
Evolving perspective Russian refi neries hit UCG for mines auction Eyes on SKY 
Expressing her delight, actor 
Tamannaah Bhatia talks about 
the evolving representation of 
women in fi lm industry

 

Ukraine’s strikes on refi neries 
inside Russia have reduced 
Moscow’s oil refi ning capacity 
by 20 per cent

Govt to bring in underground coal 
gasifi cation (UCG) specifi c provisions 
within the auction framework in the 
upcoming sale of mines 

Captain Suryakumar Yadav 
will nudge batter in him to 
take centrestage in opening 
T20 International today
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

As a trusted ally, you must 
campaign for us—especially 
in seats where we’re having 

friendly fi ghts

AGENCIES

Guwahati, Oct 28: Tucked 
away on the banks of the 
Brahmaputra River, about 
40 km from Guwahati in As-
sam, lies the village of May-
ong. Once shrouded in myth 
and mystery, it is now wide-
ly known as India’s “Black 
Magic Capital”.

A curious blend of ancient 
manuscripts, ritual tools, 
and a museum dedicated 
to preserving this unusual 
heritage. The story is less 
about dramatic spells and 
more about a place learning 
to curate its own identity.

Mayong has long held a 
reputation for its associa-
tion with the occult. Many 
locals believe that the so-

called “magicians” of the 
area, called Oja or Bez, have 
inherited a tradition of heal-
ing spells and rituals passed 
down within families.

The folklore is rich: tales 
of ancient armies disappear-
ing overnight, bold rulers 
unable to capture the land, 
and even the legendary 
Ghatotkacha from the epic 
Mahabharata being taught 
magic here. For decades, the 
practices remained largely 
secretive and local.

Yet when visitors from 
other part of the country 
(and even other countries) 
began to turn up, the vil-
lage’s image started shifting: 
from feared to fascinating.

At the heart of this trans-
formation is the museum: 

Mayong Central Museum 
and Emporium (also re-
ferred to as the Village Mu-
seum and Research Centre). 
Initially a modest collection, 
it has grown into a reposito-
ry of artefacts that document 
Mayong’s colourful past.

The collection includes 
ancient manuscripts 
(“mantra puthis”) dating 
from about the 13th to 19th 
centuries, written on tradi-
tional materials like xasi pat 
(bark parchment) in now-ra-
re scripts.

Weapons and tools such 
as large swords (similar to 
those used in human sacri-
fi ce rituals) have been un-
earthed around the village 
and displayed to hint at a 
darker past.

Mayong may conjure im-
ages of spells and sorcery – 
but what really stands out 
is how this small village has 
turned its unique legacy in-
to something tangible.

Through the Mayong Cen-
tral Museum and Emporium, 
history, myth and culture 
meet. Visiting Mayong is not 
just about witnessing “black 
magic” – it’s about seeing 
how a community chose to 
preserve its past, open it to 
the world, and reclaim its 
story on its own terms.

Mayong: The ‘black magic capital’ of India 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 28: The 
Delhi government, in col-
laboration with IIT-Kan-
pur, conducted the fi rst 
cloud-seeding trial in parts 
of Delhi Tuesday, with more 
such exercises planned over 
the next few days, Environ-
ment Minister Manjinder 
Singh Sirsa said.

According to offi cials, the 
aircraft took off from Kan-
pur for Delhi and covered 

areas like Burari, north 
Karol Bagh and Mayur Vi-
har before landing at the 
Meerut Airfi eld.

“The Cessna aircraft took 
off from Kanpur. It released 
eight fi re fl ares and the trial 
lasted for half an hour,” Sir-
sa said in a video statement.

The minister said that 
IIT-Kanpur has opined that 
rain could happen within 15 
minutes to 4 hours after the 
trial. The second trial will 
be conducted later in the day 

in outer Delhi, he said, add-
ing that nine to ten trials are 
planned over the next few days.

“This is a huge step taken 
by the government to miti-
gate pollution. If trials are 
successful, we will prepare a 
long-term plan,” Sirsa added.

The trial, aimed at inducing 
artifi cial rain to tackle air pol-
lution in the capital, is part of 
the Delhi government’s broad-
er strategy to mitigate deteri-
orating air quality during the 
winter months.

Cloud-seeding trial in Delhi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 28: Near-
ly 900 square kilometres of 
land across fi ve megacities 
in India, including Del-
hi-NCR, could be subsiding, 
exposing 19 lakh people to 
subsidence rates of more 
than four millimetres a 
year, a study has estimated.

Researchers, including 
those from the US’ Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and 
State University, analysed 
satellite data gathered from 
2015 to 23 and found over 2,400 
buildings are already at high 
risk of structural damage.

Land subsidence can com-
pound threats from fl ooding 
and earthquakes. When the 
ground beneath a city sinks 
unevenly, it can weaken 
foundations, damage utility 
lines, and amplify structur-

al vulnerability, they said.
More than 23,500 build-

ings could face very high 
structural damage in the 
next 50 years, should cur-
rent subsidence rates con-
tinue, fi ndings published 
in the journal Nature Sus-
tainability show. Buildings 
in Mumbai, Kolkata and 
Bangalore were also looked 
at in the study.

Excessive groundwater 
use is among the major fac-
tors contributing to land 
subsidence in the cities 
studied, with the weight of 

buildings in densely built-
up areas adding to the ob-
served subsidence, lead 
author Nitheshnirmal Sad-
hasivam, a graduate student 
at Virginia Polytechnic In-
stitute and State University, 
told this agency.

Further, “Delhi-NCR exhib-
its the highest susceptibility 
to differential settlement-re-
lated building damage risk, 
based on our analysis of cur-
rent subsidence rates and 
undefended future projection 
scenarios,” he said.

By 2030, New Delhi is pro-
jected to surpass Japan’s 
Tokyo as the world’s largest 
megacity and India is ex-
pected to see two addition-
al megacities emerging, the 
authors said in the study.

The country’s popula-
tion, estimated to grow 
at 0.92 per cent as of 2024, 

could worsen the severe wa-
ter scarcity in many urban 
areas, they added.

The analysis, which 
looked at more than 13 mil-
lion buildings and 80 mil-
lion people across the fi ve 
megacities, “reveals 878 
square kilometres of land 
subsiding, exposing nearly 
1.9 million people to subsid-
ence rates of more than four 
millimetres per year”.

Widespread subsidence 
was seen in the cities, with 
the highest rates of up to 51 
millimetres per year seen in 
New Delhi, followed by 31.7 
millimetres per year in Chen-
nai and more than 26 millime-
tres per year in Mumbai.

Kolkata noted the highest 
subsidence rate of 16.4 mil-
limetres per year, while 6.7 
millimetres per year was 
seen in Bengaluru.

Land subsidence to 
hit 19L in 5 top cities

CYCLONE IMPACT: Communications on National Highway-326(A) passing through Anagha panchayat in R Udayagiri block of Gajapati district was disrupted following 
cyclonic storm ‘Montha’ induced landslide on the adjoining hill Tuesday  OP PHOTO 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New  Delhi, Oct 28: The 
Supreme Court Tuesday 
came down heavily on the 
National Medical Commis-
sion (NMC) for failing to en-
sure payment of stipends to 
medical interns across the 
country.

A bench comprising 
Justices Aravind Kumar 
and NV Anjaria expressed 
strong displeasure over the 
NMC’s inaction, observing 
that medical interns often 
work for more than 18 hours 
a day and that payment of a 
stipend was “the bare min-
imum they deserve”.

“The conduct of the NMC 
requires to be deprecated in 
as much as the payment of 
the stipend to the interns 
has been pending since long 
before this court, and yet 
the NMC seems to be drag-
ging its feet without any 
serious consideration,” the 
bench said and asked the 
apex regulatory body for 
medical education to wake 
up from its slumber.

SC raps NMC over 
non-payment of 
stipend to medicos

Amazon to cut 14K 
corporate positions 
Seattle (AP): Amazon will cut 
about 14,000 corporate jobs 
as it ramps up spending on AI 
while trimming expenditure. 
In June CEO Andy Jassy, who 
has aggressively sought to cut 
costs since becoming CEO in 
2021, said that he anticipated 
generative AI would reduce 
Amazon’s corporate workforce 
in the next few years. Jassy 
said at the time that Amazon 
had more than 1,000 generative 
AI services and applications in 
progress or built.  P11

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct 28: The Cab-
inet on Tuesday approved 
the terms of reference of the 
8th Pay Commission, which 
will benefi t 50 lakh central 
government employees and 
69 lakh pensioners and will 
have implications on the 
emoluments of the staff of 
state governments.

The recommendations of 
the Commission, to be head-
ed by former Supreme Court 
judge Ranjana Prakash De-
si, are likely to be effective 
from January 1, 2026.

The commission will sub-
mit its report in 18 months 
and interim reports as and 
when they are fi nalised. The 
announcement comes ahead 
of Bihar state elections, 
which will be held between 
November 6 and 11.  P8

Cabinet approves 
ToR of 8th pay panel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amaravati/Bhubaneswar, 
Oct 28:  Severe Cyclonic 
storm Montha Tuesday 
crossed the coast off Andhra 
Pradesh, causing disrup-
tions in the southern state, 
while the impact was also 
felt in neighbouring Odis-
ha, where normal life was 
affected in 15 districts.

The landfall process start-
ed around 7 pm, the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) said, adding that the 
weather system in the Bay 
of Bengal will cross Andhra 
Pradesh coast between 
Machilipatnam and Kalin-
gapatnam around Kakina-
da. Under the infl uence of 
the storm Montha, which 
means a fragrant fl ower 
in Thai, Nellore district in 
Andhra recorded the highest 
amount of rainfall Tuesday.

In Odisha, Montha 
brought heavy rain in coast-
al and southern districts, 
causing landslides and dam-
aging houses besides uproot-
ing trees, offi cials said.

The preliminary reports 
of damages were received 
from eight southern Odis-
ha districts of Malkangiri, 
Koraput, Rayagada, Gajapa-
ti, Ganjam, Kandhamal, Ka-
lahandi and Nabarangpur.

Normal life, however, was 
affected in a total of 15 dis-
tricts in the region. A report 
from Anaka Gram Pancha-
yat in Gajapati district said 
big boulders fell from near-
by hills, blocking roads to 
fi ve villages.

“The place was earlier 
identifi ed as landslide land-
slide-prone area. Therefore, 
arrangements have been 
made for early clearance 
of the blockade,” said Bal-
akrushna Mallick, a local 

panchayat functionary. 
Trees were uprooted in Gun-
upur, Gudari and Ramnagu-
da areas of Rayagada district.

A report from Mohana in 
Gajapati district said a mud-
walled house collapsed due 
to incessant rains, injuring 
one person. The tin roof of a 
house in the area was blown 
away in strong winds, an of-
fi cial said.

MONTHA makes 
landfall at Kakinada
Normal life affected in 15 Odisha dists

No major impact: CM 
Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi Tuesday 
said Odisha escaped major dam-
age from severe cyclonic storm 
Montha, which made landfall 
on the Andhra Pradesh coast 
around 7 pm, bringing relief to 
the state even as precautionary 
measures remained in force.
Majhi, who reviewed the post-
landfall situation at the State 
Disaster Management Authority 
(SDMA) control room here, said 
there were only reports of minor 
landslides and uprooting of trees 
in some areas. “Barring some 
stray cases of landslide and 
tree felling, there has been no 
major incident even after three 
hours of landfall. The damages 
reported so far are much less 
than our anticipation,” Majhi 
told reporters, thanking Lord 
Jagannath for sparing the state 
from a major calamity. The CM 
spent over an hour at the SDMA 
control room, taking feedback 
from collectors of eight southern 
districts, where a ‘red alert’ 
had been issued in view of the 
cyclone. Majhi said the state was 
keeping close watch as Montha 
moved inland while adding that 
17,817 people had been evacu-
ated to more than 2,000 cyclone 
shelters against the initial target 
of 32,000. “The major relief is 
that there has been no report of 
any casualty so far,” he said. A 
total of 2,198 pregnant women 
were shifted to hospitals and an-
other 651 identifi ed for possible 
transfer if required, he added.
Majhi said 153 rescue teams 
comprising personnel from 
NDRF, ODRAF and Fire Services 
would remain stationed in vul-
nerable districts until the system 
completely moved out of the 
state.  MORE P3

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tel Aviv, Oct 28: Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said Tuesday 
he has ordered the army to 
immediately carry out “pow-
erful strikes” in Gaza, and 
Hamas responded by saying 
it would delay handing over 
the body of a hostage, putting 
new pressure on the tenuous 
US-brokered ceasefi re.

The order from Netanyahu 
follows heightened tensions, 
as Israel reported Hamas 
fi ring on its forces in south-
ern Gaza and after Hamas 
returned a set of remains 
that Israel said belonged to 
a hostage recovered earlier 
in the war. Netanyahu called 
the return a “clear violation” 
of the ceasefi re agreement, 
which requires Hamas to 
return all Israeli hostage 
remains as soon as possible.

Netanyahu orders 
strikes in Gaza



Mumbai: Actress Nikita Dutta recently shared her dream 
of working with Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan.

Expressing her admiration, the Kabir Singh actress, 
while speaking to this news agency, revealed that it has 
been her long-standing wish since the beginning of her 
career to share screen space with SRK. Calling him her 
“one and only” dream co-star, Nikita said that her desire 
to work with Shah Rukh remains as strong as ever.

When asked about her dream co-star, actress Nikita 
Dutta stated, “Without a doubt, Shah Rukh Khan. It has 

been my dream since I started working in this industry. 
It’s still the same — one and only Shah Rukh Khan!.”

Furthermore, speaking about her transition from 
television to fi lms, Nikita shared that the shift hap-

pened gradually and with careful choices. She ex-
plained, “The switch I was eagerly waiting for came 
with Kabir Singh. That fi lm gave me immense love 
and recognition from the audience. Everywhere 

I went, people appreciated my work. It will 
always remain a special fi lm for me because 
it was my fi rst big step into cinema and 
brought me unforgettable memories.”

Nikita is known for her stint 
in projercts like Gold, 

Kabir Singh, 
The Big 
Bull, 
the 
super-

nat-
ural 

hor-
ror 
Dyb-

buk, 
and web se-

ries, Khakee: The 
Bihar Chapter.

 IANS

Nikita’s 
desire

Zareen reveals her bucket list
Mumbai: Actress Zareen 
Khan, known for her vibrant 
screen presence and hones-
ty, recently shared her deep 
love for travel, revealing her 
favourite destinations and 
dream getaways. For Zareen, 
travel is about curiosity and 
self-discovery rather than 
following trends. “I book 
destinations on the basis of 
where I want to go,” she said, 
emphasising her spontaneous 
and instinctive approach.

Within India, Zareen’s list 
refl ects a mix of serenity and 
adventure — Goa, Manali, 
Punjab, Kashmir, and Ladakh 
top her favourites. She also ex-
pressed her desire to explore 
the North East, a region she 
hasn’t yet visited but hopes to 
soon. Her fondness for India’s 
diverse landscapes highlights 
her appreciation for natural 
beauty and cultural richness.

Zareen’s wanderlust ex-
tends far beyond India’s 
borders. “Internationally, of 
course, I want to visit Dubai, 
London, Egypt, and Greece,” 
she shared, naming destina-
tions that combine luxury, 
history, and romance. Each 
place, she said, represents 
a different side of her — 
the dreamer, the adven-
turer, and the explorer.

Admitting she’s yet to 
take a solo trip, Zareen 
said her ultimate goal 
is simple yet profound: “I 
want to travel the whole world 
before I die.” Her passion re-
minds fans that the best jour-
neys 
begin 
from the 
heart.

AGENCIES

This day, you can’t afford 
to take chances with your 
health, says Ganesha. If there 
is the least sign or symptom of illness, go 
consult a doctor straight away. As you are 
going to be unusually prone to injuries and 
infections, it is advisable that you stay at 
home. Over exertion is bound to weaken 
you and affect your physical condition. 

Analysing other people’s minds 
and thoughts will be your fa-
vourite pastime today. You will 
fi nd yourself thinking about your family life, 
security and fi nancial issues. Your sensitivity 
and emotional nature will endear you to 
many, and they will bestow their love and 
affection upon you, says Ganesha.

You may experience some 
tension trying to stay ahead 
of your busy schedule. You 
will need to maintain your mental and 
physical health. Important meetings will 
conclude succesfully, but they may leave 
you fatigued at the end of the day. Find 
ways to unwind, says Ganesha.

Today you will fi nd yourself 
overfl owing with ideas. You 
have a soothing touch, the 
hands of a healer, and so you will be 
able to help many people, says Ganesha. 
You will be very considerate, and your 
mind-reading abilities will work wonders 
both for you and your loved ones.

Suddenly, you become 
conscious about your looks 
today, says Ganesha. How 
you look, how you dress-up and the 
way you walk, all becomes a matter of 
concern for you. All prim and proper, you 
imagine yourself to be the best. Besides 
makeover, splurging is another activity 
that you indulge in.

Dark and gloomy shall be 
your temperament for most 
part of the day today. But 
the afternoon may just see the skies 
clearing. The apparent mood change, 
says Ganesha; will mainly be because 
of good news from abroad and business 
profi ts from your partner.

You have taken your personal 
relationships for granted but 
some irregularities in them 
have caught your attention. Now, you 
will focus upon them and try to get to the 
heart of the matter, feels Ganesha. 

You have done backbreaking 
work to come this far. Today, 
you will see your efforts 
come to fruition. But, you need to be 
aware about the presence of the green-
eyed people around you, especially if you 
are in some kind of a business, warns 
Ganesha. Take care of your health.

Today you will be attracted 
by the heart and not the 
mind. This is usual for your 
star sign. Attempt to understand your 
emotions today. Ganesha says today you 
might fi gure out the way to control both 
your heart and your mind.

Ganesha says that you will 
behave unlike your nature 
and take a more serious 
attitude towards life. This is unlike you 
but your seriousness will give you the 
opportunity to take up further responsi-
bilities that will prove to people that you 
can be responsible too. 

The mundane will bring 
contentment to you today, 
and you will rather spend the day doing 
routine stuff. It looks set to be an ordi-
nary day, but then you can always fi nd 
thrill even in routine activities. Work will 
keep you on your toes through the day, 
but then as the day drags ahead, you may 
feel a tab bored. 

You will be very logical and 
rational today, as creativity 
is put on the back-burner. 
The situation at your workplace will be 
full of challenges, but you will take them 
head-on. Later, all the stress will be 
mitigated by the soothing touch of your 
loved ones, says Ganesha.
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GLEN POWELL THINKS 
FAME IS EXHAUSTING

AMBIKA MOD TALKS 
ABOUT ONLINE HATE

Actor Glen Powell fi nds fame exhaust-
ing, preferring the collaborative en-
vironment of a movie set to the chal-
lenges of “real life.” He has moved 
back to Texas to be closer to family and 
friends, acknowledging the inevitability 
of potential scandals in his career.

Actress Ambika Mod, celebrated for her 
role in One Day, revealed a desire to quit 
social media due to overwhelming nega-
tivity post-fame. She shared the immense 
pressure faced by brown women in the in-
dustry, often needing to work signifi cantly 
harder for fewer opportunities.
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Mumbai: Actor Ta-
mannaah Bhatia 
recently refl ected 
on the evolving 
representation 
of women in cin-
ema, expressing 
her delight that 
the industry is now 
embracing actress-
es in their 30s with 
more depth and re-
spect. 

She shared that 
when she began her 
career, she had a 
“10-year plan,” be-
lieving her journey 
would end in her 
thirties with mar-
riage and family. 
“Back then, wom-
en rarely appeared 
on screen beyond 
a certain age,” 
she said. “But by 
the time I reached 
my late twenties, I 

truly found myself, and fortu-
nately, the industry also be-
gan creating layered, mean-
ingful roles for women.” Ta-
mannaah praised this shift as 
a global phenomenon, adding 
that ageing should be seen as 
a “beautiful process” rather 
than something to fear.

Up next, Tamannaah will 
be seen alongside Shahid Ka-
poor in Vishal Bhardwaj’s O' 
Romeo, a gritty gangster dra-
ma slated for release in late 
2025 or early 2026. She will 
also star opposite Sidharth 
Malhotra in Vvan — Force 
of the Forest, a mythological 
folk thriller by Balaji Motion 
Pictures and TVF. Addition-
ally, she will reportedly play 
Rakesh Maria’s wife in Ro-
hit Shetty’s upcoming Cop 
Universe fi lm and may join 
Anees Bazmee’s comedy se-
quel No Entry 2 starring Var-
un Dhawan.

 AGENCIES

Tamannaah 
on evolving 

image of women

Mumbai: Yami Gautam Dhar, who has carved a niche 
for herself with versatile roles across genres, recent-

ly addressed being labelled a “nationalist” due to her 
choice of fi lms. Known for her journey from television to 

impactful performances in Bala, Kaabil, Uri: The Surgical 
Strike, and Article 370, the actress shared her perspective at 
the trailer launch of her upcoming courtroom drama Haq, 
inspired by the landmark Shah Bano case.

Responding calmly to the label, Yami said, “I don’t 
know about any label. People always fi nd something to 
say — fi rst it was ‘underrated,’ now it’s something else. 
It keeps changing. I don’t get into that.” She explained that 
her fi lm choices are guided purely by instinct and storytell-
ing strength rather than public perception. “If a story is 
worth telling, I follow it. Haq tells the story of a woman 
who needed immense strength and courage, and if I get 

to portray such women, I will,” she added.
Highlighting her bond with audiences, Ya-

mi said, “The audience matters most. They 
should feel the story is worth their time and 
money.” Directed by Suparn Verma, Haq 

releases November 7, 2025, marking Ya-
mi’s fi rst collaboration with Em-

raan Hashmi.
 AGENCIES

Yami unfazed 
over ‘nationalist’ tag 
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Bhubaneswar, Oct 28: Oppo-
sition Biju Janata Dal (BJD) 
Tuesday questioned the recent 
posting of senior IPS offi cer HK 
Lal as Inspector General of 
Police (Southwestern Range), 
Koraput, which covers the 
Nuapada Assembly segment, 
where a bypoll is scheduled 
for November 11.

In a petition submitted to 
Chief Electoral Offi cer RS 
Gopalan, the regional party 
sought the withdrawal of the 
appointment order, citing that 
it was issued during the period 
when the model code of con-
duct (MCC) was in force.

“We most respectfully urge 
your good offi ce to revoke 
the appointment of Lal as IG, 
Southwestern Range, Koraput, 
with immediate effect, and to 
ensure the deployment of im-
partial and independent offi -
cers in all positions connected 
with the conduct of the byelec-
tion in Nuapada Assembly con-
stituency, so that the electoral 
process remains free, fair, and 
credible,” the BJD said.

The BJD alleged that the 
posting of Lal to Koraput, 

which has jurisdiction over 
Nuapada district, appeared to 
be a ‘deliberate and motivated’ 
act aimed at leveraging his per-
ceived political loyalty to the 
ruling party.

The BJD also expressed con-
cern over the timing of leave 
of Kanwar Vishal Singh, the 
previous Southwestern Range 
IG. Singh is reportedly on 
leave till November 15, while 
the counting of Nuapada bye-

lection votes is scheduled for 
November 14.

