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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

I couldn’t go home. To avoid 
the rush, I waited for one of 
those 12,000 Diwali special 

trains – It never came

DIWALI greetings 
to all our readers, 
advertisers 
and well- 
wishers

HOLIDAY NOTICE
The offi ces and press 
of Orissa POST will 
remain closed October 
20 (Monday) on the 
occasion of Diwali. 
Hence, there will be 
no edition of the paper 
October 21 (Tuesday). 
However, web edition 
will be available to the 
readers.

EDITOR
LET THERE BE LIGHT: Fireworks go off during a laser show at ‘Deepotsav 2025’ celebration on the eve of ‘Diwali’ at Ram Ki Paidi in Ayodhya, 
Uttar Pradesh, Sunday  PTI PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Oct 19: In a 
bid to further strengthen the 
administrative outreach and 
service delivery in rural areas, 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi performed on virtual 
mode the groundbreaking cer-
emonies for 471 gram pancha-
yat (GP) offi ces in 28 districts, 
except for Nuapada and Kalah-
andi, and distributed the fi rst 
installment under Antyodaya 
Gruha Yojana across the state.

The CM described these offi c-
es as “new temples of service”, 
which would function as one-
stop service centres, ensur-
ing respect, convenience, and 
timely solutions to citizens 
under one roof. “Service is our 
government’s core principle,” 
said Majhi, emphasising that 
under the guidance of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, GPs 
are being developed as centres 
for public welfare and service.

“Each gram panchayat of-
fi ce will be built with `35 lakh, 
funded through a partnership 
between the Union and state 
governments. These offi ces 
will have dedicated rooms for 
sarpanchs, panchayat executive 
offi cers, junior engineers, gram 
rozgar sevaks, and accoun-
tant-cum-data entry operators, 
ensuring all services are avail-
able under one roof,” he said. 

During the programme 

held at the Chief Minister’s 
Conference Hall in Lok Seva 
Bhawan, Majhi disbursed the 
fi rst instalment of fi nancial 
assistance to 48,693 benefi cia-
ries under Antyodaya Gruha 
Yojana, providing secure and 
dignifi ed housing for economi-
cally weaker and marginalised 
families not yet selected under 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yoja-
na-Gramin (PMAY-G).

Under this state scheme, 
the government will provide 
`1.20 lakh fi nancial assistance 
to benefi ciaries for building 
pucca houses. “A total of `7,550 
crore has been allocated for 
the fi nancial years from 2024-
25 to 2027-28 for construction 
of fi ve lakh houses. Excluding 
Nuapada and Kalahandi, 48,693 
benefi ciaries across 28 districts 
have received ̀ 40,000 each as the 
fi rst instalment, totalling ̀ 194.77 
crore. Benefi ciaries will receive 
`65,000 in the second installment 
and ̀ 15,000 in the third, making 
a total of ̀ 1.2 lakh per benefi cia-
ry,” Majhi said. 

CM lays stones for
471 GP offi ces
Disburses fi rst instalment of Antyodaya Gruha 

Yojana to 48,693 benefi ciaries across state

AGENCIES

Washington, Oct 19: Large 
crowds of protesters marched 
and rallied in cities across the 
US Saturday for “No Kings” 
demonstrations decrying what 
participants see as the govern-
ment’s swift drift into author-
itarianism under President 
Donald Trump.

People carrying signs with 
slogans such as “Nothing is 
more patriotic than protesting” 
or “Resist Fascism” packed into 
New York City’s Times Square 
and rallied by the thousands 
in parks in Boston, Atlanta 
and Chicago. Demonstrators 

marched through Washington 
and downtown Los Angeles and 
picketed outside capitols in 
several Republican-led states, 
a courthouse in Billings, Mon-
tana, and at hundreds of small-
er public spaces. 

Trump’s Republican Party 
disparaged the demonstra-
tions as “Hate America” rallies, 

but in many places the events 
looked more like a street party. 
There were marching bands, a 
huge banner with the US Con-
stitution’s “We The People” 
preamble that people could 
sign. It was the third mass mo-
bilisation since Trump’s return 
to the White House. Trump, 
meanwhile, was spending the 
weekend at his Mar-a-Lago 
home in Florida.

“They say they’re referring 
to me as a king. I’m not a king,” 
President Trump said in a Fox 
News interview that aired early 
Friday, before he departed for a 
$1 million-per-plate MAGA Inc 
fundraiser at his club.

Anti-Trump protests sweep US cities
PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 19: A 
goods train derailed Sunday 
after large boulders rolled 
onto the railway tracks be-
tween Tyada and Chimidipalli 
railway stations of Kothav-
alasa-Kirandul (KK) line in 
Andhra Pradesh, East Coast 
Railway (ECoR) offi cials said.

The incident took place 
around 4am when the Vi-
sakhapatnam-bound goods 
train was coming from Bacheli, 
they said. 

Visakhapatnam-Kirandul 
passenger train has been can-
celled from both sides.

Train derails as rock 
rolls onto tracks



MUMBAI: Anushka Shetty, one of the 
most admired actresses in the Tel-
ugu fi lm industry, is known for her 
grace, simplicity, and command-
ing on-screen presence. While she 
often makes headlines for 

her personal life, 
Anushka once 
shared a delightful memory 
from her childhood — her 
fi rst “I love you.” 

Taking fans back to her 
school days, the Baahubali 

actress recalled that she was in 
the sixth grade when a young class-

mate mustered the courage to confess 
his feelings. With all the innocence of 

a schoolboy crush, he told her, 
“I love you… I love you 

to death.” Anushka 
admitted that, 

at the time, 
she didn’t 

understand the meaning of those 
words and innocently replied, “Ok.” 
She fondly described it as one of her 
sweetest and most innocent child-
hood memories.

On the professional front, 
Anushka was last seen in Ghaati, 
where she played an intense, 

action-packed role. Her performance received 
appreciation for its depth and power, though 
the film failed to connect strongly with audi-
ences and underperformed at the box office. 
Following the film’s release, the Miss Shetty 
Mr Polishetty star announced that she would 
be taking a short break from social media to 
unwind and focus on herself.

 AGENCIES

Religious sentiments will 
be ruling your thoughts 
today, says Ganesha. This 
is a great day for making a trip to a 
temple or a popular religious destination. 
You should take your parents and other 
family members along on this auspicious 
journey. Your parents are sure to pray 
shower their love and blessings upon you 
and pray for your well being. 

You will be afforded full co-op-
eration by your relatives and 
friends. You will also be able 
to provide a solution to their problems by 
utilising your practical thinking. You will be 
infl uenced by your emotions while choosing 
between multiple alternatives. You need to 
carefully weigh the pros and cons of any 
decision you make today, says Ganesha.

You will pay serious attention 
to your work. You will feel 
that you have no option but 
to work hard. You will not be in the mood 
for socialising. This is only a temporary 
phase, hence there is no need to worry. 
You will be back to your usual gregarious 
self in no time at all, says Ganesha.

Ganesha advises you to quan-
tify your worth in the spheres 
of emotions and sentiments. 
You will prepare yourself for everything, 
from games to peers to family. However, 
at the same time you will realise your 
shortcomings. Ganesha foretells that 
from today on the artist in you will begin 
to come to the fore.

You wish to make an image 
makeover in your offi ce. You 
are tough and determined, 
and your work knows no limit when it 
comes to achieving your targets. You will 
love to brainstorm and give innovative 
ideas to colleagues and bosses. However, 
don't give away your best of ideas to 
anyone, advises Ganesha.

Your far-sightedness and 
brilliance will not only 
impress your peers, but also 
help you to rope in big clients and huge 
projects. Cheers to that! Thanks to your 
systematic and disciplined approach, you 
are entitled to be the 'most desirable' 
employee of the company.

Whatever fi eld you are in, 
your career matters will top 
your priority list. You will 
put your personal life on the back burner 
for a while. This change of places will 
surely bring you great rewards as your 
performance will drastically improve and 
everyone will appreciate your efforts.

It's a day you may want to 
spend with yourself. But it 
may still not bring the de-
sired peace and tranquility. An unpleas-
ant situation may force you to deal with 
reality, says Ganesha. You now realise 
how much strength you derive from your 
devotion to God.

You will fi nd favourable 
conditions at work as you 
co-ordinate with your 
colleagues and seniors to tackle tough 
problems. You will be able to get the 
desirable results for all the effort you 
put in, in the offi ce, says Ganesha. Those 
engaging in business will be able to make 
some strong and useful contacts today 
which will be handy in the future.

Ganesha says that today 
you shall be very careful in 
money matters. It is nothing 
to do with miserliness at all. When buying 
things you will be careful while spending 
money and will stick to your budget. On 
the other hand when you are out with 
your loved ones you will not think about 
holding back and will spend lavishly.

A shopping spree with your 
darling is likely to be the 
highlight of the day, even though you will 
be paying for almost everything. Though 
you have decided to be this lavish out of 
sheer love, your sweetheart will more 
than return the favour with a sweaty 
thank you 'return gift' in the evening.

You feel lost and thoroughly 
depressed today. This will 
make you turn towards spir-
ituality, says Ganesha. You will devote 
more time to meditation and will pray a 
lot. Despite the adverse circumstances, 
Ganesha says you will make a 
good deal of material headway.
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LIMP BIZKIT BASSIST 
SAM RIVERS DIES 

TOM HOLLAND WON’T 
STAR AS JAMES BOND

Sam Rivers, the bassist and founding 
member of American nu metal band Limp 
Bizkit passed away at the age of 48, the 
band members said. The band announced 
Rivers’ demise with a post on Instagram 
Saturday, featuring the late musician per-
forming on the stage.

Tom Holland will not be the next James 
Bond. The 29-year-old actor has been 
suggested as a possible replacement for 
Daniel Craig as 007 but his Marvel contract 
is said to forbid him from taking any parts 
that could overshadow his lead role in the 
Spider-Man movies.
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

MUMBAI: Diana Penty, one 
of Bollywood’s most admired 
actresses, recently made 
headlines for her latest Ama-
zon Original series Do You 
Wanna Partner, where she 
stars alongside Tamannaah 
Bhatia as a confi dent business-
woman. However, behind her 
composed exterior lies a story 
many young women can relate 
to — one shaped by insecur-
ities, harassment, and body 
shaming. 

Before fame, Diana was a 
shy college student in Mum-
bai, commuting by local 
trains to St. Xavier’s. 
In an old interview, 
she recalled fa-
cing daily cat-
calling and 
harassment, 
saying, 
“Every girl 
in Bombay 
has gone 
through 
this. I 
was shy, 
under-
confi -
dent, and 
scared. 
I didn’t 
have 

the courage to fi ght back.”
Diana also opened up about 

being body-shamed since child-
hood for being too skinny. 
“People would tell me, ‘You 
don’t eat?’ and aunties would 
question my mother. It scars 
you as a child,” she shared. Her 
mother even consulted a diet-
ician, who suggested feeding 
her six bananas a day to help 
her gain weight. Refl ecting on 
her journey, Diana said her 
insecurities about being “too 
tall and too thin” made her 

dress in loose clothes and 
avoid attention. “Now, 

I see it as an advan-
tage,” she added, 

showing how 
she turned 
past pain into 
strength and 
self-accept-
ance. 

AGENCIES

MUMBAI: Bollywood 
actress Parineeti Cho-
pra, and her politician 
husband Raghav Chadha 
have embraced parent-
hood. The couple wel-
comed a baby boy on Sun-
day. They took to their 
Instagram, and shared 
the news with their fol-
lowers in a joint post.

The couple shared a 
creative in celadon col-
oured stripes announ-
cing the arrival of their 
baby boy. They wrote, 
“He’s finally here! our 
Baby Boy And we lit-

erally can’t remember 
life before! Arms full, our 
hearts are fuller. First we 
had each other, now we 
have everything. With 
gratitude, Parineeti & 
Raghav”.

Earlier in the day, it 
was reported that the ac-
tress has been admitted to 
a hospital in Delhi as the 
medical experts prepared 
for her delivery. The 
Amar Singh Chamkila 
actress had shifted to the 
national capital ahead of 
her delivery.

The good news for the 

couple comes more than 
2 years after they tied the 
nuptial knot in Udaipur. 
Parineeti and Raghav 
took the wedding vows in 
a private yet grand cere-
mony September 24, 2023, 
in Udaipur, Rajasthan. 
The wedding blended Bol-
lywood charm with polit-
ical elegance, attended by 
close family, friends and 
prominent fi gures includ-
ing Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal and Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann.

 IANS

Parineeti, Raghav embrace parenthoodDIANA’S 
BITTER PAST

MUMBAI: Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu’s chartbuster Oo 

Antava from the 2021 fi lm Push-
pa: The Rise, starring Allu Arjun and 

Rashmika Mandanna, became a cultural 
phenomenon. Refl ecting on the experience, 

Samantha revealed she took up the song as a 
personal challenge. “I did Oo Antava to see if I 

could. It was a challenge I gave myself,” she said, 
adding that she never saw herself as “sexy” and be-

lieved no one would offer her a bold role. The song, 
composed by Devi Sri Prasad and 

written by Chandrabose, 
went viral across lan-

guages, with Samantha’s 
hook steps alongside Allu 

Arjun becoming iconic.
Samantha also spoke 

about taking on diverse 
roles, including her 

powerful portrayal of Ra-
ji in The Family Man 2. 

“I went searching for that 
role. I had always played girl-

next-door characters, and Raji 
was completely different,” she 
shared. The acclaimed Amazon 
Original series, starring Manoj 
Bajpayee, explores the life of a 
middle-class man balancing a se-
cretive job and family life.

On the work front, Samantha 
is known for working in fi lms such as 
Dookudu, Seethamma Vakitlo Sirimalle Chettu, Attar-
intiki Daredi, Kaththi, Theri, Mersal and Rangasthalam. She also gained 
appreciation for her performance in Mahanati, Oh! Baby, Super Deluxe, 
Majili and the thriller series The Family Man.  AGENCIES

s

When 
Samantha 

tested 
herself

Anushka on 
her fi rst love
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Paris, Oct 19: 
Thieves broke in-
to Paris’ Louvre 
museum through 
a window Sunday, 
stealing “priceless” 
items of jewellery, 
including nine 
pieces from the jew-
ellery collection of 
Napoleon and the 
Empress, before 
escaping on motor-
bikes, the French 
government said.

“A robbery took 
place this morning 
at the opening of the 
Louvre Museum,” 
Rachida Dati wrote 
on X. The Louvre said 
it would close “for ex-
ceptional reasons,” 
offering no further 
details on the heist. 
No injuries were re-
ported.

Dati said she was 
on site and that an 
investigation was 
underway.

French daily 'Le 
Parisien' reported 
that the criminals en-
tered the world’s most 
visited museum and 
former palace via the 
Seine-facing facade, 
where construction 
is underway. 

They reportedly 
stole “nine pieces 
from the jewellery 
collection of Napoleon 
and the Empress,” the 
newspaper said.

Napoleonic jewels 
stolen from Louvre

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct 19: The Supreme 
Court has expressed serious con-
cern over non-implementation of 
more than 8.82 lakh judgements 
passed by courts across the coun-
try in civil disputes, terming the 
situation as “highly disappoint-
ing” and “alarming”.

A bench of Justices JB Pardi-
wala and Pankaj Mithal made the 
remarks while reviewing the com-
pliance of its March 6 order that 
had directed all High Courts to 
instruct civil courts within their 
jurisdiction to decide “execution 
petitions” within six months.

"Execution petitions" are the 
pleas fi led by decree holders, who 
have won the civil disputes, seek-
ing enforcement of the verdicts.

The court had also made it clear 
that presiding offi cers would be 

held liable for any delay in pre-
siding with its directive.

“The statistics which we have 
received are highly disappoint-
ing. The fi gures of the pendency 
of the execution petitions across 
the country are alarming. As on 
date, 8,82,578 execution petitions 
are pending across the coun-
try,” the bench said. The bench 
said in the last six months from 
March 6, a total of 3,38,685 such 
petitions have been decided and 
disposed of. 

The bench, in its October 16 
order, said, “As observed in our 

main judgement, after the decree 
is passed, if it is going to take 
years and years to execute the de-
cree, then it makes no sense and 
would be nothing short of travesty 
of justice.”

The top court said it is once 
again requesting all the High 
Courts to evolve some procedure 
and guide their respective district 
judiciary for effective and expe-
ditious disposal of the execution 
petitions which are pending as 
on date. 

The apex court, however, ob-
served that “unfortunately, the 
Karnataka High Court has failed 
to furnish us with the necessary 
data in this regard.”

“Asking the apex court regis-
try to once again give a remind-
er to the Karnataka High Court 
to provide the data regarding the 
disposal of the execution petitions 

in the last six months and the pen-
dency of it as on date.

“The Registrar General of the 
High Court of Karnataka owes 
an explanation why he has failed 
to provide us with the necessary 
information. Two weeks’ time is 
granted to the registrar general 
of the high court to offer his ex-
planation in this regard,” it said. 

Posting the matter for report-
ing further progress April 10 next 
year, the court said that it wanted 
complete fi gures from all the High 
Courts regarding the status of 
execution petitions the way they 
have forwarded.

“When this matter is notifi ed 
once again April 10, 2026, we want 
all the HCs on their original side 
also to furnish the necessary in-
formation as regards the pending 
execution petitions as well as dis-
posal of the same,” it said. 

SC: Non-implementation of 8.82L orders alarmingPOST NEWS NETWORK

Parjang, Oct 19: A man al-
legedly murdered a youth 
after he reportedly found 
him molesting his minor 
daughter near a nullah at 
Mundasahi Mohanpasi vil-
lage under Parjang police 
limits in Dhenkanal district 
Saturday, police said. 

The incident came to the 
fore after accused Rupa 
Pingua surrendered before 
Dadraghati outpost police, 
and narrated about the 
happenings Sunday. The 
victim was identifi ed as 
Karunakar Behera, a resi-
dent of Colony No-1 under 

the police outpost. Based on 
his statements, Dadraghati 
OIC Bikash Chandra Behera 
detained Rupa and launched 
an investigation. Later, po-
lice launched a search oper-
ation at Gambharia nullah 
and recovered the body. 

A scientifi c team rushed 
to the crime scene for in-
vestigation, as Parjang 
IIC Dhiren Kumar Behera, 
Dadraghati OIC and ASI 
Ajay Samal intensifi ed 
the probe. The body was 
sent to Parjang commu-
nity health centre (CHC) 
for postmortem even as a 
murder case was registered 
in this connection. The in-

cident occurred when the 
deceased had gone near the 
nullah. Sources said Karuna-
kar spotted Rupa’s minor 
daughter there and tried to 
molest her when the latter 
screamed for help. Hearing 
the screams, the girl's father, 
along with some other villag-
ers, rushed there to help her. 
Seeing Rupa fast approach-
ing him, Karunakar jumped 
into the nullah and tried to 
save himself.

However, Rupa hurled a 
stone at Karunakar which 
struck his earlobe. Rupa 
also jumped into the nul-
lah and allegedly crushed 
Karunakar in the muck.

