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Bhubaneswar, August 27: A 
portion of a wall, and a shed of 
a platform at Cuttack railway 
station collapsed and fell on 

the track during the ongoing 
redevelopment work Wednes-
day, offi cials said, adding that a 
person sustained injuries.

Movement of trains came to 
a grinding halt for over three-

and-a-half hours following the 
incident. However, train ser-
vices resumed around 7:20pm.

Due to the wall collapse at 
Platform No-1, the roof of a 
shed also caved in and fell on 

the tracks, an offi cer of East 
Coast Railway (ECoR) said.

“During redevelopment 
works at Cuttack railway sta-
tion, some construction work 
was being carried out with 

adequate safety precautions. 
Unfortunately, at 3:45pm, an 
old wall collapsed onto the plat-
form, temporarily hampering 
train movement on Platforms 
1 and 2,” the ECoR said in a 

statement.
According to an eyewitness, 

the incident took place soon af-
ter a Vande Bharat train passed 
the railway station.

“It is stated that one person 
sustained minor injuries in the 
incident and he has been hos-
pitalised,” said Pradeep Kumar 
Behera, additional divisional 
railway manager (Operation) 
of Khurda Road Division.

“The structure that collapsed 
was very old. As redevelopment 
work was going on, no public 
was allowed near that stretch,” 
Behera said.

Train services on the affected 
track were restored in the eve-
ning, he added.

“A Bhubaneswar-Balasore 
MEMU train passed through 
Platform No-1 at 7:20pm,” the 
ECoR said in a statement.

Cuttack Deputy Commission-
er of Police (DCP) Khilari Ri-
shikesh Dnyandeo said, “Soon 
after the incident, Government 
Railway Police (GRP), Fire 
Service, Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) and a medical team 
reached the spot.”
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Cuttack rail station shed caves in

Restoration work in full swing after a roof and a wall collapsed at Cuttack Railway Station Wednesday   PTI PHOTO

REUTERS 

New Delhi, August 27: India 
saved billions of dollars by step-
ping up imports of discounted 
Russian oil in the wake of the 
war in Ukraine, but punitive 
tariffs imposed by US that 
came into effect Wednesday 
will quickly undo the gains, 
with no easy solutions in sight.

Analysts estimate India has 
saved at least $17 billion by 
increasing oil imports from 
Russia since early 2022. US 
President Donald Trump’s de-
cision to impose tariffs of up to 
50% on Indian imports could 
slash exports by more than 
40%, or nearly $37 billion, this 
April-March fi scal year alone, 
according to New Delhi think-
tank Global Trade Research 
Initiative (GTRI).

The fallout from the tariffs 
will be lingering, and could 
be politically debilitating for 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

with thousands of jobs at risk 
in labour-intensive sectors such 
as textiles, gems, and jewellery.

India’s response in the com-
ing weeks could reshape its 
decades-old partnership with 
Russia and recalibrate its in-
creasingly complex ties with 
the US, a relationship Washing-
ton sees as vital to countering 
China’s growing infl uence in 
the Indo-Pacifi c, analysts said.

“India needs Russia for de-
fence equipment for several 
more years, cheap oil when 
available, geopolitical support 
in the continental space and po-
litical backing on sensitive mat-
ters,” said Happymon Jacob, 
the founder of Delhi’s Council 
for Strategic and Defence Re-
search. But he added: “Despite 
trade tensions with Washing-
ton, US continues to be India’s 
most important strategic part-
ner. India simply doesn’t have 
the luxury of choosing one over 
the other, at least not yet.”
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Bhubaneswar, August 27: A 
day before the agrarian festival 
‘Nuakhai’, Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi Wednesday 
disbursed `1,041 crore to the 
bank accounts of more than 51 
lakh farmers as the third in-
stalment under the CM-Kisan 
Yojana.

Each benefi ciary, mostly 
small and marginal farmers, 
received `2,000 as fi nancial as-
sistance for the upcoming Rabi 
crop season. 

Under the scheme, eligible 
farmers receive `4,000 per an-
num in two instalments – one 
during ‘Akshaya Tritiya’ and 
the other during ‘Nuakhai’. 

This was the third such in-
stalment since Majhi assumed 
offi ce in June 2024. 

The money was directly de-
posited in the bank accounts of 
farmers through direct benefi t 
transfer (DBT).

Deputy CM KV Singh Deo, 

who also holds the Agricul-
ture portfolio, was present on 
the occasion. 

The assistance will help 
farmers meet expenses for ear-
ly farming activities during the 
2025-26 Rabi season, he said, 
expressing satisfaction over 
the record grain production in 
the state.

Earlier, 46 lakh farmers were 
being given `4,000 per annum 
under the KALIA scheme when 
the BJD government was in 
power. 

The name of the scheme was 
changed to CM-Kisan after BJP 
came to power in June 2024. 

The new government includ-
ed 5 lakh more framers under 
scheme, an offi cial said.

Addressing the gathering on 
the occasion, Majhi said the 
BJP government is commit-
ted to multiplying the income 
of farmers through different 
schemes. 

He called upon farmers to 
diversify their activities to im-
prove their earnings. 

“We cannot make a good 
earning only by cultivating 
paddy. As most of the farmers 
in Odisha are small or margin-
al, they should also go for fi sh 
farming, poultry and other 
crops to further enhance their 
income,” Majhi said, adding 
that the income of eligible farm-
ers had increased by at least 
`58,000 in the last 14 months.

He said farmers are getting 
an additional `800 per quin-
tal of paddy above the MSP of 
`2,300, which effectively means 
that they are earning `3,100 per 
quintal.
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Bhubaneswar, August 27: A 
31-year-old man from Kolkata 
was caught with spectacles 
fi tted with hidden cameras in-
side the Puri Srimandir town 
Wednesday, police said.

Photography or videography 
in the 12th-century shrine is 
banned. 

This was the fourth case of 
a person getting caught with a 
hidden camera in the temple 
in the last few months.

In the latest case, the man, 
identifi ed as Arup Roy, was 
caught by the Jagannath Tem-
ple Police while he was shaking 
his spectacles repeatedly inside 
the main temple, Puri Super-
intendent of Police Prateek 
Singh said.

Upon close inspection, it 
was found to be fi tted with 
cameras having recording 
facilities, and he was subse-
quently detained at Singhad-
war police station, he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu/Srinagar, August 
27: After record rains wreaked 
havoc in Jammu and Kashmir 
(J&K) over the past two days, 
the death toll in related inci-
dents rose to 41, most of them 
victims of the landslide on 
a Vaishno Devi pilgrimage 
route, while there was some 
let-up in the showers Wednes-
day, allowing relief efforts to 
pick up pace.

Water level in swollen rivers 
across Jammu showed signs of 
receding from 11am, but the 
fl ood alert mark was breached 
by the Jhelum in Anantnag and 
Srinagar. Water entered sever-
al residential and commercial 
areas, said sources.

Massive damage has been re-
ported to public infrastructure, 
including several key bridges, 
private houses and commercial 
establishments, due to over-
fl owing of water bodies and 
fl ashfl oods across the Union 
Territory (UT), offi cials said.

More than 10,000 people have 
been evacuated from low-lying 
fl ooded areas, they added.

As torrential rains disrupt-
ed normal life, J&K Educa-
tion Minister Sakina Itoo an-
nounced that all educational 
institutions will remain closed 
across the UT Thursday.

Northern Railways ordered 
cancellation of 58 trains to 
and from Jammu and Katra 
stations, while 64 trains were 
short-terminated or short-origi-
nated at various stations.

Jammu has recorded 380 mm 
of rainfall in the past 24 hours 
ending at 8:30am Wednesday, 
which is the highest for a 
24-hour period since 1910 when 
the observatory was set up in 
the winter capital. 

PM Narendra Modi said his 
prayers are for everyone’s safe-
ty and well-being.  P9

ONE PERSON SUSTAINED 
MINOR INJURIES IN THE 
INCIDENT AND HE HAS 

BEEN HOSPITALISED, SAID 
AN EAST COAST RAILWAY 

OFFICIAL

51L get `1,041cr CM-Kisan aid Visitor caught with 
spy cam in Srimandir

Russian oil gains wiped 
out by Trump’s tariffs

Rain mayhem: Toll 
mounts to 41 in J&K



Bhubaneswar: Odia film-
maker Akshay Kumar Parija 
has taken the state’s cinema to 
a global level. His latest film, 
Papa Buka, as co-producer, has 
been selected as Papua New 
Guinea’s official entry for the 
98th Academy Awards (Oscars) 
2026 in the Best International 
Feature Film category.

This is the first-ever film 
made jointly by India and 
Papua New Guinea (PNG). It 
tells a powerful and emotional 
story about Indian soldiers who 
fought in PNG during World 
War II and were buried there, 
far away from home.

The plot is inspired by the re-
al-life visits of Indian leaders—
President Pranab Mukherjee in 
2016 and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in 2023—to PNG’s 
Bomana War Cemetery. Many 
Indian soldiers who died during 
the war were buried there, but 
their stories were never told.

Directed by Dr. Bijukumar 
Damodaran, a three-time Na-
tional Award winner, and 
co-produced by Tamil maverick 
Pa Ranjith, versatile actor-pro-
ducer Prakash Bare, and PNG’s 
NAFA Productions (headed by 
Noelene Taula Wunum), the 

film stars the dynamic Rit-
abhari Chakraborty and Bare 
himself in the lead roles. Gram-
my-winner Ricky Kej composed 
the movie’s music, bringing a 
hauntingly beautiful score to a 
film rooted in memory and loss.

With Papa Buka, Odisha’s 
film industry is now part of a 
global journey. The movie joins 
the legacy of Indian films like 
Lagaan and The Elephant Whis-
perers, which made India proud 
at the Oscars.                        PNN

This day, your heart is likely 
to rule your head. You will 
be driven by your moods feelings and 
sentiments. Most of the decisions will be 
based on your emotions, instead of your 
reason and experience. Ganesha urges 
you not to allow your emotionality to 
enter your professional activities. 

You will be in the mood to 
spend the day doing the 
things that you really love. 
You will consider helping people in need 
and will be in a generous mood. Your 
charitable bent of mind will bring you 
elevated social status and improved 
self-esteem, says Ganesha.

You will spend an enjoyable 
day with your favourite 
relatives and friends. In 
the offi ce also, you will be afforded rare 
co-operation from all your colleagues. 
Financial gains are indicated. It is a good 
time for lovers, who will experience an 
intimate bond with their partners, says 
Ganesha.

Logic as well as emotions 
will hold sway in your rela-
tionships today. Emotionally 
you will feel a little confused and will 
swing between your feelings and what is 
actually expected of you. However, 
fi nally you will pay more heed to your 
inner voice rather than depending on the 
views of others. 

Your stars indicate splurging 
of money today. And this 
time, you do it for your near 
and dear ones. After all, what is money 
without friends and family? You may 
even go out of your way to make them 
happy by entertaining them with outings 
and celebrations.

You feel like going back to 
carefree, childhood days. 
You even practice that by 
taking an impromptu pleasure trip, in the 
outskirts of the city. And bumping into an 
old pal, reliving your past is like an icing 
on the cake. As Ganesha says, golden 
moments are best undescribed and you 
too, by the end of the day, are speechless 
for this wonderful day!

Normally, others, especially 
colleagues get jealous of 
one's success, but yours is 
a different case. They will not only mo-
tivate you, but also guide you while you 
take up new projects and assignments. 
Not everyone is blessed with such coop-
erative colleagues, says Ganesha. 

God helps those who help 
themselves. You have expe-
rienced this plenty of times 
as your efforts have been paid off. While 
your colleagues at work may pass neg-
ative comments at your work, your boss 
will not have any complains with you. 

You will come up trumps 
against your competition 
today. This will make you 
enthusiastic about your future prospects. 
You shy away from the spotlight usually, 
but today you will fi nd yourself thrust 
into the role of a leader, as you take on 
new assignments. A progressive day 
awaits, says Ganesha.

Ganesha says that today 
will be a day where you will 
want to look good and feel good too. You 
will be able to attract people with your 
speech and your impressive personality 
today at social gatherings. Your social 
stature will also rise today. Romantic 
liaisons may take a serious turn today.

Today, you will be trying 
new things in your style of 
work. You may come across as mad, but 
there will be a method in your madness. 
Your new strategy and innovative ideas 
will give a new lease of life to the projects 
you are working on. However, you need 
to take a break from work in the evening 
and go home to your loved ones to re-
charge your batteries, advises Ganesha.

You will be the focus of 
everyone's attention today – 
for your visual appeal or for 
your abilities. Ganesha suggests that you 
should make the best of the opportunity 
and recharge yourself. You can accom-
plish quite a lot with the energy you gain.
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DENZEL WASHINGTON’S
SURPRISING REVELATION 

KRIS JENNER WON’T 
RETIRE UNTIL SHE’S 85

Two time Oscar winner Denzel Washington 
made the surprising revelation that he 
doesn’t like to watch movies and is tired of 
them.  Washington said this on a video 
interview with GQ. Highest 2 Lowest 
director Spike Lee and co-star A$AP Rocky 
were also on the show. 

The Kardashians star Kris Jenner 
has vowed to keep working until 
she’s in her 80s - insisting she won’t 
retire until she’s at least 85. The 
69-year-old manages her children's 
careers and also appears in the 
family’s reality TV show.
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Mumbai: Sara Ali Khan, who 
comes from a multi-cultural 
family, is often seen celebrat-
ing festivals from different trad-
itions. She recently expressed 
her gratitude for being able 
to experience and embrace di-
verse cultures.

Talking about celebrating 
different festivals, Sara shared, 
“Honestly, for me, people have 
asked way too many times 
about being multicultural. But 
I simply believe I’m an Indian. 
Whatever my spiritual beliefs 
may be, at the core of it there’s 
a very strong pulse of just being 
Indian. And to me, being Indian 
means celebrating all kinds of 
festivals. We celebrate Eid, we 
celebrate Ganesh Chaturthi, we 
celebrate Christmas, and I feel 
that empathy isn’t as preva-
lent as it should be, but fes-
tivals allow for it.”

Sara highlighted how a 
sense of belonging matters 
more than anything, 
saying, “You cele-
brate Eid with a 
Muslim friend 
as fully and 
wholeheart-
edly as you 
would 
celebrate 
Ganesh 
Cha-
turthi 
with 
some-
one 
who 
has a 
Gan-
pati 
idol 

at home and has invited you 
to seek blessings and share in 
their joy. That invitation, that 
gratitude, that sense of belong-
ing… it all matters deeply.

“My favourite thing about all 
these festivals is that they fos-
ter empathy. They allow us to 
celebrate for everyone, not just 
ourselves. And in today’s world, 
I think that’s more important 
than ever,” shared Sara on 
the gratefulness of celebrating 
these festivals. 

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar: The Barsha 
Festival 2025, organised by the 
cultural organisation Chinta 
O Chetana, concluded here at 
Rabindra Mandap, Wednesday. 
The three-day event celebrated 
Odisha’s rich heritage through 
music, dance, and honours to 
distinguished artistes.

The fi nal evening began with 
an evocative Odissi recital by 
noted dancer Jyoti Rout, who 
performed Assi Ghana Kala 
Hoii La Re. This was followed 
by the ceremonial lamp-light-
ing by dignitaries, including 
Kadambini editor Itirani Sa-
manta, who graced the event 
as chief guest. Other distin-

guished guests were musician 
Laxmikant Palit, senior advo-
cate of the Supreme Court Sur-
jyanarayan Das, SHABARI
secretary Sanghami-
tra Parida, Chinta 
O Chetana pres-
ident Sahadev 
Sahoo, gener-
al secretary 
Surendra Das, 
and renowned 
presenter Mur-
tunjay Rath.

The Chinta O 
Chetana National 
Awards 2024 were present-
ed to Indian classical vocalist 
Koushik Bhattacharjee (Mu-

sic – Vocal) and Odissi expo-
nent Jyoti Rout (Dance), while 
the Barsha Awards 2024 were 
conferred upon Asif Khan 

(Tabla), Kamalaksha 
Mukherjee (Harmoni-

um), Shuvam Ghosh 
(Bharatanatyam), 
and Vidushi 
Sangita Cha-
ti (Kathak and 
Bharatanatyam).

Thanking every-
one on the occasion, 

Surendra Das said, 
“Our only mission is to 

preserve the identity, culture, 
and heritage of Odisha in the best 
possible way. We are striving to 

scale up this festival with more 
workshops and cultural pro-
grammes in the coming years.”

Chief guest Samanta praised 
the initiative, saying,“I am de-
lighted to be part of this festival. 
Surendraji has single-handedly 
carried forward this cultural 
endeavour, which is playing a 
vital role in preserving the cul-
ture and heritage of Odisha.”

The evening concluded with 
a vibrant cultural show fea-
turing classical and folk per-
formances.

OrissaPOST and Dharitri
were the print media partners 
for the event.

 RESHMI YADAV, OP

CHINTA O CHETANA’S MONSOON CELEBRATION

Curtains down on 48th Barsha Festival 

Parija’s Papa Buka gets Oscars entry

Sara’s cultural 
pluralism

Mumbai: Actress Surveen Chawla, who es-
says the antagonist in the recently released 
streaming series Andhera, is opening about 
her romance with the art of detachment.

The actress recently spoke with this 
agency during the promotional campaign of 
Andhera, and said that her sense of detach-
ment is majorly about the outcome of her 
work, the success and the fame that follow.

When asked if detachment is her 
strength as an artiste, the actress told this 
agency, “Maybe currently yes because I 
know what happened when I was too at-
tached. It's not that you are attached to a 
part, it's the attachment to the outcome of 
what you are doing”.

She further mentioned, “So you can’t 
keep thinking about, ‘I have to succeed’, 

and get obsessive about it 
because that’s when it 
moves further and fur-
ther away. It’s a little 
philosophical that 
way but I think that’s 
how you grow in terms of 
your own understand- ing 
as an individual, as just a being and that 
has created some kind of inner shift in 
me and I just want to work very hard 
to keep it that way.”

“So, going forward, I want to forget 
about the trappings, this was work. 
I did my best, I was rewarded , and I 
want to go on doing whatever comes 
next exactly like this and continue”, 
she added. IANS

Surveen on art of detachment
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SCHOOL TEACHER DIES DURING PUJA
BHUBANESWAR: Ganesh Puja celebrations turned tragic when a teacher 
of the Government Upper Primary School at Saleikena in Keonjhar district 

collapsed while offering fl owers to the deity on the institution premises 
Wednesday. “Soon, assistant teacher Chandan Kumar Jena was rushed 

to a nearby hospital, where doctors declared him brought dead,” a police 
offi cial said. The exact cause of his death is yet to be ascertained, he 

added. Jena, a native of Antarei village under Bhograi block in Balasore 
district, is survived by wife and three-year-old daughter.  
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Bhubaneswar, August 27: Nor-
mal life in Odisha was thrown 
out of gear Wednesday, as the 
low pressure-induced inces-
sant rainfall inundated several 
areas in the southern districts 
of Koraput, Malkangiri and Na-
barangpur, while over 100 vil-
lages in the north continued to 
remain marooned due to flood, 
officials said.

The entire state, including the 
fl ood-hit Balasore, Bhadrak and 
Jajpur districts, received heavy 
rain, and its intensity increased 
after the low-pressure area over 
the Bay of Bengal off Odisha 
coasts became well-marked in the 
morning, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) said.

The IMD forecast heavy to very 
heavy rainfall in Koraput and 
Malkangiri districts till 8.30am 
Thursday.

The weather offi ce also pre-
dicted heavy rainfall in 28 other 
districts.

Under the infl uence of the 
well-marked low pressure, the 
state is set to encounter anoth-
er prolonged spell of rainfall 
for the next three days, offi cials 
said. According to Revenue and 
Disaster Management depart-
ment sources, Jeypore received 
the highest 19cm of rainfall, 
followed by Kotpad (16cm), 
Borigumma (16cm), Nandahan-
di and Nandapur (13cm each), 
Lamataput and Koraput (12cm 
each) and Similiguda (11cm).

A report from Koraput dis-
trict said that some villages 
under Boipariguda block were 
inundated due to 306mm of rain-
fall. Boipariguda was followed 
by Boriguma which received 
155.8mm rainfall. Six blocks of 
Koraput received over 100mm of 
rain, while the district as a whole 
registered an average rainfall of 
115mm.

The downpour in Koraput has 
led to the snapping of road com-
munication with neighbouring 
Telangana and Chhattisgarh as 

rainwater fl owed on National 
Highway-326 near Keraput Ch-
hack under Boipariguda block.

A Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement department offi cial at 
Koraput said that the disruption 
occurred after the Kururu river 
swelled and spilled over, sub-
merging a stretch of the highway.

Traffi c on the NH connecting 
Telangana came to a standstill, 
with hundreds of vehicles, includ-
ing long-distance passenger bus-
es and goods carriers, remaining 
stranded on both sides.

Eyewitnesses said water was 
fl owing nearly four feet above the 
road, making it extremely unsafe 
for vehicles to cross.

“Buses and trucks have been 
waiting for hours. We cannot risk 
moving until the water recedes,” 
said a driver stuck on the highway.

Jeypore town also witnessed 
widespread waterlogging. Sever-
al low-lying areas were inundat-
ed as rainwater entered houses, 
forcing residents to spend hours 
draining water from their homes.

