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How will we do our duty and 
help build the nation if we 
listen to the PM and stop 

abusing mothers and sisters

Gender bias Quake toll 1,400 New norm Korean challenge ahead 
Actor Kriti Sanon speaks on 
gender equality in fi lms, 
highlighting subtle industry 
biases that continue to persist

The death toll from the major 
earthquake in Afghanistan 
passes 1,400 Tuesday, with more 
than 3,000 people injured 

SEBI to monitor intraday 
positions in equity index 
derivatives, a move to prevent 
risks majorly by large exposures

Indian men’s team to take 
on Korea in the fi rst Super 
4s match Wednesday at the 
Hockey Asia Cup 
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 2: 
The Centre has approved 
200 seats for admission into 
MBBS courses in two newly 
built medical colleges in Odi-
sha, Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi said Tuesday.

Phulbani Government 
Medical College in Kand-
hamal district and Pabitra 
Mohan Pradhan Government 
Medical College at Talcher in 
Angul district were allocated 
100 MBBS seats each.

The National Medical Com-
mission has given this approv-
al. Welcoming this approval 
by the National Medical 
Commission, Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi stated 
that Odisha has achieved an-
other milestone in the fi eld 
of medical education. With 
this development, more than 
200 Odia students will be able 
to pursue medical education 
starting this academic year.

Taking to X, Majhi said: 
“On behalf of the people of 
Odisha, I extend my heart-
felt gratitude to Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Shri @na-
rendramodi ji and Hon’ble 
Union Minister of Health 

and Family Welfare Shri @
JPNadda ji, for approving 
the establishment of Pabi-
tra Mohan Pradhan Med-
ical College, Talcher with 
100 MBBS seats from the 
academic year 2025-26.”

This decision will provide 
new opportunities in medical 
education and signifi cantly 
strengthen healthcare ser-
vices in Talcher and near-
by regions, ensuring better 
access to quality healthcare 
for the people of Odisha, he 
said. Since the formation 
of the new government, the 
state administration has 
been continuously working 
towards the improvement of 
health services and medical 
education in Odisha. The 
Chief Minister said that this 
approval is a result of the 
government’s consistent ef-
forts in that direction.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sambalpur, Sept 2: The 
body of a fi nal year stu-
dent of Veer Surendra Sai 
University of Technology 
(VSSUT), Burla, was found 
under mysterious circum-
stances lying under a bridge 
on Tuesday, police said.

The deceased has been 
identifi ed as Anjaneya Dash, 
a fi nal-year mechanical engi-
neering student from Jajpur 
district. Dash was residing 
at the university’s Pulastya 
hostel, the police said.

According to the police, 
the body of Dash was found 
lying under the PC bridge 
in Burla with multiple in-
juries. He was immediately 
shifted to Veer Surendra Sai 
Institute of Medical Scienc-
es and Research (VIMSAR), 
Burla, where doctors de-
clared him dead on arrival.

His family members have 
been informed and are on 
their way to Sambalpur, of-
fi cials said. While the exact 
circumstances of his death 
are yet to be ascertained, 
the body has been sent for 
post-mortem examination, 
the police said. The family 
members of Dash have al-
leged that he was murdered.

The Burla Police have 
launched an investigation 
and are examining all pos-
sible angles, including acci-
dent and foul play. Inspector 
in charge (IIC), Burla police 
station, SK Baliarsingh, said 
a case has been registered. 
The preliminary investiga-
tion suggest it was an acci-
dental death. Currently, the 
post-mortem is underway.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 2: The 
Bhubaneswar Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) and the 
International Forum for En-
vironment, Sustainability 
and Technology (iFOREST) 
Tuesday launched the Inte-
grated Heat and Cooling Ac-
tion Plan (IHCAP) report for 
Bhubaneswar, an initiative 
to address rising heat stress 
and the growing demand for 
cooling.

Developed by iFOREST 
in collaboration with Sin-
gapore-ETH Centre (SEC), 
IHCAP aims to tackle the 
growing challenge of in-
creasing temperatures and 
humidity, the Urban Heat 
Island (UHI) effect, and 
rapidly rising demand for 
cooling, an offi cial said.

Releasing the report, BMC 
Mayor Sulochana Das said, 
“Bhubaneswar has always 
embraced forward-looking 
urban solutions. IHCAP 

refl ects our vision of a cli-
mate-smart city that pro-
tects vulnerable citizens, 
ensures that every house-
hold, workplace, and public 
space in the city is prepared 
for the realities of a warm-
ing world, and promotes 
sustainable growth.”

“Heat stress is now among 
the gravest challenges for 
India’s cities. With IHCAP, 
Bhubaneswar is demonstrat-
ing how cities can break the 
vicious cycle of rising tem-

peratures, growing cooling 
demand, and increasing 
energy consumption and 
emissions,” Chandra Bhu-
shan, CEO of iFOREST, said.

The action plan should 
become a blueprint for oth-
er cities, bridging the gap be-
tween mitigation and adapta-
tion and aligning local action 
with state and national cli-
mate strategies, he stressed. 
According to the report, heat 
stress in Bhubaneswar now 
extends until October. 

Integrated heat, cooling action plan for City

200 more MBBS seats 
for 2 Odisha colleges

On September 2, 1945, 
the second world 
war ended when Ja-

pan offi cially surrendered. 
The physical legacy of the 
confl ict remains etched in-
to land and sea even after 80 
years to the confl icts. 

Nowhere is this more 
evident than in the Pacifi c. 
There, fi erce battles left be-
hind sunken warships, air-
craft and unexploded bombs. 
These remnants are not only 
historical artefacts but toxic 
time capsules.

They leak fuel, heavy 
metals and other hazard-
ous substances into fragile 
ecosystems, threatening 
biodiversity and, potential-
ly, human health.

This problem is a remind-
er of the enduring environ-
mental harms of confl ict.  
 Toxic remnants of war can 
damage ecosystems and 
communities long after the 
fi ghting stops.

As remnants of war de-
grade, they often leach tox-
ic pollutants into nearby 
waters and soils. These can 
build up in marine life, en-

ter the food chain and pose 
serious risks to both biodi-
versity.

At Palau, a WWII Jap-
anese ship sank in Koror 
Harbour and became known 
as the Helmet Wreck. It 
contains Japanese depth 
charges leaking acid into 
surrounding waters.

Researchers have shown 
the long-term environmen-

tal impacts in the Baltic Sea 
of unexploded WWII ord-
nance – bombs, shells and 
grenades that failed to det-
onate. An estimated 3000kg 
of dissolved ammunition 
chemicals have been found.

Buried bombs, sunken 
ships and downed aircraft 
often contain fuel and heavy 
metals. This includes lead 
and cadmium which can 
interfere with the body’s 
hormone system and cause 
serious health issues.

As Earth’s climate warms, 
extreme weather events are 
worsening and seas are ris-
ing. This is exacerbating the 
dangers posed by wartime 
remnants.

For example Cyclone Pam, 

in March 2015, exposed un-
exploded WWII ordnance in 
Kiribati and Tuvalu. Further 
investigations revealed rem-
nants including high explo-
sive projectiles, mortars and 
5,300 rounds of ammunition.

In 2020, a visiting fi sher-
man found an unexploded 
bomb near Lord Howe Is-
land. Then-Environment 
Minister Sussan Ley sug-
gested the device may have 
been shifted by a cyclone or 
ocean currents.

Despite the risks to people 
and health in the Pacifi c, re-
mediation has been slow. The 
80th anniversary of WWII of-
fers an opportunity to refl ect 
on the toxic legacy of war – 
and to act. AGENCIES

World War II@80: A toxic legacy lingers in the Pacifi c

` hits  record 
low at 88.15 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 2: The rupee 
declined 5 paise to close at an 
all-time low of 88.15 against 
the US dollar Tuesday. Forex 
traders said the rupee is trad-
ing near all-time low levels as 
risks remained skewed to the 
downside amid uncertainty 
over US trade tariffs. More-
over, persistent foreign fund 
outfl ows or dollar strength 
could drive further weakness, 
they added.

On Monday, the rupee re-
visited its all-time intra-day 
low of 88.33 against the Amer-
ican currency. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange mar-
ket, the rupee opened weak 
at 88.14 against the US dollar, 
then lost further ground to an 
intraday low of 88.20.

VSSUT student’s 
body found 
in Sambalpur

LOOMING THREAT: Partially submerged Dussehra Ghat near Taj Mahal as the water level of Yamuna rises in Agra, Tuesday  PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 2: India 
unveiled a fully indigenous 
32-bit microprocessor – 
‘Vikram’, that has been 
developed by, and for, the 
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation - at Semicon In-
dia - 2025 conference, aimed 
at catalysing India’s semi-
conductor ecosystem, here, 
Tuesday.

At the event Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, fresh 
from China and the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisa-
tion, called microproces-
sors ‘digital diamonds’. “If 
the last century was shaped 
by oil, this is by a small 
chip,” he said, emphasis-
ing the importance of these 
miniature powerhouses of 
computing.

As many as 10 semicon-
ductor projects worth over 
USD 18 billion are under-
way and the country is ad-
vancing towards the next 
phase of the India Semi-
conductor Mission and re-
vamping the design-linked 
incentive scheme to tap the 
USD 1 trillion global chip 
market, he added. 

“The day is not far when 
the smallest chip made in 

India will drive the big-
gest change in the world,” 
he said. “The day is not far 
when the world will say 
-- Designed in India, Made 
in India, Trusted by the 
World.”

Noting the presence of 
semiconductor sector ex-
perts from across the globe, 
with representation from 
around 50 countries, Modi 
emphasized that India’s in-
novation and youth power 

are also visibly present at 
the event.

This unique combina-
tion, he said, sends a clear 
message – “The world 
trusts India, the world 
believes in India, and the 
world is ready to build the 
semiconductor future with 
India.”

Although small in size, 
these chips have the poten-
tial to signifi cantly acceler-
ate global progress.

Chips are digital 
diamonds: Modi

THREE ‘MADE IN ODISHA’ 
CHIPS PRESENTED TO PM

Bhubaneswar: Union Minister for Electronics and In-
formation Technology, Ashwini Vaishnaw, presented 
as many as three semiconductor chips made in Odisha 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi Tuesday. Of the three 
chips, two were developed at NIT Rourkela, while one 
was developed at Parala Maharaja Engineering College. 
“A matter of great pride for #Odisha! The achievement of 
PMEC Berhampur in developing the High Performance 
Multiplier IC-C2S0061 as part of India’s fi rst indigenous 
chips marks a signifi cant milestone in our nation’s semi-
conductor journey,” Odisha CM Mohan Majhi posted on 
X in response to the development.  P3

Welcoming the National 
Medical Commission 

approval, Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi 

stated that Odisha 
has achieved another 

milestone in the fi eld of 
medical education



This is, health wise a bad 
day for you. Ganesha urges 
you to take special care and not to do 
anything that invites illness or discom-
fort. The least you can do is to ensure 
that you do not over exert or get into situ-
ations that generate tension and anxiety. 
Be careful about the food you eat. 

Interactions with member of 
the opposite sex may yield 
positive and pleasurable 
results today. Public servants will get 
the much-needed encouragement and 
moral support from bosses and family 
members. In academics, you will be 
able to solve whatever problem you 
set your mind to.

You will be in a very good 
mood today. You will inspire 
others to achieve substantial 
things in life. While you have been look-
ing to take on an extremely challenging 
project, you have been unable to fi nd the 
right opening so far. You ought to start 
such projects today, says Ganesha. The 
obstacles in your way will fade away on 
their own and you will be easily able to 
fi nd the path to success.

If being humanitarian needed 
a defi nite physical form, 
you are most likely to be 
nominated. Such is the mix of values and 
practicality today, says Ganesha. Devise 
strategies to achieve more productivity. 
See the bigger picture, says Ganesha. 
This is not diffi cult considering you have a 
broad vision – with or without the glasses.

A happening day where a lot 
may happen today, suggests 
Ganesha. Grey hairs will 
teach valuable lessons, so keep your ears 
open to bosses and elders. Seniors will 
extend their best possible cooperation 
to you. Stay clear of courtrooms, warns 
Ganesha, lest the legalities sink you deep.

The pressing needs of your 
loved ones call for extra atten-
tion today. You may have a 
few family friends over for lunch or dinner, 
and end up chatting a good deal with them. 
Ganesha says an intimate tête-à-tête with 
your better half would fare you well.

Money will fl ow in from vari-
ous quarters today, but it will 
also fi nd its way out of your 
pockets. Keep a tab on your income and 
more on your expenses, says Ganesha. 
Situation at work may get a little trying, 
but you will overcome all problems by 
means of your innate and acquired skills, 
and past experience. 

Most of the time it is your 
way or no other way, espe-
cially when you charging 
towards your goal. Today, you will push 
your limits to achieve what you have 
desired. You are talented, hard working, 
creative, and icing on the cake is your 
luck which is favouring you big time. 

For those in the creative, mar-
keting or advertising fi elds, 
today will likely bring about 
an important milestone on their path to 
progress, says Ganesha. Your creativity 
and ingenuity will be at their peak. Re-
membering that confi dence is the key to 
success will keep you from shying away 
from challenges, which when surmounted 
will bring you substantial gains.

Wedding bells are ringing, 
and you are about to get 
very lucky! Ganesha fore-
sees a plethora of marriage proposals 
coming your way on this day full of 
special occasions, as you turn up your 
charisma and sweep the enthralled oppo-
site sex off their feet with your charm.

Today, you are likely to 
remain open-minded while 
dealing with others. However, it doesn't 
mean that you will always be soft on 
others. Later in the day, your approach 
may be different and stubborn. In the 
evening, you will enjoy the company of 
family and friends.

You may be impetuous 
today, which may lead to 
unforeseen results. You may 
be in a hurry and complete work which 
has been pending for a long time. You 
will fi nd the time to make long-term 
plans. Ganesha says you will 
rectify your past mistakes.
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ETHAN HAWKE TALKS ABOUT 
ON SET ROMANCE RISKS

EMILY ATACK ON SUFFERING 
ASSAULT ON TELEVISION SETS

Hollywood star Ethan Hawke, who met 
his fi rst wife Uma Thurman when they 
made Gattaca in 1997, says there is 
‘danger’ to falling in love on a movie set 
because it “doesn’t have any connec-
tion to the dailiness of real life”.

Actress-comedian Emily Atack has revealed 
shocking experiences of sexual assault on TV 
sets during her career. Atack now plans a docu-
mentary on intimacy coordinators after her ex-
perience with them on Disney+ series Rivals and 
feels that they have brought about a welcome 
shift in conduct behind-the-scenes in projects.
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES
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IN MEMORIAM
Dignitaries, including Orissa High 

Court Chief Justice Harish Tandon, 
during an event to remember 

Barrister Ranjit Mohanty at HC 
Convention Hall in Cuttack, Tuesday 

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 2: Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi hailed the 
launch of India’s fi rst indigenous 
semiconductor chip at the SEMICON 
India 2025 Conclave in New Delhi 
Tuesday, describing it as a ‘historic 
milestone’ in the country’s journey 
towards technological leadership.

Majhi, who attended the conclave 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, congratulated Berham-
pur’s Parala Maharaja Engineering 
College (PMEC) for developing the 
high-performance multiplier IC, a 
key component for the chip.

“I had the privilege of joining 
#SEMICONIndia2025, a landmark 
platform that brought together global 
leaders, policymakers, researchers, 
startups, and industry pioneers to 
shape the future of semiconductors 
in India. The launch of the fi rst Made 
in India chip was truly inspiring, 
marking a historic milestone in our 
nation’s journey towards technologi-
cal leadership,” he posted on X.

Congratulating PMEC, he said, “I 
warmly congratulate PMEC, Berham-
pur for its remarkable contribution 
by developing the High-Performance 
Multiplier IC C2S0061, a proud part of 
this fi rst achievement.”

The chip, developed by PMEC’s re-
search team, is likely to play a critical 
role in high-speed computing and em-
bedded systems, reinforcing India’s 
push for self-reliance in semiconduc-
tor manufacturing.

In another social media post, Majhi 
said, “The development of the High 
Performance Multiplier IC – C2S0061 
by PMEC, Berhampur, along with the 
VG Amplifi er and Sensor Circuit – 
C2S0018 and the Present Encryption 
Core – C2S0017 by NIT, Rourkela, as 

part of India’s fi rst Made in India chip 
initiative, is a matter of immense 
pride for Odisha.”

He added, “These remarkable 
achiev ements showcase the talent 
and innovation nurtured within our 
state and highlight Odisha’s growing 
role in India’s semiconductor journey. 
I warmly congratulate everyone asso-
ciated with these historic milestones, 
which represent signifi cant steps to-
wards technological leadership and 
refl ect the unwavering commitment 
of our institutions to research, inno-
vation, and self-reliance.”

At the conclave, Majhi inaugurated 
the Odisha Pavilion that showcased 
the state’s robust ecosystem.

“With bold policies, next-gener-

ation infrastructure, and invest-
ment-ready opportunities, Odisha is 
poised to emerge as the next big hub 
for semiconductor and electronics 
innovation,” the CM said.

Majhi’s attendance at the conclave 
gains signifi cance as the Centre has 
recently approved the establishment 
of two semiconductor manufacturing 
units in Odisha.

SicSem Private Limited, in collab-
oration with Clas-SiC Wafer Fab Ltd 
(UK), will set up a Silicon Carbide 
(SiC)-based compound semiconductor 
facility in Info Valley, Bhubaneswar.

Similarly, 3D Glass Solutions Inc 
(3DGS) will set up a vertically inte-
grated advanced packaging and em-
bedded glass substrate unit in Info 

Valley, Bhubaneswar. This unit will 
bring the world’s most advanced 
packaging technology to India. Ma-
jhi, who is on a fi ve-day visit to the 
national capital, is scheduled to par-
ticipate in the GST Council meeting 
and meet some Union ministers.

The meeting, to be chaired by 
Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman, will discuss the Centre’s 
proposal to reduce GST slabs. Majhi 
had attended the last GST Council 
meeting held at Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer 
in December last year.

The CM is also scheduled to open 
an Omfed cafe and Koraput Coffee 
cafe at Odisha Bhavan Septem-
ber 4. He will return to the state 
September 5.

With bold policies, 
next-generation 
infrastructure, and 

investment-ready opportunities, 
Odisha is poised to emerge as the 
next big hub for semiconductor 
and electronics innovation
MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI | CHIEF MINISTER

LAUNCH OF 1ST INDIGENOUS CHIP HISTORIC: CM

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 2: 
The state government 
would examine the Su-
preme Court (SC) judgment 
that qualifying the Teach-
ers’ Eligibility Test (TET) is 
a compulsory requirement 
for candidates seeking ap-
pointment as teachers as 
well as for those already in 
service and aiming for pro-
motions, School and Mass 
Education (S&ME) Minis-
ter Nityananda Gond said 
here Tuesday.

“As the Supreme Court 
has ruled that qualifying 
the TET is mandatory for 
aspiring teachers as well 
as in-service teachers, 
our department will re-
view the order and take 
decisions keeping teach-
ers’ interests in mind,” 
Gond said.

The state government 

will also examine the mea-
sures being taken by other 
states in the wake of the 
apex court directive, the 
S&ME Minister said.

Stating that many 
teachers are already 
serving in Odisha with-
out qualifying the Odisha 
Teachers’ Eligibility Test 
(OTET), Gond said that 
there was no such provi-
sion of TET before 2011 
when they were recruit-
ed. “Therefore, the state 
government will have to 
deliberate on this matter 
in the wake of the SC’s 
verdict,” he added.

The minister said that 
the state government has 
planned to hold special 
TETs to give opportunities 
to the in-service teachers.

On the apex court order, 
the minister said that it 
is ruled that clearing the 
TET is a must for recruit-
ment and promotion of 
teachers. Teachers with 
more than fi ve years left 
for retirement must qual-
ify for the test within two 
years to continue in ser-
vice; otherwise, they may 
opt for voluntary or com-
pulsory retirement with 
terminal benefi ts.

However, teachers 
working in the elementa-
ry school level with less 
than fi ve years of service 
remaining have been 
exempted from the TET 
requirement. But such 
teachers will not be eligi-
ble for promotion, he said.

Govt to examine SC 
ruling on TET: Gond

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 2: A fresh 
low-pressure area (LOPAR) has 
formed over the northwest Bay of 
Bengal Tuesday, triggering heavy 
rainfall across several parts of Odi-
sha, the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said, forecasting more 
rain to lash the coastal state in the 
next four days.

“Under the infl uence of an upper 
air cyclonic circulation over the 
Bay of Bengal and adjoining Myan-
mar coast, a low-pressure area has 
formed over the northwest Bay of 
Bengal at 5.30am September 2. It is 
likely to become more marked over 
the same region during the next 24 
hours,” the IMD said, adding that 
the system will move west-north-
westwards across Odisha during the 
subsequent 24 hours.

The entire coastal Odisha has 
been hit by heavy rain, and normal 
life has been affected since Monday 
night. Many urban pockets, includ-
ing the twin cities of Bhubaneswar 

and Cuttack, reported waterlogging. 
Hatadihi in Keonjhar district record-
ed the highest rainfall of 23cm, fol-
lowed by Balasore and Ghasipura 
with 13cm each and Thuamul Ram-
pur with 13cm. Several other places 
like Chilika, Akhuapada, Berham-
pur, Bahanga, Bhograi, Chitrakonda, 
Baripada, Kankadahad, Nilgiri, and 
Bonth also received heavy rainfall 
during the day.

As rainwater inundated a bridge 
at Kangurkonda between Malkangi-
ri and Motu, road communication to 
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana was 
disrupted. Hundreds of vehicles re-
mained stranded on both sides of the 
bridge, a Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement department offi cial said.

The weather offi ce issued a ‘yellow’ 
warning, cautioning administration 
of heavy rain and thunderstorm with 
lightning accompanied by gusty sur-
face wind speed reaching 30-40kmph 
at one or two places over the districts 
of Koraput, Kalahandi, Nuapada, Bo-
langir, Sundargarh, Bargarh, and 
Jharsuguda till September 6.

More rain in store till Sept 6

Hydrogen-powered trucks to ply on 
Bhubaneswar-Puri-Konark stretch
AGENCIES

New Delhi/Bhubaneswar, Sept 
2: Bhubaneswar-Puri-Konark is 
among the 10 highway stretches in 
different parts of country identifi ed 
by the Central government for ply-
ing green hydrogen-powered trucks 
with an aim to reduce vehicular 
pollution, according to Union Road 
Transport and Highways Minister 
Nitin Gadkari Tuesday.

Gadkari said these stretches will 
have hydrogen fi ling stations, set 
up by India Oil and Reliance Pe-
troleum.

He further said that Tata Motors, 
Ashok Leyland and Volvo have 
already started making hydro-
gen-powered trucks.

