
Manushi’s insight Nominations fi led Trump snubs Zelenskyy Historic medal
Actor Manushi Chhillar says 
she has learnt that wisdom lies 
in respecting every form of art 
and expression

 

BJP and Congress candidates 
fi le nomination papers for the 
by-election to the Nuapada 
Assembly seat

Donald Trump calls on Kyiv and 
Moscow to “stop where they are” 
and end their brutal war, following 
a meeting with Zelenskyy

Jyothi Surekha Vennam clinches 
bronze and becomes the fi rst 
Indian woman compound archer to 
win a medal at WC Final
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Bear it—truth wins briefl y 
during the festival season, 

before fake news takes 
over again

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Pasadena, Oct 18: Sir Da-
vid Attenborough broke 
Dick Van Dyke’s record for 
oldest Daytime Emmy win-
ner Friday, taking the tro-
phy for daytime personality, 
non-daily as host of Netfl ix’s 
Secret Lives of Orangutans.

Attenborough, who is 99, 
was not on hand. The Brit’s 
career as a writer, host and 
narrator spans eight de-
cades.

Van Dyke was 98 when he 
won as guest performer in 
a daytime drama series for 
Days of Our Lives in 2024. 
He is the oldest actor to win 
a Daytime Emmy. Jonathan 
Jackson of General Hospital 
and fi rst-time nominee Su-

san Walters of The Young 
and the Restless won sup-
porting acting honours.

Jackson accepted the tro-
phy for playing Lucky Spen-
cer, a role he originated in 
1993 and has played on and 

off ever since.
The ABC show also 

claimed trophies for Alley 
Mills as guest performer 
in a daytime drama and its 
writing team.

It was Mills’ second ca-

reer win for playing Heath-
er Webber. The 74-year-old, 
who fi rst won in 2023, is best 
known as the mom on The 
Wonder Years.

“We are living in really 
dark times right now. Ev-

erything is crazy,” Mills told 
the audience at the Pasade-
na Civic Auditorium. “We 
just got to keep our spirits 
high.”

Walters plays Diane Jen-
kins on CBS’ Y&R, which 
she has appeared in during 
three different stints.

“I am so happy that I won 
so I can thank my husband 
of 40 years,” she said, sin-
gling out Linden Ashby, 
who has appeared on the 
same show.

The Young and the Rest-
less brought a leading 19 
nominations into the 52nd 
annual show. It is just one of 
three shows nominated for 
best daytime drama, along 
with General Hospital and 
Days of Our Lives.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: 
Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi Saturday an-
nounced that at least 20 new 
cybercrime police stations 
will soon become operation-
al in the state. In addition, 
steps will be taken to mod-
ernise the existing 14 cyber 
police stations, he said.

The Chief Minister stat-
ed that 1,127 new police 
positions and 170 technical 
experts will be appointed 
shortly. A state-level Com-
mand Centre under the 
Crime Branch will also be 
established, serving as a 
Centre of Excellence for cy-
bercrime prevention.

Majhi launched the Cyber 
Security Awareness Cam-
paign 2025 at Kalinga Sta-
dium to educate the public 
on cyber safety. As part of 
the month-long campaign, 

awareness vehicles and 
programmes will reach all 
districts, except Nuapada, 
where a by-election will be 
held November 11.

Highlighting the signifi -
cance of the campaign, Majhi 
said that nearly 820 million 
people in India—around 55 
per cent of the population, 
currently use the internet, 
making the country the sec-
ond-largest in internet usage 
globally. He emphasised that 
increasing internet reliance 
has also made citizens vulner-
able to cybercrime and online 
fraud.  MORE P3
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Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: The 
state government has de-
clared a two-day holiday for 
Diwali this year, according 
to a notifi cation issued Sat-
urday. The government had 
earlier declared October 21 
as the Diwali holiday. In the 
fresh notifi cation, it has al-
so declared October 20 as a 
holiday for Diwali.

“This year, state govern-
ment employees will get a 
two-day holiday for Diwali. 
However, they have to work 

October 
25, which 
is a fourth 
Saturday,” 
Revenue 
Minister 

Suresh Pujari said. He said 
employees in Nuapada will 
not get a holiday October 20, 
as that is the last date for fi l-
ing of nomination papers for 
the November 11 bypoll.

MANOJ KUMAR JENA, OP

Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: 
A 16-year-old girl from 
Jharkhand was rescued in a 
critical and distraught condi-
tion from a roadside in Ashok 
Nagar area here late Thurs-
day night, police said Satur-
day. A medical examination 
confi rmed that the minor had 
been raped, they said.

The girl, who had no iden-
tifi cation documents or mo-
bile phone, was admitted 
to Capital Hospital, where 
doctors fi led a medico-legal 
case (MLC) citing “psychic 
disorder” and a history of 
sexual assault. Based on 

the MLC received October 
16 around 8pm, the Capital 
police station took suo motu 
cognisance and registered a 
case under relevant sections 
of BNS and the POCSO Act.

“As per the MLC, the vic-
tim is a minor and a resident 
of Jharkhand. We are con-
ducting further investiga-
tion to confi rm her exact age 
and identity. Her statement 
has been recorded and she’s 
currently undergoing treat-
ment,” Police Commissioner 
S Dev Datta Singh said.

During the investigation, 
the police scanned CCTV 
footage and gathered evi-
dence that led them to a sex 

racket operating out of Lax-
misagar area in the Capital 
city. A raid was conducted 
Friday, resulting in the res-
cue of three survivors and 
the arrest of four individuals.

The arrested have been 
identifi ed as Manju Sethi, 
47, Mamata Sahu, 42, Sanjib 
Kumar Das (the house own-
er), and Abinash Muduli, 
28. Police said that Muduli 
was involved in the sexual 
assault of the minor.

Two separate cases have 
been registered  and all the 
accused will be forwarded to 
court, police said. The inci-
dent has sparked widespread 
outrage among locals.

2-DAY HOLIDAY FOR 
DIWALI ANNOUNCED

No holiday 
Monday in 
Nuapada 
district

THE BURNING TRAIN: People try to douse a fi re that broke out in a coach of the Amritsar-Saharsa Garib Rath Express, near Sirhind railway station, in Fatehgarh Sahib 
district, Punjab, Saturday   PTI PHOTO

Every inch of Pak territory
in BrahMos range: Rajnath
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, Oct 18: Every 
inch of Pakistan’s territory 
lies within range of Brah-
Mos and what happened 
during Operation Sindoor 
was just a trailer, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh said 
here Saturday, in a stern 
warning to Pakistan.

The operation proved that 
victory has become a habit 
for India, he said.

The Union Minister, 
along with Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath, fl agged off the fi rst 
batch of BrahMos missiles 
manufactured at the Brah-
Mos Aerospace unit in Saro-
jini Nagar here.

Singh described BrahMos 
as a symbol of India’s rising 
strength.

“BrahMos is not just a 
missile, it is proof of India’s 
strategic confi dence. From 
the Army to the Navy and 
the Air Force, it has become 
a key pillar of our defence 
forces,” he said. Singh as-
serted that India’s defence 
capabilities now serve as a 
powerful deterrent.

“Every inch of Pakistan’s 
territory lies within range of 
BrahMos. What happened 
during Operation Sindoor 
was just a trailer. It made 
Pakistan realise that if In-
dia could create Pakistan, 
then if the time comes... I 

need not say more, you all 
are wise enough,” he said.

Operation Sindoor proved 
that “victory is not just a 
small incident for us but 
it has become a habit”, he 
added.

Hailing Operation Sin-
door, Singh said it instilled 
a new confi dence among In-
dians and proved BrahMos’ 
effectiveness to the world.

“Maintaining this confi -
dence is now our collective 
responsibility,” he said.

“The entire world now 
recognises India’s capabil-
ity. BrahMos has strength-
ened our belief that India 
can turn its dreams into 
reality,” he said.

On the manufacturing of 
BrahMos at the Lucknow 
unit, Singh said the project 
symbolises India’s growing 
confi dence and capability in 
defence manufacturing.

Rajnath, Yogi fl ag 
off fi rst batch of 
Lucknow-made 
BrahMos missiles

India, Pak in war of words

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Oct 18: In a 
sharp escalation of rhetoric, 
Pakistan Army chief Field 
Marshal Syed Asim Munir 
Saturday warned India of a 
“decisive response” to even 
a minor provocation, saying 
there is “no space for war in 
a nuclearised environment”.

Munir was addressing 
a graduation ceremony of 
passing out army cadets at 
the premier Pakistan Mili-
tary Academy (PMA) Kakul 
at Abbottabad in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa.

“I advise and fi rmly cau-
tion India’s military leader-
ship that there is no space 
for war in a nuclearised en-
vironment,” he said.

“We will never be in-
timidated, not coerced by 
rhetoric and will respond 
decisively to even a minor 
provocation without any 
qualms,” the Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) said.

Referring to the recent 
military confl ict between 
India and Pakistan, Munir 
claimed that his country’s 
armed forces had demon-
strated “remarkable profes-
sionalism” and far-reaching 
capabilities by neutralising 
all threats and emerged vic-
torious against a numerical-
ly superior adversary.

India launched Operation 
Sindoor May 7, targeting ter-

ror infrastructure in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir in retaliation for 
the April 22 Pahalgam at-
tack that killed 26 civilians.

India and Pakistan reached 
an understanding May 10 to 
end the confl ict after four 
days of intense cross-border 
drone and missile strikes, 
following direct talks between 
the Directors General of Mili-
tary Operations (DGMOs) of 
the two militaries.

Munir also accused India of 
using terrorism as a weapon 
to destabilise Pakistan, saying 
a handful of terrorists cannot 
harm Pakistan and warned 
that “all proxies using Afghan 
soil would be raised to dust”, 
in an apparent reference to 
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP).

The Army chief also urged 
India to settle core issues 
as per international norms, 
an apparent reference to 
the Kashmir dispute, while 
reiterating Pakistan’s com-
mitment to provide “moral 
and diplomatic support” to 
the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

‘Decisive response’ to even 
minor provocation: Munir

20 new cybercrime police
stations to be operational

AGENCIES

Kabul, Oct 18: At least 
three Afghan cricketers 
were killed in a Pakistani 
airstrike in Afghanistan’s 
Paktika province, the Af-
ghanistan Cricket Board 
(ACB) confi rmed.  

The players had travelled 
from Urgun to Sharana, 
near the Pakistan border, 
to participate in a friendly 
cricket match. The ACB 

identi-
fi ed the 
deceased 
players as 
Kabeer, 
Sibghat-

ullah, and Haroon, adding 
that fi ve other civilians also 
lost their lives in the strike.

The ACB also announced 
its decision to withdraw 
from the upcoming Tri-Na-
tion T20I Series involving 
Pakistan, scheduled for late 
November, as a mark of re-
spect for the victims.  P10

3 Afghan cricketers 
die in Pak airstrike

ACB 
withdraws 

from 
upcoming 
tri-series

Sir David Attenborough makes history at 99
FAMED NARRATOR BECOMES OLDEST DAYTIME EMMY WINNER FOR SECRET LIVES OF ORANGUTANS

City shocker: Jharkhand minor girl
raped, rescued in critical condition
Major sex racket busted in Capital; 3 victims rescued, 4 arrested



Your thinking is expected 
to be immensely clear 
and focused this day. So says Ganesha. 
This, therefore is a great day for holding 
important meetings with colleagues and 
partners, for resolving vital issues, for en-
tering new tie business tie ups. Knowing 
what you want as well as how to get it 
will give you tremendous advantage. 

Today will be a day of joy, 
happiness and festivities on 
the home-front. You will try 
and spend as much time as possible with 
the children and will enthusiastically par-
ticipate in home improvement projects. 
You will be able to solve pending issues 
at home by taking an intelligent interest 
in them, says Ganesha.

You may not get the desired 
results inspite of working 
hard. You need to keep your 
weaknesses in mind, and your mistakes, 
before starting anew again. You will need 
to do more than necessary, if required, 
to make sure that your business relation-
ships stay strong. Finances will improve, 
says Ganesha.

Issues regarding religious 
beliefs and spirituality will 
surface today. Pursue your 
goals single-mindedly to attain success in 
the fi eld of your choice, and exploit your 
abilities and talents to the hilt, advises 
Ganesha. You will be more logical and 
calculative, rather than emotional, in 
matters of your relationships.

Life is the best teacher, they 
say. And today, you even ex-
perience this. You may learn 
to survive the neck-tight competition in 
the market. This may invite a lot of envy, 
but nothing shall bother you. Ganesha re-
minds you of the adage, 'To err is human, 
to forgive is divine,' so, it's fi ne even if 
you commit some errors.

Lengthy business meetings 
keep you occupied almost 
throughout the day. You 
may also do some value addition 
to your work by taking co-workers' 
suggestions and inputs, says Ganesha. 
Implementation of these inputs will 
prove highly benefi cial in the long run.

Now is the perfect time to 
showcase your talents and 
skills. You are all geared up to 
hit your target and do everything that 
is needed to be done. Your efforts 
will not go in vain as they will bear 
fruits for sure, says Ganesha. You will 
spend quality time with your family 
member and catch with old friends.

You will spend the day 
introspecting, but the mental 
peace will still seem distant. 
Some unavoidable circumstances will 
force you to handle the situations with dili-
gence, feels Ganesha. Due to your devotion 
to the Almighty and spiritualism, you will 
be able to deal with problems pretty well.

It is diffi cult for you to be 
part of one team and to work 
as a member on two teams, 
but today you can do anything you want. 
You will be able to show your expertise 
to your team today and will be praised by 
all. Women will make a profi t today and 
will feel encouraged.

Ganesha says the higher offi -
cials in your work place may 
be displeased with you and you will face 
issues with them. Due to this you will feel 
mentally depressed and down but towards 
the afternoon you will be able to please 
them with your impressive work ability. 

Ganesha says that you will 
feel tiredness and weakness 
but in the offi ce or business you will 
be relaxed , with less tension. Ganesha 
suggests that you should be careful to 
fulfi l new responsibilities entrusted to 
you. You will spend on travel.

Without apparent reason 
you may go into your shell 
today. No doubt you will 
acknowledge the contribution of others, 
but Ganesha says you have to do more than 
that; you will have to share your knowledge 
with your peers. Besides this, Ganesha says 
you need to cut down on your spending.
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

New Delhi: Bolly-
wood’s iconic trio — 
Shah Rukh Khan, Sal-

man Khan and Aamir 
Khan — made a rare 
joint appearance at 
an event in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, where 
the Khans hinted 
that they may work 

together for a project. 
Shah Rukh teased 

the possibility of a 
long-awaited collabor-
ation among the three.

“It’s been too long 
I’ve been humble... I’ve 
been too nice, too kind. 
I have to say, if three of 
us are in a project, it 

is a dream itself. Hope-
fully not a nightmare... 
Inshallah, whenever 
we get an opportunity, 
a story, we’re always 
sitting, whenever 
Aamir, Salman, and 
myself, we get togeth-
er... I feel thankful to 
be on the same stage 
with them,” he said.

Salman teased him 
and said, “So, Shah 
Rukh has this one 
thing. He keeps saying 
over and over again… 
I want him to say that 
here. Try and say that 
here that nobody can 
afford us three in a 
fi lm together. Say it.”

Shah Rukh replied, 
“I don’t want to say 
it in Saudi because 
everyone will get up 
and say, ‘Habibi, done, 
done, done!’ Afford-
ability isn’t just about 
money — it’s about 

time, eccentricities, 
and the way we work. 
We joke so much that 
any director will 
have to tell us to start 
working!”

Aamir said the 
three of them feel 
emotionally ready 
to come together 
for a fi lm.

“It’s just a 
matter of com-
ing across the 
right script. 
So hopeful-
ly... it's go-
ing to be 
the script 
that's go-
ing to be 
the most 
import-
ant for 
the 
three of 
us,” he 
said.
AGENCIES
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PULLING DOWN
An excavator demolishes 
an illegal construction at 

Salia Sahi in Bhubaneswar, 
Saturday

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: 
Awareness is the most power-
ful weapon to prevent cyber-
crime, a major challenge for 
the society today, Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi said 
while launching the ‘Cyber 
Security Awareness Campaign 
2025’ at Kalinga Stadium here 
Saturday.

Majhi said about 82 crore 
people of the country – 55 per 
cent of the population – are 
using internet today. India is 
second in the world in terms 
of internet usage.

“In our daily lives, we have 
become completely dependent 
on the digital system. Internet 
and technology have become 
indispensable for us. Today, 
internet users are becoming 
victims of crimes like cyber-
crime,” he said.

“Our government always 
gives importance to prevent-
ing these crimes. And for this, 
our government has taken steps 
like strengthening the cyber po-
lice, increasing awareness and 
creating a safe digital environ-
ment,” the CM said.

Praising the Odisha Police 
for its efforts in curbing cyber-
crime, the CM said that timely 
assistance has been provided 
to thousands of complainants 
through the National Cyber-
crime Reporting Portal and 
Cyber Helpline (1930).

“The main reason for most cy-
ber frauds is lack of awareness. 
For this, internet users have to 
be very careful, they have to be 
aware. Awareness is the most 
powerful weapon to prevent cy-
bercrime,” Majhi said.

“To make the public aware, 
the Odisha Police has start-

ed this awareness campaign 
today. People will be made 
aware of various aspects of cy-
ber frauds,” the CM said and 
urged all to join the campaign.

Expressing anger over in-
cidents of blackmailing and 
mental harassment of girls 
through internet, the CM di-
rected the Odisha Police to take 
strict action against those with 
such mentality. “Action will be 
taken against the police offi cers 
who fail to act on such com-
plaints,” Majhi said.

The CM fl agged off 16 aware-
ness chariots on the occasion. 
These chariots will be rolled 
out in all the districts of the 
state, except Nuapada, to create 
awareness for a month.

On the occasion, the CM ad-
ministered a pledge on cyber 
security to the guests, govern-
ment offi cials and students 
present.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Chief Secretary Manoj Ahuja 
thanked Odisha Police for the 
awareness programme and said 
that it is very important for 
everyone to be aware of cyber 
security. “This awareness pro-
gramme should not be limited 
to a programme of just one de-
partment but should be adopted 
by everyone,” Ahuja said.

Director General of Police 
Yogesh Bahadur Khurania 
welcomed everyone to the pro-
gramme and mentioned the 
steps taken by Odisha Police 
to curb cybercrimes. 

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: The Eco-
nomic Offences Wing (EOW) of 
Crime Branch claimed to have ar-
rested the Odisha head of ‘Hedgex 
Fund’ – a fi rm accused of duping 
around three lakh depositors in 
10 states to a tune of over `1,000 
crore on the promise of hefty re-
turns – from Cuttack Saturday.

Pratap Kumar Rout has been 
booked under Sections 420, 467, 
468, 471, and 120-B of the IPC, 4, 
5, and 6 of the Prize Chits and 
Money Circulation Schemes 
(Banning) Act, 66(D) of the In-
formation Technology Act, and 
21(1)(3) and 23 of the Banning 
of Unregulated Deposit 
Schemes Act, the inves-
tigating agency said in 
a media statement. The 
case was registered on 
the basis of a complaint fi led by 
Bijay Kumar Panigrahy, who 
alleged that he invested `92.6 
lakh in ‘Hedgex Fund’, whose 
designated partners include 
Dinesh Kumar Jain.

Rout persuaded Panigrahy to 
invest his retirement savings 
in ‘Hedgex Fund’ by promising 
monthly returns ranging from 
11 per cent to 18 per cent. Af-
ter a few months, the company 
stopped operations, blocking 
investors’ funds, it said.

“Rout, as the Odisha coordi-
nator, operated multiple bank 
accounts. He collected funds 

in cash and through ‘hawala’ 
channels, and organised pro-
motional meetings in Cuttack 
and Bhubaneswar to attract 
more investors,” the EOW said.

According to the EOW, the 
fraud followed a Ponzi scheme 
model, initially offering small 
periodic returns to gain inves-
tor trust before abruptly shut-
ting down operations and dis-
appearing with public money.

