
Thank God the airline's 
private now. At least, we 

know the exact number of 
crash victims

Soundarya’s observation US lawmaker killed FPIs show optimism Pranati bags bronze 
Actor Soundarya Sharma  says 
acting comes from doing, not 
learning, as one gets better only 
by doing the work

Man posing as cop shoots 
dead Minnesota lawmaker 
and her husband in 
politically-motivated attack

FPIs bring in `3,346.94 crore into the 
Indian stock markets this week, as 
investor confi dence rises after RBI’s 
rate cut decision 

Indian gymnast Pranati Nayak 
clinches a bronze medal in the vault 
fi nal at the 12th Sr Women's Asian 
Artistic Gymnastics Championships
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New Delhi/Bhubaneswar, 
June 14: Rajasthan's Ma-
hesh Kumar has topped 
the medical entrance exam 
NEET-UG, while Utkarsh 
Awadhiya from Madhya 
Pradhesh has bagged the 
second rank, the National 
Testing Agency (NTA) an-
nounced Saturday.

Odisha’s Snehasis Das 
secured 60th position in the 
top 100-list in NEET All In-
dia Rank (AIR), becoming 
the state topper. Das, a stu-
dent of DPS Kalinga, scored 
99.9972390 percentile. Anoth-
er student from the state, Pa-
bitra Sethy, has been placed 
6th in list of 10 SC category 
toppers by securing 180th 
position in NEET AIR.

More than 12.36 lakh can-
didates out of 22.09 lakh test 

takers qualifi ed the exam. 
The number is down from 
last year's 13.15 lakh quali-
fying candidates. However, 
the number of test takers 
was also higher last year at 
over 23.33 lakh.

Among the qualifying 
candidates this year, over 
7.2 lakh are females while 
over 5.14 lakh are males.

While 529 qualifying can-
didates are foreign nation-
als, 405 are NRIs and 606 are 
OCI card holders.

Maharashtra's Krishang 
Joshi and Delhi's Mrinal 
Kishore Jha bagged the 
third and fourth ranks, re-
spectively.

Among females, Delhi's 
Avika Aggarwal emerged 
topper, bagging the fi fth 
rank nationally.

The maximum qualifying 
candidates are from Uttar 

Pradesh (over 1.70 lakh), 
followed by Maharashtra 
(over 1.25 lakh) and Rajas-
than (over 1.19 lakh).

A total of 73 candidates 
have scored marks in the 
range of 651 to 686 out of 720 
while 1,259 candidates have 
scored between 601 to 650.

“The NTA conducts the 
exam and declares result 
based on the eligibility crite-
ria provided by the National 
Medical Council (NMC). The 
admitting authorities will 
now draw a merit list based 

on all India rank for the 
MBBS and BDS seats avail-
able in their jurisdiction,” 
said Col B Vijay Kumar, Di-
rector (Exams), NTA.

The National Eligibili-
ty-cum-Entrance Test-Un-
dergraduate (NEET-UG) is 
the largest entrance exam 
in the country in terms of 
the number of candidates 
appearing for the test.

The NTA conducts the 
NEET every year for ad-
mission into medical col-
leges. A total of 1,08,000 seats 
are available for the MBSS 
course -- approximately 
56,000 in government hos-
pitals, and about 52,000 in 
private colleges.

Admissions to undergrad-
uate courses in dentistry, 
Ayurveda, Unani and Sid-
dha also utilise NEET re-
sults for admission.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, June 14: South 
Africa won the World Test 
Championship against ti-
tleholder Australia by fi ve 
wickets after knocking off 
the last 69 runs required on 
the fourth morning of the 
fi nal Saturday.

The Proteas achieved their 
fi rst major cricket title in 27 
years, sparking celebrations 
at Lord's. They moved from 
a portentous 213-2 overnight 
to 282-5, the second-highest 
successful run chase in the 
141-year test history at the 
home of cricket.

Australia didn't give up 
the WTC mace easily, relent-
lessly attacking the stumps 
and pressuring a South Af-
rica side with an infamous 

history of blowing winning 
positions on big ICC stages.

But South Africa was 
staunch and composed — on-
ly three boundaries in more 
than two hours — and lost 
only three wickets Saturday 
in an air of inevitability.

The desperate Australians 
used up all of their three 
reviews in vain within the 
fi rst 90 minutes but fought to 
the end. They took the new 
ball but were still blunted by 
a fl at pitch.

Aiden Markram was the 
colossus Australia could not 
topple until it was too late.

The opener resumed the 
day on 102 and was out for 
136 when only six more 
runs were needed. He spent 
six hours, 23 minutes in the 
middle.  P12

Israel’s defence minister Is-
rael Katz has warned Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei that ‘Tehran will 
burn’ if it keeps fi ring mis-
siles at Israeli civilians. His 
comments came after Iran 
launched retaliatory strikes 
on Israel following the lat-
ter’s attack on Iran's nuclear, 
missile and military complex 
Friday morning. Iranian mis-
siles rained down on Tel Aviv 
in retaliation as Tehran vowed 
to open the ‘gates of hell’, while 
fresh explosions were heard in 
the Iranian capital early Satur-
day. Iran has also warned the 
UK, US and France against 
helping to stop its strikes on 
Israel. Besides, Israel's strikes 
also put further talks between 
the United States and Iran 
over a nuclear accord on hold. 
With Trump warning of more 
such attacks, there seems to 
be no immediate pause to the 
escalations.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dubai, June 14: Israel's 
defence minister warned 
Saturday that ‘Tehran will 
burn’ if Iran continues fi r-
ing missiles, as the countries 
traded blows a day after Is-
rael launched a blistering 
surprise attack on Iranian 

nuclear and military sites, 
killing several top generals.

The attacks have left Iran's 
surviving leadership with the 
diffi cult decision of plunging 
deeper into confl ict with Isra-
el's more powerful forces or 
seeking a diplomatic route.

The ongoing Israeli strikes 
appear to have halted — for 
now — any diplomacy be-
tween the US and Iran over 
Tehran's rapidly advancing 
nuclear programme.

Israel and Iran signalled 
more attacks are coming de-
spite urgent calls from world 
leaders to deescalate to avoid 
all-out war. Iran's UN ambassa-
dor said 78 people were killed 
and more than 320 wounded.

Iran retaliated by launch-
ing waves of drones and bal-
listic missiles at Israel, where 
explosions lit the night skies 
over Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
and shook buildings. 

The Israeli military urged ci-
vilians, already rattled by the 
war in Gaza sparked by Hamas' 
October 7 attack, to head to 
shelter for hours. Health offi -
cials said three people were 
killed and dozens wounded.

Defence Minister Israel 
Katz said Iran will pay a 
heavy price for harming 
Israeli citizens. “If (Iranian 
Supreme leader Ayatollah 

Ali) Khamenei continues 
to fi re missiles at the Israeli 
home front — Tehran will 
burn,” Katz said. The US and 
Iran were scheduled to be in 
Oman Sunday for their sixth 
round of indirect talks over 
Iran's nuclear programme. 
Abbas Araghchi, Iran's min-
ister of foreign affairs said 
Saturday the talks were ‘un-
justifi able’ after the Israeli 
strikes, likely signalling no 
negotiations this weekend. 
But he stopped short of say-
ing the talks were cancelled.

Meanwhile, an Israeli 
drone struck a refi nery in 
Iran's South Pars gas fi eld 
Saturday, semi-offi cial Ira-
nian news agencies reported.

If confi rmed, it would mark 
the fi rst Israeli attack on Iran's 
oil and natural gas industry. 
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In the chilly waters of the 
North Atlantic, it's not 
uncommon to see ice-

bergs fl oating by.
During the spring and 

summer, bright white gla-
cial giants of every shape 
and size drift past the coast 
of Newfoundland and Lab-
rador.

But fl oating serenely amid 
the pale ice chunks was one 
iceberg that left a fi sherman 
completely baffl ed.

While its size was impres-
sive, there was one other 
thing that particularly made 
it stand out – the fact that it 
was completely black.

Hallur Antoniussen, origi-
nally from the Faroe Islands, 
was aboard a fi shing trawler 
when he spotted the strange 
sight last month. “I have 
seen icebergs that are rolled, 
what they say have rolled in 
the beach with some rocks 
in it,” he told CBC Radio.

“This one here is com-
pletely different. It's not only 
that he is all black. He is al-
most…in a diamond shape.”

Mr Antoniussen, 64, said 
it was hard to estimate the 
size of the iceberg since it 
was roughly six kilometres 
away when he took a photo-
graph of it.

However, he believes it 
was at least three times the 
size of a regular bungalow.

Icebergs traditionally 
appear white because they 
are fi lled with tiny pockets 

of trapped air that scatter all 
wavelengths of light.

One explanation for the 
rare black iceberg is that it 
became mixed with a lot of 
debris thousands of years 
ago when it was part of a 
larger glacier.

As glaciers move towards 
the ocean they grind along 
the ground, stirring up de-
bris that becomes mixed in 

with the ice.
Glaciologist Dr Lev Tara-

sov, from Memorial Univer-
sity in Canada, said it would 
take a long time for this de-
bris to become as uniformly 
mixed through as it appears 
in the image.

He believes the iceberg 
may have rolled over at 
some point, and is now 
showing its underbelly.

“Over time, as it travels 
around Baffi n Bay and down 
the coast of Labrador, it's 
melting away,” he said as 
quoted by Daily Mail. 

“So I think a lot of that ice 
is melted away. Maybe the 
part that's clean is under-
neath?

“Again, 90 per cent of the 
ice is underneath the water. 
So we're only seeing the tip 
of the iceberg on top.”

He added that it's possible 
the dirt on the iceberg may 
not have seen the light of 
day 'for hundreds of thou-
sands of years'.

Another possibility for the 
dark colouration is that the 
ice became mixed with soot 
from a huge volcanic erup-
tion, or even debris from a 
historic meteor strike.

Dr Tarasov said he ob-
served smaller versions of 
the black iceberg during 
his fi eldwork on the Kanger-
lussuaq Fjord in Greenland 
last summer — but not as 
impressive.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, June 14: One more 
person succumbed to diar-
rhoea in Jajpur Saturday, 
taking the total number of 
fatalities due to the infec-
tion in the district to 13. The 
deceased was identifi ed as 
Gelhei Patra, 72, a resident of  
Tarailo village in Uchhabali 
panchayat under Danagadi 
block. Meanwhile, 11 of the 62 
collected samples have tested 
positive for cholera, Health 
offi cials said Saturday. 

Eight of the 41 samples test-
ed positive Friday, and three 
of 21 samples tested positive 
for cholera bacteria, Satur-
day. Chief district medical 
offi cer Prakash Chandra Bal 
said that the district Health 
department has not disclosed 
the specifi c areas where chol-
era cases were identifi ed, as 
residents might panic.

As of Saturday, 84 patients 
were receiving treatment 
at the district headquarters 
hospital in Jajpur. While the 

diarrhoea outbreak is under 
control in Jajpur Road and Ko-
rei hospitals, over 50 patients 
are currently undergoing 
treatment in Dharmasala. Bal 
warned that further testing of 
diarrhoea samples could re-
veal additional cholera cases.

A 14-member Central team 
is expected to visit Jajpur to 
assess the situation, sources 
said. National Health Mission 
(NHM) Director Brundha D 
visited the district held a re-
view meeting with the district 
Collector P Anvesha Reddy on 
the situation Saturday. Reddy 
has imposed restrictions, or-
ganising of community feasts 
during the Raja festival, con-
suming unhygienic food or wa-
ter, and using river, canal, or 
pond water for bathing or sani-
tation.  Residents are urged to 
consume home-cooked food 
and boiled or fi ltered water. 
Those showing diarrhoea 
symptoms are advised to 
seek help from ASHA work-
ers, Anganwadi workers, or 
nearby health centers.

TEHRAN WILL 
BURN: ISRAEL

Jerusalem: The Israeli military 
Saturday apologised for posting 
a map that incorrectly depicted 
Jammu and Kashmir as part 
of Pakistan after objections 
from Indian social media users, 
clarifying that the image ‘fails 
to precisely depict borders’. The 
map was posted by the Israeli 
Defence Forces (IDF) on their X 
handle Friday to show the range 
of Iranian missiles. 

Israel apologises for

incorrect India map

South Africa wins fi rst 
major ICC title in 27 yrs

PM’s roadshow Jun 20
Bhubaneswar: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is scheduled to 
participate in a Triranga Yatra 
and hold a roadshow before 
attending an event marking the 
fi rst anniversary of the BJP's 
maiden government in Odisha 
June 20, a senior minister said.
Modi had last year attended the 
swearing in ceremony of the 
Majhi government in Odisha. P3

Mysterious black iceberg spotted off Labrador coast

Snehasis NEET-UG state topper

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Jajpur: Diarrhoea toll rises to 
13; 11 cholera cases found

FESTIVE TIME: Girls enjoy a swing ride on the fi rst day of the three-day Raja festivities in Bhubaneswar, Saturday  PHOTO: BIKAS NAYAK 



Mumbai: Sharvari had more 
than one reason to celebrate 

her birthday this year. The Al-
pha actress took to Instagram to 

share the thrilling announcement 
about her starring in fi lmmaker 
Imtiaz Ali’s next project, alongside 
music and acting sensation Diljit 
Dosanjh and rising actor Vedang 
Raina. The announcement dropped 
on her birthday, and Sharvari, 
overwhelmed with joy and grati-

tude, decided to share her happiness 
on social media.
“What an incredible surprise to 

see this announcement happen on my 
birthday!

Best birthday ever! @imtiazalio-
ffi cial sir, I have manifested to 

be directed by you ever since 
I’ve dreamt to be an actor.. 
This will be the most amaz-
ing learning experience for 
me.. It is an honour to be a 
part of your vision… Thank 

you for choosing me.. It feels 
so special to be a part of this 

dream team @naseeruddin49 
@diljitdosanjh @vedangraina… 

Eeeeppp!!! So excited for this new 
journey,” Sharvari wrote in her 
heartfelt caption.

Imtiaz Ali, known for crafting 
some of the most memorable 
romantic dramas in Hindi cin-
ema, is teaming up with Diljit 
Dosanjh again after their crit-

ically acclaimed Amar Singh 
Chamkila. The addition of 

Sharvari and Vedang 
Raina has fans buzz-
ing about the chem-
istry and freshness 
this trio promises.

  PTI

This is a great day for show-
casing your administrative and 
organizing abilities, says Ganesha. Go all out 
and put in all you have, at your workplace 
or in your business. You can be sure of 
impressing your colleagues and superiors, 
partners and competitors and gaining their 
admiration and support. Just one thing. 

You may come up with a 
precise understanding of 
others today, says Ganesha. 
You will please your sweetheart with 
both your presence and presents. You will 
browse through dozens of showrooms 
for that perfect, and expensive, gift for 
your beloved. You will also work towards 
achieving your long-term goals. 

Try and put on some pro-
tective gear today — maybe 
a suit of armour should do 
fi ne, says Ganesha. For, you may fi nd 
some need for it on this day of mixed for-
tunes as you miss out the expected and 
come face-to-face with the unexpected.

Surf’s up as you enjoy an 
unexpected achievement! But 
your joy ride today may well 
be spent in vexing about the problems you 
have. Expect to gain new money for a new 
venture. Your business will rise atop the 
highest wave today, foretells Ganesha.

Ganesha feels that you may 
be confronted with vital 
decisions at work. You will 
need to trust the opinions of your close 
friends and peers so that you may take 
informed decisions. Keep your mind away 
from negative thoughts and delegate 
responsibilities accordingly. 

It is not your nature to warm 
the bench, but you will wake 
up feeling lazy and laid-back 
today, says Ganesha. This may be due to the 
fatigue of some recent endeavours. For a 
change, you will try and delegate your work 
and responsibility to those around you. 

People may call you a busy 
bee, but that you admittedly 
will be, says Ganesha. Work 
will demand your undivided attention, 
but the good thing is you will quickly get 
done with pending work one by one. In 
fact, you will be left with plenty of time in 
the evening which you are likely to spend 
romancing with your sweetheart. In 
fact, if you are lucky enough, your affair 
could take a new turn today as a physical 
relation is on the cards.

Amid all the boring work 
buzz, you will manage to sus-
tain your sense of humour. 
And, why not? After all, you are an expert 
at inducing a laugh riot! You are in a 
gregarious mood and that explains it. This 
also makes you a welcome guest at any 
party you may wish to grace.

Today is a day of mixed 
fortunes. So, while you may 
not win a gazillion dollars in 
the daily lottery, you might just end up 
winning a return air ticket to Timbuktu. 
No one has really been there, but it is bet-
ter than nothing. However, the distress of 
those lost dollars is likely to be eased by 
the ecstasy awaiting you in the evening.

Ganesha feels the day will 
be benefi cial for you when 
it comes to transactions with the govern-
ment. But you already expect that. It is 
more than likely that public servants will 
have encouraging and optimistic achieve-
ments lined up for their efforts. 

Today, you and your soul 
mate will be rolling in the 
hay; there will be little time or inclination 
to do anything else. In fact, you will show 
such single-minded devotion to the act 
of rolling as if the future of the world lies 
in the haystack. Your mind can think of 
nothing more, and nothing less. 

One more hectic day! Today 
you will be busy trying 
to fi gure out solutions to 
your problems, both at home and offi ce. 
Your superiors give you some leeway 
and it will be quite a consolation, says 
Ganesha. Experienced people will give 
you highly esteemed advise.
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HOLLYWOOD IS A BIT OF 
MESS NOW: DAKOTA

JULIANA CANFIELD
TO STAR IN F.A.S.T

Actor Dakota Johnson says Holly-
wood is a ‘bit of a mess’ as studios 
want to remake the successful 
projects again and again. Johnson 
was on a press tour for her latest fi lm 
Materialists, where she was asked 
why “Hollywood is risk-averse”.

Hollywood actor Juliana Canfi eld, best 
known for her role in drama series Suc-
cession, is going to be a female lead in the 
upcoming action thriller F.A.S.T. According to 
the entertainment news outlet Deadline, the 
33-year-old actor will star opposite Brandon 
Sklenar in the fi lm from Warner Bros.
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Mumbai: Actress Sound-
arya Sharma, who is getting 
a lot of positive response to 
her song Laal Pari from 
Housefull 5, recently shared 
her experience working in 
two different media of the-
atre and cinema.

The actress has done a 
workshop at the National 
School of Drama, in the na-
tional capital. She has also 
studied at Lee Strasberg 
Theatre in Los Angeles 
and did an acting course at 
NYFA, Los Angeles.

The actress concurred 
that she is still quite new 
to both the media, and is 
learning the ropes on how 
things move in the indus-
try.

The actress said, 
“Theatre is a 
different form 
than camera 
or cinema. 
When you 
perform in 
the theatre, 
you have to 
reach the 
person in 
the last row. 
So, you have 
to be a little 
more exag-

gerated version of every 
emotion, how you perform 
and of the character. So, 
both are different media”.

She further mentioned, 
“Emotions are the same but 
the way of expressing them 
is different. Housefull 5 is a 
very different fi lm altogeth-
er. It’s not like it’s very high 
on different forms of emo-
tions and everything. I 
think the constant emotion 
is happiness, a fun element 
which is like day to day. 
But yeah, more to come as 
and when I do more work. 
Because you get better on-
ly by doing the work. Act-
ing comes from doing, not 
learning.”

                         IANS

New Delhi: Actor Bipasha Basu slammed body-shaming 
trolls, calling them “deeply disturbing refl ections of the 
society towards women”.

Basu penned a lengthy note in the comment section of 
the video, which had glimpses of how her appearance has 
been trolled after she gained post-pregnancy weight.

The actor, known for her work in projects such as Raaz, 
Omkara and Dhoom 2, said she is a confi dent woman who 
isn’t bothered by such comments.

“Hope the human race does not remain so shallow and 
so low forever… and they encourage and applaud women 
for the million roles they play each day . I am a super confi -
dent woman with a very evolved loving partner and family. 
Memes and trolls do not defi ne me ever… nor did they make 
me who i am,” Basu wrote in the caption.

The Humshakals actor added such remarks can be hurt-
ful to others.

“But these are deeply disturbing refl ections of the society 
towards women . Another woman in my place could be 
deeply affected and scarred with the viciousness...Anyways 
if we have more strong voices and atleast women under-
standing and applauding women for who they are then 
women will rise higher and higher :) We are unstoppable 
ladies,” she said.  PTI

Soundarya's take 
on stage & movies

Sanjay admitted to dating 3 women at same time
Mumbai: Sanjay Dutt’s unique style 
and on-screen charm cemented his 
place in Bollywood as a star who 
could do comedy, drama, and action 
with equal ease. The actor often 
makes headlines for his personal 
life, and he had once opened up about 
dating three people at the same time.

In an old interview with a news 
magazine, Sanjay was asked about 
the topic of double dating. “You need 
to be clever... one shouldn’t know 
what is happening with the other,” 
he said. He also revealed that he had 
even dated three women simultan-
eously. “It was nice to be loved by 
people. Especially by the ladies!” he 
added.

One of the most talked-about 
chapters from his love life was his 
relationship with actress Tina Mu-

nim. The two were childhood friends 
whose bond grew into a serious ro-
mance during the early '80s. In an old 
conversation with Stardust, Sanjay 
had shared his intense feelings for 
Tina, saying, “I was quite passionate 
about Tina... She was one of those 
people who guided me and always 
pushed me towards my family.” He 
went on to clarify that although Tina 
had a strong presence in his life, he 
never let her make decisions about 
his career.

He also addressed Tina’s own 
link-ups within the industry and 
clarifi ed that she was not dating a 
lot of people, as it was humanly im-
possible.

