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Nuapada, Nov 8: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi, during his campaign 
for the Nuapada bypoll, Sat-
urday wooed tribal voters, 
targeted opposition BJD 
president Naveen Patnaik 
and called the former CM’s 
party a “sinking boat”.

Tribals constitute over 35 
per cent of Nuapada’s over 
2.53 lakh voters.

Majhi went to Sunabeda 
Wildlife Sanctuary, offered 
prayer before their presid-
ing deity Goddess Suna Dei, 
had lunch with a tribal fam-
ily and said he could under-
stand the plights of people 
living in hills.

“As a tribal, I can under-
stand their problems. The 
tribal families, even after 78 
years of Independence, are 
deprived of basic facilities 
like drinking water, elec-
tricity and roads in their 
villages. I will ensure all 

such facilities,” Majhi told a 
gathering. Claiming that he 
is the fi rst chief minister of 
Odisha who visited the tri-
bals in Sunabeda Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Majhi blamed 
Patnaik for their plight.

“What has Naveen Babu 
done for you during his 24 
years of governance? He 
does not understand your 

language. Tribals cannot 
speak in Hindi or English,” 
Majhi said. The CM assured 
the people that Sunabeda 
will witness development 
with establishment of a col-
lege and upgradation of the 
existing government hospi-
tal in the region.

After visiting Sunabeda 
area, Majhi led a four-hour 

long roadshow from Khariar 
Road to Nuapada from 4pm 
to give a push to the BJP’s 
campaign before it ends 
Sunday. Addressing a pub-
lic meeting at Nuapada, he 
claimed that the BJD has no 
future in Odisha’s politics.

“Will you vote for a party 
which is a sinking boat? The 
leaders of BJD have been 

quitting the party one by 
one including Jay Dholakia. 
The leaders in BJD do not 
get due respect, because of 
which they are quitting the 
party,” Majhi said.

Jay Dholakia, son of BJD 
MLA Rajendra Dholakia 
whose death necessitated 
this bypoll, was tipped to 
be the candidate of the re-
gional outfi t. He, however, 
joined the BJP, leaving the 
BJD red-faced.

Majhi described the BJP 
candidate as the “suputra” 
(good son) of Rajendra Dhola-
kia. Earlier, BJD women 
leaders had dubbed Jay as the 
“kuputra” (bad son) of the de-
ceased MLA and accused him 
of getting sold to BJD.

To buttress his allegation 
that opposition party lead-
ers do not get respect from 
the party, the CM claimed 
that Snehangini Chhuria, 
the BJD nominee, was not 
found during Patnaik’s 
roadshow Friday.
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Forget what our govt has done 
in the past 20 years, let me tell 

you what the opposition 
did 90 years ago

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Nov 8: The 
Winter session of Parlia-
ment will be held from De-
cember 1 to 19, Union Par-
liamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju announced 
Saturday, in what the Op-
position has described as 
an unusually delayed and 
truncated session.

The three-week session 
will have 15 sittings in all 
and is expected to be stormy 
as it comes in the midst of 
the Election Commission’s 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls in 12 
states and Union territories, 
an exercise against which 
several Opposition parties 
have raised objections.

The Monsoon session of 
Parliament also saw vocif-
erous protests by several 
Opposition parties over the 
SIR in Bihar that led to daily 
disruptions in Parliament.

“The Hon’ble President 
of India Smt. Droupadi 
Murmu ji has approved the 
proposal of the Government 
to convene the #WinterSes-
sion of Parliament from 1st 
December 2025 to 19th De-
cember 2025 (subject to ex-
igencies of Parliamentary 
business),” Rijiju said on X.

Looking forward to a con-
structive and meaningful 
Session that strengthens 
our democracy and serves 
the aspirations of the peo-
ple, he said.
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Cuttack, Nov 8: At least 
three persons, including 
a minor boy, were killed 
and three others seriously 
injured when the balcony 
of an old apartment build-
ing collapsed and fell on an 
adjacent house here Satur-
day, police said.

The incident took place 
at Mani Sahu Chhak in the 
city. All the affected per-
sons belong to one family 
and were staying at an as-
bestos-roofed house close 
to the old apartment.

“The balcony of the 
apartment fell on our 
house. My husband, son 
and grandson died in the 
incident,” said a woman 
of the house.

The deceased persons 
were identified as Abdul 
Jalil, 60, Abdul Zaheed, 
30, and Abdul Mujahid, 5. 
The injured persons were 
undergoing treatment at 
the hospital.

Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi, who was on 
a tour to poll-bound Nuapa-
da, expressed grief over the 
death of three persons and 
announced `4 lakh compen-

sation for the next of kin of 
the deceased persons.

On learning about the 
loss of lives of three mem-
bers of a family (Abdul 
Mujahid, Abdul Zaheed 
and Abdul Jalil) in a tragic 
incident in Cuttack, Chief 
Minister Shri @Mohan-
MOdisha has expressed 
deep grief and expressed 
his condolences to the be-
reaved family. 

He has also announced 
a compensation of `4 lakh 
from the Chief Minister’s 
Relief Fund (CMRF) to the 
next of kin of all the de-
ceased, the CMO said in a 
post on X.

The state government 
has made arrangements 
for the best treatment of 
all the injured in this inci-
dent, the CMO said.

Fire Service personnel 
rescued all six persons and 
took them to SCB Medical 
College and Hospital, where 
doctors declared three of 
them dead, police said.

Cuttack-Barabati MLA 
Sofia Firdous, who visited 
the spot and met the fami-
ly members of the victims, 
said, “There are several 
unsafe buildings in the 
city, and those should be 
immediately sealed and 
repaired.”

The administration must 
inquire into the circum-
stances that led to the death 
of three persons, she said.

Meanwhile, the Cuttack 
Municipal Corporation 
(CMC) has also announced 
`10,000 financial assistance 
each for the next of kin of 
the victims.

The local people alleged 
that the building was ear-
lier declared unsafe by 
city authorities. However, 
despite repeated warnings, 
it was neither demolished 
nor vacated, they alleged.

Winter session of 
Parl from Dec 1-19

Balcony collapse 
kills 3 in Cuttack
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Kultali (WB), Nov 8: In 
a quiet hamlet deep inside 
Sundarbans, where man-
grove forests guard a maze 
of rivers and traditions run 
long and deep, two young 
women stood before a vil-
lage temple and chose each 
other for life.

Professional dancers Riya 
Sardar and Rakhi Naskar, 
both in their early twenties, 
tied the knot at the Paler 
Chak temple in Jalaberia 
in Kultali block, November 
4 in a ceremony that drew 
hundreds of villagers who 
ululated, blew conch shells 

and blessed the couple.
In a country where same 

sex marriages have no legal 
sanction and the issue still 
pending before the Supreme 
Court, the wedding was a 
quiet rebellion rooted more 
in affection than activism. It 
unfolded in a socially con-

servative part of the Sund-
arbans, where such public 
assertions are unusual.

Yet on that afternoon, 
the temple courtyard shim-
mered with colour and curi-
osity as Riya, dressed as the 
bride, and Rakhi, wearing a 
groom’s crown, exchanged 
garlands (mala badal) and 
took sacred vows. A priest 
conducted all rituals. 
Villagers watched, some 
surprised, many silently 
accepting.

“We have taken vows to 
become life partners,” Ri-
ya, from Rameshwarpur in 
Mandirbazar, told report-
ers. Rakhi, who hails from 

Bakultala police station ar-
ea, said, “We are adults. We 
can decide our lives. Why 
should gender matter while 
choosing a life partner?”

Riya said she lost her par-
ents at a young age and was 
raised by her aunt Kavita 
Koyal, who was stunned at 
fi rst but did not oppose her 
decision. She studied up to 
high school and works as a 
dancer.

Rakhi, who studied up to 
Class IX and performs in 
a local dance troupe, said, 
“Despite pressure from my 
farming family, I decided 
to marry only the person I 
truly love.”

A marriage beyond barriers, among mangroves
2 women defy norms to marry in Sundarbans temple; village rallies behind them

POST NEWS NETWORK

Anandapur/Keonjhar, Nov 
8: Two college girls were trag-
ically killed in a hit-and-run 
incident on National High-
way 20 at Shalapada under 
Ghasipura police limits in 
Keonjhar district Saturday.

The deceased were iden-
tifi ed as Deepanjali Sahu of 
Belabahali village and An-
napurna Patra of Siapada. 
Both were fi rst-year students 
of Kanak Manjari Women’s 
College in Anandapur.

Sources said the incident 
occurred while the students 
were returning home on 
bicycles around noon after 
fi nishing classes. A speed-
ing vehicle hit them from 
rear near Shalapada and 
fl ed the scene. The girls 
were thrown off their bicy-
cles, and suffered critical 
injuries.

Local residents rushed 
them to the Anandpur 
sub-divisional hospital, 
where doctors pronounced 
them dead on arrival.

Tension prevailed in the 
area following the mishap. 
Angry residents blocked 
National Highway 20, de-
manding `15 lakh compen-
sation for each victim’s 
family, construction of 
a service road along the 
highway, immediate arrest 
of the driver, and the intro-
duction of a Plus III degree 
course at Beleswar College 
in Belabahali. As a result, 
hundreds of vehicles were 
left stranded on both sides 
of the highway. 

2 college girls killed in Anandapur hit-and-run
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Bhubaneswar, Nov 8: The 
state government has or-
dered action against seven 
police offi cers and a private 
technology fi rm over the 
lapses that led to a stam-
pede in Puri leaving three 
people dead and 20 others 
injured, offi cial sources 
said Saturday.

In a recent letter to the 
DGP, the additional secre-

tary in the Home depart-
ment said that the action 
will be taken as per the rec-
ommendation of the inquiry 
conducted by Development 
Commissioner-cum-Addi-
tional Chief Secretary Anu 
Garg on the stampede inci-
dent near Shree Gundicha 
Temple, during Rath Yatra 
in Puri June 29 this year.

Garg had submitted her 
report to Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi, who is 

also in charge of the Home 
department, July 31.

At least three people, includ-
ing two women, were killed in 
the stampede.

The report found lapses on 
part of police offi cers Ajay 
Kumar Padhi, Comman-
dant, OSAP 3rd Battalion, 
Koraput; Vishnu Prasad Pa-
ti, DCP (HQ), Bhubaneswar–
Cuttack; Tapas Ranjan Das, 

Commandant, SSMSV, Puri; 
KK Nayak, Deputy Comman-
dant, SSMSV, Puri; Prasanta 
Kumar Sahoo, DSP City, Pu-
ri; Susanta Kumar Sahoo, 
IIC, Kumbharapada Police 
Station and Sarada Prasad 
Dash, Commandant, OSAP 
8th Battalion, Chhatrapur.

The inquiry report rec-
ommended blacklisting 
the ICCC vendor and dis-
ciplinary action against 
an offi cer.

PURI STAMPEDE

Govt orders action against 7 cops
THE INQUIRY REPORT ALSO RECOMMENDS BLACKLISTING THE ICCC VENDOR
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Islamabad, Nov 8: Paki-
stan Saturday brought in a 
Constitutional amendment 
to create a new post of Chief 
of Defence Forces to ensure 
greater coordination and 
unifi ed command among 
the three services. The 27th 
Constitutional Amendment 
bill presented in parliament 
proposes changes to Arti-
cle 243 of the Constitution, 
which deals with the armed 
forces among other issues.

Under the amendment bill, 
the President will appoint 
the Army Chief and the Chief 
of Defence Force on the ad-
vice of the Prime Minister. 
The Chief of Army Staff, 
who will also be the Chief of 
Defence Forces, will appoint 
the head of the National Stra-
tegic Command in consulta-
tion with the Prime Minister. 

Pakistan to create 
new post of Chief 
of Defence Forces

Majhi woos tribals, calls BJD ‘sinking boat’
PNN & AGENCIES

Jajpur, Nov 8: Tension pre-
vailed at a government-run 
hospital in Jajpur district 
Saturday after family mem-
bers of a deceased woman 
accused the doctor and staff 
of the health facility of a 
faulty sterilisation surgery 
leading to her death.

The incident took place at 
Madhuban under Kuakhia 
police limits in the district.

The agitators staged a 
demonstration in front of 
the entrance of the Com-
munity Health Centre with 
the body, demanding stern 
action against the doctor 
who conducted the surgery 
on the 30-year-old woman 
and an ASHA who brought 
her to the CHC for a family 
planning operation.

Mamata Malik, a resident 
of Kandasara village in the 
district, was brought to Mad-
huban CHC where a doctor 

conducted sterilisation sur-
gery on her Friday afternoon.

The condition of the wom-
an became serious after the 
surgery, and the doctor asked 
her husband to shift the pa-
tient to SCB Medical College 
and Hospital in Cuttack.

She, however, died on 
the way to the hospital in 
Cuttack in an ambulance 
Friday night. Following her 
death, family members and 
villagers protested in front 
of the hospital gate Satur-
day with the body.

“Our ASHA didi brought 
my wife to Madhuban CHC 
for a family planning opera-
tion. An inexperienced doctor 
of the CHC conducted a faulty 
surgery which led to her 
death. We want stern action 
against the doctor and the 
ASHA didi,” said Ashwani, 
husband of the deceased. 

The deceased’s family has 
fi led a complaint at Kuakhia 
police station.