Man kills youth for molesting daughter
 P1
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

33.0° 31.2°
25.0° 23.2°
83% 85%

NIL 3.1mm

FORECAST

Fog/mist in the 
morning and 

partly cloudy sky 
later

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar/Koraput, Oct 
19: The rich legacy of Kotpad 
weavers, who have been hand-
crafting exquisite textiles for 
generations, deserves global 
recognition through strate-
gic branding and promotion, 
experts observed during the 
valedictory session of a two-
day Master Weavers’ Man-
agement Training Programme. 

The event was jointly organ-
ised by the Central University 
of Odisha (CUO), Koraput, and 
the Indian Institute of Manage-
ment (IIM), Sambalpur, at the 
CUO Sunabeda campus.

The initiative, backed by 
the Ministry of Education, 
was launched in line with 
directives given by Union 
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan during his 
visit to CUO in July, aimed 
at strengthening traditional 
weaving skills and promoting 

sustainable livelihoods for 
master weavers.

CUO vice-chancellor Naras-
ingh Charan Panda graced 
the inaugural session as chief 
guest. Highlighting the impor-
tance of collaboration between 
CUO, IIM Sambalpur, and oth-
er central educational institu-
tions, Panda said such part-
nerships could bridge the gap 
between academic knowledge 
and social impact. He stressed 

the need to strengthen the sup-
ply chain, ensure fair pricing 
for weavers, expand access to 
global markets, and enhance 
their income through effec-
tive management practices. 
“Universities must go beyond 
academic boundaries and con-
tribute to social upliftment,” 
he added.

Speaking on the occasion, 
IIM Sambalpur director Ma-
hadeo Jaiswal highlighted the 

potential of a reverse business 
model to empower weavers. He 
emphasised the signifi cance 
of digital platforms, including 
ONDC and other e-commerce 
websites, to reach global mar-
kets, and underscored the im-
portance of skill development 
and management training in 
improving business effi ciency 
and sustainability for weavers.

Gracing the occasion as 
guest of honour, CUO registrar 
Rakesh Kumar Lenka lauded 
the university’s initiatives to 
empower local weavers as part 
of its social responsibility. He 
added that the training pro-
gramme would help strength-
en their entrepreneurial skills 
and enhance product position-
ing in wider markets.

Programme coordinator 
Prasant Kumar Behera appre-
ciated the Kotpad weavers for 
preserving traditional and sus-
tainable weaving techniques, 
noting their role in safeguard-

ing India’s cultural heritage. 
Co-coordinator Sujit Kumar 
Pruseth described the event 
as a successful model of col-
laboration between academia 
and society.

A total of 21 master weav-
ers, including fi ve women, 
from various villages in the 
Kotpad block of Koraput dis-
trict, actively participated in 
the training programme.

Kotpad weavers deserve global recognition: Experts

Backed by the Ministry of 
Education and guided by 

Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan’s 
directives, the initiatives seeks 
to revive Kotpad’s traditional 
weaving techniques  

Organisers emphasise 
academic-social 

collaboration, stressing the 
use of digital platforms, 
skill development, effective 
management practices, and 
global market outreach 

Master Weavers’ Management Training Programme aims to strengthen Kotpad handloom legacy, 
enhance global recognition, and promote sustainable livelihoods

DETECTING SUSPECT: Police dog squad demonstrates during the concluding day of 70th State Police Duty Meet organised under the aegis of Odisha 
Police Crime Branch at Reserve Police Ground in Buxi Bazar, Cuttack Sunday  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 19: Thou-
sands of State Selection Board 
(SSB) lecturers serving in aided 
colleges across the state held a 
peaceful protest at Lower PMG 
here Sunday, demanding parity 
in pay with government colleges.

Organised under the banner 
of the Odisha State Lecturers’ 
Association (OSLA), over 1,000 
lecturers from various aided 
colleges across the state par-
ticipated in the agitation.

The lecturers alleged that de-
spite possessing higher qualifi -
cations, their salaries were low-
er than those of school teachers 
and sought “equal pay for equal 
work” along with offi cial gov-
ernment recognition on par 
with lecturers in government 
colleges.

Their primary demand is re-
vision of grade pay from `4,600 
to `6,000 with retrospective ef-

fect from 2016.
According to OSLA, this is 

not their fi rst protest — the 
association has earlier held 
peaceful demonstrations for 
grade pay revision. 

The association expressed 
hope that the BJP government, 
which had promised “equal pay 
for equal work” during the elec-
tions, would now fulfi ll that 
commitment.

“We were selected through 
a fair, transparent, and mer-
it-based recruitment process 
conducted by the SSB,” said 
OSLA representatives.

They added, “We serve as 
lecturers in various aided de-
gree colleges across the state, 
performing the same duties and 
responsibilities as our counter-
parts in government colleges. 
Many of us hold PhD and MPhil 
degrees and have cleared NET 
and JRF examinations, yet we 
continue to be denied offi cial 

recognition and correspond-
ing pay.”

The lecturers pointed out 
that prior to 1989, the pay scale 
for college lecturers ranged 
between `700–1,600 and `1,350–
2,975. In 1989, the scale was re-
vised to `2,200–4,000, ensuring 
parity between aided and gov-
ernment college lecturers.

Subsequent revisions in 1996 
and 2006 upgraded the pay scale 
to `15,600–39,100 with a grade 
pay of `5,400, which was later 
raised to `6,000.

However, the lecturers said 
that during the 2016 SSB re-
cruitment, the newly appoint-
ed lecturers were given a lower 
grade pay of `4,600, a disparity 
that continues to this day.

OSLA described the issue 
as a governmental anomaly 
and an open violation of Rule 
9, Chapter 3 of the Odisha Edu-
cation (Recruitment and Con-
ditions of Service of Teachers 
and Employees of Aided Educa-
tional Institutions) Rules, 1974, 
which guarantees equal pay for 
equal work.

The association’s key de-
mands inclusion of House Rent 
Allowance (HRA) and offi cial 
government recognition, en-
hancement of retirement ben-
efi ts and gratuity, amendment 
of Section 7C of the Odisha Ed-
ucation Act, 1974, independent 
leave entitlement for women 
lecturers, time-bound promo-
tions, and recognition as As-
sistant Professors.

The protest was led and coor-
dinated by OSLA vice-president 
Manas Ranjan Sahoo, general 
secretary Gaurav Sharma, joint 
secretary Tulasi Raut, treasur-
er Gayadhar Mallick, and joint 
treasurer Tathagata Raut.

SSB lecturers protest pay disparity in City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 19: The 
festive spirit in Odisha may 
face a setback, as rain clouds 
are expected to overshadow 
Diwali celebrations, following 
a similar disruption during 
Dussehra. The India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) has 
predicted rainfall in several 
parts of the state, particularly 
across coastal and southern 
districts, as a low-pressure ar-
ea over the Bay of Bengal (BoB) 
is likely to bring widespread 
showers. 

Diwali was initially sched-
uled to be observed October 
21, but according to the latest 
almanac calculations, the festi-
val falls a day earlier, October 
20. In response, the state gov-
ernment extended the holiday 
to two days, including Mon-

day. However, the forecast 
of a low-pressure system and 
expected rainfall now threat-
ens to dampen the festive cel-
ebrations.

As per an IMD bulletin, “Un-
der the infl uence of a cyclonic 
circulation over south Anda-
man Sea, a low pressure area 
is likely to form over southeast 
BoB around October 21. It is 
likely to move west-northwest-
wards and intensify further 
into a depression over central 
parts of south BoB and adjoin-
ing westcentral BoB during the 
subsequent 48 hours.”

As residents prepare to light 
fi recrackers Monday, the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has issued a yellow 
warning for several districts, 
including Balasore, Bhadrak, 
Jajpur, Kendrapara, Cuttack, 
Jagatsinghpur, Puri, Khurda, 

Nayagarh, Ganjam, Gajapati, 
Malkangiri, Rayagada, and 
Koraput. 

According to the weather-
man, thunderstorms with light-
ning, accompanied by gusty 
surface winds reaching speeds 
of 30 to 40 kmph, are likely at 
one or two places across the 
affected districts.

Addressing concerns about a 
possible cyclone, the IMD clari-
fi ed that there is no forecast of 
a cyclone or super cyclone at 
present. 

However, a low-pressure 
area is expected to form over 
the southeastern BoB around 
October 21, which could later 
intensify into a depression. It 
is noteworthy that October his-
torically witnesses heightened 
cyclonic activity in the BoB, 
making the situation closely 
monitored by meteorologists.

Bhubaneswar: The ‘Save 
Sainik School, Remove Dump 
Yard’ outfi t has announced an 
indefi nite hunger strike in front 
of the Regional Offi ce of the State 
Pollution Control Board October 29, 
demanding the immediate closure 
of the illegal Alia Gada dumping 
yard. The outfi t claims that for 
over 20 years, the Bhubaneswar 
Municipal Corporation (BMC) has 
been illegally dumping waste on 
more than 20 acres of land near 
the Sainik School, creating severe 
health and environmental hazards 
for nearby residents.  Despite 
repeated complaints, the State 
Pollution Control Board issued 
a consent to operate (CTO) to 
BMC August 12, 2025, allowing 
operations of composting, 
recycling, and effl uent treatment 
units without proper verifi cation. 
Activists allege this was done in 
violation of environmental laws, 
given the site’s proximity to 
schools, universities, and dense 
residential areas. 

Rain may dampen 
Diwali festivities

CM wishes a safe, 
eco-friendly Diwali

C
hief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Sunday extended his warm greet-
ings to the people of Odisha on 

the occasion of Diwali, urging them to 
celebrate the festival in an eco-friendly 
and safe manner. In a video message 
shared on the offi cial X handle of the 
Chief Minister’s Offi ce (CMO), Majhi 
said, “I extend my greetings and best 
wishes to the people of the state on 
the occasion of Diwali, the festival of 
lights and joy. The light of intelligence 
saves mankind from the darkness of ig-
norance. Diwali inspires us to embrace 
a bright and prosperous future, fi lled 
with new hopes, dreams, and aspira-
tions.” Appealing for an eco-friendly 
celebration, the CM added, “This year, 
let us celebrate a pollution-free and 
green Diwali by respecting nature and 
protecting the environment.”

IMD has issued a yellow warning 
for several districts, cautioning 
residents about possible 
disruptions, while monitoring 
the formation of a low-pressure 
system around October 21 

October is historically a month of 
intense cyclonic activity in the Bay 

of Bengal, prompting meteorologists 
to closely monitor the low-pressure 
system for any potential escalation 

into a depression

Hunger strike against 
dumping yard Oct 29

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Nuapada, Oct 19: A day after 
the ruling BJP held a rally here, 
the opposition BJD organised a 
padayatra and public gathering 
Sunday to display its strength 
ahead of candidate Snehangini 
Chhuria fi ling her nomination 
for the upcoming bypoll in the 
Nuapada Assembly segment. 
Party sources said Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik is likely to hit the 
campaign trail November 6 and 7 
to canvass support for Chhuria.

Though the Congress has 
accused the BJD of having a 
‘deal’ with the BJP, the rally 
demonstrated a full-scale cam-
paign by the regional party to 
retain its stronghold. Nuapada 
constituency had long been held 
by the BJD headed by Naveen 

Patnaik since 2009, apart from 
a brief disruption in 2014 when 
the BJP's Basant Panda won.

The Nuapada bypoll was trig-
gered by the death of four-time 
local MLA and ex-minister Ra-
jendra Dholakia on September 
8. His son’s switch to the BJP 
prompted the BJD to nominate 
Chhuria, a former Baragarh leg-
islator, to contest the seat. She 
will fi le her papers Monday.

Accompanied by hundreds 
of party workers and leaders, 
Chhuria held the rally from the 
Shiv temple of Nuapada. “What 
you see today is not BJD’s 
show of strength. The party’s 
real strength lies in people and 
its workers. Our workers want-
ed to hold a rally and we are 
here on the streets,” Chhuria 
told reporters.

NUAPADA BYPOLL

Naveen may campaign for 
two days in Nov 1st week

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cuttack, Oct 19: The state 
government has started dis-
cussions with High Court offi -
cials to set up fast-track courts 
across the state to speed up tri-
als in cases related to crimes 
against women, thus ensuring 
speedy justice.

Speaking at the valedictory 
session of the Odisha Police 
Duty Meet in Cuttack Sunday, 
Law Minister Prithiviraj Har-
ichandan said the government 
is committed to strengthening 
the criminal justice system and 
ensuring speedy justice, partic-
ularly for women, children, and 
vulnerable sections of society.

Stating that the government 
is giving top priority to mod-
ernise the police department, 
the minister said the state has 
already appointed additional 
public prosecutors in all dis-
tricts to ensure quicker dispos-
al of cases.

The Police Duty Meet, which 
began October 16, saw partici-
pation from police personnel 
and sniffer dogs in a series of 
competitions showcasing polic-
ing skills.

Minister Harichandan said 
the role of police is critical 
in achieving the vision of a 
developed nation and a pros-
perous Odisha. DGP Yogesh 
Bahadur Khurania, who also 
addressed the gathering, said 
mindset change and knowledge 
enhancement are vital for im-
proving professional standards 
in the force. “To upgrade skills, 
the Crime Branch will soon 
develop new training modules 
and conduct workshops across 
various ranges,” he said.

Govt to ensure speedy
justice for women: Min
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Muniguda, Oct 19: Railway 
Protection Force (RPF) per-
sonnel seized `90 lakh in cash 
from two trains during a spe-
cial operation between Kesinga 
and Titilagarh railway stations 
and detained three individuals, 
sources said Sunday. The sus-
pects and the cash were handed 
over to the Income Tax depart-
ment for investigation.

The operation targeted illegal 
transportation of goods and un-
accounted cash. While inspect-
ing Bhagat Ki Kothi Weekly Ex-
press (No. 18573) Thursday, RPF 
offi cers K Swayam Prakash, Ha-
numan Singh, and Shailendra 
Kumar, found Naresh Kumar 
Agrawal of Bhawanipatna in 
Kalahandi district carrying `20 
lakh in cash. 

Agrawal, who claimed the 
money was for his nephew’s 

wedding, provided only an 
Aadhaar card copy and mobile 
number, lacking valid docu-
mentation. He was detained 
and transferred to the Sambal-
pur Income Tax department.

RPF offi cers inspecting 
Dharti Aaba Superfast Express 
(No. 22838) Friday discovered 
Umesh Prasad of Gaya in Bi-
har and Prabhat Kumar Sahu of 
Khunti in Jharkhand, carrying 
cash worth `70 lakh. 

The duo admitted to trans-
porting the cash from Kesinga 
to Ranchi for their employer 
but failed to provide supporting 
documents, offering only Aad-
haar copies, mobile numbers, 
and PAN details. 

They were also handed over 
to the Sambalpur Income Tax 
department. RPF Sub-Inspector 
K Swayam Prakash said the in-
vestigation into the source of 
recovered cash continues.

Cash worth `90L 
seized from trains; 
three detained

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kalyansinghpur/Rayagada, 
Oct 19: Posters announcing 
cash rewards for information 
leading to the arrest of Maoist 
leaders have appeared in vari-
ous parts of the Niyamgiri hill 
region spanning Kalyansingh-
pur, Muniguda, and Chandra-
pur blocks of Rayagada district.

The posters, spotted Sunday 
near the panchayat offi ce at 
Parshali village, as well as at 
the block and tehsil offi ces in 
Kalyansinghpur, call on the 
public to “catch Maoists and 
earn rewards”. The posters 

displayed names and photo-
graphs of several senior Mao-
ist leaders, including Central 
Committee member Ganesh 
Uike, special zonal committee 
member Nikhil alias Shivaji, 
Sudarshan alias Bikash, Ankita 
alias Indu, Sukru alias Krish-
na, Nitu, military platoon com-
mander Shila alias Nagamani, 
Anwesh alias Renu, divisional 
committee member Mamata 
alias Saite, and Nakul alias 
Chandra, along with the respec-
tive rewards ranging from `20 
lakh up to `1 crore.

The posters also mention 
that anyone providing cred-

ible information about the 
Maoists to the mobile number 
9437643839 will be rewarded, 
and their identity will be kept 
confi dential. 

For over a decade, Maoists 
have been active in the Ni-
yamagiri hills spread across 
Muniguda, Bissamcuttack and 
Kalyansinghpur areas and 
carrying out several violent 
incidents. As the Chandrapur 
and Muniguda blocks border 
Kandhamal and Kalahandi dis-
tricts, police have strengthened 
surveillance in these areas, de-
ploying CRPF personnel to curb 
extremist activities.

Police sources said that fol-
lowing intensifi ed anti-Maoist 
operations in neighbouring 
Chhattisgarh and Andhra 
Pradesh—where several top 
Maoist cadres have been killed 
in encounters and many have 
surrendered—some extrem-
ists may have taken shelter in 
forested parts of Rayagada and 
adjoining districts.

Offi cials suspect that the 
posters were issued as part of 
the ongoing counter-insurgen-
cy campaign against the active 
Bansadhara-Ghumusar-Naga-
vali (Baghuna) Maoist division 
operating in southern Odisha.

Police offer rewards for info on MaoistsDaringbadi: Women took it upon 
themselves and lodged a complaint at 
Daringbadi police station in Kandha-
mal district after a 12-year old girl 
was raped by a married man, police 
said Sunday. The survivor, a Class 
VIII student, was staying with four 
younger siblings at a village under 
the police limits as their parents 
work as migrant labourers in another 
state. In the absence of her parents, 
the girl used to take care of her 
siblings. Sources said the accused 
informed the girl that her father had 
sent money to his account to buy 
her a pair of chappals and asked her 
to accompany him to Daringbadi. 
Believing his words, the girl went 
with the man. The accused picked 
her to a deserted forest on the way 
and raped her. While leaving, the 
accused even threatened to kill her 
if she disclosed the matter before 
others. Afraid, the girl managed to 
return home. However, after she fell 
sick and developed some complica-
tions, she narrated her ordeal before 
some village women. The women 
ganged up and lodged a complaint at 
the police station. Police registered a 
case and launched an investigation, 
Daringbadi IIC Kanak Majhi said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 19: 
The 12th edition of Adivasi 
Mahotsav (Parichaya: The 
National Tribal Carnival) 
organised at IDCO Exhibi-
tion Ground here concluded 
Sunday. 

The event, which began 
October 11 and was organ-
ised by Saa Parichaya Foun-
dation, saw a huge gather-
ing of people and eminent 
figures from various walks 
of life including ministers, 
journalists and political 
figures.

Union Minister for Trib-
al Affairs Jual Oram, BJP 
leader Pabitra Mohan Dash, 
eminent journalist Satya 
Prakash Nayak, Mahanga 
MLA Sarada Prasad Prad-
han and others attended 
the event. 

Besides, Dharitri and 
Orissa POST   Editor Tathaga-
ta Satpathy and Chief Exec-
utive Adyasha Satpathy also 
graced the occasion.     

During his address, Oram 
said, “The Scheduled Tribe 
(ST) bears a unique identity 
owing to its geographical iso-
lation, socioeconomic status, 
distinct culture and various 

other factors. It doesn’t in-
clude any caste, creed or re-
ligion.” The Union minister 
also thanked the tribal peo-
ple across the country who 
participated in the carnival. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dharitri and Orissa POST  
Chief Executive Adyasha 
Satpathy hailed the carnival 
stressing that it plays a cru-
cial role in exercising cul-
tural transmission. She also 
called for strong reforms to 
preserve tribal culture, cus-
toms and language. 

