the country

and the protocol
is placed very
high. When he
indicated this, .
it was not personal, it was for
the position he holds. And | am
sure this will be kept in mind by
one and all

JAGDEEP DHANKHAR | VICE-PRESIDENT

But | can see
‘ one member
from his
party (Sena-UBT)
is part of the ]
delegation. |
feel local-level
politics should not be brought
into this issue

SHARAD PAWAR | NCP (SP) PRESIDENT

Public ser- =
‘ Mt -m
top priority
¥ ” i-

of the state gov- '

ernment, in line -9 -
with the ideology | ‘W
of Pandit Deen- i
dayal Upadhyaya's Antyodaya
and the vision of Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar

BHAJANLAL SHARMA I
CHIEF MINISTER, RAJASTHAN

In soup for Al visuals
of Sikh gurus, Rathee
takes down YT video

" PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, May 19: You-
Tuber Dhruv Rathee Monday
took down his Al-generated
video depicting Sikh gurus
in the face of the Akal Takht,
SGPC and the Shiromani Aka-
1li Dal’s strong protests against
depicting the religious figures
in human form or in films.

In a post on Instagram,
Rathee said even though ma-
ny have appreciated the video
and “would like it to stay on
the (YouTube) channel, I have
decided to remove it because
some viewers feel strongly
that any animated depiction of
the Sikh Gurus conflicts with
their beliefs”.

“I do not want this to be-
come a political or religious
controversy, because the video
was simply an effort to show-
case the stories of our Indian
heroes in a new education for-
mat,” he said.

The Akal Takht, Shiroma-
ni Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) and the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
had demanded an immediate
takedown of the video which
features artificial intelli-
gence-generated images of
Guru Gobind Singh and his
four sons known as ‘Sahib-
zadas’.

CLASSIFIED

Before Executive
Magistrate, Khallikote
affidavit No.- A/1438,
15.05.2025, I, Srisinti
Shradhanjali

Patra, Res/Vill-
Srikrushnaranapur,
P.O.- Panditgaon,

PS.- Khallikote,
Ganjam changed

my name as Srisinti
Shradhanjali Patra

to S.Shraddhanjali
Patra. Henceforth,

I shall be known as
S.Shraddhanjali Patra
for future purposes.

The counsel submitted
that the petitioner was a
refugee and that his
family had already settled
in India, to which the
apex court asked, ‘what is
your right to settle here?’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: The Su-
preme Court Monday observed
the country was not a “dharam-
shala” or a public shelter to ac-
commodate foreign nationals
from across the globe.

A bench of justices Dipankar
Datta and K Vinod Chandran
was hearing a plea challenging
an order of the Madras High
Court directing the petitioner,
a Sri Lankan citizen, to leave
the country after finishing his
seven-year sentence in an Un-
lawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) case.

“Is India to host refugees
from all over the world? We
are struggling with 140 crore
people... This is not a dharm-

shala that we can entertain for-
eign nationals from all over the
world,” the bench said.

The petitioner’s counsel said
his client was facing threats of
arrest and torture in his coun-
try as he was a former Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) member, and that his
wife and children had settled
in India.

The bench, however, said the
fundamental right to settle in
India was available only to its

OPPN TEARS INTO GOVT ON CITY INFRA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, May 19: A 35-year-
old woman was Killed in a wall
collapse Monday after heavy
rains lashed the city, inundat-
ing many low-lying areas and
leading traffic to pile-up. The
chaos triggered by the rains led
to a political blamegame with
the Opposition BJP targeting
the Congress government over
the city’s infrastructure and re-
sultant civic issues.

Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar said the woes faced
by the IT capital during rains
was not new, but that the gov-
ernment was now working to fix
them with a long-term solution.

The city received about 104
mm of rainfall in the last 24
hours, inundating many low-ly-
ing areas and leading to traffic
pile-up, prompting the BJP to
launch a scathing attack on the
ruling Congress.

Former Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and MLA of Malleswaram,
CN Ashwath Narayan criticised
Shivakumar, saying, “Crores
spent. Zero results.”

Taking to ‘X’ he said, “Last
night’s rains didn’t expose Ban-
galore’s infrastructure — they
exposed @DKShivakumar’s
track record of the last two
years of doing nothing.”

Karnataka BJP General Sec-
retary and MLA of Karkala,
Sunil Kumar Karkala hallenged
the government on ‘X’ to release
a white paper on how much has
actually been spent on Banga-

CDS Gen

The visit was
marked by a spirit of
pride in recognition of
the exemplary
courage displayed by
soldiers during
Operation Sindoor

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: Chief of
Defence Staff Gen Anil Chau-
han Monday visited strategi-
cally important military bases
of Suratgarh in Rajasthan and
Naliya in Gujarat and com-
mended the troops for main-
taining high state of operation-

lore’s infrastructure in the last
two years.

“Visit Silk Board once —
you’ll see your real contribu-
tion,” he said.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, BJP spokesperson Ash-
wath Narayan Gowda said that
“despite the weatherman pre-
dicting heavy rainfall almost a
week ago, there were no efforts
made to meet any monsoon-re-
lated exigency. The deputy chief
minister D K Shivakumar is di-
rectly responsible for the rain
havoc in the city”.

He alleged that the deputy
CM kept repeating ‘Brand Ban-
galore’ and in the last Assem-
bly session, Greater Bengaluru
Governance Bill was passed.

“From Brand Bangalore to
Greater Bangalore, and now
from Greater Bangalore, it has
now become Submerged Banga-
lore. This is the achievement of
the state government,” Gowda
charged.

The BJP leader alleged no
development work took place
in the city in the past two years,
which finally culminated in
rain havoc.

NARENDRA MODI I PRIME MINISTER

citizens and that there was no
violation of his rights under Ar-
ticle 21 (protection of life and
liberty) of the Constitution.

“What is your right to settle
here,” the bench said, “go to
some other country.”

The petitioner was sentenced
under Section 10 (penalty for
being a member of an unlawful
association) of the UAPA Act.

The Madras High Court
while reducing his sentence
from 10 years to seven directed

b=
concerned to

hear about @JoeBiden's
health. Extend our best
wishes to him for a quick
and full recovery. Our
thoughts are with Dr. Jill
Biden and the family

IN A FIRST, TRIPURA Z0OO

WELCOMES 3 TIGER CUBS

The Sepahijala Zoo in Tripura has welcomed
three tiger cubs in a cheer for animal lovers.
This is the first time in the history of the
state’s only zoo, which was set up in 1972,

that tiger cubs have been born here. With
the birth of the three cubs, the number of
big cats in the zoo has grown to five

him to leave the country imme-
diately.

Another apex court bench
rapped the petitioners May 16
who claimed 43 Rohingya ref-
ugees, including women and
children, were dropped in the
Andaman sea for deportation
to Myanmar and said, “when
the country is passing through
a difficult time, you come out
with fanciful ideas.”

The top court was then in-
formed that some refugees
having United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) cards, including
women and children, were ar-
rested by police authorities late
last night and deported.

“If they (Rohingyas) are all
foreigners and if they are cov-
ered by the Foreigners’ Act,
then they will have to be dealt
with as per the Foreigners’
Act,” the bench had said while
adding that UNHCR-issued
identity cards may not be of
any help to them under the law.

The top court May 8 said if
Rohingya refugees in the coun-
try were found to be foreigners
under Indian laws they would
have to be deported.

COURT CORNER

SC rules one rank one
pension for ex-HC judges

New Delhi: The Supreme Court Monday directed uniform pension
benefits for all retired high court judges, irrespective of their mode of
appointment or tenure, saying “one rank one pension has to be the norm
in respect of a constitutional office”. A bench comprising Chief Justice
BR Gavai and Justices Augustine George Masih and K Vinod Chandran
held that any classification in pension benefits based on whether judges
came from the bar or district judiciary, or whether they were permanent
or additional judges, was discriminatory and violative of Article 14 of the
Constitution. “One rank one pension has to be the norm in respect of a
constitutional office,” the CJI, writing a 63-page judgement, said.

Posts on Operation Sindoor:
SC agrees to hear prof's plea

New Delhi: The Supreme Court Monday agreed to examine a plea of
Ashoka University’s faculty Ali Khan Mahmudabad against his arrest

for his social media posts over Operation Sindoor. A bench comprising
Chief Justice BR Gavai and Justice Augustine George Masih noted the
submissions of senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for the associate
professor, and said the plea would come up Tuesday or Wednesday. “He
has been arrested for a patriotic statement. Please list it during the day,”
Sibal insisted. “Please list it tomorrow or day after,” the CJI said.

Sambhal mosque row: HC junks

Masjid committee plea against survey

Prayagraj/Sambhal (UP): The Allahabad High Court Monday dismissed a
plea of the Masjid committee against the survey ordered by a Sambhal court
in the Shahi Jama Masjid and Harihar Temple dispute, upholding the civil
court’s direction for the survey. The court said the order to appoint a court
commissioner and the suit were maintainable. The mosque committee moved
the high court against the November 19 last year order of the civil judge
directing the Mughal-era mosque’ survey which took place the same day.

Not boycottmg diplomatic mission: Mamata

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, May 19: West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee Monday asserted that
the TMC is not boycotting the
Centre’s multi-party diplomat-
ic mission aimed at countering
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism
and would send its representa-
tives once a formal request is
received from the Centre.

Banerjee, the Trinamool
Congress supremo, also empha-
sised that the Centre should not
decide the party’s nominee to
the delegations.

Her statement came af-

Young male leopard dies
during rescue efforts

Bahraich: A male leopard, aged
around one to one and a half years
old, which was found injured a day
earlier along a canal embankment

in the Katarniaghat Wildlife Division
here, died during the rescue attempt,
officials said Monday. Forest depart-
ment officials believe it was likely hit
by an unidentified vehicle. Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) B Shivshanker
told PTI that the leopard was found
near Harkhapur village in the Dharam-
pur Range of the division. “The exact
cause cannot be confirmed, but the
site conditions suggest the leopard
was struck by a vehicle,” he said. A
team of forest staff and veterinarians
rushed to the spot upon receiving
information. They first considered
tranquillising the cat for treatment,
but because of its young age feared
the sedative might prove fatal, the
officer said. Instead, they decided to
cage the leopard and transport it for
care. Unfortunately, the animal suc-
cumbed during the rescue operation,
he added.