He shared that he trusted her im-
mensely.
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Sharvari’s 
incredible 
b’day gift

BIPASHA CALLS OUT
FAT-SHAMING TROLLS



Bhubaneswar: The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) Saturday arrested a 
senior official of EPFO Regional Office 
in Berhampur while he was accepting 
a bribe, an official said. The accused 
official worked at the Regional Employees’ 
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) Office 
in Berhampur as a senior social security 
assistant. A CBI statement said that the 
CBI sleuths arrested the EPFO official on 
charges of demanding and accepting a 
bribe of Rs 10,000 from a complainant. 
The investigating agency said that the 
accused official was taking the bribe from 
the complainant to approve the authorised 
signatory application of the employer, a 
private company, on the EPFO portal.
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Bhubaneswar, June 14: President 
Droupadi Murmu, Governor Hari 
Babu Kambhampati, Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi and Leader of 
Opposition (LoP) Naveen Patnaik 
Saturday greeted the people of Odi-
sha as the three-day Raja festival 
began across the coastal state.

The state welcomes the Raja festi-
val every year as a mark of respect 
for womanhood, fertility, and the 
rhythms of Mother Earth. This time, 
the festival, refl ecting deep-rooted tra-
ditions and cultural pride, is being 
celebrated between June 14 and 16.

The President, who hails from 
Odisha, posted on X, “I am wishing 
my dear countrymen heartily on the 
occasion of Raja festival. On the ar-
rival of rainy season, this agrarian 
festival, honouring Mother Earth, 
is celebrated for three days in Odi-
sha by having sweets, and enjoying 
swing rides. We should take inspi-
ration from this to live in harmony 
with nature.”

She also said, “On the occasion of 
Raja festival, I wish happiness and 
prosperity for the state and the coun-
trymen.” The X handle of Governor 
Odisha said, “On the occasion of 
Krishivithik Gana Parv # Raja, the 
Hon'ble Governor Shri @DrHariBa-
buK has extended his greetings and 
best wishes and wished that the eter-
nal spirit of this festival may be felt 
by all. #RajaParba.”

Chief Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi, who hails from Keonjhar district, 
where Raja is a major festival, also 
wished the people of the state.

“Greetings and best wishes to ev-
eryone on the auspicious occasion 
of Gana Parba, a unique custom of 
honouring tradition, nature, moth-
erhood and womanhood. May this 
festival bring joy and happiness to 
everyone’s lives.#Raja #PahiliRaja,” 
he said.

Former CM and BJD president 
Naveen Patnaik also congratulated 
the people on the occasion and said, 
“Heartiest greetings to everyone on 
the occasion of Odisha’s mass festi-
val, Raja. May this unique tradition 
of paying homage to the land and 
mother fi ll everyone’s lives with joy 
and happiness. #RajaParba.”

The nomenclature of the festival, 
‘Raja’, is rooted in the Sanskrit word 
‘Rajaswala’ (meaning menstruation). 
Raja marks a symbolic period when 
Mother Earth is believed to rest and 
rejuvenate, like women during their 
menstrual cycle, said Asit Mohanty, 
a researcher in Odia culture. He said 
that the festival also witness the be-
ginning of cultivation works which 
comes coinciding with the onset of 
the monsoon month ‘Asadha’.

During the festival, young girls 
and women rejoice by wearing new 
clothes, applying henna and alta, 
playing traditional games, enjoying 

swings called – ‘Raja Doli’, and eat-
ing festive foods, mostly handmade 
cakes. Special sweets like Poda Pitha, 
Arisha, Kakara, and others are pre-
pared at houses and offered to guests, 
Mohanty said.

The fi rst day of the festival is 
called – ‘Pahili Raja’ (June 14), mid-
dle day is ‘Raja Sankranti’ (June 
15), fi rst day of Asadha, celebrating 
seasonal transition and ‘Basi Raja’ 
(June 16), the last day of the festival.

At the end of the festival, the wom-
en in houses observe a ritual called 
‘Basumati Snana’ when the Mother 
Earth is bathed after her menstrua-
tion period, Mohanty said.

He said the girls are excused from 
household work, and no farming or 
digging is done, showing reverence 
to nature’s fertility during the three-
day Raja festival.

Raja festivals are held across the 
state including Capital city of Bhu-
baneswar.

President, Guv, CM greet 
people as Raja fest begins

‘Complete Ratna Bhandar repair work by July 6’
POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, June 14: The Shree 
Jagannath Temple Admin-
istration (SJTA) has urged 
the Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASI) to expedite the re-
pair and conservation work of 
Srimandir Ratna Bhandar in 
order to ensure it is completed 
by July 6, offi cial sources said, 
Saturday.

In a letter to the Director 
General (DG) of ASI, SJTA 
Chief Administrator Arabin-
da Kumar Padhee emphasised 
the urgent need to complete the 
conservation work of the Ratna 
Bhandar before or during the 
Rath Yatra (June 28 to July 6).

He requested that the task 
be taken up on a priority ba-
sis, considering the religious 

and architectural signifi cance 
of Ratna Bhandar.

Padhee also urged the ASI to 
ensure that the agency’s sched-
uled supervision of Srimandir’s 
sanctum sanctorum be carried 
out by an offi cer in the rank 
of deputy director or director 
during the festival.

Expressing gratitude to the 
ASI for replacing the Khon-
dalite stone near the ‘Aruna 
Stambha’ and for the progress 
made so far in conserving the 
Ratna Bhandar, Padhee said as 
per Supreme Court directives, 
a ramp has been constructed 
at the North Gate under ASI’s 
guidance to enable the devotees 
with disability to enter the tem-
ple and offer prayers.

He said a revised design has 
been submitted for air-condi-

tioning the Nata Mandap, and 
the consent from ASI has been 
sought for the modifi cation.

Discussions have been held 
with the ASI consultant regard-
ing the illumination of temples 
of the subsidiary deities within 
the complex.

The ASI has granted clear-

ance, and once the detailed 
report is received, SJTA will 
invite tenders for the illumi-
nation work, Padhee said.

During the ongoing Anasara 
(period when the deities are 
secluded for recuperation), 
Padhee held a crucial meeting 
with the Daita servitors to en-

sure the timely performance 
of rituals related to the deities, 
especially the Pahandi (ceremo-
nial procession of deities), and 
to ensure their safety.

The Daita Nijog agreed to 
form four dedicated groups 
to carry out the Pahandi of 
the deities. He reiterated that 
any unauthorised person 
found on the chariots, includ-
ing servitors not on duty or 
those using mobile phones 
during the procession, would 
face legal action.

Speaking to the media, 
he said the individual who 
touched the deities during 
Snana Purnima is being iden-
tifi ed through CCTV footage, 
and appropriate action will be 
taken under the law after the 
investigation.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, June 14: 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di is scheduled to participate 
in a Triranga Yatra and hold 
a roadshow before attending 
an event marking the fi rst an-
niversary of the BJP’s maiden 
government in Odisha June 20, 
a senior minister said.

Though Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi’s govern-
ment completed one year in 
offi ce June 12, the administra-
tion is holding a week-long cel-
ebration which will culminate 
June 20 with the Prime Minis-
ter’s address.

Modi had last year attend-
ed the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of the Majhi government 
in Odisha.

“The Prime Minister is 
scheduled to arrive at the air-
port here at about 3pm from 
Bihar. He will participate in 
a Triranga Yatra and lead a 
roadshow from the Biju Pat-
naik International Airport 
(BPIA) to Janata Maidan in 
Bhubaneswar,” Panchayati 
Raj and Drinking Water Min-
ister Rabi Narayan Naik told 
reporters here.

Offi cial sources said that as 
part of the celebrations, Modi 
will address a large gathering 
and highlight the achievements 
of Odisha’s BJP government.

He may also speak on the 
plans for the state’s develop-
ment, said a senior leader, 
who attended a preparatory 
meeting at the BJP headquar-
ters Friday.

PM set to join Triranga Yatra, 
hold roadshow in City June 20

Health and Family Welfare department Commissioner-cum-Secretary Aswathy 
S and Bakul Foundation’s founder Sujit Mahapatra after the inauguration of Raja 
celebrations at Bakul Library in Bhubaneswar, Saturday  OP PHOTO

Girls enjoy a swing ride on Pahili Raja at Odisha State Museum in Bhubaneswar, Saturday  PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

Graft: CBI arrests EPFO offi cial

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 14: The Crime 
Branch (CB) has made signifi cant 
progress in the Rs 1.08-crore digital ar-
rest scam with the arrest of two more 
fraudsters from Gujarat, bringing the 
total number of arrests in the case to 
six, offi cial sources said Saturday.

According to CB sources, the in-
vestigation team analysed transac-
tion records and other digital evi-
dence. “Based on this intelligence, 
the team conducted a raid in Sihor, 
Bhavnagar (Gujarat), and success-

fully apprehended two key accused 
– Vaghela and Gohli. The accused 
were brought to Odisha on transit 
remand and produced before the 
Court of SDJM, Bhubaneswar,” 
they said.

The case dates back to August 
20, 2024 when a complainant from 
Bhubaneswar reported to the Cyber 
Crime Police Station that he had been 
defrauded by unidentifi ed cyber crim-
inals impersonating offi cials from 
DHL, the Mumbai Crime Branch, and 
other government agencies.

The fraudsters falsely accused the 

victim of criminal involvement using 
his Aadhaar credentials and placed 
him under continuous video surveil-
lance between August 9 and 14.

They coerced him into isolating 
himself in a hotel room and, under 
the threat of arrest and media expo-
sure, extracted personal and fi nan-
cial information from him.

The victim was persuaded to liqui-
date his investments and transfer a 
total of Rs 1,08,32,000 under the guise 
of account verifi cation and the issu-
ance of a NoC. Upon realising the 
fraud, the victim lodged an FIR. 

Digital arrest scam: CB nabs 2 more fraudsters

Differently-abled woman raped
Puri: A differently-abled woman was allegedly raped 
by a 56-year-old man under Balanga police limits here, 
an offi cial said, Saturday. According to Balanga IIC 
Dibyaranjan Panda, the alleged incident took place late 
Friday night. “Most of the family members of the victim 
had gone to attend a wedding late Friday night. Taking 
advantage of the situation, the accused – Rabi Tripathy 
– raped her,” the IIC said, quoting the police complaint 
fi led by the woman’s family. On the basis of the 
complaint, a case has been registered and the accused 
arrested. “Rabi has been sent for medical examination, 
while the survivor’s statement has been recorded. The 
investigation is on,” Panda said.   
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

36.4° 35.8°
26.4° 25.6°
74% 79%

1.9mm Nil

FORECAST
Partly 
cloudy sky

A 
new study has identi-
fi ed a small cluster of 
neurons in the mouse 
brain that acts as a 

natural brake on binge drink-
ing, offering promising insights 
for developing more effective 
treatments for alcohol use dis-
order.

Despite the enormous hu-
man and societal cost of alcohol 
abuse, existing therapies have 
often failed to deliver lasting 
results. In the United States 
alone, over 16 million people 
aged 12 and older reported 
binge drinking on fi ve or more 
days in the past month. 

While several medications 
exist to reduce alcohol con-
sumption, they tend to have 
limited effectiveness and can 
cause side effects such as fa-
tigue, drowsiness, or insomnia.

For years, research into 
alcohol abuse has focused on 
drugs that act on proteins found 
throughout the brain. These 
proteins help control how neu-
rons respond to stimuli, but 

targeting them often affects un-
related brain functions, leading 
to unwanted side effects.

In the new research, a team 
of neurobiologists took a more 
precise approach by identifying 
a specifi c group of neurons in 
the brain’s medial orbitofron-
tal cortex—a region known for 

regulating decision-making and 
behavioural fl exibility. 

Using genetically modifi ed 
mice, the researchers were able 
to highlight neurons activated 
by alcohol. These neurons were 
tagged with a red fl uorescent 
protein, allowing the team to 
trace and map their exact loca-

tions in the brain.
The researchers found that 

when this particular group of 
neurons was active, it helped 
suppress alcohol intake. How-
ever, when the same neurons 
were turned off, the mice 
consumed signifi cantly more 
alcohol. 

This suggests the brain has a 
built-in mechanism that acts to 
limit drinking, and when this 
mechanism fails, it may lead 
to excessive or uncontrolled 
consumption.

The fi ndings build on earlier 
research that pointed to small 
populations of neurons, known 
as neuronal ensembles, as key 
players in memory and emo-
tional regulation. This study 
is among the fi rst to show that 
such ensembles may also di-
rectly infl uence alcohol-related 
behaviour.

Although the research was 
conducted in mice, it raises 
important questions about 
whether a similar mechanism 
exists in the human brain. If 
so, targeting these specifi c neu-
rons could offer a way to help 
people struggling with binge 
drinking, without the broad 
side effects seen in current 
treatments.

With ongoing advances in 
gene therapy and precision 
medicine, scientists are hope-
ful that such discoveries could 
lead to more targeted and ef-
fective approaches to treating 
alcohol use disorder in the 
future.

 (The Conversation)

Mouse brain circuit may help curb binge drinking
Researchers identifi ed 

a small group of neurons in the 
medial orbitofrontal 

cortex that suppresses alcohol 
intake in mice

Deactivating these neurons 
led to increased alcohol 

consumption, suggesting a 
built-in brain mechanism that 

regulates binge drinking

Using genetically modifi ed 
mice, the researchers were 

able to highlight neurons 
activated by alcohol

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 14: A 
training workshop was re-
cently held under the aegis 
of the Directorate of Factories 
and Boilers, with support from 
the State Labour Institute. The 
workshop focused on enhancing 
the effi ciency of boiler operations 
and ensuring the safety of boiler 
plants across various industrial 
establishments in the state.

Participants, including Boil-
er Operation Engineers (BOEs) 
from various factories, took 
part in the workshop.

The workshop was inaugu-
rated by Directorate of Fac-
tories and Boilers Deputy Di-
rector (Safety) Malay Kumar 
Pradhan. 

In his address, Pradhan high-
lighted the need for unwavering 
focus in boiler operations and 
underscored the importance of 
active participation alongside 
training. “When factory oper-
ations and management prior-
itise all employees involved, it 
helps reduce worker dissatis-

faction and enhances overall 
effi ciency,” he noted. Following 
the introductory remarks, Sam-
balpur division deputy director 
Swaroop Jena, JSW Energy 
senior vice president and Odi-
sha project head Ashesh Padhi, 
Aditya Aluminium, Lapanga, 
Sambalpur joint vice president 
Gulshan Tiwari and Tata Steel, 
Jajpur shift in-charge Abinash 
Sethy played key roles in con-
ducting the training sessions.

At the concluding session, 
Labour department addi-
tional secretary Niti Ranjan 
Sen addressed the partici-
pants and distributed certifi -
cates to the attending Boiler 
Operation Engineers.

Workshop for boiler 
operation engineersRESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 14: To 
mark World Blood Donor Day 
Saturday, BRIC-Institute of Life 
Sciences (ILS), in collaboration 
with the Indian Liver Patient 
Foundation (ILPF) and Odisha 
NCC Directorate, organised a 
large blood donation camp and 
awareness programme at the 
ILS auditorium here.

The event witnessed active 
participation from over 100 vol-
untary blood donors, including 
NCC cadets, healthcare profes-
sionals, students, and commu-
nity members. 

Hundreds of units of blood 
were collected during the camp, 
underlining a strong sense of 
civic responsibility and com-
passion among the participants.

The initiative was aimed 

to raise awareness about the 
life-saving importance of reg-
ular blood donation and the 
role of public participation in 
strengthening healthcare sys-
tems.

Speaking on the occasion, 
ILS director Debasis Dash 
said, “Blood donation is not just 
a noble act. It’s a vital public 
service. This event refl ects the 
power of collective goodwill in 
promoting health equity.” He 
added that ILS would extend 
similar outreach efforts to ru-
ral parts of the state.

The programme was graced 
by several dignitaries, includ-
ing Padma Shri Ashok Moha-
patra, Transport Commissioner 
Amitabh Thakur, Justice Sub-
hankar Shukla, educationist B 
Ravindran, and senior journal-
ist Kishore Dwibedy. 

BLOOD DONATION CAMP ORGANISED

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 14: 
“Elders must not be seen as a 
burden,” said Bharati Chakra, 
Head of HelpAge India (Odisha), 
as she called for school-based 
sensitisation programmes and 
youth-involved care centres to 
strengthen intergenerational 
ties. 

Her remarks came during the 
release of HelpAge India’s land-
mark report, “Understanding 
Intergenerational Dynamics 
and Perceptions on Ageing,” 
ahead of World Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day June 15.

The fi rst-of-its-kind nation-
al study explored how Indian 
youth perceive and engage 
with senior citizens. Conduct-
ed across 10 cities, including 
Bhubaneswar, the report sur-
veyed 5,798 people—70 per cent 
youth (18–30 years) and 30 per 
cent older adults (60+).

Findings revealed mixed 
perceptions: while 56 per cent 
of youth viewed elders as “lone-
ly” and 48 per cent as “depen-
dent,” many also saw them as 
“educated” (51per cent) and 
“respected” (43 per cent). Media 

emerged as a strong infl uence 
on youth perceptions, often 
casting elders as either wise 
or comical.

SOA University dean San-
tosh Kumar Raut, noted, 
“Seniors can mentor youth, 
fostering mutual confi dence,” 
highlighting the value of expe-
rience in bridging the genera-
tional gap.

The study also underscored a 
wide digital divide. Only 41 per 
cent of elders use smartphones, 
13 per cent access the internet, 
and 14 per cent completely 
avoid digital devices. Youth 
frequently assist seniors with 
technology but often describe 
them as “uninterested” (78 
per cent) or “forgetful” (66 per 
cent).

Student Soumyashree Mish-

ra urged youth to spend more 
time with elders: “Keep your 
phones away—listen, talk, and 
connect.” Pushpita Mahanty, 
additional director of Urban 
Health, stressed the need for 
regular community activities to 
keep seniors socially engaged.

Despite generational shifts, 
88 per cent of youth expressed 
a desire to live with family in 
old age. Madhusudan Das of 
Nehru Yuva Kendra, Odisha, 
said, “Intergenerational rela-
tionships are deeply rooted in 
family values.”

Common fears among both 
age groups—loneliness, poor 
health, and fi nancial insecuri-
ty—highlight the urgency for 
stronger emotional support and 
shared time to promote healthy 
ageing in modern India.

WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY

‘Elders must never be seen as burden’

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, June 14: To 
advance the use of modern 
biotechnological tools in aqua-
culture, the Central Institute 
of Freshwater Aquaculture 
(ICAR-CIFA), in partnership 
with the Asian Fisheries So-
ciety Indian Branch (AFSIB), 
held a workshop-cum-brain-
storming session on ‘Current 
Status & Development of a 
Roadmap on Genome Editing 
for Aquaculture Species in In-
dia’ here Saturday.

The event brought together 
leading national and interna-
tional experts, researchers, 
and policymakers to deliber-
ate on the current landscape, 

emerging opportunities, and 
regulatory requirements for 
implementing genome editing 
technologies in Indian aqua-
culture.

ICAR-CIFA Director PK 
Sahoo welcomed dignitaries, 
scientists, and participants, 
setting the stage for a for-
ward-looking dialogue on the 
potential of genome editing to 
boost aquaculture productivity. 

Deputy Director General (Fish-
eries Science & Agricultural 
Education), ICAR, New Delhi, 
JK Jena, emphasised the ur-
gent need to integrate genome 
editing tools into aquaculture 
research and development to 
strengthen food security.

In his address, he stressed 
the importance of collabora-
tion, human resource develop-
ment, strategic planning, and 

clear goal-setting—both for 
the immediate future and long 
term—to effectively harness ge-
nome editing technologies for 
advancing aquaculture.

Former ICAR-CMFRI direc-
tor and AFSIB executive coun-
cil member A Gopalakrishnan 
provided a comprehensive 
overview of ongoing national 
and international efforts in 
the fi eld. 

National Fisheries Develop-
ment Board, Hyderabad chief 
executive BK Behera delivered 
the special address, highlight-
ing the vital role of collabora-
tion and the need to diversify 
species, including ornamental 
fi sh, to strengthen the aquacul-
ture sector.

ICAR-CIFA HOLDS GENOME EDITING MEET

TRIBUTE VIGIL: Members of the Bhubaneswar Old Town ‘Brahman Nijoga Samiti’ light lamps in front of the Lingaraj Temple, Saturday, offering prayers 
for the victims of the recent Ahmedabad plane crash                                         OP PHOTO 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 14: IMD 
Director General Mrutyunjay 
Mohapatra Saturday stated that 
Odisha is likely to receive wide-
spread monsoon rains within 
the next two to three days. 

He said a cyclonic circu-
lation expected to form over 
the Bay of Bengal will create 
favourable conditions for the 
southwest monsoon to progress 
into central and eastern India, 
increasing rainfall activity in 
these regions.

The IMD predicted heavy to 
very heavy rainfall across sev-
eral districts of Odisha from 
June 14 to June 18 due to this 
cyclonic formation. Conditions 

remain favourable for further 
advancement of the monsoon 
into various parts of Odisha 
over the next two days, with 
the monsoon expected to ex-
tend into parts of West Bengal, 
Jharkhand, and Bihar within 
three days.

“Currently, a cyclonic cir-
culation is present over north 
Odisha and adjoining areas be-
tween 3.1 km and 5.8 km above 
mean sea level, tilting south-
westward with height. Another 
system lies over the west-cen-
tral Bay of Bengal off the 
north coastal Andhra Pradesh 
coast at 5.8 km altitude,” the 
IMD said.

A third circulation is locat-
ed over south Bangladesh and 

adjoining North Bay of Bengal, 
extending as a trough to south 
Odisha at 3.1 km. These sys-
tems are expected to enhance 
rainfall and thunderstorm ac-
tivity across the state, it said.

June 15, districts including 
Balasore, Bhadrak, Gajapati, 
Ganjam, Rayagada, Koraput, 
Malkangiri, Mayurbhanj, Ka-
lahandi, and Kandhamal are 
expected to experience thun-
derstorms with lightning, gusty 
winds reaching 30-40 kmph, and 
isolated heavy rainfall. 

Similar conditions are 
forecast June 16 for Gajapa-
ti, Kalahandi, Rayagada, and 
Koraput districts. June 17, an 
orange alert has been issued 
for Sundargarh, Koraput, and 
Keonjhar districts for heavy to 
very heavy rainfall accompa-
nied by thunderstorms, light-
ning, and gusty winds. Yellow 
warnings will continue for Ma-
yurbhanj, Balasore, Bhadrak, 
Jajpur, Dhenkanal, Gajapati, 
Rayagada, and Koraput. June 
18 and 19, thunderstorms with 
lightning, gusty winds, and 
heavy rainfall are expected in 
Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, and 
Sundargarh.