“We need to establish a 
learning approach towards 
rural and tribal communities 
to support them as they are 
well aware how to preserve 
their culture,” she said.

The dailies’ Editor Ta-
thagata Satpathy referred 
to the tribal community as 
the ‘protectors of the land’ 
and expressed gratitude 
towards them. 

“If we will understand the 
value of our land, we will 
understand the meaning of 
‘tribal’. Tribal communities 
are true owners of this land,” 
Tathagata said.

12-yr-old girl raped

Adivasi Mahotsav 2025 concludes in City

Man held for issuing murder threats on Insta
Digapahandi: Police here have arrested a man from Bada Dumbula village in Ganjam district 
after he allegedly posted an Instagram video brandishing a sword and threatening to kill three 
people from his village. The accused identifi ed as Sushant Goud, also known as Mahakud, 
was seen waving a sword and saying he would take off their heads in the video. He reportedly 
recorded the video himself and uploaded it on the social media platform, where it quickly 
went viral. After the clip drew widespread attention, it came to the notice of Berhampur SP 
Saravana Vivek M. The SP directed Digapahandi IIC (in-charge)-cum-DSP Prashant Kumar 
Patra to investigate and take action. SI Raj Kishore Patra fi led a complaint and a case (373/25) 
was registered at Digapahandi police station. Investigating offi cer ASI Manoj Singh seized the 
sword and the accused’s mobile phone before his arrest and produced him in court. He was 
remanded to Digapahandi sub-jail custody after the magistrate rejected his bail plea.

Dhenkanal: Asmita 
Adhikari, a student of 
English Journalism at 
the Indian Institute of 
Mass Communication 
(IIMC), Dhenkanal, was 
selected as part of the 
offi cial delegation of the 
Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting to represent 
India at MIPCOM Waves 
Bazar in Cannes, France, 
held from October 13 to 16. 
According to offi cial sources, 
Asmita participated in the 
event under the WAVES 
Bazar Global Outreach 
Programme. Her travel 
and hospitality expenses 
were fully sponsored by the 
Government of India. Speaking 
from Cannes, Asmita said, 
“It’s really exciting being in 
France and meeting such 
talented and ambitious 
people. Talking to people from 
diverse backgrounds has been 
challenging, but also very 
enriching.” Asmita said the 
experience helped her gain 
confi dence and push herself to 
learn and perform better. 

IIMC Dhenkanal 
student represents 
India at MIPCOM 
in Cannes, France

Union Minister for Tribal Affairs Jual Oram addresses the concluding day ceremony of ‘Adivasi Mahotsav’ 
organised by Parichaya Foundation at Exhibition Ground in Bhubaneswar Sunday. Also seen on the dais are: Dharitri 
and Orissa POST Editor Tathagata Satpathy, the newspapers’ Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy and other dignitaries



G
ujarat supposedly the 
most prosperous state 
and a dynamic eco-
nomic model for the 

country sprung a surprise with 
a fast reshuffl e through resigna-
tions of 16 ministers and swift 
induction of 25, 12 fi rst-time 
MLAs, days before Diwali.

It may be indicator of the de-
velopments below the surface. 
The quick fi x solution is neces-
sitated also by a Gujarati belief 
that the fortnight following the 
Diwali considered inauspicious. 
In a Congress-ruled system such 
reshuffl es were not unknown. 
That’s the BJP rarely do. Is it 
an indicator of a tempest?

The sudden resignation on 
October 16 of the entire Guja-
rat cabinet, except for Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Patel, is 
stated to be a strategic move 
to address administrative in-
effi ciencies, counter anti-in-
cumbency sentiment, and 
strengthen its position before 
upcoming local elections.

No strange is the phenome-
nal rise of Harsha Sanghavi, 
a Jain, as deputy CM, to hold 
the home ministry, so far, a do-
main of the CM. He is the sixth 
deputy CM since the times of 
Chimanbhai Patel.

Gujarat’s industrial 
strength, fi scal prudence, and 
infrastructure prowess rou-
tinely earn top ranks in na-
tional indices. Yet, beneath 
the veneer of prosperity, NITI 
Aayog’s data and other offi cial 
reports reveal a troubling 
paradox: Gujarat’s economic 
progress has not translated 
into commensurate gains in 
human development. Recent 
data compiled by RBI reveals 
that MP and Gujarat have the 
lowest daily wages in India.

Talking about the positives, 
Gujarat boasts one of India’s 
most diversifi ed industrial 
bases, leading in chemicals, pet-

rochemicals, pharmaceuticals, 
textiles, and gems and jewellery. 
It contributes over one-third of 
India’s chemical output and 62 
per cent of petrochemical pro-
duction, supported by major 
ports like Kandla, Mundra, and 
Dahej. With over 33 lakh MS-
MEs, the state sustains strong 
job creation and exports.

In 2023–24, Gujarat emerged 
as India’s top destination for 
bank-funded projects, refl ect-
ing investor confi dence and 
policy stability. Handling 40 
per cent of India’s cargo and 
30 per cent of exports, Gujarat 
remains among NITI Aayog’s 
top performers.

But NITI Aayog’s National 
Multidimensional Poverty 
Index (MPI) and human de-
velopment studies tell a dif-
ferent story. The same data 
that praise Gujarat’s fi scal 
prudence also expose the fault 
lines of social inequality and 
poor human outcomes.

Despite its prosperity, Guja-
rat has one of the highest rates 
of malnutrition among major 
Indian states. The National 
MPI 2015–16 to 2019–21 found 
that 38 per cent of the popula-

tion is undernourished. In ru-
ral areas, nearly half of all res-
idents face nutritional depriva-
tion, pointing at weaknesses 
in food distribution, health 
access, and household income.

August 2025 reports indicate 
that 7,269 Micro, Small, and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 
had shut down in Gujarat over 
the previous fi ve years, result-
ing in over 33,000 job losses.

The report also noted that 
23.3 per cent of the state’s 
population lives in inadequate 
housing. In rural Gujarat, 
substandard housing condi-
tions prevail in districts like 
Dahod, Narmada, and Chhota 
Udepur—regions that have 
not shared the same growth 
momentum as the industrial 
hubs of Ahmedabad, Surat, 
and Vadodara.

The contrast is striking: 
while cities such as Surat boast 
some of India’s highest per cap-
ita incomes, Dahod remains 
among the most impoverished 
districts in the country.

While Gujarat’s poverty in-
tensity has declined over time, 
its headcount ratio remains 
higher than those of Telanga-

na, Maharashtra, and Tamil 
Nadu. The state’s rapid indus-
trialisation has not generated 
inclusive employment or social 
mobility at the scale required 
to lift all regions equally.

The labour market, though 
vibrant in manufacturing and 
ports, still lacks balance in 
quality jobs, social protection, 
and wage parity.

The word “convoluted” cap-
tures the Gujarat paradox. On 
one hand, the state showcases 
India’s most successful eco-
nomic management and indus-
trial expansion; on the other, 
it reveals stubborn defi cits in 
human well-being.

The NITI Aayog indices 
collectively paint a picture of 
dual realities. High economic 
growth has not automatically 
improved nutrition, housing, 
or social equality. The social 
sectors and welfare remain 
underfunded.

The so-called “Gujarat Mod-
el” has long been hailed as a 
template for other states. Yet, 
the model’s focus on industri-
al output and ease of business 
has come at the cost of welfare 
investments and equitable 
distribution hurting human 
development.

NITI Aayog’s SDG India 
Index further highlights Gu-
jarat’s uneven performance. 
While it scores high on “Indus-
try, Innovation, and Infrastruc-
ture,” it lags on “Zero Hunger” 
and “Good Health and Well-be-
ing.” These contrasts suggest 
that economic growth alone 
is insuffi cient without strong 
social policies to ensure that 
benefi ts reach all segments of 
the population.The data expose 
a critical policy challenge. Gu-
jarat must channel its fi scal 
surplus and industrial strength 
toward improving health, edu-
cation, housing, and nutrition.

INFA

After showing admirable and decisive toughness in defusing the 
crisis in the Middle East, US President Donald Trump has been 
going back and forth when it comes to dealing with the Rus-

sia-Ukraine confl ict. For some time, he has been saying that he wants 
to see the war Russia imposed on Ukraine to come to an end. But to 
achieve it, the US President needs to show fi rm resolve, the way he did 
in reining in Israel and browbeating Hamas into abjuring violence. 
However, his tough resolve dissolves when it comes to dealing with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

This is disappointing since Trump had acknowledged the futility 
of the Anchorage Summit held in August in Alaska where he virtual-
ly rolled out the red carpet to the Kremlin leader without obtaining 
anything in return. Again, Trump threatened October 13 to supply 
Tomahawk cruise missiles to Kyiv if Putin did not end his aggression. 
The message sent was that the US president was determined to confront 
a leader who understands tough language. But all his resolve to take 
on Putin seemed to wilt following a lengthy phone call with him on 
October 16. Reports indicate Putin managed to regain the upper hand 
during that conversation. He dangled the prospect of another meeting 
at a different place. The venue – Hungary - does not cause any surprise 
since this is a country ruled by his friend and follower Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban on whom he can count for support.

What happened the following day is even worse. For, while receiving 
the Ukrainian President at the White House October 17, Trump sim-
ply reneged on his promise to supply the cruise missiles to Ukraine 
citing insuffi cient US stockpiles and a desire to avoid “escalation.” 
Such behaviour appears shocking when one considers the fact that 
Putin showed no such hesitation in the weeks following the Anchorage 
Summit and unleashed unprecedented bombardments on Ukraine’s 
cities and civilian infrastructure.

At that time Trump resorted to equivocation and declared on his 
social media platform that “it is time to stop the killing and make a 
DEAL.” He thus tried to adopt a position of maintaining equidistance 
between the two warring countries which effectively put the aggressor 
and the victim on the same level. The fallout has been a policy paralysis 
for more than eight months and Russia has continually exploited the 
situation. Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy visited White 
House last time in a less hostile atmosphere than during his Febru-
ary visit and urged friendly countries to put pressure on Putin as the 
only way to bring peace to Ukraine. The promise of providing the 
Tomahawk missiles was hailed by Ukraine and its European allies 
as an attempt to mount pressure on Russia. These weapons are much 
needed for Ukraine’s arsenal. Adding to this military pressure, Trump 
used the threats of sanctions since returning to the White House. But 
he has not followed through with these threats. He had heaped insults 
on Zelenskyy during their tense February meeting in the Oval Offi ce 
when he had admonished his Ukrainian counterpart, saying among 
other things, that he did not “hold the cards.”

Trump uses the metaphor of cards too often in keeping with his 
image of being a transactional President for whom the presidency 
appears to be nothing more than deal making. He is now expected to 
play his own cards well and get tangible results for the Russia-Ukraine 
confl ict the way he has opened the doors for peace in the Arab world.
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Trumpian Dilemma

SPECTRUM TECHNOLOGY

AI is hollowing out higher education

Reform or restriction?

Sir, The recent CBT decisions on EPFO 
withdrawals, touted as “ease of living” re-
forms paradoxically tighten access to one’s 
own savings. While merging 13 provisions 
into 3 categories brings clarity, the man-
datory 25% minimum balance & extended 
waiting periods (12 months for full PF, 36 
for pension) restrict fi nancial autonomy. 
This is especially harsh in a volatile job 
market where immediate access can be cru-
cial. Including employer contributions in 
withdrawals is welcome yet the delays may 
burden the unemployed. These reforms ap-
pear more fi scal control than welfare driven. 
True ease of living demands trust in work-
ers fi nancial judgment not gatekeeping their 
hard earned money. The government must 
balance regulation with empathy. 

Vijaykumar HK, RAICHUR

Is it true that existence consists 
only in the action of energy? Or 
is it not rather that energy is an 
output of existence?
 
 SRI AUROBINDO

GUJARAT PARADOX

Modern AI technolo-
gies severely impede 
humans’ ability to 

learn and retain skills, while 
also making it nearly impos-
sible for academics and other 
experts to cultivate and dis-
seminate knowledge. Many 
scholars, including us, have 
highlighted the threat posed 
by techno-solutionism in ed-
ucation: Rather than expand-
ing our intellectual horizons, 
these technologies undermine 
the very conditions that allow 
us to think for ourselves.

The corporations profi ting 
from AI – including Micro-
soft, OpenAI, Nvidia, and 
ASML – have a vested inter-
est in maintaining the current 
hype. Their oligopolistic con-
trol over both hardware and 
software depends on the ex-
aggerated claim that cognitive 
labor can be fully outsourced 
to their models.

In reality, the apparent 
achievements of these systems 
rest on the wholesale theft of 
humans’ intellectual labor. 
Most notably, large language 
models (LLMs) have been 
trained by scraping books 
and scholarly works without 
the authors’ or publishers’ 
consent, fragmenting and re-
mixing them into patchwork 
plagiarism packaged as hu-
man-like responses.

According to the AI indus-
try’s narrative, all human 
creativity, innovation, and 

knowledge are essentially au-
tomatable, rendering people 
obsolete. Even advocates of 
“human-centered AI” assume 
this to be true.

Yet studies in automation 
and cognitive science, togeth-
er with the long history of AI 
boom-and-bust cycles, demon-
strate that sweeping claims of 
near-total automation are ex-
aggerated, self-defeating, and 
toxic. Automation – even when 
it works – must operate at a 
much lower level than these 
companies suggest to succeed 
without eroding the skills and 
agency of human operators.

Ultimately, the collective 
strategy of AI companies 
threatens to deskill precisely 
those people who are essen-
tial for society to function. 
What value, after all, is there 
in automating art, thinking, 
or reading – especially in ed-
ucational and academic set-
tings? None. On the contrary, 
automation of knowledge and 
culture by private companies 
is a worrying prospect – con-
juring dystopian and outright 
fascistic scenarios.

The deskilling, denigration, 
and displacement of teachers 
and scholars have historical-
ly been central to fascist take-
overs, since educators serve 
as bulwarks against propa-
ganda, anti-intellectualism, 
and illiteracy. Today, AI ad-
vocates do not merely assume 
automation is necessary; they 

aggressively proselytize their 
faith, thereby paving the way 
for techno-fascism.

Academics exist, in part, to 
speak truth to power, which 
requires their independence 
from government and corpo-
rate infl uence. The United 
States today demonstrates 
the consequences of hollow-
ing out academic freedom, 
critical thinking, and impar-
tiality, as President Donald 
Trump’s administration and 
Big Tech companies collabo-
rate to undermine academic 
institutions’ ability to sustain 
the kind of scientifi c work that 
exposes AI’s false promises.

Worse still, the techno-fas-
cist assault on universities in-
creasingly comes from within. 
In recent years, the AI indus-
try has captured university 
administrations, co-opted fac-
ulty unions, and even enlist-
ed individual teachers and re-
searchers to promote its tools 
to colleagues and students. 
Far from offering genuine 
solutions, these technologies 
exacerbate social injustices 
and corrode the ecosystem of 
human knowledge.

To sustain the latest itera-
tion of the AI con, the indus-
try relies on anthropomorphic 
sleight of hand – claiming that 
models “think,” “reason,” and 
“learn” to suggest cognitive 
abilities they demonstrably 
lack and may never develop. 
This rhetorical trick not only 

exaggerates the products’ ca-
pabilities but also dehuman-
izes people by falsely human-
izing machines, which is why 
many educators and students 
have begun to reject AI.

In response, the AI indus-
try has lobbied government 
agencies to mandate the use 
of its products, claiming that 
without them, students will be 
unprepared for the job market. 
What is actually needed is the 
opposite: scholars with exper-
tise in AI-related fi elds must 
have the freedom to critique 
these technologies, while those 
in other fi elds must be able to 
teach without interference by 
companies seeking to cash in.

Industry agendas – whether 
the industry is tobacco, petro-
leum, pharmaceuticals, or tech 
– rarely align with human wel-
fare or disinterested research, 
especially when left unchecked 
and unregulated. Instead, their 
interests are maximizing profi t 
and market power. The AI in-
dustry is no different, and ed-
ucators should repudiate its 
false promises.

This commentary is based 
on joint work with Marcela 
Suarez and Barbara Müller.

Olivia Guest is Assistant 
Professor of Computational 

Cognitive Science at 
Radboud University. Iris 
van Rooij is Professor of 

Computational Cognitive 
Science at Radboud University.
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On one hand, the state showcases India’s 
most successful economic management and 
industrial expansion; on the other, it reveals 

stubborn defi cits in human well-being

MIGRATION 
FROM RURAL 
GUJARAT TO 
INDUSTRIAL 
ZONES AND 

OTHER STATES 
REMAINS HIGH, 

REFLECTING 
LIMITED 

OPPORTUNITIES 
IN THE 

HINTERLAND 
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Shivaji Sarkar

THE TERM 
“ARTIFICIAL 

INTELLIGENCE,” 
COINED IN 1955, 

HAS ALWAYS 
BEEN MORE A 

MARKETING 
PHRASE THAN 
A TAXONOMIC 

CLASSIFICATION

Olivia Guest &
Iris van Rooij

WISDOM CORNER
Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some 
have greatness thrust upon them.   
 WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Love is the only reality and it is not a mere sentiment. It is 
the ultimate truth that lies at the heart of creation.  
 RABINDRANATH TAGORE

A child's spirit is like a child, you can never catch it by run-
ning after it; you must stand still, and, for love, it will soon 
itself come back. 
 ARTHUR MILLER

 

1822: The Congress of Verona, the last of the meetings held by the 
European powers in accordance with the terms of the Quadruple 
Alliance, opened in Verona, Italy.

1968: Former fi rst lady Jacqueline Kennedy married Greek shipping 
magnate Aristotle Onassis.

1973: During the ongoing Watergate investigation, U.S. President 
Richard Nixon ordered special prosecutor Archibald Cox fi red, 
resulting in the resignations of Attorney General Elliot Richard-
son and Deputy Attorney General William D. Ruckelshaus, both of 
whom refused to carry out his request; the events became known 
as the “Saturday Night Massacre” of Justice Department offi cials.

1977: A plane carrying the Southern rock band Lynyrd Skynyrd, 
known for such songs as Free Bird and Sweet Home Alabama, 
crashed in Gillsburg, Mississippi, killing singer Ronnie Van Zant 
and guitarist Steve Gaines, among others.

