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Trump fires Cook
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Nehal busts myth

Miss Diva Universe in 2018
Nehal Chudasama says
E that it’s a myth that beauty

US Prez Donald Trump fires Federal

sharp escalation in his battle to exert

greater control over the institution
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Reserve Governor Lisa Cook in a :

Penaltv on Eternal

A total GST demand of more than
40 crore, including interest and
penalties, has been imposed on

Eternal
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Golden double

Olympian Sift Kaur Samra bags
_ individual and team gold medals in

= the women’s 50m rifle 3 positions at
—& the 16th Asian Shooting Championships
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Woman gangraped
after conversion

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhograi, August 26: A woman
in Balasore district was alleged-
ly gangraped in captivity for
five months by her boyfriend
and his relatives after she was
kidnapped and forced into re-
ligious conversion by the ac-
cused, police said Tuesday.
The victim, a kabaddi player
from Bhograi, lodged a com-
plaint with police Tuesday, al-
leging she was lured into a false
romance by Abdul Gafar of Ma-
jhichhak village. She claimed
that Gafar and others abducted
her, kept her at multiple loca-
tions. Later, they raped her after
changing her religion forcibly.
Police sent the woman to a
shelter home in Balasore and
scheduled for a medical exam-
ination Wednesday. An officer
said a thorough investigation
is underway to secure justice.
As her family planned her mar-
riage elsewhere, the victim al-
legedly eloped with Gafar March
1, taking jewellery worth Rs 4
lakh. Her mother reported her
missing, prompting a kidnapping
case (76/2025) under relevant sec-
- tions of BNS. The victim returned
Tuesday with her parents and a
lawyer, alleging she was held in
Baripada, Baisinga and Gafar’s
home, where Gafar, his father
Fakir Khan, brother-in-law, uncle
and others raped her. However,
she somehow managed to escape.

2-day holiday
for Nuakhali

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
The state government Tuesday
announced an additional holi-
day for the Nuakhai festival,
which is celebrated in a big way
in the western part of the state.

According to separate orders,
government offices and schools
will remain shut August 29 in
addition to August 28, the day
of the festival.

Coupled with the holiday for
Ganesh Chaturthi August 27,
government employees and stu-
dents would get a five-day break
from Wednesday to Sunday.

However, September 13,
which is a Saturday, has been
declared a working day for gov-
ernment employees.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

You can't force me to show my
marksheet just to satisfy your
curiosity .. unless it serves
some public good

RAIN FURY: Vehicles stuck as a portion of the Fourth Tawi Bridge damaged after relentless rainfall at Bhagwati Nagar in Jammu, Tuesday

Wid - PEETAE o - W W T

= Ak T

Additional 25% Us
tariff from today

Although Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi insisted Tuesday
that India will “continue to
build its strength to withstand
any economic pressure,” experts
view the extra 25% US tariff
as a direct blow to India’s ex-
port-reliant industries. Beyond
immediate job losses and facto-
ry shutdowns in several cities,
the move signals Washington’s
unilateralism that erodes trust
in strategic partnerships, built
over decades. As the deadline
approached, market sentiment
was severely affected. Investors
Tuesday lost ~6.02 lakh crore as
the Sensex shed 849.37 points

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, August 26: The
United States has issued a draft
notice detailing plans to imple-
ment the additional 25 per cent
tariff on Indian products, as
previously announced by Pres-
ident Donald Trump, that will
come into effect from August 27.

The Department of Home-
land Security, in the draft or-
der said the increased levies
would hit Indian products that
are “entered for consumption,
or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on or after
12:01 am eastern daylight time
on August 27, 2025”.

This was on top of the 25 per
cent tariff announced in late

July that came into effect from
August 7.

However, Indian products
will be exempt from the new 50
per cent tariff if they were “al-
ready loaded on a ship and in
transit to the US before 12:01 am
(EDT) on August 27, 2025, pro-
vided they are cleared for use
in the country or taken out of
a warehouse for consumption
before 12:01 am (EDT) on Sep-
tember 17, 2025, and the import-
er certifies this to US Customs
by declaring the special code
HTSUS 9903.01.85”.

White House Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt earlier this
month said President Trump

Sensex tumbles 1%

ndian stocks slipped Tuesday after
I Washington moved ahead with
plans to slap tariffs of up to 50% on
Indian exports starting Wednesday.
The tariff shock dominated trading
sentiment, while a weaker rupee and
continued selling by foreign investors
added to the pressure. The Sensex
shed 849.37 points, or 1%, to settle
at 80,786.54. The Nifty 50 fell 255.70
points, also 1%, to 24,712.05. Investor
wealth took a heavy hit, with the
combined market capitalisation of
BSE-listed firms dropping by ~6.02
lakh crore to ~449.38 lakh crore.

imposed sanctions on India to
bring an end to the conflict be-
tween Russia and Ukraine.

US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent has accused India of
“profiteering” by reselling
Russian oil.

India has called the tariffs
imposed by the US “unjustified
and unreasonable”.

New Delhi said that, like any
major economy, it will take all
necessary measures to safe-
guard its national interests and
economic security.

NATIONS THAT STAND TO GAIN

Pakistan, and Kenya, could quickly step in to capture India’s share. Once buy-

C ountries with lower US duties, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Cambodia, Indonesia,

ers shift, winning them back isn’t easy. Experts caution that this could mean
widespread job losses in export hubs and a reduced role for India in global value
chains. They added that rivals ranging from China, Vietnam, Mexico, and Turkey
to smaller players like Nepal, Guatemala, and Kenya could cement their presence,
keeping India out of crucial markets even if tariffs are eventually rolled back.

PTI PHOTO

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi Tuesday launched ‘Ama
Shasana’ (Our governance), a
public service initiative, to reach
out to people and take their feed-
back on the implementation of
different welfare schemes.

Majhi inaugurated it at Lok
Seva Bhawan here in the pres-
ence of ministers and secretar-
ies of different departments.
A dedicated portal — www.
amashasana.odisha.gov.in —
was also launched to facilitate
people to give their opinion on
the implementation of different
schemes.

Majhi said in order to con-
nect with the people, the state
government has launched
‘Ama Sashasana’. It is not just
an initiative but it is the gov-
ernment’s firm resolve to bring
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Flood: More than 170
villages inundated

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
More than 170 villages in Bal-
asore, Bhadrak and Jajpur
districts of North Odisha were
under flood water for the sec-
ond consecutive day Tuesday,
even as the IMD has warned of
heavy rainfall in the next few
days due to fresh low pressure
area in the Bay of Bengal, offi-
cials said.

While 130 villages under
three blocks of Baliapal, Bhog-
rai and Jaleswar were flood-
ed by the water of river Sub-
arnarekha, around 45 villages
in Jajpur are inundated by Bai-
tarani flood water. Dhamnagar
and Bhandaripokhari blocks of
Bhadrak district are also affect-
ed. Some villages in Keonjhar
and Sundargarh districts have
also been hit by the flood, offi-
cials said.

“Jajpur district has been
severely hit due to a breach
on the embankment of Kani
river, a tributary of Baitarani
river. I am going to the affected
areas in Jajpur,” Revenue and
Disaster Management minister
Suresh Pujari said, adding that

CM launch_es_ Ama

governance to every village, he
said. To establish a direct inter-
face between citizens and the
government, under the initia-
tive, the scheme has a toll-free
helpline number (14471) and a
WhatsApp number (7400221903)
for quick communication and
grievance redressal.

Under this initiative, the
chief minister and ministers
will call up the people at ran-
dom and take their feedback
in order to further strengthen
different people-centric and
welfare schemes. This would

NEW HERITAGE POLICY SOON TO PROTECT 3K SITES

Bhubaneswar: A high-level meeting was conducted here at Lokseva Bhavan
Tuesday to introduce a comprehensive heritage policy aimed at protecting,
preserving, and developing the state’s rich cultural legacy. Deputy Chief
Minister Pravati Parida, who chaired the session, announced that a dedicated
task force will oversee the conservation of more than 3,000 heritage sites
across the state. The policy will initially focus on the holistic development

of 75 key heritage sites. Law, Works, and Excise Minister Prithwiraj
Harichandan; Minister of Odia Language, Literature and Culture, Sports and
Youth Services, and Higher Education Suryavanshi Suraj; and senior officials
from relevant departments attended the meeting. “Odisha’s heritage is very
ancient, yet many sites remain neglected,” Parida observed. “A coordinated
task force—bridging the tourism, culture, and works departments—is
essential to safeguard these treasures,” she said. Harichandan stressed

the need to restore monuments and improve road connectivity to heritage
destinations. He also announced plans to geo-tag all ancient temples and
integrate initiatives linked to Jagannath culture across multiple sectors. To
mark the 75th birth anniversary of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the first
phase will prioritise the protection of 75 heritage monuments with significant

tourism potential, Suraj added.

Submerged Stone Age settlement unearthed in Denmark

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Bay of Aarhus (Denmark),
August 26: Below the dark
blue waters of the Bay of Aar-
hus in northern Denmark, ar-
chaeologists search for coastal
settlements swallowed by ris-
ing sea levels more than 8,500
years ago.

This summer, divers de-
scended about 26 feet below
the waves close to Aarhus, Den-
mark’s second-biggest city, and
collected evidence of a Stone
Age settlement from the seabed.

It’s part of a 13.2 million euro
($15.5 million) six-year inter-
national project to map parts

of the seabed in the Baltic and
North Seas, funded by the Eu-
ropean Union, that includes
researchers in Aarhus as well
as from the UK’s University of
Bradford and the Lower Saxony
Institute for Historical Coastal
Research in Germany.

Most evidence of such settle-
ments so far has been found at
locations inland from the Stone
Age coast, said underwater ar-
chaeologist Peter Moe Astrup,
who’s leading underwater exca-
vations in Denmark.

“Here, we actually have an old
coastline. We have a settlement
that was positioned directly at
the coastline,” he said. “What

we actually try to find out here
is how was life at a coastal set-
tlement.” After the last ice age,
huge ice sheets melted and glob-
al sea levels rose, submerging
Stone Age settlements and forc-
ing the hunter-gatherer human
population inland.

About 8,500 years ago, sea
levels rose by about 6.5 feet per
century, Moe Astrup said.

Moe Astrup and colleagues
at the Moesgaard Museum in
Hgjbjerg, just outside Aarhus,
have excavated an area of about
430 square feet at the small set-
tlement they discovered just off
today’s coast.

Early dives uncovered ani-

mal bones, stones tools, arrow-
heads, a seal tooth, and a small
piece of worked wood, likely a
simple tool. The researchers

are combing the site meter by
meter using a kind of underwa-
ter vacuum cleaner to collect
material for future analysis.

They hope further excavations
will find harpoons, fish hooks
or traces of fishing structures.

“It’s like a time capsule,”
Moe Astrup said. “When sea
level rose, everything was pre-
served in an oxygen-free envi-
ronment... time just stops.”

“We find completely well-pre-
served wood,” he added. “We
find hazelnut... Everything is
well preserved.”

As today’s world faces rising
sea levels driven by climate
change, the researchers hope
to shed light on how Stone Age
societies adapted to shifting
coastlines more than eight mil-
lennia ago.

relief and rescue operations
are in full swing in affected
districts.

The minister said many peo-
ple have been evacuated and
sheltered in relief camps in
all affected districts. The peo-
ple were being provided with
cooked food, dry food and also
fodder for cattle.

Alleging that the floods in
north Odisha are caused most-
ly due to unregulated flow
of water from neighbouring
Jharkhand, Pujari urged Gov-
ernor Hari Babu Kambhampa-
ti to intervene into the matter
and take measure to complete
the Chandil Dam and Galudih
Barrage projects across the
Subarnarekha river.

As per the latest report, the
water level of the Subarnarekha
river at Rajghat was 10,70 metre
above the danger mark of 10.36
metre. Similarly, the water level
of Baitarani at Akhiapada was
also flowing close to the danger
mark, the official said.

Meanwhile, the IMD said that
a fresh low-pressure area has
formed over the northwest Bay
of Bengal off the Odisha coast at
5.30 am Tuesday.5

Shasana’

also help the administration
to make service delivery more
effective and democratic.

Immediately after launching
the initiative, Majhi called up
some people, including a girl
student of a school and en-
quired about their opinion of
different schemes.

During his call to the girl stu-
dent, Majhi asked her whether
she and her friends have any
complaints against their teach-
ers and headmasters.

The girl informed the chief
minister that she has received
financial assistance of ~5,000 un-
der Shahid Madho Singh Haath
Kharcha Scheme and spent it
on purchasing books, pens and
other requirements, including a
dress and a pair of shoes. Majhi
also asked the girl whether any-
body from the school demanded
any money from her for getting
the financial assistance.

Ex-CAG Girish Murmu
among 10 in SJTMC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
The state government Tues-
day nominated 10 people, in-
cluding former Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG) of
India Girish Chandra Murmu,
to the Shree Jagannath Temple
Managing Committee (SJTMC).

The appointments have been
made under the provisions of
the Shree Jagannath Temple
Act, 1954 (Odisha Act 11 0f 1955),
according to the notification is-
sued by the Law department.

Apart from Murmu, Char-
tered Accountant AK Sabat and
eminent culture researcher Ma-
hesh Kumar Sahoo have been
nominated to the panel.

The other members nominat-
ed to the SJTMC are: Dr Sid-
dheswar Mohapatra, represent-
ing ‘Mukti Mandap’ (The highest
religious matter decision-mak-
ing body in the temple), Krushna
Chandra Sarmantray, Madhu-
sudan Singhari, Jagannath Pu-
japanda, Ganesh Dasmohapatra,
Ramnarayan Gochhikar (all rep-
resent servitors) and Raghubir
Das Maharaj of Balaramkot
Matha, who represents Mathas
and other institutions.

The BJP government in the
state was earlier criticised from
different quarters for not recon-
stituting the SITMC after the
tenure of its members expired
in September 2024.




LEONA LEWIS ADMITS
PARENTING STRUGGLES

Singer Leona Lewis revealed how much she has
relied on her parents in order to successfully
balance her personal and professional lives. The
40-year-old, who has daughter Carmel, three,
with husband Dennis Jauch, said: “I did my tour
two years ago, and she was one. What it was, it
was hard. It was hard. | needed my family.”

RIO, KATE FERDINAND
RELOCATE TO DUBAI

Rio and Kate Ferdinand have moved
their family to Dubai for a ‘fresh start.’
The 46-year-old retired soccer star
and his 34-year-old former reality star
spouse have given a glimpse at their
new life in the United Arab Emirates,
where they first met in 2016.
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H ARIES

You are likely to remain ¥
foretells Ganesha. And =
because you'll be invited to parties and
will remain buoyant. You will also strike
the right balance between business and

FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181*
careful and watchful today,
other social events, your enthusiasm
pleasure, says Ganesha.

H TAURUS =)
You are likelyto beina u
mood to get away from the >

daily grind and take a much need break.
You would naturally try to stay free from
future concerns and commitments and
keep all your woes and worries aside for
the day. An adventurous and fun filled
outing or a trip to some happening resort,
along with your friends and family mem-
bers is a near certainty, assures Ganesha.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity.

Il GEMINI [.
hold problems and worries

about your children today.

schoolwork in the morning. In the evening
you will likely head out to dinner with fam-

You will be faced with house-
You will need to help your children with
ily and friends and relax, says Ganesha.

Il CANCER Q
Your speech will today .
explode your thoughts. You

will ponder over new deals and decide

to act only after much thought. Ganesha
feels that you met with success in your
ambition to achieve a breakthrough.

H LEO

Don’t expect you'll be

- handed everything on a =
silver platter. Especially
today, you must put such expectations on
the back burner, says Ganesha. Today,
you would do better to dig deep into your
resources of persistence, as a somewhat
less productive day awaits you.

-

H VIRGO i

Today is a day for introspec-
tion and you will find yourself /]
in a pensive mood. Ganesha
advises you to search for the inner peace
that you want. Stay calm to discover
the hidden treasures within you. In the

~ evening you will be glad to help someone
who is in need of it.

H LIBRA r'1
Somebody in a position of ‘k L
power at your workplace

may decide to pick on you,

just for fun. But your luck is strong,

and no one but your own thoughts and
misgivings can harm you. You shall find it
relatively easy to come out of these trou-
bles; much to the chagrin of those who
wish otherwise, predicts Ganesha.

[l SCORPIO

If you have recently started

a joint business venture,

today you may take your first

step towards sealing a profitable deal.
However, you should buy some time
before signing any contract today; also,
be cautious that you do not get the short
end of the stick.

0000000000000 0000000000000

[l SAGITTARIUS

You may have to make im-
portant decisions of life today,
says Ganesha. Remember,
haste makes waste, so take every decision
only after thinking about its long-term
consequences or end results. Be patient.

Il CAPRICORN

Your power of reasoning will
be strong today, says Gane-
sha. Those of you beginning
your career will show a disposition to
take up a job in television or print media.
The spiritual side of you may also come
to the fore and make you feel at peace,
especially when visiting a holy place.

B AQUARIUS

You will feel deeply inclined

towards development and re-

search, today. Actions speak

louder than words, and your efforts and
overall growth will speak plenty about
your character. Your romantic side will
come to the fore today. You will be willing
to do anything and everything to bring a
bright smile on the face of sweetheart,
feels Ganesha, all of it will get noticed.

[l PISCES

For those who are salaried, f
today should be a progressive

day for you. Important

meetings at the work-place will benefit
from your presence and the suggestions
you have to make. This should enhance
your relationship with your superiors.
Compliments galore will come your way
throughout the day. There are also indi-
cations of an important event occurring

in your personal life today, says Ganesha.—

')1
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Malaika’s
definition

of ‘own I’

Mumbai: For Malaika Arora,
“own it” means showing up
as yourself, without filters or
apologies and said that her
journey has been about fear-
lessly being herself.

Asked what does “own It”
mean to her personally, and
how does it reflect her jour-
ney with confidence and
individuality, Malaika told
this agency: “To me, ‘Own
It means showing up as
yourself, without filters
or apologies. My journey
has been about fearlessly be-
ing myself, whether
it was in fashion,
fitness, or just the
way I live life. Con-
fidence isn’t about |
perfection, it’s
about authenti-
city.”

The 5l1-year-
old glamorous \
star professed /
her love for
lipsticks and
said that it
can instant-
ly uplift

| PEANUTS

mood and boost confidence.
Malaika was first selected as
a VJ for MTV India. She then
entered the modelling world,
appearing in many advertise-
ments, as well as album songs
like Bally Sagoo’s Gur Naalo
Ishq Mitha opposite Jas
Arora, and Bollywood
chartbusters such as
Chaiyya Chaiyya in
the 1998 Bollywood

film Dil Se...

She was then seen
in numbers such as
Maahi Ve (2002), Kaal
Dhamaal (2005) and
Munni Bad-

naam  Hui

(2010). As an
actress, she
has starred
in films
like Kaante
(2002) and
EMI (2008).

IANS

Day II celebrates Odis

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
The second evening of the
48th edition of Barsha Festival
2025, organised by cultural or-
ganisation Chinta O Chetana,
unfolded Tuesday at Rabindra
Mandap with an enchanting
celebration of rich classical
and folk traditions.

The evening commenced
with the ceremonial lighting of
lamp by a distinguished gath-
ering of dignitaries including
educationist, social activist and
founder of Zindagi Foundation
Ajay Bahadur Singh, former
Culture Secretary Manoran-
jan Panigrahi, founder and
chairman of Hi-Tech Group
of Institutions Tirupati Pani-
grahi, sitar maestro Subrata
De, renowned presenter Mru-
tunjay Rath, along with Chinta
O Chetana president Sahadev
Sahoo and general secretary
Surendra Das.

Speaking on the occasion,
Manoranjan Panigrahi re-
flected on the significance of
rain in cinema and art. “Rain
has always been glorified in
films — through iconic scenes
and songs, it becomes a meta-

phor for romance and beauty.
It connects deeply with human
emotions,” he observed.

Ajay Bahadur Singh, howev-
er, struck a note of concern over
the environmental changes that
have altered this essence. “Rain
is losing its charm due to envi-
ronmental degradation. Instead
of joy, it often brings floods and
calamities. With a population of

ment, the fairytale culmination
of a courtship that for two years
has thrilled and fascinated mil-
lions around the world, but es-
pecially Swifties, the pop star’s
enormous and ardent fan base.

“Your English teacher and
your gym teacher are getting
married,” the caption read, ac-
companied by an emoji of a dyna-
mite stick.

Kelce was a famous football
player when they met — a star
tight end for the Kansas City
Chiefs and a Super Bowl cham-
pion — but Swift’s unique level
of fame catapulted him into a
different orbit entirely.

Their relationship
. was documented in
\ countless shots of
Swift celebrating
at Chiefs games and
fan videos of Kelce
dancing along at
Swift’s Eras concert
tour as it travelled

Taylor Switt,
Travis Kelce

engaged

New York: Taylor Swift and
Travis Kelce are engaged, they
announced Tuesday.

In a five-photo joint
post on Instagram,
the superstar sing- £
er and football /
player revealed /
their en- B
gage-

. the globe.
/  Kelce and Swift's
relationship fea-

tured prominently
/ in the just-released

six-part ESPN docu-
mentary The Kingdom,
chronicles the
franchise’s pursuit of an
unprecedented third con-
secutive Super Bowl title last
season. AGENCIES

CHINTA O CHETANA'S BARSHA FESTIVAL

ha’s cultural heritage

Parida for Odissi, Nitisha Ba-
nerjee and Animikha De for
Kathak, Vidushi Sangita for
Kathak and Bharatanatyam,
Tapash Paul for Tabla, Vidu-
shi Sahelee Bose and Sangita
Chati for her contributions to
performing arts. OrissaPOST
and Dharitri are the media
partners of the three-day fes-
tival. RESHMI YADAV, OP

140 crore, if each person plants
even two trees we can restore
balance. Planting trees, coupled
with education and awareness,
is the only way forward,” he
emphasised.

The evening also witnessed
the presentation of the pres-
tigious Chinta O Chetana
Barsha Award 2024. The
awardees included Ananya

Nehal busts beauty myth

Mumbai: Miss Diva Universe in 2018 Nehal
Chudasama, who is currently seen as a contestant
in the 19th edition of Bigg Boss, says that it’s a myth
that beauty queens are perfect. She agrees that they
are just groomed more and try to reach a level where
they can encourage people.

