Shifting norms

Actror Fatima Sana Shaikh shares

her thoughts on how society’s
views around women and
marriage are slowly evolving
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Shringla, Nikam among
4 nominated to RS

New Delhi: Former foreign
secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla,
Special Public Prosecutor in the
26/11 Mumbai terror attacks case
Ujjwal Nikam, Kerala BJP leader C
Sadanandan Master and historian
Meenakshi Jain have been
nominated to the Rajya Sabha (RS).
In a notification issued late
Saturday night, the Union Home
Ministry said the President has
nominated the four to the Rajya
Sabha. The President nominates

12 people to the Rajya Sabha, who
are people of eminence in various
fields. P9

Bihar: Many Nepalese,
Bangladeshis found

New Delhi: Field-level functionaries
of the Election Commission (EC)
have found ‘a large number of
people’ from Nepal, Bangladesh and
Myanmar during house-to-house
visits made for the ongoing inten-
sive review of voters' list in Bihar,
officials said Sunday. They asserted
that the names of illegal migrants
will not be included in the final elec-
toral roll to be published September
30, after proper enquiry of such
people is conducted after August 1.
Citing ground reports, EC officials
said that during house-to-house vis-
its ‘a large number’ of people from
Nepal, Bangladesh and Myanmar
have been found by booth-level-of-
ficers. The EC will eventually carry
out a special intensive revision of
electoral rolls across India to weed
out foreign illegal migrants by
checking their place of birth.

2-day state visit of
Prez begins today

New Delhi: President Droupadi
Murmu will be on a two-day visit of
the state from Monday, her office
said in a statement. The President
will grace the fifth convocation
ceremony of All India Institute

of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
Bhubaneswar Monday, it said. On
July 15, Murmu will grace the 13th
annual convocation of Ravenshaw
University and also lay the foundation
stone for the redevelopment of

three buildings of Ravenshaw Girls'
High School at Cuttack, said the
statement issued Sunday. She will
also grace the birth anniversary
celebration of Adikabi Sarala Das
and present the Kalinga Ratna
Award-2024 at Cuttack, it added. P3

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Authored by whom? An
autocrat, a booth-grabber,
or an EC insider?

‘Plough justice’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput/Narayanpatna,
July 13: A couple in Peda Itiki
village under Bargi panchayat
of Narayanpatna block in the
district was subjected to hu-
miliating punishment for mar-
rying within the same clan as a
kangaroo court allegedly forced
them to plough the village road
with a wooden yoke tied to their
backs, a report said.

The matter came to the light
after a video of the incident
went viral, days after a similar
case in neighbouring Rayagada
district made headlines. Sources
said, the 18-year-old girl and the
21-year-old man were reportedly
in a relationship for nearly five
years. They are said to belong to
the same clan and are considered
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DOMINATING DISPLAY: Italy's Jannik Sinner celebrates with the trophy after winning the men's Wimbledon final against Spain's Carlos Alcaraz Sunday (story P12)

Battle for life, justice

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 13: As
the 20-year-old student from
FM (Autonomous) College who
immolated herself on the college
campus in Balasore Saturday
over alleged sexual harassment
by a teacher battled for life at the
AIIMS Bhubaneswar Sunday,
Opposition parties staged pro-
tests, demanding resignation of
state higher education minister.
Amid protests over the in-
cident, which came to light
days after the gangrape of an-
other college girl on Gopalpur
beach, Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi went to AIIMS
Bhubaneswar after returning
from a three-day tour to Delhi.
Majhi said the government
is ensuring the ‘best possible
treatment’ for the student.
“The condition of the student
is critical. She is being provided
treatment akin to that available
in ATIMS, Delhi. A medical team
is formed for her treatment.
The government will consider
airlifting the patient after her
condition stabilises,” he said.
“We will take strong action
as soon as the Higher Educa-
tion department committee
report is available,” he said,

rocks Koraput

cousins under tribal customs.
They had eloped and got married,
defying societal norms and age-
old community traditions.
Later, their families and rela-
tives lured them back to the vil-
lage promising their marriage.
Upon their return, some village
elders declared the marriage in-
valid due to their shared lineage
and insisted that they must un-
dergo a ritualistic punishment
called ‘Balada Danda’ (plough
justice) to absolve them of their
so-called sin. They tied them a
yoke and made them to till the
village road. The couple was lat-
er sprinkled with coconut mixed
water as part of a ‘purification’
ritual. Narayanpatna police sta-
tion IIC Pramod Kumar Nayak
said Sunday that a probe has
been launched into the incident.
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adding that the government
would also take measures to
prevent such kind of incidents
in state’s educational institutes.

Majhi also met the parents
and family members of the
student at the hospital.

The student remains on
ventilator support and her
condition has been described
as ‘highly critical’ by hospital
authorities. Dialysis has start-
ed with the hope of keeping her
alive, the officials said.

“About 95 per cent of her body
has suffered severe burns. Her
kidneys and lungs are also af-
fected due to the fire and smoke
inhalation,” Dr. Ashutosh
Biswas, executive director,
AIIMS Bhubaneswar, said.

A 10-member expert medi-
cal team has been constituted,
comprising specialists from an-
esthesiology, pulmonary med-

Gaza’s Health Ministry
says that more than 58,000
people have been killed in

Sexual harassment
victim remains critical

CM promises action

NCW seeks action taken
report in three days

Naveen demands
Governor's intervention

Opposition hits street

icine, nephrology, burns, and
plastic surgery, he said.

LoP Naveen Patnaik, OP-
CC president Bhakta Charan
Das and BJP leader and Dep-
uty Chief Minister Pravati
Parida condemned the sexual
harassment incident. Patnaik
expressed ‘shock’ over the in-
cident and termed it as ‘deep-
ly distressing’ and sought the
Governor's intervention.

Both the BJD and Congress
leaders have sought appoint-
ment with President Droupadi
Murmu, who is scheduled to
undertake a two-day visit to
the state from Monday.

Describing the incident as
‘deeply disturbing’, National
Commission for Women (NCW)
chairperson Vijaya Rahatkar
asked the DGP to ‘ensure a fair
and time-bound’ investigation.

She sought an action taken

Govt eases rule

and compliance

report within three days.

The activists of both the BJD
and Congress also hit the streets
and staged demonstrations be-
fore the residence of the Chief
Minister and Higher Education
Minister Suryabanshi Suraj.
Meanwhile, a three-member
high-level committee, headed
by Higher Education Direc-
tor Kali Prasanna Mohapatra,
grilled the college principal for
three hours and also talked to
students to ascertain facts.

The second-year student of
the Integrated BEd programme
had set herself on fire, demand-
ing action against a teacher who
allegedly sexually and mental-
ly harassed her. The Women
and Children Wing of the state
Crime Branch took up the case
suo motu and started an inves-
tigation. The state government
suspended college principal
Dilip Ghose and prime accused
Samira Kumar Sahu who was
also arrested in the case.

Meanwhile, the girl's father
and brother held the college
authorities responsible for her
suicide attempt. Several min-
isters and leaders of different
political parties visited AIIMS
Bhubaneswar and met the fam-
ily members of the victim.

Govt relaxes sulphur emission
rules for most coal-fired power :
plants to balance costs, climate o
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* India wobble

Washington Sundar put India in the
best possible position to win the
Lord's Test before batters stuttered

h, ( to 58 for four, chasing 193
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Army denies role
in drone attack on
ULFA(I) camps

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, July 13: The
proscribed ULFA(I) Sunday
claimed drone and missile at-
tacks on its camps along the
Myanmar border by the Indi-
an Army, though there was no
confirmation about the devel-
opment from the armed forces.
The ULFA(), in a press state-
ment, said the attacks were car-
ried out with drones in the early
hours at several mobile camps.
Nayan Asom alias Nayan Med-
hi, who was the ‘chairman’ of its
‘lower council', was Kkilled in the
attacks, while around 19 others
were injured, the outlawed out-
fit claimed. When contacted, a
defence spokesperson here told
PTI that there was no informa-
tion of any such incident.
“There are no inputs with the
Indian Army of such an opera-
tion,” Lt Col Mahendra Rawat
said. The ULFA(I), in another
statement, later claimed that mis-
siles were launched at its camp
when the last rites of its slain
leader were being performed.
The outfit said two other se-
nior leaders, ‘brigadier' Ganesh
Asom and ‘colonel' Pradip Asom,
were Killed in the second round
of attacks, while several other
members as well as civilians
were injured. Meanwhile, As-
sam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma
denied involvement of the state
police or any attack from its soil.

Vedanta donates 397cr
to BJP; BJD gets 25¢r

'edanta Limited continued to

extend its largess towards
political parties, albeit judiciously,
despite the Supreme Court banning
Electoral Bonds last year. Billionaire
Anil Agarwal’s mining conglomerate
nearly quadrupled its donations
to the ruling BJP in FY 2024-25 (till
March 31, 2025) by contributing
397 crore (from326 crore in the
previous fiscal). On the contrary,
the company put% 10 crore in
the Congress party’s kitty in the
corresponding period, a massive
drop from349 crore in FY 2023-24.
Interestingly, BJD emerged as the
second highest beneficiary of the
mining major’s political donations
by upping its share to%25 crore -
from% 15 crore during FY 2023-24
- despite suffering drubbings in
the Assembly and Parliamentary
elections in the state.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 13: Billion-
aire Anil Agarwal's mining
conglomerate Vedanta Limit-
ed nearly quadrupled its dona-
tions to the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), contribut-
ing 397 crore in the fiscal year
ending March 2025, according
to its latest annual report.
Under ‘Miscellaneous Expens-
es', Vedanta detailed the political
donations as well as the manage-

L L R |
ment and brand fee expenses it
paid to its parent, London-listed
Vedanta Resources Plc.
Political donations totalled
%157 crore in 2024-25, up from 397
crore in the previous financial
year. While donations to the BJP
soared, those to the Opposition
Congress were cut to just 310
crore. The donations in fiscal year
April 2024 to March 2025 (FY25) in-
cluded ‘contributions to BJP of ¥97
crore (326 crore in fiscal year ended
March 31, 2024), BJD of %25 crore
(March 31, 2024: %15 crore), JMM of
320 crore (March 31, 2024: 35 crore)
and AICC of 10 crore (March 31,
2024: 349 crore)," according to the
annual report for 2024-25.
Vedanta has been one of the big-
gest donors to political parties. In
2022-23, it had donated a total of %155
crore to political parties and 123
crore in FY22 (April 2021 to March
2022). Beneficiary-wise, the break-
up was not provided for the pre-
vious donations. It had, through
the now-scraped electoral bonds
donated, 3457 crore to political
parties in the five years of their
existence starting 2017.

Biggest piece of Mars on Earth to go under hammer

ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York, July 13: For sale:
A 54-pound (25-kilogramme)
rock. Estimated auction price:
$2 million to $4 million. Why so
expensive? It's the largest piece
of Mars ever found on Earth.
Sotheby's in New York will
be auctioning what's known as
NWA 16788 Wednesday as part
of anatural history-themed sale
that also includes a juvenile
Ceratosaurus dinosaur skele-
ton that's more than 6 feet tall
and nearly 11 feet long.
According to the auction
house, the meteorite is believed
to have been blown off the sur-
face of Mars by a massive aster-
oid strike before travelling 140
million miles to Earth, where

it crashed into the Sahara. A
meteorite hunter found it in
Niger in November 2023, So-
theby's says.

The red, brown and gray hunk
is about 70% larger than the next
largest piece of Mars found on
Earth and represents nearly
7% of all the Martian material
currently on this planet, Sothe-
by's says. It measures nearly 15
inches by 11 inches by 6 inches.

“This Martian meteorite
is the largest piece of Mars
we have ever found by a long
shot,” Cassandra Hatton, vice
chairman for Science and Nat-
ural History at Sotheby's, said
in an interview. “So it's more
than double the size of what
we previously thought was the
largest piece of Mars.”

It is also a rare find. There
are only 400 Martian meteorites
out of the more than 77,000 of-
ficially recognised meteorites
found on Earth, Sotheby's says.

Hatton said a small piece of

the red planet remnant was re-
moved and sent to a specialised
lab that confirmed it is from
Mars. It was compared with the
distinct chemical composition
of Martian meteorites discov-

ered during the Viking space
probe that landed on Mars in
1976, she said.

The examination found that
it is an ‘olivine-microgabbroic
shergottite,” a type of Martian
rock formed from the slow cool-
ing of Martian magma. It has
a course-grained texture and
contains the minerals pyrox-
ene and olivine, Sotheby's says.

It also has a glassy surface,
likely due to the high heat that
burned it when it fell through
Earth's atmosphere, Hatton
said. “So that was their first clue
that this wasn't just some big
rock on the ground,” she said.

The meteorite previously
was on exhibit at the Italian
Space Agency in Rome. Sothe-
by's did not disclose the owner.
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H ARIES

Today you willfeel like ¥
going green, and Ganesha -
approves. You could plant

a sapling, or organise some dusthins to
keep the neighbourhood clean. If you
wish to make the world a better place to
live in, do it but take it step by step.

Il TAURUS T

Much to the disappointment

and annoyance of your

friends and associates, you are likely to
act unduly possessive and self centred
about persons and objects, warns
Ganesha. Be sure, your overprotective
attitude is not likely to amuse anyone.

To make matters worse you will possibly
ignore their well founded resentment and

instead of setting matters right, you will
be running after material gains.

Il GEMINI :

You will ponder over

religious and cultural values

and issues today. You will

indulge in a fair amount of discussion
with your family members over the issue
and present your thoughts and feelings
on the subject.

Il CANCER

The day looks set to be an
ordinary day, for both work
and play, says Ganesha. Yet, if you are
planning to participate in an event or a com-
petition today, march ahead, by all means.
There will, practically, be no one who'll be
able to compete with you. On other fronts,

expect things to be rather calm and mun-
dane, with no significant ups and downs.

H LEO

_ Amoment once lost is not
going to come back. So, it’s =
about time you realised the
value of time, says Ganesha, because
time is money. On this day, set everything
to a schedule and figure out your tasks
right down to the brass tacks. Personal
organisers are a good bet, but if you are
old school, then maybe you would rather
prefer a diary and a calendar.

H VIRGO

creative abilities are your Ij,ii

Your communication and
best weapons. You will be
overflowing with zest for life and will

- exude cheerfulness. However, Ganesha
warns that your creativity will bloom
fully only in situations where there is no
pressure or strain.

H LIBRA r1
Ganesha says you will try ‘L ‘L
to gain in-depth knowledge

about new technological inventions in
your spare time today. Some of you may
have queries regarding higher education

that you may be able to take up today
and reach a conclusion about.

[l SCORPIO

Till now you have experi-

enced all the highs. Today

you may come across the

lows of the professional world. The equa-
tion between your boss, colleagues and
you may get slightly disturbed. However,

you will make it up by evening. Freshers
may look for some career opportunities.
M SAGITTARIUS GREAR
Being a part of all things ~-
bright and beautiful will

remain the highpoint today, D
says Ganesha. You may don the hat of

an activist and fight injustice and discrim-
ination in the right spirits. Even if you are
asked to conquer the world, you will be
able to do it today, says Ganesha.

Il CAPRICORN

Today, you will not be in
the right mood to work or
produce expected results.
Mounting work pressure may further
dampen your self-confidence, foretells
Ganesha. The dullness will vanish in
the air by the evening and you will be
back to your happy self. Are you won-
dering who will be responsible for this
change? The answer is your friends
and family members.

[l AQUARIUS

You spend a lot of time plan-
ning for a better future. Sure,
it does minimize the chances of errors as
you know possible obstacles in advance.
But, the time you spend for calculations

takes you away from the reality and you

don't fully concentrate on what you have
now. Learn to balance, advises Ganesha.

H PISCES (
money is and you will think J
about it all day. You will think

about prosperity and fame today. Worry
about family might increase and in return

You know how important
less about expenses today and more
they will support you, says Ganesha

Tamannaah

Mumbai: Actress Tamannaah Bhatia, in her latest In-
stagram post, spoke about embracing duality in both
style and identity.

Pairing a black sequined gown with a casual

grey t-shirt, she highlighted how contrast-
ing elements can coexist beautiful-
ly. The actress also explained that
for her, fashion is not just about
| trends; it’s a personal expression
where glamour meets comfort and
strength meets softness.

Sunday, the Baahubali actress
took to her Instagram handle
and shared a couple of her styl-
ish photos. In the caption, Ta-
mannaah reflected on the power

of layering, both in fashion
and identity. The actress
wrote, “The art of layering

A black sequined gown

and a grey t-shirt may

belong to two different
worlds — but for me,
they feel like they were
meant to meet. Because

contradiction isn’t conflict.

It’s where masculine edge and

feminine instinct find harmony.

It’s also the art of layering — not

just in what I wear, but in who I am.

Clothes, jewellery, identity — none

of it needs to be singular. Casual glam-

our isn’t a trend. It’s my language. And it’s
always layered.”

Known for her impeccable sense of style, the
Sikandar Ka Muqaddar actress consistently
serves major style inspiration with her striking
photos shared on social media. IANS

Followers
don’t define
talent; Sumbul

{

trends—especially in today’s
| casting decisions.

The television actress shared
that she believes in staying
true to herself rather than pre-
tending to be someone else,

| and ensures that social media
| doesn’t take control of her life.
| | Expressing the same, Tougeer
told this news agency, “It can
be an addiction if you let it
control you. I have never been
addicted to it because I under-
stand that social media
is for us, and we
are not for social
media.”

“Social media is
very important for an actor be-
cause that’s the only way you can
connect with your fans. There are
so many supporters and fans who
come and interact with you, they
send you blessings and love, so it

/ Mumbai:
S Imlie fame —
/ Sumbul Touqgeer
/ has opened up
about how she handles
the pressures of social
media. The television ac-
tress also believes that tal-
ent should always outweigh

Jason Momoa, attending the Harley-Davidson

Homecoming Festival in Milwaukee, sprang into
action after a minivan crash near Veterans Park.
| He assessed the scene, helped direct traffic, and
offered support while police and paramedics at-
tended to the unconscious driver, who was later

redefines glamourg

POSsT

FELISHA COOPER ACCUSES
BLAKE LIVELY OF RACISM

Felisha Cooper, known for her roles in The
Bold and the Beautiful, has accused Blake
Lively of racism and cruelty in a recent
podcast interview. Cooper claims Lively's
dismissive behavior caused emotional dis-
tress to her acting coaches and that Lively
refused to acknowledge her.

Fatima on changing
relationship dynamics

Mumbai: Actress Fatima
Sana Shaikh has shared her
thoughts on how society’s
views around women and
marriage—especially after
the age of 30—are slowly
evolving.
She acknowledged that
while the taboo still exists to
some extent, there is a grow-
ing acceptance of individual
choices and changing rela-
tionship dynamics in today’s
world. Speaking about the
taboo, Fatima admitted
that while people still
talk about women who
are unmarried after a
certain age, the pressure
is not as intense as it
once was.

The Dangal actress
also noted that earlier,

the expectation to get

e
Inrrnn

married by a certain age was
far more prominent. How-
ever, with changing times,
the meaning of relationships
has also shifted. More people
today are choosing to focus on
themselves, their careers, or
simply embracing the choice
to be alone—and society is
slowly learning to accept that.
“It happens, but it’s less, I
think. Earlier, it used to be
more prominent. Now, rela-
tionships have changed, the
meanings of relationships
have changed. A lot more
people are okay to be alone
or they are concentrating on
different things. So, society is
accepting that. I don’t know
if it’s right or wrong, but I
think the taboo is a little less

anymore.”
IANS

Rajkummar’s admiration
for Bengali cinema

Mumbai: Bollywood actor Rajkummar Rao, who recent-
ly featured in the action thriller Maalik, has opened up
about his admiration for Bengali cinema.
In an exclusive interview with this news agency,
Rao expressed his deep passion for Bengali cin-
ema, saying there was a time when it was pro-
ducing some of the best films ever made in the
country. When asked about his connection to
Bengali cinema—the actor shared that he has
followed Bengali films quite closely, especially
the classics.

“T’ve followed it a lot, especially the ear-
ly Bengali cinema—when Ray and Ghatak
were making films. I've watched most of their
work, I'm sure. There was a time when Ben-

gali cinema was at its peak. They were mak-

ing the best films ever in this country. Even in

Bollywood, during the 40s and 50s, Bengali
cinema had a strong influence.”

Crediting Bengali cinema for

P shaping his artistic perspective,

Rajkummar added, “I'm sure

there are still some really

interesting filmmakers

is really important — but I try to
limit my social media usage. I feel
there are too many other things to

focus on. I even have a screen <
limit set.” g
Commenting on the F

increasing trend of

judging artists now, but I haven’t
by their online watched too many
presence, Sum- . recent Bengali
bul expressed |\ films, to be hon-
that follower \\ est. The last one I

count should
not be the de-

| saw was Labour of
Love, which I ab-

ciding factor solutely loved—
when casting it was by Aditya
someone. She Vikram Sen-
believes that gupta. But yes,

an actor’s tal-
ent and body of

I feel very con-
nected to it. And

work should ) there are a lot of
take precedence Bengalis around
over digital me, even other-

popularity. ins wise, in life.” ians
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Immolation ire spills onto streets

=i

Members of Naba Nirman Yuva Chhatra Sangathan stage a protest
outside Deputy CM Pravati Parida’s residence demanding her
resignation over FM College female student’s self-immolation bid

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 13: Student and
youth wings of several prominent po-
litical parties held demonstrations,
demanding justice for the girl, who
set herself on fire over alleged sexual
harassment meted out to her by the
Head of the Education department at
Fakir Mohan (Autonomous) College
in Balasore recently.

