Shruti’s choice

Shruti Haasan reveals how she
embraced her individuality by
trusting her instincts instead
of following societal norms
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GEN Z OUTRAGE: Flames rise from th

e burning Singha Durbar, office complex that houses the Nepali prime mini
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Israel expands ops

Israel launches airstrike
targeting Hamas leaders in
Qatar, expanding its operations
to include the group’s Gulf base
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Rupee slides

- trade uncertainties
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epal: Prez, PM resign;

»

amid a protest against Monday’s killing of 19 people during a curfew in Kathmandu

- PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kathmandu, Sept 9: Nepal
reeled under a serious political
crisis Tuesday as Prime Min-
ister KP Sharma Oli and Pres-
ident President Ramchandra
Paudel resigned in the face of
massive anti-government pro-
tests with the demonstrators
attacking private residences
of several high-profile leaders,
headquarters of political par-
ties and even vandalising the
parliament, a day after 19 peo-

- ple died in police action against
the agitators.

The students-led protests
appeared to reflect the grow-
ing public anger with the Oli
dispensation over a range of
issues including a ban on social
media and inaction against al-
leged corruption as the protest-
ers, defying curfews and heavy
deployment of security forces,
resorted to arson and stormed
various key buildings and es-
tablishments.

Hours before Oli’s resigna-
tion, the protesters set on fire
the Nepalese leader’s private
house in Balkot, and attacked

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Horrifying news,
sir—the Hindu is
awakening

Gold surges Z5K to hit
fresh peak of 21.12 L

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

properties of President Ram-
chandra Paudel, former prime
minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal,
Communication minister Prith-
vi Subba Gurung, former home
minister Ramesh Lekhak and
former prime minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba.

The intensity of the protests
that began Monday against
the government’s ban on so-
cial media sites grew Tuesday
with demonstrators taking out
anti-government marches in all
leading cities and towns.

Flight services at Tribhuvan
International airport in Kath-
mandu have been partially sus-
pended in view of the protests.

With the situation deterio-

EX- PM'S WIFE BURNT ALIVE

Kathmandu: Rajyalaxmi Chitrakar, the
wife of Nepal’s ex-prime minister Jhalanath
Khanal, died Tuesday, say media reports,
after protesters, led by Gen Z, trapped her
in their home and set the house on fire.
The incident took place at their home in
Dallu area in the state capital Kathmandu.
Ms Chitrakar was rushed to Kirtipur Burn
Hospital but died during the treatment, say

family sources.

rating rapidly, the top brass of
Nepali Army and other security
agencies issued a joint appeal
calling for restraint and res-
olution of the crisis through
dialogue.

The statement was signed
by Nepal Army chief Ashok
Raj Sigdel, Chief Secretary Ek
Narayan Aryal, Home Secre-
tary Gokarna Dawadi, Chief
of Armed Police Force (APF)
Raju Aryal, Inspector Gener-
al of Police Chandra Kuber
Khapung and Chief of Nation-
al Investigation Department
Hutraj Thapa.

Oli, known to be close to Chi-
na, had become the prime min-
ister in July 2024 for the fourth

ster’s office and other ministries, Tuesday
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time with the support from the
Nepali Congress Party. He was
scheduled to visit India this
month.

Though the Nepal govern-
ment last night revoked its
ban on social media websites
following the protests led by
Gen Z youths, the agitators
continued their demonstra-
tion against corruption and
demanding accountability for
deaths of 19 people.

The agitators under the ban-
ner of Gen Z, shouted slogans
such as “KP Chor, Desh Chhod”
(KP thief, leave the country)
and “Take Action Against Cor-
rupt Leaders.”

Demonstrations were re-
ported from Kalanki, Kalimati,
Tahachal, and Baneshwor in
Kathmandu, as well as Chyasal,
Chapagau, and Thecho areas
of Lalitpur district. Protest-
ers, mostly students, chanted
slogans such as “Don’t Kkill stu-
dents”, defying the restrictions
on public gatherings.

They also vandalised former
PM Sher Bahadur Deuba’s
house at Budhanilkantha in
Kathmandu. MORE P9 & 10

Parl afire

INDIANS ASKED TO
DEFER TRAVEL PLAN

New Delhi: In the wake of unrest
in Nepal, India Tuesday asked its
citizens to defer travel to the neigh-
bouring country until the situation
stabilises. Issuing an advisory, the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
also asked Indian citizens presently
in Nepal to avoid going out on the
streets and to exercise all due
caution. “In view of the developing
situation in Nepal, Indian citizens
are advised to defer travel there
until the situation has stabilised. In-
dian citizens presently in Nepal are
advised to shelter in their current
places of residence, avoid going
out onto the streets and exercise all
due caution,” the MEA said. It also
advised Indian nationals to follow
local safety advisories from Nepal
authorities as well as the Embassy
of India in Kathmandu. “In case of
any assistance required, please call
the Embassy of India, Kathmandu,
on the following helpline num-
bers:977 - 980 860 2881; 977 - 981
032 6134,” it said.

FM chased through

A screengrab of the video

Kathmandu: Nepal’s Finance
Minister Bishnu Prasad Paudel
was reportedly chased, kicked
and beaten amid the Gen Z
protests in the nation, which
turned violent on Tuesday,
September 9, killing 19, and
injuring over 300. In a video

that has now gone viral, the
nation’s Finance Minister Bishnu
Prasad Paudel is seen frantically
running. Midway through his
escape, one protestor suddenly
kicks him, sending the Nepal

FM stumbling to the ground.

For a moment, he falters—then
quickly scrambles back to his
feet—continuing to run in a
desperate attempt to outrun the
angry mob.

Ex-MP, minister quit BJD, float new outfit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: For-
mer MP N Bhaskar Rao and
ex-minister Lal Bihari Himiri-
ka quit the BJD on Tuesday
and floated a new outfit, Biju
Swabhiman Manch (BSM).
Several local BJD members,
including former Rayagada
Zilla Parishad chairman Gan-
gadhar Puala, joined the new
outfit named after veteran
leader Biju Patnaik, whose
son Naveen leads the principal

opposition party of the state.
Rao’s faction was annoyed
after the BJD appointed Ja-

40
gannath Saraka as the new
district president of Rayagada.

“BJD has appointed a de-

feated leader as the district
president, ignoring capable
ones. This has hurt the sen-
timents of party workers. We
are not against Naveen Pat-
naik and have been loyal sol-
diers of the party all along,”
Rao said.

“We have no intention of
joining either the Congress
or the BJP. BSM is a social
platform, and it will work for
the development of Rayagada.
Leaders from all parties are
welcome here,” he added.

The Rupee falls 6 paise to revisit
its record low of 88.15 against the
US dollar Tuesday, amid global
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Nikhat in quarters

Two-time champion Nikhat Zareen
edges past Japan’s Yuna Nishinaka

"8 to reach quarterfinals of World

Boxing Championships
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CP Radhakrishnan
elected 15th VP

’ 0

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 9: NDA can-
didate CP Radhakrishnan was
elected the next vice president
of India Tuesday as he bagged
452 votes against the opposition
candidate B Sudershan Reddy’s
300, winning the contest with a
bigger than expected margin,
indicating cross-voting from
the rival camp.

Announcing the result of
the vice presidential election
this evening, Rajya Sabha Sec-
retary General and Returning
Officer P C Mody said 767 MPs
cast their votes out of the total
valid electors of 781 in a turnout
of 98.2 per cent.

He said 752 ballots were val-
id and 15 were invalid, bringing
down the required majority of
first preference votes to 377.

Though the victory of Rad-
hakrishnan (67), currently the
Maharashtra governor and a
seasoned leader with an RSS
background and decades-long
stint first in the Jana Sangh
and then the BJP in Tamil Na-
du, was a foregone conclusion
due to the ruling alliance’s nu-
merical edge but the extent of
his victory margin is a setback
to the opposition.

BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal
claimed that “nearly 40 opposi-
tion MPs” listened to the voice

of their conscience and voted
in “some manner” in support
of the NDA candidate, showing
a wider acceptance for him.

“Congratulations to Thiru CP
Radhakrishnan Ji on winning
the 2025 Vice Presidential elec-
tion. His life has always been
devoted to serving society and
empowering the poor and mar-
ginalised,” Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said on X.

“I am confident that he will
be an outstanding VP, who will
strengthen our Constitutional
values and enhance Parliamen-
tary discourse,” he said.

Radhakrishnan would be In-
dia’s 15th vice president when
he is sworn in to the post.

Reddy said he humbly ac-
cepts the result and wished vice
president-elect Radhakrishnan
the very best as he embarks up-
on his tenure.

The poll was necessitated
due to the sudden resignation
of Jagdeep Dhankhar July 21,
almost two years before his
term was to end. MORE P8 & 9

CM congratulates
Vice-Prez elect

Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi Tuesday
congratulated C P Radhakrishnan
on his victory in the vice presi-
dential election, and said that his
rich administrative experience

will strengthen the functioning of
Parliament. Taking to X, Majhi said:
“Congratulations to Shri @CPRGuv
Ji on being elected as the Vice Presi-
dent of Bharat. Your vast public life,
rich administrative experience and
deep commitment to democratic
values will strengthen the dignity
and functioning of our Parliament.
Wishing you success in serving the
nation in this esteemed office.”

Air quality deteriorates in
Rourkela & Kalinga Nagar

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: Kalinga
Nagar in Jajpur district slipped
seven places to rank 19th among
39 cities with population less
than three lakh (Category-III),
while Rourkela ranked 17th, a
drop in five places, in the list
of 39 cities with population be-
tween three lakh and 10 lakh
(Category-II) , according to
Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan-2025
rankings published Tuesday
that assessed efforts to improve
the air quality.

In Category II, Bhubaneswar
ranked 4th, an improvement of
three places while Cuttack dropped
to 10th, a drop in one place.

Similarly, in Category-III Bal-
asore was placed at 11th rank,
falling four places while Angul
saw an improvement in air
quality as it secured third place
against last year’s fourth. The

New kangaroo-like species discovered in Australia

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Sept 9: Gold prices
skyrocketed by 5,080 to hit an
all-time high of ¥1,12,750 per 10
grams in the national capital
Tuesday in line with strong
global trends.

The precious metal prices
have added 33,800 per 10 grams
or nearly 43 per cent in the cur-
rent calendar year, climbing
from 78,950 per 10 grams on
December 31, 2024.

According to the All India
Sarafa Association, gold 0f 99.9
per cent purity had closed at
%1,07,670 per 10 grams Monday.

In global markets, gold
reached an all-time high of USD
3,659.27 per ounce on Tuesday.
The precious metal later traded
at USD 3,652.72 per ounce, up by
USD 16.81, or 0.46 per cent.

Melbourne, Sept 9: A new
marsupial species closely relat-
ed to the kangaroo was discov-
ered in Australia, but it might
already have gone extinct.
Scientists, including those
from the Curtin University,
found the new species based on
fossils collected from caves of
Nullarbor in south and south-
western Australia.
Researchers have described
the new Nullarbor cave species
as Bettongia haoucharae.Howev-
er, they hope to work further to
identify an appropriate collabo-
rative name along with indige-
nous Australians, including the
Noongar people from whom the
word “woylie” came to be used.
The woylie species are eco-
system engineers, capable of

turning over several tonnes of
earth each year, searching for
their favourite mushrooms and
are native to Western Australia,
according to the new study.

Researchers hope the findings
will unravel further clues about
the diversity of woylies.

The study, published in the
journal Zootaxa, assessed the
skull and teeth fossils to dis-
cover a previously unknown
woylie — also known as brush-
tailed bettong — and two other
living subspecies.

This could prove “very im-
portant” for conservation when
considering breeding and trans-
location initiatives to increase
the size and fitness of popula-
tions, they say.

“Woylies are critically en-
dangered marsupials that have
been the focus of conservation

efforts for decades,” study lead
author and PhD candidate Jake
Newman-Martin added.

“In this new research, we’ve
named a completely new species
based on fossil material, and
two new subspecies of woylies
for the first time. Sadly, many
of them have become extinct

before we’ve even been aware
of them,” Newman-Martin said.

Until now, scientists have typ-
ically used bone measurements
to assess the diversity of woylies
and the number of species.

In the new study, researchers
examined specimens from the
Western Australian Museum,

South Australia Museum, Aus-
tralian Museum, Queensland
Museum, Museums Victoria,
Flinders University research col-
lection, Natural History Museum
London, and Oxford University
Museum of Natural History.

“This research confirmed sev-
eral distinct species expanded
the known diversity of woylies
by measuring skull and body fos-
sil material that had previously
not been looked at in detail,”
said Kenny Travouillon, Cura-
tor of Terrestrial Zoology at the
Western Australian Museum.

“What we’ve found through
this research tells us that exam-
ining fossils alongside genetic
tools could offer significant
insights that may help conser-
vation efforts of this critically
endangered native species,” Dr
Travoullon said.

air quality remained unchanged
in Talcher as it continued to
rank 4th on both occasions in
this category. Meanwhile, at
national level, Delhi slipped
25 places to rank 32nd among
48 cities in Category I having a
population above 10 lakh.

Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan
is an annual ranking initiative
launched by the environment
ministry under the National
Clean Air Programme (NCAP).
It evaluates cities and urban ag-
glomerations based on their im-
plementation of clean-air action
plans and actual air-quality im-
provements, using a structured
framework.

Meanwhile, the Implementa-
tion Committee (IC) under the
NCAP has directed authorities
in Delhi and Noida to take im-
mediate steps to improve util-
isation of pollution control
funds. MORE P8

State to supply broken rice
for ethanol production

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: The state
government is planning to supply
broken rice for ethanol produc-
tion, with more farmers taking
up paddy cultivation following
an increase in the procurement
rate, officials said on Tuesday.
The state has the main eth-
anol plant in Bargarh district,
which uses both rice grain and
rice straw to produce the item
for fuel blending, they said.
There are smaller ethanol plants
in the state as well, utilising grain
feedstock, with the Food Corpora-
tion of India allocating surplusrice
to them for the ethanol blended pet-
rol programme.A discussion was
held at the first meeting of the
Inter-Ministerial Committee for
procurement for the Kharif 2025-
26 season Monday, officials said.
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H ARIES
You are currently high on ‘¥
life. Today is a good day to oy
complete all those tasks you
put on the back burner. It's also a great
day to do the things you hate doing (read:
cleaning up your closet). If you were look-
ing to bring in a new business strategy,
Ganesha gives the thumbs up!

l TAURUS -

In all probability, you will p
challenge all conventions and )
traditions with innovationina

successful manner, predicts Ganesha. In the
afternoon, you may manage to step on the
toes of your boss, so beware. The evening

promises an ambiance that will change your
weaknesses into your strengths.

Il GEMINI

You will feel joy and happi-

ness today, says Ganesha.

However you need to be

careful not to lack in co-operating with
and supporting others in their endeav-
ours. You need to look beyond fulfilling
your own needs and wants and help
others achieve their goals.

[l CANCER

You will decide to expose
certain unreasonable
conventions and traditions, and you will
be able to do so successfully, predicts
Ganesha. In the afternoon, you may
incur the displeasure of your bosses.

In the evening, you will be able to draw
pleasure from whatever you do.

H LEO

Being by oneself is perhaps

- the best company one can =
ever keep. So, indulge in
your own companionship today, says
Ganesha. After all, you know yourself
the best. Take forward this introspective
experience into the evening, and sit back
and listen to your inner voice. Silence
speaks volumes if only one would listen.

H VIRGO i

Ganesha predicts that partner-

ship agreements and monetary g, ~

matters will take up most of

your day because business and work are

on the top of your priority list. You will have
~ to encounter competition and jealousy at

different levels today. In the extremely

competitive business matters, you have

bright chances of success in the evening.

H LIBRA r1
Ganesha sure hopes that ‘k ‘L
you packed your kit right
and are ready to take on

anything, as today promises to be an
action-packed day. Most of this action
might concentrate around your family
members. Towards the afternoon, you
may begin to feel weighed down by
household responsibilities.

[l SCORPIO

Today, Ganesha anticipates

you to be a media mogul in

your own unique way. Your

flock will laud your skills and talents. But
you may shell out an extra buck to get
what you want today. Ganesha sees an
extraordinary bond soldering you and
your spouse closer than before.

[l SAGITTARIUS

You shall push your limits
to make sure your author-
ity goes unquestioned.

Colleagues and seniors will give you a
round of applause for your commitment.
Expect your bank accounts to soar as
unexpected monetary gains is on the
cards, says Ganesha.

Il CAPRICORN

Your spouse would have
complained innumerable
times, accusing you of being
unconcerned and giving priority to work.
Today, he/she will be all smiles, for Gane-
sha says there are chances you will take
your sweetheart out on a pleasure trip.

B AQUARIUS

You will understand the
importance of friends in your
life, and you will go an extra
mile to get back in touch with them.
Your communication skills will help

you get through the door at work, and
everybody, even your competitors will be
appreciate your talents.

l PISCES

A day of hectic socialising f
awaits you, not that you mind

it. But you may also catch

yourself wishing for some time alone for
yourself, says Ganesha. The evening will
probably see you deck up and head for a
happening party, with lots of members of

the opposite sex to woo.

SHRUTI'S

unique identity

Mumbai: Shruti Haasan’s so-
cial media is a bold testament
to her unique identity—dark,
moody, and unapologetically
expressive.

She’s embraced her indi-
viduality by following her in-
stincts rather than conforming
to norms. “I always felt a little
different, not because I tried to
be, but because I saw the world
differently,” she explains. Her
fascination with the unusual—
heavy metal, horror, and even
cartoon villains—stemmed
from childhood.

“It started with Batman
and Dracula. The idea of
turning into a bat made
perfect sense to me!” she
recalls. By her early
teens, she was drawn to
metal music and dark
fashion. “Listening
to Johnny Cash and |
reading Edgar Allan /
Poe made me feel |
like I belonged in |
black. Once I chose |
that path, I never
looked back.” A

For Shruti, goth
isn’t just a style—it’s a
lens through which she
finds beauty in darkness
and poetry in overlooked
spaces. Her taste in cin-
ema mirrors this outlook.
She’s a huge fan of Robert
Eggers, admiring films
like The Witch
and The Light-
house. Yet,
she jokes
about
the

lack of diversity: “I wish he’d
make a film about brown
people! If he ever does, I’'ll hunt
him down and demand to be
cast!” AGENCIES

Mumbai: The rumours of Bollywood and Telugu actress

Kajal Aggarwal having passed away shook the nation

on the 8th of September. The actress who is all haleand
hearty took to her social media account to share a state- |

ment on the same and put all the rumours to rest.
The actress wrote, “I have come across some base-
less news claiming I was in an accident (and no longer

around!) and honestly, it’s quite amusing because it’s |

absolutely untrue. By the grace of God, I want to assure

you all that I am perfectly fine, safe, and doing very well.”
She further stated, “I kindly request you not to believe or

spread such false news. Let’s keep our focus on positivity \,‘

and truth instead.”

The news of her passing away spread like wildfire, and \

afew even started to pour condolence messages on social
media. It was rumoured that Kajal Aggarwal had met

with an accident, and even some “fake” videos of her
accident were being circulated on social media. But
now with the reality coming from the horse’s
mouth itself, it seems that the rumours

would now die a quick death.

IANS

| PEANUTS

Kajal rubbishes <
death rumours
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ANGELINA JOLIE GETS
EMOTIONAL AT TIFF

Hollywood star Angelina Jolie broke down

in tears during the world premiere of her
new film Couture at the 2025 Toronto Inter-
national Film Festival (TIFF). The 50-year-old
actor became emotional when an audience
member asked her for advice on coping with
the loss of a loved one to cancer.
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Bhubaneswar: The 31st Gu-
ru Kelucharan Mohapatra
(GKCM) Award Festival 2025,
organised by Srjan-Guru
Kelucharan Mohapatra Odis-
si Nrityabasa, concluded with
grandeur at Rabindra Mandap
here Tuesday.

The evening commenced
with the ceremonial lighting of
the lamp by MGM Group Chair-
man and Managing Director
Pankaj Lochan Mohanty, for-
mer Rajya Sabha MP Prasanta
Nanda and Srjan Director Guru
Ratikant Mohapatra.

The prestigious Shalimar’s
Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra
Award 2025 for lifetime achieve-
ment was conferred on eminent
Odissi dancer, guru and Padma
Shri awardee Madhavi Mudgal

DEBBY RYAN, JOSH DUN
ANNOUNCE PREGNANCY

honours Odissi vocalist Alekha Chandra Samal.

(Odissi Dance), and renowned
vocalist and music educator

Actor Debby Ryan, best known for
featuring in series such as Jessie
and Insatiable, is expecting her
first child with her husband and
musician Josh Dun. The couple
shared the news with a
collaborative post on Instagram.
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Alekha Chandra Samal (Odissi
Music). Each received a citation
and %1,00,000.

For the first time, the newly
introduced GKCM Kala Sam-
man, honouring established
artistes, aged between 40 to 55
for their significant contribu-
tions, was awarded to Raghu-
nath Das (Odissi Dance ) and
Arnab Bandyopadhyay (Odissi
Dance). The award carried a ci-
tation and %50,000.

The Yuva Pratibha Samman
2025, recognising young talent,
under the age of 40, was award-
ed to Shatabdi Mallik (Odissi
dance) and Muralidhar Swain
(Odissi music), each receiving
325,000 and a citation.

On the occasion, Srjan En-
semble, choreographed by Gu-
ru Ratikant Mohapatra staged

® Rakul on balancing life

Mudgal while Ratikanta Mohapatra looks upon.

Mumbai: Rakul Preet Singh
is embracing a new phase
of life—newly married to
actor-producer Jackky Bha-
gnani—yet remains refresh-
ingly unchanged.

She revealed that while
marriage is a significant mile-
stone, it hasn’t drastically al-
tered her daily life as many
assume. “People keep asking
how life has changed after
marriage. But the truth is it
hasn’t. And that’s the beauty
of it,” she shared. Rakul de-
scribed her relationship as
one built on friendship, part-
nership, and equality, empha-
sising that neither of them
feels their individual dreams
are compromised.

With her trademark hu-
mour, she added, “If anything
has changed, it’s just that I
don’t need to ask my parents
before travelling with my fa-
vourite companion.”

