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Shirish Murmu RBI Dy Governor
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 29: The Union govern-
ment has appointed Odisha-born Shirish 
Chandra Murmu as Deputy Governor of 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for a 
three-year term. Murmu would replace 
M Rajeshwar Rao, whose extended tenure 
is coming to an end October 8. 

The Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet has approved his appointment 

for a period of three 
years from the date 
of joining the post 
on or after October 
9, sources said Mon-
day. 

Murmu is cur-
rently Executive 
Director at the Re-
serve Bank of India 

(RBI), overseeing the Department of Su-
pervision. According to the RBI Act, 1934, 
the central bank should have four deputy 
governors -- two from within the ranks, one 
from the commercial banking sector, and 
an economist to head the monetary policy 
department. The other three deputy gov-
ernors are T Rabi Sankar, Swaminathan J 
and Poonam Gupta. It is worth noting that 
Rao was fi rst appointed Deputy Governor 
in September 2020 for a period of three 
years and received a one-year extension 
in 2023, followed by another extension in 
2024. Thus, Rao would complete a total of 
fi ve years October 8.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 29: National 
Institute of Technology (NIT), 
Rourkela researchers have de-
veloped a model based on artifi cial 
intelligence (AI) that aims to im-
prove how vehicles communicate 
with each other in vehicular ad-
hoc networks (VANETs), accord-
ing to offi cials.

The patented model, called 
‘Adaptive Contention Window 
Optimisation in VANETs using 
Multi-Agent Deep Reinforcement 

Learning for Enhanced Perfor-
mance Model’, focuses on address-
ing a key challenge in vehicular 
communication systems.

According to offi cials, the con-
cept behind VANETs is that ve-
hicles which are in proximity to 
each other will in the future be 
able to communicate directly with 
each other.

Consider a car warning other 
vehicles about precipitous brak-
ing or a sudden obstacle on the 
road. Such communication aids 
driving, automated traffi c sys-

tems and even provides assistance 
to emergency services. But when 
multiple vehicles are contempo-
raneously sending out messages, 
the system is bound to face vehicle 
overcrowding. 

This congestion leads to delays 
or lost messages, which directly 
compromise the viable function-
ality of such systems.

“We have suggested a solution 
to this issue involving the use 
of artificial intelligence. Their 
model utilises a system known 
as multi-agent deep reinforce-

ment learning. In layman’s 
terms, it enables each vehicle to 
stagger the time of its messages 
depending on the actions of oth-
er vehicles. Instead of communi-
cations competing, the vehicle’s 
system learns to sequence and 
give priority to messages that 
are time sensitive,” said Arun 
Kumar, Assistant Professor, NIT 
Rourkela.

This adaptive adjustment reduc-
es the chances of delay and helps 
ensure that important alerts are 
transmitted reliably.

NIT-Rourkela’s AI model to enhance road safety

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York, Sept 29: US Pres-
ident Donald Trump Monday 
announced 100 per cent tariff on 
movies made outside the coun-
try, in a move likely to impact 
the Indian fi lm industry.

“Our movie-making business 
has been stolen from the Unit-
ed States of America, by other 
Countries, just like stealing 
‘candy from a baby’,” Trump 
posted on Truth Social.

Trump said California has 
been particularly ‘hard hit’ be-
cause of this, blaming democrat 
Gavin Newsom, the Governor 
of California, for this loss, call-
ing him ‘weak and incompe-
tent’. “To solve this long time, 
never ending problem, I will 
be imposing a 100 per cent Tar-
iff on any and all movies that 
are made outside of the United 
States,” Trump added.

The decision is likely to have 
an adverse impact on the Indi-

an fi lm industry, as the US is 
one of the leading markets for 
Indian movies due to a large 
Indian diaspora in the country.

India produces movies in sev-
eral languages, which are pop-
ular among the diverse Indian 
diaspora in the US.

According to a 2017 Forbes 
report, Indian language fi lms 
have become big business in 
many places across the US and 
Canada. Indian movies’ earn-
ings are ‘commonly exceeding 
USD 8 million and occasional-
ly topping USD 10 million’, the 
report added.

Indian fi lmmakers and North 
American distributors and ex-
hibitors alike cater well to this 
audience. At any given time, 
over 1,000 movie screens in 
the territory may be dedicated 
to showing Indian fi lms, the 
report added. There has been 
a signifi cant rise in the collec-
tions of Indian movies in the US 
since then, experts say.

Meanwhile, Trump has also 
decided to impose ‘substantial 
tariff’ on furniture imports.

“In order to make North 
Carolina, which has complete-
ly lost its furniture business 
to China, and other Countries, 
GREAT again, I will be impos-
ing substantial Tariffs on any 
Country that does not make its 
furniture in the United States. 
Details to follow,” Trump post-
ed on social media.

The move comes days after 
the Trump administration im-
posed tariff on pharmaceutical 
products.

Now, Trump imposes
100% tariff on movies



Mum-
bai: Ac-
tress Ankita 
Lokhande 
claimed that “Acting 
will always remain my fi rst love" 
as she embarks on a new journey 
as a producer. 

Ankita has added a new feather 
to her cap - a producer. The Pavi-
tra Rishta actress is stepping into 
production under her home ban-
ner, Legend Studios, along-
side Sandeep Singh 
and Vicky Jain.

Talking about 
taking on the 
new chal-
lenge and if it 
means step-
ping back 
from act-
ing, Ankita 
shared, 
“Acting 
will al-
ways re-
main my 
fi rst love, 
but pro-
ducing 
is my 
way of 
giving 

back”.
For her, 

producing is 
not a replacement 

for acting but an exten-
sion of her creative journey.

“My fi rst single-lead fi lm came 
from Sandeep, and today, he has 
also brought me my fi rst fi lm as 
a producer. And with Vicky by 
my side, I feel like everything has 
come full circle,” Ankita added.

However, Ankita defi nitely 
does not take lightly the respons-

ibility of relaunching a cult 
fi lm like Chandni Bar.

Expressing the same, she 
said, “It’s a huge respons-
ibility to recreate the 
magic of such an iconic 
fi lm. But with Legend 
Studios, I believe we 
are going to make it 
truly special.”

Ankita believes 
producing is about 
carrying forward a 

legacy, creating 
new opportun-
ities, and giv-
ing back to 
the very in-
dustry that 
made her 
who she is 
today.

IANS

Mumbai: Bollywood icon Aishwarya Rai Bachchan 
is once again set to dazzle at Paris Fashion Week. The 
actor, who represents L’Oréal Paris as its global brand 
ambassador, arrived in the French capital September 
29 with her daughter Aaradhya Bachchan ahead of the 
brand’s annual Le Défi lé L’Oréal Paris showcase.

Videos and pictures of the mother-daughter duo 
surfaced online soon after their arrival. In one widely 
shared clip, Aishwarya was seen comforting an emo-
tional fan waiting outside her hotel. As the fan broke 
into tears while requesting a photograph, the actor 
embraced her, wiped her tears, and encouraged her 
to breathe and smile for the camera. Aaradhya, mean-
while, patiently waited for her mother in the car. The 
warm gesture won hearts online, with fans praising 
Aish- warya for her kindness. Comments 

poured in calling her “sweet,” 
“caring,” and “the most humble 
person.”

For the outing, Aishwarya 
looked chic in a blue coat and 
trousers paired with a white 
shirt and black heels, while 
keeping her hair open. 
Known for her regular ap-
pearances at Paris Fashion 

Week, she continues to 
be one of the brand’s 

most celebrated am-
bassadors.

On the fi lm 
front, Aish-

warya was 
last seen in 

Mani Rat-
nam’s 
Pon-
niyin 
Sel-
van II 

(2023), 
which 

grossed over 
Rs 344 crore 

worldwide.
AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actress Tamannaah Bhatia called the auspicious 
festival of Navratri ‘a chance to return to ourselves’. 

The Baahubali actress attended what looked like a ‘Mata 
Ki Chowki’. The video dropped by her on her IG showed 
Tamannaah putting Mehendi, dancing, and praying in front 
of Mata Rani during a devotional evening.

Her post was further accompanied 
by a heartfelt note about what Nav-
ratri signifi es for the diva.

Revealing that for her, Maa 
Durga stands for unwaver-
ing courage, Tamannaah 
penned on the photo-shar-
ing app, “Navratri is 
not just nine nights of 
devotion, but it’s also 
nine chances to return 
to ourselves. Each even-
ing’s a reminder that 
the Goddess is not only 
in temples or festivals, 
she’s in every breath 
we take (sic).”

“Durga stands for 
the courage to fi ght 
the battles we 
have been avoid-
ing. Lakshmi 
teaches us 
to welcome 
abundance, 
not just 
in wealth 
but in love, 
kindness, 
and possi-
bility. Saras-
wati gifts the 
clarity to speak 
our truth and 
choose wisely 
when the path 
isn’t clear. Kali 
burns away the 
fears, habits, 
and old stor-
ies that keep 
us small,” the 
Odela 2 actor 
added.

Work-wise, 
Tamannaah 
was recently 
seen in the web 
series Do You 
Wanna Part-
ner, co-starring 
Diana Penty.

IANS

You will win the heart of your 
family members today, fore-
casts Ganesha. Try and delay auction bids 
or sealed tenders. Job aspirants may look 
forward to belated success in interviews. 
Ganesha advises you to take abundant 
precautions in all critical matters.

Your business rivals may 
compete with you in sales 
and deals today, warns 
Ganesha. Care and concern must be the 
two watchwords in all your dealings. 
Hostility may come in the way of love. 
Those spurned in previous romantic 
liaisons may get a chance to pen a new 
love story, says Ganesha.

Get ready to bask in applause. 
Well, not literally, but Ganesha 
does foresee you getting that 
long due recognition today for all the hard 
work you've put at your workplace. This 
goes hand-in-hand with the support of your 
colleagues and the good wishes of your 
seniors, especially if it is some new project 
that you are undertaking. Remember, a job 
well begun is already half done. 

A single-headed mission to 
be the master of your destiny 
will drive you ahead. Your 
management skills will be immaculate, 
and the fi re to succeed will get you up 
and running. Your skill in the managerial 
post will be accentuated by your quick 
decision-making and superior analytical 
ability, says Ganesha.

Friends in infl uential posi-
tions will be of much help 
today. You may plunge into a 
new business venture without much ado. 
Appreciation for your abilities and efforts 
will fl y in thick and fast. Your reputation 
is sky-rocketing among the opposite sex.

Dressed to kill – this phrase 
is enough to describe 
you today, says Ganesha. 
Decked up from head to toe in chic attire 
and classy jewellery, you make a bold 
statement. Like a magnet, you will attract 
attention at a party. Don't get surprised if 
your list of admirers becomes longer.

If wasteful expenditure has 
left your bank balance a tad 
below what you had antici-
pated, you will have reasons to rejoice 
today, says Ganesha. Cash infl ow — and 
a substantial amount of it — is likely 
and will make you feel nice about your 
fi nances. Work will go on as usual. 

Lady Luck gazes lovingly 
upon you today! Bosses 
are pleased, colleagues are 
happy, and this makes work seem like lei-
sure. You may want to get in touch with 
old friends who have moved far away. 
What are you waiting for, asks Ganesha, 
in this age of communication?

A good day for those looking 
for romantic liaisons, says Ga-
nesha. You will seek the com-
pany of your sweetheart to fi ght feelings of 
solitude and boredom today. Those who are 
single ought to strike gold, considering how 
Lady Luck will be grinning at the efforts you 
make to win over your love.

Ganesha says that you shall 
be immersed in successfully 
completing all your remain-
ing work today. Whatever work you un-
dertake today you shall be able to do it to 
your best capability and successfully and 
your work ability will be praiseworthy.

Today, you may have to do a 
lot of multi-tasking at work, 
predicts Ganesha. And you are likely to 
do it with the dexterity of a juggler. You 
will fi nish your pending tasks with ease. 
You will make seemingly impossible tasks 
look as simple as blinking. You will do it 
all without even batting an eyelid.

Career decisions and money 
matters will keep you busy 
today. And after all the 
work, you will want to spend some leisure 
time and take it easy. A leisure trip may 
materialise, which will put you in high 
spirits. Ganesha says indulging in group 
projects will help you make new friends.
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SPIDER-MAN FILM SERIES TO 
HIT INDIAN BIG SCREENS

ED SHEERAN ON HIS 
WEIGHT LOSS JOURNEY

Sony Pictures Monday announced it is set to 
re-release all the Spider-Man fi lms across the 
theatres of India in the months of November 
and December. Sony Pictures Entertainment 
India shared the news on its offi cial Insta-
gram handle with a collage of the fi lms and 
the dates of each fi lm, respectively.

Ed Sheeran has revealed that he is in ‘the 
best shape’ of his life. The singer has 
lost 20 kg. The star recently opened up 
about his weight loss journey during an 
interview. Ed revealed that his goal was 
originally to get six-pack abs when he 
began his weight loss journey.
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SOLUTIONS
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CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Mumbai: 
Actress Shalini 

Pandey, who made 
a striking debut with 

the blockbuster Arjun 
Reddy, has opened up 

about how the fi lm became 
a turning point in her career.
In an exclusive interview 

with this news agency, the 
actress refl ected on its massive 

success. Shalini shared that the 
Vijay Deverakonda-starrer not on-

ly brought her into the limelight but 
also gave her the much-needed valid-

ation and confi dence as an actor to 
pursue diverse roles in the industry.

When asked about how Arjun Red-
dy shaped her experience, especially 
after the fi lm’s phenomenal success 

and widespread love from audiences, 
Shalini refl ected on the journey with 
gratitude. “When Arjun Reddy was 
being made, we were all new. It 
was our fi rst fi lm, and we 
just wanted to do good work 
together. Once it was released 

and 
re-

ceived 
so much 
love, more than 
feeling pres- sure, it gave me 
validation as an actor. I had been thinking for so 
long that I wanted to become an actor, and now 
suddenly I was getting the love for it. That valida-
tion was very important. At the time, I was so new 
that I didn’t even know how to take pressure. I was 
simply enjoying everything and hoping that the 
work I do in the future also continues to receive 
the same love. That was my focus during Arjun 
Reddy and after it.”

 IANS

Tamannaah 
defi nes Navratri

Ash’s warm gesture

Shalini’s 
career turning 

point

Ankita on 
fi rst love



IRREGULAR by MANJUL

No handshake, no trophy from 
you – we’ll just play on the 

same pitch, same ground and 
with the same ball you touch
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Bhubaneswar, Sept 29: 
The state Cabinet Mon-
day approved an outlay of 
`12,000 crore to set up 2,200 
primary schools under God-
abarish Adarsha Vidyalaya 
(GAV) scheme in three years 
from 2025-26, Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi said.

In order to strengthen the 
primary education system in 
the state, the government has 
approved the GAV scheme, 
Majhi told the media after 
the Cabinet meeting.

He said that the objective 
of GAV scheme is to estab-
lish model schools at pan-
chayat levels with empha-
sis on inclusive and quality 
education in line with the 
objectives of the Right to 
Education (RTE) Act, 2009. 
This initiative is also in line 
with National Education 
Policy (NEP)-2020 and the 
vision of NIPUN Odisha.

In the fi rst phase, 2,200 
model schools will be con-
structed between 2025-26 and 
2027-28 at an estimated cost 
of `12,000 crore. 

While the cost for each 
school is estimated at 
around `5 crore, the actual 
cost will be determined on 
the basis of detailed project 
report (DPR) for each school, 
the CM said.

The CM said the Cabinet 
has approved `226 crore for 
beautifi cation and peripher-
al development of Maa Ta-
rini Temple at Ghatagaon. 
These works will be under-
taken over an area of 59.206 
acres and are targeted to be 
completed within 24 months.

It was estimated that `80 
crore will be spent on land 
acquisition, while `146 crore 
will be utilised for develop-
ment of various facilities 
including 216-bed guest 

house, pilgrimage centre, 
interpretation centre, food 
plaza & watch tower, mar-
ket complex, coconut store 
and Prasad serving room for 
500 people and cloak room, 
he said. 

The CM also said that two 
proposals of the Labour and 
Employees’ State Insurance 
(ESI) department to amend 
existing Acts have been 
approved by the Cabinet 
to improve Ease of Doing 
Business. 

The government has de-
cided to make necessary 
amendments to Factories 
Act, 1948 and Odisha Shops 

and Commercial Establish-
ments Act, 1956, he said. 

As per the Cabinet deci-
sion, now, the commercial 
units that engage 20 or more 
employees will have to regis-
ter under Odisha Shops and 
Commercial Establishments 
Act, 1956. 

Daily working hours has 
been enhanced from 9 hours 
to 10 hours with a rest of at 
least half an hour in an in-
terval of six hours, while 
the weekly cap remains at 
48 hours, a statement said. 

Prohibition on engage-
ment of women employees 
during night has been re-
moved. Now, women employ-
ees can be engaged during 
night with their written 
consent and subject to condi-
tions of safety, security and 
dignity of women as may be 
notifi ed by the state govern-
ment, the statement said.

Where an employee works 
in any establishment for 
more than 10 hours on any 
day or for more than 48 
hours in any week, he will 
be entitled to double the or-
dinary rate of wages, it said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Sept 29: The win-
ner’s trophy was yet to reach 
the winners even as politics 
became the sole talking point 
a day after one of the most ac-
rimonious Asia Cup fi nales 
which was all about off-fi eld 
hostilities between India and 
Pakistan, reducing cricket 
and its famed spirit of the 
game to a sidelight.

Suryakumar Yadav and 
his men held their nerves 
to win the nail-biting fi nal 
by fi ve wickets to com-

plete a ninth title-winning 
campaign. But that wasn’t 
the accomplishment which 
dictated the discourse al-
though it fetched them a 
handsome `21 crore prize 

fund from BCCI. The point 
of discussion, however, was 
the politics of it all as Asian 
Cricket Council (ACC) chief 
Mohsin Naqvi, also the Paki-
stan Cricket Board boss and 
the Interior Minister of his 
country, walked away with 

the trophy after the Indians 
refused to accept it from him.

The reason? His well-docu-
mented anti-India comments 
and the heightening political 
tensions between the two 
countries after 26 Indians 
were gunned down by Pa-
kistan-backed terrorists in 
Pahalgam earlier this year.

India had retaliated with 
‘Operation Sindoor’ and Naqvi 
was among the Pakistanis 
who mocked that action after 
the Indian team followed a ‘No 
Handshake Policy’ towards 
them.  BACK PAGE

ASIA CUP

Tale of a denied trophy, politics

Canada lists Bishnoi Gang as terror entity

 plunges to 88.75
Mumbai: Rupee consolidated in 
a narrow range and settled for 
the day lower by 3 paise at 88.75 
against the US dollar Monday, on 
persistent foreign capital outfl ows 
and rise in risk-off sentiments. 
Forex traders said rupee is 
hovering near its all-time low level 
as investors remained concerned 
over global trade uncertainties 
and impact of US visa fee hike 
on India’s IT services exports. 
Moreover, the RBI policy meeting 
outcome October 1, is expected to 
infl uence rupee and government 
bond movements.  P9

KEY CABINET DECISIONS

`226Cr for beautifi cation 
and peripheral 
development of 
Ghatagaon Tarini Temple

  Daily working hours 
enhanced from 9 to 10 
hours, while the weekly 
cap remains at 48 hours 

  Women employees can 
now work during night 
with their written consent

Primary edu gets `12K-cr boost

AGENCIES

Ottawa, Sept 29: Canada 
Monday said it has listed 
the Bishnoi Gang as a ter-
rorist entity for 
creating a “climate 
of fear and intim-
idation”. “Acts of 
violence and ter-
ror have no place 
in Canada, especially those 
that target specifi c commu-
nities to create a climate of 
fear and intimidation,” an 

offi cial statement said. 
“Specifi c communities 

have been targeted for ter-
ror, violence and intimida-
tion by the Bishnoi Gang. 