Nowadays, the system is
that they do not inform the
mother party but inform

b

the parliamentary party. But
the parliamentary party works
for Parliamentary sessions.
They cannot make policy
decisions

MAMATA BANERJEE | CHIEF MINISTER,
WEST BENGAL

ter a controversy broke out
that TMC MP Yusuf Pathan
was forced to opt out of the
multi-party diplomatic dele-
gation. The BJP has attacked
West Bengal’s ruling party for
the development.

“We were not contacted
about this (naming a party rep-
resentative for the delegation),”
Banerjee said at the Kolkata
airport before leaving for the
northern part of West Bengal
on a three-day official visit.

“Nowadays, the system is
that they do not inform the
mother party but inform the
parliamentary party. But the
parliamentary party works for
Parliamentary sessions. They
cannot make policy decisions,”
she said.

The TMC supremo said the
Centre did not request the party
authorities to name an MP to
be a member of the delegation.

“If the request comes to us, of
course we can consider it. We
always support the Central gov-
ernment’s policy (on external
affairs). If anything is special,
we will think of it, but not now.

A child gets
a bath to get
respite on a
hot summer
day,

on the
outskirts of
Jammu

PTI PHOTO

Chauhan visits Suratgarh, Naliya military bases

al readiness.

The Pakistani military at-
tempted to target both the bases
during the military confronta-
tion between the two sides re-
cently.

In his interaction with the
troops, Gen Chauhan also com-
plimented the synergy among
the three services during Oper-
ation Sindoor.

The Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) emphasised on the need
to remain ever prepared for re-
sponding to any challenge with
“decisive force”, according to
the defence ministry.

“To boost the morale of the
armed forces, Chief of Defence
Staff Gen Anil Chauhan paid a
visit to the strategically import-
ant Suratgarh military station

and Naliya air force station to-
day,” it said. Gen Chauhan also
emphasised the importance of

operational readiness and re-
silience in the face of evolving
security challenges, it said.

“He commended the opera-
tional preparedness and high
morale of the personnel and
expressed confidence in their
ability to respond effectively
to future threats,” the minis-
try added.

The CDS was accompanied
by Lt Gen Manjinder Singh,
Army Commander of South
Western Command, and Air
Marshal Nagesh Kapoor,
the Air Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief of South Western
Air Command.

“The visit was marked by a
spirit of pride in recognition
of the exemplary courage dis-
played by soldiers during Op-
eration Sindoor,” the ministry
said in a statement.

Gen Chauhan was apprised

of the robust air defence sys-
tems deployed in the operation.

The CDS lauded the “excep-
tional valour and profession-
alism” of the soldiers during
the active phase of Operation
Sindoor, the ministry said.

Highlighting their selfless
dedication, resolute courage
and steadfast commitment in
neutralising multiple attempts
by the western adversary of
breaching the security, he
said that the troops upheld the
highest standards of military
professionalism.

“The visit reaffirmed the
nation's gratitude towards its
armed forces and reinforced
the message of unity, readiness,
and unwavering national com-
mitment,” the ministry said.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.




@orissa

TUESDAY | MAY 20, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

national

wither in pain!”

“ No ambulances!
No water! No

masks! This is ab-

ject failure. This isn't
about politics. This fire
accident should make
anyone with a heart

KT RAMA RAO I BRS WORKING PRESIDENT

REMAINING SCHOOLS REOPEN
IN 30 JAMMU BORDER AREAS

Schools near the India-Pakistan border in
Jammu reopened Monday after nearly 12
days of closure due to recent hostilities.

Institutions in 30 locations across Poonch,
Rajouri, Jammu, Samba, and Kathua dis-

tricts resumed as normalcy returns
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Rahul targets Jaishankar

After Pahal-
gam and the
India-Paki-
stan conflict, (it is
felt) that a Prime
Minister should
be like Indira
Gandhi to protect the country.
(She) Fought a war with Pakistan
and made Pakistan into parts. One
is Bangladesh, and the other is
Pakistan. Indiramma proved it 54
years ago

A REVANTH REDDY |

CHIEF MINISTER, TELANGANA

For the past
some time, -
apples im-

ported from Turkey [/ " A
and America have |«
hit apple growers

of Himachal : a8
Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir
... L will write to the Union govern-
ment and the prime minister to
ban apple imports from Turkey
SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU I

CHIEF MINISTER, HIMACHAL PRADESH

a self-reliant farm- L
=4
bank loan disbursal

Only through L
‘ cooperatives,
=
e 4
er can be realised. =
/. ~d
to over 23,000 crore in eight years

the dream of ‘
Rise in cooperative |
is a remarkable achievement

YOGI ADITYANATH I
CHIEF MINISTER, UTTAR PRADESH

POST
| OF THE DAY

What is your
opinion about
Ola?

India’s young
generation is
being sacrificed
in the name of

nation building.
They are losing their health and
mental sanity working at toxic
work cultures in Indian companies.
A recent incident at Ola, which is

- being suppressed by the company.

@DefiantDevii

SHORT TAKES

™ pirated NCERT books
worth 32.4c¢r seized

New Delhi: The Delhi Police has
busted a major piracy racket
by seizing over 1.7 lakh pirated
NCERT textbooks worth more
than 2.4 crore and arresting
three persons, including a
father-son duo, an official said
Monday. “Prashant and Nishant
had a shop where police

found a large stock of pirated
educational books being sold
under the guise of genuine
NCERT material. The racket
was unearthed following a tip-
off received by the police May
16 regarding the sale of pirated
NCERT (National Council of
Educational Research and
Training) books from a shop

on Mandoli Road,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police said.

[ AAP protests at
Mayor’s office

New Delhi: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) councillors held

a sit-in outside Delhi Mayor
Raja Igbal Singh’s office
Monday, protesting the
omission of a proposal to roll
back user charges from the
House agenda. Following the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) polls last month, when
the BJP came to power and
appointed its mayor, the party
April 25 promised to roll back
the user charge.

[ Storm in HP: 2 dead
as tree crushes truck

Shimla/Dharamshala: Two
people were killed in a fierce
storm that swept Kangra and
Mandi districts early Monday
morning. The two were killed
as a massive tree fell on a
parked truck in the Khowa
Panchayat of Nagarota Bagwan
of Kangra around 4.30 am.
Sanjeev Kumar, 42, a resident
of Dehra Gopipur, and Tekram
Chand, 48, a resident of Ridhi
Baroh, Kangra, were sleeping
in the truck.
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Gandhi says his
silence ‘damning’; it's
Pak’s language, says BJP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: Lead-
er of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi Monday
launched a fresh attack on
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, saying his silence
on the number of aircraft In-
dia “lost” after Pakistan was
“informed” about the military
action under Operation Sindoor
is “damning”.

The BJP hit back, accusing
Gandhi of speaking the “lan-
guage of Pakistan” and asking
whether the Congress party
was truly serious about sup-
porting the nation.

Gandhi had earlier also tar-
geted Jaishankar on the issue,
suggesting that the Indian side
informed Pakistan ahead of the
military strikes on terrorist in-
frastructure in Pakistan and Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

However, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) had

described Gandhi’s claims
that Jaishankar acknowledged
India having alerted Pakistan
before the launch of Operation
Sindoor May 7 as “utter misrep-
resentation”.

“EAM Jaishankar’s silence
isn’t just telling, it’s damning.
So I'll ask again: How many
Indian aircraft did we lose
because Pakistan knew?” he
asked in a post on X.

“This wasn’t a lapse. It was a
crime. And the nation deserves
the truth,” Gandhi also said.

New e-Zero FIR to help
nab cyber criminals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: The In-
dian Cybercrime Coordination
Centre (I4C), which comes un-
der the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, introduced the new e-Ze-
ro FIR initiative to nab cyber-
criminals with unprecedented
speed, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said Monday.

Started as a pilot project for
Delhi, the new system will au-
tomatically convert into FIRs
cyber financial crimes filed
on the National Cybercrime
Reporting Portal (NCRP) and
helpline number 1930, initially
above the threshold limit of 310
lakh, he said.

The minister said the pro-
cess of issuing FIRs electron-
ically, irrespective of territo-
rial jurisdiction, will soon be
extended to the entire nation.

This initiative will enable
easy restoration of money
lost by victims and facilitate
punitive action against cyber
criminals. It leverages the
provisions of the recently in-
troduced criminal laws, an
official statement said.

“The MHA'’s Indian Cyber-
crime Coordination Centre

Govt mulls changes to Atomic Energy Act,

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: Govern-
ment is considering amend-
ments to the laws governing
the nuclear power domain, in-
cluding the sectoral regulator,
to allow participation of private
sector as India eyes to produce
100 GW atomic energy by 2047.

Government sources said
amendments were being con-
sidered to the Atomic Energy
Act to allow private sector par-
ticipation and the Civil Liabil-
ity for Nuclear Damage Act to
limit the liability on suppliers
of equipment to build atomic
energy plants.

The government is also con-
sidering regulatory reforms
and is evaluating the model of
Indian National Space Promo-
tion and Authorization Center
(INSPACe) which acts as the
promoter and regulator for the
space sector that was opened up

(I4C) introduced the new e-Ze-
ro FIR initiative to nab any
criminal with unprecedented
speed.”

“Launched as a pilot project
for Delhi, the new system will
automatically convert cyber fi-
nancial crimes filed at NCRP
or 1930 to FIRs, initially above
the threshold limit of ¥10 lakh.
The new system, which will
drive investigations swiftly
cracking down on cybercrim-
inals, will soon be extended to
the entire nation,” Shah wrote
on ‘X’.

