@ HERE. NOW

VOLUME 15, ISSUE 178 | www.orissapost.com BHUBANESWAR | SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 27, 2025 12 PAGES | 35.00

gl T e S o e T s s s T T T T S

I.I -. l. = mm . R LB} I. LA} 5 us I' I.I L lf Il. l-l L}

- DSPL-279

Govt. of India Govt, of Odisha

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Service is the resolve,
India First the inspiration...75 years

Mohan Charan Majhi
Chief Minister, 0disha

Seva Parv-2025

Foundation Stone Laying and Inauguration of Various

Development Projects worth ~ ¥60,000 Crore

by Prime Minister

Shri Narendra Modi

27 September 2025 | 11:30 AM | Amlipali Ground, Jharsuguda

/ Laying of Foundation Stone \

Expansion of infrastructure in Eight lITs (Bhilai, Dharwad, i I | Rail flyover between Sambalpur City and Sarla - ¥ 273 Crore
Jammu, Palakkad, Jodhpur, Indore, Patna, and Tirupati)

leading to an increase of 12 thousand seats over the next ? #| Laying of foundation stone for setting up of Semiconductor
four years- % 11,000 Crore | and ESDM park in collaboration with IIT, Bhubaneswar.

MERITE-Scheme to support Engineering and Polytechnic @ Nationwide Swadeshi 4G (5G Ready) Network Services by BSNL
Institutions- ¥ 4,200 Crore

Odisha Skill development projects including setting up of World
\ Skill Centers- ¥ 1,979 Crore /

Distribution of Work Order Flagging Off

% Work order under “Antyodaya Gruha Yojana” Scheme to Amrit Bharat Express between Brahmapur and Surat
@) 50,000 Beneficiaries (Udhna)

Dedication to Nation Inauguration

Penairg of Beiline hetweon Kevaputand Baigda =1 §51 Cror Wi-Fi enabled campuses in 130 Higher Education Institutions

(HEls) of the State - ¥ 90 Crore

—
>

Doubling of Rail line between Manabar-Koraput-Gorapur - ¥ 955

Crore
Unveiling the Plan

Unveiling the master plan for upgradation of VIMSAR Hospital, Burla and MKCG Hospital, Berhampur to world class superspeciality hospital- ¥ 3,000 Crore

/ In august presence of \

Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati Shri Mohan Charan Majhi
Governor, Odisha Chief Minister, Odisha -
(o]
«
Shri Jual Oram Shri Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo Smt. Pravati Parida ;:i;'tg"é;sthoré" J;:; Sh;:n?gg';i::i!:;;:'k §
Union Minister of Tribal Affairs Deputy Chief Minister, Odisha Deputy Chief Minister, Odisha (Revenue & Disaster Management) (RD, Panchayati Raj & Drinking Water) g
—
Dr. Mukesh Mahalin, Shri Suryabanshi Sura
Minister, Govt. of mishag Minimr‘_’ Govt. of Odlisha ) Shri Baijayant Panda Shri Pradeep Purohit Shri Jayanarayan Mishra Shri Tankadhar Tripathy E
(Health & Family Welfare, Parliamentary Affairs, (Higher Education, Sports & Youth Services, (MP; Kendrapara) {iF, Bargart) (MLA, Sambalpur) (LA, dharsuguda) o
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Amar Singh Chamkila
earns two Emmy nods

New Delhi: Filmmaker Imtiaz Ali and actor-musi-
cian Diljit Dosanjh have expressed joy over the two
International Emmy nominations for their film
Amar Singh Chamkila, calling it a recognition of
Punjab and its artists.

The Netflix film, based on the life and times of slain
Punjabi musician Amar Singh Chamkila, is nomin-
ated in the TV Movie/Mini-Series category. Dosanjh
has earned a nod in the Best Performance by an Actor
category. The International Academy of Television
Arts & Sciences announced the nominations in New
York Thursday night, with the film emerging as the
lone Indian entry. Amar Singh Chamkila is a rare
film because it has to do with the scent of the land
of Panjab- its music, its socio-politics, its conflict, its
aspirations, and its many problems.

“The fact that conflict creates art creates conflict
was represented through the life of Amar Singh Cham-
kila in this film. We are all very happy that we could
bring the story of Chamkila, such a unique individual,
to the fore. The story of Amarjot and Chamkila is also
the story of Panjab,” Ali said in a statement.

At the 53rd International Emmy Awards gala,
scheduled to be held in New York City November
24, the film will vie for the TV Movie/Mini-Series
award alongside Herrhausen: The Banker and the
Bomb (Germany), Lost Boys & Fairies (United King-
dom) and Vencer o Morir (Chile). PTI

Moinak Biswas in conversation with FSB president Subrata Beura

PC: FSB

Choudhury and how he
provides legal help to vic-
tims of hate crime in North
India.

PC: Calcutta  New
York Kolkata by Moinak
Biswas was the highlight
of the day. Biswas tries
to capture Historian and
Political Theorist Partha
Chatterjee through six
episodes in the documen-
tary, in relation with the
cities he has inhabited
and the place he calls his
home. Biswas joined for
a post screening conver-
sation and shared his ex-
perience of rediscovering
Kolkata through Football,
Bengal Partition and refu-
gee crisis through an an-
thropological lens.

Film critic Aditya
Shrikrishna who is a
core member of FSB

Bhubaneswar, Sept 26:
The second day at the 6th
Indian Documentary Film
Festival Bhubaneswar (ID-
FFB), organised by Film
Society of Bhubaneswar
(FSB) started off with the
screening of Only if the Ba-
by Cries by Shadab Farooq
followed by Bedabrata
Pain’s Déja vu. The latter
is based on the backdrop
of farmers protest in India
against the farm laws and
how similar laws were
introduced in USA and
who benefited from it.
Pain, who joined for a post
screening conversation on-
line, shared his extensive
research and engaged with
the audience about the
free market intervention
in agriculture in America.

The day followed with
screening of Election Dair-

Il GEMINI _
Bosses will assign new

responsibilities to you, pre-

dicts Ganesha. Your daytime

distress, however, will transform into
jubilation by the end of the day's work,

as you will be able to produce brilliant
results. Ganesha advises you to delay
hidding for tenders by a few days.

[l CANCER

Today, it is quite possible
that you have a presenti-
ment of things that are about to happen.
Scarily enough, the premonition may not
be too far off the mark. All your senses,
especially your sixth sense, are likely to
remain highly active today. It is best for
you to keep your eyes and ears open to
avoid any misunderstanding at work or
home, says Ganesha.

Orissa
SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 27, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR Liam Hemsworth, who replaced Henry Cavill Leonardo DiCaprio stressed that while streaming
both daunting and thrilling amid fan back- essential for preserving cinema’s communal
lash. The Netflix show’s creators also ad- experience. Reflecting on today’s content boom,
seasons, revealing that Cavill’s departure theatres. Discussing his action thriller One Battle
was a result of conversations that had been After Another, DiCaprio said the film is ‘uniquely
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B ARIES Kolkata highlight of day 2
Today, the stars put you on ¥
ing. You wil save yourself - Mumbai: Bollywood actor Bhumi Pednekar
ing. You will save your: ; ]
from being swindied. Though you will has opened up about her struggles with re
you may make a few enemies on your in the spotlight. . .
way. It's not a good day if you're looking Speaking candidly, the Pati Patni Aur
is something actors grow accustomed ,
to, but acknowledged it is especially
Il TAURUS D
gets. “Trolling, bullying, whatever 4 |
as you work and interact you call it, we’re used to it. But i
today. Do not let the pressure and strain
always know how to deal with it,”
on acting on the things at hand. If you she confessed.
find things spiralling out of control, take
h heart, ts Ganesha. something she wakes up with;
soothes your heart, suggests Ganesha rather, it is something she dis-
there are no other choices.
Social media, she explained, y- B i
cism, and opinions, but her
ambition continues to push
est moments. )
Reflecting on professional | .
painful it is when critically
praised films fail commercial-
gets credibility but doesn’t
do numbers,” she shared.
ments also taught her she
is more than just her films.
refuses to surrender to set-
backs. “I have to pick my-
an ecosystem. Nobody else
puts bread on my plate, it’s

in The Witcher, described the transition as platforms continue to grow, the box office remains
|
‘ e | S r e dressed Cavill’s surprising exit after three he highlighted the importance of audiences filling
u going on ‘for a while’ behind the scenes. crafted and specialised’ for cinemagoers.
‘ s
- [ )
"R PC: Calcutta New York
FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181* co u rag e WI I n
high alert... and not for noth-
easily manage to stay ahead of others, silience, trolling, and the pressures of living
to buy a house or vehicle, says Ganesha. Woh star admitted that online bullying
difficult when women become the tar-
Impulsive action kicks in
when women are targeted, I don’t = s\:%
cloud your thoughts, and instead focus
a break and listen to some music that EloTiit] Glle GURIRIS At
covers within herself when
brings constant noise, criti-
her forward even in the tough-
challenges, she admitted how r*
ly. “It breaks you when a film  *
However, those lonely mo-
Bhumi stressed that she '
self up because I support
me,” she declared. acencies | \

H LEO

_ Your passionate and emo-
tional nature contributes in =
a big way to your sudden
outbursts of emotions, says Ganesha.
Today, your anger may erupt abruptly.
This makes it very likely for you to
get carried away irrespective of your

surroundings and circumstances, both
at work and at home.

Hl VIRGO
Stay clear of a coalition when i
it comes to business ven- g7, Y

tures, warns Ganesha. Alone,

you can manage an entire stampede. By

your own you are, by far, the best admin-
" istrator of your department. Today, find

yourself being the general and uniting

people under your banner to achieve

greater success, says Ganesha.

H LIBRA
Ever heard of the phrase, Kn

'To stick one's foot in one's

mouth'? Well, today you

might be doing exactly the same, albeit
unwittingly. You are likely to invite trou-
ble, especially if some of those heated
discussions get out of hand. A legal
dispute does not seem unlikely. One can
always get an out-of-court settlement,
but why go through all that? Just remem-
ber to be cautious today in all that you do
or say, hints Ganesha.

Il SCORPIO

You shall probably realise the

fact that seeing is believing.

Learn to trust your own eyes

more than what you hear. Don’t get lost
in the crowd, warns Ganesha. Strive to
stand out and be in the spotlight, advises
Ganesha.

I SAGITTARIUS GREAR
Round and round they ~_
tumble, the wheels of life,

smoothly gliding into a rou- -
tine. You may spend your day in discon-
tent due to the rut of regular activities.
Sadly, there is little hope or adventure
Ganesha foresees that might make this
day worthwhile for you.

Il CAPRICORN

A good day always begins
with a good start. It will be
a good day for you today
as you will start the day with a positive
attitude to life, says Ganesha. Your unre-
mitting dedication and determination will
not only put you ahead of others, but will
also help you get an edge over them.

[l AQUARIUS

You are a polished diamond.
Adversities come and go, yet
you remain unruffled. Today,
you manage to please your hoss, and be-
loved, and that is a feat! It is yet another
day of contentment. And in a cyclical
process, this again rejuvenates you into
giving your best, says Ganesha.

[l PISCES

Do not let your emotions in- f
fluence your strategies in any

way. Mixing business with

sentiments is only for super spies. Keep
a close check on your emotions and do

not get carried away. Travel for business
purposes is indicated, says Ganesha.

Bhubaneswar: The members

woman from Baluria village

Mo Bou Mo Gaonteam celebrates Silver Lotus

of Mo Bou Mo Gaon (My Moth-
er My Village), an Odia docu-
mentary film that received
prestigious Silver Lotus
Award at the National Film
Awards Tuesday, celebrated
the success here at Geeta Go-
vind Sadan, Friday.

Talking to Orissa POST dir-
ector Subhash Sahoo, who is
also an eminent sound de-
signer in Bollywood from
Odisha, said, “It’s a huge
honour for me. Through this
movie, we tried to showcase
the roots of our state and our
traditions, which are slowly
becoming extinct.”

He goes on to add, “This pro-
ject came as a result of demand
from people and filmmakers

| PEANUTS

who wanted to see a story
deeply rooted in my culture.
That’s how my 18-year jour-
ney to make this film began.
Making this movie was a real
challenge, as I not only directed
it, but also narrated and acted
in it. I want to thank my editor
and co-producer, Suvir Nath,
for helping me complete this
project."

Made under the banners

of Kicksy Wickesy Films
and RNV 1820 Films and
produced by Suprava Sahoo,
the film was previously show-
cased at the several inter-
national film festivals, re-
ceiving widespread acclaim.

The film explores the
themes of cultural preser-
vation and the fading trad-
itions of rural India. It tells
the story of Seba Bou, a

in Kendrapada district, who
groomed girls reaching pu-
berty in all those set skills
that a young woman needs
to become a good wife and
daughter-in-law.

It also highlights Seba Bou’s
seventeen-year-long dedication
to protect village customs. Shot
primarily in the director’s na-
tive village of Baluria and in
Bhubaneswar, the 63-minute
film was a monumental ef-
fort, spanning eighteen years
of shooting and two years of
post-production. Though Seba
Bou, the film’s central charac-
ter, is no longer alive, the film
honors her immortal spirit
and her legacy of commitment
to cultural heritage.

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

FUN

POST

CROSSWORD
5

ies- a series of documen-
taries on the 2024 Gener-
al Elections produced by
Centre for Modern Indian
Studies (CeMIS), Univer-
sity of Gottingen. Gola
Dreams by Pankaj Rishi
Kumar, A Miniscule Min-
ority by Avijit M Kishore,
Crescent in the Saffron
Sky by Alishan Jaffri and
Omair Farooq, State of
Hope by Anjali Monterio
and KP Jayasankar and
Ruke Na Jo by Prateek
Sekhar are the other mov-
ies that were screened as
part of the series. Lalit
Vachani’s Encountering
Hate was also screened
based on the story of Hu-
man Rights Lawyer AA

said, “The audience had
the opportunity to watch
documentaries ranging
from American agricul-
ture crisis to 2024 General
Assembly Elections. FSB
will continue its effort to
bring movies from differ-
ent parts of South Asia to
its audience and critically
engage through the visual
medium.”

The second day drew
an enthusiastic response
with participation from
students of Birla Global
University, members
of FSB, and cinephiles.
OrissaPOST and Dharitri
are serving as its official
print media partners.
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|_SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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Across

HOw DID OLD
VLASIC MAKE
HIS MONEY?

IN PICKLES.
HE'S A
DILLIONAIRE!

1 Bordeaux wine 21

14 Diamond
measurements
16 Predicament

Copyright ©2025 PuzzleJunction.com

19 Obtain 6
Vagabond 7

4 Abominates 24 Bumbling 8

9 Nuclear 25 Dramatic scene
weapons 26 Mental picture 13
ingredient 27 Artist’s 15

10 Chef’s wear workroom 17

11 Toy with a tail 18

12 Hangman'’s Down 20
venue 1 Masterstroke

2 Valuable violin 22
3 Distinguished
5 Free-for-all 23

Rowboat part
Ominous
Alpha’s
opposite
Special time
Entreaty
Suppress
Moorage
Foreword,
briefly
Recipe
direction
Camera setting

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW
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OUR DREAM
OF OWNING
A CAR HAS
COME TRUE

ek

~
w o BvNearly 370,000 g/

ADIEU FIGHTER: The Indlan A|r Force MiG-21 alrcraft durlng the ‘MlG 21 Operatlonal FIymg Culmmatlon Ceremony’ at Chandlgarh A|r Force Statlon Friday. The Iegendary ﬁghterjets, the backbone of the
Indian Air Force’s combat fleet for more than six decades, streaked through Indian skies for the last time Friday (REPORT ON P7)

tariff on pharma

PM transfers Z10K
each to 75L women
in poll-bound Bihar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, Sept 26: Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi Friday

launched Bihar’s Mukhya

Mantri Mahila Rojgar Yoja-

na, and transferred 310,000

each to the bank accounts of
- 75 lakh women.

The %7,500-crore scheme, an
initiative of Bihar’s NDA gov-
ernment, is aimed at promot-
ing women’s empowerment
through self-employment and
livelihood opportunities.

The PM launched the
scheme virtually from Delhi,
with Bihar CM Nitish Kumar,
his deputy Samrat Choudhary,
and several Union and state
ministers joining it through
video conference from Patna.
The launch of the scheme
assumes significance ahead
of the upcoming Assembly
polls in the state. P6

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

He’s pretty dangerous
for our democracy. Can’t
leave him free. He was
talking about his rights

100%

US  President Donald
Trump’s decision to impose a
100 per cent tariff on branded
and patented pharmaceutical
imports from 1 October 2025
has sent shockwaves across
the global pharma indus-
try. Even as Indian exports
to the US are dominated by
generics, which are excluded,
Indian pharma stocks fell
sharply on the announce-
ment, reflecting investor
concerns. Niche branded
exports and high-value pat-
ented formulations could be-
come uncompetitive, hurting
margins. Companies with
US manufacturing facilities
may escape the tariffs, gain-
ing an edge over rivals. Over
the long term, the policy may
pressure Indian firms to in-
vest in US plants or diversify
into other markets

AGENCIES

Washington, Sept 26: US
President Donald Trump
has announced a steep 100
per cent tariff on imported
branded and patented phar-
maceutical products, effec-
tive October 1, 2025. The
move, part of his ‘America
First’ trade agenda, is aimed
at reviving domestic drug
manufacturing by discour-
aging foreign imports.

In a post on Truth Social,
Trump said, “Starting Oc-
tober 1, 2025, we will be im-
posing a 100 per cent tariff
on any branded or patented
pharmaceutical product, un-
less a company is building
their pharmaceutical manu-

d““

SENSEX, NIFTY TANK 1%

MUMBALI: Benchmark stock indices Sensex and Nifty
tumbled nearly 1 per cent Friday, marking their sixth
consecutive day of decline, following heavy selling in
pharma and IT shares as US President Donald Trump
announced 100 per cent duties on branded drugs from
next month. The 30-share BSE Sensex tanked 733.22
points or 0.90 per cent to settle at a three-week low of
80,426.46. During the day, it dropped 827.27 points or 1
per cent to 80,332.41. The 50-share NSE Nifty tumbled
236.15 points or 0.95 per cent to an over three-week low of
24,654.70. The index has been on a decline since Septem-
ber 19, tanking over 3 per cent in six straight sessions.
Sensex has tumbled by 2,587.50 points or 3.16 per cent
in six sessions to Friday. Most pharma shares dropped,
dragging the BSE Healthcare index down by 2.14 per
cent after Trump’s move to impose 100 per cent import
tariffs on branded and patented pharmaceutical drugs
from October 1. Wockhardt shares tanked 9.4 per cent.
Laurus Labs, Biocon, Zydus Life, Glenmark, Sun Pharma
and Dr Reddy’s also declined.

facturing plant in America.”
He clarified that products
from companies that have
begun constructing facili-
ties in the US will be exempt
from the tariff.

The policy, although di-
rected at branded drugs, has
unsettled India’s $50 billion
pharmaceutical industry,
which supplies a large share
of the US generic market.

While generic medicines are
currently exempt, analysts
warn that uncertainty over
future trade measures could
disrupt supply chains and
dampen investor sentiment.

India, often referred to
as the “pharmacy of the
world,” counts the US as its
largest export market. In FY
2023-24, Indian pharmaceuti-
cal exports stood at $26.5 bil-
lion, out of a total industry
size of $50 billion. Efforts to
diversify into other markets
are underway but remain
limited compared to India’s
reliance on the US.

“The latest US move to
slap a 100 per cent tariff
on branded and patented
pharmaceuticals has shak-
en up the global pharma
sector, especially for Indian
drugmakers. While the an-
nouncement stirred sharp
falls in pharma stocks, the
actual impact for now is
focused on branded, pat-
ent-protected medicines
— most Indian exports are
generics, which remain ex-
empt. Still, the uncertainty
around future policy shifts
keeps nerves on edge,” Ajit
Mishra, SVP - Research
at Religare Broking, said.
“The Indian market experi-
enced a bloodbath, mirror-
ing the rout across Asian
markets. Investor senti-
ment was rattled by a fresh
wave of tariffs targeting the
pharmaceuticals, dragging
pharma stocks deep into
the red,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Invest-
ments Limited, said.

White dwarf that guzzled Pluto-like world

REUTERS

Washington, Sept 26: As-
tronomers using the Hub-
ble Space Telescope have
observed a white dwarf - a
highly compact stellar em-
ber - that appears to have
gobbled up an icy world akin
to the dwarf planet Pluto, a
finding with implications
regarding the likelihood of
habitable planets beyond
our solar system.

The white dwarf is locat-
ed in our Milky Way galaxy
about 255 light-years from
Earth, relatively close in
cosmic terms, and has a mass
about 57% that of the sun. A
light-year is the distance light
travels in a year, 5.9 trillion
miles (9.5 trillion km).