“Such timing of his leave, 
coinciding precisely with the 
election and counting peri-
od, raises strong suspicion 
among the public and creates 
a perception that this was de-
liberately arranged to facilitate 
the posting of Lal in his place 
for reasons not consistent with 
maintaining neutrality during 
the electoral process,” the pe-

tition said.
The BJD further alleged that 

during Lal’s earlier posting as 
IGP, Northern Range, Sambal-
pur, he had misused govern-
ment machinery to infl uence 
voters in favour of the BJP 
during the Assembly and Lok 
Sabha elections held in 2024.

“His conduct during that 
period had raised serious ap-
prehensions regarding his 
neutrality and adherence to 
the directives of the Election 
Commission of India,” the par-
ty said.

In another petition, BJD ac-
cused BJP of violating the MCC 
and the provisions of the Rep-
resentation of the People Act, 
1951, during the campaign for 
the Nuapada Assembly byelec-
tion.

“It has come to our notice 
that Pravati Parida, Deputy 
Chief Minister of Odisha, has 
engaged community resource 
persons (CRPs) from neigh-
bouring districts as well as 
Mission Shakti workers (Jee-
vika Mission) for political 
campaigning in favour of the 
Nuapada Assembly BJP candi-
date Jay Dholakia,” the party 
alleged.
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Ferris wheel being 

assembled at Bali Yatra 
Lower Ground in 

Cuttack, Tuesday
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Bhubaneswar, Oct 28: As 
corruption weakens the foun-
dation of governance, fi ghting 
it is not just a duty, it is a mor-
al responsibility of all, Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi said at the state-level Vig-
ilance Awareness Week 2025 
held at Lok Seva Bhawan here 
Tuesday.

“When corruption enters our 
system, the trust of the common 
people is broken. Corruption 
weakens the foundation of our 
governance. Therefore, fi ghting 
corruption is not just a duty, it 
is a moral responsibility of all 

of us,” the CM said.
He said that under the lead-

ership of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, many modern 
technologies have been used 
to check corruption. “By elim-
inating human interference, 
the JAM system has been im-
plemented for the benefi cia-
ries by integrating Jan Dhan, 
Aadhaar and mobile. There is 
no question of fraud in this sys-
tem,” Majhi said.

He further said that cor-
ruption hinders the progress 
and development of society. 
“Therefore, our government 
has adopted a zero tolerance 
policy against corruption. As 
a result, the benefi ts of various 
schemes are being delivered 
to the right benefi ciaries in a 
fair and transparent manner. 
A clean, transparent, dynamic 
and highly honest system and 
offi cers are essential to prevent 
corruption,” the CM said.

Praising Odisha Vigilance, 
the CM said, “After the for-
mation of our government, I 
clearly instructed to take strict 
action against corruption. By 

changing the previous system, 
Odisha Vigilance has taken 
strict action against all corrupt 
people, from small to big, and 
has earned the reputation of be-
ing the leading anti-corruption 
agency in the country.”

Starting from class IV em-
ployees to IAS offi cers, no one 
has been spared. The convic-
tion rate of Odisha Vigilance is 
also more than 50 per cent, he 
said, adding that the anti-cor-
ruption wing will not forgive 
anyone and will not spare any-
one these days.

Majhi said as part of the zero 
tolerance policy, 30 government 
employees have been dismissed 
and 68 retired employees have 
had their pensions stopped af-
ter being found guilty in cor-
ruption cases. “A clean and 
corruption-free administration 
is our goal and objective. We all 
have to work with this goal in 
mind. Preventing corruption 
is our collective responsibili-
ty. For this, we all need to fi ght 
against corruption,” the CM 
said.

Outlining steps taken by 

the government in the last 16 
months to make Odisha Vigi-
lance more effi cient, people-ori-
ented and strong, the CM said 
that everything necessary will 
be provided to make the depart-
ment more effi cient. He warned 
corrupt offi cials to stay away 
from greed and corruption.

On the occasion, the CM ad-
ministered an oath of honesty 
and integrity to all. He award-
ed Cuttack division as the best 
Vigilance division, Subarnapur 
unit as the best unit, Manoran-
jan Paikray as the best male in-
vestigating offi cer, Pranita Ray 
as the best female investigating 
offi cer and Surendra Panda of 
Berhampur as the best public 
prosecutor.

At the event, Chief Secre-
tary Manoj Ahuja said that 
the CM’s main goal is zero 
tolerance against corruption. 
For this, the CM is giving im-
portance to strengthening the 
state anti-corruption depart-
ment. “Due to the commit-
ment of all of us, our state has 
achieved success in the fi eld of 
disaster management and sup-
pression of Left-Wing Extrem-
ism. We need this commitment 
in the fi eld of anti-corruption 
as well,” he said.

Vigilance Director Yashwant 
Kumar Jethwa welcomed ev-
eryone to the programme and 
said that this year, Vigilance 
Awareness Week is being cele-
brated at the district, block and 
panchayat levels. For this, ex-
tensive awareness programmes 
are being organised across the 
state with the cooperation of all 
departments. 

STATE-LEVEL 
VIGILANCE 

AWARENESS 
WEEK 2025

CM: Fighting corruption
moral responsibility of all

Majhi says as part of the 
zero tolerance policy, 30 
government employees 

have been dismissed and 
68 retired employees 

have had their pensions 
stopped after being found 
guilty in corruption cases

BJD questions IPS offi cer’s posting

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 28: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi attended the Chhath puja 
celebrations organised at the 
New Bali Yatra Ground here 
in Bhubaneswar, and stated 
that the Odisha Government 
is committed to strengthening 
the tradition of brotherhood, 
harmony, and cultural unity. 
He said that the observance 
of Chhath puja in Odisha is a 
fi ne example of this cultural 
integration.

The Chief Minister was ac-
companied by his wife Dr. Pri-
yanka Marndi. Both performed 
the rituals and offered Arghya 
(sacred water offering) to the 
Sun God, praying for the pros-
perity and well-being of all the 
people of the state.

In his address, Majhi said 
that Chhath parva teaches us 
that the true foundation of life 
lies in nature, water, air, and 
the energy of the Sun. Through 

this festival, we express our 
gratitude to nature and the 
environment, drawing inspi-
ration from them.

He added that the most re-
markable aspect of Chhath 
puja is its simplicity — it 
involves no show or extrava-
gance, only devotion, sincerity, 
and spiritual faith. The festival 
stands as a unique example of 

cleanliness, discipline, and or-
derliness, which form its true 
spirit. Traditionally, Chhath 
Puja has been celebrated in 
North Indian states such as 
Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar 
Pradesh, the Chief Minister 
said, expressing happiness 
that it is now being observed 
in Odisha with equal enthusi-
asm, joy, and devotion. 

CM attends Chhath celebrations in City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri/Bhubaneswar, Oct 28: 
The great cyclone of 1999, one 
of the most devastating natural 
disasters in Odisha's history, 
marked its 26th anniversary 
on October 29. Though the super 
cyclone made landfall on Octo-
ber 29, 1999, near the Jagatsing-
hpur, Ersama area, it left an in-
delible mark on the Astaranga 
region in Puri and on the entire 
coastal Odisha. 

The cyclone unleashed winds 
reaching speeds of 260 km/h, 
accompanied by a storm surge 
that devastated coastal com-
munities. It resulted in nearly 
10,000 fatalities across Odisha, 
with Astaranga alone witness-
ing over 160 deaths, and caused 
widespread destruction to 
homes, crops, and livestock.

As cyclone Montha threat-
ens heavy rains in Odisha, the 
memories of that catastrophic 
day 26 years back remain vivid 
and painful for survivors. The 
fury of nature left everything 
defeated. Even after 26 years, 
the scars are vividly remem-
bered by the residents of Asta-
ranga area in Puri district. The 
pain still brings tears to their 
eyes. Though the landscape of 
the affected region has changed 
drastically, yet the terrifying 
memories of the catastrophic 
cyclone linger, evoking deep 
sorrow in the hearts of those 
who lost their loved ones.

In Madhupur village of Jha-
daling Panchayat under Asta-

ranga block, Kalpana Behera 
lost her son, daughter, husband, 
and other family members to the 
devastating cyclone. Nearby, the 
peepal tree in Nuagad village's 
Munda area stands witness to 
the cyclone's destructive force.

The 1999 super cyclone 
caused extensive damage in 
Astaranga, Puri. While 301 lives 
were lost in Puri district, more 
than 160 deaths occurred there 
alone. Even today, recalling 
these memories brings tears 
to many eyes. Kalpana is not 
alone. In Nuagad village, Sajani 
Nayak and Kamala Biswal lost 
their husbands when the cyclone 
struck. Both their husbands 
went fi shing near the riverbank 
but drowned due to fi erce winds 
and high tides. The body of Sa-
jani’s husband was recovered 
after two days, while Kamala’s 
husband was never found.

Along with Tandahar, Chenu, 
Udaykani, devastation spread 
far and wide in many other 
villages. The heart-wrenching 
scenes of losing loved ones 
remain etched in the minds 
of the survivors even after all 
these years. Since the disaster, 

signifi cant efforts have been 
made to safeguard the coastal 
population. The administration 
has constructed two Red Cross 
centers and 17 storm shelters, 
along with salt dams and man-
grove forests to act as natural 
barriers against future storms. 
These measures have trans-
formed the coastal landscape 
and provided hope and protec-
tion to the inhabitants.

Though Odisha has been 
spared a direct hit from cyclone 
Montha, residents and author-
ities remember the Super Cy-
clone of 1999 with a mixture of 
sorrow and respect for the resil-
ience that followed. In the years 
since, Odisha has transformed 
its disaster preparedness, estab-
lishing early warning systems, 
cyclone shelters, and robust 
emergency response forces to 
mitigate the impact of such ca-
lamities in the future.

Annual commemorations 
serve as a reminder of the lives 
lost and a celebration of the spir-
it that helped the state rebuild 
from one of nature’s most brutal 
onslaughts, 26 years ago to the 
very day.

This day that year: Victims of ’99
super cyclone revisit fateful day

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 28: Se-
vere cyclonic storm Montha 
Tuesday brought heavy rain 
in coastal and southern Odis-
ha districts, causing landslides 
and damaging houses besides 
uprooting trees, offi cials said.

The landfall of Montha start-
ed at Kakinada in neighbouring 
Andhra Pradesh at around 7 
pm, the Met offi ce said.

Preliminary reports of dam-
ages were received from eight 
southern Odisha districts of 
Malkangiri, Koraput, Rayaga-
da, Gajapati, Ganjam, Kand-
hamal, Kalahandi and Naba-
rangpur. Normal life, howev-
er, was affected in a total of 15 
districts in the region.

A report from Anaka GP in 
Gajapati said big boulders fell 
from nearby hills, blocking 
roads to fi ve villages.

“The place was earlier iden-
tifi ed as landslide-prone area. 
Therefore, arrangements have 
been made for early clearance 
of the blockade,” said Bal-
akrushna Mallick, a local pan-
chayat functionary. Another 
landslide was also reported 

from Linga–Barabha road in 
Partoda panchayat of Kashi-
nagar block in Gajapati.

Trees were also uprooted in 
Gunupur, Gudari and Ramna-

guda areas of Rayagada district.
“Reports of damage from dif-

ferent districts would be com-
piled once the cyclone crosses 
the state,” an offi cial at the SRC 
offi ce said. However, a report 
from Gajapati said that a sup-
ply assistant engaged in man-
aging cyclone shelter at Potara 
panchayat died after suddenly 
falling ill Monday night.

The deceased, identifi ed as 
Surendra Gamang, had been 
bringing people to the cyclone 
shelter Monday, said Pancha-
yat Samiti member Lokanath 
Dalai. The police were yet to 
confi rm the cause of Gamang’s 
death.

A report from Mohana in 
Gajapati said a mud-walled 
house collapsed due to inces-
sant rains, leaving one person 
injured. The tin roof of a house 
in the area was blown away in 
strong winds, an offi cial said.

Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi reviewed the state's 
preparation for the possible 
impact of the calamity that 
has already affected normal 
life across 15 districts in the 
coastal and southern regions 
of the state.

Heavy rain causes landslides, hits life

Vaishnaw reviews 
preparedness

Minister for Railways, Communica-
tions, and Electronics & Informa-

tion Technology, Ashwini Vaishnaw, 
Tuesday held a review meeting with 
senior offi cials of the East Coast Rail-
way (ECoR) and South Central Railway 
(SCR) on the preparedness for the 
impending cyclone Montha. The meet-
ing, conducted through video confer-
ence, was aimed at assessing the 
readiness of the railway network in 
view of the approaching cyclone along 
the east coast. Vaishnaw reviewed 
the measures being taken to ensure 
passenger safety, train regulation, 
restoration planning, and coordination 
with local administration and disaster 
management agencies. Parmeshwar 
Phunkwal, General Manager of East 
Coast Railway, along with Principal 
Heads of departments and Divisional 
Railway Managers, participated in the 
review. They briefed the Minister about 
the precautionary measures already 
initiated, particularly in the Waltair 
and Khurda Road Divisions,  which are 
likely to be affected by the cyclone. 

MONTHA

AGENCIES

Balasore, Oct 28: A special 
POCSO court in Balasore 
Tuesday awarded 20 years of 
rigorous imprisonment (RI) to 
a 26-year-old man after holding 
him guilty of raping a minor 
girl.

Special 
Judge 
(POCSO) 
Indira Pri-
yadarsh-
ini also 
imposed 
a fi ne of 
`15,000 on 
the con-
vict, Jyoti 
Ranjan 

Behera, a resident of the Sa-
hadevkhunta area. In default 
of the payment, Behera will 
have to undergo an additional 
13 months of imprisonment.

According to Special Pub-
lic Prosecutor Pranab Kumar 
Panda, Behera had sexually 
assaulted a 15-year-old school-
girl after blackmailing her with 
objectionable photographs.

“He had threatened to make 
her nude photos public and 
even uploaded some of them 
on social media,” Panda said, 
adding that the matter came 
to light when the girl’s moth-
er lodged a complaint at Sa-
hadevkhunta police station in 
June 2023.

Following the complaint, 
police registered a case under 
various sections of the IPC in-
cluding 376(3), 323, 417, 379, 386, 
and 506 — along with Section 6 
of the POCSO Act and sections 
66, 67C, 68B of the IT Act and 
arrested Behera.

Behera was tried by the 
court under various charges 
and the court, after examin-
ing 24 witnesses and 29 exhib-
its, pronounced the judgment, 
Panda said. 

According to 
Special Public 
Prosecutor Pranab 
Kumar Panda, Jyoti 
Ranjan Behera had 
sexually assaulted 
a 15-year-old 
schoolgirl after 
blackmailing her 
with objectionable 
photographs

Balasore man 
gets 20-yr RI for 
minor’s rape

NUAPADA BYELECTION
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

28.7° 27.6°
24.0° 21.6°
97% 98%

17.1mm 13.6mm

FORECAST

Light to moderate 
rain or 

thunderstorm 
very likely to occur

MARKET WATCH

GOLD `119,061   `1896

SILVER `143,202   `165

DOLLAR  88.28   0.05

EURO   103.02   0.24

SENSEX 84628.16   29.85

NIFTY     25936.20   150.68

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Oct 28: The 77th edi-
tion of Cuttack Heritage Walks 
(CHW) took participants on a 
fascinating journey into the 
legacy of the century-old Kalin-
ga Gymnasium (Bayamshala), 
one of Cuttack’s most remark-
able institutions that have long 
stood as a symbol of discipline, 
fi tness, and cultural pride. Lo-
cated near Saheed Bhawan in 
the city’s Choudhury Bazaar 
area, the gymnasium has been 
nurturing the traditional arts of 
wrestling and physical fi tness 
for over a hundred years.

Founded in 1920 by the late 
Padma Charan Ray, the gymna-
sium initially began in the Kazi 
Bazaar area and later shifted to 
Nimchouri in 1928. Impressed 
by Ray’s skills and his dedica-
tion to physical education, the 
then British administration 
allotted about one acre of land 
in 1943 to establish the Kalinga 
Gymnasium at its present site. 
Since then, it has been a hub 
for aspiring wrestlers, weight-
lifters, and fi tness enthusiasts.

The gymnasium has played 
a vital role in shaping gen-
erations of young athletes 
by providing free training in 
wrestling and physical fi tness. 
The philosophy behind its es-
tablishment lies in promoting 
a healthy, disciplined, and dis-
ease-free lifestyle. 

The tradition of wrestling, 
often referred to as malla-yud-
dha, is believed to have ancient 
origins — dating back to the 
Mahabharata era. Historical 
evidence of this art form is vis-
ible in carvings found in an-

cient temples, where sculptors 
immortalised wrestling scenes, 
symbolising strength and vital-
ity as key aspects of human life.

Kalinga Gymnasium’s devel-
opment over the decades owes 
much to several visionary Odia 
leaders. Eminent personalities 
like Harekrushna Mahatab and 
Nabakrushna Chaudhuri took 
an active interest in strength-
ening the institution. Mahatab, 
who became the fi rst president 
of the gymnasium, formed a 
committee for its smooth man-
agement and appointed Padma 
Charan Ray as the secretary. 

After Ray’s demise in 1961, 
the responsibility passed to 
Fakir Charan Mohanty as sec-
retary and Akshay Panda as the 
managing head. Their leader-
ship marked a golden era for 
the institution, which rose to 
prominence at the national lev-
el. Under their stewardship, the 
gymnasium produced several 
outstanding wrestlers, weight-

lifters, and bodybuilders who 
brought laurels to Cuttack and 
the state of Odisha.

The latest heritage walk, fa-
cilitated by CHW founder-con-
venor Dipak Samantarai, was 
coordinated by senior members 
Jayant Singh, Biswaranjan De-
huri, Kishore Bit, Hitesh Seth, 
Jitendra Singh, Aditya Prasad 
Ghosh, Lalit Mohan Panda, and 
Amar Prasad Patra.

The visit highlighted not 
only the gymnasium’s histor-
ical and sporting significance 
but also Cuttack’s enduring 
spirit. As one of Odisha’s old-
est cities, Cuttack continues 
to preserve its identity as the 
cultural heart of the state — 
home to landmarks like SCB 
Medical College, Ravenshaw 
College, the Orissa High 
Court, Barabati Stadium, 
and the grand celebrations of 
Dussehra and Bali Yatra — all 
testaments to its rich heritage 
and timeless vitality.

CHW explores Kalinga Gymnasium

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 28: The Su-
preme Court Tuesday expressed 
concern over the slow and un-
even career progression of 
entry-level judicial officers 
across the country and be-
gan hearing a case to frame 
uniform, nationwide criteria 
for determining seniority in 
the Higher Judicial Service 
(HJS) cadre.

A fi ve-judge Constitution 
bench headed by Chief Justice 
BR Gavai took note of the situ-
ation that “in most of the states, 
judicial offi cers recruited as 
Civil Judge (CJ) often do not 
reach the level of Principal Dis-
trict Judge (PDJ), leave aside 
reaching the position of a High 
Court Judge. This has resulted 
in many bright young lawyers 
being dissuaded from joining 
the service at the level of CJ”.

The bench, also comprising 
justices Surya Kant, Vikram 
Nath, K Vinod Chandran and 
Joymalya Bagchi, framed the 
question which reads: “What 
should be the criteria for deter-
mining seniority in the cadre of 
Higher Judicial Services”.

The bench also clarifi ed that 
while hearing the main issue, it 
can also consider “other ancil-
lary or related issues”.

The bench is also examining 
whether a separate quota of Dis-
trict Judge (DJ) posts should be 
earmarked for offi cers who en-
tered the judicial service at the 
lowest rung as Civil Judges (Ju-
nior Division), in order to en-
sure fairer career advancement 
opportunities.

Senior advocate Sidharth 
Bhatnagar, who is assisting 
the bench as amicus curiae, 
advanced the submissions and 
highlighted that promotions 
across most states were “driven 
more by seniority than by mer-
it”, owing largely to the way 
Annual Confi dential Reports 
(ACRs) are evaluated.

SC begins hearing on 
judicial seniority norms

POST NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai, Oct 28: Odisha’s in-
tegrated approach to maritime 
development is transforming 
the state into a key hub along 
India’s eastern maritime corri-
dor, said Deputy Chief Minister 
Pravati Parida Tuesday.

Speaking at India Maritime 
2025 in Mumbai, Parida said, 
“Our vision is to honour our 
maritime heritage while steering 
Odisha toward a modern, sustain-
able, and globally connected fu-
ture through the blue economy.”

She added that Odisha’s 
rich maritime legacy remains 
a timeless symbol of its glorious 
past and continues to inspire 
generations.

Parida highlighted that the 
brave Sadhabas (mariners) of 
ancient Utkal had established 
prosperous trade links with 
Bali, Java, Sumatra, and Thai-
land through their traditional 
boats (Boitas), bringing wealth 
and cultural exchange to their 
homeland. She added that ar-

chaeological fi ndings have al-
so confi rmed Odisha’s historic 
maritime connections with Sri 
Lanka and other parts of South-
east Asia.

Parida further said that Boita 
Bandana and Cuttack’s famous 
Bali Jatra — the largest open-air 
trade fair in Asia — embody Odi-
sha’s glorious maritime legacy.

Highlighting the importance 
of India’s maritime trade rela-
tions, the Deputy Chief Minis-
ter invited everyone to witness 
this year’s Cuttack Bali Jatra, 
scheduled from November 5 to 

12. She said the event beauti-
fully showcases Odisha’s rich 
traditions of art, culture, sculp-
ture, handloom, and cuisine.

On the occasion, Parida 
visited the pavilion set up by 
the state department of Com-
merce and Transport, themed 
on Odisha’s glorious maritime 
heritage. She said the Odisha 
Pavilion, which highlighted the 
state’s rich legacy of ancient 
sea voyages, offered an impres-
sive glimpse into its historical 
maritime prowess.

She highlighted Odisha’s 

ancient Kalingan maritime 
excellence, modern port infra-
structure, and ambitious blue 
economy roadmap, stating 
that from Kalinga’s seafaring 
past to today’s global trade 
connectivity, Odisha’s coastal 
heritage continues to propel 
its progress. With world-class 
ports and a strategic emphasis 
on sustainable blue growth, the 
state is emerging as a key driv-
er of India’s eastern maritime 
renaissance.

Commerce and Transport 
department Principal Secre-
tary Usha Padhee welcomed 
the Deputy CM and briefed her 
on the exhibits displayed at the 
Odisha Pavilion.

Later, Minister Parida visit-
ed the Paradip Port Authority’s 
pavilion, where she admired a 
sand art installation by Pad-
ma Shri Sudarsan Pattnaik de-
picting Odisha’s rich maritime 
trade legacy. She expressed de-
light and appreciation for the 
creative portrayal of the state’s 
illustrious seafaring history.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 28: A fi ve-
day residential Hands-on Skill 
Development Training Pro-
gramme has been launched 
for students of Government 
Vocational Higher Secondary 
Schools. The programme is 
being conducted simultane-
ously at two locations, focus-
ing on different trades. While 
IT-ITeS training is underway 
at the Central Tool Room and 
Training Centre (CTTC) in 
Bhubaneswar, sessions on 
Electronics and Hardware are 
being held at the World Skill 
Center (WSC).