Listing this group 
of criminal terror-
ists gives us more 
powerful and ef-
fective tools to 
confront and put a 

stop to their crimes,” Cana-
da’s Public Safety Minister 
Gary Anandasangaree said 
Monday. 

Chennai/Karur: Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) chief 
and actor-politician Vijay 
“deliberately” arrived late 
at Velusamypuram in Karur 
district, leading to over-
crowding and restlessness 
among the people, gathered 
to attend his rally Septem-
ber 27, according to an FIR 
into the stampede in which 
at least 41 people have died 
and 60 were injured.  P7

FIR blames Vijay 
for TN stampede
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

33.6° 32.8°
25.6° 24.2°
89% 89%

2.1 mm 1.2 mm

FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky 
with one or two 
spells of rain or 
thundershowers

MARKET WATCH

GOLD    ̀ 115,495   ̀ 1,707

SILVER ̀ 143,593   ̀ 1,704

DOLLAR  88.91   0.03

EURO       104.36   0.55

SENSEX 80364.94   61.52

NIFTY     24634.90   19.80

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES
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Bhubaneswar, Sept 29: Be-
yond Similipal and the recently 
highlighted Belgadia Palace, the 
historic headquarters town in 
Mayurbhanj district has many 
monuments to be explored by 
heritage enthusiasts.

The 18th edition of Mayur-
bhanj Heritage Walks (MHW) 
saw around 50 participants vis-
iting the Mayurbhanj Palace in 
Baripada, the last capital of the 
princely state.

The event was organised un-
der the banner of Mayurbhanj 
Mirror and Mayurbhanj Lovers.

Under the guidance of Ku-
maresh Nayak and Rushiraj 
Pattanaik, the heritage lovers 
explored the architectural style, 
construction history, gover-
nance system, religious beliefs, 
and lifestyle of the bygone era 
related to the palace.

Initially built in Baripada by 
Maharani Sumitra Devi Bhan-
jadeo, the palace was later ren-
ovated by other rulers.

It was built in the style of 
Buckingham Palace in England, 
with about 156 rooms. The peak 
of Mayurbhanj Chhau’s prog-
ress was reached in this palace, 
which later became Maharaja 
Purna Chandra College (MPCC). 
Apart from the bedrooms, the 
palace also had a Durbar Hall, 
the Maharaja’s room, special 
halls for administrative work, 
and more. The current college 
library was Maharani’s bath-
room at that time, illuminated 
with blue light in the sunlight 
through Belgian blue tiles.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 29: Gov-
ernor Hari Babu Kambham-
pati, along with First Lady 
Jayashree Kambhampati, 
visited the Jobra Durga Puja 
pandal in Cuttack, inaugurat-
ed the silver fi ligree idols, and 
offered prayers to the goddess.

The specially designed 
idols, prepared for this year’s 
festival, showcase Cuttack’s 
famed silver filigree tradi-
tion. Kambhampati praised 
the craftsmanship, lauded the 
organisers for preserving the 
city’s rich cultural heritage, 
and extended greetings to the 
people of Odisha, wishing 
them a peaceful and joyous 
Durga Puja.

The Governor and First 
Lady were welcomed by 
members of the organising 
committee, who briefed them 
on the arrangements and the 
craftsmanship of the idols. 
Barabati-Cuttack MLA Sofi a 
Firdous, Choudwar-Cuttack 
MLA Souvic Biswal, Cuttack 
Mayor Subhash Chandra 
Singh, and senior district offi -
cials were also present to greet 
the dignitaries.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 29: SAI 
International School, Bhu-
baneswar, has been featured 
in the newly-introduced ‘Ivy 
League’ category of the Educa-
tionWorld India School Rank-
ings (EWISR) 2025-26, earning 
a prestigious three-star rating. 
Launched this year the ‘Ivy 
League’ category recognises 
schools that consistently rank 
among the nation’s top insti-
tutions for overall excellence.

The Ivy League category 
groups top-performing schools 
under a shared Rank 1, using 
a 1-to-5 star system to indicate 
levels of excellence. SAI Inter-
national School’s inclusion in 
day-cum-boarding schools cat-
egory highlights its sustained 
strength in academics, teach-

er quality, co-curricular and 
sports programmes, and over-
all institutional performance.

Additionally, SAI Inter-
national Residential School, 
Cuttack, secured 7th place in 
the Co-ed Boarding Schools 
category, sharing the rank 
with Isha Home School, Co-
imbatore.

Odisha schools performed 

strongly across multiple cat-
egories. ODM Public School, 
Bhubaneswar, ranked 10th 
among day-cum-boarding 
schools, Odisha Adarsh Vidy-
alaya (OAV), Budhapal (Deog-
arh) – 4th in State Government 
Day Schools, OAV Mahipani 
(Sundargarh) – 7th, and OAV 
Baripada – 10th in Government 
Boarding Schools while Kalin-

ga Institute of Social Sciences 
(KISS), Bhubaneswar, secured 
7th in Philanthropic Schools.

The EWISR 2024 survey 
evaluated over 9,500 schools 
across 34 cities in 22 states, 
using 14 parameters such as 
academic reputation, faculty 
competence, hybrid learning 
readiness, mental well-being 
support, and infrastructure. 

Founder-editor of Education-
World Dilip Thakore described 
the new Ivy League category 
as a “natural progression” to 
recognise the “best of the best” 
and encourage healthy compe-
tition in education. Founder-di-
rector of AZ Research Partners 
Shubhra Mishra highlighted 
the improved accuracy of this 
year’s rankings through struc-
tured, one-on-one interviews 
with 9,500 respondents.

MANOJ KUMAR JENA, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 29: As the 
twin cities gear up for Durga 
Puja celebrations, creative pan-
dals and vibrant light decora-
tions are drawing crowds. The 
Silver City’s ‘3D tunnel gate’ is 
winning hearts and going viral 
on social media.

The 3D tunnel at Chahata 
Square, decorated with vibrant 

lights by the Bidanasi Durga 
Puja Committee (BDPC), has 
become a major attraction. 
Constructed with an array of 
colourful decorative lights, the 
tunnel is drawing large crowds, 
including infl uencers and vlog-
gers eager to capture its charm.

The committee had built a 
similar tunnel gate last year, 
which was a major draw for 
festival-goers and vloggers. 

This year, they have enhanced 
the decorations to make it even 
more captivating.

“This gate looks stunning, 
and the decoration is impres-
sive. They’ve made it even 
better than last year, and we 
feel like visiting it again and 
again,” said a visitor.

BDPC vice president Bijay 
Kumar Sethi said, “We are 
happy that people are enjoying 
this decoration. Last year, we 
had also created a similar one. 
Keeping in mind the apprecia-
tion of the people, this year, we 
have modifi ed it to 3D gate. We 
are privileged to see that people 
are gathering in large numbers 
to get a glimpse of the gate. We 
have created Chandi Medha 
(Silver Tableau) this year with 
around `30 lakh budget which 
also covers the 3D tunnel gate. 
We want all the people to visit 
our pendal and seek blessings 
from the goddess.” 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 29: Apollo 
Hospitals Bhubaneswar marked 
World Heart Day with an aware-
ness event at the main block 
lobby. The programme brought 
together leading medical ex-
perts and cardiac specialists to 
promote public understanding 
of cardiovascular health and 
highlight the importance of 
timely medical care.

The team of cardiologists and 
cardiovascular thoracic sur-
geons at Apollo Hospitals Bhu-
baneswar shared key messages 
emphasising the importance of 
regular heart health monitoring 
and early medical intervention.

The distinguished panel 
comprised senior consultant 
cardiologist and director of in-
terventional cardiology Prasant 
Kumar Sahoo, senior cardiolo-
gist Brajaraj, senior consultant 
cardiothoracic and vascular 
surgery Raghunath Mohapatra, 
consultant cardiologist Gobinda 
Prasad Nayak, consultants Pri-
yabrata Sahu, Byomakesh Dik-
shit and Sandeep Mohanty, and 
senior consultant cardiovascu-
lar & thoracic surgery Satyajit 
Sahoo, and the governor Hari 

Babu Kambhampati also graced 
the occasion.

Together, the specialists 
highlighted the importance 
of recognising early warning 
signs, including chest pain, pal-
pitations, dizziness, shortness of 
breath, and sudden weakness. 
They urged the public to adopt 
heart-healthy lifestyles, under-
go regular screenings, and seek 
timely medical evaluations to 
reduce cardiovascular risks and 
improve outcomes.

COO & director of Medi-
cal Services Alok Srivastava 
highlighted the event’s theme, 
“Don’t Miss a Beat,” urging peo-
ple to pay attention to warning 
signs often mistaken for minor 
issues like acidity. He empha-
sised that prompt cardiology 
evaluation of any suspicious 
symptoms is vital for preven-
tion and reducing heart-related 
deaths. The event, held under 
the theme “Don’t Miss a Beat,” 
featured patient testimonials, 
interactive expert sessions, and 
community outreach. Present-
ers urged attendees to maintain 
cardiovascular health through 
balanced nutrition, regular 
exercise, and routine health 
screenings.

SAI Int’l enters new ‘Ivy League’ of EWISR

Heritage enthusiasts 
explore Odisha’s 
iconic royal palace

Bidanasi’s 3D tunnel gate a big crowd puller

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 29: On 
Mahasaptami, the seventh day 
of Durga Puja, Bhubaneswar 
came alive with sacred chants, 
elaborate rituals, and vibrant 
displays of art and devotion. 
Devotees thronged major 
pandals from the early hours, 
marking the spiritual high 
of the festival, even as traffi c 
congestion and crowd man-
agement posed challenges for 
the City.

Mahasaptami, a key 
day in the Durga Puja 
calendar, marks the 
formal invocation of 
Goddess Durga. At 
sunrise, priests across 
Bhubaneswar’s pan-
dals conducted tradition-
al Saptami rituals, including 
Nabapatrika Snan (bathing of 
nine plants), Shodashopacha-
ra Puja (sixteen-fold worship), 
and Saptami Homa, with devo-
tees offering fl owers, incense, 
fruits, and sweets.

Many pandals also held Ku-
mari Puja, venerating young 
girls as embodiments of the 
Goddess, while preparations 
for Ashtami and Navami con-
tinued with special prayers 
and bhog offerings. The air 
echoed with Sanskrit chants, 
temple bells, and devotional 

music, creating a vibrant mix 
of spiritual serenity and fes-
tive energy.

Over 172 pandals have been 
set up across Bhubaneswar 
this year, each featuring 
unique themes and cultur-
al artistry. Among the most 
visited on Mahasaptami were 
those in Rasulgarh, Saheed 
Nagar, Nayapalli, Jharpa-
da, and Baramunda, turning 
these localities into cultural 
hotspots that blend tradition-

al craftsmanship with con-
temporary themes.

Rasulgarh’s pandal, 
“Nature with Maa 
on Hills,” showcases 
Durga amid serene 
landscapes, empha-

sising her bond with 
nature. Saheed Nagar’s 

eco-friendly “War and Peace” 
theme blends Mahabharata and 
modern confl icts, promoting 
global harmony with “Vasudev 
Kutumbakam.” Nayapalli cel-
ebrates Kerala’s heritage with 
a Kathakali-inspired pandal, 
while Baramunda highlights 
social messages through con-
temporary designs.

Several committees followed 
eco-friendly guidelines issued 
by the Bhubaneswar Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC), with 
bans on single-use plastics 
and provisions for waste seg-

regation.
As evening fell, Bhu-

baneswar saw huge crowds 
near major pandals, causing 
severe traffi c congestion and 
parking challenges. Popular 
spots like Rasulgarh, Bom-
ikhal, and Saheed Nagar faced 
parking shortages, forcing 
devotees to use distant roads 
or private spaces. Key arter-
ies, including Cuttack–Puri 
Road, Kalpana Square, and 
areas near Vani Vihar and 
Bomikhal, were nearly at a 
standstill after 6pm.

Adding to the City’s festive 
spirit, the Tangibanta Durga 
Puja Committee in Manches-
war unveiled a 62-ft-tall idol of 
Goddess Durga, the tallest in 
the state this year. 

The monumental statue has 
attracted large crowds, refo-
cusing attention on the god-
dess amid the festival’s pandal 
extravagance. Birendra Jena, 
committee president, noted 
the signifi cance, contrasting 
it with Cuttack’s traditional 
Chandi Medhas.

As Bhubaneswar gears up 
for the grand celebrations of 
Mahashtami and Mahanavami, 
city offi cials continue to grap-
ple with crowd management 
while striving to preserve the 
vibrant festive spirit of this 
beloved festival.

Apollo Hospitals marks 
World Heart Day 2025

Capital glows in devotion amid pandal rush

Governor unveils silver 
fi ligree idols in Cuttack

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 29: The 
twin city Commissionerate 
Police has deployed over 60 
platoons of personnel each in 
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack to 
ensure the smooth conduct of 
Durga Puja festivities, offi cials 
said Monday.

Briefi ng reporters, Bhu-
baneswar-Cuttack Police Com-
missioner S Dev Datta Singh 
said 61 platoons, including 
20 platoons of home guards 
and three platoons of Central 
Armed Police Forces (CAPF), 
have been deployed across 
Bhubaneswar, where 193 Durga 
Puja pandals have been set up.

He added 79 women consta-
bles, 172 sub-inspectors and 
assistant sub-inspectors, 33 
inspectors and senior police 
offi cers have been engaged for 
the festivities.

For better supervision and 
to avoid disputes among puja 
committees, three DCP-rank 
offi cers have been mobilised.

In addition to that, plain-
clothes police personnel have 
been deployed and CCTVs have 
been installed at all pandals to 
prevent crimes such as snatch-
ing, theft, and other anti-social 
activities, Singh said.

“A bomb detection and dis-
posal squad and a Special Tac-
tical Unit (STU) have also been 

positioned to counter any pos-
sible terror threats,” he said.

The police commissioner 
said drones and AI cameras will 
be used to monitor the crowd 
and its movement from the cen-
tral control room.

Fire services teams and a 
medical unit will be present 
at traffi c police station-1, Bhu-
baneswar, in case of any emer-
gency, another offi cer said.

In Cuttack, as many as 160 
Durga Puja pandals have been 

set up by various cultural or-
ganisations and elaborate se-
curity arrangements, including 
CCTV surveillance, have been 
made to ensure the smooth con-
duct of the festival and public 
safety, a senior police offi cial 
said. “More than 60 platoons 
of police force, including three 
companies of the CAPF, one 
unit of STU, 1,132 traffi c consta-
bles, and 70 women constables, 
have been deployed across the 
Silver City,” he said. 

Over 120 platoons for 
twin city puja security

The 62-ft idol of Goddess Durga at Tangibanta, on the outskirts of Bhubaneswar, 
Monday  PIC: BIKASH NAYAK
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Goddess Durga dazzle in gold and silver on Maha Saptami at Sheikh Bazar 
in Cuttack, Monday  PIC: RAJKISHORE MOHANTY



POST NEWS NETWORK

Simulia, Sept 29: A ma-
jor train accident was 
narrowly averted at Soro 
railway station in Balaso-
re district Sunday evening, 
rekindling memories of the 
Bahanaga train tragedy.

Sources said the How-
rah-Bhubaneswar Jan 
Shatabdi Express (12073) 
arrived at Soro station at 
5:36pm and was scheduled 
to depart at 5:46pm. At the 
same time, the Howrah-Pu-
ri Shatabdi Express (12277) 

was approaching the sta-
tion at a low speed as the 
track had not yet been 
cleared.

However, due to alleged 
negligence by the loco 
pilot, the incoming train 
overshot the halt point 
near the level crossing 
and entered the platform 
area without clearance. 
Acting swiftly, the sta-
tion master halted the 
Jan Shatabdi Express at 
Soro station and diverted 
the Shatabdi Express to 
Markona station, pre-

venting a collision.
Railway offi cials later re-

moved the loco pilot, assis-
tant pilot and guard from 
duty at Markona station 
and replaced them with a 
new crew. The train even-
tually departed from Mar-

kona station one and a half 
hours behind schedule.

Senior offi cials arrived 
at the station and began 
questioning the three sus-
pended staff members. An 
investigation into the inci-
dent is underway.

DELIVERY AGENT
ELECTROCUTED 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Anandapur, Sept 29: A 
delivery agent was electro-
cuted and two others were 
critically injured after 
coming in contact with an 
11 KV transmission wire 
while unloading parcels 
from a vehicle near a ho-
tel along National Highway 
20 under Ghasipura police 
limits in Keonjhar district 
Monday.

The deceased was iden-
tifi ed as Susanta Das of 
Mangalpur village under 
Ghasipura police limits 
and the critically injured 
as Kabindra Das of Pad-
mapur village and Ranjan 
Kumar of Fakirpur.

According to police, the 
trio was unloading goods 
at a courier company’s 
warehouse when a rope 
attached to the vehicle 
accidentally touched an 
overhead 11-KV high-ten-

sion wire. The vehicle be-
came electrically charged 
killing Susanta on the 
spot while injuring Kab-
indra and Ranjan. The 
injured duo was rushed to 
the Anandapur sub-divi-
sional hospital in critical 
condition.

Family members alleged 
negligence on the part of 
the courier company and 
demanded compensation 
for the deceased and full 
medical expenses for the 
injured workers.

Police registered a case 
and launched an investi-
gation over a complaint 
lodged by the family 
members. 
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhograi, Sept 29: Even 
as the Indian government 
pushes forward with plans 
to strengthen the country’s 
military infrastructure, 
concerns have surfaced 
over alleged encroachments 
on land belonging to the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) at 
Talsari beach in Bhogarai 
block of Balasore district.

In the 1990s, the IAF 
unit at Kalaikunda in 
West Midnapore district of 
West Bengal had test-fi red 
missiles from the Talsari 
coast into the Bay of Ben-
gal. Offi cials said the Min-
istry of Defence (MoD) had 
initially identifi ed 10 acres 
of land in the area, later ex-
panded and acquired an ad-
ditional 50 acres, Revenue 
offi cials said. 

A signboard still stands 
there stating the property 
belongs to the IAF under the 
MoD, warning against con-
struction, farming, garbage 
dumping or movement in-
side the zone. A small MoD 
outpost with four security 
guards remains on site.

However, allegations 

have emerged that infl u-
ential persons have ille-
gally occupied portions of 
the land, fencing it off for 
private use.

As per Supreme Court 
directives, no private par-
ty is allowed to claim land 
within 500 metres of the 
coastline under the Coast-
al Regulation Zone (CRZ) 
notifi cation of 1986. Locals 
have expressed concern 
over sand dunes at Talsari 
being sold and purchased 
in blatant violation of this 
rule, demanding a high-lev-
el investigation.

Adding to the contro-
versy, reports alleged that 
some hotels near the MoD 
premises are run by mem-
bers of minority commu-

nity, including suspected 
Bangladeshi nationals. 
Locals also claim several 
Bangladeshi fi shermen are 
staying in the area with the 
help of local residents. They 
demand verifi cation of the 
suspects’ Aadhaar and 
voter IDs by authorities to 
establish their nationality.

The situation has 
sparked heightened con-
cern as Balasore district 
already hosts critical de-
fence installations, includ-
ing the Integrated Test 
Range (ITR) of the Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) at 
Chandipur and the missile 
testing site at Wheeler Is-
land in Bhadrak district. 
The Indian Navy also op-
erates a training centre at 
Chilika. Meanwhile, the 
MoD is working to revive 
Rasgobindpur airbase in 
Mayurbhanj district.

Frequent inspections by 
Kalaikunda Air Force offi -
cials at Talsari, along with 
reports of underground pow-
er connections worth Rs 7 
crore being laid at the site, 
have fuelled speculation 
that the government may 
be planning to set up either 
an Air Force base or a naval 
training facility at the site.

Balasore Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate Sudhakar 
Nayak told reporters that 
the district administration 
has received no offi cial com-
munication from the MoD 
regarding Talsari. Howev-
er, Bhograi tehsildar Surya 
Kumar Nayak confi rmed 
that all illegal encroach-
ments on MoD land and 
surrounding government 
land would be removed.

