
IRREGULAR by MANJUL

He has no PA, no secretary – 
just a dozen camerapersons 

to help him do his duty.

Vaani’s strategy Trump unleashes tariffs UPI transactions India take lead 
Actor Vaani Kapoor refl ects on 
her career choices, always 
valuing meaningful roles over 
mainstream visibility and fame

Donald Trump’s latest wave of 
tariffs on exports from dozens 
of trading partners sends global 
stock markets tumbling 

The number of transactions 
through the popular UPI touched 
a record high of 19.47 billion in 
July, according to NPCI data

Yashasvi Jaiswal's unbeaten 
51 takes India to 75/2 at stumps 
on day 2 of fi fth Test against 
England, with a lead of 52 runs
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 1: 
The state Cabinet led by 
Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi Friday ap-
proved the extension of the 
Mukhyamantri Adibandha 
Tiyari Yojana (MATY) 3.0 
for another fi ve years, from 
FY26 to FY30. With an esti-
mated outlay of `2,738 crore, 
the government aims to con-
struct 3,313 new check dams 
and improve 3,529 existing 
ones under MATY. 

Another key decision was 
the amendment of the Odisha 
Food Processing Policy, 2016, 
intended to align it with the 
revised 2022 policy for better 
implementation. Chief Secre-
tary Manoj Ahuja explained 
that the previous approval 
structure for fi scal incentives 
to MSMEs included three 
committees: the SDLC under 
the Director of Industries for 
proposals up to `25 lakh, the 
Sub-SLEC chaired by the 
MSME Secretary for invest-
ments between `25 lakh and 
`1 crore, and the SLEC head-
ed by the Chief Secretary for 
investments above `1 crore. 

With the new amendment, the 
structure has been redefi ned 
to simplify the process. Now, 
the District Level Committee, 
chaired by the Collector, will 
handle proposals involving 
investment in plant and ma-
chinery up to `1 crore. The 
SDLC, under Director of 
Industries, will review pro-
posals between `1 crore and 
`10 crore. For investments 
exceeding `10 crore and up 
to `50 crore, the State Level 
Committee chaired by the 
Secretary of the MSME De-
partment will be responsible. 

The Cabinet also approved 
amendments to OGST Act, 
2017. The changes address 
several operational challeng-
es faced by both taxpayers and 

tax authorities. Key revisions 
include the removal of ambigu-
ity between the terms “plant 
and machinery” and “plant 
or machinery” for input tax 
credit (ITC) claims, granting 
taxpayers more fl exibility in 
return fi lings, and requiring 
recipients of credit notes to 
proportionately reverse ITC 
in case of reduced supply val-
ues. A track-and-trace mech-
anism will be introduced to 
curb tax evasion in vulnera-
ble sectors like pan masala, 
brick kilns, and sand mining. 

The Cabinet approved the 
amendment of the Odisha 
Law Offi cers Rules, 1971. The 
amendment, necessitated by 
an inadequate number of law 
offi cers in the Odisha State 
Prosecution Service cadre, is 
expected to ease the burden 
of pending cases. 

The Cabinet also ap-
proved amendment to Oris-
sa District and Civil Courts’ 
Judicial Staff Services 
(Method of Recruitment 
and Conditions of Service) 
Rules, 2008 to strengthen the 
legal acumen and operation-
al capability of subordinate 
judicial staff. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rome, August 1: Italy 
has agreed to a Vatican 
plan to turn a 430-hectare 
(1,000-acre) fi eld north of 
Rome, once the source of 
controversy between the 
two, into a vast solar farm 
that the Holy See hopes will 
generate enough electricity 
to meet its needs and turn 
Vatican City into the world’s 
fi rst carbon-neutral state.

The agreement stipulates 
that the development of the 
Santa Maria Galeria site will 
preserve the agricultural 
use of the land and minimise 
the environmental impact 
on the territory, according 
to a Vatican statement.

Details weren’t released, 
but the Vatican will be ex-
empt from paying Italian 
taxes to import the solar 
panels, but won't benefi t 
from the fi nancial incen-

tives that Italians enjoy 
when they go solar. Italy, for 
its part, can use the fi eld in 
its accounting for reaching 
the European Union's clean 
energy targets. Any excess 
electricity generated by the 
farm beyond the Vatican's 
needs would be given to the 
local community, offi cials 
said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity because the 
agreement was not public. 

Vatican offi cials have esti-

mated it will cost under 100 
million euros ($114 million) 
to develop the solar farm, 
and that once it is approved 
by the Italian parliament, 
the contracts to do the work 
could be put up for bids. 

Vatican foreign minister 
Archbishop Paul Gallagher 
signed the agreement with 
Italy's ambassador to the Holy 
See, Francesco Di Nitto. The 
Italian parliament must ap-
prove the arrangement since 

it has fi nancial implications 
for the territory, which holds 
extraterritorial status in Italy.

The Santa Maria Galeria 
site has long been the source 
of controversy because of 
electromagnetic waves emit-
ted by Vatican Radio towers 
located there since the 1950s. 
The once-rural site, some 35 
kilometres (20 miles) north 
of Rome, is dominated by 
two dozen short- and me-
dium-wave radio antennae 
that transmit news from the 
Catholic Church in dozens of 
languages around the globe.

Over the years, as the ar-
ea became more developed, 
residents began complaining 
of health problems, includ-
ing instances of childhood 
leukaemia, which they 
blamed on the electromag-
netic waves generated by the 
towers. The Vatican denied 
there was any causal link but 
cut back the transmissions.

Vatican set to become carbon-neutral 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 1:
Pushkara, a powerful cine-
matic adaptation of the Odia 
novel Nadabindu, has been 
named Best Odia Film at the 
71st National Film Awards, 
announced Friday. The 
recognition marks a proud 
moment for Odia cinema 
and especially for the fi lm’s 
debutant director Subhran-
shu Das, a cinematogra-
pher-turned-fi lmmaker.

Directed by Das and pro-
duced under the banner of 
Tarang Cine Productions, 
Pushkara is based on the 
acclaimed novel by eminent 
writer Sankar Tripathy. The 
fi lm, which released in 2023 
across cinemas in Odisha, 
stars Sabyasachi Mishra in 
the lead alongside Supriya 
Nayak, Ashrumochan Mo-
hanty, and Choudhury Bi-
kash Das. It also features a 
memorable performance by 
the late Pintu Nanda, whose 
contribution to the fi lm is 
being fondly remembered.

Pushkara tells the haunt-

ing story of Neelakantha, a 
con artist who impersonates 
a holy man named Pushkara 
to exploit people’s religious 
faith for personal gain. How-
ever, his journey takes a 
tragic turn when he falls in 
love with a widow, leading 
to unforeseen consequences. 

A Special Mention was 
conferred on Odia docu-
mentary fi lm ‘The Sea And 
The Seven Villages’. The 
documentary directed by 
Himanshu Khatua captures 
the journey of displaced 
coastal communities of 
Satabhaya.  P2

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, August 1: Odis-
ha tops the nation in sickle cell 
disease incidence, with a whop-
ping 96,484 cases registered in 
the sickle cell portal, Union 
Health Minister JP Nadda in-
formed the Parliament Friday.

More than six crore people 
have been screened for sickle 
cell anaemia in 17 states, of 
which 2.16 lakh have been 
identifi ed as diseased, Nadda 
said answering a question in 
the Lok Sabha.

“As per data till July 28, a 
total of 6,04,50,683 people in the 

17 identifi ed tribal dominated 
states, including scheduled ar-
eas, have been screened, out 
of which 2,16,118 have been 
confi rmed as diseased,” Nadda 
said. Further, of the individ-
uals diagnosed with the dis-
ease, more than 16.7 lakh are 
carriers of the condition.

“Odisha topped the states 
in sickle cell disease, with a 
whopping 96,484 cases reg-
istered with the sickle cell 
portal, followed by Madhya 
Pradesh (30,580 cases), Gu-
jarat (28,150), Maharashtra 
(23,218), and Chhattisgarh 
(26,104),” Nadda said. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 1: The 
election for the post of Vice 
President will be held Septem-
ber 9 and is set to be a keen 
contest with the Congress-led 
Opposition likely to fi eld a 
common candidate to take 
on the BJP-led NDA which 
has the numbers on its side.

The surprise resignation 
of Jagdeep Dhankhar July 21 
was the fi rst time an incum-
bent stepped down mid-term 
and did not seek a higher 
offi ce. Dhankhar had over 
two years of tenure left at 
the time of his resignation.

Earlier, VV Giri and R 
Venkataraman had quit 
their offi ces mid-term, but 
both were contesting the 
presidential election in 1969 
and 1987 respectively.

The Election Commission 
Friday announced that the 
17th vice presidential elec-
tion will be held September 
9. The notifi cation for the 
election will be issued Au-
gust 7 and the last date for 
fi ling nomination papers 
will be August 21.

The polling, if required, 
shall take place in room 
number F-101, Vasudha, on 
the fi rst fl oor of Parliament 
building September 9 be-
tween 10 am and 5 pm. 

Odisha tops in sickle cell disease

Vice presidential 
elections Sept 9

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE: A man jumps into the swollen river as people sit on a partially submerged structure amid an increase 
in the water level of Ganga and Yamuna in Prayagraj, Friday   PTI PHOTO

`2,738cr boost for 
water resources

‘Pushkara’ bags 
National Award ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, August 1: In a 
warning to Russia, President 
Donald Trump said Friday 
he’s ordering the reposition-
ing of two US nuclear subma-
rines ‘based on the highly 
provocative statements’ of 
the country's former presi-
dent Dmitry Medvedev.

Trump posted on his so-
cial media site that based 
on the “highly provocative 
statements” from Medvedev 
he had “ordered two Nuclear 
Submarines to be positioned 
in the appropriate regions, 
just in case these foolish and 
infl ammatory statements 
are more than just that.”

The president added, “Words 
are very important, and can of-
ten lead to unintended conse-
quences, I hope this will not 
be one of those instances.”

It wasn't immediately 
clear what impact Trump's 
order would have on US 
nuclear subs, which are 
routinely on patrol in the 
world's hotspots, but it comes 
at a delicate moment in the 
Trump administration’s re-
lations with Moscow.

India-Russia ties 
time-tested: MEA 
New Delhi: The Ministry of 
External Affairs said India and 
Russia have a “steady and time-
tested partnership” and that New 
Delhi’s bilateral ties with various 
countries should not be seen from 
the “prism” of a third country. The 
comments by MEA spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal came against the 
backdrop of US President Donald 
Trump’s repeated criticism of 
India . “India and the United States 
share a comprehensive global 
strategic partnership anchored 
in shared interests, democratic 
values, and robust people-to-
people ties,” Jaiswal said.   P9

Trump moves 
nuclear subs 
closer to Russia



This day could be full of sur-
prises, mostly unpleasant, 
fears Ganesha. Nothing is likely to turn 
out as planned and expected. There will 
be sharp and sudden twist and turns, 
unexpected shocks and setbacks all day 
long. You will, however, with the grace 
and blessings of the Almighty, manage 
to stay steady and unruffl ed, and move 
ahead. By evening, this phase will pass.

You will be able to express 
your thoughts and opinions to 
the people you come in con-
tact with today. They will also reciprocate 
and echo your feelings and emotions. This 
will give you validation and satisfaction. 
The day should be fi lled with fun and 
entertainment overall, says Ganesha.

Your expenses may shoot 
through the roof if you do 
not pay careful attention to 
your fi nances. You will want to splurge 
on expensive perfumes and clothing. You 
will be able to attract those of the oppo-
site sex. You must guard against coming 
off as a show-off. Be humble and polite to 
everyone, says Ganesha.

A mixture of the desirable 
and undesirable is on the 
cards today. Sentimental 
people will tend to think of you as a 
little immature. However, your sense of 
humour will be as robust as ever and you 
will never fall short of jokes. 

Despite a secured job and a 
harmonious home environ-
ment, you are still looking 
for something else. Long-term, fi nancial 
security keeps bothering you. And your 
worries are solved to some extent as 
unexpected monetary gains are on cards 
today, predicts Ganesha.

Your stars are mighty today 
and plan a pleasant day 
for you, says Ganesha. You 
are a thorough professional and garner 
compliments for this attitude. You also 
have a knack to sail through all the 
troubles at work. 

You love the people around 
you unconditionally and 
such emotions will be more 
visible now than ever. Today, you will 
want to keep yourself surrounded with 
your loved ones, make them happy and 
have a good time, says Ganesha. Your 
honesty and sincerity will give depth to 
your existing relationships.

If you're stuck indoors today, 
make the most of it. There's 
always carrom, checkers, 
chess and partying! Shake yourself a bit, 
and you'll come up with creative ways to 
spend a leisurely day. You'll fi nd that ei-
ther way, life is wonderful, says Ganesha.

You are not by nature ill-tem-
pered or jealous. However, 
you will need to be on guard 
against being both, today. Someone may 
try to sully your image or slander your 
name today. However, the best way to 
deal with provocation is not to loose 
your temper and to continue as usual, for 
things will take care of themselves soon 
enough, says Ganesha.

The whole point of being a 
Libran is that you always 
have the tendency to be two separate 
things put together on a pair of scales 
that somehow balance. Ganesha feels 
that today, you bring to the scales the 
stability of being your own master and 
servant. It’s a fi ne balance to maintain. 

Your career will reach a 
decisive moment. You can 
expect a transfer, promotion or pay hike. 
Alongside your responsibilities will also 
increase. A chance of new job is also indi-
cated. You can reject a tempting job offer.

Just grab any chance you 
get to demonstrate your 
expressive abilities, as 
it will fetch widespread appreciation. 
Something about your children may make 
you proud. However, Ganesha says, don't 
neglect the aged members of your family.
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leisure
STRONG TO PLAY ZUCKERBERG 
IN SOCIAL NETWORK PART II

TEJANO LEGEND FLACO 
JIMENEZ PASSES AWAY

Succession star Jeremy Strong is in nego-
tiations to essay the role of META Ceo and 
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg in The 
Social Network Part II. No formal offer has 
been presented to the actor, but he is the top 
choice of the makers for the role, as reported 
by entertainment news outlet Deadline.

Tejano music legend Flaco Jimenez, 
renowned accordionist, passed away 
at 86, leaving behind a rich musical 
legacy. Born Leonardo Jimenez in San 
Antonio, he rose to global fame, col-
laborating with icons like the Rolling 
Stones and Bob Dylan.
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Mumbai: In an industry 
where visibility often takes 
precedence, Vaani Kapoor choos-
es a different path—one defi ned by 
thoughtful decisions and creative 
integrity. With a modest fi lmography 

spanning over a decade, including titles 
like Shuddh Desi Romance, Befi kre, Chandi-

garh Kare Aashiqui, and now Mandala Murders, 
Vaani has consistently prioritised substance over 

spotlight. Her OTT debut in Mandala Murders is perhaps her boldest 
step yet, diving into a character that is complex, grounded, and emotion-
ally layered.

Drawn by director Gopi Puthran’s vision, Vaani says she trusted him 
instinctively. “I’ve always connected with his storytelling,” she shares. 
What truly fascinated her was the writing and the gravitas of her role, 
Rhea. The physical demands of the series, especially the action sequenc-
es shot in 44-degree heat, tested her limits. “I didn’t expect it to be so 

exhausting, but it was rewarding,” she admits.
Despite the challenges, Vaani remains committed to meaning-
ful roles. “I’ve never chased visibility for its own sake. I’ve 

auditioned, struggled, supported my family, and cho-
sen not to take up projects just for money,” she says. 

Instead, she relies on brand work and a strong 
support system to stay afl oat, while never 

compromising on her creative 
choices. IANS

Vaani’s 
breakaway 

strategy

Mumbai: Actress Rashmika 
Mandanna is a huge fan of 
home remedies and credits 
her mother stirring up con-
coctions in the kitchen for 
her glow. She says she loves 
it when “simplicity works”

Asked her if she has ever 
tried any DIY beauty hacks 
that actually worked, Rashmi-
ka, who is the founder of Dear 
Diary told this news agency: 
“So many! I’ve grown up with 
home remedies; my mum was 
always mixing up something 
in the kitchen! I love it when 
simplicity works.”

The actress then spoke about 
her favourite comfort food 
when she needs a pick-me-up. 
Pat came the reply from Rash-
mika, who revealed: “Rasam 
rice, a good poke bowl… or 
honestly, just dessert! Some-
times all I need is something 
sweet to lift my mood.” For 
Rashmika, a bowl of rasam rice 
is very comforting. “It really 
depends on the day, but rasam 
rice will always feel like a 
warm hug,” said the actress.

On the work front, Rashmi-
ka was last seen in Kuberaa, 
an action crime drama fi lm 
directed by Sekhar Kammula. 
It stars Nagarjuna Akkineni, 
Dhanush, Jim Sarbh and 
Dalip Tahil. The 29-year-old 
actress has The Girlfriend
lined up for release. The up-
coming Telugu movie is di-
rect- ed by Rahul 

Ravin-
dran.

IANS

Rashmika roots for 
DIY beauty hacks

New Delhi: Hindi cinema dom-
inated the 71st National Film 
Awards Friday with top star 
Shah Rukh Khan winning his 
career’s fi rst best actor award 
for Jawan alongside Vikrant 
Massey for 12th Fail, which 
was named the best feature 
fi lm.

The awards, announced for 
the year 2023 by jury head and 
fi lmmaker Ashutosh Gowarik-
er, recognised Rani Mukerji in 
the best actress category for 
Mrs Chatterjee vs Norway. It is 
also her career’s fi rst National 
Film Award. 

Jawan, which minted over 
Rs 1,100 crore at the worldwide 
box offi ce, was a high-octane 
thriller from South fi lmmaker 
Atlee and featured SRK in 
the dual role of Army offi cer 
Vikram Rathore and his jailor 
son Azad.

The jury praised Massey’s 
performance as one that por-
trayed the transformative jour-
ney of a village boy with “raw 
honesty and emotional depth”. 

Filmmaker Karan Johar’s 
Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem 
Kahaani was named the best 
popular fi lm providing whole-
some entertainment while 
Meghna Gulzar-directorial 
Sam Bahadur was recognised 
as the best fi lm promoting na-
tional, social and environment-
al values.

Vaibhavi Merchant won 

the best choreography award 
for Rocky Aur Rani Kii Pr-
em Kahaani song Dhindhora 
Baaje. Shilpa Rao was named 
best female playback singer for 
Jawan track Chaleya.

A biopic on Field Mar-
shal Sam Manekshaw, Sam 
Bahadur  was also named 
in categories for make-up 

and costume.   
Filmmaker Sudipto Sen 

won the best director award 
for his fi lm The Kerala Story, 
which also bagged the honour 
for best cinematography. The 
fi lm had courted controversy 
for its portrayal of women in 
Kerala being forcefully con-
verted and recruited by terror 

group Islamic State.
Sanya Malhotra-starrer 

Kathal: A Jackfruit Mystery
was named the best Hindi fi lm.

While Hindi cinema ruled in 
the main categories, regional 
movies were recognised in cat-
egories such as best supporting 
actor as well as actress and in 
technical segments.

Vijayaraghavan for Ma-
layalam film Pookalam, 
Muthupettai Somu Bhas-
kar for Tamil film Parking 
shared the best supporting 
actor trophy. 

The best supporting actress 
honour went to Urvashi for Ma-
layalam movie Ullozhokku and 
Janki Bodiwala for Gujarati 
title Vash. Both movies won 
best fi lms in their respective 
language segments.

 PTI

12TH Fail wins big at 71st Nat’l Film Awards
Rani Mukerji, Shah Rukh Khan and Vikrant Massey bag top honours, their maiden Nat’l Film Awards, in acting category

Best Film: 12th Fail

Best Actor in Leading Role: Shah 
Rukh Khan (Jawan), 

Vikrant Massey (12th Fail)

Best Actress in Leading Role: 
Rani Mukerji (Mrs Chatterjee vs 
Norway), 

Best Direction: Sudipto Sen (The 
Kerala Story)

Best Music Direction: GV 
Prakash Kumar (Vaathi), 

Best Playback Singer: Shilpa 
Rao (Chaliya - Jawan), 

Rohit (Premisthunna - Baby)

Best Odia Film: Pushkara

Best Hindi Film: Kathal

MAJOR AWARDS

Best Actress in Leading Role: 
Rani Mukerji

Best Actor in Leading Role: 
Vikrant Massey

Best Actor in Leading Role: 
Shah Rukh Khan
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

35.2° 35.2°
25.6° 24.4°
77% 81%

TRACE Nil

FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky 
with possibility 

of rain or 
thunderstorm

MARKET WATCH

GOLD  `99,121   `1034

SILVER `110,256   `284

DOLLAR  87.59   0.16

EURO     100.22   0.32

SENSEX 80599.99   585.67

NIFTY     24565.35   203.00

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 1: The 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
Friday conducted searches 
against an Odisha-based com-
pany that allegedly ran a “fake” 
bank guarantee issuance racket 
for business groups, including 
providing an alleged `68 crore 
such assurance for a Reliance 
Group company, offi cial sourc-
es said.

The money laundering case 
is against a Bhubaneswar-based 
company named Biswal Trade-
link and its directors.

