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These days, an ojha 
feels safer than a doctor’s 

prescribed drug

Trisha clears air Mass layoffs in US Manufacturing growth Grand opening
Actor Trisha rubbishes rumours that 
she was to wed a Chandigarh-based 
businessman with a sarcastic 
comment on Instagram

 

Firings of federal workers 
begin as White House seeks 
to pressure Democrats over 
government shutdown

India’s electronics manufacturing 
sector witnesses a spectacular 
transformation, hits nearly six-fold 
from `1.9L-crore to `11.3L-crore 

The 28th ITTF-ATTU Asian Team Table 
Tennis Championships served off in 
style as group stage contests went 
on expected lines at Kalinga Stadium 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 11:  The 
Opposition and media bodies 
Saturday termed the absence 
of female journalists from a 
press conference of visiting Af-
ghan Foreign Minister Amir 
Khan Muttaqi ‘unacceptable’ 
and an ‘insult to women.’

The Editors Guild of India 
and the Indian Women Press 
Corps termed the act as highly 
discriminatory, which cannot 
be justifi ed on grounds of dip-
lomatic privilege under the 
Vienna Convention.

Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi launched a scathing attack 
on Modi, saying by allowing 
‘exclusion’ of women scribes 
from a public forum, the prime 
minister is telling every wom-
an in India that he is ‘too weak 
to stand up for them.’ In a post 
on X, Gandhi said, “Mr Modi, 
when you allow the exclusion of 
women journalists from a pub-
lic forum, you are telling every 
woman in India that you are 
too weak to stand up for them. 

In our country, women have 
the right to equal participation 
in every space. Your silence in 
the face of such discrimination 
exposes the emptiness of your 
slogans on Nari Shakti.” 

Congress general secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said 
if the PM’s recognition of 
women’s rights isn’t just con-
venient posturing from one 
election to the other, how has 
this “insult to some of India’s 
most competent women been 
allowed in our country.”

The press conference ad-
dressed by Muttaqi Friday 
saw participation restricted to 
a handful of reporters, while 
women journalists were con-
spicuous by their absence.

It is learnt that the decision 
on inviting journalists to the 
media interaction was taken 
by Taliban offi cials accompa-
nying the foreign minister.

People familiar with the mat-
ter said the Indian side suggest-
ed to the Afghan side that wom-
en journalists should be part of 
the invitees for the event.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Saturday virtually laid 
the foundation stones for two 
fi shery projects worth around 
`160 crore in Odisha.

He laid the foundation 
stones for the fi shery proj-
ects while launching the 
`24,000-crore Pradhan Man-
tri Dhan Dhaanya Krishi 
Yojana and a `11,440-crore 
Mission for Aatmanirbhar-
ta in Pulses in Delhi. The 
fi shery projects included a 
`100-crore integrated aqua 
park at Basantapur in 
Sambalpur district and a 
`59.13-crore fi sh market at 
Pandara in Bhubaneswar.

Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi, his deputy 
K V Singh Deo and others 
joined the event virtually 
from a state-level function 
on OUAT premises here.

Majhi said the fi sh mar-
ket project in Bhubaneswar 
is another important initia-
tive under the Pradhan Man-
tri Matsya Sampada Yojana. 
“Of the ̀ 59.13 crore, ̀ 30 crore 
will be given by the Centre 
and remaining amount by 
the state,” the CM said.

The project will be imple-
mented in collaboration with 
the state government’s Fish-
eries and Animal Resources 
Department and the Bhu-
baneswar Municipal Corpora-
tion, and it will directly ben-
efi t 143 traders and generate 
indirect employment for more 
than 2,000 people, he said.

The CM said that the in-
tegrated aqua park at Hira-
kud, which will be built over 
95.47 acres of government 
land, will further develop 
modern fi sh farming. Of 
the `100 crore investment to 
be made in the project, the 
central government will con-
tribute `60 crore while the 
remaining `40 crore will be 
spent by the state govern-
ment.  More P3

On Namibia’s desolate 
Skeleton Coast, a re-
markable transfor-

mation is unfolding. A small 
group of desert lions has 
abandoned its traditional 
inland hunting grounds for 
the Atlantic shoreline — 
becoming the world’s only 
known maritime lions, the 
BBC reported. 

Belgian photographer Gri-
et Van Malderen captured 
this extraordinary adapta-
tion in a striking image of 
a lioness named Gamma, 
gazing over a pebbled beach 
as waves crash behind her. 
Guarding the carcass of a 
Cape fur seal, Gamma em-
bodies the resilience of these 
predators in one of Earth’s 
harshest landscapes.

Van Malderen spent days 
tracking Gamma to capture 
the award-winning photo-
graph, which was highly 

commended in the Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year 
competition at London’s 
Natural History Museum. 
“She was guarding the seal 
all day,” Van Malderen re-
calls. “It’s amazing to see 
how their behaviour is start-
ing to change.”

Only about 80 desert lions 
remain in Namibia, with a 
dozen now living along the 
Skeleton Coast. Forced by 
drought and dwindling prey 
to seek food elsewhere, they 
began hunting seals and sea-
birds in 2017. The shift, says 
Van Malderen, reveals their 
extraordinary adaptability. 
“These lions are tough. Life 
here is about survival — ev-
ery day is a struggle.”

Van Malderen fi rst met 
Gamma when she was a 
three-month-old cub. Now 
three and a half, she is a 
formidable hunter capable 

of killing up to 40 seals in 
a single night. According 
to Philip Stander, founder 
of the Desert Lion Conser-
vation Trust and a leading 
expert tracking these lions 
since 1980, Gamma rep-
resents the fi rst generation 
to grow up by the sea. “This 
photo marks her fi rst day 
alone on the beach,” he says.

Desert lions once roamed 
this coast in the 1980s but re-

treated inland after drought 
and farmer confl icts nearly 
wiped them out. Decades 
later, they have found their 
way back. They survive in 
what Stander calls “the most 
inhospitable terrain imagin-
able — endless dunes with 
no vegetation.” Their home 
ranges span up to 12,000 sq 
km, compared with only 100 
sq km for a typical Serenge-
ti lion. They can even live 

without drinking water, 
drawing hydration from the 
meat they eat.

“We’re used to seeing li-
ons on the savannah,” notes 
Dr. Natalie Cooper of the 
Natural History Museum. 
“Seeing one on a beach feels 
surreal.” These lions move 
in smaller groups and cover 
vast distances to fi nd prey, 
making them diffi cult to 
study — and to photograph.

Since 2015, when drought 
destroyed inland prey pop-
ulations, the lions have re-
lied on coastal food. Seals, 
fl amingos and cormorants 
now make up 86% of their di-
et. Two cubs born in March 
2025 signal hope for the pop-
ulation’s recovery. “They’ve 
learned the rhythm of the 
ocean,” says Stander. “We 
call them maritime lions 
— a testament to nature’s 
incredible power to adapt.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Oct 11: A student 
from Odisha, studying at a pri-
vate medical college in West 
Bengal’s Paschim Bardhaman 
district, was gangraped al-
legedly by three men, prompt-
ing the Opposition to slam the 
TMC government over law 
and order in the state.

The police launched an 
investigation after the vic-
tim’s parents lodged an FIR, 
but no arrests had been made 
till the fi ling of this report.

The survivor, from Ja-
leswar in Odisha, is under-
going treatment at the col-
lege hospital and gave her 
statement to the police, an 
offi cer said. Durgapur gan-
grape happened 14 months 
after the RG Kar hospital 
rape and murder of a medic.

The incident occurred 
outside the private medical 
college campus in Durgapur 
Friday night when the sec-
ond-year student went out 
with a friend to fetch some 
food, a police offi cer said.

“On the basis of a com-
plaint lodged by her family 
members, we have started 
an investigation. We have 
interrogated her friend who 

had accompanied her off the 
college campus,” he said.

A senior police offi cer told 
PTI that the victim in her 
statement has claimed that 
three persons were involved.

“We have recorded the 
statement of the victim in the 
hospital. Some locals have 
identifi ed the accused,” he 
said, adding that raids were 
being conducted in the local-
ity in search of them.

The parents of the student 
said they reached Durgapur 
this morning after getting a call 
from their daughter’s friends. 
Her mother alleged that her 

daughter was gangraped 
around 10 pm when she went 
out of the college campus with 
one of her friends for dinner.

An initial probe revealed 
that the student went outside 
the campus with her friend 
around 8-8.30 pm, the offi cer 
of New Township Police Sta-
tion in Durgapur said.

“The friend left her alone 
when three unidentifi ed men 
arrived there. They snatched 
her phone, took her to a jungle, 
and raped her. She was threat-
ened with dire consequences 
if she told anyone about the 
incident,” the offi cer said.

Jay Dholakia joins BJP; setback for BJD 

Washington: US President 
Donald Trump said Friday that 
he’s placing an additional 100 
per cent tax on Chinese imports 
starting on Nov. 1 or sooner, 
potentially escalating tariff 
rates close to levels that in April 
fanned fears of a steep recession 
and fi nancial market chaos. 
The president said on his social 
media site that he is imposing 
these new tariffs because of 
export controls placed on rare 
earth elements by China. The 
new tariffs were built on an 
earlier post Friday on Truth 
Social in which Trump said that 
“there seems to be no reason” 
to meet with Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping as part of an upcoming 
trip to South Korea.  P10

Desert lions turn maritime hunters

Medico from Odisha 
gangraped in Bengal

MAJHI SEEKS MAMATA’S INTERVENTION 
Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi Saturday 
expressed concern over the gangrape of an Odia student 
at Durgapur in West Bengal and sought the intervention of 
Mamata Banerjee, his counterpart in the neighbouring state, 
in taking action against the culprit. Taking to X, Maji said: 
“The unfortunate incident of gang rape involving an Odia 
student in Durgapur, West Bengal, is highly condemnable 
and painful. I am deeply shocked upon hearing this news. 
In this sensitive matter, I strongly urge the Honorable 
Chief Minister of West Bengal, @MamataOfficial, to take 
exemplary action against the accused as per the law.” 
The CM also prayed for the speedy recovery of the victim. 
“Additionally, I have instructed senior officials to contact 
the West Bengal government and take necessary steps. All 
possible assistance will be provided to the victim’s family on 
behalf of the Odisha government,” Majhi said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: The 
BJD’s prospective candidate 
for the Nuapada Assembly 
bypoll, Jay Dholakia, Satur-
day joined the ruling BJP in 
Odisha, in a major setback for 
the Naveen Patnaik-led party.

Jay is the son of Rajendra 
Dholakia, the BJD MLA 
whose death necessitated 
the by-election in the seat.

He joined the BJP in the 
presence of Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi, Dep-
uty CM KV Singh Deo and 
state BJP president Man-
mohan Samal at the party’s 

main offi ce in Bhubaneswar.
Welcoming him to the 

party, the CM said, “Jay will 
complete his father’s incom-
plete works in Nuapada. He 
decided to join the BJP after 

witnessing the development 
works happening in the state.”

Jay was tipped to be the 
BJD’s candidate for the by-
poll, scheduled for Novem-
ber 11. However, his name 
was not offi cially announced 
by the Opposition party.

With Jay now in the BJP, 
it is widely expected that the 
party will fi eld him as its can-
didate in the upcoming by-elec-
tion, aiming to wrest the Nua-
pada seat from the BJD.

Jay’s switch to the BJP has 
disrupted the BJD’s strategy 
of leveraging sympathy votes 
to retain the seat following 
his father’s death. The Con-

gress, on the other hand, has 
already announced Ghasir-
am Majhi, who secured over 
50,000 votes as an indepen-
dent candidate in the 2024 
Assembly election, as its 
nominee for the by-poll.

Political observers are now 
watching closely to see whom 
the BJD will nominate to take 
on both the BJP and Congress 
in the crucial contest.  The 
Nuapada by-election holds 
major political signifi cance 
and is being seen as a litmus 
test for the 16-month-old BJP 
government in Odisha, led 
by Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi.

PM lays stones 
for two fi shery 
projects in state

ROWING & RACING: Competitors in action during Kayaking and Canoeing League 2025-26 at Pokhribal Lake, in Srinagar PTI PHOTO

Afghan FM’s ‘male only’ 
presser triggers row

Trump announces 
100% tariff on China



Mumbai: For Anya Singh, Bollywood hasn’t always been a smooth 
ride. The young actress recently opened up about the heartbreak of 

early setbacks and the personal challenges that tested her resili-
ence, lessons that have shaped her journey in the fi lm industry.

“You entered the movies, you got a big studio and all that, that 
didn’t fl y the way this has… That opportunity didn’t work out but 
that was not on them...”, Anya refl ected in an interview with a 

entertainment portal. Despite landing promising projects early 
on, the initial successes didn’t translate as expected, teaching 
her the realities of an unpredictable industry.

The challenges didn’t end there. Personal tragedy struck, 
adding emotional weight to her professional hurdles. “My 
father was in hospital when Quadi Band released... I lost my 
father in October... then my mom was detected with cancer...”, 
she revealed. Yet rather than letting grief and setbacks defi ne her, 
Anya leaned into perseverance, emphasizing the importance of staying 
committed to her craft.

“You’re so used to failure, you kind of don’t know how to accept success… 
I’m extremely happy that it’s (The Ba***ds of Bollywood) done so well for 

everybody across...”, she shared, refl ecting on the joy and satisfaction 
that comes when hard work fi nally pays off. For Anya, true fulfi lment 

goes beyond fame: “As long as I get to do what I love to do and as long 
as I get to perform... exciting roles... with good people... I’ve been 

very fortunate.”
Anya Singh’s journey from adversity to acclaim is a testament 
to resilience in the often-turbulent world of Bollywood. Her 

story proves that with determination, heart, and grit, even 
the toughest setbacks can lead to triumph.

 AGENCIES

You will feel the burden of 
financial responsibilities 
on your shoulders today, says Ganesha. 
Do not let expenses bother you. Money 
will come to you from unexpected 
sources later in the day. If you can 
maintain an impartial judgement, then 
you will yield wonderful results on the 
financial front, advises Ganesha.

You are extremely compet-
itive. And it doesn't matter 
how far behind the compe-
tition is. So today, you will continue your 
usual quest for getting better. You won't 
have it any other way as you despise 
mediocrity. You will fi nd yourself in the 
company of like-minded people who will 
inspire you to study new subjects.

Che Guevara may not hold 
the beacon any more, and 
the best of the Beatles are 
long gone. But your desire to revolutio-
nise the world is as strong as ever, sees 
Ganesha. The best ideas are the ones that 
come suddenly and subconsciously. So, al-
ways carry a pen and paper with you, you 
may need them to note down ideas that 
you generate over the course of the day. 

Professionalism will be 
overshadowed by personal 
preoccupations. Drill your 
way out of problems today by meeting 
them head-on. Don’t get stuck up on 
the emotional front, especially in the 
evening, cautions Ganesha.

Work pressure will keep on 
mounting today, predicts 
Ganesha. But you shall handle 
it with great style, all thanks to your 
patience. But keep a watch on the radar 
and learn how to spot stress early and 
then act on it as quickly as you can.

Look before you leap, says 
Ganesha. Cupid has strung 
his bow and aimed an arrow 
at you. Love's labour will easily aid you to 
woo a young, tender heart. But don't be 
swept away by easy prospects and guard 
your reputation at all costs.

You will starve for some free 
time, but will fi nd it diffi cult 
to steal even a minute from 
your busy schedule, even if it is for un-
winding your overworked soul, says Ga-
nesha. In times like these, one can hardly 
think straight, let alone be innovative. 

Your ideas are bang on target 
today! Everything you touch 
turns into gold. You have it in 
you to make it big, and the time is now. 
When the going gets tough, the tough get 
going — you've heard this before, now it's 
time for some action, says Ganesha.

Stabbing with a pen is so 
much more satisfying than 
slicing with a sword. With 
these lofty ideals in mind, you will launch 
an assault upon your unsuspecting prey 
with your lethal presentation skills, 
eliciting cries of sheer ecstasy and 
tremendous applause. Don’t get carried 
away though, says Ganesha.

Trivialities should be the 
least of your concerns today. 
Do not let the small things 
faze you out. Remember that it is the over-
all picture that matters, and not one small 
stroke of the brush. Bear this is mind, 
since you may come under some pressure 
from subordinates at your workplace. 

Your business acquaintances 
will come forward in the 
manner that may seem nothing short of 
some divine intervention. This means that 
they will virtually save your neck from the 
guillotine, predicts Ganesha. You will grow 
wiser in your spending ways, as you will 
know what to buy and what not to buy. 

You are creative, and 
today you will prove to be 
resourceful and thereby 
successful! Okay, you are ambitious, says 
Ganesha, but don't bite off more than you 
can chew. Be confi dent of your abilities, 
work hard and have faith in providence.
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BRAD, INES DE RAMON 
MOVE IN TOGETHER

THE WORLD’S SO HARD 
ON GIRLS: GIGI HADID

After three years of dating, Brad Pitt and 
Ines de Ramon are said to have moved in 
together and are ‘happier than ever’. The 
61-year-old actor and 32-year-old jewel-
lery designer have reportedly taken the 
next step in their relationship and are now 
“fully living together”, according to People.

While refl ecting on her early 
days as a model, Gigi Hadid has 
declared the world is “so hard on 
girls”. The model, 30, made the 
declaration while refl ecting on her 
fi rst appearance in the Victoria’s 
Secret Fashion Show.
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW
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Mumbai:  As Bollywood icon 
Amitabh Bachchan celebrated 
his 83rd birthday Saturday, 
many big names from the fi lm 
fraternity have penned adorable 
birthday wishes for the legend.

 Big B’s Kalki 2898 AD co-star 
Prabhas compiled a heartfelt 
wish saying, “Happy birthday 
@amitabhbachchan sir. It’s a 
privilege to witness your legacy 
and work alongside you.”

Kajol also dropped a rare 
photo with Amitabh and wrote, 
“Happy birthday to the reigning 
and forever rockstar @SrBach-
chan .. May u have many more 
reasons to smile and laugh this 
year.”

Recalling his experience of di-
recting Big B in Runway 34, Ajay 
Devgn penned, “The toughest 
task was saying ‘cut’ when sir 
delivered a shot...Happy Birth-
day Amit Ji (Folded hands and 

red heart emoji) @SrBachchan.”
Treating the netizens with 

a throwback pic with the stal-
wart, Suniel Shetty added, “To 
the man who defi nes greatness… 
Happy Birthday @SrBachchan. 
You’ve inspired me and mil-
lion others in ways words can’t 
describe, with your strength, 
grace, and spirit. Always a fan… 
always in awe.”

Farhan Akhtar, who recent-
ly appeared in Kaun Banega 
Crorepati 17 with father Javed 
Akhtar, shared, "Happy birthday 
Amit uncle. What a pleasure and 
privilege it was to be with you on 
your birthday special.”

Veteran actor Shatrughan 
Sinha wished Amitabh using the 
following words, “Many many 
happy returns of the day for our 
icon, role model, for everybody 
@SrBachchan.” IANS

Chennai: Popular actress Trisha Saturday trashed 
rumours that she was to wed a Chandigarh-based 
businessman with a sarcastic comment on Instagram. 

 Taking to her Instagram stories section, Trisha 
wrote, “I love when people plan my life for me. Just 
waiting for them to schedule the honeymoon too.”

Trisha’s sharp post comes in the wake of a sec-
tion of the media claiming that the actress was 
to wed a Chandigarh-based businessman soon. 
The reports claimed that both families knew 
each other well. This isn't the fi rst time that 
such baseless rumours have been spread about 
the actress.

Trisha, who is one of the leading actresses 
in both the Tamil and Telugu fi lm industries, 
has had some anxious moments, right from the 
start of this month.
Meanwhile, Trisha has a number of fi lms lined 

up for release. The actress, who will be seen play-
ing the lead along with Megastar Chiranjeevi in dir-
ector Vassishta’s much-anticipated socio-fantasy en-

tertainer Vishwambhara, will also be seen playing the 
female lead in actor Suriya’s Karuppu, which has been 
directed by R J Balaji.  IANS

Trisha rubbishes 
wedding rumours

Anya’s journey 
from adversity to acclaim

Wishes pour in as Amitabh turns 83

New Delhi: India’s time-
less epic Mahabharat is 
set to return on Prasar Bha-
rati’s offi cial OTT platform 
WAVES and Doordarshan 
in a version reimagined by 
artifi cial intelligence (AI).

The AI-reimagined 
Mahabharat, produced by 
the Collective Media Net-
work, will have its digit-
al premiere October 25, 
followed by a telecast on 
Doordarshan from Nov-
ember 2.

“Partnering on this AI-
led reimagining allows 
audiences to experience 
one of India’s greatest epics 
anew, honouring tradition 
while embracing cutting-edge 
technology in storytelling. It 
is an expression of Vikas and 
Virasat coming together in 
modern broadcasting,” Prasar 
Bharati CEO Gaurav Dwivedi 
said in a statement.

“The War of all Wars/
The Greatest Story of All 
Time Written by Ved Vyas 
Reimagined by AI. It’s not 
just Mahabharata. It’s Maha 
AI,” WAVES OTT said in a 
post on X.

Leveraging advanced AI 

tools, the series re-
builds the vast Maha-
bharat universe, its 
characters, battlefi elds, 
emotions and moral di-
lemmas with cinematic 
scale and striking real-
ism.