Malkangiri district also re-
ported a similar situation as the 
people were unable to come out of 
their houses due to incessant rain 
since Tuesday afternoon.

Normal life was also affected 
in Nabarangpur, Kalahandi, 
Rayagada, Gajapati, Ganjam, 
Kandhamal and other southern 
Odisha districts.

Keeping in view the incessant 
rain in the southern region, the 
Railways cancelled at least two 
trains and short-terminated sev-
eral others. The up and down 
night express trains between Vi-
sakhapatnam and Kirandul were 
cancelled Wednesday.

Another report said that 
though the water level in major 
rivers, including Subarnarekha 
and Baitarani, flew below the 
danger level at all places in 
north Odisha, the miseries of 
the people have been compound-
ed due to rain.

The affected people in Baliapal, 
Bhograi and Jaleswar in Balaso-
re district, Dasrathpur in Jajpur 
district and Dhamnagar, Tihidi 
and Bhandaripokhari in Bhadrak 
district were unable to return to 
their villages as the fl oodwater 
still stands around four feet high 
on roads even as the water level 
in rivers receded, said a Revenue 
and Disaster Management depart-
ment offi cial.

The people were being pro-
vided with cooked food in relief 
centres and dry food at villages. 
Some people stay on the fi rst fl oor 
of the pucca building in some 
villages of Balasore and Jajpur, 
they said. Water Resources de-
partment Engineer-in-Chief CS 
Padhi said no fresh fl ood threat 
has been reported from other riv-
ers across the state.

It would take some time for 
water to drain out from low-ly-
ing areas where inundation has 
occurred.

INCESSANT RAIN BATTERS LIFE
THE LOW-PRESSURE 

AREA OVER THE 
BAY OF BENGAL 

OFF ODISHA 
COASTS BECAME 
WELL-MARKED 
WEDNESDAY 

MORNING. UNDER 
ITS INFLUENCE, 

THE STATE IS SET 
TO ENCOUNTER 

ANOTHER 
PROLONGED SPELL 
OF RAINFALL FOR 
THE NEXT THREE 

DAYS
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Bhubaneswar, August 27: 
In a fi rst, Odisha will host 
the two-day ‘National Confer-
ence of Chairpersons of the 
Committees on the Welfare 
of Scheduled Castes (SCs) 
and Scheduled Tribes (STs) 
of Parliament and State Leg-
islatures’ in Bhubaneswar 
starting August 29, offi cial 
sources said Wednesday.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla is scheduled to inau-
gurate the conference which 
will be organised outside Del-
hi for the fi rst time, accord-
ing to an offi cial release.

“The fi rst conference of the 

chairpersons of committees 
on the welfare of SCs and STs 
was held way back in 1976 in 
New Delhi. Successive con-
ferences were organised in 
1979, 1983, 1987 and 2001, con-
tributing to robust dialogue 
on the varied dimensions of 
welfare and constitutional 
safeguards for SCs and STs,” 
the release said.

The Lok Sabha Speaker 
will also inaugurate an exhi-
bition and release a souvenir 
on the occasion.

Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi, Union Min-
isters Jual Oram and Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, Rajya 
Sabha Deputy Chairman 

Harivansh Narayan Singh 
and Parliamentary Commit-
tee on Welfare of SC and ST 
Chairperson Faggan Singh 
Kulaste will also address the 
conference.

Odisha Assembly Speaker 
Surama Padhy will deliver 
the welcome address at the 
conference. The two-day 
event themed on ‘Role of 
Parliamentary and Legis-
lature Committees on Wel-
fare, Development and Em-
powerment of SCs and STs’ 
will bring together over 120 
delegates. Governor Hari 
Babu Kambhampati will 
deliver the valedictory ad-
dress August 30.

In a 1st, Odisha to host nat’l
meet of SC, ST panel chiefs

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 
27: Vigilance sleuths 
Wednesday arrested 
State Tax Assistant 
Commissioner (Bhu-
baneswar-IV Circle) 
Sarita Barik on the 
charge of accepting a 
bribe of Rs 25,000 from 
a bakery owner to 
close pending show-
cause notice for pay-
ment of tax and fine.

According to the Vig-
ilance Directorate, Bar-
ik, a Class-I OFS offi cer, 
was caught while ac-
cepting the bribe inside 
her car at Madhusudan 
Nagar in Bhubaneswar 
Tuesday.

The entire amount 
was recovered from her 
possession.

The complainant, 
who runs a bakery unit, 
had earlier received 
a show-cause notice 
from Barik demanding 
payment of Rs 2,27,147 
towards reversal of the 
Input Tax Credit (ITC) 
for FY2020–21, along 
with a fi ne and penalty.

When he requested 
relief, Barik allegedly 
demanded a bribe of 
Rs 25,000 to waive the 
penalty and fi ne. The 
bakery unit owner then 
approached Vigilance 
authorities, leading to 
the trap.

Following the arrest, 
Vigilance teams con-
ducted simultaneous 
searches at three loca-
tions linked to Barik. 
At her rented resi-
dence in Bhubaneswar, 
they recovered cash 
amounting to Rs 1.45 
lakh, gold weighing 222 
grams, jewelry bills, 
documents related to 
property purchases in 
Bhubaneswar, and bank 
deposits worth around 
Rs 60 lakh.

Vigilance sleuths 
confi rmed that a case 
has been registered 
under Section 7 of the 
Prevention of Corrup-
tion (Amendment) Act, 
2018. The investigation 
is underway.

Bribery: Tax asst 
commissioner 
arrested in City

RAIN PAIN: People get off a rescue boat in a fl ood-hit area inundated with water of the swollen Subarnarekha river in 
Balasore, Wednesday  OP PHOTO
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

30.2° 32.2°
24.5° 23.2°
89% 90%

4.6mm 1.8mm

FORECAST

Generally cloudy 
sky with one or 

two spells of rain 
or thundershower

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 27: 
The Capital came alive with 
devotion and festivity as citi-
zens celebrated Ganesh Puja 
Wednesday. Despite intermit-
tent showers disrupting out-
door events, the festive spirit 
remained undeterred across 
the City.

From early morning, tem-
ples and community pandals 
in Saheed Nagar, Nayapal-
li, Unit-VIII, and Old Town 
drew large crowds of devotees 
offering prayers to Lord Ga-

nesh, revered as the remover 
of obstacles and harbinger of 
new beginnings. Schools and 
colleges marked the occasion 
with special pujas, cultural per-
formances, and distribution of 

laddus and boondi prasad.
However, rain from 

mid-morning disrupted out-
door programmes and led to 
waterlogging in parts of Acha-
rya Vihar, Baramunda, and 
Laxmisagar. Some cultural 
events were shifted indoors, 
while pandal visits slowed due 

to traffi c congestion and slip-
pery roads. 

This year, the Badagada Ga-
nesh Puja Committee created a 
61-ft idol of Lord Ganesh, which 
drew huge public attention. 
Similarly, the Saheed Nagar 
Club’s idol also became a ma-
jor attraction.

Amid the celebrations, Chief 
Minister Mihan Charan Majhi 
extended warm wishes to the 
people of Odisha. In a message 
earlier in the day, he said, 
“Heartfelt greetings and best 
wishes to all on the auspicious 
occasion of Ganesh Chaturthi. 
May Lord Ganesh’s boundless 
grace bring happiness and pros-
perity to everyone’s lives.”

This year also witnessed a 
shift towards eco-friendly cele-
brations, with many pandals in-
stalling clay idols and adopting 
plastic-free decorations. Sever-
al youth clubs in Bhubaneswar 
used the occasion to promote 
awareness on environmental 
responsibility.

The Ganesh Visarjan (immer-
sion) is scheduled for September 
1, with authorities urging citi-
zens to remain cautious amid 
forecasts of continued rainfall. 

Bhubaneswar Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) has 
launched a special initiative 
for waste management during 
Ganesh Puja. Dedicated vehi-
cles have been deployed in all 
three administrative zones 
to collect devotional flowers 
from pandals. 

As per records, there are 179 
pandals in the South Zone, 122 
in the South-East Zone, and 70 
in the North Zone. Zonal Com-
missioners have already held 
meetings with pandal com-
mittees. Each zone has one 
vehicle that will visit pandals 
twice a day, with local sanita-
tion inspectors coordinating 
the collection. The puja waste 
will be transported to the 
Pokhariput Micro Composting 
Centre (MCC) for processing.

Ganesh Puja celebrated with grandeur
Despite intermittent 
rain, large crowds of 
devotees thronged 

pandals as the festive 
spirit remained high 

across the City

Dharitri and Orissa POST Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy with staff during Ganesh Puja celebrations on the 
newpapers’ offi ce premises in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday    PICS: BIKASH NAYAK

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 27: 
The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) 
Wednesday described the roof 
collapse on Platform-1 of Cut-
tack Railway Station as “unfor-
tunate” and blamed the railway 
department and contractor for 
negligence. The party demand-
ed a thorough probe into the in-
cident and strict action against 
those responsible.

The party alleged that the 
prolonged and sluggish pace of 
modernisation and repair work 
at the busy station has been 
causing severe inconvenience 

to passengers. It said today’s 
incident exposed serious lapses 
in supervision of the ongoing 
construction.

Soon after the mishap, 

Choudwar-Cuttack BJD MLA 
Souvic Biswal, Cuttack Mayor 
Subash Singh, and district BJD 
president Prafulla Singh visited 
the site, inspected the damage, 

and oversaw rescue operations.
Biswal demanded immediate 

completion of the long-pending 
construction works, while May-
or Singh blamed the contrac-
tor’s reckless attitude for the 
accident. 

He noted that one person had 
been injured and hospitalised, 
and urged the railway depart-
ment to prevent such incidents 
in future.

Singh said it was only by the 
grace of Lord Jagannath that a 
major tragedy was averted, as 
the Vande Bharat Express had 
crossed the platform just min-
utes before the collapse.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 27: 
All veterinary doctors in the 
state, from August 25, have 
been wearing black badges as 
a mark of protest after repeat-
edly drawing the government’s 
attention over the years to the 
urgent need for comprehen-
sive reforms in the veterinary 
healthcare system. 

Currently, against a required 
strength of 5,000 doctors, only 
1,000 veterinary doctors are 
providing animal healthcare 
in the state. As a result, each 
veterinary doctor is bearing a 
workload four times heavier 
than what is reasonable. Fur-
thermore, due to the lack of pro-
motional opportunities, many 
doctors are compelled to work 
for 2 to 3 years on the same 
pay scale, alleged members of 
Odisha Veterinary Services 
Association.

To address the issue, the as-
sociation demanded a restruc-
tured system and inclusion un-
der the Central pay scales such 
as DACP (Dynamic Assured 

Career Progression) and NPA 
(Non-Practicing Allowance).

“Due to the lack of govern-
ment vehicles, block veteri-
nary offi cers and additional 
veterinary offi cers are forced 
to travel long distances daily 
using their personal vehicles 
and at their own expense. 
When faced with adverse 
weather or medical emergen-
cies, if any veterinary doctor 
fails to meet the targeted dead-
line, strict disciplinary ac-
tions are taken against them. 
Because of this fear, many 
offi cers are now prioritising 
government schemes distri-
bution over treating animals, 
resulting in poor delivery of 
veterinary services,” the as-
sociation alleged. 

In addition, the association 
has raised several other de-
mands, including regularisa-
tion of pending leave approvals, 
prevention of sexual harass-
ment cell, appropriate securi-
ty and insurance for doctors 
engaged in treatment of wild 
animals, clear duty schedules 
and work responsibilities.

Veterinary docs 
continue protest

BJD seeks probe into Cuttack stn roof collapse
Party alleges that the prolonged delay and sluggish pace of modernisation and 

repair works have been causing serious inconvenience to passengers
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 27: 
A critical round table discus-
sion, jointly organised by Nadi 
Ghati Morcha, Rastriya Jal Bi-
radari, and Mahanadi Bachao 
Andolan, on the ongoing Mah-
anadi River crisis and the wa-
ter-sharing dispute between 
Odisha and Chhattisgarh will 
be held Thursday at Mayaram 
Surjan Lokayan Hall, Raipur.

Mahanadi, stretching over 
900km and serving as a life-
line for both the states, faces 
shrinking water availability 
due to climate change, unreg-
ulated industrial use, and un-
sustainable riverbed activities. 
Experts warn that these factors 
are severely impacting the riv-
er’s ecosystem, livelihoods, and 
regional climate balance.

The dispute over water shar-
ing between both the states has 
persisted for years, despite 
efforts by both the state gov-
ernments and the Central gov-
ernment. The Mahanadi Water 

Dispute Tribunal has recently 
initiated dialogue with the two 
states, and the Ministry of Jal 
Shakti has encouraged bilateral 
talks to resolve the issue.

Renowned water conserva-
tionist Rajendra Singh, popu-
larly known as ‘Jal Purush’, 
will preside over the discus-
sion, which will bring together 
river experts, representatives 
of river movements, and com-
munities dependent on the riv-
er from both states.

Organisers said the outcomes 
of the meeting will be presented 
to the Chief Ministers of Odis-
ha and Chhattisgarh and to the 
Tribunal to aid in formulating 
equitable water-sharing poli-
cies and restoring the health 
of the river.

“This is not just a legal or 
political issue. The survival of 
millions, the river’s ecosystem, 
and the region’s environmental 
balance depend on collective 
action,” the organisers stated.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 27: 
DAV Public School, Unit-VIII, 
Bhubaneswar, celebrated its 
54th Foundation Day Wednesday 
with grandeur and enthusiasm. 
The occasion was marked by a 
colourful cultural extravaganza 
featuring spirited performances 
and loud applause from an ap-
preciative audience.

The highlight of the celebra-
tion was the Foundation Day 
Address by Padma Shri award-
ee Ashok Kumar Mahapatra, 
who delivered an inspiring 
talk. Stressing the need for a 
holistic approach to education, 
he said, “Education is not lim-
ited to knowledge, package or 
success; it is the integration of 
physical, mental, spiritual and 
social well-being. Lead a content 
life with a healthy body, stable 
mind, and peaceful soul.”

Regional Director of DAV 
Institutions, Odisha, Keshab 
Chandra Satpathy, extended 
warm wishes on the occasion 

and prayed for the institution’s 
continued success and growth. 
Upholding its commitment to 
social responsibility, the school 
organised a blood donation camp 
in collaboration with Capital 
Hospital on the eve of Founda-
tion Day. The camp saw over-
whelming participation, with 
202 units of blood collected, re-
fl ecting the school’s strong spirit 
of community service.

As part of its focus on health 
and wellness, the school organ-
ised a wellness talk in collabora-
tion with Manipal Hospitals, Bhu-
baneswar. Conducted by Sibani 
Shankar Tripathy, the session 
on ergonomics highlighted pos-
tural defects and offered practi-
cal corrections to improve daily 
physical well-being. Adding an 
environmental touch to the cel-
ebrations, a plantation drive was 
carried out under the leadership 
of Chairman Santosh Upadhyay 
and Principal Ipsita Das, aimed 
at enhancing green cover and 
fostering environmental aware-
ness among students and staff.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 27: 
The East Coast Railway (ECoR) 
has set a new benchmark in 
freight transportation by cross-
ing the milestone of 100 million 
tonne of unloading within just 
148 days of the current fi nancial 
year.

As of August 26, ECoR has 
unloaded 100.55 million tonne, 
registering an impressive 8 
per cent growth compared to 
the same period last year, an 
increase of 7.43 million tonne.

Among the divisions, Khurda 
Road Division accounted for the 
highest share with 58.1 million 
tonne, followed by Waltair Di-
vision with 25.46 million tonne, 
and Sambalpur Division with 
17 million tonne.

ECoR continues to play a piv-
otal role in meeting the logistics 
requirements of vital industries 
and major ports under its juris-
diction, including Paradeep, 
Visakhapatnam, Gangavaram, 
Gopalpur, and Dhamra.

Experts, activists to discuss Mahanadi dispute today
Water row drags on for years despite state and Centre’s interventions

DAV Unit-VIII marks 54th Foundation Day

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 27: 
A delegation from the Karna-
taka government commended 
the Odisha government for its 
efforts in creating a strong skill 
development ecosystem aimed 
at enhancing youth employabil-
ity in the state. 

According to an offi cial state-
ment, Odisha Skill Development 
Technical Education (SDTE) 
Minister Sampad Chandra 
Swain held an insightful inter-
action with a high-level delega-
tion from Karnataka at Khara-
vel Bhawan in Bhubaneswar. 

The 22-member delegation 
was led by Karnataka Higher 
Education Minister MC Sud-
hakar and Medical Education, 
Skill Development, Entrepre-
neurship Livelihood Minister 
Sharan Prakash R Patil. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Swain said, “The decision to 
visit Odisha refl ects the success 

of the state’s consistent efforts 
in building a strong and vibrant 
skilling ecosystem. Our govern-
ment, under the leadership of 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi, has laid renewed empha-
sis on skilling.” 

“The results of these focused 
initiatives will be visible in 
the days to come. Our vision 
is to build a Skilled-in-Odisha 
workforce that is globally com-
petitive. In this journey, we 
have placed strong emphasis on 
innovation, industry collabora-
tion, and global exposure for our 
youth,” Swain further added. 

The delegation expressed 
appreciation for Odisha’s for-
ward-looking approach in cre-
ating a robust and sustainable 
skilling ecosystem, one that 
not only equips youth with 
future-ready skills but also 
strengthens the education in-
dustry connect, enhances em-
ployability, and ensures inclu-
sive growth.

K’taka delegation hails 
Odisha’s skill framework

ECoR unloads 100 MT  
freight in record days

WINNERS ASSOCIATION 
SAHEED NAGAR UNIT-VIII ALL NEWSPAPER SUPPLIERS SOCIAL WELFARE ASSOCIATION

BRIGHT STAR YOUTH 
ASSOCIATION BADAGADA
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Keonjhar, August 27: An 
idol maker was allegedly 
drugged with spiked tea and 
robbed of cash worth lakhs 
and a mobile phone Tuesday 
night near the district Col-
lector’s office in Keonjhar, 
police said.

The victim was identified 
as Dilip Kumar Rana, a res-
ident of Nelung village un-
der Sadar block. Rana’s son, 
Ashutosh, filed a written 
complaint at the Town police 
station Wednesday. Police 
have registered a case and 
launched an investigation.

 Police said Rana had been 
selling Ganesh idols on the 
footpath near the Omfed 
Parlour outside the district 
Collector’s office when a 
man posing as a customer 
approached him around 8:30 
pm. The suspect took Rana to 
a banyan tree inside the of-
fice premises to negotiate the 
idol's price and offered him 
tea. After drinking it, Rana 
fell unconscious.

The assailant then fled 
with Rana’s phone and cash, 
reportedly worth lakhs of 
rupees. Rana was admitted 
to the district headquarters 
hospital in Keonjhar, where 
he regained consciousness 
Wednesday morning and re-
vealed details of the incident.

Town police station IIC 
Srikant Sahu said the case is 
being investigated from all 
angles.
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Sonepur, August 27: The pace 
of development in Subarnapur 
district has failed to gain mo-
mentum, with several projects 
remaining incomplete even af-
ter decades. The situation has 
triggered public debate about 
the district’s growth trajectory.

One of the most awaited proj-
ects was the construction of a 
ring road around Subarnapur 
town, envisaged to protect resi-
dents from the recurring fl oods 
of the Mahanadi and Tel rivers. 
The foundation stone for the 
project was laid in 2011 by then 
chief minister Naveen Patnaik. 
However, 14 years on, the proj-
ect is still far from completion.

Owing to constant tussles 
between the Works and Water 
Resources departments, the 
long-cherished project has now 
plunged into uncertainty. The 
contract for constructing the 
crucial portal frame bridge was 
awarded to ARSS Infrastruc-
ture Projects Ltd, but the fi rm 
abandoned the work midway. 
Although the bridge was sched-
uled for completion in 2022, only 
10 per cent of the work has been 
done. For the past two-and-a-
half years, construction has re-
mained stalled, leaving people 
to wonder when the project will 
fi nally be completed and when 
they can avail themselves of its 
benefi ts.

Initially, the Water Resourc-
es Department had built earth-
en embankments to protect the 
growing town from fl oods and 
ease traffi c congestion. But 
since the missing link — the 

portal bridge — could not be 
designed, the work was trans-
ferred to the Works Department. 
The department subsequently 
built a 1,500-metre embankment 
road from the Mahanadi bridge 
and a 2,400-metre stretch from 
the Tel bridge up to Badabazar, 
along with retaining walls and 
two large culverts.

However, the vital 1,150-me-
tre portal frame bridge from 
Kumbharpada to Dasamatighat 
could not be built. Six-and-a-half 
years ago, a tender worth ̀ 56.09 
crore was fl oated, with funding 
from the Water Resources De-
partment.

The plan included 45 piers 
and two abutments, but delays 
in providing drawings and de-
signs for pier points by senior 
offi cials stalled progress. The 
contractor showed negligence, 
completed only a few piers, and 
eventually abandoned the proj-
ect, citing losses.