Jajpur woman dies after 
family planning surgery



Mumbai: Actress 
Tamannaah Bha-
tia recently called 
her Do You Wanna 
Partner co-star Di-
ana Penty an “under-
rated actor.” Reacting to 
the remark, Diana graciously 
agreed, admitting she does see herself 
that way. “I’d like to believe I am an 
underrated actor. When you truly love 
your craft, you want to do more, ex-
plore different genres, and challenge 
yourself. Maybe I just haven’t had 
enough opportunities to play var-
ied roles,” she said. Diana added 
that when given a role, she gives 
it her all — pouring her heart and 
soul into every performance and 
striving for perfection.

The Tehran actress also 
acknowledged being type-
cast early in her career. 
“Somewhere along the 
way, I got labeled as the 

‘good girl’ or ‘girl next door,’ 
and those were the only roles 

that kept coming my way. I hav-
en’t really been able to break out of 

that image,” she refl ected.
As Cocktail 2 begins fi lming 

with Shahid Kapoor, Rashmi-
ka Mandanna, and Kriti Sanon, 
Diana, who made a memorable 
debut with Cocktail, shared 
her excitement about the 
sequel. “I’m curious to 
see what direction the 

story takes — whether 
it’s connected to the 
fi rst fi lm or something 

entirely 

new,” 
she 
said 
enthu-
siasti-
cally.

Mumbai: Deepika Padukone, one of In-
dia’s most admired global icons, contin-

ues to make her mark across cinema 
and culture. From her powerful per-

formances in Padmaavat, Chhapaak, 
and Pathaan to her international de-
but in xXx: Return of Xander Cage, 
Deepika has consistently broken 
boundaries. Representing India 

on global platforms, she 
served on the jury of 
the 75th Cannes Film 
Festival and unveiled 
the FIFA World Cup 
trophy in Qatar in 2022, 
while also becoming the 
face of several interna-

tional brands. In a re-
cent interview, Deepika 

refl ected on the casting 
biases that persist in 

the fi lm industry, 
especially those 
linked to skin 
tone. 

The Piku ac-
tress revealed 
that fair skin 

has long been 
preferred in main-

stream cinema but 

asserted her commitment to portraying 
“the India I know” rather than conforming 
to Western expectations. Speaking about her 
experiences in Hollywood, she said she faced 
stereotypes about India, its people, and ac-
cents but chose to stay true to her identity.

Deepika also spoke candidly about moth-
erhood, calling it her “best role yet.” She 
shared that becoming a mother has made 
her more open, tolerant, and social. On Diwa-
li, she and Ranveer Singh introduced their 
daughter, Dua, to the world. She will next 
be seen alongside Shah Rukh Khan in King, 
directed by Siddharth Anand.
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Mumbai: As Rashmika Mandanna’s much-antici-
pated film The Girlfriend hits theatres today, the 
actress opened up about love, relationships, 
and her idea of a perfect partner. During a 
recent fan interaction, Rashmika shared, 
“My type is someone who understands life 
deeply, from his own perspective. Some-
one open-minded, genuinely kind, and 
capable of standing by me through any 
battle. If there’s a war against me, I 
know he’ll fight with me—and I’ll take 
a bullet for him any day.”

While promoting her film, Rash-
mika’s personal life has also been 
in the spotlight. Reports suggest 
that she and actor Vijay Devera-
konda are planning a grand yet 
intimate wedding in Udaipur 
February 26, 2026, after a pri-
vate engagement at Vijay’s Hy-
derabad home October 3, 2025. 
Though the couple hasn’t con-
firmed the news, Rash-
mika’s recent com-
ment — “Everyone 
is aware about it” 
— has fueled ex-
citement among 
fans.

Rashmi-
ka and 
Vijay 
first 
met 
on 
the 

sets of 
Geetha 
Gov-
indam 
(2018) 
and later 
starred 
together 
in Dear 
Comrade (2019), 
sparking re-
al-life romance 
rumours. Their 
wedding is report-
edly set to beauti-
fully blend South 
Indian and Rajas-
thani traditions, 
celebrating both 
their cultures 
and their jour-
ney together.

AGENCIES

Today, you may have 
something at the back of 
your mind that will grip you with its 
complexity, says Ganesha. Speak freely 
as your words are capable of making a 
great impact on others. You may not be 
willing to confront unpleasant situations 
today. Don't worry, the stars seem in your 
favour, predicts Ganesha.

Today, you would love to 
spend as much time alone 
as possible with your 
sweetheart, says Ganesha. A casual 
conversation between the two of you may 
culminate into a sensuous consumma-
tion. In the evening, you will keep people 
charmed with your wit and wisdom, feels 
Ganesha.

The travel bug inside you 
is itching to be let loose, 
but things are not so 
simple when it comes to fi nding new 
destinations, says Ganesha. With you, 
holidaying goes hand in hand with delays. 
So, although you might be excited at the 
prospect of going to new places, this 
excitement will be somewhat curtailed 
thanks to postponements of travel plans.

Motivation will remain high 
today, says Ganesha. Your 
talents and skills make you 
stand out as a superb artist. Words will 
glow if you let your creativity fl ow, and 
should you decide to dance or sing, you’ll 
set the stage on fi re today. Cultivate 
hobbies in performing arts and literature, 
advises Ganesha.

You shall follow all things to 
the dot today. Your approach 
will be methodical and ro-
botic. It is likely that you shall symbolise 
the saying, 'Actions speak louder than 
words'. Your powers of persuasion will 
help you amass the confi dences of many, 
predicts Ganesha.

Cupid is hunting and you 
are the game today. Cupid’s 
arrows will have you adrift 
on the ocean of love and turbulent 
emotions. Your rescue is imminent, when 
a member of the opposite sex answers 
your SOS calls. But use your discretion as 
to which boat you hitch a ride back home, 
says Ganesha.

The work load may take 
away all your vigour, leaving 
you lethargic and dull, but 
you will come out of the sluggish phase 
before it can do any harm to your repu-
tation, says Ganesha. Being observant 
and attentive while in meetings will help 
you in the long run, and in more ways 
than you can imagine. 

Good news from across the 
seven seas brings cheer! If 
you're seeking a visa, you 
may get one today. Everything looks pos-
itive and it refl ects in your mood. Share 
your happiness with your family, says 
Ganesha, and you will fi nd it multiplies 
manifold.

Confl icts galore will come 
your way at the workplace 
today. Keep a calm head 
over your shoulders and do keep tabs on 
your tongue. Differences only crop up if 
there are substantial thought processes 
involved, and keeping this in mind ought 
to give you the perspective needed to get 
ahead, says Ganesha.

Being in charge was never 
easy, but it's not for nothing 
that leaders are made of sterner stuff. 
As a person in charge, you are expected 
to give directions in a manner that gets 
the best efforts out of your juniors. Move 
away from traditional dictatorial style, 
and build a consensus that enables you to 
pull off the spectacular, says Ganesha.

If you are a stockbroker, you 
may feel that things are not 
going too well for you. Today, you may re-
gret being a stockbroker. Manufacturers 
must delay the launch of a new product. 
However, after a waiting game, you may 
go on to launch the product with a fan-
fare. Ganesha wishes you a good luck.

A tough, action-packed day 
ahead! There may be differ-
ence of opinions with friends 
over trivial matters, but you will thrive on 
it. But all pending work will be completed, 
much to your relief. It's a promising and 
optimistic day, says Ganesha!
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BRITNEY SPEARS RETURNS TO 
INSTAGRAM AFTER BRIEF EXIT

LAWRENCE PRAISES 
FEMALE DIRECTORS

Pop icon Britney Spears has returned to Ins-
tagram weeks after deactivating her account 
amid tensions with ex-husband Kevin Feder-
line. The 43-year-old singer refl ected on her 
“crazy” year, urging fans to prioritise self-care 
and set fi rm “boundaries” while embracing 
peace after recent public controversies.

Actress Jennifer Lawrence feels a “noticeable 
difference” when working with female directors. 
Talking about how the experience compares with 
male fi lmmakers, Lawrence described women 
fi lmmakers as less prone to “over-directing” while 
speaking during a Q and A with Vulture following a 
screening of her new fi lm Die My Love.
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SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Rashmika’s idea of 
perfect partner

Deepika on casting biases

Nawazuddin talks about 
his darkest phase

Mumbai: Nawazuddin Siddiqui, cele-
brated for his raw and powerful perfor-
mances, recently opened up about one of 
the darkest phases of his life — the years 
before 2012, when he battled rejection, de-
spair, and suicidal thoughts. Refl ecting 
on that diffi cult period, the Gangs of Was-
seypur actor revealed he often lived in a 
loop of hope and disappointment. “Before 
2012, I’d get opportunities and then lose 
them. I started believing maybe I wasn’t 
meant to achieve anything,” he shared.

Financial struggles and constant set-
backs deeply affected his confi dence. 
“There came a point when I thought 
nothing would ever happen. Then, 
something small would give me hope 
again. This cycle continued for almost 
eight years,” he recalled. Despite the 
hardships, Nawazuddin never gave up 
on acting. “Even if nothing happened, I 
told myself I’d act for free, even on the 
streets,” he said.

He also spoke about losing friends to ac-
cidents, illness, and suicide, which pushed 
him further into darkness. At one point, 
he even considered ending his life near 

a railway track before stepping back, 
realising life still had meaning. His 

breakthrough fi nally came in 2012 
with Gangs of Wasseypur, Ka-

haani, and Talaash. Today, 
he calls that painful phase 

the foundation of his 
strength and resilience.
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

32.3° 27.6°
18.9° 18.6°
67% 75%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Fog/mist in the 
morning & mainly 

clear sky later

By virtue of  an 
affi davit sworn before 
Executive Magistrate, 
Bhabjanagar, 
dated-09.10.2025, 1, 
Rajani Sahu, W/o.- 
Gopinath Sahu, 
At- Ambabali, P.O.-
Lunipada Sasan,P.S.-
Gangapur, Dist.- 
Ganjam, PIN-761123 
declare that I have 
changed my name 
from Rajani Kumari 
Sahoo to Rajani Sahu. 
Henceforth, I shall be 
known as Rajani Sahu 
for all purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 8: The 
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment (IIM)-Sambalpur signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Sri Sri University 
(SSU) to promote innovation, 
research, and holistic learning. 
The partnership aims to estab-
lish a long-term academic and 
research collaboration through 
joint initiatives such as work-
shops, research projects, publi-
cations, and student exchange 
programmes.

The collaboration seeks to 
establish a long-term academ-
ic and research partnership 
between the two institutions 
through joint initiatives such 
as workshops, research proj-
ects, publications, and dynamic 
student exchange programmes.

The signing ceremony was 
graced by Sri Sri University 
founder Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi 
Shankar, in the presence of IIM 
Sambalpur Director Mahadeo 

Prasad Jaiswal, Sri Sri Univer-
sity President Rajita Kulkarni, 
and senior offi cials and faculty 
members from both institutions.

Commenting on the collab-
oration, Jaiswal said, “We are 
delighted to partner with Sri 
Sri University to foster inno-
vation and holistic learning. 
This collaboration strengthens 
our shared vision of integrating 
modern management education 
with human values and socie-
tal impact. The partnership will 
focus on, Artifi cial Intelligence, 
stress management, and spiri-
tuality among others. Together, 
we aim to nurture future lead-
ers who are not only skilled and 
innovative but also rooted in 
ethics and compassion.”

Under the agreement, both 
universities will jointly orga-
nise educational workshops, 
seminars, webinars, and short-
term courses focused on 
emerging fields such as Data 
Science and related areas. The 
partnership also envisions a 

dynamic student exchange 
programme, enabling faculty 
members and academic ex-
perts from both institutions to 
share knowledge and deliver 
lectures across undergraduate 
and postgraduate levels.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 8: All In-
dia Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) Bhubaneswar observed 
its 3rd Annual Research Day 
(ARD) and 2nd Regional Re-
search Conclave (RRC) 2025 on 
the theme ‘Medical Innovation: 
The Need of the Hour for Atman-
irbhar Bharat, Viksit Bharat’.

ICMR DG Dr Rajiv Bahl 
graced the occasion as chief 
guest. Among others, insti-
tute’s Executive Director Dr 
Ashutosh Biswas, BCKIC, CEO 
KIIT-TBI Chairman Dr Mrutyu-
njay Suar, Resaerch Dean Dr 
Satyajeet Misra and associate 
dean Dr Bhagirathi Dwibedi 
joined the occasion.  Alongside 
AIIMS-Bhubaneswar’s faculty 
and research staff, representa-
tives from IIT-Bhubaneswar, 
IIT-Kharagpur, VSSUT Burla, 
NISER Bhubaneswar, IISER 

Berhampur, ILS Bhubaneswar, 
KIIMS Bhubaneswar, AIG Hospi-
tal Hyderabad, and TMCH Vara-
nasi, as well as 14 startup fi rms, 
participated in the conclave.  
The event facilitated meaning-
ful interactions between medi-
cal researchers, scientists, tech-
nologists, and entrepreneurs, 
creating pathways to convert 
startup ideas into viable health-
care products addressing current 
health challenges.

On the occasion, the institute 
released its Annual Research 
Report, showcasing AIIMS Bhu-
baneswar’s research achieve-
ments including over 25 crores in 
extramural grant generation and 

more than 1,500 research publica-
tions by faculty members. Nota-
ble research contributions from 
the institute includes studies on 
therapeutic leads for safe anaes-
thesia, innovative monitoring for 
skin grafts, yoga therapy for bow-
el care, multiple micronutrients 
for pregnant mothers, autoim-
munity as a cause of encephalitis 
in children, and novel molecular 
techniques for diagnosing spinal 
cord tumours. These outcomes 
are expected to infl uence both 
national and global healthcare 
practices.