The programme was inaugu-
rated at CTTC by Directorate 
of Higher Secondary Educa-
tion (DHSE) director Niyati 
Pattnaik who attended as the 

chief guest. In her address, Pat-
tnaik encouraged the students 
and emphasised the increasing 
relevance of vocational edu-
cation in today’s competitive 
world.

She urged the students to 
develop profi ciency in the fi eld 
of information and technology 
and expressed confi dence that 
the hands-on training pro-
gramme, organised by DHSE, 
would play a vital role in shap-
ing their future careers.

CTTC general manager L 
Rajasekhar also attended the 

event and urged students to 
make the most of the oppor-
tunity, encouraging them to 
pursue careers in vocational 
and technical fi elds. The pro-
gramme began with a welcome 
address by DHSE deputy direc-
tor Jitendra Nayak, followed 
by a vote of thanks from CTTC 
senior manager MK Rajan.

At WSC, the training was 
inaugurated in the presence of 
DHSE joint director Sasmita 
Mali, Principal T Thumbyrajah, 
and SAMS Offi cer-in-Charge 
Umakant Sethi, among others.

Odisha emerging as key maritime hub: Parida

Skill devpt training for vocational students

By virtue of  an 
affi davit sworn before 
Executive Magistrate, 
Basudevpur, dated- 
04.10.2025, I, Narayan 
Ghadai (71), S/o.- Late 
Jogendra Ghadai, 
Residing At- Apartipur, 
P.O.- Matipaka, P.S.- 
Naikanidihi, Dist.- 
Bhadrak, Odisha 
declare that my name 
is wrongly mentioned 
as Narayan Chandra 
Ghadai in the Passport 
of  my son Krushna 
Chandra Ghadai. I 
declare that Narayan 
Ghadai and Narayan 
Chandra Ghadai is same 
and one person.

I, Jagannath Prusty, 
aged about 28 years, 
S/o. Niranjan Prusty, 
resident of  At: 
Khajuripada, P.O.: 
Khajuripada, P.S.: 
Khajuripada, Dist.: 
Kandhamal, Odisha, 
PIN - 762012 hereby 
declare that I have 
changed my name 
from Jagannath Prusty 
to Vishal Prusty by 
an affi davit before 
the Notary Public, 
Bhubaneswar on 
Dt.28.10.2025. Hence 
I shall be known as 
Vishal Prusty for all 
purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

“Almost everyone has ACRs 
marked as ‘Good’ or ‘Very 
Good’, which means seniority 
becomes the de facto determin-
ing factor,” he said.

He said that the existing “ros-
ter points” system dispropor-
tionately disadvantages promo-
tee judges, many of whom have 
over two decades of judicial ex-
perience but are unable to enter 
the zone of consideration for 
elevation as Principal District 
Judges or High Court Judges.

“Promotee judges, being old-
er, often retire before reaching 
the next promotional stage. 
Consequently, the top of the 
cadre is usually occupied by di-
rect recruits, who are younger 
and hence remain eligible for 
longer,” he said.

He said that most high courts 
consider three times more judg-
es for promotion as district 
judges. He suggested that for 
30 considerations, 15 should be 
from the promotee judges and 
15 from direct recruits.

“Your suggestion will, in 
fact, create a cadre within a 
cadre. If there are 10 candi-
dates eligible for supertime or 
selection grade, it would be fi ve 
from promotees and fi ve direct 
recruits. So what will happen is 
(that) at the district judge, en-
try level, it is a common cadre. 
If the second suggestion is ad-
opted, then we are creating a 
cadre within a cadre,” Justice 
Bagchi said.

Justice Surya Kant ques-
tioned whether the current 

framework provided any incen-
tive for Civil Judges to strive 
for merit-based promotions.

“The 25 per cent departmen-
tal quota is supposed to reward 
merit. But if it is fi lled only on 
seniority, what incentive is left 
to work hard” the judge asked.

Justice Bagchi and Justice 
Chandran expressed reserva-
tions about certain proposals ad-
vanced by the amicus that could 
create “a cadre within a cadre”.

The amicus curiae suggest-
ed that a 1:1 ratio between 
promotees and direct recruits 
be maintained even at higher 
grades to ensure proportional 
representation.

Justice Bagchi noted that 
such a move “would stratify 
an otherwise common cadre,” 
and that any such modifi cation 
would need to be uniform and 
equitable across states.

Citing the Justice Shetty 
Commission Report, the amic-
us presented comparative data 
highlighting stark age differ-
ences between promotees and 
direct recruits.

“In Andhra Pradesh, the 
average age of a promotee is 
48, while direct recruits are 
around 39. In Assam, it is 51 
versus 38; in Bihar, 54 versus 
41,” he said. He said that after 
the Supreme Court’s decision 
requiring a minimum of three 
years’ practice before joining 
as a Civil Judge, the entry 
age for new recruits has fur-
ther increased, worsening 
career stagnation.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 28: The In-
focity police arrested a 21-year-
old youth working as a deliv-
ery boy at a private shipment 
company for allegedly stealing 
electronic gadgets, including an 
iPhone 15 and earbuds, worth 
around `2 lakh.

The accused has been iden-
tifi ed as Paresh Kumar Kar of 
Cuttack, who was employed as 
a delivery agent with the com-
pany. According to reports, 
another employee of the com-
pany, identifi ed as Raja Swain 
(28), caught Paresh red-handed 
Monday while he was attempt-
ing to steal electronic items 
from the company’s stock. 
Swain also alleged that Paresh 
had been involved in manipu-
lating shipments.

Upon being informed, In-
focity police reached the spot, 
and an FIR was lodged against 
Paresh. During interrogation, 
he confessed to the crime. Po-
lice recovered a tampered box 
containing a new iPhone 15 
and two boxes of OnePlus Nord 
Buds three from his possession. 
The seized items were later 
handed over to the company 
after verifi cation.

Theft: Delivery boy held 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 28: The 
Odisha State Cooperative Milk 
Producers’ Federation Limited 
(OMFED) has taken a major 
step toward digital transforma-
tion with the launch of its new 
state-of-the-art website Tuesday.

The upgraded digital platform 
was inaugurated by managing 
director Vijay Amruta Kulange 
at OMFED’s headquarters in 
Bhubaneswar.

The inauguration ceremony 
was attended by senior general 
manager (Finance) Suresh Alti-
ya, quality manager Soumendra 
Bhoumik, along with other offi -
cials and staff members.

The newly designed website 
features a modern, user-friendly 
interface that enables consum-
ers to explore detailed informa-
tion about OMFED’s wide range 
of products—both existing and 
new—through photos and vid-
eos. It also allows users to con-
tact offi cials, place online orders, 
and access information on how 
to open OMFED booths or par-
lours, or become distributors 
directly through the platform.

“The website refl ects a mod-
ern, dynamic, and smarter OM-
FED. With an easy-to-navigate 
layout, interactive visuals, 
and bilingual accessibility in 
English and Odia, it connects 
deeply with people across and 
beyond Odisha,” said Kulange.

OMFED unveils new digital 
platform for consumers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Oct 28: An as-
sistant sub-inspector (ASI) of 
police was caught red-handed by 
Vigilance offi cials while alleged-
ly accepting a bribe of `40,000 
from a complainant in Koraput 
district Tuesday, offi cials said.

ASI Narasingha Dora of B 
Singhpur police station, along 
with a private person, Sunad-
hara Amanatya, was arrested 
while allegedly demanding 

and accepting the bribe to ex-
tend undue favour to the com-
plainant in a domestic violence 
case, the Vigilance Directorate 
said in a statement. Dora, who 
was investigating the case, had 
allegedly threatened the com-
plainant that he would take 
strong action against him if 
the bribe was not paid. Unable 
to meet the demand, the com-
plainant approached the Vig-
ilance authorities, who laid a 
trap and nabbed the duo while 

accepting the money, it said.
Following the trap, simulta-

neous searches were carried 
out at two locations linked to 
the ASI. A case has been regis-
tered at the Koraput Vigilance 
police station, and further in-
vestigation is underway, the 
statement added. In another de-
velopment, Laxmidhar Swain, 
a retired junior clerk from the 
offi ce of the Jajpur Collector, 
was convicted in a separate 
vigilance case Monday.

Cop caught red-handed taking `40K bribe
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Oct 28: Nine-
year-old girl Baishnavi 
Gupta of this district 
has brought laurels to 
the state by winning gold 
medal in junior category 
of 16th National Kudo 
Championship held in 
Surat, Gujarat recently.

The remarkable suc-

cess of Baishnavi, a stu-
dent of Class IV of Ken-
driya Vidyalaya, Keon-
jhar, has made her school 
and the district proud by 
achieving the feat, which 
is a testament to her ded-
ication, discipline and 
sportsmanship. Baish-
navi is the daughter of 
Sanjay Kumar, a train 

manager at East Coast 
Railway in Keonjhar. 

Keonjhar Collector 
Vishal Singh has ex-
pressed his happiness 
and congratulated Baish-
navi and her family. He 
said that this success will 
inspire many young play-
ers from Keonjhar and 
Odisha to excel in sports.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Tentulikhunti, Oct 28: A mo-
torboat procured 12 years ago to 
serve residents of the marooned 
area of Manchagaon panchayat 
under this block in Nabarang-
pur district is now reportedly 
in a dilapidated condition, pos-
ing serious risks to its users.

As per reports, the motorboat 
was purchased through a Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
grant from Odisha Hydro Power 
Corporation under the direction 
of the then-Nabarangpur MLA 

Manohar Randhari and the 
Collector. It replaced traditional 
country boats, offering villagers 
safer access to weekly markets, 
pensions, and food distribution.

Currently, the motorboat 
is used regularly for public 
health initiatives such as im-
munisation and malaria control 
drives, and by offi cials during 
outreach programmes and elec-
tions. However, no structured 
repair or maintenance plan was 
ever put in place. As a result, 
the vessel is now unsafe, with 
broken front glass, torn side 

curtains, and malfunctioning 
steering and bearings.

Despite repeated complaints 
from the boat operator and me-
dia coverage, the boat has nei-
ther been repaired nor replaced. 
Though a temporary repair was 
carried out with assistance from 
the mechanical division of the 
Indravati project, the core is-
sues remain unresolved.

During a recent health out-
reach trip to Talang village, 
the boat suffered a mechanical 
failure mid-reservoir, leaving 
the team adrift for nearly 10 

minutes. The driver eventu-
ally repaired it using his lim-
ited knowledge and somehow 
reached the destination.

Following the incident, many 
said they now feel safer using tradi-
tional boats. They are demanding a 
new motorised vessel through CSR 
funding from OHPC or L&T, or 
government grants. They alleged 
that while Kalahandi district has 
received four to fi ve motorised 
boats and 108 ambulance boats 
for its waterlogged areas, Naba-
rangpur has largely been ignored.

Villagers of Bagra and Tang-

inikot said they received no fi -
nancial support under the ‘Budi’ 
(fl ood) resettlement package de-
spite severe hardship. Although 
the 24th Rehabilitation Adviso-
ry Committee had approved 
compensation for them, the 
promises remain unfulfi lled.

Asked about the issue, Ten-
tulikhunti block development 
offi cer Manoj Kumar Panigrahi 
said a written request has been 
sent to the Collector for three 
10-seater boats and one 30-seat-
er boat to address the region’s 
urgent transport needs.

Shaky motorboats: Villagers taken for a rideDWARKA PRASAD PATNAIK, OP

Chhatrapur, Oct 28: Aska 
additional block development 
offi cer (ABDO) and Sheragada 
senior revenue assistant (SRA) 
faced government action for 
dereliction of duty at control 
rooms during cyclone ‘Montha’. 

Although Ganjam Collector 
V Keerthi Vasan had directed 
all the government employ-
ees to remain present in their 
headquarters until normalcy 
is restored after the cyclone 
passes, Aska ABDO Sushant 
Kumar Behera and Sheragada 
SRA Sadananda Behera were 

found absent and neglecting 
on their assigned duties.

While the ABDO faced show-
cause notice from the Collector, 
the SRA has been placed under 
suspension till further notice by 
the Collector. As per the orders, 
both of them failed to execute 
their duties assigned during 
this high emergency period.

Ganjam Collector, along with 
ADM and other offi cials, were 
inspecting the cyclone shelters, 
control rooms and other facili-
ties, when they found these two 
employees responsible for round-
the-clock control rooms absent 
and neglecting on their duties.

ABDO, SRA face action for ‘Montha’ negligence

Keonjhar’s Baishnavi shines at nat’l level

GAJAPATI: A supply assistant 
engaged in cyclone evacuation 
work died following a sudden illness 
Monday night.The deceased  was 
identifi ed as Surendra Gamang, 
posted at Potara panchayat under 
Rayagada block in Gajapati district.  
According to reports, Gamang 
went to bed after having dinner but 
suddenly felt uneasy. He was fi rst 
taken to Jiranga primary health 
centre for treatment. However, 
doctors shifted him to Parlakhemundi 
district headquarters hospital after 
his health condition deteriorated.  
There doctors pronounced him dead 
on arrival. Sources said Gamang 
had been engaged in cyclone 
relief work since October 26. He 
was overseeing the evacuation 
of people to cyclone shelters and 
managing their accommodation 
and food arrangements.

Supply assistant on 
cyclone duty dies

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhanjanagar, Oct 28: Forest 
officials arrested two poach-
ers preparing to hook wires 
from transmission lines to 
hunt wild animals near Bah-
adapadar in Mujagarh forest 
range under North Ghumusar 
forest division in Ganjam dis-
trict Monday night.

The arrested were identifi ed 
as Sarat Naik of Samapalli and 
Banamali Bhuyan of Bahadapa-
dar. The offi cials seized large 
quantities of GI and service 
wires from their possession. 
Both were produced in court 
Tuesday and remanded to ju-
dicial custody after their bail 
pleas were rejected. 

According to sources, Bana-
mali had laid hooking wires 

stretching from his farmland to 
the nearby forest area Monday 
night to trap wild animals. Sarat 
and others had assisted him in 
setting up the trap. Acting on a 
tip-off, forest range offi cer Bim-
badhar Sahu directed forester 
Babul Sethi to conduct a raid. 
Sethi and his team apprehended 

Banamali and Sarat during the 
operation, while several others 
involved managed to fl ee.

Reports indicate that inci-
dents of timber theft and wild-
life poaching have been rising 
in jungles of various forest 
ranges under the North Ghu-
musar forest division.

2 poachers held in Ganjam, sent to jail
CLEARING THE WAY: Fire Services personnel cut a large tree uprooted under the impact of cyclonic storm ‘Montha’ in Gajapati district, Tuesday  OP PHOTOPOST NEWS NETWORK

Angul, Oct 28: A modern eye 
hospital built by Navratna com-
pany NALCO in Angul district 
to provide free eye care to resi-
dents affected by industrial op-
erations has remained locked 
for six years after its grand 
inauguration.

The `25-crore NALCO LV 
Prasad Eye Hospital was con-
structed on four acres of land 
under the company’s corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiative. It was intended to serve 
the people affected by NALCO’s 
plant operations and reduce 
visual impairment among res-
idents. The facility was also ex-
pected to treat outpatients from 
other areas.

The hospital was inaugurat-
ed February 18, 2019, by the 
then Union Minister of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Dhar-
mendra Pradhan. Among those 
present were NALCO’s then 
CMD Tapan Kumar Chand, 
Executive Director RK Mish-

ra, senior BJP leader Rudra 
Narayan Pani, and LV Prasad 
Eye Institute’s Vice Chairman 
Tara Prasad Das.

During the inauguration, 
offi cials announced that the 
30-bed facility would later ex-
pand to treat up to 100 patients 
daily and conduct nearly 100 
eye surgeries every day, of-
fering free treatment for poor 
and displaced residents. The 
announcement had sparked 
new hope among patients in 
nearby villages.

However, despite the fanfare, 
the hospital never became oper-
ational. Locals said not a single 
patient has been treated there 
in the past six years. During 
Covid-19, the district adminis-
tration temporarily used the 
premises as a quarantine centre.

Currently, the hospital gate 
remains locked, and the facili-
ty has fallen into neglect. Large 
trees have grown around the 
premises, while stray cattle 
are seen taking shelter in the 
hospital verandah, turning 

what was meant to be a state-
of-the-art medical centre into a 
picture of abandonment.

Former sarpanch of Kulada, 
Shesadev Dehuri, said the in-
auguration of the eye hospital 
had initially brought joy to 
residents of the affected ar-
eas. “Many locals living amid 
smoke and dust from the plant 
suffer from vision-related ail-
ments. Traveling to Cuttack or 
Bhubaneswar for treatment is 
not feasible for most of them. 
Had the hospital been func-
tional, they would have great-
ly benefi ted. Unfortunately, it 
is yet to become operational,” 
Dehuri said.

Tikan Chandra Das, general 
secretary of the Contractual 
Workers Coordination Com-
mittee, said that many people 
in NALCO area suffer from 
eye ailments. “The hospital 
was established in response to 
public demand, but it remains 
non-functional. It should be 
made operational immediate-
ly,” he added.

Babula Sethi, a senior cit-
izen, opined that spending 
`25 crore merely to construct 
the building is meaningless 
without ensuring basic infra-
structure. “NALCO handed 
the hospital over to a private 
organisation without appoint-
ing doctors, nurses, or other 
employees, and has since re-
mained silent. Six years have 
passed since the responsibility 
was transferred,” he said, urg-
ing local leaders and the admin-
istration to intervene.

When contacted, NALCO 
Administrative Offi cer Raja-
ram Mishra said he is not fully 
aware of the current status of 
the project. “An agreement had 
been made with LV Prasad Eye 
Institute, but we need to review 
the present situation,” he said.

NALCO eye hospital: 
From 100 to Nought

BARGAON: Panic gripped 
the residents here in 
Sundargarh district as 
two children were found 
infected with the dreaded 
scrub typhus disease.  
Cases of scrub typhus 
continue to rise in areas 
under Bargaon block of 
Sundargarh district. While 
two persons including a 
woman and a man from 
Salepali village suc-
cumbed to the infection 
last month, several others 
have reportedly been 
affected. Last week, one-
year-old Aadya Senapati, 
daughter of Deepak Sena-
pati from Jarangloi village 
under Bargaon block, 
was bitten by an insect. A 
blood test at a local clinic 
confi rmed she was in-
fected with scrub typhus. 
Similarly, four-year-old 
Ayush Senapati, son of 
Mantu Senapati from the 
same village, was bitten 
by an insect about 10 
days ago and also tested 
positive for the disease. 
Health workers said the 
fact that children are 
getting infected even 
while staying indoors has 
caused growing concern 
among parents, particu-
larly mothers, who are 
now living in fear of this 
invisible insect. 

Two kids 
infected with 
scrub typhus 
in Bargaon

THEN

NOW

NALCO-LV Prasad Eye Hospital during inauguration

The locked hospital gate



T
he biggest governance 
dilemma in AI is set-
ting guidelines for the 
technology’s ethical 

use without unduly weaken-
ing the incentive to innovate. 
So far, countries and regions 
have largely failed to strike 
any kind of balance, instead 
tipping the scales one way 
or the other while loftily pro-
claiming reverence for both.

The concept of responsible 
AI (RAI) exemplifi es this ideal-
istic rhetoric. The principles it 
espouses – from ensuring that al-
gorithms are not based on faulty 
datasets to preventing privacy 
and human-rights violations – 
are undoubtedly worthy. Where 
RAI falls short is in showing how 
these ideals should be incorpo-
rated into AI governance, and 
how to balance regulation with 
incentives for continued innova-
tion. Nonetheless, RAI has been 
embraced by many governments, 
which have incorporated rele-
vant language into national AI 
policies. International organi-
zations have also championed 
RAI –UNESCO’s Global AI Ethics 
and Governance Observatory is 
a leading example – with the goal 
of shaping international norms 
and national policy. But such 
top-down approaches contrast 
sharply with the deliberative, 
bottom-up decision-making that 
has proven most effective in ad-
dressing problems requiring col-
lective action and coordination.

Meanwhile, corporations are 
touting their supposed commit-
ment to RAI, often while resisting 
the regulations that would force 
them to implement its principles. 
Even universities have jumped 
on the RAI bandwagon, offering 
AI ethics courses in computer 
science departments. AI gov-
ernance courses, however, are 
usually offered in other depart-
ments, so computer science stu-
dents may not take them.

But it is the brass tacks of AI 
governance, not the promotion 
of vague principles, that will 
lead to politically feasible, 
ethically desirable, and eco-
nomically benefi cial outcomes. 
Policymakers in many econo-
mies are struggling on this 

front, especially when trying 
to balance ethical imperatives 
with incentives for innovation. 
Whereas South Korea and Ja-
pan seem to have found some 
equilibrium, the European 
Union has placed a higher pri-
ority on ethics, and the United 
Kingdom and the United States 
have put innovation fi rst.

The EU’s 2024 AI Act attempts 
to take a balanced approach, 
classifying AI applications ac-
cording to risk, with high-risk 
activities more heavily regulat-
ed and minimal-risk activities 
left unregulated. Its experience 
in enforcing AI ethics can offer 
useful lessons for the rest of the 
world, as it monitors the im-
plementation of its regulations 
across member states. None-
theless, as French President 
Emmanuel Macron rightly not-
ed in February, the EU is cur-
rently “not in the race” when it 
comes to AI innovation. Today, 
the European Commission still 
struggles to articulate a pro-com-
petitive innovation strategy.

The US has the opposite 
problem. In 2016, it became 
one of the fi rst countries 
to announce a national AI 
strategy, but its plan focused 
overwhelmingly on research 
and development, though it 
did mention the need for re-
search into the technology’s 
ethical implications. (China 
responded in 2017 with its own 
innovation-focused strategy.)

Former US President Joe 

Biden’s administration sought 
a better balance between inno-
vation and ethics, exemplifi ed 
by the 2022 Blueprint for an AI 
Bill of Rights and the 2023 Ex-
ecutive Order on the Safe, Se-
cure, and Trustworthy Devel-
opment and Use of Artifi cial 
Intelligence. But upon return-
ing to the White House, Pres-
ident Donald Trump rejected 
this approach. His January 
2025 executive order on “re-
moving barriers to American 
leadership in artifi cial intelli-
gence” revoked AI policies and 
directives that “act as barriers 
to American AI innovation.”

More broadly, Trump’s ad-
ministration has deempha-
sized protecting human rights 
and regulating the tech sector, 
focusing instead on great-pow-
er chest-thumping and winning 
the technology “war” with Chi-
na. The AI Action Plan intro-
duced in July 2025 begins by as-
serting that the US is “in a race 
to achieve global dominance,” 
noting that it must “innovate 
faster and more comprehen-
sively” than its competitors, 
and “dismantle unnecessary 
regulatory barriers.” 

There is good news: the AI 
Action Plan incorporates sev-
eral recommendations on data 
ethics, global alliances, and 
standard-setting made by the 
Northern Virginia Technology 
Council taskforce – of which 
I was part – in response to the 
Trump administration’s request 

for information for the strategy. 
Nonetheless, the US is leaning 
heavily toward innovation, at the 
expense of regulations aimed at 
upholding AI ethics. It can even 
be said that the Trump admin-
istration is openly fl outing AI 
ethics, such as when it circulates 
AI-generated videos through the 
president's social-media account.

