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Mumbai: In a recent interview, actress 
Nargis Fakhri opened up about her ap-
proach to food, fi tness, and health amidst 
the unpredictable demands of her career. She 
addressed common misconceptions around 
dieting, stressing that it’s not just about los-
ing weight but about mindful choices. “A lot 
of people think, ‘I’m on a diet because I want 
to lose weight.’ But there is nothing you can 
do to lose weight except count your calories. 
It’s simple math,” she explained.

Nargis highlighted the importance of 
nutrient-dense foods, warning against con-
suming empty calories. “You can eat one 
piece of chocolate cake a day and still lose 
weight if it fi ts your calories, but then your 
skin, hair and energy levels will suffer.”

Interestingly, she hasn’t eaten fruits since 
2016, saying, “Fruit is nature’s candy…I 
never felt like going back,” though she still 
recommends fruits like strawberries and ba-
nanas as healthier alternatives to processed 
sweets.

She is also learning about fats, incorporat-
ing ghee, butter, coconut, sesame, and olive 
oils into her diet. Once a coffee lover, Nargis 
now prefers tea, especially chai, having two 
cups each morning. She admitted that fi lm 
shoots disrupt her routines, sometimes lead-
ing to unhealthy choices like drinking Coca-
Cola. Her philosophy centers 
on bal- ance, self-aware-
ness, and experi-

mentation.
AGENCIES

Today, you may not fi nd 
the courage to say no even 
when you disagree with people, predicts 
Ganesha. Important decisions may see 
procrastination due to lack of necessary 
inputs. A few long-standing deals will end 
on a happy note by evening, says Ganesha.

It is quite likely that you will 
pay attention to cultural 
and social activities today, 
predicts Ganesha. There may be new 
business proposals in the afternoon. You 
will consider investing your money in 
mutual funds or life insurance policies. 
You may also open a post offi ce account 
or fi xed deposit.

There are rough patches 
that all families must deal 
with. Ganesha says there 
are chances that today, you may disagree 
with your siblings and other members of 
the family. Money and property will be 
your key areas of concern. At work too, 
you may fi nd yourself besotted with a 
confrontational attitude towards peers. 

Be the crab who wants to get 
out of the basket, and make 
bold, brave moves at work, especially in 
the way you do your work. Also, contrib-
ute with brilliant, refreshing ideas. But 
you shall, in all probability, remain at sea 
in the afternoon. But don’t despair, take 
a break from work and recharge those 
batteries, says Ganesha.

You are all set to put on your 
trekking shoes as you gear 
up for an adventure trip. At 
work, your calibre and intelligence are 
highly commendable. And that's the 
reason you are in the limelight, predicts 
Ganesha. This may boost up your confi -
dence, raising your bar.

You are bitten by the travel 
bug as you pack your bags 
and are off for business 
or leisure trip. You are over-protective 
when it comes to family members. This 
is where you score a point. Spend the 
evening in the company of people who 
matter to you.

Quite unlike you, but you will 
not be impulsive in making 
decisions today. Reason? 
Shaking off clouds of imagination, you 
will be more realistic in your approach to 
everyday dealings, says Ganesha. Your 
moves will be guided by common sense 
and practicality, and you will be optimis-
tic about your future. 

While others may fi nd it con-
fusing to turn their dreams 
into reality, you can easily 
put your plans into action. You will 
learn to see the brighter side of life 
and accept things as they are. Inner 
peace and self-satisfaction, unusual 
feelings for many, but your new found 
spiritual approach will enable you to 
experience those emotions. 

Your time today will be 
carved between dealing with 
the diverse challenges that your 
profession will conjure up, and in caring for 
your family members. However, you ought 
to come out of your worries at the end of the 
day smelling like a rose, says Ganesha.

Ganesha says today your 
children will make you 
happy by imparting good news to you 
and you will be able to spend a nice and 
happy time with them. This is a good day 
for you in money matters as you may get 
a salary rise or even gain an inheritance 
from relatives. Your interests in the fi ner 
arts will be appreciated. 

It's time to meet friends, 
family members, neigh-
bours, acquaintances, and people in gen-
eral. Now that you are meeting so many 
people, you will also pay a visit to the 
Almighty. So a visit to a nearby temple, 
mosque, church or any other religious 
place is likely. 

Be careful, you may break 
a few hearts today! Other-
wise, your love life is steady 
and you may now feel ready to commit 
to your beloved. If married, your relation-
ship takes on a deeper hue and a strong 
binding attachment.
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DICAPRIO ON HOW HE LANDS 
ROLES WITH TOP DIRECTORS

OLIVIA COLMAN REVEALS 
WHY SHE AVOIDS THEATRE

Leonardo DiCaprio, set to work with Paul 
Thomas Anderson for the fi rst time in One 
Battle After Another, shared how he lands 
roles with top directors like Martin Scorsese 
and Quentin Tarantino. He credits “luck” and 
persistence, explaining he simply lets them 
know he’s ready when the time is right.

English actress Olivia Colman, celebrated 
for roles in The Crown, The Favourite, and 
Wonka, recently revealed she’s “terrible” 
at theatre and actually hates performing 
on stage. Her admission surprised fans, as 
despite her acclaimed screen work, she fi nds 
theatre challenging and unenjoyable, admit-
ting it’s a type of acting she struggles with.
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW
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Bhubaneswar: 
After garnering 
rave reviews 
at the Kolkata 
International 
Film Festival 
and the Mel-
bourne Film 
Festival, the 
Odia movie 
Lahari is 
now set for 
a theatric-
al release  
Friday. 
A special 

premiere will be held at 
Cinepolis here to mark 

the occasion. The movie 
focuses on rural life, cul-

tural traditions, tourism 
development, and the 
importance of staying 
connected to one's roots. 
It also explores father-son 
relationships.

Directed by the mul-
tiple-award-winning 
director Amartya Bha-
ttacharyya and produced 
by Jhilik Bhattacharjee 
under Jhilik Motion 
Pictures, Lahari stars 
Choudhury Jayaprakash 
Das, Choudhury Bikash 
Das, Smruti Mahala, Di-

panwita Das Mahapatra, 
Susant Mishra, Hara 
Rath, Prasenjit, Swastik 
Choudhury, and Jane Dw-
yer in key roles.

Popular actor Devasis 
Patra plays a guest role, 
while top star Babushan 
Mohanty makes a cameo 
appearance in the movie.

Kishalay Roy has 
scored the music, 
with vocals by 
Gaurav Anand and 
Navya Jayati.
 PNN

Mumbai: Tamannaah Bha-
tia, celebrated for her versa-
tile roles and strong screen 
presence, recently marked 
20 years in the Indian fi lm in-
dustry. She has earned admi-
ration for her performances 
in major fi lms like Baahub-
ali: The Beginning (2015), 
Baahubali 2: The Conclusion
(2017), Jailer (2023), and Stree 
2 (2024). While often seen as a 
glamorous star, Tamannaah 
describes her journey as one 
shaped by perseverance, 
challenges, and personal 
growth.

In a candid interview, she 
shared how landing roles 
depends not on likability 
but on the value one brings 
to a project. “People give 
you work because you 
bring something to 
the table,” she 
explained, em-
phasising the 
importance 
of express-
ing ideas 
that enhance 
the story.

Tamannaah 
also discussed 
navigating power 
dynamics, especially 
with male-dominated 
decision-makers. Rath-
er than being intimidated, 
she visualised them in out-
fi ts they couldn’t carry off, 
which helped her reclaim 
confi dence and recognise 
her worth.

She attributes 
her success to 

having clar-
ity, pur-
pose, 
and 

self-belief. Tamannaah’s 
approach has not only 
helped her survive but 
thrive in a competitive 
industry.

She’s now set to re-
turn with her new web 
series Do You Wanna 
Partner, co-starring 
Diana Penty, pre-
miered today on 
Amazon Prime Vid-
eo, as she continues 
to inspire with her 
resilience and 
passion.
AGENCIES

Tamannaah bares 
industry realities

Nargis 
gets candid

Mumbai: Bollywood actress and fi tness 
enthusiast Taapsee Pannu gave a glimpse 
of her aerial yoga practice with a dollop of 
humour.

Taapsee took to her Instagram Stories to 
share a series of pictures and videos, cap-
turing different stages of her workout with 
aerial silks. In the fi rst picture, as she began 
the exercise, the actress wrote: “We start 
well.” The next image showed her holding 
the pose as she captioned it: “Still there.”

The third frame featured the 38-year-old 
actress suspended mid-air with the help of 
aerial silks, where she jokingly captioned: 
“Trying to straighten up.”

She then shared a video of herself at-
tempting to wrap up the sequence and hil-
ariously said: “Tried to fi nish in style but… 
with the most ungraceful exit.”

Finally, Taapsee ended on a high note 
with a picture of herself comfortably seat-
ed on the silks, and captioned it: “But still 
sitting like a boss.”

Talking about acting, Taapsee was last 
seen in Khel Khel Mein, a 2024 comedy 
drama fi lm directed by Mudassar Aziz. 
Based on the 2016 Italian fi lm Perfect Stran-
gers, the fi lm stars Akshay Kumar, Taapsee 
Pannu, Vaani Kapoor, Ammy Virk, Aditya 
Seal, Pragya Jaiswal and 
Fardeen Khan. She 
has com- pleted 
fi lming for her 
upcom- ing 
movie Gan-
dhari.
IANS

Taapsee’s aerial 
yoga on display

Acclaimed Odia fi lm Lahari to release today



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 11: Call-
ing itself the ‘custodian of 
the Constitution’, the Su-
preme Court (SC) Thursday 
asked if it could ‘sit idle’ if a 
constitutional functionary 
like Governor failed to dis-
charge duties as it reserved 
the verdict on the presiden-
tial reference on grant of 
assent to Bills.

In the marathon hear-
ings spanning 10 days, a 
Constitution bench headed 
by Chief Justice BR Gavai 
heard legal luminaries in-
cluding Attorney General 
R Venkataramani, Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta 
and senior advocates Ka-
pil Sibal, Abhishek Sing-
hvi, Gopal Subramanium, 
Arvind Datar and others on 
the presidential reference 
which centered around Ar-
ticle 200 and 201 and the key 
issue whether constitutional 
court can impose timelines 
for Governors and President 
to assent to Bills.

On the last day, the bench, 
also comprising Justices 
Surya Kant, Vikram Nath, 

PS Narasimha and AS Chan-
durkar, interjected Mehta 
when he referred to the sepa-
ration of powers as one of the 
basic structures of the Con-
stitution and said the court 
should not fi x timelines and 
interfere with the discretion-
ary powers of Governors.

“Whosoever high one 
may be, as a custodian of 
the Constitution (refers to 
SC)... I have publicly said 
that I am a fi rm believer in 
the doctrine of separation of 
powers and though judicial 
activism has to be there, 
there should not be judicial 
terrorism or adventurism. 
But at the same time, if one 
wing of democracy fails to 
discharge its duty, is the 

custodian of the Constitu-
tion powerless and would 
sit idle?” the CJI asked.

Mehta said, “Not only the 
court, the executive is also a 
custodian of the fundamen-
tal rights of citizens…Legis-
lature is also custodian, all 
three organs.” He went on, 
“But, issuing mandamus to 
Governors with regard to 
the legislatively discretion-
ary functions of a coordinate 
constitutional functionary 
would violate the theory of 
separation of powers and 
this separation of power is 
a part of basic structure.”

Mehta said while Gover-
nors couldn’t sit perpetual-
ly over a Bill, it didn’t mean 
they lacked discretionary 

powers under Article 200 
and timelines could be 
fi xed for granting assent as 
a ‘straitjacket formula’.

He went on to outline 
Governors’ discretionary 
powers even in the case of 
promulgation of ordinance 
by the state government.

Assailing the submissions 
of Opposition-ruled states 
which stressed Governor 
ought to act on the aid and ad-
vice of the council of ministers 
only, Mehta asked, “Suppose a 
state legislature passes a Bill 
declaring it will no longer be a 
part of the Union of India, the 
Governor has no choice but 
to withhold assent.” He un-
derscored the constitutional 
discretion to Governors and 
President in certain contexts, 
though he said their actions 
were ordinarily guided by 
ministerial aid and advice.

Article 200, he said, pro-
vides Governor four options 
on Bills and contains im-
plied discretion, particular-
ly in situations where a Bill 
undermines constitutional 
values or carries national im-
plications. He said the term 
‘as soon as possible’ used in 

Article 200 cannot mean in-
defi nitely. He reiterated 90 
per cent of the Bills passed 
by state assemblies since 1970 
have received gubernatorial 
assent within a month where-
as assents were withheld by 
Governors only in 20 instanc-
es of the total 17,150 Bills.

Addressing the absence 
of express timelines in the 
constitutional text, Mehta 
said it refl ected ‘cautious 
choice of words’ rather than 
vacuum. He said there was 
no vacuum in the consti-
tutional scheme where the 
court should step in and fi x 
timelines for Governors.

The court would likely 
opine on the 14 questions 
referred to by the President, 
including whether constitu-
tional authorities could in-
defi nitely withhold assent to 
Bills and if courts could im-
pose mandatory timeframes.

In May, the President ex-
ercised powers under Article 
143(1) to know from the SC 
whether judicial orders could 
impose timelines for the exer-
cise of discretion by the Pres-
ident while dealing with Bills 
passed by state assemblies.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Raipur, Sept 11: Modem 
Balakrishna, a Central Com-
mittee Member (CCM) of the 
proscribed CPI(Maoist) and 
secretary of the Maoists’ Odi-
sha State Committee (OSC), 
was among the 10 Naxalites 
killed in an encounter with 
security personnel in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Gariaband Thurs-
day, a police offi cial said.

Balakrishna, also known 
by his aliases Manoj, Balan-
na, Ramachander and Bhas-
kar, had joined the move-
ment in early 1980s. He car-
ried a reward of Rs 1 crore on 
his head, the offi cial added.

Union Home Minister Am-
it Shah hailed the security 

forces for the achievement 
and said the complete elimi-
nation of Naxalism is certain 
before March 31 next year.

The gunfi ght broke out in 
the forest under Mainpur 

police limits when securi-
ty personnel were out on 
an anti-Naxalite operation, 
Raipur Range IGP Amresh 
Mishra said.

“Personnel belonging to 
STF (a unit of Chhattisgarh 
police), E-30 (a unit of the 
district police), CoBRA (an 
elite unit of the CRPF) and 
other state police units are 
involved in the operation. In-
termittent exchange of fi re is 
still underway,” the IGP said.

“Ten Naxalites have been 
gunned down so far. Further 
details are awaited as the op-
eration is still underway,” he 
added. With the latest action, 
241 Naxalites have been killed 
in separate encounters in Ch-
hattisgarh so far this year.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Do you really want to ban him 
from using the phone and 
social media? Don’t forget, 

he too is Gen X
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Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: 
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi Thursday said 
there is no shortage of fer-
tilisers in the state and di-
rected district Collectors to 
closely monitor its supply to 
farmers through PACS and 
LAMPCS.

The CM’s move came af-
ter reports poured in from 
across the state of farmers 
taking to the streets, alleg-
ing delays and shortages 
in fertiliser distribution, 
which they claim are ad-
versely impacting paddy 
cultivation.

Reviewing the fertiliser 
supply situation, at Lok Se-
va Bhawan here, Majhi as-
serted that there is no short-

age of fertilisers in Odisha.
Odisha requires a total of 

9,55,000 metric tonnes of fer-
tilisers for the 2025 Kharif 
season (by September 30), 
and this entire quantity has 
already been allocated by the 
Centre, according to a state-
ment issued by the CMO.

“Of the 11,66,733 metric 
tonnes of fertilisers current-
ly available with the state, 
9,85,967 metric tonnes have 
already been distributed or 
sold to farmers,” it said.

Despite the availability, 
the CM has instructed all 
district Collectors to ensure 
strict supervision of fer-
tiliser distribution through 
PACS and LAMPCS in their 
respective districts. The CM 
also asked the offi cers to 
take immediate action if any 
complaint is received about 
black marketing or hoard-
ing of fertilisers, it said.

The CM said instead of 
seizing fertilisers at inspec-
tion points, it should be 

shifted to the nearest PACS 
or LAMPCS and given to 
farmers. He asked the Agri-
culture department to supply 
different grades of fertilisers 
to PACS and LAMPCS based 
on local stock status and dis-
trict-wise requirements.

Majhi also urged Markfed 
offi cials to expedite the fer-
tiliser supply chain.

On the occasion, the CM 
highlighted the govern-
ment’s focus on crop diver-
sifi cation and integrated 
farming systems in every 
district. Among others, 
Deputy CM and Agricul-
ture Minister KV Singh 
Deo, Cooperation Minister 
Pradeep Bal Samanta, Chief 
Secretary Manoj Ahuja and 
Development Commissioner 
Anu Garg were present.

` AT ALL-TIME
LOW OF 88.35
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 11: The rupee 
slumped 24 paise and closed 
for the day at an all-time low of 
88.35 against the US dollar, as 
ongoing tariff issue between 
India and the US weighed 
heavily on the domestic cur-
rency’s vulnerability.

Forex traders said a recov-
ery in the US dollar ahead of 
the infl ation data and foreign 
fund outfl ows further dent-
ed investors’ sentiments. 
Traders noted that the rupee, 
which showed signs of minor 
recovery after US President 
Donald Trump gave positive 
signals about the India-US 
trade treaty, remains frag-
ile due to dollar demand and 
global factors.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange, the domestic unit 
opened at 88.11 and fell to its 
lowest-ever intraday level of 
88.49 against the US dollar. 
The domestic unit settled 
for the day at a record low 
of 88.35, registering a sharp 
decline of 24 paise over its 
previous close.

New Delhi: India Thursday 
urged its citizens to stay 
away from offers to join the 
Russian Army and demanded 
Moscow to end its practice of 
recruiting Indians as support 
staff into the Russian military. 
The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said it has taken 
up the matter with Russian 
authorities, both in Delhi and 
Moscow. New Delhi’s move 
came following reports that 
some Indians on student and 
business visas were forced into 
joining Russian military units 
deployed on the frontlines of 
the war in Ukraine. The MEA 
cautioned its Indian nationals 
to not take offers to join the 
Russian military in view of 
inherent ‘risks and dangers’ 
involved.  P6

REUTERS

London, Sept 11: It was 
a mild spring evening in 
the Russian city of Kras-
noyarsk, but Yekaterina 
Fatyanova was scrambling 
to pack winter clothes.

With just a few hours’ 
notice, the Siberian activist 
and part-time newspaper 
editor had been ordered to 
board a plane the next day 
and fl y 1,500km north, be-
yond the Arctic Circle, to 
serve a two-year punish-
ment for violating Russia’s 
war censorship laws.

Her destination: Norilsk, 
a grim, polluted city of 
175,000 people that was once 
a notorious outpost of Soviet 
dictator Josef Stalin’s Gulag 
network of prison camps.

Her sentence: forced la-
bour, a punishment that 

involves sending convicted 
offenders to work for compa-
nies or local municipalities 
instead of confi ning them 
to prison. “I feel physical-
ly ill remembering this,” 
Fatyanova said, recalling 
the sleepless night she spent 
before her departure.