Biju Chhatra Janata Dal (BCJD)
and Biju Yuva Janata Dal (BYJD)
staged protests and tried to gherao
CM Mohan Charan Majhi’s resi-
dence here, demanding his as well
as the resignation of Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
and State Higher Education Minister
Suryabanshi Suraj. BJD MLAs By-
omakesh Ray and Devi Ranjan Trip-
athy, along with several senior BJD
leaders, tried to break the security
barricades while marching towards

My daughter was pressured to withdraw plaint: Victim’s dad

BHUBANESWAR: The father of the 20-year-old college student who attempted self-immolation after
allegedly being denied justice in a sexual harassment case Sunday claimed that his daughter was
pressured by college authorities to withdraw her complaint. Blaming the principal of state-run Fakir

Mohan (Autonomous) College, Dillip Ghose, the father told reporters in Bhubaneswar, “My daughter’s
friends told me that she set herself on fire minutes after meeting the principal. She had gone to his
chamber to know the findings of the Internal Complaint Committee (ICC) probing her allegations. The
principal told my daughter that the ICC did not find any evidence to support her sexual harassment
allegations against Samira Kumar Sahu, Hod, Education department,” the father said, alleging that the
news may have worsened her mental distress, leading her to set herself on fire. Ghose had said the victim
met her in his chamber and he counselled her. He had also told the victim that the college authorities
might take action against her for levelling false allegations against a teacher, the father said. The victim’s
father also alleged that Sahu had threatened to sabotage her academic records if she did not comply with
his demand for “favours”. “When she lodged a complaint with the ICC against him, he brought together a
few students and started claiming that all her allegations were baseless. She was under immense mental
stress. The principal also did not provide any consolation to my daughter,” he added. The victim's father also
claimed during his meeting with the principal, the latter had assured him not to worry and that he will resolve
whatever issues are there. The student had lodged the complaint against the teacher June 30 and launched a
protest on the college campus July 2. Her brother said she had also posted a message on X, pleading for justice
and tagging the CM, Higher Education minister, local MP, MLA, and other officials. Ghose, who was suspended

Youth Congress leaders break a barricade to march toward Higher
Education Minister Suryabanshi Suraj’s residence at Unit 6 in City Sunday

NCW SEEKS REPORT IN 3 DAYS

Taking suo motu cognizance of a student of FM Auton-
omous College resorting to self-immolation over an
alleged sexual harassment incident in Balasore, the Na-

tional Commission for Women (NCW) Sunday asked the

DGP to take strict action against the culprits. Describing

the incident as “deeply disturbing”, NCW Chairperson

¢+ Vijaya Rahatkar has asked the Odisha DGP to “ensure a

fair and time-bound” investigation. The NCW also asked

the Odisha police to take strict action against the accused and extend all
necessary medical and psychological support to the victim free of cost. “An
action-taken report must be submitted to the Commission within three days,”
the NCW said. The commission said that a 20-year-old woman student of
a government college in Balasore allegedly self herself ablaze after facing
sexual harassment and academic threats by the head of the department. The
student is admitted to hospital in critical condition with 90 per cent burns.

the CM’s residence, but were quickly

detained by the security personnel.
BJD youth and student leaders

alleged that the state government is

trying to cover up the incident and
shift blames, while its own affiliated
student bodies, which often takes to
the streets over trivial issues, have

remained silent on such a grave is-
sue. Similarly, the National Students’
Union of India (NSUI) and Youth Con-
gress gheraoed the official residence
of the State Higher Education Minis-
ter demanding his resignation.

NSUI state president Udit Prad-
han, State Youth Congress president
Ranjit Patra and several other leaders
from the party joined demonstration.

“The BJP has failed to protect its
own member of the student wing. Be-
sides, they have ignored her ordeal.
We want the CM and State Education
Minister to resign immediately,”
Pradhan said.

Naba Nirman Yuva Chhatra San-
gathan also staged demonstration in
front of Deputy CM Pravati Parida’s
residence, seeking immediate justice
for the victim. The outfit raised slo-
gans against the government, alleg-
ing that the state has failed to ensure
women'’s safety.

Members of Gopabandhu Seba

FOR A CAUSE

Sangathana take partina
plantation drive at Banki
in Cuttack Sunday

4

Members of Youth and Student wings of BJD, including Byomakesh Ray
and Devi Ranjan Tripathy, marching towards CM’s residence while being
prevented by security personnel in Bhubaneswar Sunday

Khera dubs incident
'national tragedy'

NEW DELHI: Congress’ media and
publicity department head Pawan
Khera said it is a “national trag-
edy” that a young woman in Odi-
sha was forced to set herself on
fire after facing relentless sexual
harassment by her college’s HoD.
“She pleaded for help - informally
to the Principal, formally to the
Internal Complaints Committee,
and publicly to the CM and Educa-
tion Minister on social media. Yet,
her complaints went unheard,”
Khera said on X. A BJP MP had
demanded the HoD’s suspension,
but even he was brushed aside by
the college principal, the Congress
leader claimed.

Dialysis starts; next 48 hours vital: AIIMS doctors

BHUBANESWAR: The health condition of the 20-year-old FM Autonomous College student, who tried to immolate
herself over inaction in alleged sexual harassment meted out to her, remained critical, with doctors at AlIMS,
Bhubaneswar starting her dialysis as part of the initiation of renal replacement therapy, a treating medical
practitioner said. The second-year student of the integrated B Ed programme at the college in Balasore had
Saturday set herself on fire, demanding action against a teacher who had allegedly sexually assaulted and
mentally harassed her. Dialysis commenced following consultation with experts from AIIMS Delhi, said Sanjay
Giri, Additional Professor and HoD, Department of Burn and Plastic Surgery at AIIMS Bhubaneswar. Giri
said the hospital authorities have informed the patient’s family about her health condition. She shows a
high heartbeat rate at 180 per bpm (beats per minute) even under ventilator support, he said. “About 95
per cent of the victim’s body has suffered severe burn injuries. Her kidneys and lungs are also affected.
She is currently on critical care support,” AlIMS Bhubaneswar Executive Director Ashutosh Biswas told
reporters here Sunday. The woman was admitted to AIIMS Saturday and hospital authorities said that
the next 48 hours are vital and the victim is not showing any sign of improvement. Stating that doctors
of multiple departments were engaged in the treatment of the student, Biswas said that her entire
body has been burned except for some patches on her face.“At this moment, we cannot say anything,”
he said. Hospital sources said apart from doctors of the burn department, experts of critical care,
surgery, nephrology, and pulmonology are monitoring her health condition round-the-clock. AlIMS
Bhubaneswar has constituted a 10-member expert committee comprising doctors from anesthesia,
pulmonary medicine, burn, nephrology and other departments. “The committee can co-opt any

Saturday, said, “I feel threat to my life and have sought protection from Balasore district administration.”

H5NI OUTBREAK: GOVT |

CULLS OVER 6,700 BIRDS
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Bhubaneswar, July 13: A day
after bird flu (H5N1) outbreak
was confirmed in a poultry farm
in Puri district, the state govern-
ment has swung into action as
it has culled over 6,700 birds as
part of containment measures, a
senior official said Sunday.

The state government resort-
ed to mass culling of the birds
after the National Institute of
High Security Animal Diseases
(NIHSAD), Bhopal, confirmed
that samples collected from Bada
Ankula in Delang block of the dis-
trict tested positive for the H5SN1
avian influenza virus, he added.

The official also said that
more than 6,700 birds were
culled Saturday and Sunday
following standard operating
procedure (SOP) lay down by
the Union government.

Sarat Kumar Behera, chief
district veterinary officer

Fisheries and
Animal Resources
Development Minister
Gokulananda Mallik
visited the bird flu
infected area to take
stock of containment
measures

(CDVO), Puri, informed that
seven rapid response teams
(RRTs) along with health teams
have been deployed in the ar-
ea where bird flu cases were
detected.

“We have completely restrict-
ed the movement of live birds
in and out of the infected zone,”
he said.

After completing culling
within a 1-km radius of the vil-
lage, samples from another five
villages have been collected to

test for the virus, Behera said.

Sources said the village had
witnessed unusual poultry
deaths over the past week, but
the outbreak was officially
confirmed only after villagers
raised concerns and officials
collected samples July 9.

Meanwhile, Fisheries and
Animal Resources Develop-
ment Minister Gokulananda
Mallik visited the bird flu
infected area to take stock of
containment measures taken
to prevent further spread of
the virus.

The Minister has said that
immediately upon confirma-
tion, the State Government
initiated urgent containment
and control measures to pre-
vent further spread of the dis-
ease. Seven Rapid Response
Teams (RRTs) were mobilized
by F&ARD Department to un-
dertake culling, disinfection,
sanitation, and surveillance
activities in the infected zone.

Compensation for the culled
birds will be disbursed to the
affected poultry farmers as per
the guidelines of Govt. of India
within two days to ensure their
livelihoods are protected.

The Minister further said
that biosecurity measures have
been enforced in a ten-kilome-
tre surveillance zone around
the epicentre.

other faculty member of any other critical department as and when required,” an office order said.

Discussion with PM
over development
projects fruitful: (M

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 13: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Sunday said he held a “fruitful”
discussion with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi
to accelerate development proj-
ects in the state.

Speaking to mediapersons at
the airport here after returning
from Delhi, Majhi said he vis-
ited the national capital to pay
homage to the father of Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.

The union minister’s father
Daulal Vaishnaw died at All
India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS), Jodhpur July 8.

Majhi said
he held a de- A& RZENES
tailed discus- RUAEEESPAAEN

sion with PM [ U&(e; 11313
Modi for 35 [Ulpl3lelon\EIg
minutes Sat- IN THE VISION
urday on the [ e
execution of PI!(())SIEI;II;{%GS
proposed mega ODISHA BY
projects for the 2036 AND A
development DEVELOPED
of the state.  WINYNPRYY:
“The dis-

cussion was

fruitful and focused on how to
accelerate development in Odi-
sha as compared to other states
in the coming days,” he stated.

The Chief Minister also said
that action plans will be tak-
en to achieve the goals set in
the vision document to build a
prosperous Odisha by 2036 and
a developed India by 2047.

“On this occasion, important
discussions were held regard-
ing various developmental ac-
tivities in Odisha, future strat-
egies, coordination between
the Centre and the state, and
accelerating the state’s overall
progress. The Centre and the
state are committed to working
together to achieve the goals of
a prosperous Odisha and a de-
veloped India,” Majhi said in
a post on X on Saturday after
meeting the PM.

During the visit, Majhi also
met President Droupadi Mur-
mu and presented the vision
document booklet.

He also met Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and BJP’s gener-
al secretary (organisation) BL
Santosh.

DIARRHOEA HITS RAVENSHAW: Health Minister Mukesh Mahaling, Higher Education Minister Surybanshi Suraj and Cuttack Sadar MLA Prakash Sethi,
among others, enquires about the health condition of a student of Ravenshaw University where diarrhoea has broken out
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Lightning strikes claim four lives in state

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar/Jajpur, July
13: Four persons, including
a woman, were Killed due to
lightning strikes in Jajpur,
Jagatsinghpur, Sambalpur
and Bhadrak districts Sunday,
police said.

A 65-year-old farmer died in
lightning in Balabhadrapur vil-

lage under the Jenapur Police
Station limits in Jajpur district,
a senior officer said.

The incident occurred when
he was working in his agricul-
tural fields, he said.

“Other farmers and labour-
ers working there saw him ly-
ing in the field after the light-
ning strike. They took him to
the Dharmasala Community

Health Centre, where a doctor
declared him dead,” the officer
said. The body of the farmer
was sent for post-mortem ex-
aminations, and a case of un-
natural death was registered,
he said, adding that the inves-
tigation is underway.

Another man died in a light-
ning strike while he was tak-
ing shelter under a tree in the

Kuchinda area of Sambalpur
district, police said.

Lightning struck a young
woman when she visited a gar-
den in Bhadrak district, anoth-
er officer said.

A farmer died as lightning
struck him when he was re-
turning from an agricultural
field in Kujang area in Jagats-
inghpur district, he added.
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Heavy to very heavy
rain likely till July 17

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 13: The
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) Sunday issued
a heavy rainfall warning for
several districts of Odisha as
a low-pressure area is likely
to form over the northwest
Bay of Bengal (BoB) and ad-
joining coastal areas of West
Bengal and Odisha within the
next 24 hours. The system is
expected to bring widespread
rainfall, thunderstorms, light-
ning, and gusty winds across
the state between July 13 and
July 17.

According to IMD, an upper
air cyclonic circulation over
the north BoB, extending up to
5.8 km above sea level is like-
ly to intensify, leading to the
development of the low-pres-
sure system. This weather
disturbance, coupled with an
active monsoon trough ex-
tending from northwest India
to the northeast BoB, will en-
hance rainfall activity across
the state.

The IMD has predicted heavy
to very heavy rainfall accom-
panied by thunderstorms and
lightning in the districts of
Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, Sund-
argarh, Sambalpur, Jharsugu-
da, and Bargarh. These regions
are likely to experience wind
speeds of 3040 kmph, raising

CLASSIFIED

I, Manjulata Sahu, W/o-
Abhimanyu Sahoo and
Mother of Ashutosh
Sahoo, resident of

At- Maulimanagar,

P.O.- Ekatali, Dist.-
Jharsuguda, PIN-768202,
Odisha do hereby
declare by this affidavit
No.-19, dt. 11.07.25. That
now onwards I shall be
known as Manjulata
Sahu not “Manjulata
Sahoo” for all future
purposes.

I, Ashish Kumar Patro,
S/o- Late Bhaskar Patro,
Kotakotta resident

Plot- 958/2448, Prakruti
Vihar, Delta Square,
Bhubaneswar- 751003.
declare by this affidavit
No.- 22722 (79AA 069097),
dt. 11.7.25. That now
onwards I shall be
known as K ASISH
KUMAR PATRO for all
future purposes.

LOST

I, Dillip Kumar Singh,
S/0: Ranajit Singh,
Vill/PO : Baligan,

PS : Chandbali, Dist

: Bhadrak have
purchased a land (Khata
No. - 463, Plot No. - 4168)
bearing Sale Deed No.
463 dtd. 19.03.1990 has
been lost somewhere,
while I was comming
from Tahasil Office,
Chandbali. Inspite of
my best efforts I could
not trace it out.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.

concerns over local flooding
and disruptions.

Other districts such as Bal-
asore, Bhadrak, Jajpur, Ken-
drapara, Angul, Dhenkanal,
Cuttack, Nayagarh, Kalahandi,
Koraput, and Rayagada are also
expected to witness heavy rain-
fall and thunderstorms.

A Yellow warning (Be
Aware) has been issued for
multiple districts including
Boudh, Subarnapur, Bolan-
gir, Kandhamal, and Ganjam,
indicating the likelihood of
isolated heavy showers and
lightning strikes.

Significant rainfall has al-
ready been recorded in parts
of the state. Rampur (Kalahan-
di) received the highest with 7
cm, followed by Kantapada in
Cuttack (6 cm), and Sharapada,
Nayagarh, and Rasagovindapur
receiving around 5 cm.

Authorities have urged peo-
ple to stay indoors during thun-
derstorms, avoid water-logged
and low-lying areas, and re-
main cautious of falling trees
and electric poles due to gusty
winds. Fishermen have been
advised not to venture into the
sea during this period due to
rough conditions.

The state government is on
alert and district administra-
tions have been asked to keep
disaster response teams ready
in vulnerable areas.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 13: To
safeguard child rights and wel-
fare, the state has launched the
Orphan Survey 2025. Anganwadi
workers will conduct door-to-door
visits to identify orphaned chil-
dren and gather detailed informa-
tion using a standardised form.
The survey focuses on chil-
dren who have lost both par-
ents, those living with a single
parent—either a mother or a
father—who is over 40 per cent
disabled or chronically ill and

INDIA'S 1ST
P2 Phase-

Dengue is a major public
health concern in India,
ranking among the top 30
countries with the highest
incidence of the disease

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 13: Enrolment
of about 10,500 participants in
the phase III clinical trial of the
indigenous one-shot Panacea
Biotec developed dengue vac-
cine, DengiAll, is likely to be
completed by October across
20 centres in India, according
to Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) scientists.

So far, 8,000 participants in
various centres at Pune, Chen-
nai, Kolkata, Delhi and Bhu-
baneswar among others have
received either the vaccine or
a placebo as part of the trial
sponsored by the ICMR and
Panacea Biotec.

The trial is co-led by IC-
MR-National Institute of Trans-
lational Virology and AIDS
research in Pune, National In-
stitute of Epidemiology (NIE),
Chennai and National Institute
of Virology, Pune.

Currently, there is no antivi-

Odisha to copyr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 13: The
Odisha government has started
working on securing copyright
for the rituals of Srimandir to
protect its traditional cultural
expressions, Gajapati Mahara-
ja Dibyasingha Deb, the titular
king of the pilgrim town, said.

The statement came amid
resentments among the dev-
otees of Lord Jagannath over
the untimely celebration of
Lord Jagannath’s rituals by the
ISKCON abroad and the West
Bengal government’s declara-
tion of a temple in Digha as
‘Jagannath Dham’.

These are ‘gross violations’
of sacred scriptures and an-
cient tradition, the Gajapati
Maharaja, considered the first
servitor of the Lord Jagannath,
told PTI in an interview.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee inaugurated
a temple at the seaside town of
Digh April 30 and called it ‘Ja-
gannath Dham’, much to the
chagrin of the Odisha govern-
ment, the Puri Shankaracharya
Govardhan Peeth Nischalanan-
da Saraswati and a large num-
ber of devotees.

International Society for
Krishna Consciousness (ISK-

i 57 il
SHRAVAN RITUAL: K

anwariyas gathAér at Gadagadia Ghat on the

CON) is entrusted with the job
of performing the rituals and
puja of the sibling deities — Lord
Jagannath, Lord Baladev and
Devi Subhadra - in the Digha
temple. The ISKCON has faced
criticism recently for holding
the Rath Yatra festival in for-
eign countries on dates differ-
ent from those traditionally
observed in Puri.

“The ISKCON celebrating
Rath Yatra and Snan yatra
(bathing ritual) at random
times of the year and the dec-
laration of the Digha temple
as Jagannath Dham - these are
matters of great concern for ev-
ery devotee of Lord Jagannath
around the world. These are
gross violations of our sacred

for offering at various Shiva shrines on the first Monday of Shravan month

State begins survey to identify orphan children

unable to earn a livelihood. It
will cover children and adoles-
cents born on or before June 1,
2025, and below 18 years of age.

The information collected
will help ensure proper care,
protection, and future plan-
ning for the identified children
based on their needs. The cam-
paign, which began July 11, will
continue until July 21.

As per the state government’s
‘Yashoda Scheme’ guidelines,
such surveys are to be conduct-
ed every four years across Odi-
sha. Accordingly, the Women
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ral treatment or licensed vac-
cine against dengue in India.

The results of the Phase-1
and II trial has shown no safety
concerns for the one-shot vac-
cine, NIE Director Dr Manoj
Murhekar said.

“The participants enrolled
in the Phase-III trial will be
followed up for two-years. This
trial will evaluate the efficacy
of this tetravalent dengue vac-
cine,” Dr Murhekar said.

The multi-centre, dou-
ble-blind, randomised, place-
bo-controlled phase-III trial
was launched in August last
year to evaluate the jab’s effi-
cacy, safety and, long-term im-

and Child Development depart-
ment has issued Orphan Survey
Guidelines to all districts.

A standardised form has
been developed at the state lev-
el. Master trainers were trained
at the district level, who then
trained field-level trainers.

munogenicity.

The first participant in this
trial was vaccinated at the Pan-
dit Bhagwat Dayal Sharma Post
Graduate Institute of Medical
Sciences (PGIMS), Rohtak last
year.

The development of an ef-
fective vaccine is complex
due to the need to achieve
good efficacy for all four sero-
types. The dengue virus has
four serotypes, 1 to 4, with low
cross-protection against each
other, meaning individuals can
experience repeated infections,
Dr Murhekar said.

In India, all four serotypes of
dengue virus are known to cir-
culate or co-circulate in many
regions.

The Union Health Ministry
in a statement earlier had said
that the tetravalent dengue
vaccine strain (T'V003/TV005),
originally developed by the
National Institutes of Health
(NIH), USA, has shown prom-
ising results in clinical trials
in Brazil.

Panacea Biotec, one of three
Indian companies to receive the
strain, is at the most advanced
stage of development. The com-
pany has worked extensively
on these strains to develop a
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banks of the Mahanadi

scriptures and ancient tradi-
tion,” Deb said.

After objections were raised,
ISKCON in India has decided
to honour the established tradi-
tion of Lord Jagannath for per-
forming the ‘Snan Yatra’ and
Rath Yatra on the prescribed
dates by the scriptures, he said.

“But, so far as the festival
held outside India is concerned,
the untimely celebration contin-
ues. We have taken up the mat-
ter with Mayapur,” Deb said.

The ISKCON headquarters
are located at Mayapur in West
Bengal’s Nadia district. The
Governing Body Commissions
there decide on celebrations
around the world.

The Gajapati Maharaja said

, SundéyAto.coIIect water
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These trainers, in turn, orient-
ed Anganwadi workers on the
survey procedures.

The data collected by Angan-
wadi workers will be verified
by supervisors and submitted
to the District Child Protection
Unit via the Child Development
Project Officer. The details of
each child will then be upload-
ed to the ‘Aamari Sishu’ (Our
Children) portal. The Odisha
State Child Protection Society
will compile and analyse the
data to prepare a comprehen-
sive report.

clinical trial results by October

full-fledged vaccine formula-
tion and holds a process patent
for this work.

Dengue is a major public
health concern in India, rank-
ing among the top 30 countries
with the highest incidence of
the disease.

The global incidence of den-
gue has been steadily increas-
ing over the past two decades,
with more than 129 countries
reporting dengue viral disease
by the end of 2023, according to
the World Health Organisation
(WHO).

In India, approximately 75-
80 per cent of infections are
asymptomatic, yet these indi-
viduals can still transmit the
infection through the bite of
Aedes mosquitoes.

