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Patriotism always pays. 
Our decision to stay in the 
country saved us `1 crore

VOLUME 15, ISSUE 172 I www.orissapost.com BHUBANESWAR | SUNDAY | SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 12 PAGES+SUNDAY POST | `5.00

The Trump administration’s de-
cision to hike the fee for H1B vi-
sas, currently ranging from $2000 
to $5000, to a whopping $1,00,000 
annually is going to signifi cantly 
impact Indians, especially tech-
nology workers, who are hired 
by tech companies and others on 
these visas. Indians form the ma-
jority of H1B visa holders: about 
70-71 per cent. Over the last fi ve 
years (FY20-24), about 2.1 mil-
lion H1B visas were approved. 
Of those, about 1.48 million were 
issued for Indians. Many Indians 
use the H1B pathway not just for 
working but as a stepping stone 
for longer-term stays, availing 
green cards and even citizenship 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Washington, Sept 
20: In a development that could 
adversely affect Indian profes-
sionals in the US, President 
Donald Trump has signed a 
proclamation to raise the fee 
for H-1B visas to a staggering 
$100,000 annually, a move de-
scribed by American lawmak-
ers and community leaders as 

‘reckless’ and ‘unfortunate.’
Trump signed the proclama-

tion ‘Restriction on entry of cer-
tain nonimmigrant workers’, 
saying the abuse of the H-1B 
visa programme is a ‘national 
security threat.’

Congressman Raja Krishna-
moorthi described the decision 
to hike the H-1B visa fee as a 
“reckless attempt to cut Amer-
ica off from high-skilled work-
ers who have long strengthened 
our workforce, fuelled innova-
tion, and helped build indus-
tries that employ millions of 
Americans.” 

Ajay Bhutoria, a former advi-
sor to President Joe Biden and 
Asian-American community 
leader on immigration policy, 
warned of a potential crisis 
for the US technology sector’s 
competitive edge with Trump’s 
decision on the H-1B visa fee.

“The H-1B programme, a 
lifeline for innovation that has 
attracted top talent from around 
the world, faces unprecedented 
barriers with this massive jump 
from the current $2000-$5000 to-
tal fee, which will crush small 

businesses and startups reliant 
on diverse talent,” he said. 

Currently, the H-1B visa 
fee ranges from about $2000 to 
$5000, depending on employer 
size and other costs. The visas 
are valid for three years and 
can be renewed for another 
three years. The move is going 
to signifi cantly impact Indian 
technology workers who are 
hired by tech companies and 
others on H-1B visas. 

Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS) is the second-highest 
benefi ciary with 5,505 approved 
H-1B visas in 2025, after Ama-

zon (10,044 workers on H-1B 
visas), according to the US 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS). Other top 
benefi ciaries include Micro-
soft (5,189), Meta (5,123), Apple 
(4,202), Google (4,181), Deloitte 
(2,353), Infosys (2,004), Wipro 
(1,523) and Tech Mahindra 
Americas (951).

In his proclamation, Trump said 
the H-1B visa programme was cre-
ated to bring temporary workers 
into the US to perform additive, 
high-skilled functions, but it has 
been deliberately exploited to re-
place, rather than supplement, 

American workers with low-
er-paid, lower-skilled labour. “The 
abuse of the H-1B programme is 
also a national security threat. 
Domestic law enforcement agen-
cies have identifi ed and investi-
gated H-1B-reliant outsourcing 
companies for engaging in visa 
fraud, conspiracy to launder 
money..., and other illicit activi-
ties to encourage foreign workers 
to come to the US,” he said.

Trump’s H1B shocker for Indians
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Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: The 
Odisha Assembly proceedings 
were washed out Saturday, the 
third day of the monsoon session, 
amid Opposition BJD’s protest 
over the fertiliser crisis during 
the ongoing kharif season in the 
state. BJD MLAs created ruck-
us in the Assembly over alleged 
fertiliser scarcity across the 
state, prompting the Speaker to 
adjourn the proceedings till Mon-
day morning.

The party MLAs, holding 
placards and banners high-
lighting the fertiliser crisis 
and farmers’ distress in the 
state, trooped into the well of 
the House and demanded a full-
fl edged discussion on the issue.

Earlier, the House made an 
obituary reference to former 
MLA George Tirkey, who died 
Friday night. The Opposition 
members continued to raise 
their voices against the BJP gov-
ernment in the state and blamed 
it for the farmers’ distress. Un-
able to run the House, Speaker 
Surama Padhy adjourned the 
proceedings till 4 pm.

When the House reassembled 
at 4 pm, the BJD members start-
ed demanding a detailed discus-
sion on the fertiliser crisis in 
the state. Proceedings lasted 
for about four minutes in the 
post-lunch session before the 
Speaker adjourned the House 
till 10.30 am Monday.

The BJD members demanded 
that the Speaker cancel all the 
business of the House, including 
Question Hour, and hold a de-
tailed discussion on the alleged 
fertiliser scarcity in the state. 
They claimed that the alleged 
fertiliser scarcity was due to 
black marketing and hoarding.

Outside the House, BJP MLA 
Irasish Acharya blamed the Op-
position BJD and the Congress for 
the disruption in the proceedings.

“When BJD MLAs were stag-
ing a protest in the well of the 
House, the Congress members 
were standing on their seats. The 
opposition parties do not want a 
discussion on important issues 
in the House. The Speaker has 
already accepted a notice of the 
Congress for a discussion on the 
fertiliser issue, but the BJD has 
rejected it,” the BJP MLA claimed.

Assembly washout 
amid Opposition stir

EXECUTIVES, CONSULTANTS, AND ANALYSTS SAY THIS GENERATION IS HARDER TO PIN DOWN THAN THEIR PREDECESSORS 

Luxury brands’ big challenge: Figuring out Gen Z
REUTERS

New York, Sept 20: Fleur Ar-
bel and Christophe Kairouz, 
both from France, were lured 
into Louis Vuitton’s New York 
fl agship recently by a colourful 
sculpture of a monogrammed 
giraffe and ostrich above the 
store’s entrance.

But the two 24-year-olds 
are more likely to spend their 
shopping dollars elsewhere, as 
Louis Vuitton’s heavy logos 
and styles strike them as passé.

“I think they failed to keep 
the luxury image in a way,” 
said Kairouz. “I think they 
need to create something new, 
original.”

Arbel and Kairouz are a tiny 
fraction of the Gen Z cohort 
born between 1998 and 2012: the 
luxury industry’s new frontier. 
The group made up 4% of glob-
al luxury spending before the 

pandemic; by 2030, they will 
account for 25%, according to 
Boston Consulting Group.

Executives, consultants, and 
analysts say this generation is 
harder to pin down than their 
predecessors. They are infl u-
enced by a global social media 
landscape and tend to mix-and-
match goods from established 
names with trendier labels, 
shopping everywhere from 
TikTok to thrift stores. Legacy 
brands trying to attract Gen Z 
consumers have used infl uenc-
ers, pop-up shops, and afford-
able items like bag charms.

“There’s a lot of similarity 
between Gen Z in Shanghai and 
Los Angeles and London,” said 
Scott Roe, chief fi nancial offi cer 
and chief operating offi cer of 
Coach-parent Tapestry.

More affordable luxury com-
panies like Coach and Ralph 
Lauren  - whose revenue rose 

6.8% in the 12-month period 
ended in March - are capital-
ising on the generational shift. 
Coach has gained cache with 
Gen Z due to using infl uenc-
ers, personalisation services, 
and focusing on sustainabili-
ty, experts said. Coach’s total 

revenue rose 9.9% to about $5.6 
billion for the 12-month period 
ended in June.

Tapestry’s Roe said Gen Z is 
not less brand-loyal than oth-
er generations, but it is hard-
er for brands to reach these 
consumers because shoppers 

have more choices. “To break 
through, you need to have a 
strong share of voice.”

That voice is pricey: Tapestry 
increased its marketing spend 
from 3% of sales pre-pandemic 
to 10% this year, according to 
its May earnings call, but did 
not disclose how much it target-
ed Gen Z specifi cally.

Not all fashion powerhouses 
are being left on the shelf. Lux-
ury labels from Kering-owned 
Bottega Veneta, Prada Group’s 
Miu Miu, and LVMH-owned 
Loewe continue to do well with 
Gen Z, as Miu Miu currently 
ranks fi rst on the Lyst Index, 
followed by Loewe.

Miu Miu sales rose 49% in 
the fi rst half of 2025 compared 
to the same period in 2024, cap-
turing fi rst-time luxury buyers 
with leather bag charms, which 
retail in the range of $240 to 
$1,250. 

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Sept 20: Malay-
alam superstar Mohanlal has 
been named the recipient of the 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 
2023, the country’s highest rec-
ognition in the fi eld of cinema, 
the I&B Ministry announced 
Saturday.

In a post on X, the Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minis-
try said the actor, director and 
producer is being honoured on 
the recommendation of the Da-
dasaheb Phalke Award Selec-
tion Committee for his “iconic 
contribution to Indian cinema.”

The award will be presented 
to the 65-year-old during the 
71st National Film Awards 
ceremony September 23.  P2

Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award for Mohanlal
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Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: The 
state government has initiated 
steps for the construction of 
a new secretariat building in 
Bhubaneswar, Works Minister 
Prithiviraj Harichandan told 
the Assembly, Saturday.

He said the Odisha Bridge 
and Construction Corporation 
(OBCC) has been directed to 
prepare the master plan for the 
new building. 

“Once the plan is approved, 
the budgetary requirement will 
be estimated and will be sent to 
the government for approval,” 
he said, replying to a query 
from BJD MLA Subasini Jena.

The current Lok Seva Bha-
van is 68 years old, and has in-
adequate parking provisions, 
he said. The existing state sec-

retariat building was inaugurat-
ed by then Union Home Minister 
Govind Ballav Pant November 
12, 1959, in the presence of then 
CM Harekrushna Mahatab.

It was renamed the Lok Seva 
Bhavan in 2019 by the previous 
Naveen Patnaik government.

The three-storey building 
houses the offi ces of the chief 
minister, deputy CMs, minis-
ters and the chief secretary. 
Over 30 departments are also 
functioning from there.

Harichandan also said a sec-
ond bridge will be constructed 
at Trisulia, connecting Bhu-
baneswar and Cuttack.

“The project is in the ten-
dering phase by OBCC. The 
Detailed Project Report (DPR) 
had already been furnished, 
and administrative approval 
had been accorded,” he said.

Odisha to get new 
secretariat building 

New Delhi: Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal will lead 
an offi cial delegation to the US 
for trade talks September 22, an 
offi cial statement said Saturday. 
The delegation plans to hold talks 
with the US team to take forward 
discussions with a view to achieve 
early conclusion of a mutually 
benefi cial trade agreement, it said. 
The minister will visit New York 
and will be accompanied by special 
secretary in the ministry Rajesh 
Agrawal and other offi cials.  P8

Goyal to visit US for 
trade talks Sept 22

DISPOSSESSED LOT: Displaced Palestinians fl ee Gaza City, by foot and vehicles, carrying their belongings along the coastal road in Nuseirat toward the southern Gaza Strip   AP PHOTO

$100,000 FEE ONLY 
FOR NEW APPLICANTS
Washington: The H1B visa fee of 
$100,000 would be applicable only 
to new applicants, a White House 
offi cial clarifi ed Saturday, a day 
after President Donald Trump signed 
a proclamation raising the fee on 
the visas used by companies to hire 
workers, including from India, to live 
and work in the US. “The H1B fee is 
likely to face legal challenges. But 
if it survives, companies that hire 
skilled international workers would 
have to pay $100,000 each year for 
any employee working on the visa, 
for up to six years. The fee applies 
only to new applicants,” a White 
House offi cial said, according to a 
report in the New York Times.



New Delhi: Congratulatory messages poured in Sat-
urday following the naming of Malayalam superstar 
Mohanlal as a winner of Dadasaheb Phalke Award 
for 2023. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated the 
veteran actor, saying Mohanlal epitomises “excel-
lence and versatility”.

 “His cinematic and theatrical brilliance across 
mediums is truly inspiring. Congratulations to him 

on being conferred the Dadasaheb Phalke Award. 
May his accomplishments continue to inspire 
generations to come,” PM Modi said.

I&B minister Ashwani Vaishnaw also 
congratulated the actor and said his 

legacy will keep inspiring “Bha-
rat's creative spirit”.

“Congratulations 
to Lalettan @Mo-
hanlal ji. From 
the adipoli, 
beautiful 
land of 
Kerala to 
audiences 
worldwide, 
his work 

has celebrated our culture and magnifi ed our aspirations,” 
he posted on X. Congress leader Shashi Tharoor said, “Won-
derful news for all fans and admirers of @Mohanlal! As 
an MP I am proud to lay claim to representing his city… 
Congratulations to Kerala's pride, our very own Lal!”

Known for his effortless screen presence 
and wide range, he has received two Na-

tional Film Awards for best actor, nine 
Kerala State Awards and international 
honours.   In addition to acting honours, 
Mohanlal was honoured with the Pad-

ma Shri in 2001, and the Padma Bhushan 
in 2019 for his contribution to the arts.

With a career spanning more than four 
decades, Mohanlal has acted in over 350 

fi lms across Malayalam, Tamil, 
Telugu, Hindi and Kannada.

Some of his most popu-
lar and critically-ac-
claimed movies include 
Thanmathra, Iruvar, 
Drishyam, Vanaprastham, 
Company, Munthirivalli-
kal Thalirkkumbol and
Pulimurugan.

PTI

‘Mohanlal epitomises excellence & versatility’

Mumbai: The advent of multiplexes has brought 
many changes to the idea of watching fi lms on the 
big screen. Many multiplexes serve food directly on 
the seat, a practice not acceptable to Aamir Khan. 
On his thoughts on this, the Dangal actor says, 

“Smartphones arrived in 2005. That was 20 years 
ago. Thanks to smartphones and the internet, 
the whole world is in my fi nger tips. Earlier, our 
audience in cinemas was captive. Today, they are 
not. They are watching the fi lm and also glancing 
on their phones. They even reply to messages or 

check how many likes or comments have appeared 
on their posts.”
Aamir then exulted, “One thing that really disturbs 

me and I have told this to multiplexes – aap khana mat 
serve karo yaar! The scene is going on and someone comes 
and puts food in front of me. If you want to buy your food 
items, please do so before the fi lm or in the interval. Usko 
aap organize karo at the start of the fi lm. Film ke beech 

mein theatre mein koi chalna nahin chahi-
ye. There should be no movement in 

the theatre.” At another point, he 
clarifi ed that he is not against 

consuming snacks while watching 
a fi lm. He stated, “I don’t prefer dis-

traction but I like to eat popcorn 
or samosa. But I buy the 

snacks before the start 
of the fi lm. 

Or I buy in 
the inter-
val. Beech 
mein mu-
jhe hulchul 
nahin 
chahi-
ye.”
AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actress-singer Shehnaaz Gill, 
who rose to fame after her stint in the 
13th edition of the controversial reality 
show Bigg Boss, turned heads in a 
stylish monochrome look that re-
defi ned her idea of “real attitude”. 

 Shehnaaz took to Instagram, 
where she shared a motley of pic-
tures on Instagram dressed in a 
black pantsuit paired with a crisp 
white shirt, exuding glamour, ele-
gance and confi dence.

In the caption section, Shehnaaz 
explained what “elegance” means 
to her, as she wrote: “Elegance is 
the real attitude.”

Shehnaaz’s latest work includes 
the Punjabi fi lm, Ikk Kudi , pro-
duced by Shehnaaz and directed 
by Amarjit Singh Saron. It follows 
the story of a woman from a family 
of broken hearts starts doubting 
her arranged marriage match and 
embarks on a quest to uncover her 
fi ancé's mysterious past.

In Bollywood, she was last seen in 
Vicky Vidya Ka Woh Wala Video star-
ring Rajkummar Rao and Triptii 
Dimri in a special appearance for 
the song Sajna Ve Sajna.

The actress, who gained star-
dom after her stint in Bigg Boss 
13, was loved by the audiences for 
her innocence, fun banter and her 
chemistry with late star Sidharth 
Shukla, who was also the winner 
of the Salman Khan-hosted show. 
The two were fondly referred to 
as ‘SidNaaz.’
 AGENCIES

Family matters might be 
the blinkers on your eyes 
today. Your temperament and maturity 
will help you deal with emotional issues. 
Your power and panache may partly yield 
expected results. There is a likelihood 
of some serious action in the bedroom 
tonight, mostly verbal though.

There are chances that you 
will take a break from the 
routine to recharge your 
batteries today, feels Ganesha. In the after-
noon, children will bring home delight and 
joy. Second half of the day will strengthen 
your fi nancial position. You may get a little 
emotional in the evening, feels Ganesha.

Falling into a routine can be 
dangerous if it traps you in a 
rut. So, bear this in mind and 
take a break from the usual, says Gane-
sha. A little change will go a long way in 
helping you recharge your batteries. Your 
children's achievements will make you 
proud, even as afternoon will bring glad 
tidings on the fi nancial front. Chances are 
it shall be an emotional evening for you. 

Ganesha predicts that family 
matters will occupy most of 
your attention today. Your 
power of persuasion and your towering 
persona may help you get pending work 
done. Emotional issues may demand 
your attention as well, and you will 
handle them with practised ease. You 
will spend the night discussing intimate 
matters with your spouse.

You will tackle work and 
commitments with a renewed 
zeal today, says Ganesha. 
Your enthusiasm will catch on at the 
workplace, contagious and inspiring as 
it is. On the career front, things will look 
up later in the day and opportunities will 
shower a plenty. Take a break when the 
stress begins to pile and indulge in some 
leisure activity of your liking.

Your colleagues will enjoy 
your fl exible and positive 
attitude at work today, feels 
Ganesha. Polish your social skills and 
your smile, because today afternoon 
might turn out to be a carnival of people. 
Your evening may be more laid-back as 
you will fi nd breathing space to relax 
with your loved ones.

You may wobble under the 
burgeoning work pressure 
and may have to endure 
tremendous stress to meet deadlines and 
achieve set targets. But the hellish situ-
ation will fail to affect your state of mind 
as well as your ability to make sensible 
decisions, says Ganesha.

Today is just not your day. 
Accept that nothing will work 
perfectly, and get on. Any 
bickering at your workplace can be sort-
ed out with tact. And patience will help 
you tide over diffi cult situations. Ganesha 
wishes you all the best!

The focus today is on your 
spouse. You may mutually 
give and receive pleasant 
surprises today. You are likely to take 
stock of your present and prepare for 
the future today, but be sure to do so in 
conjunction with your better half. Your 
business partners may bring you some 
good news, says Ganesha.

You will spin out a plan on 
a daily basis and prefer to 
go with the fl ow, predicts Ganesha. The 
afternoon may see your peers giving you 
some bit of unnecessary tension due to 
approaching deadlines. In the evening, 
you may consider spending some time 
meditating to attain peace of mind.

Today, there is likely to be 
a twist in your tale. Some-
thing is going to happen that is likely to 
make your life turn a corner. It may be 
a major breakthrough or a seemingly in-
nocuous accident, but your life is likely 
to change signifi cantly.

To speak of your persuasive 
powers, you can even con-
vince people to holiday in 
Alaska! Naturally, today also, the results 
will be amazing. But you also realise the 
need to improve yourself and your home. 
Today, there should be some action on 
this front, says Ganesha.
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THRICE-DIVORCED ROBIN 
STILL BELIEVES IN LOVE

PAMELA WORKING ON 
BARB WIRE REBOOT

American actress and fi lm producer 
Robin Wright insisted that despite her 
three divorces, she is optimistic about 
her future and her broken relation-
ships have not affected her belief 
about “how wonderful [love is] when it 
comes again.”

Bay Watch actress Pamela Anderson is 
working on a Barb Wire TV reboot with 
her sons Brandon Thomas Lee and Dylan 
Jagger Lee. According to Deadline, the 
project will be the fi rst from Anderson 
and her children’s production company, 
And-Her-Sons Productions.
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Mumbai: 
Actress Deepika 
Padukone made headlines after 
Vyjayanthi Movies confi rmed her exit from the 
Kalki AD 2898 sequel. On Saturday, DP penned a cryptic 
note on her offi cial Instagram handle saying that, “People you 
work with matter more than the success of a fi lm.”  

Announcing that she has commenced the shoot for Shah Rukh 
Khan’s King, Deepika wrote, “The very fi rst lesson he taught 
me almost 18 years ago while fi lming Om Shanti Om, was that 
the experience of making a movie, and the people you make it 
with, matter far more than its success. I couldn’t agree more and 
have applied that learning to every decision I’ve made since. And 
that’s probably why we’re back making our 6th movie together? (sic)”

Deepika’s latest post is being seen as an indirect dig at the makers of 
Kalki AD 2898.

As soon as the post was up, netizens used the comment section to applaud Deepika for 
taking a stand for herself.

One of the Instagram users wrote, “I’m so glad that u spoke up! I love you,” along with 
a red heart emoji.

The second one penned, “Who was saying that deepika’s downfall has begun?”
A cybercitizen shared, “Im so proud of you! Stand for yourself and never stop believing what 

u deserve! I love you,” followed by a red heart emoji.
IANS
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Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: Over 
1.33 lakh foreign tourists visit-
ed Odisha in fi ve years, start-
ing 2020, with the highest of 
53,392 in 2024, Deputy Chief 
Minister Pravati Parida told 
the Assembly Saturday.

Replying in writing to a 
question from BJP member 
Tankadhar 
Tripathy, Pari-
da, who also 
holds the Tour-
ism portfolio, 
shared compar-
ative fi gures of 
tourist infl ows 
over the past 
years.

She said, 
“Odisha re-
ceived 1,33,161 
foreign visitors 
from 2020 to 2024 
– 10,206 in 2020, 
2,269 in 2021, 
22,121 in 2022, 45,173 in 2023 and 
53,392 in 2024.”

Domestic tourist numbers 
also refl ected a steady growth. 
The state hosted 18,49,066 visi-
tors from other states in 2020, 
14,97,076 in 2021, 31,47,466 
in 2022, 38,90,369 in 2023 and 
43,99,837 in 2024.

