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Cyclone: 8 dists
in Red Zone

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: The
state government Sunday put
all 30 districts on alert as the
depression in the Bay of Bengal
has intensified into a deep de-
pression and is slowly moving
towards the east coast, officials
said, adding that eight south
Odisha districts have been put
in Red Zone.

The state will experience
very heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall October 28 and 29,
they said.

Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement Minister Suresh Pu-
jari said the deep depression
has been moving northwest-
ward at a speed of 6km per hour
over the last six hours. Due to
its impact, eight southern Odi-
sha districts — Malkangiri,
Koraput, Rayagada, Ganjam,
Gajapati, Kandhamal, Kalah-
andi, and Nabarangpur — are
likely to be the most affected
and have been categorized as
Red Zone areas. Kakinada and
Machilipatnam, where the
cyclone is expected to make
landfall, are only about 200
km away from Malkangiri.
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East Timor 11th
ASEAN member

Kuala Lumpur: East Timor’s Prime
Minister Xanana Gusmao told
leaders of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
that it was a “dream realised” for
his nation to be admitted to the
bloc and an opportunity as it seeks
to boost its struggling economy.

- “Today, history is made,” the Prime
Minister told the other leaders as
the flag of East Timor, also known
as Timor Leste, was added to the
other 10 on the stage at a formal
ceremony in Kuala Lumpur.

It was the ASEAN’s first expansion
since the 1990s and was more than
a decade in the making.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Here’s a foolproof plan to tackle
pollution - a few crores for
influencers and some threat
calls to media owners
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RESCUE ACT: The wreckage of a cargo aircraft that skidded off a runway at the Hong Kong International Airport is prepared for removal Sunday

8K zero enrolment schools

West Bengal tops the chart with 3,812 such schools, says Education Ministry data

PNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct 26: Close to 8,000
schools having more than 20,000
teachers across the country had
zero enrolments during the 2024-
25 academic session, with West
Bengal accounting for most such
schools, followed by Telangana,
according to Union Education
Ministry data.

According to the Ministry of Ed-
ucation’s statistics, 20,817 teachers

were employed in the schools with ,

zero enrolments. In a peculiar case,
West Bengal accounted for 17,965
such teachers, along with the high-
est number of schools without en-
rolments (3,812).

A total of 7,993 schools had zero
enrolments, down by over 5,000
from the previous year’s count
of 12,954. Haryana, Maharashtra,
Goa, Assam, Himachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Nagaland, Sikkim,
and Tripura had no such schools.
“School education being a State

Subject, states have been advised ,__

to address the issue of zero enrol-
ments in schools. Some states have
merged some schools for optimum
utilisation of resources such as
infrastructure as well as staff,” a
senior official said.

There were no schools with
zero enrolment in the UTs of
Puducherry, Lakshadweep, Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Daman and Diu,

ccording to the Education Ministry

data, Odisha has three schools
with zero enrolments for 2024-25
academic session. The Unified District
Information System for Education
Plus (UDISE+) report for the session
released by the ministry revealed
that 76.4 lakh students enrolled in
61,565 schools in the state. As per
2023-24 academic session report,
Odisha had eight such schools.

and Chandigarh, according to the
data. Delhi also had no schools with
Zero enrolments.

The second highest number of
such schools was in Telangana
(2,245), followed by Madhya Pradesh
(463). While Telangana had 1,016
teachers employed in these schools,
Madhya Pradesh employed 223.

Similarly, Uttar Pradesh had 81

Odisha improves tally

such schools. The Uttar Pradesh
Madhyamik Shiksha Parishad
(UP Board) had announced that it
is preparing to revoke the recogni-
tion of its affiliated schools across
the state that have recorded zero
student enrolment for the past
three consecutive academic years.

The data also revealed that over
33 lakh students across the coun-
try are enrolled in more than 1
lakh single-teacher schools, with
Andhra Pradesh recording the
highest number of these schools,
followed by Uttar Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Karna-
taka, and Lakshadweep.

However, when it comes to student
enrolment in schools with a single
teacher, UP tops the list, followed
by Jharkhand, West Bengal, and
Madhya Pradesh. The number of sin-
gle-teacher schools decreased from
1,18,190 in 2022-23 t0 1,10,971 in 2023-24,
recording a drop of around six per cent.

New online game helps imagine life on Earth in 2100

hat will the world look like
s ;s ; in 2100? This question is
central to a new free on-
line game called FutureGuessr.
Launched in June 2025, this new
form of climate communication
combines gameplay with visual
climate imagery and encourages
players to explore future scenarios.
Players are shown an image
from the future and asked to
guess the location. Information
is revealed about how close they
are, what the climate change con-
sequences would be, what will
happen if no action is taken and
how things could be different.
Available to play in English
and French, the game takes in-
spiration from GeoGuessr, the
online geography game that
has enabled millions of people
to travel virtually from their
phone and guess where they are.
FutureGuessr uses pictures to
give users a visual representa-
tion of how familiar landscapes
will look in 2100 as a result of
climate change.
FutureGuessr is part of a broad-
er trend in the use of games in cli-
mate communication. Creative

Chamonix in 2100, as imagined by computer game FutureGuessr
ARTEFACT 3000/RESEAU ACTION CLIMAT

board games and video games
can reach diverse audiences and
communicate climate change in
serious, playful, thought-provok-
ing and surprising ways.

Games played for pleasure, like
Game Changers (an online sto-
ry-based game produced by Mega-
verse) can generate conversations
on climate actions by creating an
innovative visual game world and
integrating climate change into
the plot. Collective decision mak-
ing in the game allows players to
learn and discuss climate change
with others.

“Our research suggests that this
helps players critique corporate
power, learn about greenwashing
and enjoy an aesthetic experience.
In the world of board games, Day-
break challenges players to coop-
erate and stop climate change by
trying out different technical, so-
cial and economic projects,” said
a statement released by Lynda
Dunlop, University of York, and
Steven Forrest, University of Hull.

Serious games go beyond en-
tertainment to connect with
real-world problems. The most
successful ones are fun while en-

gaging with social, environmental
and economic issues that players
really care about.

Games can support players in
thinking about becoming disaster
ready and building disaster resil-
ience. A game called The Flood
Recovery Game is being used by
researchers to identify disaster re-
covery gaps. It can also help poli-
cymakers create more comprehen-
sive strategies to address flooding.

In terms of climate education,
interactive in-person game-based
workshops like the Climate Fre-
sk already connects millions of
people with science from the In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), the UN body that
assesses the science on climate
change. These three-hour work-
shops also enable people to con-
sider how they might act to create
positive climate solutions.

FutureGuessr is a game for
pleasure with a serious purpose:
to make climate change data
visible. Produced in partner-
ship with Résau Action Climat,
a network of non-governmental
organisations.

The conversation

Fake currency racket busted

POST NEWS NETWORK

Binika, Oct 26: Subarnapur
Police Sunday arrested three
miscreants from Binika area
for their alleged involvement
in a large-scale counterfeit
currency racket and seized
803 pieces of fake 500-rupee
notes, officials said.
According to Subarna-
pur Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP) Narayan Nayak,
officers received a tip-off
about suspects distribut-
ing fake currency notes in
Phulmuti and Pati Kara
Poda villages. Acting on
the information, police
apprehended Abhishek
Hota, 23, and Ashok Nay-
ak, 28, when they were
waiting for customers
with counterfeit notes.
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A third accused, Jay
Narayan Bastia, 27, from
Rengali under Lachhipur
police limits, was also ar-
rested later.

Authorities seized 803
fake currency notes of 3500
denomination (amounting
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Majhi to attend
IMW meet in
Mumbai today

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Sunday left for Mumbai to at-
tend the prestigious India Mar-
itime Week (IMW) 2025 event,
scheduled to be held from Octo-
ber 27 to 31.

The CM
will  par-
ticipate in
the inaugu-
ral session
Monday as
the Guest
of Honour and later attend the
Odisha Special Session in the
afternoon. The session will
focus on the state’s port-led
investment opportunities and
its export potential through a
robust network of sea ports.

A delegation from the Odisha
government has already arrived
in Mumbai to attend the summit,
according to a statement issued
by the Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO). The delegation will
highlight investment opportu-
nities in port-based industries,
logistics, fisheries, and maritime
technology, reaffirming Odisha’s
commitment to strengthening
India’s maritime trade and ex-
port ecosystem, it said. P3
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to 34.01 lakh) and three mo-
bile phones from the trio.

The arrested were taken
into custody and produced
in court, Nayak said.

He added that a detailed
investigation into the inci-
dent is in progress.
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I'D RATHER DIE: GUILLERMO
DEL TORO ON USING Al

Oscar-winning filmmaker Guillermo del
Toro is fiercely against the revolution-
ary tech of artificial intelligence (Al).
He asserted that he would “rather die”
than use artificial intelligence, “par-
ticularly generative Al”, in any of his
future films, reports Variety.
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CONFIRM RELATIONSHIP

Singer Katy Perry and former Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau have
officially confirmed their relationship,
weeks after speculations that they

are dating. As Katy turned 41, she and
Trudeau made their first public appear-
ance in Paris to celebrate her birthday.
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JANHVI

MUMBALI: Ibrahim
Ali Khan, son of Saif
Ali Khan and Am-
rita Singh, is stead-

ations tied to his il-

MUMBALI: Adah
Sharma, who made
her debut with 1920,
is now starring in
the Kannada-Hindi

circle. After playing a

home,” she says.
“When I'm here, my
relatives ensure I eat
home-cooked food —
rice and sambar are my

Adah’s

jaggery since I've cut

accuracy e reliability o frust ily carving his path bilingual film Deuvi. b favourites. I love every-
FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181+ [ in Bollywood while Reflecting on her u Cer e thing that has coconut.
candidly addressing journey, she says, My aunt even makes

Hl ARIES o n tac kI I ng male ego the weight of expect- “Life has come full payasam with brown

wear your power suit, says
Ganesha. If you notice peo-
ple bending and bowing a bit,

31

understand

that your hard work has paid off! If not,

then you need to get more org

anised.

MUMBALI: Janhvi Kapoor re-
cently opened up about how
she deals with male egos in the

don’t upset anyone. “You have
to pick your battles,” she added,
emphasising the need for tact

lustrious lineage. In
a recent interview,
the young actor ad-
mitted to battling

devil in my first film,
I'm now portraying
a Devi in BM Giriraj
sir’s film.” With roots

moment

down on sugar.”
Despite her success,

Adah calls herself an

“outsider” who values

Either way, there's work to be done. film industry, revealing that and emotional intelligence in self-doubt, saying, “I in Tamil Nadu and Kerala, Adah every opportunity but draws a clear

cesesssssssssssssssssssssss | She sometimes pretends to be  an industry driven by person- usually always have proudly identifies as a “pan-Indi- line when it comes to comfort: “I
“dumb” just to avoid offending  alities. self-doubt. When- an actor,” having worked once declined an international

. TAURUS Le===4 others. Appearing with Karan Twinkle Khanna agreed with ever I feel unsure, across Hindi, Telugu, project due to a nudity re-

The competitive streak in 3 Johar on the talk show Two  her perspective, recalling her all this is a reminder Kannada, and Tamil quirement.”

you might relent today as Much With Twinkle and Kajol  own early experiences with dip- of who’s at home cinema. She be- 2 After The Kerala Story

%gO%Lﬁgkrg?;Xi gfsﬁay:giahggck The rat the actress candidly discussed  lomacy and gender dynamics in — you're Saif Ali lieves filmmaking won a National Award,

race is tiring and you will feel the urge to
get away, far from the maddening crowd

and the never-ending routine.

Matters

pertaining to your home may also occupy

the challenges she faces in her
professional space.

“I understand that I come
from a place of privilege,” Jan-

Bollywood.

On the work front, Janhvi
was last seen in Sunny Sanskari
Ki Tulsi Kumari, alongside Var-

Khan’s kid, Bebo’s
in your family. You
should be able to do
it.” His words reflect

transcends geog-

raphy, saying, j§
“The difference
lies in the dir-

Adah called the recog-
nition “validating and
encouraging.” Ad-
dressing criticism,

some of your time today, says Ganesha. hvi said, “but for me, it’'sbeen = un Dhawan, Sanya Malhotra, both the privilege ector, not the she added, “In every
seessesssssssssssssssssssse | aboUutnavigatingegos —es- and Rohit Saraf, which and pressure of be- language.” story, the villain
pecially male egos.” She grossed Rs 96.64 crore longing to one of u Chennai is never happy
Il GEMINI £ explained that while worldwide. She will Bollywood’s most I bra h I m ta I ks holds a when the hero
An extremely productive she now finds herself next appear oppos- respected fam- special wins. I just take
and fulfilling day awaits in rooms where ite Ram Charan ilies. " place my  work,
you. Alongwith your daily she can speak in Peddi, her Determined to about battllng in her not myself,
L%Tltslﬂgylg?susuwélsl i{'gﬂ ‘;\%ﬂ%‘éﬁﬁ: I?gg(’fg freely, there second Telugu build his iQentity heart. seriously.”
have someone to call your own. Youmay | D&Ve  been film  after beyond his sur- “It feels \ AGENCIES
find yourselfin two minds over things like | times ~when Devara: name, Ibrahim seII-dOUbt like \
mariage and partnership. It is a good she’s had to Part 1. emphasised his }
day to sell something, says Ganesha. downplay her AGENCIES focus on hard work e
tececssccccccccssssssssssss | intelligence and authenticity. | Al
or capab- While comparisons
Il CANCER ility to with his father are inevit- able, he
An awareness of optimism ensure seems intent on earning recogni- tion through
and idealism will mark your her his performances rather than familial ties.
activities this day. You may benefit by opin- Industry insiders are keeping a close eye on
traversing from one terrain to another. ions Ibrahim’s promising journey, confident that he could

You will be liberal and generous with

ideas; your internal beauty wil

[ blossom.

M LEO

You are fond of travelling.
You will make plans for a
trip or a journey and will

include your family and friends in your
- schemes. For those in artistic fields, you

will receive critical acclaim. A
sive day awaits, says Ganesha.

progres-

H VIRGO

It is not the time to rest on
your past laurels, and you
will have to carry on with
your work unabated. You will

EA

have to

keep your focus steady and remain or-

ganised to get the same level

of success

that you had in the recent past. Ganesha

advises you not to neglect yo

ur relation-

ships, as they are the cornerstones of

your success and tranquillity.

H LIBRA When it comes to making a statement, Pa-  holidays — embodying ef-
! /N /I\ lak swears by color-blocking, calling it “fun  fortless glamour with a
If there's a knock on your and fearless” — a mix of creativity and con-  personal touch.  acencies

door today, there's a very
strong possibility it might be a
proposal. Don’t get startled, an

marriage
d grab op-

portunities that come knocking (literally!).
The stars send you a partner who shall be

your match in every way. Have
happy married life, says Ganes|

alongand
ha.

[l SCORPIO

You are in a dilemma and feel
like standing at a crossroads
of life. Some important
decisions of life need time and

that's

what you want right now. However,
keep personal life and work separate to

avoid confusion and disturban
Ganesha's advice, it's all right

ce. As per
if decision

making takes some time, but avoid taking

hasty decisions. B 4 g
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riends and relatives dine together. This ' ) | '
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says an intimate téte-a-téte with your e .. I

better half would fare you well. s wief: 5 7 2

Il CAPRICORN

The day will sail smooth, but
your mind will wreak havoc by
forcing you to act on the spur

of the moment, says Ganesha. However,

this will not ruin your reputation with 1 CANT BELIEVE oo SCHOOL WILL START, | WELL, LETS GO MAVE THE MAH, I'VE RESERVED TWE
hosses and peers. You may also see some SUMMER 15 NO MORE FREEDOM, NO MOST OF THE
of your dreams come true, but don't fly ALMOST ONER. MORE LONG DAYS QUTSICE, | TIME WE HNVE

too high; you may climb up the ladder of NO MORE FUN. LEFT
success but with every step you leave \
behind there is always one more to go. A/PL
Concentrate on your work a little more e Naeh
and the goal will certainly seem closer. My = i _3
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| PEANUTS

carry forward the Khan family legacy with a fresh
perspective. The actor made his debut with Nadaan-
iyan opposite Khushi Kapoor on Netflix, followed by
Sarzameen, where he played Kajol and Prithviraj Suku-
maran’s son. Up next, he will star in Diler, directed
by Kunal Deshmukh and produced by Dinesh Vijan,
marking his highly anticipated big-screen debut.

AGENCIES

Fashion tips

MUMBALI: Palak Tiwari continues to make
waves as a Gen Z fashion icon, and her recent
rapid-fire chat with Vogue only reaffirmed her
effortless sense of style. Known for her chic
yet minimal aesthetic, Palak described her
personal style in three words — “Minimal-
ist, Street, and Chic.” She explained that her
fashion philosophy revolves around keeping

by Palak

it’s your personal style.” She
also believes that confidence is
key — “If you’re even 0.5% un-
sure of your outfit, change it.”
In the fun rapid-fire seg-
ment, Palak chose nude glow
over winged eyes, loved both
gold and silver jewellery, and

things clean, practical, and cool.

fidence. She also revealed the oldest piece in
her wardrobe: a Stella McCartney top her
mother, Shweta Tiwari, bought on her first
London trip. “It’s evergreen and still super
cute,” she said, highlighting her family’s time-
less fashion sense.

For those discovering their own style,
Palak’s advice is simple: “If you can put it
together in five minutes at 5 a.m. or 5 p.m.,

FUN
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preferred solo trips to group

CROSSWORD

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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FESTIVAL FERRY

The district

administration has
arranged boats to ferry
guests to the venue
during the Bali Yatra

in Cuttack

CM to attend IMW 2025 Koraput coffee truly delectable: PM
meet in Mumbai today

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
is scheduled to attend the India
Maritime Week (IMW) 2025. He
arrived at Mumbai Sunday to
take part in the prestigious event.

The IMW will be inaugurat-
ed Monday and will continue
till October 31.

IMW is a leading national
and international event that
brings together government
leaders, industry experts, and
investors to discuss progress
and opportunities in mar-
itime infrastructure, port
development, and the blue
economy. The summit aims
to promote collaboration and
innovation in India's growing
maritime sector.

As per a CMO statement,
Majhi will join the inaugu-
ral session as the guest of
honour and later attend the
Odisha special session in the
afternoon, which will focus
on the state’s port-led in-
vestment opportunities and
export potential through its
sea ports. A delegation from
the Odisha government has
already reached Mumbai to
take part in the summit.

Odisha’s participation re-
flects its vision to become
a major hub for port-led in-
dustrial growth and coastal
economic development, the

_statement said.

The state delegation is set
to highlight investment op-
portunities in port-based in-
dustries, logistics, fisheries,
and maritime technology,

All urban areas

put on high alert

 AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: With
Cyclone Montha approaching
the Odisha coast, the Hous-
ing and Urban Development
(H&UD) department has placed
all urban areas of the state on
high alert and intensified pre-
paredness measures to ensure
public safety and uninterrupted
essential services.

The leave of all officers en-
gaged in emergency duties has
been cancelled.

Housing & Urban Develop-
ment Minister Krushna Chan-
dra Mohapatra has directed all
field officers to remain stationed
at their respective headquarters
and stay vigilant round the
clock. Acting on the Minister’s
directive, the Department has
issued comprehensive instruc-
tions to all urban local bodies
(ULBs) to strengthen cyclone
preparedness, response, and
relief operations.

All ULBs have been asked to
identify and closely monitor
waterlogging-prone areas, de-
ploy adequate manpower and
equipment, and ensure timely
drainage of storm water.

“Cyclone shelters have been
kept ready, with arrangements
for cooked food, safe drinking
water, and essential emergency
supplies,” Mohapatra said.

Field officials have also been
instructed to maintain uninter-
rupted water supply, ensure the
functionality of DG sets and
pumps, and Kkeep sanitation
teams on standby for immedi-
ate deployment, he added.

“The safety and well-being of cit-
izens is our foremost priority. All
‘ULBs have been directed to remain
fully alert and take immediate pre-
ventive and relief measures. The
Department is closely monitoring
the situation and coordinating
with the State Emergency Oper-
ations Centre for timely interven-
tion,” Mohapatra said.

CM Mohan Charan Majhl arrlves in Mumbai to attend India Maritime Week
scheduled to take place Monday

44 The state delegation

to highlight investment
prospects in port-based
industries, logistics, fisheries,
and maritime technology

44 Odisha to showcase

its world-class port
infrastructure,

new developments, and
maritime potential during
the special session

44 The state will invite
investors, industry leaders,
and maritime professionals
to explore Odisha’s
opportunities and join its
journey toward becoming

a strategic hub for trade,
innovation, and sustainable
maritime growth

reaffirming Odisha’s com-
mitment to strengthening
India’s maritime trade and
export ecosystem, it said.
During the Odisha spe-

cial session, the state will
showcase its world-class
port infrastructure, new de-
velopments, and vast mari-
time potential, inviting both
domestic and international
investors to explore new
partnerships, the CMO said.