“The identifi ed highway 

stretches include Greater Noi-
da-Delhi-Agra, Bhubaneswar-Pu-
ri-Konark, Ahmedabad-Vadoda-
ra-Surat, Sahibabad-Faridabad-Del-
hi, Jamshedpur-Kalinganagar, 
Thiruvananthapuram-Kochi, and 
Jamnagar-Ahmedabad,” Gadkari 
said.

Asserting that climate change 
is the biggest challenge faced by 
India, the Union minister said In-
dia will have to improve its infra-
structure to become a USD 5 trillion 
economy and third largest economy 
of the world.

Gadkari also noted that India 
has a potential to become largest 
exporter of the green hydrogen.

He said India’s logistics cost 
will come down to single digit by 
December this year.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 2: 
Forest, Environment and 
Climate Change Minis-
ter Ganesh Ram Singh-
khuntia Tuesday asked 
divisional forest offi cers 
(DFOs) and fi eld manag-
ers to prepare integrated 
management plans for 
Chilika, Ansupa, Bhitar-
kanika mangroves, Hira-
kud Reservoir, Satkosia 
Gorge and Tampara wet-
lands by end of October.

The Forest minister 
gave the directive while 
chairing the fourth meet-
ing of the Odisha State 
Wetlands Authority at 
Lok Seva Bhawan here.

Singhkhuntia under-
scored the Authority’s 
mandate of conserving 
biodiversity, sustaining 
livelihoods, and integrat-

ing wetlands into develop-
mental and climate-resil-
ient strategies.

Singhkhuntia, who is 
also the Authority’s chair-
man, asked the DFOs and 
fi eld managers to prepare 
the management plans in 
coordination with the 
government departments 
and various stakehold-
ers as per the prescribed 
guidelines.

Satyabrata Sahu, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary 
of Forest, Environment 
and Climate Change de-
partment, stressed that 
wetlands are the lifeline 
of Odisha’s ecosystems. 
He highlighted the need 
for timely utilisation of 
funds, balancing con-
servation with devel-
opment, and tapping 
eco-tourism potential in 
non-sensitive zones. 

‘Prepare integrated wetland 
mgmt plans by end of Oct’

The state 
government has 
planned to hold 
special TETs to 

give opportunities 
to in-service 

teachers

Union E&IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, MoS for E&IT Jitin Prasada, Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi and state E&IT Minister Mukesh 
Mahaling at the event in New Delhi, Tuesday   OP PHOTO
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

33.7° 33.2°
26.4° 23.4°
95% 98%

2.2mm 34.2mm

FORECAST

Generally  cloudy 
sky with 

possibility of rain 
or thundershower.

MARKET WATCH

GOLD    `105,535   `72

SILVER `122,550   `0.07

DOLLAR  88.26   0.06

EURO       102.9   0.85

SENSEX 80157.88   206.61

NIFTY     24579.60   45.45

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 2: The 
Odisha Human Rights Commis-
sion (OHRC) has directed the 
Collector and Superintendent 
of Police of Nayagarh district 
to submit separate reports on 
allegations of police ‘excesses’ 
against tribal people and the 
fi ling of false cases at the be-
hest of an infl uential person 
from Bhubaneswar. Acting 
on a petition fi led by rights 
activist Himanshu Sekhar 
Nayak, the OHRC has asked 
the authorities to submit fac-
tual reports to the Commission 
by November 18.

In his petition, Nayak alleged 
that May 5, 2025, Chandpur Po-
lice in Nayagarh district falsely 
arrested around 30 members of 
the Scheduled Tribe (ST) com-

munity for opposing land ma-
fi as involved in encroaching 
government land and illegally 
excavating minor minerals in 
the area.

He further stated that an 
infl uential person from Bhu-

baneswar’s Patia area had 
purchased a few acres of land in 
Kusupalla Mouza under Chan-
dpur Police limits in Nayagarh 
district.

“However, he has illegally 
encroached upon hundreds of 
acres of tribal and government 
land, which is highly objection-
able,” alleged Nayak.

The activist also complined 
that May 3, some associates of 
the alleged land mafi a attacked 
tribal residents of Kusupalla 
village who resisted attempts 
to encroach on their land.

“When the innocent tribals 
resisted, the mafi a attacked 
them with deadly weapons in 
full public view. It has become a 
pattern to falsely implicate tri-
bals in cases and assault them 
brutally,” alleged Nayak.

He claimed that when the 
tribals went to the Chandpur 
police station to fi le a case 
against the accused persons, 
the police instead arrested the 
tribals based on the false case 
lodged by the ‘land mafi a’. 

After coming to know about 
the incident, the activist ap-
proached the OHRC demanding 
a judicial probe into the inci-
dent and fi nancial compensa-
tion to the victim tribals. 

OHRC seeks report on police 
‘excesses’ against tribals

Activist moves Commission seeking judicial probe and compensation for victims

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 2: The 
Employees’ Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO) organ-
ised an interactive session on 
“Pradhan Mantri-Viksit Bharat 
Rojgar Yojana” (PM-VBRY), the 
Central Government’s fl agship 
employment-linked incentive 
scheme, at KIIT University 
here Tuesday.

The programme aimed to 
guide employers and employ-
ees in availing scheme bene-
fits to boost formal employ-
ment and economic growth, 
with special emphasis on the 
manufacturing sector. Deepi-
ka Kachhal, Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Labour & Employ-
ment, Government of India, 
chaired the session and urged 
employers and employees in 
the state to fully utilise the 
scheme, describing it as a key 
pillar of the Prime Minister’s 
mission for a Viksit Bharat.

Uma Mandal, Zonal Head & 
Additional Central PF Commis-
sioner, briefed stakeholders on 
the key features of the PM-VB-
RY scheme. Rajarshi Chakma, 
Regional PF Commissioner-I 

& OIC of EPFO Bhubaneswar, 
delivered the welcome address 
and introduced the scheme, 
while Debashis Bandyopa-
dhyay, Vice-Chancellor of 
KISS University, highlighted 
its benefi ts. Gourav Mohanty, 
Regional PF Commissioner-II, 
gave a detailed presentation 
on eligibility, technical pro-
cesses, and the incentive struc-
ture under PM-VBRY.

He further informed that 
the scheme, launched on Au-
gust 1, 2025, will run until Ju-
ly 31, 2027. Under it, fi rst-time 
EPFO-registered employees 
earning up to `1 lakh per 
month will receive incentives 
of up to `15,000 in two install-
ments through DBT via the 
Aadhaar Bridge Payment Sys-
tem (ABPS). Employers, on the 
other hand, will receive up to 
`3,000 per month for each ad-
ditional employment through 
their PAN-linked account.

I, Alok Soni, S/o. Late 
Damodar Prasad Soni, 
resident of  Ward No. 45, 
M-285, Padmanabhpur, 
District: Durg, 
Chhattisgarh, PIN 
- 491001, do hereby 
declare that my correct 
and full name is Alok 
Kumar Soni. Hereafter, 
I shall be known as 
Alok Kumar Soni for all 
purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

I, Satrughana Sahu, 
S/o. Damodar Sahu, 
Permanent resident 
of  Vill/P.O./G.P.: 
Langaleswar, P.S.: 
Khallikote, Dist.: 
Ganjam, Mob. No.: 
7077730942 declare on 
my affi davit vide Sl. No. 
2357/23.08.2025 that I 
have lost on 01.07.2020 
my original Khatian 
No. 136/50, Plot No. 208, 
209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214 
& 215 total 8 plots area 
Ac.1.800 Dec. of  Mouza: 
Badamala Panchakania, 
Balarampur under RI: 
Khojapalli in Khallikote 
Tahasil while shifting 
furnitures of  my house 
from Karapadara Sahi 
to Machhua Sahi, 
Langaleswar. I was not 
able to get my above 
original Khatian No. 
136/50 on my best 
efforts. I have reported 
the matter before 
Bhejiput Police outpost 
under Khallikote 
Police Station vide No. 
05/23.08.2025. If  any 
person get my Original 
Khatian No. 136/50, 
please return to me or if  
any person miss utilize 
my Original Khatian. 
I am not responsible 
for the same, it will 
be declared as illegal.   
Sd./- Satrughana Sahu

LOST

30 MEMBERS OF ST COMMUNITY 
ARRESTED FOR OPPOSING LAND 

MAFIA IN NAYAGARH, SAYS 
RIGHT ACTIVIST HIMANSHU 

SEKHAR NAYAK

ACTIVIST ALLEGES LAND 
MAFIA ASSOCIATES ATTACKED 

TRIBALS IN KUSUPALLA 
VILLAGE FOR RESISTING LAND 

ENCROACHMENT

ACTIVIST CLAIMS CHANDPUR 
POLICE ARRESTED TRIBALS ON 

FALSE CASE FILED BY LAND 
MAFIA INSTEAD OF ACTING ON 

THEIR COMPLAINT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 2: Mem-
bers of the Odisha Pre-Primary 
Teacher Aspirant Association 
(OPTAS) staged a protest at 
Lower PMG Tuesday, oppos-
ing the appointment of Sishu 
Sevikas in Sishu Vatikas.

Carrying placards and ban-
ners, the protestors raised 
slogans in support of their de-
mands, opposing the state gov-
ernment’s move to appoint Si-
shu Sevikas in place of trained 
pre-primary teachers in schools.

According to the protestors, 
many had completed certifi ed 
training in Early Childhood 
Care and Education (DECE) 
through IGNOU and have 
been waiting for years for re-
cruitment under the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 
They pointed out that the policy 

clearly mandates the presence 
of trained teachers in every 
Sishu Vatika to provide foun-
dational education to children.

However, the Odisha govern-
ment has recently approved the 
creation of Sishu Sevika posts, 
which aspirants allege are 
merely helper roles and not 
recognised in any other state 
implementing NEP 2020. In 

July, a delegation of pre-pri-
mary aspirants met School 
and Mass Education Minister 
Nityananda Gond, urging him 
to reconsider the decision. The 
minister, however, reportedly 
told them that the state gov-
ernment would not recruit 
pre-primary teachers and that 
existing teachers would han-
dle foundational classes.

The aspirants later submit-
ted their grievances at the 
Chief Minister’s grievance 
cell and also met School and 
Mass Education Commis-
sioner-cum-Secretary Shali-
ni Pandit, but their proposal 
was again rejected. They then 
approached the Orissa High 
Court, which directed the state 
to act in line with NEP 2020 
guidelines within eight weeks.

Despite the court’s directive, 
the government proceeded with 
the recruitment of Sishu Se-
vikas, which the association 
claims is a violation of the or-
der and amounts to contempt of 
court. Condemning the move, 
the outfi t has announced state-
wide protests from September 
6, demanding cancellation of 
the Sishu Sevika appointments 
and recruitment of qualifi ed 
pre-primary teachers.

OPTAS opposes Sishu Sevika appointments

EPFO holds session on 
PM-VBRY at KIIT varsity 

3 home guards among 4 held for `9L loot
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 2: Seven 
persons, including three home 
guards and a woman, were ar-
rested for allegedly looting `9 
lakh from a businessman in 
Rayagada district, a police of-
fi cer said Tuesday.

The three home guards are 
posted in Bissamcuttack and 
Kalyansingpur police stations 
in the district.

The arrested woman served 
as a maid in the businessman’s 
home, police said.

According to police, the vic-
tim, identifi ed as T Umma Red-
dy, was coming to Rayagada 
from Jeypore with his friends 
and a driver. Midway, near 
Rafukana Square, he stopped 
the vehicle for a discussion 
with another woman, Radhika 
Halwa.

At that moment, the seven 
accused intercepted the busi-
nessman and forcefully took 

him and Radhika in their 
four-wheeler, saying, “Let’s 
go and meet the SP”, the com-
plainant alleged.

After a while, Radhika was 
allowed to get off the vehicle. 

The accused then threatened 
the businessman with police 
action and allegedly looted `9 
lakh from him, said Amulya 
Dhar, additional superinten-
dent of police, Rayagada.

They later left the business-
man on the road and fl ed the 
spot, he said.

Following the incident, Red-
dy fi led a complaint at Rayaga-
da police station alleging that 
he had been robbed. Following 
the complaint, police investi-
gated and arrested the seven 
accused, Dhar said.

Police have seized `2.83 lakh 
cash, a Bolero car, a bike and 
six mobile phones from the ac-
cused, he added.

BHUBANESWAR: The 92nd 
birth anniversary of Padma Shri 
Rajat Kumar Kar, hailed as the 
‘guardian of Odia language and 
literature,’ was observed at 
Gita Govinda Sadan. Organised 
by Odisha Sahitya Academy 
and Rajat Kumar Kar Smriti 
Sansad, the event celebrated his 
contributions as speaker, writer, 
and cultural ambassador. Kar’s 
62-year commentary on the Rath 
Yatra, promotion of Pala and 
Bhanja literature, and efforts to 
strengthen Odia education were 
fondly recalled. His fi rst short story 
collection, Alpa Dinara Galpa, was 
released. Speakers highlighted 
his unmatched legacy, while the 
memorial trust pledged to publish 
his timeless works.

Rajat Kar remembered 
on 92nd birth anniversary

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 2: Gov-
ernor Hari Babu Kambhampa-
ti Tuesday suggested linking 
dairy farmers to the Pradhan 
Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) 
to help them access bank loans 
and secure funds to start or ex-
pand their businesses.

He said such initiatives 
would encourage dairy farm-
ing and signifi cantly boost milk 
production in the state.

The Governor emphasised 
the need for close coordination 
with banks to ensure timely fi -
nancial support for farmers.

“Timely support from banks 
will motivate and encourage 
farmers,” Kambhampati re-
marked during his visit to the 
OMFED Mega Dairy Plant at 

Govindpur, Arilo, Cuttack.
The Governor pointed out 

that many farmers face diffi cul-
ties in arranging the personal 
contribution required under 
subsidy schemes. Linking them 
to PMMY, he said, would pro-
vide access to bank loans and 
bridge this gap.

He directed OMFED au-
thorities to share a detailed 
list of benefi ciaries under the 
Mukhya Mantri Kamdhenu Yo-

jana with banks to streamline 
the loan process.

“This will also help bridge 
the gap between milk produc-
tion and demand, ensuring that 
the growing requirements are 
met,” he added.

Assuring full support, the 
Governor said OMFED authori-
ties could approach him direct-
ly if any issues arise, and he 
would take up the matter with 
the banks.

During the visit, the Gover-
nor inspected various sections 
of the Mega Dairy Plant, in-
cluding the laboratory, ghee 
section, and product gallery. 
OMFED offi cials also made a 
detailed PowerPoint presenta-
tion covering the plant’s opera-
tions, management, marketing 
strategies, and product range.

Guv backs PMMY link for dairy farmers
BHUBANESWAR: The Odisha 
government has intensifi ed its 
efforts to enhance irrigation 
capacity and modernise water 
management across the state, 
offi cial sources said Tuesday. 
Development Commissioner-cum-
Additional Chief Secretary of 
Water Resources department Anu 
Garg chaired a high-level review 
meeting with senior offi cials 
here and fi nalised the roadmap 
for implementation. The review 
meet emphasised the timely 
completion of ongoing projects 
to achieve targets set under 
the state’s Five-Year Irrigation 
Plan. As part of the directive, 
fi ve major, 15 medium, and 100 
minor irrigation projects have 
been identifi ed for accelerated 
execution. 

State intensifies efforts 
to boost irrigation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 2: More than 
100 crore people globally live 
with a mental health disorder, 
and women account for over 53 
per cent, according to new da-
ta released by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Tuesday. 
The WHO reports World Men-
tal Health Today and Mental 
Health Atlas 2024 stated that 
conditions such as anxiety 
and depression infl ict immense 
human and economic tolls and 
called for greater investment 
and action to scale up services 
to protect and promote people’s 
mental health. “Transforming 
mental health services is one of 
the most pressing public health 
challenges,” said Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO 
Director-General.

“Investing in mental health 
means investing in people, 

communities, and economies 
-- an investment no country can 
afford to neglect. Every govern-
ment and every leader has a re-
sponsibility to act with urgen-
cy and to ensure that mental 
health care is treated not as a 
privilege, but as a basic right 
for all,” he added.

The reports showed that anx-
iety and depressive disorders 
are the most common types of 
mental health disorders among 
both men and women. Howev-
er, women are disproportion-
ately impacted overall.

Overall, more females (581.5 

million) than males (513.9 mil-
lion) live with a mental disor-
der.

 “Mental disorders were 
found common among pregnant 
women and women in the year 
after birth, often with severe 
impacts for both mothers and 
babies. Worldwide, more than 
10 per cent of pregnant women 
and women in the year after 
birth experience depression. 
In low- and medium-income 
countries (LMICs), this fi gure 
is estimated to be substantially 
higher,” the reports said.

Further, the report showed 
that suicide remains a devas-
tating outcome, claiming an 
estimated 7,27,000 lives in 2021 
alone. It is a leading cause of 
death among young people 
across all countries and socio-
economic contexts, and prog-
ress in reducing suicide mor-
tality is too low.

Over 100cr people globally
face mental health issues

ICAR-CIFA workshop on
aquaculture, genetics
BHUBANESWAR: The Indian 
Council of Agricultural 
Research-Central Institute 
of Freshwater Aquaculture 
(ICAR-CIFA), Bhubaneswar, in 
collaboration with the Asian 
Fisheries Society Indian Branch 
(AFSIB), Mangalore, organised 
a two-day national workshop 
on “Species Prioritisation 
in Aquaculture and Genetic 
Improvement” at ICAR-CIFA 
campus here on the outskirts of 
Bhubaneswar. The workshop, 
which concluded Tuesday, 
brought together about 50 
policymakers, scientists 
from ICAR, hatchery owners, 
progressive fish farmers, and 
representatives from state 
fisheries departments across 
the country. The workshop 
deliberated on priority species 
across freshwater, brackish-
water, cold-water, and 
marine aquaculture sectors 
to guide future research 
and development in Indian 
aquaculture. This initiative is 
crucial for aligning genetic 
improvement strategies with 
national aquaculture goals.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Lanjigarh, Sept 2: A 74-year-old man was allegedly 
killed at Manastara village under Bishwanathpur 
police station in Kalahandi district on suspicion of 
practising witchcraft. Police have arrested three vil-
lagers and produced them in court.

The victim, identifi ed as Ekuna Majhi, had gone 
missing August 28. His son lodged a missing complaint 
the same day, prompting the police to start an investi-
gation. Four days later, the cops discovered that three 
local youths had allegedly killed him and hanged the 
body from a tree in a nearby forest.

A police team led by Kesinga SDPO Sandeep Kumar 
Majhi and offi cers from Lanjigarh and Bishwanathpur 
stations recovered the body August 31 and detained the 
suspects. During interrogation, the accused — Naresh 
Majhi, 26, Chakra Majhi, 22, and Murali Majhi, 28 — 
confessed to the killing, police said. 

The body was sent for postmortem Monday before 
being handed over to the family. A case (57/25) has 
been registered under sections 103(1) and 3(5) of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. The three men were denied 
bail and sent to judicial custody.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, Sept 2: Sever-
al high-profi le criminal cases 
- including murders, fi ring 
incidents and even serious 
charges against cops – being 
buried under bureaucrat-
ic rigmarole in this district 
have signifi cantly eroded the 
citizens’ faith on police admin-
istration. While unresolved 
cases leave victims waiting for 
justice for eternity, the men in 
khaki face tough challenges in 
maintaining peace and harmo-
ny, according to reports.

Instances of cops in this dis-
trict sitting tight on pending 
fi les are many.

In a recent incident, Ajay 
Sahu, a havildar posted at 
Kudanagari police station, 
had allegedly made unsolicited 
romantic advances towards a 
vulnerable woman under Mar-
shaghai police station. The cop 
also threatened her with life, 
if she refused to buzz. Audio 
and video recordings of the 
incident had gone viral on so-
cial media. A complaint was 
lodged but action was too lit-
tle – Sahu was only suspended 
and was not arrested till date. 
The fence-eating-the-crop inci-
dent has not only raised con-
cerns about women’s safety, 
but also put a question mark 
on police accountability.

Similarly, a tragic case un-
folded in Kathiapada village 
under Pattamundai rural po-
lice station August 6, when a 
student, Sangita Parida, died 
by self-immolation. While the 

police are yet to conclude the 
probe, they have arrested her 
male friend Pramod Behera 
from Terohi village. He was re-
manded to judicial custody af-
ter obscene videos were found 
on his mobile phone. However, 
critical questions linger – the 
source of the petrol used in the 
incident, the cause of Sangita’s 
death, and whether Pramod 
is the prime accused. An as-
sistant sub-inspector from 
the police station, accused of 
negligence, was merely trans-
ferred to district headquar-
ters, inviting public criticism 
over lenient action.

In yet another instance of 
unresolved cases, the death 
of Kasturi Samantaray, a tal-

ented student and athlete from 
Sanaadhanga under Derabish 
police station, still remains a 
mystery. Kasturi died in No-
vember 2017, the day after 
returning from a sports camp 
in Rajkanika. Allegations had 
come to the fore about the mis-
conduct by a sports teacher 
and a staffer during the camp. 
The incident sparked protests 
by social activists and other 
organisations. An investiga-
tion led by then-Inspector Gen-
eral Soumendra Priyadarshi 
is yet to yield results, leaving 
Kasturi’s death an enduring 
enigma.

Moreover, on Internation-
al Women’s Day, March 8 in 
2015, seven Dalit women and 
a student in Namatara village 
under Rajkanika police station 
were allegedly shot and beat-
en by police during protests 
against illegal liquor sales. 
Over 200 others were reported-
ly assaulted. The state govern-
ment ordered an inquiry by 
the Revenue Divisional Com-
missioner (RDC), but despite 
recording of statements of eye-
witnesses seven years ago, the 
report is yet to be published. 
More so, the victims are yet 
to receive any compensation.

The prolonged delays in 
resolving these cases have 
fuelled public frustration, 
with many questioning the 
effectiveness of the district’s 
law enforcement and judicial 
processes. As investigations 
stall, victims and their fami-
lies continue to await justice 
and closure.

POST NEWS NETWORK

R Udayagiri, Sept 2: Police 
have arrested three persons 
in connection with the killing 
of a villager whose body was 
found hidden inside a rock 
cavity near Kadamuli under 
Purunapani panchayat in Ga-
japati district.

The victim was identifi ed as 
Shiba Nayak of Dhepsankara-
khali village under Digapahan-
di police station in Ganjam dis-
trict. According to police, Nay-
ak was murdered last week fol-
lowing a drunken altercation. 
The accused allegedly crushed 
him to death with stones and 
later concealed the body in a 
rock cavity on a nearby hill.

When Shiba did not return 
home, his family searched 
for him at various places but 
found no trace. His brother 
then lodged a complaint at R 
Udayagiri police station. Act-
ing on the complaint, police 
questioned several villagers, 
leading the suspects to confess. 
They also pointed out the loca-
tion where the body had been 
hidden.