The Trump administration’s 
approach undoubtedly appeals 
to US tech giants, which like to 
claim that regulating datasets 
and algorithms is a losing game 
(even as some tout RAI). But 
American businesses have prov-
en more than adept at devising 
effective mechanisms to protect 
their own interests in the face 
of AI-related disruptions. Major 
record labels, for example, have 
found ways to ensure that they 
collect a licensing fee whenever 
music they own is used to create 
AI-generated tracks and to train 
large language models.

Moreover, contrary to the 
Trump administration’s stat-
ed priorities, even America’s 
capacity for innovation is now 
in jeopardy. The US retains dis-
tinct competitive advantages in 
the AI race – notably, a fl exible 
labour market, developed and 
liquid fi nancial markets, and 
a robust research infrastruc-
ture. But its failure to provide 
credible and sustained signals 
to investors, combined with ef-
forts to discourage immigration 
and hold universities hostage 
for political ends, risks under-
cutting America’s position.

Disregarding ethical consid-
erations in the name of inno-
vation is a recipe for disaster. 
But pretending that ethical 
principles will solve the real 
governance challenges AI rais-
es is similarly misguided. With 
AI developing at an extraordi-
nary rate, the need to strike the 
right balance between ethics 
and innovation – and to adhere 
to it consistently – has become 
impossible to ignore.

The writer is Director of 
Center for AI Innovation and 
Economic Competitiveness at 

George Mason University. 
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T he existence of bogus voters in the electoral rolls prepared by 
the Election Commission of India (ECI) has always been an 
issue that causes concern as it vitiates the polling process - 

the soul of democracy. Added to this vicious circle is the presence 
of names of the same voter in multiple constituencies with fake 
addresses. The latest disclosure of the manipulation of the elec-
toral machinery in a pilot project by the Congress in a Karnataka 
Assembly constituency has exposed the rot that has crept into the 
Election Commission (ECI) and the electoral system. The ECI has 
not been convincing enough in its response and denial of the pur-
ported malpractice. However, it has undertaken with gusto the task 
of removing the names of voters who are either dead or figure in 
more than one constituency. This Special Intensive Revision (SIR) 
exercise of electoral rolls is supposedly one step further from the 
practice of revision of electoral rolls being followed from time to 
time for decades. The first experiment of the SIR in Bihar has been 
done under clouded circumstances and many questions about its 
mechanism and intent still remain unanswered. This is for the 
simple reason that in the name of SIR the ECI has effectively taken 
upon itself the task of determining the citizenship of the country’s 
people, whereas its main remit is to include citizens’ names in the 
voter list and not to exclude existing ones. Over the years, the ECI 
has earned accolades for deploying tens of thousands of personnel 
to physically visit houses throughout the length and breadth of the 
country to enlist names in the voters’ list.   

After the Bihar experiment, the ECI announced 27 October the SIR 
in 12 States and Union Territories. Now a fresh announcement of this 
exercise, instead of instilling confi dence in the people, is giving rise to 
widespread fear and social tension. This is because the experience in 
Bihar suggests that the process may end up in the disenfranchisement 
of a signifi cant number of people. The timeline announced by the ECI 
is suspect – about a month for enumeration and a month for claims 
and objections. One signifi cant change from the Bihar model is the 
formal provision of a “Notice period” for hearing and verifi cation for 
about 54 days. The hurry is unwarranted given the serious purpose 
of the special revision when the bona fi de of a citizen may fall by the 
wayside because of a mechanical and not foolproof process of including 
names in the electoral rolls. In fact, the approach followed in Bihar 
produced glaring statistical anomalies in the fi nal roll.  

The Supreme Court’s intervention has produced some corrective 
measures, though a key question – Aadhaar as a means for validat-
ing names in the voters’ list – has been dealt with in a way that it is 
neither here nor there.

However, by offering this relief to millions of voters whose names 
are in the existing voters’ list the SC verdict has rather washed its 
hands of the vexed issue through a clever ploy. While acknowledging 
the acceptability of Aadhaar, it has ruled that the document can be 
used only as an address proof and not to establish one’s citizenship. 
That is not the remit of the Act governing Aadhaar either. This has 
strengthened the hands of the ECI to demand from the voters one more 
document to prove their citizenship. This is a grey area that the ECI 
has entered in a manner that the SIR virtually becomes a National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) through the backdoor since the corollary 
to exclusion of names from the voters’ list would mean one is not a 
bona fi de citizen. To detect who is a bona fi de citizen is the mandated 
task of the Union Home Ministry. But it backtracked from its attempt 
to enforce NRC following a backlash in Assam.

It may be that the SIR is becoming a tool to achieve what the govern-
ment could not do through the NRC. The ECI’s position as an autono-
mous constitutional body is, it appears, being misused to force states 
ruled by non-BJP governments to allow the SIR to be conducted even 
in the teeth of opposition by irate voters. West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee has already issued a grave warning about the social 
tension that the SIR would cause in the state, while several ruling party 
leaders have even said there could be blood bath. The Chief Election 
Commissioner, while rolling out the second phase of the SIR, addressed 
the issue by merely saying that a constitutional body would cooperate 
with another constitutional body during the exercise.

Such a stance does not answer questions about both the safety and 
security of the enumerators who would be visiting homes for the SIR 
and the backlash that the exercise may cause in the state.

The ECI is mandated to bring out an error-free voters’ list to the 
extent possible and not to decide in any way the bona fi de of one’s 
citizenship. Its method should be persuasive and not coercive. While 
no one can oppose the idea of ECI rejecting Aadhaar since it is a doc-
ument issued without any method to cross check veracity, similarly 
it has to be remembered that laws are made for the people, not the 
other way round. 
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Weaponising SIR

IN JEST THIS

Stories that make us hopeful, less stressed

Safeguard strategic interests

Sir, Bangladesh’s acting Premier, Muhammad Yunus, has 
sparked serious concern by presenting a book to a visiting 
Pakistani general that depicted parts of India’s northeastern 
states within Bangladesh’s borders. With national elections 
due in February 2026, this act refl ects Dhaka’s shifting political 
stance and growing proximity to Pakistan. In the last three 
years, Bangladesh–Pakistan trade has risen by 35%, direct air 
and sea routes have resumed, and visa curbs eased. Combined 
with increasing US–Pakistan engagement and China's deepen-
ing role through the CPEC project, a new strategic alignment 
seems to be forming around India's periphery. This emerging 
nexus of US–Pakistan–Bangladesh–China signals possible geo-
political manoeuvres that could encircle India diplomatically 
and strategically. The distorted map is thus not merely sym-
bolic—it indicates deeper intent. India must act with calculat-
ed precision—strengthening border security, reinforcing its 
northeastern outreach, and deepening regional alliances—to 
safeguard its sovereignty and long-term strategic interests.  

RS Narula, PATIALA

In order to see, you have to 
stop being in the middle of the 
picture.
 
  SRI AUROBINDO ETHICS & INNOVATION

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

During football season, I 
fi nd myself paying far 
less attention to poli-

tics. My wife would say that 
during football season I pay 
far less attention to everything, 
including whether I’m fully 
dressed. There’s a lot of truth 
in that. Football consumes 
most of my attention—and ev-
erything else takes a back seat. 

It’s a very narrow back seat, 
with politics being squeezed 
between music and funny an-
imal videos. Perhaps that’s a 
good thing, because politics 
seems to be far less uplifting 
than sports. 

A sports team or individual 
athlete can unite people, bring-
ing together fans of different 
races, religions and political 
affi liations. If you have a favou-
rite athlete, you probably don’t 
care which temple or church 
they attend. You just admire 
their talent and athletic feats.

Sports is full of inspiration-
al stories. Just the other day, 
I read about Minakshi Hooda, 
a 24-year-old from Haryana 
who won a gold medal at the 
2025 World Boxing Champion-
ships in Liverpool, England. 

Hooda’s father is an auto-rick-
shaw driver and she’s the fi rst 
member of her family to be 
involved in sports. Imagine 
the obstacles she faced, none 
bigger than convincing her 
parents that it was okay to let 
her hit other people.

Dad: “Who are you going to 
be hitting?”

Daughter: “Other girls.”
Dad: “What if they call the 

police?”
Daughter: “They won’t. No 

phones in the ring.”
It’s worth noting that poli-

tics occasionally gives us inspi-
rational stories too. How can 
you not be inspired by Zohran 
Mamdani, the 34-year-old In-
dian-American politician who 
came out of nowhere to win the 
Democratic nomination and 
become the overwhelming 
favourite in New York City’s 
mayoral race? Before he start-
ed campaigning for mayor, 
Mamdani was given as much 
chance of winning as a Maruti 
racing against a Lamborghini. 
(It turns out that the Lambo-
rghini in Mamdani’s race, 
former New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo, was running 

out of petrol, while the Maruti 
was electric.)

Why are inspirational stories 
important? Because they give 
us hope. They show us what’s 
possible if we work hard and 
keep striving toward a goal.

If a blind woman can swim 
across the English Channel, as 
Melanie Barratt did last year, 
it gives me hope that one day, 
with many hours of training, 
I can swim all the way across 
my local public pool. 

Inspirational stories don’t 
just give us hope—they also 
help reduce our stress. That’s 
what a new study published 
in the Psychology of Popular 
Media, a publication of the 
American Psychological As-
sociation, suggests.

About 1,000 adults partic-
ipated in the study and were 
randomly assigned to one 
of four groups. One group 
watched an inspiring video, 
no longer than fi ve minutes, 
every day for fi ve days. A 
second group meditated for a 
few minutes each day. A third 
group watched a few minutes 
of comedy, while the fi nal 
group chose their own mobile 

media content. 
The researchers found that 

people who watched the in-
spiring videos (including the 
story of a cancer survivor who 
climbed Mount Everest) felt 
more hopeful. “And that hope 
predicted lower stress over the 
next ten days,” study author 
Robin Nabi of University of Cal-
ifornia Santa Barbara told NPR.

Comparing the results from 
the fi rst and second groups, 
the researchers found that 
watching inspiring videos was 
just as effective as meditation, 
at least for creating hope and 
reducing stress.

“We were actually quite 
surprised at how similar the 
effects of the inspiring videos 
were to the group that medi-
tated,” Nabi said.

In contrast, the group that 
watched comedy didn’t gain 
much hope, similar to the 
group that watched whatever 
they wanted.

What the study shows is that 
it’s important to spend your 
time wisely. If you can’t med-
itate, do the next best thing: 
watch football. Trust me, it 
can inspire you.

 With AI developing at an extraordinary rate, 
the need to strike the right balance between 

ethics and innovation – and to adhere to it 
consistently – has become impossible to ignore

DISREGARDING 
ETHICAL 

CONSIDERATIONS 
IN THE NAME OF 
INNOVATION IS 

A RECIPE FOR 
DISASTER

JP Singh

IF YOU CAN’T 
MEDITATE, DO 

THE NEXT BEST 
THING: WATCH 

FOOTBALL. 
TRUST ME, IT CAN 

INSPIRE YOU

Melvin Durai

WISDOM CORNER

It is through gratitude for the present moment that the spiri-
tual dimension of life opens up.  
 ECKHART TOLLE

I fi rmly believe that any man's fi nest hour, the greatest 
fulfi llment of all that he holds dear, is that moment when he 
has worked his heart out in a good cause and lies exhausted 
on the fi eld of battle - victorious. 
 VINCE LOMBARDI

A man can be himself only so long as he is alone, and if he 
does not love solitude, he will not love freedom, for it is only 
when he is alone that he is really free.
 ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER

 

1863: Red Cross founded. Also known as the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the Red Cross is a humanitarian 
institution that has been a three-time recipient of the Nobel Peace 
Prize.

1923: The Republic of Turkey was established, largely through the 
efforts of Kemal Atatürk, who is considered the country's founder 
and served as its fi rst president.

1929: Collapse of US stock market prices. Just fi ve days after 
nearly 13 million shares of U.S. stock were sold in one day in 1929, 
an additional 16 million shares were sold this day, called “Black 
Tuesday,” further fueling the crisis known as the Great Depression.

1956: Israel's army attacked Egypt in the Sinai Peninsula in a 
fi ght for control of the Suez Canal area.

Concerns over privacy

Sir, As India digitises its healthcare systems, Big Tech’s 
involvement raises signifi cant concerns about patient 
data privacy and security. Big Tech companies’ growing 
infl uence has only shaped the healthcare sector according 
to its own corporate interests. They negatively infl uence 
public health in India through the spread of health misin-
formation, the promotion of unhealthy lifestyles, and the 
erosion of data privacy. These issues disproportionately 
affect vulnerable populations, increase health disparities, 
and can undermine public trust in the country’s health-
care system. Also, Big Tech’s increasing involvement in 
digital health could lead to sensitive health information 
being used for commercial purposes or falling into the 
hands of malicious actors, which raises critical ethical 
concerns. Public health ethics perspectives, therefore, 
raise the all-important question of whether the Central 
government ought to intervene in the activities of Big Tech 
in order to safeguard public health in India. 

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI

 FOCUS



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 28: Changes in 
land use, including agriculture, 
settlements, and shifting culti-
vation, are directly degrading 
the water quality of rivers feed-
ing into the Loktak Lake -- one 
of India’s most iconic freshwa-
ter ecosystems and a designat-
ed “Ramsar Site” in Manipur 
-- threatening biodiversity and 
livelihoods of local communi-
ties, a study by the Nagaland 
University has found. 

Loktak Lake is home to 132 
plant species and 428 animal 
species, and supports hydro-
power, fi sheries, transport, and 
tourism.

However, in recent decades, 
the lake has been listed under 
the Montreux Record -- a glob-
al warning list for wetlands 
undergoing serious ecological 
damage.

 Reduced fi sh populations, 
rising pollution levels and 
increased sedimentation 
have now become growing 
concerns. A Ramsar site is 
a wetland designated to be 
of international importance 
under Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands. 

These sites are recognised 
for their ecological signifi -
cance, such as supporting bio-
diversity or providing critical 
habitat for waterfowl.

 The convention was signed 
in 1971 in Ramsar, Iran.

The study was published in 

the International Journal of 
Environment and Pollution, a 
peer-reviewed journal publish-
ing research on environmental 
contaminants and their impact 
on health and ecosystems.

"The study highlights the 
pressing environmental chal-
lenges arising from agricultur-
al runoff, human settlements, 
and shifting cultivation, which 
are directly impacting the riv-
er water quality in the region. 
The study confi rms that agri-
cultural runoff, settlements 
and shifting cultivation in 
Loktak catchment are directly 
degrading river water quality, 
with Nambul and Khuga rivers 
emerging as most polluted due 
to high land-use disturbanc-
es," said Jagadish K Patnaik, 

Vice Chancellor, Nagaland 
University. 

To understand the root 
cause, researchers at the Na-
galand University conducted 
fi eld sampling across nine 
major rivers -- Khuga, Western, 
Nambul, Imphal, Kongba, Iril, 
Thoubal, Heirok and Sekmai 
-- that drain into Loktak Lake.

Using detailed Land Use 
Land Cover (LULC) maps, 
the team compared different 
types of land activities such 
as agricultural areas, dense 
and degraded forests, settle-
ments, Jhum cultivation and 
water bodies, against water 
quality indicators like dis-
solved oxygen (DO), biologi-
cal oxygen demand (BOD) and 
temperature.

Agricultural runoff, settlements 
degrading Manipur’s Loktak Lake

“Ramsar Site” in Manipur 
-- threatening biodiversity 

and livelihoods of local 
communities, a study 

by the Nagaland 
University has found

However, in recent decades, 
the lake has been listed under 

the Montreux Record -- a global 
warning list for wetlands 

undergoing serious 
ecological damage
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New Delhi, Oct 28: Since Oc-
tober 1, Delhi has witnessed at 
least 10 encounters between 
police and criminals, resulting 
in the deaths of fi ve criminals 
and the arrest of over a dozen. 
These operations were part of a 
sustained crackdown targeting 
organized crime networks and 
habitual offenders operating in 
Delhi and neighboring states. 
Police have emphasized that 
many of the arrested criminals 
had a history of using fi rearms 
and displaying them on social 
media to intimidate rivals.

On October 2, two members 
of the Rohit Godara-Goldy 
Brar-Virender Charan gang 
were arrested after a gunfi ght 
in Jaitpur-Kalindi Kunj Road. 
The accused, Rahul and Sahil 
from Haryana, were allegedly 
contracted to kill a social me-
dia infl uencer. Rahul, wanted 
for a triple murder in Yamu-
nanagar, was injured during 
the exchange of fi re.

The following day, October 
3, two more gangsters, Akash 
Rajput and Mahipal from Ra-
jasthan, were captured after an 
encounter in Kapashera. Both 
were linked to the Godara gang 
and were wanted for multiple 
extortion and kidnapping cases 
across three states. Rajput, who 
had a bounty of Rs 20,000 on his 
head, was shot in the leg before 
being arrested.

On October 7, a joint opera-
tion by Delhi and Gurugram 

police led to the killing of 
Bhim Mahabahadur Jora, a 
Nepal-based criminal, in south-
east Delhi. Jora was wanted for 
several crimes, including the 
murder of a Jangpura doctor in 
May 2024, and was shot dead af-
ter he opened fi re on the police.

On October 9, police in Ro-
hini arrested Hamza, a man 
wanted for a murder in Uttar 
Pradesh's Meerut. Hamza had 
fi lmed the killing of his friend 
and uploaded it on social me-
dia. He was shot in the leg 
during a police confrontation.

The encounters continued 
on October 10, with Aftab 
Alam alias Atti being injured 
in Narela after a gunfi ght. Atti 
had been involved in several 
robbery, snatching, and mur-
der cases. On October 22, Ritik 
alias Dancer was caught after 
a gunfi ght in Dwarka. He had 
been accused of murder and 
was shot in the leg.

One of the most signifi cant 

encounters occurred October 
23 when four members of the 
Bihar-based Sigma Gang were 
killed in Rohini after opening 
fi re on a joint Delhi-Bihar police 
team. These criminals were want-
ed for multiple murders in Bihar.

On October 25, an arms sup-
plier named Kanishk alias 
Koku was injured in Mehrauli 
during a shootout, and later 
that night, three robbers were 
arrested in Nangloi after anoth-
er shootout. The following day, 
October 26, Himanshu, a want-
ed robber, was arrested after a 
brief encounter in Badarpur.

The latest encounter oc-
curred on October 27, when 
arms supplier Tejas alias 
Bharat was arrested after a 
gunfi ght near Astha Kunj Park. 
He was wanted for a Diwali 
night fi ring incident.

These encounters refl ect Del-
hi Police’s ongoing strategy to 
crack down on organized crime 
and enhance public safety.

5 criminals killed, dozens 
injured since Oct 1: Cops

ENCOUNTERS 
IN DELHI
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Guwahati, Oct 28: The 
proposed law against po-
lygamy will have a pun-
ishment of at least sev-
en years, Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma said Monday.

The Bill will be in-
troduced in the Assem-
bly November 25, the 
fi rst day of the winter 
session, he said at the 
launch of the second 
phase of the ‘Mukhya 
Mantrir Nijut Moina’ 
scheme.

“If a person marries 
another woman with-
out legally divorcing 
his wife, then there will 
be provision of seven 

years or more impris-
onment irrespective of 
his religion,” he told the 
benefi ciary girls attend-
ing the programme. The 
accused may say that his 
religion permits it, but 
the BJP government 
will never allow polyg-
amy, he added. Sarma 
said, “We will protect 

the dignity of women in 
this state at any cost.”

The government 
last year launched the 
‘Mukhya Mantrir Ni-
jut Moina’ scheme to 
support girl education 
by providing monthly 
fi nancial assistance of 
Rs 1,000 for Class 11 stu-
dents, Rs 1,250 for fi rst-
year undergraduates 
and Rs 2,500 for fi rst-
year postgraduates, 
and BEd students for 
10 months.

“Because of this 
scheme, the enrol-
ment rate rose and 
the dropout rate of 
girls declined sub-
stantially compared 
to last year. An over-

all 3.5 lakh girls will ben-
efi t from the scheme this 
year,” Sarma said.

Last week, the CM had 
said the state govern-
ment will introduce sev-
eral Bills in the upcom-
ing Assembly session on 
issues like 'love-jihad' 
and polygamy.

Assam planning 7-yr jail 
for polygamy in new Bill

Environmentalists term Delhi’s 
cloud-seeding trial short-term fi x
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New Delhi, Oct 28: In an effort 
to ensure cleaner and more hy-
gienic campuses, the Delhi gov-
ernment has revamped the san-
itation system in its schools, 
extending private cleaning 
services to hundreds of addi-
tional institutions across the 
national capital.

The Delhi Directorate of 
Education has signed an um-
brella agreement with a pri-
vate organisation to manage 
sanitation in 621 more schools, 
adding to the 117 that were al-
ready availing such services.

“The restructuring aims 
to maintain the highest stan-
dards of cleanliness in all gov-
ernment schools,” an offi cial 
said. “Regular inspections will 
be carriedout by departmental 
offi cers to ensure proper im-
plementation of the sanitation 
contract,” he said.

For schools not covered un-
der private sanitation services, 
the government has deployed 
three to four regular sweepers 
in each institution depending 
on student enrollment, he said.

Heads of schools have been 
instructed to monitor the sani-
tation work closely and ensure 
that cleaning is completed at 
least 30 minutes before the start 
of each school session.

“The cleaning frequency 
will depend on the strength of 
students, ranging from twice a 
day for smaller schools to up 
to eight times a day for schools 
with over 1,500 students,” the 
offi cial explained.

621 more Delhi 
schools to have pvt 
cleaning services
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New Delhi, Oct 28: Environmen-
talists have termed the Delhi gov-
ernment's cloud-seeding trial a 
short-term measure, saying it may 
temporarily reduce pollution but 
will not address the root causes of 
the capital's deteriorating air quality.

The Delhi government, in collab-
oration with IIT-Kanpur, conduct-
ed a cloud-seeding trial Tuesday to 
induce artifi cial rain in parts of the 
national capital.

"Rain can subside pollution but it 
is only a temporary, end-of-the-tail 
solution that might provide relief 
for a few days. This cannot be do-
ne every time," environmentalist 
Vimlendu Jha said.

He said the government should 
focus on tackling pollution at the 
grassroots level. "Cloud seeding al-
so affects soil and water bodies as 
chemicals like sulphur and iodide 
are injected into clouds. Moreover, 
this approach is city-specifi c, what 
about the pollutants coming from 
neighbouring states?" he asked.

Author and clean-air advocate 
Jyoti Pande Lavakare compared the 
cloud-seeding trial to previous short-
term measures, such as smog towers.

"The only way to reduce pollu-
tion is to reduce emissions, which 
no one seems willing to do. Adding 
chemicals to clouds or air is about 
optics, not real impact," she said.

Lavakare added that recent pol-
icy decisions, such as the rollback 

of the emission norms for thermal 
power plants, have weakened ef-
forts to control pollution.