Encroachers grab Air
Force land in Bhograi

Locals have expressed 
concern over sand dunes 

at Talsari being sold and 
purchased in blatant violation 
of rules, demanding a 
high-level investigation 

Some hotels near the 
MoD premises are run 

by members of minority 
community, including 
suspected Bangladeshi 
nationals

Major train mishap averted at Soro station

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baunsuni, Sept 29: In a 
tragic incident reminiscent 
of the infamous Dana Majhi 
incident, family members 
had to carry a person’s body 
to their home on shoulders 
after the hearse did not ar-
rive in time to the hospital 
under this police limits in 
Boudh district Sunday.

Meanwhile, personnel 
from Manamunda police 
station failed to show up 
even fi ve hours after the 
man’s death.

The deceased, identifi ed 
as 50-year-old Thakur Me-
her, drowned in a pond 

at Karamapadar village 
under Manamunda police 
limits Monday afternoon.

Family members res-
cued him unconscious 
around 12:30pm and rushed 
him to the Baunsuni hos-
pital, where doctors pro-
nounced him dead.

However, despite pas-
sage of fi ve hours after 
the death, Manamunda 
police did not arrive at the 
hospital. The hearse was 
also late, leading to anger 
among the relatives, who 
eventually carried the 
body back home on their 
shoulders. Videos of the 
scene went viral on social 

media, drawing sharp reac-
tions from locals.

When contacted, Mana-
munda police station in-
charge Anjali Biswal said 
no formal complaint had 
been received. “We recov-
ered the body midway and 
sent it for post-mortem,” 
she said.

Baunsuni police IIC 
Sarada Prasanna Das con-
fi rmed that a written inti-
mation had been submitted 
but said the family had 
mentioned that they did 
not want a case registered. 
“We informed Manamunda 
police, and they will take it 
forward,” he added. 

Kin carry body on shoulder
after delay in hearse arrival

NTPC Talcher-
Kaniha awarded
Bhubaneswar: The National Thermal 
Power Corporation (NTPC) Talcher-
Kaniha unit in Odisha has bagged 
two silver awards for excellence 
in corporate communication and 
in the corporate fi lm category at 
the 9th Global Communications 
Conference organised by the Public 
Relations Council of India (PRCI) 
in Goa. This distinction refl ects 
the organization’s consistent 
performance and commitment to 
excellence in communication and 
stakeholder engagement, NTPC said 
in a statement. NTPC’s award-winning 
initiatives covered a wide spectrum, 
including human resource practices, 
community development and CSR 
projects, corporate communication 
campaigns, digital platforms, 
employee engagement activities 
and fi lms. With accolades spanning 
multiple stations and regions, the 
achievement highlights the strength 
of collaboration, innovation and 
NTPC’s comprehensive approach 
to communication. NTPC Limited 
is India’s largest integrated power 
utility, contributing one-fourth of the 
India's power requirements and has 
an installed capacity of 83 GW, with 
an additional capacity of 30.90 GW 
under construction, including 13.3 GW 
of renewable energy capacity.

Soro: Four persons were arrested and produced in court 
Monday for allegedly assaulting the inspector-in-charge of 
Soro police station in Balasore district, the previous night. 
Sources said the incident took place Sunday night during the 
Asia Cup fi nal match. A group of youths had blocked the road 

opposite the Tarini Temple close to the court 
area while watching the match on an LED 
screen. Soro IIC Sudipta Kumar Sahu, who was 
on patrol, reached the spot and questioned 

them for obstructing the road. He also recorded the scene on 
his mobile phone. Meanwhile, one of the youths brought his 
own phone close to the offi cer’s face, prompting Sahu to push 
his hand away. The phone fell, triggering an altercation. The 
youth allegedly punched the IIC and others joined in, attacking 
both Sahu and ASI Sameer Behera. Police later detained the 
accused from their homes late during the night.

52 elephants in Ghumsur 
North division create panic
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhanjanagar, Sept 29: 
Panic has gripped locals 
with as many as 52 ele-
phants reportedly present 
in the North Ghumsur for-
est division of Ganjam dis-
trict Monday. When night 
falls, the elephant herds 
leave the forest and cause 
extensive damage in near-
by villages, residents said.

Reports said elephants 
blocked the Nidhia Pal-
li–Galeri road for a long 
time Sunday night, leaving 
commuters frightened. A 
tusker was seen crossing 
National Highway 157 near 
Buduli, visibly disturbed as 

onlookers jostled to take sel-
fi es Monday evening.

Environmentalists, in-
cluding Ramesh Patra, 
a member of the North 
Ghumsar forest wildlife 
committee, urged the For-
est department to take nec-
essary steps to ensure safe 
passage for the elephants. 

Forest personnel rushed to 
the spot and tried to drive 
the tusker back into the 
forest. At one point, the el-
ephant charged at offi cials 
and locals, forcing them to 
run for safety.

The tusker’s presence has 
disrupted traffi c on the Bhan-
janagar–Phulbani highway.

ASIA CUP 
FINAL

IIC assaulted for trying to
clear spectators from road

Police seize illegal
fi recrackers worth 
`8.24cr, arrest 133 
PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 29: 
Odisha Police has seized 
illegal fi recrackers and 
explosives worth Rs 8.24 
crore and arrested 133 peo-
ple during a 14-day special 
statewide drive, offi cials 
said Monday.

The drive was conducted 
from September 14 to 27 fol-
lowing a direction from the 
DGP. The objective was to 
curb illegal storage of fi re-
crackers, unauthorised 
transportation and unlaw-
ful sale of explosives and 
fi recrackers, particularly 
in view of the upcoming 
festive season, a police 
statement said.

Titled ‘Agni’, the special 
drive has signifi cantly dis-
rupted illegal networks en-
gaged in the unsafe trade of 
fi recrackers and explosives 
across the state, it added.

During the drive, a total 
of 184 cases have been reg-
istered in different police 
stations and 133 people 
have been arrested while 
notices were served to 45 
individuals involved in 
the unlawful trade, the 
statement said.

OPERATION AGNI

Man drowns in pond 
while bathing cattle
Ranpur: A 58-year-old man 
drowned Monday morning 
in a pond near Champagada 
panchayat chhak under Chan-
dpur police limits in Nayagarh 
district. The deceased was iden-
tifi ed as Prafulla Kumar Behera 
of Jhinkijhari village. According 
to sources, Behera slipped and 
fell into the water while bathing 
cattle, and drowned. Family 
members said he had gone to 
the pond early in the morning 
to bathe his cattle but did not 
return home even by noon. 
Despite searching the pond 
area, relatives could not fi nd 
him. Villagers then alerted the 
Ranpur fi re brigade. Firefi ghters 
reached the spot and recovered 
Behera’s body from the pond. 
Police arrived and registered an 
unnatural death case at Chan-
dpur police station following a 
written complaint from the fam-
ily. The body was sent to Ranpur 
hospital for post-mortem before 
being handed over to the family.



I
ndia has long benefi ted 
from geopolitical ar-
bitrage, maintaining 
working relationships 

with Russia, the United States, 
and Europe. But this delicate 
balancing act is now being 
tested by a series of policy 
shocks delivered by US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s admin-
istration. These disruptions, 
unlikely to ease anytime soon, 
raise a critical question: Can 
India retain its status as the 
world’s fastest-growing major 
economy?

The most urgent challenge 
facing Indian policymakers 
is weathering the escalating 
trade war. In August, Trump 
imposed a 50 per cent tariff 
on Indian imports, citing the 
need to reduce India’s trade 
surplus with the US and pun-
ish the country for its massive 
purchases of Russian oil. Add-
ing to the pressure, Trump has 
urged the European Union and 
other G7 countries to take even 
harsher steps – namely, to im-
pose a 100 per cent tariff on 
imports from India and China.

Trump’s decision to hike 
H-1B visa fees to $100,000 rep-
resents yet another blow to In-
dia’s economy, particularly its 
IT services industry – one of the 
country’s most dynamic growth 
engines. Currently, Indian na-
tionals account for more than 
70 per cent of all H-1B holders, 
with most of them working in 
IT or technology-related sec-
tors. Given this, it’s hardly 
surprising that the share prices 
of Indian companies like Tata 
Consultancy Services, Infosys, 
and Wipro, which rely heavi-
ly on H-1B visas to access the 
US market, declined following 
Trump’s announcement.

While Trump has labelled In-
dia a “dead economy,” it is un-
clear whether he meant this as 

a statement of fact or a threat 
he will make good unless India 
offers suffi cient concessions in 
its trade negotiations with the 
US. Either way, there is little 
evidence to suggest the Indian 
economy is at risk of collapsing 
anytime soon.

On the contrary, India is 
among the world’s most vi-
brant economies. In July, be-
fore the new US tariffs were 
imposed, the International 
Monetary Fund projected that 
India’s GDP will grow by 6.4 
per cent in 2025 and 2026 – well 
ahead of America’s projected 
annual growth rate of 1.9 per 
cent. No other major economy 
comes close, with the excep-
tion of China, at 4.8 per cent.

Barring external shocks, 
India is well-positioned to sus-
tain its rapid growth rate over 
the next decade and become the 
world’s third-largest economy 
by 2030. Given its vast popula-
tion and growth momentum, 
India could even overtake Chi-
na and the US to emerge as the 
world’s largest economy with-

in the next 50 years.
That said, the extent to 

which US policy shifts might 
affect India’s growth trajec-
tory remains unclear. In the 
early 2000s, India was far less 
exposed to global trade than 
China was, with exports ac-
counting for less than 15 per 
cent of its GDP, compared 
with China’s 20 per cent. Since 
then, however, India’s reliance 
on trade has increased signifi -
cantly. Exports now make up 
more than 20 per cent of GDP, 
leaving the country more vul-
nerable to trade shocks.

Given that the US is In-
dia’s largest export market, 
Trump’s tariffs will likely hit 
harder than similar actions by 
other trade partners. Still, it is 
important to remember that 
India is a continental econo-
my, with domestic consump-
tion playing a far greater role 
than external demand. More-
over, the EU’s trade signifi -
cance for India nearly matches 
that of the US, and China and 
the Middle East are also im-

portant export destinations. 
Consequently, while US tariff 
hikes are disruptive, they are 
far from fatal. This is not to 
say that Indian policymakers 
can afford to be passive. To 
mitigate the impact of US re-
strictions, they must pursue a 
dual strategy comprising stim-
ulative macroeconomic poli-
cies and a concerted effort to 
deepen trade ties with the EU, 
China, and the Middle East.

It is also worth noting that 
the relative importance of the 
US market is likely to decline 
as a result of Trump’s protec-
tionist trade policies. Should 
his administration stay the 
course, the EU and China 
may well surpass the US as 
the world’s leading import 
destinations by 2028.

Beyond short-term policy 
responses aimed at offsetting 
the fall in US demand, the In-
dian authorities would be well 
advised to implement structur-
al reforms. Key priorities for 
sustaining long-term growth 
include raising the female la-
bour-force participation rate 
from 33 per cent to levels much 
closer to China’s 60 per cent, 
improving the investment cli-
mate by tackling bureaucrat-
ic corruption, and upgrading 
infrastructure – roads, rail-
ways, ports, and airports – to 
lower the cost of production 
and trade. By adopting these 
reforms, India will not only be 
able to weather Trump’s tariff 
war in the short term but also 
sustain its growth miracle for 
years to come.

The writer, a former 
chief economist at the 

Asian Development Bank, 
is Professor of Finance and 

Economics at Columbia 
Business School. 
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During the past fortnight European states have reported a spurt 
in incursions into their airspace, the latest such instance being 
drones appearing above Danish airports 25 September. This 

came close on the heels of drones over Poland, Romania, Estonia and 
a German naval frigate in the Baltic Sea. The suspected culprit is, of 
course, Russia, though the latter has stoutly denied its hand in them. 
But the overall pattern does fi t into Moscow’s long record of provoca-
tions and escalation of confl icts.

All these, however, indicate Russia is testing whether Europe is in 
a position to defend Ukraine in the face of its renewed attacks. Since 
the drones in Danish skies were seen soon after US President Donald 
Trump’s assertion at the UN session 23 September that Ukraine could 
win back its lost territory, the suspicion gets strengthened. Trump 
even suggested NATO countries should shoot down Russian aircraft 
entering their airspace. That is easier said than done.

What is important is that Trump has made a complete U-turn on 
his assessment of Ukraine’s ability to take on Russia. After snubbing 
and virtually threatening Ukraine to surrender to Russia’s aggression 
and annexation of its territories, Trump for the fi rst time said at the 
UN session that Ukraine could, in fact, win back the one-fi fth of its 
territory it has lost to Russia since the 2014 annexation of Crimea, 
the Kremlin’s support to separatists and its 2022 full-scale invasion.

The question, however, is whether one should have faith in the 
judgment of a man who fails to distinguish between aggressor and 
victim. For, earlier this year Trump said Russian President Vladimir 
Putin had “all the cards” and urged Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy to make peace in terms that meant abject surrender to the 
aggressor. Trump has already established his credentials as a vacil-
lating ruler.

To justify his apparent change of heart Trump even asserted that 
the new assessment follows a process he described as “getting to know 
and fully understand the Ukraine/Russia military and economic sit-
uation.” He has offered to continue supplying American weapons for 
NATO “to do what they want with them.”

Speculation is rife as to what has prompted President Trump to show 
the sudden enthusiasm for Ukrainian liberation and denunciation of 
Moscow’s military provocations. It would be worthwhile to note the 
shift in his attitude to Ukraine in varying degrees according to Putin’s 
warmth or coldness to him. With constant encouragement and cajoling 
from European leaders, Trump’s attitude to Zelenskyy has seemingly 
changed from contempt to courtesy tinged with a modicum of respect.

There are reasons to believe that Trump has adopted the anti-Rus-
sian posturing because Putin has taken him for a ride, joined hands 
with his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping and shown no interest in stop-
ping sale of crude oil to India at concessional rates. Hence, Russia’s war 
in Ukraine has not in any way weakened as the US President thought 
his tariff war and imposition of penalty on India for its purchase of 
Russian crude would do. This seems to have led Trump to go on the 
offensive against Russia over Ukraine by pledging his support by way 
of arms supply and expressing the conviction that Ukraine stands to 
win and regain lost territories from Russia.

Skeptics and his baiters may express serious doubts about Trump’s 
motives. He has repeatedly shown inconsistency in pursuing his mili-
tary and economic policies. Asked whether he still trusted the Russian 
president, Trump said he would know in a month’s time. This is more 
than prevarication since he is apparently leaving room for yet another 
volte face, if that suits him. He may again revert to his earlier position 
that Russia is right and Ukraine is wrong.

A crucial element in Trump’s faith in Ukraine’s ability to wrest con-
trol of its own territories from Russia is that he asserted Ukraine can 
do so with help from its “European allies.” He stopped short of openly 
declaring that he would go to the rescue of Ukraine, at least not now. 
This seems to be encouraging Putin to continue with his drone forays 
into European skies. For this reason political and military analysts are 
sceptical about his newfound conviction about Ukraine’s winnability.

It could also be that Trump is thinking like a businessman which 
he truly is. He sees and receives information that Russia’s economic 
situation is getting worse. The combined effect of Western sanctions, 
slower domestic growth, soaring infl ation, budget defi cits and higher 
interest rates has greatly affected Russia’s economy this year. The 
Kremlin, of course, typically responded to Trump’s post saying Russia 
has no choice but to continue the war and called the US President’s 
comment “mistaken.”

Russia may not be far from the truth. Trump is merely trying to 
salvage his reputation after Putin failed to live up to his expectation 
dashing to the ground his hope for winning the Nobel Peace Prize.
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 U-Turn On Ukraine

SPECTRUM GOVERNANCE

Reimagining administration with AI

Political inexperience

Sir, The death of 41 people in the stampede at 
Karur in Tamil Nadu has fuelled anger against 
actor-politician Vijay and his party administra-
tion. A miscalculation of crowd size, Vijay’s de-
layed arrival, black-tinted windows on his bus, 
and fans in huge numbers trailing him behind 
his caravan – all worsened the situation. Did 
not Vijay know the simple fact that any delay 
in his arrival would result in crowd-swelling, 
leading to possible mishaps?  Vijay’s lack of 
political experience, ignorance and unwill-
ingness to recruit people with grassroots-level 
understanding were the major cause for the 
tragedy. If only he had men on the ground with 
organisational capacity and responsibilities, 
Vijay would have received early information 
about the tragedy that was still unfolding be-
fore his eyes.  

Ranganathan Sivakumar,CHENNAI

The fi rst principle of true 
teaching is that nothing can 
be taught.

 
 SRI AUROBINDO WEATHERING TRUMP TARIFFS

COMMERCE

Administration is the 
turtle—Kurma—upon 
whose back rests Man-

dar Parvat, the mountain sym-
bolising the state itself. Ad-
ministration forms the stable 
base upon which the dynamic 
processes of the state unfold, 
enabling the necessary churn-
ing that refi nes governance in-
to effective policymaking. It is 
this stability when paired with 
adaptability that transforms a 
good society into a better one.

Contemporary Indian ad-
ministration rests on Max 
Weber's rational principles, 
yet its value-laden foundations 
can be traced to Kautilya's 
Arthashastra—a blend of an-
cient wisdom and global best 
practices. As Minnowbrook 
Conference IV approaches in 
2028, it becomes imperative 
to re-imagine administration 
for a rapidly transforming 
world. When Luther Gulick 
spoke of integrating IT with 
governance, AI was incon-
ceivable. Today, with IT in-
creasingly AI-driven, Gulick's 
tenets demand fresh interpre-
tation. India must lead the 
Minnowbrook IV Conference 
by rising to the occasion and 
presenting the world with an 
indigenous model of AI-en-
abled administration. In this 
pursuit, Odisha's proactive 
measures, including digital 
land records under Bhulekh, 
and data-driven monitoring in 

health and education, lay a ro-
bust foundation for advanced, 
intelligent administration.

Herbert A. Simon envi-
sioned transforming non-pro-
grammable decisions into pro-
grammable ones through IT, 
streamlining novel problems 
into standardised procedures. 
While IT increased effi ciency, 
AI now brings the potential 
for true effectiveness. For in-
stance, Odisha's Ama Sasan 
initiative for participatory 
governance leverages digital 
platforms for fast, well-doc-
umented citizen feedback. 
Incorporating AI allows for 
deeper analysis—identifying 
persistent issues, conducting 
sentiment analysis to priori-
tise feedback, and even auto-
mating troubleshooting.

Indian administrators often 
juggle multiple roles. In many 
Odisha blocks, ABDOs support 
BDOs, though a signifi cant 
portion of their time goes into 
addressing RTI queries. Since 
RTI responses require only 
factual information, AI-pow-
ered large language models 
(LLMs) can automate these 
replies, freeing offi cers for 
higher-priority work.

AI also empowers non-spe-
cialists to handle specialised 
tasks by breaking them into 
smaller components, effective-
ly bridging the gap between 
generalists and specialists. 
At the block and panchayat 

level, IT expertise is scarce—
most Custom Service Centers 
are run by non-coders. AI 
agents can guide citizens in 
local languages and automate 
data cleaning and formatting 
and amplify the human capac-
ity to focus on other essential 
responsibilities. However, de-
ploying AI in governance re-
quires care; different models, 
such as LLMs (for text/report 
writing) and reasoning mod-
els (for data analysis, coding) 
must be matched to their op-
timal tasks.

Mahatma Gandhi's vision 
of Sevottam—governance that 
puts citizens fi rst—rests on a 
strong grievance redressal sys-
tem. Odisha is one of the few 
states which has made Right to 
Public Service an act (Orissa 
Right to Public Service Act, 
2012)- a guarantee by the state. 
AI can be the silent partner in 
its implementation. For exam-
ple, a simple search of “certi-
fi ed copy” in the notifi cation 
for the services under ORT-
PSA, one can fi nd 15 entries. 
AI can simply improve the 
service delivery by taking on 
the agency of certifi cate veri-
fi cation based on the already 
certifi ed copy of supporting 
documents existing in the 
system. This not only stream-
lines processes for citizens but 
also produces positive ripple 
effects—such as improving 
ease of doing business through 

reduced service delivery time. 
As a result, Odisha can move 
more effectively toward its vi-
sion of becoming a $1.5 trillion 
economy by 2047.