The ED case, fi led under Pre-
vention of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA), stems from a No-
vember 2024 FIR of the Delhi 
Police Economic Offences Wing 
(EOW). The ED, the sources 
said, conducted searches at 
three premises of the compa-
ny Friday at Bhubaneswar 
and one “associate” entity in 
Kolkata.

Agency sources alleged that 
the company was engaged 
in the activity of issuance of 
“fake” bank guarantees against 
a commission of 8 per cent.

They said a bank guarantee 
of `68.2 crore submitted to the 
Solar Energy Corporation of 

India Limited (SECI) on behalf 
of Reliance NU BESS Limited, 
a subsidiary of Reliance Power, 
was found to be “fake”.

The company was formerly 
known as Maharashtra Energy 
Generation Limited.

The ED seized some docu-
ments related to this trans-
action during the last week 
searches against the Anil Am-
bani led Reliance Group com-
panies in Mumbai, they said.

A Reliance Group spokesper-
son said Reliance Power has 
been a “victim of fraud, forg-
ery and cheating conspiracy” 
in this case and it has made 
due disclosures in this context 

to the stock exchanges Novem-
ber 7, 2024.

The spokesperson said a 
criminal complaint was lodged 
by them against the third par-
ty (accused company) with the 
Delhi Police EOW in October, 
2024 and the “due process” of 
law will follow.

The sources said similar sus-
picious fi nancial transactions 
with multiple companies have 
been traced and this was being 
investigated.

It was found that the Odi-
sha-based fi rm was using an 
email domain--s-bi.co.in-- in-
stead of the original sbi.co.in 
to create a “façade” of genuine-

ness that the communication is 
being sent by the State Bank of 
India (SBI), the country’s larg-
est lender.

The fake domain was used to 
send “forged” communication 
to SECI, impersonating the SBI, 
the sources said.

It is understood that the ED 
has written to the National In-
ternet Exchange of India (NIXI) 
seeking domain registration de-
tails of the fake email domain.

The ED’s preliminary inves-
tigation, as per the sources, has 
indicated that the Odisha com-
pany has also facilitated “fake” 
bills for commission and uses 
multiple “undisclosed” bank 
accounts. Suspicious transac-
tions worth crores of rupees 
have been done through these 
bank accounts, they said.

The Odisha company is a 
“mere paper entity” as its reg-
istered offi ce is a residential 
property belonging to a relative 
and no company records were 
found at the address during the 
searches, the sources said.

The agency sources claimed 
that key individuals of the com-
pany were using the Telegram 
app in a ‘disappearing messages’ 
enabled mode in order to “con-
ceal” their communications.

ED searches at ‘fake’ bank guarantee fi rm
 The money laundering case is against a Bhubaneswar-based company named Biswal Tradelink and its directors

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 1: 
Aakash Educational Services 
Limited (AESL) launched 
Aakash National Talent Hunt 
Exam (ANTHE) 2025, offering 
scholarships up to `250 crore 
and cash awards worth `2.5 
crore for Class V to XII stu-
dents, marking the 16 years of 
its fl agship scholarship exam. 

The examination will be held 
online from October 4 to 12 and 
through offl ine mode from Oc-
tober 5 and 12 across 415 centres 
in 26 states and UTs.

ANTHE offers scholarships 
for several of their fl agship pro-
grammes including Classroom, 
Aakash Digital, and Invictus 
courses, paving the way for as-
piring doctors and engineers. 
In 2025, over 1 million students 

have appeared the examina-
tion, out of which 22 out of top 
100 in NEET and 10 out of top 
100 in JEE Advanced 2025 have 
started their journey through 
ANTHE scholarship.

Alongside, AESL also an-
nounced the Invictus Ace test, 
scheduled August 24, 31 and 
September 7, for advanced 
JEE aspirants from Class 8 to 
12. The test will be conducted 
both online and offl ine modes 
with an application fee of `300.

Speaking at the event, East 
regional director Ajay Baha-
dur Singh said, “ANTHE and 
Invictus Ace are part of our 
mission to democratise qual-
ity education. Through these 
initiatives, we aim to discover 
and nurture India’s next gener-
ation of medical and engineer-
ing talent.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 1: The 17th 
edition of Isha Gramotsavam, 
India’s largest rural sports festi-
val, will be held across six states 
starting August 10 in Mysore.

This year’s edition will span 
over 35,000 villages across Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tam-
il Nadu, Telengana, Puducherry 
and new entrants Odisha. Envi-
sioned by spiritual leader Sadh-
guru, Isha Gramotsavam will 
witness participation of over 
6000 teams and more than 50,000 
athletes, including 5,000 women.

The tournament will feature 
men’s volleyball and throw-
ball for women, with teams 
progressing from cluster-level 
matches to divisional rounds 
and culminating in a grand 
fi nal September 21 at the Adiy-
ogi, Isha Yoga Centre in Coim-
batore.

Swami Pulaka, an Isha Brah-
machari and co-ordinator of 
Isha Gramotsavam, said the 
festival was aimed at reviving 
the rural sporting spirit of India 
and no professional player will 
be allowed to participate in it.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar/Rayagada, 
August 1: The Majhighariani 
Institute of Technology and 
Science (MITS), Rayagada, 
hosted the prestigious MITS 
STAR (Scholars of Tomorrow 
Award and Recognition) Day 
in commemoration of the di-
amond jubilee celebration of 
MITS Group of Institutions 
(MITSGI) founder and chair-
man Balakrishna Panda.

The occasion was dedicated 
to recognising academic excel-
lence and fostering a spirit of 
aspiration among the youth in 
which top-performing students 
from Class X to XII across Ray-
agada district, along with top-

pers from ITI, Diploma, UG, 
and PG programmes of MITSGI 
were felicitated.

In his inspiring address, Pan-
da refl ected on his remarkable 
journey in the fi eld of educa-
tion, sharing the vision and 
perseverance that led to the cre-
ation of the MITS educational 
ecosystem. He encouraged the 
young awardees to continue 
striving for excellence and con-
tribute meaningfully to society.

The event was graced by 
key dignitaries of the MITS 
Group, including chief ex-
ecutive Sriram Panda, vice 
chairman Biswajeet Panda, 
director CV Gopinath, dean 
Santanu Mohanty and prin-
cipal Ramanuja Nayak.

MITS STAR Day 
celebrated with fervour

In a fi rst, Odisha to 
host Isha Gramotsavam

Aakash launches ANTHE 2025, Invictus Ace

I, Manmeet Singh 
Chhabda, S/o- Surjeet 
Singh Chhabda, R/o- 
Khariar Road, Ward 
No.- 10, P.S.- Jonk, 
Dist- Nuapada have 
lost the original sale 
deed vide No.- 1777/2005 
somewhere on date 
04.11.2024. Till date I 
have not found the same 
and reported at Jonk 
Police Station G.D. No.- 
009, date 31.07.2025.

I Mr. Lokanath Nayak 
declare that I have 
lost the Original Sale 
Deed No-1134, date 
21.10.2024 of  landed 
property of  Mouza 
- Chappirikoilama, 
Tahasil - Ranapur, 
Thana - Ranapur, 
District - Nayagarh, 
bearing Khata No.31, 
Plot No.-177, Kisam - 
Sarad Jala-3, A01.55 
Decimal on Dated : 
29.07.2025, at about 
12.30 P.M., somewhere 
at Lodhachua locality 
which I am unable 
to trace out. Ujjivan 
Small Finance Bank is 
going to mortgage the 
said property as per 
the banks process. If  
anyone is having any 
claim/objection over 
the aforesaid property, 
may please contact Mr. 
Pravakar Pattanayak 
(Advocate Name), 
Mobile No. - 9778070590 
(Of  Advocate) or in this 
address - Room No. - 
309, 3rd Floor, Nirmal 
Plaza, Near Navin 
Niwas, Forest Park, 
Bhubaneswar - 751009 
(Registered address of  
advocate) within 15 days 
of  this publication.

I Sri Bichitra Kumar 
Nayak (46), S/o - Late 
Bhramarabara Nayak 
of  Village - Ambasouri, 
PO/PS - Balichandrapur, 
Dist. - Jajpur State 
that on Dtd - 23.07.2025. 
In the evening while 
I was going for 
xerox, somewhere in 
Balichandrapur Market 
I lost RSD No. - 1281 on 
Dtd 05.09.2008, RSD No. 
- 250 on Dtd 25.02.2008, 
RSD No. - 10791201853 
on Dtd 28.09.2012 
from my Authority. 
The same is going to 
mortgage in SBI, ADB 
Bidyadharapur Branch 
Ly me for availing lone. 
Mob No. - 9437966425

 CLASSIFIED
LOST

Farmers' registration 
for Kharif paddy 
procurement accelerates 
BHUBANESWAR: The farmer 
registration process for 
procuring Kharif season paddy 
has started from July 19 and 
will continue till August 20. 
The registration is in full 
swing at the nearest Primary 
Agricultural Credit Societies 
(PACS), Large Area Multipurpose 
Cooperative Societies (LAMPcS), 
WSHGs and Pani Panchayats. 
Around 3,95,949 farmers have 
registered this year, compared 
to last year’s 3,87,104 farmers 
registration. All registered 
farmers are required to link their 
bank accounts with Aadhaar 
and to undergo e-KYC as a 
mandatory process.

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, August 1: 
With a view to empowering 
girl students, the Higher Edu-
cation (HE) department has di-
rected all District Collectors to 
identify and nominate “Shakti 
Apas” — a group of fi ve distin-
guished female professionals in 
each district — under the state 
government’s fl agship initita-
tive ‘Shaktishree’.

In a letter, Higher Education 
Director Kaliprasanna Mahapa-
tra Friday said the initiative is 
part of a broader government 
effort to provide mentorship, 
safety, and emotional support 
to female students in higher 
educational institutions (HEIs).

“Each Shakti Apa will serve 
as a mentor and inspiration for 
young girls in their respective 
districts. Their presence and 
guidance will strengthen con-
fi dence among students, espe-
cially in matters of safety, legal 
awareness, and career develop-
ment,” Mahapatra said.

The department has suggest-
ed that Shakti Apas should ide-
ally be chosen from those work-
ing on women safety, and child 
protection, former government 
employees (preferably from the 
police or armed forces), legal 
and cyber security experts, 
public health professionals and 

psychological counsellors and 
educational leaders.

Collectors have been given 
the fl exibility to identify suit-
able candidates based on their 
local context and needs.

Once selected, each Shakti 
Apa will visit designated insti-
tutions in their district (once 
a quarter) to interact with 
students. Their role includes 
providing guidance and men-
torship, promoting awareness 
about legal rights, digital safe-
ty, mental health and career 
planning. They would act as 
role models for young women 
navigating educational and so-
cial challenges.

The travel and daily allow-
ance (TA/DA) for Shakti Apas 
during their visits will be cov-
ered by the respective institu-
tions they visit. The District 
Collectors have also been asked 
to fi nalise the list of fi ve Shak-
ti Apas from their districts and 
submit their profi les along with 
contact details to the HE depart-
ment by August 20.

Shakti Apas in all dists soon

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 1: 
More than 200 athletes from 
19 countries are expected to 
participate in 20 events of the 
prestigious World Athletics 
Continental Tour Bronze com-
petition which will be hosted 
by Odisha, Sports and Youth 
Services Minister Suryabanshi 
Suraj said Friday.

He said the event will be held 
at Kalinga Stadium in Bhu-
baneswar August 10.

“Hosting the World Athlet-

ics Continental Tour Bronze 
in Odisha for the fi rst time is 
a matter of immense pride. We 
are fully prepared to organise it 
successfully,” Suraj said after 
reviewing the preparedness for 
the mega event.

In the review meeting, dis-
cussions were focused on en-
suring a seamless event expe-
rience, from world-class sport-
ing infrastructure to hospitality 
and security arrangements.

The Sports Minister said that 
all aspects including athlete 
safety, crowd management and 

deployment of police personnel 
are being carefully planned.

He assured that adequate 
administrative measures are 
being put in place to ensure the 
smooth conduct of the event.

“I am optimistic that athletes 
from Odisha will once again 
make the state proud with com-
mendable performances in this 
upcoming event,” he added.

Sports and Youth Services 
department Commission-
er-cum-Secretary Sachin 
Ramchandra Jadhav, Director 
Yeddula Vijay, Additional Sec-
retary Ashok Kumar Panda, 
Additional Commissioner of 
Police Narasingha Bhol, Hock-
ey Promotion Council of Odisha 
CEO Deepankar Mahapatra and 
Additional Secretary Bijay Ku-
mar Swain were present during 
the review.

Hosting the World 
Athletics Continen-
tal Tour Bronze in 
Odisha for the fi rst 

time is a matter of im-
mense pride. We are fully 
prepared to organise it 
successfully
SURYABANSHI SURAJ | SPORTS AND 
YOUTH SERVICES MINISTER

ECoR launches 
Swachhata Abhiyan

Over 200 to participate in World 
Athletics Continental Tour Bronze POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 1: 
East Coast Railway (ECoR) 
has launched a fortnight-long 
‘Swachhata Abhiyan’ from 
August 1 to 15, with a focus 
on ensuring cleanliness 
across railway stations, 
trains, offi ces, workshops, 
maintenance depots, hospi-
tals, and residential areas 
under its jurisdiction. 

The massive cleanliness 
drive is being carried out to 
create awareness and inspire 
collective action towards 
maintaining a clean and 
green India.

On the inaugural day, 
ECoR general manager 
Parmeshwar Funkwal ad-
ministered the ‘Swachhata’ 
pledge to all staff and offi cers. 
The pledge emphasised the 
importance of personal re-
sponsibility in maintaining 
cleanliness, with employees 
committing to keep their 
premises clean and motivate 
the general public to do the 
same.

As part of Swachhata Abhi-
yan, ECoR has planned a se-
ries of large-scale cleanliness 
activities, focusing on engag-
ing Railway employees, pas-
sengers, and stakeholders in 
sustained cleanliness efforts.

Ratna Bhandar 
inventory work 
soon: Minister
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, August 1: The 
state government Friday said 
it would soon reconstitute the 
Shree Jagannath Temple Man-
aging Committee (SJTMC), pav-
ing the way for a long-pending 
inventory of Lord Jagannath’s 
valuables in the presence of rep-
resentatives from the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI).

This was said by Law Minister 
Prithiviraj Harichandan, while 
replying to queries on the delay 
in initiating the inventory of valu-
ables. “We will soon reconstitute 
the SJTMC, which will permit to 
carry out the inventory of Lord 
Jagannath’s valuables stored in 
the Ratna Bhandar. The valu-
ables, including gold, diamonds 
and other items, are currently 
stored in a temporary strong 
room within the temple premis-
es,” Harichandan told reporters.

The minister informed that 
the RBI has nominated two 
experts to participate in the 
much-awaited inventory process 
of the temple’s treasure trove. 
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Rourkela, August 1: In a signif-
icant stride towards defence-tech 
integration, the National Institute 
of Technology (NIT) Rourkela has 
successfully concluded a high-level 
National Bootcamp on “Advances 
in Drone Swarm and Applications” 
in collaboration with the Military 
College of Telecommunication En-
gineering (MCTE), Ministry of De-
fence, Government of India. 

The intensive fi ve-day pro-
gramme, held from July 21 to 25, 2025 
at MCTE, Mhow (Indore), trained 
Indian Army offi cers and defence 
professionals in cutting-edge drone 
swarm technologies, highlighting 
NIT Rourkela’s growing prominence 
as a centre for strategic technologi-
cal training in India. 

The inaugural session was graced 
by Lieutenant General Vivek Dogra, 
Sena Medal, Commandant, MCTE, 
who attended as the chief guest, 
while the valedictory ceremony 

was attended by chief guest Major 
General Gautam Mahajan, Sena 
Medal- Dean and Chief Instructor.

From NIT Rourkela, the work-
shop was organised by a team com-
prising Prof PS Balaji from the De-
partment of Mechanical Engineer-
ing, along with Dr Chikesh Ranjan 
(Project Engineer) and Subhasish 
Bhoi (Junior Research Fellow). Prof 
J Srinivas from NITR is the prin-
cipal investigator of the project. 
Subodh K Dash and Spoorti G Han-
nikeri from Aerovidya Ventures 
assisted in facilitating the training 
throughout the programme.

Funded by the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Technology 
(MeitY) under its fl agship initiative 
“Capacity Building for Human Re-
source Development in Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems” (Aeromechanics 
theme), the bootcamp was led by the 
Department of Mechanical Engi-
neering, NIT Rourkela. It brought 
together military personnel, ac-
ademicians, drone technologists 

and research leaders from across 
the country to advance skill sets 
critical to India’s aerospace and 
defence capabilities.

Participants explored advanced 
drone technologies through a cur-
riculum that seamlessly blended 
core concepts with state-of-the-art 
applications. Sessions focused on 
swarm intelligence and inter-drone 
coordination, fl ight systems archi-
tecture and UAV dynamics, cyber 
security protocols, vision-based 
navigation and real-time swarm 
control and multi-agent mission 
planning with live simulations.

The hands-on modules were de-
signed to empower the Indian Army 
to operationalise drone swarms in 
real-world scenarios, validating the 
transformative concept of “From 
Planning to Field Execution”.

Prof K Umamaheshwar Rao, Di-
rector, NIT Rourkela, stated, “The 
successful conduct of this national 
bootcamp in collaboration marks a 
proud milestone for NIT Rourkela. 
We sincerely thank the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY) and the Ministry of 
Defence for entrusting us with this 
important responsibility. Such 
initiatives exemplify the power of 
academia–defence partnerships in 
building indigenous capabilities for 
India’s strategic sectors and support 
India’s aspirations in the fi eld of 
aerospace and unmanned systems. 
I congratulate our faculty, collabo-
rators, and participating offi cers for 
making this initiative a success.”

NIT Rourkela facilitates learning on 
drone swarm tech for Indian Army

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, August 1: Snake-
bite cases witness a rise during 
the rainy season, and while in-
cidents occur throughout the 
year, many result in fatalities 
due to venomous bites.

Patients often succumb be-
cause of delays in treatment, 
lack of immediate medical at-
tention, unavailability of an-
ti-venom injections, or being 
taken to unqualifi ed practi-
tioners (quacks). 

Although the government 
has launched awareness cam-
paigns, the number of snakebite 
deaths remains high. Experts 
say that if people are better 
informed about fi rst aid, en-
sure immediate medical care, 
and have access to adequate 
anti-venom supplies, fatalities 
could reduce signifi cantly.

Discrepancies in offi cial 
snakebite death data have also 
come to light. The fi gures are 
collected by Health department, 
Special Relief Commissioner 
(SRC), and Revenue depart-
ment. However, the alleged 
lack of coordination between 
the authorities has led to con-
fl icting numbers and disputes 
over compensation.

At a recent workshop organ-
ised by the Forest department 
in Keonjhar, Odisha Snake 
Helpline volunteers raised 
concerns over the data mis-
match and called for an inqui-
ry. Citing fi gures from different 
departments and offi cial web-
sites, they pointed out that the 
legislative data presented by 
the Revenue minister for 2023-
24 and 2024-25 do not match the 
SRC’s Annual Report on Natu-
ral Calamities.

For instance, the SRC’s 
2023-24 report states that 75 
people died of snakebites in 
Keonjhar district, and 57 fam-
ilies received compensation. 
However, the Revenue minis-
ter’s data claim 77 deaths and 
62 compensation cases for the 
same period.

Statewide, the Revenue min-
ister’s legislative report showed 
134 more deaths and higher 
compensation payouts than the 
SRC’s fi gures for 2023-24.

According to the volun-
teers, the SRC reported `29.20 
crore disbursed in compensa-
tion, while the Revenue min-
ister’s data cited `40.88 crore 
— a difference of `11.68 crore.

“This discrepancy, especial-
ly considering the funds come 
from government revenue, 
must be thoroughly verified,” 
said one of the volunteers. His 
remarks during the Keonjhar 
workshop reportedly sur-
prised officials from various 
departments, including those 

involved in snake rescue 
operations.

They also warned that with-
out proper inter-departmen-
tal coordination, there is a 
risk of fraudulent compensa-
tion claims, as has allegedly 
happened in other states.

The inconsistency in the 
2023-24 data has raised con-
cerns about the credibility 
of the 2024-25 legislative data 
presented in the Assembly.

Keonjhar CDMO BB Mishra 
said that anti-venom is admin-
istered to patients and those 
in critical conditions are re-
ferred to larger hospitals. “If 
they die, they are cremated, 
and the details are recorded,” 
he said.

Additional District Mag-
istrate (Revenue) Rabindra 
Kumar Pradhan said a study 
would be required to deter-
mine the reasons behind the 
discrepancies in death counts 
across departments.

Currently, the state offers 

`4 lakh in compensation for 
snakebite deaths, but this 
amount is being questioned. 
Since snakes are considered 
wild animals, Snake Helpline 
argues that compensation 
should be on par with deaths 
caused by other wild animals, 
which warrant `10 lakh in 
compensation.