In a fi rst-of-its-kind initia-
tive in the region, AIIMS-Bhu-
baneswar has also established 

a compact platform to integrate 
medical research, life sciences, 
and technology for innova-
tion-driven healthcare solu-
tions. The initiative aims to 
convert novel health-tech ideas 
into tangible products ready for 
validation and commercialisa-
tion. As part of this endeavour, 
33 startup ideas and medical 
technology products and mod-
els were showcased in which 
experts provided guidance for 
further product validation and 
market readiness, marking a 
signifi cant step toward fostering 
a robust healthcare innovation 
ecosystem. Applauding the 
initiative, Bahl remarked that 
this process, bringing together 
healthcare, technology, and en-
trepreneurship will play a key 
role in ‘Viksit Bharat’ move-
ment, encouraging young in-
novators to translate ideas into 
impactful products.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 8: To hon-
our the life and legacy of SAI 
International School visionary 
founder Late Bijaya Kumar 
Sahoo, the school observed 
4th Founder’s Memorial Talk 
titled ‘A Journey of Purpose’, 
here recently.

The event was attended by 
renowned scholar, spiritual 
thinker, and humanitarian 
Guruji Chandra Bhanu Satpa-
thy who delivered an inspiring 
address on leading a life driven 
by compassion, consciousness, 
and purpose.

“A purposeful life is not mea-
sured by achievements alone, 
but by the light one spreads in 
the lives of others. True edu-
cation awakens both intellect 
and compassion,” Satpathy 
remarked and fondly remem-

bered Sahoo as “a visionary 
with a mission to achieve,” re-
calling how his determination 
transformed barren land into 
an institution of excellence.

A highlight of the occasion 
was the unveiling of 

On the occasion, a coffee ta-
ble book, chronicling Sahoo’s 
life and legacy, authored by 

Satpathy, along with SAI In-
ternational Education Group 
chairperson Silpi Sahoo, and 
founder’s offi ce members Vi-
jisha Sahoo and Vishal Aditya 
Sahoo, was unveiled.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
chairperson said, “The Found-
er’s Memorial Talk is a sacred 
moment to realign ourselves 
with the values our beloved 
founder envisioned — to create 
global leaders rooted in empa-
thy and happiness.”

Adding a personal touch, Vi-
jisha and Vishal Aditya shared, 
“Papa always dreamed of mak-
ing education meaningful and 
fi lled with happiness. SAI was 
not just his work; it was his 
purpose.” The annual memori-
al series inspires SAIoneers to 
carry forward the founder’s vi-
sion of purposeful, value-based 
education.

First Int’l Osteopathy 
meet at Sri Sri varsity
Cuttack: “There was a time when 
people barely knew what Osteopathy 
meant, often confusing it with Ortho-
paedics or Osteoporosis. Even parents 
doubted its career prospects. But times 
have changed—Osteopathy now enjoys 
global recognition for its remarkable 
contribution to holistic health,” said 
Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, humani-
tarian spiritual leader and Lifetime 
President of Sri Sri University, while 
inaugurating the three-day Interna-
tional Osteopathy Convention (IOC) at 
Sri Sri University, Cuttack Friday. The 
convention marked a new chapter in 
Osteopathy education and research 
in India, bringing together leading 
osteopaths and healthcare profession-
als from around the world on a single 
platform. Around 100 alumni of Sri Sri 
University who graduated in Osteopa-
thy also participated in the convention. 
Distinguished speakers from the United 
Kingdom, France, Switzerland, Canada, 
Italy, Spain, and Lithuania are part 
of the three-day scientifi c gathering 
who will deliver intensive sessions on 
diverse aspects of Osteopathy. The 
international speakers were welcomed 
and felicitated by University President 
Rajita Kulkarni, Vice-Chancellor Tej 
Partap, Dean of the Faculty of Health 
& Wellness and sister of Gurudev, 
Bhanumathi Narasimhan, and Organis-
ing Committee Chairperson Tirthankar 
Ghosh. Director (Operations) Swami 
Satyachaitanya and Executive Reg-
istrar Anil Kumar Sharma were also 
present on the occasion.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Seattle, Nov 8: On the auspi-
cious occasion of Kartik Purni-
ma, the Odia diaspora in Seattle, 
USA, came together to celebrate 
the traditional Boita Bandana 
festival with great joy and en-
thusiasm, remembering Odis-
ha’s glorious maritime past.

Indian expatriates living in 
Bothell city gathered on the 
premises of a nearby Jagannath 
Temple to mark the festival in a 
vibrant manner. Their celebra-
tion symbolised unity, devotion, 
and preservation of Indian 
traditions even while staying 
abroad. Odia families, along 
with other Indian residents, 
fl oated beautifully decorated 
miniature boats (boitas) and 
observed the ritual while chant-
ing “Aa Ka Ma Bai.” The event 
also featured dance, music, and 
various cultural performances.

The programme was organ-
ised under the guidance of 
Odia expatriates Santosh Dash, 
Biswa Behera, Alok Mohapatra, 
Bikash Behera, Biswajit Jena, 
Prasanajit, Amulya Das, Bibhu, 
and Prabin and their families.

IIM-Sambalpur, Sri Sri varsity 
ink pact to boost research

ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT, VIKSIT BHARAT

City AIIMS pushes for medical innovation

SAI Int’l hosts 4th founder’s memorial talk
Bhubaneswar: A man was arrested in 
the City for allegedly cheating another 
person of `55 lakh in a land deal. The 
accused has been identifi ed as 38-year-
old Rakesh Ranjan Beura, a resident 
of Bhubaneswar. According to police 
reports, Rakesh introduced himself as a 
land broker and lured the complainant 
into purchasing about 23.65 acres of 
land in the Daruthenga and Jhujugada 
areas on the outskirts of Bhubaneswar. 
Trusting his assurances, the complainant 
entered into an agreement on October 
11, 2025, and paid `55 lakh to Rakesh 
for facilitating the deal. However, even 
after a considerable time, Rakesh failed 
to hand over the land documents or 
deliver possession of the property. The 
complainant later discovered that he was 
negotiating the sale of the same parcel of 
land with another developer. Following 
the complaint, police launched an inves-
tigation, arrested Rakesh, and forwarded 
him to court. Further investigation 
revealed that he had been involved 
in similar fraudulent activities earlier, 
with a previous case already registered 
against him at Badagada Police Station. 
Laxmisagar Police has booked him under 
Sections 319(2), 318(4), 336(3), and 340(1) 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
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Bhubaneswar, Nov 8: The 
Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh is 
being celebrated across the 
country from November 1 to 15 
to honour the rich tribal her-
itage, culture, and invaluable 
contributions of tribal commu-
nities to nation-building.

In line with the nationwide 
celebration, the Odisha State 
Tribal Museum, under the 
aegis of the department of 
Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled 
Castes Development, Minori-
ties and Backward Classes 
Welfare and the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
Research and Training Insti-
tute (SCSTRTI), is observing 
the 150th birth anniversary of 
Birsa Munda with a series of 
special programmes and exhi-
bitions.

On this occasion, a dedicat-
ed Birsa Munda Pavilion has 
been set up at the museum. 
The celebration also features 
a painting exhibition depict-

ing the life and struggles of 
Birsa Munda, a photo exhibi-
tion showcasing the life and 
culture of various tribal com-
munities of Odisha, and live 
demonstrations of traditional 
textile weaving by members of 
the Kulis tribe.

Additionally, Juang tribal 
artists are exhibiting their 
traditional paintings. As part 
of the outreach activities, spe-
cial guided tours of the Odis-
ha State Tribal Museum have 
been arranged for school and 
college students.

Odia diaspora in Seattle 
celebrate Boita Bandana

JANJATIYA GAURAV VARSH 
AT STATE TRIBAL MUSEUM

Man held in City for 
`55 lakh land fraud

MELODIC EVENING: Flautist Pradipta Sekhar Mohapatra and his troupe, accompanied by Tabla player Biswaranjan Nanda perform during 67th Akashvani 
Sangeet Sammelan 2025, presented by Prasar Bharati and Ministry of Culture at the GKCM Odissi Research Centre in Bhubaneswar, Saturday PIC: BIKASH NAYAK
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New Delhi, Nov 8: The En-
forcement Directorate (ED) 
has seized unaccounted cash 
totalling `84.20 lakh and a 
luxury car during searches at 
four premises in Odisha’s Ber-
hampur in connection with a 
`69-crore chit fund scam, an 
offi cial said Saturday.

The ED, Bhubaneswar 
conducted search operation 
Thursday at four premises 
under the provisions of Pre-
vention of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA), 2002 as part of an 
ongoing money laundering in-
vestigation against the Green 
India Infra Projects Limited 
and its related entities.

The ED case is related to an 
FIR (RC.11/S/2014) registered 
June 4, 2014 against the Green 
India Infra Projects Limited 
and its promoters in connec-
tion with multi crore rupees 
chit fund scam.

It was alleged that various 
group companies had collect-
ed the money from hundreds 
of gullible investors and ulti-

mately cheated them.
The said amounts were col-

lected under the guise of huge 
returns or to provide fl ats in 
‘Green Paradise Project’. How-
ever, the company neither re-
turned the invested amount, 
nor gave any fl ats to the in-
vestors.

On being asked to refund 
the money paid to the alleged 
company by the investors, the 
MD of the company refused 
to refund the amount paid by 
them as advance and threat-
ened them. Thus, the deposi-
tors have been cheated by the 
said company to the tune of `69 
crore, the ED said.

During investigation, it was 
found that the accused persons 
had laundered the proceeds of 
crime and invested the same in 
the various immovable proper-
ties and other assets, the state-
ment said.

Sharing details of the action 
taken Thursday, the ED said 
that during search operations, 
unaccounted cash of `84.20 
lakh was found and seized.

“Further, one Mercedes car 
and some documentary evi-
dence/digital devices were also 
seized. Various incriminating 
documents including property 
papers found during the search 
were seized,” it said.

Berhampur: The family of slain lawyer 
and BJP leader Pitabas Panda has 
alleged receiving death threats and 
pressure to withdraw the murder case.  
Panda’s wife, Susmita Panda, made 
the revelation during a presser at her 
residence Saturday. She alleged that 
a few days back, the accused persons’ 
associates had made threatening 
phone calls twice to Panda’s son and 
brother, hurling abuses and warning 
them to withdraw the case. “They 
threatened to kill me and my son if 
we don’t withdraw the case,” Susmita 
said, adding that the family is living 
in fear. She said the matter has been 
reported to senior police offi cials and 
a written complaint has been fi led at 
Baidyanathpur police station. Susmita 
added that after her husband’s death, 
their family friend Bikram Panda had 
visited them, promising protection. 
“But later, police arrested him for his 
alleged involvement in my husband’s 
murder, which shocked us deeply,” 
she said. Expressing concern for her 
family’s safety, Susmita urged the 
court not to grant bail to any of the 
accused. Pitabas’s elder brother, 
Prakash Panda, and younger brother, 
Purnachandra Panda, were also 
present at the press conference. 
Police have registered a case based 
on their complaint, said Berhampur 
SDPO Priyasranjan Chhotray, adding 
that security has been provided to the 
family. Notably, lawyer Pitabas Panda 
was shot dead October 6.

Pitabas murder: Kin 
alleges death threats

Chit fund: ED seizes `84L, car in Berhampur
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Nuapada, Nov 8: In every elec-
tion, beyond the banners of ma-
jor political parties, there stand 
individuals who contest not for 
ideology or symbols, but for 
conviction. Independent candi-
dates — often dismissed as long 
shots — quietly play an infl uen-
tial role in shaping democratic 
outcomes across India.

In constituencies like Nua-
pada, their presence is nothing 
new. Late Rajendra Dholakia, a 
towering fi gure in the region’s 
political landscape, began his 
journey as an independent 
candidate and went on to win 
his fi rst election in 2004 with-
out the backing of any party. 
His victory was a testament to 
personal credibil-
ity and grassroots 
connection — proof 
that genuine public 
trust can outweigh 
party machinery. 
After joining BJD, he 
won thrice from the 
constituency, leav-
ing behind a legacy 
of accessibility and 
public service that 
still resonates in the 
district.

This time, as Nu-
apada votes in a 
crucial byelection 
November 11, the 
poll paper tells its 
own story — 14 can-
didates, including 
eight independents, 
are in the fray.  
Their participation 
underscores growing public 
disillusionment with tradition-
al party politics and a desire for 
more grounded, people-centric 
leadership. Among them is 
Hemant Tandi, an advocate who 
decided to contest after decades 
of observing political stagnation. 
“For the last 35 years, I have 
seen people and their parties 
come and go without doing any-
thing. Farmers don’t get help, 
water scarcity continues, and 
joblessness remains. That mo-
tivated me to fi ght this election 
for my right and for the people’s 
right,” Tandi said. He added 
sharply, “If you stay in power 
for long, you become corrupt — 
and that’s what has happened. 
BJP, BJD, and Congress are all 
the same — giving promises but 

doing nothing.” While many 
independents are contesting to 
bring change, some have taken 
a different path. 

