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Why appoint a party spokesperson 
as a judge? Aren’t we doing our 

job effi ciently?

Fatima’s stand Gaza offensive FPIs pull nearly `18K-cr Blue Tigresses roar 
Actor Fatima Sana Shaikh, who 
recently starred in Aap Jaisa 
Koi, shares her perspective on 
age-gap relationships

Netanyahu hopes war against 
Hamas will end soon as Israel 
aims to take on Hamas’ two 
remaining strongholds

Foreign portfolio investors pull 
out nearly `18,000 crore from 
Indian equities so far this month, 
amid US-India trade tension

India qualifi es for the AFC U20 
Women’s Asian Cup football for 
the fi rst time in two decades after 
edging past Myanmar
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Bhubaneswar, August 10: 
DAV Public School of Unit-8, 
Bhubaneswar and AIIMS-Bhu-
baneswar retained their 
crowns in the junior and se-
nior categories, respective-
ly, at the seventh edition of 
Orissa POST Mettle Meet held 
at Hotel Swosti Premium Sun-
day. The annual inter-school 
and inter-college quiz compe-
tition once again showcased 
a fi erce battle of wits and a 
thrilling grand fi nale.

In senior category, defend-
ing champions AIIMS-Bhu-
baneswar successfully held 
off a strong challenge from 

debutants IIT-Kharagpur and 
IIM-Calcutta, who fi nished as 
fi rst and second runners-up, 
respectively. AIIMS, who led 
the fi nals until the last round, 
clinched the title for a record 
third time, having earlier 
secured runner-up positions 
in 2017 and 2019. IIM-Calcut-
ta edged out National Law 
University (NLU), Cuttack 
and NISER-Bhubaneswar in 
a tense tiebreaker to claim 
third place.

In junior category, DAV 
Public School, Unit-8 stormed 
to victory with a commanding 
lead over KIIT International 
School. Loyola settled for third 
place.

This year’s Mettle Meet saw 
over 80 teams from schools 
and colleges across the state 
participate, with 16 teams 
(eight in each catego-
ry) making it to the 
fi nals following 
a competitive 
preliminary 
round.

“Mettle Meet 
has grown 
bigger every 
year,” said Ady-
asha Satpathy, 
Chief Executive of 
Orissa POST. “It be-
gan in 2016 with a hum-
ble 18 teams, aiming to revive 
the art of quizzing and give a 

platform to young minds. To-
day, it is a premier quizzing 
event in the state.”

Echoing the sentiment, 
Dharitri and Orissa 

POST Editor Ta-
thagata Satpa-

thy said, “This 
event is not 
just about 
answering 
questions. It’s 
about think-
ing out of the 

box and push-
ing intellectual 

boundaries. We’re 
grateful to quizmaster 

Ajay Poonia and all partici-
pants, especially the teams 

from outside Odisha, who ac-
knowledged the growing infl u-
ence of Mettle Meet.”

Poonia, known for host-
ing national-level quizzes, 
praised the standard of the 
competition. “The winners—
DAV Unit-8 and AIIMS Bhu-
baneswar—set a strong exam-
ple with their preparation and 
presence of mind,” he said.

The fi nals were livestreamed 
on the English daily’s digital 
platforms, drawing a large vir-
tual audience. Winners in both 
categories received `1,00,000 
each, while fi rst and second run-
ners-up were awarded `50,000 
and `25,000 respectively.

Refl ecting on their win, 

Pratyush Dhal of DAV Unit-8 
said, “After our win last year, 
we started preparing for the 
next edition from next day. 
We took risk at the beginning. 
We strategised, calculated the 
competitors’ scores, and main-
tained our lead smartly.”

Bighnesh Das of AIIMS-Bhu-
baneswar said, “This is our 
third championship at Met-
tle Meet. It was tough match 
with IIT-Kharagpur behind 
us till last moment. After we 
took lead in fourth round, we 
tried to maintain the lead and 
succeed in that. Mettle Meet, a 
brilliant platform for quiz en-
thusiasts, encourages healthy 
intellectual competition.”

PNN & AGENCIES 

Bhubaneswar/ Koraput, 
August 10: In a major fi llip to 
healthcare in southern Odisha, 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi Sunday inaugurated a 
new building with 650 beds at 
Shaheed Laxman Nayak Med-
ical College and Hospital in 
Koraput. Majhi also announced 
that his government will devel-
op a six-lane highway, the Jey-
pore-Bermhapur-Bhubaneswar 
‘economic corridor’.

He said the new building at 
the hospital has been built at a 
cost of `280 crore.

“The state government has 
been making available all fa-
cilities at the medical college, 
so that people of Koraput and 
adjoining areas do not have 
to travel to distant cities for 
healthcare services,” he said.

The Chief Minister said the 
medical college will benefi t peo-
ple of Malkangiri, Nabarangpur 
and Rayagada districts, besides 
those from nearby areas of 
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh 
and Chhattisgarh. He also said 
all vacant posts at the medical 
college would be fi lled soon. 

“A cancer treatment centre 
is also being built on two acre 
land adjacent to this hospital. 

For this, our government is 
spending about `41.15 crore,” 
he said. Majhi said there are 
currently 12 government med-
ical colleges in the state, and 
four more will be set up in 
Dhenkanal, Bhadrak, Jagats-
inghpur and Nabarangpur.

A total of 3.46 crore people 
(80% of the state’s population) 
are getting free healthcare cov-
er under Ayushman Bharat and 

Gopabandhu Jan Arogya Yoja-
na schemes, he said.

“Till now, about 3.91 lakh 
people have been provided med-
ical facilities worth `900 crore 
under these two schemes,” he 
said. “Similarly, 8,644 people 
above 70 years of age have 
been provided healthcare ben-
efi ts worth `35.60 crore under 
Ayushman Vaya Vandana Yo-
jana,” he added.

The CM said the people of 
Koraput will also reap the ben-
efi ts of development, as a sig-
nifi cant amount of work has 
been accomplished in just one 
year of the BJP government in 
the state.

Addressing the function, 
Health Minister Mukesh Mahal-
ing said another new chapter was 
added to the history of healthcare 
services in Koraput with the ex-
pansion of the hospital.

GENCIES

Georgia, August 10: A meteor-
ite that crashed into a Georgia 
home in June this year is older 
than the Earth itself and is be-
lieved to have been formed 4.56 
billion years ago, according to 
scientists who are studying the 
space rock.

Onlookers in the Southeast of 
Georgia were taken aback when 
they saw a fi reball streaking 
across the sky June 26, 2025, 
according to a report by ‘Inde-
pendent’.

Fragments of the meteorite 
hurtled into the roof of a home-
owner in McDonough, Henry 
County, just south of Atlanta, 
leaving behind a hole the size 
of a golf ball in the ceiling and a 
dent in the fl oor, the report said.

Scott Harris, a researcher 
in the University of Georgia’s 
Franklin College of Arts and 
Sciences’ department of geolo-
gy, has been studying the frag-
ments and believes the mete-
orite formed 4.56 billion years 
ago. The Earth is thought to be 
4.543 billion years old.

A press release issued by 
the university, quoting Harris, 
said, “This particular meteor 
that entered the atmosphere 
has a long history before it 
made it to the ground of Mc-
Donough, and in order to total-
ly understand that, we actually 
have to examine what the rock 
is and determine what group of 
asteroids it belongs to.”

Using optical and electron 
microscopy to analyze the frag-
ments, Harris said he believes 

the meteorite to be a low metal 
ordinary Chondrite.

“It belongs to a group of as-
teroids in the main asteroid 
belt between Mars and Jupiter 
that we now think we can tie 
to a breakup of a much larger 

asteroid about 470 million years 
ago,” Harris said. “But in that 
breakup, some pieces get into 
Earth-crossing orbits, and if 
given long enough, their orbit 
around the sun and Earth’s or-
bit around the sun end up being 

at the same place, at the same 
moment in time.”

The sound and vibration the 
meteor made was equivalent 
to a close-range gunshot. The 
homeowner told Harris he’s 
still fi nding specks of space 
dust around his living room 
from the collision.

“I suspect that he heard 
three simultaneous things,” 
Harris said. “One was the col-
lision with his roof, one was a 
tiny cone of a sonic boom and a 
third was it impacting the fl oor 
all in the same moment. There 
was enough energy when it hit 
the fl oor that it pulverized part 
of the material down to literal 
dust fragments.” The mete-
orite, which has been named 
McDonough, is the 27th to be 
recovered in Georgia’s history.

VP polls: INDIA bloc 
plans joint candidate
New Delhi: INDIA bloc will put up 
a joint candidate for the vice-
presidential polls and Congress 
president Mallikarjun Kharge 
is reaching out to Opposition 
parties to explore names and 
reach a consensus on it, sources 
said Sunday. They said that there 
is a strong feeling in the bloc 
that Opposition parties should 
not shy away from a contest to 
send a strong political message 
irrespective of the outcome. 
Though there has not been any 
structured discussion on picking a 
candidate, backchannel talks are 
on among INDIA bloc partners to 
deliberate on names of possible 
candidates.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Konark, August 10: In a 
tragic incident, three youths 
drowned while taking bath in 
Chandrabhaga beach here, Sun-
day. Another person sustained 
injuries too, police said.

The deceased were identi-
fi ed as Rahul Kumar Senapati, 
25, younger son of Khetrabasi 
Senapati of Jamatala village 
and Arupananda Jena, 25, son 
of Bimbadhar Jena from the 
same village under Konark po-
lice limits. The third was identi-
fi ed as Pintu Pattnayak of Pahal 
area in Cuttack district. 

Shiv Kumar, 25, of Uttar 
Pradesh was injured and under-
going treatment at a hospital.

Police said Pintu drowned 
while bathing with his friends 
about 1 km from Chandrabhaga 
beach. 

In a separate incident near 
Chandrabhaga Eco Retreat, 
three friends employed at a 
private four-wheeler servic-
ing company were taking bath 
when two of them - Senapati 

and Jena - were swept away by 
the current.

Fire Services personnel from 
Champahar fi re station, led 
by their offi cer Bichitra Ku-
mar Choudhury, rescued the 
victims. Shiv Kumar was ad-
mitted to Konark hospital for 
treatment while the other two 
were shifted to Gop community 
health centre, where doctors de-
clared Rahul and Arupananda 
dead. Pintu’s body was sent to 
Puri DHH for postmortem. The 
bodies of Senapati and Jena 
were seized by Chandrabha-
ga Marine police and taken to 
Charichhak CHC for autopsy.

The Marine police registered 
separate cases of unnatural 
death and launched investiga-
tions, said IIC Pratima Sahu.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Dibrugarh, August 10: An 
eight-year-old girl was allegedly 
raped and killed at a tea garden 
in this district of Assam, police 
said Sunday. The incident hap-
pened at a small tea garden in 
Kachari Pathar under Namrup 
police station Saturday when 
the girl was out to collect fi re-
wood, they said.

“The accused was fi shing 
nearby when he saw the girl 
alone. He allegedly raped 
and killed her, most likely by 
smothering,” an offi cer said.

The accused then concealed 
the body in a drain, covering it 
with hay and grass, he said.

“When the girl did not return 
home, her parents along with 
neighbours began searching 
for her. They also informed 
the police. The body was found 
around 8:40pm,” he added.

Locals caught the accused 
when he tried to fl ee from the 
scene and handed him over to 
the police. The accused had 
killed his mother and served 
14 years in jail for it before be-
ing released three years ago, 
police said.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 10: In a 
signifi cant development, In-
dia and Pakistan are sched-
uled to conduct separate but 
close-proximity naval exer-
cises in Arabian Sea August 
11 and 12, even as the timing 
of the drills have raised a few 
eyebrows.

The exercises, positioned ap-
proximately 60 nautical miles 
from each other, underscore 
the heightened naval presence 
and strategic posturing be-
tween the two nations.

Both the naval forces have al-
so issued separate notifi cations 
for fi ring exercises in Arabian 
Sea next week.

According to the notifi cation 
issued, the Indian Navy will 
conduct its two-day maritime 
drills off the coast of Porbandar 
and Okha in Gujarat.

While such military drills 
are routine for both nations, 
the timing and proximity of 
these exercises have drawn 
attention amid the soaring 
tensions between New Delhi 
and Islamabad after Opera-
tion Sindoor– India’s military 
strikes against Pakistan– in 
response to the Pahalgam 
terror attack, which claimed 
the lives of 26 innocent people 
April 22.

The operation, targeting ter-
ror infrastructure associated 
with Jaish-e-Mohammed and 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, involved co-
ordinated actions by the Army, 
Air Force, and Navy.

CM launches 650-bed facility at Koraput hosp

‘Older than Earth’ Meteorite hit Georgia home

Scott Harris, a researcher in the University of Georgia’s Franklin 
College of Arts and Sciences’ department of geology, has been studying the 
fragments and believes the meteorite formed 4.56 billion years ago. (Cade 
Massey/University of Georgia)

8-yr-old girl raped, 
murdered in Assam

3 drown in Chandrabhaga

India, Pakistan 
naval exercise 
today, tomorrowAIIMS (Bhub), DAV Unit-8 champions

MOMENT TO CHERISH: Winners of senior category of Mettle Meet 2025, AIIMS-Bhubaneswar, receiving a cheque of `1 lakh from OrissaPOST Editor Tathagata Satpathy; Champions of junior category, DAV Public School Unit-8, 
Bhubaneswar with the winning cheque pose for a photo, as the newspaper’s Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy, Manish Agarwal of Ajanta Advertisers and quizmaster Ajay Poonia look on in Bhubaneswar, Sunday   PHOTO: BIKASH NAYAK   



Ganesha sees you acting 
very possessive about 
people and things. You are, consequently, 
likely to feel suspicious, uncertain and 
insecure about everything, particularly 
people. It’s even possible that you may 
even suspect the feelings and intentions 
of those who are close to you. 

You are likely to make a list 
of your daily chores that 
take most of your time. Then 
you will fi nd a way to outsource these 
activities or eliminate them from your 
routine altogether. You will also devote 
a lot of your time to meditation. Health 
of a family member may give you some 
anxious moments, feels Ganesha.

Sometimes, it takes courage 
to be honest and admit to 
your failures. Doing so only 
goes a long way in establishing your 
credentials as a real person, feels Gane-
sha. So understand that, while it is only 
human to make mistakes, it takes more 
than that to accept them. Also, today is a 
good day to reconnect with old contacts. 
Make the effort to do so. 

A sudden bend in the journey 
of life is important to under-
stand it better, says Ganesha. 
Excellence will drone on throughout the 
day today. Top on the list are money mat-
ters and your loved ones – not necessarily 
in that order! Much of your time may be 
spent in appeasing the Gods.

Audacious. Adventurous. 
Aquarius. The three As will go 
hand-in-hand throughout the 
day, feels Ganesha. Entrepreneurs will 
joust with the idea of launching new prod-
ucts or will make daring business plans. 
At work, you will impress you colleagues 
and peers and win the trust of your boss 
with your convincing skills.

Unnecessary expenditure 
might clog your bill today, 
feels Ganesha. Organising 
and detailing will be a time-sink as you 
will spend hapless hours trying to disci-
pline things. The vibrant evening will be 
a contrast to your hectic day as you kick 
back and relax while socialising.

You may not get as popular 
as Romeo did, but your 
exceedingly romantic nature 
will earn you quite a reputation, not to 
forget the hypnotic effect it will have 
on your sweetheart, says Ganesha. 
On the fl ip side, troubles will chase 
you everywhere; you are likely to face 
problems with your business rivals and 
health condition, but your mind will be 
on guard always, giving you an edge 
over your opponents.

Finally, you've decided to 
clean up the mess! And you 
will do a fi ne job, whether it's 
your workspace, your bills, your fi nances, 
or even your closet. And now that you're 
inspired, you might as well sort out your 
mental clutter too, chuckles Ganesha.

Financially, you have bright 
prospects awaiting you today. 
You will be able to deal with 
the mind-numbing fi nancial jugglery 
required to take stock of your monetary 
matters with precision. You might be deal-
ing with people who secretly have an axe 
to grind against you, cautions Ganesha.

Good news! You will be a 
people's person today. Close 
friends, relatives and family 
— you seem to want to spend your time 
with all of them today, says Ganesha. 
Better news? Your romantic brilliance 
will be at its peak today as your fancy 
takes wings and creativity fl ows freely in 
manners that seem irresistible. 

Ganesha predicts an excel-
lent and exceptional day 
for you at work. You are likely to need all 
your business acumen while negotiating 
deals. Your leadership skills are likely to 
come to the fore during the fi nal stage 
of a deadline, be it about completing an 
order or launching new products and 
marketing them, says Ganesha.

You probably have a big 
circle of friends, and though 
most of them may be casual 
friends, they may sometimes prove to be 
favourable. They may help you overcome 
some dejections. It will also help you 
fi gure out the importance of the role 
friends can play.

MONDAY | AUGUST 11, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

leisure

MICHAEL MURRAY RECALLS 
NEAR-DEATH EXPERIENCE

KOURTNEY KARDASHIAN SHUTS 
DOWN PREGNANCY RUMOURS

Chad Michael Murray recently shared a near-
death experience from his teenage years. At 15, 
he suffered a twisted intestine, leading to severe 
internal bleeding and a drastic weight loss. He 
credits a nurse’s quick action with a life-saving 
blood transfusion, which ultimately changed his 
outlook and approach to healthy living

Kourtney Kardashian shut down pregnancy 
speculation after sharing Instagram photos of 
herself enjoying food and adventures. Having 
addressed similar rumours earlier this year, she 
reiterated her focus on living joyfully and au-
thentically rather than meeting societal expec-
tations about appearance or lifestyle choices
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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Mumbai: Fatima Sana Shaikh, who 
recently starred opposite R Madha-
van in the OTT release Aap Jaisa 
Koi, plays a woman who falls in love 
with a man signifi cantly older than 
her. Sharing her perspective on age-
gap relationships, Fatima believes 
that age is never a barrier as long 
as one essential factor is present 
— emotional compatibility. “As 
long as the emotional intelligence 
matches, it doesn’t matter even if 
the boy is 10 years younger than 
me. The emotional intelligence 
has to be of the same level. “Age 
differences in relationships have 
been happening for centuries,” she 
remarked.

