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Kabul, Sept 1: Desperate Af-
ghans clawed through rubble in 
the dead of the night in search 
of missing loved ones after a 
strong earthquake killed more 
than 800 people and injured 
more than 2,800 in eastern Af-
ghanistan, according to fi gures 
provided Monday by the Tali-
ban government.

The 6.0 magnitude quake late 
Sunday hit towns in the prov-
ince of Kunar, near Jalalabad 
in the neighbouring Nangahar 
province, causing extensive 
damage. 

The quake at 11:47pm was 
centred 27 km east-northeast of 
the city of Jalalabad in Nangar-
har province, the US Geological 
Survey said. It was just 8 km 
deep. Shallower quakes tend 
to cause more damage. Several 
aftershocks followed.

Footage showed rescuers 
taking the injured on stretch-
ers from collapsed buildings 
and into helicopters as people 
frantically dug through rubble 
with their hands.

A Taliban government 
spokesman, Zabihullah Mu-

jahid, said at a press confer-
ence Monday that the death 
toll had risen to more than 
800 with 2,800 injured. He 
said that most of the casual-
ties were in Kunar province.

Buildings in Afghanistan 
tend to be low-rise construc-
tions, mostly of concrete and 
brick, with homes in rural and 
outlying areas made from mud 
bricks and wood. Many are of 
poor construction.

One resident in Nurgal dis-
trict, one of the worst-affected 
areas in Kunar, said nearly the 
entire village was destroyed.

“Children are under the rub-
ble. The elderly are under the 
rubble. Young people are under 
the rubble,” said the villager, 
who did not give his name. 

“We need help here,” he 

pleaded. “We need people to 
come here and join us. Let us 
pull out the people who are 
buried. There is no one who can 
come and remove dead bodies 
from under the rubble.”

The quake has worsened 
communications in Eastern 
Afghanistan. One survivor de-
scribed seeing homes collapse 
before his eyes and people 
screaming for help. Sadiqullah, 
who lives in Maza Dara area of 
Nurgal, said he was woken by 
a deep boom that sounded like 
a big storm approaching.

He ran to where his children 
were sleeping and rescued 
three of them. He was about to 
return to grab the rest of his 
family when the room fell on 
top of him. 

The disaster will further 
stretch the resources of the 
war-torn nation’s Taliban ad-
ministration, already grap-
pling with crises ranging from 
a sharp drop in foreign aid to 
deportations of hundreds of 
thousands of Afghans by neigh-
bouring countries. Sharafat 
Zaman, spokesperson for the 
Health ministry in Kabul, 
called for international aid to 
tackle the devastation wrought 
by the quake. MORE P10
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London, Sept 1: Britain’s 
Queen Camilla fought off an 
indecent attack when she was a 
teenager by taking off her shoe 
and bashing the assailant in the 
groin, according to a new book 
on the royal family.

Camilla was on a train to 
London’s Paddington Station 
in the mid-1960s when the 
man next to her reached out 
and grabbed the future Queen, 
according to an excerpt from 
“Power and the Palace” by 
Valentine Low, a former royal 
correspondent for ‘The Times 
of London’. She told former 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
about the attack when he was 
the Mayor of London.

“Camilla said, I did what my 
mother told me, I took my shoe 
off and whacked him in the 
nuts with the heel,” Low told 
the BBC. “When she got to Pad-
dington, this in a way is the 
crucial bit of the story, she 
found a man in uniform 
and told him what had 
happened and the man 
was arrested. … She did 
the responsible thing.”

The story drew wide-
spread coverage in the 
British media Monday, 
with headlines rang-
ing from the Daily 
Telegraph’s basic 
“Queen fought off 
sex attacker” to the 
Sun’s tabloid-style 
“Camilla whacked 

groper in goolies”. Whatever 
the approach, the tale is sure 
to add to Camilla’s reputation 
as a no-nonsense woman who 
has brought a bit 
of grit to the 
royal 
family.

The story was related to 
Low by one of Johnson’s for-
mer aides, who believed the 
incident was the reason for 
Camilla’s outspoken support 
for charities that work with 
victims of domestic violence. 
She has been reluctant to 

speak about it because her ex-
perience, while upsetting, was 
less serious than the attacks 
suffered by other women and 
girls, Low said.

“She didn’t want to draw at-
tention to her at the expense of 
their experiences,” he said.

Buckingham Palace declined 
to comment on the report.

“Power and the Palace” will 
be published later this month. 
But the book, which details 
the relationship between the 
monarchy and Britain’s po-
litical leaders, has already at-
tracted attention with excerpts 
published in ‘The Times of 
London’ that suggest the late 
Queen Elizabeth II opposed 
the UK’s decision to leave the 
European Union.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Don’t agitate over something 
far away. Come, help us burn 

Trump’s effi gy instead

Malaika defi es age Hirakud needs overhaul Gold hits `1.05L Record payout 
Actor and dancer Malaika 
Arora says that for her 
age is not a limit but an 
evolution

67-year-old Hirakud Dam requires 
comprehensive overhauling to 
address structural concerns and 
enhance capacity 

Gold price surges `1,000 to hit 
yet another record high of 
`1,05,670 per 10 gram in the 
national capital Monday

The ICC Women’s Cricket World 
Cup 2025 set a new benchmark 
with a record-breaking prize pool 
of $13.88 million
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When gritty Camilla smacked groper in the nuts
British Queen Camilla 

was on a train to 
London’s Paddington 
Station in mid-1960s 
when the man next 
to the future Queen 

reached out and 
grabbed her, according 

to an excerpt from a 
new book

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 1: In a 
major step towards enhancing 
healthcare accessibility, the 
state government Monday an-
nounced that free diagnostic 
services under Nidaan scheme 
will be available at AYUSH hos-
pitals and dispensaries across 
the state within a fortnight.

Health & Family Welfare 
Minister Mukesh Mahaling 
said the initiative will cover 
institutions offering Ayurvedic 
and Homoeopathic treatment. 
The scheme will be implement-
ed in nine Homoeopathic and 
Ayurvedic medical colleges and 
over 1,100 AYUSH hospitals, en-
suring wider access to diagnos-

tic facilities for patients.
The move is expected to ben-

efi t thousands of patients who 
previously relied on symp-
tom-based treatment without 
proper diagnostic support. 
With this facility, patients will 
now be able to undergo essen-
tial diagnostic tests before con-
sulting doctors at these centres.

The minister said, “This ini-
tiative will bring a transforma-
tive shift in healthcare delivery 
and ensure more accurate treat-
ment for people across Odisha.”

Under the expanded Nidaan 
scheme, free diagnostic ser-
vices for 40 types of diseases 
will be available in AYUSH 
hospitals. Additionally, the 
government has waived all us-
er fees, except cabin charges, at 
these hospitals.

Expressing gratitude for the 
support, Mahaling thanked 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, Union Health Minister JP 
Nadda, Union AYUSH Minister 
Prataprao Jadhav, and Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
for enabling the initiative.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 1: The rupee de-
preciated just 1 paisa to close at 
an all-time low of 88.10 against 
the US dollar Monday amid In-
do-US trade deal uncertainties 
and higher dollar demand from 
importers.

Forex traders said the rupee 
opened on a weaker note Mon-
day morning and revisited its 
all-time intra-day low of 88.33 
against the American currency, 
weighed down by persistent for-
eign fund outfl ows. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange market, 
the rupee opened at 88.18 against 
the US dollar. The domestic unit 
fi nally settled at an all-time clos-
ing low of 88.10 against the green-
back, registering a fall of just 1 
paisa over its previous close.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Tianjin (China), Sept 1: India 
and Russia Monday vowed to 
strengthen their strategic ties 
against the backdrop of New 
Delhi’s frictions with the US, 
with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi telling Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin that the 
two countries stood “shoul-
der-to-shoulder” even in most 
diffi cult times.

Modi and Putin met on the 
sidelines of the annual sum-
mit of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) with 
a focus on expanding bilateral 
cooperation in economic, fi nan-
cial, and energy sectors.

In his televised remarks, 
Modi also said that 140 crore 

Indians are “eagerly waiting” 
to welcome the Russian leader 
in India in December.

“This is a refl ection of the 
depth and scope of our Special 
and Privileged Strategic Part-
nership. India and Russia have 
always stood shoulder-to-shoul-

der even in the most diffi cult 
situations,” he said. “Our 
close cooperation is important 
not only for the people of both 
countries, but also for global 
peace, stability, and prosperi-
ty,” Modi said.

In his comments, Putin said 
Russia and India have main-
tained “special friendly and 
trust-based” relations for de-
cades and it is the foundation 
for the future development of 
the ties. 

An Indian readout said Modi 
reiterated his support for the 
recent initiatives that have 
been taken to address the con-
fl ict in Ukraine, and empha-
sised the need to expedite a ces-
sation of the confl ict, and fi nd 
a “durable peace” settlement.
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Cuttack, Sept 1: A 64-year-
old man from Balasore was ar-
rested Monday for defrauding 
about 200 people by enrolling 
them in a chain market-
ing scheme through a 
mobile app with the 
promise of a good re-
turn on their invest-
ments, police said.

The accused, identi-
fi ed as Partha Sarathi 
Das, a resident of Chan-
dipur in Balasore district, 
collected a registration fee of 
`16,500 from each person he 
enrolled through ‘Huge App’, 
Cuttack DCP Khilari Rishikesh 
Dnyandeo said. 

“Initially, some people re-
ceived good returns, and upon 

their persuasion, others also 
joined. Those who were able to 
enrol more people were getting 
higher incentives,” he added.

Some members were sup-
posed to receive their money 

August 15, but they were 
told that they would 
have to deposit an-
other `4,950 towards 
maintenance charges. 
Many deposited the 
amount, but later the 

app stopped functioning. 
Sensing that they were 

defrauded, some investors 
lodged a complaint at Cuttack 
cyber police station August 28 
and a probe began, the DCP 
said.

He also said `68,000 was 
seized, and a bank account 
having `2.51 lakh was frozen.

Trump: India offers to 
cut tariffs to nothing 
New York/Washington: US 
President Donald Trump Monday 
claimed that India has now 
“offered” to cut its tariffs to 
nothing, “but it’s getting late”, as 
he said that India buys most of 
its oil and military products from 
Russia and very little from the US. 
“What few people understand is 
that we do very little business with 
India, but they do a tremendous 
amount of business with us,” 
Trump said in a post on Truth 
Social. He added that India sells 
to the US, its biggest “client”, 
“massive” amounts of goods, “but 
we sell them very little - Until now a 
totally one sided relationship, and it 
has been for many decades.”

` hits all-time low 
against US dollar

64-yr old dupes 200 people

Free diagnosis at AYUSH hosps

India-Russia ties key to global stability: PM
SCO condemns 
Pahalgam attack

The Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) Monday 

strongly condemned the Pahalgam 
terror attack and concurred with 
India’s position that “double 
standards” in the fi ght against 
terrorism are unacceptable. 
The infl uential grouping listed 
its strong resolve to combat 
terrorism in a declaration that was 
unveiled at the end of its two-day 
annual summit. “The member 
states strongly condemned the 
terrorist attack in Pahalgam April 
22,” the declaration said. The SCO 
member states also condemned 
the terror attacks in Khuzdar 
and on Jaffer Express, both in 
Pakistan’s Balochistan province.

NATURE’S FURY: NDRF and SDRF personnel conduct search and rescue operations at Pausari village that was ravaged by a cloudburst in Bageshwar 
district of Uttarakhand, Monday  (Report P9) PTI PHOTO

More than 800 killed 
in Afghanistan quake

Rescuers comb rubble 
of homes in remote 
mountainous area

Helicopters ferry the 
injured to hospital

Taliban-ruled 
Afghanistan 
struggling with sharp 
drop in foreign aid

Afghanistan is very prone to 
earthquakes because it is located 
on top of a number of fault lines 
where the Indian and Eurasian 
plates meet. Since buildings in 
the country tend to be made of 
timber, mud brick or weak con-
crete, which are not quake-resis-
tant, casualties and injuries are 
signifi cantly high when tremors 
hit. Quakes in Herat and Pakti-
ka provinces in 2022 and 2023, 
respectively, killed over 2,000 
people. Shallow quakes, like 
one that struck Afghanistan 
late Sunday night, are common 
in the country and are more de-
structive, as seismic waves have 
less of a distance to travel to the 
Earth’s surface

Brahmins gain at cost 
of Indians: Navarro
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York, Sept 1: In a new 
rant against India for its pur-
chases of Russian oil, White 
House trade adviser Peter Na-
varro has said that ‘Brahmins’ 
are profi teering at the expense 
of the Indian people and it 
needs to ‘stop’.

“Look (Prime Minister Nar-
endra) Modi is a great leader,” 
Navarro, the Trump adminis-
tration’s Senior Counsellor for 
Trade and Manufacturing, said 
in an interview with Fox News 
Sunday.

The trade adviser said that 
he doesn’t understand how the 
Indian leader is cooperating 
with Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin and Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping “when he’s 
the biggest democracy in the 
world”. 

“So I would just simply say, 
the Indian people, please un-
derstand what’s going on here. 
You got Brahmins profi teering 
at the expense of the Indian 
people. We need that to stop,” 
Navarro said.



Mumbai: Bollywood diva Malaika Arora says that for her 
age is not a limit but an evolution. She adds that beauty is 
not about holding on to youth but about embracing every 
phase of life with confi dence.

Asked how she views age and beauty today, Malaika, 51, 
who is the brand ambassador for HYUE, told this agency: 
“To me, age is not a limit but an evolution. Every year brings 
wisdom, resilience, and a deeper understanding of yourself—
and that, to me, is the most beautiful transformation of all.”

For Malaika, beauty is about embracing every phase.
“Beauty isn’t about holding on to youth; it’s about embra-

cing every phase with confi dence and grace. When you feel 
content and strong within, that inner energy refl ects 
on the outside, and no number can defi ne 

that,” she added.
The diva had earlier shared 

that glamour is about confi dence, 
grace, and authenticity rather 
than extravagance.

Malaika, who is the sister of 
former actress Amruta Arora, 
was previously married to ac-
tor-fi lmmaker Arbaaz Khan. In 

March 2016, they announced 
their separation, citing 

compatibility issues. 
The couple offi cial-

ly divorced in 2017. 
Together they have 
a son, Arhaan Khan, 
born in November 
2002.
 IANS

Mumbai: Actress Kriti Sanon has been appointed as the brand 
ambassador for UNFPA (The United Nations sexual and repro-
ductive health agency). 

Elated about her new role, the Do Patti ac-
tress shared that she has always wanted to 
use her infl uence for a cause that is close 
to her heart.

During an exclusive chat with this 
agency, Kriti shared: “It is a huge hon-
or and an equally big responsibility. I 
am very excited because I have always 
wished to use my voice and my infl u-
ence for such a cause and initiate a 
change which is close to my heart, 
and I feel gender equality is one 
such issue that is extremely im-
portant and broad.”

“The issue has a lot of as-
pects- whether you talk about 
girl child education, or gender 
based violence- a lot of work 
needs to be done, and I am 
glad I am able to assist UN-
FPA in this journey,” she 
added.

During her two-year 
engagement with UN-
FPA India, Kriti will be 
a part of a series of im-
pactful activities aimed 
at furthering the cause, 
including fi eld visits 
to UNFPA programme 
sites. The Mimi actress 
will also raise aware-
ness through campaigns 
and opinion pieces, and 
join UNFPA events and 
advocacy efforts both 
nationally and inter-
nationally.
                                      IANS

Ganesha is pleased to see 
that you have a bright day 
ahead. Your efforts are due 
to give the results you expect. If you are 
in a mood to achieve something more 
than usual, this is the day for it. You are 
not likely to be disappointed. You will be 
getting increasingly popular socially as 
well as professionally, and gaining the 
trust and support of one and all. 

An auspicious day awaits 
you. You will pay more 
attention to your family than 
to your career or at the work-front. This 
will mean the resolution of some long 
pending issues and projects at home. 
An enjoyable time with your family and 
children awaits you, says Ganesha.

Pack your bags, and don't 
forget the sunscreen and the 
shades. Look at the stars to-
day — Ganesha foresees for you a strong 
prospect of going on a tour. If not an 
individual backpacking adventure, then 
an elaborate family holiday, but travel 
you shall. With Lady Luck smiling upon 
you all day long, getting work done to the 
satisfaction of all is not an issue. 

Today, fi nd yourself rummag-
ing through the vast recesses 
of your inner self. You will 
make fabulous money to spend on your 
loved ones. Face up to work pressures 
by indulging in corporeal pleasures. You 
may warrant the company of someone 
special to think out loud all that is inside 
you, says Ganesha.

You shall also work like a 
donkey and yet be smart as 
hell in what you do today. It is 
favourable if you engage in household ac-
tivities – gardening, cooking, cleaning and 
the likes. Work pressure will be displaced 
by family pleasure, predicts Ganesha.

Your ways to deal with your 
team mates and colleagues 
will be strict and disciplined. 
However, your perfect ways at work will 
leave them awestruck. Your personal 
equations will be least affected by your 
stern ways, says Ganesha. Do not let 
success go to your head.

Impulsiveness, which is not 
really your trait, will be very 
evident in whatever work you 
do today, say Ganesha. Money matters 
will keep you preoccupied for major part 
of the day, but ironically, your otherwise 
methodical approach to everything will 
go for a toss. You will splurge in the 
second half of the day, and it will be more 
than what your means can afford. 

You are ambitious, and quite 
unapologetic about the 
way you pursue your goals! 
You will work hard and push your way 
through if you have to. Not just that, you 
will see to it that you have all the skills 
and competency required to make it big.

Well begun is half done. With 
this in mind, you will set out 
to actively seek the coopera-
tion of your colleagues and the sanction 
of your seniors to tackle some important 
projects, says Ganesha. The evening 
should fi nd you heading out to watch a 
movie or doing something creative, like 
painting.

Ganesha says that you need 
to be more careful in your 
work fi eld as your enemies or your 
competitors will try to pull you down 
today. You will have to be very careful 
in making business agreements or 
negotiations regarding give and take in 
the business. You will see your beloved 
grow distant from you today.

The Archer will be quite 
sharp at work and equally 
penetrating in matters of the heart. 
Though you may temporarily lose focus, 
your mind will bring you back to the real 
world. You will work at break-neck speed 
only to be able to spend as much time as 
possible with your sweetheart.

You will be torn between 
work and family as both try 
to grab your attention. You 
may reserve the evening for having fun. 
You crave to become famous and are 
likely to accomplish your ambition 
shortly. You have Ganesha's blessings 
to support you.
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BROSNAN REGRETS 
QUITTING THEATRE 

PALTROW BAFFLED BY 
HER PUBLIC IMAGE

Hollywood actor Pierce Brosnan has con-
fessed he regrets turning his back on the 
theatre after landing his career-defi ning 
role as James Bond and applauds his suc-
cessor Daniel Craig for treading both the 
mediums. He added: “It’s essential to be 
creative outside of Bond.”

Actress and wellness guru Gwyneth Paltrow 
doesn’t think people will understand her 
until she is dead and she is baffl ed by her 
public image. Speaking in a teaser clip for 
her appearance on The Cutting Room Floor 
podcast, the 52-year-old said: “No one will 
understand me until I’m dead.
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Mumbai: Shanaya Kapoor is exploring a 
new role beyond fi lms as a creator in the 
world of design. She has co-created Indinoor, 
a new jewellery brand from the House of Is-
harya, bringing a modern touch to traditional 
Indian styles.

For Shanaya, jewellery has always held 
personal meaning. Infl uenced by her mother’s 
designs and the role of fashion in cinema, she 
developed an appreciation for the emotional 
value of adornment. With Indinoor, she aims 
to offer women jewellery that blends Indian 
craftsmanship with a modern, playful, and 
wearable style.

“My vision is to create something for 
women who appreciate Indian craftsman-
ship but want pieces that are easy, fun, and 
fi t effortlessly into their style jewellery you 

actually want to wear,” said Shanaya. “We’ve 
grown up seeing jewellery locked away or 
worn only on special occasions. Indinoor 
changes that it’s about celebrating your 
style, choosing joy in the everyday, and 
making Indian jewellery truly your own.”

At the heart of Indinoor is Shanaya’s 
guiding philosophy Jewels of Happiness. 
The collection reimagines polki, jadau, 
temple work, zircon, and more through 
bold chaandbalis, celebratory sets, and 
expressive designs crafted by master 
artisans. 

With Shanaya Kapoor at the creative 
helm, Indinoor offers jewellery that blends 
tradition with a modern touch, designed for 
festive occasions and everyday celebrations 
alike.  IANS

Kriti ecstatic 
over her UN role

Mumbai: It is not surprising to see 
Priyanka Chopra Jonas turn a wild-
life photographer in Nairobi where 
she is shooting for her jungle adven-
ture directed by SS Rajamouli.