Another environmentalist, Kriti 
Gupta, said such options could be 
explored but should not be seen as 
solutions in themselves.

"We should be open to scientifi c 
trials but not prioritise them as 
the only option. Civic awareness, 
reduced use of private transport, 
control on construction dust and 
better waste management are es-
sential for lasting improvement," 
she said.

The government had conducted 
a test fl ight over Burari last week, 
releasing small quantities of sil-
ver iodide and sodium chloride 
compounds used for artifi cial rain. 
However, the attempt did not yield 
results due to low atmospheric 
moisture levels of less than 20 per 
cent, against the required 50 per 
cent for successful cloud seeding.

The Delhi cabinet May 7 ap-
proved a proposal to conduct fi ve 
cloud-seeding trials at a total cost 
of Rs 3.21 crore.

However, the exercise faced 
multiple postponements due to un-
favourable weather and monsoon 
conditions, including deadlines set 
for May-end, early June, August, 
September and, most recently, the 
second week of October.

The Delhi government, in collaboration with IIT-Kanpur, conducted a 
cloud-seeding trial Tuesday to induce artifi cial rain in parts of the national capital
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Agartala, Oct 28: Tripura 
Chief Minister Manik Saha 
Tuesday inaugurated WiFi fa-
cilities in 11 government gen-
eral degree colleges, giving a 
major fi llip in digital education.

With this, every general de-
gree college in the state is now 
equipped with WiFi, offi cials said, 
adding that plans are underway to 
extend the facility to fi ve polytech-
nic institutes as well.  The fi rst 
phase of the project, launched 
in October last year, connected 
19 colleges with a 100 Mbps back-
bone network. The newly inau-
gurated second phase covers the 
remaining 11 colleges, each with 
around 20 wireless access points 
to ensure seamless campus-wide 
coverage. With an investment of 
Rs 12.32 crore, the project pro-
vides reliable internet access 
to students, faculty, and staff, 
marking a major step toward 
transforming higher education 
in the state.

Tripura CM launches WiFi 
facility in 11 govt colleges



Chhath 
festival was 
celebrated 

across the city 
and some waste 
is expected to 
have been left 
behind. We will clean it up 
through a special drive

REKHA GUPTA | DELHI CM

Education 
gives us 
knowledge 

and skills, but 
culture gives 
us values and 
identity

NAYAB SAINI | HARYANA CM
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national
‘INDIA TO SET UP NATIONAL 
AVIATION SAFETY CENTRE’
India will set up a national aviation 
safety centre modelled on global 
best practices to train aircraft ac-
cident investigators and aviation 
professionals, a senior government 
offi cial said Tuesday

Our goal is to train ten 
lakh skilled youth, cre-
ate fi ve lakh high-quality 
jobs, and provide em-
ployment for two lakh 
people in Global Capa-
bility Centres
PINARAYI VIJAYAN  | KERALA CM

The demo-
cratic exer-
cise in 2026 

will decide the 
future of Tamil 
Nadu - between 
our government 
that stands tall with its unique-
ness and self-respect and the 
slaves (AIADMK) who bow 
down to Delhi

M K STALIN  |  TN CM

Verdict on Rahul’s 
remark November 7
Sambhal (UP): A court 
here Tuesday reserved its 
judgment in a case fi led 
against Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi over his alleged 
"fi ghting the Indian state" 
remarks made earlier this 
year.  Additional District Judge 
(ADJ) II Aarti Fauzdar at the 
Chandausi district court fi xed 
the verdict for November 7, 
offi cials said. The case was 
fi led by Simran Gupta, national 
president of the Hindu Shakti 
Dal, who alleged that Gandhi's 
comments had "hurt public 
sentiments".

Man held raping
elderly woman 
Bhadohi (UP): A man was 
Tuesday arrested for allegedly 
raping a 65-year-old woman 
in Uttar Pradesh's Bhadohi, 
police said.  According to 
the police, Rahul Pandit (25) 
raped the woman at about 
1 am Sunday when she was 
sleeping outside her house.  
The accused was inebriated 
when he committed the crime, 
they said, adding that he also 
threatened the woman and 
later fl ed from the spot.

40 kg IED planted 
by Naxalites seized 
Sukma (Chhattisgarh): 
Security forces Tuesday 
recovered a powerful 40-kg 
improvised explosive device 
(IED), planted by Maoists, in 
Chhattisgarh's Sukma district, 
offi cials said. A joint team of the 
Central Reserve Police Force’s 
(CRPF) 159th battalion and 
district police unearthed the 
explosive along the Fulbagdi-
Badeshetti road, they said.

Youth, uncle held for 
stabbing man to death 
New Delhi: A 35-year-old man 
was allegedly stabbed to death 
after he intervened in a quarrel 
between his wife and a youth 
who had passed lewd remarks 
and molested her in northeast 
Delhi's Seemapuri area, police 
said Tuesday.  Muslin (18) and 
his uncle have been arrested 
in connection with the alleged 
murder, they said, adding 
that the deceased has been 
identifi ed as Akbar Ali Mirza, a 
resident of New Seemapuri.

3 die, 2 injured in 
Assam road mishap
Morigaon: Three people, 
including a senior doctor, died 
and two others were injured 
Tuesday when their vehicle 
lost control and hit a divider 
on National Highway-27 in 
Assam's Morigaon, police said. 
A senior police offi cer said fi ve 
people were travelling in an 
SUV from Jagiroad to Nagaon 
when the accident took place 
near Nellie around 3:30 am.

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Oct 28: The so-
ciety will not forgive the judi-
ciary if it doesn't take care of 
doctors and stand for them, 
the Supreme Court said 
Tuesday while reserving its 
judgement on a plea against 
non-inclusion of doctors and 
health workers who lost their 
lives battling Covid-19 at pri-
vate clinics, dispensaries and 
non-recognised hospitals in 
insurance policies.  

A bench comprising Jus-
tices P S Narasimha and R Ma-
hadevan said the government 
must ensure that insurance 
companies settle the valid 
claims, and added that the as-
sumption that private doctors 
were working for profi t making 
was not correct.

“Society will not forgive us 

if we don't take care of our doc-
tors and don't stand for them...”

“You should compel the in-
surance company to pay if ac-
cording to you the condition is 
met that they were on COVID 
response and they died because 
of COVID. Merely because they 
were not in government duty, 

the assumption that they were 
making profi ts and then they 
were sitting is not correct,” the 
bench observed orally.

The top court directed the 
Centre to provide relevant data 
and information regarding oth-
er similar or parallel schemes 
available apart from the Prad-

han Mantri Insurance Scheme.
“Give the data to us and some 

information about other paral-
lel schemes that are available 
apart from the Pradhan Man-
tri scheme. We will lay down 
the principle and on that basis 
claims can be made to the insur-
ance company. It is for the insur-
ance company to consider and 
pass orders on the basis of our 
judgment,” the bench observed.

The top court was hear-
ing a plea by Pradeep Arora 
and others against a March 
9, 2021, order of the Bombay 
High Court, which held that 
private hospital staffers were 
not entitled to receive benefits 
under the insurance scheme 
unless their services were req-
uisitioned by the state or the 
Central government.

A plea was fi led in the high 
court by Kiran Bhaskar Sur-

gade, who lost her husband 
-- who ran a private clinic in 
Thane -- to Covid-19 in 2020.

The insurance company 
rejected her claim under the 
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kaly-
an Package (PMGKP) on the 
ground that her husband's 
clinic was not recognised as a 
Covid-19 hospital.

The PMGKP was announced 
in March 2020, and its coverage 
has been extended since then.

It was launched to provide a 
safety net to the health work-
ers to ensure that in case of any 
adversity due to Covid-19, their 
families are taken care of.

An insurance cover of Rs 50 
lakh is provided to the health 
workers under the PMKGP 
scheme, which has become a 
safety net for the dependents 
of the Covid warriors who lost 
their lives to the infection.

Society won’t forgive us if we neglect our docs: SC
A bench comprising Justices P S Narasimha and R Mahadevan said the government must ensure that insurance companies 
settle the valid claims, and added that the assumption that private doctors were working for profi t making was not correct
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New Delhi, Oct 28: President 
Droupadi Murmu will take a 
sortie in Rafale fi ghter jet from 
Ambala Air Force base in Hary-
ana Wednesday.

Rafale jets were used during 
Operation Sindoor, launched 
by India in response to the 
April 22 dastardly Pahalgam 
terror attack.

Former presidents A P J 
Abdul Kalam and Pratibha Pa-
til had undertaken sorties in 
Sukhoi-30 MKI fi ghter aircraft 
at the Air Force Station, Lohe-
gaon near Pune June 8, 2006 
and November 25, 2009, respec-
tively. On April 8, 2023, Murmu, 
the supreme commander of the 
Indian armed forces, became 
the third President and second 
woman head of the state to take 
a sortie in Sukhoi-30 MKI fi ght-
er aircraft at the Tezpur Air 
Force Station, Assam.

"The President of India, Smt 
Droupadi Murmu, will visit 
Ambala, Haryana tomorrow 
where she will take a sortie 
in Rafale," a statement issued 
Tuesday by the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan said. Manufactured by 
French aerospace major Das-
sault Aviation, Rafale fi ghter 
aircraft were formally induct-
ed into the Indian Air Force in 
September 2020 at the Air Force 
Station, Ambala. The fi rst fi ve 
Rafale aircraft, which had ar-
rived from France July 27, 2020, 
were inducted in 17 Squadron, 
the 'Golden Arrows'.
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New Delhi, Oct 28: The Cab-
inet Tuesday approved the 
terms of reference of the 8th 
Pay Commission, which will 
benefi t 50 lakh central govern-
ment employees and 69 lakh 
pensioners and will have impli-
cations on the emoluments of 
the staff of state governments.

The recommendations of 
the Commission, to be head-
ed by former Supreme Court 
judge Ranjana Prakash Desi, 
are likely to be effective from 
January 1, 2026.

The commission will submit 
its report in 18 months and in-
terim reports as and when they 
are fi nalised. The announce-
ment comes ahead of Bihar state 
elections, which will be held be-
tween November 6 and 11.

According to an offi cial state-
ment, the commission will look 
into “the prevailing emolument 
structure, benefi ts and working 
conditions available to employees 
of Central Public Sector Under-
takings and private sector” while 
fi nalising its recommendations.

While making its recommen-
dations, the commission will 
also consider the economic 
conditions in the country and 
the need for fi scal prudence, 
and the need to ensure that ad-
equate resources are available 

for developmental expenditure 
and welfare measures.

It would also take into account 
the unfunded cost of non-con-
tributory pension schemes; and 
the likely impact of the recom-
mendations on the fi nances of 
the state Governments which 
usually adopt the recommenda-
tions with some modifi cations, 
the statement said.

"The Union Cabinet, chaired 
by the Prime Minister Shri Na-
rendra Modi, today approved 
the Terms of Reference of 8th 
Central Pay Commission," 
Information & Broadcasting 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
told reporters.

The commission will exam-
ine and recommend changes in 
salaries and other benefi ts of 
central government employees.

The commission's recom-
mendations will cover nearly 
50 lakh central government 
employees, including defence 
services personnel, and 69 lakh 
pensioners.

The ToR of the commission 
was approved by the Cabinet 
about nine months after it gave 
an in-principle nod to setting 
up the 8th Pay Commission.

The ToR has been fi nalised 
after consultation with various 
ministries, state governments 
and staff side of joint consulta-
tive machinery.

The Pay Commission, under 
Desai, will have one part-time 
member -- IIM (Bangalore) Pro-
fessor Pulak Ghosh, while Pe-
troleum Secretary Pankaj Jain 
will be the Member Secretary.

Desai is the chairman of the 

Press Council of India. She 
has headed major government 
panels in the past, including the 
Delimitation Commission for 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and the expert 
committee on drafting of Ut-
tarakhand's Uniform Civil Code 
(UCC). This will be her fourth 
major assignment after retiring 
as a Supreme Court judge.

On the date of implementation 
of the pay panel award, Vaish-
naw said, "The specifi c date will 
be decided once the interim re-
port comes in... But mostly it 
should be January 1, 2026."

Usually, recommendations of 
the pay commissions are imple-
mented after a gap of every 10 
years. Going by this trend, the 
effect of the 8th Central Pay 
Commission recommendations 
would normally be expected 
from January 1, 2026, the gov-
ernment said in a statement.

The 7th Pay Commission was 
constituted in February 2014. Its 
recommendations were imple-
mented from January 1, 2016.

To compensate central gov-
ernment employees for ero-
sion in the real value of their 
salaries on account of infl ation, 
dearness allowance (DA) is paid 
to them, and the rate of DA is 
revised periodically every six 
months on the basis of the rate 
of infl ation.

Cabinet okays ToR of 8th pay panel
The commission will submit its 

report in 18 months and interim 
reports as and when they are 
fi nalised

The announcement 
comes ahead of Bihar 

state elections, which 
will be held between 
November 6 and 11
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Gopalganj (Bihar), Oct 28: 
AIMIM president Asaduddin 
Owaisi Tuesday kicked off the 
election campaign of his party 
for the Bihar assembly elec-
tions, questioning why the east-
ern state cannot have a Muslim 
CM despite the minority com-
munity comprising 17 per cent 
of the state's population.

The Hyderabad MP lambast-
ed the ruling NDA as well as 
the Opposition INDIA bloc for 
allegedly “giving a raw deal” 
to the Muslim community. 
Owaisi, whose party is con-

testing 32 Assembly seats in 
the poll-bound state, launched 
his election campaign from Go-
palganj, where he addressed a 
rally at a village 20 km away 
from the district headquarters.

“Why cannot a Muslim, who 
represents 17 per cent of the 
state’s population, become the 
chief minister? After all, they 
seem to have no problem with 
promising the deputy CM’s post 
to a person who represents on-
ly three per cent of the popu-
lation,” he added. The allusion 
was to the INDIA bloc, which 
has named RJD leader Tejash-
wi Yadav as its chief ministe-

rial candidate, promising the 
deputy CM’s post to Mukesh 
Sahni, a Nishad leader who 
heads Vikassheel Insan Party.

Owaisi said, “Parties like 
Congress, RJD and Samajwadi 
Party seek votes of Muslims, 
cashing in on the minority com-
munity’s fear of the BJP. These 
parties have not been able to 

stop the BJP but are still try-
ing to get the votes of Muslims 
under the same pretext.”

Training his guns at the rul-
ing BJP at the Centre, Owaisi 
pointed out, "Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi claims to take 
all along and strive to work for 
the progress of all. But his par-
ty fails to give tickets, in elec-
tions, to a single Muslim."

He also charged Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah with indulg-
ing in dog-whistling against the 
minority community by repeat-
edly referring to 'infi ltrators' 
(ghuspaithiye) in his election 
speeches.

Why can’t Bihar have Muslim CM: Owaisi
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 28: The Delhi 
Police has arrested a 59-year-
old man for his alleged in-
volvement in espionage 
activities, including links 
with a foreign-based nuclear 
scientist, and a fake passport 
racket operating from Jam-
shedpur in Jharkhand, an 
official said Tuesday.

The accused, identified 
as Mohammad Adil Hus-
saini and also known by the 
names Syed Adil Hussain, 
Nasimuddin and Syed Adil 
Hussaini, was apprehended 
from Seemapuri in Delhi two 
days ago, he said.

A police source said that 
the accused was in touch 
with a nuclear scientist based 
abroad and had travelled to 
several countries, including 
Pakistan. 

He obtained three identity 
cards of a sensitive installa-
tion using forged documents, 
the source claimed.

Additional Commissioner 
of Police (Special Cell) Pramod 
Singh Kushwah said that Adil 
is a resident of Tata Nagar, Jam-
shedpur.

 “Adil and his brother Akhtar 
Hussaini are suspected of 
supplying sensitive infor-
mation to foreign countries 
and procuring multiple Indian 
passports using forged docu-
ments,” the offi cer said. 

The entire network was al-
legedly being operated from 
Jamshedpur, where fake iden-
tity cards and passports were 
being prepared with the help of 
counterfeit documents.

During the search, police 
seized one original and two 
forged passports from Adil’s 
possession. 

President to fl y 
sortie in Rafale 
fi ghter jet today

Suspected spy held, 
had travelled to Pak

MANIFESTO FOR BIHAR POLLS

INDIA promises jobs,
pension, free power
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Patna, Oct 28: The INDIA bloc 
Tuesday released its manifesto 
for the Bihar Assembly polls, 
promising, among other things, 
a government job to one mem-
ber of every household, resto-
ration of old pension scheme 
and 200 units of free power.

The 32-page-long ‘Bihar ka 
Tejashwi Pran’ (Tejashwi’s re-
solve) was released at a crowd-
ed press conference where the 
35-year-old RJD leader was 
joined by alliance partners.

The INDIA bloc manifesto 
for the Bihar polls has 25 ma-
jor points assuring practical 
solutions, Yadav said at the 
manifesto release.

“A new law guaranteeing em-
ployment would be introduced 
within 20 days of the INDIA 
bloc forming the government 
in Bihar,” he said.

An employment guarantee 
scheme will be implemented 
across Bihar within 20 months 
of the INDIA bloc government 
formation, he added.

All contractual workers in 
the Bihar government depart-
ments will be made permanent. 
Also, all 'Jeevika Didis' will be 
made permanent and given a 
monthly salary of Rs 30,000, 
the manifesto said.

The manifesto also promised 
IT parks, SEZs, dairy and agro-
based industries, an education 
city and fi ve new expressways 
in the state.

“People of Bihar want a 
crime-free and scam-free 
regime... they will teach a les-
son to NDA in the polls,” Yadav 
said.

People want a government 
that would provide 'padhai' 
(better education), 'dawai' 
(better health facilities), 'ka-

mai' (employment) and 'sichai' 
(better irrigation facilities), he 
said.

"The NDA has no vision for 
Bihar... they have not released 
the manifesto for the polls so 
far... BJP leaders and corrupt 
offi cials have made Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar a puppet... 
The BJP is using Nitish Kumar 
to further its interest... Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah has 
already made it clear that Ni-
tish will not be the CM face," 
he alleged.

"The Bihar Prohibition and 
Excise Act has completely 
failed. If the INDIA bloc is vot-
ed to power, we will remove 
the ban on toddy (tari)," Yadav 
said.

"The INDIA bloc manifesto 
is the roadmap for the develop-
ment of Bihar. It is a resolution 
to make the state number one," 
he added.

A banner was put at the man-
ifesto release venue featuring 
the photographs of all promi-
nent INDIA bloc leaders.

A press conference of the IN-
DIA bloc leaders held in Patna 
on October 23 triggered a con-
troversy as the banner featured 
only the photograph of Tejash-
wi Yadav and no other leader 
of the alliance.

All prominent leaders of the 
INDIA bloc were present at 
the release of the manifesto. 
While senior Congress leader 
Pawan Khera represented his 
party, CPI(ML) Liberation 
general secretary Dipankar 
Bhattacharya, VIP party chief 
Mukesh Sahni and other INDIA 
bloc leaders were also present.

Leader of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, will join 
the INDIA bloc campaign for 
the Bihar polls Wednesday, 
said Khera and Yadav.

DGCA may curb power bank use onboard fl ights
NEW DELHI: Aviation regulator DGCA may put in place certain restrictions on the use of power banks onboard 
fl ights after studying global practices, according to a senior offi cial. In the wake of the incident of a passenger's 
power bank catching fi re onboard an IndiGo fl ight October 19, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
has been looking into the use of power banks onboard fl ights. The offi cial told PTI that some restrictions might be 
brought in but there are no plans to ban the use of power banks. The global practices are being looked and after 
that, a decision will be taken, the offi cial said.  On October 19, a passenger's power bank caught fi re on board a 
Dimapur-bound IndiGo plane while taxiing at the Delhi airport, and the fi re was extinguished by the cabin crew.

Shuttle bus catches fi re at Delhi airport; no casualty
NEW DELHI: A shuttle bus parked at Terminal 3 of the Indira Gandhi International Airport in Delhi caught fi re 
Tuesday afternoon, offi cials said.  No casualty has been reported as the Air India ground handling company's 
bus was vacant at the time of the incident, they said. Visuals of the incident showed that the rear end of the 
AISATS bus, parked in the vicinity of an Air India aircraft, engulfed in fl ames.  Deputy Commissioner of Police 
(IGI) Vichitra Veer, in a statement, said the bus was not carrying any passengers or luggage at the time of the 
incident.  The fi re was extinguished within a couple of minutes. The bus was stationary and fully vacant at the 
time of the incident, Delhi airport operator DIAL said.

Cough syrup tragedy: Drug company’s medical representative held
CHHINDWARA (MP): Police have arrested a medical representative of Sresan Pharma, manufacturer of 
‘contaminated’ cough syrup Coldrif syrup which is suspected to have caused the deaths of 24 children 
in Madhya Pradesh, an official said here Tuesday. Satish Verma, who worked for the Tamil Nadu-based 
company, was arrested from Chhindwara on the intervening night of Sunday and Monday, said Parasia Sub 
Divisional Officer of Police Jitendra Kumar Jaat.

S N I P P E T S



The migration of 
Malayali students 
abroad is indeed a 
CRISIS for Kerala’s 
future economy.
NOTE: Malayali 
Comrades should 

learn from China.
Around 20% of students returned 
to Kerala in 2023, while in China, 
the return rate rose from around 
50% in 2010 to around 80% in 2019.

 @VarierAravind
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national
HAL TO PRODUCE RUSSIAN
SJ-100 CIVIL AIRCRAFT
India and Russia have fi rmed up 
a joint collaboration to produce a 
twin-engine narrow-body passen-
ger aircraft for short-haul fl ights 
in line with growing strategic ties 
between the two countries

These are 
models of 

sustainability that also 
offer economic and 
social benefi ts. Our 
goal is to make waste 
management a part of 
our daily administrative 
and civic behavior
JITENDRA SINGH | UNION MINISTER

Delhi’s air quality
improves marginally
New Delhi: Delhi’s air quality 
improved slightly to the ‘poor’ 
category Tuesday, with the 
Air Quality Index dropping to 
294 at 4 pm, according to the 
Central Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB). In the morning, the 
Air Quality Index (AQI) stood 
in the ‘very poo’ category with 
a reading of 305. A thin veil of 
haze hung over the city.

Four minors among
fi ve drown in pond 
Hazaribag (Jharkhand): Five 
people including four minor 
girls drowned while bathing 
in a pond in Jharkhand's 
Hazaribagh Tuesday, the 
police said. The incident took 
place at Sahpur panchayat in 
Katkamsandi block.  All the 
bodies have been brought 
to Sheikh Bhikhari Medical 
College and Hospital for post-
mortem examination.

Rajinikanth, Dhanush 
receive bomb threats 
Chennai: The Tamil Nadu 
police Tuesday said emails 
claiming that bombs have 
been planted at the residences 
of actors Rajinikanth and 
Dhanush here were received 
by the state Director General 
of Police According to 
Teynampet police, under 
whose jurisdiction the actors' 
homes fall, the fi rst bomb-
threat mail to Rajnikanth's 
house was received at about 
8.30 am October 27. Dhanush 
also received a bomb-threat 
mail on the same day.