AI is not without limits. Data 
security is a major concern, es-
pecially in governance where 
citizen data is sensitive. A ze-
ro-trust cybersecurity frame-
work and the development of 
local, cloud-based AI integrat-
ed with systems like Odisha 
State Workfl ows Automation 
System can ensure both acces-
sibility and lower costs. 

Meaningful reform requires 
moving beyond surface-level 
adoption. Recent initiatives—
such as NITI Aayog's strategic 
focus on AI and the Odisha 
government's directive for 
every department to adopt at 
least one AI tool—are promis-
ing steps towards future-ready 
governance. Each department 
must carefully assess its unique 
challenges and collaborate to 
develop an Indianised mod-
el of AI solutions, tailored to 
real governance needs. Cus-
tomised AI tools should be pre-
ferred over the off-the-shelf AI 
solutions to maximise impact. 
With continued leadership and 
visionary policy decisions, Odi-
sha is poised to become a pio-
neer in citizen-centric, effi cient 
AI-powered administration.

The writer is an author 
and civil servant. 

 To mitigate the impact of US restrictions, 
Indian policymakers must pursue a 

dual strategy comprising stimulative 
macroeconomic policies and a concerted 
effort to deepen trade ties with the EU, 

China, and the Middle East

GIVEN THAT 
THE US IS 

INDIA’S 
LARGEST 
EXPORT 

MARKET, 
TRUMP’S 
TARIFFS 

WILL LIKELY 
HIT HARDER 

THAN SIMILAR 
ACTIONS BY 

OTHER TRADE 
PARTNERS 

Shang-Jin Wei

AI EMPOWERS 
NON-SPECIALISTS 

TO HANDLE 
SPECIALISED 

TASKS BY 
BREAKING THEM 

INTO SMALLER 
COMPONENTS, 

EFFECTIVELY 
BRIDGING THE 
GAP BETWEEN 

GENERALISTS AND 
SPECIALISTS

Pratyush Satapathy

WISDOM CORNER
Between stimulus and response there is a space. In that 
space is our power to choose our response. In our response 
lies our growth and our freedom.  
 VIKTOR E. FRANKL

Things are as they are. Looking out into it the universe at 
night, we make no comparisons between right and wrong 
stars, nor between well and badly arranged constellations. 
 ALAN WATTS

Remember your dreams and fi ght for them. You must know 
what you want from life. There is just one thing that makes 
your dream become impossible: the fear of failure.
 PAULO COELHO

 
1791: The opera The Magic Flute by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart premiered 
in Vienna.

1938: The notorious Munich Agreement, in which Britain's Neville 
Chamberlain encouraged Britain and France to appease Adolf Hitler's 
demands in the hope of preventing World War II, was reached on this day 
in 1938.

1949: The Berlin airlift offi cially ended after the Western Allied powers 
delivered 2,323,738 tons of food, fuel, machinery, and other supplies to 
West Berlin, which had been cut off from the West during the Soviet 
blockade of Berlin.

1954: The USS Nautilus, the world's fi rst nuclear-powered vessel, was 
commissioned by the U.S. Navy.

1965: In Indonesia a group of army conspirators known as the September 
30th Movement began an abortive coup, and by the following morning they 
had kidnapped and murdered six army generals; the movement claimed 
that it had seized power to forestall a coup against President Sukarno by a 
council of generals.

1966: Botswana gained independence from the United Kingdom.

Chessmen of Ukraine

Sir, Germany’s chancellor says Presi-
dent Putin resists a ceasefi re because 
it would freeze Russia’s gains; instead 
Moscow prolongs the war to seize 
more land, wear down Ukraine and 
erode Western backing, boosting its 
bargaining power. Ukraine refuses to 
recognise annexations but is open to 
a temporary ceasefi re along current 
lines only to stop bloodshed, treat-
ing occupied areas as “temporarily 
seized.” Donald Trump is shifting to 
support Ukraine's full territorial re-
covery and shaping US aid and talks. 
India avoids sanctions on Russia but 
positions itself as a neutral mediator 
urging dialogue and respect for sov-
ereignty. 

RS Narula, PATIALA

 FOCUS

Dual allegiance 
Sir, The spectacle of Pakistan’s 
leadership parading its rare earth 
reserves before President Trump is 
hardly an act of sovereign strength—
it signals a “two-daddy” foreign pol-
icy, where Islamabad courts both 
China and the US simultaneous-
ly. By showing off minerals at the 
White House, Pakistan seeks to pull 
Washington deeper into its orbit, 
even as its dependency on Beijing 
retains structural depth. This dual 
allegiance strategy is risky: China re-
mains heavily invested in Pakistan 
via CPEC, infrastructure projects, 
and fi nancial bailouts. A nation di-
vided in external loyalties might end 
up served by neither.

Gopalaswamy J, CHENNAI
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Leh, Sept 29: Ladakh's 
tourism sector, already 
reeling from setbacks ear-
lier this season, has been 
dealt another blow with the 
curfew in Leh following last 
week's violence.

An indefi nite curfew was 
imposed in Leh town Sep-
tember 24 following clashes 
during a shutdown called 
by a constituent of Leh 
Apex Body, which has been 
spearheading an agitation 
for statehood and the ex-
tension of Sixth Schedule to 
Ladakh. Four people were 
killed and over 150 others 
injured in the violence.

Barring a four-hour 
relaxation in two phases 
on Saturday afternoon, 
the town remained under 
strict curfew for the sixth 
consecutive day on Mon-
day with mobile internet 
services suspended. This 
has triggered booking can-
cellations and caused hard-
ships to tourists and local 
stakeholders.

"The cancellation of 
advance bookings by our 
guests has been continuing 
on an almost daily basis for 
the last one week. There is 
shortage of merchandise 
due to closure of the town 
since last Wednesday," Na-
seeb Singh, a hotel manag-
er, told PTI.

Singh, who has worked 
in Leh town for nearly a 
decade, said he is witness-
ing such a situation for the 
fi rst time in the otherwise 
peaceful region. He said 
they are facing a lot of 
hardships, along with the 

tourists stranded in the 
Ladakh capital. Rigzin Dor-
jey, a local transporter, said 
Pahalgam terror attack that 
claimed 26 lives in April 
had severely impacted La-
dakh tourism even though 
the two are separate Union 
Territories.

"The Pahalgam incident 
virtually paralysed the 
tourism sector in Ladakh. 
We started receiving guests 
only a month after Opera-
tion Sindoor. But Wednes-
day's incident has once 
again hit us hard," he said.

Operation Sindoor was 
launched by Indian armed 

forces May 7 to hit terror 
infrastructure in Pakistan 
and avenge the Pahalgam 
attack. 

Echoing Dorjey, a local 
hotelier, who wished not 
to be named, said they are 
praying for early resto-
ration of normalcy as "each 
day of uncertainty means 
lost income for thousands 
of families who depend on 
tourism."

Tourists stranded in the 
region said they were con-
fi ned to their hotels and 
were unable to access key 
attractions.

"Upon my arrival here, to 
my shock, I found that ev-
erything was closed. I was 
not even able to exchange 
my currency and buy food. 
I was planning some sight-
seeing in Pangong lake but 
I failed to get the permit," 
said Sheena, a tourist from 
Taiwan.

She said she hoped the 
situation would improve 
quickly so that everybody 
can get back to work. The 
tourist said the policemen 
deployed on deserted roads 
tell people that the restric-
tions may not be relaxed 
today as well.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Sept 29: Re-
searchers from Nagaland 
University have designed 
and patented an innova-
tive fi sh trap called "BR 
Fishing Trap" made en-
tirely from locally-avail-
able bamboo and plastic 
threads, according to of-
fi cials.

The ecofriendly, low-
cost device is uniquely 
built to support fi shing in 
hill streams and cage cul-
ture fi sh farms, offering a 
promising alternative to 
expensive, market-based 
gears, they said. 

According to Pukhram-
bam Rajesh Singh, Assis-
tant Professor, Depart-
ment of Zoology, during 
the study, the team faced 
challenges as many fi sh-
ing gears were either ex-
pensive or unavailable in 
local markets. This led the 
researchers to collaborate 
with local bamboo weav-
ers, leading to the creation 

of the BR Fishing Trap.
For the innovation 

which has been patented 
in the United Kingdom, 
the researchers focused 
on studying the diversi-
ties of Ichthyofauna and 
plankton in the Milak and 
Dikhu rivers of Mokok-
chung District, Nagaland.

"Fishing in our hill 
streams often depends on 
market-based gears which 
are costly and not always 
suitable. By designing 
this trap with local bam-
boo weavers, we created 
a solution that is not only 
cost-effective and durable 
but also empowers local 

craftsmanship. We hope 
it inspires more commu-
nity-driven innovations," 
he said.

Singh explained that 
beyond its ecological ad-
vantages, the BR Fishing 
Trap also holds strong so-
cio-economic potential. By 
relying on locally avail-

able materials and skills 
of traditional bamboo ar-
tisans, it can encourage 
regional enterprise de-
velopment, job creation, 
and livelihood security 
in fi shing communities 
across Nagaland and be-
yond.

"Unlike most traps with 
one or two entry points, 
the BR Fishing Trap has 
four circular entrances 
(one on each side), making 
it highly effi cient. These 
four entrances are 6 inch-
es in diameter each, one 
on every side. Notably, 
one of these entrances is 
removable, making it easy 
to release fi sh and clean 
the trap.

"Measuring 22x8 inches, 
it is easy to install, trans-
port and clean. Bamboo 
strips and plastic thread 
construction make it ro-
bust, long-lasting, and 
resistant to rot. It is ef-
fective in both rivers and 
cage culture fi sh farms," 
he said.

Nagaland Univ patents eco fi shing trap
THE UNIVERSITY DEVELOPS ‘BR FISHING TRAP’ FOR SUSTAINABLE 

HILL STREAM FISHING, GETS A UK PATENT

Leh lockdown adds 
to tourism strain

7 tourist spots closed after 
Pahalgam attack reopened 

Srinagar: The Jammu and Kashmir administration Monday threw 
open seven tourist spots in the valley that were closed in the wake of 
the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack. The tourist spots were opened 
following directions issued by Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha after 
a meeting of the Unifi ed Headquarters. "After a thorough security re-
view and discussion in today's UHQ meeting, I've ordered reopening 
of more tourist spots in Kashmir and Jammu Divisions, which were 
temporarily closed as precautionary measures," Sinha said in a post 
on X. The LG administration shut down nearly 50 tourist spots fol-
lowing the terror attack at Baisaran in the Pahalgam area April 22, in 
which heavily-armed terrorists shot dead 26 people -- mostly tourists. 
The seven tourist spots that were reopened in the Kashmir division 
include Aru Valley, Rafting Point Yanner, Akkad Park, Padshahi Park 
and Kaman Post. The LG had ordered the reopening of fi ve tourist 
spots in the Jammu division as well. These include Dagan Top in 
Ramban, Dhaggar in Kathua and Shiv Cave in Salal, Reasi. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Reasi, Sept 29: Adven-
ture tourism resumed in 
Jammu and Kashmir's 
Reasi district as operators 
restarted rafting in the 
Chenab river after a long 
halt, with scores of tour-
ists thronging the venue 
to enjoy the water sport.

Reasi is famous for raft-
ing at Baradari, where the 
Chenab fl ows amid majes-
tic mountains and forested 
riverbanks, attracting thou-
sands of adventure seekers. 
“Adventure tourism is back 
in action. We restarted raft-
ing in the Chenab today af-
ter a suspension of several 
months. We are happy to 
resume it,” said operator 
Surinder Singh.

He added that the tour-
ism industry had suffered 
badly following the Pahal-
gam terror attack in April, 
subsequent Operation Sin-
door and fl oods. 

Rafting resumes on 
Chenab river in Reasi after 
months long suspension

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Guwahati, Sept 29: The 
Assam government has 
submitted a formal request 
to the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) to invoke the 
Mutual Legal Assistance 
Treaty (MLAT) with Sin-
gapore in connection with 
singer Zubeen Garg's death 
in the Southeast Asian 
country, Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma said 
Monday.

"Once invoked, this will 
ensure full cooperation 
from Singaporean author-
ities -- giving us access to 
case details and assistance 
to bring back the accused 
and secure justice," Sarma 
said in an X post.

The Assam government 
constituted a 10-member 
SIT, led by Special DGP M 
P Gupta, to investigate the 
singer's death in Singapore 
due to drowning in the sea 
September 19.

Two Assam Police of-
fi cers are likely to visit 
Singapore soon after the 
completion of necessary 
formalities.

Assam Director General 
of Police Harmeet Singh 
said MLAT already exists 
with Singapore, and now 
MHA will send necessary 
documents to the South-
east Asian nation, "so that 
we can seek the help of Sin-
gaporean authorities in the 
investigation".

"The process has already 
started," he said on the side-
lines of a programme here.

"For investigation in a 
different country, a pro-
cess must be followed. 
Therefore, I appeal to peo-
ple through the media to 
continue having faith in 

Assam Police the same way 
they have shown in the last 
one week since Zubeen's 
death," the DGP said.

The singer, who the NE-
IF organisers claimed to be 
their brand ambassador, 
had gone to Singapore Sep-
tember 17 and was sched-
uled to perform September 
20, a day after the three-day 
festival was scheduled to 
be inaugurated. The festi-
val was subsequently can-
celled following the death 
of Garg, who had gone with 
members of the Assamese 
community in Singapore on 
a yacht trip.

Assam seeks MHA help 
over Zubeen’s death case



India has a 
rich pool of 
scientifi c 

talent, but struc-
tured training 
in institutional 
management 
and administrative orientation 
is essential for those taking on 
leadership roles

JITENDRA SINGH |  UNION MINISTER

Had the 
honour of 
meeting 

Mr Abdullah 
Abu Shawesh, 
Ambassador of 
the State of Pal-
estine to India, during his visit 
to Kerala. Reiterated Kerala's 
unwavering solidarity with 
the Palestinian people and our 
demand for an immediate end 
to the genocide in Gaza. Kerala 
will always stand fi rm for jus-
tice to the people of Palestine

PINARAYI VIJAYAN  | KERALA CM
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‘INDIA-BOTSWANA TALKS TO IMPORT
8 MORE CHEETAHS IN FINAL STAGES’
Talks between India and Botswana to import eight 
more cheetahs from the Southern African country 
are in the fi nal stages, an offi cial from the Madhya 
Pradesh forest department said Monday. He said 
that it was too early to say whether the animals 
would arrive this year or the next, as the fi nal deci-
sion would rest on the completion of talks

I always wish 
Durgamma to see 

that all the people living in 
the state should be happy 
and bless everybody in all 
ways. I wish that all the 
people in the state should 
be happy, healthy, and 
their income should rise
N CHANDRABABU NAIDU  | AP CM

Our govern-
ment began 
the survey 

to ensure equal-
ity. The moment 
we started, those 
shouting ‘Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas' have re-
vealed their true colours

SIDDARAMAIAH  |  K’TAKA CM

GOC reviews security
situation along LoC 
Jammu: The General Offi cer 
Commanding (GOC) of the 
Army’s White Knight Corps, 
Lieutenant General P K Mishra, 
Monday visited forward areas 
along the LoC in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Rajouri district 
to assess the prevailing 
security situation in the 
sector. The GOC lauded the 
professionalism and vigilance 
of the troops and urged all 
ranks to remain steadfast with 
a strong offensive posture.

Man stabbed to 
death in J’khand
Dhanbad (Jharkhand): A 
22-year-old man was stabbed to 
death and another was injured 
by an attacker in connection 
with a dispute in Jharkhand's 
Dhanbad district, police said 
Monday. The incident took 
place Sunday in Bhootgadhiya 
under the Borragarh police 
station limits. None was 
arrested in this connection till 
the fi ling of this report. The 
victims and the attacker were 
known to each other, Borragarh 
police station in-charge 
Niranjan Kumar Singh said.

Bomb threat 
found hoax
Ahmedabad: The Ahmedabad 
airport received a bomb threat 
email, which was later found 
to be a hoax, prompting police 
to register an FIR against 
the unidentifi ed sender. A 
preliminary probe indicated 
the person had sent the same 
text about bomb threats to 
several other airports as well 
as government and private 
establishments in the country, 
Ahmedabad's Airport Police 
Station inspector ND Nakum said.

Heroin worth
`2.5 cr seized
Jowai/Imphal: Two persons 
from Manipur were arrested 
and heroin worth ̀ 2.5 crore was 
seized from their possession in 
Meghalaya's West Jaintia Hills 
district, police said. Former chief 
minister of Manipur, N Biren 
Singh, said that the drug bust 
exposed serious issues that 
go beyond state borders and 
threaten national security. 

7 trains launched
Patna: Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw, along with 
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister 
Samrat Choudhary, Monday 
fl agged off seven trains - three 
Amrit Bharat Expresses and 
four passenger trains - in Bihar. 
While Vaishnaw attended 
the function through video 
conference, Choudhary turned 
up at Patna Junction station. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Sept 29: The hu-
man heart is resilient, but is 
not immune to the damage 
caused by untreated risk fac-
tors, experts said, underlining 
that machines or medicines 
are not the greatest safe-
guards, but raising awareness 
about early warning signs and 
timely action are.

On World Heart Day, doc-
tors said that the majority 
of premature deaths due to 
cardiovascular diseases can 
be prevented with timely 
screening, early treatment 
and healthier lifestyles.

One untreated blockage can 
take away a life in minutes, Dr 
Ashok Seth, chairman, cardiac 
sciences, Fortis Escorts Heart 

Institute, said.
“The tragedy is that most 

heart attacks are not out of the 
blue. People often experience 
chest tightness, unusual breath-
lessness, or unexplained fatigue 
days or weeks in advance,” Dr 
Seth said

The problem is that these 
signals are ignored until it is 
too late, he said, adding, “The 
World Heart Day should re-
mind us all that recognising 
symptoms early and acting 
fast can make the difference 
between life and death.”

Dr Atul Mathur, chairman, 
interventional cardiology and 
chief of Cath Lab, Fortis Es-
corts Heart Institute, explained 
that the dangerous triad of obe-
sity, diabetes and hypertension 
silently injures arteries over 

time, eventually resulting in 
sudden blockages.

“Yet the risk can be re-
versed,” he said.

Dr Narender Saini, former 
general secretary of the Indian 
Medical Association (IMA) said 
that medical advances are sav-

ing lives every day, but noth-
ing replaces the simplest habit 
- ?listening to your body.

Dr Mohsin Wali, senior con-
sultant, internal medicine, Sir 
Ganga Ram Hospital, stressed 
the importance of integrating 
preventive awareness with 
long-term care.

“India cannot afford to fi ght 
heart disease only inside hos-
pitals. Prevention must start 
at home and in the community 
- through healthy eating, exer-
cise, and early health check-
ups. As a physician, I have seen 
countless families devastated 
by late recognition of heart 
symptoms. Our collective prior-
ity should be to build a culture 
where prevention and timely 
medical consultation are as 
valued as treatment.” Globally, 

CVD kills more than 20.5 mil-
lion people every year, with 85 
per cent of these deaths caused 
by heart attacks and strokes.

Regular physical activity, 
controlling weight, giving up 
tobacco, eating balanced diets 
and going for routine screen-
ings are powerful shields 
against heart attacks. India 
needs a cultural shift from re-
acting to disease to preventing 
it, Dr Mathur stated.

Dr Praveer Aggarwal, chair-
man, interventional cardiology, 
Fortis Escorts Heart Institute, 
said that technology has im-
proved outcomes dramatical-
ly, but speed remains critical. 
These advances show what is 
possible today. But technology 
only helps when patients reach 
hospital early he stressed.