Among the 20 to 25 per cent of
cases where symptoms are clin-
ically apparent, children are at
a significantly higher risk of
hospitalisation and mortality.
In adults, the disease can esca-
late into severe conditions like
dengue hemorrhagic fever and
dengue shock syndrome.

According to the government
data, around 12,043 dengue cas-
es were reported till March this
year. In 2024, 2.3 lakh cases and
297 deaths had been recorded.

iht Srimandir rituals:

that the dialogue is on now with
ISKCON.

“We hope that ISKCON au-
thorities in Maypur take the
right decision (about celebra-
tions abroad) and they take it
quickly,” he said.

Asked if Mayapur does not
come up with a “favourable
conclusion”, Deb said, “Then
we will have to see other ways
and means on how this breach
of the Lord’s tradition can be
stopped.” About the declaration
of the Digha temple as Jagan-
nath Dham, he said it was a
breach of tradition.

“This has been declared
by the Shankaracharya of
Gobardhan Peeth, Puri, the
Shankaracharya of Joshi Math,
Badrinath, and also the Muk-
ti Mandap Pandit Sabha (the
apex religious body in Puri),”
Deb said. In May, Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi wrote
to his West Bengal counterpart
Mamata Banerjee requesting
her to reconsider using the
term ‘Jagannath Dham’ for the
new temple at Digha.

“We want both the state gov-
ernments to sort out this issue.
If that happens, it will be the
end of all controversies. And
if it does not, we have to look
for other possibilities on how

Puri king

to stop the breach of tradition,”
he said. Asked if he would sug-
gest that the Odisha govern-
ment consider copyrighting
rituals related to the 12th-cen-
tury shrine in Puri to stop re-
currence of such incidents, the
titular king said that the state
administration has already
started working on it.

“It has to be seen from a le-
gal point of view. The state will
take the opinions of experts
and take appropriate steps,”
Deb said.

The Gajapati Maharaja al-
leged that the term of previ-
ous members nominated by
the Odisha government in the
Shree Jagannath Temple Man-
aging Committee, a statutory
body, has expired September
2, 2024, and no new members
have been appointed.

Unless these 10 members are
nominated, the committee will
not have a quorum to convene
its meetings, he said and urged
the government to name new
members.

“Now that the Rath Yatra is
over, we hope the government
will make the nominations. It
is necessary in the interest of
the smooth and efficient man-
agement of the affairs of the
Puri temple,” Deb said.

Odisha drivers’ stir ends after 5 days

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 13: The
Odisha Drivers’ Mahasangha
called off its five-day-long pro-
test late Saturday night, with
drivers resuming full-scale ser-
vices across the state.

The decision came in view of
President Droupadi Murmu’s
visit and following assurances
from the state government.

Odisha Driver Mahasangha’s
state secretary Manas Debata
said, “President Droupadi Mur-
mu is visiting Odisha Monday,
and we do not want to tarnish
the state’s image during her
presence. Moreover, the Trans-
port minister has assured us
that our demands will be ful-
filled. Hence, we have decided
to call off the protest.”

President of the All Odisha
Parivahan Chalaka Sangha,
Deepak Nayak, said, “The gov-
ernment held discussions with
us regarding our demands July
8. Additionally, the State Trans-

port department assured us
through a video tweet that our
demands would be addressed.
We decided to call off the pro-
test as we are also concerned
about the President’s visit and
want it to be successful.”

It is worth noting that the
Odisha Drivers’ Mahasangha
launched a statewide ‘Quit
Steering Wheel’ protest July
8, severely affecting transport
services across the state. The
supply of petrol and LPG was
disrupted, leading to panic
over a potential fuel shortage.
However, emergency services
were allowed to operate during
the agitation.

The drivers’ association
staged the protest with a 7-point
charter of demands, which in-
cluded the construction of rest
and parking zones every 100
km, a pension scheme for driv-
ers above 60 years of age, and
withdrawal of police authori-
ty to verify truck documents,
among others.

CEE-2025 conducted smoothly across India

Bhubaneswar: The Common Entrance Examination (CEE-2025) for
admission to various teacher education programmes under the National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) was successfully
conducted nationwide Sunday. The computer-based test (CBT) was held
at 80 centres across India, including 44 in Odisha. The examination offers
admission to prestigious NCERT-run programmes—including B.A., B.Ed.,
B.Sc., B.Ed., M.Sc. Ed., B.Ed.-M.Ed., and M.A. (Educational Technology)—
offered by the Regional Institutes of Education (RIEs) in Bhubaneswar,
Ajmer, Bhopal, Mysore, Shillong, and Nellore. With more than 22,000
candidates registered, this year’s CEE marks a significant step for aspiring
teachers seeking quality education and training through NCERT institutions.

\_

BBSR
Max Temp 3300
Min Temp 25.5°
Humidity 85%
Rainfall 0.Imm

CTC FORECAST
35.2°  partly cloudy sky
° ith ibility of
255 vr‘:1|odg?astseI rlalinyt:)r
35% thundershower
1.2mm

J




Orissa

MONDAY | JULY 14, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

State

Female elephant electrocuted

POST NEWS NETWORK

Naktideula, July 13: A six-
year-old female elephant was
electrocuted late Saturday
night after coming in contact
with a solar fencing illegally
connected to a high-voltage
transmission wire at Tikilipa-
da village under Sarapali forest
beat of Naktideul forest range
in Sambalpur district.

Despite instructions to use
solar fencing only, a local farm-
er had allegedly linked the wire
to the main electricity line to
ward off elephants, leading to
the fatal accident, Forest offi-
cials said.

Following the incident, the
Forest personnel detained the
villager responsible for the il-
legal connection.

A Special Task Force (STF)
team from Bhubaneswar vis-
ited the site Sunday afternoon
and launched an inquiry.

Reports indicate that ele-
phants have been regularly
straying into Tikilipada vil-
lage over the past few days,
damaging crops and properties.
The incident occurred when a
herd of nine elephants strayed
into the village Saturday night.
With the help of Forest staff
and locals, the herd was driv-
en back towards the jungle.
While retreating through a
scrubland near a paddy field,
the female elephant came in
contact with the live wire and
was electrocuted at around

Press body submits
memorandum to (M
over scribe’s murder

Malkangiri: The District Journalist Coor-
dination Committee Sunday submitted

~a memorandum to Malkangiri SP Binod
Patil, addressed to Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi, demanding swift action
in the brutal killing of web journalist
CH Naresh. The journalists urged the
government to arrest the culprits im-
mediately, enact a Journalist Protection
Act, and provide %10 crore in ex gratia to
the victim’s family. The memorandum
came a day after Naresh, a web channel
reporter, was hacked to death by five
unidentified assailants in Muraliguda
village under Motu police limits while
on assignment. He had gone to the area
with two colleagues for news coverage
when the attackers, riding two motor-
cycles, launched a sudden assault with
sharp weapons. While his companions
managed to flee, Naresh was caught

- and brutally attacked, suffering deep
wounds to both arms, which resulted in
excessive blood loss. Locals rushed him
to the Motu Community Health Centre,
from where he was referred to the
district headquarters hospital. He died
en route. Naresh’s murder has triggered
shock and anger among the journalist
fraternity in Malkangiri and beyond.
Despite repeated calls over the years
from media bodies for a law to protect
working journalists, no such legislation
has been enacted in Odisha.

Man dies, 35 hurt as bus
overturns after collision

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jaleswar, July 13: A man was
killed and 35 others were injured
as a passenger bus overturned
after being hit by a truck on the
bypass road near Chalanti vil-
lage under this police limits in
Balasore district Sunday.

The deceased was identified as
Malaya Mohanty, 45, of Kharida
village in Bartana panchayat of
Jaleswar block. Among the in-
jured, 12 persons in critical con-
dition have been admitted to the
district headquarters hospital in
Balasore.

The mishap occurred when a
bus named ‘Geetanjali’ with 50
passengers on board was on its
way to Baripada from Bhograi
via Jaleswar.

The bus was negotiating a di-
version road when a West Ben-
gal bound truck hit it from the
rear. The bus overturned under
the impact of the collision.

On being informed, locals
rushed to the spot and rescued
the injured passengers trapped
inside the bus. Later, they
rushed the injured passengers to
GK Bhattar hospital in Jaleswar.
There the doctors administered
them primary treatment and
rushed the 12 injured persons in
ambulances to the district head-
quarters hospital in Balasore.
However, Mohanty succumbed
to his injuries near Rupsa.

The truck driver had fled
the scene after the mishap but
people caught him near the
Laxmannath toll plaza and in-
formed the police. Police seized
the truck and took the driver in
its custody. An investigation
was launched while Jaleswar
Municipality Chairman Pratap
Pradhan visited the hospital and
met the injured passengers un-
dergoing treatment.

2.30am. Redhakhol Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) Eliarasan
K confirmed the incident.

Senior Forest and Power de-
partment officials, including
Regional Chief Conservator of
Forests (RCCF) T Ashok Ku-
mar, Redhakhol DFO Eliarasan
K, Naktideul Range Officer
Ashwini Kumar Behera, and a
veterinary team visited the spot
Sunday morning.

The elephant’s post-mortem
is scheduled for Monday, the
DFO said.

Notably, this is not the first
such incident in the area. Ear-
lier, a female elephant had died
after coming into contact with
a 33 KV transmission line near
Chhatapada in the Ghosramal
forest section August 17, 2024.
Similarly, on November 18,
three elephants were electro-
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CM orders probe

Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi Sunday
ordered a high-level probe into

the death of the six-year-old
female elephant in Sambalpur
district. Expressing deep grief over
the incident, Majhi said that the
persons involved in the incident
will not be spared and strict

action will be taken against the
accused, the Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) said. On the instructions

of the Chief Minister, a team of
officers led by Chief Conservator
of Forest Manoj Nair has left
Bhubaneswar for Naktideula to
investigate the incident, it said.
Besides, senior Forest officers

and Energy department officials

of the concerned areas have
visited the spot to investigate the
incident, the statement said. The
death of the six-year-old jumbo
was reported a day after another
female wild elephant was found
dead near a crop field at Saharguda
village in Angul district. The Forest
department officials suspected that
the elephant, around 15 years old,
died due to illness.

cuted in the Ghosramal forest
section after stepping on an ille-
gally laid power trap meant for
wild boar poaching November
18, 2024.

Officials said these recurring
jumbo deaths highlight the ur-
gent need for stricter monitor-
ing and public awareness on
the dangers of illegal electri-
fication in forest fringe areas.

POLITICKLE by MANJUL
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FAULT
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Realtor held for I5-cr scam; 200 duped

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, July 13: Odisha
Police has arrested a 43-year-
old realtor in Ganjam district
for allegedly duping over %5
crore from nearly 200 people
under the pretext of allotting
residential plots, officials
said Sunday.

The accused has been identi-
fied as Chetan Kumar Choud-
hury, son of a former president
of the district Congress unit.

According to police, Chetan
of Gosaninuagaon in Berham-
pur city allegedly collected
monthly instalments from

PITIABLE CONDITION: People continue to wade through knee-deep water to attend to their work Sunday as floodwater is yet to recede from 30 villages
under seven panchayats of Baliapal block in Balasore district

Students cross reservoir to attend school

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sunabeda/Semiliguda, July
13: In the absence of a bridge,
students from several villag-
es under Charangul pancha-
yat in Semiliguda block have
been forced to risk their lives
as they have to cross the Kolab
reservoir by country boat daily
in order to reach their school.

Children from six villages
including Lenjiguda, Khalpa-
di and Gaudaguda, who study
at Jagannath Vidyapeeth and
TRW High School, have to
cross the reservoir in unsafe
country boats, a situation
fraught with danger.

Years ago, the government
had provided a motorised boat
to ferry the students. But for
the past three years, it has
remained defunct. Not only
is the boat out of service, but
it also lacks an operator, the
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students said.

This issue affects not just
the students, but the entire
local population. Residents of
these villages rely on the boat
for day-to-day needs, including
travel to hospitals, banks and
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tehsil office. While taking the
road would require a detour
of nearly 15 km, crossing the
reservoir reduces the journey
to just one kilometre.
Villagers allege that al-
though a bridge was sanc-
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tioned by the previous gov-
ernment, the project has
remained buried under bu-
reaucratic red tape.

When contacted, Charangul
panchayat sarpanch Phulmati
Pujari confirmed that funds for
the bridge had been approved
and the Rural Development
department had completed a
survey. However, she admitted
ignorance about the reason for
the delay in construction. She
also acknowledged that the
motor of the government boat
was non-functional and that
the BDO had been informed.

Local MLA Ramachandra
Kadam, when alerted to the
children’s risky commute, stat-
ed that all necessary arrange-
ments for the bridge construc-
tion had been completed. He
assured that tenders would be
floated soon and construction
work would begin by year-end.

buyers through his office staff
since August 2019 with the as-
surance to allot plots to them
in September 2021. However,
when the investors began de-
manding their promised plots
on the due date, Choudhury al-
legedly refused responsibility,
claiming the receipts issued
were fake and that he had no
knowledge of the scheme. On
Saturday, an investor lodged
a police complaint against
Choudhury.

Based on his complaint, a
criminal case was registered
against him under different
sections of BNS and an investi-

gation was launched. Another
case was also pending against
him in Bada Bazar police sta-
tion here, they said. Prelim-
inary investigation revealed
that the accused swindled
over 35 crore from around 200
people under the pretext of pro-
viding residential plots though
a detailed monthly money in-
vestment scheme, Berhampur
SP Saravana Vivek M said.

Police seized the layout plan
of the proposed plots, money
receipts, daily collection slips
and some other documents
from the possession of the ac-
cused, he said.

Missing toddler reunited
with mother in Khallikote

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khallikote, July 13: A two-
year-old girl child who had gone
missing from Balugaon railway
station was rescued
Sunday from Gurapalli
toll gate along Nation-
al Highway 16 under
Khallikote police lim-
its in Ganjam district.
The child was report-
edly abandoned by an
unidentified man who
quickly fled the scene.

The owner of a tea
stall near the toll gate
noticed the toddler wandering
alone and took her in temporar-
ily, informing the local police
shortly thereafter. Responding
promptly, Khallikote police
arrived at the toll gate around
8am and brought the child to the
station for further care.

Since her identity was un-
known at the time, Khallikote
police circulated her photograph
to nearby stations and alerted
the Childline. Acting on the
directive of Khallikote CDPO
Bijay Laxmi Padhi, Anganwa-
di supervisor Bhagyalata Sena-
pati and worker Sunita Kumari
Sabat, along with another staff
member, reached the station to
assist in the process.

While preparations were
under way to hand over the
girl to the Childline team, her
mother unexpectedly arrived
at the police station. On seeing
her mother, the child
ran joyfully into her
arms, leading to an
emotional reunion
that brought cheer to
everyone present.

The mother, Sangita
Parimanik, a resident
of the Uma Maheshwar
temple area in Baluga-
on, later recounted that
she had briefly left her
daughter on Platform No. 1 of .
the railway station while she
went to work. Upon her return,
the child was missing. After a
futile search, she lodged a com-
plaint with the railway police.

Upon seeing the photograph
shared by Khallikote police,
she immediately rushed to
the station and identified her
daughter. She expressed heart-
felt gratitude to the police for
reuniting her with her child.

Khallikote IIC Ramesh Ku-
mar Pradhan, Anganwadi su-
pervisor Bhagyalata Senapati,
worker Sunita Kumari Sabat
and other police personnel ex-
pressed happiness over the safe
return of the girl to her mother.

RSP sets multiple production records

Rourkela: The New Plate Mill (NPM) of Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP) achieved

a series of production records July 10, marking a significant milestone in its
operational history. According to RSP sources, the mill rolled 5,109 tonnes of
plates in a single day, surpassing its previous best of 5,050 tonnes recorded
December 11, 2024. This sets a new single-day plate rolling record for the NPM
since its commissioning in 2014. In addition to this feat, the NPM also set a
new record for single-day slab rolling by processing 383 slabs, exceeding the
earlier benchmark of 355 slabs. Furthermore, the mill achieved its highest-ever
shift tonnage of 1,834 tonnes during the C shift on the same day. RSP Director
In-Charge (DIC) Alok Verma, along with senior officials, visited the New Plate
Mill to congratulate the team on their outstanding performance. Speaking

on the occasion, Verma urged the collective to continue their momentum
and aim for even greater achievements in the future. He encouraged the
workforce to focus on continuous, incremental improvements, emphasising
that small, consistent efforts lead to significant success.

Gaur population on rise as Ghumusar forest turns safe haven

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhanjanagar, July 13: The
northern forest division of Ghu-
musar forest in Ganjam district
has emerged as a secure hab-
itat for wildlife, with officials
observing a notable rise in the
population of the rare Indian bi-
son or gaur. Alongside gaurs,
numbers of black panthers, el-
ephants, and spotted deer have
also shown an increase in re-
cent years.

Locals have even reported
sightings of a rare melanistic
leopard, commonly referred to
as ‘black panther’, in one of the
forest ranges. The presence of
this elusive species has gener-
ated considerable excitement.

Forest officials attribute
this positive trend to in-

creased enforcement of forest
laws, which has significantly
reduced illegal tree felling.
Since the implementation of
the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwa-
la Yojana (PMUY) scheme,
the demand for firewood has
sharply declined, contributing
further to the preservation of
forest cover. While isolated
issues of encroachment, tim-
ber theft and poaching persist
in certain forest patches, the
Ghumusar North division re-
mains largely protected. Last
year also saw a significant
drop in forest fires—an out-
come credited to heightened
public awareness campaigns.

At present, over a hundred
gaurs are believed to be roam-
ing safely within the Malati
reserve forest which forms
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the core of this division. To
support the growing popula-
tion, the Forest department

is constructing new water
bodies and rehabilitating old

ponds. Grazing grounds are
also being prepared. Watch-
towers are being planned to
monitor their movements
more effectively.

Although no official gaur
census has yet been conduct-
ed in the region, preparations
are under way to carry out one
in the near future. Notably,
gaurs are a preferred prey for
tigers. However, the absence
of resident big cats in the area
means the species faces mini-
mal predatory pressure, allow-
ing it to multiply relatively un-
disturbed. A few months ago, a
transient tiger, believed to have
entered from Maharashtra,
killed and consumed two gaurs
in an isolated incident.

Apart from Malati, gaur sight-
ings have also been reported in
Chandragiri and Ambajhari
ranges of the Ghumusar divi-
sion. Elsewhere in the state,
gaur populations are found in
the Mahanadi wildlife sanctu-

ary, Debrigarh sanctuary, and
a few other forested areas.

When contacted, Divisional
Forest Officer Himansu Sekhar
Mohanty said that all neces-
sary steps are being taken to
ensure the protection of wild-
life, particularly rare species.
“Dedicated measures are being
implemented for their safety,”
he stated.

In a related development,
Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (PCCF) Suresh Panth
is on a five-day inspection tour
of Ganjam, Kandhamal, and
Boudh districts since Friday.

Hereviewed various forestry
operations under the Berham-
pur forest division and assessed
works in the Ghumusar South
and North divisions, including
the Digapahandi range.
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Whatsoever has courage can
give courage to others just as
the flame of the candle can light
up another.

THE MOTHER
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ECI & Aadhaar

any of the acts of omission and commission by the Election
Commission of India (ECI) in the recent past have been un-
der question for their perceived bias in favour of the ruling

dispensation and against the Opposition. Its latest ongoing exercise of
conducting Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar
further strengthens the suspicion especially in the light of certain
observations of the Supreme Court hearing petitions challenging the
SIR. The most alarming is the revelation that the ECI appears to be
arrogating to itself, in the name of electoral roll revision, the task of
determining citizenship which is supposedly the exclusive preserve of
the Union Home Ministry. However, handing over this critical power
to that ministry also is a dangerous proposition. The Home Ministry
tried to undertake the job under controversial circumstances through
the infamous National Register of Citizens (NRC).

While allowing ECI to continue the SIR in Bihar, the two-judge
Bench of Justices Sudhanshu Dhulia and Joymalya Bagchi rightly
flagged three key issues, one of which being EC’s power to check the
citizenship of voters. The other two issues are the importance of due
process and procedure to be followed during the revision and the tim-
ing of the revision itself. The Bench pertinently said, “This issue goes
to the very root of democracy and the right to vote.” It acknowledged
that the EC, as a constitutional body, has powers well beyond the
Representation of People’s Act, 1951 (RPA), but at the same time made
it amply clear that the process would be subject to judicial interven-
tion. There is no room for confusion over the remit of the Ministry
of Home Affairs to determine whether an individual is a citizen, as
the SIR has sought to create. The Bench said “citizenship is an issue
to be determined not by the Election Commission of India, but by the
Ministry of Home Affairs,” when EC’s counsel defended the Commis-
sion’s decision to exclude Aadhaar as a valid document.

The EC argument that “the precondition for adult suffrage is citi-
zenship” appears tortuous. The contention is fallacious since it is not
empowered to find the answer to the question of one’s citizenship. The
Bench drove home the point with the observation that had it been
so, the SIR should have started much earlier. The ECI decision to
disenfranchise the person who is already there on the electoral roll in

2025, would compel such an individual to
appeal against it and the time-consum-
ing exercise would deny him his right
to vote in the ensuing election. The de-
cision to begin the exercise only a cou-
ple of months before the Bihar election
makes it all the more suspect, to say the
least. Justice Dhulia’s comment is a slap
in the face of the entire exercise: “If you
ask for these documents immediately,
even I will not be able to produce it now,

V 4

( Piate

~lathagata
Satpathy

look at the practicality, look at the timeline.”

The Supreme Court also, in its order, asked the EC to explain why
Aadhaar, Electoral Photo Identity Card and ration card cannot be
accepted as valid documents in the SIR process. This potentially in-
creases the ambit of the 11-document list that has caused widespread
panic and confusion on the ground.