Priyanka was always a photog-
rapher and a closeted director. Even 
on the sets of Sanjay Leela Bhan-
sali’s Bajirao Mastani she would be 
clicking her co-stars.

She once told this an entertain-
ment agency, “I always view the 
world through a lens. You could say 
I am a director at heart. One day it 
will happen.”

Currently in Nairobi, Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas’s skills behind and 
in front of the camera are the talk 
of the unit.

A source from the team informed, 
“Priyanka is dazzling. She is a super 
fi ghter on camera, and super-pho-
tographer behind the camera. Her 
pictures are good enough for an 
exhibition. And yes, it may happen 
sometime in the future.”

The 43-year-old was recently seen 
in the action-comedy Heads of 
State and the period action 
fi lm The Bluff. She has al-
so the second season of 
the TV series Citadel, 
Ending Things, Cow-
boy Ninja Viking, 
and the Hindi fi lm 
Jee Le Zaraa in her 
pipeline.
AGENCIES

PC turns 
wildlife 

photographer

MALAIKA ON 
AGE, BEAUTY

Shanaya explores 
beyond movies

SUDOKU
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.postFUN

CROSSWORD
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 1: The 
state government will create 
integrated economic regions 
under ‘Quad City’ programme 
by clustering cities that signifi -
cantly contribute to Odisha’s 
GDP, Housing and Urban De-
velopment (H&UD) department 
Principal Secretary Usha Pad-
hee said Monday.

Addressing media, Padhee 
said the ambitious ‘Quad 
City’ programme aims 
at transforming lead-
ing cities into power-
ful engines of economic 
growth and global com-
petitiveness. 

“The fi rst zone will con-
nect Bhubaneswar, Puri, Cut-
tack, and Paradip — a unique 
combination of administration, 
culture, commerce, and port-driv-
en trade. Similarly, another eco-
nomic zone will be developed 
linking Sunabeda, Koraput, Bar-
garh, and Sambalpur, while a 
northern region will emerge with 
Rourkela and Keonjhar’s Barbil 
as key hubs,” she said.

Complementing this vision, 
the state government has 
launched the Samruddha Sahar 
initiative, which envisages the 
Bhubaneswar-Cuttack-Puri-Pa-
radeep Economic Region (BCP-
PER) as a vibrant urban-indus-

trial corridor to drive economic 
growth, the H&UD department 
Principal Secretary said. 

The scheme also proposes ex-
pansion to other key hubs like 
Sambalpur–Jharsuguda–Bar-
garh, Koraput–Sunabeda–Jey-
pore, and Keonjhar–Joda–Bar-
bil. Further, eight cities around 
industrial clusters will be devel-
oped as model cities, she added. 
“Odisha’s Quad City programme, 

together with the Samrud-
dha Sahar scheme, is 

designed not just to 
expand urban areas 
but to strengthen eco-
nomic transactions, 
industrial opportuni-

ties, and inclusive de-
velopment. These will 

provide a framework for 
balanced regional growth while 
enhancing Odisha’s role in the 
national and global economy,” 
Padhee pointed out.

The initiatives are being 
steered in coordination with 
an internal committee and the 
State Policy Commission to 
ensure strategic planning and 
effective implementation. By 
creating interconnected eco-
nomic zones and sustainable 
urban-industrial corridors, 
Odisha is preparing its cities 
to act as future-ready hubs of 
innovation, trade, and prosper-
ity, she further added. 

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 1: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Monday urged a delegation of 
Indian Foreign Service (IFS) 
offi cers of the 2000 and 2001 
batches, who met him at Lok 
Seva Bhawan here, to help 
promote Odisha’s cultural 
heritage and handicrafts in 
European nations.

During the meeting, the offi -
cers held discussions with the 
Chief Minister on governance, 
development initiatives in 
Odisha, and India’s wider dip-
lomatic engagements. They 
highlighted the growing de-
mand for skilled youth in Eu-
ropean countries and assured 
that ample opportunities await 
Odisha’s young professionals.

Interacting with the delega-
tion, Majhi said his govern-
ment has been taking proactive 
measures to develop the skill of 
state’s youth.

“The Skilled-in-Odisha ini-

tiative has become a globally 
recognised brand, and the fu-
ture looks bright for the youth 
of the state. Odisha will facil-
itate better opportunities for 
its aspiring youth in European 
countries,” he said.

Majhi urged the delegation to 
help promote Odisha’s rich cul-
tural heritage and handicrafts 
in European nations as it would 
not only generate greater pride 
but also enhance the state’s 

global recognition.
The visiting dignitaries 

congratulated Majhi for his 
remarkable work over the 
past year and lauded the 
successful organisation of 
the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 
(PBD) in Bhubaneswar earlier 
this year, which strengthened 
connections between the glob-
al Odia community and their 
home state.

Majhi extended his best wish-
es to the offi cers for their ser-
vice to the nation and appreciat-
ed their contributions in repre-
senting India’s interests abroad, 
an offi cial statement said.

Among them were India’s 
Ambassador to Romania Manoj 
Kumar Mohapatra, Ambassa-
dor to Slovenia Amit Narang, 
and High Commissioner to Mal-
ta Gloria Gangte.

Chief Secretary Manoj Ahu-
ja and Principal Secretary to 
Chief Minister Saswata Mish-
ra were present during the 
meeting. 

The 
delegation 

held discus-
sions with 
the CM on 

governance, 
develop-

ment 
initiatives in 
Odisha, and 

India’s wider 
diplomatic 

engage-
ments

The IFS offi cers con-
gratulated the CM for 
his remarkable work 
over the past year and 
lauded the successful 
organisation of the 
Pravasi Bharatiya 
Divas in Bhubaneswar 
earlier this year, 
which strengthened 
connections between 
the global Odia 
community and their 
home state

The CM extended his best wishes to the 
offi cers for their service to the nation 
and appreciated their contributions in 
representing India’s interests abroad

Promote state’s cultural heritage
in Europe, CM tells IFS officers
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

33.7° 33.2°
24.3° 23.2°
95% 92%

0.2mm 9.8mm

FORECAST

Partly 
cloudy 

sky

MARKET WATCH

GOLD    `104,727   `903

SILVER ̀ 122,350   ̀ 1,979

DOLLAR  88.19   0.00

EURO       102.89   0.09

SENSEX 80364.49   554.84

NIFTY     24625.05   198.20

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 1: The 
newly formed Shree Jagannath 
Temple Management Commit-
tee met Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi Monday at Lok 
Seva Bhawan to express grat-
itude for their appointments 
and discuss key initiatives for 
better temple management.

During the meeting, mem-
bers highlighted the need for 
more systematic and disci-
plined conduct of rituals and 
festivals, alongside accelerat-

ed development of Puri as a 
spiritual and tourist hub. The 
CM assured full government 
support, reaffi rming the state’s 
commitment to developing Pu-
ri as a premier religious desti-
nation with enhanced facilities 
for devotees and visitors.

Prominent committee 
members present included 

Krushna Chandra Samantray, 
Raghubir Das, Ramnarayan 
Gochhikar, Madhusudan 
Singhari, and Jagannath Pu-
japanda, among others.

The committee, chaired by 
Gajapati Maharaj Dibyasingha 
Deb, will hold its fi rst offi cial 
meeting September 3. Key agen-
da items include implementing 

the ‘Dhadi Darshan’ queue sys-
tem to streamline temple visits, 
discussing the relocation of the 
‘hundi’ inside the Natya Mandap, 
and conducting the long-awaited 
inventory of the Ratna Bhandar 
(temple treasury).

The 10-member committee 
includes Siddheswar Moha-
patra, Ganesh Dasmohapatra, 
Maharaj of Balaramkot Matha 
(representing Math & other 
institutions), Girish Chandra 
Murmu (former CAG), K Sabat 
(Chartered Accountant), and 
Mahesh Kumar Sahoo.

New Srimandir panel meets Majhi
FIRST OFFICIAL MEETING SET FOR SEPT 3 TO 
DISCUSS DHADI DARSHAN, SHIFTING HUNDI, 

AND RATNA BHANDAR INVENTORY

I, Gadadhar Pradhan, 
S/o - Late Magiti 
Pradhan, resident 
of  Village / Post - 
Ataranga, PS - Aska, 
Dist. - Ganjam, Odisha, 
PIN - 761116 declare by 
this Affi davit No. 2135 
dated 22.08.2025 that 
now onwards I shall 
be known as Gadadhar 
Pradhan for all purpose.

I, Srikant Kumar 
Sethi, S/o- Karunakar 
Sethi, Resident of  Qr. 
No.- B-695, Sector-2, 
Saraswati Vihar, Nalco 
Township, Damanjodi, 
Dist.- Koraput, PIN- 
763008, Odisha declare 
by this affi davit Cf  No.- 
11, dtd. 01.09.2025 that 
now onwards I shall 
be known as Srikanta 
Kumar Sethi for all 
future purposes. 

I, Sashi Bhusan 
Majhi, S/o- Krushna 
Chandra Majhi, 
At/P.O.- Dengapadar, 
Via- Mirganguda, 
Dist.- Koraput, Odisha- 
764063 solemnly declare 
that I have changed 
my minor son’s name 
“JAYATIRANJAN 
MAJHI” to 
“JYOTIRANJAN  
MAJHI” on dated 
11.08.2025 before Notary 
Public, Borigumma. 
Henceforth, 
JAYATIRANJAN 
MAJHI shall be known 
as “JYOTIRANJAN 
MAJHI” for all future 
purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

MANOJ KUMAR JENA, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 1: Co-
conut, valued for its versatile 
uses, is revered as ‘Kalpa-
brukhya’ in several religions 
since every part of the tree 
serves a purpose. This year’s 
World Coconut Day theme, 
“Uncovering Coconut’s Pow-
er, Inspiring Global Action,” 
highlights the need to boost 
innovation and revitalise the 
coconut sector through sus-
tainable practices and part-
nerships.

Taking a signifi cant step 
towards sustainability, local 
artisans are giving new life to 
discarded coconut shells by 
crafting them into beautiful 
handicrafts and utility prod-
ucts.

Bijay Kumar Kamila, a 
mechanic from Mayurbhanj 
district, discovered the value 
of coconut shells by turning 
them into intricate sculptures. 
“During the Covid period, I 
noticed discarded coconut 
shells and thought of creating 
something with them. That’s 

when I began crafting detailed 
sculptures,” he said. 

Kamila has recreated Biju 
Patnaik’s Dakota aircraft and 
several other works using 
coconut shells. “The appreci-
ation from locals motivated 
me to pursue this art further. 
Currently, I am working on a 
sculpture based on ‘Operation 
Sindoor’ and also plan to open 
a coconut shell sculpture mu-
seum in my town to promote 
this craft,” he added.

Similarly, Bishnu Prasad 
Dash from Puri recognised 
the potential of coconut shell 
waste and transformed it in-
to art. He handcrafts elegant 

home décor items, earning 
praise from his community. 
“This is a traditional art of 
coastal areas, and I want to 
give it a modern touch,” Dash 
said. He collects discarded co-
conut shells from nearby vil-
lages and repurposes them in-
to unique creations. “Through 
this craft, I aim to raise aware-
ness and create employment 
opportunities for youth in this 
sector,” he added.

Noted Bhubaneswar-based 
coconut shell artist Devi 
Prasad Dash raised con-
cerns over coconut produc-
tion in Odisha, pointing out 
the state’s lack of variety. 
“From coconut shells, we can 
create not only home décor 
and sculptures but also util-
ity products with significant 
health benefits. 

However, these require 
different varieties of coconut 
shells, which our state cur-
rently lacks. We urge the gov-
ernment to increase both the 
cultivation of coconut trees 
and the diversity of their va-
rieties in Odisha,” he said.

Breastfeeding room now
operational at Srimandir
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Puri, Sept 1: The Shree Ja-
gannath Temple Administra-
tion (SJTA) Monday opened 
a breastfeeding room on the 
premises of the 12th-century 
shrine in Puri.

SJTA chief administrator Ar-
abinda Padhee said such a fa-
cility was the need of the hour, 
as a large number of nursing 
mothers visit the temple every 
day along with their children.

“A dedicated breastfeeding 
room is operational on the tem-
ple premises from today,” he told 
reporters. Women attendants 
have been engaged to assist the 
visitors in the room, he said.

Four women can feed their 
babies at a time in the breast-
feeding room, which has been 
designed to ensure privacy, hy-
giene and safety of mothers and 
children, an offi cial said.

“The nursing mothers can 
also avail medical assistance 
if required in the facility,” 
Puri Collector Dibya Jyoti 
Parida said.

WORLD COCONUT DAY TODAY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 1: A 
priest was sentenced to seven 
years in jail by a special court 
in Bhubaneswar Monday for 
sexually assaulting a 13-year-
old girl at a temple.

Pradyumna Kumar Mallia 
(35), a priest of the Kapileswar 
temple, was convicted by the 
special POCSO court in con-
nection with the incident that 
happened June 3.

The court directed the dis-
trict legal services authority 
to provide compensation of Rs 
1 lakh to the survivor.

The girl, along with her 
cousin sister, went to the tem-
ple on the evening of June 3. 
They got separated on the tem-
ple premises, according to the 
prosecution.

Around 8pm, the girl was re-
turning alone from the temple 
as she could not fi nd her cous-
in. At that time, the priest in-
vited her to see the puja at the 
Shani temple, which is located 
in the same complex.

The girl went with the 
priest, who took her to a dark 
place in the temple complex 
and sexually assaulted her. As 
she resisted, he threatened to 
kill her, the prosecution said.

The priest eventually let her 
go, and she found her sister at 
the temple’s gate. She told her 
the whole incident, and then 
went home and narrated it to 
her mother, it said.

The girl’s mother fi led a 
complaint at Lingaraj police 
station.

Police registered a case un-
der relevant sections of the 
BNS and POCSO Act, and ar-
rested the accused.

Priest gets 7-year jail term
for minor’s sexual assault

‘QUAD CITY’ TO INTEGRATE 
STATE’S ECONOMIC REGIONS 

Odisha artisans turn coconut 
shells into sustainable crafts

Discoms launch 1-kW 
rooftop solar scheme
Bhubaneswar: The Tata Power-led 
Odisha discoms Monday launched a 
1-kW rooftop solar scheme, enabling 
households to generate around 100 
units of electricity per month, offi cials 
said. The scheme was launched under 
the Utility-Led Aggregation (ULA) 
model, as part of the government’s fl ag-
ship PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana.
While setting up a 1-kW solar system 
typically requires an investment of 
`65,000-`75,000, under the ULA model, 
consumers are required to make a one-
time payment of `5,000, the company 
said in a statement. The bulk of the 
cost is met through central and state 
subsidies, aggregated and facilitated 
by Tata Power-led Odisha discoms.
“With a 1-kW rooftop solar system, 
households can generate around 100 
units of electricity per month, leading 
to average annual savings of nearly 
`5,000.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 1: The 
Bhubaneswar Development 
Authority (BDA) marked its 
43rd Foundation Day Monday 
by inaugurating a new park 
and playground at K9B, Kalinga 
Vihar. Housing & Urban Devel-
opment and Public Enterprises 
Minister and BDA chairman 
Krushna Chandra Mahapatra 
inaugurated the facilities, de-
veloped at an estimated cost of 
`5.5 crore (2.3-acre playground 
and 1.36-acre park).

The inauguration was attend-
ed by BMC Mayor Sulochana 
Das, Ekamra-Bhubaneswar 
MLA Babu Singh, H&UD Princi-
pal Secretary Usha Padhee, and 
BDA Vice-Chairman N. Thirum-
ala Naik. Later, the Foundation 
Day programme was held at 
Soochana Bhawan, with Min-
ister Mahapatra as chief guest. 
Other dignitaries included BDA 
Secretary Manas Ranjan Padhi 
and BDA Karmachari United Fo-
rum president Samir Mohanty.

Addressing the gathering, 
Minister Mahapatra stressed 
the importance of strategic ur-
ban planning to manage Bhu-
baneswar’s rapid growth, urging 
greater collaboration between 
authorities and citizens.

BDA inaugurates 
park, playground 
on foundation day

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 1: The 
Odisha Sub-Ordinate Staff Se-
lection Commission (OSSSC) 
will re-conduct the preliminary 
examination for posts like RI, 
ICDS Supervisor, ARI, Amin, 
and Statistical Field Surveyor 
under the Combined Recruit-
ment Examination (CRE) 2023 
(IV) on CBRE mode from Octo-
ber 8, 2025, offi cial sources said.

The exam is expected to con-
tinue until the third week of 
November, covering all districts 
across Odisha. In a notifi cation, 
the OSSSC clarifi ed that candi-
dates will be able to download 
their admission letters from its 
website – www.osssc.gov.in – by 
logging in with their User ID and 
Password. “The admission letter 
will carry important details such 
as the candidate’s exam date, ven-
ue, shift timing, and exam centre,” 
it said. To help candidates with the 
CBRE format, a mock test link will 
be made available on the portal. 
Candidates are strongly encour-
aged to take the mock test ahead 
of their scheduled exam, it added.

OSSSC to re-conduct
CRE 2023 from Oct 8



P5stateTUESDAY | SEPTEMBER 2, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Burla, Sept 1: The 67-year-
old Hirakud Dam, the world’s 
longest earthen dam, requires 
comprehensive overhauling to 
address structural concerns 
and enhance capacity, accord-
ing to a senior offi cial.

Sudhir Kumar Sahu, Addi-
tional Chief Engineer, Hira-
kud Dam Circle, said while the 
dam’s overall strength remains 
good, superfi cial cracks and 
cavities have been identifi ed 
upstream of the reservoir.

“We are maintaining the dam 
properly and the Central Soil 
and Material Research Station 
and Central Water and Power 
Research Station have given 
good reports. Its strength is 
very good, but there are some 
superfi cial cracks and cavities 
upstream of the reservoir,” Sa-
hu told PTI.

The Hirakud Dam project 
is built across the Mahanadi 
River at about 12 km upstream 
of Sambalpur town. Located 6 
km away from NH6, the dam is 
accessible via Hirakud Railway 
Station as the nearest rail con-
nection and Jharsuguda as the 
nearest airport

The 25.4-km long dam, which 
creates Asia’s largest artifi cial 
lake spanning 743 sq km, was 
completed in 1957 as India’s 
fi rst multipurpose project after 
Independence.

Construction began in 1948 
after the foundation stone 
was laid in 1946 by then Gov-
ernor Sir Hawthorne Lewis. 
Then Prime Minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru laid the first 
batch of concrete in 1948, and 
the project was inaugurated 
January 13, 1957.

Currently, the dam serves 
multiple purposes, including 
fl ood control, irrigation, pow-
er generation, industrial and 
domestic water supply.

Sahu said the identified 
structural issues are being 
addressed through periodic 
treatment. “We have one pack-
age for underwater treatment 
under DRIP 3 and one addi-
tional spillway will be con-
structed,” he said.

The Central Water Commis-
sion has recommended build-
ing an additional spillway to 
handle increased water release 
capacity. While the current 
spillway can manage 15 lakh 
cusec, the new facility will help 
handle Probable Maximum 
Flood of 24.6 lakh cusec.

“CWC has told us to build 
another spillway, additional 
spillway. It is under process 

and MoU will be signed with 
the CWC,” the offi cial said.

Regarding funding, Sahu 
explained that routine main-
tenance costs are borne by the 
state government while major 
schemes like spillway construc-
tion, underwater treatment and 
lining are funded by the Centre.

Three major packages are 
currently underway - under-
water treatment under DRIP 
3, construction of an addi-
tional spillway, and automa-
tion of gates.

Despite good monsoon this 
year with increased water fl ow 
in rivers, there has been no 
fl ooding in downstream areas.

“We opened 20 gates in the 
fi rst phase and later closed 
them. This season we opened 
12 gates. Now two gates are 
open and there is no fl ood in the 
downstream area,” Sahu said.

The offi cial emphasised the 
need for Central government 
support for the ageing infra-
structure.

“Hirakud dam is more than 
65 years old. So, overhauling 
is necessary and the Central 
government is cooperating in 
many ways with the state gov-
ernment,” he added.

At 67, Hirakud dam needs
major overhaul: Chief engr

POST NEWS NETWORK

Umerkote, Sept 1: Villagers of 
Badabasini village under Uma-
rkote block in Nabarangpur 
district staged a road blockade 
Monday to protest the death 
of a pregnant ASHA, alleging 
medical negligence. The victim, 
Dayamati Bhatra, was critical-
ly ill after experiencing labour 
Sunday afternoon and died 
while being transferred to the 
district headquarters hospital 
in Nabarangpur.