For Rakul, travel is more
than leisure—it’'sa way

of learning and grow-

f

India, frequent re- !
locations taught her |
adaptability and a
sense of belonging
everywhere she |
goes. This upbring- |
ing continues to in-
fluence her approach
to life and work.
Looking ahead, Ra-
kul has wrapped up Pati
Patni Aur Woh 2 with Ay-
ushmann Khurrana and
Sara Ali Khan and will

s & e
ing. Raised in Army /
cantonments across b

star in De De Pyaar De 2
with Ajay Devgn and R. |
Madhavan. As she bal- |

ances work, marriage, |
and travel, Rakul re- |
mains grounded and |
open to life’s evolving |
experiences. AGencies
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Duryodhana, which enthralled
the audience.

Sharing her emotions, Mud-
gal said, “This award means
a lot to me as it carries the
blessings of Guruji. It is more
precious than any other rec-
ognition, even more than Pad-
ma shri.”

“I dedicate this award to my
parents, my gurus, and Guru
Ratikant Mohapatra, whose
blessings have guided me to this
milestone,” Swain said.

The festival was supported
by the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India, and the
department of Odia Litera-
ture, Language and Culture,
Government of Odisha, with
OrissaPOST and Dharitri as
media partners.
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CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN

DISMAL CONVICTION
RATE WORRIES DGP

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) Yo-
gesh Bahadur Khurania Tues-
day expressed concern over the
poor conviction rate in crimes
against women in Odisha and
asked police officers to expe-
dite investigations, improve
evidence handling and treat
victims with empathy.

The DGP said this during a
workshop on women and child
safety organised at Police Bha-
wan here. The workshop aimed
at enhancing police responsive-
ness, improving investigation
techniques, and ensuring jus-
tice for victims of gender-based
crimes.

Khurania, who inaugurated
the workshop, said protecting
women and girls is the topmost
priority of the police force. He
underlined that women’s par-
ticipation will be vital in real-
ising the vision of a ‘Developed
Odisha’ by 2036.

“We’re committed to trans-
forming Odisha into a model

Contraband: Excise

sleuths arrest 147

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: The
Excise department, under the
ongoing special drive, has
achieved a major breakthrough
in its crackdown on illicit Ii-
quor and narcotics rackets
across the state, with the arrest
of at least 147 persons for their
involvement in the trade, offi-
cial sources said Tuesday.

According to official sources,
contraband worth Rs 1.21 crore
was seized in coordinated raids
conducted Monday.

During the operations, the
department registered 258 cases
and arrested 147 persons for their
involvement in the illegal trade.

The enforcement teams re-
ported significant seizures, in-
cluding 10,362 bulk litres (BL)
of illicitly-distilled liquor, 471
BL of duty-paid liquor, and the
destruction of nearly 1,00,060 li-
tres of wash, a key ingredient in
the production of illicit liquor.

Additionally, the teams con-
fiscated 7,294 kilograms of Ma-
hua flowers, 24 kilograms of
Bhang, and 13 vehicles used in
the illegal trade.

In a parallel crackdown un-
der the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act, officials registered eight
cases and seized nearly 347 Kki-
lograms of ganja.

Authorities stated that the
sustained operations are part
of the department’s ‘zero tol-
erance policy’ against illicit
liquor and drug trafficking.

The special drive, which has
been intensified across dis-
tricts, is aimed at dismantling
networks engaged in the ille-
gal supply chain and ensuring
stricter enforcement of excise
and narcotics laws.

The department further af-
firmed that enforcement actions
will continue with equal inten-
sity in the coming days, rein-
forcing the state government’s
goal of achieving an illicit li-
quor and drug-free Odisha.

v

state in terms of women’s safe-
ty,” the DGP stated, urging offi-
cers to work in unison towards
this goal.

The highlight of the event
was the felicitation of police
personnel from 13 districts
who played leading roles in se-
curing convictions in heinous
cases involving minor girls.
Apart from SPs, investigating
officers and supervising offi-
cers, public prosecutors were
also awarded commendation
certificates for swift and effec-
tive action.

About the cases, an official
said in Jharsuguda district, a
rape accused was sentenced to
25 years of rigorous imprison-
ment within 55 days. In Balas-
ore’s Remuna and Singla po-
lice stations, convictions were
secured within 67 and 104 days,
respectively, with 20-year to
25-year sentences.

Out of 13 landmark cases,
11 led to 20 plus years of im-
prisonment, showcasing the
efficiency of Odisha Police in
recent months.

Despite these successes, the
DGP expressed concern over
the 9.1 per cent conviction rate
in crimes against women, as
per the NCRB data. The DGP
asked police personnel to speed
up investigations, improve ev-
idence handling, and treat vic-
tims with empathy.

“Speedy investigation, vic-
tim-friendly policing, and sci-
entific methods must be used
to ensure justice,” he advised.

He also reminded officers
about the new provisions under
the BNS, BNSS and BSA which
mandate time-bound investiga-
tions, Zero FIRs and e-FIR fa-
cilities, all aimed at delivering
prompt justice.

The DGP said 537 police
stations across the state now
have women and child desks,
37 anti-human trafficking
units (AHTUs) have been set
up to curb trafficking and trace
missing women and children
and over 100 police stations are
now headed by women officers
to improve gender sensitivity
in policing.

Enhanced cyber patrolling
and social media monitoring
measures are in place to curb
the spread of sensitive photos
and videos involving women
and children.

All speakers reiterated the
importance of women safety
as a societal responsibility
and emphasised collaborative
governance in tackling gen-
der-based violence.

The workshop opened with a
welcome address by IG (Women
and Child Crime Wing) S Saini,
and concluded with a vote of
thanks by IG (Crime Branch)
Sarthak Sarangi.

S (M congratulates
Radhakrishnan

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi Tuesday congratulated CP
Radhakrishnan on his victory
in the vice presidential elec-
tion, and said that his rich ad-
ministrative experience will
strengthen the functioning of
Parliament.

NDA candidate Radhakrish-
nan won the vice presidential
election Tuesday by bagging 452
votes, while Opposition candi-
date B Sudershan Reddy polled
300 votes, Returning Officer PC
Mody said.

Taking to X, Majhi said,
“Congratulations to Shri @
CPRGuv Ji on being elected as
the Vice President of Bharat.
Your vast public life, rich ad-
ministrative experience and
deep commitment to demo-
cratic values will strengthen
the dignity and functioning of
our Parliament. Wishing you
success in serving the nation
in this esteemed office.”

A total of 767 MPs cast their
ballot in a turnout of 98.2 per
cent, of which 752 were valid
and 15 votes deemed invalid,
Mody said. One postal ballot
was cancelled as the MP de-
clined to cast the vote.

MAN GETS 20-YR RI FOR

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: A spe-
cial POCSO court here Tuesday
sentenced a man to undergo 20
years of rigorous imprisonment
(RI) for abducting and raping a
17-year-old girl a year ago.

Saroj Kumar Sahoo, Ad hoc
additional sessions judge, POC-
SO court, pronounced the order
after examining 12 witnesses
and 71 documents, a govern-
ment advocate said.

FOR A CAUSE

Cuttack Collector Dattatraya
Bhausaheb Shinde and CMC
Mayor Subash Chandra Singh flag
off a senior citizen pilgrimage bus
in the Silver City, Tuesday

Evict unauthorised occupants from
campus: Utkal University students

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: A day
after Utkal University evicted
non-boarders from hostels, sev-
eral students and former pupils
Tuesday stormed into the office
of the Vice Chancellor and de-
manded the removal of illegal
occupants living in quarters
and slum-dwellers residing on
the campus.

The students and alumni of
the premier university staged
a protest in front of the office
of Vice Chancellor Jagnesh-
war Dandapat, Registrar Swati
Mishra and other officials of the
institute.

“Everyone wants peace here.
Outsiders were removed from
the hostels Monday. We de-
mand similar eviction of those
living illegally in quarters and
slum dwellers residing on the
campus,” a protesting former
student said.

The Vice Chancellor said the
university has issued a notice
to those residing illegally on the
campus, and asserted that they
would be evicted soon.

On the removal of slum
dwellers from the campus, he
said a discussion has been ini-

The court also imposed a
fine of Rs 5,000 on the 25-year-
old convict. In case of non-pay-

|

PUJA AHEAD: An artisan prepares a crown for the upcoming Durga Puja, at Firing Bazar in Cuttack, Tuesday
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We have to follow certain rules to evict the unauthorised
occupants from the quarters. We had earlier issued a
notice to them, and a second notice was issued Tuesday,

giving them a three-day deadline to vacate the premises. Evic-
tion drives would soon be carried out

SWATI MISHRA | UTKAL UNIVERSITY REGISTRAR

tiated with the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
in this regard.

“We have to follow certain
rules to evict the unauthorised
occupants from the quarters.
We had earlier issued a notice
to them, and a second notice
was issued Tuesday, giving
them a three-day deadline to
vacate the premises. Eviction

drives would soon be carried
out,” Registrar Swati Mish-
ra said. A special drive was
launched to remove all outsid-
ers from the hostels to ensure
a better academic environment
on the campus, she said.

The university, with the
help of the police force, evict-
ed non-boarders from hostels
Monday.

RAPING MINOR IN CITY

S
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ment, he would undergo an ad-
ditional three months in jail,
he said. The man had abducted

the girl July 11, 2024 from her
house on the pretext of marry-
ing her with the consent of her
parents, police said.

He then forced the girl to
have physical relations sever-
al times against her will, they
said. She subsequently man-
aged to escape and filed a com-
plaint at Mancheswar police
station September 24 last year.

The police registered a
case and arrested the man
September 27.

Khurda Road Division implements
biometric attendance for TTES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: Mark-
ing a step towards transparen-
cy and accountability in Rail-
ways, Khurda Road Division,
under East Coast Railway, has
implemented biometric sign-in
and sign-off for Train Ticket Ex-
aminers (TTEs).

To streamline the duty atten-
dance system, biometric-based
login and off has been intro-
duced in all 12 computerised
TTE lobbies of the division
located at Khurda Road, Puri,
Bhubaneswar, Bhadrak, Ja-
jpur Keonjhar Road, Cuttack,
Balugaon, Brahmapur, Palasa,
Dhenkanal, Angul and Paradip.

This facility will cover
around 550 TTEs working
under the division. The Aad-
haar-enabled biometric au-
thentication will ensure accu-
rate sign-on and off, eliminate
discrepancies in manual atten-
dance systems and confirm the
physical presence of staff at the
respective station while signing
on and off duty.

The project is part of the ‘Pro-
liferation of Computerised TTE
Lobbies over Indian Railways’

initiative, which has already
been implemented at more
than 950 locations across the
country.

The biometric feature was
developed in coordination with
the Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing (C-DAC),
under the Ministry of Electron-
ics and Information Technology.

The system uses Aad-
haar-based fingerprint authen-
tication devices, certified by
UIDAI and STQC and integrat-
ed with the e-Pramaan portal.

The feature has been success-
fully tested at New Delhi TTE
lobby with certified devices and
is now being deployed across all
TTE lobbies of Indian Railways.
This initiative will not only
bring efficiency and transpar-
ency but also strengthen mon-
itoring of staff deployment,
thereby improving service de-
livery for passengers.

Bhitarkanika a major heronry for colonial birds

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Rajnagar,
Sept 9: Bhitarkanika National
Park in Kendrapara district has
reestablished itself as a conge-
nial habitat of resident water
birds maintaining a stable
nesting population of winged
species, a senior official said
Tuesday.

Official statistics of the annu-
al colonial bird census released
Tuesday pegged their popula-
tion at 1,30,796 belonging to 10
species. With this, the popula-
tion of monsoon birds has in-
creased marginally this year
as compared to 1,30,123 birds
sighted in 2024.

“The consistent presence
of diverse water bird species
underlines the ecological
importance of Bhitarkanika
Mangroves as one of the largest

heronries in Asia. The annual
nesting congregation not only
enhances the ecological rich-
ness of the mangrove ecosys-
tem but also provides critical
insights into the conserva-
tion status of colonial water
birds,” said Divisional For-
est Officer (DFO), Rajnagar
Mangrove Wildlife Division,
Varadaraj Gaonkar.

“Mangrove Wildlife Division,
Rajnagar, remains committed
to ensuring the protection of
wetland habitats and safeguard-
ing the future of these avian
species,” said the DFO.

The census team monitored
all the waterbodies and man-
grove forest areas of Mathadia,
Laxmiprasaddia, Durgaprasad-
dia and Balidia heronries in
and around Bhitarkanika na-
tional park.

The Asian Open-billed Stork

continued to dominate the nest-
ing colonies, with 15,919 nests,
making it the most abundant
species in the region. Other

significant species include
Black-headed Ibis, Purple
Heron, Large Egret, Inter-
mediate Egret, Little Egret,

THE ANNUAL
COLONIAL BIRD
CENSUS RELEASED
TUESDAY
PEGGED THE BIRD
POPULATION AT
1,30,796 BELONGING
TO 10 SPECIES,
AS AGAINST
1,30,123 IN 2024

Grey Heron, Little Cormo-
rant, Black-crowned Night
Heron, and Darter.

Among the heronry sites,
Laxmiprasaddia having 13,594
nests and Mathadia 13,261 nests
emerged as the major nesting
hubs, contributing to the bulk
of the nesting bird population.

The preferred nesting tree
species are: Bani (Avicennia
officinalis), along with Guan,
Kerauan, Oruan, Sinduka, and
Sundari.

Abundant fish in the river
and creeks and distance from
human habitation has made it
a congenial breeding spot for
thousands of birds.

Lack of human interference
also comes in handy for birds
as these winged species make
and mend nests, collect green
branches for building and re-
pairing nests, lay, incubate,
and hatch eggs, feed fledglings,
guard them from predators
without any obstructions, said
the Forest officer.

Noted ornithologist Salim
Ali made a chance-discovery
of Bhitarkanika bird’s habitat
during a casual visit to Bhitar-
kanika in 1981.
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to domestic violence’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: Deputy
Chief Minister Pravati Parida
Tuesday asserted that addiction
to making reels leads to domes-
tic violence and asked women
to restrict their use of mobile
phones to keep a balance be-
tween family life and chatting
on social media.

She also said that women
should opt for mobile fasting,
the practice of taking periodic
breaks from digital devices, for
peace in the family.

“It isnoticed that reel-making
addiction and spending more

BJD downplays resignation

Bhubaneswar: The Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) Tuesday downplayed concerns
over the resignation of senior leaders
N Bhaskar Rao, Lal Bihari Himirika,
and a few district-level functionaries
from Rayagada, asserting that the
departures would not affect the party’s
organisational strength.Speaking at a
press conference at Shankha Bhavan,
BJD spokesperson Lenin Mohanty said
the party remains united and strong
under the leadership of Naveen Patnaik.
Reacting to Bhaskar Rao’s remarks
_questioning the party’s decision-mak-
ing, Mohanty called them unfortunate.

CLASSIFIED

Before the Court of
Notary Public, Jajpur
Road, I Minakshi
Malik, aged about 35
year W/o0 Manoj Jena
of Village -Mundamal,
P.O./PS.- Jajpur Road,
‘Dist. - Jajpur, Odisha,
PIN -755019. My Adhaar
No.- XXXX XxXXX 3578,
My daughter namely
Manisha Jena. Hereby
declare that Minakshi
Jena and Minakshi
Malik both the name are
one and same person.

I Dhaneshwar

Biswal, S/o0. Late
Arakhit Biswal,
resident of Ward

No. 9, Patharaganja,
P.O.: Malud, PS.:
Krushnaprasad, Dist.:
Puri, PIN - 752032,
Odisha declare by
this affidavit No. 1038,
Dtd.08.09.2025 that
now onwards I shall be
known as Dhaneswar
Biswal for all future
purposes.

LOST

I Mamata Purohit,

W/o. Dr. Ramkrishna
Purohit, Resident

of Purohit General
Hospital & Research
Centre, Bargarh to
hereby declared that

I have lost Original
Chaka ROR Khata No.
160 of Mouza: Ambapali,
Dist.: Bargarh
somewhere, while I

was going to R.I. Office,
Sarsara on Dt.01.09.2025
and couldn’t trace out
the same.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.

time on mobile phones lead to
domestic violence. Therefore, I
call upon young girls and wom-
en to restrict the use of mobile
phones. Maintain a balance
between family life and social
media use,” said Parida, who is
also in-charge of the women and
child development department.

She was addressing the
state-level training camp on Pro-
tection of Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005 and Dowry
Prohibition Act, 1961.

Parida said, “As we women
in India observe fast on certain
festivals like Durga Puja, one
should also vow to take a break

from the use of mobile phones
for some hours for the peace in
the family.”

Noting that there has been
a rise in divorce cases in the
state, the deputy chief minis-
ter pointed out that the in-laws
in most of the families are an-
noyed over the habit of their
daughters-in-law of excessive
use of mobile phone, chatting
and making reels.

“As women play a vital role
in shaping society and nurtur-
ing children, it is essential for
them to prioritise their family’s
well-being,” the BJP MLA from
Nimapara said. Excessive use
of anything, including social
media, can have negative con-
sequences and women become
victims, she said.

To reduce domestic violence,
plans are made to strengthen
the Women and Child Desks at
police stations and fill vacant
positions, Parida said.

Highlighting the need for
awareness and implementation
of the laws for the protection of
women to curb atrocities against
them, Parida called for prevent-
ing the misuse of the legislation.

Guv stresses quality
edu, grading at CUO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar/Koraput,
Sept 9: Governor Hari Babu
Kambhampati, during his vis-
it to CUO, Koraput Tuesday,
stressed the need for quali-
tative education and higher
grading standards. “Students
have the right to choose a uni-
versity based on the quality of
education and faculty,” he said,
outlining two key priorities for
elevating the university’s stat-
ure — strengthening faculty
quality and improving insti-
tutional ranking and grading
points.

Governor reviewed the in-
stitution’s development and
interacted with the faculty and
students. CUQ’s vice-chancellor
(I/c) Narasingha Charan Pan-
da, along with registrar (I/c)
Rakesh Kumar Lenka, finance
officer Duryodhan Sethy, se-
nior faculty members and uni-
versity officials were present on
the occasion.

At the review meet, Panda
presented an overview of the
university’s recent progress
and future plans. Kambham-
pati urged the administra-
tion to identify and address
challenges hindering student
enrolment and highlighted
the pressing need for recruit-
ing permanent teaching and
non-teaching staff.

He also expressed his satis-
faction with the university’s
recent infrastructure develop-
ment and newly started courses
for being futuristic and focus-
ing on the needs of the state and
nation.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: An
Odisha State Pollution Control
Board (OSPCB) team Tuesday
inspected the Gadakana dump-
ing yard, where the Alia Gada
Hatao Sainik School Banchao
alleged that the visit exposed
the Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation’s (BMC) false
claims on waste management.
The inspection was conducted
in the presence of BMC officials,
members of the Alia Gada Hatao
campaign, and local representa-
tives. It was supervised by OS-
PCB senior scientist Usharani
Patnaik and the Regional Offi-
cer, along with the BMC Deputy
Commissioner and members of
the citizens’ campaign.
During the inspection, offi-
cials found massive heaps of
untreated waste at the site,
contradicting BMC’s repeat-
ed claims that no such dump
existed. Stunned by the hill-
like mounds of garbage, the

Pollution Control Board team
warned BMC and said a for-
mal notice would be issued,
directing immediate removal
of the waste.

The BMC had earlier claimed
that only three processing
units with a daily capacity of
15 tonnes were approved on
August 12 this year. Howev-
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er, OSPCB clarified that these
plants have been operational
since 2022-23 and were found
non-functional during verifica-
tion. Officials also noted toxic
leachate being discharged di-
rectly from fruit, vegetable, and
MMC waste processing plants
into nearby areas, and directed
BMC to arrange alternatives to

/5L saplings to be planted Sept 17

Odisha to celebrate
PM’s 75th birthday
with mega plantation
drive involving
15 lakh students

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: To mark
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
75th birthday, Odisha will plant
a record 75 lakh saplings Sep-
tember 17. The statewide drive
will see 15 lakh students from
nearly 40,000 schools, guided
by two lakh teachers, take part.
The initiative is spearheaded by
the Forest, Environment and
Climate Change department in
coordination with other depart-
ments and education officials.
Additional Chief Secretary Sa-
tyabrata Sahu, while chairing
a high-level meeting Tuesday,
underscored the pivotal role
of students in the campaign,
describing them as “beacons of
green consciousness.” He said
the drive goes beyond boosting
green cover, aiming to build a
long-term environmental move-
ment. Students will not only
plant saplings but also serve as
“green ambassadors” in their
communities, inspiring wider
participation in environmental
protection.

The programme will run from
5am to 5pm at 37,000 designated
locations across the state’s pan-

Described as a ‘green
revolution in the
making,’ the initiative
places students at
the heart of Odisha’s
conservation efforts

chayats, identified in coordina-
tion with the Panchayati Raj
department. Banners will be
placed at each site, while schools
have been asked to coordinate
with local Community Develop-
ment and Block Development of-
ficers to finalise responsibilities.
Photos of the plantations will be
uploaded on the Meri Life por-
tal, with training on the process
scheduled for September 11.
The Horticulture department

Odisha grapples with rlsmg suicide crisis

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: As
the world observes World Sui-
cide Prevention Day Wednes-
day (Sept 10) with the theme
“Changing the Narrative”,
Odisha faces a sobering men-
tal health crisis. Rising student
suicides and recent high-profile
tragedies have intensified calls
for compassionate action, pol-
icy reform, and strengthened
mental health support systems.

Between 2020 and February
2025, Odisha recorded 72 stu-
dent suicides across schools
and colleges, according to the
government. Reported caus-
es include mental pressure,
harassment, denial of mobile
phone use, academic stress,
and domestic conflicts.

The situation has worsened
over the past two years. In 2023
alone, Odisha recorded 189 stu-
dent suicides—a staggering 58
per cent rise from 119 in 2021.
While total suicides across the
state slightly fell from 6,140 in
2022 to 5,989 in 2023, Odisha’s
suicide rate of 13.3 per 100,000
remains above the national
average. Two high-profile trag-
edies—the death of a Nepalese
student at KIIT University and
the self-immolation of a girl at

AFTERMATH OF TRAGEDY: Students in Bhubaneswar hold protest
following the self-immolation of a girl at FM College, Balasore — a stark
call for urgent systemic change

FM College, Balasore—serve as
grim reminders of the urgent
need for intervention. These
incidents sparked widespread
grief and outrage, highlighting
the emotional burdens many
young people silently endure.
Social activist Naba Kishore
Pujari said factors such as
failed relationships, bullying,
or family conflicts can trigger
severe emotional distress, par-
ticularly among young people.
Women'’s activist Matrumay-
ee Priyadarshini said college
suicides are a grave concern,
with mental health struggles
as the main trigger. Academic
pressure, low self-worth, iden-
tity crises, and relationship
issues often push students to

FILE PHOTO

the brink.