White dwarfs are among
the universe’s most compact
objects, though not as dense
as black holes. Stars with up
to eight times the mass of the
sun appear destined to end up
as a white dwarf. They even-
tually burn up all the hydro-
gen they use as fuel. Gravity
then causes them to collapse
and blow off their outer layers
in a ‘red giant’ stage, eventu-
ally leaving behind a compact
core - the white dwarf.

The sun appears fated to
end its existence as a white
dwarf, billions of years from
now. The white dwarf in the
new study is a remnant of a
star estimated to have been
50% more massive than the
sun. In its current compact
form, its diameter is roughly

equivalent to that of Earth

despite being perhaps
190,000 times more massive
than our planet.
Astronomers previous-
ly documented how white
dwarfs, thanks to their
strong gravitational pull,

consume - or accrete, in sci-
entific terms - rocky bodies
like planets, moons and as-
teroids. Scientists use tele-
scopes to spot material on
the white dwarf’s surface
made up of the elements that
comprised these objects.

Researchers have now
detected a chemical finger-
print in this white dwarf
indicating that the object
it swallowed was not pri-
marily rocky but instead
icy. They suspect the white
dwarf’s gravitational effects
ripped apart a Pluto-like
world and that its pieces
then plunged onto it.

“The white dwarf likely
accreted fragments from
the crust and mantle of a
Pluto-like icy world,” said
Snehalata Sahu, a postdoc-
toral research fellow in as-
trophysics at the University
of Warwick in England, lead
author of the study published
this month in the journal
Monthly Notices of the Royal
Astronomical Society.

PTI PHOTO

0CS-2023:

Wangchuk arrested,
sent to ]odhpur jail

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Leh, Sept 26: Police arrest-
ed climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk Friday, two days
after protests demanding La-
dakh’s statehood and Sixth
Schedule status left four
people dead and 90 injured
in the Union Territory.
Wangchuk was taken into
custody by a police party led
by Ladakh Police chief SD
Singh Jamwal at 2:30 pm,
officials said, adding that he
was subsequently lodged in a
jail in Rajasthan’s Jodhpur.
While there was no official
word on the charges pressed
against Wangchuk, sources
within the Ladakh admin-
istration indicated that the
stringent National Security
Act has been invoked against
the climate activist. The UT
administration has also
snapped mobile internet

Priyanshu

tops, Ananya second

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,
Sept 26: As many
as 398 candidates,
including 144 wom-
en, cleared the
state civil services
examination-2023,
the result of which
was announced by
the Odisha Public
Service Commission Friday.

Priyanshu Pal of Angul
topped the merit list, an
official said adding that the
examinations were held in
three phases — preliminary,
main (written) in April-May
2025 and personality tests in
September. Ananya Mishra
bagged the second position,
the lone woman candidate
in the top 10 list. The third
rank was secured by Sovan
Pattanaik.

Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi congratulat-
ed the successful candidates.

Taking to X, Majhi said,

PRIYANSHU

ANANYA

“My heartfelt congratula-
tions and best wishes to
all who have succeeded in
the Odisha Administrative
Service Examination. Ad-
ministrative service is a
matter of pride and it plays
an important role in the de-
velopment trajectory of the
state. I hope that you will
work transparently, impar-
tially, and people-oriented
from the grassroots level for
the development of the state.
May your future career be
bright and I wish that you
achieve progress in your
professional life.”

services in the Leh area as
a precautionary measure.
The BJP-led Centre has
blamed the climate activist
for inciting the recent vio-
lence in Leh but Wangchuk
has denied all the allegations.
The arrest came a day after
the MHA cancelled the FCRA
licence of Students’ Education-
al and Cultural Movement of
Ladakh, an NGO founded
by Wangchuk, citing alleged
financial discrepancies and
a fund transfer deemed to be
against ‘national interest.” P7

PM to visit
state today

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 26:
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
diis scheduled to visit the state
September 27 during which he
will flag off an Amrit Bharat
Express, unveil railway proj-
ects worth ¥1,700 crore and
BSNL'’s ‘Swadeshi’ 4G stack.

From Jharsuguda, he will
also announce the expansion
of eight II'Ts, grant super-spe-
cialty status to MKCG Med-
ical College and Hospital in
Berhampur and VIMSAR
in Sambalpur, launch a na-
tional skill development
programme and provide aid
to 50,000 beneficiaries under
the Antyodaya scheme. This
will be the PM’s sixth visit
to Odisha in 15 months since
the BJP came to power in the
state in June, 2024.

Initially, the place for his
public meeting was fixed at
Berhampur, but it was later
changed to Jharsuguda due
to a forecast of heavy rain in
southern Odisha Saturday.

The Grand Exhibition of Indian Cotton & Silk/
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STAGE SET: The Durga Puja pandal in Nayapalli area of Bhubaneswar, Friday, all set to pull crowd

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK
J

Conman posing as cop,
army officer arrested

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhadrak, Sept 26: Odisha
Police Friday arrested a man
on charges of impersonating a
police officer, an army officer
and a Railway Protection Force
(RPF) personnel, officials said.

The man identified as Rahul
S Ranawat, a resident of Jam-
shedpur in Jharkhand, was
picked up from a hotel here
with fake uniforms, insignia,

_and a vehicle modified to re-
semble a police car.

The arrest followed suspicion
over a Jharkhand-registered ve-
hicle parked near the hotel for
several days. “On inspection,
we found that the car was ille-
gally fitted with police insignia
and siren lights,” a senior police
officer said.

Further inquiry led to the
seizure of a firearm and 38 law
enforcement-related items, in-
cluding uniforms of the Assam
and Jharkhand Police, badges,

CLASSIFIED

I, Mamata Parida (39),
W/o- Rajiba Parida,
Vill- Bhakutidiha,

P.O.- Badhinuapalli,
P.S.- Khallikote, Ganjam
have changed my name
from Mamata Parida
to Namita Parida vide
affidavit No.- A/3485,
26.09.2025 of Executive
Magistrate, Khallikote,
Ganjam. Henceforth,

I shall be known as
Namita Parida for all
future and needfull
purposes.

LOST

I, Shri Ajeya Kumar
Prusty, S/o of Late
Kirtan Bihari Prusty

do hereby like to

inform that I have lost
following FD certificates
of HDFC LTD/HDFC
BANK bearing details.
1. FD NO. BU/1045699
AMOUNT RS. 1,15,932/-
2. FD NO. BU/1182855
AMOUNT RS. 79,695/-

3. FD NO. BU/1093056
AMOUNT RS. 1,06,863/-
Which were in the name
of my Late mother
Sulochana Prusty. If
found please inform me
on my mobile no. +91
9831176164

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.

and other paraphernalia, he said.

Police said Ranawat intro-
duced himself as an officer
from various forces—at times
claiming to be an assistant su-
perintendent of police (ASP),
and at other times posing as
an army or RPF officer. This
is a rare and novel case of
fraud, said Additional SP Arup
Abhishek Behera at a press
conference here.

The accused is a conman who
systematically misused the
identity and authority associ-
ated with multiple uniformed
services. He has been produced
before court, and a detailed
investigation is underway to
uncover the full scope of his
activities and any possible ac-
complices, he said.

Police are currently probing
how long Ranawat had been op-
erating in Odisha and whether
he used these fake identities
to gain money, favours, or
sensitive information.

Schools to remain shut in
Malkangiri, Koraput districts

BHUBANESWAR: The Malkangiri
and Koraput district administrations
have announced the closure of all
schools Saturday. “There has been
continuous rainfall in various parts
of the district, leading to a situation
that may be difficult for children to
navigate. Therefore, to avoid any
untoward situation and keeping

the safety of the children in mind,

all government, aided, and private
schools will remain closed,” Malkangiri
collector Somesh Kumar Upadhyay said.
Similarly, the district administrations of
Malkangiri, Koraput and Nabarangpur
have also cancelled the leaves of all

the employees and instructed them to
remain stationed at the headquarters in
view of the changed weather situation.
Officials of the Water Resources
department said 5.64 lakh cusecs of
water was flowing through Mundali
Barrage near Cuttack at 9am.

CM announces 2 pc DA hike for
PSU staff; effective from Jan 1

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 26: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Friday announced a 2 per cent
hike in Dearness Allowance
(DA) for employees of state-
run Public Sector Undertak-

ings (PSUs), an official state-
ment said. With this revision,
the DA has increased from 53
per cent to 55 per cent.

The enhanced DA will be effec-
tive retrospectively from Janu-
ary 1, 2025, the Chief Minister’s
Office (CMO) said in arelease.

downtown/state

Depression nears coast;

CM reviews

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 26: The
state government Friday
took necessary steps to tack-
le the impact of a depression
over the Bay of Bengal that is
likely to cross the south Odi-
sha-north Andhra Pradesh
coast around Saturday morn-
ing, officials said.

In its 8:13pm bulletin, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said, “The well
marked low pressure area
over northwest and adjoining
central Bay of Bengal moved
west-northwestwards, concen-
trated into a depression. At
5:30pm, the system lay centered
60km south-southeast of Puri,
130km east of Gopalpur and
230km east-northeast of Kalin-
gapatnam (Andhra Pradesh).”

“The system is very likely
to cross south Odisha-north
Andhra Pradesh coasts be-
tween Puri and Kalingapatnam
close to Gopalpur September 27
morning,” a senior scientist at
the meteorological centre, Bhu-
baneswar, said.

Keeping in view the IMD
warnings, Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi, who ison a
tour to Jharsuguda to join Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s pro-
gramme there Saturday, held a
review meeting and issued in-
structions to authorities to mini-
mise damage to life and property

Ama Sathi: WhatsApp chatbot
launched for 120 govt services

o]
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PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 26:
The state government Friday
launched a unified WhatsApp
chatbot that will make 120 ser-
vices accessible like obtaining
birth and income certificates to
the people across the state.

People can also apply for
driving and fertilizer licens-
es and access incentives
such as the National Family
Benefits Scheme using the
chatbot named ‘Ama Sathi’
(my companion) which was
launched by Chief Secretary
Manoj Ahuja, according to an
official statement.

Available in Odia and En-
glish, the one-stop digital as-
sistant is accessible via a single
WhatsApp number 9437292000
and comes with voice capabil-

st q12

QTG

ities. “Through this chatbot,
people can conveniently raise
and track public grievances,
access housing and urban de-
velopment resources, and inter-
act with general administration
services,” Ahuja said adding
that the chatbot also provides
services related to education,
agriculture and horticulture,
ensuring farmers and students
alike can get timely informa-
tion and support.

The people of Odisha can also
connect with police services for
assistance, check land records
and revenue details.

Along with this, a dynam-
ic Dashboard of the Odisha
Right to Public Services Act’s
Central Monitoring System
(CMS) was also launched by the
Chief Secretary.

The Ama Sathi unified chat-

bot has been developed by the
Centre for Modernizing Gov-
ernment Initiative (CMGI) in
collaboration with Meta which
owns WhatsApp.

Stating that ease of access to
public services is still a chal-
lenge in Odisha, Executive
Director CMGI Vineet Bha-
radwaj said, “We believe that
WhatsApp will enable citizens
to avail the desired services on
one single platform through a
single number, enabling swift
and convenient access to ser-
vices. We aim to deliver all pub-
lic services through WhatsApp
by March 2026, enabling citi-
zens to access them through
text and voice.”

Arun Srinivas, Managing Di-
rector and Country Head of Me-
ta, said, “By enabling real-time
interaction with government
services, WhatsApp reduces
friction, simplifies processes,
and ensures that essential ser-
vices are available to people
anytime, directly within their
WhatsApp chat. This initiative
demonstrates how technology
can drive citizen-centric gov-
ernance and positively impact
the daily lives of people across
the state.”

Odisha is the second state
after Andhra Pradesh to part-
ner with Meta for a WhatsApp
chatbot for citizen services.

2 Keonjhar geologists win National Geoscience Award

POST NEWS NETWORK

Patana, Sept 26: Two geolo-
gists from Keonjhar district
have brought laurels to Odisha
after receiving the prestigious
National Geoscience Award
2024 from President Droupadi
Murmu in New Delhi Friday.

At a special ceremony organ-
ised by the Union Ministry of
Mines at the Cultural Centre of
Rashtrapati Bhavan, President
Murmu presented the award,
trophy and citation. Union
Minister for Mines and Coal G
Kishan Reddy, Minister of State
Satish Chandra Dubey, and
Mines Secretary Piyush Goyal
were present.

The award was conferred on

Shraddhanjali Subhadarshi-
ni, a native of Patana block in
Keonjhar, for her significant
contributions to research and
exploration in coal, lignite and
coal-bed methane. Subhadarsh-
ini is currently serving as the
director of the Geological Sur-

vey of India (Odisha chapter).
Daughter of retired headmaster
Madan Mohan Dwibedi and re-
tired teacher Kumudini Kar,
she is married to petroleum
geologist Shibadatta Mohapa-
tra of Gopinathpur village.
Her recognition has sparked

celebrations in her native vil-
lage Swam and her in-laws’
village Gopinathpur. Local
leaders, including Keonjhar MP
Ananta Nayak, Patana MLA
AKhil Chandra Nayak, former
MLA Jagannath Nayak, former
block chairman Bidyadhar
Dash and several others, have
congratulated her.

Similarly, Haramohan Mah-
ant of Baria village in Champua
block has also been awarded for
his outstanding work in copper
exploration. He is the son of Kala
Kar Mahant and Narmada Mah-
ant. This year, a total of 20 geo-
scientists across India received
the National Geoscience Award.
Notably, Keonjhar district alone
accounted for two recipients.
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in wake of the depression.

Majhi spoke to the Collectors
of 17 districts and asked them to
remain prepared for rain Sep-
tember 26 and 27. He also told
officials to keep a close watch
on rivers and embankments as
excess rain could trigger water-
logging in different places.

The CM suggested operat-
ing control rooms at district
and blocking levels round-the-
clock for regular update of in-
formation. Collectors have been
asked to take necessary actions
based on evolving situations,
an official statement said.

Majhi also ordered Odisha
Disaster Rapid Action Force
(ODRAF) and fire service units
and Fire Services personnel to
remain prepared.

Meanwhile, the IMD issued a
‘red alert’ (take action) for the
three districts of Kalahandi,
Koraput and Malkangiri, pre-
dicting over 20cm of rainfall;
‘orange warning’ (be prepared)
for 14 districts, forecasting 12-

rea

20 cm precipitation and ‘yellow
alert’ (be aware) for 13 districts,
predicting 7-11 cm downpour
till 8:30am Saturday, an offi-
cial said.

Heavy rain has been lash-
ing the coastal and southern
regions of the state, including
the state capital Bhubaneswar,
since Friday morning.

Weather officials said wind
speeds reaching up to 55
kmph is very likely to pre-
vail over the Bay of Bengal
and along and off the Andhra
Pradesh-Odisha-West  Ben-
gal-Bangladesh coasts till Sep-
tember 26 evening.

Squally wind speeds will
reach 60 kmph, along the east-
ern coast from the evening of
September 26 till the afternoon
of September 27.

As sea conditions would be
very rough from the evening of
September 26 till the afternoon
of September 27, the fishermen
were advised not to venture
into the sea during the period.

Indian Army likely to adopt City lIT’s
unmanned hoat, underwater drone

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 26: The
Indian Army is set to explore
the adoption of an unmanned
boat (USV - Unmanned Surface
Vehicle) and an underwater
drone (AUV - Autonomous Un-
derwater Vehicle), innovated
by Dr Yogesh G Bhumkar of the
School of Mechanical Sciences,
IIT Bhubaneswar.

The USV and AUV, exhibited
by Dr Bhumkar at the Tri-Ser-
vices Academia Technology
Symposium held in Delhi
September 22-23, have been
shortlisted for future adoption
by the Army after further en-
hancements and trials.

Both innovations were ap-
preciated and awarded as part
of an ongoing R&D initiative,
IIT Bhubaneswar sources said.

The symposium aimed to
strengthen collaboration be-
tween academia and the Armed
Forces to promote indigenous
defence technologies.

Defence experts reviewed
research proposals and exhib-
its from various institutes and
startups, with selected entries
showcased and recognised
during the event.

USVs and AUVs play a vital
role in maritime surveil-
lance. While USVs operate on
the water’s surface to moni-
tor ship traffic, detect illegal
activities such as smuggling
or unauthorised fishing, and
relay real-time data to oper-
ators, AUVs function un-
derwater, enabling discrete
monitoring of submarines,
underwater mines, and oth-
er threats.
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ture-based tourism. “Nature, being a true
panacea for human health, aligns perfectly
with sustainable tourism practices,” he re-
marked.

Panda said tourism should honour indig-
enous knowledge and tribal heritage. “For
tribal communities, tourism is not just eco-
nomic. It’s about respect, coexistence, and
passing ancestral wisdom to the future gen-
erations in a sustainable way,” he opined.

Panda called for an inclusive model,
where local communities are not just bene-
ficiaries but equal stakeholders in planning
and profits. “Ecotourism must have commu-
nity participation at its core. Skill training,
eco-friendly infrastructure, and fair revenue
sharing will protect their rights and dignity,”
he added.

Draft Ecotourism Policy: A landmark shift

State government’s recently unveiled Draft
Ecotourism Policy 2025 underscores its com-
mitment to a long-term transformation of the
tourism sector. A key provision states that no
new accommodation will be routinely devel-
oped within forests or protected areas. Only
day tourism will be permitted after strict en-
vironmental feasibility assessments in line
with MoEF&CC, NTCA, and the Forest (Con-
servation) Amendment Act, 2023 guidelines.

Where conflicts emerge between tourism
and conservation priorities, wildlife protec-
tion and biodiversity preservation take pre-
cedence. The policy emphasises low-impact,
immersive experiences that promote nature
education, cultural heritage, and sustainable
livelihoods.

To build long-term capacity, the govern-
ment is also proposing a centre of excellence
(CoE) for responsible tourism, involving local
communities, agencies, and private players
in sustainable practices.

“Odisha’s vision is already being realised
through ground initiatives. Leading the
way is Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary, soon
to be declared India’s newest tiger reserve.
With over Rs 5 crore in tourism revenue and
85,000 annual visitors,
Debrigarh is a beacon
of community-led con-
servation. It is India’s
most successful eco-

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

BHUBANESWAR: As we celebrate World
Tourism Day, Saturday, with this year’s
theme ‘Tourism and Sustainable Trans-
formation’, Odisha is trying to emerge as a
frontrunner in promoting tourism that is en-
vironmentally responsible and economically
inclusive. The state’s efforts reflect a larger
global shift: From revenue-oriented tourism
models toward those that protect ecosystems,
empower communities, and preserve cultural
heritage.

This year’s theme urges all stakeholders
— governments, tourists, businesses, and lo-
cal communities — to rethink how tourism
can serve as a vehicle for sustainability and
transformation. Odisha is aligning its tourism
vision with these goals, aiming to position
the sector as both a conservation tool and a
development engine.

Focus on sustainability

Noted environ-
mentalist JK Pan-
igrahi set the tone
for the day’s mes-
sage, urging a shift
in both mindset and
practice. “While
celebrating World
Tourism Day on the
theme ‘Tourism and
Sustainable Trans-
) formation’, mankind

needs to focus on sustainability of natural and
man-made destinations with environmental
consciousness,” he said.

Panigrahi called for tourists to become
stewards of nature, minimising environmen-

tal impact, respecting local cultures, and pro-  tourism destination,”
moting eco-friendly behaviour. He stressed  said Hirakud Wildlife
on vital practices like reducing carbon foot-  Division DFO Anshu

Pragyan Das. “Over
100 members from
forest-dependent com-
munities, including 40
per cent rural women, are directly earning
their livelihood through various
ecotourism initiatives,” she added.

The sanctuary has also become a

prints, conserving water, proper waste man-
agement, and protecting wildlife habitats.
While acknowledging the role of smart
technologies and carbon offset initiatives,
he emphasised that “above all, education for
eco-friendly actions holds the
_key for promoting responsible
tourism”. He also called upon the

Sustainable transformation
N tourism the way forward

-

tory by becoming Odisha’s first female safari
drivers in this sanctuary.

“Debrigarh is a model of conserva-
tion-linked livelihoods,” Das said, adding,
“We are integrating historical heritage, wild-
life, and innovation to create a sustainable
tourism model.”

Caution and inclusion

With around 31 per cent forest cover, Odi-
sha is home to an impressive array of flora
and fauna including 86 species of mammals,
473 species of birds, 110 species of reptiles and
more than 3,000 plant species. Its ecological
treasures include two national parks, 19 wild-
life sanctuaries, two tiger reserves, wetlands,
mangroves, and turtle
nesting grounds.