The actress also expressed her 
excitement about working with 
Madhavan, someone she had ad-
mired since his Rehnaa Hai Terre 

Dil Mein days. “I’m so lucky. I 
keep telling him I got to play 
a role where I am romancing 
him, but in an appropriate 
manner because it’s written 
a certain way. The chemistry 
was organic,” she shared.

Praising her co-star’s craft, 
Fatima added, “He’s a brilliant 

actor, but because he is also a 
director, our scenes were enhanced. 
Whenever I gave him cues, he en-

couraged me to do 
more, making 

the entire 
experience 
truly en-
riching.”

 AGENCIES

Fatima on
age-gap 
romance

Mumbai: Manisha Koirala, who 
has collaborated with some of 
cinema’s greatest directors in-

cluding Subhash Ghai, Vid-
hu Vinod Chopra, San-

jay Leela Bhansali, 
Mani Ratnam, 

and Rajkumar 
Hirani, still 

regrets 
never 
working 
with the 
legend-
ary Yash 
Chopra. 
“As a 
kid, 

when I watched Chandni or 
Lamhe, I dreamed of working 
with Yash ji. He portrayed 
women so beautifully and glam-
orously,” she said on a podcast.

Koirala revealed she had once 
been offered a Yash Chopra fi lm 
but turned it down due to “insec-
urity,” a decision she deeply re-
grets. The role eventually went 
to Karisma Kapoor in the 1997 
blockbuster Dil To Pagal Hai, 
after being declined by several 
other stars including Juhi Chaw-
la, Kajol, Raveena Tandon, and 
Urmila Matondkar.

At the time, Koirala chose to 
work in Mani Ratnam’s Dil Se 

instead. More recently, 
she earned acclaim for 
her portrayal of broth-
el madam Mallikajaan 

in Bhansali’s Heeramandi: 
The Diamond Bazaar on 
Netfl ix. Since then, she 
hasn’t signed any new 
projects but is reading 
two scripts she fi nds 
promising. However, 
she emphasised that 
she remains selective, 
turning down offers 
that don’t meet 
her creative stan-
dards, and values 
the artistic free-
dom she enjoyed 
working with 
Bhansali.

                            AGENCIES

Manisha’s regret

New Delhi: A year after Indian TV star Hina 
Khan announced her breast cancer diagno-

sis, she says she can sense that people from 
the industry are still hesitant to work with 
her.

The actor said work took a backseat 
after she fell ill, and she had to leave a lot 
of offers. She is now back on the small 
screen with Pati Patni Aur Panga.

“This is my fi rst project after the 
whole thing (breast cancer diagnosis) 

happened. I want to work. No one has 
directly said to me, ‘You’ve still not re-

covered completely', but I can sense that 
maybe people are hesitant (to work with me) 

for all the right reasons.
“It’s okay. I'll have to break that norm. 

Maybe the show will do it, I under-
stand it. Had I been in their place, 

I would've thought about it a thou-
sand times.

I’m open to auditions, where 
did I stop? No one has called 

me for the last one year, for 
all the reasons. I'm open 
to everything, please call 
me,” Khan told this news 
agency.

The 37-year-old actor, 
known for shows such as 

Yeh Rishta Kya Keh-
lata Hai, Kasautii 
Zindagii Kay 2 and 
Bigg Boss 11, said 
she feels glad 
to have made 
a comeback to 
work with her 
ongoing reality 
show, which is 

currently on 
air on Colors 
Channel.
              PTI

Hina battles casting stigma
Mumbai: Rajkummar 
Rao’s Bollywood journey 
is a testament to self-made 
success, where sheer talent 
and relentless hard work 
have made him one of the 
most dependable and ad-
mired actors today. Known 
for fearlessly embracing 
challenging roles, he has 
built a career defined by 
risk-taking and dedication, 
constantly surprising audi-
ences with his range.

Rajkummar believes be-
ing an outsider actually 
helped him grow as an ac-
tor. Without a film family 
background, he felt free to 
choose diverse roles with-
out pressure or expecta-
tions. “Not having a film 
background gave me the 
freedom to find my own 
voice. There were no ex-
pectations to follow a path. 
I am very proud of my jour-
ney and wouldn’t trade it 
for anything. It also helped 
me stay grounded,” he said.

His versatility is evi-
dent in the variety of roles 
he has taken on — from 
horror in Stree to in-
tense drama in Maalik
and romance in Bhool 
Chuk Maaf. Recently, 
his rugged transforma-
tion in Maalik, opposite 
Manushi Chhillar, earned 
praise for breaking 
away from his ear-
lier characters. 
Looking ahead, 
Rajkummar will 
star in a two-hero 
comedy directed 
by Shoojit Sircar 
in late 2025 and 
portray cricket 
legend Sourav 
Ganguly in a bio-
pic slated for De-
cember 2026, further 
proving his commit-
ment to experi-
mentation.

     AGENCIES

Outsider 
tag helped 
Rajkummar 

fl ourish
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 10: 
The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) Sun-
day announced a 12-hour bandh 
August 11 (Monday) in Raighar 
block to protest the death of a 
female nursing student from 
Dumurimunda village in Na-
barangpur district.

The bandh will be observed 
from 6am to 6pm, during which 
all private and government in-
stitutions—including schools, 
colleges, markets, shops—and 
vehicular movement will re-
main suspended. However, 
emergency services will con-
tinue to operate uninterrupted.

The party alleged a sharp rise 
in violence against women in 
the state, creating a climate of 
fear that is making women hes-
itant to step out of their homes.

The BJD demanded the res-
ignation of Deputy Chief Min-
ister Pravati Parida, accusing 
the government of failing to 
protect women.

The party has also demanded 

`1 crore compensation for the 
victim’s family. “Until women, 
students, and minors in Odisha 
are safe, the BJD will continue 
to intensify its statewide agi-
tation to demand justice,” the 
statement said.

The victim was reported-
ly harassed for months by a 
youth identified as Satyajit 
Sarkar, who wanted to be in 
a relationship with her. The 
situation worsened when Sa-
tyajit allegedly assaulted her 
in a local market July 13 and 
later leaked obscene videos 
and photos of her on social 
media. The humiliation re-
portedly drove her to consume 
pesticide on July 17. 

She was initially treated at a 
local hospital before being shift-
ed to AIIMS-Bhubaneswar as 
her condition worsened. Sadly, 
she died August 9 while under-
going treatment. 

The police have arrested 
Satyajit and another youth in 
connection with the case, and 
investigations are ongoing.

NURSING STUDENT’S DEATH

BJD’s 12-hr Raighar bandh today
PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Kendrapara, 
August 10: The ex-boyfriend 
of the 19-year-old woman, 
who died allegedly by setting 
herself on fire in Kendrapara 
district, was arrested Sunday 
on charges of abetment of sui-
cide and sexual harassment, 
police said.

The woman’s charred body 
was found on the staircase of 
her house August 6, following 
which her father alleged that 
her ex-boyfriend shared their 
intimate videos online, which 
forced her to take her life.

The woman broke up with 
the accused, Pramod Behera, 
following which he started 
threatening her to make their 
intimate videos public. As he 
sent the videos to different 
persons, including the wom-
an’s father, she took her life, 
police said.

The woman’s family had also 

alleged that she sought the po-
lice’s help regarding the matter, 
but no action was taken.

Behera was booked under 
BNS sections 296 (obscene 
act), 75 (sexual harassment), 78 
(stalking) and 108 (abetment of 
suicide), and sections 66-E and 
67-A of the IT Act, Kendrapara 
SP Siddharth Kataria told re-

porters.
“There are at least 60 obscene 

videos in the mobile phone of 
the accused,” he said.

“The accused had sent one of 
the videos to the mobile phone 
of the deceased woman’s father 
July 17. He has also sent such 
videos to fi ve-six other persons. 
He had sent a message to the de-

ceased at 7:34 am August 6, fol-
lowing which she died. He had 
also called the victim August 
5,” the SP said.

He said the investigators 
were now waiting for the 
post-mortem examination re-
ports.

Meanwhile, the accused’s fa-
ther threatened that he would 
also die by setting himself on 
fi re outside the police station if 
his son was not released.

“I am a poor man because 
of which justice is denied to 
me. My son is innocent,” he 
claimed. The accused’s moth-
er and sister admitted that 
he had a relationship with 
the victim, but denied that 
he blackmailed her. They al-
leged that the woman’s father 
had set his daughter on fi re in 
a case of ‘honour killing’.

Based on the allegation, 
police have interrogated the 
victim’s father and brother, 
besides speaking to her mother.

 KENDRAPARA ‘SELF-IMMOLATION’

POLICE ARREST EX-BOYFRIEND

POST NEWS NETWORK

Gudvela, August 10: 
In a tragic incident at 
Chhendjad village under 
Gudvela block in Bolan-
gir district, para-athlete 
Jogendra Chhatria (33) 
died late Saturday night 
at Burla Medical College, 
succumbing to injuries 
sustained in a stray dog 
attack. Jogendra, who 
was unmarried, had 
represented Odisha and 
India in volleyball. His 
family said he aspired 
to excel in the sport and 
bring glory to the nation.

Another villager, Hru-
shikesh Rana (47), also 
died Sunday after be-
ing bitten by the same 
dog, while four others 
remain in critical con-
dition and are receiving 
medical treatment.

According to reports, a 
stray dog attacked sever-
al residents of Chhendjad 
village July 23 including 
Keshab Nag, Meghnad 
Chhatria, Phul Chha-
tria, R. Rana, player Jo-
gendra, and Hrushikesh 
— one after another. All 
were admitted to a near-
by health centre.

As the condition of Jo-
gendra and Hrushikesh 
worsened, they were 
fi rst shifted to Bhima 
Bhoi Medical College and 
Hospital in Bolangir, and 
later referred to Burla 
Hospital. Jogendra was 
declared dead by doctors 
Saturday night.

Hrushikesh was ad-
vised to be taken home 
without further treat-
ment. While being 
brought back, he died 
around 9:30am Sunday. 
His last rites were per-
formed in the village, 
while Jogendra’s crema-
tion took place in Burla 
after post-mortem.

News of the two 
deaths has cast a pall of 
gloom over the village, 
with fear spreading 
among residents. Vil-
lagers have demanded 
proper attention to en-
sure the recovery of the 
remaining injured.

Two, including para-athlete 
Jogendra, die in dog attack
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threatening her 
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Bhubaneswar, August 
10: Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi Sunday un-
veiled plans to transform 
Cuttack, Rourkela, Sam-
balpur, and Berhampur 
into digital hubs, aiming 
to position the state as a 
leading innovation des-
tination. The initiative 
is part of Vision Odisha 
2036 and Developed India 
2047.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral two-day National En-
trepreneurship Summit 
– TiECon Bhubaneswar 
2025, Majhi urged entre-
preneurs to partner in 
Odisha’s growth jour-
ney, citing the state’s 
strengths in Global Ca-
pability Centres (GCCs), 
chip design, blockchain, 
and AI research.

“Once you come here, 
it will feel like your sec-
ond home. Together, we 
can make Odisha the in-
dustrial capital of eastern 
India,” he said.

Organised by TiECon 
Bhubaneswar, in collab-
oration with the state 
government, the event 
brought together over 
500 delegates from India, 

Singapore, UAE, and Sri 
Lanka.

Highlighting Odisha’s 
pioneering AI initiatives, 
Electronics & IT, Health 
& Family Welfare Min-
ister Mukesh Mahaling 
said, “We are the fi rst 
state with our own AI 
Policy and have allocated 
Rs 25 crore for the Odisha 
AI Mission in the 2025–26 
budget.”

He also highlighted 
the Odisha Semiconduc-
tor Policy and the MoUs 
signed to establish a 
Fintech Centre in Bhu-
baneswar.

TiE Bhubaneswar pres-
ident AK Mohanty said, 
“This summit has show-
cased Odisha’s potential 
and laid the groundwork 
for global partnerships.”

The grand closing 
ceremony was graced 
by E&IT Principal 
Secretary Vishal Ku-
mar Dev, TiE Global 
chairman Murali Buk-
kapatnam, TiE Bhu-
baneswar president 
AK Mohanty, Jajpur 
MP Rabindra Narayan 
Behera, along with top 
industry leaders, glob-
al entrepreneurs, and 
government officials.

Odisha to develop four 
new digital hubs: CM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, August 10: 
Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan Sun-
day inaugurated Odisha’s 
fi rst seawater desalination 
plant in Ganjam district.

The plant, at Matikhal near 
Chhatarpur, will convert sea-
water into freshwater using 
reverse osmosis (RO). It has 
been developed by the Odisha 
Sands Complex (OSCOM), a 
unit of Indian Rare Earths 
Limited (IREL).

Around 4 lakh litres 
of water will be supplied 
from the plant every day, 
benefitting around 7,000 
people. PM Narendra Modi 
had launched the plant in 
March last year from Bhu-
baneswar.Pradhan said that 
with the operationalisation 
of the plant, the water prob-
lems of two seashore villag-
es will be solved.

“The villagers were facing 
drinking water problems due 
to the salinity in the ground-
water,” he said.

Odisha’s 1st desalination
plant unveiled in Ganjam



D
ol ka baadh,” Jaipur’s 
naturally grown for-
est reserve of some 
105 acres that has 

taken root and thrived over 
the last three decades or there-
abouts is the focus of a new bat-
tle that is receiving national 
attention. The fate of the pink 
city’s last green lung now lies 
between the rising crescendo of 
a movement trying to protect 
it and bulldozers determined 
to fl atten it for structures that 
will include a mall, a fi ntech 
park and residential buildings. 

The structures are part of a 
large-scale commercial project 
that is essential for economic 
growth and job creation, ar-
gues the State represented 
by the Rajasthan Industrial 
Development and Investment 
Corporation (RIICO). Oppo-
nents say these structures can 
be put up elsewhere and should 
not remove or in any manner 
disturb the forest that is home 
to 2,400 trees, over 80 bird spe-
cies (some of them endangered, 
many migratory), and native 
wildlife including nilgai, por-
cupine, mongoose, snakes, 
peacocks and a wide variety 
of unusual butterfl ies.

The movement to preserve 
what is a rare gem of nature 
in the heart of an urban cen-
tre has echoes in other move-
ments that have risen from the 
grassroots to resist top down, 
environment-unfriendly devel-
opment agenda in other parts 
of the country. In that sense, 
the movement in Jaipur has 
echoes of prolonged efforts to 
save the Aarey forest in Mum-
bai which has had to make 
space for a metro rail car shed, 
or protests against the planned 
cycle walk through Jahan-
panah forest in South Delhi 
or the case of the Khalanga 
Reserve Forest in Dehradun, 

which is threatened by a wa-
ter reservoir project that would 
require cutting approximately 
2,000 Sal trees.

Urban forests provide a 
range of valuable ecosystem 
services, including carbon se-
questration, improved air and 
water quality, and reduced 
noise pollution. In Mumbai, 
for example, anyone who vis-
ited Aarey before many trees 
were cut down noticed a clear 
drop in temperature all year 
round; the cooler and cleaner 
air drew thousands to the area 
just to breathe better and get 
away from the rush of the ‘Ur-
bs Prima in Indis’.  

Far away from Jaipur, the 
city of Kochi is experiencing 
fl ooding and extreme heat 
risks. The increasing heat 
stress comes from the city’s 
dwindling tree cover caused by 
unplanned urban expansion. 
Kochi’s susceptibility to these 
hazards is also on account of its 
dense population, coastal geog-
raphy and limited adaptive ca-
pacity. Estimates from satellite 
data refl ect that approximately 
31% of the city's population is 
exposed to temperatures above 
30 degrees Celsius and about 

26% lives within fl ood plains. 
Local authorities and leaders 
are seeking a larger role for 
forests in the city’s new disas-
ter management and climate 
change adaptation plan. The 
Kochi Municipal Corporation 
is now working with local com-
munity-based organisations 
like Kudumbashree, a Kerala 
State’s women-led poverty 
eradication mission, and oth-
er groups like Cities4Forests 
to promote planting trees and 
reactivating forestry. Kochi, 
Mumbai and Bangalore are 3 
Indian metros that have joined 
Cities4Forests, a global alli-
ance that helps cities around 
the world better conserve, 
manage and restore nature.

Nagrika, an organisation 
looking at urban governance 
and development, has ex-
plored the issue of urban tree 
cover loss and highlighted the 
importance of urban forestry 
for low-carbon cities. The chal-
lenges and benefi ts of urban 
forestry are a complex system 
but there is no getting away 
from the well accepted and 
evidence-based view that loss 
of tree cover can exacerbate 
urban heat islands, as seen in 

the case of Kochi. 
Many people don’t associate 

cities with trees, and don't fi g-
ure that urban areas are depen-
dent on healthy forests. Trees 
within cities reduce heat, re-
charge the soil and water and 
provide spaces for recreation. 
Nearby trees in watersheds 
around cities fi lter drinking 
water and help prevent fl ood-
ing and landslides.