This visit also marks an
important moment as the
Odisha government com-
pletes 500 days under the
leadership of CM Majhi,
continuing its strong focus
on inclusive development,
industrial growth, and em-
ployment generation.

In the event, the state
will welcome investors, in-
dustry stakeholders, and
maritime professionals to
explore the Odisha’s oppor-
tunities and join its journey
toward becoming a strate-
gic gateway for trade, in-
novation, and sustainable
maritime growth.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Sun-
day praised Koraput coffee,
saying that the hot beverage
is truly delectable and indeed
a pride of Odisha.

He said this while address-
ing the 127th episode of his
radio programme ‘Mann Ki
Baat’.

Modi said, “You all know
about my association with
tea; but today I thought, why
not discuss coffee in Mann Ki
Baat. Some time ago, many
people from Odisha had shared
their feelings with me regard-
ing Koraput coffee urging me
to discuss it in Mann Ki Baat.”

“I have been told that Kora-
put coffee tastes amazing, and

not only that; besides the taste,
coffee cultivation is also bene-
fiting people,” the Prime Min-
ister said.

He further said that
there are people in Koraput
who are cultivating coffee
through their sheer passion.
They were doing handsome
jobs in the corporate world,
but they liked coffee so much
that they entered this field
and are now quite successful

after working in it.

There are also many women
whose lives have been pleas-
antly transformed by coffee.
They have gained both respect
and prosperity through coffee,
he pointed out.

“It has been rightly said:
Koraput coffee is truly delec-
table! This indeed is a pride of
Odisha,” the PM said.

Stating that Indian coffee
is becoming very popular all
over the world, he mentioned
the places in Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, and Kerala, where coffee
is being cultivated.

“The diversity of Indian cof-
fee is truly remarkable,” Modi
observed.

Besides, North-East is also
progressing in coffee cultiva-
tion, which is further strength-

Sainik School robbery Main accused held

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: Mai-
tree Vihar police Sunday ar-
rested the prime accused in a
late-night robbery near Sainik
School October 17. Two others
had been arrested October 18.
The accused have been identi-
fied as Ajit Das, Deepak Kumar
Nayak alias Dipu, and Subashis
Jena.

Victim Kruti Bibhab Patra
(21) stated in a written com-
plaint that around 1:30 am Oc-
tober 17, he and a friend were
returning home from a movie
when three men on a motorcy-
cle allegedly intercepted them
near the U-turn between Apollo
Hospital and Sainik School.

The attackers reportedly
assaulted the duo, stealing
Patra’s mobile phone and Rs
1,000, along with his friend’s

wristwatch, wallet containing
PAN and Aadhaar cards, ATM
card, and Rs 300 in cash.
Following the incident, the
accused fled the spot. The vic-
tim later informed a PCR van,
after which police began an in-

Odisha begins evacuation ahead of cyclone

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: The
Odisha government Sunday
began evacuating people from
vulnerable areas and deployed
128 disaster response teams
across eight districts, as the
IMD predicted the formation
of a cyclonic storm by Monday
morning with the deep depres-
sion intensifying over the Bay
of Bengal.

The IMD, in its latest bulle-
tin issued at 9pm, said that the
deep depression over southeast
Bay of Bengal formed earlier in
the day moved west-northwest-
wards and lay about 790 km
south-southeast of Visakhapa-
tnam (Andhra Pradesh) and
900 km south-southeast of Go-
palpur.

“The system is likely to
move nearly west-northwest-
wards and intensify further
into a cyclonic storm over
southwest and adjoining west-
central Bay of Bengal during
the next 12 hours,” the IMD
said, adding that thereafter it
is likely to move northwest-
wards, then north-northwest-
wards and intensify into a
severe cyclonic storm by the

Revenue and Disaster Management Minister Suresh Pu1ar| holds a

preparatory meeting in Bhubaneswar, Sunday

morning of October 28.

“It is very likely to cross the
Andhra Pradesh coast between
Machilipatnam and Kalingapa-
tnam near Kakinada during the
evening or night of October 28
as a severe cyclonic storm,” the
IMD said.

The maximum sustained
wind speed would be in the
range of 90-100 kmph gusting
to 110 kmph during the landfall
time, Manorama Mohanty, the
director of the Meteorological
Centre, Bhubaneswar, said.

Though the cyclone would
make landfall near Kakinada in
Andhra Pradesh, about 200 km
from Malkangiri, the eastern

OP PHOTO

state’s 15 districts would be im-
pacted in the impending calam-
ity of which eight are likely to
experience very heavy rainfall
and strong winds, Revenue and
Disaster Management Minister
Suresh Pujari said.

The minister said that ‘red
warning’ (take action), pre-
dicting extremely heavy rain-
fall and strong winds (gusting
up to 80kmph), were issued for
Malkangiri, Koraput, Naba-
rangpur, Rayagada, Gajapati,
Ganjam, Kandhamal and Ka-
lahandi districts.

As a precautionary measure,
the state government has de-
ployed over 5,000 highly skilled

personnel in 24 teams of Odis-
ha Disaster Rapid Action Force
(ODRAF), five from NDRF and
99 Fire Service teams in these
eight districts, the Minister
said, adding all the districts
of the state have been directed
to get ready with men and ma-
chinery for rescue operations,
if at all the impending cyclone
changes its trajectory.

“As landslides have emerged
as a new challenge in Odisha,
additional measures have been
taken in the vulnerable areas.
People are being shifted from
hilly areas,” Minister Pujari
said.

All Anganwadi centres and
schools will remain closed till
October 30.

The decision follows IMD
forecasts predicting heavy to
very heavy rainfall and strong
gusty winds across several dis-
tricts from October 27 to 30.

District administrations in
these areas have been advised
to decide on the closure of cen-
tres October 27 and 30 based
on local weather conditions.
Authorities have urged citizens
to stay alert and follow safety
advisories as the state prepares
for the cyclone.

) "

TIDE ALERT: Amid impending cyclonic storm and potential high tides, Puri beach lifeguards warn tourists, Sunday to avoid entering the sea

OP PHOTO

vestigation based on his writ-
ten complaint.

During the probe, it was
revealed that Ajit Das had
used the stolen mobile phone
to transfer Rs 2,000 through
UPI application from the com-
plainant’s account.

Police arrested Deepak and
Subashis October 18 and for-
warded them to the court. How-
ever, the main accused, Ajit Das
was apprehended from the Mai-
tree Vihar area Sunday. During
interrogation, Ajit confessed to
the crime and the stolen phones
along with other incriminating
items were recovered from his
possession.

Preliminary investigation
also revealed that Ajit Das has
previous criminal records, in-
cluding cases of theft registered
at Nayapalli and Maitree Vihar
police stations.

ening the identity of Indian
coffee worldwide, that’s why
coffee lovers say: India’s cof-
fee is coffee at its finest. It is
brewed in India and loved by
the World, he added.

Following Modi’s mention of
Koraput coffee, Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi took to
‘X’ and wrote, “This morning,
pride brewed with joy when
the Hon’ble PM Shri Narendra
Modi mentioned in his Mann
Ki Baat programme about
the taste and impact Koraput
Coffee has had on Odisha and
Bharat.”

This Sunday, brew a cup of
Odisha’s homegrown -coffee
and spend some quality time
with family. India’s coffee is
truly brewed in India, and
loved by the world, he said.

AISF demands jobs
for young aspirants

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: The
All India Students’ Federation
(AISF), Odisha, Sunday urged
the state government to offer
permanent jobs to qualified
young aspirants instead of
reappointing retired college
faculty.

In an official statement, AISF
state president Sanghamitra Je-
na criticised the Higher Edu-
cation department’s decision
to engage retired teachers as
guest faculty in 488 and 662 cat-
egory colleges, calling it disap-
pointing and unjust. She said
that at a time when educated
youth face unemployment and
mental distress, the move re-
flects the government’s apathy
towards them.

BMC rolls out teams
for waste collection,
complaint handling

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: The
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has in-
troduced a new mechanism
to enhance door-to-door waste
collection and road sweeping
services across the City. The
initiative aims to ensure fast-
er grievance redressal
and improve the
efficiency of
waste man-

BMC
HAS SET UP A
SYSTEM FOR FASTER

tary Inspector (SI) receives
an instant alert for prompt
action. After the issue is re-
solved, the status is updated
on the dashboard, and the
monitoring team records the
complaint’s closure, a BMC
release stated.

Two response teams, each
with three professionals, op-
erate from 5am to 10pm
to handle grievanc-
es. A successful
15-day pilot

agement op- WASTE COLLECTION AND phase re-
erations. GRIEVANCE REDRESSAL, WITH NRESAZ RIS
As per  Alolo)]VHENNREA PRl o {=0)  tive public
reports, IN REAL-TIME USING feedback,
BMC GPS- ENABLED ‘SAFAI GADIS’ prompt-
has part- [EEET ! ing BMC
nered TWO RESPONSE to expand
with TEAMS OPERATE FROM 5AM TO  JRE:LRublaty
NGOs 10PM, AND 455 GPS-ENABLED tive, the
g?odye dde-a VEHICLES CURRENTLY S(;li‘(’ilc %01‘111?
Doy o COLLECT SEGREGATED rontly, 455

team to ad-
dress citizen
complaints relat-
ed to waste collection
and sweeping within city
limits. Residents can now call
1929 to register complaints,
which are directed to the
control room, where a moni-
toring team tracks the move-
ment of ‘Safai Gadis’ through
GPS-enabled dashboards.
Once a complaint is
lodged, the concerned Sani-

HOUSEHOLD WASTE
ACROSS THE CITY

GPS-enabled
vehicles collect
segregated house-

hold waste across Bhu-
baneswar.

BMC Commissioner Chan-
chal Rana urged citizens to
make active use of this facil-
ity for better waste manage-
ment. “With citizens’ coop-
eration, this initiative will
make waste collection and
road sweeping more efficient
and user-friendly,” he said.




Orissa

MONDAY | OCTOBER 27, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

downtown

BID alleges MCC violation

NUAPADA BYPOLL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: The
Biju Janata Dal (BJD), Sunday
filed a complaint with Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO), alleg-
ing violation of Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) by Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and its
candidate Jay Dholakia, in the
upcoming Nuapada Assembly
bye-election.

A delegation of senior BJD
leaders, including Lenin Mo-
hanty, Sumitra Jena, Mihir
Ray and others, submitted
a detailed memorandum to
Deputy CEO (DCEO) Laxmi
Prasad Sahu, outlining the na-
ture of the violation. Besides,
they alleged that BJP violat-
ed Model Code of Conduct by
holding a political meeting
October 25, under the guise of
‘Subhadra Shakti Samabesh’
—a government beneficiaries’
programme.

The event, attended by Dep-
uty Chief Minister Pravati
Parida and other BJP lead-
ers, allegedly promoted party
using government resources.

BJD urged CEO to take
immediate cognizance of the
violation, institute an im-
partial inquiry into the use

BJD alleges that BJP
violated the Model
Code of Conduct by
holding a political
meeting October 25
in guise of Subhadra
Shakti Samabesh

of government beneficiaries,
officials or resources in or-
ganising the event and initi-
ate strict action against those
responsible. The party also
requested that directions be

Experts call for stronger
legal protection for docs

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: Medi-
cal experts expressed concern
over growing violence, false
cases and public mistrust on
practicing doctors that push
them towards defensive prac-

_tices, increasing healthcare
costs and affecting patient
care, during the 8th national
conference of Indian Acade-
my of Paediatrics - Medicole-
gal Conference (IAP MLCON
2025), which concluded here
Sunday.

The two-day conference saw
participation of around 200 doc-
tors from different parts of the
country. Dignitaries including
Justice DP Choudhury, retd
Justice Durga Charan Mishra,
State Forensic Science Labo-

_ratory Director Santosh Bala,
Aditya Mohapatra and others
attended the conference.

Jointly organised by IAP
Bhubaneswar, IAP Odisha
and IMA Bhubaneswar, the
conference brought together
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RAISING PUBLIC AWARENESS

judges, legal experts, doctors,
journalists, police officers and
child rights activists to discuss
medicolegal challenges faced by
the medical professions.

At the event, IAP Medicole-
gal Chapter (IAPMC) national
president Doctor JK Gupta
moderated a session titled ‘De-
fensive Medical Practice amid
Violence and Litigation — A
Costly Price for Society’.

A special session with
UNICEF emphasised on the le-
gal duties of doctors’ to report
cases of child abuse within 24
hours. Experts also discussed
simplifying regulatory proce-
dures and protecting clinical
establishments from excessive
legal complications.

Gupta urged authorities to
ensure adherence to Supreme
Court guidelines before impli-
cating doctors in criminal cas-
es. TJAPMC national secretary
Dr Satish Sharma demanded a
central Medical Protection Act
to make assaults on doctors’
non-bailable offense.

issued to all political parties
and administrative authori-
ties to prevent the recurrence
of such misuse during the on-
going bye-election.

Speaking to the media after
submitting the memorandum,
Jena said, “The party has no
right to conduct government
programme in election bound
region. Besides, the atten-
dance of the Deputy CM in
the programme should also
be questioned. We demand a
stringent probe into the mat-
ter. It is not ethical to conduct
such programmes during elec-
tion to gain voters”.

Devdas Chhotray receives Sarala Puraskar

Ila-Bansidhar Panda Kala
Samman for Ramhari Das
and Baladev Maharatha

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: The
46th Sarala Puraskar, instituted
by Indian Metals Public Char-
itable Trust (IMPaCT), offered
annually for the best literary
achievement, was coffered upon
notable poet and writer Devdas
Chhotray here Saturday.

Hindi poet Savita Singh pre-
sented the award to Chhotray,
which comprises of a copper
plaque, citation and award
amount of %7 lakh for his
short-story collection ‘Matinee
Show’.

On the occasion, Odissi mu-
sician and vocalist Guru Ram-
hari Das and painter Baladev
Maharatha were conferred with
‘Tla-Bansidhar Panda Kala Sam-
man’. Both the artists received
a citation, plaque and %2.5 lakh
each. Sharing his thoughts, Ch-
hotray said, “I do not write for
any uninformed audience, in
whom I have no faith. I write
only for myself and for a few of
my friends. And I write again to
ease the pain of passing time. I
am eternally grateful to organ-
isers of the Sarala Puraskar

CAPTIVATING MOVE: Artistes perform Odissi at 7th Lasya Labanya
Dance Festival organised by Biswanath Sangeetalaya, Cuttack at
GKCM 0Odissi Research Centre in Bhubaneswar, Sunday
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for my ‘Matinee Show’ being
considered a collection of short
stories.” Presiding over the
function, Trustee Paramita
Panda said “Devdas Chhotray
has always won the respect of
readers and listeners for his
unique presentation style. In
the award-winning collection of
short stories, he has taken many
common principles of life to ex-
traordinary heights, which are

not only enjoyable to read, but
also educational and imitative.”

“For the overall development
and prosperity of Odia language
and literature, Bansidhar Pan-
da and Ila Panda introduced the
‘Sarala Puraskar’ four decades
ago. I feel that this award has
represented the ‘Odia Asmita’
in taking the art and litera-
ture of Odisha to a respectable
height,” she added.

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK|

Speaking on the occasion,
Savita Singh said, “Literature
is made by human beings for
their own happiness and felic-
ity. And this happiness seeks
beauty and social justice for all
in the universe. Love is in the
centre of all this social work
which poetry performs freely. I
am so very happy that one of my
favourite poet Devdas Chhotray
has received this award.”

Hunger strike against illegal
dump yard near Sainik School

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26:
Members of ‘Sainik School
Banchao Alia Gada Hatao
Abhiyan’, Sunday resolved to
stage indefinite hunger strike
in front of Odisha State Pol-
lution Control Board (OSPCB)
from October 29.

The decision was taken
during an emergency meeting
by the outfit, reaffirming its
long-standing demand to shut
down the illegal dumping yard
near Sainik School.

The members of the outfit al-
leged that for over the past 20
years, Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has been
illegally dumping solid waste
near the Sainik School area,
subjecting nearby residents to
unbearable stench, severe air
pollution and multiple health
hazards including respiratory
ailments, skin infections and
potential cancer risks.

The group accused the OS-
PCB of failing to take any
action despite repeated com-
plaints and clear evidence of
violations.

According to the outfit,
a joint inspection by BMC
and OSPCB September 9
had revealed that the waste
processing unit lacked valid
documents.

16 ‘CYBER RATHS’ ROLL OUT IN STATE

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 26: In a
major step to promote public
awareness on cyber security,
Odisha Police has deployed 16
Cyber Raths (awareness vans)
across urban and rural areas of
the state.

These specially designed
vans, equipped with LED pan-
els, display informative videos
on cyber safety—drawing keen
interest, especially from stu-
dents, and significantly increas-
ing awareness and enthusiasm
among the public.

According to Odisha Police
sources, more than 2.5 lakh
citizens have so far participat-
ed in various awareness activ-
ities, including rallies, semi-
nars, workshops, and public
meetings held across districts,
contributing to the creation of
a safer cyber environment in
the state.

The Cyber Rath campaign

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.

Cyber Security Rath at Tundla HS, under Kesinga PS, Kalahandi
district, sharing awareness about cyber security

was launched October 18, 2025,
by Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi at Kalinga Stadi-
um, Bhubaneswar, where 16
awareness vans were flagged
off to mark the beginning of
the initiative.

All 34 Police Districts of Odi-
sha are actively participating
in the campaign, organising di-
verse awareness programmes
in both urban and rural areas.

Over 50 inaugural events have
already been conducted, along
with workshops in schools, col-
leges, and public spaces.

Pamphlets containing key in-
formation on cyber safety are
being distributed at prominent
locations, while LED screens
on the vans continuously play
educational videos on cyber
security.

In Puri district, a walkathon

was organised to promote cyber
awareness, drawing participa-
tion from thousands of citizens.
Similarly, in Mayurbhanj,
a large-scale cyber security
event featured street plays by
local artistes that effectively
conveyed cyber safety messag-
es and drew enthusiastic public
participation.

In Balasore district, more
than 20,000 participants took

Malkangiri Police inaugurating the Cyber Safety Campaign

part in cyber awareness pro-
grammes — the highest among
all districts — while Kalahandi
and Sambalpur reported partic-
ipation of over 15,000 and 12,000
citizens respectively.

These initiatives have re-
ceived an overwhelming pub-
lic response and appreciation
for the proactive steps taken
by Odisha Police in ensuring
cyber safety across the state.

Later, OSPCB allegedly
issued Consent to Operate
(CTO) to BMC August 12,
2025, permitting operation
of the windrow composting,
micro-composting, recycling
and effluent treatment plants
in the area, all in violation of
environmental norms.

“The regional officer of OSP-
CB issued CTO without proper
field verification, ignoring the
serious environmental and
health risks,” the outfit stated.
“This area is densely populated
and surrounded by educational
and research institutions, in-
cluding Sainik School, Central
School, Utkal University and
the Regional Research Labora-
tory. Granting permission for

a waste processing unit here is
a blatant violation of pollution
control laws,” it added.

The meeting was attended by
the outfit convenor Dillip Dash
Sharma, secretary Sandipta
Das, chief advisor Bhiksha-
kari Tripathy, joint convenors
Shankarshan Barik, Sanjay
Malik, and Lalat Keshari Jena,
associate secretaries Chinta-
mani Barik, Sandeep Patnaik,
Basudev Bhatt, Ashok Pai-
karay, and Prasanna Bishoyi.

The members asserted that
the indefinite hunger strike
will continue until the illegal
dumping yard is permanently
shut down and those responsi-
ble for issuing unlawful per-
missions are held accountable.

.
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Chorus grows

State

Ganjam’s abandoned salt pans

POST NEWS NETWORK

Ganjam, Oct 26: Calls for re-
vival of the unutilised salt pans
have gained momentum as salt
farmers from Humma area in
this district held a meeting Sun-
day at the famous Baba Batesh-
war Peeth near Kantia village
in Ganjam block. The meeting,
chaired by former sarpanch
Dilip Chhotray, demanded re-
vival of abandoned salt farming
lands and their return to farm-
ers for production.

Farmers and representatives
from several villages, including
Niladripur, Kantia Garh, Khat-
uakuda, Mayurapada, Gokhar-
akuda, Laxmipur, and Humma,

POST NEWS NETWORK

attended the meeting.

Participants unanimously
opposed allowing any private
company to operate on the salt
flats. They decided to convene
another meeting soon to final-
ise an action plan.

Notably, the Central govern-
ment owns hundreds of acres
of land in Ganjam and Humma
that were once hotbeds of salt
cultivation, especially during
the summer months. However,
with salt production no longer
receiving attention, the salt
pans have now turned into
grazing fields for cattle.

The Central Salt and Marine
Chemicals Research Institute
in Gujarat had earlier iden-

Tigg census in Angul forests Nov 1

3 the use of mobile applications to record
tiger movement, habitat types, and the
presence of herbivores.

Officials said the training also covers
how to install trap cameras at appropri-
ate locations and heights for optimal im-
age capture, as well as how to safely col-
lect and preserve samples of pugmarks
and other field evidence.