The volunteers have also 
urged the government to man-
date that the first four days 
of treatment for snakebite 
victims be provided free of 
charge, even at private hos-
pitals. While government hos-
pitals do offer free treatment, 
he emphasised the impor-
tance of ICU care to increase 
survival chances.

“Spending `50,000 on ICU 
care could save a life and pre-
vent the need to pay `4 lakh 
in compensation,” they said, 
adding, “It’s both economical-
ly and morally sound.”

Meanwhile, Dr Sudipta 
Ranjan Singh, Professor of 
Forensic Medicine at AIIMS 
Bhubaneswar, highlighted 
the medical challenges in 
treating snakebite victims.

“Many deaths occur during 
transportation within the re-
ferral system. Many victims 
fail to receive treatment 
during the golden hour,” he 
said. “Neurotoxic envenom-
ation, mostly from cobras, 
leads to rapid death. Victims 
rarely reach tertiary health-
care facilities in time. Me-
chanical ventilation is often 
needed for cobra and krait 
bites. Only timely admission 
to ICUs with ventilator sup-
port can save the victim. Any 
delay compromises survival,” 
he added.

Snakebite deaths up in Keonjhar, 
but discrepancies appear in data

According to SRC’s data, 
75 snakebite deaths were 

reported in the district in 2023-
24, and 57 families received 
compensation. The Revenue 
minister’s data show 77 
deaths and 62 compensation 
cases for the same period

At present, `4 lakh 
compensation is provided 

for snakebite deaths. Activists 
point out that since snakes are 
considered wild animals, the 
amount should be `10 lakh - 
on par with other wild animal 
caused deaths

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, August 1: Despite 
the passage of over two years 
since a high-level meeting re-
solved to make Rourkela an 
overhead cable-free City, the 
resolution fi nds little imple-
mentation on the ground.

In several parts of the City—
including Daily Market, Koel 
Nagar, Chhend, Panposh, 
Basanti Colony and Uditnagar 
Civil Township—thick clusters 
of dangling cables continue to 
hang precariously from electric 
poles. These cables, resembling 
tangled cobwebs, not only mar 
the aesthetics of the Smart City, 
but also pose signifi cant safety 
risks to commuters and pedes-
trians.

Ahead of the Hockey world 
cup in January 2023, the Ro-
urkela Municipal Corporation 
(RMC) administration con-
vened a meeting to address the 
city’s cable management issues. 
Representatives from all cable 
operator fi rms participated and 
collectively agreed to eliminate 
overhead cabling. 

The initial plan involved lay-
ing cables underground from 
Panposh to the railway station. 
Until the underground work 
was complete, it was agreed 
that cables would be housed se-
curely in cable boxes on electric 
and other utility poles.

The then additional district 
magistrate also directed op-
erators to immediately stop 
installing cables on electric 
poles, warning that legal ac-
tion would be taken against 
violators. However, overhead 

cables continue to clutter the 
city’s skyline, undermining 
both safety and visual appeal.

In crowded areas such as 
Daily Market, operators have 
been observed laying cables 
unsafely, prioritising profi t 
over public welfare. Despite 
the risks posed to the public, 
authorities have allegedly re-
mained passive. No fi nes have 
been imposed, nor has any en-
forcement action been initiated 
against those violating regula-
tions, sources said.

In many areas, cables hang 
loosely from poles and, some-
times, fall to the ground, in-
creasing the likelihood of 
accidents. A recent incident 
occurred near the fi tness park 
in Uditnagar, where the exces-
sive weight of bundled cables 
caused a 33-kV power line to 
snap and fall across the road. 
Commuters narrowly avoided 
a major mishap.

It is not just authorised ca-
ble operators—several private 
networking companies have 
also illegally installed cables 
on Smart City infrastructure. 
This unauthorised activity is 
reportedly causing consider-
able revenue loss to the RMC.

As a result, drivers and com-
muters now feel increasingly 
unsafe on the roads. 

When contacted, Additional 
District Magistrate Ashutosh 
Kulkarni said action would be 
taken against agencies fl out-
ing government directives and 
laying cables indiscriminately. 
“Concrete steps would be taken 
to make Rourkela free of over-
head cables,” Kulkarni assured.

Rourkela’s dangling cables 
belie Smart City claimsPOST NEWS NETWORK

Deogarh, August 1: A 40-year-
old man was detained for alleged-
ly killing his wife by setting her 
on fi re in Rengali village under 
Barkote police limits in Deogarh 
district. The woman died while 
undergoing treatment at a hos-
pital in Cuttack.

The deceased was identi-
fi ed as Sabita Nayak, 34, wife 
of Bijay Nayak. As per police 
sources, the couple had a love 
marriage in 2009. However, 
they frequently quarreled, re-
portedly as they did not have 
any children.

An argument between the 
couple turned violent Thursday 
evening. In a fi t of rage, Bijay 
allegedly poured kerosene on 
Sabita and set her ablaze. She 
sustained critical burn inju-
ries and was fi rst taken to a 
hospital in Pallahara. From 
there she was taken to Keon-
jhar, and fi nally shifted to SCB 
Medical College and Hospital in 
Cuttack, where she died during 
treatment. Following a written 
complaint by Sabita’s father, 
Dinu Mohanta of Tebhapala vil-
lage under Pallahara police lim-
its, Barkote police registered a 
case of murder and detained 
Bijay for interrogation.

A police team led by Barkote IIC 
Mamata Panigrahi, along with a 
forensic team, visited the crime 
scene and collected evidence, in-
cluding a partially burned saree. 
The investigation is ongoing.

Woman burnt alive by 
hubby over infertility
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Paralakhemundi, August 1:
Police Friday issued a notice 
to a peon asking him to clarify 
his alleged role in serving urine 
instead of drinking water to a 
newly appointed junior engi-
neer at a government depart-
ment in Gajapati district, an 
offi cer said.

The peon, however, asserted 
that he had taken the water 
from a purifi er machine, kept 
the bottle in the engineer’s 
room and had no idea what 
happened thereafter.

The police action came 
around a week after the inci-
dent that took place at the offi ce 
of the Rural Water Supply and 
Sanitation (RWSS) department 
at Paralakhemundi.

The junior engineer, who 
joined the RWSS offi ce July 18, 
lodged a complaint at R Udaya-
giri police station alleging that 
he was served a bottle of water 
mixed with human urine by the 
peon July 23.

The police served the peon a 
notice asking him to clarify his 
role in the incident.

“There is no point in ar-
resting the peon without hav-
ing any prima facie evidence 
against him. We have seized 
the water allegedly mixed 
with human urine and sent it 
to a laboratory for examination. 
The police have also collected 
samples from the peon and the 
engineer,” Gajapati SP Jatindra 
Kumar Panda said.

In his complaint, the engi-
neer said the peon gave him 

a bottle of water to drink. Af-
ter drinking a portion of it, he 
suspected something else was 
in the water, based on its smell 
and taste.

Two other staff members 
present at the time also tasted 
the liquid, and his suspicion 
was corroborated, the engineer 
said in the complaint.

He then sent the sample to 
the RWSS laboratory. A prelim-

inary lab test detected 2.0 PPM 
(parts per million) of ammonia 
in the sample, raising suspicion 
of urine contamination.

“The high levels of ammonia 
establish that it was urine. I 
have fi led an FIR with the po-
lice. I want a full investigation. 
I feel humiliated,” the engineer 
told reporters. The peon denied 
the allegation.

Peon in soup for serving ‘urine’ to engineer

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir, August 1: A farmer 
in Dandara village under Dan-
garpada panchayat of Muriba-
hal block in Bolangir district 
reportedly committed suicide 
Friday by consuming pesticide 
over crop loss and debt burden.

Sources said the deceased, 
identifi ed as Rajkumar Patra, 
45, was distressed due to crop 
failure caused by scanty rain-
fall and the burden of loans.

Rajkumar had sown paddy 
and fi nger millets this season. 
To fund his cultivation, he had 
borrowed money from private 
lenders as well as microfi nance 
institutions. However, due to a 
severe rainfall defi cit in Bango-
munda area, his farming activ-
ities had come to a standstill.

The persistent lack of rain 
had left Rajkumar deeply wor-
ried in recent days. He went to 
his farmland as usual Friday 
morning, where he allegedly 
consumed pesticide.

Labourers working near-
by saw him lying on the fi eld 
and rushed him to Kantaban-
ji Hospital. However, he died 
while undergoing treatment 
at around 1pm. Following 
post-mortem, the body was 
handed over to the family.

Farmer ends life
over crop failure



T
he fi rst six months of 
Donald Trump’s sec-
ond presidency have 
been marked by a 

fl urry of executive orders and 
legislative activity unparal-
leled in US history, with the 
possible exception of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s fi rst 100 days in 
offi ce.

The key difference is that 
Roosevelt’s New Deal was a 
radical– and ultimately suc-
cessful – effort to pull the Unit-
ed States out of the Great De-
pression. By contrast, Trump’s 
policy drive lacks such a clear, 
immediate catalyst, as the US 
economy was performing well 
before he came to offi ce.

Rather than responding 
to a crisis, Trump’s policies 
seek to reorient the American 
economy by revitalizing its 
once-dominant manufactur-
ing sector. Whether they will 
succeed is far from certain.

Weaponization of interna-
tional trade is at the top of 
Trump’s economic agenda. 
Since April, he has imposed 
sweeping “reciprocal” tariffs 
on almost every country in 
the world,then adjusted them 
repeatedly– lifting some, low-
ering others, and reinstating 
or increasing many. As a re-
sult, the average effective US 
tariff rate has surged from 2% 
in 2024 to more than 16%, its 
highest level since the 1930s.

While many commentators 
have warned that sharply high-
er tariffs could fuel domestic 
infl ation, the real risk lies 
elsewhere. By increasing the 
cost of imported inputs from 
countries like Mexico, Cana-
da, and India, Trump’s tariffs 
raise US production costs and 
undermine America’s ability 
to compete globally.

Reduced competitiveness 
will likely lead to a decline in 

US exports, squeezing work-
ing-class incomes. Trump’s 
One Big Beautiful Bill Act, 
which combines tax cuts for 
the rich with cuts to health-
care and food-assistance pro-
grams, will compound the 
damage by disproportionately 
harming low- and middle-in-
come Americans while adding 
trillions to the federal defi cit.

Unless these policies are re-
versed soon – an unlikely sce-
nario – their impact on the US 
economy could be devastating. 
While the immediate effect on 
prices may be limited, high 
tariffs will ultimately slow 
GDP growth and erode wages, 
particularly for working-class 
Americans. This decline is 
likely to be a secular trend, 
potentially leading to a sharp 
deterioration in economic per-
formance.

Mainstream economists often 
overlook a critical fact: econom-
ic performance is infl uenced 
by much more than econom-
ic-policy decisions. As Francis 
Fukuyama has argued, it hinges 
on the strength of domestic in-
stitutions and the degree of trust 

within and between countries. 
It also depends on what Joseph 
S. Nye, Jr. called “soft power” 
– the ability to persuade rather 
than coerce.

Unfortunately, Trump has 
taken a sledge hammer to 
American institutions. For 
example, hundreds of inter-
national students at leading 
US universities have had their 
visas abruptly revoked by the 
Trump administration, fur-
ther weakening trust in Amer-
ica’s long-term commitments 
and adding to the damage al-
ready caused by Trump’s re-
lentless attacks on longtime 
US allies and contempt for the 
rule of law.

The greatest risk is a loss of 
confi dence in the dollar, which, 
as the world’s leading reserve 
currency,has long been the 
bedrock of US economic domi-
nance. I vividly recall August 
5, 2011, when Standard & Poor’s 
downgraded America’s credit 
rating from AAA to AA+. At 
the time, I was serving as an 
adviser to the Indian govern-
ment and witnessed the wide-
spread uncertainty about the 

potential impact on global fi -
nancial markets.

Ironically, this downgrade 
triggered a fl ow of money into 
the US, as investors seeking a 
safe haven rushed to buy 
dollar assets. The prevailing 
belief was that the US was a 
country that would never de-
fault on its external debt.

That trust, built over de-
cades, has been central to the 
dollar’s dominance.It has also 
allowed the US to accumulate 
an external debt of $28 trillion 
– more than any other coun-
try. While this gives the US 
a signifi cant strategic advan-
tage, it also implies a major 
vulnerability: if confi dence in 
the dollar were to erode, the 
rug would be pulled out from 
under the American economy.

The unpredictable shifts in 
US policy under Trump have 
made fi nancial markets in-
creasingly jittery. If current 
trends persist, the consequenc-
es could be swift and severe, 
leading to a historic loss of 
confi dence in the dollar and a 
fl ight from US assets.

The only hope is that Amer-
icans will strongly oppose 
Trump’s harmful policies, 
forcing him to reverse course. 
Despite short-term challenges, 
the US economy remains resil-
ient enough to recover and sta-
bilize. But if Trump continues 
for the next three and a half 
years as he has during his 
fi rst six months, the US could 
fi nd itself facing the kind of 
conditions that Roosevelt had 
to address, only this time the 
economic decline could be ir-
reversible.

The writer is a former 

chief economist of the 

World Bank and chief 

economic adviser to the 

Government of India.
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T he Central Secretariat Service (CSS) may not be the face of gov-
ernment, but it’s certainly its nervous system. And right now, 
it’s showing signs of paralysis.

For years, the CSS Forum has been knocking on doors asking for 
what basic administrative hygiene should ideally be: timely cadre 
reviews, fair promotions, and parity with other central services. 
However, the 4th cadre review, due back in 2018, remains stuck in 
bureaucratic molasses, despite a committee being formed nearly two 
years ago.

What we have is a seven-year delay in what should’ve been a routine 
fi ve-yearly exercise. Promotions are in deep freeze. Under Secretaries 
eligible after fi ve years are stuck for over twelve. ASOs of the 2014 
batch haven’t seen a single promotion. Sounds like systemic apathy.

And this isn’t just about morale. Ministries and departments are 
running with a massive shortfall—RTI replies suggest a demand for 
2,500 more CSS offi cers across just 24 departments. This has real-world 
consequences on governance, effi ciency, and public service delivery. 
What adds salt to the wound is that other services get their cadre 
reviews wrapped up in under a year. Is CSS being singled out for 
indifference, these babus are questioning?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of an effi cient, responsive 
government needs fuel. Digital India cannot be built with analogue 
HR processes. The DoPT, ironically responsible for personnel policy, 
has to ensure that CSS offi cers are regarded with the same respect 
as other members of the civil service. After all, CSS isn’t asking for 
privilege, just parity. It is time to listen and act before the machinery 
grinds to a halt.

Vice President out, staff out faster
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar’s sudden resignation may have 

been draped in health concerns, but it’s the quiet aftershocks that 
raise the real eyebrows.

Even before the press had 
digested his exit, members of 
his secretariat staff, including 
offi cers on deputation, were 
reportedly being sent scurry-
ing back to their parent cad-
res. No transition time, no soft 
landings. For a constitutional offi ce of this stature, such haste isn’t 
just unseemly, it’s telling.

When a high constitutional functionary steps down mid-term, the 
system usually pauses, allows dignity to prevail, and ensures an or-
derly handover. But not this time. The signal was stark: not only was 
the man out, so were his people. And fast.

This kind of administrative muscle-fl exing suggests that Dhankhar’s 
exit wasn’t as voluntary as the offi cial line suggests. Add to that the 
deafening silence from the ruling establishment, and you’ve got all the 
elements of a classic quiet purge. Babudom, as always, speaks volumes 
through its paperwork, and the papers this time seem to have been 
moved in vengeance mode.

Dhankhar’s recent stances, which were occasionally at odds with 
the government’s line, may not have gone down well with the pow-
ers that be. But it’s the treatment of his staff that betrays just how 
personal this got. We’ve seen this play before. Only now, the eraser 
seems to work faster.

When babus get candid on podcasts
Move over celebrity exposés—now even babus are turning podcast-

ers. A wave of state-run or insider-led podcasts features police offi cers 
and babus sharing stories that were once confi ned to offi ce corridors.

Uttar Pradesh Police’s “Beyond the Badge” is a glossy narrative of 
Rs 100-crore insurance fraud cases and UPSC toppers, delivered by 
cops themselves. It’s storytelling in uniform, complete with technical 
forensic details and aspirational journeys. Haryana’s HSNCB chief 
recently launched a series unpacking drug enforcement operations, 
from pharmacy abuse to interstate smuggling chains.

Public interest? Check. Transparency? Partially. But with babus as 
narrators, it’s as much about recounting crime as it is about image 
crafting. The message: here’s the modern, woke babudom speaking 
in person, dropping jargon and drama in equal measure.

This trend taps into India’s podcast culture explosion, where brands 
and public fi gures are discovering podcasts as a celebrity-greenlight-
ing machine. The entry of babus into this arena is especially curious. 
While it humanises mumbo-jumbo bureaucratic processes, it also 
shows them chasing ‘coolness’ and narrative control.

But not everyone’s buying it. Redditors and aspirants have long 
questioned whether civil servants, expected to be faceless public func-
tionaries, should become social media infl uencers in khaki. When 
babus begin broadcasting, polishing their persona, or subtly fl exing 
their status, the reaction has ranged from eyerolls to outright skepti-
cism. If babus are looking for credibility, the real test isn’t in telling 
tales. It is in doing the real work transparently.

Share a babu experience! Follow

dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect
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SPECTRUM EURASIAN COOPERATION

RIC must stand up for global good

Selective morality

Sir, Apropos “6 Indian companies sanctioned,” Orissa POST, Aug 1. The 
United States has once again exposed its blatant hypocrisy by imposing 
sanctions on over 20 global entities—including six in India—for pur-
chasing petrochemical products from Iran, under the pretext that Iran 
uses such revenues to destabilize the Middle East. Yet, in a staggering 
display of double standards, Washington has simultaneously pursued 
an oil development deal with Pakistan—a nation its own President 
Donald Trump branded a “terror hub” and denounced for “lies and de-
ceit.” This contradiction lays bare the West’s, especially, US’s selective 
morality and geostrategic opportunism. While it preaches high-minded 
principles to the world, the US shamelessly partners with regimes it 
once vilifi ed, as long as it serves its economic or strategic interests. 
The move to punish India while rewarding Pakistan reeks of hypoc-
risy and undercuts America's credibility as a global standard-bearer 
of “values.” By targeting countries engaging with Iran while cozying 
up to Pakistan, the US reveals it is less concerned with terrorism or 
peace and more obsessed with seeking economic gains and maintaining 
hegemony. The mask of principled leadership has slipped—exposing 
nothing more than ruthless, self-serving duplicity. 

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

That which we call the 
Hindu religion is really the 
Eternal religion because it 
embraces all others. 

 SRI AUROBINDO TRUMP’S TARIFF FALLOUT
TRADE

W armongering impe-
rialist hegemony 
and neocolonial on-

slaughts against people and 
the planet are intensifying 
across the globe, with partic-
ularly severe impacts on lives, 
livelihoods and environment 
in countries in Asia, Africa, 
the Middle East, and Latin 
America. As the global pow-
er balance continues to shift 
with imperialist dominance 
over people and their resourc-
es, there is an urgent need 
for a countervailing force to 
end unilateralism and uphold 
peace and ensure social, polit-
ical, and economic justice, as 
well as to democratise global 
politics and the economy. In 
this context, the revival of tri-
lateral Eurasian cooperation 
between Russia, India, and 
China (RIC) represents a sig-
nifi cant strategic development. 
The survival, effectiveness, 
and broader global infl uence 
of this alliance—beyond re-
gional concerns and security 
architectures—will depend on 
the creation of a common ideo-
logical foundation that aspires 
not only to serve the region but 
also to become a force for glob-
al good.

The idea of the Russia-In-
dia-China (RIC) trilateral was 
fi rst proposed by Ukrainian 
born Russian Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov in 1998 as 
a “counterbalance” to Western 
hegemony. This concept was 

institutionalised in 2002 with 
the formal establishment of 
RIC. Despite various achieve-
ments over the past two de-
cades—particularly in the 
realm of track-two diploma-
cy—RIC has not made signif-
icant progress in developing 
a coherent ideological frame-
work to guide its mission, vi-
sion, and practical actions.

In 2016, during the 14th RIC 
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 
in Moscow, the group, for 
the fi rst time, articulated a 
shared objective in terms of 
“the development of an open, 
inclusive, indivisible, and 
transparent security and co-
operation architecture in the 
region, grounded in univer-
sally recognised principles of 
international law”. However, 
realising this cooperative 
and security-oriented ideal 
requires resolving longstand-
ing regional and global differ-
ences among Russia, India, 
and China.

The fi rst priority for RIC 
needs to resolve all territorial 
disputes and other confl icts 
among its member countries 
through diplomacy and dia-
logue. The group must jointly 
declare that no war will occur 
between RIC nations and that 
none will act against the nation-
al interests of the others. This 
goal can be achieved by promot-
ing an environment of coopera-
tion and open communication 
to eliminate trust defi cits. 

RIC needs to adopt the poli-
tics of decolonisation and po-
sition itself as an anti-impe-
rialist platform dedicated to 
promoting regional and global 
peace and shared prosperity. 
Such a stance would enable 
it to broaden international 
cooperation, especially with 
countries and peoples across 
Asia, Africa, the Middle East, 
and Latin America. RIC must 
actively engage in multilateral 
forums such as the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) and BRICS to help de-
mocratise global politics and 
the world economy, counter-
ing capitalist hegemony and 
imperialist unilateralism.