The grassroots movements 
taking shape, like the one in 
Jaipur, tell us the issues of the 
environment are issues for 
ordinary people. Ordinary cit-
izens, particularly the youth, 
are increasingly tending to 
stand up for the rights of na-
ture, for their own rights to 
breathe clean air and live with 
nature around them, even in 
urban landscapes. They are 
also sensitive to the long-term 
impacts of climate change and 
are willing to put in the effort 
to stand up and resist develop-
ment that hurts the environ-
ment.

This is an important so-
cio-political change that must 
not be missed. It in fact builds 
on the ethos of India and its tra-
ditions, which show reverence 
and respect for nature, with 
every mountain and river often 
recognised as a place for prayer 
or a space for quiet contem-
plation. Reverence for nature 
comes to this land from the Isho 
Upanishad: Isha vasyam idam 
sarvam yat kincha jagatyam 
jagat, Tena tyaktena bhunjitha 
ma gridhah kasyasvid dhanam, 
which loosely translated means 
“All that is on Earth is envel-
oped by the Lord. Enjoy by re-
nunciation…”

The writer is the 
Managing Editor of 

The Billion Press. 
 ©THE BILLION PRESS

Almost two years into the war in Gaza, the Israeli security cabinet 
has approved yet another military escalation -- a proposed take-
over of Gaza City. This move, spearheaded by Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu, aims to achieve fi ve objectives: disarming Hamas, 
securing the return of all hostages, demilitarizing Gaza, ensuring Israeli 
security control in the region, and establishing a civil administration 
that is independent of both Hamas and the Palestinian Authority.

However, the move seems to refl ect more of Netanyahu’s domestic 
political strategy than a coherent military plan. The decision was made 
despite strong opposition and serious warnings from Israeli military 
leaders, who cautioned that it could exacerbate the humanitarian crisis 
and keep Israel in perpetual war.

Nevertheless, Netanyahu has advanced his plan, which offers him an 
unspoken advantage: it buys him time to secure his political position. 
For his current Far-Right coalition partners, this means extending the 
confl ict. Time and again, his allies, Itamar Ben Gvir and Bezalel Smo-
trich, have obstructed ceasefi re negotiations, threatening to destabilise 
his government if the war were to conclude. Yet, Netanyahu’s strategy 
to encircle Gaza City does not fully meet the demands of his coalition 
partners. In fact, Ben Gvir and Smotrich are advocating for a complete 
occupation of the region, not just Gaza City, as a preliminary step to-
ward rebuilding Jewish settlements in Gaza and ultimately annexing 
the area. 

The military concerns refl ect a widespread sentiment among the 
Israeli public. Numerous opinion polls indicate that a majority of Is-
raelis favour a ceasefi re that would secure the return of the remaining 
hostages, numbering about 50, and bring an end to the confl ict. Analysts 
and political opponents argue that Netanyahu’s current decision-mak-
ing is out of touch with both military counsel and public opinion. It is, 
instead, driven by the urgent need for his political survival.

Netanyahu’s plan for a takeover of Gaza also places him and Israel 
in a position of unprecedented international isolation. Although US 
President Donald Trump’s administration has provided him with 
considerable leeway in the Gaza confl ict, the escalating famine and 
humanitarian crisis have eroded global support for Israel’s actions. 
The repercussions of the latest cabinet decision were swift and clear: 
Germany—Israel’s second most crucial strategic ally after the United 
States—announced it would suspend some military exports to Israel, 
potentially prompting other European Union nations to further dimin-
ish their relations with the country.

Despite receiving support from the United States, Israel is grappling 
with a signifi cant crisis in international credibility, which may take 
a long time to overcome. A recent Pew poll indicates that global per-
ceptions of Israel are now more negative than positive. In early 2025, 
a majority of respondents from countries like the Netherlands (78 per 
cent), Japan (79 per cent), Spain (75 per cent), Australia (74 per cent), 
Turkey (93 per cent), and Sweden (75 per cent) expressed an unfavour-
able opinion of Israel.

The Israeli military intervention since the 7 October 2023 Hamas at-
tack has so far claimed the lives of over 60,000 Palestinians. As images of 
starving children in Gaza have fl ooded the news in recent weeks, many 
of Israel’s allies in the Western world are reaching a breaking point 
with its policies. In a signifi cant shift in the global sentiment, France 
has announced plans to recognise Palestinian statehood, prompting 
the United Kingdom and Canada to pledge similar actions. Germany 
has also initiated steps toward recognition, while Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese has suggested that his country’s acknowl-
edgment of Palestine is imminent. Additionally, Spain and Sweden have 
called for the suspension of the European Union’s trade agreement 
with Israel, and the Netherlands has offi cially designated Israel as a 
“security threat,” citing efforts to sway public opinion in the country.

A takeover of Gaza escalates the fi ght with Hamas without any way 
of ending it. While twenty months of attacks have severely weakened 
Hamas, the group’s capacity to mount a limited insurgency remains. 
And, insurgencies are hard to defeat, as the US learned it the hard way 
in Vietnam and Iraq. Perpetual wars leave everyone worse off.
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Perpetual War

SPECTRUM TARIFFS

Indian stocks see `5-trillion wipeout

Chance for peace
Sir,  This refers to “Zelenskyy rejects land concessions,” 
Orissa POST, August 10. Close on the heels of the an-
nouncement that US President Donald Trump and Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin will meet in Alaska on 
15 August, a ray of hope has emerged for ending the 
over three-year-long Russia-Ukraine war. However, 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has upped 
the ante over negotiations, signalling a tough stance in 
the lead-up to the talks. The confl ict, now well into its 
fourth year, has taken a staggering toll. The world sim-
ply cannot endure wars of such magnitude. In today’s 
interconnected global order, the destruction unleashed 
by armed confl icts ripples far beyond the immediate 
battleground—triggering food shortages, energy crises, 
and geopolitical instability. The Alaska summit could 
be the critical turning point, provided all parties prior-
itise peace over political posturing. This is the moment 
for courage, statesmanship, and compromise—to end 
the bloodshed and prove that dialogue remains the most 
powerful weapon in the modern world..  

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Peace in the storm, calm 
in the effort, joy in the 

surrender, a luminous faith, and 
you will become aware of the 
Lord’s constant presence

 THE MOTHER SAVING THE LAST LUNG
URBAN FORESTS

Amid US President Don-
ald Trump’s 50% tariff 
assault, most Indians 

ignored the severe slide in 
the stock market since 7 April, 
repeated with Operation Sin-
door on 7 May, and peaking 
on 8 August for unimpressive 
earnings, stretched valuations 
and large foreign capital (FPI) 
outfl ows in between April and 
early August.

The Sensex has been in a 
bear hug for the last six con-
secutive weeks. The market is 
shaken by Trump’s statement 
on putting off talks until the 
tariff dispute is resolved. On 
8 August, Sensex crashed 847 
points, or 1.05%, to hit an in-
traday low of 79,775.84. The 
Nifty also dropped by 1.05% to 
hit the day’s low of 24,337.50. 
Broader markets underper-
formed. The BSE Midcap 
index lost 1.56%, while the 
Smallcap index lost 1.03%. The 
overall market capitalisation 
of BSE-listed fi rms dropped to 
`440 lakh crore from `445 lakh 
crore in the previous session. 
Thus, the massive across-seg-
ments sell-off made investors 
poorer by about `5 lakh crore 
in a single session, as per mar-
ket estimates.

Foreign investors had put 
in `14,590 crore in the coun-
try’s equity market in June, 
marking the third straight 

month of investment, sup-
ported by improving global 
liquidity conditions, easing 
geopolitical tensions, and a 
rate cut by the RBI. Howev-
er, FPIs turned net sellers 
in July and pulled out `1,421 
crore, in the fi rst week of July 
itself, data with the deposito-
ries showed. FPIs made a to-
tal outfl ow of `17,741 crore in 
the whole of July, marking a 
shift after three consecutive 
months of infl ows, according 
to data released by NSDL.

Since the US tariff announce-
ment on 2 April, the total mar-
ket value of all NSE-listed 
companies has fallen by $280 
billion. “In the current sce-
nario of US tariff uncertainty, 
Indian markets will struggle 
a bit more,” says Mahesh Pa-
til, chief investment offi cer at 
Aditya Birla Sun Life Asset 
Management Company. Data 
from NSDL suggests sold equi-
ties worth `1.12 lakh crore in 
February, and outfl ows contin-
ued at `30,015 crore in March. 
The trend has persisted since 
last year. With the tariff war, 
this situation has aggravated 
further.

Although the situation is of-
ten linked to actions taken by 
Trump, other factors too are 
involved. India, facing signif-
icant domestic consequences 
in its political sphere, has 

declined two major requests 
from the US: allowing free 
entry of farm goods and dairy 
products into the country. 
The government has main-
tained its position against 
permitting genetically modi-
fi ed food products. Domestic 
protests regarding US farm 
imports have contributed to 
this refusal. India has not 
opened its agricultural mar-
kets to US grains, fruit, dairy, 
or fi sh.

Agriculture sustains about 
54% of India’s population and 
at least 46% of labour. But 
farming household earnings 
are poor at `13,661 per month, 
on average. Agricultural farm 
income is just `4,476. The rest 
is oncome from other work. It 
would be imprudent to throw 
small farmers against highly 
mechanised farms of America. 
With crucial Bihar elections 
approaching, India’s large 
farm-dependent population 
faces rising input costs and 
infl ation that outpaces crop 
earnings, despite higher min-
imum support prices. This 
has signifi cant political and 
economic implications. High 
agricultural employment 
highlights industry strug-
gles to create suffi cient jobs 
or provide adequate wages 
and conditions.

Increased fi nancial market 

volatility and potential disrup-
tions in manufacturing and 
supply chains could further 
impact the economy. The eco-
nomic turbulence is tied to a 
complex US-China-India-Rus-
sia dynamic. Possible turning 
points include a Trump–Vlad-
imir Putin meeting, bilateral 
India–China or India–Russia 
summits, or a QUAD gathering 
hosted by India.

Meanwhile, doubts linger 
over whether the WTO can be 
revived or if it is sliding into 
irrelevance like the League 
of Nations before WW-II. In-
dia’s moral stance in resisting 
Trump’s tariff terms is clear, 
but the negotiation endgame 
remains uncertain. The an-
swers are as complex. Even 
the smallest solution could 
change the tack. It is a crit-
ical phase. India is morally 
correct in stalling the Trump 
tariff negotiations. But that 
cannot be the end.

While India is projected to 
be a leading global growth 
engine in 2025, it faces head-
winds from a slowing global 
economy and potential trade 
disruptions. The country’s 
ability to manage these 
challenges and maintain its 
growth trajectory will be cru-
cial for its long-term economic 
health. 
 INFA

Urban forests provide a range of valuable 
ecosystem services, including carbon 
sequestration, improved air and water 

quality, and reduced noise pollution 

MANY PEOPLE 
DON’T 

ASSOCIATE 
CITIES WITH 
TREES, AND 

DON'T FIGURE 
THAT URBAN 

AREAS ARE 
DEPENDENT 

ON HEALTHY 
FORESTS

Lekha Rattanani

THE SENSEX 
HAS BEEN IN A 
BEAR HUG FOR 

THE LAST SIX 
CONSECUTIVE 

WEEKS

Shivaji Sarkar

WISDOM CORNER

What's money? A man is a success if he gets up in the 
morning and goes to bed at night and in between does what 
he wants to do  
 BOB DYLAN

Usually, people have a tendency to be caught in the worries 
concerning the future or in the regret concerning the past. 
There is some kind of energy that is pushing them to run, 
and they are not able to establish themselves in the present 
moment 
 THICH NHAT HANH

We're all going to die, all of us; what a circus! That alone should 
make us love each other, but it doesn't. We are terrorized and 
fl attened by trivialities. We are eaten up by nothing
  CHARLES BUKOWSKI

 
1948: The fi rst Olympic Games after the 1938 Berlin Olympics open 
in London. The next two games after Berlin, scheduled to be held in 
Tokyo and Helsinki were cancelled due to the Second World War. The 
fi rst Olympics to be broadcast on television, the London Olympics was 
popularly known at the time as the Austerity Games. This was because of 
the cutbacks the host nation had to do due to the post-war economy.

1956: Jackson Pollock killed in automobile accident. American painter 
Jackson Pollock, a leading exponent of Abstract Expressionism who 
received great fame and serious recognition for his radical poured, or 
“drip,” technique, died this day in 1956 in an automobile accident.

1960: Chad gains its independence from the French. The Central African 
country came under French rule in 1900 after the Battle of Kousséri. 
Francois Tombalbay became independent Chad's fi rst president.

1962: The Soviet Space Agency launches Vostok 3. The spacecraft was 
piloted by Andriyan Nikolayev, the fi rst cosmonaut to have orbited the 
Earth 64 times in 4 days.

Strategic challenges
Sir, India’s strategic doctrine of multi-alignment and autonomy 
refl ects a deliberate effort to navigate a multi-polar world with-
out being tethered to any single bloc. Rooted in its post-Indepen-
dence legacy of non-alignment, this evolved framework allows 
India to engage with major powers—including the US, Russia, 
China, and the Global South—on an issue-based, interest-driven 
basis. This approach positions India as a bridge-builder in global 
affairs, offering a third path between alignment and isolationism. 
However, maintaining this autonomy is increasingly challenging 
amid intensifying great power rivalries. The US–China strategic 
competition places India in a delicate position: while it deepens 
defence and technological ties with Washington, it remains wary 
of being drawn into containment strategies against Beijing. Simul-
taneously, India’s continued engagement with Russia—especially 
in energy and arms—has attracted scrutiny from the West. Border 
tensions with China and persistent friction with Pakistan further 
complicate India’s regional calculus, testing its ability to remain 
non-aligned while safeguarding national security. India's reliance 
on Russian oil, Middle Eastern energy, and Western technology 
creates leverage points that external powers can exploit.  

Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH

TIME FOR WEDDING

A police offi cer stopped a motorist 
who was speeding down Main 

Street.
"But offi cer," the man began, "I can 
explain."
"Just be quiet," snapped the offi cer. 
"I'm going to let you cool your heels 
in jail until the chief gets back."
"But, offi cer, I just wanted to say," 

"And I 
said to 

keep quiet! You're 
going to jail!"

A few hours later the offi cer looked 
in on his prisoner and said, "Lucky 
for you that the chief's at his 
daughter's wedding... He'll be in a 
good mood when he gets back."
"Don't count on it," answered the 
fellow in the cell. "I'm the groom."

 FOCUS

“



Dharitri and Orissa POST Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy, along with Manish Agarwal of Ajanta 
Advertisers, hands over a cheque of `50,000 and a trophy to IIT, Kharagpur, fi rst runner-up in the 

senior category, as quizmaster Ajay Poonia looks on

Quizzers of KIIT International School, Bhubaneswar, fi rst runner-up in the junior category of Mettle Meet 
2025, receiving a cheque of `50,000 and a trophy in presence of Dharitri and Orissa POST Editor Tathagata 
Satpathy and Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy at Hotel Swosti Premium in Bhubaneswar, Sunday
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IQ IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Quizzers of IIM, Calcutta, second runner-up in the senior category, receiving a cheque of `25,000 and a trophy  Participants from Loyola School, Bhubaneswar, second runner-up in junior category, receiving a cheque of `25,000 and a trophy 

Daily quiz winners pose for a photo op with Dharitri and Orissa POST Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy during the event
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BRUSH WITH BRILLIANCE

Dharitri and OrissaPOST Editor Tathagata Satpathy and Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy addressing
Mettle Meet 2025 Grand Finale

Quizmaster Ajay Poonia

Host Mansi Mishra

Dharitri and OrissaPOST Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy felicitates sponsors of the mega event Dignitaries and parents at the Grand Finale

Show of emotions

Winners from audience 



We have to 
make justice 
easy for the 

common people 
and reduce 
the distance 
between people 
and justice. Justice must be 
delivered beyond courtrooms

KIREN RIJIJU | UNION MINISTER

Now we 
have 33 
functional 

district and ses-
sion courts, and 
the Cabinet re-
cently approved 
eight more. Additionally, 463 
new posts have been created 
at the district level

PEMA KHANDU | ARUNACHAL CM
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ECO TASK FORCE PLANTS 6.5MN
SAPLINGS IN HIMACHAL PRADESH
The Ecological Task Force, constituted by the Himachal 
Pradesh Government for environmental conservation, 
has planted over 6.5 million saplings in the state, an 
offi cial said Sunday. Commanding Offi cer of 133 Eco 
Task Force, Colonel Deepak Kumar, said the force was 
not only contributing signifi cantly in the fi eld of 
ecology but is also playing an important role in relief 
and rehabilitation during disaster management

As Karnataka is the 
second-highest tax-paying 

state in the country, contributing 
about `4.5 lakh crore annually 
to the national exchequer, I 
request the Government of India 
to extend funding support to 
Bangalore on par with Delhi, 
enabling the city to emerge as 
a truly global metropolis
D K SHIVAKUMAR  | K’TAKA DY CM

Guns are 
required. If 
you don’t 

have a gun, how 
will you stay in 
South Sal-
mara-Mankachar 
and Bagbar? If you go there, 
you will understand

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

IMD forecasts ‘heavy 
rainfall’ in Telangana 
Hyderabad: The India 
Meteorological Department 
warned of “heavy rainfall” 
at isolated places in several 
Telangana districts till 
August 17. In its bulletin, IMD 
forecast “heavy rain” from 
Sunday to 8.30 am August 
17. It also warned of “heavy 
to very heavy rainfall” at 
isolated locations between 
8.30 am August 13 and 8.30 
am August 17. Thunderstorms 
accompanied by lightning 
and gusty winds (30-40 kmph) 
are also likely at isolated 
places across the state from 
1 pm Sunday until 8.30 am on 
August 13, it added.