Similarly, local tourism 
within Odisha showed an 
upward trend. As many as 
65,98,982 Odia tourists ex-
plored destinations across 
the state in 2024, compared 
to 58,34,815 in 2023, 47,20,443 
in 2022, 22,45,145 in 2021 and 
27,73,207 in 2020.

To ensure safety and comfort 

for tourists, Parida said, “The 
state government has strength-
ened security at major tourist 
sites. Special Tourist Police 
Cells have been set up at Puri, 
Chandrabhaga, Dhauli, Linga-
raj Temple, Nandankanan, Sa-
tapada, Gopalpur, and Chan-

dipur. Police patrolling has 
also been intensified along the 
Puri–Konark and Puri–Sata-
pada routes.”

For beach safety, 400 life-
guards – 100 by the Home de-
partment and 300 by private 
agencies – have been deployed 
at Puri. Additionally, 50 pri-
vate lifeguards have been 
stationed at Gopalpur beach.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
added that multiple projects 
focusing on safety, security, 
and sanitation are underway 
across prominent tourist des-
tinations in the coastal state.

P3 
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CAPTIVATING PERFORMANCE
An artiste performs Odissi at the 5th 

International Trinetra Award Festival 
2025 at Bhanja Kala Mandap in 

Bhubaneswar, Saturday
 OP PHOTO

OVER 1.33L FOREIGN TOURISTS
VISITED ODISHA IN 5 YRS: MIN

The state government has 
collected `3,232.43 crore 

as Excise revenue till the end 
of August in the current fi nan-

cial year, Excise 
Minister Prithivi-
raj Harichandan 
informed the As-
sembly Saturday.

Replying to a 
question from BJD 
member Dhruba 
Charan Sahu, the 
minister said the 
state had collected 
`4,053.51 crore in 
2020-21, `5,528.41 
crore in 2021-22, 
`6,455.05 crore in 
2022-23, `7,216.99 
crore in 2023-24, 

and `8,195.53 crore in 2024-25. 
“Odisha government collect-

ed `3,232.43 crore till the end 
of August in the current fi nan-
cial year,” the minister said.

Harichandan further said 
steps are being taken to curb 
the illegal trade of drugs by 
banning their sale and con-

ducting regular raids by 
district-level Excise offi cials 
along with Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB) personnel posted in 
the three divisions of Cuttack, 
Sambalpur, and Berhampur.

“Excise and IB units, along 
with district mobile squads, 
are carrying out special raids 
to check the sale of smuggled 
and spurious liquor. Cases are 
being registered against boot-
leggers,” the minister added.

During 2025-26, a total of 
27,821 IDL (illicit distilled li-
quor) cases were registered, 
and 13,493 people were arrest-
ed up to September 15, he in-
formed the House.

`3,232.43 crore Excise 
revenue till Aug this yr

Excise and IB units, 
along with district 
mobile squads, are 

carrying out special raids to 
check the sale of smuggled 
and spurious liquor. Cases 
are being registered against 
bootleggers
PRITHIVIRAJ HARICHANDAN I EXCISE MINISTER

The state government has strengthened security at ma-
jor tourist sites. Special Tourist Police Cells have been 
set up at Puri, Chandrabhaga, Dhauli, Lingaraj Temple, 

Nandankanan, Satapada, Gopalpur, and Chandipur. Police 
patrolling has also been intensifi ed along the Puri–Konark 
and Puri–Satapada routes
 PRAVATI PARIDA I DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: The Eco-
nomic Offences Wing (EOW) of Odi-
sha Police Saturday arrested a Biju 
Janata Dal (BJD) leader on charges 
of duping a person of `12.42 crore on 
the pretext of investing in the real 
estate business and purchasing land 
in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack.

The accused – Dillip Kumar Nayak 
of Jhanjiri Mangala under Badam-
badi police limits in Cuttack – had 
contested the 2024 Assembly elections 
from Nimapara constituency as a 
BJD candidate.

The incident came to the fore after 

Bijay Kumar Rout of Ranihat Malisa-
hi area in the Silver City approached 
the Badambadi police alleging that 
Dillip had cheated him to a tune of 
`12.42 crore on the pretext of invest-
ing in the real estate business. The 
case was later taken over by the 
EOW, which registered a formal case 
in this regard September 19.

During investigation, the EOW 
found that the accused had taken `3 
crore from Bijay on multiple occa-
sions between 2015 and 2017 to invest 
in real estate business.

“This apart, the accused took `4 
crore from Bijay to provide a landed 
plot at Bajrakabati in Cuttack city in 

2018. However, Dillip failed to give 
the complainant the plot. Promising 
Bijay a better land at Patia, Dillip 
again took `3.42 crore from him as 
the additional cost of the land,” the 
investigating agency said, adding 
that the accused took `3 crore from 
Bijay, including `1 crore from his 
wife, to form a company.

“Of the `13.42 crore, the accused 
has so far returned only `1 crore to 
the complainant,” the EOW said.

“The accused has been taken into 
custody. Documents like sale deeds, 
power of attorney and bank account 
details were recovered from his 
house,” said the agency. 

EOW nabs BJD leader for `12.42cr fraud

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi Saturday said the proposed 
National Shipbuilding Clus-
ter in Kendrapara and the 
deep-water port at Bahuda in 
Ganjam will position Odisha 
as a hub of industrial and mar-
itime excellence.

Taking to X, Majhi extended 
his gratitude to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Union 
Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
for their steadfast support in 
reinvigorating Odisha’s mari-
time sector. “These landmark 
initiatives will drive port-led 
development, create substantial 
employment, and unlock the 
state’s vast economic potential, 
moving us decisively towards the 
vision of a ‘Samrudhha Odisha’,” 
he wrote.

Paradip Port Authority 
(PPA), Odisha Maritime Board 
(OMB), and Sagarmala Finance 
Corporation Limited (SMFCL) 

have inked a pact for the devel-
opment of a new all-weather 
greenfi eld satellite port of PPA 
at Bahuda Muhana in Ganjam. 
Sonowal graced the MoU sign-
ing occasion as chief guest.

The strategic project, identi-
fi ed under the Maritime India 
Vision 2030 and the PM Gati 
Shakti National Master Plan is 
set to signifi cantly boost India’s 
maritime infrastructure.

The proposed port will be 
developed to handle a capacity 
of approximately 150 Million 
Tonne Per Annum, with an es-
timated capital investment of 
around Rs 21,500 crore.

The collaboration will see the 
three organisations pool their 
resources and expertise, PPA 
said in a statement.

Commenting on the MoU, 
PPA chairman PL Haranadh 
stated that PPA will act as the 
lead member of the joint ven-
ture, leveraging its extensive 
experience in port development 
and operations. It will have four 
docks, with earmarked areas for 
port-led industrialisation, a sea 
gate, and other port-related in-
dustries. The project will signifi -
cantly contribute to the economic 
development of Southern Odisha, 
North Coastal Andhra Pradesh, 
and parts of Chhattisgarh.

Paradip and Bahuda ports 
will operate in tandem to create 
better business opportunities 
for exporters and importers.

Similarly, the PPA and OMB 
have inked another pact to set 
up a world-class shipbuilding 
cluster on the Mahanadi riv-
erbank in Kendrapara district 
with a cost of Rs 24,700 crore, 
offi cials said.

Bahuda port will position Odisha
as maritime excellence hub: CMAGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: Gov-
ernor Hari Babu Kambhampati 
Saturday urged universities, 
corporates and philanthropists 
to come forward as Ni-kshay 
Mitras and contribute to the 
collective mission of achieving 
a ‘TB-Mukt Odisha’.

As part of the initiative to 
strengthen fi ght against tuber-
culosis and support patients 
during treatment, the Governor 
handed over nutritional food 
baskets to the Khurda Collec-
tor for distribution among 100 
TB patients at a special event 
at Raj Bhavan. 

The initiative comes under 
Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan under which the Gov-
ernor has adopted district's TB 
patients as a Ni-kshay Mitra to 
provide sustained nutritional 
support throughout the treat-
ment period. The programme 
also included a presentation by 
the Health and Family Welfare 
director, outlining the current 
status of TB in Odisha and the 
government’s multi-pronged 
efforts to eliminate the disease.

Contribute for ‘TB-Mukt
Odisha’: Guv to varsities

Bhubaneswar: The Special Task Force (STF) of Odisha Police arrested a drug 
peddler and seized 121 grams of brown sugar along with other incriminating 
materials from his possession. According to STF sources, acting on an intel-
ligence input, a raid was conducted late September 18 night near Dhauli Peace 
Pagoda, targeting the illegal possession and trade of brown sugar. During the 
raid, the accused, identifi ed as Ajay Kumar Parida of Nayagarh, was apprehend-
ed. A search led to the recovery of 121 grams of brown sugar, a mobile phone, 
and cash, all seized in the presence of witnesses and an executive magistrate.

The PPA and OMB have 
inked another pact to set 

up a world-class ship-
building cluster on the 
Mahanadi riverbank in 
Kendrapara with a cost 

of `24,700 crore

VISUAL TREAT: Preparation of the Durga Puja pandal at Rasulgarh in Bhubaneswar reaches last leg, Saturday PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Puri, Sept 20: The Shree Jagannath 
Temple Administration (SJTA) has de-
cided to put restrictions on the use of 
mobile phones by offi cials, police and 
servitors on the temple premises.

The decision was taken during a ‘Ch-
hatisa Nijoga’ meeting held here Satur-
day evening.

Briefi ng media, SJTA chief admin-
istrator Arabinda Kumar Padhee said 
the restriction will be imposed for the 
temple police and other offi cials in the 
fi rst phase and later will be extended 
to servitors.

“In case of any emergency or for com-
munication of important messages, the 
offi cials can go to a designated place 
and use the mobile phone,” Padhee 

said, adding, “No one will be allowed 
to blatantly use mobile phone inside 
the temple.”

The temple administration will issue 
necessary guidelines for the purpose. 
Action will be taken against those vio-
lating the directives, Padhee said.

“At present, carrying mobile phone 
or any camera device into the 12th-cen-
tury shrine has been completely banned 
for devotees. However, some police of-
fi cers and servitors of the temple are 
allowed to carry the device for neces-
sary communication,” an offi cial said.

On the proposed queue-based dar-
shan system, the ‘Chhatisa Nijoga’ has 
decided to introduce it on an experi-
mental basis after holy Odia month 
‘Kartika’.

Details of temple rituals for the holy 
Odia month were also discussed during 
the meeting, he said.

During the meeting, it was also de-
cided to approach the government for 
the shifting of over 500 silver ingots 
recovered from Emar Mutt in 2011 and 
2021 to the temple, Padhee said, adding, 
“We hope that the silver ingots will be 
handed over to the SJTA.”

Mobile phone use by servitors,
offi cials to be restricted: SJTA

STATE UNVEILS 
15 NEW CROP 
VARIETIES
AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: Odi-
sha has unveiled 15 new hor-
ticulture crop varieties based 
on the recommendation of the 
State Seed Sub-Committee, 
chaired by Agriculture and 
Farmers’ Empowerment de-
partment Principal Secretary 
Arabinda Kumar Padhee, offi -
cial sources said Saturday.

The screening committee 
recommended varieties from 
multiple institutions.

Eight (Chilli, brinjal, am-
aranthus, tomato, cashew, 
mango ginger, black turmeric, 
and potato) were from OUAT, 
two (sweet potato and yam 
bean) were from CTCRI, and 
fi ve (rose apple, three types of 
amaranthus, and brinjal) were 
from CHES.

All these varieties were offi -
cially released Saturday.

Notably, the rose apple va-
riety developed by the Central 
Horticultural Experiment Sta-
tion (CHES) is being released 
for the fi rst time in India.

Similarly, the black turmer-
ic, also called OUAT Kalinga 
Black Turmeric-1, is valued for 
its medicinal properties.

The potato variety devel-
oped by OUAT, known as Ka-
linga Baby Potato (Phulbani 
Aloo), is celebrated for its 
unique taste.

STF arrests drug peddler with 121 gram brown sugar
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

35.6° 35.2°
27.0° 25.6°
79% 80%

9.4mm Nil

FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky 
with possibility of 

rain or 
thunderstorm

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: The 
Nayapalli Durga Puja Commit-
tee, renowned for its grand and 
creative celebrations, has once 
again enthralled the City with 
a spectacular pandal inspired 
by Kerala’s classical dance 
form Kathakali. Towering 75 
feet high and stretching 110 
feet wide, the structure brings 
alive the vibrant colours, dra-
matic expressions, and intri-
cate artistry associated with 
this centuries-old performing 
art. Every corner of the pandal 
refl ects the elegance of Katha-
kali—from the elaborate facial 
motifs and traditional masks 
to the ornate backdrops rem-
iniscent of Kerala’s cultural 
heritage—offering visitors a 
visual journey into the rich 
traditions of India’s southern 
state while celebrating the 
spirit of Durga Puja.

Kathakali, famous for its 
dazzling costumes, intricate 
facial makeup, and powerful, 
expressive gestures, has been 

beautifully woven into the 
pandal’s design to celebrate the 
grandeur of Kerala’s cultural 
heritage. “Our aim this year 
is to showcase the cultural di-
versity of India, and Kathakali 
perfectly embodies the artistic 
splendour and storytelling tra-
dition of Kerala,” said commit-
tee member Nabakishore Be-
hera, adding that every detail 
has been crafted to transport 
visitors into the heart of this 
centuries-old dance drama.

The Nayapalli Puja Com-
mittee has earned acclaim 
over the years for selecting 
themes that are both socially 

meaningful and culturally en-
riching. In earlier editions, the 
pandal celebrated causes such 
as women’s empowerment and 
showcased the intricate beau-
ty of traditional terracotta art, 
each drawing praise from dev-
otees and art enthusiasts alike 
for their thoughtful execution. 
Carrying forward this legacy, 
this year’s Kathakali theme 
reinforces the committee’s 
commitment to blending ar-
tistic innovation with cultural 
depth, offering visitors not just 
a festive spectacle but also an 
immersive glimpse into one of 
India’s most treasured classical 

traditions.
To ensure a smooth and se-

cure experience for the mas-
sive footfall expected during 
the festivities, the organisers 
have put in place extensive 
safety and crowd-management 
measures. Nearly 300 security 
personnel and volunteers, 
including 100 women, will be 
stationed across the pandal 
premises to guide visitors and 
handle emergencies. The entire 
area will be under constant 
surveillance with 50 CCTV 
cameras monitoring move-
ments round the clock. Antic-
ipating heavy traffi c during the 
Puja days, the committee has 
also identifi ed multiple nearby 
locations to serve as designat-
ed parking zones, helping ease 
congestion and allowing devo-
tees to visit the pandal without 
inconvenience.

Combining breathtaking 
artistry with careful planning, 
the Nayapalli Durga Puja pan-
dal is poised to be one of Bhu-
baneswar’s most captivating 
highlights this festive season. 

By virtue of  an 
affi davit sworn before 
The Notary Public, 
Bhubaneswar dated 
19.09.2025, Sal Man Lo, 
Address At - Qtr No. O/5 
Stage-3, Laxmi Sagar, 
Bhubaneswar, Dist-
Khordha, Odisha-751006 
declare that I have 
changed my name 
from Salman Tamanga 
to Sal Man Lo (New 
Name). Henceforth, I 
shall be known as Sal 
Man Lo (New Name) 
for all purposes.                       
Sai Man Lo

By virtue of  an 
affi davit sworn 
before Notary Public, 
Bhubaneswar, dated 
19.09.2025, Address: 
Flat No.508, S-Block, 
Trident Galaxy, Kalinga 
Vihar, Near TATA 
Ariana, Andharua, 
Bhubaneswar, 
Dist-Khordha, I, 
PRIYADARSHINI 
BEHARA, D/o Prashant 
Kumar Behara declare 
that my father’s actual 
name is PRASANT 
KUMAR BEHARA. But 
some documents my 
father’s name wrongly 
mentioned PRASANT 
BEHARA. So PRASANT 
KUMAR BEHARA and 
PRASANT BEHARA is 
same and one person.
PRIYADARSHINI 
BEHARA

By virtue of  an 
affi davit sworn before 
Executive Magistrate, 
Cuttack, Dt-13.08.2025. I, 
Harshdeep Kaur Dugal, 
declare that, I have 
changed my name from 
Harshdeep Kaur Dugal 
to Harshdeep Kaur 
having my permanent 
address : At-Nimasahi, 
PO-Buxibazar, PS-
Purighat, Dist-Cuttack, 
PIN-753001, Henceforth, 
I shall be known as 
Harshdeep Kaur.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

MANOJ KUMAR JENA, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: After 
the School and Mass Education 
Minister Nityananda Gond in-
formed the ongoing Monsoon 
session that the government 
is considering a proposal to in-
troduce Bhagavad Gita sessions 
in schools to strengthen and 
promote students’ intellectual 
development, the opposition 
parties strongly objected to the 
idea, arguing that such a move 
could undermine democratic 
principles.

State Congress spokesper-
son Prashant Satpathy criti-
cised the move, saying, “The 
BJP is using religion for polit-
ical gain. Simply reading the 
Bhagavad Gita in schools will 
not enhance students’ intellect; 
proper guidance through their 
regular syllabus will. Schools 
have students from diverse 
religious backgrounds—if this 
proposal is approved, will the 
government also allow sessions 
on the Quran, Bible, and other 
religious texts? School is not a 
place to play the religion card, 
and the ruling party must un-
derstand this.”

Similarly, CPI(M) state secre-
tary Suresh Chandra Panigra-
hy alleged, “The state govern-
ment appears to be pushing for 
saffronisation of the education 

system, replacing history with 
mythology. At a time when our 
students need exposure to AI 
and advanced education to com-
pete globally, the government 
is steering the system back to 
a medieval mindset. This must 
stop, and if implemented, we 
will vehemently oppose it.

The All India Students’ Fed-
eration (AISF) state unit has 
strongly opposed the proposal, 
calling it highly objectionable 
and unacceptable. AISF state 
president Sanghamitra Jena 

said, “India is a secular coun-
try, and government schools 
serve children from diverse 
communities. Our education 
system must remain universal, 
secular, scientifi c, and demo-
cratic. Promoting any particu-
lar religion or ideology through 
schools goes against the spirit 
of the Constitution. Scriptures 
like the Gita, Quran, or Bible 
belong to religious institutions, 
not state-run schools. Turning 
schools into religious labora-
tories will endanger both de-
mocracy and social justice,” 
she warned.

However, the BJD backed the 
proposal while emphasising 
that similar provision should 
be made for other religions. 
Party spokesperson Lenin Mo-
hanty said, “Making children 
read and listen to the Bhagavad 
Gita can be enriching, teaching 
important life lessons. At the 
same time, students should also 
have the opportunity to learn 
from the sacred scriptures of 
Sikh, Christian, and Muslim 
communities, as we live in a 
multi-religious country with 
a secular outlook. The state 
government should also con-
sider making moral science 
classes compulsory.” When 
approached for comment on 
the matter, the BJP did not re-
spond.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: Chief 
Secretary Manoj Ahuja re-
viewed the preparations ahead 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit September 27. 

A high-level meeting at Lok 
Seva Bhawan here Saturday 
was attended by Development 
Commissioner and Addition-
al Chief Secretary Anu Garg, 
Additional Chief Secretary 
(Home) Satyabrata Sahu and 
Ganjam Collector V Keerthi 
Vasan (virtually). Higher Edu-
cation Commissioner-cum-Sec-
retary Aravind Agrawal made 
a detailed presentation on the 
programme arrangements.

The PM will participate 
in the national-level ‘Seva 
Parv’ programme in Ber-
hampur, where he is set 
to inaugurate and lay the 
foundation stone of a series 
of development projects in 
Odisha and other states.

Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi Friday chaired a 
preparatory meeting and is-
sued necessary instructions 
to offi cials regarding arrange-
ments for the PM’s visit. 

Nayapalli pandal to showcase Kerala’s Kathakali

Row over ‘Gita in schools’

Opposition parties slam the 
proposal to introduce Gita 

sessions in schools, calling it a 
threat to secular education and 
accusing the government of 
saffronisation

BJD supports the move but 
urges similar sessions 

for other religious texts and 
recommends making moral 
science classes compulsory

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: The 
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) Saturday 
announced plans to gherao the 
Assembly September 23, pro-
testing what it described as the 
BJP government’s attempts to 
weaken the three-tier Pancha-
yati Raj system and undermine 
grassroots democracy.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at Shankha Bhawan here, 
BJD vice-president Debi Prasad 
Mishra alleged that since as-
suming power, the BJP gov-
ernment has been curtailing the 
constitutional powers of elect-
ed panchayat representatives 
while concentrating authority 
in the hands of bureaucrats and 
party functionaries. “The Con-
stitution empowers the Pancha-
yati Raj system to promote rural 
development and decentralisa-
tion. But instead of empowering 
the people, the BJP government 
has been systematically slash-
ing budgets and diminishing the 
role of Gram Sabhas, Pancha-
yats, Panchayat Samitis, and 
Zilla Parishads,” Mishra said.

He further alleged that funds 
for key rural schemes have been 
reduced, and MGNREGA work-
ers are being denied their right-
ful wages. “This is nothing but an 
attempt to cripple Panchayati Raj 
institutions and undermine elect-
ed representatives,” he added.

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: With 
Durga Puja slated from Septem-
ber 28 to October 2, the City is 
gearing up for grand celebra-
tions. Artisans are busy con-
structing elaborate pandals, 
installing idols, and setting up 
cultural stages. The ten-day 
festival, honouring the god-
dess as a symbol of femininity 
and power, remains a major so-
cio-cultural event, showcasing 
art, music, dance, food, and tra-
ditional rituals such as Sindoor 
Khela and Dhunuchi Naach.

In recent years, one cele-
bration has expanded beyond 
its traditional roots—Dandi-
ya Nights. Originally a hall-
mark of Gujarat’s Navratri, 
the vibrant dance festival has 
evolved into a cultural bridge, 
attracting participants from 
diverse communities across 
Bhubaneswar.

“Many think Navratri in 
Gujarat is just about wearing 
ghagra choli and dancing, but 
it’s much more,” says Arpita 
Rathod, Project Staff at Raven-
shaw University and a Gujarati 
herself. “Traditionally, Garba 
features a decorated clay pot 
lit with a diya, symbolising de-
votion, around which people 
dance while singing folk songs. 
Dandiya with sticks became 
part of the celebration over 
time. Today, even outside Gu-

jarat, it is celebrated on a grand 
scale. In big cities, celebrities 
perform, passes can be expen-
sive, and some folk elements get 
lost—but it still brings people 
together in joy.”