DFO Nitish Kumar said all data collect-
ed during the census will be compiled to
estimate tiger populations and identify
species distribution across forest areas.
“Since the Angul division does not host

Angul, Oct 26: The Angul Forest Di-
vision has begun extensive prepara-
tions for the upcoming tiger census,
scheduled to take place from Novem-
“ber 1 to 7, officials said. This year’s
enumeration will be conducted using
advanced digital methods, with train-
ing programmes underway for forest

staff across the division.

According to sources, the census will be
carried out across six forest ranges under
the division, beginning with the Jarapa-
da range. Forest guards, section officers,
and squad members are being trained on
various aspects of the process, including

rare species,” he said.

Jarapada range.”

Royal Bengal Tigers, the focus will be on
enumerating leopards, hyenas, and other

Forester Basanta Gadnayak added
that the training also includes lessons on
conducting surveys along transit lines.
OUAT student Omprakash Mohapatra,
who is participating in the programme
as part of his final-year coursework,
said, “We are learning both theoretical
and practical aspects of wildlife enumer-
ation as part of our field training at the

Forest officials said the use of technology

tified this site as a model salt
production hub for Odisha. In
addition, the Salt department
under the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry and the In-
dustry department of the state
government had jointly devel-
oped a salt warehouse between
Humma and Suryanarayanpur.
A rest shed for labourers was
also built at the same location.

The Centre owns 1,472 acres
of land in this region. Of this,
729 acres fall under the Humma
and Binchanapalli Salt Coop-
erative Societies. These lands
were leased to the societies for
salt farming, with lease renew-
als scheduled every 20 years.
The last renewal was carried

POST NEWS NETWORK

out in 2011. However, with pro-
duction steadily declining, the
salt pans now lie in ruins.

Salt farming has remained
suspended for over a decade,
affecting the livelihoods of peo-
ple from Humma, Lakshmipur,
Jhadkuda, Suryanarayanpur,
Mayurapada, Niladripur, Kan-
tiyvagarh, Puintola, and Bin-
chanapalli villages in Ganjam
block. Once, villagers practised
both agriculture and salt farm-
ing, but lack of government or
administrative support has
forced many to abandon the
trade and migrate abroad in
search of work.

At present, only a handful
of local farmers continue salt
cultivation, while most have
turned away due to lack of in-
centives. Earlier, Jayashree
Chemicals Ltd. purchased salt
from Humma and Binchana-
palli Salt Production and Mar-
keting Cooperative Societies
to produce caustic soda. That
practice, too, has ceased.

While the prices of almost
all essential commodities
have risen, salt prices have
not increased in proportion,
making the trade unviable,
farmers pointed out. Local
residents have urged the
government to take immedi-
ate measures to revive this
once-thriving industry.

Berhampur, Oct 26: A newborn
baby boy, found abandoned in a
plastic bag near Ramachandrapur
petrol pump under Gopalpur police
limits, was rescued and admitted to
MEKCG Medical College and Hospital
in Berhampur.

According to reports, the baby, es-
timated to be seven to eight days old
and weighing 2.1 kg, was spotted Sat-
urday afternoon when a middle-aged
woman allegedly dropped a bag and
left the place. Two brothers working
as carpenters nearby spotted the ba-

by in a plastic bag. A man passing by
the road offered to take care of the
child and took him away.

However, Childline (1098) was
alerted about the incident following
which district administration offi-
cials and Childline workers located
the infant at Dura village. The man
initially refused to hand over the ba-
by, but officials, with the assistance
of police, rescued the child and shift-
ed him to MKCG Medical College and
Hospital where he is being treated at
Special Newborn Care Unit (SNCU)
at the hospital.

District Child Protection Officer

loud for revival of ABDO arrested 21 days

after axing wife to death

POST NEWS NETWORK

Hatadihi, Oct 26: Twenty one
days after allegedly killing his
wife, an assistant block devel-
opment officer (ABDO) identi-
fied as Debi Prasad Jena of
Bant block in Bhadrak
district was arrested
late Saturday night
by Nandipada po-
lice.

Police said Je-
na, who had been
absconding since
the October 2 inci-
dent, arrived by train
from Puri and got down
at Jajpur Road. From there,
he bought a bicycle and was
heading toward his home by
the Akhuapada river embank-
ment. However, instead of re-
turning home, he was seen
heading toward Nasirpur vil-
lage via the Gedama road.

JENA
ALLEGEDLY
KILLED HIS 42-YEAR-
OLD WIFE, SUDESHNA,

AT THEIR HOME IN A
DANRA VILLAGE UNDER
HATADIHI BLOCK OF
KEONJHAR DISTRICT

OCTOBER 2

Acting on a tip-off, a police
team led by officers Dharmen-
dra Shanti, Balia Barik, Susha-
ma Sethy, and Binita Lakra
intercepted Jena at Nasirpur
and took him into custody. He
was later taken to the Shalania
Community Health Centre for
a medical examination.

Informed about his ar-
rest, some of Jena’s relatives
reached there and tried to
create disturbance outside the
health centre, but the officers
maintained order and ensured
security, police said.

According to reports, Jena
allegedly killed his 42-year-old
wife, Sudeshna, with an axe at
their home in Danra village un-
der Hatadihi block of Keonjhar
district after a family dispute.
Following the incident,
he fled the area,
prompting police
to launch a state-

wide search.
special
team was
formed wunder
Anandapur DSP
Prasant Behera
to track down the
accused. Based on a
complaint filed by Jena’s son,
Satya Prakash, Nandipada po-
lice had registered a murder
case (294/2025) and launched
an investigation.

DSP Behera said the accused
was produced in court follow-
ing his arrest.

Newborn rescued from roadside

Rajashree Das said the child will
be moved to Utkal Balashram at
Gosani Nuagaon once he recovers.
She added that an investigation is
underway to trace the mother, who
is suspected to have abandoned the
baby shortly after birth.
Authorities believe the child might
have been delivered at a private hospi-
tal, as a medical tag was found attached
to the umbilical cord. “Based on the
tag, we are verifying recent childbirth
records at both private and govern-
ment hospitals to identify the mother
and determine the circumstances of the
abandonment,” Das said.

2-yr-old Odisha girl,
abducted by uncle,

rescued from Bengal
[ [ g "y

PNN & AGENCIES

Berhampur, Oct 26: A two-
year-old baby, who was alleged-
ly kidnapped by her uncle in
Ganjam district, was rescued
from West Bengal Sunday, po-
lice said.

The accused, Vishal Baban
Mohite (28), was arrested, they
said.

Mohite took the girl out with
him Thursday to buy snacks,
but did not return. When the
girl’s mother tried to contact
him, his mobile phone was
found switched off.

After a long time, he called
back and said he took the child
to his house in Bramhanigaon,
police said.

When the girl’s parents
reached Bramhanigaon, they
could not find her there. He
then told them that they were
in Adava in Gajapati district,
but again, he and the baby
could not be found there.

When the family contacted
the accused again, he demand-
ed ¥1.50 lakh to return the baby.

The girl’s mother lodged a
complaint at the Baidyanath-
pur police station Friday, and
a team was formed to rescue
her, SP (Berhampur) Saravana
Vivek M said.

Based on technical input,
the police team first went to
Puri. But by then, the accused
left Puri for Bhubaneswar and
then went towards Kolkata on
a bus, he said.

Without a break, the team
constantly followed the ac-
cused. He was finally nabbed
from Purba Medinipur district
of West Bengal, and the baby
was rescued, he added.

The baby has been reunited
with her family, the SP said.

VIGILANCE AWARENESS WEEK

27" October to 2™ November 2025

“VIGILANCE: OUR

SHARED RESPONSIBILITY”
> AN APPEAL TO CUSTOMERS <

< Chola

and trained manpower is expected to make >
this year’s census more accurate and com- BYYOU.
prehensive than previous exercises. >

STF seizes leopard hide, arrests 2 | [FRI TN

SONEPUR: The Special Task Force (STF) of Odisha

Tender No. eT-M-KUR-MRDL-313-2025

LEMERIRGENEIGH RAKE EXAMINATION

Police Sunday apprehended two wildlife criminals

and recovered a leopard skin from their possession.
According to STF sources, based on intelligence inputs,
a raid was conducted Sunday morning near Arjunpur
Chowk on the Sonepur-Barpalli road (NH-126A) under
the jurisdiction of Sonepur police station. The operation
targeted illegal dealings in leopard skins by criminals
from Boudh district. During the search, two persons,
identified as Prakash Kanhar and Ranjit Bhokta, both
residents of Boudh district, were arrested. One leopard
hide, stored in an air bag, along with other incriminating
materials, was seized from their possession. The
accused were unable to produce any valid license or
authorisation for the possession of the leopard skin.

ACTIVITIES OF WAGONS AT TATA
SIDING, BHUSAVAL JN. (BSL),
MERAMANDOLIL (MRDL) FOR A PERIOD
OF TWO YEARS.
Advartised VEITEH T 2,49,47,639.61,
Earnest Money: T 2,74,700.00, Period of
Completion: 24 Months.
Bidding Start Date: 31.10.2025.
hrs. on 14.11.2025.
Manual offers are not allowed against this
tender, and any such manual offer received
shall be ignored.
Complete information including e-tender
documents are available in website :
www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divisional Mechanical Engineer,

PR-722/Q/25-26 Khurda Road

» PLEASE DO NOT PAY ANYTHING OVER AND ABOVE THE
LEGITIMATE CHARGES.

PLEASE INSIST ON RECEIPT/TICKET FOR THE PAYMENT MADE No.

IF YOU COME ACROSS ANY EMPLOYEE OF THE RAILWAY |
DEMANDING BRIBE OR INDULGING IN MALPRACTICE, PLEASE
SEND YOUR COMPLAINT TO SR. DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER
(SDGM), EAST COAST RAILWAY, CHANDRASEKHARPUR, 1.
BHUBANESWAR-751017, TELEPHONE NO.: 0674-2300230, FAX
NO.: 0674-2301328 AND E-MAIL ID: sdgm@ecor.railnet.gov.in

» PLEASE SIGN THE COMPLAINT AND PROVIDE PROPER |
ADDRESS. THE EMAIL COMPLAINT SHOULD NECESSARILY |
ENCLOSEASIGNED COPYWITH COMPLETE POSTAL ADDRESS.

#» IN CASE YOU WANT TO KEEP YOUR NAME SECRET, PLEASE
MENTION THE SAME IN YOUR COMPLAINT AND SEND IT IN A |
CLOSED/SECURED ENVELOPE, ADDRESSED TO THE
SECRETARY, CENTRAL VIGILANCE COMMISSION, SATARKATA
BHAWAN, BLOCK-A, GPO COMPLEX, INA, NEW DELHI-110023,
DULY SUPERSCRIBING “COMPLAINT UNDER THE PUBLIC
INTEREST DISCLOSURE AND PROTECTION OF INFORMERS” OR |
“PIDPI" ON THE ENVELOPE.

= IF YOU HAVE ANY COMPLAINT REGARDING CORRUPTION IN

RAILWAYS, YOU CAN RING UP & INFORM ON VIGILANCE
HELPLINE NO.: 8455885031.

CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED
Emera berrer e Corporate Office : Chola Crest, Super B, C54 & C55, 4, Thiru Vi Ka Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600 032, T. N.

DEMAND NOTICE
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE SECURITIZATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF
SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002 (“the Act”) AND THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002 (“the Rules"”)

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Ltd. (the Secured Creditor) under the Act
and in exercise of the powers conferred under Sec. 13(12) of the Act read with Rule 3 issued Demand Notice(s) under Sec. 13(2) of the Act,
calling upon the following borrower(s) to repay the amount mentioned in the respective notice(s) within 60 days from the date of receipt of the
said nolice. The undersigned reasonably believes that borrower(s) is / are avoiding the service of the Demand Notice(s), therefore the service of
notice is being affected by affixation and publication as per Rules. The contents of Demand Notice(s) are extracted herein below :-

Sr. Name & Address of the
Borrower/s & Co-Borrower/s

Loan| Dt, of Demand
Amt.| Notice & Ofs. Amt.

Description of the Property / Secured Asset

2. Mr/Mrs. Gita Sahoo

Loan A/C. No(S). : LAP3BLS000108330
1. Mr/Mrs. Rajendra Sahoo

30.09.2025
Rs. 20,22,143/-

Converion
Jaleswarpur, P S. Bhograi, P S. No. 318, Mouza-
Chandisinghpur, Settlement Khata Khata No. 92/43, Plot No.

District Balasore, Tahasil Bhograi, SRO

Add:- C/O. Sarbeswar Sahoo, Khageswarpur,
Kakhada, Baleswar, Odisha - 756039, Near
Chandimata Temple, Baleswar, Orissa - 756039.
Also At: Plot No. 51, Mouza-Chandisinghpur,
Tah- Bhograi, Ps- Bhograi, Dist. Baleswar,
Odisha, Pin- 756085., Chandisinghpur,
Chandisinghpur, Bal Qdisha - 756085.

Rs. 20,00,000/-

(Rupees Twenty
Lakhs Twenty Two
Thousand One
Hundred Forty
Three Only) as on
24.09.2025

51, Area- Ac. 0.220 dec. Kisam-Homestead, Corresponds to
Consolidation as under:- No. 76, Plot No. 51, Area- Ac.0.220
dec. Kisam- Non-Homestead, Status - Stitiban, bounded
Bounded as under:- (As per Regd. Sale Deed) North:
Road and Madhusudan Rout and others and Plot No. 53,
South: Talei Rasta, East: Talei Rasta and seller, Plot No. 52,

West: Road and Madhusudan Roul and others.

(9 VIGILANCE
Helpline No.
8455885031

Place : Balasore, Odisha
Date : 30.09.2025

PR727IQ/25-26

The borrower(s) are hereby advised to comply with the Demand Motice(s) and to pay the demand amount mentioned therein and hereinabove within 60
days from the date of this publication together with applicable interest, additional interes!, bounce charges, cost and expenses till the date of realization
of payment. The borrower(s) may note that Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Ltd. is a secured creditor and the loan facility availed
by the Borrower(s) is a secured debt against the immovable property / properties being the secured asset(s) mortgaged by the borrower(s). In the event
borrower(s) are failed to discharge their liabilities in full within the stipulated time, The Secured Creditor shall be entitled to exercise all the rights Ufs.
13(4) of the Act 1o take possession of the secured assets(s) including but not limited to transfer the same by way of sale or by invoking any other remedy
available under the Act and the Rules thereunder and realize payment. The Secured Creditor is also empowered to ATTACH AND / OR SEAL the secured
assets(s) before enforcing the right 1o sale or transfer. Subsequent to the Sale of the secured assets(s), the Secured Creditor also has a right to initiate
separate legal proceedings to recover the balance dues, in case the value of the mortgaged properties is insufficient to cover the dues payable to the
Secured Creditor. This remedy is in addition and independent of all the other remedies available to the Secured Creditor under any other law,

The attention of the borrower(s) is invited to Section 13(B) of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets and further to Section
13(13) of the Act, whereby the borrower(s) are restrained / prohibited from disposing of or dealing with the secured assel(s) or transferring by way
| | of sale, lease or otherwise (other than in the ordinary course of business) any of the secured asset(s), without prior written consent of the Secured
| | Creditor and non-compliance with the above is an offence punishable under Section 29 of the said Act. The copy of the Demand Nofice is available with
| |the undersigned and the borrower(s) may, if they so desire, can collect the same from the undersigned on any working day during normal office noﬁﬁ?

For Chol

Authorized Officer

t and Finance Company Limited

Man, missing while
visiting in-laws’ house,
found dead in canal

Email : eerwbnjr@gmail.com

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA 1
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER ®
RURAL WORKS DIVISION, BHANJANAGAR

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

No.0-1191

JAJPUR: A 45-year-old man,

Identification No. Online Tender / 18 / RWDBNJ / 2025-2026

B

who went missing while
visiting his in-laws’ house

Ltr. No. 5110 Date : 13.10.2025

in Jajpur district, was found
dead in a canal Sunday,
police said. The incident took

place near Gogal village in
Dharmasala police station

Approx. .
Identification No. Name of work No. of Estimated Cost Ciass of Period Pf
Works (in lakh) Contractor Completion
Online Tender / - 50.43 Lakhs |“B” Class as |09 (Nine) Calendar
RWDBNJ/18/2025-2026 | Duilding Work | 07 Nos. | "5, a4 | akhs | applicable months

area. The deceased, identi-

fied as Sunakar Barik, visited
his in-laws’ house in Chora-

muhan village Saturday with
his wife and son to attend a

Procurement Officer Bid Identification No. Availa!?:i:'i(t))r/ﬂof tender online fo;_(t;idding
Superintending Engineer, Online Tender/18/ 28.10.2025 at 06.11.2025 upto
R.W. Division, Bhanjanagar RWDBNJ/2025-2026 10.00 A.M. 5.00 P.M.

religious ceremony. Sunakar
had gone to the local market
at Jaraka on a motorcycle

Eurther details can be seen from the

OIPR-25174/11/0048/2526

website : www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd./- Executive Engineer
R.W. Division, Bhanjanagar

to buy medicines for his

son Saturday evening. The
in-laws launched a search for
him after he did not return
till 10pm. His mobile phone
was also found switched off
as his wife and other family
members tried to contact
him, police said. His wife
filed a missing compliant at
Dharmasala police station

. Name of the work

. Total No. of works

. Estimated Cost

. Class of Contractor

: 20 Nos.

SO

1
2
3
4
5.
6
7

e_mail : rw_mayurbhanj@yahoo.co.in

: Approx Estimated Cost Rs.22.29 lakhs to Rs.33.60 lakhs

late Saturday night. On Sun- EMD : EMD@1% of Estimated Cost Put to tender
day morning, locals spotted . Period of completion : As per Annexure
. Other details :

his body and the motorcycle

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS DIVISION, BARIPADA

e_Procurement Tender Call Notice No. Online 05/RWD/BPD/2025-26

: Building works

No.0-1189

floating in the canal. Police Bid Availability of Tender online for Last Date & Time Date & Time of opening of tender
retrieved the body and the Procurement Officer | Identification bidding of seeking tender | in the office of the Superintending
motorcycle from the canal. No. From To clarification Engineer, R.W. Division, Baripada
1 2 3 4 5 6
Lh;&%jigaglzzqusripvs:t S.E.R.W Division, 05 (Ontine) 28.10.25 03.11.25 03.11.25 03.11.25
s Baripada /RWD-BPD of at up to up to up to
are waiting for the autopsy P 2025-26 11.00 AM. 5.00 PM. 3.00 PM. 530 PM.

report on the basis of which
further action will be taken,”
Dharmasala police station IIC

OIPR-25057/11/0027/2526

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersorissa.gov.in

$d./- Superintending Engineer,
R.W. Division, Baripada

Ranjan Kumar Majhi said.

Tt féwnge deas

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DESIGN

AHMEDABAD

ADMISSIONS 2026-27

Bachelor of Design
(B.Des. - 4 years)

Offered at NID Ahmedabad,

NID Andhra Pradesh, NID Assam,
NID Haryana and NID Madhya Pradesh

Master of Design

(M.Des. - 2.5 years)

Offered at NID Ahmedabad
(and its extension campuses
at Gandhinagar and Bengaluru)

Faor more information and to apply online please visit:
https:/fadmissions.nid.edu

B.Des & M.Des.

National Institute of Design (NID} invites applications for
Design Aptitude Test {DAT) for its Bachelor of Design and
Master of Design programmes.

NID Ahmedabad, NID Andhra Pradesh, NiD Assam, NID
Haryana and NID Madhya Pradesh are autonomous
Institutions of National Importance by the virtue of the
National Institute of Design Act 2014 and 2019. These NiDs
are statutory institutes under the Department of Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade (DPHT), Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, Government of India (Gol).

Last date for submitting online applications for

Monday, December 01, 2025

https://nid.edu is the only official website of
NID Ahmedabad. Beware of fake websites.

CBC 05216/12/0002/2526
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He who chooses the infinite has
been chosen by the infinite.

SRI AUROBINDO

Cronies Take It All

recent report published in the American daily The Washing-
Aton Post has once again brought the pervasive issue of crony
capitalism and rent-seeking in India into focus. According to
the report, Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC), at the behest of
the government of India, made huge investments in Adani Group’s
securities after they took a big beating in the stock markets.
Government officials “drafted and pushed through a proposal in
May to steer roughly $3.9 billion in investments to Adani’s businesses
from the Life Insurance Corporation, or LIC,” The Washington Post
reported on 25 October 2025. In its response, the insurance behemoth
issued a firm denial, stating that the allegations are “false, baseless,
and far from truth.” According to the report, two officials familiar
with the situation revealed that “The investment plan was crafted by
officials at DFS (Department of Financial Services) in coordination
with LIC and India’s main government-funded think tank, Niti Aayog,
the documents show, and approved by the Finance Ministry.” The
article further stated that documents and interviews suggest the plan
was part of a broader strategy by Indian authorities to direct taxpayer

oower Post

Jacques Attali

very generation be-

lieves that it is living

in an unprecedented

era with unique chal-
lenges. But time and again,
the same patterns and moti-
vations have weakened and
even destroyed civilisations,
or strengthened them and
enabled them to flourish. To
learn from the past requires
recognising its symmetries
and resonances.