“Preliminary investigation 
revealed that ‘Hedgex Fund’ 
was registered with the Regis-
trar of Companies, Goa, in 2023. 
But its network spread across 
10 states — including Andhra 
Pradesh, West Bengal, Assam, 

Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gu-
jarat, Tamil Nadu and 
Odisha, affecting over 
three lakh depositors,” 

the EOW said. The total amount 
defrauded is estimated to exceed 
`1,000 crore. 

The company also fl oated 
several sister concerns, includ-
ing Kaushalaya Foundation, 
Lavya World, Frix Market, and 
Lavya International, between 
2023 and 2024 to deceive inves-
tors, it added. Rout and other 
top members allegedly used 
multiple mule and third-party 
accounts to conceal transac-
tions and mislead enforcement 
agencies. The EOW has recov-
ered several incriminating doc-
uments from Rout’s possession. 

CM: Awareness most powerful 
weapon to prevent cybercrime

EOW NABS PONZI 
FIRM STATE HEAD

`1,000CR 
FRAUD
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Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: Candi-
dates of the ruling BJP and the 
Opposition Congress Saturday 
fi led their nomination papers 
for the byelection to the Nua-
pada Assembly seat.

BJP candidate Jay Dholakia 
and Congress nominee Ghasi-
ram Majhi submitted two sets 
of papers each, an offi cial said.

Accompanied by BJP state 
president Manmohan Samal, 
ministers Rabinarayan Naik 
and Ganesh Ram Singkhuntia 
and a number of party MLAs, 
Dholakia reached the District 
Collector’s offi ce to submit his 
papers, leading a procession.

The procession, which saw 
the participation of hundreds 
of people, started from Khariar 
Road and touched various parts 
of the town before culminating 
near the Collector’s offi ce.

Majhi, a prominent tribal 
leader, also reached the Collec-

tor’s offi ce, leading a massive 
procession. He fi led the nomi-
nation papers in the presence 
of state Congress president 
Bhakta Charan Das, former 
minister Suresh Routray, and 
several senior party leaders.

Majhi, who contested as an 
Independent candidate for the 
seat in last year’s Assembly 
polls after being denied a Con-
gress ticket, had bagged the 
second position by securing 
around 51,000 votes.

The then state Congress 

president Sarat Pattanayak 
was the party candidate for the 
seat and had fi nished fourth in 
the race.

The BJD had bagged the 
seat, while the BJP came third. 
The bypoll was necessitated by 
the death of BJD MLA Rajen-
dra Dholakia, whose son Jay is 
this time the BJP’s candidate.

So far, five people, includ-
ing Shukadev Dandsena (Odi-
sha Janata Dal) and Purush-
ottam Behera (Independent), 
have submitted nomination 
papers for the bypoll, sched-
uled to be held November 11, 
officials said.

Sources said BJD candidate 
Snehangiri Chhuria will fi le 
her nomination paper on the 
last date, Monday.

The scrutiny of papers will 
be conducted October 22, and 
the last date for withdrawal of 
nomination is October 24. The 
votes will be counted Novem-
ber 14.

Jay, Ghasiram fi le nominations
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Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: East 
Coast Railway (ECoR) has tak-
en proactive steps to ensure the 
safety, security, and smooth 
movement of passengers amid 
the increased footfall during 
the ongoing festive season.

To manage the surge at rail-
way stations, strict queue sys-
tems have been put in place in 
both reserved and unreserved 
areas. Security personnel, in-
cluding Railway Protection 
Force (RPF), have been de-
ployed to maintain discipline 
and ensure orderly movement 
of passengers.

Passengers are being guided 
systematically to prevent over-
crowding and confusion, partic-

ularly during peak hours. ECoR 
has also implemented a coor-
dinated process for boarding 
passengers onto special trains.

Security staff and station 
personnel are strategically sta-
tioned at key points both inside 
the stations and in surround-
ing areas to maintain order.

Senior ECoR offi cials are 
closely monitoring the situa-
tion, employing measures such 
as real-time crowd monitoring, 
platform management, and in-
creased patrolling to minimise 
inconvenience to travelers.

ECoR advices passengers 
to arrive at stations well in 
advance and cooperate with 
railway staff and security per-
sonnel for a safe and comfort-
able journey.

ECoR gears 
up to handle 
festive rush

NUAPADA BYPOLL

So far, fi ve people, 
including Shukadev 
Dandsena (Odisha 
Janata Dal) and 
Purushottam Behera 
(Independent), have 
submitted nomination 
papers for the bypoll

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: The 
Health and Family Welfare 
(H&FW) department has 
sought the assistance of All 
India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS)-New Delhi and 
Government Medical College 
in Kottayam to reduce high 
mortality rate among open-
heart surgery patients at SCB 
Medical College and Hospital 
(SCBMCH) in Cuttack.

The step in this regard has 
been taken by the state gov-
ernment after the Orissa High 
Court expressed concern over 
the high mortality among pa-
tients undergoing open-heart 
surgery at Cardiothoracic and 
Vascular Surgery (CTVS) wing 
of SCBMCH.

“The matter has been taken 

up with All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, New Delhi 
and Government Medical Col-
lege, Kottayam which are in the 
government sector and have ex-
cellent track record. They have 
assured that they would depute 
team(s) which would guide the 
surgeons at SCBMCH, Cuttack 
so that concerted efforts can 
be made to reduce the mortali-
ty rates which, at this stage, is 
alarming,” H&FW department 
Commissioner-cum-Secretary 
Aswathy S informed the HC in 
an affi davit.

Around 17 per cent patients, 
who underwent such medical 
procedures between January 
2023 and August 2025, died af-
ter surgery at the CTVS wing 
of the premier hospital.

In the affi davit, the state gov-
ernment further stated that as 

far as open-heart surgery in 
the CTVS wing of SCBMCH 
is concerned, the availability 
of faculties in such super spe-
cialty disciplines in the state is 
very less. “Steps will be taken 

to engage more faculties and 
senior residents on contractual 
or regular mode with appropri-
ate remuneration, so that there 
is no dislocation and let up in 
the patient care so far as open-

heart surgery is concerned,” 
the affi davit said, adding that 
formation of a second team for 
cardiac surgery is not feasible 
until additional three CTVS 
surgeons are available.

The affi davit also stated that 
steps would be taken to send the 
existing faculties in CTVS and 
critical care for exposure visit 
as well as advanced training. 
The already trained faculties 
posted in other medical colleges 
of the state shall be deployed 
during the major surgeries.

Further, steps were being 
taken to invite expert team 
from AIIMS-New Delhi for guid-
ance, hands on training, devel-
oping the skill and confi dence 
of the faculties, nursing and 
other paramedics for conduct-
ing the heart surgeries and sug-
gesting in equipping the opera-

tion theatre and intensive care 
unit with appropriate modern 
equipment and instrument for 
the best outcome in patients 
who are undergoing cardiac 
surgeries. 

There is no dispute that 
open-heart surgery is a major 
surgery. It can be a life-saving 
operation for some. Open-heart 
surgery improves their health, 
making it easier for them to do 
everyday tasks. This can give 
them a better quality of life. 
There are several risks and 
complications of open-heart 
surgery but if it is properly 
planned and a team of experts 
carry out the surgery, there 
are good chances of success, 
the HC observed in an order 
in this regard while posting 
the matter for further hearing 
November 27.

Govt seeks experts’ help over open-heart surgeries

ORMAS Diwali stall
in City showcases 
rural craft, tradition
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: Odi-
sha Rural Development and 
Marketing Society (ORMAS) 
has set up a special Diwali stall 
near SIRD campus in Unit-8 
area here, featuring a vibrant 
collection of traditional and 
eco-friendly handmade prod-
ucts crafted by rural artisans 
from across the state.

Inaugurating the stall, OR-
MAS Chief Executive Offi cer 
Monica Priyadarshini said the 
initiative aims to connect urban 
consumers directly with rural 
producers. “It is not just a mar-
ket, but a bridge between rural 
skills and urban appreciation,” 
she remarked. Priyadarshi-
ni interacted with producer 
groups from various districts, 
encouraging them to continue 
creating high-quality and in-
novative products that refl ect 
Odisha’s rich cultural heritage.

The stall will remain open 
to the public from 10:00am to 
10:00pm daily till October 21, 
offering a festive shopping ex-
perience steeped in tradition.

Visitors can explore a wide 
range of products including 
earthen lamps, terracotta idols, 
ragi laddus, coconut oil, hand-
made brooms, traditional delica-
cies, handicrafts, and handloom 
items—all made by skilled rural 
artisans. Adding to the festive 
spirit, unique gift hampers 
prepared by producer groups 
from Ganjam district—such as 
the chocolate gift hamper and 
pickle gift hamper—have al-
ready become crowd favourites.

Producer groups from Ganjam, 
Nayagarh, Khurda, Boudh, and 
Subarnapur districts are partic-
ipating in the event, showcasing 
Odisha’s diverse craftsmanship.

Security personnel, 
including Railway 
Protection Force, 
have been deployed 
to maintain discipline 
and ensure orderly 
movement of 
passengers

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, Oct 18: The Mother’s 
love transcends all time, said 
Dharitri and Orissa POST 
Editor Tathagata Satpathy at 
the golden jubilee celebration 
of Sri Aurobindo Dham Pur-
nanga Shiksha Kendra here 
Saturday.

Attending the event’s second 
session as chief guest, Satpathy 

observed that all philosophers 
— whether Swami Vivekanan-
da or Sri Aurobindo — were 
great, but each belonged to a 
particular time period.

“The Mother’s love, how-
ever, transcends all time. Her 
boundless affection, tender-
ness, and compassion could 
melt even the hardest or most 
disbelieving of hearts,” Satp-

athy said. “Her love was lim-
itless. She loved everyone so 
deeply that there was no space 
for anything else in her heart 
— I have witnessed it myself,” 
he added.

Among those present were 
Information and Public Rela-
tions Offi cer Santosh Kumar 
Sethi, Srimandir Chhatisha 
Nijog Nayak Janardhan Pat-

joshi Mahapatra, and the edu-
cational institution’s govern-
ing body chairperson Akshay 
Kumar Mishra.

The event concluded with 
expressions of gratitude to 
all who contributed to the in-
stitution’s 50-year journey in 
advancing integral education 
inspired by Sri Aurobindo and 
The Mother.

The Mother’s love transcends all time: Satpathy
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

33.8° 31.6°
22.6° 21.4°
73% 81%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Fog/mist in the 
morning 

and partly cloudy 
sky later

I, Devaraj Tripathi, S/o 
- Late Ananda Chandra 
Tripathi, resident 
of  plot no. 1203/A, 
Nilakanthanagar, 
Nayapalli, P.S - 
Nayapalli, PIN - 751012, 
Bhubanesware, Odisha 
declare by this affi davit 
No. 848, dtd - 17.10.2025 
that for all purposes 
I shall be known and 
signed as Devaraj 
Tripathi according to 
my Matric Certifi cate 
and Aadhaar Card, 
instead of  Devraj 
Tripathi which 
refl ects in some of  my 
documents.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: This 
year’s European Research 
Day was held in Bhubaneswar 
at the Mayfair Convention, in 
collaboration with the delega-
tion of the European Union to 
India and EURAXESS India, 
and supported by KIIT Univer-
sity and the Bhubaneswar City 
Knowledge Innovation Cluster.

The event highlighted the 
strategic research and inno-
vation partnership between 
the EU and India, showcasing 
opportunities for Indian stu-
dents to apply for prestigious 
fellowships and for researchers 
to collaborate with the EU and 
its member states.

Tailored for the academic 
community in and around 
Bhubaneswar, the event spot-
lighted funding opportunities 
and collaborative projects un-
der Horizon Europe, includ-
ing EU-India co-funding calls, 
European Research Council 
and Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
Actions grants, as well as re-

search, innovation, and fel-
lowship programmes offered 
by EU member states. During 
the event, participants had 
the opportunity to interact 
directly with distinguished 
offi cials from Czechia, France, 
Germany, Hungary, and the 
Netherlands. These experts 
highlighted opportunities for 
bilateral cooperation and ca-
reer development aimed at fos-
tering collaborative research 
initiatives. Attendees also 
gained valuable insights into 

the support services offered by 
the EURAXESS India network, 
which facilitates EU-India re-
search collaborations and ca-
reer opportunities in Europe.

The event began with a wel-
come address by Pierrick Fil-
lon-Ashida, First Counsellor 
at the delegation of the EU to 
India, followed by a keynote 
speech from Prof Mrutyunjay 
Suar, Director General (R&D 
and Innovation), KIIT Uni-
versity Bhubaneswar. Partic-
ipants heard testimonies on 

EU fellowships and ongoing 
EU-India collaborations, while 
representatives from various 
EU countries showcased re-
search, innovation, and study 
opportunities in Europe. 

The event concluded with 
remarks from Namrata Mis-
ra, CEO of Bhubaneswar City 
Knowledge Innovation Cluster, 
and Samrat S Kumar of EU-
RAXESS India. A networking 
session provided participants 
with further opportunities for 
engagement and dialogue.

The European Union (EU), 
comprising 27 countries, is home 
to the world’s second-largest 
economy and the third-largest 
population, after China and In-
dia. Despite its diversity, all EU 
member states share core values 
of peace, democracy, the rule 
of law, and respect for human 
rights. EU-India Cooperation 
on Mobility and Career Devel-
opment: Europe remains a key 
destination for higher studies and 
research for Indian students, with 
nearly 100,000 currently pursuing 
education across the EU.

Exploring EU-India opportunities in collaboration
EUROPEAN RESEARCH DAY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: Under 
its Affordable Housing Project 
(AHP), Bhubaneswar Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) allotted 
housing units to 44 families 
through a transparent lottery 
system, selected from a total of 
274 families currently residing 
along the left parallel road of 
Salia Sahi in Ward No. 21.

BMC has taken the necessary 
steps to relocate the 44 families 
to the Buddha Vihar Housing 
Project at Chandrasekharpur. 
Based on a preliminary sur-
vey, 274 benefi ciaries were 
provisionally selected for allot-
ment of AHP houses at Chan-
drasekharpur. The corporation 
clarifi ed that the houses will be 
handed over only after verifi ca-
tion of all relevant documents.

As per the eviction and re-
settlement policy, arrange-
ments have been made to pro-
vide basic assistance to the 
affected families during relo-

cation — including transport 
facilities, food for three days, 
temporary electricity connec-
tions, and water supply in co-
ordination with agencies such 
as TPCODL and WATCO.

Each allotted house is priced 
at ̀ 6 lakh, while the benefi ciary 
will have to contribute only ̀ 1.5 
lakh. Those unable to pay this 
amount can contribute `15,000 
upfront and avail the remaining 
amount through bank loans. For 

this purpose, BMC has facilitat-
ed coordination with selected 
banks to assist the benefi ciaries.

To simplify the loan process, 
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) was signed between 
HDFC Bank and BMC recently.

At the special function, Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
Minister Krushna Chandra Ma-
hapatra attended as chief guest. 
Other dignitaries including 
BMC Mayor Sulochana Das, dep-

uty mayor Manjulata Kanhar, 
BMC commissioner Chanchal 
Rana, Slum Settlement Stand-
ing Committee chairperson 
Mahamaya Swain, corporator 
Pritinanda Rautray, and senior 
HDFC Bank offi cials Arju-
nananda Bag (zonal head) and 
Sushanta Kumar Panigrahi 
(cluster head), among others 
joined the event. 

Expressing his views, Ma-
hapatra reiterated that every 
eligible person will be provided 
housing and no one will be left 
out. “The state government has 
launched several schemes to en-
sure housing for all. Besides the 
economically weaker sections, 
many middle-class and up-
per-middle-class families in Bhu-
baneswar also lack their own 
homes. Initiatives are already 
underway to provide affordable 
houses to them, ranging from ̀ 14 
lakh to `50 lakh. The work is in 
progress, and houses will soon 
be allotted through the lottery 
system,” he added.

Housing units to 44 families in Salia Sahi
POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Oct 18: The Cuttack 
District Chess Association 
Saturday inaugurated the Cut-
tack District Senior and State 
School Chess Competition at 
Harshagate, Barabati Stadi-
um. The event began with the 
ceremonial fi rst move by senior 
mentor Chaudhary Pradyumna 
Kumar Mishra.

The two-day tournament has 
attracted a record 246 partici-
pants, including 46 international 
FIDE-rated players from 14 dis-
tricts of Odisha. The junior cat-
egory features 50 girls, while 40 
senior players represent Cuttack 
district. Participants range in age 
from 4 to 72 years, refl ecting the 
inclusive spirit of the competition.

After four rounds of play on 
Day 1, Topsin Shraddha Shar-
mika Nanda, Om Surap Pachi, 
Ishani Das, Subhasish Barik, 
Sai Pratrisha Behera, and Ad-
itya Das jointly top the junior 
category with 4 points each. 
In the senior category, Ravin-
dra Kumar Ojha leads with 
4 points, followed by Harshit 
Ranjan Sahu with 3.5 points 
and Nilshu Patnaik in third 
place with 3 points.

Cuttack District Chess  
Competition launched

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: Marking 
25 glorious years of excellence, 
Loyola School hosted a marathon 
here Saturday. The event began 
with the lighting of the ceremonial 
lamp by popular actress and chief 
guest Varsha Priyadarshini, along 
with Rector Father Augustine 
Ezhakunnel SJ, Principal Father 
A Amaladoss SJ, Vice Principal 
(Senior Section) Nandita Pattan-
ayak, and Vice Principal (Junior 
Section) Sister Esther Toppo.

This was followed by an address 
by Principal Father A Amaladoss  
who expressed gratitude to the 600 

participants—including students 
from Classes V to XII, alumni, par-
ents, teachers, and sponsors. The 
marathon was then fl agged off 
from the school premises by Rec-
tor Father Augustine Ezhakun-
nel SJ. The participants covered 
distances of 1 km (for students 
of Classes V and VI), 2 km (for 
Classes VII and VIII), and 4 km 
(for Classes IX to XII, parents, 
alumni, and teachers). 

On the occasion, a free eye check-
up camp, a health screening camp, 
and a blood donation camp were 
organised in collaboration with 
Titan Eye Plus, GenX Diagnostics, 
and the Red Cross, respectively. 

Loyola School celebrates 
25 years with marathon

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: Rev-
enue offi cers should focus on 
making revenue services sim-
pler, more citizen-centric, and 
accessible within a specifi ed 
timeframe. It has become es-
sential to introduce necessary 
amendments and reforms to 
the Revenue laws, said Reve-
nue and Disaster Management 
Minister Suresh Pujari while 
addressing offi cers at the two-
day Central Region Revenue 
Conference at the Revenue Offi -
cers’ Training Institute (ROTI) 
here Saturday.

Minister Pujari stated that 
revenue laws must be simpli-
fi ed keeping in view the in-
terests of the general public. 

The use of modern technolog-
ical knowledge can make the 
delivery of revenue services 
more effi cient.

He urged revenue offi cers to 
take proactive steps to resolve 
people’s land-related issues, en-
suring citizens receive proper 
and timely services. Protect-
ing government property and 
removing encroachments are 
among the key responsibilities 
of revenue offi cers. He also em-
phasised the need to facilitate 
the acquisition of land for gov-
ernment projects. “Tahasildars 
should prepare a database on 
the land status within their ju-
risdictions,” he directed.

Although the scope of re-
sponsibilities for revenue of-
fi cers has expanded over time, 

they must still ensure timely 
service delivery to the public. 
Achieving this will contribute 
to the goal of a prosperous Odi-
sha by 2036 and a developed In-
dia by 2047, the Minister added.

Speaking as the chief guest, 
Additional Chief Secretary 
and Member of the Odisha 
Revenue Board Deoranjan Ku-
mar Singh said that while the 
government has enacted several 
laws for the welfare of citizens, 
their successful implementation 
lies in the hands of revenue offi -
cers. They must be diligent and 
sincere in this regard so that the 
public can truly benefi t from the 
revenue services.

The event, presided over by 
Revenue Divisional Commis-
sioner, Central Division, Gu-
ha Poonam Tapas Kumar, saw 
participation from Collectors 
of 10 districts of the central 
region through virtual mode, 
along with 9 Additional Dis-
trict Magistrates (Revenue), 
16 Sub-Collectors, 112 Tahasil-
dars, 10 District Registrars, 
62 Assistant Registrars, and 4 
District Welfare Offi cers.