Mental health expert Amrit
Pattojoshi said, “The recent
student tragedies in Odisha
are not isolated incidents but
heartbreaking cries for help
from youth who felt unseen
and unsupported.”

He added, “Suicide is rarely
caused by a single factor—it
arises from layers of stress,
including academic pressure,
harassment, mental health
challenges, and a profound
sense of hopelessness. We must
turn compassion into action
by ensuring campuses have
24/7 support systems, trained
listeners, and accessible coun-
selling. The media should stop
sensationalising deaths and

instead highlight stories of
survival.”

Joyeeta Roy, a women en-
trepreneur and social media
expert, said, “In today’s digi-
tal age, social media has made
public validation feel more
important than ever. People
often share idealised versions
of their lives, unknowingly fu-
eling anxiety, depression, and
low self-esteem.”

Student Srusti Mishra high-
lighted social media influence
and lack of open communica-
tion as contributing factors.
“We need to talk, listen, and
love more—judgment-free,”
she said, urging greater gov-
ernment accountability.

The crisis extends beyond
students. Mental health issues
are rising sharply among rural
communities, including farm-
ers, with two recent farmer
suicides in the state.

Studies show 74 per cent of
farmers experience depressive
symptoms, and 31 per cent suf-
fer severe depression. In re-
sponse, the state is expanding
Tele-MANAS helplines (14416 /
1800-891-4416), installing CCTV
in schools, mandating Internal
Complaints Committees, and
conducting suicide prevention
drives in colleges.

will provide free indigenous
fruit saplings for the event.
Agriculture and Farmers’ Em-
powerment department Princi-
pal Secretary Arabinda Kumar
Padhee stressed that post-plan-
tation care is crucial. Students
are encouraged to nurture their
saplings for the next three years
and take full ownership of their
upkeep. To further engage them,
schools will organise competi-
tions on environmental themes,
with winners to be felicitated the
same day.

Described as a “green revolu-
tion in the making,” the initia-
tive places students at the heart
of Odisha’s conservation efforts,
aiming to create a lasting impact
that extends well beyond a single
day’s plantation drive.
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prevent further contamination.

Concerns were also raised
about unprocessed garbage
being carried by birds and
scattered in nearby areas, fol-
lowing which officials directed
BMC to cover the waste with
strong nets.

Local activists alleged that
BMC has been illegally dump-
ing waste at Gadakana for years
without authorisation, pollut-
ing vast areas of Bhubaneswar
and encroaching on the land of
institutions like Sainik School.

Residents have long com-
plained of foul stench and
health hazards, leading to
repeated protests and demon-
strations. After the inspection,
Odisha Parents Federation
(OPF) president Basudev Bhat-
ta expressed hope that the in-
tervention would bring relief to
city residents. He warned that
unless concrete steps are taken
to remove the waste and restore
the area, a large-scale agitation
will be launched.

Enact Chilika fishing
bill, OES urges CM

Bhubaneswar: The Orissa
Environmental Society (OES)

has urged Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi to take immediate
steps to enact the long-pending
‘Odisha Regulation of Fishing and
Fisheries in Chilika’ Bill, 2017, in the
upcoming Assembly session. In a
letter addressed to the CM, OES
working president Jaya Krushna
Panigrahi expressed concern

over the deteriorating ecological
condition of Chilika Lake and the
escalating conflicts over its fishery
resources. The society highlighted
the growing environmental threats
to Chilika, and noted that the

lake’s unique aquatic and avian
biodiversity faces immense threat
from human activities, particularly
illegal prawn farming. Panigrahi
pointed out that gheries and net-
enclosures—constructed within the
lake waters have severely impacted
the marginalised traditional

fishing communities, leading to
frequent conflicts. OES stated that
despite the Odisha High Court’s
1993 directive and longstanding
appeals from conservationists and
fisherfolk, the 2017 Bill—originally
approved by the state Cabinet—has
not been enacted. The proposed
legislation is designed to regulate
fishing practices in Chilika, address
the issue of illegal aquaculture,
and vest fishing lease authority
with the Chilika Development
Authority (CDA), thus enabling
sustainable management of the
lake’s resources. “This will not
only bring relief to Chilika’s fragile
ecosystem and its dependent
communities but also reflect
Odisha’s commitment to wetland
conservation,” the letter stated.
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Class IX boy ragged
by hostel inmates

POST NEWS NETWORK

Phulbani, Sept 9: The scourge
of ragging continues unabated,
despite being outlawed and hav-
ing severe consequences, even
as a group of six to seven stu-
dents at Dinarsingh Memorial
Government Higher Secondary
School, Boida under Phulbani
block of Kandhamal district
brutally assaulted a Class IX
student, accusing him of theft
and mocking. The boy sus-
tained grievous injuries all
over his body.

School authorities reported-
ly delayed in rescuing the vic-
tim and later admitted him to
Gumagada hospital. However,
instead of following due proce-
dure, the boy was sent home in
an apparent attempt to cover up
the incident. Locals attributed
recurrence of such incidents to
the absence of the hostel super-
intendent on the campus.

The school functions under
the District Welfare depart-

~ment and hosts both boys and
girls from Class I to XI, many of
whom stay in the hostels. The
victim had gone to his bed after
dinner around 10pm Monday.
Soon after, six to seven hostel
inmates accused him of steal-

ing soap and money, and start-
ed assaulting him. Despite his
repeated denials, they contin-
ued thrashing him until

about 11pm.

School

home after treatment.
When contacted, headmaster
and hostel superintendent Jay-
alal Nayak admitted that
the incident had tak-

On being . en place. He said
alerted Dby authorities the assault
a teacher, stemmed
the hostel . report(?dly dela‘_y eFl from alle-
superin- in rescuing the victim gations of
el While there was allegation WS
reached Dis-
the spot that an apparent attempt trict
and was made to cover up the RS
pacified . . officer
the stu- |nC|dent, aS Rabi-
dents. due procedure was narayan
However, Mishra
instead of not followed confirmed
admitting the the ragging
victim to a hos- incident and said
pital, the superinten- an inquiry has begun.

dent shifted him elsewhere

in the hostel. The critically-in-
jured boy remained in the
hostel throughout the night.
He was shifted to Gumagada
hospital Tuesday morning.
The school authorities sent him

Surprise check at fert godowns in Nandapur

NARENDRA RAUT, OP

Koraput, Sept 9: In the wake

- of complaints from the farm-
ing community of Nandapur
block in this district about the
shortage and black-marketing
of urea fertilizer, local admin-
istration conducted a surprise
inspection at multiple godowns
Monday evening.

Complaints have emerged
that certain traders are al-
legedly selling urea at inflated
prices. Nandapur tehsildar
Bedabrata Maharana, accom-
panied by district agriculture
official Linga Raj Choudhury,
conducted the check at several

Bharatmq a rpad set to
boost tourism in Koraput

from Odisha to Andhra

godowns and retail outlets in
Nandapur town. During the
checks, officials verified stock
registers, reviewed availabili-
ty, and cross-examined pricing
practices to curb malpractice.

Farmers alleged that due
to artificial scarcity, they are
being forced to pay beyond
the government rates. Taking
note of these complaints, the
tehsildar issued a warning to
shopkeepers against hoarding
and black marketing.

The tehsildar said, “Farmers
should not suffer due to artifi-
cial shortage or illegal practices.
Strict action will be taken against
anyone found hoarding.”

“This happened over al-
legations of stealing soap and
money. Parents of the accused
students have been summoned
to the school Friday. Stringent
action will be taken against
those found guilty,” Mishra said.

Ganjam DM assesses

fertilizer stock, supply

Chhatrapur: Amidst the ongoing
outcry over shortage and
black-marketing of fertilizers,
Ganjam Collector V Keerthi
Vasan assessed the availability
and supply of fertilizers in the
district Tuesday. At a review
meeting here, the Collector
ordered all the private retailers
not to deviate from the
government approved pricing.
In addition to this, if any PACS
has an excess amount of stocks
available at the disposal, they
may tag and supply other PACS
for the convenience of farmers,
he said. Vasan informed that
more amount of fertilizers may
be procured by the government,
if need arises.

State

FM student immolation:
(B files chargesheet

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 9: The
Crime Branch has submitted a
349-page chargesheet before the
Balasore SDJM Court in con-
nection with the heart-rending
self-immolation of a student at
Fakir Mohan College. The doc-
ument incorporates statements
from 120 witnesses.

Charges have initially been
framed against two accused;
proceedings against the re-
maining two will follow short-
ly. Investigators have arrested
four individuals, including two
college students, for allegedly
harassing and abetting the
victim. The students are sus-
pected of conspiring to incite
her fatal act.

The probe remains open as
officers pursue every lead.

On 12 July, the young wom-
an doused herself in petrol and
set herself alight, claiming she
had been denied justice in a
sexual-harassment complaint
she had lodged against the
Head of the Integrated B.Ed.
Department.

She suffered 95 % burns and
succumbed to her injuries on
the night of 14 July at AIIMS
Bhubaneswar.

Poacher held; gun,
deer horns seized

Bhanjanagar: Police Tuesday
morning arrested a poacher

and seized a country-made gun
and two deer horns from his
possession in Tarsingh area of
Ganjam district. The accused has
been identified as Sania Mallik of
Budurupali village. Bhanjanagar
SDPO Deepak Mishra disclosed the
arrest at a press briefing, where
Tarasingh 1IC Shubha Lakshmi
Pujari and SI Sameer Behera
were also present. Police said the
poacher, Sania, had long been
engaged in hunting wild animals
using a country-made SBML gun.
He used to kill animals and sell

their meat, teeth, skin and horns.
Investigators described him as having
an antisocial background, which had
deterred locals from filing complaints
against him. Sania was produced in
court later in the evening.

UNIQUE STIR: Women of Bhandaripadar in Minia panchaya
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t of Phulbani block in Kandhamal district planting

paddy saplings on a muddy road connecting their village as a mark of protest against the bad road condition Tuesday

2 kids die of snakebite as
family prefers sorcerer

POST NEWS NETWORK

Umerkote, Sept 9: Supersti-
tion and unreasonable delay
in hospitalisation claimed the
precious lives of two children,
including an infant, due to
snakebite at Rajpur village un-
der this block in Nabarangpur
district Tuesday.

The deceased were identified
as Amita, 11, and nine-month-
old Ruturaj - daughter and son
of Hemabati and Sukuram Har-
ijan of the village.

Owing to superstition, the
family members took the sib-
lings to a sorcerer after a ven-
omous snake bit them during
sleep late Monday night.

Family members had to rush
them to Umerkote Sub-Divi-
sional Hospital after the sor-
cerer failed to cure them. How-
ever, by then it was too late as
the doctors at the hospital pro-
nounced them dead on arrival.

Sources said Sukuram’s fam-
ily went to sleep after dinner
and later in the night a venom-
ous snake slithered inside their
room and bit the siblings. The
family members woke up to
their scream and found them

in critical condition. They tried
to ascertain the reason behind
their sudden illness when they
spotted the snake slithering
inside.

They rushed the kids to a sor-
cerer near their village instead
of taking them to the hospital.
However, their condition dete-
riorated following which Suku-
ram called a 108-ambulance
and rushed them to Umerkote
Sub-Divisional Hospital where
the doctors pronounced them
dead.

SDMO Santosh Panda said
the children could have sur-
vived had they been brought
to the hospital in time. Singsari
outpost police registered a case
and handed over the bodies to
the police after a postmortem.

Docs remove tooth stick from food pipe

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Sept 9: Doctors
at Maharaja Krushna Chandra
Gajapati (MKCG) Medical Col-
lege and Hospital successful-
ly performed a rare surgery,
removing a 22-cm tooth stick
lodged in an elderly woman’s
food pipe. She is now reported
to be stable.

According to  sources,
70-year-old Kamaraju Nayak of
Natanga village in Belaguntha
block accidentally swallowed
the twig while brushing her
teeth a few days ago. Soon after,
she began experiencing prob-
lems in eating and performing

her daily activities. Although
she informed her family, they
initially did not believe her.
When her condition wors-
ened and it became almost
impossible to take food, Nay-
ak sought treatment at a gov-
ernment hospital in Bhan-
janagar. Family members said
she lived on only liquids for a
week. With no improvement
at Bhanjanagar, she consulted
both government and private

doctors in the area before being
admitted to the Ear, Nose and
Throat (ENT) department at
MKCG Monday.

Under the supervision of
ENT head Sanjit Kumar Mish-
ra, tests confirmed the pres-
ence of a 22-cm tooth stick. A
team led by Mishra, including
Sarita Das, Prabir Keshari
Pradhan, Satyaswarup, Sa-
rita Marandi, and anaesthe-
tist Bipin Mallik, conducted
a one-hour surgery Tuesday
morning, and successfully
removed the object. Hospital
authorities said the patient is
recuperating well following
the rare operation.

IMFL shop set
afire in Joda

POST NEWS NETWORK

Joda, Sept 9: Properties over
%1 crore was stolen and burnt
after miscreants set a foreign
liquor shop on fire after steal-
ing liquors from the shop at
Cinema Hall Square in Joda
town of Keonjhar district late
Monday night.

Reports said 80 per cent of the
liquors stored in the shop has
been burnt. Joda police launched
an investigation after shop own-
er Santosh Kumar Gupta lodged
a written complaint.

TSR,

Sources said over 600 cartons
of liquor were stolen while the
computer hard disk and other
goods reduced to cinders. The
miscreants after stealing the
liquor set ablaze the cartons
stored in the godowns.

The matter came to the fore
when the employees came to
open the shop Tuesday morn-
ing and found smoke billowing
out of the shop. They informed
the fire personnel who reached
the spot and doused the fire af-
ter struggling for over an hour.

AST COAST R

LWAY

E-tender No. CMSSBPLP252701B

CONTRACT FOR SUPPLY OF (A)
MEDICINES, (B) SURGICAL ITEMS &
(C) CONSUMAELES, AGAINST DAY TO
DAY LOCAL PURCHASE FOR
DIVISIONAL RAILWAY HOSPITAL,
SAMBALPUR FOR A PERIOD OF 02
(TWO) YEARS FROM THE DATE OF
COMMENCEMENT OF THE

HOMI BHABHA CENTRE FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION
TATA INSTITUTE OF FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH
National Olympiad Programme 2025-2026

in Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry, Physics,
Junior Science

AST COAST RAILWAY

File No. DRM/Engg/KUR/25-26/
E-Tender/69, Dt. 04.09.2025

(1) Tender No. e-tender-BrkUR-
184-2025, Dtd.: 29.08.2025

FABRICATION AND FIXING OF MAN
REFUGE, SIDE PATHWAY,
INSPECTION PLATFORM ON
ABUTMENT AND PIERS, CRADLE ON
PSC GIRDERS AND CENTRAL
INSPECTION WALKWAY ON CG ON
DIFFERENT BRIDGES OF JAROLI-
TOMKA SECTION OF KHURDA ROAD
DIVISION.

Approx. Cost of the Work :EaFEiNiv]
Lakh, EMD ;% 2,77,500/-
(2) Tender No. e-tender-BrKUR-
206-2025, Dtd.: 29.08.2025

=L PROVISION OF
INSPECTION PLATFORM TO VARIOUS
MAJOR BRIDGES AS PER RDSO DRG.
NO.-CBES0044 AND PROVISION OF
INSPECTION CRADLE TO DIFFERENT
PSC GIRDER BRIDGES FOR CAMBER
MEASUREMENT UNDER THE
JURISDICTION OF SENIOR SECTION
ENGINEER/BRIDGE/SOUTH OF
KHURDAROAD DIVISION.

Lakh, EMD : ¥ 2,29,300/-

Completion Period :

Months (for both SI. Nos.).
Hrs. of 22.09.2025 (for both the Tenders).
No manual offers sent by Post/ Courier/
Fax or in person shall be accepted
against such e-tenders even if these are

12 (Twelve)

All students wishing to participate in the prgoramme
must appear in corresponding National Standard
Examinations (NSEs) (for science subjects) on
November 22 and 23, 2025, conducted by the Indian
Association of Physics Teachers (IAPT).
Qualification in NSE is the first step towards
participation in the corresponding International
Olympiads of 2026.
To enroll:
NSEs: https://www.iapt.org.in (Aug. 21 - Sep. 14, 2025)
For more details: https://olympiads.hbcse.tifr.res.in
https://www.iapt.org.in

submitted on firm's letter head and
received in time. All such manual offers
shall be considered invalid and shall be
rejected summarily without any
consideration.

Complete information including
e-tender documents of the above
e-tender is available in website :
www.ireps.gov.in

Note : The prospective tenderers are
advised to revisit the website 10 (Ten)
days before the date of closing of tender
to note any changes / corrigenda issued
for this tender. The tenderers/bidders
must have Class-lll Digital Signature
Certificate and must be registered on
IREPS Portal. Only registered tenderer(s)
/bidder(s) can participate on e-tendering.

CONTRACT. RATE OF DISCOUNT IN
PERCENTAGE OR AGAINST RUPEE 01
TO BE QUOTED FOR EACH GROUP
SEPARATELY BY THE BIDDER."

Approximate procurement value
during the year 2024-25 (per year) :

¥9,60,000/-, EMD : ¥ 19,200/, Period of

Pradesh begins near
Baraj village in Chan-
daka and ends at Kan-
dili, while the tunnel
from Andhra Pradesh to
Odisha starts at Kuruli
and ends at Amphabali
village.

The project is expect-
ed to strengthen the
district’s economy and
boost tourism poten-
tial, according to local

commencement of the work.

e-tender Closing Date and Time :

23.09.2025 (Monday) at 1500 hrs.

Note : The prospective vendors /
drug stores are advised to register in
IREPS and visit the tender section on
IREPS for detail information.

Website : www.ireps.gov.in

sources. Chief Medical Superintendent / Divi I Railway Manager (Engg) /
[PR-573/Q/25-26]  Store | Sambalpur cbc 48143/12/0007/2526 | PR-574/Q/25-26 | Khurda Road
gforeTa1 3@ (f7) Union Bank v DORiE) BraNeh E-AUCTION
il iR of India ~0.: Sonepur, Dist.: Subarnapur,
T ST T T Aot o lrca Uiy Odisha, PIN-767017 SALE NOTICE

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Secured Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 read with Rule 8(6) / 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/ charged to
the Secured Creditor, the symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Union Bank of India (Secured Creditor) will be sold on
“As is Where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” on 26.09.2025 between 12.00 Noon to 5.00 P.M. for recovery dues as mentioned hereunder to the Union
Bank of India from the below mentioned Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s). The Reserve Price and the Earnest money deposit also mentioned hereunder.

POST NEWS NETWORK the sea level. Locals be-
lieve the location will
attract tourists. Author-
ities have indicated the
work will be completed

by the end of the year.

art tunnels are being
built, which will become
the tallest in Odisha. The
tunnels measure 3.42 km
in width and 2.8 km in
length.

Sunabeda, Sept 9: Un-
der Bharatmala project,
the Union government
is constructing a high-

way from Raipur to Vi- O'nce cqmpleted, the ' For the roaq construc- sl Name & Address of Borrower/ Description of Property Pending Litigation Total Dues Reserve Price/ Contact Person
sakhapatnam at a cost project will ease traf- tion, 873 ha private land, No Mortgagor/Guarantor to be Auctioned Related to (in?) _ EMD/ / Contact No
of about 16,000 crore. fic congestion between 307 ha government land : gag property Bid increment )
The project includesthe = Andhra Pradesh and and 363 ha forest land 1 Borrower/Mortgagor: Mr. Jambeswar Haripal, S/0.: Guhalu | All that part of the property consisting of Land #14.06.750/-
construction ofasix-lane  Odisha. Locals say it will  have been acquired in ' gﬁggﬁ:';ﬂr‘%n&?:ﬁan'Pplhr?'?:'é?geé }"‘éﬁ'rr;:lé:zi:_faﬁpruri_s;m gf an Area: Ac.0.270 Dec. with Residential a?é:%‘:?:éggs ' .,' Mr. Abhilash
i i ' ' b + M. i i i .

road spanning nearly 465 save .tlme for.travellers Koraput %nd Nabarang- Prasad 5agadala, S/o.: Ganeswar Jagadala, At: Panisiali, p}f;: ﬁgd ?;é'gﬂ%gg ir7ré%!(;$:tgdoatﬁ:£2; NA + interest, costs | ¥1,40,675/- Sy,
km. ) headlng. to Vlsakhapat— pur QIstrlcts. The plan PO.: Sonepur, Dist.: Subarnapur, Odisha, PIN-767017 Jamgaon, P.S.: B}rmaharajpur_ Tahasil: and charges / Mob.:

Of this, 12_4 l_{m of road nam during emergenC}es. prov1§ies for a 35-me- Ullunda, Dist.: Sonepur, Odisha, PIN-767018, belonging to Mr. Jambeswar Haripal, S/o.: Guhalu Haripal, thereon 214.067/- 9751060197
has been built in Koraput The tunnels are being  tre-wide road through Bounded by North: Keshaba Haripal, South: Govt. Land, East: Kishori Ganda, West: Road. ’

forest areas and a 60-me-

built along Eastern Ghats
at Shunki valley in Kora-
put district, at an altitude
of nearly 3,000 ft above

district at an expenditure
0f 34,600 crore. In Shun-
ki area under Pottangi
block, two state-of-the-

For registration and login and bidding rules please visit : https://baanknet.com

Sd/- Authorized Officer
Union Bank of India

ter-wide road in non-for-
est zones.
The tunnel

Place: Sonepur
Date: 09.09.2025

route
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oower Post

The spiritual path is

one of falling on your
face, getting up, brushing
yourself off, turning and
looking sheepishly at God

and then taking the next step

SRI AUROBINDO

Reviving 9/11 Spirit

building complexes are still alive even after several American

The memories of the deadly al-Qaeda strikes on 9/11 on iconic US

administrations virtually wound down what was once called the
“global war on terror.” As the attention of the world is now riveted on
Israel-Hamas and Russia-Ukraine conflicts, the administration of US
President Donald Trump has begun, without much fanfare, its war on
drugs with an ulterior motive of regime change in various Caribbean
nations. The unprecedented deadly military strike recently on an al-
leged Venezuelan drug boat in the Caribbean Kkilling 11 persons aboard
makes it clear the US plans to use tactics it has long employed against
terrorist groups and Latin American criminal organisations to target
regimes in countries perceived to be inimical to US interests. The strikes
came soon after the US deployed eight warships to the Caribbean and
Pacific around South and Central America, regarded as an unusually
large surge of military force to the region. Trump administration offi-
cials have suggested that there may be more strikes to come.