HP: 3 students who 
went missing found
Shimla: Three Class-6 
students of a prestigious 
boys' boarding school in 
Shimla, who went missing 
Saturday, were found from 
the Kotkhai area of this 
Himachal Pradesh district, 
police said. The three boys -- 
Angad, Hitendra and Vidansh 
-- were found from a house in 
Kotkhai and one person has 
been arrested in connection 
with the matter, police said 
Sunday. Kotkhai is about 58 
km from Shimla city. The 
students are given days out 
on weekends. 

Three killed in 
road accident 
Seraikela: Three persons 
died after their motorcycle 
rammed into a stationary 
truck at Lakra Kocha in 
Jharkhand's Seraikela-
Kharswan district in the early 
hours of Sunday, a police 
offi cer said. The accident took 
place around 3.30 am when 
they were on their way to 
Jamshedpur from Chaibasa, 
he said. A police team took 
them to a nearby community 
health centre, where doctors 
declared them dead, SP 
Mukesh Kumar Lunayat said.

Kulgam anti-terror 
op enters 10th day
Srinagar: The anti-terror 
operation in Kulgam district 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
entered its 10th day Sunday 
as security forces tried 
to squeeze the cordon 
around the terrorists.   "The 
operation is still in progress. 
The security forces are trying 
to close in on the positions of 
the hiding ultras," an offi cial 
said.  He said the terrorists 
seem to be highly trained in 
jungle warfare and are taking 
advantage of dense foliage to 
evade detection by drones.  
Two Army soldiers have 
been killed while nine others 
have been injured since the 
encounter began August 1 in 
Akhal forest area of Kulgam 
This is the longest anti-terror 
operation in Kashmir valley in 
recent years.

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, August 10: After 
marking a humble beginning 
in the Indian space programme 
with a tiny rocket supplied by 
the United States, ISRO would 
launch a 6,500 kg communica-
tion satellite built by the US in 
the next couple of months, the 
chairman of the space agency, 
V Narayanan said Sunday.

Following the historic launch 
of NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aper-
ture Radar (NISAR) mission on-
board a GSLV-F16 rocket July 

30, ISRO would be launching 
another satellite for the United 
States, he said at an event near 
Chennai.

Narayanan, who is also the 
secretary of Department of 
Space, was presented with the 
honorary degree of Doctor of 
Science, by the Governor of Ma-
harashtra C P Radhakrishnan, 
during the 21st Convocation of 
SRM Institute of Science and 
Technology at Kattankulathur 
near Chennai. In his acceptance 
speech, Narayanan recalled 
that the ISRO was set up in 

1963 and the country was 6-7 
years behind advanced coun-
tries then. In the same year, 
a tiny rocket was donated by 
the United States marking the 
beginnings of the Indian Space 
Programme. “It was November 
21, 1963,” he said.

In 1975, through satellite data 
given by the US, ISRO demon-
strated ‘mass communication’ 
by keeping 2,400 television sets 
across 2,400 villages of 6 Indian 
states, he said.

“From that (kind of humble 
beginnings), the 30th of July 

was a historical day for the 
Indian space programme. We 
have launched the NISAR sat-
ellite.  The costliest satellite 
ever built in the world. The L 
Band SAR payload from the 
USA and S Band payload pro-
vided by ISRO. The satellite 
was placed in orbit precisely 
by Indian launcher (GSLV). 
And today, we are shoulder to 
shoulder with advanced coun-
tries,” Narayanan remarked.

He noted that the team from 
the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) 
lauded their counterparts in IS-
RO for the precision launch of 
the GSLV-F16/NISAR Mission.

From a country which did 
not possess satellite technol-
ogy 50 years back, ISRO has, 
to date, launched 433 satellites 
of 34 countries using its own 
launch vehicles, he said.

Elucidating about the Indi-
an space programme, he said, 
“Today, there are 55 applica-
tions where ISRO has been 
contributing for the welfare of 
the country.”

Following the historic 
launch of NASA-ISRO 

Synthetic Aperture Radar 
(NISAR) mission 

onboard a GSLV-F16 
rocket July 30, ISRO 
would be launching 

another satellite for the 
United States, he said at 
an event near Chennai

ISRO to launch 6,500 kg US satellite

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Uttarkashi, August 10: A 
vital bridge was constructed 
in disaster-hit areas of Uttar-
kashi in Uttarakhand Sunday, 
with authorities focusing more 
on supplying relief materials to 
people  who have been stranded 
without essentials for over fi ve 
days now.

The sixth day of rescue oper-
ations to evacuate the strand-
ed and fi nd the missing was 
delayed till 10 am on Sunday 
due to bad weather. By 3 pm, 
177 people were airlifted from 
disaster-hit areas by deploying 
helicopters. Around 1,200 peo-
ple have been rescued so far.

The district administration 
has confi rmed four deaths in 
the tragedy, the recovery of 
two bodies and 49 people miss-
ing since the disaster.

Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami chaired a meeting 
at the State Emergency Oper-
ation Centre in Dehradun to 
review relief and rescue opera-

tions in disaster-affected areas.
A 90-feet Bailey bridge was 

constructed along the Gangotri 
National Highway to restore 
connectivity between Gangnani 
and Harshil, offi cials said.

A Bailey bridge is a kind of 
modular bridge that can be 
quickly assembled with pre-
built parts.

Personnel of the Indian Ar-
my and the Border Roads Or-
ganisation (BRO) constructed 
the bridge in a day despite fac-
ing bad weather, engineers at 
the site said.

An alternate route was also 
created on the Harshil-Dharali 
road, a long stretch of which 
was damaged by the raging 
waters of the fl oods, so that re-
lief materials could be sent to 
affected areas.

Home Secretary Shailesh 
Bagauli directed authorities 
to supply 2,000 litres of diesel 
per day to Dharali and ensure 
that LPG cylinders are given to 
the affected.

Horses and mules are also 

being used to transport essen-
tial supplies until roads are re-
paired and become operational, 
he said.

Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami fl agged off nearly 
half a dozen vehicles carrying 
disaster relief material from his 
camp offi ce in Dehradun for the 
affected people in Dharali.

Dispatched by Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, under a CSR 
initiative, for relief and reha-
bilitation in Dharali, the raw 
rations, including fl our, rice, 
pulses, spices, edible oil and 
essential items of daily use like 
toothpaste, bathing and wash-
ing soaps, are suffi cient for 10 
to 12 days.

Clothes, blankets and shoes 
were also part of the relief 
materials sent to the affected 
people.

Blockages along the highway 
at Songad, Dabrani, Harsil and 
Dharali due to erosion by the 
Bhagirathi river or landslide 
debris are also being cleared 
on a war footing, offi cials said.

Medical teams, including 
specialist doctors, are sta-
tioned in the disaster-affected 
area to continuously provide 
their services.

A large amount of food and 
relief material was sent to the 
Harsil helipad from the Matli 
helipad for the affected people 
in helicopters.

The helicopters have made 
more than 260 sorties since the 
start of rescue operations on 
August 7. Eight helicopters are 
being operated from the Matli 
helipad. Apart from them, Chi-
nook, Mi-17, ALH-1 and Chee-
tah helicopters of the Army are 
also providing support in the 
airlifting operation from the 
Chinyalisaur airstrip.

The SDRF is also preparing 
to deploy its divers with rafts 
to aid the ongoing search oper-
ations, offi cials said. Rescuers 
are checking before and after 
photos of certain sites where 
people were last seen and car-
rying out digging.

A satellite communication 
hub was set up in Dharali vil-
lage, which has lost mobile 
connectivity since Tuesday, 
offi cials said.

Flying of drones was com-
pletely banned by the admin-
istration in Dharali, Harsil, 
Matli, Uttarkashi and Chin-
yalisaur as they could cause 
obstructions to the helicopters 
engaged in relief and rescue 
operations. Power supply was 
restored in Harsil valley Sun-
day as the entire power infra-
structure, including electricity 
poles, wires, transformers and 
sub-stations, in the area was 
destroyed in the fl oods.

Men pull afl oat cooking gas cylinders through an area inundated with water of the swollen Hooghly river, at 
Santipur block area in Nadia, West Bengal  PTI PHOTO

Rescuers have 
intensifi ed searches to 

trace the missing persons 
and have deployed sniffer 
and cadaver dogs as well 

as thermal imaging 
cameras to locate them 
after a devastating fl ash 

fl oods and mudslides 
buried half of Dharali 

village and nearby areas 
in Uttarkashi Tuesday

Bridge built to restore connectivity
UTTARKASHI FLOODS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, August 10: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi Sun-
day said India is moving fast 
towards becoming the third 
major economy in the world.

The Prime Minister's com-
ments come days after US Pres-
ident Donald Trump's "India 
a dead economy," jibe. In his 
address after laying the foun-
dation stone for Bangalore Met-
ro Phase-3 project here, worth 
over `15,610 crore, the prime 
minister said Operation Sin-
door demonstrated the capabil-
ity to destroy terrorist hideouts 
deep across the border.

It showed the strength to 
bring Pakistan, that defend-
ed the terrorists, to its knees 
within hours and the world wit-
nessed this new face of India. 
He attributed the operation's 
success to the power of technol-
ogy and the strength of 'Make 
in India' in the defence sector.

The PM also fl agged off 3 
Vande Bharat Express trains 
and inaugurated the Metro Rail 
Yellow line, worth about `7,160 
crore. The launch of projects 
also triggered a fi ght for credit 
with Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah stating that the 
state has been spending more 

than the Centre on Bengaluru's 
metro network, "even though 
the project is meant to be joint-
ly funded."

Deputy Chief Minister D K 
Shivakumar said the Centre 
"has very little role in the Ben-
galuru Metro Rail project" as 80 
to 90 per cent of the project cost 
was borne by the state govern-
ment. "Centre has fully neglect-
ed Karnataka, but to respect 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, we requested him to inau-
gurate the Metro Yellow Line,” 
Shivakumar said. Karnataka 
Rural Development Minister 
Priyank Kharge criticised the 
BJP for "hijacking" the credit 
for Yellow Line. Countering 
the allegations, Union Railway 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said 
the railway budget for Karnataka 
has risen from `835 crore before 
2014 to `7,500 crore after Naren-
dra Modi became Prime Minister. 
In his address, the prime minis-
ter, outlining the growth across 
sectors, said such achievements 
strengthened the resolve of Aat-
manirbhar Bharat. Further, the 
PM said the next big priority 
should be becoming self-reliant 
in technology. 

India fastest growing 
economy in world: PM

The PM fl agged off 3 
Vande Bharat Express 
trains and inaugurated 
the Metro Rail Yellow 

line, worth about 
`7,160 crore

WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

34.2° 35.2°
25.5° 24.8°
81% 80%

9.4MM NIL

FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky 
with one or two 
spells of rain or 
thundershower

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 10: The 
Karnataka chief electoral offi -
cer Sunday issued a notice to 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
asking him to share documents 
based on which he had alleged 
that a woman voted twice.

Soon after the notice was 
issued to the Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha, the 
Election Commission once 
again asked him to either sign 
a declaration to substantiate 
his allegations of 

vote theft in Karnataka, 
Haryana and Maharashtra or 
apologise to the nation for mak-
ing “absurd” allegations.

Karnataka’s top poll offi cer 
told Gandhi that the documents 
will help his offi ce carry out a 
detailed inquiry. Gandhi had 
shown the documents at a press 
conference in the national cap-
ital last week.

"You have also stated that 
as per the records given by the 
polling offi cer, Smt Shakun 
Rani had voted twice... On 
inquiry, Smt Sakun Rani has 

stated that she has voted only 
once and not twice, as alleged 
by you," the notice read.

A preliminary inquiry con-
ducted by the CEO's offi ce also 
revealed that the tick-marked 
document shown by the Con-
gress leader in the presentation 
was not issued by the polling 
offi cer, the letter said. "There-
fore, you are kindly requested 
to provide the relevant docu-
ments on the basis of which 
you have concluded that Smt 
Shakun Rani or anyone else has 
voted twice, so that a detailed 
inquiry can be undertaken by 
this offi ce," the notice stated.

Responding to the notice is-
sued by its CEO, the EC said, 
"Rahul Gandhi still has time to 
give a declaration on the fi rst 
letter of CEO Karnataka or 
apologise to the country."

Speeding Thar mows 
down pedestrians; kills 1
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 10: A pedes-
trian was killed and another is 
battling for life after an allegedly 
speeding Thar mowed them down 
near the 11 Murti landmark in the 
Chanakyapuri area here 

Sunday morning, police said.
Both were rushed to the AIIMS 

Trauma Centre, where one was 
declared brought dead, police 
said. The other is undergoing 
treatment.

The victims are yet to be 
identifi ed. According to an of-
fi cer, a white Mahindra Thar 
Roxx coming from the direc-
tion of Dhaula Kuan went off 
the road and onto the footpath, 
where it hit the two men.

Police seized the car and found 
in it a bottle of whisky, with 
about a fi fth of the liquor still 
left, according to visuals.

The driver was identifi ed as 
one Ashish, a resident of east Del-
hi's Shakarpur, who was return-
ing home from Dhaula Kuan. The 
Uttar Pradesh registered car 
does not belong to him, but to a 
friend named Ankit, a resident 
of Ghaziabad, police said. A po-
lice source said the vehicle was 
travelling at a high speed and 
dragged the two men for a few 
metres before coming to a halt.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 10: Vet-
eran Congress leader Anand 
Sharma resigned as the chair-
man of the party's foreign af-
fairs department on Sunday to 
help in its reconstitution and 
enable bringing in younger 
leaders.

The former Union minister 
led the department for around 
a decade, as the National Com-
mittee of the Department of 

Foreign Affairs was last con-
stituted in 2018.

"As I have conveyed earli-
er, both to CP and Chairper-
son CPP, in my considered 
view, the committee needs to 
be reconstituted to bring in 
younger leaders of potential 
and promise. That will ensure 
continuity in its functioning. 
"Expressing my gratitude to 
the party leadership for hav-
ing entrusted me with this re-
sponsibility, I am submitting 

my resignation as Chairman 
DFA (Department of Foreign 
Affairs) to facilitate its recon-
stitution," Sharma said in his 
resignation letter addressed to 
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge.

Sharma, a member of the 
Congress Working Commit-
tee (CWC), the highest deci-
sion-making body in the par-
ty, has been the Congress's 
leading face on international 
affairs for almost four decades.

Anand Sharma quits as chairman of Cong’s foreign affairs dept

‘VOTE CHORI’ CLAIM 

Karnataka CEO issues 
notice to Rahul Gandhi

J Karnataka’s top poll offi cer told 
Gandhi that the documents will 
help his offi ce carry out a detailed 
inquiry

J Rahul Gandhi had shown the 
documents at a press conference in 
the national capital last week



Last 10 years:-
India's M2 money 
supply CAGR= 
14.2%
US M2 money 
supply CAGR= 
4.5%

India's stock market returns= 
10.2%
US's stock market returns (S&P 
500)= 10.2%
In simple terms: what does this 
mean? 
- Our liquidity has gone up 
dramatically after every crisis 
- We are deeply levered. Despite 
taking massive debt-- growth is not 
accelerating. 
- Therefore: foreign investors 
are not betting big on the Indian 
market (FII outfl ow and poor 
returns are a proof)
In the long-term everything goes 
up, including all of us. 
But, doing blind investing 
on stories is not a sound 
investing strategy. Study data 
independently. And make your 
decisions
 @Akshat_World
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K’TAKA MONSOON SESSION
The monsoon session of Karnataka legis-
lature is scheduled to begin on Monday, 
with the ruling Congress and opposition 
BJP-JD(S) alliance expected to lock horns 
on a number of issues. The opposition is 
expected to corner the government on 
several key issues, including its “misrule” 
and lack of funding for development

The state government is 
making concerted efforts 
to realise the dreams of 
martyrs to ensure that 
the fruits of freedom 
are percolating to every 
household
BHAGWANT MANN | PUNJAB CM

IED found in 
J’khand forest
Chaibasa: An IED was found 
in a forest in Jharkhand's West 
Singhbhum district Sunday, 
police said. The IED, weighing 
5 kg, is suspected to have been 
planted by Maoists to target 
security forces, they said. The 
IED was found in the Saranda 
forest in the Jaraikela police 
station area, they added. 

Woman duped 
of `3.09 crore 
Mangaluru: A retired woman 
here lost Rs 3.09 crore to 
cybercriminals in a ‘digital arrest' 
scam, police said Sunday. The 
victim, identifi ed as Leni Prabhu, 
fi led a complaint with the Cyber 
Economic and Narcotics (CEN) 
police station after receiving 
a missed call January 15 from 
an unknown number. When 
she returned the call, a woman 
posing as a General Post Offi ce 
offi cial told her that a parcel 
sent in her name to China had 
been intercepted, containing 150 
grams of MDMA. 

2 killed in road mishap
Ranchi: Two persons were killed 
and several injured after being 
hit by a four-wheeler in Ranchi 
Sunday evening, police said. The 
accident happened near the state 
BJP offi ce on Harmu Road in the 
Argora police station area, they 
said. "At least two people were 
killed on the spot. Several others 
have been injured," a police 
offi cer said. 