Widespread monsoon 
rains in next 2-3 days

IMD predicts that state is likely to receive widespread monsoon rains within two to three days

The workshop 
was inaugurated 
by Directorate of 

Factories and Boilers 
Deputy Director 
(Safety) Malay 
Kumar Pradhan

Focus on enhancing the effi ciency of boiler operations 
and ensuring the safety of boiler plants
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 14: Vedanta Alumin-
ium, India’s largest producer of aluminium, 
in a powerful reaffi rmation of its commit-
ment to environmental sustainability, 
launched a mega plantation drive titled 
‘Mo Gachha Mo Parivar’ in Kalahandi and 
Rayagada districts, on the occasion of World 
Environment Day 2025. The campaign tar-
gets the plantation of over 1 lakh fruit-bear-
ing saplings in Kalahandi and Rayagada 
districts, aiming to positively impact more 
than 30,000 rural families, with popular 
species like mango, guava, jackfruit, and 
moringa selected for their ecological, nu-
tritional, and economic value.

The initiative was kicked off through 
a community-led plantation drive at Bal-
abhadrapur village and Vedanta’s plant 
premises, with participation from more 
than 600 people, including employees, senior 
leadership, school children, government 
offi cials, and members of the local commu-
nity. The plantation was symbolically tied 
to the theme of ‘Mo Gachha, Mo Parivar’. 

It is a heartfelt pledge to nurture each tree 
as a member of the family. Beyond beau-
tifying the landscape, the plantation drive 
is expected to offset approximately 1.5 lakh 
tonnes of carbon emissions over the lifetime 
of the trees. It will contribute to enhanced 
biodiversity and support the regeneration 
of natural forests. The initiative also plays 
a crucial role in improving soil retention 
and preventing erosion. By introducing 
fruit-bearing trees, it is set to strengthen 
rural livelihoods through harvesting and 
allied income-generating activities. Addi-
tionally, it will help build climate resilience 
in ecologically sensitive regions.

Speaking on the initiative, Pranab 
Kumar Bhattacharyya, CEO – Vedan-
ta Alumina Business said, “At Vedanta 
Lanjigarh, sustainability is not just a re-
sponsibility—it’s a way of life. Through 
‘Mo Gachha Mo Parivar’, we are sowing 
seeds of hope, unity, and prosperity. We 
are proud to walk hand-in-hand with the 
community toward a greener and more 
resilient tomorrow.”

Vedanta Lanjigarh launches 
mega plantation campaign

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/ Chaiba-
sa/ Ranchi, June 14: A 
CRPF offi cial was killed in 
a blast during an anti-Nax-
al operation at the Odis-
ha-Jharkhand border Satur-
day morning, offi cials said.

ASI Satyaban Kumar Singh 
(34) of 134th CRPF battalion, 
who hailed from Kushinagar 
in UP, was part of a team that 
was searching the Saranda 
forest at the inter-state bor-
der for explosives robbed by 
Maoists from a stone quarry 
May 27, they said.

He sustained injuries 
on his left leg when an Im-
provised Explosive Device 
(IED) exploded around 6am 
near the K Balang village in 
Sundargarh district, they 
said. He was taken to a hos-
pital in Rourkela, where he 
succumbed to the injuries, 
offi cials said.

The search operation was 
being conducted by a joint 

team of the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) and the 
Special Operations Group 
(SOG) of Odisha Police.

About 5 tonne of explo-
sives were robbed from a 
stone quarry in Sundar-
garh’s Banko by Maoists. 
While three-fourths of the 
explosives have been re-
covered so far, the security 
forces continue their search 
for the remaining gelatin 
packets, offi cials said.

Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi condoled the 
death of the CRPF offi cial.

“Deeply saddened to 
know about the sacrifi ce of 

ASI Satyban Singh of CRPF 
in an IED blast during a 
combing operation at the 
Odisha-Jharkhand border. 
He has set the highest stan-
dard of service and courage 
by sacrifi cing his life for the 
security of the country. I 
pray for the eternal peace 
of the martyred jawan and 
express my condolences to 
the bereaved family,” he 
said in a post on X.

In a statement, the 
Jharkhand Police said a 
wreath-laying ceremony 
will be held at the CRPF’s 
133 battalion headquarters 
in Ranchi at 5pm.

CRPF offi cial killed in IED
blast in Saranda forest

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kalipada, June 14: The 
Subarnarekha River, fl ow-
ing along the eastern edge 
of Baliapal block in Balas-
ore district, is causing sig-
nifi cant distress as its shift-
ing course continues to 
eat away riverbanks year 
after year. Large swathes 
of agricultural land across 
several panchayats have 
already been lost to the 
river’s changing path.

Over recent years, parts 
of villages such as Kuda-
mansing, Manonagar, 
Rasulpur Nayabali, and 
Ikadapal have been swal-

lowed by the river. Now, 
the erosion has reached 
close to the Panteighat area 
near Kulhachada village. 
As a result, residents of 
Kulhachada in Jamakun-
da panchayat of Baliapal 
block and Kuhla village 
in Rasulpur panchayat of 
Bhograi block face a grow-
ing risk of displacement.

Currently, around 200 
metres of the Kulhachada 
riverbank is crumbling 
daily due to accelerated 
erosion. In the past six 
months alone, multiple 
acres of farmland have 
disappeared into the riv-

erbed. If the current rate 
of erosion persists, the 
Subarnarekha is likely 
to reach the villages very 
soon.

Locals believe the in-
creasing tidal infl ux from 
the Bay of Bengal is inten-
sifying the erosion. While 
stone pitching was carried 
out near Pantei village on 
the eastern bank providing 
some protection there, the 
opposite bank near Kulha 
and Kulhachada has seen 
no such intervention, leav-
ing it more vulnerable to 
damage.

As a result, the heavily 

used Pantei ferry ghat—an 
essential daily transport 
route for thousands com-
muting to Bhograi block 
and parts of West Bengal—
has become increasingly 
perilous. The original ghat 
has been rendered inacces-
sible, forcing passengers 
to board boats from make-
shift locations, often trudg-
ing through muddy waters, 
which is causing serious 
inconvenience. Local res-
idents have repeatedly 
appealed to the district ad-
ministration and the Water 
Resources department for 
immediate action. 

In July last year, Mukul 
Bera, Chief Engineer and 
Special Secretary of the 
department, along with sit-
ting MLA Subashini Jena 
and other senior offi cials, 
visited the site and prom-
ised swift stone pitching 
work. However, even a 
year later, not a single lay-
er of soil has been laid.

Residents warn that if 
urgent steps are not taken, 
the situation could become 
catastrophic during the 
monsoon season.

Meanwhile, construction 
of a bridge over the Sub-
arnarekha from Jamkun-
da lock to Pantei ghat is 
underway at an estimated 
cost of Rs 192 crore by L&T. 
But the pace of work has 
been sluggish, making it 
unlikely to meet the sched-
uled completion timeline.

When contacted, Junior 
Engineer Nanigopal Sen 
of the Water Resources 
department stated that a 
Rs 3.72-crore proposal for 
stone pitching has been 
prepared and the tender 
process is complete. With 
the monsoon approaching, 
necessary emergency steps 
will be taken based on the 
severity of the situation, he 
added.

Shifting Subarnarekha alarms villagers
The meandering 

Subarnarekha River in 
eastern Odisha 

continues to erode vast 
stretches of 

farmland posing an 
imminent threat to 
several villages in 

Baliapal block. Despite 
offi cial assurances, 

protective measures get 
delayed, intensifying 

local concern

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nuapada, June 14: Two 
youths sustained critical 
injuries in a bear attack 
Saturday inside the Su-
nabeda wildlife sanctuary 
near Soseing village un-
der Komna police limits 
in Nuapada district.

The victims were iden-
tifi ed as Dipachan Majhi, 
37, and Amul Majhi, 28, 
both residents of Sose-
ing village. According 
to sources, the two had 
gone into the nearby Da-
lampala forest early in 
the morning to collect 
fi rewood. At the time, a 
wild bear with her cubs 
was foraging in the same 
area. Upon spotting the 
men, the bear launched a 
sudden attack.

Amul was the fi rst to 
be mauled, sustaining 
multiple injuries. When 
Dipachan tried to inter-
vene and rescue him, the 
bear turned on him, se-
verely injuring his face 
and body. Amid the cha-
os, Amul managed to fl ee 

to a nearby forest guard 
outpost, alerting a care-
taker who then informed 
villagers.

Over 10 villagers 
rushed to the spot to res-
cue the injured. However, 
as they approached, the 
bear chased them, forc-
ing all to climb trees for 
their safety. The animal 
remained in the area, 
guarding her cubs and 
pacing aggressively. The 
rescuers remained in the 
trees for nearly four hours 
until the bear moved 
away with her cubs.

Two villagers used 
an alternate route to re-
trieve the injured and 
took them to Sunabeda 
Primary Health Centre. 
They were later shift-
ed to Nuapada District 
Headquarters Hospital 
due to the severity of 
their injuries. Amul 
suffered deep wounds 
across his body, while Di-
pachan’s face was severe-
ly disfi gured, making his 
eyes, nose, and mouth 
unrecognisable. 

2 YOUTHS CRITICAL 
IN BEAR ATTACK

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, June 14: Mem-
bers of Odisha Non-Gazett-
ed Forest Service Associ-
ation, Keonjhar branch 
Saturday evening staged 
a peaceful protest in front 
of the Keonjhar division 
offi ce and gave a memo-
randum with a six-point 
charter of demands includ-
ing arrest of villagers who 
attacked on-duty forest of-
fi cials Friday.

Tension erupted near the 
DFO offi ce Saturday evening 
when the police personnel 
deployed outside did not let 
the forest workers enter into 
the premises. Later, the for-
est workers went inside the 
division offi ce and protested 
peacefully. 

Divisional Forest Offi -

cer, Keonjhar Dhanraj HD 
came to the protest site and 
held talks with the presi-
dent and other members 
of Odisha Non-Gazetted 
Forest Service Association, 
Keonjhar branch. 

After discussion they 
called off the protest and 
gave a 48-hour ultimatum 
to fulfi ll their demands.

The forest workers said 
that when they were go-
ing to rescue victims of 
elephant attack in Kendu-
dihi village under Rugudi 

police station Friday, the 
villagers attacked Barbil 
ranger Sanjib Raut, Guali 
forester Sarat Kumar Pat-
naik and protection squad 
members in the presence of 
Rugudi IIC and other police 
personnel. Forester Sarat 
Kumar Patnaik was admit-
ted to Barbil Community 
Health Centre in a critical 
condition for treatment. 

They expressed dissatis-
faction that the police have 
not taken action against 
the culprits so far. 

Simillarly, Bamebari 
forester Rajendra Jena 
and other staff were at-
tacked by the locals May 
30 afternoon over the death 
of a person in an elephant 
attack. Even after 15 days, 
the culprit has not been 
arrested in this incident.

ATTACK BY VILLAGERS

Forest workers stir in front of DFO
offi ce demanding arrest of accusedPOST NEWS NETWORK

Patana, June 14: A man 
was brutally beaten to de-
ath in an organised attack 
by four persons over suspi-
cion of goat theft at Sank-
hua village under Patana 
police limits in Keonjhar 
district Friday night. 

The deceased was identi-
fi ed as Bipin Bihari Naik, 
46, son of Paramananda 
Naik in the village under 
Saharpada block. The ac-
cused dropped the body 
near Sankhua High School 
on Sankhua-Gorandi Jodi 
road and fl ed. 

The matter came to the 
light after locals spotted 
the body and alerted the 
local police.

Police swung into action 
Saturday and arrested a 
couple in this connection. 
The accused identifi ed as 

Debasri Patra, 55, and his 
wife Beenapani Patra, 
40 were produced in the 
court after their arrest, 
Patana IIC Manas Kumar 
Mahakur said. 

A case was registered 
in this connection and 
the body handed over to 
the family members after 
a post-mortem. A man-
hunt has been launched 
to nab the absconding 
two accused, the IIC said. 

Sources said that Bipin 
had entered the cowshed 
of Debasri Friday. De-
basri suspected that Bi-
pin had come to steal his 
goats as recently there 
had been a series of goat 
thefts in the area. Debas-
ri raised an alarm and he 
along with his wife Beena-
pani, son and another per-
son caught hold of Bipin 
and lynched him.

2 killed as truck hits motorcycle
Nuapada: Two men were killed late Friday night after a truck collided with their motorcycle head-on near 
Daldali village square on National Highway 353 under Lakhna police limits in Nuapada district. The deceased 
were identifi ed as Khyamasagar Dharua, 33, and Purendra Dharua, 45, both residents of Diamunda village 
in Kurumapuri panchayat. Earlier that day, Khyamasagar’s wife, Brunda Dharua, was taken to the Taraboda 
Primary Health Centre in labour. At around 4:30pm, she gave birth to a baby boy. As both mother and child 
were stable, they were discharged with medication around 10pm. While Brunda and the newborn returned 
home in an ambulance, Khyamasagar and Purendra followed on a motorcycle. A truck coming from the 
opposite direction rammed into them near Daldali square, throwing both riders onto the road. They were 
rushed to the Nuapada District Headquarters Hospital by locals and police, where doctors declared them 
dead. Lakhna police sent the bodies for post-mortem and launched an investigation. The speeding truck fl ed 
the scene. On Saturday, family members, villagers and social workers staged a protest outside the hospital 
demanding compensation. Financial aid of Rs 20,000 and Rs 10,000 was given to each of the families.

Man lynched over 
goat theft suspicion



On 12 June, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a res-
olution demanding an immediate, unconditional and lasting 
ceasefi re in Gaza. It spoke of ending Israel’s use of starvation as 

a weapon of war. A total of 149 nations voted in favour, with America 
and Israel opposing. India abstained from voting, repeating a pattern it 
has adopted in the Modi era. This has upset some Indians because it is a 
break from India’s longstanding position on Palestine and Palestinians, 
but it is in keeping with the thrust of the BJP’s Hindutva ideology.

On the other hand, the government’s supporters have been upset 
by the even-handedness with which the world has approached our 
recent confl ict with Pakistan. We cannot get nations to take our side.

This column is not a critique of India’s foreign policy under Na-
rendra Modi; it is an attempt to explain it. The BJP’s manifestoes 
from the very beginning, in its Jana Sangh avatar in the 1950s, have 
little to offer in terms of foreign policy doctrine. However, Foreign 
Minister S Jaishankar has laid out his thesis in his writings and this 
will help us appreciate what India is attempting to do in the world. 
Jaishankar assumes that in our time the United States and Europe 
will look inward (his fi rst book of essays was published just before 
Trump lost in 2020), while China would continue to rise. This would 
open the space for countries like India to be opportunistic in their 
engagements with the world and for this 
they did not need consistency.

What India wanted was a ‘multi-polar 
Asia’—meaning one in which India could 
claim parity with China. Many balls 
would need to be kept in the air, Jaishan-
kar writes and India would handle them 
with dexterity. This was opportunism 
but that was all right because opportun-
ism, he tells us, was in India’s culture. 
We should understand our abstention 
from voting against genocide and star-
vation of children by Israel in this light.

The Mahabharata’s lessons, Jaishan-
kar says, are that deceit and immorali-
ty are merely to ‘not play by the rules.’ 
Drona’s demanding of Eklavya’s thumb, 
Indra’s appropriation of Karna’s armour, 
Arjuna using Shikhandi as a human 
shield, these were but ‘practices and 
traditions.’

Inconsistency in policy was not only 
fi ne but required because ‘obsessing 
about consistency’ made little sense in 
changing circumstances. So what was 
such a doctrine to be called? In a speech 
he made where he fi rst laid out this doc-
trine of opportunism and inconsisten-
cy, Jaishankar said it is hard to think 
of a name. He takes up and discards the 
phrases — ‘multi-alignment’ (‘sounds too 
opportunistic’) and ‘India fi rst’ (‘sounds 
self centred’). He settles at ‘advancing prosperity and infl uence,’ which 
he says is accurate but thinks is not catchy. He believes some name for 
it will eventually come if it is pursued long enough, because part of the 
challenge is that we are still in the early phase of a major transition.

The opponent will point out that this was no real foreign policy at all. 
This was a cover on top of what was already going on. What interested 
Modi, and what was inconsistent but made for pageant and ceremony, 
was being passed off as something meaningful. The opponent will also 
ask why Jaishankar’s doctrine is detached from the rhetoric offered 
by the BJP. There is no role for India the civilisational entity, which 
nationalists from Nehru to the BJP have made much of. There is no 
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam-style romanticism or Vishwaguru-type 
bombast here, and Jaishankar’s nameless doctrine is stripped of all 
forms of morality and ethic. This is not India engaging with the world 
on the strength of Indian pluralism. The world is a transactional place 
and India must be dexterous enough to be able to take advantage of it. 
One important element of this line of thinking was to take advantage 
of the war in Ukraine and buy cheap Russian oil. Europe, dependent 
on Russian gas for energy could hardly press other nations for buying 
from Russia. India did so, along with China. How much cheaper was 
it? The average landed price of imported crude for April–December 
2022 was $99.2 per barrel. If oil from Russia was excluded, the average 
price was $101.2, meaning a saving of $2 per barrel. And this money 
did not come back to the Indian citizen as we have seen in the price 
of fuel; instead it enriched private refi ners.

Jaishankar does not appear to have anticipated that this theory of his 
worked both ways. In such a world as he imagined, others would also 
seek to take advantage of India, and treat it in opportunistic fashion. 
This might help explain why our global outreach has received such 
a tepid response. We have chosen to be transactional with the world, 
as our UN votes reveal. The major powers understand and accept this 
and they will in turn be transactional with us. Whether this is good, 
bad or indifferent foreign policy is for the reader to decide.

F
rom diplomatic 
arm-twisting and 
economic and politi-
cal blackmail to wars 

and hegemonic trade and tar-
iff mechanisms, Yankee im-
perialism and its European 
minion lapdogs continue to 
wreak havoc on the lives of 
working people—destroying 
their homes, happiness, and 
livelihoods. The deliberate 
creation of crises, fear, death, 
destitution, and hopelessness 
is not merely a consequence 
of imperialist actions, but an 
integral part of their strate-
gic design—inseparable from 
their motives and mecha-
nisms. There is no such thing 
as “collateral damage” when it 
comes to the calculated, strate-
gic operations of imperialism 
across the globe. There is no 
fundamental difference be-
tween old and new forms of im-
perialism. Both rely on brute 
force to dominate people, seize 
resources, and undermine 
global peace and prosperity. 
From creating and sponsor-
ing terrorism to supporting 
dictatorial, authoritarian, and 
reactionary regimes, imperi-
alism remains the lifeblood of 
anti-democratic forces across 
the world. Contemporary im-
perialism is every bit as brutal 
as its historical predecessors.

According to the RULAC 
(Rule of Law in Armed Con-
fl icts) initiative by the Geneva 
Academy of International Hu-
manitarian Law and Human 
Rights, there are currently 
110 armed confl icts ongoing 
around the world. Of all these 
confl icts, 45 are in the Mid-
dle East and North Africa, 
35 in sub-Saharan Africa, 21 
in Asia, 7 in Europe, and 6 in 
Latin America. Some of these 
confl icts have lasted for over 50 
years. Meanwhile, the Council 
on Foreign Relations’ Global 
Confl ict Tracker identifi es 
32 active wars and confl icts 

worldwide. Behind many of 
these confl icts—both visibly 
and invisibly—are the hands 
of Yankee imperialism and its 
European allies. From the wars 
between Ukraine and Russia, 
India and Pakistan, and Iran 
and Israel, to the destruction 
of Palestine and military oper-
ations in Baluchistan, as well as 
various regions across Africa, 
Asia, Latin America, Europe, 
and the Middle East, imperi-
alist infl uence is pervasive in 
creating and sustaining these 
confl icts. The devastation of Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and Lib-
ya stands as a testament to the 
role of American and European 
imperialism, driven by lies, ma-
nipulation, and unlawful mili-
tary interventions disguised as 
democratic diplomacy.

All these violent confl icts 
and wars are orchestrated by 
imperialist forces to exploit 
natural resources, while the 
working masses are made to 
fi ght each other in the name 
of territory, nationalism, re-
ligion, culture, and ethnicity. 
Imperialist powers not only ini-
tiate but also actively promote 
wars and confl icts, ensuring 
that their factories producing 
weapons of mass destruction 
remain profi table—at the cost 
of human lives and livelihoods. 

The global arms trade, driven 
by American and European in-
terests, fundamentally depends 
on the expansion and perpetu-
ation of confl ict. Without war, 
their arms industries would 
collapse. To keep these “arms 
shops” open, American and 
European imperialism contin-
ues to manufacture and sustain 
confl ict around the world.

According to the Stockholm 
International Peace Research 
Institute (SIPRI) Fact Sheet 
(March 2025), European and 
American states remain the 
dominant exporters of arms. 
The US, France, Germany, Ita-
ly, the UK, and China were the 
major arms exporters between 
2020 and 2024. The same report 
reveals that US arms exports 
increased by 21% from 2015 to 
2024, while France saw an 11% 
increase. In contrast, Russian 
arms exports declined by 64% 
over the same period. On the re-
ceiving end, Ukraine, India, Qa-
tar, Saudi Arabia, and Pakistan 
were the largest arms importers 
during 2020–2024. American and 
European imperialists, along 
with their military-industrial 
complexes, lay the foundations 
for this global arms trade.