The ECI has over the years earned international accolades for its
commendable work in including millions of voters into electoral rolls
widening the scope of democracy. The court has rightly observed that
“the entire exercise of SIR is about identity only,” none of the 11 docu-
ments currently listed are “telltale ones for citizenship” and that they
are all meant to prove identity. It also rightly went on to question why
Aadhaar, which is “considered basic for getting other documents,”
is excluded while documents prepared on the basis of Aadhaar, such
as caste certificates, are accepted. This not only exposes the inherent
inconsistency in the ECI’s position, but also the intent behind the
exercise, which is primarily aimed at excluding as many Moslem and
Yadav voters from the voter list so as Bihar elections swing in favour
of the ruling BJP and its allies.

Also, the ECI’s objection to Aadhaar, prepared at the cost of hun-
dreds of crores of rupees from the national exchequer, as merely proof
of residence rather than citizenship betrays its failure to understand
the practical realities of Bihar, as also the rest of the country. Ac-
cording to one set of data, while 87 per cent of Bihar’s population has
an Aadhaar, only 45-50 per cent are matriculates and close to just 2
per cent have passports that form part of the 11 documents listed by
the ECIL.

The ECI has indeed not covered itself with glory by enforcing SIR.
Its reputation as an autonomous, independent Constitutional body is
at stake. It needs to be seen to rise above political manipulations and
guarantee the participation of every citizen in exercising franchise
instead of disenfranchising bona fide citizens.

Funny as it may sound, the idea of Aadhaar was born during the
Congress government of UPA II. But as is usual with that party, it was
not forcibly implemented. Then comes the Modi led BJP in 2014 and
by 2017 Aadhaar was made absolutely the pivot for survival in India.
The citizen was made to run and run to link everything, including the
spiritual soul to Aadhaar. Commercial enterprises understood the
benefits and demanded Aadhaar, that held all private data of citizens,
for every little act. Again, as is usual in India, even the so-called im-
pregnable Aadhaar has been twisted and groped by elements inimical
to the ruling dispensation. Therefore, the ECI has been commanded
to deny use of Aadhaar for right to vote. If this move by the ECI is
successful then it is the death of Aadhaar.

WISDOM CORNER
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The doctor sees all the weakness of mankind; the lawyer all
the wickedness, the theologian all the stupidity.

ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER

‘ In the absence of any other proof, the thumb alone would

convince me of God's existence.

ISAAC NEWTON

“ Prayer does not change God, but it changes him who prays.

SOREN KIERKEGAARD

[l 1789: Bastille stormed by Paris mob. On this day in 1789, a mob advanced
on the Bastille in Paris, demanding the arms and munitions stored there,
but, when the guards resisted, the crowd captured the prison, an act that

symbolized the end of the ancien régime.

Il 1958: Abd al-Karim Qasim, a brigadier in the Iraqi Army staged a military
coup in Iraq, overthrowing the Hashemite monarchy. The Iraqi King Faisal
11, the Crown Prince Abd al-llah, and Prime Minister Nuri al-Said were
assassinated during the coup. Qasim took over the position of Prime
Minister, which he held until 1963. The coup also led to the dissolution of
the Arab Federation of Jordan and Iraq.

Il 1960: British ethologist Jane Goodall first arrived at what became Gombe
Stream National Park inTanzania; there she conducted her groundbreaking
research on chimpanzees.

oower Post

DK Giri

THE COUNTRIES
IN GLOBAL
SOUTH ARE
DISUNITED
DESPITE
COMMON
HISTORY AND
DESTINY

rime Minister Narendra

Modi visited five coun-

tries en route to attend

the 17th BRICS Summit
in Rio de Janeiro. These visits
broke many new grounds. The
countries he visited — Ghana,
Trinidad & Tobago, Argenti-
na, Brazil and Namibia - were
all former colonies of Britain,
Spain, Germany and Portugal.
Significantly, in the current
geopolitical scenario, whilst
America and China are flexing
their military and economic
muscles to gain influence world
over, these countries have tried
to remain independent of the
power blocs.

Strategically, Modi may be
offering a third way by inviting
these countries to ‘grow togeth-
er’ as partners and seek ‘security
through solidarity’. He said that
the power and value of a coun-
try do not manifest only through
military mind or market size but
in promoting inclusivity, cooper-
ation and trust. The reference is
obvious, that is, to America and
China. There is hardly any de-
bate on India’s commitment
to the Global South. Modi’s
visit to these countries heav-
ily reflected this. He himself
asserted that India has been
concerned about the conditions
of exploitation and discrimina-
tion of Global South. New Delhi
sought to create an equal world
where Global South has a voice
and space. Modi promised to
give a ‘new form’ to BRICS
under its leadership that is
passed on from the current
Chair, Brazil. Will he succeed
in transforming BRICS as he
did to G20? Remember, BRICS
is largely controlled by Si-
no-Russian axis.

In the absence of Chinese
and Russian Presidents, there
was quite a bit of coherence ev-
ident in the deliberations and
statements that came out of the
Rio Summit. The members were
unanimous in their reference to
the wars in Gaza and Iran. The
Indian delegation even managed
to insert a paragraph on Pahal-
gam condemning the act of ter-

SPECTRUM™ AMERICA

Abandoning

-
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Steve Pincus

OVER THE PAST
249 YEARS,

THE US WAS
ARGUABLY AT ITS
GREATEST WHEN
IT FERVENTLY
PURSUED ITS
FOUNDING
MISSION TO
GUARANTEE THE
FREE FLOW OF
PEOPLE AND
GOODS

1776, the Second Conti-

nental Congress framed,
debated, and adopted the Dec-
laration of Independence. The
document announced the cre-
ation of a new American repub-
lic and established its defining
principles: a commitment to
free trade, free immigration,
and internationalism.

The determination of Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s admin-
istration to abandon these
founding principles has be-
come starkly apparent. By do-
ing so, they risk surrendering
the key to America’s prosperi-
ty and geopolitical influence at
amoment when the world has
never appeared so unstable.

The Committee of Five -
John Adams, Thomas Jeffer-
son, Benjamin Franklin, Robert
Livingston, and Roger Sherman
—who drafted the Declaration
of Independence condemned
King George III for “cutting
off our trade with all parts of
the world.” Since George III's
accession in 1760, the British
imperial government had erect-
ed tariffs and non-tariff barri-
ers on American trade with the
French and Spanish colonies in
the Caribbean and South Amer-
ica, depriving Americans of a
vital outlet for their products
and access to hard currency.

In late June and early July

FOCUS DIPLOMACY

PAVING THE THIRD WAY

It is perfectly in order to promote economic
diplomacy and build trade partnership. But,
at the end of the day, the world order is
defined by power, in its multiple dimensions

rorism. This was not possible
in the recent SCO Conference.
Yet, substantially restructuring
BRICS is a tall order.

Modi’s first stop was Port
of Spain, capital of Trinidad &
Tobago. This was after the last
visit of an Indian Prime Min-
ister in 1999. Indian labourers
were taken to that country way
back from 1845. The current
President Christine Carla Kan-
galoo and the Prime Minister
Kamla-Prasad Bissessar owe
their ancestry to India. Modi,
as usual, addressed the Indian
Diaspora and said the story of
the Diaspora is no longer that of
struggles and suffering but now
consists of success and value.
An important MoU was signed
on Indian Pharmacopia, meant
to facilitate supply of generic
medicines from India.

The next stop was Ghana.
Modi’s visit was first by an In-
dian Prime Minister in 30 years.
Ghana is a strategic partner for
India in West Africa as it is a
member of African Union and
ECOWAS - Economic Com-
munity of West African States
comprising 15 countries. Four
MoUs were signed during the
visit in the areas of traditional
medicine and Ayurveda, BIS -
Bureau of Indian Standards and
a Ghana counterpart for trade
investment, a cultural exchange
(2025-29) and a Joint Commission
for Regular Interaction between
officials of both countries. Gha-

na was one of the first countries
to use UPI payments. New Delhi
offers to develop Ghana as a vac-
cine hub of Africa.

India would focus on Ghana
to reduce China’s dominance
in Africa. New Delhi has the
second largest number of proj-
ects in Ghana (11), and Indian
companies have invested up to
$2bn in 818 projects. Ghana has
been active in international
politics along with India from
the days of Kwame Nkrumah
and Jawahar Lal Nehru.

In Buenos Aires, the capital
of Argentina, the third stop in
Modi’s itinerary, he was re-
ceived by President Javier Mil-
ei. The discussions focused on
common themes of his entire
visit — pharmaceuticals, vac-
cines, digital technology, food
security and critical minerals.
Argentina is rich in shale gas
and oil. Both countries agreed
on critical minerals as India
offered pharmaceuticals.

Modi then flew from Ar-
gentina to Rio (Brazil) for the
BRICS Summit, the highlights
of which have been mentioned
here earlier. After the Summit,
Modi made an official visit to
the country. He was met by his
counterpart, the formidable
Left leader, President of Bra-
zil, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
popularly known as Lula. Modi
acknowledged the contribution
of Lula as the chief architect of
India-Brazil strategic partner-

ship. Both leaders agreed that
India-Brazil cooperation is an
important pillar of the world.
Both countries are members
of BRICS and IBSA. Six agree-
ments were inked which cov-
ered renewable energy, ter-
rorism, intellectual property,
agriculture, protection of clas-
sified information and defence
(on mutual trust).

The last port of call was Na-
mibia. This was first for Prime
Minister Modi and third ever
by an Indian Prime Minister.
Namibian President Netum-
bo Nandi-Ndaitwah conferred
Modi with the highest civilian
award of her country. India has
stood by Namibia’s struggle for
liberation. Its forerunner South
West African Peoples Organisa-
tion had diplomatic contact with
India in 1986. India was one of
the first countries to recognise
Namibia as it got independence
in 1990. Several MoUs were
signed with Namibia including
the Global Bi-fuel Alliance. Na-
mibia also accepted to launch
UPI digital payments.

All in all, this long trip of
five countries was an exercise
essentially in economic diplo-
macy. Modi said profoundly
that relationship should be
built through technology, trade
and trust. In this tour, Modi ar-
ticulated alternative economic
mechanisms to the developed
world of Global North. It is
perfectly in order to promote
economic diplomacy and build
trade partnership. But, at the
end of the day, the world order
is defined by power, in its mul-
tiple dimensions. The countries
in Global South are disunited
despite common history and
destiny. The big question is
how to execute their aspiration
in the current geopolitical com-
plexity. Admittedly, economic
diplomacy can be independent
of other variables in global pol-
itics. However, this is doable
and desirable as long as it lasts.

The writer is Professor
of Practice, NIIS Group of
Institutions. ©nm

the founding principles

This led Jefferson, in 1774, to
implore Britain not “to exclude
us from going to other markets.”
The following year, Franklin
called on the monarchy “to give
us the same privileges of trade as
Scotland received at the union
[of 1707], and allow us a free
commerce with all the rest of
the world.” The Declaration
echoed these sentiments:
free trade was a central tenet
of America’s founding docu-
ment, albeit accompanied by
state support for the develop-
ment of new industries.

The authors of the Declaration
also condemned George III for
his misguided restrictions on im-
migration. Well-designed states,
America’s founders believed,
should promote the movement of
people. They denounced George
I1I for endeavoring to “prevent
the population of these states”
and reversing generations of
imperial policy by “refusing to
pass” laws “to encourage ... mi-
grations hither.”

By contrast, American patri-
ots welcomed immigrants, who
brought new skills to enhance
production and immediately
proved to be good consumers.
“New settlers in America,”
Franklin maintained, cleared
farms and established villages
and towns, creating “a growing
demand for our merchandise,

to the greater employment of
our manufacturers.”
America’s founders declared
their independence from Britain
not because they wanted to turn
their backs on Europe, but be-
cause, as the opening sentence of
the Declaration says, they want-
ed to situate themselves “among
the powers of the earth.”
America’s founders sought
internationalism, not isolation
—a goal that many of their suc-
cessors shared. On 4 July, 1821,
President John Quincy Adams
—the son of one of the Declara-
tion’s framers — reflected on
the importance of America’s
founding document when he
claimed that its goal was “to
form connections of friendship
and of commerce with foreign
nations.” Adams concluded that
“never, never for amoment have
the great principles, consecrated
by the Declaration of this day,
been renounced or abandoned.”
President Abraham Lincoln
reinforced the view that the
Declaration, more than any
other founding document, out-
lines the principles of Ameri-
can government. In his first
inaugural address on 4 March,
1861, Lincoln declared that the
US government was “much
older than the Constitution.”
Later, on 4 July, 1864, Lincoln
endorsed the free movement of

people by signing into law the
Act to Encourage Immigration.
No one truly committed to
the original meaning of Amer-
ica’s constitutional document
can abandon the principles of
free trade, free immigration,
or internationalism, as framed
by Franklin and Jefferson, em-
braced by Adams and Lincoln,
and presumably celebrated
each year on the Fourth of
July. But recent developments
suggest that today’s political
leaders are doing just that.
The Trump administration’s
flurry of tariffs and trade bar-
riers, terrorization and de-
portation of immigrants, and
increasing isolationism are
more reminiscent of George
IIT’s policies than of those de-
fended by America’s founders.
Over the past 249 years, the
US was arguably at its great-
est when it fervently pursued
its founding mission to guar-
antee the free flow of people
and goods, and to build inter-
national alliances opposed
to tyrannical and autocratic
governments. As the country
approaches its semiquincen-
tennial, one fears that it is also
approaching its nadir.

The writer is Professor
of History at the University
of Chicago. ©prokct syNDICATE
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Convenient closure

Sir, This refers to “Blame it on pilot,” Orissa POST, Jul 13. The leaked
preliminary report by the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AIIB)
regarding the recent Air India flight AI 171 crash in Ahmedabad has
triggered a spectrum of reactions from the airline, aircraft manufacturer,
and a key pilots' association. While each party attempts to defend its po-
sition, the needle of suspicion appears to point towards pilot error. This
is deeply unfortunate, as no pilot survives a fatal crash to defend their
actions or provide critical explanations. It is imperative to remember that
pilots are the last line of safety and deserve fair assessment, not blame.
A crucial question arises—if the US Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) had issued a safety bulletin in 2018 regarding potential faults in
the fuel control switch locking mechanisms in certain Boeing aircraft,
what preventive steps were taken by Air India? Ignoring such adviso-
ries can lead to tragic consequences. In the aftermath of any disaster,
what matters most is an honest, transparent investigation—not scape-
goating. Only by uncovering the full chain of causality can meaningful
safety reforms be implemented. The goal must be prevention of future

.

catastrophes, not convenient closure through blame.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Nip it in the bud

Sir, At a time when the Election Commission
of India (ECI) is alleged to have become sub-
servient to the ruling dispensation, it is not a
surprise that former Chief Justices JS Khehar
and DY Chandrachud have expressed serious
concerns about the bill on simultaneous elec-
tions (ONOE) and have questioned the legisla-
tion’s entrusting of unbridled powers to ECI.
In a meeting of the JPC on ONOE, they have
come heavily on various clauses that the panel
members went over. The bill if passed without
making suitable amendments to various claus-
es found in the present recommendations of a
committee headed by former President Ram-
nath Kovind will cause heavy damage to the
democratic fabric of our nation and pave the
way for a presidential, read dictatorial form
of government.

Tharcius S. Fernando, CHENNAI
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Jharkhand's pearl farming revolution

The focus on freshwater pearl cultivation in Jharkhand leverages the state's natural water resources while providing
a sustainable livelihood option that can be scaled from small backyard operations to larger commercial ventures

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi, July 13: Jharkhand
is rapidly emerging as India's
freshwater pearl farming hub,
with the state government and
Centre implementing compre-
hensive training programmes
and infrastructure development
to transform this niche sector in-
to a major livelihood opportuni-
ty for rural youth and farmers.

The transformation gained
momentum when the Cen-
tre notified development of
Hazaribagh as the first pearl
farming cluster with 322 crore
investment under the Pradhan
Mantri Matsya Sampada Yoja-
na (PMMSY) in collaboration
with the Jharkhand govern-
ment.

What started as a pilot proj-
ect in 2019-20 under the state
plan has now evolved into a
structured ecosystem focus-
ing on skill development, with
specialised training centres
established across the state to
teach farmers the intricate art
of pearl cultivation.

Training takes root

The Purty Agrotech Training
Centre, established in Ranchi
in 2024 using corporate CSR
funds, has emerged as the nerve
centre of this training revolu-
tion. The facility has already
trained over 132 farmers from
across the state in advanced
pearl culture techniques, with
these trained farmers now cas-
cading their knowledge to oth-
ers in their respective districts,
creating a multiplier effect.

"Training is the backbone of
successful pearl farming. We
are focusing on round pearl

culture as it fetches more re-
turns compared to designer
pearls," said Budhan Singh
Purty, a mechanical engineer
from NIT Jamshedpur who
runs the training centre and
has become one of the state's
few surgical experts in round
pearl cultivation.

The training programmes
emphasise skilled surgical
grafting techniques, use of
specialised instruments, and
careful post-surgical manage-
ment -- critical factors that
determine survival rates and
quality of pearl production. This
focus on technical expertise is
crucial since culturing round
pearls demands precision to
ensure high survival rates and
quality production.

Recognising the sector's
potential, St Xavier's College,
Ranchi, has introduced cer-
tificate courses in pearl farm-
ing ranging from six months

Tree plantation targets
raise concerns in schools

Buried in plantation
targets, school teachers in
Rajasthan say govt
ordered drive
impractical’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jodhpur, July 13: Schools
in Rajasthan face an unlikely
challenge at the beginning of
the new session: teachers and
students are both tasked with
ensuring that they meet daily
and ultimately monthly targets
of an aggressive government-or-
dered plantation drive.

Under the Hariyalo Rajasthan
- Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam Mission,
the state's education minister,
Madan Dilawar, has directed
the planting of 25 crore saplings
between July 10 and August 10.

According to the order, every
student up to upper primary
classes has to plant 10 saplings
per day, while students in the
primary level have a target of
15 plants per day, and teachers
have to plant 15 saplings per day.

"Does it sound practical by
any means?" asked a principal
of a senior secondary school in
Jodhpur's suburban area.

"Plantation is the need of our
time, but such a daunting target
and pressure to achieve it does
not make any sense and affects
the routine work," she said,
adding that most schools do not
have a place for plantation at all.

This affects routine school
work and affects admissions,
given that it is harder to con-
vince parents to send their chil-
dren to school.

Besides, the schools have to
upload the entire activity, from
digging to planting the sapling,
on an app provided to the teach-
ers, according to the order.

Teachers are also concerned
about finding a spot to dig a pit,
arranging the plants, and then
ensuring that the plants survive,

all without dedicated financial
provision. The availability of
plants in such large numbers in
government nurseries is also an
area of concern.

A teacher from a senior second-
ary school in the city also ques-
tioned the order's "practicality”,
and asked where schools in urban
areas will find enough places for
such a plantation drive.

Media in-charge of Rajasthan
Shikshak Sangh (Ajmer Divi-
sion), Kalu Ram, asked whether
the teachers are supposed to run
the school and teach or be seen
running around digging pits and
planting trees. "Many important
aspects have been overlooked in
this drive, and in the absence of
judicious planning, this entire
exercise will miserably fall short
of purpose," he added.

He further expressed concern
that school staff will struggle
to convince parents, many of
whom are already disinterest-
ed in sending their children to
government schools.

Environmentalist and plan-
tation crusader Ram Niwas
Budhnagar attributed the order
to an attempt at self-praise and
said the order was a "mockery"
of environmental concern and
"exploitation" of teachers. Envi-
ronmentalist and plantation cru-
sader Ram Niwas Budhnagar at-
tributed the order to an attempt
at self-praise.

"This order is absolutely im-
practical and arbitrary, which
would derail the school's routine
function at this time," he said.

Budhnagar said the govern-
ment could instead have chosen
those who were already engaged
in plantation work, given their
expertise and access to resources.

Under the central govern-
ment's Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam
campaign, people plant trees in
the name of their mothers — a
symbolic gesture to honour their
role in nurturing life while ad-
dressing the need for environ-
mental preservation.

Hazaribagh is set to
be the first pearl
farming cluster

to one-and-a-half
years, integrating
academic research
with practical field ex-
perience.

"Pearl farming is going to be
a rising sector in Jharkhand
and provide job opportunities
to youth. The knowledge of sci-
ence along with field experience
will help develop enterprising
skills," Professor Ritesh Kumar
Shukla told PTI.

Compelling economics drive
adoption

The state's emergence as a
pearl farming hub is driven by
compelling economics -- round
pearls can be cultivated in
backyard settings using cement
tanks, buckets, or fish tanks,
and yield profits of more than
ten times the investment. The
cultivation can be done in small
spaces, making it accessible to
small farmers and youth seek-

Farmers
turning
mussels into gold
with 10x returns

ing alternative livelihoods.
The economics are straightfor-
ward: it costs ¥35-50 to nurture
one mussel for three years until
it produces a pearl, which then
sells for up to 1,000, depending
on quality. This means farmers
can expect significant returns on
relatively modest investments.

Success story: From engineer to
pearl entrepreneur

Budhan Singh Purty's jour-
ney exemplifies the sector's
potential. The 46-year-old en-

gineer has scaled up from
5,000 mussels in 2014

to 1.7 lakh mussels
currently. With an

investment of 6.5

lakh, he expects to

earn 32 lakh from
his upcoming har-
vest.

"l started pearl

farming with 5,000
mussels in a pond in nax-
al-affected West Singhbhum.
Now more farmers are encour-
aged to take up pearl farming,
helping them come back to the
mainstream," Purty said.

Using his engineering back-
ground, Purty has developed
indigenous surgical tools cost-
ing ¥3,600 to manufacture, com-
pared to imported alternatives
that cost up to 25,000. "As pearl
farming expands in the state,
there will be huge demand for
surgical tools. There is scope
to set up a unit to manufacture
surgical tools," he said.