The home minister said the
Modi government is bolstering
the cybersecurity grid to build
a cyber-secure Bharat.

The 14C was established by
the MHA in New Delhi to pro-
vide a framework and ecosys-
tem for law enforcement agen-
cies to deal with cybercrime in
a coordinated and comprehen-
sive manner.

The I4C is envisaged to act as
the nodal point to curb cyber-
crime in the country.

This is a significant step to
achieve Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s vision of a ‘Cy-
ber Secure Bharat’, the official
statement said.

for private participation in 2020.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced opening
up of the nuclear power sector
which has been restricted to
public sector companies. The
Nuclear Power Corporation of
India Limited operates atomic
power plants across the country
that contribute 8.7 GWe to the
country’s energy mix.

Sitharaman also announced
the Nuclear Energy Mission
for research and development
of Small Modular Reactors
(SMR) with an outlay of 20,000
crore and to operationalise five
indigenously developed SMRs
by 2033.

The Department of Atomic
Energy officials has recently
said that the Nuclear Energy
Mission aims to leverage private
sector participation, streamline
regulatory frameworks, and
scale up nuclear power produc-
tion to meet India’s increasing

The Congress leader earlier
shared an undated video clip
of Jaishankar and wrote, “In-
forming Pakistan at the start of
our attack was a crime. EAM
has publicly admitted that GOI
(Government of India) did it.”

“Who authorised it? How
many aircraft did our air force
lose as a result,” the Congress
leader asked.

“The external affairs min-
ister had stated that we had
warned Pakistan at the start,
which is clearly the early

6 more alleged
spies arrested

AGENCIES

Gurugram/ Chandigarh/
Hyderabad, May 19: Police
have arrested six more per-
sons, on charge of espionage,
in Punjab, Haryana, UP and
Telangana, according to re-
ports, Monday.

The police identified the ar-
rested accused as Mohammad
Tarif, a resident of the Kangar-
ka village in the Nuh district
of Haryana. He is accused of
leaking intelligence informa-
tion of military activities to
Pakistan.

Investigation revealed that
some data from a Pakistani
WhatsApp number was found
deleted from his mobile phone.

In another case, Punjab
Police Monday said it has ar-
rested two persons for alleged-
ly sharing sensitive military
information with Pakistan’s
intelligence agency ISI.

Preliminary findings estab-
lish that the accused were al-
legedly in direct contact with
ISI handlers and had trans-
mitted critical information
concerning the Indian Armed
Forces, said Director General
of Police Gaurav Yadav .

In the third case, an alleged
agent of ISI was arrested in
UP’s Rampur Sunday. Accused
Shahzad is a resident of Tan-
da in Rampur. Meanwhile, a
major terror bid was foiled in
Hyderabad Sunday after two
men, suspected of planning
blasts in the city, were arrest-
ed. According to the police, the
two accused, Siraj Ur Rehman
(29) and Syed Sameer (28), have
suspected links with an ISIS
module in Saudi Arabia.

Earlier, six people were
nabbed on similar charges
from Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh.

energy demands.

Foreign nuclear power firms
had evinced interest in setting
up atomic power plants in India
after it secured a waiver from
the Nuclear Suppliers Group to
engage in global nuclear trade.
The NSG waiver came after the
landmark India-US civil nuclear

phase after Operation Sindoor’s
commencement,” the external
publicity (XP) division of the
ministry said.

“This is being falsely rep-
resented as being before the
commencement. This utter
misrepresentation of facts is
being called out,” it said in a
brief statement.

BJP leaders slammed Rahul
Gandhi for questioning the gov-
ernment’s handling of a recent
conflict, accusing him of disre-
specting the armed forces and
echoing Pakistan’s propaganda.

Amit Malviya called his
remarks “sinister,” while
Pradeep Bhandari labeled him
“complicit” in spreading an-
ti-India narratives.

In response, Congress leader
Pawan Khera defended Gandhi,
saying he raised valid concerns
based on external affairs state-
ments and questioned the gov-
ernment’s transparency.

Khera accused the BJP of po-
liticizing national security and
demanded answers on aircraft
losses and the role of foreign
powers, especially the US and
China, in mediating the conflict
and influencing India’s actions.

et

MANIPUR VIOLENCE

NIA arrests militant involved in

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

brutal killing of woman__in Jir.ib_am

New Delhi, May 19: The Na-
tional Investigation Agency
(NIA) has arrested from Kerala
amilitant of a banned insurgent
group involved in the brutal
killing of a woman and looting
of houses in a village in Mani-
pur’s Jiribam district last year,
officials said Monday.

Rajkumar Maipaksana was
arrested from Kannur district
of Kerala and has been sent in
transit remand by the NIA spe-
cial court, Kochi, for production
before the Imphal NIA court,
they said.

Hailing from Jiribam dis-
trict, Rajkumar is associated
with the proscribed insurgent
group People’s Revolutionary
Party of Kangleipak (PREPAK),
a statement issued by the probe
agency said.

He was among the key perpe-
trators of the crime, in which a
woman, Zosangkim, was Kkilled
and several houses were set
afire and looted in Zairawn vil-
lage in November 2024, it said.

The NIA had last week arrest-

p—

ed two other accused militants,
belonging to different militant
outfits, in the case.

The agency is continuing
with its investigations and is
hunting for the other perpetra-
tors of the horrendous crime,
the statement said.

The 31-year-old tribal woman,
who was killed November 7, was
subjected to third-degree torture
and suffered 99 per cent burns,
according to her autopsy report.

Several body parts and limbs
of the victim were missing and
viscera for chemical analysis
could not be collected as most
were charred and unrecognis-
able, according to the report.

“Right upper limb and parts
of both lower limbs and the fa-
cial structure found missing,”
it stated.

PTI PHOTO -
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A woman rides a bicycle as clouds gather in the sky during a summer afternoon, in Nadia, West Bengal, Monday

36,200 CRORE BANK LOAN FRAUD CASE

ED arrests ex-UCO Bank CMD Goel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: The En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
Monday said it has arrested
former UCO Bank CMD Sub-
odh Kumar Goel on money
laundering charges in an al-
leged bank loan fraud case of
more than %6,200 crore linked
to a Kolkata-based company.

Goel was arrested from his
residence here May 16 in the
case being probed against
Concast Steel and Power Ltd
(CSPL) and others.

He was produced before the
special Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) court
in Kolkata May 17 which sent
him to ED custody till May 21,
the federal probe agency said
in a statement.

The ED had raided the prem-
ises of Goel and some others in

deal of 2008.

However, the Civil Liability
for Nuclear Damage Act of 2010
proved to be an impediment for
private sector participation.
The private sector termed cer-
tain provisions of the law were
unacceptable and contradicted
the international Convention

April as part of this investiga-
tion.

The money laundering case
stems from a CBI FIR related
to the sanction of credit facil-
ities to CSPL and subsequent
large-scale “diversion” and
“siphoning” of loans amount-

ing to %6,210.72 crore (principle
amount without interest).

The ED claimed that during
the tenure of Goel as the CMD
of UCO Bank, large credit fa-
cilities were “sanctioned” to
CSPL which were subsequent-
ly “diverted” and “siphoned
off” by the borrower group.

In turn, it alleged, Goel re-
ceived “substantial illegal grat-
ification” from CSPL.

“The illegal gratification
was layered and channelled
through various entities to
give a facade of legitimacy.
Investigation revealed that
Goel received cash, immovable
properties, luxury goods, hotel
booking etc routed through a
web of shell companies, dum-
my persons and through family
members to conceal the crim-
inal origin of the money,” the
ED said.

nuclear liability law

Government sources said
amendments were being
considered to the Atomic
Energy Act to allow private
sector participation and the
Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act to limit the liability
on suppliers of equipment to
build atomic energy plants

he government is also

considering regulatory
reforms and is evaluating the
model of Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorization
Center (INSPACe) which acts
as the promoter and regulator
for the space sector that
was opened up for private
participation in 2020

for Supplementary Compensa-
tion for Nuclear Damage (CSC).

The government expects the
private sector to pitch in with
investments to achieve the tar-
get of producing 100 GWe nucle-
ar power by 2047.

The officials said that around
50 per cent of the 100 GW target
is expected to come from Pub-
lic-Private Partnerships (PPP).

A parliamentary panel has al-
so recommended establishing a
robust financial model that in-
cludes government incentives,
Viability Gap Funding (VGF),
and sovereign guarantees to at-
tract both domestic and foreign
investments.

The Committee had suggest-
ed that expediting legislative
amendments to the Atomic
Energy Act and Civil Liability
for Nuclear Damage Act to en-
courage private investment in
nuclear power generation.

India plans to set up private
sector SMRs of 220 MW Bharat
Small Reactors (BSR) for cap-
tive use. NPCIL had recently
invited Request for Proposals
from Indian industries for set-
ting up 220 MW BSRs for cap-
tive use.
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| Trump dials Putin,

ot Ll

The next two
weeks will
decide the
future of Poland

DONALD TUSK I POLAND
PRIME MINISTER

Walmart will ==
be absorbing
some of the e Aol
Ly -
tariffs, some may =
get passed on to
consumers

SCOTT BESSENT |
US TREASURY SECRETARY

The tariff is
‘ fascinating
because of

the 100%...'m not
an expert in that
area of econom-
ics, but | feel that
means Trump is saying he s going
to take all the money. And then
what do we get?