Sharad Pawar 
said some 
people met 

him before the 
polls. The same set 
of people also met 
Uddhav Thackeray 
during the Lok Sabha (polls). We 
told them we believe in democracy 
and will win the Lok Sabha polls 
for sure, looking at the atmosphere 
in the country

SANJAY RAUT |  SENA (UBT) MP

Sanatan 
Dharma has 
followed the 

path of love, truth, 
and non-violence, 
and based on these 
principles, the 
Constitution has given equal rights 
to every citizen. Christianity, Islam 
and many other faiths came here

DIGVIJAYA SINGH | SENIOR CONG LEADER

In 2016, we 
were prom-
ised that 

terrorism would 
end after demone-
tisation. Do not go 
by their promises... 
they do not know how to run the 
government. They only know the 
jugglery of words

PAWAN KHERA | CONG LEADER

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, August 10: Sever-
al former separatist leaders in 
Jammu and Kashmir are now 
publicly renouncing their past 
affi liations and pledging alle-
giance to India, a trend that 
marks a signifi cant reversal in 
their stand from the early 1990s, 
when they often disassociated 
from the government under du-
ress from terrorists.

This shift began earlier this 
year, with more than 15 people 
submitting sworn affi davits 
and placing public advertise-
ments in newspapers to declare 
their commitment to India and 
its Constitution.

“We do get many applica-
tions from erstwhile separat-
ists, and everyone is evaluated 
based on their involvement in 
anti-national activities,” a se-

nior offi cial said on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

He added that if the separat-
ist is involved in a “heinous 
crime, we allow the law to take 
its own course.” 

Among the key leaders who 
have pledged to the Constitu-

tion include DPM's Mohammad 
Shafi  Reshi, a former close aide 
of late Syed Ali Geelani and 
Shahid Saleem, chairman of the 
Jammu and Kashmir People’s 
Movement.

Neelofer Akbar Bhat, the 
spouse of Jammu and Kashmir 

Salvation Movement patron 
Zaffar Akbar Bhat, has made 
a public disassociation of her 
family with separatist conglom-
erate the All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference (APHC).

Similarly, Fareeda Behen-
ji, chairperson of the Jammu 
Kashmir Mass Movement, has 
also formally separated her-
self and her organisation from 
separatist groups, stating in 
an affi davit that they have no 
links to the APHC or any simi-
lar platforms.

Former Director General of 
Jammu and Kashmir police, 
Kuldeep Khoda, believes these 
developments are the result 
of a concerted effort to corner 
separatists.

“These separatists have fi nal-
ly understood the futility of be-
ing a caged parrot of Pakistan’s 
ISI,” Khoda said. “Better sense 

has prevailed upon them, and 
they don't want to be part of the 
violence and false propaganda 
being peddled from across the 
border,” he added.

The government, in line with 
its policy of “zero tolerance” to-
wards terrorism and secession-
ist activities, have proscribed 
a number of organisations 
under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) that 
included the Tehreek-e-Hur-
riyat (TeH), Muslim League 
Jammu Kashmir (Masarat 
Alam group), Jamaat-e-Islami, 
Jammu and Kashmir (JeI) and 
Muslim Conference headed by 
Abdul Gani Bhat.

Recently, Awami Action 
Committee (AAC), headed by 
Mirwaiz Umer Farooq and 
Jammu and Kashmir Ittihadul 
Muslimeen (JKIM), were pro-
hibited under the UAPA.

J&K separatist leaders join national mainstream
THIS SHIFT BEGAN EARLIER THIS YEAR, WITH MORE THAN 15 PEOPLE SUBMITTING SWORN AFFIDAVITS AND PLACING 

PUBLIC ADVERTISEMENTS IN NEWSPAPERS TO DECLARE THEIR COMMITMENT TO INDIA AND ITS CONSTITUTION

AGENCIES

Haridwar, August 10: Patan-
jali Yogpeeth has come forward 
to help the disaster hit Dharali 
region of Uttarkashi in Uttara-
khand. Under the leadership of 
Patanjali Yogpeeth head, Swa-
mi Ramdev and general secre-
tary, Acharya Balkrishan, Pa-
tanjali Foods MD, Rambharat 
dispatched three trucks full 
of relief materials for Dharali 
and appealed to the people of 
the country to come forward 
to help the people of Dharali in 
this hour of need.

Speaking on the occasion 
Swami Ramdev said that noth-
ing can be done for the lost lives 
in the disaster that hit Dharali 
but for the 500 families which 
were worst hit by the calamity, 
they were sending relief mate-
rials including tirpal, utensils, 
toothpaste, brushes, soaps etc.

He also said that the relief 
material will also be sent for 
the disaster victims as per the 
weather requirements.

Taking a dig at the multi-
national companies, Swami 
Ramdev said that these com-
panies earn from our people 
but in the hour of need they 
have never come forward to 
help our people.

He further said that America 
is threatening the world by tar-
iff and to counter it we should 
support the Aatm Nirbhar 
Bharat slogan of PM Modi.

“We should prefer coun-
try made things over the for-
eign materials so that our 
country becomes self dependent 
in all respects,” Swami Ramdev 
maintained.

On this occasion Acharya 
Balkrishan said on the day of 
Raksha Bandhan we should 
pledge to safeguard our sisters 
and other weaker sections of 
the society.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 10: The 
INDIA bloc will put up a joint 
candidate for the vice pres-
idential polls and Congress 
president Mallikarjun Kharge 
is reaching out to Opposition 
parties to explore names and 
reach a consensus on it, sources 
said Sunday.

They said that there was a 
strong feeling in the bloc that 
Opposition parties should not 
shy away from a contest to send 
a strong political message irre-
spective of the outcome.

Though there has not been 
any structured discussion on 
picking a candidate, backchan-
nel talks are on among INDIA 
bloc partners to deliberate on 
names of possible candidates 
with Kharge reaching out to 
Opposition parties for building 
a consensus.

There is consensus among 
parties that the INDIA bloc 
will put up a joint candidate 
for the vice presidential polls, 
Congress sources said.

However, a section in the 
Opposition camp believes that 
the INDIA bloc must decide 
their candidate after the BJP 
announces its pick.

This comes at a time of 
heightened unity among IN-
DIA bloc constituents who have 
vowed to fi ght against the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar and alleged 
poll rigging.

In a show of unity, top INDIA 
bloc leaders held a dinner meet-
ing at the residence of Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi Thursday 
and vowed to fi ght the elector-
al rolls' revision in Bihar as 
well as what they described as 
the "vote chori model" of the 
BJP-Election Commission.

This was the fi rst physical 
meeting of top leaders of the 
opposition bloc since they last 
met in June 2024, soon after 
the Lok Sabha elections at 
Congress chief Mallikarjun 
Kharge's residence.

Several leaders from 25 par-
ties were present at the meet-
ing, which included Kharge, 
Sonia Gandhi, NCP-SP chief 
Sharad Pawar, National 
Conference supremo Farooq 
Abdullah, PDP's Mehbooba 
Mufti, SP's Akhilesh Yadav, 
RJD's Tejashwi Yadav, TMC's 
Abhishek Banerjee, Shiv Sen-
a(UBT) chief Uddhav Thacker-
ay, DMK's Tiruchi Siva and T R 
Baalu, CPI(M)'s M A Baby, CPI's 
D Raja, CPI(ML)'s Dipankar 
Bhattacharya and MNM chief 
Kamal Haasan.

During the meeting, Gandhi 
gave a presentation on the "vote 
chori model" being allegedly 
perpetrated by the BJP through 
the Election Commission.

Congress general secretary 
(organisation) KC Venugopal 
termed the meeting as one of 
the "most successful". Asked 
whether the vice presidential 
election was also discussed, he 
had said, "There wasn't much 
discussion on the vice presiden-
tial election... There are other 
occasions for it".

Kharge will also host a din-
ner for INDIA bloc MPs Mon-
day. In a sudden move, Jagdeep 
Dhankhar quit as vice presi-
dent on the evening of August 4 
citing medical reasons, though 
there have been consistent 
murmurs about other reasons 
behind his resignation.

The effective strength of both 
the Houses together is 781 and 
the winning candidate will re-
quire to win 391 votes in the 

election for the vice president, 
considering all eligible voters 
exercise their franchise. All 
members of Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha, including the 
nominated ones, vote in the 
vice presidential poll. The 
NDA seems to have the num-
bers on its side with a strength 
of around 422 members.

The Election Commission 
last Thursday issued a notifi -
cation for the September 9 vice 
presidential poll, kickstarting 
the exercise to elect Dhankhar's 
successor.

Rajya Sabha Secretary 
General P C Mody, the return-
ing offi cer for the election, 
received three nomination pa-
pers, which were rejected for 
not being in order.

According to the notifi -
cation, August 21 is the last 
date for fi ling nominations and 
the documents will be scru-
tinised August 22. The last date 
for the withdrawal of nomina-
tions is August 25.

According to constitutional 
provisions, in case of a mid-
term poll, the incumbent gets 
a full fi ve-year term. A person 
cannot be elected as the vice 
president unless he is a citi-
zen of India, has completed 35 
years of age and is qualifi ed for 
election as a member of Rajya 
Sabha.

A person is also not eligible 
if he holds any offi ce of profi t 
under the government of India 
or a state government or any 
subordinate local authority.

VP polls: INDIA bloc 
plans joint candidate

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 10: Air 
Chief Marshal A P Singh's as-
sertion that Indian Air Force 
downed a large Pakistani air-
craft from a distance of around 
300 km, refl ected its unprec-
edented air superiority that 
dealt a "huge" psychological 
blow to the adversary.

This is what military offi cials 
said while breaking down nu-
ances of the Air Chief Marshal's 
address in Bengaluru Saturday 
where he said India shot down 
fi ve Pakistani fi ghter jets and 
a large special mission aircraft 
during Operation Sindoor.

The IAF chief described the 
downing of either an ELINT 
(Electronic Intelligence) or 
AEW&C (Airborne Early 
Warning and Control) aircraft 
as the "largest-ever recorded 
surface-to-air kill" that we can 
talk about.

"It is signifi cant as there is no 
publicly available information 
of a surface-to-air missile bring-
ing down such an asset at a dis-
tance of 300 kms or beyond," 
said a senior military offi cial 
on condition of anonymity.

The strike dealt a massive 
psychological, strategic and 
tactical blow that will be diffi -
cult for Pakistan to overcome, 
explained another offi cial.

If it was an AEW&C aircraft, 
then the blow was much more 

signifi cant as every air force 
globally has a limited number 
of such aircraft. An AEW&C 
aircraft provides airspace sur-
veillance and early detection 
of airborne threats and plays 
a very important role in an air 
combat scenario. Pakistan is 
reported to have six to eight 
AEW&C aircraft.

"The kill showed we can 
reach every corner of Paki-
stan," he added while elaborat-
ing how induction of Russian 
S-400 air defence missile sys-
tems helped India enhance its 
air dominance.

This was not the case during 
the 2019 Balakot strikes as Paki-
stani jets came very close to the 
frontier and mounted a spirited 
offensive when they came for 
retaliation.

People had questioned India's 
air dominance capabilities, 
said a third offi cer.    
 Pakistan had briefl y captured 
Group Captain Abhinandan 
Varthaman after he downed an 
enemy jet during aerial combat 
over six years back.

Now, it is a different scenar-
io. The S-400 missile systems 
backed by superior air dom-
inance jets have brought in a 
different dimension to India's 
air power capabilities.

Russia has delivered three 
squadrons of the air defence 
missile system under a USD 
5.43 billion deal inked in 2018.

‘Downing of Pak special
mission aircraft during 
Op Sindoor signifi cant’

Patanjali Yogpeeth 
dispatches relief to
disaster hit Dharali

ED: Robert Vadra received `58crore in land deal case
NEW DELHI: Robert Vadra, the businessman husband of Congress MP Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, gave "evasive" replies during questioning in a 2008 "fraudulent" land 
deal in Shikohpur village of Haryana's Gurugram, and put the "entire onus" on his 
three deceased associates, the Enforcement Directorate has said in its chargesheet.   
The ED also alleged that in the alleged money laundering linked real estate transac-
tion, Robert Vadra exerted "undue infl uence" on Haryana government offi cials 
through former chief minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda.  

D K Parulkar, IAF veteran and  1971 war hero, dies
NEW DELHI/PUNE: Indian Air Force veteran Gp Capt D K Parulkar (retd), who led a daring 
escape from captivity in Pakistan during the 1971 war, has passed away, the IAF said Sunday. 
He died near Pune, Maharashtra, according to a senior offi cial. "Gp Capt DK Parulkar (Retd) 
VM, VSM — 1971 War hero, who led a daring escape from captivity in Pakistan, embodying 
unmatched courage, ingenuity & pride in the IAF — has left for his heavenly abode." 

Air India to upgrade avionics of Dreamliners
NEW DELHI: Air India Sunday said it will upgrade the avionics and other critical 
components of its 26 legacy B787-8 Dreamliner aircraft to reduce operational dis-
ruptions as well as improve overall reliability. In recent times, the airline has faced 
operational issues with some of its planes, including the Dreamliner. Air India's 
Dreamliners -- 26 legacy 787-8s and seven 787-9s -- had undergone checks, includ-
ing that of fuel switches, after the fatal crash of a London Gatwick-bound 787-8 
plane soon after take off from Ahmedabad that killed 260 people June 12. Under the 
USD 400 million fl eet retrofi t programme announced in December 2022, the Tata 
Group-owned airline has now started the retrofi t of the fi rst legacy Dreamliner, 
which was fl own to a Boeing facility in Victorville, California in July 2025.

SNIPPETS

A train passes by men playing chess near railway tracks, in Kolkata, West Bengal PTI PHOTO
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Patna, August 10: The Elec-
tion Commission Sunday is-
sued a notice to Bihar Deputy 
Chief Minister and senior BJP 
leader Vijay Kumar Sinha for 
allegedly possessing two voter 
cards and being registered as 
an elector at two places, offi-
cials said.

Earlier in the day, RJD 
leader Tejashwi Yadav al-
leged that the deputy CM has 
two voter ID cards and asked 
what action was taken against 
Sinha.

 “A notice has been served 
to Sinha for allegedly pos-
sessing two voter cards. He 
has been asked to respond to 
why he has two voter IDs,” an 
official said here.

Yadav, talking to reporters 
here in the morning, claimed, 
“Vijay Kumar Sinha is a voter 
from  two different assembly 
constituencies in two dis-
tricts. His name is there in the 
Lakhisarai Assembly constit-
uency in Lakhisarai and also 
in the Bankipur Assembly 
seat in Patna district.”

EC sends notice to Bihar
Dy CM for ‘possessing’  
2 voter cards: Offi cials
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NEPAL OPENS 97 REMOTE 
PEAKS FOR FREE CLIMBING
Nepal has opened nearly 100 peaks in its 
remote western region for free climbing 
to boost mountain tourism, according to 
offi cials. In a bid to attract climbers to 
less-visited areas, the Himalayan nation’s 
government has waived the royalty for 
97 peaks in Karnali and Sudurpashchim 
provinces for the next two years

The U.S. has the 
power to force 

Russia to negotiate seri-
ously. Any deal between 
the U.S. and Russia must 
have Ukraine and the EU 
included, for it is a matter 
of Ukraine’s and the whole 
of Europe’s security
KAJA KALLAS | 
EUROPEAN UNION FOREIGN POLICY CHIEF 

Pak lost Rs 4.1 bn after 
Indian airspace ban 
Islamabad: Pakistan’s airport 
body suffered a loss of Rs 4.1 
billion in over two months 
due to the closure of airspace 
for Indian airlines, according 
to offi cial data. Pakistan and 
India closed their respective 
airspaces for each other’s 
airlines following the deadly 
Pahalgam terrorist attack in 
Kashmir April 22, which killed 
26 people, mostly tourists. The 
airspace ban was extended 
after ties between the two 
countries deteriorated due to 
the four-day confl ict as India 
launched Operation Sindoor 
May 7 and destroyed terror 
infrastructure in territories 
controlled by Pakistan.

Chinese diplomat 
Liu Jianchao detained
Beijing: Liu Jianchao, a 
senior Chinese diplomat 
heading the foreign relations 
department of the ruling 
Communist Party, has been 
detained for questioning, the 
Wall Street Journal reported 
Sunday. The 61-year-old senior 
diplomat was taken away for 
questioning in late July after 
returning to Beijing from an 
overseas work trip, the paper 
reported, quoting people 
familiar with the matter. 
There is, however, no offi cial 
confi rmation of his detention 
yet. Liu, the Minister of the 
International Department 
of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC), is regarded as 
the potential future foreign 
minister and shares close ties 
with President Xi Jinping.

Magnitude 6.1 
quake hits Turkey
Istanbu: An earthquake 
of magnitude 6.1 struck 
western Turkey on Sunday, 
the country's AFAD disaster 
management authority said, 
while local media said the 
quake was felt across multiple 
provinces. AFAD said the quake 
occurred at around 7:53pm local 
time in the Balikesir province, 
near Turkey’s biggest city 
Istanbul, but there were no 
immediate reports of casualties 
or damage in any of the affected 
provinces. Local media reports 
that one building collapsed 
in the town of Sindirgi, the 
epicentre of the earthquake.

Haiti declares 3-month 
state of emergency 
San Juan: Haiti’s government 
announced Saturday that it is 
implementing a three-month 
state of emergency in the 
country’s central region as 
gang violence surges. The 
measure will cover Haiti’s 
West, Artibonite and Centre 
departments “to continue the 
fi ght against insecurity and 
respond to the agricultural 
and food crisis,” according to 
a government statement. 