Air India Express looks 
to induct 20-24 aircraft
Mumbai: Air India's low-cost 
arm, Air India Express, is 
expecting to induct 20 to 24 
aircraft in the fl eet in the next 
calendar year, a top airline 
executive said Tuesday. Air India 
and Air India Express together 
currently have a fl eet of 282 
aircraft, of which as many as 110 
planes, comprising Airbus 320/ 
321, Boeing 737 and 737 MAX, are 
with the low-cost arm.

The process 
for the 2024 
crop compen-

sation has also not 
been completed

ASHOK GEHLOT |  
SENIOR CONG LEADER

The state 
government 
has taken 

corrective steps to 
bring qualitative 
improvements 
in the education 
sector

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU  | 
HIMACHAL PRADESH CM

A drug-free 
state is my 
goal. Let 

this be your goal 
too. The people 
of Karnataka will 
be grateful to the 
police department for this. Our 
youth and students should not 
fall victim to narcotics. The police 
must take a fi rm and determined 
stand against drugs

SIDDARAMAIAH  |  KARNATAKA CM

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Oct 28: It was sup-
posed to be a “perfect murder” 
and then it was not. The metic-
ulous planning by a forensic 
science student, who binge-
watched crime web series, 
to pass off the murder of her 
32-year-old live-in partner as an 
accident was left threadbare by 
CCTV cameras and experts in 
her fi eld of study.

Amrita Chauhan (21), her 
former boyfriend Sumit 
Kashyap (27) and their associ-
ate Sandeep Kumar (29) stran-
gled Ramkesh Meena, a UPSC 

aspirant, to death earlier this 
month, and poured oil, ghee 
and wine on his body to ensure 
it burned completely. Meena 
had allegedly refused to delete 
her private photos and videos 
from his hard disk.

She then used her forensic 
science knowledge to stage the 
incident as an accidental fi re, a 
senior police offi cial said.

“The case was one of the per-
fectly planned murders, but it 
was solved even more perfectly 
by the Delhi Police through re-
lentless investigation and scien-
tifi c analysis,” Special Commis-
sioner of Police (Law and Order) 

Ravindra Yadav told PTI.
According to police, Chauhan 

had a fascination for crime web 
series and used to binge-watch 
those. She used her forensic sci-

ence knowledge and the ideas he 
gained from the shows to plan 
the murder of Meena, they said.

Yadav said that at the onset, 
it appeared to be an accidental 

fi re. “But no matter how perfect 
a plan is, criminals always leave 
some clue. Our team worked 
more perfectly and cracked the 
case,” he said.

Police found a burnt body 
and an exploded gas cylinder in 
north Delhi's Gandhi Vihar fl at. 
There were no clear signs of vi-
olence, and the scene appeared 
consistent with a cylinder blast.

“Amrita, being a forensic 
student, had used her knowl-
edge to erase evidence. They 
had poured oil, ghee, and wine 
on the body to ensure it burned 
completely and left the cylinder 
valve open before igniting it,” 

said the Special CP.
But a closer look by forensic 

experts revealed inconsisten-
cies in the burn pattern, and 
that prompted a deeper inves-
tigation.

“We scanned several CCTV 
cameras around the area and 
found two masked men entering 
the building on the night of Oc-
tober 5, followed by Amrita and 
another man later. Moments af-
ter they left, the fi re erupted,” 
Yadav said.

During interrogation, she 
broke down and confessed to 
killing Meena along with her 
associate, police said.

Forensic student’s perfect murder foiled by CCTV
The CCTV footage changed 

the direction of the probe

It, combined with technical 
surveillance and call data 

records, proved that Amrita 
was nearby when the fi re broke 
out

Teams tracked her movement 
and arrested her from 

Moradabad October 18

AGENCIES

Haridwar, Oct 28: A two-
day seminar on ‘Soil Health 
Testing and Management for 
Sustainable Cultivation of 
Quality Herbs’ took place in 
Patanjali University, Haridwar 
October 27 to 28, 2025. It was a 
joint effort of the Ministry of 
AYUSH, Patanjali Organic 
Research Institute, and NA-
BARD in collaboration with 
Bharuwa Agriscience.

This program was the fi rst in-
stallment of the “Swasth Dhara” 
campaign. It is a global aware-
ness initiative that sheds light 
on the importance of soil health 
and food security facilitated by 
innovative tools like the au-
tomatic soil testing machine 
called “Dhartika Doctor” (DKD).

The seminar commenced 
with the traditional lamp-light-
ing ceremony followed by the 
chanting of Dhanvantari Van-
dana and a devotional song 
rendered by Dr Archana Ti-
wari and her team. Acharya 
Balkrishna, Chancellor of Pa-
tanjali University, welcomed 
the guests and the dignitaries 
with fl owers and mementos.

Shaji KV, Chairman of NAB-
ARD and the chief guest, in his 
address recognised NABARD’s 
role in supporting sustainable 
agriculture and rural develop-
ment projects. 

He referred to the signif-
icance of providing a fi nan-
cial package to farmers, the 
rural-based industries, and 
artisans while pointing to the 
benefi t of adopting eco-friendly 
farming as a source of growth 
in the years to come.

Moreover, Acharya Balkrish-
na made a point that soil health 
and human health deeply con-
nection. According to him, the 
soil has to be restored to the 
natural, fertile state for crops to 
be healthy and for communities 
to be healthy as well. 

The seminar ended with a 
poster presentation session and 
the felicitation of winners by 
certifi cates and gifts followed by 
the expression of gratitude to all 
those who participated, spoke 
and supported the seminar.

Fishermen secure their boats as a precautionary measure amid the impact of Cyclone Montha, in 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu  PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beed/Mumbai, Oct 28: Con-
troversy surrounds the death 
of a 28-year-old doctor in Ma-
harashtra’s Satara district, 
whose post-mortem mentioned 
the cause of death as “asphyx-
ia due to hanging”, but the 
victim’s family claimed some-
one accessed her phone using 
her fi ngerprint to erase crucial 
data after her death.

 The police in Satara’s Phal-
tan town, where the doctor was 
found hanging in a hotel room 
on the night of October 23, re-
ceived the post-mortem report 
Tuesday, a senior police offi cial 
said, adding the cause of death 
was cited as “asphyxia due to 
hanging,” indicating the doctor 
died by suicide.

The post-mortem, conducted 
at a state-run hospital, includ-
ed preserving the viscera for 
chemical analysis at the Foren-
sic Science Laboratory (FSL), a 
mandatory step in unnatural 
death cases.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Oct 28: In a set-
back to the Siddaramaiah-led 
Congress government, the 
Karnataka High Court Tuesday 
stayed the state’s order mandat-
ing that private organisations 
obtain prior permission before 
holding any activities in gov-
ernment-owned spaces.

While the government order, 
issued earlier this month, did 

not specifi cally name RSS, 
the provisions of the order were 

said to be aimed at impact-
ing the activities of the Hin-
du right wing organisation, 
including its route marches. 
Justice M Nagaprasanna grant-
ed an interim stay on the di-
rective and posted the matter 
to November 17. Meanwhile, 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
said he has directed offi cials to 
fi le an appeal against the single 
judge bench's stay. 

“I have asked the offi cials 
to fi le an appeal before the di-
vision bench. The Dharwad 
bench (of HC) has given a stay 

order. We will appeal against 
this order,” he told reporters 
here. The petition challenging 
the government's order was 
fi led by an organisation named 
Punashcetana Seva Samsthe, 
which argued that the decision 
curtailed citizens' constitution-
al rights to Assembly and asso-
ciation.

Senior advocate Ashok Ha-
ranahalli, appearing on behalf 
of the petitioner, contended 
that the government's directive 
was an infringement on funda-
mental freedoms.

Patanjali varsity hosts
seminar on soil health, 
sustainable herb farming
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Kolkata, Oct 28: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee charged the BJP with 
spreading fear over the Nation-
al Register of Citizens Tuesday, 
hours after the alleged suicide 
of a man near Kolkata, who 
reportedly left behind a note 
blaming the NRC for his death.

Barrackpore Police Commis-
sionerate Muralidhar Sharma 
said after visiting the spot that 
57-year-old Pradeep Kar was 
found hanging at his residence 
in Panihati in North 24 Parga-
nas Tuesday morning.

A suicide note was found in 
which NRC was mentioned, 
Sharma said, adding that 
preliminary investigations 
revealed the person was in de-
pression after announcement 
of the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of the electoral rolls 
Monday.

The BJP asserted that the 
cause of the suicide must be de-
termined only by the investigat-
ing agencies, and not through 
political rhetoric

Condemning what she de-
scribed as the BJP's "politics of 
fear and division," the CM al-
leged that the party's campaign 
around the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) has created pan-
ic among people.

"It shakes me to the very 
core to imagine how, for years, 
BJP has tormented innocent 
citizens with the threat of 
NRC, spreading lies, stoking 
panic and weaponising insecu-
rity for votes," Banerjee said 
in the post.

She charged the BJP with 
turning "constitutional democ-

racy into a theatre of fear", 
and said the "tragic death" 
was the result of "venomous 
propaganda".

"They have turned Constitu-
tional democracy into a theatre 
of fear, where people are made 
to doubt their own right to ex-
ist. This tragic death is the di-
rect consequence of BJP's ven-
omous propaganda. Those who 
sit in Delhi and preach nation-
alism have pushed ordinary In-
dians to such despair that they 
are dying in their own land, 
fearing they will be declared 
'FOREIGNERS'," she added.

Demanding that the Centre 
put an end to what she called 
a "heartless game," Banerjee 
reiterated that Bengal would 
"never allow NRC" and would 
protect the dignity and rights 
of its people.

"Our soil belongs to Maa, 
Mati, Manush (mother, land 
and people), not to those who 
thrive on hate. Let the Delhi 
Zamindars hear this loud and 
clear: Bengal will resist, Bengal 
will protect and Bengal will pre-
vail," she added.

Later, talking to the media, 
Barrackpore Police Commis-
sioner Murlidhar Sharma said 
Kar's body was found hanging 
inside his room at his residence 
in Panihati.

"After a preliminary inves-
tigation and speaking to his 
family members and relatives, 
we found that Mr Kar had 
been very depressed due to the 
NRC. He had been under severe 
stress for quite some time, es-
pecially since yesterday's an-

nouncement regarding the 
rollout of the SIR of electoral 
rolls," Sharma told reporters.

The IPS offi cer said the de-
ceased had dinner Monday 
night and then went to his room 
to sleep.

"His family members could 
not understand what was go-
ing on in his mind. On Tues-
day morning, he was found 
hanging from the ceiling of 
his room," Sharma said.

The deceased's elder sister 
claimed that her brother had 
been frightened about the im-
plementation of the NRC.

"My brother was very scared 
about the implementation of 
the NRC. He used to tell us that 
he would be taken away in the 
name of NRC," the sister said.

Responding sharply to the 
chief minister's comments, 
BJP's IT cell chief Amit Malvi-
ya accused Banerjee of "resort-
ing to lies and theatrics" over 
the incident.

"The tragic death of Pradeep 
Kar must be investigated thor-
oughly - the cause of suicide 
can and must be determined 
only by the law and investi-
gating agencies, not through 
political rhetoric," Malviya 
said in an X post.

"Let's also get the facts right 
- there is NO NRC anywhere in 
the country. Mamata Baner-
jee is lying and deliberately 
spreading panic to stoke fear 
among people for political 
gain," he added.

Malviya alleged that it was 
the TMC and not the BJP, that 
"weaponised fear" by exploit-
ing the anxieties of poor Hin-
du refugees who fl ed religious 
persecution and sought shelter 
in India.

"The same fear was used to 
loot, assault, and suppress voic-
es, as seen in Sandeshkhali and 
during the riots in Malda and 
Murshidabad," the BJP leader 
wrote.

Malviya accused Banerjee of 
using the incident as a tool to 
spread anxiety among voters 
ahead of the now-announced 
SIR exercise.

WB man dies by suicide 
over NRC fears: Mamata

Condemning what she 
described as the BJP’s 
“politics of fear and 

division,” the Bengal CM 
alleged that the party’s 
campaign around the 

NRC has created panic 
among people

While the government 
order, issued earlier 
this month, did not 
specifi cally name RSS, 
the provisions of the 
order were said to be 
aimed at impacting 
the activities of the 
Hindu right wing 
organisation, including 
its route marches

Karnataka HC halts order to 
curb RSS activities in state

DOCTOR SUICIDE CASE

Autopsy report says 
death due to hanging

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 28: In a sur-
prising turn of events in the 
Delhi acid attack case, police 
Tuesday claimed it was the fa-
ther who had poured a chemi-
cal on the hand and the bag of 
his 20-year-old daughter to im-
plicate those who fi led rape and 
acid attack complaints against 
him a few years earlier.

According to a Delhi Police 
offi cer, the father, along with 
his brother and son, had de-
vised the plan to frame others. 
He then carried out the act him-
self to mislead investigators, 
the offi cer said.

"The father poured 
a chemical on his 
daughter's hand 
and bag near 
Ashok Vihar 
and escaped on 
a motorcycle. 
He orchestrated 
the entire plan 
with the help of his 
brother and son," 
said the offi cer.

The offi cer further said 
that the woman, a second-year 
B.Com student enrolled with 
DU's Non-Collegiate Women's 
Education Board, and her 
family are being interrogated. 
"Further investigation is still 
underway, and all aspects of the 
conspiracy are being thorough-
ly verifi ed," the offi cer added.

The student had claimed that 
three men hurled acid on her 
near Ashok Vihar while she 
was on her way to an extra 
class Sunday. She identifi ed 
the three accused as Jitender 
and his associates. The two as-
sociates later turned out to be 
her relatives.

However, police neither 
found any trace of acid at the 
spot nor any sighting of at-
tackers in CCTV footage. The 
Forensic Science Laboratory 
team also failed to fi nd any dis-
carded acid bottles in the area, 
and the probe revealed that the 
student had poured toilet clean-
er on her own hand to frame the 
accused, police said.

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Northwest) Bhisham 
Singh said they thorough-
ly investigated the acid at-
tack incident reported in the 
Ashok Vihar area, and it was 
found that the student's father, 
Akil Khan, and uncle, Vakeel 
Khan, had conspired to stage 

the attack. "They attempted 
to falsely implicate Jitender 

and the two others in the 
case," he said. "The 

student's brother, 
Yunus, dropped 
her at Ashok Vi-
har on a scooter. 
She then took an 
e-rickshaw and 
deboarded 300 
meters from the 

main gate of her 
college. This raised 

suspicion among the 
investigators," said the 

DCP, adding that the brother did 
not join the investigation. Yunus 
was later detained by police and 
is being questioned in the matter.

Akil Khan was arrested Mon-
day over the rape complaint 
fi led against him by the wife of 
Jitender. 

Akil is also an accused in a 
2018 acid attack case in Man-
golpuri that was fi led by the 
mother of the two brothers 
who were named as accused 
by the student. In a statement, 
police said that Jitender's wife 
had earlier accused Akil Khan 
of rape. The matter was report-
ed at the Bhalswa Dairy Police 
Station, but no written com-
plaint was fi led. 

The woman alleged that 
between 2021 and 2024, she 
worked in Akil Khan's socks 
factory, where Khan sexually 
assaulted her and blackmailed 
her with her private photos and 
videos.

The two brothers, who were 
named as accused by the stu-
dent in the false acid attack, 
and their mother were in Agra, 
and they joined the investiga-
tion last evening, police said.

The offi cer said strict action 
will be taken against those 
guilty in the entire matter, and 
charges will be framed in the 
case accordingly.

‘Father poured chemical
on girl to implicate others’
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TWIST IN ACID ATTACK CASE
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international
STATE BUNGALOWS TO 
BECOME HIGH COURTS 
Sri Lanka is to set up four new high courts in 
order to tackle the current backlog of cases 
in order to expedite them, Foreign Minister 
Vijitha Herath said Tuesday. These new high 
courts would be set up in state bungalows 
that are to be vacated by former presidents 
after the government stripped them of their 
privileges last month

I'll let the 
temperature 

go up 0.1 degree to 
get rid of malaria. 
People don't 
understand the 
suffering that 
exists today 
BILL GATES | 
MICROSOFT CO-FOUNDER

11 killed in Kenya 
plane crash 
Nairobi: A plane crash killed 
11 people, mostly foreign 
tourists, in Kenya's coastal 
region of Kwale early Tuesday 
while en route to Maasai Mara 
National Reserve. The airline, 
Mombasa Air Safari, said in 
a statement eight Hungarian 
and two German passengers 
were onboard, and that the 
Kenyan pilot was also killed.  
The plane crashed in a hilly 
and forested area about 40 
kilometres from Diani airstrip, 
authorities said. The airline 
did not confi rm what time the 
aircraft departed Diani airstrip, 
saying the pilot failed to 
communicate upon departure 
and the airport control tower 
tried to reach him for 30 
minutes before the plane was 
located. Investigating agencies 
were looking into the cause 
of the crash that happened 
at 05:30 am local time, Kwale 
County Commissioner Stephen 
Orinde told The Associated 
Press.  There was heavy rain 
in coastal Kenya at the time. 
The aircraft burst into fl ames, 
leaving a charred wreckage 
at the scene, offi cials said. 
Witnesses told the AP that 
they heard a loud bang, and 
upon arriving at the scene, 
they found unrecognisable 
human remains. The Kenya 
Civil Aviation Authority had 
earlier said that 12 people 
were onboard the Cessna 
Caravan-type aircraft.

South Africa exits 
FATF 'grey list' 
Johannesburg: South Africa 
has been delisted from the 
Financial Action Task Force's 
(FATF) 'grey list' nearly three 
years after being added to it. 
The global money laundering 
and terrorist fi nancing 
watchdog announced the 
decision in Paris last week 
after the conclusion of its 
three-day plenary meeting. 
Countries on FATF's 'grey list' 
are under increased monitoring 
and have to address strategic 
defi ciencies to counter money 
laundering, terrorist fi nancing, 
and proliferation fi nancing.  
“Over the past 32 months, 
South Africa has engaged 
with a team of reviewers 
assigned by the FATF to assess 
progress against the Action 
Plan," South Africa's National 
Treasury said in a statement. 
"This culminated in an on-site 
visit at the end of July 2025, 
when the assessors came to 
the country to confi rm the 
sustainability of the reforms 
that had been reported to 
them,” it said. The statement 
added that FATF was 
assured of the government's 
commitment to sustainably 
improve the country's 
Anti-Money Laundering and 
Combating the Financing of 
Terrorism (AML/CFT) system. 
“South Africa's progress in 
addressing the AML/CFT 
defi ciencies and exiting the 
FATF grey list represents a 
major policy and institutional 
achievement for the people 
of South Africa, particularly 
following the weakening of 
key law enforcement and 
other institutions during 
the state capture era,” the 
statement added.

Educators are 
called to a 
responsibility 

that goes beyond 
their work con-
tract: their witness 
is worth as much 
as their lessons

POPE LEO XIV |  LEADER OF CATHOLIC CHURCH

What is the 
mandate of 
security forc-

es inside of Gaza? 
And we hope that 
it is peacekeeping, 
because if it's 
peace enforcing, nobody will want 
to touch that

KING ABDULLAH II  | RULER OF JORDAN

Anything I 
can do to 
help Japan, 

we will be there. 
We are an ally at 
the strongest level

DONALD TRUMP  |  
US PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kyiv, Oct 28: Ukraine's long-
range strikes on refi neries in-
side Russia have reduced Mos-
cow's oil refi ning capacity by 20 
per cent, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said, cit-
ing intelligence from Western 
governments.

Over 90 per cent of those deep 
strikes on Russian soil were 
carried out by Ukrainian-made 
long-range weapons, according 
to Zelenskyy. He said Ukraine 
needs additional foreign fi nan-
cial help to produce more of 
them. “We just need to work 
on this every day,” he said in 
comments to the media on Mon-
day that were embargoed until 
Tuesday.

Oil exports play a key role 
in funding Russia's invasion 
of its neighbour Ukraine. While 
Ukrainian weapons take aim at 
the refi neries, new sanctions 
from the US and the European 
Union are aiming to cut into 
Moscow's oil and gas export 
earnings. Despite renewed US-
led peace efforts, the war shows 
no sign of ending after nearly 

four years. With the Kremlin 
showing no willingness to com-
promise, US President Donald 
Trump raised the stakes by an-
nouncing sanctions last week 
against Russian oil giants Ros-
neft and Lukoil.

Those sanctions are due to 
come into force November 21, 
and Zelenskyy says Trump 
“probably will use this as a tool 
of pressure or dialogue with the 
Russians.”

China and India are the big-
gest customers for Russian oil. 
Zelenskyy said India “has defi -
nitely given all the signals that 
it will reduce imports of energy 
resources” from Russia.

He said he is hopeful that 
Trump's planned meeting 
with his Chinese counterpart 
Xi Jinping in South Korea on 
Thursday will bring further re-
ductions in purchases of Rus-
sian crude. In other comments 
to reporters, Zelenskyy said:

— Ukraine has 70 per cent 
of the USD 2 billion it needs to 
fund gas imports for the winter 
heating season as Russia steps 
up attacks on Ukrainian energy 
infrastructure.

— By next month Ukraine 

will be producing between 500-
800 interceptors per day to stop 
Russia's Shahed drone attacks, 
but operators also need train-
ing to use them.

— Ukraine has captured 
2,200 Russian prisoners of war 
in over six months of fi ghting 
this year in the eastern region, 
where Russia's bigger army is 
making a push to capture the 
city of Pokrovsk where Ukraine 
is shoring up its defences with 
more troops.

— Kyiv offi cials are holding 
parallel talks with Sweden, 
France and the US to build up 
Ukraine's future combat avia-
tion potential.

‘Ukraine’s strikes cut Russia’s 
oil refi ning capacity by 20%’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tokyo, Oct 28: Japan is fi lled 
with tiny white trucks that 
farmers and commercial work-
ers use to lug their gear along 
the narrow roads of a nation 
smaller than California.
But Japanese Prime Minister 
Sanae Takaichi had another, 
more substantial truck in mind 
as she looked to build rapport 
with visiting US President Don-
ald Trump.

Takaichi, who wants to im-
prove economic ties with Wash-
ington and cement a strong re-
lationship with Trump, placed 
an enormous American Ford 
F-150 truck, as well as US-made 
Japanese automobiles, in the 
courtyard of the Akasaka Pal-
ace where the leaders held their 
fi rst talks Tuesday.

Trump is a fan of the Ford 
F-150 and has responded posi-

tively to reports that the Japa-
nese government is considering 
buying dozens of the pickups.

He has also complained that 
there are hardly any American 
cars in Japan and that the coun-
try's vehicle safety standards 
are too strict.

But the lack of big American 
automobiles in Japan might be 
linked to more practical rea-
sons, including local tastes and 
the conditions and size of roads.

Japan is an island nation, 
smaller than California, and 
there is limited parking. Even 
in big cities, many of the streets 
where people live are narrow 
and twisting.

Consumers seem to prefer 
compact or mini cars that 
can easily navigate the roads. 
Those who can afford more 
expensive foreign cars tend to 
go for compact or medium-size 
vehicles from Europe, such as 

Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Volk-
swagen and Audi.