In her welcome address, 
Commissioner Kumar said 
that the main aim of the con-
ference is to make revenue ad-
ministration more citizen-ori-
ented, review existing laws 
and government guidelines, 
and create awareness among 
offi cers through expert dis-
cussions on various aspects 
of revenue administration 
and law.

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Oct 18: The 
book Mrs Happily Single, au-
thored by Shubha Sarma and 
published by Niyogi Books, 
was released at Gita Govinda 
Sadan Saturday. The book, 
focusing on self-discovery, 
challenging societal norms, 
and fi nding happiness, has 
resonated with readers for its 
realistic portrayal of a wom-
an’s inner journey.

The event was attended 
by several distinguished 
guests, including Chief 
Executive of Dharitri and 
Orissa POST Adyasha Satpathy, 
eminent author Tarun Kanti 
Mishra, writer Satya Mishra, and 
Odisha Sahitya Akademi secre-
tary Chandra Sekhar Hota. The 
ceremony also saw the presence 

of numerous readers, civil ser-
vants, academicians, and writers.

Expressing her gratitude, 
author Sarma said, “Writing 
this book took four to fi ve 
years. It’s a journey of refl ec-
tion and resilience, encourag-
ing women to embrace them-
selves rather than over-priori-
tise family or societal expecta-

tions.” Reading a passage from 
her novel, she added, “Novels 
take time to build characters 
and moments. Sometimes you 
even forget where you left off 
but every word becomes part of 
the story’s emotional fabric.”

Speaking about the book, 
Satpathy remarked, “Mrs 
Happily Single begins with 

a simplicity that immediate-
ly engages the reader. The 
story of Malini, the protago-
nist, beautifully captures the 
complexity of a woman torn 
between her career and fam-
ily. Her decision to leave her 
marriage with dignity makes 
her a symbol of strength.”

She further added, “What 
makes this book remarkable 
is its honesty — it doesn’t glo-
rify pain, nor does it preach. 
It simply mirrors the inner 
strength every woman pos-
sesses but often forgets in the 
noise of expectations.”

The evening concluded with 
an engaging discussion on 
book's protagonist Malini and 
different characters of the book 
and women’s empowerment 
and the courage to redefi ne 
happiness on one’s own terms.

Revenue services must 
be citizen-centric: Min

‘Mrs Happily Single’ launched in City

BOOK LAUNCH: ‘Mrs Happily Single’, the book authored by Shubha Sarma (in pic), was launched at Gita Govinda Sadan, Bhubaneswar, Saturday. 
Chief Executive of Dharitri and Orissa POST Adyasha Satpathy, eminent author Tarun Kanti Mishra, writer Satya Mishra, and Odisha Sahitya 
Akademi secretary Chandra Sekhar Hota were present on the occasion                   OP PHOTO

Dignitaries at the event
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Malkangiri, Oct 18: 
Three persons were killed 
and another sustained 
critical injuries after two 
motorcycles collided head-
on near Tekaguda village 
under Korukonda police 
limits in Malkangiri dis-
trict Saturday morning.

According to reports, 
around 8:30am, Mohan 
Majhi (26), and his rela-
tive Madhu Jani of Suli-
ya Colony in Korukonda 
block were travelling 
towards Malkangiri on a 
motorcycle when anoth-
er two-wheeler coming 
from the opposite direc-
tion, en route Balimela, 
rammed into their bike 
near Tekaguda Square. 
The second bike was re-
portedly carrying Jamu-
na Sardar and his relative 
Ram Kumar, both resi-
dents of MV-36 village.

The impact of the col-
lision was so severe that 
Majhi died on the spot. 
Locals immediately called 

for an ambulance and 
rushed the other three 
victims — Sardar, Ram 
Kumar, and Jani — to the 
Malkangiri district head-
quarters hospital (DHH). 
However, Sardar and 
Ram Kumar succumbed 
to their injuries while un-
dergoing treatment. Jani 
remains in critical condi-
tion, hospital sources said.

Upon being informed, 
Korukonda police 
reached the accident site, 
recovered the body, and 
sent them for post-mor-
tem examination. The 
body of Majhi was hand-
ed over to his family 
members after the autop-
sy. Meanwhile, the identi-
ties of Sardar’s and Ram 
Kumar’s family members 
were not immediately es-
tablished. The two bodies 
have been kept at the hos-
pital morgue until their 
families are identifi ed, 
said Korukonda police 
station offi cer-in-charge 
Himanshu Sekhar Barik.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhadrak, Oct 18: Odisha’s 
livestock sector, a key source 
of livelihood for many rural 
and landless families, is reel-
ing under a severe shortage of 
animal aid centres and live-
stock inspectors. With more 
than 40% of posts lying vacant, 
many centres are either non-
functional or overstretched, 
leaving farmers without timely 
veterinary care.

The state has 3,239 animal 
aid centres across 6,798 pan-
chayats, in addition to 91 cen-
tres in government farms and 
other facilities. In total, 3,330 
centres are operating, but only 
1,928 livestock inspectors are 
currently in service. Anoth-
er 91 inspectors are posted in 
farms and related facilities. 
This leaves 1,402 positions va-
cant, meaning around 42% of 
centres do not have inspectors, 
according to Lalitendu Dalei, 
state secretary of the All-India 
Livestock Inspectors’ Profes-
sional Employees’ Association.

In Bhadrak district, 114 
centres are functioning with 
only 66 inspectors. Besides 
treatment, inspectors are en-
gaged in implementing var-
ious government schemes 
such as the Chief Minister’s 
Kamadhenu Yojana, the Chief 
Minister’s Agriculture Enter-
prise Scheme, the National 
Livelihood Mission, livestock 
census, fodder cultivation, goat 
rearing, vaccination, artifi cial 

insemination, and insurance 
coverage. As frontline work-
ers, they provide immediate 
medical services at farmers’ 
doorsteps.

In 2006, the state Director-
ate of Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services had 
announced plans to open one 
animal aid centre in every pan-
chayat. However, the plan re-
mains on paper. With a change 
in government, expectations 
have risen that this long-de-
layed notifi cation may fi nally 
be implemented.

Meanwhile, out of 667 posts 
in the veterinary technician 
(VT) cadre, 135 remain va-
cant, adding to the workload 
of inspectors. Many inspectors 
said they are under pressure, 
handling multiple responsibili-
ties without adequate support. 
Despite raising long-pending 
demands, they claim their 
concerns are often ignored 
as they are considered low-
er-level employees. The Odi-
sha Non-Gazetted Veterinary 

Professionals’ Association 
has written several letters to 
the department, but inspectors 
said they rarely get a chance 
to discuss their issues directly 
with the director.

“At the grassroots, inspec-
tors not only provide veteri-
nary services but also imple-
ment government schemes. 
We are expected to meet de-
partmental targets, handle 
fi eldwork, and manage online 
reporting. Unfortunately, the 
fi rst six years of service are 
not counted in career progres-
sion. Our demands have been 
pending for years without 
resolution. We hope the new 
government will take steps to 
fulfi ll them.” said Dalei. 

“After the recent interviews 
for inspector posts, some can-
didates are undergoing train-
ing. Once they complete it, they 
will be appointed, which will 
help fi ll a portion of the vacan-
cies.” Said Dr. Hrushikesh Be-
hera, chief district veterinary 
offi cer, Bhadrak.

Animal Aid Centre shortage
hits livestock farmers hard
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Bhanjanagar, Oct 18: 
A high-level committee 
led by Bhanjanagar MLA 
Pradyumna Kumar Nayak 
conducted a survey to iden-
tify an alternative route for 
Kalinga Ghat, which has 
remained blocked for over 
a month following land-
slides. The move comes as 
the existing road is yet to 

be restored and National 
Highway authorities have 
been criticised for the slow 
pace of work, affecting lo-
cal commuters.

The National High-
way Division informed 
during a review meet-
ing in Bhanjanagar that 
work is underway, aim-
ing to allow four-wheeler 
and two-wheeler vehicles 

on the road on a trial ba-
sis by October 25. How-
ever, local residents de-
manded that another ex-
isting temporary route be 
upgraded and opened for 
daily use to ensure long-
term connectivity.

During the survey, the 
committee found no ma-
jor landslides along the 
approximately fi ve-kilo-
metre stretch. Offi cials 
discussed how the route 
could function as a per-
manent alternative in 
the future. Government 
approval for the alterna-
tive road is expected in 
the coming days.

Offi cials present during 
the survey included Bhan-
janagar Sub-Collector 
Uma Shankar Behera, 
DFO Himanshu Shekhar 
Mohanty, Jagannath-
prasad Block Vice Chair-
man Neelachal Khilar, 
senior offi cers from the 
Public Works, Rural Devel-
opment, Minor Irrigation, 
and other departments. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Hatadihi, Oct 18: Residents of 
Karagola in Ambho panchayat 
ended their two-day protest out-
side the Anandapur sub-collec-
tor’s offi ce in Keonjhar Saturday 
after authorities launched crack-
down against illegal sand min-
ing from the Baitarani riverbed.

A team comprising district 
mining offi cer, tehsildar, SD-
PO, police IIC, enforcement unit 
and other offi cials arrived at the 
riverbed to begin enforcement. 
Trenches were dug on the ac-

cess road to block the movement 
of sand-laden vehicles.

Offi cials also found a newly 
constructed road to the sandbed, 
felled trees, and an embank-
ment purportedly built on the 
riverbed by the sand mafi a to 
divert the natural fl ow of water.

Notably, an earlier attempt 
by the tehsildar and mining 
offi cials to dig a similar trench 
was failed after receiving al-
leged death threats from the 
sand mafi a. However, no sus-
pects have yet been identifi ed 

in that incident, nor any action 
have been taken against those 
believed to have built the road, 
felled trees or altered the river’s 
course.

Sub-Collector Nila Madhab 
Suna said, “The sit-in by the res-
idents was withdrawn around 
2 pm.” He said the diverted 
stream would be restored to its 
natural course and raids would 
continue regularly.

“Illegal sand transport will 
not be tolerated under any cir-
cumstances,” Suna said.

Anandapur: A court here in Anandpur Saturday sentenced two men to life imprisonment for the brutal 
murder of four brothers in Panchugochhia village under Anandapur police limits in Keonjhar district in 
2002. According to case records, in July 2002, villagers Dhaneswar Ojha and Damodar Ojha attacked and 
killed four brothers — Jaldhar Dalai, Budhia Dalai, Sadhu Dalai and Uddhab Dalai — over past enmity. The 
victims were allegedly chased down and assaulted with lethal weapons on the village road, leading to their 
deaths. Initially, seven persons were named in the case, but four were later acquitted for lack of evidence, 
while one of the accused has since died. After examining 25 witnesses and 80 documents, the Anandapur 
Additional District and Sessions Judge found Dhaneswar and Damodar guilty under sections 302 and 149 of 
the Indian Penal Code. Both convicts were sentenced to life imprisonment and fi ned `1 lakh each. Failure to 
pay the fi ne will result in an additional two years of rigorous imprisonment, the court ordered.

Two get life term for 2002 murder

Survey fi nds alternative
for Kalinga Ghat road

Three killed, one critically injured in 
head-on bike collision in Malkangiri
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Baripada, Oct 18: The Si-
milipal Tiger Reserve (STR) 
in Odisha's Mayurbhanj re-
opened for tourists Saturday, 
after remaining shut during 
the monsoon months, an offi-
cial notification said.

The STR, spread over 2,759 
sq km, was closed from June 
30 to October 17.

According to the revised 
guidelines, a total of 60 vehi-
cles will be permitted to enter 
the reserve each day, with 35 
from the Jashipur gate and 25 
through the Pithabata check 
gate near Baripada.

According to a notification 
issued by STR Field Director 
Prakash Chand Gogineni, 
tourists can enter the park 
between 5:00 am and 9:00 am 

from the Jashipur side, and 
between 8:00 am and 9:00 am 
from the Pithabata gate. All 
visitors must exit the reserve 

by 6:00 am on the same day.
Notably, rare melanistic ti-

gers, the Royal Bengal Tiger, 
leopards, Asian elephants, 
barking deer, four-horned 
antelopes and giant squirrels 
are among the prime attrac-
tions at the Similipal Tiger 
Reserve. It also has a variety 
of plant species, 96 types of or-
chids, 242 categories of birds 
and 30 reptiles, an offi cial said.

Admin cracks down on illegal sand
mining following local protestMahakalapara: A 4-year-old boy 

reportedly died Saturday after 
accidentally falling into a burning 
chullah during preparations of 
food for a death anniversary 
feast at Pareshwarpur village 
under Mahakalapara block in 
Kendrapada district. The deceased, 
Omkar Pradhan, reportedly slipped 
and fell into the burning chullah 
during preparation of food for 
the ‘shraddha’ ceremony of his 
deceased grandfather. He was 
rushed to the nearby hospital, but 
as his condition worsened, he was 
referred to SCB Medical College 
and Hospital in Cuttack, where he 
died during treatment.

4-yr old dies after falling 
into burning chullah

Similipal Tiger Reserve reopens Engg student drowns 
at Tunki waterfall
POST NEWS NETWORK

Udala, Oct 18: An engineer-
ing diploma student identi-
fied as Soumit Kumar Patra 
of the Murugabadi area in 
Baripada reportedly drowned 
at Tunki Waterfall under 
Khunta police limits in Ma-
yurbhanj, authorities said.

According to police, Soumit 
had visited the waterfall with 
a friend. 

He went into the water to 
bathe while his friend re-
mained outside to record 
video. Soumit reportedly 
slipped and was swept into 
deep waters.

Locals rushed to the spot 
and alerted the fire depart-
ment who recovered him and 
took him to hospital, where 
doctors declared him dead.



W hen was the last time you read or saw something about India 
and the G20? And what do you recall from that memory? 
Like me, for many readers, the answers are most likely to 

be: When India was in the presidency a couple of years ago, and the 
posters and hoardings about India’s presidency.

If asked what outcomes were achieved in that presidency or what 
plans exist to follow up with what we initiated, I do not have an answer 
because, like you, I do not know. The G20 thing was an opportunity 
for an event, and that event is over.

A few days ago, again, India went to the United Nations and asked 
that the institution reform itself. Formed in 1945 just after World War 
2 ended and two years before Indian independence, the UN Security 
Council retains the same fi ve permanent members. When India uses 
the words UN reform, what we mean is that we also want a permanent 
seat in the Security Council, with a veto.

In the words of our foreign minister, ‘The historical injustice done 
to Africa should be redressed. Both permanent and non-permanent 
membership of the Council must be expanded. A reformed Council 
must be truly representative. And India stands ready to assume greater 
responsibilities.’

These greater responsibilities that we are ready to assume is the sub-
ject of this piece. It is fi ne to have ambition; 
the question is what we want to do with it.

The BJP’s 2024 manifesto, like the one 
in 2019, has a line about this. It reads: ‘We 
are committed to seeking permanent mem-
bership in the UN Security Council to el-
evate Bharat’s position in global decision 
making.’ 

How would this be secured? This was 
not elaborated on. What would India say to 
convince all fi ve permanent members and 
two-thirds of the general assembly that it 
should be given more power? What was the 
pathway to becoming more popular with 
the world? No mention of that.

Other than the idea that India was en-
titled to more than it had and should be 
given it by the world, there appears to be 
no direct and specifi c aim of this aspect of 
foreign policy.

Let us suppose we got this seat. What 
would we do with it that we cannot do 
today? No clarity on that either. On Gaza 
and Ukraine, the two most pressing global 
issues of our time, India’s contribution has 
been to abstain from crucial votes in the 
UN. Having or not having the veto would 
have made no difference when there is 
nothing one has to say to the world.

China’s rise since 1990 to superpower 
has come on the back of industrial policy 
and economic growth, not on the basis of 
its UNSC seat. 

In the 2014 manifesto, the BJP said 
that in the foreign policy of its predeces-
sor the UPA, ‘instead of clarity, we have 
seen confusion’ and because of ‘absence of 
statecraft’, India ‘is seen to be fl oundering, 
whereas it should have been engaging with the world with confi dence’.

Under Manmohan Singh India had ‘failed to establish enduring 
friendly and cooperative relations with India’s neighbours’ and ‘In-
dia and its neighbours have drifted apart’. The party would correct 
this and ‘strengthen SAARC’. The fact is that SAARC has not met 
since November 2014, because we do not have any interest in it. The 
leaders of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka have all changed since that summit meeting. India has the 
same person at the helm. 

We cannot even bring our neighbourhood together but believe that 
if given more power at the UN we can reform the world. The BJP’s 
manifestos tell us the party will do more to link with ASEAN, but 
we chose in 2019 not to join the free trade agreement spearheaded by 
ASEAN, the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership.

The words ‘vasudhaiva kutumbakam’ appear in the manifestos but 
try telling Rohingya fl eeing genocide that India sees humanity as a 
joint family. Try telling the Bangladeshi refugee that, or those excluded 
from the Citizenship Amendment Act. There is no value residing in 
those two words and they offer nothing other than platitudes.

The question we must then come to is this: If we do not have a path-
way of getting there and if we do not know what we will do with our 
veto, why are we clamouring for a bigger role? The answer takes us 
back to where we started in this column. It gives us a forum to strut 
about and pretend we are the leader of the world and the leading light 
of the global community.

It is another place where we can pretend we are relevant, and can 
display our personalised and very physical diplomacy.

The world knows this. It has observed us and has heard our words 
and our silences and abstentions. It does not for a moment buy the 
idea that any one nation ‘deserves’ a thing more than the rest of them. 

It is for this reason that it is a good thing that the government has 
not laid out a pathway to getting to a UNSC permanent seat. If it did, 
there would be questions for which it has no answers.

O
n 17th October 2025, 
the Supreme Court 
of India has rejected 
the petition fi led by 

the International Pharmaceu-
tical Giant, Roche, against the 
Delhi High Court’s order al-
lowing the domestic pharma 
company, Natco, to market 
the generic version of Ris-
diplam, the only available 
remedy in India.  The Delhi 
High Court has refused on 9th 
October to provide injunction 
against the selling of generic 
version of only drug available 
for treating spinal muscular 
atrophy (SMA)bringing huge 
relief to the SMA patients and 
care giver. At present very 
expensive unaffordable treat-
ment is available in our coun-
try as the medicine is under 
patent protection. The SC’s 
decision once again proved 
India’s philosophy of peoples’ 
interest is above profi ts.   

The Swiss company, F 
Hoffmann-La Roche Limited, 
holds Indian patent for this 
drug in 2015 and is valid till 
2035. The company claims that 
it is a new chemical entity and 
does not cover the company’s 
earlier patents. The Natco 
argued that Roche is trying 
to get the patent protection 
without much advancement 
of science, something called 
evergreening. Roche had 
earlier fi led petition against 
the Indian Pharma Natco’s 
plan to market the generic 
version of Risdiplam at Delhi 
High Court. Delhi High Court 
bench in its verdict says there 
is no reason to intervene the 
single judge verdict allowing 
Natco Pharma to market ge-
neric version. The generic 
version of the medicine is ex-
pected to bring the treatment 
cost down from   Rs 600,000 
to Rs 15,900 per bottle. SMA 
is a rare genetic disorder for 

which no affordable treatment 
is available. 

Spinal muscular atrophy is 
a very severe genetic disorder 
mostly affecting newborns, 
toddlers, and young adults. 
It affects the muscles in the 
limbs, face, chest, throat and 
tongue. Thus, the disease caus-
es movement loss (adversely 
affecting walking) and, in 
some cases, death from respi-
ratory failure. There would 
be progressive weakness and 
muscle wasting. The weakness 
tends to be more severe in the 
muscles that are close to the 
centre of the body (proximal) 
compared to muscles away 
from the body’s centre (distal). 
The muscle weakness usually 
worsens with age. There are 
many types of spinal muscu-
lar atrophy that are caused 
by changes in the same genes. 
The new treatments are the 
hope for the parents and chil-
dren. There are three drugs 
available globally: Zolgens-
ma, Risdiplamand Nusiner-

sane. Risdiplam (brand name 
Evrysdi) is marketed by Roche 
is only available in our coun-
try. The novel therapies pro-
vide a much needed relieve: 
the children with SMA type 1 
who could not even hold the 
head are now walking if the 
treatment is started early. The 
novel treatment is available 
but access to the treatmentis 
a big question mark. The treat-
ment is essential for success-
ful outcomes and well-being of 
these unfortunate individuals.