While progress is
evident, experts like
Tushar Dash, a for-
est rights expert, have
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With around 31 per cent
forest cover, Odisha is home
to an impressive array of
flora and fauna including

86 species of mammals,

473 species of birds, 110
species of reptiles and more
than 3,000 plant species.

Its ecological treasures
include two national parks,
19 wildlife sanctuaries, two
tiger reserves, wetlands,
mangroves, and turtle
nesting grounds

them,” he said.
Noted conservationist and Sangram —an or-

ganisation working
for Similipal conser-
vation — Chairperson
Sanjukta Basa said
ecotourism develop-
ment can serve a du-
al purpose — conser-
vation and commu-
nity development.
She emphasised that
the local community
should be actively in-
volved, as they are heavily dependent on the
forest for their livelihood.

World Tourism Day 2025 is not just a
symbolic observance for Odisha. It marks
a paradigm shift in how the state envisions
its future — one where nature, people, and
prosperity co-exist harmoniously.

state government to scale up the hub for dark sky tourism, eco-stays,  urged policymakers to
identification and development kayaking, cycling trails, island ca-  address the contradic-
of ecotourism hotspots with sus- = fes, and community interaction tions in ecotourism
tainability at the core. zones. For the first time in Odisha, development.

Inclusive tourism need of the hour wild dog pairs were sighted by tour- “Forest dwellers are

Environment activist Biswa- ists in 2025, indicating a recovering

not just stakeholders

o S

He warned that ecotourism projects often ig-
nore community rights and risk ecological
damage.

“The first step should be to recognise and
secure the rights of forest communities, en-

With a clear policy framework, grassroots
participation, and pioneering initiatives like
Debrigarh, Odisha is showing that sustain-
able tourism is not a dream — it is a living
reality.

ecosystem.
Two tribal women have made his-

jeet Panda appreciated the
theme’s alignment with na-

— they are right holders central to the ecosys-
tem and must be given priority,” Dash said.

gage them meaningfully, and plan develop-
ment with and around them — not despite

MANOJ KUMAR JENA, OP

BHUBANESWAR: Odishais a
land blessed with breathtaking
desti- nations that

draw travellers from across
the globe. Adventure enthu-
siasts seek out the state’s hid-
den gems, many of which yet
remain unexplored, waiting to
reveal the beauty of its unique
geography. From serene coast-
lines to majestic mountain
ranges, nature has crafted
Odisha with some of the most
remarkable features
that
ever
ex-
ist,
offer-
ing a
visual

treat for the
visitors. This World

Tourism Day, let’s cel-
| ebrate the elements
that make Odisha a

tourist’s paradise, apart from
being a beautiful destination
for filmmakers and food lovers.

Actor, influencer and trav-
eller Akash Hota, popularly
known as ‘Odiatoka’, said Odi-
sha offers pocket-friendly mem-
orable travelling experience. “I
move around the country for
shooting and I have found that
QOdisha is the place where you
can travel with a very low bud-
get. Its people are very affec-
tionate. Odisha is a wonderful
place filled with nature’s beau-
ty and people get the opportuni-
ty at affordable prices, making
it stand out from other states.”

From traditional foods to
divine delicacies, Odisha has
long remained the foodies’ fa-
vourite. Food vlogger Prakash
Puri, who runs YouTube chan-
nel ‘Katakibhaina’ highlighted
how Odia cuisines have drawn
tourists from across the world
to the land of Lord Jagannath.

Puri said, “Odias serve food
with love. When it comes to the
Lord’s Mahaprasad, tourists
from around the world throng
Puri to relish the divine dish.”
He added that Odia dishes like

‘pakhala’, ‘saga bhaja’ and
‘pitha’ (dumplings) showcase
years of traditional legacy.
“Apart from exotic places, tour-
ists have a craze for Odia food,”
said the vlogger.

Filmmakers are also choos-
ing Odisha as a shooting site
because of its lush green for-
ests, mountain ranges and the
coastline.

Odia film director Raja
D highlighted how Odisha
is turning into a shooting
hotspot for other industries
which is also attracting global
tourism. “Through my shoot-
ing schedule, I have visited al-
most all the beautiful tourism
sites in the state and the more
I explore Odisha, the more it
intrigues me.”

Raja said producers of ma-
ny high-budget south Indian
cinemas have recently chosen
Odisha as their shooting des-
tination.

Over 40 years of celebration

he World Tourism Day
Twas celebrated for the

first time September 27,
1980, when UN World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO) held a
meeting in Spain to mark the
event. This date was chosen

other, highlighting our com-
mon humanity. Tourism is
an essential pillar of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment and the commitment
to Sustainable Development
Goals, especially goals 8, 12,

constant

to coincide with a and 14.
crucial milestone m The
in world tourism: i growth of the tourism

the 10th anniver-
sary of the adop-
tion of the UNW-
TO Statutes Sep- .

tember 27, 1970.

The day holds significance
as tourism, as a key economic
sector, employs one in every
10 people on the Earth and pro-
vides livelihoods to hundreds
of millions more. For some
countries, it can represent
over 20 per cent of their GDP.

It allows people to experi-
ence some of the world’s cul-
tural and natural riches and
brings people closer to each

e sector during the last

| .
e | it six decades reflects
%“!W' more progressive

/&1 access to tourism,
thanks to the decline
in the cost of transport and the
world-wide growth of the mid-
dle classes. The recognition
of the right to holidays in the
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights, and the improved
adoption of labour rights in
many countries have also sup-
ported its development. These
factors also serve as a backdrop
for the resilience shown by tour-
ism in recent years.
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OPPURTUNITY TURNS TRAP

Humanity is not the last

rung of the terrestrial
creation. Evolution continues and
man will be surpassed. It is for
each individual to know whether
he wants to participate in the
advent of this new species.

THE MOTHER

Stakes Are High

he September 19 (= is taken as the beginning of the
Presidential order boom; the sector goes back five
imposing a fee of USD decades if traced back to the

100,000 per H1B visa
entry and further changes in
the entire process announced

incorporation of TCS in 1968)
has brought little innovation
so that the Indian focus at its

almost immediately thereafter
are new assaults on an edifice
that on the surface looked rock
solid only a year ago. The or-
der in itself hits India hard
even if that is not its inten-
tion, and will deliver shock,
pain and a host of challenges
that cannot hide behind emp-
ty bravado. The magnitude of
the disruption, its potential
to derail one of India’s largest
employers, the vast IT services
sector, and its likely impact on
the wider economy give cause
for worry.

Broadly, it has been es-

core is on providing services
and handling accounts rather
than leading innovation. In-
dia’s IT services sector is no-
torious for pushing the hard
grind. The generally exploit-
ative nature of the work, the
tightly controlled employee
cost that, in some cases, has
kept salaries unchanged over
the years for freshers despite
inflation, and a culture of
stretch in the long haul pro-
duces zombies who can do no
more than work at the lower
end of the value chain. While
the youth have spent their

in charge of India’s trade talks with the United States, which

have resumed. Agrawal, an IAS officer from the 1994 batch, is
accustomed to difficult negotiations. With a career that straddles trade
promotion, exports, and policy reform, he has been India’s go-to negoti-
ator from ASEAN to Australia to the Indo-Pacific framework. He brings
both data expertise and strategic intuition to the table, having earned
degrees in international business, operations research, and statistics.
However, this most recent round with Washington, which began on
September 16 in Delhi, is not your typical exercise. Citing India’s imports
of oil from Russia, the US imposed 50% tariffs on Indian goods and is
now seeking greater access to India’s dairy and agricultural markets. For
us here, safeguarding the millions of farmers whose livelihoods depend
on these industries is more important than merely enacting new laws.
Therefore, the negotiation is about defining the boundary between
domestic survival and international trade pressures, not just about
tariffs. India’s defensive posture must be transformed into bargaining

R ajesh Agrawal, who will soon become Commerce Secretary, is

The tinderbox of growing anti-immigrant
sentiment, the extreme nature of MAGA
politics and bitter political wars along with
mounting pressure on jobs for Americans
combined together make H1B a sitting duck

concern that the programme  of H1B visas approved in the

power by Agrawal to prevent the nation from giving up important

Jagdish Rattanani

timated that the total H1B

is being used to replace Ameri-

first half of 2025, according to

best years in this IT cage,

territory in the name of “market access.” population with family and can workers with foreign-born  the US data hub on H1Bs. All many with the hope that they
Agrawal will be baptised by fire as he gets ready to assume official dependents in the US now  workers to cut labour costs  others are US-based giants —  would move to the US, the few
leadership after September 30. The world is watching to see if India is over one million. With an  rather than to attract talent =~ Amazon, Microsoft, Meta, Ap-  at the top have made money
can change from being reactive to dictating the rules of the game, and WE HAVE estimated three-quarters as  where required, as was the ple, Google, J P Morgan Chase, and acquired power. The out-
the stakes are high and the time frame is short. Indians, this gives the mag-  professed intention of the  Wal-Mart, Deloitte Consulting.  pouring of anger at outrageous
SERVED OTHERS nitude of the problem and the  quota. This tells us that the prob- remarks by a sector leader
MHA prepares new faces for CAPF leadership WELL. NOW India-centric nature of the While India will suffer, lem was coming, that the In-  asking for 70 hour work weeks
An unusual shuffle is about to take place at the highest levels of THEY APPEAR disruption. India’s ministry of  the problem has largely been  dian firms have responded in = must be seen in this context.
India’s Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs). With the BSF DG sched- external affairs has correctly  caused more recently by large = some measure, but the forces India and Indian companies
uled to retire in November and the DGs of ITBP and CISF retiring this NOT TO WANT pointed out that the action will ~ US corporations working the  unleashed in the processhave = have been happy taking the
month, the Ministry of Home Affairs is reportedly quietly considering US. AND WE lead to “humanitarian conse-  visa to their advantage tocut  takenonalife of theirownand low hanging fruit. The H1B
its options. A new generation of leaders is expected to take over since 4 quences” for the workers and  costs. Indian companies in  will now exact a price. was an opportunity but it be-
it appears that there will be no extensions for departing IPS officers. MAY NOT KNOW their families. the US have in recent years The Indian software and IT  came a trap. It was a distrac-
Among the probable selections, Vitul Kumar from the CRPF seems WHERE TO GO It is clear that even if exist- reduced dependence on the services giants have for long tion from the work required

destined to head the ITBP, and B Srinivasan of the NSG appears ready

BABUDOM

to take over as CISF chief.
Both are seasoned officers
who possess the operational
and strategic expertise that
these forces require. Even
that decision is up in the air,
though BSF DG Daljit Singh

Dilip Cherian

Chawdhary might still receive a temporary extension.

The meticulous planning that goes into the choices is what really

ing workers are not impacted,
their future remains in doubt
as their H1Bs, issued for three
years at a time, come up for
renewal. Sudden announce-
ments like these mar trust
and will force a withdrawal
of workers over time, with
complex and unforeseen con-
sequences.

The heartburn in the US on

H1B and have instead shifted
to hiring US workers, and so
the H1B is less of a challenge
though the changing climate
will impact the entire sector
negatively. In 2010 to 2025
period, Indian IT companies
topped the list with the highest
number of H1B workers (“ben-
eficiaries approved” for the

been accused of running body
shops, a business fashioned
out of what essentially is la-
bour arbitrage turned into a
fine art. The sector has con-
sistently denied this, arguing
that they have moved up the
value chain and that they
compete on quality, not price.
There is some truth in both
statements.

to build new products and
services that are the future of
business. All together India
and the sector are nowhere in
breakthrough work. We have
served others well. Now they
appear not to want us, and we
may not know where to go.

The writer is a

_sets these changes apart. The careful balancing act between cadre,
experience, and merit is being highlighted by the consideration of
senior IPS officers from AGMUT, UP, and other cadres representation
that the MHA must maintain.

Leadership is important to the forces themselves. From border
security to industrial protection, the CAPFs work in high-stakes,
high-pressure situations. The stakes are far from low, even though
these appointments might appear to be just another routine affair. It
will be evident in the coming weeks if the MHA's decisions can keep
up with the challenges these forces encounter on the ground.

given years) in the US - TCS,
Cognizant, Infosys, Wipro. But
just one Indian company (TCS)
is in the top 10 list by number

journalist and faculty
member at SPJIMR. Views
are personal

© THE BILLION PRESS

the H1B among both Republi-
cans and Democrats has been
growing, a reflection of the

Investing in travel’s transformative power

But there is no denying
that almost three decades of
growing business (if the Y2K

Babudom or ballot?
At what point does a babu begin practising his campaign speeches
and cease being a babu? That line is not only hazy in contemporary

India, but it is almost imperceptible. In the name of “continuing public
_service,” civil servants, retired or not, are lining up to exchange their

notings for netagiri.

Take a look at Bihar. The state has turned into a VRS clearance
sale with elections approaching. S Siddharth, a senior IAS officer who
is scheduled to retire in 2025, couldn’t wait that long and is already
predicted to receive a JD(U) ticket. Under the guidance of another re-
tired police officer, six more retired IAS officers have joined Prashant

Kishor’s Jan Suraaj Party.

Furthermore, Bihar is not by itself. With former Ambassador Taran-
jit Singh Sandhu, Aparajita Sarangi, K. Annamalai, and even Odisha’s
V.K. Pandian, who seamlessly transitioned from an IAS officer to a
BJD strategist, the 2024 Lok Sabha elections appeared to be a reunion

of babus. The steel frame now resembles a springboard more.

The attraction cannot be denied, though. Because of their adminis-
trative expertise, demeanour of respectability, and gravitas, parties
adore these former officers. Furthermore, many people sincerely
think that politics allows them to “serve the people” without being

constrained by red tape. Noble words, indeed.

However, honestly, many people begin soft launching their polit-
ical careers while still employed, making compromises to appease
their future superiors. The cornerstone of administration, neutrality,
is thrown away like yesterday's file. For this reason, it is not only
desirable but also unavoidable to take a “cooling-off” period before
entering politics. If not, the legendary steel frame of India runs the
risk of becoming a political trampoline. And who is left to ensure that

the game is fair if the referees are also players in secret?

Share a babu experience! Follow
dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect

WISDOM CORNER

“ To see a world in a grain of sand and heaven in a wild flower

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand and eternity in an

hour.

WILLIAM BLAKE

“ I slept and dreamt that life was joy. | awoke and saw that
life was service. | acted and behold, service was joy.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE

‘ A poem begins as a lump in the throat, a sense of wrong, a
homesickness, a lovesickness.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

1540: The Jesuit order, founded by St. Ignatius of Loyola, was approved by

Pope Paul Ill.

I 1918: British forces attacked the Hindenburg Line in the final offensive on

ROBERT FROST

the Western Front during World War I.

W 1964: Following months of investigation into the assassination of U.S.
President John F. Kennedy, the Warren Commission released its findings.

WHY MUST WE LEARN THIS?

ne day our professor was

discussing a particularly
complicated concept. A pre-med
student rudely interrupted to ask,
“Why do we have to learn this
pointless information” “To save

lives.” “““the professor
responded quickly and continued
the lecture. A few minutes later, the
same student spoke up again. “So
how does physics save lives?” he
persisted. “It keeps the ignoramuses
like you out of medical school,”
replied the professor.
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Bhagirathi Jena

FOR THE
TRAVELER, GREEN
INVESTMENT IS

A PHILOSOPHY
EMBRACED WITH
EVERY CHOICE

s the world celebrates

World Tourism Day,

we are invited to re-
flect on a powerful paradox:
tourism, one of humanity’s
greatest connectors, stands
at a precarious crossroads.
It is an industry of immense
resilience and economic dy-
namism, a vital artery for
cultural exchange and na-
tional pride. Yet, its very suc-
cess threatens the treasures
it depends upon. This year’s
theme, “Tourism and Green
Investments,” is not merely
a slogan but a strategic im-
perative, a call to action to
align our wanderlust with the
well-being of our planet and its
people. It is a clarion call to
fund a future where travel be-
comes a transformative force
for regeneration, preservation,
and inclusive prosperity.

The economic argument
for tourism is undeniable. In
India, the sector contributes a
significant 5.19% to the GDP,
acting as a key driver of em-
ployment, foreign exchange,
and national development.
The government’s ambitious
vision of cultivating a USD 3
trillion tourism economy by
2047, backed by a substantial
budgetary allocation of over
Rs. 2500 crore for infrastructure
and skill development, under-
scores this potential. However,
this very potential presents a
profound dilemma. The indus-
try that allows us to marvel at
serene backwaters, majestic

wildlife, and ancient cultural
sites is also vulnerable to the
strains it imposes on these
fragile systems. The carbon
footprint of travel, the scourge
of over-tourism, and the silent
strain on local resources are
alarming concerns that can no
longer be sidelined. This du-
ality is sharply intensified by
the spectre of climate change,
which is no longer a distant
threat but a present reality.

This is where the imper-
ative of green investment
emerges as our most powerful
tool for transformation. Green
investment is far more than a
buzzword; it is the strategic
pivot that can align econom-
ic ambition with ecological
wisdom and social equity.
This involves investing in
eco-friendly accommodations
that harness solar power and
conserve every drop of water,
promoting responsible wildlife
tourism that protects rather
than exploits, and developing
low-impact transportation net-
works that make sustainable
travel the preferred and eas-
iest choice. It is about build-
ing a tourism economy that is
resilient by design, one that
can withstand the shocks of a
changing climate while nur-
turing its assets.

The good news is that this
transformation is already
underway, guided by a pur-
poseful national strategy.
India’s National Strategy for
Sustainable Tourism provides

a robust framework built on
interconnected pillars that
move sustainability from an
abstract ideal to a tangible re-
ality. This holistic approach
encompasses promoting en-
vironmental sustainability
through waste reduction and
renewable energy, and protect-
ing biodiversity by conserving
natural habitats and species.
It champions economic sus-
tainability by ensuring ben-
efits are widely distributed
to local communities, creat-
ing fair jobs, and supporting
small businesses. It fervently
promotes socio-cultural sus-
tainability by respecting and
revitalizing local cultures,
engaging communities as
partners, and ensuring that
tourism becomes a bridge of
mutual respect rather than a
force of erosion.

Crucially, this strategy is
operationalised through tangi-
ble initiatives. The revamped
Swadesh Darshan 2.0 scheme
focuses on developing sustain-
able and responsible destina-
tions following a tourist-centric
approach. A proposed Scheme
for Certification of Sustainable
Tourism will provide a vital
benchmark, empowering trav-
elers to make informed choices
and rewarding businesses that
adhere to strict ecological and
ethical standards. Further-
more, the profound emphasis
on IEC (Information, Educa-
tion, and Communication) and
Capacity Building ensures that

knowledge becomes the catalyst
for change. Programs like the
Travel for LiFE campaign are
vital, encouraging mindful
actions from tourists and busi-
nesses alike, turning every
journey into a conscious act of
preservation. This is all under-
pinned by effective governance,
which fosters multi-stakehold-
er collaboration to ensure that
development is strategic, in-
clusive, and sustainable in the
long term. These are not just
policies; they are promises to
future generations.

However, the true engine
of this change is a collective
one, powered by governments,
businesses, and each individ-
ual traveler. For the traveler,
green investment is a philos-
ophy embraced with every
choice. Travel, in its highest
form, is an act of mutual re-
spect: respect for nature, for
culture, and for the intricate
balance that sustains our
world. The ancient wisdom of
“Take only memories, leave
only footprints” rings truer to-
day than ever before. Through
deliberate action and green in-
vestment, we can ensure that
our footprints are light, our
memories rich, and our legacy
one of stewardship, ensuring
that the beautiful pages of the
world’s book remain vibrant
and legible for all who wishes
to read them next.

The writer is a senior
officer working at the
Parliament of India
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TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa Post

are most welcome to contribute letters

(100 words), articles and
columns (between 600-1000

Ladakh on the boil

Sir, The Kkilling of four people and injuries to over 60 in police
firing mark a sharp escalation of Ladakh’s protests for statehood
and Sixth Schedule safeguards. Activist Sonam Wangchuk, who
began a hunger strike on September 10, ended it after violence
erupted when a mob vandalised public property, attacked secu-
rity forces and a BJP office over the health of fasting protesters.
Ladakhis, once supportive of Union Territory status, now demand
full federal rights and tribal protections. Repeated delays in talks
with the Centre have fuelled youth anger. Wangchuk’s words that

' -
words). Contributors are [(‘l/ /

requested to send their contact # b
numbers and full postal -
address/email ID. They may also send in
their valuable comments, opinion and
suggestions, preferably by email, to:
edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

‘trouble may deteriorate further by putting him inside the jail than
keeping him out’ may turn out to be true by infuriating the youth
with this action in a peaceful region, he being the most popular
and revered leader of Ladakh. Hence the government must address
Ladakh’s genuine concerns tactfully on the table with their leaders
through dialogue to nip the problem in the bud without any further
delay for the safety of sensitive area with adversaries sitting at
the border nearby.