Except for American-pro-
duced Japanese cars such as 
Honda, Mazda and Nissan, the 
top-selling American brand is 
Jeep, according to the Japan 
Automobile Importers Asso-

ciation.
Many American cars have 

their steering on the left side, 
the opposite of the standard 
right-side steering in Japan, 
where expressway tolls are 
on the right side, for instance. 
Lower mileage and lack of 

maintenance and service net-
works also help explain why 
American brands except for 
Jeep have struggled in Japan.

“Why don't American cars 
sell well in Japan? Because 
they lack understanding for 
road conditions and housing 
situations, as well as energy 
conservation,” former Prime 
Minister Shigeru Ishiba told 
parliament in April.

When Trump heard of the 
Ford truck idea as he fl ew to 
Asia on Air Force One, he re-
acted enthusiastically.

“She has good taste,” Trump 
told reporters of Takaichi. 
“That's a hot truck.”

The underlying context is 
Takaichi's need to fi gure out 
how to navigate the complex 
trade relationship that Trump 
shook up earlier this year with 
tariffs.

Trump wants allies to buy 

more American goods and al-
so make fi nancial commitments 
to build factories and energy 
infrastructure in the United 
States.

Japan's previous adminis-
tration agreed in September 
to invest USD billion in the 
US, which led Trump to trim 
a threatened 25 per cent tariff 
on Japanese goods to 15 per 
cent. But Japan wants the in-
vestments to favour Japanese 
vendors and contractors.

In Japan, sport utility vehi-
cles and are becoming popular 
among people with families 
and for outdoor activities such 
as camping, but buyers often 
go for more stylish, smaller 
models.

Ford Motor Co. and Chrysler 
withdrew from the Japanese 
market because of slumping 
sales, Ford in 2016 and Chrys-
ler in 2017.

Ford’s F-150 unlikely part of Japan’s efforts to woo Trump

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kingston, Oct 28: Hurricane 
Melissa intensifi ed Tuesday 
before making landfall in Ja-
maica, where offi cials and res-
idents braced for catastroph-
ic winds, fl ash fl ooding and 
landslides from the Category 
5 storm, one of the strongest 
Atlantic hurricanes in history.

The streets in the capital, 
Kingston, remained largely 
empty as Melissa approached 
with 185 mph (295 kph) winds, 
save for the lone stray dog 
crossing puddles and a hand-
ful of people walking briskly 
under tree branches waving 
in a stiff wind.

Desmond McKenzie, deputy 
chairman of Jamaica's Disas-
ter Risk Management Council, 
urged people to seek shelter 
and stay indoors as the storm 
crosses the island.

“Jamaica, this is not the 
time to be brave,” he said.

The Jamaican government 
said it had done all it could to 
prepare as it warned of devas-
tating damage from the stron-
gest hurricane to hit the island 
since recordkeeping began 174 
years ago.

 “There is no infrastructure 

in the region that can with-
stand a Category 5,” Prime 
Minister Andrew Holness 
said. “The question now is the 
speed of recovery. That's the 
challenge.”

Massive wind damage is ex-
pected in Melissa's core and 
Jamaica's highest mountains 
could see gusts of up to 200 mph 
(322 kph), said Michael Bren-
nan, director of the US Nation-
al Hurricane Centre in Miami. 

 “It's going to be a very dan-

gerous scenario,” he said, 
warning that there would be 
“total building failures.”

Melissa is the fi fth most in-
tense Atlantic basin hurricane 
on record by pressure and the 
strongest to make landfall 
since Hurricane Dorian in 
2019, according to hurricane 
specialist and storm surge ex-
pert Michael Lowry. 

It is "a worst-case scenario 
unfolding for Jamaica,” he said.

Landslides, fallen trees 

and numerous power outag-
es were reported as Melissa 
approached, with offi cials in 
Jamaica cautioning that the 
cleanup and damage assess-
ment could be slow. The storm 
is expected slice diagonally 
across the island and head for 
Cuba.

On Tuesday morning, Melis-
sa was centered about 25 miles 
(40 kilometers) southeast of 
Negril, Jamaica, and about 
145 miles (235 kilometers) 
southwest of Guantánamo, 
Cuba. The system had maxi-
mum sustained winds of 185 
mph (295 kph) and was moving 
north-northeast at 9 mph (15 
kph), according to the National 
Hurricane Center. 

Colin Bogle, a Mercy Corps 
adviser based near Kingston, 
said most families are shelter-
ing in place despite the govern-
ment ordering evacuations in 
fl ood-prone communities.

 “Many have never experi-
enced anything like this be-
fore, and the uncertainty is 
frightening,” he said. “There is 
profound fear of losing homes 
and livelihoods, of injury, and 
of displacement.”

McKenzie said the govern-
ment was prepared for rescues 

immediately after the storm: 
“We have boats, helicopters, 
you name it.”

The storm already was 
blamed for seven deaths in the 
Caribbean, including three in 
Jamaica, three in Haiti and 
one in the Dominican Republic, 
where another person remains 
missing.

Necephor Mghendi, the In-
ternational Red Cross' region-
al head of delegation for the 
English- and Dutch-speaking 
Caribbean, said an estimated 
1.5 million people in the storm's 
path will be affected but “the 
entire population may feel the 
impact one way or the other." 

More than 240,000 custom-
ers were without power before 
landfall and about one-fourth of 
the telecommunications system 
was offl ine, said Darryl Vaz, 
transport and energy minis-
ter. He said crews will clean 
and run tests at the island's 
two main international airports 
Wednesday in hopes of receiv-
ing emergency relief fl ights as 
early as Thursday. 

UN agencies and dozens of 
nonprofi ts had food, medicine 
and other essential supplies po-
sitioned as they awaited a dis-
tribution rush after the storm. 

Sanctions-hit Lukoil to sell global assets 
Frankfurt: Russian oil company Lukoil says it is selling its international assets in 
response to sanctions imposed by US President Donald Trump that aim to push 
Russia to agree to a ceasefi re in its war against Ukraine. The company said in a 
statement that it was already talking with potential purchasers. The transactions 
would be carried out under a sanctions grace period that allows transactions with 
Lukoil until Nov. 21, and the company said it would seek an extension if neces-
sary to complete the transactions. Lukoil has stakes in oil and gas projects in 11 
countries. It has refi neries in Bulgaria and Romania and a 45% stake in a refi nery 
in the Netherlands, as well as gas stations in a number of countries.  Trump on 
Oct. 22 announced new sanctions against Lukoil and Rosneft, Russia's two biggest 
oil companies accounting for roughly half of the country's oil exports. Oil and gas 
revenues are a major source of government revenues in Russia. Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent called on Russia to immediately agree to a ceasefi re in Ukraine.

JAMAICA HIT BY ‘STORM OF THE CENTURY’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Oct 28: De-
fence Secretary Pete Hegseth 
announced that the US mili-
tary carried out three strikes 
Monday in the waters of the 
Eastern Pacifi c against boats 
suspected of carrying drugs, 
killing 14 and leaving one sur-
vivor. 

The announcement made on 
social media Tuesday, marks 
a continued escalation in the 
pace of the strikes, which be-
gan in early September spaced 
weeks apart. This was the fi rst 
time multiple strikes were an-
nounced in a single day.

Hegseth said Mexican search 
and rescue authorities “as-
sumed responsibility for co-
ordinating the rescue” of the 
sole survivor but didn't say if 
that person would stay in their 
custody or be handed over to 
the US.

In a strike earlier in October 
which had two survivors, the 
US military rescued the pair 
and later repatriated them to 
Colombia and Ecuador.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Tokyo, Oct 28: A man charged 
for assassinating former Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2022 
pleaded guilty Tuesday, in his 
fi rst court hearing since the fatal 
shooting that shocked the nation 
and drew attention to Unifi cation 
Church and its connection to polit-
ical leaders, local media reported.   

During the hearing at the 
Nara District Court, Tetsuya 
Yamagami said, "It is true. There 
is no doubt that I did it." Yamag-
ami (45) is accused of killing Abe 
with a handmade fi rearm during 
an election stump speech in Ja-
pan's Nara on July 8, 2022.

The defence has insisted that 
the personality and behaviour 
of the accused were shaped 
by an upbringing marked by 
religious abuse. The defence 
counsel has insisted that Ya-
magami's mother, a follower of 
the Unifi cation Church, donat-

ed 100 million yen to the group. 
She is among 12 witnesses who 
will testify before the court's 
ruling on January 21.

During the hearing, prosecu-
tors said Yamagami had resent-
ment against the Unifi cation 
Church after his mother be-
came the group's follower and 
shot Abe, thinking that shoot-
ing him will result in group fac-
ing "attention and criticism."

Prosecutors have argued that 
the crime's repercussions were 
"unprecedented" in postwar 
Japan and insisted that the 
diffi cult upbringing of the de-
fendant should not be used to 
justify a "substantially reduced 
sentence." Kyodo News report-
ed citing investigative sources 
that Abe was targetted since his 
grandfather Nobusuke Kishi, 
who has also served as Japan's 
PM, helped introduce the group, 
which was established in 1954 
by a staunch anti-communist 

in South Korea to Japan. Tet-
suya Yamagami has also been 
indicted for damaging building 
by conducting test-fi ring and 
breaching laws that regulate 
explosives, fi rearms and the 
manufacturing of weapons.

The Unifi cation Church has 
come under intense attention 
due to its ties with members of 
the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party, which was led by Abe 
previously. The church, famous 
for its predatory fundraising 
practices, faces dissolution after 
court's order to disband, which 
has been contested by the group.

Shinzo Abe, Japan's lon-
gest-serving leader, died at the age 
of 67 after being shot while deliv-
ering a stump speech in Nara in 
2022. Abe was born into a promi-
nent political family and served as 
a secretary for his father, former 
Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe, 
before being elected to the House 
of Representatives in 1993. 

Shinzo Abe’s shooter pleads guilty

US strikes on 
‘drug-running’ 
boats kill 14

People paddle a boat on a fl ooded street in Hue, Vietnam, Tuesday  PTI PHOTO
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MERC, ZOHO  TO LAUNCH DMS
Mercedes-Benz India and Zoho have partnered to 
launch a decentralised dealer management system 
(DMS) to enhance customer experience and digitise 
the luxury automobile brand's nationwide dealership 
network.  The system ‘SKYLine', will digitise the com-
plete service lifecycle from booking and digital check-
in to skill-based technician assignment, and fi nal de-
livery through real-time data integration, streamlined 
workfl ows, and unifi ed backend operations

Infra should be 
comfortable for 

people. We built 670 road and 
amenities. It is to provide 
facilities to commuters. There 
is a defect liability of 10 years 
when a contractor signs a 
project. In case of any issue, 
the offi cer concerned must 
also ensure that the project is 
in good condition
NITIN GADKARI | UNION MINISTER

NIIT profi t falls 
New Delhi: NIIT Ltd Tuesday 
posted 88.4 per cent decline 
in consolidated net profi t at 
Rs 1.37 crore for September 
quarter FY26, although 
revenues rose by 15.6 per 
cent.  The fi rm had reported 
a profi t (attributable to 
owners of the parent 
company) of Rs 11.8 crore 
in the year-ago period, 
according to a regulatory 
fi ling. Revenue from 
operations in Q2 FY26 rose 
15.6 per cent to Rs 104.94 crore 
from Rs 90.7 crore a year ago.  
Sequentially, the profi t fell 
68.6 per cent while revenues 
increased 24.7 per cent.

Adani Green 
Q2 grows 
New Delhi: Adani Green 
Energy Ltd (AGEL) Tuesday 
posted a 28 per cent year-on-
year rise in consolidated net 
profi t to Rs 644 crore in the 
September quarter, driven by 
the renewable power business. 
The company had clocked a 
net profi t of Rs 515 crore in the 
July-September period of the 
preceding 2024-25 fi nancial 
year, the Adani Group entity 
said in an exchange fi ling. 
The company's revenue from 
power supply rose to Rs 2,776 
crore from Rs 2,308 crore in 
the second quarter a year ago. 
Total income dropped to Rs 
3,249 crore in the September 
quarter from Rs 3,396 crore 
in the year-ago period. Total 
expenses stood at Rs 2,874 
crore as against Rs 2,857 crore 
in Q2 FY25.

Airtel Africa 
profi t zooms
New Delhi: Telecom 
operator Airtel Africa 
Tuesday reported a multifold 
growth in net profi t to $177 
million for the quarter ended 
September, as the fi rm 
prepares for its public listing 
next year. It had posted a net 
profi t (attributable to owners 
of the company) of $24 
million in the year-ago period. 
Revenue increased to $1,567 
million in Q2 FY26 from $1,214 
million in Q2 FY25.    

TVS Motor net rises 
New Delhi: TVS Motor 
Company Tuesday reported 
a 42 per cent rise in 
consolidated net profi t to Rs 
832.76 crore in the second 
quarter ended September 30, 
2025, riding on robust vehicle 
sales. The company had 
posted a consolidated net 
profi t of Rs 588.13 crore in the 
corresponding quarter last 
fi scal, TVS Motor Company 
said in a regulatory fi ling. 
Consolidated revenue from 
operations in the second 
quarter stood at Rs 14,051.22 
crore as against Rs 11,197.19 
crore in the year-ago 
period, it added.

SHORT TAKES

India’s oil 
refi ning 
capacity 

currently stands at 
about 258 million 
metric tonnes per 
annum (MMTPA) 
and is on track to reach around 310 
MMTPA by 2030

HARDEEP SINGH PURI | PETROLEUM MINISTER

If sanctions 
were so 
impregnable, 

international oil 
prices would have 
jumped at least 
$5-10 per barrel on 
news of such large volumes going 
out of the market

ANUJ JAIN | IOC DIRECTOR (FINANCE)

uoteu

We believe 
that the 
correction in 

gold will persist, 
with a potential 
downside of 5-10 
per cent, likely as 
big players take profi t after the 
price increased by more than 50 
per cent this year

SAUMIL GANDHI | SENIOR ANALYST, 
COMMODITIES, HDFC SECURITIES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Seattle, Oct 28: Amazon will 
cut about 14,000 corporate 
jobs as the online retail giant 
ramps up spending on artifi -
cial intelligence while trim-
ming spending. 

In June CEO Andy Jassy, 
who has aggressively sought to 
cut costs since becoming CEO 
in 2021, said that he anticipat-
ed generative AI would reduce 
Amazon's corporate workforce 
in the next few years.

Jassy said at the time that 
Amazon had more than 1,000 
generative AI services and ap-
plications in progress or built, 
but that fi gure was a “small 
fraction” of what it plans to 
build.

Jassy encouraged employees 
to get on board with the com-
pany's AI plans. Earlier that 
month Amazon announced 
that it was planning to invest 
$10 billion toward building a 
campus in North Carolina to 
expand its cloud computing 
and artifi cial intelligence in-
frastructure.

Since 2024 started, Amazon 
has committed to about $10 
billion apiece to data center 
projects in Mississippi, Indi-
ana, Ohio and North Carolina 
as it ramps up its infrastruc-
ture to compete with other 
tech giants to meet growing 
demand for artifi cial intelli-
gence products.

Amazon is competing in the 
AI space with giants like Ope-
nAI, Google and Microsoft. In 
a conference call with indus-
try analysts in May, Jassy said 

the potential for growth in the 
company's AWS business is 
massive.

If you believe your mission 
is to make customers' lives 
easier and better every day, 
and you believe that every 
customer experience will be 
reinvented with AI, you're go-
ing to invest very aggressive-
ly in AI, and that's what we're 
doing. You can see that in 
the 1,000-plus AI applications 
we're building across Amazon. 
You can see that with our next 
generation of Alexa, named Al-
exa+, he said.

Tuesday, the online gi-
ant said it was reducing 
bureaucracy. 

“The reductions we're shar-
ing today are a continuation of 
this work to get even stronger 
by further reducing bureau-
cracy, removing layers, and 
shifting resources to ensure 
we're investing in our biggest 
bets and what matters most 
to our customers' current and 
future needs,” Beth Galetti, Se-
nior Vice President of People 
Experience and Technology 
at Amazon, said in message 
to employees Tuesday.

Teams and individuals im-
pacted by the job cuts will be 
notifi ed Tuesday. Most work-
ers will be given 90 days to 
look for a new position inter-
nally, Galetti said. For those 
who can't fi nd a new role at 
the company or who opt not to 
look for one will be provided 
transitional support including 
severance pay, outplacement 
services and health insurance 
benefi ts.

AI DOMINANCE14TH ROUND

Amazon confi rms 
massive job losses

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Oct 28: The Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) has 
announced a price of Rs 12,198 
per unit for the premature re-
demption of the Sovereign Gold 
Bond (SGB) 2020-21 Series-I date 
October 28, 2020. Investors will 
receive the option to redeem 
the SGB tranche prematurely 
from Tuesday, according to an 
RBI statement. 

The RBI further stated that 
the redemption price has been 
calculated using the simple av-
erage closing price of gold at 
999 purity as published by the 
India Bullion and Jewellers As-
sociation (IBJA). Based on this 
estimate, the Reserve Bank has 
announced that the premature 
redemption price for the Sov-
ereign Gold Bond (SGB) 2020-21 
Series-I, due October 28, 2025, 
will be Rs 12,198 per unit. This 
price is based on the simple 
average of the closing prices of 
gold over three business days 
of October 23, 24, and 27.

When this series was fi rst 

issued, investors who applied 
online paid Rs 4,589 per gram, 
while those who bought offl ine 
paid Rs 4,639 per gram.

At the current redemption 
value, the price has jumped 
nearly three-fold over the fi ve-
year period. In addition, inves-
tors holding these bonds have 
earned an annual interest over 
the fi ve-year period.

At the current redemption 
value, the bonds will deliver 
an absolute return of nearly 166 
per cent for online investors.

The RBI has also clarifi ed 
that the premature redemption 
of the SGB series will be permit-
ted after the fi fth year from the 
date of issue of such gold bonds 
on the date on which interest 
is payable.

RBI sets price for premature
redemption of gold bonds 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 28: The gov-
ernment will for the fi rst time 
bring in underground coal 
gasifi cation specifi c provisions 
within the auction framework 
in the upcoming 14th round of 
sale of mines as it targets to gas-
ify 100 million tonne of coal by 
2030 to reduce the dependence 
on fossil fuel.

Underground Coal Gasifi -
cation (UCG) will harness the 
country's deep-seated coal re-
serves resources that are oth-
erwise unmineable through 
conventional methods.

The 14th round of commer-
cial coal mine auctions will be 
launched Wednesday.

This innovative step is ex-
pected to reduce dependence 
on imported natural gas and 
crude oil while unlocking new 
avenues for investment, tech-
nological advancement, and 

employment generation across 
related sectors.

Coal and mines minister G 
Kishan Reddy will be the chief 
guest of the launch event.

During the auction a fresh set 
of fully explored and partially 
explored coal blocks will be put 
on offer, inviting participation 
from experienced miners, new 
entrants, and technology-driv-
en enterprises alike.

The commercial coal mine 
auction launched in 2020 has 
played a key role in ramping 
up the domestic production of 
fossil fuel and ensuring a reli-
able supply to meet the nation's 
growing energy needs.

The upcoming auction aims 
to promote ease of doing busi-
ness, attract diverse invest-
ments, and encourage wider 
industry participation.

The commercial auction 
framework has transformed 

the coal sector by introducing 
transparency, fostering com-
petition, and increasing coal 
availability for domestic indus-
tries thereby reducing import 
dependence and supporting the 
vision of self reliance.

The ministry will also launch 
two digital platforms i.e the 
CLAMP and Koyla Shakti por-
tals during the event.

The Coal Land Acquisition, 
Management and Payment 
(CLAMP) Portal is a unifi ed 
digital platform developed to 
streamline and digitiSe pro-
cesses related to land acquisi-
tion, compensation, and reha-
bilitation & resettlement (R&R) 
in the coal sector.

The Koyla Shakti Dashboard 
is a digital platform designed to 
revolutionise the coal sector 
through enhanced transpar-
ency, effi ciency, and real-time 
coordination.

Underground Coal 
Gasifi cation for auction

This innovative step 
is expected to reduce 

dependence on 
imported natural gas 
and crude oil while 

unlocking new 
avenues for investment, 

technological 
advancement, and 

employment 
generation across 

related sectors

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 28: India's in-
dustrial production (IIP) growth 
remained steady at 4 per cent in 
September this year due to the 
good performance of the manu-
facturing sector, according to 
offi cial data released Tuesday.

The factory output, mea-
sured in terms of the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP), had 
expanded by 3.2 per cent in Sep-
tember 2024. National Statistics 
Offi ce (NSO) revised the indus-
trial production growth to 4.1 
per cent for August 2025 from 
the provisional estimate of 4 per 
cent released last month.

The latest NSO data showed 
that the manufacturing sector's 
output expanded by 4.8 per cent 
in September 2025 against 4 per 
cent in the year-ago month.

Mining production contract-
ed by 0.4 per cent against a 
growth of 0.2 per cent recorded 
a year ago. Power production 
rose by 3.1 per cent in Septem-
ber 2025 against 0.5 per cent ex-
pansion in the year-ago period.

During the April-September 
period (H1) of FY26, the coun-
try's industrial production 
grew by 3 per cent compared 
to 4.1 per cent in the fi rst half 
of 2024-25. Within the manufac-
turing sector, 13 of 23 industry 
groups recorded positive growth 
in September 2025 compared 
with September 2024. As per the 
use-based classifi cation, capital 
goods segment grew 4.7 per cent 
in September 2025, up from 3.5 
per cent in the year-ago period.

Consumer durables (or white 
goods production) growth accel-
erated to 10.2 per cent during the 
reporting month from 6.3 per 
cent growth in September 2024. 
In September 2025, consumer 
non-durables output declined by 
2.9 per cent, as against a growth 
of 2.2 per cent a year ago.

IIP remains steady 
at 4% in September

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 28: India's 
services sector employs near-
ly 30 per cent of the country's 
workforce, which is still low-
er than the global average 
of 50 per cent, refl ecting a 
slower structural transition, 
NITI Aayog said in a report 
Tuesday.

The Aayog, in a report ti-
tled ‘India's Services Sector: 
Insights from Employment 
Trends and State-Level Dy-
namics’, further said that 
services remain the mainstay 
of India's employment growth 
and post-pandemic recovery, 
but challenges persist.

“Services employment rose 
to 29.7 per cent in 2023-24 com-
pared to 26.9 per cent in 2011-
12 with 40 million jobs creat-

ed in the last six years,” the 
Aayog said.

“However, it still lags the 
global average of 50 per cent, 
refl ecting a slower structural 
transition,” it said, suggest-
ing the need for structural 
reforms, fast-tracking social 
protection, digitising infor-
mal worker registration and 
formalising care services to 
boost formal employment in 
the services sector.

The report noted that while 
services contribute over half 
of national output, they pro-
vide less than a third of jobs, 
most of which are informal 
and low-paying.

“This disconnect between 
growth and employment de-
fi nes the central challenge for 
India's services-led develop-
ment,” it said.

It said over 60 per cent of ur-
ban workers employed in ser-
vices compared to less than 20 
per cent in rural areas.

