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Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: The 
Election Commission Monday 
announced that the bypoll to 
the Nuapada Assembly con-
stituency will be held Novem-
ber 11.

Addressing a presser here, 
Chief Electoral Offi cer (CEO) 
RS Gopalan said that the re-
sults of the byelection will be 
announced November 14.

He said a formal gazette no-
tifi cation for the bypoll will be 
issued October 13.

“Candidates can fi le their 
nominations on or before Oc-
tober 20, while the nomination 
papers will be scrutinised Oc-
tober 22. The entire election 
process will be completed by 
November 16,” the CEO added.

Gopalan said that the mod-
el code of conduct (MCC) will 
come into force with immediate 
effect in Nuapada district.

Candidates with criminal an-
tecedents are required to pub-
lish information in this regard 
in newspapers and through 
television channels on three 
occasions during the campaign 
period, he said.

Similarly, political parties 
are also required to publish 
information about criminal 
background of its candidates 
thrice, the CEO said.

He said, “The constituency 
has an electorate of 2,48,256, 

including 1,26,132 lakh female 
voters. However, the fi nal elec-
toral roll will be published by 
October 10.”

There are 2,007 electors aged 
above 85 years and their votes 
will be collected from their 
doorstep through postal ballot, 
he said.

A total of 358 polling stations 
will be set up for the bypoll.

“The polling booths will be 
set up in such a manner that 

no booth will have more than 
1,200 voters,” he added.

The CEO said that webcasting 
will be conducted in all booths 
across Nuapada during the by-
poll. Adequate number of elec-
tronic voting machines (EVMs) 
and VVPATs have been made 
available in the constituency.

Electors will not be able to 
take their cellphones inside 
the polling booths while casting 
their votes. Dedicated facilities 
will be made to store the mobile 
phones of the voters outside the 
polling booths. Only the polling 
offi cer can take a mobile phone 
inside the booth, he added.

The byelection to the Nua-
pada Assembly constituency 
was necessitated by the death 
of MLA Rajendra Dholakia Sep-
tember 8 due to health-related 
issues.

Dholakia was a four-time 
MLA from Nuapada seat, hav-
ing been elected to the state 
Assembly in 2004, 2009, 2019 
and 2024.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Opposition spreads 
lies. We pay crores for 
votes, not steal them

Aneet’s confession Everest blizzard Gold price soars Triple gold for Pramod 
Actor Aneet Padda admits 
she sent cold emails to 50–70 
production houses during the 
Covid-19 pandemic

 

One hiker was killed while 137 
others, stranded after a blizzard 
on the Tibetan slopes of Mt 
Everest, were rescued Monday

Gold price skyrockets by `9,700 
to scale a fresh peak of `1,30,300, 
amid safe heaven purchase 
in overseas markets

Pramod Bhagat continues his 
outstanding form at the 1st Abia 
Para Badminton International 2025, 
securing three gold medals
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PREVENTING FLARE-UP

Security personnel patrol in Dargha Bazaar area of Cuttack, Monday, after 25 people including policemen were injured in violent clashes that broke out over some disputes during Durga idol 
immersion  PHOTO: MANOJ KUMAR JENA

REUTERS

Stockholm, Oct 6: American 
scientists Mary Brunkow, 
Fred Ramsdell and Shimon 
Sakaguchi from Japan won 
the 2025 Nobel Prize in Physi-
ology or Medicine Monday for 
their discoveries in peripher-
al immune tolerance, creating 
openings for possible new au-
toimmune disease and cancer 
treatments.

This year’s prize “relates 
to how we keep our immune 
system under control so we 
can fi ght all imaginable mi-
crobes and still avoid auto-
immune disease”, said Marie 
Wahren-Herlenius, a rheuma-
tology professor at the Karo-
linska Institute.

Speaking to reporters out-
side his university laboratory, 
Sakaguchi said, “I feel it is a 

tremendous honour.”
The winners for medicine 

are selected by the Nobel As-
sembly of Sweden’s Karolins-
ka Institute medical universi-
ty and receive a prize sum of 11 

million Swedish crowns ($1.2 
million), as well as a gold med-
al presented by Sweden’s king.

Brunkow is senior pro-
gramme manager at the In-
stitute for Systems Biology 

in Seattle, while Ramsdell is 
scientifi c adviser at Sonoma 
Biotherapeutics in San Fran-
cisco, which he co-founded. 
Sakaguchi is a professor 
at Osaka University in Ja-

pan.“Their discoveries have 
laid the foundation for a new 
fi eld of research and spurred 
the development of new treat-
ments, for example for cancer 
and autoimmune diseases,” 
the prize-awarding body said 
in a statement.

The laureates identifi ed so-
called regulatory T cells, which 
act as the immune system’s 
security guards that keep im-
mune cells from attacking our 
own body, it added.

After announcing the win-
ners, the institute’s Thomas 
Perlmann said he had only 
been able to break the news 
to one of the three, reaching 
Sakaguchi by phone at his lab.

“He sounded incredibly 
grateful, expressed that it was 
a fantastic honour and he was 
quite taken by the news,” add-
ed Perlmann.

3 share Medicine Nobel for immune discoveries
IN A NUTSHELL

Scientists’ work relates 
to ‘how we keep immune 
systems under control’

Work spurred 
development of 
treatments in areas such 
as cancer, autoimmune 
disease

Brunkow and Ramsdell 
based in the United 
States, Sakaguchi in 
Japan

Physics Nobel to be 
announced Tuesday

Bengal BJP MP, MLA 
hurt in mob attack
Nagrakata: West Bengal’s BJP MP 
Khagen Murmu and MLA Sankar 
Ghosh were injured in an attack 
by a mob during their visit to the 
fl ood and landslide-hit Dooars 
region in the northern part of the 
state, triggering a fresh political 
storm. Following the confrontation 
that took place in Nagrakata area 
of Jalpaiguri district, BJP accused 
the ruling Trinamool Congress 
of orchestrating the attack to 
silence dissent in the region calling 
the incident another example of 
“TMC’s jungle raj”.  P9
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Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi Monday launched projects 
worth over Rs 1,100 crore for 
Nuapada, hours before a bye-
lection was announced for the 
Assembly constituency.

He also announced upgrada-
tion of Khariar Road Notifi ed 
Area Council (NAC) into a mu-
nicipality, and the formation of 
two more NACs. The CM laid 
the foundation stone for proj-
ects worth about Rs 1,101 crore. 
A total of Rs 802 crore was an-
nounced for the development of 
irrigation in Nuapada and Rs 75 
crore for welfare projects.

Addressing a public meeting 

at Mini Stadium in Nuapada, he 
said that focus on the irrigation 
project indicated that the BJP 
government was committed to 
the welfare of farmers.

The CM also announced the 
establishment of seven new 
sub-registrar offi ces in the 
state, of which three are in Nu-
apada district.  MORE P3

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 6: In an un-
precedented incident, 71-year-
old lawyer Rakesh Kishore at-
tempted to hurl a shoe towards 
Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
BR Gavai in his courtroom in 
the Supreme Court Monday, 
prompting the Bar Council of 
India to suspend his licence.

As the attempt by the law-
yer, during court proceedings 
sparked widespread condem-
nation, PM Narendra Modi 
spoke to the CJI and said the 
attack was “reprehensible” and 
angered every Indian. “The at-
tack on him earlier today in the 
Supreme Court premises has an-
gered every Indian. There is no 
place for such reprehensible acts 
in our society. It is utterly con-
demnable,” Modi posted on X.

The CJI, who remained un-
fazed during the incident said, 
“Don’t get distracted by all this. 
We are not distracted. These 
things do not affect me.” The 
CJI-led bench was hearing the 
mentioning of cases by lawyers, 
when Kishore approached the 
dais, removed his shoe and tried 
to throw it towards the judges. 
Alert security personnel inter-
vened and foiled the bid. He was 
allowed to go by Delhi Police. P9

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 6: The Su-
preme Court Monday sought 
response from the Centre and 
Union Territory of Ladakh on 
a plea fi led by Sonam Wangc-
huk’s wife Gitanjali J Angmo 
challenging the climate activ-
ist’s detention under National 
Security Act (NSA), and seeking 
his immediate release.

However, a bench of Justices 
Aravind Kumar and NV An-
jaria refused to pass any order 
on providing grounds of deten-

tion to Wangchuk’s wife and 
posted the matter for hearing 
October 14. Wangchuk is lodged 
in Jodhpur jail in Rajasthan.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
appearing for Angmo, sought 
directions from the apex court 
that the grounds of detention 
should be served on her.

Solicitor General Tushar Me-
hta submitted that the grounds 
of detention have been served 
on the detenue. Mehta stated 
that there is no legal require-
ment for the grounds of deten-
tion to be given to the wife. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Oct 6: Eight people 
were arrested Monday in con-
nection with the violence in 
Cuttack, where a 12-hour bandh 
was held amid heavy security 
deployment with prohibitory 
orders in place, offi cials said.

Speaking to reporters, Com-
missioner of Police S Dev Datta 
Singh said three cases were reg-
istered and eight people were 
arrested in connection with 
Sunday’s attack on police by 
VHP activists.

“The situation is under con-
trol,” he said.

Senior police offi cer Amar-
enda Panda and Cuttack DCP 
Khilari Rishikesh Dnyandeo 
were among the 25 people in-
jured in the attack. Panda was 
admitted to the ICU of the SCB 
Medical College and Hospital, 
offi cials said.

Police said raids were con-
tinuing in different parts of 
the city after some of the “mis-
chief mongers” were identifi ed 
through CCTV footage.

Clashes broke out in the 
early hours of Saturday near 
Haathi Pokhari in the Daragh-
abazar area as locals objected 
to loud music being played in 
immersion processions. What 
started as an argument soon es-
calated, leading to the hurling 
of stones and glass bottles. Six 
people, including Dnyandeo, 
were injured in the clashes.

Meanwhile, the suspension 
of internet services has been 
extended till 7pm October 7, 
according to a notifi cation is-
sued by the Home department 
Monday. The suspension will 
be effective in areas under 
the Cuttack Municipal Corpo-
ration, CDA area, and the 42 
Mouza region.

Lawyer tries to 
hurl shoe at CJI

French PM steps down
Paris: Just a day after naming 
his government and after less 
than a month in offi ce, France’s 
new Prime Minister Sebastien 
Lecornu resigned Monday, owing 
to widespread criticism regarding 
his choice of ministers in the new 
Cabinet. The French presidency 
said in a statement that President 
Emmanuel Macron has accepted 
his resignation. Lecornu’s choice 
of ministers had been criticised 
across the political spectrum, 
particularly his decision to bring 
back former fi nance minister 
Bruno Le Maire to serve at the 
Defence ministry.  P10

BIHAR POLLS NOV 6, 11

E
lections to 243-member Bihar Assembly will be held in two phases – No-
vember 6 and 11, while the counting of votes will be conducted November 
14, CEC Gyanesh Kumar announced Monday. The entire election process 

will be completed by November 16. “Bihar elections will be held in two phases 
November 6 and 11. Counting of votes will be done November 14,” Kumar 
said at a press conference. “It is mandatory to complete counting of postal 
ballots before the last two rounds of counting of votes,” he added. While 121 
Assembly constituencies will go to the polls in the fi rst phase, voting will be 
held in 122 constituencies in the second phase.  MORE P9

Wangchuk detention: SC notice to Centre

CM unveils `1,100cr projects

Eight arrested for 
Cuttack violence

SHORT TAKES

Nuapada bypoll Nov 11
HIGHLIGHTS

Nuapada constituency 
has an electorate of 
2,48,256. However, the 
fi nal electoral roll will be 
published by October 10

A total of 358 polling 
stations will be set up 
for the bypoll

Electors will not be able 
to take their mobile 
phones inside the polling 
booths

CM Mohan Charan Majhi during Nuapada visit

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Oct 6: A senior 
lawyer and BJP leader Pita-
bas Panda was shot dead here 
Monday night, triggering shock 
and unrest in the Silk City. The 
incident drew strong reactions 
from the legal fraternity.

Police ar-
rived at the 
scene and 
launched an 
investiga-
tion. Upon 
receiving the 
news, Trans-
port Minister 
Bibhuti Bhu-
shan Jena visited the MKCG 
Medical College and Hospital 
to console Panda’s family.

According to reports, around 
9pm, Panda was near his resi-
dence in Baikuntha Nagar when 
two assailants wearing helmets 
arrived on a motorcycle and 
opened fi re. He was shot in the 
chest and collapsed at the spot. 
He was rushed to MKCG Medi-
cal College and Hospital, where 
doctors pronounced him dead.

Panda was a member of the 
State Bar Council and a leader 
of the saffron party in Ganjam 
district. Earlier, he had served 
as a member of the Pradesh 
Congress and as the district 
president of the Labour Union.

Following his death, min-
ister Jena, along with several 
BJP leaders and workers, and 
members of the Ganjam Law-
yers’ Association, visited MK-
CG Medical College to pay their 
last respect.

BJP leader gunned 
down in Berhampur



Mumbai: Saiyaara fame Aneet 
Padda’s journey into acting was 

never just a hobby—it was a calling. 
Yet, the path to pursuing her 

passion was anything but straight-
forward. Adolescence brought self-doubt, 

compounded by a lack of encouragement 
from friends and even her father, who 
had once dreamed of acting himself. 
“For the longest time, I told myself 
‘you are so silly for even wanting to 
do anything about this’. I stopped 
dreaming for a while,” Padda ad-
mits, refl ecting on the moments she 
nearly let go of her aspirations.

At 17, however, she resolved 
to take control. With a mixture 
of determination and humour, 
Aneet began practising lines 
with friends—though she soon 
realised she had the strongest 
creative chemistry with herself. 
Her persistence led her down 
the often confusing rabbit hole 
of online auditions. “I ended 
up on shady websites that 
were basically scams,” she 
laughs, recalling the early 
days of her pursuit. During 
the pandemic, Padda sent 
cold emails to 50–70 pro-
duction houses, often 
attaching “horrible 
biodata and Snap-
chat fi lter pictures.” 
Through trial and 
error, she learned 
the crucial role 
casting agencies 
play in negoti-
ating opportun-
ities for aspir-
ing actors.

Speaking 
of the profes-
sional front, the 
young actress 
is reportedly 
headlining the 
next instalment 
of Maddock’s 
horror-com-
edy universe, 
Shakti Shalini, 
replacing Kiara 
Advani.

AGENCIES

According to Ganesha, it's 
a good day for long term 
and real estate investments. 
It may lead to benefi ts and profi ts in 
long run. Sit back, relax and enjoy the 
pleasures of life before you miss out on 
them. Welcome all the opportunities with 
open arms.

The wheel of fortune turns 
towards you today, says 
Ganesha. Make a wish and 
it's bound to come true. However don't 
be over-confi dent when it comes to 
decision-making. In case of disappoint-
ments, 'this too shall pass' would be the 
best remedy.

Overcome with feelings, you 
may take decisions that may 
stand in the way of success. 
Don't let your sentiments ruin your future 
prospects because the damage done will 
be beyond repair, warns Ganesha. Today, 
there are also chances that your down-to-
earth nature and amiable approach will 
win the hearts of many. 

You will be on a spending 
spree today. But, make sure 
that your desire to enjoy life 
doesn't burn a hole in your pocket. Watch 
your words and steps, as people are ob-
serving your every move. You have put all 
of your eggs in one basket, so make sure 
that you don't mess up and lose every-
thing that you have, advises Ganesha.

Today your professional and 
love life will cause worry. You 
will want to be emotionally 
balanced but you may not fi nd the time 
to sort things out. Long sightedness 
and open discussions will help resolve 
matters easily.

Ganesha says you will be 
able to show your love and 
appreciation for your beloved. Small 
issues will crop up and keep you tensed 
and uncomfortable today. Just remem-
ber good days and old memories and life 
will seem good again. It is essential to 
have confi dence in yourself if you want to 
go ahead in life and be happy.
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HOLLYWOOD STILL DOMINATED 
BY MEN, FEELS JULIA ROBERTS

TAYLOR SWIFT WON’T 
TRAVEL TO SPACE

Oscar-winning actress Julia Roberts feels Hol-
lywood is a male-dominated environment after 
all her years in the fi lm industry. Roberts said 
that she can relate to her character Alma Imhoff 
in the new movie After the Hunt, who claims she 
had to be successful in a “deeply misogynist” 
world to become a professor at Yale University.

Space travel may seem to be the next big 
step in mainstream tourism but, pop icon 
Taylor Swift is not really excited about the 
idea of going into space. The singer insists 
there is no reason why she should travel 
to space as she fi nds it so ‘scary’, reports 
Female First UK.
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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Mumbai: Bollywood actor Saif Ali Khan 
addressed his experiences of working 
alongside intimate partners and explained 
why he believes such collaborations 
often do not go smoothly. In a recent 
conversation with Esquire India, Saif, 
who shared the screen with his wife 
Kareena Kapoor Khan in a number of 
fi lms, said that collaborating with “wives 
and girlfriends” is rarely a good creative 
formula.

Over time, Saif said he real-
ized his working style thrives 
on “healthy competition, 

riffi ng off his co-stars.” 
“That’s why working 
with wives and girl-
friends is not a good 
idea,” he noted.

Though Saif 
has acted with 

Kareena in fi lms 
such as LOC Kargil

(2003), Omkara (2006), 
Tashan (2008), Kurbaan
(2009), Agent Vinod (2012), 

and Roadside Romeo (voiceover, 2008), he 
points out that he never shared a project 

with his ex-wife Amrita Singh.
Looking forward, Saif had pre-

viously told Pinkvilla that any fu-
ture joint venture with Kareena 
would need to be director-driven. 
He said, “It will have to be a dir-
ector who casts us, not because 

we are husband and wife, but just 
as actors or casts us against 

type. It will require a lot 
of imagination from 

somebody – they must 
get it absolutely right 
and also think out of 
the box for it to be 
interesting for both 
of us. Kareena and 
I are both work-
ing people, and I 
think to keep life 
interesting, it is 

nice to work with 
other people and live 

nicely together.” AGENCIES
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Mumbai: 
Shraddha 
Kapoor 
recently 
turned 
heads 
on so-
cial 
media 
by shar-
ing a set 
of radi-
ant, sun-
drenched 
pictures accom-
panied by a cheeky 
message that left fans specu-
lating about the identity of the person 
behind the lens.

Posting her weekend snapshots on 
Instagram, Shraddha captioned them, 
“Kuch zyaada lucky nahi ho gaya 
photo kheenchne vaala,” followed by a 
laughing emoji. The gesture didn’t go 
unnoticed as many took the caption and 
her affectionate tone as a playful nod to-
ward someone close.

Rumours linking Shraddha to Rahul 
Mody have circulated for months. While 
neither of them has offi cially confi rmed 
their relationship, fans have often noticed 
Shraddha sharing posts with cryptic captions 
and even spotted her wearing an “R” pendant, 
which many believe hints at her rumoured 
beau.

On the professional front, Shraddha is slated 
to collaborate with director Laxman Utekar on a 
period drama produced by Dinesh Vijan’s 
team, expected to commence 
fi lming by November. 
Additionally, she has 
inked a multi-fi lm deal 
with Ektaa Kapoor and 
is attached to a drama 
project with Rahi Anil 
Barve, known for his 
work on Tumbbad.

As fans gush over 
her latest sunlit 
pics and cryp-
tic caption, all 
eyes remain on 
whether the 
“lucky” pho-
tographer 
will be re-
vealed—or 
whether 
the mys-
tery 
will 
con-
tinue 
to 
spark 
specu-
lation.
AGENCIES
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Today, you need to take hold 
of your emotions. Ganesha 
urges you to get carried away by your 
feelings. Instead, you should try to main-
tain a practical, sensible frame of mind. 
Women are like to feature prominently 
in your life during the day. Try to be 
magnanimous and open hearted. 

An extremely profi table and 
progressive day awaits you. 
You may come into a hand-
some inheritance. Your responsibilities 
will increase along with a possible pro-
motion at work. However, do not let your 
success go to your head, says Ganesha.

You have to let go of your 
stubborn and obstinate 
streak. You will need to com-
promise according to the situation. If you 
do not have such an attitude, arguments 
and confrontations with your business 
partners, friends and family members are 
possible. You do not like delays, however 
you will be forced to postpone important 
events, says Ganesha.

Ganesha advises you to 
watch your back today. 
However, he wants to make it clear 
that you may be at the receiving end of 
others' actions. Anyway, your cautious 
and watchful approach will save you from 
needless discomfi ture. In short, life will 
teach you priceless and precious lessons 
today, predicts Ganesha.

Today people will actually 
drag you into altercations, 
so fl ash the peace sign if 
you must. You may face some sort of 
legal troubles from peace-loving groups. 
Therefore, Ganesha advises you to 
meditate, take a walk or just seek out the 
company of your near and dear ones.

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

    

Aneet on her
cold emails Mumbai: Actress Sharvari has 

signed the dotted lines to star oppos-
ite Ahaan Panday in fi lmmaker Ali 
Abbas Zafar’s upcoming yet-untitled 
action romance. 

 A source close to the agency con-
fi rmed the news: “With Saiyaara cre-
ating history at the box offi ce, Ahaan 
Panday is today, the biggest Gen Z 
male actor of our country. Sharvari 
was also a part of a Rs. 100 crore 
blockbuster Munjya.”

The source added: “You have two 
fantastic actors who have proved 
that sheer acting talent can pull 
people to theatres.”

As per the source: “This ex-
cites big fi lm-makers like Ali 
Abbas Zafar to make a young 
fi lm that has romance at its 
core but 
is also 
an 

action 
entertainer. After dec-
ades, you have debutants 
and young actors with 
box offi ce credibility.”

The source said that it is fresh, it 
is new and it is really exciting to see 
youngsters on screen today.

“Ali has two of the best actors with 
him now for his vision to create a 
young action romance that is rooted 
in its emotions.”

The yet untitled 
fi lm will be the 
fi fth collabora-
tion of Aditya 

Chopra and Ali 
Abbas Zafar af-
ter Mere Broth-
er Ki Dulhan, 

Gunday, 
Sultan, 
and Tiger 
Zinda 
Hai.