Strategic recalibration

Sir, Apropos, “India, Pak in war of words”, Orissa POST, October 19. The 
escalating war of words between India and Pakistan has once again stirred 
regional tension, hinting at deeper strategic undercurrents. Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh’s strong assertion that “every inch of Pakistan’s territory lies 
within the range of India’s BrahMos missiles” drew a sharp reaction from 
Pakistan’s Army Chief, Field Marshal Asim Munir, who warned that Pakistan 
would deliver a “decisive response” to any provocation. The exchange, though 
rhetorical, refl ects rising friction between the two nuclear-armed neighbours 
amid heightened border vigilance and shifting geopolitical alignments. An-
alysts view these statements not merely as verbal posturing but as signals of 
strategic recalibration on both sides. India’s emphasis on military self-reliance 
and advanced deterrence capabilities through indigenous weapon systems 
like BrahMos has clearly unsettled Islamabad. Pakistan’s counterstatement 
seeks to reassure its domestic audience and project parity. Yet, beneath these 
public exchanges may lie renewed military preparedness and policy assertive-
ness. The sharp rhetoric underscores that the uneasy peace across the Line of 
Control remains fragile, and the verbal sparring could be a precursor to more 
intense diplomatic or military maneuvering in the subcontinent.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

 ECONOMYFOCUS

 
YOU AREN’T THE WORST

Gerrad, a friend of mine, bought 
a computer, even though he 

had never even used a typewriter 
before. After investigating the 
computer, he decided to call 
the help line. A friendly voice 
explained step by step how 
his new machine worked. All 
went well until the voice told 
him to press the space bar. 
After studying the keyboard, 
Gerrad said; “I’ve got the latest 
model and it doesn’t have a 
space bar.” But after further 
explanation, he managed to 
find it.
A week later, Gerrad again had 
problems and called the help 
line. An instructor was then sent 

to his house for training. But 
after a few minutes, Gerrad’s 
head was spinning. “You don’t 
need to go any further,” he 
sighed, “I don’t understand a 
thing.”
To cheer him up, the instructor 
said: “Hey, there are people who 
understand a lot less than you. 
Last week we had someone on 
the phone who didn’t even know 
where the space bar was!”



P5

MONDAY | OCTOBER 20, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

DELHI UTTAR PRADESH
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Ayodhya (UP), Oct 19: Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath Sunday hit out at the 
opposition parties over their 
stance on the Ram Janmab-
hoomi movement, and said 
now “lamps are being lit where 
bullets were once fi red”.

After inaugurating the ninth 
Deepotsav in Ayodhya Sun-
day, where he performed 'Rajy-
abhishek' (coronation) of Ram 
and Sita, including ‘pujan’, ‘van-
dana’, and ‘aarti’, Adityanath al-
so slammed the Opposition for 
“rejecting” the invitation for the 
consecration ceremony of Ram 
temple in January 2024.

“During the Ram Janmab-
hoomi movement in this very 
Ayodhya, Congress said Ram 
is a myth, while the Samajwadi 
Party fi red bullets at Ram devo-
tees,” he alleged.

“Today, Uttar Pradesh does 
not have to face an identity cri-
sis. We are now lighting lamps 
where bullets were once fi red,” 
Adityanath said.

The chief minister was refer-
ring to the police fi ring on ‘Kar 
Sevaks' in Ayodhya during the 
Ram temple agitation in 1990, 
when the Samajwadi Party (SP) 
was in power with Mulayam 
Singh Yadav at the helm.

The fi ring became a hot polit-
ical issue with the BJP accusing 
the SP government of appease-
ment politics – a charge that 
Adityanath reiterated subtly 
by recalling the incident.

Criticising the opposition for 
turning down the invitation for 
the consecration ceremony, the 
chief minister said, “These are 
the same people who prostrate 
at Babar's grave, but when 

they are invited to the Pran 
Pratishtha ceremony of Ram 
Mandir, they reject it.”

“These (opposition) are the 
same people who still try to cre-
ate communal hatred by adopt-
ing the ‘divide and rule' policy 
of the British,” he said.

Highlighting the transforma-
tion of the city, he said Ayodhya 
now showcases an amazing 

confl uence of development and 
heritage .

On the scale of this year's 
Deepotsav festival, the chief 
minister said 1,51,00,000 ‘diyas' 
(earthen lamps) are being lit 
across Uttar Pradesh.

“When we fi rst decided to 
hold the Deepotsav in Ayodhya 
Dham in 2017, the intention 
was to show the world how 

lamps are lit.
“Today, lakhs of lamps are 

lit in Ayodhya, which has be-
come a symbol of the resolve of 
every Indian. These are not just 
lamps, they also symbolise the 
victory of faith over 500 years 
of darkness,” Adityanath said, 
according to a press statement.

“The lamp stands testimony 
to the insults that had to be 
faced and the battles our ances-
tors fought in these 500 years. 
“Maryada Purushottam Shri 
Ram was seated in a tent then, 
but now as the ninth edition 
of Deepotsav takes place, Shri 
Ram is seated in his magnif-
icent temple. Every lamp re-
minds us that truth can be dis-
turbed, not defeated,” the chief 
minister said.

Adityanath also said that Dee-
potsav is proof that no politics 
can imprison faith.

Yogi hits out at Oppn after opening Deepotsav

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mathura (UP), Oct 19: The 
'Toshkhana' (treasury) of the 
Banke Bihari temple in Mathu-
ra, which had been locked since 
1971, was opened Saturday on 
the orders of a high-powered 
committee constituted by the 
Supreme Court.

The 'Toshkhana' is the room 
located adjacent to the temple's 
sanctum sanctorum.

The Supreme Court, in its 
August 2025 order, had consti-
tuted a 12-member high-pow-
ered interim committee head-
ed by retired Allahabad High 
Court judge Ashok Kumar to 
look after the day-to-day affairs 
of the temple.

"The room was opened un-
der the supervision of a civil 
judge junior division with oth-
er members, including four 
Goswami members. There 
was some diffi culty in opening 
the room. The process started 
at 1 pm and was fi nished at 5 
pm, when the room was sealed 
again. Some brass utensils and 
wooden items were found, and 
no precious metal was found. 
Some boxes and wooden box-
es were also found," ADM (Fi-
nance and Revenue) Dr Pankaj 
Kumar Verma said.

Most of the work is complete, 
the room may be opened on the 
next date decided by the civil 
judge junior division for com-
pletion of the remaining work, 

the ADM said. The auditor's 
team has made an inventory of 
the items found in the room, he 
added. The Goswami commu-
nity was opposing the move. A 

member of the high-powered 
committee, Shailendra Goswa-
mi, said the room shouldn't 
have been opened in the fi rst 
place. "I have opposed the move 

and even wrote letters," he said.
"This is an interim commit-

tee, not a permanent one; the 

Honourable Supreme Court 
constituted it to ensure facili-
tation of 'darshans' to devotees 
only. The committee should 
not interfere elsewhere. They 
are taking undue advantage 
and usurping authority. Why 
are they opening the room, and 
what do they want to prove?" 
Shailendra Goswami said.

Echoing their concern, Su-
preme Court lawyer and tem-
ple sewayat (servitor) Sumit 
Goswami said this interim 
committee was not given the 
powers to open the 'Toshkhana'; 
they were supposed to look af-
ter the devotees' concerns, and 
ensure the ease of 'darshan' of 
Shree Bankey Bihari Thakur.

Moreover, live streaming of 

the process was not done, he 
claimed. However, Shailendra 
Goswami said that videography 
was done. One Goswami mem-
ber of the high-powered com-
mittee, Srivardhan Goswami, 
was not present due to health 
reasons, he added.

Gyanendra Goswami, a func-
tionary at the Banke Bihari 
temple, raised concerns about 
the opening of the room, and 
said the process should have 
been undertaken in a more 
transparent way. He also asked 
why the media was not allowed. 
The committee forgot the prime 
objective laid by the honour-
able apex court during its for-
mation, that is to upgrade the 
facility for devotees, he said.

The Supreme Court, 
in its August 2025 
order, had constituted 
a 12-member shigh-
powered interim 
committee headed 
by retired Allahabad 
High Court judge 
Ashok Kumar to look 
after the day-to-day 
affairs of the temple

Banke Bihari temple’s treasury room opens after 49 years
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Ayodhya(UP), Oct 19: The 
Ramkatha Park in Ayodhya 
reverberated with devotion 
Sunday as the festive spirit of 
Deepotsav 2025 peaked. 

During the symbolic coro-
nation of Lord Ram, a grand 
ceremony, seers extended their 
greetings and gratitude to the 
chief minister, as chants of 
faith and national pride fi lled 
the air, a press statement read.  
Former MP Ramvilas Vedan-
ti Maharaj said no one could 
have ever envisioned such a 
grand Deepotsav in Ayodhya. 
But Yogi Adityanath, after 

becoming the chief minister, 
turned the impossible into 
reality.  Jagadguru Ramanu-
jacharya Dr Raghavacharya 
Maharaj said previous gov-
ernments had pushed Ayodhya 
into darkness. 

  "Yogi is a living embodi-
ment of simplicity and prin-
ciple. Earlier, chief ministers 
did not even want to visit 
Ayodhya, but Yogi comes al-
most every month to meet the 
saints and inquire about their 
well-being. Emperor Vikrama-
ditya once adorned Ayodhya, 
and Yogi has revived that very 
tradition of Vikramaditya," 
he said.

Seers hail Yogi amid festive fervor
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New Delhi, Oct 19: Under 
the ‘NIOS Project,’ an average 
of 70 per cent of students who 
took the 10th grade examina-
tion have failed in the last four 
years — this was revealed by 
the Delhi's Directorate of Ed-
ucation (DoE) in response to 
a Right to Information (RTI) 
application fi led by PTI.

The project was launched by 
the Delhi government to reduce 
the rate of students failing in 
the 9th and 10th grades and the 
number of students dropping 
out of school.

Under this project, students 
who fail in the 9th and 10th 
grades and those who are weak 
in academics are registered 
with the National Institute of 
Open Schooling (NIOS) and sep-
arate classes are held for them.

 According to information 
received from the DoE, in 2024, 
7,794 students were registered 
for the 10th grade under the 
'NIOS Project', of whom only 
37 per cent, i.e., 2,842, passed 
the examination.

 The Directorate informed 
that 8,563 children were reg-
istered in 2017, 18,344 in 2018, 
18,624 in 2019, 15,061 in 2020, 
11,322 in 2021, 10,598 in 2022 
and 29,436 in 2023 under the 
project.  As per the informa-
tion received through RTI, 
only 3,748 students could pass 
the examination in 2017, 12,096 
in 2018, 17,737 in 2019, 14,995 in 
2020, 2,760 in 2021, 3,480 in 2022 
and 7,658 in 2023. This shows 
that in the last four years, only 
30% of NIOS students passed 

the exam.
The principals of the respec-

tive schools are responsible for 
registering students under this 
scheme. For students register-
ing under the NIOS Project, an 
examination fee of Rs 500 per 
subject has been set. If a sub-
ject includes practicals, such 
as painting, home science or 
computer science, an addition-
al Rs 120 is required for each 
practical subject.

In addition, the registration 
fee for fi ve subjects is Rs 500, 
with an additional Rs 200 per 

subject, and a separate Rs 
230 per subject is charged for 
Transfer of Credit (TOC).

 A teacher from a govern-
ment school in Delhi, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said, "There are two main rea-
sons behind children's failure. 
The fi rst is no coordination."

 He explained that teachers 
associated with the project 
do not inform the parents of 
registered children whether 
their children are attend-
ing school or not.  Another 
reason, he said, is that stu-
dents involved in the project 
do not experience the same 
school environment as other 
children, as teachers do not 
hold classes for academically 
weaker students.

Besides this, a major factor 
is that the principals, to im-
prove their school's 10th-grade 
results, enrol students in NIOS 
who are weak in their studies. 
This separates these children 
from other students, the teach-
er pointed out.

New world records with 26.17L diyas
Ayodhya(UP): Two new world records were set at this year's Deepotsav in 
Ayodhya: 26.17 lakh diyas lit at the same place as 2,128 people performed 
'aarti' together for the grand celebrations in the temple town, the Uttar Pradesh 
government said.  Representatives from the Guinness World Records made the 
announcement after verifying the count of the diyas using drones, a government 
statement said.  UP Tourism and Culture Minister Jaiveer Singh and Principal 
Secretary Amrit Abhijat presented the Guinness certifi cate to Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath.  The fi rst Guinness award was given for the largest display of oil 
lamps (26,17,215) achieved jointly by the UP Department of Tourism, the Ayodhya 
administration, and the Rammanohar Lohia Avadh University.  Another award 
was given for the most number of people performing 'aarti' simultaneously. The 
tourism department, the district administration and the Saryu Aarti Samiti in 
Ayodhya jointly achieved this feat, the statement said.
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New Delhi, Oct 19: Happiness 
and excitement returned to the 
national capital's markets Sun-
day as the sale of green fi re-
crackers began ahead of Diwali, 
following the Supreme Court's 
nod to allow the use of certifi ed 
eco-friendly crackers this year.

At Sadar Bazar, one of the 
city's busiest wholesale mar-
kets, long queues formed out-
side fi recracker shops as fam-
ilies, many accompanied by 
their children, waited eagerly 
to make their festive purchases.

Traders were seen attending 
to customers patiently while en-
suring that every packet carried 
the NEERI stamp and scanner 
code, certifying them as "green 
crackers". "We are really thank-
ful to the Supreme Court for al-
lowing green fi recrackers this 

Diwali. It is such a special fes-
tival for us, and every year we 
miss celebrating it fully because 
of the ban. This new initiative is 
both environment-friendly and 
full of lights and colours that 
bring back the joy of Diwali in 
the right way," said Vishwana-
nd Singh, a customer, adding 
that he bought only green-la-

belled crackers this year. A 
shopkeeper at Sadar Bazar said 
traders had faced huge losses 
over the past few years due to 
the blanket ban on fi recrackers.

"Now that the Supreme Court 
has given its nod, we are at 
least able to sell some crackers 
openly this year. The demand is 
high, but due to the short notice, 

the stock is limited. Whatever 
we could collect, we are offering 
to customers with the NEERI 
stamp and scanner confi rming 
authenticity," he said.

Gurmeet Singh, who travelled 
from Durgapur to Sadar Bazar 
to buy crackers, said the move 
had brought festive cheer back 
to families.

"For the past four years, we 
couldn't celebrate properly -- 
not just Diwali, but any festi-
val. Now that the ban has been 
lifted, you can imagine the hap-
piness we and especially our 
children are feeling," he said.

On October 15, the Supreme 
Court permitted the sale and 
use of certifi ed green fi recrack-
ers in Delhi and the NCR under 
regulated conditions, aiming to 
balance festive celebrations 
with environmental respon-
sibility.

The district authorities, in 
collaboration with Delhi Po-
lice, have formed patrolling 
teams headed by area sub-di-
visional magistrates (SDMs) 
to ensure full compliance with 
the Supreme Court's guidelines 
regarding the sale and use of 
approved fi recrackers, offi cials 
added.

Delhi residents cheer as sale of green fi recrackers begins 
Traders were 
seen attending to 
customers patiently 
while ensuring that 
every packet carried 
the NEERI stamp 
and scanner code, 
certifying them as 
“green crackers”

Delhi: 70% of NIOS Class X 
students failed in last 4 yrs

The project was launched by the 
Delhi government to reduce the 

rate of students failing in the 9th 
and 10th grades and the number of 
students dropping out of school

Under this project, students 
who fail in the 9th and 10th 

grades and those who are weak 
in academics are registered with 
the National Institute of Open 
Schooling (NIOS) and separate 
classes are held for them

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta interacts with the children of the DMRC Children’s Home for the ‘Diwali’ celebrations  PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Oct 19: The Com-
mission for Air Quality Manage-
ment (CAQM) has invoked Stage 
II of the Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) across Delhi-NCR 
as the city’s air quality slipped 
into the “very poor” category, 
with the AQI crossing 300 mark.

The move came after the 
Sub-Committee on GRAP Sat-
urday reviewed the worsening 
pollution levels and forecasts 
by the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) and the In-
dian Institute of Tropical Mete-
orology (IITM), which warned 
of further deterioration in the 
coming days.

“The AQI of Delhi has shown 
an increasing trend since 
morning and has been record-
ed as 296 at 4 pm and 302 at 7 
pm," the CAQM said, directing 
authorities to implement all 
Stage II measures with im-
mediate effect, in addition to 
Stage I actions already in force 
since October 14. The Centre’s 
air quality panel also asked 
all implementing agencies to 

keep strict vigil, particularly 
on dust mitigation and to en-
sure compliance with targeted 
timelines laid down under the 
comprehensive policy to curb 
air pollution in NCR.

Under Stage II of GRAP, sev-
eral curbs and intensifi ed ac-
tions include daily mechanical 
or vacuum sweeping and water 
sprinkling on identifi ed roads, 
preferably before peak traffi c 
hours, to control dust. Con-
struction and demolition sites 
face intensifi ed inspections to 
ensure strict enforcement of 
dust control measures.

To promote cleaner mobili-
ty, the GRAP Stage II mandates 
augmentation of public transport 
services through additional CNG 
and electric buses and increased 
frequency of metro services, 
along with differential fare rates 
to encourage off-peak travel.

Resident welfare associations 
(RWAs) are required to provide 
electric heaters to staff such as 
guards, gardeners and sanita-
tion workers to prevent open 
burning of biomass and solid 
waste during winters.

GRAP Stage 2 curbs kick in 
as Delhi’s air turns ‘very poor’



In South 24 
Parganas 
district, 

today I faced 
repeated attacks 
from illegal 
Bangladeshi 
Muslims. The obstruction, van-
dalism and chaos was orches-
trated by none other than TMC 
Zila Parishad Member Rekha 
Gazi with the aid and support 
of SP Koteswara Rao

SUVENDU ADHIKARI | LEADER 
OF THE OPPN IN WB ASSEMBLY

We pledge 
that on 
Diwali 2027, 

the PDA govern-
ment will pur-
chase their diyas 
worth crores of 
rupees, which will generate 
enough income for them (the 
Prajapati community) to keep 
the Diwali light in their homes 
for several months

AKHILESH YADAV  | SP CHIEF
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ARMY ORGANISES
‘ZIRO HONOUR RUN’
Arunachal Pradesh Governor 
Lieutenant General (Retired) K T 
Parnaik Sunday fl agged off the ‘Ziro 
Honour Run’, which was organised 
by the Army to pay tributes to the 
heroes of the 1962 India-China war

Some leaders 
were saying that 

if two Thackerays come 
together, there’ll be 
fi reworks. But Thane’s 
people will show them 
who’s the boss. Those 
who don’t stand by their 
principles will be rejected 
by the people
EKNATH SHINDE  | MAHA DY CM

The residen-
tial facilities 
would also 

be upgraded 
in Bal Ashrams 
across the state, 
besides enhanc-
ing other facilities

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU  |  
HIMACHAL PRADESH CM

Man kills wife over
‘daily fi ghts’; held
Etah(UP): A man allegedly 
killed his wife with a hammer 
Sunday following a domestic 
argument, police here said.   
The accused was identifi ed 
as Premchandra Gupta, they 
said.   According to police, an 
argument broke out between 
the couple. During this, Gupta 
attacked his wife, Gautami 
Devi, with a hammer and 
struck her on the head and 
neck.   Circle Offi cer, Rajesh 
Singh, said, “The injured 
woman was taken out of the 
house and rushed to the medical 
college, where doctors declared 
her dead.”   Gupta was taken 
into custody, and an FIR was 
registered against him. During 
interrogation, he confessed that 
his wife frequently quarrelled 
with him and that he acted out 
of rage due to “daily fi ghts.”