Bhakta Bandhu Dharua, a 
noted tribal leader known for his 
work with kendu leaf workers, 
recently announced his moral 
support for BJP candidate Jay 
Dholakia. Dharua made the dec-
laration in the presence of BJP 
Odisha in-charge Vijaypal Singh 
Tomar and senior leader Lata 
Usendi, expressing his belief 
that his community’s interests 
align with Dholakia’s agenda.

However, not all independents 
agree with such alignments. 
Ashraya Mahananda, another 
independent candidate in the 
fray, voiced his disappointment.

“This doesn’t help our cause. 
People like us are 
fi ghting honestly 
to raise real issues, 
but when some in-
dependents start 
aligning with par-
ties, it creates a 
bad image for gen-
uine candidates,” 
he said.

Mahananda 
believes that de-
velopment has 
largely benefi ted 
politicians, not the 
public. “Develop-
ment is happening 
for the benefi t of 
politicians, not for 
people. But there 
are still good peo-
ple in society, and 
with that hope, 
I’m fi ghting this 

battle,” he added. Confi dent in 
his independence, Mahananda 
said, “As an educated and inde-
pendent candidate, you can do 
a lot on your own — you don’t 
need a party to serve the people.” 
Earlier, Mahananda had also 
contested from Birmaharajpur 
and Rairakhol. Political analyst 
Naba Kishore Pujari said such 
independent voices, even when 
they don’t secure victory, can 
shape narratives and infl uence 
vote margins, forcing major 
parties to address local con-
cerns like irrigation, jobs, and 
healthcare. Beyond numbers, 
their presence embodies the 
spirit of representation — a re-
minder that democracy belongs 
not to political parties, but to the 
people themselves.

f
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Nuapada, Nov 8: The upcom-
ing Nuapada byelection, neces-
sitated by the untimely demise 
of MLA and Biju Janata Dal 
(BJD) leader Rajendra Dhola-
kia, has shaped up as a high-
stakes political test for the 
three major parties in Odisha.

For the ruling Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP), it marks the 
fi rst electoral test since assum-
ing power last year, gauging 
public response to its gover-
nance. On the other hand, the 
BJD, now in Opposition, faces 
a prestige fi ght to prove its 
organisational strength after 
losing offi ce. The Congress, 
meanwhile, sees the contest as 
a chance to revive its footprint 
in the coastal state.

While the BJP has fi elded Ra-
jendra’s son Jay as its Nuapada 
candidate, the BJD has picked 
Snehangini Chhuria, a former 
legislator, for the contest. The 
Congress, on the other hand, 
has chosen Ghasiram Majhi, a 
tribal rights activist and long-
time political fi gure in the re-
gion, for the high-stakes battle.

The outcome of the Novem-
ber 11 byelection is expected to 
set the tone for future political 
battles in Odisha.

For Jay, the bypoll is much 
more than an electoral debut 
— it’s a mission to carry for-
ward his father’s legacy. “My 
father worked tirelessly for 
the people of Nuapada. I have 
seen his commitment and ser-
vice closely, and I will strive 
to carry forward his unfi nished 
work,” he said.

Jay joined the BJP a few 
days before the bypoll candi-
date announcement, citing 
neglect by BJD.

“After all that my father did 
for BJD and the district, when 
he was bedridden and fi ghting 

for his life, the party supremo 
did nothing — just a single 
phone call after his demise,” 
Jay said, taking a direct dig at 
the BJD leadership.

Jay’s campaign has received 
strong backing from BJP 
heavyweights, including CM 
Mohan Charan Majhi, who vis-
ited Nuapada multiple times, 
and Chhattisgarh CM Vishnu 
Deo Sai.

Chhuria, who had repre-
sented Attabira earlier, is 
now banking on Naveen Pat-
naik’s enduring popularity. 
The BJD supremo himself has 
campaigned multiple times in 
Nuapada, drawing massive 
crowds – a refl ection of his 
personal connect in the region.

The BJP has, on multiple 
occasions, dubbed the BJD’s 
candidate as an ‘outsider’. 

Countering criticism of 
being an ‘outsider’, Chhuria 
retorted, “This is my uncle’s 
home. How can I be an outsider 
here?” She credited Naveen’s 
leadership for Nuapada’s 
development, citing welfare 
schemes such as Biju Swasthya 
Kalyan Yojana and Anwesha, 
which have benefi tted rural 
and tribal populations.

“Under our government, 
Maoist threats have been elim-
inated, and peace returned to 
Nuapada,” she added.

Chhuria also accused the 
BJP-led government in the 
Centre of neglecting farmers, 
alleging urea shortages and 
halted scholarships. “Farm-
ers and students are suffering 
under BJP’s rule,” she claimed.

On the other end of the tri-
angle stands Ghasiram Majhi, 
a 62-year-old tribal leader with 
over four decades of grassroots 
activism. Majhi has contested 
for the Nuapada seat multiple 
times — three times for Con-
gress and once as an indepen-

dent candidate in 2024, when 
he secured over 50,000 votes 
and fi nished second.

“I am more confi dent than 
ever this time,” Majhi told 
Orissa POST. “I am more lo-
cal than both other candidates 
and have the backing of tribals, 
OBCs, and minorities,” he said.

State Congress leaders, in-
cluding Bhakta Charan Das 
and Suresh Routray, and 
several MLAs from Chhat-
tisgarh have campaigned for 
Majhi. AICC General Secre-
tary Sachin Pilot will cam-
paign for the party’s Nuapada 
candidate Sunday.

While the bypoll carries 
state-wide implications, local 
concerns remain central to 
voter sentiment. Migration 
and unemployment contin-
ue to haunt Nuapada’s rural 
belts, with thousands of fami-
lies moving seasonally to oth-
er states in search of work. All 
major parties have promised 
job creation and better imple-
mentation of MGNREGA.

Infrastructure and devel-
opment gaps are also in fo-
cus. The government has an-
nounced projects worth over 

Rs 1,100 crore. However, Oppo-
sition parties have dubbed it as 
‘poll-timed promises’. Villagers 
cite erratic electricity and poor 
healthcare infrastructure as 
everyday challenges.

Agriculture and irrigation 
are pressing concerns. Errat-
ic rainfall, limited canal cov-
erage, and dependence on bore-
wells have made farming un-
certain. Farmers seek assured 
irrigation and better market 
access for their produce. 

Political analyst Naba 
Kishore Pujari describes the 
byelection as a high-stakes tri-
angular contest and Odisha’s 
fi rst major electoral test since 
BJP’s 2024 Assembly victory.

“With 14 candidates in 
the fray, three frontrunners 
emerge – BJP’s Jay Dholakia, 
BJD’s Snehangini Chhuria, 
and Congress’s Ghasiram 
Majhi. While campaigning 
has been intense, marked by 
roadshows and personal ac-
cusations, substantive issues 
like irrigation, healthcare, and 
migration have largely taken a 
backseat,” Pujari noted.

On the candidates, he said, 
“Jay combines youth with 
sympathy votes after his fa-
ther’s demise, but his lack of 
political experience could be a 
liability. Chhuria brings expe-
rience and the emotional con-
nect of the BJD supremo, yet 
her outsider tag could limit ap-
peal. Majhi is a grassroots trib-
al leader with a clean image, 
but Congress’ weak structure 
makes him a long shot.”

Asked who has the upper 
hand, Pujari observed, “BJP 
holds an edge in certain blocks 
and may secure sympathy 
votes. But BJD’s massive ral-
lies and loyal party workers 
make it a close contest. Con-
gress may infl uence tribal 
votes, creating the possibility 

of a multi-cornered upset. Ul-
timately, voter turnout — ex-
pected at 70–75 per cent —and 
last-minute migrant returns 
will decide. Women, farmers, 
and tribal voters will be the 
key swing factors.”

Nuapada, located in Odisha’s 
western frontier adjoining Ch-
hattisgarh, was once part of the 
Maoist-affected ‘Red Corridor’. 
In the early 2000s and 2010s, 
several parts of the district 
witnessed Maoist activity that 
disrupted road construction, 
forest development, and elec-
tioneering.

Over the years, increased 
policing, local cooperation, and 
state welfare outreach helped 
neutralise the threat. Today, 
Nuapada is largely peaceful, 
but the legacy of those years 
still shapes local conscious-
ness, with voters valuing sta-
bility and development. Both 
BJD and BJP have sought to 
take credit for the restoration 
of peace, while Congress 
points to the need for inclusive 
growth.

Nuapada’s social fabric adds 
another layer of complexity to 
the contest. Situated along the 
Odisha–Chhattisgarh border, 
the constituency has a signif-
icant Hindi-speaking popula-
tion, many of whom migrated 
from neighbouring Chhattis-
garh and Madhya Pradesh. 
Their voting preferences often 
sway between parties, mak-
ing them an infl uential bloc 
in a constituency with over 
2.5 lakh voters.

Alongside the 40 per cent 
tribal electorate, OBC commu-
nities—particularly Yadavs—
and Hindi-speaking traders 
and farmers hold the key to 
victory. Issues like irrigation, 
forest rights, farmer distress, 
and employment dominate 
voter concerns. 

Nuapada: High-stakes battle for BJP, BJD & Cong

INDEPENDENT VOICES CAN
SHAPE NARRATIVES: EXPERT

Hemant Tandi

Ashraya Mahananda

With 14 candidates 
in the fray, three 

frontrunners 
emerge – BJP’s Jay 

Dholakia, BJD’s Snehangini 
Chhuria, and Congress’s 
Ghasiram Majhi. While 
campaigning has been 

intense, marked by 
roadshows and personal 
accusations, substantive 

issues like irrigation, 
healthcare, and 

migration have largely 
taken a backseat
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Bhubaneswar, Nov 8: Oppo-
sition BJD Saturday moved 
the Chief Electoral Offi cer 
(CEO) alleging that Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi’s helicopter fl ew over an 
ecologically-sensitive wildlife 
sanctuary and a stage has been 
set up blocking a public road 
for his Nuapada bypoll cam-
paign, while the ruling BJP 
also lodged a complaint with 
the poll offi cer accusing the 
regional party of using Artifi -
cial Intelligence (AI) to mislead 
people ahead of the November 
11 byelection.

“It has come to our notice 
that the helicopter transport-
ing Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi fl ew over the 
Sunabeda Wildlife Sanctuary. 
This fl ight was undertaken in 
order to facilitate Majhi’s visit 
to the Maa Sunadei Temple as 

part of his electoral activities 
in the sanctuary’s vicinity,” 
the BJD claimed in its petition 
before the CEO.

Overfl ying a designated wild-
life sanctuary is strictly prohib-
ited under prevailing aviation 
and environmental protection 
norms, as it poses signifi cant 
risk and undue disturbance to 
the sanctuary’s fragile ecosys-
tem and its wildlife, the party 
claimed. “A massive stage has 
been constructed on the Raipur 
National Highway, leading to a 
complete road blockade since 
Friday night. This has caused 
signifi cant disruption to traf-
fi c and severe inconvenience to 
the public,” BJD spokesperson 
Lenin Mohanty said after a del-
egation met the CEO.

Such actions violate the 
model code of conduct, said 
Mohanty.

The BJD alleged that the 
stage obstructed nearly 90 per 

cent of the road, leading to 
severe traffi c congestion, dis-
rupting the daily commute for 
residents, students, employees, 
and small business owners, as 
well as hindering goods trans-
portation.

Even ambulances are unable 
to pass, the BJD claimed in its 
petition.  The Opposition party 

also alleged that the BJP has 
mobilised approximately 200 
and 150 buses from Bargarh 
and Kalahandi districts, re-
spectively, to transport sup-
porters to the CM’s event.

The BJD also drew the atten-
tion of the ECI into BJP candi-
date Jay Dholakia’s spending, 
which allegedly exceeded the 
ceiling.

Neither the District Collec-
tor-cum-District Election Offi -
cer, nor the SP was available 
for comments on the accusa-
tions made by the BJD.

A BJP delegation, on the 
other hand, lodged a complaint 
with the CEO accusing the BJD 
of using AI to mislead people 
ahead of the Nuapada byelec-
tion. The ruling party alleged 
that photographs of BJP state 
president Manmohan Samal 
and MLA Himanshu Sahu were 
digitally altered using AI tech-
nology and circulated on social 

media to mislead voters.
After submitting the petition 

to the CEO, BJP spokesperson 
Satyabrata Panda said that 
apprehending defeat in the 
November 11 bypoll, the BJD 
has resorted to unethical and 
deceptive tactics.

“While BJD president 
Naveen Patnaik is teaching 
decency to 4.50 crore Odias, 
he himself remains silent when 
such misleading AI videos are 
being created by his party and 
circulated on social media,” 
Panda claimed.

The party requested the 
Election Commission to take 
strong and immediate steps, 
he said.

Responding to the charge, 
BJD spokesperson Lenin Mo-
hanty said, “Let there be an 
impartial inquiry into it. They 
(BJP) run a factory of making 
fake videos. There is no point 
to blame BJD.”

BJD, BJP move CEO against each other
CM’s chopper 

fl ew over 
ecologically 

sensitive wildlife 
sanctuary, says 
BJD; Oppn party 
misusing AI in 

bypoll campaign: 
BJP

BYPOLL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Tihidi, Nov 8: In yet an-
other incident of police 
brutality, a minor boy 
from Narendrapur vil-
lage under Pirahat police 
limits in Bhadrak district 
was beaten up by men in 
khaki at the police station, 
his parents alleged Friday.