The festival’s inclusivi-
ty adds to its charm. Simpu 
Agrawal Sahoo, a Marwari 
entrepreneur, notes, “Dandiya 
isn’t originally part of our cul-
ture. In Marwari households, 

we observe Kanya Bhojan on 
the 8th or 9th day of Navratri, 
worshipping nine girls as forms 
of Durga. Yet, I’ve been playing 
Dandiya since I was 12 because 
it celebrates womanhood and 
togetherness. Every year, my 
group participates at Pardarsh-
ini Padia, making it a cherished 
tradition.

For many Gujaratis living 
away from their home state, the 

festival evokes nostalgia. Renu-
ka Joshi, who works from home 
in Bhubaneswar, describes it as 
“the most magical time of the 
year.” She adds, “In Gujarat, 
grounds are booked months in 
advance, and the celebrations 
are massive. Now, in Odisha 
too, it has gained widespread 
acceptance. From restaurants 
adjusting menus to shops thriv-
ing with festive sales, the entire 
city feels transformed.”

Organisers confi rm its grow-
ing popularity. Umakanta Tan-
di, Media In-charge of Prayas, 
which has hosted Dandiya 
Nights in Bhubaneswar for 12 
years, says, “Earlier, we had 
around 2,000 attendees; now we 
see 5,000–6,000 daily. This year, 
our event at Pardarshini Padia 
runs from September 26 to Oc-
tober 2, with tickets priced at 
`200. We prioritise safety, with 
women-led security, vegetarian 
stalls, and participant facilities. 
The event is no longer limited 
to Gujaratis—people from all 
communities join in.”

Ahuja reviews prep 
ahead of PM’s visit

Capital prepares for Dandiya nights surge
Dandiya Nights in 

Bhubaneswar sees 
growing popularity, 

with daily attendance 
rising from 2,000 to 

around 6,000

BJD to gherao 
Assembly Sept 23

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 20: Mem-
bers of the High School Health 
& Physical Education Teachers’ 
Association (HSHPETA) of Odi-
sha staged a protest at Lower 
PMG Saturday, pressing the 
state government to fulfi ll their 
four-point charter of demands.

Their key demands include 
upgrading the minimum qual-
ifi cation for Physical Educa-
tion Teachers (PETs) from +2 
to Graduation (+3), introduc-

ing Health and Physical Edu-
cation as a 100-mark subject 
(theory and practical) in the 
high school syllabus, granting 
PETs the Trained Graduate 
Teacher (TGT) pay scale, and 
ensuring their inclusion in the 
state cadre fi le.

HSHPETA leaders stressed 
that physical education is es-
sential for holistic student de-
velopment, promoting health, 
discipline, and a foundation for 
sports excellence at the grass-
roots level. They lamented that 

PETs are often asked to teach 
subjects like English and Math-
ematics while being denied the 
chance to teach their own dis-
cipline. Citing the National Ed-
ucation Policy (NEP) 2020 and 
practices in other states, the 
association demanded the im-
mediate introduction of phys-
ical education as a full-fl edged 
100-mark subject in Odisha’s 
high schools.

Protesters also highlighted 
disparities in qualifi cations and 
pay. While teachers of other 

subjects must hold a graduation 
degree, the minimum qualifi ca-
tion for PETs remains +2, cre-
ating inequality despite PETs 
clearing OSSTET, completing 
professional training, and qual-
ifying in Regular High School 
Teacher (RHT) recruitment 
exams. HSHPETA called on the 
government to address these 
long-pending issues to ensure 
fair recognition, pay parity, 
and the promotion of physical 
education in the state’s educa-
tion system.

HSHPETA members stage protest in City

BEACH CLEANUP: The Astaranga Panchayat Samiti marked International Coastal Cleanup Day Saturday at Pir Jahania Beach under the Swachhata Hi 
Seva Campaign 2025. Among others, MP’s representative Dibakar Chatoi, block vice-chairman Durjaya Mishra, and Sarpanchs Ramachandra Kandi, Bijay 
Khandual, and Kshirod Kandi were present. Volunteers, including schoolchildren, coastal women, and environmentalists Soumya Ranjan Biswal, Charulata 
Biswal and Bichitrananda Biswal joined the campaign with Puri Wildlife Division, Sagar Bandhu Trust, APOWA, Saraswati Sishu Mandir, and OPSA Trust. 

OP PHOTO
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Kendrapara, Sept 20: 
A 17-year-old college 
girl consumed poison-
ous substance after she 
was allegedly raped by 
a youth in Kendrapara 
district, police said Sat-
urday, adding that they 
arrested a 21-year-old 
youth for his alleged in-
volvement in the crime. 

The crime was com-
mitted September 10. 
However, it came to light 
after the traumatised 
victim, who had alleged-
ly attempted to com-
mit suicide, mustered 
the courage to lodge a 
complaint against the 
accused Friday, the 
police said.

After consuming toxic 
substances to end her life 
September 10, the victim 
was hospitalised. She 
was discharged Friday. 
Acting on the complaint 
of the victim, 
police arrest-
ed the accused 
Saturday.

The rape 
survivor had 
named Chintu 

Jena of Damodarpur 
village as the perpetrator 
of the crime and alleged 
that the accused be-
friended her on a social 
media platform recently 
and invited her to his 
house September 10, a 
police offi cer said.

However, the mother 
of the accused told him 
to drop her off at her 
house immediately, as 
she had come alone to 
their house in the eve-
ning. But on the way, the 
accused forcefully took 
her to a deserted cashew 
fi eld and allegedly raped 
her, the offi cer said.

The police offi cer 
further said that the ac-
cused also assaulted the 
girl when she unsuc-
cessfully tried to resist 
his heinous crime. The 
accused also threatened 
to kill her if she told any-
one about the incident.

After reaching her 

house, the girl con-
sumed poison. Subse-
quently, the parents of 
the victim girl, study-
ing Plus II Arts in a 
college, rushed her to a 
hospital on the night of 
September 10, soon after 
fi nding out that she had 
consumed poison, the 
police said.

The accused Chintu 
Jena, booked under rel-
evant sections of BNS 
and section 6 (rape) of 
the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act, has 
been remanded to judi-
cial custody after the 
local court rejected his 
bail application, said 
Sanjay Kumar Mallick, 
the Inspector-In-Charge 
(IIC) of Rajkanika 
police station.

Police arrested the ac-
cused within six to seven 
hours of the registration 
of the complaint, he said.

Minor rape victim consumes 
poison; accused arrested

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargarh, Sept 20: With 
the Bargarh Cancer Hos-
pital remaining non-func-
tional for over a week 
amid absence of doctors, 
resentment has grown 
among the residents of the 
western Odisha town. The 
issue has drawn greater 
attention as State Health 
and Family Welfare Min-
ister Dr Mukesh Mahal-
ing also holds charge of 
the district.

A delegation from the 
United Forum for Cancer 
Hospital at Bargarh met 
Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi Friday and 
urged immediate steps to 
make the hospital fully 
operational. After receiv-
ing their memorandum 
and holding discussions, 
the Chief Minister as-
sured that the facility 
would start functioning 
soon.

Former Chief Minis-
ter Naveen Patnaik had 
approved the hospital 
following demands from 
the Fighters Group of 
Bargarh, various organ-
isations, and the United 
Forum. By January 2024, 
the hospital was inaugu-
rated with equipment in-
stalled and three doctors 
and paramedical staff 
appointed. The hospital, 
however, has remained 
idle for over a week after 
the appointed doctors left 
to pursue higher studies, 
fuelling public discontent.

During Friday’s meet-
ing, forum members 
pointed out that chemo-

therapy services had 
been completely halted. 
They said hematinic 
tablets used alongside 
chemotherapy were be-
ing supplied to Bargarh 
through the Acharya 
Harihar Regional Can-
cer Centre in Cuttack by 
the Odisha State Medical 
Corporation Ltd. (OSM-
CL), but the quantity was 
inadequate. The forum 
demanded that OSMCL 
supply the medicines di-
rectly to Bargarh.

Majhi instructed the 
health minister to take 
steps to address the issue. 
The government, he said, 
had already reviewed op-
tions for hospital man-
agement and would act 
swiftly to make the facil-
ity fully operational.

The meeting was at-
tended by Health and 
Family Welfare Minister 
Dr Mukesh Mahaling, 
Revenue and Disaster 
Management Minister 

Suresh Pujari, Chief 
Whip and Boudh MLA Sa-
roj Kumar Pradhan, Sam-
balpur MLA Jayanarayan 
Mishra, Bargarh MLA 
Ashwini Kumar Saran-
gi, Attabira MLA Nihar 
Ranjan Mahanand, Bije-
pur MLA Sanat Kumar 
Gartia, and Bhatli MLA 
Irasis Acharya, among 
others.

Later, the delegation 
met Mahaling separately, 
pressing him to expedite 
the hospital’s activation 
and ensure direct sup-
ply of hematinic tablets 
in adequate quantities. 
Mahaling assured that 
immediate instructions 
would be issued.

The delegation in-
cluded forum convener 
Pradeep Debata, chief co-
ordinator Krushnachan-
dra Panda, coordinators 
Rabi Panda, Pratap Nay-
ak, Deepak Rath, Bharat 
Sahu, Gopal Sharma, and 
Dipesh Joshi.

Bargarh cancer hospital lies 
defunct; CM assures remedy

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Sundargarh, 
Sept 20: Noted trade union 
leader and former Odisha MLA 
George Tirkey died early Satur-
day, his family said. He was 67.

Tirkey, who was undergoing 
treatment at a hospital here for 
the last three months due to sev-
eral health issues, died around 
1am.

His last rites will be performed 
at his ancestral village Jhun-
mur, in Sundargarh district.

Tirkey was elected to the state 
Assembly four times in 1995, 
2000, 2009 and 2014 from Biram-
itrapur Assembly segment in 
Sundargarh district.

A popular tribal leader, Tirkey 
was elected twice on a JMM tick-
et, and once each as an Indepen-
dent candidate and a nominee 
of Samata Kranti Dal, founded 
by him.

His son Rohit Joseph Tirkey 
was elected to Biramitrapur 
Assembly segment in 2024 on a 
BJD ticket.

Condoling his death, Deputy 
Chief Minister KV Singh Deo 
said, “Deeply saddened by the 
passing of George Tirkey ji, 
former MLA from Biramitra-
pur and a respected voice from 

Sundargarh. His decades of pub-
lic service -- across four terms in 
the Odisha Assembly -- refl ect-
ed a deep commitment to tribal 
rights, grassroots leadership, 
and principled politics. Odisha 
has lost a dedicated son of the 
soil. May Mahaprabhu Shri Ja-
gannath bless his soul and give 
strength to his family and admir-
ers in this hour of grief.”

Former chief minister and 
BJD president Naveen Patnaik 
and Odisha Pradesh Congress 
Committee (OPCC) president 
Bhakta Charan Das also ex-
pressed condolences over Tir-
key’s demise.

4-time MLA George
Tirkey passes away

Keonjhar/Hatadihi: The Union Ministry of Mines has 
asked the Odisha government to explain alleged large-scale 
irregularities and misuse of Keonjhar district’s District 
Mineral Foundation (DMF) funds since 2017, in violation 
of the Odisha DMF Rules. In a letter dated September 8, 
2025, issued under fi le No. M.IV-7/58/2023-Mines IV, the 
ministry directed Chief Secretary Manoj Ahuja to provide 
specifi c remarks on the allegations. The ministry said the 
Keonjhar DMF had submitted a report July 8, 2025, which 
was forwarded to the ministry by the chief secretary’s offi ce 
August 4, 2025, through letter No. 11135/PTI-PC-DMFC-
DMF-0012-2025. However, the report lacked clear comments 
or observations from the state government. The ministry’s 
letter referred to allegations of unauthorised spending of 
DMF grants on various projects without the approval of the 
trust board, irregular selection of the Project Management 
Unit, advance salary payments and arbitrary hikes in staff 
strength and pay, irregular use of contingency funds, misuse 
of interest and project funds, unauthorised appointments, 
awarding of contracts without tenders, and arbitrary 
increases in estimated project costs.

Centre seeks clarifi cation 
over DMF funds misuse

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargaon, Sept 20: Po-
lice Saturday detained 
four persons, including 
a woman’s husband, af-
ter a video showing her 
being stripped, beaten 
and paraded in a village 
square went viral un-
der this police limits in 
Sundargarh district.

The incident took 
place at Birimunda vil-
lage near Timna village 
under the Bargaon police 
station limits. However, 
no formal complaint has 
been fi led yet, police said.

Sources said the wom-
an’s husband works in 
Bangalore. During his ab-
sence, she had developed 
a relationship with a local 
unmarried youth. The 
youth had stayed at her 
house for four days. Vil-
lagers, angered by the af-
fair, called a meeting last 

week where both admitted 
to their relationship.

Meanwhile, the wom-
an’s husband returned 
from Bangalore and 
learnt about her rela-
tionship with the youth. 
Enraged, the accused 
husband allegedly 
stripped the woman and 
assaulted her in public. 
He even took her to a 
local hospital and got 
her treated. No one had 
lodged any complaint at 
the police station. How-
ever, the matter came 
to the fore after video of 
her being paraded naked 
went viral on social me-
dia platforms.

After the video sur-
faced, Sundargarh SP 
Amritpal Kaur, Addi-
tional SP Santa Samad, 
SDPO Bibhuti Bhusan 
Bhoi and local police 
visited the site and con-
ducted an investigation.

Woman paraded naked;
hubby, 3 more detained

Kurmi stir affects train services
Baripada/Keonjhar: Train services were affected in 
Mayurbhanj district Saturday as members of the Kurmi 
community blocked railway tracks, demanding Scheduled 
Tribe status. Hundreds of men, women and children 
under the banner of the Odisha Kurmi Sena blocked the 
railway tracks at Bhanjapur railway station. They held the 
Bangriposi-Bhubaneswar Super Fast Express for over 20 
minutes before being removed from the tracks, an offi cial 
said. Odisha Kurmi Sena president Divyasingh Mahanta said 
they were fi ghting for the community’s constitutional rights. 
Members of the Kurmi community also staged a rail roko at 
Naranpur railway station in Keonjhar district. The protest 
was held under the leadership of Chittaranjan Mahanta, 
following a call from Ajit Prasad Mahato, national president 
of the Adivasi Kurmi Samaj.



T he Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh is celebrating its cen-
tenary and its epic successes in the cultural, and, espe-
cially, political field. Readers who are familiar with the 

organisation, the font of Hindutva ideology, but unclear about 
what it specifically stands for might benefit from this column. 
The RSS’s longest-serving (33 years from 1940 to 1973) chief was 
MS Golwalkar. Two books are attributed to him, of which one is 
disowned. The other one, Bunch of Thoughts, is the subject here 
and we will look at what it says. It must be noted that it is not a 
book in the sense that it is a written work, but a compilation of 
Golwalkar’s speeches and interviews and excerpts thereof. This 
gives it a jumpy and sporadic feel, but it is worth going through 
nonetheless. What follows is your columnist’s representation of 
Golwalkar’s views, in as unbiased a fashion as is possible.

Golwalkar says the RSS called itself the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh and not the Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh. This was because 
‘Rashtriya’ naturally means Hindu and therefore the word ‘Hindu’ 
need not be used. The fi rst RSS head Keshav Hedgewar had said: ‘If 
we use the word Hindu it will only mean that we consider ourselves 
only as one of the innumerable communities in this land and that 
we do not realise our natural status as the 
nationals of this country.’

Savarkar’s Hindu Mahasabha was wrong 
in once having passed a resolution that the 
Congress should not give up its nationalist 
position by holding talks with the Muslim 
League but instead asking the Hindu Ma-
hasabha to do so. This ceded equal position 
to the Muslims and was a perversion of the 
reality that India was wholly and only a 
Hindu Rashtra.

Federalism was a problem and the only 
way out was to be courageous enough to 
declare a unitary type of government by 
amending the Constitution. The country 
was one, the people were one, and therefore 
India ought to have only a single govern-
ment and a single legislature. Executive au-
thority could be distributed, but legislative 
authority should be one and not devolved 
to the states. One central legislature for the 
whole of the country should satisfy the de-
mands of democracy.

India was special in the world because it 
offered something nobody else could and 
that was Hindu thought. The excellence 
of Hindu thought was that it alone knew 
something about the nature of the soul. 
This could be proved because it was only 
in India that from ancient times individu-
als rose to unravel the mystery of human 
nature, the ‘science of spirit’. Golwalkar 
says Jesus saw Satan and the prophet met 
Gabriel. It was only in India that sages ac-
tually saw god. Westerners, no matter how 
much they understood the science of mat-
ter, would remain ignorant of the science 
of spirit. This unique offering was under 
threat because Hindus were abandoning 
their ancient wisdoms and it was the RSS 
which must revive them within India and 
organise Hindu society. It would do this 
by reversing the things that were damaging Hindus. Progressive 
societies were permissive. This lead to licentious behaviour with 
respect to sex, food, drinks, family life and free social intercourse. 
These things did not produce real happiness. The individual must 
subsume himself into the larger nation, else the social fabric would 
be destroyed. This was what Hindu philosophy promoted and that 
was what would make Hindus happy.

All Hindus did not have this special Hindu knowledge; only some 
did. The common mass of people needed to be properly educated 
and enlightened. Making them merely literate would not serve the 
purpose because this special knowledge would still be absent. People 
were unequal in other ways also. Democracy was fl awed because it 
excluded experts and preferred politicians. Panchayats functioned 
best when run along caste lines, to represent the interests of society 
as a whole. Elections should not be competitive but unanimous. 
(Again, if this sounds disjointed and rambling, it is because that is 
how Bunch of Thoughts is put together).

India was the nation from the oceans to the Himalayas. Not just the 
edge of the mountains but beyond them, which is why the ancients 
had places of pilgrimage (Kailash Mansarovar) on the northern side, 
making these regions ‘our live boundary’. Tibet was the abode of the 
gods and the Hindu epics also give Hindus possession of Afghani-
stan, Burma, Iran and Lanka. Bharat Mata, for thousands of years, 
had dipped her arms in the two seas, from Iran to Singapore, with 
Sri Lanka as a lotus petal offered at her sacred feet. Bhoomi poojan 
was done because the entire earth was sacred, but Bharat Mata was 
the most sacred. She needed total devotion, and not engagement 
through the intellect.

Partition was unacceptable because it was not a division of proper-
ty between brothers: one does not cut up one’s mother as settlement. 
The concept of Hindu Rashtra was not a mere bundle of political and 
economic rights. It was essentially cultural and not political or legal. 
It revealed itself through the urge for realisation of God: a ‘living’ 
god and not an idol or immaterial form. ‘Our People Are Our God’ is 
what the ancients had said. But they had not meant all our people. 
Ramakrishna Paramhans and Vivekanand said, ‘Serve man.’ But 
man in the sense of humanity was too wide and cannot be grasped. 
It should be an Almighty with certain limitations. Man here meant 
only the Hindu people. The ancients did not use the word ‘Hindu’ 
but they did say in the Rig Veda that the sun and moon are his eyes, 
the stars and skies created from his navel and that Brahmin is the 
head, King the hands, Vaishya the thighs and Shudra the feet. The 
people who had this fourfold arrangement were the God. Service to 
and worship of this caste-defi ned society was then service to God.

There is more, and we will take it up another day.

F
ew policy ideas are 
as radical– or as mis-
leadingly packaged 
– as “freedom cit-

ies.” Championed by Silicon 
Valley’s techno-libertarian 
elite and recently embraced 
by right-wing politicians like 
Donald Trump, the idea is to 
create digitally powered, mas-
ter-planned enclaves of dereg-
ulated innovation.

It sounds promising. Free-
dom-city advocates want to 
cut through bureaucratic red 
tape, revive innovation, and 
solve America’s housing crisis. 
In practice, however, such proj-
ects risk becoming redoubts for 
the wealthy – managerial fi ef-
doms where inequality is built 
into the foundations. While pro-
moters speak the language of 
liberty, their model outsources 
governance to corporate boards 
rather than the ballot box.

Still, the core idea of using 
purpose-built settlements as 
platforms for experimenta-
tion should not be dismissed. 
Throughout history, cities 
have served as crucibles for 
political and economic reform. 
From Periclean Athens to mod-
ern-day Barcelona, urban com-
munities have pioneered inno-
vations in governance, plan-
ning, and participation. The 
challenge lies not in building 
new cities, but in ensuring that 
they serve democracy, rather 
than undermine it.

Trump’s 2023 proposal to 
launch ten freedom cities on 
federal land was not conjured 
from thin air. The concept has 
intellectual roots in Nobel lau-
reate economist Paul Romer’s 
“charter city” model, original-
ly designed as a lever for eco-
nomic renewal in developing 
countries. Venture capitalists 
later reinterpreted the idea, 
envisioning privately managed 
start-up cities insulated from 
oversight. Investors like Sam 
Altman, Marc Andreessen, 
Brian Armstrong, and Peter 
Thielpromote such enclaves 
as testing grounds for AI, bio-
tech, and fi ntech; think tanks 
like the American Enterprise 
Institute have proposed dozens 

of new cities on federal land; 
and a newly created Freedom 
Cities Coalition is pushing to 
build “as many as the market 
can handle.”

Experiments of this kind are 
already underway. In Hondu-
ras, the short-lived “Próspera” 
project was backed by US in-
vestors and briefl y operated 
under its own regulatory re-
gime before succumbing to 
democratic backlash and litiga-
tion. In California, Andreessen 
and partners have launched 
“California Forever,” a plan 
for a 400,000-person settlement 
in Solano County designed to 
bypass zoning restrictions. 
Thiel’s seasteading movement 
goes further, envisioning au-
tonomous city-states in inter-
national waters. And in 2025, 
investors unveiled plans for 
a high-tech enclave in Green-
land. Marketed as a hub for AI, 
advanced energy, and geoengi-
neering, it has been criticized 
as a form of neo-colonialism 
that threatens protected eco-
systems and Indigenous lands.

