6 dead, 28 injured
in Haridwar
temple stampede

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Haridwar, July 27: A stampede
broke out during a rush of pil-
grims along a stair route leading
to the Mansa Devi temple on a
hilltop in Haridwar Sunday,
killing at least six people and
leaving 28 injured, police said.

Rumours of an electricity
current where the stairs begin
triggered panic among people,
leading to the stampede, Ha-
ridwar SSP Pramendra Singh
Dobal said.The officer added
that 34 people were rushed to a
hospital of which six died.

The incident took place
around 9am. Being a Sunday, a
sea of devotees had gathered at
the temple atop the Shivalik hills
at a height of more than 500 feet.

Videos from the spot showed a
massive rush of people, including
children and women, towards the
narrow entrance of the temple
and outside the hospital, and of
worried family members waiting
for the news of their loved ones.
Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh

- Dhami said a magisterial probe
has been ordered into the cir-
cumstances leading to the stam-
pede. Haridwar's ADM has been
assigned the task of conducting
a probe into the incident and
submit a report within 15 days
making recommendations on
how to prevent the recurrence
of such happenings in future,
DM Mayur Dikshit said.

Speaking to reporters here,
CM Dhami said, “A stampede
broke out at the Mansa Devi
temple in the morning because

- of arumour.... We have ordered
a magisterial probe into the in-
cident and those responsible for
spreading the rumour will face
strict action.” The chief minis-
ter later visited the district hos-
pital in Haridwar where most
of the injured were admitted.

He assured the relatives
attending them of all support
from the government.

Dhami also announced a fi-
nancial assistance of Rs 2 lakh
each to the families of the de-
ceased persons and Rs 50,000 to
the injured. President Droupa-
di Murmu and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi were among the
political leaders who expressed
grief over the loss of lives in the
stampede. P8
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Looks like some communicable
disease. No BJP leader has visited
him since he quit for health reasons

Tamannaah’s take

Actor Tamannaah Bhatia
shares a fresh perspective on
work-life balance, calling it a
myth in showbiz

LEISURE | P2

@ HERE. NOW

¥ Thai and Cambodian leaders will
® meet in Malaysia for talks to end
hostilities, a spokesperson for the
| Thai prime minister's office says
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Historic low

Savings deposit rates of

a historic low since their
de-regulation in 2011

some PSBs are prevailing at
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RACE TO WIN People partlupate in a bull race at a paddy ﬁeld in South 24 Parganas, West Bengal Sunday During the monsoon season, when fhe ﬁelds are subfnerged in water, V|Ilagers
organise bull races to prepare the fields for the next harvest
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Bhubaneswar/Bhadrak, Ju-
ly 27: More than 11,000 people
in six districts have been affect-
ed by the floods in the state, an
official said Sunday.

Over 1,000 people have been
rescued from the affected ar-
eas in Mayurbhanj, Balasore,
Bhadrak, Jajpur, Sundargarh,
and Keonjhar districts to safer
places, he said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Special Relief Commis-
sioner (SRC) DK Singh said
the flood was caused by the
overflowing waters of the Sub-
arnarekha, Baitarani and Jalka
rivers following heavy rainfall.

“The rescued people have
been provided shelter at differ-
ent cyclone centres and other
buildings. The government is
providing dry food items and
cooked food to them,” he said.

Five teams of Odisha Di-
saster Rapid Action Force
(ODRAF), one team of NDRF,
and 26 fire services teams have
been deployed in Balasore dis-
trict. One ODRAF and 23 fire
service teams have been de-
ployed in Mayurbhanj district,
Singh said.

One ODRAF, one NDRF and
13 fire service teams have been
sent to Bhadrak district, and
one ODRAF team, a NDRF and

TCS to lay off over 12K employees

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 27: India's
largest IT services firm, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),
is set to lay off about 2 per
cent, or 12,261 employees, of
its global workforce this year,
with the majority of those im-
pacted belonging to middle
and senior grades.

As of June 30, 2025, TCS's
workforce stood at 6,13,069. It
increased its workforce by 5,000
employees in the recently con-
cluded April-June quarter.

The move is part of the com-
pany's broader strategy to be-
come a ‘future-ready organisa-
tion’, focusing on investments
in technology, Al deployment,

market expansion, and work-
force realignment, TCS said in
a statement.

“TCS is on a journey to be-
come a Future-Ready organi-
sation. This includes strategic
initiatives on multiple fronts,
including investing in new-tech
areas, entering new markets,
deploying Al at scale for our
clients and ourselves, deepen-
ing our partnerships, creating
next-gen infrastructure, and re-
aligning our workforce model.

“Towards this, a number of
reskilling and redeployment ini-
tiatives have been underway. As
part of this journey, we will also
be releasing associates from the
organisation whose deployment
may not be feasible," it said.

——a Over 11,000 people in 6 dists
affected

—=a Qver 1,000 people rescued

——a 10 ODRAF, 3 NDRF, 76 Fire
services teams deployed

—= 106 rescue boats deployed

14 fire service teams have been
sent to Jajpur district, he said.

He provided the details after
attending a review meeting,
chaired by Revenue and Di-
saster Management Minister
Suresh Pujari.

A total of 106 rescue boats
have also been deployed in
these districts to carry out res-
cue and relief operations.

Singh said the water levels
of all major rivers, except the
Subarnarekha, are declining.

“Night patrolling has been

tightened in the flood-affected
areas. Arrangements have been
made to provide safe drinking
water to people, and sufficient
anti-venom has been kept in
stock,” he said.

In its evening flood bulletin,
the Water Resources Depart-
ment said the Baitarani river
was flowing at 36.24 metre at
Anandapur in Keonjhar district
as against the danger level of
38.36 metre. The water level
of the Jalaka river was 6.52
metre at Mathani, against the
danger level of 6.50 metre. Sub-
arnarekha was flowing at 48.86
metre at Jamsholaghat against
the danger level of 49.16 metre.

However, the water level of
Subarnarekha at Rajghat was
11.17 metre and against the
danger level of 10.36 meter,
the bulletin said. Several vil-
lages in Bhandaripokhari and

'Clerical error' makes

AGENCIES

Satna (MP), July 27: A cer-
tificate showing a Madhya
Pradesh farmer's annual in-
come as Rs 3 went viral on
social media with the Internet
dubbing him as the ‘poorest
man in India’, prompting the
authorities to clarify that it was
a ‘clerical error’.

A photograph of the income
certificate issued to Ramswa-
roop,45, a resident of Nayaga-
on village under Kothi tehsil
of Satna district, complete with
the tehsildar's signature, sur-
faced on social media this week.

The document, issued with
the signature of tehsildar Sau-

rabh Dwivedi July 22, was cir-
culated widely on social media,
with netizens calling Ramswa-
roop the ‘poorest man in the
country’.

Officials soon scrambled into
action, and by July 25, a new
certificate was issued, boosting
the farmer's reported annual
income to %30,000. That would
mean his monthly income
stands at ¥2,500.

The original certificate im-
plied Ramswaroop earned 25
paise a month.

“It was a clerical error,
which has been corrected. A
new income certificate has been
issued,” Dwivedi clarified.

Meanwhile, the Congress

Flood wreaks havoc

Dhamnagar blocks in Bhadrak
district remain waterlogged,
with farmlands, roads and
houses submerged.

“Rescue and relief operations
are in full swing, with teams on
the ground providing aid and
assistance. The administration
remains on high alert, contin-
uously monitoring the flood
situation and coordinating re-
lief operations,” said Bhadrak
Collector Dillip Routray.

The Flood Cell of the Depart-
ment of Water Resources is
functioning around the clock
to monitor the situation, offi-
cials said.

Two chief engineer-rank
officers were deputed to the
Subarnarekha and Baitarani
river basins to monitor the sit-
uation, they said. Higher Edu-
cation Minister Suryabanshi
Suraj inspected various sites
of the Baitarani embankment
in Bhadrak district.

A breach on the right bank of
the Jambhira river embankment
at Bodhi in the Rasgovindpur
block of Mayurbhanj district
was detected. The breach was
closed with sandbags, officials
said. A landslide was report-
ed from Sundargarh district,
blocking the Koida-Chunaghati
stretch of NH-520. The debris
were cleared from the road im-
mediately, they said. P5
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Party in Madhya Pradesh took
to social media to slam the
government for creating such
a blunder. They shared a post
along with the photo of the orig-
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Sensational draw

gj - Ravindra Jadeja, Washington

+ | Sundar and Shubman Gill strike
fine hundreds as India secure a
morale-boosting draw in 4th Test
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Girl child ‘sold’ for
320K; probe begins

POST NEWS NETWORK

Titilagarh, July 27: A couple
in Bagadera village under Titi-
lagarh block in Bolangir district
allegedly sold their one-month-
old daughter to an issueless
couple from Paikamal area of
Bargarh district for Rs 20,000.
After reports surfaced, a
four-member team from the
District Child Protection Unit
(DCPU) and Childline visited
the village to verify the claims.
Titilagarh police have ques-
tioned Neel Rana, the father
of the child. Sources said Rana
had three daughters with his
first wife who left him after a
dispute. He later remarried and
had two more daughters. The
youngest, born about a month
ago, was reportedly sold due to
the family’s extreme poverty.
Former minister and ex-Tit-
ilagarh MLA Tukuni Sahu vis-
ited the village and counselled
the mother against selling chil-
dren under any circumstances.
DCPU official Arun Khuas
said no formal complaint had
been received, but the probe was
initiated based on media reports.
Discussions are underway with
police to recover the infant, who
is believed to be in the custody of
the couple from Paikamal.
Authorities are working to
determine whether the incident
was an outright sale or an ille-
gal transfer disguised as adop-
tion. As of Sunday evening, the
infant had not been rescued.

City BJD corporator held for
rape, suspended from party

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 27: Bhu-
baneswar Municipal Corpora-
tion's BJD corporator Amaresh
Jena was arrested from Balas-
ore district Sunday in connec-
tion with a rape case registered
against him here and remanded
to 14-day judicial custody, po-
lice said.

The BJD suspended him from
the party immediately after his
arrest. Jena was booked under
various BNS Sections, including
rape, committing miscarriage
without a woman's permission,
obscene act and criminal intimi-
dation, and the POCSO Act.

As Jena was not available at
his house and remained incom-
municado, the police formed a
special squad and launched a
manhunt. “Finally, he was locat-
ed at a village in Nilagiri area
under the Berhampur police sta-
tion limits and apprehended by
the special squad,” Abhimanyu
Nayak, ACP, Zone-1V, said.

He was brought to the City
and produced before a POCSO
court, the officer said. Jena was
remanded to judicial custody for
14 days after his bail petition
was rejected, the police said.

Immediately after his arrest,
the BJD issued an office order
stating, “Amaresh Jena, Corpo-
rator, Bhubaneswar Municipal

faate 22072025
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Saurabh Dwived|

inal certificate on X, saying that
the government is on a mission
to make people poor.

“In MP Chief Minister Mo-
han Yadav's rule, we discovered

Corporation, is hereby suspend-
ed from the party with immedi-
ate effect.” The survivour, in a
written complaint at Laxmis-
agar Police Station earlier this
week, alleged that the corporator
sexually exploited her with the
promise of marriage when she
was 17 years old.

The complainant, now aged
19, accused Jena of committing
rape, foeticide, cheating, and
criminal intimidation.

She claimed that Jena took her
to Puri, got her engaged in phys-
ical relations, and in February
2024, when she was still a minor,
forced her to undergo an abor-
tion. The woman also alleged
that she was threatened and
directed not to reveal the matter
to anyone. While being taken to
Capital Hospital for medical ex-
amination, Jena said, “Archana
Nag has trapped me. I'm 100 per
cent sure she framed me. Ask
her, she'll reveal everything.”

Nag told reporters that she
had no connection with Je-
na's case. P4

MP farmer 'poorest man in India'

The document, signed
by tehsildar Saurabh
Dwivedi July 22, was
circulated on social
media, with netizens
calling Ramswaroop
the ‘poorest man in
the country’

India's poorest man! Annual
income: just Z3!” the Congress
party claimed in its post.
“Isn't it shocking? A mission
to make people poor? Because
now the chair itself eats the
commission,” the party alleged.




ANDERSON, NEESON CURTIS SLAMS TREATMENT OF
FUEL DATING RUMOURS AGING ACTORS IN INDUSTRY
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Rumours of a romance between Hollywood veteran Jamie Lee Curtis (66) has
Pamela Anderson and Liam Neeson revealed that she has been “self-retiring”

" gathered pace recently after the pair for the last three decades. Speaking to The
recreated the iconic scene in Titanic Guardian, she said this decision was influ-
and posted it to social media. The enced by her parents—notable Hollywood
pair have been on a promotional tour actors Janet Leigh and Tony Curtis—and their
of their latest movie Naked Gun. struggles with aging in the industry.
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§eo-z  lamannaah on SALMAN GIVES LIFE ADVICE
work-life balance

4

accuracy e reliability o frust gfg The actor has (g)nf%s?d that het}'lfas s?lid yes to thinlglsfin 1}i1fe which he
: idn’t want to, and it didn’t pay off really well for him.
SRR R The actor took to his Instagram, and shared a picture
of himself. He also penned a long note in the caption, as
he spoke about a life lesson, which his father, legendary
screenwriter Salim Khan shared with him recently.
He wrote, “Present becomes yr past, past catches up

H ARIES
You are likely to give in to ¥
the demands of your chil- -

dren today. Ganesha says Mumbai: Tamannaah Bhatia  individuals to find balance
it is for times like this that you labour so

hard. You will finish the tasks that you has joined the ongoing dis- within themselves. 2 your future, present is a gift, do right with it, mistakes
have been postponing for a long time. It course on work-life balance Tamannaah’s perspec- repeated becomes a habit n then your character, dont
is a good day for people in the medical in the film industry, a con-  tive reflects a broader senti- blame any 1, no 1 can make u do anything that
field and in the public sector. versation recently reignit- mentshared by many in the u don’t want to (sic)”.

cesscsscssscsscsscsccssssss | ed by Deepika Padukone’s  industry who advocate for
reported exit from Sandeep more humane working con-

l TAURUS o Reddy Vanga’s Spirit. Asper  ditions.

reports, Deepika opted out of Professionally, she

“My dad just said this to
me, it’s so true. Kash I heard
this earlier but never too

Today, you will be as creative late”, he added.

and competent as you can the project after the director = has a packed slate Earlier, Salman took
get. Your work style, the deft way you allegedly declined her request with VVAN: Force of to social media to ex-
handle things will awe and amaze your col- for an eight-hour workday. the Forest alongside press his happiness
leagues and superiors. Your subordinates Speaking at afashion event, ~ Sidharth Malho- / : over the warm
"?/t:g)?sv'i]lllgbrg):a;nagrreasrfggc?rggl?;g?;ﬁtded Tamannaah offered a differ-  tra,  Ranger e \ B support newcom-

will support and assist you to the utmost. ent take on the issue. She  with Ajay \ ers Ahaan Pan-

The project you are working will progress dismissed the conventional =~ Devgn day and Aneet

speedily. This will turn out to be an excep- notion of work-life balanceas  and Padda are re-

tionally fruitful day, assures Ganesha. unrealistic, emphasisingthe  Sanjay | ceiving from
cesessscssessssssessssssssss | iMportance of maintaining  Dutt, the film

personal equilibrium instead. and an industry.
. GEMINI “I think work-life balance is a untitled The actor
o it lie. You have to be balanced project shared his
You will listen t heart . ’ . . -
Osgrvjl,ur'iggdf’s‘ﬁe”[{t a?,i,iay and then work and life hap-  with o joy and
as you will be in a flood of pen. If you are balanced, then ~ John b wished
emotions today. This could mean that work-life balance ho jatahai,”  Abra- the debu-

you will be unable to distinguish between she said. She further noted  ham, re-

good and bad. However, looking back .
upon your day in the evening, you are that while contractual work  portedly

| ¢ Ananya’s ‘most

unlikely to regret any of the decisionsyou | terms H:ﬁy appeardideall'otn giregeg_t - -3 for their . . y
made, says Ganesha. paper, e ground reality y Rohl - journey

often involves long, irregular Shetty. \ ) ahead. terrl lng l I II I ent
cefceseeceesesseseereete | hours—making it essentialfor  acencies ‘ y TS 5
Il CANCER
You will begin the day with a M i: Bolly- M i: Al Panday i tly b
definite plan for a bright fu- umbai OlLly umbai: Ananya Panday is currently busy

wood icon Kareena Kapoor Khan
continues to impress fans not only with her
stellar performances but also with her honest and
heartwarming approach to motherhood. Known for
her dazzling on-screen presence, Kareena is equally
admired for being a hands-on mom, balancing her film
career with parenting duties. Whether it’s sharing glimpses
from family vacations, school runs, or bedtime stories with
her sons, she offers a refreshing take on what it means
to be a modern superstar mother.

Recently, Kareena struck a chord with parents
everywhere through a humorous and relatable post
on her Instagram story. She wrote, “Before I had Kkids,

I didn’t realise I could ruin someone’s
day by simply asking them
to brush their teeth.” The
b, ] witty remark brought
Ka ree n a S smiles to countless mothers,
offering a candid peek into the

\
) \ ta ke 0 n universal parenting struggles

that often go unspoken.

l'Ill p a re N ti ] g Unlike many celebrities,

shooting her upcoming romantic comedy
Tu Meri Main Tera, Main Tera Tu
Meri alongside Kartik Aaryan in
the scenic locales of Rajasthan.
Directed by Sameer Vidwans, the
film has been in production for
a while, with both lead actors
frequently sharing behind-
the-scenes glimpses that
have kept fans intrigued.
Recently, Ananya opened
up about experiencing
one of the most fright-
ening moments of her
life during the shoot.
In her Instagram
stories, the actress shared
photos capturing a surpris-
ing moment with a peacock.
While she was posing for the cam-
era, the peacock decided to join her
but ended up startling her, which she
described as the "most terrifying moment"
of her life. In the next photo, she revealed that
they made peace and posed together for a love-
ly picture. She also recently visited the famous
Kale Hanuman Ji Temple in Jaipur, where she
expressed her heartfelt gratitude.
Ananya has also been treating fans to vibrant
snippets from the shoot, showcasing the lively
and colorful backdrop of the film. Tu Meri Main
Tera, Main Tera Tu Meri is slated for a theatrical
release February 13, 2026—just in time for Valen-
tine’s Day, setting the stage for a romantic cine-
matic celebration.

Il SCORPIO SUDOKU

Try to take a chill pill as you FUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
may be worried about petty o '[ manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
issues today. Do not let them

; : CROSSWO RD the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
hinder your happiness and take a toll
on your health. However, the day looks I PEANUTS _

promising towards the end. Friends are
just a phone call away, call them and

ture. You will resolutely implement plans
that you have made thoughtfully. Such
methodical decisions will save you a lot of
time in the future. Ganesha says that you
will succeed in every endeavour today.

HlLEO

Your natural self-confidence
and capability will help you =
attain a position of strength
today. As a result, all your tasks will

be completed easily and you will reap
rewards greater than your expectations,
says Ganesha.
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H VIRGO
Ganesha says you realise the i
importance of family matters lg@, ™ %

today. You have great skills

when it comes to negotiations, and you

will use them in settling disputes amica-

bly. Ganesha says you have learned the
" lessons of life on staying level-headed,

and that you keenly believe that opposi-

tion eventually leads to progress.

H LIBRA K]

Ganesha says you will have

a good time with your family

members and will have fun with them.
You will also be able to organize a picnic
or a party for your family members and
enjoy the day with them. Ganesha says
you will go out for a trip to a religious
place or temple, which will enhance your
mind and ideas.

Kareena and her husband
Saif Ali Khan have open-
ly shared their parenting
journey. The couple welcomed
their first son, Taimur, December 20, 2016,
. who soon became a media darling. Their
| younger son, Jeh, born February 21,
| 2021, also captured fans’ hearts with
his adorable antics.
On the professional front, Kareena
was last seen in Singham Again, Ro-
hit Shetty’s high-octane action film
released during Diwali 2024.
AGENCIES

AGENCIES

set out for a destination unknown to & 1 2 5

- HE HAS I HAVE TELL HIM TO WEAR I HAVE MY
destress and rejuvenate. TENNIS ELBOW? A STRAP THAT | [|IT THE NEXT TIME)| | POUBTS, BUT ILL . . . ' .
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M SAGITTARIUS GNEAR
Suddenly, you become am- ~-
bidextrous and plan to multi

task today, says Ganesha. L=y
Your instincts will guide you today; trust
them and move ahead. You may come

across few challenges. But, anyway, who
wants an easy way out, right?

[l CAPRICORN

Actions speak louder than
words. Your sincere efforts
and honest intentions will
motivate others also to put in their best,
feels Ganesha. You'll be like a friend,
philosopher and guide to them. People

will follow you, but it has a darker side .:f':-
to as many will even over take you. It i
is certainly not a pleasant sight to see H N
opportunities pass by! i v
r Y
. AQUARIUS % Copyright ©2025 PuzzieJunction.com
=
You are disappointed and you o )
seek solace in spiritualty. > Acms‘s 20 Smat_gr 4 Harld woqd
Don't run away from the 7 Scarce material 5 Goliath, for one
problems; rather face them with strength 8 Irish accent 21 Harassed 6 Volga River
and confidence, advises Ganesha, to bring SR 5
your life back on track. With patience I BREVITY 9 Stomach woe 22 Decanted locale
and belief in the Almighty, you will be sail 10 Snake’s bane 23 Bread units 12 Flock watcher
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efforts you will succeed in achieving your
goals. While victory is a given, hard work a Tjaj4)8(2)9)6]1]5
will be necessary. In brief, today will be a ] Sl3|4|1)8 8T
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MONSOON SHOWERS

Commuters use umbrellas to protect

(@ Orissa
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downtown

HC issues notice to Info

Commission, Jajpur RMC

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 27: Ad-
judicating a petition con-
cerning transparency and ac-
countability in public institu-
tions, the Orissa High Court
has issued notice to the State
Information Commission and
Regulated Market Committee
(RMC), Jajpur.