WORLD HEART DAY

India mirrors this global emergency, they stated. Rising rates of obesity, diabetes and hypertension, combined with smoking, 
poor diets and increasingly sedentary routines, are pushing heart disease into younger age groups, experts said

Cardiac issues preventable with timely action: Experts
Vendors place effi gies of ‘Ravana’ for sale at a roadside ahead of the ‘Dusshera’ festival, in Amritsar, Punjab  PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Sept 29: Three 
members of a family were 
killed when their motorcycle 
was hit by an unidentifi ed 
vehicle near Mukundpur fl y-
over on the Outer Ring Road 
in northwest Delhi's Jahangir-
puri area, police said Monday.

A PCR call regarding the ac-
cident was received at the Jah-
angirpuri police station at 12.05 
am, they said. By the time the 
police reached the spot, all three 
had succumbed to their injuries. 
The deceased were identifi ed 
as 60-year-old Shahid, his son 
Faiz (28), and his daughter's son 
Hamza (12), all residents of north 
Ghonda in Delhi, a police offi cer 
said. Preliminary investigation 
indicates that the three were 
returning home on a motorcy-
cle from Uttam Nagar when a 
car struck them from behind, 
causing them to fall, after 
which another vehicle ran over 
them. However, no eyewitness-
es were found at the scene, 
and there is no CCTV camera 
in the immediate vicinity of 
the accident site, according to 
the police. 
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Guwahati, Sept 29: Zubeen 
Garg’s wife, Garima Saikia 
Garg, Monday said that the 
singer's family wants to know 
what had happened in his last 
moments that led to his death, 
and that a proper inquiry 
should be conducted.

“We want to know what hap-
pened to him, why it happened 
and how this negligence could 
be allowed to happen? We want 
answers,” Garima told report-
ers after the conduct of the 11th 
day rituals for the singer here.

She said all those who were 
there with him on the yacht 
and at the event for which he 
had gone to Singapore “must 
answer this”.

“Why did they not lift him 
from the water when they 
knew he was not in a condition 
to swim? They could have done 
so, as it was very easy to distract 
him,” she said. His manager, 
Siddhartha Sharma, was aware 
that Zubeen should not go near 
water or fi re as it could trigger 
his epileptic seizure, she said. 
Regarding the Chief Organiser 
of North East India Festival's 
(NEIF) Chief Organiser Shy-
amkanu Mahanta, Garima 
said that she has 'nothing to say 
about him but he certainly had 
a responsibility since Zubeen 
had gone to attend the festival 
organised by him'. ‘He called 
Zubeen his friend, but I just 
don’t understand how he could 
take an artiste like him and 
provide no medical assistance, 
no security or make special ar-
rangements for his stay, food or 
take care of him. He did noth-
ing for Zubeen,’ she alleged. It 
is evident from the singer’s last 
moments in a video that he was 

‘very exhausted and it was the 
responsibility of those who were 
there with him. Siddhartha, his 
musician Shekhar Goswami and 
members of the Assam Associ-
ation should have brought him 
out of the water immediately’, 
she said. “I want justice! I want 
a proper inquiry and answers to 
all our questions. I have full faith 
in the investigation process,” 
Garima added.

She said that the family had 
hoped that the people accompa-
nying him would take care of 
him, but “now we realise that 
they did not do so”.

Asked whether Garg had tak-
en the medicines prescribed, his 
wife said that she was not aware 
of that, but his medicines were 
sent along with him from here 
when he travelled to Singapore. 
“He has been taking only one 
medicine since August 2024 af-
ter he had a seizure attack and I 
had ensured that his medicines 
were there wherever he went, 
whether in the house, car or the 
studio,” she said.
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New Delhi, Sept 29: The fi nal 
electoral roll of Bihar is set to 
be published Tuesday, with the 
Election Commission likely to 
follow it up with the announce-
ment of the poll schedule of the 
key state next week.

The poll authority is visit-
ing Patna October 4 and 5 to 
take stock of the poll prepared-
ness. The schedule for the 
Assembly elections is likely 
to be announced next week, 
sources said. The fi rst phase of 
the elections is likely to be held 
soon after the Chhath festival 
in late October.

Four hundred seventy ob-

servers are being deployed by 
the EC for Bihar and some as-
sembly bypolls.

A briefi ng of general, police 
and expenditure observers is 
also set to take place here Octo-
ber 3. The term of the 243-mem-
ber Bihar Assembly ends 
November 22.

The last assembly elections 
in Bihar were held in three 
phases amid the shadow of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The fi nal voter list of Bihar is 
being published following the 
conclusion of the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls which was held after a gap 
of 22 years.

The draft electoral rolls were 
published August 1 and were 
open for “claims and objec-
tions” by individuals and po-
litical parties till September 1.

There were 7.24 crore elec-
tors in the draft rolls.

The SIR has come under 
sharp criticism from Opposi-
tion parties who have claimed 
that it will disenfranchise 
crores of genuine citizens of 
their voting rights.

LAB sets preconditions for talks

“We want to know 
what happened to 
him, why it happened 
and how this 
negligence could be 
allowed to happen? 
We want answers,” 
Garima told reporters 

Want to know what
happened in Zubeen’s 
last moments: Wife

Three family members
killed in hit-and-run case

Final Bihar voter list 
to be published today
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Leh, Sept 29: The Leh Apex 
Body (LAB), spearheading the 
agitation for statehood and 
constitutional safeguards in La-
dakh, Monday announced sus-
pension of talks with the Cen-
tre until a judicial inquiry into 
the police fi ring is constituted 
and all activists, including So-
nam Wangchuk, are released 
unconditionally.

LAB chairman Thupstan Ch-
hewang and co-chairman Cher-
ing Dorjay said the restoration 
of a “conducive atmosphere” in 
Ladakh was necessary before 
resuming dialogue.

Hardening its stand after the 
death of four protestors, the 
LAB said it would still rethink 
and join the talks October 6 if 
the demands of ordering a judi-
cial probe headed by a retired 
Supreme Court judge and re-
leasing all prisoners were met 
by the government.

“We will urge the Home 
Ministry and the UT adminis-
tration to take steps to address 
the atmosphere of fear, grief 
and anger that is there,” the 
two leaders said.

The boycott was announced 
hours after the fourth victim, 
a former army soldier, was 
cremated amid heavy security 
in the curfew-bound capital of 
Ladakh.

Late in the evening, the 
Home Ministry came out with a 
brief statement saying the gov-
ernment has always been open 
to dialogues on Ladakh matters 
with LAB and KDA.

“We would continue to wel-
come the discussion with Leh 
Apex Body and Kargil Dem-
ocratic Alliance through the 
High Powered Committee on 
Ladakh or any such platform,” 
the statement said, pointing 
out the past results which had 
brought development and em-

ployment in the region.
“The dialogue mechanism...

on Ladakh has yielded good 
results till date in the form of 
increased reservations to the 
Scheduled Tribes of Ladakh, 
providing women’s reserva-
tion in LAHDCs and protection 
to local languages. The process 
of recruitment for 1800 posts in 
government has already com-
menced in UT of Ladakh.”

“We are confi dent that con-
tinuous dialogue would yield 
the desired results in the near 
future,” the statement said. 
Meanwhile, the Leh town re-
mained subdued, with the cur-
few only briefl y relaxed for two 
hours at 4 PM Monday.

Tourists who travelled to the 
region are stranded, confi ned 
to their hotels, and unable to 
move or participate in sight-
seeing, with many expressing 
disappointment over the closed 
markets and suspended mobile 
internet services.

The ongoing unrest, which 
saw widespread violent pro-
tests September 24, has al-
ready dealt a fresh blow to 
Ladakh’s tourism industry, 

which stakeholders say was 
just recovering from earlier 
setbacks this season.

Chhewang, a two-time for-
mer Member of Parliament, 
said the decision on suspend-
ing talks was unanimous and 
added, “as long as peace is not 
restored and a conducive atmo-
sphere is not created, we will 
not participate in any talks.”

The LAB set clear precon-
ditions for resuming dialogue 
with the Home Ministry’s High 
Powered Committee, saying 
that the government must or-
der a judicial probe by a retired 
Supreme Court judge into the 
killings and all arrested, includ-
ing noted Wangchuk, who was 
detained under the stringent 
National Security Act (NSA), 
must be released, besides re-
voking all cases.

Co-chairman Chering Dor-
jay warned that unless “right 
steps” are taken before the 
October 6 date, the LAB will 
not reconsider its decision to 
return to the table.

The leaders of the LAB 
strongly hit back at recent 
statements by the administra-

tion, which they say have lev-
elled serious and intolerable 
allegations against the local 
populace and key fi gures like 
Wangchuk.

“The people of Ladakh will 
never tolerate the ‘anti-nation-
al’ or ‘Pakistani agent’ tag as 
they have always shown loyal-
ty to the country,” Chhewang 
said and demanded proof for 
the accusations, which report-
edly suggested that protestors 
were “playing in the hands 
of foreign powers” and that 
Wangchuk was involved in 
“anti-national activities.”

The leaders directly blamed 
the government for the violence 
and subsequent deaths, alleging 
that the Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) used “excessive 
force, killing and injuring our 
people and creating an atmo-
sphere of fear, grief and anger.”

Authorities have maintained 
that the security forces were 
forced to take action in self-de-
fence as protesters indulged in 
violence.

The unrest is rooted in the 
widespread dissatisfaction 
with the Union Territory sta-
tus granted in 2019, which the 
LAB claims failed to meet their 
expectations for justice.

The ongoing 
unrest, which saw 
widespread violent 
protests September 

24, has already 
dealt a fresh blow 

to Ladakh’s tourism 
industry, which 

stakeholders say was 
just recovering from 
earlier setbacks this 

season

LADAKH ROW



Don't hate the 
system, learn to play 
the game. 
 (1) Nasdaq beats 
Nifty on almost all 
time frames (1,3,5,7, 
10 year timelines, in 
INR terms) 
(2) Dubai Real Estate 

gives 6-7% tax free yield in AED (i.e 
almost 10-11% INR terms) (3) Non-
metros in India are a low cost of living 
option. You can plan your retirement 
with 1/2 the amount.  
The decision:- 
- Where to invest.  
- Where to generate yield. 
- Where to retire. 
- Where to live. 
All all structural choices that gives you 
fi nancial freedom. 
Most people don't think deeply about 
these choices. 
And, get trapped paying high taxes 
forever
 @Akshat_World
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SAHARA FIRM MOVES SC
The Sahara India Commercial Corpora-
tion Ltd (SICCL) has moved the Su-
preme Court seeking its permission to 
sell various properties, including Amby 
Valley in Maharashtra and Shahara 
Saher in Lucknow, to Adani Properties 
Private Limited. The plea, which was 
mentioned for hearing recently, would 
likely come up October 14

There has been immense 
loss due to the fl oods. 
Crops like black gram and 

pigeon peas (tur dal) have been 
destroyed. I urge the chief min-
ister to provide compensation at 
the earliest. I will also write to the 
Centre. After receiving a detailed 
report on the crop loss, I will write 
to the Prime Minister
MALLIKARJUN KHARGE | CONGRESS PRESIDENT

One dies, over 100 
rescued in Palghar
Mumbai: One person was 
killed, while more than 
100 people were moved to 
safer places as heavy rains 
lashed Palghar district in 
Maharashtra overnight, 
inundating villages, damaging 
houses and roads, offi cials 
said Monday. Separately, Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
reviewed the situation in the 
Marathwada region, where 
heavy rains and fl oods last 
week caused extensive damage 
to property and farmland.

2 women killed
in road mishap
Purnia (Bihar): A speeding 
car, allegedly carrying liquor, 
Monday crushed two women 
to death and left a child 
critically injured in Purnia 
district of Bihar, which is a 
dry state, police said.  The 
accident occurred on State 
Highway 65 near Bhawanipur 
area when the two women 
were talking, standing beside 
the road near their home. 
The child was also there.” 
The deceased were identifi ed 
as Rajnandini Kumari, a BA 
student at Banaras Hindu 
University (BHU), and Monika 
Kumari, who was preparing 
for admission to Jawahar 
Navodaya Vidyalaya. Both 
were residents of Sakhua Tola 
in Dhamdaha block.

India, Kenya navy chiefs
discuss maritime ties
New Delhi: Navy Chief Admiral 
Dinesh K Tripathi and Kenya 
Navy Commander Maj Gen 
Paul Owuor Otieno Monday 
held talks here which 
covered a wide range of 
issues relating to maritime 
cooperation.  Maj Gen Otieno 
is on an official visit to 
India from September 28 to 
October 2, with the objective 
of further strengthening 
maritime cooperation and 
bilateral ties, the defence 
ministry said.  

Maharashtra, 
the state that 
contributes 

the most to the 
treasury of the 
Union Government, 
is being ignored 
now

AADITYA THACKERAY | SENA (UBT) LEADER

Running a 
sedition case 
against So-

nam Wangchuk Ji 
is highly objection-
able. We condemn 
this. The entire 
Congress Party stands with 
Sonam Wangchuk Ji

DIGVIJAYA SINGH | CONG RS MEMBER

Maoists want 
dialogue 
with the 

government. They 
have proposed a 
ceasefi re... Why 
the Indian govern-
ment cannot accept?

D RAJA | CPI GENERAL SECRETARY
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Ottawa, Sept 29: Canada Mon-
day said it has listed the Bish-
noi Gang as a terrorist entity 
for creating a “climate of fear 
and intimidation”.

“Acts of violence and terror 
have no place in Canada, espe-
cially those that target specifi c 
communities to create a climate 
of fear and intimidation,” an of-
fi cial statement said.

The development comes more 
than a week after National Se-
curity Advisor Ajit Doval and 
his Canadian counterpart Nath-
alie Drouin held wide-ranging 
talks in New Delhi.

During their talks, the two 
sides had agreed to adopt a col-
laborative approach towards a 
new chapter in bilateral ties, 
including working closely to 
combat terrorism and trans-
national crimes.

"Specifi c communities have 
been targeted for terror, vio-
lence and intimidation by the 
Bishnoi Gang. Listing this 
group of criminal terrorists 
gives us more powerful and ef-

fective tools to confront and put 
a stop to their crimes," Public 
Safety Minister Gary Anan-
dasangaree said on Monday.

With the addition of the Bish-
noi Gang, there are now 88 ter-
rorist entities listed under the 
Criminal Code in Canada.

A terrorist listing gives the 
federal government the power 
to freeze or seize property, vehi-
cles and money, along with giv-
ing Canadian law enforcement 
additional tools to prosecute 
terrorist offences, including 
those related to fi nancing, trav-
el and recruitment, according 
to an offi cial statement.

It is a criminal offence for 
anyone in Canada and Canadi-
ans abroad to knowingly deal 
with property owned or con-
trolled by a terrorist group. It 
is also an offence to directly 
or indirectly provide property 
knowing that it will be used by 
or benefi t a terrorist group.

The Criminal Code listing can 
also be used by immigration and 
border offi cials to inform deci-
sions on admissibility to Cana-
da under the Immigration and 

Refugee Protection Act.
The Bishnoi Gang, led by 

Lawrence Bishnoi, is a trans-
national criminal organisation 
operating primarily out of In-
dia. They have a presence in 
Canada and are active in areas 
with signifi cant diaspora com-
munities, the statement said.

Canadian Police have linked 
some extortion cases back to 
the gang, whose leader is in 
prison in India.

"The Bishnoi Gang engag-
es in murder, shootings and 
arson, and generates terror 
through extortion and intimi-
dation. They create a climate 
of insecurity in these commu-
nities by targeting them, their 
prominent community mem-
bers, businesses, and cultural 
fi gures," the statement said.

"Listing the Bishnoi Gang 
will help Canadian security, 
intelligence, and law enforce-
ment agencies in combating 
their crimes and making com-
munities safer," it added.

Conservative Leader Pierre 
Poilievre last month asked the 
federal government to desig-
nate the Bishnoi gang as a ter-
rorist entity.

In June, British Columbia 
Premier David Eby asked the 
federal government to declare 
the gang a terrorist organisa-
tion, a call repeated by Alberta 
Premier Danielle Smith earlier.

The gang leader, Lawrence 
Bishnoi alias Balkaran Barar, 
is a product of a gangster-terror 
network nexus and has been 
named by India's National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) in 
several high-profi le cases.

Bishnoi, now aged 32, forayed 
into the world of crime when he 
was a student at Panjab Univer-
sity in 2010.
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New Delhi, Sept 29: India Mon-
day unveiled its plan to build 
two cross-border train links with 
Bhutan at a cost of over Rs 4,000 
crore, in fi rst such railway con-
nectivity projects with the Hima-
layan nation to boost trade and 
economic engagement.

The details on the new rail 
projects linking the Bhutanese 
cities of Gelephu and Samtse 
with Kokrajhar in Assam and 

Banarhat in West Bengal respec-
tively was made public by Rail-
way Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
and Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri. Under the two projects, 
89 kms of railway lines will be 
laid and work is expected to be 
completed in the next four years.

“India and Bhutan share 
a relationship of exceptional 
trust, mutual respect, and un-
derstanding,” Misri said at a 
joint media briefi ng with Vaish-
naw. “This is a relationship 

that is rooted in cultural and 
civilizational ties, extensive 
people-to-people relations, and 
our shared developmental and 
security interests,” he said.

India's announcement of the 
projects came amid efforts by 
China to increase its strategic 
infl uence over Bhutan.

Misri said the two govern-
ments have agreed to establish 
two cross-border rail links be-
tween Banarhat and Samtse 
and Kokrajhar and Gelephu.

“This will be the fi rst set of 
rail connectivity projects with 
Bhutan,” he said. The agree-
ment for setting up of the rail 
links was signed during Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's visit 
to Bhutan last year.

Vaishnaw said the projects 
will take off from the network 
of Indian Railways at Kokra-
jhar and Banarhat and that in-
vestment planned is about Rs 
4,033 crore.
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Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, 
Sept 29: Just last week, Shriram 
Datkhile was a prosperous dairy 
farmer from the Dharashiv dis-
trict of Maharashtra, having a 
successful business generating 
Rs 3.5 lakh per month. Now, 

he is staying in an onion shed, 
and in a heart-wrenching twist 
of fate, is left with “no pair of 
clothes of his own” after cata-
strophic fl oods washed away his 
entire life.

Datkhile, 55 years old, and 
his extended family operated 
a prosperous milk dairy in 

Telgaon Pimpalgaon village of 
Bhum tehsil, toiled hard to de-
velop the business from a small 
number of milch animals to a 
considerable number of cattle, 
including 40 cows and 20 goats.

The torrential fl oods that 
ravaged the Marathwada re-
gion of Maharashtra last week 

not only destroyed homes and 
farms — they destroyed years 
of labour for dairy farmers such 
as Datkhile, leaving behind a 
fi nancial and emotional defi cit 
that current relief efforts might 
not be able to compensate for.

“On the night of September 
23, we were asleep when sud-
denly water from the Bangan-
ga River entered the village. 
We hardly got seven to eight 
minutes to save ourselves. We 
could only manage to rescue 
two of our animals. We lost 
everything within minutes,” 
Datkhile's son Pravin told PTI.

He said that the family had 
started their business with just 
a handful of cattle and gradual-
ly got 40 cows and 20 goats.

“Each cow in our dairy was 
worth around Rs 1.25 lakh. 
We have incurred a loss of Rs 
60 lakh, including the goats 
and shed. My family sold milk 
worth Rs 3.5 lakh a month with 
a profi t margin of nearly 40 per 
cent,” the 26-year-old said.

The family is now living in 
an onion shed built on the farm 
of an acquaintance, he said.

The family’s guava orchard 
was also damaged in the 
fl oods, he said.

“The crop and cattle loss 
surveys have been completed. 
However, as per the NDRF 
norms, the compensation can 
only be given for up to three 
animals and that too Rs 37,500 
per cattle,” Pravin claimed.

