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Why isn’t there a law stopping 
people jailed for 30 days from 

becoming ministers, CMs, or PM?

Triptii’s desire JeM’s fundraising drive 6G roadmap No sporting ties
Actor Triptii Dimri 
reveals her dream role, 
expressing desire to 
portray legendary icons

After heavy losses in Operation 
Sindoor, Pak-based JeM 
launches major fundraiser, 
claiming to build 300+ mosques

For 6G-ready ecosystem and 
capacity building, govt builds 100 
5G labs at academic institutions 
across India

India offi cially shuts the door on 
bilateral sporting ties with Pakistan, 
but clears Team India’s participation 
in next month’s Asia Cup in the UAE
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AGENCIES

Sydney, August 21: In a break-
through for skin grafts and the study 
of skin disorders, scientists in Aus-
tralia’s Queensland have successful-
ly grown what they describe as the 
world’s fi rst fully functioning human 
skin with its own blood supply.

Researchers at the University of 
Queensland’s Fraser Institute used 
stem cells to create the human skin 
replica, which contains blood ves-
sels, capillaries, hair follicles, lay-
ers of tissue and immune cells, ABC 
news reported. Institute director 
Professor Kiarash Khosrotehrani 
said the skin organoids were devel-
oped in the laboratory over six years 
and could be transformative for skin 
grafts, wound healing and studying 
skin disorders.

“We think this is now opening 
completely new doors towards fi nd-
ing new treatments for a range of 
rare diseases that are affecting a lot 
of parents with sick children,” Kiar-
ash said. Senior research fellow Dr 

Abbas Shafi ee said it’s a step up from 
previous skin models that contain a 
thin layer of skin and one cell type.

“With those vascular and immune 
components, we can now model dis-
eases in the lab and hopefully devel-
op new medicines to target them,” 
he said.
Studying skin disorders

The researchers hope it can im-
prove the study of a range of common 
skin disorders like psoriasis, atopic 
dermatitis and scleroderma, as well 
as rarer genetic diseases.

“These organoid models we have 

developed have all the components 
of skin and are now really going to 
open our eyes in terms of what’s hap-
pening and how we can fi x things,” 
said Kiarash.

The research could also help to im-
prove skin grafts, which are vital for 
extensive burns, wounds or certain 
surgeries — although the research-
ers said that is still ‘down the track’.
A useful stepping stone

Allison Cowin is a professor of 
regenerative medicine at the Uni-
versity of South Australia and a 
researcher working on an antibody 
therapy for people suffering from 
epidermolysis bullosa (EB).

EB is a rare genetic disorder that 
affects fewer than 1,500 Australians 
and causes skin to be fragile and 
blister easily. It’s also known as the 
‘butterfl y disease’ because the skin 
of people with EB is so delicate it is 
likened to butterfl y wings.

Allison said the skin organoid has 
the potential to be a ‘useful stepping 
stone’ in identifying what will work in 
the treatment of rare diseases like EB.

Dr Abbas & Prof Kiarash at the lab with a 
tray of skin organoids

In a 1st, living skin grown in lab

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 21: In 
a bid to strengthen and improve 
school education in Odisha, the 
state government Thursday 
decided to merge the Board of 
Secondary Education (BSE) and 
the Council of Higher Second-
ary Education (CHSE) into a 
single board.

This was revealed during a 
review meeting of School and 
Mass Education (S&ME) depart-
ment, chaired by Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi, at Lok Se-
va Bhawan here.

Highlighting that achieving the 
vision of a prosperous Odisha by 
2036 requires a strong focus on 
school education, the CM said 
steps will be taken to regularise 
schematic primary teachers. Cur-
rently, Odisha has 1,60,319 teach-
ing posts across 45,292 primary 
schools. As per the NEP-2020, an 
additional 39,366 teaching posts 
will be created. In addition, 5,067 
teaching positions will become 
vacant by December 2025. “Com-
bining all these, 44,433 posts will 
be fi lled within the next three 
years – approximately 15,000 
posts each year,” Majhi said.

To strengthen school educa-
tion, the need for a single ed-
ucation board in the state was 
expressed during the meeting. 
Accordingly, a decision was 
taken to merge the BSE and the 
CHSE into a single board.

Currently, while students from 
Classes I to VIII are provided free 
textbooks, only SC and  ST stu-
dents in Classes IX and X receive 
free textbooks. The CM decided 
that free textbooks will now be 
provided to all students in Classes 
IX and X, regardless of category.

Recognising that health is 
equally important along with 
education for students, a deci-
sion was taken to appoint ANMs 

(Auxiliary Nurse Midwives) in 
hostels. One ANM or multipur-
pose health worker will be ap-
pointed for every 300 students.

It was also decided that the 
approval process for new private 
schools in Odisha will be made 
entirely online. The CM empha-
sised the importance of provid-
ing education to tribal children 
in their mother tongue. “This 
approach would facilitate better 
linguistic communication with 
the students and improve the 
quality of education,” Majhi said.

In this context, steps will be 
taken to establish a multilingual 
education centre in Koraput in 
collaboration with SCSTRTI.

For education of different-
ly-abled children, regular teach-
ers who have completed BEd 
in Special Education will be 
appointed as resource persons 
in different clusters.

A decision was also taken to 
develop SCERT in line with the 
NCERT. The state government 
has also decided to strengthen 
the Directorate of Textbook 
Publication and Marketing.

Among others, S&ME Min-
ister Nityananda Gond was 
present.

CONTEST AHEAD: INDIA bloc’s V-P candidate B Sudershan Reddy fi les his nomination, in New Delhi, Thursday. Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge, 
party leader Sonia Gandhi and NCP(SP) chief Sharad Pawar are also seen SANSAD TV VIA PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, August 21: The Supreme 
Court Thursday asked the Centre if 
courts were ‘powerless to intervene’ if 
Governor sat over Bills for years, ren-
dering the state legislature ‘defunct’.

A fi ve-judge Constitution bench, 
headed by Chief Justice BR Gavai, 
made the remark in response to Solic-
itor General Tushar Mehta’s submis-
sion that courts should refrain from 
interfering and passing binding 
directions in such a situation 
and a political solution can 
be found to deal with such 
an impasse.

“The Assembly, elected by a 
majority, unanimously passes 
a Bill, if the Governor does not 
exercise the proviso under Article 
200, it will be virtually making the leg-
islature defunct. The persons who are 
elected, what is the safeguard for them,” 
the bench also comprising Justices 
Surya Kant, Vikram Nath, PS Nara-
simha and AS Chandurkar told Mehta.

The bench continued, “... can we say 
that however high the constitutional 
functionaries may be, if they do not act, 
the court is powerless to intervene in 
such a situation? Assent is given or 
rejected, the reasons we are not going 

into, why he has given or not given. 
Suppose an act passed by the compe-
tent legislature, if Governor simply sits 
over it for an indefi nite period, what 
will then?”

The bench was hearing a presidential 
reference on the question whether the 
court can impose timelines for Gover-
nors and President to deal with Bills 
passed by state Assemblies. 

Mehta said courts should not lay 
down a precedent in ‘such an extreme 

situation’ and rather an endeav-
our ought to be made in fi nding 
a solution from within the 
system. The Centre has chal-
lenged the April 8 verdict for 
ruling related to Bills pending 

with the Tamil Nadu Governor.
“This deemed to have been 

passed Bill direction is violative of 
the Constitution,” Mehta said, arguing 
courts couldn’t substitute itself to the 
role of another constitutional function-
ary. Mehta said no timeline could be 
fi xed for President and Governor to act 
on the Bills passed by the Assembly as 
the Constitution itself didn’t provide 
any timeline for these constitutional 
functionaries. The bench said it is not 
sitting in appellate jurisdiction to re-
view the April 8 verdict.

The hearing would resume August 26.

GUV-BILLS ROW

Will courts be powerless: SC

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 21: 
World’s fi rst Asian elephant 
species’ survival centre will 
be established at Godibari in 
Chandaka area of the City, 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi announced Thursday.

While inaugurating an in-
ternational workshop on hu-

man-elephant coexistence – 
attended by conservationists, 
policymakers, and researchers 
from across India and abroad 
– in the City, Majhi said ‘Cen-
ter for Species Survival: Asian 
Elephant’ will come up in 
Bhubaneswar in collaboration 
with the IUCN Species Survival 
Commission, Wildlife Trust of 
India, and the Columbus Zoo 

and Aquarium.
“This centre will drive re-

search, policy, and best prac-
tices — not just for Odisha, 
but for all of south and south-
east Asia. The initiative has 
set a new global benchmark 
in conservation of Asian el-
ephants. It will serve as a 
regional hub for advancing 
science, shaping policy and 

driving community action 
across the region for elephant 
conservation,” the CM said.

The CM said, “Our vision is 
to create a development mod-
el for Odisha where elephants 
roam freely, our forests re-
main healthy, and communi-
ties coexist in peace with ani-
mals. This model will inspire 
the rest of the world.”

World’s fi rst Asian elephant survival centre in state soon

SINGLE BOARD FOR 
SCHOOL EDUCATION

Around 45,000 teacher posts 
to be fi lled within the next 
three years

Schematic primary teachers 
to be regularised

Free textbooks for all students 
up to Class X

One ANM or multipurpose 
health worker to be appointed 
for every 300 students

Key takeaways

House session starts Sept 18
Bhubaneswar: The Monsoon 
session of Assembly will commence 
September 18, offi cial sources said 
Thursday. The weeklong session 
will continue up to September 25 
with a single day break September 
21 as it is a Sunday. Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Mukesh Mahaling 
said there will be six offi cial 
business days, one private 
members’ day and one no-meeting 
day between September 18 and 25. 
The session is likely to be stormy in 
the backdrop of immolation deaths 
of women and girls, including at 
Balasore, Bargarh, Kendrapara and 
Balanga in Puri. 



Mumbai: After a successful 15-year run in cin-
ema, Samantha Ruth Prabhu is embracing a new, 
intentional phase of her career. In a recent con-
versation with Grazia India, the actress revealed 
that she has consciously slowed down, choosing 
projects that resonate with her deeply while pri-
oritising health and wellness.

“I’ve reached a point where I only do things 
I’m extremely passionate about, whether that’s 
fi tness, fi lms, or business,” she shared. Refl ect-
ing on her journey, Samantha admitted that 

not every past project stirred her creatively, 
but today, whether acting, producing, or in-
vesting, she commits with complete dedica-
tion.

A key shift has been reducing her work-
load. “I no longer shoot fi ve fi lms at a time. 
I’ve realised the importance of listening to 
my body. Though I work less now, every-

thing I take on carries more mean-
ing. The quantity has reduced, 
but the quality has defi nitely 
improved,” she said.

Recently, Samantha made 
a cameo in the Telugu fi lm 
Subham and was seen in 
Prime Video’s Citadel: Hon-
ey Bunny opposite Varun 
Dhawan. She now gears 

up for Rakt Brahmand: The 
Bloody Kingdom, a high-oc-

tane Raj & DK series featur-
ing Aditya Roy Kapur, Ali 
Fazal, Wamiqa Gabbi, 
and Jaideep Ahlawat, 
set for a 2026 release.
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Mumbai: Triptii Dimri has 
quickly emerged as one of the 
most sought-after actresses of 
her generation, with a fi lmog-
raphy that refl ects versatility 
and depth. From Laila Majnu
and Bulbbul to Qala and the re-
cently released Dhadak 2, she 
has carved her own niche in 
the industry by choosing roles 
that go against formula and 
highlight the evolving defi n-
ition of a new-age heroine.

At a recent press confer-
ence, the actress revealed her 
dream role—portraying either 
Meena Kumari or Madhubala 
in a biopic. “I would love to do a 
biopic. I’m a huge fan of Meena 
Kumari ji and Madhubala ji. If 
someone makes a fi lm on either 
of them, I would love to be a 
part of it. They were legends, 
icons—and portraying them 
would be an honour,” she said.

Triptii also refl ected on the 
challenges of her craft, es-
pecially during intense 
scenes. “Honestly, when 
you’re acting, there’s 
so much pressure 
in the moment. You 

don’t think of anyone else—
you’re just reacting to 
your co-actor, your 
lines, your scene. 
Still, playing either 
of them would be 
such a learning 
experience,” 
she added.

Given her 
trajectory, 
Triptii Dim-
ri seems 
well-pre-
pared to 
embody 
the grace, 
strength, 
and 
com-
plexity 
of these 
cinematic 
legends.
AGENCIES

You will fi nd comfort, 
perched on a branch in the 
family tree, today. Your maturity will 
help you deal with emotional issues with 
ease. Energy and exuberance will be an 
investment you make today, the results 
of which you will reap in the days to 
come, hopes Ganesha.

Your desire for a clean 
house will reach the level of 
obsession, predicts Ganesha. 
You may plan to wash your car, clean 
your yard and arrange your wardrobe. 
And you don't trust the housemaid with 
any of the chores, because no one can 
clean the house better than you. Personal 
hygiene will also get your full attention, 
feels Ganesha.

For Cancerians, this day 
brings good tidings for their 
jobs and businesses. Those 
in business can look forward to a highly 
profi table day. Long-term business deals 
may be in the offi ng as well. If you hap-
pen to be in the services, rest assured, 
you may look forward to extra perks, pay 
hike and promotions. Just make sure 
that you hone your skills to reach where 
you want to be, advises Ganesha.

Today fi nds you ambitious 
and meticulous. Actions will 
not speak – they’ll roar! Your 
planning and scruples will set the pace 
at work. Expect pats on the back from 
your bosses and a round of cheers from 
your peers.

Your mind shall take over 
the proceedings today. And 
it shall, in all likeliness, draw 
you to the work bench and keep your 
nose to the grindstone. But your heart 
will fl utter like a butterfl y, and if you 
manage to strike the right balance, you 
may win over your special one and your 
boss too, says Ganesha.

Chances of you hitting a 
roadblock today are high. 
But remember the saying, 
‘When the going gets tough, the tough 
get going.’ So don’t succumb to pressure, 
advises Ganesha, but rise up to the occa-
sion and show who’s the boss.

Today, you will remain 
unruffl ed by the commotion 
around you, says Ganesha. 
However, the emotions locked up inside 
you will probably cloud your power of 
reasoning and may leave you feeling a 
little lost. But this will only be a passing 
phase, and you will come out of the 
bewilderment in no time. 

Today, you will experience 
the harmonious balance 
between logic and emotion. 
You will consequently know how to mix 
business with pleasure. Money wise, you 
are content, but trivial issues may bother 
you today, says Ganesha.

An action-packed day awaits 
you, busy as you will be cor-
responding with old contacts, 
telephonic interviews, organising meet-
ings and scheduling tasks, says Ganesha. 
Do not forget to breathe!

Of late, you have been very 
concerned about the health 
of one of your close friends. Take this 
day to lay your fears to rest by spending 
time with that friend. Work can wait, as 
today you must prove to yourself, if not to 
others, that ‘a friend in need is a friend in-
deed’. Ganesha wishes you the very best.

Today is a crucial and fasci-
nating day for you, predicts 
Ganesha. You will learn and gain from 
your bosses and elders. Peers and sib-
lings may extend their full support to you. 
Your chances of winning legal battles are 
remote, so an out-of-court settlement 
may be your best bet.

You may pick up the 
hammer and chisel today. 
No, you're not taking up 
sculpture; you're fi nally giving in to your 
spouse's demands to take some home im-
provement measures. It's in your interest 
to be speedy and focused, as you are the 
guilty party, says Ganesha.
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I COULD HAVE BEEN A RACING 
CAR DRIVER: HELEN MIRREN

KIRSTEN DUNST KEEN TO 
STAR IN MINECRAFT 2

Academy Award-winning actress Helen 
Mirren is foolishly vain about her motoring 
skills and said that she could have been a 
racing car driver. The 80-year-old actress 
said: “I’m rather foolishly vain about my 
driving. I’m sure I could have been a racing 
car driver.”

Kirsten Dunst, impressed by A Minecraft 
Movie grossing over USD 900 million, says 
she would consider starring in its sequel. 
While once known for commercial hits like 
Spider-Man, Dunst has in recent years grav-
itated more toward independent projects, 
showcasing her versatile acting choices.
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SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

AKSHAY’S UNIQUE 
DINNER SCHEDULE

Mumbai: Bollywood star Akshay Kumar 
shared that fi nishing dinner by 6.30 PM 
is very important.  Akshay during a 
book launch talked about his healthy 
habit of fi nishing dinner early.

He said: “Why is it important to eat 
at 6.30 in the morning? It is very import-
ant for your body because when we go to 
sleep at night, our eyes are resting, our 
legs are resting, our hands are resting, 
every part of our body is resting.”

“But what is not resting is your 
stomach because we have eaten 
food late.”

“By the time you get up, it is 
time for him to relax. But when 

we get up, we eat our breakfast 
and again the poor stomach 

is working… I am explain-
ing it in a very very simple 
way and you all know, you 
all know that the stomach, 
all the diseases come from 
there.”

He said that it is im-
portant to take care of the 
stomach.

“I think the diseases 
will not come near 
you. So this is what I 
always follow. So it 
is important to eat at 
6.30 because you get 
your time to digest 
your food and by the 
time when you are 
about to sleep, by 
9, 9.30, 10 o’clock, 
the stomach is 
completely ready 
to rest and that’s 
it. So it is a very 
simple thing.”
IANS

Triptii’s 
dream role

Mumbai: She started her 
acting journey when she 
was just 16, actress Saiee 

Manjrekar at 23 says that 
she’s in no rush to fi ll her 
calendar “just for the sake of 

being busy” and wants to work 
on things she truly wants “to be 
a part of”.

Saiee said: “I started working 
very young, and in these years, 
I’ve learned that choosing the 
right project is far more im-
portant than doing too many at 
once. I’m in no rush to fi ll my 
calendar just for the sake of 
being busy.”

“At this stage in my life, I 
want to work on things I truly 
want to be a part of stories 
that excite me, roles that 
challenge me, and experi-

ences that help me grow 
as an artist.”

Saiee, who is the daugh-
ter of veteran star Mahesh 
Manjrekar, said a project 
should give her the freedom 
to explore her “craft and 
bring something unique to 
the table.”

“I believe that when you 
work from a place of passion, 
the results always speak for 
themselves. I’m happy to wait 
for the right opportunities 
rather than make hasty deci-
sions that don’t align with my 
vision,” she concluded.

Saiee made her fi lm debut 
with a brief appearance as Kushi 
Damle in the Marathi fi lm Kak-
sparsh in 2012.
IANS

Saiee on her 
career approach

Samantha embraces 
mindful choices
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LORD OF WISDOM
An artisan gives fi nishing 

touches to earthen idols of Lord 
Ganesh at Kumbhar Sahi in 

Cuttack Thursday 

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, August 21: Hrishita Himalika, 
a meritorious Odia student from Delhi Univer-
sity, has been selected to pursue her M Sc in 
Strategic Marketing at the prestigious Imperial 
Business School, part of Imperial College Lon-
don, which currently ranks second globally for 
academic excellence.

Hrishita’s academic journey includes offers 
from other top-tier institutions such as Trinity 

College Dublin, Warwick Uni-
versity, and Edinburgh Univer-
sity. In 2024, she also attended 
a specialised course at the 
London School of Economics, 
further enriching her interna-
tional academic exposure.

She completed her school-
ing at Mother’s Public School 
and SAI International School, 

Bhubaneswar and earned her B Com (Honours) 
degree from Delhi University. Her achievement 
has been widely appreciated by national and ac-
ademic leaders, including Balram Pani, Dean, 
Delhi University, Santosh Kumar Tripathy, Vice 
Chancellor of FM University, Kishore K Basa, 
Chairman, National Monument Authority and 
Ashok Das, Former VC of Utkal University.

Hrishita is the daughter of Gadadhar Rath 
and Banani Rath, both serving in the Ministry of 
Communications at the Centre and residents of 
Basudev Nagar in Bhubaneswar. She is the grand-
daughter of late educators Prasanna Kumar Rath 
of Dhansar, Banki and Banambar Rath of Khurda.

Odia girl Hrishita makes it 
to Imperial College London

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 21: 
In a signifi cant step towards 
strengthening Odisha’s posi-
tion as a global tourism desti-
nation, the state government 
has signed three memoran-
dums of understanding (MoUs) 
to promote heritage conserva-
tion, adventure tourism, and 
Buddhist pilgrimage circuits 
in state. 

The MoU signing ceremony 
was held at Lok Seva Bhavan 
Thursday in presence of Dep-
uty Chief Minister and Tour-
ism Minister Pravati Parida, 
Odia Language Literature 
& Culture (OLCC) Minister 
Suryabanshi Suraj and Chief 
Secretary Manoj Ahuja.  

Speaking on the occasion, 
Parida said the three agree-
ments represent Odisha’s 
holistic vision to conserve 
heritage, diversify tourism 
offerings, and expand its glob-
al footprint. “It is critical to 
implement these projects in 

mission mode to ensure they 
yield meaningful outcomes,” 
she said. 