She was about to join the 
growing ranks of convicts 
plugging gaps in Russia’s 
workforce at a time of chron-
ic labour shortages because 
of the war in Ukraine.

Forced labour sentences - 
prescribed for dozens of lesser 

offences like theft - rose fi ve-
fold between 2020 and 2023, 
according to Justice Minister 
Konstantin Chuychenko.

The government says 
forced labour, introduced in 
its current form in 2011, is a 
humane form of punishment 
that reduces reoffending, 
while enabling criminals to 
contribute to the economy 
and society.  On arrival in No-
rilsk, Fatyanova, 38, said she 
was ordered to catch a bus to 
the correctional centre and 
strip-searched. 

Her daily regime was set 

out in a printed timetable. 
Waking at 6am, convicts 
have 50 minutes to exer-
cise, wash, use the toilet, 
make their beds, clean their 
rooms, undergo an inspec-
tion and eat breakfast.

“Such a regime keeps you 
in constant psychological 
tension,” Fatyanova said.

Fatyanova shared visual 
evidence via Suvorova show-
ing that she works at a hos-
tel for employees of Russian 
mining giant Nornickel. The 
work is physically demand-
ing and includes cleaning 
dormitories, toilets, showers 
and staircases, she said.

Fatyanova said she feared 
for her health and safety, alleg-
ing that supervisors at the cor-
rectional centre singled her 
out for harassment because 
she was the only person there 
convicted of a political offence. 

NORMALCY RETURNS: People with their luggage wait at Kathmandu airport in Nepal, Thursday, as it reopened Wednesday night after 
being shut due to anti-government protests  PTI PHOTO

No fertiliser shortage in state: CM

Can we sit idle if Guv fails: SC
PREZ REFERENCE ON ASSENT TO BILL

Inside Russia’s system of convict labour
TICKET TO ARCTIC

Top Maoist among 10 killed

Modem Balakrishna was the 
secretary of Maoists’ Odisha 

State Committee and had joined 
the movement in early 1980s

‘Don’t recruit Indians 
for Russian military’

Constitution 
bench, headed by 
Chief Justice BR 
Gavai, reserves 
verdict following 
marathon hearings 
spanning 10 days



P2downtownFRIDAY | SEPTEMBER 12, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

36.2° 35.2°
26.0° 25.2°
77% 84%

TRACE Nil

FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky 
with possibility of 
moderate rain or 
Thunderstorm.

MARKET WATCH

GOLD    `108,863   `123

SILVER `126,000   `820

DOLLAR  88.49   0.30

EURO  103.50   0.18

SENSEX 81548.73   123.58

NIFTY     25005.50   32.40

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

By Virtue of  an 
Affi davit sworn before 
Executive Magistrate, 
Chatrapur, Ganjam, 
dated.- 04.09.2025, I L 
Ashriga resident of  
At.- Podameta, P.O.- 
Humma, P.S.- Rambha, 
Dist.- Ganjam declare 
that I have changed 
my name from L 
Ashiga to L Ashriga. 
Henceforth, I shall be 
known as L Ashriga 
for all purposes.                           
L Ashriga

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Thursday approved the ambi-
tious Mahanadi Riverfront De-
velopment Project, a fl agship 
initiative to transform river-
banks into vibrant cultural, 
tourism, and ecological hubs. 
The three-year project (2025–26 
to 2027–28) will be implement-
ed with an estimated outlay of 
`240 crore, fully funded by the 
state government through the 
Water Resources Development 
department.

Announcing the project, Ma-
jhi called Mahanadi the lifeline 
of Odisha, stating the initiative 
will revamp the riverfront as a 
hub for environmental, cultur-
al, and spiritual tourism, while 
boosting the state’s economic 
growth.

The development will be ex-
ecuted in two phases. The fi rst 
phase covers the Mahanadi riv-
erbank stretch from Mandalia 
to Chaurpur in Sambalpur and 
will feature jogging tracks, sel-
fi e points, open gyms, upgrad-
ed ghats, bathing and aarti 
ghats, theme plazas, shopping 
complexes, parks, parking fa-

cilities, and toilets. This phase 
will involve an investment of 
`160 crore.

The second phase will focus 
on Kuakhai and Kushabhadra 
rivers near Pandara in Bhu-
baneswar. 

Planned features include riv-
erbank ghats, fl oating jetties, 
scenic viewpoints along the 
ring road, lock gates, bridges, 
internal pedestrian pathways, 
cafeterias, parking facilities, 
and toilets. This phase will 
require an investment of `80 
crore. The project aims to offer 
social and cultural amenities 
to urban population, devel-

op infrastructure for water 
sports, amusement parks, sci-
ence parks, and herbal gardens, 
and prevent riverbank erosion 
through regulated construction. 
It also seeks to improve river 
water quality by diverting waste 
discharge, ensure water conser-
vation and drinking water sup-
plies to nearby areas during 
dry seasons, and revive sur-
rounding ecosystems through 
sustainable development.

The government hopes the 
project will boost urban infra-
structure, attract tourism, and 
reinforce the cultural identity 
of Odisha’s riverside towns.

CM approves `240-crore 
Mahanadi riverfront project

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: Circu-
lation of daily newspapers has 
registered a healthy growth 
of 2.77 per cent during Jan-
uary-June period of 2025, as 
compared to July-December 
period of the previous year, a 
release issued by the Audit Bu-
reau of Circulations (ABC) said 
Thursday.

The ABC has released the 
certifi ed circulation fi gures 
for the audit period January – 
June 2025. 

It said, “Daily newspapers 
have registered a healthy 
growth in circulation during 
this period. The average qual-
ifying sales of daily newspa-
pers stood at 2,97,44,148 cop-
ies, as compared to 2,89,41,876 
copies in the previous period 
(July – December 2024). This 
marks an increase of 2.77% 
(8,02,272 copies), reflecting a 
healthy upward trend for the 
print media industry.”

ABC Secretary General Adil 
Kasad said, “The latest fi gures 
emphasise that readers con-
tinue to trust newspapers 
for credible, verified, and in-
depth information.” The rise 
in circulation signals a strong 
performance for print, rein-
forcing its status as a pow-
erful medium for both news 
consumption and advertising 
engagement, he added.

DIET DRIVE: Deputy CM Pravati Parida speaks at the launch of ‘Healthy Diet Campaign’ organised jointly by Women & Child Development department 
and Unicef in Bhubaneswar, Thursday. The campaign will roll out across more than 74,000 Anganwadi centres. Parida urged the rural women to use 
homemade food and avoid junk food. She also mentioned incorporating various local, traditional foods available in the regions, such as millet, and green 
vegetables in the diet menu PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

ABC: 2.77% growth in 
circulation of dailies

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: Three 
days after Utkal University ad-
ministration along with Com-
missionerate Police, evicted 
non-students from the boys 
hostels, a similar crackdown 
took place at the staff quarters 
here Thursday, to vacate the 
quarters from illegal occupants. 

Four platoons of police, se-
nior offi cials and Vice-Chan-
cellor of the university were 
present on the spot during the 
eviction drive. 

The varsity administration 
issued notice to vacate the ille-
gally occupied quarters by 5pm 
Wednesday. However, some 

illegal occupants left the quar-
ters leaving their belongings 
inside while some vacated the 
quarters after police reached 
the campus. 

The university has around 
603 residential quarters while 
around 492 staffers are allotted 
with the accommodation facili-
ty. Besides, 118 quarters are ly-
ing vacant. Reports said 45 to 50 

quarters were illegally occupied. 
University VC Jagneshwar 

Dandapat said, “We have iden-
tifi ed around 50 quarters which 
have been occupied illegally. 
These quarters were not allot-
ted due to their dilapidated con-
dition. We will ensure phase-
wise eviction of all the illegal 
occupants from the campus.”

The illegal occupants have 

also alleged that they were 
working as cleaning workers, 
gardeners and sometimes are 
also engaged in other activi-
ties on the campus. They said 
they were staying in the quar-
ters after recommendation. 
“There are other residents 
who are staying in rent in 
the staff quarters but no ac-
tion was taken against them”, 
said an occupant.

In order to make the campus 
completely free from unau-
thorised occupancy, the uni-
versity officials said they 
are in talks with the Bhu-
baneswar Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC) to remove the 
slum from the campus.

CAMPUS CRACKDOWN-II

Illegal occupants evicted from Utkal staff quarters

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: Odis-
ha Police launched a state-wide 
crackdown on illegal narcot-
ics under Operation Prahaar, 
aimed at curbing the drug 
menace and making the state 
drug-free. The drive, initiat-
ed on government directives, 
involves coordinated action 
across all districts.

The week-long drive, held 
from September 1 to 7, led to 110 
cases being registered and 157 
arrests in drug-related offenses.

During the operation, police 

seized 4,808 kg of ganja in 72 
cases, arresting 93 people. In 
a major strike on synthetic 
drugs, 2,374 grams of brown 
sugar were seized in 27 cases, 
leading to 45 arrests.

Additionally, 3,052 bottles of 
cough syrup, often misused as 
narcotics, were seized, and 19 
people were arrested for illegal 
possession and transport.

Legal action under Section 
129 of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) has 
been initiated against 70 indi-
viduals, while three shops di-
rectly linked to the illegal drug 

trade were sealed.
A senior police offi cial said, 

“Operation Prahaar is a dedi-
cated effort to dismantle the 
network of illegal drug distri-
bution in Odisha. We are com-
mitted to protecting our youth 
and society from the harmful 
effects of narcotics.”

The operation underscores 
the state’s zero-tolerance policy 
towards drug abuse and traffi ck-
ing. Odisha Police have urged 
citizens to share information on 
drug peddling and assured that 
strict action will continue against 
offenders in the coming weeks.

Astrology seminar at SB Women’s College
CUTTACK: Marking fi ve years of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, 
a seminar on “Astrology in Odia Literature and Culture” was recently held 
at Shailabala Women’s Autonomous College. The PG department of Odia, 
in collaboration with the Akhil Bhartiya Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh 
(ABRSM) Odisha unit, organised the event. Scholars Dolagovinda Panda, Kamal 
Lochan Mohanty, and Harihar Sethy presented papers on the signifi cance of 
Astrology, Vastuvidya, and Palmistry in culture. Principal Jivanballav Jena 
presided over the seminar, while Associate Professor of Odia Chittaranjan 
Panda welcomed the guests. The event saw the participation of prominent 
educationists including Dinesh Patnaik, Narayan Mohanty, Sachindra Raul, 
Sibabrata Das, Biplab Kumar Guru, Biswamohan Jena, Saroj Kumar Das, 
Mihir Ranjan Kar, Kshirod Kumar Sahu, Jnana Bijayani Beura, Shrilekha 
Panda, and Archanamayee Panda, along with a large number of students.
Head of the Odia department Sanjita Mishra delivered the introductory 
address, and Bikash Kumar Moharana proposed the vote of thanks.

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: In 
a strong push towards clean 
and transparent governance, 
Chief Secretary Manoj Ahu-
ja has called for immediate 
strengthening of Vigilance 
administration with a focused 
shift towards preventive vigi-
lance. In a directive issued to 
all Additional Chief Secretar-
ies, Principal Secretaries, the 
Director General of Vigilance, 
Commissioner-cum-Secretar-
ies, RDCs, and District Collec-
tors, the Ahuja under-
scored the urgent need 
for systemic measures 
to curb corruption be-
fore it takes root.

Referring to recent 
cases unearthed by 
the Vigilance depart-
ment, Ahuja stated 
that punitive action 
alone is insuffi cient. 
“We must eliminate the root 
causes of corruption through a 
combination of administrative, 
legal, social, economic, and ed-
ucative steps,” he emphasised.

Referring to the recommen-
dations of Santhanam Com-
mittee, he urged departments 
to proactively identify vulner-
able areas and risks before they 
manifest. “Preventive vigilance 
is about fi xing the system—not 
just catching the wrongdoers 
after the incident,” he noted.

The Chief Secretary outlined 
key areas requiring attention, 
including procurement and 
contract management, human 
resource practices, public 
service delivery, and public 
works monitoring. He also 
highlighted the role of digital 
governance tools such as e-Ten-
dering, e-Procurement, and 
the Work Passbook system in 
reducing human discretion and 
promoting transparency.

Departments that have im-
plemented end-to-end online 
tendering systems have seen 
a marked reduction in com-
plaints, he noted. Similarly, the 
use of online transfer policies 
and staff rotation in sensitive 
positions has helped discourage 
corrupt practices in human re-

source management.
Ahuja also acknowledged the 

positive impact of initiatives 
like ‘Ama Shasan’, which al-
low citizens to directly pro-
vide feedback on government 
services. Tools such as WAMIS 
and the Work Passbook system 
offer real-time updates on pub-
lic works projects, empowering 
citizens and reducing opportu-
nities for manipulation.

He further stressed the im-
portance of reforms under the 
Ease of Doing Business and Jan 
Vishwas Bill, which simplify 

business regulations 
and decriminalise mi-
nor violations—thus 
reducing discretion and 
potential corruption in 
regulatory frameworks.

To operationalise 
preventive vigilance, 
Ahuja directed all 
heads of departments 
and District Collec-

tors to take the following steps 
immediately. Set up Internal 
Vigilance Committees to iden-
tify corruption-prone areas 
and draft both short- and long-
term action plans; accelerate 
adoption of technology-driven 
reforms, including DBT for 
fund transfers, e-Tendering, 
online HR systems, and project 
monitoring tools; implement 
transparent HR practices, such 
as online transfers, staff rota-
tion, and exclusion of offi cials 
with questionable integrity 
from sensitive roles; empower 
citizens by displaying service 
timelines under Odisha Right 
to Public Services Act (ORTPS) 
Act in public offi ces and using 
feedback systems to ensure ac-
countability; and foster a cul-
ture of zero tolerance towards 
corruption through regular 
reviews, open forums among 
senior offi cers, and structured 
feedback monitoring.

“These directives are to be 
communicated to all levels of 
government for immediate com-
pliance,” the Chief Secretary 
stated, adding that the ultimate 
goal is to establish a responsive, 
accountable, and corruption-free 
administration that works in the 
best interest of the people.

Chief Secy pitches for 
preventive vigilance

OPERATION PRAHAAR

Week-long crackdown nets huge drug haul

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: The 
state government has decided 
to establish a model ‘goshala’ 
(cow shelter) here to ensure 
the care and protection of stray 
cattle, Housing and Urban De-
velopment Minister Krush-
na Chandra Mahapatra said 
Thursday.

The ‘goshala’, to be set up at 
an estimated cost of `40 crore, 
will also be used for manufac-
turing medicines and other 
products from cow dung and 
urine, the minister said.

Bhubaneswar Municipal 

Corporation (BMC) has already 
identifi ed a place for the facili-
ty, he said.

“The goshsla will not only 
provide shelter to stray cattle 
but also serve as a production 
hub, where cow dung and urine 
will be processed to produce a 
variety of products, including 
medicines,” Mahapatra said.

He said stray cattle, includ-
ing bulls and oxen, will be 
transported from roads to the 
goshala. Mahapatra said Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi had announced opening of 
goshalas in six municipal areas.

The goshala in Jaleswar of 
Balasore district will be built 
at an estimated cost of  `7 crore, 
while around `5 crore will be 
spent to set up such facilities in 
fi ve other towns, the minister 
said. The move will help in pre-
venting accidents involving cat-
tle and commuters, he added.

`40cr ‘goshala’ for stray cattle in CityPatnaik lauds highest student 
retention during BJD regime
BHUBANESWAR: Leader of 
Opposition in Assembly Naveen 
Patnaik Thursday lauded the 
state’s achievement in recording 
the highest retention rate among 
students of four states enrolled 
under the Right to Education (RTE) 
Act during the previous BJD regime 
in 2023-24. The BJD president in a 
post on X Thursday said, “As per 
the Right to Education Retention 
Report published by Indus Action, 
Odisha has achieved an impressive 
score of 97 per cent with effective 
implementation strategy and 
dedication to ensure that children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds 
gain access to quality education 
and continue their academic 
journey.” Patnaik said under the 
BJD government’s 5T (Teamwork, 
Transparency, Technology, Time, 
and Transformation) initiative, the 
state has transformed about 7,000 
government schools to open new 
horizons for students.

Two-phase 
project to 
upgrade 

Sambalpur and 
Bhubaneswar 

with 
recreational, 

cultural, 
and tourism 

facilities

ABC releases 
certifi ed newspaper 

circulation 
fi gures for 

January–June 2025
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Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: The 
state government Thursday 
said 23 pilgrims and tour-
ists from the state, who were 
stranded in Nepal in the wake 
of violence, have been rescued 
and brought back to India 
through a special initiative.

A statement by the Director-
ate of Odisha Paribar under 
the department of Odia Lan-
guage, Literature and Culture, 
said 23 Odia pilgrims have 
been rescued from Nepal and 
brought back to India.

Within five hours of the 
incident coming to light, the 
Directorate of Odisha Parib-
ar contacted the office of the 
Chief Resident Commissioner 
of Odisha in New Delhi. The 
office, in turn, reached out to 
the Embassy of India in Kath-
mandu and the Ambassador of 
India through the Ministry 
of External Affairs, the state-
ment added.

Odia Language, Literature 
and Culture Minister Sury-
abanshi Suraj in a post on 

X said, “Due to the political 
instability in Nepal, 23 Odias 
who were stranded there have 
been brought back to India. 
Through the efforts of the Odi-
sha Paribar Directorate under 

the Odisha Government’s De-
partment of Odia Language, 
Literature, and Culture, and 
the Office of the Chief Resi-
dent Commissioner in New 
Delhi, all 23 Odia tourists 
have safely returned to our 
country.”

“Heartfelt thanks to the 
Ministry of External Affairs of 
the Government of India and 
the Indian Embassy in Kath-
mandu for their cooperation,” 
he added.

Raipahad residents reject 
Odisha power connection

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nandapur, Sept 11: Raipahad, 
a disputed village under Golur 
panchayat in Koraput district, 
has become the centre of fresh 
controversy after its residents 
reportedly rejected electricity 
connections from the state gov-
ernment and chose to continue 
receiving power from neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh.

The issue gained public at-
tention after Tata Power South-
ern Odisha Distribution Ltd. 
(TPSODL) posted on social me-
dia X that electrifi cation work 
in Raipahad had been complet-
ed under the Biju Gram Jyoti 
Yojana (BGJY) scheme. Accord-
ing to the power company, a 
transformer was installed and 
electric meters were set up in 
every household. However, vil-
lagers allegedly refused to use 
Odisha’s power supply since 
Andhra Pradesh had already 
electrifi ed the area.

This sparked a row, with 
the district administration 
and Nandapur block offi cials 
rejecting TPSODL’s claims. 
While TPSODL said a commit-
tee led by Nandapur Block De-
velopment Offi cer (BDO) Durga 
Prasad Dora had been formed 
to convince villagers to switch 
to Odisha’s grid, BDO Dora 
refuted this, stating no such 

committee existed and the com-
pany’s statement lacked factual 
accuracy.

Currently, each household 
in Raipahad reportedly has 
two electricity meters — one 
from Odisha and another from 
Andhra Pradesh. However, on-
ly Andhra’s supply is active. 
Despite the presence of trans-
formers and meters, Odisha’s 
connections remain inactive, 
deepening local frustrations and 
fuelling debates over the state 
government’s failure to assert 
control over border villages.