According to family mem-
bers, Dayamati was fi rst ad-
mitted to the Umarkote sub-di-
visional hospital around 3pm, 
where she received treatment 
for three hours before doctors 
advised to shift her as her con-
dition worsened. She passed 

away en route to the district 
headquarters hospital. Her 
body was carried back to Bad-
abasini village at night. Over 
100 villagers and local health 
workers marched 5 km Monday 
morning carrying her body on 
a bier in a protest procession, 
demanding accountability and 
compensation.

Protesters demanded strict 
action against the attending 
doctor, Sagarika Swain, and de-
manded compensation from the 
state and Central governments.

Following instructions 
from the District Collector, 
Umerkote Municipal Execu-
tive Offi cer Alok Kumar Anu-
gulia, Additional Tehsildar 
Nilambar Pujari, police sta-
tion in-charge Ramakant Sae, 
SIs Shibaji Prasad Panda, and 

Akshay Mishra visited the site 
and held discussions with the 
protesters. Authorities said an 
inquiry will be conducted into 
the incident and strict action 
will be taken against the doc-
tor if negligence is established. 
The state government will be 
formally requested to provide 
compensation, with `10,000 
from the Red Cross fund and a 
monthly allowance of `4,000 un-
der the Batsalya scheme for the 
deceased’s daughter. Following 
these written assurances, pro-
testers ended their four-hour 
road blockade, and normal 
traffi c resumed. Dayamati was 
cremated at Badabasini village 
crematorium.

Meanwhile, Dr Sagarika 
Swain strongly denied any neg-
ligence. She stated that Daya-
mati experienced labour from 
Saturday and was brought to 
Umerkote hospital Sunday in 
a severe condition with bleed-
ing. She was examined imme-
diately upon arrival. Due to 
heavy bleeding and the onset 
of labour complications, she 
was referred to Nabarangpur 
district headquarters hospital 
for further treatment. Dr Swain 
maintained that no negligence 
occurred during her care. 

Protest erupts as pregnant ASHA
dies due to ‘medical negligence’
OVER 100 VILLAGERS AND LOCAL HEALTH WORKERS MARCH 5 KM CARRYING 

THE BODY ON BIER DEMANDING ACCOUNTABILITY AND COMPENSATION

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dasamantapur, Sept 1: Villag-
ers of Paduguda village under 
Lulla panchayat in Dasaman-
tapur block of Koraput district 
carried a 30-year-old man on a 
cot for 3 km Monday after he 
was bitten by a snake while 
grazing cattle near Ajaghat hill. 

The victim, Naveen Saun-
ta, son of Sarathi Saunta, was 
critical and had to be carried to 
the Dasamantapur community 
health centre for treatment due 
to lack of proper road and de-
layed ambulance service.

According to villagers, 
Naveen was bitten by a snake 
on his right hand while grazing 
cattle about half a kilometre 
away from his home. Hearing 
his cries, other herders alert-
ed his father, who, along with 
villagers, carried him on a cot 
over rough terrain to Lulla 
village square. An ambulance 
had been contacted but failed to 

arrive even after an hour-long 
wait. From Lulla, Naveen was 
transported by an auto-rick-
shaw arranged by a local resi-
dent to the health centre.

Doctors said Naveen re-
ceived preliminary treatment 
and would be transferred to the 
district headquarters hospital if 
necessary. Villagers said more 
than 85 tribal families live in 
Paduguda without proper road 
connectivity. Despite repeated 
written and verbal complaints 
to block offi cials, district ad-
ministration, and political 
leaders over the years, no ac-
tion has been taken to improve 
road access, they added. 

Snakebite victim 
carried 3 km on 
cot to reach hosp

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, Sept 1: Forest 
offi cials seized two leopard 
skins and arrested four men 
in Rayagada district while they 
were attempting to smuggle the 
skins to Maharashtra, offi cials 
said Sunday.

The joint operation was carried 
out by the Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI), Mumbai, and 
the Rayagada Forest Division. 
Two of the accused are from Ma-
harashtra and two are residents 
of Rayagada. They were produced 
in court late Sunday. 

The arrested men were identi-
fi ed as Prabhakar Nayak and Raj 
Kumar Gupta of Matinagar, Ma-
harashtra, and Jisaya Gamang 
of Anjarsing village and Mahesh 
Huika of Machhakhunti village 
under Gunupur block in Ray-
agada district. The operation 
was led by Assistant Conserva-
tor of Forests Ashok Pradhan, 
with participation of Ranger 
Kameswar Achari, Forester 
Gauri Sahu and other staff.

According to the Forest de-
partment, Jisaya and Mahesh 
arranged to sell the skins to 
Nayak and Gupta. The DRI 

tracked the group, and acting 
on specifi c intelligence, caught 
them red-handed Saturday.

Pradhan said the skins, be-
lieved to be of leopards aged 
between fi ve and seven years, 
were sourced from Gajapati 
district and were intended to 
be smuggled to Maharashtra. 
The origin of the hides is still 
under investigation. In Novem-
ber 2023, the Special Task Force 
of Crime Branch had seized two 
leopard skins in Rayagada’s 
Chandili police limits and ar-
rested two people. 

According to the 2017 elephant 
and tiger census, forests under 
the Gudari, Muniguda and Kaly-
ansinghpur ranges of Rayagada 
district housed 16 elephants and 
six leopards. However, ACF 
Pradhan said the 2023-24 census 
did not record any tigers in the 
district. He added that elephants 
from neighbouring Kalahandi 
and Kandhamal districts are 
occasionally spotted entering 
Rayagada forests in search of 
food. Pradhan said the Forest 
department maintains regular 
awareness campaigns in rural 
areas to strengthen wildlife 
protection.

2 leopard hides seized; 4 held
DRI BUSTS SMUGGLING RING

Berhampur: The Berhampur Municipal 
Corporation (BeMC) observed Local 
Self-Governance Day Sunday at the 
Khallikote University Stadium here. 
State Commerce, Transport, Mines and 
Steel Minister Bibhuti Bhushan Jena 
attended as chief guest and paid tribute 
to Ganjam’s eminent sons Maharaja 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati and Shashi 
Bhushan Rath. Jena said Berhampur 
faces a shortage of space, which could 
hinder government-backed develop-
ment projects. He urged residents to 
work together for the city’s growth in 
education, health and sanitation. Plans 
are underway to build a ring road linking 
Berhampur, Chhatrapur and Gopalpur, 
he added. RDC (South) Sangram Keshari 
Mohapatra and Sub-Collector Abinash 
Kumar also attended as guests of honor. 
“If Ganjam is strong, Odisha is strong,” 
Mohapatra said, stressing the impor-
tance of keeping the city clean and beau-
tiful. The occasion saw the inauguration 
of development projects worth `4 crore 
and foundation laying for 11 projects 
costing `10 crore. BeMC Commissioner 
Prathamesh Aravind Rajashirke said the 
civic body aims to transform Berhampur 
into a modern city with advanced urban 
facilities. He noted that a proposal to 
merge 18 panchayats into the corpora-
tion has been approved, paving the way 
for a “Greater Berhampur.” 

Work together for
city’s growth: Min

Malkangiri: A 45-year-old man, stranded for 
over 20 hours in the middle of Saveri River on 
the Odisha-Chhattisgarh border, was rescued 
Monday after being airlifted by a helicopter 
after spending the night clinging to a tree 
branch and a rock to survive, police said. 
The man was identifi ed as Irma Sodi of Kata-
materu village in Malkangiri district. He had 
travelled Sunday to Sukma district in Chhat-
tisgarh to work in a banana plantation. While 
returning home late at night, his country 
boat capsized midstream due to rising water 
levels and strong current. Sodi managed to 
hold on to a tree branch and later climbed 
onto a rock, where he remained trapped 
overnight. He failed to reach the bank as 
the river was in spate. Villagers spotted the 
stranded man and alerted the local sarpanch 
Monday morning. The sarpanch in turn in-
formed the fi re brigade personnel at Padia as 
well as the Malkangiri district administration 
and local MLA. Malkangiri MLA Narsingha 
Madkami reached the spot and held talks 
with the Chhattisgarh administration. While 
the Malkangiri district administration took up 
the matter with its counterpart in Sukma, the 
MLA contacted BJP’s Sukma unit president, 
who expedited the rescue operation. “Initial-
ly, the fi re services personnel of Odisha tried 
to rescue Sodhi, but could not go near him 
due to the strong river current. Finally, a heli-
copter of the air force arrived from Jagdalpur 
and airlifted Sodhi to safety. He was rushed 
to a hospital in Sukma and his condition is 
stated to be stable,” Madkami said.

Man trapped in middle
of Saveri River airlifted
to safety after 20 hours

Sudhir Kumar Sahu, 
Additional Chief 
Engineer, Hirakud Dam 
Circle, said while the 
dam’s overall strength 
remains good, 
superfi cial cracks and 
cavities have been 
identifi ed upstream of 
the reservoir



I
n response to a petition, 
the Supreme Court recent-
ly expressed dismay at the 
low salary paid to contrac-

tual teachers in certain Gujarat 
colleges. The bench said, “It is 
disturbing that assistant profes-
sors are getting monthly emolu-
ments of `30,000. It is high time 
that the state takes up the issue 
and rationalises the pay struc-
ture on the basis of functions 
that they perform.” The pay of 
the contractual assistant profes-
sors has not changed since 2012. 
But those appointed on a regular 
basis for similar academic duties 
are paid between ̀ 1.2 to 1.4 lakh 
per month, i.e. four times more. 
This violates the principle of 
equal pay for equal work in the 
same organisation. The contrac-
tual faculty also have no corre-
sponding benefi ts like health, 
earned leave or pension, which 
the regular faculty get. The court 
said that it is not enough to re-
cite “gurur bramha gurur vish-
nu gururdevo maheshwarah” at 
public functions if the country 
was treating its teachers thus. 
Academicians, lecturers and 
professors are the intellectual 
backbone of the country and 
they shape young minds.

But one fourth pay for similar 
work to contractual teachers is 
not the only story of disparity. 
The more lamentable situation 
is the employing of part time 
teachers, euphemistically called 
on “clock hour basis” (CHB) 
across the country. When uni-
versities and colleges have sanc-
tioned positions but do not get 
approvals to fi ll those positions 
as regular appointments, they 
resort to appointing faculty on 
CHB basis. According to data 
from July this year, 26% of the 
total 18,951 sanctioned faculty 
posts in 46 Central universities 
are vacant. The situation in 
the state universities is much 
worse. In Rajasthan, 1597 of the 
2512 sanctioned posts are vacant 
across 16 universities. Of these, 
fi ve state universities are oper-
ating without a single perma-
nent faculty member, as per a 
report from Times of India. In 
Maharashtra, colleges and uni-

versities are heavily reliant on 
CHB teachers because recruit-
ment has lagged. Of the 53,178 
sanctioned positions nearly 
7,000 remain vacant. More 
than 60% of teaching posts lie 
vacant in at least fi ve of the 11 
traditional state universities in 
Maharashtra. These include the 
universities of Mumbai, Pune 
and Kolhapur. CHB teachers 
are paid a measly `400 to 800 
per lecture, with a maximum 
of thirty lectures a month, with 
no health insurance, pension or 
leave benefi ts. There is no job se-
curity as they face annual re-ap-
pointments and unpredictable 
workloads. Their situation is 
similar to daily wage workers.

The General Secretary of the 
Bombay University and College 
Teachers’ Union has warned, 
“By normalising CHB positions, 
government is casualising high-
er education … a CHB teacher’s 
job is akin to that of a daily-wage 
worker — and the dignity of the 
profession is lost.” One side ef-
fect is that private universities 
will proliferate, which in itself 
may not be a bad thing, unless 
their regulation is lax. With 
limited state regulatory capac-
ity and oversight, the situation 
can indeed become bleak and 
desperate for the faculty in pri-
vate colleges too. 

The growing reliance on 
underpaid, undertrained, and 
insecure faculty has lowered in-
centives for long-term academic 
investment, research, and men-

toring. In many colleges, perma-
nent faculty focus on adminis-
trative roles, while day-to-day 
teaching is left to CHB instruc-
tors juggling multiple colleges. 
The teacher shortage crisis is 
compounded by a collapse of 
trust in government-run educa-
tion. Not surprisingly there is 
an exodus of students to private 
colleges and universities. In ur-
ban India, over 30% students 
attend government schools, as 
per a recent CMS survey. This 
survey also reports that in affl u-
ent neighbourhoods, municipal 
schools operate with single-dig-
it enrolments. Some have been 
repurposed as anganwadis or 
have shut down entirely. Near-
ly 54% of urban enrolments are 
in unaided schools. This shift 
has resulted in underutilised 
public infrastructure, while 
municipal budgets continue to 
fund half-empty schools. For in-
stance, in the recent July frenzy 
for admissions to junior colleges 
across Maharashtra, it was re-
vealed that there were 300 col-
leges, fully funded by the state 
that received zero applicants. 
These colleges receive grants 
for staff and faculty salaries but 
have no students. There is suspi-
cion that this state of affairs has 
been going on for quite some 
time. It was shocking enough 
for the Bombay High Court to 
take suo moto cognisance and 
initiate legal proceedings. 

The weak public education 
system has fuelled a booming 

shadow schooling economy, 
with one in three students na-
tionally taking private coaching. 
In urban areas, 98% of private 
unaided school students pay for 
coaching. The combined effects 
of teacher shortages, contractu-
alisation, and parallel schooling 
are devastating for India’s long-
term competitiveness. It leads 
to poor learning outcomes, 
misaligned workforce skills 
where employers consistently 
complaining of skill shortages, 
because curricula lag hopeless-
ly behind. No wonder that of 
the college educated youth in 
the age group 24 to 29, the un-
employment rate is more than 
30%. Graduates are emerging 
from colleges but are unable to 
secure employment—a paradox 
hidden in the promise of higher 
education. For instance, in the 
GenAI sector, only 1 qualifi ed 
engineer exists for every 10 
open positions, per TeamLease 
Digital. The electronic manufac-
turing sector, especially smart-
phone production, lacks both 
blue-collar workers and skilled 
engineers—putting the Make in 
India momentum at risk.

The way forward is very 
clear. An aggressive mission to 
fi ll all teacher vacancies with 
full time appointments, profes-
sionalising the CHB positions 
and enforcing the equal pay for 
equal work principle, investing 
in teacher training and updat-
ing the curriculum to be future 
oriented, and rebuilding trust 
in public schools, colleges and 
universities. India’s aspirations, 
whether a $5 trillion economy, a 
global innovation hub, or skills 
superpower, ultimately rest on 
fi xing its education foundations.

Investing in educators is in-
vesting in the future. Without 
urgent reforms, the combined 
weight of teacher shortages, 
contractualisation, and in-
equality will deepen the divide 
between privileged learners and 
those left behind, risking India’s 
demographic dividend and long-
term growth.

The writer is a noted 
economist. 
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A great truth about the ongoing and seemingly unending spiral 
of violence, death and devastation in Gaza is that truth and 
those tasked with uncovering truth – journalists - have become 

one of the worst casualties. It cannot be denied that any war report-
er (or correspondent) covering a real confl ict zone has voluntarily 
chosen to be at a high risk area which could turn life threatening 
at any moment. In modern day warfare, it is impossible for any ar-
tillery gunner sitting miles away or a jet bomber pilot dropping his 
lethal payload from thousands of feet above ground to know which 
individual is sitting in a particular hospital or a housing colony at 
that moment when the attack takes place.

This Gaza war seems the most lethal for the media in recent times. 
A whole lot of war reporters is being wiped out in a way the media 
has never witnessed before. To bring to light this unprecedented 
and brutal suppression of truth, multiple media outlets registered a 
large-scale protest on 1 September to demand Israel stop the killing of 
journalists in Gaza and call for the international Press to be allowed 
into the enclave to report freely.

Nearly 250 outlets from 70 countries took part in the demonstration 
in forms appropriate to their mode of functioning. Several newspa-
pers ran blacked-out front pages, broadcasters and radio stations 
interrupted their programming and online outlets disrupted their 
home pages, stated Reporters Without Borders (RSF), coordinating 
the protest along with Avaaz and the International Federation of 
Journalists (IFJ). The objective was to draw global attention to the 
alarming number of journalists killed during Israel’s war in Gaza.

According to the IFJ, at least 210 journalists have been killed in 
Gaza since 7 October, 2023. This means the confl ict has already be-
come the deadliest for reporters in modern times. The situation has 
been complicated by the Israeli government’s decision to prevent 
international media from reporting freely in Gaza, as only Palestin-
ian journalists have been left to fend for themselves while reporting 
under fi re. The Director General of RSF, Thibat Bruttin, painted a 
gloomy picture of the plight of journalists working in Gaza fearing 
that at the rate journalists are dying in Gaza, there will soon be no 
one left to keep the world informed. Thus, he concluded this is not 
only a war on Gaza, but “a war on journalism itself.”

The civilian death toll in Gaza is already staggering and journalists 
too expose themselves to death, while it is important that they remain 
alive to tell the stories of starvation deaths and famine infl icted on 
the people of Gaza. The situation, as the protesters put it most suc-
cinctly, is such that journalists put their lives at risk to report, while 
others do so in their bid to escape being hit by missiles and bullets.

The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) has documented the 
circumstances in which reporters are working in Gaza. It has stated 
the inescapable conclusion from the volumes of facts and data it has 
collected that it is the deadliest and most deliberate effort to kill and 
silence journalists. It is convinced that Palestinian journalists are 
being threatened, directly targeted and murdered by Israeli forces 
and are arbitrarily detained and tortured in retaliation for their work.

In fact, journalists in Gaza work in unbearable conditions fi ghting 
against hunger and exhaustion and breaking off reporting to fi nd food 
for their families, help carry bodies from rubble or assist wounded 
relatives in fi nding shelter. Many are separated from those they love 
and many have buried loved ones. But, they carry on undeterred so 
as to defend the truth. Of course, no one can truly say what the truth 
is in a situation as seen in Gaza.

Among those killed was Anas Al-Sharif, one of the most well-known 
Palestinian journalists. He became a household name for many in 
the Arab world due to his daily coverage of the confl ict and its hu-
manitarian toll. Last week, Israel killed another fi ve journalists in 
back-to-back strikes on the Nasser Hospital in the southern city of 
Khan Younis. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu conceded 
the incident was a “tragic mishap.”

Israel usually tries to justify the killings of journalists with the 
alibi that they were mostly working for Hamas, though it has not 
been able to provide evidence to buttress its contention. It repeated 
the same charge against Sharif too. The words of the CEO of the CPJ 
Jodie Ginsberg bear repetition. She said international law is very 
clear on the point that the only individuals who are legitimate tar-
gets during a war are active combatants. Having worked as a media 
advisor for Hamas, or indeed for Hamas currently, does not make 
their killings justifi ed, she made it clear. Jodie’s argument however 
is highly untenable in modern day style of conducting a war. No one 
can be identifi ed individually as being of a specifi c profession from 
a long distance bomber cockpit.

It may be true that journalists across the globe are fast becoming 
targets of state-sponsored attacks and harassment for doing their job 
of uncovering truths and exposing corrupt and oppressive regimes. 
But the killings in Gaza add a new dimension to the whole issue 
that needs attention for the future safety of frontline correspondents.
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Shooting the Messenger

SPECTRUM TECHNOLOGY

Can AI provide psychotherapy?

Bronco for cricketers

Sir, Endurance, speed and stamina, are prerequisites 
for a cricketer. The Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) has now replaced the erstwhile Yoyo test with the 
Bronco test. Clearing the test for inclusion of a player 
in the side is a rule. Bronco is a more rigorous test that 
allows players little time to recover and has a very short 
time limit. In other words, it's a sustained high intensi-
ty test pushing the players to the brink. Yoyo focused 
more on assessing agility and interval recovery. More fre-
quently used in a tough game like rugby, Bronco requires 
a player to start off with 20 metre shuttle run followed 
by 40 and 60 metre runs for fi ve sets without break in 
six minutes. In contrast in Yoyo, players were required 
to run to and from between two set markers with short 
recovery periods. Bronco is seen as a game-specifi c test 
that also addresses a fast bowler’s fi tness and players’ 
mental agility.  

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

Not only a truer knowledge, 
but a greater power comes 
to one in the quietude and 

silence of a mind that, instead of 
bubbling on the surface, can go 
to its own depths and listen
 
 SRI AUROBINDO

THE TEACHER VACANCY CRISIS
EDUCATION

I n January, the venture 
capital fi rm Andreessen 
Horowitz announced that 

it had backed Slingshot AI, the 
world’s fi rst foundation model 
for psychology, bringing the 
startup’s total capital to $40 mil-
lion. A few weeks later, the Eu-
ropean Union’s AI Act, which 
includes a ban on manipulative 
AI systems, came into force.

These two events highlight a 
troubling contradiction. Even 
as regulators attempt to protect 
users from deceptive AI prac-
tices, investors are betting that 
AI chatbots can treat people 
struggling with mental-health 
issues – in other words, when 
they are especially vulnerable 
to exploitation. Worse, the way 
that large language models are 
currently trained may make 
them fundamentally incapable 
of providing such treatment.