At their core, these ventures 
are less about improving cit-
ies than about reimagining 
sovereignty. Angel investor 
Balaji Srinivasan envisions 
“network states” governed 
through blockchain by online 
communities that crowdsource 
land. Far-right blogger Curtis 
Yarvin promotes “corporate 
monarchies” run by unelect-
edCEOs.What unites their 
visions is nota passion forur-
banism, but hostilitytoward de-

mocracy. Citizenship becomes 
a subscription, governance a 
service, and rights an after-
thought.

Hoarycriticism of govern-
ment ineffi ciency provides 
these projects with political 
cover. Freedom-city advocates 
rail against zoning rules, per-
mitting delays, and oversight, 
tapping into widespread frus-
trations about housing and 
infrastructure. They see labor 
rights, environmental protec-
tions, and civic participation 
as ineffi ciencies to be “opti-
mized away.” The result is less 
Athens than Amazon: effi cient, 
centralized, profi t-driven, and 
lacking any democratic ac-
countability.

History offers warnings. 
Top-down planned capitals 
like Brasília and Chandigarh 
may have offered dazzling 
architecture, but they have 
struggled to create resilient, 
inclusive communities. The 
company towns of the twenti-
eth century showed how cor-
porate control of housing and 
services further entrenches 
inequality and erodes rights. 
Without safeguards, freedom 
cities risk repeating these mis-
takes under a new digital gloss.

But cities have been engines 
of democratic renewal, and 
they could be again. Athens 
institutionalized civic partic-
ipation through the boule and 
dikasteria (citizen-run coun-
cils and courts, respectively). 
Though fl awed by modern 
standards, these institutions 

were revolutionary in treat-
ing governance as a collective 
endeavor.

Later, in the nineteenth 
century, Charles Fourier’s 
phalanstères inspired experi-
ments in cooperative housing. 
In the twentieth century, Co-
penhagen’s Freetown Christi-
ania and Arizona’s Arcosanti 
modeled alternative self-gov-
ernance and sustainability. 
And more recently, Barcelona 
pioneered participatory digital 
platforms, Vienna and Zurich 
expanded cooperative housing, 
and Helsinki and Taipei de-
veloped civic tech commons. 
These imperfect but instruc-
tive examples show that urban 
reinvention can expand democ-
racy rather than diminish it.

Progressives should reclaim 
the freedom-city debate, not 
cede it to techno-authoritari-
ans. New cities could serve as 
sandboxes for democratic inno-
vation. They could have partic-
ipatory assemblies instead of 
corporate charters. Housing 
could be seen as a right, rath-
er than as an investment. Dig-
ital sovereignty would prevail 
over digital colonialism. The 
toolsexist: cooperative gover-
nance, climate-adaptivedesign, 
universal basic services, and 
public digital goods are already 
being tested worldwide.

The battle over freedom 
cities is about more than zon-
ing, taxes, or land use. It is 
about the future of political 
governance itself.The choice 
is stark, and it is one we can-
not afford to ignore. One path 
leads to privatized archipela-
gos of privilege, optimized for 
effi ciency and enforced by al-
gorithms and surveillance. The 
other leads to civic platforms 
that can renew democracy and 
harness technology to drive so-
cial and economic inclusion.

Robert Muggah is a 
member of the World 

Economic Forum’s Global 
Future Council on Cities of 

Tomorrow while  Carlo 
Ratti is Director of the 

Senseable City Lab at MIT
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SPECTRUM GEOPOLITICS

A relook at India's Eurasian strategy

AI-driven governance

Sir, Albania has become the fi rst country to ap-
point an Artifi cial Intelligence–based ‘minister.’ 
Called Diella, this non-human AI avatar supervis-
es public procurement and combats corruption, 
working round-the-clock and receiving citizen 
inputs at any time. Japan has already shown 
interest in replicating such a model. The move 
signals a global shift toward algorithm-driven gov-
ernance but also raises concerns over values, ac-
countability, privacy and bias. If adopted in India, 
it could revolutionise public procurement, speed 
up grievance redressal and reduce corruption 
through real-time oversight. However, it would 
also demand strict legal safeguards, transparency 
standards and culturally sensitive algorithms to 
avoid misuse and protect citizens’ rights. India’s 
response is likely to be cautious—piloting AI in 
limited sectors fi rst—while closely studying Alba-
nia’s results before scaling up nationwide..  

RS Narula, PATIALA

There is a great beauty 
in simplicity

 THE MOTHER DEREGULATED INNOVATION
CULTURE

T he 2025 Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation 
(SCO) summit in Tianjin 

offered India both visibility and 
a reminder of the structural 
limits of its Eurasian engage-
ment. Since joining the SCO in 
2017, New Delhi has sought to 
navigate between Moscow and 
Beijing, strengthen its foothold 
in Central Asia, and hedge 
against encirclement through 
alternative partnerships. The 
Tianjin gathering confi rmed 
that the SCO is a useful plat-
form for dialogue, but hardly 
one where India can decisive-
ly shape outcomes. China and 
Russia continue to dominate, 
Pakistan remains disruptive, 
and Central Asian states defer 
to the larger powers. For India, 
the SCO is therefore less about 
infl uence and more about pres-
ence: being at the table without 
expecting to rewrite the rules.

This reality forces New Delhi 
to think beyond Eurasia’s im-
mediate geography. Russia re-
mains a valuable partner—dis-
counted energy, legacy defence 
cooperation, and strategic cor-
ridors like the Chennai–Vladi-
vostok route is signifi cant. Yet 
the risks are evident: exposure 

to Western sanctions, Moscow’s 
deepening dependence on Bei-
jing, and limited scope for India 
to expand in Central Asia under 
Russia’s shadow. Overreliance 
on this axis narrows rather 
than broadens India’s strategic 
autonomy.

At the same time, the volatil-
ity of US politics under Donald 
Trump’s presidency serves as 
another reminder that partner-
ships in today’s world must be 
judged not only by capabili-
ty but also by predictability. 
India cannot afford to tie its 
long-term Eurasian and In-
do-Pacifi c strategies to actors 
whose reliability is subject to 
domestic swings or geopolitical 
entanglements.

Here is where Europe, often 
overlooked in Indian debates 
on Eurasia, enters the picture. 
Unlike Russia’s transactional 
dependence or America’s po-
litical oscillations, the Europe-
an Union offers India what it 
increasingly needs: stability, 
institutional reliability, and 
long-term partnership. For New 
Delhi, Europe is less a matter 
of crisis diplomacy and more 
a source of durable alignment. 

The EU has already signalled 

its readiness to invest in India’s 
rise. The 2021 EU–India Con-
nectivity Partnership laid the 
groundwork for cooperation in 
digital, transport, energy, and 
people-to-people exchanges. 
For India, plugging into these 
European-led initiatives means 
access to fi nancing, technology, 
and political backing that can 
translate strategic rhetoric into 
tangible infrastructure. 

For Indian strategists, the 
lesson is clear: Eurasian en-
gagement should not be framed 
as a binary choice between Rus-
sia and China, or even between 
Eurasia and the Indo-Pacifi c. 
Rather, it should be approached 
as a spectrum, where Europe, 
anchored in stability and val-
ues, can balance the uncertain-
ties of other partnerships. 

This does not mean aban-
doning Moscow or diluting 
ties with Washington. It means 
broadening the toolkit. Russia 
will remain indispensable in 
defence and energy; the US 
continues to be India’s partner 
in high-tech and Indo-Pacifi c 
security. But neither provides 
the kind of structural stability 
that Europe can offer. In this 
sense, engaging Europe is not 

simply diversifi cation—it is 
investment in resilience.

As India refl ects on Tianjin 
and the SCO, the message is 
that presence alone does not 
guarantee infl uence. The real 
challenge lies in transforming 
visibility into strategic auton-
omy. Here, Europe—stable, 
predictable, and aligned with 
India’s democratic ethos—can 
serve as the partner that New 
Delhi needs to navigate an in-
creasingly volatile world. By 
investing in European part-
nerships through Global Gate-
way, advancing joint clean 
energy projects, and working 
with Poland and other CEE 
states to connect Indo-Pacifi c 
and European strategies, India 
can secure not only short-term 
diversifi cation but also long-
term resilience. In a century 
marked by shifting alliances 
and intensifying rivalries, 
Europe offers India something 
increasingly rare: a partner 
that combines capability with 
predictability.

The writer is Expert, 
Centre for International 

Relations, Poland
INFA

The battle over freedom cities is about more 
than zoning, taxes, or land use. It is about the 

future of political governance itself
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BRASÍLIA AND 
CHANDIGARH 

MAY HAVE 
OFFERED 

DAZZLING 
ARCHITECTURE, 
BUT THEY HAVE 

STRUGGLED 
TO CREATE 
RESILIENT, 
INCLUSIVE 

COMMUNITIES

The ancients 
did not use the 

word ‘Hindu’ 
but they did 

say in the Rig 
Veda that the 
sun and moon 

are his eyes, 
the stars and 
skies created 

from his navel 
and that 

Brahmin is the 
head, King the 

hands, Vaishya 
the thighs and 

Shudra 
the feet

Robert Muggah & 
Carlo Ratti

Aakar Patel

EUROPE OFFERS 
INDIA SOMETHING 

INCREASINGLY 
RARE: A PARTNER 
THAT COMBINES 

CAPABILITY WITH 
PREDICTABILITY

Piotr Opalinski

WISDOM CORNER

There is no failure. It's only un-fi nished success  and every 
artist was fi rst an amateur  
 RAJA RAVI VARMA

If you hear a voice within you say 'you cannot paint,' then by 
all means paint, and that voice will be silenced 
 VINCENT VAN GOGH

Every positive value has its price in negative terms... the 
genius of Einstein leads to Hiroshima
 PABLO PICASSO

True trailblazer

Sir, Asia’s fi rst woman train driver, 
Surekha Yadav, has offi cially retired 
after an illustrious 36-year career 
with Indian Railways, marking the 
end of an inspiring journey. Breaking 
barriers in a male-dominated fi eld, 
Yadav became a trailblazer when she 
took the controls as the region’s fi rst 
female loco pilot and went on to serve 
with dedication, skill, and passion. 
Her remarkable legacy not only trans-
formed the face of Indian Railways 
but also inspired countless women 
to chase their dreams fearlessly. 
Her retirement is being celebrated as 
the conclusion of a historic chapter, 
leaving behind a powerful message 
of determination and empowerment. 

CK Jayanthy Maniam, 
COIMBATORE 

Gaza genocide

Sir, It is unfortunate that the entire 
world remains a passive spectator 
to the genocide being committed in 
Gaza by Israeli Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu. Even after approximately 
63,000 people, including women and 
innocent children, have been killed, 
countries—including India—have 
remained tight-lipped and are indi-
rectly complicit in these atrocities. 
The fact that India has refused to 
sign or has remained absent when-
ever the UN introduced resolutions 
against the war crimes committed 
by Israel exposes the dubious and 
partisan attitude of India and the 
failure of the once well-acclaimed 
foreign policy of our country.  

Tharcius S Fernando, 
CHENNAI

 FOCUS
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New Delhi, Sept 20: The Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi 
has brought down its fi lming 
fee from Rs 75,000 to Rs 25,000 
for a day, while shooting inside 
the Delhi Metro can cost up to 
Rs 3 lakh depending on the lo-
cation and timing, according to 
an offi cial.

The Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) has kept its base 
charges at Rs 10,000, while lo-
cations such as Dilli Haat (INA) 
and the Garden of Five Senses 
can now be hired for Rs 80,000 
plus GST a day.

The Delhi Metro, almost syn-
onymous with the city's identi-
ty, remains among the costlier 
options, with charges ranging 
between Rs 2 lakh and Rs 3 lakh 
depending on the line, station 
and timings of the shoot, an of-
fi cial from the tourism depart-
ment said.

The MCD has slashed its fi lm-
ing fee from Rs 75,000 a day to 
Rs 15,000 for eight hours and Rs 
25,000 plus GST for 24 hours.

But despite the revised rates 
and subsidies promised under 
the Delhi Film Policy 2022, on-
ly 39 shoots have taken place 
under the scheme in the last 
three years, government re-
cords show.

Launched with the aim of 
making Delhi a fi lmmaking 
hub, the policy had announced 

a single-window ‘e-Film Clear-
ance' portal, linking 25 agencies 
and assuring approvals within 
15 days — or faster for a fee.

"If authorities don't respond 
in time, permission is auto-
matically granted. Otherwise, 
reasons for the delay must be 
conveyed to the applicant and 
Delhi Tourism," he explained.

Connaught Place and Chand-
ni Chowk continue to be the 
most sought-after backdrops, 
but offi cials say newer venues 
like Bharat Mandapam, Ban-

sera Park, Asita Bio-Diversity 
Park and parts of Mehrauli 
Archaeological Park have po-
tential to emerge as cinematic 
landmarks.

He further said that an an-
nual Delhi Film Card priced at 
Rs 1 lakh is also being offered, 
giving production houses dis-
counts on hotels, travel and 
logistics.

Yet, the offi cial system has 
not found many takers. "In-
stead of using our channel, 
most fi lmmakers prefer to take 

permission privately because it 
involves less paperwork," a Del-
hi Tourism senior offi cial said.

Since the scheme began, at 
least 209 applications have 
been fi led, of which 97 have 
been cleared. The government 
had set up a Rs 30 crore Delhi 
Film Fund to back the policy, 
offering up to Rs 3 crore per 
fi lm in subsidies.

The fi rst category, perfor-
mance-based funding, is for 
fi lms that prominently feature 
Delhi, while the second sup-
ports emerging fi lmmakers 
and low-budget projects. But 
so far, only one fi lm, 12th Fail, 
has been approved for subsidy. 
Rani Mukerji-starrer Mardaani 
3 is expected to be the next. Ad 
fi lms and TV commercials do 
not qualify, he added.

As per offi cial guidelines, the 
subsidy is points-based. Films 
must score at least 20 out of 40 
points (44 for foreign fi lms), de-
pending on factors such as the 
number of shoot days in Delhi, 
screen time of its landmarks, 
use of local crew and overall 
spending in the city.

The offi cial stressed that the 
policy is not only about subsi-
dies but also about nurturing 
talent and positioning Delhi as 
a global destination.

Scholarships are being 
planned for students at the Film 
and Television Institute of In-
dia and the National School of 

Drama, with additional support 
for start-ups in animation and 
VFX. New fi lm schools are also 
on the drawing board.

Delhi tourism's budget has 
been increased by 77 per cent 
to Rs 117 crore for 2025-26, with 
plans to showcase the city at 
international festivals. A Delhi 
International Film Festival and 
annual Film Excellence Awards 
are also being lined up to hon-
our talent.

The policy has also extended 
its scope to digital content by 
including OTT projects in its 
incentive structure — though 
only those complying with cen-
tral regulations. It also carries 
provisions against piracy and 
illegal screenings, he said.

Going forward, offi cials 
said the target is to triple the 
number of application clear-
ances within 30 days. "In 2024, 
fi ve applications were cleared 
within the stipulated time. For 
2025-26, we are aiming at 15, and 
the number of applications re-
ceived under e-fi lm clearance is 
expected to double from 10 to 
20," he said.

"Delhi hopes to shed its 
stooge status and compete 
with Mumbai and Hyderabad 
as a fi lmmaking hotspot. We 
understand the challenges 
but are hopeful the numbers 
will rise once the system sta-
bilises," the Delhi tourism 
offi cial added.

Delhi slashes shoot fees to woo fi lmmakers
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Chandigarh, Sept 20: Punjab 
has seen 27 stubble burning cas-
es in the last fi ve days, even as 
authorities have launched an in-
tensive campaign in hotspots of 
paddy straw burning in various 
districts to create awareness 
among farmers against this 
practice, offi cials said Saturday.

Stubble burning in Punjab 
and Haryana is often blamed 
for the rise in air pollution in 
Delhi after the harvesting of 
the paddy crop in October and 
November. As the window for 
the Rabi crop -- wheat -- is very 
short after paddy harvest, some 
farmers set afi re the crop resi-
due in the fi elds to quickly clear 
them for sowing the next crop.

 According to Punjab Pollu-
tion Control Board (PPCB) data, 
a total of 27 crop residue burn-
ing incidents took place in four 
districts from September 15.

A maximum of 18 stubble 
burning incidents have been 
reported in Amritsar, followed 
by fi ve in Tarn Taran, three in 
Patiala and one in Ferozepur, 
it said. A fi ne of Rs one lakh 
in the shape of environmental 
compensation has been im-
posed on farmers who set their 
crop residue on fi re, according 
to the PPCB.

Recording of farm fi re inci-
dents, which started from Sep-
tember 15, will continue till 
November 30.

The Supreme Court on Sep-
tember 17 had asked the Punjab 
government why some errant 
farmers should not be arrested 

for indulging in stubble burn-
ing to send across a stern mes-
sage. The bench was hearing 
a suo-motu (on its own) plea 
relating to fi lling up vacancies 
in the state pollution control 
boards of Uttar Pradesh, Hary-
ana, Rajasthan and Punjab.

Meanwhile, several villag-
es in Sangrur, Tarn Taran, 
Ferozepur, Moga, Bathinda and 
Barnala have been identifi ed as 
hot spots of stubble burning in-
cidents based on the number of 
farm fi res.

Farmers in the hot spot vil-
lages will be asked not to burn 
crop residue, said a PPCB offi -
cial on Saturday, adding that 
they will be sensitised about the 
ill effects of stubble burning.

Farmers will be encouraged 
about managing the paddy 
straw both in-situ (mixing crop 
residue in fi elds) and ex-situ 
(using stubble as fuel) methods, 
said the offi cial.

 In Sangrur district, the dis-
trict administration started a 
special awareness campaign 

on stubble burning in which 
fi ve mobile vans will be visiting 
397 villages for 18 days to appeal 
to farmers not to burn stubble, 
said offi cials.

 Sangrur Deputy Commis-
sioner Rahul Chaba said after 
harvesting paddy, no farmer 
should set fi re to the crop res-
idue and should prove himself 
to be a nature lover by plowing 
it in his fi elds.

He said a number of agri-
cultural machines have been 
made available to farmers in 
Sangrur district.

Meanwhile, the state gov-
ernment has sanctioned 15,613 
crop residue management ma-
chines so far out of 16,837 total 
applications received from 
farmers across the state, said 
the  offi cials.

Crop residue management 
machinery includes super seed-
er, smart seeder, happy seeder, 
paddy straw chopper, shredder, 
mulcher, hydraulic revers-
ible mould board plough and 
zero till drill.

Punjab launches awareness camps 
in hotspots of paddy straw burning

27 CASES IN 5 DAYS
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New Delhi, Sept 20: The Del-
hi Government Saturday or-
ganised a multi-faith tribute 
programme, Sarab Dharam 
Sammelan, to mark the 350th 
martyrdom anniversary of Gu-
ru Tegh Bahadur.

The event, held at the ICAR 
Convention Centre, Pusa Cam-
pus, was organised jointly by the 
Department of Art, Culture and 
Languages and the Punjabi Acad-
emy, an offi cial statement said.

Religious leaders from dif-
ferent faiths came together to 
recall the Guru's sacrifi ce and 
spoke on the values of human-
ity, unity and religious toler-
ance, it said.

Minister for Art, Culture and 
Languages Kapil Mishra, who 
attended the programme as the 
guest of honour, said Guru Tegh 
Bahadur's sacrifi ce, along with 

that of Bhai Mati Das, Bhai Sati 
Das and Bhai Dayala, continues 
to inspire generations even af-
ter three and a half centuries.

"His sacrifi ce is a milestone in 
world history that must never 
be forgotten. The Delhi Govern-
ment and the Gurudwara Man-
agement Committee here will 
hold continuous programmes 
over the next three to four 
months to mark the occasion. 
A major three-day event is also 
planned in November," Mishra 
said.

Environment and Forests 
Minister Manjinder Singh Sir-
sa, who also participated in the 
programme, said Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur's sacrifi ce was not just a 
part of Sikh history but a mes-
sage for all humanity.

"The Delhi Government is 
committed to ensuring that 
his teachings of unity, toler-
ance and equality reach every 
section of society. Senior mem-
bers of the community are being 
involved in the preparations to 
make the upcoming events more 

meaningful," he said.
The ministers said that ear-

lier governments had limited 
themselves to symbolic ges-
tures, while the present gov-
ernment, under the guidance of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta, was working to spread Guru 
Tegh Bahadur's legacy through 
concrete initiatives.

Sirsa also mentioned that 
Prime Minister Modi was the 
fi rst since Independence to give 
Sikh history and the sacrifi ces 
of the Gurus due recognition 
through dedicated programmes 
and welfare measures.

Religious leaders and schol-
ars present at the Sammelan 
described Guru Tegh Bahadur's 
martyrdom as unparalleled in 
human history, saying that his 
message of equality and free-
dom of conscience remained 
relevant across time.

Delhi holds 'Sarab Dharam Sammelan'
GURU TEG BAHADUR’S 350TH MARTYRDOM ANNIVERSARY
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Chandigarh, Sept 20: As 
Punjab is grappling with un-
precedented riverine fl ooding 
leading to the loss of 56 precious 
lives, inundation of 2,300 plus 
villages, loss of property, liveli-
hoods and infrastructure worth 
a whopping Rs 13,800 crore, it’s 
the indomitable attitude of the 
young people that keeps alive 
the spirit of 'sewa' and 'Chardi 
Kala (resilience)', to fi ght it out 
despite the most challenging 
times in four decades and to 
rebuild the state together.  

A notable trend has come to 
the fore that the youth of Pun-
jab, who has been branded as 
"idle" and "druggy" in the past, 
is now turning out to be the sav-
iour of the people.

Young men and women are 
fulfi lling their humanitarian 
duties by reaching out to ma-
rooned villagers with daily 
utilities and strengthening 
river embankments to prevent 
further fl ooding of fi elds and 
human habitations.

As water levels are fi nally 
starting to recede after weeks, 
displaced families have begun 
returning home to fi nd their 
houses, crops and livelihoods 
almost wiped out, even as the 
Punjab government promised 
to compensate all victims.

Now rural communities, led 
by celebrities, infl uencers, and 
community and faith leaders, 
are seen in transformative roles 
with focus on reconstruction of 
homes, schools, and health fa-
cilities, besides strengthening 
embankments and drainage to 
prevent a deluge.