WES ANDERSON I AMERICAN FILM DIRECTOR

SHORT TAKES

[ Spain cracks
down on Airbnb

Madrid: Spain has

ordered Airbnb to block
more than 65,000 holiday
listings on its platform for
having violated rules, the
Consumer Rights Ministry
said Monday. The ministry
said that many of the
65,935 Airbnb listings it had
ordered to be withdrawn
did not include their
license number or specify
whether the owner was an
individual or a company.
Others listed numbers
that didn't match what
authorities had. Spain is
grappling with a housing
affordability crisis that

has spurred government
action against short-term
rental companies. In
recent months, tens of
thousands of Spaniards
have taken to the streets
protesting rising housing
and rental costs, which
many say have been driven
up by holiday rentals on
platforms like Airbnb that
have proliferated in cities
like Madrid and Barcelona
and many other popular
tourist destinations. Last
year, Barcelona announced
a plan to close down all

of the 10,000 apartments
licensed in the city as
short-term rentals by

2028 to safeguard the
housing supply for full-time
residents.

B UK, EU ink
new deals

London: Britain and the
European Union hailed

a new chapter in their
relationship on Monday
after they sealed new
agreements on defense
cooperation and easing
trade flows at their first
formal summit since
Brexit. Prime Minister
Keir Starmer, who met
European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen and other senior
EU officials in London

for talks, said the deals
will slash red tape, grow
the British economy and
reset relations with the
27-nation trade bloc
since the UK left the EU

in 2020. “Britain is back
on the world stage,”
Starmer said. “This deal
is a win-win.” Von der
Leyen called the talks a
“historic moment" that
benefits both sides. More
broadly, she said it sends
a message at a time of
global upheaval that the
U.K. and EU are “natural
partners standing side-by-
side on the global stage".
Britain's opposition
parties slammed the deals
as backtracking on Brexit.
“We're becoming a rule-
taker from Brussels once
again," Conservative Party
leader Kemi Badenoch
said. Under the deals, a
new UK-EU defence and
security partnership will
allow the UK to access
a EU defence loan
programme worth 150
billion euros

(USD 170 billion.)

REUTERS

Moscow/ Washington, May
19: US President Donald Trump
said Monday that Russia and
Ukraine ‘will immediately start
negotiations’ toward a ceasefire
and an end to their three-year-
old war, speaking after he held
a call with Russia's President
Vladimir Putin.

“Negotiations between Rus-
sia and Ukraine will begin
immediately,” Trump said in
a Truth Social post following
his call with Putin, which last-
ed two hours.

After the call, Putin said
efforts to end the war were
“generally on the right track”
and that Moscow was ready to
work with Ukraine on a poten-
tial peace deal.

“We have agreed with the pres-
ident of the United States that
Russia will propose and is ready
to work with the Ukrainian side
on a memorandum on a possible
future peace accord,” Putin told
reporters near the Black Sea re-
sort of Sochi.

There was no immediate
comment from Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskiy on
the statement that talks would
begin immediately. A source fa-
miliar with the matter earlier
said Zelenskiy spoke "for a few
minutes" with Trump before

China plans to accelerate
dam construction in Pak

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, May 19: China has
announced plans to accelerate
work on a “flagship” dam in
Pakistan to ease pressure on
its all-weather ally, weeks af-
ter India placed the 1960 Indus
Waters Treaty IWT) in abey-
ance following the Pahalgam
terror attack, according to a
media report.

The state-owned China En-
ergy Engineering Corpora-
tion has been working on the
Mohmand Hydropower Project
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince in north-western Pakistan
since 2019.

The project was scheduled to
be completed next year.

On Saturday, state broadcast-
er CCTV reported that concrete
filling on the dam had started,
marking “a critical construc-
tion milestone and a phase of
accelerated development for
this national flagship project
of Pakistan”, the Hong Kong-
based South China Morning
Post reported.

The project officially began
in September 2019 and was
scheduled to be completed next
year.

The move comes ahead of
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar’s
visit to Beijing Monday for
talks with top Chinese diplomat
Wang Yi.

the U.S. leader's call with Putin.

Kyiv has said it is ready for
a ceasefire now while Moscow
has said conditions must be met
first. In his social media post,
Trump said the Vatican, “as
represented by the Pope, has
stated that it would be very in-
terested in hosting the negoti-
ations. Let the process begin!”

Putin and Trump spoke after
direct talks last week in Turkey
between Moscow and Kyiv,
the first since 2022 in the early
months of Russia's invasion of
Ukraine. Talks last week failed
to agree on a truce.

US Vice President JD Vance
earlier repeated a warning that
Washington could walk away
from the peace process.

Putin said the memorandum

ayear —

&& For an organisa-

tion working on the
ground in 150 countries with
a vast mission and mandate
that member states have
given us, USD 4.2 billion for
two years — or USD 2.1 billion
is not ambitious. It's
extremely modest

TEDROS ADHANOM GHEBREYESUS I
WHO DIRECTOR-GENERAL

RUSSIA OUTLAWS AMNESTY

Russian authorities Monday outlawed
Amnesty International as an “undesirable
organisation,” a label that under a 2015
law makes involvement with such organ-
isations a criminal offense. The decision
by the Russian Prosecutor General's of-
fice, announced in an online statement, is
the latest in the unrelenting crackdown on
Kremlin critics, journalists and activists

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

Lithuania takes
caIIs for ceasefire Belarus o top UN

court over mlgrants

would define “a number of po-
sitions, such as, for example,
the principles of settlement,
the timing of a possible peace
agreement.”

He said that if appropriate
agreements were reached, there
could be a ceasefire, adding that
direct talks between Russia and
UKkraine gave “reason to believe
that we are generally on the
right track.”

“The main thing for us is to
eliminate the root causes of this
crisis,” Putin said. “We just need
to determine the most effective
ways to move towards peace.”

He thanked Trump for sup-
porting the resumption of
direct talks between Moscow
and Kyiv and said Trump not-
ed Russia's support for peace,

though the key question was
how to move towards peace.
Trump, who has promised
to bring a swift end to Europe's
deadliest war since World War
Two, has repeatedly called for
a ceasefire after three years
when Washington joined other
Western countries in arming
Ukraine. European leaders have
said they want the United States
to join them in imposing tough
new sanctions on Russia for re-
fusing a ceasefire. The leaders of
Britain, France, Germany and
Italy spoke to Trump Sunday
ahead of his call with Putin.
Putin was speaking from
Russia's Black Sea resort of
Sochi while Trump was in
Washington. Shortly before the
call, Vance told reporters that
Washington recognised there
was “a bit of an impasse here.”
“And I think the president's
going to say to President Putin:
‘Look, are you serious? Are you
real about this?’” Vance said as
he prepared to depart from a
visit to Italy. “I think honestly
that President Putin, he doesn't
quite know how to get out of the
war,” Vance said.
He said it “takes two to tango.
I know the president's willing
to do that, but if Russia is not
willing to do that, then we're
eventually just going to say,
‘This is not our war.””

Chilli the dog wears has a chilli hat in the BBC Radio 2 Dog Garden at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show in London

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Vilnius, May 19: Lithuania is
asking the International Court
of Justice to rule that Belarus
breached its international obli-
gations by allegedly organising
the smuggling of migrants to its
territory and award it compen-
sation.

The Foreign Ministry in Vil-
nius said Lithuania filed its
case to the court in The Hague
Monday. It revolves around
alleged breaches by Belarus of
its obligations under the Unit-
ed Nations' Protocol against
the Smuggling of Migrants by
Land, Sea and Air.

The number of migrants ar-
riving at the borders of Euro-
pean Union member countries
from Belarus increased sharply
last year, and European author-
ities have accused Belarus of
helping migrants to get across.

In December, the EU gave a
green light to Poland and oth-
er countries on its eastern
flank to temporarily suspend
asylum rights when they be-
lieve that Belarus and Russia
are “weaponising” migrants

PTI PHOTO

to destabilise the bloc.

Lithuania said evidence it
has collected confirms the di-
rect involvement of Belarus in
organising migrant flows, in-
cluding an increase in flights
from the Middle East and
elsewhere by Belarusian state-
owned enterprises.

It alleges that after arriving
in Belarus many migrants were
escorted to the Lithuanian bor-
der by Belarusian security forc-
es and forced to cross it illegal-
ly. It added that Belarus' border
services refused to work with
Lithuania to stop illegal cross-
ings. The Lithuanian Foreign
Ministry said in a statement
that Vilnius is appealing to the
ICJ to hold Belarus accountable
under international law for vi-
olations of the migrant-smug-
gling protocol.

BIDEN DIAGNOSED
WITH AGGRESSIVE
PROSTATE CANCER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, May 19: Former
President Joe Biden has been
diagnosed with prostate cancer,
his office said Sunday.

The finding came after the
82-year-old reported urinary
symptoms, which led doctors to
discover a nodule on his pros-
tate. He was diagnosed with
prostate cancer on Friday, with
the cancer cells having spread
to the bone.

“While this represents a
more aggressive form of the
disease, the cancer appears to
be hormone-sensitive which al-
lows for effective management,"
his office said. "The President
and his family are reviewing
treatment options with his
physicians.”

In a post on X Monday morn-
ing, Biden posted a photo of
himself and his wife, Jill Biden,
and wrote: “Cancer touches us
all. Like so many of you, Jill
and I have learned that we are
strongest in the broken places.
Thank you for lifting us up with
love and support.”

Prostate cancers are graded
for aggressiveness using what's
known as a Gleason score. The
scores range from 6 to 10, with
8, 9 and 10 prostate cancers be-
having more aggressively.

CENTRIST DAN WINS ROMANIAN PRESIDENCY

REUTERS

Bucharest, May 19: Roma-
nia's European allies and mar-
kets welcomed centrist Nicu-
sor Dan’s presidential election
victory over a eurosceptic
hard-right rival Sunday, re-
lieved that the European Union
member had avoided a lurch to
a Donald Trump-inspired polit-
ical path.

Dan, a softly-spoken 55-year-
old mathematician and Bucha-
rest mayor, won 54% of votes
in the country of 19 million,
beating George Simion, a vocal
Trump admirer whose strong
showing in the first round of
voting this month had rattled
allies and investors.

“I told him Romania will
remain a firm ally in NATO,”
Dan said, adding defence in-
vestment was a focus. “At the
same time, we are counting on
NATO to guarantee Romania's
security.”