The body was subsequently 
recovered, and the three ac-
cused were taken into custody, 
police said.

Koraput: Members of NALCO Land Losers’ Association 
Welfare Committee have recently met Koraput Collector 
Manoj Satyawan Mahajan and submitted a memorandum 
demanding jobs for the legal heirs of landowners who lost 
their land during the establishment of NALCO’s Damanjodi 
unit. Led by committee president Suraj Kumar Sriharia, 
the delegation highlighted the long-standing grievances 
of displaced families. They alleged that despite repeated 
assurances, many land losers have not been provided with 
jobs as promised during land acquisition, leaving many 
such families in distress. The members further pressed for 
withdrawal of what they described as “false cases” fi led by 
NALCO against land losers over protests in the past. The 
Collector assured that their grievances would be communi-
cated to higher authorities. He also promised to review the 
issues and take appropriate steps to address them.

Berhampur: A second-year MBBS student of MKCG 
Medical College here alleged ragging by the seniors in 
the college hostel, a charge denied by the institute. The 
student has complained to the anti-ragging cell that his 
seniors tortured him by making him kneel down for sev-
eral hours for disobeying their orders.  The seniors also 
played music in the hostel, which disturbed his studies, 
he alleged. The anti-ragging committee of the college 
held its meeting under the chairmanship of Principal 
Suchitra Dash, where the superintendent, senior profes-
sors and police personnel were present. The panel found 
the allegation of ragging to a second year student by 
the seniors in the hostel was fabricated, said a member 
of the anti-ragging committee. “We have asked several 
second-year students and also the senior students. 
During the discussion, all have denied such an incident 
in the hostel,” the member said. “We have thoroughly 
inquired, but all have denied the allegations,” said Durga 
Madhab Satapathy, superintendent of the medical col-
lege and hospital. During the meeting, it was decided 
to conduct inspections of the hostels by the committee 
members frequently to avoid such type of incidents. 
Police offi cers asked the students to directly telephone 
them if they face any type of torture by the seniors.

Justice delayed as 
cops sit on plaints

BURNING ISSUE: Farmers of Padmapur sub-division in Bargarh district stand in a long queue to buy urea fertilizer from Jamla Service Cooperative Society 
Tuesday   OP PHOTO

Body found in rock 
cavity; 3 arrested

Man murdered over 
witchcraft suspicion

NALCO oustees meet Koraput Collector

Medical student alleges ragging

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar/Hatadihi, Sept 2: Another 
instance of alleged irregularities has sur-
faced in Keonjhar District Mineral Foun-
dation (DMF) as records show that the 
DMF offi ce rooms were renovated twice 
at a cost of `37,53,951 within just three 
months, while another `4,30,285 was 
spent on interior decoration of the hall.

Large sums from the DMF contingen-
cy fund have also been used for repairs, 
decorations and furniture purchases, 
raising questions about misuse of funds. 
Former legislator Subarna Naik, engi-
neer Binod Bihari Nayak, Pradyumna 
Das, Ashok Jena and Kishore Sethi have 
demanded an impartial probe and strict 
action against the persons responsible 
for fund misuse.

The DMF offi ce operates from the fi rst 
fl oor of the three-story Keonjhar Zilla 
Parishad offi ce (DRDA), comprising four 
rooms. According to the case (Record No. 
66/2024), the Roads and Buildings (R&B) 
Division was paid ̀ 19,99,457 October 20, 

2020 and `17,54,494 May 2, 2021 for reno-
vation of DMF offi ce rooms.

Earlier, Keonjhar Sadar BDO had re-
ceived `4,95,489 for similar renovation 
work August 9, 2018. For interior dec-
oration of the DMF hall, the BDO was 
also paid `2,44,400 November 22, 2017, 
and `1,85,885 February 23, 2018

The BDO was paid `4,67,632 for furni-
ture for the DMF offi ce October 3, 2018. 
Additional expenses of several lakhs 
were also incurred from the contingency 
fund for the purchase of electrical appli-
ances, equipment and other materials for 
the offi ce. Allegations have surfaced that 
such expenditures were shown on paper 
to misappropriate DMF funds. A com-
plaint regarding this was fi led August 20 
with the Chief Minister, Chief Secretary, 
state Finance department, Planning and 
Convergence department, and Keonjhar 
Collector’s offi ce. The complaint also not-
ed that proper records, documents and 
related papers of these expenditures 
were missing from the DMF offi ce, and 
it called for an investigation and action.

Baripada: The Economic Offenses Wing (EOW) Tuesday arrested suspended 
Jamda tehsildar Madhusmita Singh of Mayurbhanj district on charges of em-
bezzling government funds. Singh had already been suspended by the state 
government following allegations that she misappropriated more than `4 
crore. Sources said that the irregularities took place when Singh was posted 
in Belpahar of Jharsuguda district, where she was accused of siphoning off 
more than `4 crore. Initially, Belpahar police registered a case and arrested 
the then-accountant Bibhuti Sahu. Later, while serving as executive officer of 
Belpahar municipality, Singh was convicted by Vigilance Court for financial 
irregularities. Following the fresh allegations, the Revenue department had 
suspended her August 30.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, Sept 2: Normal life 
was thrown out of gear and 
traffi c came to a standstill after 
heavy downpour late Monday 
night accompanied by thun-
derbolts left Balasore city wa-
terlogged Tuesday.

The rain began around 2am 
Monday and continued for 
nearly four hours. Several 
low-lying areas, arterial roads 
and intersections were sub-
merged under three to four 
feet of water, creating a fl ood-
like condition. Residents said 
knee-deep water overfl owed on 
the roads, making movement 
nearly impossible.

Rainwater entered many 
houses and shops, forcing busi-
nesses to shut down for the day. 
Offi cials estimated that losses 
ran into several crores as hun-
dreds of shops remained closed 
Tuesday.

Heavy rainfall led to water-
logging in several areas, includ-
ing Chidia bridge, Salt Tax Col-
ony, Gopalgaon, Manikhamba, 
Suelpur, Cinema Square, Con-
gress Lane, Motiganj, Pand-
huapada, ITI Square, Telenga 
Sahi, Shobharampur, Proof 
Road, ITR Colony, Khapara-
pada Square, Central School 
Square, Arad Bazaar, Ranipa-

tna, Nuasahi, Gudipada, Ekta 
Nagar, Dwarika Nagar and 
Haripur. Traffi c was disrupted 
as rainwater fl owed knee-deep 
and in some places waist-deep 
through the streets.

Residents in low-lying areas 
were unable to step out as rain-
water entered homes. Several 
mud houses collapsed due to 
the incessant rain.

The district emergency offi ce 
reported 605 mm rainfall across 
Balasore district, including 128 
mm within the town.

At Nuasahi Square, water 
levels rose to as high as 4 feet, 
inundating roadside homes 
and shops. Police closed parts 

of the route after traffi c snarls 
worsened.

Sub-Collector Shiv Malaviya 
and executive offi cer of Balas-
ore Municipality Nirlipta Mo-
hanty visited affected areas 
to assess the situation. Mean-
while, residents voiced frustra-
tion over poor drainage, saying 
the civic administration’s fail-
ure worsened the crisis.

A tree branch broke and fell 
on an ambulance on the road 
behind the district headquar-
ters hospital Monday night, 
offi cials said. Firefi ghters 
rushed to the spot, cut the tree 
and cleared the road, restoring 
traffi c movement.

Heavy rain fl oods Balasore town

MISUSE OF FUNDS

DMF offi ce renovated twice in 3 months

`4cr scam: Jamda tehsildar arrested

MANOJ KUMAR JENA, OP

Balasore, Sept 2: Proving age 
is just a number, Manoj Bihari 
Das, a 65-year-old man from 
Balasore, achieved an extraor-
dinary feat by securing bronze 
medal at 57th Asian Body-
building and Physique Sports 
Championship in the Masters’ 
Category held in Bangkok 
(Thailand) from August 22 to 24. 

The championship witnessed 
the participation of a total of 18 
athletes from across the Asian 
countries. The fi rst position 
was secured by a contestant 
from Thailand and the second 
position was secured by an ath-
lete from Kerala while Manoj 
clinched the third position.    

To compete for the Asian 
championship, Manoj qualifi ed 
the Mister India bodybuilding 
championship securing third 
place. The championship was 
organised at Chhattisgarh in 
May this year. 

Manoj, a retired government 
offi cer, dedicated his victory to 

his family and trainer for their 
guidance and support. He em-
phasised the need for discipline 
in life.

“My family and my coach 
selfl essly supported me in this 
journey in every possible way. 
I worked for 6-7 hours daily to 
build my physique. Now, I have 
also been selected for Mister 
World Championship. Howev-
er, I’m yet to decide whether 
I will participate or not. Hard 
work and dedication can make 
everything possible and the 
youth should also be passion-
ate towards their health and 
fi tness,” he said.

Body building: Bronze for 
Balasore sexagenarian

Rita Jena, Namatara police 
fi ring incident victim

Kendrapara: In a major 
crackdown, police have arrested 
four persons, including three 
dacoits, and recovered 11kg gold, 
5kg silver, `9.45 lakh in cash, and 
a country-made gun from their 
possession. DIG (Central Range) 
Satyajit Naik said the arrested are 
aged between 22 and 32 years. 
Two of them belong to Khurda 
district, while one each is from 
Cuttack and Nayagarh. According 
to the FIR lodged August 24 by 
50-year-old Arundhuti Sahu of 
Sarapari village under Jankia 
police limits, eight unidentifi ed 
culprits wearing helmets stormed 
her jewellery shop, Sai Sonu 
Alankar, at Chhanagiri. The 
gang hurled bombs, threatened 
staff at gunpoint, assaulted 
them, and decamped with over 
11 kg of gold and 5 kg of silver 
ornaments, collectively valued 
at more than `11 crore. Based 
on her complaint, Jankia police 
registered a case under Section 
310(2) BNS, Sections 25/27 of the 
Arms Act, and Section 5 of the 
Explosives Substances Act, and 
launched an investigation. The 
probe was carried out under the 
direct supervision of DIG Naik, 
Khordha SP Vivekanand Sharma, 
and Additional SP Srinibas. With 
support from Balugaon, Banapur, 
and Tangi police, raids were 
conducted at different hideouts, 
leading to the arrest of four 
accused and recovery of the 
stolen ornaments.

11kg gold, 5kg silver
seized; four arrested



T
he consensus in rich 
countries – and perhaps 
globally – is that a world 
in turmoil requires 

some kind of radical interven-
tion. That is what US President 
Donald Trump promised, and 
though he is widely unpopular 
(with his public disapproval at 
home steadily rising), even his 
opponents share his belief that 
politics as usual will no longer 
do. But it is worth asking how 
shock interventions end. His-
tory’s answer is “badly.” This 
is true even in cases where 
the economic effects of “shock 
therapy” appeared positive at 
fi rst, as in Central Europe after 
the collapse of communism.

The problem is that systemic 
policy shocks create poisonous 
narratives whose potency in-
creases over time. There are 
always suspicions that a con-
spiracy produced the shock, 
and about the involvement of 
foreign powers. Regardless of 
the therapy’s initial benefi ts, 
these narratives ultimately po-
larize society and undermine 
the political order. The Trump 
administration is open about 
its radicalism. Shock therapy 
is its solution to every global 
problem, from Gaza and Iran 
to Ukraine and Sudan. Trump 
wields tariffs like a man holding 
a cattle prod, shocking anyone 
(friend or foe) who does not im-
mediately bend to his demands. 
Supposedly, this approach – 
which features in its domestic 
application purges of the civil 
service and the military’s lead-
ership, as well as a war on uni-
versities – will strengthen the 
US economy, usher in a new 
American golden age, force 
NATO into line, stop India from 
buying Russian oil, and contain 
China’s AI-fueled industrial and 
military surge.

Thus, US Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent argues that any 
tariff-induced pain Americans 
feel is part of a “detox period.” 
Trump, indeed, talks of tariffs 
as an “operation” and as “med-
icine.” To achieve its desired 

shock effects, the administra-
tion is deliberately capricious. 
Why else would two close, 
well-behaved allies like South 
Korea and Japan unexpected-
ly be hit with new 25% tariffs? 
According to the White House 
press secretary: “It’s the pres-
ident’s prerogative, and those 
are the countries he chose.”

Most of the “deals” that Trump 
has announced are secret, having 
been negotiated behind closed 
doors. The same methods were 
used in Central Europe and the 
former Soviet Union as com-
munism disintegrated. Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s programs – glas-
nost (openness) and perestroika 
(economic liberalization) – were 
about systemic change. But im-
plementation was necessarily 
opaque, because the goal was 
to replace a powerful, corrupt 
status quo. Some involvement 
by those within the system was 
inevitable, though (for example, 
parts of the intelligence services 
were needed to provide informa-
tion about how the old system 
worked). The effort ultimately 
came to be perceived as a corrupt 
deal with privileged parts of the 
old apparatus.

Similarly, Poland’s current 
political polarization is rooted 
in its post-communist transi-
tion some 35 years ago. The 
issues that divide the liber-

al-centrist Civic Platform and 
the illiberal, populist Law and 
Justice (PiS) party concern an 
historical event that is hardly 
known outside Poland: a Sep-
tember 1988 meeting between 
part, but not all, of the oppo-
sition Solidarity movement 
and the regime in a “special 
facility” in Magdalenka, on 
the outskirts of Warsaw.

The second problematic nar-
rative concerns foreign involve-
ment. With the post-communist 
liberalizations, Germany was 
a convenient demon, owing 
to the painful memories of its 
crimes in World War II. I still 
recall visiting Moscow in 1992 
and being shown pictures of the 
head of Deutsche Bank smiling 
and embracing Gorbachev.

What kinds of conspiracy 
theories will the Trump shock 
treatment produce? Some ele-
ments are already discernable. 
There will be some winners, 
but also many losers, not least 
because Trump’s MAGA rev-
olution is coinciding with a 
technological one. Insofar as 
AI creates new employment 
patterns, large parts of the 
MAGA base are sure to be dis-
placed, and they will quickly 
develop a victim narrative.

For all the administration’s 
efforts to confront the “deep 
state,” some MAGA enthusi-

asts are already complaining 
that it is making compromises 
with establishment elites. The 
persistence of the Jeffrey Ep-
stein sex-traffi cking scandal 
is only part of the problem. As 
with the post-communist trans-
formations, those in power are 
working closely with titans of 
global fi nance and internation-
al capital. The administration’s 
alliance with the crypto world 
is fully out in the open, exem-
plifi ed by Bessent’s insistence 
that stablecoins will be the key to 
generating demand for large sov-
ereign-debt issuances. Against 
this backdrop, as soon as there 
is some fi nancial scandal or wid-
er crisis, the conspiracy theories 
will consume the movement.

Moreover, the administra-
tion has no shortage of for-
eign entanglements. Trump’s 
bizarrely obsequious summit 
with Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin in Alaska has once 
again raised questions about 
their relationship. Many now 
worry that Trump will try to 
force through a “territorial 
exchange” that simply gives 
Russia the Ukrainian regions 
of Luhansk and Donetsk. 
Meanwhile, for many in MA-
GA world, Trump is making too 
many concessions to the Euro-
peans and Ukrainians when it 
comes to security guarantees.

As for Putin, who is ob-
sessed with reversing the 
collapse of the Soviet empire, 
the lessons of Russia’s en-
gagement with shock thera-
py are clear. His propaganda 
machine will play up all the 
possibilities, spreading insin-
uations about backroom deals 
and foreign links to deepen the 
divisions between Americans. 
The poison of polarization will 
continue to corrode the US sys-
tem. It is Russia’s revenge for 
the role that America suppos-
edly played in subverting the 
Soviet Union.

The writer is Professor 
of History and International 

Affairs at Princeton University.
 ©PROJECT SYNDICATE

It is claimed by many that dynastic politics is a bane for democracy 
in many countries, including India, as the interests of a family be-
come far more important for the rulers than those of the people at 

large and their country. If judicial overreach is added to such politics, 
the result becomes an unmitigated disaster. Like in India, this is what 
has also happened in Thailand where the country’s Constitutional 
Court recently removed yet another Prime Minister, Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra, a scion of the Shinawatra family, from offi ce. The reason for 
what can be called a judicial coup is a leaked phone call she had in June 
with the veteran Cambodian leader Hun Sen. In it Paetongtarn could 
be heard being conciliatory towards Hun Sen over their countries’ 
border dispute and disparaging one of her own army commanders, 
who, she said, stood in the way of improvement of relationship between 
the two countries. She defended her conversation saying she had been 
trying to make a diplomatic breakthrough with Hun Sen, an old friend 
of her father Thaksin Shinawatra, and said the conversation should 
have remained confi dential.

The leak proved her undoing as it sparked calls for her to resign. 
It also saw her biggest coalition partner walk out of the government, 
leaving her with a slim majority. In July, seven out of the nine judges 
on the court voted to suspend Paetongtarn, a margin which suggested 
she would suffer the same fate as her four predecessors.

In this sense, the court’s fi nal verdict was only expected. Paetongtarn 
becomes the fi fth Thai PM to be removed from offi ce by this court, all 
of them from administrations backed by her father. This has given 
rise to a widespread belief in Thailand that the court nearly always 
rules against those seen as a threat by conservative, royalist forces. 
The judiciary is dominated by these forces. The court has also banned 
112 political parties, many of them small, including two previous in-
carnations of Thaksin’s Pheu Thai party and Move Forward, the re-
formist movement which won the last election in 2023. In few other 
countries political life hangs in the balance in a similar manner with 
an excessively proactive judiciary.

The phone call caused such an upheaval across the Thai-Cambodian 
borders that a fi ve-day war broke out in August that killed more than 
40 people.

Thaksin staged a comeback in Thailand politics after having been 
in exile for years through a deal with the conservatives and royalists. 
He fi elded his young daughter for regaining political space. But the 
inexperienced Paetongtarn failed to make any impression on her peo-
ple or establish any real authority over the country, with most Thais 
presuming that her father was making all the big decisions.

But his famed political acumen seems to have deserted Thaksin 
Shinawatra. Pheu Thai party’s signature policy at the last election, 
a digital wallet which would put B10,000 ($308) in the pocket of every 
Thai adult, has stalled and is widely criticised as ineffective.

Other grand plans such as legalizing casinos and building a “land-
bridge” linking the Indian and Pacifi c Oceans have gone nowhere. 
On top of it, at a time when Thai nationalist sentiment has been fi red 
up over the border war with Cambodia, the Shinawatra family’s 
long-standing friendship with Hun Sen has strengthened suspicion 
in conservative circles that they will always put their business inter-
ests before those of the nation. The party’s popularity has nosedived 
after having been an unbeatable electoral force in Thai politics for 
over two decades. A similar situation has evolved in India over the 
past decade that has showed people in top power positions taking 
extreme steps to benefi t only a very few business persons’ interests 
above that of the country.

Paetongtarn’s aunt Yingluck Shinawatra was removed from offi ce 
before the military seized power in a 2014 coup and her father went 
into self-imposed exile in 2006 for more than 15 years to escape cor-
ruption charges after the military toppled his government. Her uncle 
Somchai Wongsawat served briefl y as PM in 2008 but was removed 
in a court ruling.

A fresh period of instability now stares Thailand in the face. If the 
ousted PM’s party – Pheu Thai - fails to put forward a new PM, the 
most likely possibility would be new elections. One solution to the 
country’s long-standing political problem could be reforming the 
entire system in which the conservative and royal and military 
forces are relegated to the background. This is exactly the agenda of 
the opposition Move Forward which was outmaneuvered to come to 
power last time even after getting the maximum popular ratings. In 
the near future, the possibility of relegating those powerful forces 
to the background seems very unlikely.
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Thai Soup

Humanitarian crisis 

Sir, The powerful earthquake that struck Af-
ghanistan poses a big logistical challenge for 
the Taliban government, which has isolated 
itself from much of the world by introducing 
hardline Islamist rules. The disaster has on-
ly compounded the miseries for Afghanistan, 
which has already plunged to new depths. 
Much of the Western world, including the 
US, has severed ties with the Taliban regime 
and halted fi nancial assistance, so the coun-
try remains gripped by a humanitarian cri-
sis, and it is one of the poorest nations in the 
world now. The current disaster will further 
stretch the resources of the war-torn nation’s 
Taliban administration. Sadly, Afghanistan’s 
vulnerability to natural disasters is increasing 
the country's instability and worsening the 
humanitarian crisis there.

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI 

We fi nd in others what is in us. 
If we always fi nd mud around 
us, it proves that there is mud 
somewhere in us.

 THE MOTHER

TRUMP’S SHOCK THERAPY 
POLITICS

For all the administration’s efforts to confront 
the ‘deep state,’ some MAGA enthusiasts 
are already complaining that it is making 
compromises with establishment elites 

THE PROBLEM 
IS THAT 

SYSTEMIC 
POLICY SHOCKS 

CREATE 
POISONOUS 

NARRATIVES 
WHOSE 

POTENCY 
INCREASES 
OVER TIME 

Harold James 

IN THISJEST

Don’t forget to celebrate World Samosa Day
If you love samosas like I 

do, you’ll be glad to know 
that World Samosa Day is 

just around the corner. Every 
year on 5 September, samo-
sa-lovers get together to enjoy 
the world’s greatest snack and 
introduce it to people who’ve 
never had it before. World Sa-
mosa Day was started in 2017 
and the number of people cel-
ebrating this special day has 
grown from two in 2017 to sev-
en in 2024. That’s a whopping 
250 per cent growth!

Actually, I do not know how 
many people celebrate World 
Samosa Day — it hasn’t been 
widely publicized — but sa-
mosas are extremely popular 
in some parts of the world, in-
cluding South Asia and East 
Africa. Whenever my wife and 
I serve samosas at parties in 
our home, they disappear so 
fast that my wife has to set 
aside one for herself; other-
wise she would have to steal 
one from the guy who has 
three on his plate, though she 
doesn’t consider it stealing to 
take food from a spouse.

In honor of World Samosa 
Day, I have decided to answer 
seven frequently asked ques-
tions about this delectable 
snack.
1. What exactly is a samosa?
  As every Indian knows, 

a samosa is a triangular 
pastry, often fried, with 
a savory filling that most 
commonly consists of 
spiced potatoes, onions 
and peas. Samosas do not 
have to be triangular; in 
some parts of the world, 
they’re crescent-shaped 
or conical, though samo-
sa connoisseurs frown 
upon this.

2. Did samosas originate in 
India?

  No, samosas originated 
in the Middle East about 
700 to 1,000 years ago, 
and were known in Arab 
cookery books by names 
such as “sanbusak,” “san-
busaq” and “sanbusaj.” 
Spelling variations con-
tinue to this day, as do 
differences in pronunci-
ation. Some people say 
“sa-moo-sah,” others say 
“some-saah,” while I pre-
fer Oliver Twist’s version 
in his famous query: “May 
I have some-more-sir?”