Talking about how beauty queens are often seen as
perfect and the struggles she faced behind the crown,
Nehal told this agency: “I think it’s a myth that beauty
queens are perfect. Beauty queens are as human as
anyone else out there. The struggles were real. It was
tough because you come out of nowhere, with no en-
tertainment background.”

“You don’t know anything about how the industry
works, how pageantry works. So learning everything
about pageants—what it takes to win that crown—is
immense hard work in every way: _ from de-
veloping your personality to com- . 7 pet-
ing, to grooming yourself, to in-
spiring and encouraging others, ¢ &
and showing relatability.” :

Defining today’s beauty, |
Nehal says it’s an “overall ; j
thing.” ‘

“Beauty has always
been about the whole
package—showing who
you are from inside,
along with being pre-
sentable to the world. I
mean, no one wants to
talk to a person who’s
not groomed or doesn’t
smell good. So, it’s an
overall thing. IANS

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
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Let's work together for peace,
progress: CM to SL delegation

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
Sri Lanka (SL) and Odisha are
united by a shared past, Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
said calling upon a delegation
from the island country, that
met him at Lok Seva Bhawan
here Tuesday, to work togeth-
er for peace, friendship and
progress, and be united for a
bright future.

A delegation of 30 officers
from the Information and Pub-
lic Relations (I&PR) wing of the
Sri Lankan government is on a
five-day visit to Odisha to gain
knowledge in communication
management, especially during
disasters, organisation of in-
ternational events on sports,
investments, and communica-
tion on promotion of tourism,
culture and heritage.

Interacting with the delega-
tion, Majhi said that both Sri
Lanka and Odisha are united
by a shared past. He called up-
on them to work together for
peace, friendship and prog-
ress, and be united for a bright

Revenue
employees
call off stir

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
The Odisha District Revenue
Ministerial Employees, who
were on a cease work since
August 11 over their 10-point
charter of demands, called off
their strike Tuesday, keeping
in mind the prevailing flood
situation and the upcoming
festive season.

President of the employees’
association, Tirupati Balaji
Sahu, said, “In view of the pre-
vailing flood situation in some
districts and upcoming festive
season, for the greater interest
of the people, we have decided to
call off our protest and join duty
today.” Similarly, another func-
tionary of the association said
that their meeting with Chief
Secretary Manoj Ahuja Monday
evening was ‘successful’.

“The government has giv-
en assurance to look into our
genuine demands. From the
meeting, it seems that the gov-
ernment is looking forward
to fulfilling our demands,” he
said. Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister Suresh
Pujari welcomed the employ-
ees’ decision and appealed to
them to work for more hours
to clear the pending work.

The striking employees’
association, Odisha Rajaswa
Amala Sangha (ORAS), claimed
that they were forced to take to
agitation as successive govern-
ments have ignored their genu-
ine demands.

Their demands included
publication of District Reve-
nue Ministerial Cadre Rules
to enable overdue promotions,
inclusion of all eligible district
offices and staff in the Revenue
Ministerial Service Cadre, im-
plementation of uniform pay
structure with pay upgrades
and creation of a new ASO post.

The public service delivery
system, especially the revenue
services, was severely ham-
pered across districts due to
their protest.

The revenue employees have
taken the decision to call off their
strike, a day after the Revenue
department sought an action
taken report from all district
Collectors on the unauthorised
mass leave of the employees.

future. “Let’s learn from each
other's experiences, and cre-
ate new opportunities for our
people,” the CM said, adding,
“Together, we can build a
shared future of growth and
prosperity.”

The CM asked them to con-
vey his greetings to the Sri
Lankan PM. Majhi said, “Our
past is rooted not only in his-
tory but also in mythology.
Our relationship is a true
example of friendship, neigh-
bourly goodwill and broth-
erhood, one that has stood
strong for millennia.”

Recalling maritime heritage,
the CM said that in ancient
times, Kalinga’s sailors trav-
elled to Sri Lanka carrying rice,
horses and elephants, while
pearls and silver came here
from the island. “Even today,
Odisha celebrates this history
through the Bali Yatra festival
in Cuttack. Last year, we were
very happy to have Sri Lankan
envoys join the celebrations,”
the CM added.

“Let’s hope that our cooper-
ation can grow in many areas,

especially in tourism, culture,
education, sports and industry.
Odisha has become a hub for
sports, investment and disaster
management,” he said.

State’s I&PR department
Additional Chief Secretary
Hemant Sharma said, “Odis-
ha’s current size of economy
is about USD110, and we aim
to achieve a 500 billion dol-
lar economy by 2036, when
Odisha will celebrate 100
years as a linguistic state.
Odisha has been making sig-
nificant progress on indus-
trial front.”

Highlighting that there is
a huge scope in trade and in-
dustry, he said, “We can have
a meaningful dialogue in com-
ing days for enhanced trade and
cultural relations.”

The delegation will visit
Odisha State Disaster Man-
agement Authority, Konark,
Dhauli Peace Pagoda, Kalin-
ga Stadium and Chilika Lake
during the tour.

Among others, I&PR depart-
ment Director Anuj Das Pat-
naik was also present.

BJD appoints presidents
of student, youth wings

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
The Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
appointed new presidents of
its student and youth wings
Tuesday.

Ipsita Sahu was named the
president of the Biju Chhatra
Janata Dal (BCJD), according
to an office order signed by BJD
president Naveen Patnaik.

Debesh Acharya was appoint-
ed BCJD’s senior general sec-
retary (student affairs), while
Debi Ranjan Tripathy, Subha-
sis Khuntia, and Souvic Biswal
were made the general secretar-
ies (student affairs).

Similarly, Chinmaya Sahu
was appointed the president of

Farmers reap higher profits as

Biju Yuba Janata Dal (BYJD).

While Byomakesh Ray was
named BYJD’s senior general
secretary (youth affairs), Ra-
jendra Kumar Sahoo, Amaresh
Patri, and Sanjit Mohanty were
appointed general secretaries
(youth affairs) of the party’s
youth wings.

Ipsita and Chinmaya met
the BJD supremo after the ap-
pointments were announced
and sought his blessings.

Man held for 31.27cr
loan fraud in City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
The Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of Odisha Police Tuesday
arrested a 55-year-old man here
in connection with aloan fraud
of Rs 1.27 crore, officials said.

Subrat Kumar Nayak of Lax-
misagar area in the City availed
a loan of Rs 1.03 crore from ICI-
CI Bank’s Bomikhal branch No-
vember 30, 2017, by mortgaging
three plots. “The loan, however,
was classified as non-perform-
ing asset (NPA) with a total
outstanding of Rs 1.27 crore, in-
cluding interest, as Nayak didn’t
repay it,” they added.

When the bank examined
the matter, it was found that
the lands were in the name of
Nayak’s mother, who had died
in November 2016. And that
Nayak used forged documents,
including fake signature of his
dead mother, to avail the loan,
they said. The bank lodged a
complaint with the EOW follow-
ing which the agency registered
a case and arrested the accused.

WELCOMING DEITY

An artisan gives finishing
touches to an idol of Lord
Ganesh in Puri, Tuesday, as
Odisha gears up to celebrate
Ganesh Chaturthi Wednesday

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

197 VOTERS LIVE
HERE. WE SHOULD
BE THANKFUL TO
THE EC FOR SOLVING
THE COUNTRY'S
HOUSING PROBLEM

HC issues directions for smooth conduct of festivals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cuttack, August 26: Stating
that public safety cannot be
compromised for celebration,
the Orissa High Court issued
a host of directions to ensure
smooth conduct of upcoming
festivals in Cuttack, beginning
with Ganesh Puja August 27.
Taking suo motu cogni-
sance of recurring ‘civic
failures’, a division bench of
Justice SK Sahoo and Justice
V Narasingh ordered strict
curbs on pandals blocking
roads, unregulated electron-
ic gates, and unsafe bamboo
structures, citing last year’s
gate collapse at Badambadi.
It sought affidavits from
authorities on traffic control,
noise and air pollution, fire
safety compliance, drinking
water supply, and illumination
of non-functional streetlights.
Contractors were also
warned of stern action for the

Man held with pangolin scales

BHUBANESWAR: A person was held with
1 kg of pangolin scales in Bhubaneswar,
police said Tuesday. Acting on a tip-

off, the Special Task Force (STF) of

the Crime Branch conducted a raid in
Chandrasekharpur area Monday night
and seized the pangolin scales, they said.
The scales were brought to Bhubaneswar
from Boudh district for selling, they
added. The STF handed over the pangolin
scales and the accused to the Forest
department for further action. Pangolin
scales are among widely smuggled
wildlife parts. They are believed to have
medicinal properties in some traditional
medical practices, though research

shows no reliable evidence.

TAKING SUO MOTU
COGNISANCE OF
RECURRING ‘CIVIC
FAILURES’, A DIVISION
BENCH OF JUSTICE SK
SAHOO AND JUSTICE
V NARASINGH
ORDERED STRICT
CURBS ON PANDALS
BLOCKING ROADS,
UNREGULATED
ELECTRONIC GATES,
AND UNSAFE BAMBOO
STRUCTURES,
CITING LAST YEAR'S
GATE COLLAPSE AT
BADAMBADI

IT SOUGHT AFFIDAVITS FROM AUTHORITIES ON TRAFFIC CONTROL,
NOISE AND AIR POLLUTION, FIRE SAFETY COMPLIANCE, DRINKING WATER
SUPPLY, AND ILLUMINATION OF NON-FUNCTIONAL STREETLIGHTS

Millennium City’s ‘pothole-rid-
den and dangerous roads’,
which the court said reflected
‘shoddy work and lack of ac-
countability’.

The HC directed the author-
ities to take action against
adulterated street food, en-
force waste management
through dedicated clean-up

teams, regulate timings of cul-
tural programmes, and curb
late-night noise.

The bench stressed zero tol-
erance towards forced dona-
tions, besides enhanced polic-
ing to prevent crimes during
festivities.

Puja committees were asked
to prioritise fire safety, crowd
control, and disciplined im-
mersion practices, with CCTV
surveillance and eco-friendly
norms.

The bench reiterated its ear-
lier warning against the con-
struction of pandals and bam-
boo structures on public roads
and footpaths, which obstruct
traffic and endanger safety.

Recalling last year’s collapse of
an electronic welcome gate near
Badambadi, the court direct-
ed puja committees to strictly
adhere to safety norms, ensure
structural stability, and obtain
prior permissions before install-
ing gates or decorative arches.
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Angul exports lemons to US

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Angul/Bhubaneswar, August
26: It may sound surprising, but
lemons from Odisha’s Angul dis-
trict have made their way to the
United States. Nearly one lakh
lemons have been exported to the
US in three phases this month.
What once sold for just 20 to 30
paisa a piece in the local market
is now fetching farmers Rs 1 per
piece, thanks to the support of the
Odisha Rural Development and
Marketing Society (ORMAS).
The demand for Angul lemons
is rising in international markets,
particularly in the US and the UK.
This month alone, three consign-
ments carrying around one lakh

4 We are exporting
lemons and farmers
£ are getting a lot of
» benefits, as they
ag are receiving higher
. prices. Around
30,000-40,000 lemon

have been exported
recently. We are also
preparing lemon
juice and many more
products

BIMAN MAL |
ORMAS DEPUTY CEO

lemons were dispatched to the US
from Ogi village under Chhendip-
ada block. The export was facilitat-
ed by the ORMAS in collaboration
with the farmer-producer company
‘Cropify’, based in Jarapada.

According to ORMAS officials,
the first shipment of 26,000 lemons
was sent August 7. Earlier, farm-
ers struggled to get fair prices, of-
ten selling 100 lemons to traders
for just Rs 20-30. Now, the farm-
er-producer company is procuring
lemons at Rs 100 per hundred, en-
suring farmers earn three to four
times more than before.

Apart from whole lemons, val-
ue-added products such as juices,
pickles, and squashes are also be-
ing prepared for wider markets.

Farmers say the initiative has
brought them much-needed relief
and motivation to continue lemon
cultivation on a larger scale.
Bipin Sahu, a lemon farmer,
told IANS, “Earlier, I could hard-
ly earn Rs 20,000-30,000 a year
from selling lemons. This year,
I was even planning to cut down
my lemon trees and shift to other
crops. But after selling lemons
with ORMAS’ support, I am hope-
ful of making good profits.”
“Earlier, due to poor prices in
the market, we often left lemons
unharvested. Now, that will no
longer happen,” added Sahu.
Another farmer, Tunia Sahu,
said, “Previously, traders paid
us only 20 paisa per lemon. Since
the harvesting cost was higher—
around Rs 6 per sack—we had
stopped plucking lemons. But
now, with the government ensur-
ing Rs 1 per lemon, we are very
happy. We have also demanded
that in the future, lemons should
be procured at Rs 1.50 each.”
ORMAS Deputy CEO Biman Mal
said, “We are exporting lemons
and farmers are getting a lot of ben-
efits, as they are receiving higher
prices. Around 30,000-40,000 lem-
ons have been exported recently.
We are also preparing lemon juice
and many more products.”
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Bhubaneswar, August 26:
The Capital is abuzz with fes-
tive spirit as Ganesh Puja 2025
begins Wednesday, marked
by grandeur, creativity, and a
rising focus on sustainability.
Over 340 pandals have illumi-
nated the City—some soaring
over 60 feet—promising to draw
lakhs of devotees and visitors
in the coming days.

This year’s highlight is the fo-
cus on eco-friendly themes, sup-
ported by meticulous preparations
from the Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) and Commis-
sionerate Police to ensure a safe
and vibrant celebration.

At the heart of the specta-
cle is the 61-ft Ganesh idol at
Badagada, among the tallest in
the state this year. Built with
eco-friendly materials, it fea-
tures silver feet and a silver
Mooshika (mouse), blending
tradition with modern crafts-
manship. The colossal idol has
already drawn large crowds
ahead of the puja. “Our artisans
worked day and night for over a
month to complete it,” said San-
jay Sahu, chief coordinator of
the Badagada Puja Committee.

Not far behind is Saheed
Nagar, where two major pan-
dals are drawing thousands
of visitors. The Winner As-
sociation has crafted a 46-ft
Ganesh idol seated on a grand
elephant-drawn chariot, built
entirely with non-toxic mate-
rials. The venue will also host
cultural programmes, prasad
distribution, and devotional
performances every evening.

Also in Saheed Nagar, the

Odisha gets Z240cr for
‘Rural Local Governance

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sahid Club is winning praise
with its tribal-themed pandal,
crafted from bamboo, palm
leaves, and traditional tribal
artistry. The design not only
showcases Odisha’s indigenous
heritage but also underscores
the message of environmental
consciousness.

Other standout installations
include the Tarang Club in Old
Town, which has set up a 50-ft
idol along with cultural eve-
nings, and the Akhandalamani
Seva Sansad in Nuasahi, which
has created the tallest idol
in their locality with themes
highlighting women’s safety
and road safety awareness

“With every major neigh-
bourhood contributing its
own artistic vision and social
message, Ganesh Puja in Bhu-
baneswar this year is more than
areligious celebration — it has
become a community-wide cul-
tural movement,” said Anjali
Mishra, a City resident.

downtown

Capital gears up for green Ganesh Puja

The BMC has issued strict
guidelines for all puja com-
mittees, including a ban on
single-use plastics, mandato-
ry use of LED and safe light-
ing systems, construction of
eco-friendly idols, and immer-
sion only at designated artifi-
cial ponds at Kuakhai Bridge,
Tankapani Road, Lingipur
(Daya River), and other notified
zones to curb water pollution.

Sanitation drives, emergen-
cy medical services, and mo-
bile control rooms have been
deployed across the City to
manage the massive footfall
expected in the coming days.
The BMC has also launched an
initiative to collect floral waste
from pandals for recycling into
incense sticks.

The Commissionerate Police
has put in place robust securi-
ty and crowd-control measures,
including a ban on high-decibel
DJ sets and unauthorised light-
ing, along with extra personnel

Miniature artist crafts tiny
Ganesh idol on pencil tip

Bhubaneswar: In a unique display
of devotion, miniature artist L
Ishwar Rao from Gopinathpur in
Jatni has crafted what he claims

is the smallest Ganesh idol this
festive season. The sculpture,
carved on a pencil tip, stands just
0.5 cm tall and took
him nearly eight
hours to complete.
Sharing his thoughts,
Rao said his aim is
not only to showcase
his skill but also

to spread Lord 8
Ganesha’s spiritual h.‘ =
message. “Every

year, | dedicate my craft to Lord
Ganesha. This time, | challenged
myself to create the smallest idol
possible. Through it, I convey my
wishes of peace, prosperity, and
happiness to all on the occasion
of Ganesh Puja,” he said. Rao,
known locally for his exceptional
miniature art, has been presenting
innovative creations every year

on special occasions. Though he
has sculpted idols on pencil tips
before, this year’s work stands
out as the tiniest he has ever
produced. His latest creation has
drawn admiration from locals, art
lovers, and devotees alike.

at key junctions, immersion
sites, and popular pandals. Re-
al-time CCTV surveillance and
quick-response teams have also
been deployed. “We’ve banned
high-decibel DJs and unsafe
lighting setups. CCTV surveil-
lance and quick-response teams
are in place to ensure a peaceful
and joyful celebration for all,”
police officials said.

14th ‘Aahar Kendra’ opens in City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
The Union government has re-
leased the first installment of
the Fifteenth Finance Commis-
sion (XV FC) Untied Grants to
Rural Local Bodies (RLBs) for
2025-26, with Odisha receiving
3240.81 crore. The funds will ben-
efit 6,085 Gram Panchayats and
63 Block Panchayats, enabling
them to take up development

_projects based on local needs
and priorities.

The XV FC grants, released by
the Ministry of Panchayati Raj
and the Ministry of Jal Shakti
in two installments annually,
are meant for location-specific
needs under the 29 subjects in
the Eleventh Schedule of the
Constitution. They cannot be
used for salaries or administra-
tive expenses. The grants focus
on basic services such as sani-
tation, ODF (Open Defecation
Free) maintenance, waste and fe-
cal sludge management, drinking
water supply, rainwater harvest-
ing, and water recycling. Tripura
has received %29.75 crore under
the same scheme, while Mizoram
has been allocated %14.27 crore.
The initiative underscores the
Centre’s commitment to strength-
ening grassroots democracy and
public service delivery.

Dr. Namita Karna
has done her
Ph.D. in Polumer
|Engineering
and technology
from the
country's leading
educational
institution and deemed university,
Institute of Chemical Technology,
Mumbai. She was doing her
research under the supervision of
Professor Dr. Shashank, T. Masket
of this university. Her research topic
“Development and Modification
of Polymeric resin by Silane”
has been highly appreciated by
all. Dr. Namita is the daughter of
founder Chairman of Maheshwari
Group of Institutions, a leading
educational institution in Western
Odisha Shri Fakir Karna and
Secretary Santoshini Karma and
a native of Bargarh Dist. Atabira
Block Bugbuga, Bhutatikra Village.
Dr. Namita Karna is currently
working as an Asst. Professor. She
has thanked his parents, all the
teachers and staff of the Institute of
Chemical Technology, Mumbai and
her friends for this success.

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
A new Aahar Kendra (Centre)
was inaugurated Tuesday on
the premises of Dr Harekrush-
na Mahtab State Library under
the Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC). With this,
the total number of such cen-
tres in the City has risen to 14.

The Aahar Centre was for-
mally inaugurated by Housing
& Urban Development Minis-
ter Krushna Chandra Moha-
patra and Higher Education
Minister Suryabanshi Suraj.
Bhubaneswar (Central) MLA
Ananta Narayan Jena, BMC
Mayor Sulochana Das, and oth-
er dignitaries were also present
on the occasion.

ST -

After the inauguration, the
ministers, MLAs, Mayor, Dep-
uty Mayor, corporators, and
other attendees had lunch at
the Aahar Centre, each paying
%5 for a meal.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mohapatra said, “The new Aa-
har Centre will be a great relief
for students and visitors.”

Students present at the event
also welcomed the move, noting
that the facility would provide

affordable meals without dis-
rupting their study schedules.

The library premises attract
hundreds of students, research-
ers, historians, and intellectu-
als daily, but the lack of afford-
able food nearby had long posed
difficulties. The new Aahar
Centre is expected to benefit
visitors, especially poor stu-
dents who often skipped meals
as they could neither afford
restaurants nor spare time
to travel for food. Now, they
can access a nutritious meal
for just 35.

According to reports, the Aa-
har Centre is supported by the
state government and managed
by the BMC. Together, these
centres serve meals to nearly
14,000 people every day.

AIDSO protests over student poll dates

Protesters say suspension
of student polls undermines
democratic rights and
silences campus voice

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 26: The
All India Democratic Students’
Organisation (AIDSO) staged a
protest at Master Canteen Square
Tuesday, demanding the imme-
diate announcement of dates for
students’ union elections in col-
leges and universities.

The protest saw the partici-
pation of AIDSO state president
Somnath Behera, state secre-
tary Sidharth Rath, vice-pres-
ident Bhagyaravi Das, Nirupa-
ma Behera, and other leaders.

The protesters highlighted
that student elections in many
institutions across the state have
remained suspended for years

Tuesday

under various pretexts. They
said despite repeated assuranc-
es, the government has yet to
issue an official notification.

They stressed that forming an
elected Students’ Union is a dem-
ocratic right rooted in India’s
freedom struggle. Citing Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose’s October
31, 1938 call for elected unions,
the protesters alleged that by
suppressing this right today, the
government is denying students
their democratic voice.

UP FOR SALE: A roadside vendor puts up handmade toys on display near Exhibition Ground in Bhubaneswar,

The protesters further al-
leged that the suspension of
student elections is being used
to silence student voices at a
time when the education sec-
tor faces mounting problems.
They urged the government to
uphold democratic rights and
announce the election dates
without delay.

Later, a delegation led by Be-
hera submitted a memorandum
to the Higher Education Minis-
ter, urging immediate action.