RIC must revive the ethos, 
spirit, and framework of the 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
in order to democratise, decol-
onise, and decarbonise global 
politics and the world economy. 
Above all, RIC must uphold the 
interests of people, peace, and 
the planet beyond narrow ter-
ritorial considerations, and it 
should be committed to advanc-
ing the well-being of the global 
working class.

RIC must work toward estab-
lishing a common market and 
trade mechanisms that unite 
free producers and free con-
sumers without artifi cial bar-
riers, aiming to create a truly 
free and fair market—one that 
transcends the capitalist logic 
of profi t over people. 

RIC countries must establish 

strategic security cooperation 
and sustained dialogue to up-
hold regional and global peace, 
while collectively challenging 
the warmongering and hege-
monic agendas of American 
and European corporate-mili-
tary interests. A potential RIC 
military alliance should not be 
viewed solely as a self-defence 
mechanism, but as a principled 
coalition committed to resist-
ing all forms of imperialist 
intervention and aggression.

RIC must promote condi-
tions that nurture indigenous, 
diverse, democratic and alter-
native knowledge traditions 
that empower people through 
the politics of secular mul-
ticulturalism and promote 
a deepening of distributive 
democracy which ensures so-
cial and economic justice for 
people across the globe.The 
promotion of peace, an uncon-
ditional commitment to shared 
prosperity, and the uncom-
promising practice of human 
rights, inclusive citizenship 
and distributive democracy 
can serve as the fi ve founda-
tional pillars of RIC. These 
principles can help establish 
lasting regional stability and 
make a meaningful contribu-
tion to global peace. Let RIC 
celebrate the idealisms of inter-
nationalism to protect people 
and planet and promote peace.

The writer teaches at 

London Metropolitan 

University.

 If Trump continues for the next three and 
a half years as he has during his fi rst six 

months, the US could fi nd itself facing the 
kind of conditions that Roosevelt had to 

address, only this time the economic decline 
could be irreversible

THE 
UNPREDICTABLE 

SHIFTS IN US 
POLICY UNDER 

TRUMP HAVE 
MADE FINANCIAL 

MARKETS 
INCREASINGLY 

JITTERY

Kaushik Basu

LET RUSSIA, INDIA, 
AND CHINA (RIC) 
CELEBRATE THE 

IDEALISMS OF 
INTERNATIONALISM 

TO PROTECT 
PEOPLE AND 
PLANET AND 

PROMOTE PEACE

Bhabani Shankar Nayak

WISDOM CORNER
It is better to be violent, if there is violence in our hearts, 
than to put on the cloak of nonviolence to cover impotence.   
 MAHATMA GANDHI

For to be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to 
live in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of 
others. 
 NELSON MANDELA

The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in 
moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands 
at times of challenge and controversy. 
 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

 
1830: Charles X of France abdicated the throne, unable to resist the July 
Revolution.

1876: Wild Bill Hickok—a frontiersman, marksman, gambler, and legend of 
the American West—was murdered in the city of Deadwood, in what is now 
South Dakota.

1990: Iraq invaded Kuwait, and Saddam Hussein's subsequent refusal 
to withdraw his troops sparked the Persian Gulf War, in which an 
international force led by the United States quickly defeated Iraq.

1992: At the Summer Olympics in Barcelona, American athlete Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee, considered by many to be the greatest female athlete 
ever, won the heptathlon, becoming the fi rst person to win the event in 
consecutive Games.

Rahul’s  gesture

Sir, Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi must 
be lauded for his move to adopt 22 children from 
the Poonch district of Jammu and Kashmir, who 
lost their parents or family breadwinners in the 
cross-border shelling during Operation Sindoor. 
Rahul Gandhi’s move holds tangible benefi ts for the 
children and families affected by the confl ict. With 
their homes destroyed, schools damaged, and fami-
lies torn apart, these children now have a renewed 
path to education and stability. The broader impact 
of the initiative could also help in raising awareness 
about the human cost of cross-border violence. In a 
region plagued by years of confl ict, Rahul Gandhi’s 
decision to adopt and educate 22 orphaned children 
sends a powerful message of empathy and action 
and stands as a rare moment of compassion in times 
of turmoil. Regardless of political allegiance, the 
truth remains that when leaders step into the role 
of healers, societies move closer to peace. 

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI

 FOCUS
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HIMACHAL 
PRADESH NORTHEAST

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, August 1: The 
Supreme Court has fl agged the 
ecological imbalance in Him-
achal Pradesh and cautioned 
that the entire state may "van-
ish in thin air" if the situation 
does not change.

Observing that the situation 
in Himachal Pradesh has gone 
from bad to worse, the apex 
court said climate change is 
having a "visible and alarming 
impact" on the state.

"We want to impress upon the 
state government and Union of 
India that earning revenue is 
not everything. Revenue cannot 
be earned at the cost of environ-
ment and ecology," a bench of 
Justices JB Pardiwala and R 
Mahadevan said.

"If things proceed the way 
they are as on date, the day is 
not far when the entire state of 
HP may vanish in thin air from 
the map of the country. God for-
bid this doesn't happen," it said.

The top court made the obser-
vations July 28 while dealing 
with a petition against an order 
of the Himachal Pradesh High 
Court, which declined to enter-
tain a plea challenging the state's 
June 2025 notifi cation declaring 
certain areas as "green area".

While refusing to interfere 
with the high court's order, 
the apex court said the obvious 
reason for issuing the notifi ca-
tion was to curb construction 
activities in a particular area.

"The situation in the state 
of Himachal Pradesh has gone 
from bad to worse. The severe 
ecological imbalance and other 
environmental conditions have 
led to serious natural calami-
ties over a period of years," the 
bench said.

It noted the nature defi -
nitely is "annoyed" with the 
activities that are going on in 
Himachal Pradesh. "It is not 
right to blame only nature 
for the disaster in Himachal 
Pradesh. Humans, not nature, 
are responsible for phenome-

non such as continuous land 
sliding of mountains and soil, 
landslides on roads, collapsing 
of houses and buildings, subsid-
ence of road etc.," it said. The 
bench observed that Himachal 
Pradesh is nestled in the lap of 
Himalayan mountains and it is 
important to seek the opinion 
of geologists, environmental 
experts and locals before any 
development project is under-
taken there.

The bench said taking ad-
vantage of the state's natural 
beauty, the government started 
constructing four-lane roads to 
promote it as a tourist destina-
tion. "With forests encompass-
ing more than 66 per cent of 
the total land area, Himachal 
Pradesh is renowned for its 
abundant beauty and greenery. 
But the danger to this natural 
richness is growing as a result 
of human greed and apathy," it 
said. The bench said unrelent-
ing building, tunnel and road 
construction, frequently done 

without suffi cient environmen-
tal planning, has increased the 
area's susceptibility to natural 
disasters and effects of climate 
change. Stating that Himachal 
Pradesh is often referred to as 
the "power state" of India due to 
its signifi cant hydropower po-
tential, the bench said, "While 
this form of energy is renewable 
and low-carbon, large-scale con-
struction of dams, reservoirs, 
and tunnels comes with con-
siderable environmental costs." 

It said the state has been 
witnessing rising average 
temperatures, shifting snow-
fall patterns and an increase 
in the frequency and intensity 
of extreme weather events.  

"These changes threaten not 
only the environment but also 
the livelihoods of local commu-
nities dependent on farming, 
horticulture, and eco-tourism 
deforestation and forest degra-
dation are major concerns," it 
said. It also fl agged forest fi res, 
encroachments, overgrazing and 

expansion of agricultural and 
urban areas as contributing fac-
tors. The bench said pace of in-
frastructure development in the 
state has intensifi ed in recent 
years, driven by the twin goals 
of connectivity and tourism.

Projects like four-lane high-
ways, ropeways, tunnels and ur-
ban expansions often bypass en-
vironmental safeguards, it said.

The apex court also said that 
tourism is a major source of 
income in Himachal Pradesh 
but the uncontrolled growth of 
tourism has strained the state's 
environment.

"If left unchecked, the pres-
sure from tourism could se-
verely undermine the ecolog-
ical and social fabric of the 
state," it said. Referring to the 
peculiarities in the Himalayan 
region, the bench said there is 
a need for all the Himalayan 
states to collate resources 
and expertise so as to ensure 
that development plans are 
cognizant of these challenges.
"All that we want to convey 
today is that it is high time 
the state of HP pays attention 
to what we have observed and 
starts taking necessary action 
at the earliest in the right direc-
tion," it said.

The bench said the Centre al-
so owes an obligation to see that 
ecological imbalance in the state 
does not get further disturbed 
and natural calamities do not 
occur. "Of course much dam-
age has been caused but there 
is a saying that 'something is 
better than nothing'," the bench 
observed, as it directed the apex 
court registry to register a writ 
petition in public interest in this 
regard. "We expect the state to 
fi le an appropriate reply explain-
ing whether they have any action 
plan to meet with the issues we 
have discussed and what do they 
propose to do in future," it said.

The bench also said the reg-
istry shall notify the matter 
before it after obtaining ap-
propriate order from the Chief 
Justice of India.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Itanagar, August 1: In a pow-
erful display of grassroots lead-
ership, youths in Arunachal 
Pradesh's West Siang district 
have taken it upon themselves 
to revive incomplete infra-
structure projects and address 
long-standing civic issues, 
without waiting for govern-
ment support.

A notable instance of this 
spirit is unfolding in West 
Siang, where two youths have 
spearheaded the redevelopment 
of the long-pending Aalo Indoor 
Stadium, while another young 
entrepreneur has repaired 
a vital bridge connecting re-
mote villages. The Aalo Indoor 
Stadium project, sanctioned 
under the 2014-15 Special Plan 
Assistance (SPA) with an es-
timated cost of Rs 35.28 crore, 
was awarded to M/s TK Engi-
neering Consortium Limited.

Construction began in June 
2018 with a 36-month deadline, 
yet the project remains incom-
plete.

In contrast, other stadiums 
sanctioned in the same period 
at Chimpu, Pasighat, Yupia, 
and Ziro have already been 
completed and are regularly 
hosting sports events.

By 2024, the delay had tested 
the patience of local communi-
ties. Multiple appeals from com-
munity-based organisations, 
students, and senior citizens to 
expedite construction or have 
the fi rm vacate the site went 
unheard.

Frustrated by the prolonged 
inaction, two men in their early 
40s, Nyatum Bagra and Kento 
Ete, decided to act.

On June 30, the West Siang 
District Olympic Association, 
under the leadership of its pres-
ident Bagra, began redeveloping 
the abandoned ground to make 
it suitable for hosting football 
and volleyball tournaments, 
without any government fund-
ing or logistical support.

"We were concerned by the 
lack of sports activities for almost 
a decade due to the construction 
of the stadium," said Bagra.

"Young people, due to sta-
dium construction and lack 
of other facilities, were left 
with no option and were going 
astray, indulging in alcohol and 
drugs," he pointed out.

Bagra noted that West Siang, 
once a sporting powerhouse in 
Arunachal, had lost its edge.

The legacy of sports in the dis-
trict includes the Ramakrishna 
Mission School, Aalo, which 
reached the fi nals of the pres-
tigious Subroto Mukherjee Cup 
in 1988 and 1990, and footbal-
ler-turned-coach Gumpe Rime, 
who hails from the district.

Kento Ete, general secretary 
of the West Siang District Foot-
ball Association, echoed simi-
lar sentiments.

"A generation has lost the 
opportunity due to government 
apathy," Ete remarked, adding 

that the state government, dis-
trict administration, and the 
sports department had failed 
the community.

With a group of volunteers, 
they began clearing the over-
grown fi eld, removing shrubs, 
debris, and discarded construc-
tion materials. However, the 
gallery, rostrum, and equip-
ment left by the construction 
fi rm were left untouched.

The initiative drew over-
whelming public support, with 
contributions from the Football 
Players' Union, Tractors Union, 
senior citizens, and even man-
ual labourers (mutias).

Community service 
In another inspiring act of 

community service, Gotum 
Gangkak, a 31-year-old entre-
preneur and SRCC Delhi Uni-

versity B.Com graduate, took 
it upon himself to renovate a 
steel bridge over Himak River, 
which connects Darak circle 
with the rest of West Siang.

"I was moved by the dangers 
faced by the people of Darak 
to cross the bridge," Gangkak 
said. Despite being a vital life-
line for around 1,000 residents, 
the bridge had remained ne-
glected for decades.

With no help in sight, he 
hired JCB machines, fabrica-
tion equipment, a generator, 
and labourers, funding the en-
tire operation himself.

He spent Rs 5-6 lakh to pro-
cure materials from outside the 
state and completed the bridge 
repair. Jumba Loyi, a health 
department worker in Darak, 
praised the effort.

"Now people can use the 
bridge without being worried," 
Loyi said, noting that previous-
ly, even trucks and dumpers en-
gaged in construction in nearby 
Belo village could not use the 
bridge safely.

As both the stadium redevel-
opment and the bridge repair 
came to fruition, the residents 
of West Siang have expressed 
gratitude to the young change 
makers whose actions refl ect 
the power of initiative and 
community spirit.

SC warns HP may ‘vanish in thin air’

According to experts and various reports, 
the major causes of destruction in the state 
are hydropower projects, four-lane roads, 
deforestation, multi-storey buildings, etc

Youths restore hope in Arunachal’s West Siang
Across the state, young people are stepping up 

to drive change, tackling a wide range of 
challenges from drug awareness and waste 
management to infrastructure development

ACTION 
OVER APATHY
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Imphal, August 1: The Mani-
pur government Friday offi cial-
ly launched its e-gazette portal 
in a move aimed at promoting 
digital governance and enhanc-
ing public access to offi cial in-
formation, a statement said.

"This visionary initiative 
marks a signifi cant step to-

wards paperless administration 
and greater public access to offi -
cial government information," 
it added.

With the launch, the govern-
ment has discontinued all phys-
ical printing and sale of hard 
copies of the Manipur Gazette, 
effective August 1.

"The purpose of the e-gazette 
portal is to publish the Manipur 
Gazette exclusively in electron-
ic format on the offi cial portal, 
and physical printing and sale 
of hard copies of the gazette 
stands discontinued from Au-
gust 1," the statement added.

The directorate of printing 
and stationary shall maintain 
offi cial records of all e-pub-
lished notifi cations and make 
them available as and when 
required for reference, it added.

Manipur govt goes paperless, 
launches offi cial e-gazette portal
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Imphal, August 1: Eight years 
after Northeast India's fi rst 
fl oating elementary school was 
set up for children of the fi shing 
community on Loktak Lake in 
Manipur, the school is now bat-
tling to survive.

With the community fi nding 
no other way to keep the school 
running, they have sought gov-
ernment help.

The Loktak Floating Elemen-
tary School was set up in 2017 at 
Langolsabi Leikai in Champu 
Khangpok, a fl oating village of 
nearly 330 residents. 

It was built atop thick fl oat-
ing masses of aquatic vegeta-
tion known as phumdis — a 
hallmark of Loktak Lake. These 
fl oating biomass islands, about 
4 to 5 feet thick, support both 
huts and the school itself.

Rajen Oinam, secretary of 
the All Loktak Lake Areas Fish-
ermen Union Manipur, which 
runs the school, told PTI, "The 
one-room school, measuring 
24 by 15 feet, lacks even basic 
infrastructure such as desks 
and tables. We had a lot of hope 
when we started, but this year 
alone, seven students dropped 
out. Only 23 students are cur-
rently enrolled, up to class 2. 
Classes are held from 8 am to 
noon, twice a week."

"Children not only from 
Champu Khangpok but also 
from distant fl oating huts come 
here to learn how to read and 
write. However, ever since 
ethnic violence erupted in the 
state, we've been preoccupied 
with managing relief camps 
for internally displaced persons 
(IDPs), which has taken our fo-
cus away from the school," he 
added. Sharing a unique fea-
ture of the huts built on fl oating 
phumdis, Oinam said, "Often, 
the huts drift away overnight to 
another location, in some cas-
es more than 3 km away, when 
there are thunderstorms ac-
companied by strong winds. To 

prevent this, huts are stabilised 
by anchoring bamboo poles into 
the lakebed. The school itself is 
tied with ropes to keep it from 
fl oating away."

Reaching the school is a chal-
lenge.

"It takes about one-and-a-half 
hours by traditional wooden ca-
noe from Ningthoukhong Proj-
ect Gate in Bishnupur district," 
said Oinam.

"While most huts use bam-
boo for fl ooring, the school uses 
wooden boards, covered with 
carpets. Apart from solar-pow-
ered electricity, the village has 
no modern amenities," he added.

Though villagers have been 
trying hard, the school still 
lacks offi cial recognition.

"We have submitted appli-
cations to the authorities in 
Bishnupur district, but there 
has been no response. With gov-
ernment recognition, we could 
get support for infrastructure 
and teacher salaries. For now, 
the Bishnupur-based People Re-
sources Development Associa-
tion keeps the school running 
by supplying books, stationery, 
and minimal salaries for the 
teachers," Oinam said.

N Kumar, a fi sherman and res-
ident of the fl oating village, ex-
plained why the school matters.

"There are schools on land 
in Bishnupur, but they're over 
an hour away. Parents have 
to wait for classes to fi nish 
to bring their children back. 
This is time-consuming and 
expensive. Since both men 
and women in our community 
fi sh to sustain the family, the 
fl oating school is more conve-
nient," he added.

Despite being surrounded by 
water, residents face a scarcity 
of safe drinking water.

"The lake water is often con-
taminated due to untreated ur-
ban waste and solid plastics. 
We collect cleaner water from 
deeper parts of the lake, then 
boil or fi lter it before drinking," 
Kumar added.

NE’s only fl oating school 
struggles to stay afl oat
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Shimla, August 1: Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Secretary Pra-
bodh Saxena Friday launched 
the face authentication in pub-
lic distribution system, empha-
sising the importance of achiev-
ing hundred per cent Aadhaar 
saturation across the state.

He was chairing a review 
meeting with all departmental 
heads of the state government 
and the Unique Identifi cation 
Authority of India (UIDAI) 
here, an offi cial statement said.

During the meeting, offi-
cials informed that that Him-
achal Pradesh is leading the 
country in terms of Aadhaar 
generation of the children 
aged below five. The national 
average is 39 per cent where-
as the state has achieved 56 
per cent coverage.

According to the statement, 
Deputy Director General (UID-
AI) Dhiraj Sarin was also pres-
ent in the meeting. 

Himachal Pradesh has made 
signifi cant progress over the 
last three months and the pen-
dency of mandatory biometric 
update has decreased from 5.5 
lakh to 4.75 lakh, the statement 
added.

In the meeting it was also 
notifi ed that the department 
of digital technology and gov-
ernance in collaboration with 
the education department has 
arranged multiple camps in the 
schools to cover the mandatory 
biometric updates. 

The chief secretary direct-
ed to cover private schools as 
well to reduce the pendency of 
mandatory biometric update, 
which were to be carried out 
on attaining the ages of fi ve 
and 15 years.

He also emphasised on pop-
ularisation of Aadhaar related 
services and to carry out an 
awareness campaign through 
the school education depart-
ment to encourage parents and 
guardians for mandatory bio-
metric update of their children.

Himachal launches face 
authentication in public 
distribution system

An excavator being used to assist people to cross a stream, in Lahaul and Spiti district of Himachal Pradesh, Friday
 

ECOLOGICAL IMBALANCE
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Shillong, August 1: Faced 
with the growing mess of beer 
bottles and plastic wrappers 
strewn across scenic spots in 
Meghalaya's East Khasi Hills 
district, the authorities Friday 
imposed a ban on roadside pic-
nics and littering in the district.

Offi cials said the decision 
was taken after repeated com-
plaints and observations of 
tourists leaving behind waste 
at viewpoints, roadsides, and 
near tourist hotspots, turning 
once-pristine locations into 
eyesores.

"In every nook and corner, 
we're seeing the same story - 
plastic bottles, food waste, beer 
cans. It's not just unpleasant, 
it's damaging the environment 
and the image of the district," 

an offi cial said.
The administration has now 

prohibited tourists and visitors 
from cooking or picnicking by 
the roadside.

Police have been directed 
to take action against such 
violations.

The order comes shortly af-
ter the Deputy Chief of Hima 
Sohra voiced similar concerns 
over the condition of tourism 
corridors in Sohra.

Last week, the traditional 
administrative offi ce have di-
rected that all vehicles entering 
Sohra area has to mandatorily 
have dustbins in their cars.

Police have been directed 
to keep a close watch, and 
tourists have been advised 
to enjoy Meghalaya's beau-
ty without turning it into a 
dumping ground.