3. When were samosas in-
troduced to India?

  It is believed that samo-
sas were introduced to 
the Indian subcontinent 
sometime in the 13th or 
14th century by chefs who 
came from the Middle East 
and Central Asia to cook 

in the royal kitchens of 
the Delhi Sultanate. They 
grew in popularity not just 
because of taste, but also 
portability, with princes 
and princesses saying to 
the chef, “May I have my 
samosas to go, please?”

4. How should I celebrate 
World Samosa Day?

  The best way to celebrate 
is to have a samosa tasting 
party: invite a group of 
friends to taste a variety 
of samosas that they have 
thoughtfully brought to 
your home.

  You may also call your fa-
vorite restaurant and urge 
the owner to celebrate 
World Samosa Day by of-
fering free samosas all day. 
If you are unsure which 
restaurant to call, write 
to me and I will give you 
the name and number of a 
restaurant near my home. 
I promise to eat a samosa 
on your behalf.

5. Should I wear anything 
special on World Samo-
sa Day?

  You may wear a World 
Samosa Day T-shirt, or 
any samosa-themed out-
fi t, perhaps one bearing a 
message such as “I’m Just 
Here for the Samosas,” 
“Who Ate the Last Samo-

sa?” and “Life, Liberty and 
the Pursuit of Samosas.”

6. How healthy are samosas?
  Gulnaaz Shaikh, chief 

dietitian at KIMS Hospi-
tals in Thane, India, told 
Mid-Day newspaper that 
samosas are high in satu-
rated fat and calories, and 
that “regular consumption 
can contribute to weight 
gain, high cholesterol, 
and other health issues if 
not balanced with a nutri-
tious diet.” In other words, 
your doctor will never say 
to you, “You need to eat 
more samosas.”

7. What is the Samosa Caucus?
  The Samosa Caucus is the 

name given to a group of 
Indian-American lawmak-
ers in Congress, currently 
numbering six. They are 
the fi nal authority on any 
samosa-related legislation 
in America. It is because of 
them that the 2015 Samosa 
Act was passed, mandating 
that all samosas be sold in 
brown paper bags, reduc-
ing the risk of a samosa 
robbery. There is nothing 
worse than buying samo-
sas and looking forward 
to eating them, only to 
run into a masked gunman 
who says, “Your samosas 
or your life!”

WORLD SAMOSA 
DAY WAS 

STARTED IN 2017 
AND THE NUMBER 

OF PEOPLE 
CELEBRATING 
THIS SPECIAL 

DAY HAS GROWN 
FROM TWO IN 

2017 TO SEVEN IN 
2024

Melvin Durai
WISDOM CORNER

We're all going to die, all of us; what a circus! That alone 
should make us love each other, but it doesn't. We are terror-
ized and fl attened by trivialities. We are eaten up by nothing.  
 CHARLES BUKOWSKI

One of the most tragic things I know about human nature 
is that all of us tend to put off living. We are all dreaming of 
some magical rose garden over the horizon instead of enjoy-
ing the roses that are blooming outside our windows today. 
 DALE CARNEGIE

We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all our 
exploring will be to arrive where we started and know the 
place for the fi rst time.
 TS ELIOT

 

1609: English navigator Henry Hudson, in a quest for a passage to 
India on behalf of the Dutch East India Company, sailed into the 
harbour of present-day New York City and up the river that now 
bears his name.

1752: Day skipped in the British Empire. The British Empire skipped 
11 days starting September 3 when it adopted the Gregorian calendar.

1783: The Treaty of Paris (part of the Peace of Paris) was signed be-
tween Britain and the United States.

1894: Labor Day was celebrated as a legal holiday in the United States 
for the fi rst time.

1962: American poet and painter E.E. Cummings—who fi rst attracted 
attention, in an age of literary experimentation, for his unconven-
tional punctuation and phrasing—died at age 67.

1971: Qatar gains independence. The Persian Gulf state gained its 
independence after 55 years of British rule.

1976: After a nearly yearlong journey, NASA’s robotic spacecraft Vi-
king 2 landed on Mars this day in 1976 and began relaying information 
about the planet’s atmosphere and soil as well as colour photographs 
of the rocky surface.

Digital safety

Sir, Your card details are a goldmine for fraudsters. But what if you could 
lock them away and still pay with a single click at your requirements alone. 
For decades, debit and credit cards have been at the heart of commerce. From 
swiping at a local store to entering details online, we have grown comfortable 
using them daily. But in today's digital-fi rst world, this convenience comes 
with a serious risk: the exposure of sensitive card data. This is where toke-
nization steps in—a game-changing technology that is transforming how we 
pay and safeguarding our fi nancial lives. Each time you use your debit or 
credit card, you share: A 16-digit Primary Account Number, the expiry date, 
a CVV code. If intercepted, these details can enable fraud. While merchants 
and payment gateways implement security systems, storing this “Card-on-
File” data remains a major vulnerability—turning businesses into attractive 
targets for data breaches. Tokenization replaces your actual card details with 
a unique, randomly generated code called a token. The token has no intrinsic 
value. It cannot be reverse engineered to reveal the card number. During 
payments, the token—not your card details—is transmitted and processed. 
This simple yet powerful substitution makes storing and using card details 
far safer for both consumers and merchants.

CK Subramaniam, NAVI MUMBAI 

 FOCUS
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WEST BENGAL

UTTAR PRADESH

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Sept 2: Lakhs of com-
muters from Kolkata and its sub-
urbs have ditched road transport 
to choose a hassle-free, seamless 
metro ride, leading to huge rush 
at important stations where au-
thorities grapple to manage the 
massive fl ow.

Inauguration of the complete 
stretch of Kolkata Metro's East-
West corridor connecting West 
Bengal's two busiest railway 
stations – Howrah and Sealdah 
-- and IT hub Salt Lake Sector 
5, and its connectivity with the 
North-South corridor at Espla-
nade has slashed commuting 
time for many people, who till 
now had to face massive jams 
during offi ce hours while trav-
elling on auto-rickshaws and 
buses.

At the terminal Howrah 
Maidan railway station on 
the East-West route, serpen-
tine queues are seen at ticket 
vending machines, while Metro 
employees manning the book-
ing counters face a harrowing 
time, issuing paper tickets and 
recharging metro cards to the 
unending line of commuters.

"We witness such a massive 
rush till late evening hours," a 
booking clerk manning a ticket 
counter said.

Howrah Maidan, which is 
India's deepest metro station 
at 33 metres below the surface, 
has escalators, lifts and stairs 
leading to the turnstile gates 
and platforms.

"Now, we scan around 4,500-
5,000 backpacks every day 
at the metal detectors. The 
number was around 1,500-
2,000 when only the Howrah 
Maidan-Esplanade section was 

operational," a guard manning 
the entry point at the turnstile.

Commuters, despite the rush, 
are glad that the metro corridor 
has opened, enabling them to 
travel to most parts of Kolkata 
much quicker than by road.

"Gone are the days of in-
ordinate delays on buses or 
being at the mercy of drivers. 
It used to take no less than an 
hour-and-a-half to reach Seal-
dah from Howrah Maidan on 
slow-moving buses. Sometimes, 
I remained stuck in traffi c for 
hours and missed important 
events, for which I was hauled 
up by my offi ce," Anjan Patra, 
a middle-aged private fi rm em-
ployee who was waiting at the 
platform said.

As a train arrived and doors 
opened, a mad scramble ensued 
as thousands trooped into the 
compartments.

Among the commuters were 
offi ce-goers bound for Maha-
karan, Esplanade, Sealdah 
and Salt Lake Sector 5 stations, 
besides students of Calcutta 
University, colleges adjacent 
to Sealdah and educational in-
stitutions in Salt Lake.

Ankita Tripathi, who works 

at a restaurant in BBD Bagh ar-
ea in central Kolkata, said, "I 
used to travel by bus from How-
rah Maidan, and it used to take 
around an hour to reach my 
workplace on Old Court House 
Street. Now, I reach there in 10 
minutes. Yes, there is rush in 
the metro, but the ride saves a 
lot of time."

A group of young men and 
women, who were on the way 
to a Left student organisa-
tion's rally at College Square, 
discussed animatedly how the 
metro has massively reduced 
their travel time from Howrah 
station to College Street.

Sujoy Basu, who took a train 
for Karunamoyee station in Salt 
Lake, said that bus rides took 
long hours and app two-wheeler 
rides were both risky and burnt 
a hole in his pocket.

"Not anymore!" he exclaimed.
Arup Dasgupta, who boarded 

the train at Sealdah station to 
reach his offi ce in Salt Lake, 
said he was happy that doors 
were opening on both sides of 
the compartment at important 
interchanging stations such as 
Howrah, Esplanade and Seal-
dah to ease the ingress and 

egress of commuters.
Srinjoy Chanda, a student of 

a college at Sector 5, however, 
missed the earlier days when 
he could easily get a seat at 
Sealdah station after reaching 
there on a local train from his 
home in Agarpara.

"However, nowadays, the 
metro trains come packed from 
Howrah, and we struggle to get 
inside the coaches at Sealdah, 
and sometimes miss trains 
during peak hours," he said.

Before the entire Howrah 
Maidan-Sector 5 stretch was 
inaugurated by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on August 
22, truncated services were run 
along two disjointed sections – 
Howrah Maidan to Esplanade 
and Sealdah to Sector 5 – as 
work was delayed along the Es-
planade-Sealdah stretch due to 
the bursting of an aquifer and 
sinking of ground during tun-
nelling in the Bow Bazaar area.

Kolkata Metro is, meanwhile, 
urging commuters to buy tick-
ets from 'Aamar Kolkata Met-
ro' app, or use smart cards or 
vending machines to reduce 
pressure on counters.

The metro is also offering a 
fi ve per cent discount on fares 
if tickets are bought through 
the app.

"Most of us have smart-
phones, so we are encourag-
ing commuters to make the 
switch," a metro offi cial said.

"We have noticed an over-
whelming response from com-
muters at major stations such as 
Howrah, Sealdah, Salt Lake Sec-
tor 5, Dum Dum and Esplanade 
in the last 10 days," he said. The 
offi cial said 1.43 lakh commut-
ers used the Green Line (East-
West corridor) till 6 pm Monday.

Kolkata enters new metro era
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Lucknow, Sept 2: Operation 
Kayakalp and Project Alan-
kar, led by Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath, have 
transformed council and sec-
ondary schools across the state, 
giving them a new identity, an 
offi cial statement said Tuesday.

Launched in 2018, Operation 
Kayakalp aims to make council 
schools modern, safe, and fully 
equipped.

Under this campaign, 97 
per cent of basic facilities in 
schools have been developed. 
Previously, many schools 
lacked toilets, water, electric-
ity, and furniture, but they 
have now been converted into 
modern institutions with gated 
boundary walls, tiled toilets, 
painted premises, and solar 
lighting, the statement read. 

NITI Aayog has recognised 
Operation Kayakalp as a mod-
el initiative for the entire 
country.

Similarly, the Department of 
Secondary Education launched 
Project Alankar, which mapped 
2,295 schools across 27 param-
eters to improve their infra-
structure. 

To strengthen secondary edu-
cation, these schools have been 
upgraded with smart classes, 
computer labs, Wi-Fi, labora-
tories, libraries, and modern 
furniture, the statement said.

Beyond academics, students 
also benefi t from playgrounds, 
open gyms, multipurpose 
halls, art and craft rooms, and 
vocational training facilities. 
Core infrastructure has been 
enhanced with principal and 
staff rooms, boundary walls, 
offi ce spaces, cycle stands, and 
drinking water facilities.

Safety and sustainability 
have been prioritised through 
the installation of fi re safety 
equipment, CCTV surveillance, 
biometric attendance, rainwa-
ter harvesting, and solar panels.

Together, Operation Kaya-
kalp and Project Alankar have 
given government schools in 
Uttar Pradesh a new identity, 
turning them into modern, in-
clusive, and future-ready insti-
tutions, the statement read.

The statement noted that 
village schools have become 
vibrant and fully equipped 
centres of the Gram Sabha. 
With modern facilities, safe 
campuses, and a welcom-
ing environment, parents' 
trust in these schools has 
grown manifold.

REVAMPING UP

Operation Kayakalp, Project 
Alankar transform schools
Beyond academics, students also benefi t from playgrounds, open gyms, 
multipurpose halls, art and craft rooms, and vocational training facilities
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Lucknow, Sept 2: The Ut-
tar Pradesh government 
Tuesday approved an Elec-
tronics Component Manu-
facturing Policy (UP ECMP) 
with an investment target 
of Rs 5,000 crore to promote 
production of 11 key compo-
nents such as displays and 
camera modules.

The policy, aligned with the 
Centre's Electronics Compo-
nent Manufacturing Scheme 
(ECMS), will come into effect 
from April 1, 2025, for a period 
of six years, according to an 
offi cial statement.

UP ECMP-2025 aims to pro-
mote the production of 11 
key electronic components 
including displays, camera 
modules, and multilayer 
PCBs, with an investment 
target of Rs 5,000 crore and 
the potential to create lakhs 
of jobs, it stated.

Under the scheme, entre-
preneurs will receive state 
incentives in addition to 
central benefits, helping 
strengthen UP's electron-
ics ecosystem and supply 
chain. The policy will be im-
plemented through a nodal 
agency, guided by a policy 
implementation unit and an 
empowered committee at the 
government level.

The government believes UP 
ECMP-2025 will not only boost 

component manufacturing 
but also encourage innovation 
and reduce import dependence, 
fi rmly establishing the state as 
a key player in the global elec-
tronics industry, it added.

Principal Secretary Anurag 
Yadav stated, "Unprecedent-
ed progress has been made 
in electronics manufactur-
ing in the country over the 
past eight years. While only 
two units were producing 
mobile phones in 2015, today 
300 units are operational. Pro-
duction of electronic goods 
has increased from Rs 1.9 
lakh crore to over Rs 11 lakh 
crore. Mobile phone exports 
have risen from Rs 1,500 crore 
to Rs 2 lakh crore.

"UP has become the epicen-
tre of this revolution, pro-
ducing more than half of the 
country's mobile phones. This 
policy will take UP to new 
heights of economic growth 
and self-reliance, while also 
creating employment oppor-
tunities for the youth."

This policy will position 
UP as a global manufacturing 
hub while boosting the state's 
self-reliance nationally. With 
an estimated investment of 
Rs 5,000 crore, it is expected 
to generate lakhs of direct 
and indirect jobs, making 
UP a preferred destination 
for investment and acceler-
ating industrial growth, the 
statement added.
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Kolkata, Sept 2: The West 
Bengal Urdu Academy has 
postponed a ‘mushaira’ (po-
etic symposium) featuring 
noted lyricist Javed Akhtar 
following protests by some 
Muslim groups.

The Muslim organisations 
claimed that certain comments 
made by Akhtar have hurt the 
religious sentiments of the com-
munity.

The four-day event, organ-
ised by the academy, was sched-
uled to be held in Kolkata from 
September 1.

The state-run academy, how-
ever, did not cite any offi cial 
reason for the postponement.

“Due to some compelling 
reason, the four-day ‘mushai-
ra’ had to be postponed. We will 
announce the new dates later," 
the academy's secretary Nuzhat 
Zainab said.

He, however, did not clari-
fy whether Akhtar would be 
among the guests when the re-
scheduled programme is held.

Jamiat-e-Ulema's state unit 
general secretary Mufti Abdus 
Salam Qasmi said, “Certain re-
cent comments made by Javed 
Akhtar have hurt the senti-
ments of a section of Muslims. 
We are of the view that as a 

minority institution, the West 
Bengal Urdu Academy could in-
vite someone else who had not 
hurt the sentiments of ordinary 
devout Muslims.”

Mufti Shamail Nadvi of the 
Wahyain Foundation said, 
“Javed Akhtar is an erudite 
personality and is immensely 
gifted as a creative fi gure. But 
many of his recent comments 
have hurt the emotions and 
sensibilities of the communi-
ty. As an academy looking af-
ter the well-being and protect-
ing the values and sentiments 
of the Muslim community, the 
Minority Affairs Department 
should have been more careful 
in choosing guests.”

Akhtar, who had in the past 

regularly attended literary 
meets in Kolkata, has time 
and again raised his voice 
against fundamentalism in 
all religions.

Protesting the postponement 
of the event, several Left stu-
dent organisations extended 
an open invitation to Akhtar 
to speak on the role of Urdu in 
Hindi cinema in Delhi.

“On behalf of the representa-
tives of Left student organisa-
tions – SFI, AISF, AISA, AID-
SO, AISB, PSU – we strongly 
condemn the undemocratic 
attack by Islamist fundamen-
talist groups on the West Ben-
gal Urdu Academy... the event 
was shamefully postponed by 
the TMC government after 
opposition from groups like 
Jamiat-Ulema-e-Hind and 
Wahyain Foundation, which 
objected to Akhtar's atheist 
views. Instead of resisting 
such regressive threats, the 
government chose capitula-
tion,” a joint statement said.

“This attack is not just on 
an individual but on secular-
ism, art, culture, intellectual 
freedom and scientifi c temper-
ament... As Left progressive 
students, we refuse to accept 
any compromise with funda-
mentalist forces of any reli-
gion,” it added.

MUSHAKAT-E-MUSHAIRA

Javed Akhtar’s Kolkata ‘mushaira’ postponed
UP Cabinet approves ECMP
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Kolkata, Sept 2: The West 
Bengal government Tuesday 
specifi ed time limits for burn-
ing fi recrackers during the 
forthcoming festival season, 
starting from Durga Puja.

The time limits for burning 
fi recrackers during different 
festival days were specifi ed on 
the fl oor of the West Bengal As-
sembly on the second day of the 
special session of the House, by 
West Bengal Finance Minister 
(Independent charge) and Envi-
ronment Minister Chandrima 
Bhattacharya.

Bhattacharya claimed that 
the state government has fi xed 
the time limits for burning 
fi recrackers on different festi-
val days based on the Centre's 
guidelines.

According to Bhattacharya, 
on the occasions of Kali Puja 

and Diwali, two hours have 
been allotted for burning only 
green fi recrackers, and the time 
limit is between 8 pm and 10 pm

During Chhath Puja, two 
hours have been allotted for 
burning fi recrackers, and the 
time is between 6 a.m. and 8 
a.m. According to Bhattacha-
rya, for both Christmas and 

New Year's Eve, only 40 min-
utes have been allotted for 
burning fi recrackers between 
11.55 pm to 12.35 am.

Violation of these time limits 
would be considered a punish-
able offence. In case anyone has 
any complaint about the noise 
pollution, they would be able 
to report it directly to the state 

government through a dedicat-
ed helpline number, said Bhat-
tacharya.

In January, the Supreme 
Court extended the effect of 
orders passed by the Uttar 
Pradesh and Haryana govern-
ments, imposing a complete 
ban on fi recrackers in areas 
falling under the NCR region.

The Supreme Court had asked 
the Uttar Pradesh and Haryana 
governments to impose a ban on 
fi recrackers in the same terms 
as imposed in Delhi.

In November 2024, after Diwa-
li, the Supreme Court remarked 
that the ban on fi recrackers was 
hardly implemented in the na-
tional capital and pulled up the 
Delhi government. It suggested 
that the premises of sellers of 
fi recrackers should be sealed, 
apart from enforcing a ban on 
importing fi recrackers from 
neighbouring states.

WB fi xes time limit for burning fi recrackers
ON THE OCCASIONS OF KALI PUJA AND DIWALI, TWO HOURS HAVE BEEN ALLOTTED 

FOR BURNING ONLY GREEN FIRECRACKERS, AND THE TIME LIMIT IS BETWEEN 8 PM AND 10 PM

A child immerses an idol of Lord Ganesha during the ‘Ganesh Chaturthi’ festivities, in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh
 PTI PHOTO
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Lucknow, Sept 2: The Ut-
tar Pradesh Cabinet Tues-
day approved a proposal to 
introduce privately oper-
ated electric buses on se-
lect routes in Lucknow and 
Kanpur, in a move aimed at 
improving public transport 
connectivity in and around 
the two cities.

Briefing reporters after 
the Cabinet meeting chaired 
by Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath, Finance Minister 
Suresh Khanna said 15 of the 
16 proposals placed before 
the Cabinet were approved. 
One proposal, belonging to 
the agricultural sector, was 
dropped, he said, without 
elaborating on it.

Energy Minister A K Sharma 
said the electric bus project, 
approved as a pilot initiative, 
will run on a “net cost contract 
model,” where private opera-
tors will bear all operational 
expenses and risks without 
government subsidy. 

“This service will initially 
operate on 10 routes each in 
Lucknow and Kanpur. The gov-
ernment will retain the power 
to fi x fares,” he said.

The project involves a 
12-year contract with private 

operators, who will be selected 
through a tendering process, 
Sharma said. 

“The lowest bidder will be 
chosen, and operators will bear 
all costs, including the pur-
chase of buses, driver and con-
ductor salaries, and charging 
infrastructure,” he added.

Each electric bus will cost 
around Rs 10 crore, excluding 
charging costs, Sharma said.

The identified Luc-
know routes include Char-
bagh-Barabanki, Kamta-Air-
port, Balaganj-Mohanlal-
ganj, Balaganj-Viraj Khand, 
Ghantaghar-Maal police 
station, Scooter India-En-
gineering College, Char-
bagh-Deva, Charbagh-Kursi, 
Durga-Gangaganj, and Ghan-
taghar-Sandila.

In Kanpur, routes include 
Ramadevi-Jahanabad, Fazal-
ganj-Rura, Ghantaghar-Ak-
barpur, Kanpur Railway 
Station-Bindki, Kanpur 
Railway Station-Bithoor, 
Kanpur Railway Sta-
tion-IIT, Kanpur Railway 
Station-Ghatampur, Ghan-
taghar-Moosanagar, and 
Kanpur City-Circular Road.

 Sharma said one electric bus 
will operate initially on each 
route, with plans to scale up 
the service later.

UP unveils e-buses
for Lucknow, Kanpur



Cruise tour-
ism in our 
nation has 

shown unprec-
edented growth 
during the last 
decade. To fur-
ther tap the immense potential 
of cruise tourism in our nation, 
we launched the Cruise Bharat 
Mission last year

SARBANANDA SONOWAL | UNION MINISTER

Who is 
Mahmood 
Madani? 

Is he a God? 
Madani’s brava-
do is only during 
Congress, not 
with the BJP. If he crosses his 
limits, I will put him behind 
bars. I am the CM, not Madani. I 
am not scared of Madani

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM
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national
POLL BODY’S NOTICE
TO PAWAN KHERA 
Poll authorities in Delhi 
have issued a notice to 
Congress leader Pawan 
Khera for allegedly getting 
himself registered in the 
electoral roll of more than 
one constituency

Whenever the country faced any 
crisis, Punjab always stood by 
it -- be it the green revolution 
or the fi ght for freedom. We 
have made maximum sacrifi ces. 
Today, Punjab is in crisis, and I 
hope the country stands by it
BHAGWANT MANN | PUNJAB CM

Be it politics 
or person-
al life, a 

level of decen-
cy should be 
observed. People 
have shown 
them (Congress) what happens 
to the person or the organisa-
tion when all limits are violated

JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA |  UNION MINISTER

Kerala Governor 
moves top court
New Delhi: Kerala Governor 
Rajendra Arlekar Tuesday 
moved the Supreme Court 
seeking the exclusion of 
Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan from the selection 
process of Vice Chancellors 
for the APJ Abdul Kalam 
Technological University and 
the Kerala Digital University.  