PIC= BIKASH NAYAK

BJD slams ‘Ama Shasana’ as copy of 5T-Mo Sarkar

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
The Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
Tuesday slammed the state
government, alleging that the
newly launched ‘Ama Shasana’
initiative is nothing but a co-
py-paste version of the 5T-Mo
Sarkar governance model intro-
duced by the Naveen Patnaik
government in 2019.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Shankha Bhawan
here, former minister and
BJD vice-president Atanu Sab-
yasachi Nayak said, “The BJP
government, after 14 months
in power, has only rebrand-
ed schemes once initiated
by the BJD.

“The same schemes that the
BJP criticised in opposition are

Seagrass revival in Odisha’s Haripur creek

Seagrass meadows return, offering fresh hope for coastal resilience and marine biodiversity

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
After nearly a decade, sea-
grass meadows—crucial for
marine ecosystems—have
naturally reappeared in Har-
ipur Creek near Gopalpur,
Odisha. Scientists attribute
this rare ecological revival
to reduced human activity
during the Covid-19 lock-
downs between 2019 and 2021.

Seagrasses, often called
“ecosystem engineers,” play a
key role in stabilising coasts,
trapping carbon, and shel-
tering marine life. Once lost
from Haripur Creek due to
cyclones, pollution, and over-
fishing, their natural return
is now being hailed as a “ma-
jor ecological breakthrough.”

The findings, published
in the prestigious National
Academy Science Letters,
were authored by marine sci-
entists Debasish Mahapatro
and Sangita Mishra. Their
three-year field study (2019-
2021) showed that the pause in
tourism, fishing, and boating
during the lockdown enabled
seagrasses to naturally recol-
onise the creek.

“This is a globally rare phe-
nomenon. The pandemic unin-

N e

tentionally gave nature a chance
to heal,” said Mahapatro, who
had first documented seagrass
in Haripur Creek in 2010.

Once confined to Chilika
Lake, seagrasses were first
reported in Haripur Creek
between 2010 and 2012, domi-
nated by the species Halophi-
la ovalis. However, the mead-
ows were wiped out between
2012 and 2019 by successive
cyclones—Phailin (2013),
Hudhud (2014), and Fani
(2019)—as well as pollution
from shrimp farms, plastics,
and boating.

During the lockdown, sta-
ble salinity, active tidal flows,

and the absence of extreme
weather events created fa-
vourable conditions for re-
growth. New species such as
Halodule uninervis and Hal-
odule pinnifolia were also re-
corded, signalling improved
biodiversity.

Biomass studies also con-
firmed the recovery. While
Phase-I (2010-2012) recorded
23.1 g/100 cm?, Phase-II (2019—
2021) showed 25.3 g/100 cm?2.
Researchers attributed the
increase to the coexistence
of multiple species, unlike
the earlier period dominated
by a single species.

Among the most striking

outcomes of the seagrass re-
vival was the first live sight-
ing of the golden mantis
shrimp (Lysiosquilla tredec-
imdentata) in Haripur Creek,
a clear indicator of improving
ecosystem health.

However, researchers cau-
tion that the fragile ecosys-
tem remains under threat.
“Plastic waste, ghost nets,
and unregulated coastal de-
velopment continue to en-
danger the seagrass meadows.
We must act swiftly to protect
what has been restored,”
warned Mahapatro.

The revival of seagrass in
Haripur Creek is seen not just
as a local triumph but as a
global example of how easing
human pressure can help ma-
rine ecosystems recover nat-
urally. Scientists are urging
authorities and stakeholders
to adopt long-term conserva-
tion measures to safeguard
this vital underwater habitat.

As climate change and bio-
diversity loss dominate glob-
al debates, this ecological
success from a small creek
in southern Odisha offers
a powerful message: some-
times, letting nature be can
achieve far more than human
intervention.

now being relaunched under
new names. Ama Shasana is the
25th such renamed scheme,”
Nayak alleged.

He pointed out that the 5T-
Mo Sarkar model, unveiled by
former chief minister Naveen
Patnaik on Gandhi Jayanti
2019, had drawn praise from
national bodies including NITI
Aayog, the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, and even then Union Min-
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ister Jitendra Singh. While
the BJP had politicised and
opposed the model, they are
now forced to accept its rele-
vance and effectiveness Nayak
said accusing the government
of focusing on repainting proj-
ects completed during the BJD
regime instead of delivering
real governance.

Nayak further said, “Law
and order has collapsed with
rape incidents occurring one
after another, but the people
remain deprived of benefits
due to hollow, ineffective gov-
ernance,” he said.

The BJD leader dismissed
the BJP’s move as old schemes
in new wrappers and accused
the government of resorting to
copy-paste politics with no sub-
stantive administrative effort.
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o ky with
235 t\il(y svglellso(?fergirn
88y o thundershower
4.2mm
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FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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FLOOD FURY: Heavy rains caused the Biri river to overflow, submerging a bridge near Digapur and disrupting

communication with the Kundura block headquarters in Koraput district Tuesday

Snakebite kills
2 minor siblings

Lahunipada: A six-year-old boy and
his eight-year-old sister died after
they were bitten by a venomous snake
at Jhirpani village under Tamda
panchayat in Sundargarh district. The
deceased were identified as Emeralon
Ekka and his sister Ablin, children of
Isaac Ekka of the village. According to
reports, the siblings asleep with their
parents after dinner when a snake bit
both of them around 11pm Monday.
The family rushed them to the govern-
ment hospital in Rourkela. However,
doctors declared them dead around
3am. On being informed, Chandiposh
police reached the hospital, seized the
bodies, and sent them for postmortem.
Later, the bodies were handed over to
the family. Police have registered an
unnatural death case and are investi-
gating the incident.

MAN GETS 7-YRRI
FOR RAPING MINOR

Bhubaneswar: A man in Bargarh
district was sentenced to seven years
of rigorous imprisonment (RI) by a
designated POCSO court Tuesday for
raping a minor girl two years ago. The
accused, Balaram Sa, had raped the
minor of his neighbourhood August 8,
2023. Sa gave her a 50-rupee note and
sent her to purchase a packet of bis-
cuits. Accordingly, the victim returned
- with a biscuit packet and handed over
the packet and the rest 740 to him.
Later, the accused dragged her inside
to his house and raped her. Twenty-
four witnesses were examined during
the investigation and a chargesheet
was submitted against the accused.

OP PHOTO

O fishermen held

from

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 26:
Forest officials Tuesday arrest-
ed nine marine fishermen and
seized their seaworthy fishing
trawl from the seawaters of
the Gahirmatha marine sanc-
tuary of Kendrapara district on
the charges of illegally fishing
within the turtle congregation
zone, an official said.

The fishing trawler, used by
the intruders for fishing along
the prohibited sanctuary area,
was seized by the Forest pa-
trolling teams.

The intruders who were
arrested are the marine fish-
ermen of Bhadrak and Balas-
ore districts. They were later
remanded to judicial custody,
said Assistant Conservator of
Forest (ACF) Manas Das.

Collector chairs key meet

= 1.§-

NARENDRA RAUT, OP

Koraput, August 26: A special
review meeting on the proposed
Koraput Bypass construction
was held at Koraput District
Collector’s office Monday eve-
ning. The meeting chaired by
Koraput Collector Manoj Sa-
tyawan Mahajan, and attended
by several key public represen-
tatives and officials deliberated
upon the long-pending issues
related to the project.

The meeting primarily fo-
cused on reviewing the sta-
tus of the bypass project, its
essentiality for easing traffic
congestion in Koraput town,
and the challenges the pro-
posed project is facing.

Public representatives ex-
pressed concern over the in-
creasing vehicular load on the
town’s main roads, particularly
heavy transport vehicles pass-
ing through the narrow stretch-
es, which often cause traffic
snarls and pose safety risks.
The bypass, they noted, would

Hyena dies in blast

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sonepur, August 26: A hyena
died after an explosive device,
set as a trap for hunting wild
animals, detonated in a forest
near Kalapathar under Ulun-
da forest range in this district.
Locals entering the forest
spotted a hyena writhing in
pain Tuesday morning, and
immediately informed Forest
officials.

Range officer Debaraj Chha-
tria rushed to the spot with his
team and rescued the critically
injured hyena, which was tak-
en to a veterinary hospital for
treatment.

However, the animal died
while under care. It is unclear
who planted the explosive de-
vice. A probe is on.

on Koraput Bypass project

serve as a lifeline by diverting
highway-bound vehicles and re-
ducing pollution and accidents
within the town area.

The Collector assured all
stakeholders that the admin-
istration is committed to re-
solving technical and land ac-
quisition related hurdles that
have delayed the grounding
of the project. He emphasised
the importance of cooperation
between government depart-
ments, elected representatives,
and locals to ensure the bypass
is completed at the earliest.

The meeting concluded with
a unanimous resolution to ex-
pedite follow-up measures and
prepare a detailed progress re-
port to be submitted to higher
authorities for immediate con-
sideration.

Those present included Kora-
put MLA Raghuram Machha,
Koraput Municipality Chair-
man Lalat Ranjan Sethi, Block
Chairperson Namita Majhi, and
Deputy Collector Premlal Hial,
among others.

Minor gangrape:

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, August 26: Four
persons, including three mi-
nors, were arrested Tuesday
for allegedly gangraping a mi-
nor girl and circulating a video
of the assault online, police said.

Though the incident occurred
seven months ago, police regis-
tered a case (305/25) and began
an investigation Monday, after
the survivor revealed it before
her family members. Police
arrested one adult suspect
and detained three minors for

Gahirmatha

The fishing vessel had tres-
passed into prohibited sanc-
tuary corridors near Barunei
coast contravening the provi-
sions of Wildlife Protection Act,
Orissa Marine Fishing Regula-
tion Act and mandatory rules
of marine sanctuary, added the
forest officer. It should be noted
here that the state government
has clamped a seven-month log
fishing ban along the 20-km
stretch Dhamara-Devi river
mouth from November 1 till
May 31 in view of the ensuing
mass nesting of endangered Ol-
ive Ridley marine turtles.

However, the fishing prohi-
bition remains enforced round
the year in Gahirmatha as it is
accorded the status of marine
sanctuary. The mute species,
accorded as Schedule-1 animal
under Wildlife Protection Act
for its highly threatened status,
get entangled in the nets for
prolonged periods and die of
asphyxiation. The turtles also
perish in large numbers after
getting hit by the fast moving
propeller of the fishing trawl-
ers, forest personnel said.

Lightning claims
3 lives in Ganjam

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur, August 26:
Three women were Kkilled by
lightning strikes Tuesday in
Chhatrapur and Ganjam blocks
of Ganjam district while work-
ing in paddy fields, police said.

The incident in Chhatrapur
block occurred near Sarabhima-
pur village under Potlamapur
panchayat when sudden rain
and lightning struck as farm
workers were transplanting
paddy saplings. Victims were
identified as Puni Gouda, 51,
wife of Mardaraj Gouda, and
his sister Nirupama Gouda, 46.
Both collapsed in the fields and
were rushed to the Bipulingi
health center, where doctors
pronounced them dead. Ch-
hatrapur police and the local
revenue inspector visited the
hospital and launched an in-
vestigation.

In a separate incident,
47-year-old Mini Gouda of
Raulibandh village in Gan-
jam block also died after being
struck by lightning while work-
ing on her farmland. Ganjam
police and the Malad revenue
inspector conducted an inqui-
ry at the spot. All three bodies
were sent for postmortem to
the Chhatrapur sub-divisional
hospital.

On being informed, Chha-
trapur MLA Krushnachandra
Nayak visited the hospital and
met the families of the victims
to offer condolences.

4 held in Balasore

questioning. The victim, the de-
tained minors, and the arrested
suspect underwent medical ex-
aminations Tuesday.

The incident occurred when
the 15-year-old girl from a vil-
lage under Darada panchayat
was lured by a male friend to
a secluded location. There, the
friend, along with three other
minors, allegedly gangraped
her. The perpetrators record-
ed the assault on their mobile
phones and threatened to make
the video and photos public
if she reported the incident.
Frightened and ashamed, the
girl remained silent. The vic-
tim’s statement was recorded
in court Tuesday. The adult
accused was produced in court
while the minors were sent to
Juvenile Justice Board.

State

Missing kid rescued
from Joda forests

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar/Joda, August 26: A
three-year-old boy, who had gone
missing from Dalko Sahi, Nuaga-
on village under Rugudi police
limits in Keonjhar district, was
rescued in a critical and uncon-
scious condition from a nearby
forest, police said Tuesday. The
child, Bikash Munda, son of
Subhas Munda, was admitted to
Tata Hospital in Joda with multi-
ple injuries on his body. Doctors
said the wounds appeared to
have been caused by the claws
of a wild animal. According to
reports, Bikash went missing
August 21 while playing near
his house.

Subhas later lodged a com-
plaint with Rugudi police who
registered a case and began an
investigation. Villagers spotted
the boy lying unconscious in
Rengalbeda forest Tuesday.

Truck swept away;
driver missing

Bargaon: A coal-laden truck was swept
away in Safei river near Jhantelbuda
under Bargaon police station in Sunda-
rgarh district Tuesday, leaving the
driver missing. Police and Fire Services
personnel began a search operation
but failed to trace the driver, Sujit Aind,
aresident of Jhantelbuda. Police said
Aind had visited his home while on the
way to Kalunga in Sundargarh district
to deliver coal at a factory. He called

a local Abinash Barla to assist him in
unloading of coals. While crossing a
low-lying bridge over the Safei River,
the truck was swept away by strong
currents. Locals managed to rescue
Barla, but Aind remained untraced.

Plea in HC over DMF
tender irregularities

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar/Hatadihi, August
26: A petition has been filed in
the Orissa High Court alleging
irregularities in the request for
proposal (RFP) tender process
for the selection of a project
management unit (PMU) un-
der Keonjhar District Mineral
Foundation (DMF) and in the
approval and disbursal of sal-
aries with goods and services
tax (GST) support for PMU em-
ployees.

Petitioner’s counsel Prashant
Kumar Satapathy said the DMF
published an RFP May 29, 2025,
for selecting an agency as PMU.
The decision followed an exec-
utive committee meeting held

March 29, 2025. The RFP set
a turnover value of %50 crore.
However, under ODMF Rules
2015, Rule 6(2), the executive
committee has no authority to
issue such an RFP. Its admin-
istrative approval powers are
limited to %10 crore.
Satapathy alleged that the
committee also extended the
PMU’s agreement beyond its
tenure. Despite approving large
sums from DMF funds for sala-
ries, employees were reportedly
paid much less, and copies of
invoices were not available in
DMF records. Additionally, 18
per cent GST was sanctioned
over and above the salary com-
ponent, but instead of being
deposited, the GST grant was

4 highwaymen held for robbing trader

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chikiti, August 26: Police
have arrested four anti-socials
for assaulting a gutkha trad-
er and robbing him of more
than 4 lakh near Balarampur
Square under Nuapada outpost
in Ganjam district July 22.
The accused were identified
as Deepak Gouda, 30, of Jagan-

nathpur, Jitendra Pradhan of
Kumarada, Nrusingha Prasad
Panda of Nuapada under Nu-
agaon police limits; and Kalia
Das, 30, of Langaldei under
Digapahandi police limits. A
bike, three cellphones and %1
lakh were seized from them.
Police said Jitendra, also
known as Jitu, has nine crim-
inal cases, while each of the

others has at least one.

The case was registered af-
ter the victim, a gutkha trad-
er from Dhabalpur, lodged
a complaint. Police said the
gang stopped his pickup van,
assaulted him, and fled with
the cash. A special team was
formed to track the accused,
leading to the arrests across
states.

HIGHLIGHTS

he DMF, Keonjhar published

a request for proposal (RFP)
May 29, 2025, for selecting an
agency as PMU

he RFP set a turnover value
of %50 crore

nder ODMF Rules 2015,

Rule 6(2), the executive
committee has no authority
to issue such an RFP. Its
administrative approval powers
are limited to 10 crore

allegedly misappropriated.

Complaints were also filed
June 1, 2025, with the Chief
Minister, Chief Secretary, and
the departments of Planning
and Convergence, Finance,
Steel and Mines, General Ad-
ministration, and Public Griev-
ances.

The petition further noted
that while the RFPs issued in
both 2022 and 2025 were iden-
tical, the 2022 RFP was neither
approved by the Trust Board
nor included in the budget. As
per Rule 4(4) of the ODMF, the
trust board is required to meet
at least twice a year. However,
no such meeting has been held
since December 2022, the peti-
tion claimed.

EAST COAST RAILWAY

‘E’PROCUREMENT SYSTEMS

Tender Notice No. SDMM/KUR/EP/
2025-26/E-procurement Tender
Notice/08, Dt : 22.08.2025
The following tenders have been

uploaded on website www.ireps.gov.in
TR TENDER NO. 81256096,
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF
MATERIALS : SUPPLY OF LONG|"
BLOCK FOR ENGINE MODEL,
QUANTITY: 5SET.
Tender Closing Date & Time : At 1500
hrs. of 22.09.2025.

Sr. Divisional Materials Manager /
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The heart’s words fall back un-
heard from Wisdom’s throne.

SRI AUROBINDO

Hope in UK

the libel claim of actor Noel Clarke accused of inappropriate sex-

E ngland had its #MeToo moment when a court recently dismissed

ual behaviour against his junior colleagues and actors and held
him guilty of the charges levelled against him. The case did not simply
concern one offender as the powerful entertainment industry was put
on the dock for its complicity of silence while the victims had moved
from pillar to post till leading British daily “The Guardian” took up
the matter. The verdict is also a triumph of investigative journalism
in the UK, which sends a message of hope across the globe at a time
when a large section of the media in different countries is kowtowing

before the powers that be.

In fact, the judgement of Mrs Justice Steyn is about power and
complicity as well as the failure to protect vulnerable people. In her
verdict, she agreed with the justification of the campaign run by the
daily to champion the cause of hapless victims. The reporters did a
commendable job of piecing together the accounts of several victims
taking utmost care to base their stories on authentic documents. The
judge ruled that there were “strong grounds to believe that (Clarke)

is a serial abuser of women.”

oower Post
FOCUS  GAZA |

ISRAEL’S SELF-HARM

Eran Yashiv &

taly’s current govern-
ment is among the most
Israel-friendly in the
country’s history, which
is why Italian Defense Minis-
ter Guido Crosetto’s recent re-
marks about the ongoing war
in Gaza should set off alarm
bells among Israelis, particu-
larly within the government.
In an interview with La
Stampa, Crosetto delivered
a blunt message to Israel’s
leaders. “Fighting terror-
ists is no longer an excuse,”
he said, adding that “We
need decisions that will
force [Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Binyamin Netanyahu]
to stop.” Such measures, he
added, should not be directed
against Israel itself, but in-
stead serve as a “way to save
its people from a government
that has lost its reason and
its humanity.”

AL

The war in Gaza has taken a devastating toll
not only on Palestinians but also on Israel’s

way that the Israeli economy is
not badly wounded, for many
years, by Netanyahu'’s policies.

US President Donald
Trump’s administration, re-
luctant to bankroll foreign
wars, has its own reasons to
reconsider its support of Is-
rael’s Gaza strategy. Leading
Israeli economists who have
consulted for Netanyahu and
his government for decades
have concluded that Israel
cannot finance the conquest
of Gaza City and the indefi-
nite “hosting” of more than
two million people. As with
the aftermath of the 1982 war
between Israel and Lebanon,
further aggravation of the
already terrible situation in
Gaza would probably end up
costing the US billions of dol-
lars, on top of the more than
$20 billion already spent on
military aid to Israel since

The court heard testimony from 26 witnesses before concluding that Daniel Tsiddon Crosetto is right. The war in H October 7, 2023.
Clarke had engaged in harassment, bullying and abuse of power over Gaza has taken a devastating eco_nomy’ de!nocra?y’ and gIObaI Standmg' The path forward is well
many years. To be fair, the judge accepted some of his evidence but WHAT  toll not only on Palestinians Without an immediate change of course, articulated in the econo-
found him to be peither credible nor reliable. The journgli§ts, on the BEGAN AS AN but also on Israel’s economy, Netanyahu’s agenda could make Israel an mists’ letter. F_ir.st, Israe}
other hand, meticulously collected facts, spoke to the victims, drew democracy, and global stand- . . . must restore sufficient provi-
them out of their shells and gave Clarke reasonable opportunity to EXISTENTIAL ing. Without an immediate international pa"ah for decades to come sion of food and medical aid
respond as well as fairly presenting his denials. Full credit goes to the ISRAELI change of course, Netanyahu’s to keep Gazans alive, mea-
women who spoke up, broke their silence and enabled the media to agenda could make Israel an sured by its efficiency and
expose the wrongdoing that is almost endemic in the entertainment RESPONSE international pariah for de- A recent UN experts’ report  economists — among them 11  not merely by the volume of
industry across the globe. TO HAMAS cades to come. found that famine now affects = Nobel laureates - wroteinare- food entering Gaza (only to

This is borne out by the fact that Clarke was not just another actor True, the current round of  at least a half-million people  cent open letter to Netanyahu, be kept out of people’s reach).
and he was being honoured by the British film academy, BAFTA for ATROCITY HAS violence started with the ma-  in northern Gaza, including  Israelisonthe brink of inflict-  Second, Israel must renounce
his “outstanding British contribution to cinema” even as serious al- DEGENERATED licious attack by Hamas ter-  Gaza City. The Israeli gov- inglasting self-harm. any plans to herd Gazans in-
legations began to circulate. The deeper indictment is therefore of an rorists on Israeli civilians in ~ ernment’s proposal in July to Western leaders should tocamps. Third, Israel must
industry that turned a blind eye to the rampant phenomenon known INTO MASS October 2023. True, this attack  create a “humanitarian city” not treat Israel’s policies in = recommit publicly to basic
as “casting couch” which is a euphemism for sexually exploiting wom- DESTRUCTION included murder, sexual as- that would force hundreds Gaza as “business asusual.” human rights as per interna-

en aspiring for stardom. Clarke was rewarded and celebrated while
women, who spoke out, risked their careers. The structures of power
that enabled him — and the colleagues who were too ready to pretend
as if nothing had happened - are the same factors that help abusers

thrive in society with impunity.