According to conservative 
estimates, more than 7 million 
people have died as a result of 

recent imperialist wars and 
confl icts. The Watson Institute 
for International and Public Af-
fairs at Brown University (USA) 
reports that over 940,000 people 
were killed in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Syria, Yemen, and Pakistan 
during the post-9/11 “War on 
Terror” led by imperialist pow-
ers. Of these, more than 432,000 
were civilians killed between 
2001 and 2023. An additional 
3.6 to 3.8 million people are es-
timated to have died indirectly 
in these war zones, bringing 
the total death toll to at least 4.5 
to 4.7 million—and still rising. 
More than 1.5 million people 
have been killed in the ongoing 
Russia–Ukraine war. Since 7 
October, 2023, over 65,000 Pal-
estinians have been killed by 
Israeli military operations, in-
cluding 17,492 children. These 
deaths and the widespread dev-
astation they represent are en-
tirely avoidable. Yet American 
and European imperialist pow-
ers continue to manufacture 
and promote new confl icts and 
wars to sustain their hegemon-
ic dominance and profi t-driven 
capitalist systems. 

Under the leadership of Pres-
ident Donald Trump, Ameri-
can imperialism opened a new 
economic front by unilaterally 
imposing tariffs on numerous 
countries, aiming to control and 
dominate international trade. 
Such imperialist economic strat-
egies have led to increased costs 
of essential goods and services, 
further marginalising working 
people. There is no escaping 
from the pervasive and destruc-
tive consequences of imperial-
ism on the daily lives of people 
and the health of the planet. 
The defeat of imperialism in all 
its forms is central to achieving 
lasting global peace, happiness 
and shared prosperity.

The writer teaches at 
the London Metropolitan 

University.
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Nameless Doctrine

SPECTRUM SUSTAINABILITY

The case for green business

Dangerous escalation

Sir, This refers to “Israel strikes Iran’s nuclear sites,” Orissa POST, 
June 14. Israel’s bombing of Iran’s nuclear sites, killing top Iranian 
army offi cials, has triggered a dangerous and catastrophic escalation 
in the Middle East. Iran launched a wave of retaliatory attacks, mark-
ing one of the most direct confrontations between the two nations in 
recent history. This sharp intensifi cation threatens to destabilise the 
region, drawing in global powers and risking a broader confl ict. The 
consequences of this confrontation are severe. With tensions rising 
near the Strait of Hormuz—a vital energy corridor—global oil prices 
have surged, threatening economic stability worldwide. For India, 
the fallout is particularly concerning. As one of the largest import-
ers of Middle Eastern crude oil, India is highly vulnerable to price 
spikes, which could fuel infl ation, widen the trade defi cit, and slow 
economic growth. Additionally, India has millions of citizens living 
and working in the Gulf region. A prolonged confl ict could endanger 
their safety and force emergency evacuations. Diplomatically, India 
fi nds itself in a tight spot, balancing its strategic partnerships with 
both Israel and Iran.  

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

True knowledge is not attained 
by thinking. It is what you are; it 
is what you become.
 
 SRI AUROBINDO IMPERIALISM IN ACTION

CONFLICTS

S ince Donald Trump’s 
return to the White 
House, the US has 

taken an everything-every-
where-all-at-once approach to 
disrupting the domestic and 
global status quo, and sustain-
ability and climate commit-
ments have been among its 
fi rst targets. Trump immedi-
ately signed an executive order 
withdrawing the US from the 
Paris climate agreement, and 
his administration then can-
celed funding for clean-energy 
projects under the Infl ation Re-
duction Act and the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. Against 
this backdrop, some compa-
nies are quietly downplaying 
or abandoning their previously 
announced environmental and 
climate commitments.

But no amount of shock-and-
awe policy disruption in one 
country compares to the disrup-
tion caused by climate change. 
Already, the fi nancial costs 
from disrupted global supply 
chains – owing to water stress, 
biodiversity loss, and land deg-
radation – are projected to reach 
up to $25 trillion by 2060. Busi-
nesses that fail to manage these 
risks will face higher costs, in-
creased regulatory scrutiny, 
and reputational damage. For 
example, automakers that are 
slow-playing the transition to 
electric vehicles may fi nd them-

selves scrambling to catch up as 
more governments enact legis-
lation to phase out internal com-
bustion engines in the coming 
years. In time, legacy auto brands 
are likely to face the same kind of 
scrutiny and reputational fallout 
that oil and gas producers have.
By contrast, companies that pro-
actively build greater resilience 
throughout their businesses and 
supply chains will benefi t from 
greater investor confi dence, and 
thus lower capital costs.

But with the climate-fi nance 
industry focused mostly on 
the net-zero agenda, physical 
risks and climate-adaptation 
needs have not received the 
attention they merit. As a re-
sult, banks, asset managers, 
and (especially) insurers are 
sitting on a time bomb of po-
tential liabilities. Adapting to 
a world characterized by biodi-
versity loss, water stress, and 
other risks is now crucial to 
maintaining corporate profi t-
ability over the long term.

Far-sighted countries and 
companies will recognize 
that this upheaval represents 
an opportunity. In separate 
studies, McKinsey Sustain-
ability and the World Business 
Council for Sustainable Devel-
opment estimated the econom-
ic opportunity represented by 
the sustainable transition at 
$12 trillion per year by 2030.

Similarly, Kantar BrandZ 
assessments show that percep-
tions of sustainability enhance 
brand equity (value in the eyes 
of customers), drive sales, and 
allow brands to command a pre-
mium. Yet even as sustainabil-
ity perceptions add as much as 
10% to the value of the top 100 
brands, these companies are 
still leaving an estimated $600 
billion on the table. The next de-
cade of business will be defi ned 
by companies that recognize 
sustainability as an economic 
imperative, rather than just a 
regulatory requirement.

Economic power is shifting 
fast with the impending gen-
erational transfer of wealth. 
In the US alone, the transfer 
of wealth from Baby Boomers 
(born between 1946 and 1964) to 
Millennials (1981-96) and Gen 
Z (1997-2012) could amount to 
$84.4 trillion over the next 20 
years. As Millennial and Gen Z 
consumers become more dom-
inant in the marketplace, they 
are seeking brands that refl ect 
their values, and chief among 
these is a preference for mu-
tualism over individualism: a 
sense of community and shared 
responsibility for collective 
gain in the face of anticipated 
uncertainty and adversity. In 
this context, businesses like 
Airbnb, Vinted, and IKEA are 
stealing a march with brand 

communications that focus on 
cooperation, community, and a 
sense of belonging. 

As global markets increasing-
ly focus on business resilience 
and respond to the rise of in-
dustrial policy and longer-term 
investment strategies, compa-
nies that adapt to generational 
change will be best positioned 
to lead the next industrial rev-
olution. We are experiencing 
much more than the shock of US 
policy shifts. To remain credible 
in the eyes of consumers and in-
vestors, brands and businesses 
will have to get serious about 
building climate resilience in-
to their operations – whether 
by addressing single points of 
failure in their supply chains or 
by implementing robust crisis 
and recovery plans.

For businesses, the need to 
adapt to climate change isn't 
going away, and neither is 
consumer demand for sustain-
able solutions. Globally, 85% 
of people surveyed still want 
to make “greener” choices in 
their purchases. Companies 
that shun, renounce, or post-
pone climate-attuned strate-
gies do so at their own peril.

The writer is Managing 
Partner of the Sustainable 

Transformation Practice 
at Kantar. 
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The global arms trade, driven by 
American and European interests, 

fundamentally depends on the expansion 
and perpetuation of confl ict

THERE IS NO 
SUCH THING AS 

‘COLLATERAL 
DAMAGE’ 
WHEN IT 

COMES TO THE 
CALCULATED, 

STRATEGIC 
OPERATIONS OF 

IMPERIALISM 
ACROSS THE 

GLOBE

WE HAVE 
CHOSEN TO BE 

TRANSACTIONAL 
WITH THE WORLD, 
AS OUR UN VOTES 

REVEAL. THE 
MAJOR POWERS 

UNDERSTAND 
AND ACCEPT 

THIS AND THEY 
WILL IN TURN BE 
TRANSACTIONAL 

WITH US 

Bhabani Shankar 
Nayak

Aakar Patel

COMPANIES 
THAT SHUN, 
RENOUNCE, 

OR POSTPONE 
CLIMATE-ATTUNED 

STRATEGIES 
DO SO AT THEIR 

OWN PERIL

Jonathan Hall

WISDOM CORNER
The secret of genius is to carry the spirit of the child into old 
age, which means never losing your enthusiasm.  
 ALDOUS HUXLEY

To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you 
something else is the greatest accomplishment. 
 RALPH WALDO EMERSON

No one can be perfectly free till all are free; no one can be 
perfectly moral till all are moral; no one can be perfectly happy 
till all are happy.
 HERBERT SPENCER

 
1775: George Washington was named commander in chief of the 
colonies by the Continental Congress.

1844: Charles Goodyear patents vulcanization. The American inventor 
is credited with developing the basic concept of strengthening rubber by 
adding sulfur or similar materials. Vulcanized rubber is today used for a 
wide array of products, such as tires and shoe soles.

1954: The Union of European Football Associations is founded. The 
UEFA is the umbrella organization for association football in Europe. It 
comprises 54 member countries in Europe and Asia.

1977: Spain holds the fi rst free elections since 1936. The transition to 
democracy followed nearly four decades of right-wing dictatorship under 
Francisco Franco. Adolfo Suárez became Spain's fi rst democratically 
elected Prime Minister.

1991: Mount Pinatubo explodes. The stratovolcano's eruption was one 
of the most violent of the 20th century. About 800 people died, but the 
event had also global consequences. For example, it caused a global 
temperature drop of 0.5 °C (0.9 °F).

Secure the skies

Sir, Air travel has always been regarded as the safest 
mode of commuting but that record appears to be 
under threat subsequent to the “Black Thursday.”  
Even frequent fl yers may panic while boarding a 
fl ight let alone those with aerophobia. It is very crit-
ical to prevent such air crashes and secure the skies. 
The Boeing 778 Dreamliner, in little over 14 years, 
has earned a formidable reputation for safety. Very 
fast and fuel effi cient, the aircraft is said to possess a 
range of 13530 km. That being said, there have been 
reports and complaints about its assembly defects 
though no aircraft in the world can perhaps boast of 
having totally accident-free engines. Mechanic de-
fect, engine failure, bird hit and human error: one or 
the combination of these are attributed to the gory 
tragedy at Ahmedabad. Recovery of the black box 
that contains Flight Data Recorder and Cockpit Voice 
Recorder may answer most of the queries. 

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

 FOCUS
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Imphal, June 14: Two cabin 
crew members from Manipur 
- Kongbrailatpam Nganthoi 
Sharma (20) and Lamnunthem 
Singson (26) – were killed when 
the London-bound Air India 
fl ight, carrying over 240 pas-
sengers, crashed shortly after 
taking off from the Ahmedabad 
airport. 

Former Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh, in a so-
cial media post, confi rmed the 
death of Sharma and Singson.

Singh, in a post on his social 
media platform X handle, said, 
“It is heartbreaking to share 
that two young cabin crew 
members from Manipur, Kon-
grabailatpam Nganthoi Shar-
ma and Lamnunthem Singson, 
were among those who lost 
their lives in today’s Air India 
crash in Ahmedabad.”

“Both were full of life, serv-
ing with dedication and pride. 
Their sudden passing is a huge 
loss for their families, friends, 
and for all of us back home. 
May their souls rest in peace 
and may their loved ones fi nd 
the strength to get through 
this unimaginable pain,” 
Singh said.

Sharma belonged to the 
Meitei community and hailed 
from Manipur’s Thoubal, while 
Singson, a resident of Kang-
pokpi district, was from the 
tribal Thadou community.

A relative of Sharma said 
in Imphal that after hearing 
about the plane crash, they 
dialled her several times, but 
none of the calls were received.

“Her mobile phone was also 
still on and it was continuously 

ringing,” K Khenjita, a relative 
of Sharma, said.

Her last message before take-
off was, “I’m going to London. 
In a few minutes, we’ll take off. 
We may not be able to talk af-
terwards.”

Sharma was recruited by 
Air India during a recruitment 
call in Imphal three years ago, 
while she was studying for an 
undergraduate course.

“She got selected and was 
based in Mumbai,” family 
members said.

Manipur Governor Ajay Ku-
mar Bhalla and former Chief 
Minister Singh expressed 
shock and grief over the plane 
crash.

“The Hon’ble Governor of 
Manipur has expressed deep 
sorrow over the tragic and 
shocking incident of an aircraft 
crash that occurred during 
a fl ight from Ahmedabad to 
London. He has prayed to the 
Almighty for the speedy recov-

ery of all those injured in this 
unfortunate mishap,” the Raj 
Bhavan said on its X handle.

Chief Ministers of all north-
eastern states – Assam (Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma), Tripu-
ra (Manik Saha), Arunachal 
Pradesh (Pema Khandu), 
Meghalaya (Conrad K Sang-
ma), Nagaland (Neiphiu Rio), 
Mizoram (Lalduhoma) – in 
separate posts in their X han-
dles expressed deep shock over 
the plane crash. The Boeing 787 
Dreamliner (VT-ANB), on its 
way to London, with 242 people 
on board, including two pilots 
and 10 cabin crew, crashed a 
few minutes after taking off 
from Ahmedabad’s Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International 
Airport.

Flight operations at Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel Internation-
al Airport, Ahmedabad, were 
temporarily suspended after 
the accident, but resumed after 
a few hours.
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Gangtok, June 14: The Sik-
kim Bhutia Lepcha Apex Com-
mittee (SIBLAC) Saturday 
appealed to the Nepal govern-
ment and the Nepal Mountain-
eering Association (NMA) to 
immediately halt a planned 
expedition to Mt Kanchen-
junga, citing the mountain’s 
deep spiritual and cultural 
signifi cance to the indigenous 
communities of Sikkim.

In two separate letters ad-
dressed to Nepal’s tourism 
minister and the NMA pres-
ident, SIBLAC urged the au-
thorities to reconsider their 
decision to allow a joint moun-
taineering expedition involv-
ing climbers from India and 
Nepal, which is scheduled 
to begin from Nepal June 18 
under the aegis of India’s Na-
tional Institute of Mountain-
eering and Adventure Sports 
(NIMAS).

According to SIBLAC, Mt 
Kanchenjunga is not merely 
a geographical landmark but 
a sacred entity, revered as a 
guardian deity by the Sik-
kimese people.

The organisation noted that 
the mountain is central to the 
state’s religious and cultural 

heritage, and is associated 
with annual prayers and cer-
emonies deeply rooted in local 
traditions.

The letters further refer-
ence the 2001 notifi cation by 
the Government of Sikkim, 
which banned mountaineer-
ing activities on the mountain 
out of respect for local beliefs. 
They also invoked provisions 
of Article 371F and Sikkim’s 
special status within the Indi-
an Constitution, emphasising 
the protection of indigenous 
customs and religious senti-
ments.

SIBLAC warned that any ex-
pedition involving summiting 
Kanchenjunga, particularly 
from Nepal, could be perceived 
as a serious cultural violation, 
and called for the mountain to 
be treated with spiritual rev-
erence rather than as a site for 
adventure tourism.

The committee requested 
both governments to act with 
sensitivity and uphold the sa-
cred status of the mountain.

The appeal concluded with 
a request to halt the planned 
ascent and preserve the spir-
itual and environmental 
sanctity of the region, while 
respecting the sentiments of 
the Sikkimese people.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Imphal, June 14: In a major 
development, the security forc-
es in joint operations, have re-
covered 328 rifl es and around 
9,300 different types of ammu-
nition in restive Manipur, offi -
cials said here Saturday.

A senior police offi cial said 
that in the wee hours of Sat-
urday, on the basis of specifi c 
Intelligence reports regarding 
the presence of a large cache 
of arms and ammunition 
stashed in different areas of fi ve 
Imphal valley districts, simul-
taneous search operations were 
launched at different locations.

He said that joint teams of 
Manipur Police, Army, Assam 
Rifl es, Border Security Force 
(BSF), the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) and the 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) recovered the signifi -
cant number of arms and a huge 
cache of ammunition and war-
like stores from the outskirts of 
fi ve valley districts of Imphal 

West, Imphal East, Thoubal, 
Bishnupur, and Kakching.

Of the 328 arms recovered, 
151 are Self-Loading Rifl es 
(SLRs), followed by 73 rifl es, 65 
INSAS rifl es, 12 Light Machine 
Guns (LMGs), six AK series ri-
fl es, fi ve carbines, six pistols 
and many other different types 
of arms.

The joint forces also recov-
ered around 9,300 various types 
of ammunition in the most suc-
cessful operations, the offi cial 
said.

A Manipur Police state-

ment said that these Intelli-
gence-based operations mark a 
major achievement for the Ma-
nipur Police, the security forc-
es, in their continued efforts 
to restore normalcy, maintain 
public order, and ensure the 
safety and security of citizens 
and their property.

The Manipur Police reit-

erates its commitment to a 
peaceful and secure Manipur, 
the statement said.

It said that the public is 
urged to cooperate with the 
police and security forces and 
report any suspicious activi-
ties or information related to 
illegal weapons to the nearest 
police station or Central Con-

trol Room.
“Senior police offi cials are 

in close coordination with all 
security stakeholders to ensure 
that such operations continue 
in a sustained and focussed 
manner to restore normalcy, 
maintain public order, and en-
sure the safety and security of 
citizens and their properties,” 
the statement said.

The recovery of 328 arms and 
9,300 various types of ammuni-
tion is the fi rst major success of 
the security forces in Manipur 
after the ethnic violence broke 
out in the state May 3, 2023.

Various offi cial reports, 
political parties claimed that 
during the ethnic riots more 
than 6,020 varied types of so-
phisticated arms and lakhs of 
different types of ammunition 
were looted from the police sta-
tions and police outposts by the 
mobs, attackers and militants.

Till March 6, around 1,000 
looted and illegally-held weap-
ons, including many sophisti-
cated arms, and a huge cache 
of ammunition, have been re-
turned to the security forces 
since Governor Ajay Kumar 
Bhalla made the appeal for the 
fi rst time February 20.
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Srinagar, June 14: Jammu 
and Kashmir Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Saturday 
said the parks at tourist plac-
es, which were closed in view 
of security considerations after 
the April 22 Pahalgam attack, 
are being reopened in a phased 
manner to allow tourists to vis-
it the destinations.

He said that some destina-
tions will be reopened in the 
fi rst phase from June 17.

Some places were closed af-
ter April 22 (attack) in view of 
security considerations. The 
divisional commissioners and 
IGPs of Kashmir and Jammu 
have taken reports from every 
district and it has been decided 
to reopen some destinations in 
a phased manner, Sinha said.

The lieutenant governor was 
speaking to reporters after vis-
iting the Nunwan Base Camp of 
the annual Amarnath Yatra in 
Pahalgam in south Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district.

Sinha said the destinations 
that have been decided to be 
reopened for tourists in the fi rst 
phase include Beetab Valley 
and the parks near Pahalgam 
market in the famous tourist 
destination of Pahalgam, Ver-
inag, Kokernag and Achabal 
gardens in Anantnag district.

In Srinagar, Badamwari 
Park, Duck Park near Nigeen 
and Taqdeer Park near Hazrat-
bal will also be reopened in the 
fi rst phase. These eight places 
are being reopened and tourists 
can visit these, he added.

The lieutenant governor al-
so said that eight destinations 
would be reopened in Jammu 
region as well.

Sarthal and Dhaggar in Kath-
ua, Devipindi, Siyad Baba and 
Sula Park in Reasi, Guldanda and 
Jai valley in Doda, and Pancheri 
in Udhampur -- all in Jammu re-
gion -- are also being reopened in 
the fi rst phase, said Sinha.

Eight places are being re-
opened in the fi rst phase. In 
the next phase, some other des-
tinations will be reopened, he 
added. The lieutenant governor 
said the committee comprising 
of the divisional commissioners 
and IGPs of both regions will 
take reports from districts and 
then some more places will be 
reopened in consultations with 
the Tourism department.

The tourists are coming. 
There is a new enthusiasm 
in people after the launch of 
Vande Bharat (train), Rail-
ways people have told me that 
all tickets have been booked for 
the next 10-12 days. The number 
of tourists is increasing gradu-
ally, said Sinha.

Endeavours are being made 
from every side, the Govern-
ment of India will also be hav-
ing meetings of the Parliamen-
tary delegations, committees 
etc. in Srinagar. This will re-
store the confi dence, he added.

Commenting on the Amar-
nath Yatra that is scheduled 
to begin July 3, the lieutenant 
governor said that stringent se-
curity arrangements have been 
made and appealed to people to 
come here in large numbers.

“But I request them to trav-
el in convoy only from Jammu. 
Security agencies have formu-
lated a plan for them to travel 
here and they should stick to 
that plan,” he said.

“Met the delegation of 
Hon’ble MLAs, DDC Chairper-
son & Vice Chairpersons, tour 
and travel operators, Ponywa-
la association and hoteliers’ 
associations at Pahalgam. I’ve 
assured the delegation that re-
strictions on other tourist spots 
will be lifted after thorough se-
curity assessment,” he said in 
a post on X. Sinha said the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Police, Army 
and CAPFs have made foolproof 
security arrangements for the 
annual pilgrimage.

“The locals have supported 
the yatra and I especially want 
from the people of Kashmir to 
come forward and participate 
in this yatra. This is your yatra, 
it makes your economy stron-
ger and it will start the revival 
of tourism, so there is a need 
for all to support it,” said Sinha.

PAHALGAM ATTACK

Closed destinations being
reopened in phases: Sinha

SIBLAC urges Nepal to respect
sanctity of Mt Kanchenjunga

2 Manipuri crew members of
London-bound AI fl ight killed
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Srinagar, June 14: The Jam-
mu and Kashmir government 
Saturday provided a job to the 
wife of Adil Shah, a local pony 
ride operator who was killed 
in the April 22 Pahalgam at-
tack while battling terrorists, 
offi cials said.

J&K Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha handed over the 
appointment letter to Adil 
Shah’s wife Gulnaz Akhter at 
their house in the Hapatnar 
area of Pahalgam in Anantnag 
district. After interacting with 
Adil Shah’s family members 
and some locals, Sinha told re-
porters that the government 
job to Akhter was a symbol of 
gratitude from the administra-
tion to her husband’s valour.

“Gulnaz Akhter has been 
given a permanent job in the 
fi sheries department in Anant-
nag. This is a mark of gratitude 
from the administration. We 
have talked to the family and 
the people of the village, who 
want increased employment 
opportunities in the region. 
We will take care of that in the 
days to come,” Sinha said.