Court extends Jyoti’s 
judicial custody 
Hisar: A court here Tuesday 
extended till September 10 the 
judicial custody of YouTuber Jyoti 
Malhotra who was arrested in 
May on suspicion of espionage.  
Her lawyer Kumar Mukesh said 
that Malhotra was produced 
before Judicial Magistrate (First 
Class) Sunil Kumar through 
video conferencing and the 
court sent her to judicial 
custody till September 10.

1st Training Squadron 
of Navy in Seychelles
New Delhi: The ships of 
the First Training Squadron 
(1TS) of the Indian Navy 
-- INS Tir, INS Shardul, and 
CGS Sarathi -- have arrived at 
Port Victoria, Seychelles, as 
part of a long-range training 
deployment in the south-west 
Indian Ocean Region, offi cials 
said Tuesday. 

Bank fraud case: ED 
raids in TN, WB, Goa
New Delhi: The Enforcement 
Directorate Tuesday conducted 
searches in Tamil Nadu, West 
Bengal and Goa as part of a 
money laundering probe against 
a Chennai-based company in 
a ̀ 637 crore bank loan "fraud" 
linked money laundering 
investigation, offi cial sources 
said Locations in Chennai and 
Kanchipuram in Tamil Nadu, 
Kolkata and some premises in 
Goa were raided in the case 
against the entity named Arvind 
Remedies and its promoter 
Arvind B Shah apart from some 
others are being raided under the 
provisions of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 
the sources said.

Kerala set to launch 
Onam celebrations
Thiruvananthapuram: 
Kerala is gearing up for week-
long Onam celebrations, 
with festivities set to begin 
Wednesday evening. Tourism 
Minister P A Muhamed 
Riyas and General Education 
Minister V Sivankutty told 
reporters that Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan will formally 
open the state celebrations 
at 6 pm at Kanakakunnu 
Palace here.

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Prayagraj, Sept 2: The Alla-
habad High Court has raised 
serious concerns over the 
safety and dignity of women 
being trained by male train-
ers in gyms without adequate 
safeguards.

Justice Shekhar Kumar 
Yadav made the observation 
while hearing an appeal fi led 
by gym trainer Nitin Saini 
from Meerut, who has been 
accused of using a caste-based 
slur against a woman client.

The court has fi xed Septem-
ber 8 as the next date of hear-

ing in the case.
The victim, in her statement 

before the trial court, also 
alleged that the accused had 
prepared obscene videos of 
another woman client and had 
been sending such obscene ma-
terial to that woman.

On these allegations, the 
high court said the alleged 

acts may also attract offences 
punishable under Sections 354 
(assault to outrage modesty of 
a woman) and 504 (intention-
al insult to provoke breach of 
peace) of IPC.

In its order dated August 
27, the court observed, “It is a 
matter of serious concern that 
presently male gym trainers 

are imparting training to fe-
male clients without adequate 
safeguards to ensure their safe-
ty and dignity.”

“Considering the aforesaid 
circumstances, the Investigat-
ing Offi cer of Police Station 
Brahmpuri, Meerut is direct-
ed to fi le a personal affi davit 
indicating that whether the 
gym operated by the appellant 
was duly registered under the 
law. Whether the appellant 
has been arrested in connec-
tion with the present case or 
not, and whether in the gym, 
trainers are female or not,” the 
court said.

Men training women at gyms is a ‘serious concern’: HC
Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav made the 

observation while hearing an appeal fi led 
by gym trainer Nitin Saini from Meerut, 

who has been accused of using a  
caste-based slur against a woman client
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New Delhi, Sept 2: The Delhi 
High Court Tuesday denied bail 
to activists Umar Khalid, Shar-
jeel Imam and seven others 
facing prosecution in a UAPA 
case linked to the alleged con-
spiracy behind the February 
2020 riots.

A bench of Justices Navin 
Chawla and Shalinder Kaur 
pronounced the order on the 
bail pleas of Khalid, Imam, 
Mohd Saleem Khan, Shifa Ur 
Rehman, Athar Khan, Meeran 
Haider, Abdul Khalid Saifi , 
Gulfi sha Fatima and Shadab 
Ahmed.

“All the appeals are dis-
missed,” the bench held Tues-
day after reserving its order 
July 9. A detailed order is 
awaited.

The accused persons have 
been in jail since 2020 and they 
moved the high court against 
a trial court order dismissing 
their bail pleas.

The prosecution had op-
posed the bail pleas saying 
it was not a case of sponta-
neous riots but a case where 
riots were “planned well in 
advance” with a “sinister mo-
tive” and “well-thought-out 
conspiracy”.

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, representing the pros-
ecution, then contended it was 
a conspiracy to defame India 
on a global level and mere long 
incarceration was no ground 
for bail.

His speeches and WhatsApp 
chats never called for any un-
rest, he added.

 Khalid, Imam and sever-
al others were booked under 
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA) and pro-
visions of IPC for allegedly 
being the "masterminds" 
of the February 2020 riots, 
which left 53 people dead and 
over 700 injured.

The violence erupted during 
the protests against the CAA 
and NRC.

Imam was arrested in the 
case August 25, 2020. While 
challenging the trial court 
orders refusing bail, Imam, 
Khalid and others cited their 
long incarceration and parity 
with other co-accused who 
were granted bail.

2020 DELHI RIOTS

Khalid, Sharjeel 
Imam denied bail

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann during a visit at fl ood-hit Ferozepur    PTI PHOTO
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Mumbai, Sept 2: Activist 
Manoj Jarange Tuesday eve-
ning ended his fi ve-day-old 
fast after the Maharashtra gov-
ernment accepted most of his 
demands, including granting 
eligible Marathas Kunbi caste 
certifi cates which will make 
them eligible for reservation 
benefi ts available to OBCs.

Jarange accepted a glass of 
fruit juice offered by senior 
BJP minister Radhakrishna 
Vikhe Patil, who heads the cab-
inet sub-committee on Maratha 
reservation, and other mem-
bers of the panel at south Mum-
bai's Azad Maidan, the site of 
his agitation since August 29, 
marking the end of his fast.

The 43-year-old activist was 
in tears after breaking the fast 
as his supporters cheered at 
the protest site, while Mum-
baikars, who faced hardship 
during the agitation, heaved a 
big sigh of relief.

He later left Azad Maidan 
in an ambulance for medical 
check-up.

Before ending his hunger 
strike, Jarange declared victo-
ry after a delegation of senior 
minister, including Vikhe Pa-
til, met him at the protest site 
and conveyed acceptance of 
his demands, including giving 
Kunbi caste certifi cates to eli-
gible Marathas.

The announcement of victo-
ry triggered wild celebrations 
among his supporters.

Jarange had earlier demand-
ed that Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis and his two dep-
uties -- Eknath Shinde and Ajit 
Pawar -- come to Azad Maidan 
for him to break his fast.

Vikhe Patil told the activist 

said all three are out of Mumbai 
and appealed to him to break 
his fast.

The activist warned against 
the BJP-led government reneg-
ing on its promises.

"I warn Vikhe Patil if there 
is any attempt to deceive us 
on implementation of the 
Government Resolution (GR) 
on implementation of the Hy-
derabad gazette, in which a 
three-member committee will 
be set up at village level, and 
promises like providing jobs 
to the kin of Maratha activists 
who lost their lives in protests, 
withdrawal of cases against 
protesters, we will not keep qui-
et. I will come to Vikhe's home 
and sit there till I die,' Jarange 
cautioned.

Talking to reporters in Nag-
pur, Fadnavis hailed Jarange's 
move to call off his fast and 
asserted his government has 
found a solution in the inter-
est of the Maratha community.

The CM said the government 
told protesters caste certifi cate 
can be given to individuals and 
not the community.

"My objective was to give 
justice to the Maratha com-
munity. My government was 
always focused on the welfare 
of Marathas and I will continue 
to work for all communities in 
Maharashtra, be it Marathas or 
OBCs," Fadnavis said.

Hours earlier, the govern-
ment issued a resolution on 
the Hyderabad gazetteer and 
announced the formation of a 
village-level committees to fa-
cilitate the issuance of Kunbi 
caste certifi cates to Marathas 
who are able to produce docu-
mentary evidence recognising 
them as Kunbis in the past.

The government resolution 

(GR) was issued by the social 
justice and special assistance 
department. It stated, "In ac-
cordance with the historical 
references contained in the Hy-
derabad gazetteer, a dedicated 
scrutiny process shall be con-
ducted to verify documents and 
establish eligibility of persons 
from the Maratha community 
for Kunbi caste certifi cates. 
The committee shall ensure 
that every claim is assessed in 
a time-bound and transparent 
manner."

The panel will include gram 
sevak, talathi (revenue offi cial), 
and assistant agriculture offi -
cer as members. These offi cials 
will verify the documentary 
claims of applicants from the 
Maratha community and sub-
mit their fi ndings to the com-
petent authority, said the GR.

"The intention of the govern-
ment is to provide Kunbi caste 
certifi cation to all Maratha 
claimants who can demonstrate 
their lineage through offi cial 
documents, thereby enabling 
them to avail of reservation 
benefi ts lawfully," it said.

The GR directed that persons 
from the Maratha community 
who or whose ancestors held 
agricultural land prior to No-
vember 21, 1961, or earlier, 
must produce evidence such 
as old land records or extracts 
from relevant registers. Based 
on these records, the designat-
ed committee would conduct 
local enquiries and certify the 
claimants accordingly.
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New Delhi, Sept 2: Several 
MPs at a parliamentary meet-
ing Tuesday fl agged the issue 
of poor telecom connectivity 
in rural and remote areas, es-
pecially by private operators, 
stating that public-run BSNL 
fares better in these regions 
despite lacking the advanced 
infrastructure of its private 
sector rivals, sources said.

Top offi cials from the Depart-
ment of Telecommunications 
and service providers like Air-
tel, Jio and BSNL appeared be-
fore the Public Accounts Com-
mittee, headed by Congress MP 
K C Venugopal, as the 
panel grilled private 
operators.

Sources said 
the panel has 
asked for a 
report on dif-
ferent tele-
com service 
providers' 
coverage and 
enhancement 
in infrastruc-
ture like new 
towers.

They said many 
MPs were of the view that 
private operators provide defi -
cient services in rural, remote 
and border areas besides the 
northeast region. BSNL despite 
lacking the modern infra com-
pared to its private counter-
parts does better, they added.

The PAC's meeting agenda 
was to discuss a CAG audit 
report on "revenue sharing by 
telecom service providers with 
government. After the meeting, 
Venugopal said, "We thorough-
ly discussed the issues related 
to common public grievanc-
es." Noting that the CAG had 
fl agged the loss of revenue due 
to the Department of Telecom-

munications (DoT) in litiga-
tion, the committee asked it to 
submit a report on the details 
of its legal cases.

Sources said MPs also asked 
the department about the ongo-
ing exercise to connect all vil-
lage panchayats with optical fi -
bre network and were told thay 
its third phase is currently on.

The committee asked the de-
partment to share the details of 
goals attained in the fi rst two 
phases, sources said.

Citing a case study, commit-
tee members noted that the 
Department of Telecommu-
nications (DoT), which was 
represented by its secretary 

Neeraj Mittal, lost the 
chance to levy `577.26 

crore against ser-
vice providers 

and quizzed 
offi cials on 
the reasons 
for such a 
"staggering 
difference" 
between pro-

visional and 
fi nal assess-

ment, the sourc-
es said. The audit 

report had fl agged un-
derassessment of revenue 

worth 2463,67 crore, which the 
department is in process of re-
covering from various operators. 
Offi cials told the committee 
that the DoT revenue, includ-
ing licence fee plus spectrum 
usage charges, has grown at 
a compound annual growth 
rate of 9.39 per cent since 2020-
21, rising to `30,261 crore from 
`21,133 crore. They also pointed 
out that a host of policy initia-
tives have helped the BSNL turn 
a net profi t. A source said that 
most MPs were of the view that 
public sector operators needed 
to expand and boost its infra 
and services.

PAC slams pvt telcos 
for weak connectivity
in rural, remote areas

Jarange calls off Maratha 
stir after Maha issues GR

HC grants activist 
time till Wednesday 
to leave Azad Maidan
Mumbai: The Bombay High Court 
has allowed Manoj Jarange to stay 
at Azad Maidan, the ground zero 
of his hunger strike, till September 
3 morning after initially direct-
ing the Maratha quota leader and 
protesters to vacate the venue by 
3 PM Tuesday. Noting that it was 
extremely unhappy with the state 
government, the high court asked 
why the administration didn't 
implement its orders and initiated 
steps to forcibly vacate the area.  
If the situation does not improve 
by Wednesday, the HC would be 
constrained to pass an order, and 
it would go to any extent to uphold 
the majesty of law. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyderabad, Sept 2: A day after 
she triggered a storm in BRS by 
accusing her cousins and par-
ty leaders T Harish Rao and J 
Santosh Kumar of tarnishing 
her father KCR's image over 
the Kaleshwaram project, MLC 
K Kavitha was suspended from 
the BRS Tuesday.

BRS president K Chan-
drasekhar Rao has decided to 
suspend Kavitha with imme-
diate effect, party General Sec-
retaries T Ravinder Rao and 
Soma Bharat Kumar said in a 
communication to the media.

Kavitha’s behaviour in re-
cent times and her anti-party 
activities are hurting the BRS. 
The leadership has taken seri-
ous note of it, it said. 

Reacting to the Congress 
government announcing a CBI 
probe into the alleged irregu-
larities in the Kaleshwaram 
project built during the previ-
ous BRS regime, Kavitha on 
September 1 said some who are 
close to KCR have benefi ted in 
many ways by making use of 
his name and he was getting 
defamed because of their “mis-
deeds”. She had alleged that 
Harish Rao and Santosh Kumar 
were responsible for KCR get-
ting the taint of corruption in 
the Kaleshwaram project issue. 
While KCR focused on helping 
people, they sought to increase 
their wealth through clandes-
tine dealings with contractors, 
she had alleged.

Sources 
said the panel 

has asked for a 
report on different 

telecom service 
providers’ coverage 
and enhancement in 

infrastructure like 
new towers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, Sept 2: In his fi rst re-
action to the alleged abuses 
hurled at his mother during the 
‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’ in Bihar, 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di Tuesday said he was “deeply 
pained’ by the incident, but as-
serted that while he might for-
give the RJD and the Congress, 
“the people of Bihar will never 
pardon them”.

Taking a dig at the Opposition 
parties over the recent incident 
in Darbhanga, he said using ex-
pletives against his mother was 
no big deal for those who insult 
‘Mother India’.

“My late mother had nothing 
to do with politics, so what was 
her fault; why was she abused?” 
he said, with his voice choking 
with emotion.

“I may forgive them for once, 
but the people of this country 
have never brooked any insult 
to one’s mother... it is now the 
duty of every son of Bihar to 
hold the RJD-Congress combine 
accountable for their conduct. In 
every town and street, wherever 
their leaders go, they must get 
the message loud and clear that 
insult to mothers and sisters will 
not be tolerated,” the PM said.

“Mothers and sisters must 
also come out on the 

streets to demand an expla-
nation from the RJD-Congress 
combine for the reprehensible 
occurrence and tell them that 
this would not be tolerated. 
This attitude of holding wom-
en in contempt must be reined 
in,” he added.

Modi breaks silence 
on ‘abuses’ at mother

K Kavitha suspended 
from BRS by KCR
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national
S’PORE PM WONG ARRIVES 
ON THREE-DAY INDIA VISIT
Five agreements providing for boosting ties in sectors 
such as shipping, civil aviation and space will be inked 
between India and Singapore during Singaporean Prime 
Minister Lawrence Wong’s three-day trip to New Delhi 
that began Tuesday.  Authoritative sources said the 
overall focus of Wong’s fi rst visit to India as the prime 
minister will be to further explore ways to expand two-
way economic engagement based on the foundational 
complementarities between the two sides

I welcome the commence-
ment of manufacturing 
operations at Teknodome 
and Texana facilities in the 
Kopparthy Mega Industrial 
Hub, marking a signifi cant 
milestone for Kadapa district
JAGAN MOHAN REDDY | YSRCP CHIEF 

India warns Pakistan of 
likely flooding in Sutlej
New Delhi: India has warned 
Pakistan about the “high 
probability” of fl ooding in the 
Sutlej river, with incessant 
rainfall in the northern states 
forcing the release of excess 
water from major dams, 
sources said Tuesday.  The 
alerts were routed to Islamabad 
through the Ministry of External 
Affairs on “humanitarian 
grounds”, they said. 

Modi likely to visit 
Mizoram, Manipur
Aizawl: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is likely to 
visit Mizoram and Manipur 
September 13, offi cials in 
Aizawl said. PM Modi will fi rst 
visit Mizoram to inaugurate 
the new Bairabi-Sairang 
railway. Multiple offi cials of the 
Mizoram government said they 
have received information that 
from Aizawl, the PM will fl y to 
Manipur, his fi rst visit since the 
ethnic violence broke out in the 
state in May 2023.

Joint anti-terror drills 
by India, Thai troops
Umroi (Meghalaya): The 
14th edition of the India-
Thailand joint military exercise, 
‘Maitree-XIV’, focusing on 
counter-terrorist operations 
in semi-urban terrain, began 
here Tuesday. The Indian Army 
contingent, comprising 120 
personnel, is being represented 
by a battalion of the Madras 
Regiment, while the Royal Thai 
Army is represented by 53 
personnel from its 1st Infantry 
Battalion, 14th Infantry Brigade.

16 Naxals held 
in Chhattisgarh
Bijapur: As many as 16 
Naxalites, including three women, 
were arrested from separate 
locations in Bijapur district of 
Chhattisgarh, police said Tuesday. 
They were planning to plant 
explosives in various areas to 
target security forces, an offi cer 
said. Security personnel seized a 
tiffi n bomb and a pressure cooker 
bomb, an improvised explosive 
device (IED), and other items from 
the Naxals who were arrested 
from Jangla, Gangaloor, and 
Basaguda police station areas, an 
offi cer said.

Deepak Mittal India’s
next envoy to UAE
New Delhi: Seasoned diplomat 
Deepak Mittal was Tuesday 
appointed as India’s next 
ambassador to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). Mittal, 
a 1998-batch Indian Foreign 
Service offi cer, is currently 
serving as an additional 
secretary at the Prime 
Minister’s Offi ce.

Today is a 
special day 
when the 

GBA’s fi ve corpo-
rations with the 
name Bengaluru 
have come into 
being

D K SHIVAKUMAR | K’TAKA DEPUTY CM

With six 
existing ports 
and four more 

planned, Andhra 
Pradesh has added 
advantages. The 
state government 
aspires to build a port every 50 
km along its 1,000 km coastline, 
including multiple fi shing harbours

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU | 
ANDHRA PRADESH CM

All Members 
of Parliament 
and MLAs 

of the Aam Aadmi 
Party -- from Delhi, 
Gujarat, Kashmir, 
Goa and across the 
country -- are donating their one 
month’s salary to the Punjab CM’s 
Relief Fund to support fl ood-af-
fected families. Today, the entire 
nation is with Punjab

ARVIND KEJRIWAL  | AAP NATIONAL CONVENER

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 2: Northeast 
India’s Aizawl, East Khasi 
Hills, Papumpare, Kamrup Ur-
ban, and Mizoram consistently 
recorded the highest rates of 
cancer between 2015 and 2019, 
according to a study.

The cross-sectional study 
used data from 43 popula-
tion-based cancer registries 
(PBCRs) across India.

Between January 1, 2015, and 
December 31, 2019, as many as 
7.08 lakh cancer cases and 2.06 
lakh deaths were reported from 
43 PBCRs across India. Women 
accounted for a higher propor-
tion of cancer cases, and men 
for deaths due to it.

Women comprised 51.1 per 
cent of the total cancer cases 
and 45 per cent of the deaths. 
Men, on the other hand, ac-
counted for 48.9 per cent of the 
disease incidents and 55 per 
cent of the deaths due to it.

The study obtained popula-
tion-at-risk data from the Cen-

sus of India, and the fi ndings 
were assessed by registry area.

According to the study, the 
lifetime risk of developing can-
cer in India was 11.0 per cent.

However, in Mizoram, the re-
ported lifetime risk was a stag-
gering 21.1 per cent in males 
and 18.9 per cent in females. 
Aizawl district reported the 

highest age-adjusted incidence 
rate (AAIR) in both males and 
females.

The most common types of 
cancers were oral, lung, and 
prostate in males and breast, 
cervical, and ovarian in fe-
males, the study found.

Among metropolitan cities 
-- with a population of over 1 

million-- Delhi had the highest 
overall cancer AAIR for males, 
while Srinagar recorded the 
highest AAIR for lung cancer.

Oral cancer showed signif-
icant increases in 14 PBCRs 
among males and four PBCRs 
among females.

The analysis revealed a dis-
tinct pattern in the leading can-
cer sites across India. Among 
males, lung cancer emerged as 
the most frequently diagnosed 
form of the disease in the south-
ern regions and metropolitan 
cities, including Visakhapa-
tnam, Bengaluru, Malabar, 
Kollam, Thiruvananthapuram, 
Chennai, and Delhi.

A previous study had found 
that patients in India tend to 
present with lung cancer about 
a decade earlier than those in 
Western populations, with a 
median age ranging from 54 to 
70 years.

Additionally, half of the pa-
tients were diagnosed with 
advanced-stage disease. A sys-
tematic review and meta-anal-

ysis on tobacco use revealed a 
signifi cantly higher risk of re-
spiratory system cancers.

Mouth cancer is the pre-
dominant form of cancer in 
western (Ahmedabad Urban, 
Bhopal, Nagpur, and Wardha), 
central (Barshi Rural, Mumbai, 
Aurangabad, Osmanabad and 
Beed, Pune, Sindhudurg, and 
Ratnagiri), and certain north-
ern (Prayagraj and Varanasi) 
regions, the study found.

It underlined that since 
tobacco and alcohol use are 
major risk factors, it is vital 
to promote widespread educa-
tion about their harmful effects. 
Furthermore, quitline services 
and the implementation of ear-
ly detection programs are criti-
cal for effective prevention and 
control.

In India, breast, cervical, and 
ovarian cancers have been con-
sistently ranked among the top 
three most common forms of 
cancers in women, with dispar-
ities observed in survival rates 
for breast and cervical cancers.