Lack of etiquette

RS Narula, PATIALA

Sir, News that the Air India counter staff quizzed
a Sikh of Tamil-origin by embarrassing him with
undesirable questions at Delhi airport is not only
shocking, it also exposes the lack of basic skills
of the airline staff while dealing with the public.
“Your address is in Tamil Nadu but why are you
wearing a Sikh turban? Why are you going to Singa-
pore? How much money do you have in hand? Show
your bank account details.” This would have hurt
anyone and when a staff member comes out with so
many questions. It is not a good sign for the airline
by getting into frequent controversies. As the apex
court recently advised that the need for unbiased
outcome in AI 171 air crash is awaited, these kinds
of staff behaviour will further tarnish the image of
Air India if not mended at this point of time.

AP Thiruvadi, CHENNAI
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Delhi decks up for Navratri

Durga Puja with themes of Operation Sindoor and Satyaijit Ray film

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: From
Kashmere Gate’s century-old
puja to the themed pandals of
Chittaranjan Park, Delhi has
welcomed Navratri and Durga
Puja with prayer, rhythm of
dhols and festive foods.

Footfalls across major pan-
dals have already touched
thousands daily, with devo-
tees pouring in for rituals, and
cultural events, various pandal
organisers across the city said.

Now in its 112th year, at the
Timarpur and Civil Lines Pu-
ja Samity, the theme “Peace
Through Strength” draws in-
spiration from the imagery
of Nataraj and Buddha. The
pandal features artistic instal-
lations, live performances, and
exhibits focusing on literacy
and discipline.

Organisers said the concept
resonates with the triumph
of good over evil, and draws
a symbolic connection with
Operation Sindoor, honouring
India’s soldiers.

“Just like Maa Durga
brought peace after defeating
demon Mahishasura, our sol-
diers fight to maintain peace
in our country,” Sukhanshu
Chatterjee, president of the
Samity said.

In CR Park, which hosts four
pandals, the most in the city
draws huge crowds. The Coop-
erative Ground puja, celebrat-
ing its 50th year, has designed
the pandal to look like Jaisalm-
er's Golden Fort and themed it
on Satyajit Ray’s film “Sonar

Chittaranjan Park,
home to a large
Bengali population
since the 1960s,
remains the heart of
the city’s Durga Pujo
celebrations, with
four major grounds -
Kali Mandir, B Block,
Cooperative Ground,
and Mela Ground -
drawing thousands
of visitors daily

O @

Kella”.

“T’ve been going to the Coop-
erative Ground puja pandal for
more than 20 years. No matter
how busy life gets, I always
make time for it. The ambi-
ence, the music, the lights, it
just brings peace,” said Ankita

Dey, a Delhi resident who has
been staying in the city for the
past seven years.

The B Block puja, also in its
golden jubilee year, has cho-
sen “Mati” (mother soil) as its
theme. The pandal features
traditional village architec-
ture, with bamboo structures,
mud walls, and clay idol work
by artisans from West Bengal.

“I came here with my grand-
parents as a child,” said Amri-
ta, another resident of the city.
“There’s something grounding
about the place, the food, the
dhaak, the rituals, it is some-
thing that I want my children
to experience as well,” she said.

This year at the Kali Mandir
Ground puja, organised by the
CR Park Durga Puja Samiti, the
Durga idol is crafted entirely
from clay brought from the
Ganga in Mayapur. The pandal
itself is built using bamboo, fab-
ric, and eco-friendly materials.

The celebrations include clay
modelling workshops and arti-

GCC to build shelter for rabies-affected dogs

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, Sept 26: Tamil
Nadu’s Greater Chennai Cor-
poration (GCC) has floated a
tender worth Rs 7.67 crore to
build two specialised shelters
for rabies-affected and aggres-
sive stray dogs in Velachery
and Madhavaram, aiming to
strengthen the city’s stray dog
management and public safety
measures.

The new facilities, designed
to house up to 500 dogs in total,
will each have a capacity of 250
animals. They are intended to
provide secure isolation for
dogs suspected of rabies, canine
distemper, or those identified
as dangerously aggressive.

The move follows repeated
requests from the Tamil Nadu
Animal Welfare Board for safe
spaces to confine and monitor
animals that pose a risk to pub-
lic health. The GCC has identi-
fied one site in north Chennai
(Madhavaram) and another in

south Chennai (Velachery) to
ensure rapid access for animal
control teams across the city.
Each shelter will have ded-
icated enclosures, quarantine
sections, and basic medical
facilities. The dogs will be cap-
tured and kept under observa-
tion if they show clinical signs
of rabies -- such as hydrophobia,
uncontrolled salivation, repeat-
ed biting, and visible injuries.
While rabies-suspected dogs
usually survive only a few
days after showing symptoms,

the shelters will enable careful
monitoring and controlled dis-
posal of carcasses through buri-
al or incineration, preventing
environmental contamination.
The initiative marks a step for-
ward in balancing citizen safety
with humane animal care. By
creating dedicated spaces for
dangerous or infected animals,
the civic body seeks to reduce the
risk of rabies spread in densely
populated areas while avoiding
indiscriminate culling or unmon-
itored detention of strays.

san exhibits running through-
out the week.

“Pre-puja festivities began
on September 1. We have also
set up stalls selling handlooms
and handicrafts made by fe-
male artisans to support local
communities,” said Prodip
Ganguly, vice-president of the
committee.

Among the many craftsmen
who return to Delhi each year
for the pujas is Gobindo, an
idol-maker from West Bengal
with more than 25 years of ex-
perience.

Gobindo said he has been
coming to the city for years and
every year he makes around 40
to 50 idols. “It’s a family tradi-
tion, my father taught me, and
I’'m teaching my son. We use
sacred clay from Mayapur. It’s
not just work, it’s devotion,”
he said.

Chittaranjan Park, home
to a large Bengali population
since the 1960s, remains the
heart of the city’s Durga Pujo
celebrations, with four major
grounds - Kali Mandir, B Block,
Cooperative Ground, and Mela
Ground - drawing thousands of
visitors daily.

In Kashmere Gate, Delhi’s
oldest puja, established in 1910,
has entered its 116th year. “We
are keeping it traditional, just
as our forefathers did,” said
Shankho Mita, joint secretary
of the organising committee.

The Minto Road Puja Sami-
ty has also chosen a traditional
theme for the celebration, fo-
cusing on rituals and commu-
nity bonding.

India’s 1st Dugong sanctuary
receives global recognition

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennali, Sept 26: Tamil Na-
du Chief Minister MK Stalin
Thursday hailed the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation
of Nature’s IUCN) formal rec-
ognition of India’s first Dugong
Conservation Reserve in Palk
Bay, calling it a “significant
global endorsement” of the
state’s marine conservation
efforts.

Taking to X, he praised the
Tamil Nadu Forest Department
and conservation partners for
protecting the vulnerable du-
gong and its fragile habitat.

The recognition came after a
motion proposed by the Omcar
Foundation was adopted at the
IUCN World Conservation Con-
gress 2025 in Abu Dhabi. The
proposal received overwhelm-
ing support, with 98 per cent of
member governments and 94.8
per cent of NGOs, research in-
stitutions, and organisations
voting in favour.

Environmentalists said the
endorsement places Tamil Na-
du’s initiative on the global con-
servation map and could draw
new resources and expertise to
the region.

Established September 21,
2022, under the Wildlife Pro-
tection Act, 1972, the Dugong
Conservation Reserve covers
448.34 square km in northern
Palk Bay. The area is home
to more than 12,250 hectares
of rich seagrass meadows,
which serve as critical feeding
grounds for dugongs (Dugong
dugon), a species listed as “Vul-
nerable to Extinction” on the
TUCN Red List.
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stablished September 21,

2022, under the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972, the Dugong
Conservation Reserve covers
448.34 square km in northern
Palk Bay

he area is home to more

than 12,250 hectares of rich
seagrass meadows, which serve
as critical feeding grounds for
dugongs (Dugong dugon), a
species listed as “Vulnerable to
Extinction” on the IUCN Red List

These meadows also support
a wide range of marine species,
underscoring the ecological val-
ue of the reserve.

The IUCN motion flagged
concerns over habitat loss,
destructive fishing practices,
and climate change impacts
that endanger dugong popula-
tions and the broader Palk Bay
ecosystem.

Members applauded the in-
novative restoration efforts
undertaken in the reserve — in-
cluding the use of bamboo and
coconut rope frames to revive

seagrass meadows — which
have combined scientific ex-
pertise with community partic-
ipation and created a replicable
model for marine protection
across South Asia.

The resolution urged IUCN
members to work closely with
the Government of India, the
Tamil Nadu government,
and local groups to improve
habitat monitoring, build
sustainable fisheries prac-
tices, and share lessons with
global dugong conservation
programmes.

It further called for adapting
Tamil Nadu’s approach in other
parts of the Indian Ocean and
worldwide, where dugong pop-
ulations are at risk.

Conservation experts be-
lieve the global recognition
will boost technical and fi-
nancial support, empower
coastal communities to con-
tinue their protection work,
and draw international at-
tention to the urgent need
to preserve seagrass ecosys-
tems and save the dugong
from extinction.

PARATHAS, SHIKANJI, GAJAK IN UNDER AN HOUR

Namo Bharat brings Delhi, Meerut closer

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: Chand-
ni Chowk’s parathas, Modi-
nagar’s shikanji and the gajak
stalls around the upcoming
Bhaisali Namo Bharat station
would now be less than an hour
away for residents of Delhi and
Meerut, with the gradual open-
ing of new RRTS corridors.

Meerut’s sweet markets are
also expected to attract more
visitors due to the Bhaisali
station on the Delhi-Ghazia-
bad-Meerut corridor. Rewari
and Gajak, long associated with
the city’s festive traditions, will
become easier for outsiders to
sample, according to the Na-
tional Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC).

Sports enthusiasts, too, stand
to gain. Meerut accounts for near-
ly 40 per cent of India’s sports

goods exports, and its main
sports market on Suraj Kund
Road will be connected through
Begumpul station, officials said.
Cricket bats, hockey sticks, gym
gear and other equipment from
local manufacturers are expected
to see greater footfall.

The corridor is also opening
access to Meerut’s historic and
religious sites. NCRTC said at-
tractions such as the Shaheed

Tamil Nadu’s educational transformatlon

The monthly scholarship of 1,000 under the “Tamil
Pudhalvan’ and ‘Pudhumai Penn’ schemes for state-run
school students, along with the skilling programme
under the ‘Naan Mudhalvan’ platform, has helped
many rural children begin realising their ambitions of
becoming graduates, engineers, doctors or advocates

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Sept 26: A gesture
by the Tamil Nadu government
has brought a significant trans-
formation in the lives of under-
privileged children, enabling
them to fulfil their aspiration
to pursue education.

The monthly scholarship
of Rs 1,000 under the ‘Tamil
Pudhalvan’ and ‘Pudhumai
Penn’ schemes for state-run
school students, along with the
skilling programme under the
‘Naan Mudhalvan’ platform,
has helped many rural children
begin realising their ambitions
of becoming graduates, engi-
neers, doctors or advocates.

“These initiatives of the edu-
cation department are making
high school and higher edu-
cation accessible to scores of
students, fuelling their desire
to study for better prospects in
life,” officials said.

“I stopped asking my rel-
atives and others for money

to study. The monthly grant
under ‘Pudhumai Penn’ has
helped me to study the EEE
course,” said Subbalakshmi of
Ranipet.

Her father, a goat rearer, and
her mother, a daily wage earn-
er, could not afford to send her
to college.

“Thank you, CM (MK Stalin)
sir, for providing the assistance
under ‘Pudhumai Penn’. I hope
to complete my course and re-
alise my ambition to become
a math teacher. I wish that
you extend this assistance to
students pursuing PG cours-
es,” Subbalakshmi, now in
her third year of college, said
at a state government event
to celebrate the success of the
special initiatives to improve
education—‘Tamil Nadu Ex-
cels in Education’—held here
September 25.

Immediately, the chief min-
ister remarked, “So, you want
to become a math teacher.
Come here, teacher, a present

is awaiting you.”

To everyone’s surprise, Sta-
lin took out his pen from his
shirt pocket, handed it to her
and blessed her.

An emotional Subbalaksh-
mi bowed at the feet of the
chief minister, Deputy Chief
Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin,
and Telangana Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy, seeking their
blessings.

In Sathya’s case, 34, the
scheme encouraged her to join
a CSE course in a government
polytechnic institute along
with her son, and both are now

in their third year.

Ramya of Thanjavur said she
saved Rs 100 each month from
her scholarship and, after a
year, bought a hearing aid for
her mother, who had hearing
difficulties.

“My father is a daily wage
earner. I will never let my par-
ents down. I will succeed in
life and take care of them,” she
said, tears welling in her eyes.

At the event, School Educa-
tion Minister Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi was seen wiping
his eyes as beneficiaries shared
their ordeals and expressed

their determination to study,
crediting the state govern-
ment’s schemes.

“The schemes of the Dra-
vidian model government are
bringing significant change to
every family. It is heartening
to see our children achieving
in life. These tears are tears
of joy,” he said later in a post
on ‘X',

Athlete Rosy Meena ex-
pressed gratitude to Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin, who holds
the sports portfolio, for provid-
ing her with a Rs 1.5 lakh pole
vault, enabling her to partici-
pate in competitions.

The event also showcased
students who had pursued
higher education abroad. The
Tamil Nadu chief minister’s
‘breakfast scheme’, another ini-
tiative, addresses challenges of
nutrition among children while
encouraging regular school
attendance. “This scheme ad-
dresses the daily nutritional
needs of poor children who
do not have access to meals at
home,” Telangana Chief Minis-
ter Revanth Reddy said at the
event, assuring its implemen-
tation in his state.

He is the second chief min-
ister, after Punjab’s Bhagwant
Mann, to announce plans to
adopt the scheme inspired by
Tamil Nadu.

Smarak, Augharnath Temple,
Shahi Jama Masjid, Shahi Ei-
dgah and Shahpeer Sahab ki
Dargah will be reachable via
stations like Meerut Central
and Meerut South as they are
nearly operational.
Colonial-era landmarks like
St John’s Church and the Di-
gambar Jain Temple, with its
hundreds of idols, will also ben-
efit from the improved connec-

tivity. Parks and markets such
as Gandhi Bagh and Sarai Lal
Das will be more easily accessi-
ble once more sections become
operational, it said.

The high-speed rail has re-
duced travel time from Anand
Vihar in Delhi to Meerut South to
just 35 minutes on the operational
stretch. Officials said the service
is making it easier for commuters
to access cultural landmarks, food
hubs and heritage spots across
both cities, it stated.

Delhi residents can board
a Namo Bharat train to Modi-
nagar North and visit the orig-
inal Jain Shikanji outlet, serv-
ing its tangy drink since 1957,
while travellers from Meerut
can reach Chandni Chowk after
a quick interchange at Anand
Vihar and taste the stuffed
parathas at Paranthe Wali Ga-
1i, it stated.

Delhi CM launches rooftop
solar project to generate 55 MW

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta Friday
launched a project to generate
55 MW electricity through the
installation of rooftop solar
plants on 1000 government
buildings, at Rithala in North
West Delhi.

She inaugurated a 25 KW so-
lar plant installed at the sewage
treatment plant (STP) at Ritha-
la. “This work will be complet-
ed by January next year, and
rooftop solar plants and work
will start for installing solar
plants on the rooftop of other
identified government build-
ings,” she told the reporters.

The Chief Minister also inau-
gurated a fire station in the area,
and laid the foundation stone of
a power grid project of TPDDL
discom. The BJP government is
writing the “golden chapter” of
a clean, green Delhi by ensuring
scientific disposal of waste by
setting up waste-to-energy and

biogas plants, she stated.
Work on an e-waste process-
ing plant in Tehkhand has also
begun to dispose of discarded
electronic items like mobile
phones, chargers, batteries,
among others, she announced.
The Chief Minister said that
Delhi generates 11,000-12,000
metric tons of solid waste per
day, while just around 7,000
metric tons is disposed of.
“How would the garbage
mountains in the city be re-
moved if the waste went on pil-
ing up. Our government started
work on waste-to-energy plants
and updated older ones while
setting up new plants,” she
said. Delhi did not have any
biogas plant, even 78 years af-
ter Independence, to process a
huge amount of animal dung.
“There was no plant to con-
vert dung into gas; as a result,
the large quantity of it due to
lakhs of livestock in the city
was mixed with Yamuna water
through the drains,” she said.

@ OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER, PURI (R&B) DIVISION, PURI S S

Phone/Fax: (06752) 296839 (E-mai
1st CORRIGENDUM TO TENDER CALL NOTICE No. 31 of 2025-26

B-578|

eerbpurl@yahoo co. m)

substituted as below:

unchanged.
OIPR-34064/11/0043/2526

Clause No. 10 (C) and Column 7 of Short Tender Notice is hereby|

“Class of Bidder MV/HT, the OEM or Specialised agency may participate|
in the tender provided they have MoU for the specified work put to tender|
with electrical contractor having valid MV/HT licences”.

All other terms and conditions as mentioned in the DTCN will remain

8d./- Superintending Engineer

Puri (R&B) Division, Puri
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Farmers
are being
ignored and

neglected by
the NDA alliance
government, and

their welfare L AL

remains completely overlooked
YS SHARMILA | APCC PRESIDENT

All students
‘ deprived of

scholarships £#: =
will have the =
funds sent to
their accounts {\
before Diwali. \ "
Furthermore, accountability
will be fixed for those whose
actions prevented students
from receiving the scholarship
so that such errors do not
occur in the future

YOGI ADITYANATH | UTTAR PRADESH CM

‘ Urbanisation
is the most
pressing
need of the day, 1
and our goal is 'ﬁ;ﬂ
to make citizens' W
lives simpler,
easier, and more convenient by
moving in a planned manner to-
wards green and clean cities

MOHAN YADAV | MP cM

[}
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SHORT TAKES

I 6 dead in steel
plant collapse

Raipur: Six workers were
killed and as many injured
when the roof of a structure
at a private steel plant

- collapsed in Chhattisgarh's
capital Raipur o Friday, police
said. The incident took place
at the plant of Godawari
Power and Ispat Limited in
Siltara area on the outskirts
of the capital, Raipur Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Lal Umed Singh told PTI.

M Tirupati laddu’ row:
SC stays AP HC order

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court Friday stayed an order
that faulted the CBI director
for allowing an officer not
from the court-appointed SIT
to probe into the adulteration
of ghee used in the famed
Tirumala Tirupati Temple’s
‘laddu prasadam’ (religious
offerings). The Andhra
Pradesh High court said the
CBI director acted in violation
of the top court’s directions
while carrying out a probe
into “adulterated ghee” being
used to prepare prasadam.

M vijay’s TVK preps
for campaign

Namakkal: Ahead of actor-
politician Vijay’s campaign
in Namakkal and Karur
Saturday, the Tamilaga Vetri
Kazhagam (TVK) has made
elaborate arrangements,
expecting a massive public
gathering. Arterial roads are
already decked with banners
and party flags, and to serve
the crowds that gather early
to catch a glimpse of their
leader, the TVK district wing
is arranging free distribution
of over 10,000 water bottles,
starting Saturday morning.

M Heavy rains
cripple T’'gana

Hyderabad: Heavy rains
disrupted normal life in
several parts of Telangana
Friday morning, causing
waterlogging and traffic
issues, especially for
commuters in Hyderabad.
Narva in Narayanpet district
received the highest rainfall
at 44.3 mm between 8.30 am
to 11 am, followed by 44 mm
at Mujahidpur in Vikarabad
district.

I Schoolboy detained for
killing rickshaw driver

Gonda (UP): It was a
textbook blind murder with
scarce clues, no witnesses
and no apparent motive.
Investigators had literally
nothing to go by when called
upon to solve the killing of an
e-rickshaw driver, eventually
traced to a schoolboy.
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We want to build a nation

that is strong, prosperous,

inclusive and respected
across the world. For this,
the maritime sector has

a key role. You must play
your role with dedication
SARBANANDA SONOWAL | UNION MINISTER

Modi launches women’s
livelihood scheme in Bihar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, Sept 26: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Friday launched
a sharp attack on the RJD, alleg-
ing that women in poll-bound
Bihar had suffered immensely
under its rule, and urged them to
ensure that the Lalu Prasad-led
party and its allies never return
to power in the state.

Modi made the remarks
while virtually launching the
Mukhya Mantri Mahila Rojgar
Yojana, under which 75 lakh
women in Bihar received Rs
10,000 each to support self-em-
ployment and livelihood activi-
ties. The Rs 7,500-crore scheme
is an initiative of the NDA gov-
ernment in the state aimed at
promoting women’s economic
empowerment.