“Like millions of 
Indians, I grew up 
watching the classic 
Mahabharata on tele-
vision every Sunday. It 
was an experience that 
shaped my imagination 
and my connection 
to our culture. With 
Mahabharat, our hope 
is to give today’s gen-

eration a similar touchstone 
that feels as immersive and 
unifying as it did for us, but 
told through the possibilities 
of today’s technology,” Vijay 
Subramaniam, Founder and 
Group CEO of the Collective 
Artists Network, said. PTI

AI-led Mahabharat on DD from November 2
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BUDDING TALENT
A young artiste performs 

during National Dance 
Festival organised at 

Bhanja Kala Mandap in 
Bhubaneswar, Saturday

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: Odisha 
will soon emerge as a frontrun-
ner in country’s blue revolution, 
with the construction of eastern 
India’s fi rst integrated aqua 
park at Hirakud in Sambalpur 
district, Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi said Saturday.

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di virtually laid the foundation 
stone for the integrated aqua 
park at Basantpur in Sambal-
pur and a modern wholesale 
fi sh market at Pandara in 
Bhubaneswar under the Prad-
han Mantri Matsya Sampada 
Yojana while launching the 

Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya 
Krishi Yojana (PMDDKY) and 
Mission for Aatmanirbharta in 
Pulses in Delhi. Addressing the 
state-level launch ceremony of 
the PMDDKY and the Mission 
for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses at 
OUAT here, Majhi said the new 
initiatives would empower farm-
ers and promote self-reliance.

The PMDDKY was launched 
in 100 districts across India, 
including Kandhamal, Malkan-
giri, Sundargarh, and Nuapada 
in Odisha. Over the next six 
years, the scheme will involve 
an annual expenditure of ̀ 24,000 
crore, benefi ting 1.7 crore farm-
ers nationwide. The integrated 
aqua park, to be developed over 

95.47 acres of government land at 
a cost of `100 crore, is expected 
to be completed by January 2027. 
It will transform Sambalpur into 
a centre of excellence in modern 
aquaculture, Majhi said.

Of the `100 crore, the Union 
government will contribute `60 
crore, while the remaining `40 
crore will be spent by the state 
government.

Majhi said agriculture and al-
lied sectors remain the primary 
livelihood source for over 60 per 
cent of Odisha’s population and 
nearly 50 per cent nationally.

The state government, he 
added, has introduced major 
policy reforms in these sectors, 
with `37,838 crore allocated for 

agricultural development in the 
2025–26 Budget.

Under the Samruddha Kru-
shak Yojana, farmers are as-
sured of `3,100 per quintal as a 
combined benefi t of Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) and input 
assistance.

Majhi expressed confi dence 
that the PMDDKY would 
strengthen the rural economy, 
boost farmers’ income, and 
promote inclusive agricultural 
growth.

The wholesale fi sh market at 
Pandara, to be set up at an esti-
mated cost of `59.13 crore, will 
be jointly implemented by the 
Fisheries and Animal Resourc-
es Development department and 
the Bhubaneswar Municipal 
Corporation (BMC).

Of the total cost, ̀ 30 crore will 
come from the Union govern-
ment and `29.13 crore from the 
state government. The market 
will directly benefi t 143 traders, 
create over 2,000 indirect jobs, 
and cater to the fi sh demand of 
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack. It is 
slated for completion by Novem-
ber 2027.

Deputy Chief Minister Kanak 
Vardhan Singh Deo, who is also 
the Agriculture and Farmers’ 
Empowerment Minister, said 
while India is already self-suf-
fi cient in rice, the focus must 
now shift towards self-reliance 
in pulses and oilseeds, along 
with promoting the blue econo-
my to enhance farmers’ income. 
He also advocated for organic 
farming as it would help make 
a healthier nation.

Law Minister Prithiviraj Har-
ichandan described the schemes 
as path-breaking initiatives that 
will serve as models for compre-
hensive agricultural develop-
ment in Odisha.

Union Tribal Affairs Min-
ister Jual Oram attended the 
event virtually from Sund-
argarh, while Bhubaneswar 
Mayor Sulochana Das, OUAT 
Vice-Chancellor Pravat Kumar 
Roul, Co-operation department 
Commissioner-cum-Secretary 
Rajesh Prabhakar Patil, Khur-
da Collector Amrit Ruturaj and 
BMC Commissioner Chanchal 
Rana were also present. 

CM: Odisha will soon emerge as 
a frontrunner in blue revolution

The integrated aqua park, to be developed over 95.47 acres of 
government land in Sambalpur at a cost of `100 crore, is expected 

to be completed by January 2027

The wholesale fish market, to be set up in Bhubaneswar’s Pandara 
at an estimated cost of `59.13 crore, is slated for completion by 

November 2027

Eastern India’s fi rst 
integrated aqua park in 

Sambalpur will transform 
the town into a centre 

of excellence in modern 
aquaculture, Majhi says

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct 11: 
UNICEF Saturday lauded 
Odisha’s efforts in establish-
ing a number of advocacy 
groups that has resulted in 
curbing the child marriag-
es and empowerment of 
young girls to a large ex-
tent. UNICEF's India repre-
sentative Cynthia McCaf-
frey praised the country's 
strides in child protection, 
noting the establishment 
of juvenile justice boards, 
child welfare committees, 
and special POCSO courts 
as tangible progress.

McCaffrey was speaking 
at the two-day National An-
nual Stakeholders' Consul-
tation on 'Safeguarding the 
Girl Child: Towards a Safer 
and Enabling Environment 

for Her in India' organised 
by the Supreme Court's Ju-
venile Justice Committee in 
collaboration with UNICEF 
India.

The event coincided with 
the International Day of the 
Girl Child.

"The fl agship pro-
grammes 
such as Mis-
sion Vatsalya, 
Mission Shak-
ti, and Beti 
Bachao Beti 
Padhao have 
laid founda-
tions that can go to scale," 
she said.

From adolescent clubs in 
Madhya Pradesh to Bharo-
sa centres in Telangana and 
advocacy groups in Odisha 
and Rajasthan, McCaffrey 
highlighted successful com-

munity-level interventions 
that are "helping delay child 
marriages and empower 
young girls".

The 2-day consultation 
workshop was also attend-
ed by Union Women and 
Child Development Minis-
ter Annapurna Devi, who 

said, “854 one-
stop centres 
for women 
have been 
established 
across India 
with the help 
of the Nirbha-

ya Fund to provide shelter, 
counselling, medical aid, 
and legal assistance to sur-
vivors of violence.”

Devi noted that 56 per 
cent of legally adopted chil-
dren in India last year were 
girls, refl ecting a shift in so-

cial attitudes. 
"Now, girls are not seen 

as a burden but as a beacon 
of hope," she said. 

The minister also spoke 
about the women helpline 
181, women help desks at 
police stations, initiatives 
such as working women's 
hostels and Shakti Sadhan, 
and their role in strength-
ening women's safety and 
self-dependence.

Devi said "women's pow-
er" lies at the core of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
vision of a developed In-
dia by 2047, and that the 
government's integrated 
approach through Mission 
Shakti, Mission Vatsalya, 
and Mission Poshan 2.0 
aims to advance women's 
safety, empowerment, and 
self-reliance.

INTERNATIONAL 
DAY OF 

GIRL CHILD

UNICEF recognises Odisha’s 
efforts to curb child marriage

FAIR AHEAD: Arrangements being made for electricity supply at Bali Yatra Lower Ground, Saturday, ahead of 
the trade fair in the Silver City  OP PHOTO

CM Mohan Charan Majhi waters a plant during a virtual foundation stone laying ceremony by PM Narendra 
Modi of an integrated aqua park in Sambalpur and wholesale fi sh market in Bhubaneswar Saturday. Deputy CM 
and Agriculture & Farmers’ Empowerment (A&FE) Minister Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo, Law Minister Prithviraj 
Harichandan and A&FE department Principal Secretary Arabinda Kumar Padhee are also seen here OP PHOTO

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Puri, Oct 11: In a sig-
nifi cant development, the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has 
marked Srimandir and its periphery on 
its fl ight map as a ‘Red Zone’, prohib-
iting aircrafts like drones from fl ying 
in the area, particularly above the 12th 
century shrine. 

Puri Superintendent of Police Pra-
teek Singh said Saturday that the DG-
CA move came after repeated sightings 
of unauthorised drone fl ights over the 
temple. Singh said the ‘Red Zone’ status 
will remain effective for three years – 
till September 25, 2028. “The restriction 
will apply to unmanned aircraft such 
as drones, which can pose a signifi cant 
security challenge,” he said.

Srimandir and its adjoining areas 
had earlier been designated as a ‘No-
Fly Zone’ to prevent aerial intrusions 

and ensure the safety of devotees and 
the temple.

Odisha Police had approached the 
DGCA and acting on its request, the 
authority appointed nodal offi cers to 
survey Puri. “Following their recom-
mendation, the DGCA issued a notifi ca-
tion September 25 this year, declaring 
Srimandir and its surrounding areas 
as a ‘Red Zone’,” Singh said.

With the ‘Red Zone’ status, strict 
legal action will be taken against any 
unauthorised drone operations or aeri-
al activities near the temple complex.

The move aims to bolster aerial sur-
veillance and safeguard the historic 
shrine, which attracts millions of dev-
otees from across the world every year.

In recent months, several incidents 
of drones fl ying close to the temple have 
been reported. 

Srimandir sky now a ‘Red Zone’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: Four 
Rajya Sabha seats from Odisha 
are set to fall vacant in April 
2026, with the tenures of Muz-
ibulla Khan (Muna), Niran-
jan Bishi, Sujeet Kumar, and 
Mamata Mahanta coming to 
an end. While the elections to 
these seats were expected to be 
closely contested, recent polit-
ical developments have signifi -
cantly altered the equation.

With the death of Nuapada 
BJD MLA Rajendra Dholakia 
September 8, BJD’s tally in the 
state Assembly dropped from 
51 to 50. The outcome of the up-
coming by-election to seat was 
supposed to decide whether the 
party could regain its earlier 
strength. However, Rajendra 
Dholakia’s son, Jay Dholakia, 
joined the BJP Saturday, fuel-
ling speculation that the BJD 
may no longer be intending to 
retain its previous numbers.

Leader of the Opposition and 
BJD supremo, Naveen Patnaik, 
who had been in New Delhi 
since September 7, returned 
to Bhubaneswar Friday. Jay, 
who was also in the national 
capital around the same time, 
joined the BJP soon after his 
return. The timing has trig-
gered talk of a possible under-
standing between the BJD and 

the BJP’s Central leadership. A 
senior political observer, speak-
ing on condition of anonym-
ity, claimed that “some form 
of understanding has already 
been reached between the two 
parties.”

At present, the BJP has 78 
MLAs, along with three Inde-
pendents who are aligned with 
it, taking its effective strength 
to 81. The BJD’s count has fall-
en to 50 following Dholakia’s 
death. The Congress holds 14 
seats, while the CPI(M) has one. 
Based on the current numbers, 
a candidate requires 30 votes to 
win a Rajya Sabha seat.

This arithmetic gives the 
BJP two seats comfortably, 
while one seat is almost cer-
tain for the BJD. The fi ght for 
the fourth seat, however, now 
leans in the BJP’s favour with 
21 votes as against the BJD’s 20.

Initially, the BJD had 
planned to fi eld Jay as its can-
didate for the Nuapada by-elec-
tion, banking on sympathy 
votes. However, his joining 
the BJP has upended that strat-
egy. What seemed certain until 
Thursday turned uncertain the 
very next day, coinciding with 
Patnaik’s return from Delhi.

Had the Nuapada seat re-
mained with the BJD until the 
Rajya Sabha polls, the party 
would likely have needed the 

backing of the Congress and 
CPI(M) to claim the fourth 
seat. But given the BJD’s neu-
tral stance during the Congress’ 
no-confi dence motion against 
the state government in the 
Assembly and its abstention 
in the recent Vice Presidential 
election—moves seen as indi-
rectly favouring the BJP—polit-
ical observers believe the BJD 
is unlikely to take Congress 
help to claim the fourth seat.

The scenario might have 
been different had Rajendra 
Dholakia still been alive, as 
the numbers would have forced 
the BJD into a tougher contest. 
The party’s earlier gestures of 
goodwill toward the BJP—such 
as supporting Union Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw’s Rajya 
Sabha election twice despite 
having the numbers to fi eld its 
own candidate—appear to be 
continuing.

In the coming Rajya Sabha 
polls, the BJD seems poised ei-
ther to cede the fourth seat to 
the BJP or to refrain from con-
testing it aggressively. Sourc-
es indicate that a new political 
understanding may have been 
brokered through a corporate 
fi gure, reportedly being consid-
ered as the BJD’s nominee. If 
true, it could mark yet another 
chapter in the quiet coopera-
tion between the two parties.

QUIET COOPERATION

With the ‘Red 
Zone’ status, strict 
legal action will be 
taken against any 

unauthorised drone 
operations or aerial 

activities near the 
temple complex



POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: Buxi 
Jagabandhu English Medi-
um (BJEM) School celebrat-
ed the 7th edition of Students 
Remember Mahatma Gandhi 
(SRMG-2025) here Saturday, 
organised in collaboration with 
the alumni association of Bad-
agada Government High School 
(BGHS) and Union Bank of In-
dia, Bhubaneswar.

The celebration began with 
an all-faith prayer. Speaking on 
the occasion, BGHS headmas-
ter Bhakta Charan Paikray em-
phasised the relevance of truth 
and non-violence in modern 
life. Addressing the gathering, 
alumni association president 
Manas Mohapatra shared the 
importance of adopting the 

swadeshi spirit.
Later, BJEM principal Sand-

hya Jena highlighted the role 
of Gandhian values in shaping 
students’ character. Eminent 
Gandhian Manas Ranjan Mish-
ra delivered the keynote ad-
dress, stressing the relevance 
of Gandhiji’s ideals in develop-
ing disciplined and responsible 
citizens. Ninety-eight-year-old 
freedom fi ghter Braja Kishore 
Rout from Dhamnagar was fe-
licitated for his lifelong dedica-
tion to Gandhian philosophy.

On the occasion, UBI gen-
eral manager Harekrishna 
Das, who joined as chief guest 
and school chairman Sivapa-
da Swain urged students to 
embody Gandhian virtues in 
daily life. Around 45 schools 
participated in various com-
petitions, with 58 winners re-
ceiving prizes and mementos. 
The event concluded with vi-
brant cultural performances 
by students.
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

33.0° 31.4°
23.4° 22.2°
87% 90%

10.8mm 11.2mm

FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky 
with possibility 

of rain

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: Un-
mukt Foundation continued 
the second day of its annual 
Art Exhibition 2025 Saturday 
at the Kalinga Art Gallery, 
Bhubaneswar. The three-
day event, themed “Freedom 
through the Lens of a Child,” 
is open to visitors from 11 am 
to 6 pm daily.

The exhibition offers a vi-
brant platform for children to 
express their creativity and 
imagination. Visitors actively 
engaged with the young art-
ists, who also participated in 

live art sessions and creative 
activities throughout the day.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Unmukt Foundation CEO 
Shweta Agarwal said, “This 
exhibition presents paintings 

and artworks created by the 
children of Unmukt Founda-
tion. Through their art, they 
have shared their stories and 
expressed what freedom means 
to them. Cheers to these chil-
dren for their creativity, and 

heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who supports our foundation. 
It is because of such uncondi-
tional love and encouragement 
that these children continue to 
grow and excel.”

The exhibition features a 
diverse collection of artworks, 
including glass bottle paint-
ings, diya art, bookmarks, and 
canvas paintings — all crafted 
by children from the founda-
tion. 

Proceeds from the sale of 
these artworks will go toward 
supporting the education of 
underprivileged children as-
sociated with the foundation.

Kids express freedom at Unmukt art show
Event features a 
diverse collection of 
artworks, including 
glass bottle paintings, 
diya art, bookmarks, 
and canvas paintings

By virtue of  an affi davit 
sworn before the 
Executive Magistrate, 
Vyasanagar, dated- 
04.07.2025, I,  Santosh 
Kumar Jena,  Addres: 
At/P.O.- Manatira, 
P.S.-Jakhapura, Dist.- 
Jajpur declare that 
I have changed my 
name from Santosh 
Jena to Santosh Kumar 
Jena. Henceforth, I 
shall be known as 
Santosh Kumar Jena 
for all purposes.                    
Sd./- Santosh Kumar 
Jena

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

BJEM School hosts SRMG-2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 11: Chief Jus-
tice of India BR Gavai Saturday 
said lawyers and judges have 
a responsibility of strength-
ening the justice system and 
they must ensure that the legal 
discourse does not remain con-
fi ned to metropolises, but is ac-
cessible to even those living in 
the country’s remotest corners.

Speaking at the LAWASIA 
Conference at Hanoi in Viet-
nam on the topic of “Role of 
Lawyers and Courts in Promot-
ing Diversity and Inclusion”, 
the CJI said it is crucial that 
the principles judges articulate 
in their judgments are refl ected 
in the administrative policies 
of the court.

“I can share that when I as-
sumed offi ce as the CJI in May, 
one of my top priorities was to 
ensure that affi rmative action 
in the recruitment of admin-
istrative positions within the 
court was implemented not just 
in letter, but in spirit. I directed 
that marginalised communities 
receive their due share in all 
administrative appointments 
and that these policies be ap-
plied consistently and trans-
parently,” Justice Gavai said.

He said the dream of equal-
ity, nurtured by Gautam Bud-
dha, Mahatma Gandhi and BR 
Ambedkar, was enshrined in 
the Constitution of India in 
1950 and it turned the tide of 
destiny for millions who were 
historically marginalised and 
denied their basic rights. “For 
me, born into a low-caste fami-
ly, it meant that I was not born 
untouchable. The Constitution 
recognised my dignity as equal 
to that of every other citizen, of-
fering not just protection, but 

the promise of opportunity, 
freedom and social recogni-
tion,” he said.

The CJI said lawyers should 
not be reluctant in hiring wom-
en because of assumptions 
about maternity leave, time 
constraints or perceived ‘com-
mitment issues’.

“Such biases are unfair and 
counterproductive. Lawyers 
have a duty to ensure that the 
principles they advocate in 
court and in public life are re-
fl ected in their own workplaces 
and professional conduct,” he 
said.

Referring to various Su-
preme Court verdicts, includ-
ing the permanent commission 
judgment, where women offi -
cers were allowed permanent 
commission in defence forces, 
Justice Gavai said the judicia-
ry has played a crucial role in 
ensuring that the law protects 
and promotes equality, rather 
than perpetuating historical 
disadvantages.

“I also believe that lawyers 
and judges share additional 
common goals in strengthening 
the justice system. We must en-
sure that the legal system and 
legal discourse do not remain 
confi ned to metropolitan cities, 
but are accessible to every citi-

zen, even those living in the re-
motest corners of the country.

“Inclusion is achieved only 
when the common person can 
understand, relate to and feel 
connected with the legal pro-
cesses, the exchanges between 
a lawyer and a judge, the judg-
ments delivered and the mecha-
nisms of justice itself,” he said.

The CJI said in his role as 
the executive chairperson of 
the National Legal Services 
Authority (NALSA), which is 
mandated to ensure that no 
one is left without legal aid, he 
made it a priority to direct his 
team to reach the farthest and 
most underserved regions of 
the country.

“The goal was clear -- no in-
dividual should be deprived 
of their legal rights and every 
person must have access to 
necessary legal representation, 
guidance and support,” he said 
at the conference of LAWASIA, 
which is headed by senior advo-
cate Shyam Divan.

Justice Gavai said lawyers 
often have a more direct access 
to the public than judges, as the 
latter are expected to main-
tain a degree of aloofness, and 
this proximity gives lawyers 
a unique opportunity and re-
sponsibility to engage with the 
society.

“Their role is not confi ned to 
only the courtroom. It extends 
to the broader community, 
where they can raise awareness 
about rights, legal processes 
and the principles of justice. 
By doing so, lawyers serve as 
vital bridges between the law 
and the people, ensuring that 
justice is not only delivered but 
also understood, accessible and 
meaningful to all members of 
the society,” he said.

‘Lawyers, judges must 
ensure justice for all’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: Mem-
bers of the Cotton Association 
of Odisha (CAO) met Deputy 
Chief Minister Kanak Vard-
han Singh Deo at Krushi Bha-
van here, Saturday, to discuss 
key challenges faced by cotton 
growers in the state.

The delegation highlighted 
various issues related to cot-
ton cultivation and marketing, 
urging the government to inter-
vene for timely solutions. 

The Deputy CM assured the 

members that necessary steps 
would be taken after discus-
sions with Cotton Corporation 
of India. He further stated that 
during his upcoming visit to 
Delhi, he would take up the 
matter with the concerned 
Union Minister to ensure an 
early resolution.

Singh Deo acknowledged 
state’s high-quality cotton 
production, acknowledged 
nationwide for its long-staple 
fi ber and superior durability, 
making it a preferred choice 
among weavers.

CAO members meet Dy CM

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: In 
a major CSR initiative, the 
Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP) 
has launched a project titled 
‘Waste to Wealth’ to promote 
sustainable agriculture and 
empower women farmers in 
its peripheral areas.

The RSP signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) 
with NIT Rourkela for the CSR 
project focused on sustainable 
and innovative organic farm-
ing techniques, aimed partic-
ularly at women farmers.

On behalf of RSP, CGM 

(Town Services and CSR) TG 
Kanekar and representing 
NIT Rourkela, Dean (SRICCE) 
Swadesh Kumar Pratihar 
signed the MoU in presence 
of officials from both institu-
tions and the 
CSR depart-
ment of RSP.

Speaking on 
the occasion, 
Kanekar said the collabora-
tion with NIT Rourkela would 
bring scientifi c expertise and 
innovation to grassroots-level 
farming, thereby enhancing 
livelihood opportunities for 
women farmers.