The L-G said the J&K govern-
ment has already provided fi -
nancial assistance to Adil Shah’s 
family for the bravery shown by 
the pony ride operator.

Taking to X, Sinha said, “Met 
the family members of martyr 
Syed Adil Hussain at Anantnag. 
Handed an appointment letter 
to his wife Mrs Gulnaz Akhter 
on compassionate grounds. The 
whole country is proud of the 
bravery of Adil who sacrifi ced 
his life while protecting tour-
ists at Pahalgam on April 22.”

Forces make major arms haul in Manipur

The recovery is the fi rst major success of the 
security forces in Manipur after the ethnic 
violence broke out in the state May 3, 2023

328 rifl es, 9,300 
different types of 

ammunition recovered

Security personnel serve 'chhabeel', a cold sweet drink, to passersby to offer relief from the scorching heat, in Jammu, Saturday  PTI PHOTO

Wife of pony ride
operator killed in
Pahalgam attack
receives job letter
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Itanagar, June 14: The 
Arunachal Pradesh govern-
ment will develop the World 
War II museum at Jairampur 
in Changlang, Deputy Chief 
Minister Chowna Mein said, 
emphasising the region’s im-
portance in the Burma Cam-
paign.

The museum is located at 
the historical Stilwell Road, 
a strategic World War II 
route.

Chairing a meeting here 
Thursday, Mein noted the 
historical significance of the 
Pangsau Pass and the Stilwell 
Road.

“This area is of immense his-
torical value, and we aim to de-
velop a one-of-a-kind museum 
to preserve and showcase this 
legacy while transforming it 
into a major heritage-cum-tour-
ism hub,” he said.

The deputy CM said the col-
lection of artefacts needs to be 
enhanced so that a dedicated 
gallery showcasing the con-
tributions of the indigenous 
people can be developed, not-
ing the role played by people 
of the Singpho, Khamti, Adi, 
Nocte, Mishmi, and Naga 
tribes, who served as soldiers 
and porters during what is 
popularly known as the ‘Bur-
ma War’.

During the Pangsau Pass 
Winter Festival, a Willy Jeep 
rally from the Hump WWII 
Museum in Pasighat, East 
Siang district, to Pangsau 
Pass, as well as a supercar 
rally, have been planned to 
attract tourists and history 
enthusiasts.

Arunachal plans 
World War II 
museum facelift

Lone AAP lawmaker
withdraws support
to NC-led J&K govt 
Jammu: The lone Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) MLA Mehraj Malik 
Saturday announced withdrawal 
of his support to the National 
Conference-led government 
in Jammu and Kashmir.The 
withdrawal of support by Malik will 
have no impact on the government 
as the National Conference-
Congress alliance has a majority 
on its own. The NC has 42 MLAs 
and the Congress six in the 90-seat 
Assembly and the government 
also enjoys the support of fi ve 
independent MLAs. “I, Mehraj 
Malik, MLA from Doda, hereby 
withdraw my support to NC in the 
government coalition. This decision 
has been taken in the best interest 
of my people of Jammu and Kashmir 
whose trust and welfare will 
always be my top priority,” the AAP 
legislator wrote on X. Malik scripted 
history by defeating BJP’s Gajay 
Singh Rana from Doda Assembly 
constituency by 4,538 votes in last 
year’s Assembly polls, making 
him AAP’s fi rst and only winning 
candidate from J&K. He was 
appointed as the state president of 
AAP March 21 this year.
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New Delhi, June 14: India 
Saturday asserted that its po-
sition on the Israel-Iran situa-
tion remains as stated earlier 
and urged the international 
community to utilise chan-
nels of dialogue and diploma-
cy towards de-escalation, af-
ter the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) issued a 
statement critical of Israel’s 
military strikes.

India had Friday said it was 
“deeply concerned” at the re-
cent developments between 
Iran and Israel and “closely 
monitoring” the evolving sit-
uation, even as New Delhi had 
urged both countries to avoid 
any escalatory steps.

The statement by SCO dat-
ed June 14 said, “The member 
states of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO) 
express serious concern over 
the escalating tensions in 
the Middle East and strongly 
condemn the military strikes 
carried out by Israel on the ter-
ritory of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran June 13.”

China currently holds the 
chairmanship of the SCO. The 
infl uential economic and se-
curity bloc’s members include 
Russia, India and Pakistan.

The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said India had 
communicated its position to 
other SCO members and did 
not participate in the discus-
sions on the statement.

“The SCO has issued a state-
ment on recent developments 
between Israel and Iran. In-
dia’s own position on the mat-

ter had been articulated by 
us 13 June 2025, and remains 
the same,” the MEA said in a 
statement.

“We urge that channels of 
dialogue and diplomacy be 
utilised to work towards de-es-
calation and it is essential that 
the international community 
undertake endeavours in that 
direction,” it said.

The MEA further said the 
“overall position of India as 
stated above was communi-
cated to other SCO members”.

“Keeping that in mind, India 
did not participate in the discus-
sions on the above-mentioned 
SCO statement,” it added.

In its statement Saturday, 
the MEA said External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar too dis-
cussed this matter with his Ira-
nian counterpart Friday and 
“conveyed the deep concern of 
the international community 
at the turn of events”.

“He also urged the avoidance 
of any escalatory steps and an 
early return to diplomacy,” the 
statement said.

The SCO is a permanent in-
tergovernmental internation-
al organisation established in 
2001 in Shanghai in China by 
Kazakhstan, China, the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Russia, Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan.

The SCO statement on the 
Israel-Iran situation claimed, 
“Such aggressive actions (by 
Israel) against civilian targets, 
including energy and transport 
infrastructure, which have re-
sulted in civilian casualties, 
are a gross violation of inter-
national law and the United 
Nations Charter.”
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New Delhi, June 14: The fi re 
onboard a Singapore-fl agged 
cargo vessel that on June 9 fol-
lowing a container explosion off 
the Kerala coast has now been 
“largely contained” and efforts 
are underway for boundary 
cooling to avoid any fl are-up, 
ICG offi cials said Saturday.

A spokesperson of the Indian 
Coast Guard said that a total of 
11 ICG ships are currently de-
ployed for the fi refi ghting oper-
ation on cargo vessel MV Wan 
Hai 503.

The incident took place at ap-
proximately 9.20 am IST June 
9, around 44 nautical miles off 
Azhikkal in the Kannur district 
of Kerala and 130 nautical miles 
northwest of Kochi.

Earlier in the day, ICG 
spokesperson Comdt Amit Uni-
yal told PTI, “Eight ICG ships 
-- Sachet, Samarth, Saksham, 
Samudra Prahari, Vikram, 
Rajdoot, Kasturba Gandhi and 
Arnvesh -- are participating in 
the fi refi ghting operations”.

In the evening, he said, while 
the fi re has “largely been con-
tained”, three more ICG ships 
(total 11 ships) have been de-
ployed.

Additionally, an offshore pa-
trol vessel of the ICG is carrying 
out mid-sea refuelling of a sal-
vage tug to sustain the towing 
operation, the offi cial said.

The ICG Friday said that it 

had achieved a “major mile-
stone” in the ongoing operation 
to suppress fi re onboard cargo 
vessel MV Wan Hai 503, as its 
towing commenced to keep the 
ship away from the coast.

The fi refi ghting operations 
continued Saturday, with the 
ICG spokesperson saying that 
“continuous boundary cooling 
is in progress”.

The Indian Navy Saturday 
shared some details of what it 
described as a “daring aerial 
insertion” of a salvage team 
onboard the vessel a day ago.

“In a prompt response, the 
salvage team members were 
embarked onboard a Seaking 
helicopter at INS Garuda, Ko-
chi. The Naval helicopter suc-
cessfully inserted the team on 
the vessel amidst challenging 
weather and sea conditions and 
fi re onboard,” a Navy spokes-
person said.

A spokesperson of 
the Indian Coast 
Guard said that 
a total of 11 ICG 
ships are currently 
deployed for the 
fi refi ghting operation 
on cargo vessel MV 
Wan Hai 503

Only the 
state 
government 

contributes 
more funds 
to schemes 
that carry the 
PM's name and his image on 
sticker--the PMAY, PMMSY and 
Jaljeevan

MK STALIN | CHIEF MINISTER, TAMIL NADU

We thank 
LG Sahab 
for hand-

ing over the job 
order that was 
already prepared 
by the Fisheries 
Department, a department 
under the elected government 
led by Minister Javed Dar

TANVIR SADIQ | NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
CHIEF SPOKESPERSON
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AXIOM-4 MISSION NOW 
EYES JUNE 19 LIFT-OFF
Indian astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla and three 
others are expected to travel to the Interna-
tional Space Station June 19, after SpaceX 
successfully resolved the liquid oxygen leak in 
its Falcon-9 rocket, the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) announced Saturday

We should be united in 
our grief and provide as 

much solidarity as we can to the 
families of the passengers and 
others, including medical 
students, who lost their lives 
in the incident. It is a moment 
where we need to stand together 
and just provide solidarity
PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA | CONGRESS GENERAL SECRETARY

Five foreign 
universities 
will set up 

campuses on a 
250-acre plot in 
Navi Mumbai to 
enable Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region to emerge 
as a global education hub

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | CHIEF MINISTER, 
MAHARASHTRA

18 IPS offi cers 
transferred in Bihar
Patna: The Bihar government 
Saturday effected a major 
reshuffl e in its IPS cadre, 
transferring and giving new 
postings to 18 offi cers, which 
includes the appointment 
of a new Patna SSP and 
several district police chiefs. 
According to a notifi cation 
issued by the state Home 
Department, Patna SSP 
Awakash Kumar (2012-batch 
offi cer) will now take over 
as the Commandant of Bihar 
Special Armed Police. Kumar 
will be replaced by Kartikeya 
K Sharma (2014-batch 
offi cer), who was till now the 
Superintendent of Police of 
Purnea district.

Kadu withdraws 
hunger strike
Amravati: Prahar Janshakti 
Party founder Bachchu 
Kadu on Saturday ended 
his hunger strike here after 
Maharashtra minister Uday 
Samant assured him that his 
demands of farm loan waiver 
and hike in honorarium for 
persons with disabilities 
will be addressed by the 
government. Kadu, a former 
state minister, was on a 
hunger strike in Gurukunj 
Mozari in Teosa Taluka 
here for the last seven 
days demanding complete 
loan waiver for farmers in 
Maharashtra and Rs 6,000 
per month assistance for 
‘divyang-jan’ (persons with 
disability). 

34 fall ill after 
wedding feast
Nagpur: Thirty-four persons 
took ill due to suspected food 
poisoning after attending 
a wedding feast in Nagpur, 
an offi cial said Saturday. 
The incident took place 
Friday in Bhiwapur, he said, 
adding that the condition 
of 11 was serious. “Around 
3am, they started vomiting 
and experiencing stomach 
pain. The 11 critical patients 
are in Nagpur for advanced 
treatment, while others are in 
Bhiwapur rural hospital,” the 
offi cial said. 

Widespread rains in 
Kerala; red alert issued 
Thiruvananthapuram: 
Various districts of Kerala 
Saturday experienced 
widespread rains and strong 
winds, causing isolated 
incidents of uprooting of 
trees and damage to houses 
in many places. The falling 
down of trees were reported in 
high range areas of northern 
districts following incessant 
rains in many places since last 
night, local people said. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, June 14: The 
Congress Saturday attacked 
the Centre for abstaining from 
voting during the UNGA reso-
lution for a ceasefi re in Gaza 
and alleged that India’s foreign 
policy is in shambles.

The Opposition party also 
demanded answers from the 
government on whether India 
has abandoned its principled 
stand against war, against 
genocide, and for justice.

“It is now increasingly ev-
ident that our Foreign Policy 
is in shambles. Perhaps, PM 
Modi must now take a call on 
his EAM’s repeated blunders 
and set some accountability,” 
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge said.

In a post on X, he said that 
149 countries voted for a UNGA 
resolution for a ceasefi re in Ga-

za while India was only one of 
the 19 countries that abstained.

“We virtually stand isolated 
by this step,” he added.

Kharge further stated that 
the Congress had condemned 
the attacks by Hamas on the 
people of Israel October 8 2023.

“We have consistently con-
demned the indiscriminate ac-
tions that included a siege of 
the Gaza Strip and bombings 
in it. 60,000 people have died 
and there is a widespread and 
horrifi c humanitarian crisis. 
Have we abandoned India’s 
consistent stand advocating 
for a ceasefi re, peace, and di-
alogue in the Middle East and 
West Asia?” he asked.

Kharge affi rmed that this 
position is deeply rooted in In-
dia’s long-standing tradition 
of non-alignment and moral 
diplomacy, through which the 
nation has always promoted 
justice and peace in global 
confl icts.

Noting that October 19 2023, 
the Congress called for an im-
mediate ceasefi re and humani-
tarian assistance to the people 
of Gaza, he said, “India cannot 
stand by silently or passively 
while the region faces hor-
rifi c violence, humanitarian 
catastrophe, and increasing 

instability.”
Echoing similar sentiments, 

AICC general secretary, organ-
isation, KC Venugopal said 
India always stood for peace, 
justice, and human dignity.

“But today, India stands 
alone as the only country in 
South Asia, BRICS, and SCO to 
abstain on a UNGA resolution 
demanding a ceasefi re in Ga-
za. 60,000 killed. Most of them 
women and children. Thou-
sands starving. International 
aid blocked. A humanitarian 
catastrophe is unfolding,” he 
said in a post on X, question-
ing if India has abandoned its 
principled stand against war 
and genocide.

Venugopal called on the Min-
istry of External Affairs (MEA) 
to explain what had changed in 
the last six months that led In-
dia from supporting a ceasefi re 
to abstaining from the vote.

Training guns on the Nar-
endra Modi-led government, 
he accused the Centre of hav-
ing little regard for Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s legacy and questioned 
why it had abandoned Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee’s principled 
stance on Palestine.

Emphasising that India has 
long been a principled voice for 
ceasefi re, peace, and dialogue 
in the Middle East, Venugopal 
reiterated that India has his-
torically championed the cause 
of justice and humanitarian 
values in global confl icts.

Congress slams govt 
over UN Gaza vote

The Opposition 
party demanded answers 
from the government on 

whether India has 
abandoned its principled 

stand against war, against 
genocide, and for justice

It is now increasingly evi-
dent that our Foreign Poli-
cy is in shambles. Perhaps, 

PM Modi must now take a call 
on his EAM’s repeated blunders 
and set some accountability

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE | CONGRESS PRESIDENT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: Rajas-
than’s Mahesh Kumar has 
topped the medical entrance 
exam NEET-UG, while Utkarsh 
Awadhiya from Madhya Prad-
hesh has bagged the second 
rank, the National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA) announced Saturday.

More than 12.36 lakh can-
didates out of 22.09 lakh test 
takers qualifi ed the exam. The 
number is down from last year’s 
13.15 lakh qualifying candidates. 
However, the number of test tak-
ers was also higher last year at 
over 23.33 lakh.

Among the qualifying can-
didates this year, over 7.2 lakh 
are females while over 5.14 lakh 
are males. While 529 qualifying 
candidates are foreign nation-

als, 405 are NRIs and 606 are OCI 
card holders.

Maharashtra’s Krishang 
Joshi and Delhi’s Mrinal 
Kishore Jha bagged the third 
and fourth ranks, respectively.

Among females, Delhi’s Avika 
Aggarwal emerged topper, bag-
ging the fi fth rank nationally. 
The maximum qualifying can-
didates are from Uttar Pradesh 
(over 1.70 lakh), followed by 
Maharashtra (over 1.25 lakh) 
and Rajasthan (over 1.19 lakh).

A total of 73 candidates have 

scored marks in the range of 
651 to 686 out of 720 while 1,259 
candidates have scored between 
601 to 650.

“The NTA conducts the exam 
and declares result based on the 
eligibility criteria provided by 
the National Medical Council 
(NMC). The admitting author-
ities will now draw a merit list 
based on all India rank for the 
MBBS and BDS seats available 
in their jurisdiction,” said Col 
B Vijay Kumar, Director (Ex-
ams), NTA. The National Eli-

gibility-cum-Entrance Test-Un-
dergraduate (NEET-UG) is the 
largest entrance exam in the 
country in terms of the num-
ber of candidates appearing 
for the test.

The NTA conducts the NEET 
every year for admission in-
to medical colleges. A total of 
1,08,000 seats are available for 
the MBSS course -- approxi-
mately 56,000 in government 
hospitals, and about 52,000 in 
private colleges.

Admissions to undergraduate 
courses in dentistry, Ayurveda, 
Unani and Siddha also utilise 
NEET results for admission.

NTA conducted NEET at 5,468 
centres located at 552 cities in In-
dia and 14 cities in other coun-
tries May 4. The cities outside 
India were Abu Dhabi, Dubai, 
Bangkok, Colombo, Doha, Kath-
mandu, Kuwait, Lagos, Kaula 
Lumpur, Manama, Muscat, Ri-
yadh, Sharjah and Singapore.

The exam was conducted in 13 
languages -- Assamese, Bengali, 
English, Urdu, Gujarati, Hindi, 
Kannada, Malyalam, Marathi, 
Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu and Odia.

Rajasthan’s Mahesh Kumar bags AIR 1
NEET-UG RESULTThe maximum qualifying 

candidates are from Uttar 
Pradesh (over 1.70 lakh), 
followed by Maharashtra 

(over 1.25 lakh) and 
Rajasthan (over 1.19 lakh)

After SCO statement on 
Iran-Israel tensions, India 
says no change in position

Fire largely contained on 
Singapore-flagged vessel

Indian Air Force's (IAF) aerobatics team 'Surya Kiran' fl ies past during the Combined Graduation Parade of the 215th course at the Air Force Academy 
(AFA) Dundigal, near Hyderabad, Saturday.  PTI PHOTO

4 Naxalites killed in 
encounter with police 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Balaghat (MP), Jun 14: Four 
Naxalites, including three 
women, were killed in an en-
counter with security forces 
in a forest area of Balaghat 
district in Madhya Pradesh 
Saturday, Chief Minister Mo-
han Yadav said.

A grenade launcher, a 
self-loading rifl e (SLR), two .315 
bore rifl es, other weapons and 
material were also recovered 
from the site, he said.

In a post on X, the CM said, 
“Under the guidance of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi ji and 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah ji, the state has achieved 
a major success in the cam-
paign to eradicate Naxalism 
by March 2026.”

“One male and three female 
armed Naxalites have been 
killed in an encounter during 
a joint operation of Hawkforce, 
District Force and CRPF in the 
forests of Pachmadar and Kate-
jhiriya,” he said.

The search operation, in 
which a large number of po-
lice offi cers and jawans are 
engaged, is still underway, he 
said while congratulating the 
police force for eliminating the 
Naxalites.

“Hearty congratulations to 
our indomitable, courageous 
soldiers and senior police of-
fi cers of the state for this suc-
cess,” CM Yadav added.

Talking to PTI over the 
phone, Balaghat Zone Inspec-
tor General of Police Sanjay 
Kumar said efforts to iden-
tify the deceased Naxalites 
were on.

The operation against the 
Naxalites is still on, he said 
from the spot located in the 
Roopjhar police station limits, 
about 40 km by road from the 
district headquarters.

The operation was launched 
following intelligence inputs 
about their movement received 
last evening, he said.



Goa CM has 
assured Goan Taxi 
drivers that there 
will be no App-
based aggregators 
like Ola and Uber 
in Goa. After Goa 

government decided to bend their 
unreasonable demands, now Goan 
Taxi drivers are stating we do not 
want any Taxi Apps. They want 
Goa to be living in the 19th century, 
while India and the world is living 
in the 21st century and beyond. If 
the government bends to the Taxi 
Drivers unreasonable demands 
and does not use iron fi st, the 
unreasonable and unfair behaviour 
will only get more aggressive.
 

 @PrinceArihan
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SIKANDAR SINGH MALUKA 
RE-INDUCTED INTO PARTY FOLD
Rebel Akali leader and former Punjab min-
ister Sikandar Singh Maluka was Saturday 
re-inducted into the party fold. According to 
a statement issued by the Shiromani Akali 
Dal, Maluka rejoined the party in the pres-
ence of party chief Sukhbir Singh Badal

Thank all foreign leaders 
and Governments for their 
condolences at the tragic 
loss of lives in the Ahmed-
abad air crash. We 
appreciate this deeply
S JAISHANKAR | EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER 

Mandal to become 
RJD’s 1st EBC state prez
Patna: The Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD) Saturday appeared 
all set to have an EBC 
(Extremely Backward Class) 
leader as its Bihar unit chief 
with veteran politician Mangani 
Lal Mandal fi ling his nomination 
papers at the party offi ce in the 
presence of founding president 
Lalu Prasad. Mandal, a former 
state minister and an ex-MP 
with tenures in both Houses of 
Parliament, had returned to the RJD 
in January this year after severing 
ties with the JD(U) headed by Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar.

2 held for deceiving 
NEET aspirants
New Delhi: The CBI arrested 
two men from Maharashtra 
for allegedly deceiving NEET 
UG 2025 aspirants and their 
families by claiming they 
could manipulate scores, 
and charging `90 lakh per 
candidate, offi cials said 
Saturday. Sandeep Shah and 
Salim Patel, residents of Solapur 
and Navi Mumbai, respectively, 
allegedly hoodwinked 
candidates by posing as 
middlemen with access to non-
existent offi cials of the NTA. 

Communal tensions: 
38 held in Dhubri 
Guwahati: Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
Saturday said 38 people were 
arrested in Dhubri, where shoot-
at-sight was ordered at night 
following communal tensions. 
The state government has also 
transferred the district’s Senior 
Superintendent of Police Navin 
Singh, and appointed Hailakandi 
SSP Leena Doley in his place.