Subsequently, the Works 
Department in Subarnapur 
prepared a fresh cost estimate 
of `81.15 crore for the remain-
ing work. The Superintending 
Engineer of Works Department 
in Subarnapur forwarded the 
proposal for the tender to the 
Offi ce of the Engineer-in- Chief 
in Bhubaneswar. Although the 
Water Resources Department 
had sanctioned `56 crore earli-
er, the project now requires ad-
ditional funds owing to delays. 
It remains uncertain whether 
the department will release the 
extra amount.

Recently, the Engineer-in 
Chief of the Works Department 
wrote to his counterpart in the 
Water Resources Department, 
seeking administrative approv-
al and the required funds so that 
tenders could be invited. But no 
response has been received yet, 
leaving the portal frame bridge 
project mired in uncertainty.

PNN & AGENCIES

Jajpur, August 27: Former 
Finance Minister Prafulla 
Chandra Ghadei has urged 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi to take immediate steps 
to reopen the Mideast Integrat-
ed Steels Limited (MISL) plant 
at the Kalinga Nagar Industrial 
Complex in Jajpur district.

In a letter to the Chief Minis-
ter Tuesday, Ghadei noted that 
MISL was the fi rst steel project 
set up at Kalinga Nagar Indus-
trial Complex by the MESCO 
Steel Group in 1993.

He said over 200 families 
from Khurunti, Siaria, and 
Nanagobindapur villages in 
Sukinda and Danagadi blocks 
of Jajpur district lost 650 acres 
of land for the steel plant. In 
addition, the state government 
also allotted 150 hectares of 
iron ore mines in the Barbil 
sector of neighboring Keonjhar 
district for the plant’s captive 
consumption.

 “Odisha Industrial Infra-
structure Development Cor-
poration (IDCO) had provided 
a soft loan in the form of a steel 
bond to set up the plant. The 
Centre also provided a dedi-
cated railway line to augment 
MISL’s production and produc-
tivity,” Ghadei wrote. Howev-
er, he expressed concern over 
the plant’s closure.

“It is a matter of great con-
cern that despite all coopera-
tion, MESCO Steel authorities 
closed the plant and stopped 
production since February 12, 
2020, resulting in more than 
2,000 workers losing their 
livelihoods, both directly and 

indirectly,” he said.
Ghadei added, “When your 

government is taking proac-
tive steps, like the previous 
government to invite investors 
and establish new projects for 
employment and revenue 
generation, the case of this 
closed industry and the un-
told sufferings of retrenched 
workers’ families should not 
be overlooked.”

He requested the Chief Min-
ister to intervene and take 
steps for the immediate reopen-
ing of the plant in the larger 
interest of the displaced fam-
ilies, who have been rendered 
jobless and landless.

Ring road works stalled amid 
funds crunch, approval delays POST NEWS NETWORK

Nilagiri, August 27: Two sus-
pected poachers have been ar-
rested after being caught on trap 
cameras inside Kuldiha Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Balasore district, 
forest offi cials said Wednesday.

According to offi cials, the 
accused men were identifi ed as 
Dam Samad, 23, and Sudarshan 
Biswal, 58, of Pindabasa village 
under Oupada police limits in 
Balasore district. A loaded coun-
try-made gun, ammunition, bow 
and arrows, axe, knife, snare, 
deer antlers and other weapons 
were seized from their posses-
sion. Both the accused were 
booked under relevant provi-
sions of the Wildlife Protection 
Act and produced in a court. A 
case-08K/2025-26 has been regis-
tered, and further investigation 
is underway, forest offi cials said

The cameras recorded them 
entering the sanctuary with 
the intention of poaching wild 

animals in the wee hours of 
August 9. The images were cap-
tured by two tracking cameras 
installed at Kankadabila area in 
the Chemchata forest beat under 
Jharanaghati forest section.

Following routine checks, for-
est personnel of Kuldiha and Soro 
forest ranges launched a search 
operation and apprehended 
the suspects from their homes 
around 6:15am August 26. 

Kendrapara:  Forest personnel of Bhitarkanika National Park rescued 
an 8.2-foot-long estuarine crocodile from a village pond in Gupti, under 
Rajnagar block. The crocodile was captured with the help of a fi shing net 
from the pond belonging to Rabindra Mohanty of Gupti village. Forest 
offi cials said the saltwater crocodile might have strayed from nearby 
water bodies. The reptile was later released into Gupti’s Habali creek.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bonai, August 27: A Royal 
Bengal tiger has been spotted 
in the forests under Bonai for-
est division of Sundargarh dis-
trict after reportedly moving in 
from the Bamra forest division 
in Sambalpur district. 

Forest offi cials confi rmed its 
presence through its pugmarks 
and camera trap images. The 
big cat is currently roaming in 
and around the jungles under 
the Sol forest range, offi cials 
said. The forest department 
stated in a press release that the 
animal may be searching for a 
suitable habitat with food, shel-
ter and breeding ground. To en-
sure its safety, forest personnel 
have been deployed to remove 
snares, barbed wire and other 
traps that could endanger wild-
life. Patrolling has also been 

intensifi ed in the area.
Experts note that the dense 

forests under Bonai forest di-
vision provide an ideal habitat 
for tigers. Last year, a similar 
big cat was photographed in 
the camera trap installed in 
the Toda reserve forest under 
the same forest division. Lo-
cals and wildlife activists have 
urged the forest department to 
create a safe sanctuary for the 
newly spotted tiger.

Local intelligentsia and en-
vironmental protection groups 
argue that Bonai is the only via-
ble option in the state for a tiger 
reserve because of its dense for-
est cover and favorable environ-
ment. The Bonai Intellectual Fo-
rum has demanded to establish 
a tiger sanctuary combining the 
three forest ranges of Gurundia, 
Jarda and Sole under the forest 
division. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nilagiri, August 27: A festive 
Ganesh Puja celebration at a 
school in Nilagiri of Balasore 
district turned tragic Wednes-
day when a 15-year old boy 
collapsed and died suddenly in 
front of classmates.

The victim was identifi ed 
as Priyanshu Pritam, son of 
Malati and Lakshminarayan 
Dasbabu of Siadimal village 
in Siadimal panchayat of Nil-
agiri block. The deceased was 
a student of Class-IX of nearby 
Jadida Radhamadhabjew High 
School. Witnesses said Priyan-
shu, after joining the morning 
rituals at school, was singing 
and playing with friends near 
the idol when he suddenly com-
plained of chest pain and fell to 
the ground. Teachers rushed 
him to the nearest hospital 
where  Teachers rushed to his 
aid, but he was already unre-
sponsive. Teachers and parents 
rushed him to the Nilagiri hos-
pital where doctors conducted a 
check-up and pronounced him 
brought dead.

Priyanshu was the elder of 
two sons of Dasbabu and his 
wife. News of his sudden death 
has left his family, teachers, 
and fellow students in shock. 
The whole village was envel-
oped in grief following after re-
ports surfaced about his death.

NARENDRA RAUT, OP

Koraput, August 27: Res-
idents of Koraput district 
have long demanded a direct 
daytime train service to Bhu-
baneswar, citing diffi culties 
faced by students, govern-
ment employees, and patients 
who frequently travel to the 
state capital. Most trains on 
the route currently run late 
at night or during odd hours, 
causing inconvenience and 
safety concerns, particularly 
for women and elderly pas-
sengers.

Responding to the 
long-standing demand, Kora-
put MLA Raghuram Machha 
addressed the matter Tuesday 
afternoon at his residence in 
Koraput. Around 4pm, he in-
formed that he had personally 
met Union Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw and for-
mally submitted the request 
on behalf of residents.

“The residents of Koraput 
have been consistently de-

manding a daytime train. As 
their representative, I placed 
this matter before the Railway 
Ministry, and the minister has 
assured me that a daytime ser-
vice between Koraput and Bhu-
baneswar will be introduced 
soon,” Machha said.

The announcement has 
sparked optimism among lo-
cals, many of whom believe 
that such a service will not on-
ly ease travel but also promote 
trade, education, and tourism 
in the tribal-dominated dis-
trict. Social activists, business 
owners, and frequent commut-
ers have welcomed the assur-
ance, calling it a “much-needed 
step” toward improving con-
nectivity between the remote 
district and the state capital. 
Although the exact schedule 
and launch date are yet to be 
fi nalized, residents remain 
hopeful that the long-awaited 
service will soon become a re-
ality, signifi cantly  strengthen-
ing Koraput’s link with the rest 
of Odisha.

Trap cameras help nab 
two poachers in Kuldiha 
Wildlife Sanctuary

POST NEWS NETWORK

Purushottampur, August 27:  
Police in Purushottampur of 
Ganjam district, recovered the 
decomposed body of a young man 
Wednesday from a roadside hut 
near Pandia Chhak. The victim 
has been identifi ed as Lokman 
Sheikh, 45, a labourer from Deba-
daspur village under Samarganj 
police limits of Murshidabad dis-
trict in West Bengal.

After recovering the body, 
Purushottampur SDPO Sujit 
Nayak and IIC Rajesh Nayak 
visited the site to investigate 
the circumstances. Offi cials said 
initial observations indicated it 
was a premeditated murder.

According to the investiga-
tion, Sheikh had been work-
ing as a labourer with sever-
al West Bengal workers on a 
bridge repair project over the 

Rushikulya river near Pandia 
Chhak, being carried out by 
the Hercules Structure System 
company. A dispute broke out 
among the workers Sunday 
night. Sheikh was allegedly 
attacked and killed by several 
of his co-workers using blunt 
weapons and his body was 
dumped in a roadside hut.

The decomposed body was 
discovered later due to the foul 
smell, prompting police to reg-
ister a case (675/25) and sent 
the remains to MKCG Medical 
College and Hospital at Brahma-
pur for post-mortem. Authori-
ties are questioning the other 
labourers and company staff 
involved in the project. Mean-
while, some workers and em-
ployees of the contractor com-
pany have reportedly withheld 
information about the incident 
from police.

Ex-fi nance minister urges CM 
to reopen steel plant in Jajpur

Student dies during 
Ganesh Puja celebrations

Idol maker drugged, 
robbed in Keonjhar

Royal Bengal Tiger spotted 
in Sundargarh forest

Koraput MLA meets Vaishnaw 
over daytime train to BBSR

Bhitarkanika offi cials rescue 8.2-foot crocodile

Decomposed body of West 
Bengal labourer found

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, August 27: With 
the arrival of the night, western 
Odisha is abuzz with the grand 
festival of Nuakhai. Prepara-
tions are in full swing, and both 

villages and towns have taken 
on a festive look. Nuakhai mar-
kets are bustling with activity 
as people fl ock to shop.

In Sambalpur city, special 
Nuakhai markets have been 
set up Wednesday from 7am 

to 10pm in several areas, in-
cluding Golbazar, Bhalupali 
Square, Dhanupali Square, Go-
bindtola Badabazar, Mudipada 
Hatli, Lakshmi Talkies Square 
to Asha Pali School Road, the 
government bus stand, Kacheri 
Square, Remed, Maneswar, 
Dhanakauda, the old bus stand 
near Mudipada Square, VSS 
Marg, Charbati Square, Bud-
haraja, Bhima Bhoi Nagar, Ka-
malibazar, Farm Road, the daily 
municipal market, Ainthapali 
to Kainsir, Khetrarajpur, and 
Ainthapali. As per tradition, 
people throng Nuakhai markets 
to buy new utensils, clothes, and 
household items.

The festive spirit is equally 
visible in villages, where roads 
and squares have been decorat-
ed with fl owers and colourful 
paper ornaments. Residents 
have adorned their homes to 
make them more attractive. 
With the arrival of family mem-
bers, both towns and villages 
are lively with celebration.

Various organisations in the 
city have decorated venues to 
mark the festival. The stages 
and auditoriums, decked up 
for cultural programmes, await 
guests, artistes, and performers. 
Many people from the region 
who live outside have returned 
home with their families, drawn 
by the nostalgia and warmth of 
their roots.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, August 27: 
Farming traditions are 
shifting, and as a result, the 
short-duration saria paddy, 
essential for the Nuakhai har-
vest festival, is becoming hard 
to find, a report said.

Nuakhai begins with an 
offering of new rice known 
as ‘Nabanna’ to Goddess Sa-
malei, the presiding deity of 
Sambalpur after which fam-
ilies eat the season’s first 
crop. Traditionally, farmers 
planted saria paddy, which 
matures in 60 days, to ensure 
fresh harvests were ready in 
time. In earlier days, sowing 

would begin on Akshaya Tru-
tiya, allowing the crop to be 
harvested by the auspicious 
fortnight of Bhadrab Shukla 
Paksha.

Now, the ritual of sowing on 
Akshaya Tritiya has become 
largely symbolic. Farmers 
typically wait for the monsoon 
rains to prepare their fields, 
delaying cultivation. As a re-
sult, saria rice is rarely avail-
able for Nuakhai, except from 
a few growers who cultivate it 
mainly for festival sales.

In towns, saria rice reaches 
the markets, but in villages, 
families struggle to procure 
it, often traveling far to bring 
some home. Alongside rice, 
families gather saru leaves, 
pumpkin greens, rakhi, and 
other ritual items, including 
kurei leaves, khali, and grains 
for offerings. During the fes-
tival, new rice, saru, and 
pumpkin greens are offered 
to deities before being eaten.

While vegetables from 
current harvests are usually 
available, saria rice has be-
come scarce. With access to 
irrigation and a focus on high-
er yields, farmers increasing-
ly prefer long-duration paddy 
varieties. Consequently, only 
select regions still grow sar-
ia paddy—either to preserve 
tradition or meet festival de-
mand.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khariar, August 27: The For-
est Department seized a leopard 
skin near Chatiaguda under 
Sinapali forest range in Nua-
pada district Wednesday. One 
person was arrested in the raid 
and later produced in court.

Although the accused is a 
resident of the Sinapali area, 
his name has not been released 
by the department, citing pos-
sible interference with the in-
vestigation.

The raid was carried out 
under the supervision of As-
sistant Conservator of Forests 
Mohammad Mustafa Saliha, 
with Sinapali forest staff tak-
ing part. Khariar divisional 
forest offi cer Ajij Khan said 
further investigation is un-
derway.

Nuakhai spirit grips Sambalpur Changing farm practices leave 
Saria paddy in short supply 

Leopard skin seized 
in Nuapada, one held



O
n 12 August, the Min-
istry of Statistics and 
Programme Imple-
mentation reported 

that retail headline infl ation for 
July had fallen to an eight-year 
low of 1.55%, dipping beneath 
the Reserve Bank of India's tar-
get band of 2-6%. The fall rep-
resented a 55 bps decline from 
June. Food infl ation turned 
negative: the Consumer Food 
Price Index recorded -1.76% 
year-over-year, with rural ar-
eas at -1.74% and urban areas 
at -1.90%. Compared to June, 
this represented a further 75 
ps drop, making July’s num-
bers the lowest since January 
2019. The decline was driven 
by a favourable base effect and 
falling prices in pulses, cere-
als, vegetables, sugar and con-
fectionery, eggs, and transport 
and communication services.

The numbers may look be-
nign at fi rst glance—lower 
prices help consumers, after 
all—but such low infl ation pos-
es risks that are more insidious 
than celebrated. Defl ation or 
near-defl ation squeezes farm 
gate prices, slashes rural in-
comes, and dampens consump-
tion in villages, which in turn 
hurts demand for tractors, fertil-
izers, two-wheelers, and staples. 
Given that agriculture employs 
43.51% of India’s workforce, a 
prolonged phase of falling food 
prices threatens not just rural 
livelihoods but the stability of 
entire sectors tethered to rural 
demand. If the trend persists, 
the government may have no 
option but to consider MSP 
hikes or rural stimulus, even 
as fi scal space narrows.

Complicating matters further 
are external trade pressures. 
The United States has pressed 
India to open its agricultural 
sector to imports, raising fears 
that subsidized, cheaper US 
food products could undermine 
domestic farmers. With fi ve 
MNCs controlling over 90% of 
global food trade, any dilution 

of protections could expose 
Indian farmers to predatory 
pricing and wipe out incomes 
for millions. Agriculture here is 
not an industry in the Western 
sense, but a livelihood issue for 
more than 700 million people. 
The political economy of food is 
therefore deeply sensitive and 
highly combustible.

The strain is not limited to 
the fi elds. India’s export growth 
is also being tested by escalat-
ing US tariffs—some as high 
as 50%—on goods like textiles, 
electronics, and other manufac-
tured items. Analysts estimate 
that this could shave between 
0.3 and 0.8 percentage points 
from GDP growth, with Morgan 
Stanley warning of the higher 
end and Moody's and Kotak of-
fering slightly milder forecasts. 

To counter these pressures, 
the government has proposed 
a GST overhaul, collapsing 
four tax slabs into two—5% 
and 18%—eliminating the 12 
and 28% brackets. This re-
form is expected to boost GDP 
by 0.6 to 0.8 percentage points 
through stronger domestic con-
sumption while streamlining 
tax compliance for exporters.

However, consumption alone 
cannot sustain growth. With 
infl ation so low, real interest 

rates have risen, tightening 
monetary conditions and dis-
couraging business borrowing 
and investment. The RBI’s 2% 
infl ation fl oor exists precisely 
to prevent such stagnation. Per-
sistently low infl ation erodes 
spending and investment in-
centives, fosters expectations 
of further price drops, and nar-
rows the central bank's ability 
to respond in downturns.

Monetary policy must work 
alongside fi scal measures. Cut-
ting policy rates would lower 
capital costs, unlock stalled 
projects in autos, electronics, 
and manufacturing, and ease 
corporate debt burdens. This 
would transform GST-driven 
consumption gains into durable, 
investment-led growth rather 
than temporary stimulus.

When the Monetary Policy 
Committee met in early Au-
gust, it projected FY26 infl ation 
at 3.1% and held the repo rate 
at 5.5%. While balanced at the 
time, July’s 1.55% print shows 
infl ation signifi cantly under-
shot projections. The central 
bank’s caution may now be 
entrenching real interest rates 
too high for an economy strug-
gling with weak investment 
and fragile rural demand.

Public capital expenditure has 

been deployed aggressively—the 
government used 20% of its Rs 
11.4 lakh crore capex budget in 
just two months, well above last 
year’s 13%. This infrastructure 
spending creates jobs and builds 
capacity, but public capex can-
not substitute for private invest-
ment indefi nitely. India’s invest-
ment-to-GDP ratio stood at just 
30.5% in Q3 FY25, a three-year 
low and well below the 40-plus 
percent needed for rapid growth. 
Private equity and venture cap-
ital investments declined 10% 
year-on-year to $16.8 billion, 
underscoring private sector 
caution amid global uncertainty.

The solution requires a bal-
anced strategy. GST reforms 
can spark consumption, mon-
etary easing can revive con-
fi dence and lower borrowing 
costs, giving private invest-
ment reason to return. Public 
capex can lay foundations but 
cannot remain the sole engine. 
India must coordinate tax pol-
icy, monetary easing, and pri-
vate sector revival to stimulate 
demand, enable investment, 
and protect rural livelihoods.

India’s July infl ation num-
ber should not create compla-
cency among policymakers. 
Low prices are not always ben-
efi cial—sometimes they signal 
danger. Without careful coordi-
nation of fi scal and monetary 
policy alongside private sector 
revival, the economy risks slip-
ping into weak demand, fragile 
investment, and rural distress. 
The challenge is real, but so is 
the opportunity: to transform 
defl ationary danger into a 
pivot toward more resilient, 
investment-led growth.

Dillip Kumar Muduli is 
a lecturer in economics at 

SVM Autonomous College, 
Jagatsinghpur. 

Sahasranshu Dash is a 
research partner at South 
Asia Institute of Research 

and Development 
in Kathmandu.

US President Donald Trump’s decision to impose new tariffs on a 
wide range of imports from India, ostensibly a penalty for buy-
ing Russian oil, represents another shock to the international 

trading system – and a sharp reversal of good relations with Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. These tariffs could disrupt the Indian 
economy, which has benefi ted immensely from global integration. 
But the greater risk lies in their potential to infl uence the country’s 
long-term strategic direction.

To be sure, several factors will mitigate the immediate impact of 
Trump’s tariffs. Despite being India’s largest trading partner, the Unit-
ed States is a distant country, and high transport costs have led India 
to diversify its trade relationships. Moreover, international markets 
are not static, and Trump’s global tariff war will redirect trade fl ows 
and reconfi gure supply chains all over the world. Indian exporters – 
like their counterparts in other countries – will invariably fi nd new 
markets, though the transition costs implied by this shift are likely 
to be high.

Consider also that the new US tariffs apply to roughly $65 billion 
in annual merchandise exports from India. With the country’s total 
merchandise exports reaching around $441 billion in the last fi scal 
year, the affected goods constitute less than 15 per cent of these trade 
fl ows. While not insignifi cant, this fi gure is unlikely to cripple India’s 
export economy.

A narrow focus on merchandise also 
overlooks the most dynamic component 
of India’s trade portfolio: services. With 
annual services exports now exceeding 
$380 billion and growing robustly, this 
sector is the true engine of India’s glob-
al economic ascent. Crucially, these ex-
ports – which include IT services, fi nan-
cial services, business-process outsourc-
ing, and research and development – are 
not subject to tariffs.

As an added benefi t, the policy un-
certainty created by Trump’s tariff war 
could accelerate multinational fi rms’ di-
versifi cation of operations away from 
America. India is well-positioned to cap-
italise on this shift, and I know from my 
own experience that Indian exporters of 
both goods and services have already be-
gun to intensify their efforts to develop 
business links in OECD (Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment) markets other than the US.