Constable run
over by truck
Panchkula: A Haryana Police 
constable was killed after 
being run over by a truck at 
a checkpoint here, an offi cial 
said Sunday.   The truck 
driver fl ed from the spot after 
breaking the police barricade, 
but was later nabbed, the 
offi cial added.   According to 
the police, constable Deepak 
was on duty at the checkpoint 
when the incident took place 
around 11 pm Saturday. 

NCB busts illegal
drug lab in Ratlam
Indore/New Delhi: The 
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) 
has arrested two persons, a 
BTech and another B Pharma 
graduate, after it busted an 
illegal narcotics manufacturing 
facility in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Ratlam district, the agency said 
Sunday.  The clandestine unit 
was preparing Alprazolam, a 
sedative drug, in the powder 
form at the laboratory located 
in Sejawata village on the 
Mhow-Neemuch Road in 
Ratlam, about 290 kms from 
state capital Bhopal. 

Banned cough syrup 
worth `3cr seized
Sonbhadra (UP): A joint 
team of police and excise 
department offi cials seized 
banned cough syrup worth 
`3 crore and arrested three 
accused in this connection 
here, an offi cial said Sunday.   
Additional Superintendent of 
Police Anil Kumar said 1.19 lakh 
bottles of banned cough syrup 
worth about `3 crore, being 
transported from Ghaziabad 
to Jharkhand in two container 
trucks, were seized near Churk 
in Uttar Pradesh's Sonbhadra 
district Saturday evening, and 
three accused were arrested.   

SHORT TAKES
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Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 
19: Four years ago, at just 24, 
Remya P’s life seemed to be fall-
ing apart. She was a widow, a 
cancer patient, and a mother of 
two small children with no job 
and no safe  place to call home.

Living in Chavara village in 
Kerala’s southern Kollam dis-
trict, she faced daily struggles. 
Her fi ght was not just against 
the disease, but also against 
joblessness, the constant wor-
ry of how to pay for treatment 
and keep a roof over her fam-
ily’s head.

Her fortunes changed when 
local panchayat authorities 
came to know about her plight. 
They identifi ed her as a benefi -
ciary of the state government’s 
Extreme Poverty Eradication 
Project (EPEP), a scheme de-
signed to help those in the most 

dire circumstances.
Today, she is a cancer sur-

vivor. She has a steady job 
working at a panchayat help-
desk and, crucially, her family 
now lives securely in a house 
provided by the government’s 
LIFE housing programme.

Spearheaded by the Local 
Self Government Department, 
the fl agship programme envi-
sions achieving the goal by ad-
dressing food, income, health, 
education and shelter as criti-
cal distress factors of vulnera-
ble people.

After uplifting over 64,006 
families living under extremely 
poor conditions in the state by 
ensuring them uninterrupted 
supply of food, healthcare, a 
source of livelihood and safe 
housing, Kerala is now all set 
to be declared as the fi rst “ex-
treme poverty-free state” in the 
country November 1, the state 

formation day.
LSGD Minister M B Rajesh 

said it is a proud moment for 
the state as Kerala stands fi rst 
in the country and second in 
the world after China in terms 
of successful eradication of ex-
treme poverty.

The 64,006 families, compris-
ing 1,03,099 individuals, identi-

fi ed as extremely poor through 
a statewide survey, have now 
been uplifted by addressing 
the parameters of food, health,  
education, livelihood income 
and housing, the minister ex-
plained.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, who conceptualised the 
project, coordinated various 

departments in this regard 
and reviewed its progress at 
each stage.

The integration of various 
social security schemes of 
the government and conver-
gence of the activities of vari-
ous departments at one point 
through the chief minister was 
the reason for the success of 
EPEP, Rajesh said.

The minister said the most 
marginalised and vulnerable 
sections of the society, includ-
ing nomads, who did not even 
know about the existing gov-
ernment programmes or have 
no idea how to apply for them, 
have been identifi ed and cov-
ered under the initiative.

A grassroots-level survey 
carried out to identify the 
benefi ciaries showed that 35 
per cent of such households 
faced income deprivation, 24 
per cent experienced health-re-

lated issues, 21 per cent en-
countered food deprivation, 
and 15 per cent were deprived 
of shelter.

Das Raj, a 67-year-old na-
tive of Mamkukam village in 
Idukki, heaved a sigh of relief 
as he got a newly-built house 
recently. 

The family shifted to the 
newly-built house, comprising 
two bedrooms, a hall, kitchen 
and bathroom. 

During the initial phase of 
implementation of EPEP, the 
main focus was on addressing 
food and health deprivation, to 
provide a lifeline for survival 
and dignity, the minister said.

Uninterrupted distribution 
of both cooked food and food 
kits, access to medicines, door-
step treatment, palliative care, 
and even organ transplanta-
tion were ensured to the needy 
among identifi ed benefi ciaries.
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New Delhi, Oct 19: Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah has 
approved advance release of 
`1,950.80 crore as second in-
stalment of central share of 
State Disaster Response Fund 
(SDRF) to Karnataka and Ma-
harashtra governments for 
2025-26.

Out of the total amount, 
`384.40 crore has been approved 
for Karnataka and `1,566.40 
crore for Maharashtra to help 
the two states provide immedi-
ate relief assistance to people 
affected by extremely heavy 
rainfall and fl oods during the 
southwest monsoon this year, 
an offi cial statement said.

Under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and guidance of the home 
minister, the central govern-
ment is fully committed to 
provide all possible assistance 
to states affected by fl ood, 
landslides and cloudburst, the 
statement said.

This year, the Centre has al-
ready released `13,603.20 crore 
to 27 states under the SDRF 
and `2,189.28 crore under the 
National Disaster Response 
Fund (NDRF) to 15 states.

In addition, `4,571.30 crore 
has been released from the 
State Disaster Mitigation Fund 
(SDMF) to 21 states and `372.09 
crore from National Disaster 
Mitigation Fund (NDMF) to 
nine states, the statement said.

 The central government 
has also provided all logistic 
assistance, including deploy-
ment of requisite teams of the 
National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF), Army and Air 
Force and supported all fl ood, 
landslides, and cloudburst-af-
fected states.

During this year’s monsoon, 
there was maximum deploy-
ment of 199 teams of the the 
NDRF in 30 states and UTs for 
rescue and relief operations.

Breaking the chain: Kerala’s fi ght to erase extreme poverty
A mass grassroots-level multidimensional initiative to root out extreme poverty, the Extreme Poverty Eradication Project seeks to ensure 

that no person remains “extremely poor” and is left behind in the state’s development trajectory
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Guwahati, Oct 19: Even a 
month after Zubeen Garg’s 
death, people in Assam contin-
ue to mourn his loss and seek 
answers on the fi nal moments 
of the singer.

Garg died while swimming in 
the sea in Singapore September 
19. Garg’s wife Garima said the 
family, along with te people of 
the state, are waiting to know 
what happened in his fi nal 
moments, and expressed faith  
in the legal system to unravel 
the truth. Thousands thronged 
Garg’s cremation site at Sona-
pur, on the outskirts of Guwa-
hati, since early this morning, 
paying tributes to their beloved 
singer-composer.

Fans and friends of the sing-
er-composer also visited his res-
idence at Kahilipara area of the 
city and his studio in Zoo Road 
area to be with his family and 
join them in remembering him.

Memorial programmes were 
organised across the state, with 
people uniting in demanding 
expeditious investigation into 
the circumstances of death.

A 10-member Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) of state po-
lice’s CID is probing his death, 
with seven persons being ar-
rested so far. Singapore Police 
is also conducting its investi-
gation, with SIT offi cers from 
Assam set to visit the South-

east Asian nation as part of its 
own probe.

Vedic rituals related to the 
occasion were organised by 
the family at his studio, with 
Garg’s father, wife, sister and 
others joining it.

Speaking to reporters outside 
the studio, Garima said, “The 
studio was dear to him. Since 
the initial rituals were per-
formed at our residence and 
Jorhat, we decided to perform 
the Vedic rituals on completion 
of one month here.”

Asked for her comment 
on police probe into Garg's 
death, she said, “We have faith 
in the investigation. Whom 
do we trust if not our own 
legal system? Zubeen was a 
straight-forward person and 
we want straight-forward in-
vestigation.”

“We are all waiting peace-
fully to know what happened. 
People of Assam are waiting 
to know what happened in his 
last moments,” Garima added.

Italian opera singer Gio-
conda Vessichelli, with whom 
Garg had collaborated for his 
yet-to-be released movie, also 
reached Guwahati to pay trib-
utes to the cultural icon.

“Zubeen da used to say that 
she (Garima) is his tigress, 
who stood by him in good and 

bad times. And he was right,” 
Vessichelli said, standing 
alongside Garima. She recalled 
her earlier visit to Guwahati 
to shoot with Garg, when she 
came into contact with his 
family.

“There is so much love in the 
family. I feel Zubeen da is here. 
I already feel the gods have 
done justice to Zubeen Garg,” 
Vessichelli added, referring to 
lakhs of people coming out to 
pay their last respects to the 
singer’s mortal remains and 
participating in his funeral 
procession.

Fans came in cars and buses 
to be at the fi nal resting site of 
Garg, which has been drawing 
visitors for the last one month.

“We are a group of over 100 
people and booked two buses. 
We wanted to be here with 
Zubeen da and pay our hom-
age,” said a woman who had 
come from Boko in Kamrup 
district. Another group of 
women from West Karbi An-
glong district arrived with a 
framed photograph of Garg as a 
mark of respect. People brought 
‘gamosas’ (Assamese scarf) with 
lyrics of his songs written, his 
photographs and other items, 
besides lighting earthen lamps 
and incense sticks, in front of 
his cremation site.
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Bangalore, Oct 19: The Kar-
nataka High Court on Sunday 
asked the RSS representatives 
to fi le a fresh application seek-
ing permission to hold its route 
march in Chittapur of Kalabur-
agi district November 2.

Justice MGS Kamal said this 
after the petitioner submitted 
to the court that it intends to 
hold the route march Novem-
ber 2, since the permission for 
Sunday (October 19) was de-
clined by the authorities. 

A special bench of the HC 
was constituted to hear the pe-

tition fi led by Ashok Patil on 
behalf of RSS.

The judge, during the hear-
ing, asked the petitioner 
whether it would be possible 
to hold the march on an alter-
native date or time, to which 
the petitioner’s counsel sub-
mitted that November 2 would 
be suitable.

“In view of the submissions, 
the petitioner shall furnish a 
fresh application with details 
of the route, place, and time, 
along with the responses to 
the queries raised earlier...the 
application shall be submitted 
to the Deputy Commissioner 
of Kalaburagi district with a 
copy to the Taluka Executive 
Magistrate and the police,” the 
court said. 

It further asked the authori-
ties to consider the application 
and submit the report to the 
court October 24.
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Kottayam (Kerala), Oct 19: 
The police arrested a West Ben-
gal native for allegedly murder-
ing his wife and burying her 
body near an under-construc-
tion house at Ayarkunnam 
here, offi cials said Sunday.

The accused has been iden-
tifi ed as Soni SK (31), a native 
of Dharapara in Murshidabad 
district of West Bengal.  He 
was working as a construction 
labourer in Ayarkunnam and 
was taken into custody from a 
railway station in Ernakulam 
while allegedly attempting to 
fl ee to his hometown. Soni is 
accused of murdering his wife, 
Alpana Khathoon (28), also of 
Murshidabad, and burying her 
near an under-construction 
house at Ayarkunnam, where 
the couple worked. Devotees take part in the annual Bindiga Deviramma hill trek in Chikkamagaluru, Karnataka  PTI PHOTO

Assam mourns Zubeen death; 
family, fans await answers
Garg’s wife Garima said 
the family, along with the 

people of the state, are 
waiting to know what 
happened in his fi nal 

moments, and expressed 
faith in the legal system 

to unravel the truth

Zubeen  
died while 

swimming in the 
sea in Singapore 

September 
19

Amit Shah approves 
`1,950 crore as fl ood
relief to K’taka, Maha

KERALA HORROR

Bengal man held 
for murdering,
burying his wife

Karnataka HC directs RSS to 
fi le fresh plea for route march
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New Delhi, Oct 19: In a sig-
nificant move aligned with 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di's pledge on Independence 
Day 2024 to create 75,000 new 
medical seats over five years, 
the National Medical Com-
mission (NMC) has approved 
10,650 new MBBS seats for the 
academic year 2024-25.

This increase is part of a 
broader strategy to enhance 
the availability of medical 
education in India.

The addition of 41 new med-
ical colleges has also brought 
the total number of medical 
institutions in the country to 
816. According to NMC Chief 
Dr Abhijat Sheth, out of the 
170 applications received for 
expanding undergraduate 
(UG) seats, comprising 41 
from government colleges and 
129 from private institutions, 
a total of 10,650 MBBS seats 
have been approved.

This will raise the overall 
MBBS seat count to 1,37,600 
for the 2024-25 academic year, 
including seats in Institutes 
of National Importance (INI). 
For postgraduate (PG) cours-
es, the NMC has received over 
3,500 applications for new and 
renewed seats.

Dr Sheth stated that the 
commission expects an in-
crease of around 5,000 PG 
seats, taking the total to 67,000 
PG seats nationwide. The 
overall increase in both UG 
and PG seats this year will be 
approximately 15,000.

While the final approval 
process and counselling have 
experienced some delays, offi-
cials have assured that these 
procedures will be completed 
within the prescribed time-
lines.

A blueprint detailing the 
schedule for accreditation, 
examinations, and seat matrix 
approvals for the upcoming 
academic year will be pub-

lished soon. Additionally, 
the portal for 2025-26 applica-
tions is set to open in early 
November.

Notably, Dr Sheth high-
lighted that this year marks 
the first time in recent histo-
ry that all appeals against the 
Medical Assessment and Rat-
ing Board (MARB) decisions 
were resolved without any 
court interventions.

In an effort to enhance the 
quality of medical education, 
Dr Sheth also announced that 
the NMC is exploring the in-
tegration of clinical research 
into the mainstream medical 
curriculum.

Plans are underway for a 
collaboration with the Indian 
Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) to strengthen research 
infrastructure and promote 
clinical research in medical 
education.

The NMC's efforts are seen 
as a step towards improving 
medical education capacity 
in the country, in line with 
the government's vision of 
expanding healthcare infra-
structure and addressing the 
growing demand for medical 
professionals.

NMC okays 10,650 MBBS
seats, 41 new colleges

This increase is part of a 
broader strategy to enhance 

the availability of medical 
education in India.

The addition of 41 new 
medical colleges has also 

brought the total number of 
medical institutions in the 
country to 816



Foreign 
fi rms are 
gradually 

being allowed to 
acquire Indian 
banks. These im-
prudent moves 
pose substantial risks
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Andhra 
Pradesh 
must be 

developed as a 
hub for Artifi cial 
Intelligence, the 
summit must 
prioritize knowledge sharing 
through plenary and break-
out sessions. Discussions will 
cover semiconductors, health, 
innovation, R&D, space, drones, 
electronics, and MedTech
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ON DIWALI EVE, HARYANA
HIKES SUGARCANE RATES 
The Haryana government Sunday 
said it has announced a bonanza 
for sugarcane farmers on the eve of 
Diwali with a hike in rates for their 
crops up to Rs 415 per quintal

The festival symbolises the 
triumph of light over dark-

ness, knowledge over ignorance, and 
good over evil. Celebrated across the 
country with immense fervour, the 
auspicious occasion of Diwali gives 
the message of mutual affection and 
brotherhood. On this day, devotees 
worship Goddess Lakshmi, the deity 
of wealth and prosperity
DROUPADI MURMU | PRESIDENT

The Brah-
Mos missile 
factory has 

been established 
in Lucknow, 
which will prove 
to be a milestone 
in the city's industrial devel-
opment

RAJNATH SINGH | DEFENCE MINISTER

Suvendu alleges
attack on car
Kolkata: West Bengal’s 
Leader of the Opposition 
Suvendu Adhikari Sunday 
alleged that his car was 
attacked by members of the 
TMC in South 24 Parganas 
district, where he went to 
inaugurate Kali Puja pandals. 
Adhikari alleged that several 
attempts were made to stop 
his car, at least at seven 
locations, and an attack took 
place in front of the Lalpur 
Madrasa. 

BJP show-causes
Tripura MLA 
Agartala: The ruling BJP 
in Tripura Sunday issued a 
show-cause notice to its MLA 
Tafazzal Hussain following 
his remarks against MP 
Biplab Kumar Deb and former 
Union minister Pratima 
Bhoumik. Speaking during 
a match of the MLA Cup at 
Boxanagar in Sepahijala 
district Saturday, Hussain 
accused Bhoumik and Deb 
of not providing funds for 
the construction of the 
football ground's gallery. 
“I had approached Pratima 
Bhoumik and Biplab Kumar 
Deb to fund the construction 
of the gallery, but they did 
not. When I requested Rajib 
Bhattacharjee for it, he 
readily agreed and sanctioned 
Rs 50 lakh as part of his 
MPLAD fund,” he had said.

Massive fi re 
guts 65 shops 
Kanpur: A massive blaze 
ripped through a temporary 
fi recracker market on the MG 
College ground in Fatehpur 
Sunday, gutting more than 65 
shops and destroying dozens 
of two-wheelers, offi cials 
said. Firecrackers worth 
several crores of rupees were 
reduced to ashes, as several 
people sustained minor burn 
injuries in the fi re, they said. 

SHORT TAKES

The goal of 
language activism 
is to persuade the 
government to 
bring about policy 
changes that 
make a language 

a medium of knowledge and 
business. A language expert having 
a decent conversation doesn’t 
change the fl awed policies that act 
as a hindrance to achieving those 
goals.
 @VarierAravind
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Leh, Oct 19: Ladakh repre-
sentatives have accepted the 
invitation from the Ministry 
of Home Affairs for a meeting 
with its sub-committee in Del-
hi October 22, Leh Apex Body 
co-chairman Chering Dorje 
Lakruk said Sunday.

This has ended the months-
long deadlock over talks with 
the Centre. Three representa-
tives, each of Leh Apex Body 
(LAB) and Kargil Democratic 
Alliance (KDA), along with 
Ladakh MP Mohd Haneefa 
Jan and their lawyer, will take 
part in the talks with a focus 
on their primary demand of 
statehood and safeguards for 
the Union Territory under the 
Sixth Schedule of the Consti-
tution, Lakruk told reporters 
here.

On September 29, the LAB 
announced that it would stay 
away from talks with the 
high-powered committee of the 
MHA, scheduled for October 6, 
following the killing of four 
protesters and injuries to many 
during widespread violence in 
Leh September 24.

After nearly four months 
of delay, the Centre Septem-
ber 20 extended an invitation 
to the LAB and KDA, which 
have been spearheading the 
agitation in support of their 
demands and holding talks 
with the Centre. The last round 
of talks between the two sides 
was held in May.

“We were informed by the 
Home Ministry that a meeting 
of the sub-committee is sched-
uled for October 22, and both 
LAB and KDA are invited to it. 
We welcome the decision of the 
government of India to invite 
us and look forward to the pos-
itive outcome of the dialogue,” 
Lakruk said. Widespread vio-
lent protests occurred in Leh 
on September 24 during a shut-
down called by LAB to advance 

talks with the Centre on their 
two main demands.