The circum-
stances 
surrounding 

her disappearance 
and subsequent 
death are deeply 
troubling and have 
raised serious concerns among 
her family, friends and the wider 
community

GAURAV GOGOI | APCC PRESIDENT

At a time 
when nations 
today act 

decisively to 
neutralise nuclear 
threats, India's 
tragic inaction 
during the 1980s remains a cau-
tionary tale of what could have 
been—and what wasn't

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | CHIEF MINISTER, 
ASSAM

Some places 
were closed 
after April 

22 (attack) in 
view of security 
considerations. 
The divisional com-
missioners and IGPs of Kashmir 
and Jammu have taken reports 
from every district and it has been 
decided to reopen some destina-
tions in a phased manner

MANOJ SINHA | LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Ahmedabad, 
June 14: The Centre Saturday 
set up a high-level multi-disci-
plinary panel to ascertain the 
“root cause” of the crash of the 
London-bound Air India plane 
in Ahmedabad and assess any 
contributing factors including 
mechanical failure, human er-
ror and regulatory complianc-
es even as the death toll in the 
disaster rose to 270.

As the panel headed by Union 
Home Secretary Govind Mohan 
was mandated to give its report 
in three months, Civil Aviation 
Minister K Rammohan Naidu 
said aviation regulator DGCA 
has ordered “extended sur-
veillance” for the Tata-owned 
airline’s Boeing 787 Dreamliner 
series planes. The Civil Avia-
tion ministry said the commit-
tee will not be a substitute to 
other probes being conducted 
by relevant organisations.

In a post on X, Air India said 
it has done one-time safety 
checks on nine of its Boeing 
787 Dreamliners and is on track 
to complete the checks on the 
remaining 24 such planes as di-
rected by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation(DGCA).
The carrier now has 26 Boeing 
787-8s and seven Boeing 787-9s 
in its fl eet.

All but one of the 242 pas-
sengers and crew on board the 
Boeing 787-8(AI171) and another 
29 persons including fi ve MBBS 
students on the ground were 
killed when the aircraft came 
down Thursday moments after 
taking off from the Sardar Val-

labhbhai Patel International 

Airport before falling inside the 
nearby campus of the 
state-run BJ Med-
ical College in 
Meghaninagar 
area and go-
ing up in 
fl ames.

As in-
vestigators 
pore over 
wreckage at 
the BJ Medi-
cal College hos-
tel and canteen 
complex for clues 
after the crash, Air India 
offi cials said the ill-fated air-
plane underwent comprehen-
sive maintenance checks in 
June 2023 and was due for the 
next scheduled comprehensive 
checks in December this year.

The right side engine of the 
nearly 12-year-old aircraft was 
overhauled and installed in 
March 2025, while an inspec-
tion of the left side engine was 

done as per the engine man-

ufacturer’s protocol in 
April 2025, the offi -

cials said. The 
aircraft was 

powered 
by GEnx 
engines, 
manufac-
tured by 
GE Aero-
space.

The of-
fi cials, who 

did not want 
to be named, 

also claimed there 
were no issues with 

the engines or the aircraft.
“Around 270 bodies have 

been brought to the Ahmed-
abad Civil Hospital so far from 
the plane crash site,” President 
of Junior Doctors association of 
BJ Medical College, Dr Dhaval 
Gameti, told PTI. The death toll 
in the country’s worst ever air 
disaster in three decades was 
earlier put by authorities at 265.

With probe agencies looking 
into all possible causes for the 
crash, including loss of thrust in 
both engines of the aircraft, mul-
tiple bird strikes, or a potential 
fl ap issue, Naidu told reporters in 
Delhi that decoding of the Black 
box is going to give “in-depth in-
sight” into what happened mo-
ments before the tragedy.

The Digital Flight Data 
Recorder(DFDR), commonly 
known as Black box, was re-
covered from the “rooftop” of 
the hostel building at the crash 
site Friday.

There was no word yet on 
recovery of another Black 
box-- the Cockpit Voice Re-
corder(CVR). This instrument 
records radio transmissions 
and other sounds in the cockpit, 
such as conversations between 
the pilots and engine noises.

Naidu said India has very 
strict aviation safety standards 
and robust protocols, and ev-
erything will be done to further 

improve safety.
The central panel headed by 

the Union home secretary will 
also suggest comprehensive 
guidelines to prevent incidents 
like the Ahmedabad crash in 
the future. It will have its fi rst 
meeting on Monday. The panel 
will publish its report in three 
months, a statement by the Civ-
il Aviation ministry said.

The panel will ascertain the 
root cause of the crash and as-
sess the contributing factors, 
including mechanical failure, 
human error, weather condi-
tions, regulatory compliances 
and other reasons, it said.

It will also recommend nec-
essary improvements and 
formulate suitable Standard 
Operating Procedures(SOPs) 
to prevent such incidents in 
the future. The SOPs would 
also include best international 
practices regarding preventing 
and handling such incidents, 
the statement said.

High-level panel to fi nd ‘root cause’
AHMEDABAD AI PLANE CRASH

Air India Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner carrying 242 passengers, including 12 crew members, crashed in the Meghaninangar area shortly after 
takeoff from the Ahmedabad International Airport Thursday afternoon, killing 270 persons, including 241 passengers on board

Air India to provide `25L interim 
payment to kin of deceased, survivors
Mumbai: Air India Saturday announced that it will provide an interim 
payment of `25 lakh to the families of the deceased and survivors of the 
Ahmedabad plane crash. This interim payment is in addition to the `1 crore 
compensation already announced by the parent company, Tata Sons, Air 
India said in a statement. “To provide immediate fi nancial support, Air India 
will be making an interim payment of `25 lakh or approximately 21,000 British 
pounds to each of the families of the deceased and also to the survivors,” Air 
India CEO and managing Director Campbell Wilson said in a video message. 
This, he said, is in addition to the `1 crore or approximately 85,000 British 
Pounds already committed by Tata Sons. Campbell said that over 200 trained 
caregivers are now in place, adding “with each family assigned dedicated 
assistance along with access to counseling and other services.” The process 
of reuniting next of kin with their loved ones and personal effects has 
begun.”Our teams are working closely with the families and authorities to 
help the reunifi cation process,” Air India chief said.

The 
Digital 

Flight Data 
Recorder(DFDR), 

commonly known as Black 
box, was recovered from 
the ‘rooftop’ of the hostel 

building at the crash 
site Friday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, June 14: Union 
Law Minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal Saturday pitched for insti-
tutional arbitration, saying it 
was part of Indian culture af-
ter the ONGC chairman urged 
making arbitration proceed-
ings timely and not “timeless”.

The government has been 
pushing for institutional arbi-
tration instead of ad hoc arbi-
tration asserting it is effi cient 
and more result oriented.

The industry on the other 
hand feels arbitration in India 
is slow, ineffi cient and plagued 
with red tape.

Singapore, London and 
Dubai have emerged as hubs 
of international arbitration to 
settle high stakes, high value 
commercial disputes.

Addressing a conference on 
institutional arbitration here, 
the minister also said that or-
ganisations should be ready to 
be fl exible and rigid, depending 
on the need of the hour, to en-
sure that its interests remain 
protected and it contributes 
towards nation building.

Meghwal felt that offi cers 
should be willing to take risk 
and not follow the beaten track 
to ensure fi nancial interests of 
their organisation.

Meghwal lamented that 
while arbitration was part of 
Indian culture, the concept got 

“disturbed” somewhere and 
other countries became hub 
of international arbitration.

He hoped that India will soon 
emerge as the new hub of inter-
national arbitration.

Earlier, speaking on the 
occasion, ONGC Chairman 
Arun Kumar Singh said time 
is money, and hence there was 
a need to make the procedure 
of arbitration timely and not 
“timeless”.

He said settlement of com-
mercial disputes in a time-
bound manner was quintessen-
tial for the business ecosystem.

He also felt that there was a 
need to make arbitration “more 

corporate and less legal”.
Singh said disputes large-

ly arise out of three reasons: 
executives being excessively 
conservative who pass the 
buck to save their skin; exces-
sive optimism of vendors who 
take contracts at low bids and 
subsequently fail to complete 
the job and create disputes to 
wriggle out of the situation; 
and rigidity in contracts, 
which make completing tasks 
diffi cult.

Law Secretary Anju Rathi 
Rana said the government has 
been consistently trying to 
make arbitration and media-
tion processes faster and easier.

She recalled a recent direc-
tive from the Department of 
Legal Affairs, which pushes for 
reducing judicial interventions 
and using institutional and not 
ad hoc arbitration.

The chairman of India Inter-
national Arbitration Centre, 
Justice (retd) Hemant Gupta, 
said the mindset has to change 
for parties to go for institution-
al arbitration, rather than an 
ad hoc system to settle com-
mercial disputes.

He said people will have 
to choose institutional ar-
bitration to understand its 
benefi ts over court-appointed 
arbitration.

Law minister backs institutional arbitration as part of Indian culture
The government has been pushing for institutional arbitration instead of ad hoc arbitration asserting it is effi cient and more result oriented, 

the industry on the other hand feels arbitration in India is slow, ineffi cient and plagued with red tape

AGENCIES

Kurukshetra, June 14: Hary-
ana is abuzz with preparations 
for the upcoming 11th Interna-
tional Yoga Day celebrations, 
scheduled for June 21. Under the 
guidance of revered Yoga Guru 
Swami Ramdev and the Haryana 
Yoga Commission, this year’s 
event is set to be a grand affair, 
with activities spanning across 
the state.

The central venue will be 
Brahma Sarovar in Kuruk-
shetra, where a massive yoga 

session is planned. In the lead-
up, local communities are ac-
tively promoting yoga through 
door-to-door campaigns and 
workshops. Notably, villages 
like Sirsa, Lohdwa, and Sahar-
sa have been organizing yoga 
classes and awareness programs 
to encourage participation. In 
Lohdwa, yoga instructors Om-
prakash Malhotra and Sushila 
Garg have been conducting ses-
sions, while in Saharsa, Swami 
Kesavanand and Swami Girish 
have been leading classes at lo-
cal mosques, emphasizing yoga’s 

universal appeal. The Haryana 
government has also been proac-
tive, with Chief Minister Mano-
har Lal Khattar announcing 
the establishment of 100 new 
gymnasiums across the state 
to make yoga more accessible. 
Additionally, a yoga marathon 
involving schools, colleges, and 
the general public is scheduled 
for June 19 as a rehearsal for the 
main event. The theme for this 
year’s celebration is “Har Ghar 
Aangan Yoga,” underscoring the 
government’s commitment to 
integrating yoga into daily life.

Patanjali launches statewide campaign  to promote Int’l Yoga Day

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 14: The Delhi 
Assembly is set to become ful-
ly paperless by July under the 
National e-Vidhan Application 
(NeVA), as Union Parliamenta-
ry Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju 
Saturday laid the foundation 
stone for the e-Vidhan project.

The initiative is a part of 
the Centre’s ‘One Nation, One 
Application’ drive aimed at 
digitising legislative processes 
across states.

The event held at the Assem-
bly premises marked a major 
milestone in Delhi’s transition 
to digital governance and envi-
ronmental responsibility.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta, Assembly Speaker Vi-
jender Gupta, Deputy Speak-
er Mohan Singh Bisht, Envi-
ronment Minister Manjinder 
Singh Sirsa, Chief Whip Abhay 
Verma and other dignitaries at-
tended the event.

The programme commenced 
with a minute of silence for the 
victims of the recent Ahmed-
abad plane crash.

“The laying of the foundation 
stone for the e-Vidhan project 
at the Delhi Legislative Assem-
bly is a commendable step to-
wards adopting technology for 
legislative effi ciency and trans-

parency,” said Rijiju speaking 
at the event.

“I want to see the Delhi As-
sembly as a model Assembly 
and this initiative will certain-
ly help in achieving that goal,” 
he added.

Rijiju emphasized that be-
yond going paperless, the proj-
ect aims to enhance transparen-
cy, digital security and public 
participation.

“Given Delhi’s unique and 
complex administrative struc-
ture, this digital transforma-
tion carries special relevance,” 
he said. The speaker described 
the initiative as a “historic 
milestone” and announced that 
plans are already underway to 
turn the Delhi Assembly into a 
green, tech-enabled and cultur-
ally vibrant institution.

“As Delhi moves towards 
becoming the fi rst assembly 
powered entirely by renewable 
energy, the e-Vidhan initiative 
is setting new benchmarks in 

digital democracy and environ-
mentally conscious legislative 
practices,” he said.

Gupta also noted that a tri-
partite MoU was signed be-
tween the Ministry of Parlia-
mentary Affairs, the GNCTD 
and the Delhi Legislative As-
sembly Secretariat March 22, 
2025. Over `9 crore in grants 
have been received under the 
NeVA project, with more than 
`1 crore released as the fi rst 
instalment.

A 500-kilowatt solar project 
is being installed to power the 
Delhi Assembly, which is on 
track to become the fi rst in In-
dia to run completely on renew-
able energy. The plans are also 
in place to upgrade the Assem-
bly’s infrastructure, including 
the renovation of the House be-
fore the Monsoon Session, the 
creation of a modern e-library 
and the transformation of the 
historic Assembly premises in-
to a cultural and heritage site.

Delhi Assembly to go fully digital by July
Rijiju lays foundation 

stone for 
e-Vidhan project

Domestic workers paint a wall to press their various demands ahead of ‘International Domestic Workers’ Day’, at 
a neighbourhood in Kolkata, West Bengal, Saturday                   PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, June 14: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will 
undertake a three-nation tour 
starting Sunday, during which 
he will take part in the G7 Sum-
mit in Canada, and visit Cyprus 
and Croatia to shore up India’s 
bilateral cooperation with these 
two countries.

“This will be the fi rst ever 
visit by an Indian prime min-
ister to Croatia, marking an 
important milestone in the bi-
lateral relationship,” the Min-
istry of External Affairs (MEA) 
announced Saturday.

Modi will fi rst visit Cyprus 
June 15-16 at the invitation of 
the country’s president, Nikos 
Christodoulides.

“This will be the fi rst visit 
of an Indian prime minister to 
Cyprus in over two decades,” 
the MEA said in a statement.

While in Cyprus capital 
Nicosia, the prime minister 
will hold talks with President 
Christodoulides and address 
business leaders at Limassol, 
it said.

“The visit will reaffi rm the 
shared commitment of the two 
countries to deepen bilateral 
ties and strengthen India’s en-
gagement with the Mediterra-
nean region and the European 
Union,” the statement said.

In the second leg of his visit, 
Prime Minister Modi will travel 
to Kananaskis in Canada June 16-
17 to participate in the G7 Sum-
mit at the invitation of Canada 
Prime Minister Mark Carney.

This would be the prime min-
ister’s sixth consecutive partic-
ipation in the G7 Summit.

The prime minister will also 
hold several bilaterals on the 
sidelines of the Summit.

PM to take part 
in G7 Summit



REUTERS

Jerusalem/Washington, 
June 14: Israel’s surprise at-
tack on Iran had an obvious 
goal of sharply disrupting Teh-
ran's nuclear programme and 
lengthening the time it would 
need to develop an atomic 
weapon.

But the scale of the attacks, 
Israel's choice of targets, and its 
politicians' own words suggest 
another, longer-term ambition: 
toppling the regime itself.

The strikes early Friday hit 
not just Iran's nuclear facilities 
and missile factories but also 
key fi gures in the country's mil-
itary chain of command and its 
nuclear scientists, blows that 
appear aimed at diminishing 
Iran's credibility both at home 
and among its allies in the re-
gion - factors that could desta-
bilize the Iranian leadership, 
experts said.

"One assumes that one of the 
reasons that Israel is doing that 
is that they're hoping to see re-
gime change," said Michael 
Singh of the Washington Insti-
tute for Near East Policy and 
a former senior offi cial under 
President George W. Bush.

"It would like to see the peo-
ple of Iran rise up," he said, 
adding that the limited civilian 
casualties in the initial round 

of attacks also spoke to a broad-
er aim.

In a video address hours after 
Israeli fi ghter jets began strik-
ing Iranian nuclear facilities 
and air defence systems, Isra-
el's prime minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, appealed to the 
Iranian people directly.

"The Islamic regime, which 
has oppressed you for almost 
50 years, threatens to destroy 
our country, the State of Israel," 
Netanyahu said.

Israel's objective was to 
remove the nuclear and bal-
listic missile threat, he said, 
but added: "As we achieve our 

objective, we are also clearing 
the path for you to achieve your 
freedom. "The regime does not 
know what hit them, or what 
will hit them. It has never been 
weaker. This is your opportuni-
ty to stand up and let your voic-
es be heard," Netanyahu said.

But despite the damage in-
fl icted by the unprecedented 
Israeli attack, decades of en-
mity toward Israel - not only 
among Iran's rulers but its ma-
jority-Shi'ite population - rais-
es questions about the prospect 
for fomenting enough public 
support to oust an entrenched 
theocratic leadership in Tehran 

backed by loyal security forces.
Singh cautioned that no one 

knows what conditions would 
be required for an opposition to 
coalesce in Iran.

Friday's assault was the fi rst 
phase of what Israel said would 
be a prolonged operation. Ex-
perts said they expected Israel 
would continue to go after key 
Iranian nuclear infrastructure 

to delay Tehran's march to a nu-
clear bomb - even if Israel on its 
own does not have the capabil-
ity to eliminate Iran's nuclear 
program. Iran says its nuclear 
programme is for civilian pur-
poses only. The U.N. nuclear 
watchdog concluded this week 
that it was in violation of its 
obligations under the global 
non-proliferation treaty. 
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GOLDEN TOILET THEFT 
Two men who stole a $6.4 million golden toilet 
from an English mansion were sentenced to more 
than two years in prison. The 18-carat fully func-
tioning toilet was on display as a piece of con-
temporary art at Blenheim Palace — the country 
mansion where British wartime leader Winston 
Churchill was born — when fi ve burglars smashed 
a window and yanked it from its plumbing in a 
brazen early morning raid in September 2019. 

The (Israeli) 
strikes led to a 

sharp increase in the 
price of oil, which is 
negative for us... The 
Russians are getting 
stronger due to greater 
income from oil exports
 VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY |
UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT

2 Australians shot 
in Bali, 1 dead
JAKARTA: An Australian 
man was fatally shot 
and another Australian 
man injured in a shooting 
incident on the Indonesian 
island of Bali just after 
midnight on Saturday, 
local police told media. 
Bali police are currently 
hunting for two people 
believed to be involved in 
the shooting in a villa in 
the Badung regency on the 
southern side of the tourism 
island, spokesperson 
Ariasandy said, according 
to news website Detik.com. 
Identifi ed only by their fi rst 
names, Zivan R, 32, died at 
the scene, while Sanar G, 
35, was seriously wounded 
and has been taken to 
intensive care at a hospital, 
Detik reported. Ariasandy 
said witness had provided 
descriptions of two people 
who fl ed from the scene 
on two motorcycles. He 
said the two were heard 
speaking English with an 
Australian accent.

Austria plans 
tougher gun laws 
Vienna: The Austrian 
government plans to 
tighten national gun laws 
after enduring its worst 
school shooting, Chancellor 
Christian Stocker said in 
an interview broadcast 
on Saturday. Speaking to 
ORF radio, Stocker said 
offi cials aimed to set 
stricter eligibility rules for 
possession and purchase 
of arms after a 21-year-old 
Austrian man on Tuesday 
shot dead ten people at a 
high school in the city of 
Graz before killing himself. 
The planned measures 
would look at things such as 
age requirements and how 
to treat certain weapons, 
Stocker said in an excerpt 
of an interview due to 
air later in the day. The 
cabinet plans to agree the 
measures on Wednesday, 
a spokesperson for the 
chancellor's offi ce said. The 
proposals include enhancing 
psychological expertise in 
schools, increasing police 
presence there, improving 
data exchange between 
authorities and tightening 
restrictions for individuals 
deemed to be a risk, 
newspaper Kronen Zeitung 
said. The spokesperson 
confi rmed the details. Police 
described the shooter as an 
introvert and avid player of 
online shooting games who 
had largely withdrawn from 
the outside world before 
he planned the attack. 
Authorities have yet to 
establish what moved him 
to carry out the shooting.

Let me stress 
that China's 
position on 

fi ghting terrorism 
is consistent and 
clear... Terrorism 
is humanity's com-
mon enemy, and combating 
terrorism is the common re-
sponsibility of the international 
community

LIN JIAN |  CHINESE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
SPOKESPERSON

The Iran US 
talks sched-
uled to be 

held in Muscat this 
Sunday will not 
now take place...
But diplomacy and 
dialogue remain the only pathway 
to lasting peace 

BADR AL-BUSAIDI  | OMAN'S 
FOREIGN MINISTER

Sweden will 
reach a new 
NATO spend-

ing target to 5 per 
cent of GDP, where 
at least 3.5 per 
cent of GDP will be 
allocated towards core defense 
requirements to fulfi l NATO's 
new capability targets

ULF KRISTERSSON | SWEDISH 
PRIME MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

Israel’s goal: Regime change in Iran

Nuclear talks now meaningless: Iran  
Dubai: Israel's strikes also put further talks between the United States 
and Iran over a nuclear accord into doubt. The US and Iran were scheduled 
to meet in Oman, Sunday. Iran's top diplomat said Saturday that talks with 
the United States were “unjustifi able” after Israeli strikes on his country, 
likely signalling no negotiations this weekend with Washington. However 
he stopped short of saying the talks were cancelled.  The comments by 
Abbas Araghchi, Iran's minister of foreign affairs, came when he spoke 
by phone with Kaja Kallas, the European Union's top diplomat. The Israeli 
airstrikes were the “result of the direct support by Washington”, Araghchi 
said in a statement carried by the state-run IRNA news agency. The US has 
said it isn't part of the strikes. Earlier, Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesman 
called further nuclear talks with the United States “meaningless” after 
Israeli strikes on the country, state television said. The comments by 
Esmail Baghaei put further talks between the two nations, initially 
scheduled to take place Sunday in Oman, into doubt.  “The US did a job 
that made the talks become meaningless,” Baghaei was quoted as saying. 
He added that Israel had passed all Iran's red lines by committing a 
“criminal act” through its strikes.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Moscow, June 14: Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
US President Donald Trump 
held a 50-minute phone call 
Saturday to discuss the esca-
lating situation in the Middle 
East and Ukraine peace talks, 
Putin foreign affairs adviser 
Yuri Ushakov said. 