Littering triggers ban on 
picnics in East Khasi Hills

PTI PHOTO



I met Prime 
Minister 
Narendra 

Modi ji Thursday 
(in Delhi). The 
PM has given his 
consent for the 
inauguration of (Bhopal) metro 
train and laying the foundation 
stone of PM Mitra Park in Dhar 
district, which will generate 
over one lakh jobs. Very soon 
he will let us know the date for 
these programmes

MOHAN YADAV | MP CM

It was a 
moment of 
immense 

pride that the 
sons of Himach-
al Pradesh are 
achieving new 
milestones in the service of 
the nation through their talent, 
dedication and commitment

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU  | HIMACHAL CM
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national
378 KILLED IN TIGER ATTACKS
FROM 2020-24: GOVT REPORT
India recorded 378 human deaths in tiger attacks be-
tween 2020 and 2024, with Maharashtra reporting the 
highest toll, according to government data presented 
in Parliament. Responding to a question in Rajya Sab-
ha, Minister of State for Environment Kirti Vardhan 
Singh said that 110 people were killed in tiger attacks 
in 2022, the highest in the fi ve-year period

The Goa government will 
design a scheme providing 
fi nancial assistance to wark-
aris. Either the Art and Culture 
Department or Social Welfare 
department will be made a 
nodal agency to implement 
this scheme
PRAMOD SAWANT  | GOA CM

It is a mis-
conception 
that politics 

is all about tell-
ing lies or using 
fl attery. Even late 
Shiv Sena chief 
Balasaheb Thackeray used to 
be truthful in his speeches. He 
used to speak his mind

NITIN GADKARI  |  UNION MINISTER

Nurse case: We continue to 
closely follow it, says MEA 
New Delhi: India Friday 
said it continues to render 
all possible assistance in the 
case of Nimisha Priya, an 
Indian nurse on death row 
in Yemen. The Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) said 
it is also in touch with some 
friendly governments as part 
of efforts to reach a solution 
in the case. The nurse, hailing 
from Kollengode in Kerala’s 
Palakkad district, has been 
found guilty of murdering 
a Yemeni citizen in July, 
2017. The 38-year-old Indian 
national's execution was 
scheduled for July 16, but 
it was postponed following 
intervention of Indian offi cials.

4 people killed in 
elephant attacks 
Ambikapur/Korba: Four 
people, including a father-
daughter duo, were killed 
after being attacked by wild 
elephants in separate incidents 
in Chhattisgarh's Surguja 
district, forest department 
offi cials said Friday. These 
elephant attacks took place 
in the last two days. In a 
separate incident, an elephant 
died of electrocution after it 
came in contact with a live 
wire illegally laid by three 
persons to operate a borewell 
in neighbouring Korba district, 
they said.

Oppn protests rock RS
New Delhi: Rajya Sabha 
proceedings were adjourned 
for the day Friday amid 
vociferous protests by 
Opposition members over the 
issue of Special Revision of 
electoral rolls in Bihar.  The 
House could not function 
and both the Zero Hour and 
Question Hour were washed 
out.  The House was earlier 
adjourned soon after laying of 
papers within minutes.  When 
the House reassembled at 12 
noon, there was no let up in 
the protests forcing the Chair 
to adjourn for the day. 

Street vendors protest 
Shillong: Street vendors, 
mostly women, staged a 
protest outside the Shillong 
Municipal Board (SMB) offi ce 
here Friday, alleging arbitrary 
revocation of vending 
licences and biased allotment 
of stalls at the newly 
designated vending zone. 
The protesters, under the 
banner of the Meghalaya and 
Greater Shillong Progressive 
Hawkers and Street Vendors 
Association (MGSPHSVA), 
demanded a review of the 
relocation process carried 
out by the SMB and the Urban 
Affairs department.
 

SHORT TAKES

A fi eld-level, multi-agency disaster management mock drill underway, at AIIMS New Delhi PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, August 1: The 
Delhi High Court has held that 
creating a safe environment 
for children cannot be restrict-
ed to physical spaces and the 
modern world demands that 
equal protection be extended 
to digital spaces where minors 
spend considerable time, often 
for educational purposes.

The court made the observa-
tions while dismissing a man’s 
plea challenging his conviction 
and fi ve-year jail term in a case 
of sending obscene messages 
and morphed photographs of a 
girl, a class 11 student, on her 
mobile phone and threatening 
to circulate them online.

The high court expressed 
deep concern over the use of 
technology to commit cyber-
bullying, an act which, while 

faceless and silent, can be as 
mentally traumatic and scar-
ring as physical violence, es-
pecially when directed towards 
children.

“This court is also of the 
view that creating a safe envi-
ronment for children cannot 
be restricted to physical spac-

es alone. The modern world 
demands that equal protection 
be extended to digital spaces, 
where children are now spend-
ing considerable time, often for 
educational purposes,” Justice 
Swarana Kanta Sharma said in 
a judgement passed  July 28.

The court noted that tablets, 

mobile phones and internet 
access have become essential 
tools for learning, especially in 
the aftermath of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

However, the present case 
demonstrated the dark side of 
such access, that is, where a 
child's electronic device was 
misused as a medium of abuse, 
it said.

Upholding the man's convic-
tion, the court said the prosecu-
tion has succeeded in proving 
the case beyond reasonable 
doubt through the consistent 
and corroborated testimonies 
of the victim and her mother, 
supported by expert evidence 
and the FSL report.

The court observed that 
threats extended in cyberspace 
can never be taken lightly and 
that the harm caused is not mit-
igated by the fact that there was 

no physical contact.
The case refl ected a text-

book example of cyberbully-
ing, where an adolescent girl, 
who was pursuing her studies, 
became a victim of a targeted 
assault on her privacy and dig-
nity. It said the act of morphing 
her face onto an obscene image 
and coupling it with threaten-
ing messages not only sought 
to shame her but was intended 
to coerce her into submission 
through fear.

While refusing to reduce the 
convict's sentence, the court 
said his plea for leniency stood 
on a fragile footing and that the 
law must send a "clear message 
that crimes committed in cy-
berspace against children are 
taken with utmost seriousness" 
and will attract consequences 
that refl ect the gravity of the 
impact on the victim.

Delhi HC bats for safe digital space for kids
The court made the observations while dismissing a man’s plea challenging his conviction and fi ve-year jail term in a case of sending 

obscene messages and morphed photographs of a girl, a Class XI student, on her mobile phone and threatening to circulate them online
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Patna, August 1: The 
Election Commission Friday 
came out with the much-antic-
ipated 'draft electoral rolls' in 
Bihar, enlisting 7.24 crore vot-
ers but knocking off more than 
65 lakh names, claiming that 
most of the persons concerned 
had died or migrated.

The draft electoral rolls, 
prepared as part of the special 
intensive revision (SIR), which 
has caused much controversy 
as the exercise was ordered 
with just a few months left for 
assembly polls, are available 
for voters online.

The EC has also said it 
was making available printed 
copies, district wise, to repre-
sentatives of political parties 
so that anomalies, if any, could 
be fl agged during the 'claims 
and objections' phase, which 
would continue till September 
1 before the 'fi nal rolls' are pub-
lished.

However, the main opposi-
tion party, the RJD, was un-
happy with the system and in 
a memorandum, submitted to 
the Chief Electoral Offi cer of Bi-
har, it demanded an 'assembly 
segment-wise' break-up conve-
niently downloaded "in a pen 
drive or on a CD".

The Congress, which is the 
second-largest constituent of 
the INDIA bloc in the state, al-
so challenged the EC to disclose 
"how many foreign nationals" 
were found to have been in-
cluded in the voters' list prior 
to SIR and whether they have 
been dropped in the 'draft elec-
toral rolls'.

Notably, the BJP-led NDA, 
which rules the Centre as well 

as the state, has been alleging 
that "a large number of Bangla-
deshis and Rohingyas" were liv-
ing in Bihar, especially in the 
Kosi-Seemanchal region bor-
dering Nepal and Bangladesh.

Leaders of the ruling coali-
tion have also been claiming 
that many such "illegal immi-
grants" had been registered as 
voters and the deletion of their 
names was being opposed by 
the INDIA bloc because of "vote 

bank" concerns.
The EC also came out with 

a district-wise break-up of the 
number of voters registered 
prior to the commencement of 
SIR June 25 and the "status" in 
the draft electoral rolls.

Patna, which houses the state 
capital, accounted for the high-
est number of 50.04 lakh voters 
registered "as on 24.06.2025" 
and the district also saw sub-
mission of 46.51 lakh "enumer-
ation forms", the maximum in 
the state. 

Unsurprisingly, the district 
also accounted for the highest 
number of 3.95 lakh enumer-
ation forms that remained 
unreceived, after being hand-
ed over to the voters, or were 
not included in the draft rolls. 
Most of the enumeration forms 
were handed over to voters at 
their doorsteps by booth-level 
offi cers who were assisted in the 
mammoth exercise by booth-lev-
el agents of political parties, be-
sides volunteers. 

Also, as per the EC, 16 lakh 
voters obtained and submitted 
their enumeration forms online.

EC’s draft electoral
rolls out in Bihar

Govt may not discuss 
Bihar SIR in Parliament
NEW DELHI: Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Kiren Rijiju Friday cited a 
ruling by former Lok Sabha Speaker 
Balram Jakhar that Parliament cannot 
discuss the functioning of Election 
Commission, amid the Opposition's 
demand for a debate on SIR in the two 
Houses. Another day of the Monsoon 
Session was washed out over the 
Opposition's demand that the ongoing 
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls be discussed in Parlia-
ment. Though Rijiju stressed that it was 
for the chairs of Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha to take a call on the issue, indi-
cations emerged from offi cial quarters 
that the government is unlikely to yield 
to the Opposition over an issue that has 
united the INDIA bloc parties in protest.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyderabad, August 1: The 
Telangana High Court Friday 
quashed a defamation case fi led 
by a BJP leader against Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy over 
his speech during the 2024 Lok 
Sabha election campaign.

The High Court allowed the 
petition fi led by Revanth Reddy 
to quash the proceedings initi-
ated against him in the case 
pending trial before a Special 
Judicial First Class Magistrate 
(JFCM) for Excise cases (desig-
nated MP-MLA court) here.

Telangana state unit of BJP 
represented by its General 
Secretary Kasam Venkatesh-
warlu, had earlier filed a 
complaint in the court accus-
ing Revanth Reddy of mak-
ing statements during an LS 
election meeting in Bhadradri 
Kothagudem district on May 
4, 2024 that the BJP, if voted 
to power, would change the 
Constitution and abolish res-
ervations.

The BJP leader had alleged 
that the statement was mis-
leading and false, and that it 
had defamed the party. The 
Special JFCM for Excise cases 
in August 2024 ordered to issue 
a notice to Revanth Reddy.

The Chief Minister subse-
quently approached the High 
Court, challenging the order 
and urged it to quash the pro-
ceedings initiated against him.

Revanth Reddy's counsel 
argued before the High Court 
that political speeches cannot 
be made a subject matter of 
defamation.

The alleged speech amounts 
to a routine activity of a polit-
ical leader, i.e., to criticise the 
opposition political party. The 
same cannot be termed as def-
amation, he contended.

T’gana HC quashes 
defamation case 
against Revanth
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New Delhi, August 1: The 
Supreme Court Friday said the 
growth of online betting and 
loan applications is an issue of 
paramount public importance 
and sought responses of all 
states on regulating them.

A bench of Justices Surya 
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi 
said it will hear the PIL fi led by 
K A Paul, a Hyderabad-based 
businessman, which claimed 
that many children have died 
by suicide after using online 
betting and gambling appli-
cations, and sought interim 
direction to restrain celebri-
ties from endorsing them and 
the media from giving them 
publicity.

The bench said it is listing 
the matter for hearing on pri-
ority on August 18 and asked 
the states to respond to the 
plea expeditiously. Paul con-
tended that the main issue of 
regulation of these betting ap-
plications can be adjudicated 
in due course, but what was 
required in the interim is that 
celebrities, including cricket-
ers, be restrained from endors-
ing them as many youngsters 
who consider them role models 
start using these applications.

"These celebrities should 

be immediately restrained 
and the media be asked not to 
show these endorsements as 
over 30 million teens are af-
fected by using them. One Ma-
hadev application was banned 
by the government, but there 
are several other applications," 
Paul, who appeared in person, 
submitted.

Justice Kant agreed with 
the submission and said if the 
government bans one applica-
tion, another application with 
another name but the same 
profi le surfaces online the 
next day.

The counsel appearing for 
the Centre, which was issued 
notice May 23, said another top 
court bench is hearing the same 
issue where the moot question 
to be decided is whether these 
applications can be considered 
as online gambling and betting 
applications or whether these 
are games of skill. "The issue 
which is being heard for the 
last 30 days will have a direct 
bearing on the question raised 
in the PIL whether these are 
online betting and gambling 
applications," the counsel said, 
and sought deferment of hear-
ing or tagging the matter with 
the pending petitions heard by 
a bench headed by Justice J B 
Pardiwala.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 1: As-
tronaut Shubhanshu Shukla 
Friday described his journey 
to space as the beginning of 
India’s “second orbit” with the 
aim to lead in the area of hu-
man spacefl ight.

Addressing a virtual press 
conference, Shukla and his 
co-travellers of the Axiom-4 
mission to the International 
Space Station shared their 
experiences of living in mi-
crogravity and conducting 
experiments that would help 
humanity.

“In a realm like space explo-
ration, in decades of global col-
laboration, the moment in this 
mission that stood out for me 
was speaking to the prime min-
ister of Bharat while the Indian 
fl ag fl oated behind me,” Shukla 
said. He said that moment sym-
bolised India's re-entry into the 
conversation, not as a spectator 
but as an equal participant.

"After 41 years, a Bharati-
ya returned to space. But this 
time, it was not a solitary leap, 
it was the beginning of India's 
second orbit. And this time, 
we are ready, not just to fl y but 
to lead," Shukla said. Shukla 
became the second Indian to 
travel to space after Rakesh 
Sharma's sojourn as part of the 
Soviet Russian mission in 1984.

India plans to launch its 
own human space-fl ight mis-
sion – Gaganyaan – in 2027. He 
thanked the government, ISRO, 
Indian Air Force and NASA 
for their unwavering support, 
coordination and belief in the 
mission that made it possible 
for him to travel to space as a 
messenger for what is now pos-
sible for the nation.

Shukla said he was over-
whelmed by the outpouring of 
love and support from across 
the country. “Nothing could 
have prepared me for the 
love and support that came 
through,” he said.

UP: Muzaffarpur-Sabarmati Express derails near Kanpur 
NEW DELHI: Two coaches of the Muzaffarpur-Sabarmati JanSadharan 
Express derailed between Kanpur and Tundla in Uttar Pradesh Friday 
afternoon, Railway Ministry offi cials said. “No injury has been reported so 
far. Two coaches, including one trolley coach, derailed in the loop line,” 
the offi cial said. He said that the fi fth and sixth coaches from the engine 
derailed at Bhaupur Yard at 4.20 pm. Restoration work has been initiated 
immediately, and railway offi cials from Kanpur have reached the site. The 
general manager of North Central Railway Zone and the divisional railway 
manager have also proceeded to the site, the offi cial said.

Punjab and Haryana HC dismisses Kangana's plea 
CHANDIGARH: The Punjab and Haryana High Court Friday dismissed a plea 
of BJP MP Kangana Ranaut seeking quashing of a defamation complaint 
against her and the summoning order by a court in Bathinda. The actor-
turned-politician had challenged the defamation case which stemmed 
from her retweet consisting of her own comment about the complainant 
during the 2020-21 farmer protests against the now repealed farm laws. The 
complaint was fi led by Mahinder Kaur (73) of Bahadurgarh Jandian village in 
Punjab's Bathinda district in 2021. She had alleged that Ranaut defamed her 
in the tweet by identifying her wrongly as Bilkis Bano of Shaheen Bagh fame.

Yavat in Pune witnesses mob violence over Whatsapp post
PUNE: An irate mob vandalised properties and indulged in arson in 
Yavat in Pune's Daund tehsil Friday afternoon over an objectionable post 
allegedly uploaded on social media by a youth from a different community, 
police offi cials said. A motorcycle was set ablaze and a bakery was 
damaged, the offi cials said, adding teargas shells had to be lobbed to bring 
the situation under control amid large mobs taking to the streets to vent 
their ire. There is heavy police presence in the village at the moment and 
peace and order has been restored, these offi cials said.

ONLINE BETTING BAN PETITION

Top court seeks 
states’ responses

India ready to lead
space race: Shuks

SNIPPETS



I have the same 
wish 
We need a Kerala-
based political 
party to address 
the challenges of:
1) Delimitation
2) Demographics
3) Devolution
in the 21st century.
Malayalis are sitting ducks unless 
they recognise the gravity of the 
problem before it is too late. 

 @VarierAravind
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AMARNATH YATRA 
SUSPENDED TILL AUG 3 
The annual Amarnath Yatra was 
Friday suspended till August 3 in the 
interest of safety of pilgrims as “ur-
gent repair and maintenance works” 
are being undertaken on the twin 
routes of the pilgrimage following 
heavy rains, offi cials said

Those who do not follow 
basic courtesies like re-

specting seniors sit in the front 
rows when we conduct press 
conferences. Some of them 
show so much arrogance. 
Sometimes, I feel like slapping 
them. But, stature and circum-
stances prevent from doing so
A REVANTH REDDY | TELANGANA CM

Modi to visit 
Assam Sept 8
Guwahati: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will visit Assam 
September 8 to inaugurate 
the year-long birth centenary 
celebrations of Bhupen Hazarika, 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma said Friday. The PM 
will arrive fi rst at Numaligarh 
Refi nery Limited (NRL) in 
Golaghat district and dedicate to 
the nation the bio-ethanol plant, 
set up at a cost of `4,200 crore, 
he said. The PM will then travel 
to Mangaldoi in Darrang district, 
where he will inaugurate the 
Guwahati-Ring Road, a bridge 
over the Brahmaputra connecting  
Kuruwa and Narengi in Guwahati, 
and also lay the foundation stone 
of the Mangaldoi Medical 
College Hospital.

Kerala Guv names two 
interim VCs in varsities
Thiruvananthapuram: 
The tussle between Kerala 
government and the Governor 
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar 
over the appointment of 
university vice chancellors 
has taken a turn for the worse, 
with the latter ‘unilaterally’ 
posting temporary VCs at 
two universities without 
any discussion with the 
government. The Kerala 
Governor, acting as Chancellor, 
had Friday reappointed Dr Ciza 
Thomas and Dr K Sivaprasad 
as interim vice chancellors of 
State Digital University and 
APJ Abdul Kalam Technological 
University respectively.

NIA charges 3 Hizb 
ut-Tahrir operatives 
New Delhi: The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) has 
chargesheeted three Hizb ut-
Tahrir (HuT) terror operatives 
for involvement in a conspiracy 
to propagate the banned 
terrorist outfi t's ideology, and 
raise funds from foreign and 
other sources for promoting its 
activities, an offi cial statement 
issued Friday said.  

When Prime 
Minister Nar-
endra Modi is 

conducting every-
thing so gracefully 
and talking with 
various countries 
on equal terms, Gandhi is defam-
ing our country

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA |  ASSAM CM

Do not go to 
Chaufula and 
do not open 

fi re in the air. Such 
acts not only bring 
disrepute to the 
individual but also 
to the party

AJIT PAWAR  | MAHA DY CM

The BJP, 
which has 
been in pow-

er both in Delhi and 
the Union Territory 
since 2018, has 
completely failed 
to bring peace and development 
to Jammu. Tell me, what has the 
BJP done for Jammu after getting 
30 seats? Unemployment is at its 
peak, resources have been handed 
over to outsiders and infl ation has 
broken people's backs

MEHBOOBA MUFTI | PDP CHIEF

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 1: Nearly 
70 per cent of India's elderly 
population remains finan-
cially dependent, with many 
continuing to work post-re-
tirement to survive, according 
to a new report.

The study, Ageing in India 
Challenges and Opportunities, 
was released by the Sankala 
Foundation in partnership with 
NITI Aayog, the Ministry of So-
cial Justice and Empowerment, 

and the National Human 
Rights Commission. It draws 
on fi ndings from the Lon-
gitudinal Ageing Study in 
India (LASI), offering a detailed 
snapshot of India’s rapidly 
greying population.

Despite improved life expec-
tancy, the report highlights 
that many elderly Indians live 
with economic and health inse-

curities. The report said that 
about 6.4 per cent of the elderly 
reduced their meal sizes, 5.6 per 
cent went hungry without eat-
ing, and 4.2 per cent did not eat 
for an entire day at least once 
in the past year.

Odisha (37.1 per cent) and 
Uttar Pradesh (36.6 per cent) 
reported the highest prevalence 
of underweight elderly, while 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli led 
among Union Territories with 
40.1 per cent. Overweight and 
obesity were most prevalent in 
Punjab (28 per cent) and Chan-
digarh (21.5 per cent). Cardio-
vascular diseases affect 35.6 
per cent, hypertension 32 per 
cent, and diabetes 13.2 per cent 
of those aged 60 and above. Goa 
and Kerala report the highest 
rates of cardiovascular disease 
(60 per cent and 57 per cent, re-
spectively), while diabetes is 
most prevalent in Kerala (35 per 

cent), Puducherry (28 per cent) 
and Delhi (26 per cent).