Speaking at the event, Suraj 
described the Buddhist tour-
ism initiative as a historic 
partnership which will revive 
and promote state’s unparal-
leled cultural heritage, while 
Ahuja underlined the role of 
tourism in Odisha’s ‘Vision 
2036’, stating that the sector 
not only contributes to eco-
nomic development but also 
helps preserve culture and 
generate livelihoods. 

The agreements were 

signed between the Tourism 
department and Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Madras 
(IIT-M), National Institute of 
Water Sports (NIWS), Goa, 
and the Light of Buddhadhar-
ma Foundation Internation-
al (LBDFI), in collaboration 
with the OLLC.

The state, in tie-up with 
IIT Madras, will leverage ad-
vanced scientifi c techniques 
for structural audits and con-
servation of heritage monu-
ments. The collaboration will 
cover detailed documentation, 
material testing, geo-technical 

investigations, and prepara-
tion of project reports. It also 
includes sustainable reuse 
plans and project management 
consultancy support, aimed at 
ensuring the long-term preser-
vation of state’s historic sites.

The partnership with NIWS, 
Goa will introduce globally ac-
cepted safety standards, safety 
audits, and capacity-building 
programmes for adventure 
tourism operators, lifeguards, 
and service providers in the 

state. With Odisha’s long 
coastline and abundant water 
resources, the government 
sees signifi cant potential for 
developing adventure tourism 
and creating livelihood oppor-
tunities for the state’s youth.

The third MoU, between 
LBDFI and OLLC department, 
focuses on reviving Odisha’s 
Buddhist heritage and pil-
grimage tourism by organis-
ing annual prayer ceremonies 
at key Buddhist sites such as 
Ratnagiri, Udayagiri, Lalita-
giri, and Dhauli. The partner-
ship will also enhance visitor 
amenities, develop digital en-
gagement infrastructure, and 
curate cultural and academ-
ic programmes highlighting 
state’s Buddhist legacy and 
the teachings of Guru Padma-
sambhava.

These collaborations mark 
an important milestone in 
building a resilient, inclusive, 
and future-ready tourism eco-
system for Odisha, offi cials 
said.

Pacts to boost heritage, adventure & Buddhist tourism
The three agreements 
represent Odisha’s 
holistic vision to 
conserve heritage, 
diversify tourism 
offerings, and expand 
its global footprint, 
said Deputy CM 
Pravati Parida

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

 
Bhubaneswar, August 21: With the battle lines 
clearly drawn for the September 9 vice-presi-
dential elections, Odisha's Opposition party Biju 
Janata Dal (BJD) is yet to reveal its stand.

NDA pick CP Radhakrishnan is pitted against 
Opposition candidate B Sudershan Reddy in the 
polls.

Though BJD’s seven MPs may not be a de-
ciding factor in the elections, party president 
Naveen Patnaik’s stand would be interesting for 
the national politics as well as for Odisha where 
the party has been opposing the 14-month-old 
maiden government of the BJP.

The BJD all along backed NDA candidates 
when it was in power in Odisha, but Patnaik's 
party is now in the Opposition.

Patnaik received phone calls from Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge Wednesday. They enquired 
about the health condition of the former chief 
minister who was hositalised for dehydration. 

Senior BJD leader and Opposition chief whip 
in Assembly Pramila Mallik said, “Our party 
president Naveen Patnaik will take the fi nal 
decision on the BJD's stand in the vice-presi-
dential elections at the right time. He all along 
has taken decisions keeping in view the interest 
of the state and the country.” 

Patnaik supported NDA candidates Droupadi 
Murmu in Presidential elections and Jagdeep 
Dhankar in vice-president polls, both in 2022.

This apart, the BJD backed the Narendra 
Modi government in several contentious issues 
between 2014 and 2024 including the demoneti-
sation and the abrogation of Article 370 from 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

The regional party supported BJP candidate 
Ashwini Vaishnaw twice to get elected to the 
Rajya Sabha. 

“The BJD has been humiliated in the hands 
of the BJP in the 2024 elections; it lost power 
in the state and even failed to open an account 
in the Lok Sabha elections. Now, it should re-
alise its position and support INDIA candidate 
instead,” said senior Congress MLA Taraprasad 
Bahinipati.

BJD leader and former MP Mahesh Sahoo said 
the regional party would oppose the NDA candi-
date in the vice-presidential election.

VP election: BJD keeps 
cards close to its chest

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 21: 
The state government effected 
a major reshuffl e in the police 
administration, transferring 
and posting 18 IPS and OPS 
offi cers across various key 
positions in the state. While 
2011-batch IPS offi cer Pinak 
Mishra, who was Puri SP, has 
been elevated to DIG of Police, 
Eastern Range, Prateek Singh 
(IPS, 2014) has been transferred 
as SP of Puri.

A notifi cation was released 
by the Home department with 
details of the new appoint-
ments.

As per the notifi cation, San-
tosh Bala (IPS, 1995 batch) has 
been posted as Director, SFSL, 
while S Praveen Kumar (IPS, 
2002 batch) has been appointed 
IG of Police, Provisioning.

Gajbhiyye Satish Kumar 
Iswardas (IPS, 2002 batch) has 
been appointed as IG of Police, 
Special Armed Police, and San-

jay Kumar Kaushal (IPS, 2003 
batch) has been shifted to IG 
of Police, Economic Offences 
Wing (EOW). Other notable 
changes include Avinash 
Kumar (IPS, 2007), who will 
head the State Crime Record 
Bureau, while Satyajit Naik 
(IPS, 2008) takes charge as DIG 
of Police, Central Range. Pinak 
Mishra (IPS, 2011) has been ele-
vated to DIG of Police, Eastern 
Range.

Among the district postings, 
Prateek Singh (IPS, 2014) has 
been transferred as SP, Puri, 
Vivekanand Sharma (IPS, 2014) 
to SP, Khurda, and Parmar 
Smit Parshottamdas (IPS, 2013) 
as SP, Crime Branch.

Gundala Reddy Raghaven-
dra (IPS, 2019) has been post-
ed as SP, Jharsuguda, while 
Amritpal Kaur (IPS, 2021) has 
been posted as SP, Sundargarh.

This apart, OPS officer 
Bhawani Shankar Udgata has 
been posted as SP, Railway, 
Cuttack.

IPS reshuffl e: Prateek 
Singh new Puri SP



P4downtownFRIDAY | AUGUST 22, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

29.5° 28.6°
25.5° 23.5°
97% 94%

1.6mm 1.2mm

FORECAST

Generally cloudy 
sky with one or 

two spells of rain 
or thundershower.

MARKET WATCH

GOLD    `99,520   `22

SILVER `113,775   `09

DOLLAR  87.25   0.16

EURO      101.70   0.19

SENSEX 82000.71   142.87

NIFTY     25083.75   32.20

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, August 21: 
Chanchala Mohanta, a pro-
gressive woman farmer from 
Thakurmunda block in Ma-
yurbhanj district, has turned 
adversity into opportunity 
through goat farming, emerg-
ing as a role model for rural 
women in Odisha.

Sharing her journey at the 
World Goat Day 2025 celebra-
tions in Bhubaneswar Thurs-
day, Chanchala recalled, 
“When I came to this village 
after my marriage in 2006, my 
family relied only on paddy, 
goats, poultry, and vegetables 
farming. Though we had goats, 
we lacked proper knowledge of 
management. In 2015, with sup-
port from Heifer International, 
I received training on vaccina-
tion, housing, and breed im-
provement. That’s when I real-
ised that with scientifi c man-
agement, I could signifi cantly 

increase my income.”
With the help of a loan, she 

expanded her herd and now 
owns 49 goats along with poul-
try. “I have already sold 10 
goats and earned `1.46 lakh 
through goat farming last year. 
It was not easy, but without 
taking risks you cannot create 
your own space,” she said. 

Despite personal hardships, 
including the loss of her family 
and the responsibility of rais-
ing a disabled child, Chanchala 
continues to persevere with un-
wavering determination.

In recognition of her dedica-

tion, Chanchala has been felic-
itated at both block and district 
levels. “I want to stand with 
change and prove that women 
farmers can be self-reliant,” 
she said.

Praising her achievements, 
Fisheries and Animal Re-
sources Development Minister 
Gokulananda Mallik remarked, 
“Chanchala’s hard work is an 
inspiration to all. For a nation 
to grow, women must be at the 
forefront. Our government has 
several schemes to empow-
er women. Just as President 
Droupadi Murmu rose to the 

highest offi ce through dedica-
tion, women like Chanchala 
demonstrate what persever-
ance can achieve.”

The event, organised by 
Passing Gifts—a subsidiary 
of Heifer International—was 
held on the theme “Empow-
ering Odisha’s Goat Farm-
ers for a Resilient Future.” It 
brought together government 
offi cials, experts, and farmers 
to emphasise the role of goat 
farming in strengthening rural 
livelihoods. On the occasion, 
17 progressivewere felicitated 
farmers from Keonjhar and 
Mayurbhanj districts for their 
contributions to goat farming.

Goat rearing provides live-
lihood support to over 25 per 
cent of Odisha’s rural house-
holds, especially tribal and 
landless families. According 
to the Odisha Economic Sur-
vey 2024-25, the state slaugh-
tered 6.86 million goats last 
year, underscoring the strong 
demand for goat meat.

Experts at the event em-
phasised the need for im-
proved breeds, better veter-
inary care, stronger market 
linkages, and wider financial 
inclusion to unlock the sec-
tor’s full potential.

WORLD GOAT DAY 2025

Chanchala’s journey: From goat farmer to inspiration

By the virtue of  
affi davit at Notary 
Tangi, Dist.-Khorda 
.Affi davit No.- 
70AA 238431 on 
dated 15.08.2025. I 
Manoranjan Sahoo 
S/o Surendranath 
sahoo, resident  of  
Gopalaprasad Kuhudi 
752027, lost sale 
deed document no.-  
1524/2009/1 somewhere 
outside of  the Tangi SR 
offi ce. If  anyone fi nd 
can contact 8018329614

I, Sri Mukesh Kumar 
Mittal, S/o - Prakash 
Kumar Mittal, R/o 
- At/Po : Ward No. 
5, Bargarh, PS/Dist - 
Bargarh, have taken an 
electricity connection 
from TPWODL, Bargarh 
ESO No. IV, in my name 
vides my consumer 
no. 512001111000 with 
a connected load of  
40 KW. The aforesaid 
electricity connection 
was installed at 
Jaisingh Complex, 
Bhatli Chhak, Bargarh, 
Dist - Bargarh and for 
my said electricity 
connection I have 
deposited an amount 
of  Rs.1,22,780/- with 
the TPWODL authority 
and I was issued with 
a money receipt for the 
same. I have lost my 
said original money 
receipt issued by the 
TPWODL authority and 
out of  all my possible 
searches I was unable 
to trace it out. If  any 
person found the same 
is requested to deposit 
the same at TPWODL 
offi ce, Bargarh.

 CLASSIFIED
LOST

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 21: 
In a step towards advancing 
healthcare innovation and 
promoting clinical entrepre-
neurship, AIIMS- Bhubaneswar 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
KIIT-Technology Business In-
cubator (KIIT-TBI) and Bhu-
baneswar City Knowledge 
Innovation Cluster (BCKIC) 
Foundation Thursday.

The collaboration aims to 
create a robust platform for 
developing, validating, and 
deploying healthcare technol-
ogies, accelerate healthcare 
innovation growth and attract 
healthcare startups. It’ll also 
help to establish joint Centres of 
Excellence (CoEs) in healthcare, 
diagnostics and digital health.

The MoU signing ceremony 
was held at AIIMS-Bhubaneswar 
in the presence of executive di-
rector Ashutosh Biswas and 
KIIT-TBI CEO and BCKIC chair-
man Mrutyunjay Suar.

“This partnership will posi-
tion AIIMS-Bhubaneswar as 
a national translational inno-
vation hub, fostering medical 
product development, technol-
ogy advancement, effective IP 
management, and boosting clin-

ical entrepreneurship,” Biswas 
said on the occasion.

Under this MoU, AIIMS-Bhu-
baneswar, KIIT-TBI, and BCK-
IC will collaborate on innova-
tion and startup initiatives, in-
cluding bootcamps, regulatory 
workshops, and startup–inves-
tor roundtables.

Similarly, efforts will be pro-
moted in skill development, 
entrepreneurship, clinical in-
novation, technology transfer, 
and incubation of healthcare 
startups. A Centre of Excel-
lence (CoE) will be established, 
equipped with high-end diag-
nostic tools, clinical valida-
tion pathways, and advanced 
research facilities.

The ceremony was also 
graced by BCKIC CEO and 
KIIT-TBI advisor Namrata Mis-
ra, AIIMS-Bhubaneswar dean 
Satyajeet Misra and MoU com-
mittee secretary Rituparna Mai-
ti, KIIT-TBI (Tech-Innovation) 
manager Jayalaxmi Dash and 
BCKIC manager Arpan Ghosh.

Mayurbhanj woman’s 
dedication shows how 
perseverance can drive 

growth and inspire 
change

City AIIMS inks MoU for 
healthcare innovation

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 21: A 
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) delega-
tion met Union Environment 
Forest & Climate Change 
Minister Bhupender Yadav 
and Union Minister for Tribal 
Affairs Jual Oram in New Del-
hi Thursday seeking urgent 
intervention to protect tribal 
rights in Malkangiri district 
and expressing concerns over 
the Polavaram Project.

The delegation included 
BJD senior vice president De-
bi Prasad Mishra, MP Manas 
Ranjan Mangaraj, MP Sub-
hashish Khuntia and other 

prominent leaders. 
The delegation strongly ob-

jected to the ongoing submer-
gence risk from the Polavaram 
project in Andhra Pradesh, not-
ing that repeated appeals and 

meetings with the Centre have 
yet to yield substantial action.

Citing the Supreme Court’s 
2022 observation that mandat-
ed environmental clearances, 
backwater studies, and stake-
holder consultation, the BJD 
accused the Centre of ignoring 
judicial directives.

The party noted that while 
environmental and resettle-
ment clearances were granted 
in 2005 and 2007, the project has 
since been expanded without 
fresh approvals.

The BJD’s key demands in-
cluded an independent back-
water study, a comprehensive 
review of environmental and 
social impacts on Malkangiri 
and neighbouring tribal ar-
eas, and a dedicated impact 
assessment on tribal commu-
nities such as the Koya, Bon-
da, Gadaba, and Kandha.

The delegation warned that 
the revised fl ood discharge ca-
pacity of 50 lakh cusecs, along 
with the Centre’s recent sanc-
tion of `17,936 crore for project 
completion, will heighten dis-
placement risks for Odisha’s 
tribal population.

“Development cannot 
come at the cost of displace-
ment and cultural destruc-
tion,” the delegation stated, 
vowing to continue its fight 
at all platforms.

BJD raises tribal, Polavaram 
concerns with Union mins

PARTY CALLS FOR DETAILED ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL REVIEWS TO 
PROTECT TRIBAL POPULATIONS IN MALKANGIRI AND SURROUNDING AREAS

THE DELEGATION HIGHLIGHTED 
THE PERSISTENT SUBMERGENCE 

RISK FROM THE POLAVARAM 
PROJECT AND CRITICISED THE 

CENTRE FOR INACTION DESPITE 
REPEATED APPEALS

BJD CAUTIONED THAT THE 
INCREASED FLOOD DISCHARGE 

CAPACITY AND RECENT PROJECT 
FUNDING COULD ESCALATE 
DISPLACEMENT RISKS FOR 

ODISHA’S TRIBAL COMMUNITIES

Guv urges UU alumni  to lead social change

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 21: 
Education is not just about 
personal success. It is a lifelong 
responsibility to enlighten and 
transform society said Gover-
nor Hari Babu Kambhampati 
Thursday appealing Utkal 
University (UU) alumnus to 
treat education as a collective 
responsibility and build a com-
passionate society. 

Kambhampati joined as the 
chief guest at the fi fth annual 

function of the Utkal Univer-
sity Alumni Association at 
MKCG Auditorium. He called 
upon the alumni association to 
go beyond supporting the Uni-
versity’s growth and emerge as 
a force for positive change in 
the wider world.

Kambhampati described Ut-
kal University as a “radiant 
beacon of knowledge” that 
has shaped leaders in poli-
tics, governance, science, ed-
ucation, literature, law, cul-
ture, business, and public life 
for over eight decades. “The 
achievements of its alumni 
are a testament to the great-
ness of the institution, with 
each alumnus serving as 
an ambassador of its values 
across the state, nation, and 
beyond,” he said.

CLOSE SHAVE: An Ama Bus catches fi re and burns on National Highway-16 near Gadakhurda Square in 
Khurda district Thursday, causing panic among passengers, all of whom escaped unharmed OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 21: 
CARE Hospitals, Bhubaneswar 
has achieved a medical milestone 
by performing Eastern India’s 
fi rst robotic, 3D-guided cement-
less knee replacement, conducted 
by London-trained orthopaedic 
specialist Sandeep Singh.

The surgery was conducted 
on a 58-year-old retired teach-
er from Bhubaneswar, who had 
been suffering from advanced 
knee arthritis. The patient was 
able to stand and walk with 
support within 24 hours of the 
procedure, underscoring its ef-
fectiveness.

Speaking on the break-
through, Singh said, “At CARE 
Hospitals, our orthopedic de-
partment has always been at the 
forefront of adopting advanced 
technologies. With robotics 
and 3D-guided surgery, we can 
achieve higher precision, better 
outcomes, and a signifi cantly 
improved quality of life for pa-
tients. This milestone is not just 
about technology, it is about en-
abling people to walk pain-free 
with confi dence and dignity.”

Eastern India’s 1st robotic 
knee replacement surgery 
at City CARE Hospitals

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 21: 
The state units of the Hindi 
Teachers’ Association and Ut-
kal Trained Sanskrit Teachers’ 
Association jointly staged a 
protest and began an indefi nite 
hunger strike Thursday here at 
Lower PMG Square, demanding 
the immediate implementation 
of the new draft cadre rule for 
high school teachers.

According to the associa-
tions, the education department 
fi nalised the new cadre rule sev-
eral months ago, but they have 
yet to receive approval, leaving 
the matter unresolved. Despite 
repeated appeals, the process 
has not progressed, they added.

Currently, according to the 
government norm, each high 
school in the state has six teach-
ers: two for arts, one each for 
mathematics, science, Hindi, 
and Sanskrit. Teachers from 
both associations noted that all 
six hold similar qualifi cations, 
perform comparable duties, and 
receive equal salaries. They 
argued that service conditions 
and promotional opportunities 
should likewise be uniform.

However, they alleged that 
under the outdated 1993 cadre 
rule, Hindi and Sanskrit teach-
ers are being denied equal treat-
ment. While teachers of other 
subjects have broader promo-
tion opportunities, including 
elevation to headmaster posi-
tions across districts, language 
teachers face restrictions and 
discriminatory barriers in ca-
reer advancement.

Despite a discussion with 
the Education Secretary in 
November last year, where 
offi cials acknowledged the in-
consistencies, no concrete ac-
tion has been taken so far. The 
associations also emphasized 
that implementing the revised 
cadre rule would not impose 
any additional fi nancial burden 
on the government.

“After waiting for decades, 
we have no choice but to pro-
test democratically. Unless the 
government approves the new 
cadre rule, we will continue 
our hunger strike,” declared 
the leaders of the associations.

Hindi, Sanskrit 
teachers strike 
over cadre rule



HM arrested for
molesting girls 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharsuguda, August 21: Police 
arrested a headmaster on charge of 
molesting the girl students under 
Banharpali police limits in Jharsu-
guda district Thursday.

The accused was identifi ed as 
Ajay Behera, headmaster of an Ash-
ram School under Lakhanpur block 
of Jharsuguda district. Behera will 
be produced in the court Friday, 
Banharpali IIC Ranjit Naik said. 

The accused has been accused 
of misbehaving and molesting the 
girls studying in Classes VIII, IX 
and X by regularly entering into 
their hostel rooms and bathrooms. 
The accused allegedly again molest-
ed two girls Wednesday.

Fed up, the girls got together 
and lodged a complaint with the 
block social welfare offi cer Jyotsna 
Raudia apprising her about their 
ordeal. Later, Jyotsna informed 
the District Social Welfare Offi cer 
(DSWO) Punyabati Helen Xess 
about the regular ordeal of the girl 
students. 

Directed by the DSWO, the block 
social welfare offi cer lodged a com-
plaint at the Banharpali police 
station. Police registered a case 
(171/25) and launched an investi-
gation. During probe, police found 
clinching evidences against the 
headmaster and arrested him.

Woman, daughter
drown in Nandapur
POST NEWS NETWORK

Nandapur, August 21: A wom-
an and her teenage daughter 
drowned Thursday in a newly 
dug pond at Balia village under 
Lamtaput block of Nandapur 
police limits in Koraput district.

The deceased were identifi ed 
as Nabina Majhi, 40, wife of Sa-
nu Majhi at Harganda village 
of Nandapur block and their 
daughter Ambika Majhi, 15. 
According to police, the two had 
gone to their farmland at Balia 
village to work on their ginger 
cultivation. Sources said Am-
bika entered the pond to bathe 
when her mother was busy in 
farm work. However, she was 
unaware of its depth and started 
drowning. Hearing her daugh-
ter’s cries, Nabina rushed in to 
save her, but she also drowned.