The question-and-answer 
session in the parliament 
(11 February 2022) confi rms 
that National registry has 
295 Spinal Muscular Atrophy 
cases. Of them, 188 (63.70%) 
are male and 107 (37.30 %) 
are female. Preliminary 
analysis of age distribution 
of the cases (N=295) are as 
follows: <1 year-140 (47.5%); 
1 to <5 years- 91 (30.8%); 5 to 
<10 years-9(3.1%) and Not 
Known-46(15.6%). The gov-
ernment cannot do much as 

the treatment (drugs) are pro-
tected under the Patent Act. 
Government’s initiative is 
restricted to support individ-
uals. Crowd funding approach 
is also made available through 
government portal.  The gov-
ernment has established a rare 
disease fund to support treat-
ment cost but is not sustain-
able. During 2022-23, the fund 
has supported 203 patients to 
the tune of Rs 35 crore. The 
government has also provided 
full waiver of Basic Customs 
Duty (BCD) and IGST to drugs 
imported (personal use only) 
for treatment of SMA, thereby 
making the medicines for SMA 
more affordable. The current 
price of available drug, Ris-
diplam in India is reported to 
be Rs 6,00,000. The Natco Phar-
ma proposed to sell the generic 
version at  Rs 15,900 for a 60 
mg/80 ml bottle. The annual 
cost of Roche’s patented prod-
uct is Rs 72 lakh and the cost 
of generic version for the same 
period is Rs 5 lakh.  Just think 
of what a huge relief to the 
patients mostly children and 
their care givers. India has 
one-sixth of global burden of 
SMA cases.

While the SC’s refusal to 
grant relief to Roche is hailed 
publicly as another landmark 
decision but this is not the 
end. This is just the provision 
of providing interim relief to 
Natco to launch the generic 
version of Risdiplam in Indian 
market. The patent infringe-
ment case would continue 
in Delhi High Court till fi nal 
disposal. Public interest logic 
should prevail over patent ex-
clusivity.

The writer is former 
Professor and 

Head (Department of 
Pharmacy),Annamalai 

University, Chennai 
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Empty Ambition

SPECTRUM EURASIA

De-risking and repositioning

Clear the blocks, unfold miracle

Sir, The universe is a vast, generous force, ready to grant your 
deepest desires—if only you clear the blocks in your path. Imagine 
a common man driving to the airport, navigating a maze of traffi c, 
speed breakers, diversions, and roadworks. The journey, riddled 
with lefts, rights, U-turns, and red signals, may take hours. Yet, 
the Prime Minister’s convoy glides through the same city in just 
10-15 minutes. Why? The path is cleared—no obstacles, no delays, 
just a smooth, effi cient route to the destination. Your dreams work 
the same way. The universe wants to deliver, but internal and ex-
ternal blocks—doubts, fears, limiting beliefs, or distractions—act 
like traffi c jams, slowing your progress. Clear these, and miracles 
unfold. Start by identifying your mental roadblocks: self-doubt, 
procrastination, or negative self-talk. Replace them with clarity, 
focus, and belief in your worth. Externally, remove toxic infl u-
ences or habits that derail your journey. Like a PM’s convoy, 
align your thoughts, actions, and energy with your goals. Trust 
the process, take inspired steps, and watch the universe conspire 
to make your dreams reality.   

TS Karthik, CHENNAI

There is no greater courage 
than that of recognizing one’s 
own mistakes.
 THE MOTHER PATIENTS VS PATENT

HEALTH

I n the past three years, both 
the European Union and 
India have been forced to 

redefi ne what “strategic au-
tonomy” actually means. For 
Europe, the shock came from 
the pandemic, Russia’s war 
against Ukraine, and the deep 
realization that its prosperity 
had been quietly built on exter-
nal dependencies — on Russian 
gas, American technology, and 
Chinese supply chains.

For India, the shock was geo-
political as well as civilization-
al: the limits of China’s power 
had become visible, but so had 
the limits of disengagement.

Today, both Delhi and 
Brussels are experimenting 
with new grammars of depen-
dence — not decoupling, but 
de-risking; not confrontation, 
but repositioning.

In October 2025, Beijing in-
troduced a fresh round of ex-
port controls on technologies 
linked to the processing of rare 
earth metals and the produc-
tion of high-performance mag-
nets. It was a political gesture 
with measurable economic 
weight. Once again, China re-
minded the world that it can 
govern the time of global sup-
ply chains. It doesn’t need to 
raise tariffs or ban exports; a 
simple delay in licensing or a 
pause in shipment is enough 
to make the entire system 
tremble.

This subtle mastery of tim-

ing — of making the world 
wait — has become the new 
dimension of resource geopol-
itics. Both India and Europe 
have learned this lesson. The 
question is: how to respond 
without turning protectionism 
into dogma?

Europe’s answer has been 
to regulate. The Critical Raw 
Materials Act (CRMA), now in 
force, sets measurable targets 
for mining, processing, and re-
cycling by 2030. The European 
Union  has also launched an-
ti-subsidy measures against 
Chinese electric vehicles — 
with temporary tariffs reach-
ing up to 37 percent — and in-
troduced new instruments for 
screening foreign investments 
and state aid transparency.

A Polish example, the elec-
tric car project Izera (based 
on Chinese Geely’s platform), 
shows how fragile this bal-
ancing act can be: a European 
ambition wrapped in an Asian 
supply chain.

For Brussels, the goal is not 
to exclude China entirely, but 
to turn interdependence into 
a calculated risk, not an exis-
tential one.

India, by contrast, builds 
networks rather than regula-
tions. Its Atmanirbhar Bharat 
and Production Linked In-
centive (PLI) schemes have 
created an ecosystem for do-
mestic manufacturing, while 
partnerships with Africa and 

the Quad members help secure 
access to critical minerals. 
Delhi’s diversifi cation drive 
has already reshaped global 
expectations: autonomy is no 
longer defi ned by separation, 
but by multiplicity.

Over the past year, rela-
tions between the European 
Union and India have accel-
erated — and not by coinci-
dence. The joint Trade and 
Technology Council (TTC) is 
already operational, focus-
ing on supply-chain security, 
semiconductors, and artifi cial 
intelligence. In parallel, the 
14th round of negotiations 
on the EU–India Free Trade 
Agreement is underway, with 
a political goal of conclusion 
before the end of 2025. These 
developments mark a shift in 
perception: Brussels increas-
ingly sees Delhi not merely 
as a market, but as a strategic 
partner in re-balancing Chi-
nese infl uence across Eurasia.

In this sense, India and Eu-
rope meet not in rhetoric but 
in practice — in their shared 
understanding that diversifi -
cation is no longer a slogan, 
but a language of survival.

India’s own policy toward 
Chinese investment has nev-
er been doctrinaire. While the 
2020 Press Note 3 restrictions 
still limit direct investment 
from China, New Delhi is 
now considering selective re-
laxation in low-risk, non-stra-

tegic sectors — particularly 
consumer goods and low-tech 
manufacturing. This signals a 
form of conscious balancing: 
neither isolation nor full open-
ness, but managed interdepen-
dence. It is perhaps the emerg-
ing model of the post-global 
era — not cutting ties, but 
calibrating connection.

The EU protects the logic of 
the market; India redraws the 
geometry of the chain. Europe 
builds defensive walls of rules; 
India lays adaptive bridges of 
cooperation. Yet both face the 
same paradox: how to remain 
open in a world that increas-
ingly rewards closure.

For Europe, the univer-
sality of its solutions — the 
CRMA’s quantifi able targets, 
the principle of conditional 
market access, the rhetoric 
of “de-risking” — may serve 
as templates, not as transfer-
able laws. India, on the other 
hand, turns these templates 
into practice, guided less by 
regulation than by intuition.

If there is a common denom-
inator, it lies here: Both sides 
know that China no longer 
controls the space of global-
ization — it controls its tem-
po. And that, for the fi rst time 
in decades, makes time itself 
a strategic resource.

The writer is expert, 
Centre for International 

Relations, Poland

While the Supreme Court’s refusal to 
grant relief to Swiss Company Roche is 

hailed publicly as another landmark decision 
but this is not the end. This is just the 

provision of providing interim relief to Natco 
to launch the generic version of Risdiplam 

in Indian market

THE TOP 
COURT’S 

DECISION 
ONCE AGAIN 

PROVED 
INDIA’S 

PHILOSOPHY 
OF PEOPLES’ 

INTEREST 
IS ABOVE 
PROFITS

On Gaza and 
Ukraine, the two 

most pressing 
global issues of 

our time, India’s 
contribution has 
been to abstain 

from crucial 
votes 

in the UN. Having 
or not having 

the veto would 
have made no 

difference when 
there is nothing 

one has to say to 
the world

Guru Prasad Mohanta

Aakar Patel

OVER THE PAST 
YEAR, RELATIONS 

BETWEEN THE 
EUROPEAN UNION 

AND INDIA HAVE 
ACCELERATED 
— AND NOT BY 
COINCIDENCE

Maciej Artur Gaca

WISDOM CORNER
I get inspiration from a lot of things around me - nature, 
hills, people, and even insects.   
 RUSKIN BOND

It is better to keep your mouth closed and let people think 
you are a fool than to open it and remove all doubt.  
 MARK TWAIN

I am married and happy. My only wish is that nothing will 
change.  ALEXANDER PUSHKIN

 

1781: On this day 1781, Britain’s Lord Cornwallis surrendered at 
Yorktown, Virginia, handing a huge victory to American General George 
Washington and effectively ending the American Revolution and 
assuring America's independence.

1812: Napoleon began his disastrous retreat from Russia.

1914: During World War I, the First Battle of Ypres began in western 
Flanders; the Allies and Germans settled into the trench warfare that 
would characterize the remainder of the war on the Western Front.

Venezuela in trouble

Sir, Venezuela has accused the US of aggression after 
President Donald Trump admitted authorising covert 
CIA operations to undermine President Nicolás Mad-
uro’s government. The US has also launched its sixth 
strike on alleged drug boats in the Caribbean, killing 
27 people. Trump’s move revives Cold War–style in-
terventions once seen in Guatemala, Cuba, and Chile. 
Washington claims Maduro runs a drug network, 
though US intelligence agencies disagree. Observers 
believe the real aim is to control Venezuela’s vast oil 
and gas reserves and curb its ties with Russia, Chi-
na, and Cuba. Maduro’s disputed 2024 re-election and 
economic mismanagement have worsened the crisis, 
forcing millions to fl ee. Venezuela has taken the mat-
ter to the UN as global pressure mounts for a peace-
ful, diplomatic resolution. It remains to be seen how 
much UN is able to deliver as its major constituent 
is US itself.

RS Narula, PATIALA
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Kozhikode, Oct 18: Kerala's 
long-awaited six-lane national 
highway, stretching 45 metres 
wide from Kasaragod to Thiru-
vananthapuram, will be opened 
to the public as a New Year gift 
in 2026, state Public Works and 
Tourism Minister P A Moham-
med Riyas said Saturday.

He described the project as 
the realisation of a long-cher-
ished dream of Malayalis, made 
possible through the strong re-
solve and determined efforts 
of the Left Democratic Front 
(LDF) government.

Riyas was speaking at the 
inauguration of the 'Vision 
2031' Public Works Department 
(PWD) seminar, according to a 
statement.

“When the government as-
sumed offi ce, there were only 
two options before us regarding 
the national highway project, 
either abandon it or fi nd the 
required funds. For the fi rst 
time in India's history, a state 
decided to raise its own funds 
for national highway develop-
ment,” he said.

The state spent `5,580 crore 
to make the project a reality, 
Riyas said, adding that the 
highway's development would 
open new avenues for Kerala's 
comprehensive growth.

Outlining the PWD's initia-
tives, he said the department's 
primary goal is to transform 

Kerala into an infrastructure 
development hub by 2031, coin-
ciding with the 75th anniversa-
ry of the state's formation.

“In the past nine and a half 
years, we have made remark-
able progress in the devel-
opment sector. Kerala has 
become one of the few places 
where BM–BC (Bituminous 
Macadam–Bituminous Con-
crete) roads are available even 
in rural areas,” he said.

Riyas added that smart 
roads have been developed 
in cities to improve transport 
infrastructure and that all 
PWD roads would be built as 
“smart design roads.” By 2031, 

the aim is to upgrade 100 per 
cent of state roads to modern 
standards, he said.

State highways will be con-
verted into four-lane design 
roads, and major district roads 
will be upgraded to two-lane 
standards in a phased manner. 
Elevated highways will be built 
along major urban routes with 
heavy traffi c, he added.

A comprehensive road net-
work map will be prepared to 
connect major tourist destina-
tions, and an integrated road 
connectivity plan for tribal 
regions will be implemented 
jointly with other departments, 
Riyas said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kargil, Oct 18: A Kargil-based 
agricultural institute has de-
vised a new method to extract 
honey from buckwheat crops, 
opening new pathways towards 
sustainable agriculture and ru-
ral livelihood development

 According to an offi cial, 
buckwheat honey extraction 
at School of Agriculture Sci-
ence and Technology, Kargil 
Campus, University of Ladakh, 
was part of efforts to promote 
apiculture in the region.

 In 2019, honey was extracted 
from alfalfa crop at the insti-
tute which was earlier named 
as Mountain Agriculture Re-
search and Extension Station, 
Kargil.

“This year, the School of 

Agriculture Science and Tech-
nology, Kargil formulated a 
fl oral calendar and according-
ly introduced bee colonies in 
synchronisation with fl oral 
period of alfalfa and buckwheat 
and thus able to extract honey 
from both the crops resulting 
in a signifi cance development 
in apiculture as honey was ex-
tracted for the fi rst time from 
buckwheat crop,” an offi cial of 
the institute said.

He said the buckwheat crop 
was sown July 22 and later 
in synchronisation with the 

fl owering of buckwheat crop, 
bee colonies were introduced 
from Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology, Kashmir 
August 24.

After a gap of one-and-a-half 
month, honey was extracted 
from these colonies marking a 
historic step, the offi cial said, 
adding that the extraction of 
buckwheat honey has opened 
new pathways towards sus-
tainable agriculture, rural 
livelihood development, and 
biodiversity conservation.

He said the unique altitude 
and climate of Kargil have 
given this honey a distinctive 
aroma and taste, setting it 
apart from other regional va-
rieties and making a way for 
the untapped potential for high 
quality honey production from 
Kargil region.

The offi cial said the institute 
is planning to expand more bee 
colonies in desirable villages, 
honey branding, and market-
ing and to promote buckwheat 
honey of Kargil as a unique GI-
tagged product in the future.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Malappuram(Kerala), Oct 
18: A five-year-old boy was 
allegedly not allowed to 
board his school bus a couple 
of days ago over non-payment 
of bus fees in this district, po-

lice said Saturday.
The incident occurred Thurs-

day and a complaint was re-
ceived from the child's family 
in this regard on the same day, 
they said.

The family and the school au-
thorities were asked to come to 

the Thenjipalam police station 
to discuss the issue, but the 
child's side could not as they 
were somewhere else, an offi -
cer said.

The child's family said they 
can come on Saturday, but the 
school was closed during the 

weekend and its offi cials were 
not available.

“Therefore, both sides have 
been asked to come Monday,” 
he said.

The school authorities have 
denied the child's family's alle-
gations, the police said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 
18: Eminent vocalist and ac-
tivist T M Krishna has been 
selected for the fi fth edition 
of the PG National Award, in-
stituted in memory of CPI(M) 
ideologue and writer the late P 
Govinda Pillai.

The award, which carries a 
cash prize of `3 lakh, a citation, 
and a statue, is conferred by P 
G Samskrithi Kendram, a state-
ment said.

A panel headed by CPI(M) 
General Secretary M A Baby, 
and comprising renowned mu-
sician Sreevalsan J Menon, em-
inent dancer Rajasree Warrier, 
and PG Samskrithi Kendra Sec-
retary R Parvathy Devi, chose 
the winner.

“Krishna was selected for 
the award in recognition of his 
authentic compositions, active 
involvement in cultural and so-
cial fi elds, and his prominent 
role in contemporary Carnatic 

music,” the statement said.
The award ceremony will be 

held at AKG Auditorium in Thi-
ruvananthapuram November 
22, the 13th death anniversary 
of Pillai.

Previous recipients of the PG 
National Award include lawyer 
and social activist Prashant 
Bhushan, journalist N Ram, 
writer Arundhati Roy, and 
historian Romila Thapar, the 
statement added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Idukki (Kerala), Oct 18: Fol-
lowing heavy rains, the water 
levels at various dams in Iduk-
ki have risen, prompting au-
thorities to release water, the 
district administration said 
Saturday.

The water level in the Mul-
laperiyar dam has crossed 137 
feet, leading to the opening of 
three shutters to 75 cm and the 
release of 163 cusecs of water at 
9 am, according to an offi cial 
statement.

At 8 am, the water level at the 
dam was recorded as 138.25 ft 
above the permissible limit, 
offi cials said.

The volume of water released 
may be increased later in accor-
dance with the rule curve, they 
said.

Residents living along the 
banks of the Periyar River 
have been advised to remain 
vigilant.

Instructions have been is-
sued to the respective tahsil-
dars to relocate people from 
fl ood-prone areas. The Idukki 
Sub-Collector has been as-
signed to coordinate disaster 
management operations.

Meanwhile, four shutters at 
the Kallar dam were raised by 
60 cm, releasing 1063 cusecs of 
water. Authorities have alerted 
people living along the banks of 
the Kallar and Chinnar rivers 
about possible fl ooding.

Four shutters of the Malan-
kara diversion dam also remain 
open. The infl ow to the dam de-
pends on water released after 
power generation at the Kerala 
State Electricity Board's Mool-
amattom plant.

The water level at the Iduk-
ki reservoir, the largest dam in 
the state, was recorded 2,381.92 
ft, and live storage was 75.80 per 
cent at 7 am. All the gates of the 
dam are currently closed, offi -
cials said.

KARGIL BUCKWHEAT HONEY

New pathways for rural livelihood
 According to an 

offi cial, buckwheat honey 
extraction at School of 
Agriculture Science and 

Technology, Kargil 
Campus, University of 

Ladakh, was part of 
efforts to promote 

apiculture in the region

Six-lane highway in Kerala soon
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Samba, Oct 18: Samba district 
is fast emerging as a symbol 
of agricultural innovation in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Several 
farmers are moving beyond 
traditional practices to em-
brace modern farming tech-
niques. 

Among these pioneers is 
Rampal Sharma, who is a pro-
gressive farmer from Tarore 
village. His journey from con-
ventional farming to earning 
lakhs through fl oriculture has 
become an inspiration for the 
entire region.

For the past ten years, Ram-
pal Sharma has taken an ex-
perimental and forward-look-
ing approach to agriculture. 
By actively participating in 
government training pro-
grammes, availing the benefi ts 
of schemes, and adopting mod-
ern technology, he has suc-

cessfully transformed farming 
into a profi table business.

While talking, he recalls 
how he started with tradi-
tional crops like wheat, paddy, 
and maize. But over time, he 
realised that crop diversifi -
cation and the use of modern 
techniques could yield higher 
returns, even from limited 
land. This realisation led him to 
venture into fl ower cultivation.

Presently, Rampal cultivates 
various types of ornamental 
fl owers on 12 kanals of land. 
These fl owers enjoy steady de-
mand in the market throughout 
the year.

“Flower farming does re-
quire more care and effort, but 
if done scientifi cally, the profi ts 
are just as high,” he stated with 
a smile.

“In just one four-month 
crop cycle, I make a net profi t 
of nearly `5 lakhs,” he added 
confi dently.

Rampal has smartly utilised 
various schemes provided by 
the Agriculture Department, 
Floriculture Department, Hor-
ticulture Department, and the 
National Horticulture Mis-
sion (NHM). Through these 
schemes, he has received sup-
port for drip irrigation systems, 
subsidies on seeds and plants, 

and technical training.
“Proper use of government 

schemes can help farmers re-
duce costs and increase pro-
duction,” he said. “I've made 
full use of these resources to 
elevate my farming practices.”