While the PM launched the
scheme virtually from Delhi,
Bihar Chief Minister Ni-
tish Kumar, his dep-
uty Samrat Choud-
hary, and several
Union and state
ministers joined
it through vid-
eo conference
from Patna. A
large number of
women of the state
also joined it virtu-
ally. "Women of Bihar
suffered a lot under the RJD
rule... There were no roads,
law and order was pathetic...
but now women feel safe and
secure under the Nitish Ku-
mar government. Hence, they
must ensure that RJD and its
allies never return to power,"
Modi said.

Stressing that the NDA gov-
ernment in Bihar was working
for women empowerment, he
said the state would soon have
the maximum number of 'Lakh-
pati Didis' in the country.

The PM asserted that 75 lakh
beneficiaries of the scheme
would receive an additional

MODI
MADE THE
REMARKS WHILE
VIRTUALLY LAUNCHING
THE MUKHYA MANTRI
MAHILA ROJGAR YOJANA,
UNDER WHICH 75 LAKH or
WOMEN IN BIHAR RECEIVED
RS 10,000 EACH TO SUPPORT
SELF-EMPLOYMENT
AND LIVELIHOOD
ACTIVITIES

Rs 2 lakh each and training
for improvement in entrepre-
neurial skills. Lauding the new
scheme, he said it was an im-
portant step taken by the Nitish
Kumar government for Bihar's
women. Assembly polls
in the state are due
later this year.
"When any
sister or daugh-
ter gets a job
becomes
self-employed,
her dreams get
wings, and her
respect in soci-
ety increases even
more," the PM said.
Sending money directly to the
accounts of 75 lakh women
was possible today because we
took the resolve to set up 'Jan
Dhan' accounts 11 years ago,
he added. "Bihar's women now
have two brothers — Nitish
and Modi — who are working
tirelessly for their betterment.
It is a matter of great pride for
me to inaugurate the Mukhya
Mantri Mahila Rojgar Yojana
today," he added. The 'Jeevika
Nidhi Sakh Sahakari Sangh',
which was launched earlier
this month, will be linked with
the 'Mukhya Mantri Mahila
Rozgar' scheme as well, he said.

2,417 INDIANS DEPORTED
FROM US SINCE JAN: MEA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: Over 2,400
Indians have been deported
from the US since January,
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said Friday.

The issue of deportations is
back in the news after American
authorities repatriated Harjit
Kaur, a 73-year-old Sikh woman
from Punjab who had lived in
the US for three decades.

MEA spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said India stands
against illegal migration and
it wants to promote pathways
for legal mobility of people.

The US has deported a to-
tal of 2,417 Indian nationals
between January 20 and Sep-
tember 25, he said. Jaiswal also
noted the case of Kaur. Once
the Indian nationality of any
person, who is in any country

without legal status, is proved,
they are taken back and this is
also the case with the US, he
said.

Whenever, there is a person
who does not possess a legal
status in any country and he or
she is referred to us, we do the
background check and confirm
the nationality, he said.

“Because, then we are in a
position to take them back.
This is what has been happen-
ing with the deportations from
the US. As far as visa fraud cas-
es and other such matters are
concerned, we want to promote
legal migration from India,”
Jaiswal said.

“At the same time, we want
to see how best we can clamp
down on illegal migration be-
cause that undermines our
efforts to promote legal migra-
tion,” he said.

Modi said initiatives such as
Ujjwala Yojana, free ration to 8.5
crore people of Bihar and Ayush-
man Bharat have improved the
lives of residents. "There was a
time when getting a gas connec-
tion in a village was a challenge.
Mothers and sisters would spend
their lives coughing and choking
in the kitchen due to the use of
firewood. We delivered gas con-
nections to every home to save
women from this," he added.
"The Centre has set a target
of creating 3 crore 'Lakhpati
Didis' in the country. So far,
more than 2 crore sisters have
become 'Lakhpati Didis'. Their
hard work has changed the
villages, society, and also the
status of their families. Bihar
will soon have the maximum
number of 'Lakhpati Didis' in
the country," the PM said.
Asserting that the magnitude
of the newly launched scheme
is massive, the PM said the
women of Bihar can now open
shops selling groceries, uten-
sils, cosmetics, toys, and sta-
tionery. Noting that the Cen-
tre has opened new sectors for
women and daughters across
the country, the PM said a large
number of women are joining
the armed forces and police,
and even flying fighter jets.

A potter makes a ‘diya’ at a workshop ahead of ‘Diwali’ festival in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh

-

SC RAPS RAJASTHAN OVER :
NON-WORKING PS CCTVS /

The Supreme Court Friday posed questions to
the Rajasthan government and directed it to

apprise about the number of CCTV cameras in-
stalled in each police station across the state.
Acting in a suo motu case, the top court asked

whether any regular audit was conducted to 2

check the functioning of the installed cameras - _-

SCHOOL JOBS SCAM

Cal HC grants bail
to Partha Chatterjee

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Sept 26: The Calcut-
ta High Court Friday granted
bail to former West Bengal
minister Partha Chatterjee in
connection with the teacher
recruitment irregularities case
under investigation of the CBI.

Chatterjee, the prime ac-
cused in the cash-for-jobs scam
in Bengal's state-run schools,
which perceptively runs into
several thousand crores and
has rocked state politics for the
past several years, was granted
bail in a case on irregularities
in primary school recruitment,
the charge sheet on which was
filed by the CBI December 27
last year.

The former minister has
been behind bars for over three
years now, and has already
been granted bail in the other
cases slapped on him by the
central investigating agencies
— the ED and CBI. The latest
bail order makes him eligible to
walk out of jail once the formal-
ities of furnishing bail bonds
are over. Lawyers, however,
expressed doubts on whether
the former minister would be
set free ahead of the Durga Puja
festival, and opined that in the
wake of a Supreme Court order
pertaining to a related case,
Chatterjee's formalities can on-
ly be completed once the courts
reopen after puja vacations.

Granting bail to Chatterjee,
Justice Suvra Ghosh observed,
“allegation against the petition-
er involves abuse of his official
position which he no longer
holds. He, therefore, cannot be
said to be in a position to mis-
use his office or commit similar
offences.”

Justice Ghosh directed Chat-
terjee to furnish a bond of Rs 10
lakh with adequate sureties of
like amount each. He was also
asked to surrender his passport
and not leave the jurisdiction of
the trial court without its per-
mission, and appear before it
on every date of hearing.

[ndia rejects NATO claim of
Modi-Putin call on Ukraine

The MEA spokesperson, strongly justifying India’s
continued procurement of Russian crude oil, said New
Delhi will continue taking all necessary measures to
safeguard its national interests and economic security

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: India
Friday described as “entire-
ly baseless” NATO Secretary
General Mark Rutte’s remarks
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi dialled Russian President
Vladimir Putin and asked for
the strategy on Ukraine in view
of impact of Washington’s pu-
nitive tariffs on India for its
energy ties with Moscow.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said “speculative or careless”
remarks that misrepresent
Modi’s engagements or sug-
gest conversations that never
occurred are “unacceptable”.

Strongly justifying India’s
continued procurement of
Russian crude oil, Jaiswal
said there cannot be any “dou-
ble standards” in the matter
against the backdrop of US
President Donald Trump’s re-
cent remarks that appeared to
be critical of the EU and NA-
TO nations for their energy ties
with Russia.

Rutte told CNN on the mar-
gins of the UN General Assem-
bly in New York that Trump’s
tariffs on India are having a
“big impact” on Russia and
New Delhi is on the phone with
Putin. “And Narendra Modi is
asking him to explain his strat-

PTI PHOTO

SC nod for green crackers; sale restricted in Delhi

A BENCH HEADED BY CHIEF JUSTICE B R GAVAI ALSO ASKED THE CENTRE TO TAKE A FRESH LOOK

AT THE ABSOLUTE BAN ON THE M

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: The Su-
preme Court Friday allowed
certified manufacturers to
produce green crackers on the
condition that their sale is not
carried in Delhi-NCR without
approval.

A bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice B R Gavai also asked the
Centre

to take a fresh look at the ab-
solute ban on the manufacture
of firecrackers in Delhi-Nation-
al Capital Region (NCR).

The bench, also comprising
Justices K Vinod Chandran and
N V Anjaria, directed the Min-
istry of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change (MoEFCC)
to consult all stakeholders, in-
cluding the Delhi Government,
manufacturers, and sellers, be-
fore arriving at a final decision.

“In the meantime, we per-

mit the manufacturers who
are having the certification
of green crackers as certified
by NEERI (National Environ-
mental Engineering Research
Institute) as well as PESO (Pe-
troleum and Explosives Safety
Organisation) to manufacture.
However, this will be subject
to an undertaking by the man-
ufacturers to this court that un-

til further orders passed by this
court, they would not sell any of
their crackers in the prohibited
areas,” it ordered.

The conditional order per-
mitting certified manufacturers
to produce green crackers till
the plea is heard again Octo-
ber 8 on filing of the MoEFCC
report on the issue assumes
significance as earlier April 3,

a bench headed by former top
court judge Justice A S Oka,
refused to relax the ban on the
manufacture, storage and sale
on firecrackers in Delhi-NCR.

Justice Oka had noted that
air pollution levels remained
alarming for a considerable
time and a large section of the
population worked on streets
and was the worst affected by
pollution.

On Friday, the CJI-led bench
batted for a balanced approach
keeping in mind the right
to livelihood of workers em-
ployed in such manufacturing
units and the fact that such a
complete ban is hardly imple-
mented fully.

The orders were passed while
hearing the 1985 PIL of MC Me-
hta relating to environmental
concerns in Delhi-NCR.

The bench said while curb-
ing pollution was essential, an

ANUFACTURE OF FIRECRACKERS IN DELHI-NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION

absolute ban was not “practical
or ideal”.

The court illustrated it with
the prohibition on mining in Bi-
har, which inadvertently gave
rise to powerful illegal mining
mafias. “It will be appropriate
that the Union of India comes
forward with a solution after
taking all the stakeholders, in-
cluding the Delhi Government,
the manufacturers and sellers
of crackers, on board. As has
been experienced, that despite
there being a complete ban, the
ban could not be implemented,"
the bench said.

The order went on, “As was
noticed by us in one of the judg-
ments wherein in the State of
Bihar, a complete ban on min-
ing, had led to illegal mafias en-
gaging in the business of min-
ing. In that view of the matter,
it is necessary that a balanced
approach must be adopted.”

egy on Ukraine because India
is being hit with tariffs,” the
NATO chief claimed.

Jaiswal said Rutte’s state-
ment is “factually incorrect
and entirely baseless.”

“At no point has Prime Min-
ister Modi spoken with Presi-
dent Putin in the manner sug-
gested. No such conversation
has taken place,” he said.

“We expect the leadership of
an important institution like
NATO to exercise greater re-
sponsibility and accuracy in
public statements,” he added.

Jaiswal said India’s energy
imports are meant to ensure
predictable and affordable en-
ergy costs to the Indian con-
sumer. The MEA spokesperson,
strongly justifying India’s con-
tinued procurement of Russian
crude oil, said New Delhi will
continue taking all necessary
measures to safeguard its na-
tional interests and economic
security.

Jaiswal also appeared to
dismiss the European Union's
recent criticism of India’s en-
ergy ties with Russia EU for-
eign and security policy chief
Kaja Kallas last week said that
India’s military exercises and
its purchase of Russian crude
oil “stand in the way of closer
ties” between the two sides.

India urges Russia to
release 27 more Indians
recruited into its army

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: India has
called upon Russia to release
27 more Indian nationals who
were recently recruited into the
Russian military.

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal Friday said New Delhi
has come to know that more In-
dians are working with the Rus-
sian military, with new inputs
coming from their families.

"As per our information, 27
Indian nationals are presently
serving in the Russian army.
We are also in close touch
with their family members in
the matter," Jaiswal said at
his weekly media briefing. "We
once again strongly urge all
Indian nationals to stay away
from the offers being made to
serve in the Russian army as
they are fraught with danger
and risk to life," he added.

Jaiswal said India has strong-
ly taken up the matter with
Russian authorities. "We have
strongly raised this matter with
Russian authorities in Moscow
and with the Russian embassy
in New Delhi, and asked for
them to be freed as soon as pos-
sible," he said. "We are trying to
get them out," he said.

There have been reports that
some Indians on student and
business visas were forced into
joining Russian military units
deployed on the frontlines of
the war in Ukraine.

India has been repeatedly
asking Russia to release all In-
dians serving as support staff,
such as cooks and helpers, with
Russian military units. The is-
sue was raised by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi during his
visit to Russia last year as well.

According to official data, the
number of Indians recruited
by the Russian military is now
more than 150.

At least 12 Indians were
killed while fighting on the
frontlines of the conflict in
Ukraine, while 96 were dis-
charged by Russian authorities.
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This year, we will work on all

these. This government will
take responsibility for lay-

ing better roads to go to any
village. There will not be any

issue with any road. We wiill
make those arrangements

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU I ANDHRA PRADESH CM

SHAH BATS FOR ‘SONAR
BANGLA’ AFTER 2026 POLLS

Union Home Minister Amit Shah Friday said he
prayed before Goddess Durga for a change of
guard in West Bengal after the 2026 Assem-
bly polls to build a ‘Sonar Bangla’, drawing a
sharp retort from senior TMC leader Abhishek
Banerjee, who accused the BJP of being “anti-
Bengali” and starving the state of funds

Oppn slams Centre over Wangchuk's arrest

Wangchuk was arrested Friday by a police party in Leh, two days after violent protests by supporters
of a movement demanding statehood for Ladakh and extension of the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution left four people dead and 90 others injured

Bangalore: Pro-Kannada
group disrupts Hindi event

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Sept 26: Forty-one
members of a pro-Kannada
outfit were arrested for al-
legedly forcing their way into
a five-star hotel here in protest
against a Hindi Diwas event
and causing a disturbance, po-
lice said Friday.

Following this, Karnataka
Rakshana Vedike (KRV) has
called for a protest in all the 31
districts of the state from Sat-
urday, demanding that "false
cases" against their activists be
withdrawn and they should be
released. The Ministry of Home
Affairs' Rajbhasha Samiti had
organised a "Hindi Promotion
Meeting" at the hotel, attended
by six Members of Parliament,
when members of the pro-Kan-
nada outfit barged in Thursday,
according to sources.

Raising slogans against the
event, the activists alleged that
the meeting was an attempt to
impose Hindi on non-Hindi
speaking states.

According to a police state-
ment, the Parliamentary Com-
mittee on Official Language
had organised a meeting from
September 23 to 25 at the hotel
on Race Course road here.

SHORT TAKES

[ 6 killed in 2 road
accidents in J’khand

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: Opposi-
tion parties Friday slammed
the Centre over the arrest of
climate activist Sonam Wang-
chuk, alleging that the move
“clearly exposes the govern-
ment’s witch-hunting agenda”
and it is an “abysmal failure”
to maintain law and order in
the Union Territory of Ladakh.

Wangchuk was arrested Fri-
day by a police party in Leh,
two days after violent protests
by supporters of a movement
demanding statehood for Lada-
kh and extension of the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution
left four people dead and 90
others injured, officials said.

Condemning Wangchuk's ar-
rest, the Congress said it was
done to divert attention and
responsibility from the BJP’s
“abysmal failure” to maintain
law and order and ensure se-
curity of life and property in
Ladakh.

In a post on X, Congress gen-
eral secretary in-charge com-
munications, Jairam Ramesh,
said, "The Indian National
Congress condemns the arrest
of noted environmentalist and
educationist Sonam Wangchuk
under the National Security

that the BJP has deceived the
people of Ladakh for years.
It promised the region Sixth
Schedule status in the 2020 Leh
Hill Council elections and has
gone back on that promise with
a vengeance," Ramesh said.
The BJP claimed that it gave
Ladakh autonomy from the
larger Jammu and Kashmir
but it has really ended all sem-
blance of democracy in the UT,
the Congress leader alleged.
"The Modi government can-
not brush these issues away or
suppress them by arresting Mr
Wangchuk. It needs to engage
with the people of Ladakh in
sincerity and with alacrity,"
Ramesh said. Trinamool Con-

uty Leader Sagarika Ghose al-
leged that the Narendra Modi
government treats any dissent
as "anti-national" and arrests
the dissenters under draconi-
an laws.

"Home Ministry at it again.
Narendra Modi regime now ar-
rests Magsaysay Award winner
Sonam Wangchuk. Whether in
sensitive places like Kashmir
or Manipur or Ladakh, the
Modi government has no poli-
¢y, no reach out, no reconcilia-
tion, no trust building," Ghose
said in a post on X. "All that
the incompetent Modi regime
can do is treat any dissent as
'anti-national' and arrest under
draconian laws. Shameful," she

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah said
Wangchuk's arrest was unfor-
tunate and accused the BJP-
led NDA government of back-
tracking on its promises. "This
is unfortunate. The way the
Central government was after
him since yesterday, it seemed
they would do something like
this," Abdullah told reporters
on the sidelines of a ceremony
in Srinagar. PDP president Me-
hbooba Mufti said Wangchuk’s
arrest is “deeply disturbing”,
terming the climate activist as
a lifelong advocate of peace.

“Sonam Wangchuk”s arrest
is deeply disturbing. A lifelong
advocate of peace, sustainabili-
ty and truth is being punished
merely for demanding that
promises be kept,” Mehbooba
said in a post on X.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
criticised the BJP-led central
government over Wangchuk's
arrest, calling it an attack on
democracy and people's rights.

AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal said that the
country was passing through a
difficult phase. Earlier, in an-
other post on X, he described
Wangchuk as a man committed
to education and innovation,
and said it was painful to see

‘l LOVE MUHAMMAD’ ROW

Bareilly: Police, locals
clash outside mosque

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bareilly (UP), Sept 26: An
announcement postponing a
proposed demonstration in
support of the “I Love Muham-
mad” campaign by cleric and
Ittehad-e-Millat Council chief
Taugeer Raza Khan led to a
clash between a large crowd
and police outside a mosque in
Bareilly on Friday. Police have
taken more than two dozen peo-
ple into custody, officials said.

Police said large crowds
holding “I Love Muhammad”
posters gathered outside the
cleric’s residence and near the
mosque, both in the Kotwali ar-
ea and located a short distance
from each other, after Friday
prayers, with people express-
ing anger over the suspension
of the demonstration.

Sources said Khan made a
last-minute announcement to
call off the demonstration, say-
ing the authorities did not grant
permission for it. On Thursday,

the cleric had warned that the
demonstration would go ahead
“at any cost”.

Khan, the founder of Itte-
had-e-Millat Council, has been
politically active for more than
two decades with some influ-
ence in Bareilly and nearby dis-
tricts. He is also the direct de-
scendant of Ahmed Raza Khan,
the founder of the Barelvi sect
of Sunni Islam -- one of the most
prominent sects in the subcon-
tinent. Violence unfolded out-
side a small mosque adjoining
the Islamia ground in the heart
of the city and near the Dargah-
e-Ala Hazrat, the most revered
shrine for the followers of the
Barelvi sect.

As crowds attempted to
march towards the Islamia
Inter College ground, police
tried to stop them at Khalil
Tiraha, triggering stone
pelting and vandalism of
vehicles and shops by the
demonstrators, creating a
stampede-like situation.
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East Singhbhum and Giridih
districts Friday, police said.
The incidents occurred at
Baharagora in East Singhbhum
and Badkitand in Giridih. A

car travelling from Kolkata

to Jamshedpur rammed into
the rear of a heavy vehicle
near Jharia More on National
Highway-18 in East Singhbhum
district in the early hours of
Friday, killing three persons,
Baharagora police station
officer-in-charge Shankar
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“career” page for the detailed advertisement.

Chief Administrative Officer

CBC-34104/12/0007/2526

NOTIFICATION
INTHE COURT OF CIVIL JUDGE, SENIOR DIVISION, BHADRAK

IA No. 484/2024

C.S. No. 1160/2024
. Najar Emam Bije Bahudarada
. Sri Rakesh Kumar Nayak, aged about 30 years, S/o. Gangadhar Nayak.
. Sri Satyanshu Sekhar Rout, aged about 41 years, S/o. Late Golak Chandra Rout.
. Sekh Isak, aged about 85 years, S/o. Late Sekh Rushtam.