A team led by Hemant Ku-
mar Samal, Offi cer In-Charge 
of Nandapur fi re services, 
fi shed out both the bodies and 
handed them over to police. 
Nandapur police registered 
a case (13/2025) of unnatural 
death and launched an inves-
tigation, Inspector In-Charge 
Mamata Panda said.

The bodies have been pre-
served at the Nandapur com-
munity health centre morgue 
and will be handed over to the 
family after post-mortem Fri-
day, police said.
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Bhadrak, August 21: A 
vehicle carrying around 12 
cows was intercepted by ‘gau 
rakshaks’ (cow vigilantes) 
on National Highway 16 in 
Bhadrak district and set on 
fi re after releasing the cattle 
Thursday, police said.

According to police, the ve-
hicle, carrying cows from Pan-
ikoili area of Jajpur district, 
was blocked by the cow vigilan-
tes near Nalanga petrol pump 
in Bhadrak. They released the 
cows from the van, vandalised 

the vehicle and set it on fi re.
The blaze on the busy high-

way triggered panic among 
commuters. Getting informa-
tion, fi re service personnel 

doused the fl ames, but the ve-
hicle was completely gutted, 
the police said.

Dayanidhi Das, Inspector 
In-Charge of Bhadrak Rural 
police station, confi rmed that 
12 cows were rescued and said 
an investigation has been 
launched. The situation is 
under control, he added.

Eyewitnesses said the driv-
er fl ed the spot soon after the 
incident.

Vehicular movement was 
disrupted for some time before 
police brought the situation 
under control. The rescued 

cattle were later handed over 
to a goshala in Bhadrak.

Bhadrak district ‘Go 
Rakshya Samiti’ president 
Aprubar Ranjan Behera al-
leged rampant cattle smug-
gling in the district, claim-
ing nearly 2,000 cattle had 
been rescued in the last four 
months.

He also recalled that one 
member, Santosh Rahul, was 
killed by cattle smugglers two 
months ago while protesting. 
“Police only reach after gau 
rakshaks intercept the vehi-
cles,” he alleged.

Stray dog attack
leaves 7 injured
Dharakote: At least seven 
persons were injured after 
a stray dog suspected of 
having rabies went on a 
biting spree over the past two 
days in Kusurab, Lakshmipur 
and Bariguda villages under 
Dharakote block in Ganjam 
district. The injured persons 
were identifi ed as Bipra Pradhan, 
Ramesh Goud, Ashwini Dakua, 
Indra Raut and Kashinath Jena of 
Kusurab village, Biswanath Das of 
Lakshmipur and Banamali Das of 
Bariguda village under the block. 
All of them were administered 
treatment and anti-rabies vaccines 
at the Aska Sub-Divisional Hospital. 
Fear has gripped the villagers 
as the dog roamed the streets, 
targeting residents of all ages. 
Panicked residents are reluctant to 
allow children outdoors 
alone. Locals urged the 
administration to take immediate 
action to address the menace. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, August 21: Ten-
sion prevailed in Berhampur 
University Thursday after a 
second-year Journalism and 
Mass Communication stu-
dent sustained injuries in a 
clash between students and 
outsiders near the institute’s 
entrance gate. The violence 
reportedly broke out Wednes-
day evening when some stu-
dents opposed the presence of 
outsiders at a cultural event, 
‘Nuakhai’, organised on cam-
pus by them. The situation 
escalated, leading to a scuffle 
near the entrance.

University authorities imme-
diately halted the programme 
and ordered outsiders to vacate 
the premises.

The incident triggered strong 
political reactions, with stu-
dent wings of the Biju Janata 
Dal (BJD) and Congress de-
manding the immediate arrest 
of those involved in the attack.

Joined by several students, 
Sanakhemundi Congress MLA 

Ramesh Chandra Jena staged a 
dharna in front of Gopalpur po-
lice station Wednesday night, 
calling for swift police action 
against the attackers.

The university authorities 
have enhanced security on the 
campus and decided to restrict 
outsiders from entering the 
campus after 5pm.

Possession of the identity 
card would be made compul-
sory for students to enter the 
campus. These decisions were 
taken by the disciplinary com-
mittee of the university headed 
by Vice Chancellor (VC) Gee-
tanjali Dash.

Currently, 24 security guards 
are deployed on the campus.

“We will increase the num-
ber of security guards to 30. 

Additional guards will be de-
ployed in the boys’ hostels,” the 
VC said. She added there was 
no untoward incident reported 
inside the campus.

The situation is under con-
trol. Classes were held in the 
university smoothly, she added.

Berhampur SP Saravana 
Vivek M said they have de-
ployed two platoons of force to 
maintain law and order on the 
campus following the request of 
university authorities.

Police have registered a case 
against 10 persons named in 
the FIR lodged by the injured 
persons, he said. Action will 
be taken against the persons 
involved in attacking the stu-
dents after a proper inquiry, 
the SP said.

Security tightened in BU following
clash between students, outsiders

Police have registered a 
case against 10 persons 

named in the FIR lodged 
by the injured persons

TAKING TO STREETS: Anganwadi workers stage a demonstration outside the Collectorate in Rayagada over fulfi lment of their nine point charter 
of demands OP PHOTO

Cow vigilantes torch vehicle carrying cattle

NARENDRA RAUT, OP

Semiliguda, August 21: Un-
collected garbage piled up near 
Jagannath Kalyan Mandap in 
front of CNC Hotel along the 
National Highway 26 in Semili-
guda town of Koraput district 
has become a pressing concern 
for residents as the munici-
pality continues to neglect its 
responsibility of maintaining 
cleanliness and hygiene.

The unattended waste has 
become more than just an eye-
sore. It is attracting stray an-
imals such as cows and dogs, 
creating serious risks for com-
muters on the increasingly con-
gested highway. With speeding 
vehicles and animals roaming 
near the garbage pile, residents 
fear a serious accident could 
happen at any moment.

“This is no longer just a hy-
giene issue. It’s turning into a 
safety threat,” said R Narayan 
Rao, a local resident. “Every 
day, we see cows eating plastic, 
dogs fi ghting over scraps, and 
even children forced to walk 
dangerously close to the high-
way just to avoid the foul smell.”

“The stench is unbearable, 

the animals have become ag-
gressive, and people are falling 
sick,” said Namita Patra, who 
lives about 200 metres from 
the garbage pile. “It feels like 
no one is listening to us,” she 
alleged adding that residents 
have lodged multiple com-
plaints with municipal staff 
responsible for cleaning, but no 
concrete action has been taken. 

Owing to humid and rainy 
weather, the situation has 
worsened, turning the area into 
a breeding ground for fl ies, mos-
quitoes, and airborne diseases.

Responding to the growing 
concerns, Sujit Choudhary, 
executive offi cer of Sunabeda 
Municipality, said, “The issue 
of uncollected garbage along 

the national highway at the 
said location has been taken 
into consideration. A proper 
dustbin will be installed at 
the site immediately to ensure 
systematic disposal of waste. 
Additionally, I will personally 
review the work of the contrac-
tor assigned by the municipali-
ty to ensure accountability and 
strict adherence to cleanliness 
standards,” he said.

Community members, how-
ever, remain cautious. Until the 
promises translate into visible 
action, the garbage continues 
to rot, stray animals roam dan-
gerously close to fast-moving 
traffi c, and residents are left to 
endure the mess and the silence 
from those in charge. 

Garbage pile near NH puts
Semiliguda residents at risk

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Keonjhar, Au-
gust 21: Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi Thursday an-
nounced that world-renowned 
steel producer POSCO and 

India’s JSW Steel will jointly 
establish a mega steel plant in 
Keonjhar district, which will 
be Odisha’s second-largest 
steel plant. The project, to be set 
up in the Patna area of Keon-
jhar, has been approved jointly 
by South Korea’s POSCO and 
India’s JSW.

Terming the project the fulfi l-
ment of a long-standing dream, 
various organisations and civic 
forums across Keonjhar district 
expressed their gratitude to the 
Chief Minister during an event 
held at the state guesthouse in 
Bhubaneswar.

The demand for a steel plant 
in Keonjhar has been one of the 
oldest and strongest public de-
mands in the region.

Majhi recalled that he had 
been pressing for the project 

long before assuming offi ce, 
and his party had included the 
steel plant in its 2024 election 
manifesto. Hundreds of work-
ers, members of tribal forums, 
student and youth associations, 
citizens’ groups, press clubs, 
intellectuals, and local public 
representatives from differ-
ent parts of Keonjhar reached 
Bhubaneswar to thank the 
Chief Minister for his efforts. 
Majhi said the prosperity of 
mineral-rich Keonjhar would 
contribute directly to the pros-
perity of Odisha.

He also pointed out that al-
though Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had announced the 
establishment of four mega 
steel plants in the country’s 
mineral-rich states, Odisha had 
previously been deprived due to 
lack of political will.

“Today, under the double-en-
gine government, the world’s 
largest steel manufacturing 
company is setting up a mega 
plant in Keonjhar,” the Chief 
Minister stated.

“This project will secure the 
future of the district and pave 
the way for a prosperous Odis-
ha. In the coming years, Patna 
will emerge as a modern city 
like Rourkela,” he said.

Majhi assured that large-
scale industrialisation will take 
place not only in Keonjhar but 
across the entire state under 
the present government.

POSCO, JSW to set up mega
steel plant in Keonjhar: CM

Hundreds of workers, 
members of tribal forums, 

student and youth 
associations, citizens’ 
groups, press clubs, 

intellectuals, and local 
public representatives 
from different parts of 

Keonjhar reached 
Bhubaneswar to thank 
the CM for his efforts



I
t was good to hear Prime 
Minister Prime Minister 
Modi’s recent assertion 
that the interests of farm-

ers are top priority. “India will 
never compromise with the 
interests of the farmers, live-
stock holders and fi shermen. 
And I know that I will have to 
personally pay a very heavy 
price for this, but I am ready,” 
he said. Agriculture sustains 
around 46% of Indian popula-
tion and employs over 46% of 
workers but it generates less 
than a fi fth of the GDP. 

However, the Opposition 
was quick to scoff at the as-
sertion and recall Modi gov-
ernment’s three farm laws 
wherein the peasants were 
subjected to police excesses 
and a smear campaign by the 
BJP and its ecosystem was 
evident. Over 750 farmers 
were reported to have died 
during the prolonged protest. 
The Prime Minister’s remark 
should be seen in the context 
of the tariff arm-twisting by 
the Trump administration, 
but it wasn’t clear how Modi 
would suffer heavy personal 
loss. Reports so far suggest 
the US demanding zero-duty 
access to the Indian market 
for all its agricultural and 
dairy products, which Delhi 
was fi rmly resisting.

An important development 
in the sector is the launch of 
the National Mission on Nat-
ural Farming with an outlay 
of Rs 2481 crore at an early 
date aimed at promoting sus-
tainable farming on 750,000 
hectares and increasing the 
income of 10 million farm-
ers. The Central government 
will be contributing Rs 1584 
crore towards the scheme 
with states accounting for 
Rs 897 crore.  

However, despite efforts, 
progress in the sector doesn’t 
look encouraging. A recent 
NABARD report stated that 
farm households earn Rs 

13,661 per month on average 
of which actual farm income 
is just Rs 4476. The rest is 
income from other work. Un-
doubtedly, farmers are poor 
and experts suggest that the 
government must come for-
ward to free them from the 
yoke of subsistence farming. 
Fragmentation of farm size 
as also lack of modernisation 
of agriculture has come in 
the way of increase in output 
while the failure of industry 
to create jobs has led to more 
people being dependent on ag-
riculture. 

But the question arises what 
the government is doing either 
to modernise agriculture and 
train farmers to diversity to-
wards value-added crops or 
extend more fi nancial assis-
tance for such diversifi cation 
and to increase productivity? 
Plus, it must also look into the 
fact that agriculture is being 
affected by climate change in 
most parts of the country.

In the Indo-Gangetic plain, 
after crossing western Uttar 
Pradesh into Bihar and West 
Bengal, there are areas of pro-
ductivity but also high rural 
poverty. Temperature rise has 
already hit production, affect-
ing small and marginal farm-
ers in Eastern India. More 

prosperous regions such as 
Punjab and Haryana are also 
likely to see a lowering of pro-
ductivity. 

A decline in agricultural 
productivity is expected to re-
sult in an overall reduction of 
food supplies reaching the mar-
ket soon. This downturn will 
directly affect the availabili-
ty and cost of essential items 
such as vegetables, fruits, 
pulses, dairy, and millets. 
These staples, which ought to 
be accessible to consumers at 
reasonable prices, may become 
increasingly diffi cult to obtain 
as production wanes.

Attention should be given to 
diversifying food crops, a task 
where the Indian Council for 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) 
could contribute more visibly 
at local levels. Small and mar-
ginal farmers, particularly in 
remote areas, need training, 
seeds, inputs, and technical 
support to diversify crops and 
improve incomes—support 
that is currently lacking.

Since the time of the late 
agricultural scientist, MS 
Swaminathan, certain mea-
sures have been suggested 
which include double crop-
ping, better rotation of crops, 
fi ghting plant diseases and 
pests and diversifi cation of 

crops.  However, productiv-
ity enhancing investment in 
agriculture depends not only 
on the state of knowledge but 
also on conditions governing 
the adoption of technology; 
it depends on the land tenure 
system which determines how 
the agricultural produce is di-
vided between owners of land 
and agricultural labour. 

The other important aspect 
is marketing and the year 
started with some good news 
with the Centre coming out 
with a draft national policy 
framework on agriculture 
marketing suggesting states 
move towards a unified na-
tional market for agriculture 
produce through single li-
censing/registration system 
and single fee. 

Now with the US threatening 
50% tariff on exports, the gov-
ernment will need to look for 
new markets. At same time, it’s 
disturbing that India doesn’t 
have a proper agricultural 
policy. While Israel spends 
6% of its GDP on R&D, which 
is twice the global average, half 
of that funding comes from the 
private sector. In contrast, In-
dia invests around 1% and lan-
guishes as a developing nation. 

Increasing farm income is 
indeed a great challenge for 
the country and policymakers 
must sincerely look into the 
matter. Small and marginal 
farmers are in great distress, 
and this can’t be allowed to 
continue for long, if agricul-
ture has to contribute in a 
bigger way to GDP.  Renewed 
efforts are necessary to make 
agriculture remunerative by 
promoting cash crops, setting 
up peasant cooperatives and 
agro-based industries. 

It is essential to conduct a 
thorough analysis of farm dis-
tress and implement measures 
to make agriculture more prof-
itable. Farmers’ interest needs 
action not words alone. 

 INFA

The 50 per cent tariff on many Brazilian exports to the United 
States is one of the highest rates that President Donald Trump 
has imposed as part of his global trade war. Trump has quite 

plainly stated that the crippling levy is an attempt to intimidate Bra-
zil’s justice system into halting the criminal prosecution of former 
Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro for inciting a failed coup in 2023. 
To underscore this point, the administration placed sanctions on Al-
exandre de Moraes, the Brazilian Supreme Court judge overseeing 
Bolsonaro’s trial.

But Trump’s egregious attack on Brazil’s democratic institutions is 
aimed not only at bending a sovereign country’s judiciary to his will, 
but also at beating back a rising challenge to the dollar-denominated 
fi nancial order. Shortly after Trump fi rst threatened Brazil with a 
50 per cent tariff, the US launched a formal investigation into the 
country’s “unfair” trade practices, with a focus on digital trade and 
electronic-payment services. This implies that Pix, Brazil’s instant 
digital payment system, is a threat to Trump’s vision of power.

Pix, developed and operated by Brazil’s central bank, has revolu-
tionised how Brazilians pay bills and transfer money, with at least 
76 per cent of the population using the service. As the Nobel laureate 
economist Paul Krugman recently pointed out, Pix is rapidly displac-
ing both cash and cards, because it offers instantaneous transactions 
and is free for individuals (and the fees for merchants are much lower 
than what they pay for traditional payment methods). The upcoming 
rollout of the “Pix Parcelado” feature, which will allow users to pay 
in installments, could pose an even greater threat to the credit-card 
industry – especially the American giants Visa and Mastercard.

Pix offers far more than convenience: it is a step toward creating a 
new kind of monetary system, one in which commercial banks as we 
know them may become obsolete. That’s not the kind of innovation 
Trump likes, unless it comes from one of his Big Tech allies.

But there is another concern with broader implications: the creeping 
decline in the dollar’s dominance. After World War II, the greenback 
became the unrivaled currency of 
global trade and fi nance. This “ex-
orbitant privilege” has allowed the 
US to borrow freely in its own cur-
rency, fi nance wars and innovation, 
and maintain its geopolitical edge. 
But that privilege has been eroded 
in recent decades – in part because 
of Trump himself.

The normalisation of sanctions 
played a big role in this shift. What 
began as a selective practice in the 
twentieth century intensifi ed after 
the 9/11 attacks, as a counter-terror-
ism measure. By the 2010s, economic 
sanctions had become a cornerstone 
of US foreign policy. US adversar-
ies such as Iran, Venezuela, and 
Russia were variously subject to 
sweeping sanctions (especially 
during Trump’s fi rst term), with 
some even being excluded from the 
Western-dominated SWIFT fi nancial 
messaging system for international 
payments. Following Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022, the US and 
its European allies froze Russian 
central-bank reserves and expand-
ed secondary sanctions, which ac-
celerated global efforts to fi nd alternatives to the dollar and the US 
fi nancial system.

Meanwhile, the US fi scal position has taken a perilous turn, with 
federal debt rising from $19.8 trillion at the start of Trump’s presidency 
in 2017 to $28.1 trillion by January 2021. Under Joe Biden, it climbed 
past $36.2 trillion by January 2025 – over 30 per cent of which is held 
by foreign and international investors. Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act – combining tax cuts for the wealthy, deep reductions in social 
spending, and deregulation – is expected to add roughly $3.4 trillion 
over the next decade, reinforcing already wary foreign creditors’ grow-
ing unease about America’s fi scal path.

De-dollarization has long been the subject of global discussion, as I 
witnessed fi rsthand when representing Brazil on the executive boards 
of the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank. For 
many years, countries moved cautiously and quietly, because un-
winding their greenback positions too quickly would crash the value 
of dollar-denominated assets and trigger losses in the trillions. But 
Trump’s indiscriminate attack on free trade and disregard for Amer-
ica’s disastrous fi scal trajectory seem to have changed the calculus.

The fi rst fi ve BRICS members – Brazil, Russia, India, China, and 
South Africa – are now openly discussing BRICS Pay, a decentral-
ized fi nancial messaging system designed to facilitate trade in local 
currencies. While its implementation remains elusive, momentum is 
building for cross-border payment infrastructure that bypasses the 
US fi nancial system and the dollar. The success of Pix, as well as other 
government-backed payment systems, is a step toward that end.

Whether he understands the technicalities or not, Trump senses this 
shift. Opening an investigation into Pix is the move of a diminished 
power that feels under threat and is desperate to maintain control. 
Trump and his fi nancial backers see the writing on the wall: if the 
world no longer needs dollars to trade, then the US will lose its abil-
ity to sanction, to dictate, to dominate. But by targeting Pix – and 
bullying Brazil – Trump risks accelerating the demise of the dollar’s 
global hegemony.

The writer, a Senior Fellow at the Brazilian 
Center for International Relations, is a former 

executive director for Brazil at the World Bank and the 
Inter-American Development Bank. ©PROJECT SYNDICATE
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A Stealth Target 

SPECTRUM TECHNOLOGY

A new chapter in tech self-reliance

Broken system

Sir, The West Bengal government’s high-handed disruption of The 
Bengal Files trailer launch despite its judicial clearance is a declara-
tion of war on cultural freedom. This is not merely an administrative 
hiccup; it is a calculated act of sabotage, a blatant circumvention 
of legal authority to silence a narrative that challenges the ruling 
party's sanitised version of history. By cutting power and deploying 
police to shut down a private event, the state is making a chilling 
promise: dissent will not be tolerated, and the machinery of govern-
ment will be used to crush creative expression. However, this isn't 
an isolated event but a pattern of selective enforcement and political 
patronage. Compare the fate of The Bengal Files with its predecessor, 
The Kashmir Files. While the latter was widely endorsed by the 
ruling establishment, receiving tax breaks and public promotion, it 
faced little to no administrative obstruction. In contrast, Padmaavat 
survived a wave of political and extra-legal bans only because of the 
Supreme Court's fi rm intervention, a testament to the judiciary's 
role as a last line of defense. The fact that fi lmmakers must now rely 
on a legal battle to even screen a trailer reveals a broken system.

Amarjeet Kumar,Hazaribagh 

We must watch over our 
thoughts. A bad thought is the 
most dangerous of thieves.
 