Rampal Sharma’s success 
has made him a source of in-
spiration not only in the Samba 

district but across the Jammu 
region.

He emphasises, “If farmers 
adopt new thinking and treat 
agriculture as a business, they 
can become self-reliant. Our 
land and climate are so favour-
able that we can successfully 
grow almost any crop.”

His vision includes gener-
ating local employment and 
encouraging more farmers in 
Samba to shift towards modern 
and profi table agriculture.

Rampal Sharma’s story 
proves that with the right 
mindset, willingness to learn, 
and support from government 
schemes, farming can become 
a highly profi table and respect-
able profession.

His dedication and success 
are lighting the way for hun-
dreds of farmers across the 
region, proving that change 
begins in the fi eld with one seed 
of innovation at a time.

MODERN FARMING BENEFITS

Samba farmer earns lakhs from fl oriculture

Kerala opens Mullaperiyar dam 
as water level crosses 137 feet

FAMILY SEEKS 
JUSTICE Kerala boy denied school bus ride over unpaid fees

Army offi cials during patrol and tactical drills along the Line of Control (LoC) near the India-Pakistan border, in Jammu, Jammu and Kashmir, Thursday

Vocalist TM Krishna selected for
PG Samskrithi Kendram award

PTI PHOTO
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Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 
18: Kerala Tourism Minister 
P A Mohamed Riyas Friday 
launched India's fi rst travel lit-
erature festival -- Yaanam 2025 
-- in the coastal town of Varkala 
here and said it would be an an-
nual feature that brings together 
writers, artists and travel enthu-
siasts from around the world to 
share their experiences.

After inaugurating the three-
day festival at Ranga Kala Ken-
dram at the Cliff here, Riyas said 
the three-day event would also 
showcase diverse offerings of 
Kerala before a global audience, 
according to a Kerala Tourism 
release. Organised by Kerala 
Tourism, the October 17-19 festi-
val brings together leading trav-
el writers, vloggers and social 
media infl uencers from around 
the world, setting the stage for 
them to share their insights and 
perspectives on sustainable and 
inclusive tourism to meet the de-
mands of the present-day travel-
lers, the release said.

'Celebrating Words and Wan-
derlust' is the theme of the festi-
val, it said. Riyas, in his address, 
noted that the event was being 
held at a time when travel lit-
erature and visual travelogues 
across the globe were undergo-
ing signifi cant and impactful 
changes. He also termed the 
travel lit fest as a path-breaking 
initiative of Kerala Tourism.

"This country's fi rst festival 
will propel the tourism pros-
pects of Varkala specifi cally, by 
introducing the tourism poten-
tial of this picturesque coastal 
town to the world. It will also add 
impetus to the arrival of tour-
ists to this scenic destination," 
Riyas said.

Kerala launches India's
fi rst travel literature fest



Corruption 
has been at 
the centre of 

many incidents 
in recent times, 
but the govern-
ment is commit-
ted to completely eradicate it

MANOHAR LAL KHATTAR | UNION MINISTER

It is not only 
a symbol 
of self-re-

liance, but also 
a great means 
of employment 
generation

YOGI ADITYANATH | CHIEF MINISTER, 
UTTAR PRADESH
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RECORD NUMBER OF PILGRIMS 
VISIT ADI KAILASH THIS YEAR
A record number of 31,187 pilgrims have visited Adi 
Kailash so far this year, beating its previous year’s 
record, an offi cial said Saturday. Located in the 
Dharchula area of Pithoragarh district, Adi Kailash 
is situated at an altitude of 6,310 metres. It is also 
referred to as Chotta Kailash and is considered to 
be a replica of Mount Kailash

The taxes 
collected by each 

corporation will now be 
used within the same 
zone. Bengaluru East is a 
resourceful corporation, 
and its revenue will be used 
to fi x local civic issues
DK SHIVAKUMAR | 
DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER, KARNATAKA

Serving 
farmers is 
serving God. 

We will not com-
promise on the 
interests of Indi-
an farmers. Our 
country is full of wealth and 
grains. We need to increase 
crop production

SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN | UNION 
AGRICULTURE & FARMERS WELFARE MINISTER

AI’s Dhaka fl ight 
takes off from Delhi 
New Delhi: Air India’s 
Delhi-Dhaka flight took 
off at around 9.30 pm 
Saturday after being 
delayed for four hours due 
to closure of the airport 
in the Bangladesh capital 
following a fire incident. 
A massive fire broke out 
at the cargo complex of 
Dhaka’s Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport 
Saturday afternoon, forcing 
authorities to suspend all 
flight operations. An official 
said the fight AI237 took 
off at around 9.30 pm as 
operations have resumed at 
the Dhaka airport. Air India 
was scheduled to operate 
the Delhi-Dhaka flight at 
around 5.30 pm. Due to 
closure of Dhaka airport for 
all flight operations, flight 
AI237 scheduled to operate 
from Delhi to Dhaka on 18 
October has been delayed..

Licenses issued for 
green fi recrackers
New Delhi: Ahead of 
Diwali, authorities have 
issued 168 temporary 
licences for the retail sale 
of NEERI-approved green 
firecrackers at designated 
locations across the city 
till Saturday, officials said. 
The district authorities, 
in collaboration with 
Delhi Police, have formed 
patrolling teams headed 
by area sub-divisional 
magistrates (SDMs) to 
ensure full compliance 
with the Supreme Court’s 
guidelines regarding 
the sale and use of 
approved firecrackers, 
officials added. A total 
of 188 applications were 
submitted for temporary 
licences to sell green 
firecrackers. Of these, 168 
were approved, and 10 
rejected, according to a 
senior police officer.

8 killed, 15 hurt as 
truck falls into gorge  
Mumbai: At least eight 
persons were killed and 
15 others injured when a 
speeding mini truck fell into 
a gorge in Maharashtra’s 
Nandurbar district Saturday, 
police said. The incident 
occurred around 10.30 am in 
the Chandsaili ghat section 
within the jurisdiction of 
Taloda police station. A mini 
truck with about 40 persons 
on board was returning from 
a pilgrimage site when its 
driver lost control of the 
vehicle, an offi cial said. The 
mini truck plunged into a 
200-foot-deep gorge, he 
said. Eight passengers lost 
their lives, while 15 others 
suffered injuries, the offi cial 
said. The injured persons, 
including the mini truck 
driver, are being treated at 
the sub-district hospital and 
Civil Hospital in Nandurbar.

SHORT TAKES PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, Oct 18: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah Saturday strongly 
asserted that his party Nation-
al Conference would never 
join hands with the Bharatiya 
Janata Party to hasten the re-
turn of statehood to the Union 
territory, indicating a refusal 
to repeat the “mistakes” of the 
past made by others.

The NC leader claimed that a 
deal with the BJP for the return 
of statehood is “out of the ques-
tion”, making reference to the 
negative consequences of the 
2015 PDP-BJP alliance.

“We have already seen how 
much that (alliance) ruined 
J&K. It was a useless coalition 
between the BJP and the PDP 

in 2015, and we are still reeling 
from its effects. I have no desire 
to make the same mistakes that 
others did,” the chief minister 
told reporters here.

Abdullah also dared the BJP 
to be open if the restoration of 
statehood depended on a BJP-
led government in J&K.

“If so, I believe the BJP 
should be transparent, and let 
us know that as long as J&K 
has a non-BJP government, 
you will never attain statehood. 
Then we will see what we can 
do about it,” he said, pointing 
out that the BJP did not make 
such a condition in its manifes-
tos or promises to Parliament 
and the Supreme Court.

The chief minister also said 
he is in active consultation 
with legal experts regarding 
the possibility of his offi ce be-
coming a party to the current 
batch of pleas placed before the 
Supreme Court for the re-estab-
lishment of statehood.

The Supreme Court is hear-
ing a batch of petitions seek-
ing the restoration of state-
hood to the UT of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and October 10, it 
directed the Centre to respond 
in four weeks.

Emphasising his unique sta-
tus, Abdullah said, “I am the 
only person in the whole coun-
try with the experience of being 
the chief minister of a state and 
the chief minister of a UT.”

Abdullah believes this per-
spective is crucial to detail the 
disadvantages of UT status to 
the apex court.

“That said, it is for my law-
yers to advise whether it would 
actually be benefi cial to the 
people of J&K. If so, I have no 
hesitation in becoming a party 
to this case in the SC. So, this 
is something that is actively 
being discussed with a legal 
team and based on their opin-
ion, there is a possibility that 
as chief minister, I will make 
myself a party to this case,” 
he said.

Asked if he has any hopes 
with the Supreme Court on 
the restoration of statehood, 
Abdullah said, “We should have 
hopes. But it is also true that 
somewhere Pahalgam is being 
linked to the restoration of 
statehood. The people of J&K do 
not support it. No one involved 
in the attack was from J&K.”

Refusing to go into the poli-
tics of it, Abdullah said, “It was 
repeatedly said in Parliament 
that there are three steps -- de-
limitation, election and state-
hood. Two steps have been 
taken, now we hope the third 
will also be done.”

Won’t join BJP to speed up 
J&K statehood: Abdullah

The NC leader claimed 
that a deal with the BJP 

for the return of 
statehood is ‘out of the 

question’, making 
reference to the negative 
consequences of the 2015 

PDP-BJP alliance

Abdullah also dared 
the BJP to be open 
if the restoration of 
statehood depended 
on a BJP-led 
government in J&K
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Ranchi, Oct 18: The JMM 
Saturday announced that it 
will contest the Bihar Assem-
bly polls independently, and 
said the party would “review” 
its alliance with the Congress 
and RJD in Jharkhand after 
the elections in the neighbour-
ing state.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, JMM general secretary 
Supriyo Bhattacharya said the 
party will fi eld candidates in 
six seats in Bihar.

Elections to 243 seats of the 
Bihar Assembly will be held 
November 6 and November 11, 
and the votes will be counted 
November 14.

“The party has decided to 
contest the Bihar polls on its 
own. It will contest six assem-
bly seats – Chakai, Dhamdaha, 

Katoria (ST), Manihari (ST), 
Jamui and Pirpainti (SC),” 
Bhattacharya said.

These seats will go to polls in 
the second phase November 11.

Asked if the JMM would con-
sider contesting more seats in 
Bihar, Bhattacharya said,“We 
are discussing the matter... The 
number of seats may rise to 10.”

The JMM had October 11 
communicated to INDIA bloc 
leaders that the party would 
take its own decision on con-
testing the Bihar polls, if “a re-
spectful number of seats” was 
not allocated to it by October 

14. The JMM had demanded 12 
seats for the polls as an ally of 
the coalition.

“We had urged constitu-
ents of the INDIA bloc like the 
Congress, Left parties and the 
RJD, which is one of the largest 
parties in Bihar, to provide the 
seats demanded by the JMM. 
In the 2019 Jharkhand election, 

we had given our support to 
Congress and RJD. The party 
not only gave seven seats to 
RJD, but also made its MLA 
from Chatra a minister,” Bhat-
tacharya said.

Even in the 2024 Jharkhand 
polls, JMM gave six seats to 
the RJD and “accommodated 
an MLA as minister”, he said.

Bhattacharya also said the 
battle of Bihar is a multi-cor-
ner fi ght where “infi ghting 
prevails in the NDA as well as 
the INDIA bloc”. “We will fi ght, 
win and make sure that with-
out the JMM, no government is 
formed in Bihar,” he asserted.

“And, after the Bihar polls, 
the JMM will have a relook at 
the coalition in Jharkhand,” 
Bhattacharya added.

The party also declared a 
list of 20 “star campaigners” 
for the elections, which will 
be led by its president and 
Jharkhand Chief Minister 
Hemant Soren.

The other star campaigners 
include the CM’s wife and Gan-
dey MLA, Kalpana Soren, Dum-
ka legislator Basant Soren, 
senior party leaders Stephen 
Marandi and Sarfaraj Ahmed.
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New Delhi, Oct 18: A massive 
fi re broke out at an apartment 
complex, housing residences 
of several Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha MPs, opposite 
Delhi’s Ram Manohar Lohia 
Hospital Saturday afternoon, 
an offi cial said.

No casualties have been 
reported so far, a Delhi Fire 
Services offi cial said.

However, some residents 
have claimed that a few chil-
dren were injured in the 
incident and taken to RML 
Hospital.

A call regarding the fi re at 
Brahmaputra Apartments on 
Baba Kharag Singh Marg was 
received at 1.22 pm, he said, 
adding that 14 fi re tenders 
were rushed to the spot and 
the blaze was brought under 
control by 2.10 pm.

Meanwhile, residents of the 
apartment complex, which 

was inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in 
2020 and houses residences of 
several Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha MPs, claimed that the 
fi re started after some couches 
lying on the stilt fl oor caught 
fi re due to bursting of fi re-
crackers.

Visuals of the apartment 
show thick, black smoke bil-
lowing into the sky from a dis-
tance, engulfi ng the building 
and casting a dark haze over 
the surrounding area.

Bhupendra Prakash, a DFS 
offi cial, told PTI, “When we 
arrived, we found fi re in the 
household storage items on 
the stilt fl oor. The fl ames were 
rising and causing damage to 
the upper fl oors.”

The cause of the fi re is cur-
rently being investigated by 
the Delhi Police, he added.

Kamal, the personal assis-
tant to an Uttarakhand MP, 
told PTI he was at work when 

the incident occurred.
“From what I have heard, 

the fi re began after some so-
fas in the area caught fi re,” 
he said.

“All our belongings, docu-
ments, jewellery, clothes, and 
essentials have been com-
pletely destroyed. The only 
thing left are the clothes on 
our bodies. We have to start 
from zero now,” Kamal added.

Anil Kumar, another res-
ident of the apartment block 
gutted by the blaze, said the 
fi re is believed to have started 
after a child was playing with 
crackers.

“The fi re fell on some couch-
es stored there and quickly 
spread across the building,” 
he told PTI.

“Two girls have been 
rushed to the hospital, and 
several belongings and mate-
rials belonging to staff mem-
bers have been destroyed,” 
Kumar claimed.

Massive fi re at apartment complex 

JMM to contest Bihar polls independently
Elections to 243 seats 
of the Bihar Assembly 
will be held November 

6 and November 11, and 
the votes will be counted 

November 14
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London, Oct 18: Nirav Modi, 
in prison for over six years, has 
told a UK court there are “sen-
sational developments” to come 
when his Indian extradition 
case on fraud and money laun-
dering charges reopens for a 
hearing in London next month.

The 54-year-old fugitive dia-
mantaire appeared in the dock 
before High Court Judge Simon 
Tinkler at the Royal Courts of 
Justice here Friday to present 
his defence in an unrelated case, 
involving an over $8 million un-
paid Bank of India debt.

The judge turned down 
Nirav’s application for a stay on 
the proceedings on the grounds 
of technical and medical con-
straints in prison, which is set 
to proceed to a trial scheduled 
in January 2026.

“They (Bank of India) refer to 
my extradition… I’m still here. 
There will be some sensational 
developments, and I have never 
used these words before,” said 
Nirav, during a pre-trial review 
hearing.

The fugitive diamond mer-
chant, wanted in India in the 
estimated $2 billion Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) loan scam 
case, told the court he was “ex-
tremely hopeful” of either being 
discharged or granted bail after 
the court agreed to accept new 
evidence despite a “high bar” in 
such matters.

The UK’s Crown Prosecu-
tion Service (CPS) has con-
fi rmed that Nirav “has lodged 
an application to reopen his 
(extradition) appeal”, with the 
Indian authorities submitting 
their response ahead of a hear-
ing expected towards the end of 
November.

Defending himself as a “Lit-
igant in Person”, Nirav read 
from copious handwritten notes 
as he addressed the judge. Offi -
cers sat guard as their prison-
er, dressed in a worn-out white 
t-shirt and pink track pants, 
spoke in mumbled tones about 
struggles with his eyesight and 
lengthy delays over access to a 
computer behind bars, which he 
stressed made any trial unfair 
and imbalanced.

Nirav Modi hints at ‘sensational
developments’ in UK extradition
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New Delhi, Oct 18: There is 
an imminent need for jurisdic-
tional agencies, handling af-
fairs at international airports, 
to sensitise their offi cers in the 
prevailing laws before taking 
the drastic step of detention 
and arrest of an international 
traveller, the Supreme Court 
has said.

A bench of Justices Vikram 
Nath and Sandeep Mehta 

made the observations while 
quashing the arrest and crim-
inal proceedings against NRI 
Rocky Abraham, an Indian 
citizen settled in Italy for over 
two decades.

He was detained at the Delhi 
airport in January 2025 for al-
legedly carrying a deer horn in 
violation of the Wildlife (Pro-
tection) Act, 1972.

Abraham was arrested after 
airport offi cials found the horn 
in his baggage and registered 

an FIR under Sections 39, 49, 
and 51 of the Act.

He remained in custody for 
nearly two weeks before se-

curing bail with onerous con-
ditions, including a ban on 
leaving India.

The top court noted that the 

article recovered from the peti-
tioner upon DNA analysis was 
a reindeer horn, which does 
not infringe any provision 
of law pertaining to forest or 
wildlife in India.

“This court feels an im-
minent need to require the 
jurisdictional agencies con-
cerned, handling affairs at 
the international airports, to 
sensitise their offi cers in the 
prevailing laws before taking 
the drastic step of detention 
and arrest of an internation-
al traveller. Needless to state 
that any such step should not 
be taken in haste and must be 
proceeded by appropriate legal 
opinion and with a pragmatic 
approach,” the bench said.

The apex court said such 
ill-advised actions tend to 

bring the reputation of the 
country to disrepute in the 
international fora, in addi-
tion to bringing the conduct 
of the concerned offi cers into 
breach of the human rights 
guarantees.

“Consequently, we hereby 
declare the arrest of the peti-
tioner and so also the FIR and 
all proceedings sought to be 
taken thereunder against the 
petitioner to be unlawful. The 
same are hereby quashed.

“The writ petition pending 
before the High Court and the 
proceedings, if any, pending 
before the jurisdictional trial 
Court shall also stand closed. 
The petitioner is given liber-
ty to avail a suitable remedy 
seeking damages before the 
appropriate forum,” it said.

Airport agencies must sensitise offi cers in prevailing laws: SC
A bench of Justices Vikram Nath and 

Sandeep Mehta made the observations while 
quashing the arrest and criminal proceedings against 
NRI Rocky Abraham, an Indian citizen settled in Italy 

for over two decades

We will fi ght, win and 
make sure that without 
the JMM, no government is 

formed in Bihar

SUPRIYO BHATTACHARYA I 
JMM GENERAL SECRETARY

A fi refi ghter rescues a dog after a fi re broke out at Brahmaputra apartments, in New Delhi, Saturday  PTI PHOTO



Unluckiest combo 
to be born with in 
this country:
> General 
category
> Middle class
> Average student

No one’s coming to save you - it’s 
all on you
 @talk2anuradha
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AURANGABAD STATION 
RENAMED SAMBHAJINAGAR
The Aurangabad railway station in Maharashtra 
has been renamed as Chhatrapati Sambhaji-
nagar station through a gazette notifi cation is-
sued by the state government. The move comes 
nearly three years after the then government 
headed by Eknath Shinde formally rechristened 
Aurangabad city as Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar

The increase 
in demand for 

electronics goods is 
directly impacting 
electronics manufacturing. 
Electronics manufacturing 
is now growing at a 
double-digit CAGR
ASHWINI VAISHNAW | 
UNION MINISTER OF RAILWAYS

Dalit lynching 
case: 2 more held
Raebareli (UP): Two more 
individuals have been arrested 
in the Raebareli district in 
connection with the lynching 
of a Dalit man, Hariom Valmiki, 
police said Saturday. Ajay 
Agrahari was arrested October 
15, while Akhilesh Maurya was 
arrested Saturday. With this, 
the total number of arrests 
made in the case is 16, the 
police said in a statement.

Ghatshila bypoll: 
Pocket meetings held
Jamshedpur (Jharkhand): A day 
after fi ling nominations for the 
November 11 bypoll to Ghatshila 
assembly constituency in 
Jharkhand’s East Singhbhum 
district, both candidates held 
‘pocket meetings’ Saturday. 
The candidates’ poll strategists 
said they would wait for the 
allotment of symbols before 
holding large public meetings. 
“BJP candidate Babulal Soren 
and other senior leaders are 
holding pocket meetings in 
different places. Once the poll 
symbol is allotted, there will be 
full-scale election rallies,” said 
Sudhir Kumar, who looks after 
social media handles of former 
chief minister and Babulal’s 
father Champhai Soren.