Four people were killed and 
scores of others were injured in 
the clashes between protesters 
and security personnel, while 
over 70 people were taken into 
custody for their alleged in-
volvement in rioting. Activist 
Sonam Wangchuk, the main 
face of the agitation, was also 
detained under the stringent 
NSA, which empowers the 
Centre and states to detain in-
dividuals to prevent them  from 
acting in a manner “prejudicial 
to the defence of India”.

The maximum detention 
period under the NSA is 12 
months, though it can be re-
voked earlier. The LAB has 
demanded the creation of a 
conducive atmosphere, in-
cluding a judicial inquiry into 
the killing of the four persons, 
release of all detained persons 
and adequate compensation to 
the victims of violence.

The Centre Friday an-
nounced a judicial inquiry 
headed by a retired Supreme 
Court judge into the clashes of 
September 24, meeting the key 
demand of the agitating groups.

Expressing confidence of a 
fruitful outcome in the fresh 
round of talks, Lakruk said 
the apex body chairman and 
former MP Thupstan Che-
wang will lead their delega-
tion, while KDA will be led 
by co-chairmen Qamar Ali 
Akhoon and Asgar Ali Kar-
balai, along with prominent 
member Sajjad Kargali.

Lakruk said he, along with 
Anjuman Imamia president 
Ashraf Ali Barcha and LAB le-
gal advisor, are also taking part 
in the talks besides the Ladakh 
MP. The talks will pave the way 
for the next round of discus-
sions with the high-powered 
committee headed by Minister 
of State for Home Nityanand 
Rai, he said.
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New Delhi, Oct 19:  A preg-
nant woman was allegedly 
stabbed to death by her for-
mer live-in partner in Delhi's 
Nabi Karim area before her 
husband overpowered and killed 
the attacker, police said 
Sunday. 

The deceased were identifi ed 
as Shalini, 22, wife of Aakash 
and a mother of two, and Aas-
hu alias Shailendra, 34, a "bad 
character" of Nabi Karim police 
station, they said.

Aakash, 23, who sustained 
multiple stab injuries while 
saving his wife, is undergoing 
treatment at a hospital, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (Cen-
tral), Nidhin Valsan said, in a 
statement.

“The incident occurred 
around 10.15 pm Saturday 
when Aakash and Shalini 
were on their way to meet her 
mother, Sheila, on Qutub Road. 
Aashu suddenly arrived there 
and attacked Aakash with a 
knife,” he said.

Aakash managed to dodge 
the fi rst blow, but Aashu then 
turned towards Shalini, who 
was seated in an e-rickshaw, 
and stabbed her multiple times, 
police said. Aakash rushed to 
her rescue but was also stabbed. 

He, however, managed to 
overpower Aashu, snatched his 
knife and stabbed him during 
the scuffl e, the DCP said. Shali-
ni's brother Rohit and some lo-
cals took all three to a hospital, 
where doctors declared Shali-
ni and Aashu dead, the offi cer 
said. “During inquiry, it was 
found that Shalini was preg-
nant at the time of her death,” 
Valsan added. The attack took 
place in full public view on a 
busy stretch near Qutub Road, 
triggering panic. Several locals 
described it as a “gruesome” 
and “shocking” incident.

“It was horrifying. The man 
stabbed her multiple times, and 
everyone was terrifi ed. But no 
one came to help rescue. It was 
only her husband who tried to 
save her,” a shopkeeper who 
witnessed the attack said.
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Mumbai, Oct 19: Opposition 
parties Sunday claimed that 
electoral rolls in Maharashtra 
contain around “one crore bo-
gus voters” and announced to 
organise a joint rally in Mum-
bai November 1 to urge Elec-
tion Commission to remove 
the dubious entries.

The BJP reacted by accusing 
the opposition parties of trying 
to set a fake narrative ahead of 
the upcoming elections to local 
bodies.

Addressing booth-level 
agents of MNS, the party head 
Raj Thackeray claimed that 96 
lakh fake voters have been add-
ed to the voter's lists ahead of 
the upcoming local body polls. 
He dared the Election Commis-
sion to conduct elections until 
the voters list is cleaned.

After Thackeray addressed 
booth-level workers of MNS, 
Sanjay Raut of Shiv Sena 
(UBT), Maharashtra Navnir-
man Sena (MNS) leader Bala 
Nandgaonkar, NCP (SP) leader 
Jayant Patil and the Congress’ 
Sachin Sawant addressed a 
press conference.

Earlier in the day, Thacker-
ay said holding elections by 
rigging the voters' lists will 
amount to the biggest insult 
to electors. He urged his party 
workers to verify the voters' list 

to fi nd out fake voters.
Various Opposition parties, 

including the Shiv Sena (UBT), 
Congress, NCP (SP) and MNS, 
recently met the State Election 
Commissioner and Chief Elec-
toral Offi cer, while claiming 
that there are duplicate names 
in the electoral rolls across dif-
ferent addresses and assembly 
segments. The Opposition has 
called for rectifying the elector-
al rolls and removing anoma-
lies ahead of the rural and ur-
ban body elections, which are 
to be completed by January 31, 
2026. 

The Maharashtra State Elec-
tion Commission on Saturday 
said that no political party can 
tamper with the electoral rolls 
and those corrections and up-
dates on the voter lists are be-
ing managed securely.

“An attempt is being made to 
fi nish regional parties. I have 
learnt that 96 lakh fake voters 
have been enrolled in the vot-
ers’ lists in Maharashtra for the 
upcoming polls. They had also 
done this during the state polls 
as well,” the MNS chief said.

He claimed that 8 to 10 lakh 
fake voters have been added in 
Mumbai and 8 to 8.5 lakh elec-
tors in Thane, Pune, and Na-
shik. Thackeray stated that the 
ruling parties feel hurt when 
the Opposition hits out at the 
Election Commission.
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Chennai, Oct 19: The Chan-
drayaan-2 mission, launched 
in 2019, has made the fi rst-ever 
observation of the effects of the 
Sun's Coronal Mass Ejection 
(CME) on the Moon using its 
onboard scientifi c instruments, 
ISRO said Saturday.

This observation would 
help understand the lunar exo-
sphere, very thin atmosphere 
of the Moon, and the impact of 
space weather on its surface, 
the Bengaluru-headquartered 
space agency said.

Launched July 22, 2019, 
from Sriharikota using the 
GSLV-MkIII-M1 rocket, Chan-
drayaan-2 carried eight exper-
iment payloads. On August 20, 
2019, Chandrayaan-2 was suc-
cessfully inserted into the el-
liptical orbit around the Moon.

Although communication 
with the Vikram lander was 

lost during its September 7 
landing attempt, the Orbiter 
remains fully operational and 
continues to function in a 100 
km x 100 km orbit around the 
Moon.

According to an ISRO re-
lease, one of the payloads (on-
board Chandrayan-2), Chan-
dra's Atmospheric Composi-
tional Explorer 2 (CHACE 2) 

has recorded the effects of the 
Coronal Mass ejections from 
the Sun on the lunar exosphere.

The primary objective of the 
CHACE-2 payload is to study 
the composition and distribu-
tion of the lunar neutral exo-
sphere and its variability.

Coronal Mass Ejections oc-
cur when the Sun ejects signif-
icant quantities of its building 

material, comprising mostly 
Helium and Hydrogen ions.

These effects are signifi-
cant on the Moon, as Moon is 
an airless body that too de-
prived of any global magnetic 
field, the presence of which 
would have shielded the solar 
effects on its surface.

“Observations from 
CHACE-2 showed an increase 
in the total pressure of the 
dayside lunar exosphere (very 
thin atmosphere) when the 
Coronal Mass Ejection (of the 
Sun) impacted the Moon. The 
total number density (number 
of neutral atoms or molecules 
present in an environment 
per unit volume) derived from 
these observations showed an 
increase by more than an order 
of magnitude,” the release said.

ISRO further said the rare 
opportunity to directly observe 
the effects of a Coronal Mass 
Ejection (CME) impacting the 

Moon occurred May 10, 2024, 
when a series of CMEs were 
hurled from the Sun toward 
the lunar surface.

This increased quantity of 
the solar coronal mass that im-
pacted on the Moon enhanced 
the process of knocking off the 
atoms from the lunar surface, 
thereby liberating them to the 
lunar exosphere, which man-
ifested as the enhancement of 
the total pressure in the sun lit 
lunar exosphere.

Apart from pushing the edge 
of scientifi c understanding 
about the Moon and the lunar 
space weather, this observation 
also indicates the challenges of 
building scientifi c bases on the 
Moon.

Lunar base architects need 
to account for such extreme 
events, which would temporari-
ly alter the lunar environment, 
before the effects subside, the 
release added.

Chandrayaan-2 records 1st proof of Sun’s impact on Moon

Ladakh leaders to hold
talks with Centre Oct 22

THREE REPRESENTATIVES, EACH 
OF LEH APEX BODY (LAB) AND 

KARGIL DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE 
(KDA), ALONG WITH LADAKH MP 
MOHD HANEEFA JAN AND THEIR 

LAWYER, WILL TAKE PART IN THE 
TALKS WITH A FOCUS ON THEIR 

PRIMARY DEMAND OF STATEHOOD 
AND SAFEGUARDS FOR THE UNION 

TERRITORY UNDER THE SIXTH 
SCHEDULE OF THE CONSTITUTION

ON SEPTEMBER 29, THE LAB 
ANNOUNCED THAT IT WOULD 

STAY AWAY FROM TALKS WITH 
THE HIGH-POWERED COMMITTEE 

OF THE MHA, SCHEDULED FOR 
OCTOBER 6, FOLLOWING THE 

KILLING OF FOUR PROTESTERS 
AND INJURIES TO MANY DURING 
WIDESPREAD VIOLENCE IN LEH 

SEPTEMBER 24

Woman stabbed to 
death by ex-partner; 
husband kills attacker

Maha Oppn claims 1cr 
voters bogus, declares 
joint rally  November 1

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 19: The 
Vishva Hindu Parishad 
(VHP) Sunday demanded 
that Delhi be renamed ‘In-
draprastha’ to connect the 
national capital with its an-
cient history and culture.

In a letter to Delhi Culture 
Minister Kapil Mishra, the 
Delhi unit of the VHP has al-
so demanded renaming Indira 
Gandhi International Airport 
as Indraprastha International 
Airport, Delhi Railway Station 
as Indraprastha Railway Sta-
tion and Shahjahanabad Devel-
opment Board as Indraprastha 
Development Board.

“The name of Delhi should be 
changed back to Indraprastha 
so that the name of the capital 
can be associated with its an-
cient history and culture,” VHP 
Delhi prant secretary Suredra 
Kumar Gupta said in the letter.

“Names aren’t mere chang-
es; they mirror a nation’s 
consciousness. When we say 
Delhi, we only see a period of 
2,000 years. But when we say In-
draprastha, we connect with a 
glorious history spanning 5,000 
years,” he said.

The VHP functionary de-
manded that Delhi’s heritage 
walk should include forts, tem-
ples, and monuments of Hindu 
kings to ensure a “balanced 
presentation” of the city’s over-
all history.

“Wherever there are me-
morials to Muslim invaders, 
Hindu heroes, sages, and 
sites from the Pandava peri-
od should also be introduced 
and memorials should be built 
near them,” he said.

A “grand memorial” in the 
name of King Hemchandra 
Vikramaditya and a King 
Hemchandra Vikramaditya 
Military School should be es-
tablished in Delhi, Gupta said.

The history of Hemchan-
dra Vikramaditya and In-
draprastha during the Panda-
va period should be included in 
Delhi's education curriculum, 
he added.

VHP demands Delhi be
renamed ‘Indraprastha’

Soldiers patrol a snow-covered mountain at a forward post along the Line of Control (LoC), ahead of Diwali 
festival, in Kupwara district of north Kashmir PTI PHOTO
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Patna, Oct 19: Chinks in 
the INDIA bloc’s armour be-
came all too obvious Sunday 
in poll-bound Bihar, where 
disgruntled aspirants in the 
RJD and the Congress, the 
two largest constituents, 
had a field day charging the 
leadership with having put 
tickets up for sale.

With less than 24 hours left 
for the fi ling of nomination 
papers for the second and fi nal 
phase to be over, the multi-par-
ty coalition was still unable 
to declare things like a chief 
ministerial candidate and the 
formula of seat-sharing among 
six alliance partners.

RJD supremo Lalu Prasad, 
however, continued to disburse 
party symbols at will, which 
did not go down well with the 
party’s media cell president Ri-
tu Jaiswal, who announced that 

she would be fi ling her nomina-
tion papers as an Independent 
from Parihar seat, against the 
offi cial candidate Smita Purve.

In an emotional Facebook 
post, Jaiswal, who had contest-
ed the seat fi ve years ago and 
was the RJD candidate from 
Sheohar in Lok Sabha polls last 
year, losing on both occasions 
with slender margins, alleged 
that Purve’s father-in-law Ram 
Chandra Purve, a former state 
unit chief of the party, had been 
behind her defeat in the 2020 as-
sembly elections.

Prasad’s residence in Pat-
na, a government bungalow 
allotted to his wife Rabri Devi 
in her capacity as a former 
chief minister, kept teeming 
with aspirants and hordes of 
their supporters, and while 
those who were lucky erupt-
ed in cheers and those whose 
claims were overlooked chose 
to vent spleen.

Bihar polls: INDIA bloc seems 
more unsettled than ever
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VENEZUELA'S FIRST SAINT
Pope Leo XIV canonised Venezuela's beloved 
“doctor of the poor” Sunday before an esti-
mated 55,000 people, offering the Caribbean 
nation its fi rst saint and a reason to cele-
brate amid its years long economic crisis and 
new tensions with the United States. Jose 
Gregorio Hernandez, revered by millions for 
his dedication to poor people, was declared a 
saint at a Mass in St Peter's Square

I couldn't accept the 
Nepo-babe campaign 
launched by the Gen Z 
youths, which created 
terror among the 
Nepalese people
KP SHARMA OLI  | NEPAL’S DEPOSED PM

China launches Pak’s 
remote sensing satellite
Beijing: China Sunday 
launched a Pakistani remote 
sensing satellite along with 
two of its own onboard 
a single rocket, further 
deepening space cooperation 
between the two all-weather 
allies. A Lijian-1 Y8 carrier 
rocket carrying three satellites 
-- Pakistan remote-sensing 
satellite (PRSS-2), AIRSAT 
03 and 04 satellites -- was 
launched from a commercial 
aerospace innovation pilot 
zone in northwest China, 
state-run Xinhua news agency 
reported. The satellites were 
successfully placed in the 
planned orbit, it said. This is 
the third Pakistani satellite 
launched by China this year. 

Germany to recall 
ambassador to Georgia 
Frankfurt: Germany said 
Sunday that it would recall 
its ambassador to Georgia 
ahead of a meeting of 
European Union offi cials on 
Monday as relations between 
the bloc and the South 
Caucasus country fray. "For 
many months, the Georgian 
leadership has been agitating 
against" the EU, Germany and 
personally against the German 
ambassador, Ernst Peter 
Fischer, Germany's foreign 
ministry said in a post on X. 
The recall is "for consultations 
on how to proceed," the German 
ministry said. 

China accuses US 
of cyber breaches
Beijing: China has accused 
the US of stealing secrets 
and infi ltrating the country's 
national time centre, warning 
that serious breaches could 
have disrupted communication 
networks, fi nancial systems, 
the power supply and the 
international standard time. 
The US National Security 
Agency has been carrying out 
a cyber attack operation on the 
National Time Service Center 
over an extended period of 
time, China's State Security 
Ministry said. The ministry said 
it found evidence tracing stolen 
data and credentials as far 
back as 2022, which were used 
to spy on the staff's mobile 
devices and network systems 
at the centre.

North Korean soldier 
defects to South Korea
Seoul: A North Korean soldier 
defected to South Korea 
across the rivals' heavily 
fortifi ed border Sunday, 
South Korea's military said. 
The military took custody of 
the soldier who crossed the 
central portion of the land 
border, South Korea's Joint 
Chiefs of Staff said.

If someone 
only hires 
Indians, sends 

remittance checks 
back to India, cam-
paigns in Indian 
elections, lobby's 
to fl y Indian fl ags over American 
government buildings, and has no 
family willing to serve in our mil-
itary, then their loyalty is to India 
and they need to be deported

CHANDLER LANGEVIN |  
PALM BAY COUNCIL MEMBER, US

The President 
is putting 
his ego over 

responsibility with 
this disregard 
for public safety. 
Firing live rounds 
over a busy highway isn't just 
wrong -- it's dangerous

GAVIN NEWSOM  | GOVERNOR, US

Both parties 
should also 
unite the vast 

majority of people 
in Taiwan to 
deepen exchanges 
and cooperation, 
boost common development, and 
advance national reunifi cation

XI JINPING | PRESIDENT, CHINA 

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Antananarivo, Oct 19: When 
an elite army colonel joined 
Madagascar's Gen Z protests 
earlier this month, forcing 
the president to fl ee the coun-
try, youth-movement leader 
Olivia Rafetison was happy 
to have the protection of men 
with guns, after weeks of state 
repression.

"He said: 'we're for the people, 
we'll help you, we are by your 
side'. Malagasy were coming to-
gether for the same cause," she 
said, describing the protests 
against electricity and water 
shortages that morphed into 
an uprising against President 
Andry Rajeolina.

Days later, Colonel Michael 
Randrianirina said the army 
was in charge.

"It went from 'protecting 

the people' to taking power," 
Rafetison, 28, told Reuters in 
downtown Antananarivo. "I'm 
not saying I'm against it ... But 
I am a little confl icted."

Randrianirina was sworn 
in as president on Friday, just 
three days after taking control 
of the island nation in the wake 
of the demonstrations that 

forced out his predecessor.
He has said the military will 

rule alongside a civilian gov-
ernment for up to two years be-
fore organising new elections.

Rafetison, leader of 
Movement Gen Z Col-
lective, a coalition 
of several of the 
protest groups, 
is not the only 
participant in the 
uprising to feel am-
bivalent about a man 
in uniform fi lling the 
power vacuum left by 
Rajeolina's hasty exit. Many 
wonder if their concerns will be 
heeded or, as in the past, ignored.

On the night of the coup, Ran-
drianirina received Rafetison 
and other prominent Gen Z fi g-
ures. "He said 'we're listening to 
you,'" she said, but the soldiers 
were all tired and soon ended 

the conversation, suggesting 
they talk more at a later date.

"I hope they follow up," she 
said. "Because this isn't the 
end of the struggle: we're really 

fi ghting for system change, 
not to swap one presi-

dent for another."
Madagascar's 

young population, 
averaging just 19, 
faces a litany of 
problems that are 

largely the result of 
mismanagement by a 

succession of older men. 
Even Rajeolina, at 34 the world's 
youngest president when he 
came to power in a 2009 coup, 
disappointed the youth by fail-
ing to create prosperity or deliv-
er basic services by the time he 
was ousted in his 50s.

Since independence from 
France in 1960 until 2020, GDP 

per capita nearly halved, World 
Bank data shows, making it 
one of few nations that became 
worse off in that time.