Meanwhile, an NGO work-
ing for farmers claimed its 
helpline, Shivaar, is fl ooded 
with distress calls from fl ood-
hit agriculturists, particu-
larly from the rain-battered 
Marathwada region.

A common refrain among 
farmers is that government 
aid will be inadequate to cover 
their losses, Helpline found-
er Vinayak Hegana told PTI. 
Hegana said that 5.5 acres of 
a farmer's land in Latur were 
submerged, and fertiliser bags 
became wet.

Canada lists Bishnoi 
gang as terrorist entity

India-Bhutan cross-border rail 
links set to boost economic ties
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Chennai/Karur (Tamil Na-
du), Sept 29: TVK chief and 
actor-politician Vijay “delib-
erately” reached late at Velu-
samypuram in Karur district, 
leading to overcrowding and 
restlessness among the people, 
gathered to attend his rally Sep-
tember 27, according to an FIR 
into the stampede in which at 
least 41 people have died and 60 
were injured.

While the FIR didn't name 
the TVK chief and was against 
three party offi ce-bearers: Ma-
thyiyalagan (Karur district sec-
retary), Bussy N Anand (state 
general secretary), and CTR 
Nirmal Kumar (state joint sec-
retary), it said Vijay held road-
shows without permission be-
fore reaching Velusamypuram, 
and his vehicle halted amidst a 
crowd there. It also said TVK 
(Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam) 
party functionaries did not reg-
ulate their cadres or heed police 
warnings against overcrowd-
ing. “Cadres perched atop tin 
sheets and tree branches, by 
throwing caution to the wind, 
fell on people standing below, 
and as a result, many choked, 
leading to an abnormal situa-
tion”, police said in the First 
Information Report (FIR).

The toll in the stampede in-
creased to 41 Monday, with a 
60-year-old woman succumbing 

to her injuries at the hospital 
here. According to the FIR, at 
about 4.45 PM, TVK chief Vijay 
entered Karur district via Ve-
layuthampalayam and Thavit-
tupalayam, which borders the 
district.  Also, violating condi-
tions, receptions were held at 
several places, and thus, fur-
ther delay was caused, it said. 
By 7 PM, Vijay reached the 
Velusamypuram junction, the 
FIR said, giving the details of 
events before the stampede. "Vi-
jay's campaign vehicle halted 
amidst the huge crowd of party 
workers, and a deliberate delay 
was caused for a short time... 
there was excessive crowding of 
workers and the general public 
at that spot," it added.

Police inspector G Mathial-
agan, who registered the FIR, 
said he and police deputy super-
intendent advised and warned 
TVK offi ce-bearers Mathi-
azhagan, Anand, and Nirmal 
Kumar about the serious risk 
of heavy overcrowding. The 
three party functionaries have 
been booked under sections 105 
(culpable homicide not amount-
ing to murder), 110 (attempt to 
commit culpable homicide), 125 
(endangering life of others), and 
223 (disobedience to order), of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 
along with section 3 of the Tam-
il Nadu Public Property (Pre-
venting of Damage and Loss) 
Act, 1992, a police offi cial said.

The torrential fl oods that 
ravaged the Marathwada 

region of Maharashtra 
last week not only 

destroyed homes and farms 
— they destroyed years of 
labour for dairy farmers 
such as Datkhile, leaving 
behind a fi nancial and 
emotional defi cit that 
current relief efforts 
might not be able to 

compensate for

Dairy farmer loses livelihood, 37 cows in minutes

Bareilly unrest: 
Agitation planned on 
anti-CAA stir model
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bareilly (UP), Sept 29: 
Police Monday arrested 29 more 
people including a close aide 
of cleric Tauqeer Raza Khan 
in connection with last week's 
violence in Bareilly after Fri-
day prayers, even as internet 
suspension in the district was 
extended till Tuesday midnight, 
offi cials said.

The clashes broke out Sep-
tember 26 afternoon after a 
large crowd carrying 'I Love 
Muhammad' posters assembled 
outside a mosque in Kotwali ar-
ea after Friday prayers.

The offi cials said 39 people, 
including Khan, who is also 
the chief of Ittehad-e-Millat 
Council (IMC), and seven 
co-accused, were taken into 
custody earlier.

Senior Superintendent of 
Police (SSP) Anurag Arya told 
reporters that 14 arrests were 
made from Kotwali area, in-
cluding IMC's state general 
secretary Nadeem, while 15 
were arrested from Baradari 
area Monday.

Nadeem was accused of mis-
leading authorities, going back 
on assurances given to the ad-
ministration and sharing mes-
sages on social media that could 
disturb communal harmony, 
the SSP said.

Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath has warned of strict action 
against any attempt to disturb 
law and order. Security re-
mains intensifi ed in Bareilly 
and neighbouring districts, 
with heavy deployment of 
police and paramilitary forces 
in sensitive areas.

According to senior offi cials, 
the investigation revealed 
that Nadeem orchestrated the 
protest by contacting 55 
individuals on WhatsApp, who 
mobilised a crowd of around 
1,600 people.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 29: Dismiss-
ing the Opposition's criticism 
of his government's GST mea-
sures as lies of “bayan baha-
dur”, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said Monday that the BJP-
NDA ushered in a “new mod-
el of good governance” and a 
family will now save nearly Rs 
20,000 on its annual household 
expenditure of Rs 1 lakh com-
pared to the UPA period.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of Delhi BJP headquarters 
here, Modi asked party work-
ers to ensure that the benefi ts 
of next-generation GST reforms 
reach people, especially in op-
position-ruled states, asserting 
that the decision, along with 
the rise in Income Tax exemp-
tion, will save citizens Rs 2.5 
lakh crore every year.

He accused the Congress gov-
ernment in Himachal Pradesh 
of indulging in “loot” by hiking 
the levy on cement soon after 
GST relief brought its price 
down, as he hit back at the Op-
position for the criticism of his 
dispensation.

These “bayan bahadur” 
(those big on making rhetori-
cal statements) are experts in 
peddling lies every day, he said.

Modi said Rs 25,000 of the 
Rs 1,00,000 spent by a family 
every year on meeting its reg-
ular needs used to go to taxes 
under the Congress-led UPA 
government, and this fi gure 
is now merely Rs 5,000-6,000. 
A family will now save nearly 
Rs 20,000, he told BJP workers.

The Opposition has slammed 
the Modi government, saying it 
continued to impose high tax-
es on people for several years 
since the GST was rolled out in 
2017, before rationalising the 
indirect tax regime recently.

The Prime Minister said the 
"BJP-NDA governments have 
given a new model of 'sushasan' 
in the country".

"We are moving forward with 
the mantra of 'vikas bhi, virasat 
bhi'. We prioritised the securi-
ty of the country and the peo-
ple, we freed the country from 
scams to give confi dence for a 
decisive fi ght against corrup-
tion," the Prime minister said.

Delhi High Court bars 
Rupa from publishing 
Constitution of India
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 29: The Del-
hi High Court has restrained 
Rupa Publications India Pvt. 
Ltd. from publishing or selling 
its red-and-black coat-pocket 
edition of the Constitution of 
India, after fi nding it "prima 
facie" similar to the same book 
published by Eastern Book 
Company.

Justice Manmeet Pritam 
Singh Arora passed the inter-
im injunction on a suit fi led 
by Eastern Book Company 
(EBC), saying both publica-
tions makes it "prima facie 
evident" that the Rupa's trade 
dress or design was "deceptive-
ly similar" to the one adopted 
by the EBC.

"The defendant (Rupa) 
has adopted a similar colour 
scheme, text and font, gilt 
edging, book posteen colour, 
and embossed gold detailing. 
Considering, that the plaintiffs 
and the defendant operate in 
the same line of business, 
utilize identical trade chan-
nels, and cater to the same 
class of customers, there ex-
ists a strong likelihood of c
onfusion," the court said Sep-
tember 25.

He said a tabular compar-
ison presented by the EBC 
showed Rupa had entirely 
copied the layout of it's prod-
uct without any independent 
creativity.

"To an unwary consumer 
of average intelligence and 
imperfect recollection, the 
trade dress of the defendant's 
impugned coat-pocket edi-
tions is likely to appear iden-
tical to that of the plaintiffs' 
coat-pocket editions. Such a 
similarity is likely to mis-
lead consumers regarding 
the source or origin of the 
said products," the order 
said.

The judge restrained Rupa 
from manufacturing, pub-
lishing, marketing, selling, or 
advertising its red-and-black 
coat-pocket edition of the Con-
stitution by itself or by fran-
chisees, dealers, distributors, 
or agents.

MARATHWADA FLOODS

FIR blames Vijay 
for TN stampede

PM slams ‘bayan bahadur’ Oppn
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SINGAPORE’S POPULATION 
INCREASES TO 6.11 MILLION
Singapore’s total population hit a new 
high of 6.11 million as of June 2025, an 
increase of 1.2 per cent in a year, mainly 
due to the growth in the non-resident 
population, mostly foreigners and mi-
grants. This is the fi rst time that the city-
state's population exceeded 6 million

In the last year the world 
has changed, and we 
are not immune to that 

change. Whether it is wars in Eu-
rope and the Middle East, whether 
it is increased barriers to trade 
because of tariffs coming from the 
United States, whether it is the 
global cost of borrowing, we're not 
immune to any of those things
RACHEL REEVES | TREASURY CHIEF, UK

HK activist denied 
entry into Singapore
Beijing: An overseas Hong 
Kong activist said he was 
denied entry to Singapore 
over the weekend for what 
he presumes were political 
reasons. Nathan Law said he 
was detained at the Singapore 
airport Saturday night and 
told four hours later that 
his entry had been denied. 
He was going to attend a 
closed-door, invitation-only 
event, he said in a statement, 
without elaborating. Law, who 
is based in London, is one of 
a number of activists who 
have fl ed Hong Kong in recent 
years after the adoption of a 
National Security Law that has 
put others in prison. He said 
he had received a visa from 
Singapore to attend the event 
and departed on a fl ight from 
San Francisco. No reason was 
given for the denial, he said, 
and he boarded a plane back 
to San Francisco Sunday after 
about 14 hours in Singapore.

Top diplomats of NK, 
China to deepen ties
Seoul: The foreign ministers 
of North Korea and China 
agreed to deepen bilateral 
ties and resist hegemonism or 
unilateralism, a likely reference 
to their pushbacks against the 
United States. Their meeting 
in Beijing Sunday came about 
three weeks after North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
held their fi rst summit in more 
than six years and pledged 
mutual support and enhanced 
cooperation. In a meeting 
with her Chinese counterpart 
Wang Yi, North Korean Foreign 
Minister Choe Son Hui cited 
Kim as saying that further 
bolstering ties with China is 
North Korea’s unwavering 
position. Choe expressed an 
intent to deepen and develop 
friendly ties with China in 
line with the spirits of Kim-Xi 
summit, the North’s Korean 
Central News Agency 
reported Monday.

China sentences 11 of 
mafi a family to death
Beijing: A Chinese court 
Monday convicted 39 members 
of a Myanmar-based family-run 
syndicate on multiple charges, 
sentencing 11 of them to 
death. The gang was accused 
of killing 14 Chinese nationals 
and injuring six others. The 
Wenzhou Intermediate 
People’s Court in China’s 
eastern Zhejiang province 
found the defendants guilty 
of 14 offences, such as 
fraud, intentional killing, and 
intentional injury. Sentences 
were handed down based 
on each individual’s criminal 
acts, circumstances, and the 
degree of harm caused to 
society, the court said.

China's ruling 
Communist 
Party will 

hold its annual 
leadership con-
clave in October 
to discuss the new 
fi ve-year plan, challenges posed by 
US President Donald Trump's tariff 
war, his attempts to seize control 
of TikTok and ensuing strains on 
the Chinese economy

XI JINPING | PRESIDENT, CHINA

The people 
of Palestine 
are not 

collateral damage 
in a civilisation 
that is searching 
for order. They 
are human beings, equal in worth, 
entitled to the same freedoms and 
dignities that the rest of us take 
for granted

KASHIM SHETTIMA | VICE PRESIDENT, NIGERIA

Let the 
scheduled 
election be 

held on time, and 
let everyone re-
main calm and ex-
tend the necessary 
support and cooperation to ensure 
the continuity of a parliament and 
government chosen by the people

SUSHILA KARKI | PRIME MINISTER, NEPAL

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Haifa, Sept 29: The Israeli city 
of Haifa Monday paid tributes 
to fallen Indian soldiers, with 
the Mayor noting that the city’s 
school history books are being 
changed to correct that it was 
Indian troops and not the Brit-
ish who liberated the city from 
Ottoman rule.

“I was born in this city and 
graduated from here. Con-
stantly we were told that this 
city was freed by the British till 
somebody from the Historical 
Society knocked at my door 
one day and said that they have 
done a thorough research and 
found that it wasn’t the British 
but the Indians who freed this 
city (from the Ottomans),” said 
Mayor of Haifa, Yona Yahav.

He made the remarks while 
addressing a gathering at the 
Indian cemetery of fallen sol-
diers during a ceremony to pay 
tributes to their bravery.

“In every school, we are 
changing the texts and saying 
that it wasn’t the British but 
the Indians who liberated us,” 
Yahav said.

During World War I, Indian 
cavalry regiments armed with 
spears and swords cleared the 
Ottoman forces from the rocky 
slopes of Mt Carmel under all 
odds to liberate the city, in 
what most war historians con-
sider “the last great cavalry 
campaign in history”.

Mayor Yahav had, during 
the fi rst ceremony at the same 
venue in 2009, said that the 
northern coastal city’s history 
textbooks will include the sto-
ry of its liberation by Indian 
soldiers, and it is today a well-
known fact among youngsters 
in the city.

The Indian Army commemo-
rates September 23 every year 
as Haifa Day to pay its respects 
to the three brave Indian Cav-
alry Regiments - Mysore, Hy-

derabad and Jodhpur Lancers 
- that helped liberate Haifa fol-
lowing a dashing cavalry action 
by the 15th Imperial Service 
Cavalry Brigade on that date 
in 1918.

An event to pay tributes to 
the brave Indian soldiers is al-
so organised every year at the 
Indian soldiers’ cemetery here 

by the Indian mission and the 
Haifa municipality.

Captain Aman Singh Ba-
hadur and Dafadar Jor Singh 
were awarded the Indian Order 
of Merit (IOM), and Captain 
Anop Singh and 2nd Lt Sagat 
Singh were awarded the Mili-
tary Cross (MC) in recognition 
of their bravery in this battle.

Major Dalpat Singh, widely 
popular as the Hero of Haifa, 
was awarded a military cross 
for his bravery.

The Jodhpur Lancers lost 
eight men and had 34 wound-
ed in the battle. But they also 

captured over 700 prisoners, 17 
fi eld guns and 11 machine guns.

The battle was described as 
“almost the only occasion when 
a fortifi ed town was captured 
by cavalry on the gallop,” In-
dia’s Ambassador to Israel JP 
Singh said during his address 
at the event.

Indian troops played a cru-
cial role in the campaign, re-
sulting in the defeat of the Otto-
man forces in the region. More 
than 74,000 Indian troops laid 
down their lives during World 
War I, including over 4,000 in 
West Asia, Singh asserted.

“It was one of the last clas-
sical cavalry actions in an era 
that saw large-scale mechanisa-
tion of war,” the Indian Ambas-
sador said.

“These fallen soldiers repre-
sented all major faiths and re-
gions of our country. And this 
tribute shows that their cour-
age and sacrifi ce will never be 
forgotten,” he added.

Not the British, but Indian soldiers liberated Haifa: Mayor

In a symbolic gesture of 
friendship with Israel, India 

renamed the iconic Teen 
Murti Chowk, a memorial 

erected in 1922 in New Delhi to 
commemorate this historic deed, 

as “Teen Murti Haifa Chowk” 
during Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu’s visit to 
Delhi in January 2018

History 
textbooks in 
Haifa teach 

about the 
story of the 

liberation 
of Haifa by 

Indian soldiers 
from classes 

3 to 5

The Haifa 
Historical 
Society has 
also been 
going around 
to schools in 
the city telling 
the story to 
youngsters over 
the last decade

REUTERS

Chisinau, Sept 29: Moldova’s 
pro-European ruling party won 
a resounding victory over its 
Russian-leaning rival in a key 
parliamentary election, results 
Monday showed, in a major 
boost for the country’s bid to join 
the European Union and break 
away from Moscow’s orbit.

The surprisingly strong per-
formance Sunday by President 
Maia Sandu’s Party of Action 
and Solidarity (PAS) against 
the Patriotic Bloc was a relief 
for the government and its EU 
partners, who accused Moscow 
of seeking to infl uence the vote.

“I’m glad that our path to 
the EU is guaranteed. I want 
Moldova to be a free and dem-
ocratic country,” Sandu told a 
press conference. With all votes 
counted, PAS had won 50.2% 
versus 24.2% for the Patriotic 
Bloc, which had sought to steer 
Moldova - a small former So-
viet republic that lies between 
Ukraine and EU member Ro-
mania - closer to Russia.

STRONG SUPPORT FOR EU 
MEMBERSHIP

“The people of Moldova chose 
democracy, reform, and a Euro-
pean future, in the face of pres-
sure and interference from Rus-
sia,” Antonio Costa, president 
of the European Council which 
represents the EU’s 27 member 
states, said on X. The leaders of 
France, Germany and Poland, 
in a joint statement, also con-
gratulated Moldova for “the 
peaceful conduct of the elec-
tion, despite unprecedented in-
terference by Russia, including 
with vote-buying schemes and 
disinformation”. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
said the election result showed 
that Moscow had failed to “de-
stabilize” Moldova.

However, Moscow - which 
denies the accusations of 
meddling - accused authori-
ties in Moldova of preventing 
hundreds of thousands of its 
citizens who live in Russia 
from voting by providing on-
ly two polling stations for the 
large diaspora. Asked whether 
Moscow recognised the results, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov noted that some po-
litical forces in Moldova had 
spoken of violations.

Moldava’s pro-EU ruling 
party wins parl majority

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Bangkok, Sept 29: Thailand’s 
new prime minister told law-
makers Monday that his gov-
ernment would address the 
country’s economic woes, fi nd 
solutions to the ongoing border 
confl ict with Cambodia through 
diplomacy and push for a new 
and more democratic constitu-
tion.

Anutin Charnvirakul faces a 
self-imposed deadline. He had 
promised to call elections in 
four months in exchange for 
the People’s Party — which 
holds the most seats in Parlia-
ment — supporting his bid to 
become prime minister. He was 
elected to Parliament earlier 
this month.

The party has a progressive 
platform and has long sought 
to change the existing consti-
tution imposed under military 
rule, saying it wants to make it 
more democratic. Anutin had 
promised to call a referendum 
for an elected constituent as-
sembly to draft a new charter.

He said in his inaugural 

speech in Parliament Mon-
day that his government will 
support the referendum and 
public participation to uphold 
the country’s constitutional 
monarchy.

Anutin also promised to tack-
le corruption and crime and 
“restore faith and happiness 
to the Thai people.”

Anutin is constricted in what 
he can do by the four-month 
deadline, but also the terms of 
his deal with the People’s Par-
ty, which declared it would act 
as the opposition in the legisla-

ture, potentially voting against 
Anutin’s initiatives.

The Thai government will 
also seek to relieve household 
debt and reduce the rising 
cost of electricity, gasoline 
and transport, and move to 
alleviate fallouts from trade 
wars and US tariff policy, An-
utin said.

He told lawmakers he will 
push for a referendum on 
whether Thailand should re-
voke the existing memoran-
dum of understanding on bor-
der issues with Cambodia.

The two neighbours engaged 
in a fi ve-day armed confl ict in 
late July that killed dozens of 
civilians and soldiers and dis-
placed more than 260,000 peo-
ple. The countries’ competing 
territorial claims have not 
been resolved, and the risk of 
further fi ghting remains high 
despite a cease-fi re agreement.