The matter came to the 
fore after the boy’s father, 
Sarat Majhi, lodged a com-
plaint with the Odisha 
Human Rights Commis-
sion (OHRC), demanding 
justice and disciplinary 
action against the accused 
offi cers Friday. Police offi -
cials not only beat up his 

son but also asked him to 
open his pant and shirt.

In the complaint, Sarat 
alleged that the incident 
stemmed from a mobile 
phone theft case regis-
tered October 27, in which 
a local woman had named 
his 14-year-old son, Deep-
tikant, as a suspect. The 
following day, Sarat fi led 
a counter-complaint.

However, police report-
edly called Sarat over 
phone and asked him ar-
rive with his son at the po-
lice station for questioning 
by 8 pm, November 2. IIC 
Rojalin Behera questioned 
both parties regarding the 
stolen phone. When the 

boy denied involvement, 
a sub-inspector allegedly 
dragged him outside and 
brutally assaulted him. 
Another staffer reported-
ly hit the boy on the chest 
with a pipe and verbally 
abused him. The family 
claimed the boy was also 
threatened to remove his 
shirt and pants during the 
assault for which he had to 
unbutton his shirt. Howev-
er, IIC Behera denied the 
allegations, stating that 
the minor boy and his fa-
ther were only called for 
questioning regarding 
the theft case and that 
the claim of police assault 
was “baseless.”

Boy brutally assaulted by Bhadrak police



T he fi rst amendment of the United States constitution reads as 
follows:

‘Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the free-
dom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances’.

The language seems slightly archaic because it was written in 1789, 
but is clear enough for us to understand that freedom of speech cannot 
be curtailed. It can however be restricted, for example when related 
to threats of violence or pornography.

In 2010, the US Supreme Court eliminated restrictions on the fund-
ing of elections, interpreting this as a First Amendment free speech 
right. Corporations and wealthy individuals were free to infl uence 
elections, by creating political action committees that spend money 
on advertising. This was the outcome of the famous Citizens United 
case, which fatally damaged US democracy because both their major 
political parties are now permanently infl uenced by corporate inter-
ests. If the reason you won your seat is your donors, then it is likely 
that your actions in offi ce will also be infl uenced by them. This seems 
to have become inescapable in US politics. However, there is another 
way of doing politics, and though its formula 
is simple, its execution is very hard.

To attempt something that carries a high 
failure rate takes a certain sort of determina-
tion and outlook. To succeed in it is truly re-
markable. An example of this comes to us from 
the recent New York election for mayor. There 
were two different approaches to contesting 
from the two major candidates. The fi rst ap-
proach is the one preferred by both major 
political parties and their candidates, which 
is to win by raising more money than the op-
ponent. This money is then deployed chiefl y 
on messaging: advertising on television and 
mailers to overwhelm the voter with positive 
impressions about the candidate paying for 
the ad and negative ones about the opponent.

The more ads one can put out the greater 
the chance of success. A report from 2018 head-
lined ‘How money affects elections’ found that 
more than 90% of the time, the candidate who 
raised and spent more than their rival won 
their race for a seat in Congress (their version 
of the Lok Sabha).

One major candidate in New York, Andrew 
Cuomo, took this approach and raised more 
than fi ve times the money his opponent had. 
He lost. Why?

The second approach, the reason this piece 
is being written, is to convince voters not 
through advertising but through personal 
conversations. This is effective but does not 
seem to be scalable. It seems especially absurd 
to attempt in a general election where the vot-
ers number in the millions. The scale has to 
be staggering and the number of people re-
quired to do this would surely cost more than 
advertising. And it would be diffi cult for these 
people to open conversations with strangers, 
because many at home would either not an-
swer the door or ask the person to leave, or 
not stop on the street when hailed.

Even if they chose to speak then it would 
not be easy to convince them to vote for the 
candidate. After all this, the success rate is likely worse than 1 in 10. 
Meaning that for every person that is convinced into voting for the 
candidate, another 10 slam the door or say they will support the other 
side or just walk on.

How would one keep these workers motivated enough to keep at-
tempting this and not just stay at home or in a cafe and pretend that 
they had been knocking on doors or stopping strangers on the street? 
These are the reasons this approach is not preferred and why candi-
dates choose to just raise more money.

It can only succeed under certain conditions: First, that the message 
is compelling to a large number of potential voters. Second, that the 
workers are highly motivated and not put off by the high rate of fail-
ure. The motivation of the workers here is not money but the cause. 
It is similar to propagation and proselytising. Third, that there is 
some mechanism that monitors the engagement and sees it through 
to voting day. Meaning to repeatedly stay in touch with people once 
contact is made.

This was the approach used by Zohran Mamdani, the Indian-origin 
socialist who won and will be New York’s mayor. Those who say he 
is inexperienced and knows little about leadership do not understand 
that to motivate people to throw themselves into something that has 
a high rate of failure, and then succeed at it, is the highest expression 
of leadership. An army of over 1 lakh volunteers trained and led by 
700 senior volunteers worked for Zohran. These were mostly young 
people but also many middle aged and old who gave hours, for many 
months, doing physical work for their cause.

More than $40 million was spent by corporates backing Andrew 
Cuomo to paint Zohran as a terrorist. They lost to the volunteers who 
were paid nothing.

This win will be studied for a long time because it reduces to bare 
essence the two approaches to winning elections and shows the limits 
of billionaire power.

As activists in America say: They have money, we have people.

P M Modi’s inexplicable 
absence from the ASE-
AN and EAS Summits 

in Malaysia (Oct 26-29), partic-
ularly in view of the rapidly 
evolving global relations in 
a multipolar world, has been 
viewed as a matter of concern 
among foreign policy analysts 
as a step-back of India’s per-
sonalized and upfront diplo-
macy. While some commenta-
tors have normalized the PM’s 
absence as his preoccupation 
with domestic commitments, 
others have belied such as-
sumptions in view of his 
several visits to countries in 
Asia, Europe and South Amer-
ica during the year. With both 
US and Chinese Presidents 
making marquee appearances 
which they did sidelining In-
dia’s role in the Global South 
(and by extension its Act East 
policy), India was left out of 
reckoning when its role as 
an alternative to China’s pri-
macy in the region was much 
sought.

It’s ironic that while an 
elaborate Maritime Security 
Week was organized by the 
defence forces in Mumbai in 
the context of GOI’s declara-
tion of 2026 as the Year of In-
dia-ASEAN Maritime Cooper-
ation, the PM’s absence from 
the most consequential event 
was lost sight of. Instead, 
Modi in his virtual address 
to the 22nd India-ASEAN 
Summit reaffi rmed support 
for ASEAN centrality and In-
do-Pacifi c cooperation.  Even 
though India had announced 
the Quadrilateral summit to 
take place this year in India, 
the matter was not raised at 
all though all the Quad lead-
ers were there. 

The US-ASEAN summit 
saw several ASEAN States 
get Trump-imposed tariffs re-
duced while there was prom-
ise from the ASEAN side for 
export of rare earth minerals 
and elements besides market 
access to agriculture, tech-
nology and pharmaceuticals. 

It may be noted that while 
Malaysia supplies 13% of the 
global demand for critical 
minerals, China possesses 
69%. China used its advan-
tage in this area in agreeing 
to a one-year freeze on its 
ban imposed a month ago on 
such exports to the US in lieu 
of Trump softening its tar-
iffs on China to 47%, lower 
than India and Brazil, while 
committing to bring down its 
Fentanyl exports to the US 
and giving market access to 
US soyabeans. 

In the US-China Summit in 
Busan, South Korea, Trump 
gloated about a historic win 
in his tariff war with China 
while the latter took asober-
ing posture in standing fi rm 
in its strategy to hedge Amer-
ica. This was construed as yet 
another comedown for Trump 
(after the Alaska fi asco) in 
which the US was seen as the 
weaker side in handling the 
other two global powers on 
Ukraine and tariffs. In con-
trast, the Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Partner-
ship (RCEP), the largest free 
trade agreement of the world 
signed in Nov 2020, held its 
fi rst Summit where China’s 
primacy in the ASEAN bloc 

was reaffi rmed. India had 
stepped back from signing 
the RCEP due to domestic 
considerations at that time 
which was perceived as a se-
rious setback to India’s efforts 
towards regional connectivity 
and multilateralism. It may be 
noted that China is ASEAN’s 
largest trading partner with 
bilateral tradeworth $ 771 
billion in 2024 while India’s 
bilateral trade with the group 
stands at $ 106.9 billion for the 
same period (as the 6th largest 
trading partner).

Tired of Trump’s regular 
boasts of having been instru-
mental in stopping the In-
dia-Pakistan confl ict in May 
this year and his continuous 
sermonizing to India to stop 
buying oil fromRussia, Modi 
may have decided to avoid 
meeting the mercurial US 
President. Besides, unsure of 
positioning itself in the Great 
Power matrix and with Putin 
visiting India later this year 
for a bilateral summit, it may 
not have gone down well with 
the PM’s image to be again 
seen shortchanged by Trump. 

As per reports India has 
reduced imports of Russian 
oil and in this the recent as-
sertion of Trump would have 

amounted to further pressure 
on India even at the cost of 
the latter’s national interests 
and geo-strategic options. The 
game of leveraging its strate-
gic autonomy for hard bar-
gaining with Washington has 
brought India to a crossroads. 
Delhi’s approach of pleasing 
all sides and shifting partner-
ships to gain specifi c leverage 
and locational advantages 
may have gone this far and 
no farther. At the end of the 
day India’s further alienation 
in the Global South needs to 
be critically assessed and its 
claim for leadership closely 
viewed notwithstanding the 
attendant threats that belittle 
such claims. 

India’s civilizational links 
with South East Asia have 
been forged in history, cul-
ture and trade alliances, and 
that requires careful nurtur-
ing. The centrality of AEAN 
forIndia has to be thus eval-
uated in the crucible of those 
long-standing linkages and 
be broadly refl ective of In-
dia’s global standing. Forg-
ing partnerships in the re-
gion and beyond is of critical 
importance with or without 
the claim of asserting superi-
ority which has to be silently 
nurtured and worked through 
with abiding values. As late 
PM Dr Manmohan Singh in 
an essay written for the “Ra-
ethinking India” series titled 
India’s tryst with the World 
prescientlystates, “We should 
be conscious of the fact that 
as partnerships gain in im-
portance, India may have to 
accept greater constraint on 
the exercise of its strategic 
autonomy. I would therefore 
hope that our focus remains 
on building up our own capa-
bilities for which accelerated 
growth is indispensable”.

The author is a retired 
diplomat and foreign 

policy analyst. 
Views expressed are 

personal.
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SPECTRUM

Education and awareness key

Back to basics

Sir, Apropos, “Experts warn of rising obesity, heart attacks 
among youth,” Orissa POST, November 7. An alarming health 
crisis is unfolding as more young people fall prey to heart at-
tacks — once considered a disease of the middle-aged. Rising 
obesity, driven by sedentary lifestyles, high stress, and the 
growing dependence on processed and fast foods, lies at the 
core of this epidemic. The convenience of digital work, long 
screen hours, and declining physical activity have created a 
generation that is overfed but undernourished. Medical experts 
warn that India’s urban youth are ageing biologically faster 
than ever, with heart health deteriorating in their 20s and 30s. 
The solution may lie in returning to the principles of the world’s 
Blue Zones — regions known for exceptional longevity and low 
rates of lifestyle diseases. These communities thrive on plant-
rich diets, natural movement, social bonding, and low stress. 
Emulating their habits — walking more, eating home-cooked 
whole foods, and prioritising sleep and relationships — can 
reverse the ticking time bomb of lifestyle-related heart disease. 
 N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

The path is long, but 
self-surrender makes it 
short; the way is diffi cult, but 
perfect trust makes it easy. 
 THE MOTHER

ALIENATION OF INDIA
DIPLOMACY

E lections are a continu-
ing phase in Indian 
politics and are held 

as a process of legitimization 
of the political power to be ac-
quired.  In this scenario, for 
safeguarding the core values 
of  a free and fair election, it 
is important to have a just and 
unbiased electoral process to 
ensure greater citizen partic-
ipation. 

However, there are cer-
tain challenges and issues 
that the electoral system has 
faced over the years. Trust 
and confi dence of the citi-
zens in the electoral system 
cannot be gained without ad-
dressing these issues (Elec-
tion Commission of India, 
2016). A discernible decline 
in the standards began and 
the distortion in its working 
appeared for the fi rst time in 
the fi fth General Elections in 
1971 which multiplied several 
times in subsequent elections.

Analysts have found that 
the election process in our 
country is the root cause of 
political corruption. The issue 
of election reforms has been 
taken up by Parliament, the 
government, the judiciary, 

the media and the Election 
Commission on numerous 
occasions but very little has 
been done. It needs to be cor-
rected at the societal level 
itself through education and 
awareness. 

Meanwhile, this month 
elections are being held in 
Bihar, and next year will wit-
ness elections in West Bengal, 
Assam, Kerala and Tamil Na-
du along with Pondicherry. 

Though elections theoret-
ically may be a part of the 
democratic process, it is on-
ly money power and muscle 
power that wins elections. 
This is very much true in the 
case of Bihar and West Bengal 
and some other states, mostly 
in the north.

Bihar Assembly poll, which 
is now very much in the news, 
it can safely be said that the 
backwardness of the state will 
not improve whosoever comes 
to power. 

The political scenario in the 
country is largely dominated 
by upper castes and, as such, 
there is very little concern for 
the poor and the ECS, both at 
the Centre and in the states. 