The issue was fi rst highlight-
ed in a vernacular newspaper 
April 26, 2025. Following this, 
TPSODL issued a clarifi cation 
September 10, defending its ac-
tions. But district authorities 
once again rejected the compa-
ny’s version.

The Raipahad controversy 
sheds light on the larger issue 
of Andhra Pradesh’s ongoing ef-
forts to strengthen its hold over 
Odisha’s border villages. Re-
ports suggest Andhra has been 
offering ration cards, Aadhaar, 
voter IDs, education, health-
care, and inclusion in state 
and Central welfare schemes 
to residents of at least eight 
panchayats in the Nandapur 
block — beyond the contested 
Kotia region.

In Raipahad specifi cally, 

villagers have received six 
houses under a Central hous-
ing scheme, electricity, clean 
drinking water, pensions, job 
cards, MGNREGA projects, 
and land titles under the Forest 
Rights Act — all from Andhra 
Pradesh. These sustained wel-
fare efforts have made the vil-
lagers feel more supported by 
Andhra than by their own state.

Although two rounds of talks 
were held between Odisha and 
Andhra Pradesh at Raipahad 
and the Chatua forest guest 
house, Andhra Pradesh report-
edly failed to provide evidence 
supporting its claim. Odisha, on 
the other hand, presented docu-
ments indicating Andhra’s en-
croachment nearly 2.5 km into 
its territory.

Villagers alleged that Odis-
ha’s promises of development 
made during those talks remain 
unfulfi lled even after near-
ly two years. While Andhra 
Pradesh has since withdrawn 
most of its welfare schemes in 
the area, it continues to supply 
free electricity — a key reason 
why villagers have refused to 
switch to Odisha’s power sup-
ply, which requires payment.

Local representatives say 
there was no offi cial dialogue 
with villagers about power con-
nections. Residents question 
why they should pay for Odi-
sha’s electricity when Andhra 
provides it free of charge. In-
tellectuals and activists have 
urged the Odisha government 
to act decisively and prioritise 
development in border areas 
like Raipahad.

BDO Dora has stated he will 
take up the matter with the 
Koraput Collector and TPSODL 
offi cials. The dispute continues 
to highlight deep-rooted admin-
istrative and political chal-
lenges in asserting Odisha’s 
authority over its vulnerable 
border regions.
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Paradip to get state’s fi rst mud crab hatchery
POST NEWS NETWORK

Paradip, Sept 11: Paradip is set 
to become home to Odisha’s fi rst 
mud crab hatchery, with the state 
government investing `2.31 crore 
in the project aimed at boosting 
aquaculture and supporting coastal 
livelihoods.

The hatchery, which will have 
a production capacity of 5 lakh 
seed units, will fulfi l a long-stand-
ing demand of fi shermen, Forest, 
Environment and Climate Change 
Minister Ganeshram Singh Khun-
tia said Wednesday.

He expressed optimism that the 
hatchery will reduce the depen-
dence of mud crab farmers on Ra-
jiv Gandhi Centre for Aquaculture 
(RGCA) in Chennai for seeds, im-
prove their fi nancial standing and 
make Odisha a hub of mud crab 
seed production.

Hatchery-produced mud crab 

seeds, known as crab instars or lar-
vae, are produced through artifi cial 
breeding techniques, a technology 
pioneered in India by RGCA.

A tripartite agreement will be 
fi nalised between the Forest, En-
vironment and Climate Change 
department’s ECRICC-GCF (for 
providing fi nancial support), the 
state Fisheries Directorate, and 
RGCA (for offering technical exper-
tise) to facilitate implementation of 
the initiative.

The ECRICC (Enhancing Climate 
Resilience of India’s Coastal Com-
munities) project is already sup-
porting coastal districts such as 
Puri, Ganjam, Balasore, and Ken-
drapara, an offi cial statement said.

Initiatives include sea grass and 
salt marsh restoration with IIT 
Bhubaneswar’s support, scientifi c 
mud crab farming with high re-
turns and export potential, seaweed 
cultivation support for 70 farmers, 

training for 28,201 farmers, and 
empowerment of 304 women as 
climate champions, it said.

The fi shermen in the coastal 
district earn their livelihood by 
catching mud crabs when the state 
imposes a three-month fi shing ban 
every year from April 15 to June 14 
to protect fi sh during the breeding 
period.

During the ban period, the fi sh-
ermen in Kendrapara and Jagats-
inghpur districts catch crabs in 
the nearby rivers and creeks, 
Kendrapara District Fishermen’s 
Association vice president Arjun 
Mandal said.

While the crab trade is a supple-
mentary income for fi shermen 
during the normal season, its val-
ue increases during the ban period, 
he said. Traders purchase crabs 
at the rate of `200 to `300 per kg 
from the fishermen during the 
peak season.

23 Odia tourists stuck in Nepal brought back

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, Sept 11: The state 
government will spend `36 
crore on redevelopment of 
Maa Majhighariani temple in 
Rayagada, with the project offi -
cially launched Friday through 
a groundbreaking ceremony on 
the shrine precincts.

Of the sanctioned `36 crore, 
`26 crore has already been re-
leased. The redevelopment will 
be carried out under the su-
pervision of the Works depart-
ment, with Kashi Kanchana Pvt 
Ltd Construction Company ex-
ecuting the project. Authorities 
have set a two-year target for 
completion.

As part of the redevelop-
ment, the temple complex 
will feature three approach 
roads, a guest house, an of-
fi ce building, a tonsure hall, 
a park, toilets, a rest house, 

and parking facilities. Ar-
rangements will also be made 
to ensure that devotees from 
within and outside the state 
can have darshan of the deity 
in an orderly manner.

The project further includes 
26 kiosks selling puja items and 
other essentials, while the sec-
ond fl oor of one building will 
house the temple trust commit-
tee offi ce. Another two-storey 
building will feature a tonsure 
centre on the ground fl oor, ac-
commodating up to 50 devotees 
at a time, and a big dining hall 
(Annabhoga Kendra) on the 
upper fl oor with a capacity of 
250 people.

Plans are also in place for 
construction of three main 
gates, restoration of an ancient 
temple on the premises, and a 
circumambulatory path. The 
design for the redevelopment 
has already been fi nalised.

DMF trust board meeting to 
be held after 33-month gap
Keonjhar/Hatadihi: After a gap of two years 
and nine months, the 12th trust board meeting 
will be held September 13 at the Darbar Hall in 
Keonjhar district, according to a letter issued by 
the District Mineral Foundation (DMF). In Letter 
No-2476/9, dated September 9, 2025, the DMF 
CEO informed various district departments to 
attend the meeting and submit proposals. The 
last trust board meeting was held November 
19, 2022. Since then, no new board had been 
constituted nor meetings conducted, despite 
Rule 4(4) of the Odisha DMF Rules, 2015, 
mandating that trust board meetings be held 
twice every fi nancial year. The delay has led 
to allegations of misuse, irregularities, and 
mismanagement of DMF funds, with the matter 
pending before the Orissa High Court. The 
name of Chief Minister and Sadar MLA Mohan 
Charan Majhi has found place in the list of 31 
members to the board. 

Sand mafi a snatches 
away seized tractor 
from mining offi cials
POST NEWS NETWORK

Nilagiri, Sept 11: In a brazen 
act of defi ance against the law 
enforcement agencies, sand 
smugglers Thursday snatched 
away a seized sand laden trac-
tor from the custody of mining 
offi cials and police after bran-
dishing sharp-edged weapons.

Sources said illegal sand 
mining from the Sone river in 
Nilagiri tehsil of Balasore dis-
trict is on the rise, with smug-
glers often escaping raids after 
receiving prior information, 
leaving offi cials empty-handed.

The incident occurred when 
Balasore’s junior mining of-
fi cer Samit Kumar Mani and 
Nilagiri’s junior mining offi cer 
Bhitendra Kumar Das formed 
a special team and raided Tin-
desh village close to the Sone 
river over a tip-off of illegal 
sand lifting Thursday. Police 
personnel accompanied them 
during the raid. They seized a 
tractor loaded with sand and 
started transporting it to Ayo-
dhya police outpost.

However, before they could 
secure the vehicle, about 25 
smugglers, including tractor 
owner Rajkumar Pradhan of 
Tindesh village, surrounded 
the offi cials near Pratappur 
Square. The group, riding more 
than 15 motorcycles, threatened 
the mining offi cials by bran-
dishing sharp-edged weapons at 
a constable on duty and forcibly 
took back the seized tractor.

Following the incident, the 
Nilagiri junior mining offi cer 
fi led a complaint at the local 
police station against the 
smugglers. 

Work begins for Majhighariani 
temple facelift in Rayagada

Youth critical after immolating 
self over family dispute
Berhampur: A 21-year-old youth sustained 
over 80 per cent burn injuries after allegedly 
attempting self-immolation in Berhampur town 
late Wednesday evening, coinciding with the 
observance of World Suicide Prevention Day, police 
said. The victim, identifi ed as Suraj Sahu, poured 
petrol on his body and set himself on fi re near 
Mentu Chhaka under Bada Bazar police station 
limits here, police said Thursday. Police said the 
victim and his father Laba Sahu operate a small 
hotel near Talamentu Chhak here. After closing 
the hotel around 8pm, his father went home, while 
Suraj stayed back for disposal of garbage. After 
some time, Suraj allegedly poured petrol over him 
and set himself on fi re, police added. Suraj was 
fi rst rushed to MKCG Medical College and Hospital 
here and then shifted to AIIMS Bhubaneswar where 
his condition remains critical.
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W ith the United States unhinged, China increasingly au-
thoritarian, and Russia in full Dr. Evil mode, the world 
desperately needs a good guy to believe in. There is only 

one candidate for the job: Europe. No other country or region is free, 
prosperous, endowed with the right values – and large enough to be 
an example to the world.

But it is not enough for good guys to be good. They also must be 
strong and determined. And that, I am afraid, is where Europe falls 
short. Right now, Europe looks anything but strong. It looks wimpy.

First came the so-called trade deal with the US. As my London School 
of Economics colleague Luis Garicano wrote, it was "not a deal, but 
a surrender." Europe made a number of concessions, including ac-
ceptance of 15% tariffs on its key exports, in exchange for nothing.

Then came the August 18 gathering of European leaders in the 
White House. If there is one art President Donald Trump practices to 
perfection, it is scene-setting. He sat in his big reclining chair, behind 
his big desk, while the leaders of Germany, France, Italy, Finland, 
Ukraine, and the United Kingdom, plus the president of the European 
Commission and the secretary-general of NATO, cowered on the other 
side like supplicants hoping to land a job on his old reality TV show 
The Apprentice. No picture could better convey the stark asymmetry 
in gall – and in real power.

But there is no reason why Europe is con-
demned to genufl ect before a rogue US pres-
ident. Europe has a much larger population 
than the US, and the combined GDP of the 
European Union, the UK, and other rich non-
EU countries, like Norway and Switzerland, 
comes close.

The truth is that Europe's weakness refl ects 
its own mistakes. Start with the biggest of 
them all: security. Garicano puts it well: "You 
cannot win a trade war against the army that 
protects you." Sixty years ago, French President 
Charles de Gaulle's fi xation on an independent 
European defense capability looked like Gallic 
obstinacy. Today, it looks visionary. Russia's 
aggression has revealed that Europe is naked 
without US security guarantees – which cannot 
be relied upon as long as Trump is president.

Europe is not doing enough to address its se-
curity defi cit. Granted, defense spending has 
been rising. Of 28 European NATO members, 20 
spent more than 2% of GDP on defense in 2024 
–an increase of 0.6 percentage points in just two 
years. But that is still a far cry from the 3.4% the 
US spends, and Poland's 4.7% projected for 2025.

Europe's defense procurement is also mad-
deningly fragmented, with each country trying 
to create jobs by buying weapons locally. The 
result is ineffi ciency and delays. The proposed 
European Defense Mechanism, which would 
include Britain and serve as a joint procure-
ment agency, is a much better way forward, as 
is the idea (at least for the short run) of buying 
from the US the weapons Ukraine and Eastern 
Europe need to be safe.

All of which leads to the question of how Eu-
rope can pay for its rearmament. The EU has 
not completed either a capital-markets union (to allow companies to 
borrow more cheaply across the continent) nor a banking union (to 
break the "doom loop" between banks and their national governments). 
Nor has it permanently created a class of bonds issued jointly by the 
EU on behalf of all its members. A pile of EU debt was issued under 
emergency powers during the COVID-19 pandemic, but it is not clear 
that this debt will be renewed when it matures, much less serve as 
the foundation for something bigger and more lasting.

That is a pity, because a joint eurobond would bring huge benefi ts 
to Europe. Not only does it make perfect economic sense to fi nance the 
continent's joint defense by issuing joint debt obligations. Eurobonds 
would also help turn the euro into a global safe asset, and the time is 
ripe for that change, too.

After all, thanks to Trump's antics, the dollar is looking more and 
more like an emerging-market currency, and investors everywhere are 
searching for an alternative. From an investor's point of view, bonds 
backed by the EU, and not subject to the political and economic ups 
and downs of individual countries, would be safer and more liquid. 
So, they would carry a lower interest rate, allowing Europe to save 
plenty of money.

But a global euro would also likely be a stronger euro, and that 
causes politicians from export-oriented economies like Germany and 
the Netherlands to hesitate. But maybe a stronger euro would be the 
perfect excuse to complete the other gargantuan unfi nished task: the 
single market.

The EU is supposed to be a fully unifi ed market for trade in all goods 
and services, but the truth is that many barriers remain. For every 100 
euros of value added in EU countries, only 20 euros of goods fl ow back 
and forth between them. For the US, the equivalent fi gure is 45 out of 
every 100 dollars. This costly fragmentation was a main theme of the 
weighty Draghi report on EU competitiveness, released in September 
2024 – and now gathering dust on a shelf in Brussels.

Europe's external wimpiness is the result of its internal wimpiness. 
For all of Europe's lofty claims to enlightenment, the continent's poli-
tics remain as petty and short-sighted as those of any local town hall. 
When former German Chancellor Angela Merkel vowed in 2012 that 
there would be no eurobond "as long as I live," she was not practicing 
far-sighted statesmanship, but simply trying to reassure local beer-
hall nativists.

And when, more recently, liberal-internationalist French President 
Emmanuel Macron did everything in his power to block the EU-Mer-
cosur trade deal, he was pandering to domestic farmers. If that is the 
leadership Europe gets from its most prominent fi gures, what can 
Europeans expect from the continent's lesser politicians?

With Trump threatening from one side, and Putin from the other, 
Europeans can no longer afford their leaders' passivity. The world's 
only remaining good guy needs to step up. Democrats everywhere 
are waiting.

The writer, a former fi nance minister of Chile, 
is Dean of the School of Public Policy at the London School of 

Economics and Political Science. 
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I
t is not uncommon to 
hear that foreign policy 
is about national inter-
ests, not moral prin-

ciples. Looking to the way 
Donald Trump has upended 
carefully nurtured global 
agreements – from trade to 
climate change – it should be 
clear that short termism, de-
fi ned in the narrowest possible 
way, is the staple of American 
foreign policy today. While 
Trump is blatant and often un-
sophisticated, the policy is not 
necessarily out of sync with 
American traditions. Noth-
ing makes this clearer than 
former US Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger’s remark in 
the 1970s: “America has no 
permanent friends or perma-
nent enemies, only interests.” 
Other administrations might 
speak in a different tone, but 
the effect of their actions has 
been no different. Consider 
Barack Obama, Nobel Peace 
Prize winner who killed more 
people in drone attacks on 
Afghanistan than any other 
President fi ring from mili-
tary drones. In his defi ning 
1939 book on international 
relations (‘The Twenty Years 
Crisis: 1919-1939’) EH Carr 
spoke of the political necessi-
ty of “cloaking interests in a 
guise of moral principles” – a 
century-old observation that 
remains an enduring insight 
into the operational realities 
of American foreign policy. 

In today’s context, given the 
suddenness of the removal of 
the cloak and the nakedness of 
American policy, the question 
is how does India respond? It 
is a positive sign that India 
has not caved in to American 
demands. These are demands 
that the nation cannot and 
must not meet, notably in 
terms of removing controls on 
agro and dairy imports, which 
the US has been pushing for a 
long time. The import of Rus-
sian crude by India has been 

on the list of grouses; it serves 
America to push India to open 
its markets even more. Now 
that India did not bend, and is 
hit with a 50% tariff – among 
the worst treatment of all na-
tions -- what are the lessons 
that stand out? Given the new 
and nasty threats emerging 
from the US that IT and other 
services will soon face tariffs, 
the question is urgent.

Further, as India takes on 
an important counterbalanc-
ing effort and works on newer 
alliances and relooks at part-
nerships, related questions on 
how the country manages the 
tightrope become even more 
important. The most signifi -
cant event was the very vis-
ible participation of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation (SCO) Summit at Tian-
jin on 1 September. Pictured 
with the Chinese President Xi 
Jinping and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, did not India 
send out an important mes-
sage to the US? Did not the US 
President react immediately, 
blowing hot and cold? First, 

he complained that India and 
Russia were lost to China and 
then stressed a special rela-
tionship between the US and 
India, welcomed immediately 
by Modi. But as Shashi Tha-
roor quite correctly asks: Can 
India forget Trump’s insults 
and tariffs? 

The fact that India stands 
punished despite all the cozy-
ing up to Trump should make 
it clear that overzealousness is 
never a good ticket and is even 
counterproductive, particular-
ly if it gets seen as desperation 
to be included in a given global 
order. This holds whether the 
tilt is toward one side or the 
other. India has already burnt 
its fi ngers being overenthusi-
astic on one side. 

To orchestrate and then 
over-read the signifi cance of 
events like ‘Namaste Trump’ 
or ‘Howdy Modi’, to over-em-
phasise what is being called 
personal chemistry, or to 
wholeheartedly align with 
the US, seen for example in 
the way India abstained from 
a UNGA resolution in June 
2025 calling for a ceasefi re 

in Gaza, have been a double 
whammy: they did not secure 
Indian interests and they did 
not make India stand on prin-
ciple – showing up as neither 
a realist nor an idealist. The 
losses weigh heavily on the 
Indian side. Incidentally, the 
entire SCO bloc of nations 
voted for the June resolution. 

The argument from some 
quarters that India will com-
mand global attention and 
will be courted because it is 
an economic powerhouse that 
will soon be the world’s third 
largest economy carries limit-
ed appeal. There is of course 
high interest in India, but 
with a sharp focus on how its 
market can be made available 
for Western businesses. On 
exports, India does not have a 
well-diversifi ed portfolio and 
is overly dependent on the 
US, enabling that country to 
squeeze and threaten as it has.

In all this, it is interesting 
that India has made use of 
Gandhi to build on the policy 
of “strategic autonomy” in 
response to Trump’s actions. 
An unnamed top government 
spokesperson has been quoted 
as explaining India’s reaction 
to Trump in these words: “We 
have followed the Gandhian 
Satyagraha model … You hit 
us, surely it hurts us … but 
we will not hit back. Nor will 
we do your bidding or sign on 
the dotted line.” This has the 
marks of reaching for a high 
moral ground, but Gandhian 
Satyagraha will demand much 
more from India. It will chal-
lenge India on aligning with 
Israel while it bleeds Gaza. 
And it will raise many other 
diffi cult questions that if fol-
lowed through will help India 
stand erect and tall in a world 
that still bows to Gandhi.