Flooding triggered by heavy 
monsoon rains and water from 
swollen rivers since August has 
inundated large parts of Pun-

jab, the country’s food basket, 
where over 2 million people 
have been impacted and fi ve 
lakh acres of crops destroyed 
after the release of water from 
upstream dams, leading to riv-
ers bursting their banks.

Octogenarian Vijay Khanna, 
a doctor based in Zira, a rural 
town in Ferozepur, one of the 
worst ravaged districts said 
that youngsters in almost every 
village have been assigned du-
ties to carry out rehabilitation 
work in fl ood-prone areas.

The work ranges from 
strengthening the river em-
bankments, to setting up 
fl ood-preparedness commit-
tees to mobilise resources and 
to clearing silt and muck left 
behind by the fl oodwater from 
houses, streets and fi elds.

Set against the backdrop of 
rampant drug abuse among 
the youth in Punjab, the crime 
drama ‘Udta Punjab’ highlight-
ed the state's drug crisis and its 
dark realities.

In a role reversal from ‘Udta 

Punjab’, these fl oods, the worst 
in living memory, showcased 
the ‘survival-to-revival’ spirit 
of the youth that is based on the 
Sikh belief of 'Sarbat da Bhala', 
meaning welfare of all.

A volunteer with an interna-
tional charity said, “It is wrong 
to project the youth of Punjab as 
drug addicts. They are addict-
ed to ‘sewa’. Wherever you see 
building of embankments, it is 
the local youth that is working.

"Can a drug addict do la-
bour-intensive jobs, only a 
Punjabi can do that with the 
strength of the youth who is 
strong, adamant, and always 
in Chardi Kala.”

‘Chardi Kala’ means the con-
cept of high spirits in all con-
ditions, including adversities.

Interestingly, the youth are 
doing more “mitti di seva” for 
fl ood relief. “Mitti di seva” 
means a community effort to 
contribute earth to rebuild 
embankments.

BJP leader Sukhminderpal 
Singh Grewal wrote on X on 

Friday, “This sacred land (Pun-
jab) of Gurus carries the true 
voice of every Punjabi, ‘Punjab 
must rise together.’”

He demanded a white paper 
on fl oods to fi x accountability 
as he believed “it’s a man-made 
disaster” and alleged that it was 
government failure.

In Gurdaspur, Amritsar, 
Fazilka and Tarn Taran dis-
tricts, global charities along 
with local youth are taking vol-
unteerism into their own hands 
and providing relief to villagers 
for long-term economic stabil-
ity, beyond two-three months.

Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann this week launched 
‘Mission Chardi Kala’ -- a global 
fundraising campaign to raise 
funds for the rehabilitation ef-
forts for fl ood victims.

Chief Minister Mann said 
now is the time to move beyond 
relief and begin rehabilitation 
as the farmers need to sow their 
fi elds again, children need to 
return to school, and families 
need to rebuild their homes.

‘Sewa’, ‘Chardi Kala’ spirit of Punjab youth
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New Delhi, Sept 20:  In an 
attempt to encourage people to 
document family genealogies, 
community narratives, and lo-
cal histories, Delhi University's 
Miranda House College Satur-
day launched an academic ini-
tiative titled "Recrafting histo-
ry through the Indic lens."

The project, part of a larger 
effort to decolonise Indian his-
tory, aims to revive the age-old 
practice of Vanshavalis (fami-
ly genealogies) and connect 
citizens with their ancestral 
and cultural roots, an offi cial 
statement said.

 The programme will include 
an annual national-level compe-
tition that invites participants 
to submit research-based es-
says of at least 5,000 words.

Two broad themes have 
been identifi ed: "family and 
community history," focus-
ing on larger kinship groups, 
and "the history of my village, 
town, or city," including vil-
lages that were absorbed into 
urban areas.

Entries will be accepted 
over a nine-month period and 
evaluated by a panel of distin-
guished scholars rooted in In-
dic knowledge traditions.

Miranda House alumna and 
academic Madhu Kishwar, 
who established the Kishwar 

Memorial Trust (KMT) in 
memory of her parents and is 
funding the initiative, said the 
project would help bridge the 
gap between people and their 
past.

"A society ignorant of its 
own roots cannot produce an 
authentic national history. To 
chart a clear future, we must 
fi rst reclaim our past through 
our millennia-old Gyan Param-
para," she said.

At the launch event, attend-
ed by around 200 students and 
faculty members, Kishwar 
shared anecdotes from her fam-
ily history, underscoring how 
knowledge is often lost when 
genealogies are not preserved.

In today's era, many are un-
able to recall the names of their 
ancestors beyond their grand-
parents, which highlights the 
urgency of such an endeavour, 
Kishwar said. Miranda House 
Principal Professor Bijayalax-
mi Nanda welcomed the col-
laboration, describing it as "a 
valuable opportunity for schol-
ars and citizens everywhere to 
engage in meaningful histori-
cal research and contribute to 
the process of nation-building."

Organisers stressed that the 
initiative is open to all, not just 
academics, making it a grass-
roots effort to promote authen-
tic historical scholarship and 
community engagement.

Miranda House launches project 
to trace family genes, local history

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, Power and Urban Development Minister Ashish Sood, BJP MP Kamaljeet 
Sehrawat and others during the inauguration of a biogas plant at Nangli Dairy, in New Delhi      PTI PHOTO



Six years 
have 
passed, but 

this government 
has miserably 
failed to do 
anything in the 
interest of the tribal communi-
ty, who are they to infringe on 
our prevailing social system?

CHAMPAI SOREN | FORMER CM, JHARKHAND

The entire 
Uttar 
Pradesh 

administration, 
including police 
and civil authori-
ties, must remain 
on round-the-clock alert. 
Local needs must be carefully 
addressed to ensure that every 
festival is celebrated in an 
atmosphere of harmony

YOGI ADITYANATH | CHIEF MINISTER, 
UTTAR PRADESH
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WOMAN FINDS 8 DIAMONDS AT MINE 
A woman labourer has found eight dia-
monds, which could fetch her lakhs of ru-
pees, at a mine in Madhya Pradesh’s Panna 
district, an offi cial said Saturday. Rachna 
Goldar, a local resident in her 50s, found 
eight precious stones with a total weight of 
2.53 carats, six of which are of high quality, 
the offi cial said

India is moving 
forward with 

the spirit of global 
brotherhood and India 
has no major enemy in the 
world today, but in true 
terms, India's biggest 
adversary is dependence 
on other nations
NARENDRA MODI | PRIME MINISTER

Technology 
is like a 
horse. It is 

the horse rider 
who decides the 
destination. If we 
use technology 
by taking it in the right direc-
tion, fearlessly and in the right 
manner, then I think we can 
take policing to the next stage

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | CHIEF MINISTER, 
MAHARASHTRA

32 drug samples 
fail quality test
New Delhi: The central drugs 
laboratories have found 32 
samples manufactured by 
various fi rms in August to 
be “not of standard quality”, 
health ministry offi cials said 
Friday. Additionally, the state 
drugs testing laboratories 
identifi ed 62 samples as “not of 
standard quality” (NSQ) in the 
month under review, they said. 
As part of routine regulatory 
surveillance activity, the list 
of NSQ and spurious drugs 
are displayed on the Central 
Drugs Standard Control 
Organisation (CDSCO) portal 
on a monthly basis. For August, 
the central drugs laboratories 
identifi ed 32 samples to be 
NSQ, while the state drugs 
testing laboratories identifi ed 
62 samples under the same 
category, an offi cial said.

Researcher found 
dead at IIT-Kharagpur
Kolkata: The body of a 
researcher was found hanging 
from the ceiling of his hostel 
room in IIT-Kharagpur 
Saturday, in the fi fth suspected 
case of suicide at the premier 
institute this year, offi cials 
said. Harsh Kumar Pandey 
(27), a resident of Ranchi, was 
found dead in his room at the 
BR Ambedkar Hall around 2 
pm, they said. Pandey was 
pursuing a PhD in Mechanical 
Engineering, they added. “His 
parents could not reach him 
on the phone, and the door of 
his room was locked from the 
inside. Subsequently, police 
were informed, and they broke 
into the room to fi nd his body 
hanging from the ceiling,” an 
IIT-Kharagpur spokesperson 
said. In a statement, the 
institute said it has constituted 
a fact-fi nding committee to 
examine the matter.

Protests erupt over 
Assam Rifl es ambush
Imphal: Locals of Nambol 
in Manipur’s Bishnupur 
district Saturday morning 
staged protests against the 
killing of two Assam Rifl es 
personnel in an ambush in 
the area the previous day. 
Search operations are being 
conducted in the area for the 
attackers and the vehicle 
used by them, police said. The 
locals, wearing traditional 
mourning attire, raised slogans 
and held placards condemning 
the attack and for “creating 
fear and panic among the 
public”, at a sit-in just 1 km 
from the ambush spot. Later, 
women took out a protest rally 
denouncing the attack, and 
criticised the opening of fi re in 
public places. 

SHORT TAKES
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Srinagar, Sept 20: The count-
er-intelligence wing of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police de-
tained seven suspects for ques-
tioning Saturday during raids 
conducted at multiple locations 
in the valley in a terror-related 
case, an offi cial said.

The searches were conduct-
ed by the Counter Intelligence 
Kashmir (CIK) at eight loca-
tions, an offi cial said.

He said the eight locations 
across Srinagar, Baramulla, 
Anantnag, Pulwama, Kupwara 
and Shopian were identifi ed 
and subsequently, searched in 
connection with FIR No. 03/2023 
registered under various sec-
tions of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC) and the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (UAPA).

Seven suspects were detained 
for questioning and incriminat-
ing digital evidence that has 
bearing on the investigation 
was seized, the CIK offi cial 
added.

The case was lodged on a 
credible input received by the 
CIK, wherein it had emerged 
that certain individuals in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, under the 
cloak of social activism, were 
“misusing” platforms connect-
ed to mass media, social media, 
human rights, environment 
and women empowerment for 
activities detrimental to the 
sovereignty and security of the 
State, he said.

Discreet information indicat-

ed their suspected links with 
secessionist organisations and 
proscribed terror outfi ts, the 
offi cial added.

He said the inputs further 
revealed that some of these 
people were in contact with Pa-
kistan-based terror handlers 
through encrypted messaging 
applications.

“They were found to be in-
volved in spreading false nar-
ratives, radicalising young-
sters and attempting to dis-
turb public order and peace 
in Jammu and Kashmir,” the 
offi cial said.

He said the raids have “suc-
cessfully disrupted a dangerous 
ecosystem” operating under the 
facade of social activism but 
serving terror interests.

The seized digital evidence is 
expected to reveal deeper foot-
prints of the conspiracy and 
further arrests cannot be ruled 
out, he said.

Investigation is on to unearth 
the full scale of the conspiracy, 
identify other operatives and 
expose the suspected commu-
nication chains with handlers 
across the border, the offi cial 
added.

CIK conducts searches at
8 locations across valley
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Kochi, Sept 20: The Kerala 
High Court has observed that 
it cannot accept multiple mar-
riages of a Muslim man when 
he has no capacity to maintain 
his wives, and one of them ap-
proaches the court claiming 
maintenance.

The observation was made 
by Justice PV Kunhikrishnan 
when a 39-year-old Perinthal-
manna native approached the 
court seeking a monthly mainte-
nance of Rs 10,000 from her hus-
band, who survives by begging.

Earlier, the petitioner had 
approached a Family Court, 

which dismissed her plea, 
stating that her 46-year-old 
husband from Kumbadi, Pal-
akkad, who was surviving on 
begging, cannot be directed to 
pay maintenance.

The court, in a satirical man-
ner, referred to a Malayalam 
phrase implying, “Don’t put 
your hand into a begging bowl”.

The judge noted that the 
husband was also not a saint. 
“Even though he is blind and 
a beggar, as stated by the peti-
tioner, who is his second wife, 
he has been threatening her 
that he will soon enter into a 
third marriage with another 
woman,” the court observed.

The court perused the peti-
tion and found that the respon-
dent was receiving an income of 
Rs 25,000 from various sources, 
including begging, and that the 
petitioner had sought Rs 10,000 
per month as maintenance. The 
respondent currently lives with 
his fi rst wife.

The court also noted that it 
could not digest the contention 

of the wife that her blind hus-
band regularly assaulted her.

However, while highlighting 
the peculiar facts and circum-
stances of the case, the court 
said that judges are not robots. 

“Admittedly, the respondent 
belongs to the Muslim com-
munity, and he is taking the 
benefi ts of his customary law, 
which, according to him, allows 
him to marry twice or thrice. 

A person who has no capacity 
to maintain a second or third 
wife cannot marry again, even 
as per the customary law of 
Muslims,” the court observed.

The court further said that 
successive marriages of the 
man, when he was only a beg-
gar, cannot be accepted even 
under Muslim customary law. 
“These types of marriages hap-
pen in the Muslim community 
because of the lack of educa-
tion, lack of knowledge of the 
customary law of Muslims. 
A court of law cannot simply 
recognise the fi rst, second or 
third marriage of a Muslim 
man when he has no capacity 
to maintain his wives and one 
of the wives approached the 
court with a petition claiming 
maintenance,” it noted.

Referring to verses of the Qu-
ran, it said the holy text propa-
gates monogamy and treats po-
lygamy as only an exception. “If 
a Muslim man can give justice 
to his fi rst wife, second wife, 
third wife and fourth wife, then 

only marriage more than once 
is permissible,” the court said.

According to the court, a 
majority of Muslims follow mo-
nogamy, which refl ects the true 
spirit of the Quran, while only a 
small minority practise polyga-
my, forgetting its verses. They 
must be educated by religious 
leaders and society, it said.

Taking up the respondent’s 
situation, the court said beg-
ging cannot be recognised as a 
livelihood and that it is the duty 
of the state, society, and judicia-
ry to ensure that no one resorts 
to it. It stressed that the state 
must provide food and clothing 
to such persons.

“If a blind man who is beg-
ging in front of the mosque and 
marrying one after another 
without even knowledge of the 
fundamental principles of Mus-
lim customary law, he should 
be counselled appropriately. It 
is the duty of the state to protect 
the destitute wives who are vic-
tims of polygamy in the Muslim 
community,” the judge said.

No polygamy for Muslim men lacking means: Kerala HC
According to the court, a 

majority of Muslims follow 
monogamy, which refl ects 

the true spirit of the Quran, 
while only a small minority 

practise polygamy, 
forgetting its verses

Seven suspects were 
detained for questioning 
and incriminating digital 
evidence that has bearing 

on the investigation 
was seized
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New Delhi, Sept 20: Com-
merce and Industry Minister Pi-
yush Goyal will lead an offi cial 
delegation to the US for trade 
talks September 22, an offi cial 
statement said Saturday.

The delegation plans to hold 
talks with US team to take for-
ward discussions with a view 
to achieve early conclusion of a 
mutually benefi cial trade agree-
ment, it said.

The minister will visit New 
York and will be accompanied 
by special secretary in the 
ministry Rajesh Agrawal and 
other offi cials. During the last 
visit of the team of offi cials from 
the offi ce of United States Trade 
Representative to India Septem-
ber 16, positive discussions were 
held on various aspects of the 
trade deal, and it was decided to 
intensify efforts in this regard.

“In continuation of these 
discussions, a delegation led by 
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister is visiting the United States 
for meetings with the US side 
22nd September 2025,” it said.

The visit assumes addition-
al signifi cance amid the US 
administration’s sudden de-
cision to hike the application 
fee for H-1B visas to $1,00,000. 
Industry body Nasscom Sat-
urday said the US’ move will 
impact India’s technology ser-
vices companies as business 
continuity will be disrupted 
for onshore projects that may 
require “adjustments”.

Further, the visit comes in the 
backdrop of recently concluded 
daylong discussions here between 
US Chief Negotiator Brendan 
Lynch and his Indian counter-
part Rajesh Agrawal on the pro-
posed bilateral trade agreement.

HUNT FOR TERRORISTS 
INTENSIFIED IN UDHAMPUR
A soldier, who was critically injured in a gunfi ght, succumbed to his injuries as 
security forces Saturday extended a search operation to neutralise terrorists 
hiding in the higher reaches of Jammu and Kashmir’s Udhampur district, offi cials 
said. The soldier, Lance Dafadar Baldev Chand, was injured late Friday evening, 
when the terrorists opened fi re on a joint patrolling party of the Army and the 
Special Operations Group (SOG) of the Jammu and Kashmir Police at Kanji in the 
Seoj Dhar forest, between the Dudu-Basantgarh area of Udhampur and Bhad-
erwah in Doda district, the offi cials said. They said the soldier was shifted to a 
hospital where he succumbed to his injuries. The area around the scene of the 
encounter was kept under tight cordon during the night and a combing operation 
was resumed on Saturday morning and extended to new areas during the day 
to track down the terrorists. The offi cials said reinforcements were mobilised 
from both Doda and Udhampur and drones and sniffer dogs were also deployed 
to speed up the search operation. However, there was no fresh contact with the 
terrorists during the day, they added. The Army paid rich tributes to the fallen 
soldier and said “we stand with the bereaved family in this hour of grief”.
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Ranchi, Sept 20: More than 100 
passenger trains were cancelled, 
diverted or short-terminated 
Saturday as a rail blockade by 
Kurmis is underway at various 
stations within the jurisdiction 
of the Ranchi division of South 
Eastern Railway (SER) and 
Dhanbad division of East Central 
Railway, an offi cial said.

Defying prohibitory orders, 
protestors squatted on tracks at 
various stations in Muri, Rai, 
Tatisilwai stations in Ranchi 
district, Barkakana in Ramgarh, 
Parasnath in Giridih, Charhi 
in Hazaribag, Pradhankhanta 
in Dhanbad, Galudih in East 
Singhbhum and Chandrpura in 
Bokaro district under the banner 
of Adivasi Kurmi Samaj (AKS) to 
press their demand for a Sched-
uled Tribe (ST) status for the 
community and inclusion of the 
Kurmali language in the Eighth 
Schedule of the Constitution.

AKS leader OP Mahto said 
they will spend the night on 
tracks and they will not with-
draw the agitation until their 
demands are met.

At least 25 passenger trains 
were cancelled and 24 diverted 
in Dhanbad division of ECR, 
while 12 trains, including Vande 
Bharat and Rajdhani Express, 
were cancelled and 11 trains di-
verted in Ranchi division of SER 
due to the agitation.

Many trains were short-termi-
nated in two divisions, according 
to statements issued by the rail-
ways. Thousands of passengers 
were stranded across Jharkhand 
after trains were halted by the 
agitators. Maloti Ghosh, a pas-
senger of Howrah-Pune Duron-
to Express who was stranded at 
Ghatshila station in East Singh-
bhum district till in the evening 
said, “My daughter, who works 
in Pune, is unwell. I have to be 
there anyhow as her two chil-
dren are suffering. Railway offi -
cials are just giving assurances 
about train movements, but 
there is no information when it 
will start running.”

Security personnel tried to 
pacify the protestors and made 
efforts to clear the tracks, rail-
way offi cials said. Hundreds of 
passengers of Tata-Patna Vande 
Bharat Express were also strand-
ed at Ranchi’s Muri station. The 
train was later cancelled, leading 
to ruckus by passengers.

Will drop ‘hydrogen 
bomb’ to prove 
‘vote theft’: Rahul
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Wayanad(Kerala), Sept 20: 
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi 
Saturday accused the Elec-
tion Commission of India of 
not providing information 
sought by the Karnataka CID 
regarding the alleged ‘vote 
chori’ in that state.

Rahul, who arrived in 
Wayanad Friday along with 
his mother Sonia Gandhi, told 
reporters here that Karnataka 
CID has sent several letters to 
the EC seeking information 
about the numbers used in the 
‘vote chori’, but the poll panel 
is not providing it.

Gyanesh Kumar is the 
Chief Election Commission-
er (CEC) and he is not provid-
ing the information sought by 
the police, the Congress MP 
claimed.

“There can be no bigger 
indictment of the CEC than 
this. The police is asking for 
information, and he is not 
providing it. This is not my 
statement. It is a fact. It is 
there in black and white,” 
he said.

Rahul further said that the 
Congress will show evidence 
of the alleged ‘vote chori’ “in 
such a manner that no one 
will have any doubt that PM 
Narendra Modi did it and won 
the election”.

“We are going to reveal a 
hydrogen bomb, like I have 
said in my two press confer-
ences, that will completely 
devastate the reality of the 
situation. We have open and 
shut proof of what we are say-
ing. We are not saying any-
thing without proof. I will do 
my job and I will deliver on 
my job,” he added.

Rahul had Friday too reit-
erated his “vote chori” alle-
gations and took a swipe at 
the EC, calling it an “elec-
tion watchman” who “stayed 
awake, watched the theft, and 
protected the thieves”.

Kurmi protest 
blocks rail routes

At least 25 passenger trains 
were cancelled and 24 di-

verted in Dhanbad division 
of ECR, while 12 trains, 
including Vande Bharat 

and Rajdhani Express, were 
cancelled and 11 trains di-

verted in Ranchi division of 
SER due to the agitation

An elderly man and his grandson pick lotus fl owers, which are used as part of rituals during the Durga Puja, from a waterbody ahead of the festival, in 
Nadia district, West Bengal, Saturday PTI PHOTO

GOYAL TO VISIT US FOR 
TRADE TALKS SEPT 22
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national
RAJNATH SINGH TO VISIT 
MOROCCO FROM SUNDAY
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will dedicate a 
manufacturing facility of Tata Advanced Systems 
to produce wheeled armoured personnel carriers in 
Morocco during his two-day visit to the North African 
nation beginning September 21, the defence ministry 
said Saturday. The facility at Berrechid is the fi rst-
ever Indian defence manufacturing plant in Africa

Under the Price 
Support Scheme 

system, the central gov-
ernment will procure green 
gram, black gram, sunfl ow-
er, groundnut, and soybean 
from Karnataka, which will 
greatly benefi t the state's 
farming community
PRALHAD JOSHI | UNION MINISTER

India signs deep 
sea deal with ISA
New Delhi: India has signed 
a 15-year contract with the 
International Seabed Authority 
(ISA) for exclusive rights to 
explore polymetallic sulphides 
in the Indian Ocean, Earth 
Sciences Minister Jitendra 
Singh said Saturday. Singh 
said, according to the contract, 
the ISA has granted exclusive 
rights to India to explore 
polymetallic sulphides (PMS) 
in the allotted 10,000 sq km 
area of the Carlsberg Ridge in 
the Indian Ocean. PMS contain 
valuable metals such as iron, 
copper, zinc, silver, gold, and 
platinum, and are precipitates 
formed by hot hydrothermal 
fl uids from oceanic crust. 