In Bihar, the RJD exhib-

its an isolation from social 
reality. Yadavs constituting 
14 percent of the population, 
have received 36 percent of 
the tickets. Even among Ya-
davs, it is found that landed 
aristocracy and business 
families have cornered the 
tickets. Data from the Associ-
ation for Democratic Reforms 
(ADR) showed that between 
2005 and 2020, MLAs/MPs of 
RJD had average declared 
assets of Rs 2.14 crores, com-
parable to the JD(U), the BJP 
and the Congress, highlight-
ing the elite entrenchment. 
This happens to be a similar 
picture of political parties 
across the country. 

Compared with Bihar and 
West Bengal, the performance 
of Tamil Nadu and Kerala is 
much better. In fact, Tamil 
Nadu is one of the most de-
veloped states and along with 
Kerala, both are way ahead on 
social infrastructure develop-
ment. 

Another aspect of the elec-
tion scenario that needs to be 
highlighted is that though it 
may be recorded that say 65 to 
70 percent of voters may have 
exercised their franchise, 

more than half are either not 
concerned or are unaware of 
the policies and pledges of 
the political party they have 
voted for. Moreover, very 
few are aware of the pledges 
made last time and how much 
of them have actually been 
implemented. This is due to 
lack of education and aware-
ness. Unless awareness levels 
improve, voters may vote but 
the whole affair may just be 
a farce.  

Finally, it needs to be em-
phasized that the intertwin-
ing of money and muscle 
power in politics is a press-
ing issue that challenges the 
very essence of democracy. 
Addressing these challenges 
requires a collective effort 
from citizens, political par-
ties, and the government. By 
not promoting transparency, 
enforcing accountability, and 
fostering a culture of ethical 
politics is unfortunate and 
goes against the very tenets 
of democratic principles. 
There is a need to ensure that 
the voice of every citizen is 
heard, untainted by undue 
infl uences.
 INFA

Tired of Trump’s regular boasts of having 
been instrumental in stopping the 

India-Pakistan confl ict and his continuous 
sermonizing to India to stop buying oil from 

Russia, Modi may have decided to avoid 
meeting the mercurial US President

THE GAME OF 
LEVERAGING 

ITS STRATEGIC 
AUTONOMY 

FOR HARD 
BARGAINING 

WITH 
WASHINGTON 
HAS BROUGHT 

INDIA TO A 
CROSSROADS

Those who 
say Zohran 
Mamdani is 

inexperienced 
and knows 
little about 

leadership do 
not understand 

that to 
motivate 

people 
to throw 

themselves 
into something 
that has a high 
rate of failure, 

and then 
succeed at it, 
is the highest 
expression of 

leadership

Malay Mishra

Aakar Patel

ANALYSTS HAVE 
FOUND THAT 

THE ELECTION 
PROCESS IN OUR 
COUNTRY IS THE 

ROOT CAUSE 
OF POLITICAL 
CORRUPTION

Dhurjati Mukherjee

WISDOM CORNER
You must be prepared to face life, but you must 
never give up. RK NARAYANAN

It's not the size of the dog in the fi ght, it's the size of the 
fi ght in the dog.  MARK TWAIN

Those who ‘abjure’ violence can do so only because others 
are committing violence on their behalf. GEORGE ORWELL

 

1877: Indian poet and philosopher Sir Mu ammad Iqb l—who was 
known for his infl uential efforts to direct his fellow Muslims toward 
the establishment of a separate Muslim state, an aspiration that was 
eventually realized in the country of Pakistan—was born in Sialkot, India 
(now in Pakistan).

1922: Albert Einstein was named the winner of the 1921 Nobel Prize for 
Physics for his explanation of the photoelectric effect; the Nobel committee 
had delayed awarding the 1921 physics prize until 1922.

Shameful act

Sir, The Miss Universe 2025 pageant in Thailand exposed the harsh 
realities behind the façade of glamour. Contest organiser Nawat 
Itsaragrisil publicly humiliated Miss Mexico, calling her a “dum-
bhead” over a supposed missed promotional shoot. In protest, she, 
Miss Iraq, and several other contestants walked out, shining a 
light on the widespread exploitation and coercion endemic in in-
ternational beauty pageants. The severity of the incident prompted 
Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum to intervene, demanding 
accountability and strict protection for participants, underlining 
that such treatment is unacceptable. Historical reports from oth-
er pageants reveal forced undressing, invasive body checks, and 
harassment behind closed doors, practices that starkly contradict 
claims of empowerment. Global pageant authorities must establish 
independent oversight bodies, enforce transparent contracts, and 
implement robust anti-harassment protocols. Countries like India 
should demand these safeguards or consider withholding partic-
ipation, sending a clear signal that contestants’ dignity, safety, 
and rights cannot be compromised for spectacle or marketing. 

RS Narula, PATIALA
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, Nov 8: Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu, Saturday 
said scientists at Botanical Sur-
vey of India's regional centre 
here discovered two rare Hoya 
species of plants, marking a 
signifi cant milestone in the 
documentation of the state's 
fl oral diversity.

The chief minister informed 
that Hoya chinghungensis has 
been reported for the fi rst time 
in India, while Hoya acuminata 
has been recorded for the fi rst 

time in Arunachal Pradesh.
Sharing the information 

on X (social media platform), 
Khandu said, “Heartiest con-
gratulations to the entire 
team of Botanical Survey of 
India, Arunachal Pradesh 
Regional Centre, Itanagar for 
their remarkable scientific 

contribution.”
The discoveries were made 

during extensive fl oristic ex-
plorations conducted in the 
districts of East Kameng, Pa-
kke Kessang, and Longding, 
he said.

Khandu lauded the scien-
tists for their dedication, stat-

ing that the discovery once 
again highlights the “rich 
and unique biodiversity of 
Arunachal Pradesh”.

“Proud moment for our sci-
entists and researchers. Many 
more such discoveries await in 
our forests!” he said.

The discovery by BSI 
(British Standards Institute) 
researchers underscores 
Arunachal Pradesh's posi-
tion as a global biodiversity 
hotspot, with many of its for-
ested regions remaining bio-
logically unexplored.

The Hoya genus, commonly 
known as wax plants, is prized 
for its beautiful star-shaped 
fl owers and ecological signifi -
cance in forest ecosystems.

Experts believe that these 
fi ndings not only expand In-
dia's fl oristic records but also 
emphasise the importance of 
continued scientifi c explora-
tion and conservation efforts 
in the Eastern Himalayas.

KHANDU PLANT DISCOVERY

Arunachal discovers rare plant species
Experts believe that these 
fi ndings not only expand 
India's fl oristic records 
but also emphasise the 

importance of continued 
scientifi c exploration and 
conservation efforts in the 

Eastern Himalayas.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thrissur, Nov 8: Jasna Salim, 
an artist known for her Lord 
Krishna paintings, has been 
booked again for allegedly vio-
lating the ban on fi lming videos 
on Guruvayoor Sree Krishna 
temple premises, police said, 
Saturday.

Guruvayoor Temple po-
lice, Friday registered a case 
against Salim, and another 
person who handles an Insta-
gram page (social media plat-
form) on charges of allegedly 
fi lming a social media reel 
at the “nadapandal” of the 
shrine recently.

The case was registered 
based on a complaint of the 
temple administrative offi cer, 
police said.

She was booked under 
various sections of the BNS 
(Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita), and 
an investigation is on in this 

regard, police said.
An ardent devotee of Lord 

Krishna, Jasna Salim creat-
ed many paintings of little 
Krishna and gifted a painting 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi during his visit to Thris-
sur recently.

Police said she had violated 
a recent High Court ruling 

that deemed fi lming such vid-
eos within shrine premises 
and sharing them on social 
media platforms is unaccept-
able.

Jasna had courted contro-
versy earlier as well, when 
she cut a cake near the Guru-
vayoor temple premises and 
attempted to fi lm a video of it.

Kerala woman booked 
for fi lming reel in Shrine

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, Nov 8: The fourth 
Khangri glacier expedition, 
a major scientifi c mission 
to study the response of Hi-
malayan glaciers to climate 
change, commenced, Satur-
day in the Mago Chu basin 
under the towering Gorichen 
Mountain in Arunachal 
Pradesh's Tawang district, an 
offi cial said.

The week-long expedition, 
to be continued till Novem-
ber 15, is jointly organised by 
the Centre for Earth Sciences 
& Himalayan Studies (CE-
SHS) and the National Centre 
for Polar & Ocean Research 
(NCPOR), he said.

Led by scientist Dr Parman-
and Sharma, one of India's 
leading glaciologists, the expe-
dition brings together a multi-
disciplinary team of scientists 
and engineers from CESHS, 

NCPOR, Nagaland University, 
and North East Regional Insti-
tute of Science and Technolo-
gy (NERIST), CESHS director 
Tana Tage said. Despite the 
vast glaciated expanse of the 
Arunachal Himalayas, scien-
tists point out that very few 
glaciers in the region have been 
studied in detail, making it one 
of the least explored ‘white 
spots’ of the Indian cryosphere.

While the state is home to 
161 glaciers covering nearly 223 
square kilometres across four 

major basins - Manas, Subansi-
ri, Kameng, and Dibang- none 
has undergone long-term fi eld-
based monitoring to assess 
their mass balance or glacial 
dynamics, the offi cial said.

The expedition's primary ob-
jective is to conduct systematic 
studies on glacier mass balance 
and movement to understand 
their differential responses to 
the changing climate, he said.

Researchers will also ex-
amine the evolution of gla-
cial lakes in the region and 

assess the potential risks of 
Glacial Lake Outburst Floods 
(GLOFs), which pose serious 
threats to downstream com-
munities and infrastructure.

These glaciated basins are 
of critical hydrological im-
portance as they form the 
headwaters of the Brahmapu-
tra river system, a lifeline for 
millions across the northeast-
ern region. Scientists believe 
that insights from this expe-
dition will play a key role in 
understanding the intricate 
linkages between climate, cryo-
sphere, and hydrology in the 
Eastern Himalayas, Tage said.

By shedding light on one of 
the least understood glacial 
systems in the Indian Hima-
layas, the expedition is ex-
pected to make a signifi cant 
contribution to the study of 
climate change impacts and to 
the long-term water security of 
the region, he added.

GLACIER  
EXPEDITION
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Goalpara, Nov 8: A two-day 
eviction drive will be under-
taken from Sunday to clear 
encroachments from over 375 
acres of forest land in Assam's 
Goalpara district, a senior of-
fi cial said.

He said notices have been 
served to 580 households, ask-
ing them to clear out of the 
encroached lands in Dahikata 
reserve forest, with about 70 
per cent of them already leav-

ing the area, he said.
“The eviction drive will be 

undertaken to clear encroach-
ments from 1,140 bighas (376 
acres) of forest land. It will be 
carried out over two days from 
tomorrow,” Goalpara District 
Commissioner (DC) Prodip 
Timung said, Saturday.

“We have divided the area 
into fi ve blocks... and only in 
one block, some people are still 
there. In the other blocks, most 
have left,” Timung said.

“We have allowed the people 

to dismantle and move out with 
their things by today, and most 
have gone,” he added.

The DC said the eviction 
drive is being undertaken as 
per Gauhati High Court's di-
rectives, with three petitions 
regarding the operation being 
earlier heard by the court.

“We are hopeful of a peace-
ful drive. There is suffi cient 
security deployment and there 
has been no resistance so far,” 
Timung added.

The Himanta Biswa Sarma - 
led government has been carry-
ing out eviction drives to clear 
encroached lands.

He had earlier asserted that 
eviction drives will continue 
till all encroached lands were 
cleared, claiming that huge 
tracts are under the posses-
sion of “illegal immigrants 
from Bangladesh and doubtful 
citizens.”

Sarma had said that 29 lakh 
bighas (more than 9.5 lakh 
acres) of land is still under en-
croachment in the state and 1.29 
lakh bighas (over 42,500 acres) 
have been cleared in the last 
four years.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, Nov 8: The Nam-
dapha Butterfl y Festival in 
Arunachal Pradesh, Changlang 
district will be held from No-
vember 26 to 28, an offi cial said.

Namdapha National Park 
& Tiger Reserve (NNP&TR) 
Field Director AK Deka said the 
event, which celebrates the rich 
biodiversity of the region, will 
take place at Khachang village 
in Miao. The three-day festival 
aims to bring together nature 
enthusiasts, researchers, and 
local communities, he said.

The festival is being organised 
by the Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change Department in 
collaboration with several com-
munity groups, including the 
Khachang-Mattungkhim Youth 
Forum, he added.

The Namdapha National 
Park and Tiger Reserve is 
known as one of the world's 
most biodiverse hotspots, and 
is home to over 500 species of 
butterfl ies, making the festival 
a crucial platform for eco-tour-
ism and conservation aware-
ness. It is home to the world's 
most spectacular butterfl ies, 
including Kaiser-i-Hind, the 
Blue Mormon, Peacock Pansy, 
and the rarely seen Zig-zag Flat 
and Yellow Veined Lancer, the 
offi cial said.

Arunachal begins climate study Arunachal to organise 
butterfl y festival soon

Assam to begin eviction drive
to clear land encroachment
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Kottayam, Nov 8: A young 
woman was allegedly forced 
to smoke beedi and drink al-
cohol while being subjected 
to hours-long physical and 
mental torture in the name 
of black magic in Kottayam 
district of Kerala, police said, 
Saturday.