But beyond trade economics, Trump’s 
tariffs raise a larger question: What is 
India’s place in the world? Two com-
peting visions have long animated do-
mestic debate on this issue. One vision 
presents the country as outward-look-
ing and confi dent, pursuing growth by 
embracing globalisation and leverag-
ing Western technology, fi nance, and 
markets. To realise its potential, India 
must embrace deeper integration into 
the world economy.

This vision refl ects the closer ties 
that India has forged with the West in recent decades – and which 
underpinned its economic success between 1991 and 2011. The Indian 
diaspora has grown in size and prominence throughout the Western 
world, while India itself has come to rely on Western technology and 
business networks. For all the talk of enhancing economic links with 
Russia or China, good luck fi nding an elite family in India whose kids 
are studying in either country.

The opposing view portrays international engagement not as an 
opportunity for India, but as a source of vulnerability. This defensive 
posture is shaped by skepticism toward the West – a holdover from the 
colonial period – and a belief in self-reliance to the point of autarky, 
often at the expense of effi ciency and growth.

Trump’s new tariffs have provided ammunition to the proponents 
of this more insular vision by bolstering the narrative that the global 
system is unreliable, and that engagement with the West is ultimately 
harmful to India’s interests and security. To the extent that these 
arguments fi nd purchase among India’s leaders, the country risks 
embracing protectionism and nativism. Such a shift would be det-
rimental to India’s long-term prosperity, Asian security, and what 
remains of the liberal world order.

Fortunately, there are signs that the outward-looking view remains 
dominant. The free-trade agreement that India just signed with the 
United Kingdom commits it to reducing protectionist barriers. It also 
illustrates India’s willingness to pursue deeper economic links with 
OECD countries when they are based on mutual interest and respect. 
One can only hope that ongoing negotiations for a comprehensive trade 
agreement with the European Union will follow a similar trajectory, 
further anchoring India to the principles of economic openness.

America’s tariff attack has created an opportunity for India to clarify 
its strategic priorities. The country’s optimal response to US protec-
tionism is not to retaliate or retreat, but to seek and cultivate other 
partners that remain committed to rules-based international trade. 
By deepening trade and investment ties with the UK, the EU, Japan, 
and Australia, India can recalibrate its economic relationships and 
reaffi rm its commitment to the globalised economy that has served 
it so well.

The writer is Co-Founder of XKDR Forum, 
a non-profi t research organization in Mumbai. ©PROJECT SYNDICATE
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Sweeping Tariffs 

SPECTRUM SOCIETY

Structural roots of student violence

Call for self-reliance

Sir, This refers to “Additional 25% tariff from today,” Orissa POST, August 
27. The inevitability of punitive 50 per cent tariffs imposed by the United 
States will undoubtedly infl ict sharp pain on India’s export sector, with 
far-reaching ramifi cations across industries. Rising costs and reduced com-
petitiveness are harsh realities exporters must grapple with. Yet, when the 
question of economic sovereignty arises, such challenges must be viewed not 
merely as setbacks but as opportunities to strengthen resilience and pursue 
new pathways of growth. Reports suggesting that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi declined to respond to four phone calls from President Donald Trump, 
if true, refl ect a resolute stance. By refusing to sacrifi ce the interests of In-
dia's farmers, livestock and dairy sectors, and small-scale industries under 
coercive trade agreements, Modi underscored the primacy of protecting 
domestic welfare. Instead of capitulating, India must explore alternative 
markets, diversify its trade base, and foster greater self-reliance. Such a 
course will not only shield the most vulnerable sections of society but also 
enhance India’s long-term economic autonomy. In adversity lies the chance 
to consolidate strength, and India’s refusal to yield sets the stage for a more 
self-sustained, confi dent future.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

We are always surrounded by 
the things of which we think.

 THE MOTHER INDIA'S DEFLATION DILEMMA
ECONOMY

Students are among the 
most idealistic members 
of society. Their youthful 

pursuit of ideals, fuelled by pas-
sion, innocence and creativity, 
represents limitless potential 
that society can harness for its 
progressive transformation. 
Throughout history, students 
have not only participated in 
but also shaped progressive 
movements. What defi nes them 
is their selfl ess sacrifi ce for the 
greater good of society. The ques-
tion then arises: why do students 
resort to violence, bring guns in-
to classrooms, and adopt violent 
methods to express themselves? 
It is time to think beyond an es-
sentialist culture of causality 
that merely blames and crimi-
nalises students.

In a rare incident of gun vi-
olence in India, a ninth-grade 
boy shot his Physics teacher. In 
stark contrast, gun violence in 
schools is a daily tragedy in the 
United States, where an estimat-
ed 12 children are killed and 32 
students are shot and injured ev-
ery day. A study titled “Gun Vio-
lence in the United States – 2022: 
Examining the Burden Among 
Children and Teens” by the Cen-
ter for Gun Violence Solutions 
at the Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty reveals that fi rearms are now 
the leading cause of death among 
children and teenagers between 
the ages of 1 and 17. The same 
study found that, on average, 

seven young people die each day 
in the US due to gun violence. 
According to the Washington 
Post school shooting database, 
more than 390,000 students have 
been exposed to gun violence in 
schools between the Columbine 
High School massacre in 1999 
and 2024.

Student violence is not con-
fi ned to the US, but the country 
experiences the highest levels, 
largely because students face 
intense forms of capitalist 
alienation both in American 
schools and in society at large. 
Unfortunately, the epidemic of 
gun violence among students in 
the US—and the broader crisis 
of student violence, including 
suicide amongst students, 
across the world—is unlikely 
to decline. On the contrary, it 
is likely to intensify as the mar-
ketisation, commercialisation, 
and privatisation of education 
for profi t deepen under capital-
ism. This process fosters wide-
spread alienation, affecting stu-
dents in particular and society 
at large. Student violence is not 
a starting point; it is a response 
to a violent capitalist system.

The commercialisation of 
education has transformed 
teaching and learning into a 
marketplace of essentialist in-
teractions aimed primarily at 
securing grades, degrees, qual-
ifi cations, certifi cates, and lim-
ited employability skills. This 

functionalist approach has erod-
ed the critical culture of learn-
ing—one that once encouraged 
self-discovery, exploration of 
the world, and the development 
of a global consciousness that 
promotes mutual understand-
ing of human desires, needs, 
and uniqueness. The objectifi ed 
digitalisation of education in the 
post-pandemic era has further 
diminished organic interactions 
between students and teach-
ers. Learning is increasingly 
reduced to a means of securing 
employment, while its broader 
purpose—to cultivate critical, 
scientifi c, humanitarian, and 
secular consciousness capable 
of challenging and transforming 
society—has been undermined. 

The commercialisation and 
commodifi cation of education—
often justifi ed in the name of 
modularisation for essentialist 
skills, employability, and effi -
ciency of delivery within fi xed 
timescales to maximise profi t—
has undermined the emancipa-
tory foundations of education. 
The marketisation of education 
has also fuelled the empire of 
student loans, turning access 
to education into a source of 
lifelong debt trap that stripes 
away the dignity of students 
and their creative abilities.

The capitalist framework of 
education, along with its alien-
ating conditions, is deeply em-
bedded in different forms of vi-

olence. Capitalism, feudalism, 
and patriarchal structures of 
control continuously produce 
and reproduce the conditions 
that sustain such violence. 
Student violence emerges as 
an outcome of these systemic 
injustices, a manifestation of a 
criminalising environment that 
forces students to adopt violent 
means to express themselves.

The criminalisation of stu-
dents and the deployment of 
armed policing cannot resolve 
issues of student violence, as 
these are not merely law-and-
order problems. Nor can they be 
adequately addressed by reduc-
ing them to mental health issues. 
The roots of student violence run 
far deeper than surface-level ex-
planations suggest. Casual anal-
yses that link student violence 
solely to mental health or crim-
inality represent a grave injus-
tice, perpetuated by narrow and 
essentialist legal frameworks.

The struggle against the alien-
ating conditions of capitalist ed-
ucation is inherently a struggle 
against capitalism and its struc-
tures shaped by profi t, patriar-
chy, and power. Peaceful and 
fair societies produce peaceful 
campuses that enable students 
to think and express freely to 
achieve their creative abilities 
without any forms of barriers.

The writer teaches at 
the London Metropolitan 

University. 

India must coordinate tax policy, monetary 
easing, and private sector revival to 

stimulate demand, enable investment, 
and protect rural livelihoods

INDIA’S JULY 
INFLATION 

NUMBER 
SHOULD 

NOT CREATE 
COMPLACENCY 

AMONG 
POLICYMAKERS. 

LOW PRICES 
ARE NOT 
ALWAYS 

BENEFICIAL—
SOMETIMES 

THEY SIGNAL 
DANGER 

Dillip Kumar Muduli 
& Sahasranshu Dash

IT IS TIME TO 
THINK BEYOND 

AN ESSENTIALIST 
CULTURE OF 
CAUSALITY 

THAT MERELY 
BLAMES AND 

CRIMINALISES 
STUDENTS 

Bhabani Shankar 
Nayak

WISDOM CORNER
As different streams having different sources all mingle 
their waters in the sea, so different tendencies, various 
though they appear, crooked or straight, all lead to God.  
 SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

You do not need to leave your room. Remain sitting at your 
table and listen. Do not even listen, simply wait, be quiet 
still and solitary. The world will freely offer itself to you to 
be unmasked, it has no choice, it will roll in ecstasy at your 
feet. 
 FRANZ KAFKA

On the mountains of truth you can never climb in vain: 
either you will reach a point higher up today, or you will be 
training your powers so that you will be able to climb higher 
tomorrow.
 FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE

Protect federalism

Sir, This refers to “BJP-ruled states in SC 
defend powers of Guv, Prez for Bills,” Orissa 
POST, August 27. In my opinion the offi ces 
of Governors and President should not be 
allowed to function arbitrarily. The Bills 
passed by an elected government shall be 
deemed to be in the interest of the people of 
the state and under no circumstances the 
same should be stalled either by the Gover-
nor or the President beyond the reasonable 
period of time without showing suffi cient rea-
son. In order to protect the federal structure 
of the country, the apex court can certainly 
intervene as otherwise the unilateral deci-
sion of the constitutional heads may affect 
the welfare of any state, which is not legally 
permissible. In a democratic country every-
body should be loyal to the Constitution.

Arun Gupta, KOLKATA

 FOCUS

America’s tariff 
attack has created 
an opportunity for 
India to clarify its 

strategic 
priorities. The 

country’s optimal 
response to US 

protectionism is 
not to retaliate 

or retreat, but to 
seek and cultivate 

other partners 
that remain 

committed to 
rules-based 

international trade

Ajay Shah
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Thiruvananthapuram, Au-
gust 27: Bringing festive cheer 
ahead of Onam, the Kerala gov-
ernment has announced that 
nearly 24.7 lakh schoolchildren 
will receive four kg of rice each 
under the state’s mid-day meal 
scheme. 

General Education Minis-
ter V Sivankutty launched 
the state-level distribution on 
Tuesday at Cotton Hill School 
in Thiruvananthapuram.

"Onam is a festival that fi lls 
our hearts with joy and pros-
perity. This is not a charity, 
but the right of every child," 
the minister said, highlighting 
that food is a fundamental right 
enshrined in the Constitution 
and recognised by the United 
Nations.

The scheme covers all stu-
dents from pre-primary to Class 
8 who are enrolled in the mid-
day meal programme.

A total of 9,910 metric tonnes 
of rice will be distributed across 
12,024 schools, with support 
from the Food Department and 
the Civil Supplies Corporation.

Sivankutty noted that the 
mid-day meal scheme, which 
gained statutory protection 
under the 2013 National Food 

Security Act, 
has been crucial 
in ensuring that 
children receive 
nutritious food 
alongside education.

"No child can learn on an 
empty stomach. Education 
is about overall growth, both 

physical and mental. 
It is our collective 

responsibility to 
ensure children 
receive proper 
nutrition along 
with quality 
learning," he 
said.

The minister 
added that the ini-

tiative symbolises 
care and social respon-

sibility. "Every child deserves 
recognition and consideration 
from society. Through this pro-

gramme, we wish each child a 
happy and fulfi lling Onam," he 
added.

School authorities, PTAs, 
and Mother PTA committees 
are actively coordinating the 
distribution. This event took 
place on the day that Kerala 
stepped into a season of joy and 
tradition Tuesday morning as 
Atham is the fi rst day of the ten-
day-long Onam festival.

All educational institutions 
will remain closed starting lat-
er this week for a week.

Onam is deeply rooted in 
the legend of King Mahabali, 
remembered as a benevolent 
ruler under whom prosperity, 
equality, and happiness fl our-
ished.

Though he was sent to the 
netherworld by Lord Vishnu, 
folklore says Mahabali returns 
each year during Onam to vis-
it his beloved subjects, a belief 
that forms the heart of Kerala’s 
harvest festival.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 
27: Kerala is set to mark a major 
milestone in its infrastructure 
development with the launch 
of the Anakkampoyil–Kalladi–
Meppadi tunnel road project 
August 31. 

Once completed, the tunnel 
will reduce the distance be-
tween Anakkampoyil (Kozhi-
kode distirct) and Meppadi 
(Wayanad distirct) from around 
50 km to just 22 km, ending the 

long-standing hardships of com-
muters traveling through the 
ghat road.

More importantly, the tunnel 
will provide a seamless route 
linking Kerala with Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu, signifi cantly 
easing inter-state travel.

It is expected to emerge as a 
historic achievement, paving 
the way for the comprehensive 
development of the high-range 
regions. Announcing this, Ker-
ala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on Wednesday said the 

much-awaited project, cleared 
after securing mandatory envi-
ronmental approvals, promises 
to transform connectivity in the 
Malabar region (north Kerala 
including Wayanad).

“The tunnel road, implement-
ed under the Kerala Infrastruc-
ture Investment Fund Board 
(KIIFB) initiative, will be built 
at an estimated cost of Rs 2,134.5 
crore. Spanning 8.73 km, the 
project includes a twin tunnel 
of 8.1 km, the longest of its kind 
in the state,” said Vijayan.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Jaipur, August 27: Following 
the Supreme Court's directive 
on stray dogs, the Rajasthan 
government has taken the 
"lead" in managing the animals 
more systematically. 

The Department of Auton-
omous Governance 
has issued strict 
instructions to all 
municipal corpo-
rations, councils, 
and municipalities, 
making compliance 
with the Stray An-
imal Birth Control 
(ABC) Rules 2023 
mandatory.

Under this, feed-
ing points for dogs 
will now be marked 
in every ward and 
locality, with ur-
ban bodies directed 
to coordinate with 
resident welfare associations 
and animal welfare organisa-
tions.

Even in cases of rabies, ar-
rangements for food and water 
will be ensured at these feed-
ing spots. Ravi Jain, Secre-
tary, Local Self Government 
Department, said, "Rajasthan 
is the fi rst state in the country 
to issue such comprehensive 
orders balancing public safe-
ty and animal welfare after 
the Supreme Court's decision."

All municipal bodies will 
have to send their compliance 
reports to the state government 
within 30 days.

According to the order, ster-

ilisation, rabies vaccination, 
and deworming centres will be 
established in every city.

Stray dogs will be treated, 
sterilised, tagged, and then 
released in the same locality.

To ensure transparency, 
CCTV cameras will be installed 
in operating theatres and ABC 
centres.

Only trained teams will be 
authorised to catch dogs, ei-
ther with nets or by hand, and 
no dog below six months of age 
will be sterilised.

The government has also di-
rected the formation of moni-

toring committees 
in every city com-
prising NGO mem-

bers and animal 
welfare workers, 
who will regular-
ly review the pro-
cess.

Keeping re-
cords of sterilisa-
tion, vaccination, 
deaths, and feed-
ing will be man-
datory.

According to the 
Animal Welfare 
Board of India, Rs 
200 has been fi xed 

for catching each dog and Rs 
1,450 for sterilisation, food, and 
post-operation care.

Last week, the Supreme 
Court stressed that "a blanket 
direction to pick up all the 
strays and place them in dog 
shelters/pounds without eval-
uating the existing infrastruc-
ture may lead to a catch-22 sit-
uation because such directions 
may be impossible to comply 
with".

It said that sterilised, de-
wormed, and vaccinated dogs 
should be released back to 
their original localities, in line 
with the Animal Birth Control 
(ABC) Rules, 2023.

Onam relief: Rice for quarter million students
The scheme covers all 

students from pre-primary 
to Class 8 who are enrolled in 
the mid-day meal programme

A total of 9,910 metric tonnes 
of rice will be distributed 

across 12,024 schools, with 
support from the Food 
Department and the Civil 
Supplies Corporation

Onam is a 
festival that fi lls 

our hearts with joy and 
prosperity. This is not a 
charity, but the right of 

every child
V SIVANKUTTY | GENERAL 

EDUCATION MINISTER, 
KERALA

SC stray dog ruling: 
Rajasthan acts fi rst

Rajasthan is the 
fi rst state in the 
country to issue 

such comprehensive 
orders balancing 
public safety and 

animal welfare after 
the Supreme Court's 

decision
RAVI JAIN | SECRETARY OF 
LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT, RAJASTHAN

According to the order, 
sterilisation, rabies 
vaccination, and 

deworming centres will be 
established in every city

Kerala gears up for longest tunnel road inauguration
Anakkampoyil–Kalladi–Meppadi tunnel road is being hailed as a landmark project that will redefi ne Kerala’s connectivity and regional growth
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Kochi, August 27: Migrant 
labourers constitute the major-
ity of Kerala’s marine fi sher-
ies workforce, accounting for 
nearly 58 per cent of the sector, 
according to a new study by the 
ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries 
Research Institute (CMFRI). 

The research, covering har-
vest, post-harvest, and market 
segments, highlights the criti-
cal role of migrant workers in 
sustaining the state’s fi shing 
economy.

The fi ndings, part of a na-
tional project on the changing 
dynamics of labour migration 
in Indian marine fi sheries, 
were presented at a consulta-
tive workshop held at CMFRI 
Wednesday.

The study revealed that Mu-
nambam harbour in Ernaku-
lam district has Kerala’s high-
est concentration of migrant 
labourers in the mechanised 
fi shing sector, with 78 per cent 
of the workforce hailing from 
outside the state.

Most of them come from Tam-
il Nadu, West Bengal, and Odis-
ha. Migrants also constitute 50 
per cent of workers in post-har-
vest units and 40 per cent in fi sh 
markets.

A key concern fl agged by the 
study is the waning interest 
of younger generations, both 
locals and migrants, in pursu-
ing livelihoods in the marine 
sector, raising questions about 

the long-term sustainability of 
the labour force.

The research also highlighted 
sharp contrasts in expenditure 
and lifestyle.

While native workers spend 
20–30 per cent of their income 
on savings, education, and 
housing, migrants remit up to 
75 per cent of their earnings 
back home.

Many live on boats or in 

makeshift shelters with min-
imal spending on housing or 
amenities in Kerala.

Migrant incomes were found 
to be consistently lower, aver-
aging Rs 25,000 per month in 
harvest centres compared to 
natives’ Rs 30,000, and as little 
as Rs 11,000 in post-harvest jobs.

Despite their dominance, mi-
grant workers remain highly 
vulnerable, facing exploitation, 
health risks, and a lack of social 
security.

Native labourers, meanwhile, 
struggle with inadequate in-
come, indebtedness, off-season 
unemployment, and limited 
credit access.

Migrants additionally deal 
with identity crises, isolation, 
and occasional confl icts with 
local workers.

The study “Labour Mobility 
Grid” identifi ed poverty and un-
employment in source states as 
key push factors, while higher 
wages and demand in Kerala 
serve as strong pull factors.

Fisheries Deputy Director Dr 
Maja Jose assured that the gov-
ernment would consider mea-
sures to address the concerns 
of migrant workers.

CMFRI Director Dr Grinson 
George called for urgent policy 
interventions in housing, health 
coverage, education support, 
and livelihood diversifi cation 
to ensure labour welfare in the 
fi sheries sector.
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Jaipur, August 27: The Ra-
jasthan Public Service Com-
mission (RPSC) has taken 
tough action against candi-
dates caught indulging in 
fraudulent means to secure 
government jobs. 

To protect the interests of 
genuine aspirants, the Com-
mission has so far debarred 
524 candidates from appearing 
in its recruitment examina-
tions, out of which 415 have 
been banned for life and 109 
for a period ranging from one 
to fi ve years.

The major reasons behind 
the action include fake docu-
ments and degrees, especial-
ly fake B.Ed. certifi cates (157 
cases), use of unfair means in 
examinations (148 cases), im-
personation or dummy can-
didates (68 cases), cheating 
with the help of Bluetooth or 
mobile devices (38 cases), and 

misuse of question papers or 
OMR sheets (62 cases).

Apart from these, 51 can-
didates have been debarred 
for other reasons, such as 
disruption during exams and 
furnishing wrong information 
in forms.

The Commission has also 
barred candidates from out-

side Rajasthan, including 10 
from states like Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana, Bihar, Delhi and 
Madhya Pradesh.