The mental-health market 
is huge, and the use of genera-
tive AI is poised to expand sig-
nifi cantly. The United States 
National Institute of Mental 
Health estimates that one in 
fi ve US adults has a mental ill-
ness. But more than 122 million 
people in the US live in an area 
with a shortage of mental-health 
providers. This has given rise to 
a slew of AI chatbots that prom-
ise to fi ll the gap. Wysa, for ex-

ample, calls itself the “clinical 
alternative to ChatGPT” and 
claims to have helped six mil-
lion people in 95 countries.

But AI chatbots’ behaviour is 
at odds with the delicate balance 
of empathy and confrontation 
that evidence-based psycho-
therapy requires. Mental-health 
professionals must validate 
patients’ experiences while 
challenging the rigid thinking 
that perpetuates psychological 
distress. This productive dis-
comfort helps patients exam-
ine their assumptions, driving 
meaningful change.

Consider a patient who avoids 
social situations, claiming that 
they prefer solitude instead of 
acknowledging their social anx-
iety. A skilled therapist might 
gently challenge them by asking 
if something else is informing 
that preference – perhaps a fear 
of how others might react. This 
opens space for self-refl ection 
without attacking the patient's 
conception of self. Current AI 
models tend to avoid such con-
frontations. In April, OpenAI 
rolled back GPT-4o update be-
cause it was “overly fl attering 
or agreeable – often described 
as sycophantic.” It reportedly 
praised one person’s plan to “sell 
shit on a stick” as “genius” – an 
obvious example of prioritizing 

agreeableness over accuracy. 
Researchers have found that sy-
cophancy is “a general behavior 
of AI assistants” that likely stems 
from the way these models are 
trained, particularly the use of 
human feedback for fi ne-tuning. 
When human evaluators consis-
tently rate validating responses 
more favourably than challeng-
ing ones, AI assistants learn to 
echo, rather than question, the 
user. In mental-health contexts, 
this tendency toward agreement 
may prove problematic, because 
psychological disorders often in-
volve cognitive distortions that 
feel true to the individual and 
thus contribute to their distress. 
For example, depressed people 
tend to feel worthless or hope-
less, while anxiety is often asso-
ciated with catastrophic think-
ing. An AI chatbot programmed 
to be agreeable might reinforce 
these harmful thought patterns 
by focusing solely on validation, 
rather than introducing alterna-
tive points of view.

Addressing AI’s sycophancy 
problem requires fundamental 
changes to how these systems 
are designed and used. Instead of 
optimizing for user satisfaction, 
AI chatbots that provide mental 
health care should be trained 
to recognize when therapeutic 
challenge is necessary. That 

could mean incorporating ther-
apeutic principles and examples 
of effective therapeutic interven-
tions into training strategies.

Crucially, health professionals 
and patients must play a central 
role in developing these tools, 
given their insights into which 
therapeutic interactions are 
helpful and which are harmful. 
Meaningful patient involvement 
in design and deployment would 
ensure that the models serve end 
users’ real needs, not what tech 
leaders assume they want.

The global mental-health crisis 
demands innovative solutions, 
and AI will be an essential com-
ponent. But if AI technologies are 
to expand access to quality care 
and promote long-term healing, 
investors should demand evi-
dence of effective therapeutic 
outcomes before funding the next 
chatbot therapist. 

Claims about AI revolutioniz-
ing mental health care remain 
premature. Until it can master the 
very specialized ability of thera-
peutic confrontation – sensitively 
but fi rmly questioning patients’ 
assumptions and offering alterna-
tive perspectives – it could end up 
harming those it is meant to help.

The writer is a German 
board-certifi ed 

psychiatrist. 
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The combined effects of teacher shortages, 
contractualisation, and parallel schooling 

are devastating for India’s long-term 
competitiveness

INVESTING IN 
EDUCATORS IS 

INVESTING IN 
THE FUTURE

Ajit Ranade

AI CHATBOTS’ 
BEHAVIOUR IS 

AT ODDS WITH 
THE DELICATE 

BALANCE OF 
EMPATHY AND 

CONFRONTATION 
THAT EVIDENCE-

BASED 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

REQUIRES

Marc Augustin

WISDOM CORNER
Keep me away from the wisdom which does not cry, the 
philosophy which does not laugh and the greatness which 
does not bow before children  
 KAHLIL GIBRAN

Achievement of your happiness is the only moral purpose of 
your life, and that happiness, not pain or mindless self-in-
dulgence, is the proof of your moral integrity, since it is the 
proof and the result of your loyalty to the achievement of 
your values 
 AYN RAND

Have you not noticed that love is silence? It may be while 
holding the hand of another, or looking lovingly at a child, 
or taking in the beauty of an evening. Love has no past or 
future, and so it is with this extraordinary state of silence
 JIDDU KRISHNAMURTI

 

1792: The September Massacres—mass killings of prisoners in Paris—began, 
instigated by beliefs that political prisoners during the French Revolution 
were going to rise up in their jails to join a counterrevolutionary plot.

1901: American politician Theodore Roosevelt, who was then the Republican 
vice presidential candidate, gave the fi rst public speech in which he said, 
“Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.” The Big Stick policy later 
became a central feature of his presidency.

1945: World War II came to an end as Japanese Foreign Minister Shigemitsu 
Mamoru and General Umezu Yoshijiro signed Japan's formal surrender 
aboard the USS Missouri.

1960: The First election of the Tibetan Parliament in Exile is held. The 
parliamentary body of the Central Tibetan Administration was elected and 
formed by Tibetan exiles in India. The day is celebrated as Democracy Day 
among Tibetan exiles.

Educating girls

Sir, The 67th Ramon Magsaysay Award, Asia’s most presti-
gious honour, will be conferred on 7 November in Manila, 
the Philippines to the Indian non-government organisation 
“Educate Girls” for its pioneering work in addressing gen-
der injustice in education. Founded by Shafeena Hussain 
after her return from the London School of Economics, the 
organisation has mobilised community and government 
resources to bring girls from remote and disadvantaged re-
gions into classrooms. Its Pragati open-schooling initiative 
further empowers young women who were denied formal 
schooling. By breaking the intergenerational cycle of illit-
eracy and poverty, Educate Girls is unlocking the hidden 
potential of thousands of marginalised girls, equipping them 
with knowledge, confi dence, and skills essential for modern 
India. The recognition, accompanied by a medallion and 
cash prize, will inspire countless others towards inclusive 
nation-building. 

RS Narula, PATIALA

 FOCUS
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Gandhinagar, Sept 1: Guja-
rat Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel, Monday, cleared a major 
infrastructure push to improve 
rural connectivity, approving 
`2,609 crore for the resurfacing 
and allied works of pancha-
yat-managed roads across the 
state, government offi cials said. 

The project will cover 1,258 
roads spanning 4,196 km, en-
suring smoother, all-weather 
connectivity in villages.

According to the plan, 487 
roads (1,609 km) in north Gu-
jarat, 499 roads (1,528 km) in 
south Gujarat, and 272 roads 
(1,059 km) in Saurashtra will 
be upgraded.

The move comes in response 
to long-standing demands from 
local representatives and rural 
communities for durable, year-
round roads.

Offi cials said the initiative 
is expected to strengthen the 
rural road network, improve 
access within villages, and ease 
transportation to nearby towns 
and cities.

By enhancing road infra-
structure, the state govern-
ment aims to boost economic 
activities, mobility, and over-
all development in Gujarat's 
hinterland.

Gujarat has emerged as one 
of India's leading states in road 
infrastructure, boasting a net-
work of more than 1.63 lakh 
km of roads, including express-
ways, national and state high-
ways, and rural roads.

The state is home to India's 
fi rst expressway -- the Ahmed-
abad-Vadodara Expressway -- 
and has consistently invested 
in upgrading highways, coastal 
roads, and village connectivity 
under schemes like Pradhan 

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
and state-led projects.

With projects such as the 
Mumbai–Ahmedabad bullet 
train corridor, industrial 
corridors, and logistics hubs, 
Gujarat is positioning itself as 
a key driver of road-led eco-
nomic growth.

In the 2024-25 state budget, 
Gujarat placed a strong em-
phasis on infrastructure, a 
signifi cant portion is directed 
towards strengthening rural 
connectivity with all-weather 
roads, expanding expressways, 
and modernising state high-
ways to support industrial and 
logistics corridors.

The budget also prioritises 
smart city initiatives, metro 
projects in Ahmedabad and 
Surat, coastal infrastructure, 
and renewable energy-linked 
transport systems.
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New Delhi, Sept 1: A vast 
stretch of barren land in Gu-
jarat's Rann of Kutch, within 
sight of the Pakistan border, has 
become a centrepiece of India's 
clean energy ambitions, attract-
ing multi-billion-dollar invest-
ments from tycoons Mukesh 
Ambani and Gautam Adani.

Adani Group was the fi rst to 
unveil mega plans for the dry, 
arid expanse near the Pakistan 
border. Its Khavda renewable 
energy park - spanning 538 
square kilometres, roughly 
fi ve times the size of Paris - is 
touted as the world's largest 
green energy project, aiming to 
generate 30 GW of clean power 
from abundant solar and wind 
resources.

While the Adani Group be-
gan work at Khavda in 2022 and 
supplied the fi rst electricity to 
the national grid by February 
2024, Ambani revealed plans for 
a clean energy project in Kutch 
only in August last year during 

Reliance Industries Ltd's annu-
al shareholder meeting.

At this year's annual gen-
eral meeting, his youngest 
son, who oversees the energy 
portfolio of the conglomerate, 
Anant, spelt out more details.

"In Kutch, Gujarat, we are 
developing one of the world's 
largest single-site solar proj-
ects spanning 5,50,000 acres 
of arid land - three times the 
size of Singapore. At peak, 
we will deploy 55 MW of so-
lar modules and 150 MWh of 
battery containers every day. 
This will be among the fastest 
installations globally. This 
single site could meet nearly 
10 per cent of India's electric-
ity needs within the next de-
cade," the junior Ambani said 
August 29.

The way he outlined the de-
tails seemed aimed at not draw-
ing a comparison with Adani's 
project.

But details are easy to calcu-
late - the 5,50,000 acres of land 
translates into 2,225 sq km (Sin-
gapore measures 735.7 sq km). 
He did not give capacity, but 
55 MW of solar modules, as a 
thumb rule, should be enough 
to produce over 110 giga-
watt-hour (GWh) of electricity 
annually.

Adani had previously an-
nounced that its Khavda covers 
an area of 538 sq km.

The reason Kutch is draw-

ing billions of dollars of in-
vestment is that it receives 
some of the highest solar ra-
diation in India, with an av-
erage of 5.5-6.0 kilowatt-hours 
per square meter per day 
(about 2,060-2,100 kWh per sq 
meter). It has 300-plus sunny 
days per year, making it ideal 
for consistent, large-scale so-
lar power generation.

Kutch has large stretches 
of barren and unproductive 
land that are perfect for util-
ity-scale solar parks. Since 
the land is sparsely populated 
and not used for agriculture, 
it minimises displacement 
issues and reduces land ac-
quisition costs.

It has good wind potential 
(wind speed of about 8 meters 
per second), making it suitable 
for hybrid energy projects (so-
lar plus wind), improving 
reliability and grid stability. 
Adani's Khavda project is a 
hybrid one.

Importantly, it is located 
near Gujarat's well-developed 
grid infrastructure and strong 
power evacuation facilities. 
This supports renewable power 
evacuation. 

The Gujarat government of-
fers incentives like easy land 
leasing policies and fast-track 
clearances to support mega 
projects. Kutch is relatively 
close to ports like Mundra and 
Kandla that allows easy import 
of equipment.

The mega projects at Kutch 
are aligned with India's nation-
al goals of achieving net-zero 
carbon emissions by 2070 and 
500 GW of renewable energy 
capacity by 2030.

In Kutch, Gujarat, we 
are developing one of 
the world's largest sin-
gle-site solar projects 

spanning 5,50,000 acres of 
arid land - three times the 
size of Singapore
ANANT AMBANI | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
RELIANCE INDUSTRIES

The Lure of Kutch: Biz 
barons pledge billions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bhopal, Sept 1: Nearly 37,000 
child marriages were stopped 
in the last two years and 4,777 
child victims of human traffi ck-
ing were rescued in Madhya 
Pradesh with the help of gov-
ernment agencies, a function-
ary of an organisation working 
for the protection of child rights 
said Monday.

Just Rights for Children 
founder Bhuwan Ribhu also 
said by stopping 3,74,000 child 
marriages nationwide, res-
cuing one lakh children from 
human traffi cking, providing 
mental health treatment to 

34,000 children who are vic-
tims of sexual exploitation and 
initiating legal action in 63,000 
cases, India has proved it could 
become a nation where no one 
will be able to escape the law af-
ter committing crimes against 
children.

"JRC, along with more than 
250 NGOs of the country, in 
collaboration with law enforce-
ment agencies, stopped 36,838 
child marriages in 41 districts 
of Madhya Pradesh between 
April 2023 and August 2025, 
freed 4,777 children victims of 
human traffi cking and helped 
more than 1200 children vic-
tims of sexual exploitation," he 

said. The work of JRC in collab-
oration with law enforcement 

agencies in just these two years 
proves that children will indeed 

be safe if the law is implement-
ed with purpose and urgency, 
Ribhu told reporters.

The rate of child marriage 
in Madhya Pradesh is 23.1 per 
cent, which is marginally low-
er than the national average of 

23.3 per cent, though the situ-
ation in districts like Rajgarh 
(46 per cent), Sheopur (39.2 pc), 
Jhabua (36.5 pc) and Agar Mal-
wa (35.6 pc) is serious, he added.

"In MP, 17 partner organisa-
tions of the JRC network have 
been working in 41 districts 
for the last two years. This net-
work works on a dual strategy 
of spreading awareness and le-
gal intervention measures to 
prevent child marriage, child 
traffi cking, child sexual abuse 
and child labour. JRC is also 
supports 'Child Marriage Free 
India' campaign that aims to 
eliminate the practice by 
2030," he said.

Child marriage crackdown: MP saves 36.8K minors
By registering more 
than 1000 cases of on-
line sexual exploitation 
of children in the cyber 

world, we have given a clear 
message that the rule of 
law will protect every child 
everywhere
BHUWAN RIBHU | FOUNDER, 
JUST RIGHTS FOR CHILDREN

CLEAN ENERGY 

The reason Kutch is 
drawing billions of 

dollars of investment 
is that it receives 

some of the 
highest solar 

radiation in India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Indore, Sept 1: In the heart of 
Indore, the legendary Sarafa 
Bazaar's night food market is 
safe as a long-standing dispute 
between local jewellers and the 
Indore Municipal Corporation 
(IMC) over the fate of Sarafa 
Chaat-Chowpatty was resolved 
Monday, securing the future of 
this beloved culinary institution.

A century-old tradition is 
that once the sun goes down 
and the day's work of selling 
gold and silver is over, the nar-
row bylanes of Sarafa Bazaar 
transform into a food hub.

Jeweller storefronts serve as 
the background for a lively food 
heaven, with vendors offering 
a variety of local delicacies to 
a throng that swells with locals 
and tourists alike until late in 
the morning.

But this tradition was recent-
ly threatened when local jewel-
lers, fearful for safety and the 
spread of non-traditional food 
stalls, put forward a suggestion 
to relocate the market.

But following a series of 

meetings with the IMC, a com-
promise was reached. The food 
hub will stay put in its original 
place, retaining its distinctive 
character and heritage.

After the meetings, an or-
ganisation of jewellers with-
drew the demand to shift the 
Chowpatty somewhere else, 
but put forward a new set of 
demands -- remove shops sell-
ing Chinese-origin dishes like 
noodles and other foreign cui-
sines from the site and limit 

the number of outlets.
The municipal corporation 

formed a nine-member coordi-
nation committee to consider 
the new demands of the organ-
isation.

Indore Sarafa Association 
president Hukum Soni told PTI, 
"It has been decided that Sarafa 
Chaat-Chowpatty will contin-
ue to operate from its original 
place in Sarafa Bazaar."

The association has told the 
municipal corporation that 

shops selling Chinese-origin 
dishes like noodles and oth-
er foreign food items should 
be removed from Sarafa 
Chaat-Chowpatty and only 
shops of traditional dishes 
should be given space at the 
site, he informed.

Soni explained traditional 
dishes like 'bhutte ka kees', 
peas and 'green gram kacho-
ri', garadu (rare tuber cooked 
by frying which is served by 
sprinkling spicy masala and 
squeezing lemon), malpua and 
rabri (sweet items) are the iden-
tity of Sarafa Chaat-Chowpatty 
and there should be no place for 
Chinese dishes at the hub.

The food market, which cur-

rently has about 225 shops, op-
erates in a lane which is barely 
20 feet wide and half a kilome-
tre long, he said.

"We have demanded from the 
municipal corporation that in 
view o the danger of a major 
fi re from LPG cylinders used 
in cooking food, the number of 
Sarafa Chaat-Chowpatty shops 
be limited to 60 and an adequate 
system for extinguishing fi re be 
ensured there," Soni stated.

Mayor Pushyamitra Bharga-
va said after the meeting, "We 
will solve the problems of trad-
ers of Sarafa Bazaar through 
the coordination committee.

After the Shraddha Paksha 
(a period when Hindus pay 
homage to their ancestors), 
the traditional shops of Sarafa 
Chaat-Chowpatty will be seen 
in a beautiful, safe and disci-
plined form, he said.

Every day after 8 pm, as soon 
as jewellery shops close, Sara-
fa Bazaar turns into Sarafa 
Chaat-Chowpatty and outside 
these shops, food establishments 
start getting decorated.

Chaat lovers rejoice: Sarafa Chowpatty stays put

Sarafa Chaat-
Chowpatty started 
during the reign of 
Holkar kings of Indore 
and its history is 
almost 100 years old

INDORE’S SARAFA CHAAT-CHOWPATTY TO STAY AT ITS ORIGINAL SITE; TRADERS WANT CHINESE NOODLE SHOPS OUT 

Infra push to revamp rural roads in Gujarat
GUJARAT CM APPROVES `2,609-CRORE PLAN FOR RESURFACING 1,258 RURAL ROADS

Congress workers raise slogans during a protest against the attack on Madhya Pradesh Congress President Jitu 
Patwari's convoy, in Bhopal, Monday  PTI PHOTO

MP CM unveils 
Vedic clock, app
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Bhopal, Sept 1: Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav has 
unveiled the Vikramaditya Vedic 
clock at his offi cial residence in 
Bhopal Monday.  

Described as a symbol of 
India's scientifi c heritage, the 
Vikramaditya Vedic clock inte-
grates the Indian calendar, offer-
ing detailed information about 
dates, constellations, Yoga, and 
festivals in over 189 languages.

Yadav also launched a mobile 
application linked to the Vikra-
maditya Vedic clock, which cov-
ers over 7,000 years of history 
dating back to the ‘Mahabhara-
ta’ era on the occasion.

Calling it a historic develop-
ment, the Chief Minister said, 
"The step has been taken to 
adopt our ancient time struc-
ture. We normally follow the En-
glish calendar, but the fact that 
all our festivals are observed on 
a particular ‘thithi’. The date 
will change, but the ‘tithi’ will 
remain the same."

The government’s initiative 
aims to revive and promote 
the Indian time calculation 
system, presenting a new per-
spective on the perception and 
utilisation of time. According 
to a government statement, the 
Vedic clock mobile application 
offers insights into Panchang, 
tithi, nakshatra, and more, 
along with practical features 
such as alarms for religious 
activities and meditation.



Punjab has 
been in 
the grip of 

severe fl oods for 
the last sev-
eral days. The 
people of Punjab, 
especially the farmers, have 
suffered huge losses. Our brave 
brothers and sisters of Punjab 
are facing the disaster with 
great courage

PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA |  CONGRESS LEADER

We (BRS 
cadre) have 
to think why 

the taint of cor-
ruption came to 
KCR. Some who 
are close to KCR 
have benefi ted in many ways 
by making use of his name

K KAVITHA  | BRS MLC
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EX-VP DHANKHAR MOVES 
TO PVT FARMHOUSE IN DELHI
Former vice-president Jagdeep 
Dhankhar shifted from his offi cial 
residence to a private farmhouse 
in the Chhatarpur area of south 
Delhi Monday evening, six weeks 
after he resigned from his post, 
according to offi cials

From the outside, 
the hospital names 

and management appear 
the same. But investments 
have been made by some 
big foreign companies. 
They want to provide good 
medical care, but the rates 
for treatment are going 
beyond manageable levels
PINARAYI VIJAYAN  | KERALA CM

The Union 
Territory 
and all 

agencies togeth-
er have signifi -
cantly reduced 
potential dam-
age, and through coordinated 
efforts, we have successfully 
saved many lives

AMIT SHAH  |  UNION HOME MINISTER

Naidu dares YSRCP MLAs 
to show up in Assembly
Thallapaka (Andhra Pradesh): 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu Monday 
challenged YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy-led YSRCP MLAs to 
attend the Assembly and 
debate whose governance 
led to devastation and whose 
delivered development. 
Addressing a village meeting 
after participating in welfare 
pensions disbursal at 
Thallapaka in Annamayya 
district, Chief Minister termed 
YSRCP as a "fake party". "I 
am asking directly, are you 
ready for the Assembly? 
There are 11 (YSRCP MLAs), 
come to the Assembly. I 
am ready to discuss whose 
(governance) is devastation 
and whose delivered 
development. Who has the 
capability to do welfare," said 
Naidu.