Taking cognisance of a
writ petition filed by Shan-
tilata Sahoo, a resident of
Jajpur district, challenging
the decision of the State In-
formation Commission in a
Right to Information (RTI)
case, the High Court issued
notices seeking compliance
report from both the govern-
ment-run institutions.

The petitioner, represented
by lawyer Akhand, moved the
High Court under Articles 226
and 227 of the Constitution,
seeking to set aside the decision
dated May 15, 2025, passed by
the State Information Com-
missioner. The Information

THE PETITIONER HAD
SOUGHT DETAILS REGARDING
DISCIPLINARY ACTION TAKEN
AGAINST HER LATE HUSBAND,
A FORMER EMPLOYEE OF THE
JAJPUR RMC, UNDER RTI ACT

Commissioner had dismissed
the appeal by holding that the
RMC is not a ‘public authority’
under RTI Act, 2005, and hence
it is not obliged to furnish the
information sought.

The petitioner had sought
details regarding disciplinary
action taken against her late
husband, a former employee
of the RMC, under RTI Act.
Despite directions from the
First Appellate Authority to

provide full information, the
RMC allegedly failed to comply.

In her writ petition, Sahoo ar-
gued that RMCs are established
by state government under
Orissa Agricultural Produce
Markets Act, 1956, and hence
clearly fall within the definition
of “public authority” under Sec-
tion 2(h) of RTI Act.

When the matter came up
for hearing July 21, the High
Court noted that the State
Information Commissioner
had dismissed the second
appeal without giving the
petitioner an opportunity
to rebut the legal precedents
cited by the Commission.
Terming this as ‘procedur-
al lapse’, the court observed
that the petitioner was de-
nied a fair hearing.

The HC, taking note of the is-
sue, issued notice to the Odisha
Information Commission and
RMC, Jajpur to submit their re-
spective replies. The matter has
been listed for further hearing
August 26 next.

Elevated corridor to
ease traffic snarl

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, July 27: In a bid to
curb chronic traffic congestions
in the Silver City, authorities
have approved the construction
of an elevated corridor stretch-
ing from OMP Square to Kan-
darpur, according to Cuttack
MP Bhartruhari Mahtab.

The Rs 640-crore project aims
to streamline transportation
and reduce gridlock in the bus-
tling city, a key economic hub
in the state.

Mahtab said that discus-
sions with Union Road Trans-
port and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari have been final-
ised, and the detailed project
report (DPR) is complete.
“The project is on the verge
of receiving final approval,
and construction is expect-
ed to begin within the next
three months,” Mahtab said
Sunday.

The elevated corridor is
designed to improve connec-
tivity and reduce travel time
for commuters navigating
Cuttack’s busy streets. Lo-
cal officials anticipate the
infrastructure upgrade will
not only ease traffic bottle-
necks but also spur econom-
ic growth by facilitating
smoother movement of goods
and people.

themselves from heavy rain that
lashed Bhubaneswar due to the
impact of a low pressure area formed
over Bay of Bengal, Sunday

Lok Adalat resolves over 500 cases

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 27: A dis-
trict-level Lok Adalat was suc-
cessfully organised Sunday, in
accordance with the directives
of the Odisha State Legal Ser-
vices Authority (OSLSA) at
District Court, Bhubaneswar,
and focused exclusively on re-
solving cheque bounce cases.

Presided over by District
Legal Services Authority (DL-
SA), Bhubaneswar chairman
and District and Sessions
Judge Biranchi Narayan
Mohanty, the Lok Adalat
aimed to provide quick and
amicable resolution to pend-
ing disputes through mutual
settlement.

A total of 1,443 cases were
brought before the Lok Adalat

from various criminal courts
across the district. Of these,
522 cases were successfully
resolved through compromise
and mutual agreement between
the parties involved. The total
settlement amount reached a

substantial Rs 7,04,52,903.

DLSA secretary Salomi Sa-
hoo extended her sincere appre-
ciation to the first-class judicial
officers and other contributors
for their support and coopera-
tion, which led to the success of
the initiative.

Also present at the event
were registrar Sabyasachi
Pradhan, court manager Sha-
shikant Pradhan, and other
judicial and administrative
staff, whose coordinated efforts
facilitated the smooth conduct
of the Lok Adalat.

This initiative reinforces
the role of Lok Adalats as a
vital component of country’s
alternative dispute resolution
system, ensuring timely and
cost-effective justice delivery
at the grassroots level.
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Keonjhar ‘kirtan’ troupe draws PM’s praise

IN HIS MONTHLY ‘MANN KI BAAT’ RADIO BROADCAST, PM NARENDRA MODI ALSO SAID MORE
THAN 650 TRIBAL WOMEN HAVE REVIVED THE SANTALI SAREE IN MAYURBHANIJ DISTRICT

Ashram here, according to an of-
ficial statement.

Majhi also explained to them
about the purpose and motiva-
tional aspects of the PM’s pro-
gramme.

He advised the children to
study well and work hard to
achieve success in their lives, ac-
cording to the statement issued by
the chief minister's office (CMO).

On this occasion, the Chief Min-
ister planted a neem sapling on
the ashram premises.

State BJP president Monmohan
Samal and the party’s in-charge
Vijaypal Singh Tomar have also
listened to the PM’s programme
at two places in the state capital.

2009 (both dates inclusive).

ONLINE EXAMINATION:
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Pramila Pradhan of Keonjhar A woman from Mayurbhanj weaves a Santall saree OP PHOTOS
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NOTIFICATION
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 27: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Sunday
praised tribal women from Ma-
yurbhanj district for the revival
of Santali sarees and hailed Pra-
mila Pradhan of Keonjhar for cre-
ating awareness among people to
protect the environment and pre-
vent forest fire.

In his monthly ‘Mann Ki Baat’
radio broadcast, the PM said
more than 650 tribal women have
revived the Santali saree in Ma-
yurbhanj.

Now, these women are earning
thousands of rupees every month,
and they are not just making
cloth, but also carving their own

identity, he said.

The PM also appreciated the ef-
forts made by Pramila Pradhan
of Keonjhar district for creating
awareness through Sankirtan to
protect the environment and pre-
vent forest fire.

“The most beautiful glimpse of
India’s diversity is found in our
folk songs and traditions, and our
bhajans and Kkirtans are a part of
this. But have you ever heard that
people are made aware of forest
fires through kirtans? You may
not believe it, but amazing work
is happening in Keonjhar district
of Odisha,” Modi said in his radio
programme.

A group, named ‘Radhakrishna
Sankirtan Mandali’, chants the

mantra of environmental protec-
tion. The inspiration behind the
initiative is Pramila Pradhan, he
said.

To protect the forest and the
environment, she has added new
lyrics and new messages to tra-
ditional songs. Her troupe visits
villages and makes the people
understand how much damage a
forest fire causes, the PM stated.

“This example reminds us that
our folk traditions are not some-
thing of the past; they still have
the power to give direction to so-
ciety,” he added.

Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi listened to the 124th episode
of the PM’s radio programme with
the children of Vanavasi Kalyan
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ODISHA RAINBOW PRIDE WALK 2025

Desplte ram Clty draped in colours of ‘Pride’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 27: A vibrant
celebration of gender and sexual diver-
sity, showcasing powerful assertion of
rights, identity, and dignity, hundreds
of individuals from Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, Transgender, Intersex, Queer,
and Asexual (LGBTIQA++) commu-
nities, along with their supporters,
gathered in the Capital city Sunday,
braving heavy rains to participate in
Odisha Rainbow Pride Walk 2025.
The annual pride walk, organised
by a coalition of advocacy and com-
munity-based organisations including

Sakha, Third Gender Welfare Trust
(TWT), Solidarity and Action Against
the HIV Infection in India (SAATHII),
Centre for Advocacy and Research
(CFAR), SINI, SAKHI, The Human-
ity, civil society groups, and other
LGBTIQA+ organisations, commenced
from Master Canteen Square and con-
cluded at Subham Market Complex.
“The community gathers to cele-
brate the full spectrum of human sexu-
alities, genders and to renew its pledge
to challenge and change social norms
that deny people their rights because
of who they are or whom they love,”
said Meghna Sahoo, an organising

member of the rally.

Odisha has witnessed significant
legal and social strides in advancing
LGBTIQA+ rights since the first-ever
pride walk in 2009. Some of the land-
mark milestones include, the Nation-
al Legal Services Authority (NALSA)
verdict of 2014, recognising the right
of transgender individuals to self-iden-
tify their gender; decriminalisation of
Section 377 in 2018) marking a histor-
ic moment for equality by legalising
consensual same-sex relationships;
progressive rulings by Orissa High
Court affirming the rights such as co-
habitation, protection, and access to
state benefits like family pensions for
transgender and queer individuals.

Additionally, government welfare
initiatives such as ‘Sweekruti’ scheme
and the national ‘SMILE’ scheme have
provided critical support to transgen-
der individuals across the state and
country.

“Despite these achievements, mem-
bers of LGBTIQA+ community contin-
ue to face systemic discrimination, so-
cial exclusion, and violence,” Pradosh
Das, one of the participants. Pride
walks and awareness drives play a cru-
cial role in seeking visibility, inclusion,
and equality in every sphere of life—le-
gal, social, economic and cultural.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, July 27: The Nation-
al Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has taken serious note
of the alleged brutal murder of
22-year-old labourer Arjit Jena,
who was employed at a private
stone crusher unit in Jajpur dis-
trict. The Commission has issued
notices to the District Magistrate
and Superintendent of Police,
seeking an Action Taken Report
(ATR) within four weeks amid
allegations of torture, threats,
and police inaction.

The complaint, filed by rights
activist Srikant Pakal, states
that Jena—hailing from Ja-
raka village—had worked for
three months at the Padmabati
Crusher Unit in Dharmashala
block, allegedly owned by
Gyanaranjan Mohapatra and
operated by his relatives,
Hemant and Rony.

The incident reportedly took
place April 27, when Arjit Je-

Man held for rape bid
on FM asst prof’s wife

Balasore: A man has been arrested
for allegedly attempting to rape

the wife of an assistant professor
of Fakir Mohan (FM) University

in Balasore district at his official
quarters on the campus, police said
Sunday. The incident took place
Saturday afternoon when the man,
posing as an LPG cylinder mechanic,
entered the assistant professor's
quarters. The accused rang the
doorbell and the woman opened the
door. He offered a routine check of
the LPG cylinder in the kitchen. Once
he entered the house, he allegedly
locked the door and attempted

to catch hold of the woman, her
husband said in a complaint with
Remuna police station. However, the
woman could manage to escape and
locked herself in another room, called
up her husband and screamed for
help. The security personnel present
at the colony gates rushed to the
house and managed to overpower
the accused. He was handed over

to the police. The accused has

been identified as Shankar Patra, a
resident of Nilagiri area in Balasore
district. The incident sparked tension
on the Fakir Mohan University
campus which houses official
quarters and women's hostels.

CLASSIFIED

By virtue of an affidavit
sworn before Executive
Magistrate, Bhadrak,
dtd- 07.07.2025, I, Sunita
Sutar, D/o- Sudarsan
Sutar, Vill- Budang,
P.O.- Dolasahi, P.S.-
Tihidi, Dist.- Bhadrak,
PIN- 756127, declare
that I have changed

my name from Sumati
Sutar to Sunita Sutar.
Henceforth, I shall be
known as Sunita Sutar
for all purposes.

LOST

I, Priya Ranjan Behera
(31), S/0 - Mohan
Behera, A/P - Bori,

PS - Gangapur, At

- Satyabadi Nagar,

PO - Gamundi, PS -
Bhanjanagar, Ganjam,
while I was shifting
my house on dated -
23.07.2025, I lost my
original grade sheets
vide Sl No. - 194308,
237856, 00264083 and
00266951 and Degree
Certificate Vide Sl

No. - D08160101189
having Registered No.
1101204103 issued by
BPUT Rourkela, Odisha
some where and could
not traced out. Anybody
who found may contact
to given police stations
the above.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.

na failed to return home from
work. Concerned, his family
visited the crusher unit and lat-
er the owner’s residence, where
they found him semi-conscious
and critically injured. The com-
plaint alleges Arjit was brutal-
ly assaulted—beaten with an
iron rod, burned with heated
metal, struck in the chest with
a puncture pipe, and kicked in
the groin, leaving him bleeding.
He was allegedly chained and
left helpless.

His family further claims
they were held at gunpoint,
forced to sign blank papers,
and had Arjit’s Aadhaar card
seized. Despite their resistance,
they were reportedly filmed
while being coerced into sub-
mission.

Out of fear, the family waited
until April 28 to admit Arjit to
Dharmashala Primary Health
Centre, from where he was re-
ferred to SCB Medical College
and Hospital in Cuttack. After

downtown

NHRC seeks ATR on labourer's murder

battling for four days, Arjit suc-
cumbed to his injuries May 1.

Even after his death, the fam-
ily alleges that local police re-
fused to register an FIR against
the accused, reportedly due to
their political clout and finan-
cial influence.

The NHRC, after reviewing
the complaint dated May 6,
placed the matter before the
Commission July 25. A bench
headed by member Priyank
Kanoongo observed that the
allegations point to prima fa-
cie serious human rights vio-
lations. The Commission has
directed the Jajpur DM and
SP to conduct an inquiry and

submit an Action Taken Report
(ATR) within four weeks.

It also instructed that all of-
ficial communication be made
exclusively through the HRC-
Net portal, clarifying that email
responses will not be accepted.

Activist Srikant Pakal has
called for a judicial inquiry by
the NHRC, strict criminal ac-
tion against the accused, and
%50 lakh compensation for the
victim’s family, citing grave
human rights violations. “This
was not just a murder—it was
a cold-blooded act of torture
against a helpless young man
who was simply trying to earn
a living,” Pakal said.

The incident has sparked
outrage among local labour
rights groups and civil society
organisations, who allege that
migrant and informal workers
continue to face exploitation
and violence under the shield
of political and corporate in-
fluence.

Experts urge responsible living &
digital innovation in conservation

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 27: Ahead
of World Nature Conservation
Day (July 28), Odisha reso-
nated with calls for collective
environmental responsibil-
ity, tech-driven innovation,
and deep respect for nature’s
bounty. Observed annually,
the day highlights the urgent
global need to conserve natu-
ral resources, safeguard biodi-
versity, and foster sustainable
lifestyles.

This year’s theme, “Connect-
ing People and Plants: Exploring
Digital Innovation in Wildlife
Conservation”, underscores the
significance of technology in safe-
guarding ecosystems while foster-
ing human-nature connections.
Environmentalists, scientists,
and educators from across the
state gathered in Bhubaneswar to
discuss practical steps for sustain-
able development and ecological
preservation.

Wildlife biologist and found-
er of Bikash Saathi, Biswajeet
Panda, emphasised Odisha’s
rich but fragile biodiversity.
“The state harbors numerous
endemic and cryptic species
that are vital for ecological
balance. But fragmented habi-
tats are slowly eroding this bal-
ance,” he said. Panda stressed
the need for responsible conser-
vation and habitat restoration,
urging citizens to “Restore with
Respect” to protect the land-
scape for future generations.

He likened nature to a nur-
turing mother, offering suste-
nance and healing without de-
mand. “Preserving nature is not
a choice—it’s a responsibility.

Respecting nature is respecting
life itself,” Panda added.

Noted environmentalist Jaya
Krushna Panigrahi highlighted
the importance of integrating
digital tools into conservation
strategies. “From Al to GIS,
and remote sensing to mobile
apps—modern technology can
transform conservation into a
mission-mode effort,” he said.
Panigrahi reiterated the need to
preserve plant communities and
maintain the quality of abiotic
elements like soil, air, and water.

Ahead of the global obser-
vance, an awareness event in
Bhubaneswar brought togeth-
er young faculty, students,
and scientists. Organised by
Science for Common People
Society (SCOPES) in collabora-
tion with SOA University, the
Indian Meteorological Society
(IMS) Bhubaneswar Chapter,
and Trident Academy of Tech-
nology, the event sought to gal-
vanize youth around the cause
of conservation.

Dr Prabodh Mohanty, MD
of SNM Group and president
of the Utkal Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries, ad-
dressed the gathering as Chief
Guest. Acknowledging the
historical environmental toll
of industrialisation, he point-
ed to recent shifts towards

eco-friendly business practic-
es. “Industries are increasing-
ly adopting green technologies
due to evolving regulations
and public expectations,” he
said, encouraging technical
students to blend development
with responsibility.

Dr Bijay Ketan Patnaik,
vice president of SCOPES and
former PCCF, delivered the
keynote address, stressing the
urgent need for sustainable
growth in the face of environ-
mental challenges.

Prof UC Mohanty, president
of SCOPES and a renowned
climate scientist from SOA
University, delved into the sci-
ence behind climate change and
ecosystem interdependencies.
He emphasized simplifying
complex scientific ideas to in-
volve the public in participa-
tory conservation efforts. “Re-
ducing our carbon footprints is
crucial to mitigating climate
extremes,” he noted.

Dr Manorama Mohanty, di-
rector of IMD Bhubaneswar
and Co-Chairperson of IMS —
Bhubaneswar, drew attention
to the increasing frequency of
extreme weather events. She
stressed the role of communi-
ty-level engagement and IMD’s
impact-based warning systems
in building climate resilience.

REGALING POSE: Dancer Swapna Dutta performs Odissi during Naba Gunjan Utsav organised by Gunjan Dance

Academy at Kala Vikas Kendra in Cuttack, Sunday

OP PHOTO

Hubby has been trapped: Jena’s wife

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 27: Hours
after the arrest of Bhubaneswar
BJD corporator Amaresh Jena
in connection with a rape case
registered against him in the
state capital, his wife claimed
that her husband is a victim of
a political conspiracy.

“My husband is a senior cor-
porator of ward 45 in the BMC.
He has been trapped,” she said.

She also claimed that her
husband surrendered before
the police. A senior officer,
however, said that Jena was
staying in a village in Nilgiri
area, which is close to the forest
and could escape from there if

Odisha’s maritime push gathers full steam

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 27: With
a forward-looking, policy-driv-
en approach, Odisha is making
strategic strides to revitalise its
maritime sector. Spearheaded
by the Odisha Maritime Board
and led by the Commerce &
Transport department, the
state is focusing on modernis-
ing and expanding key ports.
These initiatives aim to build
strong port-linked economic
ecosystems, driving long-term
growth and coastal prosperity.

Odisha’s maritime trade and
logistics network has gained
significant momentum, both at
the domestic and global levels.
Non-major ports now boast a
combined cargo handling ca-
pacity of 80 MTPA. In FY 2024-
25, Dhamra Port handled 46.08
MTPA, while Gopalpur Port
managed 6 MTPA, contribut-
ing to a substantial state reve-
nue o0f%306.15 crore. Meanwhile,
Paradip Port Authority retained
its position as India’s top major
port by handling 150.41 MTPA

cargo during the same period.

The introduction of advanced
port technologies and deeper
berths is opening new avenues
for trade, industry, and region-
al integration. Internationally,
improved connectivity through
Dhamra and Gopalpur ports
has made Odisha a crucial hub
for global commerce, enhanc-
ing export-import ties and
market access. Domestically,
focus on better coastal shipping
routes and feeder services have
improved connectivity to indus-
trial and agricultural centres,
ensuring seamless last-mile
delivery of goods.

The execution of concession
agreement with JSW Utkal
Steel Limited for the establish-
ment of a captive jetty to han-

dle cargo for its Integrated Steel
Plant highlights the state’s ded-
ication to supporting industri-
al growth through specialised
maritime infrastructure. The
said project shall bring a whop-
ping investment of 32,104 crore
and employment generation (di-
rect & indirect) of nearly 3,450
persons.

On the other hand, the con-
cession agreement with the Go-
palpur Ports Ltd. has also been
revised to bring into effect the
shareholding change of 95 per
cent equity shares to Adani
Ports & SEZ. This shall bring
in an investment of 316,554
crore with direct and indirect
employment generation of
about 5,000 people. The efforts
emphasise the holistic, strate-

gic and economic development
of the state through leveraging
its coastline.

Odisha’s maritime strategy
stands out due to its emphasis
on sustainability, integrated
logistics, and network via-
bility, coupled with a strong
focus on safety and skill de-
velopment. The pioneering
focus on multi-modal logistics
integration at these ports is im-
proving operational efficiency
and laying the groundwork for
well-planned, sustainable port
development across the state.

To strengthen maritime
training, simulators have been
installed at the Crew Training
Institute, Chandbali, and the
Odisha Maritime Academy,
providing hands-on ship op-
eration experience. In a par-
allel move to enhance safety
in inland water transport, the
Directorate of Ports & IWT
has distributed around 35,000
life-saving devices—including
lifebuoys, life jackets, and fire
extinguishers—to boat owners,
with a 95 per cent subsidy.

any police were conducting an
operation to apprehend him.

Meanwhile, a political slug-
fest began over Jena's arrest.

BJD Bhubaneswar president
Ashok Panda told reporters
that Jena's suspension would
not affect the party.