Meanwhile, RPSC has in-
tensifi ed its monitoring of ap-
plicants using multiple SSO 
IDs to apply for exams. Such 
candidates, found trying to 
appear in different sessions 

of the same examination, have 
also been disqualifi ed.

To prevent duplication and 
ensure proper identity veri-
fi cation, RPSC launched an 
e-KYC system from July 7, 
2025, making Aadhaar or Jan 
Aadhaar mandatory for One 
Time Registration (OTR). So 
far, 48,667 candidates have 
completed e-KYC out of 10.33 
lakh who had registered with 
SSO IDs.

RPSC Secretary Ramniwas 
Mehta also revealed that the 
Commission has received 
complaints regarding the mis-
use of the divorced women’s 
quota through fake divorce 
certifi cates. Some candidates 
allegedly obtained divorce 
decrees by collusion to claim 
reservation benefi ts.

The Commission has sought 
investigations into such cases, 
and action will be taken on the 
basis of reports submitted by 
the concerned agencies.
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Thiruvananthapuram, 
August 27: Kerala's Addition-
al Director General of Police 
(ADGP) Mahipal Yadav passed 
away Wednesday while under-
going treatment for a brain 
tumour at a private hospital 
in Jaipur. 

His demise came just days be-
fore his scheduled retirement 
August 30, and on the very day 
when an offi cial farewell was 
to be held at the Kerala Police 
Headquarters.

A 1997-batch IPS offi cer, Ya-
dav had served in various key 
positions during his career, 
including Inspector General of 
Ernakulam Range, Managing 
Director of Kerala State Bev-
erages Corporation, and Excise 
Commissioner.

Known for his integrity, 
professionalism, and commit-
ment to public service, he was 
widely respected across the 
police force and the civil ad-
ministration. In a condolence 
message, Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan described Yadav’s 
passing as "deeply saddening".

Remembering him as an 
offi cer who upheld sincerity 
and dedication throughout his 
illustrious career, he said that 
Mahipal Yadav was committed 
to the people and unwavering 
in implementing the policies 
and programmes of the state 
government.

"Through his integrity and 
leadership, he remained an ex-
emplary fi gure and a model for 
others to emulate. His demise 
is an irreparable loss," said Vi-
jayan. The Chief Minister con-
veyed heartfelt sympathies to 
his family and close relatives, 
expressing solidarity with them 
in their grief. Colleagues recall 
Yadav as a fi rm yet compas-
sionate leader who combined 
administrative effi ciency with 
a strong sense of responsibility 
toward society.

Migrants anchor Kerala’s fi sheries

The study revealed that Munambam 
harbour in Ernakulam district has Kerala’s 
highest concentration of migrant labourers 

in the mechanised fi shing sector, with 78% of 
the workforce hailing from outside the state. 
Most of them come from Tamil Nadu, West 

Bengal, and Odisha

According to a study by 
CMFRI, migrant 

labourers form backbone 
of Kerala’s marine 

fi sheries with nearly 
58% share in the sector

Top Kerala Police 
offi cial dies on day 
of offi cial farewell

FAKE DEGREES, UNFAIR MEANS

RPSC bars 415 for life from recruitment exams
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Jaipur, August 27: Rajasthan 
Cricket Association (RCA) will 
construct cricket stadiums 
at all 33 district cricket cen-
tres of the state to strengthen 
grassroots cricket and provide 
world-class facilities to young 
players.

This was announced by 
RCA Adhoc Committee Conve-
ner, DD Kumawat. He said the 
state government has entrusted 
the newly formed RCA Adhoc 
Committee with the respon-
sibility of reviving cricket in 
Rajasthan, creating infrastruc-
ture, and giving young players 
opportunities to perform in 
high-level competitions.

“Our committee is making 
continuous efforts to fulfi l this 
responsibility. District-level 
stadiums will not only help 
players train in profession-
al conditions but also enable 

RCA to organise state-level 
tournaments across districts,” 
Kumawat added. 

The RCA Adhoc Committee 
has prepared a blueprint for 
district-level stadiums and 
constituted a 7-member Ground 
and Stadium Development 
Committee under the chair-
manship of Ashish Tiwari.

The committee will identify 
suitable land, oversee alloca-
tion, lease agreements, and en-
sure timely construction with 
support from District Cricket 
Associations and CSR funds. 
Ground and Stadium Develop-
ment Committee Members in-
clude Ashish Tiwari as chair-
man, with other members. The 
RCA Adhoc Committee stated 
that the Cricket Ground and 
Stadium Development Com-
mittee, headed by Ashish Ti-
wari, will identify land for sta-
diums at all 33 district centres 
of the state.

SPORTS PUSH

Cricket stadiums in all Rajasthan districts



Yesterday, 
the ED creat-
ed a drama 

in the name of 
a raid. I call it a 
drama because 
every time the 
BJP faces a crisis and questions 
are raised against them, the ED 
starts raiding people's houses. 
As soon as people began ques-
tioning the degree of Modi ji, 
they staged this false raid

MANISH SISODIA | SENIOR AAP LEADER

Qualifi ed 
candidates 
suffered 

discrimination, 
and appoint-
ments were re-
duced to political 
bargaining

YOGI ADITYANATH  | UTTAR PRADESH CM
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30 NAXALS SURRENDER 
As many as thirty Naxalites, 
20 of them carrying a 
collective bounty of `79 lakh, 
surrendered in Bijapur district of 
Chhattisgarh Wednesday, police 
said. The cadres include nine 
women, an offi cer said

I have told the deputy 
commissioner that the 
Punjab government's 
helicopter is available for 
whatever assistance the 
people need, whether it be 
milk, water, or rations. 
I can use my car
BHAGWANT MANN | PUNJAB CM

Since Octo-
ber 7, 2023, 
as many as 

200 Palestinian 
journalists have 
been killed by 
the Genocidal 
regime of Netanyahu. 
The Israeli racist government 
doesn’t allow any foreign 
media to enter Gaza

ASADUDDIN OWAISI | AIMIM PRESIDENT

HC grants anticipatory 
bail to rapper Vedan 
Kochi: The Kerala High 
Court Wednesday granted 
anticipatory bail to rapper 
Hirandas Murali, known 
as Vedan, in a rape case, 
saying that while the charges 
against him were serious, his 
custodial interrogation was 
not necessary. Justice Bechu 
Kurian Thomas granted the 
relief to the rapper who was 
accused by a lady doctor 
of entering into a sexual 
relationship with her on the 
promise of marriage and later 
withdrawing from the same.

 

Heavy rains 
lash Telangana
Hyderabad:  A person died 
when the wall of his house 
collapsed, while another went 
missing following heavy rains 
in Kamareddy, Medak and 
other districts of Telangana 
Wednesday. The downpour 
led to inundation of low-
lying areas at several places. 
Kamareddy bore the brunt of 
the rains with Argonda in the 
district receiving 418.3 mm of 
rainfall from 8.30 am to 9 pm on 
Wednesday, followed 
by 302.5 mm rain at 
Akkapur in Nirmal district.

Woman jumps in 
front of metro train
New Delhi: A 55-year-
old woman died after she 
allegedly jumped in front of 
a moving train at Seelampur 
Metro station Wednesday, 
police said. The incident 
took place around 1.25 pm 
when the woman, travelling 
towards Rithala, leapt onto 
the tracks as a train entered 
the station, an offi cial said.

Student found with 
burns in school, dies 
Patna: A 12-year-old girl 
died Wednesday soon after 
being found with severe burn 
injuries inside the washroom 
of a government-run school in 
Patna, police said. The victim, 
a class 5 student, was found 
unconscious with critical burns 
in the washroom of the Girls' 
Middle School within Gardani 
Bagh police station limits.

3 farmers killed in 
lightning strike
Nagpur: Three farmers, 
including a woman and her 
son, were killed in a lightning 
strike amid heavy rainfall in 
a village in Nagpur district 
Wednesday, police said. The 
bolt from the sky struck a farm 
in Dhapewada Budruk village in 
the afternoon, leaving Vandana 
Patil (37), her son Om (18), and 
Nirmala Parate (60) dead.

SHORT TAKES
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Mumbai, August 27: Shiv Se-
na (UBT) chief Uddhav Thac-
keray Wednesday visited the 
residence of his cousin and 
Maharashtra Navnirman Se-
na (MNS) president Raj on the 
occasion of Ganesh Chaturthi, 
in another sign of growing bon-
homie between them.

Raj hosts Lord Ganesh at his 
residence, ‘Shivtirth’, located 
in the city’s Dadar area, every 
year.

Sena (UBT) MLA Aaditya 
Thackeray and his mother 
Rashmi accompanied Uddhav 
during the visit, which comes 
nearly two months after the 
long estranged cousins shared 
a stage in Mumbai after several 
years.

Uddhav's visit to Raj Thac-
keray’s home, though on the 
occasion of Maharashtra’s 
most popular festival, sent yet 
another clear signal of rap-
prochement between the Sena 
(UBT) and MNS ahead of polls 
to local bodies, including the 
cash-rich Mumbai civic cor-
poration.

The Shiv Sena (UBT) later 
posted on social media site 
X, the photos of the extended 
Thackeray family coming to-
gether on Ganesh Chaturthi.

Uddhav and Raj Thackeray 
are paternal as well as mater-
nal cousins --- their mothers 
were sisters.

One of the striking photo-
graphs was Raj and Uddhav 
Thackeray posing behind a 
portrait of their grandfather 

Keshav, and their father Shri-
kant and Bal Thackeray, re-
spectively.

The photo sought to send a 
message that the Thackerays 

were together despite the two 
cousins charting their own po-
litical course since two decades 
now. This was at least the third 
publicly known interaction 

between the once estranged 
cousins. The two had shared 
a stage July 5 in Mumbai to 
celebrate their “victory” after 
the Maharashtra government 
rolled back its contentious or-
ders on three-language formu-
la for students of Classes 1 to 5 
amid charges of imposition of 
Hindi in the state dominated 
by Marathi speakers.

In July-end, Raj visited ‘Ma-
toshree’, the residence of Ud-
dhav Thackeray in suburban 
Bandra, to wish the latter on 
his birthday.

Although Raj quit the undi-
vided Shiv Sena in 2005, blam-
ing Uddhav Thackeray for his 
exit, the drubbing of their par-
ties in the 2024 assembly polls 
seems to have forced the rivals 
cousins to join hands for polit-

ical survival.
Both the parties have 

dropped enough hints of forg-
ing an alliance for the local 
body polls, but they have not 
yet announced a formal tie-up.

After quitting the undivided 
Shiv Sena in 2005, Raj Thacker-
ay formed the MNS in 2006, but 
the party has been largely a 
marginal player in Maharash-
tra politics.

On the other hand, Uddhav 
Thackeray has been heading 
the Shiv Sena, which suffered 
a split in June 2022, since 2013 
after becoming its president.

Uddhav Thackeray reached 
the pinnacle of his political ca-
reer in November 2019 when he 
came chief minister with sup-
port from the Congress and 
undivided NCP.

Lord Ganesh brings Thackeray cousins together
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Noida, August 27:  In a fresh 
twist to the high-profi le Greater 
Noida dowry death case, Nikki 
Bhati’s sister-in-law, Meenak-
shi, has alleged that she was 
physically assaulted and hu-
miliated by Nikki's family 
members over dowry demands.

Meenakshi said she got mar-
ried to Nikki’s elder brother 
Rohit in 2016 and faced humil-
iation since day one. She also 
claimed that Rohit, her mother-
in-law, and both Nikki and Kan-
chan would physically assault 
her, and she was “not allowed 
to keep a phone” or speak to 
anyone.

The statement has added a 
new dimension to the ongoing 
investigation into the suspect-
ed dowry death of Nikki Bhati, 
which sparked massive outrage 
over dowry deaths, harass-
ment, and brutality meted out 
to women.

Speaking to reporters from 
her parents’ home in Palla 
village in Dadri, 31-year-old 
Meenakshi alleged that she 
could “not live peacefully for 
a single day” at her in-laws’ 
house. “I stayed at my in-laws' 
place for just six months and 
then returned to my father's 
home. Since then, I have been 
living here,” she said. 

“They used to beat me and de-
mand cash from me. My father 
gave them a Ciaz car and gold 
for a good wedding, but they did 
not accept it. They demanded a 
new Scorpio within a week and 
additional cash,” she alleged.

In 2020, after an alleged as-
sault, a case was registered 
against Rohit and his family. 
A village panchayat report-
edly suggested returning `35 
lakh, which Meenakshi's fami-
ly claimed to have spent on the 
wedding, to facilitate her re-
marriage or accepting her back 

as a daughter-
in-law.

Meenak-
shi's 
mother 
support-
ed her 
claims, 
saying, 
“She has 
been living 
here since short-
ly after her marriage. 
They did not like her and used 
to beat her. Rohit and his fam-
ily tortured her.”

She added they “remained 
quiet because of society” but 
accepted their daughter back, 
hoping she would eventually be 
welcomed again into her mar-
ital home.

The intervention of Nikki’s 
father-in-law, Satveer Singh, 
reportedly prevented the con-
fl ict from escalating at the time. 
Singh is said to have assured 
Meenakshi’s family that he 
would use his personal rapport 
with Nikki's father, Bhikhari 
Singh Payla, to resolve the 
dispute.

Nikki, 26, was found with se-
vere burn injuries at her Sirsa 
village home August 21 and 
later died en route to a Delhi 
hospital. Her husband, Vipin 
Bhati, his parents, Satveer 
and Daya, and brother Rohit 
Bhati (Kanchan's husband) 

have been arrested for 
her alleged dowry 

death. Vipin was 
shot in the leg by 
police on August 
24 after allegedly 
attempting to es-
cape custody.

The FIR in the 
case, fi led by Kan-

chan, alleges that 
Nikki was beaten, doused 

with a fl ammable liquid, and 
set ablaze by her in-laws fol-
lowing persistent dowry ha-
rassment. Kanchan claimed 
their family had already given 
a Scorpio SUV, a motorcycle, 
and jewellery during Nikki's 
wedding in 2016, but were 
being pressured for `36 lakh 
and a luxury car. Police in-
vestigations have taken a new 
turn after the recovery of an 
inflammable substance from 
Nikki's room and fresh video 
clips, including one in which 
Daya is seen trying to sepa-
rate Nikki and Vipin during 
a fight.

According to an officer, 
who is part of the probe, the 
inflammable solution found in 
Nikki’s room has been sent for 
forensic analysis. Police are 
also collating and examining 
multiple short video clips, 
which are surfacing in the 
public domain in connection 
with the August 21 incident. 

Nikki murder case takes a 
new turn with fresh videos

Meenakshi 
said she got 

married to Nikki’s elder 
brother Rohit in 2016 and 

faced humiliation since day one

She also claimed that Rohit, her 
mother-in-law, and both Nikki and 

Kanchan would physically 
assault her, and she was 
“not allowed to keep a 

phone” or speak 
to anyone
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Palghar, August 27: Twelve 
persons, including a moth-
er-daughter duo, were killed 
and six others seriously in-
jured after a portion of an un-
authorised four-story building 
collapsed on an adjacent vacant 
tenement at Virar in Maharash-
tra’s Palghar district Wednes-
day, offi cials said.

While six bodies were re-
trieved from under the debris, 
six others died during treat-
ment at various hospitals. 

The operation to remove rub-
ble at the crash site has been 
going on even after more than 
20 hours have passed since the 
rear portion of Ramabai Apart-
ment collapsed at 12.05 am.

The Vasai Virar Municipal 
Corporation (VVMC) stated in a 
release that six persons remain 
admitted to various hospitals 
in the area and Nalasopara 
on the outskirts of Mumbai. 
Three others were discharged 
after treatment.  Police arrest-
ed the builder of the building 
after Vasai Virar Municipal 
Corporation (VVMC) lodged a 
complaint. Authorities have 

so far identifi ed seven of the 
twelve deceased as Arohi Om-
kar Jovil (24), her one-year-old 
daughter Utkarsha Jovil, Lax-
man Kisku Singh (26), Dinesh 
Prakash Sapkal (43), Supriya 
Nivalkar (38), Arnav Nivalkar 
(11), and Parvati Sapkal.

District Collector Indu Rani 

Jakhar has said that some more 
persons may still be buried un-
der the debris.

Luckily, the chawl or ten-
ement on which the building 
collapsed was vacant, said 
Vivekanand Kadam, District 
Disaster Management Offi cer 
of Palghar. As a precautionary 

measure, all the chawls around 
the ill-fated building have been 
vacated and occupants shifted 
to safer places, he said.

Constructed in 2012, Ram-
abai Apartment has 50 fl ats, 
and the collapsed part had 12 
apartments, said Kadam.

A spokesperson of the Vasai 
Virar Municipal Corporation 
confi rmed that the building 
was “illegal”. The removal of 
debris was delayed because 
offi cials initially struggled to 
bring heavy machinery to the 
crashed building located in a 
congested locality. “As of now, 
debris clearance is still under-
way. For the fi rst several hours, 
the debris had to be cleared 
manually by civic teams and 
two units of the NDRF. Now, 
the operation is being carried 
out with machinery and pro-
gressing on a war footing,” VVMC 
Assistant Commissioner Gilson 
Gonsalves said. The collapse 
has rendered several families 
homeless. “All affected families 
have been temporarily housed at 
Chandansar Samajmandir. We 
are providing food, water, medi-
cal assistance, and other essential 
services,” Gonsalves said.
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New Delhi, August 27: 
Bombay High Court Chief 
Justice Alok Aradhe and Pat-
na High Court Chief Justice 
Vipul Manubhai Pancholi were 
Wednesday elevated as judges 
of the Supreme Court, the 
government said.

Their names were recom-
mended by the Supreme Court 
Collegium Monday and their 
appointments were announced 
by the Union law ministry 
Wednesday.

Once the two take oath, the 
top court will function with 
its full sanctioned strength of 
34 judges, including the chief 
justice of India (CJI).

Justice Pancholi will be 
in line to become the CJI in 
October 2031 after Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi's retirement Oc-
tober 2, 2031. He would assume 
the CJI's offi ce October 3, 2031, 

and retire May 27, 2033.
Born April 13, 1964, Jus-

tice Aradhe was appointed 
as an additional judge of the 
Madhya Pradesh High Court 
December 29, 2009, and as a 
permanent judge February 
15, 2011.

He was transferred to the 
High Court of Jammu and 
Kashmir and took oath Sep-
tember 20, 2016.

He was appointed as the act-
ing chief justice of the High 
Court of Jammu and Kashmir 
May 11, 2018.

Justice Aradhe was trans-
ferred to the Karnataka High 
Court, where he took oath as a 
judge November 17, 2018.

He assumed charge as the 
acting chief justice of the 
Karnataka High Court July 3, 
2022, and functioned as such 
up to October 14, 2022.

He was appointed as the 
chief justice of the Telangana 

High Court July 19, 2023, and 
took the oath of offi ce July 
23, 2023. Justice Aradhe was 
transferred as the Chief Jus-
tice of the Bombay High Court 
and assumed charge January 
21 this year.

He was enrolled as an 
advocate July 12, 1988, and 
dealt with civil and constitu-
tional, arbitration and com-
pany matters in the Madhya 
Pradesh High Court. 

He was designated as a se-
nior advocate in April 2007. 
Born May 28, 1968, in Ahmed-
abad, Justice Pancholi was ele-
vated as an additional judge of 
the Gujarat High Court Octo-
ber 1, 2014, and was confi rmed 
as a permanent judge June 
10, 2016. He was transferred 
to the Patna High Court and 
took oath as a judge July 24, 
2023. Justice Pancholi became 
the Chief Justice of the Patna 
High Court July 21 this year.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, 
August 27: Maratha quota 
movement leader Manoj Ja-
range left for Mumbai Wednes-
day to launch a fresh hunger 
strike, but agreed to meet a gov-
ernment delegation near Pune 
on his way to the state capital. 

While the 43-year-old activist 
has announced that he would 
sit on an indefi nite fast at Azad 
Maidan in Mumbai from August 
29, police granted him permis-
sion to stage his agitation there 
only for a day, with the number 
of protesters not exceeding 5,000. 
Speaking to reporters at his vil-
lage Antarwali Sarathi in Jalna 
district, over 400 km from the 
state capital, Jarange assured 
that his supporters would pro-
test peacefully and not disrupt 
the Ganesh festival.

Jarange has been demanding 
that all Marathas be recognised 
as Kunbis – an agrarian caste 
included in the OBC category – 
which will make them eligible 
for reservation in government 
jobs and education.

12 killed as unauthorised building collapses in Maha

The removal of debris was delayed because 
offi cials initially struggled to 

bring heavy machinery to the crashed building 
located in a congested locality

A woman dressed as Goddess Mahakali on ‘Ganesh Chaturthi’ festival in Nagpur, Maharashtra          PTI PHOTO

SC gets two new judges

Jarange to launch 
fresh hunger strike

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, August 27: Glob-
al airlines’ grouping IATA has 
proposed increasing the upper 
age limit to 67 years for pilots 
who are operating multi-pilot 
commercial fl ights.