Purty has established supply
chains with TRIFED, Tata Big-
Basket, IndiaMART, and also
supplies to Surat for export pur-
poses, demonstrating the mar-
ket potential for Jharkhand's

pearl production.

Government support and future
plans

State Fisheries Department
Director HN Dwivedi empha-
sised the huge potential to pro-
mote natural pearl farming as a
cottage industry in Jharkhand,
providing employment to youth.

"Currently, NABCONS (NA-
BARD Consultancy Services)
is conducting gap analysis and
soon the action plan to devel-
op Hazaribagh cluster will be
ready," Dwivedi said.

The state has also proposed
setting up a brood bank of Viet-
namese mussel species Hyriop-
sis Cumingii and sought funds
from the Centre under PMMSY.

The National Fisheries De-
velopment Board (NFDB) has
reported that 1.02 lakh pearls
were produced from Hazarib-
agh district alone, indicating
the sector's growing scale.

Science behind pearl production

Mussels, bivalve molluscs
found in both freshwater and
marine environments, play a
central role in freshwater pearl
production as living hosts that
secrete nacre to form pearls
over a three-year period. The
process requires careful man-
agement and monitoring to
ensure optimal conditions for
pearl formation.

As this sector continues to ex-
pand, Jharkhand is positioning
itself not just as a production
hub but as a centre of excellence
for pearl farming training and
technology development, poten-
tially transforming the econom-
ic landscape for rural communi-
ties across the state.

A collapsed portion of a bridge over the Banai river at Torpa, in Khunti district, Jharkhand, Sunday

POWER CUTS NO MORE

Hosp turns to sun for energy

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bundi, July 13: In a signifi-
cant move towards sustainable
energy and self-reliance, the
Health Department in Bundi,
Rajasthan, has taken a major
step by adopting solar power
under the government’s initia-
tive to promote renewable ener-
gy across public departments.

In what is beneficial to the
patients and staff a lot, a solar
panel system of 4.5 kilowatts
has been installed at the Bundi
District General Hospital. This
is aimed at reducing electricity
consumption and significantly
cutting down monthly electric-
ity bills.

This significant move has
come at a time when the hos-
pital has been reeling under
power outages for a long time.
The outages have been causing
operational disruptions in the
hospital.

With the new solar power
setup, the hospital is expected
to enjoy uninterrupted power
supply, ensuring a smoother ex-
perience for both patients and
healthcare staff, say officials.

Lakshmi Narayan Meena,
the in-charge of the General
Hospital, expressed his sat-
isfaction with the initiative.
Talking to IANS, Meena said,
"This solar panel will truly help
us overcome the challenges

PTI PHOTO

caused by frequent power cuts,
and it will also ease the burden
of high electricity bills. All de-
partments should adopt this
system."

He further added that such
steps by the state government
would serve as a milestone for
administrative offices and pub-
lic institutions. One of the key
benefits of this solar system is
its capacity to generate surplus
electricity. If the hospital pro-
duces more electricity than re-
quired, the excess power can be
sold back to the electricity dis-
tribution company (DISCOM).

This would provide an ad-
ditional source of income for
the department, which can be
utilised for minor operational
expenses, offering further fi-
nancial relief. He said that the
surplus power can be given to
the government, which can also
benefit from it.

“There is no fault and other
related issues in the supply of
the power generated through
solar panels, which is normal-
ly felt in a non-solar power sys-
tem,” he added.

He lauded this initiative,
saying that there are lots of
benefits from this. This tran-
sition to solar energy marks a
significant step toward making
the Bundi Health Department
more self-reliant and environ-
mentally responsible.

CROP LOANS

Over Z42,131cr given
to farmers in Rajasthan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, July 13: The Rajas-
than government has dis-
bursed over 342,131 crore in
interest-free short-term crop
loans to more than 75 lakh
farmers since the formation
of the new government.

The cooperative depart-
ment has also expanded its
network, setting up over 600
new cooperative societies
across the state by June 30,
2025, an official statement said
Saturday.

The state budget for 2025-
26 includes a provision to
distribute 25,000 crore in in-
terest-free loans to another 35
lakh farmers.

The other initiatives in-
clude medium and long-term
credit distribution, construc-
tion of 212 new warehouses,
the launch of dairy-focused
interest-free loan schemes
and a one-time interest relief
programme for cooperative
bank borrowers.

Jharkhand to take notes from Bihar for its first tiger safari

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi, July 13: The
Jharkhand government has
decided to adopt Bihar's Rajgir
model for setting up its first ti-
ger safari in Palamau to boost
tourism in the area once affect-
ed by Maoists, an official said.

The Palamau Tiger Reserve
(PTR) now has five big cats.

"It has been decided to adopt
the Rajgir model to develop a ti-
ger safari in the Palamau Tiger
Reserve. After the proposal gets
approval from the state board
of wildlife, it will be sent to the
Central Zoo Authority for its
nod," the official said.

PTR Deputy Director Prajesh
Jena said at least 150 hectare
of land is required for the tiger
safari.

Jena said they chose Rajgir
Safari as it is one of the first suc-
cessful models in the country.

"They added features, such
as a glass bridge, which have
boosted its tourism and pro-
vided a sustainable economic
growth model for the area. We
want to adopt that model," Je-
na said.

The proposal was discussed
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during a meeting, chaired by
Jharkhand Tourism Minister
Sudviya Kumar, in the pres-
ence of Finance Minister Rad-
ha Krishna Kishore, and senior
officials of the two departments
here Saturday.

The cost of the project has
been estimated at around %250
crore, it stated.

Kumar said, "This people's

government is committed
to establishing Palamu and
other tourist destinations in
Jharkhand on the national and
international map, with contin-
uous efforts being made in this
direction."

The PTR is spread over 1,129
sq km, of which 414.08 sq km
is marked as the core area
(critical tiger habitat), and the

remaining 715.85 sq km is the
buffer zone. In the buffer zone,
53 sq km is open for tourists.

"We have identified land for
the purpose at Putuagarh area
in the reserve. The safari will
be established following all
norms," Jena said.

The region has been Nax-
al-affected for many years and
backward, where hardly any

The tiger safari

will help boost the
overall economy of
the area through tourism,
and it will also generate local
employment. It is not just a
zoo safari for entertainment
but an economic develop-
ment plan

PRAJESH JENA | DEPUTY DIRECTOR, PTR

employment opportunities ex-
isted, he said.

The state government has
also decided to restore the
400-year-old Palamu fort and
prepare a separate proposal for
the beautification of Kamaldih
Lake near Palamu to further
enrich the overall tourism de-
velopment of the area.

Kumar, who is also the min-
ister of state for art, culture and
sports, also met former India
captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni
Saturday and discussed the de-
velopment of sports and tourism
in the state. Dhoni's experience
can provide a new direction and
heights to sports and tourism in
the state, he said. "The state gov-
ernment is confident about Dho-
ni ji's cooperation," he added.
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I am very
happy that
a renowned

lawyer who
fought cases in
courts against
the country’s
enemies, and by whose efforts
many terrorists and criminals
were punished, has been nomi-
nated for the Rajya Sabha

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | MAHA CM

The BJP’s
policy is to
first loot

Mumbai, then ;
make Mumbai a s B
union territory m,/.
and play game s

for a separate Vidarbha and
finish the existence of Maha-
rashtra

SANJAY RAUT | SENA (UBT) MP

We would
‘ like to know
from the EC

how many such
migrants have )
been covered un- R, 7/
der the exercise. WY

It is well known that during
the elections, a large number
of people return to their home
state to cast their votes

TEJASHWI YADAV I RID LEADER

SHORT TAKES

[ 4 killed after minibus
collides with truck

Kota (Rajasthan): Four

members of a family were

killed and 10 others injured
- when their minibus collided
with a truck from behind on
the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway
here Sunday morning, police
said. According to police, the
deceased were identified as
Geeta Soni (70), her two sons
— Anil Soni (48) and Brijesh
Soni (55) — and her son-in-
law, Suresh Soni (45). The
incident occurred around 3:30
a.m. Sunday. Around 14-15
members of a jeweller’s family
were travelling in a minibus
and returning to Karauli
after an engagement party
Saturday.

Bridge collapse:
Search ops on

Vadodara: The search
operation to trace one man still
missing in the bridge collapse
incident, in which 20 people
have lost their lives, continued
in the Mahisagar River in
Gujarat’s Vadodara district
Sunday, officials said. Efforts
are on to trace Vikram Padhiyar
(22), a resident of Narsinghpur
village in Anand district and
employee of a private company,
they said. Several vehicles
plunged into the Mahisagar
River after a segment of

the 40-year-old bridge near
Gambhira village, connecting
Anand and Vadodara districts,
collapsed Wednesday.

ED arrests two in
money-laundering case

New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) Sunday said

it has arrested two persons,

an executive director of

Sahara Group chairman's

core management team and a
long-time associate of the group
cum property broker, as part

of a money-laundering probe
against the Sahara Group and its
linked entities. The individuals
taken into custody have been
identified as Vailaparampil
Abraham and Jitendra Prasad
Verma, respectively.

Man kills son

Patna: A man allegedly

killed his six-year-old son

by throwing him on the floor
of a hotel room near Patna
railway station, police said
Sunday. The deceased has
been identified as Sunny (6),
son of Prabhakar Mahoto. The
father is absconding. “Police
received information Sunday
morning that a six-year-old
son was reportedly beaten by
his father inside a hotel room
near Patna railway station.
Police reached the spot and
took the child to the nearest
hospital where he succumbed
to injuries,” Sub-Divisional
Police Officer (SDPO) Sadar-1,
Abhinav told reporters.

‘ We have
decided to

develop these

4,000 grounds will
be developed in the
first phase

BHAGWANT MANN | PUNJAB CM

grounds. The work on
3,083 grounds is going
to start and a total of

NURSE DEATH ROW: SC
TO HEAR PLEA TODAY

The Supreme Court will hear
Monday a plea seeking a direction
to the Centre to use diplomatic
channels to save an Indian nurse,
who is likely to be executed in
Yemen July 16 for murder charges

KASHMIR LEADERS UNDER HOUSE ARREST

Omar slams ‘blatant undemocratic move’

The detentions, which
were not officially
confirmed by police or
the administration, were
widely reported by
leaders who posted videos
and pictures showing
their gates locked or
blocked by security
personnel to stop them
from going to the
Nagshband Sahib
Martyrs graveyard near
Nowhatta in the old city

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, July 13: Prominent
leaders, including from ruling
and Opposition parties, were
placed under “house arrest”
in Srinagar Sunday to prevent
them from visiting the martyrs’
graveyard to pay tributes to the
22 people killed by the Dogra
army in 1931, a move termed by
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
as “blatantly undemocratic”.
The detentions, which were
not officially confirmed by po-
lice or the administration, were
widely reported by leaders who
posted videos and pictures show-
ing their gates locked or blocked
by security personnel to stop
them from going to the Nagsh-
band Sahib Martyrs graveyard
near Nowhatta in the old city.
The Srinagar district admin-
istration had denied permission
to all applicants, including the
ruling National Conference lead-

ers, to visit the graveyard. All
roads leading to the area locat-
ed in downtown were barricaded
with a heavy presence of police
personnel Sunday.

In apost on X, the Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister likened
the July 13, 1931 incident to the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre,
saying, “the people who laid
down their lives did so against
the British... What a shame that
true heroes who fought against
British rule... are today project-
ed as villains.”

Abdullah criticised the
house detentions, and said “in
a blatantly undemocratic move,
homes have been locked from
the outside, police and central
forces deployed as jailers... All
to stop people from visiting a his-
torically important graveyard.”

The National Conference
leader said, “We may be denied
the opportunity to visit their
graves today, but we will not
forget their sacrifices”. Senior
National Conference leader and
advisor to the chief minister,
Nasir Wani, termed the deten-
tions as a “misuse” of power,
specifically highlighting what
he called a conflict between
the “nominated system” of
the central administration
and the “elected government”.
This sentiment was echoed by
others who saw the move as
an attempt to undermine the
authority of the newly elected
government.

Srinagar Police had issued a
public advisory and posted on
its handle on X Saturday that
the “District Administration
Srinagar has denied permis-
sion to all applicants intending
to proceed towards Khawaja

Bazar, Nowhatta 13th July 2025
(Sunday)”. The district magis-
trate had also rejected the rul-
ing National Conference’s plea
seeking permission for NC presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah and other
senior functionaries to visit the
graveyard.

PDP President Mehbooba
Mufti posted pictures of her
main door locked and said,
“When you lay siege to the
Martyrs’ Graveyard, lock peo-
ple in their homes... it speaks
volumes.”

She argued that a genuine end
to mistrust between Delhi and
Kashmir would only happen
when India accepts Kashmiri
“martyrs” as their own. “The
day you accept our heroes as
your own just as Kashmiris have
embraced yours, from Mahatma
Gandhi to Bhagat Singh, that
day, as Prime Minister Modi
once said, the 'dil ki doori' (dis-
tance of hearts) will truly end,”
she said in a post on X.

Deputy Chief Minister Su-
rinder Chaudhary, who was in
Jammu, said that his official
residence in Kashmir was also
locked by the administration.

July 13 used to be a public

EC activates field machinery
for pan-India voter review

The move comes after
the Supreme Court last
week called the SIR a
“constitutional
mandate” and
permitted the poll
panel to continue with
the exercise in Bihar
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New Delhi, July 13: The Elec-
tion Commission has activated
its poll machinery across states
for a possible roll out of pan-In-
dia special intensive revision
(SIR) next month just like the
one being carried out in Bihar.

The move comes after the
Supreme Court last week called
the SIR a “constitutional man-
date” and permitted the poll
panel to continue with the ex-
ercise in Bihar.

Several Opposition parties
and others had moved the top

court challenging the intensive
revision, saying it will deprive
eligible citizens of their right
to vote. Some of the state chief
electoral officers have started
putting out voters' list pub-
lished after the last SIR held
in their states. The website of
Delhi CEO has the 2008 voters'
list when the last intensive re-
vision took place in the nation-
al capital. In Uttarakhand, the
last SIR took place in 2006 and
that year's electoral roll is now
on the state CEO website.

The last SIR in states will
serve as cut off dates as 2003
voters list of Bihar is being
used by EC for intensive revi-
sion. Most of the states carried
out the revision of electoral
rolls between 2002 and 2004.

The poll authority will take
a final call on nationwide exer-
cise after July 28 when the Bi-
har SIR case will come up again
for hearing in the top court, an
official suggested. The Election
Commission announced that it
will eventually carry out an in-
tensive review of electoral rolls
across India to remove foreign
illegal migrants by checking
their place of birth.

Bihar is going to polls this
year while assembly polls in
these five other states -- Assam,
Kerala, Puducherry, Tamil Na-
du and West Bengal -- are sched-
uled in 2026. The move assumes
significance in the wake of a
crackdown in various states
on illegal foreign migrants, in-
cluding from Bangladesh and
Myanmar.

holiday in Jammu and Kash-
mir before the reorganisation
of the erstwhile state into
two Union territories in Au-
gust 2019. The administration
dropped the day from the list of
gazetted holidays in 2020.

On the day, mainstream po-
litical leaders used to visit the
“martyrs’ graveyard” to pay
homage to the Kashmiris who
fell to the bullets of the forces
during a protest against the
then Dogra ruler, Maharaja Hari
Singh, in 1931.

Leader of Opposition in J&K
Assembly Sunil Sharma dubbed
the slain protesters as “traitors”
and said the ruling party is try-
ing to indulge in “provocative
politics” and revive a separat-
ist sentiment which was long
buried following abrogation of
Article 370 in 2019.

Panun Kashmir and All State
Kashmiri Pandit Conference
held separate programmes in
Jammu to protest “communal
attacks” faced by the communi-
ty in 1931. Jammu and Kashmir
Apni Party chief Altaf Bukhari
said he has been confined to his
home, with police reportedly
locking his party's headquar-
ters to prevent a planned prayer
event. He described the actions
as “clear and blatant examples
of highhandedness and author-
itarian behaviour.”

CPM leader and MLA M Y
Tarigami posted on X that his
gate has been locked and he has
been placed under house arrest
and denied the right to pay hom-
age to the July 13 martyrs.

Peoples Conference president
Sajad Gani Lone also claimed
that he has been stopped from
leaving his residence.

fire in Tiruvallur, Tamil Nadu

— -
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Rural health officer
shot dead in Patna

Patna: A 50-year-old rural health officer was shot dead in Patna’s
Pipra locality, officials said Sunday. The deceased has been identified
as Surendra Kumar. The incident took place at Sheikhpura village
Saturday night when Kumar was working in a field, they said.
According to villagers, they heard gunshots from the field, and when
they went there, the officer was found lying unconscious with bullet
injuries, Sub-Divisional Police Officer (SDP0-2) Masaurhi, Kanhaiya
Singh, told reporters. Kumar, reportedly associated with BJP, was
taken to a nearby hospital where he succumbed to injuries during
treatment, Singh said. The body has been sent for post-mortem
examination, he said, adding, further probe is underway. The incident
comes close on the heels of a spate of murders that have rocked the

state capital in the last one week.

treatment, the police said.

a family tree to trace close contacts.

4 devotees killed as car
rams into tractor-trolley

Kushinagar (UP): Four devotees, returning from Baba Dham and
Thawen after offering prayers, were killed when the car they were in
collided with a tractor-trolley in the Pateharwa Police Station area
of the Kushinagar district, officials said Sunday. All the devotees in
the car were residents of Siddharthnagar district, returning after
visiting the Thawe Durga Temple located in Gopalganj, Bihar Sunday
morning. The deceased were identified as Manoj Kumar (village
head, Phulpur), Sujit Jaiswal (village development officer, Mithwal
block), Ramkaran Gupta (kanungo, Shohratgarh) and Kailash

Mani Tripathi (teacher, Nagar Palika Parishad Siddharthnagar),

all residents of Siddharthnagar district. Two other individuals,
Rajesh Sharma (the driver) and Sushant Sharma, also residents

of Siddharthnagar, sustained injuries and are currently receiving

Second suspected Nipah death in Kerala

Palakkad (Kerala): A 57-year-old man from Palakkad district in Kerala,
who died July 12, is suspected to have been infected with the Nipah virus,
prompting the government to ramp up contact tracing and field-level
surveillance in the area. The man had been undergoing treatment at a
private hospital in this northern district. His samples were tested at Manjeri
Medical College, where the result came back positive for Nipah, Health
Minister Veena George said in a statement. She added that the government
is awaiting confirmation from the National Institute of Virology in Pune.
This is the second Nipah-related death reported in Kerala in recent days. A
native of Malappuram had recently died from the infection, while another
patient from Palakkad district remains hospitalised. In response to the fresh
suspected case, the government has ramped up contact tracing and field-
level surveillance in the area. A list of 46 people who came into contact with
the patient has been drawn up. CCTV footage and mobile tower location
data have been used to help identify those on the contact list. A detailed
route map of the patient's recent movements has been prepared, along with

PTI PHOTO

INDIANS TAKING TOO MUCH SALT: ICMR

While the World Health Organisation (WHO) recommends less than 5 grams of salt per person per day, studies show that urban Indians
consume around 9.2 grams/day, and even in rural areas it is around 5.6 grams/day - both higher than recommended
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New Delhi, July 13: Exces-
sive salt consumption is fuel-
ling a silent epidemic in India
with people at increased risk
of hypertension, stroke, heart
disease, and kidney disorders,
according to scientists from
ICMR’s National Institute of
Epidemiology.

The scientists have initiated
a community-led salt reduction
study to address the issue and
are focusing on low sodium salt
substitutes.

While the World Health
Organisation (WHO) recom-
mends less than 5 grams of
salt per person per day, stud-
ies show that urban Indians
consume around 9.2 grams/
day, and even in rural areas it
is around 5.6 grams/day - both
higher than recommended.

One promising tool in this
effort is low-sodium salt sub-
stitutes -- ?blends where part

of the sodium chloride is
replaced with potassium or
magnesium salts, Dr Sharan
Murali, a senior scientist at
National Institute of Epide-
miology (NIE) and principal
investigator of the study, said.

“Lesser sodium consumption
helps reduce blood pressure and
improves overall heart health,
making low-sodium alternatives
ameaningful switch, especially

- A

for those with hypertension,”
Dr Murali stated.

“Just switching to low-so-
dium salt can lower blood
pressure by 7/4 mmHg on av-
erage'?a small change with a
big impact,” Dr Murali said. To
tackle the issue of high salt con-
sumption, the NIE has launched
a three-year intervention proj-
ect in Punjab and Telangana,
supported by the Indian Coun-

cil of Medical Research (ICMR).

The goal is to evaluate the ef-
fectiveness of structured salt re-
duction counselling, delivered
by health workers at Health
and Wellness Centres (HWCs),
in reducing blood pressure and
sodium intake among individ-
uals with hypertension, senior
scientist at NIE, Dr Ganesh Ku-
mar, who is also a part of the
study, said.

“We are currently in the first
year of the project, focused on
baseline assessments and field
preparations,” Dr Kumar said.
“Counselling materials are not
yet finalised; rather, we aim
to co-create the intervention
package with the community
health workers, drawing on
their experiences and incor-
porating their suggestions. It's
not just about delivering health
education - ?it’s about listening,
understanding, and building to-
gether,” Dr Murali said.

To ensure interventions are

grounded in reality, the NIE
conducted a market survey
across 300 retail outlets in
Chennai to assess the availabil-
ity and pricing of low-sodium
salt (LSS).

They found that LSS was
available in only 28 per cent of
retail outlets. It was seen in 52
per cent of supermarkets, but a
dismal 4 per cent in small gro-
cery shops. The price of LSS
averaged 5.6 per 100g, more
than twice the price of normal
iodised salt (Rs 2.7 per 100g).