Dan also spoke to French
President Emmanuel Macron
and neighbouring Moldova’s
President Maia Sandu, who had
called the election result “a step
forward for democratic values
and our shared European path.”

Dan had pledged to fight cor-

ruption, maintain support for
Ukraine - where Romania has
played an important logistical
role - and keep the country in
the European mainstream.

In contrast, Simion, a
38-year-old nationalist, had
been critical of EU leadership
and opposed military aid to
Ukraine. His strong position be-
fore Sunday's run-off caused the
collapse of Romania's pro-West-
ern coalition government.

Dan, who must appoint a
new prime minister, was due to
meet Interim President Ilie Bo-

Poland set for kmfe -edge presidential runoff

WARSAW: The centrist and nationalist hopefuls contesting Poland's presidential election runoff began trying to win
over the supporters of eliminated candidates Monday, in a major test of the coalition government's pro-European
policies. A broad alliance led by Prime Minister Donald Tusk swept to power in 2023 promising to mend ties with

the European Union and undo judicial reforms implemented by the previous Law and Justice (PiS) rulers, which the
EU said undermined democracy. However, Tusk's agenda has been stymied by the veto powers of the outgoing
president, PiS-ally Andrzej Duda. Rafal Trzaskowski, from Tusk's ruling Civic Coalition (KO), narrowly led Karol
Nawrocki, the candidate backed by the conservative-nationalist PiS, on Sunday, by 31.4% to 29.5%, a much narrower
gap than opinion polls had suggested. But a surge in support for far-right and anti-establishment candidates left the
runoff on a knife-edge. An Opinia24 poll for private broadcaster TVN published after the first round gave Trzaskowski
46% in the runoff and Nawrocki 44%, with 10% undecided or refusing to say. The second round takes place on June

1. "We have to talk to everyone, the most important thing is the arguments," Trzaskowski, the mayor of Warsaw,
told reporters. "I'm glad that many young people went to the polls, but it's a great challenge to convince them to
vote for me." Nawrocki said he would seek support from both left and right. "My social agenda and the fact that I will
be the guardian of the social achievements of the Law and Justice government and Solidarity (trade union) make it
an offering for left-wing, socially sensitive circles too," he said. The far right achieved its best result ever. Slawomir
Mentzen of the Confederation party and Grzegorz Braun, who in 2023 caused international outrage by using a fire
extinguisher to put out Hanukkah candles in parliament, together scored over 21%.

lojan to discuss the transition
and upcoming coalition talks,
a political source said.
European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen was
one of the first to congratulate

Dan. "The Romanian people
have turned out massively to
the polls," she said on X. "They
have chosen the promise of an
open, prosperous Romania in a
strong Europe."

Portugal’s far-right Chega surges
as ruling party misses majority

LISBON: Portugal’s far-right Chega won a record vote share in Sunday’s
snap election and was vying to become the main opposition party as

the ruling centre-right Democratic Alliance (AD) again fell short of

a majority needed to end a long period of instability. Prime Minister
Luis Montenegro hailed the result as a vote of confidence in his AD
which won most seats in parliament. However, with votes from abroad
still to be counted, Chega could supplant the centre-left Socialists as
leader of the opposition, ending five decades of dominance by the two
major parties. “We've done what no other party has ever achieved in
Portugal. We can safely declare in front of all the country today that
bipartisanship in Portugal is over,” Chega leader Andre Ventura told
jubilant supporters in Lisbon. “Nothing will be as it was,” he said,
highlighting the fact that the continued rise of Chega, which he founded
just six years ago, proved most opinion polls wrong. Chega gained eight
seats for a total of 58 in the 230-seat parliament, winning a record 1.34
million votes, or 22.6%. In the previous vote, it won two out of four seats
reserved for overseas voters. Montenegro, whose AD won 89 seats - up
nine - and 32.7% of the vote, has refused to make deals with Chega and
said he would form a new minority government. Chega, which has allied
with Europe's hard-right, anti-immigration parties, such as Marine le
Pen's National Rally in France and Germany's AfD, has proposed tougher
sentences for criminals, including chemical castration for repeat rapists.
It has also called for an end to "open doors" immigration and accused
mainstream parties of perpetuating corruption.
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MF assets hit record of 765.74L-cr

Increase in assets shows the perspective of investors as contemporaries want to infuse money in aggressive mutual
funds. The sharp surge in asset base also reflected the number of folios reaching all-time high of 234.5 million

systems {3 \
are built E
to address
practical needs.
We aim to

deliver reliable

solutions to regions where
traditional logistics simply
can't keep up

SATYABRATA SATAPATHY | CEO, BONV AERO

While the

sentiment

index
shows a mar-
ginal decline
in both current
and future
sentiment scores compared
to Q4, this slight dip amidst
global uncertainties reflects
the strength and adaptability
of India's real estate sector
HARI BABU I PRESIDENT, NAREDCO

Improve-
b ment in the

credit pro-
file of some key
telecom service
providers, who _ 4\ ™k
are the custom-
ers for tower companies, has
eased the working capital
cycle of tower companies
ANKIT JAIN | VP, ICRA LTD
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I ICRA projects growth

New Delhi: ICRA Monday

- projected India's GDP growth
at 6.9 per cent in the quarter
ended March 31 and at 6.3
per cent for the full 2024-25
fiscal, undershooting the
National Statistics Office (NSO)
estimates made in February.
NSO had projected Indian
economy to grow at 6.5 per
cent in 2024-25. With economic
growth in June, September and
December quarter at 6.5 per
cent, 5.6 per cent and 6.2 per
cent respectively.

_l HMVL profit rises

New Delhi: Hindustan Media
Ventures Ltd Monday reported
an over four-fold rise in profit
after tax at ¥45.4 crore in the
fourth quarter ended March
2025, with its digital business
clocking strong revenue
growth. The company had
posted a consolidated profit
after tax of ¥10.74 crore in

the corresponding quarter of
preceding fiscal, HMVL said in
a regulatory filing.

I Power Grid profit flat

New Delhi: State-owned Power
Grid Corporation of India
Monday reported an almost
flat consolidated net profit of
%4,142.87 crore in the January-
March quarter of 2024-25
compared to the year-ago
period. The consolidated net
profit stood at ¥4,166.33 crore
in the quarter ended on March
31, 2024, a BSE filing showed.

I SBI's record $9.2bn profit

New Delhi: State Bank of India
posted record profits of about
USD 9.2 billion in fiscal ending
March 2025, becoming only
the third Indian company,
after Reliance Industries and
ONGC, to feature in the Global
Top 100 companies ranked by
net profit.

I Petronet reports profit

New Delhi: Petronet LNG Ltd
Monday reported Net profit

of ¥1,070.18 crore in January-
March, the fourth quarter of
April 2024 to March 2025 fiscal
was 23.4 per cent higher than
Z737.68 crore earning a year
back, according to a company's
stock exchange filing.

¥ DLF profit rises

New Delhi: DLF Ltd's
consolidated net profit jumped
by 39 per cent to ¥1,282 crore
in the January-March quarter
on higher revenue while its
sales bookings hit a record
321,223 crore in the whole
2024-25. The company's sales
bookings rose 44 per cent,

company said in filing. —

iuotel 2 8
Our

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: Mutual
fund assets surged 23 per cent
or over %12 lakh crore year-on-
year to reach a record of ¥65.74
lakh crore in FY25, propelled
by robust net inflows and
mark-to-market gains amid
buoyant equity and debt mar-
kets.

In comparison, the assets un-
der management of the indus-
try stood at 53.40 lakh crore in
March 2024.

"The asset base expanded
partly owing to mark-to-mar-
ket (MTM) gains, spurred by
equity markets clocking pos-
itive returns, as reflected in
the Nifty 50 TRI and Sensex
TRI rising 6 per cent and 5.9
per cent, respectively. Debt
markets also contributed pos-
itively through MTM gains,
supported by favourable yield
movements," according to the
Association of Mutual Funds in
India's (AMFTI) annual report
released Monday.

Also, the increase in AUM
was attributed to net inflows
summing up to %8.15 lakh
crore during fiscal 2025. The
sharp surge in asset base was
also reflected in the growing
numbers of investors, mutual
funds, with the number of fo-
lios reaching an all-time high
of 23.45 crore and an investor
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base of about 5.67 crore.

A notable trend in the fiscal
was a 33.4 per cent year-on-
year increase in folios of eq-
uity-oriented schemes to 16.38
crore. The scheme continued to
constitute a lion's share of the
folios at 70 per cent.

Also, the folios of hybrid
schemes increased by 16 per
cent to 1.56 crore, while other
schemes, including index funds
and exchange-traded funds
(ETF's), surged 48.3 per cent to
4.15 crore folios. In contrast,
debt-oriented scheme folios
declined 3 per cent to 69.5 lakh.

The systematic investment
plans (SIPs) were popular
among investors as flows into
this segment rose sharply, with

India's medical implant sector is on
a robust growth trajectory, driven
by strong domestic demand and
growing exports. India's implant sector, in-
cluding exports, is expected to reach $4.5 to
$5 billion by FY28, registering an impressive
CAGR of around 15-16 per cent. Addition-
ally, with supportive government policies
and a growing healthcare infrastructure,
the implant market is advancing towards
Atmanirbharta

KRUNAL MODI | DIRECTOR, CAREEDGE RATINGS

yearly contributions rising
by 45.24 per cent to 32.89 lakh
crore in FY25. This substan-
tial increase, along with MTM
gains, saw SIP assets rise 24.6
per cent to ¥13.35 lakh crore,
thereby accounting for 20.31
per cent share of the overall
MF industry's AUM.

As of March 2025, the indus-
try had a total of 5.34 crore
unique investors. Of this, 26
per cent or 1.38 crore were
women.