“No one is indispensable in
the BJD. I reiterate that the
law will take its own course.
The BJD has acted immediate-
ly as soon as Jena was arrested
by the police. We stand by the
party's pro-women ideology,”
Panda said.

Ruling BJP spokesperson
Anil Biswal claimed that the
complainant was being “sexual-
ly abused since 2023, but could

not lodge a complaint due to
fear and political pressure un-
der the BJD regime”.

“Now that there's faith in
the system, she finally came
forward. Justice will now pre-
vail,” he said.

“Those (BJD leadership) who
suspended Jena from the party
should also take up the moral
responsibility if they are truly
sensitive to the issue,” Biswal
added. Saturday night, the po-
lice arrested five aides of Jena
for allegedly providing convey-
ance and assisting Amresh Je-
na to evade the arrest.

The police have recorded the
statement of the woman, and she
also underwent a medical test.
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Rape victim delivers
stillborn; another girl
raped in Malkangiri

POST NEWS NETWORK

Malkangiri/Korukonda,

July 27: Two minor girls were
allegedly raped while one of
them delivered a stillborn af-
ter being impregnated by the
accused youth in separate in-
cidents under Mudulipada and
Orkel police limits in Malkan-
giri district, police said Sunday.

In the first incident, a minor
girl was impregnated after be-
ing allegedly raped by a youth
10 months back under Muduli-
pada police limits. She delivered
a stillborn baby boy Saturday.
Police arrested a youth in
this connection and launched
an investigation after family
members lodged a complaint at
Mudulipada police station the
same day.

Similarly, a minor girl was
allegedly raped by a youth on
the pretext of offering lift on
his bike and dropping her at
her maternal uncle’s house
under Orkel police limits in
Malkangiri district July 20. He
took her to Chitrakonda dam
and raped her in Hatimaba jun-
gle while returning the same
day evening.

The girl’s family members
lodged a complaint at the Orkel
police station Saturday. Police
registered a case and arrested a
youth identified as Daya Madhi,
27, in this connection Sunday.

State

Fifth wave of flooding in Subarnarekha

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhograi/Baliapal, July 27:
The Subarnarekha surged
again Sunday morning, mark-
ing the fifth wave of flooding in
Balasore district and cutting off
multiple low-lying villages as
water levels rose sharply above
the danger mark.

At 7am, the river’s water
level at Rajghat was recorded
at 9.16 metres, by 3pm it rose to
10.97 metres — well above the
danger threshold — prompting
fears of a major flood. By late
Sunday night the river swelled
to 11.44 metres.

Officials said discharge of
6,000 cusec water from 13 open

gates of the Galudih barrage
Saturday afternoon caused the
sudden rise. The barrage had
exceeded its storage capacity,
and authorities warned this
may be the biggest flood of the
year in the Subarnarekha. No-
tably, since the first wave of
flood June 20, water levels have
continued to swell in the river.

Floodwaters had breached
both banks of the Subarnarekha
by Sunday morning, inundat-
ing parts of Bhograi, Baliapal,
Basta and Jaleswar blocks, as
well as several panchayats in
Mayurbhanj district. Villag-
es in low-lying areas became
isolated, and police were seen
deployed in the worst-hit zones.

While floodwaters had not

fully receded from low-lying vil-
lages in Bhogarai and Baliapal
blocks, the fifth wave of flood
has further disrupted daily
life. Over 100 villages across 20
panchayats in Bhogarai, 12 in
Baliapal, and six in Jaleswar
have been submerged, affect-
ing lakhs of people who remain
stranded without access to ba-
sic services.

Major village roads and key

thoroughfares are submerged
and swept by strong currents,
cutting off inter-village con-
nectivity. Many residents have
taken shelter in elevated puc-
ca houses, while others have
moved to designated cyclone

Bargarh turns hub of narcotics

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargarh, July 27: The boom-
ing narcotics trade in Bargarh
district has become a matter of
growing public concern as drug
traffickers continue to operate
despite police crackdown lead-
ing to frequent arrests and sei-
zure of large quantities of var-
ious intoxicants.

In the latest crackdown, Bar-
garh Town police Saturday
seized 1,970 bottles of cough syr-
up, which is widely misused as
an intoxicant, from the Bishipa-
ra area. Officers also seized 1,000
banned tablets, a Royal Enfield
Bullet motorcycle, and two mo-
bile phones. Three suspects,
including two brothers, were
arrested during the operation.

The accused have been iden-
tified as Uttam Sindria, 26, of
Bishipara, Rohit Gadtia, 26, and
his younger brother Ritik Gad-
tia, 22, of Harijanpada. A case
(373/25) has been registered at
Bargarh Town police station
and the three were remanded to
Bargarh jail after a local court
denied them bail.

This haul follows a major
seizure less than a week earli-
er, when police recovered 2,171
bottles of cough syrup July
21 from the same locality and
arrested seven individuals,
including a married couple.
In total, 4,141 bottles of cough
syrup have been seized from
Bishipara within a week — a
figure that has sparked alarm
across the town.

Transforming villages: TPSODL
expands Model GP |n|t|at|ve

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, July 27: TP
Southern Odisha Distribution
Limited (TPSODL) continues
its transformative journey
towards rural empowerment
by extending its “Model Gram
Panchayat (GP)” initiative to
14 more GPs across southern
Odisha. Earlier, the company
successfully achieved its vi-
sion by developing 113 Model
GPs, benefiting around 2 lakh
people in the region.

This initiative, rooted in
TPSODL’s commitment to
“enhance customer experi-
ence through reliable power
supply and quality services”,
focuses on improving the lives
of rural consumers by offering
a superior experience in areas
such as power supply reli-
ability, timely metre reading
and billing, new connections,
grievance redressal, and over-
all customer support. It also
emphasises electrical safety,
community awareness, and
digital empowerment.

The Model GP programme
is specially designed for GPs
that require reliability im-
provement and safety aware-

ness. These villages, selected
from across TPSODL’s eight
operational districts, are now
witnessing transformation in
the quality of services.

Speaking on the initiative,
TPSODL CEO Amit Kumar
Garg said, “We remain com-
mitted to driving inclusive
growth through the Model GP
initiative. This programme is
not only about better power
supply, it’s about building
empowered communities.
By integrating digital tech-
nology, safety, and quality
service, we are developing a
robust and consumer-centric
power distribution system in
rural areas.”

With this expansion, the to-
tal number of model GPs has
reached 127. This initiative
now spans across eight dis-
tricts of southern Odisha.

Additional Superintendent
of Police (Western Range) In-
durekha Paschimkabat, ad-
dressing a press briefing, said
police had intensified their
campaign against narcotics
and formed a dedicated unit to
deal with the issue. Acting on
a tip-off, the team conducted
Saturday’s raid and achieved
what she termed a “significant
breakthrough”. She added that
similar operations will contin-
ue in the days ahead.

Despite repeated efforts, the
rise in narcotics trade — par-
ticularly in Bishipara — has
led locals to question whether
the dealers are receiving covert
protection. The brazenness
of the illegal operations has
prompted speculation and dis-

content, as residents say drug
peddlers appear to be outma-
noeuvring law enforcement.

The latest arrests come close

on the heels of several similar
crackdowns. A couple was ar-
rested from Bishipara July 22
with seizure of 70 gram brown
sugar. Three people were taken
into custody from Ghulipali Ch-
hak with 50 grams brown sugar
July 18. Earlier, a woman was
arrested by Excise officials with
12.3 grams brown sugar July 8.

Although authorities insist

the anti-drugs drive is ongoing,
the recurring nature of seizures
and the increasing quantities
involved have sparked intense
debate in Bargarh over the ef-
fectiveness of the current ap-
proach.

Lakhs affected; several
villages cut off once again

Rescue visuals show people
using country boats and
banana rafts to move between
villages

shelters with their children and
livestock. The local administra-
tion deployed motorised boats
to evacuate people.

Rescue visuals show people
using country boats and banana
rafts to move between villages.
In response, the district admin-
istration has alerted block de-
velopment officers (BDOs), te-
hsildars, and other government
officials via virtual meetings to

remain vigilant and ready for
emergency response.
Similarly, five panchayats
including Solampur, Malda,
Rahania, Napang and Kurigaon
under Bhandaripokhari block
in Bhadrak district have been
waterlogged despite floodwater
flowing below the danger mark
at 18.33 metre at 12 noon Sun-
day. Thousands of hectares of
farmlands and roads connect-
ing these panchayats have been
submerged disrupting commu-
nication in these areas.
Officials said the situation
may deteriorate if rainfall con-
tinues or further discharge is
required from the barrage. Res-
idents in vulnerable areas have
been advised to stay alert.

Kandhamal man trampled,
dismembered by elephant

POST NEWS NETWORK

G Udayagiri, July 27: In yet
another incident of human-an-
imal conflict, a wild elephant
trampled and dismembered a
55-year-old labourer on the out-
skirts of this Kandhamal town
Saturday evening, police said.
This gory death has sparked
anger among villagers who say
officials ignored repeated warn-
ings about the rampaging herd.

Samanta Digal of Malansuga
village was walking home from
work with two companions
when the elephant charged at
them near Pajimaha, about 2
km from G Udayagiri, accord-
ing to eyewitness Sanjeeb
Pradhan. Digal was caught by
the trunk, trampled and torn
apart. The others escaped
death by a whisker.

Forest range officers
Prashanta Sahu and Rasmita
Buxi reached the scene with

senior police officers Sunday
morning — 18 hours after the
attack. They promised com-
pensation to the family and
said that they had briefed the
divisional forest officer, who
had yet to appear, fuelling res-
idents’ frustration.

Villagers said elephant in-
cursions have destroyed crops
and claimed lives for months,
yet authorities have taken no
concrete step to drive the ani-
mals back into the forest. Some
warned they would kill the el-
ephants themselves if officials
failed to act swiftly.

Police recovered Digal’s
scattered remains for a
post-mortem.

The incident is the first in
the area in which a victim was
mutilated. It has intensified
criticism of what locals call a
slow and inadequate response
to escalating human-elephant
conflict.

NIT Rourkela’s Institute of Counselling
Services saved lives of 8 students last yr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Rourkela, July 27:
The Institute Counselling Ser-
vices (ICS) at National Institute
of Technology (NIT), Rourkela,
a dedicated initiative support-
ing students’ emotional, aca-
demic, and psychological needs,
has helped save eight lives last
year, according to officials.

Since its inception in 2017,
ICS has grown into a robust
support network that includes
professional counsellors, psy-
chiatrists, faculty advisers and
peer mentors, they said.

Over the past year, NIT Ro-
urkela’s ICS has successfully
intervened to save eight lives
through its coordinated ef-
forts. It conducted over 2,000
online and offline sessions
with 987 students.

“As a result, the institute
successfully addressed the
concerns of students fighting
depression and self-harming
symptoms and ensured com-
plete support from its peer
mentor and institute’s quick re-
sponse team,” said RK Biswal,

head of ICS, NIT Rourkela.

Biswal said that based on the

counselling requests received,
ICS counsellors have recorded
that academic self-improve-
ment is the most common rea-
son for which students seek
guidance and support for.

“Many a times, students

struggle with anger, procras-
tination, time management,
focus,
which results in overthinking,
low self-esteem and sleep prob-
lems which add to their mental
stress. Problem in relationships
with parents, friends, and part-
ners often lead to emotional iso-
lation and confusion, as many
students hesitate to share their
feeling with others.”

and decision-making

“Career related anxiety is
another challenge for which
students seek guidance and
support. They often feel un-
sure about their academic and
career choices which in some
cases have led to depression
and substance abuse leading
to financial struggles,” he said.

In special cases, if needed,
ICS also contacts the families
of students and advises tempo-
rary break from the academic
responsibilities.

“Students are encouraged to
focus on their recovery with
parental support and can only
return once they provide a med-
ical certificate confirming their
emotional stability. Additional-
ly, at the time of rejoining the

institute, ICS psychiatric team
also conducts a fitness assess-
ment to ensure they are ready
to resume their studies.”

“The institute has estab-
lished a structured mentorship
system where every 10 first-
year students are paired with
a senior batch student who is
a trained mentor. These men-
tors ensure they navigate their
juniors with the emotional and
academic challenges in their
first two-years at NIT Rourke-
la,” Biswal said.

Additionally, to ensure time-
ly resolution of hostel-related
problems, hostel wardens and
assistant wardens have been
made part of the ICS advisors
with the other half being facul-
ty advisors.

“These advisors are trained
to identify early signs of emo-
tional distress. Since they are
often the first point of contact
for many students, they notify
the ICS staff, which initiates a
series of appropriate follow-up
actions such as mentor coun-
selling or psychiatric therapy
sessions,” the ICS chief said.

Woman’s body found
in pool of blood;
hushand on the run

POST NEWS NETWORK

Basudevpur, July 27: A
45-year-old woman was found
dead in a pool of blood inside
her house in Parapokhari vil-
lage under Kasia Marine police
limits and this block early Sun-
day morning. It is suspected
that the woman’s husband
killed her with a sharp weap-
on before fleeing, police said.

Following preliminary in-
vestigation, police said the
victim, Gurubari Jena, is be-
lieved to have been attacked
late Saturday night by her hus-
band, Gopinath Jena, 58, over a
dispute related to money. Gu-
rubari had reportedly sold part
of her ancestral land recently
and kept the proceeds, which
allegedly triggered repeated
quarrels.

Police said her body bore
deep injuries on the head, arms
and torso, indicating she was
axed multiple times. Excessive
bleeding is believed to have
caused her death.

Kasia Marine police sta-
tion Officer-In-Charge Sabitri
Panda, SDPO Bichitrananda
Sethi, and a forensic team from
Bhadrak visited the scene and
launched an investigation. The
woman’s body has been sent to
Bhadrak District Headquarters
Hospital for autopsy.

Police sources said Go-
pinath was originally from
Adhua village and Gurubari
was his second wife. They
had two sons and a daughter,
all of whom are married and
live elsewhere. The couple had
been living alone.

The victim’s daughter
Kunilata filed a formal com-
plaint, leading police to reg-
ister a murder case (113/25).
Police said Gopinath is ab-
sconding but is expected to
be arrested soon.

Residents and local leaders
have demanded justice and im-
mediate arrest of the accused.

Man beaten to
death by wife

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rajgangpur, July 27: A man
was brutally beaten to death .
by his wife with a crowbar fol-
lowing a tiff between the couple
over his regular boozing habits
at Kadeidipa village under Sag-
jor panchayat and this police
limits in Sundargarh district
late Saturday night.

The victim was identified as
Sudip Bara, 30, and his accused
wife as Sangeeta Bara, 25. Ra-
jgangpur police arrested the
woman and seized the murder
weapon, Kansbahal police Offi-
cer In-Charge Prabhasiraman
Singh said. A case was regis-
tered in this connection and the
accused will be produced in the
court Monday, the OIC said.

The OIC said that Sudip, who
was an alcoholic, used to stay
with his wife Sangeeta and two
sons in the village. He used to
come home drunk regularly
and pick up a quarrel with his
wife.

The incident occurred when
he again returned home drunk
Saturday night and quarreled
with his wife. Enraged, his wife
picked up a crowbar and bru-
tally thrashed him. Bleeding
profusely, Sudip collapsed on
the spot and breathed his last.

On being informed, Kans-
bahal and Rajgangpur police
rushed to the spot and launched
an investigation. The body was
handed over to the family mem-
bers after a post-mortem.

Man arrested for
raping minor girl

Koraput: A man was arrested Sunday
for allegedly raping a minor girl in
Khadamaliguda village in Koraput
district. According to reports, the
incident occurred while the girl

was on her way to a local pond for
bath. After returning home, she
described her ordeal to parents,

who filed a complaint at the Sadar
police station. They also stated that
the accused, identified as Manoj
Benya, threatened the survivor

to prevent her from reporting the
crime. Koraput Sadar police promptly
responded and Inspector-In-Charge
Runu Majhi confirmed that Benya
was arrested at 2pm the following
day after the case was registered.
Authorities have charged him under
relevant sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). The survivor is
currently receiving both medical and
psychological support. The case has
sparked local outrage, with villagers
demanding swift and strict action.
The police have assured the locals of
a fair and thorough investigation.
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RETHINKING OCEAN FINANCE

The flame of the aspiration must
be so straight and so ardent that
no obstacle can dissolve it

THE MOTHER

Greener Route

global climate movement, the International Court of Justice

I n a landmark ruling that has come as a shot in the arm for the

(ICJ) on 23 July observed that countries are legally bound to
act on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and failure to do so could
hold them financially liable. Although the ruling is an advisory
opinion and doesn’t directly affect any nation immediately, it carries
significant consequences in the global battle against climate change.
By highlighting that climate action isn’t just a policy imperative for
countries but also a legally-binding duty under international law,
the Hague based top UN court’s advisory opinion will hopefully
come to the aid of developing nations and everyone else pushing for
stronger climate action from wealthier, more industrialised coun-
tries. This was especially needed after the US has taken a U-turn
in its commitment to climate action after Donald Trump’s reversal

in climate policies.

Following years of advocacy from at-risk island nations concerned
about the threat of rising sea levels, the UN General Assembly re-
quested an advisory opinion from the ICJ in 2023. The ICJ was tasked
with addressing two key questions: First, what responsibilities do
countries have under international law to safeguard climate and en-

Claudio de Sanctis

he more that humans e ?{ﬁi’g@{?{f‘?ﬁfﬁﬁy*‘“‘ @ bemeasurable on its own, most
learn about the ocean, i 3’3"? i sustainable ocean investments
the more we realise do combine impact and finan-
how little we truly un- cial returns, and therefore need

derstand. For example, there
may be three times more ma-
rine species than we have iden-
tified. That alone should lead
us to stop taking the ocean for
granted.Moreover, the ocean is
critical to the global economy.
In 2023, trade in ocean goods
and services reached record
highs of $900 billion and $1.3
trillion, respectively. Fisher-
ies sustain 600 million people,
mostly in developing coun-
tries, and the marine biotech-
nology market is projected to
reach $6.4 billion by 2025.

The ocean also plays a cru-
cial role in planetary sustain-
ability. Through multiple
processes, it acts as a climate
regulator, absorbing around
25% of human-caused carbon
dioxide emissions, and as an

i

i

It may be a long time before humans fully
understand the ocean. But it is no mystery
that we urgently need to reappraise and
improve ocean financing methods

economic recovery from cli-
mate and ecosystem shocks,
and manage the ocean holis-
tically. And in recent years,
there has been considerable
progress toward developing
frameworks to finance these
aims. From our experience at
Deutsche Bank, this has meant

antees, blended finance, and
project aggregation — will help
make ocean investments more
attractive to mainstream capi-
tal. I do not want to downplay
the remaining challenges. Ma-
ny ocean projects offer limited
scalability, and there is still a
paucity of investment offerings

to be assessable and investable
in a way that makes sense in
the context of an overall portfo-
lio. Otherwise, the universe of
potential ocean investors will
shrink, and with it our ability
to scale up ocean investment.
Notable recent efforts in the
wider market include a collabo-
ration between an environmen-
tal organisation and a major glob-
al insurance provider to develop
reef insurance products, and the
Asian Development Bank’s Blue
SEA Finance Hub, designed to
help Southeast Asian economies
structure their blue-economy
investments. I would also point
to the Nautilus Blue Guarantee
Company. Launched in March
by ORRAA and the Development
Guarantee Group, it aims to un-
lock private capital by offering

vironment from human-induced greenhouse gas emissions? Second, THERE MAY BE essential source of biodiversity.  enhancing ocean-protection  and solutions. Despite the prog-  guarantees for investments in
what legal repercussions do governments face when their actions, But there are concerningtrends  due-diligence policies by fol-  ressnoted above, some compo-  six key blue-economy sectors,
or inactions, significantly damage climate and environment? THREE TIMES in both these areas. In 2024, lowing global frameworkslike  nents of the current investment  including sustainable seafood,