For example, the rise and
decline of powers over the cen-
turies has established some ba-
sic tenets. Chief among them
is that when a dominant power
faces two rivals, the rival that
does not enter into conflict
with the dominant power is
usually the one that triumphs.

In the late 18th century,
Great Britain prevailed over
the Netherlands (the dominant

LEARN FROM THE PAST

"

The cycle of rise and decline over the
centuries has established some basic tenets
of power, including that civilisations can
still collapse even when they are set up for
success. This lesson is relevant for today’s
world, in which short-termism and populism
risk derailing what should be a bright future

of greenhouse-gas emissions
still being released into the
atmosphere. Rising sea lev-
els, drying rivers, and failing
crops have forced millions of
people to migrate. Wars are
multiplying around the world,
and conflicts over food and wa-
ter are set to rise.

Most democratic govern-
ments are paralysed, postpon-
ing necessary reforms until
after the next election. As glo-
balisation comes under attack,
fear of the other, nostalgia
for a nonexistent purity, and
disdain for knowledge have
resurfaced. This has resulted
in division, exclusion, and
mistrust — the conditions on
which populism thrives. Col-
lective intelligence gives way
to individual anger, exactly
as occurred at the beginning
of the 20th century.

money into the Adani Group, a conglomerate led by one of India’s most power of the period), while Global trade was booming  near-limitless source of clean More worryingly, and with
politically well-connected billionaires. France, the other contender, (particularly between Great energy, freeing humans from  no precedent, we face common

The report kicked up a political storm in India with the principal THE INTERESTS who went to war against the  Britain and Germany), democ-  the most arduous tasks, and  challenges — climate change,
Opposition party, the Congress, demanding an investigation by the Netherlands, never became a  racy was advancing (even in  much more. poverty, epidemic risks, and
Parliament's Public Accounts Committee into the matter. OF FUTURE superpower. In the early 20th  Russia, where the 1905 revo- Many countries have rec- misuse of technology, in partic-

Allegations that LIC, one of the world’s largest institutional inves- GENERATIONS  century, the United States lution heralded a new era of  ognised the importance ofad-  ular Al - that affect humanity
tors, was coerced by the government to make huge investments in a prevailed over Great Britain  freedom), and Europeanrulers  dressing climate change and  assuch. Saturated with screens
particular conglomerate, raises critical questions about state influence SHOULD COME largely because of the wars  were on good terms—GeorgeV ~ protecting the planet. Millions  and video games, and still ob-
in the country’s financial markets. Also, for many Indian policyhold- FIRST, WHICH  between the United Kingdom  was a first cousin of Wilhelm  of hectares —from Kivu to the  sessed with national rivalry, we
ers, who entrust LIC with their life’s savings, it is a question of their IMPLIES A NEW and its other rival, Germany. IT and Nicholas I (who were =~ Amazon — are being reforest-  forget to think about the global
financial security. Despite publicly stating that its investments were Another lesson is that em-  third cousins). And by 1908, ed. The High Seas Treaty seeks  future and allow powerful na-
guided by “prudent financial strategies” and “due diligence,” LIC’s EMPHASIS ON pires collapse when they can  an institutional architecture  to protect 30% of the ocean by  tional interests to dominate
holdings in the Adani companies have ballooned over the years, mak- ALTRUISM no longer afford to finance the  for resolving global conflicts ~ 2030. Banks are incorporating  policymaking. This is how civil-

ing the insurer one of the largest institutional investors in the group.
In 2022 alone, LIC’s exposure to Adani companies crossed Rs 30,000
crore, a whopping sum for a public institution managing policyhold-
ers’ money.

The Adani Group, with interests in infrastructure, energy, and min-
ing, saw its stock prices soar during the pandemic era, attracting global
attention. However, the group’s rapid rise has been shadowed by con-
cerns regarding its corporate governance, financial transparency, and
its close ties with the government at Centre. The group’s fortunes took
a dramatic turn in early 2023 after a report by US-based short-seller
Hindenburg Research alleged that the group had inflated its finan-

_cials and engaged in stock manipulation. The report sent shockwaves
through Indian financial markets, causing Adani shares to plummet
and triggered massive erosion in shareholder value. LIC, already heav-
ily invested in Adani’s publicly traded companies, similarly saw a
sharp decline in the value of its holdings. India’s markets regulator,
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), however, cleared the
Adani Group’s name from allegations of stock manipulation made by
Hindenburg, concluding that fund transfers between group companies
did not violate any regulations.

Crony capitalism and rent-seeking are all too common in India, no
matter whichever party is in power, as here political connections and
favouritism often shape economic outcomes. In this system, businesses
with ties to influential politicians secure lucrative deals, bypassing
market competition. This not only undermines fair competition, but
also discourages innovation. Likewise, rent-seeking behaviours, such

_as seeking monopolistic advantages from government, greatly contrib-
ute to wealth inequality and concentration of wealth. Adding to this,
the clear lack of transparency and accountability in our system further
exacerbates the problem, reinforcing a cycle of corruption, even as
the broader population remains deprived of opportunities for growth.

WISDOM CORNER

“ When you are joyous, look deep into your heart and you
shall find it is only that which has given you sorrow that is
giving you joy. When you are sorrowful look again in your
heart, and you shall see that in truth you are weeping for
that which has been your delight.

KAHLIL GIBRAN

‘ How is it possible that a being with such sensitive jewels as
the eyes, such enchanted musical instruments as the ears,
and such fabulous arabesque of nerves as the brain can
experience itself anything less than a god.

security of their hinterlands
and trade routes. Spain’s
Golden Age came to an end
when it could no longer fund
the military expenditure re-
quired to defend its colonies.
Great Britain’s empire de-
pended on naval supremacy
that could not be maintained.
The Soviet Union fell because
it confused greatness with
over-armament.

A third lesson is that, even
when civilisations are set up
for success, they can collapse
under the weight of unforced
errors. For example, at the
start of the 20th century, the
West seemed primed for pros-
perity: with the advent of elec-
trification, the automobile, the
telephone, the radio, and air
travel, technological progress
was accelerating, while the vi-
cious cycle of poverty and war
appeared to be broken.

Need for a greener tag on green crackers

he air quality in Delhi

I on Diwali night this year
deteriorated significant-

ly owing to the indiscriminate
bursting of crackers. The Air
Quality Index plunged on that
night to 488 micrograms per
cubic metre which could be la-
beled in a ‘Very Poor’ category
as firecrackers kept on light-
ing the Delhi skies pushing
the dangerous PM 2.5 particle
levels to their highest since

had been designed.

But World War I disrupted
this golden age. Inventions
designed to liberate man-
kind became weapons of de-
struction, and the illusion of
progress died in the trench-
es. For decades, Europe con-
vulsed with war and hatred,
unbearable humiliation, and
barbaric revenge. Despite the
certainty that this time would
be different, the continent
went up in flames.

The world is experiencing
something similar today:
We should be on the cusp of
a prosperous future. Never
has humanity’s potential
been so immense. The shift
to cleaner power could bring
the fossil-fuel era to a close.
Scientific breakthroughs could
drastically change our lives by
curing diseases that have de-
fied treatment, developing a

green crackers available in the
market still have a substantial
amount of emissions like con-
ventional ones and, hence, are
not totally pollution free. Also,
people kept on bursting crack-
ers beyond the stipulated time
till midnight.

It is shocking to note that
the average PM2.5 levels
reached a whooping value
of 488 micrograms per cubic
metre which is a catastrophic

biodiversity considerations in-
to their balance sheets. GDP
is slowly giving way to other
measures that value health,
equality, and well-being. The
world’s youth are making
themselves heard, women
are gaining access to deci-
sion-making positions, and
societies, acutely aware that
they face shared challenges,
are engaging in dialogue.
And yet, as in the beginning
of the 20th century, the worst-
case scenario is unfolding.
Authoritarianism has become
ever more widespread, sub-
verting even the most estab-
lished democracies. If we are
not careful, Al could destroy
billions of jobs, power new
weapons, and erode cognitive
skills. The environment con-
tinues to deteriorate, and the
climate crisis is deepening,
owing to the millions of tons

Delhi during the festive sea-
sons indicates that not merely
the stubble burning, but other
local factors had also a hand
in the spike. Firecrackers are
considered the main culprit
for Delhi's poor air quality
during the festive period of
Diwali in particular.

The health risks associat-
ed with the increase of fine
particulate matter in air are
immense. These PM2.5 parti-

isations die. This is how human
civilisation may die.

To avert this outcome, we
must not forget the lessons of
the past. We must understand
that it is time to think as one
human species and to fight
common challenges. We must
build on global cooperation
and not the geopolitical self-
ishness of nation-states. The
interests of future generations
should come first, which im-
plies a new emphasis on altru-
ism. Perhaps one day we will
look back at 2025 as the year
when humanity could have
taken a turn for the worse,
but instead, for the first time
in centuries, chose life.

The writer is Founding
President of the European
Bank for Reconstruction
and Development.
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toxic metals and noise level by
modifying the composition,
shell size and additives. While
conventional crackers typical-
ly contain many heavy metals
and colour imparting substanc-
es (like barium, lithium, lead
and arsenic) and high amount
of fuel oxidiser mixture (like
potassium nitrate, sulfur),
green crackers, on the other
hand, greatly reduce these haz-
ardous metals and use cleaner

Nikunja Bihari Sahu 2021. Although this year there = 212% increase from pre-Diwali  cles are so fine that they could  oxidiser and dust suppressing
ALAN WATTS was a drastic drop in stubble  levels. This is nearly 100 times  easily travel deep into our re-  additives. Although green
burning in adjacent states,lo-  the safe exposure limit advised  spiratory tracts settlinginthe  crackers do reduce emissions,
ALTHOUGH cal emissions from fireworks by the WHO. lungs causing severe breath-  pollutants are not completely
‘ ‘ It is possible to live happily in the here and the now. So GREEN CRACKERS dominated the spike. Generally, the burning of  ing problems. Exposure to  eliminated as they still produce
many conditions of happiness are available - more than DO REDUCE Since 2021, the Supreme farm wastes in neighbour-  such fine particles can cause  particulate matter. .
enough for you to be happy right now. You don't have to run Court' has imposed a ban on ing Punjab and Haryana was short-term health effects such prgyer, ina couqtry like
into the future in order to get more. EM|SS|0NS, bursting of crackers in Delhi  blamed for the seasonal high  as eye, nose, throat and lung  India, it is a challenging task
during Diwali. However, this  inthelevels of particulate mat-  irritation, coughing, sneezing, = to convince people to totally
THICH NHAT HANH POLLUTANTS ARE year, the Court relaxed the ter in Delhi. However, there  runningnose and shortnessof refrain from conventional
NOT COMPLETELY ban and allowed people touse ~ was a 77.5% drop in stubble  breath. Thelong term hazards fireworks and go for more
TH IS D AY IN H I STO RY ELIMINATED green crackers that release  burning this year in these include elevated susceptibili- expensive green ones during
30% less particulate matter.  states due to the devastating ty to respiratory diseases, the festive season. Further,
AS THEY STILL But it seemed from the sharp  floods that destroyed much including acute respiratory the efficiency of green crack-
Il 1492: Christopher Columbus sailed to Cuba and claimed the island PRODUCE rise in the AQI level on Diwali  of the crops earlier in the re-  disorders like asthma, chronic  ers should be improved by re-
for Spain. night that green crackers did  gion. This, to the delight of  obstructive pulmonary disease = search and rigorous testing so
PARTICULATE not get popular among people  the Delhites, coincided witha  and even lungs cancer. as to deserve a green tag.
I 1682: City of Philadelphia founded. The historical city in the State MATTER as they still chose convention-  15.5% decline in Delhi's aver- Green crackers developed
of Pennsylvania was founded by English entrepreneur, William al crackers due to their easy = age PM2.5 levels in the same by CSIR-NEERI aim to replace The writer is Education
Penn. Penn received the land as a payment to fulfill a debt that availability and low pricing.  period. However, the sudden  conventional crackers by re- Officer, Regional Science
King Charles II owed to Penn’s father. Philadelphia is the only It is also believed that the rise of particulate matter in = ducingemissions, ash content, Centre, Bhubaneswar.
UNESCO-declared World Heritage City in the United States and
it was temporarily the capital of the United States in the 1800s. . .
Faith betrayed Whither safety norms
M 1795: Pinckney's Treaty, an agreement between the United States Y7
and Spain, was signed, giving the United States navigation rights ”; Sir, This refers to “Sabarimala gold theft: SIT conduct searches,” Sir, It is shocking that a multi axle Scania
on the Mississippi River. | | Orissa POST, Oct 26. The reported theft of gold from the sacred Sabari- sleeper bus caught fire and was charred be-
’a;':"r e tte rS mala temple has sent shockwaves across Kerala and beyond, deeply yond recognition near Kurnool in Andhra
M 1932: American poet and novelist Sylvia Plath—whose best-known J"{Irf‘l / distressing millions of devotees who revere the shrine as a symbol Pradesh killing 20 passengers. The bus report-

works are preoccupied with alienation, death, and self-destruction—
was born.

B 1961: The first Saturn rocket was successfully launched, and years
later the Saturn V was the launch vehicle used in the Apollo
Moon-landing flights.
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words). Contributors are

of purity and faith. The incident is not just a criminal act but a grave
breach of trust that exposes alarming lapses in the temple's adminis-
trative and security mechanisms. That such a theft could occur in one
of India's holiest pilgrimage centres, which attracts crores of devotees
annually, reflects systemic negligence and an erosion of accountability.
The Travancore Devaswom Board, entrusted with managing the temple
and safeguarding its assets, must take full responsibility for this shock-

edly collided with a motorcycle causing fuel
leak from the latter that ignited due to friction.
Non fire-retardant interior materials, limited
emergency exits and locked exit door could be
the contributing factors. The provision to have
rear windshield emergency exit has not mate-
rialised in many night sleeper buses. Curtains

M 1978: Anwar Sadat and Menachem Begin awarded Nobel Peace Prize.
On this day in 1978, Anwar Sadat of Egypt and Menachem Begin of
Israel were awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace for negotiations that
resulted first in the Camp David Accords, then in a peace treaty
between their countries.

and railings in high-end buses aid in fanning of
fire. Another fact to be noted is that while most
of the state owned luxury buses have speed re-
striction devices, private bus owners are loathe
to have them. A law mandating the presence of
two drivers in every night bus irrespective of
the distance to be covered is crucial.

ing failure. Mere statements of regret will not suffice; a transparent
and time-bound investigation is urgently needed to trace the culprits,
recover the stolen gold, and ensure justice. Beyond this, a complete
overhaul of temple management practices is imperative—ranging
from installation of advanced surveillance systems to regular audit-
ing of offerings and assets. To restore trust, the administration must
demonstrate integrity, transparency, and unwavering commitment to
protecting the sanctity of this revered shrine.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE
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M 1979: Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, an island country lying
within the Lesser Antilles in the eastern Caribbean Sea, achieved
its independence.
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Inmates in WB sell food, handicrafts outside jail gat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Oct 26: Every after-
noon, the aroma of potato frit-
ters and cutlets wafts through
the air outside the tall walls
of the Alipore Women’s Cor-
rectional Home in Kolkata.
Passersby stop to buy snacks,
unaware that the women fry-
ing and packing the food are
inmates still serving sentences.

For these women inmates,
the small stall just outside the
jail gate is more than a work-
place; it’s a bridge between
confinement and community.

It offers them a chance to re-
discover themselves, interact
with the outside world, and
regain dignity often lost in iso-
lation.

They are part of ‘Abhinno’
(Integrated), an innovative
initiative launched in July by
the West Bengal Correctional
Services Department to help
inmates earn livelihoods and
rebuild confidence while in
prison.

Under the programme, pris-
oners prepare and sell food,
handicrafts, and other goods
prepared by them directly to
the public from stalls located
outside correctional home en-
trances, a move officials de-
scribe as “rehabilitation with
dignity”.

West Bengal Correctional
Services Minister Chandranath
Sinha said “Abhinno” is setting
anew benchmark in prison re-
form.

“The products made by in-
mates are sold through these

outlets outside jail premises.
An NGO trains them, and the
earnings go into the prisoners'
welfare fund. The inmates also
get wages, which are hand-
ed over after release,” Sinha
told PTI.

What began as a modest ex-
periment at Alipore Women’s
Correctional Home is soon
turning into a model across
Bengal’s prisons.

Around 25 inmates are part
of the initiative at Alipore, with
eight running the stall daily -
handling cooking, serving, sell-
ing handicrafts and accounts
under supervision.

Though surrounded by high
walls, the scene buzzes with
life and laughter as the women
trade recipes, count earnings,
and call out to customers with
quiet pride.

The idea, officials say, was
born from a simple conver-
sation. “We were discussing
how inmates’ work could sus-
tain them after release,” said
Debashis Chakraborty, DIG
(Prisons), Presidency Range.
“That led to the idea of creat-
ing a structured platform for
their skills.”

The proposal sent to Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee re-
ceived an instant nod. “She not
only approved it,” Chakraborty
said, “but also named it her-
self-Abhinno.” Banerjee virtu-
ally inaugurated the project in
July this year.

Initially, four correction-
al homes-Alipore Women’s,
Presidency, Dum Dum, and
Suri-were chosen, he said.

Official: EC likely to appoint
volunteers for SIR in Bengal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Oct 26: The Election
Commission of India (ECI)
may appoint volunteers to as-
sist booth-level officers (BLOs)
during the probable special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in West Bengal,
a senior official said Sunday.

The volunteers are likely to
be drawn from among govern-
ment employees in each block
for the exercise that may be
launched soon, he said.

“This is at the planning
stage... These assistants will

Polyhouse farming in ‘Votefo

help the BLOs fill out enumer-
ation forms and may also be
deployed as substitutes, if re-
quired,” the official told PTI.

The volunteers will primar-
ily be assigned to polling sta-
tions having more than 1,200
voters, he added.

“As a result of this cap on
the number of voters per booth,
the number of polling booths in
the state is likely to increase by
around 14,000, from the existing
80,000 to around 94,000,” the
official said.

For the exercise, the block
development officers (BDOs) in
several districts have written to
school inspectors seeking lists
of permanent teachers, clerks,
and other government staffers
who can be assigned as volun-
teers, he said, adding that the
lists, with contact details, are
to be submitted by October 29.

Asked what their allow-
ance would be, the official
said that the poll body was
yet to finalise it.

Alipore became the starting
point as it already had ready-to-
use stalls near its gate. The ini-

tiative has since expand-
ed to the other three
prisons, where in-
mates have been
shortlisted to

For
these women
inmates, the small

nearby offices and educational
institutions line up for lunch.

Behind the smiles and ser-
vices, women are
learning team-
work, respon-
sibility, and
the basics

manage stalls. H = of running
Ercour. _ s:tall |us_t outside the o businese
oAl jail gate is more than a “Inside
Success, pl‘;fr‘l workplace; it's a bridge SRueN
to introduce between confinement low strict
‘.Abhinno.’ stzlillls and community schedules,
in all major jails, but when
creating a sustain- we work here,

able rehabilitation
model. For the inmates, the

day begins before dawn. They
knead dough, chop vegetables,
and prepare trays of ‘ghugni’,
‘cutlets’, and ‘samosas’. Some
decorate cakes while others
pack rolls and pastries. By late
afternoon, customers from

A man sleeps on a tree branc

o

Punjab can earn 14

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chandigarh, Oct 26: After
shifting from conventional
farming, farmer Harbir Singh
is cultivating seedless cucum-
ber, coloured capsicum, mel-
on and potato by setting up a
‘polyhouse’ or a greenhouse
and earning an average annual
profit of %12 to 14 lakh.

Director Horticulture
Shailender Kaur Sunday said
that taking advantage of the
government’s schemes, Singh,
a farmer from village Saraba
in Ludhiana district, is earning
handsome profits through poly-
house farming and has become
an inspiration for other farmers.

After obtaining a degree in
electrical engineering, Singh
chose farming as his profession
instead of taking a job, setting
new benchmarks by integrating
traditional farming with mod-
ern technology. The department
is working to promote crop di-
versification and enhance farm-
ers’ income across the state. The
farmer-centric schemes are
proving to be a boon for culti-
vators, ensuring every possible
support to help them adopt mod-
ern farming practices.

In 2014, farmer Singh shifted
from conventional vegetable
cultivation and received spe-
cialised training from the Cen-
tre of Excellence for Vegetables
in Kartarpur. He said under the

National Horticulture Mission
Scheme, he availed subsidy sup-
port to set up his polyhouse and
started growing coloured capsi-
cum and seedless cucumber. He
regularly consulted officials of the
Horticulture Department to re-
solve farming-related challenges.