IANS

Sharvari teams 
up with Ahaan

Saif gets candid

lm that has romance at its
ore but
s also
an

action

You are quick-witted, sharp 
and artistic to the core, says 
Ganesha, so you may go 
ahead and enrapture people with your 
special abilities, perhaps at a social gath-
ering. However, Ganesha says it would be 
better if you could conserve some of that 
enthusiasm in order to focus your atten-
tion on issues of greater importance.
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WELCOMING GODDESS 
OF FORTUNE

Laxmi puja begins 
at Saheed Nagar 
in Bhubaneswar, 

Monday

PNN & AGENCIES

Cuttack, Oct 6: Eight peo-
ple were arrested Monday in 
connection with the violence 
in Cuttack, where a 12-hour 
bandh was underway amid 
heavy security deployment 
with prohibitory orders in 
place, offi cials said.

Speaking to reporters, Com-
missioner of Police S Dev Datta 
Singh said three cases were reg-
istered and eight people were 
arrested in connection with 
Sunday’s attack on police by 
Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) 
activists.

“The situation is under con-
trol,” he said.

Senior police offi cer Amar-
enda Panda and Cuttack DCP 
Khilari Rishikesh Dnyandeo 
were among the 25 people in-
jured in the attack. Panda was 
admitted to the ICU of the SCB 
Medical College and Hospital 
(SCBMCH), offi cials said.

Police said raids were con-
tinuing in different parts of 
the Millennium City after 
some of the ‘mischief mon-
gers’ were identified through 
CCTV footage.

Clashes broke out in the 
early hours of Saturday near 
Haathi Pokhari in Dargha 
Bazar area as locals objected 
to loud music being played in 
immersion processions. What 
started as an argument soon es-
calated, leading to the hurling 
of stones and glass bottles.

Six people, including 
Dnyandeo, were injured in the 
clashes.

Alleging that the police failed 
to stop the attack on the proces-

sions, the VHP called a 12-hour 
bandh Monday.

On Sunday, a motorcycle ral-
ly by VHP activists in support 
of the bandh was stopped by 
the police when they reached 
the trouble-torn area, leading 
to a fresh bout of violence. The 
VHP activists hurled stones 
at the police, who used lathi 
charge, tear gas shells and 
rubber bullets to bring the sit-
uation under control. 

Several shops in the Gourish-
ankar Park area were allegedly 
set on fi re during the violence.

The bandh, which began at 
6am, evoked a mixed response 
but remained incident-free.

Government offi ces and edu-
cational institutions were func-
tioning with thin attendance. 
Markets and petrol pumps re-
mained open, and public trans-

port was available on the road, 
but less than usual due to the 
slew of restrictions imposed by 
the police.

ACP Narasingha Bhol said 
1,800 personnel of Odisha Police 
have been deployed along with 
around 800 personnel of the 
Central Armed Police Forces, 
and Odisha Swift Action Force 
in the Silver City.

Police patrols are continuing 
in sensitive areas, he said, add-
ing that restrictions have also 
been imposed on entry into the 
city.

“People from outside are not 
allowed entry into Cuttack city, 
except those working here and 
patients travelling to SCBMCH. 
Passenger buses are being 
stopped at the entry points. All 
the entry points of the city have 
been blocked to keep a check on 
the movement of anti-social el-
ements,” he said.

ADG (Law and Order) San-
jay Kumar said that there was 
no report of any untoward in-
cident, with all agencies on 
high alert.

He said senior offi cers are 
monitoring the situation on 
the fi eld, and directions have 
been issued for taking prompt 
action against anyone found 
taking the law into their hands.

The prohibitory orders were 
imposed for 36 hours till 10am 
Tuesday in 13 of the 20 police 
station areas of the city, offi -
cials said. Internet services 
were initially suspended for 24 
hours from 7pm Sunday and lat-
er till 7pm Tuesday to prevent 
any fl are-up, they said.

In a statement, the Odisha 
Police urged the people to ver-
ify information before sharing 
it on social media and to refrain 
from posting false and infl am-
matory content.

“Some individuals are cre-
ating an atmosphere of unrest 
in society by spreading fake 
news. Strict action will be taken 
against those who are spread-
ing and circulating false or mis-
leading information,” it said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: As Cut-
tack remained tense due to two 
consecutive clashes during 
and after goddess Durga idol 
immersion procession, senior 
BJP leader and local MP Bhar-
truhari Mahtab Monday said 
he had earlier cautioned the 
administration about potential 
trouble in the city.

Mahtab, a seven-time MP who 
was re-elected on a BJP ticket, 
said he had fl agged concerns 
about the release of certain 
people from jail with a record 
of ‘disturbance-creating habits’.

“Some people have a habit 
of creating disturbances. They 
should have been identifi ed. I 
had cautioned the administra-
tion earlier that such persons 
had been released from jail, 
and some others were provok-
ing them. I shared the informa-
tion with the administration I 
received,” Mahtab told a local 
television channel.

Two incidents of violence 
were reported in Cuttack’s Dar-
gha Bazar area between Friday 
and Sunday, leaving at least 31 
people injured, including 10 po-
lice personnel. The fi rst clash 
occurred on the intervening 
night of Friday and Saturday 
during the idol immersion pro-
cession, leaving six injured.

The second incident took 
place Sunday evening when 
police stopped a VHP bike rally 
from passing through the sensi-
tive area, resulting in stone-pelt-
ing. At least 25 people, including 
eight policemen, were injured 
in the second incident.

Cuttack DCP Khilari Rishi-
kesh Dnyandeo was injured on 
both occasions while trying to 
control the situation.

Mahtab said he believed the 
Odisha government was taking 
steps to restore peace.

“The government is taking 
utmost care to maintain peace, 
and most enlightened citizens 
have also appealed to both com-
munities,” he said.

Meanwhile, Odisha Pradesh 

Congress Committee (OPCC) 
president Bhakta Charan Das, 
in a post on X, accused the VHP 
of organising a rally without 
police permission and inciting 
violence.

“Cuttack Police Commission-
er S Deb Dutta Singh has shared 
crucial details: Rumours were 
deliberately spread claiming 
a death during the violence, 
which was completely untrue,” 
Das said.

He added, “The VHP organ-
ised a bike rally without police 
permission and when stopped, 
its members pelted stones at the 
police. Several offi cers were se-
riously injured. Around 25 peo-
ple were hurt. @DGPOdisha 
must investigate those planning 
to create communal tensions in 
our peaceful state.”

“Why were our brave police 
offi cers and innocent people at-
tacked by RSS and VHP goons 
in Cuttack? Why do they want 
to create unrest in our peace-
ful state? We will not let Odi-
sha become Gujarat or Uttar 
Pradesh,” he alleged. Law Min-
ister Prithiviraj Harichandan 
said prohibitory orders, includ-
ing a 36-hour-long curfew, were 
imposed to bring the situation 
under control.

“We will not let Cuttack’s nat-
ural lifestyle be disturbed. Such 
incidents will not be repeated. 
The situation will return to 
normal soon,” he told reporters.

Cuttack Mayor Subhash 
Singh said the law-and-order 
situation was under control and 
urged people to cooperate with 
the administration.

“False propaganda is be-
ing spread on social media. I 
appeal to all residents to help 
maintain peace,” he said. Con-
gress MLA from Barabati-Cut-
tack, Sofi a Firdous, condemned 
the violence and demanded 
strict action.

“The administration must 
identify the troublemakers 
and ensure justice. Cuttack’s 
tradition of ‘Bhaichara’ (broth-
erhood) must be preserved,” 
she said. 

CUTTACK VIOLENCE

8 held; internet suspension extended HAD CAUTIONED ADMIN: MAHTAB

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: The 
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) Mon-
day staged a protest in Bhu-
baneswar demanding a CBI 
probe into alleged irregulari-
ties in the recruitment of police 
sub-inspectors (SIs) in Odisha.

The written examination for 
recruitment of SIs was post-
poned by the Odisha Police 
Recruitment Board (OPRB) af-
ter Berhampur police arrested 
several people, including 114 
aspirants, from Odisha-Andhra 
Pradesh border September 30.

Police said the candidates 
were allegedly on their way to 
an undisclosed location in the 
neighbouring state for ‘special 
coaching’ ahead of the exam 
scheduled for October 5-6.

According to police sources, 
each candidate had allegedly 
agreed to pay Rs 25 lakh for 
one SI post, with Rs 10 lakh 
paid in advance and the re-
maining Rs 15 lakh to be paid 
after appointment.

Holding banners, posters and 
placards and raising slogans 
against the BJP government in 
the state, hundreds of BJD mem-
bers took out a protest march 
from Master Canteen to Lower 
PMG demanding a CBI probe in-
to the alleged recruitment scam.

When the BJD members tried 
to break barricades, police pre-
vented them from moving for-
ward leading to a scuffl e among 
the protestors and the security 
personnel.

Several BJD leaders and 
workers have been detained, a 

police offi cer said.
Alleging that the state gov-

ernment was playing with the 
future of youths, BJD leader 
Pritiranjan Gharai demanded 
that the government hand over 
the case to the Central agency 
to give justice to students and 
youths.

“The BJP government has 
asked the Crime Branch (CB) 
to investigate the case so as to 
protect the big names involved 
in the scam,” he alleged.

Alleging that many senior 
government offi cials are in-
volved in the scam, BJD women 
wing president Snehangini Ch-
huria claimed that each SI post 
was ‘sold for Rs 25 lakh’.

“Not just SI posts, all job re-
cruitments during the BJP re-
gime were sold. It has now be-
come a ‘cash-for-job’ situation 
in Odisha, which is unfortunate 
and condemnable,” she alleged.

BJD youth wing president 
Chinmaya Sahu said, “It was 
an organised recruitment scam. 
Even the police department is 
involved in it. Only a CBI probe 
can expose the whole scam.”

Responding to the allegations, 
BJP Yuva Morcha president 
Abhilash Panda referred to a 
2022 job fraud case in Balasore 
during the BJD government’s 
tenure. “Three years ago, Bal-
asore police had detained sever-
al job aspirants along with the 
middlemen. However, all the 
candidates were allowed to go. 
But, this time, police arrested 
all candidates involved in the ir-
regularities of SI recruitment,” 
he said.

BJD demands CBI probe 
into SI recruitment scam

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi Monday reaffi rmed his gov-
ernment’s commitment to en-
suring balanced development 
across all regions of the state.

“The Odisha government is 
equally focused on the progress 
of both remote and developed 
areas,” Majhi said while ad-
dressing a public meeting in 
western Odisha’s Nuapada, 
where he announced 957 proj-
ects worth over Rs 1,100 crore.

“For years, people in back-
ward and remote areas have 
complained of regional dispar-
ity. Our government is ensur-
ing that every region receives 
equal attention,” he said.

Majhi said Western Odisha 
Development Council has been 
strengthened with enhanced 
funding and separate devel-
opment councils for northern 
and southern Odisha will also 
be established soon.

The CM also said that in-
dustrial development in every 
district was being prioritised 
to ensure balanced growth 
across the state.

Responding to a longstand-
ing local demand, Majhi an-
nounced that Khariar Road has 
been declared a municipality, 
while Komna block has been 
granted NAC (Notifi ed Area 
Council) status.

Similarly, Sinapali NAC 
has been formed by merging 
Sinapali and Godal gram pan-
chayats. 

It was Majhi’s third visit to 
Nuapada. Earlier, he had at-
tended the Maraguda Mahot-
sav in April and inaugurated 
projects worth Rs 320 crore. 
With Monday’s announcement, 
he has launched projects worth 
Rs 1,420 crore for the district.

Reiterating his govern-
ment’s concern for kendu leaf 
pluckers, the CM said he per-
sonally attended the recent 
GST Council meeting and pro-
posed a reduction in GST on 
kendu leaves. “Acting on this, 
the Central government, led by 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, reduced the GST rate from 

18 per cent to 5 per cent, ben-
efi ting millions of kendu leaf 
workers across the country,” 
Majhi said.

The CM also announced that 
sub-registrar offi ces will be 
opened in all tehsils across the 
state. Of the 317 tehsils, 210 al-
ready have such offi ces, while 
the remaining 107 will soon 
be covered. In the fi rst phase, 
new sub-registrar offi ces have 
been opened in seven tehsils – 
three in Nuapada and four in 
Malkangiri.

Highlighting the district’s 
performance in welfare pro-
grammes, the chief minister 

said 1.55 lakh women have 
benefi ted from the Subhadra 
Yojana, and 2,548 families are 
receiving houses under the 
Antyodaya scheme. Nuapada 
has also been declared a sin-
gle-use plastic-free district, 
and under the ‘plant a tree for 
a girl child’ initiative, newborn 
girls and their parents are be-
ing honoured.

He added that Nuapada 
ranks fi rst in the state by em-
ploying over 60,000 workers 
daily under MGNREGA.

The public grievance redres-
sal programme, Majhi said, has 
also been extended to the pan-

chayat level.
Health and Family Welfare 

Minister Mukesh Mahaling, 
School and Mass Education 
and ST & SC Development 
Minister Nityananda Gond, 
and Panchayati Raj and 
Drinking Water Minister Rabi 
Narayan Naik also addressed 
the gathering.

Opposition BJD, meanwhile, 
strongly criticised the chief 
minister’s visit to Nuapada and 
announcement of development 
projects just a few hours before 
the implementation of the Mod-
el Code of Conduct.

“The CM is busy in the elec-
tion campaign at Nuapada 
even as heavy rainfall has af-
fected other parts of the state,” 
BJD vice president Sanjay Das 
Burma told reporters here.

BJD women wing president 
Snehangini Chhuria claimed 
that former CM Naveen Pat-
naik had earlier declared Sina-
pali as NAC.

“There is a smell of politics 
in deleting Sinapali’s name 
in the fi rst phase of the list of 
NACs and adding it now,” she 
said, adding that Nuapada was 
made a district in 1993 by Biju 
Patnaik.

BJD leaders from Bhu-
baneswar have been camping 
in Nuapada and state Congress 
president Bhakta Charan Das 
also addressed a ‘Nyay Sam-
avesh’ there Monday.

No political party, howev-
er, has so far announced the 
names of candidates for the 
upcoming bypoll.

CM FOR BALANCED DEVPT OF ALL REGIONS

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: BJD 
supremo Naveen Patnaik Mon-
day condoled the death of six 
people in a blaze at a hospital 
in Jaipur.

At least six patients died 
in a massive fi re at an ICU of 
state-run Sawai Man Singh 
(SMS) Hospital in the Rajas-
than capital, offi cials said 
Monday.

Patnaik, the Leader of Op-
position in Odisha Assembly, 
said in a post on X, “Deeply 
saddened to know about the 
loss of precious lives in a 
fi re accident at Sawai Man 
Singh Hospital in #Jaipur, 
Rajasthan. My thoughts and 
prayers are with the grieving 
families during this diffi cult 
time. Praying for the swift 
recovery of those who have 
sustained injuries.”

JAIPUR HOSPITAL 
BLAZE: NAVEEN
CONDOLES DEATHS

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: Odisha 
successfully disposed of 8,832 
cases out of 13,527 referred by 
taluka courts, district courts, 
and the HC during a 90-day 
mediation drive, offi cials said 
Monday.

According to the Orissa HC, 
of the 8,832 cases disposed of, 
890 were successfully settled. 
The drive aimed to reduce 
pending cases across all talu-
ka courts, district courts, and 
the HC.

The National Legal Services 
Authority (NALSA), in associ-
ation with the Mediation and 
Conciliation Project Commit-
tee (MCPC) of the Supreme 
Court, launched the special 
campaign titled ‘Mediation 
for the nation’ from July 1 to 
September 30.

During this campaign, 15 
categories of cases were iden-
tifi ed for mediation, including 
matrimonial disputes, accident 
claims, domestic violence, 
cheque bounce, commercial 
disputes, service matters, 
criminal compoundable cases, 
consumer disputes, debt recov-
ery, partition, land acquisition, 
arbitration, labour cases, and 
other civil cases.

These were referred to all 
30 district court mediation 
centres and the HC mediation 
centre in the state.

Odisha disposes
of 8,832 cases

Otherwise busy Badambadi area in Cuttack wears a deserted look, Monday

Commuters being questioned as 
they travel amid curfew

Heavy deployment of security 
personnel in Dargha Bazar area
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

32.9° 31.4°
25.4° 24.6°
90% 87%

3.0mm Nil

FORECAST

Light to 
moderate 
rain very

likely

MARKET WATCH

GOLD   `120,215   `210

SILVER `147,622   `187

DOLLAR  88.90   0.02

EURO     103.95   0.54

SENSEX 81790.12    582.95

NIFTY     25077.65   183.40

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: The 
Centre of Indian Trade Unions 
(CITU) Khurda district commit-
tee Monday staged a protest ral-
ly and demonstration at Master 
Canteen Square, opposing the 
state government’s recent move 
to extend labourers’ daily work-
ing hours from eight to ten.

Leaders including Suresh 
Panigrahi, Pradeepta Nayak, 
Pushpa Das, Ramesh Jena, Sa-
tyananda Behera, and Shailesh 
Baliyarsingh took part in the 
protest.

The state government’s de-
cision to amend the Factories 
Act, 1948, and the Odisha Shops 
& Commercial Establishments 
Act, 1956, permitting women 
to work night shifts, has faced 
strong criticism from trade 
unions, which called it a viola-
tion of labour rights and inter-
national conventions.

Hundreds of workers from 
different sectors joined the 
protest, alongside representa-

tives of central trade unions 
and labour organisations. A 
memorandum demanding the 
immediate withdrawal of the 
decision was submitted to the 
State Labour Commissioner 
and the Principal Secretary 
(Labour).

Addressing the gathering, 
CITU state president Janar-
dan Pati and general secretary 
Bishnu Mohanty criticised the 

government’s anti-worker, 
pro-corporate policies. They 
alleged that the move prior-
itised industrialists and cor-
porate interests over workers’ 
welfare.

“The government has tak-
en this undemocratic step to 
appease corporate houses and 
boost their profi ts. If the deci-
sion is not reversed, a massive 
state-wide agitation will fol-
low,” the leaders warned.

They also criticised the gov-
ernment for bypassing discus-
sion in the recently concluded 
state Assembly session, noting 
that the decision was approved 
in a Cabinet meeting held short-
ly after the Prime Minister’s 
visit to Odisha.

CITU leaders pointed out 
that the ILO Convention of 
1919 sets the global standard 
of an eight-hour workday and 
a 48-hour workweek, designed 
to safeguard workers from ex-
ploitation and overwork. They 
emphasised that extending 
daily working hours under-
mines these internationally 
recognised protections and 
threatens the health, safety, 
and well-being of labourers.

The union announced plans 
to intensify the agitation 
across all districts and indus-
trial hubs in the state, mobilis-
ing workers from both organ-
ised and unorganised sectors, 
including women, construction 
labourers, and MSME employ-
ees. Protesters also warned of 
continuous strikes and larger 
state-wide demonstrations if 
their demands were not ad-
dressed.

CAPTIVATING PERFORMANCE: Artistes perform at the 22nd Kumar Utsav organised by Utkal Dance and Research Academy at Rabindra Mandap in 
Bhubaneswar, Monday.  PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

CITU stages protest against 
10-hour workday extension

 Trade unions, including CITU, 
opposed the state government’s 
move to allow women night 
shifts, calling it a violation of 
labour rights and international 
conventions

Hundreds of workers and union 
representatives protested and 
submitted a memorandum to the 
State Labour Commissioner and 
Principal Secretary (Labour)

CITU announced plans 
for intensifi ed state-wide 
agitation, including strikes and 
demonstrations, if demands are 
not met

Birds share a common call against brood parasites
Language enables humans 

to connect, share ideas, and 
coordinate complex tasks. 

The ability to communicate ab-
stract concepts through learned 
sounds is often seen as a defi ning 
human trait. While most animal 
calls are instinctive, recent stud-
ies have revealed that species 
such as birds, chimpanzees, dol-
phins, and elephants can also 
associate specifi c sounds with 
particular meanings.

A new study published in 
Nature Ecology and Evolution 
offers fresh insight into how 
such communication systems 
may have evolved. Research-
ers describe the fi rst known 
animal vocalisation that com-
bines both instinctive and 
learned features — something 
Charles Darwin predicted over 
150 years ago as a possible step 

toward the development of lan-
guage-like communication.

A unique call to a unique threat
Among birds, brood parasites 

such as cuckoos pose a special 
kind of danger. These birds lay 
their eggs in the nests of other 
species, leaving the unsuspect-
ing hosts to incubate and raise 
their young. The cost is high, as 

the newly-hatched cuckoo often 
ejects the host’s chicks from the 
nest to monopolise care.

In Australia, researchers 
studying the superb fairy-wren 
discovered that the species has 
evolved a distinctive alarm 
call whenever it spots a cuck-
oo. Other fairy-wrens, upon 
hearing the call, rush to mob 
and drive away the intruder. 

Surprisingly, scientists also 
noticed that several unrelated 
bird species — and even those 
in faraway countries like Chi-
na, India, and Sweden — were 
making a remarkably similar 
call aimed only at cuckoos.

A global pattern of communication
To test whether this phenom-

enon was widespread, scien-
tists examined online wildlife 
recordings and identifi ed 21 
bird species that produce this 
same type of call towards their 
brood parasites. Some were 
closely related, while others 
had diverged from a common 
ancestor more than 50 million 
years ago and now live on dif-
ferent continents.

The fi ndings suggest this call 
doesn’t just alert members of a 
single species but helps coordi-

nate defence across species that 
share the same enemy. When 
played recordings of the call, 
birds in both Australia and Chi-
na reacted the same way, even 
when the sound came from an 
unfamiliar species.

Linking instinct and learning
Interestingly, birds that have 

never encountered a cuckoo do 
not produce the call, but they 
begin to do so after observing 
others using it during a cuck-
oo encounter. The response is 
instinctive, but the act of pro-
ducing the call is learned.

This rare mix of innate re-
action and learned behaviour 
may represent an evolutionary 
bridge between simple animal 
communication and the com-
plex language systems humans 
use today. (THE CONVERSATION)

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: Odisha 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
president Bhakta Charan Das 
strongly condemned the attack 
on Chief Justice of India BR 
Gavai during court proceedings 
Monday. In a shocking breach 
of decorum, a 71-year-old lawyer 
allegedly tried to hurl a shoe at 
the CJI during court proceed-
ings, but was stopped by alert 
security personnel.