He added that such initia-
tives demonstrate RSP’s con-
tinued commitment to inclu-
sive and sustainable commu-
nity development.

The `42.83-lakh project 
comes under 
RSP’s CSR 
programme 
on income 
generation 

and livelihood development 
for women farmers. Over three 
years, 600 women farmers will 
receive hands-on training in 
vermicomposting, bio-fertiliser 
and bio-pesticide preparation, 
crop diversifi cation, seed test-

ing and treatment, and kitchen 
garden development.

The project also includes 
upgrading a soil testing lab-
oratory at IPD for beneficia-
ries’ use. By promoting scien-
tific practices and converting 
agricultural waste into use-
ful resources, the initiative 
exemplifies the “Waste to 
Wealth” concept.

RSP and NIT Rourkela’s 
collaboration underscores the 
power of industry–academia 
partnerships in driving in-
novation, sustainability, and 
women’s empowerment, 
Kanekar added.

RSP, NIT Rourkela launch ‘Waste to Wealth’ project 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: The 
Mahanadi Bachao Andolan 
(MBA) committee has strong-
ly condemned eviction of its 
members from the Mahanadi 
Water Dispute Tribunal hear-
ing Saturday, calling the move 
unconstitutional and a viola-
tion of fundamental rights.

Before the hearing started, 
activists including MBA con-
vener Sudarshan Das, co-conve-
ners Basudev Bhatt and Manoj 
Jena, spokesperson Prasanna 
Bishoyi and others were pres-

ent at the Mahanadi Tribunal 
offi ce in New Delhi to observe 
the tribunal’s stance as both 
the states—Odisha and Chhat-
tisgarh—were engaged in an 
inter-state negotiations for an 
amicable solution to the wa-
ter-sharing dispute.

However, Tribunal manager 
Chandan Mukherjee reportedly 
asked the activists to leave the 
hall, leading to a brief exchange 
of words before they stepped 
out and waited in the lobby. 

Later, when the Advocate 
General of Odisha and the 
Water Resources department 

Principal Secretary arrived 
to attend the hearing, tension 
fl ared, with the MBA members, 
alleging that AG made remarks 
on the activists and threatened 
to book one under the National 
Security Act (NSA).

Evicting citizens from a public 
tribunal hearing violates Articles 
19(1)(a) and 21 of the Constitution, 
which guarantee the right to in-
formation, freedom of expression 
and access to fair judicial pro-
ceedings, the activists said. The 
organisation has fi led a formal 
complaint before the tribunal 
chairperson seeking redressal.

Activists slam eviction at Mahanadi hearing

DIWALI AHEAD: A customer checks out idols of Goddess Laxmi and Lord Ganesh at a shop at Nayasadak in Cuttack, Saturday  OP PHOTO

BM Birla Hosp conducts leadless pacemaker implant
POST NEWS NETWORK

Kolkata, Oct 11: In a major 
milestone for cardiac care, BM 
Birla Heart Hospital, Kolkata, 
has become the fi rst centre in 
Eastern India to successfully 
implant the world’s fi rst du-
al-chamber leadless pacemaker. 
The groundbreaking procedure 
was led by director of Cardiology 
at the hospital Anil Mishra.

The hospital used the AVEIR 
leadless pacemaker system, 
a next-generation technology 
that eliminates wires and chest 
incisions. Implanted via a min-

imally invasive catheter, the 
capsule-sized device offers up to 
20 years of longevity, reducing in-
fection risk and ensuring faster 
recovery.

“This is a defi ning moment in 
the evolution of cardiac pacing,” 
said Mishra. “The AVEIR system 
is not just an innovation—it’s a 

revolution that brings global-lev-
el precision, safety, and simplici-
ty to Indian patients.”

Adding international exper-
tise, Cyrus Adel Hadadi, Associ-
ate Director of Cardiac Arrhyth-
mia, MedStar Heart & Vascular 
Institute (USA), shared insights 
on leadless pacing technology 
during the milestone event.

The successful implantation 
highlights BM Birla Heart Hos-
pital’s leadership in cardiac in-
novation and patient care. A unit 
of the CKA Birla Group, the hos-
pital has a legacy of pioneering 
achievements.

IN A FIRST IN EAST INDIA

EMPOWERING 
WOMEN FARMERS
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Keonjhar, Oct 11: Allegations 
of negligence and collusion have 
surfaced in the Keonjhar forest 
division after two men, caught 
red-handed by the Divisional Forest 
Offi cer (DFO) for illegal tree felling, 
were allegedly released by the local 
range offi cer.

According to reports, Keonjhar 
DFO Dhanraj HD was returning 
from an inspection of the Janghi-
ra section Friday when he spotted 
large-scale illegal tree felling near 
Ostapanga and Madhyapur under 
Balabhadrapur beat of the Sadar 
range. The timber mafi a, upon no-
ticing the DFO’s vehicle, fl ed the 
scene, but the offi cer managed to 
apprehend the duo.

The DFO seized two motorcycles, 
several logs, and a saw from the site 
before handing the accused over to 

the Sadar range offi cer for further 
action. However, the range offi cer 
later released both detainees with-
out explanation, triggering outrage 
among local residents and environ-
mental activists.

Residents have questioned how 
a junior offi cer could override the 
DFO’s action and release suspects 
caught red-handed in an illegal ac-
tivity. They have also demanded 
an inquiry into the failure of local 
forest staff in acting against unau-
thorised tree cutting earlier despite 
being informed.

Locals allege that trees were 
being felled under the pretext of 
having offi cial permission, and 
that corrupt forest staff were 
working in collusion with timber 
mafi as. They further claimed that 
instead of arresting the other ac-
cused who fl ed, the range offi cer 
chose to free the two who had been 
detained, raising doubts of possi-
ble corruption.

Villagers have urged the Forest 
department to arrest those involved 
in the illegal activity and take strict 
disciplinary action against the offi -
cials responsible.

When contacted, DFO Dhanraj 
HD said the two suspects escaped 
due to the negligence of the Sadar 
range offi cer. “We have seized two 
mobile phones, two vehicles, and 
the timber from the spot. Depart-
mental action will follow after in-
quiry,” he said.

FOREST MAFIA NEXUS

Two arrested by DFO,
freed by range offi cer

Keonjhar/Patana: A herd of 30 
wild elephants got stranded for over 
10 hours Saturday on Turumun-
ga islet in the tri-junction of the 
Baitarani river under Patna forest 
range of Keonjhar district since late 
Friday night. 

The herd of 11 tuskers (male el-
ephants), 12 female elephants and 
seven calves was stuck on the islet 
while crossing the river on the fring-
es of Mayurbhanj district. Strong 
current and heavy water fl ow in the 
river have also deterred the animals 
to cross over to land. The tuskers and 
female elephants were found sur-
rounding the calves. 

Meanwhile, residents of Keonjhar 
and Mayurbhanj districts assembled 
on both sides of the river staging pro-
tests against elephant menace. 

Finally, the herd was learnt to 
have crossed the river and reached 
Raikala by evening, Mohanta added. 

30 elephants stranded on Baitarani river islet

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Oct 11: A new-
born, which was stolen 
from the District Head-
quarters Hospital (DHH) 
here Friday, was rescued 
by police within six hours 
and returned safely to the 
mother Saturday. The al-
leged kidnapper, identifi ed 
as Parbati Hembram who 
assisted new mothers at the 
hospital, has been arrested 
and is under investigation.

Twenty-year-old Fulma-
ni Soren of Ranibhol vil-

lage in Baripada went into 
labour Friday. She deliv-
ered the child en route to 
the DHH in an ambulance 
they were admitted to the 
women and child section.

The alleged kidnapper, 
Hembram, reportedly 
approached the mother 
claiming she would provide 

government assistance and 
managed to take away the 
newborn from the ward. 
The child was later taken to 
her village in the Baishinga 
police station area.

Police acted swiftly after 
receiving the alert, traced 
Hembram, and rescued 
the baby. The newborn 
has since been returned to 
the mother, and both are 
reported to be in stable con-
dition. Hembram has been 
arrested and police are con-
tinuing the investigation.

Baripada police station 
OIC Karunakar Rout con-
firmed the child’s recov-
ery and said legal action 
would follow. 

Newborn stolen from DHH; rescued
Woman arrested 
for stealing baby

PNN & AGENCIES

Rourkela, Oct 11: A head con-
stable of CRPF, who along with 
two others was injured in two 
IED explosions inside Saranda 
forest under Jharkhand’s West 
Singhbhum district 
along the Odisha 
border, died Satur-
day in Rourkela, 
police said.

An inspector and 
an assistant sub-in-
spector, who also 
sustained injuries in 
the IED blasts, were 
undergoing treatment, a police 
statement said.

It is suspected that the impro-
vised explosive devices were 
planted by the proscribed CPI 
(Maoist), which is observing a 
‘resistance week’ in Jharkhand, 
to target security forces, he said.

Head constable Mahendra 
Laskar, a resident of Assam, 
died during treatment at a 
hospital in Rourkela, Odisha, 
said a statement issued by the 
Jharkhand Police Headquar-
ters Saturday.

The inspector and 
the ASI are under 
treatment in the hospi-
tal, it said. Earlier Fri-
day evening, the three 
CRPF personnel sus-
tained injuries in the 
explosions in Babudih 
area of Saranda forest 
under the Jaraikela po-

lice station limits.
The Jharkhand Police 

strengthened security across 
the state in the wake of the ‘re-
sistance week’ of the banned 
CPI (Maoist), which began Oc-
tober 8. The outfi t also called for 
a bandh October 15.

CRPF head constable injured 
in IED blast dies in Rourkela

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nilagiri, Oct 11: At a time when a 
series of elephant deaths have raised 
concern in Kuldiha Wildlife Sanctuary, 
another pachyderm estimated to be over 
20 years old was found dead in a nearby 
pond Friday night. The cause of death 
is yet to be determined.

The carcass was discovered in a 
pond near Ambajhar village in the 
Panchalingeshwar forest range un-
der Kuldiha sub-division. About 85 
elephants reside in and around the 

sanctuary. Forest staff fi rst noticed 
the dead elephant and informed high-
er offi cials.

Balasore forest division offi cials, 
including Divisional Forest Offi cer 
(DFO) Prafulla Kumar Mallik, ACF 
Tatini Sethi, Kuldiha Range Offi cer 
Subrata Kumar Behera, Panchalin-
geshwar Forest Offi cer Hrushikesh 
Pradhan, and a veterinary doctor, 
visited the site to conduct a pre-
liminary investigation Saturday 
morning. Later, a high-level com-
mittee from the Forest department 
arrived to ascertain the cause of 
death and an autopsy was carried 
out on the carcass.

Forest offi cials said the fi nal 
post-mortem report will reveal the 
cause of death. “Once the report is 
received, we will be able to confi rm 
the exact cause,” the DFO said. 

Tusker carcass found
in Kuldiha sanctuary

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhawanipatna, Oct 11: The 
Public Works department 
has shut down all traffi c on 
the Turkel bridge connecting 
Bhawanipatna in Kalahandi 
district with Nuapada district 
after fears intensifi ed that the 
structure is sinking and might 
cave in.

Reports said that the bridge 
sank due to heavy rain Septem-
ber 27. With visible subsidence 
at one point and growing con-
cern among locals, vehicles 
had already been avoiding the 
stretch. Offi cials have now 
imposed a complete ban on ve-
hicular movement to prevent 
any mishap.

With the closure in place, 
commuters can reach Khari-
ar via the RD road before the 
bridge. Alternatively, they 
can travel via Kesinga and 
then use National Highway 59 
towards Titilagarh or the Biju 
Expressway.

Turkel bridge on the Tel 
river along State Highway 16 
was built around 1970, mak-
ing it roughly 50 years old. A 
high-level committee from the 
department will inspect the 
site before deciding whether 
to carry out temporary repairs 
or fully close the structure, said 
Executive Engineer Shivaji 
Pradhan.

In June, a team from the 
Central Road Research Insti-
tute surveyed the bridge after 
water was found accumulating 
near an expansion joint, raising 
further structural concerns.

Traffi c halted on 
Turkel bridge over 
safety concerns

Woman, son critical in fi recracker blast 
Jaleswar: A woman and her 7-year-old son were critically injured in a fi recracker blast at 
Shalikotha village under Jaleswar block of Balasore district, after an incense stick ignited 
the explosives. The victims, identifi ed as Sunita Dutt, 29, and her son Anurag, were initially 
treated at GK Bhatter Medical Centre in Jaleswar. Due to the severity of their injuries, 
they were later transferred to Balasore DHH and subsequently shifted to SCB Medical 
College and Hospital in Cuttack at around 2am, Saturday for advanced care. According to 
local authorities, the incident occurred Friday night at around 10pm while Sunita was busy 
preparing the fi recrackers. Anurag accidentally knocked over an incense stick, which ignited 
the fi reworks, resulting in an explosion that severely injured both mother and son. Jaleswar 
SDPO Subrat Behera and local police offi cer ASI Bhagwan Das have initiated an investigation. 
A case (451/25) has been registered in this regard at Jaleswar police station.

Bargarh police bust major drug racket; 6 arrested 
Bhubaneshwar/Bargarh: Police in Bargarh district have busted a major drug traffi cking 
racket with the arrest of six drug peddlers, offi cials confi rmed Saturday. Acting on a 
tip-off, a special squad successfully seized a large quantity of psychotropic substances 
and arrested the traffi ckers. The vehicles used for drug peddling were also seized during 
the operation. Police recovered as many as 2,598 vials of Pentazocine Lactate Injection 
from the possession of the arrested individuals. Pentazocine is a controlled psychotropic 
substance under the NDPS Act. The Superintendent of Police, Bargarh, Prahlad Sahai 
Meena, said the investigation is ongoing to identify the source, supply chain, and possible 
links to larger interstate networks. Bargarh police appealed to the public to cooperate in 
curbing the illegal drug trade, assuring that any information shared confi dentially with the 
nearest police station would protect the identity of informants.

Labourer run over by freight train
Joda: A contract labourer was killed early Saturday after being run over by a freight train 
at Banshpani railway siding in Keonjhar district. The deceased was identifi ed as Sukutu 
Naik, 40, a resident of Radha Hating in Banshpani area under Joda municipality. According 
to police, the incident occurred on Line No. 6 of the railway siding while Naik was 
reportedly engaged in levelling work as part of a private contract. Investigators suspect 
Naik was struck and killed by the moving train while attempting to cross the tracks. 
Railway Protection Force (RPF) personnel reached the scene shortly after the accident, 
recovered the body, and began an investigation into the incident.



T hirty fi ve years ago, India chose to go down two paths, on both 
of which it remains. The fi rst path was to move to a new form 
of economics. This was informally named liberalisation and 

involved opening India to foreign capital, dismantling the license 
raj, and ending public sector monopolies.

Though this was unstated, the goal of liberalisation was to follow 
the path of Asian nations like Japan, Taiwan and South Korea and 
industrialise India. Another nation was attempting this at the same 
time as us, and that is China. On the cusp of liberalisation, whose 
date we mark as 24 July 1991 (when fi nance minister Manmohan 
Singh presented his budget) India and China were at the same stage 
of economic development. The World Bank says both nations had a 
per person GDP of $334 in 1991.

It is said China had a bit of a lead because their process of opening 
up came just after Mao Tse Tung died, a decade or so before India. 
But China was coming from a very dark place with no private sector 
at all and a society that was wounded by the cultural revolution, 
hammered still by such cruelty as the one-child policy. So it is fair 
to say that in 1991 we were actually even.

What has happened since on this road is a story that can be un-
derstood when summarised by decade. By 
the end of the 1990s, China’s per person GDP 
was twice India’s.

The Atal Behari Vajpayee years that 
opened the next decade gave us the prom-
ise of ‘India Shining’. But by the end of the 
2000s, China was ahead by three times. In 
the Manmohan Singh era, China was up 
four times. In Modi’s New India, up by fi ve 
times.

Till the time of the global fi nancial crisis 
of 2008, publications that tracked the global 
economy, such as The Economist, the Wall 
Street Journal and the Financial Times used 
to run features speculating that India was on 
the path to joining Japan, South Korea and 
China. That ended by the time of the Covid 
pandemic. It was conceded that India was 
not doing and could not do what the Asian 
tigers had done, and was consigned to grow 
at more or less the same pace as its sisters, 
Bangladesh and, to a lesser extent, Pakistan.

The reasons for this were likely several, 
but the primary one was the inability of 
the state, meaning the apparatus of gov-
ernment, to effectively develop and imple-
ment policy. Today, India’s per person GDP 
is $2696, more comparable to Bangladesh 
($2593) and Pakistan ($1484) than it is to 
China ($13,303).

This is the reason why the majority of In-
dians are thought by the government itself 
to be in need of food support and why jobs 
and gross inequality are the real problem 
behind the fables of development.

Though it is clear that it is not working 
as intended, India remains on the same eco-
nomic path. The second path India chose 
to go down in 1990 also it remains on. This 
was to move away from pluralism and sec-
ularism and towards whatever Utopia was 
promised by the BJP’s ideology, which it 
called Hindutva in its manifesto of 1996. 

The party’s successful campaign against the Babri Masjid and the 
pogroms that followed, moved India away comprehensively in a new 
direction. The party formed in 1951 did not have a chief minister 
of its own, without a coalition, till 1990. Its national vote share was 
in the single digits for all these decades before doubling under LK 
Advani after Babri to around 18% and then doubling again under 
Narendra Modi to 36%.

Unlike the fi rst path of development, the acceleration down this 
second path has been quite rapid. Under Vajpayee, the BJP was 
not as full-throated in its expression of anti-minority politics as it 
is today. This was because some felt Vajpayee was soft, though it 
is true that he was dependent on allies and therefore forced to be 
hesitant. The events of 2002 changed that. The BJP found its new 
leader, who personifi ed both the directions. Coming from a state that 
had benefi ted most from the reforms of 1991, he claimed its relative 
progress was because of him. And the pogrom of 2002, and Vajpay-
ee’s inability to get him removed, established him as the primary 
fi gure of the future, something that he was able to fulfi l. He promised 
progress down both the paths chosen by India in 1990, but was able 
to lead it on only one. Today, India is not compared to China and 
the government has given up on comparisons, along with the rest of 
the world. Instead, we have found comfort in internal persecution, 
fi ghting the Pakistani army and the Bangladeshi refugee along the 
way. The electoral success of the BJP after 1990 has meant that this 
road will be diffi cult to leave, since these policies are rewarded.

For younger readers 1990 will seem a very long time ago, but for 
many of us it is recent memory. We can look at those decades and see 
what transpired, and why. The next decades will be similar: hesitant 
and slow travel on the road to becoming a wealthy and equal soci-
ety and a rapid, confi dent march further into the Hindutva utopia.

E
ven in an era of in-
tense political po-
larization, there are 
still moments when 

a bipartisan consensus can 
emerge around important ethi-
cal issues. One such moment is 
happening now. Last April the 
United States Food and Drug 
Administration released its 
“Roadmap to Reducing Animal 
Testing in Preclinical Safety 
Studies.” The FDA said that it 
was taking “a groundbreaking 
step” that would advance pub-
lic health and limit wasteful ex-
penditure by replacing animal 
testing with “more effective, 
human-relevant methods.”

Such a step would, of course, 
reduce the suffering of millions 
of nonhuman animals used for 
tests. Echoing what opponents 
of the use of animals in drug 
testing have long been saying, 
the FDA referred to a growing 
scientifi c recognition that an-
imals do not provide adequate 
models of human health and 
disease. The Roadmap also not-
ed that more than 90% of drugs 
that appear safe and effective 
in animals do not receive FDA 
approval for use in humans 
because they are not safe and 
effective in humans.

Two weeks after the FDA 
announcement, the US Nation-
al Institutes of Health (NIH), 
the world’s largest funder of 
biomedical research added 
its support for the shift away 
from animals, announcing a 
new commitment: to give high-
er priority to “human-based 
research technologies” and 
to reduce the use of animals 
in the research that it funds. 
NIH Director Jay Bhattacha-
rya said that integrating data 
science and technology would 
“fundamentally reimagine 
the way research is conduct-
ed,” and by doing so, speed 
up innovation and improve 
the outcomes obtained from 
healthcare.

In July, the FDA and NIH 

jointly hosted a high-level 
workshop on reducing an-
imal testing, where papers 
on new research methods 
were presented. The event’s 
breaking news was the NIH’s 
announcement to stop issuing 
new grants for research that 
relies solely on animal testing.

Senior FDA offi cials report-
ed that their interactions with 
hundreds of pharmaceutical 
and biotech CEOs during a na-
tionwide listening tour had re-
vealed that industry is already 
using the new, human-cen-
tered approach “because it 
works and because it’s highly 
predictive.” The pharmaceu-
tical and biotech companies 
were nevertheless still using 
animals for testing, that the 
FDA wanted animal data.

Industry representatives 
reported that they found this 
troubling, owing to ethical 
concerns about conducting 
costly experiments that caused 
animals to suffer while provid-
ing data useful only to satisfy 
a bureaucratic requirement 
for bringing their products to 
market. The FDA commission-
er noted that the new methods 
could accelerate the provision 
of benefi cial treatments to the 

public, reduce research and 
development costs, and even-
tually lower drug prices, while 
being “more humane and ethi-
cal for animals.”

This shift is cause for cele-
bration, but it is tragic that it 
has taken so long. Fifty years 
ago, one of us wrote in Animal 
Liberation that alternatives 
to the use of animals “exist al-
ready and others would devel-
op more rapidly, if the energy 
and resources now applied to 
experiment on animals were 
redirected into the search for 
alternatives.” That did not 
happen. Since the 1938 Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, 
the United States had required 
animal testing for predicting 
human outcomes for all drug, 
therapy, cosmetic, and food 
safety reviews and approvals.