 THE MOTHER

ADDRESSING FARM DISTRESS
NATION

India's journey toward tech-
nological sovereignty has 
reached an exciting mile-

stone with the announcement 
of cutting-edge semiconductor 
facilities in Odisha. The state 
is set to become the cradle of 
India’s semiconductor revolu-
tion, hosting the nation’s fi rst 
commercial Silicon Carbide 
(SiC) chip manufacturing 
unit and a world-class ad-
vanced packaging facility in 
Bhubaneswar’s Info Valley. 
These projects, representing 
investments worth thousands 
of crores, mark a decisive shift 
in India's capabilities from 
being merely a consumer to 
becoming a creator of critical 
semiconductor technologies.

The numbers tell a compel-
ling story. The SiC facility, 
collaboration between Indi-
an company SicSem and UK-
based Clas-SiC Wafer Fab, 
will produce 60,000 wafers 
annually with packaging ca-
pacity for 96 million units. To 
put this in perspective, these 
chips will power everything 
from our smartphones to our 
missile systems. The adjacent 
advanced packaging unit by 
3D Glass Solutions will man-
ufacture 69,600 glass panel 
substrates and assemble 50 
million units each year. To-
gether, these facilities will em-
ploy highly skilled profession-
als while creating numerous 
indirect employment opportu-

nities across the supply chain.
What makes Odisha’s emer-

gence particularly signifi cant 
is the strategic nature of these 
semiconductor technologies. 
SiC chips are not ordinary 
semiconductors - they can 
withstand extreme heat and 
power, making them ideal for 
India’s defence systems, elec-
tric vehicles, and renewable 
energy infrastructure. Simi-
larly, the advanced packaging 
technology coming to Bhu-
baneswar represents the next 
frontier in chip manufactur-
ing, enabling smaller, faster 
and more effi cient electronic 
devices that will drive innova-
tions in artifi cial intelligence, 
high-performance computing, 
and telecommunications.

The economic implications 
are profound. Currently, India 
imports nearly 90% of its semi-
conductor needs, with purchas-
es exceeding $20 billion annual-
ly. The Odisha facilities could 
help reduce this dependence 
signifi cantly while creating 
a new export opportunity for 
high-value electronics. More 
importantly, they establish 
India’s presence in the global 
semiconductor value chain 
beyond just design services, 
where Indian engineers al-
ready contribute to about 20% 
of the world’s chip designs.

Globally, semiconductor 
supply chains are being re-
confi gured, with nations rec-

ognising chips as strategic as-
sets akin to oil reserves. The 
COVID-19 pandemic exposed 
vulnerabilities in global sup-
ply chains, prompting coun-
tries to prioritise domestic 
capabilities. India's Semicon-
ductor Mission launched with 
Rs 76,000 crore in funding, po-
sitions the country to benefi t 
from this realignment. The 
Odisha facilities represent tan-
gible progress toward the vi-
sion of an Atmanirbhar Bharat 
in electronics manufacturing.

Beyond economics, there’s 
a strong strategic imperative. 
Semiconductors form the 
backbone of modern defence 
systems, space programmes, 
and critical infrastructure. 
Reliance on imports creates 
vulnerabilities that the Odis-
ha facilities will help mitigate. 
When fully operational, these 
plants will supply chips for In-
dia’s missile guidance systems, 
radar technologies, and secure 
communications networks - all 
crucial for national security.

The human impact deserves 
equal attention. Each semicon-
ductor job creates about fi ve 
additional jobs in the ecosys-
tem. For Odisha’s youth, this 
means new career pathways 
in cutting-edge engineering 
fi elds. Local educational in-
stitutions are already aligning 
their curricula with industry 
needs; ensuring students are 
prepared for high-tech oppor-

tunities. By specialising in 
high-value segments like SiC 
and advanced packaging, In-
dia has chosen strategic nich-
es where it can excel.

The Odisha story refl ects a 
larger national transforma-
tion. Just as Bangalore became 
India's IT capital and Pune its 
automotive hub, Bhubaneswar 
is carving its identity as the 
nation’s semiconductor nerve 
center. This aligns perfectly 
with India's ambitions to be-
come a $5 trillion economy, 
where high-tech manufactur-
ing will play a pivotal role.

For ordinary Indians, the 
implications are tangible. 
More reliable electronics, fast-
er-charging electric vehicles, 
effi cient solar power systems, 
and advanced medical equip-
ment - all could become more 
accessible as domestic semi-
conductor production scales up. 

The state’s transformation 
from a mineral-rich region to a 
technology hub symbolises In-
dia's broader journey - one that 
leverages traditional strengths 
to build modern capabilities. In 
this new era where data is the 
new oil and chips the new cur-
rency, Odisha's semiconductor 
ventures represent more than 
industrial progress - they em-
body India's determination to 
shape its technological destiny. 

The writer is a senior 
offi cer working at the 
Parliament of India.

A decline in agricultural productivity is 
expected to result in an overall reduction of 

food supplies reaching the market soon 

RENEWED 
EFFORTS ARE 

NECESSARY 
TO MAKE 

AGRICULTURE 
REMUNERATIVE 
BY PROMOTING 

CASH CROPS, 
SETTING UP 

PEASANT 
COOPERATIVES 

AND AGRO-
BASED 

INDUSTRIES 

Dhurjati Mukherjee

BY SPECIALISING 
IN HIGH-VALUE 

SEGMENTS LIKE 
SILICON CARBIDE 

AND ADVANCED 
PACKAGING, 

INDIA HAS 
CHOSEN 

STRATEGIC 
NICHES WHERE IT 

CAN EXCEL 

Bhagirathi Jena

WISDOM CORNER
The season of failure is the best time for sowing the seeds of 
success.  
 PARAMAHANSA YOGANANDA

My religion is very simple. My religion is kindness. 
 DALAI LAMA

Generosity is giving more than you can, and pride is taking 
less than you need.
 KAHLIL GIBRAN

 

1779: James Cook lands on Possession Island. British explorer 
James Cook reached the island, which is off the northern coast 
of Queensland Australia, 2 years after he had set sail on the HMS 
Endeavour from Plymouth. James Cook named the area New South 
Wales and claimed it for the British Crown.

Transactional politics 

Sir, The recent escalation of tariff disputes between 
Washington and New Delhi reveals how fragile eco-
nomic cooperation can become when short-term gains 
outweigh long-term commitments. The United States, 
while calling India a strategic partner in the Indo-Pa-
cifi c, has imposed fresh tariff barriers that hurt Indian 
exports in textiles, pharmaceuticals, gems and jewel-
lery. Such measures ignore the fact that both economies 
are deeply intertwined, and that higher costs ultimately 
burden American consumers as well. At the same time, 
India cannot be expected to abandon its vital energy 
partnership with Russia merely to suit shifting US 
priorities. True partnerships rest on respect for each 
other’s compulsions, not on unilateral demands. The 
real challenge lies in ensuring that trade frictions do 
not derail the broader vision of democratic cooperation 
in a turbulent world order. Strategic trust must prevail 
over transactional politics.

Gopalaswamy J, CHENNAI

 FOCUS

Trump and his 
fi nancial backers 

see the writing 
on the wall: if the 

world no longer 
needs dollars to 

trade, then the US 
will lose its ability 

to sanction, to 
dictate, to 
dominate 

Rogerio Studart



P7

FRIDAY | AUGUST 22, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

RAJASTHAN JAMMU & 
KASHMIR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Jammu, August 21: Security 
forces have captured a pigeon 
from the border area of RS Pu-
ra in Jammu district carrying a 
threat note to blow up the Jam-
mu railway station, prompting 
police to beef up security in the 
region, offi cials said.

Pakistan has been known to 
send balloons, fl ags and pigeons 
to the India side of the Inter-

national Border (IB) carrying 
varied messages, but this is 
the fi rst time that a pigeon car-
rying a threat letter has been 
captured, they said.

“The pigeon believed to be 
fl ying in from Pakistan was 
caught in the Katmaria area 
along the International Border 
at around 9 pm on August 18. A 

chit was found tied to its claws 
carrying a message to blow up 
the Jammu railway station," a 
senior police offi cer said.

According to sources, the 
chit carried a threat message 
in Urdu and English to blow 
up the Jammu railway sta-

tion with an IED with lines 
such as “Kashmir Freedom”, 
“Time has come”, etc. Security 
agencies are probing whether 
it was an act of mischief or a 
well-planned conspiracy, the 
offi cials said.

However, taking no chanc-
es, the forces have beefed up 
security around the railway 
station and the tracks. Dog 
squads and bomb disposal 
teams have been deployed, 
with local police on high 
alert, the officials said.

According to security experts, 
the pigeon might have been spe-
cially trained and released from 
across the border with a threat 
message tied to its claws. “You 
have to take such matters seri-
ously,” an expert said.

TERROR ON WINGS

Pigeon carrying chit to blow up Jammu railway station caught

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Chisoti, August 21: The 
multi-agency search operation 
to trace 33 missing persons in 
cloudburst-hit Kishtwar dis-
trict in Jammu and Kashmir 
entered the eighth day Thurs-
day, offi cials said.

The death toll in the natural 
calamity that struck the last 
motorable village en route to 
the Machail Mata temple Au-
gust 14 during the yatra stands 
at 65, including three CISF 
personnel and one Special Po-
lice Offi cer (SPO) of J-K Police. 
Over 100 people were injured.

"The search operation by 
multiple agencies has been 
intensifi ed to trace 33 missing 
persons. Operations are under-
way at the most affected sites 
by separate teams," a senior 
offi cial told PTI.

The focus of the operation 
has been laid at three locations 
-- the major impact site near a 
langar (community kitchen), 
the area where houses were 
washed away, and the Bhuat 
nallah in Gulabgarh-Paddar 
areas.

Joint teams of police, Army, 
National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF), State Disaster 
Response Force (SDRF), CISF, 
Border Roads Organisation 
(BRO), civil administration, 
and local volunteers are en-
gaged in the rescue efforts at 
these sites, the offi cials said.

A team comprising NDRF, 
SDRF, and police personnel is 
conducting a search operation 
along the entire 22-km stretch 

of the stream from Chisoti to 
Gulabgarh, following the recov-
ery of two bodies downstream 
over the past two days, the of-
fi cial said.

Specialised heavy-duty 
trucks have been deployed in 
the Chisoti to assist in rescue 
operations. Authorities are 
using such vehicles to ensure 
swift evacuation and provide 
relief in the affected areas, 
they said.

The rescue teams from the 
13th Battalion of NDRF are ac-
tively carrying out search op-
erations along the river-nallah 
bed, working tirelessly to locate 
and retrieve missing persons. 

They are also removing large 
boulders and debris to ensure 
a thorough and safe search. 
Heavy machinery, including 
earth movers and sniffer dogs, 
are being used to sift through 
the debris, they said.

The offi cials said while the 
death toll stands at 65, some 
body parts of the missing peo-

ple have been recovered, and 
the DNA identifi cation process 
has begun.

Senior IAS and IPS offi cials, 
deputed on the directions of 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha, are supervising the op-
eration on the ground.

The fl ash fl oods triggered 
by the cloudburst left a trail of 
destruction, fl attening a make-
shift market and a langar site 
for the annual Machail Mata 
yatra, damaging 16 houses and 
government buildings, three 
temples, four water mills, a 
30-metre-long bridge, besides 
over a dozen vehicles.

Army engineers Sunday built 
a Bailey bridge over the Chisoti 
nullah, restoring much-needed 
connectivity to the village and 
the Machail Mata shrine. 

The Army has also inducted 
a couple of all-terrain vehicles 
as part of efforts to intensify the 
rescue and relief operation.

The rescuers also carried out 
over half a dozen controlled ex-
plosions to blow up giant boul-
ders hampering the search.

The annual Machail Mata 
yatra, which began July 25 and 
was scheduled to conclude Sep-
tember 5, remained suspended 
for the seventh consecutive day 
Wednesday.

However, authorities will 
allow a group of devotees car-
rying the 'Charri' from Jammu, 
who are expected to reach the 
shrine August 21 or 22. The 8.5-
km trek to the 9,500-foot-high 
shrine starts from Chisoti, lo-
cated about 90 km from Kisht-
war town.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Jaisalmer, August 21: Fos-
sil-like remains, including a 
large bone-shaped structure 
and petrifi ed wood, have been 
discovered during the excava-
tion of a pond near a village in 
Rajasthan's Jaisalmer district, 
raising the possibility of the 
site being linked to the prehis-
toric dinosaur era.

These unusual stone forma-
tions, resembling a large skel-
etal structure, were found in 
Megha village by locals while 
digging near the pond. Some of 
the pieces resemble fossilised 
wood, while others look like 
bones. Experts say fossilised 
wood is not uncommon in west-

ern Rajasthan, but the presence 
of bone-like formations makes 
this fi nd unusual.

Fatehgarh Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate and the Tehsildar 
visited the site on Wednesday 

and inspected the remains.
"We have informed higher 

authorities, and a team from 
the Geological Survey of India 
(GSI) is expected at the spot for 
scientifi c investigation. After a 

complete investigation, we will 
be able to confi rm the age and 
type of fossil," Fatehgarh SDM 
Bharatraj Gurjar told PTI 
Thursday.

"Some of the structures have 
the appearance of petrifi ed 
wood, but there is also a large 
formation which looks skeletal. 
This combination suggests that 
the remains could be millions 
of years old, possibly belonging 
to the dinosaur era," archaeolo-
gist Parth Jagani said.

However, experts cautioned 
against drawing conclusions 
before scientifi c tests.

"These remains are visible on 
the surface rather than coming 
out from deep excavation. It is 
possible that they are not very 

ancient and may be only 50 to 
100 years old. Only carbon dat-
ing and other methods of sci-
entifi c analysis can determine 
their true age," said Professor 
Shyam Sunder Meena.

Offi cials said the suspected 
fossils were found embedded 
in stone ridges near the pond, 
a setting often associated with 
ancient sedimentary deposits. 
Fossilised wood has previous-
ly been reported from the Thar 
desert, but the discovery of a 
skeletal-like structure in combi-
nation makes this case notable.

Villagers gathered at the 
site in large numbers after 
the discovery, sharing videos 
and photos of the remains on 
social media.

Dinosaur-era fossils unearthed in Jaisalmer pond dig
The unusual fi nd has sparked speculation that the site could provide new evidence of the region's prehistoric past

KISHTWAR CLOUDBURST

RACE AGAINST TIME 
TO FIND SURVIVORS

Multi-agency search operation intensifi es to trace 33 missing

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Jaipur, August 21: The Ra-
jasthan government, with the 
support of the English and For-
eign Language University (EF-
LU) and the Union Ministry of 
Human Resource Development, 
will establish ‘language labs’ 
in Rajasthan. These labs will 
offer specialised training in 
international languages such 
as English, French, Spanish, 
and Japanese.

With this initiative, the 
youth will gain profi ciency in 
global languages, thereby creat-
ing new pathways for overseas 
employment and higher educa-
tion opportunities. 

Chief Minister Bhajan Lal 
Sharma has taken yet another 
signifi cant step towards em-
powering the youth of Rajas-
than and preparing them for 
global opportunities.

The Chief Minister fi rmly 

believes that the youth of the 
state possess immense poten-
tial, which can be harnessed 
by providing the right direc-
tion, skills, and international 
exposure. 

He has emphasised that 
the vision of a ‘Developed Ra-
jasthan’ can only be realised 
through the empowerment of 
the younger generation, offi -

cials said.
The training imparted in 

these Language Labs will sig-
nifi cantly enhance the commu-
nication skills and employabil-
ity of the youth. With language 
expertise, they will be able to 
access job opportunities in di-
verse fi elds such as tourism, 
business, IT, education, and the 
service sector - not only within 

India but also internationally. 
This initiative is expected to es-
pecially benefi t students, young 
professionals, and aspirants 
aiming to build careers abroad.

The Chief Minister has un-
derlined that the ability to com-
municate effectively in global 
languages is a key requirement 
for success in today’s intercon-
nected world, and the state gov-
ernment is committed to bridg-
ing this gap. 

The ‘Rising Rajasthan 
Global Investment Summit’ 
organised last year by the 
state government had set new 
benchmarks in the industrial 
sector of the state. 

During the summit, MoUs 
worth nearly Rs 35 lakh crore 
were signed between the gov-
ernment and entrepreneurs. 
Several multinational compa-
nies expressed a strong inter-
est in employing skilled youth 
from Rajasthan. 

Rajasthan to set up language labs
STUDENTS TO LEARN ENGLISH, FRENCH, SPANISH, AND JAPANESE

THE DEATH TOLL 
IN THE NATURAL 
CALAMITY THAT 

STRUCK THE LAST 
MOTORABLE VILLAGE 

EN ROUTE TO THE 
MACHAIL MATA 

TEMPLE AUGUST 14 
DURING THE YATRA 

STANDS AT 65

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Jammu, August 21: The 
railway board Wednesday ap-
proved the Joint Parcel Prod-
uct-Rapid Cargo (JPP-RCS) 
train from Kashmir to Delhi 
to provide a dependable alter-
native to fruit and handicraft 
dealers to showcase their pro-
duce across the country.

The train, having an SLR 
(Seating cum Luggage Rake) 
with eight parcel vans, will 
run daily from the Budgam 
Railway Station in Kashmir 
to Adarsh Nagar in Delhi, 
the Northern Railway's 
Jammu division said in a 
statement.

In its fi rst year of operation, 
the cargo train will operate 
on a pilot basis, with security 
arrangements managed by the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police at 
both ends of the route.

Vivek Kumar, the Divi-
sional Railway Manager for 
Jammu Division, said the 
goal of the JPP-RCS is to pro-
mote freight transportation 
through railways.

"It is a virtual aggrega-
tion platform, which will 
help in connecting the par-
ticipation of railways in the 
private sector. This cargo 
train is being operated for 
the first time in the Jammu 
division," he said.

Kumar also mentioned that 
the train service will com-
mence soon and that the reg-
istration fee for bookings has 
been reduced.

PESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Barmer, August 21: A teach-
er-cum-warden of a gurukul in 
Rajasthan's Barmer district al-
legedly branded two children, 
aged around 10 and 11, with 
a hot iron rod to "discipline" 
them for bed-wetting, offi cials 
said Thursday.

The alleged incident took 
place August 17 at a gurukul 
in the Harpaliya village of Sed-
wa area, run by Harpaleshwar 
Mahadev Vikas Seva Samiti. 
According to offi cials, the gu-
rukul, operational since 2022, 
houses children from poor 
and nomadic families, some of 
whom were orphans.

Police said the matter sur-

faced after one of the children 
fl ed the gurukul at night and 
informed his family about the 
alleged torture.

Villagers later gathered 
outside the institution, de-
manding strict action after a 
purported video showing the 
children's burn injuries and 
their accounts of alleged mis-
treatment went viral. Chauha-
tan Deputy SP Jeevanlal Khatri 
confi rmed that Narayan Giri, 
a resident of Bharatpur and 
warden-cum-teacher at the gu-
rukul, has been detained.

"A viral video showed chil-
dren alleging that they were 
branded with a hot rod. Follow-
ing this, we took Narayan Giri 
into custody," Khatri said.

Disciplined for bed-wetting: 
Gurukul warden brands kids

New Budgam to Delhi 
cargo train to boost 
exports from Kashmir

Workers clean the Dal Lake ahead of the fi rst-ever Khelo India Water Sports Festival in Srinagar. The festival 
will be held from August 21st to 23rd   PTI PHOTO

ACCORDING TO SOURCES, THE 
CHIT CARRIED A THREAT MESSAGE 

IN URDU AND ENGLISH TO BLOW 
UP THE JAMMU RAILWAY STATION 
WITH AN IED WITH LINES SUCH AS 

“KASHMIR FREEDOM”, 
“TIME HAS COME”, ETC

ACCORDING TO SECURITY 
EXPERTS, THE PIGEON MIGHT 

HAVE BEEN SPECIALLY TRAINED 
AND RELEASED FROM ACROSS THE 
BORDER WITH A THREAT MESSAGE 

TIED TO ITS CLAWS 

Security agencies are 
taking the matter 

seriously in the wake of 
the prevailing threat 

perceptions and 
anti-India designs



Time has 
come when 
even our 

prime minister 
(Modi) has to 
take such steps 
that India can 
walk with the world for 
peace... Time has come to 
restart SAARC

FAROOQ ABDULLAH | NC PRESIDENT

Muslim 
women 
who are 

abandoned by 
their husbands 
face hardships…
to support and 
improve the condition of such 
Muslim women, the state 
government started fi nancial 
assistance of Rs 10,000 per 
month in 2007. This amount 
has now been increased to Rs 
25,000 per month

NITISH KUMAR | BIHAR CM
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MLA RAHUL MAMKOOTATHIL QUITS 
KERALA YOUTH CONGRESS CHIEF POST
Congress MLA from Kerala, Rahul Mamkootathil, who faces 
an internal party inquiry over a misbehaviour allegation 
made by an actress, Thursday announced his resignation as 
Kerala Youth Congress president. He announced this while 
speaking to reporters at his residence in Adoor in Pathana-
mthitta district, shortly after Congress leader and Leader of 
the Opposition in the State Assembly V D Satheesan assert-
ed that nobody found guilty would be spared

As scientists, engineers, doc-
tors, soldiers, artists, entre-
preneurs, athletes, academi-
cians, social workers, policy 
makers, and in many other 
roles, women are consistent-
ly reaching new heights
DROUPADI MURMU  | PRESIDENT

The govern-
ment has to 
discharge 

its duties to 
people in the 
national interest

KIREN RIJIJU  |  
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS MINISTER

Man shoots 
self in car
Pauri: A man shot himself in 
his car here Thursday, shortly 
after alleging that BJP Yuva 
Morcha (BJYM) offi ce-bearer 
Himanshu Chamoli took Rs 35 
lakh from him to get a land-
related work done and should 
be held responsible for his 
death.  Police said Chamoli was 
arrested from the Bhaniyawala 
area of Dehradun a few hours 
after the incident. Taking 
cognisance of the incident, the 
BJP also immediately removed 
him from his post.