In a post on X, Das said, 
“Words fall short to condemn 
this vile attempt to attack and 
intimidate CJI Justice BR Ga-
vai. This marks a dark chapter 
in India’s history.”

“I stand fi rmly with Hon’ble 

Justice Gavai who rose from 
a humble Dalit background to 
the highest authority of our na-
tion’s judiciary,” he wrote.

Another senior Congress lead-
er, Niranjan Patnaik, also con-
demned the incident and said no 
power or ideology should ever be 
allowed to undermine the digni-
ty of institutions of the country. 
“I could never have imagined In-
dia would come to this. The pol-
itics of hatred has reached such 
depths that a shoe is hurled, and 
an attempt is made to intimidate 
Hon’ble Chief Justice BR Gavai, 
an act that strikes at the very 
foundation of our republic. The 
judiciary must remain fearless 
and independent for democracy 
to survive,” Patnaik wrote on X.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 6:  In a 
major stride towards improv-
ing rural infrastructure and 
agricultural sustainability, 
the Odisha Water Resources 
department has successfully 
provided irrigation facilities 
to 33,968 hectares of land in 
the Tatiguda area of Malkan-
giri block under the Rural 
Infrastructure Development 
Fund (RIDF).

This achievement was 
made possible through the 
construction of field canals 
under the Sevanchal (Com-
mand Area) Division-7 for 
the 2-R-outlet of the left 
bank canal. The develop-
ment includes 15 hydraulic 
structures and a 600-meter 
RCC lined field canal system, 
significantly reducing water 
losses and ensuring efficient 
water delivery to farmlands.

The project, implemented 
with the cooperation of the 

Nila Gagan Pani Panchayat, 
has not only enabled timely 
irrigation for paddy in the 
Kharif season but also fa-
cilitated multiple cropping. 
Farmers can now grow veg-
etables, Chinese almonds, 
maize, and watermelons in 
both Kharif and Rabi sea-
sons, resulting in increased 
crop diversification and im-
proved household incomes.

Local farmer Chitta Biswas 
shared his success story, 

stating that earlier, lack of 
irrigation prevented culti-
vation beyond one season. 
With the new system, he now 
cultivates maize on 3 acres 
and anticipates higher prof-
its compared to traditional 
paddy farming.

Over 18 families have di-
rectly benefited from the 
project, while many others 
are reaping indirect bene-
fits. The initiative stands as 
a model for sustainable water 
resource management and 
rural development in Odisha.

The Water Resources de-
partment continues its mis-
sion to bring irrigation to 
all cultivable lands across 
the state, working in coordi-
nation with the Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Fisheries, and 
Livestock Departments. 
Through integrated efforts, 
the department aims to 
strengthen the rural econo-
my and promote climate-re-
silient agriculture.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: Devel-
opment Commissioner-cum-Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary Anu 
Garg reviewed the progress of 
Kanupur, Subarnarekha, and 
Anandpur irrigation projects at 
a meeting held in the conference 
hall of Water Resources depart-
ment Monday.

During the review, it was 
revealed that the head works 
of the Kanupur irrigation proj-
ect are nearing completion, 
with only the depletion sluice 
and erection of certain gates 
pending due to the early onset 
of monsoon. The main canal 
has achieved 94 per cent com-
pletion, while the distribution 
system has reached 75 per cent 
progress. The project is expect-

ed to provide Rabi irrigation for 
12,000 hectares in the upcoming 
season. The Subarnarekha irri-
gation project has also shown 
substantial advancement, with 
Phase-I fully completed and 
Phase-II progressing steadily.

Similarly, the Anandpur ir-
rigation project is advancing 
well. The link canal has been 
completed, while the Baitarani 
right bank canal and Salandi 
left main canal are on the verge 
of completion. An ayacut of 
12,000 hectares has already been 
developed, with the remaining 
distribution systems under ac-
tive execution.

Senior offi cials from Water 
Resources department attend-
ed the meeting and presented 
detailed progress reports on 
each project.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: Amid 
rising dengue cases in the Cap-
ital, the Bhubaneswar Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) has in-
troduced about 500 Gambusia 
fi sh into two water fountains 
at IG Park. These fi sh, which 
feed on mosquito larvae, are 
being used as a natural mea-
sure to curb mosquito breed-
ing in stagnant water.

“Earlier, Gambusia fi sh 
were released in the drains of 
Laxmi Sagar Chintamanish-
war, behind Ramadevi Wom-
en’s University, Saheed Nagar, 

and Satsang Bihar,” an offi cial 
said.

This initiative is part of 
a larger anti-dengue drive 
launched by the BMC amid 
growing concerns over rising 
infections. Since January 2025, 

Bhubaneswar has reported 
more than 200 dengue cases, 
with areas like Patia, Prasanti 
Vihar, Salia Sahi, Sikharchan-
di, and Nayapalli declared as 
dengue hotspots. 

Despite the increase, offi -
cials note that this year’s num-
bers are still lower than those 
reported during the same pe-
riod last year. 

Encouragingly, the den-
gue test positivity rate has 
dropped by almost half.

To intensify containment, 
BMC is carrying out multiple 
efforts — spraying anti-lar-
val oils, conducting regular 

fogging, cutting overgrown 
vegetation, destroying mos-
quito breeding sources like 
discarded tyres, contain-
ers, and coconut shells, and 
launching public awareness 
campaigns.

The introduction of Gam-
busia fish adds a sustain-
able, eco-friendly layer to 
the campaign. Officials urge 
citizens to support the drive 
by maintaining hygiene and 
eliminating stagnant water 
around their homes, espe-
cially during the post-mon-
soon season when mosquito 
breeding is at its peak.

Gambusia fi sh in IG Park for mosquito control

Cong condemns attack on CJIAnu Garg reviews progress 
of 3 key irrigation projects

Irrigation boost for 33,968 ha
in Tatiguda area of Malkangiri
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Bargarh, Oct 6: In a major 
success, Bargarh district po-
lice busted an interstate crim-
inal gang involved in gun run-
ning and drug traffi cking and 
arrested 15 accused, including 
three from Chhattisgarh.

Acting on a tip-off regard-
ing the illegal transportation, 
possession, and sale of cough 
syrup and fi rearms, police 
launched an operation and 
deployed seven teams compris-
ing offi cers from fi ve police 
stations and a special squad, 
to conduct simultaneous raids 
across the district.

The raids led to the seizure 
of fi ve pistols, 20 rounds of 
ammunition, 1,500 bottles 
of cough syrup, 16 mobile 
phones, and Rs 57,200 in cash. 
The accused, hailing from Odi-
sha and neighbouring states, 
were produced in court and 
sent to Bargarh district jail 
after their bail applications 

were rejected Monday.
The arrested include Bablu 

Behera, 32, from Rajiv Nagar, 
Bolangir; Srikant Behera, 29, 
from Bhatli Chhak, Bargarh; 
Manish alias Kalu Agraw-
al, 30, from Ekamra Chhak, 
Bargarh Sadar; Pintu Sahu, 
24, from Tenteltikra; Prafull 
Rana, 30, from Halditikra; 
Tushar Ballav Rautia, 31, from 
Sodhapali; Hariprasad Set, 26, 
from Kulundra; Bablu Satpa-
thy, 37, from Dang, Bargarh; 
Ankul Bal, 30, from Ward 16, 
Bargarh Municipal Council; 
Hardeep Singh Sandhu, 28, 
from Telibandh, Chhattisgarh; 
MD Asraf, 26, from Telibandh, 
Chhattisgarh; Syed Ajim, 31, 
from Mursing village, Paik-
mal; Rashid Shah, 30, from 
Bhatudipasi village, Jajpur; 
Sambit Kumar Parija, 25, 
from Dhanua village, Tirtol; 
and Preetam Biswal, 30, from 
Tiknapur village, Patkura.

Police have fi led four separate 
cases against the gang across 

Bargarh Sadar, Bargarh Town, 
Attabira, and Bijepur police sta-
tions. Authorities said several 
of the accused had prior involve-
ment in criminal cases and were 
linked to the illegal transport of 
cough syrup from Cuttack.

Bargarh Superintendent of 
Police Prahlad Sahai Meena 
said during a presser that a 
team from Bargarh Town po-
lice station fi rst arrested three 
accused near Ganapati Hotel. 
Following interrogation, the 
remaining suspects were ap-
prehended. 

Further investigation is 
underway to trace the mo-
dus operandi network of this 
inter-state gang and identify 
their suppliers, associates, 
and distribution routes, Mee-
na added. Police confi rmed 
that the gang has a broader in-
terstate network, and further 
arrests are expected as the in-
vestigation continues. SDPO 
Padarabind Tripathy was also 
present at the briefi ng. 

15 arrested as interstate gun,
drug smuggling gang busted

POST NEWS NETWORK

Binjharpur/Bari, Oct 6: A 
woman was dragged by a croc-
odile into the Kharasrota river 
while she was washing herself 
in the water body near Kantia 
village under Bodua panchayat 
and Bari block in Jajpur dis-
trict Monday afternoon.

The victim was identifi ed as 
Soudamini Mahala, 55, wife of 
Sukadev Mahala in Kantia vil-
lage.

According to locals, Soudami-
ni had gone to the riverbank to 
wash herself when a crocodile 

hiding near the river’s edge 
suddenly pounced on her and 
pulled her into deep water.

Villagers rushed to the spot 
after hearing her screams and 

witnessed the crocodile drown-
ing her in the river.

Fire service personnel ar-
rived and launched a search 
operation, but she had not been 

traced at the time of reporting.
Residents of both sides of the 

river in Binjharpur and Bari 
areas are now living in fear. 
Just a month ago, a crocodile 
from the same river stretch had 
dragged away a cow.

Villagers said they had ear-
lier urged the Forest depart-
ment to remove the crocodile, 
but no action was taken. “Had 
they acted in time, this trage-
dy could have been avoided,” a 
resident said.

Forest offi cials were present 
at the site as the search opera-
tion continued.

Croc drags woman into Kharasrota

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Oct 6: Fire ser-
vices personnel Monday re-
covered the body of a 26-year-
old youth who went missing at 
Gundichaghagi waterfall near 
Banachakulia village under 
Ghatagaon police limits in Ke-
onjhar district Sunday.

The deceased, identifi ed 
as Satyaprakash Mahanta of 
Badasiadimal village under 
Harichandanpur police limits, 
had gone to the waterfall with 
friends and was swept away 
while bathing. His body was 
found lodged in a rock crevice 
a few metres downstream after 
an extensive search that began 
Sunday and concluded by Mon-
day noon.

This marks the second such 
incident in a month. On Sep-
tember 8, a tourist from Soro in 
Balasore district was also swept 
away while bathing at the same 

waterfall. His body is yet to be 
recovered.

Confi rming the recovery, 

Ghatagaon police IIC Subhran-
ta Kumar Jena said search op-
erations were launched imme-
diately after the incident was 
reported.

Following repeated acci-
dents, the Mukundpurpatna 
panchayat has installed a cau-
tion board at the site. Accord-
ing to the notice, a fi ne of Rs 
5,000 will be imposed on indi-
viduals caught bathing, taking 
selfi es, or making videos in the 
waterfall area.

Keonjhar Sub-Collector Uma 
Shankar Dalei said the pan-
chayat is working to improve 
safety measures and prevent 
further incidents.

The scenic Gundichaghagi 
waterfall attracts thousands of 
tourists annually, particularly 
during Makar Sankranti, when 
tribal music and dance events 
are held. Most accidents occur 
during the rainy season due to 
high water fl ow. 

Missing youth’s body recovered 
from Gundichaghagi waterfall

POST NEWS NETWORK

Barbil, Oct 6: Rugudi police 
in Keonjhar district seized fi ve 
trucks allegedly involved in the 
illegal transportation of iron ore 
from the Odisha Mining Corpo-
ration (OMC) stockyard at Nu-
agaon Udalabadi early Monday 
morning. One person has been 
detained for questioning, while 
the truck drivers managed to 

fl ee the scene. According to 
police sources, the operation 
was launched after receiving a 
tip-off about the illegal move-
ment of iron ore from the OMC 
stockyard. When the police team 
reached the spot, several trucks 
loaded with iron ore attempted to 
fl ee. The drivers abandoned the 
vehicles and escaped, but police 
apprehended one suspect.

Five trucks were seized from 

the site. Police said two of the 
trucks were loaded with around 
40 metric tonnes of iron ore each, 
while the remaining trucks were 
waiting to be loaded.

A case (125/2025) has been reg-
istered at Rugudi police station 
and an investigation is under-
way to trace others involved in 
the smuggling racket.

Despite the presence of se-
curity personnel at the OMC 
stockyard, the incident has 
raised questions about possible 
internal involvement. Police said 
the investigation will also cover 
the role of mine offi cials and se-
curity staff to determine whether 
company insiders facilitated the 
illegal transport.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, Oct 6: A 30-year-
old man was stabbed to death 
in Ganjam district over an al-
leged monetary dispute Mon-
day morning, police said.

The incident took place at 
Reddy Damodarapalli village 
under Dharakote police station 
limits.

The deceased was identifi ed 
as B Shankar Reddy, a resident 
of the same village.

Police have registered a mur-
der case and launched an inves-
tigation after the deceased’s 
brother, B Sanjib Reddy, lodged 
a complaint in Dharakote po-
lice station.

At least three persons were 
detained for interrogation, po-
lice said.

According to the complaint, 
the accused had taken a loan 
of Rs 20,000 from the deceased 
around four years ago. An ar-
gument reportedly took place 
in the early hours of Monday 
after the victim demanded re-
payment, police said.

The argument escalated and 
the accused allegedly attacked 
the victim with a knife before 
fl eeing the scene, the offi cer 
said.

Reddy was rushed to MKCG 
Medical College and Hospital 
here where doctors declared 
him dead, he said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Anandapur/Ghasipura, Oct 
6: Kumar Purnima celebra-
tions turned into mourning as 
a 17-year old girl died in wall 
collapse Monday at Madanpur 
village under Ramachandrapur 
police limits in Keonjhar district. 

The deceased was identifi ed 
as Seemarani Chakra, daughter 
of Sarat Chakra. Police regis-
tered a case and launched an 
investigation after sending the 
body for post-mortem.  

The incident occurred when 
the girl had gone to a neigh-
bour’s house to apply ‘Mehen-
di’ on her hand ahead of Kumar 
Purnima celebrations. When she 
reached there, a woman in the 
house asked her to come later. 

However, while she was re-
turning, a rain soaked wall of 
the neighbour’s house collapsed 
on her. Family members res-
cued her in critical condition 
and rushed her to the Anan-
dapur sub-divisional hospital 
where the doctors pronounced 
her brought dead. 

MINOR GIRL DIES
IN WALL COLLAPSE

AGENCIES

Rourkela, Oct 6: The Odisha 
Police has been alerted that the 
body of a hotelier from the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands may 
have been dumped in the Brah-
mani river near Rourkela in late 
July following a premeditated 
murder in Tamil Nadu.

According to investigators, the 
victim, Niamat Ali, 49, co-owner of 
a hotel in Port Blair, was alleged-
ly strangled to death by his busi-
ness partner and two accomplices 
in Chennai July 27. After killing 
him, the accused are believed to 
have driven his body across states 

for over 30 hours before disposing 
of it in a secluded stretch of the 
Brahmani river July 28.

The Tamil Nadu Police, with 
assistance from the Andaman 
and Nicobar Police, arrested 
three suspects including al-
leged mastermind Muntaqueem 
Ahmed, 31, in Tambaram district 
of Tamil Nadu October 3. Two ad-
ditional suspects remain at large.

“The accused drugged the vic-
tim in a car, strangled him with 
a rope, and transported the body 
in the vehicle’s trunk,” a senior 
investigating offi cer told PTI. 
“They tied the body with a sack 
fi lled with boulders and threw it 

into the Brahmani river to de-
stroy evidence.”

Authorities said Ahmed and 
his accomplices were inspired by 
multiple crime shows and had re-
searched methods online, includ-

ing how to make chloroform, as 
part of the plot. Business rivalry 
is suspected to be the motive be-
hind the killing.

The Odisha Police was in-
formed shortly after the suspects 
confessed during interrogation. A 
special team from Tamil Nadu is 
expected to arrive in Rourkela to 
assist local offi cials in recovering 
the body.

Ali had travelled to Chennai on 
a business trip July 27 and went 
missing the same day. His family 
reported him missing at the Aber-
deen Police Station in Port Blair 
July 28, prompting a multi-state 
investigation.

5 trucks seized over iron ore
theft from OMC stockyard

Man stabbed to death
over monetary dispute

5 pistols, 20 rounds of ammunition and 1,500 bottles of cough syrup were seized

76 gm brown sugar seized; 2 held
DHENKIKOTE: Keonjhar district police seized 
76 grams of brown sugar and arrested two 
persons involved in the illegal narcotics 
trade Sunday night. The accused have been 
identifi ed as Tarini Shankar Tripathy, 33, and 
Sujit Dehury, 32; both residents of Ratha 
Sahi in Ghatagaon. Acting on the direction 
of Ghatagaon police station IIC Subhranta 
Kumar Jena, a special police team conducted 
raids at several locations based on a tip-off. 
During the operation, the team intercepted 
the two accused and recovered brown sugar 
from their possession. Police have registered 
a case (449/25) under relevant sections 
of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act. Both accused were 
produced before the court, said investigating 
offi cer Sub-Inspector Gangoi Lakra. Notably, 
Ghatagaon police had earlier arrested 
another youth, identifi ed as Ashutosh 
Tripathy, near the bypass area and seized 
118 grams of brown sugar. Authorities said 
efforts are on to trace the larger network 
behind the illegal drug trade in the region. 

Killers drive from TN for 30 hrs, dump
Andaman hotelier’s body in Brahmani

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paralakhemundi, Oct 6: 
More than seven decades after 
Independence, residents of four 
remote villages in Gajapati dis-
trict remain deprived of road 
connectivity, forcing them to 
walk long and treacherous 
routes for essential services.

In Rayagada block, the vil-
lages of Tarabasing, Jhulasahi, 
Surangi, and Asangala—home 
to over 600 people—still lack mo-
torable road access. A proposed 
8-km road meant to connect 
these villages has been pending 
for more than 50 years, leaving 
the communities isolated.

Ambulances cannot reach 
the villages. Pregnant women 

and critically ill patients face 
life-threatening delays. Chil-
dren walk long distances over 
steep, dangerous paths to at-
tend school, often sustaining in-
juries, said locals Dutiya Rait, 
Sundar Sabar, and Namita Rait.

Villagers said that while gov-
ernment offi cials frequently 
visit the area, the project has 
never taken off. Frustrated by 
decades of neglect, many fam-
ilies have already migrated to 
nearby Rayagada, Narayanpur, 
and Paralakhemundi areas in 
search of better access to edu-
cation and healthcare.

Rayagada block development 
offi cer (BDO) Sanyat Barik 
said that earlier attempts to 
build the road under the MGN-
REGA scheme had failed. The 
project has since been trans-
ferred to the Rural Develop-
ment department and is await-
ing approval. “Once clearance 
is granted, construction will 
begin,” Barik added.

Decades of wait: No road to 4 Gajapati villages



I
ndia’s IT services sector 
has been a star perform-
er. It has turned raw en-
gineers into seasoned pro-

fessionals and seized contracts 
and opportunities across the 
globe. On the other hand, In-
dia’s small and medium enter-
prises (SME) sector is the silent 
backbone of the economy. If IT 
is about a fewer number of fi rms 
with millions of employees, the 
SME sector is all about millions 
of fi rms each with a smaller 
number of workers. Together, 
they offer two lenses on India’s 
growth story. Both contribute to 
making India the fourth largest 
economy in the world -- a point 
of fact that has been fashioned 
into a matter of pride.

But this happy story has a twist 
to it. Seen through the lens of 
layoffs that are now in the news, 
the big and the small both offer 
a picture that is less pretty, and 
in part maybe downright ugly.

In the IT services sector, 
where the workforce is being 
trimmed, regulators can no 
longer ignore the allegations of 
forced resignations, downright 
threats and abuse of due process. 
Not all that is being alleged is 
true, but equally the complaints 
are not without substance. Pro-
tests and social turmoil have 
come faster than expected. 

If this is one side of an India 
story that takes a stand against 
layoffs, there is a lesser-known 
story of workers who want to 
be laid off and freed of their 
horrible work burdens but are 
not allowed to go home. 

Last week, 13 migrant work-
ers from Jharkhand’s East 
Singhbhum district, harassed 
by their employers, were al-
lowed to leave for home only 
after an intervention from the 
state government. PTI reported 
that a company in Morbi dis-
trict of Gujarat denied them 
food and other facilities and re-
fused salaries when they want-
ed to leave. The 13 had to be 
“rescued” after the Jharkhand 

government’s labour depart-
ment intervened, not only to 
let them return home but also 
to get their dues – a total of Rs 
68,000 for the 13 workers. The 
company is now reported to be 
under investigation in Gujarat.

Yet, this is not the fi rst time 
that migrant workers, notably 
tribals seeking employment 
away from home, are forced to 
work virtually as bonded labour. 
News reports abound of how 
companies in small units have 
brought in labour and exploit-
ed them for work at low wages 
and with little regard for their 
health, working conditions or 
even the willingness to serve.

Forced exits in the IT sector 
and forced work in smaller 
shops and factories are two 
worlds that make one story of 
India’s growth trajectory. Both 
contribute to growth but also 
raise questions on work stan-
dards and serve to reinforce the 
traditional Indian suspicion of 
the private sector. This is what 
the Economic Survey of India of 
2017 cited as “distinctly antimar-
ket beliefs” in India, even when 
compared to other countries 
with similar low per capita GDP.

This antimarket sentiment 
limits trust in the private sector 
and sets political limits to the 
agenda of privatisation and liber-

alisation. Crony capitalism and 
the rise of a favoured few place 
further burdens on the trust cap-
ital, eroding the faith of the large 
mass of people in the capacity of 
the private sector to do good for 
people and society while doing 
well for shareholders. 