Her partner, and his fami-
ly brought a sorcerer to their 
home last week, allegedly for 
what they called “to evict 
a ghost from the woman's 
body” and subjected her to 
hours-long ordeals, police 
said.

As the mental condition 
of the woman deteriorated, 

her father lodged a com-
plaint, following which the 
police registered a case and 
launched an investigation.

Police said the sorcerer 
Shivadas (54), the woman's 
partner Akhil Das (26) and 
his father Das (54) were ar-
rested in this regard, Friday.

As per the complaint, 
the partner's mother had 
brought the sorcerer and 
made arrangements for the 
black magic, alleging that the 
woman's body was possessed 
by the evil spirits of her de-
ceased relatives.

“The process started by 
11 am on the day and lasted 
till night. I fell unconscious 
at the end,” the woman told 

the media, Saturday.
She alleged that, amidst 

the ritual, she was given al-
cohol, forced to smoke bee-
di, made to consume “sacred 
ash”, and subjected to other 
forms of physical torture, in-
cluding burn injuries.

The sorcerer, the prime 
accused in the case, who had 
gone into hiding after switch-
ing off his phone following 
the incident, was arrested 
from the Muthoor area in 
Thiruvalla, police said.

The partner's mother, a 
co-accused in the case, is 
currently absconding, they 
added. The arrested were 
remanded by a court later, 
police added.

BLACK MAGIC 
THREAT Woman forced to drink alcohol, smoke beedi
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Thiruvananthapuram, Nov 
8: A senior government doctor, 
Saturday strongly criticised the 
circumstances surrounding 
the recent death of a cardiac 
patient, who allegedly did not 
receive proper treatment at the 
state-run Government Medical 
College Hospital here.

Dr Haris Chirakkal, head of 
the Urology Department at the 
hospital, described the death of 
the patient, Venu, a native of 
Kollam, as “unfortunate” and 
“painful.”

Chirakkal, who recently 
drew attention to the shortage 
of surgical equipment and de-
lays in procedures at the med-
ical college, said Venu was 
made to lie on the fl oor of the 
hospital.

“How can a patient be made 
to lie on the fl oor? How can 
treatment be given that way? 
To make patients lie on the 
fl oor is uncivilised,” he said 
while speaking at a programme 
here.

The doctor said that more pa-
tients are now being made to lie 
on the fl oor at the government 
medical college than when he 
joined the institution as a stu-
dent in 1986.

He said it was painful to 
learn that the patient had to 
travel a long distance to seek 
treatment at the hospital.

Setting up medical colleges 
across the state would be of no 
use if such situations contin-
ued, he said, adding that ter-
tiary care centres of super-spe-
ciality standards were the need 
of the hour.

Doctor slams poor
medical condition 

Indian Air Force’s (IAF) Surya Kiran Aerobatic Team performs manoeuvres during rehearsals for the upcoming air show as part of the 93rd Air Force Day 
celebrations, in Guwahati, Assam, Saturday                      PTI PHOTO
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We will dis-
close how 
and where 

the previous 
BJP govern-
ment auctioned 
the estates of 
Himachal Pradesh and reveal to 
the people how the interests of 
the state were compromised in 
the name of the double-engine 
government

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU |  
CHIEF MINISTER, HIMACHAL PRADESH

Just in the 
last few 
days, a 

Goan opposing 
hill cutting gets 
murdered; citi-
zens are shot at 
over illegal sand extraction; a 
youth is beaten inside a police 
station; people are killed in 
Saligao in a pool of blood

ARVIND KEJRIWAL  | AAP LEADER
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DELHI ENTERS ‘RED ZONE’
Delhiites are facing increasingly 
toxic air quality each day, with 
pollution levels crossing the 400 
mark in several parts of the city 
Saturday, making the national 
capital one of the most polluted 
cities in the country

On this day, 
exactly nine 

years ago, the biggest 
fraud on Indians. 
Demonetisation. PM 
Narendra Modi outside 
Parliament versus us, 
inside Parliament
DEREK O’BRIEN  | 
TRINAMOOL CONGRESS LEADER

Farmers are 
not getting 
fair prices 

for their produce. 
The government 
announced pro-
curement at MSP 
(minimum support price), but 
the purchasing centres started 
(operating) very late

UDDHAV THACKERAY |  SHIV SENA (UBT) CHIEF

ED attaches `21-cr 
assets of Cong MLA
New Delhi: The Enforcement 
Directorate Saturday said it 
has attached assets worth 
Rs 21 crore of Karnataka 
Congress MLA Satish Krishna 
Sail as part of a money 
laundering investigation 
against him linked to a case of 
alleged illegal export of iron 
ore. A provisional order was 
issued under the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act (PMLA) 
November 6 and the attached 
properties belong to Sail, who 
holds these assets through his 
Goa-based company named 
Shree Mallikarjun shipping Pvt 
Ltd. (SMSPL), the ED said in 
a statement. The 59-year-old 
legislator from the Karwar 
assembly seat in Uttara 
Kannada was arrested by 
the federal probe agency in 
September.

48 stranded workers 
return from Tunisia
Ranchi: Forty-eight migrant 
workers from Jharkhand, 
allegedly stranded in Tunisia, 
have safely returned to their 
home districts, offi cials 
said Saturday. Team leader 
at the Migrant Control 
Cell (Jharkhand Labour 
department) Shikha Lakra 
told PTI Saturday that all the 
migrant workers reached 
their homes Friday. “They 
returned in different batches 
based on their fl ights from 
Tunisia to Mumbai and 
returned to their home 
districts of Hazaribagh, 
Giridih and Bokaro by train. 
The last batch reached 
Bokaro Friday. All the workers 
had their three months’ salary 
cleared by the employing 
company,” said Lakra.

Court rejects bail plea 
of Raza, fi ve others 
Bareilly (UP): A court in 
Bareilly has rejected the 
bail applications of Ittehad-
e-Millat Council chief and 
fi ve others arrested for 
attacking police personnel 
during the September 26 
violence over the “I Love 
Mohammad” posters 
controversy. Additional 
District Government Counsel 
(ADGC) Mahesh Pathak told 
PTI on Saturday that IMC 
chief Maulana Tauqeer Raza 
had called on members of 
the Muslim community to 
gather at the Islamia Maidan 
on the day of the violence 
despite prohibitory orders 
imposed in the city. When 
police intervened, the mob 
resorted to stone-pelting, he 
said. The rioters also stole 
the rifl e of the gunner of the 
Superintendent of Police (city) 
and a wireless set from a 
police jeep, the ADGC added.

SHORT TAKES

A COLONIAL DILEMMA ABOUT STRAYS

Delhi’s 80-year-struggle to deal in ‘humane’ ways
Supreme Court directed forthwith relocation of stray dogs from institutional areas to designated shelters after due sterilisation and vaccination
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 8: The dilem-
ma on humane ways to deal 
with stray animals in Delhi is 
not a recent one, with the city’s 
British administrators having 
to deal with the same issue. 
Even then, they debated ways 
to deal with the problem, with 
some offi cials suggesting “most 
painless” ways to kill the ani-
mals.

Fast forward eight decades, 
and the country’s top court is 
grappling with the same issue. 
It took note of the “alarming 
rise” in dog bite incidents with-
in institutional areas and di-
rected the forthwith relocation 
of stray canines to designated 
shelters after due sterilisation 
and vaccination Friday.

Records from 1946-47 pre-
served in the Delhi Archives 
reveal that even then, offi cials 
discussed “humane” ways to 
control the stray dog population.

In a letter dated April 11, 1946, 
the chief commissioner of Del-
hi wrote to the deputy commis-
sioner expressing his objection 
to the use of strychnine poison 
for killing stray dogs, calling it 
“inhumane”.

He described poisoning as the 
“most objectionable” and "by no 
manner or means of a painless 
death”, noting that the animals 
suffered for nearly 20 minutes 
before dying. He requested the 
authorities to adopt “some pain-
less method”, suggesting the use 
of chloroform or electrocution 
instead.

After the letter, the deputy 

commissioner inspected the 
Civil Veterinary Hospital April 
29, 1946, and recommended elec-
trocution as the “ideal method” 
since it led to instantaneous 
death, the record in possession 
of PTI showed.

According to the record, the 
hospital at the time was using 
hydrocyanic acid, which killed 

the animal within minutes with 
“practically negligible suffer-
ing”.

The chief commissioner also 
raised similar concerns about 
the killing of pigs, noting that 
they were stabbed in the heart 
or neck veins and “squealed 
loudly in pain”, urging that 
“something more humane 

should be possible”.
In May 1946, health offi cials 

from Delhi who visited Bombay 
and Madras to study the meth-
ods used there also reported 
that electrocution was the most 
“effective and humane” option, 
the record further showed.

“By March 1947, the offi ce of 
the chief health offi cer of Del-

hi Province reported that 648 
stray dogs had been destroyed 
in rural areas of the city, in-
cluding 105 in Khera Khurd 
village,” it read.

This debate between what is 
a “compassionate” way to deal 
with the problem and what 
would be regarded as “cruel” 
exacerbates Delhi’s adminis-
trators to this day.

While the apex court’s ap-
proach to sterilisation and re-
location may seem a “humane” 
approach in dealing with the 
problem, animal rights activists 
have strongly opposed it, calling 
the move “cruel” and “detached 
from reality”.

The question of how to bal-
ance public safety with com-
passion for animals remains 
relevant even today.

Records from 1946-47 preserved 
in the Delhi Archives reveal that 
even then, offi cials discussed 
‘humane’ ways to control the stray 
dog population 

In a letter dated April 11, 1946, 
the chief commissioner of Delhi 
wrote to the deputy commissioner 
expressing his objection to the 
use of strychnine poison for killing 
stray dogs, calling it ‘inhumane’
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Pune, Nov 8: After Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minister 
Ajit Pawar announced that the 
sale deed executed by his son 
Parth’s fi rm for a prime land 
in Pune has been scrapped, 
offi cials said the company will 
have to cough up double the 
stamp duty, which comes to Rs 
42 crore, to get the transaction 
cancelled.

Maharashtra 
Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis 
Saturday said ac-
tion in the Pune 
land deal case is 
being taken as per 
law and there is no 
question of saving 
anybody.

FIRs have been 
fi led against signa-
tories and vendors and those 
found guilty in the probe will 
be booked, Fadnavis said, when 
asked about the First Informa-
tion Report (FIR) not naming 
Parth.

“Those who don’t even un-
derstand what an FIR is, are 
the ones making baseless al-
legations. When an FIR is reg-
istered, it is fi led against the 
express parties involved. In 
this case, the FIR has been fi led 
against the company and its au-
thorised signatories,” he said.

NCP (SP) president Sharad 
Pawar said he supported a 
probe into the controversial 
land deal linked to the compa-
ny of his grandnephew Parth.

Maharashtra Congress pres-
ident Harshwardhan Sapkal 
demanded that the state govern-
ment release a ‘white paper’ on 
land transactions in Pune and 
Mumbai and hold a full-day 
discussion on the issue during 
the upcoming winter session of 
state legislature.

An offi cial said the Depart-

ment of Registration and 
Stamps has informed Digvijay 
Amarsinh Patil, the cousin of 
Parth Pawar and a partner in 
Amadea Enterprises LLP that 

the fi rm must pay 
the earlier 7 per 
cent stamp duty (5 
per cent under the 
Maharashtra Stamp 
Act, 1 per cent Local 
Body Tax and 1 per 
cent Metro Cess), 
as it had sought an 
exemption by claim-
ing a data centre 
was proposed on 

the land. The company must al-
so pay an additional 7 per cent 
stamp duty to execute the can-
cellation deed, the offi cial said.

The fi rm had claimed a stamp 
duty exemption at the time of 
the sale deed by stating that a 
data centre would be set up on 
the land, he said. However, the 
cancellation deed shows that 
the plan has been dropped.

The sale deed of the 40-acre 
government land in the upscale 
Mundhwa area to Amadea En-
terprises came under the scan-
ner for want of required clear-
ances Thursday. Opposition 
leaders alleged that its market 
value was Rs 1,800 crore.

Based on a complaint fi led 
by the Inspector General of 
Registrar’s offi ce, the Pimpri 
Chinchwad police registered 
an FIR against Digvijay Patil, 
Shital Tejwani (who repre-
sented the 272 ‘owners’ of the 
land through the power of at-
torney), and sub-registrar RB 
Taru for alleged misappropri-
ation and cheating.

LAND DEAL ROW

Parth fi rm to pay `42crore;
nobody will be spared: CM

Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis Saturday 
said action in the 

Pune land deal case 
is being taken as 
per law and there 
is no question of 

protecting anybody
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New Delhi, Nov 8: A man died 
and another sustained burn 
injuries after a massive fi re 
broke out spreading to around 
500 shanties near Rithala met-
ro station in Delhi’s Rohini, the 
Delhi Fire Services (DFS) said.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta said the fi re that erupt-
ed late Friday evening was 
brought fully under control by 
deploying adequate teams and 
those affected in the incident 
were being provided relief.

In a post on X, she said the in-
jured were rushed to the hospi-
tal and relief and rehabilitation 
work was swiftly underway. 
The affected were provided food 
and water and temporary shel-
ters were set up to shift them.

Police said several LPG cylin-
ders were said to have exploded 
late Friday evening, intensify-
ing the blaze and triggering 
panic among residents.

Thick plumes of smoke were 

seen rising from the area even 
as locals scrambled to save 
their belongings and move to 
safer places. Preliminary in-
formation suggests that 400 to 
500 huts have been gutted, fi re 
offi cials said.