New security shield 
for Delhi CM 
New Delhi: Deployment of 
CRPF personnel in the inner 
security cover of Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta, installation of a 
watch tower at her residence 
and stringent checks at public 
events are among the measures 
that will be put in place, a day 
after she was attacked during 
a public hearing.  On Thursday, 
the Central Reserve Police Force 
took charge of the chief minister's 
security as the Union government 
accorded 'Z' category VIP 
security cover to her.

Woman found 
hanging in hostel 
Godda: An 18-year-old 
woman was found hanging 
from a ceiling fan in her 
hostel room in Jharkhand's 
Godda district Thursday, 
police said.  The incident 
took place at the hostel in 
Gayatri Nagar under Town 
police station area. “Prima 
facie, it appears to be a case 
of suicide. A note has been 
recovered from her room in 
which she mentioned about 
not being able to fulfi l her 
dream,” Town police station 
in-charge Dinesh Mahli said.

Contractor held for 
making fake MoUs
Mumbai: A 50-year-old 
contractor has been arrested 
in connection with the Rs 
65-crore Mithi river desilting 
scam for allegedly creating 
fake MoUs and receiving Rs 
29.62 crore through bogus bills, 
an offi cial said Thursday. One 
of the MoUs presented by the 
accused, Shershing Rathod, 
had the “signature” of a dead 
person, the offi cial said.  

Night curfew imposed 

in India-Bangla border 
Shillong: Authorities in 
Meghalaya's East Khasi Hills 
Thursday imposed night 
curfew within a one-km radius 
of the India-Bangladesh 
border in the district in the 
wake of a recent intrusion by 
armed men from across the 
boundary. 

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 21: Ma-
harashtra Navnirman Sena 
president Raj Thackeray 
Thursday met Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis at 
the latter's official residence 
‘Varsha’ in south Mumbai, 
prompting speculation in the 
state’s political circles.

The meeting comes after 
the first joint electoral con-
test by the Uddhav Thacker-
ay-led Shiv Sena (UBT) and 
Raj Thackeray’s MNS in the 
BEST Employees' Co-opera-
tive Credit Society elections 
ended in a humiliating defeat 
Wednesday, as the parties' 
joint panel failed to win any 
of the 21 seats in the polls.

Talking to reporters, Thac-
keray said several cities in 
the state are witnessing slum 
redevelopment, leading to a 
tenfold rise in population den-
sity in some areas. As a result, 
residents are facing parking 
woes, with vehicles spilling 
onto city roads and causing 
traffic jams, he said.

Thackeray said he also made 
a presentation before Fadnavis 
during which the Mumbai Po-
lice Commissioner and Joint 
Commissioner of Police (traffi c) 
were present.

He stressed the need to 
construct parking lots un-
der playgrounds that could 
accommodate 500 to 1,000 ve-
hicles. These underground 
parking structures will also 
not impact the open spaces 
above them, he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 21: The 
Supreme Court Thursday said 
it was “impossible” that in a 
continuing marriage a husband 
or a wife could say they want to 
be independent of their partner.

If anybody wanted to be 
independent, they ought not 
enter matrimony, a bench of 
Justices B V Nagarathna and 
R Mahadevan cautioned.

The bench added, “We are 
very clear. No husband or wife 
can say I want to be indepen-
dent of the other spouse while 
our marriage is continuing. 
That is impossible. Marriage 
means what, coming together 
of two souls, persons. How can 
you be independent?”

The top court was hearing 
a case of an estranged couple 
with two minor children. “If 

they (couple) come together, we 
will be happy because the chil-
dren are very young. Let them 
not stare at a broken home. 
What is their fault that they 
should have a broken home,” 
the bench said.

Asking the parties to sort 
out their differences, the bench 
said every husband and wife 

would have some 
dispute or the other 
with each other.

The wife, who appeared in 
the court through video-con-
ferencing, said, “We can’t clap 
with one hand.” The bench told 
her, “We are telling both of you, 
not only you.”

The woman claimed her 

husband, who was residing 
in Singapore and currently in 
India, was unwilling to resolve 
the matter while only looking 

for visitation right and 
custody of children.

The wife cited 
some diffi cul-
ties, saying 
the husband’s 
actions in Sin-
gapore made it 
“extremely dif-

fi cult” for her to 
return.
Stressing on 

needing a job for 
livelihood, being a single 

mother, the woman claimed 
of having received no mainte-
nance from the estranged hus-
band. The husband’s counsel 
said both the man and wife had 
the “best jobs” in Singapore but 
the latter refused to return to 

Singapore along with the chil-
dren. The bench asked the wife 
to hand over the children to the 
petitioner for birthday celebra-
tion. It also asked the husband 
to ensure that the children are 
at the wife's house for birthday 
celebration in the evening.

The bench said the petitioner 
would have the interim custody 
of children on the coming week-
ends in August.

It noted the petitioner’s sub-
missions that for the purpose 
of reconciliation with his wife, 
he was willing to seek the pro-
ceedings for divorce to be kept 
in abeyance.

The top court asked the hus-
band to deposit Rs 5 lakh to-
wards maintenance of the wife 
and children without prejudice 
to other orders that may be 
there against him and posted 
the matter for September 16.

Marriage means togetherness, not independence: SC

If 
anyone 

wants to be 
fully independent, 

they should not 
enter matrimony, 

says top court 
bench

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 21: The 
Congress Thursday claimed the 
bills proposing the removal of 
the prime minister, chief minis-
ters, and ministers under arrest 
for 30 days on serious charges 
were a “WMD -- weapon of mass 
distraction”.

It claimed the bills were 
aimed at diverting attention 
from “vote chori", a strong op-
position candidate for the vice 
presidential polls and the prob-
lems in the India-US ties.

Congress general secretary 
in-charge, communications, 
Jairam Ramesh, said the BJP's 
"anti-corruption credentials" 
were restricted to "operating a 
washing machine" and alleged 
the bills introduced by Amit 
Shah were "unconstitutional 
and anti-democratic".

Speaking to PTI, he blamed 
the government for the 
near-washout of the Monsoon 
Session and said this happened 
due to its "my way or the high-
way approach". "Not my way or 
the Gadkari highway but my 
way or the Modi highway," he 
said, taking a swipe at the gov-
ernment. Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Wednesday introduced 
in the Lok Sabha three Bills 

for the removal of the prime 
minister, chief ministers, and 
ministers under arrest for 30 
consecutive days on serious 
charges, drawing fi erce pro-
tests from opposition MPs who 
tore up copies of the draft law 
and marched close to his seat 
shouting slogans. On Shah's 

proposal, the bills were sent by 
the House to a Joint Commit-
tee of Parliament comprising 21 
members from the Lok Sabha 
and 10 from the Rajya Sabha for 
scrutiny.

The three Bills are the Gov-
ernment of Union Territories 
(Amendment) Bill 2025; the 

Constitution (One Hundred 
And Thirtieth Amendment) 
Bill 2025; and the Jammu 
and Kashmir Reorganisation 
(Amendment) Bill 2025.

The Bills have proposed that 
if the prime minister, union 
ministers or chief ministers are 
arrested and detained in custo-
dy for 30 consecutive days for 
offences that attract a jail term 
of at least fi ve years, they will 
lose their jobs on the 31st day.

Ramesh said the bills were 
a "WMD -- weapon of mass dis-
traction" that were aimed at 
distracting from "vote chori 
narrative", a strong joint opposi-
tion candidate and the problems 
India is having with the US.

The opposition has put up 
a joint vice-presidential can-
didate, B Sudarshan Reddy, a 
former Supreme Court judge, 
for the polls. Talking about the 
Monsoon Session, which con-
cluded on Thursday, Ramesh 
said, "The session began exactly 
one month ago. The demand of 
the opposition on July 21 was to 
have a discussion on Pahalgam, 
on Operation Sindoor and relat-
ed issues and have a discussion 
on Bihar Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls and 
plans to extend it to states such 
as Assam and West Bengal."

BILL TO REMOVE PM, CMs

Weapon of mass distraction: Cong
Congress general secretary in-charge, communications, Jairam Ramesh, said 

the BJP’s “anti-corruption credentials” were restricted to “operating a washing machine” 
and alleged the bills introduced by Amit Shah were “unconstitutional and anti-democratic”

RS move to nominate 10-member panel 
NEW DELHI: The Rajya Sabha Thursday adopted a motion to 
nominate 10 members to the Joint Committee of both Houses which 
will scrutinise the three bills for the removal of prime minister, chief 
ministers, and ministers on arrest for 30 consecutive days on serious 
charges, amid vociferous protests by the Opposition. The Upper 
House adopted a motion to concur with the recommendation of the 
Lok Sabha in joining the 31-member Joint Committee to look into 
these bills. 21 members will be from the Lok Sabha.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 21: Chi-
na fully opposes the US move 
of imposing tariffs of up to 50 
per cent on India and Wash-
ington's threat to increase it, 
Chinese envoy Xu Feihong said 
here Thursday.

In his address at an event 
here, Feihong also said that 
tariff and trade "wars" were dis-
rupting the global economic 
and trade system.

The Chinese 
envoy's remark 
assumes sig-
nifi cance as it 
comes amid 
a thaw in Si-
no-India ties. 

India and 
China Tuesday 
unveiled a series 
of measures for a 
"stable, cooperative 
and forward-looking" rela-
tionship that included jointly 
maintaining peace along the 
frontier, reopening border 
trade, promoting investment 
fl ows, and resuming direct 
fl ight connectivity at the earli-
est. The announcements aimed 
at realising the "full" develop-
ment potential of the two Asian 
giants came amid growing es-
trangement in ties between In-
dia and the US over President 
Donald Trump's policies on 
trade and tariffs.

India and China listed the 
measures in a joint document 
after Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi held wide-rang-
ing talks earlier this week 
with External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar and National 
Security Advisor Ajit Doval, 
besides meeting Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

In his address at an event 
held at the IIC here, the Chi-
nese envoy referred to the tar-
iffs imposed on various coun-
tries by Washington.

"The United States imposed 
tariffs of up to 50 per cent on 
India, and even threatened to 
impose more. China fully op-
poses it," he said.

Speaking about the upcom-
ing SCO Summit in China, 

Feihong said his country is 
willing to work with all 

parties, including 
India, to hold the 

summit, featur-
ing friendship, 
solidarity, and 
fruitful out-
comes.

"Together, we 
can open a new 

chapter of a drag-
on-elephant tango," 

he asserted.
US economist Jeffrey 

Sachs also doubled down his 
criticism of Trump's move to 
impose 50 per cent punitive 
tariffs on India, calling the 
American President the great 
unifi er of the BRICS-- a forum 
for cooperation among a group 
of leading emerging economies, 
including Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa. 

In an interview on Krystal 
Ball and Saagar Enjeti's Break-
ing Points show, the renowned 
US economist called Trump's 
tariffs "the stupidest tactical 
move in US foreign policy".

Senior US Congressman Greg-
ory Meeks has also slammed 
Trump for his punitive tariffs 
against India and said "tariff 
tantrum" risks over two decades 
of careful work to build a strong 
partnership between Washing-
ton and New Delhi. 

China backs India
against US tariffs

THE 
CHINESE 
ENVOY'S 

REMARK ASSUMES 
SIGNIFICANCE AS 
IT COMES AMID A 

THAW IN SINO-
INDIA TIES

A man pulls a rickshaw amid rainfall in Kolkata, West Bengal PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 21: The 
subsidiary of Turkiye-based 
airport ground handling ser-
vices major Celebi Thursday 
withdrew its plea in the Bom-
bay High Court against revoca-
tion of its security clearance by 
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS) in the aftermath of 
Operation Sindoor.

A bench of Justices B P Co-
labawalla and Firdosh Pooni-
walla allowed the same and 
disposed of the plea.

The Bombay HC had been 
deferring hearing of the plea 
awaiting a verdict on an identi-
cal plea before Delhi HC, which 
was dismissed last month.

On July 7, the Delhi HC dis-
missed a writ petition by anoth-
er Celebi subsidiary seeking 
suspension and annulment of 
the security clearance cancel-
lation.

Celebi's counsel Chetan Ka-
padia on Thursday told Bom-
bay HC bench that the fi rm 
seeks to withdraw its plea, 
which the court accepted.

The petition had sought sus-
pension and annulment of the 
administrative decision of se-
curity clearance cancellation 
granted by Bureau of Civil 
Aviation Security under the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation of 
India.

The HC had last month al-
so vacated its earlier interim 
order restraining Mumbai In-
ternational Airport Limited 
(MIAL) from fi nalising tenders 
for ground and bridge handling 
services post termination of 
Celebi's contract.

Raj meets Fadnavis 
amid alliance buzz

S N I P P E T S

Man forces wife to maintain 
body like Nora, case booked

Ghaziabad (UP): A woman here has fi led a 
police complaint alleging that her husband 
and in-laws subjected her to harassment and 
mental torture for dowry, and demanded 
that she maintain her fi gure like Bollywood 
actress Nora Fatehi, offi cials said. The wom-
an also accused her in-laws of forcing her 
to take an abortion pill, which she claimed 
led to a miscarriage.  In her complaint, the 
woman, who was married six months ago, 
alleged that her family spent more than Rs 
76 lakh on the wedding. Despite this, she was 
constantly “body-shamed” by her husband, 
who is a physical education teacher at a gov-
ernment school, her complaint said.

Search ops intensifi ed for 33
missing in J&K cloudburst

Chisoti (J&K): The multi-agency search op-
eration to trace 33 missing persons in cloud-
burst-hit Kishtwar district in Jammu and 
Kashmir entered the eighth day Thursday, 
offi cials said.  The death toll in the natural 
calamity that struck the last motorable vil-
lage en route to the Machail Mata temple 
on August 14 during the yatra stands at 65, 
including three CISF personnel and one Spe-
cial Police Offi cer (SPO) of J-K Police. Over 
100 people were injured.  “The search oper-
ation by multiple agencies has been intensi-
fi ed to trace 33 missing persons. Operations 
are underway at the most affected sites by 
separate teams,” a senior offi cial told PTI.

Maharashtra tragedy: Gas 
leak leaves 4 workers dead

Mumbai: Four workers were killed 
and two others hospitalised after in-
halation of nitrogen gas that leaked at 
a pharmaceutical company in Tara-
pur MIDC of Maharashtra’s Palghar 
district Thursday, offi cials said. The 
incident occurred in the afternoon at 
Medley Pharma located in the industri-
al area of Boisar, around 130km from 
here. Chief of Palghar district disaster 
management cell, Vivekanand Kadam, 
said that between 2.30 pm and 3 pm, gas 
leaked from the nitrogen reaction tank 
at the pharma company, seriously af-
fecting six persons working there.

Turkish fi rm Celebi
withdraws HC plea 
on airport clearance



The next two 
years are going 
to be a roller 
coaster for India. 
There is fatigue 
with government, 
the opposition 

is destructive and sold, the big 
business houses have taken sides 
and the world’s most habitual and 
expert regime changer has set its 
mind on teaching India a lesson. 
May Mahadev give strength to the 
Prime Minister for battling a well 
funded, well coordinated and well 
designed regime change operation.

 @Rezang_La
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RLY BOARD FRAMES NORMS TO
RE-HIRE RETIRED LOCO PILOTS
The Railway Board has framed 
norms to re-hire former loco 
pilots and assistant loco pilots 
in pursuance of its policy to re-
engage retired employees on a 
contractual basis and reduce the 
number of vacant posts.

There is no 
encroachment by 

the Naga people. In fact, Rio 
will join hands with us for 
the plantation drive. We aim 
to plant saplings in 12,000 
bighas of land at Rengma. 
This is going to be a 
signifi cant step from an 
ecological point of view
HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

Vazhoor Soman dies 
of cardiac arrest at 72
Thiruvananthapuram: Senior 
CPI leader and MLA Vazhoor 
Soman died Thursday 
following a cardiac arrest, 
party sources said. He was 72 
and represented Peerumade 
in Idukki district in the State 
Assembly. Kerala Revenue 
Minister K Rajan said Soman 
collapsed after suffering 
a cardiac arrest while 
descending the steps of a 
building at PTP Nagar, shortly 
after attending a revenue 
assembly meeting in the 
afternoon.

Stray dogs row: SC to 
deliver order today
New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
is set to pronounce August 
22 the order on a plea to stay 
its August 11 direction to 
permanently relocate stray 
dogs from streets to dog 
shelters in Delhi-NCR. 
 A three-judge special bench 
comprising Justices Vikram 
Nath, Sandeep Mehta and 
N V Anjaria had August 14 
reserved its order in the 
matter.

FIR against journalist 
for ‘ridiculing’ Centre
Guwahati: Guwahati police 
Thursday registered an 
FIR against journalist and 
YouTuber Abhisar Sharma 
over his video allegedly 
ridiculing the Assam and Union 
governments and promoting 
religious enmity, a senior 
offi cial said. The FIR invokes 
Sections 152 (sedition), 196 
and 197 of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, 2023 (BNS). According 
to the complaint, Sharma 
uploaded a video on YouTube 
accusing Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma of 
pursuing communal politics.

Prime Minis-
ter Narendra 
Modi has 

always taken 
decisions based on 
principles of mo-
rality. Therefore, 
these bills have been introduced. 
The bills have been given to the 
Joint Parliamentary Committee 
(JPC) for review. They (Opposition) 
are opposing this as well despite 
the JPC having members for all 
parties

JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA |  UNION MINISTER

Met J P 
Nadda to 
request him 

to expedite some 
health projects 
in Wayanad and 
to apprise him of 
the severe diffi culties being faced 
by the local population in the 
absence of the Medical College 
in Mananthavadi, which is yet far 
from functional

PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA  | CONGRESS MP

The BJP is 
indulging in 
'vote chori' 

through the EC 
by starting the 
Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls in Bihar. The INDIA 
bloc will not allow the BJP to steal 
the voting rights of people

RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER
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New Delhi, August 21:
French President Emmanu-
el Macron Thursday dialled 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and discussed ongoing efforts 
to fi nd a peaceful resolution 
to the war in Ukraine and the 
Israel-Hamas confl ict in Gaza.
Macron was among the Eu-
ropean leaders who accom-
panied Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy during 
his talks with US President 
Donald Trump this week.

The French president has 
also been playing a key role in 
Europe's efforts to ensure secu-
rity of Ukraine in case of a deal 
with Russia to end the war.

“Had a very good conversa-
tion with my friend President 
Macron. Exchanged views on 
efforts for peaceful resolution 
of confl icts in Ukraine and in 
West Asia. Reaffi rmed our com-
mitment to further strengthen 
the India-France strategic part-
nership,” Modi said in a social 
media post.

The call was initiated by the 
French side. Macron said on ‘X’ 
that he and Modi “coordinated 
our positions on the war in 
Ukraine in order to move to-
wards a just and lasting peace, 
with strong guarantees for 
Ukraine and Europe’s securi-
ty.” The Prime Minister’s Offi ce 
(PMO) said the two leaders ex-
changed views on the ongoing 
efforts for peaceful resolution 
of the confl icts in Ukraine and 
West Asia. "President Macron 
shared assessment of the re-
cent meetings held between 
the leaders of Europe, US and 
Ukraine in Washington. He also 
shared his perspectives on the 
situation in Gaza," it said in a 
statement.

Modi also reiterated India’s 
consistent support for peaceful 
resolution of the confl icts and 
early restoration of peace and 
stability, it said.

The two leaders also re-
viewed progress in the bilat-
eral cooperation, including in 
the areas of trade, defence, civil 
nuclear cooperation, technolo-
gy and energy. I

The 12th edition of the India - Sri Lanka bilateral naval exercise SLINEX-25 successfully concluded at Colombo on 18 
Aug 2025. The current edition saw the participation of Indian naval ships INS Jyoti and INS Rana from the Eastern Fleet 
and Sri Lankan Naval Ships SLNS Gajabahu and SLNS Vijayabahu (both Advance Offshore Patrol Vessels)  PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 21: Students 
continue to face high levels of 
emotional distress, limited ac-
cess to professional support, 
and growing uncertainty about 
their future, even as academic 
pressure remains the leading 
source of stress, a report said 
Thursday.