6 cyber criminals 
held in Deoghar
Deoghar (Jharkhand): Six 
cyber criminals were arrested 
for allegedly duping people in 
Jharkhand's Deoghar district, 
police said Monday. Acting on 
a tip-off, the police arrested 
them from Dalraiydeeh forest 
area under Sarawan police 
station limits.

BJP holds rally in 
Dharmasthala
Dharmasthala (Karnataka): 
The BJP Monday organised 
a massive rally in 
Dharmasthala, demanding 
a central agency probe 
into allegations of multiple 
murders, rapes, and burials in 
the temple town. According 
to the party, nearly one 
lakh people from across 
Karnataka participated in 
the demonstration, which 
it described as a show of 
solidarity against what it 
termed an “attempt to vilify 
the temple and its traditions.”

Explosion at Surat 
textile mill: 2 dead
Surat: At least two workers 
were killed and 20 others were 
injured after an explosion 
triggered a fi re at a textile 
processing unit in Surat district 
of Gujarat Monday, offi cials 
said. The condition of two 
workers is critical.  

Row in Goa over rail 
double-tracking project
Panaji: The double-tracking of 
the Hosapete-Vasco rail line 
has triggered a backlash from 
the Opposition in Goa, which 
accused the government of 
putting the ecology and the 
health of people at stake by 
attempting to turn the state 
into a coal hub.

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Sept 1: A new Act 
that regulates matters related 
to foreigners and immigration 
and has provisions for heavy 
punishment for carrying a 
forged passport or visa came 
into effect Monday.
The Immigration and Foreign-
ers Act, 2025, was passed by 
parliament during the Budget 
session, and President Droupa-
di Murmu gave her assent April 
4, 2025.

“In exercise of the powers 
conferred by sub-section (2) of 
section 1 of the Immigration 
and Foreigners Act, 2025 (13 of 
2025), the central government 

hereby appoints the 01st day of 
September, 2025, as the date on 
which the provisions of the said 
Act shall come into force,” said 
a notifi cation issued by Nitesh 
Kumar Vyas, additional secre-
tary in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs.

According to the law, hence-
forth, anyone found to be using 
a forged passport or visa for en-
tering into India or staying in 
or exiting from the country will 
be punishable with a jail term 
of up to seven years and a fi ne 
to the extent of `10 lakh.

The Act also provides for 
mandatory reporting of infor-
mation about foreigners by 
hotels, universities and other 

educational institutions, hos-
pitals and nursing homes to 
enable tracking of overstaying 
foreigners.

All international airlines 
and ships will also be required 
to submit at a port or place in 

India to a civil authority or im-
migration offi cer the passenger 
and crew manifest, the advance 
information of passengers and 
crew on board such aircraft, 
vessel or other mode of trans-
port.

“Whoever knowingly uses 
or supplies a forged or fraudu-
lently obtained passport or oth-
er travel document or visa for 
entering into India or staying 
in or exiting from India, shall 
be punishable with an impris-
onment for a term which shall 
not be less than two years, but 
may extend to seven years and 
shall also be liable to fi ne which 
shall not be less than one lakh 
rupees, but may extend to ten 
lakh rupees,” according to the 
Act.

It also says that any foreigner 
who enters into any area in In-
dia without a valid passport or 
other travel document, includ-
ing visa required for such entry 

in contravention of provisions 
of the law or of any rule or or-
der given in pursuance there-
of, shall be punishable with an 
imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to fi ve years or with 
fi ne which may extend to fi ve 
lakh rupees or with both.

It is comprehensive legis-
lation to regulate all matters 
relating to foreigners and im-
migration which were till now 
administered through four 
Acts, i.e. the Passport (Entry 
into India) Act, 1920, the Regis-
tration of Foreigners Act, 1939, 
the Foreigners Act, 1946 and the 
Immigration (Carriers' Liabil-
ity) Act, 2000. All these laws 
have been repealed.
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Bulandshahr (UP), Sept 1: A 
small grocery store owner in 
Bulandshahr has alleged that 
his PAN card was misused to 
set up six companies in Delhi 
after he received a notice from 
the Income Tax Department 
over sales worth more than 
`141 crore.

Sudhir, a resident of Khurja’s 
Nayaganj locality, said he runs 
a modest grocery shop from 
his home. He claimed that he 
had fi rst been served a notice 
in 2022, following which he ex-
plained to the tax authorities 
that he had no connection with 
the companies.

“On July 10 this year, I was 
shocked to get another notice 
claiming I had reported sales 
of `1,41,38,47,126,” Sudhir said, 
alleging that his PAN had been 
fraudulently used to incorpo-
rate multiple fi rms in Delhi. 
Khurja Police Station In-charge 
Pankaj Rai said a case has been 
registered and an investigation 
is underway.

 Offi cials say PAN (Perma-
nent Account Number) card 
fraud occurs when someone 
illegally uses another person's 
PAN details to open bank ac-
counts, create shell companies, 
obtain loans, or evade taxes.

 Victims often discover the 
fraud only after receiving unex-
pected tax notices or recovery 
calls.  Experts advise regular-
ly checking credit reports and 
linking PAN with Aadhaar to 
minimise risks. 

The Immigration 
and Foreigners Act, 
2025, was passed by 
parliament during the 
Budget session, and 
President Droupadi 
Murmu gave her 
assent April 4, 2025

New Immigration & Foreigners Act comes into effect
A ‘garba’ dance group rehearses for the upcoming nine-day-long Navratri festival, in Ahmedabad, Gujarat  PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Sept 1: With the 
record release of water from 
Haryana raising the threat 
of fl ooding in Delhi, authori-
ties are on high alert even as 
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta 
assured that the government 
is fully prepared to handle the 
situation.

The authorities have advised 
people living in the Yamuna 
fl oodplains to relocate to safe 
locations as the water level of 
the river rose steadily, and is 
predicted to reach the evac-
uation mark of 206 metres by 
Tuesday evening.

The Delhi Disaster Man-
agement Authority (DDMA) 
Monday ordered closure of traf-
fi c movement on the Old Rail-
way Bridge from 5 pm Tuesday, 
as the Yamuna continues to 
swell.

According to the Irrigation 
and Flood Control Depart-
ment, the Hathnikund bar-
rage discharged 3,29,313 cu-
secs of water at 9 am Monday, 
while the Wazirabad barrage 
discharged around 38,900 cu-
secs at the time the fl ood warn-
ing was issued.

Divisional commissioner 
Neeraj Semwal said it is ex-
pected that more than 3 lakh 
cusecs of water will be dis-
charged from the Hathnikund 
barrage over the next couple 
of days.

“We have alerted the con-
cerned district magistrates 
about the preparations that 
need to be made regarding 
food, electricity and relief 
camps. They are monitoring 
the situation,” Semwal told 
reporters.
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Patna, Sept 1: Days after ac-
cusing the BJP of stealing elec-
tions, Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi Monday threatened 
that he will soon amplify his 
charges by coming out with 
more “vote chori” disclosures 
that would be like a “Hydro-
gen bomb” and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi would not 
be able to show his face to the 
country.

Speaking at the concluding 
event of his ‘Voter Adhikar 
Yatra’ here, Gandhi said Bi-
har, being a revolutionary 
state, has given a message to 
the country about “vote cho-
ri” and will not allow such 
malpractice.

Alleging that the forces 
that killed Mahatma Gandhi 
are now trying to “murder” 
democracy and the Constitu-
tion, he claimed that the Op-
position INDIA bloc would not 
allow them to do so.

“We will not let them (BJP) 
murder the Constitution and 
that is why we took out a 
yatra. We got a tremendous 
response. People came out 
in large numbers and raised 
the slogan ‘vote chor gaddi 
chhor’ ((vote thieves, vacate 
the throne),” the Leader of Op-
position in the Lok Sabha said 
at a major public meeting in 

the heart of the capital here.
With this, the 15-day Voter 

Adhikar Yatra in poll-bound 
Bihar, which started from 
Sasaram August 17, ended 
with a boisterous response 
from workers of the Congress, 
RJD and Left parties that dis-
played their strength on the 
streets of Patna on the last day 
Monday.

Workers of various constit-
uents of Mahagathbandhan 
lined up along the 7-km route 
of the Yatra on the last day, 
carrying fl ags and raising 
slogans in support of their 
leaders, amid the sound of 
‘vote chori’ tunes, creating a 
charged atmosphere.

Gandhi was joined by Con-
gress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge, Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren, RJD 
leader Tejashwi Yadav, Vi-
kassheel Insan Party chief 
Mukesh Sahani, CPI(M) gen-
eral secretary M A Baby, CPI 
(ML) Liberation general secre-
tary Dipankar Bhattacharya, 
CPI's Annie Raja, TMC MP Yu-
suf Pathan, Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader Sanjay Raut and other 
INDIA bloc leaders.

The Yatra led by Gandhi 
and other Mahagathbandhan 
leaders covered a total of 1,300 
km and passed through 110 
assembly constituencies in 25 
of the 38 districts ahead of the 
upcoming state elections.

“In the coming time, I am 
guaranteeing you that after 
the hydrogen bomb (comes), 
Narendra Modi ji will not be 
able to show his face to the 
country,” the former Congress 
chief said amid a thunderous 
applause from the crowds.
Citing data from the 2024 
Lok Sabha polls, Gandhi had 
last month claimed that over 
one lakh votes were “stolen” 
through “manipulation” in 
Mahadevapura Assembly seg-
ment in Karnataka, and assert-
ed that “vote chori” is an “at-
om bomb on our democracy”.

The BJP, however, mocked 
Gandh’s claim of “hydrogen 
bomb”, saying his “atom 
bomb” had turned out to be a 
damp squib, and accused him 
of demeaning his position as 
the Leader of Opposition in 
Lok Sabha with “irresponsi-
ble”comments.

The ‘Gandhi se Ambedkar’ 
march by the Opposition par-
ties Monday was stopped mid-
way by the police at the Dak 
Bungalow crossing, where the 
INDIA bloc leaders addressed 
a gathering.

In his address, Kharge at-
tacked Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar, saying the 
JD(U) chief used to talk of so-
cialism earlier but then “fell 
into the lap” of the BJP-RSS, 
which will dump him “where 
garbage is dumped”.
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New Delhi, Sept 1: The Elec-
tion Commission of India Mon-
day said claims, objections and 
corrections in the draft elec-
toral roll prepared in the Bi-
har special intensive revision 
(SIR) exercise can be fi led be-
yond September 1 but the same 
would be considered once the 
electoral roll was fi nalised.

According to the June 24 
schedule of the poll panel for 
the Bihar SIR, the deadline for 
fi ling claims and objections to 
the draft roll ends today and the 
fi nal electoral roll will be pub-
lished September 30.

A bench of Justices Surya 
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi not-
ed the submission of the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) which 
said claims and objections 
could be fi led till the last date 
of nomination forms in each 
assembly constituency.

“As regards extension of 
time, a note submitted by the 
ECI says that fi ling of claims/
objections or corrections is not 
barred after September 1. It is 
stated that the claims/objec-
tions/corrections can be sub-
mitted even after the deadline, 
that is after September 1 and 
the same will be considered af-
ter the roll has been fi nalised,” 
the bench noted.

The top court order further 
recorded, “The process will 
continue until the last date 
of nominations and all inclu-
sions/exclusions are integrat-
ed in the fi nal roll. In light of 
this stand, let the claims/objec-
tions/corrections be continued 
to be fi led.” The bench then 
granted liberty to the political 
parties to submit their replies 
in response to the EC’s note.

The top court also termed the 
confusion over the Bihar SIR 
as “largely a trust issue”and 
directed the state legal service 
authority to deploy paralegal 
volunteers to assist individual 
voters and political parties in 
fi lling claims and objections to 
the draft roll, which was pub-

lished August 1.
The bench said the parale-

gal volunteers would submit 
a confi dential report with the 
district judges concerned and 
the collated data of the state 
will be considered September 8.

Senior advocate Rakesh 
Dwivedi, appearing for EC, 
said the extension of timelines 
for fi ling claims and objections 
beyond September 1 would dis-
rupt the entire schedule for fi -
nalisation of electoral roll.

“The timelines have been 
fi xed according to the rules, 
and a maximum time of thir-
ty days has been provided for 
fi ling claims and objections,” 
he said.

Dwivedi pointed out that ac-
cording to the records, approx-
imately 99.5 per cent of the 7.24 
crore electors featured in the 
draft electoral roll for Bihar 
had already submitted their 
eligibility documents for the 
SIR exercise.

“The exercise of verifi cation 
of these documents is current-
ly ongoing, and is scheduled 
to be completed by September 
25, 2025, in accordance with the 
schedule provided in the SIR 
order dated June 24, 2025,” he 
said. Dwivedi added that the as-
sertion made by Rashtriya Jana-
ta Dal (RJD) of fi ling 36 claims 
through its booth level agents 
was “incorrect and misleading” 
and the correct position, records 
showed, was only 10.

“However, as is admitted 
in the IA (interlocutory ap-
plication), all 36 claims have 
been accepted by the Booth 
Level Offi cers (BLOs) and are 
being processed accordingly,” 
Dwivedi said, pointing out that 
CPI (ML) fi led 15 claims for in-
clusion and 103 objections for 
exclusion as August 31.
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New Delhi, Sept 1: The In-
dia-US partnership continues 
to reach new heights, the US 
embassy said in a surprise so-
cial media post Monday, amid 
the ties between the two coun-
tries reeling under possibly the 
worst phase in two decades over 
the Trump administration's pol-
icies on trade and tariff.

The post comes on a day 
there was visible bonhomie 
among Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin at the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) summit in the Chinese 
city of Tianjin. A photo of PM 
Modi engaging in a warm ex-

change with Xi and Putin even 
went viral on social media.

“The partnership between 
the United States and India 
continues to reach new heights 
-- a defi ning relationship of the 
21st century. This month, we're 
spotlighting the people, prog-
ress, and possibilities driving 
us forward,” the US embassy 
here said in the post.

“From innovation and en-
trepreneurship to defense and 
bilateral ties, it’s the enduring 
friendship between our two 
peoples that fuels this journey. 
Follow the hashtag and be a 
part of #USIndiaFWDforO-
urPeople,” it said.

With the post, the embassy 
also attached a photo of Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio along 
with a message from him.

“The enduring friendship 
between our two peoples is the 
bedrock of our cooperation and 
propels us forward as we real-
ise the tremendous potential 
of our economic relationship,” 
Rubio said.

Shopkeeper stunned 
by `141cr tax notice

Flood threat in Delhi
as Haryana releases
water into Yamuna

US-INDIA TIES REACHING 
NEW HEIGHTS: EMBASSY

Rahul warns BJP: ‘Hydrogen 
bomb’ on ‘vote chori’ coming

Speaking at the 
concluding event of 

his ‘Voter Adhikar 
Yatra’ here, Gandhi 
said Bihar, being a 

revolutionary state, 
has given a message 
to the country about 
“vote chori” and will 

not allow such 
malpractice

BIHAR SIR

Claims can be fi led 
beyond Sept 1: EC
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SC EXTENDS STATUS QUO 
IN SAMBHAL MOSQUE ROW
The Supreme Court Monday extended by two 
weeks its order directing status quo over the 
Sambhal mosque dispute in Uttar Pradesh. A bench 
of Justices P S Narasimha and Alok Radhe said two 
appeals were fi led in the matter by Committee of 
Management Jami Masjid Sambhal represented by 
its secretary and vice president, respectively

Only a few people 
are opposing inviting 
Banu Mushtaq to 
inaugurate Mysuru 
Dasara, and not all 
Hindus are with them
SIDDARAMAIAH  | KARNATAKA CM

Gorakhpur: BJP 
MLA’s brother held
Gorakhpur: Posting 
“derogatory” remarks against 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath and his OSD 
on social media has landed 
BJP MLA Mahendra Pal Singh's 
brother Bholendra Pal Singh 
in police custody.  After an 
extensive manhunt, Gorakhpur 
police and crime branch 
teams arrested Bholendra 
from a hotel in Kushinagar 
late Sunday, offi cials said 
Monday.  A group of people 
gathered to protest against 
Bholendra at Indra Bal Vihar 
crossing, demanding strict 
action against him. They burnt 
his effi gy and raised slogans 
of “Bholendra Pal Murdabad” 
('down with Bholendra Pal'). 

3 sentenced to 
life imprisonment 
Muzaffarnagar (UP): A 
special SC/ST court here 
sentenced three men to life 
imprisonment for killing a Dalit 
man and injuring his three 
children last year, offi cials 
said.   Special Judge Smt. 
Asharani Singh also imposed 
a fi ne of Rs 35,000 each on 
Rajender Jat, his son Mohit Jat, 
and Virender.  The court found 
them guilty under Indian Penal 
Code sections 302 (murder), 
307 (attempt to murder), 452 
(house trespass), 504 (insult), 
506 (criminal intimidation), 
and sections of the SC/ST 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 
government counsel Parvendra 
Kumar told PTI.

Spicejet fl ight 
turns back mid-air 
Mumbai: A Delhi-bound 
SpiceJet fl ight from Pune 
made a mid-air turnback to 
the originating airport due to 
a technical glitch Monday and 
landed under full emergency 
conditions, a source said. The 
aircraft landed safely and 
passengers were deplaned 
normally, SpiceJet said in a 
statement.

CBI books DRI, 
Customs offi cers 
New Delhi: The CBI has 
registered a corruption 
case against six offi cers of 
the Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence and Customs on 
a reference from the Lok Pal, 
offi cials said. In its FIR, the 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) has named a former 
senior intelligence offi cer of 
the Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DR) from its 
Delhi zonal unit, besides 
three inspectors and two 
superintendents, who were 
posted in the offi ce of the 
Commissioner of Customs in 
Kolkata, they said.

Once com-
pleted, this 
bridge will 

provide all-weath-
er connectivity to 
villages like Bizari, 
Anpum, Loklung 
and Paglam. It will ease 
travel and open up new 
opportunities for the area

PEMA KHANDU | ARUNACHAL CM

I am asking 
directly, are 
you ready 

for the Assembly? 
There are 11 (YS-
RCP MLAs), come 
to the Assembly. I 
am ready to discuss whose (gov-
ernance) is devastation and whose 
is development and who has the 
capability to do welfare

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU | ANDHRA CM

I would like 
to tell the 
honourable 

Chief Minister that 
although Kannada 
is not my mother 
tongue, I deeply 
cherish all the languages, 
cultures, and traditions of my 
country. I hold great respect and 
regard for each of them

DROUPADI MURMU  |  PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES

An artist breathes fi re during BJP’s ‘Dharmasthala Chalo’ rally, demanding NIA probe in the mass burial case, in Dharmasthala, Karnataka PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 1: The Su-
preme Court Monday rejected 
a  PIL challenging the nation-
wide rollout of 20 per cent  eth-
anol-blended petrol (EBP-20), 
alleging millions of motorists 
were forced to use the fuel not 
designed for their vehicles.

A bench comprising 
Chief Justice B R Gavai 
and Justice K Vinod 
Chandran did not agree 
to the contentions 
raised in the plea fi led 
by advocate Akshay 
Malhotra, who sought 
directions to the Ministry 
of Petroleum and Natural Gas 
to ensure availability of etha-
nol-free petrol at all fuel stations.

Attorney General R Ven-
kataramani, appearing for the 
Centre, opposed the plea and 
claimed EBP-20 benefi ts sug-
arcane farmers. “I say it with 
some responsibility that the 
petitioner (Malhotra) is just a 
name lender. A lobby is behind 
it. The government has consid-
ered everything,” the law offi -

cer said. The bench then went 
ahead and dismissed the plea.

Senior advocate Shadan 
Farasat, appearing for the pe-
titioner, submitted only EBP-
20 was “seemingly available” 
at petrol pumps now, that too 
without any notice.