The writer is a journalist 
and faculty member 

at SPJIMR. Views 
are personal. ©THE BILLION PRESS
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Wimpy Europe 

SPECTRUM SUSTAINABILITY

Climate policy ignoring its best ally: Nature

Turmoil in France
Sir, France is witnessing renewed political unrest, with 
around 250 protesters arrested in nationwide demonstra-
tions against President Emmanuel Macron and Prime 
Minister Gabriel Attal over budget cuts and governance 
grievances. The protests turned violent as agitators shut 
down train services, broke barricades, and even set a 
bus ablaze, prompting the government to deploy nearly 
80,000 police personnel to restore order. This growing 
discontent refl ects deeper frustrations over economic 
austerity, cost of living, and perceptions of elitist gover-
nance. Unless the administration initiates meaningful di-
alogue, strengthens welfare measures, and ensures more 
transparent policymaking, such turbulence may persist, 
undermining France's political stability. For the Indian 
diaspora, which is deeply engaged in France's service, 
business, and academic sectors, prolonged unrest could 
mean disruptions in mobility, safety concerns, and limit-
ed economic opportunities. A timely resolution through 
reforms and consensus-building remains critical to safe-
guarding both domestic harmony and the well-being of 
immigrant communities.  RS Narula, PATIALA

There are two allied pow-
ers in man; knowledge 
and wisdom. Knowledge 
is so much of the truth 

seen in a distorted medium as 
the mind arrives at by groping, 
wisdom what the eye of divine 
vision sees in the spirit. 

 SRI AUROBINDO

A PRINCIPLED STAND 

W hen a record heat-
wave scorches Delhi 
or when rising seas 

swallow a village in Odisha, 
we count human losses: lives 
disrupted, homes destroyed, 
livelihoods ruined. However, 
we often overlook natural 
systems, such as forests, man-
groves, coral reefs, and even 
elephants and oysters, that 
could have mitigated the im-
pact. Climate policy treats na-
ture as an afterthought, when 
in reality, fl ora and fauna are 
our best defence.

Rising seas pose one of the 
most pressing threats of our 
century. In India alone, 170 
million people live along the 
coast. Yet policy conversa-
tions about sea-level rise usu-
ally stop at human displace-
ment and infrastructure loss. 
What’s missing is the ecolog-
ical crisis: mangrove forests 
are drowning, coral reefs are 
eroding, and biodiversity is 
vanishing. These losses are 
not secondary; they are cen-
tral to human survival.

Mangroves shield coastal 
villages from storm surges, fi l-
ter water, and trap carbon. Un-
like seawalls, which erode and 
require costly repairs, man-
groves adapt and grow with 
the changing tides. Coral reefs, 

built by tiny marine animals, 
act as natural breakwaters, 
dissipating wave energy and 
protecting shorelines. When 
they die, fi sheries collapse and 
coastal incomes vanish.

Heatwaves bring similar 
lessons. July 2023 was the 
hottest month ever recorded. 
Trees, our cheapest, most ef-
fective air conditioners, can 
cool cities, recharge ground-
water, and capture carbon all 
at once. Melbourne is doubling 
its tree canopy to fi ght rising 
temperatures. Africa is plant-
ing an 8,000-kilometre Great 
Green Wall to stop desertifi -
cation. These projects remind 
us that protecting plants and 
animals is not symbolic. It is a 
practical climate policy.

Flora and fauna are not 
passive victims of climate 
change; they are active al-
lies in our fight against it. 
Oysters and mussels build 
reefs that blunt waves. El-
ephants disperse seeds that 
regenerate forests. Birds 
and pollinators sustain ag-
riculture. When these key-
stone species vanish, entire 
ecosystems collapse, leaving 
humans more vulnerable.

What makes this neglect of 
ecology so dangerous is that 
solutions already exist. Invest-

ing in wetlands is cheaper and 
more sustainable than building 
endless dams. Restoring forests 
prevents fl oods, stabilises soils, 
and reduces the intensity of 
droughts. Expanding urban 
green cover not only cools over-
heated cities but also improves 
air quality and mental health. 
These “nature-based solutions” 
are not luxuries. They are 
among the most cost-effective 
climate policies governments 
can adopt, yet they remain 
sidelined in favour of short-
term engineering fi xes.

If mangroves disappeared 
worldwide, annual fl ood dam-
ages would soar by $82 billion. 
When forests fall, we don’t 
just lose trees; we risk water 
shortages, food insecurity, and 
mass migration. 

The false trade-off between 
conservation and develop-
ment has crippled policy 
thinking. Protecting biodiver-
sity is not charity; it is insur-
ance. Every dollar invested in 
ecosystem restoration pays 
dividends in reduced disaster 
losses, cleaner air and water, 
and stronger economies. Gov-
ernments would never leave 
their militaries underfunded 
in the face of rising threats. 
Why then do we starve the 
natural systems that defend 

us from climate disasters?
As researchers working in 

India’s coastal regions, we 
see daily how human and 
ecological crises blur to-
gether. Saline intrusion ru-
ins farmland, floods uproot 
families, and disappearing 
mangroves leave villages ex-
posed. Coastal communities 
know their safety is tied to 
the health of their environ-
ment. Policymakers must 
catch up to this reality.

From heatwaves to rising 
seas, the message is clear: 
nature is not optional. It is 
foundational. Climate policy 
that sidelines fl ora and fauna 
is doomed to fail. If we want 
true resilience, we must put 
ecosystems at the heart of ad-
aptation, not as a side project, 
but as national security.

Because when forests fall, 
when mangroves vanish, when 
biodiversity fades, it is not just 
nature that suffers. It is us.

Ansuman Das is a 
Department of Atomic 

Energy Fellow and 
Pranaya Kumar Swain is 

Associate Professor, School 
of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, National Institute 
of Science Education and 

Research (NISER). 

On exports, India does not have a 
well-diversifi ed portfolio and is overly 

dependent on the US, enabling that country 
to squeeze and threaten as it has

THERE IS OF 
COURSE HIGH 

INTEREST IN 
INDIA, BUT 

WITH A SHARP 
FOCUS ON HOW 

ITS MARKET 
CAN BE MADE 

AVAILABLE 
FOR WESTERN 

BUSINESSES 
With Trump 
threatening 

from one side, 
and Putin from 

the other, 
Europeans 

can no longer 
afford their 

leaders' 
passivity. The 

world's only 
remaining 
good guy 

needs to step 
up. Democrats 

everywhere 
are waiting

Jagdish Rattanani

Andrés Velasco

WHAT 
MAKES THIS 

NEGLECT 
OF ECOLOGY 

SO DANGEROUS 
IS THAT 

SOLUTIONS 
ALREADY 

EXIST 

Ansuman Das &
Pranaya Kumar Swain

WISDOM CORNER
Love does not claim possession, but gives freedom.   
 RABINDRANATH TAGORE

A fool thinks himself to be wise, but a wise man knows 
himself to be a fool.  WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

The worst enemy of truth and freedom in our society is the 
compact majority.  HENRIK IBSEN

Simplifi ed banking
Sir, The article, "Bank charges – A penalty on customers," 
Orissa POST, Sept. 11 made a useful reading. Until the end August, 
many bank customers across the country were facing unjustifi ed 
deductions, excessive fees and hidden penalties without any clear 
explanation from the banks. These charges, while seemingly minor 
at fi rst, can add up over time and severely impact fi nancial plan-
ning. However, in a relief to them, the Reserve Bank of India has 
announced new rules and guidelines, starting from September 1, 2025 
for savings bank accounts that will benefi t millions of account-hold-
ers across the country. These new rules cover key aspects such as 
minimum balance requirements, ATM transaction limits, and as-
sociated service charges. The changes are aimed at creating a fairer 
banking system, ensuring transparency, and encouraging digital 
transactions. For example, banks must clearly inform customers 
about the minimum balance condition and penalties, which cannot 
exceed a certain cap fi xed by the RBI now. Earlier banks had their 
own slabs for penalties which created confusion among customers. 
Thanks to the RBI, its new savings account rules are designed to 
create uniformity, transparency, and customer protection. It will 
also make banking simpler, customer-friendly and more cost-effec-
tive for account holders.  Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI

 FOREIGN POLICYFOCUS
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Sept 11: Offi cials at 
the Consulate General of Nepal 
in Kolkata, who spent sleepless 
nights after violence broke 
out back home three days ago, 
heaved a sigh of relief after 
communication lines reopened 
and the ban on internet and 
social networking sites was 
removed, helping them connect 
with families again.

The seven offi cials, who are 
currently posted in the Con-
sulate General offi ce on the 
National Library Avenue in 
the Alipore area of Kolkata, 
were hopeful that the situa-
tion would return to normalcy 
within a few days.

"That is a big relief for us 
after we spoke to our family 
members in Nepal. They are 
all safe. The protestors only 
targeted the corrupt leaders," 

a senior offi cial of the Consul-
ate General of Nepal told PTI.

"We were under terrible 
stress; we were unable to 
contact our family since com-
munication lines were down. 
Now, as things are slowly 

creeping back to normalcy, 
we could talk or text them," 
he said.

Another offi cial, who has 
spent fi ve years in the city, 
expressed hope that a stable 
government would be formed 

in his country.
"Things have improved 

much in the last 24 hours. We 
are hopeful that a temporary 
government will be there soon. 
Hopefully, a strong govern-
ment will be formed," he said.

Protests by youths, termed 
the Gen Z agitation, against a 
government ban on social me-
dia sites rocked Nepal on Mon-
day, with police's use of force 
leaving at least 19 people dead 
and over 300 injured.

Nepal plunged into a politi-
cal crisis as Prime Minister K 
P Sharma Oli resigned Tues-
day in the face of the protests, 
prompting the Nepal Army to 
take over the law and order 
situation. The agitations have 
since snowballed into defi ance 
of orders, loot, arson, rampant 
vandalism and attack on gov-
ernment institutions at a scale 
unseen.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kochi, Sept 11: The 
Cochin University of 
Science and Technology 
(CUSAT) has received an 
Indian patent for develop-
ment in energy harvesting 
technology. 

According to a CUSAT 
offi cial, the patent covers 
a triboelectric nanogen-
erator (TENG) based on 
a polydimethylsiloxane 
(PDMS), a composite that 
incorporates a graphene 
oxide–conducting poly-
mer nanohybrid.

The patent application 
was facilitated by the IPR 
Facilitation Cell at the In-
ter University Centre for 
IPR Studies (IUCIPRS), 
CUSAT, statement said. 

This breakthrough 
innovation is the result 
of research led by Hon-
ey John, Director of the 
Inter University Centre 
for Nanomaterials and 
Devices (IUCND) and 

Professor at the Depart-
ment of Polymer Science 
and Rubber Technology 
(PS&RT), CUSAT. 

The research team in-
cludes Divya Jose, former 
PhD scholar, PS&RT,  Sa-
ji Joseph K J, associate 
professor, International 
School of Photonics - ISP,  
Jelmy EJ, post-doctoral 
fellow, IUCND,  Vijoy K V 
former PhD scholar, ISP, 
and Manoj N Department 
of Applied Chemistry.  
The patented technol-
ogy introduces a novel 
material composition 
combining conducting 
polymer, graphene ox-
ide, and PDMS, enabling 
highly effi cient energy 
harvesting from ambient 
mechanical sources such 
as vibrations, wind, and 
human motion, a CUSAT 
offi cial said. 

This advancement is 
particularly signifi cant 
for powering nanoelec-
tronic devices by con-
verting otherwise wasted 
mechanical energy into 
usable electrical power. 

Applications of this tech-
nology include self-pow-
ered sensors, wearable 
electronics, smart textiles, 
health monitoring devices, 
and motion-sensing sys-
tems, making it a prom-
ising solution for sustain-
able and energy-effi cient 
innovations in the fi eld 
of fl exible electronics, the 
statement added.

Offi cials reconnect with families
NEPAL CRISIS

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, Sept 11: ‘Khola 
Hawa’, a socio-cultural or-
ganisation considered as a 
BJP think tank in West Ben-
gal, has decided to screen 
'The Bengal Files' in Kolkata 
September 13. 

Helmed by former Rajya 
Sabha MP Swapan Dasgup-
ta, the organisation will 
hold a special screening of 
the movie, which was re-
leased across the country 
September 5. The special 
screening of Vivek Agniho-
tri's film will take place at 4 
pm at Syama Prasad Mook-
erjee Bhasha Bhavan in the 
National Library in South 
Kolkata. 

The film will have a 
closed-door screening, with 
attendance by invitation 
only. The decision to screen 
the movie was taken after 

the film did not see a theat-
rical release in West Bengal.

Dasgupta announced in an 
X post Thursday. Sharing 
an invite for the screening, 
the BJP leader said, "AN-
NOUNCEMENT: Khola Ha-
wa is proud to present the 
first showing in Kolkata of 
the iconic film The Bengal 
Files."

It was also mentioned in 
the invitation that director 
Vivek Agnihotri and actor 
Pallavi Joshi will grace the 
occasion.

Only those who have an in-
vitation letter will be able to 
watch the film.

Following the announce-
ment, Trinamool Con-
gress spokesperson Arup 
Chakraborty said that the 
film has been released 
across the country, but peo-
ple are not watching it. 

“The director is crying. 

And the director had said a 
few days ago that Arindam 
Chatterjee is Rabindranath 
Tagore's brother. 

Later, they rectified the 
mistake and said it was not 
Chattopadhyay, but Arin-
dam Tagore. Bengalis are 
lucky, they did not call BJP 
leader Anurag Thakur the 
son of Rabindranath Tago-
re,” he said. 

However, BJP leader Sajal 
Ghosh expressed concern 
about whether the screening 
would take place at all. 

“The event to screen the 
movie has been announced. 
But there is doubt whether 
the police will allow the ex-
hibition. There is no law and 
order in the state. The movie 
was not allowed to be released 
in the state. Therefore, it is 
not clear whether it will be 
screened this time as well,” 
said the BJP leader.

SPECIAL SCREENING 
OF ‘THE BENGAL FILES’ 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kochi, Sept 11: The Eu-
ropean Union (EU) has 
approved 102 additional 
fi shery establishments for 
the export of India's ma-
rine products to EU mem-
ber countries, the Marine 
Products Export Develop-
ment Authority (MPEDA) 
announced Thursday. 

MPEDA considers it as 
a major development that 
would help the country's 
seafood sector make deep-
er inroads in European 
markets and help cushion 
the impact of US tariffs. 

“With this, the number 
of EU-approved Indian 
seafood export units has 
increased to 604--marking 
an enormous step forward 
in enhancing India's pres-
ence in the highly lucra-
tive European seafood 
market. This landmark 
achievement came after 
a string of parleys Com-
merce Minister Piyush 
Goyal and his senior min-
istry offi cials held with 
their EU counterparts, 
aimed at bolstering con-
fi dence in India's robust 
seafood control mecha-
nisms,” MPEDA said.

MPEDA and the Export 

Inspection Council (EIC) 
also played a crucial role 
in this deal through their 
sustained and coordinat-
ed efforts in strengthen-
ing food safety standards 
across the seafood value 
chain, offi cials said. 

The major markets 
for Indian marine prod-
ucts among EU mem-
ber states are Belgium, 
Spain, and Italy. The In-
dia–EFTA Trade Agree-
ment, coming into force 
October 1, 2025, is also 
expected to enhance 
market access to EFTA 
nations such as Norway 
and Switzerland.

According to MPEDA, 
India shipped 16,98,170 
metric tonnes of seafood 
worth Rs 62,408.45 crore 
($7.45 billion) during 2024-
25, with frozen shrimp 
sustaining its prominence 
as the top exported item 
in terms of quantity and 
value, amid the USA and 
China turning out to be 
the major importers of the 
country's seafood.

The EU is the third-larg-
est seafood export destina-
tion for India, accounting 
for 15.10 per cent of India's 
total exports. 

SHRIMP EXPORT

EU lists new 102
desi fi shery units

The patented 
technology 
introduces a novel 
material composition 
combining 
conducting polymer, 
graphene oxide, 
and PDMS, enabling 
highly effi cient 
energy harvesting

CUSAT receives energy 
harvesting patent



Residents in 
the temple 
vicinity 

should be reha-
bilitated with al-
ternative spaces, 
non-conforming 
structures around the shrines 
should be removed, and ade-
quate open spaces be created. 
Emergency services like ambu-
lances and fi re tenders must 
have unhindered access to the 
temple premises

AJIT PAWAR | MAHA DY CM

Grateful to 
@RailM-
inIndia 

for promptly 
replying to my 
request for train 
stoppages and 
offi cially approving new train 
stoppages at Goreswar, 
Gossaigaon Hat, and 
Chautara stations on an 
experimental basis

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM
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HC PROTECTS AISHWARYA
RAI’S PERSONALITY RIGHTS
The Delhi High Court has protected the 
personality rights of Bollywood actor 
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, barring online 
platforms from illegally using her name, 
images for commercial gain

Indian philosophy 
teaches us to hon-
our all who con-
tribute to our lives, 
society and nation
YOGI ADITYANATH  | 
UTTAR PRADESH CM

I con-
demn the 
Karnataka 

government's 
move to rename 
Shivajinagar 
metro station in 
Bengaluru after St Mary. Its an 
insult to Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS |  MAHARASHTRA CM

Mann discharged
from hospital
Chandigarh: Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
was discharged from 
Fortis Hospital in Mohali 
Thursday, days after he 
was hospitalised following 
exhaustion and low heart 
rate. “Mann was discharged 
from Fortis Hospital, Mohali 
today after being reviewed 
by a team of senior doctors. 
He is in good health and his 
vital parameters are stable,” 
the hospital said 
in a statement.

Woman stabbed to 
death by 2 helpers
Hyderabad: In a gruesome 
incident, a 50-year-old 
woman was tied up, hit 
with a pressure cooker and 
stabbed to death, allegedly 
by two helpers at her flat 
in a high-rise apartment 
complex in Kukatpally 
here.  Five teams have been 
formed to nab the suspects, 
police said Thursday. The 
incident occurred between 
3 pm to 4.30 pm Wednesday. 
The prime suspect, Harsha 
(21) is from Jharkhand 
and was employed at the 
woman's residence around 
11 days ago.

Quake hits
Kalaburagi 
Bangalore: An earthquake of 
2.3 magnitude was recorded 
in Kalaburagi district 
Thursday, the Karnataka 
State Natural Disaster 
Monitoring Centre (KSNDMC) 
said. According to a press 
release from KSNDMC, as 
per the Seismic Intensity 
Map, the tremor might be 
felt up to a radial distance of 
20-25 km from the epicentre, 
which was located 0.5 km 
southeast of Jawalga Village 
in Aloor, Aland taluk. 