The Pacific island nation of Vanuatu, which has a population of MORE MARINE  theGlobal Ocean Health Index  the Sustainable Blue Economy  frameworks are rather difficult ~ ocean conservation, and blue
3.2 lakhs, took the lead in this case, with the support from over 130 dropped sharply, with marked  Finance Principles, launched  toimplement,andalackofdata  infrastructure. Nor should we
countries. It was the biggest case ever heard by the ICJ, featuring SPECIES THAN declines in measures of habitat, by the UN in 2018 to support  remains a problem. overlook the importance of ex-
more than 150 submissions from States, international organisations, WE HAVE species, and iconic species. All  Sustainable Development Goal Nonetheless, the resources isting and new ocean funds that
and civil society groups. Last December, over 100 States and inter- IDENTIFIED told, scores declined for 187 of 14, “Life Below Water,” and  are there, and the financial sys- are bringing together public
national organisations joined in for the hearings. The court took a ° the 220 regions measured. becoming the first bank tojoin ~ tem is developing the tools to  and private capital. The Korean
close look at the details of three important climate treaties — the THAT ALONE It isnot all doom and gloom.  the Ocean Risk and Resilience ~ mobilise them in the interestof =~ Ocean Business Corporation’s
1994 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the SHOULD LEAD By the end of the UN Ocean  Action Alliance asafullmem-  the ocean’s health. In thinking  successful $300 million blue-bond
1997 Kyoto Protocol, and the 2015 Paris Agreement — along with a Conference in June, 50 coun- ber and ORRAA’s UN-backed about this work, one always  issuance in April demonstrated
few other international laws related to environment. Calling the USTO STOP  tries had ratified the UN High  #BackBlue commitment. must be mindful of different po-  that when issuers can present a
climate crisis “an existential problem of planetary proportions that TAKING THE Seas Treaty, with 19 more These supporting frame-  tential investors’ objectivesand  convincing rationale, investors
imperils all forms of life and the very health of our planet,” ICJ promising to do so this year. = works are becoming clearer. = how sustainable ocean finance  will respond. A sound investment
President Yuji Iwasawa said during the hearing that “Failure of a OCEAN FOR With the treaty tantalisingly = For example, the 2025 OceanIn-  can best meet them. Ashead of  thesis, combined with a collabo-
state to take appropriate action to protect the climate system... may GRANTED close to a final binding agree-  vestment Protocol —launched  Deutsche Bank’s Private Bank,I  rative approach between private-

constitute an internationally wrongful act.”
Climate activists and other stakeholders have hailed the advisory
opinion, which received unanimous support from all 15 judges of the
highest international court, viewing it as a significant milestone in
global climate legislation. The court emphasised that wealthy, indus-
_trialised nations listed in Annex I of the UNFCCC must take the lead

ment, we could soon see signifi-
cantly increased marine protec-
tions in international waters.
Still, humanity is not invest-
ing nearly enough in ocean
sustainability. The Ocean Panel

by the UN Global Compact and
the UN Environment Program
Finance Initiative — offers a
practical road map for finan-
cial institutions, insurers,
and development banks to

know that many investors—both
private and institutional - have
a clear appetite for sustainable
ocean investment. In creating
innovative financing solutions
for these clients, we often end

and public-sector bodies, is key.
While improving and scaling
up “blue finance” will require de-
termination, commitment, and
continued innovation to create
and institutionalise investable

in emissions reduction and support developing countries through (comprising 18 leaders of mari- manage ocean-related risks  upworking with other partners  solutions, ensuring that finance
technology and financial assistance. Additionally, the court outlined time states) estimates that, over ~ and unlock investment oppor-  like multinational development  goes toward supporting ocean
various obligations for countries, stating that failure to meet these the last ten years, less than 1% tunities that support SDG 14.  banksand developing-countryfi-  health is nonnegotiable for the
responsibilities could result in “an internationally wrongful act” of the ocean’s value has been  Such frameworks will continue  nancial institutions. planet and humanity. It may be

with legal repercussions. Such consequences may include liability
for full reparations to nations affected by climate-related disasters
or other impacts of climate change. Furthermore, countries could be
held accountable for the negligent actions of private businesses or

invested in sustainable proj-
ects through philanthropy or
official development assistance.
What is to be done? The Ocean

to shape internal policies, risk
assessments, and investment
strategies across the financial
sector, helping to standardise

But what do investors really
want from sustainable ocean in-
vestments, and what is the most
effective way to meet their expec-

along time before humans fully
understand the ocean. But it isno
mystery that we urgently need to
reappraise and improve ocean fi-

corporations if they failed to exercise due diligence and implement Panel’s own five prioritiesare  definitions, improve transpar-  tations? Generally, they wanta  nancing methods.

sufficient regulatory or legislative measures to curb irresponsible to manage seafood production  ency, and scale finance toward  visible return, be it real-world The writer is a Member

behaviour by private entities. sustainably, mitigate climate  a sustainable ocean economy. impact (say, coral protection), of the Management Board
The top world court’s opinion opens avenues for further legal change, stem biodiversity  Atthe same time, financialin- financial gain, or a combination at Deutsche Bank.

actions, such as countries approaching the ICJ to ensure mutual
accountability, as well as domestic legal challenges and instruments
_like investment agreements. Additionally, activists may feel empow-
ered to initiate lawsuits against their own nations for not adhering

to the ruling, which spans over 130 pages.

The timing of the ruling couldn’t have been more appropriate as
people all over the world see for themselves the devastating impact
that climate change has wrought upon their lives. Rising sea levels,
unbearable heatwaves, floods, cyclones and other extreme events
have become all too common, upending lives and destroying liveli-
hoods. In the decade up to 2023, sea levels rose by a global average
of around 4.3 cm. The world has also warmed 1.3 degrees Celsius
since pre-Industrial era, primarily due to the burning of fossil fuels.

The ICJ ruling shows hope for a future in which governments can
no longer ignore their legal obligations as it reinforces a fundamen-
tal principle of climate justice: Those who contributed the least to
this crisis are entitled to protection, reparations, and a sustainable
future. However, the most crucial aspect still remains - What au-

SPECTRUM

loss, seize the opportunity for

INDIA-UK FTA

novation - such as loan guar-

of the two. While “impact” may
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Shift in India's global trade architecture

=

e recently-concluded

Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) between India and

the UK marks a critical shift in
India's global trade architec-
ture—expanding its reach into
a major European economy

increase to £2.8 trillion by 2050,
making it the third largest im-
porter in the world. The FTA’s
improved market access and re-
duced regulation are expected to
create major opportunities for
UK businesses and consumers,

imports, protecting domestic
producers from competition
with highly subsidised UK
agri-business. In terms of job
creation and rural income, this
clause alone reflects New Del-
hi’s political calculus to support

beneficiaries of these cuts will
be importers and foreign man-
ufacturers, as India’s indirect
taxes, distributor margins, and
local logistics costs remain high.

Also, increased market access
for UK exports could eat into

thority does the ICJ have to enforce legalities on sovereign nations ol - while signalling a willingness  the UK perceives. its agricultural backbone while  India’s current trade surplus.
that refuse to comply or participate. Until & unless the rules apply ; to negotiate complex regulatory According to the World Eco-  expanding global market access. Sectors like automobiles, alco-
to everyone, no one will be willing to take the greener route. frameworks. nomic Forum, the deal is expect- Despite the hype, the FTAwill  hol, cosmetics, and high-end
e ——————— India-UK Dbilateral trade edtogenerateover$34billionin  not be immediately operational.  electronics could see a surge
Shivaji Sarkar stood at $21.34 billion in 2024,  additional bilateral trade annu-  British parliamentary ratifica-  in imports, shifting the trade
with Indian exports to the UK ally. The UK's own projections  tion and multi-level regulatory =~ balance—unless India rapidly
W I S D O M CORN ER rising by 12.6% to $14.5 billion, suggest a 60% rise in exportsto  vetting mean the deal will take = upgrades its own domestic of-
THE FREE TRADE and imports marginally in- Indiaby2040,anda25% increase  atleastayear—unlikelytillmid-  ferings and branding to match
= P creasing by 2.3% to $8.6 billion. in imports from India, potential-  2026—to become enforceable. The  global benchmarks. The FTA is
“ I(:uTsiil: ew:‘l:’i:lfi: phySICE_ll bemg- s alw_ays tu"!ed t?ward the AGREEMENT The trade balance currently lyraisingoverall trade by 39%, UK isbettingon India’sexpand-  not a jackpot, but a calculated

y g that his happiness lies outside him, finally . oS ) . . . :
- - e e s pw OFFERS tilts in India’s favour, show-  or £25.5 billion a year. ing consumption base. It hopes ~ and strategic gain. It reflects

turns inward and discovers that the source is within him : o s, . . o ;

OPPORTUNITY. ing a surplus of $5.94 b11119n. India’s manufacturing and tp push expor“cslof cars, premium ambition w_1thou_t reckless-
SOREN KIERKEGAARD ’ With the FTA, both countries  export sectors stand to bene-  liquor, cosmetics, and machin-  ness, expansion without over-
L ) ) BUT DEMANDS aim to more than double trade  fit the most. The FTA slashes  ery—sectors where Britishfirms  exposure. As with all FTAs,
“ If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it READINESS volumes to $112 billion by 2030.  duties on 90% of tarifflines, in-  have strong brands and pricing  the true impact will unfold

is because he hears a different drummer. Let him step to the
music which he hears, however measured or far away

HENRY DAVID THOREAU

“ Nature shows that with the growth of intelligence comes
increased capacity for pain, and it is only with the highest de-
gree of intelligence that suffering reaches its supreme point

ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

The agreement could lead to a
shift in the Indian trade surplus
as certain UK exports, such as
automobiles, alcoholic bever-
ages, and machinery, may see
reduced barriers and increased
access to the Indian market. The
UK sees a substantial increase
in exports to India. According
to the UK government impact
assessment, India’s demand for
global imports is estimated to

cluding textiles, leather goods,
jewellery, engineering prod-
ucts, IT services, and processed
food—industries where India
has comparative advantage and
a large SME base. This opens
significant room for Indian
farmers, fishermen, artisans,
and small businesses to access
a high-value European market.

India successfully resisted
pressure to liberalise dairy

power. Tariffs on UK whiskies
and gin will be cut from 150%
to 75% initially, and 40% after
10 years. Similarly, UK carmak-
ers—including Jaguar (owned by
India’s Tata)—will benefit from
duty reductions from up to 110%
to 10% under a quota system.
However, these gains may not
translate into cheaper goods for
Indian consumers, at least not
in the near term. The primary

over years—not months. The
agreement offers opportunity,
but demands readiness. Indi-
an businesses, regulators,
and trade negotiators must
now ensure that this opening
is used not just to expand ex-
ports, but to upgrade quality,
branding, and supply chains
to stay competitive in a ma-
turing global order.

INFA

Il 1750: Johann Sebastian Bach, one of the greatest composers of all time,
died at age 65.

Break the silence Under scrutiny
Sir, The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) has been
under severe public scrutiny
for holding the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) exercise
in Bihar. In fact, the matter
of the SIR ordered by the
ECI has even reached the
Supreme Court. Whatever be
the outcome of the case relat-
ing to the exercise, one can
only say that “Caesar's wife
must be above suspicion.” If
the ECI’s reputation is under
a cloud, the Bihar voter has
every reason to feel short-
changed by it.
Avinash Godboley,
DEWAS

Sir, As the world observes World Hepatitis Day on 28 July, we are called to action under the
2025 theme, “Hepatitis: Let’s Break It Down.” This powerful message urges us to dismantle
the financial, social, and systemic barriers that allow viral hepatitis—types A through E—to
persist in silence. Though hepatitis is preventable, treatable, and often curable, millions
remain at risk due to delayed diagnosis, limited access to care, and enduring stigma. The
continued burden of this disease not only costs lives but also deepens health inequalities and
strains healthcare systems. This global observance reminds us to prioritise timely screening,
early intervention, and open conversations about liver health. It’s time to break the silence,
raise awareness, and encourage proactive steps to protect ourselves and our communities.
India has taken significant steps through the National Viral Hepatitis Control Program, offering
free screening and treatment for hepatitis B and C. Alongside vaccination drives and dedicated
clinics, efforts are being made to improve public awareness and empower individuals to act.
But government action alone is not enough—we all have a role to play. Whether it’s getting
tested, guiding family and friends toward screening, dispelling myths, or sharing trusted
information, every effort matters. A simple blood test could be the beginning of saving a life.
Let us use this day as a catalyst to strengthen health literacy, reduce stigma, and advocate for
accessible healthcare. Together, we can turn the tide—and build a future free from hepatitis.

Il 1821: Peru declared its independence from Spain. The Peruvian War of
Independence against Spain began in 1811 and ended with a declaration of | .:.
independence under the leadership of José de San Martin. B
.I y

Il 1868: The Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution—which granted e tte rS

citizenship and equal civil and legal rights to African Americans and slaves /

who had been emancipated after the Civil War—entered into force. y

TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa Post
are most welcome to contribute letters

(100 words), articles and

colu‘;nns (hetv_vt;aen 600-1000 [@'/
B 1954: The classic film On the Waterfront—directed by Elia Kazan and gzz:s){éoggeﬁ?{;e?ﬁOmm )
featuring one of Marlon Brando's most iconic performances—was released numbers and full postal -
address/email ID. They may also send in

their valuable comments, opinion and

in the United States.
suggestions, preferably by email, to:
edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Il 1914: Beginning of World War I. Using the assassination of the Austrian
archduke Francis Ferdinand as a pretext to present Serbia with an
unacceptable ultimatum, Austria-Hungary declared war on the Slavic
country on this day in 1914, sparking World War I.

M 1958: National Aeronautics and Space Act is passed by the US Congress.
The act established the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA).

Il 1976: An earthquake in the industrial city of Tangshan, China, killed more
than 240,000 people.

Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jul 27: A revamped
“Van Rani”, the toy train which
was a huge attraction for visi-
tors to Mumbai’s Sanjay Gand-
hi National Park (SGNP), is set
to make a comeback soon with
Vistadome coaches, offering a
scenic ride through the forest
in the middle of the metropolis.

Trial runs of the first Vis-
tadome toy train in the park,
with glass roofs and wide side
windows, commenced June 30,
2025, with a successful full-ca-
pacity trial completed July 5.
Daily technical verifications
concluded July 25.

The train, whose services
were suspended four years ago,
is likely to be reintroduced for
SGNP visitors soon, according
to the office of local BJP MP and
Union minister Piyush Goyal,
who is instrumental in getting
back the iconic train in the na-
tional park, a vast expanse of
forest nestled in the heart of
Mumbai in suburban Borivali.

One of the key attractions of
the park, which houses a wide
array of plant, animal and bird

species besides ancient caves,
the revamped toy train is set to
provide an elating and exciting
experience to visitors, especial-
ly children.

The original Van Rani (queen
of the jungle) toy train was
launched in 1974, marking 50
years of legacy in 2024. Spon-
sored by the Tata Group, it
was a popular ride operating
on a narrow-gauge railway line
(762mm) and held deep nostal-
gic value for generations of
Mumbaikars.

The yellow-coloured train
started with three coaches and

quickly became a key attraction
for people visiting SGNP, a pop-
ular destination for family pic-
nic and trekking enthusiasts.

Its operations were halt-
ed after Cyclone Tauktae in
May 2021 caused extensive
damage to the track and sur-
rounding vegetation.

The revival of the toy train
was accelerated by Goyal,
the Lok Sabha member from
Mumbai North, and has re-
kindled the joy of once again
riding on Van Rani with a
blend of modern technology
and eco-conscious design.

The new Vistadome Van Ra-
ni is going to be a battery-op-
erated train with four coaches,
making it more environment
friendly than the earlier die-
sel-powered version. Coaches
are adorned with wildlife illus-
trations native to SGNP, mak-
ing the ride visually enriching
and educational, Goyal's office
said in a statement.

Glass roofs and large glass
windows on the red-black
coloured train will offer pan-
oramic forest views, while
metro-style seating will ensure
comfort for tourists. A second
train with completely open-air
coaches, no windows or doors
and designed to immerse pas-
sengers directly in nature, is
also expected to arrive soon at
the park.

Each Vistadome train can
accommodate 80 passengers,
enhancing capacity and acces-
sibility. The train will operate
on a 2.3 km narrow-gauge track,
winding through the 5.5 square
km Krishnagiri Upvan (a sec-
tion of the park), biodiversity
spots, a mini zoo, and artificial
tunnels, adding thrill of adven-

WB steps up migrant distress response

Officials and TMC leaders call a “coordinated and calibrated” approach the government has rolled out a
WhatsApp-only helpline, reactivated district-level migrant welfare cells, and empowered grassroots-level TMC
task forces across migration-prone districts to serve as first responders and grievance redressal units

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, July 27: With re-
ports of Bengali-speaking mi-
grant workers allegedly being
detained and harassed in sev-
eral Indian states triggering
outrage, the West Bengal gov-
ernment and the ruling TMC
have launched a multi-layered
initiative to tackle the crisis
with a blend of administrative
urgency and political outreach.

In what officials and TMC
leaders call a “coordinated
and calibrated” approach, the
government has rolled out a
WhatsApp-only helpline, reac-
tivated district-level migrant
welfare cells, and empowered
grassroots-level TMC task
forces across migration-prone
districts to serve as first
responders and grievance
redressal units.

“The approach is two-
pronged. On one hand, the
government has launched help-
lines and activated its admin-
istrative machinery to contact
officials in other states, while
on the other, the party has es-
tablished multi-layered coordi-
nation teams, ranging from the
grassroots to the district levels.
Our workers are constantly in
touch with families of migrants,
especially in high migration
zones,” senior TMC leader and
state minister Manas Bhunia
told PTI.

The initiative follows inci-
dents of Bengali workers re-
portedly having faced profiling,
detention or forced deportation
in recent weeks in states such
as Odisha, Rajasthan, Maha-

rashtra, Delhi, Tamil Nadu,
and Chhattisgarh.

The WhatsApp helpline,
launched by the West Bengal
Police Friday, enables fami-
lies of distressed migrants to
send text-based complaints
containing the victim’s name,
work location, and nature of the
problem.

The state police have urged
citizens to widely share the
helpline number via social me-
dia, terming it a vital tool for
timely intervention.

Alongside administrative
measures, the TMC has mobil-
ised its party network across
Malda, Murshidabad, Uttar
Dinajpur, Dakshin Dinajpur,
Cooch Behar, Alipurduar,
Birbhum, Nadia, North and
South 24 Parganas districts,
which have high migration
rates. Every municipal ward,
gram panchayat, and block
has been instructed to create
migrant tracking cells, run
by local party workers, to
maintain real-time registers

YEOOR HILLS PROTECTED

Civic body bans transport
of construction materlal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thane, July 27: The Thane
Municipal Corporation has is-
sued directives prohibiting the
transportation of construction
material at the Yeoor Hills, an
environmentally sensitive zone
here, officials said Sunday.
The directives were issued
after a review meeting chaired
by municipal commissioner
Saurabh Rao Friday, they said.
“Yeoor is an environmental-
ly sensitive area. No construc-
tion material can be brought
into Yeoor without a construc-
tion permit issued by the Thane
Municipal Corporation’s Urban
Development Department,” an
official release said.
Individuals with authorised
construction permissions must
mandatorily register their
details with the forest depart-
ment’s entrance post, including
the permit copy, the type of con-
struction material, and informa-
tion about the transporting vehi-
cles, it said. During the meeting,
Deputy Commissioner Dinesh
Tayde informed that out of the

10 turf constructions in Yeoor,
eight have already been evicted.

One turf was authorised, and
eviction proceedings for the re-
maining were underway as the
deadline expired. A survey of
unauthorized commercial con-
structions was underway, the
official said.

So far, 188 notices have been
issued to residents in Yeoor for
such violations. DCP Prashant
Kadam informed that 18 FIRs
have been registered under var-
ious provisions related to noise
and firecracker violations. To
ensure sustained enforcement
and ecological preservation of
the region, Rao announced the
formation of a multi-agency
coordination committee un-
der the chairmanship of the
additional commissioner, the
release said.

of outbound migrants. These
grassroots units function under
the supervision of area leaders,
elected panchayat members,
and MLAs.

Each task force typically
includes a ward-level party
member, a panchayat repre-
sentative, and a TMC youth
volunteer. Upon receiving a
complaint, they verify details
and coordinate with local police
and block offices.

“These help desks are often
the first point of contact for
desperate families. They as-
sist in documentation, alert the
administration, and sometimes
even arrange transport for the
complainants,” said a senior
TMC functionary from Malda.

To reinforce field-level ef-
forts, district migrant worker
coordination teams have also
been formed, comprising BDOs,
MLAS, municipal councillors,
panchayat officials, and repre-
sentatives from the district mi-
grant board and labour depart-
ment. One of the more effective

district-level interventions has
emerged in Uttar Dinajpur's
Itahar, where TMC MLA
Mosaraf Hussen has opened
a full-time helpdesk near the
Pater Sathi bus stand to assist
families whose members have
been detained in Haryana.

The desk, manned by volun-
teers, has already intervened in
multiple cases, including two
alleged custodial detentions in
Gurugram.

The West Bengal Migrant
Workers' Welfare Board is al-
so revamping district migrant
cells, many of which were not
so active in recent years, with
new staffing and direct coordi-
nation lines to district magis-
trates.

The board is mapping major
Bengali migrant clusters across
India and aligning the data
with inputs from local pancha-
yats and party committees.

Rajya Sabha MP and board
chairman Samirul Islam, who
is overseeing the restructur-
ing, stated that the narrative
that people are fleeing West
Bengal due to a lack of jobs is
misleading.

While TMC leaders assert
that the response is driven by
humanitarian concerns, many
acknowledge its political reso-
nance ahead of the 2026 assem-
bly polls. BJP leader Suvendu
Adhikari has, on the other
hand, launched a parallel cam-
paign, asking citizens to share
details of alleged Rohingya or
Bangladeshi Muslim infiltra-
tors. He claimed 1.25 crore ille-
gal immigrants have been add-
ed to the state's electoral rolls.

ture to the ride.

As of July 17, track and em-
bankment have been fully laid
and linked across the entire
route. All 15 bridges across
the route are complete. A loco
shed has been constructed near
Krishnagiri station for train
parking and maintenance, said
the office of the BJP MP, under
whose constituency the park is
located.

The statement said the
Krishnagiri station is nearly
complete with finishing works
(divyangjan ramp, artistic mu-
rals, railing) in progress.

The Krishnagiri station has
been designed to resemble a
butterfly, a symbol of trans-
formation and nature, and
features waiting rooms, acces-
sible ramps, and other visitor
amenities.

The administration of SGNP,
managed by the Maharashtra
forest department, will explore
branding and advertising on
trains and stations using post-
ers and stickers, creating reve-
nue streams to support the on-
going park maintenance and de-
velopment, the statement added.

A Pheasant-tailed jacana near blooming water lilies in Nadia, West Bengal

PTI PHOTO

MAMATA TO START ‘BHASHA
ANDOLAN’ FROM TODAY

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, July 27: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee will Monday kick off her
“weekly protest movement”
against the alleged harassment
of Bengali-speaking people in
BJP-ruled states.