Cancer incidence highest in northeast India: Study
GLOBALLY, CANCER CONTRIBUTES 
TO APPROXIMATELY 10 MILLION 

DEATHS EACH YEAR

IN 2022, THE GLOBAL CANCER 
OBSERVATORY (GCO) PEGGED THE 
TOTAL NUMBER OF CANCER CASES 
WORLDWIDE AT APPROXIMATELY 

20.0 MILLION AND PROJECTED 
THESE TO INCREASE TO 32.6 

MILLION BY 2045

INDIA RANKS SECOND IN ASIA AND 
THIRD IN THE WORLD IN TERMS 

OF THE NUMBER OF CANCER 
CASES, AND THE LIKELIHOOD OF 

DEVELOPING CANCER DURING 
ONE'S LIFETIME 

IS APPROXIMATELY 11%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 2: Commerce 
and Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal  Tuesday expressed hope 
that India will conclude the pro-
posed bilateral trade agreement 
(BTA) with the US by the fall or 
November this year.

He said that “a little bit” of 
geopolitical issues overtook 
the trade matters in the nego-
tiations for the pact between 
the two countries.

“I do hope that things will 
get back on track soon and we 
will conclude a bilateral trade 
agreement by the fall, Novem-
ber or so, as was discussed by 
our two leaders in February,” 
Goyal said at the Annual Glob-
al Investor Conference 2025 in 
Mumbai.

In his virtual address, he said 
there is an excitement across 
the world to expand trading and 
business relations with India.

India has already inked free 
trade agreements with Austra-
lia, the UAE, Mauritius, the UK 
and the four European nations 
bloc EFTA, he said.

“Lots happen, lots more to 
go...With the US, we are in dia-
logue with them on a BTA,” the 
minister said earlier in the day 
at an industry chamber event 
on sustainability.

India and the US have been 
negotiating the pact since 
March. So far, fi ve rounds of 
talks have been completed.

A US team was scheduled to 
visit India from August 25 to 
hold the next round of talks. 
However, the US team deferred 
the visit following the imposi-
tion of a 50 per cent duty on 

Indian goods from August 27.
So far, no new dates have 

been fi nalised for the sixth 
round of negotiations.

India and the US have 
planned to conclude the fi rst 
phase of BTA by the fall this 
year with an aim to more than 
double bilateral trade in goods 
and services to USD 500 billion 
by 2030 from the current USD 
191 billion.

Amid tensions between India 
and the US, Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent said that at the 
end of the day, the two great 
countries will get this solved. 
Delhi’s values are much closer 
to ours and to China’s than to 
Russia’s.

Bessent, in an interview 
with Fox News, also termed the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation (SCO) as being largely 
performative.

His remarks came after the 
annual summit of the SCO 
took place in the Chinese port 
city of Tianjin on Sunday and 
Monday.

“I think at the end of the 
day, India is the most popu-

lous democracy in the world. 
Their values are much closer 
to ours and to China’s than to 
Russia’s.”

“I think at the end of the 
day, two great countries (In-
dia and the US) will get this 
solved. But the Indians have 
not been great actors in terms 
of buying Russian oil and then 
reselling it, fi nancing the Rus-
sian war effort in Ukraine,” he 
claimed.

India has defended its pur-
chase of Russian crude oil, 
maintaining that its energy 
procurement is driven by na-
tional interest and market dy-
namics.

Bessent’s comments came in 
response to questions about the 
status of the India-US relation-
ship amid the Trump admin-
istration’s 50 per cent tariffs 
on India over its purchases of 
Russian oil.

India has termed the tariffs 
imposed on it as unjustifi ed and 
unreasonable.

Goyal also said that this is an 
uncertain time with full volatil-
ity around the world.

‘India-US trade deal 
likely by Nov or so’

Kolkata cops stop
military truck for 
reckless driving
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New Delhi, Sept 2: Unre-
lenting rains piled misery on 
north India, reeling under se-
rial cloudbursts and fl oods for 
the past few weeks, as swollen 
rivers inundated the plains, 
crippled rails and road traffi c, 
and forced school closures.

And there is no respite in 
sight. Under the threat of more 
rain that can trigger yet anoth-
er series of disasters, pilgrimag-
es to many Himalayan shrines 
have been suspended. People 
have been asked to maintain 
extreme caution.

In the east, a fresh 
low-pressure area over the 
Bay of Bengal dumped copi-
ous amounts of rain in Odis-
ha. It is likely to bring heavy 
showers in the state, the An-
damans and south Bengal 
over the next few days.

The National Capital Region 
remained drenched for a sec-
ond consecutive day, as heavy 
showers, unusual for the region 
this time of the year, upended 
normal life.

Gurugram grappled with 
waterlogging, with traffi c 
coming to a standstill. Several 
city roads and underpasses re-
mained inundated while villag-
es came under water when the 
Aravali dam near the Kadarpur 

village in the city’s Sector 63 A 
area got severely damaged.

In adjoining Delhi, people liv-
ing in the Yamuna fl oodplains 
moved hearth and home as the 
water of the river inundated 
their dwellings. The city’s pri-
mary weather station recorded 
37.8 mm of rainfall.

The Yamuna, fl owing at spate 
as Wazirabad and Hathnikund 
barrages kept releasing high 
volumes of water, crossed the 
danger mark in Delhi to reach 
206.03 metres at 4 pm. The Old 
Railway Bridge has been shut 
for traffi c.

An offi cial from the Central 
Flood Control Room warned 
that the water level is likely to 
rise further, even as Delhi Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta urged 
people not to panic while as-
suring them that the situation 
was under control. The govern-
ment is prepared to deal with 
any eventuality, she said.

The situation in Punjab, 
battling its worst fl oods since 
1988, remained precarious as 
the Sutlej, Beas and Ravi riv-
ers and seasonal rivulets re-
mained swollen due to heavy 
rains in their upstream. 
Twelve districts have been 
hit by the floods that have 
already claimed 29 lives, be-
sides impacting more than 
2.56 lakh people.

North India reels 
under heavy rainfall

INDORE HORROR

Rats bite 2 newborn
babies at hosp; 1 dies

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 2: The Su-
preme Court Tuesday said the 
power of judicial review forms 
part of the basic structure and 
courts cannot decline an an-
swer to constitutional ques-
tions even if the controversy 
was political in nature.

The top court, however, said 
it would only interpret the Con-
stitution while dealing with 
the Presidential reference on 
whether the court could im-
pose timelines for governors 
and President to deal with bills 
passed by state assemblies.

On the sixth day of the hearing 
on the presidential reference, a 
fi ve-judge Constitution bench 
headed by Chief Justice B R Ga-
vai was informed by Tamil Na-
du’s counsel and senior advocate 
Abhishek Singhvi, who said the 
Centre had argued that actions 

of Governor and President were 
immune to judicial review. The 
Centre argued any judicial inter-
vention would destabilise the con-
stitutional balance and it would 
be antithetical to the concept of 
separation of powers, he added.

Referring to the Minerva 
Mills (landmark ruling that 
reinforces basic structure 
doctrine) verdict, the bench 
said, “It emphases that judi-
cial review is part of the basic 
structure… the controversy 
may be political in character 
but so long it raises a constitu-
tional question, the court can’t 
decline to answer it.” The 
bench, also comprising Justices 
Surya Kant, Vikram Nath, P S 
Narasimha and A S Chandur-
kar, asked, “The question is 
whether a general timeline 
(for governors and President) 
can be given under Article 142 
of the Constitution.”

PREZ REFERENCE

Court can’t refuse to answer 
constitutional question: SC
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Indore, Sept 2: After rats 
gnawed on two newborn babies 
at the government-run Mahara-
ja Yashwantrao Hospital (MYH) 
in Madhya Pradesh’s Indore, 
one of these two infants - a girl - 
died of pneumonia on Tuesday, 
an offi cial said.

Following the incident of rat 
attack, the hospital suspended 
two nursing staffers and re-
moved the nursing superinten-
dent from the post. Also, a fi ne 
of Rs 1 lakh has been imposed 
on a private fi rm tasked with 
cleaning the hospital premises, 
he said.

Rats bit the fi ngers of one 
child in the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) of the department 
related to surgery of newborns, 
while they gnawed the head and 
shoulder of another child in the 
last 48 hours, offi cials earlier 
said.  The incident prompted 
the hospital administration to 
order an investigation. 

After the death of the new-
born girl following the rat 
attack, questions were raised 
at the hospital management, 
but the MYH administration 
claimed that the girl was suf-
fering from various congenital 
deformities and died of ‘pneu-
monia infection’. 

MYH is counted among the 
biggest government hospitals 
in the state. This hospital is 
affi liated to the Government 
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial 
Medical College of Indore.

Talking to PTI, the college’s 
dean Dr Arvind Ghanghoria 
said one of the two newborns 
who were affected by the rat 
bite died. The unidentifi ed girl, 
who was suffering from sever-
al congenital defects, was found 
abandoned in Khargone district 
and was sent to the MYH for 
treatment, he said.

KOLKATA: Kolkata Police Tuesday 
intercepted a military truck for 
alleged reckless driving, a day 
after the army dismantled a 
stage erected by the ruling TMC 
to protest alleged atrocities 
on Bengali-speaking migrant 
workers in BJP-ruled states.  A 
case of dangerous driving was 
fi led against the army personnel 
driving the truck, a senior offi cer 
of Kolkata Traffi c Police said. The 
incident took place around 11 am 
in front of the Writers’ Buildings, 
the previous state secretariat. “The 
vehicle was moving at such a high 
speed that it could have led to a 
major accident while negotiating a 
turn. Kolkata Police commissioner 
Manoj Verma’s vehicle was behind 
the truck,” the offi cer said. A CCTV 
footage released by Kolkata Police, 
capturing the sequence of events 
leading to the moment when traffi c 
offi cials stopped the truck, showed 
the army vehicle slowing down 
at the Writers’ Buildings traffi c 
signal on the left fl ank of BBD Bag 
North Road, from where it made 
a sudden attempt to swerve right 
towards the south.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, September 2: 
More than 400 glacial lakes 
within India are showing wor-
rying expansion trends and 
demand vigorous monitoring 
for disaster purposes, the Cen-
tral Water Commission (CWC) 
has revealed in its latest moni-
toring report.

In the monthly monitoring 
report of Glacial Lakes and 
Water Bodies for June 2025 
which was recently made pub-
lic, the CWC said 432 glacial 
lakes spread across Ladakh, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Him-
achal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh 
have been fl agged for vigorous 
monitoring because of their po-
tential to unleash sudden and 
destructive fl oods.

“432 Glacial Lakes (out of 
681) located within India as per 
Glacial Lake Atlas 2023 display 
increase in water spread area 
during the month of June 2025, 
and hence demand vigorous 
monitoring for disaster pur-

pose,” the report said.
The fi ndings come in the 

backdrop of widespread fl ood-
ing across the country. At least 
seven people died in Himachal 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand in 
landslides triggered by heavy 
rainfall, while Punjab, already 
reeling under fl oods, received 
another spell of torrential rain 
on Monday, disrupting normal 
life and forcing the closure of 
all schools and colleges.

In Jammu and Kashmir, 
amid persistent downpours in 
Katra, the Mata Vaishno Devi 
pilgrimage remained suspend-

ed for the seventh consecutive 
day, after a landslide on the ya-
tra route claimed 34 lives last 
Tuesday.

According to the CWC re-
port, the total glacial lake area 
in India has grown by over 30 
per cent since 2011 -- rising from 
1,917 hectares to 2,508 hectares.

“The total Inventory area 
of Glacial Lakes within India 
was 1,917 Ha during the year 
2011 which has increased to 
2,508 Ha during the year 2025 
(June). There is a 30.83% in-
crease in area. (Out of 100GLs, 
only 55 GLs were considered 

for this interpretation. The re-
maining lakes include 40 SDC 
lakes which have no inventory 
details as well as lakes which 
were not analysed/have been 
merged during the month of 
June, 2025.),” the report said.

Arunachal Pradesh accounts 
for the highest number of ex-
panding lakes (197), followed by 
Ladakh (120), Jammu and Kash-
mir (57), Sikkim (47), Himachal 
Pradesh (6) and Uttarakhand 
(5).Overall, the Himalayan  
region saw 1,435 glacial lakes 
expand in June 2025.

“Out of 2843 GLs & WBs 
monitored, 1435 show increase 
in area, 1008 show decrease in 
area, 108 show no change in ar-
ea and 292 were not able to be 
analysed from remote sensing 
data, during the month of June 
2025,” the report said.

Stressing the need for ur-
gent preparedness, the CWC 
recommended the installation 
of real-time monitoring sys-
tems, satellite-based alerts and 
early-warning mechanisms for 
downstream communities.

400+ Himalayan glacial lakes expanding: CWC
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VIETNAM NATIONAL DAY
Vietnam marked its National Day Tuesday 
with its largest military parade in decades, 
as thousands packed the streets of the capital, 
Hanoi, after many camped overnight to 
witness the grand display marking 80 years 
of independence. The parade unfolded at Ba 
Dinh Square, the site where revolutionary 
leader Ho Chi Minh declared independence 
from French colonial rule Sept. 2, 1945.

I think at the end of 
the day, two great 

countries (India and the US) 
will get this solved. But the 
Indians have not been great 
actors in terms of buying 
Russian oil and then reselling 
it, fi nancing the Russian war 
effort in Ukraine 
SCOTT BESSENT | 
US TREASURY SECRETARY

French actor to 
face trial for rape
Paris: French movie star 
Gérard Depardieu was 
summoned to trial before 
a criminal court in Paris 
over allegations of rape and 
sexual assault against actor 
Charlotte Arnould. “I feel 
relieved,” Arnould wrote on 
Instagram Tuesday after 
receiving the investigating 
judge's indictment order. 
“The order restores a form 
of judicial truth. I think I'm 
having trouble realising 
how huge this is.” Arnould's 
lawyer, Carine Durrieu-
Diebolt, was not immediately 
available for comment. She 
told Franceinfo media she 
was “extremely satisfi ed” 
and described the decision 
as a “moment of judicial 
truth in this case.” The case 
dates back to 2018, when 
prosecutors in Paris opened 
a preliminary investigation 
after Arnould accused 
Depardieu of raping her at 
his home.  “The acts of rape 
and sexual assault have been 
acknowledged,” Arnould 
said. “Now, we await the 
next steps.” Prosecutors 
submitted a request last year 
for the case to proceed to 
trial. Depardieu was convicted 
earlier this year of sexually 
assaulting two women on 
a fi lm set and received an 
18-month suspended prison 
sentence in a case that was 
widely seen as a post-#MeToo 
test for the country's fi lm 
industry.

Burkina Faso bans 
homosexuality 
Ouagadougou: Burkina Faso's 
parliament has passed a 
law banning homosexuality 
with offenders facing two 
to fi ve years in prison, the 
state broadcaster reported 
late Monday. The amended 
family code was approved by 
the parliament Monday in an 
unanimous vote that puts the 
code into effect more than 
a year after it was approved 
by the military government 
of Capt. Ibrahim Traore. 
Burkina Faso joins the list 
of more than half of Africa's 
54 countries that have laws 
banning homosexuality 
with the penalties ranging 
from several years in prison 
to the death penalty. The 
laws, though criticised 
abroad, enjoy popularity in 
the countries where locals 
and offi cials have criticised 
homosexuality as behaviour 
imported from abroad and 
not a sexual orientation. The 
new law goes into effect 
immediately with individuals 
in same-sex relationships 
risking prison sentences as 
well as fi nes, Justice Minister 
Edasso Rodrigue Bayala said 
during a briefi ng broadcast 
by the state TV. He described 
homosexual acts as “bizarre 
behaviour.”

The 
self-righteous 
European 

countries that are 
being manipulated 
by Hamas — at the 
end they'll discov-
er terrorism on their own fl esh

ITAMAR BEN GVIR |  ISRAEL'S 
NATIONAL SECURITY MINISTER

The threat 
from the 
Russians is 

increasing every 
day. Let's not be 
naive about it: this 
might also involve 
one day Luxembourg, it might 
come to the Netherlands

MARK RUTTE  | SECRETARY GENERAL OF NATO

The West 
has spent de-
cades trying 

to wean India away 
from its Cold War 
attachment to So-
viet Union Russia, 
and cautioning India on the threat 
posed by China. Donald Trump has 
shredded decades of efforts with 
his disastrous tariff policy 

JOHN BOLTON | FORMER US 
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Beijing, Sept 2: China's Pres-
ident Xi Jinping convened 
his Russian and North Ko-
rean counterparts in Beijing 
for the fi rst time Tuesday, a 
show of solidarity with coun-
tries shunned by the West over 
their role in Europe's worst 
war in 80 years.

Xi hosted Vladimir Putin for 
talks at the Great Hall of the 
People and then at his person-
al residence, calling him his 
"old friend".

A few hours later, Kim Jong 
Un's armoured train was spot-
ted by a Reuters witness ar-
riving in the Chinese capital. 
North Korean state media con-
fi rmed Kim's arrival, saying 
he was greeted by Chinese of-
fi cials including foreign minis-
ter Wang Yi and expressed his 
thanks to Xi for his hospitality.

The three are set to take cen-
tre stage at a massive military 
parade  Wednesday, where the 
Chinese president will fl aunt 
his vision for a new global or-
der as US President Donald 
Trump's "America First" pol-
icies strain Western alliances.

Beyond the pomp, analysts 
are watching whether the trio 
may signal closer defence re-
lations following a pact signed 

by Russia and North Korea in 
June 2024, and a similar al-
liance between Beijing and 
Pyongyang, an outcome that 
may alter the military calcu-
lus in the Asia-Pacifi c region.

It would also be a blow for 
Trump, who has talked up his 
close relations with Putin, Xi 
and Kim and touted his peace-
making credentials as Russia's 
three-and-a-half-year war with 
Ukraine has raged on.

In a thinly veiled swipe at 
this rival across the Pacifi c 
Ocean Monday, Xi told a sum-
mit of more than 20 leaders of 
non-Western countries: “We 
must continue to take a clear 

stand against hegemonism and 
power politics.”

Xi also held talks  Monday 
with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi of India, whose country 
has been targeted by Trump 
over its purchases of Russian 
oil seen as helping fi nance Pu-
tin's war effort.

Trump's Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent called the 
summit “performative” and 
accused China and India, the 
biggest buyers of Russian 
crude, of being “bad actors” 
by fuelling Russia's war.

As Putin and Xi met, Rus-
sia's Gazprom and China 
National Petroleum Corpora-

tion signed a deal to increase 
gas supplies and penned an 
agreement on a new pipeline 
that could supply China for 
30 years.

China to showing off its 
weaponry 

Beijing: China's missiles, 
fi ghter jets and other military 
hardware — some on public 
view for the fi rst time — are 
being displayed in a major pa-
rade Wednesday in the nation’s 
capital. Troops will march in 
lockstep by President Xi Jin-
ping, who leads the long-ruling 
Communist Party and heads 
the military as the chairman of 
the Central Military Commis-
sion. Xi will deliver a speech 
at the event, which marks the 
80th anniversary of the end of 
World War II. The audience in-
cludes about two dozen foreign 
leaders from countries seeking 
to improve or maintain rela-
tions with the government in 
Beijing. Much of the weaponry 
and equipment in the parade 
is being shown to the public 
for the fi rst time, Chinese mil-
itary offi cials have said. They 
include land, sea, and air-based 
strategic weapons, advanced 
precision warfare equipment 
and drones. Warplanes and he-
licopters will fl y in formation in 
the skies overhead.
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Jalalabad, Sept 2: An earth-
quake of magnitude 5.5 shook 
southeastern Afghanistan 
Tuesday, sparking fears of fur-
ther damage and destruction 
almost two days after a quake 
of magnitude 6 killed more than 
1,400 people and injured thou-
sands more in the same region.

Tuesday's quake occurred 
at a relatively shallow depth 
of 10 km (6 miles), the same 
as the one that struck at mid-
night on Sunday. That was one 
of Afghanistan's worst quakes 
in years, fl attening houses in 
remote villages. It was unclear 
immediately how much dam-
age Tuesday's new quake had 
caused. The diffi cult terrain has 
badly hindered rescue workers' 
relief efforts in the isolated 
villages of the mountainous 
region.

The death toll from the major 
earthquake in eastern Afghani-
stan passed 1,400 Tuesday, with 
more than 3,000 people injured, 
Zabihullah Mujahid, a Taliban 
government spokesman, said 
on social platform X. 

Rescuers are scrambling in a 
“race against time” to reach the 
mountainous and remote area 
devastated by Sunday's power-
ful 6.0 magnitude earthquake, a 
UN offi cial said, warning of an 
exponential rise in the number 
of casualties.

The quake struck in several 
provinces, causing extensive 
damage. It fl attened villages 
and trapped people under the 
rubble of homes that were con-
structed mostly of mud bricks 
and wood and were unable to 
withstand the shock. Rough ter-
rain is hampering rescue and 
relief efforts.

“We cannot afford to forget 
the people of Afghanistan who 
are facing multiple crises, mul-
tiple shocks, and the resilience 
of the communities has been 
saturated,” said Indrika Rat-
watte, the UN's resident coor-
dinator for Afghanistan.

He urged the international 
community to step forward. 
“These are life and death de-
cisions while we race against 
time to reach people.”

It is the third major earth-
quake since the Taliban seized 
power in 2021, and the latest cri-
sis to beset Afghanistan, which 
is reeling from deep cuts to aid 
funding, a weak economy, and 
millions of people forcibly re-
turned from Iran and Pakistan. 

Ratwatte said that when 
the walls of wooden and mud 
homes collapse, the roof falls 
on to the occupants, causing 
injury or death. While the ar-
ea was low-density, the earth-
quake struck when everybody 
was asleep. 

“If you were to model it based 
on what has happened before, 
clearly there's no question that 
the casualty rate is going to be 
rather exponential,” he said.

The Taliban government, 
which is only recognised by 
Russia, has appealed for as-
sistance from foreign govern-
ments and the humanitarian 
sector.

However, help for Afghani-
stan is in short supply due to 
competing global crises and 
reduced aid budgets in donor 
countries.

There is also opposition to-
ward the Taliban government's 
restrictive policies on Afghan 
girls and women, including a 
ban on them working for non-
governmental organisations. 
Earlier this year, the US gutted 
aid money to Afghanistan, part-
ly due to concerns that money 
was going to the Taliban gov-
ernment.

Kate Carey, who is the depu-
ty head of the UN Offi ce for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs in Afghanistan, said 
more than 420 health facilities 
had closed or were suspended 
due to the “massive reduction” 
in funding, with 80 of them in 
the eastern region, the heart of 
Sunday's quake.