One in fi ve students rarely 
experience the feeling of calm, 
motivation, or excitement, with 
girls reporting nearly twice the 
rate of persistent sadness com-
pared to boys, said the 'Stu-
dent Well-Being Pulse' report 
prepared by volunteer-based, 
Mumbai-headquartered IC3 
Institute.

Over 40 per cent students 
are unaware of where to ac-
cess mental health support in 
school, and nearly half have 
never received structured ca-
reer counseling, an important 

factor behind rising anxiety 
about the future, found the 
report.

Three in four Grade 12 stu-
dents do not get the recom-
mended 7-8 hours of sleep on 
school nights, often due to aca-
demic overload and overthink-
ing, it added.

However, the report found 
that more schools now recog-
nise the value of counseling, 
and student awareness of 
support services is steadily in-
creasing.

The Supreme Court has also 
emphasized the urgent need for 
comprehensive school-based 

counseling systems, lending 
momentum and credibility 
to this growing movement, it 
added.

The Student Well-Being 
Pulse report is based on an 
extensive survey among 8,542 
students across India by the IC3 
Institute.

"This is no longer a silent 
problem. It is a visible and ur-
gent crisis. While more schools 
are now offering counseling 
and students are increasingly 
aware of where to seek help, 
almost half of our students 
still remain unsure, and ca-
reer anxiety continues to steal 
their sleep and peace of mind," 
IC3 Institute founder Ganesh 
Kohli said.

He said mental health cannot 
be treated as optional and every 
school must make counseling 
and emotional support part of 
its core infrastructure, while 
expanding access, broadbasing 

programmes, and equipping 
teachers and staff as trained 
gatekeepers.

The report further revealed 
that uncertainty about the 
future is among the top three 
stressors for students.

Without clear and consis-
tent career guidance, many 
feel adrift, compounding the 
academic pressure that defi nes 
much of adolescence. Sleep 
deprivation, especially among 
senior students, is at critical 
levels and directly linked to 
screen use before bedtime and 
chronic overthinking, it added.

It found that girls are more 
likely to internalise stress and 
avoid professional help, while 
non-binary students report the 
lowest overall well-being.

Friends are often the fi rst 
point of contact for students 
in distress, yet most peers lack 
the training to provide effective 
support, added the report.

REUTERS

Moscow, Aug 21: India and 
Russia agreed to boost trade 
ties Thursday as their foreign 
ministers met in Moscow, 
giving little indication that 
US President Donald Trump's 
hefty tariffs on India for buying 
Russian oil would disrupt their 
relations.

Indian goods face addition-
al US tariffs of up to 50%, 
among the highest imposed 
by Washington, due to New 
Delhi's increased purchases 
of Russian oil.

Western countries boycot-
ting Russian crude say India's 
purchases are helping to fund 
Moscow's war in Ukraine. But 
New Delhi says its purchases 
are purely commercial trans-
actions, and accuses the US 
and European Union of double 
standards, noting that they 
continue signifi cant trade with 
Moscow themselves.

"We have good results in co-
operation in the hydrocarbon 
sector, in the supply of Russian 
oil to the Indian market. And 
we have a mutual interest in 
implementing joint projects 
for the extraction of energy re-
sources, including in the Rus-
sian Federation - in the Far 
East and on the Arctic shelf," 
Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov said at a joint news 
conference with Indian Foreign 
Minister Subrahmanyam Jais-

hankar.
Jaishankar said that rela-

tions between the two countries 
had been among the steadiest 
of major nations in the world 
since World War Two, referring 
to a close friendship going back 
to the days of the Soviet Union.

The two countries reaffi rmed 
their ambition to expand 
bilateral trade, including by in-
creasing India's exports to Rus-
sia, Jaishankar said, according 
to a statement from India's 
foreign ministry.

"This (trade expansion) 
requires swiftly addressing 
non-tariff barriers and regula-
tory impediments," Jaishankar 
said. "Enhancing Indian exports 
to Russia in sectors like phar-
maceuticals, agriculture and 
textiles will certainly help to 
correct the current imbalance."

Russia was able to divert 
its exports of oil, a signifi cant 
source of state revenue, away 
from Europe and mainly to 
China and India after the West 
imposed sanctions on Moscow 
over its confl ict in Ukraine. In-
dia and China are the biggest 
buyers of Russia's oil.

Russian embassy offi cials 
in New Delhi said Wednesday 
that Russia expected to contin-
ue supplying oil to India despite 
pressure from the United States, 
adding that Moscow hoped tri-
lateral talks with India and Chi-
na would soon take place.

Over 40 per cent students are unaware of where to access mental health support in school, and nearly half have never 
received structured career counseling, an important factor behind rising anxiety about the future

1 in 5 students rarely feel calm or motivated: Report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 21: In-
dia Wednesday categorically 
rejected Nepal's objection to 
a decision by New Delhi and 
Beijing to resume border trade 
through Lipulekh pass, saying 
Kathmandu's claims on the ter-
ritory are not justifi ed.

India and China Tuesday 
agreed to resume border trade 
through Lipulekh pass and two 
other trading points.

The Nepalese foreign min-
istry on Wednesday objected 
to the move to resume border 
trade through Lipulekh pass 
saying the territory is an in-
separable part of Nepal.

In 2020, Nepal triggered a 
border row by issuing a politi-
cal map that showed Kalapani, 
Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh as 
part of the country. India had 
strongly trashed the claims.

External affairs ministry 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
rejected Nepal's territorial 
claims.

 "We have noted the com-
ments of Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Nepal related to re-
sumption of border trade be-
tween India and China through 
the Lipulekh pass," he said.

 "Our position in this regard 
has been consistent and clear. 
Border trade between India 
and China through Lipulekh 
pass had commenced in 1954 
and has been going on for 
decades," he added. 

 Jaiswal said the trade had 
been disrupted in recent years 
due to COVID-19 pandemic and 
other developments, and both 
sides have now agreed to re-
sume it.

"As regards territorial 
claims, our position remains 
that such claims are neither 
justifi ed nor based on histor-
ical facts and evidence. Any 
unilateral artifi cial enlarge-
ment of territorial claims is 
untenable," he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 21: Twelve 
bills were passed by the Lok 
Sabha and 15 by the Rajya Sabha 
during the month-long Monsoon 
session of Parliament, which 
witnessed repeated disruptions, 
adjournments and walkouts.

Barring discussions on Op-
eration Sindoor in both House, 
the session has seen little busi-
ness ever since it began July 21 
due to repeated disruptions and 
adjournments initially due to 
opposition demand for discus-
sion on Operation Sindoor and 
then over demands for a discus-
sion on the Special Intensive 
Revision exercise in Bihar.

The Monsoon session came to 
an end Thursday.

The bills passed by the Lok 
Sabha are The Readjustment 
of Representation of Scheduled 
Tribes in Assembly Constituen-
cies of the State of Goa Bill, 2025, 
The Merchant Shipping Bill, 
2025, The Manipur Goods and 
Services Tax (Amendment) Bill, 
2025, The Manipur Appropria-
tion (No.2) Bill, 2025, The Nation-
al Sports Governance Bill, 2025, 
and The National Anti-Doping 
(Amendment) Bill, 2025. Other 
bills passed by the Lok Sabha 
are The Income-tax Bill, 2025, The 
Taxation Laws (Amendment) 
Bill, 2025, The Indian Ports Bill, 
2025, The Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regulation) 
Amendment Bill, 2025, The In-

dian Institutes of Management 
(Amendment) Bill, 2025 and The 
Promotion and Regulation of On-
line Gaming Bill, 2025.

The bills passed or returned 
by the Rajya Sabha are The 
Bills of Lading Bill, 2025, The 
Carriage of Goods by Sea Bill, 
2025, The Coastal Shipping Bill, 
2025, The Manipur Goods and 
Services Tax (Amendment) 
Bill, 2025, The Manipur Appro-
priation (No.2) Bill, 2025, The 
Merchant Shipping Bill, 2025 
and The Readjustment of Rep-
resentation of Scheduled Tribes 
in Assembly Constituencies of 
the State of Goa Bill, 2025

Other bills passed by the 
Rajya Sabha are The National 
Sports Governance Bill, 2025, 
The National Anti-Doping 
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, The 
Income-tax Bill, 2025, The Tax-
ation Laws (Amendment) Bill, 
2025, The Indian Ports Bill, 
2025, The Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regulation) 
Amendment Bill, 2025, The In-
dian Institutes of Management 
(Amendment) Bill, 2025 and The 
Promotion and Regulation of 
Online Gaming Bill, 2025.

"This time in Parliament, 
there was so much ruckus 
and opposition didn't cooper-
ate. Due to this obstinate be-
haviour, Opposition missed 
participating in discussions 
on several important B    ills 
which were passed," a govern-
ment functionary said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 21: Around 
100 schools in the national cap-
ital Thursday received bomb 
threats through e-mail, a Delhi 
Fire Services offi cial said.

Police sources said the threats 
were issued by 'Terrorizers 111', 
the same group that sent similar 
threats to city schools Monday 
and Wednesday. "We are Ter-
rorizers111 and ViLE group. 
We planted bombs all over your 
building and every major ward, 
pipe bombs, chemical devices, 
timers in ICUs, operation thre-
atres, maternity wards, emer-

gency exits, and admin offi ces 
ready to rip everything apart. 

It added, "Terrorizers 111 and 
ViLE don't forgive, don't forget, 
the warnings will appear only 
in your head when the silence 
breaks." 

The schools include Aakash 
Public School, Andhra School 
in Prasad Nagar, Crescent Pub-
lic School, Blue Bells Interna-
tional School, BGS International 
School, Rao Man Singh School, 
Convent School, Max Fort School 
and Indraprastha International 
School, Dwarka, among others, 
offi cials said.

Police teams along with fi re-
men and bomb disposal squads 
rushed to the premises immedi-
ately after being informed about 
the threats.

This was the third such inci-
dent in four days when schools 
in the capital city received 
bomb threats.

India, Russia agree 
to boost trade ties

Jaishankar 
Thursday met 
Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and is 
understood to have 
discussed ways to 
further expand 
India-Russia ties

India, Russia reaffi rm ambition 
to expand bilateral trade

India faces high US tariffs due 
to its Russian oil purchases

Russia hails ‘good results’ in 
hydrocarbons with India

LS passes 12 Bills, RS 
15 in Monsoon session

Macron dials Modi;
discusses confl icts in
Ukraine, West Asia

India rejects 
Nepal’s objection 
to trade with China

Around 100 Delhi schools
receive bomb threat mails
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HURRICANE ERIN INTENSIFIES
Hurricane Erin began strengthen-
ing again Wednesday as it crept 
closer to the mid-Atlantic coast, its 
outer bands brushing North Caro-
lina’s Outer Banks as beaches closed 
across much of the US East Coast. 
Forecasters expect the storm to peak 
going into Thursday and say it could 
intensify again as a major hurricane

I must reiterate that 
it is vital to reach 

immediately a ceasefi re in 
Gaza, and the unconditional 
release of all hostages to 
avoid the massive death 
and destruction that a mili-
tary operation against Gaza 
City would inevitably cause
ANTONIO GUTERRES | 
UNITED NATIONS CHIEF

Ukrainian man held 
over pipeline attacks
Berlin/Milan: A Ukrainian 
man was arrested at a holiday 
bungalow in Italy Thursday 
on suspicion of coordinating 
attacks on three Nord 
Stream gas pipelines in 2022, 
marking a breakthrough in 
an episode that sharpened 
tensions between Russia and 
the West. Described by both 
Moscow and the West as an 
act of sabotage, the explosions 
largely severed Russian gas 
supplies to Europe, prompting 
a major escalation in the 
Ukraine confl ict and squeezing 
energy supplies on the 
continent. 

B’desh army chief on 
offi cial visit to China
Dhaka: Bangladesh Chief of 
Army Staff General Waker-Uz-
Zaman Thursday left for an 
offi cial visit to China aimed 
at strengthening bilateral 
military cooperation. “The 
Army Chief will hold courtesy 
meetings with senior civilian 
and military offi cials of China 
and will exchange views aimed 
at strengthening bilateral 
military cooperation,” state-
run Bangladesh Sangbad 
Sangstha (BSS) said here. 
General Waker-Uz-Zaman is 
scheduled to return home 
August 27, the BSS said, 
quoting an Inter-Services 
Public Relations press release.

FM Wang meets Dar
Islamabad: Pakistan and 
China Thursday agreed 
to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation in industrial, 
agricultural, and mining 
sectors as Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar and his Chinese 
counterpart Wang Yi held 
strategic consultations to 
review the entire gamut of 
bilateral ties. 

Bangladesh 
has decided 
to sign an 

agreement with 
Pakistan allow-
ing government 
offi cials and diplo-
mats to visit each other’s country 
without visa

MUHAMMAD YUNUS | CHIEF ADVISER, 
BANGLADESH

There is one 
bill that I have 
... unequiv-

ocally decided to 
veto. The wind 
farm bill is a form 
of blackmail by 
the parliamentary majority and 
the government, not only against 
the President of the Republic of 
Poland, but also against society

KAROL NAWROCKI  | POLISH PRESIDENT

The dynam-
ics of military 
threats and 

the signifi cant 
increase in military 
spending by our 
western neigh-
bours force us to constantly pay 
close attention to the issue of the 
defence capabilities of Belarus, 
Russia, and our Union

ALEXANDER LUKASHENKO | 
PRESIDENT, BELARUS
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London, August 21: Indi-
ans granted visas to study at 
UK universities continued 
a downward trend, with the 
majority of Indian students 
opting for post-graduate lev-
el qualifications, according to 
the latest Home Office statis-
tics released Thursday.

Indian students at 98,014 visa 
grants in the year ending June 
2025 were a close second to Chi-
nese visa grants for the same 
period at 99,919.

However, both nationalities 

registered a fall in overall num-
bers compared to last year, of 
11 per cent and seven per cent 
respectively.

“The trend in sponsored 
study visas in recent years 
has been mainly driven by 
those coming to study for a 
Master’s… In the year ending 
March 2025, four out of fi ve 
(81 per cent) Indian students 
came to the UK to study for a 
Master’s level qualifi cation, 
compared to just over half (59 
per cent) of Chinese students,” 
the Home Offi ce states.

New fi gures released to high-
light the numbers detained as 
part of a wider crackdown on 

illegal immigration claimed 
that Indian nationals in deten-

tion have almost doubled in the 
past year.

“Albanians have been the 
most common nationality en-
tering detention since 2022, 
but their numbers have been 
falling; numbers of Brazilian 
and Indian nationals have 
both doubled in the last year 
(up 91 per cent and 108 per 
cent respectively),” the Home 
Offi ce claimed.

According to its data, 2,715 
Indians were logged as being 
in detention under the UK’s 
immigration law breach, 
with a majority of them re-

leased on bail.
The latest UK government 

statistics also revealed that 
111,000 people had claimed 
asylum in the UK in the year 
ending in June 2025, the high-
est figure since comparable 
records began in 1979.

The asylum issue has been 
in sharp focus in recent weeks 
as the Home Office lost a ma-
jor legal battle over housing 
asylum seekers in hotels and 
Opposition parties continue 
to mount pressure on the La-
bour government to speed up 
deportations.

Indian students at 98,014 visa grants in the year ending June 2025 were a close second to Chinese visa grants for the same period at 99,919

Indian student visas for UK decline, immigration detentions double

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Chemmani (Sri Lanka), Au-
gust 21: In the Chemmani 
area of northern Sri Lanka, 
a harrowing discovery has 
reignited deep wounds from 
the country’s decades-long 
civil war. Excavations at a 
former cremation ground in 
Jaffna—long considered the 
cultural heartland of the Tam-
il minority—have revealed 
a mass grave containing 141 
human skeletons, including 
children, alongside haunting 
personal items such as baby 

bottles, toys, schoolbags, and 
children’s clothing.

The findings began in June 
when workers constructing an 
electric crematorium stum-
bled upon human remains. 
Over a nine-day preliminary 
investigation, 19 skeletons 
were uncovered. The disor-
ganized and shallow nature 
of the burials, just 1.5 metres 
deep, with most skeletons 
found unclothed, led forensic 
experts to conclude it was a 
mass grave. Since then, the 
site—covering 165 square 
metres—has yielded 141 skel-

etons, including that of a 
child aged 4 to 6, found with 
a schoolbag, as well as baby 
dresses, socks, bead bangles, 
and a baby powder tray.

Though the identities, cause, 
and timing of death remain un-
clear, many suspect the grave 
holds the remains of civilians 

who disappeared during Sri 
Lanka’s civil war (1983–2009). 
The military’s long-term pres-
ence in Chemmani, especially 
after recapturing Jaffna from 
Tamil rebels in 1996, has in-
tensifi ed suspicions of state 
involvement. During that peri-
od, checkpoints were common, 

and civilians frequently disap-
peared after being detained.

Adding weight to these sus-
picions is a 1998 confession by 
army soldier Somaratne Ra-
japakse. Convicted alongside 
four others for the gang rape 
and murder of a schoolgirl and 
the killing of her family, Ra-
japakse claimed in court that he 
helped bury up to 400 bodies in 
Chemmani under military or-
ders. Though he and his co-ac-
cused remain in prison, they 
have insisted their involvement 
was limited to disposing of the 
dead. In 1999, Rajapakse led po-
lice to multiple burial sites, but 
the investigation was abruptly 
halted, never fully pursued.

For the families of the miss-
ing, the discovery offers both 

hope and heartbreak. Items 
recovered from the site were 
displayed in early August in a 
public appeal for identifi cation. 
Amalanathan Mary Calista, 
whose husband was arrested 
by the army in 1996 and never 
returned, visited in the hope of 
fi nding closure. “I only saw the 
clothing of little children,” she 
said, overcome with emotion. 
“My wish is that he should be 
alive and return, but we can do 
nothing if it is not so.” 

Despite mounting evidence, 
Sri Lanka’s army denies in-
volvement. “No one has for-
mally accused the army,” said 
army spokesman Brig. Waru-
na Gamage, urging critics to 
provide proof and vowing to 
respect legal proceedings. 

Sri Lanka wartime mass grave yields baby bottle, children’s clothes
Excavations have been underway since June, 

after workers found human remains while digging 
to build an electric crematorium

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, August 21: After suf-
fering severe setbacks during 
Operation Sindoor, Paki-
stan-based Jaish-e-Mohammad 
(JeM) terror outfi t has launched 
a massive fundraising drive in 
that country under the garb of 
building over 300 mosques to 
replicate Lashkar-e-Taiba’s de-
centralization policy, security 
offi cials said.

The JeM has come out with a 
new mechanism with the sup-
port of Pakistan’s Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI) to collect 
funds. It is using digital wallets 
like ‘EasyPaisa’ and ‘Sadapay’ 
controlled by its founder and 
most wanted terrorist Masood 
Azhar’s family members to by-
pass scrutiny by global agen-
cies like the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF), the offi cials 
said citing inputs from across 
the border.

The Rs 3.91 billion fundrais-
ing drive would secure JeM’s 
operational and weapons fi -
nancing for at least a decade, 
they said. Indian armed forces 
carried out missile strikes on 
terror infrastructure in Pakistan 
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
in the early hours of May 7 in re-
taliation to the Pahalgam terror 
attack. Pakistan retaliated and 
the intense border skirmishes 
continued till May 10 before the 
two countries reached an under-
standing to end the hostilities.

The offi cials said the JeM's 
headquarters ‘Markaz Subha-
nallah', along with four other 
training camps -- Markaz Bi-
lal, Markaz Abbas, Mahmona 
Joya, and the Sargal training 
camp – were destroyed during 
the Operation Sindoor.

While Pakistan's government 
has announced funding to re-
build these destroyed facilities, 
the JeM has launched an online 
fundraising campaign through 
digital wallets to collect Rs 3.91 
billion for constructing 313 new 
markaz buildings under the garb 
of constructing mosques across 
Pakistan, the offi cials said.

On social media platforms 
like Facebook and WhatsApp, 
JeM-linked proxy accounts and 
those used by JeM command-
ers have posted posters, vid-
eos, and a letter from Masood 
Azhar, urging supporters to 
donate wholeheartedly as each 
mosque requires Rs 12.5 million 
(Rs 1.25 crore) for construction 
and smooth running, they said.

According to the offi cials, 
several of the digital wallet 
accounts were found linked to 
the mobile number of Azhar’s 
brother Talha Al Saif (Talha 
Gulzar) and JeM Haripur dis-

trict commander Aftab Ahmad 
based in Khala Batt Township.

They said another fundrais-
ing channel was linked to a 
mobile number run by Azhar’s 
son Abdullah Azhar (Abdullah 
Khan) while in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, JeM commander 
Syed Safdar Shah is collecting 
donations for the organiza-
tion’s markaz via a number 
registered near Melwarah post 
offi ce, Oghi, Mansehra district.

In addition to these three ac-
counts, over 250 EasyPaisa wal-
lets are reportedly being used to 
raise funds for the JeM’s fund-
raising campaign. Alongside 
social media appeals, the terror 
outfi t circulated an audio record-
ing of Azhar’s brother, Al Saif, 
via its offi cial propaganda chan-
nel, MSTD Offi cial, urging sup-
porters to contribute Rs 21,000 
per person, the offi cials said.