For more than 80 years, 
industrial suppliers profi ted 
from breeding and selling bil-
lions of animals for research 
purposes. (The shareprice of 
the largest of these compa-
nies, Charles River Labora-
tories, fell 28% after the FDA 
announced its intention to 
reduce animal use.) Public 
funds were wasted on tests 
that caused immense harm 

to animals while failing to 
predict how humans would 
respond. Patients suffered and 
died because they were given 
drugs that worked on nonhu-
man animals, but not on them.

The fi rst step toward chang-
ing the paradigm was taken 
in 2022, when overwhelming, 
bipartisan majorities in both 
the House of Representatives 
and the Senate approved the 
FDA Modernization Act 2.0, 
making it legal for the FDA 
to certify substances as safe 
based on testing without ani-
mals. Some of these methods 
have existed for a long time, 
while others are novel. In 2024, 
the NIH established a nearly 
$400 million innovation pro-
gram to develop, over the next 
ten years, new methodologies 
that promise to transform the 
way we understand biological 
processes and disease states.

Charles River Laborato-
ries, after seeing its stock 
price plummet, decided that it 
didn’t want to risk going the 
way of Kodak. The company 
announced its support for the 
FDA’s focus on alternatives 
and stated that it intended to 
be a leader in the transition.

Animal testing will not 
stop overnight.  Neverthe-
less, weare hopeful that over 
the next ten years,we will see 
a profound change in protect-
ing human safety and develop-
ingcures for the diseases that 
affl ict us, without infl icting 
suffering on animals.

Peter Singer is 
Professor in Medical 

Ethics at the Centre for 
Biomedical Ethics at the 

National University of 
Singapore, while Sankalpa 

Ghose, is a Ph.D. student 
and President’s Graduate 

Fellow in the Centre for 
Biomedical Ethics at the 

National University of 
Singapore.
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Stalled Promise

SPECTRUM CYBERCRIME

Digital arrest is a scam, not a law

Ballots, not seats

Sir, In the 2019 and 2024 Lok Sabha elections, India’s female voter 
turnout surpassed male voter turnout for the fi rst time in the coun-
try’s election history. The increasing participation of women is a 
notable development in Indian democracy. Such a trend appears 
to continue in the upcoming Assembly elections in Bihar too. The 
upward trend in female turnout in India is likely a result of several 
factors, operating, both at the individual and institutional level. The 
self-empowerment hypothesis posits that rising literacy levels and 
media exposure have increased awareness among women who, in 
turn, feel more empowered to exercise their franchise. The rise in the 
share of women voters represents a compelling shift; it is in opposi-
tion to the marginalisation of women from all levels of politics and 
economy in the country.  However, the euphoria over female voters 
surpassing male voters in India must be placed within a broader 
social context. But the sobering fact is that despite rising female 
voter participation, the number of female candidates fi elded by major 
political parties in the country, both in LS and assembly elections, 
sadly continue to remain low. .  

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI

Spirituality is indeed the 
master key of the Indian mind; 
the sense of the infi nitive is 
native to it 
 SRI AUROBINDO A PARADIGM SHIFT

ANIMAL TESTING

I n the fast growing digital 
world, cyber scams have 
become increasingly so-

phisticated, with one of the 
most alarming threats being 
digital arrest. Digital arrest 
scams are among the most 
manipulative forms of cyber-
crime, public face today. Dig-
ital arrest is one of the most 
dangerous cyber fraud trends 
today, not just because of the 
money people loose, but be-
cause of the deep psycholog-
ical trauma it leaves behind. 

Usually, a victim receive 
an unsolicited call or video 
call from someone posing as 
police offi cers, customs offi -
cials, or other government 
agency representatives and 
threaten with arrest, seized 
bank accounts, or passport 
cancellation. Victims are 
mostly accused of a serious 
offence, like money launder-
ing, cybercrime, or illegal in-
ternational transfers.  Victim 
is shown forged FIR copies, 
police IDs, or legal notices. 
Sometimes, deep fake vid-
eos or fake emails are used 
to add authenticity and say 
“We have orders to arrest 
you immediately unless you 
cooperate.”

Victims are often directed 
to switch to video calls via 
platforms like Whatsapp to 
make the interaction appear 
more legitimate. Scammers 
also create a convincing “po-
lice station” at the backdrop 
to gain trust of the victim. Vic-
tims are forced to stay on the 
video call and they are told not 
to consult anyone, or else the 
police will come to their door.

Let us remember that, there 
is no provision for digital ar-
rest under Indian criminal 
law.  Real law enforcement 
or government agencies do 
not conduct arrests over vid-
eo calls or demand immedi-
ate payments to avoid legal 
action. Such incidents are 
to be reported to the Cyber 
Crime cell through the nation-
al helpline 1930 or the www.
CyberCrime.gov.in portal. 
We can hang up the call and 
contact the legitimate author-
ities directly (e.g., your bank, 
police) using offi cial numbers 
to verify any claims. Fear of 
social stigma and reputation-
al harm keeps many from re-
porting these crimes, enabling 
scammers to continue their 
operations unhindered. It’s 
very diffi cult to catch those 

criminals. Hence, the number 
of cyber crimes is increasing 
day-by-day across the globe. 

Several instances have oc-
curred wherein people receive 
phone calls that appear to be 
from their bank. Always re-
member that information like 
password, PIN, TIN, etc., are 
strictly confi dential and are 
not known even to employ-
ees/service personnel of the 
bank. Do not provide your 
bank account details to emails 
offering a job or claiming that 
you have won a lottery. Avoid 
opening attachment of emails 
from unknown senders. Avoid 
accessing Internet banking 
accounts from cyber cafes or 
shared PCs. Keep your system 
up to date.

In response to the grow-
ing menace of cybercrime, 
the Indian government has 
ramped up efforts to combat 
digital fraud. The helpline 
number 1930 receives an av-
erage of 1,600 to 1,800 calls 
daily, a signifi cant rise from 
the previous year. Financial 
Cyber Fraud Reporting Sys-
tem was launched in 2021. 
This platform has success-
fully saved over `3431 Crore 
across 9.94 lakh complaints 

by allowing immediate re-
porting of fi nancial frauds. 
The number of registered 
cybercrime complaints has 
seen a steady increase from 
2022 to 2025. According to the 
Indian Cyber Crime Coordina-
tion Centre (I4C), in 2024, over 
92,323 cases of digital arrest 
scams were reported in India. 
The total fi nancial loss from 
these scams was estimated at 
`2,140.99 crore.

The government has also 
implemented awareness cam-
paigns through SMS, social me-
dia, Cyber Dost, SancharSathi 
portal and even digital displays 
in public spaces like metro 
stations and airports, promot-
ing cyber safety and security. 
Please stay alert and spread the 
word – ‘legitimate authorities 
will never ask for payments 
or sensitive details over the 
phone or online’. Trust your 
instincts, verify any claims, 
and report suspicious activ-
ities. The next time you or 
someone, you know gets a call 
claiming ‘immediate arrest,’ 
remember - digital arrest is a 
scam, not a law. 

The writer is 
a retired banker

Public funds were wasted on tests that 
caused immense harm to animals while 

failing to predict how humans would 
respond. Patients suffered and died because 

they were given drugs that worked on 
nonhuman animals, but not on them

FOR MORE 
THAN 80 YEARS, 

INDUSTRIAL 
SUPPLIERS 

PROFITED FROM 
BREEDING 

AND SELLING 
BILLIONS OF 

ANIMALS FOR 
RESEARCH 
PURPOSES

Today, India is 
not compared 

to China and 
the government 
has given up on 

comparisons, 
along with 

the rest of the 
world. Instead, 

we have 
found comfort 

in internal 
persecution, 
fi ghting the 

Pakistani 
army and the 
Bangladeshi 

refugee along 
the way

Peter Singer & 
Sankalpa Ghose

Aakar Patel

REAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 

AGENCIES DO 
NOT CONDUCT 
ARRESTS OVER 

VIDEO CALLS 
OR DEMAND 
IMMEDIATE 

PAYMENTS TO 
AVOID LEGAL 

ACTION

Gopabandhu 
Mohapatra

WISDOM CORNER

Die to everything of yesterday so that your mind is always 
fresh, always young, innocent, full of vigor and passion  
 JIDDU KRISHNAMURTI

To go to heaven, fully to enjoy God, is infi nitely better than 
the most pleasant accommodations here 
 JONATHAN EDWARDS

The fact that an opinion has been widely held is no evidence 
whatever that it is not utterly absurd
 BERTRAND RUSSELL

 

1901: President Theodore Roosevelt offi cially changed the name of the 
president's residence at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C. 
from Executive Mansion to the White House.

1968: Equatorial Guinea gained its independence from Spain.
1963: American basketball player Wilt Chamberlain, who was considered 
one of the greatest offensive players in the history of the game, died at 
age 63.

Pitiable utterings

Sir, There comes a time when every activity 
becomes a chore, becomes an effort. We are at 
the lighter side of life while commenting on 
contemporary issues.  We have had to play with 
the same set of characters but it has now ceased 
to be funny. We are no longer amused at the 
happenings in this world and with increasing 
intolerance and the need to pussy foot around 
issues, one is reluctant to push the envelope. 
The leader of the opposition is pitted against 
a versatile Narendra Modi who is tied up to 
foreign visits just to relax and just to put up 
a gloomy picture and that appears silly under 
the present circumstances. Let it be like that 
but the people do not believe the made up sto-
ries. It is time to pack up pitiable utterings 
once for all. 

Akhilesh Krishnan, VASHI, NAVI MUMBAI 

 FOCUS



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 11: The 
ban on fi recrackers in Del-
hi is not a new issue. As 
far back in 1961, concerns 
over pollution caused by 
crackers prompted a pro-
posal for a ban, though 
the government of India 
did not approve it, ac-
cording to offi cial records 
preserved by the Delhi Ar-
chives Department.

The proposal, dating 
back to January 1961, orig-
inated from the Deputy 
Ganj Committee -- one of 
the industrial market as-
sociations in Sadar Bazar, 
Delhi -- which wrote to the 
chief commissioner of 
Delhi, complaining about 
“noise pollution” caused 
by large-scale use of fi re-
works during festivals 
and other celebrations.

The letter was later for-
warded from the office of 
the chief commissioner, 
who was the executive 
head of the national capi-
tal functioning under the 
government of India, to 
the Ministry of Works, 
Housing and Supply for 

its consideration, records 
accessed by PTI showed. 

More than six decades 
later, the debate over ban 
on firecrackers continues. 

The Supreme Court 
Friday said a complete 
ban on bursting of fire-
crackers in Delhi-NCR 
is “neither practical nor 
ideal”, as such restric-
tions are often violated, 
so a balancing of equities 

is needed.
The observation, which 

hinted at relaxation of the 
ban, was made by a bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
B R Gavai and Justice K 
Vinod Chandran, which 
reserved its order on a 
batch of pleas seeking 
permission to manufac-
ture and sell "green" fire-
crackers in Delhi-NCR.

In 1961, Delhi's popula-

tion was just around 26 
lakh -- a fraction of the 
over two crore residents 
the city has now. Yet, 
noise pollution caused 
by firecrackers was a 
matter of public concern 
even then.

The Deputy Ganj Com-
mittee, in its letter, said 
the deafening noise from 
some high-decibel crack-
ers was causing distress 

to the residents, partic-
ularly those with heart 
ailments.

“During the course 
of fireworks display, it 
appears as if a complete 
warfare is going on out-
side, the association 
wrote, adding that the 
authorities seemed "im-
mune to the situation”.

The committee also 
suggested several mea-
sures to control the prob-
lem, including a com-
plete ban on high-decibel 
crackers, prohibition of 
fireworks after 10 pm, 
strict licensing for man-
ufacturing and sale of 
fireworks, and heavy 
penalties for violations. 

These recommenda-
tions were also part of 
the records maintained 
by the Delhi Archive de-
partment.

Responding to the pro-
posal, the secretary to 
the government of India 
in the Ministry of Works, 
Housing and Supply 
wrote to the chief com-
missioner of Delhi, say-
ing “a total ban was not 
considered necessary”.
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New Delhi, Oct 11: This 
Diwali, as the potters of 
Delhi's Kumhar Colony 
work late into the night 
shaping and painting diyas, 
the younger members of the 
community are adding an 
unexpected tool to the craft 
-- artifi cial intelligence (AI).

What began as curiosity 
has become a quiet exper-
iment in creativity, blend-
ing centuries-old traditions 
with the imagination of the 
digital age.

The prices of the diyas 
(earthen lamps) here range 
from one rupee to thou-
sands, depending on their 
size and other details. The 
small, simple ones are sold 
in bulk to local markets, 
while intricately-painted 
or customised lamps fetch 
higher prices from buyers 
seeking something unique.

This year, a few fami-
lies have seen a new kind 
of creativity among their 
younger members, who are 
experimenting with AI for 
colour and pattern ideas.

"We just use it to see 
which colours look nice 
together," said Yash, 19, a 
college student who helps 
his family after classes.

"Sometimes it comes up 

with very odd ideas, but 
sometimes it gives really 
good ones. We do not co-
py everything it says, we 
use our own touch, but it 
helps us think differently," 
Yash said. For younger pot-
ters, technology is a small 
but useful tool, especially 
when preparing for large 
orders and in search of 
fresh ideas.

"It is not like we let it 
decide everything. We just 
ask for ideas. The fi nal de-
sign still comes from our 
hands," Yash said.

For older artisans 
though, this new approach 
feels unfamiliar and un-
necessary. Banwari Lal, 
62, who has been making 
diyas since childhood, 
said he prefers to rely on 
traditional methods passed 

down through generations.
"Our families have been 

doing this since Shiva and 
Parvati were married," 
he said. "We learnt by 
watching our fathers and 
grandfathers. Now, these 
children learn from their 
phones. I do not know what 
they keep doing online all 
day, but if it helps them, 
maybe that is how things 
are now," Lal added.

Sitting nearby, Raghu-
nath, 58, who has worked 
with clay his whole life, 
said technology cannot re-
place skill or intuition.

"The diya listens to your 
hands, not to a machine," he 
said, adding, "Clay has its 
own life. You have to feel it 
to know when it is ready. No 
computer can teach that."

Still, some artisans be-

lieve that the younger 
generation's curiosity may 
bring long-term benefi ts to 
the craft.

Dheeraj, 54, who runs 
a small workshop in the 
colony, said AI has not 
made a big difference yet 
but can help attract more 
customers. "Right now, 
it is just something new 
they are playing with, but 
maybe in the future, it will 
help us reach new buyers. 
People like seeing different 
designs," he said.

Dheeraj believes that 
blending traditional skills 
with modern ideas can help 
the community survive in 
an increasingly-compet-
itive market. "There are 
so many ready-made, ma-
chine-made items in stores 
now. If we want to keep our 

handmade work alive, new 
ideas like this might help," 
he added.

This Diwali season has 
brought its own diffi culties. 
The unexpected early-Oc-
tober rain has damaged a 
large portion of the potters' 
ready stock.

"We have lost around 
20 per cent of our diyas," 
Dheeraj said. "We had kept 
them out to dry and did not 
expect any rain. It came 
suddenly and by morning, 
many of the diyas had gone 
soft. Once that happens, you 
cannot sell those. We had to 
throw away all the trays." 
The losses have been hard 
to recover from, especially 
with the festival so close.

"We earn most of our in-
come in this one month," 
said Banwari. "When the 
diyas get spoiled, we have to 
start again from the scratch. 
But there is no choice. We 
work till late at night to 
make up for it," he said. Even 
with the setbacks, the lanes 
of Kumhar Colony are busy 
and bright. Rows of diyas 
line the narrow pathways, 
glistening in the fading sun-
light. The rhythmic sound 
of clay wheels fi lls the air 
as the smell of drying earth 
mixes with paint and var-
nish. Children run between 
houses carrying trays of 
freshly-painted lamps, while 
elders sit nearby, shaping 
new ones for the next batch.

Watching his younger 
helpers at work, Banwari 
smiled faintly.

"Maybe, times are chang-
ing," he said. "We used to 
learn by looking at our 
elders. Now they learn by 
looking at screens. But if 
their hands stay in the clay, 
our tradition will survive."
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Kolkata, Oct 11: In a move 
to regulate the movement 
of e-rickshaws, known as 
totos in West Bengal, the 
state Transport depart-
ment has made vehicle 
registration mandatory.

A transport department 
statement said on Saturday 
that all e-rickshaws should 
have a digitised temporary 
toto enrollment number 
(TTEN) and the process 
must be completed by No-
vember 30.

The process for register-
ing under TTEN will start 
October 13.

A new portal will track 
registered e-rickshaws us-
ing QR codes, allowing the 
authorities to monitor ve-
hicle activity and prevent 
new illegal totos from op-
erating.

Transport Secretary 
Saumitra Mohan said the 
government is cracking 
down on unregistered and 
unsafe e-rickshaws, and 
district magistrates have 
been instructed to identify 

and remove unregistered 
battery-operated e-rick-
shaws manufactured by 
local garages.

“Many of these e-rick-
shaws don't abide by the 
Central Motor Vehicles, 
1989 guidelines and hence 
the district authorities 
will issue notice for seal-
ing those units which 
don't follow the prescribed 
guidelines in assembling 
such e-rickshaws. Only 
those units which have the 
license to assemble e-rick-
shaws following prescribed 
safety guidelines,” he said.

The e-rickshaws which 
have not been assembled 
following the prescribed 
prototype will not be al-
lowed to ply on state and 
national highways, the de-
partment said.

The local administration 
will prepare a list of e-rick-
shaws plying in the area, 
names of the owners and 
stipulate their designated 
routes.

The owners of unap-
proved e-rickshaws will be 
given two years to replace 

their existing vehicle.
Even those e-rickshaws 

sold by local fi rms having 
the approval of the deal-
ers' body, National Test-
ing Agency will not be al-
lowed without the nod of 
MV authorities and HSRP 
fi tment.

The owners of unreg-
istered e-rickshaws must 
pay a Rs 1,000 fee for a six-
month temporary authori-
sation number. A smaller 
fee of Rs 100 is required for 
subsequent renewals.

Another transport offi -
cial said there are over 10 
lakh e-rickshaws plying in 
the state.

“While the e-rickshaws, 
known as totos, perform a 
great role in local trans-
portation and source of 
livelihood for lakhs, often 
there are reports about 
such vehicles causing 
traffi c-snarl ups on high-
ways and raising issues 
of passenger safety. We felt 
the need to regulate their 
movement and bring them 
under a structured frame-
work,” he said.

Firecracker ban proposal dates back to 1961

Bengal makes e-rickshaw
registration mandatoryBETWEEN CLAY AND CODE

Delhi's potters craft new story of light with AI
For young potters, 

technology is a 
small but useful 
tool, especially 

when preparing for 
large orders and 
in search of fresh 
ideas. However, 

old potters prefer 
traditional method 

over AI
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New Delhi, Oct 11: The 
Delhi government is work-
ing on formulating a policy 
to promote the animation, 
visual effects, gaming and 
comics sector, with an aim 
to boost the city's creative 
economy and generate 
employment for youth, of-
fi cials said Saturday.

The plan, the offi cials 
said, is to fi nalise a draft of 
the policy by December and 
put it in public domain for 
feedback, and subsequent-
ly, the policy will come up 
before the Delhi cabinet for 
approval. 

Earlier this month, 
the Delhi government's 
tourism department part-
nered with streaming plat-
form Netfl ix for holding a 
screening of animated 
series 'Kurukshetra'. The 
government plans more 
such initiatives in the fu-
ture to boost the sector in 

the national capital.
 At the event, Delhi Tour-

ism minister Kapil Mishra 
said the government is 
working to position the city 
as a Global Content Hub in 
the AVCG (Animation, Vi-
sual Effects, Comics and 
Gaming) sector, guided by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's vision of 'Vikas bhi, 
Virasat bhi' (development 
along with heritage).

The government, ac-
cording to the offi cials, is 
studying policies adopted 

by states such as Maha-
rashtra to prepare a com-
prehensive roadmap suited 
to Delhi's ecosystem.

In September, the Maha-
rashtra cabinet cleared the 
new Animation, Visual Ef-
fects, Gaming, Comics and 
Extended Reality (AVGC-
XR) Policy 2025 with a road-
map till 2050, projecting the 
industry to create two lakh 
jobs and attract Rs 50,000 
crore investment over the 
next 20 years.

Under the policy, dedi-

cated AVGC-XR parks will 
be developed with world-
class infrastructure and 
special hubs will come up 
in various parts of the city, 
including Mumbai, Navi 
Mumbai, Pune, Satara and 
Nagpur.

Last year, the Union 
Cabinet had approved a 
proposal to set up the Na-
tional Centre of Excellence 
(NCoE) for Animation, 
Visual Effects, Gaming, 
Comics and Extended Re-
ality (AVGC-XR) on lines of 
the IITs and IIMs to anchor 
the animation ecosystem 
in the country. 

The centre, which will 
come up in Mumbai, will 
also have regional centres 
in other cities. 

“We plan to establish 
one of the regional cen-
tres under the NCoE here 
in Delhi. The government 
will approach the Centre 
at an opportune time,” the 
offi cial said.
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Kolkata, Oct 11: Darjeel-
ing tea planters hit by the 
recent landslides triggered 
by incessant rain in north 
Bengal are planning to seek 
the state government's as-
sistance for restoration of 
infrastructure and com-
munication within the es-
tates so that gardens can 
function smoothly and 
future production is not 
hampered, stakeholders 
said Friday.