 “The consequence is that 
the remaining facilities are 
overwhelmed, have insuffi -
cient supplies and personnel, 
and are not as close to the af-
fected populations as the more 
local facilities at a time when 
providing emergency trauma 
care is needed in the fi rst 24 
to 72 hours of the earthquake 
response,” said Carey.
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Cairo, Sept 2: A landslide 
wiped out a village in Sudan's 
western region of Darfur, kill-
ing an estimated 1,000 people 
in one of the deadliest natural 
disasters in the African coun-
try's recent history, a rebel 
group controlling the area said 
late Monday.

The tragedy happened Sun-
day in the village of Tarasin 
in Central Darfur's Marrah 
Mountains after days of heavy 
rainfall in late August, the Su-
dan Liberation Movement-Ar-
my said in a statement.

“Initial information in-
dicates the death of all vil-
lage residents, estimated to 
be more than one thousand 
people. Only one person sur-
vived,” the statement read.

The village was “complete-
ly levelled to the ground,” 
the group said, appealing to 
the UN and international aid 
groups for help to recover the 
bodies.

Footage shared by the Mar-
rah Mountains news outlet 
showed a fl attened area be-
tween mountain ranges with 
a group of people searching 
the area. 

The tragedy came as a dev-

astating civil war has engulfed 
Sudan after tensions between 
the country's military and the 
paramilitary Rapid Support 
Forces exploded into open 
fi ghting in April 2023 in the 
capital, Khartoum and else-
where in the country.

Most of the Darfur region, 
including the Marrah Moun-
tains, has become mostly in-
accessible for the UN and aid 
groups given crippling restric-
tions and fi ghting between Su-
dan's military and the RSF.

The Sudan Liberation Move-
ment-Army, centred in the 
Marrah Mountains area, is one 
of multiple rebel groups active 

in the Darfur and Kordofan re-
gions. It hasn't taken sides in 
the war.

The Marrah Mountains 
are a rugged volcanic chain 
extending for 160 kilometres 
southwest of el-Fasher, an epi-
centre of fi ghting between the 
military and the RSF. The area 
has turned into a hub for dis-
placed families fl eeing fi ghting 
in and around el-Fasher.

The confl ict has killed more 
than 40,000 people, forced more 
than 14 millions to fl ee their 
homes and left some families 
eating grass in a desperate 
attempt to survive as famine 
swept parts of the country.

Xi hosts ‘old friend’ Putin, 
Kim in challenge to West

Landslide in Sudan leaves 1,000 dead

Afghanistan quake 
toll crosses 1,400
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Deir al-Balah, Sept 2: Israel 
began mobilising tens of thou-
sands of reservists and repeat-
ed evacuation warnings as part 
of its plan to widen its offen-
sive in Gaza City, which has 
sparked opposition domestical-
ly and condemnation abroad.

The beginning of September 
call-up, announced last month, 
comes as ground and air forces 
press forward and pursue more 
targets in northern and central 
Gaza, striking parts of Zeitoun 
and Shijaiyah — two western 
Gaza City neighbourhoods that 
Israeli forces have repeatedly 
invaded during the nearly 
two-year war against Hamas 
militants.

Zeitoun, once Gaza City's 
largest neighbourhood with 
markets, schools and clinics, 
has been transformed over the 
past month, with streets being 
emptied and buildings reduced 
to rubble as it becomes what Is-
rael’s military last week called 
a “dangerous combat zone”.

Gaza City is Hamas' polit-
ical and military stronghold 
and, according to Israel, still 

home to a vast tunnel network, 
despite multiple incursions 
throughout the war. It's also 
one of the last refuges in north-
ern Gaza, where hundreds of 
thousands of civilians are shel-
tering, facing the twin threats 
of combat and famine.

Israel Tuesday repeated ear-
lier warnings to Palestinians 
who have remained in Gaza 
City, unconvinced that an-
other displacement will keep 
them safe.

Israeli military spokesper-
son Avichay Adraee warned 
that combat operations would 
soon be expanding, and that 
services would be made avail-
able in Muwasi, a makeshift 
tent camp south of Gaza City.

At least 47 people have been 
killed across the Gaza Strip 
since dawn Tuesday, according 
to hospitals.

In Gaza City, Israeli strikes 
killed at least 26 people, who 
arrived at Shifa hospital 
since Tuesday morning, an 
official there told The Asso-
ciated Press.

A strike on a residential 
building in Tel al-Hawa wound-
ed 28 people on Tuesday, ac-

cording to al-Quds Hospital, a 
day after overnight strikes in 
the neighbourhood.

Overnight, a strike on a res-
idential building in the neigh-
bourhood killed 15 people in-
cluding at least 3 children. AP 
journalists saw rescue workers 
pull a bloodied infant alive 
from beneath rubble, then 
placed the dead under white 

sheets — a scene that captured 
the dangers facing Gaza City's 
exhausted residents, uprooted 
time and again and uncertain 
if any place is secure.

“We were sleeping safe and 
sound in our home, and then 
we suddenly woke up to the 
sound of banging and rising 
smoke," Sana Drimli, a wom-
an who lived in the building 

with her family, told the AP. 
“We woke up to see what hap-
pened to us and check in on our 
children and discovered that 
everyone around us is dead.”

Shifa Hospital's morgue con-
fi rmed 15 deaths from the Israe-
li strike, one of several lethal 
strikes on the neigbourhood.

Further south, Nasser Hospi-
tal in Khan Younis and Awda 
Hospital in Nuseirat said they 
received 22 casualties killed by 
Israeli airstrikes and gunfi re 
near distribution sites and in 
a corridor frequented by UN 
convoys.

In recent months, more than 
2,300 aid seekers have been 
killed, according to Gaza's 
Health Ministry.

The toll includes Palestin-
ians who have sought aid in 
areas where UN convoys have 
been overwhelmed by looters 
and desperate crowds, and 
where people have been fatal-
ly shot while heading to sites 
run by the Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation or GHF, an Israe-
li-backed American contractor.

Israel's military and GHF 
didn't immediately respond 
to questions about the latest 

incidents.
At least 60,000 reservists will 

be gradually called up, Israel's 
military said last month. It 
will also extend the service of 
an additional 20,000 reservists 
already serving.

In Israel, with a population 
of less than 10 million, most 
Jewish men complete com-
pulsory military service and 
remain in the reserves for at 
least a decade. But criticism 
over the war in Gaza is grow-
ing. A number of movements 
are organising to encourage 
reservists not to serve, though 
it's unclear how many will re-
fuse the latest call-up.

Reservists protested the 
call-up in Tel Aviv Tuesday, 
questioning whether the offen-
sive was a political move and 
whether it would push Israel 
toward its goals of crippling 
Hamas' military capabilities 
in Gaza.

Refusing to show up for re-
serve duty is an offense that 
can merit prison time, though 
only a handful of reserve sol-
diers who have refused to serve 
have been put in military pris-
on over the course of the war.

Gaza City offensive: Israel starts calling up reservists
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Chicago, Sept 2: Eight people 
were killed and 50 others were 
wounded in dozens of shootings 
in Chicago over the Labour Day 
weekend, according to police.

Between Friday night and 
Monday night, a total of 58 
people were shot in 37 sepa-
rate shootings in the nation’s 
third-largest city, according to 
preliminary information from 
police. Most involved one vic-
tim, but multiple people were 
injured in three of the shoot-
ings. Most victims were in good 
or fair condition, but several 
were listed in serious or crit-
ical condition. In a handful of 
cases, police said a person of 
interest was being questioned, 
but in most, no suspect was in 
custody. Over Labour Day week-
end last year, seven people were 
killed, six of them by gunfi re, and 
more than 20 others were wound-
ed in shootings over the holiday 
weekend, police said. The number 
of shootings refl ects a common oc-
currence in Chicago, particularly 
over long holiday weekends in 
summer, when some areas on the 
city's West and South sides, in par-
ticular, experience localised gun 
violence with higher crime rates.

Chicago: 8 killed in 
dozens of shootings
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TACC COLLABORATES WITH CGT TO 
DRIVE GRAPHENE REVOLUTION
Carbon materials manufacturer TACC Ltd Tuesday said it 
has signed a technical collaboration agreement with Ceylon 
Graphene Technologies (CGT) to jointly accelerate the com-
mercialisation and large-scale adoption of graphene and 
its derivatives. Under the collaboration, CGT will bring its 
decade-long expertise in graphene, technology scale-up, 
and application development to support TACC in building 
graphene production capabilities, according to a statement

The govern-
ment is look-
ing to expand 

benefi ts under the 
design linked incentive 
(DLI) to support larger 
domestic companies 
as well as enhance 
grants provided 
under it
S KRISHNAN | IT SECRETARY

Suzlon's wind turbines 
record lowest CO2e
New Delhi: Renewable energy 
solutions provider Suzlon 
Tuesday said its 'Made in 
India' wind turbine model, 
S144, has recorded the lowest 
product carbon footprint of 
6.17 gCO2 per kilowatt-hour 
of electricity generated. 
This achievement has been 
independently verifi ed by 
Indian Register Quality 
Systems (IRQS), a certifi cation 
and testing organization, a 
company statement said.  
Recently, TÜV SÜD Poland, a 
globally renowned 150-year-
old certifi cation and testing 
organization, also verifi ed 
S144 as a low-carbon footprint 
wind solution, the statement 
added.  Suzlon has redesigned 
the turbine to cut steel use 
by 2.5 times, incorporating 
recycled steel and scrap, 
while sourcing 83.25 per 
cent of components locally 
from Tier-1 Indian suppliers.  
The use of low-carbon steel 
and renewable energy in 
manufacturing has further 
reduced emissions drastically, 
it said. Additionally, Suzlon 
has been able to enhance 
the product lifecycle to 25 
years, delivering long-term 
performance and advancing 
India's clean energy goals.

UC, boAt, 11 others 
get SEBI nod for IPO
New Delhi: As many as 
13 fi rms, including Urban 
Company, which offers 
mobile app-based beauty 
and home care services, 
and Imagine Marketing, 
the parent company of 
wearables brand boAt, have 
received Sebi's approval to 
raise funds through Initial 
Public Offerings (IPO), an 
update with the regulator 
showed Tuesday. Others 
obtaining the regulatory 
clearance are -- Juniper Green 
Energy, Allchem Lifescience, 
Omnitech Engineering, KSH 
International, Ravi Infrabuild 
Projects, Mouri Tech, Priority 
Jewels, Corona Remedies, 
Om FreightForwarders, Jain 
Resource Recycling and Pace 
Digitek. These companies, 
which fi led their preliminary 
IPO papers between March 
and June, obtained Sebi's 
observations during August 
1-29, the update showed. In 
SEBI’s parlance, obtaining 
its observations means go 
ahead to launch public issues.  
Urban Company is looking 
to mobilise `1,900 crore 
through its proposed IPO. This 
includes raising `429 crore 
through selling new shares, 
and existing investors plan 
to sell stakes worth `1,471 
crore, according to the Draft 
Red Herring Prospectus 
(DRHP).  Imagine Marketing 
fi led draft papers with Sebi 
in April for an IPO through a 
confi dential pre-fi ling route.
The route allows the company 
to withhold public disclosure 
of details under the draft red 
herring prospectus until later 
stages. All these companies 
would list their shares on the 
BSE and NSE.

SHORT TAKES

I think, three 
things – good 
monsoon, 

given the fact 
that GST will get 
rationalised and 
generally infl ation 
has come down – will help consum-
er sentiment

VINEET AGRAWAL |  CEO, WIPRO

The second 
version of 
India Semi-

conductor Mission 
2.0 will provide 
support not just 
for chip manu-
facturing projects but also to the 
ecosystem partners who play key 
roles in their production

ASHWINI VAISHNAW  |  UNION MINISTER

uoteu

About 83 
per cent of 
green energy 

transition is funded 
domestically and 
sectors need to 
fi gure out how to 
unlock international fi nance

MADHAV PAI  |  CEO, WRI INDIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 2: Markets 
regulator Security Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) came 
out with a new framework for 
monitoring intraday positions 
in equity index derivatives, a 
move aimed at preventing risks 
caused by large exposures.

Under the new framework, the 
net intraday position has been 
capped at ̀ 5,000 crore per entity 
in index options as against the 
end-of-day limit of `1,500 crore, 
SEBI said in a circular.

The gross intraday position 

has been restricted at `10,000 
crore, the same as the existing 
end-of-day limit. This applied 
separately to long and short 
positions, it added.

The framework, effective 
from October 1, would facilitate 
market-making activity on all 
trading days while putting a 
check on creation of outsized 
intraday position on the expiry 
day for orderly trading.

Additionally, it provides pre-
dictability, operational clarity, 
and a fair balance between ease 

of trading and risk manage-
ment, the board said.

The framework will be re-
stricted to index options only, 
which generally dominate the 
derivatives landscape.

In simple words, SEBI new 
rule would oversee large trad-
ing positions held by individual 
entities during the trading day. 
This will help in preventing ex-
cessive risk-taking and main-
taining market order.

The new rules have been 
issued after the board had 

observed growing instances 
of outsized intraday Future 
Equivalent or delta equivalent 
positions created by certain en-
tities in index options on expiry 
days, leading to volatility and 
risk to market integrity.

The move follows the tem-
porarily disqualifi cation of 
the US-based hedge fund Jane 
Street from the Indian secu-
rities market after fi nding it 
guilty of manipulating the in-
dices by taking bets in the cash, 
and, futures and options mar-
kets simultaneously for making 
handsome gains.

In its circular issued late 
Monday night, the regula-
tor said that stock exchang-
es would monitor positions 
through at least four random 
intraday snapshots, including 
one between 2:45 pm and 3:30 
pm, a period when heightened 
activity is generally observed.

For entities breaching the 
limits, stock exchanges will 
examine trading patterns and 
seek a rationale for such posi-
tions from the clients.

The breaches of position 
limits will attract a penalty or 
additional surveillance depos-
it, as decided jointly by stock 
exchanges, SEBI said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 2: The gov-
ernment Monday permitted 
sugar mills and distilleries to 
produce ethanol without any 
quantitative restrictions in the 
2025-26 marketing year starting 
November.

Ethanol Supply Year (ESY) 
runs from November to October.

"Sugar mills and distilleries 
are allowed to produce ethanol 
from sugarcane juice/sugar 
syrup, B-heavy molasses as well 
as C-heavy molasses during 
ESY 2025-26 without any re-
strictions," the food ministry 
said in a notifi cation.

It said the department in con-
sultation with the petroleum 
ministry would periodically 
review the diversion of sugar 
to ethanol production in or-
der to ensure a smooth supply 
of sweetener in the domestic 
market.

During the current ESY 
2024-25, the government has 
permitted the diversion of 40 
lakh tonnes of sugar for eth-
anol production. The Centre 
has been promoting blending 
of ethanol in petrol under the 
Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) 
programme.

Public Sector Oil Marketing 
Companies (OMCs) sell ethanol 
blended with petrol. 

During the ongoing ESY 
2024-?25, OMCs have achieved 
an average ethanol blending of 
19.05 per cent as July 31, 2025.

The National Policy on Bio-
fuels 2018, as amended in 2022, 
inter alia advanced the target 
of 20 per cent blending of etha-
nol in petrol from 2030 to ESY 
2025-26.

Intraday limit for index options
In simple words, 

SEBI new rule would 
oversee large trading 

positions held by 
individual entities 
during the trading 

day. This will help in 
preventing excessive 

risk-taking and 
maintaining 

market order
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Mumbai, Sept 2: Reversing its 
early gains, benchmark BSE 
Sensex declined by 206 points 
Tuesday due to last-hour prof-
it-taking in banking and auto 
shares amid caution ahead of 
the GST Council meeting.

The 30-share BSE Sensex de-
clined 206.61 points or 0.26 per 
cent to settle at 80,157.88 with 16 
of its components ending lower 
and 14 with gains. The 50-share 
NSE Nifty dipped 45.45 points or 
0.18 per cent to 24,579.60. 

Among Sensex fi rms, Mahin-
dra & Mahindra, Asian Paints, 
Kotak Mahindra Bank, ICICI 
Bank, Tata Motors and Larsen 
& Toubro closed with losses.

However, Power Grid, NTPC, 
Tata Steel and Hindustan Unile-
ver were the major gainers.

The GST Council is meeting 
in New Delhi for two days be-
ginning September 3 to discuss 
the proposed pruning of rates.

The BSE smallcap gauge 
climbed 0.64 per cent and mid-
cap index went up by 0.27 per 
cent. Among BSE sectoral indi-
ces, bankex dropped the most by 
0.68 per cent, followed by tele-
communication (0.59 per cent), 
fi nancial services (0.44 per cent), 
teck (0.28 per cent) and consum-
er durables (0.13 per cent).

Power jumped 1.62 per cent, 
followed by utilities (1.47 per 
cent), FMCG (1.12 per cent), 
metal (0.90 per cent), realty (0.67 
per cent) and energy (0.65 per 
cent).Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) offl oaded equities 
worth `1,429.71 crore Monday, 
while Domestic Institutional 
Investors (DIIs) bought worth 
`4,344.93 crore, according to ex-
change data.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Sept 2: India’s 
decision to eliminate import 
duty on raw cotton was driven 
by urgent supply, quality, and 
competitiveness concerns in 
the textile value chain.

It is a strategic move initi-
ated to address raw material 
shortages, reduce input costs 
for textile mills, curb infl ation-
ary pressures, and uphold In-
dia’s competitive edge in global 
textile trade.

Textile and apparel exports 
account for a signifi cant share 
of India’s foreign earnings. Du-
ty-free access to premium cot-
ton allows domestic producers 
to offer high-quality yarns and 
fabrics at globally competitive 
price points, reinforcing the 
“Make in India” brand and 
helping retain market share 
in key destinations such as Eu-
rope and North America.

In terms of global trade, In-
dia is the sixth largest exporter 
of textiles, with a 3.91 per cent 
share in world textile exports. 
According to the Textile Minis-
try, the sector provides direct 
employment to over 45 million 

people, making it the second 
largest employment generator 
in the country, next only to ag-
riculture.

However, the country’s cot-
ton production fell from about 
35 million bales in 2020-21 to 

some 31 million bales in 2024-25 
due to adverse weather condi-
tions and pest attacks. 

The Department of Agricul-
ture said in a recent statement 
that as of August 15, total cul-
tivation area for cotton has re-
duced, with acreage falling by 
3.24 lakh hectares in (2025-26) 
compared to the previous year 
(2024-25).

The government’s duty waiv-
er stems from concerns about 
cotton shortages. Industry 
groups had warned about high-
er yarn prices, leading to an in-
crease in textile prices ahead of 
the festival season.

Duty-free access to premium 
cotton allows domestic produc-
ers to offer high-quality yarns 
and fabrics at globally compet-
itive price points.

India’s 2024-25 cotton crop 
was dominated by medium-sta-
ple varieties, while many spin-
ning mills require long and 

extra-long staple fi bres to meet 
higher-end yarn specifi cations.

Various spinning mills 
usually stockpile lower-grade 
domestic cotton to blend with 
imports, tying up substantial 
working capital. Industry esti-
mates suggest that duty relief 
can cut raw-material fi nanc-
ing needs by 15-20 per cent, 
immediately improving cash 
fl ows, especially for small and 
medium-sized spinning units 
grappling with post-pandemic 
demand volatility.

Thus, allowing duty-free 
imports plugs this quality and 
quantity shortfall immediately, 
ensuring uninterrupted produc-
tion for value-added textile units.

Removal of import duty 
would ease the pressure on do-
mestic textile mills by stabilis-
ing raw material costs ahead 
of the festive season when 
garments are in high demand.

Concerns over farmers be-

ing affected are addressed 
through the minimum support 
price (MSP) mechanism. For 
the marketing season 2025-26, 
growers get `7,710 per quintal 
for medium staple variety, 
while for long staple; it is ` 
8,110 per quintal.

The Cotton Corporation of 
India continues to procure 
unsold crops at MSP levels, 
with any losses on stock clear-
ances fi nanced via the federal 
budget, ensuring farmers are 
insulated from market fl uctu-
ations.

Meanwhile, the calibrat-
ed relief measure can defuse 
trade tensions with Wash-
ington, which is pushing for 
broader market access in bi-
lateral trade.

It may signal India’s will-
ingness to use targeted tariff 
relief as a bargaining chip in 
broader agricultural and in-
dustrial talks.

Removing cotton import duty to bridge quality and supply gap
Duty-free access to premium cotton allows domestic producers to offer high-quality yarns and fabrics at globally competitive price points
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New Delhi, Sept 2: Gold price 
stayed fi rm for the seventh con-
secutive session and added `400 
to hit a fresh peak of ̀ 1,06,070 per 
10 grams in the national capital 
Tuesday amid unabated chase 
for safe-haven assets triggered 
by sweeping US tariffs and tum-
bling rupee against American 
currency.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the precious 
metal of 99.9 per cent purity had 
settled at `1,05,670 per 10 grams 
Monday. The price of gold of 
99.5 per cent purity also in-
creased `400 to hit a new record 
of `1,05,200 per 10 grams (inclu-
sive of all taxes) Tuesday. It had 
settled at `1,04,800 per 10 grams 
in the previous market session.

The yellow metal has added 
`5,900 per 10 grams in the past 
seven sessions. Gold prices have 
risen 34.35 per cent in the cur-
rent calendar year, climbing 
from `78,950 per 10 grams De-
cember 31, 2024.

Renisha Chainani, Head of Re-
search at Augmont, said, “Gold 
prices gained to hit record highs 
on Tuesday after a US appeals 
court last week upheld a deci-
sion that the White House's so-
called reciprocal tariffs were 
unlawful.” The court said the 
tariffs could remain in place 

until mid-October, however, 
President Donald Trump crit-
icised the decision and said he 
would challenge the ruling in the 
Supreme Court.

According to commodities 
market experts, this develop-
ment sparked increased un-
certainty over the economic 
impact of US tariffs, a bulk of 
which took effect in August. 
Any ruling against the tariffs 
will also force Washington to 
negotiate recent deals with ma-
jor trading partners. Meanwhile, 
silver prices rose `100 to hit yet 
another record high of `1,26,100 
per kilogram (inclusive of all 
taxes) Tuesday. The white met-
al had ended at `1,26,000 per kg 
Monday, as per the Sarafa Asso-
ciation. Traders said the deteri-
orating value of the rupee and 
rising geopolitical tensions have 
made bullion more attractive as 
a safe-haven asset.

In the international market, 
spot gold prices retreated from 
all-time high levels to trade 
at $3,477.41 per ounce in New 
York. During intraday, the 
yellow metal jumped to hit a re-
cord high of $3,508.54 per ounce. 
However, spot silver declined 
1.08 per cent to trade at $40.29 
per ounce. Analysts attributed 
the sharp fall in silver prices to 
sudden profi t-booking by short-
term investors.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 2: Account 
Aggregator (AA) ecosystem is 
poised to unlock new frontiers 
in formal credit access, espe-
cially for MSMEs and personal 
lending, contributing meaning-
fully to India's journey towards 
Viksit Bharat by 2047, the Fi-
nance Ministry said Tuesday.