Clarke prospered in this cultural climate. It is this culture that need-

ed #MeToo before the voices of the women being persecuted silently
~with the help of a cynical and colluding industry could be heard. When
politicians and business tycoons get involved in this web of murky,
sexual racket, as is being revealed in the US and elsewhere, the hapless

victims become doomed.

On the other hand, unfortunately, the list of young British girls
raped by mostly Pakistani grooming gangs in the UK is yet to get
due attention either by the media or by the justice system. After the
damning report by Baroness Louise Casey criticising decades of insti-
tutional failure to protect children from so-called “grooming gangs,”
the Labour Party headed by Prime Minister Kier Starmer has agreed
for a probe into the matter. The Casey report points to grave failure
by successive governments to protect children from organised sexual
abuse for decades. But the fact that now the UK government has agreed
for an independent investigation, whether it be because of the sheer
scale of the scandal or because it gained international attention due

_to Elon Musk constantly drawing attention to the subject on X and
criticising the Starmer administration over its failure to act, a probe
is underway and hopefully will bring justice to the victims and their
families. An unbiased probe may also deter such crimes in future as
the system sheds its race, power and gender based bias.

WISDOM CORNER

“ When you are joyous, look deep into your heart and you
shall find it is only that which has given you sorrow that is
giving you joy. When you are sorrowful look again in your
heart, and you shall see that in truth you are weeping for

that which has been your delight.

KAHLIL GIBRAN

‘ ‘ Usually, people have a tendency to be caught in the worries
concerning the future or in the regret concerning the past.
There is some kind of energy that is pushing them to run,
and they are not able to establish themselves in the present

moment.

THICH NHAT HANH

‘ ‘ If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen

N JesT [THIS

saults, and kidnappings, with
almost 1,200 civilians killed.
And true, as of now, almost
two years after the attack, 50
(mostly) Israelis remain miss-
ing, either as hostages held by
Hamas or dead.

Yet what began as an ex-
istential Israeli response
to that Hamas atrocity has
degenerated into mass de-
struction. The United Na-
tions World Food Program
has warned that one-third
of Gazans have gone days
without food. Although the
international outcry at the
lack of available food did lead
to an increase in supply, this
has been of little benefit, ow-
ing to a distribution method
encouraged by the Israeli
government, executed by a
private company, and forced
upon the obedient, though re-
luctant, army to supervise.

of thousands of Gazans into
confinement, and the August
decision to conquer Gaza City,
including more forcible trans-
fers, indicate that the situation
will only get worse.

Netanyahu’s government
persists on its ruinous
course because his own po-
litical survival depends on
it. Weakened by corruption
trials, Netanyahu’s means of
clinging to power is through
endless war. This desire
is giving the most extreme
members of his coalition the
whip hand, with some openly
advocating the mass transfer
of the Palestinians from Gaza
and the West Bank. For them,
famine and displacement are
not unintended consequences
but goals.

This ongoing Israeli re-
sponse is more than a moral ca-
lamity. As 24 leading academic

To continue backing Net-
anyahu’s government is to
enable a rogue regime, one
more akin to Vladimir Pu-
tin’s Russia than to a West-
ern democracy. Europe, fac-
ing immense domestic pres-
sure to act to save the people
of Gaza, will not stand idle.
Targeted sanctions on Israel
are becoming ever more like-
ly. These would undermine
Israel’s trade with the Euro-
pean Union, its largest trad-
ing partner, and jeopardize
much research funding that
supports Israel’s booming
tech sector.

Credit downgrades are un-
derway, borrowing costs are
rising, and skilled Israelis are
emigrating in significant num-
bers. While the United States
may, for its own strategic rea-
sons, choose to bear part of
these costs, it is hard to see any

tional law, even in periods of
armed conflict. And finally,
Israel must seek a genuine
ceasefire that brings home
the hostages and ends the
fighting. Western govern-
ments should use diplomacy,
economic measures, and pol-
itics to press for these steps.

Israel today stands at a
crossroads. It can choose Ne-
tanyahu’s path of extremism,
which will inevitably lead to
more war-crimes charges, in-
ternational isolation, and na-
tional decline. Or it can heed
the warnings of allies and
their best minds and reclaim
its democratic future.

Eran Yashiv is Professor
of Economics at Tel Aviv
University. Daniel Tsiddon
is Professor Emeritus of
Economics at Tel Aviv
University. ©proiect sYNDICATE

Looking for a treadmill that’s not too ‘used’

new treadmill. When I say
“new,” I don’t mean “brand
new.” I mean “new to me.” I
am looking for a treadmill that
someone within 100 kilometers
of my city is advertising as
“almost new,” “like new” or
“heavily used, but only to dry
clothes.”
I would not buy the tread-
mill sight-unseen of course.
People in some cultures get

I’m in the market for a

vibrating too much or making
too much noise. Like a spouse
who talks incessantly, a noisy
treadmill can make it hard to
watch TV while you're on it.
But at least “shut up” works
for one of them. (The one with
built-in AIL)

While I'm checking out the
treadmill, I also want to take
a good look at the person sell-
ing it. If they’re in great shape,
slim and athletic, then it prob-

treadmill. Well, it’s partly be-
cause of the price and partly
because I've been reading
reviews online. Every time I
think I’'m going to like a par-
ticular treadmill, someone
online spoils it for me by writ-
ing, “This treadmill is a total
waste of money. I bought it,
assembled it, plugged it in and
right away, it made a terrible
sound like a cat was stuck in
it. I immediately panicked and

in the box. Luckily, I still had
the box, but I had taken it
apart. So I had to disassemble
the treadmill and reassemble
the box. What a pain that was!
The store took the treadmill
back, but when I got home, I
panicked again. One of my cats
was missing. I called the store
and asked, ‘Did you happen to
find a cat in the box that I just
returned?” And the woman
said, ‘Hold on. I will transfer

the side of the oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the Melvin Durai ma}“ried §ight—unsepn, butit’s  ably means that the treadmill ~ thought, ‘Oh r;f), what if it’s  you to our pet department.’”
tail of a mouse and you say that you are neutral, the mouse a 1'1ttle dlfferept with atread- has been used too much. one of my qats. I counted my Imay'eventually bgy a ne\:v
will not appreciate your neutrality. mill as I hope _1t gets turped o,n I want to buy a treadrr_ull cats -- luckily they were all at t.readmﬂl, but only if I can’t
| WANT TO BUY every single night. And itcan’t  from someone who looks like  home -- and was relieved that  find a good used one. My last
DESMOND TUTU A TREADMILL go into “sleep mode” after just  they’ve never used it. When  allnine weresafeandsound.I  treadmill was a used one.
three minutes. It needstokeep  you’re showing me photos of  called customer serviceanda  You could also call it “pre-
FROM SOMEONE going for halfan hour or more,  your treadmill on Facebook  woman said that my treadmill owned” or ‘“second-hand,”
TH I S D AY IN HISTORY WHO LOOKS LIKE until it gets turned off - and  Marketplace from 12 angles,  probably just has a bad roller = though I have a suspicion it
. not by profuse sweating. please include a photo of your- and they will ship another  was more like third-hand or
THEY’VE NEVER Sight-unseen may work  self.'mnotbuyingatreadmill one to me within 30 days. It  fourth-hand. It wasn’t perfect
W 1576: The death of Titian. Titian, the greatest Italian Renaissance USED IT for some marriages, butfora  from Sha’Carri Richardson. has to come all the way from  but it lasted five years. Five
painter of the Venetian school, who was once described as “the treadmill, I want to not only  (Especially if she treats itlike  China. ‘Well, canIjustreturn years is a long time to stick
sun amidst small stars not only among the Italians but all the see it, but also push its but-  she treats her boyfriend.) the treadmill to the store?” I  around, especially when
painters of the world,” died this day in 1576. tons. I want to see if it can go You may be wondering why  asked. Yes, you can, she said, someone is constantly walk-
fairly fast without slipping, I don’tjust buy a brand new  but you’ll have to put it back  ing all over you.
M 1859: Edwin Laurentine Drake struck oil while drilling in Titus-
ville, Pennsylvania, becoming the first driller of a productive oil
well in the United States. . .
Social decay Recipe for chaos
B 1962: NASA Launches Mariner 2. Part of NASA’s Mariner pro- D &
gram, the unmanned space probe was the first man-made object ”; Sir, This refers to “All 4 accused held in Noida dowry  Sir, The introduction of the Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill
to flyby another planet - it encountered Venus on December 14, || killing,” Orissa POST, Aug 26. The recent dowry Kkilling  and two related bills, which allow removal of elected representa-
1962. The space probe made its last contact with scientists on +;"f e tte rS in Noida underscores a chilling truth: despite legal safe-  tives arrested on serious criminal charges and held in custody

¥

Earth on January 3, 1963. ,‘{"." guards and social progress, the practice of dowry contin-
y ues to consume lives, exposing the deep bankruptcy of
o morality and family values in modern society. A young
TO THE EDITOR woman, full of dreams, was reduced to a victim of greed
Readers of Orissa Post disguised as tradition. Marriage, meant to be a bond of
are most welcome to contribute letters love and respect, is still treated in many households as
g‘?ﬂ:ﬁs“('sh)e'tivr;f:f;uﬁwu [ ) 2 commercial transaction where women are priced, bar-
words). Contributors are G/ / gained for, and punished when demands go unmet. This
requested to send their contact # g tragedy reflects not just the crime of individuals but the
numbers and full postal - collective failure of a society that normalizes dowry in sub-
?#g’f:;lffa’;ﬂ cloDhTrrri::tr:.ag p?;?g ::23 " tle ways—through status displays, silent acceptance, and
suggestions, preferably by email, to: misplaced pride. Families that should protect daughters
edit @orissapost.com instead push them into exploitative arrangements, prior-
@ o vow itizing wealth over human dignity. The Noida case is not
o rl ssa POST an isolated crime but a symptom of an enduring cultural
B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate, malaise where modernity coexists with primitive greed.

Bhubaneswar-751010

without bail for more than 30 days, are politically motivated,
badly drafted and are a recipe for political chaos. Ironically,
if the Bills come into force, they primarily applies to the rul-
ing BJP, as the party tops the list with 63 MPs facing serious
criminal cases against them as per latest media reports. Over
the years, the involvement of politicians in criminal cases has
become a significant issue, raising concerns about governance,
accountability, and the rule of law. Legal cases against politi-
cians are a reflection of both the strengths and weaknesses of
India’s democratic framework. Unfortunately, the slow pace of
legal proceedings and systemic inefficiencies allow many poli-
ticians to evade justice. Addressing these challenges requires
comprehensive electoral and judicial reforms, aimed at ensuring
accountability and upholding the rule of law in Indian politics.
Without these reforms, criminalization of politics will continue
to undermine the country's democratic ethos.

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI

M 1979: Louis Mountbatten, 1st Earl Mountbatten of Burma, was
assassinated by members of the Provisional Irish Republican
Army, who placed on a bomb on his boat, which was in Donegal
Bay, Ireland.

M 1985: Military coup in Nigeria. General Ibrahim Badamasi Baban-
gida took over the government after overthrowing Muhammadu
Buhari in a bloodless coup.

M 1991: Moldova gains its Independence. The Eastern European
country was part of the Soviet Union since August 2, 1940, from
parts of Romania and parts of the Moldavian Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republic. In 1991, after the dissolution of the USSR, the
country gained its independence.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE
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Tourism, terror, turf wars fuel ISI's strateqy

FROM MUMBAI 26/11 TO PAHALGAM

INDO- ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, August 26: When
the Pahalgam attack took place,
it became amply clear that Paki-
stan wanted to disrupt tourism
in Jammu and Kashmir and
hurt its economy. Post the ab-
rogation of Article 370, J&K wit-
nessed several positive changes,
and key among them was the
thriving tourism industry.

While this was one of the
main reasons, the other was to
address a massive rift between
the Jaish-e-Muhammad and
Lashkar-e-Taiba. Over the last
year and a half, there have been
sharp differences between the
two terror groups. There have
been ideological differences,
and also relating to the strategy
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Both outfits focus largely on
Jammu and Kashmir, and a rift
had broken out, which the ISI
wanted to fix.

This is, however, not the first
time that the ISI has targeted
India with the intention of fix-
ing internal rifts within the
terror networks in Pakistan.
The same was done during the
Mumbai 26/11 attacks as well.

The plan to attack Mumbai
was originally that of Ilyas
Kashmir, the head of Al-Qae-
da’s 313 Brigade. This was con-
firmed by David Headley, with
whom Kashmiri shared a good
rapport. The two would often
discuss the Kashmir issue,

and during one such interac-
tion, the plan to attack came
up. The Mumbai attacks were
part of Kashmiri’s larger plan
to launch his ambitious Ghaz-
wa-e-Hind project.

This was, in fact, confirmed
by Kashmiri during an inter-
view with the late Syed Saleem
Shahzad, who was then the chief
of Asia Times Pakistan bureau.

At around the same time,
the ISI was finding it hard to
keep the Jaish-e-Muhammad
and Lashkar-e-Taiba cadres.
Both were insistent that they
go and fight in Afghanistan.
At that time, the Taliban was
facing losses at the hands of
the US forces, and the cadres of
both these groups felt that they

needed to support the Taliban.

The ISI, however, did not
want either the Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba or Jaish-e-Muhammad to di-
vert from Jammu and Kashmir
and the rest of India. Hence, it
approached Kashmiri and told
him to hand over the plan to the
Lashkar-e-Taiba. This acted as
a diversionary tactic, and the
rift was sorted out.

The Pahalgam attack, too,
has a similar back story. One of
the goriest attacks was planned
to settle a rift between the Lash-
kar and Jaish-e-Muhammad.
The Lashkar-e-Taiba was un-
happy that the ISI was giving
the Jaish-e-Muhammad prefer-
ential treatment in J&K.

It was also giving the

Relief efforts intensify as rivers
overflow, villages submerge

PUNJAB FLOOD CRISIS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, August 26: In-
cessant rains and rising river
levels have triggered a severe
flood crisis across Punjab, with
multiple villages and low-lying
regions submerged under wa-
ter. The situation, worsened by
the release of excess water from
key dams and heavy rainfall in
neighboring Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu & Kashmir, has led
to large-scale evacuation and
rescue operations.
RESCUE OPERATIONS ACROSS
THE STATE

Massive rescue and relief
efforts are underway in the
worst-hit districts, including
Pathankot, Gurdaspur, Fazil-
ka, Kapurthala, Tarn Taran,
Ferozepur, and Hoshiarpur.
Teams from the Army, Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF), and
Border Security Force (BSF)
are working round-the-clock to
evacuate people and livestock

Thousands turn up to watch d

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pulwama (J&K), August 26:
Thousands turned up to watch
the first-ever day-night cricket
match in this south Kashmir
district, a spectacle PDP legis-
lator Waheed-ur-Rehman Para
hailed as the “start of a new
inning” for valley’s youngsters.
The inaugural match of the
Royal Premier League is being
played at Pulwama Sports Sta-
dium between Royal Goodwill
and Sultan Springs Baramulla.
In total, 12 teams from across
Jammu and Kashmir are partic-
ipating in the tournament being
played under the floodlights.
Calling it a landmark for
youth engagement in the re-
gion, PDP’s Pulwama MLA Pa-
ra, who was present among the
spectators, described the event
as the “start of a new inning”
for youngsters in the valley.

from flood-affected areas.

A central flood control room
has been set up in Jalandhar
to coordinate relief measures.
Helicopters have been deployed
to airlift stranded residents in
critical zones like Narot Jai-
mal Singh and Bamial blocks
in Pathankot.

SCHOOLS CLOSED, MINISTERS
ON GROUND

With the India Meteorolog-
ical Department forecasting
continued rainfall, Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
announced the closure of all
schools across the state from
August 27 to 30. Multiple state
ministers, including Water
Resources Minister Barinder
Kumar Goyal and Lal Chand
Kataruchak, have visited
flood-hit districts to oversee
the situation and direct relief
operations.

DAMS AND RISING
WATER LEVELS

The water levels in the Sut-
lej, Beas, and Ravi rivers have
surged following the release of

“Sports can be a bridge of
hope and opportunity. This is
more than a match — it is a
celebration of aspirations,” he
told PTI.

Pulwama along with oth-
er districts of south Kashmir
including Anantnag, Kulgam

water from the Ranjit Sagar,
Bhakra, and Pong dams. In
Pathankot, around 1.10 lakh cu-
secs of water was released from
the Ranjit Sagar dam, raising
the Ravi and Ujh rivers to dan-
gerous levels. In Fazilka, 2.20
lakh cusecs was released from
the Hussainiwala headworks.
EVACUATIONS AND RELIEF
CAMPS

Thousands of residents have
been evacuated and shifted to
relief camps or safer locations.
In Kapurthala district alone,
over 45 individuals were res-
cued from inundated villages
such as Baupur Jadid and Mu-
hammadabad. Relief centres
have been set up in schools and
religious institutions, offering
food, shelter, and medical aid.

In Fazilka and Ferozepur, vil-
lagers are on high alert, moving
their belongings and livestock
to higher ground. Some have
taken refuge on rooftops as
water levels continue to rise.
CROP DAMAGE AND LIVELIHOOD
LOSSES

Farmers are facing massive
crop losses, with vast tracts of
farmland submerged. In Kalu-
wala village, for instance, one
resident reported that his en-
tire three-acre crop has been
washed away. Similar devas-
tation is being reported across
multiple districts, raising con-
cerns over food security and
rural livelihoods.

Minister Goyal stated the
government’s immediate focus
is on protecting lives, minimiz-
ing property damage, and en-
suring timely delivery of relief
supplies. All leaves for district
officials have been cancelled,
and 24/7 operations are ongo-
ing at the ground level.
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and Shopian was once consid-
ered as the bastion of various
terrorist groups and a strong
base of separatist politics.
“This is for the first time that
a day and night cricket match
is being played anywhere in
Kashmir, especially in Pulwa-

Jaish-e-Muhammad terror-
ists a safe passage into India,
while not allowing the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba cadres to infiltrate
from Pakistan. The ISI wanted
the Lashkar-e-Taiba to use its
existing cadre already inside
J&K to carry out attacks.

The army, too, had been
roped in to sort out the differ-
ences, but it failed to make any
impact. The Lashkar would not
settle for anything short of a
massive attack, and hence the
outfit was commissioned to
carry out the Pahalgam attack.
The understanding was that the
Lashkar-e-Taiba would carry
out the Pahalgam attack while
the Jaish-e-Muhammad would
continue with its infiltrations.

This diversion and under-
standing were much needed
for the ISI to ensure that its
two biggest assets remain unit-
ed. The rift had become so bad
that it was the terrorists of the
Jaish-e-Muhammad who killed
Qari Abdul Rehman, the chief
financier of the Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba and a relative of the outfit’s
chief Hafiz Saeed.

While the rift may have been
sorted out for now, Indian agen-
cies say that this would be
short-lived. The problem does
not just begin and end with who
is getting preferential treat-
ment. There are ideological
differences as well.

The Lashkar-e-Taiba follows
the Ahl-i Hadith, formed by the

—- - %

Agencies warn of ISI-driven push as
BKI adopts new strategy in Punjab

New Delhi: Opening up a war on another front, the ISI has been pushing the
Babbar Khalsa International (BKI) to ramp up terror activities in Punjab and the
neighbouring states. The number of busts that are taking place in Punjab relat-
ing to the BKI has been alarming, with the police stating that this is a clear sign
that the outfit wants to revive the Khalistan movement. The modus operandi of
the BKI, which is the most dangerous Khalistan terror group, has been differ-
ent this time. Earlier, these outfits would indulge in bombings or shootings in
which even civilians would be killed. However, this time around, the intention
is to target the establishment directly. Their targets include police stations,
Intelligence Bureau offices, government offices and courts. The idea is to send
out a message to the people that their fight is against the establishment and
not them. They want to tell the people that their fight is for a separate Khalistan
nation, and it is the establishment that is preventing them from attaining that.
While attempts have been made to revive the movement, it has not gained much
traction in Punjab. The recruitments have not gone as planned, and the youth in
the state are not buying their argument. This explains why these elements have
become aggressive in countries such as Canada and the UK. There have been
many instances where Indians who do not support the Khalistan cause have
been assaulted. Further, there are several anti-India events that have been held
by these elements. India has often complained that these countries are not do-
ing enough to stem this rot. The BKI realises that if it does not have the support
of the people, especially the youth, this movement cannot go forward. Hence,
by not targeting civilians, it is trying to send a message that the fight is against
the establishment and not the people. In a recent operation, the Punjab police
had busted a BKI module that was being operated by foreign-based handlers
Maninder Billa and Manu Agwan. Three persons were arrested in connection
with a case relating to a grenade attack at the police post Badshapur in Pa-
tiala. The attack took place April 1 2025. The probe by the police found that all
activities of the BKI are being controlled by Harvinder Singh Rinda and Harper
Singh alias Happy Passia. The arrest of Passia in the US was a major shot in
the arm for the agencies. Rinda and Passia were behind the attacks on several
police stations in Punjab and are key assets of the ISI. While the agencies
have been successful in curtailing the activities of the BKI, they are, however,
worried that if the youth join in, then the problem would be hard to solve. The
Punjab Police has been campaigning heavily to urge the youth to distance
themselves from such criminal elements and embrace the path of positivity
and progress. The BKI operatives have, in the past, made several attempts

to get the youth on board. They have used drugs, brainwashing techniques,
among others, but have largely been unsuccessful. In the wake of these devel-
opments, the BKI decided to change its strategy and target the establishment.
The Intelligence agencies say that activities of the BKI would go up as the ISI
would want to keep the Indian agencies busy on yet another front.

18th-century ideologue Shah
Waliullah Dehlavi, while the
Jaish-e-Muhammad follows

s

the Deobandi sect, which is a
revivalist movement within
Sunni Islam.

Customers buy Lotus seeds from a roadside vendor amid rainfall, in Srinagar, Tuesday

SUSPENSION OF WORK VISAS BY US

J&K bans pen drives
in govt offices

Srinagar: To strengthen cybersecurity, the
Jammu and Kashmir government Monday
said it has decided to prohibit the use of
pen drives on official devices at all admin-
istrative departments in the civil secre-
tariat and deputy commissioners’ offices
across districts. The use of public mes-
saging platforms such as WhatsApp or
unsecured online services like iLovePDF
for processing, sharing or storing official
or confidential materials has also been
prohibited to uphold data sovereignty and
prevent security breaches, a government
order said. The decisions were taken to
enhance the cybersecurity posture of the
Union Territory, protect sensitive govern-
ment information, and minimise the risks
of data breaches, malware infections, and
unauthorised access.

ay-night cricket match in Pulwama

ma. This is the start of a new
inning for our youngsters who
were earlier hopeless and de-
pressed due to growing unem-
ployment and political uncer-
tainty,” Para said.