"This represents an increase
from 24.2 per cent in March
2024, underscoring the grow-
ing financial independence
and awareness among women.
The rise in literacy rates and
the growing presence of wom-

Supreme Court rejects
Vi plea for debt waivers

| i

REUTERS

New Delhi, May 19: India's
Vodafone Idea had its petition
to waive more than $5 billion in
debt it owes to the government
rejected by the Apex Court
Monday, dealing a major set-
back to the telecoms giant.

The company has struggled
to pay outstanding spectrum
and revenue-sharing dues since
alandmark 2019 Supreme Court
order widened the scope of rev-
enues on which the payments
are assessed.

The court also dismissed a
similar petition from larger
rival Bharti Airtel, but the re-
jection will have more of an im-
pact on Vodafone Idea, India's
third-biggest telecoms carrier
with an estimated net debt of

$25 billion as of September.

"We believe... very firmly,
these are misconceived writ
petitions," the court said, dis-
missing the requests.

Viapproached the court after
the government rejected its re-
quest for a waiver on interest
and penalties it owes on $9.76
billion in dues, which the com-
pany said was putting its sur-
vival at risk.

The firm, a joint venture
between UK-based Vodafone
Group Plc and India's Aditya
Birla Group, had asked the
judges to direct New Delhi to
act "in public interest" and
protect the "sensitive telecom
sector".

To help the company, the
government has gradually
converted part of the dues into

Vi shares dive
nearly 9%

New Delhi: Shares of Vodafone Idea
tanked nearly 9 per cent after the Su-
preme Court ruling against Vodafone
idea. The stock of the firm slumped
8.68 per cent to settle at ¥6.73 on the
BSE. During the day, it tumbled 12.21
per cent to 26.47. The company's
market valuation eroded by ¥6,933.95
crore to ¥72,914.86 crore. A bench
comprising Justices J B Pardiwala and
R Mahadevan called the pleas "mis-
conceived". The top court refused to
"come in the way of the government”
wanting to help the telecom com-
panies. The telecom companies had
alleged arithmetical errors in the cal-
culation of the AGR dues and sought it
to be rectified contending duplication
of entries but the top court on July 23,
2021 dismissed their pleas. Vodafone
sought a waiver of around ¥30,000
crore towards interest, penalty, and
interest on penalty components of its
AGR dues.

equity and increased its stake
in the company to 49%.

The ruling on adjusted gross
revenue has been the biggest
overhang for India's telecom
industry, increasing demands
on companies by billions of
dollars.

"No support will lead to a
point of no return," Vodafone
Idea CEO Akshaya Moondra
wrote in an April 17 letter to
the government. The company
"will not be able to operate be-
yond FY26".

"The request cannot be
considered," India's commu-
nications ministry wrote in
response on April 29.

en in the workforce have been
instrumental in enhancing
their economic contributions
and, as a result, women are
now emerging as a key partic-
ipant in the MF investor base,"
the report said.

Equity-oriented mutual
funds saw a record inflow of
%4.171akh crore, the highest ev-
er in a financial year. The net
inflows during the year exceed-
ed twice the net inflows in the
previous year. This, combined
with valuation gains, propelled
the AUM of equity-oriented
schemes by 25.4 per cent to
%29.45 lakh crore at March-
end 2025.

The surge in inflow across
sub-categories within equi-
ty-oriented schemes was part-
ly attributable to the success-
ful launch of new fund offers
(NFOs) during the year. A total
of 70 NFOs in the equity catego-
ry were launched in fiscal 2025,
collectively mobilising 85,244
crore, marking an increase
from the 58 schemes launched
in fiscal 2024, which garnered
339,297 crore.

Debt MF's registered net in-
flows of ¥1.38 lakh crore last fis-
cal against net outflows of 0.23
lakh crore in fiscal 2024. The
category's AUM jumped 20.5
per cent to %15.21 lakh crore in
March 2025 from %12.62 lakh
crore in March 2024.

FOXCONN INVESTS
$1.48BN IN INDIA

Apple vendor Foxconn has invested $1.48
billion in India unit, the company said in

a regulatory note. Foxconn has made an
investment in its Tamil Nadu unit, Yu-

zhan Technology (India) Private Limited,
through its Singapore-based arm. The
investment comes amid Apple's plans to
enhance the production of iPhones in India
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Market tumbles after
US credit rating falls

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, May 19: Benchmark
BSE Sensex dropped by 271
points Monday, marking the
second straight day of losses
due to selling in IT and bank-
ing stocks and a weak trend
in global markets after rating
downgrade of US by Moody's
Ratings.

The 30-share BSE barometer
declined 271.17 points or 0.33
per cent to settle at 82,059.42.
During the day, it dropped
366.02 points or 0.44 per cent
to a low of 81,964.57.

The NSE Nifty dipped 74.35
points or 0.30 per cent to
24,945.45. Among Sensex firms,
Eternal, Infosys, Tata Consul-
tancy Services, Tech Mahin-
dra, Reliance Industries, Asian
Paints, HCL Tech and Adani
Ports were the laggards.

Power Grid, Bajaj Finance,
NTPC, State Bank of India and
IndusInd Bank were among the
gainers.

Among sectors, realty, phar-
ma, and auto shares advanced
while IT declined by over a
percent.

Markets languished in neg-
ative territory for major part
of the trading session as weak
Asian and European indices
resulted in investors resort-
ing to profit-taking in IT, capi-
tal goods and oil & gas shares,
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities

Shah inaugurates Falcon
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Gujarat, May 19: Falcon Agri-
friz Foods Private Limited in-
augurated its state-of-the-art,
fully automated frozen potato
products manufacturing facil-
ity in Mehsana, Gujarat. The
plant was inaugurated by Amit
Shah, Home Minister of India
along with Bhupendra Patel,
CM Gujarat; Balvantsinh Ra-
jput, Minister of Industries,
Gujarat; Mayankbhai Nayak,
MP, Rajya Sabha; Haribhai
Patel, MP, Mehsana; and Tara
Ranjan Patnaik, Chairman, Fal-
con Group.

The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) was signed
between Falcon Group and the
Government of Gujarat. The
group has invested approxi-
mately 1,050 crore in the state,
aiming to transform Gujarat
into a global hub for frozen po-
tato-based products.

In the last four decades, the
Falcon Group has championed
growth rooted in quality, trust,
and innovation. The company
has set its sights on making In-
dia a leader in processed potato
exports. The company’s journey
from farm to fork is powered by
deep-rooted quality controls.

new manufacturing facility
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The process starts with seed cul-
tivation in the northern states
like Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
and Uttarakhand, where every
seed is under expert supervision
and then transported to Gujarat
for commercial farming via Fal-
con’s robust contract farming
network.

Built in less than two years, it
is among India’s most advanced,
green, and 100% automated food
processing plants.

At the event, Patnaik said,
"Gujarat has always held a
special place in India’s agri-
cultural landscape, and for
Falcon, it was a natural choice.
The state’s abundant potato
production, resilient farming
community, and pro-business
environment made it the per-
fect home for our flagship fa-
cility. This plant represents
more than manufacturing; it
embodies our philosophy of
future-forward, responsible
growth. We aim to produce ef-
ficiently, sustainably, and with
the highest global standards.
Looking ahead, our ambition is
to make Falcon a global leader
in food processing by expand-
ing into new markets, driving
innovation, and staying true to
our values.”

Ltd, said.

Also Moody's downgrading
US credit rating by a notch
over the weekend created some
sort of uncertainty amongst in-
vestors, Tapse added.

Indian equity markets ex-
tended their losses for a second
consecutive day on Monday,
dragged down by a combination
of weak global cues, sharp sell-
ing in IT stocks, and rising vol-
atility, Gaurav Garg, Analyst,
Lemonn Markets Desk, said.

Investor sentiment took a
hit after Moody's downgraded
the US sovereign credit rating
to 'Aal’, citing the nation's
surging USD 36 trillion debt,
he said.

Global markets echoed this
nervousness. Asian and Eu-
ropean equities traded mostly
lower... Garg added. The broad-
er market witnessed a mixed
performance as the BSE small-
cap gauge climbed 0.75 per cent
and midcap index ended up by
0.27 per cent.

Among sectoral indices,
BSE Focused IT declined 1.33
per cent, IT (1.23 per cent),
teck (1.07 per cent), oil & gas
(0.32 per cent), telecommunica-
tion (0.24 per cent) and capital
goods (0.16 per cent). Realty
jumped 2.22 per cent, health-
care (0.58 per cent), utilities
(0.42 per cent), auto (0.41 per
cent), power (0.36 per cent)
and financial services (0.32
per cent).

Z climbs 15 paise
to 85.42 against §

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, May 19: The rupee
appreciated 15 paise to settle
at 85.42 against the US dollar
Monday, on weak US dollar in-
dex and a decline in crude oil
prices. Forex traders said global
investors were also cautious as
global rating agency Moody's
downgraded US investment
grade rating, leading to a fall in
dollar index.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the domestic unit
opened at 85.43 and moved be-
tween the intra-day high of 85.35
and the low of 85.61 against the
greenback. The unit ended the
session at 85.42, registering a
gain of 15 paise over its previ-
ous closing level.

Last week, the rupee pared its
gains and settled 3 paise lower
at 85.57 against the dollar.

"We expect the rupee to trade
with a positive bias amid per-
sistent weakness in US dol-
lar index and a weak tone in
global crude oil prices," Anuj
Choudhary — Research Analyst
at Mirae Asset Sharekhan said,
adding weak domestic equities
capped a sharp upside.

"USD-INR spot price is expect-
ed to trade in a range of 85.10 to
85.65," he noted. Meanwhile, the
dollar index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against a
basket of six currencies, was
trading lower by 0.86 per cent
at 100.22. US dollar weakened as
Moody's downgraded US credit
rating to AA1 from AAA. Eco-
nomic data from the US released
Friday too disappointed the
markets, Choudhary said.