At least 30-35 tea gardens 
in the hills have been af-
fected with reports of loss 
of plantation areas, deaths 
of workers, and damage to 
houses of labourers, they 
said.

The Darjeeling Tea Asso-
ciation (DTA), at a meeting 
Thursday, decided to seek 
the state government's sup-
port for restoration of infra-
structure and communica-
tion within the gardens, as 
heavy rains severely dam-
aged internal roads in the 

estates and washed away 
tea bushes, industry veter-
an and Chamong Tea chair-
man Ashok Lohia said.

“We have decided to 
make a representation to 
the state government for 
assistance for restoration 
of infrastructure, such as 
roads, drinking water and 
electricity, so that the gar-
dens can function smooth-
ly,” Darjeeling Tea Asso-
ciation principal adviser 
Sandip Mukherjee said.

For Darjeeling tea plant-
ers, the autumn crop, 
which is around 15-20 per 
cent of the annual produc-
tion in the hills, has been 
affected due to the wide-
spread devastation.

Last year, production of 
the aromatic tea fell below 
6 million kg.

“Around 200-250 hectares 
of tea bushes have been af-
fected in the gardens, re-
sulting in fi nancial stress to 
planters,” Mukherjee said.

Delhi to boost creative sector, generate jobs

RAIN FURY

DARJEELING TEA PLANTERS 
TO SEEK GOVT SUPPORT

BLAST FROM PAST

People visit stalls at a 'Diwali Mela' organised by the Blind Relief Association School, in New Delhi, Saturday  PTI PHOTO



Priority 
should be 
given to 

resolving the 
problems of 
women, children 
and the elderly

PINARAYI VIJAYAN | CHIEF MINISTER, KERALA

I had a 
fruitful 
discussion 

with walkers and 
citizens. Heard 
their grievances 
and suggestions. 
We have decided to allocate 
`10 crore for the development 
of Lalbagh. As part of that, we 
have decided to set up a gym to 
suit the elderly and women

DK SHIVAKUMAR | DEPUTY 
CHIEF MINISTER, KARNATAKA
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AYODHYA DEEPOTSAV
Nearly 28 lakh lamps will illuminate 56 
ghats along Saryu river in Ayodhya as 
part of the ninth edition of deepotsav 
in the city, according an offi cial state-
ment. For the fi rst time, Laxman Kila 
Ghat will join the festivities, making the 
celebration even grander. The ghat will 
be illuminated with over 1.25 lakh diyas

A house is not just a 
structure of four walls, 

it is the foundation of security, 
self-respect and happiness for 
every family. Balasaheb Thackeray 
always dreamed that every 
Mumbaikar, especially the poor 
and the working class, should 
have his own home. Today, 
that dream is taking shape
EKNATH SHINDE | DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER, MAHARASHTRA

Our goal is 
not just to 
save the 

industry but to 
take it to new 
heights. When 
one country 
imposes tariffs, we will open 
pathways to 10 new countries. 
This is the spirit of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat. We should not fear 
challenges but turn them into 
opportunities. The government 
is with you, and your future is 
bright

YOGI ADITYANATH | CHIEF 
MINISTER, UTTAR PRADESH

BSF trains 29 offi cers 
in drone warfare
Tekanpur (MP): A total of 29 
trainee offi cers, including two 
women, were commissioned 
into the Border Security 
Force (BSF) as assistant 
commandants Saturday 
following their graduation 
parade held here. The 
trainees were working as 
subordinate offi cials in the 
border force and cleared 
the Limited Departmental 
Competitive Examination 
(LDCE) to qualify for the 
offi cer rank. The about 
3-lakh personnel strong BSF 
is primarily tasked to guard 
the over 6,000-km-long 
Indian borders with Pakistan 
and Bangladesh apart from 
rendering a variety of duties 
in the internal security 
domain of the country. The 
trainees underwent a 28-week 
course in multiple combat and 
tactical streams, including a 
fi rst-ever module on drone 
warfare, following which 
they graduated from the BSF 
Offi cers’ Training Academy 
located in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Tekanpur.

2 held with heroin 
worth `7.5 crore
Jaipur: The Anti-Narcotics 
Task Force (ANTF) and 
Rajasthan Police, in a joint 
operation, have arrested 
two men and seized 1.492 
kg of heroin allegedly 
smuggled from Pakistan, 
offi cials said Saturday. The 
operation was conducted by 
Kesrisinghpur Police Station 
SHO Balwant Ram and 
his team near the railway 
crossing on Mirjewala 
Road Friday evening. The 
arrested accused have been 
identifi ed as Karanjot Singh, 
19, and Prabhdeep Singh, 
19, both residents of Punjab, 
offi cials said. According to 
a senior offi cer, the seized 
heroin is estimated to be 
worth around `7.5 crore in 
the international market. 
A case has been registered 
under the NDPS Act at 
Kesrisinghpur police station.

Central team inspects 
Sabarimala ropeway 
Pathanamthitta (Kerala): 
A central team has 
conducted inspections 
at Sannidhanam (temple 
complex), Marakkootam, 
and Pampa Hilltop in 
connection with the much-
awaited Sabarimala ropeway 
project, the TDB said. The 
team visited the proposed 
project areas Friday and 
Saturday as part of the fi nal 
approval process, the apex 
temple body managing the 
Sabarimala Lord Ayyappa 
Temple said in a statement. 

SHORT TAKES
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Chandigarh, Oct 11: The 
Haryana government Satur-
day shunted out Rohtak Su-
perintendent of Police Naren-
dra Bijarniya, one of the cops 
against whom IPS offi cer Y Pu-
ran Kumar’s wife was seeking 
action for allegedly abetting his 
suicide, even as the Opposition 
said that Kumar’s family is not 
getting justice.

In his fi rst comments in the 
sensational case that involves 
allegations of caste-based dis-
crimination against the de-
ceased offi cer, Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini said whoev-
er is found guilty in the probe 
will face action irrespective of 
their position and asked the 
Opposition not to politicise it.

Chandigarh DGP Sagar 
Preet Hooda, who visited the 
residence of Puran Kumar, 
said his family members have 
refused to give their consent for 
the post-mortem due to some 
grievances and discussion are 
underway to resolve them.

As the controversy deepened, 
several offi cials and ministers 
from Haryana and politicians 
from various states met Ku-
mar’s wife, IAS offi cer Amneet 
P Kumar, Saturday.

In a ‘fi nal note’ purported-
ly left behind by Kumar (52), 

a 2001-batch Indian Police 
Service (IPS) offi cer, after he 
allegedly shot himself dead 
at his residence Tuesday, he 
had accused eight senior cops, 
including Bijarniya and Hary-
ana DGP Shatrujeet Kapur, of 
“blatant caste-based discrimi-
nation, targeted mental harass-
ment, public humiliation and 
atrocities”.

In a brief offi cial order issued 
Saturday, IPS offi cer Surinder 
Singh Bhoria was appointed as 
the new Rohtak SP. It said the 
posting order of Bijarniya will 
be issued separately. There was 

no mention of Puran Kumar’s 
death case.

Meanwhile, Kumar’s family 
objected to shifting the body of 
the IPS offi cer from the Govern-
ment Multi-Speciality Hospital 
in Sector 16 here to the Post 
Graduate Institute of Medi-
cal Education and Research 
(PGIMER) Saturday, “without 
their knowledge”.

Speaking to reporters here, 
Amit Rattan, the Punjab AAP 
MLA from Bathinda Rural 
and brother-in-law of the de-
ceased, said, “They have shift-
ed the body without asking us. 

Injustice is being done to us. 
Five days have passed since a 
DGP-level offi cer died, but we 
have not got justice yet.” Rattan 
is the brother of the Kumar’s 
wife.

Mukesh Kumar, a member 
of Dalit body Valmiki Army, 
said the Chandigarh admin-
istration took the body to the 
PGIMER without the consent 
of the family.

Unless justice is delivered to 
the family and action is taken 
in the matter, post-mortem and 
cremation will not be allowed, 
said Kumar, who is a member 
of a 31-member committee 
formed by the outfi t to ensure 
that the family's demands and 
concerns are addressed by au-
thorities.

Another representative of the 
committee told reporters here 
that DGP Haryana Kapur and 
outgoing Rohtak SP Narendra 
Bijarniya should be terminated 
from service and arrested.

Prominent leaders who met 
the IPS offi cer's wife includ-
ed Congress leaders Randeep 
Singh Surjewala, Deepender 
Hooda and Charanjit Singh 
Channi and AAP leader Man-
ish Sisodia.

The Congress leader said if 
justice cannot be ensured in 
the case of a senior IPS offi cer, 
what would be the fate of a com-
mon man.

Channi attacked the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and said justice must be given 
to his family.

HARYANA IPS 
OFFICER’S ‘SUICIDE’ Rohtak SP transferred

As the controversy deepened, several offi cials 
and ministers from Haryana and politicians 
from various states met Kumar’s wife, IAS 

offi cer Amneet P Kumar, Saturday

Family refuses consent 
for post-mortem; 
Oppn slams govt
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New Delhi, Oct 11: The US 
“values” its relationship with 
India, US Ambassador-desig-
nate Sergio Gor said Saturday 
after holding talks with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi that 
focused on cooperation in ar-
eas of defence, trade and critical 
minerals.

Gor landed in New Delhi this 
morning on a six-day visit that 
came amid continuing strains 
in the bilateral relations over 
Washington’s imposition of 
50 per cent tariffs on Indian 
exports and a host of other 
measures taken by the Trump 
administration that hit Indian 
interests. The Ambassador-des-
ignate held talks with External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, 
National Security Advisor Ajit 
Doval and Foreign Secretary 
Vikram Misri before meeting 

PM Modi.
In a post on “X”, Modi said he 

was “glad” to receive Gor.
“I’m confi dent that his tenure 

will further strengthen the In-
dia-US Comprehensive Global 
Strategic Partnership,” the 
prime minister said.

Gor said his meeting with 
Modi focused on defence, 
trade, technology and critical 
minerals, adding President 
Donald Trump considers Modi 
as a great leader and personal 
friend. “We had a great series 
of meetings including with 
Foreign Secretary Misri, with 
external affairs minister Jais-
hankar and National Security 
Advisor Doval,” Got told PTI 
and two other media outlets.

“We just fi nished an incredi-
ble meeting with Prime Minis-
ter Modi where we discussed bi-
lateral issues including defence, 
trade and technology,” he said

“We also discussed the impor-
tance of critical minerals and 
the importance of that to both 

our nations,” Gor added.
The discussion between the 

two sides on critical miner-

als assumes signifi cance as it 
comes against the backdrop of 
China putting export restric-
tions on them.

“The US values its relation-
ship with India and under the 
strong leadership of President 
Donald J Trump and Prime 
Minister Modi, I am optimistic 
about the days ahead for both of 
our nations,” Gor said.

“President Trump consid-
ers Modi a great and personal 

friend. In fact, just before I left 
for New Delhi, they had an 
incredible phone call. That is 
something that will continue 
over the weeks and months 
ahead,” Gor said.

The US ambassador-designate 
said he was confi dent that the 
India-US relationship would 
continue to grow. “It’s an hon-
our to serve as President Donald 
Trump’s ambassador to India 
and I look forward to this very 
important relationship. And (it 
will) continue to grow and deep-
en,” he said. Gor, accompanied 
by Deputy Secretary for Man-
agement and Resources Michael 
J Rigas, is visiting New Delhi, 
days after his appointment as 
the US envoy to India was con-
fi rmed by the Senate. Following 
his meeting with Gor, Jaishan-
kar said the discussions focused 
on the India-US relationship 
and its global signifi cance.
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Bhopal, Oct 11: Madhya 
Pradesh Congress chief Jitu 
Patwari Saturday alleged that 
the state government’s negli-
gence led to the deaths of more 
than 20 children following con-
sumption of a “toxic” cough 
syrup, and sought the resigna-
tion of the health minister and 
a CBI probe into the fatalities.

Calling it an offence of culpa-
ble homicide, he also demanded 
that a case be registered against 
the drug controller, and the 
Principal Secretary of the state 
health department be re-
moved from the post.

At least 22 chil-
dren from Mad-
hya Pradesh, 
mostly from 
Chhindwara, 
have died 
so far due 
to suspected 
renal failure 
linked to the 
consumption of 
Coldrif cough syr-
up manufactured at 
Kancheepuram in Tamil Nadu. 
Some other children are cur-
rently undergoing treatment at 
the hospitals in Maharashtra’s 
Nagpur.

G Ranganathan, the owner of 
Sresan Pharma, the company 
that manufactured Coldrif, has 
been arrested.

Talking to reporters, Pat-
wari claimed, “Over the past 
three months, more than 150 
children’s deaths have been re-
corded in different districts of 
the state. They were not caused 
by any disease but were gov-
ernment-sponsored killings.”

“The laboratory in Nagpur 
had sent a report to the MP 
health department Septem-
ber 19, clearly stating that the 
deaths were caused by contam-
inated medicine and not due to 
any illness. But despite that, 

the health minister did not act 
on the report and continued to 
participate in festive events,” 
he alleged.

Many children from Chhind-
wara were rushed to hospitals 
in Nagpur, about 150 km from 
Nagpur for advance health 
care where they died of renal 
failure.

“More than 25 children have 
died after consuming toxic 
Coldrif cough syrup. The fi rst 
death occurred on September 
3, but even after eight children 
had died, no post-mortem pro-
cedures were conducted and no 

departmental meetings 
were held,” accord-

ing to the Con-
gress leader.

“We demand 
that the health 
minister re-
signs immedi-
ately and the 
Principal Sec-

retary (Health) 
be removed. An 

FIR should also be 
registered against 

the drug controller and 
a Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) probe be ordered. 
These deaths occurred not due 
to any illness but it is an act of 
culpable homicide,” Patwari 
said.

The state health ministry is 
currently handled by MP Dep-
uty Chief Minister Rajendra 
Shukla.

Patwari said his party would 
observe a one-day fast and hold 
demonstrations outside chil-
dren’s hospitals in all districts 
to demand accountability from 
the government.

“This is not merely a polit-
ical issue but a matter of our 
children’s lives. People must 
raise their voice and question 
the government. Use social 
media and every available plat-
form to wake it up,” Patwari 
appealed to the citizens.
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New Delhi, Oct 11: The En-
forcement Directorate (ED) has 
arrested the CFO of industri-
alist Anil Ambani’s group 
company Reliance Power in a 
money laundering case linked 
to issuance of an alleged fake 
bank guarantee of `68 crore, 
offi cial sources said Saturday.

The CFO, Ashok Pal, was 
taken into custody Friday 
night under the provisions 

of the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) after 
he was questioned by the agen-
cy, they said.

He was produced before a 
magistrate Saturday and sent 
to two days of ED custody. The 
agency will produce him before 
a special PMLA court October 
13 after the expiry of the remand 
period, according to the sources.

The case pertains to a bank 
guarantee of `68.2 crore sub-
mitted to the Solar Energy 

Corporation of India Limited 
(SECI) on behalf of Reliance 
NU BESS Limited, a subsidi-
ary of Reliance Power, a listed 
company, which was found to 

be “fake”.
The company was formerly 

known as Maharashtra Energy 
Generation Limited.

The accused company, 

which allegedly operated a 
racket for providing “fake” 
bank guarantees for business 
groups, was identifi ed by the 
ED as Odisha-based Biswal 
Tradelink.

As part of the investigation, 
the ED carried out searches 
against the company and its 
promoters in August and ar-
rested its Managing Director, 
Partha Sarathi Biswal.

The ED sources said Pal 
played a “crucial” role in the 

“diversion” of funds as he and 
some others were empowered 
by the company board to fi nal-
ise, approve and sign all docu-
ments for the SECI’s BESS ten-
der and use Reliance Power’s 
fi nancial capability for the bid.

The probe found that the 
company submitted a bank 
guarantee from the FirstRand 
Bank located in Manila, Phil-
ippines, but the said bank does 
not have a branch in that coun-
try, the sources said.

COUGH SYRUP DEATHS

Cong seeks CBI probe

Gor said his meeting with Modi focused on defence, trade, technology and critical minerals, adding President Donald Trump considers Modi as a great leader and personal friend

US values relationship with India: Envoy Gor after meeting Modi
The discussion 
between US and India 
on critical minerals 
assumes signifi cance 
as it comes against 
the backdrop of 
China putting export 
restrictions on them

G 
Ranganathan, 

the owner of Sresan 
Pharma, the company 

that manufactured 
Coldrif, has been 

arrested

PMLA CASE

ED ARRESTS RELIANCE POWER CFO

Police detain a Youth Congress activist during a demonstration opposing Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, in Kochi, 
Kerala, Saturday  PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Raebareli (UP), Oct 11: Ut-
tar Pradesh ministers Rakesh 
Sachan and Asim Arun Sat-
urday visited the family of 
Hariom Valmiki, a Dalit man 
allegedly lynched in Raebareli's 
Unchahar area October 2 after 
being mistaken for a thief, offi -
cials said.

The ministers assured strict 
action against the accused and 
reiterated the government’s 
commitment to ensuring jus-
tice for the deceased man’s 
family.

Rakesh Sachan, who serves 
as the Minister of MSME in the 
state cabinet, emphasised that 
the government is taking the 
incident “very seriously.”

Sachan, who visited Raeba-
reili earlier October 3, said he 
instructed offi cials to take the 
strictest possible action against 
those responsible.

“This is a grave matter. So far, 
action has been taken against 
12 individuals, and those iden-
tifi ed will not escape justice. 
The government stands fi rmly 
with the victim’s family,” he 
stated. Sachan announced that 
the family would receive fi nan-
cial assistance: Hariom’s wife, 
Pinky, and her father-in-law 
will each receive ̀ 6.92 lakh. Ad-
ditionally, Pinky will receive a 
monthly pension of `5,000, and 
the couple's daughter will re-
ceive `2,500 per month as aid.

UP ministers visit 
kin of Dalit man 
lynched in Raebareili
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KARUR STAMPEDE: SC TO 
PRONOUNCE ORDER OCT 13 
The Supreme Court is scheduled to pro-
nounce its order October 13 on a batch of 
pleas seeking an independent investigation 
into the Karur stampede incident in which 
41 people lost their lives. A bench of Jus-
tices J K Maheshwari and N V Anjaria will 
pronounce the verdict on the pleas

For decades, a manipulat-
ed narrative was propa-

gated here in Jammu and Kash-
mir. Writers and media fi gures 
grudgingly admit that, out of fear 
of terrorists and their ecosystem, 
they were forced to promote 
the narrative being pushed from 
across the border in the Valley
MANOJ SINHA | LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Fishermen protest 
over arrest by SL Navy
Rameswaram (Tamil Nadu): 
Fishermen hailing from the 
district Saturday observed a 
token strike condemning the 
arrest of 47 fi shermen and 
seizure of boats by the Sri 
Lankan Navy. The development 
comes in the wake of the Tamil 
Nadu government seeking the 
intervention of the Centre for 
the release of the fi shermen. 
“Yes, they observed a token 
strike near the Harbour,” an 
offi cial of Rameswaram Town 
Police Station told PTI. Chief 
Minister MK Stalin, October 9, 
urged External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar to expeditiously 
secure the release of 47 
fi shermen apprehended by 
the Navy of the Island Nation. 
As of October 9, a total of 242 
fi shing boats and 74 fi shermen 
from Tamil Nadu remain in 
Sri Lankan custody, the chief 
minister had said in the letter.

Greens urge Maha to 
save fl amingo lake
Thane: Environmental groups 
have urged Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
not to entertain city planner 
CIDCO’s proposal to revoke the 
conservation reserve status 
of the DPS fl amingo lake, a 
crucial habitat for migratory 
birds in Navi Mumbai. 
NatConnect Foundation 
appealed to the government 
to save the fl amingo abode 
and protect the city’s fragile 
biodiversity from being 
destroyed in the name of 
development. The Foundation 
claimed that CIDCO, at its 
board of directors meeting 
April 30, passed a resolution 
authorising its managing 
director to take up the issue 
with the government and has 
since expedited its efforts to 
get the lake “de-reserved.”

Paper leak: U’khand 
cancels examination
Dehradun: The Uttarakhand 
Subordinate Services Selection 
Commission (UKSSSC) 
Saturday cancelled a 
graduate-level recruitment 
examination, the question 
paper of which was allegedly 
leaked, officials said. The 
examination will again be 
held within three months, 
they said, adding that the 
date will be announced 
soon. “The graduate-level 
examination held September 
21 for recruitment to various 
government departments 
in the state has been 
cancelled,” UKSSC Chairman 
GS Martolia said. During the 
examination, three pages 
of the question paper were 
allegedly leaked from a 
centre in Haridwar, causing a 
stir across the state.

After we left, 
the new gov-
ernment an-

nounced in March 
that teachers' re-
cruitment for 1.27 
lakh posts under 
TRE-4 would soon take place, but 
now they have suddenly reduced 
it by 1 lakh posts. Everyone knows 
the CM's record of fl ip-fl opping 
and backtracking on promises. 
When, who, and how someone 
made him say or write something, 
he doesn't even know it

TEJASHWI YADAV | RJD LEADER

AI, digiti-
sation and 
technology 

can empower 
every Indian and 
turn imagination 
into reality

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | CM, MAHARASHTRA

On #Inter-
nationalDay-
OfTheGirl, 

we renew our 
steadfast resolve 
to ensure every girl 
has equal access 
to education, opportunities, and 
a safe, supportive environment to 
learn, grow, and lead 
with confi dence -- because 
every girl is special

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | CM, ASSAM

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Oct 11: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi Sat-
urday launched two major 
agricultural schemes with an 
outlay of `35,440 crore to boost 
pulses production and improve 
the farm sector growth in 100 
low-performing districts, as he 
exhorted farmers to reduce the 
country’s import dependence 
and increase exports.