When companies see they 
can get away with violation of 
labour laws or erode the digni-
ty of workers or do worse with 
regard to their workforce, more 
violations of the kind will follow. 
The only antidote is to put down 
illegality with an iron hand, to 
impose exemplary costs on busi-
nesses that have little regard for 
people and to send the message 
that violations will be met with 
fi rm and swift action. This can be 
the most pro-market reform that 
India needs. Such a resolve will 
help the citizenry see that while 
the private sector is all powerful 
given its resources, it will be held 
to the same standards of law as 
ordinary workers. 

If a sacking is masked as a 
resignation, as is being alleged 
in the case of IT layoffs, then 
this is a serious violation of 
the laws of the land. If people 
are brought from remote areas 
through brokers and worked as 
slave labour, as alleged in the 
case of a manufacturing unit 
in Gujarat, the hirers ought 

to be put out of business for 
life and sent to jail. Yet, the 
slide to today has come from 
a slippery slope where labour 
rights have been eroded bit by 
bit in the name of liberalisa-
tion, and worker contractisa-
tion has reached a new level. 
A paper in the Indian Council 
for Research on Internation-
al Economic Relations noted: 
“Firms appear to be using con-
tract workers to their strategic 
advantage against unionized 
directly hired workers to keep 
their bargaining power and 
wage demand in check.” 

In the IT services sector for 
example, it is not uncommon 
to make software engineers 
work for more than eight hours 
a day while paying them only 
for eight. This is brutal and il-
legal but has been normalised. 
Just as working time less than 
the required is recorded and 
accounted, time more than 
usual needs to be recorded 
and paid for. But such is the 
state of affairs that this simple 
point of morality has been ig-
nored by companies that fi le 
their accounts in compliance 
with International Financial 
Reporting Standards, or IFRS.

The trouble is not with re-
moving people – it is with a 
work culture that in India has 
led to a top-down approach of a 
commander-in-chief in the role 
of a CEO and a rigid hierarchy 
at a time worker unions have 
been robbed of their clout. Man-
agements work without mean-
ingful oversight that comes 
from the shop fl oor.  

Unions were seen as stumbling 
blocks to growth and vibrancy. 
Regulation is seen as limiting 
business. But without active and 
vibrant unions, and with a pli-
ant offi cialdom ready to please 
business, business may be less 
vibrant and secure than ever.

The writer is a journalist and 
faculty member at SPJIMR.

 ©THE BILLION PRESS

W hen US President Donald Trump’s administration in a new 
fi at made the coveted H-1B visa available to foreigners at a 
prohibitive cost, it virtually spelt doom for hi-tech profes-

sionals and scientists from India as also a few other countries who 
desired it most for high paying jobs in America. In fact, 70 per cent of 
the visas were obtained by Indian professionals. There was speculation 
then that Europe could be the alternative destination, even though 
the rising intolerance towards migrants in many of these countries 
may dampen job-seekers’ enthusiasm. Japan and China looked like 
probable destinations. But what appeared to be a possibility China 
seems determined to make it a certainty by offi cially launching its 
K Visas for work in the STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics) fi elds. When the new visa was fi rst announced in August, 
it hardly attracted global attention. Days after Trump’s mad rush to 
stop Indian professionals from getting jobs in the US, the K Visa has 
shot into limelight.

Much of the scope of that visa is still unclear as it remains hazy 
whether it will actually allow foreigners to work in China or whether 
it just allows them easier access into the country. But it has already 
generated interest in India and also adverse reactions from tens of 
thousands of users on Chinese social media who have openly criticised 
the programme. Students in China who aspire after careers in STEM 
fi elds fear whether benefi ts extended to foreigners would trigger tough 
competition in a sluggish job market. It may be because China has 
traditionally not been a major immigration destination for foreign 
professionals. Netizens in China have started crying foul against the 
new visa with pleas that China has innumerable bachelor’s degree 
holders, apart from a sizable number of master’s and doctoral degree 
holders for which there is already a surplus of domestic talent. In 
such a situation, they angrily ask why the authorities are now trying 
to bring in foreign college graduates and professionals with work ex-
perience in the US and Europe. They have also questioned whether 
the authorities would be able to bring in higher standard of talent by 
issuing this new visa. At the same time to put off foreign jobseekers, 
they are wondering whether foreigners would be able to adapt to life on 
the mainland, citing language barriers and China’s tightly controlled 
political system. What is even worse is that many of the comments 
had xenophobic and racist implications targeted specifi cally at Indian 
nationals.

The backlash has been so intense that state media outlets have come 
out to assuage the fears. The Global Times in a recent article supported 
the new scheme terming it as an opportunity “for the world to see a 
more open and confi dent China in its new era.” The People’s Daily 
went even further and issued a veiled warning to the Chinese public 
stating “misrepresenting the K Visa will only mislead the public.” 
Sounding optimistic, it said as China steps onto the global stage, it is 
hungrier for talent than ever before. 

However, there are many unanswered questions for foreign profes-
sionals themselves. For example, there is no clarity as yet on whether 
they will fi nd that space for creativity and innovation in China as was 
offered in the US. Creativity and innovation fl ourish in an open and 
liberal climate as is seen in the West, especially the US and European 
nations. Given China’s track record, this is unlikely to be experienced 
in that country. 

Language would certainly be a stumbling block. Many researchers 
and academics who have left the US for China in recent years are 
ethnic Chinese and fl uent in Mandarin. Hence, they did not have to 
face the language or racism problem. However for foreign talent, espe-
cially Indians, communication with Chinese colleagues may prove to 
be a great hurdle. The Chinese are a cold and non cooperative bunch 
of people who may just refuse to talk to foreign immigrants that do 
not speak their language. This is a concern that both employers and 
employees will need to address.

The bigger issue is whether foreign science and tech professionals 
can adjust themselves to China's tightly controlled political environ-
ment. Casual behaviour and talk may not seem that casually acceptable 
in China. 

Whatever the future may show, China seems to be enjoying its po-
sition as a new global messiah taking advantage of Trump’s insular 
doctrine. Whether China would truly be a benefactor or whether it is 
having a sadistic pleasure at India’s plight at the hands of Trump is 
a million dollar question.
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Chinese H-1B

SPECTRUM GEOPOLITICS

Scramble for the Sahel

Fatal prescription

Sir, This refers to the editorial “Toxic Syrup,” Orissa Post, Octo-
ber 6. The death of 12 children in Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan 
from a deadly toxin in cough syrups has exposed the alarming 
gaps in India’s drug regulation. In Madhya Pradesh, the syrup 
Coldrif contained 48% diethylene glycol (DEG) — 480 times the 
permissible limit. This comes after WHO alerts in 2023 linked 
Indian-made syrups to child deaths in Gambia and Uzbekistan. In-
stead of acknowledging systemic lapses, authorities then blamed 
foreign storage conditions. The current tragedy proves the rot 
lies within. Regulatory and communication failures worsened 
the crisis. Even as biopsies pointed to DEG poisoning, offi cials 
prematurely claimed no toxins were found in samples — based 
on incomplete tests — misleading parents and delaying action. 
Only after Tamil Nadu’s testing confi rmed DEG did states act 
to ban the syrup. The fact that Sresan Pharma, Coldrif's maker, 
operated for two decades without detection raises grave questions 
about inspection frequency and accountability. A toxin level this 
high isn't accidental contamination — it's industrial negligence. .  

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

When one does not progress 
one feels bored. 
 THE MOTHER WHITHER LABOUR RIGHTS

EMPLOYMENT

As Western governments 
lament their waning in-
fl uence across the Sahel – 

France handed over its last base 
in Chad in January, effectively 
ending its military presence 
in the region – they cling to an 
outdated narrative. The Sahel is 
no longer a chessboard on which 
the struggles between the West 
and Russia play out. More im-
portantly, it is now the site of a 
contest between Algeria and Mo-
rocco, two North African powers 
vying for strategic dominance.

While the world watches Rus-
sia's Africa Corps, the Wagner 
Group's successor, expand its 
footprint in the Sahel, it over-
looks the more permanent and 
transformative presence of Al-
geria and Morocco. For these 
economies, with a combined 
GDP of over $418 billion, the 
region is not a distant frontier 
for proxy battles; rather, it is an 
important trade corridor and 
key source of minerals, making 
it critical to their national and 
economic security.

For decades, the Sahel’s orien-
tation was a foregone conclusion, 
shaped by its postcolonial ties to 
France and the security architec-
ture of the US-led global war on 
terror. But that era is over. The 
widespread frustration with 
Western intervention has result-
ed in eight military coups across 

West and Central Africa since 
2020. Algeria and Morocco have 
stepped into the resulting power 
vacuum, each with a distinct vi-
sion for bringing the region into 
its economic orbit.

The most visible battle con-
cerns trade. In 2023, Morocco 
launched its Atlantic Initiative, 
which will offer landlocked Sa-
hel countries a secure and effi -
cient gateway to global markets 
through the planned deep-water 
port of Dakhla in the disputed 
Western Sahara. 

Algeria, for its part, has al-
most completed the Trans-Saha-
ran Highway, which will stretch 
nearly 5,000 km from Algiers to 
Lagos, Nigeria, passing through 
Niger. The road has been de-
cades in the making, as part 
of a larger strategy to connect 
Algeria with West Africa, boost 
its non-oil exports, and make it 
the region's preeminent power 
broker. It will also establish Al-
geria as the main gateway be-
tween Europe and the massive 
West African market and give 
landlocked African countries a 
direct route to the sea. 

The rivalry between Algeria 
and Morocco is not just about 
asphalt and shipping lanes. It is 
also a race to secure the Sahel's 
vast mineral wealth, which will 
be critical for both economic 
diversifi cation and decarbon-

ization. For example, Niger 
is the world's seventh-largest 
producer of uranium, Mali is 
Africa's third-largest producer 
of gold, and Burkina Faso has 
large deposits of manganese. 
For Morocco, which has a large 
mining sector and holds 70% of 
the world’s phosphate reserves, 
securing access to these miner-
als is a top strategic priority. 

Both countries are also hop-
ing to play a central role in the 
emerging clean-energy econo-
my by developing green hydro-
gen. By 2030, Morocco aims to 
generate 52% of its electricity 
from renewables, supporting 
its green-hydrogen plans. Al-
geria, with vast solar potential 
estimated at 180 terawatt-hours 
per year, is pursuing a strategy 
to meet up to 10% of Europe's 
green-hydrogen demand by 
2040. The country plans to ex-
port it through the "SoutH2 
Corridor" pipeline project, 
which will connect Algeria and 
Tunisia to Italy, Austria, and 
Germany. Whoever controls the 
Sahel – which also holds huge 
untapped solar potential – could 
gain signifi cant leverage over 
Europe's green transition.

To be sure, Algeria and Moroc-
co are not the only countries com-
peting for economic and security 
infl uence in the Sahel. The UAE, 
Saudi Arabia, and other Gulf 

countries are also investing in 
ports, agriculture, and telecom-
munications across the region. 
Their involvement may be driven 
more by a desire to project glob-
al power than by the immediate 
strategic interests that motivate 
their North African counter-
parts, but it will nonetheless 
shape the region's future.

Where does that leave Europe 
and the US? For too long, both 
have viewed the Sahel as a re-
gion beset by terrorism and at 
risk of capture by other great 
powers, leading to major poli-
cy blunders that have alienat-
ed local populations and created 
the very instability that their 
interventions were meant to 
prevent. To remain relevant, 
Western governments must 
shift their focus: The Sahel's 
future stability and alignment 
will be determined not by the 
number of foreign troops on the 
ground, but by the success of the 
economic visions offered by its 
North African neighbours. Only 
by engaging with the complex-
ities of this new reality can the 
West forge a sustainable and 
effective policy for one of the 
world's most critical regions.

The writer is Director 
of the Confl ict and 
Security Program. 
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Forced exits in the IT sector and forced 
work in smaller shops and factories are two 

worlds that make one story of India’s 
growth trajectory 
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However diffi cult life may seem, there is always something 
you can do and succeed at.  
 STEPHEN HAWKING

An intellectual says a simple thing in a hard way. An artist 
says a hard thing in a simple way.
 CHARLES BUKOWSKI

The simple act of paying attention can take you a long way
 KEANU REEVES

 
1571: Allied Christian forces defeated the Ottoman Turks during a naval 
engagement at the Battle of Lepanto.

1849: Short-story writer, poet, and critic Edgar Allan Poe died in 
Baltimore, Maryland.

1952: Vladimir Putin, president of Russia from 1999 to 2008 and again 
from 2012, was born in Leningrad, Russia.

1959: People on Earth get the fi rst glimpse of the dark side of the Moon. 
Soviet spacecraft Luna 3 took pictures of the far side of the Moon. The 
images sent by the probe covered about 70% of the far side of Earth’s 
natural satellite and they were instrumental in helping astronomers make 
the fi rst atlas of the dark side of the Moon. The far or dark side of the Moon 
is the side of the Moon that cannot be seen from Earth because of the way 
the Moon orbits around the Earth and rotate on its own axis. Due to lunar 
libration, people on Earth can see about 59% of the Moon over time.

1971: The American crime thriller The French Connection, directed by 
William Friedkin and starring Gene Hackman, had its world premieres in 
New York City and Los Angeles. It won the Academy Award for best picture.

1985: Four members of the Palestine Liberation Front, a faction within 
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), hijacked the Italian cruise ship 
Achille Lauro, taking 97 passengers hostage and later killing one.

1996: Fox News broadcasts for the fi rst time. The 24-hour news channel 
with the slogan Fair and Balanced was created by Australian-American 
businessman and media tycoon, Rupert Murdoch. Today, it is one of the 
most watched news channels in the United States.

2001: Triggered by the September 11 attacks, the Afghanistan War began 
when U.S. and British warplanes started bombing Taliban targets.

Britain’s shame

Sir, On Yom Kippur, Jews were butchered in Manchester. 
Jihad al-Shamie, a Syrian-born British citizen out on bail 
for rape, rammed his car into a synagogue and slashed 
worshippers with a knife. Two men—Melvin Cravitz and 
Adrian Daulby—are dead, three more fi ght for their lives. 
His methods were straight from the Palestinian terror 
playbook: car-ramming, knives, and the slogan now echo-
ing in Britain’s streets—“globalize the intifada.” For the 
fi rst time since the medieval pogroms and expulsions, 
Jews in England have been killed simply for being Jew-
ish. This was no random crime. It was the direct result 
of years of incitement, cowardice, and appeasement. Brit-
ain's Jews know where this road ends, because France 
already traveled it. Ilan Halimi was kidnapped, tortured, 
and murdered by French Muslims in 2006. More savage 
attacks followed, and French leaders responded with emp-
ty speeches. The result? A mass Jewish exodus. Today, 
Britain is replaying the same script.   

Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH

 FOCUS
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Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 
6: The Kerala government on 
Monday introduced a Bill in 
the Assembly to amend the 2021 
State Digital Sciences, Innova-
tion and Technology Act.

The proposed amendments 
relate to the composition of the 
search committee for appoint-
ing vice-chancellors and the age 
limit for the post.

Law Minister P Rajeev pre-
sented the 'Kerala University 
of Digital Sciences, Innovation 
and Technology (Amendment) 
Bill, 2025', in the House on be-
half of Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan.

"The amendment is intended 
to carry out the appointment of 
vice-chancellors in accordance 
with the regulations of the Uni-
versity Grants Commission 
(UGC)," Rajeev said.

He noted that state law clear-
ly specifi es how a search and 
selection committee must be 
constituted, in line with UGC 
norms.

In its most recent verdict, the 
Supreme Court had affi rmed 
the state government's author-
ity regarding the appointment 
of university vice-chancellors, 
he said.

"The apex court has specifi -
cally entrusted the Higher Ed-

ucation Department with the 
selection of vice-chancellors for 
technical and digital universi-
ties," Rajeev added.

He also stated that the Su-
preme Court had empowered 
the state government to decide 
the priority order of the list pro-
vided by the search committee, 
"which in itself demonstrates 
the power of the state."

The minister said the amend-
ment specifi es the members of 
the search committee and pro-
vides that the chancellor shall 
appoint the vice-chancellor 
on the recommendation of the 
search-cum-selection commit-
tee constituted by the govern-
ment through notifi cation.

Citing further provisions, Ra-
jeev said the committee should 
be constituted at least three 

months before the anticipated 
vacancy of the vice-chancellor's 
post.

"The committee shall, within 
two months of its constitution, 
prepare a panel of three names 
for the appointment of the 
vice-chancellor, either unani-
mously or by a simple majority, 
and submit it to the chancellor. 
The chancellor shall appoint a 
person from the panel so sub-
mitted," he said.

The minister added, "The 
term of offi ce of the vice-chan-
cellor shall be four years from 
the date of appointment or un-
til attaining the age of seventy 
years, whichever is earlier."

The Bill was referred to the 
subject committee amid up-
roar from the opposition in 
the House.
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Kannur (Kerala), Oct 6: Solo 
artist Radhakrishnan got an un-
expected real-life lesson in stray 
dog attacks while performing his 
street play, 'Pekkaalam' (Time of 
the Bite).

The solo play, performed Sun-
day evening in Mayyil village in 
north Kerala, includes a scene in 
which a child is “attacked” by a 
dog, with barking sounds and the 
child's screams in the background 
to make it feel realistic. 

However, a real dog jumped onto 
the stage and bit him on the back 
of the leg. "The dog came from out-

side and sank its teeth into me," 
Radhakrishnan told the media on 
Monday. "I shooed it away with my 
stick and carried on. The interest-

ing part of the drama was that the 
audience thought the dog's appear-
ance on stage was part of the act," 
he said. Radhakrishnan, in his 50s, 

completed the remaining 15 min-
utes of the play before informing 
the organisers and later going to 
Pariyaram Government Medical 
College Hospital for treatment.

"Ironic, isn't it?" he said, after 
the video of the incident went vi-
ral on social media. It was his fi fth 
solo performance on the stray dog 
menace. "A solo play about stray 
dog attacks ended up giving me a 
real bite of reality. Defi nitely an 
experience I won't forget!" Rad-
hakrishnan said. Kerala has been 
facing a stray dog menace for some 
time, and people have raised the 
alarm over the increasing number 
of rabies cases in the state.

Kerala introduces Digital 
University Amendment Bill

REEL 
TO REAL Dog attacks artiste during Street play

AGENCIES

Lucknow, Oct 6: In a major 
step towards humane and effec-
tive street dog population man-
agement, the Lucknow Munic-
ipal Corporation and Humane 
World for Animals India (for-
merly called Humane Society 
International India) have signed 
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing to run a dedicated training 
center for Animal Birth Control 
programs in Jarhara, Lucknow.

This fi rst-of-its-kind center 
in Lucknow will serve as a 
training hub for veterinarians, 
para-veterinarians, animal han-
dlers and animal welfare orga-
nizations across India, engaged 
in or preparing to begin street 
dog work.

While there are existing 
programs that offer training 
focused on surgical aspects of 
ABC, this will be the fi rst in 
the country to comprehensively 
cover all aspects of ABC.

The 15-day training modules 
will integrate both theoretical 
and hands-on modules, cover-
ing key areas such as humane 
dog catching, pre-operative 
assessments, anesthesia proto-
cols, sterilization techniques, 
post-operative care, kennel 
management, data recording 
and reporting, supervision, le-
gal compliance and community 
engagement strategies.

In light of the Supreme 
Court’s August 2025 ruling 
that reinforced the importance 
of ABC programs as part of 
a holistic approach, the new 

center represents a timely and 
much-needed contribution. It 
will directly strengthen efforts 
to build capacity, promote hu-
mane practices and ensure that 
ABC programs across India are 
conducted in a lawful, ethical, 
effective and standardized man-
ner in line with India’s Animal 
Birth Control Rules, 2023 and 
global standards.

Under the terms of the three-
year MoU, Humane World for 
Animals India will design and 
deliver the training programs 
through expert-led modules 
while LMC will provide infra-
structure, vehicles and utilities.

Piyush Patel, director of 
Humane World for Animals 
India’s companion animals 
and engagement team, said: 
“Animal Birth Control is at 
the heart of safely and sustain-
ably managing street dog pop-

ulations across India, for the 
benefi t of people and the dogs 
they live alongside. The Luc-
know center will provide the 
hands-on, practical training 
needed not just in performing 
the sterilization surgeries but in 
doing this work humanely and 
to a high standard. We hope this 
becomes a space where teams 
from across the country can 
learn, share and take new skills 
back to their towns and cities to 
promote high quality ABC and 
foster harmonious coexistence 
between street dogs and people."

Abhinav Verma, animal wel-
fare offi cer, LMC, said"This 
training center refl ects our 
commitment to humane, ef-
fective and well-coordinated 
street dog management in Luc-
know. It will help build skilled 
professionals and ensure ABC 
programs are carried out to the 

highest welfare standards.”
There are an estimated 75 

million street and communi-
ty dogs across India who face 
daily risks such as early puppy 
mortality, disease, traffi c inju-
ries, malnutrition and direct 
persecution.

Properly conducted ABC and 
vaccination programs not only 
help to improve dog welfare but 
also foster community harmony 
by humanely and sustainably 
reducing the roaming dog pop-
ulation.

The goal is to sterilize at least 
80 per cent of the dog population 
in each area, returning steril-
ized dogs to their street territo-
ries to prevent unsterilized dogs 
from other areas moving in. 
Effective ABC combined with 
vaccination thereby creates sta-
ble but reduced, sterilized and 
healthy dog populations.
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Kushinagar (UP), Oct 6:  In 
a bid to curb cow and liquor 
smuggling in the district, po-
lice here has ordered instal-
lation of CCTV cameras at all 
police stations and outposts 
along the border areas and 
highways, a senior police offi -
cial said Monday. 

Superintendent of Police 
Keshav Kumar said that po-
lice personnel have been put on 
alert to prevent cow and liquor 

smuggling and other crimes.
He instructed to install 

CCTV cameras at Tamkuhi-
raj, Tarayasujan, Patharwa, 
Vishunpura, Chaurakhas, Se-
varhi and Barwanpatti police 
stations, located along the Bi-
har border.

The offi cer has also ordered 
CCTV installation at Bahadu-
rpur police post, Tinfediya, 
Sevarhi town post, Pipra Ghat, 
Samur Bazaar, Bankata Bazar 
and Dibni Banjarwa police 
outposts.