Singh believes hard work,
dedication, understanding
problems minutely and con-
sistent guidance from the Hor-
ticulture Department officials
have been the key factors be-
hind his success.

According to Ludhiana-based
Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU), greenhouses are framed
structures covered with UV-sta-
bilised transparent or translu-
cent plastic film to grow crops
under partial or fully controlled
environmental conditions to
get maximum productivity and

——

quality produce. It says crops
can be grown in any season of
the year depending on the de-
mand and market.

The result: excellent quality
produce, free from any blem-
ishes. Also, it is easy to protect
crops against pests and diseas-
es and extreme climatic condi-
tions.

The site for the polyhouse
should be well drained and
fairly shadow-free. It should
be away from obstruction
(east, west and south direc-
tions) at least three times the
height of the obstruction. The
crops suitable for cultivation in
poly or greenhouse are capsi-
cum, tomato, cucumber, leafy
vegetables, etc. Flowers such
as rose, gerbera, lilium, etc.,
are suitable for cultivation in
a polyhouse.

hin the afternoon in Kolk

we feel free, not

because we can go out-
side, but because people from
outside come to us,” said one
inmate.

Earnings from the stall go
into the West Bengal Prison-
ers’ Welfare Fund, while the
inmates receive wages saved

ata, West Bengal

and handed over upon release,
the official said.

Allowing inmates to interact
with the public required faith,
said Chakraborty. “We have
trusted human beings, and that
trust has not been misplaced.”

Security is ensured through
CCTYV and guards, but the real
safeguard, officials say, is the
sense of purpose the project
gives.

According to ADG (Prisons)
L N Meena, the initiative has
made a visible difference.

Besides food, the stalls also
showcase a range of products
made in Bengal’s jails-textiles,
jute crafts, candles, detergents,
and clothes. Weaving units
produce towels and bedsheets,
while carpentry workshops
make furniture for prison use.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, inmates produced face
masks and PPE Kits.

What began as a correctional
experiment is now transform-
ing public attitudes. Locals who
once avoided prison gates now
stop for tea and snacks. “The
food is great and the people are
polite”, said a college student
at the Alipore stall. Officials
say such interactions reshape
both inmates' self-image and
society's perception of them.
“Correction is not just about
confinement,” said a senior offi-
cer. Buoyed by public response,
the department plans to expand
the project to all prisons, reg-
ister it as a cooperative brand,
and explore tie-ups with cafes,
canteens, and government out-
lets for wider outreach.

PTI PHOTO

@ Bengal to begin paddy

procurement from Nov 1
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, Oct 26: The West
Bengal Food Department will
start buying paddy from farm-
ers at the beginning of the khar-
if season November 1, said a
senior government official
Saturday.

It has been informed that if
the paddy is sold in the govern-
ment buying centre, the farm-
ers will get the price of paddy
within a maximum of three
working days. The money will
directly enter the bank account
of the farmers. This initiative
has been taken to ensure that
there is no delay in getting
money for the farmers after
the sale of paddy, according to
the official.

The government will buy
paddy for the 2025-26 season
across the state from Novem-
ber 1. To collect this paddy, the
Food Department is launching
620 permanent buying centres.
In addition, about 179 mobile
permanent purchase centres,
which will mainly travel to
remote areas, will buy paddy
from farmers.

These mobile centres will
play a major role especially
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where it is difficult for the farm-
ers to reach the nearby perma-
nent buying centres.

At the same time, temporary
paddy procurement camps will
be conducted at various places
during the kharif season. These
camps will be managed by vari-
ous government agencies.

According to the guidelines
issued by the Food Department,
the agencies should inform
the Food Department the day
after the purchase of paddy
in the temporary camp. The
Food Department will verify
that information and send the
money to the farmer’s bank
account quickly.

Farmers will get 32,369 per
quintal if they sell paddy this
season. Besides, the state gov-
ernment has decided to give an
additional bonus of %20 in case
they sell paddy in government
purchasing centres. Therefore,
a total 0f 32,389 per quintal will
go to the farmer.

However, online registration
has been made mandatory for
the sale of paddy by the Food
Department. Farmers have to
go to the designated purchase
centre and sell paddy on the
appointed day.

7 trucks of wheat seeds

sent to Amritsar farmers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amritsar, Oct 26: Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann Sunday flagged off sev-
en trucks to provide two lakh
quintal wheat seeds free of cost
to farmers who lost their crop
during the recent floods.

He said the recent floods sub-
merged more than 2,300 villages
and destroyed crops across five
lakh acres of land.

Farmers of the state have
faced unimaginable hardships
due to the floods, and the gov-
ernment is firmly with them
in this hour of grave crisis, the
chief minister said. He said
the farmers of Punjab suffered
a whopping loss during the re-
cent floods, due to which the
state government decided to
provide two lakh quintal seeds

worth %74 crore free of cost to
them. Mann said the process
to distribute seeds free of cost
to farmers of the flood-affected
districts has started and will be
completed soon. Hard-working
and resilient farmers of the
state played a key role in mak-
ing the country self-sufficient in
food production, he added.

Farmers of Punjab are facing
amajor crisis due to the floods,
but the state government will
leave no stone unturned to bail
them out, Mann said.

He said the state government
is providing free wheat seeds
to these farmers to help them
sow the upcoming Rabi crop.
Mann said the destruction
caused by these floods is un-
imaginable and unprecedented,
as Punjab had never seen such
damage before.

r Cong for peace, prosperity in Punjab’

Addressing a public meeting in support of Congress candidate Karanbir Singh Burj, Warring cautioned people
against any emotional exploitation. He pointed out that now the people of Punjab have seen the rule and working
of all the three governments - the Congress, the Akali-BJP and the Aam Aadmi Party

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Tarn Taran (Punjab), Oct
26: Punjab Congress president
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring,
while campaigning for the Tarn
Taran Assembly bypoll, Sunday
appealed to people to vote for
the party for peace, progress
and prosperity in the state.

Addressing a public meeting
in support of Congress candi-
date Karanbir Singh Burj, War-
ring cautioned people against
any emotional exploitation.

He pointed out that now the
people of Punjab have seen
the rule and working of all the
three governments -- the Con-
gress, the Akali-BJP and the
Aam Aadmi Party.

“You are in the best position to
make the right choice”, he said,
adding, “it is the Congress which
takes along all sections of people
and works for peace, progress
and prosperity for everyone”.

The Punjab Congress pres-
ident claimed that the days of
the AAP government in the
state were numbered as it was
now on its last leg.

He said the ruling party was
in such a “pitiable” condition
that it had to outsource its
candidate from the Akali Dal,
which has already been reject-
ed by the people of Punjab.

“You can well imagine the
plight of AAP that it did not
have anyone from within the

TARN TARAN
BYPOLL

party to fight the bypoll and had
to import it from a party that
has been rejected by the people
long back,” he said.

Warring cautioned people
against the emotive slogans
raised by supporters of one of
the candidates telling them
it is not for the first time that
such people have joined the
electoral fray.

“You know that there is no
benefit in voting for such peo-
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ple as public service is the last
thing on their mind as they
indulge in pointless propagan-
da which serves no purpose,”
he said, while telling voters to
choose someone who will be in
the legislative assembly and not
somewhere else.

Warring, while appealing
to people to elect Congress
candidate Burj, said that it
will be the beginning of a
new era for the progress and

» 4

prosperity of Punjab.

“Let us make a beginning
from Tarn Taran now and
take it forward across Punjab
by 2027,” he said.

Polling for the Tarn Taran
bypoll will be held November
11 and the results will be an-
nounced November 14.

The assembly seat fell va-
cant following the death of
AAP MLA Kashmir Singh
Sohal in June.
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Before the
Assembly
polls, he

(Omar) had said
that he would
retain the seat
where he would &=
get more votes. However, he
left Budgam even after getting
more votes from here

MEHBOOBA MUFTI I OPPN PDP PRESIDENT

In response
‘ to communi- |

ty requests,
a government %
institution would - 4
be named after
Sant Namdev Ji
Mabharaj in the state

NAYAB SINGH SAINI I HARYANA CM

The BJP
‘ and its ally
AIADMK are

estimating that
they can win (the
2026 Assembly
polls) by remov-
ing the names of working class
people, SCs, minorities and
women through SIR

M K STALIN I TAMIL NADU CM

SHORT TAKES

M wanted criminal
held by Delhi cops

New Delhi: The Delhi Police
has arrested a wanted
criminal involved in a recent
armed robbery case was
arrested following a brief
encounter in Delhi's Badarpur
area, an official said Sunday.
The accused, identified as
Himanshu (23), sustained

a bullet injury in his leg
during the exchange of fire
on late Saturday night and
was subsequently taken

to Safdarjung Hospital for
treatment, he said.

Man accused in rape
case beaten to death

Chaibasa (Jharkhand): A
56-year-old man, accused of
raping a mentally challenged
woman, was allegedly
garlanded with slippers,
paraded and beaten to

death in Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum district, police said
Sunday. The incident occurred
Friday night in Devambir
village under the Sonua Police
Station limits when the man
had come out of his house to
relieve himself.

Delhi’s air
quality ‘poor’

New Delhi: Delhi’s air quality
improved to the “poor”
category on Sunday after
remaining “very poor” during
the day, while the minimum
temperature settled at 15.8
degrees Celsius -- the lowest
recorded in October in the
last two years. The city
recorded an Air Quality Index
(AQI) of 292, compared to 324
in the morning.

Man dies as mudslide
flattens houses

Idukki (Kerala): A 48-year-
old man died and his

wife was severely injured
after a mudslide, near

the National Highway
widening work, levelled

at least eight houses at
Mannamkandam in Adimali,
police said Sunday. The
incident occurred Saturday
night. The deceased has
been identified as Biju of
Lakshamveedu Unnathi.

ICG rescues
31 fishermen

Mangaluru (Karnataka):
The Indian Coast Guard said
it rescued 31 fishermen
stranded aboard the fishing
boat IFB Sant Anton-I,
which had been adrift in the
Arabian Sea for 11 days due
to a steering gear failure.
The Goa-based vessel was
reported missing about

100 nautical miles off New
Mangalore, prompting
swift action from the ICG's
Karnataka headquarters.

On this festival, we express
our gratitude to nature.

We worship the rivers and
ponds, and pray for the
well-being of our families.
This festival also conveys a
message of cleanliness and
environment conservation
DROUPADI MURMU | PRESIDENT

ANDHRA BUS FIRE MISHAP

Bike-borne duo drunk: Police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kurnool (Andhra Pradesh),
Oct 26: Andhra Pradesh police
Sunday confirmed that the two
bike-borne persons connected
to the Bangalore-bound bus
fire accident, which claimed
the lives of 19 passengers,
were drunk.

In the wee hours of October
24, the sleeper bus ran over a
two-wheeler, which had already
met in an accident, at Chinna
Tekuru village in Kurnool district.

There were 44 passen-
gers on the bus and several
managed to escape.

The two-wheeler was dragged
forward underneath the bus,
leading to the bursting of its fu-
el tank and subsequent ignition
and intensification of the blaze
with the explosion of the bus’s
two 12 KV batteries.

“We just received the fo-
rensic confirmation that the
two bike-borne persons (Siva
Shankar and Erri Swamy) were
drunk,” Kurnool Range Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) of Po-
lice Koya Praveen told PTI.

Though police were aware
that the duo was in an inebri-
ated condition, they did not
confirm this fact as they were
waliting for forensic evidence.

The DIG on Saturday night
said that the duo had food in a
dhaba and Swamy had admitted
to consuming liquor.

According to police, Shankar
and Swamy had started off on
the two-wheeler from Laksh-
mipuram village around 2 am
October 24 to drop the latter
at Tuggali village in Kurnool
district.

En route, the duo had halted
at the HP petrol bunk near Kia
car showroom to fill petrol at
2.24 am, said Kurnool Superin-
tendent of Police Vikrant Patil.

A video of their halt at the
petrol bunk went viral and
Shankar was seen riding the
two-wheeler rashly.

Shortly after resuming their
journey, the two-wheeler skid-

Jkhand seeks Centre’s
nod to bring 50 bison
from Madhya Pradesh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Medininagar (Jharkhand),
Oct 26: Amid the dwin-
dling population of bison in
Jharkhand’s Palamau Tiger
Reserve (PTR), the state author-
ity has sought permission from
the Centre to bring the animal
from Madhya Pradesh, a forest
official said Sunday.

The authority is planning to
import at least 50 female bisons
to augment its population in the
reserve area, he said.

As per arecent survey report
of bison in PTR, the reserve
area has a total of 68 bisons,
including 33 females, 25 males
and 10 calves, aged between 1.5
years to 4 years.

Most of them are current-
ly concentrated in the Chhi-
padohar and Betla areas. In
1974, the bison population
in the reserve area was esti-
mated to be around 1,500, the
official said.

In the wee
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bus ran over a two-wheeler, which
had already met in an accident, at Chinna
Tekuru village in Kurnool district

ded, resulting in Shankar fall-
ing to his right and hitting the
divider. He died on the spot.

Over the past few days, the
southern state witnessed wide-
spread rainfall, leaving wet and
muddy roads amid inclement
weather.

When Swamy had pulled
Shankar from the middle of
the road and checked him, he
realized that the latter had died
on the spot, Patil said.

Since Shankar’s body was
pulled off the road by

Swamy before the bus could
run over it, it was mostly in-
tact and not burnt like the bus
victims, enabling the forensic
investigation to confirm that he
was drunk, said Praveen.

Following the two back-to-
back accidents and the bus en-
gulfing in a raging fire, Swamy
got scared and left for his native
village of Tuggali.

Later, police picked up
Swamy and questioned him to
unearth crucial details of the
ghastly accident.

Further, Miriyala Laksh-
maiah (42), the driver behind
the wheel during the accident,
told police that he “couldn’t see
until he went near the motor-
bike”.

“The driver’s version was
that visibility was less. ‘I
couldn't see till I went near the

CBI takes over Kar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 26: The CBI
has taken over the probe of the
Karur stampede, in which 41
people were killed during a po-
litical rally of actor-politician
Vijay;s Tamilaga Vettri Ka-
zhagam (TVK), officials said
Sunday.

A special team of the CBI has
already visited the site at Ve-
lusamypuram in Karur, Tamil
Nadu, they said.

Forty-one people lost their
lives and over 60 injured in
the stampede that occurred at
the TVK meeting addressed by
Vijay September 27.

As per procedure, the CBI
has re-registered the FIR of the
state police and also informed
the local court about the devel-
opment, they said.

The case was handed over to
the CBI by the Supreme Court
on a petition filed by Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (T'VK) for an
independent probe.

The apex court directed the
director of CBI to appoint a

motorbike. I couldn’t see at all.
When I heard the sound, I ap-
plied the brakes and pulled over
the bus’,” said the DIG, quoting
Lakshmaiah.

“And when I reversed the
bus, the fire started,” Laksh-
maiah told police, adding that
he alighted through the fire and
woke up another driver Siva
Narayana.

Later, a panicked Laksh-
maiah had left the accident
spot, police said.

The second driver’s version
was that the driver’s side door
got jammed and there was also
fire at the main passenger door.
Narayana told police that they
first broke the emergency door.

Meanwhile, he heard an ex-
ploding sound and thought that
it was a tyre burst, but that was
actually explosion of batteries,
the DIG said.

Later, Narayana broke sever-
al other windows with a jockey
rod and 19 passengers managed
to escape from the bus.

Earlier, the DIG noted that
the explosion of two 12 KV
batteries located behind the
passenger door was the major
cause of the inferno.

Further, he said that the
DNA profiling was complet-
ed for all the 19 bodies and
they were handed over
to their families.

S RS e

Forty-one people lost their
lives and over 60 injured in the
stampede that occurred at the
TVK meeting addressed by
Vijay September 27

‘BJP MP SANJAY JAISWAL GETS
EXTORTION CALL, FIR LODGED’

Senior BJP MP from Bihar, Sanjay Jaiswal,
allegedly received an extortion call with the
threat that his son would be killed if he did
not cough up %10 crore, police said Sunday.
Jaiswal, who is currently the BJP chief whip
in Lok Sabha, received the call Friday, said
SDPO (Bettiah town) Vivek Deep
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CYCLONE MONTHA

AP govt prepares action plan
for relief, ssetial supplies

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amaravati, Oct 26: The
Andhra Pradesh government
has prepared an action plan for
relief and essential supplies in
pre-cyclone preparedness for
Cyclone Montha.

According to the Meteoro-
logical Department, the deep
depression over southeast Bay
of Bengal is very likely to cross
Andhra Pradesh coast between
Machilipatnam and Kalingapa-
tnam near Kakinada October
28 evening. It is located about
780 km east-southeast of Chen-
nai, 830 km south-southeast
of Visakhapatnam, 830 km
southeast of Kakinada, 930 km
south-southeast of Gopalpur,
said the Met Department.

It is expected to move north-

-

People perform rituals during the Chhath Puja festivities, at Babughat, in Kolkata, West Bengal

i As per procedure, the CBI

i has re-registered the FIR

: of the state police and also
: informed the local court

i about the development

senior officer to take over the
investigation and appoint some
other officers for the assistance
of the officer.

The court also set up a
three-member  supervisory
committee headed by former
apex court judge Ajay Rastogi to
monitor the CBI investigation.

A bench, comprising Jus-

tices J K Maheshwari and N V
Anjaria, said the September 27
stampede has left an imprint in
the minds of citizens through-
out the country.

It has wide ramifications
with respect to the life of the
citizens, and enforcing the
fundamental rights of the fam-
ilies who lost their kith and

westwards, then north-north-
westwards, intensify into a se-
vere cyclonic storm by morning
of October 28, and cross Andhra
Pradesh coast in evening.

Maximum sustained winds
are expected at upto 100 kmph,
gusting to 110 kmph along the
coast, with very heavy rainfall
in some districts, it said.

State Civil Supplies Minister

ede case

kin is of utmost importance,
the court said.

Noting the political under-
tones of the case, the court said
top police officers have made
comments before the media
“without having regard for
the gravity of the incident”,
which may create doubt in
the minds of the citizenry re-
garding an impartial and fair
investigation.

“The faith and trust of the
general public in the process of
investigation must be restored
in the criminal justice system,
and one way to instil such trust
is by ensuring that the inves-
tigation in the present case is
completely impartial, indepen-
dent and unbiased.”

“Looking to the fact that the
issue involved certainly has
a bearing on the fundamental
rights of the citizens, the inci-
dent, which has shaken the na-
tional conscience, deserves fair
and impartial investigation.
There cannot be any doubt that
fair investigation is the right of
a citizen,” the bench said.

UK evinces interest in India’s e-courts project

The ambitious
e-Courts project is
currently in its third
phase with an aim to
upgrade the digital
infrastructure of
subordinate judiciary
across the country

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 26: The United
Kingdom has evinced interest
in the e-Courts project that
seeks to digitise entire court
records, and a delegation from
that country would be in the
national capital next week to
interact with top Union law
ministry officials.

The ambitious e-Courts
project is currently in its third
phase with an aim to upgrade
the digital infrastructure of
subordinate judiciary across
the country.

Officials told PTI that a del-
egation from the United King-

dom will visit the Department
of Justice here on November 6
and interact with top officials
and members of the e-commit-
tee of the Supreme Court.

The e-committee is the gov-
erning body charged with
overseeing the e-Courts Proj-

ect conceptualised under the
“National Policy and Action
Plan for Implementation of In-
formation and Communication
Technology (ICT) in the Indian
Judiciary-2005”.

Under the ongoing phase
three of the project, a total of
3,108 crore documents will be
digitised.

As part of Phase-III, the sys-
tem will be migrated to cloud
technology and the cost esti-
mated for providing 25 peta-
bytes (according to existing
requirement) of cloud storage
is %1,205.20 crore.

The project also seeks to es-
tablish and expand the scope
of virtual courts for hearing
of cases by creating a robust
digital infrastructure. A sum
0f%413.08 crore is the cost esti-
mate for establishment of 1,150
virtual courts.

The phase three of the project
was cleared by the Union Cabi-
net in September 2023.

The project also involves in-
tegration of duty holders such
as courts, jails, police stations
and forensic laboratories with
the Inter Operable Criminal
Justice System (ICJS).

Digitisation of court re-
cords also enables processes
to become more environment
friendly by minimising pa-
per-based filings and reduc-
ing the physical movement
of documents.

Besides, virtual participation
in proceedings can reduce costs
associated with court proceed-
ings such as travel expenses for
witnesses, judges, and other
stakeholders, while payment of
court fees, fines and penalties
can be made from anywhere
and anytime.

-

N Manohar said the action plan
covers stock positioning of Pub-
lic Distribution System (PDS)
commodities, fuel inventory
management, paddy procure-
ment steps, food supply to relief
shelters and post-cyclone relief
distribution.

According to officials, 40 per
cent stock movement has been
completed in coastal districts,
and Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) exemption has been
granted for second-stage food
grain movement based on re-
quests from district collectors.