This is, however, only expected considering the fact that Trump had
pledged during his election campaign to use military force against
drug cartels. Shortly after his inauguration on 20 January 2025, his
administration designated several criminal groups, including the
Venezuelan gang Tren de Aragua, as foreign terrorist organizations
(FTOs) and specially designated global terrorists (SDGTSs), putting
them in the same legal category as al-Qaeda and ISIS. Last month,
the New York Times even reported without being contradicted by
the administration that the President had signed a secret directive
instructing the Pentagon to start using military force against these

designated organizations.

Trump himself announced that the US had carried out a “kinetic
strike” against Tren de Aragua narco terrorists. The administration
has also accused President Nicolas Maduro’s government in Venezuela
of controlling Tren de Aragua. This is a highly contested claim. For his
part, Maduro, a longtime US adversary, has levelled charges against
the US that it is seeking regime change in Venezuela. US officials
have the gumption not to flatly deny it with Secretary of Defense Pete
Hegseth calling it a “presidential decision.”

The fast developments indicate the Trump administration is set
to make major shifts in the more than half a century old history of
America’s war on drugs, its relationship with Latin America and in-
creasing militarization. The words of Secretary of State Marco Rubio
smack of the arrogance and blatant interference with other country’s
affairs that mark the present US administration. Rubio argued merely
intercepting boats cannot curb the drugs menace. “What will stop

_them is when you blow them up,” he insisted.

Experts point out Venezuela does not produce drugs, but acts as
a conduit for supplying narcotics produced in Colombia and Peru.
Even then the quantity of drugs sent to the US through Venezuela is
put at a few hundred kilograms a year which is nothing compared to
the quantum of smuggling the commodity through some other Lat-
in American countries that are on the same page with the US. This
leads to the suspicion that the strike at the criminal gang operating
in Venezuela has motives other than taking on the drug cartels alone.

What is more, even if members of these gangs are rounded up, they
would have to serve certain years in jail. Eliminating them without
the due process of the law is a war crime. The drug menace cannot be
curbed through such patently illegal acts. The US needs to strengthen
its border vigil, stop supply of arms the drug syndicates use and make
them face the law. This war against drugs is dovetailed with the Trump

_administration’s war against migrants. Mixing the two up may not
be the solution. The US under Trump should understand that might

is not always right.

WISDOM CORNER

“ The mind is by nature restless. Begin liberating it from its
restlessness; give it peace; make it free from distractions;
train it to look inward; make this a habit. This is done by
ignoring the external world and removing the obstacles to

peace of mind.

RAMANA MAHARSHI

“ A preoccupation with the future not only prevents us from
seeing the present as it is but often prompts us to rearrange

the past.

ERIC HOFFER

Throw away your baggage and go forward. There are quick-
‘ ‘ sands all about you, sucking at your feet, trying to suck you
down into fear and self-pity and despair. That’s why you
must walk so lightly. Lightly my darling, on tiptoes and no
luggage, not even a sponge bag, completely unencumbered.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

M 1813: us naval forces under the command of Oliver Hazard Perry
defeated the British in the Battle of Lake Erie during the War of 1812.

ALDOUS HUXLEY

M 1846: Patent for sewing machine awarded. The United States’ Patent Office
awarded a patent for the first sewing machine with a lockstitch design
to Elias Howe from Spencer, Massachusetts. While he had little success
marketing his machine in the US, machines similar to his design became
very successful, especially among women. The similarity of the machine sold
by Isaac Singer, founder of the Singer Sewing Machine Company to Howe’s
machine prompted Howe to take Singer to court. He won the case.

Il 1919: Austria and the Allied powers signed the Treaty of Saint-Germain,

concluding World War I.

I 1960: Baghdad Conference begins. The 5-day long conference in Iraq’s
capital city ended with the creation of the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC), an intergovernmental organization of oil-
producing countries. Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela were
the original members of the group. Today, there are 13 members of the
organization. OPEC is responsible for coordinating and unifying oil and gas
policies in member states and for creating an efficient and fair system of
production, sale, and investment in the petroleum industry.

Il 1988: By winning the US Open, Steffi Graf completed the Grand Slam of
tennis; she was the first woman to accomplish the feat since Margaret
Court in 1970.

LOST GRANDPA

police car pulls up in front of
grandma Bessie's house, and
grandpa Morris gets out.
The polite policeman explained that
this elderly gentleman said that he
was lost in the park...and couldn't
find his way home. “Oy Morris,” said

grandma,
“You've been
going to that park for
over 30 years! So how could you get
lost?” Leaning close to grandma, so
that the policeman couldn't hear.
Morris whispered, “l wasn't lost.....|
was just too tired to walk home.”

FOCUS SOCIETY

DEMOCRATIC ROLE MODELS

Dani Rodrik

NEARLY 220
MILLION FEWER
PEOPLE LIVE
UNDER LIBERAL
DEMOCRACY
TODAY

THAN IN 2012

IN' JEST [THIS

s a teenager grow-
ing up in Istanbul, I
was lucky to be part
of a generation that
had democratic role models
nearby. European countries
such as Britain, France, Ger-
many, and Sweden fueled our
aspirations for prosperity and
democracy, giving us hope for
the future of our own imper-
fect polity. These countries’
experiences showed us that
economic growth, social jus-
tice, and political freedom
were not only compatible but
mutually reinforcing.

Where will today’s youth
look to find a similarly hope-
ful message? Liberal democ-
racy once seemed destined to
be the wave of the future. But
now, democratic backsliding
is a global phenomenon, with
Donald Trump’s America only
the most visible and dramat-
ic example. Since the early
2010s, “electoral autocracies”
— regimes that hold periodic
elections, but under condi-
tions of pervasive repression
—have become the dominant
form of government around
the world. Nearly 220 million
fewer people live under liberal
democracy today than in 2012.

Moreover, ‘“electoral de-
mocracies” —a form of regime
that can pave the way for lib-
eral democracy — have also
lost ground, governing 1.2 bil-
lion fewer people today than
in 2012. These regimes have
been replaced by electoral or
outright autocracies, which
now rule over 5.8 billion peo-
ple (2.4 billion of whom have
been added since 2012).

As a beacon of democra-
cy, Europe no longer shines
as brightly. The European
Union played a major role in
anchoring democracy during
Eastern Europe’s transition
from socialism, with Czechia
and Estonia becoming some
of the highest-ranked liber-
al democracies in the world.
But many others — notably, Po-
land, Hungary, and Slovakia
—have regressed significantly,
and the EU has been power-
less to do anything about it.
Slovakia’s prime minister,

\ Wa B N

Not so long ago, people around the world

&

could look to Europe and America to see
that economic growth, social justice, and
political freedom are not only compatible but
mutually reinforcing. While authoritarianism
is on the rise in both places, one can find
democratic role models elsewhere

Robert Fico, recently joined
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, North Korean dictator
Kim Jong-un, and two dozen
other authoritarian leaders
in Beijing to help President
Xi Jinping celebrate Chinese
military prowess.

Leading European countries
can rightly claim that their
democracies have not taken
as big a hit as America’s. But
Europe today projects neither
economic strength nor political
cohesion. Its self-confidence
seems to have hit rock bottom,
as exemplified by how the EU
has caved to Trump’s tariff
threats. European leaders long
hoped that integration would
enhance the region’s power and
influence on the global stage.
Instead, the EU seems to have
turned into a permanent half-
way house that fosters paraly-
sis. Its institutions and process-
es discourage countries from
acting boldly on their own, but
lack the capacity to formulate
and pursue a common vision.

While democratic Europe
fails to project influence be-
yond its borders, those who do
exercise power on the global
stage are no longer role mod-
els. Few would have expect-
ed the United States to have
taken such a sharp authori-
tarian turn, yet Trump has

transformed the country into a
rogue actor almost overnight.
He has also made it easier for
China to pose as the responsi-
ble adult in the room, and Xi
has gladly donned the mantle
of “sovereign equality,” “in-
ternational rule of law,” and
“multilateralism.”

But no one should be fooled
about the nature of China’s
regime. Its economic achieve-
ments are not a reason to
emulate its politics. China re-
mains a highly authoritarian
country where minorities are
repressed and political opposi-
tion is strictly forbidden.

To find democratic bright
spots, we must look in unex-
pected places. For example,
Brazil and South Africa, two
middle-income countries,
share the rare distinction of
having recently come to the
brink of authoritarian collapse
and then pulled back.

Jacob Zuma’s tenure as
president of South Africa
between 2009 and 2018 was
characterized by authoritar-
ian populism and extensive
corruption, and former Bra-
zilian President Jair Bolsona-
ro refused to accept electoral
defeat and plotted a military
coup (as well as his opponent’s
murder) in 2022. Yet both were
succeeded by leaders with

solid democratic credentials
— Cyril Ramaphosa in South
Africa and Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva in Brazil.

What makes these successes
extraordinary is that they oc-
curred under circumstances
that political scientists con-
sider particularly disadvanta-
geous for democracy. Not only
do South Africa and Brazil have
deep ethnic divisions, but they
are among the most unequal
countries in the world. Think-
ers since Aristotle have argued
that the absence of large gaps
between rich and poor is a
precondition for sustaining
democracy; but the Brazilian
and South African experienc-
es paint a more subtle picture
—one that is heartening for ad-
vocates of democracy.

There is good news elsewhere
as well. Late last year, when
South Korean President Yoon
Suk-yeol declared martial law
for the first time since 1980,
democratic forces and the parlia-
ment fought back. In the space of
just weeks, Yoon was impeached
and removed from office. Chile,
too, has managed to remain a
stable democracy since the end
of General Augusto Pinochet’s
dictatorship (1973-90).

Some of the most success-
ful democracies outside Eu-
rope are small countries that
remain under the radar in
discussions of democratic de-
cline. Taiwan, Uruguay, Costa
Rica, Mauritius, and Botswana
all receive high marks in the
Economist Intelligence Unit’s
democracy rankings (the last
two are particularly notewor-
thy as examples of long-endur-
ing democracies in Africa).

Perhaps our hopes for fan-
ning the flames of democracy
rest on these unlikely cases.
Like everything else, democra-
cy needs role models. Although
the usual case studies are no
longer relevant, there are still
places where democracy advo-
cates can find inspiration.

The writer is Professor
of International Political
Economy at Harvard
Kennedy School.
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It’s smart to keep your smartphone away

CELLPHONES
CAN KEEP
US FROM
ACHIEVING
OUR GOALS
IN A TIMELY
MANNER,
WHICH IS
WHAT OFTEN
HAPPENS

IN THE
BATHROOM

there’s one device that
l has changed our lives
dramatically in the 21st
century, it’s the smartphone.
Just think of all the things
we can do with our phones:
take photos, send texts, watch
football, find dates, set alarms,
listen to podcasts, watch foot-
ball, read articles, send cash,
play games, and did I mention
“watch football”?

Oh yeah, I almost forgot:
our phones are also capa-
ble of making calls. But no
one really wants to talk to
anyone these days. Thank-
fully our phones have use-
ful features such as “quick
decline messages,” allowing
us to respond to calls with
a text that says: “Can I call
you back later?” (Pro tip: it’s
always better to use the word
“later” rather than “soon,”
because “later” just means
“sometime in the future,
while I am still alive.”)

Many people use their
phones to scroll through vid-
eos and posts on TikTok, Ins-
tagram, Reddit and other sites.
The cellphone is an incompa-

rably portable entertainment
device that can keep you
occupied almost anywhere,
whether you're waiting in line
to enter a famous temple or
sitting in church, waiting for
the pastor to finish a sermon
that doesn’t apply to you —
something about overcoming
addiction.

Having an electronic tool
that’s immensely portable is
both a blessing and a curse. If
your phone goes everywhere
you go, what do you do with it
when you’re doing your busi-
ness? You take it with you,
right?

But using a phone while sit-
ting on a toilet can be risky, ac-
cording to a new study. It can
put you at risk for something
beginning with ‘H> — and I
don’t mean “hilarity.”

The study, published in the
journal PLOS One and based
on data from 125 adults who
underwent colonoscopies at
Beth Israel Deaconess Med-
ical Center in Boston, US,
found that those who used
their phones in the loo were
46 per cent more likely to have

hemorrhoids.

Hemorrhoids are swollen
veins that can cause a lot of
discomfort, even worse than
accidentally taking a photo
of yourself in the bathroom
— and then, while frantically
searching for the delete but-
ton, hitting “share on Face-
book” instead.

Cellphones can keep us from
achieving our goals in a timely
manner, which is what often
happens in the bathroom. Dr.
Trisha Pasricha, the study’s
senior author, a gastroen-
terologist and director of the
Gut-Brain Research Institute
at Beth Israel Deaconess Med-
ical Center in Boston, blames
this partly on social media.

“The entire business model
of these social media apps is to
distract us, make us lose track
of time and addict us to the al-
gorithm,” Pasricha told CNN.

Sitting too long on the toilet
is what puts us at risk for hem-
orrhoids. We enter a public
lavatory expecting to be there
for just three minutes, but sev-
eral videos later, there’s aloud
knock on the door.

“Sorry, I know the door says
‘occupied,’” but I'm just won-
dering what you’re occupied
with.”

“It’s a cute cat video. Hang
on, it’s almost over.”

About two-thirds of the
125 study participants said
they use their phones in the
loo. Among them, 37 per cent
spend more than five minutes
doing their business, com-
pared with just 7 per cent of
non-phone users.

It’s important to remember
that sitting on a toilet is dif-
ferent from sitting on a chair,
because the open seat does not
provide enough support for
the rectal area.

“When you're sitting on
an open toilet bowl, you have
no pelvic floor support,”
Pasricha said.

Many people around the
world use squat toilets,
which are actually better for a
smooth bowel movement. You
probably won’t be looking at
your phone and sitting longer.
You’ll be getting down to busi-
ness and saving yourself a trip
to the doctor.
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Nepal on boil

Sir, Nepal is facing its worst civil unrest in years after security
forces opened fire on the so-called “GenZ Movement,” leaving 19
dead and hundreds injured. The protests erupted against the gov-
ernment’s sweeping ban on over two dozen social media platforms,
including Facebook, WhatsApp, and Instagram. Authorities jus-
tified the move as necessary to curb misinformation, scams, and
unregulated businesses. However, the youth—already struggling
with unemployment and rampant corruption—saw it as an attack
on free expression and their livelihoods. Chanting “No Ban, No
Lies, No Corruption,” protesters demanded accountability and
reforms. The government eventually restored access under public
pressure but faces a trust deficit. For stability, it must first address
corruption and create jobs before regulating harmful platforms
gradually. India, as Nepal’s closest neighbour and key partner,
has a role in supporting democratic dialogue, offering economic
cooperation, and ensuring that unrest does not spill across borders,
while encouraging Kathmandu to pursue inclusive governance.

RS Narula, PATIALA

Time to hang boots

Sir, Novak Djokovic’s semi-final loss to Carlos Alcaraz
in the US Open, which is his fourth in succession in
the last-four stage in Grand Slams this year, is a clear
message that it will be a mountainous task for him to
go past Jannik Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz and win his
25th Slam title, which has been eluding him for the last
two years. While there is little doubt about Djokovic’s
extraordinary game skills, it is his aging legs that are
unable to match the speed of these two modern day
greats, whose exceptionally quick court coverage, cou-
pled with powerful shot-making, leave the Serbian often
caught off-balance. Reaching all four semi-finals at the
age of 38 is no mean achievement. But at this stage in
his career, getting his body into the right condition is
becoming increasingly difficult for Djokovic. It is time
for the Serbian great to hang his boots and leave the
stage with head high and his reputation intact.

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI
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PETA protest for pigeon

The organisation (PETA) has also written to Maharashtra Chief Minister about a
pigeon population control method implemented in several European cities.
The approach combines other measures that PETA India has recommended

with dovecotes, allow the replacement of eggs with dummy eggs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 9: Amid the Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration's ban on feeding pigeons
and closing old kabutarkhanas
in the city, PETA India on Tues-
day staged a silent protest, don-
ning bird masks.

Five members of the People
for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA) India donned
pigeon masks and dressed like
quintessential Mumbaikars
— an autorickshaw driver, a
woman in a traditional navvari
(nine-yard sari), an officegoer
and a man in a kurta and dho-
ti, holding the signboard "We
Are Mumbaikars Too, Please

Be Kind to Us."

"Pigeons are Mumbaikars!
simply trying to survive, just
like us, and abruptly stopping
their feeding after generations
is causing them to suffer," said
Utkarsh Garg, PETA India cam-
paigns coordinator.

He said, "Replacing the feed-
ing ban with reasonable feeding
timings and cleaning schedules
would show Mumbai respects
tradition and leads practically
and with compassion."

Garg claimed that fears
around pigeon-related health
risks are exaggerated, and an
RTI response from Mumbai's
three largest civic hospitals
shows that only 0.3 per cent of

Thane RTO launches digital
citizen-friendly services

" PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thane, Sept 9: The Regional
Transport Office (RTO) in Ma-
harashtra's Thane district has
launched technology-based
initiatives, including a mobile
application that integrates
helpline numbers, to provide
transparent, citizen-friendly
and efficient services, an offi-
cial said Tuesday.

State Transport Minister
Pratap Sarnaik said that these
services are designed to pro-
vide convenience to citizens
and vehicle owners, help re-
duce accidents, boost tax reve-
nue and improve overall traffic
management in Thane.

If successful, the government
plans to implement the same
model across the state, he said
in a release.

According to officials, the
new systems, which became
operational from September 8,

are citizen-oriented and tech-
nology-driven, offering a wide
range of benefits.

The RTO has launched a mo-
bile phone application that uses
geo-location technology to alert
drivers and passengers about
accident-prone "black spots"
on the road in advance.

The app also integrates
emergency helplines, allowing
women to directly connect to a
dedicated women's helpline, and
enabling access to ambulance,
police and fire brigade services,
they said. Citizens can also avail
vehicle-related services, includ-
ing registration, tax payments,
and licence details, through
WhatsApp on 8080129800.

Apart from this, the new Tax
Defaulter Vehicle Monitoring
System will use artificial intel-
ligence and location tracking
to allow authorities to identify
and take action against tax-de-
faulter vehicles.

respiratory illness cases in 2024
were linked to pigeon exposure.
International research also
demonstrates that the risk of
disease transmission from pi-
geons to humans is low, even
for those in close and regular
contact with them, he claimed.
Garg said PETA India has
proposed three practical steps
to the government: designating
specific feeding times and hubs
at kabutarkhanas, ensuring
regular cleaning and sanitation
at these sites, and installing
multilingual messages educat-
ing the public on proper feed-
ing practices and the minimal
health risks posed by pigeons.

The organisation has also
written to Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
about a pigeon population
control method implement-
ed in several European cit-
ies. The approach apparently
combines the other measures
that PETA India has recom-
mended with dovecotes, al-
low the replacement of eggs
with dummy eggs.

It claims that the system can
be implemented easily and
would allow Mumbai to reduce
the number of pigeons gradual-
ly and humanely, while main-
taining bird welfare, cultural
and religious practices.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Sept 9: Aimed at
conserving marine biodiversi-
ty, the Tamil Nadu government
Tuesday launched the Marine
Resource Foundation with an
outlay of Rs 50 crore, State Fi-
nance Minister Thangam Then-
narasu said.

The foundation, set up here,
follows an announcement made
by Thennarasu while present-
ing the state budget in March.

Participating in the launch
along with his cabinet col-
league, Minister for Forests
and Khadi R S Rajakannap-
pan, Thennarasu said, "For the
first time in the country, such
afoundation has been set up in
Tamil Nadu."

"We must protect margin-
alised people in coastal areas
because climate change and
other factors threaten their
livelihoods. This foundation
has been established to pro-
vide them with the support they
need," the minister added.

Thennarasu also unveiled
the logo for the Tamil Nadu
Maritime Resource Foundation
during the event.

According to a press release,
the foundation aims to promote
marine biodiversity conserva-
tion, sustainable livelihoods,
eco-tourism, environmental

education, research, and inno-
vation.

Tamil Nadu's coastal waters
are home to over 450 marine
species, 117 coral reefs, and
more than 80 species of whales
and dolphins. Threats such as

learE

sea erosion, climate change,
and plastic pollution endanger
these marine species, it added.
The foundation will play a
key role in empowering coastal
communities, protecting natu-
ral resources, restoring man-
groves and seagrass, promoting
blue tourism and awareness,
and supporting climate action
through blue carbon initia-
tives, it further said.
According to a press release,
the council integrates the ser-
vices of multiple departments,
including the Tamil Nadu Pol-
lution Control Board, Greater
Chennai Corporation, Fisher-
ies Department, and Labour

Israel's Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, right, VISItS Narlman House to pay homage to the V|ct|ms of the
26/11 attacks, in Mumbai, Maharashtra, Tuesday

PTI PHOTO

Department.

The council has been estab-
lished to protect the Manali-En-
nore region, a major industrial
zone that also features rivers,
canals, and mangrove forests,
the release said.

"To protect this environmen-
tally sensitive and economical-
ly vital zone, the office of MER-
RC has been set up in Manali,"
it added.

A 24x7 emergency centre has
been established to respond
swiftly to events such as cy-
clones, sea surges, and indus-
trial accidents. Projects aimed
at improving livelihoods in the
Manali-Ennore area will con-

§ TN launches Marine Resource Foundation

tinue to be expanded through
the council, the release said.

While presenting the ap-
pointment orders, Supriya Sa-
hu, Additional Chief Secretary
to the Department of Environ-
ment, Climate Change, and For-
ests, said about 333 recruits, in-
cluding forest guards and forest
watchers, received their orders
from the minister.

She added that all critical va-
cancies in the department have
now been filled. "We have a new
young energy in this auditori-
um today. With your support,
there will definitely be a bright-
er future for the climate and all
wildlife," she said.

Govt to strengthen flood preparedness

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, Sept 9: Tamil Na-
du Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin Mon-
day inaugurated a series of
development projects worth
around Rs 30 crore at the
Virugambakkam canal, in a
move aimed at strengthening
Chennai’s flood preparedness
ahead of the Northeast Mon-
soon.

The works, launched under
the Municipal Administration
and Water Supply Department,
include large-scale dredging
and desilting of the canal, rais-
ing the height of existing re-
taining walls, and the installa-
tion of chain-link fencing along
its stretch.