Top court to hear 
Kangana’s plea today
New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court would September 12 
hear the plea of actor and 
BJP MP Kangana Ranaut 
challenging the high court's 
refusal to quash a case 
against her for allegedly 
making defamatory remarks 
in connection with the 
2020-21 farmer protests.  A 
bench of Justices Vikram 
Nath and Sandeep Mehta 
is scheduled to hear the 
matter. The complaint was 
fi led by Mahinder Kaur (73), 
who hails from Bahadurgarh 
Jandian village in Punjab's 
Bathinda district in 2021.

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Sept 11: The Delhi 
Police Special Cell has busted 
a terror module with links to 
Pakistan and arrested fi ve sus-
pected operatives after raids 
across multiple states, an offi -
cial said Thursday.

The suspects, radicalised 
through social media by a Pa-
kistan-based handler, were 
allegedly planning to acquire 
land, declare it a ‘Khilafat zone’ 
and wage ‘jihad’ in India, Addi-
tional Commissioner of Police 
(Special Cell) Pramod Kushwah 
said at a press conference here.

He said the accused were be-
ing guided to spread the idea of 
‘Ghazwa-e-Hind’ (raid of India) 
and initiate violent activities.

The arrested accused have 
been identifi ed as Ashar Dan-
ish alias Ashrar Qureshi (23), 
an English honours graduate 
from Ranchi; Aftab Qureshi and 
Sufi yan Abubakar, both from 
Mumbai; Mohammad Huzaifa 
from Telangana, and Kamran 
Qureshi from Madhya Pradesh.

The module was headed by 
Danish, who coordinated with 
other members and executed 
tasks on behalf of the handler, 
who was known by code names 
such as ‘CEO’, ‘Gazba’ and ‘Pro-
fessor’, Additional CP Kushwah 
told reporters. He said the Pa-
kistan-based handler provided 
weapon designs, ideological 
guidance and instructions for 
fabricating Improvised Ex-
plosive Devices (IED) to the 
module's operatives through 
encrypted social media chats. 

Kushwah said the operation 
began with the arrest of Aftab 
and Sufi yan near Hazrat Ni-

zamuddin Railway Station in 
Delhi. The accused were in the 
city to procure weapons from 
a Mewat-based man and had 
been trying to leave when they 
were apprehended. “Our teams 
had been monitoring their ac-
tivities for the last six months. 
Two suspects were arrested 
when they were planning to 
leave Delhi. They also planned 
to recruit young people in their 
group,” said Kushwah.

Based on the disclosure of 
the two, teams led by Deputy 
Commissioner of Police Amit 
Kaushik carried out raids at 
Ranchi in Jharkhand, Rajgarh 

in Madhya Pradesh, and Tel-
angana, leading to the arrest 
of three more suspects, Kush-
wah said. He said signifi cant 
recoveries were made from 
the suspects’ hideouts. The 
probe team found sulfur pow-
der, sodium bicarbonate, ball 
bearings, gas masks, electrical 
wires, fuse points, cartridges 
and other components used in 
making IEDs from the raided 
locations. The electronic devic-
es seized are being analysed by 
Central agencies.

“During the operation, we de-
tained 11 people, who are being 
questioned. Of this, fi ve people 
have already been arrested. 
They were arrested on Wednes-
day and will be further taken 
on police remand so that they 
can be interrogated,” Kushwah 
said. The accused have been 
receiving training on how to 
make weapons and cartridges, 
the Additional CP said.  The 
group was also in the process of 
raising funds to purchase land 
to establish a ‘Khilafat zone’, 
a model previously attempted 
in Maharashtra by Saquib Na-
chan, he said.

Delhi Police busts ‘Khilafat’
terror module linked to Pak
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New Delhi, Sept 11: India 
Thursday urged its citizens to 
stay away from offers to join 
the Russian Army and demand-
ed Moscow to end its practice of 
recruiting Indians as support 
staff into the Russian military.

The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said it has tak-
en up the matter with Russian 
authorities, both in Delhi and 
Moscow. New Delhi's move 
came following reports that 
some Indians on student and 
business visas were forced into 
joining Russian military units 
deployed on the frontlines of 
the war in Ukraine.

The ministry cautioned its 
Indian nationals to not take of-
fers to join the Russian military 
in view of inherent "risks and 
dangers" involved. "We have 
seen reports about Indian na-
tionals having been recruited 
recently into the Russian ar-
my," MEA spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said.

"The government has on sev-
eral occasions over the past one 
year underlined the risks and 
dangers inherent in this course 

of action and cautioned Indian 
citizens accordingly," he said.

Jaiswal was responding to 
media queries on the issue.

"We have also taken up the 
matter with Russian authori-
ties, both in Delhi and Moscow, 
asking that this practice be end-
ed and that our nationals be 
released. We are also in touch 
with the families of the affected 
Indian citizens," he said.

“We once again strongly urge 
all Indian nationals to stay 
away from any offers to join 
the Russian army as this is a 
course fraught with danger,” 
Jaiswal added.

It is not immediately known 
the number of Indian nationals 
recruited by the Russian mili-
tary in recent months.

According to offi cial details, 
126 Indians were recruited by 
the Russian military in the 
past, and 12 were killed.

Ninety-six Indians were re-
leased by Russian authorities, 
and 16 were categorised as 
missing.India has been repeat-
edly asking Russia to release 
all Indians serving as support 
staff, such as cooks and helpers, 
with Russian military units.

India tells Russia to
end recruitment of 
Indians in its military
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New Delhi, Sept 11: Ex-
perts from UNICEF India 
Thursday highlighted that 
the country is witnessing a 
sharp rise in obesity across 
all age groups due to factors 
including sedentary lifestyle 
and a high consumption of ul-
tra-processed foods.

According to UNICEF's Child 
Nutrition Global Report 2025 
released Thursday, obesity has, 
for the fi rst time, surpassed un-
derweight globally as the most 
common form of malnutrition 
among school-aged children 
and adolescents.

At a UNICEF organised 
national media round-table 
on healthy diets held here, 
experts warned that com-
bined with increased screen 
time, low physical activity, 
and rising consumption of 
ultra processed foods (UPFs) 
and sugary drinks and an 
increasing exposure of chil-
dren and adolescents to an 

unhealthy food environment.
The experts said India is 

witnessing a sharp rise in 
overweight and obesity across 

all age groups -- from young 
children to adults.

One in ten children world-
wide, nearly 188 million, now 

live with obesity, they said, 
adding that once considered a 
condition of affl uence, obesi-
ty is spreading rapidly in low 
and middle-income countries, 
including India.

Countries in South Asia had 
the lowest prevalence of over-
weight in 2000, but by 2022, the 
prevalence increased almost 
fi vefold among children and 
teenagers aged 5-19.

In India, the National 
Family Health Survey (NF-
HS) data shows a sharp 
surge in overweight and 
obesity among under-five 
children, with prevalence 
rising by 127 per cent (from 
1.5 per cent to 3.4 per cent 
between NFHS-3 in 2005-06 
and NFHS-5 in 2019-?21).

Among adolescents, over-
weight and obesity increased 
by 125 per cent in girls (2.4 per 
cent to 5.4 per cent) and a strik-
ing 288 per cent in boys (1.7 per 
cent to 6.6 per cent).

In adults, obesity rose by 91 
per cent among women (12.6 per 

cent to 24.0 per cent) and 146 per 
cent among men (9.3 per cent 
to 22.9 per cent), pointing to a 
nationwide health crisis.

By 2030, India is expected 
to be home to over 27 million 
children and adolescents (5-19 
years) living with obesity, ac-
counting for 11 per cent of the 
global burden, according to 
experts.

The Indian Economic Survey 
2024-25 highlighted the role of 
UPFs in this epidemic. UPF 
consumption surged from USD 
900 million in 2006 to USD 37.9 
billion in 2019, growing at over 
33 per cent annually.

Between 2011 and 2021, retail 
sales of UPFs grew at a com-
pound annual growth rate of 
13.7 per cent.

The experts said that these 
foods -- high in fat, sugar, and 
salt -- are increasingly replac-
ing fruits, vegetables, and tra-
ditional diets, while aggres-
sive marketing campaigns 
and their easy availability are 
shaping food choices.

UNICEF fl ags sharp rise in obesity across all age groups

Workers load apple boxes onto a special train operated by the Indian Railways to transport fruits from Kashmir 
Valley to Delhi following the prolonged closure of the Srinagar-Jammu highway due to heavy rains, at Budgam 
railway station PTI PHOTO
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Doda, Sept 11: Tension con-
tinued to prevail in Jammu 
and Kashmir's Doda district 
and adjoining areas Thurs-
day following the detention 
of over 80 people and violent 
clashes between protesters 
and security forces after the 
arrest of AAP MLA Mehraj 
Malik under the stringent 
Public Safety Act (PSA).

 Malik, who won the Doda 
seat in the 2024 assembly elec-
tions by over 4,500 votes, was 
detained Monday under the 
PSA for allegedly disturbing 
public order, offi cials said. He 
was subsequently lodged in 
Kathua district jail.

 In a related development, 
high drama unfolded at the Cir-
cuit House in Srinagar Thurs-
day as former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq 
Abdullah was prevented from 
meeting Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay 
Singh, who was detained on the 
premises to prevent him from 
protesting against the action 
taken against Malik.

Chaired by Doda-Kisht-
war-Ramban Range DIG 
Shridhar Patil, police Wednes-
day evening held a peace 
committee meeting at Doda to 
further strengthen the path of 
peace and expedite restoration 
of normalcy in the region.

 Prohibitory orders re-
mained in force for the third 
consecutive day Thursday in 
Doda district, where mobile 
internet and WiFi services 
continued to remain suspend-
ed as a precautionary measure.  
The administration invoked 
Section 163 of the BNSS Act 
(previously Section 144 of the 
CrPC), restricting public move-
ment from Monday.

 Patil assured the people of 
Chenab valley that the situa-
tion is almost under control 
and efforts are underway to 
restore complete normalcy at 
the earliest.  

Around 40 respected citizens 
from Doda city and surround-
ing areas participated in the 
discussions, during which they 
shared valuable suggestions 
and concerns related to the 
diffi culties faced by the public. 
“We thank them for coming for-
ward,” he added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 11: The 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) has fl agged certain 
security protocol “violations” 
allegedly by Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi during his 
movements, offi cial sources 
said Thursday.

The CRPF VIP security wing 
provides the top category ‘Z 
plus (ASL)’ armed protection 
to the 55-year-old Gandhi, the 
Leader of Opposition (LoP) in 
the Lok Sabha.

Around 10-12 armed CRPF 
commandos provide a prox-
imate security cover to him 
whenever he is mobile. As 
part of the Advanced Security 
Liaison (ASL), the force carries 
out an early reconnaissance of 
the locations to be visited by 
Gandhi.

The sources said the VIP 
security unit of the paramili-
tary force has sent a letter on 
Wednesday to Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge, stat-
ing certain “unscheduled move-
ments without intimation” by 
Gandhi during his domestic 
visits as well as before he left 
for abroad. A copy of the said 
communication has also been 
marked to Gandhi’s offi ce, ac-
cording to the sources.

The sources said such com-
munication was “routine” in 
nature and had been sent by 
the CRPF security wing in the 
context of Gandhi’s security in 
the past too. The Congress par-
ty reacted to the development, 
raising questions over the tim-
ing of the communication and 
wondering whether it was a 
“veiled attempt” to intimidate 
its leader after he announced 
“another imminent disclosure” 
on “vote chori”.

CRPF claims security
protocol ‘violations’ 
by Rahul Gandhi

The suspects, 
radicalised through 

social media by 
a Pakistan-based 

handler, were 
allegedly planning to 
acquire land, declare 

it a ‘Khilafat zone’ and 
wage ‘jihad’ in India

Doda tense over 
AAP MLA’s arrest

The government has launched several 
initiatives to address the challenge, including 

the Fit India Movement, Eat Right India 
campaign, POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0, and 

school-based health and wellness programmes

Dubai Crown Prince inugurates 1st-ever
overseas campus of IIM Ahmedabad
New Delhi: Dubai Crown Prince Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum Thursday inaugurated the Dubai campus of the Indian 
Institute of Management (IIM), Ahmedabad, according to the Ministry of 
Education.  Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, who is on a 
two-day visit to the UAE, termed it another big leap towards globalisation 
of India’s education. “IIM Ahmedabad Dubai campus will take the best of 
India to the world. Dubai, today, has provided the perfect launchpad to the 
ethos of ‘Indian in spirit, global in outlook’ by hosting the IIM Ahmedabad 
international campus,” Pradhan wrote on X.  Pradhan also met 
Abdulrahman Abdulmannan Al Awar, Acting Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientifi c Research of the UAE. 

HAL set to deliver 2 Tejas Mark-1A jets next month
New Delhi: Two Tejas Mark-1A fi ghter jets will be delivered to the Indian 
Air Force next month by state-run aerospace major Hindustan Aeronautics 
Ltd (HAL), offi cials said Thursday. HAL said it received one jet engine 
from American defence major GE Aerospace and another engine will be 
supplied by end of this month which will power the two jets.  In February 
2021, the defence ministry sealed a Rs 48,000 crore deal with HAL for the 
procurement of 83 Tejas Mk-1A jets for the IAF.  The delivery of the jets 
are facing delays primarily due to GE Aerospace missing several deadlines 
for supply of its aero engines to power the jets.

Five dead, more than 10 injured in bus accident 
Lucknow: Five people died and more than 10 were injured when a state 
roadways bus overturned in the Kakori area here Thursday, police said. 
According to locals, the bus was coming from Hardoi when its driver lost 
control of the vehicle and it collided with a water tanker before plunging 
into a 20-foot-deep ditch. Road construction work was going on at the site 
and water was being sprinkled on the stretch when the accident occurred, 
the locals said. Police Commissioner, Lucknow, Amrendra Singh Sengar 
said fi ve people died and over 10 were injured in the accident.

SNIPPETS
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Dehradun, Sept 11: Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Thursday visited Dehradun to review relief 
and rescue operations in the disaster-ravaged parts 
of Uttarakhand and announced a fi nancial assistance 
of Rs 1,200 crore for the affected areas.

Apart from this, further assistance will also be 
considered based on the recommendations of the in-
ter-ministerial team which visited the affected areas 
of the state recently to assess the extent of damage 
caused by the natural calamities.

The prime minister also announced an ex gratia of 
Rs 2 lakh for the families of the deceased and Rs 50,000 
for those left injured in a series of natural calamities 
that hit various districts of the hill state this monsoon. 
He announced comprehensive support under the PM 
CARES for Children scheme to children orphaned 
due to the recent fl oods and landslides in the state. 
PM Modi reached Dehradun's Jolly Grant airport 
where he was received by Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami. The Prime Minister was scheduled 
to conduct an aerial survey of the affected areas in 
Uttarakhand but it had to be cancelled due to bad 
weather, an offi cial here said. However, Modi met the 
affected families here and offered his condolences.

He interacted with National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF), State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) 
personnel and disaster volunteers who lent a helping 
hand at ground zero during the disasters and praised 
their efforts.
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Varanasi/New Delhi, Sept 11:
India Thursday announced around 
$680 million special economic pack-
age for Mauritius and signed sev-
en agreements to further expand 
bilateral ties in several critical 
sectors such as maritime security 
with Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di asserting that a free and secure 
Indian Ocean is a shared priority 
for both sides.

Modi hosted his Mauritian coun-
terpart Navinchandra Ramgoolam 
at his parliamentary constituency 
in Varanasi, in refl ection of rich 
cultural links between India and 
Mauritius as he described the two 
countries as "not just partners but 
a family".

In his media statement, Modi 
said India remains fully commit-
ted to strengthening the security 
of Mauritius's exclusive economic 
zone and that both sides will work 
towards enabling bilateral trade in 
local currencies following success-
ful launch of UPI and RuPay cards 
in Mauritius.

Under the special economic 
package, India will assist Mauri-
tius implement at least 10 projects 
that include strengthening key in-
frastructure like port, airport, and 
roads and to set up new schools and 
hospitals.

"This package is not an assis-
tance. It is an investment in our 
shared future," Modi said.

The seven agreements will facil-
itate boosting cooperation in areas 
of education, power, hydrography 
and space research.

The most important pact signed 
following the 
Modi-Ram-
goolam talks 
appears to 
be the one on 
hydrography 
under which 
both sides 
will work 
together on 
joint sur-
veys, naviga-
tion charts, 
and hydro-
graphic data 
of the exclu-
sive econom-
ic zones of 
Mauritius.

"India and 
Mauritius 
are two na-
tions, but 
our dreams 
and destiny 
are one," Mo-
di said.

In his re-
marks to 
the media, 
the prime 
minister al-
so congrat-
ulated Ram-
goolam and 

the people of Mauritius on the 
conclusion of the Chagos agree-
ment, describing it as a "historic 
victory" for the island nation's 
sovereignty.
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RADHAKRISHNAN TO BE SWORN
IN AS VICE-PRESIDENT TODAY
Vice-President-elect C P Radhakrishnan will 
be administered the oath of offi ce by Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu Friday, offi cials said. 
Former Maharashtra Governor Radhakris-
hanan will be sworn in as the next VP at a 
ceremony scheduled to be held at 10 am at 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan, they said

Thousands of 
women from 
Maharashtra 

will take part in the 
protest and send 
‘sindoor’ (vermilion) 
from their households 
to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi
SANJAY RAUT | SENA (UBT) LEADER
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New Delhi, Sept 11: The Sa-
shastra Seema Bal (SSB) that 
guards the India-Nepal border 
has caught about 60 people 
including a Bangladeshi na-
tional from various locations 
along the international front, 
offi cials said.

Most of them are Nepalese 
who are suspected of having es-
caped during jailbreaks during 
the unrest in their country.

SSB troops caught them from 
border points in Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar and West Bengal over the 
last two days, the offi cials told 
PTI. They have been handed 
over to the respective state po-
lice forces and are being ques-
tioned, they said.

A Bangladeshi national has 
also been apprehended from 
the Musharwa border post in 
Bihar's West Champaran dis-
trict. He had managed to slip 
during a mob attack on the 
prison premises in Kathmandu.

Two or three of those nabbed 
claim to be of Indian origin and 
this fact is being ascertained, 
the offi cials said.

The SSB, which functions 
under the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA), guards the 
1,751-km-long unfenced In-
dia-Nepal front on India’s 
eastern side. It has deployed 
about 50 battalions, translat-
ing to about 60,000 personnel, 
in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Uttara-

khand, West Bengal and Sikkim 
that share the front with Nepal.

The force has “stepped up” 
vigil in the frontier areas and 
enhanced surveillance along 
the border in the wake of the 
protests in Nepal.

“The SSB is in touch with 
its Nepalese counterpart APF. 
They have also undertaken 
joint patrols with them apart 
from independent fl ag march-
es in the border areas to send 
across a message that the In-
dian side is ready to meet any 
challenge emerging from the re-
cent developments in Nepal,” a 
senior offi cial said.

Nepal has been assured of all 
cooperation and genuine nation-
als of the two countries, carry-
ing valid IDs, are being allowed 
to cross the border, he said.

Three inmates were killed 
Thursday during clashes with 
Nepalese security personnel at 
a jail, while more than 15,000 
prisoners are stated to have 
escaped from more than two 
dozen jails since violent pro-
tests erupted in that country.