Additionally, orders have 
been given to install four CCTV 
cameras at Sukarouli in Kasya 
police station area, Kushinagar 
outpost, Kasya highway out-
post, and Jokwabazar police 
station.

September 16, tensions fl ared 
up in a village in Gorakhpur 
between villagers and alleged 
cattle smugglers here, which 
spiralled into violence, leaving 
a 20-year-old NEET aspirant 
dead and a suspect critically 
injured.

Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice, Gorakhpur, had suspended 
the in-charge and entire staff of 
the Jungle Dhusar police out-
post under the Pipraich police 
station with immediate effect.

Senior police offi cers were 
also injured in stone pelting 
when they tried to "rescue" 
the suspect who was being 
thrashed by angry villagers, 
prompting authorities to rush 
additional security forces to 
the violence-hit Mauachapi 
village.

Lucknow launches street dog training centre

UP police to install CCTV at border posts

A man treats a child affected by cerebral palsy on World Cerebral Palsy Day, at a rehab centre, in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, Monday  PTI PHOTO
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Alappuzha (Kerala), Oct 
6:  Sarath Nair, a resident of 
Thaikattussery, has won the 
`25 crore fi rst prize in the Thi-
ruvonam Bumper lottery.

Nair submitted the winning 
ticket at the SBI Thuravoor 
Branch Monday. The ticket, 
numbered ‘TH 577825', was pur-
chased from a lottery retail out-
let owned by agent Latheesh.

“I could not believe that 
the winning ticket was with 
me when the results were an-
nounced October 3. Later, I 
went home and re-checked the 
lottery to be sure,” Nair said.

He added that he rarely buys 
lottery tickets. “This is the fi rst 
time I purchased a bumper tick-
et. I seldom buy smaller lottery 
tickets,” he said.

Asked about his plans after 
winning `25 crore, Nair said, “I 
haven't planned anything yet. 

I have a few debts to clear and 
will discuss further with my 
family.”

On whether he will contin-
ue working at the paint shop, 
he said, “I have been working 
there for the past 12 years, and 
I will continue my job.”

The Thiruvonam Bumper 
carries the highest fi rst prize 
among all lotteries conducted 
by the Kerala State Lotteries 
Department.
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Varanasi, Oct 6: Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yo-
gi Adityanath Monday an-
nounced that `16,000 to `20,000 
would directly be credited to 
sanitation workers' accounts, 
according to a statement.

Adityanath attended the 
Swachhata Mitra Samman 
ceremony at Saroj Palace, 
Piplani Katra, honouring 
sanitation workers who con-
tributed significantly during 
the Swachhata Hi Seva Pa-
khwada.

He said preparations, in-
cluding the creation of a 
dedicated portal, are under-
way. Sanitation workers and 
Swachhata Mitras will also 
receive health coverage of 
`5 lakh under the Ayushman 
Bharat scheme, ensuring their 
protection and well-being.

He announced that `16,000 
to `20,000 will soon be directly 
credited to sanitation work-
ers' accounts, emphasising 
that "no one will be able to 
exploit them".

 During the ceremony, he 
distributed sanitation kits, 
showered flowers on the 
workers, and posed for photo-
graphs with citizens, includ-
ing a schoolgirl, celebrating 
their dedication to cleanli-
ness, the statement said.

Adityanath also announced 
that October 7 will be a pub-
lic holiday on the occasion of 
Lord Valmiki Jayanti.

Describing Valmiki as "the 
architect of India's sage tra-
dition" and a "guiding force 
of Sanatan Dharma", the 
chief minister said the 'tri-
kaldarshi' (one who can see 
the past, present and future) 
sage inspires devotion to Lord 
Rama and is recognised as the 
world's first poet, having com-
posed the earliest epic.

Adityanath remarked that 
politicians are often noticed 
by the public only during 
elections.

Alappuzha native wins `25cr
Thiruvonam Bumper lottery

UP CM announces aid 
for sanitation workers

RAGS TO RICHES



Held a fruit-
ful meeting 
with Mr. 

Miyaji Takuma, 
State Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, 
Government of 
Japan. We discussed opportuni-
ties to further deepen econom-
ic and cultural ties between 
Haryana and Japan

NAYAB SINGH SAINI |  
CHIEF MINISTER, HARYANA

Sanatan 
Dharma 
alone can 

ensure peace, 
harmony, and 
the welfare of all, 
urging citizens 
to embrace it. To preserve 
Sanatan Dharma, Sanskrit must 
once again become a living 
medium of expression

YOGI ADITYANATH  | 
CHIEF MINISTER, UTTAR PRADESH
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HIMACHAL HC GETS 
2 MORE JUDGES
Two senior advocates, Jiya Lal Bhardwaj 
and Romesh Verma, were sworn in as 
judges of the Himachal Pradesh High 
Court Monday. Chief Justice G S Sand-
hawalia administered the oath of offi ce 
at the the High Court here

Now new 
scientifi c evidence 

has been reported that 
future projected Arctic 
sea-ice loss will increase 
the frequency of high and 
intense rainfall days over 
South Asia
JAIRAM RAMESH  | FORMER 
ENVIRONMENT MINISTER

The country 
will not 
develop 

unless all the 
sections of the 
society progress 
together

REKHA GUPTA  |  DELHI CHIEF MINISTER

Nitish inaugurates 
Patna Metro corridor
Patna: Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar inaugurated a 
section of the Patna Metro 
Monday, hours ahead of 
the announcement of the 
Assembly elections in 
the state. A 3.45-km-long 
elevated corridor, covering 
three stations -- Patliputra 
Bus Terminal, Zero Mile, and 
Bhoothnath, was opened 
as part of the “priority 
corridor”. Kumar also laid 
the foundation stones for 
six underground metro 
stations, including Patna 
Junction, and a 9.35-km-long 
tunnel connecting them, as 
part of corridor 1. Deputy 
CMs Samrat Choudhary and 
Vijay Kumar Singh, along 
with cabinet colleagues and 
senior bureaucrats, took a 
ride on the metro after the 
inauguration.

Police seize 1,200 kg 
of banned fi recrackers
New Delhi: Ahead of the 
festive season, the Delhi 
Police has seized more than 
1,200 kilograms of banned 
fi recrackers in multiple 
operations conducted across 
the city and arrested six 
people in the case, an offi cial 
said Monday. According to 
the police, separate raids 
carried out by the Shahdara 
district led to the seizure of 
746 kg of fi recrackers, over 
124 kgs were recovered in 
a raid in Ashok Nagar while 
394 kg were recovered by 
the crime branch. “A total 
of six persons have been 
apprehended in connection 
with the seizures,” the offi cer 
said. The Delhi Police has 
intensifi ed the enforcement 
drive against the illegal sale, 
storage and transportation of 
banned fi recrackers, which 
pose serious risks to public 
safety and violate pollution 
control measures.

Kisan Mazdoor 
Morcha holds protest
Chandigarh: Farmers’ body 
Kisan Mazdoor Morcha 
Monday held protests at 
many places in Punjab 
to demand immediate 
compensation for fl ood-hit 
farmers. They also lashed 
out at the state government 
for taking action against 
farmers for stubble burning, 
and burnt effi gies of the 
union government and 
the Punjab government as 
part of their protest. Kisan 
Mazdoor Morcha leader 
Sarwan Singh Pandher said 
farmers are demanding 
compensation for extensive 
losses suffered during the 
recent fl oods in the state. 
He demanded that the 
government pay at least 
`70,000 per acre to farmers 
for the damage of paddy 
crop during the deluge.

SHORT TAKES
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Jaipur, Oct 6: A massive fire 
blazed through the neuro ICU 
of Jaipur’s state-run Sawai 
Man Singh (SMS) Hospital in 
the dead of the night, killing 
six patients on critical care 
support, officials said Mon-
day.

Eleven patients were be-
ing treated in the ICU at the 
time. The fire, which erupted 
in the storage area around 
midnight, is suspected to have 
been caused by a short circuit. 
The flames spread fast and 
rescuers could pull out only 
five patients.

According to a hospital of-
ficial, six people, two women 
and four men, died, and five 
are undergoing treatment. 
Fourteen other patients were 
admitted to a different ICU. 
They all were rescued in time.

The government announced 
`10 lakh in compensation to 
the next of the kin of the de-
ceased.

It also removed SMS hospi-
tal superintendent Dr Sushil 
Bhati and Trauma Centre in-
charge Dr Anurag Dhakad 
from their posts. The two were 
replaced by Dr Mrinal Joshi 
and Dr BL Yadav.

The tender of the fire safe-
ty agency was cancelled, and 
legal proceedings were under-
way against the company, an 
official said.

Walls blackened with smoke 
and soot, equipment twisted 
out of shape in the heat, and 
shattered glass told the tale 
of the horrors that unfolded 

when the fire broke out.
Expressing grief over the 

tragedy, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said in an X post 
in Hindi, “The loss of lives 
due to a fire tragedy at a hos-
pital in Jaipur, Rajasthan, is 
deeply saddening. Condolenc-
es to those who have lost their 
loved ones. May the injured 
recover soon.”

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah termed the incident trag-
ic. “The local administration 
is taking every possible step 
for the safety of patients, their 
treatment, and the care of 
those affected,” he said on X.

The state government has 
formed a high-level committee 
to probe the incident.

SMS Hospital is Rajasthan’s 
biggest government health fa-
cility, treating patients from 
across the state and else-
where.

Anguished relatives held a 
brief protest and alleged that 
authorities were negligent, ig-
noring warnings and fleeing 
instead of rescuing the ailing 
and sick.

Among them was Rukmini’s 
son Joginder.

“My mother was recovering 
and was supposed to be fine. 
But this disaster happened. 
When the smoke started, there 
were 15 to 16 people in the 

ward. People were trying to 
evacuate their own patients,” 
he said.

“No one helped my moth-
er. My elder brother grabbed 
a torch from the hospital 
staff, found our mother, and 
brought her out. No one went 
to help her. I could not save 
her and could not do any-
thing,” he told reporters.

The trauma centre building 
is in front of the main hospital 
building on busy Tonk Road.

Hospital staff and atten-
dants evacuated patients with 
some wheeling beds outside 
the building. Firefighters 
brought the fire under con-
trol in around two hours, an 
official said.

Chief Minister Bhajanlal 
Sharma, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Jogaram Pa-
tel, and Minister of State for 
Home Jawahar Singh Bedham 
were among those who visit-
ed the trauma centre to take 
stock of the situation.

When Patel and Bedham 
reached the spot, relatives of 
some patients told them that 
the staff had ignored early 
warning and fled when the 
fire erupted.

They also claimed that the 
hospital staff could not pro-
vide updates on the patients’ 
condition.

6 killed as fi re ravages 
ICU of Jaipur’s hospital
Anguished relatives held 

a brief protest and alleged 
that authorities were 

negligent, ignoring 
warnings and fl eeing 
instead of rescuing 
the ailing and sick
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New Delhi, Oct 6: The Elec-
tion Commission (EC) Monday 
announced 17 new initiatives 
that will be unrolled during the 
Bihar Assembly polls, includ-
ing compulsory webcasting and 
mobile phone-deposit facilities 
at all polling stations.

At a press conference here, 
Chief Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar an-
nounced the “Bihar First Initia-
tives”, which will be unrolled 
at all stages -- from preparing 
for the polls to the counting of 
the votes. These initiatives will 
be launched in all states during 
subsequent elections, he said.

For the fi rst time, counters 
will be available outside all 
polling stations for the voters 
to deposit their mobile phones. 
The number of electors per poll-
ing station has also been limit-

ed to 1,200 to avoid crowding.
The poll panel will issue vot-

er-information slips with serial 
and part numbers (details of the 
polling station) displayed prom-
inently for easier verifi cation of 
voters. 

A one-stop digital platform -- 
ECINet -- will provide real-time 
voter-turnout updates and the 

presiding offi cers will upload 
the turnout data on the app 
every two hours on the polling 
day to reduce the time lag.

There will be 100 per cent 
webcasting at all polling sta-
tions and candidate booths 
will be allowed just outside 100 
metres of the polling stations.

The EC has also revised the 

guidelines to make EVM ballot 
papers more readable and the 
electronic voting machines will 
have colour photographs 
of the candidates for 
the fi rst time.

The count-
ing of VVPAT 
(voter-veri-
fi able paper 
audit trail) 
slips will be 
mandatory in 
case of a mis-
match between 
the form 17C and 
the EVM data, and 
wherever the mock 
poll data was not erased 
erroneously.

The penultimate round of 
EVM/VVPAT counting will be 
taken up only after the count-
ing of the postal ballots, the 
CEC said.

A technology-driven system 

to promote accessibility of elec-
tion-related data at the constit-
uency level for all stakeholders 

will also be available, 
with the EC intro-

ducing digital in-
dex cards and 

reports.
In the pre-

paratory 
stage, the 
poll panel 
held train-
ing for the 

booth-level 
agents (BLAs) 

appointed by po-
litical parties. They 

were trained in various 
aspects of supporting the pro-
cess of preparing the electoral 
rolls, including the use of the 
appeals provision under the 
Representation of the People 
Act, 1950.

More than 7,000 booth-level 

offi cers (BLOs) and BLO super-
visors from across the country, 
including Bihar, were trained 
at the India International Insti-
tute of Democracy and Election 
Management (IIIDEM), New 
Delhi. Besides, special sessions 
were conducted for the Bihar 
Police for preparedness during 
the election.

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR), which was undertak-
en in the state for the “purifi ca-
tion” of the electoral rolls, was 
listed among the “Bihar First 
Initiatives”. The poll panel also 
mentioned the remunerations 
for offi cials -- BLOs, supervisors 
and polling and counting staff, 
the Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF), monitoring teams and 
micro-observers. Honorarium 
will be provided for the EROs 
and AEROs for the fi rst time, 
and the provisions for refresh-
ments have also been enhanced.
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Bhopal/Thiruvananthapu-
ram, Oct 6: Several states 
ramped up actions Monday 
to halt the consumption and 
supply of Coldrif cough syrup 
following 14 fatalities of chil-
dren linked to the medicine in 
Madhya Pradesh, where the 
government suspended three 
offi cials and transferred the 
drug controller.

These deaths due to suspect-
ed renal failure were reported 
from Chhindwara in Madhya 
Pradesh in a month.

The cough syrup, manufac-
tured in Tamil Nadu, was found 
to be dangerously adulterated 
with the highly poisonous sub-
stance Diethylene Glycol (DEG).

The tragic deaths triggered a 
national health alert, leading to 
suspensions of offi cials in Mad-
hya Pradesh, arrests, nation-
wide stock confi scations, and 
immediate, stringent changes 
to drug prescription guidelines 
in states like Kerala and Kar-
nataka.

The Kerala Health Depart-
ment, under Minister Veena 
George, ordered that no med-
icines should be given to chil-
dren under 12 without a doctor’s 
prescription.

The Karnataka Health De-
partment issued an advisory 
to healthcare institutions not 
to prescribe or dispense cough 
and cold syrups to children be-

low the age of two.
According to medical experts, 

DEG is a highly toxic industrial 
chemical and is used as a cheap-
er, yet highly toxic, substitute 
for legitimate pharmaceutical 
solvents like propylene glycol 
(PG) or glycerin (also called 
glycerol). Manufacturers fraud-
ulently or accidentally substi-
tute the safe ingredient for the 
toxic one to cut costs, especially 
in cough syrups.

Offi cials confi rmed that sam-
ples of the medicine, manufac-
tured by Sresan Pharmaceuti-
cal, Kancheepuram (Tamil Na-
du), contained over 48 per cent 
of DEG. Following the tragedy, 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Mohan Yadav ordered a major 
overhaul of the state’s drug ad-
ministration and suspended two 
drug inspectors, Gaurav Shar-
ma and Sharad Kumar Jain, 
and Deputy Director, Shobhit 
Costa, of the food and drug ad-
ministration. The state Drug 
Controller, Dinesh Maurya, 
was transferred after police 
registered an FIR and arrested 
Dr Praveen Soni of Chhindwara 
for alleged negligence. A case 
was also registered against the 
Tamil Nadu-based Coldrif syrup 
manufacturing company.

The sale of the syrup has 
been banned statewide, with 
the chief minister directing a 
massive campaign to confi scate 
all remaining stocks from shops 
and recover the medicine from 
families in Chhindwara and 
surrounding districts.

Yadav also stressed that com-
bination drugs must not be pre-
scribed to children under four 
years of age, citing a legal pro-
vision, and ordered prosecution 
for doctors who violate this.

EC UNROLLS 17 NEW INITIATIVES IN BIHAR
For the fi rst time, counters will be available outside all polling stations for the voters to deposit their mobile phones

Bihar 
will go 

to polls in two 
phases -- November 
6 and 11 -- and the 
counting of votes 
will be taken up 

November 14

COUGH SYRUP DEATHS

Several states intensify 
health safety measures

The tragic deaths 
triggered a national 

health alert, leading to 
suspensions of offi cials in 
Madhya Pradesh, arrests, 

nationwide stock 
confi scations, and 

immediate, stringent 
changes to drug 

prescription guidelines in 
states like Kerala 
and Karnataka
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New Delhi, Oct 6: Two 
multi-party delegations of 
parliamentarians headed by 
BJP MPs PP Chaudhary and 
Daggubati Purandeswari will 
be representing India at the 
80th United Nations General 
Assembly in New York.

The fi rst group, headed by 
Chaudhary, will be in New 
York between October 8 and 
October 14, while the other 
group will be there from Oc-
tober 27.

An MP said these are 
“non-offi cial” delegations as 
they do not strictly represent 
the State and are more of rep-
resentatives of the Indian de-
mocracy and its united stand 
on a host of issues.

The delegation led by Chaud-
hary includes Anil Baluni, 
Nishikant Dubey and Ujjw-
al Nikam of the BJP, Vivek 
Tankha and Kumari Selja 
of the Congress, Samajwadi 
Party’s Rajeev Rai and RSP’s 
NK Premachandran, among 
others. It has a total of 15 MPs, 
offi cials said.

The other delegation in-
cludes VD Sharma, Dilip 
Saikia, Rekha Sharma of the 
BJP, RJD’s Manoj Kumar Jha, 
DMK’s P Wilson, TMC(M)’s GK 
Vasan and AAP’s Sandeep Ku-
mar Pathak, among others.

Purandeswari said, “The 
UNGA is a vital platform 
where member nations come 
together to discuss key global 
issues, from peace and security 
to human rights, development, 
and international cooperation. 
I look forward to representing 
our nation and contributing to 
these important deliberations 
on the world stage.”

India sends two 
parliamentary 
delegations to UNGA
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Raebareli (UP), Oct 6: A 
40-year-old Dalit man was al-
legedly lynched by villagers who 
mistook him for a thief during a 
night vigil amid rumours that a 
gang was using drones for sur-
veillance to mark houses for 
robberies, police said Monday.

Five people have been arrested 
in the case and three police per-
sonnel have been suspended for 
alleged negligence, they said, add-
ing the accused come from differ-
ent social backgrounds, including 
Dalits and other backward castes. 
Police appealed to residents not to 
spread any caste-related rumours 
about the incident. The deceased 
was identifi ed as Hariom, a res-
ident of neighbouring Fatehpur 
district. Uttar Pradesh Congress 
president Ajay Rai Monday visit-
ed Hariom’s family and claimed 
that the victim was beaten up 

when he took Rahul Gandhi’s 
name. He alleged that “jungle 
raj” was prevailing in the state. 
Gandhi spoke to the victim’s 
brother on phone and assured 
him of all support. According 
to police, residents in several 
villages in the Unchahar police 
station area have been keeping 
night vigils following rumours 
that drone surveillance was being 
done to orchestrate thefts. Hari-
om was walking to his in-laws' 
house in the New Basti area of 
Unchahar town to meet his wife 
Pinky Wednesday night, and his 
daughter Ananya when some vil-
lagers became suspicious of his 

movement near the Jamunapur 
crossing and started questioning 
him, police said.

When he failed to respond to 
their queries, the villagers bru-
tally thrashed him, suspecting 
him of being a thief, they said.

Eyewitnesses told police that 
the mob dragged the victim to the 
Ishwardaspur railway station 
and left him there in a critical 
condition. Villagers found his 
body lying near the railway track 
Thursday morning, according 
to police. Police said by the time 
they reached the spot, the man, 
who was lying in a pool of blood, 
had succumbed to his injuries.

Mistaken for thief, Dalit man lynched in Raebareli

Indian Coast Guard (ICG) conducts the 10th edition of the National Level Pollution Response Exercise 
(NATPOLREX-X) in conjunction with the 27th National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan (NOSDCP) and Preparedness 
Meeting, off the coast of Chennai, Tamil Nadu, Monday  PTI PHOTO



> Chalk powder 
in atta
> Brick powder 
in chili
> Detergent in 
milk
> Sand in pulses

> Poisonous Diethylene glycol in 
kids cough syrup
The fact that some people are 
doing this fully knowing it can kill 
others shows how far we’ve fallen 
as a society
A profound decay of humanity!
 @talk2anuradha
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345 BSF RECRUITS JOIN 
PASSING OUT PARADE
A total of 345 recruits of the Border Security 
Force (BSF) Monday participated in their 
passing out parade in Jharkhand’s Haz-
aribag district, an offi cial said. The passing 
out parade was organised at the Rani Jhansi 
Parade Ground at the BSF Training Centre 
and School in Meru

We are prom-
ise-bound to trans-
form Ladakh into a 
top winter tourism 
and adventure 
sports hub
KAVINDER GUPTA | 
LT GOVERNOR, LADAKH

ED attaches `40-cr 
assets in MUDA case
New Delhi: The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) Monday said it 
has attached fresh assets worth 
Rs 40 crore in connection with 
the Karnataka MUDA-linked 
money laundering investigation. 
A provisional order for attaching 
34 immovable assets, including 
some MUDA (Mysuru Urban 
Development Authority) sites, 
was issued October 4 under the 
provisions of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 
they said. The market value of 
these assets is Rs 40.08 crore, 
the federal probe agency said in 
a statement. 