Damascus 
signed 12 
agreements 

worth $14 billion, 
including a $4 
billion agreement 
with Qatar's UCC 
holding to build a new airport and 
a $2 billion deal to establish a 
subway in the Syrian capital with 
the United Arab Emirates' national 
investment corporation

ASAAD AL-SHIBANI | FOREIGN MINISTER, SYRIA

Ukraine's 
future cannot 
be decided 

without the Ukrai-
nians, who have 
been fi ghting for 
their freedom and 
security for over three years now

EMMANUEL MACRON | PRESIDENT, FRANCE

United States 
was working 
to schedule 

talks between 
Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and 
Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy

JD VANCE | VICE PRESIDENT, US

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Seoul, August 10: South 
Korea’s military shrank by 20% 
in the past six years to 450,000 
troops, largely due to a sharp 
drop in the population of males 
of enlistment age for manda-
tory service in the country with 
the world’s lowest birthrate, a 
report said Sunday.

The dramatic decline in the 
pool of available males for mil-
itary service is also causing a 
shortfall in the number of offi -
cers and could result in oper-
ational diffi culty if it continues, 
the defence ministry said 

in the report.
The report was made to the 

ruling Democratic Party mem-
ber of parliament Choo Mi-ae, 
whose offi ce released it.

South Korea’s military has 
steadily declined since the early 
2000s when it had about 690,000 
soldiers. The pace accelerated 
during the late 2010s and there 
were about 563,000 active-duty 
soldiers and offi cers in 2019.

North Korea is believed to 
have an active-duty military 
of about 1.2 million, according 
to the latest estimate by the de-
fence ministry in 2022.

In the period between 2019 

and 2025, the population of 
20-year-old males declined by 
30% to 230,000, according to 
government data, the age when 

most men who pass a physical 
exam enlist for military service, 
which is now 18 months long.

The military has cited im-

proved capabilities as a key 
reason for shortening service 
periods, made possible by a mil-
itary alliance with the United 
States and the development of 
a defence industry that has be-
come a major exporter of arms.

Able-bodied men served 36 
months in 1953 when the Korean 
War ended in an armistice.

South Korea’s defence 
budget, at more than 61 tril-
lion won ($43.9 billion) in 2025, 
is larger than the estimated size 
of North Korea’s economy.

Still, the military is 50,000 
troops short of the number 
of troops adequate for main-

taining defence readiness, 
the ministry said. About 
21,000 of the shortfall is in 
the non-commissioned officer 
ranks, it said.

South Korea is one of the 
world’s fastest ageing soci-
eties and has the lowest fertil-
ity rate in the world at 0.75 in 
2024, which signifi es the aver-
age number of babies a woman 
is expected to have during her 
reproductive life.

Its population, which hit a 
peak of 51.8 million in 2020, is 
expected to shrink to 36.2 mil-
lion by 2072, according to a gov-
ernment projection.

SK’s military shrinks by 20% in 6 years as male population drops
The dramatic decline in the pool of available males for military service is also causing a shortfall in the number of offi cers 

and could result in operational diffi culty if it continues, the defence ministry said in the report

REUTERS

Kyiv, August 10: Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelens-
kiy thanked European leaders 
Sunday for backing his demand 
for a seat at the table as Russia 
and the United States prepare 
for a summit this week where 
Kyiv fears they could seek to 
dictate terms to it for ending 
the 3-1/2-year war.

US President Donald Trump, 
who for weeks had been threat-
ening new sanctions against 
Russia for failing to halt the 
confl ict, announced instead 
last Friday that he would hold 
an August 15 summit with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
in Alaska.

A White House offi cial said 
Saturday that Trump was open 
to Zelenskiy attending, but that 
preparations currently were for 
a bilateral meeting with Putin.

The Kremlin leader last week 
ruled out meeting Zelenskiy at 
this point, saying the condi-
tions for such an encounter 
were “unfortunately still far” 
from being met.

Trump said a potential deal 
would involve “some swapping 
of territories to the betterment 
of both (sides)”, a statement 
that compounded Ukrainian 
alarm that it may face pressure 
to surrender more land.

Zelenskiy says any decisions 
taken without Ukraine will be 
“stillborn” and unworkable. 
The leaders of Britain, France, 
Germany, Italy, Poland, Fin-
land and the European Com-
mission Saturday said in a joint 
statement that any diplomatic 
solution must protect the vital 
security interests of Ukraine 
and Europe.

“The path to peace cannot be 
decided without Ukraine,” they 
said, demanding “robust and 
credible security guarantees” 
to allow Ukraine to defend its 
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity.

Zelenskiy said Sunday, “The 
end of the war must be fair, and 
I am grateful to everyone who 
stands with Ukraine and our 
people today for the sake of 
peace in Ukraine, which is de-
fending the vital security inter-
ests of our European nations.”

Ukraine seeks place at 
table with Trump, Putin

Russia’s full-scale war on 
Ukraine is one piece of 
a broader campaign to 

restore a sphere of infl uence 
in post-Soviet Eurasia. The 
2022 invasion came as a shock 
to many of Russia’s neighbours 
in Eastern Europe, the South 
Caucasus, and Central Asia, 
confi rming their fears that 
Russia remained a threat to 
the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of their countries. Yet 
because the war in Ukraine has 
been a massive drain on Russian 
attention and resources, it has 
also presented many of these 
countries with an opportunity. 
Taking advantage of Moscow’s 
distraction, they have enhanced 
their cooperation with one an-
other, cultivated and deepened 
partnerships outside the region, 
and loosened some of the bonds 
tying them to their former impe-
rial hegemon.

Although many governments 
in the Eurasian interior have 
been cautious about criticizing 
the Russian invasion, they are 
creating facts on the ground 
that reinforce their sovereignty 
and independence—a key objec-
tive of US policy in the region 
since the 1990s. As the Russian 

military’s demand for weapons 
has left Moscow unable to ful-
fi ll promised exports, countries 
such as Armenia are turning to 
other suppliers in Europe and 
India; other regional states 
are purchasing weapons from 
Turkey and even China. And 
as Russia has withdrawn forc-
es and equipment from its mili-
tary bases in the Caucasus and 
Central Asia to redeploy them 
to Ukraine, countries in both 
places are resolving confl icts 
that Russia has long exploited 
for its own benefi t. Improved 
cooperation within the wid-
er region is also creating new 
opportunities to enhance trade 
connectivity and build alterna-
tives to transit through Russia. 
By reducing the dependence 
that once defi ned their rela-
tionship with their former he-
gemon, countries in the region 
have become increasingly capa-
ble of engaging Russia (and oth-
er powers) on favorable terms.

And yet if history is any 
guide, Moscow could go to ex-
treme lengths to preserve its 
regional dominion. In 2014, 
before the full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine, Russia annexed 
Crimea and intervened in the 

Donbas region; earlier, in 2008, 
it invaded Georgia. Today, the 
Kremlin maintains a propri-
etary view of not only Ukraine 
but also many other countries. 
Ukraine and Belarus remain 
Moscow’s top priorities, but 
the Kremlin also aspires to a 
kind of suzerainty over Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, and Moldova and 
maintains a more distant post-
imperial regard toward the re-
mainder of Central Asia. The 
2023 Russian Foreign Policy 
Concept, the strategy document 
outlining parameters and pri-
orities for Russia’s foreign pol-
icy, resurrected the term “near 
abroad” to describe these coun-

tries, pointing to their “centu-
ries-old traditions of joint state-
hood, deep interdependence … 
a common language, and close 
cultures” as a justifi cation for 
efforts to keep them within Mos-
cow’s sphere of infl uence. Once 
the fi ghting in Ukraine winds 
down, the Kremlin will almost 
certainly ramp up its attempts 
to coerce other neighbours to 
join Russian-backed multilater-
al bodies, strengthen economic 
ties, adopt Russian-style laws 
targeting civil society, and ac-
cept a larger Russian military 
and intelligence presence on 
their territory.

The Eurasian interior may 
be increasingly interconnect-

ed, cooperative, and even tak-
ing steps toward peace, but it 
needs to keep moving in this 
direction if it is to resist future 
Russian efforts to reassert au-
thority. That is why the United 
States, together with the Euro-
pean Union and countries such 
as India, Israel, Japan, South 
Korea, Turkey, and the Unit-
ed Kingdom, must make new 
investments in cross-border 
infrastructure, supply chains, 
defense, and sustained diplo-
matic engagement to reinforce 
regional stability. Countries 
in the region will continue to 
search for their own ways to 
reduce their historical reliance 
on Moscow—but Washington 
and its partners should help 
tip them the scales.

Thanks to geographic prox-
imity, familiarity between 
elites, and the long legacy of 
imperial and Soviet domina-
tion, Russia retains signifi cant 
hard and soft power across the 
Caucasus and Central Asia. 
Leaders of most countries in 
the region value good ties with 
Moscow, even if they oppose the 
invasion of Ukraine. Many of 
these states have profi ted from 
Russian efforts to evade West-

ern sanctions since February 
2022. The US and European 
governments have sanctioned 
dozens of companies in the re-
gion for facilitating the export 
of dual-use items to Russia. 

Today, the Caucasus and 
Central Asia remain peripher-
al to U.S. strategy, especially 
given Washington’s pivot to 
the Indo-Pacifi c and President 
Donald Trump’s apparent open-
ness to great-power spheres of 
infl uence. The United States 
must recognize that it shares 
a key objective with countries 
in the Eurasian interior. Their 
domestic political systems may 
not all be to Washington’s lik-
ing, and many of them will 
want productive relations with 
Moscow, Beijing, or Tehran. 
Given their geography, they 
have little choice. But these 
countries and their populations 
will also resist the Kremlin’s at-
tempts to incorporate them into 
a reconstituted Russian sphere 
of infl uence. For the United 
States, preventing the region’s 
domination by Russia or other 
revisionist powers means sup-
porting post-Soviet Eurasian 
countries’ pursuit of diversifi ed 
economic and political ties. 

Moscow’s waning infl uence in ‘near abroad’

REUTERS

London, August 10: London’s 
Metropolitan Police arrested 
more than 466 people at a pro-
test on Saturday against Brit-
ain’s decision to ban the group 
Palestine Action, the force said.

British lawmakers banned 
Palestine Action under an-
ti-terrorism legislation in July 
after some of its members broke 

into a Royal Air Force base and 
damaged planes as part of a se-
ries of protests. The group ac-
cuses Britain’s government of 
complicity in what it says are 
Israeli war crimes in Gaza.

Protesters, some wearing 
black and white Palestinian 
scarves and waving Palestin-
ian fl ags, chanted “hands off 
Gaza”, and held placards with 
the message “I oppose genocide. 

I support Palestine Action”, 
video taken by Reuters at the 
scene showed.

Israel has faced accusations 
of genocide at the International 
Court of Justice and from human 
rights groups over its devastat-
ing military assault in Gaza.

Israel denies the accusa-
tions and casts its offensive as 
self-defense after a deadly Octo-
ber 2023 attack by Palestinian 

Hamas militants. The Reuters 
video showed demonstrators 
who had gathered in Parlia-
ment Square by the Houses of 
Parliament being carried away 
by police. The crowd chanted 
“shame on you” at the police.

In a post on X, the police force 
said it had arrested 466 people 
for supporting a proscribed or-
ganisation.

It also arrested eight people 

for other offences including fi ve 
arrests for assaults on offi cers. 
The police said no one was se-
riously injured.

The ban makes it a crime 
to be a member of Palestine 
Action, carrying a maximum 
sentence of 14 years in prison.

The co-founder of the group, 
Huda Ammori, last week won 
a bid to bring a legal challenge 
against the ban.

UK police make 474 arrests in Palestine Action protest

REUTERS

Jerusalem, August 10: Isra-
el aims to take on Hamas’ two 
remaining strongholds in its 
new Gaza offensive, which 
it hopes will conclude “fair-
ly quickly” and end the war, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu said Sunday.

Israel approved the new 
plan to expand its military 
operations and take control 
of Gaza City, the territory's 
largest urban centre, in a 
move that drew fresh criticism 
at home and abroad, includ-
ing from several European 
countries.

He spoke to foreign media 
minutes before an emergency 
meeting of the United Nations 
Security Council on Gaza. No-
tably, Netanyahu said he has 
directed Israel’s military in 
recent days to “bring in more 
foreign journalists” - which 
would be a striking develop-
ment, as they haven't been 
allowed into Gaza beyond 
military embeds during 22 
months of war.

“Our goal is not to occupy 

Gaza, our goal is to free Ga-
za,” Netanyahu asserted. He 
also pushed back against what 
he called a “global campaign 
of lies” - and said Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz of Germany, 
one of Israel's strongest back-
ers, had “buckled under” by 
announcing that Germany 
won’t authorise exports of mil-
itary equipment to Israel that 

could be used in Gaza until 
further notice.

Netanyahu said there is a 
“fairly short timetable” in 
mind for next steps in Gaza, 
but didn’t give specifics. The 
goals there, he said, include 
demilitarising the territory, 
the Israeli military having 
“overriding security control” 
there and a non-Israeli civil-
ian administration in charge.

Netanyahu again blamed 
many of Gaza’s problems on 
the Hamas militant group, 
including civilian deaths, 
destruction and shortages of 
aid. “Hamas still has thou-
sands of armed terrorists in 
Gaza,” he asserted, adding 
that Palestinians are “beg-
ging” the world to be freed 
from them.

The prime minister, who 
has asserted that there is 
“no starvation in Gaza,” did 
acknowledge hunger there, 
saying, “there was a problem 
with deprivation, no question 
about it.” Israel wants to in-
crease the number of aid dis-
tribution sites, he said, but 
gave no details.

‘Gaza City push aims
to end war quickly’

Netanyahu defends planned military offensive in Gaza, 
lashes out at ‘global campaign of lies’

Our goal is not 
to occupy Gaza, our goal 
is to free Gaza

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU | PM, ISRAEL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, August 10: Bangla-
desh Chief Adviser Muhammad 
Yunus has called for “complete 
security” at polling centres for 
the country’s general elections 
set to take place in February 
2026, stressing the need to 
make the polls “free, fair and 
peaceful”, a media report said 
Sunday.

The interim government head 
made the remarks Saturday at 
a high-level meeting at the state 
guest house Jamuna here, re-
ported the state-run Bangladesh 
Sangbad Sangstha (BSS).

“We must guarantee com-
plete security at all polling 
centres, no matter the cost. 
Our goal is to make the Febru-
ary election the most free, fair, 
and peaceful in the country’s 
history,” Yunus was quoted 
as saying.

The polls next year would be 
the 13th Parliamentary elec-
tions. At the meeting, Yunus’ 
special assistant on Telecom-
munications and Information 
and Communication Technol-
ogy (ICT) Affairs Faiz Tayeb 
Ahmed said the process to pro-
cure 40,000 body cameras was 
in the fi nal stages.

The use of bodycams by po-
lice will enhance security at 
voting booths during the up-
coming elections, he said.

“We are aiming to procure 
the bodycams by October so 
police offi cers can receive ad-
equate training on their key 
features, including AI capabil-
ities,” he added.

Yunus ordered offi cials to 
expedite the process and en-
sure proper training for the 
police personnel, according to 
the report.

Bangladesh’s Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) 
AMM Nasir Uddin on Sat-
urday said general elections 
would be held in the first 
week of February 2026.

Yunus calls for 
full security at 
polling stations
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business
PNB TO SELL NPAs TO ARCs
In a bid to shore up recovery, the country's 
second-largest public sector lender Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) has identifi ed about 100 
non-performing asset (NPA) accounts for sale to 
asset reconstruction companies (ARCs) during the 
current fi nancial year. More than 100 accounts we 
have identifi ed, the book size will be somewhere 
around `4,000-5,000 crore. That is the outstanding 
book (for sale to ARCs), CEO Ashok Chandra said.

Whatever 
goals we set 
for ourselves, 

we have gone ahead 
and achieved them...
profi tability has to 
remain intact, and 
thereafter, once the 
market conditions are 
right, we will defi nitely 
go for an IPO
NALIN NEGI | BHARATPE CEO

TVS Supply Chain
Sol clocks profi t 
New Delhi: Global supply 
chain solutions provider TVS 
Supply Chain Solutions Ltd has 
reported a consolidated profi t 
after tax for the April-June 
2025 quarter at `71.16 crore, 
the company said  Sunday. The 
city-based fi rm had registered 
a profi t after tax of `7.47 crore 
during the corresponding 
quarter of the last fi nancial 
year. Revenue from operations 
during the quarter under 
review marginally went up to 
`2,592.31 crore from `2,539.39 
crore registered in the year ago 
period. In a statement Sunday, 
the company said the share of 
profi t from TVS ILP (Industrial 
and Logistics Park) business, 
in which TVS Supply Chain 
Solutions holds 25.2 per cent 
stake, was `177.23 crore during 
the April-June 2025 quarter. 
"This was subsequent to the 
transfer of 11 million sq ft of 
warehouse space as part of the 
Infrastructure Investment Trust 
listing," the statement said. 
This move is aimed at meeting 
growing customer demand. 
The unifi ed operations enhance 
service delivery, reduce 
duplication and support margin 
expansion.