Village defence guard 
shoots himself dead 
Jammu: A village defence 
guard allegedly committed 
suicide Saturday morning 
by shooting himself with his 
rifl e in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kishtwar, offi cials said. The 
incident occurred at his 
residence in Akra village of 
Kuntwara area. The deceased, 
identifi ed as Tek Chand (45), 
was upset over the past 
few days after his teenage 
daughter, a class 10th student, 
went missing, with locals 
claiming that she had eloped 
with a local boy from her own 
community, a source stated. 

Driver of Puja 
Khedkar’s father held
Thane: The Navi Mumbai 
police have arrested the driver 
of former IAS probationer Puja 
Khedkar’s father in connection 
with the road rage incident in 
which the helper of a truck was 
abducted last week, a senior 
offi cial said Saturday. The 
accused, Praful Salunkhe, was 
apprehended by a team from 
Navi Mumbai police Friday 
from Sindhkhed in Dhule, 
Deputy Commissioner of Police 
Pankaj Dahane said. 

The biggest 
sector we 
can work 

on in Delhi is to 
make the city an 
education hub. 
Students searching 
for the best place to get education 
should think of Delhi fi rst. We have 
to make our system so strong that 
our children do not need to go 
abroad for higher studies

REKHA GUPTA |  CHIEF MINISTER, DELHI

We are 
committed to 
resolving the 

pothole problem 
and are working in 
a systematic man-
ner. Those who 
want to do politics may do so

DK SHIVAKUMAR | DEPUTY 
CHIEF MINISTER, KARNATAKA

You have 
the duty and 
responsibili-

ty of inculcating a 
spirit of reason-
ing in students; 
moulding them to 
approach everything 
based on rational thinking, by 
asking questions like why and how

MK STALIN | CHIEF MINISTER, TAMIL NADU

SHORT TAKES
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Mumbai, Sept 20: The Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad bullet train 
project will act as a “multipli-
er” for India’s economy the way 
it did when the high speed ser-
vice was fi rst introduced more 
than six decades ago in Japan, 
Railway Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw said Saturday.

He was speaking to report-
ers after a breakthrough was 
achieved for a 4.88 km-long 
tunnel between Shilphata and 
Ghansoli for the project this 
morning.

Calling it a “landmark 
achievement”, Vaishnaw, who 
initiated the breakthrough of 
the tunnel, said that the fi rst 
phase of the high-speed cor-
ridor on the Surat-Bilimora 
section will start in December 
2027.

“The world’s fi rst bullet 
train, connecting major centres 
like Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka, 
created a multiplier effect on 
Japan’s entire economy. Sim-
ilarly, this project will unite 
Anand, Ahmedabad, Vadodara, 
Surat, Vapi, and Mumbai into 
a single economic corridor,” he 
said at the Ghansoli shaft of the 
tunnel.

It will create unifi ed mar-
kets and accelerate economic 
growth along the entire route, 
while also facilitating knowl-
edge transfer and economic 
integration, Vaishnaw said.

“The economic gains will far 
exceed the initial investment 
through higher productivity 
and business expansion,” he 
pointed out.

The tunnel excavation was 
carried out simultaneously 
from the Ghansoli and Shilpha-

ta sides, with teams advancing 
toward each other through chal-
lenging underwater terrain.

“It is a remarkable feat. The 
project showcases cutting-edge 
engineering innovations that 
have earned international 

recognition. The use of single 
tunnel technology to accommo-
date two bullet trains and de-
ployment of 40-meter girders in 
viaduct construction represent 
signifi cant technical achieve-
ments,” he said.

The Japanese partners in 
the project have praised this 
technological innovation for its 
effi ciency and design excellence, 
he said, adding that India has 
gained substantial knowhow in 
this regard. Vaishnaw said he 
met the Japanese delegation led 
by the Vice Minister a day be-
fore to review the project, during 
which both sides expressed sat-
isfaction at the progress.

Discussions were also held 
on introducing the latest E10 
Shinkansen (Japan’s next-gen-
eration bullet train) in India, he 
said. Japan has agreed to pro-
vide India with this advanced 
train system, Vaishnaw said.

The minister said the bullet 
train will be the “transport for 
the middle class”, and the fares 
will be “reasonable”.

He said that the Google Maps 
app shows the journey time be-

tween Mumbai and Ahmedabad 
as nine hours, but people will 
be able to cover the distance in 
two hours and seven minutes 
on the bullet train.

The fi rst phase of the bullet 
train project will be launched 
on the Surat-Bilimora section 
in 2027, covering Thane in 2028 
and the Bandra Kurla Complex 
in 2029, Vaishnaw said.

The Union minister said 320 
kilometres of viaduct have been 
completed, while station con-
struction is advancing swiftly 
across all sites. River bridges 
are being systematically built, 
and the Sabarmati tunnel is 
nearing completion, he added.

There will be no need for 
ticket reservations for travel 
between Mumbai and Ahmed-
abad, and passengers can ar-
rive at the station and board, 
the minister said.

Calling it a ‘landmark achievement’, Vaishnaw, who initiated the breakthrough of the tunnel, said that the 
fi rst phase of the high-speed corridor on the Surat-Bilimora section will start in December 2027

Vaishnaw conducts breakthrough of bullet train tunnel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 20: Maharash-
tra Revenue Minister Chan-
drashekhar Bawankule Satur-
day said tribal farmers in the 
state will soon be able to lease 
their barren land to private 
entities, enabling them to gen-
erate additional income, and a 
law regarding this will be in-
troduced.

The Congress, however, al-
leged that the government’s de-
cision will benefi t industrialists 
and lead to the exploitation of 
tribals.

Offi cials said the move would 
not only provide tribals an 
opportunity to have a steady 
source of income but also safe-
guard their ownership rights.

Talking to reporters in Nag-
pur, Bawankule said, “Tribal 
landowners will benefi t from 
this decision. If a tribal farm-
er wants to develop his land 
in partnership with an indus-
trialist, he can now approach 
the district collector and take 

the fi nal decision. Earlier, such 
proposals had to be approved 
at Mantralaya, the state ad-
ministrative headquarters in 
Mumbai.”

He, however, clarifi ed that 
the proposed law will apply on-
ly to barren land and not fertile 
land owned by tribals.

“I have received several 
requests from tribal land-
owners in Palghar and Nan-
durbar districts. If a private 
company wants to set up 
solar panels under a govern-

ment scheme, it can enter into 
an agreement with the tribal 
landowner, who will continue 
to receive a fi xed annual pay-
ment. Such income would not 
be possible from barren land,” 
Bawankule said.

He said that the proposed leg-
islation would also safeguard 
tribal ownership, as even if 
land is leased for a longer peri-
od, the owner would continue 
to receive payments annually 
from the entity with whom the 
agreement is made.

Maha tribal farmers can lease 
land to private entities: Min
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New Delhi, Sept 20: The Oppo-
sition parties Saturday alleged 
that the Modi government’s 
foreign policy has “failed” af-
ter the US imposed a $100,000 
annual fee for H1B visas for 
highly skilled workers which, 
they said, is “meant to target In-
dians”, and asked the Centre to 
take steps to resolve the "crisis".

The Congress hit out at Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, accus-
ing him of being a “weak PM” 
whose preference for “strategic 
silence” and “loud optics” has 
become a liability for India. Its 
president Mallikarjun Kharge 
said that foreign policy is about 
safeguarding India's national 
interests and keeping “India 
First” and not holding “events”.

Highlighting reports that 
H1B visa hike would hit Indi-
ans hardest, Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi said in a post on X, “I 
repeat, India has a weak PM.”

Noting that Indian national 
interests are supreme, Con-
gress chief Kharge took a swipe 
at the PM, saying, “Bear hugs, 
hollow slogans, concerts and 
getting people to chant ‘Modi, 
Modi’ is not foreign policy!”.

“Foreign policy is about 
safeguarding our national in-
terests; keeping India First, 
and steering friendships with 
wisdom and balance. It cannot 
be reduced to superfi cial brava-
do that risks undermining our 
long-term standing,” Kharge 
said in a post on X.

“Birthday Return Gifts from 
your ‘Abki Baar, Trump Sark-
ar’ Government! -- $100,000 an-
nual fee on H1B visas hits Indi-

an tech workers the hardest, 70 
per cent of H1B visa holders are 
Indians and 50 per cent tariff al-
ready imposed, a loss of `2.17 
Lakh crore to India is already 
estimated in 10 sectors alone,” 
Kharge said.

In a post on X, Congress dep-
uty leader in the Lok Sabha 
Gaurav Gogoi said, “With the 
recent decision on H1B visas, 
the American government has 

hit at the future of the best and 
brightest minds from India.”

Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav slammed the Union 
government over the develop-
ment. Speaking to reporters at 
the party offi ce in Lucknow, 
Yadav said, “Your foreign pol-
icy has failed in the foreign 
(countries). Economic policies 
have failed. You have failed in 
making relationships.”

Aam Aadmi Party convenor 
Arvind Kejriwal took a swipe at 
PM Modi, saying he appeared to 
be “helpless”.

“Prime Minister ji, do some-
thing at least. Why is the Prime 
Minister of 140 crore people so 
helpless? Are you unable to 
handle anything at all?” Kejri-
wal said on X with a hashtag 
“h1bvisa”.

AIMIM leader Asaduddin 
Owaisi said the “ending of 
H1B visas was meant to target 
Indians” and accused the Modi 
government of reducing foreign 
policy to “gimmicks”.

“That the US is putting its 
relationship with India at risk 

is proof that it does not care 
about our strategic value. We 
are a strategic partner of the 
US, and if they don’t see us as 
allies, then it is a failure of this 
government,” the Hyderabad 
MP said, noting Indians, espe-
cially people from Telangana 
and Andhra, were the biggest 
benefi ciaries of the H1B visa 
system, which US President 
Donald Trump “has essential-
ly ended”.

“My complaint is not against 
Trump, he did what he wanted. 
My quarrel is with this govern-
ment: what did you achieve 
with Howdy Modi and Namaste 
Trump?” Owaisi said on X.

India hopes H1B fee hike  disruptions addressed

India Saturday said the Trump administration’s decision to raise the 
annual fee for H1B visas to a whopping $1,00,000 is likely to have 

“humanitarian consequences” and hoped that the “disruptions” will be 
addressed “suitably” by Washington. As a proclamation signed by US 
President Donald Trump on the new visa rules comes into effect Sunday, 
New Delhi asked all its missions and posts to extend all possible help to 
Indian nationals who are travelling back to the US in the next 24 hours. 
The move came after various companies advised H1B visa holders or 
their family members currently outside America to return or risk being 
stranded and denied entry into the US. The Trump administration’s abrupt 
roll out of the new visa norms are set to signifi cantly impact Indian 
technology companies as well as skilled Indian professionals as India was 
the largest benefi ciary of the H1B visa programme in the last few years. 
“This measure is likely to have humanitarian consequences by way of the 
disruption caused for families,” External Affairs Ministry spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal said. “The government hopes that these disruptions can 
be addressed suitably by the US authorities,” he said, adding the full 
implications of the move is being studied by all concerned stakeholders. 

Modi’s foreign policy ‘failed’: Oppn 
India’s reaction came hours after US President Donald Trump signed a proclamation to impose a $100,000 annual 

fee for H-1B visas, a move that is set to adversely impact Indian professionals in the US

H1B VISA 
FEE HIKE

Panic grips Indian H1B holders 
NewYork/Washington: Widespread panic, confusion and con-
cern gripped Indians in the US on H-1B visas Saturday hours 
after US President Donald Trump’s order to impose a staggering 
$1,00,000 fee on the work visas, with many cancelling their plans 
to travel to India. While many cancelled plans to travel at the 
last minute while waiting to board fl ights to India, several others 
already in India are scrambling to return amid lack of clarity 
after Trump Friday signed a proclamation to raise the H-1B visa 
fees, weeks before Indian professionals and their families travel 
to India for Diwali and other year-end holidays. Individuals on 
H-1B visas as well as those in the US tracking the news spoke to 
PTI on condition of anonymity and stressed that the underlying 
emotion among H-1B visa holders and their families right now is 
that of “a crazy sense of panic” and “worry.” There are instanc-
es where people have cancelled their travel plans as they were 
waiting in line to board their fl ights to India across US airports 
Friday, the moment news came. An individual told PTI about a 
person who was to travel to India for their own wedding and who 
has now cancelled plans amid the uncertainty this proclamation 
has triggered. “This is a travel ban! Even if a person has a valid 
H-1B visa stamped on their passport, if they are travelling, or are 
on vacation, you cannot enter the US unless they have proof of the 
$1,00,000 payment. No one knows what the process is, what the 
fi ne print is. There’s absolute panic,” one of the individuals said. 
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Vadodara, Sept 20: Police 
detained around 50 people in 
Vadodara city of Gujarat Sat-
urday following late-night riot-
ing over a social media post in 
Junigadhi area, offi cials said.

A few people including po-
lice personnel were injured in 
stone-pelting but the situation 
was swiftly brought under con-
trol, they said.

Members of the Muslim com-
munity gathered outside the 
city police station Friday night 
claiming that a social media 
post hurt their religious sen-
timents, and demanded action 
against the person who upload-
ed it, said an offi cial.

Another group of around 500 
to 600 members of the minority 
community started stone-pelt-
ing and vandalized vehicles in 
Junigadhi area of Old City, said 
Deputy Commissioner of Police 
(zone IV) Andrew Macwan.

A few people including police 
personnel were injured, he said. 
Two separate FIRs were regis-
tered, one against the person who 
posted the content and another 
against the people who indulged 
in violence, the DCP said.

“We have detained around 50 
people,” he added.

The person who allegedly 
posted objectionable content 
was also detained, police sourc-
es said.

“The whole situation was 
promptly brought under con-
trol. We have deployed police 
force in large number in the af-
fected areas. We appeal to the 
people of the city to maintain 
peace. Action is being taken in 
the matter,” said DCP (zone 3) 
Leena Patil.

Social media post 
triggers violence 
in Vadodara

Artists prepare an effi gy of the demon king Ravana for the upcoming Dussehra festival, in Prayagraj, Saturday

PTI PHOTO
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IRAQ TURNS TO SOLAR ENERGY 
Iraq is set to open the country's 
fi rst industrial-scale solar plant on 
Sunday in a vast expanse of desert 
in Karbala province, southwest of 
Baghdad. It's part of a new push by 
the government to expand renewable 
energy production in a country that is 
frequently beset by electricity crises 
despite being rich in oil and gas

We are 
determined 
to defend 
freedom and 
democracy and 
a sustainable 
Taiwan
LAI CHING-TE | 
PRESIDENT, TAIWAN

‘Midway Blitz’: ICE 
nabs 550 in Chicago 
Park Ridge(US): Immigration 
enforcement offi cials have 
arrested almost 550 people 
as part of an operation in the 
Chicago area that launched a 
little less than two weeks ago, 
the Department of Homeland 
Security said Friday. The 
updated fi gure came hours 
after a senior immigration 
offi cial revealed in an 
interview with The Associated 
Press that more than 400 
people had been arrested 
in the operation so far. The 
fi gures offer an early gauge of 
what is shaping up as a major 
enforcement effort that comes 
after similar operations were 
launched in Los Angeles and 
Washington, DC. ICE launched 
its Chicago area operation 
dubbed “Midway Blitz” 
September 8, drawing concern 
from activists and immigrant 
communities who say there's 
been a noticeable uptick in 
immigration enforcement 
agents. 

Canada bans Irish 
rap group Kneecap
Toronto: The Canadian 
government banned the 
Irish-language rap group 
Kneecap from the country 
Friday, saying the group 
has endorsed political 
violence and terrorism. The 
group has faced criticism 
for political statements 
seeming to glorify militant 
groups like Hamas and 
Hezbollah. Hungary 
previously banned the group. 
Liberal lawmaker Vince 
Gasparro, parliamentary 
secretary for combating 
crime, said Kneecap has 
“publicly displayed support 
for terrorist organisations 
such as Hezbollah and 
Hamas” that goes beyond 
artistic expression.“Canada 
stands firmly against hate 
speech, incitement to 
violence and the glorification 
of terrorism,” Gasparro 
said in a video on social 
media. “Political debate 
and free speech are vital 
to our democracy, but open 
endorsements of terrorist 
groups are not free speech.”

19 killed as migrant 
boat capsizes
Cairo: The bodies of 19 people 
were recovered after the 
rubber migrant boat they 
were in sank off the eastern 
Libyan coast, the International 
Organization for Migration 
said. The boat, which was 
carrying more than 70 
Sudanese and South Sudanese 
nationals, sailed on September 
9 from a beach near the town 
of Kambout and sank the same 
day, an IOM spokesperson told 
The Associated Press Friday. 
A total of 14 people were 
rescued fi ve days later, while 
42 others remain missing, 
the IOM said. 

They were 
intended to 
treat mal-

nourished children 
in Gaza City, 
where famine is 
declared … it was 
a life-saving shipment amid the 
severe restrictions on aid delivery 
to Gaza City

AMMAR AMMAR |  SPOKESPERSON, UNICEF

It is time to 
turn off the 
tap. I now 

call on member 
states to quickly 
endorse these 
new sanctions. We 
want Russia to leave the battlefi eld 
and come to the negotiation table, 
and this is the way to give peace a 
real chance

URSULA VON DER LEYEN  | 
PRESIDENT, EUROPEAN COMMISSION

We have to 
recognise the 
legitimate 

right of Palestinian 
people to have a 
state

EMMANUEL MACRON  |  
PRESIDENT, FRANCE

SHORT TAKES
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Seattle(US), Sept 20: A major 
agreement to protect marine 
diversity in the high seas was 
struck Friday when Morocco 
became the 60th nation to sign 
on, paving the way for the trea-

ty to take effect next year. 
The High Seas Treaty is the 

fi rst legal framework aimed at 
protecting biodiversity in inter-
national waters, those that lie 
beyond the jurisdiction of any 
single country. International 
waters account for nearly two-
thirds of the ocean and nearly 
half of Earth's surface and are 
vulnerable to threats including 
overfi shing, climate change and 
deep-sea mining.

“The high seas are the 
world's largest crime scene 
— they're unmanaged, unen-
forced, and a regulatory legal 
structure is absolutely neces-
sary,” said Johan Bergenas, 
senior vice president of oceans 
at the World Wildlife Fund.

Still, the pact's strength is un-
certain as some of the world's 

biggest players — the US, Chi-
na, Russia and Japan — have 
yet to ratify. The US and Chi-
na have signed, signaling in-
tent to align with the treaty's 
objectives without creating 
legal obligations, while Japan 

and Russia have been active in 
preparatory talks.

Ratifi cation triggers a 120-
day countdown for the treaty 
to take effect. But much more 
work remains to fl esh out 
how it will be implemented, 

fi nanced and enforced.
“You need bigger boats, 

more fuel, more training and a 
different regulatory system,” 
Bergenas said. “The treaty is 
foundational — now begins the 
hard work.”

The treaty is also essential 
to achieving what's known as 
the “30x30” target — an inter-
national pledge to protect 30 per 
cent of the planet's land and sea 
by 2030.

The treaty creates a legal 

process for countries to estab-
lish marine protected areas in 
those waters, including rules 
for potentially destructive ac-
tivities like deep-sea mining 
and geoengineering schemes. 
It also establishes a framework 
for technology-sharing, funding 
mechanisms and scientifi c col-
laboration among countries.

Crucially, decisions under 
the treaty will be made mul-
tilaterally through what are 
known as conferences of par-
ties, rather than by individual 
countries acting alone. 

Within one year of the trea-
ty taking effect, countries will 
meet to make decisions about 
implementation, fi nancing and 
oversight, and only countries 
that ratify before then will have 
voting rights. 

Nations ratify world’s fi rst treaty to protect int’l waters
The high seas are 

home to an array of 
marine life and are 

crucial in regulating 
Earth’s climate — they 

absorb heat and 
carbon dioxide and 

generate half the 
oxygen we breathe

The high seas are the world's 
largest crime scene — they're 

unmanaged, unenforced, and 
a regulatory legal structure is 
absolutely necessary

JOHAN BERGENAS | SENIOR VP OF OCEANS, 
WORLD WILDLIFE FUND

REUTERS 

Washington, Sept 20: Penta-
gon offi cials sat down with a 
group of European diplomats 
in late August and delivered a 
stern message: The US planned 
to cut off some security assis-
tance to Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia, all NATO members 
bordering Russia.

More broadly, Pentagon 
offi cial David Baker told the 
group, according to an offi cial 
with direct knowledge of the 
comments, Europe needed to be 
less dependent on the US Under 
President Donald Trump, the 
US military would be shifting 
its attention to other priorities, 
like defense of the homeland.

Some European diplomats 
fretted that the move could 
embolden Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

On Friday, they may have 
been proven right.

Russian MiG-31 jets entered 
Estonian airspace for roughly 
10 minutes, Estonia said, before 
being chased away by Italian 
F-35s. Russia denied violating 
Estonian airspace, saying its 
jets fl ew over neutral waters.

Hours later, Russian jets 
buzzed a Polish oil platform, 
Warsaw said. Last week, Rus-
sian drones were downed in 
Poland.

The US response to those in-
cidents has so far been muted. 

Trump did not address the lat-
est incursion for several hours, 
before saying it could be "big 
trouble." After last week's Pol-
ish incident, he posted crypti-
cally on his Truth Social app: 
"Here we go!"

His responses appear to fi t an 
emerging pattern.

After months of proposing 
both ideas to solve or interme-
diate some of the world's most 
intractable confl icts, Trump 
has largely withdrawn from 
diplomacy in recent weeks. 
Instead, he has allowed and 

in some cases pressed allies to 
take the lead, with only distant 
promises of US help.