To spark a public conversa-
tion around salt reduction, the
NIE has also recently launched
the #PinchForAChange cam-
paign on Twitter and Linke-
dIn through ICMR-NIE. Using
infographics, facts, and sim-
ple messages, the campaign
aims to raise awareness about
hidden salt sources, promote
low-sodium alternatives, and
empower individuals to make
heart-healthy choices.

Shiv Sena (UBT) workers
thrash auto driver over
‘anti-Marathi’ remarks
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Palghar, July 13: A video
showing an autorickshaw driv-
er being beaten up allegedly by
Shiv Sena (UBT) workers in Vi-
rar in Maharashtra’s Palghar
district for ‘anti-Marathi’ re-
marks has gone viral on social
media, further fuelling contro-
versy over the language issue
in the state.

Police Sunday said they have
seen the video but not received
any formal complaint in the
matter so far, hence no case
has been registered as of now.

A local functionary of the Ud-
dhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
(UBT) claimed the autorick-
shaw driver was taught a be-
fitting lesson and asserted that
anyone insulting the Marathi
language and the state will be
given a reply in the “true Shiv
Sena style”. The autorickshaw
driver, originally from Uttar
Pradesh, had allegedly made
derogatory remarks against
the Marathi language, Maha-
rashtra and Marathi icons. Its
clip had also earlier surfaced
on social media, drawing sharp
reactions online and from local
political groups.

Sources said the driver's an-
ti-Marathi rant was triggered
by an argument with a scooter
rider with regards to overtaking
four days ago. When the scooter
rider insisted that he speak in
Marathi, the autorickshaw driv-
er refused claiming he would
only speak in Hindi or Bhojpu-
ri. The video clip was recorded
by bystanders, they added. In the
new video of the confrontation
which took place Saturday, the
auto-rickshaw driver is seen be-
ing slapped allegedly by a group
of Shiv Sena (UBT) workers, in-
cluding women, on a busy road
near Virar railway station. He is
then made to publicly apologise
to a man and his sister, with
whom he allegedly misbehaved
earlier, as well as to the state for
"insulting" it and its linguistic
and cultural heritage.

Shiv Sena (UBT) Virar city
chief Uday Jadhav, who was
present at the scene, later
justified the action.

"If anyone dares to insult the
Marathi language, Maharash-
tra, or Marathi people, they will
get a reply in the true Shiv Se-
na style. We will not sit silent,"
Jadhav told reporters.
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details. He will just =t
give a reaction
based on some

feedback that his advisers give
him. He doesn’t go personally into
details. Actually, post Covid, espe-
cially if I can say, employment rate
has increased like anything, EPFO
numbers itself show that

PRALHAD JOSHI I UNION MINISTER
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to attract millions of tourists from
around the world

MANIK SAHA | TRIPURA CM

We are not
‘ just grooming
youth on

talent platforms
but preparing them
for leadership,
innovation, and
enterprise

PEMA KHANDU I ARUNACHAL CM

SHORT TAKES

[ Cong to hold strategy
meet tomorrow

New Delhi: Congress
Parliamentary Party
chairperson Sonia Gandhi has
convened a meeting of top
party leaders July 15 to finalise

- strategy for the upcoming
Monsoon session of Parliament,
which is expected to be stormy
with the Opposition raring to
raise several issues like EC's
special intensive revision in
Bihar and Operation Sindoor.
Sources said the Parliamentary
strategy group meeting would
be attended by the Leaders of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha and
Lok Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge
and Rahul Gandhi, besides the
deputy leaders in both houses
and the chief whips and whips
of the party.

M Himachal: 3 tourists
rescued from jungle

Shimla: Three tourists from
Punjab and a local resident
were rescued from a dense
forest in Himachal Pradesh's
Mandi during a joint late-night
operation conducted by Mandi
Police and the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF), officials
said Sunday. According to
reports, the incident occurred
Saturday night when the
tourists and the local resident
from Dharampur set out on
foot along a narrow trail after
the main road was blocked.
While following a group of local
residents, the four strayed off
the path and were soon left
behind, eventually getting lost
in the thick forest.

M Vijay slams DMK

Chennai: Founder-chief of
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam,
actor-politician Vijay Sunday
slammed the DMK regime
over “custodial deaths” and
alleged the “empty, publicity-
model DMK sarkar has now got
transformed into a sorry model
sarkar.” Addressing TVK’s
protest rally here, seeking
justice for the death of alleged
custodial torture victim Ajith
Kumar of Sivaganga district,
Vijay said the victim hailed
from an ordinary family and
Chief Minister M K Stalin
apologised to the Kumar’s
family and it is appropriate.
This is the first time Vijay has
led a protest demonstration
and TVK cadres from several
parts of the state gathered.

M Painter’s body found

Lucknow: The body of a
45-year-old man, who went
missing after he fell into a
drain along a waterlogged road
in Lucknow, was recovered
Sunday morning, a local
corporator said. Suresh Lodhi,
who worked as a painter, had
allegedly slipped into a drain

in Mallahi Tola-1 ward during
incessant rains Saturday
morning. The old drain is said
to have been broken at some
portions, which were concealed

by waterlogging in the area. = —
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We have made
arule that if
licences for liquor
shops in the state

are to be granted, it
should not be done
without taking the
legislature into

” AJIT PAWAR I MAHA DY CM

RAIN LASHES DELHI,
IMD ISSUES RED ALERT

Parts of the city were lashed by
rain Sunday evening, bringing
relief from the humid weather.
The weather department has
issued a red alert for more
showers over the next few
hours and throughout Monday

Ex-FS Shringla, lawyer Nikam Sibal slams EC, calls
among four nominated to RS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 13: For-
mer foreign secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla, Special
Public Prosecutor in the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks case
Ujjwal Nikam, Kerala BJP
leader C Sadanandan Master
and Delhi-based historian
Meenakshi Jain have been
nominated to the Rajya Sabha.

In a notification issued late
Saturday night, the Union
Home Ministry said the
President has nominated the
four to the Rajya Sabha.

“In exercise of the powers
conferred by sub-clause (a) of
clause (1) of article 80 of the
Constitution of India, read
with clause (3) of that article,
the President is pleased to
nominate to the Council of
States the following persons to
fill the vacancies caused due
to retirement of nominated
members:- Shri Ujjwal Deorao
Nikam, Shri C Sadanandan Mas-
ter, Shri Harsh Vardhan Shrin-
gla and Dr Meenakshi Jain,”
the notification said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi welcomed the nomina-
tions. Lauding Nikam's devo-
tion to the legal field and to the
Constitution as “exemplary”,
the Prime Minister said he
has not only been a success-

Internet, SMS
services suspended
in Nuh for 24 hours

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gurugram, July 13: Authori-
ties have imposed multiple restric-
tions and heightened security in
Haryana's Nuh district to ensure
the peaceful conduct of the Brij
Mandal Jalabhishek Yatra sched-
uled for Monday, officials said.
District Magistrate Vishram
Kumar Meena Sunday issued
an order under Section 163 of
the Indian Civil Security Code,
2023, banning the carrying
of all weapons, including li-
censed arms, firearms, swords,
sticks, tridents, rods, knives and
chains. Only the sheathed Kkir-
pan, worn as a religious symbol
by members of the Sikh commu-
nity, has been exempted. The use
of DJs, loudspeakers or sound-am-
plifying devices with content that
isreligiously provocative or hurts
the sentiments of any community
will also be strictly prohibited
during the yatra, the order read.

"

ful lawyer but also been at the
forefront of seeking justice in
important cases.

“During his entire legal ca-
reer, he has always worked
to strengthen Constitutional
values and ensure common
citizens are always treated
with dignity. It’s gladdening
that the President of India has
nominated him to the Rajya
Sabha. My best wishes for his
Parliamentary innings,” Modi
said on X. Nikam is a renowned
lawyer and had served as a gov-
ernment counsel in the Mum-
bai terror attacks case.

The BJP had fielded him as
party candidate for the 2024
Lok Sabha elections from the
Mumbai North Central seat.
Lauding Shringla's work as a
diplomat, the prime minister
said his unique perspectives
will greatly enrich Parliamen-
tary proceedings.

“Over the years, he’s made
key contributions to India’s for-
eign policy and also contribut-
ed to our G20 Presidency. Glad
that he’s been nominated to the
Rajya Sabha by President of
India. His unique perspectives
will greatly enrich Parliamen-
tary proceedings,” Modi said.
Shringla had served as India's
Ambassador to the United
States and Thailand and as high
commissioner to Bangladesh.

Visitors at Chitrakote Waterfalls during monsoon season, in Bastar district, Chhattisgarh

A 1984 batch Indian Foreign
Service officer, Shringla had al-
so served as Chief Coordinator
for India's G20 Presidency in
2023. The Prime Minister said
it was a matter of immense joy
that Jain has been nominated
to the Rajya Sabha.

“It’s a matter of immense joy
that Dr. Meenakshi Jain Ji has
been nominated to the Rajya
Sabha by Rashtrapati Ji. She
has distinguished herself as a
scholar, researcher and histo-
rian. Her work in the fields of
education, literature, history
and political science have en-
riched academic discourse sig-
nificantly. Best wishes for her
Parliamentary tenure,” he said.

Jain, who served as a lectur-
er at Delhi University's Gargi
college, has been honoured
with the Padma Shri.

She has authored several
books on Indian history, the
country's civilisation and indig-
enous education and languages
during British rule.

Modi said Sadanandan
Master's life is the epitome
of courage and refusal to bow
to injustice. “Violence and
intimidation couldn't deter
his spirit towards national
development. His efforts as
a teacher and social worker
are also commendable. He is
extremely passionate towards
youth empowerment. Congrat-
ulations to him for being nom-
inated to the Rajya Sabha by
Rahstrapati Ji. Best wishes
for his role as MP,” he said.

Master, a former teacher,
was a BJP candidate in the
2016 and 2021 Assembly elec-
tions in Kannur district in
Kerala. Both of his legs were
chopped off in 1994 by his rivals
allegedly after he changed his
political allegiance. The Presi-
dent nominates 12 people to the
Rajya Sabha, who are people of
eminence in various fields.
Four seats were vacant.

it Modi’s ‘puppet’
D

s §
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New Delhi, July 13: The
Election Commission has al-
ways been a “puppet” in the
hands of the Modi government,
Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal
has alleged and claimed the poll
body’s Special Intensive Revision
of electoral rolls in Bihar is an
“unconstitutional” move aimed
at ensuring that majoritarian
governments remain in power.

In an interview with PTI,
Sibal also alleged that each
election commissioner sur-
passes the previous one in his
“alignment to this government”.

Hitting out at the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar,
the former law minister said
the Election Commission (EC)
doesn't have the jurisdiction to
decide issues of citizenship.

The EC has all along
maintained that the revision,
being held after 22 years, will
cleanse the voters'list of inel-
igible people, duplicate entries
and include those eligible as
per law to vote.

Asked about the Opposition's
attack on the EC over SIR, Sibal
said, “It has always been a puppet
in the hands of the government
for alonglong time ever since this
government came to power.”

The conduct of the Election
Commission, the less said about
it, the better, he said. “In fact,
each election commissioner
surpasses the previous one in
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his alignment to this govern-
ment,” Sibal said.

On the ongoing SIR, he said,
"This is according to me a com-
pletely unconstitutional pro-
cess that is being carried on.
The Commission doesn't have
the jurisdiction to decide issues
of citizenship and that also by a
block level officer."

"I have been saying that they
(BJP) adopt all possible means
to somehow win elections.
In fact, this whole particular
process of a special intensive
revision is a process to ensure
majoritarian governments for
all times to come," the senior
advocate said.

"This is the intent because
if you delete the names of poor
people, the marginalised, the
adivasis, you will ensure that
the majoritarian party always
wins. So this is yet another
way of ensuring that and this
is very worrisome," he said in
a statement.

Sibal said he has always stat-
ed that he doesn't believe in the
independence of the EC at all
because the institution has not
reflected that independence
that was expected of them.

On the Supreme Court's inter-
im order, Sibal refused to com-
ment on it, pointing out that he
is a counsel in the matter.

"Whatever the court has said
will be taken into account hope-
fully by the EC itself. So that
we don't have this controversy
moving forward," he said.

Rajnath: Brahmos
was instrumental
in Operation Sindoor
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Lucknow, July 13: Defence
Minister Rajnath  Singh
Sunday said that the Brahmos
missile proved instrumen-
tal in Operation Sindoor and
since then, more than a dozen
countries have expressed
interest in it.

Singh said this at an event in
Lucknow where he unveiled a
statue of former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Chandra Bha-
nu Gupta at the National PG
College and released a postage
stamp in tribute to him.

"Just a few days ago, I inau-
gurated a Brahmos airspace
integration and testing facili-
ty in Lucknow. You must have
seen that in Operation Sindoor,
Brahmos missile has done a
miraculous job and not only
this, after the miracle shown
by Brahmos missile, about 14-
15 countries of the world have
demanded Brahmos missile
from India," Singh said.

"Brahmos missile will now
be exported from Lucknow as
well. I believe that this facili-
ty will strengthen our coun-
try's self-reliance in the de-
fence sector, and at the same
time, it will also create employ-
ment. My effort is that more
industries should also come
here so that, along with Luc-
know, the state also develops
rapidly," he said.

The minister claimed that
UP was attracting more and
more industries on the back
of strong law and order and
infrastructural robustness.

"Historical changes are tak-
ing place in infrastructure.
Expressway, airport, metro,
medical college, all these are
presenting a new picture of
development," he said.

Singh, who is the Lok Sabha
MP from Lucknow, also show-
ered praise on Chandra Bhanu
Gupta, who served as the chief
minister of Uttar Pradesh for
three terms.

SIT formed to probe lIM-Calcutta ‘rape’
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Kolkata, July 13: Police
have constituted a nine-mem-
ber special investigation team
(SIT) to probe into the alleged
rape of a woman by a stu-
dent at the Indian Institute of
Management-Calcutta, officials
said Saturday.

The team is led by an
assistant commissioner from
the South West Division, they
said. The alleged incident
took place inside the boys’ hos-
tel of IIM-Calcutta Friday, a po-
lice officer had said.

The accused student was ar-
rested Saturday on the basis of
an FIR lodged by the woman, he
said. A court here has remand-
ed the student to police custody
till July 19. Key focus areas of
the investigation include se-
curing digital and forensic ev-
idence, the officials said.

Forensic teams have already
visited the spot and collected
samples, including food re-
mains and other items, for lab-

oratory examination, they said.

CCTYV camera footage of the
entire campus has also been
sought from the IIM authorities
as part of the probe, they said.

The woman’s father, how-
ever, has claimed that the re-
ported incident did not take
place. “I received a call from
my daughter around 9.40 pm
Friday. She told me she had
fallen from a vehicle, lost con-
sciousness and suffered inju-
ries. Later, I came to know she
was admitted to SSKM Hospi-
tal. Nothing of the sort that the
police are claiming happened,
based on the details I received
from my daughter,” he had told
reporters Saturday.

Farewells aboard ISS as Shus, end 18-day mission

The Axiom 4 (Ax-4) crew—Commander Peggy
Whitson, Pilot Shubhanshu “Shux” Shukla, and Mission
Specialists Slawosz “Suave” Uznanski-Wisniewski and

Tibor Kapu—are nearing the completion of their
research and preparing to undock no earlier than
at 7:05 am ET (4:35 pm IST) Monday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 13: After 18
days of intense science exper-
iments at the International
Space Station, it is time for fare-
wells and feasts for Shubhanshu
Shukla and three other astro-
nauts of the Axiom-4 mission
who are set to begin their return
journey to Earth Monday.

The Axiom 4 (Ax-4) crew—
Commander Peggy Whitson,
Pilot Shubhanshu “Shux”
Shukla, and Mission Special-
ists Slawosz “Suave” Uznans-
ki-Wisniewski and Tibor Ka-

pu—are nearing the completion
of their research and preparing
to undock no earlier than at 7:05
am ET (4:35 pm IST) Monday.

“Arrival back to earth....
splash down scheduled for
15th July at 3:00 PM IST,” Sci-
ence and Technology Minister
Jitendra Singh said in a post
on X. A formal farewell for the
Axiom-4 crew is scheduled for
Sunday evening, India time. As
the Axiom-4 mission drew to a
close, astronauts on board the
ISS gathered for a feast with a
diverse menu from the six na-
tions they represent.

Currently, there are 11 astro-
nauts on the ISS, seven of Expe-
dition 73 and four of the Axiom-4
commercial mission. “One of
the most unforgettable evenings
I've experienced on this mission
was sharing a meal with new
friends, Ax-4, aboard the In-
ternational @Space_Station,”
US astronaut Jonny Kim said
in a post on X last week. “We

swapped stories and marvelled
at how people from diverse
backgrounds and nations came
together to represent humanity
in space,” he said.

For appetisers, the astro-
nauts made rehydrated shrimp
cocktails and crackers and the
main course featured savoury
chicken and beef fajitas. The
cosmonauts capped the night

with a delicious cake made
from sweet bread, condensed
milk, and walnuts, Kim said.

Shukla had got aam ras and
carrot halwa for the feast, while
Polish astronaut Slawosz had
brought his native dish, pierogi
with cabbage and mushrooms,
to the ISS.

It has been a historic trip for
Shukla, who became the first
Indian to travel to the ISS and
only the second to travel to
space after Rakesh Sharma's
pathbreaking spaceflight as
part of the then Soviet Rus-
sia's mission to Salyut-7 space
station in 1984.

So far, Shukla has spent 18
days in space, witnessing 16
sunrises and sunsets every day
as the ISS travels at a speed of
28,000 km per hour in an orbit
about 400 km above the Earth.

According to ISRO, post
splashdown, Shukla will under-
go arehabilitation programme

(about 7 days) under the su-
pervision of a flight surgeon to
adapt back to Earth's gravity.

ISRO paid approximately Rs
550 crore for Shukla's travel
to the ISS, an experience that
will help the space agency in
the planning and execution
of its human spaceflight pro-
gramme, Gaganyaan, set to
take to orbit in 2027.

Shukla and the three other
astronauts are expected to
board the spacecraft at 2.25 pm
IST, wear their space suits and
carry out the necessary tests
before they begin their jour-
ney to the Earth.

The ISS is orbiting the Earth
at a speed of 28,000 km per
hour, and the Dragon space-
craft will initiate the auton-
omous undocking process
to gradually slow down and
re-enter the planet's atmo-
sphere for a splashdown off
the coast of California.
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30 killed in Israeli strikes as

We deal with -
each other in
a calm and
consistent manner,
and we want to
continue to pursue
our national
interests, and it is in our interest to
have good relations with China.

ANTHONY ALBANESE I AUSTRALIAN PRIME

MINISTER
| !|

It is more
than ever
up to the

commission to
assert the union’s
determination to
defend European
interests resolutely

EMMANUEL MACRON I FRENCH PRESIDENT

The EU now
‘ must, in the
time that

remains, negotiate
in a pragmatic
manner a solution
with the United
States

KATHERINA REICHE |
GERMANY’S ECONOMY MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

I Pak troupe stages
Ramayana version

Karachi: A Pakistani drama
group is making waves by
staging an adaptation of
the “Ramayana”, a powerful
legend of good versus evil
deeply rooted in Hindu
mythology, in Karachi city of
Pakistan's Sindh province.
Drama group “Mauj”,
staging the “Ramayana”

at the Karachi Arts Council
over the weekend, has

won appreciation for

their efforts to bring the
epic to life by using Al
enhancements. Director
Yoheshwar Karera said he
never felt that staging the
“Ramayana” would lead

to people disliking him or
facing any threats. “To me,
bringing the Ramayana to
life on stage is a visual treat
and shows the Pakistani
society is more tolerant
than it is often given credit
for,” he said. Karera said
the drama had been well
received, with many critics
appreciating the efforts

put into the production and
the actors' performance.
Producer Rana Kazmi, who
plays the part of Sita, said
she was intrigued by the
idea of bringing the ancient
tale as a living, breathing
experience for audiences.

¥ 7 held for B’desh
trader’s lynching

Dhaka: At least seven
people have been arrested
so far, and a nationwide
combing operation was
launched in Bangladesh
Sunday in connection with
the killing of a scrap trader
here, Home Affairs Adviser
Lieutenant General (retd)
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury
said. Chowdhury said the
operation was launched

to maintain law and order
and ensure pre-election
stability following the
gruesome murder of Lal
Chand alias Sohag near
Mitford Hospital on July 9,
Prothom Alo reported. "The
murder that took place

in Mitford, the capital,

is extremely tragic and
barbaric. Such incidents
have no place in a civilised
society,” he said, adding
that the Detective Branch
(DB) of police arrested two
more accused in the case
Saturday night. He said
the intelligence agencies
were working tirelessly to
arrest the other accused
and that none would be
spared, irrespective of
their political identity.
“The government believes
criminals are criminals.

No criminal will be spared
regardless of their political
affiliation. No criminal

will get shelter,” he said.
Chowdhury said steps had
been taken to shift the
Mitford murder case to the
Speedy Trial Tribunal.
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Deir al-Balah, July 13: Israeli
strikes in the Gaza Strip killed at
least 30 people on Sunday, includ-
ing six children at a water collec-
tion point, local health officials
said, despite attempts by medi-
ators to bring about a ceasefire.

Israel and Hamas appeared
no closer to a breakthrough
in talks meant to pause the
21-month war and free some
Israeli hostages. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
was in Washington last week
to discuss the deal with the
Trump administration, but a
new sticking point has emerged
over the deployment of Israeli
troops during the truce, raising
questions over the feasibility of
anew deal.

Israel says it will only end the
war once Hamas surrenders, dis-
arms and goes into exile, some-
thing it refuses to do. Hamas
says it is willing to free all the
remaining 50 hostages, less than
half said to be alive, in exchange
for an end to the war and the full
withdrawal of Israeli forces.