Officials said these measures
are designed to increase the ca-
nal’s water-carrying capacity,

prevent overflow during heavy
rains, and ensure the safety of
residents living in the vicinity.
The inauguration event saw
the participation of several
senior ministers, legislators,
and civic administrators.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

‘Contemporary Now’ puts Indian art on display

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Sept 9: “How could that
be art”—that was the reaction Chen-
nai-based artist Maanas Udayaku-
mar often encountered in his early
years. Now featured among 37 con-
temporary artists from India at the
‘Contemporary Now' exhibition at
Lalit Kala Akademi here till Septem-
ber 17, the 31-year-old recalls how
his work was “not accepted as art”
by many.

Art experts say Udayakumar's
loose brushwork in varying shades
of grey—breaking down tradition-
al forms into quick, rudimentary
strokes—can be located with-
in Abstract Expressionism, the
mid-20th-century art movement.

In particular, Udayakumar's work
recalls Franz Kline, one of the most
important yet problematic Abstract
Expressionists. During his life-
time, Kline's paintings were often
dismissed as “something done in a
moment.” Only later did art histo-
rians reveal that each work was ex-
tensively planned before his house
painter's brush touched the canvas.

His oeuvre was eventually rec-
ognised as “groundbreaking,” pav-
ing the way for post-minimal prac-
tices—and, by extension, for artists
like Udayakumar.

“When things were tough, I didn't
let it bother me. I just kept making
art that excited me, that I thought
was relevant to what's happening
today,” Udayakumar told PTI.

In his “varying shades of grey” se-
ries, he allows viewers to see what
they want — a curling cat, a human
figure, or a flower. But when he
wants to make a point, the abstract
takes a definite form. About three
months ago, his bold strokes teased

out snarling dogs, perhaps reflecting
the moral dilemma India faced over
its stray dog population, following
a case taken up on its own by the
Supreme Court.

“Contemporary art is rooted in
the issues plaguing society now—
from environmental to political,”
said Ashvin E Rajagopalan, curator
of Contemporary Now and Director
of Ashvita's in Chennali, one of the
five participating galleries along
with Chatterjee & Lal and Chemo-
uld Prescott Road (Mumbai), Exper-
imenter (Kolkata), and Vadehra Art
Gallery (New Delhi).

Rajagopalan said contemporary
art is often misunderstood as “total-
ly whacky.”

“There's a stereotypical under-
standing of contemporary art, of
artists throwing paint on a canvas
and splashing it. So, we put togeth-
er very mature, well-rendered, and
well-thought-out works of 37 artists,
showcasing high craftsmanship, to
dispel that myth,” he told PTI.

That seriousness is reflected in
the work of Bengaluru-based art-
ist Archana Hande, who recently
moved back from Mumbai and uses
multimedia—installation, drawing,
and video—to express herself.

Her work at ‘Contemporary Now'
includes a block-printed storyboard
from her video art, All is Fair in
Magic White. Measuring 6x4 feet,

it comprises 19 beige textile panels
with finely detailed block prints that
explore the struggles of migrants
moving from small towns to big cit-
ies. She has used one of the subconti-
nent's vanishing crafts, block print-
ing, to highlight two contemporary
issues—the struggle of migrants to
adapt to big cities and the decline of
traditional crafts, as artisans move
to urban areas in search of better
livelihoods.

Though Hande said she belongs to
the category of artists who manage to
“connect with people,” she acknowl-
edged the challenges contemporary
artists face in a society that often
rejects what it does not understand.

“I feel the artist community is
equally to blame for this stagna-
tion. We have turned art into an
elite space by over-intellectualising
it. Now, people are terrified of it,”
Hande said.

The solution, according to her,
lies in more initiatives such as Goa's
Serendipity Arts Festival, Kochi
Biennale, Bengaluru Hubba, and
Mumbai's Kala Ghoda Arts Festival,
which take art out of elite spaces and
make it accessible to the public.

“The success of Bengaluru's an-
nual ‘Chitra Santhe' is a perfect
example of what the democratisa-
tion of art can achieve. I feel people
attend because of the subtle word-
play in ‘santhe,' which is colloquial
for market and puts them at ease,”
Hande said.

Rajagopalan said they did not ex-
pect to convert the crowd overnight
with ‘Contemporary Now'. “It will
take the audience 10 to 15 years
to fully grasp contemporary prac-
tices. But the fact that this is our
highest-attended show must mean
something,” Rajagopalan said.

MUNICIPAL OFFIGE: PRTTAMUNDAI
QUOTATION CALL NOTICE

Notice No.2806 Date:08.09.2025
PATTAMUNDAI MUNICIPALITY

No.C-1030:Executive Officer, Pattamundai Municipality on behalf of
Municipal Council, Pattamundai invites sealed quotation call notice
from registered firm/ company/supplier/authorized dealer/agency
for supplying and installation of Pre-Engineered Building Structure
(PEB) for an area of 1600 Sgm as per the specification as maintained
detailed below.

The Firm intended to participate to the above quotation call
notice must submit filled in quotation alongwith GST Registration
Certificate, Company Registration Certificate, PAN Card, GST
Clearance Certificate, The quotation must reach on or before the
undersigned till 5 PM of 29.09.2025 and same should submitted by
Regd. Post/ Speed Post to the undersigned by 1 PM of 03.10.2025
and same will be opened same day at 3.30 PM at Office of the
undersigned in presence of the bidder or their authorised
representatives. The Tender Inviting Authority reserves the right to
cancel the Short Quotation Call Notice at any point of time without
assigning any reason thereof.

Sd./- Executive Officer

OIPR-13220/111/0021/2526 ~ Pattamundai Municipality

MINOR IRRIGATION DIVISION, SUNDARGARH

E-mail: eemisundargarh@yahoo.co.in
‘e’ Procurement Notice

Bid Reference No. SE MID SNG 05/2025-26
No. A-606: Bid documents consisting Name of Works, Estimated Cost,
Cost of Tender Paper, EMD, Time of Completion, Class of Contractor, the
set of terms and conditions of contract and other necessary documents,
can be seen in e-procurement portal https://tendersodisha.gov.in.

1 |Name of the Work . |Civil Construction Work

No. of Work |01 (One) No.

2
3 |Estimated Cost :|Rs.39.85 lakh (Approximately)
4 |Period of Completion : |04 (Four) Calendar Months

Date and time  of | 1t 14092025 at 10.00 AM. to

5 |availability of bid}:
documents in the Portal Dt.20.09.2025 upto 5.30 P.M.

Last date/time of receipt| .
6 of bids in the Portal :|Dt.20.09.2025 upto 5.30 P.M.

7 |Date of Opening of Bid |:|Dt.22.09.2025 at 11.00 A.M. onwards

8 Name and address of the|  |Superintending Engineer, Minor
oIT ' |Irrigation Division, Sundargarh

**Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement market place
http://tendersodisha.gov.in. Sd./- 08.09.2025
Superintending Engineer

OIPR-32124/11/0035/2526 M.l. Division, Sundargarh

ODISHA UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE &
TECHNOLOGY, BHUBANESWAR-3

Letter No.ACD--ADM-0013/2022/16305/UAT  Dt.8th, September, 2025
UNDER GRADUATE SPOT COUNSELING &
ADMISSION NOTICE-2025-26

No.KK-221: Vacant seats in different UG Course programme under
different categories are available for spot counseling and admission in
QUAT as per clause 7.3.2 of UG prospectus 2025-26. All the seats for
spot admission are cost sharing ones. The seats are likely to increase
as the seats vacated by cancellation of admission till 22.09.2025
(5.00 PM) will be included for spot counseling & admission.

The candidates who have been awarded rank in OQUAT UG
Admission-2025 are eligible to apply. Candidates interested to
participate in spot counseling & admission must register online by
logging in using their registered email id and mobile number through
QUAT website www.ouat.ac.in {Academic section>admission
section)/ https://ouat-lokaseba-odisha.in/ paying a registration
fees of Rs.500/- {(mandatory). The spot counseling and admission
programme is given below.

Sl

No. Programme Date

1 |Online Registration 08.09.2025 to 15.09.2025

2 |Availability of Intimation-cum-Rank Card|{17.09.2025

3 |Spot Counselling and Admission 23.09.2025 & 24.09.2025

Candidates must visit OUAT website: www.ouat.ac.in for

i) Vacant seat position available for UG spot counseling and
admission-2025.

i) Guideline for UG spot counseling and admission -2025.

OIPR-01533/11/0017/2526 Sd./- REGISTRAR

OFFIGE OF THE NOTIFIED ARER COUNCIL, KHRLLIKOTE

Letter N0.1493/NAC Khallikote, Date:09.09.2025

“e” Procurement Notice
TENDER REFERENCE NO:KIT-NAC-01/2025-26

No.C-1031: Bid documents consisting of work, Estimated Cost, Cost of

Tender Paper, EMD, Time of Completion, Class of Contractor and the

set of terms and conditions of contract and other necessary documents

can be seen in Govt. website i.e. www.tendersodisha.gov.in.

1. Name of the Work : Providing Consultancy services for
preparation of comprehensive drainage
master plan and DPR for storm water
drainage system of Khallikote NAC.

1 No.

. As per DTCN

: From 10.00 AM of 10.09.2025 to
26.09.2025 upto 5.00 PM.

. No. of Works
. Period of Completion
. Date & Time of availability
of bid document
in the portal
5. Last date/time for receipt
of bids in the portal
6. Last dateftime of receiving
of documents relating of
tender Off-line
7. Technical proposals
received online shall be
opened on
8. Financial proposals
received online shall
be opened on
9. Name and address of the
Officer Inviting Bid
Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal https://

tendersodisha.gov.in. Sd./- Executive Officer,
NAC, Khallikote

HwnN

. 26.09.2025 upto 5.00 PM

:03.10.2025 at 10.00 AM to 05.00 PM

:04.10.2025 at 11.00 AM

:04.10.2025 at 11.00 AM

. Executive Officer, NAC, Khallikote

OIPR-13110/11/0009/2526




“ Punjab Chief
Minister

Bhagwant Mann, who
was here recently,
appreciated the Chief
Minister's Breakfast
scheme and said he
would introduce it in
his state

UDHAYANIDHI STALIN | TN DEPUTY CM

MP: HEALTH MINISTER
ACTS ON RAT MENACE

Facing flak over the death of two
newborn girls purportedly linked to ;
rat bites, the Madhya Pradesh govern- =
ment has cracked the whip on au-
thorities at the state-run MY Hospital
here and directed the implementation
of effective preventive measures T 0
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PM announces 31,600cr
aid for flood-hit Punjab

If educa-
tion were
a priority,

the BJP would
not have shut
down 27,000
primary schools. i
This government wants to
keep poor children away from
education

AKHILESH YADAV I SP PRESIDENT

India was ;
‘ looted, India h
was torn up p
and symbols of '
India’s heritage

were broken and
insulted L

YOGI ADITYANATH | UTTAR PRADESH CM

The mainte-
‘ nance work

of Munak
canal was earlier
with the Haryana '
government.
Now, the Delhi i
government has taken over
maintenance of this canal

REKHA GUPTA | DELHI CM

SHORT TAKES

[ Debt pushes family
of four to suicide

Bidar (Karnataka): Four
members of a family died,
allegedly by suicide, after
jumping into the left bank
canal of Karanja near Bhalki
Taluk Tuesday, police said.
The deceased include a man
and his three children, while
his wife and another son were
rescued by locals. The family,
originally from Mailur in

Bidar city, is believed to have
taken the extreme step due to
financial debts, police added.
The bodies have been shifted
to the Bhalki Taluk Hospital
mortuary for post-mortem
examination.

I Four-storey building
collapses; 22 rescued

New Delhi: A four-storey
building collapsed in north
Delhi's Subzi Mandi area in
the early hours of Tuesday,
bringing down portions of
two adjoining buildings
and trapping several
people under the debris.

A multi-agency rescue
team safely rescued all 22
people, officials said. The
building was in a congested
lane in Punjabi Basti and
had been unoccupied after
the municipal corporation
declared it unsafe.

M Five injured in AC
compressor blast

New Delhi: Five people,
including three employees
of a pizza parlour, sustained
minor injuries after an
air-conditioner compressor
exploded in northeast Delhi's
Yamuna Vihar, officials said
Tuesday. The incident took
place Monday at a Pizza Hut
outlet, where a fire broke out
following the compressor
blast, police said.

@ Indore school gets
bomb threat email

Indore: A private school

in Indore city of Madhya
Pradesh received a bomb
threat email Tuesday,
prompting the police and
other authorities to scour the
premises but it turned out to
be a hoax as no suspicious
object was found in a three-
hour-long search operation,
an official said.

BN RPF rescues 11 children
from railway stations

Kolkata:The Railway
Protection Force (RPF)
Tuesday said it has rescued
11 children, including six girls,
from railway stations in the
Eastern Railway jurisdiction.
Acting under the countrywide
'Operation Nanhey Faristey'
initiative of the RPF to
safeguard vulnerable
children found at railway
premises, the force handed
over the rescued children

to the childline authorities
concerned.

iuotel 2 8

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Sept 9: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday announced a financial
assistance of 1,600 crore for
flood-hit Punjab as he reviewed
the situation and damage in the
state, which was battling its
worst deluge since 1988.

Modi announced the assis-
tance for the border state in
addition to the 12,000 crore
already in the state's Kitty.

He also announced an ex-gra-
tia of ¥2 lakh to the next of kin
of the deceased and 50,000 to
the seriously injured in the
floods and natural calamity.

Modi acknowledged the grav-
ity of the situation and assured
that the central government
will make all efforts to address
the situation.

Earlier, he took stock of the
flood situation and also con-
ducted an aerial survey of the
flood-ravaged areas in Punjab.
In a post on X, Modi said, “Con-
ducted an aerial review of the
floods in Punjab. Authorities
are working round-the-clock,
assisting those impacted. Our
thoughts are with the people in
this challenging time.”

The PM, in another post, said
the central government was
committed to extending all pos-
sible help to everyone, includ-
ing farmers, whose well-being
is of paramount importance.

Modi, who was on a day-long
visit to Punjab and its neigh-
bouring Himachal Pradesh to
review the flood situation in the
two states, landed in Gurdaspur
-- one of the worst affected dis-
tricts in the state -- after con-
ducting the aerial survey.

Prior to this, the PM visited
Himachal Pradesh and took
stock of the flood and landslides
situation in the state.

Modi reviewed the relief and
rehabilitation measures under-
taken as well as assessed the
damage that has occurred in
the border state. Punjab Gover-
nor Gulab Chand Kataria, Pun-
jab Agriculture minister Gur-
meet Singh Khuddian, Union
Minister Ravneet Singh Bittu,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi conducts aerial survey of flood and

landslide-affected areas in Himachal Pradesh

31,500cr for Himachal

rime Minister Narendra Modi

Tuesday announced an im-
mediate relief of 21,500 crore for
rain-affected Himachal Pradesh.
He took stock of the situation in
both the states in the wake of
floods and landslides and also
conducted aerial surveys of the
affected areas. Modi first went to
Himachal Pradesh and after an
aerial survey, held a meeting in
Kangra to review the relief and re-
habilitation measures undertaken
as well as assess the damage.

Punjab Revenue Minister Hard-
eep Singh Mundian were also
present in the official meeting.

In the meeting, Punjab Chief
Secretary K A P Sinha shared
details about extensive damage
caused by floods in the state.

Recognising the critical need
to support the agricultural com-
munity, additional assistance
will be provided specifically
targeted at farmers who cur-
rently lack power connections.
For bores which have been silt-
ed over or swept away, support
for refurbishing would be ex-
tended under Rashtriya Krishi
Vikas Yojana on project mode,
as per specific proposal from
the state government.

For bore pumps that are run-
ning on diesel, convergence
with MNRE (Ministry of new
and renewable energy) for so-
lar panels and support will be

Protests in Doda, other places
against detention of AAP MLA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Doda/Jammu, Sept 9: At least
eight police personnel, includ-
ing two officers, were injured
in clashes between protesters
and security forces in Doda as
demonstrations were held in
the district and other places in
Jammu and Kashmir Tuesday
against the detention of Aam
Aadmi Party MLA Mehraj Ma-
lik under the Public Safety Act
(PSA), officials said.

Police and paramilitary forces
had been deployed in strength in
Doda, where supporters of Malik,
the president of the J&K unit of
AAP, took to the streets a day af-
ter he was detained for alleged-
ly disturbing public order and
lodged in Kathua district jail.

At least eight police personnel,

including a deputy superinten-
dent of police and a station house
officer, were injured in a clash
with stone-pelting protesters at
Dunadi after the police tried to
stop a march from Bhatyas to-
wards Doda town, the officials
said, adding that police fired
teargas shells and chased the pro-
testers who regrouped repeatedly
and tried to move towards Doda.
Some protesters, including a
woman, were also injured in the
clash, the officials said. In a relat-
ed development, the legal advisor
of Malik and AAP spokesperson,
Appu Singh Slathia, said she was
denied a meeting with him in jail
despite repeated requests, while
a dossier against Malik running
in hundreds of pages was hand-
ed over to her after 24 hours.

PTI PHOTO

facilitated for micro irrigation
under ‘per drop more crop’
guidelines. The PM expressed
condolences to the family mem-
bers of those who lost their
lives in the natural calamity
and stated that the union gov-
ernment will work closely with
the state governments in this
difficult time and extend all
possible assistance.

He also met families from
Punjab who were affected by
the calamities and floods, ex-
pressing his complete solidarity
with all those who had suffered
and expressed deep sorrow who
had lost their close ones.

The PM stated that all assis-
tance under disaster manage-
ment rules are being made in-
cluding advance disbursements
to the states. The central gov-
ernment will further review the
assessment based on the mem-
orandum of the state as well as
the report of the central teams.

The union government has
also sent inter-ministerial
teams to Punjab to assess the
extent of damage, and based on
their detailed report, further
assistance will be considered.

During the meeting with the
flood-affected farmers, Punjab
BJP chief Sunil Jakhar showed
a bunch of damaged paddy due
to foods to the PM to emphasise
the extensive damage caused to
crops.

L=

2008 MALEGAON BLAST

Victims move HC

against acquittal of

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 9: Six family
members of people who died
in the 2008 Malegaon bomb
blast have moved the Bombay
High Court, challenging a spe-
cial court judgment acquitting
the seven accused in the case,
including former BJP MP Prag-
ya Singh Thakur and Lt Col
Prasad Purohit.

The appeal claimed faulty in-
vestigation or some defects in
the probe cannot be the ground
for acquitting the accused. It
also contended that a conspir-
acy is hatched in secrecy and
hence there cannot be a direct
evidence of it.

The petitioners claimed the
order passed by the special NIA
court July 31 acquitting the sev-
en accused was wrong and bad
in law and hence deserves to be
quashed.

The appeal, filed Monday by
Nisar Ahmed Sayyed Bilal and
five others through their advo-
cate Mateen Shaikh, sought the
HC to quash the special court
judgment.

As per the HC website, the
appeal is likely to come up for
hearing before a division bench
headed by Justice A S Gadkari
September 15.

An explosive device strapped
to a motorcycle went off near a
mosque in Malegaon town, lo-
cated about 200 km from Mum-
bai in Maharashtra’s Nashik
district, September 29, 2008,
killing six persons and injuring
101 others.

The claim said the trial court
judge should not act as a “post-
man or mute spectator” in a
criminal trial. When the pros-
ecution failed to elicit facts, the
trial court can ask questions
and/or summon witnesses, it
added.

It also pointed out that the
previous special public pros-
ecutor, Rohini Salian, had al-
leged pressure from the NIA
to go slow in the case against
the accused after which a new

i

prosecutor was appointed.

The appeal also raised con-
cerns over the manner in
which the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) conducted
the probe and trial in the case
and sought for the accused to
be convicted.

The state Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS), by arresting the
seven persons, unearthed a
large conspiracy and since then
there has been no blast in areas
populated by the minority com-
munity, the appeal said.

It claimed the NIA, after tak-
ing over the case, diluted the
allegations against the accused
persons.

The appeal further claimed
the special court had erred in
coming to the conclusion that
the motorcycle used in the blast
was not owned by Thakur and
the RDX used was not procured
by Purohit.

There was enough evidence
to show the accused persons
had hatched the conspiracy
to carry out the blast and the
special court had erred in hold-
ing that there was only strong
suspicion against the accused
but not sufficient evidence to
convict them, it said.

The appeal said a conspiracy
is hatched in secrecy and hence
there cannot be any direct evi-
dence of the same.

The special court had in its
judgment said mere suspicion
cannot replace real proof and
there was no cogent or reli-
able evidence to warrant con-
viction.

Special judge A K Lahoti,
presiding over the NIA court,
had said there was no “reliable
and cogent evidence” against
the accused that proved the
case beyond reasonable doubt.

ﬁ‘;\’ﬁ :
A

Gurmeet Singh checks the damaged crops at a flooded agricultural field, at Kot Gurbaksh village of Ajnala, in

Amritsar, Punjab

PTI PHOTO

Karisma’s kids in HC over
Sunjay Kapur’s fortune

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 9: The two
children of Bollywood actor Ka-
risma Kapoor Tuesday moved
the Delhi High Court seeking
share in their late father Sun-
jay Kapur’s assets reportedly
worth 30,000 crore.

The plaint, which is likely to
come up September

10, challenges Sunjay’s
March 21 will, which purport-
edly leaves his entire personal
estate to their step-mother, Pri-
ya Kapur.

The plaint claims neither
Sunjay mentioned about the
will, nor Priya, or any other
person, ever spoke of its exis-
tence.

While the daughter, Samai-
ra Kapur, has filed the plaint
through her mother, Karisma,
authorising her as her general
power of attorney, the son, a mi-
nor, is also represented by the
mother as the legal guardian.

Karisma and Sunjay married
in 2003 but divorced in 2016.

The plaint alleges Priya’s
conduct demonstrates “with-
out a doubt, that the alleged will
has been fabricated” by her.

“The purported will alleged-
ly executed by the plaintiffs' fa-
ther is not a legal and valid doc-
ument, is forged and fabricated
and in any event surrounded by
suspicious circumstances. It is
for this reason that neither the
original of the alleged purport-
ed will has been shown to the
plaintiffs nor a copy of the al-
leged purported will has been
provided,” the suit claimed.

The plaint has sought parti-
tion, rendition of accounts and
a permanent injunction with
respect to their late father’s
estate.

Man kills girifriend,
murders witness;
dies in police custody

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Giridih (Jharkhand),
Sept 9: A 25-year-old man in
Jharkhand's Giridih district
allegedly killed his girlfriend,
suspecting her of having an
affair with someone else, and
also murdered another woman
who witnessed it, police said
Tuesday.

A few hours after the accused
was arrested, he was found ly-
ing in a pool of blood inside the
police lockup. Apparently, he
died by suicide.