She will lead a protest ral-
ly there in Birbhum district.
The reason for choosing Bir-
bhum as the starting venue
of the protest, which Mamata
Banerjee describes as another
“Bhasha Andolan (Language
Movement)”, is the district’s
rich association with Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore and the
Gurudev-founded Visva Bhara-
ti University at Bolpur-Santini-
ketan in the district.

Political observers feel that
Mamata Banerjee has deliber-
ately chosen the district as the
starting venue to exploit Ben-
gali nostalgia associated with
Gurudev.

The Chief Minister has start-
ed facing criticisms about la-

belling the protest as “Bhasha
Andolan”, since, historically,
Bhasha Andolan was a polit-
ical movement in what was
then East Pakistan. It was a
campaign advocating for the
recognition of the Bengali lan-
guage as an official language,
which ultimately led to the
emergence of Bangladesh as
an independent nation after
erstwhile East Pakistan was
liberated from Pakistan in 1971

At the event, Mamata Baner-
jee is likely to air her reserva-
tions on the special intensive
revision (SIR) of West Bengal’s
electoral rolls ahead of the 2026
Assembly polls. The SIR exer-
cise is ongoing in neighbouring
Bihar, where Assembly elec-
tions will be held before the
end of this year.

As per the Chief Minister's
office, Banerjee will reach Bir-
bhum district on Sunday night.
On Monday, she will attend an
administrative meeting in Bol-
pur, where she will do online
inauguration of several govern-

Kolhapuri chappals get OR code as govt moves to protect craft

The GI-tagged handmade flat leather sandals, known for their intricate craftsmanship and cultural heritage, now carry an
added layer of protection and authenticity in the form of OR codes, thanks to recent technological and legal innovations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolhapur, July 27: The hum-
ble Kolhapuri chappal, one of
India's most iconic tradition-
al crafts, is enjoying renewed
prominence not only in domes-
tic fashion circles but also in
international markets, amid
Italian brand Prada being
accused of appropriating the
footwear.

The move aims to check
counterfeiting and highlight
the identity of the artisan be-
hind each product, boost con-
sumer trust and strengthen the
market position of the tradi-
tional craftsmen, officials from
the government-run Leather
Industries Development Cor-
poration of Maharashtra (LID-
COM) said.

Recently, artisans cried foul
after footwear similar to the
Kolhapuri chappals featured
in Italian luxury fashion brand
Prada’s new collection, alleging
violation of the GI (Geographi-
cal Indication) rights.

Following the row, Prada
had acknowledged the sandals
showcased in their men’s 2026
fashion show were “inspired”

by traditional Indian handcraft-
ed footwear.

The brand, however, clarified
in a reply to the Maharashtra
Chamber of Commerce that the
showcased sandals are still at
the design stage and not yet
confirmed for commercial pro-
duction.

A team of experts from Pra-
da visited Kolhapur earlier this
month to interact with artisans
and assess the local footwear
manufacturing process.

Dating back to the 12th cen-
tury, the footwear has been
primarily crafted in Maha-
rashtra’s Kolhapur, Sangli
and Solapur districts. Its dis-
tinctive design, made using
naturally tanned leather and
handwoven straps, has been

preserved through generations
of artisans. A major boost came
in the early 20th century when
visionary ruler Chhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj promoted it as
a symbol of self-reliance and
Swadeshi pride.

To safeguard this cultural
legacy and ensure fair recog-
nition for artisans, the Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka govern-
ments jointly secured the GI tag
in 2019. Under international
trade rules such as the TRIPS
agreement, this GI status legal-
ly reserves the rights to manu-
facture and market Kolhapuri
chappals to artisans from spe-
cific districts in both the states.

The certification defines the
product as handmade, using
traditional techniques and
natural leather, with open-toe
construction, prohibiting the
use of synthetic materials or
mechanised processes.

Going a step further, the LID-
COM has introduced QR-coded
certification for each pair of
chappals, the corporation said in
a statement. This digital initia-
tive aims to tackle counterfeit-
ing and highlight the identity
of the artisan or self-help group

behind each product, it said.

Buyers scanning the code can
access details like name and
location of the artisan or pro-
duction unit, district of manu-
facture in Maharashtra, craft
techniques and raw materials
used, validity and status of the
GI certification.

The corporation is now call-
ing upon consumers, designers
and the common public to stand
in solidarity with India’s indig-
enous craft traditions.

“Kolhapuri chappals are not
just fashion accessories. They
are a powerful expression of
traditional skill, identity and
the dignity of small artisan
communities,” the statement
quoted LIDCOM Managing
Director Prerna Deshbhratar
as saying. Founded in 1974,
LIDCOM has been a pivotal
institution in empowering ru-
ral leather artisans. Through
training programmes, market
development, design innova-
tion and economic support, the
organisation has transformed
traditional footwear-making
into a symbol of Maharashtra’s
cultural pride and grassroots
economy.

ment projects.

Later in the day, CM Ba-
nerjee will launch the Bhasha
Andolan march in Bolpur-San-
tiniketan.

"The Chief Minister will
hold an administrative meet-
ing at Gitanjali Theatre in the
afternoon tomorrow. Following
that, she will join the language
movement procession. The
procession of about three Ki-
lometres will commence from
the Tourist Lodge crossing in
Bolpur to Jamboni bus stand,"
said a state government official.

The CM will also garland the
statue of Rabindranath Tagore
at Jamboni and address the
gathering from a makeshift
stage. From there, the Trina-
mool Congress chief'is likely to
give a clarion call to her party
leaders and workers to fight
against the alleged high-hand-
edness of the BJP and put an
end to the alleged discrimina-
tion against Bengalis in the
country. "We are expecting
direction from Banerjee at to-
morrow's protest rally on how
to counter the BJP. This attack
on migrant workers from Ben-
gal has to stop. We are ready to
start the movement," said Tri-
namool Congress's Birbhum
district committee chairperson,
Asish Banerjee.

The Chief Minister is sched-
uled to return to Kolkata from
Birbhum on Tuesday. Before
that, she will attend a govern-
ment programme in Ilambazar
of Birbhum district.

The Leader of Opposition in
the West Bengal Legislative
Assembly, Suvendu Adhikari,
slammed CM Banerjee for her
protest against the BJP.

Cong stages protest
demanding SIR not be
conducted in Bengal

KOLKATA: Congress workers
Sunday staged a protest here
demanding that a Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in
West Bengal not be conducted.

An SIR is being conducted in
neighbouring Bihar, where
Assembly elections are due later
this year. Assembly polls are

likely to be held in West Bengal in
mid-2026. “The main issue is illegal
immigration from Bangladesh,”
Congress leader Asutosh
Chatterjee, who participated

in the demonstration in south
Kolkata’s Bhawanipur area, said.
He demanded that immediate
steps be taken to fence every inch
of the international border between
India and Bangladesh in West
Bengal. “Our national leadership has
opposed the SIR of electoral rolls in
Bihar, and we also oppose any plan
to hold the same in West Bengal,”
he told reporters. The Congress
workers raised slogans against the
SIR. Chatterjee alleged that the
Election Commission was working
at the behest of the BJP. The
Congress leader also questioned
how Leader of Opposition in West
Bengal Assembly Suvendu Adhikari
could arrive at a figure of 1.25

crore illegal immigrants staying

in the state at present. Adhikari

had claimed that 1.25 crore illegal
immigrants have been added to the
state's electoral rolls and vowed to
weed them out through an SIR.
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There was a time when waste
management was a big chal-
lenge confronting the health of
the people in Roing. The people
there took responsibility. The
Green Roing initiative was start-
ed, and then an entire park was
created from recycled waste

WATER LEVEL RISES

As heavy rains and strong
winds continued in parts

of Kerala, water levels of
various rivers and dams rose,
homes were damaged by
uprooted trees and power
supply was disrupted in many
areas of the state Sunday
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PEMA KHANDU I ARUNACHAL CM
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The speed
at which
the world is

changing is both
impressive and
shocking. The
defence sector
is also transforming, and major
changes are being witnessed
in the methods of warfare. In
today's era, wars are not won
by guns and bullets alone, but
by their time-bound delivery

RAJNATH SINGH I DEFENCE MINISTER

Whatever
‘they do, ﬁ
INDI Alliance
does not have 2e
4
any strength.
INDI Alliance is
good for media
and publicity, but they do not
have any strength left with
almost nil workers at the grass-
roots level

SARBANANDA SONOWAL I UNION MINISTER

—
—

respected, states > = 1
are never con-
verted into UTs.
A UT is converted
into a state. The tragedy is that
they converted a state into a
UT. And what did they achieve?

FAROOQ ABDULLAH I PRESIDENT OF
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

SHORT TAKES

= couple found
dead at home

Barabanki (UP): A couple
was found dead at their
home in Gopalpur village of
Uttar Pradesh’s Barabanki
district Sunday, police said.
While Munni (26) was found
hanging with a saree, her
husband Rohit alias Raju
(27) was lying lifeless on the
floor, they said. The two had
been married for six years
and had a four-year-old son.
The police said that Rohit’s
mother has been detained
for questioning after
Munni’s mother alleged

that she was involved in the
couple’s killing.

If the Con- —
‘ stitution of ;
India is to be L -

[ Babbar Khalsa
associate held

New Delhi: The Delhi Police
has arrested a 22-year-old
man allegedly associated
with the banned terrorist
organisation Babbar
Khalsa International (BKI)
and involved in a grenade
attack on a police station
in Punjab earlier this year,
an officer said Sunday.
Karanbir alias Karan,

a native of Chananke
village in Amritsar, was
apprehended July 26

from Gurdaspur under the
Arms Act registered at the
Special Cell Police Station,

S

' Rumour, overcrowding spark
'khand temple stampede

|
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Haridwar, July 27: As the
ambulances drove in with si-
rens blaring outside the Mansa
Devi temple, where a stampede
sparked by a rumour Killed at
least six people, several injured
persons were lying at the en-
trance unattended.

‘Chunris’ brought by the
devotees to be offered to the
goddess are strewn along the
stairs that lead to the hilltop
temple in Haridwar. Scores of
footwear, too, lay abandoned at
the entrance.

A video showed a policeman
running towards an ambulance
with an injured child in his
arms. Later, an injured devotee
writhing in pain inside an am-
bulance was enquiring about
his relatives who had been
separated in the chaos of the
stampede.

Besides, six deaths, 28 people
have been injured in the stam-
pede, according to the admin-
istration. A large crowd of dev-
otees came to visit the temple,
which is atop the Shivalik Hills
at an elevation of over 500 feet,
and a rumour about an electric-
ity current leak triggered panic
among them that led to pushing
and shoving.

Video clips of the stampede
showed a huge crowd of men,
women and children stuck in
a narrow passage leading to
the temple. Dozens of people,
seemingly glued to each other
and hardly moving, could only
manage to hold the children
above their heads.

Mahendra Pratap Singh, an
eyewitness who saw the stam-
pede from a rooftop a little
distance away, said the excess
crowd led to the tragic incident.
“Excess crowd is the only fac-
tor,” he said.

An injured devotee, Nirma-

|
-z 4

- o !

considering the possibility of a
huge crowd coming to the Man-
sa Devi temple, the accident
could have been avoided.
During the Kanwar Yatra,
which ended four days ago in
Haridwar, 4.5 crore devotees
reached Haridwar, according
to the claims of the adminis-
tration. Since it was only a few
days after the Kanwar Yatra
and it was a Sunday, lakhs of
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people were in Haridwar, which
is a major pilgrimage place.

Most of these devotees had
reached the Mansa Devi tem-
ple for darshan, locals said.
The crowd in the temple was in-
creasing continuously but the
administration was unaware of
it, they said.

Mansa Devi temple can be
reached through three routes.
The first route is by road, which
two-wheelers and cars use to go
near the temple, while the sec-
ond route is via a ropeway.

Before the stampede Sunday
morning, the crowd on this
road was so thick that people
were barely able to walk.

A crowd of devotees return-
ing from the temple after vis-
iting the temple through this
route was very large, and there
was an atmosphere of chaos
along the route. Some eyewit-
nesses said a short circuit oc-
curred near the electricity me-
tre installed on the route and
that there was a spark, and fear
spread among people which led
to the stampede.

Haridwar's Senior Superin-
tendent of Police (SSP) Pra-
mendra Singh Dobal said ru-
mours of an electric current
leak where the stairs to the
temple begin triggered panic
among people, leading to the
stampede.

June 4, 2025: An RCB parade in
celebration of the maiden IPL win
after 18 years became a horrific
sight, leaving at least 11 people
dead and several injured in a
stampede near the Chinnaswamy
Stadium.

May 3, 2025: Six people died and
around 100 people were injured in
the stampede in the early hours
during an annual festival of Sri
Lairai Devi temple at Shirgao
village in Goa.

February 15, 2025: Eighteen
people, including women and
children, died in a stampede at
the New Delhi Railway

Station. They were waiting to
board the train to Prayagraj
for Maha Kumbh.

January 29, 2025: Thirty people
were killed and 60 were injured at
a stampede at the Sangam area
of the Maha Kumbh as millions

of pilgrims jostled for space to
participate in ‘Amrit Snan'.

January 8, 2025: Six devotees
were killed and dozens were
injured in a stampede as
hundreds of them jostled for
tickets for Vaikunta Dwara
Darshanam at Lord Venkateswara
Swamy temple in Tirumala Hills.

December 4, 2024: A 35-year-
old woman died and a boy was
injured at Sandhya Theatre in
Hyderabad in a stampede

MAJOR STAMPEDES OVER THE YEARS

Here is a list of some of the major stampedes
that occurred in the country

self-styled godman, Bhole Baba
aka Narayan Saakar Hari, in Uttar
Pradesh's Hathras.

March 31, 2023: Thirty-six
people died when the slab
constructed on top of an ancient
‘bawdi' or well collapsed during
a ‘havan' programme held on
the occasion of Ram Navami at a
temple in Indore city.

January 1, 2022: Twelve people
died and over a dozen were
injured in a stampede at the
famous Mata Vaishno Devi shrine
in Jammu and Kashmir triggered
by a heavy rush of devotees.

September 29, 2017: Twenty-
three people lost their lives and
36 were injured in the stampede
on the narrow bridge connecting
the Elphinstone Road station of
the Western Railway with

Parel station of the Central
Railway in Mumbai.

July 14, 2015: Twenty-seven
pilgrims died and 20 others
were injured in a stampede at a
major bathing spot on the banks
of the Godavari river where a
huge crowd of devotees had
gathered on the opening day

of the ‘Pushkaram’ festival in
Rajahmundry in Andhra Pradesh

October 3, 2014: Thirty-two
people were killed and 26 others
injured in a stampede at Gandhi
Maidan in Patna, shortly after the

UPPSC exam conducted
with 4.5 lakh candidates

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, July 27: The exam-
ination for the posts of Review
Officer/Assistant Review Offi-
cer (RO/ARO), featuring over
4.5 lakh candidates, was held
smoothly across the state Sun-
day, officials said.

Uttar Pradesh Public Ser-
vice Commission (UPPSC)
conducted the exam in a single
shift from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
across all 75 districts of the state.
UPPSC Secretary Ashok Kumar
said that 10.76 lakh candidates
were registered, out of which
4.551akh candidates (42 per cent)
appeared. The examination
was conducted at 2,382 centres
statewide, with Kanpur hav-
ing the highest number at 139
centres, followed by Lucknow
(129), Prayagraj (106) and Va-
ranasi (82). Among the districts,
Ayodhya recorded the highest
attendance with 52.81 per cent of
candidates appearing, while Ram-
pur registered the lowest at 25.78
per cent, he said. Participation
in other major cities included
Prayagraj at 47.61 per cent, Luc-
know at 48.89 per cent, Kanpur
at 44.37 per cent and Varanasi at
49.19 per cent, he added.
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PM Narendra Modi visits Brihadeeswara Temple, at Gangalkonda Cholapuram, in Arlyalur dlstrlct Tamll Nadu
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‘Bihar voter list not final,
objections open till Sept I

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 27: The Elec-
tion Commission Sunday hit out
at those who, it claimed, were
creating an impression that the
draft voters'list to be published
in Bihar will be the final roll.
The poll authority said it is
"not able to understand" that
when a full one-month period
from August 1 till September 1
is available to point out wrong-
ful inclusion or wrongful exclu-
sion of any name, "why are they
creating such a big fuss now?"
The EC's statement came on
the conclusion of the month-long
phase one of Bihar's Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of the vot-
ers' list, where house-to-house
surveys were held to distribute
semi-filled enumeration forms
to the electorate that were to be
returned after being filled up.
Enumeration forms from
7.24 crore electors have been re-
ceived. The EC also said that 36
lakh people were found to have
either permanently shifted or
were not found. It pointed out
that seven lakh Bihar electors

SC to hear pleas on
Bihar SIR activity today

New Delhi: The Supreme Court is
scheduled to hear Monday a batch
of pleas challenging the Election
Commission's decision to undertake
a special intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in poll-bound Bihar.
A bench of Justices Surya Kant and
Joymalya Bagchi is likely to take
up the matter in which the EC has
justified its ongoing SIR of electoral
rolls in Bihar, saying it adds to the
purity of the election by "weeding
out ineligible persons" from the
electoral rolls.

were found to have been en-
rolled at multiple places. "Why
not ask their 1.6 lakh booth-lev-
el agents to submit claims and
objections from August 1 till
September 1," the Commission
quipped. Booth-level agents
appointed by political parties
work with the EC's booth-level
officers in preparing or updat-
ing the voters' list. "Why are
some persons trying to give an
impression that the draft list is
the final list, which it is not, as
per special intensive revision
orders," the EC statement said.

Khadse’s son- |n Iaw among 7 detained

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pune, July 27: Pune Police
arrested seven persons after
busting a “drug party” follow-
ing araid at an apartment here
early Sunday and seized narcot-
ics, hookah set ups and liquor,
officials said.

Pranjal Khewalkar, the hus-
band of former Maharashtra
minister Eknath Khadse's
daughter Rohini Khadse, was
among those arrested, they

lice's Crime Branch carried out
the raid at the studio apartment
located in the upscale Kharadi
area of Maharashtra's Pune city
based on a tip-off about a rave
party, an official said. The raid

grams of a cocaine-like sub-
stance, 70 gm of a ganja-like
substance, a hookah pot, vari-
ous hookah flavours, and liquor
and beer bottles, he said.

"We have arrested seven in-
dividuals, identified as Pranjal
Khewalkar, Nikhil Poptani, Sa-
meer Sayyad, Shripad Yadav,
Sachin Bhombe, Isha Singh and
Prachi Sharma, under relevant
sections of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act," he said.

he said. la, admitted at the government where Allu Arjun's blockbuster Dussehra celebrations ended. said. NCP (SP) leader Eknath = was conducted around 3.30 am All the accused were sent
hospital, said the stampede ‘Pushpa 2" was screened. October 13, 2013: 115 people Khadse said a probe should be  on Sunday and a "drug party"  for medical examination and

happened as the bulk of people July 2, 2024: Between 100 and were killed and over 100 injured conducted to find out if there  was busted at the studio apart-  their reports are awaited, the

. CBI arrests three for going up and those hurrying 120 people, including women in a stampede during was a political motive behind  ment, Deputy Commissioner official said. Reacting to the
F3.81cr cyber fraud downwards choked the narrow and children, were killed after a the Navratri festivities near the police action. of Police (Crime) Nikhil Pingle  raid, Eknath Khadse said it

New Delhi: The CBI has
arrested three persons for
allegedly siphoning off Rs
3.81 crore through online
fraud in a single day using
mule accounts, officials

said Sunday. The agency
has arrested mule account
holder Sudhir Bhaskar Palande
and agents Yash Thakur and
Shaurya Sunilkumar Singh,
who have been sent to judicial
custody, they said.

passage.
Locals said if the administra-
tion had been a little cautious,

stampede broke out at a ‘satsang’
(prayer meeting) organised by a

Ratangarh temple in Madhya
Pradesh's Datia district.

Rohini Khadse is state presi-
dent of the women's wing of the
opposition NCP (SP). The po-

said at a press conference here.
During the raid and subse-
quent search, police seized 2.7

should be probed if there was
a political motive behind the
police action.

AIIMS researchers call for warning labels on alcohol

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 27: Research-
ers at AIIMS have called for
strong, evidence-based warn-
ing labels on alcohol products
to prevent avoidable cancers,

a crucial period for the initia-
tion and intensification of sub-
stance use behaviour, including
alcohol.

Behavioural interventions
instituted by means of alcohol
warning labels may prove to

44 A National Cancer Institute
(NCI) Workshop in December
2020 emphasised the
importance of addressing the
combined usage of tobacco
and alcohol

this advisory, alcohol-attrib-
utable cancers have been rec-
ognised to contribute signifi-
cantly to the global burden of
disease, the researchers said.
Cancer warning labels on
alcohol containers have been

u Official: 121 kg of building on India’s success be effective in affecting posi- ;:cgﬁ;lisheagf;::;?gsnznd observed to be of benefit in re-
cannabis seized with tobacco warnings. tive changes in the consump- to be associated with a ducing alcohol consumption

Kolkata: The RPF of
Eastern Railway seized
121 kg of cannabis and
apprehended eight people
from an express train at
Sealdah station here, an
official said Sunday. Acting
on a tip-off, a Railway
Protection Force (RPF)
team carried out searches
in the 13148 Uttarbanga
Express on Saturday

after the train reached
Sealdah railway station
here from north Bengal
and recovered 121 kg of
cannabis, valued at more
than Rs 24 lakhs, the ER
official said.