AFSPA extended in parts of
Manipur, Nagaland, Arunachal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ministry of Science and Technology

Department of Biotechnology
Block - 2-3, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110003

VACANCY NOTICE

Advt. No. Al-99013/25/2025-AIPSU-DBT

Applications/Nomination are invited for the post of Director/
Executive Director on deputation (including short-term
contract) basis in each of the following seven (07) institutions
of Biotechnology Research and Innovation Council (iBRIC).
Biotechnology Research and Innovation Council (BRIC) is
an apex autonomous body of Department of Biotechnology

undertaken. Now, therefore, in
exercise of the powers conferred
by Section 3 of the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act, 1958 (28 of
1958), the entire State of Manipur,
excluding the areas falling under
the jurisdiction of the following

New Delhi, Sept 26: The Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act was Fri-
day extended for six months in entire
Manipur, except the jurisdiction of 13
police stations, in view of the prevail-

HWN =

> . . N . N DBT): All are of Vill/Post: Bahudarada, P.S: Bhadrak (R), Bhadrak
Prasad Kushwaha told PTL. Inan | 3,015y and order situation there. 13 (thirteen) Police Stations of 5 (DBT) . . ' ! (R) Bradra etitioners
another incident a passenger - c . . - » Director, National Brain Research Centre (NBRC) Manesar,
A ° . . The AFSPA, under which a par-  districts, is declared as 'disturbed Haryana \/H]
vehicle collided withaspeeding | ;01- " ctave ‘or some areas are area' for a period of six months ary : : 1. Najar Emam Bije Nijgaon Marfat Farid Khan, aged about 65 years, S/o.
truck near Badkitand forest ae . R = Director, National Centre for Cell Science (NCCS), Pune, Late Meharban Khan, At: Mirzapur, P.O./P.S.: Purnabazar, Dist.: Bhadrak
along the Giridih-Dhanbad Main declared dISturbeq ’ he}s a,llso W?Eh effect from.01.10.2025, u.nl.ess Maharashtra 2. Sri Naresh Kumar Sahoo, aged about 40 years, S/o. Umakanta Sahoo
Road, leading to the death of been extended to nine districts = withdrawn earlier,” the notifica- . Director, Institute of Bioresources and Sustainable] [3- Smt Sunanda Sahoo, aged about 39 years, Wio. Naresh Kumar Sahoo
' in Nagaland and 21 police station  tion related to Manipur read ’ S i 4. Smt. Anadi Kalyani Singh, aged about 34 years, Wio. Rajesh Kumar
three persons on the spot, and A A : . : Development (IBSD), Imphal, Manipur Sahoo, Defendants No. 2 to 4 are of Village: Bankasahi, P.O./Dist.: Bhadrak
leaving six others injured. areas in five other districts of the The police station areas where + Director, National Institute of Plant Genome Research| | (Town), Bhadrak.
state for six months, according to  the AFSPA will not be in force in (NIPGR), New Delhi 5. Sri. Sailendra Kumar Rout, aged about 47 years, Sfo. Late Gayadhar|
a notification issued by the Union ~ Manipur are: Imphal, Lamphal, | |- Director, National Institute of Animal Biotechnology (NIAB),| | ~out, At Kuansh (Near Town Police Station), P.O./Dist.: Bhadrak (Town),
M BTC polls: BPF home ministry. , City, Singjamel, Patsoi, Wangoi in Hyderabad, Telangana 6. SK. Abdul Ahesan, aged about 47 years, S/o. SK. Abdul Sahid, At: Yusufpur
° The law was also extended to Tirap, = Imphal West district, Porompat, « Director, Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Biotechnology (RGCB), (Chaddak Mahala), P.O./P.S.: Purnabazar, Dist.. Bhadrak
leadingin 19,BJPin 11 | Changlangand Longding districtsin ~ Heingang, Irilbung in Imphal East Thiruvananthapuram, Keraia 7. Sahenaj Bano, aged about 37 years, W/o. SK. Abdul Rafique, At; Yusufpur

(Chaddak Mahala), P.O./P.S.: Purnabazar, Dist.: Bhadrak
. Anora Bibi, aged about 37 years, W/o. Sekh Asgar Ali, At: Mirzapur
(Patnasahi) Chhadak Mahala, P.O./P.S.: Purnabazar, Dist.. Bhadrak,
A/P-B-87, D.C. Enclave, Old Halbatpur, Sentdevi Nagar Colony, Hailatpur,
Goutam Buddha Nagar, Uitar Pradesh, PIN - 201009
9. Ramesh Chandra Jena, aged about 59 years, S/o. Late Jagabandhu Jena,
Vill/P.O.: Bahudarada, P.S.: Bhadrak(R), Dist.. Bhadrak.
... Defendants/OPs

Arunachal Pradesh and three police
station areas, bordering Assam, in
Namsai district in the state.

The extension of the disturbed area
in the particular areas in the three
states will be effective from October
1 for six months.

The AFSPA, often criticised as a
draconian law, gives armed forces
operating in disturbed areas sweep-
ing powers to search, arrest and open
fire if they deem it necessary.

"And whereas, a further review
of the law and order situation in
the state of Manipur has been

MiG-21 flies through Indian skies for last time

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

district, Thoubal in Thoubal dis- .
trict and Bishnupur and Nambol in
Bishnupur district and Kakching in
Kakching district.

Manipur has been under Presi-
dent's rule since February 13 after
Chief Minister N Biren Singh, who
was heading a BJP-led government,
resigned on February 9 following
ethnic violence that claimed over 260
lives since May 2023.

The disturbed area declaration
was in force in entire Manipur (ex-
cept Imphal municipality area) since
2004 till early 2022.

Executive Director, National Agri-Food and Biomanufacturing] g
Institute (NABI), Mohali
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res.in, www.ibsd.gov.in, www.nipgr.ac.in, www.niab.res.
in, www.rgcb.res.in and www.nabi.res.in). 7 sets of hard
copies of application form submitted by email must also be sent
through proper channel at the address given below:

Shri Subodh Kumar Ram

Under Secretary (AIPSU),

Department of Biotechnology,

Room No. 509, 5th Floor, Block-3, CGO Complex,

Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110003 chc 36301/11/0003/2526

Guwabhati: The Bodoland
Peoples' Front (BPF) has
leading in 19 of the 40 seats

of the Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC), followed by the
BJP in 11 and United Peoples’
Party Liberal (UPPL) in 10 seats
Friday, as counting of votes
was on, officials said. Elections
to the 40-member BTC,
comprising the five districts

of Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa,
Udalguri and Tamulpur, was
held September 22 peacefully
with no repolls ordered. 1

in the fields as mentioned inf | Notice U/O 5 R-20 of CPC
Anora Bibi, aged about 37 years, W/o. Sekh Asgar Ali, At: Mirzapur
(Patnasahi) Chhadak Mahala, P.O./P.S.: Purnabazar, Dist.: Bhadrak,
A/P-B-87, D.C. Enclave, Old Halbatpur, Sentdevi Nagar Colony, Hailatpur,
Goutam Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh, PiIN - 201009
Take notice that the above named petitioners have filed the above IA for|
temporary injunction against the OP No. 8 and other OPs in respect of the
below schedule land.
You are avoiding to receive notice and to attend the court. You are hereby
directed to appear in person or through pleader on 23.10.25 at 10.30 A.M.
and file objection as to why this case will not be proceeded. In default of your|
appearance on the above mentioned date, the case will be decided in your|
absence on merit.

SCHEDULE SUIT LAND
Dist.: Bhadrak, MZ: Bahudarda, P.S.: Bhadrak(R) Consolidation Khata No.
835, Plot No. 2615, A0.57dec., Plot No. 2630, A0.23dec., Piot No. 3527,
A0.61dec.
Corressponds to M.S. Khata No. 655, Plot No. 2073, AQ.57 dec., Plot No.
2008, AD.23 dec., Plot No. 2466/4287, A0.61 dec.
Further Correspondents to C.S. Khata No. 5, Plot No. 1988, A0.24 dec., Plot
No. 2051, A0.61 dec., Plot No. 2333, A0.82 dec.
Signature
Civil Judge, Senior Division, Bhadrak

-

_ Bank of India DEMAND
o 31T Sfea BOI Zonal Office : Star House, 1/1D, Jayadev Vihar, Nayapalli,
Bank of India Bhubaneswar, Odisha, PIN-751015 N o l I c E

Notice under Section 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 for Enforcement of Security Interest

The Bank has granted following various credit facilities to the under mentioned Borrower & the amount outstanding dues mentioned below has not
been paid in time. Therefore Demand Notice under Sec. 13(2) of Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 was issued by the Authorized Officer against the following Borrower(s)/Mortgagor(s)/Co-Borrower(s) of the Bank of India,

Chandaka Industrial Complex Branch but the same could not be served on the below mentioned party. Therefore, the contents of the same
including the amount outstanding, Loan amount and details to the secured assets are herein furnished below.

He also recalled its role in the
1971 war with Pakistan, the 1999
Kargil conflict as well as the 2019
Balakot air strikes.

Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla, India's first man on the In-
ternational Space Station, former
IAF chiefs A Y Tipnis, S P Tyagi
and B S Dhanoa, scores of veterans,
many who piloted the aircraft, were
present on the occasion.

Shukla, who flew MiG-21 in the
past, said he felt excited yet nos-
talgic to be part of the ceremony,
saying the jet has been a big part

Chandigarh, Sept 26: The leg-
endary Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-21
fighter jets, the backbone of the In-
dian Air Force’s combat fleet for
more than six decades, streaked
through Indian skies for the last
time Friday - its final adieu thread-
ed through history and many a re-
membrance.

The sun shone bright, the skies
were cloudless and a brilliant blue,
providing a picture perfect setting
for the elaborate farewell to the

Russian origin warhorse that was of his life. CHANDAKA hl\;'l#s; :m,l;ecsgﬂptl[‘ix BRANGH / Mt D[;:;enﬂ;:::atr{d m";:ilé:t :id':’rr Description of
inducted into the IAF in the 1960s. Air Chief Marshal A P Singh flew Borrower(s) / Mortgagor(s) / Co-Borrower(s) Limit Notice SARFAESI Act mortgaged Property
Describing the MiG-21 as a asortie of the MiG-21 Bison aircraft Borrower & Mortgagor: Mr. Gopinath Mallick,| Star Loan 29.08.2025 | (61941815 |All the part and parcel of Land and

mighty machine and a national
pride, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said there is deep attachment
to the aircraft that shaped our con-
fidence.

“MiG-21 is not only an aircraft
or machine but also proof of deep
India-Russia ties,” the minister said
at the decommissioning ceremony
of MiG-21 at the IAF station here.

“The history of military aviation
is incredible. The

MiG-21 added many proud mo-
ments to our military aviation
journey,” Singh told the gathering.

Chief of Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhan, Chief of Naval Staff
Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi, Army
chief General Upendra Dwivedi,
Defence Research and Develop-

with call sign Badal 3. Dilbagh
Singh, who became the IAF chief in
1981, led the first MiG-21 Squadron

S/o- Late Chandi Mallick / Co- Borrower: Mr. Bijaya |against Property / as on 29.08.2025 |Building situated over Khata No.:
Kumar Mallick, S/o- Mr. Gopinath Mallick, Both are |(555362610000030y/ 30.08.2025 | *interesté 178/85, Plot No.: 85/221, Total Area:
at Address-1: House No.: 320, Salia Sahi, Adibasi| %10,10,000~ il expenses thereon| Ac.0.048 dec out of Area: Ac.0.050

; : Gaon, Bhubaneswar, Dist.: Khurda, Odisha, PIN-|dec., Kissam: Gharabari at Mouza: Mohabhoi Sasan, Tahasil: Bhubaneswar,
hﬁre in 1963. Am"r.lg the pilots to fg 752013, Address-2: At: Mahavir Nagar, Road No.: | Dist.: Khordha, PIN-752002, Odisha, standing in the name of Mr. Gopinath Mallick,
the MiG-21 on Friday was Squad- 9(A), Plot No.: 85/221, PS: Lingaraj, Bhubaneswar, |S/o- Late Chandi Mallick. Bounded by- North: Road, South: Vendee, East: Sub
ron Leader Priya Sharma, leaving Dist.: Khurda, Odisha, PIN-751002. Plot No. 17, West: Sub Plot No. 15.

her name in the annals of aviation As the above mentioned Borrower(s)/Mortgagor(s)/Co-Borrower(s) of the Chandaka Industrial Complex Branch have defaulted in repayment of the
history as the last woman fighter principal loan/ facility in installments/ interest/ both, the account has been classified as NPA, in accordance with the directions or guidelines issued
pilot to have flown the aircraft one by the RBI. In spite of our repeated demands you (borrower) have not paid any amount towards the amount outstanding in your account, you have
final time not discharged your liabilities. Hence, we are now constrained to make this publication of Demand Notice, required u/s 13(2) of the said Act and
S . . Rule 3 of the security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. You are hereby called upon to pay the aforesaid amount alongwith further interest, cost,
The culmlnatlon. of MiG-21 oper- Incidental Expenses, Charges etc. within a period of 60 days from the date of Notice, failing which we will take necessary action under the
ations took place with a ceremonial provisions of sec 13(4) of the said Act, against all or any one or more of the secured assets including taking necessary action under the provisions
flypast and decommissioning event, of sec 13(4) of the said Act, against all or any one or more of the secured assets including taking possession of your secured assets and sale them.
marking the closure of a historic Ifthe dues are not fully recovered in the course of these actions against secured assets, then the Bank reserves the right to take action by filing
; . recovery action against you before Debts Recovery Tribunal/Court for recovery of the same. It may be noted that under the provisions of section
chapter in India’s air power. . 13(8) of the SARFAESI Act, right of redemption is available to you, by paying the dues of the Bank together with all cost, charges and expenses
The country’s first supersonic incurred by the Bank at any time, before the date of publication of nofice for public auction or inviting quotations or tender from public or private treaty
fighter and interceptor aircraft for trlalr:sffe';I by w:y of lease, asstigr]mednft or stale off the secured ?ssets. Please tt;':\ke note mtﬁt asf per S_l.(ljb sectiog (13) ?f thr? ?rzorebsaid Actf, aﬂler
; ; ; receipt of this notice, you are restrained from transferring or creating any encumbrances on the aforesaid secured assets whether by way of sale,
;’:iﬁgsr%tgte?;gﬁ?:&f&ﬁiﬁﬁ’giﬁ lease, license, gift, mortgage or otherwise. This notice is issued without prejudice to the rights of the Bank available under any other law.
decades ago.

ment Organisation (DRDO) Chair-
man Samir V Kamat, many former
IAF chiefs, and serving and retired
senior Army officers were among
those present on the occasion.

There has been no fighter jet in
the history of global military avia-
tion made in such big numbers, the
defence minister said during his ad-
dress to the gathering. More than
11,500 MiG 21 aircraft were made.
Of them, 850 fighter jets remained
part of the IAF, he added.

“This number is the testimony of
this aircraft's popularity, credibil-
ity and multi-dimensional capabil-
ity,” Singh said while pointing out
that its contribution was not limit-
ed to one incident or a war.

Date: 26.09.2025, Place: Bhubaneswar Authorized Officer, Bank of India
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It is essential

“ayjuote L L N
o

business leaders
and policy experts
have the oppor-
tunity to discuss
key issues, address concerns and
maintain working relationships
with Chinese leaders

LI QIANG | CHINESE PREMIER

I told the US
‘ president that

if Hungary is
cut off from Rus-
sian oil and natural
gas, immediately,
within a minute,
Hungarian economic performance
will drop by 4 per cent. It means
the Hungarian economy would be
on its knees

VIKTOR ORBAN I PRIME MINISTER, HUNGARY

Italy and
‘ India share
a strategic

political and eco-
nomic partnership
that we intend to N
strengthen with ‘
my further visit to India in the
coming months

ANTONIO TAJANI | DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, ITALY

SHORT TAKES

I palestine applies for
BRICS membership

Beijing: Palestine has applied
for membership of the BRICS
as more countries recognised
it as a state in recent weeks,

a Palestinian diplomat said
Friday. However, it is yet to
receive a response, Palestinian
Ambassador to Russia Abdel
Hafiz Nofal told Russian

media outlets. “We have
submitted an application, but,
as you know, Palestine has
certain conditions. | believe
Palestine will participate in the
association as a guest until the
conditions allow it to become
a full member. We haven’t
received a response yet,”
Nofal said. BRICS, originally
comprising Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa,
expanded in 2024 to include
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, and the
United Arab Emirates, with
Indonesia joining in 2025.

[ Trump signs order for
TikTok sale approval

Washington: President
Donald Trump signed an
executive order Thursday
declaring that his plan to sell
Chinese-owned TikTok’s

US operations to US and
global investors will address
the national security
requirements in a 2024 law.
The new US company will be
valued at around $14 billion,
Vice President JD Vance
said, putting a price tag

on the popular short video
app far below some analyst
estimates. Trump Thursday
delayed until January 20
enforcement of the law

that bans the app unless its
Chinese owners sell it amid
efforts to extract TikTok’s
US assets from the global
platform, line up American
and other investors, and win
approval from the Chinese
government.

I Pro-Russian party barred
from Moldova election

Chisinau (Moldova):
Moldova’s electoral
commission Friday barred

a pro-Russian party from
participating in this weekend’s
tense parliamentary election,
which is beleaguered by
widespread claims of Russian
interference. The outcome
of Sunday’s high-stakes vote
could determine whether
Moldova, a Soviet republic
until 1991 and a candidate for
European Union membership
since 2022, can continue on a
path toward the EU or will be
brought back under Russia’s
orbit. The Heart of Moldova
party was one of four

parties in the Russia-friendly
Patriotic Electoral Bloc, or
BEP, which is viewed as one
of the main opponents of

the ruling pro-Western Party
of Action and Solidarity, in
Sunday’s election.

Pak PM, Army chief
meet Prez Trump

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Islamabad, Sept
26: US President Donald Trump
met with Pakistani Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif and Army
Chief Asim Munir at the White
House, where they discussed
regional security, counter-ter-
rorism cooperation and other
issues.

Shehbaz, the first Pakistani
prime minister to visit the
White House in six years, de-
scribed Trump as a “man of
peace” for his “sincere efforts”
to end conflicts around the
globe and lauded his “coura-
geous and decisive” leader-
ship in facilitating a ceasefire
between Pakistan and India,
according to a statement from
the PM Office.

In July 2019, then-prime min-
ister Imran Khan travelled to
Washington and met President
Trump, who had accused Paki-
stan of lying and deceiving the
US while receiving billions in
aid. Trump had previously said
Pakistan offers a “safe haven”
to terrorists.

Trump’s successor, Presi-
dent Joe Biden, had complete-
ly ignored Pakistan during his
tenure and never even talked
to any of the prime ministers
on the phone, let alone inviting
them to the White House.

However, since President
Trump took office in January
for a second term, there has
been a dramatic and unexpect-
ed shift in the Pakistan-US
relationship. In June, Trump
held a rare one-on-one meeting
with Army chief Munir at the
White House.

According to the statement
from PM Office, Shehbaz “ap-
preciated President Trump’s
bold, courageous and decisive
leadership that had facilitated
the ceasefire between Pakistan
and India, thereby helping to
avert a major catastrophe in
South Asia.”

Since May 10, when Trump
announced on social media that
India and Pakistan had agreed
to a “full and immediate” cease-
fire after a “long night” of talks
mediated by Washington, he has
repeated his claim nearly 50 times
that he “helped settle” the tensions
between India and Pakistan.

While discussing the situ-
ation in West Asia, Shehbaz
lauded Trump’s initiative to
invite key leaders of the Mus-
lim world this week for a com-
prehensive exchange of views

Least we could
do for his love
for peace: Sharif

escribing Donald Trump as “a

man of peace”, Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif Friday
said his country nominated the US
President for the Nobel Peace Prize
for his “outstanding contribution”
to promote peace in South Asia
following the conflict with India. In
his address to the General Debate
of the 80th session of the UN
General Assembly, Sharif referred
to the ‘Operation Sindoor’ launched
by India in May in retaliation for
the Pahalgam terror attack that
killed 26 civilians. “Though in a
position of strength, Pakistan
agreed to a ceasefire facilitated
by President Trump’s bold and
visionary leadership. We express
our deep appreciation to him and
his team for their active role in
bringing about the ceasefire,”
Sharif claimed. India has been
consistently maintaining that
the understanding on cessation
of hostilities with Pakistan was
reached following direct talks
between the Directors General
of Military Operations of the
two militaries. “In recognition
of President Trump’s wonderful
and outstanding contribution to
promote peace in our part of the
world, Pakistan nominated him
for the Nobel Peace Prize. This is
the least we could do I think he
truly is a man of peace,” Sharif
said. He said that Trump’s efforts
for peace helped avert a more
threatening war in South Asia.
“Had he not intervened timely and
decisively, the consequences of a
full-fledged war would have been
catastrophic?” he added.

for the restoration of peace in
the region, in particular, Gaza
and the West Bank.

He also thanked President
Trump for the tariff arrange-
ment that was concluded be-
tween Pakistan and the United
States earlier this year, the
statement said.

While fondly recalling the
longstanding partnership be-
tween the two countries, the
Prime Minister expressed the
confidence that under Presi-
dent Trump’s leadership, the
Pakistan-US partnership would
be further strengthened to the
mutual benefit of both coun-
tries, it said.

He invited American com-
panies to invest in Pakistan’s
agriculture, IT, mines and
minerals and energy sectors,
the statement added.