Indian border guards
nab 60 Nepal jailbreak 
inmates; 1 from B’desh

The SSB, which functions under the 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), 

guards the 1,751-km-long unfenced 
India-Nepal front on India’s eastern 
side

It has deployed about 50 battalions, 
translating to about 60,000 personnel, 

in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
West Bengal and Sikkim that share the 
front with Nepal

Woman duped of
`3.75cr with Jaggi
Vasudev deepfake
Bangalore: A 57-year-old retired 
woman was duped of Rs 3.75 crore by 
fraudsters who allegedly used an AI-
generated deepfake video of spiritual 
leader Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev to 
trick her into investing in an online 
trading platform, police said Thursday.  
The woman, a resident of C V Raman 
Nagar, who claimed to be unaware 
of deepfake technology fell for the 
AI-generated video of Sadhguru while 
she was scrolling through Youtube 
videos, they said.  In her complaint, the 
woman alleged that February 25, when 
she was watching Youtube videos, 
she came across an "AI-generated 
Youtube video" of Sadhguru stating 
that he had been trading with the fi rm, 
of which link was provided below and 
if you click and put your name, email, 
phone number for an amount of $ 250, 
your fi nances will improve greatly.

PM to visit Manipur tomorrow
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal, Sept 11: Nearly two 
years after ethnic violence 
broke out in Manipur, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
scheduled to visit the state 
September 13 and unveil proj-
ects valued at Rs 8,500 crore, 
offi cials said Thursday.

Opposition parties have been 
criticising the Prime Minister 
for not visiting the northeast-
ern state, where clashes be-
tween Kuki and Meitei commu-
nities have left over 260 people 
dead and thousands homeless 
since May 2023.

According to offi cials, Modi 
will lay foundation stones for 
various development projects 
valued at Rs 7,300 crore from 
Peace Ground in Churachan-
dpur where Kukis are in the 
majority.

The Prime Minister will also 
inaugurate infrastructure proj-
ects worth Rs 1,200 crore from 
the state capital Imphal domi-
nated by the Meiteis, they said.

It was being speculated for 
the past few days that Modi 
would club his offi cial visit to 
neighbouring Mizoram with 
one in Manipur, but no con-
fi rmation was available from 
either the government or the 
BJP. However, Thursday eve-
ning, the government put up 
a large billboard announcing 
the PM's programmes at Chu-
rachandpur's Peace Ground 
and at Kangla Fort in the state 
capital September 13.

The hoarding came up at Kei-

sampat Juntion, a key location 
in Imphal, which is also close 
to the BJP's state headquarters. 
More such billboards are ex-
pected to be put up in the state.

Manipur is under the Presi-
dent's Rule since Februay, after 
the resignation of chief minis-
ter N Biren Singh.

Earlier in the day, the Ma-
nipur government issued an 
advisory asking the public at-
tending a “VVIP programme” 
in Peace Ground September 13 
not to bring "key, pen, water 
bottle, bag, handkerchief, um-
brella, lighter, match box, piece 
of cloth, any sharp objects or 
arms and ammunition..

A notifi cation that did not 
mention the Prime Minister's 
name also advised the public 
to avoid bringing children be-
low 12 years and sick persons 
to the venue.

Manipur's lone Rajya Sabha 
MP Leishemba Sanajaoba de-
scribed the PM's visit as a "very 

fortunate" one for the people 
and the state.

"It's a great fortune that Mo-
di will be listening to the hard-
ships faced by the people… 
Manipur has had a history 
of violent clashes in the past. 
However, no Prime Minister 
has visited the state during 
such times and listened to the 
people. Modi is the fi rst PM to 
visit during such hard times," 
the BJP MP said.

In a video message, Leish-
emba also asked all to welcome 
Modi and not to make any boy-
cott call. Meanwhile, security 
measures have been tightened 
in Imphal and Churachandpur 
district headquarters town 
ahead of the Prime Minister's 
visit, offi cials said.

Both state and central forces 
personnel have been deployed 
in large numbers in and around 
the nearly 237-acre Kangla Fort 
in Imphal and Peace Ground in 
Churachandpur, where a grand 

stage is being constructed for 
the prime minister's function.

Central security teams, ac-
companied by state personnel, 
are conducting round-the-clock 
inspection of Kangla Fort, and 
boats of the state disaster man-
agement force have been em-
ployed for patrolling the moats 
that surround the fort.

Kangla Fort served as the 
ancient seat of power for the 
then Manipuri rulers before the 
annexation of the princely king-
dom in 1891. The fort, which is 
surrounded by moats on three 
sides and the Imphal river on 
the Eastern side, encloses a 
large polo fi eld, a small forest, 
ruins of temples and state ar-
chaeological offi ces.

A team of central security 
offi cials also reached Chura-
chandpur.

Police and paramilitary 
forces have been deployed and 
bamboo barricades constructed 
along the route leading to the 
Peace Ground.

India pledges $680m to Mauritius 

At least 43 BJP 
members Thursday 
resigned in Phungyar 
constituency of 
Manipur’s Ukhrul 
district, days before 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's 
likely visit to the 
northeastern state

Modi announces ̀ 1,200 crore 
aid for disaster-hit U’khand
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Seoul, Sept 11: South Korea’s 
president said Thursday that 
Korean companies will likely 
hesitate to make further invest-
ments in the United States un-
less Washington improves its 
visa system for their employ-
ees, as US authorities released 
hundreds of workers who were 
detained at a Georgia factory 
site last week.

In a news conference mark-
ing 100 days in offi ce, Lee Jae 
Myung called for improve-
ments in the US visa system as 
he spoke about the September 4 
immigration raid that resulted 
in the arrest of more than 300 
South Korean workers at a bat-
tery factory under construction 
at Hyundai’s sprawling auto 
plant in Georgia.

South Korea’s Foreign Min-
istry later confi rmed that US 
authorities have released the 
330 detainees – 316 of them 
Koreans – and that they were 
being transported by buses to 
Atlanta, where they will board 
a charter fl ight scheduled to 
arrive in South Korea Friday 
afternoon.

The massive roundup in 
Georgia and the US authori-
ties’ release of video showing 
some workers being chained 
and taken away sparked wide-
spread anger and a sense of be-
trayal in South Korea. The raid 
came less than two weeks after 
a summit between US President 
Donald Trump and Lee, and 
just weeks after the countries 
reached a July agreement that 
spared South Korea from the 
Trump administration’s high-

est tariffs, but only after Seoul 
pledged $350 billion 
in new US in-
vestments.

Lawmak-
ers from 
both Lee’s 
liberal 
Democratic 
Party and 
the conserva-
tive opposition 
decried the de-
tentions as outra-

geous 

and heavy-handed, while South 
Korea’s biggest newspaper com-
pared the raid to a “rabbit hunt” 

executed by US immigration 
authorities in a zeal to meet 
an alleged White House 
goal of 3,000 arrests a day.

During the news con-
ference, Lee said South 
Korean and US offi cials 
are discussing a pos-
sible improvement to 

the US visa system, 
adding that 

under 
the 

current system, South Korean 
companies “can’t help but hes-
itate a lot” about making direct 
investments in the US.

LEE: IT’S NOT LIKE THESE ARE 
LONG-TERM WORKERS

US authorities said some of 
the detained workers had il-
legally crossed the US border, 
while others entered legally but 
had expired visas or entered on 
visa waivers that prohibited 
them from working.

But South Korean experts 
and offi cials said Washington 
has yet to act on Seoul’s years-
long demand to ensure a visa 
system to accommodate skilled 
Korean workers, though it has 
been pressing South Korea to 
expand industrial investments 
in the US.

South Korean companies 

have been relying on short-term 
visitor visas or Electronic Sys-
tem for Travel Authorisation to 
send workers who are needed 
to launch manufacturing sites 
and handle other setup tasks, a 
practice that had been largely 
tolerated for years.

Lee said that whether the 
US establishes a visa system 
allowing South Korean com-
panies to send skilled workers 
to industrial sites will have a 
“major impact” on future South 
Korean investments in the US.

“It’s not like these are long-
term workers. When you build 
a facility or install equipment 
at a plant, you need techni-
cians, but the United States 
doesn’t have that workforce, 
and yet they won’t issue visas 
to let our people stay and do the 
work,” he said.
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SAUDI ARABIA’S OIL AID
Saudi Arabia said Thursday it will supply 
Syria with 1.65 million barrels of crude 
as Damascus struggles to rebuild the 
country’s economy and infrastructure 
after a nearly 14-year civil war. The CEO 
of the Saudi Fund for Development, Sul-
tan Al-Marshad, and Syria’s Minister of 
Energy Mohammad al-Bashir had signed 
a memorandum of understanding

Poland should 
explore sim-

ilar multi-layered 
approaches as missile 
systems such as the 
US-made Patriot were 
too expensive to use 
against cheaper drones 
used by Russia
VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY | 
PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

UK fi res ambassador to 
US Peter Mandelson 
London: UK Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer Thursday fi red 
the country’s ambassador 
to the United States, Peter 
Mandelson, over his links to the 
convicted sex offender Jeffrey 
Epstein. In a statement in the 
House of Commons Thursday, 
Foreign Offi ce minister Stephen 
Doughty said the decision came 
in the wake of the publication 
this week of emails Mandelson 
sent to Epstein in the 2000s, in 
which he gave his support to 
the disgraced fi nancier even 
when he was facing jail for 
sex offences. Doughty said the 
emails showed that the “depth 
and extent” of Mandelson’s 
relationship with Epstein was 
“materially different” from 
what was known when he 
was appointed ambassador 
to Washington last year in the 
wake of the Labour Party’s 
election victory.

Ghana receives
14 deportees
Accra (Ghana): A group of 14 
West Africans deported from 
the US arrived in Ghana, the 
country’s president said. The 
country joins Eswatini, Rwanda 
and South Sudan as African 
countries that have received 
migrants from third countries 
who were deported from the 
US, a controversial approach 
whose legality lawyers for the 
deportees have questioned. 
“We agreed with (Washington) 
that West African nationals 
were acceptable because 
all our fellow West African 
nationals don’t need a visa 
to come to our country,” 
President John Mahama told 
reporters late Wednesday. The 
deportees had arrived in the 
country and included Nigerian 
and Gambian nationals who 
planned to return to their 
countries, he added.

Belarus frees 
52 prisoners
Vilnius (Lithuania): Belarus has 
freed 52 prisoners, and they 
have crossed into Lithuania, 
the Lithuanian president said 
Thursday. In June, Belarus 
freed Siarhei Tsikhanouski, 
a key dissident fi gure and 
the husband of exiled 
opposition leader Sviatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya, and 13 others 
following a rare visit by a 
senior envoy from the Trump 
administration. Last month, 
US President Donald Trump 
spoke to Belarus’ authoritarian 
president, Alexander 
Lukashenko, about the release 
of more prisoners. “I am deeply 
grateful to the United States 
and personally to President 
@realDonaldTrump for their 
continued efforts to free 
political prisoners. 52 is a lot. 
A great many. Yet more than 
1,000 political prisoners remain 
in Belarusian prisons, and we 
cannot stop until they see 
freedom!” Lithuanian President 
Gitanas Nauseda wrote on X.

Along all the 
Venezuelan 
coasts, from 

the border with 
Colombia to the 
east of the coun-
try, from north to 
south and east to west, we have a 
full preparation of offi cial troops

NICOLAS MADURO |  PRESIDENT, VENEZUELA

Slovakia can-
not support 
more Europe-

an Union sanctions 
against Russia 
until it gets EU 
proposals to align 
climate targets with the needs of 
carmakers and heavy industry

ROBERT FICO  | PRIME MINISTER, SLOVAKIA

The Trump 
administra-
tion has a 

couple of goals 
around energy 
and one of those is 
energy abundance, 
so energy to our friends and our 
allies so they do not have to buy 
from our adversaries

DOUG BURGUM  |  INTERIOR SECRETARY, US

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Seoul, Sept 11: North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un appears to 
have solidifi ed the status of his 

daughter Kim Ju Ae as his like-
ly successor after she accom-
panied him on a visit to China, 
South Korean lawmakers said 
Thursday, citing the country’s 
spy agency.

Ju Ae stayed at the North Ko-
rean embassy and avoided the 
public spotlight during the Bei-
jing visit, but just being on the 
overseas trip with her father 
was “enough to build a narra-
tive” as the regime’s likely suc-
cessor, said Lee Seong-kweun, 
a lawmaker on South Korea’s 
parliamentary intelligence 
committee.

“It was suggested that Kim Ju 
Ae’s status was solidifi ed as a 

likely successor by showing her 
occasionally, while enabling her 
to build overseas experience but 
not to appear at public events,” 
said Park Sun-won, another law-
maker on the committee.

Also, North Korean offi cials 
were spotted wiping out traces 
in order not to expose biologi-
cal information of Kim and his 
daughter during the China trip. 
This included using a special 

plane to transport garbage and 
the pair staying at the North 
Korean embassy, South Korea’s 
spy agency told the lawmakers.

Earlier this month, Kim 
made an unprecedented trip to 
Beijing for a large-scale multi-
lateral gathering, watching a 
military parade standing shoul-
der-to-shoulder with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin.

Kim also held bilateral meet-
ings with Xi and Putin on the side-
lines in a bid to portray an image 
that North Korea was no longer an 
isolated country and was trying to 
restore relations with China, the 
South Korean lawmakers said.

Ju Ae stayed at the North 
Korean embassy and 

avoided the public 
spotlight during the Beijing 

visit, but just being on 
the overseas trip with 

her father was ‘enough to 
build a narrative’ as the 
regime’s likely successor

NK leader fi rming up status of daughter as successor: Seoul

‘Korea will hesitate to invest in US without better visa system’

REUTERS

Orem, Utah, Sept 11: US in-
vestigators said Thursday they 
had found the bolt-action rifl e 
they believed was used to kill 
the infl uential conservative ac-
tivist Charlie Kirk as he gave 
a talk at a university in Utah, 
but were still searching for the 
shooter.

Kirk, a 31-year-old podcast-ra-
dio commentator and a close ally 
of US President Donald Trump, 
is credited with helping build 
the Republican Party’s support 
among younger voters. He was 
killed Wednesday by a single 
gunshot in what Trump called 
a “heinous assassination.”

The killing, captured in 
graphic detail in videos that 
rapidly spread around the in-
ternet, occurred as Kirk spoke 
onstage at an outdoor event 
called “Prove Me Wrong” in 
front of about 3,000 people 
at Utah Valley University in 
Orem, Utah, about 40 miles (65 
km) south of Salt Lake City.

The killer arrived on campus 
a few minutes before the event 
began, and could be seen on se-
curity-camera video ascending 
stairwells to get onto a nearby 
roof before fi ring at Kirk, ac-
cording to the FBI and state of-
fi cials. Kirk, a staunch defender 
of gun rights, was answering 
an audience question about 
mass shootings when the bul-
let struck his neck; screaming 
audience members fl ed in panic.

The shooter jumped off the 
roof and fl ed into an adjoining 
neighborhood, Robert Bohls, the 
FBI special agent in charge, told 
reporters. Investigators found a 
“high-powered, bolt-action” rifl e 
in a nearby wooded area, and were 
examining that along with palm 
prints and footprints for clues.

The shooter appears to be 

of college age and “blended in 
well” on the campus, Utah Pub-
lic Safety Commissioner Beau 
Mason told reporters. The shoot-
er has not been publicly iden-
tifi ed, and while investigators 
said they had “good video foot-
age,” they would not make that 
public for now. Kirk, co-founder 
and president of the conserva-
tive student group Turning 
Point USA, was pronounced 
dead at a local hospital hours 
later. His killing stirred imme-
diate expressions of outrage and 
denunciations of political vio-
lence from Democrats, Repub-
licans and foreign governments.

Utah Governor Spencer Cox 
said Kirk’s events on college 
campuses were part of a tra-
dition of open political debate 
that was “foundational to the 
formation of our country, to 
our most basic constitutional 
rights.” “When someone takes 
the life of a person because of 
their ideas or their ideals, then 
that very constitutional founda-
tion is threatened,” Cox said.

Trump said Thursday he 
would award Kirk the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, the 
nation’s highest civilian honor. 
Vice President JD Vance can-
celed his trip to New York to 
commemorate the attacks by 
al Qaeda September 11, 2001, 
and instead will travel to Utah 
to visit Kirk’s family, a person 
familiar with the situation said.

CHARLIE KIRK SHOOTING

Investigators fi nd rifl e in nearby 
woods

Killer fl ed after shooting, still on 
the loose

Kirk was fi elding questions 
about gun violence when shot

US President Trump will award 
Kirk the Medal of Freedom

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kathmandu, Sept 11: The 
deadlock over the selection 
of an interim head to run the 
Nepal government continued 
Thursday, even as President 
Ramchandra Paudel appealed 
for peace and said he was aim-
ing to fi nd a solution to the po-
litical crisis within the consti-
tutional framework.

As political parleys for a 
transitional government con-
tinued, the situation in Kath-
mandu and other parts of the 
country remained peaceful, 
with army troops carrying out 
patrolling in sensitive areas. 
The death toll from two days 
of violent protests that began 
Monday has increased to 34, 
according to offi cials.

The representatives of youth-
led Gen Z, which spearheaded 
the anti-government protests, 
held meetings with the top 
military brass to fi nalise a 
transitional government, but 
the talks hit a roadblock on the 
issue of who will head it.

Former chief justice Sushila 
Karki, Kathmandu Mayor Balen-
dra Shah, former CEO of Nepal 
Electricity Authority Kulman 
Ghising and Mayor of Dharan 
Harka Sampang were among 
those being considered by the 
protesting Gen Z group to lead 
the government, sources said.

Since the violence began 
Monday, over 15,000 inmates 

have fl ed from more than 25 
prisons, according to media 
reports.

The Army Thursday extend-

ed prohibitory orders in three 
districts of Kathmandu Valley 
while allowing public move-
ment during specifi c windows, 
as the Himalayan nation gradu-
ally returned to normalcy.

“I am making every effort to 
protect democracy and to fi nd a 
way out from the present polit-
ical impasse within the consti-
tutional framework while at the 
same time maintaining law and 
order,” said President Paudel, 
who is currently under military 
protection.

He was not seen in public af-
ter the Gen Z agitating groups 
burnt the president’s offi ce and 
his private residence Tuesday.

“I appeal to all parties to be 
confi dent that a solution to the 
problem is being sought as soon 
as possible to address the de-

mands of the agitating citizens 
and to cooperate in maintain-
ing peace and order in the coun-
try with restraint,” Paudel said, 
in his fi rst comments since the 
ouster of Prime Minister KP 
Sharma Oli Tuesday.

An Army spokesperson con-
fi rmed that discussions are 
ongoing with various stake-
holders. He, however, did not 
provide any names.

“We are holding rounds of 
talks with different stakehold-
ers. The talks are mainly fo-
cused on fi nding a way out from 
the current stalemate and at the 
same time maintaining law and 
order situation in the country,” 
he said. Though sources sug-
gested that Mayor Shah has ex-
pressed his support for Karki, 
the picture is still not clear as to 
who will head the new cabinet. 
Some of the activists expressed 
support for Karki, while others 
pitched for Ghising.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Health said that 34 people have 
died so far during the protests 
held on Monday and Tuesday.