Army honours 1962 
war heroes
Itanagar: The Indian Army 
honoured the heroes of the 1962 
India-China war and promoted 
unity during the four-day 
‘Shaurya Motorcycle Rally’, 
which traversed through rugged 
terrain and remote valleys of 
Arunachal Pradesh, retracing 
the historic routes taken during 
the confl ict, an offi cial said. 
The rally, which commenced 
at Likabali military station in 
Lower Siang district October 
14, culminated at the under-
construction Neelam Tebi War 
Memorial at Neelam village in 
Keyi Panyor district Friday. The 
event was organised by the 
Army to pay solemn tributes to 
the valour and sacrifi ce of the 
soldiers who fought the 1962 
war, the Army offi cial said.

First, we have 
to reopen 
those places 

which have been 
shut. We did not 
shut these places 
in 35 years. When 
the militancy was at its peak, 
Drang or Doodhpathri were not 
closed, the upper areas of Gulmarg 
were not shut, Aru valley was not 
closed

OMAR ABDULLAH | JAMMU 
AND KASHMIR CHIEF MINISTER

As they say, 
Thala for a 
reason... As 

Diwali knocks on 
the door, we have 
cleaned our house 
and removed 7 un-
wanted elements, who have been 
PUSHED BACK to their origins

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | 
CHIEF MINISTER, ASSAM

From 
affordable 
housing to 

clean cooking, safe 
drinking water to 
scientifi c waste 
management, our 
urban development journey is en-
suring dignity, comfort, and better 
living standards for every citizen

PEMA KHANDU | CHIEF MINISTER, 
ARUNACHAL PRADESH

SHORT TAKES
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Gariaband, Oct 18: Amid a 
wave of mass surrenders that 
has gripped Naxal strongholds 
in Chhattisgarh, a senior lead-
er has issued a letter appealing 
to the cadres to lay down their 
arms and join the mainstream, 
citing the crippling blow to the 
network due to the relentless 
push by security forces.

Police have acknowledged 
the letter and appealed to Naxal 
cadres to shun violence.

The one-page communication 
in Hindi claimed that Sonu Da-
da (Mallojula Venugopal Rao 
alias Bhupathi) surrendered 
after realising that the armed 
struggle was no longer feasible 
due to assertive security forc-
es, organisational errors, and 
missed opportunities which 
weakened the Naxalites’ abili-
ty to sustain guerrilla warfare.

Gariaband Superintendent 
of Police Nikhil Rakhecha has 

welcomed the letter, being 
shared with the media, that was 
issued in the name of Maoist 
leader Sunil of the Udanti Area 
Committee.

The police offi cer has ap-
pealed to all active Naxal cad-
res to join the mainstream and 
live a peaceful life.

The Udanti Area Committee 
is active in parts of Gariaband 
and adjoining regions along the 
Chhattisgarh-Odisha border.

The statement said that Sonu 
Dada (Mallojula Venugopal Rao 
alias Bhupathi) and 60 cadres 
laid down their arms in Gad-
chiroli of Maharashtra October 
16, while another senior leader, 
Rupesh, surrendered with 209 
cadres in Bastar October 17.

All the surrendered Maoists 
handed over their weapons to 
authorities, it stated.

Bhupathi, a top Maoist strat-
egist, carried a `6 crore bounty 
on his head, according to police.

The letter further stated that 

Sonu Dada had released a book-
let admitting that the armed 
campaign under current con-
ditions was no longer feasible 
due to the growing pressure 
from security forces.

He (Sonu Dada) also acknowl-
edged that organisational er-
rors and missed opportunities 
had weakened the Naxalites’ 
ability to sustain guerrilla war-

fare. The booklet issued by him 
has urged cadres to shift focus 
from armed struggle to partic-
ipating in mass movements 
aimed at addressing public 
grievances, the letter stated.

The Udanti Area Commit-
tee expressed support for the 
decisions taken by Sonu and 
Rupesh and appealed to units 
in Gobra, Sinapali, Sonabe-

da-Dharambandha-Kholibatar 
(SDK) and Sitanadi areas to 
follow the suit.

“We have already lost many 
important comrades. It is time to 
make the right decision before it 
becomes too late,” the letter said 
and called on cadres to surren-
der and raise issues of people 
through peaceful movements.

Reacting to the development, 
SP Rakhecha said, “We wel-
come this letter. It’s a positive 
initiative. I appeal to active 

Naxalites in Udanti, Gobra, 
Sinapali, SDK and Sitanadi 
areas to surrender at the earli-
est. They can directly contact 
me without hesitation. We will 
ensure their safe return to their 
families”.

The Naxal strongholds in 
Chhattisgarh, including the 
dreaded Abujhmad region, are 
falling apart due to aggressive 
drives launched by security 
forces, with the deadline to 
uproot Naxalism by March 31, 
2026, drawing close.

The surrender by Bhupathi 
has prompted several armed 
guerrillas to surrender before 
security forces.

28 Maoist cadres surrendered 
in Sukma and Kondagaon dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh Wednes-
day, followed by 210 Naxals, 
including Central Committee 
member Rupesh and 111 wom-
en, in Bastar district. The Bas-
tar cadres carried a cumulative 
bounty of ̀ 9.18 crore, police said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Oct 18: Expressing 
“surprise and shock” over the 
appointment of an interlocutor 
to hold discussions on the issues 
relating to Gorkhas, West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 
Saturday wrote to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and demand-
ed revocation of the decision.

Banerjee claimed her gov-
ernment was not consulted be-
fore retired IPS offi cer Pankaj 
Kumar Singh was appointed 
as an interlocutor to hold dis-
cussions on the issues relating 
to Gorkhas in Darjeeling Hills, 
Terai and Dooars regions of 
West Bengal, which she said was 
“inconsistent with the spirit of 
cooperative federalism”. “This 
appointment has been made 
without any consultation with 
the Government of West Ben-
gal, even though the issues 
under reference directly relate 
to the governance, peace, and 
administrative stability of the 
area under the Gorkhaland Ter-
ritorial Administration (GTA), 
an autonomous body under the 
Government of West Bengal,” 
she said in the two-page letter.

“Such unilateral action is 
inconsistent with the spirit of 
cooperative federalism that 
forms one of the foundational 
principles of our Constitution,” 

she added. Banerjee stressed 
that any initiative concerning 
the Gorkha community must 
involve the West Bengal govern-
ment to ensure sustained peace 
and harmony in the region.

“It may be recalled that the 
Gorkhaland Territorial Admin-
istration (GTA) was constituted 
following a Tripartite Agreement 
signed on 18th July, 2011 at Dar-
jeeling, between the Govern-
ment of India, the Government 
of West Bengal and the Gorkha 
Janamukti Morcha (GJM) in 
the presence of the then Hon’ble 
Union Home Minister and the 
Chief Minister of West Bengal,” 
she said. “The Gorkhaland Terri-
torial Administration (GTA) was 
created to ensure socio-econom-
ic, infrastructural, educational, 
cultural and linguistic develop-
ments of the hill areas, while 
safeguarding the ethnic identity 
of the Gorkhas and promoting 
peaceful co-existence among all 
communities, a hallmark of the 
unity and harmony of the hills,” 
she noted.

As security forces gain upper hand, Maoist leader urges cadres to surrender

The Dandakaranya region, 
which spans parts of south 

Chhattisgarh (Bastar) and 
adjoining areas of Odisha, 
Telangana, Maharashtra and 
Andhra Pradesh, has long been 
a Maoist stronghold

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo 
Sai said 477 Naxalites had 

been neutralised in the past 22 
months, while 2,110 others have 
surrendered, and 1,785 arrested

The one-page communication in Hindi claimed that Sonu Dada surrendered after realising that the armed struggle was no longer feasible due to assertive 
security forces, organisational errors, and missed opportunities which weakened the Naxalites’ ability to sustain guerrilla warfare
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Nainital, Oct 18: The Ut-
tarakhand government has 
fi led a 78-page affi davit in the 
high court saying that a few 
provisions of rules under the 
Uniform Civil Code are being 
amended.

The affi davit submitted by 
Advocate General SN Babulkar 
before a division bench of 
Chief Justice G Narendra and 
Justice Subhash Upadhyay Oc-
tober 15 states that the amend-
ments relate to Rule 380 of the 
Registrar’s Offi ce, which lists 
the conditions under which a 
live-in relationship cannot be 
registered.

These include situations 
where the couple belongs to 
a prohibited level of relation-

ship, if one or both are already 
married or living in another 
cohabiting relationship, or if 
one of the couple is a minor.

The affi davit read that the 
proposed changes focus on 
improving the process for reg-
istration and termination of co-
habiting relationships, lending 
greater clarity in sharing in-
formation with the police, and 
extending the appeal period for 
rejected applications.

The amended provisions 
seek to limit the scope of data 
sharing between the registrar 
and the local police, making 
it clear that this is being do-
ne solely for “record-keeping 
purposes.”

The proposed amendments 

also include changes related to 
the mandatory use of Aadhaar 
as proof of identity in various 
registration and declaration 
processes.

These changes primarily 
aim to provide “fl exibility” 
by allowing alternative iden-
tifi cation documents in cases 
where applicants cannot pro-
vide Aadhaar, especially in 
cases where they are not the 
primary applicant.

The affi davit also said that 
an amendment proposes to 
increase the time period for 
applicants to challenge the reg-
istrar’s decision rejecting a dec-
laration of cohabitation from 30 
days to 45 days from the date of 
receipt of the rejection order.

U’khand to amend live-in 
rules under UCC: Govt to HC

The affi davit read that 
the proposed changes 

focus on improving the 
process for registration 

and termination of 
cohabiting relationships, 
lending greater clarity in 
sharing information with 
the police, and extending 

the appeal period for 
rejected applications

Mamata urges Modi 
to revoke Gorkha 
interlocutor appointment
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Hyderabad, Oct 18: A 42-year-
old constable was allegedly 
stabbed to death by a habitual 
offender while being taken to a 
police station in Nizamabad city, 
police said Saturday.

The incident occurred be-
tween 8.30 PM and 9 PM Friday.

The accused, Shaik Riyaz (24), 
who was caught in connection 
with a case, attacked E Pra-
mod with a knife on his chest 
when he was being taken on a 
two-wheeler by the constable to 
the police station in Nizamabad 
city. The accused apparently 
had concealed the knife inside 
his shoe. Pramod, who suffered 
injuries, subsequently died.

A Sub-Inspector, who was fol-
lowing the constable, sustained 
injuries on his fi ngers when the 
accused also attacked him and 
fl ed the scene.

“He is a regular offender. 
What prompted him to do this 
(attack on constable), can be 
known only after he is taken into 
custody,” a police offi cial said.

Expressing grief over the 
death of the constable, Telan-
gana Director General of Police 
(DGP) B Shivadhar Reddy di-
rected Nizamabad Police Com-
missioner to form special teams 
to arrest the accused.

The DGP further instructed 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
Multi Zone-I, S Chandrashekhar 
Reddy to visit Nizamabad and 
monitor the situation, an offi cial 
release said. The DGP has taken 
a serious view of the incident.

Constable stabbed 
to death by accused

People light ‘diyas’, earthen lamps, along the Kartavya Path as laser show lights up the sky during ‘Delhi Deepotsav’ event, at the India Gate, in 
New Delhi, Saturday  PTI PHOTO
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Leh, Oct 18: Leh Apex Body 
(LAB) Saturday welcomed the 
centre’s decision to conduct a 
judicial probe into the Septem-
ber 14 violence but demanded 
inclusion of a representative 
from Ladakh in the team.

The group criticized the Lt 
Governor-led administration 
for foiling the silent march 
earlier during the day and said 
“such actions can never prove 
fruitful or convince us to re-
sume talks with the centre”.

The Centre Friday moved to 
address a key demand of the 
protesting Ladakh groups by 
announcing a judicial inquiry 
headed by a retired Supreme 

Court judge into the violent 
clashes of September 24 in Leh, 
which claimed the lives of four 
people, including a 1999 Kargil 
war veteran.

According to a notifi cation 
issued by the Union Home Min-
istry, the judicial probe, to be 
headed by Justice BS Chauhan, 
a former judge of the Supreme 
Court, is mandated to investi-
gate the circumstances leading 
to the serious law and order 
situation, the police action 
and the resultant unfortunate 
deaths of four people .

Retired district and sessions 
judge Mohan Singh Parihar 
will function as judicial secre-
tary, while IAS offi cer Tushar 
Anand will be the administra-
tive secretary of the inquiry 
commission.

“We welcome the MHA’s no-
tifi cation for a judicial inquiry. 
But we saw some shortcomings 
like the reference which is FIR 
No:144. It looks that the inquiry 
is against our boys and second-
ly, none of the threeis from La-
dakh. We want this inquiry to 
be completely transparent and 
no attempt should be made to 
hide anything. We want some-
one from Ladakh to be made 
part of the team,” LAB Co-chair-
man and Ladakh Buddhist As-
sociation chief Chering Dorje 
Lakruk told reporters here.

LAB seeks inclusion of 
Ladakh representative
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Kathmandu, Oct 18: Nepal's 
Gen Z group Saturday an-
nounced that it will establish a 
political party, but said its par-
ticipation in next year's general 
election depends on the fulfi l-
ment of certain "bottom-line" 
conditions.

The youth-led group led pro-
tests against corruption and a 
government ban on social me-
dia sites last month, resulting 
in the ouster of the KP Sharma 
Oli-led government.

Led by Miraj Dhungana, 
one of the leaders of the recent 
Gen Z movement, the group 
unveiled its agenda in a press 
conference here. 

They asserted that although 
they are considering forming a 
political party to bring together 
the Gen-Z youths, they will not 
contest the election until their 

"bottom line" demands are ad-
dressed.

The group has been primari-
ly advocating for two key agen-
das: a directly elected executive 
system and voting rights for 
Nepali citizens residing abroad.

According to Dhungana, his 
group has decided that the for-
mation of a political party is 
essential to unite the youths 
associated with the Gen-Z 
movement.

While disclosing their agen-
da, Dhungana underscored the 
formation of a citizen-led inves-
tigation committee for corrup-
tion control and the adoption 
of a clear policy on economic 
transformation.

"We will continue to fi ght 
for issues like promoting good 
governance, transparency and 
checking corruption. We will 
not let the sacrifi ces of Gen-Z 
youths go in vain," he said, call-
ing for collective commitment 
and cooperation from all sides 
in the nation-building task.

He added that they are cur-
rently collecting suggestions 
for an 'appropriate' name for 
the new party.

REUTERS

London, Oct 18: Once widely 
reputed to be Queen Elizabeth's 
favourite son and feted as a 
dashing young military offi -
cer, Britain's Prince Andrew 
will now always be seen in the 
public eye as the royal who was 
accused of sexually abusing a 
teenage girl.

Andrew, 65, said Friday he 
would give up his title of Duke 
of York after years of criticism 
about his connections to the 
late, disgraced US fi nancier 
Jeffrey Epstein.

The brother of King Charles 
was accused by Virginia Gi-
uffre of sexually abusing her 
when she was a teenager at 
properties owned by Epstein 
or his associates, and in Feb-
ruary 2022 he made an undis-
closed payment to settle a US 
lawsuit.

BY THE QUEEN'S SIDE
While he admitted no wrong-

doing, Andrew - who had al-
ready stepped down as a work-
ing royal over his relationship 
with Epstein and following a 
disastrous BBC interview in 
which he had hoped to clear his 
name - was stripped of his mili-
tary links, royal patronages and 
"His Royal Highness" moniker.

"I never have really partied," 
he told the BBC. "I was single 
for quite a long time in the early 
80s but then after I got married 
I was very happy and I've nev-

er really felt the need to go and 
party and certainly going to Jef-
frey's was not about partying."

Increasingly unloved by the 
public, he was cast aside by his 
family who saw him as an em-
barrassment who might cause 
lasting damage to their whole 
institution.

Only his late mother seemed 
to retain her affections, allow-
ing him to escort her into a me-
morial service for her husband 
Prince Philip in March 2022.

His public appearances 
thereafter were limited to ma-
jor family occasions such as the 
funeral of the queen later that 
year and his brother's corona-
tion in 2023.

Earlier in his career, he 
served in the navy for 22 years 
and in 2001 he was named the 
United Kingdom's Special Rep-
resentative for International 
Trade and Investment, a role 

he held until he was pilloried 
for his connections to Epstein.

Until that point, Andrew was 
probably best known for his 
1986 marriage to the vivacious, 
fl ame-haired Sarah Ferguson, 
or "Fergie" as she was dubbed 
by the press.

They separated in 1992, not 
long after he moved to a desk 
job at the Ministry of Defence 
so he could be at home more. 
It was a year of travails and 
scandals for the royal family 
which the queen described as 
an "annus horribilis".

Andrew was said to be dev-
astated by the break-up from 
his wife, who described him as 
a gentle man who deserved to 
be loved.

The couple had two children, 
Beatrice and Eugenie, and the 
family remained close and on 
good terms after they divorced 
in 1996, going on holiday togeth-

er and sharing the same house.

‘AIR MILES ANDY’
After leaving the mili-

tary, Andrew's per-
sonal life still hit 
the headlines. 
Tabloids linked 
him to a series 
of women, 
from swim-
wear models to 
entrepreneurs. 
Photographs 
appeared of 
Andrew cavort-
ing on yachts or 
sunbathing sur-
rounded by 
topless 

women. The papers dubbed 
him "Air Miles Andy" for his 
jetset lifestyle.

But his long-term friend-
ship with Epstein, who 

was jailed in 2008 
for child sex offenc-
es, began to haunt 
him. "I continue to 
unequivocally regret 
my ill-judged associ-
ation with Jeffrey 
Epstein," he said in 
a later statement as 
he quit offi cial royal 
duties. But it came 

too late to save his 
reputation.
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international
TRUMP, KIM MEET ON CARDS 
Trump administration offi cials are pri-
vately discussing a potential meeting 
between Donald Trump and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un during the US presi-
dent's upcoming Asia visit. In August, 
Trump expressed interest in meeting the 
North Korean leader after hosting South 
Korean President Lee Jae Myung at the 
White House for the fi rst time

Work has 
begun to 

repair the damaged 
power supply to 
Ukraine's Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear 
power plant
RAFAEL GROSSI | 
HEAD, INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC 
ENERGY AGENCY

Over 5K members of 
Islamist party held
Lahore: Pakistan's Punjab 
police have so far arrested 
over 5,500 members of 
a radical Islamist party 
following violent clashes 
earlier this week over 
plans to stage an anti-
Israel demonstration. The 
supporters of Tehreek-i-
Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) 
launched a protest march 
Friday last with the mission 
to stage a sit-in in front of 
the US Embassy in Islamabad 
in support of the people of 
Palestine. On Monday this 
week, 16 people, including 
policemen, were killed and 
over 1,600 injured in clashes 
between police and TLP 
supporters at Muridke, some 
60 km from Lahore, the 
Punjab police said. The TLP, 
however, claimed that dozens 
of its supporters were killed, 
while thousands injured after 
police allegedly opened fi re 
on the "unarmed" protesters 
expressing their solidarity 
with Palestinians.

Three Indians killed 
in boat accident
Maputo: Three Indian nationals 
were killed, one was injured, 
and fi ve others rescued in a 
boat accident off the coast 
of Beira in Mozambique, the 
Indian High Commission 
here said Saturday. The 
mishap took place Thursday. 
In a social media post, the 
Indian mission conveyed its 
"heartfelt condolences on the 
loss of lives, including of three 
Indian nationals," in the boat 
accident off Beira port. It said 
the mission was in contact 
with the families of those who 
lost their lives in the mishap 
and is extending all possible 
assistance to them. In another 
post, the High Commission 
said a Consular Offi cer from 
the mission visited an Indian 
national who survived the 
accident and was receiving 
medical attention in a hospital 
in Beira. 