Bone and joint issues are 
another concern, with 19 per 
cent of the elderly suffering 
from such conditions. Telan-
gana leads with the highest 
prevalence at 33 per cent, while 
arthritis is most commonly re-
ported in Jammu & Kashmir (22 

per cent) and across all south-
ern states.

Mental health issues are 
rising, with 30 per cent of the 
elderly experiencing depressive 
symptoms and 8 per cent show-
ing signs of probable major de-
pression. The report noted a 10 
per cent gap between self-re-
ported and clinically screened 

cases, suggesting underdi-
agnosis. Elderly women are 
disproportionately affected, 
especially widows and those 
facing ill-treatment or poverty.

Social isolation is growing, 
with 18.7 per cent of elderly 
women and 5.1 per cent of men 
now living alone. The erosion 
of joint family structures has 

exacerbated loneliness, espe-
cially among older women. In 
Kerala, 65 per cent smartphone 
penetration was found among 
the elderly.  Age-based discrim-
ination is prevalent, especially 
in Delhi, where 12.9 per cent of 
elderly respondents reported 
experiencing one form of dis-
crimination and 12.3 per cent 
reported facing two or more.

One in ten elderly felt that 
age was the primary reason 
for discrimination, with ru-
ral and poorer older adults 
more vulnerable. Kerala con-
tinues to top the chart with 
16.5 per cent of its population 
aged 60+, followed by Tamil 
Nadu (13.6 per cent), Himach-
al Pradesh (13.1 per cent) and 
Punjab (12.6 per cent) as of 
2021. Bihar (7.7 per cent), Uttar 
Pradesh (8.1 per cent) and As-
sam (8.2 per cent) reported the 
lowest proportions.

70% OF ELDERLY FINANCIALLY DEPENDENT: REPORT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 1: Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi Fri-
day claimed that his party has 
an “atom bomb” of an evidence 
to prove “vote chori” by the Elec-
tion Commission for the BJP, 
remarks that evoked a sharp 
response from the poll panel 
that termed his allegations as 
“baseless and wild allegations”.

The BJP also responded 
strongly to Gandhi’s attack 
on the Election Commission, 
asking him to “fl ow like wa-
ter” instead of “exploding like 
a bomb”. Gandhi claimed that 
his party has an ”atom bomb” 
of an evidence to prove “vote 
chori” by the Election Com-
mission for the BJP and said 
that when it explodes the poll 
panel will have no place to hide 
anywhere in the country. The 
Opposition has been protesting 
in both Houses of Parliament 
against this revision, alleging 
the EC’s exercise was aimed at 
“disenfranchising voters” in 
Bihar ahead of the Assembly 
elections. They have been de-
manding a discussion on the 
issue in both Houses. Asked 
about the issue, Gandhi told 
reporters in the Parliament 

House complex here, “I have 
said ‘vote chori’ is happening 
and now we have open and shut 
proof that the Election Commis-
sion is involved in ‘vote chori’.”

The Election Commission 
termed Gandhi’s “wild allega-
tions” of “vote chori” as de-
plorable, saying he has even 
started threatening the poll 
body and its staff. “The Elec-
tion Commission ignores such 
baseless allegations being made 

on a daily basis, and despite 
the daily threats being given, 
asks all election offi cials to ig-
nore such irresponsible state-
ments and work in a fair and 
transparent manner,” the EC 
said in response to the com-
ments made by Gandhi. 

The poll watchdog further 
said that it has invited Gandhi 
over his past allegations in a 
mail sent June 12, but he has 
so far not come for it. 

Cong has proof EC doing
 ‘vote chori’ for BJP: Rahul

The Leader of Opposition 
in Lok Sabha also warned that 
those people in the EC who 
are involved in this, right from 
the top to the bottom, should 
remember that they will not 
be spared because they have 
indulged in “treason”

Rahul’s remarks came on a 
day the Election Commission 
published the draft electoral 
rolls for Bihar, following the 
completion of the month-long 
special intensive revision 
exercise ahead of the upcoming 
assembly polls

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 1: In the 
face of US President Donald 
Trump's 25 per cent tariff on 
Indian goods and his severe di-
atribe against it, India Friday 
said its partnership with the 
US has "weathered" several 
"transitions and challenges" as 
it sounded confi dent of the ties 
continuing to move forward.

New Delhi also said that its 
procurement of energy is guid-
ed by market dynamics and the 
prevailing global circumstanc-
es, remarks that came amid 
Trump's criticism of New Delhi 
for procurement of Russian pe-
troleum products notwithstand-
ing Western sanctions.

The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said India and 
Russia have a “steady and 
time-tested partnership” and 
that New Delhi’s bilateral ties 
with various countries should 
not be seen from the “prism” of 
a third country.

The comments by MEA 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
came against the backdrop of 
Trump's repeated criticism of 
India including his descrip-
tion of the Indian economy as 
“dead”. “India and the United 
States share a comprehensive 
global strategic partnership 
anchored in shared interests, 
democratic values, and robust 

people-to-people ties,” Jaiswal 
said. “This partnership has 
weathered several transitions 
and challenges. We remain fo-
cused on the substantive agen-
da that our two countries have 
committed to and are confi dent 
that the relationship will con-
tinue to move forward,” he said 
at his weekly media briefi ng.
The MEA spokesperson was 
responding to a volley of ques-
tions on Trump's tariffs, his 
diatribe against India as well 
as his critical remarks on New 
Delhi's trade ties with Russia.

The US president Wednesday 
announced the 25 per cent tariff 
on India along with an unspec-
ifi ed "penalty" for buying "vast 
majority" of Russian military 

equipment and crude oil, add-
ing India has the "most strenu-
ous and obnoxious" non-mone-
tary trade barriers.

As India was analysing the po-
tential impact of the US tariffs on 
its exports, Trump again blast-
ed New Delhi for its trade links 
with Russia, indicating a serious 
strain in the bilateral ties.

"I don't care what India does 
with Russia. They can take 
their dead economies down to-
gether, for all I care."

Asked about the US criti-
cism of India for its energy 
and military procurements 
from Russia, Jaiswal did not 
give a direct reply but said the 
broader approach is based on 
national interest.

India plays down Trump’s  
jibe, reaffi rms strong US ties PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 1: The 
Enforcement Directorate has 
summoned Reliance Group 
Chairman Anil Ambani for 
questioning August 5 in a 
money laundering case linked 
to an alleged bank loan fraud 
worth crores of rupees against 
his group companies, offi cial 
sources said Friday.

The federal probe agency has 
also notifi ed a Look Out Circu-
lar (LOC) against the 66-year-
old businessman to stop him 
from travelling abroad, the 
sources said. He has been asked 
to depose at the ED headquar-
ters in Delhi August 5 as the 
case has been registered here.

According to the sources, the 
agency will record his state-
ment under the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act (PMLA) 
once he deposes. Some execu-
tives of Ambani's group compa-
nies have been also been sum-
moned over the next few days.

The summons come after 
the federal agency conduct-
ed searches at 35 premises of 
50 companies and 25 people, 
including executives of his 
business group, last week. The 
searches, launched July 24, 
went on for three days.

The action pertains to alleged 
fi nancial irregularities and col-
lective loan "diversion" pegged 
at more than `17,000 crore by 
multiple group companies of 
Anil Ambani, including Reli-
ance Infrastructure (R Infra).

The agency found, on the ba-
sis of a Sebi report, that R In-
fra "diverted" funds disguised 
as inter-corporate deposits 
(ICDs) to Reliance Group com-

panies through a company 
named CLE. It is alleged that 
R Infra did not disclose CLE 
as its "related party" to avoid 
approvals from shareholders 
and audit panels.

A Reliance Group spokes-
person said in a statement 
that the allegation regarding 
alleged diversion of `10,000 
crore to an undisclosed party 
was a 10-year-old matter and 
the company had stated in its 
fi nancial statements that its 
exposure was only around ` 
6,500 crore.

Reliance Infrastructure had 
publicly disclosed this matter 
February 9, 2025, nearly six 
months ago, the statement said.

“Through mandatory medi-
ation proceedings conducted 
by a retired Supreme Court 
judge and the mediation 
award fi led before the Hon'ble 
Bombay High Court, Reliance 
Infrastructure arrived at a set-
tlement to recover its 100 per 
cent exposure of `6,500 crore,” 
it said.

The company added that 
Ambani was not on the board 
of R Infra since more than three 
years (March 2022).

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, August 1: Former 
MP and suspended JD(S) leader 
Prajwal Revanna was Friday con-
victed by a Special Court here in 
one of the four sexual abuse and 
rape cases registered against him.

Special Court Judge Santosh 
Gajanan Bhat will announce 
the quantum of punishment 
Saturday. The case pertains to 
a 48-year-old woman who was 
working as a domestic help at 
the family’s Gannikada farm-
house in Hassan district’s Ho-
lenarasipura. She was alleged-
ly raped twice -- in Hassan and 
Bangalore residence-- in 2021 
and the act was recorded by the 
accused on his mobile phone. 

The trial in this case conclud-
ed July 18, and orders were re-
served for July 30. 

Prajwal was booked under sec-
tions 376(2)(k) (being in a position 
of control or dominance over a 
woman, commits rape on such 
woman), 376 (2)(n) (repeated 
rape on the same woman), 354A 
(sexual harassment), 354B (as-
sault or use of criminal force to 
woman with intent to disrobe), 
354C (voyeurism), 506 (crimi-
nal intimidation) and 201 (dis-
appearance of evidence) of the 
IPC, and Section 66E (violation 
of privacy) of the IT Act.

Students pose on the Orientation Day, the fi rst day of college, at the Miranda House  College, University of Delhi 
(DU) in New Delhi             PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, August 1: An 
IndiGo passenger slapped a 
fellow passenger, who was on 
the aircraft aisle, onboard a 
fl ight from Mumbai to Kolkata 
Friday, according to a source.

The incident happened in 
the fl ight 6E138 and after land-
ing, the perpetrator was hand-
ed over to the security team at 
the Kolkata airport, the source 
said. The perpetrator was also 

declared as unruly by the air-
line, the source added.

There was no offi cial state-
ment from IndiGo. The num-
ber of people onboard the 
aircraft was not immediately 
available.

The reason for the pas-
senger slapping the fellow 
passenger was also not 
immediately known.

A video clip of the incident 
shared on social media showed 
a passenger sitting in his seat 

suddenly slapping another 
passenger on the aisle who 
started crying and was moved 
away from the spot.

Also, a cabin crew member 
is heard telling the passenger 
on the seat “don’t do” while 
another passenger is heard 
asking why did he slap and 
that he does not have any right 
to hit anybody. One of the pas-
sengers is also heard saying 
that the person who was hit 
was having a panic attack. 

Prajwal Revanna  
convicted by Special 
Court in rape case

The comments by the MEA came a day after Trump imposed 25 per cent 
tariff on India and described the Indian economy as “dead”

LoC issued against Anil 
Ambani on ED’s request

IndiGo passenger slaps fellow traveller on fl ight

Mental health issues are 
rising, with 30 per cent of the 
elderly experiencing depressive 
symptoms and 8 per cent 
showing signs of probable 
major depression

The report noted a 10 per 
cent gap between self-reported 
and clinically screened cases, 
suggesting underdiagnosis

Elderly women are 
disproportionately affected, 
especially widows and those 
facing ill-treatment or poverty
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CROATIA HOLDS 
MILITARY PARADE 
Thousands watched a military parade in Croatia’s 
capital Thursday marking 30 years since a key war 
victory as the country looks to further boost its 
forces with a possible loan from a new European 
Union defence fund. A fl yover in Zagreb by French-
made Rafale jets was a highlight of the show that 
included 3,400 army personnel along with police 
units, emergency service teams and war veterans

I have given serious 
thought to asking the 

people of California for the 
privilege to serve as their 
governor. I love this state, 
its people and its promise. It 
is my home. But after deep 
refl ection, I've decided that 
I will not run for Governor in 
this election
KAMALA HARRIS | FORMER VICE PRESIDENT, US

Slovenia bans arms 
trade with Israel
Ljubljana (Slovenia): 
Slovenia has announced that 
it will ban the import, export 
and transit of all weapons to 
and from Israel in response to 
the country’s actions in Gaza. 
Slovenia, which often criticised 
Israel over reported atrocities 
in Gaza, called the ban, 
announced late Thursday, “the 
fi rst such move by a European 
Union member state.” Early 
in July, Slovenia banned two 
far-right Israeli ministers 
from entering the country, 
accusing them of inciting 
“extreme violence and serious 
violations of the human rights 
of Palestinians” with “their 
genocidal statements.”

Indonesia to release 
hundreds of prisoners
Jakarta: Indonesia is set to 
begin releasing hundreds of 
convicts from its notoriously 
overcrowded prisons after 
parliament approved the fi rst 
stage of President Prabowo 
Subianto’s wide-ranging 
clemency plan. The fi rst 
group of 1,116 will begin 
leaving prisons next week, 
and include prominent rivals 
of previous President Joko 
Widodo who were jailed 
during his term, as well 
as Papuan independence 
activists. The announcement 
was made late Thursday by 
the House of Representatives 
Deputy Speaker Sufmi Dasco 
Ahmad and Law Minister 
Supratman Andi Agtas after 
a consultation between 
the government and party 
factions in the legislature.

Amusement park ride 
in Saudi collapses
Riyadh(Saudi Arabia): The 
collapse of an amusement 
park ride in western Saudi 
Arabia has left more than 20 
people injured and prompted 
authorities to close the park 
and order an investigation, 
state media said. The accident 
occurred in the Al-Hada area 
of the city of Taif Wednesday, 
when the “360 Big Pendulum” 
ride snapped in two, sending 
the part carrying people 
crashing to the ground. Video 
footage posted on social 
media showed the pendulum 
swinging riders, who were 
strapped into their seats, in a 
wide arc several times before 
the pendulum arm snaps, 
sending the passenger section 
crashing to the ground.

Collapse at Chile’s 
copper mine kills 1 
Santiago(Chile): A collapse 
at a copper mine in Chile 
killed one worker and left 
fi ve trapped underground, 
authorities said Friday, forcing 
Chile’s state mining company 
to suspend operations in the 
affected area of the world’s 
largest underground copper 
deposit. Nine other mine 
workers suffered injuries.

Thanks to the 
U.S. commit-
ment, Ger-

many can initially 
support Ukraine 
with launchers and 
then with addition-
al Patriot system components

BORIS PISTORIUS | GERMAN DEFENCE MINISTER

The bond 
between 
Pakistan and 

China is unique, 
time-tested and 
exceptionally 
resilient

ASIM MUNIR | ARMY CHIEF, PAKISTAN

Russia has 
started pro-
duction of its 

newest hypersonic 
missiles and reaf-
fi rmed its plans to 
deploy them to ally 
Belarus later this year

VLADIMIR PUTIN  | PRESIDENT, RUSSIA

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Zurich/Washington, Au-
gust 1: US President Donald 
Trump’s latest wave of tariffs 
on exports from dozens of trad-
ing partners sent global stock 
markets tumbling Friday 
and countries and companies 
scrambling to seek ways to 
strike better deals.

As Trump presses ahead 
with plans to reorder the global 
economy with the highest tar-
iff rates since the early 1930s, 
Switzerland, “stunned” by 39% 
tariffs, sought more talks, as 
did India, hit with a 25% rate.

New tariffs also include a 
35% duty on many goods from 
Canada, 50% for Brazil, 20% for 
Taiwan. Taiwan said its rate 
was “temporary” and it expect-
ed to reach a lower fi gure.

The presidential order listed 
higher import duty rates of 10% 
to 41% starting in a week’s time 
for 69 trading partners, taking 
the US effective tariff rate to 
about 18%, from 2.3% last year, 
according to analysts at Capital 
Economics.

Global shares stumbled, with 
Europe’s STOXX 600 down 1.8% 
on the day and 2.5% on the 
week, on track for its biggest 
weekly drop since Trump an-

nounced his fi rst major wave of 
tariffs April 2. Wall Street also 
opened sharply lower Friday.

MSCI’s broadest index of 
Asia-Pacifi c shares outside Ja-
pan fell 1.5%, bringing the total 
loss this week to roughly 2.7%. 
In commodity markets, oil pric-
es continued to fall after a 1% 
plunge Thursday.

Trump’s new tariffs have 
created yet more uncertainty, 
with many details unclear. 
They are set to take effect Aug 
7 at 0401 GMT, a White House 
offi cial said.

The new tariffs will kick in 
at what has become a perilous 
moment for the US economy, 
with US data Friday showing 
employment growth was weak-
er than thought previously.

Trump’s tariff rollout also 
comes amid evidence they have 
begun driving up prices.

CANADA, INDIA
Trump has tapped emergen-

cy powers, pressured foreign 
leaders, and pressed ahead with 
trade policies that sparked a 
market sell-off when they were 
fi rst announced in April.

His order said some trad-

ing partners, “despite hav-
ing engaged in negotiations, 
have offered terms that, in my 
judgment, do not suffi cient-
ly address imbalances in our 
trading relationship or have 
failed to align suffi ciently with 
the United States on economic 
and national-security matters.”

Trump issued a separate or-
der, opens new tab for Canada 
that raises the rate on Canadi-
an goods subject to fentanyl-re-
lated tariffs to 35%, from 25% 
previously, saying Canada had 
“failed to cooperate” in curbing 
illicit narcotics fl ows into the 
US. The higher tariffs on Cana-
dian goods contrasted sharply 
with Trump’s decision to grant 
Mexico a 90-day reprieve from 
higher tariffs of 30% on many 
goods to allow time to negotiate 
a broader trade pact.

Canadian Prime Minister 
Mark Carney said he was dis-
appointed by Trump’s decision, 
and vowed to take action to pro-
tect Canadian jobs and diver-
sify exports. India is in trade 
talks with the US after Wash-
ington imposed a 25% tariff on 
New Delhi, a move that could 
impact about $40 billion worth 
of its exports, an Indian govern-
ment source with knowledge of 
the talks told Reuters Friday.

Trump unleashes tariffs war

J  Markets down after new wave 
of tariffs

J Switzerland stunned, seeks 
new talks

J Brazil, Canada, India, among 
countries hit by steep tariffs

J Trump administration teases 
additional trade deals
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Mokopane, August 1: A South 
African university launched 
an anti-poaching campaign 
Thursday to inject the horns 
of rhinos with radioactive iso-
topes that it says are harmless 
for the animals but can be de-
tected by customs agents.

Under the collaborative proj-
ect involving the University of 
the Witwatersrand, nuclear en-

ergy offi cials and conservation-
ists, fi ve rhinos were injected 
in what the university hopes 
will be the start of a mass in-
jection of the declining rhino 
population.

They’re calling it the Rhiso-
tope Project.

Last year, about 20 rhinos at 
a sanctuary were injected with 
isotopes in trials that paved the 
way for Thursday's launch. 
The radioactive isotopes, even 

at low levels, can be recognised 
by radiation detectors at air-
ports and borders, leading 

to the arrest of poachers and 
traffi ckers.

Researchers at Witwa-

tersrand’s Radiation and 
Health Physics Unit say that 
tests conducted in the pilot 
study confi rmed that the ra-
dioactive material was not 
harmful to the rhinos.

“We have demonstrated, 
beyond scientifi c doubt, that 
the process is completely safe 
for the animal and effective in 
making the horn detectable 
through international customs 
nuclear security systems,” said 
James Larkin, chief scientifi c 
offi cer at the Rhisotope Project.

“Even a single horn with 
signifi cantly lower levels of 
radioactivity than what will 
be used in practice successfully 
triggered alarms in radiation 
detectors,” said Larkin.

The tests also found that 
horns could be detected inside 

full 40-foot shipping contain-
ers, he said.

The International Union 
for Conservation of Nature 
estimates that the global rhi-
no population stood at around 
500,000 at the beginning of the 
20th century but has now de-
clined to around 27,000 due to 
continued demand for rhino 
horns on the black market.

South Africa has the largest 
population of rhinos, with an 
estimated 16,000, but the coun-
try experiences high levels of 
poaching, with about 500 rhi-
nos killed for their horns every 
year.

The university has urged 
private wildlife park owners 
and national conservation au-
thorities to have their rhinos 
injected.

South Africa makes rhino horns radioactive to fi ght poaching
South Africa has the largest population 

of rhinos, with an estimated 16,000, but the 
country experiences high levels of poaching, 

with about 500 rhinos killed for their 
horns every year

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, August 1: The Indi-
an Embassy in Ireland Friday 
issued an advisory express-
ing safety concerns following 
recent attacks in and around 
the capital Dublin and urging 
Indian citizens to take safety 
precautions.

“There has been an increase 
in the instances of physical at-
tacks reported against Indian 
citizens in Ireland recently,” 
states the advisory issued on-
line.

“The embassy is in touch 
with the authorities concerned 
in Ireland in this regard. At the 
same time, all Indian citizens 
in Ireland are advised to take 
reasonable precautions for 
their personal security and 
avoid deserted areas, especial-
ly in odd hours,” the statement 
reads.

It also added emergency 
embassy contact details as 
0899423734 and cons.dublin@
mea.gov.in.

The advisory follows a 

brutal attack on a 40-year-
old Indian man at Parkhill 
Road in the Tallaght suburb 
of Dublin July 19, described 
as “mindless, racist violence” 
by locals.