The two women, who were
found murdered, had gone
missing Friday, following
which a complaint was lodged
with the police, an officer said.

While investigating the miss-
ing persons' complaint, police
detained one Srikant Choud-
hary, a resident of Mahatpur
in Gawan police station area,
Monday, SDPO of Khori Mahua
Rajendra Prasad told PTI.

“During interrogation,
Choudhary confessed to having
murdered both the women and
also showed the police the site
where the bodies were hidden,”
he said.

The bodies were recovered
from Charkhi Nimadih forest
late in the night, he said, adding
that the accused was arrested
later.

NCAP panel tells Delhi, Noida to boost pollution fund utilisation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 9: A central
panel monitoring the National
Clean Air Programme (NCAP)
has directed authorities in Del-
hi and Noida, which are lag-
ging in pollution control fund
utilisation, to take immediate
corrective measures.

The decision was taken at
the 18th meeting of the Im-
plementation Committee (IC)
under NCAP, held August 21
and chaired by the Central
Pollution Control Board (CP-
CB) chairman, to review and
oversee the programme’s im-
plementation.

The committee said that “all
implementing agencies must
accelerate fund utilisation,
ensuring that it is not below 75
per cent in any city”, according
to the minutes of the meeting

published recently.

Launched in 2019, NCAP is
India’s first national initiative
to set clean air targets, aiming
for a 40 per cent reduction in
particulate pollution by 2026,
using 2019-20 as the base year.

Of the cities covered under
NCAP, 82 receive direct fund-
ing from the Union environ-
ment ministry, while 48 cities
and urban agglomerations
with populations of more than
a million are funded through
the 15th Finance Commission.

Data from the Union envi-
ronment ministry showed that
only 39,585 crore (72.4 per cent)
of the total ¥13,236.77 crore al-
located to 130 cities since the
programme's inception had
been utilised as of August 18.

According to the data, Noi-
da (Uttar Pradesh) utilised
just 11.14 per cent of its alloca-

tion, Visakhapatnam (Andhra
Pradesh) 30.51 per cent and Del-
hi 32.65 per cent.

Vijayawada (Andhra
Pradesh) spent 41.09 per cent,
Jalandhar (Punjab) 43.51 per
cent, Gulbarga (Karnataka)
43.7 per cent, Srinagar (Jammu

and Kashmir) 44.12 per cent and
Jamshedpur (Jharkhand) 44.24
per cent.

The fund utilisation of 12 oth-
er cities and urban agglomer-
ations, including Ujjain (Mad-
hya Pradesh), Gaya (Bihar),
Sibsagar (Assam), Durgapur

Launched in 2019,
NCAP is India’s first
national initiative to
set clean air targets,
aiming for a 40 per
cent reduction in
particulate pollution
by 2026, using 2019-20
as the base year

(West Bengal), Kalinga Nagar
(Odisha), Nalbari (Assam), Jal-
gaon (Maharashtra), Faridabad
(Haryana), Nagpur (Maharash-
tra), Ranchi (Jharkhand), Hy-
derabad (Telangana) and Ben-
galuru (Karnataka), remained
below 75 per cent.

In the Swachh Vayu Sarvek-
shan rankings published on

Tuesday, Delhi ranked 32nd
among 48 cities and urban ag-
glomerations assessed for their
clean air efforts.

Indore ranked first among
cities with more than 10 lakh
population, followed by Jabal-
pur (Madhya Pradesh). Agra
(Uttar Pradesh) and Surat (Gu-
jarat) shared the third spot.

In the 3-10 lakh population
category, Amravati (Maha-
rashtra) stood first, Jhansi
(Uttar Pradesh) and Moradabad
(Uttar Pradesh) were joint sec-
ond, while Alwar (Rajasthan)
took the third position. Noida
ranked 9th in this category.

The panel also directed state
pollution control boards and
committees to complete source
apportionment and emission
inventory studies by October
15. So far, 79 cities have com-
pleted these studies.
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We are
against the

SIR. Our
party's stand is
alliance. It cannot
be done in two or
three months
My heartiest | ; L
congratu- ,
lations and (i
best wishes to { 3
Vice President of &
P Radhakrishnan
avaru. | am sure he'll work towards
strengthening our democratic
God bless him
H D DEVE GOWDA | FORMER PM
lam working
‘ with the ship-
ping ministry
changes can help
us attract vessels
to flag in India...
industry to see how we can reduce
our dependence on coal from other
countries and bring down the cost
more competitive with
rest of the world
PIYUSH GOYAL |

that of the INDIA

MAMATA BANERJEE I WEST BENGAL CM
India-elect Shri. C

traditions and institutions. May
to see what policy

we are working with the mining
of raw material so that we can be
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

POST
OF THE DAY

BREAKING :
Massive protest
against BJP
government in
Bihar

Students are
hitting streets
in Patna regarding the teachers
vacancy Will Godi media channels
who covered Nepal protest
telecast it?

@Amockx2022

SHORT TAKES

I Preparation in full swing
in Mizoram for PM’s visit

Aizawl: Preparations are in
full swing in Mizoram ahead
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit September 13,
during which he is scheduled to
unveil several developmental
projects, including a railway
line. Chief Minister Lalduhoma
Tuesday convened a meeting
of senior officials to review
preparedness for the PM's
visit, an official statement
said. Chief Secretary Khilli
Ram Meena gave a detailed
account of the preparative
meeting held September 6

and the arrangements made
so far, after which various
departments and stakeholders
discussed their responsibilities
and plans, it said.

Woman found
hanging from tree

New Delhi: A 23-year-old
woman was found hanging
from a roadside tree in Delhi's
Begumpur area, an official
said Tuesday. A PCR call
was received around 5.30
pm Monday informing that a
woman was found hanging
from a tree near Kali Mata
Chowk, Sector 37, Bhagwan
Mahavir Road, he said.

M Five suspected drug
peddlers arrested

Srinagar: Police in Jammu and
Kashmir arrested five suspected
drug peddlers, including a
woman, from different parts

of the region Tuesday, officials
said. In the Kupwara district

of north Kashmir, a woman
drug peddler was arrested

at Sadhna Top in the Karnah
area during a routine security
check. The arrested woman,
identified as Alaf Noor from
Khawarpara, Karnah, was
stopped at a checkpoint and
subjected to a search, following
which a substantial quantity

of contraband was recovered
from her possession, a police
spokesperson said.

’ L

“ True empowerment is

shaped by the recognition
of the rights of the people. It is
strengthened by respect for those
rights and sustained by the repre-
sentation of tribal communities.
She urged members of tribal com-
munities to take active responsibili-
ty for their development journey
DROUPADI MURMU | PRESIDENT

MAURITIUS PM ARRIVES IN MUMBAI

Prime Minister of Mauritius Navinchandra Ram-

goolam reached Mumbai Tuesday at the start of

his eight-day visit to India. Ramgoolam landed
at Mumbai airport in the morning by a commer-

cial flight from Port Louis, an official said

India tightens border security

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, Sept 9: The Sashas-
tra Seema Bal (SSB) that guards
the 1751-km-long unfenced in-
ternational front with Nepal
has stepped up security across
all its border posts and vulnera-
ble points in the wake of unrest
in Nepal, officials said Tuesday.

A high alert has been sound-
ed in Uttar Pradesh's seven
districts bordering Nepal. The
districts are Maharajganj,
Siddharthnagar, Balrampur,
Shravasti, Bahraich, Lakhim-
pur Kheri and Pilibhit.

Security arrangements in-
volve joint patrolling by the
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB),
local police and intelligence
units, the officials said.

All the field commanders of
the SSB have been asked to be
on the ground and maintain
an enhanced vigil, they said.
In Balrampur, additional per-
sonnel have been deployed at 22
SSB border posts while drones
are being used to monitor sensi-
tive stretches, Superintendent
of Police Vikas Kumar said.

“Operation Kavach” commit-
tees have also been activated
to maintain strict surveillance
over cross-border movement.

Residents in the border ar-
eas said people in Nepal were
distressed as the ban had cut
off free communication with
relatives across the border via
WhatsApp and Facebook.

“Now that the restrictions
have been lifted, there is some
relief, but tension remains due
to violent demonstrations,”
said Rakesh Yadav, MLA from

Indian airlines cancel flights to Kathmandu

NEW DELHI: Air India and IndiGo are among the airlines that cancelled their flights
connecting Kathmandu Tuesday as the airport in Nepal’s capital has been tempo-
rarily closed amid massive anti-government protests in the neighbouring nation.
Nepal Airlines also cancelled its flight from Delhi to Kathmandu Tuesday. A source
said one of the flights of Air India returned to the national capital Tuesday as
smoke was noticed at the Kathmandu airport during final approach of the aircraft.

the Gasdi area adjoining the
border. In Maharajganj, Super-
intendent of Police Somendra
Meena said a high alert has
been issued at the Sonauli bor-
der with additional checks of
travellers and vehicles.

Transporters reported a
sharp decline in bus passen-
gers headed to Nepal, while lo-
cal tour operators said several
trips had been cancelled.

The Ministry of External
Affairs Tuesday issued an ad-
visory asking Indian nationals
to defer travel to Nepal until the
situation stabilises.

The officials said Shravasti
and Bahraich districts have
also intensified joint patrolling.

Siachen: 3 soldiers killed as avalanche hits Army camp

Leh: Three soldiers lost their lives when an avalanche struck Siachen, the
world’s highest battlefield, in the Union territory of Ladakh, officials said
Tuesday. The avalanche occurred in the 12,000-feet-high Siachen base
camp area, trapping three soldiers, including two Agniveers, the officials
said. They said a rescue operation was immediately launched, and the
bodies of the trapped soldiers were retrieved Tuesday. Leh-based Fire and
Fury Corps identified the deceased as Sepoy Mohit Kumar, Agniveers Niraj
Kumar Choudhary and Dabhi Rakesh Devabhai.

Aishwarya Rai urges Delhi HC to restrain illegal use of name

New Delhi: Bollywood actor Aishwarya Rai Bachchan Tuesday urged
the Delhi High Court to protect her personality rights and restrain
online platforms from illegally using her name, images and Al-
generated pornographic content. Justice Tejas Karia orally hinted that
he would pass an ad-interim order cautioning the defendants. The
suit related to misappropriation of various aspects of her personality,
including her name, image, likeness, persona and voice, and the
defendants are using them for their own commercial gain without

obtaining her consent.

India repatriates 48 Pak fishermen, 19 civilians

New Delhi: India Tuesday repatriated 67 Pakistani nationals including 48
fishermen as they completed jail terms. New Delhi also urged Pakistan to
expedite the release and repatriation of all Indian prisoners, including fishermen
who remained in its custody. “Forty-eight Pakistani fishermen and 19 Pakistani
civilian prisoners, who had completed their sentences, were repatriated today
via Attari/Wagah border,” the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said.

Mumbai EOW summons businessman Raj Kundra

Mumbai: Bollywood actor Shilpa Shetty's husband and businessman Raj
Kundra has been summoned by the Economic Offenses Wing (EOW) of the
Mumbai Police in connection with an alleged Rs 60 crore cheating case,
an official said Tuesday. Kundra, accused of diverting a loan amount, has
been asked to appear before EOW officials September 15.

Border Force Commander Gan-
ga Singh Udawat said move-
ment across the border has
halved.

Reports from Bahraich's
Rupaidiha border and Nepal-
gunj town suggested simmering
anger among locals after the
death of youths during protests.

Schools in Nepalgunj re-
mained shut Tuesday and
four-wheelers from India were
restricted for safety reasons.

In Lakhimpur Kheri, SP
Sankalp Sharma said cross-bor-
der trade had been temporarily
halted and additional forces de-
ployed along checkpoints. Mar-
kets in the Gaurifanta border
area wore a deserted look as

movement from Nepal reduced
drastically.

In Pilibhit district, DM Gya-
nendra Singh said constant
coordination was being main-
tained with SSB and village
heads along the frontier.

SSB Commander Sher Singh
said there had been no fresh
reports of unrest from Nepal's
Mahendranagar side.

The officials said that while
the lifting of the ban on social
media platforms has eased
communication concerns, the
atmosphere across the border
remains uneasy and security
agencies will continue to main-
tain strict vigil.

The unrest in Nepal has
led to a near-complete halt in
movement across the interna-
tional border at Panitanki in
the northern part of West Ben-
gal, leaving hundreds of trucks
stranded on the Indian side, of-
ficials said.

Although there was no offi-
cial word, vehicle movement
through the Panitanki border
had stopped since Monday af-
ternoon. Police have also set up
checkpoints and begun vehicle
checks from early morning.

Shops at Panitanki are shut,
and strict checks are in place.
People can cross the border
only after showing a valid ID.
All vehicles are being searched,
and police are collecting details
of drivers and passengers. Dog
squads have also been deployed
for security.

More than 100 Indian truck
drivers and many tourists are
currently stuck at the border
due to the disru

PREZ REFERENCE

Guv expected to
act on Bills within
reasonable time; SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 9: The Su-
preme Court Tuesday said
governors were expected to act
within “reasonable time” even
if the term “as soon as possible”
were not there in Article 200
that governs powers to assent
to Bills passed by the state leg-
islature.

A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Chief Justice
B R Gavali, hearing arguments
on the eighth day on the presi-
dential reference, whether the
court could impose timelines for
governors and President to deal
with bills passed by assemblies,
reiterated it would only inter-
pret the Constitution and not ex-
amine facts of individual cases.

Article 200 governs powers
of Governor regarding bills
passed by the state legislature,
allowing them to either assent
to the Bill, withhold assent,
return the Bill for reconsider-
ation or reserve the bill for the
consideration of President.

The first proviso of Article
200 says Governor may, as
soon as possible, after the pre-
sentation to him of the bill for
assent, return the Bill, if it is
not a money bill, to the house
for reconsideration and shall
not withhold the consent after

the assembly reconsiders and
sends it back to him.

The bench, also comprising
Justices Surya Kant, Vikram
Nath, P S Narasimha and A
S Chandurkar, was urged by
senior advocate Arvind Datar,
appearing for the Punjab gov-
ernment, that the framers of
the Constitution put "as soon
as possible" in Article 200 and
there was no fetters for the
court in setting the timeline of
three months for grant of assent
to bills.

“Even if the term ‘as soon
as possible' were not there, the
Governor was expected to act
within reasonable time,” the
bench said.

Senior advocate K K Venu-
gopal, appearing for Kerala,
said former state Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan had followed
a practice of sending bills to the
ministries concerned for briefing
him whenever he received them.
“We will not be deciding individ-
ual matters,” the CJI said.
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TRIPURA IS NOT A
DUMPING

A member of the Indigenous People of Tripura takes part in a protest demanding implementation of the Tiprasa Accord and constitutional
recognition for Greater Tipraland, at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi
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CP Radhakrishnan: Rooted in RSS, soft-spoken

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 9: Strongly
rooted in the RSS and the BJP,
Chandrapuram Ponnusamy
Radhakrishnan, who was
Tuesday elected as the 15th
Vice President of India, brings
along a rich political and ad-
ministrative experience which
will prove handy in his role as
the ex-officio Chairperson of
the Rajya Sabha.

Seen as a soft-spoken and
non-confrontational leader, the
67-year-old Radhakrishnan suc-
ceeds Jagdeep Dhankhar, who
resigned as vice president July
21, taking everyone by surprise.
He is the third leader from
Tamil Nadu to occupy the cov-
eted post.

Described as a ‘Pachai Tam-
izhan’ (true-blue Tamil) by
well-wishers, Radhakrishnan
was serving as the Governor
of Maharashtra when he was
named as the vice presidential
nominee of the BJP-led NDA.

A two-term member of the
Lok Sabha from Coimbatore
during the tenure of prime
minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee, Radhakrishnan came close

to becoming a Union minister,
but had to lose out to fellow
Tamilan Pon Radhakrishnan
in 1998 after some confusion
over his name by the then floor
managers of the BJP.

Radhakrishnan joined the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) as a teenager and
rose through the ranks in the
organisation and later in the
BJP, gaining acceptability in
the party and the state.

A member of the socially
dominant and economically

prosperous Kongu Vellalar
Gounder community, he be-
came the secretary of the
BJP's Tamil Nadu unit in 1996
and served as the party's state
unit president between 2003
and 2006.

An avid sportsperson, Rad-
hakrishnan was a college
champion in table tennis and
along-distance runner. He also
enjoys cricket and volleyball.

Radhakrishnan is considered
an untainted leader with rich
political and administrative ex-

perience for the vice president's
office and this would also prove
useful as the chairman of the
Rajya Sabha.

The Tamil Nadu leader is
said to be held in high esteem
across party lines in his state,
resulting in the BJP giving
him multiple gubernatorial
assignments in Jharkhand,
Telangana, Maharashtra and
Puducherry.

Radhakrishnan's candida-
ture also seeks to disarm the
Opposition of a key political
narrative, as he is the first
OBC leader from South India
to be named for the vice-pres-
ident's office.

An official profile circulat-
ed by the NDA projects Rad-
hakrishnan as a leader who
is eminent, knowledgeable
and untainted by any legal
accusations.

Radhakrishnan's political
innings started with his asso-
ciation with organisations such
as the RSS and the Jan Sangh.

He took up student politics
and has since used politics as
a medium to serve the people.

Radhakrishnan's track re-
cord of holding electoral, or-

ganisational and constitutional
responsibilities shows that he
is set to create history as the
vice president of India.

He was sworn in as the gov-
ernor of Maharashtra on July
31, 2024. Before this, he served
as the governor of Jharkhand
for nearly one-and-a-half years.

Born October 20, 1957, at
Tiruppur in Tamil Nadu, Rad-
hakrishnan has a Bachelor's
degree in Business Adminis-
tration.

Starting as an RSS swayam-
sevak at the age of 16, he be-
came a state executive com-
mittee member of the Bharatiya
Janasangh in 1974.

Between 2004 and 2007,
Radhakrishnan served as the
Tamil Nadu BJP president.
In this role, he undertook a
19,000-km 'Rath Yatra' that
lasted for 93 days.

The Yatra was organised to
highlight his demands for the
linking of all Indian rivers,
eradicating terrorism, imple-
menting a uniform civil code,
removing untouchability and
combating the menace of nar-
cotic drugs, some of the key
planks of the BJP and the RSS.

Ideological battle
continues with ever
greater vigour: Reddy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 9: Opposi-
tion’s vice presidential candi-
date B Sudershan Reddy Tues-
day said he humbly accepts the
defeat in the vice presidential
polls and asserted that democra-
cy is strengthened not by victory
alone, but by the spirit of dia-
logue, dissent, and participation.

In a statement issued soon
after NDA nominee CP Rad-
hakrishnan was declared elect-
ed to the post of vice president,
Reddy said that though the
result was not in his favour,
the larger cause “we have col-
lectively sought to advance,
remains undiminished”.

“The ideological battle contin-
ues with ever greater vigour,”
Reddy said. “I humbly accept
this outcome with an abiding
faith in the democratic process-
es of our great republic. This
journey has been a profound
honour, offering me the oppor-
tunity to stand for the values
that have guided my life -- con-
stitutional morality, justice, and
the dignity of every individual.”
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In an attempt
‘ to appease

the lobby
that opposes the
current govern-
ment in Af-
ghanistan, Asim
Munir, in his short-sightedness, is
destroying the peace that was es-
tablished in the region during our
tenure. Where there should have
been a strong relationship, things
are being made worse

IMRAN KHAN I JAILED EX-PM, PAKISTAN

Our relation-
ship with
Russia is deep

and has witnessed
periods of friend-
ship and coopera-
tion, but there has
never been a balance. Any foreign
presence on our soil must be
aimed at helping the Syrian people
build their future

ASAAD AL-SHIBANI | FOREIGN MINISTER, SYRIA

We really
‘ count on your
contribution

and the close rela-
tionship that China
maintains with the
Russian Federation
in order for us to build, as fast as
possible, a just and lasting peace
in Ukraine

LUIS MONTENEGRO | PRIME MINISTER, PORTUGAL

SHORT TAKES

I 1cC opens war crimes
case against Kony

The Hague: International
Criminal Court prosecutors
will begin presenting evidence
Tuesday to support their
charges against fugitive
Ugandan rebel leader Joseph
Kony at the global court’s first-
ever in absentia hearing. Kony,
the founder and leader of the
Lord’s Resistance Army, or
LRA, faces accusations of war
crimes and crimes against
humanity. The court’s
so-called confirmation of
charges hearing comes two
decades after it issued an
arrest warrant for Kony
over his alleged leadership
of the brutal rebel group,
which became notorious

for atrocities, including
kidnapping children and
mutilating captives. The

ICC hearing is not a trial,
but allows prosecutors to
outline their case in court.

¥ Pakistan, China to
fund $7bn CPEC rail

Islamabad: Pakistan and
China have agreed to form a
consortium of bilateral and
multilateral partners to finance
a $7 billion railway project,
along with a four-year action
plan (2025-29) for the second
phase of the CPEC initiative.
Pakistan and China recently
launched the second phase
of the controversial China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) project. Speaking at
a news conference, Planning
and Development Minister
Ahsan Igbal said that during
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s recent visit to China,
the two sides had agreed

to constitute a consortium

of financiers, including the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB), Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AlIB), China
and Pakistan, for the 1,700-
km Karachi-Peshawar railway
line, the Dawn newspaper
reported Tuesday.