Gaza's Health Ministry said
Sunday that more than 58,000
people have been Killed in the

Over 70 held at UK
protests in support
of Palestine Action

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, July 13: More than 70
people were arrested Saturday
at protests in the UK against
the Palestine Action group
being proscribed a terrorist
organisation by the British
government following a break-
in and vandalism at a Royal Air
Force base.

In London, the Metropolitan
Police said 42 people had been
arrested by late afternoon. All
but one of the arrests were
for showing support for a pro-
scribed organisation, which
police have said includes chant-
ing, wearing clothing or display-
ing articles such as flags, signs
or logos. Another person was
arrested for common assault.

A further 16 arrests were
made in Manchester, according
to Greater Manchester Police,
while South Wales Police said 13
people were also held in Cardiff.

In London, it was the second
straight week protesters gath-
ered to support the pro-Palestin-
ian activist group. Its outlawing
has meant support for the organ-
isation is deemed a criminal of-
fense. Police arrested 29 people
at a similar protest last weekend.

Two groups gathered un-
derneath both the statues of
Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson
Mandela, in Parliament Square.

Signs with the wording “I op-
pose genocide, I support Pales-
tine Action,” were held aloft in
silence as the protesters were
surrounded by police officers
and members of the media.

Some demonstrators could
be seen lying on top of each
other on the ground as police
searched their bags and took
away signs.

war. The ministry doesn't dif-
ferentiate between civilians
and combatants in its count
but says more than half of the
dead are women and children.
In the Oct 7, 2023, attack that
sparked the war, Hamas-led
militants killed some 1,200 peo-
ple and abducted 251 in a raid
on northern Israel.
Throughout the war in Gaza,
violence has also surged in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank,
where funerals were held Sun-
day for two Palestinians, in-

A chain carousel spins in the evening sky at the Rhine funfair in Duesseldorf, Germany
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cluding Palestinian-American
Sayfollah Musallet, 20, who was
killed in an attack by Israeli set-
tlers, according to the Palestin-
ian Health Ministry.

In central Gaza, officials
at Al-Awda Hospital said it
received 10 bodies after an Is-
raeli strike on a water collec-
tion point in nearby Nuseirat.
Among the dead were six chil-
dren, the hospital said.

Ramadan Nassar, a witness
who lives in the area, told The
Associated Press that around

o —

SYRIA’S WILDFIRES
UNDER CONTROL

How we look at
others is what
counts, because
it shows what is
in our hearts

Some of Syria's worst wildfires in years
have been brought under control as of
Sunday, according to the Civil Defence
and the Ministry of Emergency and

Disaster Management, following days of

gruelling firefighting in the forested coun-

tryside of the coastal Latakia province.

Gaza war toll tops 58K

20 children and 14 adults were
lined up Sunday morning to
fill up water. When the strike
occurred, everyone ran and
some, including those who
were severely injured, fell to
the ground, he said.

He said Palestinians walk
some 2 kilometres to fetch wa-
ter from the area.

The Israeli military said it
was targeting a militant but
that a technical error made its
munition fall “dozens of metres
from the target.” It said the in-
cident was being examined.

Additionally, health officials
said an Israeli strike hit a group
of citizens walking in the street
on Sunday afternoon, killing 11
people and injuring around 30
others in central Gaza City.

Dr Ahmed Qandil, who spe-
cialises in general surgery and
laparoscopic, was among those
killed, the Gaza Health Ministry
said in a statement. One of the
ministry's spokespeople, Zaher
al-Wahidi, told the AP that Qa-
ndil was on his way to Al-Ahli
Arab Baptist Hospital when the
strike happened. All bodies and
those wounded were taken to
Al-Ahli hospital, according to
al-Wahidi.
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Small plane crashes at London airport

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, July 13: Emergency
services raced Sunday to the
scene of a small plane crash at
London Southend Airport.

No details on where the plane
was heading or how many peo-
ple were on board were imme-
diately disclosed.

In a statement on social me-
dia, the airport confirmed a
“serious incident” involving
what it termed a general avia-
tion aircraft.

Images posted on social me-
dia show a plume of fire and
black smoke emanating from
the crash site. The plane in-
volved is said to be 12 metres

(39 feet) long.

Witness John Johnson, who
was at the airport with his fam-
ily, said he saw a “big fireball”
after the plane “crashed head
first into the ground.”

“It took off and about three
or four seconds after taking
off, it started to bank heavily
to its left, and then within a
few seconds of that happening,
it more or less inverted and
crashed just head-first into the
ground," he said. “There was a
big fireball." Johnson said that
before the plane got into po-
sition for take-off, he and his
family waved at the pilots and
“they all waved back at us.”

After the crash, Johnson

said the airport's fire service
responded straight away, with
two fire engines sent to the
crash site, followed by local
police, ambulance and fire ser-
vices.

Essex Police said it was alert-
ed just before 4 pm local time to
the “serious incident" at the rel-
atively small airport, which is
around 45 miles (72 kilometres)
east of the capital.

“We are working with all
emergency services at the scene
now and that work will be on-
going for several hours," Essex
Police said. As a precaution due
to their proximity to the inci-
dent, police evacuated a local
golf club and rugby club.

‘Beautiful’ or ‘Ugly,’
Trump’s bill shapes
battle for midterms

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, July 13: Debate
over President Donald Trump's
sweeping  budget-and-policy
package is over on Capitol Hill.
Now the argument goes national.

From the Central Valley of
California to Midwestern bat-
tlegrounds and suburban dis-
tricts of the northeast, the new
law already is shaping the 2026
midterm battle for control of the
House of Representatives. The
outcome will set the tone for
Trump's final two years in the
Oval Office.

Democrats need a net gain
of three House seats to break
the GOP's chokehold on Wash-
ington and reestablish a pow-
er centre to counter Trump.
There's added pressure to flip
the House given that midterm
Senate contests are concentrat-
ed in Republican-leaning states,
making it harder for Democrats
to reclaim that chamber.

As Republicans see it, they've
now delivered broad tax cuts, an
unprecedented investment in
immigration enforcement and
new restraints on social safety
net programmes.

Democrats see a law that rolls
back health insurance access
and raises costs for middle-class
Americans while cutting taxes
mostly for the rich, curtailing
green energy initiatives and
restricting some workers' or-
ganising rights.

“It represents the broken
promise they made to the
American people,” said Rep
Suzan DelBene, a Washington
Democrat who chairs the party's
House campaign arm. “We're go-
ing to continue to hold Republi-
cans accountable for this vote.”

Whether voters see it that
way will be determined on a
district-by-district level, but
the battle will be more intense
in some places than others.
Among the 435 House districts,
only 69 contests were decided by
less than 10 percentage points in
the 2024 general election.

The Democratic Congressio-
nal Campaign Committee has
so far identified 26 Democrat-
ic-held seats it must defend vig-
orously, along with 34 GOP-held
seats it believes could be ripe
to flip. Republicans' campaign
arm, the National Republican
Congressional Committee, has
so far listed 18 GOP incumbents
as priorities, plus two districts

opened by retirements.

There are a historically low
number of so-called crossover
districts: Only 13 Democrats
represent districts Trump car-
ried in 2024, while just three Re-
publicans serve districts Dem-
ocratic presidential nominee
Kamala Harris carried.

Both committees are busy
recruiting challengers and
open-seat candidates and more
retirements could come, so the
competitive map will evolve.
Still, there are clusters of dis-
tricts guaranteed to influence
the national result.

California, despite its clear
lean to Democrats statewide,
has at least nine House districts
expected to be up for grabs: three
in the Central Valley and six in
southern California. Six are held
by Democrats, three by the GOP.

Pennsylvania features four
districts that have been among
the closest national House races
for several consecutive cycles.
They include a suburban Phila-
delphia seat represented by Rep
Brian Fitzpatrick, one of just
two House Republicans to vote
against Trump's bill and one of
the three GOP lawmakers from
a district Harris won. Fitzpat-
rick cited the Medicaid cuts.

Iowa and Wisconsin, mean-
while, feature four contiguous
GOP-held districts in farm-
heavy regions where voters
could be swayed by fallout from
Trump's tariffs.

Beyond bumper-sticker la-
bels — Trump's preferred “Big
Beautiful Bill” versus Demo-
crats' “Big Ugly Bill” retort — the
900-page law is, in fact, an array
of policies with varying impact.

Democrats hammer Medicaid
and food assistance cuts, some
timed to take full effect only
after the 2026 midterms, along
with Republicans' refusal to ex-
tend tax credits to some people
who obtained health insurance
through the Affordable Care Act.

The Congressional Budget Of-
fice estimates that 11.8 million
more Americans would become
uninsured by 2034 if the bill be-
came law; 3 million more would
not qualify for food stamps, also
known as SNAP benefits.

“Folks will die here in Loui-
siana and in other parts of the
country,” House Minority Lead-
er Jeffries warned last week
during a town hall in Repub-
lican Speaker Mike Johnson's
home state of Louisiana.

Hungary’s 1000-yr-old library fighting beetle infestation

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Pannonhalma, July 13: Tens
of thousands of centuries-old
books are being pulled from
the shelves of a medieval abbey
in Hungary in an effort to save
them from a beetle infestation
that could wipe out centuries
of history.

The 1,000-year-old Pannon-
halma Archabbey is a sprawl-
ing Benedictine monastery that
is one of Hungary's oldest cen-
tres of learning and a UNESCO
World Heritage site.

Restoration workers are
removing about 100,000 hand-
bound books from their shelves
and carefully placing them in
crates, the start of a disinfection
process that aims to kill the tiny
beetles burrowed into them.

The drugstore beetle, also
known as the bread beetle, is
often found among dried food-
stuffs like grains, flour and spic-
es. But they also are attracted
to the gelatin and starch-based

adhesives found in books.

They have been found in a
section of the library housing
around a quarter of the abbey's
400,000 volumes.

“This is an advanced insect
infestation which has been de-
tected in several parts of the li-
brary, so the entire collection is
classified as infected and must
be treated all at the same time,”
said Zsofia Edit Hajdu, the chief
restorer on the project. “We've
never encountered such a de-
gree of infection before.”

The beetle invasion was
first detected during a routine
library cleaning. Employees no-
ticed unusual layers of dust on
the shelves and then saw that
holes had been burrowed into
some of the book spines. Upon
opening the volumes, burrow
holes could be seen in the pa-
per where the beetles chewed
through.

The abbey at Pannonhalma
was founded in 996, four years
before the establishment of the
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Hungarian Kingdom. Sitting
upon a tall hill in northwest-
ern Hungary, the abbey houses
the country's oldest collection
of books, as well as many of its
earliest and most important
written records.

For over 1,000 years, the ab-
bey has been among the most
prominent religious and cul-

tural sites in Hungary and all
of Central Europe, surviving
centuries of wars and foreign
incursions such as the Otto-
man invasion and occupation
of Hungary in the 16th century.

Tlona Asvanyi, director of
the Pannonhalma Archabbey
library, said she is “humbled”
by the historical and cultural

treasures the collection holds
whenever she enters.

“It is dizzying to think that
there was a library here a thou-
sand years ago, and that we are
the keepers of the first book cat-
alogue in Hungary,” she said.

Among the library's most
outstanding works are 19 co-
dices, including a complete
Bible from the 13th century.
It also houses several hundred
manuscripts predating the in-
vention of the printing press in
the mid-15th century and tens
of thousands of books from the
16th century.

While the oldest and rarest
prints and books are stored
separately and have not been
infected, Asvanyi said any dam-
age to the collection represents
a blow to cultural, historical
and religious heritage.

“When I see a book chewed
up by a beetle or infected in any
other way, I feel that no matter
how many copies are published
and how replaceable the book

is, a piece of culture has been
lost,” she said.

To Kkill the beetles, the crates
of books are being placed into
tall, hermetically sealed plastic
sacks from which all oxygen is
removed. After six weeks in the
pure nitrogen environment, the
abbey hopes all the beetles will
be destroyed.

Before being reshelved,
each book will be individually
inspected and vacuumed. Any
book damaged by the pests will
be set aside for later restoration
work. The abbey, which hopes
to reopen the library at the be-
ginning of next year, believes
the effects of climate change
played a role in spurring the
beetle infestation as average
temperatures rise rapidly in
Hungary.

Hajdu, the chief restorer,
said higher temperatures have
allowed the beetles to undergo
several more development cy-
cles annually than they could
in cooler weather.
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Looking
ahead, the
earnings

season will be in
full focus. On the
macroeconomic
front, participants
will closely track the WPI and CPI
inflation data scheduled for July 14
for further cues on the economy

AJIT MISHRA |
SVP, RESEARCH, RELIGARE BROKING LTD

Major
ports have
achieved a

draft of 14 metres,
while ports like
Kamarajar, Paradip
and Deendayal

are progressing towards 18-metre
draft to accommodate large ship-
ping vessels due to policy initiative
taken by the government to make
India a regional transshipment
powerhouse

TK RAMACHANDRAN I SHIPPING SECRETARY

Gold is
‘ expected to
trade strong

in the coming 2
week as long as

it sustains above
Rs 97,000 per 10
grams on the MCX

JATEEN TRIVEDI I
VP RESEARCH ANALYST, LKP SECURITIES

SHORT TAKES

™ costa Coffee's
India sales jump

New Delhi: British coffee
- chain brand Costa Coffee's
India revenue from operations
surged 30.76 per cent to Rs 198.5
crore in FY25, and its profit rose
28.4 per cent to Rs 149.7 crore.
The growth was driven by store
expansion, as the number of
outlets increased from 179 to
220 in FY25, according to the
latest annual report of Devynai
International Ltd (DIL). Its
revenue from operations was Rs
151.8 crore, and profit stood at
116.6 crore for the financial year
ended March 31, 2024. Costa
Coffee's gross margin declined
marginally to 75.4 per cent from
76.8 per cent in FY24, primarily
because of inflation in coffee
beans and other input materials.

¥ Merc-Benz India
mulls price hike

New Delhi: Mercedes Benz
India plans to hike prices by
1-1.5 per cent from September
to mitigate the impact of a
weak rupee against the euro,
according to its MD and CEO
Santosh lyer. The luxury car
market leader has already
hiked vehicle prices twice this
year, first in January and then
in July.There is another price
hike coming up in September,
because of the euro. If you
see, the last one month has
remained at the 100 mark (INR),
and that has not changed.
Therefore, we will have to
undertake an increase as well
in September, said lyer. The
price hike is expected to be

in the range of 1-1.5 per cent
Around 80 per cent of the
company's new car sales are
financed.

[ NLC India to
source lithium

New Delhi: State-run NLC
India is at an advanced

stage of discussions with a
Russian government-owned
company for sourcing lithium
from its mine in Africa.

The development assumes
significance as India is taking
measures to ensure a stable
supply of lithium to meet

the country's clean energy
demand. Sources privy to the
development said that NLC
India is in talks with a public
sector company of Russia

for equity participationina
lithium block in Mali, Africa.
India is focusing on exploring
and developing lithium blocks
both in the domestic market
and overseas, as the demand
for this critical mineral is
growing, particularly from
electric vehicle battery
manufacturers. The company
had bagged two critical and
strategic mineral blocks in
the fifth round of auction.

It won two phosphorite and
limestone blocks in the state of
Chhattisgarh.

The government is
relaxing sulphur
emission rules for coal
power plants. This move
aims to lower electricity
costs by 25-30
paise per unit

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 13: The gov-
ernment's move to ease sulphur
emission rules for most coal-
fired power plants strikes a
delicate balance between costs,
climate and compliance and is
expected to cut electricity costs
by 25-30 paise per unit, officials
said Sunday.

In a gazette notification, the
government has restricted the
2015 mandate of installing flue-
gas desulphurisation (FGD) sys-
tems that remove sulphur from
power plants' exhaust gases.

Plants in critically polluted
areas or non-attainment cities
will be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis while all other plants
-- accounting for nearly 79 per
cent of India's thermal power
capacity -- are exempt from
mandatory FGD installation.

The notification stated
that the decision was made
following a detailed analysis
by the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB), which
found increased carbon di-
oxide emissions resulting
from the operation of exist-
ing control measures.

Industry officials said this
would lead to differentiated
compliance based on proxim-
ity to urban populations and
the sulphur content of the coal
used. The new framework has
been finalised after extensive
deliberations and multiple in-
dependent studies.

The decision follows a se-
ries of studies by IIT Delhi,
CSIR-NEERI and the National
Institute of Advanced Stud-
ies (NIAS), which found that
ambient sulphur dioxide lev-
els in most parts of India are
well within the National Am-
bient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS).

Measurements across multi-
ple cities showed sulphur oxide
levels ranging between 3 and 20
micrograms per cubic meter,
significantly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 micrograms
per cubic meter. Officials said
studies had also questioned the
environmental and economic

YouTube discontinues
Its ‘Trending page’

> YouTube

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, July 13: Nearly
10 years after its initial launch
in 2015 to highlight viral hits,
breaking news and top music
releases, YouTube, the largest
video sharing platform in the
world, is formally discontinu-
ing its Trending Page.

The Google-owned platform
announced the decision in a
blog post, citing diminished
user interest in the feature.

The "Trending Now" section
and the Trending Page will both
be available until July 21 before
being permanently deleted.

The feature, which was first
created to show off worldwide
viral content in real-time, has
seen a decline in usage in re-
cent years.

“YouTube has evolved sig-
nificantly over the past 10
years, and so has the way us-
ers discover and consume con-
tent,” the company stated in its
announcement.

YouTube is moving its em-
phasis to category-specific
charts under the YouTube
Charts section, replacing the
general Trending section.

With more categories antic-

Electronics, pharma sectors corner 70%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 13: Large-
scale electronics manufac-
turing and pharmaceuticals
cornered about 70 per cent of
the total fiscal incentive dis-
bursements in 2024-25 under
the production-linked incen-
tive (PLI) schemes, according
to government data.

The scheme was introduced
in 2021 to support domestic
manufacturing across 14 sec-
tors with an outlay of Rs 1.97
lakh crore.

In 2024-25, the government
has disbursed a total of Rs
10,114 crore. PLI firms in the
electronics sector received Rs
5,732 crore, while pharmaceu-

ipated to be added soon, users
can now peruse carefully cu-
rated lists like Trending Music
Videos, Weekly Top Podcasts,
and Trending Movie Trailers.

For more individualised
discovery, the company also
encouraged users to peruse
content through the channels
of individual creators, the
subscriptions feed, and the
Explore Page.

The Google-owned video shar-
ing platform highlighted the
increasing significance of its
algorithmic suggestions, which
present well-liked videos based
on each user's viewing prefer-
ences and past viewing activity.

It recommends using You-
Tube Studio's Inspiration tab
for creators who want to keep
up with the latest trends. This
tab provides insights and con-
tent recommendations based
on audience preferences and
performance data.

In line with broader shifts in
user behaviour and the plat-
form's developing recommen-
dation systems, the removal
signifies a strategic shift by
YouTube to concentrate on
more individualised and cate-
gory-based content discovery.

tical drugs received Rs 2,328
crore, the data showed.

In 2023-24, the disbursals
stood at Rs 9,721 crore. The
figures highlight the country's
growing strength in these seg-
ments amid efforts to boost
manufacturing and value-add-
ed exports.

Besides these two, the other
sectors that received these
incentives in the last fiscal
include bulk drugs (Rs 22
crore), Medical Devices (Rs
77 crore), Telecom (Rs 840
crore), Food Processing (Rs
448 crore), White Goods (Rs
210 crore), Automobiles (Rs
322 crore), Specialty Steel (Rs
48 crore), Textiles (Rs 40 crore)
and Drones (Rs 35 crore).

(T

NCLAT REJECTS RP IN HNG CASE

The insolvency appellate tribunal NCLAT has set aside
NCLT's direction to change the resolution professional
of debt-ridden Hindustan National Glass Industries
(HNG) and asked it to take a decision on the bids as per
the Supreme Court's directions. A three-member NCLAT
bench gave a go-ahead to the Kolkata Bench of the
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) to decide as per

Vietnamese and Taiwanese
firms are keen to invest in

India. We need to support them
so that they can import these
goods smoothly into the country
for their manufacturing facilities

RK JALAN |
COUNCIL FOR LEATHER EXPORTS (CLE) CHAIRMAN

the directions passed by the Supreme Court

efficacy of a universal FGD
mandate in the Indian context.

Indian coal typically has a
sulphur content of less than 0.5
per cent, and due to high stack
heights and favourable meteo-
rological conditions, dispersion
of SO2 is efficient.

The NIAS study warned that
retrofitting FGDs nationwide
would add an estimated 69 mil-
lion tonnes of CO2 emissions
between 2025 and 2030 due to
increased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption. Globally, carbon
markets aim to incentivise gen-
erators that are reducing their
carbon footprint and penalise
those who are emitting carbon.

With the installation of FGD,
India may be increasing its car-
bon footprint with a reduction
in SO2 emission, which is not
advisable as per the present
ambient air quality levels, ac-
cording to a report written by
CSIR-NEERI with financial sup-

N COST, CLIMATE, COMPLIANCE CALL

port from NITI Aayog.

Besides, SO and CO have dif-
ferent atmospheric lifetimes -
SO has a short atmospheric life-
time of several hours to about
15 days, while CO persists for
over 100 years.

The financial burden of man-
datory FGD retrofitting was
previously estimated at over Rs
2.5 lakh crore, or Rs 1.2 crore
per MW, with installation time-
lines of up to 45 days per unit.

Several power producers
had warned that this would
not only raise costs but al-
so jeopardise grid stability
during peak seasons.

Industry executives wel-
comed the decision. "This is a
rational, science-based move
that avoids unnecessary costs
and focuses regulation where it
is most needed," said a senior
executive at a leading public
sector utility. "More important-
ly, it will help keep electricity
affordable."

Officials stressed that the
government remains commit-
ted to environmental protec-
tion, but with a smarter lens.
"This is not a rollback. It is a
recalibration based on evi-
dence," said a senior govern-
ment official. "Our approach
is now targeted, efficient and
climate-conscious."