In that time, Madagascar ex-
perienced several periods of mil-
itary-led or military-dominated 
government, often with disas-
trous results for the economy.

Today, Antananarivo's 
winding, cobbled streets are 
bestrewn with beggars and 
hawkers eking out a living sell-
ing whatever they can.

"Everyone is taking advan-
tage of the system, they don't 
care. Even if the population 
dies of hunger, it's nothing (to 
them)," Alicia Andriana, from 
the Association of Dynamic 
Malagasy Students (Asse-
du-Mada), said in a downtown 
nightclub that doubles up as a 
meeting centre for Gen Z move-
ments by day.

Madagascar’s Gen Z demand a voice in shaping what comes next
ARMY 
COUP

Gen 
Z leaders 

seek systemic 
change, not just 

a new leader

Madagascar's 
GDP per capita has 

nearly halved 
since 1960

REUTERS

Jerusalem, Oct 19: The Israe-
li military launched an attack 
on Gaza Sunday, Israeli media 
and residents reported, dim-
ming hopes that a US-mediated 
ceasefi re would lead to lasting 
peace in the enclave as Israel 
traded blame with Palestinian 
militant group Hamas.

Israel’s attacks Sunday were 
the most serious test of an al-
ready fragile ceasefi re, which 
took effect October 11.

Palestinians in Gaza told 
Reuters they heard explosions 
and gunfi re in Rafah in the 
south of the strip and witness-
es separately reported heavy 
gunfi re from Israeli tanks in 
the eastern town of Abassan 
near Khan Younis, also in 
southern Gaza.

Witnesses in Khan Younis 
heard a wave of airstrikes 
launched into Rafah early Sun-
day afternoon.

An Israeli government 
spokesperson, when asked for 
confi rmation of the attacks, 
deferred to the military. The 
military had no immediate 
comment.

Local health authorities in 

Gaza said Sunday two Palestin-
ians were killed in an Israeli 
airstrike in the eastern Jabalia 
area of northern Gaza.

The Times of Israel reported 
that the military was conduct-
ing airstrikes in the Rafah area 
after militants attacked forces 
there, though it did not cite a 
source for the information.

An Israeli military offi cial 
said Sunday that Hamas had 
carried out multiple attacks 
against Israeli forces inside 
Gaza, including a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade attack and a 
sniper attack against Israeli 
soldiers.

"Both of the incidents hap-
pened in an Israeli-controlled 

area...This is a bold violation 
of the ceasefi re," the offi cial 
said.

Senior Hamas offi cial Izzat 
Al Risheq said Sunday that the 
Palestinian militant group re-
mained committed to the cease-
fi re, which he accused Israel of 
repeatedly violating.

The government media of-
fi ce in Gaza said Saturday 
that Israel had committed 47 
violations after the ceasefi re 
deal, leaving 38 dead and 143 
wounded.

"These violations have 
ranged from direct shooting 
at civilians, to deliberate shell-
ing and targeting operations, 
as well as the arrest of sever-
al civilians," the media offi ce 
statement said.

RAFAH CROSSING TO 
REMAIN CLOSED

The Israeli government and 
Hamas have been accusing 

each other of violations of the 
ceasefi re for days, with Israel 
saying the Rafah border cross-
ing between Gaza and Egypt 
will remain closed until fur-
ther notice.

Rafah has largely been shut 
since May 2024. The ceasefi re 
deal also includes the ramping 
up of aid to Gaza, where hun-
dreds of thousands of people 
were determined in August to 
be affected by famine, accord-
ing to the IPC global hunger 
monitor.

Israel and Hamas have been 
engaged in a dispute over the 
return of the bodies of deceased 
hostages. Israel demanded that 
Hamas fulfi ll its obligations in 
turning over the remaining 
bodies of all 28 hostages.

HUMANITARIAN AID HALTED
The fragile ceasefire in Ga-

za faced its first major test 
as an Israeli security official 
said the transfer of aid into 
the territory is halted “until 
further notice”.

The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity pending a 
formal announcement on the 
halt in aid, which is occur-
ring a little over a week since 
the start of the US-proposed 
ceasefire aimed at ending two 
years of war.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Islamabad, Oct 19: Pakistan 
and Afghanistan have agreed 
to an immediate ceasefi re and 
setting up of "mechanisms" to 
ensure lasting peace after days 
of violent clashes along the bor-
der that left several soldiers, 
civilians, and terrorists dead 
on both sides, offi cials said 
Sunday.

The breakthrough came fol-
lowing negotiations between 
Pakistan's Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif and Afghani-
stan's acting Defence Minister 
Mullah Yaqoob in Doha, facil-
itated by Qatar and Turkiye, 
according to a statement issued 
by Qatar's Foreign Ministry.

“During the negotiation, both 
sides agreed to an immediate 
ceasefi re and establishment 
of mechanisms to consolidate 
lasting peace and stability be-
tween the two countries,” the 
statement read.

The two neighbours also 
agreed to hold "follow-up meet-
ings" in the coming days to en-
sure the "implementation" and 
"sustainability" of the truce "in 
a reliable and sustainable man-
ner" to achieve security and sta-
bility in both countries, it said.

The development comes amid 
heightened tensions along the 
Pak-Afghan border, triggered 
by cross-border clashes after 
alleged Pakistani airstrikes 

near Kabul last week.
The Doha talks began Satur-

day with Pakistan urging the 
Afghan Taliban authorities to 
take "verifi able action" against 
the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), which Islamabad accus-
es of launching cross-border 
terrorist attacks from Afghan 
soil.

The Foreign Offi ce in a state-
ment Saturday said Pakistan 
had stressed the need for the 
Afghan authorities to honour 
their "commitments to the in-
ternational community" and to 
address Islamabad's "legitimate 
security concerns" by taking 
verifi able action against ter-
rorist entities.

“Pakistan appreciates the 
mediation efforts of Qatar and 
hopes these discussions con-
tribute to peace and stability 
in the region,” it said.

Relations between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan have 
remained strained since 2023, 
with Islamabad repeatedly rais-
ing concerns over the use of Af-
ghan soil by militants carrying 
out cross-border attacks.

The situation further de-
teriorated following repeat-
ed terrorist attacks by TTP, 
including one in the restive 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's Or-
akzai district recently, which 
claimed the lives of 11 mili-
tary personnel, including a 
Lt Colonel and a Major.

Pak, Afghan to form 
peace mechanism

Ceasefi re crumbles in Gaza
New violence erupts in Gaza as truce falters, Hamas and Israel trade accusations

Gazans report explosions, 
gunfi re, airstrikes and tank 
shelling

Rafah border crossing 
remains closed amid ongoing 
ceasefi re violations

Dispute over return of 
hostages' bodies continues 
between Israel and Hamas

Hamas planning attack on Palestinians, warns US 

The US State Department said Saturday that it has "credible reports" that Hamas could violate the 
ceasefi re with an attack on Palestinian civilians in Gaza. If the attack takes place, it "would constitute 

a direct and grave violation" of the agreement forged by President Donald Trump to end the two-year war 
between Israel and Hamas, the statement said. "Should Hamas proceed with this attack, measures will be 
taken to protect the people of Gaza and preserve the integrity of the ceasefi re," the State Department said. 
Trump previously warned on social media that "if Hamas continues to kill people in Gaza, which was not the 
Deal, we will have no choice but to go in and kill them." The US president later clarifi ed he won't send US 
troops into Gaza after launching the threat against Hamas. "It's not going to be us," he told reporters. "We 
won't have to. There are people very close, very nearby that will go in and they'll do the trick very easily, but 
under our auspices." Trump's hostile rhetoric represented a shift after initially expressing nonchalance about 
Hamas killings, saying they had taken out "a couple of gangs that were very bad.

PEACE FADES

REUTERS

Tokyo, Oct 19: Japan's Liber-
al Democratic Party and the 
Japan Innovation Party have 
broadly agreed to form a coa-
lition government, setting the 
stage for the country's fi rst 
female prime minister, Kyodo 
news agency reported Sunday.

Sanae Takaichi, leader of 
the conservative LDP, and Hi-
rofumi Yoshimura, head of the 
smaller right-leaning group 
known as Ishin, are set to sign 
an agreement sealing their alli-

ance Monday, Kyodo said.
Calls to the LDP and Ishin 

headquarters to seek comment 
went unanswered outside busi-
ness hours.

Ishin's co-head, Fumitake 
Fujita, raised expectations for 
a deal Friday, saying the two 
parties had made "big progress" 
in coalition talks.

Ishin lawmakers will vote 
for Takaichi in an election to 
choose the prime minister in 
parliament on Tuesday, but 
the party does not plan to send 
ministers to Takaichi's cabinet, 
at least initially, Kyodo said.

That would fall short of the 
full-fl edged alliance the LDP 
maintained with the Komeito 
party until the junior partner 
quit the coalition this month, 
raising concern over the stability 
of the forthcoming government.

Ishin's Fujita told reporters 
Sunday evening negotiations 
were in the fi nal stages and his 
fellow lawmakers entrusted 
Yoshimura and himself to make 
a fi nal decision on the matter 
for the party.

Japan’s LDP, Ishin agree to 
form coalition government

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Palm Beach, Oct 19: President 
Donald Trump said Sunday he 
would slash US funding to Co-
lombia because the country's 
leader “does nothing to stop” 
drug production, in what is the 
latest sign of friction between 
Washington and one of its clos-
est allies in Latin America. 

In a social media post, Trump 
referred to Colombian Presi-
dent Gustavo Petro as “an il-
legal drug dealer” who is “low 
rated and very unpopular.” He 
warned that Petro “better close 
up” drug operations “or the 
United States will close them 
up for him, and it won't be do-
ne nicely.”

Trump, while at his Mar-a-
Lago resort in Florida, wrote 
on his Truth Social platform 
that Petro is “strongly encour-
aging the massive production of 
drugs, in big and small fi elds” 
across Colombia, which the 
Republican president spelled 
as Columbia. “Petro does 
nothing to stop it, despite large 
scale payments and subsidies 
from the USA that are nothing 
more than a long term rip off of 
America,” Trump said.

Trump slashes US 
aid to Colombia

Deal paves way for Japan's fi rst 
female PM, Sanae Takaichi

A man dressed as a zombie attends the annual Zombie Walk in Mexico City                  PTI PHOTO
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GOVT EXTENDS GSTR-3B RETURN DEADLINE
The government Sunday extended the due date for fi ling 
the monthly GSTR-3B tax payment form by 5 days till Oc-
tober 25. The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 
(CBIC), in a notifi cation, said the GSTR-3B fi lers for Sep-
tember and the July-September quarter can pay taxes by 
October 25. GSTR-3B is a monthly and quarterly summary 
return that registered taxpayers fi le in a staggered man-
ner between the 20th, 22nd and 24th of every month for 
different categories of taxpayers. The extension was on 
expected lines, with October 20 being the Diwali festival

GST 2.0 came in at the 
fag end of the (second) 

quarter, so that will play out in 
subsequent quarters. We are 
positive on that development, 
that should aid demand for 
two-wheeler farms and small 
cars and their types primarily in 
smaller towns and rural, and in 
urban to a lesser extent
ARNAB BANERJEE | MD, CEAT

Meesho IPO 
New Delhi: Softbank backed 
e-commerce fi rm Meesho has 
fi led updated draft IPO papers, 
which comprises raising 
of `4,250 crore through the 
issuance of fresh equity as well 
as secondary sale of share by 
some of the existing investors, 
according to the document fi led 
with market regulator SEBI. The 
proposed initial public offering 
(IPO) comprises a fresh issue of 
equity shares aggregating up 
to `4,250 crore and an offer for 
sale of up to 175,696,602 equity 
shares by certain existing 
shareholders. The offer for sale 
includes sale of equity shares 
by some of Meesho's early 
investors, including Elevation, 
Peak XV, Venture Highway and 
Y Combinator, among others.

Festive binge
New Delhi: As India revels in 
the spirit of the festive season, 
food delivery platforms Swiggy 
and magicpin have reported 
a massive surge in orders, 
highlighting how culinary 
cravings are now central to 
the country's celebrations. 
Magicpin reported a 2.5x 
spike in bulk and party food 
delivery orders after Navratri. 
The momentum continued into 
the second week of October, 
with a 30 per cent jump in food 
delivery orders October 10 
compared to regular days.

Glenmark, Dr Reddy's 
recall products in US
New Delhi: Drugmakers 
Glenmark and Dr Reddy's 
Laboratories are recalling 
products in the US due 
to manufacturing issues, 
according to the US Food and 
Drug Administration (USFDA).  
As per its latest Enforcement 
Report, the US health regulator 
noted that a US-based unit of 
Glenmark Pharmaceuticals 
is recalling 26,928 packs of 
oral contraceptive medication 
in the US. Mahwah, New 
Jersey-based Glenmark 
Pharmaceuticals Inc, USA 
is recalling the affected lot 
of Viorele, Desogestrel and 
Ethinyl Estradiol (USP, 0.15 
mg/ 0.02 mg) and Ethinyl 
Estradiol tablets due to “failed 
impurities/degradation 
specifi cations.” 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Oct 19: Auto-
mobile exports from India 
rose 26 per cent year-on-
year in September quar-
ter driven by highest-ever 
shipments of passenger 
vehicles, two-wheelers and 
three-wheelers during the 
period, as per the latest 
data released by industry 
body SIAM (Society of 
Indian Automobile Man-
ufacturers or Service Inte-
gration and Management).

Passenger vehicle ex-
ports grew 23 per cent to 
2,41,554 units in September 
quarter as against 1,96,196 
units in the same period of 
last fi scal.

Passenger car exports 
grew 20.5 per cent to 
1,25,513 units in the second 
quarter as against 1,04,196 
units in the September 
quarter of last fi scal.

Similarly, utility vehicle 

shipments rose 26 per cent 
annually to 1,13,374 units in 
the July-September period.

Van exports also grew 
39 per cent year on year to 
2,667 units in the year-ago 
period.  Maruti Suzuki 
India led the space with 
shipments of 2,05,763 units 
followed by Hyundai Motor 
India with 99,540 units in 
the period under review. 
Two-wheeler exports saw 
an increase of 25 per cent to 
12,95,468 units in July-Sep-
tember period as against 
10,35,997 units in the year-
ago period.

Scooter shipments rose 
12 per cent to 1,77,957 units 
while motorcycles wit-
nessed a growth of 27 per 
cent to 11,08,109 units in 
September quarter.

Moped exports surged 
to 9,402 units in the second 
quarter as compared with 
2,028 units in the same pe-
riod last year.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 19: Reflect-
ing a clear trend of market 
diversification, Indian export-
ers registered positive growth 
in 24 countries during the 
first half of the current fiscal 
year, even as shipments to the 
US declined due to high tar-
iffs in September, official data 
showed.

These 24 countries include 
Korea, UAE, Germany, Togo, 
Egypt, Vietnam, Iraq, Mexico, 
Russia, Kenya, Nigeria, Cana-
da, Poland, Sri Lanka, Oman, 
Thailand, Bangladesh, Brazil, 

Belgium, Italy and Tanzania.
“24 countries with a total 

export of $129.3 billion record-
ed positive growth in export 
in April-September 2025-26 as 
against the same period last 
fiscal, amounting to a share of 
59 per cent of India's exports,” 
an official said.

During April-September 
this year, exports increased 
by 3.02 per cent to $220.12 bil-

lion, and imports rose 4.53 per 
cent to $375.11 billion, leaving 
a trade deficit of $154.99 bil-
lion.

However, according to the 
Commerce Ministry data, In-
dia's exports to 16 countries 
have registered negative 
growth during the first six 
months of the current fiscal. 
These nations account for 
about 27 per cent ($60.3 bil-

lion) of the country's exports.
An exporter said the sweep-

ing 50 per cent tariff by the US 
on Indian goods is hurting ex-
ports to America, but the ex-
porting community is pushing 
exports to other geographies, 
including Africa, Latin Amer-
ica and the Middle East.

“The trend will continue in 
the coming months as well,” 
the exporter said.

India's merchandise exports 
to the US declined by 11.93 per 
cent to $5.46 billion in Septem-
ber due to the high tariffs im-
posed by Washington, accord-
ing to the data.

During the April-Septem-
ber period of this fiscal, the 
country's exports to the US 
increased by 13.37 per cent to 
$45.82 billion, while imports 
rose 9 per cent to $25.6 billion, 
the data showed.

The US has imposed a 
sweeping 50 per cent tariff on 
Indian goods entering Amer-
ican markets from August 
27. The two countries are 
negotiating a bilateral trade 
agreement to boost two-way 
commerce.

The US was the largest trad-
ing partner of India in 2024-25.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 19: After withdraw-
ing money on a net basis for the past 
three months, foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) have turned buyers with a 
`6,480 crore investment in October so 
far, driven by strong macroeconomic 
factors.

The development comes after per-
sistent outfl ows in recent times, with 
FPIs pulling out `23,885 crore in Sep-
tember, `34,990 crore in August, and 
`17,700 crore in July, data from depos-
itories showed. 

The renewed infl ow in October 
marks a signifi cant shift in senti-
ment and refl ects fresh confi dence 
among global investors towards In-
dian markets. Several key drivers 
underpin this reversal. According 

to Himanshu Srivastava, Principal, 
Manager Research, Morningstar 
Investment Research India, India's 
macro backdrop remains relatively 
strong among emerging markets, 
with stable growth, manageable infl a-
tion, and resilient domestic demand 
helping the country stand out. 

He further noted that global liquid-
ity conditions are gradually easing, 
with expectations of rate cuts or at 
least a pause in the US. 

As risk appetite returns, funds 
are fl owing back into higher-return 
emerging markets.

Echoing a similar view, Geojit In-
vestments Chief Investment Strategist 
VK Vijayakumar said the principal 
reason for this shift in FPIs' strategy 
is the reduced valuation differential 
between India and other markets.

AUTO EXPORTS RISE 
IN SECOND QUARTER

FPIs pump `6,480cr
into Indian equities

New Delhi: The combined market valuation of seven of the 
top-10 most valued fi rms surged by `2,16,544.29 crore last 
week, with Reliance Industries and Bharti Airtel stealing the 
limelight, in tandem with an optimistic trend in equities. Last 
week, the BSE benchmark jumped 1,451.37 points or 1.75 per 
cent. From the top-10 pack, Reliance Industries, HDFC Bank, 
Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank, State Bank of India, Bajaj Finance and 
Hindustan Unilever were the gainers, while Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS), Infosys and Life Insurance Corporation of India 
(LIC) faced erosion from their valuation. The market valuation 
of Reliance Industries jumped `47,363.65 crore to `19,17,483.71 
crore, the most among the top-10 fi rms. Bharti Airtel added 
`41,254.73 crore taking its valuation to `11,47,235.08 crore. 
The market capitalisation (mcap) of ICICI Bank surged by 
`40,123.88 crore to `10,26,491.35 crore and that of HDFC Bank 
rallied `33,185.59 crore to `15,40,210.78 crore. The valuation of 
Bajaj Finance climbed `28,903.45 crore to `6,65,899.19 crore. 
The mcap of Hindustan Unilever edged higher by `17,774.65 
crore to `6,12,009.78 crore and that of State Bank of India 
went up by `7,938.34 crore to `8,20,924.98 crore. However, 
the valuation of Infosys dropped by `30,306.35 crore to 
`5,98,773.87 crore. The mcap of TCS declined by `23,807.01 
crore to `10,71,894.61 crore and that of LIC dipped by 
`7,684.87 crore to `5,60,173.42 crore.
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New Delhi, Oct 19: Gold pric-
es are expected to witness some 
consolidation and mild correc-
tion next week as the recent re-
cord-breaking rally looks over-
stretched and physical demand 
eases after the festive rush, an-
alysts said.