On fuel preparedness, Mano-
har instructed the state nodal
officer and oil marketing com-
panies to fully stock petrol,
diesel and Liquefied Petroleum
Gas (LPG) outlets in vulnerable
districts.
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Top court to hear bail
pleas of Khalid, Imam

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 26: The Su-
preme Court is slated to hear
Monday bail pleas of activists
Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam,
Gulfisha Fatima and Meeran
Haider in the UAPA case re-
lated to the alleged conspiracy
behind the February 2020 riots
in Delhi.

A bench of Justices Aravind
Kumar and N V Anjaria is like-
ly to hear the matter. The top
court September 22 had issued
notice to the Delhi Police and
sought its response.

The activists have moved the
apex court challenging the Delhi
High Court order passed Septem-
ber 2. The high court denied bail
to nine people, including Khalid
and Imam, saying “conspirato-
rial” violence under the garb of
demonstrations or protests by
citizens could not be allowed.

Besides Khalid and Imam,
those who faced bail rejection
are Fatima, Haider, Mohd Sal-
eem Khan, Shifa Ur Rehman,
Athar Khan, Abdul Khalid Saifi
and Shadab Ahmed.

The high court said the Con-
stitution affords citizens the
right to protest and carry out
demonstrations or agitations,
provided they are orderly,
peaceful and without arms, and
such actions must be within the
bounds of law. While the high
court said the right to partic-
ipate in peaceful protests and
to make speeches in public
meetings was said to have been
protected under Article 19(1)(a),
and couldn’t be blatantly cur-
tailed, it observed the right was
“not absolute” and “subject to
reasonable restrictions”.

Khalid, Imam and the rest
of the accused persons were
booked under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and provisions of the
erstwhile IPC for allegedly be-
ing the “masterminds” of the
February 2020 riots, which left
53 people dead and over 700 in-
jured.
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Waqf Act will
into dustbin:

All those who
completed 30
years in the
state will benefit
from this scheme.
Structures that
have completed 15
years as on February 28, 2014 are
eligible for the scheme. The state
government is giving protection to
the houses from litigation

PRAMOD SAWANT | GOA CHIEF MINISTER
Chhath is not
just about ;
faith, it v

symbolises unity,
cooperation and .
our shared cultural
values. Our goal is =

to make it a festival that reflects
cleanliness, culture and good
governance
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of Jammu and o0
Kashmir's eternal | 4
bond with India. A . g

day that reminds

every citizen of the farsighted
leadership, patriotism and courage
of the Maharaja, whose historic
decision ensured that Jammu and
Kashmir became an inseparable
part of Bharat

KAVINDER GUPTA I LADAKH LT GOVERNOR

POST
OF THE DAY

Voting in Bihar

is probably the
easiest choice
anywhere in India.
No other major
party even comes
close to
@cpimlliberation

If they don’t have a candidate

in your constituency, just back
whoever they endorse.

) @DearthOfSid

SHORT TAKES

¥ Three held for attack
on judge’s house in MP

Anuppur: Three men were
arrested Sunday for allegedly
threatening to kill a magistrate,
damaging property and
pelting stones at his residence
in Madhya Pradesh’s Anuppur
district, with police saying it
was a “revenge attack” after
he rejected the bail plea of
one of the accused earlier.

As per the complaint filed by
Judicial Magistrate First Class
and Civil Judge Amandeep
Singh Chhabraof Kotma court,
at around 12:30am Saturday,
a group of persons damaged
property, including a lamp

at the gate and iron fixtures,
before pelting stones into the
courtyard.

M Tiger kills man
in Mysore village

Mysore: Panic has gripped
some villages in Mysuru
district after a tiger killed
another man Sunday, officials
said. The incident happened
near Mullur village in
Saraguru taluk, they added.
According to forest officials,
58-year-old Rajashekar
Murthy, a cattle herder
from Mullur, was attacked
by a man-eating tiger while
grazing his cattle in an open
field in the afternoon.

I Man dies after being
attacked with iron rod

Kolkata: A man died after being
allegedly attacked with an iron
rod following an altercation
during a drinking session

in south Kolkata's Chetla

area, police said Sunday. The
incident took place near Chetla
bus stand on Saturday night
when an argument broke out
among a group of inebriated
persons, which quickly
escalated, and one of them
attacked the man with an iron
rod, a police officer said. Three
persons have been detained in
connection with the murder,

he said. —
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Katihar/Kishanganj, Oct
26: If the INDIA bloc is voted
to power in Bihar, the Waqf
(Amendment) Act would be
"thrown into the dustbin", the
Opposition coalition's CM can-
didate Tejashwi Yadav said
Sunday.

Addressing public rallies in
the Muslim-dominated Kati-
har and Kishanganj districts,
Yadav said his father, Lalu
Prasad, the RJD chief, never
compromised with communal
forces in the country.

"But Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has always supported
such forces, and it is because
of him that the RSS and its
affiliates are spreading com-
munal hatred in the state as
well as in the country. The
BJP should be called 'Bharat
Jalao Party'. If the INDIA bloc
comes to power in the state, we
will throw the Waqf Act into
the dustbin," he said.

The Waqf (Amendment)
Act was passed by Parliament
in April. The ruling BJP-led
NDA has hailed the law as a
step towards transparency
and empowerment for back-
ward Muslims and women
in the community, while the
Opposition has criticised it, al-
leging that it infringes upon the
rights of Muslims.

On Saturday, RJD MLC Mo-
hammad Qari Sohaib stirred
a controversy by stating that
if Yadav becomes the CM of
Bihar, "all bills will be torn
apart, including the Waqf bill",
inviting a barrage of attacks
from their Opposition, who
questioned how a central law
could be changed by the chief
minister of a state.

Yadav, meanwhile, claimed
that this election is a fight to

Mwm

16 rebel leaders
expelled from JD(U)

Patna: Cracking down on rebellion

in the party ahead of the Assembly
elections, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar's JD(U) expelled 16 leaders,
including a sitting MLA and two for-
mer ministers, most of whom have
entered the fray against official NDA
candidates. The expulsions have
been announced in two separate
communications issued, one on late
Saturday and the other on Sunday,
in which the rebel leaders have been
charged with "anti-party activi-
ties" and violation of the ideology
of JD(U). Among those who have
been expelled is Narendra Niraj alias
Gopal Mandal, the sitting MLA from
Gopalpur in Bhagalpur district, who
remains in the news, mostly for
wrong reasons. Mandal had recently
staged a dharna in front of the CM's
residence in Patna when he learnt
that the party was going to drop him
from the list of candidates.

protect the Constitution, de-
mocracy and brotherhood.
"People of the state are tired
of the 20-year-old Nitish Ku-
mar government. The CM is
not in his senses. Corruption
is rampant in each and every
department of the government.
The law and order situation has

WOMAN DOCTOR’S SUICIDE

Will not rest till justice served,
on’t tolerate politics: Fadnavis
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Satara, Oct 26: Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis Sunday said he will not
rest till justice is delivered in
the alleged suicide of a wom-
an doctor in Satara district,
asserting that he also won't
tolerate attempts to politicise
the matter.

During the day, state minis-
ter Pankaja Munde and former
minister Dhananjay Munde
visited the doctor's kin at their
place in Beed district and de-
manded a high-level investiga-
tion into the case.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing and laying the foundation

stone of several development
works at Phaltan in Satara,
Fadnavis said, “An attempt
was made that I don't come for
this programme. Former MP
Ranjitsinh Naik Nimbalkar and
local MLA Sachin Patil's names
were linked to the case. If I had
an iota of doubt, I would have
myself cancelled my visit.”

The CM also said he will not
tolerate attempts to politicise
the doctor's death.

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
Sunday termed the doctor's al-
leged suicide an “institution-
alised murder” and claimed her
death exposes the “inhuman
and insensitive” nature of the
BJP-led government.

The doctor, hailing from
Beed district in the Marathwa-
da region of central Maharash-
tra and posted at a government
hospital in Satara district,
was found hanging in a hotel
room in Phaltan town Thurs-
day night.

he thrown
Teashwi

completely collapsed in the
state," he alleged.

He claimed that the NDA
government has done nothing
for the development of the See-
manchal region.

"If we come to power, we will
set up the Seemanchal Develop-
ment Authority for the overall
development of the region. A
world-class university will be
built here, besides a super-spe-
ciality hospital and a centre of
the Aligarh Muslim Universi-
ty," he said.

Yadav alleged that even after
Kumar as CM for 20 years and
Narendra Modi as PM for 11
years, Bihar has remained the
most backward and poor state
in the country.

"Seemachal is the poorest
region of the state. This is the
time to teach them a lesson," he
added.

The region, comprising Pur-
nia, Araria, Kishnaganj and Ka-
tihar districts, has a significant
Muslim population.

The RJD leader alleged that
the NDA government was copy-
ing the election promises he
was making.

PM Modi: 2026 will be
ASEAN-India year of
maritime cooperation

In a virtual address

at the India-ASEAN
annual summit, Modi
also said that the
grouping is a key pillar
of New Delhi’s Act
East Policy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 26: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Sun-
day pitched for an early review
of the India-ASEAN free trade
pact and said the comprehen-
sive strategic partnership
between the two sides is emerg-
ing as a powerful foundation for
global stability in an era of un-
certainties.

In a virtual address at the
India-ASEAN (Association of
Southeast Asian Nations) an-
nual summit in Kuala Lumpur,
Modi described terrorism as a
“serious challenge” to global
peace and security, and under-
lined the importance of unity
to combat the menace.

The prime minister also
declared 2026 as the “ASE-
AN-India Year of Maritime
Cooperation” and reaffirmed
New Delhi’s strong support to
the grouping’s centrality in the
Indo-Pacific, a region that has
witnessed growing Chinese
military assertiveness. Modi
emphasised that an “early re-
view of the ASEAN-India FTA
(AITIGA) can unleash the full
economic potential of our rela-
tionship for the benefit of our
peoples and further strengthen
regional cooperation”, accord-
ing to the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA). In his remarks,
Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim said there has
been “some real progress” in
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the ASEAN-India Trade in
Goods Agreement (AITIGA)
and that the grouping wants
to conclude it by this year. The
AITIGA came into force over 15
years ago. The ASEAN-India
summit saw both sides discuss-
ing initiatives to strengthen
their comprehensive strategic
partnership, especially in areas
of food security, resilient supply
chain, tourism and education.

The two sides also unveiled a
statement on sustainable tour-
ism, noting that tourism has
become one of the important
drivers for economic growth
for both ASEAN and India.
PM Modi also extended sup-
port for implementation of the
ASEAN-India Plan of Action
to implement the ASEAN-In-
dia Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (2026-2030).

The prime minister also pro-
posed to organise the second
ASEAN-India defence minis-
ters’ meeting and the second
ASEAN-India maritime exer-
cise for a secure maritime en-
vironment. India will continue
its role as a first responder in
times of crisis in the neighbour-
hood, and further strengthen
cooperation in disaster pre-
paredness, he said. Modi also
announced that India will im-
part training to 400 profession-
als in renewable energy, for
supporting the ASEAN power
grid initiative. It was his 12th
participation in the India-ASE-
AN summit.

In his address, Modi congrat-
ulated Timor Leste on becom-
ing the 11th member of ASEAN.

Women winnow grains using traditional method, tossing the grain into the air from winnowing baskets to
separate it from chaff in Nadia district, West Bengal
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Mob attacks customs
officer in his Kolkata
residence; four held

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Oct 26: A Customs
officer was injured when a
mob allegedly barged into his
residence and beat him up, fol-
lowing a reported altercation
with an autorickshaw driver
over rash driving in Rajpur
area near Kolkata, police said.

Four people have been ap-
prehended in connection with
the alleged assault on Customs
Inspector Pradeep Kumar Sat-
urday, they said.

Kumar said he had an alter-
cation with the autorickshaw
driver after the latter's vehicle
dashed against his car.

“Subsequently, a large group
of men broke into my flat, beat
me up and heckled my wife.
As the assault continued, we
thought our end was near,” the
Customs officer claimed.

Kumar said he suffered in-
juries on the forehead, neck
and chin, and was taken by his
colleagues to AIIMS-Kalyani
in Nadia Sunday for further
treatment.

He also alleged that police
did not arrive on time Saturday
even after frantic calls for help.

CCTYV footage from the flat
showed the officer with a blood-
ied forehead, as household ma-
terials lay scattered around.

PTI could not independently
verify the authenticity of the
footage.

A police officer said an in-
vestigation into the incident
is underway, and four people
have been arrested.

"All four were granted bail by
a court in Baruipur. A count-
er case of assault was lodged
against the Customs officer,"
he said.

“‘BJP hijacked local
body polis in Dadra
and Nagar Havel’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 26:The Con-
gress Sunday accused the BJP
of hijacking the local body
polls in Dadra and Nagar
Haveli by conspiring with of-
ficials to get about 80 per cent
of its candidates' nomination
papers rejected.

The Opposition party said it
will raise the matter with the
poll authorities responsible for
local body polls in the Union
Territory of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu, and
also approach the Bombay High
Court on the issue.

Congress' in-charge for Goa,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman and Diu, Manikrao Tha-
kare, alleged that electoral "rig-
ging" is taking place in the UT.

There was no immediate
reaction from the UT election
commission or the BJP on the
Congress' claims.

"A major scam has been
exposed in the local body
elections. Going beyond vote
theft, the entire election has
been stolen in this region. The
BJP planned so well that no
one contested against it, thus
hijacking the entire election,"
Thakare said at a press confer-
ence here.

J'’khand shocker: 5 thalassemia kids get HIV after blood transfusion

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi, Oct 26: Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
Sunday ordered the suspen-
sion of the West Singhbhum
Civil Surgeon and other of-
ficials concerned after five
children suffering from thal-
assemia tested HIV-positive
following blood transfusions.
The action came after the
family of a seven-year-old
thalassemia patient alleged
that the local blood bank in
Chaibasa, the district head-
quarters of West Singhbhum,
had transfused HIV-contami-
nated blood to their child.
During an inquiry by a
five-member medical team
from Ranchi Saturday, four
more children were found to
be HIV-positive.
“Instructions have been
issued to suspend the civil
surgeon of West Singhbhum,

along with other responsible
officials, following reports
of HIV-infected blood trans-
fusion to children suffering
from thalassemia in Chaiba-
sa. The state government will
provide financial assistance
of %2 lakh to each affected
family and will bear the
complete cost of treatment
for the infected children,”
Soren posted on X.

Terming the incident ex-
tremely heartbreaking, the
CM ordered the health de-
partment to conduct an audit
of the blood banks in the state.

“The Health Department
should conduct an audit of
all blood banks located in the
state and submit the report
within five days. Lax arrange-
ments in the health process
will not be tolerated under
any circumstances,” the CM
said in another post.

Following the initial allega-

tion by the child's family, the
state government constituted
amedical team to investigate
how the infected blood was
transfused.

According to officials, ap-
proximately 25 units of blood

HIV Positive

had been transfused to the
child since treatment began
at the Chaibasa blood bank.
District Civil Surgeon Dr
Sushanto Majhee earlier
confirmed that the child had
tested HIV-positive more than

“Instructions have
been issued to suspend
the civil surgeon of
West Singhbhum,
along with other
responsible officials,
following reports of
HIV-infected blood
transfusion to
children suffering
from thalassemia

in Chaibasa ,” CM
Soren posted on X

a week ago. He also said that
HIV transmission could occur
through various means, in-
cluding exposure to contam-
inated needles.

The five-member investi-
gation team, led by Director

of Health Services Dr Dinesh
Kumar, inspected the blood
bank at Sadar Hospital and
the paediatric intensive care
unit, collecting details from
children currently undergo-
ing treatment.

“Preliminary investigations
suggest that contaminated
blood was transfused to a
thalassemia patient. Certain
irregularities were detected
at the blood bank, and offi-
cials have been instructed to
address these issues immedi-
ately,” Dr Kumar stated.

West Singhbhum district
currently has 515 HIV-posi-
tive cases and 56 thalassemia
patients.

The probe team comprised
Dr Dinesh Kumar, Director,
Health Services, Dr Shipra
Das, Dr SS Paswan, Dr Bhagat,
District Civil Surgeon Dr Ma-
jhee, Dr Shivcharan Hansda,
and Dr Minu Kumari.




CATASTROPHIC HURRICANE

Hurricane Melissa rapidly strengthened into
a major Category 3 hurricane as it unleashed
torrential rain in the northern Caribbean and
threatened catastrophic flooding and land-
slides in Jamaica and southern Haiti. US fore-
casters warned that the slow-moving Melissa
is expected to strengthen further and be a
major hurricane when making landfall in

bb | don't think
anything we're

doing with Pakistan
comes at the expense
of our relationship or
friendship with India,
which is deep, historic,
and important

MARCO RUBIO |
SECRETARY OF STATE, US

@ Orissa
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They (US)
promised
they would

never again get
involved in a war
and they are fab- l
ricating a war that

we will avoid

NICOLAS MADURO | PRESIDENT, VENEZUELA

I am not done.
I have lived
my entire

career a life of ser-
vice and it's in my
bones. And there
are many ways to
serve. I've never listened to polls

KAMALA HARRIS I FORMER VP, US

Despite the
‘ various nu-
ances voiced

by the president of
the United States,
we must still be
oriented towards
our interests. Our interests are to
build good relations with all coun-
tries, including the United States

VLADIMIR PUTIN | PRESIDENT, RUSSIA

SHORT TAKES

¥ Three hovercrafts
inducted in Pak navy

Islamabad: Pakistan inducted
three state-of-the-art
hovercrafts in its navy to
augment the naval capability
and strengthen the sea
frontier, while its top military
leaders visited regional
countries to promote defence
ties, according to the army.
The induction of the 2400

TD Hovercraft was carried
out on Saturday during the
visit of the Chief of the Naval
Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf,
to forward posts in Creeks
Area to review operational
preparedness and combat
readiness, a statement by the
Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the media wing of the
army, said.

I Trump slaps 10% hike
in tariffs on Canada

Washington: President
Donald Trump said Saturday
that he plans to hike tariffs on
imports of Canadian goods by
an extra 10 per cent because
of an anti-tariff television

ad aired by the province of
Ontario. The ad used the
words of former President
Ronald Reagan to criticize US
tariffs, angering Trump who
said he would end trade talks
with Canada. Ontario Premier
Doug Ford said he would pull
the ad after the weekend, and
it ran Friday night during the
first game of the World Series.
“Their Advertisement was to
be taken down, IMMEDIATELY,
but they let it run last night
during the World Series,
knowing that it was a FRAUD,”
Trump said in a post on his
Truth Social platform.

Jamaica early next week

Trump headlines ASEAN summit

REUTERS

Kuala Lumpur, Oct 26: The
leaders of Thailand and Cam-
bodia signed an expanded
ceasefire deal Sunday watched
over by US President Donald
Trump, who landed in Malay-
sia for the ASEAN Summit and
to oversee a series of pivotal
trade talks.

Thai Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul and his Cambo-
dian counterpart Hun Manet
signed the agreement at a cease-
fire ceremony in front of a back-
drop covered in US insignia and
the words "Delivering Peace",
building on a truce signed three
months ago.

"This declaration, if fully
implemented, will provide the
building blocks for a lasting
peace, but more importantly, it
will begin the process of mend-
ing our ties," Hun Manet said.
"Our border communities have
been divided by conflict, and in-
nocent civilians have suffered
immense losses."

Trump helped broker an end
to the five-day conflict in July
by calling the then-leaders of
the two countries and urging
them to end hostilities, their
worst fighting in recent history,
or risk their respective trade
talks with Washington being
put on hold.

"The United States will have
a robust commerce and coop-
eration, transactions, lots of
them, with both nations, as
long as they live in peace,"
Trump said.

72 Mo MO

W US prez lands in Malaysia for
first leg of Asia tour

W Thailand-Cambodia sign
ceasefire deal

M US signs critical minerals deals
with Malaysia, Thailand

W Trump says he expects a deal
with China

CHINA NEGOTIATIONS

On arriving in Malaysia,
Trump was greeted by Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim and
a troupe of ceremonial dancers
at Kuala Lumpur International
Airport. He stopped on the red
carpet to dance with the per-
formers before taking a US flag
in one hand and a Malaysian
flag in the other and jumping
into his limousine to travel to
the city with Anwar.

As Trump mingled with oth-
er leaders, US and Chinese ne-
gotiators met on the sidelines

KURAL

UMPUR, MALAYSIA
3
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India cutting back Russian oil
‘completely’, says US president

S President Donald Trump once again claimed that India is going to

stop buying oil from Russia, emphasising that India is cutting back
Russian oil purchases “completely” while China will cut back “very
substantially.” Talking to reporters onboard Air Force One on his way to
Malaysia, Saturday, Trump said that “India is cutting back” Russian oil
purchases “completely.” While responding to a question about raising the
issue of Russian oil with Chinese President Xi Jinping during their meeting,
Trump said he might discuss Russian oil purchases with Xi. “l may be
discussing it, but you know China, you probably saw it today. China's cutting
back very substantially on the purchase of Russian oil,” Trump said. Trump
is set to meet Xi on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) summit in South Korea. The US president and his administration
have been claiming for the past few days that India has assured that it will
significantly reduce its oil imports from Russia. However, India has been
maintaining that its energy policy is guided by its own national interest,
especially ensuring affordable and secure supplies for its consumers.

to avert further escalations in
a trade war between the world's
two largest economies.