Anutin also said the govern-
ment will crack down on illegal 
gambling and strive to improve 
the country's natural disaster 
alert system, promote clean 
energy and tackle air pollution.

Thailand’s new PM promises to 
tackle Cambodia border confl ict

REUTERS

Washington/Cairo/Jerusa-
lem, Sept 29: US President 
Donald Trump hosted Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu for pivotal talks Mon-
day to press him to back a Gaza 
peace proposal aimed at ending 
a nearly two-year-old war that 
has seen Israel face growing 
international isolation.

In Netanyahu’s fourth visit 
since Trump returned to of-
fi ce in January, the right-wing 
Israeli leader was looking to 
shore up his country’s most 
important relationship after a 
slew of Western leaders formal-
ly embraced Palestinian state-
hood last week in defi ance of the 
US and Israel.

Trump, who had sharply crit-
icized the recognition moves as 
a prize for Hamas, was seeking 
Netanyahu’s agreement on a 
framework to end the war in 
the Palestinian territory and 
free the remaining hostages 
held by the militants.

It marked a stepped-up diplo-
matic effort by a president who 
vowed during the 2024 presiden-
tial campaign to quickly bring 
the confl ict to a close and has 
since repeatedly claimed that a 
deal was near, only for it to fail 
to materialize.

TANKS HEAD DEEPER INTO GAZA CITY
Washington presented a 

21-point peace plan to Arab and 
Muslim states on the sidelines 
of the UN General Assembly 
last week, and Trump’s main 
objective on Monday was to try 
to close the remaining gaps with 
Netanyahu.

The White House talks came 
as Israeli tanks on Monday 
thrust deeper into the heart 
of Gaza City, where Israel has 

launched one of its biggest of-
fensives of the war this month 
with Netanyahu saying he aims 
to wipe out Hamas in its fi nal re-
doubts. The war has left much 
of Gaza in ruins and caused a 
major humanitarian crisis.

Arriving by limousine, Net-
anyahu was greeted by Trump 
outside the White House doors 
with a handshake, a stark con-
trast to the chilly reception 
when he spoke Friday before the 
UN General Assembly, where 
scores of delegates walked out 
in protest.

Asked about the prospects for 
a peace deal, Trump told report-
ers, “I’m very confi dent.”

Though Netanyahu praises 
Trump as Israel’s closest ally, 
there are signs of Israeli scepti-
cism over the proposal, as well 
as some reservations among 

Arab states. Hamas’ apparent 
absence from the negotiations 
has also raised questions.

The plan, crafted by US spe-
cial envoy Steve Witkoff and 
Trump fi rst-term Middle East 
adviser, Jared Kushner, envi-
sions a ceasefi re followed by the 
release within 48 hours of all re-
maining hostages held by Hamas 
in exchange for hundreds of Pal-
estinian prisoners held by Israel, 
and the gradual withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from Gaza.

Netanyahu apologised to Qa-
tari Prime Minister Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman al-
Thani during a phone call that 
included Trump on Monday, a 
source close to Netanyahu told 
Reuters. A delegation from Qa-
tar, which helped mediate pre-
vious indirect Israel-Hamas ne-
gotiations, was also at the White 
House, according to a separate 
source briefed on the talks.

Previous US-backed ceasefi re 
efforts have fallen apart due to 
a failure to bridge the gap be-
tween Israel and Hamas, and 
Netanyahu has vowed to con-
tinue fi ghting until Hamas is 
completely dismantled.

Trump meets Netanyahu
Pak-occupied Kashmir 
observes general strike
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Sept 29: A gener-
al strike was observed in Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) 
Monday on the call of a local 
action group, demanding relief 
for the masses and transparen-
cy in the government system, 
according to media reports.

The protest call was given 
by the Jammu Kashmir Joint 
Awami Action Committee (JK-
JAAC), represented by traders, 
local leaders and civil society 
activists.

The protest began two years 
ago to secure a regular and 
subsidised supply of flour 
and electricity in the region, 
but has now been joined by 
additional demands such as 
the reduction in privileges 
enjoyed by the Kashmiri elite, 
abolition of reserved assem-
bly seats and free education 
and health facilities.

The JKJAAC alleges that the 
fresh protest is being held this 
time because the government 
has failed to fully implement 
the agreement reached two 
years ago.

Samaa TV reported that 
markets, transport, and even 
communication services were 
disrupted amid growing pub-
lic frustration over unmet de-
mands. It added that markets, 
commercial centres, and lorry 
depots across Muzaffarabad 
were shuttered, with trans-
port completely absent from 
the roads.

Hotels and shops that nor-
mally open early remained 
closed. Although schools were 
offi cially open, classrooms 
were empty as most students 
did not attend.

The channel also reported 
that for the second consecutive 
day, internet and mobile phone 
services remained suspended 
across PoK.

Houses are damaged in the aftermath of typhoon Bualoi in Thanh Hoa, Vietnam, Monday  PTI PHOTO

 Pro-Europe PAS 
clinches a majority with 
almost all votes in

Results are a blow 
to pro-Russian bloc 
which holds small 
protest

PAS says Russia tried 
to meddle in vote; 
Moscow denies this

EU, Ukraine’s 
Zelenskiy hail outcome 
of election

Opposition, Russia say 
many Moldovans were 
denied right to vote

GAZA PEACE PROPOSAL

Netanyahu makes fourth visit to 
White House of Trump's term

Israeli forces keep up offensive 
in Gaza City

Trump proposal calls for release 
of hostages within 48 hours of 
ceasefi re
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business
BUSINESS FINLAND PARTNERS WITH
WINZO, IEIC TO BOOST GAMING TIES
Business Finland in India, the European nation's agen-
cy for trade and investment promotion, has partnered 
with Indian gaming fi rm WinZO and consumer tech 
think-tank Interactive Entertainment and Innovation 
Council (IEIC). The collaboration aims to leverage Fin-
land's gaming expertise and India's expanding gaming 
market to co-create innovative, export-ready gaming 
content from India, according to a joint statement

The gov-
ernment's 

National Consumer 
Helpline (NCH) has 
received close to 
3,000 complaints 
related to GST since 
the implementation 
of reduced taxes
NIDHI KHARE | CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS SECRETARY

`settles 3 paisa 
lower against $
Mumbai: Rupee 
consolidated in a narrow 
range and settled for the 
day lower by 3 paise at 
88.75 against the US dollar 
Monday, on persistent 
foreign capital outfl ows and 
rise in risk-off sentiments. 
At the interbank foreign 
exchange, the rupee opened 
at 88.69 against the US 
dollar, and traded in the 
range of 88.69-88.81. It 
fi nally settled for the day at 
88.75, registering a loss of 
3 paise. Friday, the rupee 
rebounded from its all-time 
low to close 4 paise higher 
at 88.72 against the US 
dollar. The rupee fell to its 
lifetime low of 88.76 against 
the American currency 
September 25.

Tata Comm bags 
'multi-crore' deal
New Delhi: Tata 
Communications Monday 
said it has bagged a 
"multi-crore" order from 
the Goods and Services 
Tax Appellate Tribunal 
(GSTAT) to build an end-to-
end digital infrastructure 
spanning network, IoT, 
cloud, and security with 
integrated management 
across domains. The project, 
aimed at accelerating 
and streamlining GSTAT's 
operations, will enable 
seamless access across 
all benches nationwide, 
fortify data security, and 
deliver a simplifi ed user 
experience, the company 
said in a statement.  Tata 
Communications will deploy 
a secure, scalable, and 
intelligent digital ecosystem 
covering LAN, WAN, SD-
WAN, video conferencing, 
cloud services, and 
advanced security. 

Zomato adds 
'Healthy Mode'
New Delhi: Food delivery 
platform Zomato Monday 
said it has launched a 
new feature for users to 
discover and order nutritious 
food via its app. 'Healthy 
Mode' is now available to 
Zomato users in Gurugram, 
with plans to expand to 
other markets soon. In a 
statement, Zomato said 
the launch is in response 
to increasing demand for 
healthy food choices across 
metro cities, particularly 
among the 18-45 age 
group. To assist restaurant 
partners, Zomato has 
leveraged advanced AI and 
Large Language Models 
(LLMs) to build detailed 
macronutrient profi les for 
their dishes and added a 
'Healthy Score' for each dish 
to rank them from 'Low' 
to 'Super', based on the 
information provided by the 
restaurant partners.

SHORT TAKES

India is in 
discussions 
with the US, 

the EU, New Zea-
land, Oman, Peru 
and Chile for free 
trade agreements 
(FTAs), while Qatar and Bahrain 
have also expressed interest 

PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE MINISTER

India’s offi ce 
sector is no 
longer just 

rebounding — it’s 
evolving into a 
structural growth 
story. From con-
tributing a third of regional activity 
in 2015 to becoming APAC’s domi-
nant force in 2025 

ANSHUL JAIN | CHIEF EXECUTIVE INDIA, 
CUSHMAN & WAKEFIELD

uoteu

Electronics 
manufactur-
ing in India is 

expanding rapidly 
with new suppliers 
and design capa-
bilities emerging 
every week

 ASHWINI VAISHNAW | UNION MINISTER, 
RAILWAYS AND ELECTRONICS AND IT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 29: India's 
industrial production grew at 
4 per cent in August, mainly 
due to better performance by 
the mining sector, according 
to government data released 
Monday.

The Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (IIP) growth rate for 
July has been revised upwards 
to 4.3 per cent from the earlier 
estimate of 3.5 per cent. In Au-
gust 2024, the IIP recorded fl at 
growth. The mining sector out-
put in August 2024 had shrunk 
by 4.3 per cent.

The manufacturing sector, 
which accounts for more than 
three-fourths of the index, ex-
panded by 3.8 per cent in Au-
gust this year, up from 1.2 per 
cent in the year-ago month.

Manufacturing of 'basic met-
als' and 'motor vehicles, trailers 
and semi-trailers' reported a 
healthy growth of 12.2 per cent 
and 9.8 per cent, respectively.

The NSO data further showed 
that the growth in the electric-
ity segment was 4.1 per cent 

against a decline of 3.7 per cent 
in August 2024.

During the April-August pe-
riod of the current fi scal, the 
IIP growth was slower at 2.8 per 
cent compared to 4.3 per cent in 
the year-ago period.

Aditi Nayar, Chief Econo-
mist, Icra, said that despite a 
low base, the IIP growth unex-
pectedly eased to 4 per cent in 
August 2025 from the upward 
revision to 4.3 per cent in July 
2025. The slowdown was en-
tirely led by manufacturing 
growth, which eased sharply 
to 3.8 per cent from 6 per cent 
in July 2025. In contrast, while 
mining output witnessed a 
year-on-year expansion after a 
gap of four months, growth in 
electricity generation inched 
up to a 5-month high, she said. 

Consumer durables (or white 
goods production) growth 
slowed to 3.5 per cent from 5.4 
per cent in August 2024.

In August 2025, consumer 
non-durables output shrank 
by 6.3 per cent against a con-
traction of 4.4 per cent in the 
year-ago month.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 29: Benchmark 
stock indices Sensex and Nif-
ty closed marginally lower in 
a volatile session Monday, ex-
tending their downtrend to the 
seventh day mainly due to sell-
ing in banking shares and per-
sistent foreign fund outfl ows 
ahead of the RBI's interest rate 
decision later this week.

After gyrating between 
gains and losses in a restrict-
ed trade, the 30-share BSE Sen-
sex declined 61.52 points or 0.08 
per cent to settle at 80,364.94. 
During the day, it hit a high of 
80,851.38 and a low of 80,248.84.

Falling for the seventh con-
secutive session, the 50-share 
NSE Nifty slipped 19.80 points 
or 0.08 per cent to 24,634.90. Nif-
ty has dropped more than 3 per 
cent in the seven straight ses-
sions due to selling by foreign 
investors.

Auto and FMCG shares re-
treated while realty, energy, 
and metal shares advanced.

Among Sensex fi rms, Maru-
ti, Axis Bank, Larsen & Tou-
bro, ICICI Bank, Bharti Air-
tel, Infosys, Adani Ports and 
Hindustan Unilever were the 
laggards.

However, Titan, State Bank 
of India, Eternal and Trent 
were among the major gainers.

The BSE midcap gauge went 
up by 0.34 per cent while small-
cap index dipped 0.17 per cent.

Among sectoral indices, teck 
declined 0.33 per cent, industri-
als (0.32 per cent), IT (0.25 per 
cent), auto (0.12 per cent) and 
capital goods (0.09 per cent).

Oil & Gas jumped 1.96 per 
cent, energy (1.10 per cent), 
realty (0.97 per cent), power 
(0.46 per cent), services (0.41 
per cent) and metal (0.39 per 
cent).

 In seven trading days, he 
BSE bencmark has tanked 
2,649.02 points or 3.19 per cent, 
and the Nifty dived 788.7 points 
or 3.10 per cent.

In Asian markets, South 
Korea's Kospi, Shanghai's SSE 
Composite index and Hong 
Kong's Hang Seng settled in 
positive territory, while Ja-
pan's Nikkei 225 index ended 
lower.

Equity markets in Europe 
were trading higher. US mar-
kets ended higher Friday.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) offl oaded equities 
worth `5,687.58 crore on Fri-
day, while Domestic Institu-
tional Investors (DIIs) bought 
stocks worth `5,843.21 crore, 
according to exchange data.

Global oil benchmark Brent 
crude declined 1.25 per cent to 
$69.25 a barrel.

IIP grows 4% in August

Markets close marginally low

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 29: The Reserve 
Bank's Monetary Policy Com-
mittee began its three-day de-
liberations amid expectations 
of status quo on the key inter-
est rate, but some experts think 
that the central bank may settle 
for a 25 bps cut.

The decision of the RBI Gov-
ernor Sanjay Malhotra-headed 
six-member rate-setting panel 
will be announced Wednesday. 
The meeting is taking place 
against the backdrop of ongoing 
geopolitical tensions and the US 
imposing 50 per cent tariffs on 
Indian shipments.

The RBI reduced the key 
short-term lending rate (repo) by 
100 basis points in three tranch-
es; beginning in February, amid 
declining consumer price index 
(CPI) based infl ation.

However, the central bank 
opted for a status quo in the 
August bi-monthly monetary 
policy, taking a wait-and-watch 
approach to assess the impact 

of US tariffs and other geopo-
litical developments on the do-
mestic economy.

A Goldman Sachs report ex-
pects the RBI Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) to hold the 
policy repo rate at 5.50 per cent 
at the October meeting, and 
maintain the "neutral" stance, 
but deliver a dovish guidance 
while it assesses growth con-
ditions and awaits fuller trans-
mission of the 100 bps easing de-
livered so far this cycle before 
considering further action.

"In our baseline, we expect 
another 25 bps cut in Decem-
ber, taking the repo rate to 5.25 
per cent, supported by a benign 
infl ation outlook, our US econ-
omists' view of a more dovish 
Fed path relative to market 
pricing, and our FX strategy 
team's expectation of renewed 
US dollar weakness.

"As a risk case, if the RBI 
views growth risks from 
trade-policy uncertainty as 
more skewed to the downside, 
or judges the pass-through of 
GST rate cuts to infl ation as 
higher than our estimates, the 
MPC could bring forward the 
25 bps cut to October," it said.

A Bajaj Broking Research re-
port noted that in the previous 
MPC meeting held in August 
2025, the RBI retained the repo 
rate at 5.5 per cent, following 
a 50 basis point reduction in 
June 2025. 

"Street largely expect the RBI 
to maintain the repo rate at 5.50 

per cent (unchanged), citing 
subdued infl ation and potential 
risks to growth," it said.

Meanwhile, Praveen Sharma, 
CEO of Housing.com, said the 
festive season has traditionally 
been the most vibrant phase for 
homebuying in India.

"A rate cut by the RBI at this 
juncture could add further fu-
el to the momentum. If banks 
transmit the benefi t fully, it 
would not only lift buyer sen-
timent and affordability, but 
also nudge fence-sitters to take 
that long-awaited decision," he 
added. 

Shikhar Aggarwal, Chair-
man, BLS E-Services, expects 
the RBI to keep its key interest 
rate unchanged next week. 

"Given global uncertainties 
and the recent positive impetus 
from GST 2.0, the central bank 
may adopt a wait-and-watch 
approach, holding any policy 
changes for a later date. The 
strong domestic demand, which 
drove Q1 growth to fi ve-quar-
ter high, offers the necessary 
resilience for such a pause," 
Aggarwal added.

On expectations from the 
MPC, Ashok Kapur, Chairman, 
Krishna Group and Krisumi 
Corporation, said that while 
the apex bank maintained the 
status quo in its previous policy 
review, a further 25 bp reduc-
tion in the policy rate would be 
the icing on the cake, as infl a-
tion continues to remain within 
the RBI's manageable limits. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 29: Silver 
prices Monday soared by `7,000 
to hit an all-time high of `1.5 
lakh per kilogram in the na-
tional capital, while gold also 
scaled a fresh peak of `1,19,500 
per 10 grams amid strong global 
trends.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the pre-
cious metal of 99.9 per cent pu-
rity climbed `1,500 to touch a 
lifetime high of `1,19,500 per 10 
grams (inclusive of all taxes). 
It had closed at `1,18,000 per 10 
grams Saturday.

In the local bullion market, 
gold of 99.5 per cent purity also 
advanced by `1,500 to hit a fresh 
peak of `1,18,900 per 10 grams, 
up from `1,17,400 per 10 grams 
in the previous session.

So far this year, the yellow 
metal prices have risen `40,550, 
or 51.36 per cent, surging from 
`78,950 per 10 grams December 
31, 2024.

Silver prices, too, witnessed a 
sharp rally, and climbed `7,000 
to touch a record `1,50,000 
per kilogram (inclusive of all 
taxes), extending gains for 
the fourth straight session. 
The white metal had ended at 

`1,43,000 per kg in the previous 
trade.

The white metal prices have 
skyrocketed by `60,300, or 67.22 
per cent, in the current calen-
dar year, rallying from `89,700 
per kg on December 31, 2024.

In the overseas market, both 
gold and silver posted robust 
gains. Spot gold surged 2 per 
cent to hit an all-time high of 
$3,831.33 per ounce, while spot 
silver advanced more than 2 per 
cent to $47.18 per ounce.

In the domestic futures mar-

ket Monday, gold for October 
delivery appreciated by `1,702, 
or 1.5 per cent, to hit a record 
high of `1,15,490 per 10 grams.

The December contract for 
the yellow metal futures ral-
lied by `1,606, or 1.4 per cent, 
to touch a fresh peak of ̀ 1,16,497 
per 10 grams on the Multi Com-
modity Exchange (MCX).

 Silver, too, witnessed gains 
on the MCX. The white metal 
futures for December delivery 
bounced `2,290, or 1.61 per cent, 
to hit a lifetime high of `1,44,179 

per kilogram.
The March 2026 contract for 

silver futures jumped `2,559, or 
1.78 per cent, to hit a fresh new 
peak of `1,45,817 per kg on the 
commodities bourse.

Globally, gold futures for 
December delivery climbed to 
hit a record high of $3,860.45 
per ounce. Silver futures for 
December delivery also hit a 
high of $47.39 per ounce.

"Gold and silver prices are 
having a stellar run. Gold 
reached record highs of over 
$3,800 per ounce, and we can 
see it is going to touch $4,000 
per ounce in the near term.

"The rate cuts by the US 
Federal Reserve make it more 
attractive to hold non-yielding 
assets such as gold, with cen-
tral banks still aggressively 
buying in. Uncertainty in geo-
politics and macro risks are 
directing investors into safe 
haven asset," said Trivesh D, 
Chief Operating Offi cer at bro-
kerage fi rm Tradejini.

"Supply defi cits are tighten-
ing the market further and we 
can even expect ballistic moves 
higher if demand keeps acceler-
ating. It is a classic case of pre-
cious metals thriving when un-
certainty runs high," he added.