Referring to the jam-packed
stadium, Para said the record
gathering of people from across
the valley for this match is a
good start.

“This is a youth-led initia-
tive, the organizers, the pro-
moters and the players who
have come from different parts
of J&K. Our effort is to keep
our youngsters away from
drugs, pull them out of depres-
sion caused by unemployment
and political uncertainty and
give them new hope through
such tournaments,” the PDP
leader said.

He said the tournament will
reach every district and “we
wish the players good luck”.

BJP’s Ashwani Sharma urges EA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, August 26:
Punjab BJP working president
Ashwani Sharma has urged
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar to take up with US
authorities the matter of a Pun-
jabi truck driver facing charges
of vehicular homicide after a
fatal crash in Florida.

In a letter, Sharma appealed
to the minister to ensure that
the trucker’s case is dealt with
fairly, transparently, and in a
humane manner.

Sharma further sought the
intervention of the Union min-
ister into the issue of pausing
of work visas of all foreign
truck drivers by the US after
the accident in Florida. Har-
jinder Singh, the truck driver
from Punjab’s Tarn Taran is
facing charges of vehicular
homicide in the US after three
people were killed when he al-
legedly took a wrong turn while
driving a truck on a Florida

highway, according to a me-
dia report. After the incident,
US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio announced a pause to
all issuances of commercial
truck driver work visas. In a
letter to the EAM, Punjab BJP
leader Sharma said “sweeping
restrictions” on the issuance
of work visas for foreign truck
drivers has caused “widespread
distress and uncertainty among
thousands of Indian nationals,
particularly Punjabis, who

Cross-border arms
smuggling racket
busted; 1arrested

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, August 26: Pun-
jab Police Tuesday claimed to
have busted a cross-border arms
smuggling racket with the arrest
of a person in Amritsar. Five
sophisticated Glock pistols and
four magazines were recovered
from his possession, they said.

Director General of Police
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav said the
accused has been identified as
Amit Singh, a resident of Guru
Ki Wadali, Chheharta in Am-
ritsar. Apart from recovering
weapons, police teams also im-
pounded his motorcycle, which
the accused was using to deliver
the consignments. Preliminary
investigation has revealed that
Singh and his associate, Gur-
preet Singh alias Ginny, was
in touch with Pakistan-based
smugglers, who were pushing
weapon consignments to disturb
peace and harmony in the state.

The DGP said the arrest and re-
covery have helped in unearthing
the network and averting a major
crime in the region. More arrests
and recoveries are expected in the
coming days, he said. Sharing op-
eration details, Commissioner of
Police (CP), Amritsar, Gurpreet
Singh Bhullar said acting on re-
liable information, a police team
carried out an intel-based opera-
tion, leading to the arrest suspect
Amit Singh, when he was on the
way to deliver the weapon con-
signment to someone.

PTI PHOTO

M to intervene

form a vital part of the Amer-
ican logistics and transport
sector.”

He asserted that people from
Punjab have earned a global
reputation for their resilience,
industrious nature, and com-
mitment to hard work.

In the US, Punjabi truck driv-
ers constitute a significant pro-
portion of the workforce that
sustains the supply chains by
ensuring timely delivery of es-
sential goods, medicines, food
supplies, and industrial mate-
rial, he said. Beyond trucking,
Punjabis are engaged in farm-
ing, business, academics, and
public service, thereby making
significant contributions to the
economic growth and social
fabric of the US, while also
serving as a strong cultural
and economic bridge between
our two nations, he said.

Sharma also sought legal and
consular support to Harjinder,
so that his case is dealt with
fairly and transparently.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE, RPRC, BHUBANESWAR

{e-mail {d: rprcbbsr@gmail.com) Tel-06742557925
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

T-16/2025 Notice No.1494/ RPRC, Date:26.08.2025
No.MM-The Chief Executive, RPRC, Bhubaneswar invites Percentage Rate Bids for the works as detailed in table below:

Bid Estimated . S .
Sl. | Identification ] Name of the Project in brief cost Period O.f Com- Class of Avatlabll|ty of Open_lng O.f
: pletion Contractor | bid document | Technical Bid
number {Rs.in lakh)

Renovation of Guest House & 03 (Three ‘A& BT | 29.08.2025/

! RPRC-34 Training Hostel 137.07 Calendar Months) | Class only | 10.00 AM. to | 15.09.2025
Strengthening the top surface 01 (One Calendar| “C" Class | 14.09.2025/ 11.30 AM

2| RPRC-35 of VIP & Visitors parking lots 22.06 Month} only 05.00 PM

OIPR-08004/11/0044/2526

The online bid document for the above 2 projects will be available in RPRC website www.rprcbbsr.in and RPRC e-portal https:#/
rpre.ewizard.in. Addendum/Corrigendum/Cancellation, if any, will be published in RPRC website and e-portal hitps:/irprc. ewiz-
ard.in. New Bidders to register on the portat https://rprc.ewizard.in and send a mail to eprochelpdesk. 101@gmail.com with
details.For queries on registration & online tender submission contact to: Mr.Shivendra Kumar, Mobite-9355030613 and Jitesh
Kumar, Mobile-9355030604, e-mail:eprochelpdesk.101@gmail.com
Sd./- CHIEF EXECUTIVE, RPRC, BHUBANESWAR
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Disposal is important,

but so is the citizen’s
happiness index. After every
RTI disposal, a personal call
for counselling or feedback
ensures that applicants feel

PRESIDENT GREETS CITIZENS
ON EVE OF GANESH CHATURTHI

President Droupadi Murmu Tuesday greet-
ed people on the eve of Ganesh Chaturthi
and said the festival inspires everyone to

@ orissa
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After 2011,
we provided
2.26 lakh

home pattas, 1.80
lakh agricultural
land pattas, and
over 47,000 forest
pattas across the state. In Purba
Bardhaman alone, 28,840 pattas,
832 refugee pattas and 1,443
forest pattas have been distrib-
uted. We will give another 24,000
pattas in the coming days

MAMATA BANERJEE | WEST BENGAL CM

BJP leaders
‘ are indulg-
ing in Vote

Chori through
the Election
Commission...
People must
come forward to protect their
right to vote and also to protect
the Indian Constitution

RAHUL GANDHI I CONG LEADER

Common
‘ traditions of
ancestors

bind people liv-
ing in undivid-
ed India since
ancient times, .
asserting that the DNA of those
living in the vast landmass for
over 40,000 years is the same

MOHAN BHAGWAT | RSS CHIEF

SHORT TAKES

I Jarange firm on quota
agitation from Aug 29

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar:
Notwithstanding the
Maharashtra government's
attempts to dissuade him,
activist Manoj Jarange
Tuesday asserted that

he would launch a fresh
hunger strike for Maratha
reservation in Mumbai from
August 29. On the eve of the
Ganesh festival, Rajendra
Sable Patil, Officer on Special
Duty from Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis's office,
met Jarange at his village
Antarwali Sarathi in Jalna
district in a bid to

conciliate him, but the latter
refused to budge.

I 35.8 crore worth
drugs seized, 3 held

Guwahati: Three persons
have been arrested and 5.8
crore worth of drugs have
been seized from Cachar and
Sribhumi districts in Assam's
Barak Valley region, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said Tuesday. Based
on specific information, an
anti-narcotics operation was
launched by the

police in the Lakhipur area
of Cachar district Tuesday,
Sarma said in a post on X.

[ SC extends interim
bail of Vikas Yadav

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court Tuesday extended

by a week, the interim bail

of convict Vikas Yadav,
undergoing a 25-year jail
term in the 2002 Nitish Katara
murder case. A bench of
Justices Dipankar Datta and
A G Masih was hearing a plea
filed by Yadav against an
August 22 order of the Delhi
High Court which refused to
extend his interim bail granted
by the top court July 29.

M 3 kids, man drown
in swollen stream

Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh):
Three children and a man
drowned after being swept
away in a stream following
a sudden heavy rainfall in
Chhattisgarh's Bilaspur
district, police said Tuesday.

[ RAS paper leak
mastermind dies

Jaipur: The alleged
mastermind of the Rajasthan
Administrative Service
(RAS) 2013 exam paper

leak died under suspicious
circumstances while being
shifted from to Jaipur from
Uttar Pradesh's Varanasi,

police said Tuesday. —

RAIN HAVOC IN JAMMU

13 dead, including
9 in landslide on
Vaishno Devi route

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu/Srinagar, August 26:
Rivers overflowed, the raging
waters flattening everything in
their way, and boulders, trees and
rocks hurtled down slopes across
Jammu region Tuesday, killing
at least 13 people, including nine
pilgrims struck by alandslide on
the Vaishno Devi route.

Relentless heavy rain led to
havoc not just in Jammu, which
saw flashfloods, landslides and
the pilgrimage to the Vaishno
Devi shrine being suspended,
but also in Kashmir Valley.

Traffic on the Jammu-Sri-
nagar and Kishtwar-Doda na-
tional highways was suspended
and dozens of hill roads were
blocked or damaged by land-
slides or flashfloods, they said.
Many trains to and from Jam-
mu were cancelled.

The winding route to the
Mata Vaishno Devi shrine atop
the Trikuta hill was a picture of
devastation. While nine people
were killed when the mountain-
side literally gave way around 3
pm, 21 people were injured. The
toll could go up.

Several people were feared
trapped, officials said as rescu-
ers scrambled to pull out those
buried under the debris near
the Inderprastha Bhojnalaya
at Adhkwari.

The landslide struck at a
point about halfway along the
winding 12-km trek from Ka-
tra town to the hilltop shrine.
Kiran, from Mohali in Punjab,
was among those caught in the
hail of stones, trees and boul-
ders. "I was coming down the
hill after performing darshan
when people started shouting.
I saw stones falling down. I
rushed to safety but was in-
jured," Kiran told PTI Videos
from a hospital bed in Katra.
Many relatives gathered at the
hospital and Vaishno Devi base
camp in Katra looking for news
of their loved ones. Some of the
injured have been shifted to the
Narayana Hospital in Katra,
about 15 km from Jammu.

Three relief columns of the
Army were swiftly mobilised
in rescue and relief operations
in and around Katra, the PRO
Defence Jammu said.

This day of rain havoc comes
days after flash floods triggered
by a cloudburst struck Kisht-
war district's Chisoti, the last

motorable village en route the
Machail Mata temple, on Au-
gust 14, killing 65 people, most-
ly pilgrims, and leaving more
than 100 injured. Several people
are still missing. Twelve days
on, the despair returned.

In other rain-related inci-
dents across the Jammu prov-
ince Tuesday, at least four
people were reported Kkilled in
Doda district. Three of these
slipped and fell into a river,
drowning in the swift flowing
waters, while one died in a
house collapse.

Hundreds of people were
evacuated from low lying areas
in the region. Reports came in
of damage to public and private
infrastructure from the high al-
titude areas of Kishtwar, Reasi,
Rajouri, Ramban, and Poonch
districts, the officials said. The
real picture of the disaster will
emerge only after an assessment
of the ground situation, they said.
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
termed the situation serious.
He presided over an emergen-
cy meeting and ordered district
administrators to be on high
alert. Abdullah also ordered the
administration to provide es-
sentials such as food, water, and
medicine to affected families in
a timely manner and prioritise
relief to vulnerable groups.

The deluge has forced near-
ly all water bodies in the area
to overflow above the danger
mark, inundating low-lying
areas and prominent roads.

The overflowing Modhopur
barrage on the Ravi river in
Kathua crossed the one lakh
cusec mark, resulting in heavy
flooding in Kathua district.

Major rivers such as Ta-
ranah, Ujh, Tawi, and Chen-
ab have also overflowed their
danger marks, forcing police
and civil authorities to make
repeated public appeals for
people to shift to safer areas.

The administration issued
advisories asking people to
stay away from water bodies
and landslide-prone areas. The
communication blackout im-
peded emergency response mea-
sures and caused panic among
residents. Telecom operators
said technical teams have been
deployed to restore services as
soon as possible. All government
and private schools in the Jammu
division were directed to close till
August 27.

One-third school

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 26: Near-
ly one-third of school students
take private coaching and the
trend is more common in urban
areas, the Centre’s Comprehen-
sive Modular Survey (CMS)
on education has found.

The survey noted that
government schools play a
pivotal role in providing edu-
cation across India, account-
ing for 55.9 per cent of total
enrolments.

“It is higher in rural areas,
where two-thirds (66.0 per
cent) of students are enrolled,
in comparison to urban areas
(30.1 per cent). The private un-
aided (recognised) schools ac-
count for 31.9 per cent of enrol-
ment nationwide,” the survey
report said.

The CMS Education survey,
part of the 80th round of the
National Sample Survey (NSS),
focused specifically on house-
hold expenditure for currently
enrolled students in school edu-
cation. Data was collected from
52,085 households and 57,742
students across India using
Computer-Assisted Personal
Interviews (CAPI).

The survey noted that near-
ly a third of all students (27.0
per cent), were taking or had
taken private coaching during
the current academic year. This
trend was more common in ur-
ban areas (30.7 per cent) than in
rural areas (25.5 per cent).

The average annual house-
hold expenditure on private
coaching per student in urban
areas (Rs 3,988) was higher than
that in rural areas (Rs 1,793).

heard and engaged
JITENDRA SINGH I UNION MINISTER

SC AGREES TO
REEXAMINE
CASE OF DEATH
ROW CONVICT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 26: The
Supreme Court has agreed to
reexamine the case of a death
row convict punished for rap-
ing and killing a minor in 2022.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath, Sanjay Karol and Sand-
eep Mehta said the case could
be reopened on the point of sen-
tence if guidelines on mitigat-
ing factors framed by the apex
court in 2022 were not followed
at the time of punishment.

Vasant Sampat Dupare, who
hails from Nagpur, was pun-
ished for raping and Kkilling
the four-year-old minor girl in
April 2008.

The top court upheld the
conviction but set aside the 2017
view on sentencing for now and
placed the matter before Chief
Justice B R Gavai for appropri-
ate directions.

Dupare lured the girl with
chocolates, raped her and dis-
figured her face to avoid iden-
tification.

While allowing Dupare's
plea, the top court referred to
the 2022 verdict in Manoj v.
Madhya Pradesh in which it
issued several guidelines and
mandated trial courts to col-
lect the accused's psychiatric
and psychological evaluation
report before awarding death.

“We hold that Article 32
of the Constitution of India
empowers this court in cases
related to capital punishment
to reopen the sentencing stage
where the accused has been
condemned to death penal-
ty without ensuring that the
guidelines mandated in Manoj
(supra) were followed,” the
bench held August 25.

Calling it “corrective pow-
er”, the bench underlined its
precise use in rigorously ap-
plying the safeguards in the
2022 verdict to ensure the con-
demned were not deprived of
the fundamental rights.

The top court said the majes-
ty of the Constitution was not
in the might of the state but in
its restraint.

When the court contemplates
capital punishment, it enters a
domain where justice must be
tempered by conscience and
guided by the unwavering
promises of equality, dignity
and fair procedure, it added.

move ahead with new goals and a positive

spirit. This festival is celebrated with great
devotion and enthusiasm, she asserted

¥

Fa. i

Police detain Samajwadi Party supporters during a protest march towards Vidhan Bhavan in Lucknow, Uttar

Pradesh
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CCTV, hosp memo, family
statements deepen mystery

Nikki’s father, Bhikari Singh, has demanded the harshest punishment for Vipin Bhati

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Noida, August 26: Fresh ev-
idence, including a hospital
memo citing a gas cylinder
blast, CCTV footage of hus-
band Vipin Bhati and individ-
ual statements, have deepened
the mystery in the suspected
dowry murder of 26-year-old
Nikki Bhati who was allegedly
set ablaze in Greater Noida's
Sirsa village August 21.

A CCTV clip from outside a
shop near the Bhati family's
home, claimed to be of the time
when the incident happened,
shows a man, identified by lo-
cals as Vipin, standing behind
a parked car, suddenly running
and then hurrying back. Mo-
ments later, an elderly man and
neighbours are seen rushing to-
wards the house and the women
appear visibly panicked.

Police said the footage is part
of the ongoing investigation but
stressed that its authenticity
has not yet been established.

"It is a part of our investiga-
tion. Whatever facts come out,

NOIDA DOWRY MURDER

.

action will be taken accord-
ingly. The investigation will
cover all possible angles and
suitable action will follow up-
on its completion," Additional
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Greater Noida) Sudheer Ku-
mar told PTI. Vipin, his parents
Satveer and Daya, and brother
Rohit have been arrested. Vip-
in was shot in the leg Sunday
while allegedly trying to es-
cape police custody. The Na-
tional Commission for Women
(NCW) has sought a time-bound
probe, strict action against the
accused, and security for Nik-

A\ g

Kki's family and witnesses.

Her family alleges she was
tortured for dowry since her
2016 marriage, though they had
given a Scorpio SUV, motorcy-
cle, and jewellery. They claim
she was later pressured for I36
lakh and a luxury car.

The memo from the private
hospital where Nikki was first
admitted states in Hindi: “Ghar
par gas cylinder fatne se mareej
ko kaafi gambheer roop se jal
gaya hai” (The patient has suf-
fered severe burn injuries due
to a gas cylinder explosion at
home.)”

BJP-ruled states in SC defend powers of Guv, Prez over Bills

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 26: Some
BJP-ruled states Tuesday de-
fended in the Supreme Court,
the autonomy of governors and
President in assenting to bills
passed by their assemblies and
said “assent to a law cannot be
given by court”.

A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Chief Justice
B R Gavai was informed by
senior advocate Harish Salve
that under the constitutional
scheme power to accord assent
to Bills passed by state legisla-
tors vests only with governors
or President and there was no
concept of “deemed assent”.
The bench is hearing the pres-

idential reference on whether
the court could impose time-
lines for governors and Presi-
dent to deal with Bills passed
by state assemblies. Different
state governments said ju-
diciary couldn't be a pill for

every disease.“The court can-
not issue a writ of mandamus
asking the governors to grant
assent to Bills. Assent to a law
cannot be given by the court.
Assent to a law has to be giv-
en either by governors or by
President,” Salve, who was
representing Maharashtra,
submitted.

The bench also comprises
Justices Surya Kant, Vikram
Nath, P S Narasimha and A S
Chandurkar. On April 8, a dif-
ferent bench of the top court in-
voked its powers under Article
142 to rule that 10 bills cleared
by Tamil Nadu assembly and
pending since 2020 with Gov-
ernor were deemed to be as-
sented. Referring to Article

361 of the Constitution, Salve
said President, or Governor
“shall not be answerable to
any court for the exercise and
performance of the powers and
duties of his office or for any
act done or purporting to be do-
ne by him in the exercise and
performance of those powers
and duties”.

“The court can only ask
what your decision is. But the
court cannot ask why you have
taken a decision,” Salve added.
Additional Solicitor General K
M Nataraj, appearing for Ut-
tar Pradesh and Odisha, said
President and Governor enjoy
functional autonomy and they
have absolute discretion prior
to giving assent.

students take pvt coaching: Survey
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Among the students who
made expenditures for school
education, 95 per cent of stu-
dents in India reported that
the first major source of their
funding was from other house-
hold members. This trend is

COMMON

IN URBAN AREAS

consistent across both rural
(95.3 per cent) and urban (94.4
per cent) areas. In India, 1.2 per
cent of students reported that
Government scholarships were
their first major source of fund-
ing for school education.

The survey noted
that government
schools play a pivotal
role in providing
education across
India, accounting for
55.9 per cent of total
enrolments

The last comprehensive ed-
ucation survey undertaken by
the National Sample Survey
(NSS) was the 75th Round (July
2017-June 2018).

However, officials said, its find-
ings cannot be directly compared
with those of the current survey.

“In the NSS 75th Round,
anganwadi centres were not
classified under pre-primary

education and expenditures
on school education included
private coaching. However,
CMS: E classified anganwa-
dis within the pre-primary
category and collected and
presented spending on school
education and private coach-
ing separately,” a senior Min-
istry of Education (MoE) offi-
cial explained.

The primary objective of the
CMS was to generate nation-
al-level estimates of average ex-
penditure on school education
and private coaching during
the current academic year.

Across all types of schools,
the highest average expendi-
ture per student during the
current academic year was on
course fees (Rs 7,111), followed
by textbooks and stationery (Rs
2,002) at the all-India level.
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We are in the
process of

adding 100 Q

more MBBS seats o

in AGMC. We have v
received an indi- m
cation to go ahead ‘#'

with the plan. We are also planning
to introduce super speciality
medical courses at AGMC. We are
in touch with the National Medical
Council (NMC) to materialise the
plan

MANIK SAHA | TRIPURA CM

Each collector
‘ kept Tone or

two lakh, and
the rest was sent
to Kalighat. This
is not just about
Jiban Krishna or L
Partha Chatterjee, the entire TMC
is a party of thieves

SUVENDU ADHIKARI I LEADER
OF OPPN IN WB IN ASSEMBLY

Like the eyes
‘ of a bird, |
have only one

goal - how to in-

- Lo
crease agricultural .
production, how to 4.
boost farmers' in- |

come, how to develop rural areas,
how to make more Lakhpati Didis

SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN I
UNION AGRICULTURE MINISTER

OF THE DAY

As usual, the
answer lies
in caste. Desi
parents treat it
as their spiritual
duty to preserve
caste ‘purity’ by
arranging marriages within caste
and preventing ‘pollution’ through
intermixing (varna-sankara). They
- will inflict and endure any extent of
violence to uphold this.

@DearthOfSid

SHORT TAKES

¥ Woman panchayat
member found dead

Thiruvananthapuram: A
48-year-old woman panchayat
member was found dead
Tuesday in Aryanad in the
district, police said. Sreeja

S, a local Congress worker
and member of Kottakkakam
ward in the Aryanad village
panchayat, was found dead in
a shed adjacent to her home
here in the morning. According
to police, it is suspected that
her death was caused by the
consumption of an acidic
substance.