He has increasingly turned 
his attention to domestic issues, 
like tackling crime, confronting 
what he calls violent left-wing 
extremism and overhauling a 
major visa program.
MERCURIAL PRESIDENT, EXHAUSTED 
DIPLOMATS

The president's latest zig 
could easily be followed by a 
zag. In April and May, he pub-
licly fl oated walking away from 
the war in Ukraine, only to 

re-engage heavily on the issue.
Moreover, the White House's 

disengagement has not been ab-
solute. In recent weeks, some 
US weapons have begun fl ow-
ing into Ukraine as part of a 
US-NATO security assistance 
initiative called the PURL pro-
gram.

Still, analysts expressed con-
cern that the mild US reaction 
to Russia's latest provocations 
will only encourage more ag-
gressive steps by Putin.

Several European diplomats 
in Washington privately ex-
pressed exhaustion at Trump's 
changeable attitude on Russia 
- and suggested another hard-
ening of his stance toward Mos-
cow could lack credibility.

Over the summer, those dip-
lomats said, the mood was no-
tably different.

At a NATO summit in June, 
Trump heaped praise on Eu-
ropean leaders and the next 
month repeatedly threatened 
Russia with direct and second-
ary sanctions and agreed to set 
up PURL.

But the anti-climactic sum-
mit with Putin produced no 
breakthroughs and a major 
setback for Kyiv: Trump left 
the meeting saying a ceasefi re 
in Ukraine was not a precon-
dition of lasting peace - a po-
sition held by Putin, but not 

European allies.
In a testy September 4 call 

with European partners, 
Trump argued that European 
nations were expecting the US 
to bail them out when Europe-
ans were still themselves sup-
porting Russia's war machine 
by purchasing Russian oil, ac-
cording to two offi cials briefed 
on the call.

The next week, Trump told 
European Union offi cials they 
should hit China and India with 
100% tariffs to punish them for 
their purchases of Russian oil. 
He portrayed such a move as a 
precondition for US action, one 
offi cial said.

Trump's supporters say he 
is only demanding that Europe 
stand up for its own security.

But some diplomats sense a 
trap. Such measures would be 
hard to get through the EU's bu-
reaucracy promptly, particular-
ly as the bloc prefers sanctions 
to tariffs. Two senior European 
diplomats in Washington also 
noted that Trump has recently 
spoken of lowering trade barri-
ers with India.

It is unclear if Friday's Esto-
nia incursion will alter Trump's 
calculus toward Russia.

His government appeared 
unmoved by a letter from law-
makers in Estonia, Lithuania 
and Latvia last week calling 
for reconsideration of Trump's 
plan to eliminate some security 
assistance.

"Many of our European allies 
are among the world's wealth-
iest countries," a White House 
offi cial said. "They are fully 
capable of funding these pro-
grams if they choose."

RUSSIA’S 
EUROPEAN 

BLITZ Trump’s silence speaks volumes
European diplomats, 
once heartened by 
Trump’s engagement 
with NATO, now worried

Further US disengagement 
would lead us to more provoc-
ative actions from Putin as he 

sees Europe as weaker because it 
can be divided - especially without 
the US there to back it up

ALEX PLITSAS | 
SENIOR FELLOW, ATLANTIC COUNCIL

With tensions already high because of the 
war in Ukraine, the incursion came just over 
a week after more than 20 Russian drones 

entered Polish airspace on the night of 
September 9-10. That prompted NATO jets 

to down some of them and Western offi cials 
to say Russia was testing the alliance's 

readiness and resolve

AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE 

Beijing, Sept 20: China's in-
ternet regulator said Saturday 
it would take "disciplinary and 
punitive measures" against 
popular apps Weibo and 
Kuaishou for highlighting ce-
lebrity news and "undesirable" 
content, extending a crackdown 
on social media platforms.

The Cyberspace Adminis-
tration of China (CAC) said 
the measures would include 
"summonses for interviews, 
injunctions to correct breach-
es within a specifi ed period, 
warnings and strict sanctions 
against those responsible".

The announcement fol-
lowed similar action taken 
by the CAC last week against 
the Instagram-like Xiaohong-
shu, known as Rednote in 
English.

Chinese authorities require 
social media platforms to use 
moderation, with content strict-
ly controlled to avoid anything 
deemed to be too subversive, 
vulgar, pornographic or gen-
erally harmful.

The CAC criticised Weibo 
and Kuaishou for "failing to ful-
fi l their primary responsibility" 
in separate but almost identical 
statements Saturday.

It singled out rankings for 
the most popular searches on 
the two apps and "particularly 
content that over-hypes the ac-
tivities of celebrities, as well as 
trivial posts".

The CAC accused Weibo of 
"damaging the online ecosys-
tem" and Kuaishou of contrib-
uting to the excessive spread 
of celebrity content deemed 
"frivolous".

China widens social 
media crackdown

AGENCIES

Islamabad, Sept 20: Saudi 
Arabia will defend Pakistan in 
the event of India declaring war 
on its neighbour, Pak Defence 
Minister Khawaja Asif told re-
porters in Islamabad Friday, 
emphasising the 'strategic mu-
tual assistance' component of 
the deal two countries signed 
this week.

"Yes, absolutely. There is 
no doubt about it..." Asif told 
Geo TV, a Pak news channel, 
drawing parallels with Article 
5 of the NATO agreement that 
refers to 'collective defence', 
which essentially means a 
military attack against one bloc 
member is an attack on all.

The Pak minister, however, 
stressed the deal with Saudi 
Arabia is a 'defensive' rather 
than 'offensive' arrangement', 
again drawing parallels with 
NATO. "If there is aggression, 
whether against Saudi Arabia 
or Pakistan, we will jointly de-
fend against it," he told Geo TV.

"We have no intention of 

using this pact for any aggres-
sion," Asif told Reuters sepa-
rately. "But if the parties are 
threatened, then obviously 
this arrangement will become 
operative." He also confi rmed 
Pakistan's nuclear weapons 
are available for Saudi Arabia's 
use, although the former's stat-
ed doctrine says the warheads 
are for use only against India.

"Our capabilities will abso-
lutely be available under this 
pact," he said, noting also that 
Pak had always allowed inspec-
tions of its nuclear facilities 
and never committed viola-
tions. A senior Saudi offi cial, 

asked if the deals means Pak 
is now obliged to offer a nucle-
ar shield, told Reuters, "This 
is a comprehensive defensive 
agreement that encompasses 
all military means."

The 'mutual defence' agree-
ment was signed during Pak 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-
if's visit to Riyadh this week. 
According to reports, a key 
clause of this pact states that 
"any aggression against either 
country shall be considered an 
aggression against both".

In response, the Indian gov-
ernment said the Pak-Saudi 
pact "formalises a long-stand-
ing arrangement between the 
two countries" and that the im-
plications are being considered.

Military and political ana-
lysts told Reuters the deal effec-

tively marries Riyadh's money 
with Islamabad's nuclear arse-
nal, and represents a big win 
for both sides. For Pakistan, 
the positive is, of course, for-
midable fi nancial backing and 
the prospect of an 'Arab nations 
alliance'. For Saudi Arabia it 
means a 'nuclear shield'. It al-
so means that Israel, so far the 
only West Asian nation with ac-
cess to nuclear weapons, will be 
watching closely, as will Iran.

On the question of a larger 
'Arab alliance', the Pak Defence 
Minister would only say "the 
doors are not closed". "I cannot 
prematurely answer this... but I 
think it is a fundamental right 
of the countries and people 
here, particularly the Muslim 
population, to defend their re-
gion together."

Saudi to defend Pak against India: Asif
Pak’s defence minister 
draws parallels with 

Article 5 of the NATO 
agreement that refers to 

‘collective defence’, which 
essentially means a 

military attack against 
one bloc member is an 

attack on all

If there is aggression, whether 
against Saudi Arabia or 

Pakistan, we will jointly defend 
against it

KHAWAJA ASIF | DEFENCE MINISTER, PAKISTAN

REUTERS

Brussels, Sept 20: A cyberat-
tack on a provider of check-in 
and boarding systems has dis-
rupted operations at several 
major European airports in-
cluding London's Heathrow, 
the continent's busiest, causing 
fl ight delays and cancellations 
Saturday.

Collins Aerospace, which 
provides systems for several air-
lines at airports globally, is ex-
periencing a technical issue that 
may cause delays for departing 
passengers, Heathrow Airport 
said, having warned of delays.

Brussels Airport and Berlin 
Airport were also affected by 
the attack, they said in separate 
statements.

RTX, Collins Aerospace's 
parent company, said it had be-
come aware of a "cyber-related 
disruption" to its software at se-
lected airports, without naming 
them.

"The impact is limited to 
electronic customer check-in 
and baggage drop and can be 
mitigated with manual check-
in operations," RTX said in an 
e-mailed statement, adding that 
it was working to fi x the issue 
as quickly as possible.

The attack has rendered au-
tomated systems inoperable, 
allowing only manual check-
in and boarding procedures, 
Brussels Airport said on its 
website, adding the incident 
had occurred on Friday night.

"This has a large impact on 
the fl ight schedule and will un-
fortunately cause delays and 
cancellations," it said.

Cyberattack disrupts 
European airports

London’s Heathrow, airports 
in Berlin, Brussels affected 
by disruption

RTX experiencing ‘cyber-
related disruption’ in airport 
software

Electronic check-in, baggage 
drop affected, RTX says

The 'mutual defence' 
agreement was 
signed during Pak 
Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif's visit 
to Riyadh this week. 
According to reports, 
a key clause of this 
pact states that "any 
aggression against 
either country shall 
be considered an 
aggression 
against both"
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business
INDIA TOPS IN FDI STOCKS IN NEPAL
According to a study released recently by the Nepal 
Rastra Bank (NRB), the Central Bank, the FDI stock from 
India topped the chart. FDI stock is the total accumulated 
value of Foreign Direct Investments over time. Accord-
ing to the Survey Report on Foreign Direct Investment in 
Nepal (2023-24), the total FDI stock, India ranked in the top 
position (32.3 per cent), followed by China (10.2 per cent), 
Singapore (8.3 per cent), Ireland (6.9 per cent), and 
South Korea (6.1 per cent)

I was fortunate to 
graduate in 2005, when 

H-1B norms were far more 
favourable in the US. But things 
changed quickly in 2008 during 
the fi nancial crisis -- many 
Indian students felt upset, lost, 
and stuck. India of 2025 is far 
more exciting place for 
talented students:
RADHIKA GUPTA | CEO, EDELWEISS MUTUAL FUND 

Amul cuts price
New Delhi: Amul brand, 
Saturday announced 
reduction of retail prices 
of more than 700 product 
packs, including ghee, 
butter ice cream, bakery and 
frozen snacks, as it decided 
to pass on benefi ts of the 
GST rate cut to consumers. 
The new price will be 
effective from September 
22.  In a statement, Gujarat 
Cooperative Milk Marketing 
Federation (GCMMF) 
announced revision in 
price list of more than 700 
product packs, offering full 
benefi t of GST reduction 
to its customers, effective 
September 22, 2025. The 
MRP of butter (100 gm) 
has been reduced to Rs 
58 from Rs 62. Ghee rates 
have been cut by Rs 40 to 
Rs 610 per litre. The MRP 
of Amul processed cheese 
block (1kg) has been cut by 
Rs 30 to Rs 545 per kg. The 
new MRP of frozen paneer 
(200 gm) will be Rs 95 from 
September 22 as against Rs 
99 now.

Apple to clock 
record sales 
New Delhi: US tech giant 
Apple is set to achieve its 
highest festive-sales count 
in India, with analysts 
forecasting a 28 per cent 
year-on-year sales increase 
in 2025 owing to the early 
success of the iPhone 
17 series.  Counterpoint 
research forecasted record 
growth in sales owing to 
an aggressive n-1 strategy 
during the festive season, 
and the 17 series performed 
better than the 16 series. 
Analysts said that the fi rst 
week of sales for the iPhone 
17 series is 19 per cent 
higher than the iPhone 16 
series.

Sampre Nutritions 
approves bonus issue
New Delhi: Health and 
confectionery products 
manufacturer Sampre 
Nutritions Saturday said 
its board has approved 
proposals for a bonus issue 
and split of equity shares. 
The company board in its 
meeting  September 19 
approved the subdivision of 
one equity share having a 
face value of Rs 10 into two 
equity shares of face value 
Rs 5 each, Sampre Nutritions 
said in a statement. The 
board also approved a bonus 
issue of equity shares in the 
ratio of 1:1, one bonus equity 
share of face value Rs 5 each 
for every one fully paid up 
equity share of Rs 5 each. 
Sampre said it has a balance 
of free reserves of Rs 59.86 
crore in the securities 
premium account as of 
March 31, 2025. The bonus 
issue requires a balance of 
Rs 21.55 crore. 

SHORT TAKES

Glad to know 
from Jurgen 
Westermei-

er, MD, Airbus 
India that Airbus 
is sourcing $1 
billion+ worth 
components and has 100+ Indian 
suppliers

ASHWINI VAISHNAW | UNION MINISTER 
ELECTRONICS AND IT

C-DOT lab 
is highly 
benefi cial 

and would help in 
saving the lives of 
citizens, including 
the fi shermen com-
munity. This engagement has set 
the stage for deeper, forward-look-
ing collaboration in emergency 
alerting and telecom innovation 

AVINASH RAMTOHUL | MAURITIUS MINISTER, IT

uoteu

All the efforts 
that were tak-
en to promote 

the 'Make In India' 
programme have 
started yielding 
results

PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY MINISTER

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Sept 20: The Em-
ployees Provident Fund Organ-
isation (EPFO) has introduced 
a signifi cant change that will 
make it easier for professionals 
to transfer their provident fund 
balance when switching jobs.  

Members can now download 
Annexure K, a crucial docu-
ment needed for PF transfers, 
straight from the EPFO Mem-
ber Portal, according to a circu-
lar released earlier this week 
by the Union Labour Ministry.

Until now, employees could 
only access Annexure K upon 
request, and it was only shared 
between PF offi ces, which fre-
quently caused delays and in-
convenience. By giving mem-
bers immediate online access 
to the document, the reform 
seeks to improve convenience 
and transparency.

Because it includes detailed 
information about an employ-
ee's provident fund account, in-
cluding member information, 
the PF balance with interest, 
full service history, job details, 
and joining and exit dates, An-
nexure K is essential for the PF 

transfer process.
When an employee changes 

jobs, this transfer certifi cate 
guarantees that their pension 
service and PF accumulations 
are correctly transferred to a 
new account.

According to the Labour 
Ministry, the new rule will 
guarantee a smoother trans-
fer process, enable employees 
to check the status of their 
transfer applications online, 
and confi rm the accuracy of 
their PF balance and service 
period in the new account.

By logging into the EPFO 
member portal, going to the 

online services section, select-
ing "Track Claim Status," and 
then selecting the option to 
download Annexure K in PDF 
format, employees can obtain 
the document.

Steps to download Annexure 
K: Log in to the EPFO member 
portal using your details, go to 
‘Online Services’, select ‘Track 
Claim Status’, and click on 
‘Download Annexure K’.

Earlier, Union Minister 
for Labour and Employment, 
Mansukh Mandaviya, also in-
troduced a new facility called 
‘Passbook Lite’ which will en-
able members to easily check 
their passbook and related 
summarised view of their 
contributions, withdrawals 
and balance in a simple and 
convenient format through the 
member portal itself -- without 
having to go to the passbook 
portal

As part of the changes made 
to guarantee that members 
receive effective, transparent, 
and user-friendly services, the 
EPFO has added a new feature 
called "Passbook Lite" to its 
member portal.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Sept 20: Using the 
Time Use Survey 2024, the gov-
ernment is set to decode deeper 
insights into applications of da-
ta for policymaking, according 
to the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation 
(MoSPI). 

Time Use Survey data re-
veals changes in work-life pat-
terns and gender roles since 
2019, assisting policymakers in 
shaping social and economic 
programmes. It is an important 
source of information about the 
activities that are performed by 
the population and the time du-
ration for which such activities 
are performed.

The National Statistics Offi ce 
and the Centre for Development 
Studies in Thiruvananthapuram 
will hold a Data User’s Conference 
on the Time Use Survey 2024.

The event, to be held, Septem-
ber 22 in Kerala's Thiruvanan-
thapuram, seeks to connect data 
producers with policymakers, 
offering details about how in-
dividuals distribute their time 
among paid work, unpaid work, 
childcare, adult care, learning, 
and leisure. The TUS 2024 builds 
on the earlier survey of 2019 and 
provides comparative evidence 
to track changes in work and life 
patterns in India.

Technical sessions on the de-

sign of the survey, key fi ndings, 
and utility of TUS data, a panel 
discussion, and an open interac-
tion with participants form the 
agenda of the programme.

The event will host approxi-
mately 175 participants, including 
researchers, economists, policy-
makers, and representatives from 
international organisations, civil 
society, and the media.

It will conclude with a brief 
outlining of refl ections and take-
aways from the discussions held 
throughout the conference, the 
Ministry said.

The conference is designed to 
reinforce MoSPI’s commitment 
to enhancing the country’s sta-
tistical framework, it noted.

The deliberations are expect-
ed to strengthen the relevance 
of the Time Use Survey in In-
dia’s statistical system, helping 
policymakers address critical 
socio-economic questions with 
robust data support, the Minis-
try added.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Sept 20: India has 
emerged as a global leader in 
seafood exports, currently sup-
plying to 132 countries, and the 
nation has set an aim to double 
its exports to $15 billion by 2030. 

India has shipped 16,98,170 
tonnes of seafood worth Rs 
62,408.45 crore ($7.45 billion) 
during 2024-25 as against ex-
ports of 17,81,602 tonnes in 
2023-24, worth Rs 60,523.89 crore 
($7.38 billion), refl ecting the sec-
tor’s strong resilience despite 
global trade fl uctuations.

The fi sheries sector also 
supports the livelihood of 
more than 30 million fi shers 
and fi sh farmers, highlighting 
its crucial role in the nation’s 
economy, Seafood Exporters 
Association of India (SEAI) said 
ahead of SEAI's India Interna-
tional Seafood Show 2025.

The 24th edition of the India 
International Seafood Show, 
Asia’s premier seafood trade 
fair, will be held from Septem-
ber 25 to 28, at Bharat Man-
dapam here.

This year’s edition will be part 
of World Food India 2025, the 
Government of India’s fl agship 
global food innovation event that 
celebrates India’s culinary her-
itage and fosters partnerships 
across the food value chain.

“IISS showcases the tremen-
dous growth of India’s seafood 
export sector. As we mark our 
golden jubilee, this event will 
help us strengthen our global 
position and expand into new 
markets,” said SEAI President, 
Pawan Kumar.

SEAI Secretary-General, KN 
Raghavan, added, “Our motto, 
‘Sustainably Harvested, Hu-
manely Sourced,’ refl ects our 
deep commitment to ethical 
sourcing and responsible aqua-
culture practices."

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Sept 20: In a move 
aimed at reducing confusion 
and easing compliance, capi-
tal markets regulator Security 
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 
Friday simplifi ed the process 
of transferring securities from 
nominees to legal heirs. 

In a circular issued, the reg-
ulator said that from January 
1, 2026, all reporting entities, 
including depositories, listed 
companies, RTAs and depos-

itory participants, will be re-
quired to use a new code “TLH” 
(Transmission to Legal Heirs) 
while reporting such transfers 
to the Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT).

Currently, when securities 
are passed on from a nominee 
to a legal heir, the transaction 
is sometimes treated as a tax-
able “transfer” and assessed 
under capital gains provisions.

Although Section 47(iii) of 
the Income Tax Act exempts 
such transmissions, the error 

often forces investors to seek 
refunds later, causing unnec-
essary inconvenience.

To address this issue, SEBI 
had set up a working group 
that consulted with CBDT and 
recommended the adoption of a 
standard reporting code.

“It has been decided that 
a standard reason code viz. 
‘TLH’ shall be used by the re-
porting entities while reporting 
the transmission of securities 
from nominee to legal heir, to 
the CBDT so as to enable proper 
application of the provisions of 
the Income Tax Act, 1961,” SEBI 
said in its circular.

The regulator has in recent 
months taken several steps to 
streamline processes related to 
nomination and transmission 
of securities.

Earlier, SEBI had simplifi ed 
the appointment of nominees 
to ensure smooth transfer of 
securities after the death of an 
investor.

Nominees act as trustees 
and are required to pass on 
the securities to the rightful 
legal heir as per the succes-
sion plan.

EPFO makes PF transfer easy

Govt to decode data 
apps for policymaking

SEBI eases securities transfer process

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 20: The re-
cent Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) reforms represent a 
landmark step in reshaping 
India’s taxation system to bet-
ter serve the aspirations of its 
youth, the Union Government 
said Saturday. 

GST on leather, footwear, 
textiles, handicrafts, and 
toys has been reduced to 5 

per cent to boost youth-led 
MSMEs and exports. Mean-
while, Essential learning 
materials like pencils, eras-
ers, and exercise books have 
been made GST-free to ease 
education costs.

GST on gyms or fitness 
centres was slashed from 18 
per cent to 5 per cent, making 
fitness more affordable and 
accessible. At the same time, 
the tax rates on two-wheelers 

(under 350cc) and small cars 
have been reduced from 28 per 
cent to 18 per cent, enhancing 
youth mobility.

Moreover, Healthcare has 
been made affordable with GST 

on medicines cut to 5 per cent 
or to Nil, while health insur-
ance is exempted from GST.

The government has also 
introduced a uniform 5 per 
cent GST on drones, support-

ing startups and the Make in 
India initiative.

Additionally, Daily food 
items like UHT milk, roti, 
paratha, paneer, and packaged 
snacks bear a rough under 5 
per cent or a Nil tax slab, eas-
ing household expenses.

The GST rationalisation 
also promotes affordability, 
healthier lifestyles, and im-
proved ease of living for youth 
and households.

The Union government has 
also lowered the indirect tax 
on cement from 28 per cent to 
18 per cent, lowering housing 
and infrastructure costs.

By simplifying tax struc-
tures, reducing rates across 
key industries, and addressing 

long-standing anomalies, these 
reforms are designed to create 
an enabling environment for 
entrepreneurship, job cre-
ation, and affordable living.