In an opinion piece titled
“Expanding behavioural in-
terventions through cancer
warning labels in India: from
cigarette packs to alcohol bot-
tles” published in Frontiers
in Public Health July 24, the
doctors have highlighted that
alcohol, like tobacco, is a prov-
en carcinogen, yet awareness
remains low.

The opinion piece by oncolo-
gists Dr Abhishek Shankar, Dr
Vaibhav Sahni and Dr Deepak
Saini from the Department of
Radiation Oncology, Dr BR
Ambedkar Institute Rotary
Cancer Hospital, AIIMS, Delhi
stated that adolescence forms

tion habits of individuals
belonging to this age group,
particularly in Low- and Mid-
dle-Income Countries (LMICs),
where it is all the more im-
portant for certain sections
of society to be educated and
sensitised towards the conse-
quences of substance use, the
researchers said.

GLOBOCAN 2022 data saw
about 1.41 million new cancer
cases in India with a five-year
prevalence at around 3.25 mil-
lion and a total cancer mortal-
ity at 916,827.

Alcohol attributable a frac-
tion for cancer and age-stan-
dardised rate per 100,000 in In-

[~

The importance of reciprocative warning labels on tobacco and alcohol product packaging is further
underscored by the fact that alcohol usage has been observed to go up with an increase in cigarette
smoking, with the former being associated with lower rates of quitting and higher relapse rates in smokers

multiplicative effect in
cancer risk, particularly for
pharyngeal and oral sites

dia are 4.7 per cent and 4.8 per
cent, respectively, according to
the GLOBOCAN 2020 data.
Data from 2016 suggested that
6.6 per cent of Disease Adjusted
Life Years in India were attrib-
utable to alcohol consumption
which followed that of tobacco at
10.9 per cent, the researchers said.
The researchers also men-

tioned about the advisory
brought out by the US surgeon
general in January 2025 regard-
ing the consumption of alcohol
and the risk of cancer, which
stated that alcohol consump-
tion demonstrably elevates the
risk for developing at a mini-
mum, seven types of cancer
(colon/rectum, liver, breast,

esophagus, larynx, pharynx
and oral cavity).

The advisory also men-
tioned the mechanistic links
between alcohol consumption
and the risk of developing
cancer along with the fact
that this effect is observable
regardless of gender.

Even before the release of

and lowering the perception of
consumption, they said.

The Global Adult Tobacco
Survey (GATS) in 2016-?17 not-
ed an increase by 16 per cent for
health warnings on cigarette
packs, with pictorial health
warnings demonstrating a 50
per cent elevated impact on
the intention to quit smoking
cigarettes.

Warnings can be differentiat-
ed based on the type of messag-
ing involved into loss-framed
and gain-framed which have
an emphasis on associated
risks/harms and the benefits
of quitting, respectively, the
researchers explained.
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Rahul Gandhi's continuous
comments targeting

the ECI show that the
mindset has not

changed even 50 years
after the Emergency
SUDHANSHU TRIVEDI | BJP MP

RAJ DRIVES TO MATOSHREE TO
GREET UDDHAV ON HIS B’DAY

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) chief
Raj Thackeray Sunday met cousin and
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav Thackeray
to wish him on his 65th birthday, the A\
meeting coming amid shifting political
dynamics in the state

Parl set for fiery debate on

Gy
.

When we
tried to raise

issues by
giving notices on
issues regarding
the poor, atrocities
against women, /il /
dalits and downtrodden, and inci-
dents like Hindu-Muslim clashes,
he did not give us an opportunity.
It (reason for Dhankhar's resigna-
tion as Vice President) is between

him and Modi. We don't have any
information on that
Tree planting
is not just a ﬂ [
ritual; itis a Tam!
responsibility. We £,
want to turn this —
‘.ﬂ.\"’: k =
people's move- ) 4
ment
BHAJANLAL SHARMA | RAJASTHAN CM
NCERT to
include India's
tales of valour in
lum is a good and
commendable step
ANIL VIJ | HARYANA’S ENERGY

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE | CONGRESS PRESIDENT
campaign into a
The initiative pr™
taken by
the school curricu-
AND TRANSPORT MINISTER

POST
OF THE DAY

One more
handloom, one
more headline.
Dior sells a
$200K coat using
Lucknowi mukaish
embroidery.
12 Indian artisans. 34 days of work.
No credit. No context. No mention
of India.
The world loves Indian
craftsmanship —
But rarely credits the craftspeople.
And almost never shares the value.
_Because the branding, storytelling,
and pricing power stay elsewhere.
The hand that creates remains
invisible.
Culture is soft power.
Japan did it with design. Korea did
it with pop culture.
India must do it with craft.
From sourcing destination to
storytelling nation. A home of
global brands.
The lion has to come out. And roar.
@iRadhikaGupta

SHORT TAKES

M Haryana CET
conducted smoothly

Chandigarh: The Common
Eligibility Test (CET) was
conducted for the second

day Sunday across Haryana
amid tight security, with Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
saying “everyone worked as a
team” to ensure that the exams
were conducted smoothly. The
exam was conducted over two
days -- Saturday and Sunday
-- in morning and afternoon
shifts. The Haryana Staff
Selection Commission (HSSC)
conducted the CET for the
'Group C' posts recruitment.

¥ Bihar Deputy CM
receives ‘death threat’

Patna: Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary

has allegedly received a death
threat from an unknown person,
police said Sunday. A message
was sent on the mobile phone
of one of Samrat’s supporters,
claiming that the deputy CM
would be shot dead within 24
hours, they said.

¥ IndiGo to add more
int’l destinations

New Delhi: IndiGo will
continue to add more overseas
destinations with A321 XLRs
set to join the fleet this fiscal
year and aims to increase its
international capacity share to
40 per cent by 2030. Also, the
country's largest airline plans
to explore new opportunities in
the MRO (maintenance, repair
and overhaul) space, according
to its annual report for 2024-25.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 27: The first
week of disruption in Parlia-
ment’s Monsoon session is set
to give way to a fiery debate on
the Pahalgam attack and Oper-
ation Sindoor from Monday as
the ruling alliance and the Op-
position prepare to lock horns
over the two issues steeped in
national security and foreign
policy imperatives.

The BJP-led ruling Nation-
al Democratic Alliance and
Opposition parties are expect-
ed to field their top guns during
the discussion in the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha.

Sources said Home Minister
Amit Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
will be speaking on the issues
amid indications that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi may
make an intervention to convey

Rahul slams BJP over
demolitions in Delhi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 27: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Sunday
said hundreds of slum dwell-
ers in Delhi are going through
the pain of being rendered
homeless with their houses
being destroyed by the BJP
government, as he claimed
that this "atrocity" exposes
the ruling party's "insensitiv-
ity" towards the poor and its
"arrogance of power".

The leader of opposition in
the Lok Sabha shared a vid-
eo of his recent visit to Del-
hi's Ashok Vihar area where
houses of several people were
brought down by the adminis-
tration.

"Imagine, how would you
feel if the roof over the head
of your parents, children or
siblings is suddenly taken
away - if your entire family is
rendered homeless in a single
moment? Hundreds of poor
families living in the jhuggis
of Delhi are going through this
pain today," Gandhi said in his
post in Hindi on X along with
the video. The small houses in
which they had settled their
entire life were "ruthlessly
destroyed" by the BJP govern-
ment, he alleged.

These were not just houses -
these were their dreams, their
dignity and their means of
living, he said. "This atrocity
being committed in the name
of administration exposes the
BJP's insensitivity towards the
poor and its arrogance of pow-
er," Gandhi said.
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Pahalgam attack, O

his government's "robust" stand
against terrorism.

Leaders of Opposition in
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge, may lead the charge
against the government along
with Samajwadi Party's Akh-
ilesh Yadav, besides a host of
other members.

After the first week of ses-
sion ended up a virtual wash-
out due to Opposition protests
on the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls in
Bihar and other issues, Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju had said July 25
that the Opposition has agreed
to the start of a discussion on
the Pahalgam attack and Oper-
ation Sindoor in the Lok Sabha
Monday and in the Rajya Sabha
Tuesday.

The two sides have consented
to a marathon 16-hour debate in
each House, which invariably

p Sindoor

The BJP-led ruling
National Democratic
Alliance and
Opposition parties
are expected to field
their top guns during
the discussion in the
Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha

stretches longer in practice.

Besides its battery of minis-
ters and leaders like Anurag
Thakur, Sudhanshu Trivedi
and Nishikant Dubey, the rul-
ing NDA is expected to field
its members from the seven
multi-party delegations that
had travelled to over 30 world
capitals to present India's case
after Operation Sindoor.

They include Shrikant Shin-
de of the Shiv Sena, Sanjay Jha
of the JD(U) and Harish Balayo-
gi of the TDP, among others.

A big question mark is on
whether Shashi Tharoor, who
had led the delegation to the
US among other countries, will
be picked as a speaker by the
Congress, as the seasoned Lok
Sabha member's enthusiastic
endorsement of the govern-
ment's action following the ter-
ror attack has soured his ties
with his party.

People visit the newly inaugurated glass bridge — Maharashtra's first — built over the Napne Waterfall, near

Vaibhavwadi, in Sindhudurg, Maharashtra

BSF steps up Bangla border watch with cams, biometrics

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 27: More
than 5,000 body-worn cameras
are being provided to Border
Security Force troops guard-
ing the India-Bangladesh in-
ternational border as part of a
measure to record visuals and
evidence of deporting illegal
Bangladeshis apart from in-
stances of criminals attacking
the personnel on duty.

Official sources in the securi-
ty establishment told PTI that
a select number of border out-
posts (BOPs) of the force along
the 4,096 kms front are also be-

ing equipped with gadgets to
capture biometrics like finger
prints and iris (eyes) scan of
illegal Bangladeshis for shar-
ing this data to the Foreigners
Registration Office (FRO).

The two policy decisions to
bolster BSF capabilities at this
front have been taken in the
wake of the stepped up security
arrangements along the border
following the fall of the Sheikh
Hasina government in Bangla-
desh August 5, 2024.

The sources said the Union
home ministry recently ap-
proved these two proposals of

Up to 3 yrs jail term
for those involved
in film piracy: Govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 27: In a bid
to curb digital piracy, the gov-
ernment has amended laws to
include jail term and strict fines
of up to five per cent of the pro-
duction cost for those involved
in illegal recording and trans-
mission of films.

The gove rnment
brought in these changes to the
Cinematograph Act two years
ago to strengthen the provisions
against film piracy. "The amend-
ments include strict punishment
of a minimum three months im-
prisonment and fine of Rs three
lakh, which can be extended up
to three years imprisonment
and fine up to five per cent of the
audited gross production cost,"
Minister of State for Information
and Broadcasting L. Murugan
told Parliament last week.

He said Section 6AA and 6AB
of the Cinematograph Act pro-
hibit unauthorised recording
and transmission of films.

"Newly added Section 7(1B)
(ii) of the Cinematograph Act
empowers the Government to
issue necessary directions to
intermediaries for hosting pi-
rated content," Murugan said.

He said the Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcasting
and the Central Board of Film
Certification have been empow-
ered to receive complaints from
copyright holders or authorised
persons, and issue necessary di-
rections to intermediaries host-
ing such content.
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K’taka mass burial:
SIT intensifies probe;
DGP joins investigation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mangaluru (Karnataka),
July 27: The Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT), set up by
the Karnataka government to
probe the allegations of "mass
burials" in Dharmasthala,
intensified its investigation,
with consultation and inquiries
Sunday.

The man who had confessed
to burying bodies in Dhar-
masthala appeared before the
SIT for the second day for in-
quiry. The SIT team was joined
by its chief Pronab Mohanty
-- Director General of Police
(Internal Security Division) --
who oversaw on-ground assess-
ments and reviewed progress
with officers. The team also
held detailed discussions with
local authorities, scrutinised
records of missing persons,
and revisited earlier reports of
suspicious deaths in the region,
officials said. Investigators al-
so interacted with residents in
and around Dharmasthala and
inspected specific sites believed
to be associated with the allega-
tions, they said.

The SIT was constituted by

the state government follow-
ing claims about alleged mass
murder, rape, and burials in
Dharmasthala, over the past
two decades. The SIT, headed
by Mohanty, consists of Deputy
Inspector General of Police (Re-
cruitment) M N Anucheth and
IPS officers Soumyalatha S K
and Jitendra Kumar Dayama.
Twenty police personnel--in-
spectors, sub-inspectors, head
constables and constables--from
Udupi, Dakshina Kannada and
Uttara Kannada have also been
deployed to the SIT.

A former sanitation worker,
whose identity has not been
revealed, has claimed that he
worked in Dharmasthala be-
tween 1995 and 2014, and that he
was forced to bury a number of
bodies, including those of wom-
en and minors, in Dharmastha-
la.He had alleged that some of
the bodies showed signs of sex-
ual assault. He has also given a
statement before a magistrate
in this regard. Further field
visits, including technical and
forensic surveys, are expected
in the coming days as the SIT
continues its probe, said police
sources.

Banke Bihari temple panel moves
SC against UP govt ordinance

New Delhi: The management committee of the Thakur Shree Banke Bihari
Ji Maharaj temple in Mathura has moved the Supreme Court against

a Uttar Pradesh government ordinance that vests the control of the
shrine's administration with the state. In a plea filed through advocate
Tanvi Dubey, the temple management committee, comprising 350
members and "sewayat" Rajat Goswami, said the state's conduct is
visibly mala fide as an issue concerning the use of temple funds to
acquire five acres of land was already decided by the high court on
November 8, 2023 and it has denied the state the permission to use
the temple funds for acquiring the land. The committee said the Uttar
Pradesh government did not file appeals against the high court's
November 8, 2023 order and instead, an impleadment application was
filed in the pending plea before the top court.

! bout 5,000

1 body-worn cameras
are being sent in two
batches to BSF troops
guarding the India-
Bangladesh interna-
tional border

hese cameras are

night-vision enabled
and can record about
12-14 hours of footage,
the sources said

the BSF headquarters follow-
ing a "comprehensive review"
of the security situation along
the Bangladesh border.

About 5,000 body-worn

cameras are being sent in two
batches to BSF troops guarding
the India-Bangladesh interna-
tional border. These cameras
are night-vision enabled and

can record about 12-14 hours
of footage, the sources said.

The cameras will be help-
ful in recording the facts and
evidence when BSF troops
deport illegal Bangladeshis or
engage with miscreants to stop
cross-border crimes like drugs,
cattle and fake Indian currency
notes (FICN) smuggling apart
from human trafficking and
infiltration, they said.

The recordings will also act
as evidence in cases where BSF
troops are attacked by crimi-
nals from both the countries,
the sources said.

Over 50 per cent children stunted across 13 Indian states

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 27: As many
as 63 districts across 13 states
and Union Territory, including
34 in Uttar Pradesh, have report-
ed that more than 50 per cent of
children enrolled in anganwa-
dis are stunted, according to an
analysis of multiple documents
submitted in Parliament.

The analysis also showed that
199 districts reported stunting
levels between 30 per cent and
40 per cent. Stunting is a form
of chronic undernutrition that
occurs when children do not re-
ceive adequate nutrition over a
long period of time.

According to the data based
on the Ministry of Women and
Child Development’s Poshan
Tracker for June 2025, some
of the worst-affected districts
with highest level of stunting
include Nandurbar in Maha-

rashtra (68.12 per cent), West

Singhbhum in Jharkhand
(66.27 per cent), Chitrakoot in
Uttar Pradesh (59.48 per cent),
Shivpuri in Madhya Pradesh
(58.20 per cent), and Bongaiga-
on in Assam (54.76 per cent). Ut-
tar Pradesh leads the list with
34 districts showing stunting

levels above 50 per cent, fol-
lowed by Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Bihar, and Assam.

In response to multiple ques-
tions, the Women and Child
Development Ministry said
that 35.91 per cent of the 8.19
crore children aged 0-76 years
measured across anganwadis

he analysis also showed that

199 districts reported stunting
levels between 30 per cent and 40
per cent

tunting is a form of chronic

undernutrition that occurs when
children do not receive adequate
nutrition over a long period of time

were stunted and 16.5 per cent
were underweight. Among chil-
dren below five years of age, the
prevalence of stunting was even
higher at 37.07 per cent.

The situation is equally se-
rious in terms of underweight
children. Nandurbar in Maha-
rashtra recorded 48.26 per cent
underweight prevalence, the
highest in the country, followed
by districts like Dhar (42 per
cent), Khargone (36.19 per cent)
and Barwani (36.04 per cent) in
in Madhya Pradesh, Dang in

Gujarat (37.20 per cent), Dungar-
pur (35.04 per cent), and Sukma
in Chhattisgarh (34.76 per cent).

Wasting, which indicates
acute malnutrition, was high-
est in Dhar, Madhya Pradesh,
at 17.15 per cent, followed by
Bijapur in Chhattisgarh (15.20
per cent) and Mon in Naga-
land (15.10 per cent). Madhya
Pradesh has multiple districts
with stunting above 50 per cent,
including Shivpuri (58.20 per
cent), Khargone (55.02 per cent)
and Guna (52.86 per cent).

Assam also has multiple dis-
tricts with stunting above 50 per
cent, including Cachar (54.11 per
cent), Darrang (51.65 per cent),
and South Salmara-Mankachar
(52.67 per cent). Arunachal
Pradesh's Tirap (52.74 per cent)
and Upper Subansiri (52.10 per
cent) also figure among the
worst hit.

Karnataka's Raichur (52.76
per cent) and Bagalkot (51.61
per cent), Rajasthan’s Salum-
bar (52.95 per cent), and Guja-
rat's Narmada (50.71 per cent)
further have high prevalence of
stunting. Among Union Territo-
ries, Mahe in Puducherry had a
stunting rate of 57.38 per cent,
the highest among UTs.

Responding to another ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Minister
of State for Women and Child
Development Savitri Thakur
had stressed that nutrition is
not just about food but involves
factors like sanitation, safe
drinking water, and education.

She added that the govern-
ment is implementing ‘Mission
Saksham Anganwadi’ and ‘Posh-
an 2.0’, an umbrella scheme that
integrates anganwadi services,
‘Poshan Abhiyaan’, and adoles-
cent nutrition programmes.
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We have a
‘ 50-50 chance,

maybe less
than that, but a
50-50 chance of
making a deal with
the EU

DONALD TRUMP I PRESIDENT, US

Maldives
and India
have a very

good relationship
that goes back
centuries, and
with his leadership
and cooperation between our two
countries, between our two gov-
ernments, | am sure it's going to be
prosperous, even more prosperous
in the days ahead

MOHAMED MUIZZU | PRESIDENT, MALDIVES

The continued
‘ captivity of
hostages,
the starvation
and denial of
humanitarian aid .
to the Palestinian "
people, the increasing violence
from extremist settler groups, and
Israel's disproportionate military
escalation in Gaza

KEIR STARMER | PM, BRITISH

SHORT TAKES

I No US visa for Nigerians

WASHINGTON: The United
States is pausing all routine
visa services at US embassy in
Nigerien capital Niamey until
further notice, according

to a State Department
spokesperson and an internal
State Department cable

seen by Reuters Saturday.
The July 25-dated cable

did not provide a reason

for the move but a State
Department spokesperson
said the pause, which

would cover all immigrant
and non-immigrant visa
categories, was in place

until Washington addressed
"concerns with the
Government of Niger." The
spokesperson did not provide
further details on the reason,
but said that most diplomatic
and official visas were
excepted from the pause.

I Russia starts NK flights

Moscow: Russia will launch
direct passenger flights from
Moscow to North Korea's
capital Pyongyang Sunday,
Russian authorities said, as
the two former communist
bloc allies move to improve
ties following Russia's
invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
The start of regular flights
between the capitals for the
first time since the mid-1990s,
according to Russian aviation
blogs, follows the resumption
of Moscow-Pyongyang
passenger rail service, a 10-
day journey, in June.

@ Oppn members executed

Tehran: Iran said Sunday it
has executed two members
of the exiled opposition group
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq after
convicting them of carrying
out attacks on public and
civilian infrastructure. The
judiciary's official news
website, Mizan Online,
reported that Behrouz Ehsani
Eslamlou and Mehdi Hasani
were hanged Sunday morning
after being found guilty of
using improvised mortar
launchers to target residential
areas, educational institutions
and government buildings.
The report said Eslamlou had
a long history with the group,
dating back to the 1980s.

1S rebels kill 34 in church

Kinshasa: The death toll
from an attack on a Catholic
church in eastern Congo by
Islamic State-backed rebels
has risen to 34, according to
a civil society leader. "The
bodies of the victims are still
at the scene of the tragedy,
and volunteers are preparing
how to bury them in a mass
grave that we are preparing
in a compound of the
Catholic church,” Dieudonne
Duranthabo, a civil society
coordinator in Komanda, in
the Ituri province, told The
Associated Press.

Weight of war: Gaza infant dies lighter than born

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gaza Strip, July 27: A moth-
er pressed a final kiss to what
remained of her 5-month-old
daughter and wept. Esraa Abu
Halib's baby now weighed less
than when she was born.

On a sunny street in shat-
tered Gaza, the bundle con-
taining Zainab Abu Halib rep-
resented the latest death from
starvation after 21 months of
war and Israeli restrictions on
aid.

The baby was brought to the
pediatric department of Nass-
er Hospital Friday. She was
already dead. A worker at the
morgue carefully removed her
Mickey Mouse-printed shirt,
pulling it over her sunken, open
eyes. He pulled up the hems of
her pants to show her knobby
knees. His thumb was wider
than her ankle. He could count
the bones of her chest.