0 Jharkhand: Ruling MLAs
create ruckus in Assembly

Ranchi: The Jharkhand
Assembly witnessed
uproarious scenes on the third
day of the monsoon session
oTuesday, with MLAs of the
ruling coalition trooping

into the Well of the House
protesting against the special
intensive revision (SIR). The
BJP legislators followed them
into the Well, demanding a CBI
probe into the Surya Hansda
‘encounter’ death case.

The ruckus forced Speaker
Rabindra Nath Mahato to
adjourn the House twice, first
till noon and then till 2 pm.

I Court allows accused
to use laptop in jail

Mumbai: A court here has
permitted an accused in the
Elgar Parishad-Maoist links
case to use a laptop in jail,
noting that the case papers
are voluminous. Special NIA
Judge C S Baviskar, in an order
passed Monday, said it would
not be possible for applicant
Sagar Gorkhe to carry their
hard copies and read them in
prison. Gorkhe had filed an
application seeking permission

to use a laptop. —
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Modi makes a pitch for
swadeshi, Make in India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad, August 26: A
day before US President Don-
ald Trump’s additional 25 per
cent tariff kicks in, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi Tuesday
made a vehement pitch for
swadeshi and Make in India
that should help create jobs in
the country.

Swadeshi should be
everyone’s life mantra and ir-
respective of who is investing,
production must take place
domestically, Modi asserted
on a day when Japan’s Suzuki
Motor Corporation committed
to invest over 70,000 crore in
the country in the next five to
six years.

The government's 'Make in
India' initiative has created a
favourable environment for
both global and domestic man-
ufacturers and the world will
drive electric vehicles that are
made in India, Modi said.

He was speaking after flag-
ging off exports of Maruti
Suzuki's first electric vehicle,
the e VITARA, from the Han-
salpur facility in Gujarat to
over 100 countries and also
inauguration of production of
lithium-ion battery, cell and
electrode manufacturing for
strong hybrid electric vehicles.

“My definition of swadeshi
is very simple: it doesn't mat-
ter whose money is invested,
whether it is dollars, pounds,
whether the currency is black
or white, it doesn’t matter to
me. What matters is that in
production, the sweat belongs
to my countrymen. The money
may be someone else's, but the
sweat is ours,” he asserted.

In that way, Maruti Suzuki
is also a swadeshi company,
he said. The world will drive
electric vehicles that are made
in India, he said.

Today is a great day for 'Make
in India' as e-vehicles made in
the country will be exported to
100 countries. The world will

SNIPPETS

Army officer gets 5-year
ban for SpiceJet assault

Mumbai: SpiceJet has imposed a five-year flying ban on the senior army officer,
who had allegedly assaulted its staff at the Srinagar airport in July, sources
said Tuesday. Police had registered a case against the army officer for alleg-
edly assaulting and injuring four employees of Spicelet at the Srinagar Interna-
tional Airport July 26. The sources close to the development Tuesday said the
officer has been placed on the no-fly list for a period of five years.

was reported in the Chamba district.

SC acquits two in rape, murder case

New Delhi: The Supreme Court Tuesday acquitted two men, including a death
row convict, in a case of rape and murder of a minor girl and called it a "classic
example of lackluster and shabby investigation". The apex court said no docu-
ment on collection of blood samples from the two accused was produced and
exhibited in evidence, rendering the DNA reports to be a "piece of trash paper".

Landslides, flash floods leave
trail of destruction in Himachal

Shimla/ Manali (HP): Shops were washed away, buildings collapsed, high-
ways were cut off, and residential areas inundated as heavy rain triggered
landslides and flash floods at several places in Himachal Pradesh, officials
said Tuesday. The state reported 12 flash floods, two major landslides and
one cloudburst since Monday evening. Nine flash floods occurred in the
Lahaul and Spiti district, two in Kullu and one in Kangra, while a cloudburst

drive electric vehicles that are
made in India, he said.

Lauding India-Japan ties, he
said both countries are "made
for each other". Japanese au-
tomaker Suzuki Motor Corpo-
ration will invest 70,000 crore
in the next five to six years in
India to strengthen its opera-
tions in the country, its Rep-
resentative Director and Pres-
ident Toshihiro Suzuki said
Tuesday.

Speaking at the event,
Suzuki Motor Corporation
Representative Director and
President Toshihiro Suzuki
said, "Suzuki will invest over
370,000 crore in India, over the
next 5-6 years."

Later, in an interaction with
reporters, Maruti Suzuki India
Chairman R C Bhargava said
the investments would be to
meet the company's target of
achieving 40 lakh units annu-
ally. About the finalisation of
the second plant to be set up in
Gujarat, which was announced
last year for an investment of
335,000 crore, Bhargava said,
“I am hoping we will be an-
swering that question more
specifically after the GST
Council meeting (September
4) because after that everybody
will be making an estimate of
what the impact of the GST
decisions are going to be on
future growth.” He, however,

India, US hold 2+2
Intersessional Dialogue

New Delhi: Senior officials of India and
the US have discussed bilateral ties

in the areas of trade and investment,
critical minerals, and energy security,
including strengthening civil nuclear
cooperation. The virtual talks held
Monday under the framework of ‘2+2
Intersessional Dialogue’ came against
the backdrop of strain in ties between
the two countries over Trump adminis-
tration’s policies on trade and tariff.

declined to comment on the
implications of the proposed
changes in GST slabs.

Suzuki Group, of which
Maruti Suzuki India is a part,
has already invested over
%1 lakh crore in India.

These investments have also
led to the creation of over 11 lakh
direct jobs in the value chain.

On the e VITARA, Bharga-
va said it will be for the export
markets, and no timeline has
been set for launching the ve-
hicle in the domestic market.

Manufactured exclusively at
Suzuki Motor Gujarat (SMG), a
unit of Maruti Suzuki India, the
first batch of export-bound e VI-
TARA will be shipped from Pi-
pavav port to the European re-
gion, including the UK, Germa-
ny, Norway, France, Denmark,
Switzerland, the Netherlands,
Sweden, Hungary, Iceland, Ita-
ly, Austria, and Belgium.

On the reasons for Maruti
Suzuki not launching the e
VITARA in India as yet, Bhar-
gava said, apart from meeting
export order obligations, cost
factors have played a part, as
the price of the EV is still on
the higher side, as the battery
is imported.

Toshihiro Suzuki said the
Gujarat facility, which serves
customers across India and
global markets, will soon be-
come one of the world's larg-
est automobile manufacturing
hubs, with a planned capacity
of 10 lakh units.

“ I am not against sym-
pathising with the ‘Miyas’.
I have extended benefits to them
through various government
schemes, but it is our responsi-
bility to guide people in the right
direction. They must understand
that forest lands, VGRs and PGRs
cannot be encroached upon

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

CELLS CAN REVIVE
FROM BRINK OF DEATH

A new discovery from
CSIR-Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Biology,
Hyderabad, has brought
forth a novel way to
expedite tissue repair
and regeneration

Navy commissions

INS Udaygiri, Himgiri

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Visakhapatnam (Andhra
Pradesh), August 26: In a
major boost to the country's
maritime strike capabilities,
the Indian Navy Tuesday com-
missioned two multi-mission
stealth frigates, INS Uday-
giri and INS Himgiri, each
equipped with eight BrahMos
missiles and featuring a suite of
advanced weapons and sensors
developed by the indigenous
manufacturers.

The commissioning of two
state-of-the-art Project 17A
stealth frigates, which was
presided over by Union Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh here at
the Eastern Naval Command of
the Indian Navy, marks the first
occasion when two frontline
surface combatants constructed
at two different shipyards were
commissioned simultaneously.

This development also under-
scores the growing maritime
importance of India's eastern
seaboard.

"These warships' weapons
and sensor packages make
them the unparalleled guard-
ians of the sea. It has been told
to me that these warships also
include many advanced capa-
bilities. These two warships,
which can cover long distances,
have advanced systems such as
surface-to-surface air missiles,
supersonic BrahMos missiles,
torpedo launchers, combat
management systems, and fire
control systems," Singh said.

They were modern ves-
sels and will prove to be a
game-changer in very complex
and risky operations in the sea,
he added. Incidentally, Udaygi-
ri happens to be the 100th ship
designed by the Navy's Warship
Design Bureau (WDB), marking
a milestone in five decades of
indigenous warship design.

The two are follow-on ships
of the Project 17 (Shivalik) class
frigates, and both the vessels in-
corporate significant improve-
ments in design, stealth, weap-

on, and sensor systems, capable
of executing a full spectrum of
maritime missions in 'blue
water' conditions, according
to officials.

"Two state-of-the-art combat-
ant platforms join the Indian
Navy fleet, fortifying India's
strength at sea..." said the In-
dian Navy in a post on 'X' late
on Monday.

Udaygiri is the second ship
from Project 17A stealth frig-
ates and was built by Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Limited
(MDL) in Mumbai, while Him-
giri is the first of the P17A ships
to be constructed by Garden
Reach Shipbuilders & Engi-
neers (GRSE), Kolkata. Both the
frigates represent a generation-
al leap over earlier designs.

Udaygiri also holds the dis-
tinction of being the fastest ship
of her class to be delivered post-
launch, a result of the modular
construction methodology ad-
opted by Indian shipyards.

Displacing about 6,700 tons,
the P17A class frigates are
roughly five per cent larger
than their predecessor Shiva-
lik-class frigates, incorporating
a sleeker form with a reduced
radar cross section.

They also feature a suite
of advanced weapons and
sensors developed by Indian
manufacturers. The weapons
suite of these frigates includes
supersonic surface-to-surface
missiles, medium-range sur-
face-to-air missiles, 76 mm MR
Gun, and a combination of 30
mm and 12.7 mm close-in weap-
on systems. Both ships are the
result of an industrial ecosys-
tem spanning over 200 MSMEs,
supporting approximately 4,000
direct jobs and more than 10,000
indirect jobs.

PTI PHOTO
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LG’S NOTIFICATION

Advocates to
continue strike

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 26: The co-
ordination committee of all dis-
trict bar associations of Delhi
Tuesday unanimously decided
to continue the lawyers' strike
for the fifth day Wednesday to
protest against a notification
issued by the lieutenant gover-
nor, allowing police to virtually
present evidence in courts from
police stations.

Tarun Rana, secretary of the
New Delhi Bar Association(ND-
BA), said the strike would con-
tinue as there was no concrete
results from the meeting held
with the chief minister of Delhi
and other authorities.

Rana said it has also been de-
cided that public prosecutors,
including those appearing for
the ED and CBI and police of-
ficials, including naib courts,
would also be not allowed to
appear in the courts.

"...it has been unanimously
decided to continue to com-
pletely abstain from work on
August 27 in all district courts
of Delhi against the arbitrary
notification dated August 13 is-
sued by Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi," he said.

"Since the impugned notifi-
cation is against the public at
large, there shall be a demon-
stration on August 27 outside
all court complexes of Delhi to
make the public at large aware
of this arbitrary notification,"
said Rana, who is also the secre-
tary general of the committee.

"We express our sincere
gratitude for the unity and sol-
idarity shown by the respected
members of NDBA and all other
stakeholders in understanding
the issue and extending cooper-
ation and look forward to their
continued support,” the bar
leader added. Earlier in the day,
a circular by the committee said
that authorities concerned had
assured it of a "positive deci-
sion" and that advocates would
be informed regarding the deci-
sion about continuing the strike
after 8 pm. The advocates have
been completely abstaining
from work for four days since
August 22.

Tribal girl gangraped,
boyfriend assaulted

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dumka, August 26: A 17-year-
old tribal girl was allegedly
gang-raped in Jharkhand's
Dumka district by four to five
men who also assaulted her
boyfriend, police said Tuesday.
The incident happened in the
Gumra forest in the Kathikund po-
lice station area Monday, they said.
"The girl, belonging to a
particularly vulnerable tribal
group (PVTG), had come on
a coal-laden truck along with
the cleaner of the vehicle with
whom she was having an af-
fair," said Kathikund police
station's officer-in-charge Tri-
purari Kumar. "They asked
the driver to unload the coal at
Dumka and return, and they
would board the truck again.
While they were walking along
the road, they were accosted by
four-five youths," he said.

Global human exposure to wildfires up 40% in 20 yrs: Study

Population dynamics
-- population growth and
migration -- from 2002
to 2021 was found to
account for 111.3 million
exposures to wildfires,
which forms 25.3 per cent
of the world's population
exposed to wildfires over
the past two decades

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 26: Hu-
mans exposed to wildfires have
increased by 40 per cent in the
past two decades, with climate
change being responsible for a
54 per cent rise in extreme fire
weather since 1979, according
to a new study.

Population dynamics -- pop-

ulation growth and migration
--from 2002 to 2021 was found to
account for 111.3 million expo-
sures to wildfires, which forms
25.3 per cent of the world's pop-
ulation exposed to wildfires
over the past two decades.
Findings published in the
journal Science also reveal that
Africa accounted for nearly all
of the increase in humans ex-
posed to wildfires (85 per cent),
with significant increases in
the Americas and Asia.
Researchers, led by those
from the United Nations Uni-
versity-Institute for Water,
Environment and Health, found
climate change increased the
number of days of weather con-
ducive to triggering extreme
fire events, "culminating in
a (more than) 54 per cent in-
crease in extreme fire weather
from 1979 to 2022 globally, lon-
ger fire-weather seasons, and

5
A

increased night-time flamma-
bility".

Human activity, such as
changes in land use, have al-
tered vegetation in many areas,
making landscapes more flam-
mable, the researchers said.

"While the human exposure
to fires is rising, we saw that
burned land is shrinking by 26
per cent," said co-author Amir
AghaKouchak, Lead-Water, Cli-
mate and Infrastructure Risk
at the United Nations Univer-

sity-Institute for Water, Envi-
ronment and Health.

The study analysed 18.6 mil-
lion fire records from the global
fire atlas (GFA) between 2002
and 2021.

"We show that the population
directly exposed to wildland
fires increased 40 per cent glob-
ally from 2002 to 2021 despite a
26 per cent decline in burned
area," the authors wrote.

The researchers said ad-
dressing wildfire risks requires
more than tracking burned ar-
eas, calling for a strengthening
of resilience in the regions most
exposed to fire.

Improved strategies in fire
management tailored to local
contexts, investments in fire-re-
silient infrastructure, and pol-
icies that address the growing
overlap of human settlements
and fire-prone landscapes, they
said.

The authors said that while
under five per cent of the
world's land involves an in-
teraction between uncultivat-
ed wildlands and humans (or
'wildland-urban interface'),
nearly half the world's popula-
tion resides in such areas.

"Wildfires are no longer sea-
sonal or regional anomalies;
they have become a global cri-
sis, intensified by rising heat-
waves, worsening droughts,
and drastic land use changes,"
Kaveh Madani, director of the
United Nations University-In-
stitute for Water, Environment
and Health, said.

By combining measures that
address wildfire risks with
global efforts to curb climate
change, societies can better
protect vulnerable populations
and mitigate the escalating hu-
man toll of wildland fires, the
authors said.
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We will
‘ create a legal
duty for the
Home Secretary
to remove those
that come illegally,
and crucially, we
will detain all illegal migrants who
come, and we will do so
immediately

NIGEL FARAGE I REFORM UK LEADER

When it =
comes to the | (& '\
\s

conflict in

Ukraine, | believe W
strongly that ~
Vladimir Putin W=

is totally in the gy

wrong. The war he has caused is
appalling. But, whatever politicians
have done, | don't feel cutting off
artistic conversations is ever a
good way to help

WOODY ALLEN | AMERICAN FILMMAKER

I have yet
‘ again been
placed under

complete isolation.
Meetings with

my family and
lawyers have been
suspended. In order to keep me
entirely cut off from the outside
world and unaware of current af-
fairs, every source of information,
whether television or newspapers,
has been completely blocked

IMRAN KHAN |
FORMER PAKISTAN PRIME MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

[ SL court grants bail
- to Wickremesinghe

Colombo: A Sri Lankan
court Tuesday granted bail
to former president Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who

was arrested last week

over alleged misuse of

state funds while in office.
Colombo Fort Magistrate
Nilupuli Lankapura

ordered that the 76-year-
old leader be released on
bail with three sureties of
Lankan Rs 5 million each.
Wickremesinghe, who served
as president from 2022 to
2024, has been accused of
misusing Lankan Rs 16.6
million of state funds to
travel to England to attend

a convocation ceremony

of his wife, Prof Maithree,

in September 2023. He has
denied the charge, insisting
the invitation was extended
to him in his official capacity
as President. On Tuesday,
Wickremesinghe joined

the court proceedings
virtually from the Intensive
Care Unit of the Colombo
National Hospital, where he
is undergoing treatment. His
lawyers cited deteriorating
health conditions, seeking his
release on bail, while state
attorneys opposed the plea
and argued that he should
remain in remand custody
until the trial concludes.

I Singapore sees 5.4%
hike in physical crime

Singapore: Physical crime
in Singapore rose by 5.4

per cent in the first half

of 2025, with 10,341 cases
reported from January to
June as compared to 9,809
cases recorded in the same
period last year, police
said Tuesday. The first six
months of the year saw an
increase in knife crimes,
rape, molestation and theft
cases compared to the
same period in 2024 in the
multi-city state of over six
million people. In their mid-
year crime brief released
on Tuesday, the Singapore
police said two murders
were reported in the first
half of 2025, compared
with three during the same
period in 2024. The number
of rape cases also rose in
the first half of 2025 to 233,
from the 188 cases during
the same period in 2024,
The Straits Times reported,
citing police data. There
were 401 rape cases for the
whole of 2024. Molestation
cases have gone up, with
807 cases reported in the
first half of 2025, an increase
of 21.2 per cent compared
with the 666 cases during
the same period in 2024.
Police said victims knew
their assailants in more than
half of the cases.

bb Now, as the entire
world strives to end
this horrible war with
dignity and lasting peace,
we count on India’s contri-
bution. Every decision that
strengthens diplomacy leads
to better security not only
in Europe, but also in the
Indo-Pacific and beyond
VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY | UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT

Trump fires Fed Governor Lisa Cook

AGENCIES

Washington, August 26: US
President Donald Trump fired
Federal Reserve Governor Li-
sa Cook late Monday, a sharp
escalation in his battle to exert
greater control over what has
long been considered an insti-
tution independent from day-to-
day politics.

Trump has taken his feud
with the Federal Reserve to an
unprecedented extreme with
his effort to fire Cook, kicking
off what could be a protracted
legal battle that risks resetting
long-established norms for the
central bank's independence
and a president's involvement
in monetary policy.

Trump said in a letter post-
ed on his Truth Social platform
that he is firing Cook because
of allegations that she commit-
ted mortgage fraud. Bill Pulte, a
Trump appointee to the agency
that regulates mortgage giants
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac,
made the accusations last week.

Pulte alleged that Cook
had claimed two primary

-

residences -- in Ann Arbor,
Michigan and Atlanta -- in
2021 to get better mortgage
terms. Mortgage rates are of-
ten higher on second homes
or those purchased to rent.
The announcement came
days after Cook said she
wouldn't leave her post de-
spite Trump previously call-
ing for her to resign. The
Fed's board has seven mem-
bers, meaning Trump's move
could have deep economic
and political ramifications.
Trump said in announcing

the move that he had the con-
stitutional authority to remove
Cook, but doing so will raise
questions about control of the
Fed as an independent entity.

The firing is likely to touch
off a legal battle and Cook could
be allowed to remain in her seat
while the case plays out. Cook
would have to fight the legal
battle herself, as the injured
party, rather than the Fed.

It is the latest effort by the
administration to take control
over one of the few remaining
independent agencies in Wash-

Ex-labour union leader
becom [ithuania’s PM

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Vilnius, August 26: Lithu-
ania's parliament Tuesday
elected a former labour union
leader and relative political
newcomer as the country's
new prime minister, weeks
after her predecessor resigned
following investigations into
his business dealings.
Lawmakers approved Inga
Ruginiene, 44, as the new head
of government by 78 votes to 35.
Ruginiene, a former head
of Lithuania's labour union
confederation, joined the cen-
tre-left Social Democratic Par-
ty just before a general election
last year and then served as
minister for social affairs and
labour under Prime Minister

hen Russia first
s ;s ; launched its full-scale
invasion of Ukraine,

the conflict drew compari-
sons to wars of the twentieth
century. Tanks, armored per-
sonnel carriers, and artillery
dominated the battlefield, and
infantry on both sides were en-
trenched in trenches. This old-
school style of warfare was ev-
ident in September 2022. Since
then, a monumental transfor-
mation has been witnessed:
the emergence of a new kind
of warfare.

In the summer of 2023, the
commander of Ukraine’s
Third Assault Brigade’s Drone
Unit—referred to here as Fil
(not his real name)—explained
that a new weapon was begin-
ning to change the course of
the conflict: first-person-view
drones. These small, inexpen-
sive, and highly maneuverable
quadcopters transmit real-time
footage to their operators and
strike targets in kamika-
ze-style attacks. That year,
Ukraine deployed thousands
of these drones across the bat-
tlefield, and Russia quickly fol-
lowed suit. Today, hundreds of
thousands of such drones fill
the skies over Ukraine.

What began as a war ‘with’
drones has evolved into a war
‘of” drones. Two years ago, the
strength of a Ukrainian bri-
gade was primarily measured
by its stockpile of Western-sup-
plied tanks, armored personnel
carriers, and artillery. Since

iy

Gintautas Paluckas, who re-
signed at the end of July after
less than a year in office.

Paluckas had been dogged
by media investigations in-
to his business and financial
dealings. Several media out-
lets published investigations
in July regarding his past and
present ventures and alleged
mishandlings, including ones
more than a decade ago. An-
ti-corruption and law enforce-
ment agencies in the country
subsequently launched their
own inquiries.

President Gitanas Nauseda,
who nominated Ruginiene as the
new prime minister, told parlia-
ment before Tuesday's vote that
she is “a constructive negotiator
who seeks compromise.”