The Gardai, as the police are 
known in Ireland, had opened 
an investigation into the case 
and Indian Ambassador to 
Ireland Akhilesh Mishra was 
among those who took to social 
media to express shock over 
the attack.

“Regarding the recent inci-
dent of physical attack on an 
Indian national happened in 
Tallaght, Dublin, Embassy is 
in touch with the victim and 
his family. All the requisite 
assistances are being offered. 
Embassy is also in touch with 
the relevant Irish authorities 
in this regard,” the embassy 
said in a social media post days 
after the incident.

A Stand Against Racism pro-
test was also held by the local 
community in condemnation 
of what was described as a “vi-
cious racist attack” and to ex-
press solidarity with migrants 
to the region.

Earlier this week, a Dublin 
resident Dr Santosh Yadav 
took to his LinkedIn account 
online to post details of a “bru-
tal, unprovoked racist attack” 
near his apartment.

Yadav, an entrepreneur 
and AI expert, stressed that it 
was not an isolated incident 
and called for “concrete mea-
sures” from the governments 
of Ireland and India to ensure 
Indians feel safe to walk the 
streets of Dublin without fear.

Embassy in Ireland 
issues safety advisory 
after attacks on Indians

REUTERS

Bangkok, August 1: Thailand’s 
army sent home two Cambodi-
an soldiers from a group of 20 
Friday, ahead of a key meeting 
in Malaysia next week where 
defence ministers and military 
commanders will hold talks 
aimed at maintaining a ceasefi re 
along their disputed border.

Long-simmering tensions 
on the Thai-Cambodian border 
exploded into clashes last week, 
including exchanges of artillery 
fi re and jet fi ghter sorties, the 
worst fi ghting between the 
Southeast Asian neighbours in 
over a decade.

The clashes claimed at least 
43 lives and left over 300,000 peo-
ple displaced.

A truce was achieved Mon-
day, following a push by Ma-

laysia and phone calls from US 
President Trump who threat-
ened to hold off tariff negotia-
tions with both countries until 
fi ghting stopped.

Thailand and Cambodia pre-
viously faced tariffs of 36% for 
sending goods to the US, their 
largest export markets. Follow-
ing further negotiations, they 
will now pay a 19% tariff, the 
White House announced Friday.

In Bangkok, Thai government 
spokesperson Jirayu Houngsub 

told reporters Friday that two 
Cambodian soldiers had been 
sent back, and the remaining 
18 were being processed for vi-
olating immigration law.

“The Cambodian soldiers 
intruded on Thai territory and 
the army took them into custo-
dy, treating them based on hu-
manitarian principles," he said.

In a statement, the Cambo-
dian defence ministry asked 
Thailand to return all the de-
tained soldiers.

REUTERS

Kyiv, August 1: Ukrainian 
rescuers recovered more than 
a dozen more bodies from the 
rubble of a collapsed apartment 
block in Kyiv overnight, bring-
ing the death toll from Russia’s 
worst air strike of the year on 
Ukraine’s capital to 31.

A two-year-old was among 
the fi ve children found dead 
after Thursday’s sweeping Rus-
sian drone and missile attack, 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
said on Friday, announcing the 
end of a more than 24-hour-long 
rescue operation.

A total of 159 people were 
wounded in the multi-wave 
strike, in which Russia 
launched more than 300 drones 
and eight missiles early Thurs-

day, the latest in a campaign 
of fi erce strikes on Ukrainian 
towns and cities.

The worst damage was to 
an apartment building that 

partially collapsed in the Svi-
atoshyn district in western Ky-
iv. Damage was also reported 
in at least three other districts 
of the capital.

US President Donald Trump 
Thursday sharply criticised 
Russia’s “disgusting” be-
haviour against Ukraine, while 
saying he was not sure whether 
sanctions would deter Russia. 
He has given President Vlad-
imir Putin until August 8 to 
make a deal or else he will re-
spond with economic pressure.

Natalia Matviyenko, 65, sit-
ting near the damaged apart-

ment building, said she did not 
place much faith in Trump’s 
tough rhetoric.

“Trump just says, ‘I’m up-
set with President Putin’s 
behaviour’. And what? No re-
sults,” she said.

‘WILL PUTIN LISTEN?’
On Friday, mourners laid 

fl owers and lit candles at the 
wrecked apartment block, 
where rumbling excavators 
hoisted heavy pieces of rubble. 
The makeshift shrine includ-
ed brightly coloured stuffed 
animals.

Oksana Kinal, 43, who was 
placing fl owers to honour a 
co-worker who had been killed 
alongside a son, said she hoped 
Trump would follow up on his 
threat but also expressed doubt.

The advisory follows 
a brutal attack on a 
40-year-old Indian 

man at Parkhill Road 
in the Tallaght 

suburb of Dublin July 
19, described as 
‘mindless, racist 

violence’ by locals

J Thai army detained 20 Cambodians 
troops after they intruded - offi cial

J Cambodia asks Thailand to return 
them all soldiers swiftly

J Defence ministers scheduled to meet 
for talks next week in Malaysia

J Monday truce announcement ended 
heaviest fi ghting in over a decade

Thailand returns some 
Cambodian soldiers

Ukrainians mourn 31 killed in Russian strike
JDeath toll reaches 31, including 
fi ve children

JSixteen children among more than 
150 wounded in Kyiv attack

JTrump says Russia’s behaviour is 
‘disgusting’

JUkrainian premier says problem is 
lack of will

US envoy visits aid 
op in Gaza rejected 
by UN as unsafe
REUTERS

Cairo/Jerusalem, August 
1: President Donald Trump’s 
Middle East envoy became 
the fi rst high profi le US offi -
cial to visit Gaza since the war 
began, touring a US-backed 
aid operation Friday that the 
United Nations says is partly 
to blame for deadly conditions 
in the enclave.

Steve Witkoff visited a site 
run by the US-backed Gaza 
Humanitarian Foundation in 
Rafah in what he said was a 
bid to put together a new aid 
plan for the war-shattered 
territory.

Hours after his visit, Palestin-
ian medics reported Israeli forc-
es had shot dead three Palestin-
ians near one of the group’s sites 
in the city on Gaza’s southern 
edge. Reuters could not immedi-
ately verify whether it was the 
same location.

The Israeli military said it 
was still looking into the in-
cident, in which soldiers had 
fi red warning shots at what 
it described as a “gathering 
of suspects” approaching its 
troops, hundreds of meters 
from the aid site.

The United Nations says 
more than 1,000 people have 
been killed trying to receive aid 
in Gaza since the GHF began 
operating there in May, most 
of them shot by Israeli forces 
operating near GHF sites.

The UN has declined to 
work with the GHF, which it 
says distributes aid in ways 
that are inherently danger-
ous and violate humanitari-
an neutrality principles, con-
tributing to the hunger crisis 
across the territory.

The GHF says nobody has 
been killed at its distribution 
points, and that it is doing a 
better job of protecting aid 
deliveries than the U.N.
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business
BSNL ROLLS OUT ONE MONTH 
4G SERVICE PLAN OFFER FOR RE 1
State-run telecom fi rm BSNL Friday rolled out 4G service 
plan offer for Re 1 with one month validity in an attempt to 
draw more customers. The company has recently com-
pleted rollout of its 4G network across India. This initiative 
marks BSNL's celebration of India's Independence Day. The 
plan includes unlimited voice calls (localSTD), 2 GB high-
speed data per day, 100 SMSday and a free BSNL SIM

The fi nance ministry is doing 
weekly capital review of all 
public sector undertakings and 
is working on strategies that 
can insulate the Indian economy 
from geo-political risks
 ARUNISH CHAWLA | SECRETARY,  DIPAM

Apple hits record 
India revenue 
New Delhi: iPhone-maker 
Apple clinched revenue records 
in over two dozen markets, 
including India, in June quarter 
earnings that topped street 
expectations. For the June 
quarter, the tech titan reported 
revenue of $94.04 billion, 
the 10 per cent year-on-year 
growth topping Wall Street 
expectations, while net profi t 
came in at $23.42 billion, up 9.2 
per cent from a year ago.

One MobiKwik 
loss widens  
New Delhi: Fintech fi rm 
One MobiKwik Systems has 
reported its consolidated loss 
widening to Rs 41.9 crore in the 
June quarter, compared to a 
loss of Rs 6.6 crore in the same 
period last year. The Gurgaon-
headquartered fi rm's revenue 
from operations stood at Rs 
271.3 crore, a 20.7 per cent 
decline from Rs 342.2 crore in Q1 
FY25, as per a regulatory fi ling. 

GSK Pharma
net rises 
New Delhi: GlaxoSmithKline 
Pharmaceuticals Friday said 
its consolidated net profi t 
increased 12 per cent year-
on-year to Rs 279 crore for 
the June quarter.  The drug 
fi rm had reported a net profi t 
of Rs 249 crore for the June 
quarter of the last fi scal.Total 
income declined marginally 
to Rs 849 crore for the fi rst 
quarter as compared with 
Rs 850 crore in the year-ago 
period, GlaxoSmithKline 
Pharmaceuticals said in a 
regulatory fi ling.

Tata Power 
profi t up
New Delhi: Tata Power Friday 
posted over 6 per cent on-
year rise in consolidated net 
profi t at Rs 1,262 crore in June 
quarter mainly due to higher 
revenues from the renewable 
as well as transmission and 
distribution business. The 
company had a net profi t of 
Rs 1,189 crore in the quarter 
ended June 30, 2024, a 
statement stated.

ITC posts profi t 
New Delhi: Diversifi ed entity 
ITC Ltd Friday reported a con-
solidated profi t of Rs 5,343.41 
crore for the June quarter. The 
company had posted a con-
solidated profi t of Rs 19,807.88 
crore in the year-ago period, 
according to a regulatory fi ling 
from ITC.  ITC's revenue from 
operations was at Rs 23,129.35 
crore in the June quarter. It 
was Rs 20,376.36 crore in the 
corresponding quarter of the 
previous fi scal year.

SHORT TAKES

With Aad-
haar-based 
face authen-

tication, we are 
ensuring that no 
customer is left 
behind due to 
limitations in biometric 
fi ngerprints or OTP verifi cation

 R VISWESVARAN  | CEO, IPPB

India record-
ed a 59.1 
manufactur-

ing PMI in July, up 
from 58.4 during 
the prior month. 
This marked a 
16-month high for the Indian man-
ufacturing sector

PRANJUL BHANDARI |  
CHIEF INDIA ECONOMIST, HSBC

uoteu

Recyclers 
have taken 
bold steps, 

investing in world-
class food-grade 
compliant r-PET 
plants. But if 
enforcement remains weak and 
brand owners keep defaulting, we 
fear the entire circular economy 
framework could collapse

SHAILENDRA SINGH |  
DIRECTOR GENERAL, APR BHARAT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 1:  Equity 
benchmark indices Sensex and 
Nifty declined sharply for the 
second straight session Friday, 
tracking deep losses in phar-
ma, metal, and IT stocks amid 
trade-related concerns and 
widespread selling pressure in 
global markets.

Besides, persistent selling by 
foreign investors added to the 
gloom, according to experts. 

In a volatile trade, the 
30-share BSE Sensex tumbled 
585.67 points or 0.72 per cent to 
settle at 80,599.91. During the 
day, it dropped 690.01 points or 
0.84 per cent to 80,495.57.

As many as 2,712 stocks de-
clined while 1,306 advanced 
and 151 remained unchanged 
on the BSE.

The 50-share NSE Nifty de-
clined 203 points or 0.82 per 
cent to 24,565.35. On the week-
ly front, the BSE benchmark 
tanked 863.18 points or 1.05 per 
cent, and the Nifty dropped 
271.65 points or 1.09 per cent.

From the Sensex fi rms, Sun 
Pharma tumbled 4.43 per cent 
after the company reported a 
20 per cent year-on-year decline 
in consolidated net profi t to Rs 
2,279 crore for the fi rst quarter 
ended June 30, 2025. Tata Steel, 
Maruti, Tata Motors, Infosys, 
Bharti Airtel and Tech Mahin-
dra were also among the lag-
gards. However, Trent, Asian 
Paints, Hindustan Unilever, 
ITC, Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
and Reliance Industries were 
the gainers.

 The BSE smallcap gauge 
dropped 1.59 per cent, and the 
midcap index declined by 1.37 
per cent. Healthcare tanked 2.44 
per cent, telecommunication 
(2.41 per cent), metal (1.94 per 
cent), oil & gas (1.91 per cent), 
teck (1.83 per cent), IT (1.81 per 
cent), and realty (1.78 per cent).

BSE FMCG index emerged as 
the only gainer. Foreign Insti-
tutional Investors (FIIs) offl oad-
ed equities worth Rs 5,588.91 
crore  Thursday, according to 
exchange data.

In Asian markets, South Ko-
rea's Kospi, Japan's Nikkei 225 
index, Shanghai's SSE Compos-
ite index and Hong Kong's Hang 
Seng settled lower. Equity mar-
kets in Europe were trading in 
the red. US markets ended in 
negative territory Thursday.

Global oil benchmark Brent 
crude declined 0.39 per cent to 
$71.42 a barrel.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 1: The 
imposition of a 25 per cent US 
tariff will impact about half of 
India's over $86 billion worth 
of exports to America, govern-
ment sources said Friday.

The sectors which could bear 
the brunt of 25 per cent duty 
include textiles/ clothing (10.3 
billion), gems and jewellery (12 
billion), shrimp ($ 2.24 billion), 
leather and footwear ($1.18 bil-
lion), animal products ($2 bil-
lion), chemicals (2.34 billion), 
and electrical and mechanical 
machinery (about $9 billion).

They said that about half of 
the goods exported from India 
to US are in the exemption 
category (such as pharma and 
electronic goods), so, the impact 
will be only on the remaining 
half.

In 2024-25, the bilateral trade 
between India and US stood at 
$131.8 billion ($86.5 billion ex-
ports and $45.3 billion imports).

According to think tank 
GTRI, 25 per cent tariffs will not 
be applicable on the exempted 
categories, including fi nished 
pharmaceutical drugs, active 
pharmaceutical ingredients 
(APIs), and other key drug in-
puts; energy products such as 
crude oil, refi ned fuels, natural 
gas, coal, and electricity; criti-
cal minerals; and a wide range 
of electronics and semicon-
ductors, like computers, tab-
lets, smartphones, solid-state 
drives, fl at panel displays, and 
integrated circuits.

According to an exporter, ap-
parel sector that exports $5.33 
billion worth of goods to US will 
be the most impacted.

 Sudhir Sekhri, Chairman, 

AEPC, said: "We request imme-
diate government intervention 
to offset this huge setback. Ex-
porters have their back against 
the wall and will have to sell 
below cost to keep their facto-
ries running and avoid mass 
layoffs."

Federation of Indian Export 
Organizations (FIEO) Director 
General Ajay Sahai said that 
US order provides relaxation 
for goods in transit and those 
loaded on ship for fi nal sailing 
to US by August 7.

US President Donald Trump 
unveiled sweeping new tariffs 
on dozens of countries, includ-
ing 25 per cent duties for goods 
from India, marking a new era 
of American protectionism that 
triggered fresh tensions and 
concerns over a much wider 
disruption in the global trade 
landscape.

Trump signed an executive 
order that raised tariffs for 
over fi ve dozen countries, with 
Washington's negotiations for 
trade deals going down to the 
wire ahead of the August 1 
deadline.

In the Executive Order titled 
'Further Modifying Reciprocal 
Tariff Rates', Trump announced 

tariff rates for nearly 70 na-
tions. With America, India had 
a trade surplus (the difference 
between imports and exports) 
of $41 billion in 2024-25. It was 
$35.32 billion in 2023-24 and 
$27.7 billion in 2022-23.

In 2024, India's main exports 
to US included drug formu-
lations ($8.1 billion), telecom 
instruments ($ 6.5 billion), 
precious and semi-precious 
stones ($5.3 billion), petroleum 
products ($4.1 billion), vehicle 
and auto components ($2.8 bil-
lion), gold and other precious 
metal jewellery ($3.2 billion), 
ready-made garments of cotton, 
including accessories ($2.8 bil-
lion), and products of iron and 
steel ($2.7 billion).

Imports included crude oil 
($4.5 billion), petroleum prod-
ucts ($3.6 billion), coal, coke 
($3.4 billion), cut and polished 
diamonds ($2.6 billion), electric 
machinery ($1.4 billion), air-
craft, spacecraft and parts ($ 1.3 
billion), and gold ($1.3 billion).

India's merchandise exports 
to US rose 22.8 per cent to $25.51 
billion in the April-June quar-
ter this fi nancial year, while 
imports rose 11.68 per cent to 
$12.86 billion.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, August 1: The 
number of transactions 
through the popular Unifi ed 
Payments Interface (UPI) 
touched a record high of 19.47 
billion in July, according to 
data released by the National 
Payments Corporation of India 
(NPCI).

In terms of value, it was Rs 
25.08 lakh crore, the second 
highest after Rs 25.14 lakh crore 
recorded in May.

In terms of volume, the last 
highest number was 18.67 bil-
lion reported in May, which 
declined to 18.39 billion in June 
with transaction amount Rs 
24.03 lakh crore.

NPCI said the value of the 
transactions worked at Rs 25.08 
lakh crore in June against Rs 
20.64 lakh crore in the same 
month a year ago, registering a 
growth of 21 per cent growth on 
an annual basis. On a month-
on-month basis, the growth was 
4.3 per cent in terms of value.

"This surge signals a critical 
shift in nanopreneurs, local re-
tailers, and last-mile users are 
increasingly embracing digital 
payments, reducing their de-
pendence on cash and gaining 
access to the formal fi nancial 
ecosystem. As platforms like 
UPI evolve, they are becoming 
the digital backbone of an in-
clusive economy," Spice Money 
CEO Dilip Modi said.

Friday, UPI accounts for 85 
per cent of all digital transac-
tions in India. Its impact goes 
beyond national borders, pow-
ering nearly 50 per cent of glob-
al real-time digital payments.

UPI is already live in seven 
countries, including the UAE, 

Singapore, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka, France, and Mauri-
tius. Its entry into France is 
a milestone because it is UPI's 
first step in Europe. This al-
lows Indians travelling or 
living there to pay seamlessly 
without the usual hassles of 

foreign transactions.
NPCI, an initiative of the Re-

serve Bank of India (RBI) and the 
Indian Banks' Association, is an 
umbrella organisation for oper-
ating retail payments and settle-
ment systems in India (IBA).

It runs the UPI used for re-
al-time payments between 
peers or at merchants' end 
while making purchases.  NP-
CI has brought in fresh limits 
aimed at reducing system load, 
cutting down on failed transac-
tions and improving reliability 
-- especially during peak hours.

Users can now check their 
account balance via UPI apps 
up to 50 times a day from Fri-
day. Previously, there was 
no limit. The cap is meant to 

ease network load and keep 
systems running smooth-
ly, according to experts. 
Besides, the feature that 
displays all linked bank ac-
counts via the 'List Account' 
API is capped at 25 requests 
per user, per app, per day. 
This aims to reduce unnec-
essary API load on banking 
infrastructure.

Any UPI ID tied to a mobile 
number that has been inactive 
for more than 12 months will 
be automatically disabled to 
prevent misuse after number 
reassignment while new bank 
accounts added to UPI will un-
dergo enhanced verifi cation, 
including stronger user authen-
tication and validation checks.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 1: Amid 
softening demand in the domes-
tic market, Maruti Suzuki India 
Friday reported a marginal in-
crease in vehicle dispatches to 
dealers in July while Tata Mo-
tors and Hyundai Motor India 
saw their sales dip.

Other major players Mahin-
dra & Mahindra and Kia India 
reported double digit and single 
digit year on year growth re-
spectively in vehicle dispatches 
last month.

Maruti Suzuki India (MSI), 
the country's largest carmak-
er, reported dispatch of 1,37,776 
passenger vehicles in July, a 
marginal increase from 1,37,463 
units in the year-ago period.

The company said sales of 

mini segment cars, comprising 
Alto and S-Presso, declined to 
6,822 units against 9,960 units 
in July 2024.

Sales of compact cars, in-
cluding Baleno, Dzire, Ignis, 
and Swift, however increased 
to 65,667 units from 58,682 units 
a year ago.

Utility vehicles, consisting 
of Grand Vitara, Brezza, Er-
tiga and XL6, clocked sales of 
52,773 units last month over 
56,302 units in July last year, a 
dip of 6 per cent.

 In a virtual press meet, MSI 
Senior Executive Director (Ser-
vice) Partho Banerjee noted 
the company is recalibrating 
dispatches to manage sales 
network stock levels.

He also said that sales growth 
in the rural areas has slowed 

down to 2-3 per cent as com-
pared with around 10 per cent 
last year. On sales outlook, Ba-
nerjee noted that the upcoming 
festival season is expected to be 
positive with early indicators 
showing booking growth in 
Kerala.

Hyundai Motor India said its 
dispatches in the domestic mar-
ket declined 10 per cent year on 
year to 43,973 units in July.

Mahindra & Mahindra said 
it sold 49,871 utility vehicles in 
the domestic market, a growth 
of 20 per cent, as compared to 
41,623 units in July last year.