Modi, in a special event at the 
Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute (IARI) Pusa campus 
here, launched a `24,000-crore 
‘Pradhan Mantri Dhan Dhaan-
ya Krishi Yojana’ (PM-DDKY) 

and a `11,440-crore ‘Mission for 
Aatmanirbharta in Pulses’.

He also inaugurated projects 
valued at over `5,450 crore in 
agriculture, animal husbandry, 
fi sheries, and food processing 
sectors, and laid foundation 
stone for additional projects 
worth around `815 crore.

During his 30-minute ad-
dress, Modi attacked the Con-
gress governments for not hav-
ing any vision and strategy for 
the growth of the agriculture 
and allied sectors, which weak-
ened the farm ecosystem.

Talking about the two new 
big schemes, the Prime Minis-
ter said that the Centre would 

invest over `35,000 crore in 
PM-DDKY and pulses mission, 
which he said would change 

the “fate of crores of farmers”.
The two schemes, already 

approved by the Cabinet, will 

be implemented from the up-
coming rabi (winter) season 
till 2030-31.

Modi underscored that farm-
ers have a critical role to play 
in realising the vision of a de-
veloped India (Viksit Bharat) 
by 2047.

“You (farmers) have made 
India self-reliant in foodgrains 
post-Independence. Now, you 
have a crucial role in mak-
ing India a developed nation 
(Viksit Bharat). On one hand, 
we have to become self-reliant 
(in food), while on the other 
hand we should produce for 
the global market. Friends, 
we need to knock the doors 

of the international market,” 
Modi said, urging farmers to 
focus on crops that have global 
demand.

“We have to reduce our im-
ports and we should not fall be-
hind in increasing exports,” he 
said, adding that the two new 
schemes will play a major 
role in achieving these twin 
objectives.

Modi urged farmers to di-
versify beyond wheat and rice, 
focusing on pulses to ensure 
protein security. Despite be-
ing the world’s largest pulses 
producer and consumer, India 
still depends on imports, he 
pointed out.

PM launches 2 agri schemes with over `35k cr outlay
Modi attacked the Congress governments for not having any vision and strategy for the growth of the agriculture and allied sectors, which weakened the farm ecosystem

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 11: Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) BR Gavai Sat-
urday fl agged the vulnerability 
of a girl child in the digital era 
due to online harassment, cy-
berbullying and digital stalking 
as well as the misuse of person-
al data and deepfake imagery, 
and called for the enactment of 
specialised statutes and train-
ing of law enforcers and deci-
sion makers.

The CJI voiced his concern 
while speaking at the national 
annual stakeholders consul-
tation on “Safeguarding the 
Girl Child: Towards a Safer 
and Enabling Environment 
for Her in India”, organised 
under the aegis of the Juvenile 
Justice Committee (JJC) of the 
Supreme Court, in association 
with UNICEF, India.

He said despite constitution-
al and legal guarantees, many 
girls across the country contin-
ue to be tragically denied their 
fundamental rights and even 
basic necessities for survival 
and this vulnerability expos-
es them to disproportionately 
high risks of sexual abuse, ex-
ploitation and harmful practic-
es, such as female genital mu-
tilation, malnutrition, sex-se-

lective abortions, traffi cking 
and child marriage against 
their will.

“To secure her safety is not 
merely to protect her body, but 
to free her spirit. To create a 
society where she can hold her 
head high in dignity and where 
her aspirations are nourished 
by education and equality.... We 
must confront and overcome 
the deep-rooted patriarchal 
customs that continue to deny 
girls their rightful place,” the 
CJI said.

Recalling Rabindranath Tag-
ore’s poem, “Where the Mind 
is Without Fear”, Justice Ga-
vai said it captures the very 
essence of what is sought to be 
achieved in safeguarding the 
girl child.

“That vision remains incom-
plete so long as any girl in our 
country lives in fear -- fear of vi-
olence, of discrimination, or of 
being denied the chance to learn 
and to dream,” he said, adding 
that only when every girl child 
grows in an environment of 
freedom and respect can it be 
said with conviction that the 
country has awakened into that 
“heaven of freedom” of which 
Tagore so beautifully spoke.

Calling for a deeper examina-
tion of the social, economic and 
cultural barriers that continue 
to impede girls’ lives, the CJI, 

in the presence of Union Min-
ister for Women and Child De-
velopment Annpurna Devi and 
Cynthia McCaffrey, the country 
representative for UNICEF-In-
dia, said the threats faced by 
young girls are no longer con-
fi ned to physical spaces, they 
extend into the vast and often 
unregulated digital world.

“Furthermore, in today’s 
technological era, where inno-
vation defi nes progress, it is im-
portant to recognise that tech-
nology, though empowering, 
also brings new vulnerabilities, 
especially for the girl child,” he 
said, adding, “From online ha-
rassment, cyberbullying and 
digital stalking to the misuse 
of personal data and deepfake 
imagery, the challenges have 
evolved in both scale and so-
phistication.”

Emphasising the need for 
specialised training, the CJI 
said institutions, policy frame-
works and enforcement author-
ities must, therefore, be attuned 
to the realities of the times.

“Training programmes for 
police offi cers, educators health 
professionals and local admin-
istrators should consequently 
incorporate a sensitive ap-
proach, equipping them to re-
spond with empathy, nuance 
and contextual understanding,” 
he said.

Girl child vulnerable 
in digital era: CJI Gavai

Emphasising the 
need for specialised 
training, the CJI said 
institutions, policy 

frameworks and 
enforcement 

authorities must, 
therefore, be 

attuned to 
the realities 
of the times
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Patna, Oct 11: The Jan 
Suraaj Party continued to 
steal a march, ahead of As-
sembly polls, over the ruling 
NDA and the main Opposition 
INDIA bloc, with its founder 
Prashant Kishor Saturday 
launching election campaign 
from Raghopur, the home turf 
of RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav.

Senior BJP’s leaders of the 
state, including president Dil-
ip Jaiswal and former provin-
cial chiefs Samrat Choudhary 
and Mangal Pandey, were 
camping in Delhi, holding 
meetings with top leaders as 
well as alliance partners.

Jaiswal told reporters in the 
national capital, “It is unfor-
tunate that the social media 
is replete with imaginary 
seat-sharing figures. Our ally 
Upendra Kushwaha has come 
out with an anguished tweet. 
Let all be informed that talks 
are still on and an announce-
ment is likely by tomorrow”.

Kushwaha, a Rajya Sabha 
MP who heads the Rashtriya 
Lok Morcha, had respond-
ed to reports in a section of 
the media that his party has 
been asked to settle for a sin-
gle-digit share of seats of the 
243-strong Assembly.

The reports also suggest 
that the JD(U), headed by 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, 
and the BJP, will contest al-
most an equal number of 
seats, in the range of 101-102, 
while about 30 will be given 

to Union minister Chirag Pas-
wan’s Lok Janshakti Party 
(Ram Vilas).

Another NDA partner Jitan 
Ram Manjhi, who has been 
pressing for “at least 15 seats” 
for his Hindustani Awam Mor-
cha, is said to have been asked 
to settle for seven or eight.

Jaiswal was also asked 
whether the “announcement” 
would be made in Delhi itself 
or in Patna.

He replied, “We will dis-
cuss with our allies. Many 
leaders are away in their 
constituencies. We will de-
cide on the venue once we 
get an idea where most of the 
leaders, whose presence will 
be required, could be easily 
available”.

Late in the evening, JD(U) 
working president Sanjay Ku-
mar Jha, who spent the day 
here re-inducting a former 
party MP and, thereafter, 
holding deliberations with the 
chief minister, left for Delhi.

Talking to reporters be-
fore boarding his flight, Jha 
mocked Yadav’s promise of 
“government job to one mem-
ber of every household”, and 
wondered whether “any econ-
omist across the world” would 
approve of such a scheme.

Jha also alleged that the 
promise smacked of “des-
peration on part of the RJD-
helmed opposition which was 
outperformed by the NDA in 
Lok Sabha polls last year and, 
again, in assembly by-polls a 
few months later.”

NDA, INDIA work 
on seat-sharing 

PK launches campaign from Tejashwi’s seat
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Chennai, Oct 11: A crack in 
the windshield of an aircraft be-
longing to the largest domestic 
airliner, IndiGo, carrying 76 
passengers from Madurai was 
detected by the pilot ahead of 
its landing at the airport here 
Saturday, authorities said.

The pilot noticed the crack 
in the front glass and informed 
the Air Traffi c Controller at the 
airport here.

On receipt of the informa-
tion, arrangements were made 
at the airport and the plane 
landed safely, they said.

The aircraft was taken to a 
separate bay (Bay No 95) for 
parking and passengers later 
safely disembarked. Current-
ly, arrangements are being 
made to replace the windshield, 
they said.

The cause of the incident is 
not yet known, they said.

Due to the incident, the fl ight’s 
return journey to Madurai has 
been cancelled, they added.

Meanwhile, IndiGo in a state-
ment to PTI did not mention the 
cracks in the windshield and 
only said the aircraft had been 
grounded for “maintenance re-
quirement”.

“A maintenance requirement 
was noticed on IndiGo fl ight 6E 
7253, operating from Madurai to 
Chennai on October 10, 2025, be-
fore landing at its destination”, 
an IndiGo spokesperson said.

“Following standard oper-
ating procedures, the aircraft 
landed safely in Chennai and 
will resume operations only af-
ter necessary checks and clear-
ances,” the statement added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 11: Opposi-
tion parties are deliberating on 
sending a delegation to Ladakh, 
where violence during a protest 
last month for statehood and 
tribal status under the Sixth 
Schedule of the Constitution 
left four people dead and sev-
eral injured.

Sources in several Oppo-
sition parties confi rmed that 
there have been informal dis-
cussions regarding sending a 
group of leaders to the Union 
Territory towards the end of 
October. Parties like the Con-
gress, the CPI(M), the Aam Aad-
mi Party, the Samajwadi Par-
ty, and the Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha have held talks on the 
proposal, they said.

An AAP leader acknowl-
edged that deliberations have 
been held, but asserted that no 
fi nal decision has been taken 
yet. Sources in the CPI(M) and 
the Samajwadi Party also con-
fi rmed that the proposal is un-
der consideration. A senior op-
position leader said the matter 
is being discussed “seriously”.

Leh was rocked by wide-
spread violence September 
24 during an agitation spear-
headed by LAB and Kargil 
Democratic Alliance (KDA) 
for statehood and extension of 
Sixth Schedule safeguards

Opposition leaders have been 
vocal in condemning the deaths 
during the protest and the sub-
sequent arrest of climate ac-
tivist Sonam Wangchuk under 
the stringent National Security 
Act (NSA).

They have also supported the 
demand of the Apex Body Leh 
and the Kargil Democratic Alli-
ance for a judicial enquiry into 
the fi ring incident.

The home ministry has ac-
cused Wangchuk, who was 
leading a hunger strike in Leh 
at the time, of “instigating” the 
protesters. Wangchuk called 
off his hunger strike after 
the incidents of violence. He 
was detained under the NSA 
September 26.

Oppn parties mull 
sending delegation 
to Ladakh

Windshield of aircraft cracks 
ahead of landing in Chennai

Medical students participate in a walkathon to raise awareness on World Hospice and Palliative Care Day, organised by Kidwai Memorial Institute of 
Oncology at Lalbagh Botanical Garden, in Banglore, Karnataka, Saturday                       PTI PHOTO
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LIGHT RETURNS TO KYIV 

Power was restored to over 
800,000 residents in Kyiv Saturday 
a day after major attacks by Russia 
on the Ukrainian power grid caused 
blackouts across much of the 
country

A ceasefi re alone is 
not enough. Yes, it 

stops the killing and injur-
ing of children, hopefully, 
but it also needs to ensure 
a surge of humanitarian aid 
that begins to address the 
tremendous damage that 
has been done over the 
past two years
TESS INGRAM | SPOKESPERSON, UNICEF 

UK, US, NATO jets fl y 
near Russian border
London: Britain said Saturday 
that two Royal Air Force 
aircraft fl ew a 12-hour mission 
earlier this week alongside 
US and NATO forces to patrol 
the border of Russia, amid a 
series of recent Russian drone 
and aircraft incursions into 
NATO airspace. "This was a 
substantial joint mission with 
our U.S. and NATO allies," 
defence minister John Healey 
said. "Not only does this 
provide valuable intelligence 
to boost the operational 
awareness of our Armed 
Forces, but sends a powerful 
message of NATO unity to 
(Russian President Vladimir) 
Putin and our adversaries," 
Healey added. An RC-135 Rivet 
Joint electronic surveillance 
aircraft and a P-8A Poseidon 
maritime patrol plane fl ew 
from the Arctic region past 
Belarus and Ukraine Thursday, 
supported by a US Air Force 
KC-135 refuelling aircraft.

At least 60 killed in 
attack on Sudan
Cairo: Drone and artillery 
strikes by the paramilitary 
Rapid Support Forces on a 
shelter in the Sudanese city 
of Al Fashir killed at least 
60 people Friday night and 
Saturday morning, according 
to local activists. Al-Fashir is 
under siege by the RSF as it 
struggles to wrest control of 
the army's last stronghold in 
the Darfur region. The siege 
has spread hunger and disease 
in the city and relentless drone 
and artillery strikes have 
hit displacement shelters, 
mosques, and hospitals and 
clinics. "Bodies remain under 
the rubble, and others were 
burned alive inside the shelter 
caravans, children, women, 
and elderly killed in cold 
blood, the al-Fashir Resistance 
Committees said in a 
statement earlier on Saturday. 

Unrest continues in 
Pak; police kill 11 
Lahore: Radical Islamist party 
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan 
(TLP) Saturday claimed that 
police shot dead 11 of its 
supporters as they attempted 
to march towards Islamabad 
to stage a demonstration 
outside the US embassy 
against Israel's military 
actions in Gaza. Authorities 
in Punjab, however, said that 
at least 40 policemen were 
injured in clashes with the 
TLP that began two days 
ago amid the group's call for 
anti-Israel demonstrations. A 
senior police offi cer told PTI 
that violent confrontations 
broke out on Saturday when 
10,000 to 15,000 TLP workers, 
who had camped overnight 
at Azadi Chowk in Lahore, 
resumed their march towards 
Islamabad in the morning.

It's incumbent 
on all of us as 
Singaporeans 

to continue the 
work, so that our 
next generations 
can continue to in-
herit a Singapore that has this kind 
of religious and racial harmony

K SHANMUGAM | SINGAPORE MINISTER

The Treasury 
Department 
is degrading 

Iran's cash fl ow by 
dismantling key 
elements of Iran's 
energy export 
machine

SCOTT BESSENT | SECRETARY OF 
THE TREASURY, US

The bellig-
erent action 
and rhetoric 

of the US govern-
ment objectively 
point to the fact 
that we are facing 
a situation in which it is rational 
to anticipate that in the very short 
term, an armed attack is to be 
perpetrated against Venezuela

SAMUEL MONCADA | UN AMBASSADOR, 
VENEZUELA

SHORT TAKES
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Washington, Oct 11: Pres-
ident Donald Trump said 
Friday that he's placing an 
additional 100 per cent tax on 
Chinese imports starting on 
Nov 1 or sooner, potentially 
escalating tariff rates close 
to levels that in April fanned 
fears of a steep recession and 
fi nancial market chaos.

The president said he is im-
posing these new tariffs be-
cause of export controls placed 
on rare earths by China.

Trump said on Truth Social 
that “starting November 1st, 
2025 (or sooner, depending on 
any further actions or chang-
es taken by China), the United 
States of America will impose 
a Tariff of 100% on China, over 
and above any Tariff that they 
are currently paying.”

Trump said Friday that 
“there seems to be no reason” 
to meet with Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping as part of an upcoming 
trip to South Korea and threat-
ened additional tariffs after 
China restricted exports of 
rare earths needed for Ameri-
can industry.

The Republican president 
suggested that he was look-
ing at a “massive increase” 
of import taxes on Chinese 
products in response to Xi's 
moves. It's possible that this 
could amount to either pos-
turing by the United States for 
eventual negotiations or a re-
taliatory step that could foster 
new fears about the stability of 
the global economy.

“One of the Policies that we 
are calculating at this moment 
is a massive increase of Tariffs 
on Chinese products coming 
into the United States of Amer-
ica,” Trump posted on his 

Truth Social platform. “There 
are many other countermea-
sures that are, likewise, under 
serious consideration.”

The United States and China 
have been jostling for advan-
tage in trade talks, after the 
import taxes announced ear-
lier this year triggered a trade 
war between the world's two 
largest economies. Both na-
tions agreed to ratchet down 
tariffs after negotiations in 
Switzerland and the United 
Kingdom, yet tensions remain 
as China has continued to re-

strict America's access to the 
diffi cult-to-mine rare earths 
needed for a wide array of US 
technologies.

Trump did not formally 
cancel the meeting with Xi, 
so much as indicating that it 
might not happen as part of a 
trip at the end of the month in 
Asia. The trip was scheduled 
to include a stop in Malaysia, 
which is hosting the Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian Na-
tions summit; a stop in Japan; 
and a visit to South Korea, 
where he was slated to meet 
with Xi ahead of the Asia-Pa-
cifi c Economic Cooperation 
summit.

Trump's threat shattered 
a monthslong calm on Wall 
Street, and the S&P 500 tum-
bled 2.7 per cent on worries 
about the rising tensions 

between the world's largest 
economies. It was the market's 
worst day since April.

CHINA’S NEW RESTRICTIONS
On Thursday, the Chinese 

government restricted access 
to the rare earths ahead of the 
scheduled Trump-Xi meeting. 
Beijing would require for-
eign companies to get spe-
cial approval for shipping the 
metallic elements abroad. It 
also announced permitting 
requirements on exports of 
technologies used in the min-
ing, smelting and recycling of 
rare earths, adding that any 
export requests for products 
used in military goods would 
be rejected.

Trump said that China 
is “becoming very hostile” 
and that it's holding the 
world “captive” by restrict-
ing access to the metals and 
magnets used in electronics, 
computer chips, lasers, jet en-
gines and other technologies.

“I have not spoken to Presi-
dent Xi because there was no 
reason to do so,” Trump post-
ed. “This was a real surprise, 
not only to me, but to all the 
Leaders of the Free World.”

Sun Yun, director of the 
China program at the Stim-
son Center, said Beijing re-
acted to US sanctions of Chi-

nese companies this week 
and the upcoming port fees 
targeting China-related ves-
sels but said there's room 
for de-escalation to keep the 
leaders' meeting alive. “It is 
a disproportional reaction,” 
Sun said. “Beijing feels that 
de-escalation will have to be 
mutual as well. There is room 
for maneuver, especially on 
the implementation.”

The US president said the 
move on rare earths was 
“especially inappropriate” 
given the announcement of 
a ceasefire between Israel 
and Hamas in Gaza so that 
the remaining hostages from 
Hamas' Oct 7, 2023, attack 
can be released. He raised 
the possibility without evi-
dence that China was trying 
to steal the moment from him 
for his role in the ceasefire, 
saying on social media, “I 
wonder if that timing was 
coincidental?”

There is already a backlog 
of export license applica-
tions from Beijing's previ-
ous round of export controls 
on rare earth elements, and 
the latest announcements 
“add further complexity to 
the global supply chain of 
rare earth elements,” the 
European Union Chamber 
of Commerce in China said 
in a statement.

The outbreak of a tar-
iff-fueled trade war between 
the US and China initially 
caused the world economy 
to shudder over the possi-
bility of global commerce 
collapsing. Trump imposed 
tariffs totalling 145 per cent 
on Chinese goods, with China 
responding with import taxes 
of 125 per cent on American 
products. 

REUTERS

Washington, Oct 11: President 
Donald Trump Friday blamed 
Democrats for his decision to 
lay off thousands of workers 
across the US government as 
he followed through on his 
threat to cut the federal work-
force during the government 
shutdown.

Job cuts were under way at 
the Treasury Department, the US 
health agency, the Internal Reve-
nue Service and the departments 
of education, commerce, and 
Homeland Security's cybersecu-
rity division, spokespeople said, 
but the total extent of the lay-
offs was not immediately clear. 
Roughly 300,000 federal civilian 
workers had already been set to 
leave their jobs this year due to 
a downsizing campaign initiated 
earlier this year by Trump.

"They started this thing," 
Trump told reporters during an 
event in the Oval Offi ce, calling 
the job cuts "Democrat-orient-
ed." Trump's Republicans hold 
majorities in both chambers of 
Congress, but need Democratic 
votes in the US Senate to pass 
any measure that would fund 
the government.

Democrats are holding out 
for an extension of health-insur-
ance subsidies, arguing health 
costs will increase dramatical-
ly for many of the 24 million 
Americans who get their cov-
erage through the Affordable 
Care Act.

Trump has repeatedly threat-
ened to fi re federal workers 
during the shutdown standoff, 
in its 10th day Friday, and has 
suggested his administration 
will aim primarily at parts of 
the government championed 
by Democrats.

Trump has also ordered the 
freezing of at least $28 billion 
in infrastructure funds for New 
York, California and Illinois - all 

home to sizable populations of 
Democratic voters and critics of 
the administration.

The Justice Department said 
in a court fi ling more than 4,200 
federal employees had gotten 
layoff notices at seven agen-
cies, including more than 1,400 
at the Treasury Department and 
at least 1,100 at the Department 
of Health and Human Services.