Three inmates were killed 
and 13 others injured Thursday 
during clashes with security 
personnel at the Ramechhap 
district prison in Madhesh 
province, offi cials said.

With the latest deaths, the 
number of prisoners who died 
during clashes with security 
forces has increased to eight 
since Tuesday.

NEPAL’S GEN Z PROTESTS

Deadlock over interim govt continues Police fi nd rifl e

Since the violence began 
Monday, over 15,000 inmates 
have fl ed from more than 25 
prisons

Ministry of Health said that 34 
people have died so far during 
the protests held on Monday and 
Tuesday

Protesters call for dissolution of 
parliament

Former Chief Justice Karki 
emerges as frontrunner

Army still patrols Kathmandu 
streets after deadly unrest

Shops, schools closed; essential 
services slowly resume

President assures he is working 
to resolve crisis soon

The second 
tower of the 
World Trade 
Center bursts 
into fl ames 
after being hit 
by a hijacked 
airplane in New 
York City, 
September 
11, 2001                                                                                                       
REUTERS

Jerusalem: Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
signed an agreement 
Thursday to push ahead with 
a controversial settlement 
expansion plan that would 
cut across land that the 
Palestinians seek for a 
state. “There will never be a 
Palestinian state. This place is 
ours,” Netanyahu said during 
a visit to the Maale Adumim 
settlement in the West Bank 
where thousands of new 
housing units would be added. 
“We will safeguard our heritage, 
our land, and our security.” 

24th anniversary of 
9/11 terror attacks

Netanyahu signs 
West Bank settlement 
expansion plan
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NYKAA TAKES INDIAN BEAUTY GLOBAL 
Nykaa, India's preferred beauty and lifestyle 
destination that has revolutionized beauty 
consumption in the country, will celebrate its 
UK debut on September 11th in London. Having 
already established a strong presence in the 
GCC through its omnichannel platform, ‘Nysaa', 
Nykaa now steps into the UK

The surge has been driven by 
heavy central bank buying, 
strong infl ows into ex-
change-traded funds, expec-
tations of multiple rate cuts, 
and persistent geopolitical 
tensions linked to tariffs
SANDIP RAICHURA | CEO , RETAIL BROKING

Tata Capital 
$2bn IPO 
New Delhi: Tata Capital is 
likely to launch its much-
anticipated $2 billion (over 
`17,000 crore) initial public 
offering (IPO) in the fi rst 
half of October after the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
has granted an extension 
to list its shares on the 
bourses, according to people 
familiar with the matter. 
Earlier, the non-banking 
fi nance company was given 
a timeline of September 
30 to list on the stock 
exchanges. The company is 
eyeing $2 billion through its 
maiden public offering at a 
valuation of $18 billion. This 
was a sharp jump from the 
$11 billion valuation Tata 
Capital's offering would be 
the biggest in the country 
after Hyundai Motor India's 
$3.3 billion (`27,870 crore) 
IPO in October 2024. As 
per the updated Draft Red 
Herring Prospectus (DRHP) 
fi led in August, the IPO will 
comprise a fresh issue of 
up to 21 crore equity shares 
and an offer for sale (OFS) 
of up to 26.58 crore shares, 
totalling 47.58 crore shares.

NBCC ,RIICO 
ink pact
New Delhi: State-owned 
NBCC has inked an MoU 
with Rajasthan State 
Industrial Development & 
Investment Corporation 
Ltd (RIICO) to develop a 
`3,700 crore worth project 
in Jaipur. In a statement 
Thursday, NBCC said it has 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with RIICO 
for the development of 
Rajasthan Mandapam and 
allied infrastructure near 
Jaipur International Airport. 
The project is valued at 
around `3,700 crore. NBCC 
has been appointed as 
Executing Agency for this 
95-acre project.

NHAI surety bond 
crosses ̀ 10K-cr mark
New Delhi: Insurance 
Surety Bonds (ISB) issued by 
insurance companies for state-
owned NHAI contracts has 
crossed `10,000 crore-mark, 
an offi cial statement said 
Thursday. Till July 2025, the 
statement said, 12 insurance 
companies have issued around 
1,600 ISBs as 'bid security' 
and 207 ISBs as 'performance 
security' valued at around 
`10,369 crore for NHAI contracts. 
NHAI has been encouraging the 
use of insurance surety bonds 
as an additional mode of 
submitting bid security and/or 
performance security deposit. 
Insurance Surety Bonds are 
instruments where insurance 
companies act as 'surety' 
and provide the fi nancial 
guarantee that the contractor 
will fulfi l its obligation as per 
the agreed terms. 

SHORT TAKES

E-mobility is 
the future, 
and we are 

making it real 
through invest-
ments in leaders 
like JBM

MAKHTAR DIOP | MD, INTERNATIONAL FINANCE 
CORPORATION

Our Prime 
Minister's 
dream is 

to make India 
self-sustaining. So, 
from an economic 
point of view, if 
these `22 lakh crore go to Indian 
economy, who will get benefi t? 
Shouldn't it be done?

NITIN GADKARI | UNION ROAD TRANSPORT 
MINISTER

uoteu

Negotiations 
between India 
and the US on 

the proposed trade 
agreement, which 
began in March, 
are progressing in 
a positive atmosphere and both 
the countries are 
satisfi ed with the progress

PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
MINISTER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 11: As many as 
4 startups, including Dream11 
and Games24x7, have lost the 
coveted unicorn status after 
the government introduced a 
law to regulate the activities of 
real money gaming (RMG) com-
panies, a report said Thursday.

The other two RMG startups 
who are off the unicorn list are 
Gameskraft (30 million users) 
and Mobile Premier League (90 
million). Dream11 has 260 mil-
lion users while Games24x7 has 
120 million, the report said.

Besides, the 'ASK Private 
Wealth Hurun India Unicorn 
and Future Unicorn Report 
2025' said the valuations of pop-
ular 'Zupee' and 'Winzo Games', 
which were not unicorns, have 
also been impacted because of 
the law.

Unicorns are startups with 
a valuation of over $1 billion.

Last month, Parliament 
passed a bill to ban all forms of 
online money games and pro-
mote eSports and online social 
gaming. The law also prohib-
its advertisements related to 
online money games, as well 
as bars banks and fi nancial in-
stitutions from facilitating or 

transferring funds for any of 
such games.

"These changes have hit 
the valuations of India's most 
prominent RMG companies," 
the report said, adding that 
these startups face limits on 
promotion which will slow 
down their growth, and tighten 
tax requirements.

The law has reduced inves-
tor confi dence, the report said, 
adding that it may help the 
industry build trust and gain 
stability in the long run.

The RMG companies have 
resorted to a slew of measures 
including pulling off sponsor-
ship of the Indian cricket team 
and also imitated the process 
of scrutiny of their workforces 
after the government move.

Meanwhile, despite the drop 
in the RMG companies, the 
overall number of Indian start-
ups in the unicorn list grew by 
six to 73 this year.

There were 11 new unicorns 
in the year, including Ai.tech, 
Navi Technologies, Vivriti Cap-
ital, Veritas Finance, Rapido, 
Netradyne, Jumbotail, Dar-
winBox, Moneyview, Juspay 

and Drools.
Discount brokerage Zerodha 

was the most valuable Indian 
startup at $8.2 billion followed 
by fi ntech Razorpay and eye-
care focused Lenskart at $7.5 
billion each.

Bengaluru leads as India's 
unicorn hub with 26 startups 
whose cumulative valuation 
stands at $70 billion, followed 
by Delhi-NCR with 12 worth 
$36.3 billion, and Mumbai 
with 11 worth $22.8 billion, the 
report said.

Kaivalya Vohra and Aadit 
Palicha, both 22-year-old, of 
Zepto stand as India's young-
est unicorn founders, the re-
port said.

The report, which details out 
startups valued at over $200 
million, said such high val-
ued startups employ 3.74 lakh 
people and the unicorns alone 
contribute 2.06 lakh people to it.

The report said venture capi-
tal fi rm Peak XV Partners domi-
nates India's startup landscape, 
leading with 68 bets valued at 
over $200 million including 
Turtlemint, Whatfi x, Groww 
and PRISM (OYO).

Dream11, 3 other startups
lose unicorn status post ban

There were 11 new 
unicorns in the year, 

including Ai.tech, Navi 
Technologies, Vivriti 

Capital, Veritas Finance, 
Rapido, Netradyne, 

Jumbotail, DarwinBox, 
Moneyview, Juspay 

and Drools

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 11: The gov-
ernment will soon launch a 
carbon capture utilisation and 
storage mission with incentives 
ranging from 50-100 per cent 
as the country tries to strike a 
balance between rising energy 
demand with its climate goals 
while depending on coal.

Carbon Capture, Utilisation 
and Storage (CCUS) is a process 
that captures carbon dioxide 
from industrial sources and 
power plants before it enters 
the atmosphere.

The captured carbon dioxide 
is then transported to either 
be utilised in various prod-
ucts like chemicals or fuels, or 
permanently stored in under-
ground geological formations, 

such as depleted oil and gas 
reservoirs or saline aquifers.

Speaking at the 17th India 
Coal Summit organised by the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC), Rajnath Ram, Advisor 
(Energy), NITI Aayog, said, "We 
are going to launch the CCUS 
mission very soon, where... in-
centives like 100 per cent gov-
ernment funding will be pro-
vided to some of the technology. 
The incentives may range from 
50 per cent to 100 per cent."

He further said these incen-
tives will help industries adopt 
carbon capture technologies 
and integrate them with coal-
based energy systems.

With the growth in the econ-
omy, the energy demand is al-
so expected to go up, he said, 
adding that the "growth of en-

ergy demand would defi nitely 
require the multiplication of 

supply side of energy".
While coal is considered to 

be one of the important constit-
uent of our total primary ener-
gy supply, a lot of renewable 
energy is being installed into 
the system.

"But there are challenges re-
lated to it... If you really want 
to integrate the renewable 
energy into the system, there 
are other costs involved. You 
have to parallelly bring the 
storage that may be costlier," 
he explained.

NITI Aayog had earlier said 
CCUS also has an important 
role to play in decarbonising 
the power sector, given the 
country's present reliance on 
coal for meeting over 70 per 
cent of its electricity needs.

Even if India is able to sub-
stantially green the grid and 
meet the target of 500 GW in-

stalled capacity of renewables 
by 2030, there would still be 
a need to meet the baseload 
power demand from fossil fu-
els (most likely coal) or other 
dispatchable sources, given 
the intermittency and non-dis-
patchable nature of solar and 
wind power.

India's per capita carbon 
dioxide emissions are about 
1.9 tonnes per annum, which 
is less than 40 per cent of the 
global average and about one-
fourth of that of China.

 There is a need for sustain-
able solution for the decarboni-
sation of sectors that contrib-
ute to 70 per cent of the emis-
sion. CCUS has an important 
and critical role to play in it, 
especially for India to accom-
plish net-zero target by 2070.

REUTERS

New Delhi, Sept 11: The im-
pact of US tariffs on the Indi-
an economy will be partially 
offset by recent consumption 
tax cuts that are expected to 
boost domestic demand, India's 
Chief Economic Advisor said 
Wednesday.

The goods and services 
tax (GST) cuts announced by 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di's government would have 
"compensating effects" on 
India's economy, V. Anantha 
Nageswaran said.

The net impact of higher tar-
iffs and lower domestic taxes 
will be a drop of 0.2 per cent-0.3 
per cent points on GDP growth 
estimates for the year, he said.

India's GDP growth for the 
current fi nancial year is project-
ed at 6.3 per cent to 6.8 per cent.

"GST reforms will play a 
very good offsetting role, by 
substituting domestic de-
mand for whatever the export 
demand that may not materi-
alise from the United States," 
Nageswaran said.

The initial impact of US 
tariffs on Indian goods in the 
current fi nancial year will be 
limited, but prolonged tariff 
uncertainty from the 25 per 
cent penalty duty imposed 
by the United States on India 
for buying Russian oil could 
weigh on the South Asian 
economy, he said.

TCS launches chip-based sys

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 11: Benchmark 
BSE Sensex climbed 123 points 
while broader Nifty settled 
above 25,000  Thursday, track-
ing a rally in global peers amid 
Fed rate cut hopes.

Rallying for the fourth day 
in a row, the 30-share Sensex 
climbed 123.58 points or 0.15 
per cent to settle at 81,548.73. 
During the day, it rallied 
217.07 points or 0.26 per cent to 
81,642.22.

The 50-share NSE Nifty rose 
by 32.40 points or 0.13 per cent 
to close at a nearly three-week 
high of 25,005.50, marking its 
seventh consecutive day of 
gains.

Among Sensex fi rms, NTPC, 
Axis Bank, Power Grid, Bharti 
Airtel, Eternal and Sun Pharma 
were the major gainers.

However, Infosys, Titan, 
UltraTech Cement and Hindu-
stan Unilever were among the 
laggards.

Sectoral performance was 
mixed, with energy and pharma 
emerging as top gainers, while 
IT and auto witnessed profi t 
booking. The BSE midcap in-
dex gained 0.14 per cent while 
Smallcap index ended fl at.

Among sectoral indices, oil & 
gas (1.19 per cent), power (1.06 
per cent), energy (0.96 per cent), 
utilities (0.95 per cent), services 
(0.59 per cent) and telecommu-
nication (0.55 per cent) were the 
gainers.

BSE Focused IT, IT, teck, au-
to and consumer discretionary 
were the laggards.

In four days, the BSE bench-
mark has surged 837.97 points 
or 1.03 per cent. The Nifty has 
jumped 290.45 points or 1.17 per 
cent in seven trading days.

In Asian markets, South Ko-
rea's Kospi, Japan's Nikkei 225 
index and Shanghai's SSE Com-
posite index settled in positive 
territory while Hong Kong's 
Hang Seng ended lower.

Markets in Europe were trad-
ing higher. US markets ended 
on a mixed note Wednesday.

Foreign institutional inves-
tors (FIIs) offl oaded equities 
worth `115.69 crore after a 
day's breather on Wednesday, 
according to exchange data. 
However, domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) bought 
stocks worth `5,004.29 crore in 
the previous day.

Global oil benchmark Brent 
crude dipped 0.24 per cent to 
$67.28 a barrel.

Nifty settles above 25,000; 
Sensex climbs 123.58 pts
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New Delhi, Sept 11: Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS), 
Thursday announced the 
launch of its chiplet-based 
system engineering services, 
aimed at accelerating semi-
conductor innovation and 
supporting India's push to 
become a global semiconduc-
tor hub.

The new services are de-
signed to assist semiconduc-
tor companies in developing 
faster and more powerful 
chips. They aim to democra-
tise the design of the next-gen-
eration chips for customers, 
the company said in a regula-
tory filing.

The move comes at a crucial 
time for India's semiconductor 
market, which is projected to 
more than double from an es-
timated $45-50 billion in 2024-
2025 to $100-110 billion by 2030.

The Union Cabinet has 
approved the India Semicon-
ductor Mission (ISM) with a 
`76,000 crore outlay to boost 
fabrication, design, and man-
ufacturing.

"Already, India is home to 
20 per cent of the world's chip 
design engineers, and leading 
global players are investing in 
manufacturing and assembly 
facilities. TCS' new services 
are expected to strengthen 
this momentum by giving 

both Indian and internation-
al companies access to world-
class expertise in chip-to-sys-
tem engineering," it said.

TCS also provides advanced 
package design services, in-
cluding 2.5D and 3D interpos-
ers and multi-layer organic 
substrates – the materials that 
connect and support multi-
chip packages, thus helping 
semiconductor clients to de-
liver next-generation multi-
chip products with superior 
signal integrity, lower laten-
cy, and compact form factor.

V Rajanna, President, 
Technology, Software and 
Services, TCS, said the new 
services would help semicon-
ductor enterprises accelerate 
chiplet tape-out, offering flex-
ibility, scalability, and faster 
time to market.

"Our extensive investments 
in next-gen technologies, 
contextual knowledge of the 
semiconductor industry, and 
strong track record in execu-
tion make us the preferred 
partner to drive innovation 
at scale," he said.

In a recent project, TCS 
collaborated with a North 
American semiconductor firm 
to simplify the integration of 
different chip types into a 
single system by modernis-
ing its design approach with 
chiplet-based methods, the 
company said.
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New Delhi, Sept 11: The re-
cent hike in goods and service 
tax (GST) on capital goods used 
in the oil, gas, and coal bed 
methane (CBM) sectors has in-
creased operational costs and 
undermines efforts to reduce 
import dependence, an industry 
association said in a letter to Oil 
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri.

The Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FICCI) in the Sep-
tember 9 letter to Puri cited the 
recently approved Oilfi elds Reg-
ulation and Development Act, 
saying the increase in GST is 
not aligned with the legisla-
tion's objective of providing 
fi scal stability to upstream 
exploration and production 

(E&P) operators. India imports 
88 per cent of its oil needs and 
roughly half of its gas require-
ment. To cut down this import 
dependence, the government 
has been placing emphasis on 
raising domestic production.

"An increase in GST on cap-
ital goods used for petroleum 
(including natural gas) and 
coal bed methane (CBM) sec-
tors from 12 per cent to 18 per 
cent places an added burden on 
the petroleum and CBM opera-
tions, which require signifi cant 
risk capital, thereby deterring 
investments and adversely af-
fecting investor confi dence," 
FICCI said in the letter.

The extraction of gas from 
below coal seams (CBM) sector 
has, since inception, been on a 
revenue sharing mechanism and 
there is no cost recovery, it said.

"This move (to increase GST) 
does not support the roadmap 
of reducing import dependence 
and will lead to a rise in imports 
of natural gas for India's com-
mitted energy mix of 15 per cent 
natural gas by 2030," it said.

The additional GST burden 
is contrary to the various up-
stream E&P contracts signed 
between operators and gov-
ernment, which assured of zero 
custom duties on imports and 
zero taxes/duties on local pur-

chases under deemed exports.
"The Oilfi elds Regulation and 

Development Act aims to pro-
vide fi scal stability to upstream 
E&P operators; however, the 
increase in GST is not aligned 
with this objective," FICCI said.

It sought reconsideration of 
the increase in GST rates and 
further suggested tax incidence 
be brought down to nil in line 
with the E&P contracts to re-
duce the unnecessary burden 
on domestic operators.

 This, it said, will go a long 
way in enhancing domestic 
production of natural gas. Al-
so, natural gas must be covered 
under GST to ease the cascad-
ing effect of the value chain 
where natural gas is used as 
an industrial input, escalating 
production cost with no input 
tax credit available.

In a separate letter to Oil Sec-
retary Pankaj Jain, FICCI said 
the oil and gas sector is already 
constrained by the absence of 
input credit on natural gas.

"The GST increase on goods 
and services further raises costs, 
discourages investment, and im-
pacts the government's vision of 
increased natural gas to 15 per 
cent of energy mix by 2030, be-
sides confl icting with fi scal sta-
bility provisions in contracts."  