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 29: Mal-
abar Gold & Diamonds, one 
of India’s most trusted jew-
ellery brands, announced its 
exclusive festive and Dhan-
teras offers at a press meet 
held Monday at its Soubhagya 
Nagar outlet, Bhubaneswar. 
The event was inaugurated by 
Ollywood artist Dhara Srabani 
Mohapatra in the presence of 
the Malabar management team, 
dignitaries, and well-wishers.

Offers include 30 per cent off 
on making charges of gold jewel-
lery, precious stones, and uncut 
diamond jewellery, along with 
up to 30 per cent off on diamond 
value. The festive offer will con-
tinue till October 31, 2025 across 
Odisha. To make the occasion 
more rewarding, Malabar is al-

so offering a free silver coin on 
advance bookings for Dhanteras. 
Customers can secure jewellery 
by paying a minimum of 10 per 
cent of the total value, with pro-
tection against gold price fl uc-
tuations. The fi nal billing will 
refl ect either the booked rate 
or the prevailing market rate—
whichever is lower.

Speaking on the occasion, 
M P Ahammed, Chairman, 
Malabar Group, said “Dhan-
teras holds immense cultural 
signifi cance as it welcomes 
good health and prosperity in-
to homes. At Malabar Gold & 
Diamonds, we aim to make this 
occasion even more special by 
offering unmatched value and 
timeless designs. Our exclusive 
offers are a way to express grat-
itude and build lasting relation-
ships with our patrons.”

Gold, silver prices hit new peaks

MPC MEETING BEGINS: 
IS RATE CUT ON CARDS?
The RBI reduced the key 
short-term lending rate 

(repo) by 100 basis points 
in three tranches; 

beginning in February, 
amid declining consumer 

price index (CPI) 
based infl ation

Malabar Gold & Diamonds unveils festive offers

Bhubaneswar: UCO Bank opened a new branch 
at Patnagarh. The new Branch inaugurated by 
Deputy Chief Minister Kanak Vardhan Singh 
Deo. This branch is the 283rd branch of UCO 
Bank in the State, 71st Branch in Sambalpur 
Zone and 5th Branch in Bolangir district. 
Sangeeta Kumari Singh Deo, Bolangir MP, 
Goutam Patra, General Manager, UCO Bank 
and Gourab Chaterji, Zonal Head, Sambalpur 
Zone, UCO Bank were present on this occasion. 
Employees and Customers of UCO Bank 
attended the program in large numbers. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 29: Courier 
services provider Blue Dart 
Express Monday said it will 
increase the prices of its ship-
ments between 9-12 per cent 
from January 1, 2026.

To support new custom-
ers and encourage business 
growth, those signing up be-
tween October 1 and Decem-
ber 31, will not be impacted by 
the upcoming General Price 
Increase (GPI), it said.

This pricing adjustment is 
essential to maintaining speed, 
reliability, and customer-cen-
tric solutions, while address-
ing the impacts of infl ationary 
pressures, escalating airline 
costs, and the complexities of 
global supply chains, the com-
pany said.

The average shipment price 
is set to increase in the range 
of 9-12 per cent, depending on 
product variabilities and the 
customer's shipping profi le, 
Blue Dart Express said in a 
statement.

In line with its annual prac-
tice, Blue Dart undertakes a 
comprehensive review of its 
pricing structure to ensure 
continued service excellence 
while fostering sustainable 
ecosystem collaboration, it 
said.

"The General Price Increase 
enables us to continue invest-
ing in advanced technology, 
greener logistics, and network 
expansion.

Blue Dart Express 
to increase prices 
from next year

Bhubaneswar: The Oriental 
Insurance Co Ltd, Regional 
Offi ce, Bhubaneswar conducts 
Swachhata Hi Seva (SHS)-
2025 Campaign  from 17th 
September to 2nd October.The 
Company conducted General 
cleanliness of establishments 
/ Institutions and high footfall 
spaces. DGM I/C J N Sethi, 
Regional Manager G Khan, 
Manager Surya Narayan 
Mohanty and other employees 
participated in the cleaning 
program.

UCO Bank inaugurates 
new branch

Oriental Insurance conducts Swachhata Hi Seva campaign

CARE Hospitals hosts World Heart Day walkathon 
Bhubaneswar: Marking World Heart Day, CARE 
Hospitals, Bhubaneswar, appealed to young 
Indians to take proactive steps in preventing 
cardiovascular diseases, which remain the 
leading cause of death globally. In India, heart 
ailments account for more than one in four 
deaths, increasingly affecting younger adults. 
To raise awareness, CARE Hospitals organised a 

World Heart Day Walkathon that witnessed active participation from Anjana Panda (IAS), Director–
AYUSH, senior cardiologists, healthcare professionals, and hospital staff. The initiative emphasised 
the importance of active lifestyles and early detection. “Heart disease is no longer confi ned to older 
adults. We are increasingly seeing young professionals and even college-going students come in 
with heart attacks linked to stress, poor lifestyle, and unchecked risk factors. Awareness, prevention, 
and timely medical intervention are key to reversing this alarming trend,” said Mahendra Prasad 
Tripathy, Clinical Director & HOD – Cardiology, CARE Hospitals. Highlighting the global theme “Don’t 
Miss the Beat”, KislayAnand, Zonal Chief Operating Offi cer, CARE Hospitals, added “CARE Hospitals 
is committed to leading this effort by offering preventive health programs, advanced diagnostics, 
24x7 emergency care, and holistic rehabilitation for cardiac patients.”
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New Delhi, Sept 29: India T20I 
captain Suryakumar Yadav re-
sponded to the Asia Cup trophy 
row following their fi ve-wicket 
win over Pakistan in the fi nal, 
stating that the team's main 
goal was to play good crick-
et and win. He emphasised 
that whether they received 
the trophy or not was unim-
portant, adding that seeing 
smiling faces back home 
is the real reward for the 
team. 

After beating Pakistan 
in the summit clash, the 
Indian team refused 
to accept 
the Asia 
Cup trophy during the 
presentation ceremo-
ny from Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) 
chief Naqvi, 
who also 

serves as the chairman of the 
Pa- kistan Cricket 

Board, Asian 
Cricket Coun-
cil, and Paki-
stan’s Interior 
Minister.

When the 
presentation 
ceremony began, 
which started 
after a 90-min-
ute delay, India 
spinner Kuldeep 
Yadav, opener 

Abhishek 
Sharma, 

and bat-
ter Tilak 
Varma 
received 

their 
individual 

awards from 
other dignitar-
ies on stage. 
When Naqvi 

stepped onto the dais, the In-
dian team made it clear they 
would not accept the trophy 
from him. Moments later, the 
trophy was removed from the 
venue, leaving the champions 
without their prize.

Speaking to reporters, 
Suryakumar refl ected on the 
incident and said, "I think it 
spoke volumes. Our main fo-
cus was to win matches and 
play good cricket. It doesn’t re-
ally matter if the trophy came 
or not. Smiles on the faces of 
people back home is our trophy.

"What matters is that my 
country is happy and we are 
celebrating. We have billboards 
in our name that we are the 
Asia Cup champions. What 
more do you need?"

The win in the fi nal was 
India's third victory over Pa-
kistan in the span of 15 days, 
which no Indian captain has 
achieved before Suryakumar, 

who believes it was "destined" 
to happen.

Talking about how he man-
ages provocative actions from 
the opposition, Suryakumar 
said, "I think there is a differ-
ence between the two sides. 
None of us at any point have 
shown any inappropriate 
gesture, because we wanted 
to play this game with digni-
ty. We just wanted to give a 
nice statement out there while 
playing a good brand of crick-
et, irrespective of the result – 
which can go either way when 
you are playing."

"Back from the match, when 
one is talking, there should be 
a feeling of happiness thinking 
that they have given all the ef-
fort possible at the ground. I 
keep telling my boys that let’s 
not get deviated from the game. 
Follow the situation and the 
game, keeping emotions aside," 
he further said.

SKY DONATES MATCH FEE 

The captain has also an-
nounced that he will donate his 
entire match fee from the just-con-
cluded Asia Cup to the country's 
armed forces and the victims of 
Pahalgam terror attack.

"I have decided to donate 
my match fees from this tour-
nament to support our Armed 
Forces and the families of the 
victims who suffered from the 
Pahalgam terror attack. You 
always remain in my thoughts. 
Jai Hind," the 35-year-old posted 
on 'X' after the high-voltage win.

India players are entitled to 
Rs four lakh per match in the 
T20 format, which means that 
Suryakumar would be donating 
a total of Rs 28 lakh for the sev-
en games played in the conti-
nental event.

Suryakumar had taken the 
lead in snubbing Pakistan at 
every opportunity during the 
tournament.

‘SMILES ON PEOPLE'S FACES IS OUR TROPHY’

In an unprecedented turn of events, Pak’s Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi, in his capacity as the chairman 
of ACC, denied Indian cricket team the Asia Cup Trophy, after it refused to accept the silverware from him

Chak de India! One of the most 
special knocks of my life: Tilak 
India batter Tilak Varma unsurprisingly termed his 
match-winning unbeaten 69 against Pakistan in the 
Asia Cup fi nal as one of the "most special knocks of 
his life." Tilak's half-century was the cornerstone of 
India's tight chase of 147. "There was pressure. They 
were bowling well. They were mixing the pace up. 
I was breathing up and trying to stay calm. One of 
the most special knocks of my life. Chak De India," 
said Tilak during the post-match presentation cer-
emony which was delayed by over an hour. Man of 
the match Tilak said he was backing his game in 

a tense situation as India were reeling at 10 for 
two when he walked in. 

Winning 3-0 was excellent. Incred-
ible show from the boys. They de-
livered what I expected from them. 

All the talks that we have had with 
them – right here in this team room that we 
are sitting in – have all worked and I’m very 
happy. Never played them three times in a 
single tournament. It was destined to happen
SURYAKUMAR YADAV | T20I CAPTAIN, INDIA 

TIMELINE OF THE CHAOS 
AFTER ASIA CUP TRIUMPH 

WINNING MOMENT: India chase down 147 in the fi nal over. 
Rinku Singh fi nishes it, Tilak Varma stars with 69*. Pakistan 
players sulk away into their dressing room.
PAKISTAN LOCK-IN: For the next hour, Indian players and coach-
es give interviews while Pakistan’s team refuses to emerge, de-
laying the presentation.
INDIA’S STANCE: India didn’t want Mohsin Naqvi handing over 
the trophy to them. They request UAE’s Khalid Al Zarooni in-
stead, but ACC shuts it down. India denied because Naqvi did 
an unprofessional act by tweeting a horrible and political dig.
NAQVI ENTERS, BOOS RAIN DOWN: The ACC chief walked out 
to loud jeers of “Bharat Mata Ki Jai.” Even Pakistan’s own fast 
bowlers face boos from the crowd. When Haris Rauf’s name was 
announced, Indian fans cheered, “Kohli, Kohli”.
MEDALS FIASCO: Naqvi refused to give Pakistan their runner-up 
medals. Bangladesh’s board president Aminul Islam stepped in. 
Naqvi only passed a cheque to Salman Ali Agha, who fl inged it 
aside in protest.
INDIA BLANKED: Commentator Simon Doull was told India will 
not be given their medals or the trophy. Within minutes, Naqvi 
and ACC offi cials left the ground that too with the trophy with 
them. BCCI Chief revealed.
PODIUM CIRCUS: Groundsmen brought out the champions plac-
ard twice before being ordered to take it back. Hardik Pandya 
jumped on stage fi rst to take selfi es, joined by the rest of the team. 
Suryakumar Yadav mentioned that the “champions board” was 
taken away in front of them.

IMAGINARY TROPHY: 
Suryakumar Yadav and his 
men hold up invisible silver-
ware, mocking the farce. The 
photos fl ood social media, with 
players adding trophy emojis as 
a dig at Naqvi.
CAPTAINS’ TAKE: Suryakumar 
blasted the ACC, saying “I have 
never seen a champion team be-
ing denied a trophy.” Salman 
Ali Agha, the Pakistan captain, 
blamed Suryakumar Yadav too 
and said India didn’t pay respect 
to the sport.
BCCI HITS BACK: Secretary 
Devajit Saikia called the move 
“unsportsmanlike” and vowed 
to raise the matter at the ICC 
conference in November.
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Congratulations 
to Team India on 
winning the Asia 
Cup This triumph 
is not just about 
lifting the trophy, 

it's about courage, belief and playing 
for the fl ag Special congratulations 
to Tilak, who showed maturity 
beyond years and proved that big 
stages are for brave hearts. This 
victory belongs to each and every 
member of the squad
VVS LAXMAN

What a nerve-
wracking game, 
truly befi tting a fi nal! 
India vs Pakistan, the 
stage doesn't get any 
bigger than this and 

Tilak Verma lit it up Simply outstanding 
knock, holding the innings together under 
huge pressure and showing unbelievable 
maturity, then fi nishing it off with Shivam 
Dube in grand style @imkuldeep18 brilliant 
with the ball and @IamSanjuSamson 
steady as always
YUVRAJ SINGH

Tilak Varma 
just played a 
Virat Kohli–
like knock 
against 
Pakistan, 

that too in a fi nal. Calm, composed, 
and clutch under pressure, easily 
the best innings of his career so 
far! Best innings of Tilak Varma's 
career. Gap between India & 
Pakistan is huge. India is way 
ahead
IRFAN PATHAN

Well done India 
on a great nite 
..under pressure a 
much better team 
with the ball and 
then with the bat .. 
These young boys 
are brilliant
SOURAV GANGULY 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Sept 29: Ojasvi 
Thakur won the gold medal to 
lead India's all-podium fi nish in 
the 10m air rifl e women's event 
at the ISSF Junior World Cup 
as Hrudya Shri Kondur and 
Shambhavi Kshirsagar secured 
silver and bronze, respectively, 
here Monday.
     Ojasvi Thakur emerged as 
the champion with a score of 
252.7, fi ring two brilliant 10.9s 
on her 8th and 16th shots to seal 
the gold. 
      Hrudya Shri fi nished second 
with score of 250.2, while quali-
fi cation leader Shambhavi com-
pleted the all-India podium with 
229.4 at Karni Singh Shooting 
Range. 
      In the men's 10m air rifl e fi -
nal, India's Himanshu, who had 
topped qualifi cation with 633.7, 
kept his form intact to clinch 
gold with a superb 250.9. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Al Ain (UAE), Sept 29: Young 
Indian racer Atiqa Mir tore 
through the fi eld to secure a 
well deserved podium in the fi -
nal of RMC Invitational karting 
event at Al Ain Raceway here.

In qualifying, 10-year-old 
Atiqa was on course to fi nish 
on pole but had to settle for sec-
ond place by just one tenth of a 

second due to traffi c on her lap.
Starting on the outside row is 

a disadvantage here and due to 
that, the Akcel GP driver end-
ed the heats in fourth place and 
in the pre-fi nal she got involved 
in an accident that pushed her 
back to eighth place.

Starting from eighth on the 
grid for the fi nal Sunday, Atiqa 
put up a storming drive, pass-
ing fi ve cars to fi nish third.

The Dubai-based driver is 
the fi rst Indian to be fi nancial-
ly and technically sup-
ported by Formula 1, 
through its F1 Acade-
my DYD program.

Atiqa's podium ex-
tended her stellar run of 
late, having fi nished fourth 
in a round of Champions of 
the Future Academy (COFTA) 
in Slovakia and on top of the 
podium in DAMC series earlier 
this month. "I wish I didnt have 
the crash in Pre Final which put 
me back in 8th place. Starting 

so far back I knew I had to be 
aggressive on the fi rst two laps. 
I made up fi ve places by Lap 2 
but by then the leader had al-
ready pulled out a gap. I wanted 
to win this one but had to settle 
for third place," said Atiqa re-
fl ecting on her weekend.

Atiqa's father Asif Na-
zir Mir, who is India's 

fi rst National Kart-
ing champion, was 
pleased with her 
daughter's effort con-
sidering the chal-
lenges involved.

Trailblazer Atiqa: Young Indian racer shines on global stage
10-YEAR-OLD PRODIGY PRODUCES STELLAR 

DRIVE FOR PODIUM FINISH IN UAE

YOUNG GUNS 
DOMINATE WC
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New Delhi, Sept 29: India pa-
ra-athlete Rinku Hooda made 
history for Indian javelin, win-
ning a gold medal with a meet 
record to boot in the men's F46 
event in the 2025 World Para 
Athletics Championships at 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadi-
um here Monday. Rinku led a 
1-2 for the hosts as compatriot 
Sundar Singh Gurjar claimed 
the silver medal.  

The night could have been 
even better for the hosts if Ajeet 
Singh had had a good day. Un-
fortunately, he fi nished fourth.

In the lead-up to the event, 
there were signs it was going 
to be an unforgettable event, 
particularly for Rinku, who 
set a new championship record 
with 66.37 on his fourth throw. 
His family and friends were in 
attendance, part of a strong, 
raucous crowd. Things were 
indeed building up to all intents 
and purposes.

“I’m so thankful to my sup-
porters and my family. Their 

presence encouraged me a great 
deal. It was my day, everything 
went my way, from conditions 
to everything else,” Rinku en-
thused after his gold.

Many years ago, when Rinku 
lost his arm in a farming equip-
ment accident, his family would 
not have thought there would be 
a day when he would be an inter-
national star, the cynosure of all 
eyes. “That was a dark day for 
us. When he lost his arm, the 
whole village -- Dhamar, close 
to Rohtak in Haryana -- fell into 
a sad silence for weeks. For us, 
it was the end of the world, but 
life surprises you when you see 
where he has reached today,” 
Wazir Singh Hooda, Rinku’s 
uncle, said Monday.

Born to a farming family 
at Dhamar village on the out-
skirts of Haryana's Rohtak, 
Rinku's left arm got stuck in a 
paddy-sowing machine while 
playing on his father's farmland 
when he was just three. He does 
not remember the incident but 
was told about that by his par-
ents when he was eight.

From losing his hand to turning 
heads, Rinku comes a long way

The para-athlete beats world record holder 
compatriot Gurjar for men's javelin throw gold

INDIVER SAIRAM, WILLSON SING CLINCH DIVING BRONZE IN ASIAN AQUATICS

Historic bronze for India in diving
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Ahmedabad, Sept 29: In a 
historic fi rst, India's Indiv-
er Sairam and Willson Sing 
Ningthoujam bagged the 10m 
men's synchronized diving 
bronze medal on day two of the 
11th Asian Aquatics Champion-
ships here Monday. 

The Indian divers have never 
managed to clinch a medal in 
the past editions of this presti-
gious event, and the feat here 
has put them in strong conten-
tion to earn a berth for next 
year's Asian Games in Nagoya, 
Japan.

The 18-year-old Sairam and 
the 32-year-old Willson Sing, 
both from Manipur, train at the 
Army Sports Institute (ASI) in 
Pune. 

They scored a brilliant 300.66 
points to bag the bronze, fi nish-

ing behind China's Zhangyu 
Cui, Zhanhong Xu (381.75) 
and Malaysia's Bertrand Rho-
dict Lises, Enrique M. Harold 
(329.73). 

Speaking about the med-
al-winning dive, the duo's coach 
Shannon Roy from Australia, 
said, “I've been working with 
them for the past two years 

and honestly, they were quite 
behind the rest of the world 
and Asia. 

“But over the last six months, 
we've really put a focus on the 
synchronised events, platform 
and 3m springboard events. 
We've spent a lot of time on a 
couple of camps overseas, in 
Malaysia, and World Champi-
onships in Singapore.” 

In swimming, as many as 12 
Indian swimmers made it to the 
fi nal of their respective events 
and two relay teams also en-
tered the fi nal. 

However, only Kushagra 
Rawat won a bronze medal in 
the 1500m freestyle. 

He stopped the clock at 
15:30.88 while Huy Hoang Nguy-
en of Vietnam clinched the gold 
with a time of 15:15.01 and Ilya 
Sibirtsev of Uzbekistan won 
silver at 15:23.35.
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