DEMOCRATS SAY THEY
WON'T RELENT

Democrats said they will 
not cave to Trump's pressure 
tactics. "Until Republicans get 
serious, they own this - every 
job lost, every family hurt, ev-
ery service gutted is because 
of their decisions," Senate 
Democratic Leader Chuck 
Schumer said. Labor unions 
representing federal workers 
have sued to stop the layoffs, 
saying they would be illegal 
during a shutdown.

The administration said in 
a Friday court fi ling that the 
unions' request should be de-
nied because they lack the legal 
right to sue over federal person-
nel decisions. A federal judge is 
due to hear the case October 15.

The government is required 
by law to give workers 60 days' 
notice ahead of any layoffs, 
though that can be shortened 
to 30 days.

Peru wakes up to seventh
prez in less than a decade 
Lima (Peru): Peruvians woke up to 
their seventh president in less than a 
decade Friday, as 38-year-old José Jerí 
took the reins of the shaken nation 
after Congress ousted widely loathed 
President Dina Boluarte in a lightning 
overnight impeachment. The young 
lawyer with scarce political experi-
ence, who just became president of the 
Congress in July, said shortly after being 
sworn in early Friday that he would seek 
“reconciliation,” tackle Peru's runaway 
crime and ensure “neutrality” in elec-
tions when Peruvians elect a new presi-
dent in April. Lawmakers had set up a debate and impeachment trial late 
Thursday in the 130-member unicameral Congress after voting to accept 
four requests for a vote to remove Boluarte from offi ce over what they 
said was her government's inability to stem crime. They requested that 
Boluarte come before them shortly before midnight to defend herself, 
but when she did not appear they immediately voted to oust her. In short 
order, 124 lawmakers voted just past midnight to impeach Boluarte. 
There were no votes against the effort, the ninth attempt to remove her. 
The shocking turn of events came just hours after a man opened fi re at a 
concert in the capital, injuring fi ve and infl aming anger over crime 
roiling the country.

Trump ratchets up US-China trade war
US PRESIDENT THREATENS TECH EXPORT LIMITS, NEW 100% TARIFF ON CHINESE IMPORTS STARTING NOV 1 OR SOONER

Rift between two 
largest economies 
leaves markets 
reeling as US stocks 
drop by most since 
April after Trump’s 
threat

Israel strikes 
south Lebanon
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Beirut, Oct 11: Israel carried 
out intense airstrikes on south-
ern Lebanon early Saturday, 
killing one person, wound-
ing seven and briefl y cutting 
a highway that links Beirut 
with parts of south Lebanon, 
the Health Ministry said.

The pre-dawn airstrikes on 
the village of Msayleh struck a 
place that sold heavy machinery, 
destroying a large number of ve-
hicles. A vehicle carrying vege-
tables that happened to be pass-
ing by at the time of the strikes 
was hit, killing one person and 
wounding another, according to 
Hezbollah's Al-Manar TV.

The Health Ministry later said 
that the one slain was a Syrian 
citizen, while the wounded were 
a Syrian national and six Leba-
nese, including two women. The 
Israeli military said it struck a 
place where machinery was 
stored to be used to rebuild in-
frastructure for the militant Hez-
bollah group. Since the 14-month 
Israel-Hezbollah war ended in late 
November with a US-brokered 
ceasefi re, Israel has carried out 
almost daily airstrikes killing 
dozens of people. Israel accuses 
Hezbollah of trying to rebuild its 
capabilities after the group suf-
fered heavy losses during the war.

Earlier this month, the UN 
human rights chief, Volker 
Turk, called for renewed ef-
forts to bring a permanent end 
to hostilities in Lebanon follow-
ing the war. He said that until 
the end of September, they have 
verifi ed 103 civilians killed in 
Lebanon since the ceasefi re.

The most recent Israel-Hez-
bollah war killed more than 
4,000 people in Lebanon, includ-
ing hundreds of civilians, and 
caused an estimated $11 billion 
worth of destruction, according 
to the World Bank. In Israel, 127 
people died, including 80 soldiers.

I was to meet President Xi in 
two weeks, at APEC, in South 
Korea, but now there seems 

to be no reason to do so

DONALD TRUMP | PRESIDENT, US

US govt shutdown 
triggers mass layoffs

Roughly 300,000 
federal civilian 
workers had already 
been set to leave their 
jobs this year due to a 
downsizing campaign 
initiated earlier this 
year by Trump

Firings of federal 
workers begin as White 
House seeks to pressure 

Democrats in government 
shutdown

B’desh court to indict 
pregnant Indian woman
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Dhaka, Oct 11: A court in 
Bangladesh is set to indict a 
pregnant Indian woman and 
three others on charges of en-
tering the country illegally, a 
move that could pave the way 
for their repatriation months 
after they were reportedly 
pushed in by Indian law en-
forcement agencies suspect-
ing them of being Bangla-
deshi nationals, officials said 
Saturday.

“Senior judicial magis-
trate Ashraful Haque has set 
October 23 for the hearing 
on charge framing against 
Sonali Khatun and the three 
others, alongside two infants. 
They have been languish-
ing in jail for the past four 
months,” Chief Public Prose-
cutor (northwestern) Chapai 
Nawabganj M Abdul Wadud 
told PTI.

Wadud said if they plead 
guilty to the charges during 
the hearing, it would pave the 
way for their repatriation. He 
added that they are "likely to" 
plead guilty.

The top prosecution lawyer 
in the district bordering India 
denied Indian media reports 
that the court has asked Ban-
gladesh's deputy high com-
mission in Kolkata to arrange 
their repatriation.
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France’s re-appointed PM 
Lecornu calls for calm 
Paris: France's newly re-appointed prime minis-
ter acknowledged Saturday that there weren't a 
lot of candidates for his job — and that he might 
not last long in the post given the country's deep 
political divides. Sebastien Lecornu, renamed by 
President Emmanuel Macron late Friday after 
a week of political chaos, called for calm and 
for the support of political parties to produce a 
budget for the European Union's No 2 economy 
before looming deadlines. His appointment is 
seen as Macron's last chance to reinvigorate his 
second term, which runs until 2027. His centrist 
camp lacks a majority in the National Assembly 
and he is facing increasing criticism even within its ranks. But rivals from far 
right to far left slammed Macron's decision to rename Lecornu, France's fourth 
prime minister in barely a year. France is struggling with mounting economic 
challenges and ballooning debt, and the political crisis is aggravating its troubles 
and raising alarm across the European Union. “I don't think there were a lot of 
candidates," Lecornu told reporters Saturday during a visit to a police station in 
the Paris suburb of L'Hay-les-Roses. Lecornu, who resigned Monday after just 
a month on the job, said he agreed to come back because of the urgent need 
to fi nd fi nancial solutions for France. Over the past year, Macron's successive 
minority governments have collapsed in quick succession, leaving France mired 
in political paralysis as it faces a debt crisis that has worried markets and EU 
partners, and a growing poverty rate.

Military parade celebrating the 80th anniversary of the founding of the ruling Workers' Party of Korea (WPK), in 
Pyongyang, North Korea, in this pictured released October 11, 2025 by North Korea's offi cial Korean Central News 
Agency. The parade featured a new, yet-to-be-tested intercontinental ballistic missile called the Hwasong-20, 
which it described as the “most powerful nuclear strategic weapons system” REUTERS
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RUSSIA'S HOMEGROWN BALTIKA 
BEER TO ENTER INDIAN MKT 
Russia's top beer brewer will start supplying its prod-
ucts to India next year, according to a report. Baltika has 
a numbered beer series, ranging from 0 to 9, which de-
notes different brews. It is said that 0, which is alcohol-
free, and beers numbered 3 to 9 were inspired by Vladi-
mir Putin. Baltika plans to present its fl agship collection 
to Indian consumers at the fi rst stage and later plans to 
create a beer brewed specially for the Indians

As we move from 5G to 
6G, There is a tremen-
dous role for AI to im-
prove the intelligence 
in the networks, make 
them self-healing, 
move from generative 
AI to agentic AI 
NEERAJ MITTAL | TELECOM SECRETARY

D-Mart's profi t up
New Delhi: Avenue 
Supermarts Ltd, which 
owns and operates retail 
chain D-Mart,  Saturday 
reported 3.85 per cent rise 
in consolidated net profi t at 
`684.85 crore for the second 
quarter ended September 
2025. The company had 
posted a net profi t of `659.44 
crore in the July-September 
period a year ago, according 
to a regulatory fi ling 
from Avenue Supermarts. 
Revenue from operations 
was up 15.45 per cent to 
`16,676.30 crore in the 
September quarter. It was 
at `14,444.50 crore in the 
corresponding quarter of the 
previous fi scal year.Total 
expenses in the quarter were 
up 16 per cent to `15,751.08 
crore. Total income, which 
includes other income, was 
at `16,695.87 crore, up 15.3 
per cent year-on-year.

ARAPL posts profi t 
New Delhi: Affordable 
Robotic and Automation 
Ltd (ARAPL) has posted a 
net profi t of `4.57 crore in 
September quarter mainly 
on the back of higher 
revenues. It had a loss of 
`4.83 crore in the quarter 
ended September 2024. 
According to a company 
statement, ARAPL reported 
a consolidated net revenue 
from operations of `28.04 
crore in the quarter ended 
September 2025, compared 
to `24.53 crore in the 
same quarter last year, 
representing a growth of 
14 per cent year-on-year.  
Total income in the second 
quarter stood at `29.57 
crore, up 20 per cent from 
`24.69 crore in the same 
period a year ago.  Earnings 
per share for the quarter 
stood at `4.06, a substantial 
improvement from negative 
`4.29 in the corresponding 
quarter last year.  For the 
half year ended September 
30, 2025, consolidated net 
revenue from operations 
stood at `46.81 crore, a 7 
per cent increase compared 
to `43.72 crore in H1 FY25.  

Waaree Renewable 
profi t doubles 
New Delhi: Waaree 
Renewable Technologies' 
consolidated net profit in 
September quarter more 
than doubled to `116.34 
crore on the back of higher 
revenues. The company 
had logged a consolidated 
net profit of `53.51 crore 
in the quarter ended 
September 30, 2024, a BSE 
filing said.  According to 
a company statement, 
the company recorded 
its highest-ever quarterly 
revenue and PAT (net 
profit),. The revenue stood 
at `774.78 crore as against 
`524.47 crore in Q2 FY25, 
delivering a growth of 
47.73 per cent.

Q2 RESULTS

 A developed state 
means every hand 
has work, every 
head has a roof, 
every fi eld has 
water, every face 
is happy, and every 
daughter and businessman feels 
safe

YOGI ADITYANATH  | CM, UP

As 6G research 
accelerates world-
wide, this declara-
tion underscores 
our collective 
responsibility to 
develop trusted 
technologies, open standards, and 
sustainable networks

R K PATHAK | BHARAT 6G ALLIANCE DIRECTOR 
GENERAL

Easing the process 
to help the Indian 
diaspora invest in 
the Indian markets 
is an “urgent goal” 
for the capital mar-
kets regulator

TUHIN KANTA PANDEY | SEBI CHAIRMAN

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct 11: India’s 
electronics manufacturing 
sector has witnessed a spec-
tacular transformation, with 
production projected to reach 
an impressive `11.3 lakh crore 
in 2024-25—a six-fold increase 
over the past decade.

This remarkable growth, ac-
companied by soaring exports 
and signifi cant job creation, is 
positioning India as a formida-
ble global technology power-
house.

In the last ten years, electron-
ics exports have surged eight 
times, climbing from `38,000 
crore to an estimated `3.37 lakh 
crore in 2024-25.

Mobile phone exports alone 
have smashed records, crossing 
`2 lakh crore this fi scal year, 
underscoring India’s rising 
prominence in the internation-
al electronics supply chain.

The sector’s expansion has 
also been a major employment 
driver, generating approxi-
mately 25 lakh direct jobs over 
the same period.

Adding to this momentum, 
India has attracted over $4 
billion in foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in electronic man-
ufacturing since FY 2020-21, 

refl ecting strong investor con-
fi dence fueled by a supportive 
policy environment.

Central to this growth sto-
ry are government initiatives 
like the Production Linked In-
centive (PLI) schemes, which 
have played a crucial role in 
encouraging both domestic 
and global companies to scale 

up manufacturing capacities 
and build a vibrant electronics 
ecosystem.

India’s leading export mar-
kets for electronic goods in 
FY 2024-25 include the United 
States, UAE, the Netherlands, 
the United Kingdom, and Ita-
ly—key players that are vital to 
expanding India’s global reach 

and trade partnerships.
Looking ahead, the govern-

ment has set a bold target to 
create a $500 billion electronics 
ecosystem by 2030-31. This am-
bitious vision aims to establish 
India as a global leader in elec-
tronic design, manufacturing, 
and innovation by fostering 
advanced technology adoption, 
infrastructure growth, and sus-
tainable production practices.

The electronics sector’s rap-
id rise is accompanied by fl ag-
ship initiatives such as “Make 
in India” and “Digital India,” 
which focus on boosting self-re-
liance, driving innovation, and 
enhancing skill development.

Experts stress that ongo-
ing government support, 
infrastructure investment, 
and talent nurturing will 
be essential to sustain this 
upward trajectory.

With production, exports, 
and employment all on a steep 
upward curve, India is well 
on its way to reducing import 
dependence and cementing its 
position among the world’s 
top electronics manufacturing 
hubs. Bolstered by a compre-
hensive ecosystem and stra-
tegic policies, the country is 
poised to compete robustly on 
the global stage.

Electronics production hits `11.3L-cr

Electronics production 
increased nearly six-fold 
from `1.9 lakh crore in 
2014–15 to `11.3 lakh crore 
in 2024–25

Mobile phone exports rose 127 times from `1,500 crore in 2014–15 
to `2 lakh crore in 2024–25

India is the 
world’s 

second-largest 
mobile phone 
manufacturer

Electronics 
manufacturing 
created 25 lakh 

jobs in the 
last 10 years

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Oct 11: India’s 
silver exchange traded funds 
(ETFs) are trading at steep 
premiums over international 
benchmarks amidst surging 
festive demand and constrained 
physical global supply, a report 
said Saturday. 

Investment infl ows into sil-
ver products hit record levels 
globally in H1 2025, adding 
about 95 million ounces – ex-
ceeding the total infl ows of the 
entire previous year, the report 
from Axis Mutual Fund said.

Further, it pushed total ETF 
holdings to roughly 1.13 billion 
ounces (worth over $40 billion) by 
mid-2025, Axis Mutual Fund said.

Global mining output has 
grown only modestly and is 
expected to peak by 2026, even 

as industrial and investment 
demand climbs, driven by solar 
photovoltaics, electric vehicles, 
electronics, 5G infrastructure, 
and semiconductors.

Recent purchases by Saudi 
Arabia’s central bank have 
highlighted further central 
banks' interest in silver, am-
plifying the demand shock.

Meanwhile, physical demand 
in India has been exceptionally 
strong due to festive demand, 
with buyers snapping up silver 
– coins, bars, jewellery, and 
idols – amidst imports doubling 
in September on-year, as bullion 
dealers and jewellers scrambled 
to secure inventory despite re-
cord-high price, the report said.

That shortage has fl owed 
through to ETFs, which are 
trading at premiums of about 
5–12 per cent over converted 

LBMA prices inclusive of cus-
toms and GST, Axis MF said.

Under normal conditions, 
any gap between Indian and 
global prices would be small 
and arbitraged away. But in the 
current scenario, with physi-
cal silver scarce, the premium 
persisted, and even ETF arbi-
trageurs could not immediately 
bridge the difference, the fund 
house noted.

Axis MF warned that the in-
fl ated entry price risks a near-
term NAV correction if supply 
normalises and the domestic 
premium evaporates. For me-
dium  to long term investors, 
silver is increasingly viewed 
as a strategic diversifi er and 
hedge, and short term price 
distortions may be less rele-
vant for multi year horizons, 
the fund house said.

India silver ETFs trade at steep 
premium amid festive demand

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 11: The esca-
lating trade war between the 
US and China is expected to 
benefi t Indian exporters in in-
creasing their shipments to the 
American market, according to 
experts.

Federation of Indian Export 
Organisations (IEO) President 
S C Ralhan said that imposi-
tion of higher tariffs by the US 
on China will shift demand to-
wards India, which exported 
goods worth $86 billion to the 
US in 2024-25.

"We may gain from this es-
calation," Ralhan said.

The US has announced an 
additional 100 per cent tariff on 
Chinese goods starting Novem-
ber 1, 2025, raising the overall 
tariff rate on Chinese imports 
to about 130 per cent.

The move came in response 
to Beijing's October 9, 2025 de-
cision to impose sweeping new 
controls on rare earth exports, 
which are indispensable for US 
defense, electric vehicles, and 

clean-energy industries.
At present, US tariffs on 

Indian goods are 50 per cent, 
more than that of China's 30 
per cent.

“Now this 100 per cent addi-
tional tariff on Chinese goods 
will give us an upper edge,” 
a textile exporter said, add-
ing the imposition of higher 
customs duties by the US on 
imports from China provides 
huge export opportunities for 
India to America.

The tariffs would affect ex-
ports from China to the US as 
they would push prices of their 
goods in the American market, 
making them less competitive, 
another exporter said.

Toy exporter Manu Gupta 
too said that high duties on 
Chinese goods will help at-
tract buyers from both these 
nations.

“It will help us. High duty 
will create a parity and will 
give us a level playing fi eld,” 
Gupta said, adding American 
buyers like retail giant Target 
have reached out to them for 
new products.

Think tank GTRI said that 
the escalating trade tensions 
between the US and China will 
push prices of EVs, wind tur-
bines, and semiconductor parts 
in the global markets.

America depends heavily on 
China for electronics, textiles, 
footwear, white goods, and so-
lar panels, it said.

Indian exporters likely to gain 
from US-China trade clash

The tariffs would affect 
exports from China to the 

US as they would push 
prices of their goods in 
the American market, 

making them less competitive, 
an exporter said

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct 11: Indian 
markets recorded the fourth 
largest fund raise via the initial 
public offering (IPO) route in 
CY 2025, accumulating `1,26,096 
crore ($14.2 billion), according 
to Bernstein, a joint venture 
between AllianceBernstein and 
Societe Generale. 

AllianceBernstein and So-
ciete Generale is widely rec-
ognised as a premier global 
equity research and brokerage 
fi rm, with a trading platform 
that spans Europe, US, Asia, 
and the West Asia.

US led with `4,69,752 crore 
($52.9 billion), followed by Hong 
Kong `2,07,792 crore ($23.4 bil-
lion) and China `1,43,856 crore 
($16.2 billion).

In rupee terms, 74 companies 
have raised `85,241 crore ($9.6 
billion) from primary markets 
in CY25, excluding three major 
IPOs, WeWork India, Tata Cap-
ital, and LG Electronics India, 
which together aim to raise 
nearly `30,000 crore ($3.38 bil-
lion), Bernstein said.

“The primary market mop-
up in CY25 marks the third 
highest in the past fi ve years, 

behind `1,59,784 crore ($17.99 
billion) via 91 offers in 2024 and 
`1,18,723 crore ($13.37 billion) 
via 63 offers in 2021,” it said.

Bernstein noted that this 
activity is signifi cant as for-
eign institutional investors 
(FIIs) have withdrawn nearly 
`1,59,840 crore ($18 billion) from 
India’s secondary markets this 
year while investing `44,400 
crore ($5 billion) in primary 
markets, refl ecting a clear dis-
tinction between primary and 
secondary market behaviour.

Moreover, analysis of 161 
companies listed since Janu-
ary 2024 shows that IPO invest-
ments have generally outper-
formed broad market indices, 
beating Nifty returns in fi ve of 
the last seven quarters, with 61 
per cent, outperforming Nifty 
in the past six months.

Average listing gains stood 
at 22 per cent, with over 53 per 
cent delivering double-digit 
returns. Highlighting the sec-
toral trends, Bernstein said 
that 28 IPOs came from con-
sumer tech, green energy and 
digital industries. On the other 
hand, smaller IPOs performed 
particularly well, with sub-Rs 
178 crore ($20 million) .

Markets recorded fourth 
largest fund raise via IPO

Jharsuguda: Vedanta Alumin-
ium, India’s largest aluminium 
producer organised the Power 
Safety Circle Conclave at its 
Jharsuguda plant Saturday, 
reinforcing its commitment 
to safety and operational ex-
cellence. The event, held in 
partnership with STEAG En-
ergy Services and NTPC GE 
Power Service Pvt. Ltd. (NG-
SL), brought together over 
200 participants from across 
the industry.

 “At Vedanta, safety is a 
shared value that defi nes our 
purpose and performance. The 
Power Safety Circle Conclave 
exemplifi es how we empower 

teams to take ownership of 
safety and integrate it into dai-
ly operations,” said C Chandru, 
CEO, Vedanta Jharsuguda.

R K Singh, Head–TPP, 
STEAG Energy Services, not-
ed, “This collaboration demon-
strates how technical expertise 
and a strong safety vision can 
create real impact, strength-
ening vigilance and long-term 
process reliability.”

M S Patel, Head–CPP, NTPC 
GE Power Service Pvt Ltd, add-
ed, “Engaging shop-fl oor teams 
makes safety a shared respon-
sibility and ensures practi-
cal implementation of safety 
solutions.”

Vedanta hosts Power 
Safety Circle ConclaveRACHNA MAHESHWARI, OP

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: In-
dia is growing rapidly. Trade 
deals and the vision of becom-
ing the world’s fourth-largest 
economy have often overshad-
owed the rising debt burden on 
Indian households. The EMI 
(Equated Monthly Installment) 
system, once seen as an easy 
money plan for convenient 
purchases, has become a si-
lent contributor to increasing 
mental health issues across 
the country.