Amid a shortage of available 
pilots compared to the rising 
demand spurred by aviation 
sector growth, the proposal 
has been made by IATA.  In a 
working paper titled 'Proposal 
to Raise the Multi-Pilot Com-
mercial Air Transport Pilot 
Age Limit to 67 years', IATA 
said the growth of the aviation in-
dustry worldwide is causing the 
demand for pilots to outstrip sup-
ply. “Raising CAT (Commercial Air 
Transport) pilot age limits to allow 
more pilots to continue to work 
is aligned with 15 of the 17 United 
Nations (UN) Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs), including the 
initiative of the Next Generation 
of Aviation Professionals (NGAP) 
Programme to ensure a suffi cient 
supply, whether recruiting older 
candidates or retaining existing 
pilots, of qualifi ed aviation profes-
sionals for the future,” it said.

IATA proposes higher 
age limit for pilots
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THOUSANDS OF PILGRIMS
 STRANDED IN CHAMBA
Thousands of devotees un-
dertaking the Manimahesh 
Yatra, which was suspended 
Monday in the wake of heavy 
rains, are stranded in many 
places in Himachal Pradesh's 
Chamba, local MLAs said

Being aatmnirbhar 
(self-reliant) does 
not mean stopping 

imports. The world moves 
because it is 
interdependent. So 
export-import will 
continue. However, 
there should be no 
pressure in it
MOHAN BHAGWAT | RSS CHIEF

Lawyers strike 
to continue 
New Delhi: The lawyers' strike 
in Delhi district courts will 
continue Thursday and Friday 
to protest against a notifi cation 
issued by Lieutenant Governor 
(LG) V K Saxena, allowing 
police to virtually present 
evidence in courts from police 
stations, a communication 
said. The advocates have 
been abstaining from work 
completely for fi ve days since 
August 22.  A communication 
from the New Delhi Bar 
Association (NDBA) said, “It 
has been unanimously decided 
to continue to completely 
abstain from work August 28 
and 29 in all the district courts 
of Delhi against the arbitrary 
notifi cation dated August 13 
issued by the LG of Delhi.”

Finnish president 
speaks to PM Modi
New Delhi: Finland's President 
Alexander Stubb Tuesday 
reiterated his country's support 
for an early conclusion of a 
mutually benefi cial India-EU Free 
Trade Agreement in a phone 
call to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.  A PMO statement said 
the two leaders also reviewed 
progress in the India-Finland 
bilateral relationship and 
reaffi rmed their commitment to 
enhance partnership in emerging 
fi elds, including quantum 
technologies, 6G, artifi cial 
intelligence, cybersecurity and 
sustainability.  

Saurabh slams ED
New Delhi: AAP Delhi unit 
chief Saurabh Bharadwaj 
Wednesday accused ED 
offi cers of “trying” to tamper 
with his statement and alleged 
that Lt Governor VK Saxena 
had “hatched a conspiracy” to 
frame him.  

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 27: Com-
munication channels between 
India and the US are open to re-
solve the ongoing tariff issues, 
and the glitch in trade ties is 
only temporary, given the long-
term relationship between the 
two nations, government sourc-
es said Wednesday.

The US’s 50 per cent tariffs 
on Indian exports to America 
came into effect from August 27, 
barring a few sectors.

According to the sources, 
there is no need for panic for 
exporters as the impact of these 
high tariffs are unlikely to be 
as severe as feared given the 
diversifi ed nature of Indian 
exports.

They added that India's 
exports to the US during the 
fi rst four months of this fi scal 
year has risen 21.64 per cent to 
USD 33.53 billion. Going by the 
trend, the exports may touch 
the last year's fi gure ($ 86.5 bil-
lion), one of the sources said.

“Communication channels 
are open between India and the 
US to resolve the ongoing tariff 
issues... it is a temporary phase 
in a long-term relationship,” 
they said. Meanwhile, in an 
interview with Fox Business, 
US Treasury Secretary Scott 

Bessent has described the In-
dia-US relationship as “very 
complicated” but hoped that 
“at the end of the day, we will 
come together”.

“This is a very complicated 
relationship. President (Don-
ald) Trump or Prime Minister 
(Narendra) Modi have very 
good relationships at that level. 
And it's not just over the Rus-
sian oil,” Bessent said.

His comments came hours 
after the additional 25 per cent 
penalty imposed by Trump on 
India for its purchases of Rus-
sian oil came into effect from 
August 27, bringing the total 
amount of levies on New Delhi 
to 50 per cent.

Sources added that there 
are positive signals coming 
from both sides and “we need 
to build upon that”.

They also said the govern-
ment is working on measures 
to insulate domestic exporters 
from the impact of the US tar-
iffs. The commerce ministry is 
holding a series of stakeholder 
consultations this week from 
sectors such as chemicals, gems 
and jewellery to discuss ways 

to push India's exports in new 
markets.

Work is also progressing 
fast on the formulation of the 
Export Promotion Mission, 
announced in the Budget for 
2025-26.“In the next 2-3 days, 
the ministry will meet stake-
holders on the diversifi cation 
of exports,” an offi cial said.

The steep 50 per cent tariff 
on Indian goods entering the 
US, which came into effect 
from August 27, will impact In-
dia's exports worth more than 
$48 billion to America.

The sectors, which would 
bear the brunt of high import 
duties imposed by the Trump 
administration include tex-
tiles/clothing, gems and jew-
ellery, shrimp, leather and 
footwear, animal products, 
chemicals, and electrical and 
mechanical machinery.

Sectors such as pharma, en-
ergy products and electronic 
goods are out of the ambit of 
these sweeping duties.

The US accounted for about 
20 per cent of India's USD 437.42 
billion worth of goods exports 
in 2024-25.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, August 27: Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah Wednesday 
questioned the decision of the 
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board, 
under the control of Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha, to al-
low the pilgrimage to continue 
despite warnings of heavy 
downpour.

The death toll in the Vaishno 
Devi landslide has gone up to 
34, offi cials said Wednesday, 
a day after the disaster struck 
the route on the hilltop shrine 
in Jammu and Kashmir's Reasi 
district.

Speaking to reporters, Ab-
dullah criticised the apathetic 
approach of the authorities. 
“We will have to talk about it 
later. When we knew about the 
weather, should we not have 
taken certain steps to save 
those lives?” he asked. “The 
weather warning had come to 
us a few days ago.”

The landslide, triggered by 
incessant heavy rain, occurred 
Tuesday around 3 pm on the old 
12-km trek from the base camp 
of Katra to the hilltop shrine, 
catching many pilgrims by 
surprise.

Authorities had suspended 
the pilgrimage on the new Him-
koti trek route Tuesday morn-
ing, but it continued on the old 
route until 1:30 pm.

“Why were these people on 
the track? Why were they not 
stopped? Why were they not 
moved to a safe place?” Abdul-
lah asked. “This has to be dis-
cussed later. We feel sorrow 
over the loss of 29 to 30 precious 
lives.” The Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi Shrine Board was set up in 

1986 under the provisions of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Shri Ma-
ta Vaishno Devi Act, 1988, for 
management and governance.

When Jammu and Kashmir 
was a state, the governor was 
the ex offi cio chairman of the 
board. After the 2019 reorgan-
isation of the state, the L-G is 
the chairman.

Last year, 98.4 lakh pilgrims 
visited the Mata Vaishno Devi 
shrine from the rest of the coun-
try and the world.

Meanwhile, the water levels 
in the swollen rivers across 
Jammu showed signs of reced-
ing. However, the fl ood alert 
mark was breached by the Jhe-
lum in Anantnag and Srinagar, 
and water entered several res-
idential areas. This prompted 
authorities to assure residents 
that they are monitoring the 
situation and people should 
not panic.

Massive damage has been re-
ported to public infrastructure, 
including several key bridges, 
private houses and commercial 
establishments, due to over-
fl owing of water bodies and 
fl ash fl oods across the Union 
Territory, offi cials said.

People stand near a partially damaged bridge as the Jhelum river fl ows in spate due to heavy rainfall in 
Anantnag, Jammu and Kashmir People stranded in a waterlogged area in Anantnag

An army helicopter on a building’s rooftop during 
a rescue operation as the Ravi river fl ows in spate 
near Madhopur Headworks, at Madhopur in 
Pathankot, Punjab

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah during his visit to the 4th Tawi Bridge as it gets damaged after relentless rainfall, 
at Bagwati Nagar, JammuRestoration work underway after the Aru-Pahalgam bridge was damaged following heavy rainfall

Relief and rescue operation underway in Jammu and Pathankot regions

PTI PHOTOS

NATURE’S FURY

According to the 
sources, there is no need 
for panic for exporters as 
the impact of these high 
tariffs are unlikely to be 
as severe as feared given 
the diversifi ed nature of 

Indian exports

‘India, US keep channels 
open amid tariff issue’

The death toll in 
the Vaishno Devi 
landslide has gone 
up to 34, offi cials 
said Wednesday, a 
day after the disaster 
struck the route on 
the hilltop shrine in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Reasi district

Why Vaishno Devi shrine
board didn’t stop pilgrims 
despite bad weather: Omar
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New Delhi, August 27: The 
Union Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, has approved four railway 
projects with a cost of Rs 12,328 
crore, a government press note 
said Wednesday. 

The projects comprise the 
construction of a new rail line 
connecting Deshalpar-Hajip-
ir-Luna, and Vayor and Lakh-
pat, a third and fourth line be-
tween Secunderabad (Sanath-
nagar)-Wadi, a third line from 
Bhagalpur to Jamalpur, and 
doubling of the Furkating-New 
Tinsukia line.  The projects will 
provide connectivity, reduce lo-
gistics costs, and decrease the 
railways’ dependence on oil 
imports, a press note said. The 
construction of the new lines 
will contribute to lower CO2 
emissions and will generate 
direct employment for about 
251 lakh human-days, it said. A 
line will provide connectivity 
to far-fetched areas of the Kutch 

region, adding 145 km and 164 
km of tracks to the existing rail-
way network in Gujarat, it said.

The estimated cost of the 
lines there is Rs 2,526 crore, 
with a three-year construction 
deadline.

“Besides promoting tourism 
in the state of Gujarat, the new 
rail line will help in the trans-
portation of salt, cement, coal, 
clinker & bentonite. The strate-
gic importance of the project is 
that it will provide connectivity 
to Rann of Kutch,” the govern-
ment said.

Cabinet approves 
four railway projects 
worth `12,328 crore
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PAK PROVINCE FACES 
FLOOD EMERGENCY
Thousands of people were evacuated to safer areas across 
Pakistan’s Punjab province, which is facing an unprec-
edented fl ood emergency owing to a combination of heavy 
rains and waters released by India from two dams, offi cials 
said Wednesday. Over 250,000 people from areas along the 
rivers such as the Chenab, Ravi and Sutlej that are facing 
“exceptionally high fl oods” have been evacuated so far

Many efforts are going 
on to make people 
forget 1971...those who 
helped the enemies 
at that time are now 
speaking loudly
MIRZA FAKHRUL ISLAM ALAMGIR | 
BNP LEADER, BANGLADESH

Passenger bus crash 
in Afghanistan kills 25
Islamabad: A passenger bus 
overturned in Afghanistan’s 
capital early Wednesday, 
killing at least 25 people, 
a Taliban offi cial said. It 
happened early in the morning 
in the Arghandi area of Kabul. 
The bus was coming from 
southern Afghanistan with 
passengers from Helmand 
and Kandahar. Reckless 
driving caused the accident, 
which also injured 27 people, 
Interior Ministry spokesman 
Abdul Mateen Qani said. The 
accident comes less than a 
week after a crash that killed 
about 80 people in the western 
province of Herat.

New Indian Consulate 
chancery inaugurated
Houston/ Seattle: The new 
chancery of the Consulate 
General of India in Seattle 
has been inaugurated by the 
Ambassador of India to the US, 
Vinay Kwatra. The chancery 
is located at 1015 2nd Avenue 
in the historic Federal Reserve 
Building, spread across the 
fi rst and 11th fl oors. While the 
fi rst fl oor houses the Consular 
Section for public services, 
the 11th fl oor accommodates 
the Administrative and 
Commercial wings, the 
consulate said in a press 
release Tuesday. The building, 
which functioned as the 
Seattle branch of the Federal 
Bank of San Francisco between 
1951 and 2008, has been listed 
on the US National Register of 
Historic Places since 2013.

Taiwan rattled by 6
magnitude quake
Taipei: A magnitude 6 
earthquake struck in the 
sea off the northeast coast 
of Taiwan Wednesday, 
the island’s weather 
administration said, with 
no reports of damage. The 
quake briefl y shook buildings 
in the capital, Taipei. The 
quake, some 20 km (12.4 
miles) offshore from Yilan 
county, had a depth of 112 
km (70 miles), the weather 
administration said. Taiwan’s 
fi re department said it 
had received no reports of 
damage.

Russia, China conduct 
joint patrol in Pacifi c 
Moscow: The Russian and 
Chinese navies have carried 
out their fi rst-ever joint 
patrol in the Pacifi c region, 
according to a media report 
Wednesday. “The joint patrol 
was launched in early August, 
after the Russian-Chinese 
drills Maritime Interaction 
2025 had concluded in the Sea 
of Japan,” the state-run TASS 
news agency reported.

Army Chief 
Asim Munir is 
power-hun-

gry, which is why 
he has imposed 
the worst kind of 
dictatorship in Pa-
kistan. Munir neither understands 
morality nor Islam

IMRAN KHAN | 
FORMER PRIME MINISTER, PAKISTAN

I beg for a 
permanent 
ceasefi re 

to be reached, 
the safe entry of 
humanitarian aid 
to be facilitated, 
and humanitarian law to be fully 
respected

POPE LEO XIV | CATHOLIC CHURCH LEADER

Beijing hope 
that the US 
will act on 

President Trump's 
commitment to 
welcoming Chinese 
students... (and) 
stop groundlessly harassing, inter-
rogating or repatriating them, and 
earnestly protect their legitimate 
and lawful rights and interests

GUO JIAKUN |  
FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESPERSON, CHINA

SHORT TAKES
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London, August 27: Indians 
have emerged as the national-
ity with the largest percentage 
increase in convictions for sex-
ual offences in the UK amid a 
wider surge in foreigners being 
sentenced for such crimes over 

the past four years in the coun-
try, according to an analysis of 
British government data.

Indian nationals logged a 
72-case increase between 2021 
and 2024, refl ecting a 257 per 
cent hike amid an overall 62 per 
cent increase in foreign nation-
als being convicted of sexual of-
fences during that period.

The figures are based on 
UK Ministry of Justice data 
drawn from the Police Na-
tional Computer and then 
analysed by the anti-immi-
gration think tank Centre 
for Migration Control (CMC).

“The number of foreign na-
tionals convicted of sexual of-
fences increased by 62 per cent 
between 2021 and 2024 – jump-
ing from 687 to 1,114. The Brit-
ish convictions rate for these 
crimes increased by 39.31 per 

cent over the same time peri-
od,” the CMC states in its anal-
ysis this week.

According to the think 
tank’s tally, Indians have re-
mained at the top end of this 
chart since 2021, when 28 such 

offences were logged, followed 
by 53 in 2022, 67 in 2023 and 100 
last year.

Nigerians with a 166 per cent 
increase in cases, Iraqis at 160 
per cent, Sudanese at 117 per 
cent and Afghans at 115 per cent 

make up the top fi ve nationali-
ties in the sexual crime charts 
between 2021 and 2024.

Other South Asian nationali-
ties highlighted in the analysis 
include Bangladeshis, ranked 
sixth with a 100 per cent hike 
over the four-year period, and 
Pakistanis eleventh with a 47 
per cent increase.

Among the non-summary or 
serious crime convictions, In-
dians ranked third with a 115 
per cent increase and a 315-case 
hike for the 2021-24 period, with 
the highest number of cases 
(588) logged last year – more 
than double the 273 in 2021.

“There were almost 
75,000 non-summary con-
victions of foreign nation-
als between 2021 and 2024... 
showing a general pattern 
of increase,” notes the CMC.

“There was a decrease in for-
eign nationals convictions for 
violent offences and fraud of-
fences between 2021 and 2024,” 
the CMC adds.

The analysis follows recent 
UK Home Offi ce fi gures which 
indicated that Indian nation-
als in detention have almost 
doubled in the past year. The 
data also revealed Indians as 
the second-largest group to be 
granted study visas for the UK 
(98,014) and the largest for work 
and tourist visas.

Earlier this month, India was 
among the countries added to 
an expanded UK government 
list of countries where foreign 
criminals will be deported 
once they are sentenced before 
their appeals are heard, as part 
of measures to crack down on 
rising migration to the country.

Indians lead surge in sex crime convictions among foreigners in UK
Indian nationals 

logged a 72-case increase 
between 2021 and 2024, 
refl ecting a 257 per cent 
hike amid an overall 62 

per cent increase in 
foreign nationals being 

convicted of sexual 
offences during 

that period

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Washington, 
August 27: Describing the 
India-US relationship as “very 
complicated”, US Treasury Sec-
retary Scott Bessent Wednes-
day hoped that “at the end of 
the day, we will come together.”

“This is a very complicated 
relationship. President (Don-
ald) Trump or Prime Minister 
(Narendra) Modi have very 
good relationships at that lev-
el. And it’s not just over the 
Russian oil,” Bessent said in an 
interview with Fox Business.

Stressing that India is the 
world’s largest democracy and 
the US is the world’s largest 
economy, he said, “I think at 
the end of the day, we will come 
together.”

His comments came hours 
after the additional 25 per cent 
tariff imposed by Trump on In-
dia for its purchases of Russian 
oil came into effect, bringing 
the total amount of levies im-
posed on New Delhi to 50 per 
cent.

Prime Minister Modi assert-
ed Monday, he can’t compro-
mise on the interests of farm-
ers, cattle-rearers, small-scale 
industries, cautioning "pres-
sure on us may increase, but 
we will bear it.

Bessent said that he had 
thought the trade deal with 
India would be among the fi rst 
ones that Washington would 
sign, but that has not happened.

“The Indians came in very 
early after Liberation Day to 
start negotiating on tariffs, and 
we still don’t have a deal,” he 
said, referring to April 2, 2025, 
when Trump had announced 

Washington would impose 
sweeping tariffs on nations 
around the world.

Bessent added that he had 
thought that “we would have 
a deal” with India in May and 
June. “I thought India could 
be one of the earlier deals. And 
they kind of tapped us along in 
terms of the negotiations. And 
then there is also the aspect of 
the Russian crude purchases, 
which they’ve been profi teering 
on. So there are many levels go-
ing on here.”

He said, “I think at the end of 
the day, we will come together.”

“I think a lot of it by the Indi-
ans has been performative but 
I’ve said this all along during 
the tariff negotiations, the US 
is the defi cit country,” he said.

He said when there is a 

“schism” in trade relations, the 
defi cit country is at an advan-
tage. “It’s the surplus country 
that should worry. So the Indi-
ans are selling to us, they have 
very high tariffs, and we have 
a very large defi cit with them.”

When asked if he worries 
that India is going to set trade 
in the rupee and will trade with 
the rupee currency with the 
BRICS nations instead of the 
US dollar, Bessent said, “There 
are a lot of things I worry about. 
The rupee becoming a reserve 
currency isn’t one of them. I 
think the rupee is near an all-
time low versus the US dollar.”

He further said that the US 
could use a “more fulsome" as-
sist from its European partners, 
as President Trump is trying 
to end the war in Ukraine that 
never would have started if he 
had been President.

“Our European allies need 
to step up. I don’t see them 
threatening the tariffs on the 
Indians. As a matter of fact, 
they’re the ones buying the 
refi ned products that’s made 
from the Russian oil.”

INDIA-US TARIFF ISSUE

‘At the end of the day, 
we will come together’

US treasury secretary comments came hours after the additional 25 per cent tariff 
imposed by Trump on India for its purchases of Russian oil came into effect, 

bringing the total amount of levies imposed on New Delhi to 50 per cent

Our European allies need 
to step up. I don’t see them 
threatening the tariffs on 

the Indians. As a matter of fact, 
they’re the ones buying the refi ned 
products that’s made from the 
Russian oil

SCOTT BESSENT | US TREASURY SECRETARY

REUTERS

Cairo, August 27: Israeli 
tanks pushed into a new area 
on the edge of Gaza City over-
night, destroying houses and 
prompting residents to fl ee, 
witnesses said, ahead of an ex-
pected meeting on the war to be 
chaired by US President Donald 
Trump Wednesday.

Tanks late Tues-
day entered into 
the Ebad-Alrahman 
neighbourhood on 
the northern edge of 
Gaza City and shelled 
houses, wounding 
several people and 
forcing many others, 
who had been taken 
by surprise, to move 
deeper into Gaza’s 
largest city, residents 
said.

“All of a sudden, we heard 
that the tanks pushed into 
Ebad-Alrahman, the sounds 
of explosions became louder, 
and louder, and we saw people 
escaping towards our area,” 
said Saad Abed, 60, a former 
construction worker.

“If no truce is reached, we 
will see the tanks outside our 
homes,” he told Reuters via a 
chat app from his house in Jala 
Street in Gaza City, around one 
kilometre (0.6 mile) from the 
Ebad-Alrahman neighbourhood.

Israel has said it is prepar-

ing to launch a new offensive 
in Gaza City, which it describes 
as Hamas’ last bastion. Around 
half of the enclave’s two million 
people are currently living 
there and Israel has said they 
will be told to evacuate.

Thousands have already 
left, but church leaders in the 
city said Wednesday they were 

staying put, as leav-
ing Gaza City and 
“trying to fl ee to the 
south would be noth-
ing less than a death 
sentence”.