Gender divides remain 
striking: only 10.5 per cent of 
rural women are engaged in 
services compared to 60 per 
cent of their urban counter-
parts, and their participation 
is largely confi ned to low-val-

ue activities, the report said.
According to the report, In-

dia faces a growing mismatch: 
education levels are rising 
faster than the quality of ser-
vice jobs, underscoring the 
urgency of aligning skilling 
with sector needs.

“Retail trade and transport 
dominate services jobs in large 
states, sustaining employment 

but at low productivity lev-
els,” the report said, adding 
that modern services (IT, fi -
nance, professional services) 
are booming in southern and 
western hubs, driving growth 
but absorbing fewer workers.

 The report pointed out that 
while states such as Maha-
rashtra, Tamil Nadu, Karnata-
ka, and Telangana have built 
vibrant service hubs with high 
productivity, Bihar, Madhya 
Pradesh, and others remain 
concentrated in low-value, 
traditional segments.

“Employment generation is 
uneven across sub-sectors, in-
formality remains widespread, 
and job quality continues to lag 
behind output growth,” it said.

To bridge these gaps, the 
report outlines a four-part 
policy roadmap focusing on 
formalisation and social pro-
tection for gig, self-employed, 
and MSME workers; targeted 
skilling and digital access to 
expand opportunities for wom-
en and rural youth; invest-
ment in emerging and green 

economy skills; and balanced 
regional development through 
service hubs in Tier-II and Ti-
er-III cities.

In another report titled 
'India's Services Sector: In-
sights from GVA Trends and 
State-Level Dynamics', also 
released Tuesday, the Aayog 
said that the services sector 
has become the cornerstone 
of India's economic growth, 
contributing nearly 55 per cent 
of national gross value added 
(GVA) in 2024-25, up from 51 
per cent in 2013-14.

At the sectoral level, the 
report recommended pri-
oritizing digital infrastruc-
ture, logistics, innovation, 
fi nance and skilling to ac-
celerate diversifi cation and 
competitiveness.

At the state level, it called 
for developing tailored ser-
vice strategies based on local 
strengths, improving institu-
tional capacity, integrating 
services with industrial eco-
systems, and scaling up urban 
and regional service clusters.

Services sector employs 30% Indians, lower than global average
According to the report, India faces a growing 

mismatch: education levels are rising faster than  the 
quality of service jobs, underscoring the urgency of 

aligning skilling with sector needs

PNB organises mega credit outreach program
Cuttack : Punjab National Bank (PNB) or-
ganised a MEGA Credit Outreach Program 
at  Rashmi Palace, Cuttack. This initiative 
promoted the bank's innovative loan prod-
ucts under MSME, Retail & Agriculture 
segments, designed to empower small and 
medium enterprises, retail customers, and 
farmers with seamless fi nancial solutions. 
Assistant General Manager from Zonal Of-
fi ce Bhubaneswar along with the Circle 
Head and branch heads from the Cuttack 
Urban Area attended the event. During 
the program, attendees got the opportunity to learn about PNB’s tailored offerings for MSMEs, 
salaried individuals, and professionals including quick loan approvals and specialized services 
designed to meet the unique needs of small businesses. “We are dedicated to empowering MSMEs 
& Agri Entrepreneurs and helping them realize their full potential,” said Sujit Negi, Circle Head. 

Canara Bank opens new branch 

Bhubaneswar: Canara Bank opened its 283rd 
Branch at Janla, Khordha Monday. The Branch 
was inaugurated by Suman Chakraborty, GM (D), 
Circle Offi ce, Bhubaneswar, Sarat Chandra Bhoi, 
DGM & RO Head, Bhubaneswar and Chief Guest 
Shradhanjali Behera, Sarpanch Janla and Sarat 
Kumar Sahoo, & Councilor Janla. The ceremony 
was attended by many prospective customers of 
the area that included Businessman, salaried 
people, women from SHG groups, etc. 

BIZ BUZZ Markets slip amid 
weak Asian cues
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Oct 28: Benchmark 
BSE Sensex declined by 150 
points in a volatile session 
Tuesday due to profit-taking 
in IT, consumer durables and 
realty shares and weak trends 
in Asian markets.

In a see-saw trade, the 
30-share BSE Sensex closed 
lower by 150.68 points or 0.18 
per cent at 84,628.16. The in-
dex opened strong but erased 
gains in the late morning as 
investors took profits. 

The barometer tanked near-
ly 560 points to hit a low of 
84,219.39 during the day, but 
buying support at lower lev-
els helped it recover some 
losses in the final half hour 
of trade.

The 50-share NSE Nifty 
dipped 29.85 points or 0.11 per 
cent to 25,936.20. Among Sen-
sex firms, Trent, ICICI Bank, 
Tech Mahindra, Bajaj Fin-
serv, Mahindra & Mahindra, 
Power Grid, Tata Consultan-
cy Services and Bajaj Finance 
were the major laggards.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Oct 28: Senior pac-
er Mohammed Shami Tuesday 
said he is “fi t” and “ready” for 
an India comeback, having 
backed up his desire to return 
with exceptional performances 
in the season’s fi rst two Ranji 
Trophy matches.

The Bengal speedster has 
made a strong claim for inter-
national comeback with a fi ery 
spell that saw him take a match 
haul of eight wickets and propel 
his team to a 141-run win over 
Gujarat at the Eden Gardens.

“A lot of hard work is there 
and I believe luck too plays a 
part. Every person wants to 
play for the country. So, I am 
ready for that (again),” Sha-
mi told reporters after his 
fi ve-wicket haul in Gujarat’s 
second innings.

“My motivation is to stay fi t 

and be available for the Indian 
team at all times. In the ground, 
I will continue to perform and 
the rest is on the selectors’ 
hands.”

He added, “It’s a relief. Men-
tally, physically, it feels very 
good, because, you are coming 
back from such a diffi cult time 
(injury), and you stay on the 
ground after that.”

“After that, all the things... 
Ranji Trophy, domestic season, 
white ball cricket, then IPL, 
Champions Trophy, then Du-
leep Trophy, and now these two 
matches. So, the rhythm, the 
fl ow was there. Now it feels like 
cricket is still there (left in me).”

It was Shami’s exceptional fi -
nal-day spell that helped Bengal 
beat Gujarat for the fi rst time 
in the Ranji Trophy since 2003.

Shami was not selected in 
the Indian team for the white-
ball tour of Australia, follow-

ing which there was a public 
back-and-forth between chief 

selector Ajit Agarkar and the 
senior cricketer.

The pacer though has em-
phasised that he is fully fi t af-
ter recovering from an ankle 
surgery, and is available for 
all formats of the game.

When he was asked for his 
thoughts on India comeback 
Tuesday, he preferred to stay 
clear of controversy.

“I am always involved in 
some controversy, thanks to 
you guys (laughs). It’s a mis-
understanding...,” he said.

Shami thanked the Bengal 
team management for their 
support during a diffi cult phase 
and now when he is coming 
back after a long layoff.

“I played a match against MP 
11 months ago, and I am playing 
this match now. I feel good, but 
the important thing is that your 
team is with you at this time, 
when you are competing.”

Shami also said that he has 
asked the curators to prepare 
a green top at Eden Gardens as 
he believes the Bengal pace at-
tack is one of the best in Indian 
domestic cricket.

“I had said earlier that we 
need a green top, because we 
have four pacers, one of the 
best in domestic cricket. If you 
can raise your voice, if you can 
say that it is better, because we 
have the opportunity, we have 
the ability to get six points, sev-
en points if we are playing on 
green tops,” Shami said.

Bengal head coach Laxmi 
Ratan Shukla backed Shami to 
make a comeback to the Indi-
an team. “Mohammed Shami 
doesn’t need certifi cate from 
anyone. He is a certifi cate in 
himself. He has the backing of 
his fans, media and the biggest 
selector of them all, who is right 
up there (God),” Shukla said.

My motivation is to stay fi t & be ready: Shami

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 28: India has 
submitted bids to host the 2028 
Asian Indoor Athletics Cham-
pionships as well as the 2026 
Asian Relays, in line with the 
country’s efforts to stage conti-
nental and global events in the 
coming years.

The Athletics Federation of 
India (AFI) has proposed Bhu-
baneswar as the host city for 
the 2028 Asian Indoor Athletics 
Championships while the ven-
ue for the 2026 Asian Relays is 
yet to be fi nalised.

If India succeeds in its bids 
for the events, it would be the 
fi rst time the country would 
be hosting the two continental 
competitions.

“We have submitted the 
bid for 2028 Asian Indoor Ath-
letics Championships with 
Bhubaneswar as the host city. 
There is no other venue in In-
dia which can host the event 
other than the indoor facility at 
the Kalinga Stadium complex 
in Bhubaneswar,” a top AFI 
offi cial told PTI on conditions 
of anonymity.

“For 2026 Asian Relays, 
we have not yet decided on 

the venue.”
As of now, the AFI is consid-

ering a north Indian city for the 
Asian Relays, likely to be held 
in April, but it is not yet fi nal 
and can be changed later, it is 
learnt. The state-of-the-art in-
door facility at the Kalinga Sta-
dium complex in Bhubaneswar 
was inaugurated in 2024. It has 
a 200m running track, a 100m 
practice track, designated ar-
eas for long jump, triple jump, 
pole vault, and shot put, warm-
up areas for athletes, as well as 
a gym.

The oval shaped track lies be-
low a spectator gallery which 
can house 2000 people. The fa-
cility also houses 60 twin-shar-
ing rooms and a dining hall 

for those undergoing full-time 
training. The inaugural Asian 
Relays was held in May 2024 in 
Bangkok where India won gold 
in the mixed 4x400m, and a sil-
ver each in men's and women’s 
4x400m.

The Asian Indoor Athletics 
Championships, a biennial 
event, was fi rst held in 2004 in 
Tehran. Iran has hosted the 
event four times, all in Tehran, 
the most by any country.

The Iranian capital hosted 
the last edition also, in 2024, 
with India winning three gold 
medals and one silver. Tajin-
derpal Singh Toor (men’s shot 
put), Jyothi Yarraji (women’s 
60m hurdles) and Harmilan 
Bains (women’s 1500m) won a 
gold medal each while Ankita 
Dhyani (women’s 3000m) got a 
silver.

The 2026 edition of the Asian 
Indoor Athletics Champion-
ships will be held in Tianjin in 
China from February 6 to 8.

India has also formally ex-
pressed its interest to host 
the 2028 World U20 Champi-
onships as well as either of 
the 2029 or 2031 editions of the 
senior World Athletics Cham-
pionships.

Bhubaneswar likely to host 
Asian Indoor Athletics C’ship

We have submitted bid 
for 2028 Asian Indoor 

Athletics Championships 
with Bhubaneswar as host 
city. There is no other 
venue in India which can 
host the event other than 
the indoor facility at the 
Kalinga Stadium complex 
in Bhubaneswar
AFI OFFICIAL

AGENCIES

Saint Louis, Oct 28: Reign-
ing world champion Gukesh 
Dommaraju avenged his loss 
to Hikaru Nakamura in the 
Checkmate: USA vs India ex-
hibition match, showcasing 
his composed style as he se-
cured a well-deserved victo-
ry over the American grand-
master at the Clutch Chess: 
Champions showdown here 
Tuesday. 

Nakamura had triggered a 
major controversy weeks earli-
er when he took Gukesh’s king 
and threw it into the crowd 
after winning the Checkmate: 
USA vs India exhibition match.

In the parallel mini-match on 
the opening day, Gukesh secured 
a win over Nakamura with a Ra-
gozin Variation from a QGD. A 
dominant bishop positioned on 
d3, supported by pawns on c4 
and e4, overwhelmed Black’s po-
sition until resistance faltered, 
ChessBase reports.

Their second game reached 
a closed pawn formation, and 
peace was agreed on move 34. 
After the win, the two players 
shook hands with a smile, with 
Nakamura leaving immediate-

ly, and Gukesh followed his 
well-known ritual of calmly 
rearranging the pieces before 
getting up.

After winning in the second 
round, Gukesh emerged as 
the sole leader after the open-
ing day of the Clutch Chess: 
Champions Showdown. He 
scored four points from six 
games despite starting with a 
defeat against Magnus Carlsen. 

The Indian star recovered con-
fi dently with three wins and 
two draws to fi nish the day at 
the top.

Carlsen is closely behind 
with 3.5 points, having started 
strongly with two wins and two 
draws before losing to Hikaru 
Nakamura. Nakamura stands 
on 3 points, while Fabiano 
Caruana, who struggled in sev-
eral encounters, is on 1.5.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Canberra, Oct 28: The lead-
er in Suryakumar Yadav will 
nudge the batter in him to take 
centrestage and start contrib-
uting handsomely with the 
willow when India take on 
Australia in the opening T20 
International here Wednes-
day. It promises to be a battle 
on even keel with both coun-
tries having won eight of their 
last 10 T20I games with a defeat 
each. While India had one tied 
game, Australia saw one game 
washed out.

While the captain’s pro-
longed bad patch remains a 
cause of worry, the Indian T20 
team has been the best of three 
national outfi ts, almost operat-
ing on autopilot with the new 
players taking on their roles 
like fi sh to water.

Since being appointed cap-
tain, Suryakumar’s record 
has been phenomenal in terms 
of results, with 23 wins in 29 
games so far, adhering to the 
new template of fearless 
cricket where every batter 
goes all guns blazing from 
ball one.

The Australia series 
marks the beginning of 
India’s real preparation 
going into the T20 World 
Cup early next year with 15 
games to get into the 
groove.

“I feel I 
have been 
working 

really hard. Not that I wasn't 
working hard before. I have 
had good few sessions back 
home, good 2-3 sessions here, 
so I am in good space,” the skip-
per said at the pre-series press 
conference at the Manuka Oval. 

The skipper again stressed 
on the team goal.

“Runs, it will come even-
tually but I'm working hard 
towards the team goal. It's 
more important what 
team wants from you 
in different situations 
and I take one game at a 
time and if it starts then I 
think it will be a good thing.”

For someone like Abhishek 
Sharma, who became the toast 
of the nation in Asia Cup, tack-
ling the extra bounce on Aus-
tralian pitches will be a new 
challenge and hence skipper’s 
contribution becomes all the 
more important.

It will not only be a new set 
of question for someone like 
Abhishek but also old set of 

queries for the Indi-
an skipper, whose 

critics always 
point out that he 

hasn't consis-
tently scored 
against big 
teams in past 
few years.

In terms 

of bowling attack, Jasprit 
Bumrah’s presence and Varun 
Chakravarthy's guile will be 
the important factors if Indi-
an batters can put up a decent 
score. The 12 overs from Varun, 
Kuldeep Yadav and Axar Patel 
will be very important along-
side Bumrah and Arshdeep's 
opening spells against Travis 
Head and the dangerous Mitch-
ell Marsh.

Teams:
India: Suryakumar Yadav 

(C), Abhishek Sharma, Shub-
man Gill (VC), Tilak Varma, 

Nitish Kumar Reddy, Shi-
vam Dube, Axar Patel, 

Jitesh Sharma (WK), Varun 
Chakaravarthy, Jasprit Bum-
rah, Arshdeep Singh, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Harshit Rana, Sanju 
Samson (WK), Rinku Singh, 
Washington Sundar. 

Australia: Mitchell Marsh 
(c), Sean Abbott (games 1-3), 
Xavier Bartlett, Mahli Beard-
man (games 3-5), Tim David, 
Ben Dwarshuis (games 4-5), 
Nathan Ellis, Josh Hazlewood 
(games 1-2), Glenn Maxwell 
(games 3-5), Travis Head, Josh 
Inglis, Matthew Kuhnemann, 
Mitchell Owen, Josh Philippe, 
Tanveer Sangha, Matthew 
Short, Marcus Stoinis.

T20I: Focus on SKY’s form

Iyer out of ICU, remains stable
New Delhi: India’s ODI vice-captain Shreyas 

Iyer, who suffered a ruptured spleen 
and rib cage injury during the third 

ODI against Australia, has been 
shifted out of the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) of a Sydney hospital and 
is now in a stable condition, easing 

concerns over his health. “He has 
been shifted out of ICU and 

may take a few more days 
before he is discharged from hospital 

in Sydney,” a BCCI source privy to the 
development told PTI on condition of anonymity.

Iyer sustained a lower left rib cage injury while 
attempting a diffi cult running catch to dismiss Alex 

Carey off Harshit Rana’s bowling. Though he initially 
walked off the fi eld with assistance from the physio, 

his condition later deteriorated as his vital parameters 
dropped, prompting immediate hospitalisation. Subsequent 

tests revealed internal bleeding caused by a laceration in 
the spleen, following which he was admitted to the ICU for close 

monitoring. “Now see, we are not doctors. When we saw from outside, 
when the catch was taken (by Shreyas), it looked like it was normal,” 
said India T20 skipper Suryakumar Yadav on the eve of the fi rst 
T20I against Australia in Canberra. “But none of us were there, only 
those who were there can tell what actually happened. So they said 
after going inside it was felt you will have to pay good attention (to 
him). Then he was rushed to the specialist, and we were told about 
what happened.” “After that we talked to him, when he was talking 
normally, we felt that it is a little better now, because doctors and 
physios told us that it was an unfortunate incident, which happens 
rarely. But sometimes rare incidents happened to rare talent.” 
It is understood that BCCI’s head of medical services, Dinshaw 
Pardiwala, in his communication to the board, commended the 
on-fi eld medical staff for their swift and effi cient response, which 
helped avert a potentially critical situation. “God is with his side, he 
is recovering really well, doctors are supporting him, BCCI is in full 
support, he will recover soon and then we will take him home with 
us,” Suryakumar said.

CHAMPIONS SHOWDOWN

Gukesh takes calm revenge on Nakamura

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 28: In a fi rst 
for India, Diya Chitale and 
Manush Shah have qualifi ed for 
the season ending WTT Finals 
in the mixed doubles category.

The WTT Finals Hong Kong 
2025 will be held from Decem-
ber 10 to 14.

The event marks the cul-
mination of the global WTT 
Series, featuring only the top-
ranked players — the top 16 in 
men’s and women’s singles, and 
the top eight in mixed doubles 
pairs — competing for a total 
prize purse of USD 1.3 million.

Diya and Shah’s consistent 
performances through the year 
— including a mixed doubles 
silver medal at the WTT Star 
Contender Brazil 2025 — have 
earned them the ticket to the 
Finals.

“It’s a huge honour to com-
pete in a Finals event, and an 
even bigger one to be the fi rst 
Indians to do so. This moment 
isn’t just ours — it’s a sign of 
how much Indian table tennis 
has grown, and how bright its 
future looks. I'm proud to play 
even a small part in this sto-
ry, and we'll give everything 
to make it a memorable one,” 
said Diya.

AGENCIES

Delhi, Oct 28: The stage is set 
for a global boxing spectacle 
as the World Boxing Cup Fi-
nals 2025 will be conducted at 
Greater Noida’s Shaheed Vijay 
Singh Pathik Sports Complex 
from November 14 to 21, bring-
ing together over 140 elite box-
ers from 18 nations, including 
three Olympic medalists. 

A strong 20-member squad 
will represent India at the 
event, led by seasoned pugi-
lists, as well as medalists from 
previous World Boxing com-
petitions. Donning the Indian 
colours will be ten men and 
ten women, headlined by for-
mer World Champion Nikhat 
Zareen (51kg), reigning World 
Champion Jaismine Lamboria 
(57kg), reigning World Champi-
on Minakshi (48kg), two-time 
Asian Champion Pooja Rani 
(80kg), former World Cham-
pion Saweety Boora (75kg), 
and World Championship sil-
ver medallist Nupur Sheoran 
(80+kg). The men’s contingent 
features an exciting mix of 
youth and experience, led by 
Hitesh (70kg) and Abhinash 

Jamwal (65kg), both medalists 
from the earlier World Boxing 
Cup stages this season.

The prestigious event will 
feature three Paris Olympic 
medallists—Aeji Im of South 
Korea and Wu Shih-Yi and 
Chen Nien-Chin of Chinese 
Taipei—alongside multiple 
World Boxing Championships 
and World Cup gold medallists 
from around the world.

Speaking on the occasion, 
BFI President Ajay Singh said, 
“Hosting the World Boxing Cup 
Finals is a proud moment for In-
dian boxing and a refl ection of 
how far we’ve come on the global 
stage. Bringing the world’s top 
nations and Olympic medallists 
to compete here is not just an 
honour, but a testament to In-
dia’s growing stature as a boxing 
powerhouse. Our athletes have 
shown they can stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the best, and 
this event gives them the perfect 
platform to prove it once again.”

India names squad for 
World Boxing Cup fi nals

Diya Chitale, Manush Shah 
qualify for WTT Finals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pune, Oct 28: Hyderabad 
golfer Mohammed Azhar shot 
a superb seven-under 64 to 
emerge leader by one stroke on 
the opening day of the Rs one 
crore The Poona Club Open, 
here Tuesday.

PGTI Order of Merit leader 
Yuvraj Sandhu fi red six-under 
65 to be placed second at the 
Poona Club Golf Course, while 
Gurugram’s Veer Ahlawat (66), 
the 2024 PGTI Ranking champi-
on, was a further shot behind in 
third position.

The quintet of Akshay Da-
male, Aaron Rockey, Aditya 
Bhandarkar, Adityaa Garg and 
amateur Arkin Patel were the 
highest-placed among the Pune-
based players as they returned 
scores of 71 to occupy tied 29th 
place.

Azhar, who has been in de-
cent form in recent times with 
four top-10s to his name in his 
last six starts, began his week 
with a birdie-bogey. Howev-
er, he soon began to stamp 
his authority by adding three 
more birdies on the front-nine 
including a 35-feet conversion 
on the third.

Azhar, ranked 23rd in the 
PGTI Order of Merit, picked up 
four more birdies on the back-
nine including a tap-in and an 
18-feet conversion.

“I hit it close to the fl ags all 
day. Here at the Poona Club 
Golf Course, there is a premi-
um on hitting fairways and I 
hit a lot of fairways today. On 
the back-nine, my chipping 
and putting was outstand-
ing because I did not hit any 
greens from hole 14 onwards 
and just made a lot of quality 
chip-putts,” said Azhar.

Poona golf: Azhar  
shoots seven-under 
for fi rst-round lead

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Manama (Bahrain), Oct 28:
Teenage wrestler Yashita dug 
deep into her reserves of energy 
to overcome a gritty Kazakh op-
ponent and clinch the girls 61kg 
gold on a day when six Indian 
boxers sailed into the fi nal to 
assure the country of half-a-doz-
en medals in the Youth Asian 
Games here Tuesday.

In an extremely keenly-con-
tested bout, Yashita, 17, de-
feated Kazakhstan's Zhaidar 
Muktar on the basis of the fi nal 
point scored after the two were 
tied at 5-all.

Earlier, Yashita had defeated 
Kyrgyzstan's Akylai Chynybae-
va 6-0 in the semifi nal.

Yashita's top-podium fi nish 
took India's tally of medals to 
26, including four gold, 10 silver 
and 12 bronze. The country is 
placed 11th on the medals tally 
led by China with a total of 100 
medals, including 47 gold.

Yashita bags gold
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