EMIs may seem like a simple 
way to buy goods, but they cre-
ate long-term fi nancial strain. 
They also encourage a passive 
desire to own more than nec-
essary. Although not a new 
concept, EMIs have become 
an unexpected protagonist in 
modern fi nancial stress, punc-
tual in their arrival, strict on 
penalties, and sometimes un-
forgiving when payments are 
delayed.

The growing culture of pur-
chasing goods and services 
on EMI has expanded con-
sumer desires and stretched 
household budgets. Earlier, a 
middle-class salaried person 
maintained a limited and bud-

get-friendly wishlist. But today, 
the trend of buying on credit 
has overburdened many urban 
households.

According to data released 
by the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, nearly 70–92 
per cent of individuals in India 
suffer from untreated mental 
health issues. The pursuit of fi -
nancial growth and social sta-
tus has fueled lives with anx-
iety, depression, and chronic 
stress. Yet, these challenges 

remain largely undiscussed 
in public spaces.

Dr Shibani Devi from Manipal 
Hospital, Bhubaneswar, says,

“I have seen families com-
ing for treatment, but they 
are often hesitant to express 
their mental health diffi cul-
ties. It is still treated as an 
undercover topic.”

National sleep surveys also 
reveal widespread sleep dis-
ruption and late bedtimes signs 
of minds kept alert by con-

stant notifi cations and nightly 
worries. 

For Bidhyadhar Naik, a 
35-year-old driver working in 
Bhubaneswar, his son’s educa-
tion is a top priority. Living in 
the city, he wants to ensure his 
child can compete with peers.

“We don’t have enough mon-
ey, but I have taken a loan so 
that I can provide good food 
and a better life for my family. 
The services we get in the city 
are much better than in rural 
areas,” he says.

Experts describe debt stress 
as a silent yet powerful force 
not merely a fi nancial strain, 
but a burden that affects both 
body and mind. The constant 
pressure of monthly repay-
ments leads to tense muscles, 
irritability, shallow breathing, 
and digestive troubles.

Conclusion:
It is time to raise our voic-

es against fi nancial burdens 
and their impact on overall 
health. Purchases should be 
guided by wisdom and neces-
sity, not by trends or social 
pressure. Responsible spend-
ing is not a limitation, it is a 
step toward mental peace and a 
balanced life.

Sound of debt & its impact on mental health

uote
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New Delhi, Oct 11: Com-
merce and Industry Minister 
Piyush Goyal Saturday held 
discussions with his Cana-
dian counterpart Maninder 
Sidhu on ways to strengthen 
economic ties between the two 
countries.

“We discussed ways to fi nd 
mutually benefi cial opportu-
nities for our businesses to 
capitalise on the complemen-
tarities offered by our two 
economies. I emphasised that 
economic, trade and invest-
ment ties between India and 
Canada should be grounded 
in the principles of mutual 
respect, trust and balance,” 
Goyal said in a post on X.

The Canada's Minister of 
International Trade in a post 
said that he spoke with India's 
Minister of Commerce and In-
dustry to advance discussions 
on deepening economic engage-
ment and increasing connectiv-
ity between the countries.

The discussions are import-
ant as in 2023, Canada had 
paused negotiations for a free 
trade agreement with India.

Normally in a trade agree-
ment, two countries signifi -
cantly reduce or eliminate 
customs duties on the maxi-
mum number of goods trad-
ed between them. They also 
liberalise norms for promot-
ing trade in services and 
attract investments.

India, Canada to 
boost economic ties

15th Annual Conference of Odisha Hematology begins
Bhubaneswar: The 15th Annual Conference of Odisha 
Hematology, ODIHECON-2025, was inaugurated 
Saturday at a hotel in Bhubaneswar. The two-day 
conference was graced by Urban Development Minister 
Krushna Chandra Mahapatra, Jharkhand Health 
Minister Irfan Ansari, Odisha Hematology President 
Niranjan Tripathy, Secretary Rabindra Kumar Jena, 
Organising Secretary Pritish Chandra Patra, and Apollo 
Hospital’s COO and DMS Alok Srivastava. More than 

300 doctors from across Odisha and 35 eminent national faculty members from Bengaluru, Mumbai, West Bengal, 
Jharkhand, Ranchi, Bhilai, Patna, Raipur, Delhi, North-East, and Bihar are participating in the conference. Over the two 
days, around 60 scientifi c papers will be presented and discussed.



POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: The 
much-awaited ITTF-ATTU 28th 
Asian Table Tennis Team Cham-
pionships 2025 offi cially began 

Saturday at the athletics centre of 
Kalinga Stadium, Bhubaneswar. 

The ceremony was graced by 
Suryabanshi Suraj, Minister, 
Sports & Youth Services, High-
er Education, Odia Language, 
Literature and Culture, Govern-
ment of Odisha, who offi cially 
inaugurated the championship. 
He expressed pride that Odisha 
is hosting international Cham-
pionships, highlighting the 
state’s growing prominence in 
the global sports arena. He fur-
ther added that it is a matter of 
great happiness for Odisha that 
this championship is being held 
here, and we warmly welcome 
players from all 22 countries par-
ticipating in this championship.

The ceremony was attended 
by distinguished guests, includ-
ing Sheikha Hayat Al Khalifa, 

Acting Regional Vice-Presi-
dent, ATTU & President, Com-
monwealth Table Tennis Feder-
ation; Dushyant Chautala, Pres-
ident, Table Tennis Federation 
of India; Meghna Ahlawat; and 
Sachin Ramchandra Jadhav, 
Commissioner-cum-Secretary, 
Sports & Youth Services De-
partment, Government of Odi-
sha. Padma Shri awardee and 
India’s table tennis legend, A 
Sharath Kamal, the brand am-
bassador of this event.
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New Delhi, Oct 11: Shubman 
Gill the batter led the way with 
his 10th century and then the 
captain gave his strike-bowl-
er Ravindra Jadeja enough 
time to tighten the noose on 
West Indies as India galloped 
towards another comprehen-
sive victory in the second Test, 
here Saturday.

Gill (129 not out) cruised to 
his century in the post-lunch 
session but without caring for 
an easy double hundred which 
looked inevitable against a poor 
bowling attack.

He declared the Indian in-
nings with hosts reaching 518 
for fi ve, one hour into post 
lunch session.

What stood out on the day 
was how 'Gill the batter' and 
'Gill the skipper' were in per-
fect sync. 

The skipper didn't let the 
'batter' take over in pursuit 
of personal glory even though 
there was enough time at his 
disposal to beef up his person-
al statistics.

Despite the pitch 
not having any 
signifi cant wear 
and tear, it was 
still good enough 

for Ravindra Jadeja 
(3/37) to work his mag-
ic in tandem with 
Kuldeep Yadav 

(1/45), reducing 
West Indies to 

140 for four 

in 43 
overs.

For 
Viv Richards 
and Brian Lara, 
seated in the stands, 
watching the applica-
tion from some of the 
Caribbean batters cer-
tainly wouldn't have 
been amusing.

John Campbell would 
consider himself ex-
tremely unlucky for the 
way he got dismissed. 
His full-blooded sweep 
that should have gone for 
a boundary, rammed into 
Sai Sudharsan's knuckle 
and got stuck as he was 
trying an evasive action.

But Tagenarine Chan-
derpaul (34) and Alick 
Athanaze (41) added 66 runs 
before Jadeja and Kuldeep 
struck in quick succession.

Chanderpaul perished 
while trying to open the 
face of the bat as he dabbed 
one down to third man and 
was caught in slips by KL 
Rahul. 

Athanaze played a 
forgettable hoick when 
Kuldeep baited him and 

the lob was taken by Jadeja at 
mid-wicket.

Skipper Roston Chase (0) 
offered a tame return catch to 
Jadeja and it was a tale of famil-
iar collapse.

The second day was all about 
trying to make a sense of Gill, 
who is starting to be impressive 
with each passing day.

The skipper, who faced 196 
deliveries, hit 16 boundaries 
and two sixes, added 91 for the 
fourth wicket with Nitish Ku-
mar Reddy (43) and 102 for the 
fi fth wicket with Dhruv Jurel 
(44), who decided to up the ante 
after lunch. 

India on the second day bat-
ted for 44.2 overs and added 200 
runs to the overnight score of 
318 for two.

Even as Yashasvi Jaiswal 
(175, 258 balls) was unfortu-
nately run-out at the start of 
the day, Gill's concentration 
didn't waver as he controlled 
the tempo of the game as per 
his will.

Brief scores:
India 1st innings: 518 for 5 in 

134.2 overs (Ya- shasvi 
Jaiswal 175, Shub-
man Gill 129 not 
out; Jomel War- rican 
3/98)

West Indies 
1st innings: 140 
for 4 in 43 overs 

(Alick Athanaze 
41, Tagenarine 
Chanderpaul 34; 
Ravindra Jade-
ja 3/37).

GILL: THE CALM 
RUN MACHINE

Shubman ton, Jadeja's scalps take India 
towards another early fi nish as the hosts 

reduce WI to 140/4, visitors trail by 378 runs

In his prime 
In Delhi, Gill 

brought up his 
10th Test century - 
a crisp, controlled 
innings that 
extended his tally 
to 19 international 
centuries (10 in 
Tests, 8 in ODIs, 
and 1 in T20Is)

Gill also matched 
Virat Kohli’s 
ultimate captaincy 
feat as he scored 
his 5th Test ton 
as India captain 
since taking over 
the reins from 
Rohit Sharma

It's also his fi fth 
century of 2025, 
making him the 
leading run-scorer 
across formats 
this calendar year
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St Louis (USA), Oct 11: Thir-
ty years to the day, history was 
repeated as Garry Kasparov 
defeated Viswanathan Anand 
in the 10th game of the Clutch 
Chess Legends contest to win 
the match with two games to 
spare.

It was in 1995 October 10 that 
Anand took a draw in the 18th 
game to concede the 20-games 
Classical World Championship 
match against Kasparov 7.5-10.5 
on the 107th fl oor of the World 
Trade Centre in New York.

As per rules, the last two 
games under blitz time control 
were still played and Anand 
pulled back two victories albeit 
a little too late in the day. The 
scoreline eventually read 13-11 
with Kasparov winning $78,000, 
while Anand took home $66,000 
in the $1,44,000 contest.

Leading the match by fi ve 
points, Kasparov knew that 
Anand still had a chance to win 

the match as the fi nal day had 
as many as 12 points at stake 
with each victory worth three 
points. 

Anand started the day with 
a hard-fought draw and then 
seized the initiative early in the 
second game. However, Kaspar-
ov kept himself in contention 
and a wrong trade by Anand 
cost the Indian ace dearly as 
he lost in the queen-and-minor-
piece endgame.

Kasparov had already sealed 
the match with two blitz games 
still remaining and it was 
Anand's turn to bounce back 
as he came back with all guns 
blazing to win both games.

Kasparov said he was not 
expecting to win this match 
but was pleased with the buzz 
it created.

Speaking about the match 
and his play, Kasparov, 62, 
noted, "I think I was more re-
silient than he (Anand) expect-
ed," pointing out that he'd done 
surprisingly well when both 
players were low on time.

He also felt that Anand might 
have had some "psychological 
discomfort".

Kasparov explained, "His 
score against me historically is 
bad, and I think it's somehow 
probably the ghosts of the past 
visited him during the games."
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New Delhi, Oct 11: World Pa-
ra-Athletics Championship's 
gold-winning sprinter Simran 
Sharma is likely to lose her 
medals after her guide Umar 
Saifi  was handed a provision-
al suspension by the National 
Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) 
for failing a dope test.

Saifi , who has been the visu-
ally impaired Simran's guide 
for over seven months, has test-
ed positive for Drostanolone, a 
banned anabolic steroid that 
helps increase muscle mass, 
and strength. He won a 200m 
gold at the Delhi State Open 
September 7 where this dope 
test was likely conducted.

Saifi 's name appears in the 
updated list of provisionally 
suspended athletes issued by 
NADA Friday. He can appeal 
against the fi nding and seek a 
'B' sample test. It is not clear 
why his name did not appear 
on the NADA website before 
the World Championships 
which took place from Sep-
tember 27 to October 5.

Besides the 100m T12 gold, 
Simran also won a silver 
medal in the 200m race of the 
showpiece that was held in 
India for the first time. The 
100m gold was her second suc-

cessive top finish in the world 
championship.

As per, the International 
Paralympic Committee rules, 
Simran could lose her medals if 
Saifi  fails to prove his innocence. 
"Yes, there is a big chance of 
Simran and India losing both 
medals. The guide is also con-
sidered an athlete and part of 
the event. The guide also gets 
a medal and certifi cate though 
only the medal of the athlete is 
counted," Indian Para Athletics 
Chairman Satyanarayana said.

Sports Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya Saturday felicitat-
ed medal winners of the recent-
ly-concluded World Para-Ath-
letics Championships here 
and gave away cash awards 
amounting to over Rs 1.09 crore 
while lauding their indefatiga-
ble spirit.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: In a 
signifi cant achievement for 
Odisha's sporting community, 
badminton player Swetaparna 
Panda has been selected for 
the 'Ekalabya Puraskar' for 
2025, while weightlifter Prit-
ismita Bhoi and tennis player 
Aahaan will be honoured with 
citations for their outstanding 
performances. 

This was announced by Bai-
jayant Panda, chairperson of 
Ekalabya Puraskar Committee 
and Trustee of IMPaCT (Indi-
an Metal & Public Charitable 
Trust), after a meeting of the 
selection committee here on 
Saturday. The decision was 

reached unanimously by the 
committee, he said. As part of 
the award, Swetaparna Panda 
will get a cash prize of Rs 7 
lakh, along with a trophy at the 
Ekalabya Puraskar award cere-
mony to be held at a later date.

In addition, weightlifter Prit-
ismita Bhoi and tennis player 
Aahaan will be honoured with 
citations for their outstanding 
performances on both national 
and international stages. Each of 
the citation winners will receive 
a cash prize of Rs 1.5 lakh, along 
with citations at the award cere-
mony, a statement said.

"IMPaCT has been in contin-
uous pursuit to recognise and 
inspire excellence in sports, 
besides contributing to the gen-

eral welfare of society at large. 
Ekalabya Puraskar is instituted 
to encourage young sportsper-
sons of the state to perform at 
the national and international 
arenas," Panda, who is also a 
senior BJP leader and MP, said.

Ekalabya Puraskar, insti-
tuted by IMPaCT, in 1993 and 
managed by IMFA, the leading 
Ferro Alloys producer in the 
country, has come a long way to 
be recognised as the most pres-
tigious sports award of Odisha, 
drawing parallels with many 
national awards. 

The award is given every 
year to young sportspersons of 
Odisha in recognition of their 
outstanding performance in the 
preceding two years. 

HUGE BLOW

Simran faces medals loss after 
guide Saifi  fails doping test

Ghosts of past haunt Vishy
CLUTCH CHESS LEGENDS

Viswanathan Anand 
forgets about clock, 
loses to Garry 
Kasparov from 
winning position

Swetaparna wins Ekalabya Puraskar
Pritismita Bhoi, Aahaan honoured as citation recipients

Swetaparna Panda Pritismita Bhoi Aahaan

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: Odi-
sha’s Alokika Swain won a 
bronze medal in the U-18 girls’ 
Javelin event on the second day 
of the 40th National Junior Ath-
letics Championships at Kalin-
ga Stadium here Saturday.

The 16-year-old Alokika, 
from Jajatsinghpur, fi nished 
third in the competition with 
a best throw of 47.56 metres.

On Day 1, Odisha claimed a 
pair of silver medals through 
sprinter Pratik Maharana and 
triathlete Chhabindra Behera.

The 18-year-old Pratik 
clocked 10.72 seconds to fi n-
ish second in U-20 men’s 100m 
event. Pratik will hope to turn 
silver into gold when he runs 
in the 200m race, as well as in 
relay event.

Chhabindra, an up-and-com-
ing 13-year-old from Keonjhar, 
fi nished second in U-14 boys’ 
triathlon B event.

National Junior Athletics: 
Bronze for Odisha’s Alokika

Men's Qualifi ers
 (Division 1):

Group A: Sri Lanka bt Kyrgyzstan 
3-1; Kazakhstan bt Kyrgyzstan 3-0.

Group B: Mongolia bt Maldives 
3-1; Iran bt Maldives 3-0.

Group C: Uzbekistan bt Oman 3-0; 
Singapore bt Oman 3-0;

Group D: DPR Korea bt Macau 
(China) 3-0; Malaysia bt Macau 
(China) 3-0.

Group E: Thailand bt Bangladesh 
3-0; Qatar bt Nepal 3-1; Thailand bt 
Nepal 3-0; Qatar bt Bangladesh 3-0.

Women's Qualifi ers 
(Division 1):

Group A: Sri Lanka bt Mongolia 3-0.

Group B: Kazakhstan bt Maldives 3-0.

Group C: Chinese Taipei bt 
Bangladesh 3-0; Macau (China) bt 
Uzbekistan 3-2.

Group D: Malaysia bt Nepal 3-0; 
Iran bt Kyrgyzstan 3-0.

Asian Table Tennis Team C’ships serves off
While top-seeded 
teams, including 
hosts India, enjoyed 
an opening-day rest, 
the inaugural sessions 
offered fans a taste of 
the energy and 
emotion that defi ne 
Asia's premier 
continental event

NO MAJOR SURPRISES ON OPENING DAY
The 28th ITTF-ATTU Asian Team Table Tennis Championships 

served off in style as group stage contests went on expected 
lines here Saturday. Lesser-known contingents displayed 
fl ashes of skill and tenacity, earning applause from an eager 
Bhubaneswar crowd ready to soak in the continent's fi nest table 
tennis action. In the men's section, Kazakhstan, in Group A, rested 
their top paddler Kirill Gerassimenko and still proved too strong 
for Kyrgyzstan. Alan Kurmangliyev and Sanzhar Zhubanov quickly 
put their team 2-0 up before Aidos Kenzhigulov battled hard in 
a fi ve-game thriller to complete the sweep (13-15, 11-13, 11-8, 
11-1, 11-5). Sri Lanka began their campaign on a winning note, 
comfortably overcoming Kyrgyzstan despite an early setback. Nimesh Ranchagoda fell in his opening tie, but 
Chameera Ginige and Chanul Kulappuwawadu rallied superbly, steering the islanders to their fi rst points of 
the tournament. Meanwhile, the Maldives managed to take a game off Mongolia in Group 2 but ultimately lost 
1-3. In the women's competition, Macau (China) and Uzbekistan engaged in one of the day's most exciting 
ties. The pendulum swung both ways before Macau edged out a fi ghting Uzbekistan 3-2. Shoira Kodirova's 
early win gave Uzbekistan hope, but decisive victories from Huang Cheong Leng and Seak Hui Li kept Macau 
in contention. In the end, Kodirova returned to the table with a clinical straight-game triumph to seal a 
memorable win for her team. With only the group leaders advancing to the knockout among the leaders, the 
upcoming contests promise to deliver the heat and drama the inaugural day hinted at.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11: The 
ITF World Tennis Masters Tour 
MT100 Bhubaneswar 2025 was 
formally inaugurated Saturday 
at the Kalinga Stadium Tennis 
Centre, Bhubaneswar. 

The tournament is being or-
ganized by the Odisha Tennis 
Association (OTA) under the 
aegis of the International Ten-
nis Federation (ITF), with the 
support of the Department of 
Sports & Youth Services, Gov-
ernment of Odisha.

The tournament was inaugu-
rated by Sachin Ramchandra Ya-
dav, IAS, Commissioner-cum-Sec-
retary, Department of Sports & 
Youth Services, Government of 

Odisha, along with Bijay Swain, 
Additional Secretary, Sports, 
Government of Odisha.

The tournament, being held 
from October 11 to 15, has at-
tracted participation from 
over 100 players across Slova-
kia, Germany, and India. The 
competition features a wide 
range of categories including 
Men’s and Women’s Singles, 
Doubles, and Mixed Doubles, 
with players competing in age 
groups ranging from 30+ to 70+.

The ITF World Tennis Mas-
ters Tour serves as a global plat-
form for seasoned and veteran 
tennis players to showcase their 
skills, engage in competitive 
play, and foster international 
camaraderie through sport.

World Tennis Masters Tour MT100 
Bhubaneswar 2025 inaugurated
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Windhoek (Namibia), Oct 
11: Namibia came up with a 
breathtaking performance to 
stun South Africa by four wick-
ets in a last-ball T20I thriller, 
notching a historic maiden win 
against the ICC full member 
here Saturday.

Playing their fi rst internation-
al match on home turf, at the 
Namibia Cricket Ground, they 
restricted the Proteas to 134 for 
eight. The hosts then earned a 
hard-fought victory on the last 
ball of their innings, which was 
followed by a lap of honour.

Namibia, an ICC Association 
member, had never played an in-
ternational match against South 
Africa in any format prior to this 
T20I. The main South African 
side, led by Aiden Markram, 
is currently in Pakistan for a 
two-Test series, which will be 
followed by six white-ball games.

South Africa were reduced to 
68/5 despite the presence of stal-
warts like Quinton de Kock and 
Reeza Hendricks in the top order. 

In reply, Namibia's top or-
der crumbled with the home 
side being reduced to 66 for 4. 
However, their veteran wick-
etkeeper-batter Zane Edward 
Green, playing his 72nd T20I, 
came up with an unbeaten 30 off 
23 balls, while Ruben Trumpel-
mann scored 11 off 8 deliveries 
to take the home side to 138/6 
on the last ball of the innings.

Namibia stun SA in 
T20I for historic win
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