Namchik-Namphuk 
coal block inaugurated
Itanagar: The Namchik-
Namphuk coal block in 
Arunachal Pradesh was 
inaugurated Monday, 
marking the beginning of the 
northeastern state’s fi rst-
ever commercial coal mining 
operation, offi cials said. Union 
Minister of Coal and Mines G 
Kishan Reddy and Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu also performed the 
‘Bhoomi Poojan’ of the Namchik-
Namphuk Central Coal Block 
at Longtom under Kharsang 
Sub-Division. The coal block, with 
estimated reserves of 1.5 crore 
tonnes, was fi rst allocated in 2003. 

Delhi Police busts 
cybercrime syndicate
New Delhi: The Delhi Police 
has busted a cybercrime 
syndicate with the arrest 
of fi ve people allegedly 
involved in defrauding more 
than Rs 4 crore through fake 
investment schemes, offi cials 
said Monday. Police said the 
gang was operating a large-
scale investment fraud racket, 
promising high returns through 
stock and IPO investments. So far, 
investigators have traced Rs 4.25 
crore in fraudulent transactions 
through these channels. 

The IAF has 
been present 
in Jamnagar 

and Bhuj in Gujarat 
since its inception, 
and the SWAC 
plays a vital role in 
the security of the state 
and the country

BHUPENDRA PATEL  | 
CHIEF MINISTER , GUJARAT 

Himachal 
Pradesh has 
reaffi rmed its 

role as one of In-
dia's greenest and 
environmentally 
progressive states, 
registering a major increase in 
both forest and tree cover over the 
past two decades

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU | 
CHIEF MINISTER, HIMACHAL PRADESH

Mumbai is 
not just the 
fi nancial 

capital but also 
the entertainment 
and startup hub 
of India. Owing to 
continuous infrastructure expan-
sion and reforms, Maharashtra 
has truly become the investment 
magnet of the country

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS  | 
CHIEF MINISTER, MAHARASHTRA

SHORT TAKES
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Kolkata, Oct 6: A day after 
torrential rains wreaked 
havoc in large parts of north 
Bengal leaving a death toll of 
28 in its wake so far, politics 
acquired centre stage after 
BJP MP Khagen Murmu and 
MLA Sankar Ghosh were in-
jured in a mob attack during 
their visit to the flood and 
landslide-hit Nagrakata area 
of Jalpaiguri district.

Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, who rushed to the fl ood-
hit areas Monday to review 
ground situation and oversee 
relief and rescue operations, ap-
pealed for restraint and unity, 
and urged people not to indulge 
in “any untoward incident” 
amid the ongoing crisis.

Banerjee called the fl oods 
and the ensuing destruction 
“man-made”, and blamed the 
DVC for “unrestricted” release 
of water, resulting in overfl ow-
ing rivers in the southern parts 
of the state.

The chief minister an-
nounced a compensation of 
Rs 5 lakh to the next of kin of 
those who died in the floods 
and landslides, besides offer-
ing a job of home guard to one 
member of the bereaved fami-
lies. She distributed compen-
sation cheques to the victims’ 
family members after reach-
ing relief camps in Jalpaiguri.

Governor CV Ananda Bose, 
too, visited the fl ood-ravaged 
areas of Mirik in the Darjeeling 
hills. While BJP state president 
Samik Bhattacharya - accompa-
nied by party MPs Manoj Tigga 
and Jayanta Roy - reached out 
to the fl ood affected people in 
Banarhat area of Jalpaiguri 
district, his party’s Darjeeling 
MP Raju Bista moved around in 
the badly-affected Mirik over-
seeing camps and distributing 
relief materials.

But the attack on BJP leaders 
in Nagrakata triggered a politi-
cal storm after Shankar Ghosh 

shared on social media a video 
of Khagen Murmu, profusely 
bleeding from his face and nose, 
before being rushed to a hospi-
tal, claiming that they were 
roughed up and their vehicle 
vandalised by locals.

PTI could not independently 
verify the authenticity of the 
video. Ghosh, the BJP MLA 
from Siliguri, said they had to 
leave the place soon after the 
incident to take the Malda Ut-
tar MP to the hospital. Murmu 
was given initial medical aid 
and later taken to Siliguri for 
further treatment, he said.

Ghosh, the party’s chief whip 
in the Assembly, claimed in the 
video that the locals “kicked 
and punched us, and thereaf-
ter, started throwing stones 
at us, causing severe injury to 
Khagen da”.

Blaming the ruling party for 
the attack, the BJP alleged that 
“TMC’s jungle raj was prevail-
ing in West Bengal”.

“Murmu was attacked by 
TMC goons while on his way 
to Nagrakata in Jalpaiguri's 
Dooars region to help with 
relief and rescue efforts after 
devastating rains, fl oods, and 
landslides,” BJP’s co-incharge 
for West Bengal, Amit Malviya, 
said in a post on X.

BJP MP bleeds after 
mob attack in Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, who rushed to the fl ood-
hit areas Monday to review ground situation and oversee 
relief and rescue operations, appealed for restraint and 
unity, and urged people not to indulge in ‘any untoward 

incident’ amid the ongoing crisis
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New Delhi, Oct 6: Rain lashed 
parts of Delhi, Haryana, Pun-
jab, and Rajasthan, while fresh 
snowfall was reported in the 
higher reaches of Himachal 
Pradesh and Jammu and Kash-
mir, causing the mercury to 
drop in several northern states 
Monday.

In West Bengal, the death toll 
in Darjeeling landslides rose 
to 28 Monday with six people 
still missing, as rescue teams 
battled rising waters across 
the hills. The disaster has also 
ignited a fi erce political con-
frontation between the ruling 
TMC and the Opposition BJP.

With over 300 mm of rain in 
12 hours, the landslides ravaged 
Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and Ka-
limpong districts, leaving thou-
sands of tourists stranded and 
hundreds homeless as several 
hill slopes caved in.

A yellow alert was issued for 
parts of Maharashtra’s Vidar-
bha region, signalling light to 
moderate showers with thun-
derstorms and lightning.

In Jammu and Kashmir, light 
to moderate rainfall was wit-
nessed in the plains of Kashmir 
and snowfall was reported from 
Sinthan Top in Anantnag dis-
trict, Affarwat in Gulmarg, Zo-
jila Pass, Bangus in Kupwara, 
Razdan Pass in Gurez valley, 
and other higher-altitude areas, 
offi cials said.

The day temperature in the 
valley dipped by nearly 10 de-
grees Celsius, with Srinagar re-
cording a maximum of around 
11 degrees Celsius Monday, 
compared to 22.6 degrees re-
corded a day earlier. The me-
teorological offi ce has forecast 
continued wet weather for the 
next 24 hours in the valley.

Similarly, in Himachal 
Pradesh, the minimum and 

maximum temperatures wit-
nessed a signifi cant drop as the 
state received snowfall for the 
second day in a row. Keylong in 
tribal Lahaul and Spiti record-
ed a low of 0.1 degree Celsius.

Intermittent showers lashed 
parts of the state, with Guler 
receiving 42 mm of rain since 
Sunday evening, according to 
offi cials. Thunderstorms were 
witnessed in Jot, Sundernagar, 

Bhunter, Kangra, Palampur, 
and Shimla, while gusty winds 
with speeds ranging between 41 
and 57 kmph swept Hamirpur, 
Narkanda, Kufri, Bajaura, Reck-
ong Peo, Tabo, and Kotkhai.

Shimla MeT Offi ce Director 
Kuldeep Srivastav said a strong 
active western disturbance 
would impact the state for the 
next two days, with the possi-
bility of heavy rains in Kangra 
and Chamba districts and snow 
in Lahaul and Spiti districts.

Meanwhile, rainfall provided 
relief to Delhi-NCR from the hot 
and humid conditions that had 
persisted over the last several 
days in the region. The city re-
corded a minimum temperature 
of 20.6 degrees Celsius, two notch-
es below the season's average.

In Punjab, places like Mohali, 
Amritsar, Hoshiarpur, Pathan-
kot, Ferozepur, Phagwara, Ka-
purthala, Jalandhar, Bathinda, 
Rupnagar, and Ludhiana re-

ceived rain, while Haryana's 
Panchkula, Hisar, Fatehabad, 
Ambala, Rohtak, and Kuruk-
shetra were lashed by rain.

The local meteorological of-
fi ce said that due to a western 
disturbance affecting northwest 
India, light to moderate rain is 
likely at most places in Punjab 
and Haryana October 6 and 7.

In Rajasthan, heavy rain-
fall was witnessed in parts of 
Bikaner, Kota, and Udaipur 
divisions due to the western 
disturbance, according to the 
Jaipur Meteorological Centre.

Heavy rain and hailstorms 
are expected in isolated areas 
of Jaipur, Bikaner, Ajmer, and 
Bharatpur divisions.

However, the rain activity 
is expected to subside in Jodh-
pur and Bikaner divisions on 
Tuesday, while it will continue 
in parts of Jaipur, Bharatpur, 
Ajmer, Kota, and Udaipur divi-
sions, the MeT centre said.

Showers drench north India, fresh snowfall in J&K
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New Delhi, Oct 6: Bihar will 
go to polls in two phases No-
vember 6 and 11 and votes will 
be counted November 14 to de-
cide the fate of the ruling NDA 
government led by Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar and the chal-
lenge posed by the Opposition 
INDIA bloc comprising RJD 
and Congress among others.

The election in the polit-
ically important state this 
time has a third force in the 
form of Prashant Kishor’s Jan 
Suraaj Party, while a special 
intensive revision (SIR), which 
Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar repeatedly 
described as “shuddhikaran” 
(purifi cation), of the voter list 
has already charged up the elec-
toral process.

Announcing the schedule, 
Kumar said elections will 
be held in 121 seats of the 
243-member Assembly Novem-
ber 6, while the remaining 122 
constituencies will go to polls 
November 11. The counting of 
votes will be held November 14.

The model code of conduct 

(MCC) has come into effect in 
Bihar with the announcement 
of the Assembly elections.

In the outgoing Assembly, 
the ruling NDA has 138 mem-
bers, while the opposition al-
liance has 103 members in the 
243-member Assembly.

As many as 7.42 crore voters 
will be eligible to exercise their 
franchise across 90,712 polling 
stations, all of which have web-
cast facilities to ensure trans-
parent elections.

Bihar has 3.92 crore male vot-
ers and 3.5 crore female voters. 
Nearly 14,000 voters are more 
than 100 years old, while 14 
lakh will exercise their right 
to vote for the fi rst time.

Kumar said nearly 69 lakh 
names have been deleted since 
the start of the SIR of elector-
al rolls, but refused to answer 
specifi c questions on how ma-
ny deletions happened due to 
non-citizenship.

“A breakup cannot be given 

in a decentralised set-up. The 
ERO (Electoral Registration 
Offi cer) makes the voter lists, it 
can be appealed at the level of 
district magistrate and the CEO.

“This has to be followed by 
everyone as it is mentioned in 
the Representation of People 
Act. When elections are held, 
the process is conducted under 
the supervision of the return-
ing offi cer and there is a pro-
vision for election petition,” 
Kumar said.

He said the main reasons 
for the deletion of names were 
deaths, unproven citizenship 
or permanent migration to 
other states and this data had 
been shared with the political 
parties.

After demand from several 
political parties, Kumar said 
it has now been made manda-
tory to complete the counting 
of postal ballots before the last 
two rounds of counting of votes.

Terming the Bihar elections 
as “mother of all elections”, 
the CEC said the Commission 
will roll out 17 new initiatives, 
which could be implemented 
across the country later.

Bihar polls Nov 6, 11
Announcing the schedule, Kumar said elections will be held in 121 seats of the 243-member 
Assembly November 6, while the remaining 122 constituencies will go to polls November 11

Artists make eco-friendly lanterns using paper and natural colours ahead of Diwali, in Thane, Maharashtra, Monday  PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Oct 6: Leaders of 
Opposition parties condemned 
an attack on Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) BR Gavai Monday 
and said it is an assault on the 
Constitution and it shows how 
hate and fanaticism have en-
gulfed the society.

The Congress, CPI, CPI(M), 
NCP-SP, Shiv Sena (UBT), DMK 
and other parties were unani-
mous in condemning the attack 
on the CJI.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi spoke to Justice Gavai 
and said the attack on him has 
angered every Indian. “There is 
no place for such reprehensible 
acts in our society. It is utterly 
condemnable,” Modi said, ap-
preciating the calm displayed 

by the CJI.
The Congress, however, 

slammed the prime minister 
earlier, questioning his si-
lence hours after the incident, 
which it said was shameful. 
The Opposition party also 
termed the incident a shock-
ing breach of decorum and a 
dangerous new low in India’s 
democratic history, claiming 
it to be an assault on the ju-
diciary and the Constitution.

In a shocking breach of de-
corum, a 71-year-old lawyer al-
legedly tried to hurl a shoe at 
the CJI during court proceed-
ings, but was stopped by alert 
security personnel.

Police sources said a note, 
containing the slogan “Sana-
tan dharma ka apmaan nahi 
sahega Hindustan” (India 

will not tolerate insults to 
Sanatan Dharma), was found 
from the lawyer’s possession. 
The Bar Council of India has 
suspended his licence with 
immediate effect.

Despite the disconcerting 
act, the CJI remained un-
fazed and continued with the 
hearings. “Don’t get distract-
ed by all this. We are not dis-
tracted. These things do not 
affect me,” he said.

The Congress said the inci-
dent marked a “shocking and 
dangerous new low in India’s 
democratic history”.

Terming it an open assault 
on the very foundation of jus-
tice and the rule of law, the 
party said this is not merely an 
attack on one individual.

“It is the outcome of a sus-

tained campaign to undermine 
institutions, intimidate voices 
of integrity, and erode public 
faith in the judiciary,” it said 
in a post on X.

The Congress said the attack 
refl ected a “culture of impuni-
ty and hatred that has been 
encouraged by those in power”.

In a statement, Congress Par-
liamentary Party chairperson 
Sonia Gandhi said it was not 
just an attack on the CJI but 
on the Constitution.

“No words are adequate to 
condemn the attack on the 
Honourable Chief Justice of 
India in the Supreme Court 
itself. It is an assault not just 
on him but on our Constitution 
as well. Chief Justice Gavai has 
been very gracious but the na-
tion must stand in solidarity 

with him unitedly with a deep 
sense of anguish and outrage,” 
she said.

In a post on X, Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi said the attack 
was an assault on the dignity of 
the judiciary and the spirit of 
the Constitution.

“Such hatred has no place 
in our nation and must be con-
demned,” the leader of opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha said.

Congress chief Mallikarjun 
Kharge said an attempt to at-
tack the CJI is unprecedented, 
shameful and abhorrent. It is 
an attack on the dignity of the 
country's judiciary and the rule 
of law, he said.

“Such a mindless act shows 
how hate, fanaticism and bigot-
ry has engulfed our society in 
the past decade,” Kharge said.

Assault on judiciary, Constitution: Oppn parties on attack on CJI
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New Delhi, Oct 6: Vice Pres-
ident and Rajya Sabha Chair-
man CP Radhakrishnan will 
hold his fi rst meeting with lead-
ers of various parties Tuesday 
in Parliament complex.

The meeting aims to provide 
an opportunity for exchange 
of views on how to facilitate 
smooth functioning of the 
House and structured discus-
sions without disruptions — 
thereby optimising both the 
time and the quality of debates, 
his offi ce said in a statement.

This will be the maiden meet-
ing of the vice president with 
the leaders of the parties after 
he assumed charge as Rajya 
Sabha Chairman, it said.

“The Chairman, Rajya Sabha 
CP Radhakrishnan will hold a 
meeting with the leaders of all 
the parties in Rajya Sabha at 4 
pm 7 October, 2025,” the state-
ment said. Health Minister and 
Leader of the House JP Nadda, 
Leader of Opposition Mallikar-
jun Kharge, and Minister of Par-
liamentary Affairs and Minister 
of Minority Affairs Kiren Rijiju 
will be attending the meeting.

Besides, Law and Justice 
Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal 
and Minister of State for In-
formation and Broadcasting 
L Murugan have also been in-
vited for the maiden meeting 
called by Radhakrishnan.

Former prime minister and 
Rajya Sabha member HD De-
vegowda has also been invit-
ed for the meeting, the state-
ment said, adding that almost 
all the leaders of parties have 
confirmed their participation 
for the meeting.

VP Radhakrishnan to 
hold first meeting with 
leaders of parties today
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international
UN TO PROBE 
AFGHAN ABUSES
The United Nations Human Rights 
Council is to investigate abuses in 
Afghanistan, which could eventu-
ally enable criminal investigations 
into suspected violations by both the 
Taliban and foreign troops, including 
those from the United States.

Please remember 
I wrote about 
Osama bin Laden 
exactly one year 
before he blew up 
the World Trade 
Centre 
DONALD TRUMP | 
US PRESIDENT

4 Indians killed in 
Italy road accident 
London: Four Indian nationals 
were killed in a road accident 
in southern Italy's Matera 
city, according to the Indian 
Embassy in Rome. The victims 
were in a seven-seater Renault 
Scenic with six other people, 
which collided with a truck in 
the municipality of Scanzano 
Jonico in Matera city on the 
Agri Valley on Saturday, Italian 
news agency ANSA reported on 
Sunday. It identifi ed the victims 
as Kumar Manoj, 34, Singh 
Surjit, 33, Singh Harwinder, 
31, and Singh Jaskaran, 20.  
"The Embassy of India deeply 
condoles the tragic death of 
four Indian nationals in a road 
accident in Matera in southern 
Italy," the Indian embassy 
posted on social media. 

Incumbent to 
remain ISI DG
Islamabad: Pakistan's incumbent 
spy chief Lieutenant General 
Muhammad Asim Malik will 
continue as the Director 
General of the Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI), the country's 
premier intelligence agency, 
according to a media report 
Monday.  “Lt Gen Asim Malik 
is continuing his services in his 
present appointment,” security 
sources told The Express 
Tribune newspaper. Lt Gen 
Malik, who also serves as the 
national security advisor (NSA), 
was earlier due to retire later 
this year, reported the paper. 
However, the exact date of his 
retirement was not given. It 
also did not specify if his army 
service would be extended, 
which the government can do, or 
he would continue in the present 
role after formal retirement. He 
was appointed the head of the 
ISI in September 2024, replacing 
Lt Gen Nadeem Anjum. 

Egypt: Pharaonic 
painting vanishes 
Cairo: Egyptian antiquities 
offi cials on Sunday said 
a Pharaonic painting has 
disappeared from the famed 
Saqqara necropolis just 
outside of Cairo, becoming the 
latest artifact to disappear in 
a country known for its rich 
history. Mohamed Ismail, 
secretary-general of the 
Supreme Council of Antiquities, 
said the limestone painting 
was in the tomb of Khentika 
in the Saqqara necropolis. The 
mastaba tomb, which housed 
the painting, was found in the 
1950s, and hasn't opened since 
2019, he said in a statement. It 
dates back to the sixth dynasty 
of the ancient Old Kingdom — a 
period spanning roughly from 
around 2700 BC to 2200 BC. 

For years, 
they threat-
ened military 

action and used 
the snapback 
mechanism, but 
just as war was not 
a solution, snapback also proved 
ineffective. The three Europe-
an countries thought they held 
leverage with snapback, but its use 
resolved nothing

SEYYED ABBAS ARAGHCHI |  
IRANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER

Too often, 
journalists are 
put in harm's 

way while fulfi lling 
their vital role of 
delivering accurate 
news to the public. 
It is only right that they feel sup-
ported and protected so they can 
focus on carrying out their jobs to 
the highest standard

IAN MURRAY  | UK MEDIA MINISTER

The time 
has come 
to launch 

the export of our 
Ukrainian weapons 
— those types of 
weapons that we 
have in surplus, and therefore 
can be exported, so that there is 
funding for those types of weapons 
that are especially needed for 
defence 

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY  |  
UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Paris, Oct 6: France's new 
Prime Minister Sebastien Le-
cornu and his government 
resigned Monday, hours af-
ter Lecornu announced his 
cabinet line-up, making it the 
shortest-lived administration 
in modern French history and 
deepening the country's politi-
cal crisis.

The unexpected resignation 
came after allies and foes alike 
threatened to topple the new 
government, with Lecornu 
saying that meant he could 
not do his job. The announce-
ment drove stocks and the euro 
sharply lower.

Opposition parties immedi-
ately urged President Emman-
uel Macron to resign, or call a 
snap parliamentary election, 
saying there was no other way 
out of the crisis.

Lecornu, who was Macron's 
fi fth prime minister in two 
years, stayed in the job for only 
27 days. His government lasted 
just 14 hours, highlighting divi-
sions in the French parliament 
as the euro zone's second-larg-
est economy struggles to put its 
fi nances in order.

French politics has been in-
creasingly unstable since Ma-

cron's re-election in 2022 for 
want of any party or grouping 
holding a parliamentary major-
ity. Macron's decision to call a 
snap parliamentary election 
last year deepened the crisis 
by producing an even more 
fragmented parliament.

The centrist president could 
now call new snap elections, re-
sign or try to appoint yet anoth-
er prime minister - who could 
be a politician or a technocrat. 
In past months, Macron, whose 
mandate runs until May 2027, 
has repeatedly ruled out step-
ping down or calling elections. 
He is yet to react publicly to 
Lecornu's resignation.

BFM TV showed footage of 
Macron walking by the Seine, 
cutting a lonely fi gure.

In the opposition, many 
rushed to ask for Macron to 
call new snap parliamentary 
elections or quit.

"This joke has gone on long 
enough, the farce must end," 
far-right Rassemblement Na-
tional leader Marine Le Pen 
said. Mathilde Panot, of the 
hard-left France Unbowed, said: 
"The countdown has begun. Ma-
cron must go."

David Lisnard, of the con-
servative Republicans, was al-
so among those who called on 
Macron to leave.

Lecornu's choice of ministers 
has been criticised across the 
political spectrum, particularly 
his decision to bring back for-
mer Finance Minister Bruno Le 
Maire to serve at the defence 
ministry, with critics saying 
that under his watch, France's 
public defi cit soared. 

Lecornu's main task would 
have been to pass a budget as 
France is faced with a massive 
debt crisis. At the end of the 
fi rst quarter of 2025, France's 

public debt stood at 3.346 tril-
lion euros (USD 3.9 trillion), or 
114 per cent of GDP. Debt ser-
vicing remains a major budget 
item, accounting for around 7 
per cent of state spending.