During the conversation, 
Putin briefed Trump on his 
recent talks with the leaders of 
Iran and Israel and reiterated 
Russia's proposal to seek mutu-
ally acceptable solutions on the 
Iranian nuclear issue.

“The dangerous escalation of 
the situation in the Middle East 
was naturally at the centre of 
the exchange of opinions,” Ush-
akov told journalists following 
the conversation between Putin 
and Trump.

“Vladimir Putin, having con-
demned the military operation 
against Iran, expressed serious 
concern about the possible es-
calation of the confl ict,” he 
said, warning of “unpredictable 
consequences for the entire sit-
uation in the Middle East.”

Putin also emphasised Rus-
sia's readiness to carry out 
possible mediation efforts, 
and noted that Russia had 
proposed steps “aimed at 
fi nding mutually acceptable 
agreements” during US-Iran 
negotiations on the Iranian 
nuclear programme.

 “Russia's principled ap-
proach and interest in the set-
tlement remain unchanged,” 
Ushakov said.

Trump described the region-
al situation as “very alarming,” 
Ushakov said, but acknowl-
edged the “effectiveness” of Is-
rael's strikes on targets in Iran.

The leaders did not rule out a 
possible return to negotiations 
on the Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme, according to Ushakov.

According to Ushakov, Putin 
told Trump about the implemen-
tation of the agreements during 
peace talks in Istanbul between 
Russian and Ukrainian delega-
tions, including the exchange of 
prisoners of war.

“Our president noted that 
an exchange of prisoners of 
war is taking place, including 
seriously wounded and pris-
oners of war under 25 years 
of age,” Ushakov said, along 
with expressing readiness to 
continue negotiations with the 
Ukrainians.

Dubai: A massive fi re broke out in 
a 67-storey building in Marina here, 
the Dubai Media Offi ce (DMO) said 
Saturday. All 3,820 residents from 764 
apartments of the Marina Pinnacle 
were safely evacuated after the fi re 
started late on Friday night. The 
fi re was extinguished by Dubai Civil 
Defence teams that worked tirelessly 
for six hours, Khaleej Times newspaper 
reported. The DMO said the authorities 
are working closely with the build-
ing's developer to arrange temporary 
housing for the affected residents, 
prioritising their safety and well-being. 
The DMO in a post on X at 1.44 am on 
Saturday said: “Specialised teams 
successfully evacuated all residents 
from the 67-storey building, prioritising 
their health and safety throughout 
the operation. Efforts continue to fully 
contain the fi re.”

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Brooklyn Park, June 14: A 
man posing as a police offi cer 
shot and killed a Minnesota law-
maker and her husband in a bra-
zen attack at their home early 
Saturday, and a second lawmak-
er and his wife were wounded in 
a separate shooting in what Gov. 
Tim Walz described as “targeted 
political violence.”

Police were searching for the 
gunman responsible for the at-
tacks on the Democratic legis-
lators. Writings found inside 
a fake police car recovered at 

one of the shooting scenes men-
tioned the names of multiple 
lawmakers and other offi cials, 
Brooklyn Park Police Chief 
Mark Bruley said.

Melissa Hortman, a former 
Minnesota House Speaker, and her 
spouse were shot and killed early 
Saturday in their Brooklyn Park 
home. A second state lawmaker, 
Sen. John Hoffman and his wife, 
were shot multiple times in Cham-
plin. Offi cials say both Hortman 
and Hoffman were mentioned in 
the suspect's writings. “When we 
did a search of the vehicle, there 
was a manifesto that identifi ed 

many lawmakers and other of-
fi cials. We immediately made 
alerts to the state. We took 
action on alerting them and 
providing security where nec-
essary,” said Bruley.

State Patrol Col. Christina 
Bogojevic asked people “out of 

an abundance of caution” not 
to attend any of the “No Kings” 
protests that were scheduled for 
across the state on Saturday.

Bogojevic said authorities 
didn't have any direct evidence 
that the protests would be tar-
geted, but said the suspect had 
some “No Kings” fl yers in their 
car. Organisers announced that 
all of the protests across the 
state were cancelled.

Hours after the shootings, 
hundreds of police and sheriff 
deputies from departments in 
the region, some in tactical gear 
with assault style weapons were 

scattered through the town. Oc-
casional police roadblocks where 
cars are stopped and checked. 
Walz said Hortman and Hoffman 
were deliberately targeted.

President Donald Trump said 
in a White House statement that 
the FBI would join in the investiga-
tion.  “Our Attorney General, Pam 
Bondi, and the FBI, are investigat-
ing the situation, and they will be 
prosecuting anyone involved to the 
fullest extent of the law. Such hor-
rifi c violence will not be tolerated 
in the United States of America. 
God Bless the great people of Min-
nesota, a truly great place!”

Putin, Trump discuss 
Middle East tensions

Why key Tehran allies are staying 
out of Israel-Iran confl ict?
Beirut: Hezbollah has long 
been considered Iran's fi rst 
line of defence in case of a 
war with Israel. But since Is-
rael launched its massive bar-
rage against Iran this week, 
the Lebanese militant group 
has stayed out of the fray. A 
network of powerful Iran-
backed militias in Iraq has 
also remained mostly quiet — 
even though Israel allegedly 
used Iraq's airspace, in part, 
to carry out the attacks. Do-
mestic political concerns, as 
well as tough losses suffered 
in nearly two years of region-
al confl icts and upheavals, 
appear to have led these Iran 
allies to take a back seat in 
the latest round convulsing 
the region. Hezbollah was 
formed with Iranian support 
in the early 1980s as a guerilla 
force fi ghting against Israel's 
occupation of southern Leba-
non at the time.

The militant group helped 
push Israel out of Lebanon 
and built its arsenal over the 
ensuing decades, becoming a 
powerful regional force and 
the centrepiece of a cluster of 
Iranian-backed factions and 

governments known as the 
“Axis of Resistance”. 

The allies also include Iraqi 
Shiite militias and Yemen's 
Houthi rebels, as well as the 
Palestinian militant group 
Hamas. 

At one point, Hezbollah was 
believed to have some 150,000 
rockets and missiles, and the 
group's former leader, Hassan 
Nasrallah once boasted of hav-
ing 100,000 fi ghters.

Seeking to aid its ally 
Hamas in the aftermath of the 
Palestinian militants' October 
7, 2023 attack on southern Isra-
el and Israel's offensive in Ga-
za, Hezbollah began launching 
rockets across the border. 

That drew Israeli airstrikes 
and shelling, and the exchang-
es escalated into full-scale war 
last September. Israel infl icted 
heavy damage on Hezbollah, 
killing Nasrallah and other 
top leaders and destroying 
much of its arsenal, before a 
US-negotiated ceasefi re halt-
ed that confl ict last November. 
Israel continues to occupy 
parts of southern Lebanon 
and to carry out near-daily 
airstrikes.

Dubai high-rise catches 
fi re; 3,800 evacuated

THE CONVERSATION

Atlanta, June 14: Imagine 
you're a copper miner in south-
eastern Europe in the year 3900 
B.C.E. Day after day you haul 
copper ore through the mine's 
sweltering tunnels.

You've resigned yourself to 
the gruelling monotony of min-
ing life. Then one afternoon, you 
witness a fellow worker doing 
something remarkable.

With an odd-looking contrap-
tion, he casually transports the 
equivalent of three times his 
body weight on a single trip. As 
he returns to the mine to fetch 
another load, it suddenly dawns 
on you that your chosen profes-
sion is about to get far less tax-
ing and much more lucrative.

What you don't realise: You're 
witnessing something that will 
change the course of history – not 
just for your tiny mining commu-
nity, but for all of humanity.

Despite the wheel's immea-
surable impact, no one is cer-
tain as to who invented it, or 
when and where it was fi rst con-
ceived. The hypothetical scenar-

io described above is based on a 
2015 theory that miners in the 
Carpathian Mountains – in pres-
ent-day Hungary – fi rst invented 
the wheel nearly 6,000 years ago 
as a means to transport copper 
ore. The theory is supported by 
the discovery of more than 150 
miniaturised wagons by archae-
ologists working in the region. 
These pint-sized, four-wheeled 
models were made from clay, 
and their outer surfaces were 
engraved with a wickerwork 
pattern reminiscent of the bas-
ketry used by mining commu-
nities at the time.

Carbon dating later revealed 
that these wagons are the earli-
est known depictions of wheeled 
transport to date.

This theory also raises a ques-
tion of particular interest to me, 
an aerospace engineer who 
studies the science of engineer-
ing design. How did an obscure, 
scientifi cally naive mining so-
ciety discover the wheel, when 
highly advanced civilisations, 
such as the ancient Egyptians, 
did not?

It has long been assumed that 

wheels evolved from simple 
wooden rollers. But until recent-
ly no one could explain how or 
why this transformation took 
place. What's more, beginning 
in the 1960s, some researchers 
started to express strong doubts 
about the roller-to-wheel theory.

After all, for rollers to be use-
ful, they require fl at, fi rm ter-
rain and a path free of inclines 
and sharp curves. Furthermore, 
once the cart passes them, used 
rollers need to be continually 
brought around to the front of 
the line to keep the cargo mov-

ing. For all these reasons, the 
ancient world used rollers spar-
ingly. According to the sceptics, 
rollers were too rare and too 
impractical to have been the 
starting point for the evolution 
of the wheel.

But a mine – with its en-
closed, human-made passage-
ways – would have provided 
favourable conditions for roll-
ers. This factor, among others, 
compelled my team to revisit 
the roller hypothesis.

The transition from rollers to 
wheels requires two key innova-

tions. The fi rst is a modifi cation 
of the cart that carries the cargo.

The cart's base must be outfi t-
ted with semicircular sockets, 
which hold the rollers in place. 
This way, as the operator pulls 
the cart, the rollers are pulled 
along with it.

This innovation may have 
been motivated by the confi ned 
nature of the mine environment, 
where having to periodically 
carry used rollers back around 
to the front of the cart would 
have been especially onerous.

The discovery of socketed 
rollers represented a turning 
point in the evolution of the 
wheel and paved the way for 
the second and most important 
innovation. This next step in-
volved a change to the rollers 
themselves. To understand how 
and why this change occurred, 
we turned to physics and com-
puter-aided engineering.

To begin our investigation, we 
created a computer programme 
designed to simulate the evolu-
tion from a roller to a wheel.

Our hypothesis was that this 
transformation was driven by a 

phenomenon called “mechani-
cal advantage”.

This same principle allows 
pliers to amplify a user's grip 
strength by providing added 
leverage. Similarly, if we could 
modify the shape of the roller to 
generate mechanical advantage, 
this would amplify the user's 
pushing force, making it easier 
to advance the cart.

Our algorithm worked by 
modelling hundreds of poten-
tial roller shapes and evaluating 
how each one performed, both 
in terms of mechanical advan-
tage and structural strength. 
The latter was used to deter-
mine whether a given roller 
would break under the weight 
of the cargo. As predicted, the 
algorithm ultimately converged 
upon the familiar wheel-and-ax-
le shape, which it determined to 
be optimal.

During the execution of the 
algorithm, each new design 
performed slightly better than 
its predecessor. We believe a 
similar evolutionary process 
played out with the miners 6,000 
years ago.

How wheel was invented: Unlikely birth of world-changing technology

Political violence: US lawmaker, husband shot dead
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business
UNACCOUNTED INCOME 
INVESTED IN VDAS ON RADAR
The Central Board Direct Taxes (CBDT) is inves-
tigating tax evasion and laundering of unac-
counted income by high-risk persons through 
investment in crypto currency. Such entities and 
individuals which are engaged in Virtual Digi-
tal Asset (VDA) transactions and have failed to 
comply with the Income-tax Act, 1961 have been 
identifi ed for verifi cation, sources said

Held a periodic review 
with Secretary, Petro-
leum Ministry and India’s 
oil PSUs. We have ade-
quate energy supplies 
for the coming months
HARDEEP SINGH PURI | PETROLEUM 
AND NATURAL GAS MINISTER

Spicejet PAT jumps 
nearly 3X in Mar qtr
Mumbai: Budget carrier 
Spicejet Saturday said its 
standalone profi t after tax 
surged nearly three-fold to Rs 
324.87 crore in the March 2025 
quarter. The Gurugram-based 
airline had posted a PAT of 
Rs 119 crore in the fourth 
quarter of FY24, according to 
a regulatory filing. However, 
the revenue from operations 
for the reporting quarter 
declined 16 per cent year-on-
year to Rs 1,446.37 crore from 
Rs 1,719.3 crore in Q4 FY24, 
SpiceJet said in the filing. For 
the 2024-25 fiscal, SpiceJet 
posted a standalone PAT of 
Rs 58.74 crore against a loss 
of Rs 409.43 crore in the year-
ago period. The revenue from 
operations fell 25 per cent to 
Rs 5,284 crore in FY25 against 
Rs 7050 crore a year ago, as 
per the exchange filing. 

Moody’s upgrades 
Yes Bank rating 
New Delhi: Moody's Ratings 
Friday upgraded Yes Bank's 
long-term foreign currency 
and local currency bank 
deposit ratings by a notch 
to Ba2, from Ba3, driven 
by a gradual improvement 
in the bank's credit profi le. 
The global rating agency 
has upgraded its Baseline 
Credit Assessment (BCA) to 
ba3 from b1, Moody's said 
in a statement. The upgrade 
of Yes Bank's ratings and 
BCA is driven by a gradual 
improvement in the bank's 
credit profi le including its 
capital and loan loss reserves, 
which will provide suffi cient 
buffers against the bank's 
unseasoned asset risks 
and improving yet modest 
profi tability and funding, it 
said. "Yes Bank's Ba2 deposit 
ratings are one notch above 
its Ba3 BCA based on our 
expectation of a moderate 
likelihood of support from the 
Government of India 
(Baa3 stable) in times 
of need," it said.

All-cash deal: ITC 
buys Sresta Natural
New Delhi: Multi-
conglomerate ITC has 
completed the acquisition of 
Sresta Natural Bioproducts, 
which owns the '24 Mantra 
Organic brand' in an all-cash 
deal valued at Rs 472.50 
crore. This will help ITC 
to expand its play in the 
fast-growing organic food 
products segment. “The 
company has completed the 
acquisition of 100 per cent of 
the share capital of SNBPL 
on 13th June, 2025,” ITC said 
in a regulatory filing. On the 
acquisition cost, ITC said it 
had an upfront consideration 
of Rs 400 crore on a cash-free 
debt-free basis and addition, 
consideration of up to Rs 
72.50 crore, which is payable 
in the next 24 months.

SHORT TAKES

Our collab-
oration with 
Equitas Small 

Finance Bank will 
enable us to reach 
an even wider 
audience and offer 
them with competitive 
fi nancing offers, to add to 
the joy of buying a new car

PARTHO BANERJEE | SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
(MARKETING & SALES), MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA

Currently, the 
gap between 
annual results 

and full annual 
reports ranges be-
tween 70-140 days. 
Shortening this 
gap would signifi cantly enhance 
transparency for investors

ANANTH NARAYAN | SEBI WHOLE TIME MEMBER

uoteu

By joining 
hands with 
CREDAI, we 

aim to accelerate 
the adoption of 
world-class ce-
ment products and 
green concrete solutions in India's 
real estate sector

VINOD BAHETY | CEO (CEMENT BUSINESS), 
ADANI GROUP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, June 14: Insur-
ance companies -- SBI Life, HD-
FC Life and ICICI Lombard Sat-
urday said they have relaxed 
the claim settlement process for 
Air India plane crash victims.

Understanding the over-
whelming emotional strain 
that arises from procedural 
challenges in such situations, 
SBI Life has eased the claim 
process to offer faster fi nancial 
assistance.

Claim can be intimated with 
minimum documents like claim 
form, policy document and de-
tails of KYC and bank account 
of the nominee, SBI Life said in 
a statement.

In a tragic accident, Air India 
fl ight number AI 171 to London 
crashed in Ahmedabad Thurs-
day killing 274 people: 241 pas-
sengers, 33 on-ground deaths.

To support affected families, 
HDFC Life in a separate state-
ment said it has simplifi ed its 
claim process. Nominees/legal 
heirs can now initiate claims 
with just a proof of death from 
local authorities (Government, 
Police, or Hospitals).

ICICI Lombard in a state-
ment said it is working close-
ly to ensure a thorough and 
timely assessment of claims, 
while offering full support and 
it remains committed to those 
affected. 

Insurers ease claim 
process of Air India 
plane crash victims

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, June 14: US fi rms 
have achieved record-breaking 
offi ce leasing volumes in India 
in the past couple of years, 
with 2024 marking the highest 
annual activity ever recorded, 
with global capability centres 
(GCCs) emerging as the pri-
mary growth driver, a report 
showed Saturday. 

The leasing volumes from 
2017 through Q1 2025 shows US 
occupiers maintained a com-
manding 34.2 per cent share of 
India's offi ce market during the 
2022-Q1 2025 period, with 2024 
recording the highest annual 
leasing numbers in absolute 
terms.

In fact, Q1 2025 has also main-
tained the same quarterly av-
erage as the previous year, ac-
cording to a JLL report.

While US fi rms' market share 
has modestly declined since 

the pre-pandemic period, their 
absolute leasing volume has 
increased by approximately 16 
per cent, indicating a strategic 
deepening of American corpo-
rate presence in India despite 
overall market diversifi cation, 
the report mentioned.

“US-origin GCCs consistently 
represent over two-thirds of all 
leasing activity by American 
fi rms. This underscores India's 
central position in long-term 
business strategies for major 
US corporations,” said Dr Sa-
mantak Das, Chief Economist 
and Head of Research and REIS, 
India, JLL.

The predominance of GCCs 
within US fi rms' real estate 
footprint demonstrates that 

American companies view In-
dia not merely as an outsourc-
ing destination, but as a critical 

hub for innovation and strate-
gic operations.

“Within the country, each 
city offers distinct advantages 
Bengaluru has evolved into 
a multi-sectoral powerhouse 
beyond tech, Chennai boasts 
India's most balanced market 
across BFSI, e-commerce, and 
tech sectors, Mumbai serves 
as the fi nancial nerve centre 
where US-based BFSI GCCs 
dominate, and Hyderabad has 
established itself as a special-
ised hub for BFSI, healthcare, 
and pharmaceutical opera-
tions,” Das informed.

Bangalore has strength-
ened its position as the pre-
ferred destination, capturing 
35 per cent of all US occupi-
er leasing activity between 
2022-Q1 2025. Hyderabad and 
Delhi-NCR have emerged as 
the second and third most at-
tractive markets, followed by 
Chennai and Pune.

US fi rms deepen commitment to India’s offi ce market
GCCs EXPAND FOOTPRINTBangalore has strengthened 

its position as the preferred 
destination, capturing 35% of 
all US occupier leasing activity 

Hyderabad, Delhi-NCR have 
emerged as the second and 
third most attractive markets, 
followed by Chennai and Pune

India’s combination of skilled talent at scale, support-
ive ecosystem, cost advantages, and growth-oriented 

policy environment continues to make it an increasingly 
attractive destination for US corporations looking to establish 
and expand their global capabilities
RAHUL ARORA | HEAD-OFFICE LEASING AND RETAIL SERVICES, SENIOR MD (KARNATAKA, 
KERALA), JLL

REUTERS

 New Delhi, June 14: Nearly 
all the iPhones exported by 
Foxconn from India went to the 
United States between March 
and May, customs data showed, 
far above the 2024 average of 
50% and a clear sign of Apple's 
efforts to bypass high US tariffs 
imposed on China.

The numbers, being report-
ed by Reuters for the fi rst time, 
show Apple has realigned its 
India exports to almost exclu-
sively serve the US market, 
when previously the devices 
were more widely distributed 
to countries including the Neth-
erlands, the Czech Republic and 
Britain.

During March-May, Fox-
conn exported iPhones 
worth $3.2 billion from 
India, with an aver-
age 97% shipped to 
the United States, 
compared to a 2024 
average of 50.3%, 
according to com-
mercially available 
customs data seen by 
Reuters.

India iPhone ship-
ments by Foxconn to the 
United States in May 2025 
were worth nearly $1 billion, 
the second-highest ever after 
the record $1.3 billion worth of 
devices shipped in March, the 
data showed.

US President Donald Trump 
Wednesday said China will face 
55% tariffs after the two coun-
tries agreed on a plan, subject 
to both leaders' approval, to 
ease levies that had reached 
triple digits.

India is subject, like most 
US trading partners, to a base-
line 10% tariff and is trying 
to negotiate an agreement to 
avert a 26% "reciprocal" levy 

that Trump 
announced 

and then 
paused in 
April.

Ap-
ple's in-
creased 
pro-
duction 

in In-
dia drew 

a strong 
rebuke from 

Trump in May. "We are 
not interested in you building 
in India, India can take care 
of themselves, they are doing 
very well, we want you to build 
here," Trump recalled telling 
CEO Tim Cook.

In the fi rst fi ve months of this 
year, Foxconn has already sent 
iPhones worth $4.4 billion to 
the US from India, compared to 
$3.7 billion in the whole of 2024.

Apple has been taking steps 

to speed up production from 
India to bypass tariffs, which 
would make phones shipped 
from China to the US much 
more expensive. In March, it 
chartered planes to transport 
iPhone 13, 14, 16 and 16e models 
worth roughly $2 billion to the 
United States.

Apple has also lobbied In-
dian airport authorities to 
cut the time needed to clear 
customs at Chennai airport 
in the southern state of Tam-
il Nadu from 30 hours to six 
hours, Reuters has reported. 
The airport is a key hub for 
iPhone exports.

Tata Electronics, the other 
smaller Apple iPhone supplier 
in India, on average shipped 
nearly 86% of its iPhone pro-
duction to the US during 
March and April, customs data 
showed. Its May data was not 
available.

The company, part of India's 
Tata Group, started export-
ing iPhones only in July 2024, 
and only 52% of its shipments 
went to US during 2024, the data 
showed.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

New Delhi, June 14: For-
eign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
brought in Rs 3,346.94 crore into 
the Indian stock markets this 
week, as investor confi dence 
received a strong boost follow-
ing the Reserve Bank of India's 
(RBI) rate cut. 