After hitting fresh highs in 
global and domestic markets, 
bullion may trade in a narrow 
range, with investors eyeing 
the US funding bill, key global 
data releases, and remarks from 
Federal Reserve offi cials ahead 
of the October 28-29 policy meet-
ing, they added.

“Gold prices are likely to see 
some corrections/ consolidation 
as ongoing fundamentals are 
already priced in and physical 
demand wanes post mid-week,” 
Pranav Mer, Vice President, 
EBG - Commodity & Currency 
Research, JM Financial Services 
Ltd, said. He added that traders 
will monitor key global indica-
tors, including Chinese data, 
UK infl ation, provisional data 
on PMI from across regions, US 
consumer confi dence and the 
Fed's commentary ahead of 
the October 28-29 meeting. Mer 

added that gold ended last week 
on a positive note, supported 
by festive demand in India and 
strong ETF buying. “However, a 
sharp corrective move was seen 
on Friday, amid profi t-booking 
as the rally looks overstretched 
now,” he said. Last week, gold 
futures rose by ̀ 5,644, or 4.65 per 
cent on the Multi Commodity 
Exchange (MCX). Prathamesh 
Mallya, DVP - Research, Non-
Agri Commodities and Curren-
cies, Angel One, said the shine 
in gold prices just does not stop 
as the momentum has been on 
the rising side throughout 2025, 
supported by policy uncertainty, 
US tariffs, and a slowdown in the 
American economy.

On the MCX, gold futures for 
December delivery hit a record 
of `1,32,294 per 10 grams on Fri-
day before closing at `1,27,008, 
ending a fi ve-day record streak.

Echoing similar views, 
Karthick Jongadla, investment 
manager on smallcase and 
Founder at Quantace Research, 
said, the rally was underpinned 
by a softer dollar, and easing 
bond yields, while lingering 
US-China trade noise and a US 
data/shutdown fog kept the 
safe-haven bid supported.

Exports record growth in Apr-Sept
During April-September 

this year, exports 
increased by 

3.02 per cent to 
$220.12 billion, and 

imports rose 4.53 per 
cent to $375.11 billion, 
leaving a trade defi cit 

of $154.99 billion

Gold likely to consolidate 
as Fed meeting looms

Mcap of seven most valued fi rms surges
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Guwahati, Oct 19: Indian shut-
tler Tanvi Sharma's bid to script 
history by winning a gold medal 
at the BWF World Junior Cham-
pionships ended in heartbreak 
as she lost in straight games to 
Thailand's Anyapat Phichitpree-
chasak in the women's singles 
fi nal here Sunday.

The 16-year-old, who fol-
lowed in the footsteps of 
former world No 1 Saina 
Nehwal and Aparna Popat 
to become only the third 
Indian female shuttler 
to reach the fi nal of the 
tournament, lost 7-15 12-
15 to the second-seed-
ed Thai.

"I was not com- fort-
able. From the start 
of the match, I made 
a lot of mis-
takes. In the 
second game, I did 
manage to play my 
strokes but once 
again I ended up 
making mis-
takes after 8-5. 
After that, my 
coach told me to 
keep playing and 
I did that. But she 
was reading 
my strokes 
very well," 
said Tanvi 
after the 
match.

It was a 
tight affair 
right from the 
start as both play-
ers moved neck and neck from 
2-2 to 4-4, riding on each other's 

unforced errors. 
The Thai's deceptive returns 

caught Tanvi at the front court 
as Phichitpreechasak opened 
up a 10-5 lead, with the Indian 
fi nding the net twice.

Two smashes from 
the Thai and a wide 
shot from Tanvi 
put Phichitpree-
chasak two points 
away from taking 
the opening game, 
which she eventu-
ally sealed when an-

other backhand from 
the Indian buried into 

the net.
After the change of ends, 

Tanvi surged to a 6-1 lead with 
some precise deep re-

turns. But 
errors crept 

in again. 
Two net 
mistakes 
allowed 
the 

Thai to narrow the gap to 5-7.
Phichitpreechasak went wide 

next, giving Tanvi a slender 8-5 
lead at the interval. However, 
the Thai made Tanvi lunge for-
ward repeatedly, forcing more 
errors to move to 7-8 before 
levelling the score when Tanvi 
sprayed one long.

Another smash into the net 
gave Thailand play-

er 9-8 advantage. A 
down-the-line smash 
followed by anoth-
er beautifully con-

structed point saw 
the Thai inch 

ahead 11-8.
Now dictating the 

rallies with con-
fi dence, Phichit-
preecha- sak ex-
tended her lead to 
12-8 with a lucky 
net cord. Tanvi 
man- aged 

to halt 
the run 

with a neat 
net dribble, but 

the Thai continued 
to produce sharp 
cross-court winners 

that left the Indian search-
ing for answers.

At 9-13, Tanvi responded 
with her own deft touch to 
stay in contention. She won 
a disputed point after a long 
rally before sending one wide 
to hand the Thai three cham-
pionship points. 
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The 16-year-old’s 
dream run ends with 
silver at World Junior 

Championship 
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Perth, Oct 19: The grand come-
back party of Virat Kohli and 
Rohit Sharma endured a quick 
22-ball ending, and their lowkey 
outing refl ected in India's sev-
en-wicket defeat against Aus-
tralia in the rain-affected fi rst 
ODI here Sunday.

Asked to bat fi rst, India la-
boured to a sub-par 136 for 9, 
after the match was revised to 
26 overs for a side courtesy sev-
eral rain interruptions, leaving 
the hosts to chase a DLS target 
of 131, which they duly reached 
in 21.1 overs.

Travis Head fell to Arshdeep 
Singh early, slashing the left-
arm pacer to Harshit Rana at 
deep third man, and Matthew 
Short too walked back without 
any signifi cant contribution.

But skipper and local man 
Mitchell Marsh (46 not out, 52 
balls) used his brute power to 
keep Australia ahead of the 
curve with a crucial 55-run 
partnership with Josh Philippe 
(37, 29b). The Indian pacers — 
Arshdeep, Mohammad Siraj 
and Harshit Rana — could not 
replicate the control of their 
Australian counterparts, of-
fering plenty of freebies to the 
hosts' batters.

Marsh fed on them with 
glee, crunching a six each of 
all three. An inside-out smash 
off Siraj over covers was the 
highlight. Philippe gave his 
captain ample support with a 
busy knock, and his dismissal 
was a minor irritant in Austra-
lia's march, which culminated 
in them taking 1-0 lead in the 
three-match series.

MEN IN BLUE DISAPPOINT 
Earlier, India were robbed of 

the momentum by the constant 
weather interventions and re-
lentless Australian new ball 
bowlers, except when KL Rahul 

(38, 30 balls) was in the middle.
But before the skies opened 

up on several occasions, Aus-
tralian bowlers used the extra 
bounce on the Optus Stadium 
pitch to get rid of two old foes. 
Rohit (8), who was also play-
ing his 500th match for India, 
walked in alongside new cap-
tain Shubman Gill to loud 
cheers from the Perth crowd, 
but his stay was snapped after 
just 14 balls. 

Rohit played a sumptuous 
straight drive off Mitchell 
Starc, which offered a heady 
time ride back to the glory days.

Kohli walked in amid even 
louder cheer, but the familiar 
ODI greatness was nowhere to 
be seen. In a pre-match chat, 
Kohli had detailed how Austra-
lia had often brought the best 
out of him as a batter.

But on this instance, Starc 
elicited the worst out of Kohli 

— fi rst through a habitual prod 
outside the off-stump. It even-
tually consumed Kohli. A drive 
on the up off the left-arm pacer 
took the edge of his bat and Coo-
per Connolly at backward point 
snaffl ed a wonderful catch to 
curtail Kohli's agonising eight-
ball innings. 

It was Kohli's fi rst duck in 
Australia. Now, the veterans 
need something substantial in 
the subsequent ODIs at Ade-
laide and Sydney to convince 
the powers that be of their fi re 
for a longer journey. 

Unlike his senior colleagues, 
skipper Gill looked assured 
but a rather casual attempt 
to fl ick Nathan Ellis resulted 
in a down the leg side catch to 
wicketkeeper Philippe. 

Vice-captain Shreyas Iyer 
perished in the same way. 
Hazlewood strangled him 
for space with a bouncer on 
ribcage that Iyer gloved to 
Philippe as India slid to 45 for 
four in the 14th over. 

Finally, India found their 
wheels moving through a 39-run 
fi fth-wicket alliance between 
Axar Patel (31) and Rahul be-
fore the former fell to spinner 
Matthew Kuhnemann. 

Rahul was quite impressive 
in his knock, dealing with the 
bounce effectively while getting 
on top of the ball nicely. The 
straight drive and pull off Ellis 
off successive balls for fours 
were from the top draw. 

Tanvi marks 
new dawn 

Australia spoil RoKo’s comeback
RAIN PLAYS SPOILSPORT

India suffer fi rst ODI 
defeat of 2025 as 

Australia take a 1-0 lead 
in the three-match series

BRIEF SCORES 

India: 136 for 9 in 26 overs (KL 
Rahul 38, Axar Patel 31; Matthew 

Kunhemann 2/26 and Josh 
Hazlewood 2/20, Mitchell Owen 

2/20) lost to Australia: 131 for 3 in 
21.1 overs (Mitchell Marsh 46 not 

out, Josh Philippe 37)

HISTORIC MILESTONE 
•Tanvi’s medal is India's 
fi rst at the World Junior 
Championships in 17 years

•Saina (gold in 2008 and 
silver in 2006) and Aparna 
(silver in 1996) are the only 

other Indian women to have 
won medals

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Nashville, Oct 19: Inter 
Miami CF superstar Lionel 
Messi has won the 2025 MLS 
Golden Boot, netting 29 goals 
to become the league's leading 
scorer in his second full season 
with the Herons. 

Messi contributed 19 assists 
as he outperformed LAFC's 
Denis Bouanga (24 goals) and 
Nashville SC's Sam Surridge 
(24 goals). 

The Argentine great tallied 
three goals and provided an 
assist during Saturday's 5-2 De-
cision Day victory in Nashville, 
reaching 48 goal contributions 
(29 goals, 19 assists) this sea-
son – just short of Carlos Vela's 
MLS record 49 for LAFC in 2019.

Now, Messi appears set to 
become the league's fi rst-ev-
er player to win consecutive 
MVP awards, following a 
historic 2024 campaign that 
saw Miami claim that year's 
Supporters' Shield in re-

cord-breaking fashion.
Messi and Miami are the 

Eastern Conference No 3 seed 
in the MLS Cup Playoffs, where 
they'll face No 6 Nashville in a 
Round One Best-of-3 Series. 
This year's MLS Cup champi-
on will be crowned December 6.

Messi, the most decorated 
footballer of all time, now 
adds the MLS Golden Boot to 
his unparalleled CV. He is the 
latest in an exclusive list of 
players to secure the honour 
since the league's inaugural 
season in 1996.

From 1996 to 2004, the MLS 
Golden Boot was awarded 
based on a points system that 
gave two points for a goal and 
one for an assist, before switch-
ing to solely counting goals.

Earlier this week, Messi 
became the player with the 
most assists in men’s inter-
national football after setting 
up two goals in Argentina’s 
6-0 thrashing of Puerto Rico 
in an international friendly 
at Chase Stadium. His pair of 
assists took his international 
tally to 60, surpassing Neymar 
and Landon Donovan, who each 
have 58. With this achievement, 
Messi is now just three assists 
short of 400 across his profes-
sional career.

Pakistan blasts ICC for 
‘biased’ statement in 
solidarity with Afghan
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Lahore, Oct 19: Pakistan's Fed-
eral Minister for Information, Ata 
Tarar has dismissed the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC)'s 
statement on the deaths of three 
cricketers in Afghanistan for its 
“selective”, “biased” nature. The 
ICC and the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) had on 
Saturday condoled the death of 
Afghanistan cricketers in an aeri-
al attack at the Paktika Province 
without mentioning Pakistan in 
their respective statements. 

The governing bodies reacted 
after the Afghanistan Cricket 
Board (ACB) decided to with-
draw its team from a tri-series 
in Pakistan next month.

Pakistan Cricket Board had 
later announced that it will re-
place Afghanistan with Zimba-
bwe for the tri-series that also 
involves Sri Lanka. 

Messi bags MLS Golden Boot
The legend becomes Miami's first-ever Golden Boot winner and the first Argentine 

to claim the award since Valentín "Taty" Castellanos did so with New York City FC in 2021
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New Delhi, Oct 19: Olympi-
an Balraj Panwar spearheaded 
India's impressive show at the 
2025 Asian Rowing Champion-
ships in Hai Phong, Vietnam, 
as the country bagged 10 med-
als including three gold and 
fi ve silver, marking one of 
their strongest performances 
in recent years.

Paris Olympian Panwar pro-
duced a commanding show to 
win the gold in the men's single 
scull (M1X) event.

India's other gold medals 
came through the lightweight 
men's double scull (LM2X) pair 
of Lakshay and Ajay Tyagi, 
who combined superb rhythm 
and endurance to dominate 
their fi nal, and in the men's 
quadruple scull (M4X), where 
the quartet of Kulwinder 
Singh, Navdeep Singh, Satnam 
Singh and Jakar Khan rowed 
with perfect coordination to 
clinch the top spot.

Another highlight of the 
campaign was Gurbani Kaur 
and Diljot Kaur ending a 
15-year medal drought for Indi-
an women at the Asian Cham-
pionships by fi nishing second 
in the lightweight women's 
pair (LW2-) event.

Their silver-winning ef-
fort, marked by technical 

precision and sheer grit, was 
hailed as a breakthrough mo-
ment for women's rowing in 
India and an inspiration for 
the next generation. India al-
so pocketed silver medals in 
the men's eight (M8+), where 
Nitin Deol, Parvinder Singh, 
Lakhveer Singh, Ravi, Gur-
pratap Singh, Bheem Singh, 
Jaswinder Singh, Kulbir and 
Kiran Singh Maiom powered 
through a strong field to fin-
ish second.

In the men's double scull 
(M2X), Jaspinder Singh and 
Salman Khan produced a deter-
mined effort to secure silver, 
while the lightweight men's 
quadruple scull (LM4X) crew 
of Rohit, Ujjwal Kumar Singh, 
Lakshay and Ajay Tyagi added 
another silver to the tally.

The lightweight men's four 
(LM4-) team of Sannee Kumar, 
Iqbal Singh, Babu Lal Yadav 
and Yogesh Kumar also fi n-
ished second after a closely 
fought fi nal.

The bronze medals came 
in the lightweight men's pair 
(LM2-), where Nitin Deol and 
Parvinder Singh displayed 
great composure to claim third 
place, and in the women's 
eight (W8+), where the crew 
of Gurbani Kaur, Diljot Kaur, 
Suman Devi, Alenna Anto, 
Kiran, Poonam and Haobijam 
Tendenthoi Devi combined 
effectively to secure a podium 
fi nish, rounding off a remark-
able campaign.

India had fi elded a 37-mem-
ber contingent (25 men and 12 
women) across 15 events.

The haul marks one 
of their strongest 
performances in 
recent years

ASIAN ROWING C’SHIPS

Olympian Panwar leads 
India’s 10-medal show 
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Indore, Oct 19: India squan-
dered a position of control to 
make a mess of their chase as 
they suffered a four-run defeat 
against England, their third on 
the trot, in the Women's World 
Cup here Sunday.

Chasing 289 to win, India 
were cruising to victory but lost 
crucial wickets despite fi fties by 
senior players Smriti Mandha-
na (88), Harmanpreet Kaur (70) 
and Deepti Sharma (50).

From needing 55 runs from 
53 balls, India found themselves 
needing 14 of the last over with 
England holding their nerves as 
Sneh Rana and Amanjot Kaur 
failed to take the hosts across 

the line.
This was after seasoned 

off-spinner Deepti (4/51) pro-
duced a standout spell, help-
ing restrict England to 288 for 
8 which was built on the back 
of Heather Knight's (109) splen-
did century. Mandhana fi rst put 
up a crucial 125-run stand with 

skipper Kaur before joining 
forces with Deepti with a 67-run 
partnership. 

Together, Mandhana and 
Kaur batted smartly, rotating 
strike, building pressure on En-
gland's bowlers, and rescuing 
India from an uncomfortable 
position. At the halfway stage 

of the innings India needed a 
164 from 150 balls.

Earlier, playing her 300th 
international game, Knight's 
(109) sweeping prowess was 
on full display as she laced her 
91-ball innings with 15 bound-
aries and a six to get her third 
ODI ton and highest-ever score 
in WODIs.

WOMEN IN BLUE MESS UP CHASE

I 
was very, 

very happy with 
the silver medal but 
a little disappointed 
that I didn't get the 

gold
TANVI SHARMA

England 288/8 (Heather Knight 
109, Amy Jones 56; Deepti 

Sharma 4-51, Shree Charani 
2-68) beat India 284/6 (Smriti 

Mandhana 88, Harmanpreet Kaur 
70; Nat Sciver-Brunt 2-47, Linsey 

Smith 1-40) by four runs.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Osaka, Oct 19: Leylah Fer-
nandez won her fi rst Japan 
Open title Sunday. The No 4 
seed defeated 18-year-old qual-
ifi er Tereza Valentova, who 

was making her WTA fi nal 
debut, 6-0, 5-7, 6-3 in 2 hours 
and 11 minutes. 

The victory marked Fernan-
dez’s fi fth career title and her 
second of 2025. All fi ve of her 
career titles have been won on 
hard courts.

Her run in Osaka, which in-
cluded fi ve consecutive wins, 
was only the second time since 
her victory in Washington, 
DC, in July that she won back-
to-back matches.

Meanwhile, Taylor 
Townsend and Kristina Mlad-
enovic won the women's dou-
bles trophy Saturday, beating 
Stom Hunter and Desirae 
Krawczyk for their fi rst title 
as a team.

For Townsend, a two-time 
Grand Slam champion and 
current world No 2, it is her 
11th career WTA doubles title 
and her fourth of the season.

JAPAN OPEN

Leylah lifts fi fth career title
With the win, Fernandez climbed fi ve spots to 
No 22 in the WTA Live Rankings and reclaimed 

the Canadian No 1 ranking from Victoria Mboko

B R I E F  S C O R E S

Eves suffer 4-run 
defeat to England in 
Women's World Cup; 
third loss on the trot

India now need to 
win their remaining 
two games to seal the 
last semifi nal spot as 
England became the 
third to team to move 
to the last four stage 
with the win 
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