Other key positions re-
mained largely unchanged 
from the previous cabinet, with 
conservative Bruno Retailleau 
staying on as interior minister 
in charge of policing and inter-
nal security, Jean-Noel Barrot 
remaining as foreign minister 
and Gérald Darmanin keeping 
the justice ministry.

Retailleau, the head of the 
conservative Republicans par-
ty, said he did not feel respon-
sible for Lecornu's fall despite 
lashing out at the composition 
of the new government. Retail-
leau blamed Lecornu for not let-
ting him know Le Maire would 
be part of the government. “It's 
a matter of trust,” he told TF1 
broadcaster. "You promise a 
break and end up with return-
ing horses. This government 
embodied all the conditions to 
be censured.”

Seeking consensus at the 
National Assembly, Lecornu 
consulted with all political 
forces and trade unions before 
forming his Cabinet. He also 
vowed that he would not em-
ploy a special constitutional 
power his predecessors had 
used to force budgets through 
Parliament without a vote and 
would instead seek compromise 
with lawmakers from the left 
and the right.

French govt collapses in 14 hrs
Prime Minister Sebastien 
Lecornu’s administration 
becomes the shortest-lived 
in modern French history

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, Oct 6: One hiker was 
killed while 137 others, stranded 
after a blizzard on the Tibetan 
slopes of Mt Everest, were res-
cued, local Chinese offi cials said 
Monday. They said the search is 
on for missing climbers.

A 41-year-old male hiker died 
from hypothermia and acute 
altitude sickness, state-run 
Xinhua news agency reported, 
quoting local offi cials.

So far, 137 hikers, stranded 
due to continuous snowfall in 
northwest Qinghai Province, 
had been relocated and were 
in stable condition, the report 
said. Over 100 hiking enthu-
siasts headed toward the Lao-
hugou region of Menyuan Hui 
Autonomous County in Haibei 
Tibetan Autonomous Prefec-
ture during the current eight-
day national holidays, which 
started on October 1.

The Laohugou region, in the 
Qilian Mountains, featuring an 
average altitude exceeding 4,000 
meters and complex terrain, 
experienced continuous snow-
fall during the holiday period. 

Over 300 search personnel, 
more than 10 teams employing 
horses and two medium-sized 
drones, have been mobilised 
to conduct thorough searches 
in seeking to ensure the safety 
of stranded hikers. Search and 
rescue efforts continue as some 
hikers remain missing.

Earlier, the state-run CCTV 
reported that 350 were rescued 
while 200 remained missing.

A BBC report Sunday said 
that over 1,000 hikers were 
stuck in the slopes of Mt Ever-
est, the world's highest peak, in 
the Karma Valley on the Chi-
nese side of the mountain.

A woman in the southern 
Chinese city of Shenzhen, 
whose husband went for a trek 
in the Tibetan mountains, said 
she got a satellite call from him 
asking for help. His group was 
stranded in heavy snow at Oga 
Campsite in the Karma Valley.

The woman, who preferred 
to be anonymous, immediate-
ly called local county police, 
who told her that some hikers 
had already contacted them 
and that they were sending 
rescue teams.

1 killed, 137 rescued 
after blizzard in Everest

REUTERS

Sharm El-Sheikh, Oct 6: Of-
fi cials from Israel and Hamas 
were in an Egyptian resort 
Monday to launch talks that 
the US hopes will bring a halt 
to the war in Gaza and a release 
of hostages, despite contentious 
issues such as disarmament of 
the Palestinian militant group.

The negotiations on President 
Donald Trump's plan were set to 
begin on the eve of the second 
anniversary of the Hamas attack 
on Israel that triggered the war, 
when fi ghters killed 1,200 people 
and took 251 hostages, the dead-
liest day for Jews since the Holo-
caust. Israel's retaliatory military 
campaign has killed more than 
67,000 Palestinians and left the 
majority of 2.2 million Gazans 
homeless and hungry in the rub-
ble of the enclave destroyed by 
relentless bombardment.

Two Israeli sources said the Is-
raeli negotiators had arrived in 
Egypt's Red Sea resort of Sharm 
el-Sheikh for the talks, focused on 

freeing hostages, part of the U.S. 
president's 20-point blueprint for 
ending the confl ict. Hamas offi -
cials had already arrived earli-
er in the day. "If there is a deal, 
then we survive. If there isn't, it 
is like we have been sentenced 
to death," said Gharam Moham-
mad, 20, displaced along with 
her family in central Gaza.

An offi cial briefed on the nego-
tiations, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said he expected 
the round of talks kicking off on 
Monday would not be quick, last-
ing at least a few days. Prompt 
agreement is unlikely as the goal 
is to clinch a comprehensive 
deal with all details worked out 
before the ceasefi re can begin to 
be implemented, the offi cial said.

A Palestinian offi cial close to the 
talks was sceptical about prospects 
of a breakthrough given deep mu-
tual mistrust, saying Hamas and 
other Palestinian factions were 
worried that Israel - led by the most 
far-right government in its history 
- might ditch negotiations once it 
recovered the hostages. 

Negotiators gather 
for Gaza peace talks

Thai buffalo racers compete in a sprint event during an annual buffalo racing festival in Chonburi, Thailand, Monday  PTI PHOTO
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Warsaw, Oct 6: Every fi ve 
years in the autumnal month 
of October, people here have a 
jauntier spring in their step. 
It's when the strains of the pia-
no are little louder, a little more 
evocative and carry that extra 
whiff of romance - left here to 
exist in melodic perpetuity by 
Warsaw's favourite son, Roman-
tic pianist Frederic Chopin. 

The 19th edition of the Inter-
national Frederic Chopin Piano 
Competition, often considered 
the Olympics of piano music, 
began October 2. Divided by na-
tionality and united by Chopin, 
piano lovers from all over the 
world are queuing up to imbibe 
the music and breathe the same 
air that must have evoked the 
many moods and tunes in the 
19th century legend.

The competition this year is 
hosting young pianists from 
China, Japan, Korea, Canada, 
the US, and Poland among 17 
countries. To support them are 
visitors from as many countries 
and more for the same reason 
- to listen to the best of the best 
Chopin players. 

The next three weeks will 
decide the next master pianist 
on the global stage. The compe-

tition comprises three rounds 
of fi ve days each - running till 
October 20. The winners will 
perform their solo concerts 
from October 21-23.

The ticket counters for the 
competition opened on October 
1 last year for on ground sale.

Australia-based Shoji Mat-

suura's quest to attend the 
competition began exactly 
then when he came all the way 
to Warsaw and lined up outside 
the ticket counter at 2 am. He 
had missed out on the previous 
edition in 2021 due to Covid-19 
and the 62-year-old Japanese 
teacher of languages was tak-

ing no more chances.
“It is almost impossible to 

get tickets on the internet, so I 
came to Warsaw in 2019 to buy 
tickets for the 2020 concert, 
but I had to cancel it. So I did it 
again last year. I came to War-
saw on the fi rst day of ticket 
sales,” Matsuura, also a piano 

student, told PTI.
“I have been learning and 

playing piano and Chopin has 
always been my favourite com-
poser,” he said.

There were others, too, 
whose journey to Warsaw re-
mained unfulfi lled the last time. 

The pandemic also played 
spoilsport for Alex Xue, a 
31-year-old fi nancial consultant 
from Hong Kong, who bought a 
ticket fi ve years ago but could 
not attend the event in 2021. 
However, Lady Luck favoured 
Xue, who moved to Dublin, Ire-
land, in the last fi ve years.

“That time I was in Hong 
Kong. I bought a ticket for the 
last round but because of the 
pandemic I couldn't come. In 
the last fi ve years I brought 
myself to Europe, but not for 
the competition. Being in Ire-
land just brings the competition 
nearer to me so I thought I must 
come for this,” he said.

The Polish national capital 
gets “crazy” during the com-
petition, according to competi-
tion spokesperson Aleksander 
Laskowski. 

“Everyone is interested in 
Chopin. You talk to a taxi driv-
er - he'll know the participants. 
You go to a bar-you can order 
a Chopin drink. You go to a 

café - there's a Chopin cake. 
Everywhere you go, you see 
something connected to Chopin 
and the Chopin Competition,” 
he told PTI. 

The event, which was fi rst 
held in 1927, hosted its fi rst 
international participant in 
1937 with Japanese pianists 
Chieko Hara and Kai Miwa. 
Two kimono-clad women cre-
ated quite a commotion on the 
streets of Warsaw, according to 
Laskowski.

“The fi rst edition was a very 
local affair, with not even 30 
participants-from different 
countries, but not really com-
ing from very far. The fi rst 
Asian participants came for 
the third edition in 1937, from 
Japan. And they were quite a 
sensation, especially since at 
the time they were wearing 
traditional Japanese kimonos, 
which was not something very 
usual in the streets of Warsaw,” 
he said. 

The times have changed, so 
has the vibe.

The pianists may be dressed 
in formal tuxedos and ball 
gowns but carry rockstar sta-
tus. A glimpse and a smile from 
Bruce Liu, last edition's winner, 
is enough to send a group of 
young women in sheer frenzy.

Chopin devotees fl ock to Warsaw for piano’s grandest stage
FROM TOKYO TO DUBLIN
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OLA ELECTRIC’S FERRITE MOTOR GETS NOD
Ola Electric Monday said it has become the fi rst two-
wheeler EV manufacturer to receive government cer-
tifi cation for its in-house developed rare-earth-free 
ferrite motor.  This marks a breakthrough milestone that 
eliminates reliance on imported rare-earth motors with 
permanent magnets, the Bengaluru-based fi rm said in a 
statement. The certifi cation has been granted by Global 
Automotive Research Centre, Tamil Nadu, after Ola Elec-
tric's ferrite motor underwent rigorous performance veri-
fi cation and mandatory motor power tests as per AIS 041

I do not think India should pro-
tect any sector.China is a major 
supplier for India as far as im-
ports from China are concerned.
If you are not able to sell more to 
China, then it is pointless...if you 
(India) are competitive, they will 
buy more products
BVR SUBRAHMANYAM | CEO, NITI AAYOG

Fino Payments 
Bank settlement 
New Delhi: Fino Payments 
Bank Monday settled a case 
pertaining to failure to make 
timely and complete disclosure 
regarding frauds perpetrated 
by its employees with markets 
regulator Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 
after paying `5.88 lakh. The or-
der came after the bank fi led a 
settlement application with SEBI 
proposing to settle the alleged 
violations "without admission 
or denial of fi ndings of fact and 
conclusions of law", through a 
settlement order.  In its show 
cause notice, SEBI alleged that 
Fino Payments Bank failed to 
make timely and complete 
disclosure of a material event 
regarding fraud perpetrated by 
its employees, as required under 
the LODR (Listing Obligations 
and Disclosure Requirements) 
Regulations.  It was observed 
that 15 complaints were received 
alleging fraudulent investment 
schemes by employees of the 
bank. 

EV price change 
New Delhi: Union Road Trans-
port and Highways Minister 
Nitin Gadkari Monday said the 
prices of electric vehicles (EVs) 
in India are expected to be on 
par with those of petrol-pow-
ered vehicles within the next 
four to six months.  The minister 
said India's dependence on 
fossil fuels is both an economic 
burden, as `22 lakh crore is 
spent annually on fuel imports 
and an environmental hazard, 
making clean energy adoption 
crucial for the country's prog-
ress.  Presently, the size of the 
US automobile industry is `78 
lakh crore, followed by China 
(Rs 47 lakh crore) and India (Rs 
22 lakh crore). Gadkari pointed 
out that farmers have earned 
an additional `45,000 crore by 
producing ethanol from corn. 
Highlighting the importance of 
higher education and skill devel-
opment, the minister said that a 
futuristic vision for development 
with appropriate knowledge is 
the need of the hour.

BigBasket’s self-audit 
New Delhi: Tata-owned online 
grocer BigBasket Monday 
said it has completed a 
comprehensive self-audit of its 
quick commerce platform to 
ensure compliance with the 
Central Consumer Protection 
Authority (CCPA) guidelines 
and advisories issued in 
2023 and 2025 to curb dark 
patterns. The declaration 
of audit completion has 
been formally submitted to 
the Ministry of Consumer 
Affairs, the company said in 
a statement. Dark patterns 
include practices like false 
urgency alerts, hidden 
costs added at checkout, 
subscription traps, and 
disguised advertisements that 
manipulate consumer choices. 

SHORT TAKES

As important 
as it is to 
provide tele-

com services, it is 
equally important 
to ensure the safe-
ty and well-being 
of our 1.2 billion customers

JYOTIRADITYA M SCINDIA | 
UNION MINISTER, COMMUNICATIONS

In the past 11 
years, India’s 
journey from 

being the world’s 
11th largest econ-
omy to the fourth 
has been powered 
by a decisive technological and 
innovation-driven push, supported 
by consistent political vision and 
leadership under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi

JITENDRA SINGH | 
UNION MINISTER STATE (INDEPENDENT 
CHARGE) FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

uoteu

Pradhan Man-
tri Ujjwala 
Scheme is not 

just about LPG con-
nections, but about 
empowering wom-
en and improving 
the quality of life for families.  

HARDEEP SINGH PURI | UNION MINISTER, 
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 6: Gold prices 
skyrocketed by `9,700 to scale 
a fresh peak of `1,30,300 per 10 
grams in the national capital 
Monday, lifted by safe-haven 
buying in the overseas mar-
kets and depreciation in the 
Indian rupee.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the yellow 
metal of 99.9 per cent purity had 
closed at `1,20,600 per 10 grams 
Friday.

In the local bullion market, 
gold of 99.5 per cent purity 
jumped by `2,700 to hit a record 
high of `1,22,700 per 10 grams 
(inclusive of all taxes) Monday. 
It had settled at `1,20,000 per 10 
grams in the previous market 
session.

Traders said the fall in the 
rupee against the US dollar 
added to the rally of the pre-
cious metal.

"Gold reached a new record 
high on Monday as investors 
still prefer bullion despite this 
record high price. They are an-
ticipating further gains in bul-
lion backed by favourable fun-
damentals and strong bullish 
momentum," Saumil Gandhi, 
Senior Analyst - Commodities 
at HDFC Securities, said.

Gandhi noted that concerns 
about a prolonged US govern-
ment shutdown potentially im-
pacting economic performance 
are supporting the demand for 
safe-haven metal.

So far in this year, gold pric-
es have added `51,350 or 65.04 
per cent, rallying from `78,950 
per 10 grams December 31, 2024.

Silver prices also witnessed 
robust gains. The white metal 
bounced by `7,400 to hit a new 
peak of `1,57,400 per kilogram 
(inclusive of all taxes). It had 
ended at `1,50,000 per kg on 

Friday, as per the association.
Silver prices have soared 

by `67,700 or 75.47 per cent 
in the current calendar year, 
rallying from `89,700 per kg 
December 31, 2024.

In the international markets, 
spot gold rose nearly 2 per cent 
to touch an all-time high of 
$3,949.58 per ounce, while silver 
went up over 1 per cent to hit a 
high of $48.75 per ounce.

"Spot gold extended gains and 
surged above $3,940 per ounce 
for the fi rst time ever as the US 
government shutdown enters its 
sixth day, following the Senate's 
failure to pass funding bills on 
Friday," Kaynat Chainwala, 
AVP Commodity Research at 
Kotak Securities, said.

"Gold traded positively with 
sharp gains to hit a record 
`1,20,000 per 10 grams-mark, 
as Comex gold extended its ral-
ly above USD 3,900 per ounce. 
The ongoing festive demand 
and global sentiment-driven 
rally continue to support pric-
es, while rupee weakness adds 
domestic strength," Jateen 
Trivedi, VP Research Analyst 
- Commodity and Currency at 
LKP Securities, said.

Silver, too, witnessed gains 
on the MCX. The white metal 
futures for December deliv-
ery bounced `2,233 or 1.53 
per cent to record `1,47,977 
per kilogram.

The March 2026 contract for 
silver futures jumped `2,337 or 
1.59 per cent to hit a lifetime 
high of `1,49,605 per kg on the 
commodities bourse.

Globally, gold futures for 
December delivery climbed to 
hit a record high of $3,973.60 
per ounce. Silver futures for 
December delivery also hit a 
high of $48.58 per ounce.

 Renisha Chainani, Head 
of Research at Augmont, said 
gold prices have surged 50 per 
cent this year, while silver has 
surged 65 per cent this year in 
the international markets.

"2025 has been the year of 
uncertainties - it started with 
political uncertainty, then tar-
iff uncertainty, geopolitical 
uncertainty, rate cut uncer-
tainty and now US shutdown 
uncertainty. All these factors 
have supported bullion pric-
es to rise phenomenally this 
year on safe-haven demand," 
Chainani said.

GOLD SHINES BRIGHT

REUTERS

Mumbai, Oct 6: India's gov-
ernment has begun early-stage 
talks with local insurers about 
designing a nationwide cli-
mate-linked insurance pro-
gramme aimed at simplifying 
the payout process after ex-
treme weather events such as 
heatwaves and fl oods.

The scheme would adopt a 
parametric insurance model, 
where policyholders receive a 
pre-determined payout when 
specifi c weather thresholds 
such as rainfall, temperature 
or windspeed are breached.

Should the discussions bear 
fruit, India - among the nations 
most prone to extreme weath-
er events - could become one of 
the fi rst major economies to roll 
out such a programme.

The move would also help the 
government, which now uses 
funds earmarked for disasters 
to help states with adverse cli-
mate events, rein in costs as 
insurers would be taking on 
more risk.

Under a parametric mod-

el, payouts can be made very 
quickly, whereas in tradition-
al insurance, payments are 
based on the loss sustained and 
assessments can take years. 
Parametric insurance can al-
so be used to offer coverage in 
areas where traditional insur-
ance is rare.

Federal government offi cials 
are backing the idea though no 
formal proposal has been fl oat-
ed yet, according to a govern-
ment offi cial. The offi cial and 
a separate insurance executive, 
both of whom declined to be 
identifi ed, also said the discus-
sions are taking place.

The National Disaster Man-
agement Authority, the fi nance 
ministry and GIC Re and oth-
er top insurers are exploring 
coverage options and funding 
mechanisms, the offi cial added.

The ministry, the disaster 
management agency and India's 
insurance regulator IRDAI did 
not immediately respond to 
Reuters requests for comment.

Interest in parametric insur-
ance is on the rise globally. For 
instance, in 2023, Fiji became 

the fi rst Pacifi c Island nation 
to adopt a sovereign parametric 
insurance policy, securing cov-
erage against tropical cyclones.

The use of fi nancial instru-
ments to mitigate climate risk 
is also expected to feature prom-
inently at the COP30 summit in 
Brazil this November, part of 
United Nations Environment 
Programme's fi nance initiative.

SEEKING COVER
India ranks sixth globally in 

climate vulnerability, accord-
ing to the Germanwatch Global 
Climate Risk Index 2025, which 

tracked events between 1993 
and 2022.

During this period, India 
experienced over 400 extreme 
weather events, resulting in at 
least 80,000 deaths and econom-
ic losses of around $180 billion.

In recent years, key agricul-
tural states such as Punjab and 
Assam have reported crop and 
livelihood losses due to fl ooding, 
while fl ash fl oods and landslides 
in Uttarakhand and Jammu and 
Kashmir have destroyed homes, 
roads and bridges.

The federal government is 

considering multiple fi nanc-
ing options, including tapping 
existing disaster relief funds 
or levying small charges on 
utility bills to fund pre-
miums, according to 
the government 
offi cial.

"If it aligns 
with rules of 
urban local bod-
ies, tiny deduc-
tions from utili-
ty bills could be 
considered, with 
a consortium of 
insurers entering 
contracts with munici-
pal corporations," the offi cial 
added.

Separate from federal-level 
discussions, some states have 
piloted such schemes and even 
more are in talks with insurers 
to secure parametric coverage, 
seven industry executives said.

Last year, a group of 
50,000 self-employed wom-
en in Rajasthan, Gujarat 
and Maharashtra states 
received $5 payouts when 
temperatures exceeded 40°C 

between May 18 and May 25.
The tiny northeastern state 

of Nagaland, which gained In-
dia's fi rst disaster risk 

coverage from SBI 
General Insur-

ance in 2024, 
received its 
fi rst payout 
of $119,000 
in May af-
ter exces-
sive rainfall 

earlier in the 
year.
The southern 

state of Kerala's 
co-operative milk 

marketing federation 
also introduced a scheme to pro-
tect cattle farmers against the 
losses suffered in the summer 
when higher temperatures lead 
to decreased milk production.

"States are looking at a win-
dow for medium-term imple-
mentation. These conversa-
tions are gathering pace, and 
every insurance company is 
attentive to opportunities," a 
senior executive at a leading 
private insurer said.

India explores nationwide climate-linked insurance scheme

INDIA 
COULD BE 

AMONG FIRST MAJOR 
NATIONS TO ADOPT CLIMATE 

PARAMETRIC INSURANCE 
SCHEME

SUCH SCHEMES GIVE SET PAYOUTS 
WHEN CERTAIN LEVELS OF DISASTER 

INTENSITIES ARE MET

INDIAN STATES ARE ALSO 
PILOTING PROGRAMMES, IN 

SEPARATE TALKS WITH 
INSURERS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Oct 6: Stock markets 
rallied for the third consecutive 
day Monday, with benchmark 
Sensex climbing 583 points 
and the Nifty reclaiming the 
25,000-level following value buy-
ing in IT and fi nancial shares.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
jumped 582.95 points or 0.72 
per cent to settle at 81,790.12. 
During the day, it zoomed 
639.25 points or 0.78 per cent to 
81,846.42.

The 50-share NSE Nifty has 
surged by 183.40 points or 0.74 
per cent to 25,077.65. Nifty has 
advanced 466 points or 1.89 per 
cent in three sessions to regain 
the 25,000 level on Monday on 
value buying by investors.

Among Sensex fi rms, Tata 
Consultancy Services, Tech 
Mahindra, Axis Bank, Bajaj 
Finance, Eternal, Infosys, Ko-
tak Mahindra Bank and Bajaj 
Finserv were the major gainers.

However, Tata Steel, Adani 
Ports, Power Grid and Titan 
were among the laggards.