According to data 
from the National 
Securities Deposito-
ry Limited (NSDL), 
FPIs were active 
buyers in the Indian 
equity market during 
the fi rst three trading 
sessions of the week 
-- from June 9 to June 
13.

The positive mood 
in the market was 
largely driven by the RBI’s de-
cision to reduce the repo rate by 
50 basis points to 5.5 percent, a 
move that many saw as a clear 
signal to support economic 
growth and improve market 
liquidity.

Market experts believe that 
this surprise rate cut has 
played a big role in attracting 
foreign investments, as it re-
fl ects a pro-growth approach 
from the central bank.

The Monetary Policy Com-
mittee’s (MPC) decision June 
6 has been welcomed by inves-
tors, who see it as a timely step 
to strengthen the economy and 
improve corporate earnings.

Even though global factors 
continue to affect market move-
ments, India remains an attrac-
tive destination for foreign 
investment due to its strong 
fundamentals, policy support, 
and growing economy.

In May, foreign investors put 
Rs 19,860 crore into the Indian 

stock market, making it the 
best month of the year so far 
for foreign investment.

Meanwhile, according to an-
alysts, Indian equity markets 
saw increased volatility this 
week and ended in the red.

While the week began on a 
positive note due to progress 

in US–China 
trade talks, 
that opti-
mism fad-
ed quickly 
after Israel 
launched 
a strike on 
Iran’s nucle-
ar facilities.

The in-
cident trig-
gered a wave 
of caution 

among global investors, push-
ing them toward safer assets 
like gold and US bonds.

Oil prices also jumped above 
$76 per barrel, breaking months 
of stability, as fresh concerns 
over supply disruptions 
emerged.

REUTERS

Washington, June 14: US 
President Donald Trump ap-
proved Nippon Steel’s $14.9 
billion bid for US Steel Fri-
day, capping a tumultuous 
18-month effort by the com-
panies that survived union 
opposition and two national 
security reviews.

Trump signed an executive 
order saying the tie-up could 
move forward if the compa-
nies sign an agreement with the 
Treasury Department resolv-
ing national security concerns 
posed by the deal. The compa-
nies then announced they had 
signed the agreement, fulfi lling 
the conditions of Trump's direc-
tive and effectively garnering 
approval for the merger.

"We look forward to putting 
our commitments into action 

to make American steelmak-
ing and manufacturing great 
again," the companies said in 
the statement, thanking Trump.

They added the agreement 
includes $11 billion in new in-
vestments to be made by 2028 
as well as governance, produc-
tion and trade commitments. 
Nippon Steel will buy a 100% 
stake in US Steel, a spokesper-
son for the Japanese company 
in Tokyo said Saturday.

The steelmakers provid-
ed no detail on the "golden 
share" they pledged to issue 
to the US government, raising 
questions about the extent of 
US control. 

The takeover will set up the 
ailing US fi rm to receive the 
critical investment, allowing 
Nippon Steel to capitalize on a 
host of American infrastructure 
projects while its foreign com-
petitors face steel tariffs of 50%. 

TARIFF PRESSURES

Foxconn ships majority of 
India-made iPhones to US

The move shows Apple has realigned its India exports to almost exclusively serve the US market

Foxconn shipped iPhones 
from India worth $3.2 billion in 
March-May

Nearly all the India exports 
went to the US

Foxconn's 
India iPhone 
shipments 
to US worth 
$4.4 billion 
Jan-May vs $3.7 billion 
for whole of 2024

Trump has criticised Apple 
over India production

RBI rate cut boosts 
investors’ confi dence

We expect made-in-India 
iPhones to account for 25% 

to 30% of global iPhone ship-
ments in 2025, as compared 

to 18% in 2024
PRACHIR SINGH | 

SENIOR ANALYST, COUNTERPOINT 
RESEARCH

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Mumbai, June 14: Large-
cap companies have delivered 
stronger earnings growth than 
mid and small-cap fi rms in the 
fourth quarter of FY24-25, a new 
report said Saturday. 

According to a report by bro-
kerage fi rm Equirus Securities, 
which analysed 270 major listed 
companies, found that large caps 
showed resilience in a mixed mar-
ket environment, with their earn-
ings and profi ts performing better 
than expected.

The report highlights that 
EBITDA and earnings for the 
entire group of companies 
tracked by Equirus surpassed 
analyst estimates by 4 per cent 
and 5 per cent, respectively.

This translated to a year-
on-year (YoY) growth of 6 per 
cent in EBITDA and 4 per cent 
in earnings, while revenues 
were in line with expectations, 
rising 5 per cent from the same 
quarter last year. When broken 
down by market size, the di-
vergence was clear. Large-cap 
companies recorded a healthy 
6 per cent growth in earnings 
compared to last year.

Mid-cap fi rms posted a mod-
est 2 per cent increase, while 
small-cap companies saw their 
earnings fall sharply by 16 per 
cent year-on-year (YoY).

This trend, according to the 
report, suggests that investors 
are increasingly favouring es-
tablished, stable companies in 
uncertain market conditions.

The report also noted sec-
tor-specifi c differences. If oil 
marketing companies (OMCs) 
are excluded, EBITDA and 
earnings for the rest of the 
companies still grew by 5 per 
cent and 3 per cent respectively.

The growth was even stron-
ger when excluding banking, fi -
nancial services, and insurance 
(BFSI) companies -- EBITDA and 
earnings grew by 7 per cent and 
6 per cent YoY in that group.

Strong performances were 
reported in the retail, pharma, 
capital goods, and consumer 
durables sectors.

SHIFT TO STABILITY

Large-caps outshine 
small-caps in Q4 FY25

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 14: Re-
nowned footwear and accesso-
ries brand Sreeleathers’ fully 
air-conditioned showroom was 
offi cially inauagrated at Lingi-
pur, Bhubaneswar Saturday. 
The inauguration ceremony 
was graced by Odia fi lm actress 
Sivani Sangita.

Speaking on the launch, San-
gita invited people to visit the 
new store amid festival Raja 
celebrations. “You’ll fi nd a wide 
variety of quality products — 
from bags to ladies' purses all at 
affordable prices. It’s the perfect 
place for your Raja shopping,” 
she said. The new showroom will 
showcase an extensive range of 
products, including footwear 
for men, women, and children, 

along with sports shoes, hand-
bags, school bags, wallets, belts, 
briefcases, and suitcases. 

Staying true to the brand’s philos-
ophy of “World Class, Right Price,” 
the store aims to provide quality 
products at an affordable cost.

“We are committed to uphold-
ing the legacy of our founder 
Suresh Chandra Dey and my 
late father Ashish Dey,” said Sub-
hashish Dey, Managing Director, 
Sreeleathers. Franchisee Umang 
Agarwal assured customers that the 
new outlet will prioritise customer 
satisfaction and after-sales service.

To mark the occasion, Sree-
leathers announced inaugural 
discounts — 10% off on purchas-
es between Rs 1,000 and Rs 2,500 
and 15% off on purchases above 
Rs 2,500. These offers are valid 
till June 30, 2025.

Sreeleathers opens new showroom 18-MONTH DEADLOCK ENDS

Trump approves Nippon Steel’s  
$14.9 billion purchase of US Steel

Companies fulfi ll Trump's 
requirements for deal

Agreement includes $11 
billion in new investments

Nippon Steel says it will 
take 100% stake in US Steel

No details on 'golden 
share' to be issued to US govt

FPIs infuse over Rs 3,346cr into 
Indian stock markets this week

In May, foreign 
investors put Rs 
19,860cr into the 

Indian stock market, 
making it the best 
month of the year 
so far for foreign 

investment
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AGENCIES

London, June 14: Chokers 
no more. The South Africans 
consigned the word to history 
when they ripped the World 
Test Championship mace 
from Australia's callused grip 
inside four days of a riveting 
final at Lord's.

South Africa wore a new 
label Saturday — champi-
on — by claiming its first 
major cricket trophy in 27 
years when it wrapped up a 
five-wicket win.

The last 69 runs required 
on day four were confidently 
knocked off by the Proteas in 
just over two hours — only 
three boundaries — with Aus-
tralia typically fighting all the 
way to the inevitable end.

South Africa moved from 
a portentous 213-2 overnight 
to a winning 285-5, the second 
highest successful run chase 
in the 141-year test history at 
the home of cricket.

Victory laid to rest ghosts 
of heartbreaking losses on big 
ICC stages that have haunted 
South Africa for decades. The 
venues and dates are infa-
mous in South Africa crick-
et, among them Birmingham 
1999, Dhaka 2011, Auckland 
2015, Kolkata 2023 and Bridge-
town 2024.

But London 2025 will go 
down as one of the greatest 
days in South Africa sports, 
when its cricket underdogs 
grabbed the advantage and 
didn't let go against a red-hot 
Australia.

The stunning result also 
bodes well for South Africa's 

preparations for its home ODI 
World Cup in 2027. It's a dif-
ferent format, but the Proteas' 
mindsets won't be burdened 
by not having won a global 
trophy since the Champions 
Trophy's precursor in 1998.

Australia didn't give up the 
WTC mace easily, relentless-
ly attacking the stumps and 
trying to prey on any South 
Africa butterflies. The des-
perate Australians used up 
their three reviews in vain 
within the first 90 minutes 
and fought to the end. But the 
serial champions lost an ICC 

final for only a fourth time in 
14 chances.

The Proteas were staunch, 
losing only three wickets Sat-
urday. One of them was Aiden 
Markram, the colossus Aus-
tralia could not topple until 
it was too late.

He resumed the day on 102 
and was out for 136 when on-
ly six runs from victory. He 
spent six hours, 23 minutes in 
the middle. Australia didn't 
celebrate his wicket. Instead, 
players slapped Markram on 
the back and congratulated 
him on his match-winning 
knock as the Lord's crowd 
stood and applauded.

"Growing up, Lord's was the 
one venue I wanted to play 
at,” Markram said. “To do it at 
a final and win is something 
really special.”

About 15 minutes later, Kyle 

Verreynne hit the winning 
run, a drive into the covers.

Markram and an injured 
Bavuma set up the victory the 
day before with an unbeaten 
partnership of 143 runs. They 
could not finish what they 
started, adding only four runs 
together before Bavuma edged 
Cummins behind for 66, one 
more than he had overnight.

Markram was named man 
of the match. He also took two 
vital wickets, that of Steve 
Smith on 66 in Australia's 
first innings, when Smith be-
came the highest foreign test 

run-scorer at Lord's, and Josh 
Hazlewood to end Australia's 
second innings. Kagiso Raba-
da had nine-for in the match.

South Africa's target was 
set at 282, considered too far. 
But in a batting unit far less 
experienced than Australia's 
and considered a weak point, 
Markram and Bavuma chanced 
on ideal batting conditions on 
day three Friday and exploited 
them mercilessly. The turning 
point was Bavuma dropped in 
the slips on 2 by Smith, who 
broke his fi nger and didn't re-
turn to the match.

South Africa was criticized 
by some before the final for its 
supposedly easier road in the 
2023-25 WTC cycle — it didn't 
face Australia or England in a 
series — but it has won eight 
straight tests, its second lon-
gest streak in history.

THE REDEMPTION OF PROTEAS 
South Africa shed ‘chokers’ tag as they lift the World Test Championship mace, beating Australia by fi ve wickets at the Home of Cricket

Whilst we were bat-
ting, we could hear 
the Aussies using that 
dreaded word, choke. 

It's been years since we've 
overcome a fi nal. We've been 
etched in history, we're part 
of something that has never 
been done
TEMBA BAVUMA | CAPTAIN, SOUTH AFRICA

It's the pinnacle, I 
love Test cricket. 
Huge achievement 
to make the fi nal, 

one-game shootout is a 
spectacle, didn't end up on 
the right side, but it's been a 
great week
PAT CUMMINS | SKIPPER, AUSTRALIA 

HISTORIC TRIUMPH: With 
this victory, South Africa 
has laid their hands on 
their fi rst-ever world title 
in international cricket. 
Also, this is their second 
ICC trophy after the ICC 
Knockout 1998

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

London, June 14: Grand-
masters Arjun Erigaisi and 
Pranav registered crucial 
wins on the final day as Team 
MGD1 became the first Indi-
an team to clinch the FIDE 
World Rapid Team Champi-
onship title.

Seeded sixth, Team MGD1 
posted 10 wins from 12 rounds 
over three days to emerge 
champions after a close-
ly-fought battle with Team 
Hexamind Friday.

Having won silver and 
bronze in the last two editions, 
MGD1 began their campaign 
with a perfect day one. But a 
draw against Team Freedom 
and a loss to Team Hexamind 
on day two left them needing 
a fl awless fi nish to stay in the 
hunt.

The side responded in style, 
winning all four rounds on the 
fi nal day to seal the title.

Comprising GMs Arjun 
Erigaisi, Pentala Harikrish-
na, Leon Mendonca, David 
Anton Guijarro, Tsolakidou 
Stovroula, Pranav, Atharva 
Tayade, and captain Srinath 
Narayanan, MGD1 secured the 
championship with key victo-
ries in the fi nal round. 

Wins by Arjun and Pranav 
against Malcom's Mates proved 
decisive.

"This is very special! With 
the Indian team in the Olym-
piad we were the favourites to 
win and out here with Team 
MGD1 we were the underdogs. 
And yet we won gold again," 
Narayanan in a release.

The teams will now face-off 
in Blitz competition.

Team MGD1 becomes 
fi rst Indian side to win 
Rapid Team C’ship

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, June 14: Rugby 
royalty showcased an exciting 
preview of the upcoming action 
in store during the launch press 
conference of the inaugural 
season of GMR Rugby Premier 
League. Present on the occasion 
were the team coaches and mar-
quee players from their respec-
tive franchises. 

From Hyderabad Heroes, 
coach DJ Forbes, along with 
Prince Khatri and Manuel 
Moreno, from Chennai Bulls, 
coach Ben Gollongs and Alex 
Davis, and Bengaluru Brave-
hearts, Mohit Khatri and Pol 
Pla, along with their coach 
Pack Hernandez, were present.

Also in attendance were 
coach Tomasi Cama, Deepak 
Punia, and Matias Osadczuk 
of Delhi Redz, coach Mike Fri-
day, Asis Sabr and Maurice 
Longbottom of Kalinga Black 
Tigers, and lastly from Mumbai 
Dreamers, coach Tim Walsh, 

Akash Balmiki and James 
Turner.

The team coaches and play-
ers of the respective franchises 
shared their thoughts ahead of 
the season.

The media were addressed by 
the CEO of GMR Sports, Satyam 
Trivedi, and Rugby India Pres-

ident Rahul Bose, who were 
then joined by all six franchise 
owners for a photo opportunity.

The media also got a chance 
to witness the players in action 
as they passed the ball around 
and explained the rules of the 
game to the media.

President of Rugby India, Ra-

hul Bose, spoke along similar 
lines and stated, “It is truly in-
credible what we have managed 
to do here. We have big names 
from all over the world of rugby 
playing together as teammates. 
Looking forward to the high-oc-
tane action we are about to wit-
ness over the next few days.”

The Rugby Premier League 
is set to commence Sunday 
(June 15) with six teams, Ben-
galuru Bravehearts, Chennai 
Bulls, Delhi Redz, Hyderabad 
Heroes, Kalinga Black Tigers, 
and Mumbai Dreamers fi ghting 
for glory.

Each team will comprise fi ve 
foreign players, fi ve domestic 
players, and three from bridge 
nations -- countries in the sec-
ond and third tiers in the world 
rugby hierarchy.

Each match will be of 16-min-
ute duration, divided into four 
quarters. With the clock being 
stopped for each transgres-
sion, decision, and injury, each 
match will be of 23-30 minutes 
duration. Four matches will be 
held each evening. All matches 
will be played at the Andheri 
Sports Complex in Mumbai.

The RPL season 1 is sched-
uled to start at 5:45 PM. Fans 
can tune into the Star Sports 
channel and JioHotstar to 
watch the live action. 

Rugby Premier League set for spectacular debut

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Antwerp (Belgium), June 
14: There was no end to Indi-
an men's hockey team's woes in 
the FIH Pro League as the side 
slumped to its fi fth 
straight defeat, losing 
2-3 to Australia de-
spite leading the con-
test by two goals after 
Abhishek's brace, here 
Saturday. 

The Indian team has 
already lost twice to 
Netherlands and Argentina in 
the tournament. Starting strong, 
India took a 2-0 lead by the 35th 
minute through Abhishek's (8th, 
35th minutes) brace.

But the Kookaburras came 
out all attacking after the 
change of ends, scoring through 
Nathan Ephraums (42nd), and 
two penalty corner conversions 
by Joel Rintala (56th) and Tom 
Craig (60th) to secure the win. 

After suffering four close de-
feats against Netherlands and 
Argentina in the their fi rst four 
matches of the European leg of 

Pro League, the Indians looked a 
motivated lot against Australia 
and dominated the share of ex-
changes in the fi rst two quarters. 

The Indians were without 
skipper and ace dragfl icker Har-

manpreet Singh as he 
has been rested due to 
a injury suffered in the 
last match against Ar-
gentina.  The Indians 
showed intent from 
the word go and took 
lead in the eighth min-
ute through Abhishek, 

who fl icked from top of the circle 
after receiving a pass from Man-
preet Singh. 

India secured back-to-back 
penalty corners in the 48th 
minute but could to covert. The 
Australians pressed hard in the 
fi nal 10 minutes, earning four 
penalty corners in quick suc-
cession, the last of which was 
converted by Rintala. 

Just 42 seconds from the 
hooter, India conceded anoth-
er penalty corner and Craig 
defl ected in Jeremy Hayward's 
fl ick to hand Australia the win.

FIH PRO LEAGUE

Late goals sink India again

India suffer 
fi fth straight 
loss, go down 

3-2 against 
Australia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, June 14: Indi-
an gymnast Pranati Nayak 
clinched a bronze medal in 
the vault fi nal at the 12th Se-
nior Women's Asian Artistic 
Gymnastics Championships 
in Jecheon, South Korea, Sat-
urday.

With this performance, 
Nayak secured her third med-
al in the continental champi-
onships, surpassing veteran 
gymnast Dipa Karmakar's tal-
ly of two. She had previously 
won bronze in the vault at the 
2019 edition in Ulaanbaatar 

and again in 2022 in Doha.
Karmakar had won her fi rst 

continental medal, a vault 
bronze, at Hiroshima in 2015 
and followed it up with a gold 
in Tashkent earlier this year.

The 30-year-old Nayak, who 
had earlier claimed a bronze 
at the FIG World Cup in An-
talya, Turkey, in March this 
year, scored 13.466 to fi nish 
third on the podium.

China's Yihan Zhang bagged 
the gold with a score of 13.650, 
while Vietnam's Thi Quynh 
Nhu Nguyen took silver with 
13.583.

Young Indian gymnast 

Protistha Samanta also im-
pressed, narrowly missing 
out on a medal with a fourth-
place fi nish after registering a 
score of 13.016 at the Jecheon 
Gymnasium.

Nayak, a Tokyo 2020 Olym-
pian, had posted a strong fi rst 
attempt in the fi nal, scoring 
13.666, but a lower second vault 
of 12.866 affected her overall 
score.

She had entered the fi nal af-
ter placing fourth in the quali-
fi cation round with a score of 
13.083. Protistha also made it 
to the medal round, qualifying 
with a commendable 12.916.

Pranati surpasses Dipa’s feat
ASIAN GYMNASTICS CHAMPIONSHIPS

EVES SUFFER NARROW DEFEAT TO AUSSIES
London: The Indian women’s hockey team fought back from a 
0-3 defi cit but suffered a narrow 2–3 defeat to Australia in their 
FIH Hockey Pro League 202425 match at the Lee Valley Hockey & 
Tennis Centre here Saturday. Before the start of the match, both 
teams observed a minute’s silence in memory of those who lost 
their lives in the recent aircraft tragedy in Ahmedabad. After 
going three goals down, India fought back through goals from 
Deepika (44') and Neha (52'), but the Australians held their nerve 
in a fi erce fi nal quarter to secure the win. Courtney Schonell 
(16'), Lexie Pickering (27'), and Tatum Stewart (35') scored goals 
for Australia. The match also marked a personal milestone for 
midfi elder Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke, who completed her 50th 
appearance for India. There was little to separate the two sides 
in the opening quarter, with both teams showing intent and 
valuing possession. India adopted a patient approach but were 
quick to apply pressure on the Australian defence. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Munich, June 14: India's Arya 
Borse and Arjun Babuta dished 
out a thoroughly dominant 
performance and outplayed 
China's reigning Olympic and 
world champion duo Zifei Wang 
and Lihao Sheng 17-7 to win the 
gold medal in the 10m air rifl e 
mixed team event of the ISSF 
World Cup here Saturday.

Arya and Arjun were in fi ne 
fettle when it mattered the most 
to win the top prize in the pres-
tigious tournament, not giving 
the Chinese an inch.

The Indian duo entered the 
gold medal round after aggre-
gating 635.2 in the qualifi ca-
tions, just .7 behind Wang and 
Sheng (635.9), which is also the 
qualifi cations world record.

Arya had paired with 
Rudrankksh Patil to win the 
10m air rifl e mixed team silver 
in the World Cup in Lima, Peru, 

earlier this year.
The other Indian pair in the 

event, Elavenil Valarivan and 
Ankush Jadhav fi nished sixth 
in the qualifi cations with 631.8.

Norway's Jeanette Hegg 
Duestad and Jon-Hermann 
Hegg bagged the bronze medal 
with a 16-14 victory over the 
UAS's Sagen Maddalena and 
Peter Matthew Fiori.

This is India's fourth medal 
and second gold in the ongo-
ing World Cup after Suruchi 
Singh's yellow metal and the 
two bronze won by Sift Kaur 
Samra and Elavenil in their 
respective individual events 
earlier this week.

In the 10m air pistol mixed 
team event, the combo of Ma-
nu Bhaker and Aditya Malra 
ended sixth with a combined 
total of 577 in the qualifi cations, 
while the Suruchi Singh and 
Varun Tomar was placed 10th 
with 576.

Dominant Arya-Arjun 
shoots down gold

Shooting pair stuns Olympic Champions from China
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