Strike ignites ship 
off Yemen coast
Dubai: A ship caught fi re 
Saturday in the Gulf of Aden 
off Yemen after being struck 
by a projectile, the British 
military said, with one report 
suggesting its crew was 
preparing to abandon the 
vessel. The incident comes as 
Yemen's Houthi rebels have 
been attacking ships through 
the Red Sea corridor. However, 
the rebels did not immediately 
claim the attack, though it can 
take them hours or even days 
to do so. The British military's 
United Kingdom Maritime 
Trade Operations centre 
issued an alert about the 
vessel, describing the incident 
as taking place some 210 
kilometres (130 miles)
east of Aden. The maritime 
security fi rm Ambrey described 
the ship as a Cameroon-fl agged 
tanker that was “en route from 
Sohar, Oman, to Djibouti.”

Drawing on 
our experi-
ence in North-

ern Ireland, we 
stand ready to play 
a key role in the 
decommissioning 
of Hamas' weapons and capability

KEIR STARMER |  PM, UK

The Republi-
cans control 
the House. 

They control the 
Senate. They 
control the White 
House. They are in 
charge, and they are responsible 
for the shutdown

KAMALA HARRIS  | FORMER VP, US

We strongly 
condemn all 
instances of 

hate or violence 
directed towards 
minority religious 
communities

ALAN CAMPBELL  |  
LEADER, HOUSE OF COMMONS

SHORT TAKES

Prince Andrew: The British royal brought down by scandal
King Charles III's 
brother Prince 
Andrew gives up 
royal titles amid 
Epstein sex scandal

REUTERS

Islamabad, Oct 18: Afghani-
stan and Pakistan were holding 
peace talks in Doha Saturday, 
both sides said, after the South 
Asia neighbours extended a 
ceasefi re following a week of 
fi erce border clashes.

They are seeking to fi nd a 
way forward after the clashes 
killed dozens and wounded 
hundreds in the worst violence 
between the two countries since 
the Taliban seized power in Ka-
bul in 2021.

"As promised, negotiations 
with the Pakistani side will 
take place today in Doha," Af-
ghan government spokesperson 
Zabihullah Mujahid said, add-
ing that the Kabul team led by 
Defence Minister Mullah Mu-
hammad Yaqoob had arrived 
in Doha.

Pakistan's foreign offi ce said 
Defence Minister Khawaja Mu-
hammad Asif would lead dis-
cussions with representatives 
of the Afghan Taliban.

"The talks will focus on 
immediate measures to end 
cross-border terrorism against 
Pakistan emanating from Af-
ghanistan and restore peace 
and stability along the Pak-Af-
ghan border," it said.

It was not immediately clear 
how long the talks would last. 
Offi cials on both sides have 
said they could be extended 

from Saturday, adding senior 
intelligence offi cials from both 
countries were part of the talks.

The ground fi ghting between 
the one-time allies and Paki-
stani airstrikes across their 
contested 2,600-km (1,600-mile) 
frontier were triggered after 
Islamabad demanded that Ka-
bul rein in militants who had 
stepped up attacks in Pakistan, 
saying they operated from ha-
vens in Afghanistan.

The Taliban denies giving ha-
ven to militants to attack Paki-
stan and accuses the Pakistani 
military of spreading misinfor-

mation about Afghanistan and 
sheltering Islamic State-linked 
militants to undermine its sta-
bility and sovereignty. Islam-
abad denies the accusations.

Militants have been waging a 
war for years against the Paki-
stani state in a bid to overthrow 
the government and replace it 
with their strict brand of Islam-

ic governance system.
On Friday, a suicide attack 

near the border killed seven Pa-
kistani soldiers and wounded 
13, security offi cials said.

The Afghan government 
spokesperson said Pakistan had 
conducted airstrikes in Afghan-
istan hours after the ceasefi re, 
which began on Wednesday, 

was extended on Friday for as 
long as the talks continued.

He said the attacks targeted 
civilians, adding that Kabul re-
served the right to respond but 
that Afghan fi ghters had been 
directed to refrain from retali-
ating to respect the negotiating 
team.

Pakistan's Information Min-
ister Attaullah Tarar said in 
a post on X Saturday that Pa-
kistan had struck "verifi ed" 
camps of Islamist militants 
along the border areas and re-
jected that the strikes had tar-
geted civilians.

He said militants had at-
tempted to launch multiple at-
tacks inside Pakistan during 
the ceasefi re period.

He said more than 100 mili-
tants were killed by Pakistani 
security forces, the majority of 
them in strikes against a mili-
tant group that he said had car-
ried out Friday's suicide attack 
on the military camp.

Pak, Afghan talk after fi erce fi ght
The peace negotiations 

come against the 
backdrop of escalating 

cross-border attacks 
blamed by Pakistan on 

militants operating from 
Afghan soil, straining 
relations between the 

two neighbours

The Afghan regime must 
rein in the proxies who 
have sanctuaries in 
Afghanistan and are using 

Afghan soil to perpetrate heinous 
attacks inside Pakistan

ASIM MUNIR | ARMY CHIEF, PAKISTAN

DURAND LINE ESCALATION

Ceasefi re extended for 
duration of peace talks

Kabul says Pakistan conducts 
airstrikes after truce 

extended

Pakistan says strikes killed 
dozens of militants

1,200 border violations, 710 
airspace breaches by Pak in 

4 years

EASY FOR ME TO SOLVE, SAYS US PRESIDENT 
Amid escalating hostilities between Afghanistan and Pakistan, US President Donald Trump claimed that 

the confl ict between the two countries will be an “easy” one for him to solve, if he had to solve it. While 
speaking to the media during a bilateral lunch with the President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, on Friday, 
Trump said, “I do understand Pakistan attacked or there is an attack going on with Afghanistan, that's an easy 
one for me to solve if I have to solve that.” Trump once again claimed to have saved millions of lives while 
assuring that he will have “success” in resolving the confl ict between Afghanistan and Pakistan. I like stopping 
people from being killed. I have saved millions and millions of lives, and I think we are going to have success 
with this war,” the US president said.  Meanwhile, Trump has once again expressed dismay at not receiving the 
Nobel Peace Prize despite resolving “eight wars”. “You know we resolved eight others, it's funny how people 
say this, if you get this one ... every time I do one, they forget about that one. I solved eight wars,” Trump said. 
“Every time I solve one, they say if you solve the next one, you are going to get the Nobel prize,” Trump added. 
However, the US President was quick to add that he did not do it for the Nobel while claiming that he does not 
know María Corina Machado, the Nobel Peace Prize winner for 2025, without naming her. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Beijing, Oct 18: Noted Chinese 
physicist and Nobel Laureate 
Chen Ning Yang, died in Bei-
jing on Saturday. He was 103 
years old.

Yang was born in Hefei, east 
China's Anhui Province, in 
1922. In the 1940s, he went to 
the United States to pursue ac-
ademic studies and subsequent-
ly held teaching positions. He 
was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Physics in 1957, offi cial media 
here reported.

In 1954, he co-authored a set 
of equations with the Ameri-
can physicist Robert Mills that 
turned out to be as important to 
physics as Einstein's theory of 
relativity.

The resulting Yang–Mills 
theory described how three of 
nature's four fundamental forc-
es – the electromagnetic, weak 
and strong interactions – oper-
ate in the subatomic world, the 
Hong Kong-based South China 
Morning Post reported. 

Their theory laid the mathe-
matical foundation for what lat-
er became known as the Stan-
dard Model, the cornerstone 
of modern physics that unifi es 
these forces and explains the 
behaviour of all known elemen-
tary particles.

“Yang was one of the great-
est theoretical physicists of the 
20th century,” Shi Yu, professor 
of physics and associate direc-
tor of the Wilczek Quantum 
Centre at the Shanghai Insti-
tute for Advanced Studies said. 

Yang's most profound con-
tribution was changing the 
mindset of Chinese people who 
once believed they were not as 
good as others in science and 
inspiring future generations to 
believe they could stand shoul-
der to shoulder with the world's 
best scientists, she said.

Nobel Prize–winning 
Chinese physicist 
Chen-Ning dies at 103

PALESTINIAN DEATH TOLL 
IN GAZA CROSSES 68,000
Tel Aviv: More than 68,000 
Palestinians have been killed in 
the Israel-Hamas war, Gaza's 
Health Ministry said Saturday. The 
ministry said the number of dead 
has climbed since the ceasefi re 
went into effect more than a week 
ago. The majority of the newly 
counted dead bodies have been 
found during recovery efforts 
under the rubble. Meanwhile 
Israel received the remains 
of another hostage from Gaza 
Friday, the prime minister's office 
said, a handover from Hamas 
as the militant group worked to 
shore up a ceasefire by using 
bulldozers in a search for bodies 
under the rubble in the war-
scarred enclave. The handover 
came after Hamas' military wing, 
known as the Qassam Brigades, 
said the remains were that of an 
"occupation prisoner", suggesting 
that they belonged to an Israeli 
rather than one of the hostages of 
several other nationalities also 
taken in Gaza.

REUTERS

Washington, Oct 18: 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy came to the 
White House Friday looking 
for weapons to keep fi ghting 
his country's war with Russia, 
but met an American presi-
dent who appears more intent 
on brokering a peace deal than 
upgrading Ukraine's arsenal.

While US President Donald 
Trump did not rule out provid-
ing the long-range Tomahawk 
missiles Zelenskyy seeks, 
Trump appeared cool to the 
prospect as he looked ahead to 
a meeting with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin in Hunga-
ry in the coming weeks.

After speaking with Zelen-
skyy for more than two hours, 
Trump implored both Ukraine 
and Russia to "stop the war 
immediately," even if it means 
Ukraine conceding territory.

"You stop at the battle line, 
and both sides should go home, 
go to their families," Trump 
told reporters on his way to 
his home in West Palm Beach, 
Florida. "Stop the killing. And 

that should be it. Stop right now 
at the battle line. I told that to 
President Zelenskyy. I told it to 
President Putin."

The two leaders then went be-
hind closed doors where they 
also discussed a call the previ-
ous day between the Russian 
president and Trump, who has 
portrayed himself as a media-
tor between the warring forces 
despite the fact that Russia in-
vaded Ukraine in 2022.

‘GET ALONG A LITTLE’
"I think President Zelenskyy 

wants it done, and I think Pres-
ident Putin wants it done. Now 
all they have to do is get along a 

little bit," Trump told reporters.
Zelenskyy, however, noted 

how diffi cult it has been to try to 
secure a ceasefi re. "We want this. 
Putin doesn't want (it)," he said.

The Ukrainian leader was 
frank, telling Trump that 
Ukraine has thousands of 
drones ready for an offensive 
against Russian targets, but 
needs American missiles. “We 
don't have Tomahawks, that's 
why we need Tomahawks,” he 
said. Trump responded: "We'd 
much rather have them not 
need Tomahawks."

Later, Trump reiterated that 
he wants the United States to 
hold onto its weaponry.

When asked about Trump’s 
comments, Zelenskyy said: 
"President (Trump) is right, and 
we have to stop where we are. 
This is important, to stop where 
we are, and then to speak."

In talks with Zelenskyy, Trump appears 
to press pause on fresh arms’ support

Enough blood has been 
shed, with property lines 
being defi ned by War and 
Guts. They should stop 
where they are. Let both 

claim Victory, let History decide!

DONALD TRUMP | PRESIDENT, US

Nepal's Gen Z group to form political 
party; puts conditions to contest polls
Elections in the 
Himalayan nation are 
slated to take place 
March 5, 2026
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KAYAK INTRODUCES ‘AI MODE’ 
Kayak, the world’s leading travel search engine, launched 
its ‘AI mode’, which is a natural-language search expe-
rience that combines Kayak’s data with ChatGPT, an 
offi cial statement said. This integration is intended to 
deliver smarter and contextual results to the custom-
ers. Basically, it is the fi rst major travel site to let users 
plan complete trips by typing questions directly into the 
search box. With AI Mode, travelers can quickly surface 
insights like these and plan smarter without the stress

On these 54 items on which 
we have been getting in-
puts from the zonal areas... 
we are convinced that on 
every such items the ben-
efi ts are being fully passed 
on to consumers
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN | FINANCE MINISTER

Yes Bank 
profi t drops 
Mumbai: Yes Bank's net 
profi t for the second quarter 
of the fi nancial year 2025-26 
(Q2 FY26) stood at `654.47 
crore, down 18 per cent 
quarter-on-quarter (QoQ) 
from `801.07 crore in the 
April-June period (Q1 FY26), 
it was announced Saturday.  
The private sector lender also 
reported a 3 per cent decline 
in its total income QoQ to 
`9,023.15 crore from `9,348.11 
crore in the previous quarter. 
However, the bank's net profi t 
for the July-September period 
jumped 18 per cent year-
on-year (YoY) from `553.04 
crore in Q2 FY25. Meanwhile, 
its total expenditure for the 
period stood at `7,726.6 crore, 
down over 3 per cent from 
`7,990.07 crore in the 
April-June period (Q1 FY26). 
According to Yes Bank's 
exchange fi ling, the non-
interest income (NII) for the 
quarter was `1,644 crore, 
up 16.9 per cent (YoY), while 
operating profi t stood at 
`1,296 crore. Till September 
30, the total deposits stood at 
`2.96 lakh crore, and advances 
crossed the milestone 
of  ̀ 2.5 lakh crore.

Federal Bank 
net falls 
Mumbai: Federal Bank 
Saturday reported its net 
profi t for the second quarter 
of the current fi nancial year 
(Q2 FY26) at `955.26 crore, 
down 9.5 per cent year-on-
year (YoY).  The private 
sector lender had posted a 
net profi t of `1,056.6 crore in 
the corresponding quarter 
a year ago (Q2 FY25). 
However, the bank's profi t 
surged over 10 per cent 
quarter-on-quarter (QoQ) 
from `861.75 crore in the 
previous quarter. Despite a 
decline in net profi t, Federal 
Bank's total income jumped 
over 3.5 per cent YoY to 
`7,824.3 crore from `7,541.23 
crore. The net interest 
income (NII) for the quarter 
stood at `2,495 crore, while 
the operating profi t stood at 
`1,644.17 crore.  

IDBI Bank profi t 
nearly doubles 
New Delhi: IDBI Bank  Sat-
urday said its standalone net 
profi t in September quarter 
nearly doubled to 
`3,627 crore, which includes 
gains on sale of investment 
in NSDL. The LIC-controlled 
bank had reported a profi t of 
`1,836 crore in the July-Sep-
tember period of 2024-25.  
The bank had offered over 
2.22 crore equity shares, 
comprising 11.11 per cent 
shareholding in National 
Securities Depository Ltd 
(NSDL), in its IPO at issue 
price of `799.87 per 
share and booked net gain 
of `1,698.96 crore.

SHORT TAKES

Precious jew-
ellery sales on 
the platform 

have surged 96 
per cent year-on-
year, with gold and 
diamond jewellery, 
including lab-grown diamonds, 
driving the demand

SIDDHARTH BHAGAT | 
DIRECTOR, AMAZON F&B, INDIA

India's bilat-
eral trade in 
goods with 

the EU was USD 
136.53 billion in 
2024-25 (exports 
worth $ 75.85 
billion and imports worth USD 
60.68 billion), making it the largest 
trading partner for goods.

PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE MINISTER

uoteu

The BRICS+ 
countries can 
become hubs 

for the develop-
ment of creative 
solutions based 
on breakthrough 
technologies, and the Created in 
BRICS+ label is a new symbol of 
quality and innovation

VLADISLAV KREININ | SENIOR VP, SBERBANK

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kochi, Oct 18: The India–UK 
Comprehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement (CETA) is 
poised to create signifi cant op-
portunities for India's seafood 
export sector, according to the 
Marine Products Export Devel-
opment Authority (MPEDA).

 During a two-day interaction 
with exporters, MPEDA chair-
man DV Swamy urged them 
to adopt strategies focused on 
value addition and workforce 
upskilling to fully leverage the 
agreement.

The CETA pact, inked in Ju-
ly this year, grants zero-duty 

access to 99 per cent of tariff 
lines, enhancing the compet-
itiveness of Indian seafood in 
the UK market.

Key categories such as Van-
namei shrimp, frozen squid, 
lobsters, frozen pomfret, and 
black tiger shrimp are expect-
ed to benefi t directly from the 
duty-free access.

The meetings provided a plat-
form for industry stakeholders 
to explore the implications of 
the agreement.

Presentations by Anil Ku-
mar P, Joint Director, MPEDA, 
outlined the salient features of 
CETA, while Alex Paul Menon, 
Development Commissioner 

of the MPEZ-SEZ, highlight-
ed the potential for Marine 
Aquapark SEZ development in 
Tamil Nadu.

Stakeholders, including of-
fi cials from the Department of 

Commerce, Export Inspection 
Agency (EIA), and the Seafood 
Exporters Association of In-
dia (SEAI), alongside over 90 
exporters from Tamil Nadu, 
Andhra Pradesh, and Odisha, 

shared insights on market op-
portunities and operational 
strategies.

India exported marine prod-
ucts worth $7.45 billion in 
2024–25, with shrimp, fi sh, and 
cuttlefi sh forming the bulk of 
shipments. Exports to the UK 
reached 16,082 MT valued at 
$104.43 million, driven largely by 
demand for frozen shrimp, which 
accounted for 77 per cent of the 
total UK shipments, followed by 
frozen fi sh at eight per cent.

Industry experts anticipate 
that the India-UK CETA could 
double Indian seafood exports 
to the UK in the near term.

The agreement is expected 

to catalyse economic growth, 
employment generation, and in-
novation while promoting sus-
tainable practices in the sector.

Swamy emphasised that tap-
ping into this opportunity will 
require coordinated efforts to 
enhance product quality, scal-
ing up processing capabilities, 
and training skilled labour to 
meet the rising demand in glob-
al markets.

The MPEDA chairman fur-
ther pointed out that with pro-
active adaptation and strategic 
investment, Indian seafood ex-
porters can establish India as a 
competitive, high-value supplier 
in international seafood trade.

India-UK trade deal to increase seafood exports: MPEDA
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New Delhi, Oct 18: The gov-
ernment is going to bring a 
regulation on deepfakes soon 
that will take help of technolo-
gy for effi cient implementation, 
Union electronics and IT min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw said 
Saturday.

Speaking at the NDTV World 
Summit, the minister said that 
chips are key for building AI 
infrastructure and two semi-
conductor units, CG Semi and 
Kaynes, have started produc-
tion in the country.

Vaishnaw said that there 
are six Ai models getting de-
veloped in the country, out of 
which two will use around 120 

billion parameters and will be 
free from biases like western 
models have.

He said that AI in several 
cases is being used in a positive 
way and for fun that must be 
encouraged, but there is need 
to save the society from the 
signifi cant harms which can 
be caused by using deepfakes 
where one's voice and face can 
be presented to give out a mes-
sage which is absolutely discon-
nected with the person.

“It's your right to make sure 
that your face and your voice 
should not be used in a harm-
ful way for society. That's the 
thought process by which we 
are approaching this topic. 
And we will very soon bring out 

regulations on the deepfakes,” 
Vaishnaw said. 

He said the government is 
taking a techno-legal approach 

for building the framework.
“We believe that the world of 

AI cannot be regulated simply 
by passing a law. There has to 

be a technical solution to it. So 
that technical solution plus a 
regulation combined with it is 
going to be more effective than, 
let's say, the European Union 
where they simply focus on 
regulating things. Our bias is 
more towards innovation. As a 
country and as a government, 
we are focused more on innova-
tion,” Vaishnaw said.

The Ministry of Electronics 
and IT had earlier in March 
2024 issued an advisory to curb 
potential harm from AI, espe-
cially deepfake under IT Rules 
2021.

The minister said that the 
government's approach is to 
encourage innovation in AI, 
which involves several build-

ing blocks from AI compute 
infrastructure to building in-
digenous chipsets.

 He said that the government 
has made available 38,000 GPUs 
(graphics processing units) for 
AI development and Google has 
also committed $15 billion for 
setting up a major AI hub.

“We are inviting other large 
players to come and set up the 
computer facility in India. Once 
we have the computer, then 
the ability to do good research 
and the ability to develop AI 
applications will signifi cantly 
increase. So Google has come 
with a $15 billion investment. I 
think Meta is also working on 
another investment,” Vaish-
naw said.