He said EBP-20 was not a 
problem for vehicles com-

patible with it. “But 
the largest number 
of vehicles have not 
been manufactured 
for that,” he said, 
referring to a report 

illustrating damage 
to vehicles not com-

patible to EBP-20. Farasat 
sought consumers to be given 
a choice while adding EBP-20 
was leading to a drop in mile-
age of vehicles. The PIL sought 
a direction to the authorities 
to mandatorily label ethanol 
content on all petrol pumps 
and dispensing units, making 
it clearly visible to consumers, 
and also to ensure consumers 
were informed about ethanol 
compatibility of their vehicles 
at the time of fuel dispensing.

Top court rejects PIL against 
20% ethanol-blended petrol

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 1: Seven 
people died in Himachal 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand 
in landslides, while fl ood-hit 
Punjab received another spell 
of torrential rain  Monday, lead-
ing to the closure of all schools 
and colleges in the state.

In Jammu and Kashmir, 
amid heavy rainfall in Katra 
town, the pilgrimage to Mata 
Vaishno Devi shrine remained 
suspended for the seventh con-
secutive day since a landslide 
on a yatra route claimed 34 
lives last Tuesday.

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah said the Modi government 
is committed to ensuring the 
rehabilitation of those affect-
ed by recent fl oods in Jammu 
and Kashmir, as he undertook 
a whirlwind tour of a worst-hit 
area in Jammu. He was accom-
panied by Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha, Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah, and senior 
J&K BJP leaders.

Chairing a high-level meet-
ing at Raj Bhavan to review 
the latest situation after in-
specting the affected areas, 
Shah appreciated the efforts 
of all the agencies and said the 
J&K government carried out 
the successful rescue opera-
tion very quickly.

In Himachal Pradesh, fi ve peo-
ple, including a 35-year-old man 
and his daughter, were killed in 
the past 24 hours in separate in-
cidents of landslides in Shimla 
district as heavy rain pounded 
several places in the state.

Six trains plying on the 
Shimla-Kalka track have been 
cancelled following landslips, 
and 793 roads, including fi ve na-

tional highways, are closed in 
the state. Chief Minister Sukh-
vinder Singh Sukhu informed 
the state assembly that with the 
recovery of four more bodies 
from Kugti between Hadsar and 
Manimahesh Lake, the number 
of devotees killed during the 
Manimahesh Yatra since its 
start August 15 has risen to 16.

In Uttarakhand, a land-
slide on the Kedarnath route 
early Monday killed two pil-
grims and left six injured while 
heavy rain continued to lash 
various parts of the state, lead-
ing to temporary suspension of 
the Char Dham and Hemkund 
Sahib pilgrimages till Septem-
ber 5, offi cials said.

Rains also lashed several 
parts of Punjab, Haryana and 
the Union Territory Chandi-
garh Monday, with Ludhiana 
logging the highest rainfall of 
216.70 mm.

Several districts of Punjab 
are fl ooded due to incessant 
rains. The Punjab government 
Monday announced closure 
of all colleges, universities 
and polytechnic institutes till 
September 3 due to incessant 
rainfall. According to offi cials, 

Punjab received 253.7 mm of 
rain in August, 74 per cent in 
excess of normal and the state's 
highest in 25 years.

Forced out of their homes 
due to flooding, many families 
in Punjab's Hoshiarpur have 
turned tractor-trolleys into 
makeshift shelters, lined up 
along the Sri Hargobindpur 
road as they face heavy rains 
and the threat of their homes 
being washed away.

The Army Monday said 
more than 5,000 civilians were 
rescued so far and 21 tonnes of 
relief material was provided 
to the people in Jammu, Pun-
jab and Himachal Pradesh 
affected by floods.

The Western Command of 
the Indian Army has been con-
ducting extensive Humanitar-
ian Assistance and Disaster 
Relief (HADR) operations in 
the flood-affected states.

A total of 47 columns includ-
ing army aviation and Indian 
Air Force helicopters were 
activated along with forma-
tion engineers, medical and 
communication resources to 
provide immediate relief, an 
officer said.

 NATURE’S FURY

7 die in Himachal, U’khand 
landslides, several roads shut

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 1: Maratha quo-
ta leader Manoj Jarange Mon-
day asked protesters to follow 
the directives of the Bombay 
High Court and not inconve-
nience the people of Mumbai 
by roaming on the streets.

He also appealed to the pro-
testers to park their vehicles 
only in the designated park-
ing areas, hours after the High 
Court frowned on the conduct 
of protesters.“Follow the high 
court’s orders. Don’t trouble 
Mumbaikars. Don’t roam 
on streets, park vehicles in 
designated areas. Those who 
don’t want to listen to me can 
return to their villages,” Ja-
range said while addressing 
a gathering at Azad Maidan, 
the ground zero of his hunger 
strike, Monday night.

In a frail voice, the quota 
leader said he had to drink 
water while addressing the 
protesters. Jarange reiterated 
that he would leave Mumbai on-
ly after Marathas get the reser-
vation under the OBC category. 

He wondered if some “out-
siders” joined the ranks of 
Maratha protesters to malign 
the agitation. “Our people don’t 
misbehave with journalists 
and indulge in hooliganism,” 
he said.

“I don’t want the aspersions 
to be cast on my caste. I am 
going through a lot of pain 
and suffering for you and your 
children. If you behave in such 
a manner, then what's the use 
(of the agitation)?” he said.

HC asks Jarange, 
supporters to 
vacate city streets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, Sept 1: Grasslands 
in Assam’s Manas National 
Park and Tiger Reserve have 
shrunk by nearly 50 per cent 
in the last three decades due 
to various factors, including 
climate change, offi cials said.

Manas National Park (MNP) 
and Tiger Reserve Field Direc-
tor C Ramesh told PTI that 
grasslands paving the way for 
woodlands is a natural process 
that takes over 100 years but it 
has accelerated in the UNES-
CO World Heritage Site, forc-
ing herbivorous animals to get 
concentrated in areas where 
grasses are available.

“We are witnessing that the 
grassland expanse is shrinking 
and woodlands are increasing. 
That’s a part of succession, but 
it is happening very rapidly, 

and that is a cause of concern 
for us as grasslands are crucial 
for the ecosystem,” he said.

Ramesh stated that the trees 
and shrubs that are replacing 
grasslands are of native spe-
cies. With woodlands replacing 
the grasslands, animals are get-
ting concentrated in areas that 
have grass.

The grasslands of the na-
tional park are unique from a 
biodiversity point of view as it 
is the only place in the world 
where greater one-horned 
rhino, swamp deer, hog deer, 
pygmy hog, hispid hare, wild 
buffalo, Bengal fl orican, tiger 
and elephant co-exist in the 
same habitat.

Speaking about the crisis, 
eminent conservationist and 
grassland expert Bibhuti 
Prasad Lahkar told PTI that 
the grasslands are affected in 

two ways -- biotic and abiotic 
or anthropogenic.

The anthropogenic pattern 
means affecting the grassland 
through livestock grazing, un-
controlled burning and grass 
cutting for various purposes.

Lahkar said that the diver-
sity of grasses has also been 
declining over the years.

“Different animals depend on 

different types of grasses. So, 
if a particular species of grass 
decreases, then the animals 
dependent on that grass will 
also gradually vanish from the 
park,” he added. 

Lahkar said very little em-
phasis is given in Assam on de-
veloping habitats as the prima-
ry focus is still on developing 
infrastructure and combating 

poaching.
Echoing similar views, 

Gauhati University Assistant 
Professor (Environmental 
Science) Minakshi Bora said 
climate change is responsible 
for altering MNP's grassland 
community, enabling invasive 
species like Chromolaena odo-
rata and Mikania micrantha to 
thrive.

Bora said that rising tem-
peratures and declining pre-
cipitation have disrupted the 
hydrological cycle in the Manas 

River Basin.
Additionally, fl ash fl oods, 

intensifi ed by melting Hima-
layan glaciers and increased 
sediment loads, are causing 
signifi cant damage to grassland 
vegetation and leading to wild-
life mortality, Bora stressed.

Ramesh, however, said 
that no study has been con-
ducted on the impact of cli-
mate change in the forest, and 
there is no weather station in-
side the national park, which 
is why it is difficult to anal-
yse the change of temperature 
or rainfall pattern inside the 
jungle over the years. In a bid 
to arrest the decline, the park 
authorities, in collaboration 
with several NGOs, have pre-
pared a 10-year 'Grassland 
Management Action Plan' 
(GMAP) to conserve and re-
store the habitat.

Grasslands in Manas National Park face rapid decline
We are witnessing that 
the grassland expanse is 
shrinking and woodlands 

are increasing. That’s a part of 
succession, but it is happening 
very rapidly, and that is a cause of 
concern for us as grasslands are 
crucial for the ecosystem

C RAMESH | MNP AND TIGER RESERVE FIELD DIRECTOR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Sept 1: West Bengal 
Chief Minister and Trinamool 
Congress supremo Mamata 
Banerjee Monday accused the 
Centre of “misusing” the Indian 
Army to dismantle 
a stage erected here 
to protest alleged 
atrocities on Benga-
li-speaking migrant 
workers in 

BJP-ruled states.
Banerjee's 

reaction came after 
the Indian Army 
partially disman-
tled the TMC's 
stage erected beside 
the Gandhi statue 
in the Maidan area 
in central Kolkata 
on the grounds that 
the party had overshot the pro-
gramme’s permission tenure.

“I do not blame the Army. 
This is the BJP’s vendetta 
politics. The double-engine 
government of the BJP is to 
be blamed. They are misus-
ing the Army. This is unethi-
cal, undemocratic, and it’s a 
shame that the BJP has stooped 
to such levels,” Banerjee, who 
rushed to the spot, alleged while 
speaking to reporters at the par-

tially dismantled structure. The 
TMC was holding sit-ins at the 
site Saturdays and Sundays for 
nearly the past one month.

“The BJP wants to misuse 
the Army for their own pur-
poses. This is a sad message. 

They do not care about 
the country's internal 
issues or its border 
security. They only 
care about fi ghting the 
Trinamool Congress 
in Bengal. But the 
more they do this, the 
worse the result will 
be for them,” Banerjee 
claimed.

The Army should 
have consulted the 
Kolkata Police be-
fore dismantling the 
stage, the CM main-
tained. 

“They could have called me, 
and I would have removed the 
stage within minutes. They 
could have contacted the state 
police or the Kolkata CP, since 
this was about law and order, 
and that is a state subject. They 
could have also spoken to our 
sports minister Aroop Biswas 
like they did during the Durand 
Cup,” she said, alleging that the 
police were deliberately insulted 
by this act on Police Day.

ARMY REMOVES TMC’S PROTEST STAGE

Mamata blames BJP
for misuse of power

BANERJEE'S 
REACTION CAME 

AFTER THE INDIAN 
ARMY PARTIALLY 
DISMANTLED THE 

TMC'S STAGE 
ERECTED BESIDE THE 
GANDHI STATUE IN 

THE MAIDAN AREA IN 
CENTRAL KOLKATA 
ON THE GROUNDS 
THAT THE PARTY 
HAD OVERSHOT 

THE PROGRAMME’S 
PERMISSION TENURE
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international
SL’S JAFFNA TO GET FIRST 
INT’L CRICKET STADIUM
Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake 
Monday laid the foundation stone for the construc-
tion of the fi rst international cricket stadium in 
the former war torn region of Jaffna. Speaking at 
the ceremony, Dissanayake said Sri Lanka, which 
was always in the news for wrong reasons such as 
the civil war, the economic crisis and corruption, 
found cricket as the only good news provider

The fi rst meeting 
of the Council is 

scheduled for 3 Sep-
tember. At this meeting, 
the fund's council will 
determine the principles 
for selecting projects 
and other operational 
procedures
YULIIA SVYRYDENKO | 
PRIME MINISTER, UKRAINE

5 killed as Pak army 
helicopter crashes
Islamabad: Five Pakistan 
army personnel, including 
two offi cers, were killed 
Monday after their helicopter 
crashed in Pakistan-occupied-
Kashmir’s Gilgit-Baltistan 
region. An MI-17 helicopter, on 
routine training, attempted to 
“crash-land” after developing 
a technical fault, the army said 
in a statement, adding that the 
accident occurred at around 
1 am near Hudor village, 
about 12 kilometres away 
from Thakdas Cantonment, 
in Diamer. Those killed were 
identifi ed as Major Atif, pilot 
in command; Major Faisal, co-
pilot; Naib Subedar Maqbool, 
fl ight engineer; Havilar 
Jahangir, crew chief; and Naik 
Amir, crew chief.

B’desh Army chief 
meets Yunus, Prez
Dhaka: Army Chief Gen Waker-
uz-Zaman Monday met Chief 
Adviser Muhammad Yunus 
and President Mohammed 
Shahabuddin and discussed 
the military’s role in assisting 
the civil administration, amid 
deteriorating law and order 
situation in Bangladesh in 
recent days. In a statement, 
the army described the 
meetings as “courtesy calls” 
and said Gen Zaman briefed 
them about his recent visit 
to China. According to a 
statement issued by the Chief 
Adviser’s Press Wing, Yunus 
thanked the military for their 
continued contribution to the 
maintenance of law and order. 

Helicopter with 8 
aboard loses contact
Jakarta: A helicopter carrying 
eight people lost contact in a 
forest in Indonesia’s tropical 
island of Borneo eight minutes 
after takeoff, offi cials said 
Monday. The Airbus BK117 
D-3, owned by Eastindo Air, 
departed from the airport 
in Kotabaru district in 
Indonesia’s South Kalimantan 
province at 08:46 am Monday 
on its way to Palangkaraya 
city in Central Kalimantan 
province. It was supposed 
arrive in Palangkaraya at 10:15 
am. Its last contact with air 
traffi c control was at 08:54 am. 

10 Indian-origin men 
charged in Singapore 
Singapore: Ten Indian-origin men 
were charged in a Singapore 
court Monday after they 
allegedly took part in a brawl 
at a coffee shop of an industrial 
estate last month that left two 
victims with stab wounds. Each 
man faces one charge of rioting 
while armed with a deadly 
weapon, reported The Straits 
Times. For rioting while armed 
with a weapon, an offender can 
be jailed for up to 10 years and 
caned, according to the report.

We can in-
deed confi rm 
that there 

was GPS jamming. 
We have received 
information from 
the Bulgarian au-
thority that they suspect that this 
was due to blatant interference by 
Russia

ARIANNA PODESTA |  
EU DEPUTY CHIEF SPOKESPERSON

Our joint 
letter with my 
colleagues, 

the foreign minis-
ters of China and 
Russia, signed in 
Tianjin, refl ects the 
fi rm position that the European at-
tempt to invoke snapback is legally 
baseless and politically destructive

ABBAS ARAGHCHI  | FOREIGN MINISTER, IRAN

Those are 
things that 
you don't 

discuss before you 
sit down at the 
negotiating table 
with many parties 
that have a say in the matte

BORIS PISTORIUS  |  
DEFENCE MINISTER, GERMANY

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Kabul, Sept 1: The shrinking 
of funding for Afghanistan, led 
by US aid cuts, was hampering 
the response Monday to a pow-
erful earthquake in the east, 
with dozens of clinics closed 
and a helicopter out of use, hu-
manitarian offi cials said.

The magnitude 6 tremor hit 
overnight, levelling villages, 
killing at least 800 people and 
injuring more than 2,800 in re-
mote mountainside areas.

The ruling Taliban admin-
istration and aid offi cials have 
a daunting task to rescue and 
help thousands of Afghans with 
a tinier budget than ever and an 
economy in crisis.

“The actual delivery of re-
sponse has been badly hit by 
the funding cuts this year, but 
also the number of people we 
have on the ground is much 
less than we would have had six 
months ago,” said Kate Carey, 
deputy head of the UN Offi ce for 
the Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs in Afghanistan.

It was the third major dead-
ly earthquake since the Tali-
ban took over in 2021 in a na-
tion also reeling from confl ict, 
droughts, fl oods and the push-
back of 2.1 million Afghans by 
neighbouring countries.

Afghanistan has been bad-
ly affected since US President 
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion in January began funding 
cuts to its humanitarian arm 
USAID and aid programs world-
wide in what he casts as part of 
a broader plan to remove waste-
ful spending.

But even before that, funding 
was shrinking to Afghanistan 

due to competing emergencies 
in areas like Ukraine, Gaza and 
Sudan, as well as frustration 
from donor governments over 
the Taliban’s policies towards 
women, especially its restric-
tions on the work of Afghan 
female NGO staff.

Humanitarian aid, aimed 
at bypassing political institu-
tions to serve urgent needs, 
has shrunk to $767 million this 
year, down from $3.8 billion in 
2022. The impact of the cuts was 
starkly illustrated by the latest 
crisis, Carey said, with a creak-
ing health system now dealing 
with thousands of patients hit 
by falling rubble.

Forty-four health clinics ca-
tering to over 363,000 people 
in Nangarhar and Kunar, the 
provinces worst-affected by the 
quake, suspended operations or 
closed this year due to US aid 
cuts, according to World Health 
Organization fi gures.

NO HELICOPTER
Where in the past a helicop-

ter would have taken health 
teams and supplies to remote 
villages only accessible by 
foot, funding cuts to the World 
Food Programme, which runs 
a humanitarian air service, put 
the aircraft out of commission 

earlier this year, Carey said.
The Taliban has appealed for 

more aid in a country where 
half the population was already 
in need of urgent humanitari-
an assistance according to UN 
estimates.

“Support from the interna-
tional community is seen as 
essential,” said Abdul Rahman 
Habib, spokesperson for the 
Taliban-run Ministry of Econ-
omy, noting the fall in funds 
for food, healthcare, displaced 
people and communities hit by 
climate change.

Aid has been a lifeline during 
Afghanistan’s global isolation 
under the Taliban, whose gov-
ernment has only formally 
been recognised by Russia. 
Sanctions on some of its lead-
ers have hampered the banking 
sector and the US has frozen 
billions in central bank assets.

Taliban authorities do not 
publicly release their annual 

budget. The World Bank noted 
in April that although authori-
ties’ tax and revenues mobilisa-
tion had been relatively strong, 
it had not been enough to offset 
the sharp drop in aid.

As well as the global fund-
ing plunge, the UN and char-
ities have to navigate a pleth-
ora of complex policies on 
operations under the Taliban, 
which says Afghan female aid 
staff should not work though 
there are exemptions in 
health and education.

The Taliban, which has 
closed high schools and uni-
versities to female students 
and placed restrictions on 
their movement without a 
male guardian, says it re-
spects women’s rights in ac-
cordance with its interpreta-
tion of Islamic law.

Sherine Ibrahim, the Inter-
national Rescue Committee’s 
Afghanistan Director, said 
Monday that the funding cuts 
were a drag on the response to 
Afghanistan’s latest disaster.

“Although we have been able 
to act fast, we are profoundly 
fearful for the additional strain 
that this disaster will have on the 
overall humanitarian response 
in Afghanistan,” she said.

Earthquake rattles Afghanistan
The magnitude 6 

tremor hit overnight, 
levelling villages, 
killing at least 800 

people and injuring 
more than 2,800 

in remote 
mountainside areas

Quake response hampered 
by funding cuts

Deadly tremor the latest of 
multiple crises

Dozens of clinics shut in 
worst-hit provinces

2025
A magnitude 5.6 quake hit 

Afghanistan’s Hindu Kush region 
August 27.

A magnitude 5.2 earthquake 
hit Afghanistan’s Hindu Kush 
region August 19, at a depth of 
186 km (115 miles).

A magnitude 5.5 earthquake 
struck central Pakistan June 29, 
with its epicenter at a depth of 
149 km (93 miles).

 A magnitude 5.7 earthquake 
struck Pakistan May 10, the 
European Mediterranean 
Seismological Centre said.

 Quakes of magnitude 5.6 
and 5.8 hit the Hindu Kush 
and Afghanistan-Tajikistan 
border regions, April 16 and 19, 
respectively.

A magnitude 5 earthquake 
struck Pakistan April 12, at a 
depth of 39 km (25 miles).

Pakistan’s southern port 
city of Karachi has been hit 
by several moderate or minor 
tremors in March and June.

2024
A magnitude 5.5 earthquake 

hit the Hindu Kush region in 
Afghanistan October 17.

An earthquake of magnitude 
5.75 struck Pakistan at a depth 
of 10 km (6 miles) September 
11.

 Earthquakes of magnitude 5.5 
and 5.8 struck Pakistan between 
March 19 and March 20.

 An earthquake of magnitude 
5.5 hit northwestern Kashmir 
February 19.

A magnitude 6.3 earthquake 
hit the Hindu Kush region in 
Afghanistan January 11.

A magnitude 5 earthquake 
hit the Afghanistan-Tajikistan 
border region January 5.

2023
 An earthquake of magnitude 

5.3 hit the Afghanistan-Tajikistan 
border region November 15.

Many died as multiple 
earthquakes rattled Afghanistan 
in October.

An earthquake of magnitude 
5.1 hit the Afghanistan-Tajikistan 
border August 6.