2023, however, drones have
emerged as the most critical
weapon on the battlefield.
Due to their low cost, speed,
and precision, drones have
largely replaced traditional
systems—including antitank
missiles, mortars, tanks, and
even artillery and aircraft. To-
day, a unit’s effectiveness and
resilience are defined by the
number of skilled drone oper-
ators it has and its capacity to
deploy drones at scale.

This represents a profound
shift in warfare, largely in-
stigated by Ukraine to com-
pensate for its shortfalls in
conventional weapons and
manpower. In the world’s first
drone war, drones determine
how battles are won and how
soldiers die: Ukrainian drone
strikes now account for 90
percent of destroyed Russian
tanks and armored vehicles
and 80 percent of Russian ca-
sualties. They have also made
it possible for each side to
attack far past the frontlines
without having to gain air su-
periority over the battlefield.
Ukraine, for example, hit Rus-
sian airbases 5,000 miles from
Kyiv in June by smuggling
drones across the border and
launching them from the beds
of trucks.

Russia, for its part, was
originally slower to field
drones in large numbers. But
it has dramatically increased
its production of first-person-
view drones, as well as those

Ruginiene told lawmakers
she will focus on “restoring
stability" and will work to
“ensure that the government
carries out the work entrusted
to it by the voters.”

The Social Democrats Mon-
day signed an agreement on a
new centre-left coalition with
two junior partners, one of
which is new to the govern-
ment. It has a solid majority in
the parliament, or Seimas, with
82 of the 141 seats.

Ruginiene must still be for-
mally appointed by the presi-
dent and sworn in at a ceremo-
ny in parliament, but those are
formalities. Her government
should serve out the remain-
der of the four-year term that
started with last fall's election.

Lithuanian foreign policy
is unlikely to change because
of the government shakeup.
Nauseda, who was elected
separately, is the country's
face on the world stage and
has been one of the most stal-
wart supporters of Ukraine's
fight against invading Rus-
sian forces — a position that
has broad political support in
the Baltic nation of about 2.8
million people.

*

used for strategic bombard-
ment, such as the Iranian-de-
signed Shahed. Today, Moscow
matches Kyiv’s extraordinary
rate of technological adapta-
tion. It has developed equally
capable models, such as the Or-
lan, which is used for surveil-
lance, and the Lancet, which
loiters over a target before
exploding on impact.

Because Russia and Ukraine
are constantly iterating on
hardware, software, and tac-
tics, the war changes at a
breathtaking rate. The satu-
ration of drone surveillance,
for example, has made nearly
all troop movement visible
and therefore vulnerable,

ington. Trump has repeatedly
attacked the Fed's chair, Je-
rome Powell, for not cutting
its short-term interest rate,
and even threatened to fire him.

Forcing Cook off the Fed's
governing board would pro-
vide Trump an opportunity to
appoint a loyalist. Trump has
said he would only appoint of-
ficials who would support cut-
ting rates.

It is unclear how the matter
might play out from here, with
Trump saying the firing was
"effective immediately," and the
Fed set to hold a policy meeting
September 16-17.

Trump's move was greeted
with a steepening U.S. Trea-
sury yield curve as yields
on 2-year notes - sensitive to
near-term Fed policy expec-
tations - quickly fell while
yields on longer-dated 10-year
notes - sensitive to inflation
risks - moved higher.

The reaction reflects ex-
pectations that the Fed poli-
cy rate may drop but at the
expense of its commitment to
thwart inflation.

Australia accuses Iran
of organising attacks,
expels ambassador

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Melbourne, August 26: Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Antho-
ny Albanese accused Iran of
organising two antisemitic at-
tacks in Australia and said the
country was cutting off diplo-
matic relations with Tehran in
response Tuesday.

The Australian Security
Intelligence Organisation
concluded the Iranian gov-
ernment had directed arson
attacks on the Lewis Con-
tinental Kitchen, a kosher
food company, in Sydney in
October last year and on the
Addas Israel synagogue in
Melbourne in December last
year, Albanese said.

Iran's government had no
immediate reaction.

There has been a steep rise in
antisemitic incidents in Sydney
and Melbourne since the Isra-
el-Hamas war began in 2023.

“ASIO has now gathered
enough credible intelligence
to reach a deeply disturb-
ing conclusion,” Albanese
told reporters. “The Iranian
government directed at least
two of these attacks. Iran has
sought to disguise its involve-
ment but ASIO assesses it was
behind the attacks.

creating a transparent battle-
field: anything that moves near
the frontline is struck within
a matter of minutes. Drone
pilots have become prime
targets, and with many tradi-
tional weapons rendered obso-
lete, drones are increasingly
fighting other drones. Amid
this cycle of innovation, the
two sides are inching toward
a new frontier: entirely auto-
mated warfare.

Surveillance and reconnais-
sance drones have become so
ubiquitous that both Russian
and Ukrainian forces scarcely
move in the daylight. During a
recent visit, we witnessed the
motion of a single Russian van,

TROPICAL STORM LEAVES
3 DEAD IN VIETNAM

Heavy rain fell Tuesday in
parts of Southeast Asia after a
tropical storm made landfall in
Vietnam, causing at least three
deaths, damage to homes and
flooding in the capital and
coastal areas

[sraeli protesters seek
release of hostages

REUTERS

Cairo, August 26: More Pal-
estinian families left Gaza City
Tuesday after a night of Israe-
1i shelling on its outskirts, as
Israelis launched a day of na-
tionwide protests calling for
hostages to be released and the
war in Gaza to end.

Residents said Israeli aerial
and tank shelling continued
throughout the night and early
on Tuesday in the eastern Gaza
City suburbs of Sabra, Shejaia,
and Tuffah, as well as in Jabalia
town to the north, destroying
roads and houses.

"Earthquakes, we call it, they
want to scare people to leave
their homes," said Ismail, 40, a
Gaza City resident.

The Israeli military has said
its forces are operating in the
area to locate weapons and de-
stroy tunnels used by militants.
Despite widespread protests at
home and international con-
demnation, Israel is preparing
to launch a new offensive in
Gaza City, in what it describes
as Hamas' last bastion.

Israeli strikes at Nasser
Hospital in the southern Ga-
za Strip on Monday killed
at least 20 people, including
journalists working for Reu-
ters, the Associated Press, Al
Jazeera and others.

At least 34 people were Killed
in Israeli strikes in the enclave
overnight and on Tuesday, local
health authorities said, includ-
ing 18 people around Gaza City.

Around half of the enclave's
two million people currently
live in Gaza City, with several
thousand already moved west-
ward, pouring into the heart of
the city and along the coast.

Al will be key to victory in Ukraine—and elsewhere

five miles from the frontline,
cause a sensation among drone
operators, who then destroyed
it. To avoid detection, move-
ment near the frontline tends
to take place during sunrise
and sunset, when neither the
daylight video cameras nor
night-vision infrared cameras
operate properly.

The fight for information ad-
vantage is always important in
war, but even more so in this
one, where it means the ability
to form and maintain resilient
drone-based sensor networks
over the battlefield. If a unit
is “blinded”—unable to main-
tain surveillance drones over-
head—it becomes exceedingly
vulnerable. For that reason,
roughly 3,000 Ukrainian troops
work around the clock to op-
erate reconnaissance drones,
mostly Chinese-made DJI Ma-
vics, along the entire 750-mile
frontline. Ukrainian brigade
command centers display as
many as 60 of these drone feeds
around the clock.

This transparency means
that the military maxim “what
can be seen can be hit” is tru-
er on today’s battlefield than
at any point in history. It is
nearly impossible for either
side to mass and maneuver
forces along the frontline, as
troops are now easily spotted
forming up for attack. The
Russian army has historically
relied on its ability to deliver
impressive firepower through
concentrated tube and rocket

Others have ventured fur-
ther south to central Gaza and
the coastal area of Al-Muwasi
near Khan Younis.

Monday's attack on Nasser
hospital in Khan Younis killed
cameraman Hussam al-Masri, a
Reuters contractor, near a live
broadcasting position operated
by Reuters.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said Israel deeply
regretted what he called a "trag-
ic mishap," but the Israeli mil-
itary has yet to provide details
of the incident.

Israeli protesters blocked
roads in Tel Aviv and else-
where in the country, holding
up pictures of hostages still
held in Gaza and calling for the
war to end.

"For 690 days, the govern-
ment has been waging a war
without a clear objective," said
Einav Zangauker, mother of Is-
raeli hostage Matan Zangauker,
in a statement with other hos-
tage families who launched the
so-called Day of Disruption.

"How will the hostages, the
living and the fallen, be re-
turned? Who will govern Gaza
the day after? How do we re-
build our country?" she said.

The war began on October
7, 2023, when Hamas-led gun-
men burst into southern Isra-
el, killing some 1,200 people,
mainly civilians, and taking
251 hostages.

Israel's military offensive
against Hamas has since
killed at least 62,000 Palestin-
ians, mostly civilians, accord-
ing to the Gaza health minis-
try, plunged the enclave into
a humanitarian crisis and
internally displaced nearly
its entire population.

artillery fire, but these tactics
are useless when any attempt
to amass forces is identified
within minutes. Russian guns
are now widely dispersed,
deeply dug in, and operate
primarily at night.

Drones have upended the old
ways of war. Military doctrine,
tactics, and organization will
never be the same. Armies
everywhere will need to com-
pletely revamp their doctrine
and training to reflect the re-
alities of fighting on a drone-
swept battlefield. And the best
way to prepare for the future
of combat is to speak to those
fighting this war.

Historians often call World
War II a “war of factories.”
The same is true for the war
in Ukraine today. Ukraine
produced more than two mil-
lion drones in 2024 and plans
to make over four million by
the end of 2025. Its adversary
is also getting better at drone
production: last year, Rus-
sia was building 300 Shahed
drones a month. Now, it can
produce 5,000 in the same
time frame. The side that
consistently builds the most
drones is the one most likely
to prevail. And it is in the in-
terest of the West, and of the
United States in particular, to
support the Ukrainian people
in their dogged determination
to win that fight—not only for
Ukraine’s sake but also for its
own, so it can learn to reckon
with this new reality of war.
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country, along with an

India is really an "important
market" for Casio's watches
business, which has a lot of
potential as the disposable
income is on the rise with the
growing economy of the

increasing number of millennials
TAKUTO KIMURA I COUNTRY HEAD, CASIO

NAYARA ENERGY APPOINTS NEW CEO

Russian oil giant Rosneft-backed Nayara Energy has
appointed Teymur Abasguliyev as the new CEO of
the company, replacing a European national who
had to resign following EU sanctions on the com-
pany. The appointment of Abasguliyev, an Azerbaijan
national who currently as the chief financial officer
at SOCAR Turkiye Enerji AS, was confirmed by the
Nayara board at its meeting Tuesday, two sources

aware of the matter said

TARIFF

Japanese
automaker
Suzuki Motor

Corporation will
invest Rs 70,000
crore in the next
five to six years in
India to strengthen its operations
in the country

TOSHIHIRO SUZUKI I PRESIDENT,

SUZUKI MOTOR
!.c::-f:);

The bias for
the rupee
is still weak

amid an imbalance -

between dollar de- . J
mand and supply. ‘v
The local rupee

got support from MSCI rebalances
inflows in today's session. Looking
at the current market conditions,
the rupee's new low is looking
imminent, while a move to 86.50
appears distant

DILIP PARMAR I RESEARCH ANALYST,
HDFC SECURITIES

Spot gold
‘ surged,
buoyed by

renewed dollar
weakness amid
concerns over the
US central bank's
independence after President
Trump dismissed

Fed Governor Lisa Cook

KAYNAT CHAINWALA I AVP COMMODITY
RESEARCH, KOTAK SECURITIES

SHORT TAKES

i SBI Card, Flipkart
- launch credit card

New Delhi: SBI Card, the
country's largest pure-play
credit card issuer, and
e-commerce marketplace
Flipkart Tuesday announced
the launch of a co-branded
credit card with a host of
features. The 'Flipkart SBI
Credit Card' was launched in
the presence SBI Chairman

C S Setty and MD Ashwini
Kumar Tewari, the card
company said in a statement.
The Flipkart SBI Card has
been designed with curated
cashback benefits to offer

a rewarding shopping
experience for discerning
customers on the majority of
their purchases, it said. The
launch reflects SBI Card and
Flipkart's ongoing efforts

to empower shoppers with
greater value, flexibility,

and access to formal credit
while enhancing their overall
shopping journey, it said.
Customers can seamlessly
apply for the credit card
digitally via the Flipkart

App, and SBI Card SPRINT,
by visiting the SBI Card
website SBI Card.com, it
said. With the Flipkart SBI
Card, customers can earn
7.5 per cent cashback on
spends made on Myntra,

and 5 per cent cashback on
spends made on Flipkart,
Shopsy, and Cleartrip, it said.
Customers can utilise the
rewarding value proposition
to make purchases across

a broad range of products
and services across the
Flipkart ecosystem, including
mobiles, electronics, fashion,
furniture, appliances, travel
bookings, and more, it said.

I Euler Motors expands

Mumbai: Euler Motors
Tuesday announced its entry
into the commercial passenger
vehicle segment with the
launch of e-three-wheeler Neo
HiRANGE in three variants

for the last-mile connectivity.
The company said it plans to
roll out a dedicated umbrella
brand, 'Neo by Euler', for

the new portfolio of eCVs.

The vehicles under the new
brand will serve a diverse
customer base - from first-time
EV buyers and ride-hailing
drivers to fleet operators and
self-employed owners. Over
the next few 3-4 months, Euler
Motors plans to roll out the
vehicles under the dedicated
brand across 50 cities in

the country. Launched at

an introductory price of

Rs 3.1 lakh, Neo HIRANGE

is designed for everyday
travel and is built for drivers
covering 120-200 kms daily.
Its top variant delivers 200+
km real range with a 3.25-
hour charge, ensuring longer
shifts with fewer stops, the
company said. |

TROUBLE

Export units halt production

Labour-intensive export sectors such as leather, shrimp, ceramics, chemicals,
handicrafts, and carpets would face a sharp erosion of competitiveness

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 26: Apex
exporters body FIEO Tuesday
expressed serious concerns
over high US tariffs on Indian
goods and said that textiles and
apparel manufacturers in Tir-
upur, Noida, and Surat have
halted production amid wors-
ening cost competitiveness due
to these steep duties.

The US duties on Indian
goods will increase to 50 per
cent from August 27.

The move will severely dis-
rupt the flow of Indian goods to
its largest export market, Fed-
eration of Indian Export Organ-
isations (FIEO) President S C
Ralhan said.

He described the develop-
ment as a setback and stated
that it can severely impact
India's exports to the US, with
about 55 per cent of India's US-
bound shipments (worth $47-48
billion) now exposed to pricing
disadvantages of 30-35 per cent,
rendering them uncompetitive
in comparison to its compet-
itors from China, Vietnam,
Cambodia, Philippines and oth-
er Southeast and South Asian
countries.

"FIEO expresses grave con-
cern over the US government's
imposition of an additional 25
per cent tariff on Indian-origin
goods - raising total duties on

Multiplexes
seek GST relief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 26: Cin-
ema and multiplex operators
have urged the government to
put film tickets priced below Rs
300 under the lowest 5 per cent
slab under the new GST regime.

The move will make cinema
viewing more affordable for
masses and help the film exhi-
bition industry, which is facing
financial difficulties since the
pandemic, the Multiplex Asso-
ciation of India (MAI) said.

Under the current GST re-
gime, cinema tickets that are
priced over Rs 100 are put un-
der a GST slab of 18 per cent
and below that under 12 per
cent.

"We are recommending that
the Rs 100 slab be raised to Rs
300, so ticket prices till Rs 300
should attract 5 per cent GST,
and anything higher than Rs
300 should attract 18 per cent
GST," MAI President Kamal
Gianchandani told PTI.

According to Gianchandani,
the slab of Rs 100 is now con-
sidered a low number, and this
point was represented to the
finance ministry and the 1&B
ministry, but in the last 7.5
years, it has not changed.

——

|

many export categories up to 50
per cent, effective from August
27, 2025," he said, adding that
"textiles and apparel manufac-
turers in Tirupur, Noida, and
Surat have halted production
amid worsening cost competi-
tiveness".

This sector is losing ground
to lower-cost rivals from Viet-
nam and Bangladesh, Ralhan
said.

Labour-intensive export sec-
tors such as leather, shrimp, ce-
ramics, chemicals, handicrafts,
and carpets would face a sharp
erosion of competitiveness,
particularly against European,
Southeast and Mexican produc-
ers, Ralhan added.

"Delays, order cancellations,
and negated cost advantages

Over 40cr pe

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, August 26: The
Goods and Service Tax (GST)
department has issued three
orders to Eternal, the compa-
ny that owns the Zomato and
Blinkit brands, imposing a total
tax demand of more than Rs 40
crore, including interest and
penalties.

According to the company,
the Joint Commissioner, Ben-
galuru, issued these directives
for the period from July 2017 to
March 2020.

"The Company has received
3 orders 25 August 2025 for the
period July 2017 to March 2020
passed by Joint Commissioner,
Appeals-4, Bengaluru, confirm-
ing total demand of GST of Rs
17,19,11,762 with interest of Rs
21,42,14,791 and penalty of Rs
1,71,91,177, " Eternal said in an
exchange filing.

Zomato, Blinkit, District, and
Hyperpure are the four main
companies that make up Eter-
nal. The company announced
that it will appeal the tax de-
mand orders.

Meanwhile, the shares of
the food delivery giant were
trading slightly lower during
intraday trade.

Earlier last month, Eter-

SBI sponsors cervical
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Bhubaneswar, August 26: A
two-day free health check-up
and cervical cancer awareness
and vaccination camp was held
August 22-23 at Jan Shikshan
Sansthan, Badagada Brit Colo-
ny in Bhubaneswar.

The initiative, supported by
State Bank of India (SBI) in
partnership with CII Young
Indians and Hrudananda Edu-
cational Trust, aimed to raise
awareness on cervical can-
cer — a preventable disease
through vaccination — and
promote early detection and
regular screening.

More than 100 women re-
ceived HPV vaccinations, along
with general health check-ups

cer vaccination camp
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and advanced cervical can-
cer screening, including Pap
smears and HPV DNA testing.
Participants were educated on
preventive care and the life-sav-
ing role of vaccines.

The camp was inaugurated
by SBI officials Anil Kumar
Mishra, regional manager, Bhu-
baneswar North; Bhabani Shan-
kar Mohanty, assistant general
manager, corporate communica-
tion and CSR; and Abhimanyu
Sahu, chief manager, along with
Nibedita Narula, director, Jan
Shikshan Sansthan; and Pras-
mita Tejaswini, Hriudananda
Educational Trust.

SBI said the effort reflects its
commitment to social respon-
sibility and reducing Odisha’s
cervical cancer burden.
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loom large on these sectors,"
he said.

Looking at the current
emerging scenario, he urged
that there is a need for imme-
diate government support,
which includes a push for in-
terest subvention schemes and
export credit support to sustain
working capital and liquidity.

The sector currently requires
low credit cost and easy access
to credit, especially to MSMEs,
with support from banks and
financial institutions. Special
direction in this regard from
the government and Reserve
Bank of India is needed, he said.

Ralhan also urges for mora-
torium on payment of principal
and interest for loans up to a
period of one year.

nal reported a massive 90 per
cent year-on-year decline in
consolidated net profit to Rs
25 crore for the first quarter
of the current financial year,
compared to Rs 253 crore in the
same quarter of the previous
fiscal year.

According to its stock ex-
change filing, Zomato's net prof-
it decreased by 35.89 per cent
on a sequential basis (month-
over-month) from Rs 39 crore
in the Q4 FY25. The operator
of Zomato and Blinkit report-
ed operating revenue of Rs 7,167
crore, an increase of about 70
per cent from Rs 4,206 crore in
the previous year.

In terms of profitability,
consolidated Adjusted Earn-

nglty on Eternal

Besides, expanding PLI
schemes, enhancing infra-
structure, and investing in
cold-chain/storage assets to
strengthen competitiveness
and aggressive market diver-
sification through accelerated
trade agreements (FTAs) with
the EU, Oman, Chile, Peru,
GCC, Africa, and other Latin
American countries, with a
provision for early-harvest
for labour-intensive sectors,
should be prioritised, he said.

"However, leveraging the
negotiating window for urgent
diplomatic engagement with
the US still remains the key.
Yet another approach could
be promotion of Brand India &
Innovation through enhanced
global branding, invest in qual-
ity certifications, and embed
innovation in export strategy
to make Indian goods more at-
tractive globally," the President
said.

FIEO appeals for swift, co-
ordinated action among ex-
porters, industry bodies, and
government agencies to protect
livelihoods, reinforce global
trade links, and navigate this
turbulent phase.

"The steps taken now will
determine how effectively In-
dia withstands external shocks
and reasserts its presence in
the global export landscape,"
he said.

ings before Interest, Taxes,
Depreciation, and Amortiza-
tion (EBITDA), is a financial
metric that measures a compa-
ny's operating performance by
excluding non-cash expenses
and non-operating costs like in-
terest and taxes. fell 42 per cent
year over year to Rs 172 crore in
Q1 FY26, "primarily due to the
ongoing investments in quick
commerce and going-out," the
company stated in a letter to
shareholders.

Despite ongoing investments
in new store roll-outs and sea-
sonal factors, the margins for
its quick commerce business,
Blinkit, improved from -2.4 per
cent of Net Order Value (NOV)
in Q4 FY25 to -1.8 per cent.

Sensex tumbles 849 pts
amid widespread selloff
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Mumbai, August 26: Bench-
mark BSE Sensex tumbled 849
points to close below the 81,000
level Tuesday due to wide-
spread selling pressure after
the US issued a draft notice
on the implementation of an
additional 25 per cent tariff on
Indian products.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tumbled 849.37 points, or 1.04
per cent, to close at 80,786.54
with 25 of its constituents end-
ing lower and five with gains.
During the day, the index nose-
dived 949.93 points, or 1.16 per
cent, to hit a low of 80,685.98.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
dropped 255.70 points, or 1.02
per cent, to finish at 24,712.05. In
the intra-day session, it dived
278.15 points, or 1.11 per cent,
to hit a low of 24,689.60.

Persistent foreign fund out-
flows and losses in global eq-
uities following US President
Donald Trump's firing of a Fed
governor also dampened inves-
tor sentiment, analysts said.