&& It will make it tougher

to work illegally in this
country, making our borders
more secure. And it will also offer
ordinary citizens countless bene-
fits, like being able to prove your
identity to access key services
swiftly — rather than hunting
around for an old utility bill
KEIR STARMER | PRIME MINISTER, UK

TROPICAL STORM BUALOI
SWEEPS THROUGH PHILIPPINES

The death toll from a tropical storm
that swept across the central Philip-
pines and southern Luzon has risen to
10, disaster officials said Friday, as the
country’s north continued to recover
from the impact of a super typhoon

Israel must finish the job: Netanyahu

Netanyahu says backing Palestinian state sends message: Murdering Jews pays off

REUTERS

United Nations, Sept 26: Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu sharply denounced
Western countries Friday for
embracing Palestinian state-
hood, accusing them of sending
the message that “murdering
Jews pays off.”

Speaking at the UN General
Assembly, the Israeli leader
pushed back in his harshest
terms yet against a flurry of
diplomatic moves by leading
US allies that deepened Israel’s
international isolation over its
conduct of a nearly two-year-
old war against Hamas mili-
tants in Gaza.

“This week, the leaders of
France, Britain, Australia,
Canada and other countries
unconditionally recognized
a Palestinian state,” he said.
“They did so after the horrors
committed by Hamas October
7--horrors praised on that day
by nearly 90% of the
Palestinian popu-
lation.”

Netanyahu
criticizes Western

fighters killed some 1,200 peo-
ple according to Israeli tallies.

Israel’s military response
has killed more than 65,000 peo-
ple in Gaza, according to local
health officials, and left much
of the territory in ruins.

SCORES OF DELEGATES WALK
OUT AHEAD OF SPEECH
Scores of delegates
exited the hall as Ne-

Calling it countries_for recognizing tanyahu took the
a “mark of /S, LR stage while some
shame,” attendees in the
Netanyahu balcony gave him
said, “You a standing ovation.
know what At the same time,
message the hostages, vows not to thousands of pro-Pal-
leaders who S estinian  protesters
recognize the blocked traffic near Times
Palestinian state this Square in New York.

week sent to the Palestinians?
It’s a very clear message: mur-
dering Jews pays off.”

With more countries join-
ing the list of those endorsing
Palestinian independence, the
most right-wing government
in Israeli history has made its
strongest declaration in years
that there will be no Palestin-
ian state as it pushes on with its
fight against Hamas following
the militants’ October 7, 2023,
rampage in Israel. Hamas-led

“Over time, many world
leaders buckled. They buck-
led under the pressure of a
biased media, radical Islamist
constituencies and antisemitic
mobs. There’s a familiar say-
ing, when the going gets tough,
the tough get going. Well, for
many countries here, when the
going got tough, you caved,”
Netanyahu said.

“Behind closed doors, ma-
ny of the leaders who publicly
condemn us privately thank

us. They tell me how much
they value Israel’s superb in-
telligence services that have
prevented, time and again, ter-
rorist attacks in their capitals.”

Frustration over Israel’s mil-
itary siege and US President
Donald Trump’s unwillingness
to rein Netanyahu in has spilled
into the open at the annual New
York gathering where, in a dra-
matic shift, Australia, Britain,
Canada and France and several
other nations embraced a Pal-
estinian state.

They said such action was
needed to preserve the prospect
for a two-state solution to the
Israel-Palestinian conflict and
help bring the war to a close.

Netanyahu followed to the
rostrum Arab and Muslim
leaders who this week accused
Israel of genocide and war
crimes in Gaza. The Israeli
government has vehemently
denied this.

The International Criminal
Court has issued a warrant
for Netanyahu for alleged war
crimes in the Gaza war. Israel
rejects the court’s jurisdiction
and denies committing war
crimes. Netanyahu rebutted
Friday what he called “the
false charge of genocide.”

UN blacklists 68
firms over ties to
Israeli settlements

he United Nations has added

nearly 70 more companies
to a blacklist of companies
from 11 countries that it says
are complicit in violating
Palestinian human rights through
their business ties to Israeli
settlements in the occupied West
Bank. The new list spotlights
companies that do business
that’s deemed supportive of
the settlements, which are
considered by many to be illegal
under international law. It
includes an array of companies
like vendors of construction
materials and earth-movers, as
well as providers of security,
travel and financial services.
The list, formally known as a
“database of companies,” now
contains 158 companies — the
vast majority Israeli. The others
are from the United States,
Canada, China, Britain, France,
Germany, Spain, Portugal, the
Netherlands and Luxembourg.
Newcomers to the list include
German building-materials
company Heidelberg Materials,
Portuguese rail systems
provider Steconfer, and Spanish
transportation engineering firm
Ineco. Among those still on the
list are travel-sector companies
US-based Expedia Group, Booking
Holdings Inc. and Airbnb, Inc.
While 68 new companies were
added Friday, seven were taken
off. A total of 215 business
enterprises were assessed in this
round, but hundreds more could
get alook in the future.

Hamas has offered to release
all remaining hostages — only
about 20 of whom are said to
be alive out of a total of 48 -- in
exchange for Israel agreeing to
end the war and withdrawing
from Gaza.

R S e L S

Farmers behind a banner reading "The farmers revolt resumes in Versailles" demonstrate outside the Chateau de Versailles to protest against the
planned EU-Mercosur trade deal, Friday

PTI PHOTO

Russia helping China to prepare for potential invasion of Taiwan

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, Sept 26: Russia is
selling military equipment
and technology to China that
could help Beijing prepare for
an airborne invasion of Tai-
wan, according to an analysis
of leaked Russian documents by
a London think tank.

The authors of the analysis at
the Royal United Services Insti-
tute in London obtained around
800 pages of documents, includ-
ing contracts and lists of equip-
ment to be supplied by Moscow
to Beijing, from the Black Moon
hacktivist group.

The mix of completed and
apparent draft Russian doc-
uments references meetings
between Chinese and Russian
delegations — including visits
to Moscow — and payment and
delivery timelines for high-al-
titude parachute systems and
amphibious assault vehicles.
They suggest that Russia has
begun work on the products
to be delivered, but don’t con-
tain direct evidence from the

Chinese side that Beijing has
paid any money or received
any equipment.

While the authors argue the
equipment could be used to in-
vade Taiwan, under Xi Jinping,
China has embarked upon a
broad modernisation program
of its armed forces with the
goal of transforming it into a
“world-class” military by 2050.

EQUIPMENT COULD BE USED
TO ATTACK TAIWAN

High-ranking US officials
have suggested Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping ordered his
military to be prepared for a
possible invasion of Taiwan
as early as 2027. Beijing claims
the self-governing democracy is
rightfully a part of China and
has not ruled out seizing the
island by force.

The documents don’t men-
tion Taiwan directly, but the
RUSI analysis suggests the
deal would help China gain
advanced parachuting capa-
bilities that it would need to
mount an invasion, potentially

speeding up a timeline.

It’s not certain that China
has decided to invade Taiwan,
but access to Russian equip-
ment and localised training in
China means Beijing will be
better equipped for a potential
invasion, Danylyuk said.

The analysts say Russia’s aim
is to develop as a military sup-
plier to China and fund its war
in Ukraine. But Danylyuk also
suggested to AP that Moscow
may want to draw Beijing into

a conflict with Washington over
Taiwan, distracting the US from
Russia’s war with Ukraine.

RUSSIA AGREED TO PROVIDE
TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT
According to a document
dated September 2024, an ini-
tial agreement was reached in
April 2021 with timelines for
payments and delivery. Stages
one and two — analysis of tech-
nical specifications, software
modifications and equipment

manufacturing — have been
completed, according to that
document.

Russia also agreed to pro-
vide training in China and a
complete set of equipment for
an airborne battalion, includ-
ing the ability to carry out in-
filtration by special forces, the
analysis says.

That includes the sale of 37
light amphibious assault vehi-
cles, 11 amphibious anti-tank
self-propelled guns, and 11
airborne armoured personnel
carriers, as well as command
and observation vehicles. The
total cost is listed as more than
$210 million. Beijing wants all
the vehicles to be equipped
with Chinese communication
systems and to be prepared to
use Chinese ammunition, the
documents show.

BEIJING SEEKS HIGH-ALTITUDE
PARACHUTE SYSTEMS

Russia agreed to sell China
systems which are designed
for parachuting up to 190 kilo-
grams (419 pounds) from an ex-

tremely high altitude, the RUSI
analysis said.

The documents reference
the minutes of a meeting from
March 8, 2024, in Moscow,
where Russia agreed to pro-
vide China by the end of 2024
with details of how the system,
known as Dalnolyot, performed
under colder temperature con-
ditions: from —40 degrees Cel-
sius (40 Fahrenheit) to -60 de-
grees Celsius (-76 Fahrenheit).

According to the documents,
Beijing requested testing the
parachute systems for drops
from 8,000 meters (26,250 feet).

That height would allow Chi-
nese forces to glide for up to 80
kilometres (50 miles), allowing
“Chinese special forces groups
to penetrate the territory of
other countries without being
noticed,” the RUSI report said.

Danylyuk suggested the Dal-
nolyot system could be used for
a “stage zero” landing in Tai-
wan, in which Beijing secretly
sends in equipment and special
forces from aircraft outside Tai-
wanese airspace.




RBI EASES DECEASED CLAIMS PROCESS

The Reserve Bank on Friday issued revised norms
for the settlement of claims on deceased customers'
bank accounts and lockers within a 15-day time-
frame and prescribed compensation to nominees for
delays in the settlement. The revised instructions
are aimed at streamlining the divergent practices
followed by banks in the settlement of claims in
respect of deceased customers
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Every new carbon-free data
centre built in India will create
green jobs, boost indigenous
manufacturing of renewable
and storage systems, and gen-
erate new business models for
digital-energy convergence
SHRIPAD YESSO NAIK I UNION MINISTER

@ Orissa

SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 27, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

busSINess

iuotel 2 8

Indian mar-
‘ kets are likely

to experience
continued volatility
over the next few
quarters before
settling into a
more stable upward trajectory
from March onwards

RISHI KOHLI I CHIEF INVESTMENT OFFICER,
JIOBLACKROCK MUTUAL FUND

Urban de-
mand is not
slowing. | see

demand already
there. It will accel-
erate from here. |
think when people
talk about urban consumption soft-
ening, you have to remember there
are channels which are shifting also

SUNIL D’souzA I MD & CEO, TCPL

The market
‘ has been
growing at a

slower pace than
we would like, but
really, what makes
the market an
enormous opportunity is the low
PC penetration. India has less than
20 per cent PC penetration

IPSITA DASGUPTA I SENIOR VP AND MD, HP INDIA

SHORT TAKES

I Amazon fined $2.5bn
over Prime deception
Washington: Amazon.
com will pay $2.5 billion in
fines and reimbursements
to Prime subscribers to
settle the Federal Trade
Commission's allegations
that it deceived its
customers to generate
subscriptions, the FTC said
Thursday. While a win for
consumers and the FTC,
the settlement is relatively
painless for Amazon: the
company takes in around
$2.5 billion in sales every
33 hours. Around 35 million
Prime customers will be
eligible for payout from a
$1.5 billion fund, the FTC

- said. Amazon will pay $1
billion in fines to the FTC.
Customers who signed up
for Prime between June
23,2019 and June 23, 2025
through certain offers --
and who used few Prime
benefits afterward -- will
automatically receive $51,
according to
court documents.

¥ Forex reserves drop
to $702.57 billion

Mumbai: India's forex
reserves dropped by $396
million to $702.57 billion for
the week ended September
19. In the previous reporting
week, the overall reserves
had jumped by $4.698 billion
to $702.966 billion. For the
week ended September 19,
foreign currency assets,

a major component of the
reserves, decreased by $864
million to $586.15 billion,
the data released on Friday
showed. The gold reserves
increased by $360 million

t0 $92.779 billion during the

week, the RBI said. —

BLOODBATH ON D-ST

Market's slide burns
Z16L-cr this week

Sensex, Nifty posted losses for all trading sessions this week, reflecting
mounting investor anxiety amid geopolitical and policy uncertainty

BSE SENSEX BESRgvar: s o mrs ;%%ﬁ

CHANGE: -733.22 (-0.90%)

AGENCIES

Mumbai, Sept 26: Domestic
equity benchmarks Sensex
and Nifty closed lower for the
sixth consecutive session Fri-
day, capping a volatile week in
the red.

Investor sentiment took a
hit after US President Donald
Trump announced steep import
tariffs, including a 100% duty
on branded pharmaceutical
products — a move that trig-
gered a broad sell-off in pharma
and IT stocks.

The sustained decline led
to a sharp erosion in investor
wealth, with the markets shed-
ding over %16 lakh crore in just
a week. Analysts attribute the
continued weakness to global
trade tensions, concerns over
export-driven sectors, and per-
sistent foreign outflows.
Investors remain
cautious, with a near-
term focus on domestic
investment and consumption
amid global uncertainty

VINOD NAIR I HEAD OF RESEARCH, GEOJIT
INVESTMENTS

The tariff package also im-
posed a 50 per cent levy on
kitchen cabinets, 30 per cent
on upholstered furniture, and
25 per cent on heavy trucks.

The domestic indices suf-
fered a steep decline, erasing
around %16.03 lakh crore in
BSE market capitalisation over
the week. Investor wealth, as
reflected in the BSE’s market
cap, fell to %450.85 lakh crore,
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mOverall this week, the Sensex has lost 2.66%
while the broader Nifty has crashed 2.65%

UNCERTAIN
TIMES

mThe market has registered
longest losing streak in last 7
months, with Nifty breaching
24,700 for the first time since Sept
2, while Sensex also broke 81,000
level for the first time since Sept 8

mSept has already seen net
sales worth 313,450 crore,
marking the third straight
month of selling. So far in 2025,
FPIs have pulled out 31,44,085
crore from Indian equities

down from %466.89 lakh crore
recorded on the previous Fri-
day, September 19.

At the closing bell Friday,
the Sensex shed 733.22 points,
or 0.90 per cent, to settle at
80,426.46, taking its six-day
losing streak to nearly 2,587
points. The Nifty50 slipped
236.15 points, or 0.95 per cent,
to end at 24,654.70.

Mahindra & Mahindra led
the losers on the Sensex, slip-
ping 3.62 per cent to ¥3,400.25.
Tata Steel declined 2.84 per
cent, while Eternal, Bajaj Fi-
nance, Asian Paints, and Sun

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, Sept 26: Utkal
Alumina International Limit-
ed, (UAIL) a 100% subsidiary
of Hindalco Industries of the
Aditya Birla Group, in col-
laboration with Chocolaca,
inaugurated a Roasted Mil-
let Unit at Bilamal in Tikiri,
Rayagada district.

This initiative aims to em-
power local women by creating
livelihood opportunities and
fostering self-reliance.

The project has been
launched to benefit rural wom-
en from the vicinity. Through
this unit, millets will be pro-
cessed into various healthy
food products with attractive
packages, be marketed across

odisha and other states, as well
as international markets. Based
on the success of production,
the initiative will be scaled
up to other areas of Kashipur
block, providing livelihood op-
portunities to more rural wom-
en. This is a CSR initiative by
Utkal CSR in association with
Chocolaca LLP.

Commending the initiative,
Bijay Kumar Soy, Block Devel-
opment Officer of Kashipur,
said, “This is a commendable
effort by UAIL to empower
women and make them self-re-
liant. It will provide income,
and support families in the
region. The project has the
potential to expand further
and include more women in
the coming days.”

Pharma dropped 2.83 per cent,
2.75 per cent, 2.62 per cent and
2.60 per cent, respectively.

Five stocks namely, Infosys,
Mahindra & Mahindra, ICICI
Bank, HDFC Bank and Bajaj
Finance, contributed heavily
to the Sensex’s decline.

Overall, out of the 4,280
active stocks traded on the
BSE, 1,073 closed with gains,
while 3,064 ended in red and
143 remained unchanged.
During the session, 132
stocks touched their 52-week
highs, while 154 slipped to
their 52-week lows.

Centre to borrow
26.77 lakh-cr in
Oct-March period

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: The cen-
tral government will borrow
%6.77 lakh crore in the second
half of this fiscal, reducing the
total borrowing for the current
financial year by 10,000 crore.

In the Budget for 2025-26,
the government planned a
gross borrowing of314.82 lakh
crore. However, it has bor-
rowed %5,000 crore less in the
first half (April-September)
and lowered the estimates
for H2 (October-March) by a
similar amount.

Thus, the total borrowing for
the current fiscal is estimated
to be lower at%¥14.72 lakh crore.

"The Government of India
plans to borrow 6.77 lakh
crore in the second half of the
fiscal year 2025-26 (H2: F'Y 2025-
26) through dated securities,
including 10,000 crore through
issuance of Sovereign Green
Bonds (SGrBs)," a finance min-
istry statement said.

In the first half, the govern-
ment had planned to borrow
%8 lakh crore, of which it bor-
rowed %7.95 lakh crore.

The gross market borrow-
ing 0f ¥6.77 lakh crore will be
completed through 22 weekly
auctions till March 6, 2026.

Talking to reporters, Eco-
nomic Affairs Secretary An-
uradha Thakur said the total
gross borrowing for the year
is now %14.72 lakh crore, a
shade lower than the initial
estimates.

"I would like to reemphasise
that the government is commit-
ted to meeting the fiscal deficit
target," Thakur said.

The government aims to
bring down fiscal deficit, which
is the gap between expenditure
and revenue, to 4.4 per cent of
GDP in FY26 from 4.8 per cent
in FY25.

Jindal Steel commissions
landmark Angul furnace

=

The compa? has
commissioned one of
India’s largest blast
furnaces at its integrated
steel plant in Angul,
doubling hot metal
capacity from
4 MTPA to 9 MTPA

POST NEWS NETWORK

Angul, Sept 26: Jindal Steel
has marked a major milestone
in India’s steelmaking industry
by blowing in a 5 MTPA blast
furnace Friday.

This achievement was real-
ised with the commissioning
of the Bhagavati Subhadrika
Blast Furnace — II. The cere-
monial “blow-in” was led by
Naveen Jindal, Chairman of
Jindal Steel, firmly establish-
ing Angul as the largest sin-
gle-location steel facility in the
country.

The Bhagavati Subhadrika
Blast Furnace, with a useful
volume of 5,499 m3, ranks
among the world’s largest and
most advanced. It exemplifies
Jindal Steel’s commitment to
setting new benchmarks in the

Silver surges to fresh peak

The white metal stands at 31.41 lakh/kg

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: Silver
prices surged 1,900 to hit a
fresh record high of %1,41,900
per kilogram while gold rose
by %330 in the national capital
Friday, driven by heavy de-
mand from stockists and robust
festive buying, according to the
All India Sarafa Association.

Gold of 99.9 per cent purity
advanced %330 to %¥1,17,700 per
10 grams (inclusive of all tax-
es), from ¥1,17,370 per 10 grams
Thursday.

Similarly, gold of 99.5 per
cent purity climbed %400 to
1,17,100 per 10 grams, com-
pared to %1,16,700 per 10 grams
in the previous market session.

So far this year, gold prices
have surged by %38,750 per 10
grams, or 49.08 per cent, from
78,950 per 10 grams Decem-
ber 31, 2024, underscoring the
metal's strong rally amid sus-
tained investor interest and
seasonal demand.

GOLD & SILVER
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Silver, which had closed at
%1,40,000 per kilogram in the
previous session, extended its
record-breaking streak on the
back of robust physical demand
and strong investor appetite,
the association said.

"Silver hit a fresh record
high in the domestic market,
taking bullish cues from global
markets. The white metal rose

ices are In national capital for per kg

*Provisional

above USD 45 an ounce for the
first time in 14 years, driven by
strong inflows into ETFs, high
demand, and tighter physical
availability, Gandhi said.

The white metal's relentless
rise has been attributed to the
ongoing festival season, in-
creased industrial offtake, and
a surge in safe-haven buying
amid global uncertainties.

BRICS-backed bank plans first I-denominated bond

The plan comes at a time when China and India are both pushing for greater international acceptance of their

REUTERS

Mumbali, Sept 26: The BRICS
countries-backed New Develop-
ment Bank (NDB) plans to issue
its first Indian rupee-denom-
inated bond in the domestic
market before end-March 2026,
three sources familiar with the
matter said.

NDB, which has previously
raised funds in Chinese yuan
and South African rand, is in
advanced stages of discussions
with the Indian central bank
for its debut rupee issuance,
the sources said. It will look to
raise between $400 million and
$500 million through 3-5 year
bonds in the first tranche, one of
the sources said.

Earlier this week, China
rolled out measures to support
the development of yuan bonds
in Hong Kong and, over the past

currencies and as investors are seeking to diversify their assets beyond developed markets

few months, the Indian central
bank has announced steps to al-
low wider investment options
for foreign funds held in Indian
bank accounts.