Earthquakes of magnitude 
5.6 and 5.7 hit the Hindu Kush 
region in Afghanistan May 3 and 
August 5, respectively.

An earthquake of magnitude 
6.5 hit northern Afghanistan in 
late March, killing at least 13.

A magnitude 5.8 earthquake 
hit the Hindu Kush region in 
Afghanistan January 5.

2022
An earthquake of magnitude 

4.3 hit southeastern Afghanistan 
December 16.

Over September 5 and 6, at 
least two earthquakes struck 
Afghanistan, with one killing at 
least eight.

A magnitude 5.6 quake 
struck Pakistan’s southwestern 
region August 1.

A magnitude 6 earthquake 
in Afghanistan killed more than 
1,000 people in June.

A magnitude 5.7 earthquake 
struck the Hindu Kush region in 
Afghanistan February 5.

An earthquake of magnitude 
5.6, at a depth of 30 km (19 
miles), hit western Afghanistan 
January 17.

2021
At least 15 people were 

killed after an earthquake struck 
southern Pakistan October 7. 

A magnitude 4.6 earthquake, 
at a depth of 17.6 km (11 miles), 
shook Afghanistan May 19.

Deadliest quakes

REUTERS

Kfar Malik, West Bank/Je-
rusalem, Sept 1: Palestinians 
in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank are facing severe water 
shortages that they say are 
being driven by increasing at-
tacks on scarce water sources 
by extremist Jewish settlers.

Across the West Bank in 
Palestinian communities, res-
idents are reporting shortages 
that have left taps in homes dry 
and farms without irrigation.

In Ramallah, one of the larg-
est Palestinian cities in the 
West Bank and the administra-
tive capital of the Palestinian 
Authority, residents facing wa-
ter shortages are now relying 
on public taps.

“We only get water at home 
twice a week, so people are 
forced to come here,” said Umm 
Ziad, as she fi lled empty plas-
tic bottles with water alongside 
other Ramallah residents.

The United Nations recorded 
62 incidents, opens new tab of 
Jewish settlers vandalising wa-
ter wells, pipelines, irrigation 
networks and other water-re-
lated infrastructure in the West 
Bank in the fi rst six months of 
the year.

The Israeli military ac-
knowledged it has received 
multiple reports of Israeli ci-
vilians intentionally causing 
damage to water infrastruc-
ture but that no suspects had 
been identifi ed.

Among the targets have 
been a freshwater spring and 
a water distribution station in 
Ein Samiya, around 16 km (10 
miles) northeast of Ramallah, 
serving around 20 nearby Pal-
estinian villages and some city 
neighbourhoods.

Settlers have taken over the 
spring that many Palestinians 
have used for generations to 
cool off in the hot summer 
months.

Palestinian public utility 
Jerusalem Water Undertaking 
said the Ein Samiya water dis-
tribution station had become a 
frequent target of settler van-
dalism.

The Ein Samiya spring and 
Kfar Malik village have been 
increasingly surrounded by 
Jewish Israeli settlements. 
The United Nations and most 
foreign governments consider 

settlements in the West Bank 
to be illegal under internation-
al law and an obstacle to the 
establishment of a future Pal-
estinian state.

According to the United 
Nations' humanitarian offi ce, 
settlers carried out multiple at-
tacks, opens new tab targeting 
water springs and vital water 
infrastructure in the Ramallah, 
Salfi t and Nablus areas between 

June 1 and July 14. The Ein 
Samiya water spring had been 
repeatedly attacked, it said in 
a July report.

Israeli security forces view 
any damage to infrastructure 
as a serious matter and were 
carrying out covert and overt 
actions to prevent further 
harm, the Israeli military 
said in response to Reuters 
questions for this story. It 
said the Palestinian Water 
Authority had been given ac-
cess to carry out repairs.

COSTLY DELIVERIES
Across the West Bank, water 

tanks are common in Palestin-
ian homes, storing rainwater or 
water delivered by trucks due 
to an already unreliable piped 
water network that has been ex-
acerbated by the settler attacks.

COGAT, the Israeli military 
agency that oversees policy in 
the West Bank and Gaza, said in 
response to Reuters questions 
the Palestinian Authority was 
responsible for supplying wa-
ter to Palestinians in the West 
Bank. Israel transferred 90 
million cubic meters of water 
to the Palestinian Authority 
each year, it said, blaming any 
shortages on water theft by Pal-
estinians.

Along with traveling long 
distances to collect water, 
Palestinians have become 
reliant on costly water deliv-
eries to manage the chronic 
water crisis that they fear 
will only grow.

In Israeli-occupied West Bank, Palestinian taps run dry
Palestinians say water shortages 
are due to settler attacks

UN reports increase in settler 
vandalism of water infrastructure

Israeli military acknowledges 
reports but no suspects identifi ed

Israeli agency COGAT blames 
Palestinian water theft

Shortages force reliance on 
costly deliveries

REUTERS

Tianjin, China, Sept 1: Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
Monday pressed his vision for 
a new global security and eco-
nomic order that prioritises 
the “Global South”, in a direct 
challenge to the United States, 
during a summit that included 
the leaders of Russia and India.

“We must continue to take 
a clear stand against hege-
monism and power politics, 
and practise true multilateral-
ism,” Xi said, in a thinly veiled 
swipe at the United States and 
President Donald Trump’s tar-
iff policies.

“Global governance has 
reached a new crossroads,” he 
added.

Xi was hosting more than 
20 leaders of non-Western 
countries at a summit in the 

Chinese port city of Tianjin 
for the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation, a China-backed 
initiative given renewed 
impetus by the presence of 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Indian Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi.
In an image designed to con-

vey a mood of solidarity, Putin 
and Modi were shown holding 
hands as they walked jovially 
towards Xi before the summit 
opened. The three men stood 

shoulder-to-shoulder, laugh-
ing and surrounded by in-
terpreters. “It’s hard to tell if 
the scene was choreographed 
or improvised, but it doesn’t 
really matter,” wrote Eric 
Olander, editor-in-chief of The 
China-Global South Project, a 
research agency.

“If the US president and his 
acolytes thought they could use 
tariffs to pressure China, India, 
or Russia into submission, that 
(encounter) says otherwise.”

After the summit, Modi 
shared a ride with Putin in the 
Russian leader’s armoured Au-
rus limousine en route to their 
bilateral meeting.

“Conversations with him are 
always insightful,” Modi wrote 
on X. At the bilateral meeting, 
Putin addressed Modi in Rus-
sian as “Dear Mr Prime Minis-
ter, dear friend.”

XI PUSHES NEW GLOBAL ORDER
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Washington, Sept 
1: US President Donald Trump 
Monday claimed that India has 
now “offered” to cut its tariffs to 
nothing, “but it’s getting late”, 
as he said that India buys most 
of its oil and military products 
from Russia and very little 
from the US. “What few people 
understand is that we do very 
little business with India, but 
they do a tremendous amount 
of business with us,” Trump 
said in a post on Truth Social.

He added that India sells to 
the US, its biggest “client”, 
“massive” amounts of goods, 
“but we sell them very little - 
Until now a totally one sided 
relationship, and it has been 
for many decades.”

The reason is that India has 
charged us, until now, such high 
tariffs, the most of any country, 
that our businesses are unable 
to sell into India, he said.

“It has been a totally one sid-
ed disaster! Also, India buys 
most of its oil and military 
products from Russia, very 
little from the US. They have 
now offered to cut their Tariffs 
to nothing, but it’s getting late. 
They should have done so years 
ago. Just some simple facts for 
people to ponder!!!” Trump said.

Trump claims India offered 
to cut tariffs to nothing
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ONLINE GAMING ACT TO BE NOTIFIED SOON
The government will notify the Online Gaming Act 
very quickly, a top government offi cial said on Mon-
day. The Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming 
Act, 2025, passed by the Parliament August 21, bars 
all forms of online money games while promoting e-
sports and other online games. The act has received 
the President's assent. The act will come into effect 
after it is notifi ed by the government

India's manufacturing PMI hit 
another new high in August, 
driven by a rapid expansion in 
production. The increase of US 
tariffs on Indian goods to 50 per 
cent might have contributed to 
the slight easing in new export 
orders growth
PRANJUL BHANDARI | CHIEF INDIA ECONOMIST, HSBC

Ashok Leyland’s 
big investment
Mumbai: Automaker Ashok 
Leyland, India's third-largest 
manufacturer of commercial 
vehicles said Monday it will 
invest more than 50 billion 
rupees ($571.4 million) 
in domestic EV battery 
production. The investment 
will be spread over the 
next 7-10 years, it said. The 
company plans to supply the 
batteries to its EV unit, called 
Switch, as well to as other 
automakers and for energy 
storage purposes. Ashok 
Leyland will also partner 
with China's CALB one of 
the world's top EV battery 
makers, for the battery 
production venture. CALB 
supplies EV batteries for cars, 
commercial vehicles, and 
energy storage. 

CAD narrows 
Mumbai: India's current 
account defi cit (CAD) 
narrowed to $2.4 billion, 
or 0.2 per cent of GDP, 
in the June quarter from 
$8.6 billion (0.9 per cent 
of GDP) in the year-ago 
period, helped by exports 
of services, according to 
RBI data released Monday. 
India recorded a current 
account defi cit (CAD) of 
$23.3 billion (0.6 per cent of 
GDP) for 2024-25, down from 
$26 billion (0.7 per cent of 
GDP) in 2023-24. During the 
quarter, merchandise trade 
defi cit was at $68.5 billion 
higher than $63.8 billion 
in the April-June period of 
previous year. Net services 
receipts increased to $47.9 
billion in quarter from $39.7 
billion a year ago, it said. 
Services exports have risen 
on a y-o-y basis in major 
categories such as business 
services and computer 
services, it added. In the 
fi nancial account, it said.

Deutsche Bank to sell 
Indian retail bank biz
New Delhi: Deutsche Bank 
is exploring the sale of 
its Indian retail banking 
assets and has invited bids 
from domestic and foreign 
lenders in the country, two 
sources said. The Germany-
based bank has pledged 
to make its retail business 
more profi table. In March, 
CEO Christian Sewing said 
headcount at its retail 
bank will be cut by almost 
2,000 people in 2025, with 
a "signifi cant" reduction 
in branch numbers. In 
India, Deutsche wants to 
completely sell its retail 
banking business, which 
spans 17 branches. The 
sources said Deutsche had 
set an August 29 deadline 
for non-binding bids from 
several banks for its India 
retail assets. The valuation 
the bank is seeking for its 
India retail business was also 
not immediately clear.

SHORT TAKES

Crossing 
20.01 billion 
UPI trans-

actions in August 
2025 is a remark-
able milestone that 
refl ects the depth 
and resilience of India's digital 
economy

DILIP MODI |  CEO, SPICE MONEY

The upcoming 
India Mobile 
Congress 

(IMC) 2025 will 
focus on 5G and 6G 
technologies and 
also discuss ways 
to connect communities 
such as farmers, MSMEs and 
school children

JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA  | 
UNION TELECOM MINISTER

uoteu

Our acquisi-
tion of a ma-
jority stake 

in Pinkvilla is a 
critical step in our 
mission to deepen 
our engagement 
with Gen Z

RAVI IYER  | 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT (CORP), FLIPKART

GLITTERING 
METAL Gold touches lifetime high of `1.05 lakh/10g on tariff jitters

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 1: Rising for 
the sixth consecutive session, 
gold prices rallied Rs 1,000 to 
hit yet another record high of 
Rs 1,05,670 per 10 grams in the 
national capital Monday, lift-
ed by expectations of a rate cut 
by the US Federal Reserve this 
month and robust demand in 
overseas markets.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the pre-
cious metal of 99.9 per cent pu-
rity had climbed Rs 1,000 to hit 
a record high of Rs 1,04,670 per 
10 grams Saturday.

In the local market, gold of 

99.5 per cent purity jumped Rs 
800 to hit a lifetime high of Rs 
1,04,800 per 10 grams (inclusive 
of all taxes) Monday. It had set-
tled at Rs 1,04,000 per 10 grams 
in the previous market session.

Traders said the precious 
metal surged as investors 
surged towards safe-haven as-
sets amid growing concerns 
over the uncertainty around 
tariff policies.

Additionally, silver prices 
rallied Rs 1,000 to hit a fresh 
peak of Rs 1,26,000 per kilogram 
(inclusive of all taxes) Monday. 
The white metal had skyrocket-
ed Rs 6,000 to hit a record high 
of Rs 1,25,000 per kg Saturday.

 "Silver hit record high in 
the domestic markets largely 
driven by industrial demand 
in clean energy and electronics 

supporting with speculative in-
terest driving the price sharply 
higher," Trivesh D, Chief Oper-
ating Offi cer at brokerage fi rm 

Tradejini, said.
On the MCX, the most-traded 

gold futures for October con-
tract Monday increased Rs 2,113 
or 2.03 per cent to hit a lifetime 
high of Rs 1,05,937 per 10 grams 
in morning trade.

Subsequently, the yellow 
metal futures for the December 
contract jumped Rs 1,682 to hit 
a record high of Rs 1,06,539 per 
10 grams.

 In addition, silver futures 
for December contract zoomed 
Rs 3,117, or 2.5 per cent, to hit 
a record peak of Rs 1,24,990 per 
kg on the Multi Commodity Ex-
change (MCX) Monday.

 In the international markets, 

Comex gold futures for Decem-
ber contract rose to hit a record 
high of USD 3,556.87 per ounce. 
Spot gold rose $22.51, or 0.65 per 
cent, to trade at $3,470.51 per 
ounce in New York.

However, San Francisco 
Fed President Mary Daly sig-
nalled that policymakers may 
be ready to lower interest rates 
soon, noting that infl ation driv-
en by tariffs is likely to be tem-
porary.

Comex silver futures 
breached $41 per ounce, its 
highest level in 14 years, in 
New York. Also, spot silver 
went up 1.96 per cent to trade 
at $40.47 per ounce.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 1: Goods and 
Services Tax (GST)collection 
in August rose 6.5 per cent to 
over Rs 1.86 lakh crore with 
increased domestic sales, and 
the upcoming festive season 
is likely to swell the kitty go-
ing forward.

The August GST mop-up is, 
however, lower than Rs 1.96 
lakh crore collected in July. In 
August 2024, the collection was 
Rs 1.75 lakh crore.

The gross domestic revenue 
grew 9.6 per cent to Rs 1.37 lakh 
crore, while tax from imports 
dipped 1.2 per cent to Rs 49,354 
crore in August. GST refunds 
were down 20 per cent year-on-
year to Rs 19,359 crore.

EY Tax Partner Saurabh 
Agarwal said the significant 
dip in export refunds is a 
clear signal of the impact 
that global tariffs are heavy 
on the export sector.

Net GST revenue stood at Rs 
1.67 lakh crore in August 2025, 
recording 10.7 per cent year-on-
year growth.

ICRA Chief Economist Aditi 
Nayar said while Central Goods 
and Services Tax (CGST) and 
State Goods and Services Tax 
(SGST) recorded a double-digit 
expansion, the growth in Inte-
grated Goods and Services Tax 
(IGST )and cess collections was 

tepid, dampening the headline 
GST increase to 6.5 per cent.

The collection data comes 
just two days ahead of the 
meeting of the GST Council, 
comprising Centre and states, 
which will deliberate on rate 
rationalisation and reducing 
number of tax slabs.

Mani said after four months 
of increase in GST refunds, this 
month depicts a decline in re-

funds, although on an annual 
basis, refunds are 18 per cent 
more than last year.

He said these collections 
pertain to economic activity 
during July, which is typi-
cally impacted by the mon-
soon-led lower demand for 
goods and services.

"The demand increase 
which begin in the festival 
season starting August and 
will continue till November, 
should result in significant 
jumps in collections in the 
coming months; however re-
duced GST rates that are ex-
pected to be announced soon 
may temporarily moderate 
the collection," Mani added.

With expected GST cuts on 
many products in the up-
coming Council meeting, the 
government would be closely 
monitoring the collections 
over next few months, accord-
ing to Pratik Jain, Partner 
Price Waterhouse & Co LLP.

India collects `1.86L-cr GST in August

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 1: Benchmark 
BSE Sensex Monday rebounded 
by nearly 555 points on value 
buying in IT, auto and consum-
er durables shares after three 
straight days of losses and 
strong macro data.

The 30-share Sensex jumped 
554.84 points or 0.70 per cent to 
settle at 80,364.49 with 23 of its 
constituents ending higher and 
seven lower. The index opened 
with gains and later surged 
597.19 points or 0.74 per cent to 
hit a high of 80,406.84.

The 50-share NSE Nifty 
spurted by 198.20 points or 0.81 
per cent to close at 24,625.05.

Among Sensex firms, Ma-
hindra & Mahindra, Tata 
Motors, Trent, Eternal, Asian 
Paints and Infosys were the 
major gainers. However, Sun 
Pharma, ITC, Hindustan Uni-
lever and Titan were among 
the laggards.

India's economy grew by a 
stronger-than-expected 7.8 per 
cent in April-June, its fastest 
pace in fi ve quarters, before 
US President Donald Trump 
imposed tariffs that now cloud 
the outlook, threatening key 
exports.

"India's Q1 GDP growth of 
7.8 per cent, exceeding projec-
tions, has reinforced investor 
confi dence in the economy's 
resilience amid global uncer-
tainties.

“Expectations of GST ra-
tionalisation at the upcoming 
council meeting continue to 
bolster sentiment, supporting 
discretionary consumption. 

This optimism is particularly 
benefi ting sectors such as auto 
and consumer durables," Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit 
Investments Limited, said.

The BSE midcap gauge 
jumped 1.64 per cent and small-
cap index climbed 1.49 per cent.

Auto surged the most by 
2.68 per cent, followed by con-
sumer durables (2.07 per cent), 
consumer discretionary (2 per 
cent), capital goods (1.93 per 
cent), power (1.80 per cent), 
metal (1.68 per cent), BSE Fo-
cused IT (1.65 per cent) and BSE 
IT (1.62 per cent).

As many as 2,796 stocks ad-
vanced while 1,391 declined 
and 193 remained unchanged 
on the BSE.

"The fall has been sharp in 
past three trading sessions 
and a breather was expected, 
and hence markets witnessed 
a relief rally. The bounce back 
was also due to strong Q1 GDP 
numbers and optimism ahead 
of the GST rejig meeting later 
this week.

"However, persistent FII sell-
ing coupled with a falling ru-
pee has made investors jittery 
about equity markets near to 
medium prospects," Prashanth 
Tapse, Senior VP (Research), 
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.

Global oil benchmark Brent 
crude climbed 0.92 per cent to 
$68.10 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) offl oaded equities 
worth Rs 8,312.66 crore on Fri-
day, while Domestic Institu-
tional Investors (DIIs) bought 
stocks worth Rs 11,487.64 crore, 
according to exchange data.

NO MONDAY BLUES

Sensex jumps 555 points

Vedanta organises mega health camp
LANJIGARH: Vedanta Aluminium, as part of its CSR healthcare initiative organised 
a mega health campaign ‘Project Aarogya’ in Kankutru Gram Panchayat, Lanjigarh. 
During the camp, a dedicated team of health experts provided free general health 
check-ups, medicines, and built awareness around preventive care and early 
diagnosis, helping extend healthcare access to remote areas. As part of its ongoing 
commitment to community well-being, the company conducts monthly health camps 
to ensure regular access to essential medical services for rural communities. This 
initiative refl ects the company’s focus on bridging healthcare gaps through sustained 
outreach and aligns with its commitment to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, particularly SDG 3 – Good Health and Well-
being for all. Pranab Kumar Bhattacharyya, CEO of Vedanta’s Alumina Business, said, “Healthcare is a fundamental right, yet access remains a 
challenge for many rural communities. In Kalahandi district, through Project Aarogya, we provide quality healthcare services to more than 60,000 
people annually. Initiatives like the Mega Health Camps refl ect our belief that community well-being is the foundation of sustainable growth.”
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Z Spykar opens new store 

BHUBANESWAR: Spykar, one of India’s leading youth fashion brands, 
announced the grand opening of its latest exclusive store at Kharvela 
Nagar, Bhubaneswar, Odisha. The inauguration ceremony was graced 
by Bishwajit Mishra and Arijit Mahapatra as the chief guests. The new 
650 sqft outlet offers a wide range of fashion-forward collections. The 
event witnessed the presence of franchisee owners Naman Narula and 
Sanjay Narula, along 
with their family. Biki 
Gupta (ASM, Spykar) 
was also there. This 
is the sixth store 
for Bhubaneswar, 
and 20th store in 
Odisha.  Speaking 
on the launch, the 
franchisee owners 
expressed their 
excitement in 
bringing Spykar’s 
youthful fashion 
to the heart of 
Bhubaneswar.