The girl had weighed over 3
kilograms when she was born,
her mother said. When she
died, she weighed less than 2
kilograms.

A doctor said it was a case of
“severe, severe starvation.”

She was wrapped in a white
sheet for burial and placed on
the sandy ground for prayers.
The bundle was barely wider
than the imam's stance. He
raised his open hands and in-
voked Allah once more.

Zainab was one of 85 children
to die of malnutrition-related
causes in Gaza during the war,
according to the latest toll re-
leased by the territory's Health
Ministry Saturday. It said 127
people had died of malnutri-
tion-related causes overall,

bk

We continue our military
operation in Ukraine be-
cause all proposals for di-
alogue were rejected, both
by Ukraine and by Western

KOREAN WAR ANNIVERSARY

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un said
the country would achieve victory in
"anti-imperalist, anti-US" battles, as
the country marked the anniversary of
the Korean War armistice, state media
reported Sunday. North Korea signed

countries
DMITRY PESKOV |

SPOKESMAN, KREMLIN

with the adult deaths counted
in just the past few weeks.

“She needed a special baby
formula which did not exist in
Gaza," Zainab's father, Ahmed
Abu Halib, told The Associated
Press as he prepared for her fu-
neral prayers in the hospital's
courtyard in the southern city
of Khan Younis.

Dr Ahmed al-Farah, head of
the pediatric department, said
the girl had needed a special
type of formula that helps with
babies allergic to cow's milk.

He said she hadn't suffered
from any diseases, but the lack

Thailand, Cambodian

leaders to meet for talks

The 800-kilometre frontier between Thailand and Cambodia has been
disputed for decades, but past confrontations have been limited and brief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangkok, July 27: Thai and
Cambodian leaders will meet
in Malaysia for talks to end
hostilities, a spokesperson for
the Thai prime minister's office
said Sunday.

Jirayu Huangsap said Act-
ing Prime Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai will attend Mon-
day's talks in response to an in-
vitation from Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim “to dis-
cuss peace efforts in the region.”

This comes following pressure
from US President Donald Trump
to end a deadly border dispute,
now in its fourth day, which has
killed at least 34 people and dis-
placed more than 168,000.

The spokesperson also said
Phumtham's Cambodian coun-
terpart Hun Manet will also at-
tend the talks, though this was
not immediately confirmed by
the Cambodian side. He added
that Anwar was acting in his
capacity as chair of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations,

K"' THAILAND

with Thailand's foreign minis-
ter to implement the ceasefire.
Thailand expressed cautious
support. Phumtham thanked
Trump and said that Thailand
agreed in principle to a cease-
fire but stressed the need for
“sincere intention” from Cam-
bodia, the Thai Foreign Minis-
try said. Phumtham called for
swift bilateral talks to discuss
concrete steps toward a peace-
ful resolution, it said.
Blame game
The fighting flared Thurs-
day after a land mine
explosion along the

SAYS MALAYSIA border wounded

TO HOST TALKS five Thai sol-

or ASEAN, held MONDAY diers. Both sides

onanannualro-  gory papersexpecTep  Plamed  each

tating basis by other for start-
N TO ATTEND TALKS N

its 10 members. ing the clashes.

Trump posted DEATH TOLL OVER 30, Both countries

on Truth Social EVACUATIONS EXCEED recalled their

Saturday that he 168,000 AFTER FOUR ambassadors and

spoke to the leaders
of Thailand and Cambo-
dia and suggested he would
not move forward with trade
agreements with either coun-
try if the hostilities continued.
He later said both sides agreed
to meet to negotiate a ceasefire.
Both sides agree for truce

Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Manet said earlier Sunday
his country agreed to pursue an
“immediate and unconditional
ceasefire.” He said Trump told
him that Thailand had also
agreed to halt attacks following
the US president's conversation
with Phumtham.

He said he tasked his depu-
ty, Foreign Minister Prak Sok-
honn, to coordinate next steps
with US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio and to engage directly

DAYS OF FIGHTING

Thailand closed its

border crossings with
Cambodia.

Despite the diplomatic ef-
forts, fighting continued Sun-
day along parts of the con-
tested border, with both sides
refusing to budge and trading
blame over renewed shelling
and troop movements.

Col Richa Suksowanont, a
Thai army deputy spokesper-
son, said Cambodian forces
fired heavy artillery into Surin
province, including at civilian
homes, early Sunday.

He said Cambodia also
launched rocket attacks tar-
geting the ancient Ta Muen
Thom temple, claimed by both
countries, and other areas in a
bid to reclaim territory secured
by Thai troops.

an armistice agreement with the United
States and China July 27, 1953, ending
the fighting in the three-year war

85 CHILDREN HAVE DIED OF
MALNUTRITION-RELATED
CAUSES IN GAZA DURING

THE WAR

ISRAELI MILITARY ANNOUNCES
DAILY PAUSES IN GAZA AREAS
TO ALLOW AID FOR HUNGRY

WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME

SAID THAT A THIRD OF GAZA'S
POPULATION OF AROUND 2MN
WERE NOT EATING FOR DAYS
AND NEARLY HALF A MILLION
WERE ENDURING FAMINE-LIKE
CONDITIONS

of the formula led to chronic
diarrhea and vomiting. She
wasn't able to swallow as her
weakened immune system led
to a bacterial infection and
sepsis, and quickly lost more
weight.

The child's family, like many
of Gaza's Palestinians, lives in
a tent, displaced. Her mother,
who also has suffered from mal-
nutrition, said she breastfed the
girl for only six weeks before
trying to feed her formula.

“With my daughter's death,

many will follow,” she said.
“Their names are on a list that
no one looks at. They are just
names and numbers. We are
just numbers. Our children,
whom we carried for nine
months and then gave birth to,
have become just numbers.”
Her loose robe hid her own
weight loss.

The arrival of children suf-
fering from malnutrition has
surged in recent weeks, al-Far-
ah said. His department, with
a capacity of eight beds, has
been treating about 60 cases of
acute malnutrition. They have
placed additional mattresses on
the ground.

Doctors and aid workers in
Gaza blame Israel's restrictions
on the entry of aid and medical
supplies. Food security experts
warn of famine in the territory
of over 2 million people.

After ending the latest cease-
fire in March, Israel cut off the
entry of food, medicine, fuel
and other supplies completely
to Gaza for 2 % months, saying
it aimed to pressure Hamas to
release hostages.

US, EU announce
trade framework

REUTERS

Turnberry, July 27: The Unit-
ed States has struck a frame-
work trade deal with Europe,
US President Donald Trump
announced Sunday, averting
a spiralling row between two
allies who account for almost
a third of global trade.

The deal, that includes a 15%
tariff on EU goods entering the
US and significant EU purchas-
es of US energy and military
equipment, will bring welcome
clarity for EU companies.

However, the baseline tariff
of 15% will be seen by many in
Europe as a poor outcome com-
pared to the initial European
ambition of a zero-for-zero tariff

deal, although it is better than
the threatened 30% rate.

The announcement came
after European Commission
President Ursula von der Ley-
en travelled to Scotland for
talks with US President Donald
Trump to push a hard-fought
deal over the line.

Trump, who is seeking to re-
order the global economy and
reduce decades-old US trade
deficits, has so far reeled in
agreements with Britain, Ja-
pan, Indonesia and Vietnam, al-
though his administration has
failed to deliver on a promise of
"90 deals in 90 days."

Trump has periodically
railed against the European
Union saying it was "formed
to screw the United States" on
trade.

His main bugbear is the US
merchandise trade deficit with
the EU, which in 2024 reached
$235 billion, according to US
Census Bureau data. The EU
points to the US surplus in ser-
vices, which it says partially
redresses the balance.

Indian brutally attacked
with machete in Australia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Melbourne, July 27: A
33-year-old Indian-origin man
was brutally attacked with a
machete by a group of teenag-
ers in Australia, leaving him
with multiple injuries, includ-
ing a nearly severed hand.

Saurabh Anand was ap-
proached by the teenage boys
from behind when he was walk-
ing home July 19 after picking
up medicines at a pharmacy
at Central Square Shopping
Centre in Altona Meadows,
Melbourne, according to media
reports and police.

They shoved him to the
ground before viciously attack-
ing him, The Age newspaper
reported.

One of the teenagers had his
hands in Anand's pockets, rum-
maging for valuables.

He said another boy punched
him in the head repeatedly un-
til he fell to the ground. A third
teen pulled out a machete and
held it to his throat,

“They didn't stop there,” the
newspaper quoted Anand as
saying from his hospital bed,
days after enduring several sur-
geries to reattach his severed
left hand.

“My instinctive reaction was
to bring my arm up to protect my
face and wrist. While I was trying
to protect myself, the machete
just went through my wrist. The
second attack, the machete went
through my hand ... the third
went through my bone.”

Anand alleged he was then
slashed and stabbed with the
machete on his shoulder and
back. “I was just trying to sur-
vive,” he said. “All I remember
is the pain, and my hand was

.. hanging by a thread. There
were bone ruptures on my
arm as well.”“I was just tum-
bling around, half-concussed,
half-conscious.”

Anand was rushed to the hos-
pital after he cried out for help
to strangers passing by. They
found him bloodied outside the
shopping centre and called tri-
ple zero, the paper reported. The
teenagers fled with his phone.

Anand said doctors initial-
ly thought they would have
to amputate his left hand. But
surgeons were able to reattach
it following hours of gruelling
emergency surgery, which in-
cluded inserting screws into
his wrist and hand. He also
suffered head injuries, broken
bones in his left arm and a frac-
ture in his spine.

CHARRED REMAINS: A destroyed car is seen on scorched land as a wildfire burns, in the V|Ilage of Thymar| near

Athens, Greece

REUTERS

UK plans social media watchdog for anti-migrant posts

Plans for the new
unit came as protests
outside hotels housing
asylum-seekers spread
across towns such as

Norwich, Leeds and
Bournemouth over
the weekend

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, July 27: The British
government is planning a new
intelligence unit pulled from
across police forces to monitor
and flag anti-migrant posts on
social media to pre-empt them
flaring into violent protests,a UK
media report claimed Sunday.
Plans for a so-called National
Internet Intelligence Investiga-

tions team working out of the
National Police Coordination
Centre (NPoCC) in London
emerged in a letter to members
of Parliament by UK Policing
Minister Dame Diana Johnson
recently, according to ‘The Sun-
day Telegraph'.

The NPoCC provides the cen-
tral planning for police forces
across the UK when dealing
with protests and civil disorder,
similar to anti-immigration pro-
tests that broke out last year.

“We are carefully consider-
ing recommendations made by
the [Commons Home Affairs]
committee and HMICFRS [His
Majesty's Inspectorate of Con-
stabulary and Fire and Rescue
Services] in this area, including
building a National Internet In-
telligence Investigations team as
part of the National Police Coor-

dination Centre (NPoCC),” John-
son wrote in her letter to MPs.
“This team will provide a
national capability to monitor
social media intelligence and
advise on its use to inform local
operational decision-making.
This will be a dedicated function
at a national level for exploiting

internet intelligence to help lo-
cal forces manage public safety
threats and risks,” she said.
The minister was responding
to an inquiry by the House of
Commons Home Affairs Com-
mittee into the police's han-
dling of last year's riots in early
August. Those riots were trig-

This is the beginning of the
state controlling free speech.

It is sinister, dangerous and
must be fought. Reform UK will do
just that

NIGEL FARAGE | LEADER OF
ANTI-MIGRATION REFORM UK

gered by online misinformation
about the immigration status of
Welsh-born Rwandan heritage
knifeman Axel Rudakubana
who killed three schoolgirls at
a Taylor Swift themed dance
class in Southport, north-west
England, in July 2024.

The report recommended
setting up a new policing sys-
tem with “enhanced capacity to
monitor and respond to social
media at the national level”.

The HMICFRS in its anal-
ysis had also flagged policing
“hasn't kept pace with the

fast-developing nature of online
communications” and was too
“passive” in the face of online
misinformation.

The watchdog said: “The
disorder in 2024 shows that po-
licing needs to act now and be
more responsive to those risks.
It must recognise that online
content could contain vital in-
telligence.”

Meanwhile, Opposition party
critics raised free speech con-
cerns over the creation of such
a unit. “Two-tier Keir can't po-
lice the streets, so he's trying to
police opinions instead. They're
setting up a central team to
monitor what you post, what
you share, what you think, be-
cause deep down they know the
public don't buy what they're
selling,” said shadow home
secretary Chris Philp.
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A good solu- ey
‘ tion needs M‘

trained talent, :
data, and technol- ?
ogy. Offer credible,
actionable end-to-
end solution. You
flood clients with data empower-

ment on time within minutes

ASHUTOSH I CEO, KANALYTICS
I can foresee
that evenifl
am not there
the market attrac-
tion, the levels of
future of Nestle will continue to be
bright in this country
NESTLE INDIA
Right now, — Sl
‘ our custom- ! S
ers are using /
[
we (Indian Bank) v "f'
have to pay them a ‘ h
fee. Monthly, it will o
the IND-UPI payment facility,
customers will be able to
BINOD KUMAR | CEO, INDIAN BANK
New Delhi: India's top IT
services firms delivered
in April-June, capping off a
§ mixed, somewhat-sobering
instability and geopolitical
tensions weighed on global
of Q1 report cards of Indian
IT giants shows year-on-year
0.8 per cent (for Wipro) to 8.1
per cent (HCL Technologies).
its results review on Infosys,
noted that overall the business
due to unresolved tariffs and
geopolitical issues, prompting
discretionary spending, and
delaying decision-making.
Equities expects the demand
environment to remain
two quarters due to macro
uncertainty. TCS' revenue rose
363,437 crore, while bottomline
improved 5.9 per cent to
headquartered Infosys revenue
was up 7.5 per cent to 342,279
crore translated into an 8.6 per
cent growth. Wipro's topline
322,135 crore but its profit rose
at a faster 9.8 per cent clip
revenue was 8.1 per cent higher
at 30,349 crore but profit fell
year-on-year, Tech Mahindra
clocked 2.65 per cent revenue

at the helm, but

investment and the

SURESH NARAYANAN I OUTGOING CHAIRMAN ,

other UPI apps and

be around %12 crore. With

save 712 crore per month

I Top IT cos Q1 result
single-digit revenue growth
quarter as macroeconomic
tech demand. An overview
revenue growth ranging from
Axis Securities, while penning
environment remains uncertain

- clients to be cautious with

Nuvama Institutional
challenging for the next one-
1.3 per cent year-on-year to
%12,760 crore. For Bengaluru-
crore, while net profit at 6,921
grew 0.77 per cent in Q1 to
t0 %3,336.5 crore. HCL Tech
9.7 per cent to 3843 crore
growth to ¥13,351.2 crore.

™ Whirlpool India
profit almost flat

New Delhi: Consumer
durables maker Whirlpool of
India Ltd Saturday reported

a marginal increase in its
consolidated net profit to
%146.08 crore for the June 2025
quarter. The company had
posted a net profit of ¥145.25
crore during the April-June
quarter of the previous fiscal,
according to a regulatory

filing by Whirlpool of India,

a subsidiary of US-based
Whirlpool Corporation. Its
revenue from operations
slipped 2.58 per cent to
32,432.32 crore during the
quarter under review. It

was 32,496.86 crore in the
corresponding period of the
previous fiscal. "Despite a
very significant decline in
industry of air conditioners
and refrigerators in Q1 2025-26,
Whirlpool was able to actually
grow profits by keeping its
volume decline minimal via
continuing to gain market
shares in the refrigerator and
washer category in April-May,"
the company said. Whirlpool
of India's total expenses were
%2,289.95 crore in the June
quarter, down 2.65 per cent. Its
total income, which includes
other income, declined 2.42 per
cent to 32,486.39 crore in the
June quarter.
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Early Monsoon hits
beverage sector

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 27: Early
monsoon and unseasonal rain-
fall this year in most parts of
the country have impacted the
topline of beverage makers in
the June quarter.

This has not only impacted
sales of the cola brands but al-
so traditional milk-based bev-
erage products, such as lassi,
shakes, flavoured milks, and
buttermilk.

Interestingly, the beverage
makers had early volume gains
in 2026 as summer arrived ear-
ly. They had stocked inventory
and channels in anticipation of
a repeat of last year's bumper
sales.

However, by mid-April, inter-
mittent rainfall started hitting
southern and western India,
impacting overall which sales
from early May.

The Coca-Cola Company
Chairman and CEO James
Quincey, in the latest inves-
tors' call, said the company got
a "hit by some early monsoon
in India", in the June quarter,
which is the important selling
season in the country.

The company had a good
start in the quarter, but early
arrival of monsoon impacted it,
said Quincey.

"In India, after a strong start
to the year, volume declined, as
our business was impacted by
early monsoons and geopolit-

ical conflict (India-Pakistan
conflict) early in the important
summer season," he said.

India is the fifth largest mar-
ket for The Coca-Cola Compa-
ny, which operates here with
brands as ThumsUp, Sprite,
Maaza, Minute Maid, Kinley,
besides Coca-Cola and Coke.

For PepsiCo, India contin-
ues to be a double-digit growth
path; however, its beverage
business was also hit in India
during the quarter under re-
view.

PepsiCo's International
Beverages Franchise (IBF)
segment, which focuses on the
bottling and distribution of
PepsiCo's beverage brands out-
side of North America, had "a
decline in India" in the second
(June) quarter, the company
said earlier this month in its
earnings statement.

IBF includes PepsiCo's in-
ternational franchise beverage
businesses, as well as its soda
stream business. In India, Pep-
siCo's bottling operations in
India are mostly handled by
its largest franchisee is Varun
Beverages Ltd (VBL).

Several dairy companies also
faced an impact on sales of bev-
erage products in the quarter,
due to unseasonal rainfall and
early arrival of monsoon.

IDA President R S Sodhi said
more rain has affected the de-
mand for beverages, including
dairy-based ones, this year.

b

UK companies can now provide
telecom, construction, and
related services in India without
establishing a local presence,
enjoying full national treatment,
meaning they will be treated on
par with Indian firms

PIYUSH GOYAL | PIYUSH GOYAL

317,800 CR DEMAND NOTICE
TO TATA COMMUNICATIONS

The Department of Telecom has issued a
"show-cause-cum-demand notice" of about ¥7,800
crore to Tata Communications over adjusted gross
revenue dues, according to an official note by the
company. The demand has been raised by the
Department of Telecom (DoT) for adjusted gross
revenue (AGR) from 2005-06 till 2023-24

Savings deposit rates of
some PSBs at historic low

Savings deposit rates
in some public sector
banks are at a historic
low since deregulation
in 2011, according to
the report. While small
savings schemes
remain unchanged,
banks have adjusted
lending rates
downward following
repo rate cuts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 27: Savings de-
posit rates of some public sec-
tor banks (PSBs) are prevailing
at a historical low, since their
de-regulation in 2011, according
to the latest bulletin of the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI).

The weighted average do-
mestic term deposit rates for
fresh deposits have declined
significantly for both PSBs and
private sector banks.

"Currently, the savings de-
posit rates of some PSBs are
prevailing at a historical low,
since their de-regulation in
2011," said an article published

in the the RBI's July bulletin.

In October, 2011, the RBI
had deregulated the savings
bank deposit interest rate, and
allowed banks to determine the
interest rate at their own.

The rates on small savings
schemes were kept unchanged
by the government during the
ongoing September quarter.
The prevailing rates on these
instruments are higher than
the formula-based rates by 33-
118 bps, the article said.

It further said in response
to the 100-bps reduction in the
policy repo rate since February
2025, banks have adjusted their
repo-linked external bench-
mark-based lending rates down-
ward by 100 bps and marginal
cost of funds-based lending rate

NLC India to source rare earth from

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 27: State-
owned NLC India Ltd is ex-
ploring possibilities to source
rare earth element from over-
seas and the company has also
begun preliminary talks for
lithium blocks in Mali, West
Africa and for copper and co-
balt mines in the Republic of
the Congo, its CMD Prasanna
Kumar Motupalli said.

The remarks came amid Chi-
na's recent curbs on exports of
rare earth elements, impacting
the global supply chain of the
critical mineral which has di-
verse usage ranging from the
manufacturing of home appli-
ances to electric vehicles.

Motupalli said that both

Economy to

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 27: Indian
economy is growing at a ro-
bust pace and will not face any
challenge in achieving a growth
rate upwards of 6.5 per cent in
the current financial year, RBI
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) member Nagesh Kumar
said Sunday.

Kumar, further said that In-
dian economy, among all econ-
omies, continues to remain a
bright spot for the world.

"Actually, more than a third
of global economies are under
the debt crisis...The industri-
alised economies are facing a
lot of pressure and high infla-

mines and coal ministries have
very clearly communicated to
the Navratna firm to "aggres-
sively" explore and mine both
critical mineral blocks and rare
earth elements.

"We are in touch with the
Ministry of Mines and Minis-
try of Coal, and based on the ad-
vice from them we have started
taking initial steps of some of
the mines abroad. So as on date
we are studying some lithium
mines in Mali and copper and
cobalt mines in the Republic of
the Congo," the Chairman and
Managing Director (CMD) said.

The CMD said that the things
are still at the preliminary
stage and future course of ac-
tion will be decided after the
signing of the non-disclosure

agreement which is expected
this month.

"But we will be cautious
while finalising this. We will

grow over 6.5%: Kumar

tion and the slowdown of eco-
nomic growth," he said.