Details of the bond issuance
have not been previously re-
ported. It could not be ascer-
tained if NDB has appointed
bankers to the issue.

A spokesperson for the Re-
serve Bank of India did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

"NDB is working with the
government of India and regu-
lators to explore raising funds
in the local markets to provide
local currency finance for Indi-
an projects," Monale Ratsoma,
the bank's Chief Financial Offi-
cer, said in response to Reuters
queries. He declined to share
details on the issuance.

Final approvals for the issue
are pending with the RBI, two

NDB plans rupee-bond to provide local
currency finance for Indian projects

Bond to be issued in local market, likely
by March 2026, say sources
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Bond seen as a step in
internationalisation of rupee

The recent weakness in India’s
rupee, which has fallen to a
record low amid pressures from
US trade and tariff policies, will not be
a big hinderance to investors
VIVEK RAJPAL I ASIA STRATEGIST, JB DRAX HONORE

other sources familiar with the
conversations said. It is not clear
if all government approvals have
been received.

NDB had been planning to
tap the Indian rupee bond mar-
ket two years ago but two of the
three sources said issuance was
delayed as approvals from the

government and central bank
did not materialise then.

Multilateral agencies such as
the World Bank's International
Finance Corporation have pre-
viously issued rupee-denomi-
nated bonds in the overseas and
local markets, drawing strong
investor interest.

Established in 2015 by Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South
Africa, the NDB has raised about
a third of its $11 billion bond is-
sues in local currencies, primar-
ily the yuan and South African
rand, with plans to expand into
other member currencies.

NDB has targeted to provide

30% of its total financing com-
mitments over the five-year
strategy period in national cur-
rencies of member countries,
the bank stated in its strategy
report for 2022-26.

Issuing the bonds in the In-
dian market will add to the
liquidity and diversity of the
local bond market, said one of
the sources quoted above. The
onshore market has more depth
and will help in better price dis-
covery, this person added.

"The issue will draw interest
from a segment of investors
particularly those focused on
emerging markets and inter-
ested in the de-dollarisation
trend, said Vivek Rajpal, Asia
strategist at investment adviso-
ry firm JB Drax Honore, adding
that it can also be seen as a step
in the direction of rupee inter-
nationalisation.

industry by combining scale
with cutting-edge automation,
arobust safety-first design, and
enhanced sustainability.

“Commissioning the Bhaga-
vati Subhadrika Blast Furnace
at Angul is a proud moment for
Jindal Steel and for India. By
doubling Angul’s capacity to 12
MTPA, we are strengthening
our global competitiveness and
reaffirming our commitment to
Atmanirbhar Bharat. Rooted in
QOdisha’s culture and powered
by cutting-edge technology, this
furnace represents our vision
to unite tradition with inno-
vation,” said Naveen Jindal,
Chairman, Jindal Steel.

This accomplishment gives
fresh momentum to Jindal
Steel’s long-term growth am-
bitions. Angul will now serve
as the company’s central hub
for future expansion. Planned
developments include a dedi-
cated port at Paradeep, a slur-
ry pipeline and a coal pipe
conveyor to enhance supply
chain efficiency, the Shreeb-
hoomi Power Plant, and new
coke oven facilities. Together,
these projects will establish
Angul as the cornerstone of
Jindal Steel’s global growth
strategy.

JSW Steel hails SC
verdict on Bhushan
Power and Steel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: JSW Steel
Friday welcomed the Supreme
Court's decision of upholding
its resolution plan for Bhushan
Power and Steel, saying the ver-
dict has reinforced the integrity
and sanctity of the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)

Earlier, in the day, the Su-
preme Court upheld JSW Steel's
19,700 crore resolution plan
for debt-ridden Bhushan Pow-
er and Steel Limited (BPSL),
bringing down curtains to a
prolonged legal battle that
spanned nearly eight years.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice B R Gavai and Justices
Satish Chandra Sharma and
K Vinod Chandran upheld the
February 17, 2020, verdict of the
National Company Law Appel-
late Tribunal (NCLAT).

The NCLAT had allowed
JSW Steel to acquire BPSL for
19,700 crore by providing it
immunity from prosecution by
the Enforcement Directorate.

In a filing to the exchang-
es, JSW Steel said, "Supreme
Court has delivered a land-
mark judgement concerning
one of the largest corporate
resolutions in the history of
the Insolvency and Bankrupt-
cy Code, 2016 (IBC Code) and
has preserved the integrity
and sanctity of the IBC Code
by upholding the finality
of implemented resolution
plans by successful resolution
applicants."

JSW Steel said the court
has today delivered its judg-
ment in the appeals filed by
the erstwhile promoters and
certain operational creditors
of Bhushan Power and Steel
Ltd. (BPSL).

The court has dismissed the
appeals filed by the erstwhile
promoters and certain opera-
tional creditors and upheld the
judgment of the National Com-
pany Law Appellate Tribunal
dated February 17, 2020.

BPSL was among the 12
large corporate defaulters,
often referred to as the RBI's
“dirty dozen”, as identified
in June 2017 for insolvency
resolution.




Orissa

SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 27, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

Men in Blue stay unbeaten

INDIA BEAT SRI LANKA VIA SUPER OVER IN LAST SUPER 4S MATCH OF ASIA CUP
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Sept 26: Opener
Pathum Nissanka's magnificent
hundred went in vain as India
defeated Sri Lanka via a Super
Over in their inconsequential
Super 4s match of the Asia Cup
here Friday.

In the Super Over, left-arm
pacer Arshdeep Singh struck
twice to restrict Sri Lanka to
just two runs, which India skip-
per knocked off in the first ball.

SHORT TAKES

Rahul, Sudharsan
slam centuries

Lucknow: KL Rahul and B
Sai Sudharsan struck sublime
hundreds as India A registered

~a stunning five-wicket win over

Australia A while hunting down a
target of 413 to seal the two-
match unofficial Test series 1-0
here Friday. It was the sixth
highest successful run chase in
the country's first-class history,
and Rahul's form (176 not out, 210
balls, 16x4, 4x6) is an ominous
sign for the West Indians ahead
of the two-match Test series,
starting next month. The highest
chase remains in the name of
West Zone when they overhauled
South Zone's target of 536 in the
2010 Duleep Trophy final. Starting
the fourth and final day from their
overnight 169 for two, India lost
Manav Suthar at the total of 189.
But Sudharsan (100, 172 balls) and
skipper Dhruv Jurel (56) added 78
runs for the fourth wicket to keep
India A in the chase of a daunting
412. Sudharsan fetched his eighth
first-class hundred in 170 balls,
vindicating his call-up for the
upcoming home Tests against the
West Indies.

Indian junior women’s
hockey team loses

Canberra: The Indian junior
women's hockey team suffered

a 2-3 loss to Australia's U21 side
at the National Hockey Centre
here Friday. Lalthantluangi (47th
minute) and Sonam (54th) were
the scorers for India, while Bianca
Zurrer (36th), Evie Sransby (45th)
and Sammy Love (59th) struck for
Australia. The first half remained
goalless as both sides couldn't
manage to break the deadlock in
a tight contest. In the 36th minute,
Australia found the opening

goal through a penalty corner
conversion by Zurrer.

Sandhu best Indian after
first round in Taiwan

New Taipei City: Yuvraj Sandhu
carded a two-over 74 to emerge
as the best-placed Indian after the
opening round of the Mercuries
Taiwan Masters held at the Taiwan
Golf and Country Club here Friday.
He was placed T-31 along with
Indian American player Manav
Shah at the Asian Tour event. The
other Indians in the field are Shiv
Kapur at T-66 (76), Rashid Khan at
T-77 (77), SSP Chowrasia at T-100
(79), Ajeetesh Sandhu at T-100
(79), Rahil Gangjee at T-108 (80)
and Viraj Madappa at T-117 (82).
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Earlier, sent into bat, India
posted 202 for five, with in-form
opener Abhishek Sharma slam-
ming a 31-ball 61 laced with
eight fours and two sixes. Tilak
Varma (49 not out off 34 balls),
Sanju Samson (39 off 23) and
Axar Patel (21 not out off 15)
also made useful contributions.

In reply, Nissanka produced
a brilliant 58-ball 107 but Sri
Lanka were restricted to 202
for five in 20 overs. Kusal Pere-
ra chipped in with a 32-ball 58.
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Kuldeep Yadav (1/31), Varun
Chakaravarthy (1/31), Hardik
Pandya (1/7), Arshdeep Singh
(1/46) and Harshit Rana (1/54)
shared the wickets for India.

Sanju Samson gained
much-needed confidence with
a useful 39 after Abhishek Shar-
ma's familiar early assault as
India posted an imposing 202.

This was the highest score by
any team in the current tour-
nament, surpassing India's 188
against Oman and Afghani-

Teenager Jonathan steals limelight
with gold; Rashmika claims silver

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: India's
16-year-old Jonathan Gavin
Antony stole the limelight
on day two of the ISSF Ju-
nior World here by winning
the men's 10m air pistol title
with a flawless performance.

The young Indian, who had
topped qualification with 586-
19x, carried his form into the
finals, shooting 21 of 24 shots
in the 10s to secure gold with
a commanding margin of 8.5
points.

Italy's Luca Arrighi took
silver with 236.3 (572-21x),
while Spain's Lucas Sanchez
Tome claimed bronze on 215.1
(573-11x).

The final also witnessed the
tournament's first shoot-off,
where Iran's Hosein Gohari
edged out Italy's Gabriele
Aldo Villani for sixth place,
after both were tied on 156.8.
The Iranian went on to finish
fifth with 174.8 (572-12x).

Individual Neutral Athlete
Vladislav Makarov (194.3)

and Igor Tupitsym (134.9)
finished fourth and seventh
respectively. India's Chirag
Sharma, who had entered
the finals second with 578-15x,
finished eighth with 115.6.

In the junior women's 10m
air pistol final, Individual
Neutral Athlete Evelina Shi-
ena delivered a composed
performance, leading from
start to finish to secure gold
with 240.9.

India's Rashmika Sahgal,
who had qualified fifth with
573-17x, battled hard but fell
short, taking silver with
236.1, 4.8 points behind Eve-
lina.

stan's same total versus Hong
Kong. While Abhishek blasted
his way to a 31-ball-61, Samson
was finally in his element at
No. 5, playing some breathtak-
ing sixes in his 22-ball-innings.
Tilak Varma anchored the in-
nings well to finish on an un-
beaten 49 off 34 balls, a knock
that will do him a world of good.

Abhishek hammering the
bowlers in the powerplay has
become the norm of this tour-
nament as he completed a hat-

trick of half-centuries. Friday's
innings was laced with eight
fours and two sixes, even as
Shubman Gill and Suryakumar
Yadav were dismissed cheaply.
However, it was the third
time in the tournament that
Abhishek missed out on an
opportunity to get a hundred,
as he was caught at deep
mid-wicket boundary after a
half-tracker from Sri Lanka
skipper Charith Asalanka.

Gill (4) was dismissed when
a Maheesh Theekshana deliv-
ery stopped on him and the
leading edge was accepted by
the bowler.

Skipper Surya (12), who has
been going through a very
rough patch, wanted to sweep
his way out of trouble but was
trapped leg-before by Wanindu
Hasaranga.

When Samson came in, it
was about finding his mojo at
a new batting position and for
the first time, he looked in om-
inous touch.

He hit three sixes, but the one
that stood out was the down-
the-ground hit off Hasaranga's
bowling. He plonked his front-
foot shade outside the leg-stump
to make room and muscled it
straight into the sight-screen.
In the next over, he smashed
Dasun Shanaka over cow corner
for another maximum.

Along with Tilak, he added 66
runs in 6.5 overs to prepare the
launchpad for a final flourish,
before Axar Patel capped off the
India innings with a six.

BRIEF SCORES
India: 202 for 5 in 20 overs
(Abhishek Sharma 61, Tilak

Varma 49 not out, Sanju Samson

39; Charith Asalanka 1/18) beat
Sri Lanka: 202 for 5 in 20 overs
(Pathum Nissanka 107, Kusal
Perera 58; Kuldeep Yadav 1/31).

SPORTS

ICC acts on Indo-Pak
Asia Cup skirmishes

R
BCCI appeals 30%
match fee fine on SKY;
Rauf also fined 30%,
Farhan gets warning

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Sept 26: India captain
Suryakumar Yadav was fined
30 per cent of his match fee for
his comments on the Pahalgam
terror attack, a sanction that
the BCCI has appealed against,
while Pakistan's Haris Rauf also
copped a similar penalty in the
ICC's disciplinary action amid
increasing hostilities between
the two feuding sides.

Another Pakistan player Sa-
hibzada Farhan was handed a
warning for his gun-fire cele-
bration during last Sunday's
Asia Cup match against India
by match referee Richie Rich-
ardson after a hearing here on
Friday.

"The ICC will not issue any
official release on the sanctions
till end of the tournament given
the sensitivity of the matter," a
tournament source said.

It could come Monday, while
the tournament final is sched-
uled to be played here Sunday
between the arch rivals, who
have so far clashed twice in the
ongoing event with India win-
ning on both occasions.

The ICC was scheduled to
issue a press release about the
sanctions, but it was decided

Cuttack Panthers to face Sambalpur
Warriors in maiden OPTL showdown

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Sept 26: Cuttack Pan-
thers registered a hard-fought
victory in the second semifinal
of the Odisha Pro T20 League
2025, defeating Puri Titans by
24 runs at the Barabati Stadium
to book their place in the final.
They will now face Sambalpur
Warriors in the summit clash.

Batting first after being invit-
ed, Cuttack Panthers posted a
competitive total of 187/8 in
20 overs. Swastik Samal and
Dinesh Kumar Majhi opened
the innings, with Majhi contrib-
uting 19 off 16 balls and Samal
scoring 6 off 3. Biplab Saman-
tray top-scored with a fluent 48
off 28 deliveries, while Subham
Satrujit added a steady 32 off
27 balls. Sourav Gouda played
a brisk knock of 41 off 22 balls,
and Abhisek Rout remained
unbeaten on a valuable 33* off
16 balls, guiding the Panthers
to a strong finish.

For Puri Titans, Rajesh
Mohanty (2/25) and Shubham

Bisht (2/28) were the most ef-
fective bowlers, while Ashutosh
Chhuria (1/32) and Sushil Bar-
ik (1/31) chipped in with a wick-
et apiece.

Chasing 188 for victory, Pu-
ri Titans had a promising start
through openers Shantanu
Mishra and Anurag Sarangi.
Shantanu scored a brisk 33 off
24 balls, while Anurag added
17 off 12. Skipper Sandeep Pat-
tnaik kept the chase alive with
a splendid 66 off just 39 deliver-

ies, supported by Sawan Paha-
riya, who struck 25 off 15 balls.
However, the middle and lower
order faltered under pressure,
and the Titans were eventually
restricted.

For Cuttack Panthers, Biplab
Samantray shone with the ball
as well, claiming 4/19 in his
three overs. Harshit Rathod
delivered an impressive spell of
3/23 in four overs, while Pras-
anta Rana picked up 2/50 in his
quota of four overs.
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that the global body will wait
till the end of the tournament.

It is understood that the BCCI
doesn't agree with Richardson's
assertion that Suryakumar has
breached the Code of Conduct
by standing for his country's Ar-
my and victims of terror attack.

"If the BCCI is unable to de-
fend its captain, who stood by the
Indian Army, it would be very
poor optics. BCCI as an organ-
isation shouldn't even accept a
warning which would also mean
that Surya is guilty," a source in
the know of developments said.

Pakistan had filed a com-
plaint against Suryakumar af-
ter he dedicated his team's win
over the arch foes September
14 to the victims of Pahalgam
terror attack and the Indian
armed forces.

Rauf, on the other hand, has
been penalised for his provoca-
tive actions, which included use
of "abusive language" and hand
gestures to mock the falling of
planes during the game Sunday.

Rauf maintained that there
was nothing political about his
actions but they were nonethe-
less deemed "abusive and ag-
gressive" by the match referee.

Farhan, on the other hand,
also pleaded not guilty to any
code of conduct violation, claim-
ing that the gun-fire celebration
that he did after his half century
Sunday is a "traditional way of
celebrating in his ethnic Pakh-
tun tribe".

India clinches 4 medals
at Special Olympics
Asia Pacific Badminton

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: India
emerged the top performer at
the Special Olympics Asia Pa-
cific Badminton Competition in
Kuala Lumpur by clinching one
gold and three silver medals in
various events.

In the September 16 to 20
championship at Stadium
Juara, Bukit Kiara, Chanvi
Sharma was the standout per-
former, winning gold in the
women's singles event and add-
ing a silver in women's doubles
alongside partner Sujita Suku-
maran, a press release from
Special Olympics Bharat stated.

Ankit Dalal claimed silver
in men's singles and doubled
his tally with another silver in
the men's doubles, partnering
Amal Biju.

The High Commissioner of
India to Malaysia, BN Reddy
also met the athletes at the
closing ceremony to congrat-
ulate them. The competition
brought together 80 players
from 10 countries.

India eyes best ever show in biggest World Para Athletics C’ships

With 2200 athletes and officials from 104 countries
participating in the nine-day showpiece, the New Delhi
edition is the biggest in history, with India joining
Qatar (2015), UAE (2019) and Japan (2024) as the
fourth nation to host the prestigious event

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 26: Some
of the globe's best para ath-
letes, including blade runners,
prosthetic jumpers and wheel-
chair-bound competitors, will
showcase their awe-inspiring
grit and resilience on the sport-
ing field when the biggest ever
World Para Athletics Champi-
onships begins here Saturday.

India, a rising power in para
sports, including para athletics,
has rolled out top-class facili-
ties for the 12th edition of the
showpiece, which will run till
October 5 at the iconic Jawa-
harlal Nehru Stadium.

The para athletes, numbering
over 1500, will compete across
186 medal events, 15 more than
the 2024 edition in Kobe, Japan.

The championships prom-
ise top-class performances as
over 100 medallists who alto-
gether won 308 medals in Paris
Paralympics, including 112 gold,
96 silver, and 100 bronze, are set
to test their mettle on the grand-
est para athletics stage.

There will be 101 events for
men, 84 for women, and one
mixed in the championship.
World Para Athletics President
Paul Fitzgerald said new world
records will be made and new
champions will be crowned,
and praised India for providing
top-class facilities for the event.

"This edition will be the larg-
est single event para champion-
ships in history and credit to
India for hosting this," he said.

"Spectators inside the sta-
dium and a global audience

around the world will expe-
rience the brilliance of the
athletes competing in newly
renovated facilities designed
to maximise their skill, speed
and strength."

The centre-piece of the event
is the Mondo track laid at the
competition venue as well as
the warm-up area, considered
to be the first instance of the
high performance surface at

both the arenas.

The track, which is made of
two-layered vulcanized rubber,
has been widely lauded for its
uniform elasticity, shock ab-
sorption, and anti-slip quali-
ties, that enhance the perfor-
mance of athletes and reduce
the risk of injury.

The warm-up area has also
been fitted with LED floodlights
so that the athletes can also do

practice after sunset or early in
the morning.

A top-class fitness centre
has also been built beside the
warm-up area for the use of ath-
letes before competition.

Para athletics stars

A number of world's best pa-
ra athletes will vie for the top
honours and among them will
be 'Blade Jumper' Markus Rehm
of Germany, wheelchair racer
Catherine Debrunner of Swit-
zerland and fastest para sprint-
er Petrucio Ferreira of Brazil.

Rehm, a four-time Paralym-
pic champion and seven-time
world champion in the men's
long jump T64, holds a world
record that surpasses every
Olympic gold medal jump this
century.

Debrunner, who made head-
lines with five gold and a silver
across six events in the 2024 Par-
is Paralympics, will compete in
five races in New Delhi, aiming
to replicate her monumental
success in the last edition.

India's pride, Sumit Antil
(left leg amputated following

an accident), is a two-time
Paralympic gold-medallist and
defending champion in men's
javelin F64. Praveen Kumar
(born with a a congenital im-
pairment resulting in a shorter
leg) is Paris Paralympics cham-
pion in men's T64 high jump. He
is eager to complete his medal
collection with a World Para
Athletics Championships gold
on home soil.

India hoping for top-5 finish

Fielding its largest ever con-
tingent of 74 athletes, India
is aiming to finish in the top
five in the medal tally. The
Paralympic Committee of In-
dia is hoping for more than
20 medals for the country on
the back of consistently im-
proving performances in the
last two editions and the Paris
Paralympics.

India won nine medals (2
gold, 2 silver, 5 bronze) in the
2019 edition in Dubai, 10 (3
gold, 4 silver, 3 bronze) in 2023
in Paris and 17 (6 gold, 5 silver,
6 bronze) in 2024 in Kobe, Japan
for a sixth place finish.
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