TPCODL Discoms launches rooftop solar scheme 
BHUBANESWAR: Tata 
Power-led Odisha Discoms 
Monday announced the 
launch of a one-kilowatt 
Rooftop Solar (RTS) adoption 
scheme under the Utility-Led 
Aggregation (ULA) model, as 
part of the Centre’s fl agship 
PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli 
Yojana. The scheme allows 
eligible domestic consumers 
with a one-kilowatt contract 
demand to install rooftop 
solar systems by paying just 
Rs 5,000 upfront, with the remaining cost covered through subsidies. Typi-
cally, a 1 kW solar system costs Rs 65,000–Rs75,000, but under this model, 
the Centre and State governments together provide a subsidy of Rs5,000—Rs 
30,000 and Rs 25,000 respectively. Consumers will only bear the cost of the 
solar generation meter, while the Discoms will provide the net meter. “With 
a 1 kW rooftop solar system, households can generate around 100 units of 
electricity per month, leading to annual savings of nearly Rs 5,000,” said Ga-
janan S Kale, Chief, Odisha Distribution Business & CEO, TPNODL.  He added 
that “Consumers just need to submit a consent form and make the one-time 
contribution. Tata Power-led Discoms will ensure installation, quality checks 
and after-sales service.” The company will offer a fi ve-year warranty on 
system components and 25 years on solar panels.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 1: SBI 
Bhubaneswar celebrated Na-
tional Sports Day from August 
29 to August 31 to honour the 
birth anniversary of Major 
Dhyan Chand, the legendary 
hockey player

In this regard State Bank 
of India Bhubaneswar Circle 
organised sports events and 
felicitation of sports person at 
different centre. Some of the 
events as follows. 

ROURKELA: August 29, a Hock-
ey Match between Lakra Club 
and SBI organised at Panposh 
Hockey Stadium, Rourkela. 
The bank invited and felicitated 
Olympian hockey player Lazrus 
Barla, veteran hockey player of 
Rourkela Surendra Tigga, Cy-
prian Kerketta, Naiman Tirkey. 
More than 37 Hockey Player 
participated in this event. 

CUTTACK: August 29, Saty-
abrata Stadium Cuttack 239 

participants form SBI including 
Senior Citizens participated in 
different events like Yoga, Zum-
ba, 100 mts race, 3 Kms Walk, 
Tug of War, Skipping etc.

BHUBANESWAR: August 29, 
Administrative offi ce, Unit-I 
Bhubaneswar more than 100 
participants from SBI taken 
part in event like Box Cricket, 
Badminton etc.  Apart from 
this, Prashant Kumar, DGM 
inaugurate a special play zone 

for children at Administrative 
Offi ce, Bhubaneswar.

BERHAMPUR: August 29, 
Administrative offi ce, Brah-
managar, Berhampur organ-
ised events like Badminton, 
Table Tensis, Chess, and Carom 
etc. More than 130 State Bank 
employees of Berhampur centre 
participated in these events

BALASORE: At Balasore Indore 
Stadium more than 44 partici-
pants participated in a Badmin-

ton tournament August 30.
ASKA: At Aska Stadium more 

than 50 participants participat-
ed in a Cricket Match tourna-
ment August 30.

PURI: More than 60 State Bank 
staff participated in a Cricket 
Tournament Sunday, August 
31 at Jagannath Stadium Puri.  
Bharat Charan Sahu, Regional 
Manager Puri felicitated Ra-
mesh Chandra Sahoo national 
Kho Kho Player.

SBI Bhubaneswar celebrates National Sports Day 2025
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 1: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will inau-
gurate ‘Semicon India – 2025’, a 
conference aimed at catalysing 
India’s semiconductor ecosys-
tem, Tuesday.

The three-day conference 
starting from Tuesday will 
focus on advancing a robust, 
resilient, and sustainable 
semiconductor ecosystem in 
India, it said.

It will feature sessions on the 
progress of the Semicon India 
programme, semiconductor fab 
and advanced packaging proj-
ects, infrastructure readiness, 
smart manufacturing, inno-
vations in R&D, and artifi cial 
intelligence, investment oppor-
tunities, and state-level policy 
implementation, among others.

Additionally, the event will 
highlight initiatives under 
the Design Linked Incentive 

(DLI) scheme, the growth of 
the startup ecosystem, inter-
national cooperation, and the 
future roadmap.

Over 20,750 attendees, in-
cluding more than 2,500 dele-
gates from over 48 countries, 
over 150 speakers, including 
over 50 global leaders, and 
more than 350 exhibitors will 
participate in the event, the 
statement said.

It will also include six 
countries roundtable dis-
cussions, country pavilions 
and dedicated pavilions for 
workforce development and 
startups, among others.

The statement said semicon 
conferences organised across 
the world aim to maximise 
outreach of the technological 
advancements in the semicon-
ductor domain as well as the 
policies of various countries 
to strengthen the semicon-
ductor ecosystem.

Modi to inaugurate 
semiconductor conference



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Dubai, Sept 1: The winners 
of the upcoming ICC Women's 
Cricket World Cup will receive 
the biggest-ever prize money in 
the history of the tournament, 
a massive hike from $1.32 mil-
lion (`11.65 crore) in the pre-
vious edition to $4.48 million 
(`39.55 crore), the sport's global 
governing body announced on 
Monday.

The 13th edition of the glob-
al showpiece event, beginning 
September 30, is being jointly 
hosted by India and Sri Lanka.

Overall, the the eight-team 
event will witness nearly a 
three-fold increase in prize 
money, with the ICC announc-
ing a total prize purse of $13.88 
million (`122.5 crore approx) 
for the mega event.

"The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) today announced 
a staggering four-fold increase 
in prize money for the ICC 
Women's Cricket World Cup 
2025 to be hosted by India from 
30 September to 2 November. 
The ICC sets a new benchmark 
for women's cricket as champi-
ons walk away with a record 
$4.48 million in prize 
money," said a state-
ment from the global 
cricket body.

"The overall prize 
money at the eight-
team tournament 
totals $13.88 million, 
which is a rise of 297 

per cent from the $3.5 
million (Rs 31 crore 
approx) at the last 
edition held in 
New Zealand in 
2022. The total 
prize pot eclipses 
the prize money 
at the ICC Men's 
Cricket World Cup 
2023, which had to-
tal prize money of $10 
million (`88.26 crore 
approx)."

The runners-up 
will now receive 
$2.24 million 

(`19.77 crore approx), an in-
crease of 273 per cent in 
comparison to the $600,000 

(`5.30 crore) England re-
ceived for reaching the 
final, while the two losing 

semi-finalists will be rich-
er by $1.12 million (`9.89 
crore approx) -- up from 

$300,000 (`2.65 crore approx) 
in 2022) each.

The group-stage win will 
earn the victors $34,314 
(`30.29 lakhs). The teams fi n-

ishing fi fth and sixth will 
take home $700,000 (`62 

lakh approx) each and those 
in seventh and eighth place 
will earn $280,000 (`24.71 lakh 
approx). Each participating 
team will take home $250,000 
(`22 lakh approx).

ICC said the move is aimed 
at increasing the popularity 

of women's cricket worldwide 
and to bring about a parity with 
men's cricket.

"The increased prize money 
aligns with the ICC's strategy 
to focus on the growth of the 
women's game and a decision 
to introduce pay parity was 
announced ahead of the ICC 
Women's T20 World Cup 2024," 
the statement added.

The winner of the tour-
nament, to be held across 
five venues - Guwahati, In-
dore, Navi Mumbai and Vi-
sakhapatnam in India and 
Colombo in Sri Lanka - will 
receive $4.48 million, a 239 
per cent increase from the 
$.32 million (`11.65 crore) 
awarded to Australia when 
they won their seventh title 
three years ago. The winners' 
purse at the last Men's World 
Cup was $4 million (`35.31 
crore approx).

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

New York, Sept 1: In his quest 
for ultimate history at the US 
Open, the 38-year-old Novak 
Djokovic became the oldest 
man in history to reach all four 
major singles quarterfi nals in 
one season, after ending the run 
of qualifi er Jan-Lennard Struff 
with 6-3, 6-3, 6-2 win inside Ar-
thur Ashe Stadium. 

His latest victory makes him 
the fourth oldest man—after 
Pancho Gonzalez, Ken Rosewall 
and Jimmy Connors—to ad-
vance to a US Open quarterfi -
nal. Prior to Djokovic, Connors 
was the most recent man to 
achieve the feat, which he did 
during his famous run to the 
semifi nals, at age 39, in 1991.

This is Djokovic’s 14th career 
singles quarterfi nal at the US 
Open, meaning he separates 
himself from Roger Federer and 
Andre Agassi, both of whom 
notched 13. He’s now second on 
the men’s Open Era list behind 
only Connors, who reached 17 
US Open quarterfi nals.

The Serb, who is aiming all-
time record 25th Grand Slam 
singles title, will nexy play No. 
4 seed Taylor Fritz, who beat 
Tomas Machac in straight sets.

Earlier, the 22-year-old Car-
los Alcaraz became the young-
est man to reach 13 Grand Slam 
quarterfi nals in the Open Era 
with a 7-6(3), 6-3, 6-4 victory 
over France’s Arthur Rinder-
knech. Rinderknech was ap-
pearing in the Round of 16 at 
a major for the fi rst time and 
was bidding to become the fi rst 
Frenchman to reach the quar-
ters in Flushing Meadows since 
Gael Monfi ls in 2019

Alcaraz boasts a 21-2 record 
at the Grand Slams this season, 
reaching the Australian Open 
quarterfi nals, saving three cham-
pionship points to win Roland Gar-

ros, and reaching the Wimbledon 
fi nal. Next up for Alcaraz is 20th 

seed Jiri Lehecka of Czechia, a 
7-6(4), 6-4, 2-6, 6-2, winner over 

Frenchman Adrian Mannarino. 
It will be a rematch of this sum-

mer’s Queen’s Club fi nal, won 
by Alcaraz, 7-5, 6-7(5), 6-2.
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US 
OPEN Djoko, Alcaraz defy age

Defending champ Sabalenka storms into quarterfi nals
Defending champion Aryna Sabalenka 

dominated Cristina Bucsa 6-1, 6-4 to 
reach the US Open quarterfi nals for the 
fi fth consecutive year. The win marks the 
fi fth consecutive year that Sabalenka has 
made it to at least the quarterfi nal round in 
Flushing Meadows, with her previous four 
trips resulting in semifi nal appearances 
or better. The 73-minute win also assures 
that Sabalenka will offi cially stay No 1 in 
the world rankings after the tournament, 
regardless of any other results. Sabalenka 
has now reached the quarterfi nals in each 
of the last 12 majors that she has contested, 
solidifying her position as a top contender. 
A matchup of Grand Slam champions awaits 
Sabalenka in the quarterfi nals as she’ll take 
on a former Wimbledon winner champion Marketa Vondrousova, who prevailed in a battle of 
former Wimbledon champions, defeating No 9 seed Elena Rybakina 6-4, 5-7, 6-2 in 1 hour and 
51 minutes to advance to the US Open quarterfi nals for the second time in her career. Against 
Vondrousova, Sabalenka leads the head-to-head 5-3, including a second-round win, also taking 
place in Cincinnati a few weeks ago. A win against either opponent would send Sabalenka to 
a fi fth straight US Open semifi nal. Earlier, Jessica Pegula advanced to the quarterfi nals with a 
dominant 6-1, 6-2 win over Ann Li in an all-American matchup. Pegula needed only 54 minutes 
to move past the 25-year-old Li, who was playing in her fi rst fourth-round match at a major 
championship and fell to 1-9 against Top 10 competition.

Maaya enters US Open junior 
singles second round
Teenage Indian 

tennis player Maaya 
Rajeshwaran Revathi 
overcame China's 
Zhang-Qian Wei to enter 
the second round of 
the junior girls' singles 
event at the US Open 
but Hitesh Chauhan 
bowed out after a 
straight-sets defeat 
here. The unseeded 
16-year-old, who hails 
from Coimbatore 
and trains at the Rafael Nadal Academy in 
Mallorca, Spain, defeated her Chinese rival 7-6 
(7-5), 6-3 in little over an hour and half. She will 
take on second-seeded Hannah Klugman of the 
United Kingdom in the second round. Klugman 
decimated Aspen Schuman of the US 6-0, 6-2. 
Revathi, who is emerging as a promising player, 
recently upset multiple senior players to make 
it to the semifi nals of the Mumbai Open WTA125 
tournament despite being unranked at that time.

Record payout: Women’s WC champs to get nearly `40cr cheque
ICC Women’s World Cup 
prize money sees 297% 
increase from previous 
edition, more than the 
Men’s World Cup 2023
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This announcement 
marks a defi ning mile-
stone in the journey 
of women's cricket. 

This four-fold increase in 
prize money is a landmark 
moment for women's cricket 
and refl ects our clear com-
mitment to its long-term 
growth. Our message is sim-
ple, women cricketers must 
know they will be treated on 
par with men if they choose 
this sport professionally
JAY SHAH | CHAIRMAN, ICC

AGENCIES

Hisor (Tajikistan), Sept 1: 
India head coach Khalid Jam-
il has suffered his fi rst loss, as 
India were defeated 3-0 by Iran 
in their second group match of 
the CAFA Nations Cup football 
tournament here Monday. 

A gritty India fought hard for 
most part but let in two goals 
in the last seven minutes to 
eventually lose to defending 
champions Iran.

The Indian defence largely 
remained compact and thwart-
ed waves of Iranian attack 
but failed to stop strikes from 
Amirhossein Hosseinzadeh 
(60th minute), Ali Alipourghara 
(89th) and Mehdi Taremi (90+6) 
to lose the match.

Iran are a formidable side, 
ranked 20th in the world while 
India are currently at 133rd in 
FIFA ranking. 

Iranian head coach Amir 

Ghalenoei had come with a 
team that has a mix of veteran 
internationals and few emerg-
ing talents from the Iranian 
Premier League.

India had beaten high-
er-ranked Tajikistan 2-1 in 
their opening match August 
29. They play against Afghan-
istan September 4 in their fi nal 
group B match.

The top teams from each 
group will play each other in 
the fi nal, while the two sec-
ond-placed teams will face off 
in the third-place match, sched-
uled to be played September 8. 

India failed to execute their 
chances, and Iran ultimately 
scored two late goals via Ali 
Alipour and Mehdi Taremi. 

The defeat likely ends In-
dia's chances of reaching the 
CAFA Nations Cup fi nal, but 
they can still make the third-
place match with a positive 
result over Afghanistan.

Jamil tastes fi rst defeat

Minister of Sports & Youth Services Suryabanshi Suraj inaugurated the 14th Odisha State Shooting Championship 
at Kalinga Stadium and extended his best wishes to all the participants Monday

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 1: A 
16-member Odisha Basketball 
team with 7 female and 7 male 
athletes and 2 coaches left 
Bhubaneswar by fl ight today 
to participate in the Special 
Olympics Bharat National 
Championship to be held at 
Sri Ganganagar in Rajasthan 
from September 2 to 6.  

The Department of Sports & 
Youth Services, Government of 
Odisha provided the fl ight tick-
ets from Bhubaneswar to Delhi. 
The team was given a warm send 
off at the Bhubaneswar airport 
by Namita Dehury, HR Head 
of AAI, Bhubaneswar who also 
made arrangements for the food 

and seating together in the fl ight. 
Arpita Mohapatra, State Pro-

gram Coordinator expressed 
gratitude for the support of the 
Sports Department especially 
the Secretary and the Director, 

Sports. The team consists of 
athletes from Cuttack, Khur-
da, Bhadrak and Puri districts 
selected in the State Selection 
Trials held at Athagarh in Au-
gust this year. 

16-member Odisha team to participate 
in Basketball National Championship

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Sept 1: The Su-
preme Court Monday reserved 
its order on issues pertaining 
to the renewal of the master 
rights agreement, which is nec-
essary for holding Indian Super 
League (ISL) football matches 
this season.

A bench of Justices PS Nara-
simha and Joymalya Bagchi 
said it will pass a short order 
on the urgent issue of master 
rights agreement and thereaf-
ter, pronounce the verdict on 
the constitution of the All In-
dia Football Federation (AIFF).

"First, we will pronounce a 
short order and then we will 
pronounce the verdict on the 
constitution. The judgment 
is ready but we have not pro-
nounced it as there is uncer-
tainty over the Act coming into 
force," Justice Narasimha said.

The bench asked Additional 
Solicitor General (ASG) KM 
Nataraj how much time the 
government will take to come 
up with rules and other mo-
dalities to make the National 
Sports Governance Act of 2025 
come into force.

The ASG said work is in 
progress and it may take a 
month or three months or may 
be six months for the Act to 
come into force.

The bench said it cannot wait 
for that long and clarifi ed that 
till the Act comes into force, the 
judgment will hold its ground.

Senior advocate Maneka 
Guruswamy, appearing in the 
court for one of the parties, said 
this should not mean that the 
constitutionality of the Act has 
been upheld as there are sev-
eral aspects like bringing the 
state associations in the ambit 
of the central Act that will cer-
tainly be challenged.

The bench said the validity 
of the law or its provisions can 
be challenged anytime and it 
will clarify the position in the 
judgment on the issue of con-
stitution.

AIFF-FSDL ROW

SC reserves order on 
issue of master rights 
agreement for ISL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Paris, Sept 1: New Delhi has 
been chosen as the host city 
of the next Badminton World 
Championships in August 2026, 
the sport's global governing 
body BWF announced Monday.

The Badminton World Feder-
ation's (BWF) most prestigious 
tournament will return to India 
after 17 years, with Hyderabad 
hosting it fi rst way back in 2009.

The announcement was made 
during the closing ceremony 
of the 2025 championships in 
Paris, where a handover took 
place between BWF president 
Khunying Patama Leeswadtr-
akul, Frank Laurent, chief of 
the Federation Francaise de 
Badminton, and general secre-
tary of Badminton Association 
of India Sanjay Mishra, who 
promised that the country will 
carry forward the standards of 
"excellence and grandeur" that 
Paris has showcased.

"We assure that India will 
give nothing less than 100 per 
cent to uphold and carry for-
ward the same standards of 
excellence and grandeur that 
Paris has showcased. We look 
forward to welcoming the bad-
minton family to Delhi," Mish-
ra was quoted as saying in a 
BAI release.

The Delhi edition will also 
mark the tournament's re-
turn to Asia after four years, 
with Nanjing in China host-
ing it in 2018. 

Badminton Worlds 
in India after 17 yrs

ASIA CUP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Rajgir (Bihar), Sept 1: A ruth-
less India scored every four 
minutes on average to demolish 
Kazakhstan 15-0 in an utterly 
lopsided match and march in-
to the Super 4 stage of the Asia 
Cup hockey tournament with 
an all-win record here Monday.

Abhishek (5th, 8th, 20th, 59th 
minutes) found the target four 
times, while Sukhjeet Singh (15th, 
32nd, 38th) and Jugraj Singh 
(24th, 31st, 47th) struck fi ne hat-
tricks to help India top Pool A.

Skipper Harmanpreet Singh 
(26th), Amit Rohidas (29th), 
Rajinder Singh (32nd), San-
jay (54th) and Dilpreet Singh 
(55th) were the other scorers 
as India registered their third 
consecutive win in the tour-
nament after beating China 
and Japan.

India will be joined by Chi-
na in the Super 4s from their 
group, while Malaysia and Ko-
rea are the teams to have pro-
gressed to the next stage from 
Pool B. All the four teams will 
play each other in the next stage 
of the tournament, and the top 
two sides will qualify for Sun-

day's fi nal. India will play Ko-
rea in their fi rst Super 4 match 
Wednesday. India's chief coach 
Craig Fulton was satisfi ed with 
his team's performance, espe-
cially the forwardline.

"It was a diffi cult game with 
all respect to Kazakhstan, con-
sidering that we knew we were 
already in the Super 4s and we 
were cautious not to get any in-
juries, we don't do anything sil-
ly. Going into the Super 4s you 
want your strikers connecting 
and scoring goals," he said.

Earlier, Japan lost out on a 
Super 4 berth to China on goal 
difference after a 2-2 draw.

In the day's fi rst Pool A 
match, China took a 2-0 lead 
through fi eld goals from Chan-
gliang Lin (7th minute) and 
Xiaojia Zhang (25th) before Ja-
pan mounted a comeback.

RUTHLESS INDIA 
THRASH KAZAKHCarlos Alcaraz at 22: Youngest man to reach 

13 Grand Slam quarterfi nals in the Open Era
Novak Djokovic at 38: Oldest to reach quarters 
since Connors, eyes historic 25th Grand Slam

India crush Kazakhstan 15-0 to march 
into Super 4s with all-win record

We are full of confi -
dence. It was good to 
spend a lot of time in 
fi nal third and that's 

what we were hoping for and 
we did. 15 goals against any 
team isn't easy
CRAIG FULTON | CHIEF COACH, INDIA
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