The Account Aggregator 
(AA) framework was offi cial-
ly launched on September 2, 
2021, establishing a secure, 
consent-based system for fi nan-
cial data sharing. In 2016, the 
Reserve Bank of India issued 
the Master Directions for the 
AA ecosystem.

On the occasion of the 4th 
anniversary, the ministry in 
a statement said, the AA eco-
system has grown rapidly and 
is witnessing accelerated adop-
tion across banking, securities, 
insurance and pension sectors, 
strengthening India's DPI (digi-
tal public infrastructure).

As on date, 112 Financial 
Institutions have gone live 
both as Financial Information 
Providers (FIP) and Financial 
Information Users (FIU), while 
56 have gone live solely as FIP 
and 410 as FIU, it said.

Over 2.2 billion fi nancial 
accounts are now enabled 
for secure, consent-based da-
ta sharing through the AA 
framework, with 112.34 million 
users having already linked 
their accounts, underscoring 
the growing scale and trust in 
this transformative initiative, 
it said.

The AA Framework allows 

users to aggregate their fi nan-
cial information (like bank 
accounts, investments, loans, 
etc.) from multiple sources and 
share it with service providers 
(e.g., lenders, wealth managers) 
for services like loan applica-
tions or fi nancial planning. 
AAs act as intermediaries, 
ensuring data privacy and us-
er control through encrypted, 
permission-driven data sharing.

During the G20 India Pres-
idency in 2023, AA was rec-
ognised as a foundational DPI 
serving as the data exchange 
layer, complementing the iden-
tity (Aadhaar) and payments 
(UPI) layers, it said.

The role and impact of AA 
have been acknowledged in 
key G20 documents, including 
the 'Policy Recommendations 
for Advancing Financial In-
clusion and Productivity Gains 
through Digital Public Infra-
structure' (2023), it said.

Its signifi cance is also de-
tailed in the 'Report of India's 
G20 Task Force on Digital Pub-
lic Infrastructure' released in 
July 2024, it added.
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New Delhi, Sept 2: Fitch Rat-
ings Tuesday assigned a 'BBB-
(EXP)' rating to State Bank of 
India's proposed US dollar-de-
nominated bond issuance.

Separately, S&P Global Rat-
ings has also assigned its 'BBB' 
long-term issue rating to the 
US dollar-denominated senior 
unsecured notes that the Lon-
don branch of the State Bank of 
India (SBI) proposes to issue.

The rating agencies did 
not specify the amount that 
the London Branch of State 
Bank of India (SBI) will raise 
through the issuance of dol-
lar-denominated bonds.

However, S&P said the 
bond issuance represents a 
drawdown from SBI's $10 bil-
lion medium-term notes pro-
gramme.

"The rating on the notes is 
equal to the long-term issuer 
credit rating on SBI (BBB/Sta-
ble/A-2). Our ratings on SBI 
refl ect the bank's dominant 
market position and strong 
deposit franchise. SBI's mar-
ket leadership and India's good 
economic growth momentum 
support its loan growth, asset 
quality, and profi tability," an 

S&P statement said.
Last month, S&P had up-

graded India's sovereign rat-
ing to 'BBB' from 'BBB-', citing 
robust growth. Subsequently, 
S&P also raised long-term is-
suer credit ratings of India's 
largest bank, SBI.

The notes will constitute 
SBI's direct, unconditional, 
unsubordinated, and unse-
cured obligations and will, 
at all time, rank pari passu 
among themselves and with all 
of SBI's other unsubordinated 
and unsecured obligations, 
Fitch said.

"Fitch Ratings has assigned 
State Bank of India's (SBI, 
BBB-/Stable) proposed senior 
unsecured notes an expected 
rating of 'BBB-(EXP)'," the 
agency said in a statement.

The senior unsecured instru-
ments are rated at the same 
level as the bank's Long-Term 
Issuer Default Rating (IDR), in 
line with Fitch's criteria.

SBI's IDR is driven by its 
Government Support Rating 
(GSR) of 'bbb-', which refl ects 
Fitch's expectation that SBI 
is highly likely to receive ex-
traordinary support from the 
Indian sovereign (BBB-/Sta-
ble), if required.

Fitch, S&P rate SBI's 
US Dollar Bond

Markets end lowerAA ecosystem to unlock 
new frontiers: Finmin

Account Aggregator 
ecosystem has 
grown rapidly across 
banking, securities, 
insurance and 
pension sectors, 
strengthening India's 
DPI (Digital Public 
Infrastructure)

Sugar mills, distilleries
to make ethanol Gold rate surges
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Brisbane, Sept 2: Australia’s 
fearsome fast bowler Mitchell 
Starc has announced his retire-
ment from T20Is in a strategic 
move to keep him battle-ready 
for upcoming major events like 
the Ashes, IPL, Test series in 
India, and the ODI World Cup 
in two years’ time.

Known for his explosive 
pace, prodigious swing, dead-
ly yorkers and mean bouncers, 
Starc bows out of the T20 Inter-
national format with 79 wick-
ets in 65 matches, which makes 
him the second most successful 
Australian bowler in the format 
after Adam Zampa (130 wickets 
from 103 games).

“I have loved every minute of 
every T20 game I have played 
for Australia, particularly the 
2021 World Cup - not just be-
cause we won but the incredi-
ble group and the fun along the 
way,” Starc said.

“Looking ahead to an away 
Indian Test tour, the Ashes and 
an ODI World Cup in 2027, I feel 
this is my best way forward to 
remain fresh, fi t and at my best 
for those campaigns.”

“It (his retirement) also 
gives the bowling group time 
to prepare for the T20 World 
Cup in the matches leading in-
to that tournament,” he said. 
The T20 World Cup is sched-

uled to be held in India early 
next year.

Choosing longevity in Tests 
and ODIs means the 35-year-old 
will be in much better shape as 
he gears up for an intense inter-
national schedule over the next 
two years, including the Ashes, 
Indian Premier League, where 
he has delivered some incred-
ible performances for Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru, Kol-
kata Knight Riders and Delhi 
Capitals, and the Test series in 
India next year.

Starc wants to maintain 
peak physical fi tness for all the 
marquee events lined up in the 
coming times, prompting him 
to give up playing T20Is.

One of the modern game’s 
most formidable fast bowlers, 
Starc has always been in great 
demand in the IPL. The left-
arm pacer was sold for a record 
price of Rs 24.75 crore in IPL 
2024 and was instrumental in 
KKR’s title triumph, delivering 
some match-winning perfor-
mances with the ball.

Recognising his ability to 
singlehandedly turned the 
complexion of the game in 
high-pressure situations, Delhi 
Capitals spent Rs 11.75 crore to 
bring him for the IPL 2025.

Starc was one of the few over-
seas players who decided against 
returning to India after the In-
dia-Pakistan border confl ict, 

which forced the organisers 
to suspend the IPL for a week. 
Starc’s announcement came 
Tuesday morning, with Austra-
lia naming the squad for their se-
ries in New Zealand in October 
as a build-up to T20 World Cup.

The New South Welshman 
played a pivotal role in Aus-
tralia’s triumphant ODI World 
Cup campaign on home soil in 
2015 and shone once again in 
the 2023 World Cup in India, 
where Australia defeated the 
hosts in the fi nal.

He is now targeting the rare 
distinction of becoming only 
the fourth Australian, after 
Ricky Ponting, Adam Gilchrist 
and Glenn McGrath, to win 
three ODI World Cups.

Australian chief of selectors 
George Bailey paid glowing 
tributes to Starc for his contri-
bution in the shortest format 
for Australia.

  "Mitch should be in-
credibly proud of his T20 career 
for Australia. He was an inte-
gral member of the 2021 World 
Cup winning side and, as across 
all his cricket, had a great skill 
for blowing games open with 
his wicket taking ability," Bai-
ley said. "We will acknowledge 
and celebrate his T20 career at 
the right time, but pleasingly he 
remains focused on continuing 
to play Test and ODI cricket for 
a long as possible," he added.
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New Delhi, Sept 2: The BC-
CI Tuesday invited bids for 
the Indian cricket team’s title 
sponsorship rights after fan-
tasy sports giants Dream 11’s 
pullout and barred companies 
dealing in real money gaming 
and cryptocurrency from the 
process due to a government 
ban on such entities.

Dream 11 recently shut down 
its real money games due to the 
‘Promotion and Regulation of 
Online Gaming Act 2025’, which 
states that “no person shall 
offer any, aid, abet, induce, 
indulge, engage in offering 
online money gaming services 
nor shall involve in any adver-
tisement which directly or in-

directly promotes any person to 
play any online money game.”

Dream 11 and My11Circle 
jointly contributed about Rs 
1,000 crore to the BCCI through 
title sponsorship of the Indian 
cricket team and Indian Pre-
mier League.

“Bidder, including any of its 
Group companies: (i) should 
not be engaged in online mon-
ey gaming, betting or gambling 
services or similar services in 
India or anywhere in the world; 
(ii) should not provide any on-
line money gaming, betting or 
gambling services or similar 
services to any Person in In-
dia; and (iii) should not have 
any investment or ownership 
interest in any Person engaged 
in betting or gambling services 

in India," stated a press release 
from the BCCI.

The last date for the purchase 
the IEOI is September 12, while 
the date of submission of the 
bid documents is September 16.

“To clarify, a bidder, including 
any of its Group companies, en-
gaged in any activities/business 
that is prohibited under the Pro-

motion and Regulation of Online 
Gaming Act, 2025 is not permit-
ted to submit a bid,” it added.

Also barred from applying are 
tobacco, alcohol and any entity 
“which is likely to offend public 
morals such as, including but 
not limited to, pornography.” 
The Board also made it clear that 
some brand categories will also 
be “blocked on account of the 
BCCI having existing sponsors 
within the said categories.”

These include Athleisure and 
Sportswear Manufacturers, 
Banks, Banking and Finan-
cial Service and Non-Banking 
Financial Companies, Non-Al-
coholic Cold Beverages, Fans, 
Mixer Grinders and Safety 
Locks and Insurance.

The brands in these catego-

ries that are associated with 
BCCI right now are Adidas, 
Campa Cola, IDFC First Bank, 
and SBI Life, among others.

Dream11 had won the rights 
for of USD 44 million (Rs 358 
crore) for the period of 2023 
to 2026. They are exiting with 
almost a year still left in the 
contract but are unlikely to be 
penalised for it.

“The BCCI fully under-
stands one of our sponsorship 
partner’s plight. It is not their 
fault and unlike other issues of 
payment default, there won’t be 
any penalty levied on Dream11. 
This is a government rule and 
full compliance is required and 
in the current scenario, there 
business will be impacted,” a 
top BCCI offi cial had told.

BCCI invites bids for Team India’s title sponsor
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Samarkand (Uzbekistan), 
Sept 2: India’s top-ranked 
Grandmaster R Pragganandhaa 
will be keen to seal his Candi-
dates tournament 2026 berth, 
taming a strong fi eld in the 
FIDE Grand Swiss that begins 
here Wednesday.

The 11-round tournament, 
which carries a total prize 
pool of USD 625000 in the open 
section and USD 230000 in the 
women’s section, will see the 
top two players entering the 
Candidates in the open and 
women’s categories.

Praggnanandhaa is almost 
assured of his place in the 
Candidates thanks to a healthy 
lead that he enjoys in the per-
formance category qualifi er for 
2025.

Fabiano Caruana of the US 
has already made it to the Can-
didates thanks to his brilliant 
run in 2024. While World Cham-
pion D Gukesh will also be par-
ticipating, it does not hamper 
Praggnanandhaa’s chances.

Arjun Erigaisi would have 
been closer to a Candidates’ 
berth had Praggnanandhaa 
been not in picture as the best 
performer in 2025, but the In-
dian ace still has a few more 
events to prove himself a wor-
thy contender for the event.

Vidit Gujrathi, who had qual-
ifi ed for the previous Candi-
dates as a Grand Swiss winner 
in 2023, needs to fi nd his peak 
form here after a few below par 
outings. There are a host of 
other Indians in the open sec-
tion like P Harikrishna, Nihal 
Sarin and Pranav Venkatesh 
and they will be banking upon 
some good results in this strong 
tournament.

Divya Deshmukh, who re-
cently won the women’s World 

Cup has decided to play in the 
open section and has been given 
a wild card. Divya and Koneru 
Humpy have already qualifi ed 
to the women’s Candidates af-
ter their virtuoso performance 
in the World Cup where they 
met in the title clash.

However, Humpy has de-
cided not to play in the Grand 
Swiss as it does not affect her 
chances.

In the women’s section, the 
Indian challenge will be spear-
headed by D Harika who has 
the company of last edition’s 
winner R Vaishali and Vanti-
ka Agrawal.

Venkatesh wins with 
record performance
Fujairah (UAE): World Junior 
Champion Pranav Venkatesh scored 
a crushing victory over Grandmaster 
Alan Pichot of Spain to win the Fujai-
rah Global Superstars chess tourna-
ment here. Pranav scored seven 
points out of a possible nine and 
fi nished a full point lead over nearest 
rivals Brandon Jacobson of United 
States, Jose Eduardo Martinez Alcan-
tara of Mexico and Amin Tabatabai 
of Iran who all tied for the second 
spot scoring six points apiece. Pranav 
remained undefeated during the 
nine-round tournament scoring fi ve 
victories and four draws in all. 

Pragganandhaa eyes 
Candidates berth

FUJAIRAH GLOBAL SUPERSTARS
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New York, Sept 2: World No 1 
and defending US Open cham-
pion Jannik Sinner humbled 
Alexander Bublik to storm into 
the quarterfi nals, setting up a 
showdown with fellow Italian 
Lorenzo Musetti.

Sinner completed the 6-1, 6-1, 
6-1 triumph in just 81 minutes 
against his Bublik, who com-
mitted 13 double faults—the last 
one on match point—among 31 
unforced errors.

Sinner has now reached at 
least the quarterfi nals at eight 
consecutive Grand Slam tour-
naments. The last time he was 
defeated before that stage was at 
the 2023 US Open, when he fell 
in the fourth round to Alexander 
Zverev. There will be an all-Ital-
ian men’s singles quarter-fi nal 
at a major for the fi rst time 
when Sinner takes on 10th seed 
Musetti. The World No. 1 will 
carry a 2-0 ATP Head2Head ad-
vantage into their showdown.

“It’s great to see. Italian ten-
nis is in great form now. We 
have so many players, so many 
different game styles,” Sinner 
said. “Lorenzo is maybe one 
of the biggest talents we have 
in our sport, so I’m looking 
forward for this one. From an 
Italian point of view it’s great to 
have for sure one Italian play-
er in the semis.” Sinner main-
tained pace in the battle for 
No 1 in the PIF ATP Rankings 
with Carlos Alcaraz. He must 

outperform the Spaniard at the 
US Open to retain World No. 1.

OSAKA & SWIATEK ROLL 
INTO THE QF

Naomi Osaka and Iga Swi-
atek rolled into the quarterfi -
nals at the US Open, showing 
off what once made each of 
them the top-ranked women’s 
tennis player in the world.

Osaka dominated Coco Gauff 
6-3, 6-2 in their highly antici-
pated showdown Monday in 

Arthur Ashe Stadium. Swi-
atek rallied from down 3-1 in 
the fi rst set to beat Ekaterina 
Alexandrova 6-3, 6-1.

The No 8-seeded Anisimo-
va reached her fi rst US Open 
quarterfi nal by beating No 16 
Beatriz Haddad Maia 6-0, 6-3.

VENUS WILLIAMS ENTERS 
WOMEN’S DOUBLES QF

Venus Williams is into the 
US Open women’s doubles 
quarterfi nals with Leylah Fer-
nandez and now wants her old 
partner to come back. She says 
it's time for Serena Williams to 
come see a match.

Williams made the plea for 
her younger sister to show up 
after she and Fernandez beat 
the 12th-seeded duo of Ekat-
erina Alexandrova and Zhang 
Shuai 6-3, 6-4 in their third-
round match Monday in front 
of a capacity crowd at Louis 
Armstrong Stadium.

Sinner back in quarters by routing Bublik

Mitchell Starc retires from
T20Is, to focus on Test, ODI

US OPEN

AGENCIES

Rajgir, Sept 2: The unbeaten 
Indian men’s team is all set to 
take on Korea in the fi rst Su-
per 4s match Wednesday here 
at the Hockey Asia Cup. Drag-
fl ick sensation Harmanpreet 
Singh-led side has comfortably 
won their pool stage matches, 
having beaten China 4-3, Japan 
3-2 and Kazakhstan 15-0 to top 
Pool A.  

Meanwhile, Korea come into 
this game with a 7-0 win against 
Chinese Taipei, 1-4 loss against 
Malaysia and 5-1 win against 
Bangladesh.

Speaking about the upcoming 
tie, India’s chief coach Craig 
Fulton said, “It is nice to get 
through the pool phase with-
out any injuries. Especially in 
a game like the one yesterday 
(against Kazakhstan) but two 
good games in the afternoon, 
in warm conditions, changes 
when we come back to play at 
night. The energy is really high 
in the team. Back-to-back wins, 
I think, were refreshing for ev-
eryone.”

“Now we are on to the next 
challenge in the tournament. 
We will have a fresh approach 

for this phase. We play Korea 
fi rst. We scored some really 
good goals against Kazakh-
stan, leading the game from the 
front, which was most import-
ant,” explained Fulton.

On any concerns specifi c 
to their playing style from 
the fi rst three games here, he 
said, “We had enough train-
ing in the areas we wanted to 
improve; this game (against 
Kazakhstan) came at the right 
time because it gave us a lot 
more focus on the fi nal third. 
Players are feeling a bit more 

confi dent and have a bit more 
feel for working together. That 
was lacking, I think, in the oth-
er two games.”

In their second Super 4s 
match September 4, India will 
take on Pool B toppers Malay-
sia, who were the fi nalists of the 
previous edition of Asia Cup 
held in Jakarta 2022. In their 
last Super 4s match, they play 
China September 6.

Captain Harmanpreet Singh, 
talking about the Super 4s, 
said, “All of them are tough 
opponents in this tournament. 

Although we have not played 
Malaysia and Korea a lot in the 
past one year, we did get a good 
game against Malaysia in prac-
tice match ahead of the tour-
nament. We obviously played 
against China and know what 
they can bring to the table. We 
are fast learners, which is good. 
So, when we play a team twice, 
it is good for us. It’s just about 
preparing well against Korea. 
The only focus is one game at 
a time.”

TEAMS:
INDIA: Krishan B Pathak (GK), 
Suraj Karkera (GK), Sumit, Jar-
manpreet Singh, Sanjay, Har-
manpreet Singh (C), Amit Ro-
hidas, Jugraj Singh, Rajinder 
Singh, Raj Kumar Pal, Hardik 
Singh, Manpreet Singh, Vivek 
Sagar Prasad, Mandeep Singh, 
Shilanand Lakra, Abhishek, 
Sukhjeet Singh, Dilpreet Singh.
KOREA: Daehan Ang (GK), Ji-
hun Yang, Cheoleon Park, Jink-
ang Rim, Dain Son, Jungjun 
Lee (C), Jongsuk Bae, Seyong 
Oh, Jaewon Sim, Sunghyun 
Baek, Soung Min Bae, Jaehan 
Kim (GK), Geonhyo Jin, Hy-
eonhong Kim, Seungwoo Lee, 
Min Su Cheon, Yoonho Kong, 
Hyeseung Lee.

INDIA READY FOR 
KOREAN CHALLENGE

HOCKEY ASIA CUP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Sept 2: Manchester 
City signed Gianluigi Don-
narumma from Paris Saint-Ger-
main after selling long-time 
goalkeeper Ederson Moraes to 
Fenerbahce Tuesday, in a switch 
that seems at odds with the play-
ing approach by the once-domi-
nant Premier League team.

Donnarumma — one of the 
world’s best shot-stoppers — was 
a key fi gure in PSG’s run to the 
Champions League title last sea-
son but was deemed surplus to 
requirements at the French club 
following the signing of Lucas 
Chevalier from Lille last month.

City has moved for the 26-year-
old Donnarumma even though 
his strength isn’t passing the ball 

out from the back — typically a 
key requisite for goalkeepers in 
teams coached by Pep Guardiola.

That’s what Ederson excelled 
at, helping to revolutionise the 
goalkeeper position in English 
soccer with his uncanny calm-
ness under pressure with the 
ball at his feet and ability to start 
attacks from deep. The Brazil in-
ternational had seven assists in 
the Premier League — two more 

than any other goalie — thanks 
to his long, raking passes. Don-
narumma is now the future for 
City, though, after signing a fi ve-
year deal in what he described as 
a “special and proud moment.” 
“This is a club every player in 
world football would love to join,” 
the Italy international said.

“I have admired watching 
Manchester City for many 
years — so to now be able to 
play for the club is a huge hon-
or and a privilege.”

Donnarumma was arguably 
the best goalkeeper in Europe 
last season because of his in-
spired shot-stopping in the 
Champions League’s knockout 
stages. He had one year left on his 
contract at PSG, which wasn’t 
prepared to let him leave for free.

Man City signs Donnarumma;
Ederson leaves for Fenerbahce

AGENCIES

Mumbai, Sept 2: In a historic 
moment for Indian Scrabble, 
14-year-old Madhav Gopal Ka-
math from Delhi has won the 
2025 World Youth Scrabble 
Championship (WYSC), be-
coming the fi rst Indian ever to 
claim a major global Scrabble 
title. 

Madhav, India’s high-
est-ranked Scrabble player 
in the world and the reigning 
national champion, emerged 
victorious among 218 under-18 
players from 18 countries at 
the 20th edition of the annu-
al tournament held in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, organised 
by the World English-Language 
Scrabble Players Association 
(WESPA).

Madhav clinched the champi-
onship in the penultimate round, 
fi nishing with an impressive 21 
wins from 24 rounds. Like every 
year, India sent a strong contin-
gent to WYSC, comprising 12 of 
the country’s best youth Scrabble 
players, seven boys and fi ve girls, 
mentored by Mumbai-based play-
er and coach Neeta Bhatia.

Among them, 15-year-old 
Suyash Manchali from Benga-
luru, runner-up at last year’s 
edition in Sri Lanka, secured 
fi fth place with 17 wins.

The Indian contingent was 
supported by the Essar Foun-
dation, in partnership with the 
Scrabble Association of India 
(SAI) and Wordaholix.

Madhav started playing 
Scrabble when he was just six 
years old. His extraordinary 
aptitude and ingenuity on the 
board have propelled him in-
to the ranks of the world’s top 
players, with the potential to 
break into the global top fi ve 
before turning 15.

As Scrabble continues to gain 
recognition as a sport in India, 
these achievements highlight 
the immense potential of the 
country’s competitive youth 
Scrabble circuit.

Madhav Gopal Kamath 
crowned World Youth  
Scrabble Champion 2025
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