Realty, pharma, banking and
metal stocks bore the brunt of
the selling, while FMCG shares
displayed relative resilience
with marginal gains.

Sun Pharmaceutical was the
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Sharp fall in markets erode Rs 5.41 lakh cr of investors' wealth

biggest laggard among Sensex
firms, declining by 3.40 per cent
following reports that Donald
Trump had suggested a cut in
drug prices of between 1,400 per
cent and 1,500 per cent.

Tata Steel, Trent, Bajaj Fi-
nance, Mahindra & Mahindra,
Bajaj Finserv, Reliance Indus-
tries, Axis Bank, Tech Mahin-
dra, Adani Ports, Titan, BEL,
and Larsen & Toubro were also
among the losers.

However, Hindustan Uni-
lever, ITC, Tata Consultancy
Services and UltraTech Cement
were the gainers. Maruti Suzu-
ki India gained 1.85 per cent as
the company kicked off exports
of its first electric vehicle e VI-
TARA.

"Sentiment was largely
dampened by caution ahead of
the upcoming tariff deadline,
which weighed heavily on ex-
port-sensitive sectors," Ajit
Mishra - SVP, Research, Relig-
are Broking, said.

Market breadth was nega-
tive as a total of 2,891 stocks
declined, while 1,220 advanced
and 130 remained unchanged
on the BSE.

The BSE Smallcap index
went lower by 1.68 per cent,
while Midcap gauge slipped
1.34 per cent.

PhonePe adds new service

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, August 26: Fin-
tech major PhonePe has an-
nounced the launch of its latest
home insurance product line,
designed to offer homeowners a
simple and affordable solution
to protect their homes.

With premiums starting as
low as Rs 181 (including GST)
for coverage ranging from
Rs 10 lakh going up to Rs 12.5
crore, buyers can insure both
structure and contents of their
homes, with the convenience of
an end-to-end digital journey,
directly on their PhonePe app.

Vishal Gupta, CEO at Pho-
nePe Insurance Broking Ser-
vices, said, “We believe India’s
homeownership aspirations are
larger than ever, and PhonePe
is eager to be a part of that jour-
ney, backed by its expertise. We

are committed to making insur-
ance accessible and affordable
for every Indian”.

While most home insurance
plans come bundled with home
loans, this often comes at a
higher cost with limited flexi-
bility and the additional burden
of paperwork.

PhonePe said it aims to
bridge this gap with expertise
by offering hassle-free, trans-
parent and accessible solutions
to homeowners, whether they
have availed a home loan or not.

Users can secure their homes
and its contents (furniture, ap-
pliances, valuables, etc) against
significant risks such as fire,
floods, earthquakes, riots and
theft, amongst others. This
offers homeowners access to
a trusted and competitive in-
surance experience, all within
a few taps on the PhonePe app.

Wind energy capacity to expand: GWEC

The report says wind capacity in India is under utilised, and how the installed wind capacity can more than

double from 51 GW at present to 107 GW by 2

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 26: In-
dia's wind energy capacity is
estimated to reach 107 GW by
2030, compared to the govern-
ment target of 100 GW, accord-
ing to a report by the Global
Wind Energy Council (GWEC)
released Tuesday.

The latest report, Wind at
the Core: Driving India's Green
Ambitions and International
Influence, was unveiled in the
presence of New & Renewable
Energy Secretary Santosh Ku-
mar Sarangi.

The report details how in-
stalled wind capacity in India
can more than double from 51
GW at present to 107 GW by
2030, in line with state-level Re-
source Adequacy Plans (RAP).

This is pivotal to help India
achieve the least cost pathway
for a successful energy transi-
tion.

Further, reports from or-
ganisations like NREL, IEA,
WRI, and Lawrence Berkeley
recommend even higher wind
capacity (121-164 GW) by 2030.

Addressing grid concerns,
strengthening RPO compliance,
and aligning bidding processes
with state offtake needs could
push installations toward the
full potential, the report stated.

Sarangi said that about 30
GW of wind energy projects are
in different stages of implemen-
tation, which would be opera-
tional over the next couple of
years and hoped that this year,
India will be adding six to seven
GW of wind energy capacity.

030, in line with state-

India is now the third-larg-
est wind manufacturing hub
and is set to meet 10 per cent of
global demand and will create
1,54,000 new jobs (Scaling annu-
al installations to 15 GW), the
survey noted.

According to industry data,
last year, India recorded 3aGW
of wind energy equipment
exports, while the global size
of the export market was 117
GW, which would be 135 GW
this year.

level Resource Adequacy Plans (RAP)

Industry data also indicates
that 60 per cent of the wind en-
ergy export market is contrib-
uted by China.

Union Minister of New & Re-
newable Energy Pralhad Joshi
said, "We are committed to in-
stalling 500 GW of non-fossil
capacity by 2030, including 100
GW wind. With wind expected
to contribute nearly a quarter
of the renewable mix, India is
not only building clean energy
infrastructure, but we are also
building the future".

According to the report, In-
dia has a total wind potential of
1,164 GW, but only 4.5 per cent
of this has been utilised so far.

Scaling installations to 8 GW
(wind) annually could create
1,16,000 jobs, reduce costs by
10 per cent, and raise domestic
content to 80 per cent. The ad-
dition of 15 GW (wind) annually
could generate 1,54,000 jobs.

India's manufacturing
capacity has grown from
12 GW in 2022 to 20 GW in
2024, positioning it to meet
10 per cent of global wind
energy demand.
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ASIAN SHOOTING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Kaur's golden double for India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shymkent (Kazakhstan), Au-
gust 26: Olympian Sift Kaur
Samra pulled off an incredible
show, clinching the individual
women’s 50m rifle 3 positions
gold and helping the country
to the team title as well in the
Asian Shooting Championships
here Tuesday.

The 23-year-old world record
holder fired a superb 459.2 in
the final to beat China’s Yang
Yujie (458.8) for gold, and the
trio of Samra, stalwart Anjum
Moudgil and Ashi Chouksey al-
so bagged the top podium in the
team event with an aggregate of
1753 points.

India are placed second on
the charts with 20 medals, nine
of them gold. China are leading
the table with 24 medals, in-
cluding 13 gold.

This was Samra’s fourth Asian
Championships gold, and she
was in a different zone altogeth-

| _USOPEN |
Alcaraz, Ruud
sail through
first-round wins

AGENCIES

New York, August 26: Car-
los Alcaraz downed big-serving
American Reilly Opelka 6-4,
7-5, 6-4 to begin his campaign at
Flushing Meadows, where this
fortnight Alcaraz is aiming for
his second US Open crown and
sixth major trophy overall.

With the win, Alcaraz stays
on course in the battle for
World No 1. If the Spaniard
matches or betters Jannik
Sinner’s result, Alcaraz will
leave New York atop the ATP
Rankings.

Alcaraz boasts a season-lead-
ing 55 wins and six titles, ac-
cording to the ATP Win/Loss
Index. Last Monday, Alcaraz
lifted his first Cincinnati Open
title. Elsewhere, Casper Ruud
registered a 6-1, 6-2, 7-6(5), vic-
tory against unseeded Sebas-
tian Ofner in their first-round
match in Louis Armstrong
Stadium.

Ruud, who’s most comfort-
able on clay, has had mixed
success on the hard courts at
the Austrailian Open and US
Open since his ‘22 final run in
Flushing Meadows, where he
fell to Carlos Alcaraz in four
sets. In eliminating Ofner,
Ruud collected just his ninth
win at a hard-court Grand
Slam event since then.

Zarazua stuns Keys, Andreeva
dismantles Park

Renata Zarazua staged an
upset at The US Open by beat-
ing Australian Open champion
Madison Keys to reach the sec-
ond round. The Mexican had
scored her first ever Top 10 tri-
umph with a gruelling 6-7(10),
7-6(3), 7-5 scoreboard to down
No 6 seed Keys.

Zarazua fell in six previous
attempts against Top 10 talents,
but secured a career-best result
in three hours and 10 mins to
book a Round 2 rumble with
France’s Diane Parry. In an-
other action, Mirra Andreeva
made an impressive return to
competition on Monday night
at the 2025 US Open, dismissing
awayward Alycia Parks under
lights in Louis Armstrong Sta-
dium. Andreeva had played just
one match since Wimbledon
due to an ankle injury, while
Parks had arrived in New York
fresh off her run to last week’s
WTA Monterrey semifinals.

er in the event as she qualified
for the eight-shooter final placed
No 1 with a score of 589. Anoth-
er Indian, Shriyanka Sadandi,
who had topped the qualifica-
tion round was not eligible for
the final as she was competing
for ‘Ranking Points Only’ (RPO).

RPO shooters cannot com-
pete for medals.

Samra, who had the highest
world ranking of No 5 among
the eight finalists, had scores of
151.0, 156.2 in the kneeling and
prone positions. In the stand-
ing-elimination round, she
was simply unbeatable and led
till the end despite a late fight-
back by her Chinese rival, who
finished just 0.4 points behind
the Indian.

Japan’s Nobata Misaki (448.2)
took the bronze.

Chouksey, who had entered
the final placed fourth, ended
up seventh with 402.8 points.

Senior pro and two-time
Olympian Anjum finished

22nd in a high-class field of 41
shooters.

Samra led from the front in
the team event as well as she
guided India to the gold medal
along with Anjum and Ashi.

While Samra fired a superb
589, Ashi shot 586, and An-
jum managed 578 as the trio
clinched the top spot ahead of
Japan, who totalled 1750 and
South Korea (1745).

Juniors excel

Indian teenager shooter
Anushka Thokur bagged her
maiden international medal
in style, clinching gold in
the junior women’s 50m ri-
fle 3 positions event. She,
along with Prachi Gaikwad
and Mahit Sandhu, made it a
grand double by winning the
team gold.

A national championships
and Khelo India Youth Games
medallist, the 18-year-old
Anushka fired a brilliant
460.7 in the final to win by a

Pragg in joint lead after

facile win: Gukesh loses

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

St Louis, August 26: Indian
Grandmaster R Praggnanand-
haa scored a fluent victory over
Frenchman Alireza Firouzja
to claim the joint lead after the
seventh round of the Sinque-
field Cup, which is a part of the
Grand Chess Tour.

With his second victory
coming after a string of draws,
Praggnanandhaa joined Fabi-
ano Caruana of United States
at the top of the table with

~
.

desert Nodirbek as he lost his
fourth game in the tournament
at the hands of Duda.
Praggnanandhaa outclassed
Alireza who apparently over-

4.5  points rated his posi-
on a day SlNQUEFlELD CUP tion gfter the
when world opening.

champion The Ros-

D Gukesh was outplayed by
American Wesley So.

With Praggnanandhaa and
Caruana in front, Levon Aro-
nian and Wesley So now share
the third spot on four points
apiece while Maxime Vachi-
er-Lagrave, Duda Jan-Kryzsztof
of Poland and Samuel Sevian of
United States are jointly hold-
ing the fifth spot with a fifty per
cent score.

Gukesh and Alireza are next
in the standings on three points
each and Nodirbek Abdusattor-
ov seems destined to finish last
having just 1.5 points.

After a relative lull that
failed to provide a single de-
cisive game in the last two
rounds, the seventh round pro-
vided as many as three decisive
games out of a possible five in
this 10-player 375000 USD prize
money tournament.

Apart from Alireza and
Gukesh, lady luck continued to

AGENCIES

Xinjiang (China), August 26:
India’s young boxers are mak-
ing their presence felt at the 3rd
‘Belt and Road’ International
Youth Boxing Gala, an Inter-
national Training Camp and
Tournament for U-17, U-19, and
U-23, currently underway in
Xinjiang, China, from August
15-30, 2025. Organised by the
Chinese Boxing Federation and
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
mous Region Government, the
event has brought together top
youth boxing talent from across
the globe.

India has sent a 59-member

solimo against the Sicilian is
known to be a potent weapon
but Alireza went astray right
from the early stages of the
middle game.

Praggnanandhaa found the
right moves at the right time
and seized the initiative by at-
tacking the centre wherein his
pair of Bishops had a towering
impact on white's centre.

Alireza kept looking for some
tactical solutions that never
saw the light of the day and
ended up blundering in a lost
endgame. The game was over
in just 27 moves.

Gukesh started with the
Berlin defense as black and
Wesley decided to push for
an advantage by not going
for the traditional endgame.
The opening favoured Wes-
ley a little as Gukesh gave
the Bishop pair and it was a
dynamic balance on the board
in the early middle game.

contingent comprising 20 boys
and 20 girls, supported by 12
coaches, 6 support staff, and 1
Referee Judge. Only U-17 boys
and girls are representing India
at this edition.

The team was selected from
the 6th U-17 Junior Boys Girls
National Boxing Champion-
ships 2025, with medalists
across Asian Youth Games
and Non-Asian Youth Games
weight categories earning a
place.

The junior girls began their
bouts August 25, with Khushi
Chand (46kg) defeating China
by RSC in the 3rd round in
Ring A, and Priya (66kg) also

huge margin of five points.
South Korea’s Oh Sehee 455.7
claimed silver, while compa-
triot Sim Yeojin (443.9) took
the bronze.

Two other Indians who made
it to the eight-shooter final,
Sandhu and Gaikwad, finished
fifth and sixth respectively.

In the team category, Anush-
ka (583), Gaikwad (588) and
Sandhu (587) aggregated 1758
to win gold, while South Korea
(1740) and Kazakhstan (1706)
took the silver and bronze re-
spectively in a competition
where four teams participated.

Sameer from India bagged
the junior men’s 25m rapid-fire
bronze, notching a score of 21 in
the six-shooter final. The other
two Indians, Suraj Sharma and
Abhinav Choudhary, finished
fifth and sixth respectively.

The trio of Sameer (576),
Suraj (577) and Abhinav 571)
aggregated 1724 to finish on
top of the podium in the team
section on Monday.

India’s Haris Sabeera and
Addya Katyal took the junior
women's trap gold and silver,
shooting 39 and 38 in the final.
The trio of Sabeera (105), Addya
(110) and Bhavya Tripathi (109)
also took the trap team gold, ag-
gregating 324 in an event where
their only competitor was Ka-
zakhstan (323).

India also won the junior
men’s trap team gold after the
trio of Arya Vansh Tyagi (112),
Arjun (110) and Udhav Rathore
(106) totalled 328. Arya Vansh
also bagged the individual ju-
nior trap silver after a tense
shoot-off with Kazakhstan's
Nikita Moisseyev.

Both Arya Vansh and Nikita
were tied at the top spot, shoot-
ing 40 birds each. But Nikita
won the gold on the first tie-
shoot after Arya Vansh missed
the target.

-
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0Odisha’s Sneha Soren secures Silver medal in the Senior Women’s 53kg category at the Commonwealth Weight-
lifting Championships 2025 in Ahmedabad Tuesday

BWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Sindhu, Prannoy advance

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Paris, August 26: Star Indi-
an shuttlers PV Sindhu and
HS Prannoy advanced to the
second round of women’s and
men’s singles competitions re-
spectively with straight-game
wins at the BWF World Cham-
pionships here Tuesday.

Sindhu, a former champion,
looked nervy at the start but
slowly stepped up the pace and
sharpened her attack to outwit
world number 69 Bulgaria’s
Kaloyana Nalbantova 23-21 21-6.

The 2023 bronze winner,
Prannoy, who has slipped to
world number 34, then pre-
vailed 21-18 21-15 over Finland’s
world no 47 Joakim Oldorff in a
47-minute battle.

Sindhu will next meet Thai-
land’s Karupathevan Letshanaa,
while Prannoy is likely to take
on second seed Anders Anton-
sen. Mixed doubles pair of Rohan
Kapoor and Ruthvika Shivani
Gadde also crossed the opening

hurdle, beating Macau’s Leong
Iok Chong and NG Weng Chi 18-
21 21-16 21-18 in 47 minutes.
Sindhu, a two-time Olympic
medallist, looked nervy at the
start to fall 0-4 behind due to a
series of miscued shots early on.
From 6-2, Nalbantova gave
away few freebies as Sindhu
narrowed it to 5-7. The Bulgar-
ian kept the pressure on the
Indian to move to 9-5. A well-
placed shot followed by another
precise return saw Nalbantova
grab a 11-7 advantage at the
break. After the break, world
number 15 Sindhu unleashed a
series of smashes, including her
trademark cross-court returns,
to claw back at 12-12. With the
Bulgarian finding the net twice,

Cadillac sign veteran duo
Bottas, Perez for 2026

AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 26: Ca-
dillac have signed veteran
duo Sergio Perez and Valtteri
Bottas to be their drivers when
the team joins the Formula 1
grid for the first time in 2026.
The American squad, who are
backed by General Motors and
will be led by former Marussia
Sporting Director Graeme Low-
don, will become the sport’s
11th team next season.

Cadillac have opted for expe-
rience with their line-up, sign-
ing ‘Checo’ Perez and Mercedes
reserve Bottas — who boast 527
Grand Prix starts and 16 Grand
Prix wins between them — on
multi-year deals.

It marks a remarkable return
for the veteran duo, both 35, af-
ter they lost their respective
F1 race seats at the end of last
season. Perez took some time
out to consider his future goals
and spend time with his family
after leaving Red Bull, while
Bottas stayed in the paddock as
areserve for Mercedes following
his Sauber exit. Mexican Perez
brings immense F1 experience,
having competed for Sauber,
McLaren, and Force India/Rac-
ing Point before moving to Red
Bull, where he helped the team
win the Teams’ Championship
in 2022 and 2023.

“Joining the Cadillac Formu-
la1Team is an incredibly excit-
ing new chapter in my career,”
said Perez. “From our first

Junior boxers impress at in
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conversations, I could sense
the passion and determination
behind this project.”

“It’s an honour to be part of
building a team that can de-
velop together so that, in time,
we will fight at the very front.
Cadillac is a legendary name in
American motorsport, and to
help bring such
a fantastic com-
pany to Formula
1 is a huge re-
sponsibility, one I'm confident
of taking on.”

“I’'m proud to be part of such
an ambitious and meaningful
project from the very begin-
ning. I'm really pleased to be
part of such a dynamic line-
up, and together I believe we
can help shape this team into
a real contender, the team of
the Americas. We’re counting
on support from across the con-
tinent — and we want to make

everyone proud.”

Finland’s Bottas enjoyed in-
credible success at Mercedes,
playing a key role in the Silver
Arrows winning the Teams'
Championship every year from
2017 to 2021.

“From the moment I began
speaking with the Cadillac For-
mula 1 Team, I
felt something
different -
something am-
bitious but also grounded,” said
Bottas. “This isn’t just a racing
project; it’s a long-term vision.”

“It'snot every day that you get
a chance to be part of something
being built from the ground up
and helping shape it into some-
thing that truly belongs on the
F1 grid.” “I’ve had the honour
of working with some of the
best teams in the world, and I
can already see the same pro-
fessionalism and hunger here.”

t’l training camp

defeating China by RSC in the
3rd round in Ring B.

Same day, the junior boys
delivered strong performanc-
es with Dhruv Kharb (46kg)
defeating Iran’s Akbari Magh-
soudian Amirmahdi 5:0, Ritesh
Kumar (57kg) overpowering
Kyrgyzstan’s Ergeshov Alikhan
5:0, and Aryan (60kg) advanc-
ing against Kazakhstan’s Du-
lat Aziz via disqualification.
Despite losses for Lanchen-
ba Singh, Sahil Duhan, and
Bhavya Pratap, the team dis-
played resilience against expe-
rienced opponents.

The competition phase of the
tournament continues till August

Sindhu took a 14-12 lead.

The Indian’s deep clears
sailed out thrice as it was 15-
15. Nalbantova moved to 19-17
after Sindhu’s net shot tumbled
inside after kissing the net.

After Sindhu levelled things
with a fine net shot, she went
long again as the Bulgarian had
a game point but Nalbantova
sprayed into the net as it was
20-20. A forehand slice went to
net as the Bulgarian grabbed
a second game before not only
squandering it again but hand-
ing her fancied opponent the
game point once more. Sindhu
sealed it this time.

Prannoy vs Oldorff

Prannoy fell behind a bit
early on but found his range
soon to turn the tables at 8-7
with his round-the-head cross-
court smashes. The Indian con-
trolled the rallies, making his
opponent twist and turn to set
up the points and finishing with
his smashes.

SHORT TAKES

Free entry for fans
at Hockey Asia Cup

Rajgir: Hockey India Tuesday
announced free entry for fans

for the Asia Cup beginning here
August 29. Fans can register for
their free tickets by visiting www.
ticketgenie.in or Hockey India app,
where they will receive a virtual
ticket upon completion of the
process.“This system has been
designed to provide a seamless
and hassle-free experience,
eliminating the need for physical
redemption and ensuring smooth
access to the venue,” said
Hockey India in a statement.

The Hero Men’s Asia Cup will
feature eight top Asian nations --
India, Japan, China, Kazakhstan,
Malaysia, Korea, Bangladesh, and
Chinese Taipei.

Sneha, Amandeep
headline Hero
Women’s Pro Golf Tour

Bangalore: Sneha Singh and
Amandeep Drall, fresh off a stint
in Sweden, will headline the 12th
leg of the Hero Women'’s Pro Golf
Tour at Clover Greens, starting
Wednesday. Last week’s winner
Heena Kang, who claimed her
maiden title, has withdrawn from
the Rs 15 lakh event citing a
back strain. A total of 34 players
including five amateurs will tee
up this week at Clover Greens,
which recently hosted a men’s
professional event also. Sneha
and Amandeep, who among
others are trying to get ready
for the upcoming Hero Women’s
Indian Open by playing as many
events ahead of it as possible,
will be among the leading
contenders.

in China

29 in Urumgqi and Yili, with both
boys and girls aiming to showcase
India’s emerging boxing talent on
the international stage.

Meanwhile, the Boxing Fed-
eration of India (BFI) has sent
a strong 27-member Indian
senior boxing contingent to
Sheffield, United Kingdom,
for a high-intensity combined
training camp in the lead-up
to the World Boxing Champi-
onships. The move is part of
BFTI’s continued efforts to give
Indian boxers international
exposure and the best possible
preparation by ensuring they
acclimatise to conditions well
before the tournament.
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