IPO BUZZ: MARKET EXPECTS OVERRI1,000CR IN MAY

India's IPO market rebounds with 6 companies,
including The Leela owner, Borana Weaves and Belrise
Industries starting off this week. Experts also believe
that the economy is buoyant, and IPO market in 2025
will yield good return, seems promising

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: After
a tepid start to 2025, the IPO
market is getting back on track
with six main-board compa-
nies, including Schloss Ban-
galore , owner of luxury hotel
chain The Leela, are set to float
their initial share-sales this
month to collectively mobilise
over 11,000 crore, investment
banking sources said Monday.

Of the six firms, Borana
Weaves and Belrise Indus-
tries will launch their IPOs

this week.

Borana Weaves will float its
%144-crore IPO on May 20, while
Pune-based Belrise Industries'
32,150-crore IPO will open on
May 21. The remaining four
companie, Schloss Bangalore
Ltd, which operates Leela Pal-
aces Hotels & Resorts, Aegis
Vopak Terminals, Arisinfra
Solutions Ltd, and Scoda Tubes
are expected to file their IPOs
next week.

Moreover, the firms will an-
nounce their price bands this
week, the investment banking

sources said. Together, these
six companies are expected to
raise 11,669 crore.

Overall, there has been a
slowdown in new listings as
only 10 firms came out with

their IPOs in 2025 so far, owing
to volatility in the equity mar-
ket driven by a combination of
global and domestic factors.
This shift followed a remark-
able 2024, in which 91 maiden

public issues collectively raised
%1.6 lakh crore, driven by ro-
bust retail participation, a re-
silient economy, and booming
private capital expenditure.

Despite the slowdown, an
impressive number of docu-
ments are getting filed and
waiting for market conditions
to stabilize.

According to Axis Capital
IPO Market Update May 2025,
57 companies have received fi-
nal observations from the mar-
kets regulator and another 74
firms are awaiting final Sebi's
observations, which is neces-
sary to float public issues.

These companies planning
to raise funds through IPOs are
staggered across sectors such
as solar renewables, co-work-
ing spaces, pharma-health-
care, cable-wire-electrical,
tubes-pipes, manufacturing,

chemicals, realty, Indian arms
of global MNCs, and even film
entertainment among others.

As for Schloss Bangalore,
the company's proposed IPO is
a combination of a fresh issue
of equity shares worth 3,000
crore and an offer-for-sale
(OFS) of stocks valued 2,000
crore by promoter Project Bal-
let Bangalore Holdings (DIFC)
Pvt Ltd, according to the draft
papers.

Aegis Vopak Terminals, a
subsidiary of Aegis Logistics
Ltd, is aiming to raise 3,500
crore from a fresh issue of eq-
uity shares. Technology-driven
construction material provider
ArisInfra Solutions Ltd plans
to garner 3600 crore via initial
share-sale and Gujarat-based
Scoda Tubes' IPO is entirely a
fresh issue of equity shares ag-
gregating up to 3275 crore.
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BCCI dismisses reports of

withdrawal from Asia Cup

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: The BC-
CI Monday termed as "specula-
tive and imaginary" the report
which claimed that it has decid-
ed to pull out of men's Asia Cup
and women's Emerging Teams
Asia Cup.

A media report, quoting
sources, said that BCCI won't
let Indian teams compete in
the two Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) events at a time when the
cricket body is being headed by a
Pakistani and just days back the
two neighbouring nations were
involved in a military conflict.

Pakistan's interior minister
Mohsin Naqvi, who is also PCB
Chairman, holds the position of
President in the ACC.

Defending champions India
are the hosts for the Men's Asia
Cup, to be played in the T20
format, in September while
Sri Lanka have been allotted
the Women's Emerging Teams
Asia Cup.

"Since this morning, it has
come to our notice about some
news items about BCCI's deci-
sion not to participate in the
Asia Cup and Women's Emerg-
ing Teams Asia Cup, both ACC
events. Such news is devoid of
any truth as till now, the BCCI

SHORT TAKES

_Guardiola confident

of UCL qualification

Manchester: Manchester City
head coach Pep Guardiola is
'absolutely' confident that his
team will secure UEFA Champions
League qualification with just two
games remaining in the season.
City are sixth in the table with
two matches remaining, but if
they beat Bournemouth, which is
their game in hand, they would
move into third spot ahead of a
final-day away game at Fulham,
with the top five making it to

the Champions League next
season. “Absolutely,” he said
when asked if he was confident
of qualifying for the UCL. “Of
course, it's important. We have
been the last 13, 14, 15 years in
the Champions League but if we
don’t, we don’t deserve it, and we
will play the Europa League. I'm
thinking we are going to qualify,"
said Guardiola in the pre-game
conference. City expended a lot
of energy in the 1-0 FA Cup final
defeat to Crystal Palace, with
33-year-old captain De Bruyne
playing over 100 minutes against
the Eagles.

Diksha finishes tied-9th;
Hitaashee tied-12th

Hilversum: Indian golfer Diksha
Dagar came up with steady 71 in
the final round to finish tied-9th
with an overall score of 4-under
212 in the Dutch Ladies Open,

a part of the Ladies European
Tour, here. It was the 24-year-old
Diksha's fourth top-10 finish as
she produced rounds of 71, 70
and 71 over three days. Behind
Diksha, who has been on the
Ladies European Tour (LET) since
2019, were rookies Hitaashee
Bakshi (71-73-69) at tied-12th,
and Avani Prashanth (77-70-67)
at t-19th. England's Mimi Rhodes
continued her sensational rookie
season to claim her third LET
title. She finished two shots clear
of the field at the Goyer Golf &
Country Club.

Shuttlers eye turnaround

Kuala Lumpur: Star Indian
shuttlers PV Sindhu and HS
Prannoy will look to script

a turnaround in fortunes

when they lead the country's
campaign at the $475,000
Malaysia Masters Super 500
tournament beginning here
Tuesday. Both Sindhu and
Prannoy have endured a tough
phase of late, struggling with
form and fitness. The duo

lost their respective matches
against Indonesia and Denmark
in the Sudirman Cup last month
— their last competitive outing.
With a two-week break under
their belt, the experienced
shuttlers will now be eager to
rediscover their rhythm at the
Axiata Arena.

has not even discussed or tak-
en any such steps regarding
the ensuing ACC events, leave
alone writing anything to the
ACC," BCCI secretary Devajit
Saikia to PTI.

Saikia added that BCCI is fo-
cussed on ensuring the smooth
conduct of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) and the upcoming

Since this morning,
it has come to our
notice about some
news items about
BCCI's decision not to
participate in the Asia Cup
and Women's Emerging
Teams Asia Cup, both
ACC events. Such news
is devoid of any truth as

till now, the BCCI has not
even discussed or taken
any such steps regarding
the ensuing ACC events,
leave alone writing any-
thing to the ACC

DEVAJIT SAIKIA | SECRETARY, BCCI

five-match Test series against
England beginning next month.
"At this stage, our prime focus
is on the ongoing IPL and the
subsequent England series, both
men and women. The Asia Cup
matter or any other ACC event
issue has not come up for dis-
cussion at any level, hence any
news or report on that is purely
speculative and imaginary. It
may be said that the BCCI, as
and when any discussion on any
ACC event takes place and any
important decision is reached,
the same will be announced
through the media," he added.

Khelo India Beach Games kick off,

PM calls it watershed moment

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Diu, May 19: The first-ever
Khelo India Beach Games be-
gan on Monday at Ghoghla
Beach in Diu, with more than
1,350 athletes from over 30
states and Union Territories
taking part. The event was
inaugurated by Union Sports
Minister Mansukh Mandavi-
ya and is being organised by
the Sports Authority of India
along with the administration
of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman & Diu.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in a message to the or-
ganisers, called the Khelo India
Beach Games a “watershed mo-
ment” in India’s sporting his-
tory. He said the Games would
strengthen India’s domestic
sports ecosystem and promote
coastal culture.

PM Modi said, “An amalga-
mation of sun, sand and wa-
ter, they enhance the physical
challenge and at the same time,
celebrate our coastal heritage.”

“The Khelo India Beach
Games promise to make waves
in India’s sporting calendar,”
he added.

The Games, which will run
till May 24, include competi-
tions in six medal sports: beach
soccer, beach volleyball, sepa-
ktakraw, kabaddi, pencaksilat
and open water swimming.

Additionally, mallakhamb
and tug-of-war will be held as
demonstration events.

Highlighting the significance
of the venue, PM Modi said,
“The choice of Diu as the venue
of the Khelo India Beach Games
is fitting.”

He also underlined the pow-
er of sports to unite the coun-
try. “In a nation as diverse as
ours, sports have always held
a unique power that unites cul-
tures, regions and languages.
The vibrant energy of sports
goes beyond entertainment
and has become a transforma-
tive force, symbolising nation-
al pride and aspirations of our
youth,” he said.

The opening ceremony also
featured cultural performances,
celebrating India’s traditional
dance forms and diversity.

SPORTS P12

SRH knock LSG out of play-offs race

The loss marked an
ordinary season for
LSG and their new
captain Rishabh Pant,
who could not live up
to his record

3217 crore price tag

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, May 19: Abhishek
Sharma smashed half a dozen
sixes in his 20-ball 59 to ensure
a convincing six-wicket win
for Sunrisers Hyderabad and
knock Lucknow Super Giants
out of the IPL play-offs race
here Monday.

Mitchell Marsh (65 off 39)
and Aiden Markram (61 off
38) struck high quality fifties
before Sunrisers Hyderabad
stemmed the flow of runs to
limit LSG to 205/7.

In the absence of his unwell
opening partner Travis Head,
Abhishek took the onus on him-
selfto provide a perfect launch pad
in the run chase before Heinrich
Klaasen (47 off 28) and Kamindu
Mendis (32 off 21) did the rest.

SRH were already out of the
competition and LSG needed a
win Monday night to stay alive
in the tournament. Both LSG
and SRH still have two more
games to play this season.