The speech was delivered at 
a gathering at Markaz Usman-
o-Ali during a Friday congre-
gation August 15. In the audio 
clip, Al Saif also instructed the 
establishment of 20 new markaz 
this year, as part of JeM’s over-
all target of 313 centres, the offi -
cials said citing JeM’s organiza-
tional posters and videos.

JeM launches fundraiser 
after Op Sindoor losses

The Rs 3.91 billion 
fundraising drive would 
secure JeM’s operational 
and weapons fi nancing 

for at least a decade
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New York, August 21: The 
US’ priority should be to re-
verse the “downward spiral” 
in ties with India, Republican 
leader Nikki Haley has said, 
stressing that New Delhi must 
be treated as a “prized free and 
democratic” partner.

The Indian-American lead-
er’s remarks in an opinion 
piece in the Newsweek mag-
azine Wednesday came amid 
strain in ties between the two 
countries following President 
Donald Trump slapping 50 per 
cent tariff on Indian goods.

Haley said that few objec-
tives are more critical to the 
Trump administration’s for-
eign policy goals of “outcom-
peting China and achieving 
peace through strength” than 
putting “US-India relations 
back on track”.

For this, she said, “India 
must be treated like the prized 
free and democratic partner 
that it is—not an adversary 
like China”, which, she said 
has so far avoided sanctions 
for its Russian oil purchases, 
despite being one of Moscow’s 
“largest customers”.

President Trump has dou-

bled tariffs on Indian goods to a 
whopping 50 per cent including 
a 25 per cent additional duties 
for India’s purchase of Russian 
crude oil.

Haley said if this disparity 
does not demand a closer look 
at US-India relations, the “re-
alities of hard power should”.

She said Washington’s “most 
urgent priority should be to re-
verse the downward spiral” in 
bilateral ties with New Delhi.

“Scuttling 25 years of mo-
mentum with the only country 
that can serve as a counter-
weight to Chinese dominance 
in Asia would be a strategic 
disaster,” she said.

Haley stressed that India is 
vital to US efforts to shift sup-
ply chains from China, with 
the capacity to produce at scale 
in areas like textiles, phones, 
and solar panels.

She added that New Delhi’s 
expanding defence ties with the 
US and allies make it a “crucial 
asset to the free world’s secu-
rity”, and its growing role in 
West Asia, and strategic loca-
tion along China’s trade routes 
make it a key security and eco-
nomic partner.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York, August 21: A wom-
an on the FBI’s ‘10 Most Wanted 
Fugitive’ list was arrested in 
India on charges of killing her 
six-year-old son, according to 
offi cials.

The arrest of Cindy Rodri-
guez Singh, 40, was the fourth 
“Top 10 Most Wanted” capture 
in seven months, Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI) Di-
rector Kash Patel said in an X 
post Wednesday.

He credited law enforce-
ment partners in Texas, the 
US Justice Department, and 
authorities in India for their 
coordination leading to Singh’s 
arrest, who was wanted on state 
charges of killing her son.

She fl ed the US in 2023 to 
evade prosecution. Fox News 
reported that Singh was arrest-
ed in India by the FBI, in coor-
dination with Indian author-
ities and INTERPOL. She has 
been transported to the US and 
will be turned over to Texas au-
thorities, it said. In March 2023, 
authorities in Texas conduct-
ed a welfare check for Singh’s 
special needs son Noel Rodri-
guez-Alvarez, who had not been 
seen since October 2022.

Singh allegedly lied about his 
whereabouts, indicating that 
the child was in Mexico with his 
biological father and had been 
there since November 2022.

Two days later, she boarded a 
fl ight to India with her husband 
- the boy’s Indian-origin step-
father - and six other juvenile 
children and never returned.

The then-missing child was 
not present with them and nev-
er boarded the fl ight, according 
to the report.

Her son had numerous health 
and developmental issues, in-
cluding a severe developmental 
disorder, social disorder, bone 
density issues, and chronic 
lung disease, Fox News report-
ed, quoting offi cials.

Woman on FBI’s 
‘Top 10 Most Wanted’ 
list held in India
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Islamabad, August 21: Paki-
stan’s Supreme Court Thursday 
granted bail to incarcerated 
former prime minister Imran 
Khan in eight cases related to 
the May 9 violence.

Khan’s supporters resorted 
to vandalism and violence May 
9, 2023, after he was detained by 
law enforcement authorities in 
Islamabad.

Several cases were launched 
against Khan and leaders of his Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party 
for their alleged role in the riots.

A three-member bench of the 
apex court granted Khan bail 
after hearing the arguments by 
his lawyer Salman Safdar, and 
Punjab Special Prosecutor Zu-
lfi qar Naqvi, who represented 
the state. The bench was led by 
Chief Justice Afridi and com-
prised Justices Shafi  Siddiqui 
and Miangul Aurangzeb.

Khan’s PTI hailed the ruling, 
using the hashtag “Victory For 
Imran Khan” in its post on X, 
while his international spokes-
man Zulfi qar Bukhari said the 
party supremo now needed bail 
in just one case. “Supreme Court 
has granted bail to Imran Khan 
for May 9th cases, now bail is 
needed for just one more case 
(Al Qadir case) for Mr Khan to 
come out of jail,” he said.

Pak SC grants bail 
to Imran in May 9 
violence cases

US should treat India as 
‘prized free, democratic’ 
partner: Nikki Haley

The Indian-American 
leader’s remarks in an 

opinion piece in the 
Newsweek magazine 

Wednesday came amid 
strain in ties between the 
two countries following 

President Donald Trump 
slapping 50 per cent tariff 

on Indian goods

Israel bombards Gaza City 
ahead of planned offensive
Cairo/Jerusalem: The Israeli military maintained its pressure on Gaza City 
with heavy bombardments overnight, residents said, ahead of a Thursday 
meeting between Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his ministers on 
plans to seize the enclave’s largest city. The military a day earlier called up 
60,000 reservists in a sign that the government was pressing ahead with the 
plan, despite international condemnation. 
However, one military offi cial said that 
most reservists would not serve in combat 
and that the strategy to take Gaza City had 
not yet been fi nalised. Calling up tens of 
thousands of reservists is also likely to take 
weeks, giving time for mediators to attempt 
to bridge gaps over a new temporary 
ceasefi re proposal that Hamas has accepted.

Xi Jinping attends 60th anniv
of Tibet Autonomous Region
Beijing: Chinese President Xi Jinping Thursday attended the 60th 
founding anniversary celebrations of the Tibet Autonomous Region 
(TAR) at the Potala Palace square in Tibet’s provincial capital Lhasa. 
Xi joined around 20,000 local offi cials and people from several ethnic 
groups and walks of life in the celebration, state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported. Potala Palace was the traditional winter residence 
of the Dalai Lamas - Tibetan spiritual 
leaders - and served as the centre 
of political and spiritual authority 
in Tibet for centuries. The Tibet 
Autonomous Region (TAR) was 
offi cially established by China in 1965 
after it annexed the region in 1950. 
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ESIC ADDS 19.37L NEW MEMBERS 
Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) 
added 19.37 lakh new members in June, as per the 
latest payroll data released Thursday. Out of the 
total 19.37 lakh employees added during the month, 
9.58 lakh, or 49.50 per cent of the total registrations, 
belonged to the age group of up to 25 years, it stat-
ed.  Also, the data shows that the net enrolment of 
female members was 4.13 lakh in the month under 
review. Besides, a total of 87 transgender employ-
ees were also registered under ESI scheme. 

My expectation 
is that SBI’s CoE 
will engage in 

making case studies and 
undertaking research, 
creating a rich repository 
of knowledge and sharing 
it online for the benefi t 
of all, especially those in 
remote areas
M NAGARAJU | FINANCIAL 
SERVICES SECRETARY

Wipro to acquire
HARMAN’s DTS
New Delhi: IT major Wipro 
Thursday said it has signed 
a definitive agreement to 
acquire 100 per cent stake in 
the Digital Transformation 
Solutions (DTS) business 
unit of HARMAN, a Samsung 
company, for a cash 
consideration of up to $375 
million (about `3,270 crore). 
Under the agreement, more 
than 5,600 DTS employees, 
including senior leadership, 
across the Americas, Europe, 
and Asia, will move to 
Wipro.  The transaction is 
expected to be completed 
by December 31, 2025, 
according to a regulatory 
filing. Upon completion of 
the acquisition, DTS will 
be integrated into Wipro's 
Engineering Global Business 
Line.  Further, as part of 
the acquisition, Wipro 
will enter into a multi-
year strategic agreement 
with HARMAN and 
Samsung. The acquisition 
strengthens Wipro's ER&D 
portfolio by advancing 
its AI-driven digital 
and device engineering 
capabilities, spanning 
design-to-manufacturing 
across industries such as 
technology, industrial, 
aerospace, healthcare, and 
consumer sectors. 

TUMO in India 
New Delhi: TUMO, Armenia's 
groundbreaking creative 
technology education 
network, is set to launch 
India's fi rst centre this 
November in Mumbai, 
offering its free, self-
paced learning programme 
across digital fi elds such 
as robotics, graphic design, 
and artifi cial intelligence. 
TUMO has completed pilot 
programmes and is now set 
to launch its Mumbai centre, 
which will accommodate up 
to 1,500 students, said Pegor 
Papazian, Chief Development 
Offi cer, TUMO. The 
programme offers intensive 
technology education across 
a wide range of subjects, 
including game development, 
motion graphics, robotics, 
web development, animation, 
3D modelling, generative AI, 
and fi lm-making, he said.  
TUMO equips students with 
high-level digital skills and 
all for free. TUMO education 
is free of charge and readily 
available to all teens aged 
12-18, no matter their 
socioeconomic background 
or place of residence. 
TUMO's approach is based 
on a set of key principles, 
including choice, hyper-
personalisation, mixing age 
groups, alternating individual 
and group learning, and 
replacing diplomas with 
portfolios. While the learning 
model is self-paced, the 
centre offers training 
sessions twice a week. 
Students typically take up to 
two years to complete a full 
module. 

SHORT TAKES

The proposed 
amend-
ments to the 

insolvency law 
will help in saving 
time and ensure 
faster resolution of 
stressed assets

RAVI MITAL |  IBBI CHAIRPERSON

AI-only AIF 
regulatory 
regime that 

has signifi cantly 
less compliance re-
quirements around 
investor protec-
tion--our pathway to optimum 
regulations around AIFs. We want 
to enable sophisticated investors 
to back higher-risk ventures in an 
effi cient manner

ANANTH NARAYAN G  |  
WHOLE TIME MEMBER, SEBI

uoteu

Insurance 
industry 
hopes that 

key input services 
of commission and 
reinsurance also 
receive an exempt 
status

MAHESH JAISING  |  PARTNER, DELOITTE INDIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 21: Markets 
regulator Security Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) chair-
person Tuhin Kanta Pandey 
Thursday suggested introduc-
ing a regulated platform for 
pre-IPO (initial public offer-
ing) share trading, potentially 
replacing existing grey market 
operations.

This new platform may per-
mit investors to trade shares in 
a regulated environment in the 
three-day period between IPO 
allotment and listing. Also, 
this initiative may replace the 
existing unregulated grey mar-
ket, which currently operates 
during this period.

At the same time, Pandey 
said that SEBI is looking to in-
crease the tenure and maturity 
of equity derivatives products 
in a calibrated manner. This 
would curb trading in such 
products, where 91 per cent of 
individual traders incurred 

losses in FY25.
Speaking at the FICCI Cap-

ital Market Conference 2025, 
SEBI chief said pre-listing in-
formation is often not enough 
for investors to make an invest-
ment decision.

In a bid to further deepen 
the capital market and protect 
investors, he hinted at "an ini-
tiative, on a pilot basis - for a 
regulated venue where pre-IPO 
companies can choose to trade, 
subject to certain disclosures".

The initiative, if implement-
ed, will potentially curb trading 
of unlisted shares on unregulat-
ed platforms, often called grey 
market.

Currently, there is a gap of at 
least three trading days when 
the IPO closes for subscription 
and opens for trading, and 
during this period trading in 
the grey market happens.

In the unlisted space, which 
largely remains unregulat-

ed, is getting a lot of traction 
among investors despite car-
rying signifi cant risk for a lot 
of investors.The remarks come 
at a time when the Indian IPO 
market has become very active 
with the listing of 48 main-
board companies so far in 2025. 

Notably, the month of August 
witnessed 11 companies launch 
their initial share sales, with a 
few more in pipeline for the 
next week.

On equity derivatives, SEBI 
is seeking ways to deepen cash 
equity markets, while enhanc-
ing the quality of derivatives 
through longer-tenure prod-
ucts.

 Last month, whole-time 
member Ananth Narayan 
expressed concern over the 
growing dominance of ultra-
short-term derivatives trading 
and cautioned that such trends 
could undermine the health of 
India's capital markets. Also, he 

had contemplated steps to ex-
tend the tenure and maturity of 
these products.

According to the market 
regulator's own research, 91 
per cent of individual traders 
in futures and options (F&O) 
incurred net losses in FY25, 
collectively losing over `1 
lakh crore in funds that could 
have otherwise contributed to 
responsible investing and cap-
ital formation.

Pandey stressed on the role 
of transparency, which is a key 
to onboard investors to the cap-
ital markets and enable fund-
raising.

"Innovation in the capital 
market must lower friction 
and compliance costs for is-
suers, investors, and interme-
diaries while managing the 
risk. It should also provide a 
diverse range of opportunities 
depending upon risk-appetite," 
he added.

According to him, innova-
tive regulatory approaches 
have helped establish new 
asset classes, new classes of 
investors and new methods of 
raising risk capital. These as-
set classes include -- alternative 
investment funds (AIFs), real 
estate investment trusts (RE-
ITs), infrastructure investment 
trusts (InvITs) and specialised 
investment funds (SIFs).

On the industry side, he said 
that the regulator expects clean 
edges -- no unregulated advice, 
clear and timely disclosures, 
and visible SEBI registration 
details on every app, site, and 
social media handles.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 21: Stock 
markets extended the winning 
run to the sixth consecutive 
day Thursday, with bench-
mark Sensex closing higher 
by nearly 143 points on buying 
in blue-chip shares ICICI Bank 
and Reliance Industries.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
climbed 142.87 points or 0.17 
per cent to settle at 82,000.71 
in a restricted trade. During 
the day, it rallied 373.33 points 
or 0.45 per cent to 82,231.17. 
As many as 14 Sensex shares 
closed higher, while 16 ended 
with losses.

The 50-share NSE Nifty rose 
by 33.20 points or 0.13 per cent 
to 25,083.75.

Among Sensex fi rms, Bajaj 
Finserv, ICICI Bank, Reliance 
Industries, Bajaj Finance, 
Larsen & Toubro and Bharat 
Electronics were the major 
gainers. However, Power Grid, 
Eternal, Hindustan Unilever 
and Adani Ports were among 
the laggards.

Gains in pharma, realty, and 
fi nancials shares supported 
the rally while profi t-taking 
in FMCG, energy, and auto 
shares capped gains.

Market experts stated that 
the proposed GST reforms and 
a recent credit rating upgrade 
have bolstered investors' con-
fi dence. A Group of Ministers 
on GST rate rationalisation 
has accepted the Centre's pro-
posal to move to a two-slab 
structure of 5 per cent and 
18 per cent. The GST Council 
is likely to take a fi nal call 
on the proposal next month. 
Goods and Services Tax is a 
4-tier structure of 5, 12, 18 and 
28 per cent.

The BSE smallcap gauge 
ended fl at, ending marginally 
higher by 0.01 per cent. The 
midcap index dipped 0.12 per 
cent.

Among BSE sectoral indi-
ces, healthcare climbed 0.61 
per cent, realty (0.46 per cent), 
industrials (0.25 per cent), oil 
& gas (0.19 per cent) and fi nan-
cial services (0.17 per cent).

Power, commodities, con-
sumer discretionary, FMCG, 
utilities and auto were among 
the laggards.

As many as 2,098 stocks ad-
vanced while 1,995 declined 
and 155 remained unchanged 
on the BSE.

In Asian markets, South 
Korea's Kospi and Shanghai's 
SSE Composite index settled 
in positive territory, while 
Japan's Nikkei 225 index and 
Hong Kong's Hang Seng ended 
lower. Markets in Europe were 
trading in negative territory.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, August 21: The 
government has established 
100 5G labs at academic insti-
tutions across India for capac-
ity building and for creating a 
6G-ready academic and start-
up ecosystem in the country, 
the Parliament was informed 
Thursday. 

Under the initiatives that 
have been taken to facilitate 
the development of 6G technol-
ogy in the country, the Telecom 
Technology Development Fund 
(TTDF) Scheme was launched 
October 1, 2022, Minister of 
State for Communications and 
Rural Development, Pemma-
sani Chandra Sekhar, said in 
a written reply in the Rajya 
Sabha.

The scheme aims to fund 
research and development 
(R&D) and innovation in tele-
com technologies, including 6G, 
fostering collaboration between 
academia, start-ups, MSMEs, 
research institutes and indus-
try to enhance the telecom eco-
system in India. A total of 104 
projects related to 6G technol-
ogy, amounting to `275.88 crore, 
have been approved under the 
TTDF scheme till July 2025, the 
Minister stated.

According to the minister, 
the government has facilitated 
the setting up of ‘Bharat 6G Al-
liance’, which is an alliance of 
domestic industry, academia, 
national research institutions 

and standards organisations to 
develop an action plan accord-
ing to the Bharat 6G Vision.

The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) was signed 
with leading global 6G allianc-
es to enhance global collabo-
rations for the development of 
6G wireless technologies, the 
Minister stated.

As part of the National 
Mission on Interdisciplinary 
Cyber-Physical Systems (NM-
ICPS), a Technology Innovation 
Hub (TIH) has been established 
at the IIITB-Comet Foundation, 
hosted by the International In-
stitute of Information Technol-
ogy, Bangalore (IIIT Bangalore).

This TIH is dedicated to ad-
vancing research and innova-
tion in the technology vertical 
"Advanced Communication 
Systems.", currently focusing 
on cutting-edge technologies 
such as Reconfi gurable Intel-
ligent Surfaces (RIS) and ad-
vanced O-RAN Massive MIMO 
systems, to enhance coverage, 
capacity, and integrated sens-
ing capabilities in future 6G 
networks.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 21: The 
Central Consumer Protection 
Authority (CCPA) has im-
posed a penalty of `10 lakh on 
ride-hailing platform Rapido 
for misleading advertisements 
and unfair trade practices, the 
consumer affairs ministry said 
Thursday.

CCPA also directed Rapido 
to reimburse customers who 
used the company's "Auto in 
5 minutes or Get `50" offer but 
did not receive the promised 
compensation.

The watchdog took action af-
ter examining Rapido's adver-
tisements that promised "Auto 
in 5 minutes or Get `50" and 
"Guaranteed Auto," and found 
them to be false and misleading 
to consumers. Data from the 
National Consumer Helpline 
showed complaints against 
Rapido surged to 1,224 between 
June 2024 and July 2025, com-
pared with 575 complaints in 
the previous 14-month period.

The CCPA's investigation 
revealed that disclaimers in 
Rapido's advertisements were 
displayed in extremely small, 

unreadable fonts. The promised 
`50 benefi t was not actual cur-
rency but "Rapido coins" worth 
"up to `50," which could only be 
used for bike rides and expired 
within seven days.

The authority found that 
while advertisements promi-
nently claimed the guarantee, 
terms and conditions stated 
the assurance was offered by 
individual drivers, not Rapido 
itself - an attempt to shift lia-
bility away from the company.

"Such restrictions materially 
reduced the value of the offer 
and effectively compelled con-
sumers to use another service 
from Rapido within an unrea-
sonably short time," the minis-
try said in a statement.

According to the Guidelines 
for Prevention of Misleading 

Advertisements and Endorse-
ments 2022, disclaimers can-
not contradict main claims or 
conceal material information. 
The CCPA said Rapido's ad-
vertisements violated these 
requirements by omitting 
key limitations without equal 
prominence. Rapido operates 
in over 120 cities and ran the 
misleading campaign for ap-
proximately 548 days in multi-
ple regional languages. Many 
consumer complaints relate 
to service defi ciencies, non-re-
funds, overcharging and failure 
to provide promised services, 
with most grievances remain-
ing unresolved despite being 
shared with the company.

The CCPA has urged con-
sumers to be cautious about 
advertisements making "guar-
anteed" or "assured" promis-
es without clear conditions. 
Consumers facing misleading 
advertisements can call the 
National Consumer Helpline 
at 1915 or use the NCH app or 
website to fi le complaints.

 However, the authority has 
ordered Rapido to discontinue 
the misleading advertisements 
immediately.

Regulated platform for pre-IPO
Currently, there is a 
gap of at least three 

trading days when the 
IPO closes for 

subscription and 
opens for trading, 

and during this period 
trading in the 

unregulated (grey) 
market happens

6G ROADMAP

India establishes 100 5G 
labs for capacity building
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New Delhi, August 21: In-
dia will need to mobilise $467 
billion in climate fi nance by 
2030 to put four of its most car-
bon-intensive sectors -- power, 
steel, cement and transport -- 
on a low-carbon pathway, ac-
cording to a new study.