But because Indian economy
is more driven by domestic con-
sumption and domestic invest-
ment, less by export or trade,
Kumar said India continues to
grow very robustly. "I do not see
any challenges in Indian econo-
my achieving upwards of 6.5 per
cent kind of growth in the cur-
rent year and the following year.

"And, you know, hopefully
this kind of growth momentum
will continue for coming years,
but also be over time strength-
ened to 7-7.5 per cent," he said.

The Indian economy is esti-
mated to have grown at 6.5 per
cent in the previous fiscal year.

As per the Reserve Bank of
India's projections, the coun-
try's economy will expand at
the same rate in the current
fiscal year as well.

On inflation, Kumar said
current rate of CPI inflation
is around 2 per cent and this
is largely a result of the policy
adopted by the MPC (monetary
policy committee) or RBI, and
now it has come down to within
the target range.

On further rate cuts, he said,
"It will depend on all different
macro numbers, not just in-
flation numbers. If inflation
comes down to 2 per cent in one
month then it does not mean
that it will stay there."

be taking all the factors of so-
cio-economic condition, stabil-
ity in the respective countries
and then we will move for-

No GST

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, July 27: The gov-
ernment has reiterated that
there is no plan to levy goods
and services tax (GST) on uni-
fied payments interface (UP-
I)-based transactions exceeding
Rs 2,000.

Pankaj Chaudhary, Minis-
ter of State of Finance, said in
the Rajya Sabha that "there is
no recommendation of levying
GST on UPI transactions of over
Rs 2.000 from the GST Council”.

Answering a question about
whether the government is
considering a proposal to levy
GST on UPI transactions of

by 10 bps.

Consequently, the weighted
average lending rates on fresh
and outstanding rupee loans of
commercial banks declined 26
bps (domestic banks - 24 bps)
and 18 bps (domestic banks - 16
bps), respectively, during Feb-
ruary-May 2025.

On the deposit side, the
weighted average domestic
term deposit rates on fresh and
outstanding deposits moderat-
ed by 51 bps and 2 bps, respec-
tively, during the same period.

During the current easing
cycle (February-May 2025), the
decline in weighted average
lending rates on both fresh and
outstanding rupee loans was
higher for PSBs as compared
to private sector banks.

OVCTSCas

ward," he explained.

The company, he said, is tar-
geting to produce one million
metric tonnes of critical mineral
in the next five years from both
domestic sources and overseas.

The company had earlier
bagged two critical and strate-
gic mineral blocks located in
Balod district of Chhattisgarh.
The blocks -- Semhardih Phos-
phorite and Limestone Block
and Raipura Phosphorite and
Limestone Block -- were award-
ed to NLCIL through an auction
route. The CMD exuded opti-
mism that the exploration of
both the blocks will begin at
the earliest. NL.C India's core
businesses include mining of
coal and lignite as well as pow-
er generation.

Mcap of six top
firms drops

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 27: The
combined market valuation
of 6 of the top-10 most valued
firms diminished by %2.22
lakh crore last week, with
Reliance Industries taking
the biggest hit, in-line with a
bearish trend in equities.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark gauge declined by 294.64
points or 0.36 per cent.

"Markets ended lower for
the fourth straight week as
caution prevailed amid mixed
cues. However, a dip in stocks
like Reliance capped the re-
covery," Ajit Mishra - SVP,
Research, Religare Broking
Ltd, said.

From the top-10 pack, Reli-
ance Industries, Tata Consul-
tancy Services (TCS), Infos-
ys, Bajaj Finance, Hindustan
Unilever and Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC)
suffered a combined erosion
of %2,22,193.17 crore from
their market valuation.

HDFC Bank, Bharti Air-
tel, ICICI Bank and State
Bank of India made gains in
their valuation. The valua-
tion of Reliance Industries
tumbled %1,14,687.7 crore to
% 18,83,855.52 crore, the most
among the top-10 firms.

Infosys faced an erosion of
329,474.56 crore to 6,29,621.56
crore from its market capital-
isation (mcap).

The valuation of LIC
tanked %23,086.24 crore to
%5,60,742.67 crore and that
of TCS dropped by 20,080.39
crore to %11,34,035.26 crore.

The mcap of Bajaj Finance
declined by %17,524.3 crore to
35,67,768.53 crore and that of
Hindustan Unilever fell by
%17,339.98 crore to %5,67,449.79
crore.

However, the market
valuation of HDFC Bank
jumped %37,161.53 crore to
%15,38,078.95 crore.

ICICI Bank added %35,814.41
crore taking its valuation to
310,53,823.14 crore.

The mcap of Bharti Air-
tel climbed %20,841.2 crore
to %11,04,839.93 crore and
that of State Bank of India
went up by %9,685.34 crore to
37,44,449.31 crore.

Reliance Industries remained
the most valued domestic firm
followed by HDFC Bank, TCS,
Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank, State
Bank of India, Infosys, Bajaj
Finance, Hindustan Unilever
and LIC.

on UPI payments

over Rs 2,000, the minister told
the House that GST rates and
exemptions are decided on the
basis of recommendations of
the GST Council.

The reply came after traders
in Karnataka received GST
demand notices based on UPI
transaction data.

Minister for Food, Public
Distribution and Consumer
Affairs, Pralhad Joshi, also said

last week that the GST notices
issued to small-scale traders in
Karnataka are the doing of the
state government, and not from
the Central government.

Responding to Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar’s
claim that the state has no role
in issuing tax notices, Joshi
called the statement “utterly
ridiculous.” “It is Karnataka’s
commercial tax officials who
issued the GST dues notices to
small traders. And yet, the state
government is now misleading
the public by pretending it has
no involvement. This is nothing
but an attempt to shirk respon-
sibility,” Joshi said.

Demand for educated house help surges in metros: Report

The demand for 10th pass has surged by
112 per cent. The demand rose 102 per cent for
graduates, 94 per cent for 10th pass, and an
exceptional 255 per cent for 12th pass candidates

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 27: Demand
for educated house help or
maids has surged manifold,
driven by a growing number
of dual-income households
and their increasing reliance
on outsourced support for daily
chores, a report has said.
Roles for maids with differ-
ent education levels have wit-
nessed a sharp growth in 2024
calendar year compared to the
preceding year, leading to a
steep rise in demand for such
domestic helps, said the report
by blue and grey collar recruit-

ment platform WorkIndia.

The demand for those with
below 10th grade of education
has surged by 112 per cent. The
demand rose 102 per cent for
graduates, 94 per cent for 10th
pass, and an exceptional 255 per
cent for 12th pass candidates,
it added.

The high growth among
12th pass and graduate
maids suggests that employ-
ers are increasingly seeking
more educated individuals
for roles that require high-
er trust such as child care,
elderly care, or managing

household operations, said
the report.

"India's household job mar-
ket is undergoing a pivotal
shift. The rising demand for ex-
perienced workers and a surge
in applications reflect both an
evolving domestic employment
ecosystem and the economic

urgency faced by job seekers,"
WorkIndia CEO and co-founder
Nilesh Dungarwal told.

This also creates an opportu-
nity to upskill domestic work-
ers, as the demand for profes-
sionally trained and educated
maids continues to grow across
all qualification tiers, the re-

port stated.

The WorkIndia report is
based on the analysis of 36.26
lakh job listings and 108.9 lakh
job seekers data on its platform
during January 2023 to Decem-
ber 2024.

The report further revealed
that while tier I cities still ac-
count for the highest number of
maid job postings, the most sig-
nificant percentage growth has
come from tier II and III cities.

These cities witnessed a
sharp rise - some exceeding
100 per cent growth -indicating
a strong and emerging demand
for domestic helps in smaller
urban centres, it said.

As more households transi-
tion to dual-income setups and
urbanisation spreads, families
in non-metro cities are increas-
ingly outsourcing household

chores, indicating that the
rising demand for maids are
no longer just a marker of af-
fluence, but a functional neces-
sity driven by time constraints,
changing gender roles, and as-
pirations for a more modern
lifestyle.

The report also found that
job postings for women candi-
dates grew by 45 per cent, driv-
en in large part by the maid
category.

In contrast, it said, postings
for women cooks dropped by 59
per cent, while male cooks saw
a 6 per cent rise, indicating a
shift in household hiring pref-
erences for food-related roles.

The top five titles with the
highest number of postings
were cook, housemaid, chef,
Chinese cook, and Indian cook,
the report said.
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India’s great escape

India secure morale-boosting draw after hundreds by Gill, Jadeja and Washington

Just before the start of
last hour of play, Ben Stokes
expressed his desire to end
the game but India decided
to carry on with Washington
and Jadeja closing in on de-
serving hundreds. Stokes
was clearly not amused.

Harry Brook started to
offer freebies to Jadeja and
Washington as a sign of dis-
approval for India's decision
to carry on playing. Players
finally shook hands after the
milestones of Jadeja and
Washington were achieved
with the latter scoring his
maiden Test hundred.

Considering the match
situation, the dogged resis-
tance from the two India
left-handers in the second
and final session was rem-
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Orissa

It’s time for METTLE MEET.
An initiative by the state’s
only home grown English
daily, OrissaPOST to revive
quizzing in Odisha. This year,
the Preliminaries will take
place August 9and the Grand
Finale August 10. Like
in the previous years, top
educational institutions of the
State both from schools and
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Hamuna Vihari's match | p i 05 worth #3,50,000
saving stand in the Sydney | o s Ch c’z m p TS

TEStO.fZ.OZI' . Title in both Junior and
Strikingly, it was En- Senior segments.

LES & REGULATIONS

® Everyone will have to mail their answers to
mettlemeet@orissapost.com

@ Answers to the questions will follow the next day. The
names of the winners will also be announced along
with their pictures.

® Answers mailed between 8.00am to 6.00pm each day
will be considered valid.

@ OrissaPOST’s decision on all entries will be final. No
complaints will be entertained.

@ Participants must send their entries with a passport
size photograph, mobile numbers and residential

a well set Gill and Rahul
in the morning, England
sensed a series sealing vic-

run lead and lost their open-
ers for duck in the second
innings, India displayed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Manchester, July 27:

Washington Sundar and
Ravindra Jadeja batted out
more than two sessions to
bring back India from the
brink of a decisive defeat
and pull off a draw for the
ages here Sunday, keeping
the intensely fought series
well and truly alive heading
into the finale at The Oval.
Having conceded a 311-

Gill equals Bradman
record with fourth ton

India skipper Shubman Gill continues to rewrite history with a fantastic and

a steely resolve to get a
favourable result largely
due to the efforts of captain
Shubman Gill (103 off 238),
KL Rahul (90 off 230), Jade-
ja (107 not out off 185) and
Washington (101 not out
off 206).

With inspirational En-
gland skipper Ben Stokes
and Jofra Archer removing

gritty 103 against England at Old Trafford. With his fourth ton in as many
games, Gill has now tied the legendary Don Bradman for most centuries
as captain in a Test series, while also becoming the first player to hit four
centuries in his debut Test series as captain. Having continued from 87,
uneven bounce on a Ben Stokes delivery struck Gill on his injured right
thumb and ricocheted onto his helmet, the 25-year-old stood tall and went
on to notch the first century by an Indian at Old Trafford in 35 years, after

Sachin Tendulkar did so in 1990. He also tied Virat Kohli and Sunil Gavaskar

for most hundreds for Indian in a single Test series. The 25-year-old made
history at Edgbaston with twin centuries - 269 and 161 - amassing 430 runs
in the Test, the second-highest match aggregate in Test history.

SHORT TAKES

Athletes bag 12 medals

Rhine-Ruhr: Steeplechaser
Ankita Dhyani came up with a
blistering run to clinch silver in
the gruelling 3000m event with

" a personal-best time of 9:31.99
seconds, while the men's
4x100m relay quartet bagged
a bronze as Indian athletes
ended their campaign in the
World University Games here
Sunday. The trio of Munita
Prajapati, Mansi Negi, and
Sejal Singh finished third to
take the bronze in women's
20km team racewalk on the
concluding day. India ended
their campaign with two gold,
five silver and five bronze in
the showpiece event.

0z eye series sweep

Basseterre: Half-centuries

to Cameron Green and Josh
Inglis led Australia to a three-
wicket win over West Indies
and extended its lead to 4-0

in a five-match Twenty20
international series. Australia
chased down West Indies
score of 205-9 in the final over
without too much trouble with
Green top scoring with an
unbeaten 55, his third fifty of
the series, while Inglis set the
tone early with a spritely 51. It's
the seventh time West Indies
have failed to defend a score
in excess of 200 in Twenty20
internationals, the most

of any ICC member nation.
Australia's win streak in the
Caribbean now stands at seven
matches following the 3-0
test series sweep.

Arsenal sign Gyokeres

London: Arsenal has sealed
the signing of Swedish
striker Viktor Gyokeres

from Sporting Lisbon for 55
million pounds ($74 million),
with a possible extra 8.5
million pounds in incentives.
Gyokeres has agreed to

a five-year deal with the
London-based club after
passing his medical tests
Saturday and will now join
up with his new teammates
in Singapore. During his

two seasons with Sporting,
Viktor helped the team win
back-to-back Primeira Liga
titles, a national cup, and was
the league’s top scorer in
both campaigns. He has also
excelled at international level,
scoring 12 goals in his last 17
appearances for Sweden.

tory but Jadeja and

Washington hung in

there before milk-

ing the bowlers

towards the end

of the
day.

/

gland's only second draw
in the 40 Tests played in the
Bazball era with the last
one coming also at Old Traf-
ford during the 2023 Ashes
(weather was the main fac-
tor behind the draw).

With both sides struggling
to keep their fast bowlers fit
in a long and gruelling se-
ries, it would be interesting
how many of the first choice
pacers take part in the fifth
Test beginning in London
from July 31.

BRIEF SCORES:
India: 358 and 425/4 in 143
overs (KL Rahul 90, Shubman
Gill 103, Ravindra Jadeja 107,
Washington Sundar 101; Chris
Woakes 2/67)
England 1st innings: 669
all out in 157.1 overs (Joe
Root 150, Ben Stokes 141, Ben
Duckett 94, Zak Crawley 84;
Ravindra Jadeja 4/143)

FIDE WOMEN’S CHESS WORLD CUP

Humpy, Divya draw again;

final heads to tie-breaker

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Batumi (Georgia), July
27: International Master
Divya Deshmukh gave
nothing away and held
higher-ranked Grandmas-
ter and compatriot Kone-
ru Humpy to an easy draw
Sunday to force the final
into a tie-breaker where
games of shorter duration
will be played to determine
the winner.

Divya, who did not make
utmost use of her promis-
ing opening in the first
game of the match, was far
more composed against a
Queen pawn opening and
faced little trouble playing
with black pieces.

Humpy, got the optical
advantage with her pair of
bishops out of the opening
but Divya knew that if she
placed her knights perfect-
ly, white will not be able
to create many problems.
As it happened in the game
after two minor pieces, the
pair of rooks also changed
hands and the queen-and-
minor-piece endgame only
offered little hope.

e

Humpy tried to make
some headway with a
pawn sacrifice in the end-
game but in the process
her bishop pair was gone,
and though a pawn plus,
Divya had to cover some
weaknesses.

After the dust settled,
Humpy recovered the
pawn back and Divya
repeated the position
through checks to sign
peace in 34 moves.

The tiebreaker will see
two games of 15 minutes
each with a 10 second in-
crement after every move
is played.

If the scores are still

level, the players will play
another set of 10 minutes
per game with a 10 sec-
ond increment. If the tie
doesn't get resolved, it will
be two more games of five
minutes plus three second
increment.

Should the deadlock
continue, one game will
be played with three min-
utes to both players with
a two second increment
unless one player ends
up winner.

In the play-off for the
third place between Chi-
na's Zhongyi Tan and Lei
Tingjie, the match looked
headed towards a draw.

to be part of the exciting Grand Finale if you can

! s a reader of OrissaPOST, this is a chance for you

give correct answers in the daily quiz. Starting
July 01,2025 there will be one question each day for you to
answer till July 31, 2025. Every day two winners will be
selected from correct entries. Then winners will be decided
by draw of lots. The winners will be invited for the Grand
Finale which will be conducted by a nationally acclaimed
quizmaster. So buckle up and get set for some brainstorming.

TODAY'S QUESTION

Pakistan disqualified Nawaz Sharif, the

prime minister of Pakistan, from holding
public office for life. His daughter, daughter,
Maryam Nawaz, used what font released in
2007 to forge documents from 2006?

ANSWER TO SUNDAY’S QUESTION

O n this day in 2017, the Supreme Court of

1IM Shillong

address. Otherwise the entries will not be entertained.

@ There can be only one winner from one family.

@ Invitation cards to the winners will only be issued on
presentation of Valid ID proof - Voter Card, Aadhaar
Card, Driving License, Passport, School ID card (In
case of students till Class XII)

® No employee or families of OrissaPOST team can
be part of the competition.

THE TWO LUCKY WINNERS
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DR. PRABIN JENA

Others who answered correctly are

Debasish Santra, Abinash Das, Sourendu Sarkar, Asharani Sahu,
Ayush Kumar Nayak, Pravat Nayak, Subash Chandra Sahoo, Sud-
hanshu Behera, Sidhartha Kumar Das, Sourav Nayak, Alok Ranjan
Sahoo, Subham Jena, Sarthak Sushobhit, Madan Harijan, Jhinarani
Mansingh, Prayag Das, Saipriya Nahak, Amrit Kumar Munda,

Chandra Sekhar Pattna

WOMEN'S EURO FINAL

VIBHU ANAND DASH

Spanish harmony to battle English resilience

REUTERS

Basel, July 27: Sunday's
final of the Women's Eu-
ros in Basel pitches the
two best European teams
of the current generation
against each other, as a
unified Spain side bristling
with technique and intelli-
gence takes on an equally
talented England side that
never gives up.

Both sides have over-
come adversity on their
way to the final, with
Spain almost losing play-
maker Aitana Bonmati to
a pre-tournament meningi-
tis scare, and Sarina Wieg-
man's England coming
close to elimination twice
in the knockout round,
only for late heroics to see
them through.

"We need to be at our
best to beat Spain. I think
they need to be at their best
to beat us, too," England
captain Leah Williamson
told a media conference
Saturday. "I think there's
a lot of respect between the
two teams, and I'd be hesi-
tant to rule an underdog in
this scenario.”

Both sides said that all
23 squad members were fit

and available for selection
Sunday, setting the stage
for what is expected to be
an intriguing battle of skill,
wit and nerves.

Defending champions
England may not have
played particularly well
in their five games so far,
but they have displayed an
uncanny ability to snatch
victory from the jaws of
defeat in the knockout
stage, first with a shootout
win over Sweden and then
with a come-from-behind
extra-time victory over
Italy.

100 Years of Indian hockey: HI unveils grants, Nov 7 fest
n

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mahabalipuram, Ju-
ly 27: Hockey India has
announced a substantial
increase in its financial
grants to support the or-
ganisation of national and
grassroots-level  events
during its 15th Congress
here.

Form now on, Rs 70 lakh
each will be allocated for
hosting the Senior Men's
and Senior Women's Na-
tional Championships, Rs
30 lakh each for organis-
ing Junior Men, Junior
Women, Sub-Junior Men,
and Sub-Junior Women
National Championships.

Besides, Rs 25 lakh will
be given to each state to

support the organisation
of district and state-level
competitions.

These enhanced grants
aim to strengthen infra-
structure, improve event
quality, and ensure wider

participation by reducing
financial constraints at the
local level, Hockey India
said in a press release Sun-
day. The support is expect-
ed to benefit thousands of
emerging players, coaches,

DILIP TIRKEY I PRESIDENT, HOCKEY INDIA

and grassroots officials who
are the backbone of Indian
hockey's future, it said.
Marking 100 years of In-
dian hockey's journey, the
session witnessed a series
of landmark announce-
ments, including a nation-
wide festival November 7.
To commemorate the
milestone, Hockey India

will organise a nationwide
celebration that will feature
1,000 simultaneous matches
— one men's and one wom-
en's match in every district
of the country — engaging
over 36,000 players (18,000
men and 18,000 women).
This initiative will bring
together players from every
corner of the country.

p——

"I know that we've left it
late," Williamson admitted.
"(That was) definitely not
the plan, we'd really like
to wrap things up a little
earlier and a little easier if
we could.”

Spain have also gotten
off to several slow starts,
but they have still run out
convincing winners in
their five games to date,
eventually finding a way
to break down their oppo-
nents.

"We have a particular
way of playing, of training,
we are very confident. Even

if we won the games, there
are things always that we
can correct, things we see
on video that we practice,
and that's our line of work,"
Spain captain Irene Pare-
des said.

The Spain team for Sun-
day's final is a much more
harmonious one than the
one that took beat En-
gland 1-0 in the World
Cup final in 2023, when
several of the best Span-
ish players boycotted the
tournament in a dispute
with coaching staff and
their federation.

Chinese prodigy takes on
swimming world aged 12

Yu Zidi reaches 200m
individual medley

semi-finals
REUTERS

Singapore, July 27: Chi-
na’s 12-year-old swimming
sensation Yu Zidi will
join Olympic champion
Summer McIntosh in the
semi-finals of the women's
200 metres individual med-
ley after qualifying in the
heats on her world champi-
onships debut in Singapore
Sunday.

There was no stage fright
for the schoolgirl from Chi-
na's northern province of
Hebei as she posted a time

N

of two minutes and 11.90
seconds, a second off her
personal best, to finish 15th
in the heats.

Yu made the swimming
world sit up and take no-
tice at national champion-
ships in Shenzhen in May
by winning the 400 IM and
200 butterfly titles, as well
as coming second in the
200 IM, all with qualifying
times for Singapore.
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