The highlight of SRH's run
chase was Abhishek milking
leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi for four
consecutive sixes with three of
them coming down the ground.
In the bowling department, the
sole bright spot for LSG was
leg-spinner Digvesh Rathi who
has had a stellar debut season.

When Rathi had Abhishek

HIL registration
window opens

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 19: More
than 1,000 men's and women's
players from across the world
are expected to sign up for the
Hockey India League's three-
month long registration pro-
cess, which began Monday.

HIL was revived last year
after a gap of seven years with
Shrachi Rarh Bengal Tigers
winning the men's title and Odi-
sha Warriors bagging the hon-
ours in the women's section.

Players from Netherlands,
Belgium, United Kingdom, Ger-
many, France, Australia, Spain,
Argentina, Ireland, South Afri-
ca, New Zealand, Malaysia and
South Korea besides India can
sign up for the registration pro-
cess in the men's section.

In the women's section, play-
ers from India, Netherlands,
Argentina, Belgium, China,
Australia, Germany, Spain,
United Kingdom, New Zealand,
Ireland, Chile, Japan, USA and
Scotland are eligible for regis-
tration.

The registration process for
2026 HIL will conclude August
20. "Building on the success
of the 2024-25 revival season,
which featured eight men's and
four women's franchises, the
upcoming edition promises to
be even bigger," said a Hockey
India release.

caught in the deep in the 8th
over, his trademark notebook
celebration followed but sec-
onds later the two competitors
found themselves in a heated
exchange that prompted quick
intervention from the umpires.

Earlier, Marsh and Markram
were simply sublime in the
powerplay, taking LSG to 69
for no loss.

Marsh began with a crisp
pull for a six off his Australian
captain Pat Cummins while
Markram targeted the straight
boundary against debutant
left-arm spinner Harsh Dubey
in second over of the innings.
Dubey, a record wicket-taker

in the latest Ranji Trophy sea-
son, was introduced rather ear-
ly and the LSG openers made
a conscious effort to target the
rookie.

Marsh cleared his left leg to
dispatch Dubey for a six over
long-on in the second ball of his
opening over before Markram
collected his first maximum of
the match with another straight
off the left-arm spinner in his
following over.

Markram was dropped in the
ninth over, making life tougher
for the visiting team. But SRH
finally got the breakthrough in
the 11th over when Dubey re-
turned to have Marsh caught

IPL STANDINGS
TEAM|(M (W(L | NRR |PTS

GT 1219 {3/0.795 | 18
RCB |12|8 |3 (0.482 | 17
PBKS |12 |8 |3 /0.389 | 17
Mi 127 |5|1.156 | 14
DC 12/ 6 |5|0.260 | 13
KKR |13|5 |6(0.193 | 12
LSG |12|5 |7 |-0.506| 10
SRH 124 |7 |-1.005| 9
RR 13| 3 |10|-0.701

CSK [12|3(9|-0.992| 6

at short third man, giving the
22-year-old his maiden IPL
wicket.

That brought Rishabh Pant
(7 off 6) to the crease with the
under-fire skipper deciding to
come ahead of Nicholas Pooran
at number three.

Pant, who has changed bat-
ting positions through the sea-
son with little success, once
again struggled before offering
a catch to pacer Eshan Malinga.

In overs 11-15, LSG could on-
ly managed 38 runs for the loss
of two wickets, impacting their
momentum adversely. Pooran
(45 off 26), who could not find the
sixes with the ease he normally
does, ensured his team crossed
the 200-run mark. Nitish Reddy,
bowling for the first time this
season, was given the 20th over
in which he conceded 20 runs.

Brief scores:

Lucknow Super Giants: 205 for
7 in 20 overs (Mitchell Marsh
65, Aiden Markram 61; Eshan
Malinga 2/28) lost to Sunrisers
Hyderabad: 206/4 in 18.2 overs
(Abhishek Sharma 59, Heinrich
Klaasen 47; Digvesh Rathi 2/37)

Scheffler pulls away late for
runaway PGA C’ship victory

Largest margin of victory in PGA Championship since 2012

REUTERS

Charlotte, May 19: Scottie
Scheffler was put to the test at
the PGA Championship Sunday
but stood tall in the face of ad-
versity as he corrected swing is-
sues in time to hold off a spirit-
ed effort by Spaniard Jon Rahm
for arunaway victory and third
career major title.

Scheffler began the day
with a seemingly comfortable
three-shot lead but what many
felt was an inevitable victory
turned into a back-nine tussle
as the world number one golfer
struggled off the tee early and
Rahm mounted a charge.

But like a true champion,
the unflappable Scheffler did
not panic and found his stride
on the homeward stretch while
Rahm, playing two groups
ahead, endured a stunning col-
lapse that robbed the final holes
of any drama.

Scheffler made two key bird-
ies midway through the back
nine to regain control just as
Rahm was falling apart and
went on to card an even-par
71 that left him at 11 under on
the week at the year's second
major.

BALLON D’OR GETS DATE IN PARIS

The elite trophy
ceremony is set to
take place September
22 with equal honours
for men and women

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Paris, May 19: The 2025 Ballon
d'Or ceremony will take place
on September 22 at the Theatre
du Chatelet in Paris, France
Football confirmed Monday. A
major new feature will see all
existing men's trophies (best
goalkeeper, best young player,
best scorer) also be awarded to
the women's category.

The Ballon d'Or will be an-
nounced a month earlier than
usual this year: while the last
ceremonies were held at the
end of October. The evening
will take place in the same pres-
tigious venue: the Theatre du
Chatelet, in the heart of Paris.
The players nominated for the
trophies will be announced in
the first half of August.

The trophy is organised by

France Football and 30 players
are nominated for the Ballon
d'Or and their names will be
submitted to the vote.

The votes are made by jour-
nalists. There are 100 for the
men's Ballon d'Or, and
50 for the women's -,
Ballon d'Or. Each +*
country in the
top 100 of the
FIFA rank-
ings (top 50 i
for wom- &
en) has a
journalist
represen-
tative who
votes for
the winner
of the most
prestigious in-
dividual trophy
in the world of
football. Each jour-
nalist must elect a top
10, each place of which
awards points to the nominat-
ed player. The player with the
most points is named Ballon
d'Or.

Three hierarchical criteria
are considered by Ballon d'Or
voters. First, individual perfor-

mances and decisive and im-
pressive character. Second, the
team aspect and trophies won.
Finally, class and fair play. The
criterion related to an indi-

; vidual's entire
career has

disap-

i

peared from the voting process
since the 2024 edition.

At the 2024 edition of the
awards, Rodrigo won the 2024
Men’s Ballon d'Or trophy and
in doing so, became the first
Manchester City player. Barce-
lona’s Aitana Bonmati became
the second woman to win the
Women’s Ballon d’Or consecu-
tively. Lamine Yamalt won the
Kopa trophy for his incredible
breakout season.

US Women’s national team
head coach Emma Hayes and
Los Blancos’ Carlo Ancelotti
had won the honour of women’s
and men’s coach of the year re-
spectively.

Aston Villa’s Emi Martinez
won the Yashin Trophy for his
heroics that won Argentina
their second consecutive Copa
America honour.

Kylian Mbappe and
Harry Kane’s incredible

goal-scoring prowess
7+ saw the duo share

the Gerd Muller Tro-
phy, which is awarded
to the highest goal scorer.
The duo ended their 2023-
24 tally on an astounding
52 goals each.

His five-stroke win is the
largest at the PGA Champion-
ship since Rory Mcllroy won by
eight in 2012.

Ryder Cup hopeful Harris
English, who began his day 11
shots adrift, shot a 65 that was
the low round of the day and
finished in a distant share of
second place alongside fellow
Americans Bryson DeCham-
beau (70) and Davis Riley (72).

Twice major champion Rahm

Finishing off a major
championship is
always difficult, and
I did a good job of
staying patient on the
front nine. | didn't have
my best stuff, but | kept
myself in it, and | stepped
up on the back nine and
had a really good nine
holes. That's about it

SCOTTIE SCHEFFLER

(73) gave Scheffler a scare ear-
ly on the back nine but came
apart in stunning fashion with
five dropped shots over his final
three holes to slide back into a
share of eighth place.

"Pretty fresh wound right
now," said Rahm. "But there's
been a lot of good happening
this week and a lot of positive
feelings to take for the rest of
the year."

Rahm, who began the day
five shots back of the lead and
playing two groups ahead of
Scheffler, took a while to get
going in the final round but
found his groove right in time
to set up some back-nine drama
at Quail Hollow Club.

Lineker to step down from BBC

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, May 19: Gary
Lineker, the England soccer
great-turned-media celebrity,
will leave his role as a present-
er for the BBC after facing criti-
cism for reposting an Instagram
story about Zionism which fea-
tured a picture of a rat.

The 64-year-old Lineker, who
is the British national broad-
caster's highest-paid presenter
on about 1.3 million pounds
($1.7 million) a year, was set to
leave flagship soccer highlights
show “Match of the Day” at the
end of this season but remain
with the BBC to front other
soccer coverage, including next

after sharing po

st on Zionism

year's men's World Cup.

However, the BBC said Mon-
day in a statement that Lineker
will step down entirely from the
corporation after the final “Match
of the Day” episode next weekend
in the wake of his decision to
share a post from the group, Pal-
estine Lobby, illustrated with a
picture of a rat, titled: “Zionism
explained in two minutes.”

Rats, linked to disease and
dirt, have been used to represent
Jews in antisemitic propaganda
throughout history, including by
the Nazis in 1930s Germany.

“Football has been at the
heart of my life for as long as
I can remember — both on
the pitch and in the studio,”
Lineker said in the BBC state-
ment. “I care deeply about the
game, and about the work I've
done with the BBC over many
years. As I've said, I would nev-
er consciously repost anything
antisemitic — it goes against
everything I stand for. “Howev-
er, I recognize the error and up-
set that I caused, and reiterate
how sorry I am. Stepping back
now feels like the responsible
course of action.”
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