ICICI Bank reports 
lowest attrition rate 
New Delhi: ICICI Bank has 
reported the lowest employee 
attrition rate among large 
private sector lenders in the 
last three fi nancial years, 
refl ecting higher stickiness due 
to competitive remuneration and 
a better working environment. 
During the last three fi nancial 
years, the industry has also 
witnessed a sustained decline 
on a year-on-year basis. The 
employee attrition rate at the 
country's second-largest private 
sector bank declined to 18 per 
cent in FY25 from 24.5 per cent 
in FY24, according to the bank's 
latest Business Responsibility 
and Sustainability Reporting 
(BRSR) report. During 2022-23, 
the bank reported an attrition 
rate of 30.9 per cent, lower than 
its competitors. Its larger peer, 
HDFC Bank, has recorded an 
employee attrition rate of 22.6 
per cent in FY25, compared 
to 26.9 per cent in FY24. The 
attrition was 34.2 per cent during 
2022-23. Similarly, the attrition 
was 25.5 per cent for Axis Bank, 
down from 28.8 per cent in FY24, 
and Kotak Mahindra Bank's 
manpower exit rate fell to 33.3 
per cent from 39.6 per cent in 
the previous year, according to 
their annual and BRSR reports. 
For IndusInd Bank, the attrition 
rate was 29 per cent in FY25, 
lower than 37 per cent witnessed 
during 2023-24 and 51 per cent in 
FY23. Over the past three years, 
from FY23 to FY25, private sector 
banks have seen a southward 
movement in their employee 
attrition rates.

SHORT TAKES

India is an 
"interesting" 
market for 

Malaysia Airlines 
Berhad and the 
carrier is looking 
for its acceptance 
as one of the core service provid-
ers that connects the country to 
the rest of the world

IZHAM BIN ISMAIL |  GROUP MD, MALAYSIA 
AVIATION GROUP BERHAD

While the 
dollar's 
strength last 

week capped 
upside in gold, 
domestic prices 
are cushioned by 
rupee weakness, which is likely to 
keep the downside limited. In the 
near term, volatility is expected 
to persist, with a broader trading 
range of $3,360–3,425 on Comex 
and `98,500–1,03,000 per 10 grams 
on the MCX

JATEEN TRIVEDI  |  VP RESEARCH 
ANALYST, LKP SECURITIES

uoteu

Cinema 
exhibitor 
PVR INOX is 

looking to build 
on the momentum 
of a strong fi rst 
quarter, tapping 
new good movie releases and con-
sumer fatigue with OTT as it seeks 
to return to profi tability

AJAY BIJLI  |  MANAGING DIRECTOR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 10: For-
eign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
have pulled out nearly `18,000 
crore from Indian equities 
so far this month, weighed 
down by escalating US-India 
trade tensions, disappointing 
fi rst-quarter corporate earn-
ings, and a weakening Indian 
rupee.

With this, the total out-
fl ow by FPIs in equities has 
reached `1.13 lakh crore so 
far in 2025, according to data 
from the depositories.

Going forward, FPI senti-
ment is expected to remain 
"fragile and in risk-off mode," 
with tariffs and trade negotia-
tions emerging as key factors 
to watch out for in the coming 
week, according to Vaqarjaved 
Khan, CFA, Senior Fundamen-
tal Analyst at Angel One.

The data showed that FPIs 
withdrew a net sum of `17,924 
crore from equities in this 
month (till August 8). For-
eign investors had pulled out 
`17,741 crore on a net basis in 
July. Before that, FPIs invest-
ed `38,673 crore in the preced-
ing three months from March 
to June.

 The latest outfl ows were 
primarily due to escalating 
US-India trade tensions, dis-
appointing fi rst-quarter cor-
porate earnings and a weak-
ening Indian rupee, Himanshu 
Srivastava, Associate Director 
- Manager Research, Morning-
star Investment Research In-
dia, said.

From August 1, US imposed 
a 25 per cent tariff on Indian 
goods and increased these 
tariffs by an additional 25 per 
cent during the current week. 

This spooked the markets and 
FPIs, leading to a massive sell-
off in Indian equities, Angel 
One's Khan said.

Along with tariffs, rising US 
Treasury yields also led to for-
eign money moving towards 
treasuries, he added.

Conversely, FPIs invested 
`3,432 crore in the debt gener-
al limit and put in `58 crore in 
the debt voluntary retention 
route during the period under 
review.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 10: The 
development of public charging 
infrastructure will play a vital 
role in faster adoption of elec-
tric vehicles as driving range 
anxiety has emerged as a deter-
rent to customers to accept an 
EV as a primary car in a house-
hold, according to a senior 
Maruti Suzuki India executive.

The sales of electric passen-
ger vehicles in the domestic 
market have almost doubled, 
but the overall base still re-
mains small.

"Total contribution of EVs is 
4.5 per cent (overall PV sales), it 
has grown from 2.4 per cent to 
4.5 per cent. Absolutely, if you 
see numberwise, growth is 100 
per cent. But is it sustainable?" 
Maruti Suzuki India Senior 
Executive Offi cer (Marketing 

& Sales) Partho Banerjee said 
in an interaction.

Maruti Suzuki is set to in-
troduce its fi rst electric model 
- e-VITARA this fi scal.

Banerjee stated that the 
segment is not witnessing ade-
quate growth as customers do 
not perceive EVs as the prima-
ry car in a household.

"He (customer) has got many 
inhibitions that EV cannot be 
my fi rst car. A person who just 
wants to have one car doesn't 
want EV to be the fi rst car," he 
added.

According to FADA sales 
data, electric passenger vehi-
cle retail sales jumped 93 per 
cent year-on-year in July. Total 
electric passenger vehicle regis-
trations rose to 15,528 units last 
month as compared with 8,037 
units in the year-ago period.

Banerjee said that while au-

tomakers have taken care of the 
anxiety in terms of offering 500 
km driving range in cars, con-
cerns still remain about public 
charging infrastructure. He 
noted that Maruti Suzuki is 
working to establish charging 
infrastructure in 100 cities but 

asserted that highways still 
lack adequate charging sta-
tions.

He also pointed out that all 
the vehicular technologies are 
going to come in the domestic 
market and it should be left to 
the consumer to select as per 

the requirement.
"It is discretion of the cus-

tomer based on his need, what 
he wants that's going to happen. 
But yes, one technology should 
not be given more weightage 
than the other technologies. It 
should be the customer select-
ing, actually," he said.

Currently, the total tax in-
cidence on battery electric 
vehicle in the country is 5 per 
cent, which is inclusive of GST, 
while a hybrid model attracts a 
tax of about 43 per cent.

Maruti's two models, Grand 
Vitara and Invicto, are fi tted 
with strong hybrid technology.

On reasons for dip in sales of 
entry level cars, Banerjee said 
that cost escalation due to var-
ious new regulations has led to 
drop in demand.

"The cost has gone up, and 
the affordability is a problem. 

We are trying our level best by 
offering the best products. Very 
soon, we are going to introduce 
a fi nancial package of owning 
Alto for just `2,999," he said.

"But the fundamental ques-
tion is this; we cannot put mon-
ey in the wallet of the customer. 
We can just help him out," Ba-
nerjee said. 

He noted that many people 
in both urban and rural areas 
are unable to buy the entry lev-
el cars with cost going up. Any 
measures that help reduce ac-
quisition cost for probable buy-
ers would enable the growth of 
the segment, he added.

Banerjee noted that the im-
pact of the recent repo rate re-
duction is yet to benefi t the end 
buyers. He noted that probably 
it will take couple of years for 
the entry level segment to again 
get on the growth trajectory.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 10: The 
Confederation of Indian Indus-
try (CII) Sunday pitched for 
comprehensive land reforms 
such as the formation of a GST-
like Council to enable coordinat-
ed and consensus-based reforms 
and uniform stamp duty rates of 
three to fi ve per cent across the 
country for India to become a 
global manufacturing hub.

While protectionism and 
trade wars pose a challenge, In-
dia's stable policy framework, 
strong industrial capabilities, 
large domestic market and a 
young workforce, coupled with 
its reputation as a trusted and 
capable partner among many na-
tions, set it up as an attractive 
investment destination, it stated.

CII has proposed establishing 
Integrated Land Authorities in 
each state, and also advocated 
full digitisation of the conver-
sion process, besides suggesting 
rationalisation of stamp duty 
rates to a uniform range of three 
to fi ve per cent across states.

It also recommended that 
states should move to a conclu-
sive titling system that ensures 
clear ownership.

"The global landscape is un-
dergoing seminal transforma-
tions, and trade and investment 
patterns are being reshaped by 
factors beyond cost. India has 
long harboured the goal of be-
coming a leading global hub for 
manufacturing. To successfully 
capitalise on these emerging op-
portunities and march towards 
the goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047, 
India must adopt a comprehen-
sive and forward-looking com-
petitiveness agenda, including 
factor market reforms such as 
land reforms," said CII. 

Public charging infra development vital for EV adoption: Maruti Suzuki

FPIs pull nearly `18,000cr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 10: Secu-
rity Exchange Board of India 
has proposed a separate cate-
gory of Alternative Investment 
Fund (AIF) schemes, consisting 
of accredited investors, which 
will enjoy a lighter-touch regu-
latory framework compared to 
regular AIFs.

In a consultation paper is-
sued Friday, SEBI suggested 
that such accredited investors 
(AI-only schemes) could be 
allowed certain fl exibilities, 
given that accredited investors 
are deemed to have the knowl-
edge, fi nancial capacity and 
risk appetite to make informed 
investment decisions without 
the same level of regulatory 
safeguards required for retail 
participants.

The proposal includes ex-
emptions from requirements 
such as maintaining pari-pas-
su (side by side) rights among 
investors, NISM certifi cation 
for key investment team mem-
bers, and the current limit of 
1,000 investors per scheme, the 

regulator said.
These schemes could also 

extend their tenure by up to 
fi ve years, subject to investor 
approval, and in the case of 
trust-structured AIFs, manag-
ers could take over certain re-
sponsibilities currently mandat-
ed for trustees, it added.

The regulator also said the 
move is in line with its long-
term vision of gradually shift-
ing from the present 'minimum 
commitment threshold' metric to 
'accreditation status' as the pri-
mary criterion for determining 
investor sophistication in AIFs. 
However, both metrics would 
co-exist for now to avoid dis-
ruption in the industry, it added.

The regulator noted that 
while the number of accredited 
investors remains modest, re-
cent relaxations and proposed 
process improvements, includ-
ing leveraging KYC registration 
agencies and streamlining ac-
creditation norms are expected 
to boost participation.

The board has invited public 
comments on the proposals till 
August 29.

SEBI due diligence framework for AIFs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 10: The 
government is considering 
further easing the norms for 
setting up petrol pumps in the 
world's fastest-growing fuel 
market, in light of the evolv-
ing energy security paradigm 
and commitment to decarboni-
sation, according to an offi cial 
order.

The government relaxed the 
norms earlier in 2019 for setting 
up petrol pumps, to help non-oil 
companies to enter the fuel re-
tailing business.

At that time, companies with 
a net worth of `250 crore were 
permitted to sell petrol and die-
sel, provided they committed to 
setting up infrastructure for at 
least one new-generation alter-
native fuel, such as CNG, LNG, 
biofuels, or EV charging, within 
three years of beginning their 
operations.

For companies wanting to sell 
petrol and diesel to retail and 
bulk consumers, the networth 
criteria was set at `500 crore.

The Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas has now con-
stituted an expert committee 
to review the 2019 guidelines 
for granting authorisation to 
market transportation fuels.

The expert committee will 
"assess the effectiveness of the 
framework envisaged in Reso-
lution dated November 8, 2019, 
in ensuring energy security 
and market effi ciency; align the 

policy framework with nation-
al commitment towards decar-
bonisation, electrical mobility 
and promotion of alternative 
fuel; and address issues in im-
plementation of existing guide-
lines," the order said.

The committee is headed 
by Sukhmal Jain, former di-
rector (marketing) of Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation Ltd 
(BPCL). Other members of the 
four-member committee are Pe-
troleum Planning and Analysis 
Cell (PPAC) Director General P 
Manoj Kumar, FIPI member PS 
Ravi and Arun Kumar, Director 
(Marketing) in the ministry.

August 6 notice of the minis-
try sought stakeholder/general 
public comments/suggestions 
on the matter within 14 days. 
Prior to the 2019 change, to ob-
tain a fuel retailing license in 
India, a company had to invest 
or commit to invest ̀ 2,000 crore 
in hydrocarbon exploration and 
production, refi ning, pipelines 
or liquefi ed natural gas (LNG) 

terminals.
This norm was relaxed in 

2019. That year, the govern-
ment allowed any entity with a 
net worth of `250 crore to get a 
licence to retail petrol and diesel 
to either bulk or retail consum-
ers. For those seeking authori-
sation for both retail and bulk, 
the minimum networth was set 
at `500 crore at the time of ap-
plication.

For retail authorisation, the 
entities are required to set up 
at least 100 retail outlets. Also, 
retailers are required to estab-
lish 5 per cent of the total outlets 
in rural areas within fi ve years.

Global energy giants have 
been eyeing the Indian fuel 
market for a long time.

French energy giant TotalEn-
ergies, in partnership with 
Adani Group, had in Novem-
ber 2018 applied for a licence to 
retail petrol and diesel through 
1,500 outlets. BP too has formed 
a partnership with Reliance In-
dustries to set up petrol pumps.

Govt to review petrol 
pump licensing norms

CII bats for 
land reforms

The latest outfl ows 
are primarily due to 
escalating US-India 
trade tensions, 
disappointing 
fi rst-quarter corporate 
earnings and a 
weakening Indian 
rupee. With this, the 
total outfl ow by Foreign 
Portfolio Investors (FPIs) 
in equities reaches to 
`1.13 trillion in 2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 10: The Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) plans 
to standardise forms to process 
claims on deceased customers' 
bank accounts and lockers with-
in a 15-day timeframe and pro-
vide compensation to nominees 
for any settlement delays. 

The bank proposes to come 
out with standard procedures 
for the settlement of claims in 
respect of bank accounts, and 
articles kept in safe custody or 
safe deposit lockers of deceased 
bank customers. The aim is to 
make the settlement more con-
venient and simpler.

Towards this, the central 
bank has issued 'Draft Circular 
- Reserve Bank of India (Settle-
ment of Claims in respect of 
Deceased Customers of Banks) 
Directions, 2025' and invited 
comments and feedback on it 
by August 27.

"A bank shall use the stan-
dardised forms for receiving the 
claims and other documents...," 
said the draft.

It also has provisions for 
compensation for delay in the 
settlement of claims.

In case a nominee has been 
provided in deposit accounts or 
lockers, he or she would have 
to submit a claim form, death 

certifi cate (deceased custom-
er), and an offi cially valid doc-
ument of the nominee/survivor 
towards verifying identity and 
address, the draft said.

According to the draft, a bank 
should adopt a simplifi ed pro-
cedure for settlement of claims 
in deposit accounts, where a 
deceased depositor had not 
made any nomination, keeping 
in view the imperative need to 
avoid inconvenience and undue 
hardship to the claimant/ legal 
heir.

For the settlement of such 
claims, a bank, based on its risk 
management systems, should 
fi x a threshold limit, subject to 
a minimum of `15 lakh.

In cases of claim amount up to 
the threshold limit, additional 
documents like a bond of indem-
nity/ surety signed by the claim-
ants and a letter of disclaimer/ 
no objection from non-claimant 
legal heirs, if applicable, will be 
required.

For a claim amount above 
the threshold limit, a succes-
sion certifi cate, or a legal heir 
certifi cate issued by a compe-
tent authority, or a declaration 
regarding the legal heirs of the 
deceased depositor would also 
be needed.

The draft also lists docu-
ments required for settlement 

of claims in a safe deposit locker 
and articles in safe custody kept 
by the deceased customer in cas-
es without a nominee/survivor.

It further said that a bank 
should settle a claim in respect 
of deposit accounts of a deceased 
customer within a period not ex-
ceeding 15 calendar days from 
the date of receipt of all the req-
uisite documents associated 
with the claim, it said.

"In case of safe deposit lock-
er/ articles in safe custody, the 
bank shall, within 15 days of 
receipt of all the requisite doc-
uments, process the claim and 
issue communication to the 
claimant for fi xing the date for 
taking inventory of the locker/ 
articles in safe custody," said 
the draft.

According to the draft, the 
standardised forms and other 
documents required for set-
tlement of claims with respect 
to the deposit accounts/ safe 
deposit locker/ articles in safe 
custody kept by a deceased cus-
tomer should be made available 
in all the branches as well as on 
the bank's website.

Banks should also display 
on their website the list of doc-
uments to be submitted by a 
claimant and the procedure to 
be followed for the settlement 
of claims in various scenarios.

RBI eases claim settlement
process of deceased customers PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 10: The 
combined market valuation of 
six of the top 10 valued fi rms 
eroded by `1,36,151.24 crore last 
week, with Reliance Industries 
taking the biggest hit, following 
a bearish trend in equities.

Extending losing streak for 
the sixth consecutive week, 
the BSE benchmark dropped 
742.12 points or 0.92 per cent, 
and the NSE Nifty declined 
202.05 points or 0.82 per cent. 
From the top 10 pack, Reliance 
Industries, HDFC Bank, Bharti 
Airtel, ICICI Bank, Infosys and 
Hindustan Unilever faced ero-
sion in their valuations while 
Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS), State Bank of India, Life 
Insurance Corporation of India 
(LIC) and Bajaj Finance were 
the gainers.

The valuation of Reliance 
Industries tumbled `34,710.8 
crore to `18,51,174.59 crore. HD-
FC Bank's market capitalisation 
(mcap) tanked `29,722.04 crore 
to `15,14,303.58 crore.

The mcap of ICICI Bank fell by 
`24,719.45 crore to `10,25,495.69 
crore, and that of Infosys 
dropped by `19,504.31 crore to 
`5,91,423.02 crore. The valua-
tion of Bharti Airtel declined by 
`15,053.55 crore to `10,59,850.32 
crore, and that of Hindustan 
Unilever by `12,441.09 crore to 
`5,87,021.88 crore.