US negotiators said the
meeting had built a "success-
ful framework" ahead of talks
between Trump and Chinese
President Xi Jinping in South

\
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Female elephant Mo Mo, second right, eats a cake made of frmts vegetables and sugar canes together with her

friends during a ceremony to mark her 72nd birthday at the Yangon Zoological Gardens Sunday

PTIPHOTO

Amid talks, Pak-Afghan border clash kills 30

REUTERS

Karachi, Oct 26: Five Pakistani
soldiers and 25 militants have
died in clashes near the border
with Afghanistan, the military
said Sunday, as delegations from
both countries met to try to de-
fuse tensions after the deadliest
fighting in years.

The militants tried to cross

over from Afghanistan on Fri-
day and Saturday in Kurram
and North Waziristan districts,
rugged areas along Pakistan's
northwestern frontier, the Paki-
stani military’s media wing said.

It said the attempted infil-
trations cast doubt on the in-
tentions of the government in
Afghanistan in "regards to ad-
dressing the issue of terrorism

emanating from its soil".

In Afghanistan, the Taliban
government's chief spokesman
and the defence ministry did
not immediately respond to a
request for comment on the re-
ported attacks. The Taliban de-
nies accusations of sheltering
militants and says Pakistan's
military operations violate Af-
ghan sovereignty.

o
R

Korea next week. "I think we’re
going to have a deal with Chi-
na," an optimistic Trump told
reporters at the sidelines of the
summit, while China's negoti-
ators said they had reached a
preliminary consensus.
China's stranglehold over

Kurdish PKK militants
withdraw from Turkey

REUTERS

Qandil Mountains, Oct 26:
The Kurdistan Workers Par-
ty (PKK) militant group said
Sunday it was withdrawing
from Turkey as part of a dis-
armament process being coor-
dinated with the government,
pressing Ankara to move
ahead with steps allowing it
to enter politics.

The PKK, which has waged
an insurgency against the
Turkish state since 1984, de-
cided in May to disarm and
disband after a call to end its
armed struggle from its jailed
leader Abdullah Ocalan. The
fighting has killed more than
40,000 people.

In July, the outlawed
group, which is designated
a terrorist organisation by
Turkey, the US and Europe-
an Union, burned some weap-
ons in a symbolic act of good
faith.

In a statement read during
an event in the Qandil Moun-
tains, the group's stronghold
in northern Iraq, the PKK
said it had decided to with-
draw all of its militants from
Turkey to lay the foundations
for a "free, democratic and
brotherly life".

China’s rare golden monkeys debut at European zoos

The golden snub-nosed
monkeys now at zoos in
France and Belgium
are so far the only ones
outside of Asia

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Bejing, Oct 26: With their dis-
tinctive shaggy orange manes,
pale blue faces and dense fur
covering their hands and feet,
it's hard to mistake China's en-
dangered golden snub-nosed
monkeys for any other animal.

These rare and charismatic
monkeys, unique to the frigid
mountains of central China,
have recently joined the coun-
try's famous pandas as furry
envoys to zoos in Europe for the
first time — on loan for 10 years
from the same government-over-
seen group that coordinates offi-
cial panda exchanges.

As with “panda diplomacy”,

¥ k¥

some observers cheer new op-
portunities for scientific and
conservation collaboration,
while others raise concerns
about the welfare of individual
animal ambassadors transport-
ed around the world.

Three golden monkeys ar-

rived at France's Beauval Zoo
in the city of Saint-Aignan this
April, following an agreement
to mark the 60th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the People's
Republic of China and France.

Another trio of golden mon-

keys arrived at the Pairi Da-
iza zoo in Hainaut, Belgium,
in May. The zoo distributed
Belgian and Chinese hand
flags to visitors on the day the
monkeys arrived.

After a month long quaran-
tine, the two sets of monkeys
made their public debuts. So
far, they appear to be in good
health, according to the two
700s, adapting to new climates
outside Asia for the first time.

At Pairi Daiza, the habitat
enclosure for Liu Yun, Lu Lu
and Juan Juan includes tradi-
tional Chinese gazebos with red
columns and gray-tiled roofs,
where the monkeys spend
much of their time jumping
between logs and rope ladders
and scrambling over roofs.

Both giant pandas and gold-
en snub-nosed monkeys are
endangered animals that are
unique to China and they can
only be moved outside the
country with approval from

the central government, said
Elena Songster, an environ-
mental historian at St Mary's
College of California.

While both species are con-
sidered national treasures,
only monkeys have deep roots
in Chinese art and culture, ap-
pearing in countless paintings
and as characters in classic
literature, including the wily
Monkey King in the 16th centu-
ry novel “Journey to the West".

Within China, the golden
snub-nosed monkeys today
live across a swath of central
and southwestern China that
includes parts of Sichuan,
Shaanxi, Gansu and Hubei
provinces. At the Shennong-
jia National Park in Hubei,
conservation efforts since the
1980s have helped increase the
region's population threefold to
around 1,600 monkeys today,
said Yang Jingyuan, president
of the Academy of Sciences at
the park.

global supplies of rare earths is
at the heart of the negotiations,
and Washington has sought to
diversify supply chains.
Within hours of landing in
Malaysia, Trump had finalised
trade agreements with four
countries, including deals in-
volving critical minerals with
Thailand and Malaysia, amid
competing efforts from Beijing
in the rapidly growing sector.

TRADE DEALS

Malaysia Sunday agreed to
refrain from banning or im-
posing quotas on exports to the
United States of critical miner-
als or rare earth elements, the
countries said in a statement.
They did not specify whether
Malaysia's pledge applied to
raw or processed rare earths.

He also announced a wider
trade deal with Cambodia while
the White House said an agree-
ment had also been reached
with Vietnam to allow "both
countries' exporters unprece-
dented access to each other's
markets".

The US would maintain a tar-
iff rate of 19% on most exports
from Malaysia, Thailand and
Cambodia, while a 20% rate on
Vietnam will also be retained,
the White House said.

To the leaders of one of the
regions hardest hit by tariffs,
Trump said: "Our message to
the nations of Southeast Asia
is that the United States is with
you 100% and we intend to be
a strong partner for many gen-
erations."

Suspects arrested over
theft of crown jewels
from Louvre museum

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Paris, Oct 26: Suspects have
been arrested in connection
with the theft of crown jewels
from Paris' Louvre museum,
the Paris prosecutor said Sun-
day, a week after the heist at
the world's most visited muse-
um that stunned the world.

The prosecutor said that in-
vestigators made the arrests on
Saturday evening, adding that
one of the men taken into cus-
tody was preparing to leave the
country from Roissy Airport.

French media BFM TV and
Le Parisien newspaper earlier
reported that two suspects had
been arrested and taken into
custody. Paris prosecutor Lau-
re Beccuau did not confirm the
number of arrests and did not
say whether jewels had been
recovered.

Thieves took less than eight
minutes to steal jewels valued
at 88 million euros ($102 mil-
lion) last Sunday morning.
French officials described how
the intruders used a basket lift
to scale the Louvre's facade,
forced open a window, smashed
display cases and fled.

Beccuau said investigators
from a special police unit in
charge of armed robberies, se-
rious burglaries and art thefts
made the arrests. She rued in her
statement the premature leak of
information, saying it could hin-
der the work of over 100 investi-
gators “mobilised to recover the
stolen jewels and apprehend all
of the perpetrators.”

Russia tests N-powered
Burevestnik missile

The test sends a
message that Russia, in
Putin's words, will never
bow to pressure from
the West over the war in
Ukraine as US President
takes a tougher stance
against Russia to push for
a ceasefire

REUTERS

Moscow, Oct 26: Russia has
successfully tested its nu-
clear-powered Burevestnik
cruise missile, a nuclear-capa-
ble weapon Moscow says can
pierce any defence shield, and
will move towards deploying
the weapon, President Vladimir
Putin said Sunday.

Russia's top general, Valery
Gerasimov, chief of the general
staff of Russia's armed forces,
told Putin that the mis-
sile travelled 14,000 km
(8,700 miles) and was
in the air for about 15
hours when it was test-
ed October 21.

Russia says the
9M730  Burevestnik
(Storm Petrel) - dubbed
the SSC-X-9 Skyfall by
NATO - is "invincible"
to current and future
missile defences, with
an almost unlimited
range and unpredict-
able flight path.

"It is a unique ware which
nobody else in the world has,"
Putin, dressed in camouflage
fatigues at a meeting with
generals overseeing the war
in Ukraine, said in remarks
released by the Kremlin on
Sunday.

Since first announcing the
9M730 Burevestnik in 2018,
Putin has cast the weapon as a
response to moves by the United
States to build a missile defence

Russia tests
nuclear-capable
Burevestnik
missile
-

Missile flew

for 14,000 km,
15 hours

S
Putin says it
can pierce any

missile defences

shield after Washington in 2001
unilaterally withdrew from the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Trea-
ty, and to enlarge the NATO mil-
itary alliance.

Putin said Sunday that he
had once been told by Russian
specialists that the weapon was
unlikely to ever be possible, but
now, he said, its "crucial test-
ing" had been concluded.

He told Gerasimov, a trusted
wartime commander, that Rus-
sia needed to understand how
to class the weapon and prepare
infrastructure for deploying the
Burevestnik.

But the timing of the missile
test - and its announcement by
Putin in fatigues at a meeting at
a command point with generals
in charge of the Ukraine war -
sends a signal to the West and
to Trump in particular.

PUTIN SIGNALS TO WASHINGTON

For Trump, who has cast Rus-
sia as a "paper tiger" for failing
to swiftly subdue
Ukraine, the message
is that Russia remains
a global military com-
petitor, especially
on nuclear weapons,
and that Moscow's
overtures on nuclear
arms control should
be acted on.

Putin's message for
the broader West, af-
ter the United States
moved to provide
Ukraine with intelli-
gence on long-range
energy infrastructure targets
in Russia, is that Moscow can
strike back if it wants to.

After The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported that the Trump
administration has lifted a key
restriction on Ukraine's use of
some long-range missiles pro-
vided by Western allies, Putin
said Thursday that if Russia
was attacked, the response
would be "very serious, if not
overwhelming."
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The monthly
review
meetings with

airlines definitely
help in commu-
nicating, having P
better coordination *
with the airlines and addressing
issues

K RAMMOHAN NAIDU I
CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER

b

India is the
fourth-largest and

among the fastest-growing
markets for Canva globally,
and the popular graphic
design platform hopes to
make it number one market
in the coming years, driven
by strong traction from cre-
ators, students, and growing
use of Al tools

CHANDRIKA DEB | CANVA INDIA HEAD

OLA ELECTRIC BOARD GIVES NOD TO FUNDRAISE

Ola Electric Saturday said its board has approved raising
up to 21,500 crore via an issue of securities. The com-
pany's board has considered and approved a proposal for
raising funds by issue of shares, or convertible securities
including warrants via rights issue, qualified institutional
placement, private placement and/ or any other per-
mitted modes under applicable laws for an aggregate
consideration of up to 1,500 crore, the Bengaluru-based
firm said in a regulatory filing

PV exports rise 18% in Apr-Sept; Maruti Suzuki leads segment

Passenger car shipments
rose to 2,29,281 units in
the period under review,
an increase of 12 per cent
as against 2,05,091 units
in the April-September
period of 2024-25

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

One day, not
‘ too far off, we
will be look-
ing at a situation -t
where there will be -
alternative forms ‘\-f .
of energy, which @
will increasingly matter more to
us in terms of the incremental
demand satisfaction, than fossil fu-
els, or the way we use fossil fuels
itself is going to change
PANKAJ JAIN | PETROLEUM SECRETARY

The visit
‘ comes at a
crucial stage

in the ongoing In-
dia-EU Free Trade
Agreement (FTA)
negotiations, as
both sides intensify efforts to con-
clude a comprehensive, balanced,
and mutually beneficial trade
agreement at the earliest

PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

m Lenskart IPO

- New Delhi: Eyewear retailer
Lenskart Solutions is gearing
up to launch its initial public
offering (IPO) October 31,
aiming to raise ¥2,150 crore
through a fresh issue of shares.
This marks its much-awaited
entry into the public markets.
The company's maiden public
offering would conclude on
November 4, and the bidding
for anchor investors would
open for a day October 30,
according to the Red Herring
Prospectus (RHP). Apart

from the fresh issue, there
would be an offer-for-sale
(OFS) component, in which
promoters and investors would
offload over 12.75 crore equity
shares. Lenskart proposes

to utilise the proceeds from
the IPO for various strategic
initiatives, including capital
expenditure for setting up

new company-operated,
company-owned (CoCo) stores
in India, and general corporate
purposes.

[ CESL tender

New Delhi: State-owned
Convergence Energy Services
Ltd (CESL) will open a mega
tender next month to procure
10,900 electric buses for
cities including Hyderabad,
Surat, Ahmedabad, Delhi

and Bengaluru. This tender
marks a significant milestone
in India's journey toward
sustainable, zero-emission
public transport systems
under the National Electric Bus
Programme (NEBP). This mega
tender encompasses multiple
cities and Union Territories,
including Hyderabad, Surat,
Ahmedabad, Delhi, and
Bengaluru. It covers both AC
and Non-AC buses across
various categories, including
Standard Floor, Low Floor,
and BRT (Bus Rapid Transit)
models.

¥ AlchoBev industry
expects rise in biz

New Delhi: The alcoholic
beverage industry is on a
high, with nearly double-digit
growth in festive season
sales, and now expects an
upswing of around 20 per
cent in the October-December
period, driven by the premium
spirits category. The industry
witnessed a spike in sales
across categories, whether it's
IMFL or Scotch in the whisky
segment, or rum or white
spirits such as vodka, white
rum, gin and tequila in the
almost one-and-a-half-month
festive season, which is now
in its conclusion. This festive
season, the industry has
witnessed higher growth in the
premium category, as well as
in smaller tier Il & Il markets,
alongside the developed
markets.

New Delhi, Oct 26: Passenger
vehicle (PV) exports from India
rose by 18 per cent year-on-year
in the April-September period
with Maruti Suzuki leading
the segment with shipment of
over 2 lakh units, according to
the The Society of Indian Auto-
mobile Manufacturers (STAM)
data.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 26: Gold pric-
es are likely to witness some
consolidation in the domestic
markets next week as investors
brace for a series of key central
bank meetings and global trade
developments, analysts said.

Investors will keenly follow
the US Federal Reserve's (Fed)
policy outcome and remarks
from Fed Chair Jerome Powell
for cues on the interest rate de-
cision. The US President Donald
Trump and his Chinese coun-
terpart Xi Jinping's meeting in
South Korea, and the European
Central Bank's policy review on
Thursday are also expected to
steer the trajectory of precious
metal prices, they added.

“Gold prices closed in neg-
ative for the first time in ten
trading weeks, on profit-book-
ing at recent tops, weakening
physical demand in Asian cen-
tres like India & China, and
further weighed by a stronger
US dollar,” Pranav Mer, Vice
President, EBG Commodity &
Currency Research, JM Finan-
cial Services Ltd, said.

He said physical demand
in India weakened in the lat-
ter part of the week as buyers
trimmed purchases in antici-
pation of a deeper price correc-
tion while lower prices sparked
buying interest in China and
Singapore.

On the Multi Commodity Ex-
change (MCX), gold futures for

Total passenger vehicle ex-
ports in the first half of the cur-
rent fiscal year rose to 4,45,884
units as compared with 3,76,679
units in the year-ago period, an
increase of 18.4 per cent.

Passenger car shipments
rose to 2,29,281 units in the pe-
riod under review, an increase
of 12 per cent as against 2,05,091
units in the April-September
period of 2024-25.

Similarly, utility vehicle
exports to overseas markets
rose 26 per cent year on year to
2,11,373 units in the April-Sep-
tember period of the current
fiscal.

Van shipments rose 36.5 per
cent year on year to 5,230 units
in the first half of the current
financial year.

Maruti Suzuki's exports rose
to 2,05,763 units in the period

AMID RBI MEETS & TRADE

Gold braces for turbulence

December delivery fell by %3,557,
or 2.80 per cent, during a holi-
day-shortened week.

The latest selloff in gold
prices follows profit-taking by
investors amid a record run in
the bullion market.

“Additionally, signs of a thaw
in US-China trade relations and
a possible positive outcome in
trade talks between New Delhi
and Washington have also bol-
stered the risk-off sentiment,
pushing gold prices lower,"
Prathamesh Mallya, DVP - Re-
search, Non-Agri Commodities
and Currencies, Angel One,
said.

On the global front, Comex
gold futures dropped $75.5, or 1.8
per cent, over the week. The yel-
low metal hit an all-time high of
$4,398 per ounce on Monday but
tumbled by USD 266.4, or 6.11
per cent, on Tuesday, marking
its biggest one-day fall in over
a decade.

“Gold witnessed its sharpest
one-day decline in over a decade

Mcap of top 7 firms jumps by Z1.55L-cr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 26: The com-
bined market valuation of seven
of the top-10 most valued firms
jumped by %1,55,710.74 crore
in the holiday-shortened last
week, with Reliance Industries
and Tata Consultancy Services
emerging as the biggest gainers,
amid a positive trend in domes-
tic equities.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark climbed 259.69 points or
0.30 per cent. Thursday, the
30-share BSE Sensex hit its

52-week high of 85,290.06. From
the top-10 pack, Reliance Indus-
tries, Bharti Airtel, Tata Consul-
tancy Services (TCS), State Bank
of India, Bajaj Finance, Infosys,
and Life Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC) were the gainers,
while HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,
and Hindustan Unilever saw
their valuations erode.
Reliance Industries added
346,687.03 crore, taking its market
valuation to %19,64,170.74 crore.
The market capitalisation (mcap)
of TCS jumped by 336,126.6 crore
t0%11,08,021.21 crore.

under review, an increase of
40 per cent as compared with
1,47,063 units in the same peri-
od a year ago

Hyundai Motor India shipped
99,540 units in the April-Sep-
tember period, up 17 per cent
from 84,900 units in the year-

Y

this week, retreating more than
6 per cent as investors booked
profits following a prolonged
record-setting rally. The sell-
off was largely technical, with
prices failing to hold above the
USD 4,300 an ounce level,” Riya
Singh -- Research Analyst, Com-
modities and Currency, Emkay
Global Financial Services, said.

She added that renewed opti-
mism about US-China trade dis-
cussions and a firmer dollar also
capped safe haven flows to gold.

Silver, too, succumbed to
profit-taking after its recent re-
cord-setting rally. On the MCX,
white metal futures for Decem-
ber delivery crashed by 39,134,
or 5.83 per cent.

In the international markets,
silver futures shed 3.02 per cent
in the past week. It had hit a
record of $53.76 per ounce Oc-
tober 17. The white metal suf-
fered losses by over 8 per cent,
marking its steepest one-day
fall since 2021, to touch $47.12
per ounce October 21.

ago period. Nissan Motor In-
dia exported 37,605 units in the
period under review as against
33,059 units in the year-ago pe-
riod.

It was followed by Volkswa-
gen India with shipment of
28,011 units; Toyota Kirloskar

Motor with 18,880 units; Kia In-
dia with 13,666 units and Honda
Cars India with 13,243 units.
SIAM has attributed the
growth in passenger vehicle
exports to stable demand across
global markets, particularly ro-
bust performance in the Middle
East and Latin America.
Reflecting a clear trend of
market diversification, Indian
exporters have registered a
positive growth in 24 countries
during the first half of the cur-
rent fiscal year, even as ship-
ments to the US declined due to
high tariffs in September.
These 24 countries include
Korea, UAE, Germany, Togo,
Egypt, Vietnam, Iraq, Mexico,
Russia, Kenya, Nigeria, Cana-
da, Poland, Sri Lanka, Oman,
Thailand, Bangladesh, Brazil,
Belgium, Italy and Tanzania.

Push for next-gen
communication

Sixth-generation or 6G
technology will be the
next major upgrade in
wireless communication,
following 5G. It is
expected to be 1,000
times faster than 5G, with
almost zero delay in
data transfer

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Oct 26: The
Government is taking
major steps to make the
country a global leader
in next-generation com-
munication technolo-
gies, according to official
data released Sunday.

Building on the rapid roll-
out and adoption of 5G, the
government is now focusing
on developing 6G technology
under its “Bharat 6G Vision,”
which aims to make India a
hub for advanced telecom in-
novation by 2030. According to
the government, India’s 6G vi-
sion is based on the principles
of affordability, sustainability,
and universal access. The goal
is to ensure that every citizen
benefits from high-speed con-
nectivity while promoting in-
digenous research, innovation,
and collaboration with global
partners.