In a statement 
Wednesday, the Is-
raeli military’s Ar-
abic spokesperson 
Avichay Adraee said 
“evacuating Gaza 
City is inevitable” 
and Israel had begun 
facilitating the entry 

of tents into the enclave.
“Before transitioning to the 

next phase in the war, I wish 
to confi rm that there are vast 
empty areas in the southern 
Strip, just as is the case in 
the central camps and in Al-
Mawasi. These areas are free 
of tents,” he said, addressing 
residents’ concerns over lack 
of space in central and south-
ern areas.

Palestinian and United Na-
tions offi cials said the Gaza 
Strip was in need of around 1.5 
million new tents.

Israeli tanks close in 
on Gaza City, Trump 
to chair meeting

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Minneapolis, August 27: A 
gunman opened fi re with a ri-
fl e through the windows of a 
Catholic church and struck a 
group of children celebrating 
Mass during the fi rst week of 
school, killing two and wound-
ing 17 in an act of violence the 
police chief called “absolutely 
incomprehensible.”

Minneapolis Police Chief 
Brian O’Hara said the shooter 
— armed with a rifl e, shotgun 
and pistol — approached the 
side of the church and shot 
through the windows toward 
the children sitting in the pews 
during Mass at the Annuncia-
tion Catholic School. 

O’Hara said the shooting 
suspect is dead and in his early 
20s and does not have an exten-
sive known criminal history. 
Offi cials are looking into his 
motive. 

“This was a deliberate act 
of violence against innocent 
children and other people wor-
shipping. The sheer cruelty 
and cowardice of fi ring into a 
church full of children is abso-
lutely incomprehensible,” said 
the police chief, who noted that 
a wooden plank was placed to 
barricade some of the side 
doors.

The children who died were 
8 and 10, he said.

Children’s Minnesota, a pe-
diatric trauma hospital, said 
in a statement fi ve children 
were admitted for care. Hen-
nepin Healthcare, which has 
Minnesota’s largest emergen-
cy department, said it also was 
caring for patients from the 
shooting.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dubai, August 27: The head of 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency is receiving special police 
protection from Austria following 
a threat, the Vienna-based organ-
isation acknowledged Wednes-
day, as its inspectors reportedly 
returned to Iran to monitor a fuel 
transfer at the country’s sole nu-
clear power plant.

The protection for Direc-
tor-General Rafael Grossi 
comes as tensions over Iran’s 
nuclear programme are rising 
again. France, Germany and 
the United Kingdom appear 
poised to declare “snapback” 
— the reimplementation of 
United Nations sanctions on 
the Islamic Republic over it not 
allowing IAEA inspections, and 
other concerns.

Iran has until August 31 to 
satisfy those concerns. Ques-
tions remain following the 12-day 

Iran-Israel war in June over the 
status of Iran’s stockpile of highly 
enriched uranium, which could 
be enough for several atomic 
bombs if Tehran chooses to build 
them. Iran has maintained that 
its nuclear programme is for 
peaceful purposes only.  Elite 
police unit guards Grossi

Grossi, who plans to run for 
United Nations secretary-gen-
eral, is being protected by an 
Austrian police Cobra unit.

The elite unit under the 
Austrian Federal Ministry 
of Interior mainly handles 
counterterrorism opera-
tions, hostage rescues and 
responses to mass shootings. 
It also engages in personal 
protection and protection of 
Austrian foreign representa-
tions abroad. In Austria, Co-
bra operatives are known for 
protecting the president and 
chancellor as well as the US 
and Israeli ambassadors.

Shooting at Catholic 
school left 3 dead

ISRAELI TANKS ENTER 
EBAD-ALRAHMAN IN 

GAZA CITY, SHELL 
HOUSES, RESIDENTS 

FLEE

CHURCH LEADERS IN 
GAZA CITY REFUSE 

TO EVACUATE AMID 
CONFLICT

TRUMP TO CHAIR 
MEETING ON GAZA, 

AIMS FOR RESOLUTION 
BY YEAR-END

Revellers play in tomato pulp during the annual ‘La Tomatina’ food fi ght festival in Bunol, near Valencia, Spain, Wednesday REUTERS

IRAN SANCTIONS

IAEA chief gets police 
protection over threats
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New Delhi, August 27: Dream 
Sports, the parent company of 
Dream 11, has said the new 
online gaming law resulted in 
loss of 95 per cent in group's 
revenue, but ruled out employ-
ee layoffs asserting it will con-
centrate efforts now on scaling 
portfolio companies including 
FanCode, DreamSetGo, Dream 
Game Studios and Dream Mon-
ey.

Dream Sports, in a statement 
said Dream11 has always fol-
lowed and will continue to fol-
low the law in letter and spirit.

"While this change in law 
has resulted in a loss of ap-
proximately 95 per cent of our 
group's revenue, we remain 
committed to building a great 
Indian sports company, driven 
by AI and the creator econo-
my," it said.

Rebuilding business from 
the ground up will require the 
collective strength of people, 
it said assuring that as tal-
ent-fi rst organisation, employ-
ees would not be laid off.

"In parallel, we will sharp-
en our focus on scaling our 
other Dream Sports portfolio 
companies, namely FanCode, 
DreamSetGo, Dream Game 
Studios, and Dream Mon-
ey, as part of our mission 
to ‘Make Sports Better'," the 
statement said.

The company further said 
it is deeply grateful for the 
continued support of users, 
partners, media and the wider 
ecosystem, and remains com-
mitted to navigating through 
these "tough times".

Dream11 is also no longer 
the title sponsor of the Indi-
an cricket team and the Board 
has initiated the process to 

find a replacement.
The jolt to real money on-

line gaming space came after 
Promotion and Regulation of 
Online Gaming Bill, 2025 was 
passed by Parliament, ban-
ning on all forms of online 
money games, while promot-
ing e-sports and online social 
games.

Now an Act, after the Pres-
ident's nod, it aims to crack-
down on rising instances of 
addiction, money laundering 
and fi nancial fraud through 
such applications.

 Following the passage of 
the Bill in Parliament, online 
gaming platforms, including 
Dream11, My11Circle, WinZO, 
Zupee, and Nazara Technolo-

gies-backed PokerBaazi, have 
halted their real-money online 
gaming offerings.

 Last week, IT Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw had said that 
online money gaming has be-
come a serious social and pub-
lic health issue, with proven 
signifi cant negative impact 
on society.

"Our endeavour is to pro-
mote e-sports and social gam-
ing, online social gaming, and 
we would like India to become 
a game-making hub. For that, a 
lot of efforts are already being 
made," Vaishnaw said.

The minister said so far as 
digital technologies go, online 
gaming has emerged as a "ma-
jor sector" with three main 
segments.

 "Two segments, e-sports and 
online social gaming, are good 
for the society. We are promot-
ing two out of three segments... 
These two will get legal recog-
nition and they will be promot-
ed. And this bill will create an 
authority which basically cre-
ates programs and schemes 
which promote e-sports and 
online social gaming," the min-
ister had said.
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JIO, AIRTEL ANNOUNCE RELIEF MEASURES 
FOR RAIN-HIT CUSTOMERS 
Telecom operators, including Reliance Jio and Airtel, 
Wednesday announced relief measures for customers 
affected by heavy rains and severe weather in Jammu and 
Kashmir, Ladakh, and Himachal Pradesh, offering a three-day 
validity extension for prepaid mobile users with plans expir-
ing this week and a grace period on postpaid bill payments. To 
ensure uninterrupted digital access during this period, Jio is 
implementing the customer-centric measures, it said

The United States' new 
tariff regime marks 
one of the most severe 

trade shocks India has faced in 
recent years. With over two-
thirds of India's $86.5 billion 
exports to the US now subject 
to prohibitive 25-50 per cent 
duties, critical labour-intensive 
sectors 
AJAY SRIVASTAVA | GTRI FOUNDER

PNB opens fi rst 
startup branch
New Delhi: State-owned 
Punjab National Bank (PNB) 
on Wednesday inaugurated 
its fi rst startup-centric 
branch in New Delhi. Aligned 
with the Startup India 
initiative, this branch aims 
to promote entrepreneurship 
and supports innovation 
through services, including all 
facets of banking solutions, 
PNB said in a statement. The 
branch inauguration was 
done in presence of Arvind 
Kumar, Director General, 
Software Technology Parks 
of India (STPI), and PNB 
MD & CEO Ashok Chandra.  
Further, an MoU was signed 
between PNB and STPI to 
extend financial support 
to eligible startups, it 
said. The MoU was signed 
by PNB General Manager 
Sudhir Dalal and STPI 
Director Subodh Sachan. 
Under this collaboration, 
STPI will play a pivotal role 
by sharing a curated list of 
incubated, onboarded, or 
graduated startups with 
the bank, acting as a bridge 
between the startups and 
financial institutions to 
facilitate access to 
PNB's startup-focused 
schemes and financial 
products, it said.

Commercial vehicle 
to grow 3-5 per cent
New Delhi: Commercial 
vehicle dispatches from 
companies to dealers are 
expected to witness a 
volume growth of 3-5 per 
cent year-on-year in the 
current fi scal, rating agency 
Icra said Wednesday. 
Domestic commercial vehicle 
wholesale volumes reported 
a moderate 6.1 per cent year-
on-year increase in July 2025, 
even as volumes declined 
sequentially by 2.7 per cent. 
Within this, medium and 
heavy commercial vehicle 
(M&HCV) trucks and light 
commercial vehicle (LCV) 
trucks are expected to see 
modest growth in the range 
of 0-3 per cent and 3-5 per 
cent, respectively, during 
the year, it added. The 
buses segment, on the other 
hand, is likely to witness a 
comparatively higher growth 
of 8-10 per cent in FY2026, 
Icra stated. While an uptick 
in construction and mining 
activities and a steady 
economic environment 
are expected to support 
demand for the LCV and 
M&HCV truck segments, 
replacement demand is 
likely to drive growth in 
the buses category, it 
added. The segment could 
also benefi t from higher 
institutional demand from 
state transport undertakings 
and private operators, aiding 
overall volume momentum 
in the second half of the 
fi scal, Icra said.

SHORT TAKES

Privatising 
IDBI Bank 
is nothing 

short of privatising 
people's savings. 
Nation-building 
requires strong 
public banks, not profi teering 
institutions

ARUNISH CHAWLA |  SECRETARY, DIPAM

While global 
trade ten-
sions pose 

challenges, Indian 
exporters are 
actively expanding 
into ASEAN, EU, 
and African markets, reduc-
ing dependence on traditional 
partners and sustaining long-term 
competitiveness

HEMANT JAIN |  PRESIDENT, PHDCCI

uoteu

We are also 
moving the 
needle from 

the smartphone 
era to the AI phone 
era. This requires 
a new platform. AI 
is becoming the new user interface 
for consumers

MOHAN RAO GOLI | MD, SRI-B
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New Delhi, August 27: Silver 
prices surged by Rs 2,000 to hit 
a fresh peak of Rs 1,20,000 per 
kilogram in the national capital 
Wednesday, as traders fl ocked 
to safe-haven assets after the 
steep US tariff on Indian prod-
ucts came into effect.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the white 
metal had rallied Rs 3,000 to Rs 
1,18,000 per kg Tuesday.

In the national capital, gold 
of 99.9 per cent purity climbed 
by Rs 500 to Rs 1,01,270 per 10 
grams (inclusive of all taxes)  
Wednesday. The precious metal 
had settled at Rs 1,00,770 per 10 

grams in the previous market 
close.

Additionally, the yellow met-
al of 99.5 per cent purity appre-
ciated by Rs 400 to Rs 1,00,800 
per 10 grams (inclusive of all 

taxes) Wednesday. It had fi n-
ished at Rs 1,00,400 per 10 grams 
Tuesday.

"Gold and silver are continu-
ing their upward trajectory 
amid increased political unpre-

dictability following President 
Donald Trump's dismissal of 
Federal Reserve Governor Lisa 
Cook," Renisha Chainani, Head 
- Research at Augmont, said.

The action has increased 
doubts about the Fed's in-
dependence and capacity to 
set monetary policy without 
interference from politics, 
Chainani added.

Globally, spot gold is trading 
0.55 per cent lower at $3,375.08 
per ounce in New York.

According to the commodi-
ties market experts, the yellow 
metal had rallied on Monday 
after Trump's announcement 
that Fed Governor Lisa Cook 
be removed from her post im-

mediately over allegations of 
mortgage fraud.

The dollar tumbled after 
Trump's move, also benefi ting 
bullion prices in the overseas 
markets. Later, the greenback 
recouped its losses and weighed 
on the precious metal as Cook 
argued that Trump had no 
authority for the fi ring, they 
added.

Earlier this year, President 
Trump had also threatened to 
fi re Fed Chair Jerome Powell, 
whom he has repeatedly criti-
cised for not cutting interest 
rates.

Spot silver also slipped 1 
per cent to trade at $38.23 per 
ounce.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, August 27: The 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
Council, scheduled to meet 
September 3, will likely dis-
cuss ending the compensa-
tion cess by October 31, ahead 
of schedule. 

The GST compensation cess 
was set to end March 31, 2026. 
Discussions, however, have 
started to conclude the cess 
collection earlier, as the loans 
taken during the Covid-19 pan-
demic to compensate states for 
revenue shortfalls are approach-
ing full repayment, according to 
multiple media reports.

The repayment is expected to 
be completed around October 
18, but the government may 
extend the levy until the end of 
October for smooth operations.

Reports citing government 
sources indicated that the 
cess collection may result in a 
surplus of about Rs 2,000–3,000 
crore to be shared equally be-
tween the Centre and the states.

The law mandated the cess 
for compensation for only fi ve 
years, as states worried they 
would lose tax revenue when 
GST was introduced in 2017. 
So the compensation cess was 
levied to make up for the short-
fall of state revenue.

The Centre borrowed Rs 2.69 
lakh crore on behalf of the states 

and provided it to them as loans 
to assist with fi nancial manage-
ment. However, the levy had 
been extended from June 2022 
until March 2026 to service 
loans taken during the pandemic 
when revenues fell signifi cantly. 
As per the Goods and Services 
Tax (Compensation to States) 
Act, 2017, the cess collection will 
have to end once the repayment 
of loans is fi nished.

The Finance Ministry has 
sent its proposal to the GST 
Council for two GST rates of 5 
per cent and 18 per cent across 
all goods, which will replace the 
existing four slab structure. 

However, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had announced 
that citizens will receive a dou-
ble bonus this Diwali through 
a planned GST reform aimed 
at reducing prices of goods 
and services for the poor and 
middle class.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, August 27: Tech gi-
ant Google announced that it 
has added two new features to 
Google Translate that allow for 
real-time conversation trans-
lation and tailored language 
practice. 

"Using the advanced reason-
ing and multimodal capabilities 
of Gemini models, we’re bring-
ing two new features to Trans-
late to help with live conversa-
tions and language learning," 
Google announced.

The updated Google Trans-
late App supports live, two-
way conversations in over 70 
languages, including Arabic, 
French, Hindi, Korean, Span-
ish, and Tamil, with audio and 
on-screen translations, a re-
lease said. To try it out, open 
the Translate App for Android 
or iOS, tap on “Live translate,” 
select the languages you want 
to translate and begin speaking. 
The translation will be read 
aloud with an onscreen tran-
script of your conversation in 
both languages on your device.

These new live translate ca-
pabilities are available starting 
today for users in the US, India 
and Mexico, and they use ad-
vanced speech recognition for 
clarity in noisy environments.

“Google Translate’s live capa-
bilities use our advanced voice 
and speech recognition models, 
which are trained to help isolate 
sounds, even in busy airports or 
at a noisy cafe in a new coun-
try,” the company said.

Further, a Beta language 
practice feature will be rolled 
out this week with custom-
ised listening and speaking 
exercises for English speakers 
learning Spanish and French, 
as well as for Spanish, French 
and Portuguese speakers learn-
ing English.

"To start, just tap 'Practice' in 
the App, set your skill level and 
goals, and Translate will gen-
erate customised scenarios for 
you to dive into. Learners can 
either listen to conversations 
or tap the words they hear to 
build comprehension, or they 
can practice speaking with 
helpful hints," the release said.

The tech giant said that in-
teractive practices are generat-
ed on the fl y and intelligently 
adapt to the learner's skill level.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 27: The 
government has cancelled the 
auction of fi ve critical mineral 
blocks, including a rare earth 
element (REE) block in Karna-
taka, in the fi fth round of auc-
tion due to poor response.

There were no bids for three 
blocks -- two glauconite mines 
in Gujarat and Chhattisgarh 
and one Nickel and PGE (Plat-
inum Group Element) block in 
Karnataka, which led to can-
cellation of their auction, the 
mines ministry said in a notice.

Besides, sale of two other 
blocks -- a tungsten mine in Ma-
harashtra and an REE block in 
Karnataka -- was annulled for 
lack of minimum three techni-
cally qualifi ed bidders, it said.

The fi fth tranche of auction 
of critical and strategic mineral 
blocks was launched in Janu-
ary. Of 15 blocks put on auction, 
10 have been auctioned.

These 10 blocks comprise 
critical and strategic miner-
als including graphite, phos-
phorite, phosphate, REE, va-
nadium and potash and halite 
spread across Chhattisgarh, 
Karnataka, Odisha, Rajasthan 
and Uttar Pradesh.

Coal India, Oil India, NLC In-
dia, and Vedanta Group's Hin-
dustan Zinc were some of the 
companies that secured key min-
eral blocks in the fi fth round of 
auction. A total of 34 blocks have 
been auctioned in fi ve rounds out 
of the 55 put for sale.

The auctions are part of the 
government's efforts to make In-
dia self-reliant on critical min-
eral resources. Critical miner-
als like copper, lithium, nickel, 
cobalt and REEs are essential 
raw materials to fuel the growth 
of clean energy technologies.

Silver hits fresh peak of `1.20 lakh/kg; gold climbs `500

GST Council may end 
compensation cess

BAN BREAKS BIZ MINERAL PUSH HIT

Poor response halts 
rare earth auction

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 27: Ce-
ment prices have seen a sharp 
escalation in the current fi s-
cal, following upward pressure 
from input fuel costs, partic-
ularly petroleum coke (pet-
coke), industry sources said.

The all-India average cement 
price reached Rs 360 per 50-kg 
bag in May 2025, about 8 per 
cent higher year-on-year after 
a steep decline the previous 
year. While regional differenc-
es persist.

May is the latest all-India 
data available.  Sources said 
demand remains robust, grow-
ing 9 per cent in May to 39.6 
tonnes, underpinned by hous-
ing and government-led infra-
structure. Analysts forecast 

6-7 per cent growth in FY2026 
volumes to 480-485 tonnes.

The strongest upward pres-
sure is coming from fuel costs, 
particularly petroleum coke 
(petcoke), which constitutes 
over 50 per cent of the cement 
industry's fuel mix. In the spot 
market, international petcoke 
prices surged 17 per cent.

 Gypsum is another crucial 
component in the production 
of cement and is vital in con-
trolling the various quality 
and performance parameters 
like workability and setting 
time. Its prices have gone 
up due to high import depen-
dence, international sanctions 
and restrictions, and the de-
pleting purity of Rajasthan 
reserves and scarcity of J&K 
mineral gypsum.

Cement prices surge, 
gypsum costs escalate

Google Translate 
adds new features

Jharsuguda: Vedanta 
Aluminium collaborated 
with Jharsuguda district 
administration to organise 
a 10-day Filaria Awareness 
health camp. The initiative 
aimed to boost awareness on 
the prevention and treatment 
of fi laria, a severe vector-
borne tropical disease that 
spreads rapidly during the 
monsoon season. The campaign was inaugurated at the Reserve Police 
Ground, Jharsuguda, in the presence of several distinguished dignitaries, 
including Brajabandhu Bhoi (Additional District Magistrate – General), LK Karmi 
(Additional District Medical & Public Health Offi cer In-Charge), and Radha 
Raman Bhirtia (Additional District Public Health Offi cer). Sunil Gupta, COO, 
Vedanta Aluminium, said, “At Vedanta Aluminium, we believe in harmonizing 
industrial growth with community welfare. In partnership with the district 
administration, the Filaria Awareness campaign demonstrates how collective 
action can drive transformative impact in public health. ” Radha Raman Bhirtia, 
Additional District Public Health Offi cer, Jharsuguda, added, “Collaborations 
between industry and public health are essential for driving meaningful change. 
Vedanta’s support in the fi laria awareness campaign, especially through the 
Awareness Ratha, helped us connect with people at the grassroots, raise 
awareness, and encourage participation. This collaboration has made a 
meaningful impact on public health and strengthened community trust.”

Vedanta organises Filaria awareness drive

Dream 11 loses 95% revenue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 27: The 
USA's steep 50 per cent tariffs 
on Indian goods entering Amer-
ica will severely impact exports 
and job creation in labour-in-
tensive export sectors such as 
shrimp, apparel, leather and 
gems and jewellery.

Exporters said that the impo-
sition of a 25 per cent penalty on 
India over and above the 25 per 
cent tariffs move will disrupt 
the fl ow of Indian goods to its 
largest export market.