I Lankan Parl to strip
ex-Prezs’ privileges

Colombo: Sri Lanka’s
Supreme Court has ruled
that the bill to withdraw
presidential privileges
extended to former
presidents and their
widows can be approved
in Parliament by a simple
majority. The court’s ruling
was read out in Parliament
Tuesday by Speaker
Jagath Wickremaratna.
“The Supreme Court

has determined that no
provision of the bill is
inconsistent with any
provision of the Constitution
and can be enacted by
Parliament with a simple
majority,” he said.
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Sweden will lower
the age of criminal
responsibility from
the current 15

PRIME MINISTER, SWEDEN

THAILAND EX-PM
JAILED FOR A YEAR

Thailand’s influential former Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra was sent
to prison Tuesday after the Supreme
Court ruled his hospital detention was
a ploy to avoid jail, a major blow for a
powerful family that has dominated
politics for two decades

REBEL-TURNED-LEADER FAILS TO STABILISE NEPAL

Oli’s resignation following violent
anti-corruption protests that left 19 people
dead was the latest twist in a roller-coaster

political career that has mirrored the
volatility of modern Nepalese politics

REUTERS

Kathmandu, Sept 9: Nepalese
communist leader KP Sharma
Oli was sworn in as prime min-
ister a year ago promising
stability and jobs but
resigned abruptly
Tuesday after the
worst unrest in
decades amid ac-
cusations of cor-
ruption and au-
thoritarian rule.
His resignation
following violent
anti-corruption pro-
tests that left 19 people
dead was the latest twist in a
roller-coaster political career
that has mirrored the volatili-
ty of modern Nepalese politics.
From a teenage revolution-
ary imprisoned for 14 years
to a four-time prime minister,
Oli has been a central player in
the political and economic un-
certainty that has beset Nepal
since protests led to the aboli-
tion of its monarchy in 2008.
Sworn in for his fourth
term in July last year as
the country’s 14th prime
minister since 2008, Oli,
73, vowed to fight cor-
ruption and poverty in
the landlocked country
wedged between India
and China. I
But the seasoned po-
litical survivor was un-
able to withstand a wave
of public fury that forced
him from office Tues-
day over the au-
thorities’ use of
lethal force

Macron names Lecornu as France’s new PM I ST ael t ar

REUTERS

Paris, Sept 9: French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron named
loyalist Sebastien Lecornu, a
one-time conservative protege
who rallied behind his 2017 pres-
idential run, as prime minister
Tuesday, defying expectations
he might tack towards the left.
The choice of Lecornu, 39,
indicates Macron’s determina-
tion to press on with a minority
government that stands firmly
behind his pro-business eco-
nomic reform agenda, under
which taxes on business and
the wealthy have been cut and
the retirement age raised.
Macron was forced to appoint
a fifth prime minister in less
than two years after parliament
ousted Francois Bayrou nine
months into the role over his
plans for taming the country’s

Social
media
ban backfired,
sparking deadly
unrest

showed pro-
Critics say Oli failed to fix RSN iy

economy, end graft ing into the
Seen by some as close

to China, Oli vowed
neutrality

against demonstrators the pre-
vious day.

An aide to Oli said the out-
going prime minister’s private
residence had been set on fire

by demonstrators
celebrating his
ousting.

Televi-
sion images

compound

and ransack-
ing the property
- shattering win-
dows, and breaking

pots, chairs and other fur-
niture - before setting the struc-
ture on fire. Security forces,
appearing to be outnumbered,
watched from a few metres
away.

“There was a lot of dissatisfac-
tion among the people with
the government
and politi-
cal lead-

ership.

This
only

ballooning debt.

In handing the job to Lecor-
nu, Macron risks alienating the
centre-left Socialist Party and
leaves the president and his
government depending on Ma-
rine Le Pen’s far-right National
Rally for support in parliament.

Lecornu’s immediate prior-
ity will be to forge consensus
on a budget for 2026, a task that
proved the undoing of Bayrou
who had pushed for aggressive
spending cuts to rein in a deficit
standing at nearly double the
EU ceiling of 3% of GDP.

yesterday. The carnage has
made people sensitive,” Bipin
Adhikari, a prominent constitu-
tional expert told Reuters, hours
before Oli resigned.

His decision last week to
block access to several social
media platforms, including
Meta Platforms’ META.O
Facebook, sparked nationwide
protests, led by Gen Z activists
who accused him of silencing
dissent and protecting a cor-
rupt elite.

The government denied try-
ing to throttle free speech, and
cited misuse of social media
to spread disinformation and
commit fraud, among other
concerns.

Protesters also blamed Oli
for many of the Himalayan
nation’s ills, saying his latest
tenure as prime minister was
marked by entrenched corrup-
tion, economic stagnation and
authoritarianism.

Nepal is one of the world’s
poorest countries and political
instability has discouraged
investment and hobbled its
economic development, forc-
ing millions of young people to
seek work mainly in Malaysia,
South Korea and the Middle
East.

Born in 1952 in eastern Ne-
pal, Oli’s early life was marked
by hardship. His mother died
of smallpox when he was four,
and his family was displaced by
floods, forcing him to live with
his grandparents.

He entered politics as a
young activist aligned with
communist ideology, and was
imprisoned for 14 years during
the 1970s and 1980s for opposing
the monarchy, an experience
that shaped his political out-
look and public image.

He was a founding member of
the Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist), or
CPN-UML, and became prom-
inent nationally, developing
an ability to forge political al-

liances.

He held key ministerial
roles including as interior
and foreign minister, and

served four times as prime
minister.

Oli first assumed the

premiership in 2015, at

. . L atime when ablockade
Y Y of its border crossings
with India left the

Nepal internet crackdown part of global
trend toward suppressing online freedom

epal’s recent social me-
Ndia blackout, which led

to nationwide protests
and at least 19 deaths, high-
lights a growing global trend
of governments tightening
control over the internet.
The ban, imposed after ma-
jor platforms like Facebook,
YouTube, and X failed to reg-
ister with the government,
was lifted Tuesday following
public outcry and violent
unrest. Experts say Nepal’s
actions reflect a broader pat-
tern across South Asia and
beyond, where governments
increasingly crack down on
digital platforms under the
guise of regulation. “This is
taken from a now well-estab-
lished playbook of trying to
control social media narra-
tives,” said Aditya Vashistha,
assistant professor at Cornell
University, pointing to sim-
ilar actions in Pakistan and
Bangladesh. Authorities in
Nepal argue the move is about

accountability, demanding
tech companies appoint local
liaisons and comply with new
laws aimed at content regula-
tion. While these laws include
valid aims like tackling child
trafficking and cybercrime,
critics argue they are also be-
ing used to suppress dissent.
One clause, for instance, re-
stricts anonymous posting
— a common protection for
activists and whistleblowers.
Kian Vesteinsson, a senior
analyst at Freedom House,
warns such blanket bans
do more harm than good.
“These measures cut tens of
millions off from platforms
they use for work, commu-
nication, and education,”
he said. “They’re wildly
disproportionate.”The Com-
mittee to Protect Journalists
condemned the social media
ban, calling it a blow to free
expression and a hindrance to
the press. In response to the
censorship, the use of VPNs

in Nepal has surged by 8,000 %
since September 3, according
to encryption service provid-
er Proton. But VPNs remain
an imperfect solution—often
costly, slow, and inaccessible
to many. Globally, internet
freedom has declined for the
14th consecutive year, ac-
cording to Freedom House.
While China and Myanmar
remain the most repressive,
democratic nations like Nepal
are increasingly adopting re-
strictive policies. These often
come under the banner of cy-
bersecurity or misinforma-
tion control, but carry severe
consequences for free speech
and access to information. As
Vesteinsson noted, internet
freedom is a “pillar of modern
democracy,” and efforts to
regulate tech platforms must
be balanced with the rights of
users. “Governments have a
valid role in setting rules,”
he said, “but not at the cost
of silencing voices.”

country short of fuel and med-
icine for several months.

His government responded
by signing a transit agree-
ment with Beijing, ending In-
dia’s monopoly over Nepal’s
trade route.

Both Asian giants have been
locked in a high stakes battle
for influence in Nepal, and Oli’s
fall will be closely watched by
India and China.

Considered by some political
watchers to be closer to Chi-

na, Oli adopted a tougher line
with India in his first term as
he whipped up nationalist sen-
timent while altering Nepal’s
map over disputed land by in-
cluding territories controlled
by India.

REUTERS

Doha, Sept 9: Israel launched
an airstrike against the lead-
ers of arch foe Hamas in Qa-
tar Tuesday, expanding its
wide-ranging military actions
in the Middle East to include
the Gulf Arab state where the
Palestinian Islamist group has
long had its political base.
White House spokeswoman
Karoline Leavitt said hitting
Hamas was a worthy goal, but
the United States felt badly
about the location of the attack.
Qatar is a key security part-
ner of the United States and
host to al-Udeid Air Base, the
largest US military facility in
the Middle East. It has acted as
a mediator alongside Egypt in
talks on a ceasefire in the al-
most two-year-old war in Gaza.

Leavitt told a briefing that the
Trump administration was noti-
fied by the Pentagon that Israel
was attacking Hamas in Qatar
“just before” and President Don-
ald Trump spoke to Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
after it. Leavitt also said the
US military was notified “just
before the attack”, but did not
respond when asked by whom.

“The Trump administration
was notified by the United
States military that Israel was

attacking Hamas, which very
unfortunately, was located in
a section of Doha, the capital of
Qatar,” Leavitt told the White
House briefing.

“Unilaterally bombing inside
Qatar - a sovereign nation and
close ally of the United States
that is working very hard in
bravely taking risks with us to
broker peace - does not advance
Israel or America’s goals. Howev-
er, eliminating Hamas, who have
profited off the misery of those
living in Gaza, is a worthy goal.”

Qatar condemned Tuesday’s
attack as “cowardly” and called
it a flagrant violation of interna-
tional law. The assault is likely
to deal a serious, if not fatal,
blow to the ceasefire efforts, es-
pecially since negotiations have
often taken place in Qatar.

Hamas said five of its mem-

gets Hamas leaders in Doha

bers had been killed in the at-
tack in Doha, including the son
of Hamas’s exiled Gaza chief
and top negotiator Khalil al-
Hayya. It said Israel had failed
in what Hamas called an at-
tempt to assassinate the group’s
ceasefire negotiation team.

The Israeli military, mean-
while, issued evacuation or-
ders for residents of Gaza City,
causing panic and confusion,
after Israel said it was about to
obliterate the area in an assault
to wipe out Hamas.

Residents of Gaza’s biggest
urban area, home to a million
Palestinians before the war,
have been expecting an on-
slaught for weeks, since the
Israeli government devised a
plan to deal Hamas a fatal blow
in what it says are the group’s
last strongholds.

Pak spying on millions through phone tappmg, firewall: Amnesty

REUTERS

Karachi, Sept 9: Pakistan is
spying on millions of its cit-
izens using a phone-tapping
system and a Chinese-built
internet firewall that censors
social media, in one of the most
comprehensive examples of
state surveillance outside Chi-
na, Amnesty International said.

The rights watchdog said in
areport released Tuesday that
Pakistan’s growing monitoring
network was built using both
Chinese and Western technology
and powered a sweeping crack-
down on dissent and free speech.

Already restricted political
and media freedoms in Paki-
stan have tightened in recent
years, particularly after the
military broke with then-Prime
Minister Imran Khan in 2022,
who was later jailed and thou-

Amnesty: Pakistan runs
vast surveillance, firewall

Four million people
monitored via
phone-tapping system

Firewall handles 2 million
sessions, blocks sites

650,000 sites blocked,
Amnesty says

sands of his party activists
were detained.

Pakistan’s spy agencies can
monitor at least 4 million mo-
bile phones at a time through
its Lawful Intercept Manage-
ment System (LIMS), while a
firewall known as WMS 2.0 that
inspects internet traffic can
block 2 million active sessions
at a time, Amnesty said.

The two monitoring systems
function in tandem: one lets in-

telligence agencies tap calls and
texts while the other slows or
blocks websites and social me-
dia across the country, it said.

The number of phones un-
der surveillance could be high-
er as all four major mobile op-

erators have been ordered to
connect to LIMS, Amnesty
technologist Jurre van Berge
told Reuters.

“Mass surveillance creates
a chilling effect in society,
whereby people are deterred

from exercising their rights,
both online and offline,” the
report said.

Amnesty said its findings
draw on a 2024 Islamabad High
Court case filed by Bushra Bi-
bi, the wife of former premier
Khan, after her private calls
were leaked online.

In court, Pakistan’s defence
ministries and intelligence
agencies denied running or
even having the capacity for
phone tapping. But under
questioning, the telecom reg-
ulator acknowledged it had
already ordered phone com-
panies to install LIMS for use
by “designated agencies.”

Pakistan’s technology, in-
terior, and information min-
istries, as well as the telecom
regulator, did not respond to
questions from Reuters about
the Amnesty report.

FOREIGN SUPPLIERS

Pakistan is currently block-
ing about 650,000 web links and
restricting platforms such as
YouTube, Facebook and X, Am-
nesty said.

The controls have hit hardest
in the insurgency-hit Baloch-
istan province, where districts
have faced years-long internet
blackouts, and rights groups ac-
cuse the military of disappear-
ances and Kkillings of Baloch
and Pashtun activists, charges
it denies. Amnesty said it also
reviewed licensing agreements,
trade data, leaked technical
files and Chinese records tying
the firewall supplier to state-
owned firms in Beijing.

It added that the firewall is
supplied by the Chinese com-
pany Geedge Networks. The
company did not respond to a
request for comment.
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business ¢

“ India is eyeing
markets of 40

countries for pushing its
textile exports following
the imposition of 50 per

cent tariffs by the US,
which is the biggest
market for the country's
apparel shipments

GIRIRAJ SINGH | UNION MINISTER

TATA POWER, TATA PASSENGER
UNVEIL EV CHARGING HUB

Tata Power and Tata Passenger Electric Mobility
unveiled India's largest TATA.ev MegaCharger hub.
World EV Day is an annual global event celebrated
September 9 to raise awareness and promote the
adoption of electric vehicles. Located near Terminal
2 of the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport in the premises of The Leela Mumbai Hotel,
the TATA.ev MegaCharger hub is designed to serve
the city's diverse mix of EV users

EV CHARGING

- TR A

JANE STREET CASE

Yy

We see
technology
not just as an

enabler, but as a
catalyst for rein-
vention. Navigate
Tax Hub exempli-
fies this shift

SANJEEV KRISHAN | CHAIRPERSON, PWC

The situation
in Nepal
is slightly

similar situation
had happened in
Bangladesh but
we did not see any

"’
major long-term impact on Marico
but Emami, etc, did see an impact

ABNEESH ROY I EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (RE'
SEARCH), NUVAMA INSTITUTIONAL EQUITIES

Trade talks
‘ with the Eu-
ropean Union

are progressing _
fast and both sides u
would be in a po- 14
sition to "substan- h\ “
tially conclude” the agreement by
the time EU Trade and Agriculture
commissioners visit India.

PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE

AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

™ Flipkart expands

New Delhi: E-commerce
major Flipkart Tuesday
announced expansion of

its supply chain footprint
across the Northeast region,
to support surging demand
in what it calls one of its
fastest-growing markets.
Flipkart has established
over 6 lakh sq. ft. of
warehousing capacity in
Guwahati, encompassing
facilities for non-large,
large, and grocery items.

In Agartala (Tripura), a
new grocery fulfilment
centre is now operational,
capable of dispatching 5,000
orders daily, according

to a company statement.
The Northeast has an
active network of over
2,000 distributors and
retailers on the Flipkart
Reset for Business
platform, contributing to
approximately 30 per cent
of the overall business, it
added. The company is also
scaling its quick commerce
offering, Flipkart Minutes,
with nine Micro Fulfilment
Centres (MFCs) already live
in Guwahati and more in
progress.

[ SEBI amends
InvITs rules

New Delhi: Markets
regulator SEBI has

notified rules to reduce

the minimum allotment

lot in the primary market
for privately placed
infrastructure investment
trusts (InvITs) to 325 lakh,
aligning it with the trading
lot size in the secondary
market. Prior to this, the
minimum allotment lot in
the primary market for
privately placed InvITs

was 1 crore or 325 crore,
depending on the asset mix.
However, in an earlier round
of reforms, the trading lot
size in the secondary market
had already been reduced
to 325 lakh, irrespective of
the asset mix. Accordingly,
this amendment introduces
a uniform minimum
allotment size of 325 lakh

in the primary market for

all privately placed InviITs,
harmonizing it with the
secondary market norms.

¥ Zupee unveils Studio

New Delhi: Gaming platform
Zupee Tuesday announced
its expansion beyond online
gaming with the launch

of Zupee Studio, a short-
format content platform.
The move comes shortly
after the company had to
suspend its core real-money
gaming operations last
month following new central
legislation. Zupee Studio
will offer 1-3 minute "mini-
episodes" across genres like
romance, drama, thriller,
and comedy, designed

for mobile-first viewing,

the company said in a

statement. —

Govt for revised MRP on unsold stock

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 9: The gov-
ernment Tuesday directed man-
ufacturers and importers to de-
clare revised maximum retail
prices (MRP) on unsold stock
to reflect changes in goods and
services tax (GST) rates, with
the deadline set for December
31 or until stocks are exhaust-
ed, whichever is earlier.

The directive comes as the
government has reduced GST
on various products and ser-
vices, which will come into
effect from September 22.

"As per the new GST rates,
manufacturers, packers, and
importers can revise the MRP on
unsold stock until 31st December
2025 (or until stock lasts)," Union
Food and Consumer Affairs Min-
ister Pralhad Joshi said in a so-
cial media post on X.

The minister emphasised
that the revised prices must
reflect GST changes only. "Any
increase or decrease in price
can only match the tax change,"
Joshi said.

According to the directive,

e

&L

the new MRP should be de-
clared with a sticker, stamp or
online print, while ensuring the
original MRP remains visible.

The government has also
mandated that manufacturers,
packers or importers make at
least two advertisements in one
or more newspapers regarding
the price revision.

They must also inform deal-
ers and state/central govern-
ment officials about the change
in prices of such packages.

Companies are required to

inform consumers through
advertisements and public no-
tices. "This measure ensures
transparency and protects con-
sumer interests," Joshi added.

The government has clari-
fied that packaging material
or wrappers that could not be
exhausted prior to the GST re-
vision may be used for packing
until December 31 or until such
stock is exhausted, whichever
is earlier, after making correc-
tions in MRP on account of GST
changes.

Revised rules for delisting

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 9: Markets
regulator Security Exchange
Board of India has introduced
special measures for voluntary
delisting of PSUs, where the
government owns 90 per cent or
more stakes, in a move aimed at
streamlining the exit process.

Such measures include re-
laxations from the requirement
of a two-thirds threshold for
approving delisting by public
shareholders and in the mode of
computation of the floor price.
Also, such delisting can happen
at a fixed price — at least 15 per
cent premium over the floor
price-- regardless of trading
frequency.

In its notification dated Sep-
tember 1, Sebi said the rule is
applicable for PSUs-- excluding
banks, Non-banking Financial
Companies (NBFCs) and insur-
ance companies-- where the state
owns 90 per cent or more stakes.

The floor price for delisting
will be calculated using the
highest of three options-- vol-
ume weighted average price
paid during the 52 weeks imme-
diately preceding the reference
date; highest price paid during

the 26 weeks immediately pre-
ceding the reference date; and
the price determined by the
joint valuation report obtained
by two independent registered
valuers.

Under the current earlier
delisting rules, delisting is
successful if promoter share-
holding reaches 90 per cent.
Moreover, the floor price for
delisting is calculated using
several pricing metrics such
as the 60-day average price and
the highest price in the last 26
weeks.

PSUs, delisted under this
special provisions, undertaking
voluntary strike-off which if, ef-
fected after the date of delisting
but not later than 30 days from
the expiry of the one-year period
subsequent to delisting, then the
amount which is due to the pub-
lic shareholders who have not
tendered their shares during
the period of one year from the
date of delisting would be trans-
ferred to an appropriate account
of designated stock exchange.

This would be held for a pe-
riod of 7 years, during which
time the investors can claim
such amount from the stock
exchange.
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Deeksharambh: MITS organises orientation prog

' a’m

Oricnlaliun Program 2025-26 Batch

Bhubaneswar: TVS Motor
Company has unveiled the
NTORQ 150, positioning

it as India’s quickest and

first Hyper Sport Scooter in
Bhubaneswar here Tuesday.
Priced at %1,19,000 (ex-
showroom, all India), the new
model is powered by a 149.7cc
race-tuned O3CTech engine
delivering 13.2 PS and 14.2 Nm
torque. Inspired by stealth
aircraft, the NTORQ 150

Rayagada: The Majhighariani Institute of Technology & Science (MITS),
Rayagada, successfully organised the Deeksharambh Orientation Program
for the fresh batch of BBA, BCA, MCA, B.Sc. Biotechnology, B.Sc. Food
Technology, and M.Sc. Biotechnology students today at 11AM in Basant
Auditorium. The program was inaugurated by Chief Guest Arabinda
Swamy, AGM, Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd, Sunabeda and Guest of

Honour, Sunil Kumar Pradhan, Assistant Director, JK Paper Mills Ltd. The
dignitaries inaugurated the event in the august presence of Chairman
Balakrishna Panda, Director C V Gopinath, Dean Santanu Mohanty,

and Principal Ramanuja Nayak. In his address, Balakrishna Panda
congratulated the students for choosing MITS as the destination for their
higher education. C V Gopinath, Santanu Mohanty, and Ramanuja Nayak
extended a warm welcome to the freshers, assuring them of the institute’s
continuous support in shaping their professional careers.

JCB India welcomes GST reforms

Bhubaneswar: Deepak Shetty, CEO and Managing Director of JCB India
Ltd said, “We welcome the forward looking GST reforms. The move to a
simplified two rate GST structure and resolution of inverted duty issues
will improve ease of doing business.Ahead of the festive season, lower
GST on agricultural inputs like tractors, farm machinery, and irrigation
systems will benefit rural customers by reducing costs and energize the
rural economy. These reforms align with the Govt of India’s focus on
infrastructure development and growth in the rural economy. Both are
sectors to which JCB machines contribute immensely.”

TVS Motor launches NTORQ 150

features a forward-biased stance, aerodynamic winglets, jet-inspired vents,
MULTIPOINT® projector headlamps, a signature ‘T’ tail lamp, and coloured
alloy wheels. On the safety front, it comes equipped with ABS and traction
control (segment-first), hazard lamps, crash and theft alerts, emergency
brake warning, and follow-me headlamps. Speaking on the launch Raj
Biswas, Group Brand Manager, TVS NTORQ, TVS Motor Company said, “The
NTORQ 150 is designed to meet the evolving high-performance aspirations
of Gen Z.” The scooter will be available in two variants—Standard (Stealth
Silver, Racing Red, Turbo Blue) and TFT Cluster (Nitro Green, Racing).