Regulation on deepfakes soon, two semicon units operational: Vaishnaw
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Mumbai/New Delhi, Oct 18: 
Despite high prices, consumer 
demand for silver outpaced 
gold on the auspicious occa-
sion of Dhanteras, with silver 
coin sales surging 35-40 per cent 
year-on-year and overall value 
more than doubling, even as the 
jewellery body expects a 15 per 
cent volume drop for gold.

Dhanteras, the most auspi-
cious day in the Hindu calen-
dar for buying precious metals, 
is being celebrated over two 
days until 1:45 pm on Sunday. 
Jewellery stores remain open 
through midnight and Sunday.

While gold prices surged 
63 per cent to `1,32,000 per 10 
grams of 24-carat (inclusive of 
taxes) in the national capital -- 
up from `81,400 last Dhanteras 
October 29, 2024 -- silver prices 
gone up by 40 per cent, yet de-
mand held fi rm.

In major markets, gold and 
silver prices saw a modest 
correction on Dhanteras. In 
Mumbai, 24-carat gold eased to 
`1,28,000 per 10 grams Saturday 
from `1,30,000 Friday, while sil-
ver fell to `1,70,000 per kg from 
`1,77,000.

In Delhi, gold dropped to 
`1,32,000 per 10 grams (from 
`1,34,800) and silver to `1,70,000 
per kg (from `1,77,000).

The overnight `2,000 dip in 
gold further fuelled purchas-

es. Buying momentum picked 
up post-lunch, with consumers 
shifting to coins and bullion in 
1-50 gram denominations for in-
vestment, early weddings, and 
lightweight jewellery.

According to All India Gem 
and Jewellery Domestic Coun-
cil (GJC) Chairman Rajesh 
Rokde, “Dhanteras 2025 has 
seen a 10-15 per cent dip in 
overall volume compared to 
last year, but value is up sharp-
ly... we expect festive sales to 
cross `50,000 crore.

“Despite high prices, senti-
ment remains upbeat, driven 
by strategic purchases. Silver 
coins and puja items surged 40 
per cent year-on-year, marking 
silver's rise as a smart, value-fo-
cused investment,” he told PTI.

GJC Vice Chairman Avinash 
Gupta highlighted consumer 
maturity: “Average transaction 

value rose 20-25 per cent despite 
volume dips from high prices. 
Most encouraging is the 35-40 
per cent surge in silver coin 
sales, especially in Tier 2 and 
Tier 3 cities, where buyers opt-
ed for budget-friendly invest-
ments and ceremonial gifting.”

He noted a 15 per cent in-
crease in self-purchase trends, 
with younger consumers choos-
ing lightweight, responsibly 
sourced silver jewellery.

“Digital campaigns expanded 
reach, with jewellers in small-
er towns reporting stronger 
growth than metros. This year 
isn't just tradition -- it's thought-
ful, value-driven celebration.”

 Senco Gold and Diamonds 
Managing Director and CEO 
Suvankar Sen said high prices 
boosted demand for lightweight 
gold jewellery, but silver bars 
and coins shone brightest. 

Pre-bookings, now 15 per cent 
of business (up from negligible 
last year), were led by silver.

 "Gold sales volume will de-
cline 12 per cent year-on-year 
due to 40 per cent higher prices, 
but value rises 20-25 per cent. 
In silver, volume is similar to 
last year, but with prices up 
over 100 per cent, we expect 
more than double the business," 
he noted. India is the world's 
second-largest gold consumer 
and one of the largest importers 
globally, after China.

High gold prices drive 40% surge in silver sales
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Oct 18: The Feder-
ation of Indian Export Organ-
isations (FIEO) Saturday un-
veiled Global Tender Services 
(GTS), a transformative step 
aimed at expanding the global 
footprint of Indian exporters, 
especially MSMEs. 

Developed and managed by 
FIEO, GTS is now live on the In-
dian Trade Portal, India’s one-
stop platform for trade-related 
intelligence and facilitation.

“Launching GTS on Dhan-
teras is symbolic of new begin-
nings and prosperity. This is not 
just a platform, it’s a gateway to 
the world for Indian exporters,” 
said Dr Ajay Sahai, Director 
General and CEO of FIEO.

“By unlocking access to glob-
al tenders, GTS empowers our 
businesses to compete interna-
tionally with agility, confi dence, 
and precision. This marks a sig-
nifi cant step in reshaping India’s 
export strategy for the digital, 
data-driven era,” he added.

It is a subscription-based, 
real-time tender aggregation 
platform providing Indian 
businesses with access to over 
15,000 live international tenders 
daily, sourced from more than 
8,000 verifi ed channels across 
over 150 countries.

“From major development 
banks to government agen-
cies, PPP bodies, multilateral 
institutions, and global corpo-
rations, GTS connects Indian 
exporters directly with pro-
curement opportunities pre-
viously scattered, obscure, or 
diffi cult to access,” FIEO said 
in a statement.

GTS sources opportunities 
from reputed entities such as 
the World Bank, ADB, UNICEF, 
USAID, and various national 
and sub-national procurement 
bodies globally, ensuring ex-
porters receive only credible 
and actionable leads.

According to FIEO, with 
smart fi lters, sector and re-
gion-specifi c dashboards, and 
AI-powered search capabili-
ties, GTS enables users to track, 
shortlist, and act on global ten-
der opportunities with speed 
and precision. It is designed 
not just to inform, but to em-
power, reducing the cost and 
complexity of global bidding, 
and substantially improving 
success rates.

The launch of GTS assumes 
special signifi cance as India 
deepens its engagement in in-
ternational trade negotiations, 
particularly under the India-UK 
Comprehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement (CETA).

FIEO backs Indian
exporters to go global
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New Delhi, Oct 18: Car mar-
ket leader Maruti Suzuki In-
dia  Saturday said it expects 
to have record sales on Dhan-
teras clocking over 50,000 units, 
while rival Hyundai Motor In-
dia also posted over 20 per cent 
growth over last year at about 
14,000 units.

This year Dhanteras is 
spread over two days as it was 
in the last year between Sat-
urday and Sunday. Although 
many customers hesitate to 
buy the metal Saturday, Maru-
ti Suzuki India is expecting to 
reach around 41,000 deliveries 
today, company Senior Execu-
tive Offi cer, Marketing & Sales, 
Partho Banerjee told reporters 

in an interaction.
“This is going to be the all-

time high deliveries, which we 
have done during the period of 
any time. Moreover, we are 
expecting that there will be 
another 10,000 customers who 
have hesitated to take the de-
livery today, due to Saturday, 
they will be taking the delivery 
tomorrow,” he noted.

 The company's production 
team is also working even on 
holiday to meet Dhanteras de-
mand, Banerjee said.

The company's previous 
highest Dhanteras sales was 
last year when it clocked 
around 41,500 units, he added.

 Due to the "GST 2.0 magic" 
many of the customers are 
fl ocking to the showrooms, 

he said, adding in many of the 
places the company may not be 
in a position to give vehicles 
unless bookings and deliveries 
are not taken on time.

Expressing similar views, 
Hyundai Motor India Ltd MD 
& CEO Designate Tarun Garg 
said, “We are witnessing strong 
customer demand, with deliv-
eries expected to be around 
14,000 units approximately, 20 
per cent higher than last year. 
The positive momentum is 
driven by the festive spirit, a 
buoyant market environment 
and the encouraging impact of 
GST 2.0 reforms.”

He also noted that this year, 
Dhanteras deliveries are spread 
across multiple days because of 
it being a Saturday.

On the consumer electron-
ics side, Panasonic Life Solu-
tions Director and Head- Sales 
consumer division, Sandeep 
Sehgal said, “This Dhanteras, 
we are witnessing a strong cus-
tomer turnout since morning, 
with robust demand across 
product categories.”

Record auto sales on Diwali festivities

Gold drops `2,400 
New Delhi: Gold prices 
retreated from record levels 
and dropped by `2,400 to 
`1,32,400 per 10 grams in the 
national capital Saturday, even 
as buyers fl ocked to jewellery 
stores across the country 
on Dhanteras, marking the 
start of the Diwali festival. 
According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the precious 
metal of 99.9 per cent purity 
had surged by `3,200 to touch 
an all-time high of `1,34,800 
per 10 grams Friday.  In the 
local bullion market, gold of 
99.5 per cent purity also saw 
a sharp pullback, depreciating 
by `2,400 to `1,31,800 per 10 
grams (inclusive of all taxes). 
It had touched a lifetime high 
of `1,34,200 per 10 grams in the 
previous session.

TPCODL Diwali message 
to consumers 

Bhubaneswar: TP Central Odisha Distribution Limited 
(TPCODL), a joint venture between Tata Power and the 
Government of Odisha, has appealed to consumers 
to follow essential electrical safety measures during 
Diwali to prevent accidents and ensure a safe 
celebration. As homes and markets light up with 
festive decorations, TPCODL has advised people to 
remain vigilant while using electrical appliances 
and lighting. The company urged consumers to 
inspect decorations before use, avoid damaged 
wires, refrain from overloading sockets, and ensure 
proper earthing of installations. “As we celebrate the 
festival of lights, let us also prioritize safety to make 
this Diwali truly joyous and secure for everyone. We 
request all our consumers to observe basic electrical 
safety practices to prevent mishaps,” said Arvind 
Singh, CEO, TPCODL, extending greetings for a 
“safe, bright and happy Diwali.” Consumers have 
been encouraged to promptly report issues such 
as sparking wires or snapped lines through 
TPCODL’s 24x7 Call Centre numbers  1912 or 
1800-345-7122  for immediate assistance. 

VinFast India launches 
electric cars VF6 and VF7 
Bhubaneswar: VinFast India marked its entry into 
the regional EV market with the launch of two new 
SUV EV range-VF6 and VF7 at the AMP Wheels outlet 
in Pahala, Bhubaneswar, Saturday. The VF6 offers 
a driving range of up to 460 km on a single charge, 
while the VF7 can travel up to 510 km, according to 
the company. The VF6 is priced at `16.5 lakh and 
the VF7 at `20.9 lakh. Sushmita Patnaik, General 
Manager (Sales), was commended for her exemplary 
performance and customer engagement. Her efforts 
led to 40 plus confi rmed bookings with advance 
payments within the fi rst month of launch. 
HR Manager Liza Singh, Team Leader Arijit Sarkar, 
and several AMP Wheels staff members were 
present at the launch.
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Nanjing (China), Oct 18: Dec-
orated Indian archer Jyothi 
Surekha Vennam Saturday 
became the fi rst Indian wom-
an compound archer to win a 
medal at the World Cup Final, 
clinching the bronze with a 
fl awless performance here.

The reigning Asian Games 
champion was at her imperi-
ous best against world No 2 
Ella Gibson of Great Britain, 
shooting 15 perfect arrows to 
prevail 150-145 and secure her 
maiden podium fi nish in the 
tournament.

The eight-archer World 
Cup season fi nale saw the 
29-year-old Indian begin 
with a confi dent 143-140 
win over Alexis Ruiz of the 
USA in the quarterfi nals.

Jyothi, however, went 
down narrowly to world No 
1 Andrea Becerra of Mexico 
143-145 in the semifi nals after 
a closely-fought contest.

Jyothi briefl y led by one 
point after the third end (87-
86) but Becerra hit three 10s 
in the fourth end to edge 
ahead 116-115 and sealed the 
fi nal spot by taking the fi fth 
end 29-28, as the Indian fell just 
short of her best fi nish.

The 2021 World Champion-
ship silver medallist, however, 
bounced back in style in the 
bronze medal match, reeling off 
15 consecutive 10s across fi ve ends 
to outclass Gibson and end 
her campaign 
on a high.

This was Jyothi's third ap-
pearance at the World Cup Fi-
nal, having earlier competed 
at the Tlaxcala (2022) and Her-
mosillo (2023) editions, where 
she had exited in the opening 
round.

India had another qualifi -
er in the women's compound 
section, Madhura Dhaman-
gaonkar, who made an 
opening-round exit after 
losing 142-145 to Mari-
ana Bernal of Mexico.

NARROW MISS 
FOR MEN 

India, 
however, 

had 

heartbreak in the men's com-
pound section as the country's 
top-ranked archer Rishabh Ya-
dav narrowly missed out on a 
bronze medal, losing to former 

world champion Mike 
Schloesser of the Neth-
erlands by millimetres 
in the shoot-off.

Both archers 
dropped just three 
points across the reg-
ulation fi ve ends to be 
tied 147-all. 

The shoot-off also 
produced a thrill-
ing fi nish, with both 
shooting perfect 10s, 
but Schloesser's ar-
row was adjudged 
closer to the centre, 
denying Yadav a 
World Cup Final 
medal by the nar-
rowest of margins.

Abhishek Verma 
thus remains the only 
Indian compound ar-

cher to have won medals 
at the World Cup Final, having 
claimed a silver in 2015 (Mexico 
City) and a bronze in 2018 (Sam-
sun) respectively.

No Indian has quali-
fied in the recurve sec-
tion in this season's 
World Cup Final.

Jyothi’s aim pierces history
ARCHER CLINCHES BRONZE AT THE ARCHERY WC FINAL, BECOMING FIRST 

INDIAN WOMAN COMPOUND ATHLETE TO GET A MEDAL AT THE EVENT
REIGNING ASIAN GAMES CHAMPION’S FLAWLESS 150/150 SCORE - FIRST-
EVER IN A WORLD CUP FINAL, SETS NEW STANDARD IN WORLD ARCHERY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Guwahati, Oct 18: India's top 
seeded Tanvi Sharma produced 
a near-perfect match against 
China's Liu Si Ya to storm into 
the fi nal of the BWF World Ju-
nior Champions here Saturday.

The 16-year-old Tanvi fol-
lowed the footsteps of former 
World No 1 Saina Nehwal and 
Aparna Popat to become only 
the third Indian female player 
to qualify for the fi nal of the 
tournament, recording a 15-11, 

15-9 win over her opponent.
Tanvi will now play against 

the second-seeded Anyapat 
Phichitpreechasak from Thai-
land, who fought back from 
a game down to beat compa-
triot Yataweemin Ketklieng 
10-15, 15-11, 15-5 in the other 
semifinal. 

She wasn't afraid to unleash 
the late fl icks and cross-court 
pushes from the front court and 
remained ahead in the game. 
The Indian worked to a 7-3 lead 
in the opening game and even 

though Liu managed to narrow 
the gap to 8-7 at one stage, Tanvi 
did not fl inch.

Tanvi fi nished the fi rst game 
in mere 13 minutes as she nev-
er allowed Liu to set into her 
rhythm and in the second set, 
she was up to a 12-4 lead in 
quick time to indicate which 
way the match was headed.

Though there was a phase 
where Tanvi was not at her 
best, she bounced back with 
another perfectly weighted 
down-the-line smash on the 
Chinese's serve.

 “I was feeling very com-
fortable today and I am very 
happy with the way I played. It 
was only in the second game at 
12-4 that I made a few mistakes 
but my coach told me to focus 
on playing my strokes slightly 
inside the lines and it worked,” 
Tanvi said after the match. 

ONE STEP TO HISTORIC GLORY

Tanvi smashes into fi nal
The shuttler had assured 

India of a medal in 
the World Junior 

Championships for the 
fi rst time in 17 years and 

she came out fi ghting 
against Li from the 
fi rst point in their 

semifi nal clash

BLOCKBUSTER SUNDAY 

1st ODI: Returning RoKo in focus vs Oz
Perth: Even 
amid the 
emotional 
theme of Virat 
Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma's return 
to India fold, 
Shubman Gill's 
maiden outing 
as full-time 
ODI skipper 
provides an equally compelling narrative to the fi rst 
one-dayer against Australia here Sunday. Kohli and 
Rohit are coming back to national colours after playing 
the Champions Trophy in March, and the dynamics 
of Indian cricket has changed irrevocably in these 
seven months. The cricketing ecosystem has learned 
to survive the prolonged absence of Kohli and Rohit 
— at least in two formats — in this interim period. But 
the challenge for these two giants is to shake off the 
accumulated rust post the IPL, their last competitive 
outing. It might just be a blessing for them that their 
return coincided with a series against Australia, a 
team that had cathartic infl uence during the course 
of their long careers. In that context, the three-match 
ODI series can be considered as a barometer of their 
individual drive and willingness to travel still farther in 
their working lives as one-format players. 

Women in Blue look to bounce back 
Indore: Under 
pressure to revive 
their campaign 
after back-to-back 
defeats, India will 
have to consider 
adding a sixth 
bowler to bring 
more balance 
to their attack 
when they face England in a crucial Women's ODI 
World Cup match here Sunday. India's campaign 
has hit a stumbling block after successive three-
wicket losses to South Africa and Australia in 
Visakhapatnam, results that have left their strategy 
under the scanner. The combination of fi ve batters, 
a wicketkeeper, and fi ve bowlers -- three of them all-
rounders -- has been India's trusted template through 
much of this World Cup cycle. But its limitations 
have been brutally exposed, forcing a rethink as the 
'Women in Blue' now stare at a must-win scenario, 
needing two victories from their remaining three 
matches to stay alive in the semifi nal race. The 
fi ve-bowler approach came undone against South 
Africa, yet the management persisted with it against 
Australia, resulting in another defeat.  It offered 
clinching evidence that India cannot afford to fi eld an 
attack lacking variety and bite against top teams.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Oct 18: Baroda se-
cured a convincing 7-wicket 
win over Odisha on Day 5 of 
their Ranji Trophy clash at 
Barabati Stadium here Satur-
day despite a spirited fight-
back from the hosts.

Starting Day 4 trailing by 142 
runs, Odisha folded for 174 in 
their second innings. Subhran-
shu Senapati (59 off 114) and 
Gaurav Choudhary (28 off 69) 
were the only notable contribu-
tors. Mahesh Pithiya’s econom-
ical spell of 4/63 in 26.3 overs, 
well supported by Bhargav 
Bhatt (2/57), restricted Odisha 
and handed Baroda a modest 
target of 33.

On the fi nal morning, Baro-
da made light work of the chase 
despite losing three wickets 
early. Shivalik Sharma led the 
way with a brisk 32* off 26 balls, 
smashing six boundaries at a 
strike rate of 123.08. Mitesh Pa-
tel stayed calm on the other end 

with 2* off 12 as Baroda reached 
36/3 in just 7.4 overs, clinching 
the match with a day to spare.

The victory was built on 
Baroda's dominant fi rst in-
nings total of 413/7 declared, 
anchored by centuries from 
Shivalik Sharma (124) and 
Mitesh Patel (100*). Odisha, 
despite a gritty 94 by Rajesh Dh-
upar and 79 by Senapati in the 
fi rst innings, couldn’t keep up.

Baroda’s bowling unit, espe-

cially A Sheth (4/67) and Pithi-
ya, played key roles across both 
innings. With this win, Baroda 
kickstarts their Ranji campaign 
with strong momentum.
Brief scores 
Odisha 271 all out in 116.1 
overs & 174 all out in 59.3 overs 
(Subhranshu Senapati 59; Mahesh 
Pithiya 6/63, Bhargav Bhatt 3/57) 
lost to Baroda 413/7 decl & 36/3 in 
7.4 overs (Shivalik Sharma 32 not 
out; Badal Biswal 2/20) by 7 wickets 

Baroda win despite Odisha resistance
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Johor Bahru (Malaysia), 
Oct 18: Ian Grobbelaar struck 
twice, including a decisive pen-
alty corner in the dying min-
utes, as Australia pipped India 
2-1 to win their third Sultan of 
Johor Cup under-21 hockey ti-
tle, here Saturday.

Grobbelaar opened the scor-
ing in the 13th minute with a 
perfectly-executed drag fl ick 
just before the end of the fi rst 
quarter. Three-time former 
champions India responded 
in the second quarter through 
Anmol Ekka, who converted a 
penalty corner in the 17th min-
ute to level the match at 1-1.

The victory allowed Austra-
lia to fi nally break their streak 
of three successive fi nal defeats 
since the loss against India in 
2022. With this win, they also 
avenged the defeat three years 
ago. This was their third Sultan 
of Johor Cup title overall.

Australia deny India 
Johor Cup glory
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