The working paper, "India's 
Climate Finance Require-
ments: An Assessment", au-
thored by economists Janak 
Raj and Rakesh Mohan for 
the Centre for Social and Eco-
nomic Progress (CSEP) and the 
Task Force on Climate, Devel-
opment and the IMF, was re-
leased Thursday.

It departs from conventional 
top-down modelling approach-
es and instead uses a bottom-up 
methodology, estimating cli-
mate fi nance needs sector by 
sector to present what the 
authors described as a "gran-
ular understanding" of India's 
challenge.

The study found that de-
carbonising the four sectors, 
which together accounted 
for more than 50 per cent of 
the country's carbon dioxide 
emissions in 2023, would re-
quire an average of $54 billion 

a year between 2022 and 2030. 
This amounts to around 1.3 per 
cent of India's GDP.

"Contrary to the common 
narrative, the study fi nds that 
it is not the power sector, but 
the steel and cement sectors 
which need large climate fi -
nance," Raj said.

"Both the steel and cement 
are hard to abate sectors, 
which require the 
use of an expensive 
carbon capture and 
storage (CCS) tech-
nology, but it is the 
only feasible option 
at this stage," he said.

The report estimates that 
over 80 per cent of the $467 bil-
lion requirement will come 
from steel and cement alone. 
By contrast, decarbonising the 
power sector would need about 
$57 billion, signifi cantly lower 
than prevailing assumptions, 
thanks to the declining capital 
costs of renewable energy.

The transport sector will 
also demand signifi cant in-
vestment, particularly in ac-
celerating the transition from 
internal combustion engine 
vehicles to electric mobility.

This, the report said, would 
require scaling up charging 

infrastructure, creating vi-
able fi nancing mechanisms 
and strengthening regulatory 
frameworks.

Mohan emphasised that 
while the numbers are sub-
stantial, they are achievable.

"The incremental fi nancial 
resources needed for climate 
change mitigation in India for 
four key emitting sectors -- en-
ergy transition, steel, cement 
and road transport -- at an 
annual average of 1.3 per cent 
of GDP up to 2030, are within 
reach," he said. 

"Contrary to most astronom-

ical estimates that are done top 
down, this estimate has been 
derived on a bottom-up gran-
ular basis. It provides a basis 
for optimism on our fi nancial 
capacity to tackle climate 
change," he said.

The study highlights a fi -
nancing gap that will need to 
be bridged through both do-
mestic and external sources. 
It said that India may have to 
prudently expand its current 
fi scal defi cit up to 2.5 per cent 
of GDP to absorb external cli-
mate fi nance, but stresses the 
importance of complementing 

this with domestic mobilisa-
tion.

Among the key policy recom-
mendations are incentivising 
private investment in steel and 
cement through targeted sub-
sidies, R&D support and inter-
national technology transfer.

The authors also called for 
a clear national framework to 
accelerate the adoption of elec-
tric vehicles and to strengthen 
the power grid for renewable 
integration by expanding bat-
tery storage and hydro-pump 
capacity.

The report argued that how 
India navigates this transition 
will be closely watched by oth-
er emerging and developing 
economies facing similar di-
lemmas.

"The bottom line: Steel and 
cement are the fi nancial linch-
pin in India's decarbonisation 
efforts. With a carefully cal-
ibrated economic strategy, 
India can navigate the dual 
challenge of sustaining rap-
id growth while tackling cli-
mate vulnerabilities, offering 
lessons for other developing 
economies confronting similar 
challenges in fi nancing ambi-
tious climate transitions," the 
paper read.

Bhubaneswar: Ankura Hospital for Women & Children, Bhubaneswar, 
has announced the launch of its Neighbourhood Card, a community-
focused initiative designed to extend exclusive healthcare benefi ts to 
families in the city. This card aims to build stronger connections with 
the community while making quality healthcare more accessible and 
affordable. Cardholders will be entitled to a host of privileges, including 
discounts on consultations, diagnostic services, preventive health 
packages, and pharmacy purchases, along with priority services at the 
hospital. The card is available for residents of Bhubaneswar and its 
adjoining areas, and is particularly designed to benefi t families, working 
parents, and senior citizens seeking continuity of care. With this 
initiative, Ankura Hospital Bhubaneswar reinforces its commitment to 
promoting preventive health and nurturing long-term relationships with 
the community. Card is valid Pan India, across all branches. The launch 
event also highlighted Ankura Hospital’s focus on holistic healthcare, 
with senior doctors emphasizing the importance of timely check-ups, 
early detection, and a family-fi rst approach to wellness. For further 
details, interested individuals may visit Ankura Hospital, Bhubaneswar 
or contact the hospital’s help desk.

Markets end higherAnkura Hospital launches 
Neighbourhood Card 

AD landed Rapido in a soup

India needs $467 bn climate fi nance by 2030: Study

COST 
TO 

CLIMATE
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Los Angeles, August 21: 
The governing body for Olym-
pic-style boxing will require 
sex testing for all fi ghters wish-
ing to compete in the women's 
division at its world champion-
ships next month.

World Boxing already had 
announced its plan to require 
competitors to undergo a poly-
merase chain reaction test or 
an equivalent genetic screen-
ing test to determine their 
sex at birth. The rules will 
be implemented ahead of the 
World Boxing Championships 
in Liverpool, England, in ear-
ly September, the organisation 
announced Wednesday.

The tests identify the pres-
ence or absence of Y chromo-
some genetic material as 
the indicator of bio-
logical sex.

Paris 
Olympic 
champi- on 
Imane Khe- lif of Al-
geria declined to enter a World 
Boxing tournament in the Neth-
erlands in June, shortly after 
the governing body initially 

announced 
its plans to 
introduce 
sex testing. 

Van Der Vorst 

later apologised for specifi cally 
naming Khelif, who initially 
planned to fi ght in the tourna-
ment, while outlining World 
Boxing's future testing plans.

Khelif and fellow gold med-
alist Lin Yu-ting from Taiwan 
excelled in Paris under a harsh 
spotlight of widespread scrutiny 
and misconception about their 
sex. The 26-year-old Khelif re-
peatedly has said she was born 
a woman, and she has competed 
at all levels of women's amateur 
boxing for nearly a decade.

Chromosome testing was 
common in Olympic sports 
during the 20th century but was 
largely abandoned in the 1990s 
because of numerous 
ambigu- ities that 
couldn't be easily 
resolved by the 

tests, col-
lectively 

known as dif-
ferences in sex 

development. 
Many sports switched to hor-
mone testing to determine sex 
eligibility, but those tests re-
quire governing bodies to make 
diffi cult decisions on the eligi-
bility of women with naturally 
high testosterone levels.

World Boxing respects 
the dignity of all indi-
viduals and is keen to 
ensure it is as inclusive 

as possible. Yet in a combat 
sport like boxing, we have 
a duty of care to deliver 
safety and competitiveness 
fairness, which are the key 
principles that have guided 
the development and cre-
ation of this policy
BORIS VAN DER VORST | PRESIDENT, 

WORLD BOXING
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New Delhi, August 21: The 
Sports Ministry Thursday de-
clared that India and Pakistan 
will not have any bilateral 
sporting ties even on neutral 
venues as per an unprecedented 
new policy but the cricket team 
won't be stopped from playing 
the Asia Cup next month as it 
is a multi-lateral engagement.

The ministry unveiled the 
new policy with regard to 
India's international engage-
ments with emphasis on Pa-
kistan. A well-placed ministry 

source said that the policy, 
which bars Indian athletes 
from travelling to Pakistan and 
likewise disallows neighbour-
ing sportspersons from coming 
here for bilaterals, is effective 
immediately.

Asked if Indian teams will be 
allowed to travel to Pakistan for 
any multi-lateral competitions, 
the source said, "In that scenar-
io, we will examine the case be-
fore deciding anything."

"Even in multi-lateral events, 
we can't leave our athletes in 
lurch. After all, Pakistan is a 
country that has no hesitation 
in declaring that it is a dumpster 
and can hit the shining Mer-
cedes that is India," he added. 

In the detailed policy that has 
been uploaded on the ministry's 
offi cial website, the government 
named Pakistan, which current-
ly stands accused of being be-
hind the Pahalgam terror attack 
that killed 26 people leading to 
a military showdown between 
the arch-foes in May after India 
launched 'Operation Sindoor'. 

"India's approach to sports 

events involving Pakistan re-
fl ects its overall policy in deal-
ing with that country," states 
the ministry policy.

"In so far as bilateral sports 
events in each other's country 
are concerned, Indian teams 
will not be participating in 
competitions in Pakistan. Nor 
will we permit Pakistani teams 
to play in India," it added.

"India and Pakistan can-
not play bilateral even if it is 
planned in America. No bilater-
als," asserted a ministry source.

However, multilateral en-
gagements will not be affected 
and the Asia Cup-bound team 
will travel to the UAE next 
month for the eight-team tour-
nament starting September 9, 
despite social media outrage.

"We will not stop Indian 
cricket team from playing in 
Asia Cup as it is a multilateral," 
the ministry source said.

"For multilateral cricket, we 
will not come in the way unless 
the host is Pakistan," he added. 

Asked if the policy could be 
revised if the ties between the 

two countries improve, a min-
istry source said, "At this point, 
it looks unlikely."

The policy makes it clear that 
India, which is aspiring to host 
the 2030 Commonwealth Games 
and the 2036 Olympic Games, 
will abide by the Olympic Char-
ter and its philosophy of inclu-
sivity to present itself as an 
amiable host of global events.

This is precisely the reason 
why the government agreed to 
grant visas to Pakistani hockey 
players for next month's Asia 
Cup in Bihar even though they 
refused to travel citing securi-
ty concerns. 

"With regard to international 
and multilateral events, in In-
dia or abroad, we are guided by 
the practices of international 
sports bodies and the interest 
of our own sportspersons.

"...Indian teams and individ-
ual players will take part in 
international events that also 
have teams or players from 
Pakistan. Similarly, Pakistani 
players and teams will be able 
to participate in such multilat-
eral events hosted by India," the 
policy stated.

"To position India as a pre-
ferred destination for hosting in-
ternational sporting events, the 
visa process for sportspersons, 
team offi cials, technical person-
nel, and offi ce-bearers of Interna-
tional Sports Governing Bodies 
shall be simplifi ed," it added.

The ministry said that for 
offi ce-bearers of Internation-
al Sports Governing Bodies, a 
multi-entry visa shall be grant-
ed on priority basis for the du-
ration of their offi cial tenure, 
subject to a maximum period 
of fi ve years. "This shall facil-
itate their smooth movement 
into and within the country, in 
accordance with international 
norms. Due protocol and cour-
tesies, as per established prac-
tice, shall be extended to the 
Heads of International Sports 
Governing Bodies during their 
visits to India," it stated.

India vs Pak only in Asia Cup: 
Govt blocks bilateral relations

India has offi cially 
shut the door on 
bilateral sporting 
ties with Pakistan, 
but cleared Team
 India’s participation 
in next month’s Asia 
Cup in the UAE

World Boxing mandates sex 
testing before world c’ships

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Shymkent (Kazakhstan), 
August 21: Teenaged Indian 
shooters grabbed four of the 
fi ve gold medals on offer to 
dominate the fourth day of the 
16th Asian Shooting Champi-
onship, taking the country's 
medal tally to 26 medals, here 
Thursday.

India now have won 14 gold, 
six silver and as many bronze 
medals, firmly cementing 
their position at the top of 
the standings.

Abhinav Shaw began the 
gold rush for India, fi rst team-
ing up with Naraen Pranav 
(third with 631.1) and Himans-
hu (fourth with 630.9), to shoot 
628.1 in qualifi cation, not only 
clinching a spot in the fi nal for 
himself but also ensuring that 
the trio's tally of 1890.1 was an 
Asian as well as a junior world 
record, apart from the gold for 
India.

He then shot a thrilling fi nal, 
beginning fi fth on the grid after 
the fi rst fi ve-shot series to take 
the lead after the second.

The end stage was a battle 
of attrition with Lee Hyun-
seo, but the Indian showed 
admirable nerves after two 
high 9s on his 17th and 18th 
shots to pip the Korean by 0.1 
in the end.

The 21st shot with 10.9 was 
the icing on the cake.

At the shotgun ranges, Man-
si Raghuwanshi triumphed in 
the junior women's skeet fi nal 
with a tally of 53 out of a possi-
ble 60-targets.

Compatriot Yashasvi Ra-
thore won silver with 52 while 
Kazakh Lidiya Basharova took 
bronze. 

Here too, Mansi fi nished 
the strongest, catching all her 
last 10 targets, while Yashasvi 
missed two to settle for silver. 
Agrima Kanwar, the third Indi-
an in the fi eld, also reached the 
fi nal to fi nish sixth.

In the junior men's skeet, 
Harmehar Singh Lally (115, 3rd 
in qualifi cation) and Jyotirad-
itya Singh Sisodia (110, 5th in 
qualifi cation) won individual 
silver and bronze medals each 
with scores of 52 and 43 in the 

fi nal respectively. Kazakh-
stan's Artyom Sedelnikov won 
gold with 53 hits.

The duo was not to be denied 
gold on the day, however, as 
they combined with Atul Singh 
Rajawat (107) to bag the junior 
men's skeet team gold with a 
tally of 338, four ahead of the 
silver-winning Kazakhs.

Earlier, while all three shoot-
ers in the men's 10m air rifl e se-
nior event shot brilliant qualifi -
cation rounds to give India yet 
another team gold, Rudrankksh 
Patil and Arjun Babuta could 
not convert the opportunity 
into individual medals, fi nish-
ing fourth and fi fth in the fi nal 
respectively.

Patil looked more in conten-
tion for a medal right through 
the fi nal, before bowing out af-
ter the 20th shot of the 24-shot 
fi nal on a score of 207.6.

Babuta departed two shots 
earlier with 185.8 as local fa-
vourite Islam Satpayev of Ka-
zakhstan took gold. Lu Dingke 
of China claimed the silver with 
Park Haejun of Korea winning 
the bronze.

Asian Shooting Championship:
India consolidate top position
The country now have won 14 gold, six silver and as many bronze medals, 

fi rmly cementing their position at the top of the standings
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Jalandhar, August 21: Hary-
ana and Odisha emerged vic-
torious in their respective 
semifi nals of the 15th Hockey 
India Junior Men's National 
Championship here Thursday.

In the fi rst semifi nal, Hary-
ana defeated Uttar Pradesh 3-0 
with Nitin (3', 54') scoring two 
goals for his team and Jeetpal 
(47') hitting the third.

The second semifi nal be-
tween Odisha and Punjab was 
a closely contested affair in 
which the former defeated the 
hosts 3-2 with Karan Lakra (58') 
scoring in the fi nal few minutes 

of the game. 
The other two goals for Odis-

ha were scored by Pratap Toppo 
(1', 15'), while captain Gursewak 
Singh (12') and Manmeet Singh 
Rai (44') struck one each for 
Punjab.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Gurugram, August 21: In-
cumbent Ajay Singh was 
Thursday re-elected President 
of the Boxing Federation of In-
dia (BFI) for a third consecutive 
term after his comprehensive 
victory over Jaslal Pradhan in 
the long-overdue polls.

The elections, postponed 
by more than six months 
amid legal wrangling, were 
conducted in the presence 
of Returning Officer Rajesh 
Tandon and BFI interim 
committee head Fairuz Mo-
hammed of Singapore, who 
was sent by World Boxing as 
its observer.

World Boxing President 
Boris van der Vorst and Sec-
retary General Mike McAtee, 
who were originally set to be 
observers, did not attend the 
polls.

Singh, who is also the man-
aging director of SpiceJet Air-
lines, won the contest 40-26. 

The results, however, remain 
subject to the fi nal outcome of 
an ongoing case in the Delhi 
High Court, where several state 
units have challenged the con-
stitutional amendments intro-
duced by the interim committee 
that had been overseeing BFI's 
daily affairs.

Incumbent Ajay Singh 
re-elected as BFI Prez

Haryana, Odisha set up title 
clash in junior nat’l hockey

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Srinagar, August 21: From 
rowing a Shikara at Dal Lake 
to paddling his way to nation-
al glory, Mohsin Ali Kand has 
come a long way. Mohsin made 
Jammu and Kashmir proud af-
ter winning the fi rst gold medal 
of the Khelo India Water Sports 
Festival 2025 Thursday.  

The 17-year-old Mohsin won 
gold in the 1000 metres men’s 
Kayaking event, clocking 
4:12:717. It was a career high-
light for the youngster.

As Mohsin stepped out of Dal 
Lake, he was greeted by a ju-

bilant home crowd, even as he 
failed to hold back tears of joy 
and hugged his coach Bilquis 
Mir, a former international and 
an Olympic judge.

This was an overwhelming 
moment for Mohsin, a 12th 
standard student of SP Higher 
Secondary School, who is ful-
fi lling his dream of represent-
ing India at the international 
events and rows a Shikara on 
the Dal Lake after attending his 

school to earn money for buy-
ing his diet.

After clinching the gold, 
Mohsin, the son of a lower 
carpenter Fida Hussain Kand, 
said he had worked very hard 
for it and credited his success 
to his father.

“It was my father who was 
instrumental in my decision to 
take up water sports,” Mohsin 
said. The lanky Mohsin added 
that despite economic hard-
ships and taking care of a 
fi ve-member family, his father 
ensured that he developed a 
keen interest in water sports 
from a very young age.

KHELO INDIA WATER SPORTS FESTIVAL

Shikarawalla Mohsin bags dream gold
The thing that really 
keeps me going is 
the burning desire to 
represent the country 

at international events like 
Asian Games, World 
Championship and Olympics
MOHSIN ALI
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St Louis, August 21: World 
champion D Gukesh was held 
to a draw by the lone wild card 
Samuel Sevian of United States, 
while fellow Indian R Pragg-
nanandhaa also split the point 
with Nodirbek Abdusattorov of 
Uzbekistan in the third round 
of the Sinquefi eld Cup here.

With his second draw in 
as many days, Praggnanad-
haa remained in the leading 
group of three players that 
now include Fabiano Caru-
ana of United States besides 
the overnight co-leader Arme-
nian-turned-American Levon 

Aronian.
Caruana handed Alireza Fir-

ouzja of France his fi rst loss in 
the tournament in the lone de-
cisive game of the day. Aronian 
was held to a draw by Maxime 
Vachier-Lagrave of France, 
while another American Wes-
ley So split the point with Duda 
Jan-Kryzsztof of Poland.

With six rounds still to come 
in the $3,75,000 prize money 
tournament, Praggnanadhaa, 
Aronian and Caruana share 
the lead on two points each and 
they are now followed by Wes-
ley, Firouzja, Vachier-Lagrave, 
Sevian and Gukesh -- who all 
stand a half point behind.

SINQUEFIELD CUP

Gukesh held by Sevian, 
Praggnanandhaa draws

Vishal breaks 400m NR
Chennai: Tamil Nadu quarter-miler 
Vishal Thennarasu Kayalvizhi 
Thursday smashed the men's 400m 
national record with a time of 45.12 
seconds at the National Inter-State 
Senior Athletics Championships 
here Thursday. The 21-year-old 
ran a stunning race to leave 
behind his rivals way behind at the 
fi nishing line to cement his status 
as the numero uno quarter-miler 
of the country. He bettered the 
previous national record of 45.21 
seconds which was in the name 
of Muhammed Anas since 2019. 
Vishal's earlier best was 45.57 
seconds while fi nishing fourth at 
the 2025 Asian Championships in 
May in South Korea where he was 
a member of India's gold-winning 
mixed 4x400m relay team and 
silver-winning men's 4x400m relay 
quartet.

Rahane steps down 
Mumbai: Veteran India batter 
Ajinkya Rahane Thursday stepped 
down from his position as Mumbai 
captain ahead of the upcoming 
Ranji Trophy season, saying it is 
the right time to groom a new 
leader. The 37-year-old, who 
has amassed 14000 runs in 201 
fi rst-class matches, however, will 
continue to play as a batter in the 
team. The Ranji season begins on 
October 15 and Mumbai will be 
up against Jammu and Kashmir in 
their opening game. "Captaining 
and winning the championships 
with the Mumbai team has been 
an absolute honour," Rahane 
wrote on his 'X' account. Under 
his captaincy, Mumbai clinched 
the Ranji Trophy title in the 
2023–24 season with a victory 
over Vidarbha in the fi nal. He also 
guided the team to triumph in the 
Irani Cup 2024–25, overcoming the 
Rest of India (ROI) side.

Tete to lead India
New Delhi: Seasoned mid-fi elder 
Salima Tete was Thursday retained 
as captain of a 20-member Indian 
women's hockey team for the 
Asia Cup to be held in Hangzhou, 
China from September 5 to 14. 
The tournament assumes added 
signifi cance as the winner will 
secure a direct berth in the 2026 
FIH Women's Hockey World Cup. 
India has been drawn in Pool B, 
where it will face Japan, Thailand, 
and Singapore. 
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