Sectors with high youth 
participation, such as educa-
tion, automobiles, technol-
ogy, handicrafts, footwear, 
healthcare, food processing, 
and textiles —have been pri-
oritised to lower costs, boost 
competitiveness, and encour-
age innovation.

Beyond reducing the fi nan-
cial burden on households 
and businesses, the reforms 
strengthen India’s vision of in-
clusive growth, sustainability, 
and empowerment of the next 
generation.

GST reforms assure commitment to empower youth, inclusive growth
By simplifying tax structures, reducing rates 

across key industries, and addressing long-standing 
anomalies, these reforms are designed to create an 

enabling environment for entrepreneurship, job 
creation, and affordable living.

India aims to double 
seafood exports 

H M Bangur receives Honorary Doctorate 
Bhubaneswar: H M Bangur, Chairman 
of Shree Cement, was Saturday awarded 
an Honorary Doctorate by the Kalinga 
Institute of Industrial Technology 
(KIIT) in recognition of his leadership 
in Indian industry and commitment to 
sustainability and social responsibility. 
Bangur said, “This recognition is not mine 
alone—it belongs to every colleague, mentor, partner, and community 
that has shaped our journey.” He highlighted Odisha’s role as a key 
growth driver, adding, “Odisha will remain a cornerstone of India’s 
growth story, and as we expand our presence, we are committed to 
building a modern, green cement business that creates enduring value 
for stakeholders while contributing to India’s sustainable future.”

TPSODL's power push for Ganjam
Berhampur: A major milestone in Ganjam’s 
power infrastructure was achieved with the 
commissioning of a new 33KV line from the Hinjili 
Grid Sub-Station to the Sheragada Primary Sub-
Station. The project was carried out by TPSODL, 
under the ODSSP V scheme ( MukhyaMantri 
Shakti BikasJojana) at a cost of about `6 crore. 
It is set to benefi t more than 40,000 consumers 
across 22 Gram Panchayats in Sheragada block.  The new line, 18 km in 
length and built with 148 sq mm conductor, will strengthen supply to four 
Primary Sub-Stations, Adapada, Sheragada, Karadakana, and Palashpur, 
in the area. This will ensure stable and quality electricity for households, 
farmers, and small businesses. Amit Kumar Garg, CEO of TPSODL, said, 
“This project refl ects our commitment in strengthening rural power 
infrastructure. With the new line, consumers of Sheragada will enjoy more 
reliable, stable, and quality electricity. Our focus remains on building a 
robust network that supports households, farmers, and local businesses.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 20:  Nass-
com has urged its member 
companies to urgently get 
their H1B employees who are 
currently outside America, 
to return to the US, amid the 
tight one-day countdown to 
visa fee hike implementation, 
Shivendra Singh, Vice Presi-
dent of the apex industry body 
said Saturday.

Singh referred to the H1B 
visa as a critical cog in the op-
erations of both US and Indian 
companies.

"This particular move has 
come at a time when the tech-
nology is evolving at such a 
rapid pace, with AI and other 
front-end technologies gain-
ing space to make the US the 
number one economy and the 
need to sustain American in-
novation leadership. This is 
something which is going to 
disrupt the system for some 
time, given the fact that not 
enough transition time was 
given. It was one day's dead-
line for professionals to re-
turn," he said.

Nasscom believes that more 
consultations with the indus-
try should have taken place 
before a signifi cant move like 
this was put in place. It said 
the US' move to raise H-1B visa 
application fee to $100,000 will 
impact India's technology ser-

vices companies as business 
continuity will be disrupted 
for onshore projects which 
may require "adjustments".

The association also 
flagged concerns over Sep-
tember 21 timeline for imple-
mentation saying a one-day 
deadline creates considerable 
uncertainty for businesses, 
professionals, and students 
across the world.

India's technology services 
companies will also be impact-
ed as business continuity will 
be disrupted for onshore proj-
ects which may require adjust-
ments. "Companies will work 
closely with clients to adapt 
and manage transitions," 

Nasscom added.
US President Donald Trump 

Friday signed a proclamation 
that will raise the fee for H1B 
visas to a steep $100,000 annu-
ally. The H-1B visa fee ranges 
from about $2,000 to $5,000, de-
pending on employer size and 
other costs.

Indian techies are among 
the main benefi ciaries of the 
US H1B visa program, which 
attracts top talent and exper-
tise from around the globe. 
The Congressional mandated 
pool is 650,000 such visas every 
year, along with an additional 
20,000 visas reserved for those 
who have earned advanced de-
grees in the US.

A look at the USCIS website 
shows that for FY25 (data as on 
June 30, 2025), Amazon topped 
the list of H-1B visa approvals 
at 10,044.

In that list of top ten bene-
fi ciaries, TCS (5,505) is at the 
second spot followed by Micro-
soft Corp (5,189), Meta (5,123), 
Apple (4,202), Google (4,181), 
Cognizant (2,493), JP Morgan 
Chase (2,440), Walmart (2,390) 
and Deloitte Consulting (2,353). 
The top 20 list includes Infos-
ys (2,004), LTIMindtree (1,807), 
and HCL America (1,728).

The visa fee blow comes at 
a time when the $283-billion 
Indian IT sector is already 
rattled by a turbulent business 
environment in the world's 
largest outsourcing market. 
The sector faces delays in 
client decision-making amid 
macroeconomic uncertainties, 
tariffs and trade wars, geopo-
litical tensions, and the chang-
ing landscape driven by AI.

Adding to the concerns is 
the legislative threat of the 
proposed Halting Interna-
tional Relocation of Employ-
ment (HIRE) Act, introduced 
by Senator Bernie Moreno, 
which if passed, will curb out-
sourcing and promote domes-
tic employment by imposing a 
25 per cent levy on payments 
made by American companies 
to foreign workers for services 
benefi ting US consumers.

Nasscom urges cos to bring H1B staff back to US
H1B VISA FEE HIKE
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Dubai, Sept 20: Skipper 
Suryakumar Yadav will depend 
heavily on his spin troika as 
India gear up for yet another 
demolition act of Pakistan in 
what promises to be an intense 
and tense Super 4 face-off of the 
Asia Cup here Sunday.

There have been numerous 
tense build-ups to Indo-Pak 
men's cricket matches in the 
past but 'surface tension' wasn't 
as visible as it has been in this 
case after last Sunday when 
Suryakumar and his team's de-
cision to not shake hands with 
the rivals triggered a storm.

It is understood that the 
Indian team is likely to main-
tain the policy against the 
neighbours this Sunday too 
and handshakes might not be 
the order of the day even as 
Pakistani players and their 
supporters look at the game as 
a "Grudge Match".

Sundays are not always the 
most relaxed days and skipper 
Suryakumar, who anchored In-
dia's chase in their seven-wick-
et win on the previous one, 
would vouch for it.

In this tournament, Suryaku-
mar is expected to be the best 
batter, a tactical genius and al-
so an ambassador for his coun-
try -- all rolled into one.

Before the Pakistan game, 
Surya needed to check all the 
important players in the line-
up and it is very clear that 
Harshit Rana and Arshdeep 
Singh didn't look the part as lit-
tle-known Pakistan-born Oman 
players -- 43-year-old Aamir 
Kaleem and Hammad Mirza 
-- thrashed the out-of-sync duo.

On Sunday though, one will 
get to see Jasprit Bumrah, 
whose mere presence lifts the 

spirit of his teammates in the 
playing eleven alongside Var-
un Chakravarthy. Both were 
rested in the inconsequential 
last game.

For Pakistan, a team whose 
beauty lay in its unpredictabil-
ity, the current side surprising-
ly lacks quality, especially in 
the batting department where 
none of the players can read the 
slow bowlers from the hand.

For a country that produced 
champion players like Javed 
Miandad, Inzamam ul Haq, 
Saleem Malik, and Ijaz Ahmed 
in the bygone years, the current 
lot's technique is rather poor.

Opener Saim Ayub, the left-
hander who scored back-to-
back ducks, has become a sub-
ject of ridicule for making more 
impact with the ball.

"Saim Ayub had the ambition 
of becoming Saeed Anwar but 
he is turning into Saeed Ajmal,", 
goes the joke on the specialist 
opener for having taken more 
wickets in the tournament than 
the number of runs scored. Sa-
hibzada Farhan, Hasan Nawaz 

are two batters, who are trying 
to hit out of trouble and only 
Shaheen Shah Afridi, to every-
one's surprise, has looked like 
the best batter in the squad.

Unlike the last game against 
India when Pakistan played a 
third spinner in left-armer Su-
fi yan Muqeem, there is more 
chance of fast bowler Haris 
Rauf getting the nod on Sun-
day after his impressive show 
against the UAE in their last 
group league game.

‘GRUDGE MATCH’

INDIA, PAK MEET AGAIN 
IN CLASH OF UNEQUALS
Amid rising tensions, Men 

in Blue aim for another 
dominant show against 

Pakistan Sunday

Pycroft to offi ciate 
Indo-Pak match 
again, Pakistan 
cancel media 
interaction

Close your room, 
switch off your phone 
and sleep. I think 
that's the best thing. 

It's easy to say, but some-
times it is diffi cult because 
you meet a lot of friends, 
you go out for dinner and 
you have a lot of players 
who like to see all these 
things so it's very diffi cult
SURYAKUMAR YADAV | SKIPPER, INDIA
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Beijing, Sept 20: Indian men's 
para badminton pair of Abu 
Hubaida and Prem Kumar Ale 
clinched a bronze medal in the 
WH1-WH2 category after the 
top seeds lost their semifi nal 
match to China's Mai Jianpeng 
and Qu Zimo 4-21, 10-21 in the 
China Para Badminton Interna-
tional, here Saturday.

Abu Hubaida and Ale had fi n-
ished second in Group A with 
two wins and one defeat. They 
beat Australia's Nang Nguyen 
and Chinese Taipei's Yu-Yu 
Ong 21-6, 21-10, and then over-
came the Indian-Czech team of 
Haris Mythili Srikumar and 
Zbynek Sýkora 21-10, 21-12.

Their only loss (12-21, 9-21) in 
the group stage came against 
Japan's Daiki Kajiwara and 
Keita Nishimura.

WH1-WH2 is meant for wheel-
chair-bound players.

"Every match is a new chal-
lenge, and every medal is a 
reward for the hard work 
and support behind me. This 
bronze motivates me to push 
harder and represent India 
on bigger stages," said Abu 
Hubaida.

Abu Hubaida and Ale are 
ranked No 4 in the world in 
men's doubles. The pair is also 
Asia No 3 in the category.

Abu Hubaida, 31, from Luc-
know, overcame polio in his 
childhood to become a four-
time national champion. His 
international achievements 
include gold and bronze medals 
at the Uganda Para-Badminton 
International 2017 and gold at 
the Egypt Para Badminton In-
ternational 2024.

Ale, a former Indian Army 
personnel, sustained spinal 
cord injuries in 2009. He made 
his international debut in 2014 
and has partnered with Abu 
Hubaida to form India's most 
successful wheelchair doubles 
combination.

Hubaida-Prem pair smashes to 
bronze in China Para Badminton
The bronze came on the 

back of their recent 
success at the Asian 

Para-Badminton 
Championships in 

Thailand, where they won 
India's fi rst wheelchair 

doubles medal

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Shenzhen (China), Sept 20: 
The top Indian men's doubles 
pair, Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty, stormed 
into their second fi nal of the 
season with a commanding per-
formance at the China Masters 
2025 here Saturday. 

The Indian pair, seeded 
eighth in this BWF World Series 
event, outclassed second-seeded 

Malaysia’s Aaron Chia and Soh 
Wooi Yik, clinching a dominant 
straight-games victory 21-17, 21-
14 in 41 minutes at the Shenzhen 
Arena here.

In the fi nal, the Indian pair 
will take on the winner of the 
second semifi nal clash between 
the top-seeded Korean pair, 
Won Ho Kim and Seung Jae 

Seo and the Indonesian combi-
nation of Fajar Alfi an and Mu-
hammad Shohibul Fikri.

In the semifi nal clash Sat-
urday, Rankireddy and Shetty 
took an early lead as the two 
sides went neck and neck with 
lead changing hands regularly 
till 13-13, from where the Indi-
an pair slowly built a 19-14 lead 

and eventually won the fi rst 
game 21-17.

Rankireddy 
and Shetty, 
who are cur-
rently ranked 
fourth in the 

BWF Rankings, had things a 
bit easier in the second game 
as they surged to an 8-2 lead. 
The Malaysian pair reduced 
the margin to 8-6. Rankireddy 
and Shetty won four points in 
a row to move to 10-6, but their 
opponents again fought back to 
11-9. The Indians maintained 
their upper hand and went on 
to win the game 21-14 and se-
cured their place in the fi nal.

Rankireddy and Shetty, who 
had fi nished runners-up in the 
Hong Kong Open 2025 last week, 
outclassed China’s Ren Xiang 
Yu and Xie Haonan 21-14, 21-14 
in 38 minutes in their quarter-
fi nal clash.

Sat-Chi storm into 2nd fi nal of season
The Indian pair, seeded 

eighth in this BWF World 
Series event, outclassed 

second-seeded 
Malaysia’s Aaron Chia 

and Soh Wooi Yik, 
clinching a dominant 
straight-games victory 

21-17, 21-14

CHINA 
MASTERS
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Zagreb, Sept 20: India's Gre-
co-Roman wrestlers continued 
to struggle at the World Wres-
tling Championships with all 
three in action Saturday getting 
eliminated early, bringing an 
end to the abject show by the 
country at this year's edition.

Sunny Kumar, competing 
in the 63kg category, lost 1-3 to 
Aref Hosseinkhoun Mohamma-
di while Anil (67kg) could not 
score a single point against Qa-

tar's Gagik M Snjoyan, losing 
his 116 round 0-7.

Karan Kamboj (87kg) lost his 
Qualifi cation round by tech-
nical superiority to American 
Payton Jacobson. Earlier in the 
competition, Suraj Vashishth 
(60kg) reached the quarterfi nals, 
showing promise for future. 

However, the rest of the team 
faced early eliminations. 

Antim Panghal was the lone 
medal winner for India, bag-
ging a hard-fought bronze in 
women's 53kg weight class.

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

India ends on wrestling low
Antim was the lone medal winner for the countryINDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

New Delhi, Sept 20: With the 
BCCI’s Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) set for September 
28 in Mumbai, the race for the 
board’s presidency has nar-
rowed to a clutch of high-pro-
fi le names.

The Final Electoral Roll, 
released by Electoral Offi cer 
AK Joti September 19, fea-
tures four former cricketers 
and administrators — Sourav 
Ganguly (Cricket Association 
of Bengal), Harbhajan Singh 
(Punjab Cricket Association), 
Raghuram Bhat (Karnataka 
State Cricket Association) 
and Jaydev Shah (Saurashtra 
Cricket Association) — who 
are seen as frontrunners for 
the top post. Their presence has 
strengthened calls for cricket-
er-administrators to lead the 
world’s richest cricket body.

Adding intrigue is Kiran 
More, the former India wick-
etkeeper, ex-national selector 
and current Baroda Cricket 
Association secretary. Though 
not listed as a state represen-
tative in the roll, sources indi-
cate a provision exists for his 
nomination. More, who has 
also worked with Mumbai In-
dians and is currently General 
Manager of the MI Women’s 
side in the WPL, is regarded 
as a seasoned hand with both 
cricketing and administrative 
credentials.

Speculation had briefl y 
swirled around Sachin Ten-
dulkar, but the batting legend 
has categorically denied interest.

According to reports, an 
informal meeting on the top 
post is expected in New Delhi 
Saturday. The election process 
opens with nominations from 
September 20, scrutiny and the 
fi nal list of candidates Septem-
ber 23, and voting during the 
AGM September 28. 

Ganguly, Harbhajan 
among frontrunners 
in BCCI chief race

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

London, Sept 20: Liverpool 
stretched their perfect Premier 
League start to maintain their 
stranglehold of the Merseyside 
derby with a 2-1 win over Ever-
ton and open up a six-point lead 
at the top of the table. 

Goals from Ryan Graven-
berch and Hugo Ekitike were 

the defending champions' re-
ward for a dominant fi rst half 
and enough for a fi fth consecu-
tive Premier League win. But 
Liverpool ran out of steam 
after the break and were left 
hanging on after Idrissa Gana 
Gueye fi red Everton back into 
the contest. 

Arne Slot's men had needed 
late goals to win all of their 
previous four Premier League 
games and Champions League 
opener against Atletico Madrid 
in midweek.

This time the Reds did the 
bulk of their good work inside 
the fi rst 30 minutes to leave 
Everton still without a win at 
Anfi eld in front of a crowd in 
the 21st century.

PREMIER LEAGUE

Liverpool beat Everton to 
maintain perfect start
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New Delhi, Sept 20: Defender 
Jyoti Singh will lead a 23-mem-
ber Indian junior women's 
hockey team on a fi ve-match 
tour of Australia, scheduled at 
the National Hockey Centre in 
Canberra from September 26 to 
October 2.

The side will play three 
matches against the Austra-
lia junior women's team, fol-
lowed by two fixtures against 
Canberra Chill, a club com-
peting in Australia's Hockey 
One League.

The tour will serve as crucial 
preparation for the FIH Hock-
ey Women's Junior World Cup 
2025, slated to be held in Santi-
ago, Chile, in December.

The squad, featuring a bal-
anced mix of defenders, mid-
fi elders and forwards, will be 
led by Jyoti, who has already 
broken into the senior team 
during the FIH Hockey Pro 
League earlier this year.

Nidhi and Engil Harsha 
Rani Minz will shoulder the 
goalkeeping responsibilities, 
while the defence will comprise 
Manisha, Jyoti, Lalthantluangi, 
Mamita Oram, Sakshi Shukla, 
Puja Sahoo and Nandni.

Defender Jyoti to lead 
women’s hockey team

Squads:
India: Suyakumar Yadav 
(captain), Abhishek Sharma, 
Shubman Gill, Tilak Varma, Sanju 
Samson (wk), Shivam Dube, 
Hardik Pandya, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Axar Patel, Varun Chakravarthy, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Rinku Singh, 
Jitesh Sharma (wk), Arshdeep 
Singh and Harshit Rana.
Pakistan: Salman Ali Agha 
(c), Abrar Ahmed, Faheem 
Ashraf, Fakhar Zaman, Haris 
Rauf, Hasan Ali, Hasan Nawaz, 
Hussain Talat, Khushdil Shah, 
Mohammad Haris, Mohammad 
Nawaz, Mohammad Waseem Jnr, 
Sahibzada Farhan, Saim Ayub, 
Salman Mirza, Shaheen Afridi, 
Sufyan Moqim.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Sept 20: Smriti 
Mandhana's heroics couldn't 
trump Beth Mooney's master-
class as Australia reinforced 
their dominance over India 
with a 43-run victory in the 
third women's ODI, clinch-
ing their 11th bilateral se-
ries against the hosts, here 
Saturday.

Mooney's blistering 138 off 
79 balls powered Australia to 
their joint-highest ODI total of 
412 all out. It was also Austra-
lia's highest-ever total against 
India, surpassing their 371/8 in 
Brisbane last year.

The Australian bowlers then 
held their nerve, weathering a 
121-run stand between Mand-
hana (125 off 63 balls) and skip-
per Harmanpreet Kaur (52 off 
35 balls), and a late onslaught 
by Deepti Sharma (72 off 58 
balls) to bowl out India for 369 

and preserve their 100 per cent 
series win record by taking the 
three-match contest 2-1.

Had India succeeded, they 
would have eclipsed the world 
record for the highest success-
ful run chase which is cur-
rently held by Sri Lanka, who 
chased down 302 against South 
Africa in Potchefstroom in 2024.

On a day when boundaries 
fl owed freely, India conceded 
a staggering 60 fours and fi ve 
sixes. In contrast, Australia al-
lowed 39 fours and seven sixes 
in their defence, a gulf that ul-
timately proved decisive.

India's fi elding unit also 
fl oundered yet again with 
dropped chances and misfi elds, 
punctuated only by occasional 
fl ashes of brilliance like Deep-
ti's one-handed return catch to 
get rid of Grace Harris.

Chasing a daunting 413, 
Mandhana blended elegance 
with belligerence to continue 
her dazzling form. Her second 
consecutive century, a 50-ball 
masterclass was the fastest by 
an Indian in ODIs, eclipsing her 
own mark of 70 balls. She hit 
fi ve sixes.

Partnering with Harman-
preet, she kept the run rate 
well above par as the duo raced 
along at ten an over.

After early dismissals of 
Pratika Rawal (10) and Har-
leen Deol (11), Mandhana, who 
was dropped on 53, and Har-
manpreet steadied India with 
a smart mix of singles and 
boundaries.

Their partnership silenced 
Australia's attack and kept 
the Kotla crowd buzzing. But 
momentum shifted in the 20th 
over when Harmanpreet, after 
taking a medical break, fell lbw 
in the very next ball.

An over later, Mandhana 
miscued a lofted stroke to deep 

backward square, plunging the 
stadium into silence.

With the two gone, Deepti 
hit fi ve boundaries and a cou-
ple of sixes to keep the chase 
alive but with wickets kept 
tumbling, India were unable 
to cross the line.

Earlier, Mooney matched the 
searing Delhi heat with a daz-
zling innings.

If Mooney's whirlwind 
knock, her highest score in 
ODIs, lit up the middle overs, 
young opener Georgia Voll (81), 
Ellyse Perry (68) and skipper 
Alyssa Healy (30) provided the 
early fi reworks after electing to 
bat fi rst.

India's bowling attack looked 
toothless on a fl at Kotla track. 
The team made inroads at the 
fag end, but the damage had al-
ready been done.

Mandhana’s ton in vain
Smriti Mandhana's 

second-fastest 
hundred in women’s 
ODIs goes waste as 

India’s quest for a 
world-record chase 

in the series-deciding 
third game against 

Australia ended in a 
43-run defeat

Brief scores:
Australia 412 all out in 47.5 overs 
(Beth Mooney 138, Georgia 
Voll 81; Arundhati Reddy 3-86, 
Deepti Sharma 2-75) beat India 
369 all out in 47 overs (Smriti 
Mandhana 125, Deepti Sharma 
72; Kim Garth 3-69, Megan 
Schutt 2-53) by 43 runs
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