GST hike threatens energy independence
This move (to increase 
GST) does not support 

the roadmap of reducing 
import dependence and will 
lead to a rise in imports of 

natural gas for India's 
committed energy mix of 
15 per cent natural gas by 

2030, industry says

Govt to launch CCUS with incentives soon: NITI Aayog
Carbon Capture, Utilisation and Storage (CCUS) is a process that captures carbon dioxide from industrial sources and power plants before it enters the atmosphere

India's tax reforms to 
partially offset tariff 
hit on GDP growth 

INDUSTRY RATTLED
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New Delhi, Sept 11: After a 
nationwide talent hunt of 56 
players, a 16-member Indian 
women’s team of visually im-
paired has been announced 
for the inaugural World Cup. 
Jamuna Rani Tudu, Basanti 
Hansdah, Parbati Marndi and 
Phula Soren from Odisha got 
selected.

Captain Deepika TC and 
vice-captain Ganga S Kadam 
were “chosen for their exem-
plary past performances and 
leadership qualities.”

“This World Cup is more than 
just a tournament. It is a cele-
bration of courage, skill, and 
inclusion. Hosting it in India is 
a matter of pride, and I am con-
fi dent our girls will rise to the 
occasion, inspire millions, and 

make the nation proud,” said 
CABI chairman Mahantesh G 
Kivadasannavar.

The Indian women’s visual-
ly impaired team had scripted 
history by winning gold at the 
2023 IBSA World Games, where 
cricket for the blind made its 
debut.

India had defeated Australia 
in the fi nals.

Nepal turmoil: Kathmandu 
dropped as neutral venue 

The turmoil in Nepal has 
forced the organisers to drop 
Kathmandu as neutral venue 
for the inaugural women’s 
T20 World Cup Cricket for the 
Blind to held in India in Novem-
ber this year and an alternate 
venue is being fi gured to host 
matches involving Pakistan.

The tournament will be 

held from November 11 to 
25, featuring Australia, En-
gland, India, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, and the USA. The 
tournament will be played in 
New Delhi and Bangalore pri-
marily but Pakistan will be 
stationed at a neutral venue, 
which was to be Kathmandu 
originally.

“Kathmandu was original-
ly identifi ed as the third host 
city, with fi xtures involving 
Pakistan scheduled there; 
however, due to the current 
situation in Nepal, an alter-
nate venue is being consid-
ered,” the Cricket Association 
for the Blind in India said in a 
statement.

There is no such ban on Pa-
kistani players for multi-later-
al events but the country has 
avoided travelling to India 

citing political tensions and 
India’s refusal to send their 
players to Pakistan.

Nepal was rocked by vi-
olent protests over ban on 
social media sites. Thirty 
people were killed and over 
a thousand injured in the 
recent anti-government pro-
tests, which led to Prime 
Minister K P Sharma Oli’s 
resignation.

Currently, curfew has been 
imposed in three districts of 
Kathmandu valley -- Kath-
mandu, Lalitpur and Bhak-
tapur -- by Nepal Army. The 
World Cup will comprise 21 
league matches, two semi-fi-
nals, and one final.
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London, Sept 11: The Premier 
League season wasn’t even 
30 minutes old when Bour-
nemouth forward Antoine Se-
menyo reported being racially 
abused by a spectator.

The same weekend, a Ger-
man Cup match was stopped 
after Schalke midfi elder Chris-
topher Antwi-Adjei said he was 
racially abused at a throw-in.

In Italy, Juventus con-
demned racist abuse targeting 
US player Weston McKennie as 
he warmed down after a league 
game.

And in Spain, police Wednes-
day arrested a spectator for al-
legedly making monkey noises 
and gestures toward Real Ma-
drid star Kylian Mbappé during 
a match August 24.

An early-season surge in 
abuse directed at Black players 
in competitions across Europe 

has alarmed anti-discrimina-
tion campaigners and high-
lighted how racism persists in 
soccer despite multiple initia-
tives by soccer bodies FIFA and 
UEFA, national federations and 
individual clubs to eliminate it.

“I think it’s more than double 
what we had last season at the 
same time,” said Piara Powar, 
executive director of the Fare 
network, an anti-discrimina-
tion group which works with 
the global and European soccer 
bodies to monitor and advise on 
incidents at games.

“If you layer social-media 
issues on top of that,” Powar 
added in a phone interview, ref-
erencing the abuse of England 
player Jess Carter at the Wom-
en's European Championship 
this summer, “then you really 
are getting into a lot of stories 
coming out.”

Frustrated at the lack of prog-
ress, some Black players have 

called for tougher penalties 
against offenders from both 
the justice system and soccer 
institutions.

“In this day and age, we’re 
still, us players, getting racial-
ly abused and it just doesn't 
make sense,” Semenyo told 
British broadcaster ITV. “We 
just want to know why it keeps 
happening.”

The man arrested on 
suspicion of hurling abuse 
at Semenyo in the Premier 
League opener against 
Liverpool was released on 
bail and told he cannot go 
within 1 mile (1.6 kilome-
ters) of a soccer stadium 
in Britain while police 
investigate the incident.

Long history
Soccer’s tribal cul-

ture and frenzied fan 
base makes it a prime stage 
for societal problems like 

racism to surface. English soc-
cer had a particularly harrow-
ing time with racism in the 1970s 
and ‘80s when Black players 
were regularly subjected to mon-

key chants and offensive slurs.
A generation later, racial 

abuse of players is more com-
mon in social media but al-
so continues in stadiums. A 

high-profi le example 
came in Spain in 2023 

when Real Madrid's 
Vinícius Júnior confront-

ed a supporter who called 
him a monkey. Months earli-

er, four people hung an effi gy of 
the Brazilian player off a high-
way bridge, resulting in prison 
sentences this year.

Soccer’s governing bodies 
have struggled to stamp out 
the problem, despite measures 
such as longer bans for players, 
heavier fi nes for clubs, partial 
stadium closures, points deduc-
tions and a three-step protocol 
used by referees when racism 
occurs in matches.

FIFA recently fi ned the soc-
cer federations of Albania, 
Serbia, and Bosnia and Her-

zegovina for offenses includ-
ing racism during World Cup 
qualifi ers they hosted in June. 
Argentina, Colombia and Chile 
also were punished for what FI-
FA said was “discrimination 
and racist abuse.”

FIFA created a racism task 
force in 2013 but controver-
sially disbanded it three years 
later, saying it had “complete-
ly fulfi lled its temporary mis-
sion.” Last week, FIFA an-
nounced its latest initiative: 
a 16-strong group of former 
players, including soccer greats 
such as George Weah and Didi-
er Drogba, which will advise on 
anti-racism initiatives.

“They will further push for 
a shift in football culture,” FI-
FA President Gianni Infantino 
said about The Players' Voice 
Panel, “making sure measures 
to counter racism are not just 
talked about, but actioned, both 
on and off the pitch.”
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Gwangju (South Korea), 
Sept 11: India’s most decorat-
ed archer Deepika Kumari once 
again failed to rise above her 
familiar inconsistency, crash-
ing out in the round of 32 at 
the World Championships here 
Thursday, while 15-year-old 
Gatha Khadake shone bright to 
become the lone recurve archer 
from the country in pre-quar-
terfi nals.

Despite being pre-seeded in-
to the third round after a sixth-
place fi nish in qualifi cation, the 
four-time Olympian Deepika 
was outshot by Indonesia’s un-
heralded Diananda Choirunisa 
in a fi ve-setter.

All eyes will now be Friday’s 
round of 16, where Gatha fac-
es the toughest challenge of 
her budding career against 
the reigning Paris Olympic 
champion and world No 1 Lim 
Si-hyeon.

For India, the young Gatha 
remains their last hope and it 
remains to be seen if the debu-
tant from Pune manages to win 
the country its fi rst medal in re-
curve section, since Den Bosch 
in 2019.

In this edition, India have 
won a historical men’s team 
gold and mixed team silver, 
both coming in the compound 
section.

ARCHERY 
WORLD C’SHIPS

Deepika crashes out; 
Gatha in prequarters

WOMEN’S T20 CWC FOR BLIND

India name squad, 4 from Odisha

AGENCIES

Hangzhou, Sept 11: The Indi-
an women’s hockey team lost 
their second Super4s match 
1-4 against hosts China at the 
Women’s Asia Cup 2025 in 
Hangzhou Thursday. Mumtaz 
Khan (38’) was the only goal-
scorer for India, while Zou 
Meirong (4’, 56’), Chen Yang 
(31’) and Tan Jinzhuang (47’) 
scored goals for China. 

It was a lively fi rst quarter 
with both sides attacking the 
circles and creating good op-
portunities, however, it was 
China who secured the opening 
goal early on. In the 4th minute, 
India did well to make a good 
save but the ball landed to Zou 
Meirong (4’) on the rebound, 

who tapped it into the empty 
net. India made relentless at-
tempts to equalise but weren’t 
clinical enough in front of goal. 
India won their fi rst penalty 
corner in the 10th minute but 
couldn’t make it past the Chi-
nese rushers.

The second quarter too saw 
plenty of end-to-end action, but 
neither side could fi nd the net. 
In the last fi ve minutes of the 
fi rst half, India increased the 
tempo of the game as they ap-
plied constant pressure on the 
Chinese defence and controlled 
possession in search of their 
fi rst goal. In the 27th minute, 
India won another penalty cor-
ner to their name but that too 
didn't amount to a goal as they 
headed back into the break a 

goal behind.
In the very fi rst minute of 

the third quarter, China in-
creased their lead by scoring 
a fortunate goal as India gave 
away the ball in their own cir-
cle to an unmarked Chen Yang 
(31’) in front of goal who scored 
with a simple fi nish. China won 
their fi rst penalty corner of 
the day but their attempt went 
wide away from the target. In 
the 38th minute, Mumtaz Khan 
(38’) scored an incredible fi eld 
goal for India to reduce the defi -
cit. Lalremsiami passed the ball 
to her at the edge of the circle 
from where she launched a 
powerful back-handed shot 
from distance to score India’s 
fi rst goal. Moments later, Zou 
Meirong took a shot from close 
range on goal but India’s Bichu 
Devi showcased great refl exes 
to make a save and maintain 
the scoreline.

China started the fi nal quar-
ter strong, adding another goal 
to their tally. They won a pen-
alty corner in the 47th minute 
which was converted by Tan 
Jinzhuang (47’) off a defl ection 
from a defender’s stick. China 
secured another goal in the 
56th minute courtesy of anoth-
er fi eld goal from Zou Meirong 
(56’) to seal the fi xture and prog-
ress into the fi nal of the Wom-
en's Asia Cup.

India will next play against 
Japan Friday in their third 
match of the Super4s, looking 
for a win to secure a spot in the 
fi nal and clash again with hosts 
China for the coveted title.

Women’s Hockey Asia Cup: 
India lose 1-4 against China

Squad List
B1 Category (Fully blind): 
Simu Das (Delhi), P. Karuna 
Kumari (Andhra Pradesh), 
Anu Kumari (Bihar), Jamuna 
Rani Tudu (Odisha), Kavya V 
(Karnataka)
B2 Category (Signifi cant 
vision loss): Anekha Devi 
(Delhi), Basanti Hansdah 
(Odisha), Simranjeet Kour 
(Rajasthan), Sunita Sarathe 
(Madhya Pradesh), Parbati 
Marndi (Odisha)
B3 Category (Partial vision): 
Deepika T C (Karnataka – 
Captain), Phula Soren (Odisha), 
Ganga S Kadam (Maharashtra 
– Vice Captain), Kavya N R 
(Karnataka), Sushma Patel 
(Madhya Pradesh), Durga Yevle 
(Madhya Pradesh).

AGENCIES

Dubai, Sept 11: Former crick-
eter and match referee GS 
Lakshmi along with umpires 
Vrinda Rathi and Gayathri 
Venugopalan are the three 
Indians included in the all-fe-
male ICC panel of match offi -
cials, which will oversee the 
Women’s ODI World Cup 2025, 

starting from September 30. 
This marks the fi rst time 

in tournament history that a 
Women’s ODI World Cup will 
be offi ciated entirely by women. 
It marks the fourth global tour-
nament to feature an all-female 
panel of match offi cials, follow-
ing the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games in Birmingham and the 
two most recent ICC Women’s 

T20 World Cups.
The 13th edition of the 

Women’s Cricket World Cup, 
hosted by India, will feature 
31 matches over 33 days, with 
eight teams vying for global 
glory. A total of 14 umpires 
and four match referees have 
been selected to represent the 
Emirates ICC Panel during 
the event.

Match referees: Trudy 
Anderson, Shandre Fritz, GS 
Lakshmi, Michell Pereira.

Umpires: Lauren Agenbag, 
Candace la Borde, Kim Cotton, 
Sarah Dambanevana, Shathira 
Jakir Jesy, Kerrin Klaste, Janani 
N, Nimali Perera, Claire Polosak, 
Vrinda Rathi, Sue Redfern, Elo-
ise Sheridan, Gayathri Venugo-
palan, Jacqueline Williams.
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Hong Kong, Sept 11: Rising 
Indian shuttler Ayush Shetty 
caused a major upset at the 
Hong Kong Open Super 500 bad-
minton tournament Thursday, 
ousting 2023 World Champion-
ships silver medallist Kodai 
Naraoka of Japan in a hard-
fought three-game contest to 
storm into the men’s singles 
quarterfi nals.

The 20-year-old from Kar-
nataka, who clinched the US 
Open Super 300 title in June, 
showcased his aggressive style 
and superior court coverage to 
outplay the former world No. 2 
Japanese shuttler 21-19, 12-21, 
21-14 in a 72-minute thriller.

Ayush will face Lakshya Sen, 
his compatriot and companion at 
Prakash Padukone Badminton 
Academy, in the quarterfi nals.

“We are going for dinner to-
night, I’m not sure we will speak 
about the match. I played him 
recently at a domestic tour-
nament and he won in three 
games. Hopefully, I can fl ip the 
result this time,” Ayush told 

BWF when asked about fac-
ing Lakshya. Earlier, Lakshya 
reached his fi rst men’s singles 
quarterfi nal of a top BWF World 
Tour event in six months, while 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and 
Chirag Shetty also advanced at 
the USD 500,000 event.

Former world champion-
ships bronze medallist Lak-
shya, ranked 20th, rallied past 
compatriot HS Prannoy 15-21 
21-18 21-10 in the second round.

The 23-year-old Lakshya, 
who fi nished fourth at the Paris 
Olympics, has battled injuries 

and patchy form this season. 
He last made the semifi nals at 
the All England Super 1000 in 
March and reached the same 
stage at the Macau Open Su-
per 300.

In men’s doubles, world no 9 
Satwik and Chirag, fresh from 
their second World Champion-
ships bronze in Paris, will next 
face Malaysia’s Junaidi Arif 
and Roy King Yap.

However, it was the end of 
the road for Kiran George who 
lost 6-21 12-21 to Chou Tien 
Chen of Taipei.

HONG KONG OPEN SUPER 500

Ayush, Lakshya, Satwik-Chirag in QF

3 Indians in historic all-female match offi cials’ panel

Tvesa returns 
to Switzerland
Zug (Switzerland): Indian golfer 
Tvesa Malik will look to make up 
for her narrow miss as she returns 
to the VP Bank Swiss Ladies 
Open in a bid to win her maiden 
Ladies European Tour event. The 
29-year-old came up with one 
of her best performances last 
year at the Golfpark Holzhäusern 
but lost in a play-off to Alice 
Hewson of England after both 
were tied at 11-under for three 
rounds. Tvesa will hope to go the 
distance this time as she leads a 
big Indian contingent, including 
Vani Kapoor, Hitaashee Bakshi, 
Ridhima Dilawari, Pranavi Urs 
and Sneha Singh.

Davis Cup: Captain Rajpal 
fi elds Dhakshineshwar 
Biel (Switzerland): In a bold 
move, India have thrown young 
Dhakishneshwar Suresh in the 
ring along with comeback man 
Sumit Nagal for the World Group I 
indoor tie against formidable hosts 
Switzerland, beginning here Friday, 
as they eye a Davis Cup Qualifi ers 
spot. Captain Rohit Rajpal convinced 
the coaches of Dhakishneshwar in 
the US to let him fl y to Switzerland 
for the tie.

Shooters continue 
medal-less campaign 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ningbo (China), Sept 11: In-
dian shooters’ medal-less cam-
paign in the ISSF World Cup 
here continued Thursday with 
the likes of Divyansh Singh 
Panwar, Umamahesh Maddine-
ni and Rahi Sarnabot bowing 
out in the qualifi cations.

Italy’s Danilo Sollazzo, who 
fi nished second behind India’s 
Rudrankksh Patil in the Cai-
ro World Championship in 
2022 and was fi fth in the Paris 
Olympics last year, shattered 
the men’s 10m air rifl e fi nals 
world record on competition 
day three of the rifl e/pistol 
World Cup stage in the Chi-
nese city.

Indian shooters meanwhile, 
despite some solid performanc-
es, were still searching for a fi rst 
fi nal appearance in the tour-
nament. India’s former world 
number one Divyansh shot 630.0 
in qualifi cation to fi nish 19th. 
Sweden’s Paris silver medallist 
Victor Lindgren took the fi nal 
qualifying spot with 632.3. 

ISSF WORLD CUP 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, Sept 11: The third India 
T10 Tennis Ball Cricket Cham-
pionship was inaugurated at 
the Shri Jagannath Cricket 
Stadium in Puri, Thursday.

The event was organised 
under the aegis of Sri Darshan 
Charitable Trust, in collabo-
ration with T10 Tennis Ball 
Cricket Association of India 
(T10TBCAI) and presented by 
Odisha T10 Tennis Ball Cricket 
Association. A total of 32 teams 
from 25 states will compete in 
the championship.

Sports and Youth Affairs 
Minister Suryabanshi Suraj 
attended as the opening cer-
emony as chief guest and for-
mally inaugurated the tour-
nament. Distinguished guests 
included Satyabadi MLA Om 
Prakash Mishra, BJP district 
president Debendra Nath Tarai, 
T10TBCAI president Daitapati 
Bhabani Prasad Dasmohapatra, 
organising chairman Nishikant 
Mishra, organising secretary 
Santosh Kumar Pradhan, joint 
secretary (Sports) Braj Kishore 
Dash, secretary (sports) Sibani 

Prasad Dasmahapatra, advi-
sor Jayant Kumar Sarangi, 
T10TBCAI general secretary 
Abhishek Singh and treasur-
er Nitesh Shinde, and senior 
daitapati servitors Ganapati 
Dasmahapatra and Ram Das-
mahapatra, among others.

The championship aims to 
promote youth engagement in 
sports, particularly in under-
served regions, discover grass-
roots cricket talent and provide 
a national platform for tennis 
ball cricketers.

Following the formal ses-
sion, the cultural programme 
opened with the traditional 
dance. A series of performances 
followed, showcasing Odisha’s 
rich art and culture, including 
Sambalpuri, Mahari, and the 
traditional martial dance of 
Puri, along with other vibrant 
presentations.

On the opening day, in men’s 
category, Goa defeated Assam and 
Jharkhand won against host Odi-
sha, while West Bengal defeated 
Uttar Pradesh. Women’s matches 
will begin Friday onwards, with 
both men’s and women’s fi nals set 
for September 14.

Third All India T10 Tennis 
Ball Cricket C’ship kicks off

Basanti Hansdah Jamuna Rani Tudu Parbati Marndi Phula Soren
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