The BSE midcap gauge 
climbed 0.68 per cent, while 
smallcap index dipped 0.20 
per cent. Among sectoral in-
dices, BSE Focused IT surged 
the most by 2.21 per cent, fol-

lowed by IT (1.96 per cent), 
teck (1.60 per cent), bankex 
(1.10 per cent), healthcare 
(1.05 per cent) and financial 
services (0.93 per cent).

Commodities, FMCG, tele-
communication, utilities and 
metal were among the laggards.

"Market remained in pos-
itive territory through the 
session mainly aided by gains 
in banking, IT and healthcare 
stocks. Despite the upmove, it 
was not a broad-based rally, 
indicating that undertone 
still remains cautious with 
a weak bias owing to sharp 
selling by overseas investors," 
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP 
(Research), Mehta Equities 
Ltd, said. 

In Asian markets, Japan's 
Nikkei 225 index jumped near-
ly 5 per cent, while Hong Kong's 
Hang Seng index settled lower. 
Markets in China and South 
Korea were closed for holidays.

Stock markets in Europe 
were trading lower. US markets 
ended on a mixed note Friday.

Global oil benchmark Brent 
crude jumped 1.78 per cent to 
$65.68 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) offl oaded equities 
worth `1,583.37 crore Friday, 
according to exchange data.

Sensex jumps 583 pts, 
Nifty ends above 25,000

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 6: The Su-
preme Court Monday said it 
will hear Vodafone Idea's (Vi) 
plea seeking waiver of interest, 
penalty, and interest on penal-
ty on its adjusted gross revenue 
(AGR) dues demanded by the 
Department of Telecommuni-
cations October 13. 

Vi, in its application, has 
sought to amend its previous 
petition, which sought the 
quashing of the Department of 
Telecommunications' addition-
al AGR demand of `9,450 crore 
for FY19. The amended applica-
tion now seeks a waiver of in-
terest on the principal amount 
of AGR dues, penalty, and pen-
alty interest. The telecom com-
pany said it had objected to the 
imposition of a penalty because 
the non-payment of AGR dues 
was genuine.

Earlier, September 26, the 
apex court had transferred 
the hearing of the Vodafone 
Idea AGR case to October 6 
due to the government's re-
quest for more time. During 
the previous proceedings, So-
licitor General Tushar Meh-
ta, representing the DoT, had 
requested additional time to 
respond to Vodafone Idea's pe-
tition, and Vodafone Idea did 
not oppose the request.

September 19, the Centre had 
informed the Supreme Court that 
it did not oppose Vodafone Idea's 
petition, but insisted that a reso-
lution was necessary because the 
government itself held a signifi -
cant stake in the company.

After converting Vodafone 
Idea's interest liabilities into 
equity, the government became 
the largest shareholder with a 
49 per cent stake. However, it 
is not classifi ed as a promoter.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Oct 6: Assets un-
der management of passive 
mutual funds in India reached 
`12.2 lakh crore in 2025, mark-
ing a 6.4-fold increase since 2019 
and a compound annual growth 
rate of approximately 36 per 
cent, a report said Monday. 

Around 76 per cent of re-
tail mutual fund investors 
are aware of index funds or 
ETFs, with 68 per cent hold-
ing at least one passive prod-
uct in 2025, an increase from 
approximately 61 per cent in 
2023, the report from Motilal 
Oswal Mutual Fund said.

The broking house said that 
despite this improvement in 
reception, about one-third of 
investors remain outside the 
passive mutual fund universe, 
citing higher confi dence in ac-
tive funds or unfamiliarity with 
passive products.

Approximately 54 per cent 
of investors cited low costs, 
46 per cent mentioned di-
versification, 46 per cent 
mentioned simplicity and 

transparency, and 29 per 
cent chose performance as a 
deciding factor when choos-
ing passive funds.

Distributors demonstrated 
strong traction, with 93 per cent 
indicating an understanding of 
passive funds. Approximately 
70 per cent incorporate them 
into client portfolios, and most 
intend to increase passive allo-
cations by at least 5 per cent in 
fi scal 2026.

Distributors reported that 
they primarily selected passive 
funds based on tracking error 
and expense ratio. "Aware-
ness is no longer limited to 

broad-based index solutions, 
as investors are increasingly 
accepting factor-based funds 
and innovative passive strate-
gies,” said Pratik Oswal, Chief 
of Passive Business at Motilal 
Oswal AMC.

Among passive investors, 
more than half (57 per cent) 
currently hold one to three 
passive funds, and about 17 per 
cent own more than fi ve funds. 
In terms of product preferenc-
es, 49 per cent invest in both 
index funds and ETFs, 34 per 
cent only in index funds, and 
16 per cent only in ETFs, the 
report noted.

IndianOil appoints new Director (Marketing)
MUMBAI:  Saumitra P 
Srivastava has assumed charge 
as Director (Marketing) at 
lndianOil, bringing with him a 
distinguished career spanning 
over three decades within the 
Corporation. An academic 
stalwart, Srivastava is a Civil 
Engineering Graduate from IIT 
Roorkee and holds an Executive 
MBA from SP Jain Institute 
of Management & Research, 
Mumbai. His career has been 
instrumental in shaping key 
business segments, starting 
with initialfour-year tenure 
in the LPG business before 
transitioning to various key positions within the sales function. He is 
an accomplished executive with extensive experience, specifi cally in 
downstream operations, marketing, and strategy. His leadership style 
is noted for being collaborative and result-oriented, underpinned by a 
consistent track record of success in driving business growth, increasing 
profi tability, and enhancing customer satisfaction. He demonstrated 
broad operational expertise, having headed Divisional offi ces in 
New Delhi and Mumbai and led sales for Western Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand. In his new role, he will steer the strategic direction of 
lndianOil's vast, nationwide marketing infrastructure, ensuring sustained 
market leadership and customer service. His vision for the Marketing 
Division is focused on building a more agile, effi cient, technologically 
advanced, and diversifi ed ecosystem that remains deeply committed 
to customer-centricity while spearheading the nation's necessary 
transition toward sustainable and future-ready fuels.

SC agrees to
hear Vi plea

India’s passive MF AUM grows six-fold
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 6: Eli Lilly and 
Company Monday said it plans 
to invest $1 billion in India over 
the next several years to scale up 
contract manufacturing in the 
country. The strategic investment 
will further strengthen the com-
pany's manufacturing and supply 
capabilities to support its evolving 
portfolio, the US-headquartered 
company said in a statement.

 In addition, Lilly will estab-
lish a new hub in Hyderabad 
to offer advanced technical 
capabilities and oversight for 
Lilly's contract manufacturing 
network across India, it added.

Recruitment will begin 
immediately, with openings 
across various roles including 
engineers, chemists, analytical 
scientists, quality control and 
assurance professionals, and 
management positions, it said.

The initiative refl ects Lilly's 
intent to leverage India's high-
ly-skilled talent pool to sup-
port its global manufacturing 
growth and deliver medicines 
to patients worldwide, it added.

Eli Lilly to invest 
$1 bn in India

BIZ BUZZ
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Abia, Oct 6: Ace Indian para 
shuttler Pramod Bhagat con-
tinued his outstanding form at 
the 1st Abia Para Badminton 
International 2025, securing 
three gold medals and reaffi rm-
ing his dominance in the global 
para badminton circuit.  

Bhagat won the men’s singles 
SL3 title, defeating compatriot 
Mantu Kumar in a thrilling fi -
nal by 21-7, 9-21, 21-9. Showing 
his trademark composure and 
tactical brilliance, Bhagat 
bounced back strongly 
after losing the second 
game to secure victory 
in three games.

He then teamed up 
with Sukant Kadam 
to secure another gold 
by winning the men’s 
doubles, defeating 
Peru’s Gerson Jair 
Vargas Lostaunaul 
and Diana Rojas 
Golac in 
straight 

sets, 21-13, 21-17. The duo’s 
smooth coordination and ag-
gressive style proved too pow-
erful for their opponents.

Bhagat's third gold came in 
the mixed doubles SL3-SU5 cat-
egory, partnering with Arati 
Patil to secure another exciting 
fi nal victory, further reinforc-
ing his position as India’s most 
decorated para badminton star.

Speaking after his tri-
ple-gold-winning performance, 
Bhagat said, "Every victory mo-
tivates me to push my limits 
further. Competing at this level 
and bringing glory to India is 
always special. I’m proud of the 
hard work and the sup-

port team behind these wins."
Apart from Bhagat and Kad-

am’s outstanding performance, 
several Indian shuttlers im-
pressed across various catego-
ries. Ranjit Singh secured three 
bronze medals — in men’s sin-
gles WH1, men’s doubles WH1-
WH2 (with Paramjit Singh), 
and mixed doubles WH1-WH2 
(with Shabana).

Nurul Hossain Khan won sil-
ver in men’s singles WH2, while 
Uma Sarkar clinched silver in 
women’s singles SL3. The duo 
of Arati Patil and Uma Sarkar 
secured bronze in women’s dou-
bles SL3-SU5. Other strong per-
formances included bronze med-
als for Nilesh Gaikwad in men’s 

SL4, Kanak Singh Jadaun 
in women’s SL4, and a 
complete Indian sweep in 
men’s singles SU5, where 
Karan Paneer, Rahul 
Vimal, and Sativada se-
cured gold, silver, and 
bronze, respectively.

Pramod dominates 
with gold hat-trick

Odisha para shuttler’s 
triple triumph and India’s 
medal haul at the 1st Abia 

Para Badminton 
International highlight the 

nation’s rising 
dominance in para 

badminton, setting a 
confi dent tone for the 

upcoming international 
season

Every victory motivates 
me to push my limits 

further. Competing at this 
level and bringing glory to 
India is always special. I’m 
proud of the hard work and 
the support team behind 
these wins
PRAMOD BHAGAT

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

London, Oct 6: Manchester 
City striker Erling Haaland be-
lieves he is in the best form of 
his career — and the statistics 
show he might be right.

The scoring phenom from 
Norway made it 18 goals from 
his opening 11 games of the 
season by netting City's win-
ner against Brentford in the 
Premier League.

That prompted a question: Is 
he in the form of his life? “You 
can say so," Haaland said. "I've 
never felt better than I do now.”

Here's a deeper look at his 
scoring run — and how it cur-
rently compares to other top 
strikers:

Is this Haaland's best goal 
streak? In a senior career spent 
at Molde in Norway, Salzburg 
in Austria, Borussia Dortmund 
in Germany and now City, Haa-

land has never scored more 
than 18 goals in an 11-game 
stretch in a single season.

He has achieved that exact 
same tally, though, on three 
previous occasions. And they 
came in the same season.

In the 2022-23 campaign — 
his fi rst at City — Haaland had 
11-game stretches from Au-
gust 21-October 5 and August 
27-October 8 where he scored 
18 goals for club and country. 
Those runs included hat tricks 
in three consecutive home 
league games.

Later that season, he again 
netted 18 goals in an 11-game 
run from March 11-May 3 — a 
streak that included fi ve goals 
in a Champions League match 
against Leipzig.

In his current run, Haaland 
also has a fi ve-goal match — for 
Norway against Moldova — as 
well as four doubles. He has 

nine Premier League goals so 
far, which is more than nine 
teams in the division.

What about Haaland's run 
of consecutive scoring games? 
This is where Haaland has bro-
ken his personal record.

His goal against Brentford 
meant he has now scored in 
nine straight matches for club 
and country, and he's never do-
ne that before.

His previous best streak was 
eight games in a row — from 
August to October in 2021 when 
he played for Dortmund, and 
from August to September in 
2022 soon after joining City.

What's the Premier League 
record for scoring in consecu-
tive games? The only game in 
which Haaland failed to score 
this season was at home to Tot-
tenham in the Premier League 
August 23, when City lost 2-0.

He has netted in all fi ve of 

City's league games since, but 
has a way to go to break the re-
cord for scoring in consecutive 
games. That is held by Jamie 
Vardy, who scored in 11 straight 
matches in the Premier League 
from August to November en 
route to Leicester winning the 
title in fairytale fashion.

How does Haaland compare 
to the world's other top strikers 
this season? It hasn't just been 
a strong start to the season for 
Haaland.

Harry Kane has begun even 
better, scoring 19 goals in his 
fi rst 11 games for Bayern Mu-
nich and England combined 
— starting with one in the Ger-
man Super Cup. The England 
captain has failed to score in 
just one of those matches.

As for Kylian Mbappé, he has 
16 goals in his opening 12 games 
for Real Madrid and France 
combined.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

New Delhi, Oct 6: The Maryle-
bone Cricket Club (MCC) has 
issued a clarifi cation on the 
unusual run-out of Pakistan 
opener Muneeba Ali during 
the 2025 Women’s World Cup 
clash against India, saying that 
the third umpire was ‘entirely 
correct’ in adjudging her as 
run-out.

The incident happened on the 
last ball of the fourth over of Pa-
kistan’s chase at the R Prema-
dasa Stadium when Muneeba 
initially survived an lbw appeal 
off Kranti Gaud, as India chose 
not to review despite replays 
later showing three reds.

But Muneeba had wandered 

out of her crease, and a throw 
from Deepti Sharma hit the 
stumps. Though Muneeba did 
ground her bat, it was in the air 
when the throw from Deepti hit 
the stumps.

The decision sparked animat-
ed scenes, with Pakistan skip-
per Fatima Sana Khan saying 
to the fourth umpire Kim Cot-
ton that Muneeba had grounded 
her bat and, with no intention 

of taking a run, the dismissal 
should be changed. 

It fi rst touched upon the sug-
gestion that Muneeba could 
have been protected by Law 
30.1.2, which goes as, “a bat-
ter shall not be considered to 
be out of his/her ground if, in 
running or diving towards his/
her ground and beyond, and 
having grounded some part of 
his/her person or bat beyond 

the popping crease, there is sub-
sequent loss of contact between 
the ground and any part of his/
her person or bat, or between 
the bat and person.”

“This Law, which was intro-
duced in 2010 and is sometimes 
referred to as the ‘bouncing bat 

Law’, is to protect a batter who 
inadvertently loses contact 
with the ground as they move 
towards the stumps, either 
with their bat bouncing up or 
just with both their feet being 
airborne through the natural 
process of running.”

Premier League: Man City star Haaland at top of his game
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WOMEN’S 
WORLD CUP MCC breaks silence on run-out row

Marylebone Cricket Club 
backs third umpire’s 
decision to adjudge 
Muneeba run-out

Amin reprimanded for code of conduct breach 
Pakistan batter Sidra Amin has been 

reprimanded for a Level 1 breach of 
the ICC Code of Conduct for her actions 
during the team’s recent ICC Women’s 
Cricket World Cup match against India. 
The two teams faced off Sunday at the R 
Premadasa International Cricket Stadium in 
Sri Lanka. Sidra breached Article 2.2 of the 
ICC Code of Conduct for Players and Player 
Support Personnel, which relates to “abuse 
of cricket equipment or clothing, ground 
equipment or fi xtures and fi ttings during an 
international match.” In addition, one demerit point has been added 
to her disciplinary record, as it was her fi rst offence within a 24-month 
period. The incident occurred when Sidra forcefully hit her bat onto the 
pitch after being dismissed in the 40th over.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Guwahati, Oct 6: Hosts India 
kicked off their mixed team 
campaign in the Suhandinata 
Cup with a commanding win 
over neighbours Nepal, while 
Sri Lanka stunned the UAE in a 
nail-biting fi nish on the opening 
day of the BWF World Junior 
Championships here Monday.

India, seeded second, exper-
imented with their line-up but 
still sailed through 45-18, 45-17 
in their Group H opener, while 
Sri Lanka took advantage of the 
changes made by UAE to win 
30-45, 45-34, 45-44. 

All other top countries, in-
cluding 14-time champions Chi-
na, former champions Indone-
sia and South Korea had little 
problem beating their respec-
tive opponents in straight sets 
to get their campaign rolling. 

The mixed team champion-
ships is being played under a new 
best of three relay-scoring format. 

Each tie will be contested for 
the best of three sets up to 45 
points, with each set comprising 
fi ve matches – one each in men's 
singles, women's singles, men's 
doubles, women's doubles and 
mixed doubles. Teams are also 
allowed to change their players 
for each set.  India took advan-
tage of this substitution rules 
to give most of their players a 
chance to get some match expe-
rience as they played a different 
combination in all three doubles 

and different players in singles 
in the two sets against Nepal. 

Unnati Hooda and Asian U-19 
championships bronze medal-
list Tanvi Sharma were clinical 
in their respective girls sin-
gles matches, while Suryansh 
Rawat and Rounak Chouhan 
warmed up for bigger challeng-
es without breaking any sweat. 

India will now take on Sri 
Lanka in their second group 
game Tuesday and will play 
UAE Wednesday.

WORLD JUNIOR C’SHIPS

Young shuttlers off to fl ying start
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Shanghai, Oct 6: Third-seeded 
Alexander Zverev lost to 54th-
ranked Arthur Rinderknech 4-6, 
6-3, 6-2 in his opening match at 
the Shanghai Masters Monday.

Zverev, the highest-ranked 
player left in the draw, looked 
in control after taking the fi rst 
set but struggled the rest of the 
match and couldn't break serve 
again. Rinderknech got a break 
in the second set and two in the 
third to seal the victory in more 
than two hours.

Rinderknech also beat 
Zverev in fi ve sets in the fi rst 
round at Wimbledon this year.

The 30-year-old Rinderknech 
has a career-best 23 wins in 2025 
and is into the fourth round at 
a Masters 1000 event for the 
third time. He will next play 
Jiri Lehecka, who defeated De-
nis Shapovalov 6-4, 6-4.

Earlier, seventh-seeded Alex 
De Minaur defeated Kamil Ma-
jchrzak 6-1, 7-5 in humid condi-
tions for his tour-leading 36th 
win on hard courts this year.

The 26-year-old De Minaur 
broke Majchrzak's serve fi ve 
times to reach his seventh 
Masters 1000 fourth round of 
the season. Two of the breaks 
came after he dropped serve to 
trail 4-3 in the second set.

De Minaur will next face Nu-
no Borges, who defeated Shang 
Juncheng 7-6 (5), 4-6, 6-3. Anoth-
er win for De Minaur would see 
him hit 50 tour-level victories 
in a season for the fi rst time.

Sinner, the defending cham-
pion, trailed 7-6 (3), 5-7, 2-3 
against Tallon Griekspoor on 
Sunday when he retired from 
the match because of cramps.

Shanghai Masters

Zverev suffers shock 
fi rst-round exit

Oz-India T20I: Tickets 
sold out at MCG
Melbourne: Cricket Australia (CA) 
Monday announced that public 
ticket allocations for the men’s 
T20I game between Australia 
and India at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) have 
been fully exhausted, more than 
three weeks ahead of the fi xture 
scheduled to be held October 
31. Previously, public allocations 
for 12 days of the fi ve-match 
Ashes series between Australia 
and England were exhausted. 
CA added that the extraordinary 
demand for the Melbourne 
T20I refl ects the high interest 
surrounding India’s white-ball 
tour, which has now surpassed 
175,000 tickets sold across eight 
matches. India’s white-ball tour 
of Australia starts with the ODI 
series opener October 19 at 
Perth Stadium and is followed 
by matches at Adelaide Oval and 
Sydney Cricket Ground October 
23 and 25, respectively. The last 
time India toured Australia for a 
bilateral ODI series, the visitors' 
lost by 2-1 margin in 2020/21 but 
managed to win the subsequent 
T20I series by the same margin on 
the same tour.

Sixth edition: LPL to 
feature Indian players
New Delhi: The organisers of 
the Lanka Premier League (LPL) 
Monday announced that Indian 
cricketers will feature in the 
tournament for the fi rst time 
when its sixth edition begins 
December 1. This T20 event will 
feature 24 matches in total, 
including 20 league fi xtures 
and 4 knockout games, spread 
across three premier venues – R 
Premadasa International Cricket 
Stadium, Colombo; Pallekele 
International Cricket Stadium, 
Kandy; and Rangiri Dambulla 
International Cricket Stadium, 
Dambulla. "For the very fi rst time, 
Indian cricketers are expected 
to join the action, their names 
will be revelled soon, adding a 
whole new level of excitement for 
fans across the region," a press 
release said. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 6: The 
countdown to the ITTF-ATTU 
28th Asian Table Tennis Team 
Championships offi cially began 
Monday with the grand un-
veiling of the Championships 
Trophy by Suryabanshi Suraj, 
Minister of Sports and Youth 
Affairs, who graced the occa-
sion as the chief guest. 

The ceremony, hosted by the 
Odisha State Table Tennis Asso-
ciation (OSTTA) at the Athletics 
Centre of the Kalinga Stadium, 
showcased the state’s readiness 
to host its fi rst-ever continental 
table tennis championship. 

The glittering trophy, sym-
bolizing the spirit of compe-
tition and excellence, was re-
vealed to mark the start of the 
championship build-up. 

Following the unveiling, the 
minister fl agged off a specially 
designed publicity vehicle—
adorned with lights and fl ow-
ers, a playing table, and young 
paddlers rallying balls—set to 
tour Bhubaneswar and nearby 
cities, spreading excitement 

ahead of the tournament, which 
kicks off October 11. The fi nals 
are slated for October 15.

Notably, a trophy tour will be 
conducted in the coming days 
featuring the tournament mas-
cot ‘Olly’, which will travel to 
cities including Puri, Cuttack, 
and Bhubaneswar, engaging 
fans and building anticipation 
for the championship. 

The ceremony commenced 

with a warm welcome to the 
Chief Guest by OSTTA and its 
organising committee members 
of the 28th ATTC 2025. Distin-
guished dignitaries present in-
cluded Sachin Ramachandran 
Jadav (Commissioner-cum-Sec-
retary, Sports & Youth Services 
Department), Dr Yeddula Vijay 
(Director of  Sports and Youth 
Services Department), Rabin-
dra Parida (Organising Secre-

tary, OSTTA), Jaydith Debata 
(Joint Organising Secretary, 
OSTTA), and Technical Direc-
tor N Ganeshan. 

The OSTTA extended its grat-
itude to the minister, esteemed 
guests, and the sports commu-
nity for their unwavering sup-
port in promoting table tennis 
and reinforcing Odisha’s stand-
ing as a powerhouse for hosting 
world-class sporting events.

Countdown begins for ITTF-ATTU 28th 
Asian Table Tennis Team Championships
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