The initiative is closely
linked with the national goal of

VIKSIT
25 Vi\2ig ) bed and the Advanced

building a ‘Viksit Bharat’ (De-
veloped India) by 2047.

Sixth-generation or 6G tech-
nology will be the next major
upgrade in wireless communi-
cation, following 5G. It is expect-
ed to be 1,000 times faster than
5G, with almost zero delay in
data transfer. This will enable
real-time applications such as
remote surgeries, advanced ro-
botics, smart cities, and immer-
sive virtual experiences.

To support the development
of 6G, the government has
launched several initiatives.
It has funded two ad-
vanced testbeds the 6G

Terahertz (THz) Test-

Optical Communication
Testbed to boost research
and innovation.

Additionally, 100 5G labs
have been set up in academic
institutions across India to pre-
pare the ecosystem for 6G and
strengthen collaboration be-
tween industry and academia.

As of now, 104 research pro-
posals related to 6G network
ecosystems have been ap-
proved, aligning India’s R&D
efforts with the global 6G road-
map. The government has also
launched the ‘Telecom Technol-
ogy Development Fund (TTDF)’
to promote indigenous R&D in
telecom technologies.

Sofar, 115 projects worth over
%310 crore have been approved
under the scheme, focusing on
both 5G and 6G technologies.

OVL seeks legal advice post US sanctions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 26: ONGC
Videsh Ltd (OVL) has sought
legal opinion after the United
States imposed sanctions on
a Russian oilfield in which
a consortium of Indian com-
panies holds a 49.9 per cent
stake, sources said.

US President Donald Trump
October 22 announced new
sanctions against two of Rus-
sia's largest oil companies,
Rosneft and Lukoil, in a bid to
pressure Moscow into ending

SANCTIONS
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its war with Ukraine.

As part of these, the US De-
partment of the Treasury's Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control
(OFAC) designated a number

of Russia-based Rosneft and
Lukoil subsidiaries in which
they, directly or indirectly,
held a 50 per cent or more
stake.

The list of subsidiaries
thus blocked includes CJSC
Vankorneft, in which OVL
has a 26 per cent stake, and
an Indian consortium com-
prising Oil India Ltd (OIL),
Indian Oil Corporation (I0C)
and Bharat PetroResources
Ltd, which holds 23.9 per cent.
The remaining 50.1 per cent is
with Rosneft.

Global FMCGs
face disruption

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 26: Multina-
tional FMCG companies selling
soap to soft drinks in the Indian
market reported some impact
on their sales in the Septem-
ber quarter from disruption
owing to GST reforms, along
with unusually heavy rains in
parts of the country, but they
see growth in the coming quar-
ters, helped by favourable mac-
ro-economic conditions.

Leading global markers,
including Unilever, Reckitt,
Heineken, PepsiCo, and Co-
ca-Cola, in their respective
earnings calls, have mentioned
challenges they faced due to
disruptions in trade channels
in September.

“Our emerging market per-
formance is improving; India,
in particular, is very well posi-
tioned over the medium term.
The GST reform has had some
impact in the short-term, but
we believe it is very good news
for 40 per cent of our portfolio
with close to a 10 per cent price
reduction,” Unilever CEO Fer-
nando Fernandez said.

British FMCG major Reckitt
said its net revenue growth in
India was impacted in the Sep-
tember quarter due to the im-
plementation of new GST slabs;
however, it reported volume-led
growth in its germ protection
brand Dettol.

Dutch  brewing major
Heineken NV, which owns
United Breweries Ltd (UBL)
said its India beer volume has
been impacted with a decline
of "mid-single-digit" in the
September quarter of 2025 on
account of unusual heavy rains
in parts of the country during
the monsoon.

However, its organic net rev-
enue grew by a 'mid-single-dig-
it', which is largely supported
by price hikes in some of the
key states along with a portfo-
lio mix. Hienekin CFO Harold
van den Broek said: ”In India,
organic net revenue (beia) 4
grew by a mid-single-digit,
while beer volume fell by a
mid-single-digit, impacted by
the monsoon season. We out-
performed the market.”

American Cola majors Co-
ca-Cola and PepsiCo also re-
ported disruptions from rain in
the September quarter. PepsiCo
Inc Chairman & Chief Execu-
tive Officer Ramon L Laguarta
said the September quarter was
impacted because of weather
conditions. Without naming
any rivals, he said the beverage
market is witnessing competi-
tion that may impact growth in
the next few quarters.

The Coca-Cola Co Chief Op-
erating Officer & Executive
Vice President Henrique Gnani
Braun said on earnings calls
that its volumes declined in
Asia Pacific markets, including
India, due to "Inclement weath-
er" during the monsoon season.
French spirits major Pernod
Ricard CFO Héléne de Tissot.
India sees strong sales growth,
both on Royal Stag and espe-
cially on international brands
led by Jameson. “For the full
year, we are expecting the ex-
cise policy change to continue
to weigh on our overall sales
performance.

Equal work, unequal wages: pay gap persists for gig workers

The report found that nearly half of the workforce believes that the gig workers are paid less than their permanent
counterparts, revealing a persistent disparity that continues to shadow India's festive hiring landscape.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Oct 26: Even as fes-
tive hiring for the year surged,
wage parity between gig and
permanent employees remained
unresolved, with 47 per cent of
respondents believing there is a
pay gap, a report has revealed.

When asked how the hourly
pay of gig or freelance workers
compares to that of permanent
employees for the same role, 11
per cent respondents said earn-
ings were up to 10 per cent less,
23 per cent said wages were 10-
25 per cent lower and 13 per cent
revealed the gap exceeds 25 per
cent, according to the report by
Genius HRTech (formerly Ge-
nius Consultants).

Collectively, the report found
that nearly half of the workforce
believes that the gig workers
are paid less than their perma-
nent counterparts, revealing a
persistent disparity that con-
tinues to shadow India's festive
hiring landscape.

The report by workforce staff-
ing services and HR Solutions
provider is based on a Digipoll
survey among 1,550 profession-
als across industries during
September 1-30, 2025.

The festive economy thrives
on the agility and contribution
of gig workers, yet our data
shows they continue to operate
on unequal terms. The princi-
ple of 'equal pay for equal work'
must extend beyond permanent

B
'r_tc

W

contracts.

Fair compensation,
skill-building, and transpar-
ency are key to creating a

-
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future-ready,
workforce that can truly pow-
er India's seasonal demand,
Genius HRTech Chairman and

motivated gig

Managing Director R P Yadav
added.

The report further revealed
that 73 per cent of respondents
believe that festive gig workers
should receive the same hourly
pay as permanent employees for
identical work, underscoring
a clear sentiment across the
workforce in favour of pay par-
ity.

From the employer's per-
spective, however, most justify
gig-permanent pay gaps by cit-
ing flexibility.

Over 56 per cent of employers
cited the absence of long-term
benefits or obligations as the
main reason, followed by 24
per cent who pointed to short-
term employment duration and

10 per cent who attributed it to
perceived lower skill or training
levels.

However, only 3 per cent have
confirmed there has been no dif-
ference in pay between gig and
permanent employees, said the
report.

When asked about non-mon-
etary benefits that would im-
prove satisfaction among gig
workers, 43 per cent voted for
skill development for future
roles, it said.

This was followed by 31 per
cent preferring flexible shifts,
13 per cent citing transport and
meal facilities, and 9 per cent
calling for career transition
opportunities to permanent
employment, it stated.
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India tops SAAF C’ships

FIELDING A SECOND-STRING TEAM, INDIA ENDED THE CHAMPIONSHIPS
ON TOP WITH 58 MEDALS (20 GOLD, 20 SILVER, 18 BRONZE)

Odisha’s rising sprinter Pratik Maharana bags bronze
in men's 200m event with a timing of 21.44s

A3

-

Odisha’s Sarun Payasingh secures bronze medal
in men's long jump event with a jump of 7.52m

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi, Oct 26: Sri Lanka's
star javelin thrower Rumesh
Tharanga Pathirage lived up
to the expectations as he easi-
ly won gold with a meet record
effort even as India topped the
final medal table in the 4th
South Asian Athletics Feder-
ation (SAAF) Senior Athletics
Championships here Sunday.

India and Sri Lanka shared
the spoils with eight gold each
on the third and concluding
day at the Birsa Munda Stadi-

GOLDEN COMEBACK: The SAAF Senior
Championships have made a return after 17 years,
the last edition being held in Kochi in 2008. India
had also topped the table in 2008 with 57 medals
-- 24 gold, 19 silver, 14 bronze, while Sri Lanka had
accumulated 7 gold, 9 silver, 15 bronze

um. Fielding a second-string
team, India ended the champi-
onships on top with 58 medals
(20 gold, 20 silver, 18 bronze).
Sri Lanka finished second with

Young shuttlers shine

India finish with best medal
haul of two golds, one
silver and two bronzes in
Badminton Asia U17
& U15 C’ships

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chengdu, Oct 26: Shaina
Manimuthu (U15) and Diksha
Sudhakar (U17) clinched gold
medals in their respective age
categories as India registered
their best-ever performance in
the Badminton Asia U17 & U15
Championships 2025 Sunday.

In the U15 girls’ singles final,
Shaina defeated Japan’s Chi-
haru Tomita 21-14, 22-20 before
Diksha Sudhakar got the better
of compatriot Lakshya Rajesh
21-16, 21-9 in the U17 girls’ sin-
gles final.

Diksha also became the first
Indian singles player ever to
win a U17 title at the Junior
Asian Championships. Sun-
day’s results meant that the
India contingent will return
home with two gold, one silver

HISTORIC FEAT

M Diksha now the first Indian
singles player ever to win a
U17 title

M Shaina fourth Indian girls singles
player to clinch the U15 crown

and two bronze medals.

The last time India won two
gold medals was in 2013 when
Siril Verma won the U15 boys’
singles title while Chirag Shet-
ty and MR Arjun claimed the
U17 boys’ doubles crown.

On Sunday, Shaina became
the fourth Indian girls singles
player to clinch the U15 crown
as she dominated Tomita in
the opening game and then
staved off a late challenge in
the second game to close out
the match in 44 minutes. Jag-
sher Singh Khanggura, in boys’
singles, and the mixed doubles
pair of Jangjeet Singh Kajla and
Jananika Ramesh had bagged
bronze medals Saturday after
falling in the semi-finals.

40 medals (16 gold, 14 silver, 10
bronze).

The championships ended
on a pulsating note with the
Indian women's 4x400m relay

Sujeet storms into
final at U23 Worlds

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Novi Sad (Serbia), Oct 26: Su-
jeet Kalkal pulled off a stunning
two-point throw in the dying
moments of his semifinal to
trump Japan's Yuto Nishiuchi
3-2 and secure his place in the
men's freestyle 65kg title clash
at the U23 World Champion-
ships, here Sunday.

Kalkal trailed till the very end
of the bout in which the Japanese
did not let the Indian launch any
attack but for the fag end.

Trailing 1-2 and just three
seconds from the hooter, Kalkal
went for a double leg attack and
managed to throw Nishiuchi off
balance for a winning move in
the last-four clash.

Kalkal has never won a world
title but has two U23 Asian ti-
tles (2022, 2025) and one U20
Asian Championship gold
(2022). Nishiuchi led 2-0 at the
end of first period, scoring a
point on pushout and passivity
of his rival.

Kalkal got on board when
Nishiuchi was put on clock.
Kalkal made two attempts to
make a move but the agile Jap-
anese thwarted both attempts.

Nishiuchi had almost put his
feet in the semifinal but Kalkal
didn't give up and finally got the
decisive move, leaving his rival
crestfallen.

Sujeet had bronze in the
same championships last year
and has bettered the colour of
his medal. He won his first two
bouts by technical superiori-
ty -- against Moldova's Fiodor
Ceavdari (12-2) and Poland's
Dominik Jakub (11-0).

quartet picking up the gold in
the last event with the last-leg
runner Neeru Pathak over-
taking her Sri Lankan rival at
the final stretch after the home
team was trailing Sri Lanka for
most part of the race.

The 22-year-old Pathirage,
who had finished seventh in
the World Championships in
September, dominated the four-
man field with his third-round
throw of 84.29m to clinch the
gold and better the previous
meet record of 75.37m set in the
1998 edition in Colombo.

Pathirage, who had finished
third in the NC Classic javelin
competition hosted and won
by India's two-time Olympic
medallist Neeraj Chopra in
July, has a personal best of
86.50m.

Compatriot Sumedha Ranas-
inghe took the silver with an
effort of 81.62m while India's
Uttam Patil got the bronze with
76.30m. "It was my final event
of the season and it went well
with the gold in my pocket. I
am hoping to improve further
in the next season," Pathirage
said after the event.

Sri Lanka's Mohammad
Yamick ended with sprint dou-
ble as she won the 200m gold
with a time of 23.58 seconds,
adding to the 100m top spot she
had secured on the opening day
Friday.

India's Sakshi Chavan (23.91
seconds) and Neeru Pathak
(245.06 seconds) took the 200m
silver and bronze respectively.

India-B'desh WC clash washed out

SPORTS P12

ASIAN YOUTH GAMES

Odisha’s pride Preetismita
makes weightlifting history

Bahrain 2

POST NEWS NETWORK

Manama (Bahrain), Oct 26:
Weightlifter Priteesmita Bhoi
broke the world youth record in
clean & jerk on way to clinch-
ing gold in the girls' 44kg cate-
gory at the Youth Asian Games,
here Sunday.

The 16-year-old lifted 92kg
in clean & jerk to set the world
youth record, and 66kg in snatch
to aggregate 158kg to take the top
podium spot in the competition.
On a day when Indian lifters in
other weight categories failed
to impress, the teenage athlete
first lifted 87kg in her first at-
tempt in clean & jerk lift.

She improved it by three kilo-
grams in her second lift and fi-
nally successfully heaved 92kgs
for the record.

In snatch, following her suc-

RECORD-BREAKING RUN

B Asian Youth Games (October 2025): At the 3rd Asian Youth Games
in Bahrain, Bhoi won a gold medal in the 44 kg weight category. During
her medal-winning lift, she set new world and Asian records with a 92
kg clean and jerk and a total lift of 158 kg

H Commonwealth Championships (August 2025): At the 30th
Commonwealth Weightlifting Championships, she won a gold medal in
the 44 kg women's category, lifting a total of 150 kg

cessful lift of 66kg, she failed in
her next two attempts of 68kg
and 69kg. Union Education
minister Dharmendra Pradhan
congratulated the Odisha girl
for making India proud.
“Preetismita Bhoi from
Dhenkanal, Odisha makes
India proud at the 3rd Youth
Asian Games 2025 being held
at Bahrain. Bagging Gold Med-
al in the 44 kg category, she
has also scripted a new Asian

IN-FORM PRATIKA RAWAL SUFFERS SERIOUS INJURY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Navi Mumbai, Oct 26: Inces-
sant rains forced the abandon-
ment of India's match against
Bangladesh but the hosts suf-
fered a major injury scare as
opener Pratika Rawal hurt her
ankle and knee while fielding
in an inconsequential Women's
World Cup match here Sunday.

In a rain-truncated 27 overs
per-side contest, India were 57
for no loss in 8.4 overs after re-
stricting Bangladesh to 119/9
when rains intervened again,

forcing the officials to call off
the game. India's target was re-
vised to 126 from 27 overs.

Smriti Mandhana was on 34
not out and makeshift opener
Amanjot Kaur was unbeaten
on 15 when the match ended,
and the two teams shared a
point.

India finished the league
stage with three wins from sev-
en matches and the washout
gave them seven points along
with a fourth-place finish.

Bangladesh leapfrogged Pa-
kistan to move to the seventh

o TEletasico
Curse broken: Real Madrid end Barca’s dominance

Mbappe, Bellingham
strike as Real Madrid
crush struggling
Barcelona 2-1 in
fiery clash

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Madrid, Oct 26: Real Madrid
ended its four-game losing
streak against rival Barcelona
with a 2-1 victory in the first
clasico of the season Sunday.
Madrid won the Spanish
league game with goals by Kylian
Mbappé and Jude Bellingham.
The home victory increased
Madrid's league lead over Bar-
celona to five points after 10
rounds. France forward Mbap-
pé, who failed to convert a sec-
ond-half penalty kick, put Madrid
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ahead halfway through the first  and a goal for the hosts in the

half. That came after the VAR
had reversed a penalty-kick call

—

opening 15 minutes at the Santi-
ago Bernabeu Stadium.

Mbappé opened the scoring
in the 22nd after an assist by
Bellingham. Barcelona equal-

ized through Fermin Lopez in
the 38th and Bellingham netted
the winner in the 43rd.

Mbappé had his penalty kick
saved by Barcelona goalkeeper
Wojciech Szczesny in the 52nd.

There was a brief scuffle be-
tween the bench players from
both teams after Barcelona's
Pedri was sent off just before
the final whistle. The alterca-
tion continued after the game
ended, with Madrid forward
Vinicius Junior and Barcelona
star forward Lamine Yamal —
who was successfully contained
by Madrid defenders — among
those involved. Madrid has won
12 of its 13 matches this season,
with its lone setback a 5-2 loss at
Atletico Madrid in the Spanish
league in September.

It was the third loss of the
season for Barcelona in all
competitions.

Women in Blue,
chasing their maiden
World Cup title, will
take formidable
Australia in the
semifinal Thursday

spot despite having similar
points (3) as their victory in
their previous meet in the
tournament putting them one
place above.

Earlier, Rawal's right foot
got stuck into the turf on the
final ball of the 21st over of the
first innings when she ran in
from deep midwicket to stop
the ball, and collapsed imme-
diately grimacing in pain.

Indian players ran towards
their teammate while a stretch-
er was also taken to the spot,
but Rawal walked off the field
with assistance from the sup-
port staff and even sported a
smile on her face.

All eyes will remain on Raw-
al's recovery as India, chasing
their maiden World Cup title,
will take formidable Australia
in the semifinal here Thursday.

In Rawal's absence, chasing
arevised target of 126 from 27
overs saw vice-captain Mand-
hana walking out in company
of Amanjot, who opened the
innings at this level for the
first time.

Earlier, India restricted Ban-
gladesh for a paltry 119 for nine
in 27 overs after weather forced
reduction of overs.

and World record in Clean &
Jerk with a massive 92 kg lift.
Congratulate her for the re-
cord-smashing performance.
May she continue to shine and
make India proud,” Dharmen-
dra posted on X.

With this performance, India
took its medals tally to 23, includ-
ing three gold, nine silver and 11
bronze. On Saturday, India had
won 17 medals, including two
gold, six silver and nine bronze.

Shortest match in
Ranji Trophy history:
Services beat Assam

AGENCIES

Tinsukia, Oct 26: The Ranji
Trophy 2025-26 delivered an
unprecedented spectacle as
Assam and Services clashed
in what became the shortest
completed match in the tour-
nament’s history — wrapping
up in just 90 overs.

The two-day encounter at
the Tinsukia District Sports
Association Ground, Ka-
chujan, witnessed dramatic
collapses, two hat-tricks in a
single innings and 32 wickets
falling in breathtaking succes-
sion.

Services clinched a com-
manding eight-wicket victory
after dismantling Assam twice
inside two days. Assam’s bat-
ting lineup endured a night-
mare in their first innings,
skittled out for just 103 runs
in 17.2 overs.

The destruction was spear-
headed by Arjun Sharma
(5/46) and Mohit Jangra (3/5),
both of whom achieved hat-
tricks in the same innings - a
feat never before witnessed
in Ranji Trophy or first-class
cricket history.

Chasing just 71 runs for vic-
tory on the second morning,
Services sealed the match in
13.5 overs, finishing at 72/2,
with Riyan Parag picking up
both wickets.

The one-sided result
capped a record-breaking,
whirlwind contest that de-
fied conventional first-class
expectations.

Sevens Trophy

Polo Cup

Argentina 10-9 in the KogniVera

India in semis of Asia Rugby Emirates

Muscat: The Indian men's rugby team
has made it to the semifinals of the

Asia Rugby Emirates Sevens Trophy
following an impressive opening day of
the tournament. After a fighting 14-10 win
over Lebanon in the opener, India maintained momentum with a 26-5
victory against Afghanistan, and went on to secure a commanding
21-7 win over Iran in the quarter-final. With three wins from three
matches, India face Saudi Arabia in the semifinal Monday. A win will
not only send the team into the final but also seal a historic promotion
to Division 1 - the Asia Rugby Sevens Series - for the first time ever.

India beat Argentina at International

New Delhi: Hosts India edged past

International Polo Cup at the iconic Jaipur
Polo Ground here Sunday. India were led
by Sawai Padmanabh Singh of Jaipur.
From precision strikes to strategic plays,
the match embodied the very essence

of international polo with passion, power, and partnership. "Winning
against Argentina is an incredible moment for all of us. Every player gave
their best, and the energy from the stands pushed us even further. It's a
proud day for Indian polo," India captain Simran Singh Shergill said.
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