An affidavit incorporating
these findings will be submitted
shortly to the Supreme Court in
the MC Mehta vs Union of India
case, where FGD enforcement
timelines have been under ju-
dicial scrutiny.

Russian oil import

GOVT EASES FGD RULE nits 11-month high
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 13: India's
import of crude oil from Rus-
sia rose to an 11-month high
in June as refiners topped up
tanks amid the Israel-Iran war,
analysts said.

India imported 2.08 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) of Russian crude
in June, the highest since July
2024, according to vessel tracking
data from global commodity mar-
ket analytics firm Kpler.

"While India's global imports
of crude oil dropped by 6 per
cent in June, Russian volumes
saw an 8 per cent month-on-
month rise to their highest lev-
els since July 2024," European
think tank Centre for Research
on Energy and Clean Air said.

"More than half of these im-
ports from Russia were made
by three refineries in India,
which also export refined prod-
ucts to G7+ countries."

India imports more than 85
per cent of its requirement of
crude oil, which is turned in-
to fuels like petrol and diesel

IBA seeks subsidy for

household biogas plants

Biogas can replace free LPG cylinders help saving around 33,618 crore per year

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 13: Indi-
an Biogas Association has
pitched for a scheme to provide
Rs 10,000 per unit subsidy for
reviving 50 lakh biogas units,
which are ready with basic in-
frastructure, saying it can spur
mass adoption of the cleaner
fuel, especially in rural India.

Indian Biogas Association
(IBA) Chairman Gaurav Kedia
told that the overall government
spends on the scheme would be
Rs 5,000 crore, which could be
recovered in two years.

He stated that IBA has called
for the government to lead a
bold, forward-looking attempt
to support 50 lakh biogas units
across the country. Infrastruc-
ture for these units is already in
place and incentives are needed
to spur mass adoption in rural
India, he noted.

"A focused, mission-driven
approach like Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan can deliver meaningful
results in this direction. Most of
these systems are underutilised
or idle because of insufficient
funding, maintenance, and long-
term incentives.

“It is high time we move
from potential to performance
and convert biogas into a real
household fuel of the future.
IBA calls for a policy revolu-

The PLI in the electronics
sector have helped significantly
boost domestic manufacturing
and exports. Now, this sector
is included in the top three

B [

¥10,000 per unit

tion to make biogas systems
not only accessible but re-
warding," he said.

Asunder the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Gramin), where the
Government of India provides
a subsidy of Rs 12,000 to eligible
rural households for construct-
ing individual household toilets
(IHHL), a similar model could
be considered for reviving
small biogas plants, assuming
arevival cost of approximately
Rs 10,000 per unit, he suggested.

He informed that the IBA will
propose to the government a one-
time grant of Rs 10,000 per plant
to restore non-operative units to
bring dead assets to life, increase
clean energy production and en-
hance the return on public and
private sector investments.

Given that rural Biogas
plants can substitute the sub-

of PLI

!

product categories that India
exports globally.

The country's electron-
ic goods shipment saw the
highest export growth rate

sidised LPG cylinders being
provided to rural households
(12 cylinders per year at Rs 603
per cylinder under the Ujjawa-
la Yojana), Biogas can replace
free LPG cylinders each year
and could help save around Rs
3,618 crore per year -if all these
50 lakhs biogas plants become
functional, he pointed out.

This provides the assurance
of continuous cooking fuel,
enhances user confidence,
and promotes large-scale ac-
ceptance by minimising the
perceived risk of using biogas
alone, he noted.

One biogas plant can save
almost 6 tonnes of CO2 annual-
ly and lower firewood use by 5
tonnes, curbing indoor air pol-
lution and felling of trees. States,
on the economic front, could
save more than Rs 50,000 crore
jointly through improved waste
management, healthcare cost
savings, and import substitution.

With the appropriate nudge,
India can minimise reliance on
LPG imports while building a
circular, renewable energy econ-
omy. IBA will be presenting the
proposal to the government soon.
The IBA also urged harmonious
integration of this proposed ini-
tiative with flagship programs
such as GOBARdhan and SA-
TAT, to facilitate easier imple-
mentation and impact, he added.

disbursements

at 32.46 per cent, jumping
from $29.12 billion in 2023-
24 to $38.58 billion in the
last fiscal year. It was $23.6
billion in 2022-23 and $15.7
billion in 2021-22.

Within this, computer hard-
ware and peripherals, which
form 3.8 per cent of the sector,
saw 101 per cent growth, dou-
bling from $0.7 billion to $1.4
billion in 2024-25.

The main destinations for
electronic goods were UAE,
US, Netherlands, UK, and Italy.

According to the data, In-
dian drugs and pharmaceu-
ticals are reaching over 200
countries now. These exports
increased by about 10 per cent
to $30.5 billion in 2024-25.

in refineries. Traditionally,
the Middle East was the main
source, but Russia has been the
mainstay supplier for nearly
three years now.

After much of the West
shunned Russian crude fol-
lowing Moscow's invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022,
Russia began offering steep
discounts to attract alterna-
tive buyers. Indian refiners
seized the opportunity, turn-
ing Russia, once a marginal
supplier, into India's largest
source of crude oil, overtaking
traditional suppliers from West
Asia. Russia now accounts for
as much as 40 per cent of India's
oil imports.

In June, India imported
approximately 8,93,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd) of crude
from Iraq - its second-larg-
est supplier - marking a 17.2
per cent month-on-month de-
cline. Saudi Arabia followed
with 5,81,000 bpd (largely
unchanged from May), while
imports from the UAE rose 6.5
per cent to 4,90,000 bpd.

Mcap of eight firms
erodes by Z2.07L-cr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 13: The
combined market valuation of
eight of the top 10 valued firms
eroded by Rs 2.07 lakh crore last
week, with Tata Consultancy
Services and Bharti Airtel
emerging as the worst hit.

Last week, the benchmark
BSE Sensex dropped 932.42
points or 1.11 per cent. From
the top 10 pack, only Bajaj Fi-
nance and Hindustan Unilever
closed the week with gains in
their valuation.

Among major losers, the
market valuation of Tata Con-
sultancy Services (TCS) tum-
bled Rs 56,279.35 crore to Rs
11,81,450.30 crore. Shares of
TCS dropped nearly 3.50 per
cent Friday after its June quar-
ter earnings failed to enthuse
investors.

Bharti Airtel's valuation
eroded by Rs 54,483.62 crore to
Rs 10,95,887.62 crore.

The market valuation of Reli-
ance Industries dropped by Rs
44,048.2 crore to Rs 20,22,901.67
crore and that of Infosys by Rs
18,818.86 crore to Rs 6,62,564.94
crore. The market capitalisa-
tion (mcap) of ICICI Bank
tanked Rs 14,556.84 crore to
Rs 10,14,913.73 crore. The
valuation of Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC) di-
minished by Rs 11,954.25 crore
to Rs 5,83,322.91 crore.

The mcap of HDFC Bank de-
clined by Rs 4,370.71 crore to
Rs 15,20,969.01 crore and State
Bank of India went lower by Rs
2,989.75 crore to Rs 7,21,555.53
crore. However, the valuation
of Hindustan Unilever Ltd
jumped Rs 42,363.13 crore to
Rs 5,92,120.49 crore. Shares of
Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL)
Friday surged nearly 5 per cent
after the company announced
that Priya Nair will become its
first woman CEO and MD.

The mcap of Bajaj Finance
climbed Rs 5,033.57 crore to Rs
5,80,010.68 crore.

Reliance Industries was the
most valued firm, followed by
HDFC Bank, TCS, Bharti Air-
tel, ICICI Bank, State Bank of
India, Infosys, LIC, Bajaj Fi-
nance and Hindustan Unilever
in that order.
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Sensational Sinner

Sinner dethrones Alcaraz to become the first Italian man to
win Wimbledon in the competition's 148-year history

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, July 13: Jannik
Sinner defeated two-time
defending champion Carlos
Alcaraz 4-6, 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 Sun-
day to win his first Wim-
bledon championship and
reverse the result of their
epic French Open final five
weeks ago.

The No 1-ranked Sinner
earned his fourth Grand
Slam title overall, mov-
ing him one away from
No 2 Alcaraz's total as the
two young rivals separate
themselves from the rest
of the pack in men's ten-
nis.

This victory also
allowed Sinner, a
23-year-old Italian, to
put an end to several
streaks for Alcaraz,
a 22-year-old Span-
iard.

Alcaraz had
won the past five
head-to-head
matches between
the pair, most re-
cently across five
sets and nearly 5
1/2 hours at Ro-
land-Garros June
8. Sinner took a two-set
lead in that one, then held
a trio of match points, but
couldn't close the deal.
That made Alcaraz 5-0 in
major finals.

In addition to ending
that piece of perfection,
Sinner asserted himself
in a match that featured
moments of terrific play
by both men, but also the
occasional lapses.

Alcaraz stepped into the
sunlight bathing Centre
Court as the owner of a
career-best 24-match un-

SHORT TAKES

Unstoppable Messi

Fort Lauderdale: Lionel Messi
extended his historic streak to
five straight multi-goal games,
and Inter Miami snapped
Nashville SC's 15-match
unbeaten streak with a 2-1

i

~ win Saturday night. Miami

(11-3-5) won its fifth straight
match and moved to fifth in the
Supporter's Shield standings as
it aims to win the title for the
second-straight season. Messi
entered Saturday's match

as the only player in Major
League Soccer history with four
straight multi-goal games after
scoring two in Miami's win over
the New England Revolution
Wednesday. And he wasn't
done. The 38-year-old opened
the scoring Saturday on a free
kick in the 17th minute. Then
after Nashville tied it early in
the second half, Messi put his
side back on top with a steal
and score in the 62nd.

PCB in trouble

Karachi: The Auditor General
of Pakistan has exposed

a number of financial
irregularities running into
millions of rupees, illegal
appointments and award

of contracts in the Pakistan
Cricket Board. The Audit report
has mentioned several instance
of irregularities including a
payment of Rs 63.39 million

to the police for meals for
providing security during
international matches.

beaten run. He had won 20
matches in a row at the All
England Club, including
victories against Novak
Djokovic in the 2023 and
2024 finals.

The last man to beat Al-
caraz at Wimbledon? Sin-
ner, in the fourth round
in 2022.

So this served as a book-
end win for Sinner,
who proved what

he kept telling anyone who
asked: No, there would be
no carryover from his
heartbreak in Paris. Hard
to imagine, though, that
that collapse wasn't on
his mind at least a little
Sunday, especially when
he faced two break points
while serving at 4-3, 15-40
in the fourth set.

Yes, Sinner put the

French Open behind

SHOOTING WC

Lakshay, Neeru fall short
as India’s campalgn ends

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, July 13: In-
dia ended engagements at
the International Shooting
Sport Federation (ISSF)
World Cup Shotgun in Lona-
to, after the pair of Lakshay
Sheoran (22,19,25) and Nee-
ru Dhanda (25,24,25), despite
shooting a perfect third se-
ries, fell short of the Trap
Mixed Team medal rounds.
They totalled 140 out of a
possible 150 in the quali-
fying round to finish 10th
among 54 pairs.

The second Indian pair
of Zoravar Singh Sandhu
(21,23,24) and Preeti Rajak
(23,24,23) combined for
a tally of 138 to finish in
22nd spot.

Four teams, Australia,
Great Britain and both the
Spanish teams topped the
qualifications with identi-
cal tallies of 143.

Indian pair of Kynan
Chenai and Sabeera Haris
had won a bronze in the
Trap Mixed Team event at
the previous Nicosia Shot-
gun World Cup. The event
will be held for the first
time in the Olympics at Los
Angeles in 2028.

On Saturday, National

Games champion Neeru
Dhanda reached a first-ever
World Cup final to finish a
creditable fourth in women’s
trap, on the penultimate day.

Having taken the sixth
and final qualifying spot
by virtue of winning (2-1)
a shoot-off over last year’s
New Delhi World Cup Final
winner Alessia Iezzi (Italy),
Neeru eventually went out
due to a higher bib number.
Australia’s Laetisha Scan-
lan won gold with 45 hits.

While Neeru continued
from her brilliant fourth-
place finish in the women’s
trap a day earlier to miss just
one target out of her 75, Lak-
shay had a blip in the second
series, where he missed six,
which eventually cost a shot
at a podium finish.

W Sinner becomes the first
man to beat Alcaraz in a
Grand Slam final

W It ends Alcaraz’s dreams
of winning a hattrick of
Wimbledon titles, and
gives Sinner his fourth
Grand Slam

him in the best way possi-
ble and demonstrated that
his matchups with Alcaraz
could delight tennis fans
for years to come.

They have divvied up the
past seven Grand Slam tro-
phies, and nine of the last
12.

Fittingly, this marked
the first time the same two
men faced off in the title
matches on the clay at Ro-
land-Garros and the grass
at the All England Club
in the same year since
Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal did it in 2006, 2007
and 2008. It hadn't hap-

pened for more than

a half-century before
that trilogy.

Sinner has
participated
in each of the
last four ma-
jor finals, a
stretch
that began
with a tri-
umph at
Open

N

the US
last Sep-
ber and
followed
another
the Aus-
lian
Open
this
Janu-
ary.

=
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It’s time for METTLE MEET.
An initiative by the state’s
only home grown English
daily, OrissaPOST to revive
quizzing in Odisha. This year,
the Preliminaries will take
place August 9 and the Grand
Finale August 10. Like
in the previous years, top
educational institutions of the
State both from schools and
higher education institutions
will be competing for
Prizes worth ¥3,50,000
& the Champions
Title in both Junior and
Senior segments.

RULES & REGULATIONS

@ Everyone will have to mail their answers to
mettlemeet@orissapost.com

® Answers to the questions will follow the next day. The
names of the winners will also be announced along
with their pictures.

® Answers mailed between 8.00am to 6.00pm each day
will be considered valid.

@ OrissaPOST’s decision on all entries will be final. No
complaints will be entertained.

® Participants must send their entries with a passport
size photograph, mobile numbers and residential
address. Otherwise the entries will not be entertained.

® There can be only one winner from one family.
@ Invitation cards to the winners will only be issued on
presentation of Valid ID proof - Voter Card, Aadhaar

Card, Driving License, Passport, School ID card (In
case of students till Class XI)

® No employee or families of OrissaPOST team can
be part of the competition.

to be part of the exciting Grand Finale if you can

give correct answers in the daily quiz. Starting
July 01,2025 there will be one question each day for you to
answer till July 31, 2025. Every day two winners will be
selected from correct entries. Then winners will be decided
by draw of lots. The winners will be invited for the Grand
Finale which will be conducted by a nationally acclaimed
quizmaster. So buckle up and get set for some brainstorming.

g s a reader of OrissaPOST, this is a chance for you

TODAY'S QUESTION

his historic day in 1789 saw the
I storming of a medieval fortress and
prison in Paris, marking a pivotal mo-

ment in the French Revolution. What national
holiday does France celebrate on this date?

ANSWER TO SUNDAY’S QUESTION

Ethiopia

ARADHYA MALLICK

Others who answered correctly are

Surendra Pradhan, Sarthak Sushobhit, Mayank Mandol, Asit Kumar
Satpathy, Parameswar Dalai, Manoranjan Behera, Priyanka Nahak,
Om Swarup Das, Dr Joseph John, Sourav Nayak, Alok Ranjan Sahoo,
Parameswar Dalai, Rudra Narayan Nahak, Debadatta Tripathy,

Subham Jena, Tanishna Bisoi

India Wobble in chase of 19

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, July 13: Wash-
ington Sundar put India
in the best possible posi-
tion to win the Lord's Test
with a four-wicket haul
before batters stuttered
to 58 for four at stumps on
day four, chasing 193 on a
rapidly deteriorating pitch
here Sunday.

After the good work of the
pacers, Washington made
the ball talk with his off-spin,
his timely strikes allowing
India to skittle out England
for 192 in the final session.

Mohammed Siraj made
the difference in the morn-
ing before Jasprit Bumrah
returned to polish the tail.

At stumps, India stut-
tered to 58 for four, hav-
ing lost Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Karun Nair, captain Shub-
man Gill and night watch-
man Akash Deep.

With the crowd egging
on the home team in the
last few overs, every ball
was made into an event.

India gave England a
taste of their own medi-
cine, deliberately delaying
the proceedings with KL
Rahul (33 off 47) and Akash
in the middle.

Ben Stokes castled
Akash on what turned out
to be the final ball of the
day, setting up a thrilling

finish on day five.
Jaiswal could not get
into a position to pull a
pacy short ball from Jofra
Archer while Nair (14 off
33) could not convert his
start once again and was
trapped in front by Brydon
Carse after misjudging the
length and offering no shot.
A relentless Carse then got
the prized wicket of Gill, who
was adjudged leg before off a
sharp incoming delivery.
Carse had kept asking
questions to Gill in that
over and was duly re-
warded.
Rahul would have been

back in the hut too if he
was not dropped by Chris
Woakes off his own bowl-
ing. Rahul's cover driving
has been impeccable this
series and it was on dis-
play in the last hour of
play against both Woakes
and Archer.

Indian pacers generated
awkward bounce from the
Nursery End but their En-
glish counterparts, barring
Stokes, were not able to ex-
tract the same before close
of play.

After three days, nothing
separated the two teams
with India matching En-

coaa L

gland's first innings total of
387 but the latter put their
nose ahead Saturday.

In the afternoon session,
Washington's two timely
strikes pegged England
back, leaving them at 175
for six at tea.

BRIEF SCORES

England 387 and 192 all out
in 62.1 overs (Joe Root 40, Ben
Stokes 33; Washington Sundar

4/22, Mohammed Siraj 2/31,

Jasprit Bumrah 2/38)
India 387 and 58 for 4 in 17.4
overs (KL Rahul 33 not out;
Brydon Carse 2/11)

India lose 5th T20I by 5 wickets but win series against Eng

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Birmingham, July 13: A
historic maiden Women's
T20 series victory already
scripted against England,
India failed to end on a
high, losing to the hosts
by five wickets in a last-
ball thriller in an incon-
sequential fifth and final
match here.

India, however, won the
series 3-2.

India rode on Shafali
Verma's quick-fire 75 to
score 167 for 7, a target
which England chased
down with five wickets to
spare on the last ball.

Sent in to bat Saturday,
India vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana started on an
aggressive note, hitting

Em Arlott for consecutive
boundaries in the opening
over before perishing on
the last delivery, caught
by Linsey Smith at point
while trying to pull a short
delivery.

Jemimah Rodrigues too
didn't last long, departing
an over later bowled by
Smith.

Shafali Verma (75) and
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
(15) then stitched 66 runs
off 43 balls for the third
wicket to take India for-
ward before the latter was
cleaned up by off-spinner
Charlie Dean (3/23).

Next in Harleen Deol too
failed to make a mark, out
LBW to Sophie Ecclestone
(2/28). Shafali, on the other
hand, was going great guns

Wmners
2025

by dealing in boundaries to
notch up her score in just
41 balls. She hit 13 bound-
aries and a six.

In fact in the seventh
over, Shafali was partic-
ularly severe on medium
pacer Issy Wong, hitting

the bowler for three bound-
aries and a six to pick up 20
runs. She played her shots
all around the ground, with

the straight drive over the
bowler's head standing out.
Shafali brought up her
fifty in just 23 balls, the sec-
ond joint-fastest by an Indi-
an woman in WT20s, when
she smashed Ecclestone
over the covers for four.
Dean finally got the
prized scalp of Shafali in
the 14th over when Maia
Bouchier took a brilliant
diving catch at long on
with India at 111 for 5.
Wicket-keeper Richa
Ghosh struck a quick 16-ball
24, while Radha Yadav made
arun-a-ball 14 as India made
56 runs off last 41 balls.
Chasing, openers Sophia
Dunkley (46 off 30) and Dan-
ielle Wyatt-Hodge (56 off 37)
gave England a flying start,
sharing a 101-run stand in

just 10.4 overs to set the tone.

India made a comeback
by dismissing both Dunk-
ley and Wyatt-Hodge in
quick succession but skip-
per Tammy Beaumont (30)
and Bouchier (16) ensured
a win. There was a slight
scare for England in the fi-
nal over when they needed
six runs. Right-arm pacer
Arundhati Reddy (2/47)
picked up two wickets in
the last over -- first disturb-
ing Beaumont's stumps
with a slower delivery
and then dismissing Amy
Jones, caught by Radha a
ball later with England still
needing 5 off 3 balls.

India and England will
now engage in a three-
match ODI series, starting
July 16 at Southampton.

THE TWO LUCKY WINNERS
/

RUDRA NARAYAN NAHAK

Harikrishnan ARa
becomes 87th GM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 13: The
first thing Grandmaster
Shyam Sundar Mohanraj
noticed about Harikrish-
nan A Ra was his calcula-
tion skills when he joined
his academy, Chess Thulir
in Chennai, as an early bird
in 2022.

Harikrishnan, 24, Friday
earned his third GM-norm
at the La Plagne Interna-
tional Chess Festival in
France to become the coun-
try's 87th Grandmaster and
bring joy to his coach Mo-
hanraj, who has seen two
players from his academy
become GMs in a span of
months.

The Chennai-based
Harikrishnan earned his
first GM norm some years
back. He then gained his
second one at Andujar Open
in Spain.

Srihari LR became the
86th GM and now Harikrish-
nan has also achieved the
feat.

"In a matter of two
months, the academy has
produced two Grandmas-
ters. It feels great because
of back-to-back GMs whom
T have been training for last
2-3 years," said Moharaj,
as he reflected on the lean
phase lasting more than
a year when he could not
produce a GM.

"It's a big relief for both
me and Harikrishnan. Be-
cause he lost two GM norms
inarow."

Though he cannot recol-
lect the exact date, Mohan-
raj remembers the month
Harikrishnan, already an
International Master by
then, came to his acade-
my seeking guidance to
become a GM.

Printed and published by Adyasha Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142 (Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ODIENG/2011/37159



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