14th Cottonfab: Exhibition of Silks & Cotton

Bhubaneswar: An exhibition cum sale of quality hand crafted & handlooms
fabrics organised by Samiti society for promoting exclusive cotton fabrics
from different state of India. The society Samiti was working with a mission
to revive & save traditional art of the rural artisans, with an objective

to provide market to artisans and give platform to sale their artifacts
products from rural belts of the country. The Samiti has been organised
exhibition cum sale 14th (Fourteen times) in Bhubaneswar. Considering
huge response in exhibition organised at different parts of country so

far, the Samiti choose Bhubneswwar for Mansoon season & Great Puja
festival market for the artisans. Total 122 artisans from 12 states are here
displayed their product which Lucknowi Chikankari dress material, Sarees,
Kurta Payjama, Tops, Gujarat ethnic Print Kurtis, Dress Material, Rajasthani
block printed, Kota Doria dress material, ladies kurta, lehnga-choli, Malmal,
Bandhej suits, skirts-top, salwar & dupatta’s, Punjab Phulkari dress material
from Patiala, Madhya Pradesh Chanderi, Maheshwari, Baagprint, Batik
print dress material, West Bengal Shantiniketan Tant, Khantha, Dhakai

Jamdani sarees, dress material in Tussar, Chiffon & Crepe, Odisha Sambhalpuri Ikkat Sarees, dress material, Andhra
Pradesh Kalamkari Vegetable dyed, Mangalgiri, Gadwal Zari Border Dress material, Tamil Nadu Madurai Sarees,
Dressmaterial, Parda & Bedcovers, Himachal Pradesh cotton Kurties & Tops, Uttar Pradesh’s famous Banaras silk &
cotton sarees, suit materials Chattisgarh silk & cotton and Khadi dress materials, Jharkhand Tussar Silk Dress and
Sarees, Delhi chikankari embroidery dress material & Sarees , Sitapuri export quality dari(satranji), mats, runner
and rugs, Jewellery, and many more textiles items of varied designs from various parts of country.
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BoB organlses fmanmal saturation camp

Kaduanuagaon: As part of the Government of
| India ongoing three-month financial inclusion
saturation campaign, Bank of Baroda conducted
. impactful financial outreach camp September
*%g' 8 at Kaduanuagaon village (Puri). The initiative
| witnessed the participation of more than 700
villagers, underlining the strong public interest
- in financial awareness and inclusion. This
event was graced by the MD and CEO Debadutta Chand with Zonal Head & GM Swapna Bandopadhaya,
Regional Head & DGM Satya Ranjan Mahapatra. Amongst other dignitaries present were VMNS Saibabu,
DGM (Compliance & Assurance), Shiba Pada Nayak, DGM (Business Development), Rajeev Kumar Sinha,
AGM & Deputy Regional Head and Sarpanch of Kaduanuagaon, Krushna Chandra Jena. In their respective
addresses all the dignitaries emphasized on Bank’s mission to extend formal banking services to the last
mile and empower rural communities with easy access to financial products and subjects like PMJJBY,
PMSBY, PMJDY, APY, Re-KYC and financial literacy and digital fraud awareness.

& i i
Bankof Baroda "

UBI Cuttack settles staff death claim

Cuttack: Union Bank of India, under the dynamic leadership
of General Manager HK Das, Zonal Head Bhubaneswar
successfully organised a Cheque Presentation Ceremony at
the OSAP 6 Battalion Campus, Odisha for the settlement of
a staff accidental death claim. The settlement included 40  §
lakhs under the Union Super Salary Account for Government
Employees along with ¥12.5 lakhs towards a Personal :

Loan, making the total claim settlement ¥52.5 lakhs. The cheque was handed over to Malati Hembram, wife

of the deceased staff member Late Budharam Hembram. Speaking on the occasion, GM HK Das, Zonal Head
Bhubaneswar elaborated on the exclusive benefits of the Customised Salary Account under Union Bank’s tie-up
with OSAP and highlighted the wide range of retail loan products available for government employees. The
Commandant of OSAP, SN Mallick, expressed his appreciation for the Bank’s prompt services and lauded the
initiative. Senior OSAP officials including Assistant Commandant M Sai were also present. The programme was
held under the guidance of Regional Head, Union bank of India, Regional Office Cuttack -Bibekananda Sarangi,
and Leap Head Mrityunjay Kumar, and was meticulously arranged by BM Chauliaganj, and Navanita Sen.

RARE
EARTH

REUTERS

Faridabad, Sept 9: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping have
discussed ways to improve
trade, and Beijing has agreed
to lift curbs on magnet exports
but has not given a timeline.

Against this backdrop, Ster-
ling and several other firms
are expediting work on alter-
nate technologies that elimi-
nate magnets or use ferrite or
"light" rare earths, materials
for which there is no depen-
dence on China.

China controls more than
90 per cent of the world's ra-
re-earths processing capacity,
giving it diplomatic clout and
dominance over the supply
chain, as the global pivot to
EVs intensifies demand for
the group of 17 elements vital
to consumer electronics, EV
batteries, and motor magnets.

India has the world's
fifth-largest rare earth reserves,
but lacks the ability to process
them into magnets.

To address this, the govern-
ment plans to offer incentives
for mining and processing,
while also seeking to collabo-
rate with Japanese and South
Korean companies to produce
magnets.

CUT RARE EARTH DEPENDENCE

BMW and Nissan are already
building EV motors that do not
rely on rare earths.

However, the technology is
yet to see widespread adoption
as matching the compact size,
light weight and performance of
magnet-based motors remains
a challenge. Rigorous testing
requirements have further de-
terred many automakers.

But that appears to be chang-
ing amid concerns about China
using rare earths as a political

tool. In 2010, Beijing briefly
stopped shipments to Japan
after a diplomatic dispute.

In Faridabad, Sterling has
hooked up one motor to the
back wheel of a stationary mo-
torcycle in its lab and mount-
ed another on a dynamometer
to measure torque and power
output, while various screens
capture performance data.

These high-density re-
luctance motors use tightly
wound metal coils, instead of
rare-earth magnets, to gener-
ate magnetic force and power.

The technology belongs to
Britain's Advanced Electric Ma-
chines, which in June signed a
licensing deal with Sterling, en-
abling the Indian company to
build the motors domestically.

m  [ndia races to cut reliance on
Chinese rare earth magnets

B China resumes some rare earth
exports to US, Europe, not India

m  Part maker Sterling fast-tracks
magnet-free motor production

m [ndia's Sona Comstar has plans
to make magnets domestically

'SCRAMBLING FOR LOCAL
SOLUTIONS'

In Japan, scientist Masato
Sagawa, who invented a mag-
net using rare earth element
neodymium in the 1980s, is ad-
vocating for rare-earth free al-
ternatives, saying they would
be cheaper.

In India, start-up Chara Tech-
nologies has spent five years
refining its magnet-free motor
technology to match and exceed
the performance of existing

SAT seeks SEBI
explanation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 9: The Securities
Appellate Tribunal (SAT) Tues-
day asked Security Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) to explain
the reasons for not sharing doc-
uments with Jane Street in the
next three weeks and kept the
hedge fund's appeal against the
markets regulator for hearing
November 18.

At the maiden hearing of the
Jane Street appeal, SEBI counsel
told the tribunal that the regu-
lator has already given 10 GB of
data to the hedge fund, and add-
ed that the July order barring
the hedge fund is only an interim
one, with the final one pending.

The regulator alleged that
Jane Street is not sharing the
trading strategy adopted by it,
but is demanding internal circu-
lars. It can be noted that July 3,
SEBI had come out with an order
asking Jane Street to pay ill-got-
ten gains of over 4,800 crore
through alleged market manip-
ulation and had also barred the
entity from the capital markets.

Jane Street last week filed an
appeal against the interim order.

In the appeal, Jane Street al-
leges that sufficient information
and access to documents imper-
ative for putting up a defence
have been denied by SEBI and
claims that a recent inspection
by the board department had
concluded that there was no
manipulation. As per the Jane
Street lawyer, a total of 61 doc-
uments have been sought from
SEBI, which was countered as
a very large list by the regula-
tor. The counsel for Jane Street
informed the SAT that even
though paying off the amount
has helped lift the ban on the
hedge fund, it has yet to start
trading on Indian markets.

Sensex rises 314 pts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 9: Benchmark
Sensex rose by 314 points and
Nifty closed above 24,850 Tues-
day following a rebound in IT
and FMCG shares and hopes
of a rate cut by the US Federal
Reserve later this month.

Rising for the second day in
arow, the 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 314.02 points or 0.39
per cent to settle at 81,101.32.
During the day, it surged
394.07 points or 0.48 per cent to
81,181.37.

The 50-share NSE Nifty rose
by 95.45 points or 0.39 per cent
to 24,868.60.

Among Sensex firms, Info-
sys jumped 5.03 per cent after
India's second-largest IT ser-
vices company said its board
will consider a proposal for
buyback of equity shares on
September 11.

Tech Mahindra, Adani Ports,
HCL Tech, Tata Consultancy
Services, Sun Pharma, HUL,
ITC and Bajaj Finserv were also
among the gainers.

However, Trent, Eternal,
UltraTech Cement and NTPC
were among the laggards.

The BSE smallcap gauge
edged higher by 0.22 per cent
and midcap index went up by
0.20 per cent.

Quiet mission is unfoldmg in mining sector

motors, CEO Bhaktha Kesha-
vachar said.

While its motors are about 10
per cent to 15 per cent heavier,
the company is seeing demand
from customers in India and
Europe, he said.

Chara, which has built mo-
tors for two and three-wheelers,
will soon start production for
small cars under a metric tonne.

US based Conifer is returning
to long-used ferrite magnets in
motors which Indian founder
Ankit Somani says can deliver
10 per cent-30 per cent better
range than incumbent designs
with some innovation, and are
much cheaper.

The company's Pune factory
in western India is producing
hundreds of motors and will
hit its annual capacity of 70,000
units within two quarters, So-
mani said.

"Everybody's scrambling for
local solutions," he added.
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INDO-PAK ASIA CUP CLASH

urya, Salman ‘won’t

stop’ on-field aggression
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Dubai, Sept 9: India skipper
Suryakumar Yadav Tuesday
said his side will not hold back
on aggression in the high-volt-
age Asia Cup clash against
Pakistan September 14 as it is
an important aspect of playing
international sport.

His Pakistani counterpart
Salman Ali Agha had identi-

_cal views -- no instructions but

no shying away from it either.
Before the Pakistan game, In-
dia will open their campaign
against the UAE Wednesday.

“Temper? Sir, aggression is
always there on the field when
we take the field. And without
aggression, I don't think you
can play this sport. And I'm
sure, I'm very excited to take
the field on the front foot,”
Suryakumar replied when
asked whether players will be
told to dial down the intensity

_in the much-awaited Sunday

clash of the T20 event.

The Asia Cup match is being
held in the backdrop of border

SHORT TAKES

Postecoglou new
Nottingham coach

Nottingham: Ange Postecoglou is
back in management after taking
over as coach of Nottingham
Forest Tuesday. The Australian
was fired by Tottenham in June,
but has made swift return to the
Premier League — replacing Nuno
Espirito Santo at Forest. “We

are bringing a coach to the Club
who has a proven and consistent
record of winning trophies. His
experience of coaching teams at
the highest level, along with his
desire to build something special
with us at Forest, makes him a
fantastic person to help us on our
journey and achieve consistently
all our ambitions,’ said Forest
owner Evangelos Marinakis.
Postecoglou's appointment
concluded a frantic 24 hours at
Forest, with Nuno's departure
confirmed shortly past midnight
Tuesday, UK time. Within hours
Postecoglou emerged as the
favourite to take over and he was
confirmed in his new role that
afternoon.

Pakistan pacer
Shinwari retires

Karachi: Pakistan left-arm pacer
Usman Shinwari Tuesday announced
retirement from international
cricket, six years after he last played
for the national team. The 31-year-
old Shinwari, who has played just

34 matches for Pakistan across
formats between 2013 and 2019, will,
however, continue to play "league
cricket". He has played in one Test,
17 ODIs and 16 T20Is. "I have decided
to retire from international cricket.
As it has been an honor to represent
Pakistan, but now it's time to make
way for the next generation,"
Shinwari said on Instagram while
announcing retirement. "l will
continue playing league cricket to
stay connected with the game and
my fans, whose love and support
have meant everything to me."
"Thank you Usman Shinwari," read a
caption on PCB website.

tensions between India and
Pakistan after 26 tourists were
killed by terrorists in Pahalgam
earlier this year leading to mil-
itary action by India under Op-
eration Sindoor.

Salman held a similar view
on aggression but added that he
wouldn't be issuing any specific
instructions to his players.

“Well, you don't need to say
anything to any player. Be-
cause everyone is individual-
ly very different. If someone
wants to be aggressive on the
field, they are more than wel-
come to do that.

“When it comes to fast bowl-
ers, they are always aggres-
sive,” Salman said.

The captains' press confer-
ence and the trophy unveiling
ceremony was followed by a
question and answer session.
The emcee requested the media
to ask only apolitical questions.

In fact, Suryakumar and
Salman weren't even seated to-
gether as Afghanistan skipper
Rashid Khan took the place be-
tween them.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

The Indian skipper was also
asked if he would like to see a
change in his team's approach
and philosophy.

"Why are you needling me?"
he cheekily retorted.

"When you play a format
you need to know how good is
your preparation. Why mend
something that isn't broken? If
something has given us results
why would we need to change
that aspect separately?" he said.

There was the inevitable
question about who among San-
ju Samson and Jitesh Sharma
will make the cut in the playing
XI on Wednesday.

Like all other skippers,
Suryakumar also kept cards
close to his chest but did not let
go of his trademark cheeky hu-
mour while responding to the
query on Samson as the scribe
who threw the question at him
also hailed from the keeper-bat-
ter's native state Kerala.

"I will message you the whole
team sir," he laughed and then
in a slightly serious tone add-
ed: "We are taking good care of

him. Don't worry, we will take
the right decision tomorrow."

When quizzed on the pres-
sure of being title favourites, he
admitted that there is pressure
of coming good.

"Who said that? (favourites)
I haven't heard it. But you have
played in this format and you
know how your preparations
are. If your preparations are
good, then you will be very con-
fident when you take the field.
We are playing T20 as a team
after a long time."

For Salman, the challenge
is to prove that the team has
moved beyond Babar Azam
and Muhammad Rizwan -- the
two senior players who were
dropped.

"We are playing very good
cricket. I think for almost four
months, we have won three se-
ries out of four. So we are doing
very well as a team and at the
same time, we are very excited.

"A lot of the boys will play
Asia Cup for the first time but
they are ready for the chal-
lenge," he added.

SPORTS P12

Nikhat, Minakshi punch their way to quarters
WORLD BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Liverpool, Sept 9: Two-time
world champion Nikhat Za-
reen survived a gritty contest,
while debutant Minakshi im-
pressed on her maiden appear-
ance as both Indian boxers
stormed into the quarterfinals
of the World Boxing Champi-
onships Tuesday.

Competing in her first in-
ternational tournament since
the Paris Olympics, Nikhat en-
dured a scrappy women's 51kg
round of 16 contest to secure
a unanimous decision against
Japan's Yuna Nishinaka.

Minakshi, who received a
first-round bye, began her
campaign with a command-
ing 5-0 win against China's
Wang Qiuping in the 48kg
event, which is a non-Olym-
pic category.

Indian men's challenge,
however, continued to falter.
Lakshya Chahar (80kg) be-

came the seventh male pugi-
list to exit the competition,
losing his round-of-16 bout 0-3
to France's Yojerlin Cesar.

This followed Monday's tri-
ple blow when Sumit Kundu
(75kg), Sachin Siwach (60kg)
and Asian Games bronze med-
allist Narender Berwal (90+kg)
all bowed out in the pre-quar-
terfinals.

ASIA CUP 2025

Afghanistan kickstart campaign
with 94-run win over Hong Kong

AGENCIES

Abu Dhabi, Sept 9: Afghani-
stan beat Hong Kong by 94 runs
in the Asia Cup opener in Abu
Dhabi, Tuesday.

Afghanistan were superb
across departments in their
opening match of the Asia Cup
2025. Chasing 189 runs to win,
Hong Kong managed 94/9 runs
in 20 overs. Fazalhaq Farooqi,
Noor Ahmad and Gulbadin
Naib bowled well for Rashid

Khan’s team.

Earlier, the Afghans showed
their might in the batting de-
partment despite losing some
early wickets. Azmatullah
Omarzai was the best of the lot,
scoring 53 runs off 21 balls, with
the help of 5 sixes and 3 fours.

Sediqullah Atal, the opening
batter, remained unbeaten on
a score of 73 runs off 52 deliv-
eries. He smashed 6 fours and
3 sixes as Afghanistan posted
188/6 in 20 overs.

earned his main draw berth

SATWIK-CHIRAG, KIRAN ADVANCE

Hong Kong, Sept 9: India’s
top men's doubles pair Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty began their Hong Kong
Open Super 500 campaign on a
winning note Tuesday, while
Kiran George fought his way
through qualifying to make
the main draw of men’s singles
competition here.

Satwik and Chirag, who
recently bagged their second
bronze medal at the World Cham-
pionships in Paris, overcame
Taiwan's Chiu Hsiang Chieh and
Wang Chi-Lin 21-13, 1821, 21-10 in
their opening round.

The former world No.1 com-
bination looked sharp in the
opener, allowed their rivals to
force a decider, but reasserted
control in the third with their

trademark net domination and
powerful smashes.
The eighth seeds will meet

the winners of the match be-
tween Japan's Kenya Mitsu-
hashi/Hiroki Okamura and

Thailand's Peeratchai Suk-
phun/Pakkapon Teeraratsakul.
In men's singles, Kiran

with back-to-back wins in the
qualifiers.

He first dispatched Malay-
sia's Cheam June Wei 21-14, 21-
13 and then beat compatriot S
Sankar Muthusamy Subrama-
nian 21-18, 21-14. Sankar had
earlier outplayed England's
Wang Yue Hang 21-10, 21-5 in
the opening round.

World No. 38 Kiran will face
Singapore's Jia Heng Jason
Teh next. Tharun Mannepalli
produced the biggest shock of
the day, sending former world
No.1 Kidambi Srikanth packing
28-26, 21-13 in the first round of
qualifying.

The 20-year-old, however,
could not sustain the momen-
tum and went down 21-23, 13-21,
18-21 to Malaysia's fourth seed
Justin Hoh in his next match.

Nishinaka troubled Nikhat
with constant clinching and
was docked two points for
excessive holding. Both
boxers started aggressively,
surging forward with intent.
Nikhat did just enough to
hold her advantage, grind-
ing out the victory to stay
on course for a third World
championships medal.

2026 T20 WC likely
from Feb 7 to Mar 8

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 9: The 2026
T20 World Cup is likely to be
played from February 7 to
March 8 with matches spread
across at least five venues in
India and two in Sri Lanka.

The final is set to held in
Ahmedabad or Colombo, de-
pending on where Pakistan fin-
ish in the competition. Pakistan
will play all their games in Sri
Lanka as part of the agreement
reached with the ICC and BCCI.

The ICC has identified the
window and conveyed it to
member boards, though the full
schedule is yet to be finalised,
reported ESPNCricinfo.

The format will be the same
as the 2024 T20 World Cup in
the West Indies and the USA,
where the 20 teams were divid-
ed into four groups of five each,
followed by a Super Eight stage
and the semifinals.

Italy have secured their
maiden berth as 15 teams --
defending champions India,
Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Aus-
tralia, Bangladesh, England,
South Africa, USA, West In-
dies, New Zealand, Pakistan,
Ireland, Canada, Netherlands
-- have been confirmed for the
ICC event.

Two more teams will come
from the Africa qualifiers and
three from the Asia and East
Asia Pacific qualifiers.

More games left in us:
Hazlewood on pace trio

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sydney, Sept 9: Australian quick
Josh Hazlewood has rejected spec-
ulation that the upcoming Ashes
series could be the last time that the
fearsome pace trio comprising him,
Pat Cummins, and Mitchell Starc is
seen in action together, saying "ev-
eryone still loves" Test cricket to be
around for at least two more years.

The three are in their mid-30s
and with Cummins dealing with
a lumbar bone stress injury,
and Starc taking international
retirement from T20s, there is a
feeling the end of an era is not
too far. Hazlewood, who has
also grappled with injuries of
late, said none of the three is
thinking about retiring from
the game.

"I think we've still got a few
more games left in us yet," Ha-
zlewood told SEN Radio.

Extreme heat a rising threat to 2026 FIFA WC venues

The upcoming FIFA

World Cup could
be North America's
last without urgent
climate adaptation

o«

REUTERS

London, Sept 9: The 2026
World Cup could be North
America's last without urgent
climate adaptation, according
to anew study highlighting ex-
treme weather threats.

The "Pitches in Peril" report
found that 10 of the 16 venues
are at very high risk of expe-
riencing extreme heat stress
conditions.

By 2050, nearly 90% of North
America's host stadiums will
require adaptation to extreme
heat while one third will face
water demand equalling or ex-

ceeding supply.

The report also highlighted
risks to 2030 and 2034 World
Cup venues and examined the
impact of a warming climate on
grassroots soccer pitches once
used by 18 iconic players.

“As someone from Spain, I
can't ignore the climate crisis,”
said Spain's World Cup-winner
Juan Mata, referencing last
year's devastating Valencia
floods.

“Football has always
brought people together, but
now it's also a reminder of
what we stand to lose.”

This year's Club World
Cup in the US. offered a
troubling preview, with
conditions described as im-
possible by players.

The tournament saw extreme
heat and thunderstorms force
world soccer's governing body
FIFA to adapt protocols -- add-
ing cooling and water breaks,

shaded benches and air fans.

According to the report, 14
of the 16 World Cup stadiums
in the U.S., Canada and Mexico
exceeded safe-play thresholds
in 2025 for at least three ma-
jor climate hazards - extreme
heat, unplayable rainfall and
flooding.

Thirteen already experience
at least one day each summer
exceeding FIFA's threshold for
drinks breaks of 32°C Wet-Bulb
Globe Temperature (WGBT) -
an internationally recognised
index used to measure human
heat stress in direct sunlight.

Temperatures in Atlan-
ta, Dallas, Houston, Kansas
City, Miami and Monterrey
exceeded that mark for two
months or more.

Ten experience at least one
day each summer with a WB-
GT of 35 degrees - identified by
climate scientists as the limit of
human adaptability to extreme

-

heat, with Dallas (31 days) and
Houston (51) worst hit.
While Dallas and Houston

(.:' , --f’: |

h e
U] a ‘.i;

stadiums will mitigate heat
with roofs, climate risks extend
beyond elite venues.

The report says forward Mo
Salah's Egyptian home ground
could face more than a month
of unplayable heat annually,
while Nigeria captain William
Troost-Ekong's childhood pitch
could see 338 days of extreme
heat by 2050.

"As we move further into
the decade, risks will contin-
ue growing unless we take
drastic measures, such as
moving competitions to win-
ter months or cooler regions,"
said Piers Forster, director of
the Priestley Centre for Cli-
mate Futures in Leeds.

The 96-page report urges the
soccer industry to commit to
net-zero by 2040 and publish
credible decarbonisation plans
and calls on tournament organ-
isers to create adaptation funds.

It also said 91% of 3,600 fans
polled across the three hosts
want the 2026 World Cup to be
a sustainability role model.
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