The US accounted for about 
20 per cent of India's $437.42 
billion worth of goods exports 
in 2024-25. The US is the largest 
trading partner of India from 
2021-22. In 2024-25, the bilater-
al trade in goods stood at $131.8 
billion ($86.5 billion exports and 
$45.3 billion imports).

"The 50 per cent tariff is like 
an economic sanction. It would 
lead to closure of units and job 
cuts," an exporter from the 
leather sector said.

Mithileshwar Thakur, Sec-
retary General, AEPC (Appar-
el Export Promotion Council), 
said the textiles sector, with 
exports of $10.3 billion, is one 
of the worst-impacted sectors.

"The industry was reconciled 
to the 25 per cent reciprocal tar-

iff announced by the USA, as it 
was prepared to absorb a part 
of the tariff increase. But, the 
additional burden of another 25 
per cent...has effectively driven 
the Indian apparel industry out 
of the US market as the gap of 
30-31 per cent tariff disadvan-
tage vis-a-vis major competing 
countries like Bangladesh, 
Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Cambodia 
and Indonesia is impossible to 
bridge," he said.

Sharing similar views, 
Gems and Jewellery Export 
Promotion Council (GJEPC) 
Chairman Kirit Bhansali has 
said that there is a signifi cant 
dependency on the US market.

"For cut and polished dia-
monds, half of India's exports are 
US-bound. With this tariff hike, 
the entire industry may come 

to a standstill, placing immense 
pressure on every part of the 
value chain, from karigars (arti-
sans) to large manufacturer," he 
has said adding competing man-
ufacturing hubs such as Turkiye, 
Vietnam and Thailand continue 
to enjoy signifi cantly, making 
Indian products relatively less 
competitive in the US market 
due to India's 50 per cent tariff.

Another offi cial from the dia-
mond sector said that diamond 
cutting and polishing, which 
sustains lakhs of jobs across 
Gujarat's hinterland, especial-
ly Surat, Navsari, Bhavnagar 
and Jasdan. A Kolkata-based 
seafood exporter said that now 
India's shrimp will become 
"super" expensive in the US 
market, impacting the compet-
itiveness of exporters.

50% tariffs to severely impact 
labour intensive export sector

Dream11 is also 
no longer the title 
sponsor of the Indian 
cricket team and the 
Board has initiated 
the process to fi nd a 
replacement.
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Dhruv, Tanisha advance
Paris: Indian mixed doubles 
pair of Dhruv Kapila and 
Tanisha Crasto entered the 
pre-quarterfi nals of the World 
Championships with a straight-
game win over Ireland's Joshua 
Magee and Moya Ryan, here 
Wednesday. Seeded 16th, 
Dhruv and Tanisha dominated 
the proceedings to outwit the 
Irish duo 21-11, 21-16 in just 35 
minutes. The Indians will next 
face fi fth seeds Tang Chun Man 
and Tse Ying Suet of Hong Kong 
for a place in the quarterfi nals. 
Dhruv and Tanisha took control 
from the outset, racing to a 
6-2 lead before extending it to 
11-6 at the break. They never 
allowed their opponents a way 
back and comfortably sealed 
the opening game.

Prag draws, Gukesh out 
St Louis: Grandmaster R 
Praggnanandhaa kept himself 
in hunt for an overall top four 
fi nish in the Grand Chess Tour 
after he drew with Wesley 
So of the United States in the 
eighth and penultimate round 
of the Sinquefi eld Cup here. 
The reigning world champion D 
Gukesh was also held to a draw 
by USA's Levon Aronian but the 
Indian went out of contention 
in the ten-players round robin 
tournament. Frenchman Maxime 
Vachier-Lagrave ensured a draw 
with white pieces against USA's 
Fabiano Caruana, who made it 
to the grand fi nale with his fi rst-
place ranking, irrespective of the 
result in the fi nal round.

Swiatek, Sinner cruise 
New York: Iga Swiatek and 
Jannik Sinner showed their 
championship pedigree at 
the US Open Tuesday with 
commanding displays at 
the Arthur Ashe Stadium, 
walloping their fi rst-round 
opponents on the third day of 
fi rst-round action at the newly 
expanded major. Wimbledon 
champion Swiatek arrived in 
pristine form after capturing 
the Cincinnati title and made 
quick work of Emiliana Arango 
6-1 6-2 in just an hour, never 
facing a break point. The 
2022 winner acknowledged 
the unique challenge of New 
York's atmosphere afterwards. 
Top-ranked defending men's 
champion Sinner followed 
suit with an equally dominant 
performance, swatting aside 
Czech Vit Kopriva 6-1 6-1 6-2.

Shuttlers move ahead 
Paris: Two-time Olympic 
medallist PV Sindhu once 
again relied on a late surge to 
overcome Malaysia's world No 
40 Letshanaa Karupathevan 
and reach the women's singles 
pre-quarterfi nals of the BWF 
World Championships here 
Wednesday. The former world 
champion, who had survived a 
scare in the opening round too, 
rallied from 12-18 down in the 
fi rst game to register a 21-19 
21-15 victory in 42 minutes. 
She will face Chinese second 
seed Wang Zhi Yi. Indian men's 
doubles pair of Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty 
then produced a solid show 
to overcame Chinese Taipei's 
Yang Po Han and Liu Kuang 
Heng 22-20 21-13 and advance 
to the pre-quarterfi nals. Earlier, 
the Indian mixed doubles 
pair of Dhruv Kapila and 
Tanisha Crasto entered the 
pre-quarterfi nals with a 21-11 
21-16 win over Ireland's Joshua 
Magee and Moya Ryan. It was a 
case of déjà vu for Sindhu, who 
had looked sluggish against 
Bulgaria's Kaloyana Nalbantova 
in her opener Tuesday. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Chennai, August 27: Veteran 
India off-spinner Ravichandran 
Ashwin Wednesday announced 
his retirement from the Indian 
Premier League, bringing the 
curtains down on a 16-year-long 
association with the tourna-
ment months after saying good-
bye to international cricket.

Ashwin made the announce-
ment through a social media 
post.

"They say every ending will 
have a new start, my time as an 
IPL cricketer comes to a close 
today, but my time as an explor-
er of the game around various 
leagues begins today," Ashwin 
posted on X.

"Would like to thank all the 
franchisees for all the wonder-
ful memories and relationships 
over the years and most impor-
tantly the IPL and the BCCI for 
what they have given me until 
now. Look forward to enjoying 
and making the most of what's 
ahead of me," he added.

In the IPL, he was one of the 
brightest minds to play the game, 
making his debut for Chennai 
Super Kings in 2009. His last ap-
pearance too came in the yellow 
jersey in IPL 2025, after rejoining 
CSK for Rs 9.75 crore following a 
decade-long gap.

CSK paid an emotional trib-
ute in a social media post.

"Chepauk's own.The car-
rom-ball thiruppura-sundaran! 

From your fi rst run-
ups in Yellove on 
the dusty tracks of 
Anbuden to absolute 
spin domination 
in the world's 
grandest 
arenas, 
you've 
given us 
every-
thing.

"You've pillared our legacy 
and made Fortress Chepauk 
roar like no other! You tru-

ly have the streets, Ashwin!” 
the fran- chise posted.

Ash-
win had 
retired 

from in-
ternation-
al cricket 
in Decem-

ber last year 
during the 

tour of Aus-
tralia after a deco-
rated ca- reer that saw him 
become India's second-highest 
wicket-taker (537) in Tests be-
hind Anil Kumble (619).

Overall, he featured in 221 

IPL matches, taking 187 wickets 
at an average of 30.22 with best 
fi gures of 4/34. With the bat, he 
scored 833 runs with a highest 
of 50 and an average of 13.02.

Highs and lows
Ashwin was an integral 

member of CSK's successive ti-
tle-winning campaigns in 2010 
and 2011 and also turned out for 
the now defunct Rising Pune 
Supergiant, Punjab Kings, 
Delhi Capitals and Rajasthan 
Royals during his long career 
in the league. 

Some of Ashwin's fi nest IPL 
moments came in his early 
years with CSK, especially bowl-
ing in the Powerplay against 
marauding batters like Chris 

Gayle and keeping them quiet.
It was in his fi rst three sea-

sons under MS Dhoni that Ash-
win's carrom ball fl ourished, 
eventually propelling him into 
the Indian team.

In the later years, Ashwin 
switched franchises as there 
were captaincy ambitions and 
he even briefl y captained Pun-
jab Kings.

But as the league evolved, his 
attacking mindset and constant 
experimentation sometimes 
came at a cost with his stock 
falling in the later years.

With IPL batters adopting an 
attacking philosophy, franchis-
es increasingly favoured wick-
et-to-wicket left-arm orthodox 
spinners who could also chip 

in with the bat. It was an area 
where Ashwin's returns dipped 
with the bat.  

Despite that, his comeback 
to CSK in 2024-25 after a decade 
following an intense bidding 
war was one of the big stories 
of the mega auction, driven 
largely by CSK patriarch N 
Srinivasan's wish to bring one 
of the franchise's protéges back.

Ashwin's IPL career also had 
its share of controversy.

The 2019 'Mankad' dismissal 
of Rajasthan Royals' Jos But-
tler while playing for Kings XI 
Punjab sparked a widespread 
debate on "spirit of cricket." 
The two later buried the hatch-
et when Ashwin joined Buttler 
at Rajasthan Royals in 2022.
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New Delhi, August 27: The 
union cabinet, headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Wednesday approved India's bid 
to host the 2030 Commonwealth 
Games, naming Ahmedabad as 
the "ideal" venue because of 
its "world class stadiums, cut-
ting-edge training facilities, and 
a passionate sporting culture".

The decision comes days after 
the Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) gave its nod to the propos-
al after a submission of the 'Ex-
pression of Interest' in March.

"The Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi approved the proposal of the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports 
for submission of bid for the Com-
monwealth Games (CWG) 2030," 
stated a release from the Press 
Information Bureau.

"It also gave its approval to 
sign the Host Collaboration 
Agreement (HCA) along with 
the required Guarantees from 
concerned Ministries, Depart-
ments and Authorities and 
sanction of required grant-in-
aid to Gujarat Government, in 
case the bid gets accepted," the 
release added.

August 31 is the last date to 
submit the bid for the event and 
the IOA is expected to complete 
the formalities in the next 48 
hours. India last hosted the CWG 
in 2010. The General Assembly 
of Commonwealth Sport will de-
cide the host country in the last 
week of November in Glasgow. 
India's chances of bagging the 

event have brightened as Can-
ada has pulled out of the race 
citing budgetary constraints.

The PIB statement after the 
cabinet meeting stated that 
Ahmedabad would be the ideal 
host city for the Games.

"Ahmedabad is an ideal host 
city offering world class stadi-
ums, cutting-edge training facil-
ities, and a passionate sporting 
culture. Narendra Modi Stadi-
um, the largest stadium in the 
world, has already demonstrat-
ed its capability by successfully 
hosting the 2023 ICC Cricket 
World Cup Final," it said.

India is also aiming to con-
duct the 2036 Olympic Games 
and for that too, Ahmedabad is 
a front-runner as the host city. 
The city's sporting infrastruc-
ture is being upgraded with that 
ambition and it is hosting the 
Commonwealth Weightlifting 
Championships right now.

The Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel Sports Enclave is one of the 
prime venues that is currently 
under construction and apart 
from the Narendra Modi Cricket 
Stadium, it is designed to house 
an aquatics centre and a football 

stadium along with two arenas 
for indoor sports.

A full-scale budget for the 2030 
edition is yet to be worked out 
and a Sports Ministry source 
told PTI that it would be done 
in due course.

"The cost factor will be deter-
mined during the negotiations 
with Commonwealth Sport de-
pending on how big a roster we 
prepare. We would be able to 
work out an estimate close to the 
end of this year," the source said.

Elaborate roster planned for 2030
The 2026 CWG, which will be 

held in Glasgow, has been mas-
sively scaled down to prevent 
the budget from overshooting. 
The city, which intends to con-
duct the entire event within 
an eight-mile (approx 12km) 
radius, has kept the budget at a 
modest 114 million pounds (over 
Rs 1300 crore).

As a result, some major disci-
plines like wrestling, shooting, 
badminton and hockey have 
been left out of the 10-sport ros-
ter. However, the IOA has made 
it clear that the 2030 Games, if 
they are held in India, will have 

an elaborate programme featur-
ing all the disciplines that have 
been dropped by Glasgow.

"The plan is to have all our 
medal-earning sports like 
shooting, archery, wrestling 
etc. Our traditional sports like 
kabaddi, and kho kho should al-
so be there," IOA joint secretary 
Kalyan Chaubey had said after 
an IOA SGM in Delhi earlier 
this month. 

India had spent close to Rs 
70,000 crore to host the 2010 
edition of the Games, far ex-
ceeding the initial estimate of 
Rs 1600 crore.

Will foster national pride
Athletes from 72 countries 

participate in the Common-
wealth Games and the govern-
ment feels that that the event 
would end up "benefi ting local 
businesses and generating rev-
enue".

"Beyond sports, hosting the 
CWG in India would leave a 
lasting impact boosting tour-
ism, creating jobs and inspiring 
millions of young athletes.

"Apart from that, a large 
number of professionals will be 
getting opportunities in Sports 
science, Event Operations and 
Management, Logistics and 
transport coordinators, Broad-
cast and media, IT and commu-
nications, Public relations and 
communications and in other 
fi elds as well," it said.

The government feels that hav-
ing such a "globally prestigious 
event" will foster a strong sense 
of national pride and unity.

"It will provide a shared na-
tional experience and boost 
the morale of our Nation. It 
will inspire a new generation 
of athletes to enter into Sports 
as a career option and encour-
age greater participation in 
sports at all levels," the release 
stated.

Spin maestro Ashwin announces shock retirement from IPL
THE ANNOUNCEMENT CAME AMID SPECULATIONS EARLIER THIS MONTH THAT WERE RIFE OVER ASHWIN'S FUTURE AT CSK AFTER AN UNDERWHELMING IPL 2025 

SEASON, WHERE HE PLAYED ONLY NINE MATCHES -- HIS SECOND LOWEST IN A SEASON SINCE HE FEATURED IN JUST TWO GAMES IN HIS DEBUT IN 2009

India eyes to host 2030 CWG
Cabinet approves 
India's 2030 CWG 

bid, says Ahmedabad 
ideal host with 

world-class stadiums

INDIA LAST HOSTED THE CWG IN 2010
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Ahmedabad, August 27: Indi-
an weightlifters Ajith Naraya-
na and Nirupama Devi Seram 
delivered superlative perfor-
mances to clinch the gold and 
silver medals in the men's 71kg 
and women's 63kg category 
respectively at the Common-
wealth Championships here 
Wednesday.

Narayana, the 26-year-old 
lifter, recorded a total lift of 
317kg (145kg snatch + 172kg 
clean & jerk) to secure the top 
position on the podium, setting 
new Commonwealth records in 
the process.

Narayana's victory came af-
ter a thrilling contest with Nige-
ria's Joseph Edidiong Umoafi a, 
who claimed the silver medal 
with a total of 316kg (146kg 
snatch + 170kg clean & jerk), 
while Nauru's Ezekiel Moses 
won bronze, managing a total 
of 290kg (135kg snatch + 155kg 
clean & jerk).

Hemanta, Bidusmita shine in 
junior with gold

India continued its golden 

run in the junior categories, 
claiming both gold medals in 
the 71kg men and 63kg women 
divisions as Hemanta Doimari 
(men) and Bidusmita Bhoi 
(women) topped their respec-
tive weight classes at the cham-
pionships. In the junior men's 
71kg competition, 18-year-old 
Hemanta showcased remark-
able composure to claim gold 
with a total of 264kg (118kg 
snatch + 146kg clean & jerk). 

In women's junior 63kg, 
20-year-old Bhoi overcame a 
slow start to secure the top 
prize with 204kg (89kg snatch 
+ 115kg clean & jerk). 

Odisha’s Bidusmita 
Bhoi clinches gold by 

lifting a total of 204 kg in 
the Junior Women’s 

63kg category
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New Delhi, August 27: Indian 
football is staring at an interna-
tional ban with world govern-
ing body FIFA and the Asian 
Football Confederation issuing 
a stern ultimatum to the embat-
tled AIFF that it must adopt and 
ratify a new constitution by Oc-
tober 30 or risk suspension.

In a hard-hitting two-page let-
ter Tuesday, addressed to AIFF 
president Kalyan Chaubey, 
the two international bodies 
expressed "profound concern" 
at the federation's failure to fi -
nalise its constitution despite 
the matter being pending in the 
Supreme Court since 2017. The 
top court is scheduled to take 
up the matter Thursday.

FIFA and AFC have directed 

the Chaubey-led AIFF to secure 
a "defi nitive order" from the 
Supreme Court approving the 
revised constitution, align it 
with the mandatory statutes of 
FIFA and AFC, and ratify it at 
the next General Body meeting 
before the October 30 deadline.

"Failure to meet this schedule 
will leave us with no alternative 
but to refer the matter to the rel-
evant FIFA decision-making 
body for consideration and deci-
sion... including the possibility 
of suspension," the letter men-
tions without any ambiguity.

The missive is jointly signed 
by FIFA Chief Member Associ-
ations Offi cer Elkhan Mamma-
dov and AFC Deputy General 
Secretary (Member Associa-
tions) Vahid Kardany.

Not the first time
This is not the fi rst time Indi-

an football has faced such em-
barrassment. In August 2022, 
FIFA had suspended India for 

"third-party interference" after 
a Supreme Court-appointed 
Committee of Administrators 
(CoA) temporarily ran the AIFF.

That ban, imposed when the 
nation was celebrating its 75th 
year of independence, was lift-
ed within two weeks after the 
CoA was dissolved and elec-
tions were held when Chaubey 
defeated football icon Bhaichun 
Bhutia in a lopsided result.

The world bodies expressed 
concern at the "continued failure 
to fi nalise and implement the re-
vised Constitution of the All In-
dia Football Federation (AIFF), a 
matter that has remained under 
consideration since proceedings 
before the Hon'ble Supreme 
Court of India in 2017."

"Despite repeated assuranc-
es, the absence of a clear and 
compliant governance frame-
work has now created an unten-
able vacuum and legal uncer-
tainties at the heart of Indian 
football," it stated.

Calling it a "prolonged im-
passe" that has "precipitated 
a governance and operational 
crisis," the letter said: "Clubs 

and players remain uncertain 
regarding the domestic compe-
tition calendar."

Lambasting the lack of fi nan-
cial stability and its "profound-
ly negative impact on India's 
football ecosystem", the two 
bodies said they are worried 
about the impact on footballers 
employed by clubs participat-
ing in the Indian Super League.

Dark clouds over 
Indian football
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Thimphu, August 27: A ruth-
less India demolished Bhutan 
5-0 in their fourth match of the 
SAFF U17 Women's Champion-
ship at the Changlimithang 
Stadium here Wednesday.

The Young Tigresses led 3-0 
at half time.

This was the second meeting 
between the two sides in the 
space of four days, the fi rst 
ending in a commanding 8-0 
victory for India.

Indian forward Anush-

ka Kumari (4' 16') picked up 
where she left off, netting 
twice more on Wednesday and 
assisting the fi fth, taking her 

personal tally to seven goals in 
the tournament so far.

The other goals were scored 
by Shveta Rani (24'), Julan 

Nongmaithem (77') and Nira 
Chanu Longjam (90+5').

With this emphatic result, 
India made it four wins from 
as many matches, scoring 22 
goals without conceding any, 
and tightening their grip at the 
summit of the table.

India now sit atop the group 
with 12 points from four match-
es, ahead of the second placed 
Bangladesh with nine points 
followed by Nepal on three. 
Bhutan are yet to score a point.

India wasted no time in 
stamping their dominance. 
Bhutan entered the match 
desperate to plug defensive 
holes after conceding 13 goals 
in three matches but India's re-
lentless pressure meant their 
backline remained porous. 

Young Tigresses closer to SAFF U17 crown
Indian eves now sit atop 
the group with 12 points 

from four matches

AIFF faces ban 
threat as FIFA, AFC 
set Oct 30 deadline 
for ratifi cation of 

constitution

Weightlifters dominate 
Commonwealth C’ships

Anish wins 25m rapid fi re pistol 
silver at Asian Championships
Shymkent: India's Anish Bhanwala once again 
showed why he is the best rapid fi re pistol 
shooter in the country, clinching the silver medal 
in the ongoing Asian Shooting Championships 
here Wednesday. The 22-year-old Olympian 
fi nished with a total of 35, just one shy of gold 
winner Su Lianbofan of China. The bronze 
went to Korea's Lee Jaekyoon. The Indian had 
a one-point lead after the fi rst four series but 
fell behind after that. Another Indian in the competition, Adarsh Singh, 
fi nished fi fth. Bhanwala, the 2018 Commonwealth Games gold medallist, 
was placed sixth with a score of 290 after the precision round of 30 shots 
Tuesday, but in the rapid fi re round Wednesday, the Haryana marksman 
shot a superb 293 to jump to fourth place, aggregating 583 points. China 
are leading the tally in the senior section with 27 medals, including 15 gold, 
while India are second with 23 medals, including nine gold. 

A suspension would 
mean national 
teams and clubs 
being barred from 
all international 
competitions, 
besides throwing into 
uncertainty, India's 
ambitious bid for the 
2036 Olympic Games
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