Tata Motors said its total pas-
senger vehicle dispatches in the 
domestic market declined 12 
per cent year on year to 39,521 
units in July.

Kia India reported an 8 per 
cent year-on-year increase in 
total sales to 22,135 units in 
July. "Our steady sales per-
formance refl ects the trust 
Indian customers continue to 
place in Kia. This consistency 
is driven by our commitment 
to delivering high-quality and 

feature-rich vehicles that meet 
evolving customer needs," Kia 
India Chief Sales Offi cer Joonso 
Cho stated.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor said 
its sales increased 3 per cent 
year-on-year to 32,575 units in 
July.

The Japanese automaker 
sold 29,159 units in the domes-
tic market.

In the two wheeler space, Ba-
jaj Auto said its total domestic 
sales (including commercial ve-
hicles) declined 13 per cent to 
1,83,143 units in July compared 
to 210,997 units sold in the cor-
responding month last year.

Royal Enfi eld reported a 25 
per cent year on year increase 
in domestic sales at 76,254 units 
last month as against 61,208 
units in the year-ago period.
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Mumbai, August 1: The 
high-value Rs 2,000 notes 
worth Rs 6,017 crore are still 
in circulation even after more 
than two years of the Reserve 
Bank withdrawing the curren-
cy, according to official data 
released Friday.

Rs 2,000 banknotes contin-
ue to be legal tender. May 
19, 2023, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) announced the 
withdrawal of Rs 2,000 de-
nomination banknotes from 
circulation.

In a statement, the RBI 
said the total value of Rs 2,000 
banknotes in circulation, 
which was Rs 3.56 lakh crore 
at the close of business on May 
19, 2023 has declined to Rs 6,017 
crore at the close of business 
July 31, 2025.

"Thus, 98.31 per cent of the Rs 
2,000 banknotes in circulation 
as on May 19, 2023, has since 
been returned," it said.

The facility for exchange of 
the Rs 2,000 banknotes is avail-
able at the 19 issue offi ces of 
the Reserve Bank since May 
19, 2023.

From October 9, 2023, RBI Is-
sue Offi ces are also accepting 
Rs 2,000 banknotes from indi-
viduals/entities for deposit into 
their bank accounts.

CASHLESS 
CURVE UPI transactions hit record 19.47bn in July 

TRUMP TARIFF TO HIT 
HALF OF $86BN EXPORTS

PV sales drop in July amid softening demand
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Bank retirees on strike
BHUBANESWAR: The Lower PMG Dharnasthal witnessed 
an unusual spectacle as hundreds of bank pensioners and 
retirees joined en masse' in a day long strike and token 
hunger strike, at the call of their apex body, the Coordination 
of Bank Pensioners and Retirees Organizations (CBPRO), to 
protest against their grievances and sufferings remaining 
unaddressed for decades, and to press for fulfi llment of 
their long-pending, legitimate and implementable demands 
including Revision of pension, health/ medical insurance 
of retirees should be borne by the employers, special 
allowances component, grant to retirees. The eventful gathering was addressed by Upendra Kumar Dash and Niranjan Jogania (Joint 
convenors of CBPRO, ODISHA), Ganesh Chandra Mishra (President of SBIPA, Odisha) and Amit K Motayed (President of AIBPARC, Odisha).

Sensex tanks 
586 points
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New Delhi, August 1: Avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF) prices 
were hiked 3 per cent Friday, 
while the price of commercial 
LPG cylinders was reduced Rs 
33.50, in line with fl uctuations 
in international benchmark 
rates.

Jet fuel (ATF) price was 
increased by Rs 2,677.88 per 
kilolitre, or 2.9 per cent, to Rs 
92,021.93 per kl in the natonal 
capital -- home to one of 
the busiest airports in 
the country, accord-
ing to state-owned 
fuel retailers.

The increase 
comes on back 
of a steep 7.5 per 
cent (Rs 6,271.5 per 
kl) hike last month, 
adding to operating 
cost of airlines.

The hike in July came 
after three monthly reductions 
starting April. In all, prices had 
been cut Rs 12,239.17 per kl in 
the three reductions. The sub-
sequent increases (Rs 8,949.38 
per kl) has wiped away almost 
three-fourths of the gains. The 
increase in ATF price is in line 
with the spurt in international 
oil rates that followed geopolit-
ical tensions and trade wars.

The ATF price in Mumbai 
was hiked to Rs 86,077.14 per kl 
from Rs 83,549.23, while those 
in Chennai and Kolkata were 
increased to Rs 95,512.26 and Rs 
95,164.90 per kl, respectively.

Rates differ from city to city, 
depending on incidence of local 

taxes such as VAT.
Alongside, oil fi rms reduced 

the price of commercial LPG 
by Rs 33.50 per 19-kg cylinder. 

Commercial LPG now 
costs Rs 1,631.50 in 

the national capi-
tal.

This is the fi fth 
straight reduc-
tion in commer-
cial LPG rates. 
Prices were last 

reduced by Rs 58.5 
per 19-kg cylinder 

July 1. Prior to that, 
prices were reduced by 

Rs 24 on June 1, by Rs 14.50 cut 
May 1, and a Rs 41 per cylinder 
reduction was effected April 1. 
In all, prices have been cut by 
Rs 171.5 per bottle since April.

While oil prices have been 
on the boil, benchmark LPG 
rates have softened because of 
low demand during summer 
months. Prices of ATF and 
LPG differ from state to state, 
depending on the incidence of 
local taxes, including VAT.

The rate of cooking gas used in 
domestic households, however, 
remained unchanged at Rs 853 
per 14.2-kg cylinder. The price of 
the domestic LPG was hiked by 
Rs 50 per cylinder in April.

ATF price hiked 3%;
commercial LPG 
rate cut by `33.50

THIS 
IS THE FIFTH 

STRAIGHT REDUCTION 
IN COMMERCIAL LPG 

RATES. PRICES WERE LAST 
REDUCED BY RS 58.5 PER 19-KG 

CYLINDER JULY 1. PRIOR TO 
THAT, PRICES WERE REDUCED 
ON JUNE 1, MAY 1, AND RS 41 
PER CYLINDER REDUCTION 

WAS MADE APRIL 1

`2,000 notes worth
`6,017 crore still
in circulation: RBI



Suman shines in U-19 Asian 
Boxing Championships

Bangkok: Suman Kumari gave 
India a winning start even as 
three other boxers were knocked 
out of the U19 Asian Boxing 
Championships here Friday. 
Competing in the women's 48kg 
category, Suman outclassed 
Chinese Taipei's Meng-Sin Cheng 
to record a commanding and 
unanimous decision win in the 
morning session and advance 
to the next round. However, the 
momentum did not continue for 
the rest of the Indian contingent. 
In the men's 50kg division, 
Aakash Badhwar went down 1:4 
in a hard-fought bout against 
Uzbekistan's Odilshoh Khalimov. 
Sarthi Saini (70kg) was unable to 
get past Haosheng Zhang of China, 
suffering a defeat in his opening 
bout. The day ended on another 
disappointing note for India as 
Lokesh (80kg) lost to Norbek 
Abdullaev, also from Uzbekistan, in 
the evening session.
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New Delhi, August 1: Kha-
lid Jamil's rise can't exactly 
be termed as meteoric but the 
last eight years has been noth-
ing less than extraordinary 
for the 48-year-old, who Friday 
took over reins of the national 
men's football team.

If he decides to take a pause 
and look back to that summer 
of 2008, he might have a chuckle 
about his reluctance and anger 
after Mumbai FC management 
wanted him to coach the U-19s 
despite him being an active se-
nior team player.

What if he would have rejected 
club's request outright? He didn't 
and thankfully August 1, once an 
accidental coach is now at helm 
of country's national team. 

From carrying Aizawl FC to 
an emotional I-League triumph 

which many felt was a shot in 
the arm for football in the north 
east to facing immense pressure 
of expectations while coaching 
Kolkata giants East Bengal and 
Mohun Bagan with humongous 
fan base, Jamil has earned his 
stripes through the bump and 
grind of Indian football.

He is very much a product of 
the Indian football system hav-
ing done his yards.

This is a system he can play 
around and vice-versa.

No wonder he is one of rare 
Indian head coach of an ISL side 
-- Jamshedpur FC and AIFF's 
choice to go for a 'Made In In-
dia' gaffer certainly won't raise 
eyeballs.
Best Indian coach at the moment

Jamil is, without question, 
the best Indian coach at the 
moment. He is the AIFF 'Coach 
of the Year' in the last two sea-

sons, having made a name 
for himself for helping teams 
punch above their weight both 
in the I-League and the Indian 
Super League.The unassuming 
Mumbaikar is a quintessential 
hard-worker known for meticu-
lous planning before matches. 
His philosophy has been 'train 
hard and play harder'.

If one compares Jamil with 
coaches of yesteryears, clos-
est comparison would be Syed 
Nayeemuddin, another fi rm be-
liever in slogging hard at train-
ing and enjoying the fruits of 
labour during matches.

An AFC Pro License Diploma 
holder, Jamil has long been a 
trailblazer in Indian football. 
Accidental coach

While playing for the Mum-
bai FC senior team, he was 
asked to coach the junior side 
in 2008 and he reluctantly did 
that, and that changed his life.

"I was in the Mumbai FC 
senior team but one day I was 
asked to coach the U19 team. I 
had the hunger to play in senior 
team and did not want to coach. 
I was angry but agreed to coach 
the junior team," he had said.

"The U19 team did very well, 
won the league. Since David 

Booth has left the senior team, 
I was asked to take charge of 
the senior team (in 2009)."
Herculean Task ahead

Jamil will have the tough 
task of reversing India's 
poor performances in re-
cent past.

After losing 0-1 to low-
er-ranked Hong Kong 
in an away match of 
the AFC Asian Cup 
qualifi ers June 10, the 
country has been left 
in danger of missing 
out on qualifying 
for the continental 
showpiece in 2027.

After the CAFA 
Nations Cup in Tajik-
istan and Uzbekistan 
beginning August 29, 
India play their AFC 
Asian Cup qualify-
ing round games Oc-

tober 9 and 
14 -- against 
Singapore 

home and 
away.

Jamil becomes fi rst 
Indian in 13 years to 
occupy the coveted 
post. The last 
Indian who was the 
national men's team 
head coach was 
Savio Medeira from 
2011 to 2012

From reluctance to passion: Jamil takes over the reins of Indian football
JAMIL NAMED INDIAN MEN’S FOOTBALL TEAM COACH, TENURE LIKELY TO BE ‘TWO OR THREE’ YEARS

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

New Delhi, August 1: Odisha 
FC has suspended operations 
amidst the uncertainty regard-
ing the future of the Indian Su-
per League 2025/26 season. Club 
owner Rohan Sharma took to 
social media to confi rm that 
while the headlines suggest the 
club has shut down, that is not 
entirely the case. 

Odisha FC’s women side will 
continue their pre season plans 
for the upcoming season, with 
the Indian Women’s League 
2025-26 season set to begin in 
September. He also hopes with 
more and more clubs being 
forced to suspend their opera-
tions, a solution for the future 
will be taken more effi ciently.

“We haven't shut down the 
club despite the headlines. Key 
staff members are retained, our 
women's team will be opera-
tional. However, it becomes 
harder to justify to my stake-
holders to sink Crs upon Crs 
with nothing to show for it, and 
no end in sight.

“We have -No Clarity when 

the League will Start - Nowhere 
to practice/play/work in Odis-
ha - No way to get sponsorship 
since there's no season - No way 
to engage investors with an ex-
piring participation agreement. 
We hoped something would 
give, but sadly it hasn't.”

“We didn't go into this offsea-
son planning to take this step. 
In fact we had made 5 signings 
until it became clear things are 
delayed. We desperately hope 
the above issues get resolved; 
maybe doing this will prompt 
people to fast-track solutions so 
we can get back to work,” read 
the thread by Sharma on ‘X’.

Indian teams qualify 
for London 2026 WTTC

New Delhi: The Indian men's 
and women's table tennis teams 
have booked their places for 
the prestigious World Table 
Tennis Championships (WTTC) 
in London after a stellar show 
at the 2025 South Asia Regional 
Championships held in Kathmandu. 
Only 16 coveted Asian quota spots 
were available per gender. Four 
regional champions from Central 
Asia, South Asia, South-East Asia, 
and West Asia secured direct 
qualifi cation for the WTTC -- one 
of the most prestigious events 
in the international calendar.  
Both the Indian teams emerged 
undefeated in the fi ve-nation 
round-robin format, reaffi rming 
their supremacy in the South 
Asian region. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

London, August 1: India's pre-
mier fast bowler Jasprit Bum-
rah not taking part in the series 
decider against England at The 
Oval has sparked a debate over 
his Test future.

Considering his injury-rav-
aged body, it is highly unlikely 
that Bumrah would ever be fully 
available for a fi ve-match series 
in the foreseeable future. The 
next such assignment isn't until 
2027, at home against Australia.

He made himself available 
for three Tests out of fi ve in En-
gland and stuck to his side of the 
bargain but the followers of the 
game including greats like Anil 
Kumble were left wanting more 

with the series on the line in the 
fi nal Test. Him being released 
from squad on Friday also had 
the tongues wagging.

India's assistant coach Ryan 
ten Doeschate called the sub-
ject of Bumrah's availability a 
complex one but considering the 
risks associated with his fragile 
back following two surgeries, 
the team management decided 
to honour the pace spearhead's 
decision that he took before the 
start of the series.

In the near future, India play 
only two-match Test series against 
the West Indies and South Africa 
while the important white ball 
commitments include the Asia Cup 
in September and the T20 World 
Cup at home early next year.

"There is an Asia Cup around 
the corner, the T20 World Cup 
is also there. He would want to 
play those events. Considering 
his body, he can't play every 
game. He needs to be managed 
with extra care. Playing him 
at The Oval would have been a 
huge risk. Going forward, there 
needs to be a clear plan on how 
to manage Bumrah's Test ca-
reer," said a BCCI source.

Without a doubt, he fi gures 
among the world's best but 

considering the risks involved, 
should he be allowed to pick and 
choose games? Is that fair on the 
other Indian fast bowlers?

For context, workhorse Mo-
hammed Siraj has featured in 
all fi ve games of an intense-
ly-fought series.

"I don't think picking and 
choosing is a fair comment to 
Bumrah, he did say he was go-
ing to play three games, he left it 
up to us which three he played. 
We've tried to manage the situa-
tion, it's not ideal I guess giving 
those guys attention, the guys 
who aren't playing particularly 
when you're carrying 18 is im-
portant," Doeschate said.

The 31-year-old became a 
household name with his ex-
ploits in the shortest format but 
it did not take him long to gain 
respect of the opposition after 
making his Test debut in 2018.

Post the England series, the 
Indian team selectors will sit 
down and review the tour. 
On top of their agenda would 
be Bumrah's red-ball future. 
Should he continue to be used 
sparingly in an important series 
or sacrifi ce one format for the 
other? The picture should be 
clearer soon.

Bumrah’s Test future: No show 
at The Oval triggers debate 
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London, August 1: Mo-
hammed Siraj produced a li-
on-hearted spell and Prasidh 
Krishna cleaned up the tail to 
script India's spirited comeback 
after a brutal assault from En-
gland openers on day two of the 
fi fth and fi nal Test here Friday.

After a forgettable opening 
session where Siraj and Co 
were taken to the cleaners by 
Ben Duckett (43 off 38) and Zak 
Crawley (64 off 57), the Indian 
pacers redeemed themselves 
by bowling out England for 247 
in the fi nal session, giving the 
hosts only a slender 23-run lead. 

Both Siraj and Prasidh ended 
with four-wicket hauls.

India lost the reliable KL Ra-
hul (7 off 28) in their second in-
nings to a rare loose shot from 
the opener. At close, India were 
75 for two in 18 overs, leading 
England by 52 runs.

Yashasvi Jaiswal (51 batting 
off 49) batted with aggressive 
intent despite being dropped 
twice while Sai Sudharsan (11) 
was trapped in front by Gus At-
kinson shortly before stumps.

Jaiswal had got going with 
three fours in Atkinson's open-
ing over including a sublime 
straight drive before being 
given a chance on 20 ad 40. He 
brought up his third fi fty of the 
series with a ramp off Jamie 
Overton that went all the way.

Close to stumps, a third 
catch was dropped when Zak 
Crawley grassed a regulation 
chance offered by Sudharsan 
at third slip.

Before that, England was 
bowled out in the fi nal session 
following Harry Brook's bellig-
erent 53 off 64 balls. The high-
light of his effort was a falling 
sweep off Siraj that went all 
the way for six.

In the afternoon session, Sir-

aj struck thrice in a fi ery eight 
over spell. At tea, England were 
215 for seven, effectively eight 
down with Chris Woakes not 
available to bat due to a shoul-
der injury.

The wickets to fall were En-
gland's batting mainstay Joe 
Root (29 off 45), Zak Crawley 
(64 off 57), stand-in captain 
Ollie Pope (22 off) and Jacob 
Bethell (6 off 14).

A heated exchange of words 
between Root and Prasidh was 
also among the talking points 
of the session. 

After being blown away 
by the England opener in the 
opening session, Indian pacers 
found their lengths post the 
break. Prasidh sent back Craw-
ley who mistimed a pull to be 
pouched at midwicket.

Siraj got rid of Pope and 
Root with a nip backer before 
fi ring an inswinging yorker 
into Bethell's pads. The pitch 

continues to provide plenty of 
assistance to the seamers. 

Whether it was targeting the 
pads with the wobbled seam 
or producing late swing, Siraj 
was relentless, displaying that 
he was not a fi rm believer of 
workload management.

Prasidh too was impressive 
and struck thrice in the session 
including the wickets of Jamie 
Smith and Overton at the stroke 
of tea. In the morning passage, 
Crawley and Duckett smashed 
the Indian pacers with absolute 
disdain on a seaming surface af-
ter bundling out the visitors for 
224 in the fi rst half hour of play.

Siraj, Prasidh tear Eng apart
India lead by 52 runs after fiery pacers lead fi ghtback

OFC suspend ops while women’s team 
remain functional, confi rms owner Lakshya, Mannepalli enter semifi nals
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Macau, August 1: Star Indi-
an shuttler Lakshya Sen and 
promising Tharun Mannepalli 
advanced to the men's singles 
semifi nals of the Macau Open 
Super 300 badminton tourna-
ment after registering hard-
fought wins here Friday.

Taking the court fi rst, the 
23-year-old Mannepalli, ranked 
47th in the world, showcased 
speed and a versatile shot se-
lection to edge out China's 87th 
ranked Hu Zhe 21-12 13-21 21-18 
in a 75-minute battle.

Later in the day, Lakshya, 
a Commonwealth Games gold 
medallist and second seed here, 
eked out a tough 21-14 18-21 21-
14 victory over Xuan Chen Zhu 
of China in his quarterfi nal 
that lasted one hour and three 
minutes. 

Lakshya will be up against 
fi fth seed Alwi Farhan of In-
donesia while Mannepalli will 

take on Malaysia's Justin Hoh 
in the last-four round.

This marks Mannepalli's 
maiden semi-fi nal appearance 
at a BWF Super 300 event. He 
had reached the quarterfi nals at 
the German Open in February.

However, Satwiksairaj 

Rankireddy and Chirag Shet-
ty bowed out of the tourna-
ment after losing 14-21 21-13 
20-22 to Malaysian combina-
tion of Choong Hon Jian and 
Haikal Muhammad in the 
quarterfinals.

Mannepalli, who joined the 

Pullela Gopichand Academy 
four years ago, has focused on 
improving his fi tness, agility, 
and movement over the past 
two years. His hard work paid 
off this week as he also stunned 
top seed Lee Cheuk Yiu of Hong 
Kong in the last eight.

The Indian, who won gold at 
the 37th National Games, was 
trailing 4-7 in the fi rst game 
before rallying to 12-9. He 
then took control and scored 
six straight points from 15-11 
to seal the game.

Lakshya had to work hard to 
get past world number 77 Chen.

The Indian produced a dom-
inating show in the opening 
game, building on an early 9-4 
lead to quickly move to 15-8 and 
pocketing the game.

However, Chen made a spir-
ited comeback in the second 
game, erasing a 5-10 and 14-17 
defi cit to take the match to the 
decider.

Lakshya got back his bear-
ing in the third game, surging 
to 7-1 early on and even though 
Chen made it 9-11, the Indian 
managed to stay ahead to come 
up trumps.

MACAU OPENSATWIK-CHIRAG 
CRASH OUT

Brief Scores:
India: 224 & 75/2 in 18 overs 

(Yashasvi Jaiswal 51 not out; Josh 
Tongue 1/25)

England: 247 all out in 51.2 overs 
(Zak Crawley 64, Harry Brook 53; 
Mohammed Siraj 4/86, Prasidh 

Krishna 4/62)

The 31-year-old Bumrah 
bowled 119.4 overs across 
three Tests and took 14 
wickets including two 

fi ve-wicket hauls at Leeds 
and Lord's. India's only 
win of the series thus far 
came at Edgbaston where 

Bumrah was rested
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