Mcap of 6 fi rms 
erodes by `1.36L-cr
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, August 10: It’s 
that time of the year when 
speculation is rife about the 
impending ODI future of Virat 
Kohli and Rohit Sharma, but if 
one goes by the decision mak-
ers in the Indian cricket board, 
there is no tearing hurry to 
take an immediate call on the 
two maestros.

With the Bangladesh series 
scheduled in August being 

called off, India's next ODI as-
signment will be an away series 
from October 19-25 against Aus-
tralia.

Indian cricket runs on narra-
tives and currently it is about 
whether Kohli and Rohit, with 
a cumulative 83 ODI hundreds 
and 25,000-plus runs, can last 
till the October 2027 ODI World 
Cup when they would be 39 and 
40-year old respectively.

"Obviously, if they (Rohit 
and Kohli) have something in 
mind, they would tell the BCCI 
brass like they did before the 
England Test tour. But from 
an Indian team's perspective, 
the next big assignment is the 
T20 World Cup in February 
and preparations before that. 
The immediate focus will be 
on sending the best team for 
the Asia Cup T20 tournament, 
hoping all players are fi t and 

available," a BCCI source privy 
to the developments told PTI on 
conditions of anonymity.

The BCCI never believes in 
taking decisions in haste and 
would always gauge the mood 
and public perceptions before 
taking a call, which is sensitive 
in nature considering the mas-

sive fan following of the two 
players.

The last tournament that 
they played was the Champi-
ons Trophy in Dubai where 
Kohli scored a hundred in a 
successful chase against Paki-
stan at the group league stage 
while Rohit starred with a sub-

lime half-century in the chase 
during the fi nal.

However, both have not 
played competitive cricket 
since the conclusion of the In-
dian Premier League.

Kohli, who is now a resident 
of London, had recently posted 
an Instagram story after an in-
door nets session, which is an 
indicator that he has started 
training.

Rohit, who was also in the 
UK on a break post IPL, is re-
cently back in Mumbai and 
would certainly be expected to 
start training in a few days.

While there are some media 
reports about BCCI offering the 
duo a farewell game at Sydney 
October 25, the BCCI source in 
the know of things said that as 
of now, no such discussions 
have taken place.

As far as playing the Vijay 

Hazare Trophy is concerned, 
the source said that the na-
tional One-Day Championship 
starts on December 24, 2025 
and even before that, there is 
another three-match ODI series 
at home against South Africa 
starting November 30.

"Even if they play Vijay Haz-
are, before that there would al-
ready be six ODIs that will be 
played. In between the Austra-
lia ODIs and the South Africa 
ODIs, there is an India A series 
against South Africa A where 
three List A games (50 overs) 
will be held at Rajkot on Novem-
ber 13, 16 and 19 respectively. 
Now, will the duo want to play 
those three A games, or possi-
bly two, before the South Afri-
ca series is the question. Even 
more important is whether Ajit 
Agarkar and his colleagues 
would want that," he said.

T20 WC NEXT 
PRIORITY BCCI not in hurry to take call on Kohli-Rohit future
With the Bangladesh 
series scheduled in 

August being called off, 
India's next ODI 

assignment will be an 
away series from October 

19-25 against Australia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Yangon (Myanmar), August 
10: India qualifi ed for the AFC 
U20 Women's Asian Cup foot-
ball for the fi rst time in two 
decades after edging past Myan-
mar 1-0 in their fi nal Group D 
qualifying match here Sunday.

Pooja scored the decisive 
goal in the 27th minute at the 
Thuwunna Stadium as India 
fi nished on top of the group 
with seven points to make it 
to the 2026 edition of the main 
tournament in Thailand.

India dominated the fi rst half 
while Myanmar controlled the 
proceedings in the second. 

Neha and Sibani Devi 
Nongmeikapam combined in 
the third minute to threaten 
the Myanmar goal but it did 
not lead to a goal. The hosts 
launched a few counter-at-
tacks, and forward Su Su Kh-
in came close to scoring in the 
ninth minute.

Pooja gave India the lead be-

fore the half-hour mark. She 
herself initiated the counter 
attack before crossing it in 
from the right. The ball evad-
ed one and all, but Neha, at 
the opposite flank, managed to 
get onto the end of it and sent 
it looping back in. 

Pooja, who had made her 
way to the goalmouth by then, 

barely had enough time to re-
act, and plonked it over the line 
with her torso.

That calmed the nerves 
in the Indian camp, and the 
Young Tigresses kept the ball 
and took their slender lead into 
the break.

The second half was a com-
pletely different affair. Buoyed 

by the home support, Myanmar 
came all guns blazing, and In-
dia goalkeeper Monalisha Devi 
had to make a smart 48th-min-
ute save to keep Su Su Khin out.

India dug deep, as they ab-
sorbed wave after wave of 
Myanmar attacks. 

Monalisha, who had not 
conceded a single goal in the 
previous two matches, was 
called into action with 10 min-
utes left on the clock, when 
Myanmar substitute Moe 
Pwint Phyu struck a headed 
cross sent by Ei Thet Phyo on 
to the upright. 

The ball kept rolling tanta-
lisingly on the line, before the 
India goalkeeper leapt across 
and swiped it away to safety.

Phyu hit the woodwork once 
again, this time in the 90th 
minute, when her shot took a 
defl ection off Shubhangi, only 
to bounce out of play. 

Seconds later, India broke 
on the counter as Sibani sent a 
cross to Sulanjana Raul, who al-
so hit the woodwork, her head-
er crashing into the cross-bar. 

Despite all the pressure 
from the hosts, India clung 
on to their lead, and secured 
qualification for the first time 
since 2006.

Blue Tigresses end two-decade drought
India qualify for 

AFC U20 Women's 
Asian Cup for fi rst 

time in two decades

The All India Football Federation 
announced a reward of $25,000 for the U20 

Women’s National Team following their 
outstanding performance

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Chennai, August 10: Ramesh 
Budhial became the fi rst-ever 
Indian to win a medal in the 
Asian Surfi ng Championships 
while clinching the bronze in 
the Open Men's category here 
Sunday.

Budhial, also the fi rst-ever 
from the country to reach the 
medal round, accumulated 
12.60 points to bag bronze. 

The gold went to Kanoa Hee-
jae of Korea, who led the fi eld 
with 15.17 points while Indo-
nesia's Pajar Ariyana grabbed 
silver with 14.57 points. 

In the Open Women's cate-
gory, Japan's Anri Matsuno 
(14.90 points) won the gold, 
warding off stiff competition 
from compatriot Sumomo Sato 
(13.70). 

Isabel Higgs of Thailand 
settled for bronze with 11.76 
points. 

Korea's Kanoa Heejae, who 
won the men's gold earlier, 
made the day sweeter, winning 
the Under-18 boys' gold as well, 
scoring 14.33 points. 

Chinese duo of Shidong Wu 
(13.10) Shulou Jiang (8) won 
the silver and bronze medals 
respectively. 

ASIAN SURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2025

Ramesh wins bronze 
medal, scripts history

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bangkok, August 10: Young 
women pugilists Nisha and 
Muskan showcased their skills 
by winning gold medals, while 
Rahul Kundu in men's section 
topped the podium as India fi n-
ished with a haul of 14 medals 
in the Asian U19 Boxing Cham-
pionships, here Sunday.

Besides the three gold med-
als, India also won seven silver 
and four bronze.

Of the 10 female boxers in 
the fray in the U19 category, 
nine will return with medals 
-- including two gold, 5 silver, 
and 2 bronze -- underlining the 
prowess of the Indians who 
competed against pugilists 
from Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
and China among others.

Nisha raised her level in the 
54kg category to dominate the 
third and fi nal round against 
Sirui Yang of China to record 
a 4:1 win, while Muskan (57kg) 
coming out with an aggres-
sive intent and staved off the 
challenge from Kazakhstan's 
Ayazhan Ermek for a 3:2 split 
verdict.

Aarti Kumari (75kg) lost to 
Tongtong Gu of China in the 
fi nal, while Kritika Wasan's 
(80kg) effort was not enough to 
avoid a 2:3 loss against Kuralay 
Yeginbaikyzy of Kazakhstan.

Parchi Tokas (80+kg) went 
down by an identical margin 
against Sobirakhon Shakho-
bidinova of Uzbekistan.

Vini went down fi ghting 
against Sevara Mamatova of 
Uzbekistan in the 60kg fi nal, 
while Arinda Akimoto of Japan 
got the better or Nisha 4:1 in the 
65kg summit clash. Yashika 
(51kg), Akanksha Phalaswal 
(70kg) bagged a bronze each.

WOMEN LEAD CHARGE

Pugilists shine at U19 
Asian Boxing C’ships 
with 14 medal haul

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bhubaneswar, August 10: 
Star sprinter Animesh Kujur, 
veteran javelin thrower Annu 
Rani and long jump ace Murali 
Sreeshankar lived up to expec-
tations by winning their respec-
tive events at India's maiden 
World Athletics Continental 
Tour competition here Sunday.

The bronze level event went 
off smoothly but the quality of 
competitions did not rise to any 
great heights.

There was drama in store as 
far as Kujur is concerned. The 
22-year-old pulled up after a few 
paces in his men's 100m heat 
race in the morning. He then 
came out to run his 200m heat 
half an hour later and qualifi ed 
for the fi nal with a time of 20.99 
seconds.

In the evening, he ran 20.77 
seconds in the 200m fi nal to win 
the gold. Ko Seunghwan of Ko-
rea (20.95 seconds) and another 
Indian Ragul Kumar (21.17 sec-
onds) were second and third 
respectively.

Kujur, representing Odisha, 
holds national records in both 
100m (10.18 seconds) and 200m 
(20.32 seconds).

Sreeshankar, representing 
JSW, was up against rising 
teenager Shahnavaz Khan, 
who won gold in Uttarakhand 
National Games in February. 
The 17-year-old Khan was lead-
ing with his fourth round jump 
of 8.04m, while Sreeshankar was 
second with 7.95m.

But the 26-year-old Sreeshan-
kar produced 8.13m in his fi nal 
attempt to take the gold in dra-
matic fashion for his fourth title 
in a row since coming back from 
a long injury lay-off.

He is, however, yet to breach 
the Tokyo World Champion-
ships direct entry mark of 
8.27m.

Khan became the latest en-

trant to the 8m club in the Indi-
an men's long jump. His earlier 
best was 7.90m. 

In women's javelin, Asian 
Games champion Annu Rani 
bagged the gold with a fourth 
round throw of 62.01m, thereby 
strengthening her chances of 
making it to the Tokyo World 
Championships in September.

The men's javelin event dis-
appointed the crowd at the 
Kalinga Stadium as the Indian 
participants barely crossed the 
80m mark.

Sri Lanka's Rumesh Tha-
ranga Pathirage, who fi nished 
third in the NC Classic hosted 
by Neeraj Chopra July 5 in Ban-
galore, took the men's javelin 
gold with his fi rst round throw 

86.50m, thereby breaching the 
World Championships direct 
entry mark of 85.50m.

India's 20-year-old Shivam 
Lohakare, the latest entrant 
in the 80m club at the Indian 
Open Athletics Meet in Pune 
last month with 80.95m, took 
the silver with 80.73m.

Shaili Singh won the wom-
en's long jump event with a be-
low-par effort of 6.28m

The Indian men's 4x400m re-
lay team disappointed with a 
second place fi nish to Sri Lan-
ka (3:08.22) with a time of 3 min-
ute 08.37 seconds. The Indian 
quartet comprised T Santhosh 
Kumar, Vishal TK, Amoj Jacob 
and Dharamveer Choudhary.

Malaysia's Muhammad 

Azeem Bin emerged as the fast-
est man of the meet as he won 
the 100m dash in 10.35 seconds. 

Abinaya Rajarajan, repre-
senting NCoE Trivandrum, won 
the women's 100m fi nal with a 
time of 11.57 seconds.

The one-day competition, car-
rying a prize purse of $25,000, 
saw over 150 athletes from 
17 countries competing in 19 
events. Out of the total athletes, 
more than 90 are from India 
while the rest are from abroad. 

Among the foreign countries, 
Nepal has sent the largest num-
ber of athletes at 13, followed 
by Sri Lanka (10) and Malay-
sia (9). South Africa and Great 
Britain have sent four athletes 
each.

Since it's an invitational 
competition, the Indian partici-
pants represented their respec-
tive departments, employers, 
private entities or even their 
states like NCOE Bangalore, 
NCOE Traivandrum, Army, 
Air Foce, Reliance, JSW, etc 
in individual events.

The competition was organ-
ised by the Odisha government 
along with the AFI which is look-
ing after the technical aspect.

Athletes live up to expectations
Kujur, Annu, 

Sreeshankar shine 
in India’s maiden 

WA Continental 
Tour event

MEN

100m: Muhammad Azeem Bin 
(Malaysia) 10.35 seconds, Chamod 
M Yodhasing (Sri Lanka) 10.43 
seconds, Danish Iftikhar (Malaysia) 
10.50 seconds.

200m: Animesh Kujur (Odisha—IND) 
20.77 seconds, KO Seunghwan (Ko-
rea) 20.95 seconds, Raguk Kumar G 
(Tamil Nadu—IND) 21.17 seconds.

400m: Vishal TK (NCOE Trivandrum-
IND) 45.72 seconds, Amoj Jacob 
(NCOE Trivandrum-IND) 45.86 
seconds, Santhosh Kumar T (Tamil 
Nadu-IND) 46.89 seconds.

800m: Mohammad Afsal (Air 
Force—IND) 1:46.60 seconds, 
Prakash Gadade (Maharash-
tra—IND) 1:47.14, Krishan Kumar 
(Haryana--IND) 1:48.00.

5000m: Waberi Igueh Houssein 
(Djibouti) 14:05.36, Abhishek Pal 
(Railway—IND) 14:10.60, Sawan 
Barwal (Army—IND) 14:13.41.

Triple jump:  Abdulla Aboobacker 
(Air Force—IND) 16.53m, Karthik Un-
nikrishnan (Air Force—IND) 16.42m, 
Gailey V (Tamil Nadu—IND) 16.26m.

Long jump: Murali Sreeshankar 
(JSW—IND) 8.13m, Shahnavaz Khan 
(Uttar Pradesh—IND) 8.04m, Lokesh 
Sathyanathan (Karnataka—IND) 
7.85m.

Javelin throw: Rumesh Tharanga P 
(Sri Lanka) 86.50m, Shivam Lohakare 
(Maharashtra—IND) 80.73m, Sumed-
ha J Ranasinghe (Sri Lanka) 80.65m.

4x400m relay: Sri Lanka 3:0.22 
seconds, India A (Santhosh Kumar T, 
Vishal TK, Amoj Jacob D Choudhary), 
3:08.37 seconds, Iraq 3:08.74 seconds.

WOMEN

100m: Abinaya Rajarajan (NCOE 
Trivandrum—IND) 11.57 seconds, 
Sneha SS (Karnataka—IND) 11.70 
seconds, Nithya Gandhe (Telan-
gana—IND) 11.70 seconds

200m: Angel Silvia M (NCOE 
Bangalore--IND) 23.95 seconds, 
Nithya Gandhe (Telangana—IND) 
24.11 seconds, Unnathi Aiyappa 
(Karnataka—IND) 24.56 seconds.

400m: Vijaykumari GK (Karnataka—
IND), 53.40 seconds, Devyaniba Zala 
(Gujarat-IND) 53.87 seconds, Louise 
Evans (Great Britain) 54.28 seconds.

800m: Amandeep Kaur (Punjab—
IND) 2:04.31 seconds, Huidrom B 
(IOCL—IND) 2:06.96 seconds, Thota 
Sankeertana (Chhattisgarh—IND) 
2:07.17 seconds.

1500m: Pooja (Haryana—IND) 
4:15.13 seconds, Lili Das (Uttar 
Pradesh—IND) 4:17.66, Amandeep 
Kaur (Punjab—IND) 4:27.14.

100m hurdles: Pragyan Prashanti 
Sahu (Odisha—IND) 13.74 seconds, 
Nandhini K (Tamil Nadu—IND) 13.80 
seconds, Anjali C (Kerala—IND) 
14.00 seconds.

Javelin throw: Annu Rani (Uttar 
Pradesh—IND), 62.01m, Hatarabag 
Lekamalage (Sri Lanka) 56.27m, 
Deepika (Haryana—IND) 54.20m

Long jump: Shaili Singh (Uttar 
Pradesh—IND) 6.28m, Bhavani Ya-
dav (Railway—IND) 6.13m, Sandra 
Babu (JSW—IND) 6.10m.

RESULTS

Odisha’s Pragyan wins 100m hurdles
Bhubaneswar: Odi-
sha athlete Pragyan 
Prasanti Sahu delight-
ed the big crowd at Ka-
linga Stadium as she 
cruised to victory in 
the Women’s 100m Hur-
dles at the World Ath-
letics Continental Tour 
Bronze meet here on 
Sunday evening. The 
25-year-old from Bal-
asore, who has mostly 
lived in the shadows of 
Jyothi Yarraji, cleared 
the hurdles smoothly 
to touch the fi nishing 
line in 13.74 seconds.
Nandini Konghan of 
Tamil Nadu was a close 
second in 13.80 seconds, 
and Kerala’s Anjali C 
was third in 14 seconds.

This is the 
fi rst-ever 

individual 
medal won by an 
Indian surfer at 
the continental 

showpiece
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