The DFS said it received a 
call regarding the blaze at 10.56 
pm, following which multiple 
fi re tenders and fi refi ghting 
robots were rushed to the spot.

Police cordoned off the area 
and additional fi re tenders were 
kept on standby to prevent the 
fi re from spreading further.

The fi re was brought under 
control by early morning, a 
DFS offi cial said. Munna died 
in the fi re while Rajesh was in-
jured in the incident.

CM Gupta said the Delhi gov-
ernment is providing all possi-
ble help to the affected families.

“Arrangements for food and 
drinking water have been made 
for the affected people. Tempo-
rary shelter sites are being es-
tablished, while the permanent 
relief centre at Rithala commu-
nity centre is operational,” the 
chief minister posted.

1 killed, shanties destroyed in Rithala fi re

A painted stork with its chicks at the National Zoological Park, in New Delhi, Saturday  PTI PHOTO
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Katihar/Bhagalpur/Purnea, 
Nov 8: Congress leader Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra Saturday 
claimed that her party was now 
fi ghting the same battle against 
the “Modi empire” that Mahat-
ma Gandhi once fought against 
the British imperialists.

Addressing back-to-back ral-
lies in Bihar’s Katihar, Bhagal-
pur, and Purnea districts, 
Vadra claimed PM Narendra 
Modi was not maintaining the 
dignity of his post by using 
words such as ‘katta’ (coun-
try-made pistol) and ‘donali’ 
(double-barrel gun) during the 
election campaign in the state.

“The battle that the INDIA 
bloc and Congress are fi ghting 
today is the same battle that 
Mahatma Gandhi once fought 
against the British imperialists. 
Even today, we are fi ghting for 
your rights and the truth. Even 
today, we are fi ghting against 
an empire, which is the Modi 
empire,” she claimed.

“Today, PM Modi runs the 
government in the same way. 
He suppresses people and 
divides them. The rights for 

which Mahatma Gandhi fought 
are in danger today. The most 
important among those rights 
is the right to vote,” she added.

Vadra alleged that on the 
one hand, the PM was hailing 
‘Vande Mataram’, which stood 
for non-violence, on the other, 
he was using words like ‘katta’ 
and ‘donali’ at public rallies.

“Though they commemorat-
ed the 150th anniversary of the 
national song, at one point in 
time in history, the BJP and 
RSS were reluctant to sing 
Vande Mataram, which was a 
song of the Independence move-
ment and signifi es the nation’s 
unity,” she claimed.

The Wayanad MP claimed 
that the “BJP’s nationalism is 
fake” as they only talk about it 
when elections approach.

“Their Agnipath scheme has 
demotivated the youth of Bihar 
who once prepared for being 
recruited in the army with a 
lot of rigour and nationalistic 
fervour,” she claimed.

Vadra also criticised the 
NDA government, alleging 
that it has failed to provide em-

ployment to the youth and was 
handing over all public sector 
undertakings to Modi’s “two 
corporate friends”.

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge Saturday rubbished 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah’s predictions of the NDA’s 
victory in the Bihar assembly 
polls, pointing out that their 
“400 plus” claim in the Lok 
Sabha elections was way off 
the mark.

He spoke to PTI Video in Ga-
ya, where he insisted that “all 
was not well” in the BJP-led 
coalition, as there were doubts 
that Nitish Kumar, the JD(U) 
president and longest-serving 
chief minister, would be backed 
for another term in offi ce.

“The Prime Minister can 
say anything. Ahead of the 
Lok Sabha polls, they kept 
saying 400 paar,” said Kharge, 
pointing to the performance of 
the BJP in last year’s general 
elections, when it fell short of 
a majority and became depen-
dent on allies like JD(U) and 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu’s TDP for 
survival in power.

NEW DELHI: Airline opera-
tions at the Delhi airport, the 
country’s busiest airport, are 
normal now, airport operator 
DIAL said Saturday, a day af-
ter a glitch with the air traffi c 
control system delayed more 
than 800 fl ights. The technical 
problem with the Automatic 
Message Switching System 
(AMSS), which supports the 
air traffi c control’s fl ight 
planning process, continued 
for over 15 hours from around 
5:45 am Friday.

Flight operations at Delhi 
airport are normal: DIAL

Cong fi ghting ‘Modi empire’ like 
Gandhi fought British: Priyanka

Vadra alleged that 
on the one hand, 

the PM was hailing 
‘Vande Mataram’, 

which stood for non-
violence, on the other, 

he was using words 
like ‘katta’ and ‘donali’ 

at public rallies



If someone started 
their SIP in peak 
of 2021 market, 
here would be the 
returns- 
1) Nifty 50 TRI= 
9.6% annualized 

2) Nifty Midcap 150= 13-15% 
annualized 
3) Smallcap 250= 11% annualized 
Adjust for INR fall against the 
dollar (which you have to in case 
you are comparing global returns)- 
1) Nifty 50 TRI= 3.5% annualized
2) Nifty Midcap 150= 8.3% 
annualized
3) Smallcap 250= 6.1% annualized
Now here is something even more 
interesting- 
1) Over the 10-year timeframe, 
about 82% of active small/mid 
mutual funds in India are unable to 
beat the benchmark 
2) And 66% of Large caps funds are 
unable to beat Nifty 50 
So active Mutual funds performed 
ever worse. 
And, please note the 2020-2024 
phase was one of the best phases 
for retail adoption of stock 
markets. 
If you would have put money 
in Gold, Land or even a decent 
real estate, you would have 
outperformed as a SIP guy.  
What's the lesson? India is a 
trading market. If you don't know 
when to exit, don't enter. 
I am just sharing facts, do what 
you like. @Akshat_World
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ONLINE FILLING UP OF SIR 
FORMS STARTS IN BENGAL
The online fi lling up of the enumeration forms (EFs) 
for the ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) has 
been enabled on the website of the Election Commis-
sion of India voters’ service portal, a senior offi cial 
at the West Bengal Chief Electoral Offi cer (CEO) said 
Saturday. The service has been enabled Friday night 
and is available for the voters to fi ll up the EFs, he said

The BJP wants to capture 
anything related to Pun-
jab. Whether it's our fi ght 
for PU, BBMB, or other 
issues, Punjab will never 
relinquish its rights 
BHAGWANT MANN  | CHIEF MINISTER, PUNJAB

PM Modi to visit 
Bhutan next week
New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will travel to 
Bhutan Tuesday on a two-day 
visit to further strengthen 
bilateral ties and inaugurate 
a mega hydroelectric project 
jointly developed by the two 
countries. Modi will meet 
Bhutanese King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck and hold 
wide-ranging talks with Prime 
Minister Tshering Tobgay 
during the November 11-12 
visit. The prime minister will 
also attend celebrations to 
mark the 70th birth anniversary 
of Jigme Singye Wangchuck, 
the former king of Bhutan. 

Loco pilot hurt as eagle 
shatters windscreen 
Srinaga: An eagle crashed 
into the windscreen of a 
train in Anantnag district 
of Jammu and Kashmir and 
landed inside the cabin of the 
locomotive pilot who received 
minor injuries, offi cials 
said. The incident occurred 
in the Baramulla-Banihal 
train between Bijbehara and 
Anantnag railway stations, 
they said. 

Since 2014, 
the Centre 
has invested 

Rs 21,000 crore in 
the education sec-
tor in the North-
east. Over 850 
new schools have been opened. 
The fi rst AIIMS in the region has 
become operational, and over 200 
new skill development institutes 
have been operationalised

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN | UNION FINANCE MINISTER 

If Rahul Gand-
hi is really 
concerned 

about Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes or minority 
communities, he 
should have given the post of lead-
er of opposition in Lok Sabha to 
someone from these communities,

RAJNATH SINGH | DEFENCE MINISTER

The Jain 
lifestyle of 
vegetarian-

ism, compassion 
towards animals 
and sustainable 
living is recognised 
worldwide as a model of environ-
mental responsibility

CP RADHAKRISHNAN | VICE PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 8: India has 
said global climate ambition 
remains inadequate even a de-
cade after the Paris Agreement, 
as it joined Brazil’s new global 
fund for tropical forests as an 
observer and called for devel-
oped nations to accelerate emis-
sion cuts and deliver promised 
climate fi nance.

Delivering India’s statement 
at the Leaders’ Summit of 
COP30 in Brazil’s Belem Fri-
day, Indian Ambassador to Bra-
zil Dinesh Bhatia reaffi rmed 
the country’s commitment to 
multilateralism and the Paris 
Agreement, which marks its 
10th anniversary this year.

“India welcomes and sup-
ports Brazil’s initiative in es-

tablishing the Tropical Forests 
Forever Facility (TFFF), rep-
resenting a signifi cant step to-
wards collective and sustained 
global action for the preserva-

tion of tropical forests. India is 
pleased to join the Facility as 
an observer,” Bhatia said.

Launched Thursday, TFFF 
is a Brazil-led global fund to 

reward tropical countries for 
protecting and expanding for-
ests. It aims to mobilise around 
$125 billion through public and 
private investment, using re-
turns to pay nations that con-
serve forests.

India said COP30 is an oppor-
tunity to refl ect on the global re-
sponse to the challenge of glob-
al warming and to celebrate 
the legacy of the Rio Summit, 
where the principles of equity 
and common but differentiated 
responsibilities and respective 
capabilities were adopted.

Ten years after the Paris 
Agreement, the country said 
global ambition remains “in-
adequate” and that “many 
nations’ NDCs (nationally de-
termined contributions) fall 
short”.

“While developing countries 
continue to take decisive cli-
mate action, developed coun-
tries that have disproportion-
ately appropriated the global 
carbon budget must accelerate 
emission reductions and de-
liver the promised, adequate 
and predictable support,” the 
ambassador said.

India urged developed na-
tions to reach net zero much 
sooner than they have declared 
and invest substantially in 
reaching net negative emis-
sions.

While acknowledging the 
importance of mitigation, In-
dia stressed that it is equally 
important to focus attention 
on adaptation to address cli-
mate risks and vulnerabilities 
at the local level, more so in 

developing countries.
Bhatia said access to afford-

able fi nance, technology and 
capacity building is vital for 
developing countries to imple-
ment ambitious NDCs.

“Equitable, predictable and 
concessional climate fi nance 
remains the cornerstone for 
achieving global climate goals,” 
he said.

NDCs are national climate 
plans under the Paris Agree-
ment that set targets to cut 
emissions and adapt to climate 
change, guiding global efforts 
to limit warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius.

Countries are required to 
submit their third round of 
NDCs, referred to as “NDCs 
3.0”, for the 2031-2035 period 
this year.

India said COP30 is an opportunity to refl ect on the global response to the challenge of global warming and to celebrate the legacy of the Rio Summit, 
where the principles of equity and common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities were adopted

India joins Brazil-led forest fund as observer, urges stronger ambition

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 8: Freedom to 
choose a life partner is an in-
trinsic part of personal liberty 
and privacy under the Constitu-
tion and family or community 
cannot obstruct the choice of 
two consenting adults who de-
cide to marry.

The high court, while re-
ferring to a Supreme Court 
judgment, said the top court 
has recognised that caste con-
tinues to exert a strong social 

infl uence in India, and that 
inter-caste marriages perform 
a valuable constitutional and 
societal function by promoting 
integration and reducing caste 
divisions.

“Such unions, the Supreme 
Court has observed, are in the 
national interest and must 
receive fi rm protection from 
any familial or communal in-
terference,” Justice Sanjeev 
Narula said in an order passed 
November 4. It further said the 
freedom to choose a life partner 

is an intrinsic part of personal 
liberty and privacy under Arti-
cle 21 of the Constitution.

“Where two consenting 
adults decide to marry or co-
habit, neither family nor com-
munity can lawfully obstruct 
that choice or subject them to 

pressure, social sanctions, or 
threats,” the high court said.

The court’s observations 
came while granting police pro-
tection to an inter caste couple, 
who were in a relationship for 
the past 11 and intended to get 
married now.  However, the 
mother, sister, brother-in-law 
and other relatives of the part-
ners opposed their relation-
ship and were issuing threats, 
prompting them to approach 
the court for protection. The 
couple sought directions to Del-
hi Police to secure their safety 
and to prevent interference 
with their decision to marry.

It added that based on its 
outcome, the offi cer must take 
preventive steps permissible 

in law, including but not lim-
ited to appropriate diary en-
tries, beat patrolling near the 
couple's current residence and 
other measures necessary to 
deter harassment or intimida-
tion. “If the petitioners report 
any threat or attempt at inter-
ference by respondent nos. 2 to 
6 or any other person, the po-
lice shall register a DD entry, 
extend immediate protection, 
and proceed in accordance 
with law,” the court said.

It further said that these 
directions are preventive and 
protective in character and 
no opinion is expressed on 
the veracity of the allegations 
levelled against the respon-
dent family members.

Choosing life partner part of personal liberty: Delhi HC
Where two consenting adults decide to marry or 

cohabit, neither family nor community can lawfully 
obstruct that choice or subject them to pressure, social 

sanctions, or threats, says the HC

AGENCIES

Srinagar, Nov 8: Two ter-
rorists were killed when alert 
troops of the Indian Army 
foiled an infi ltration bid on the 
Line of Control (LoC) in Keran 
sector of Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kupwara district, Defence 
sources said Saturday.

“Two terrorists have been 
neutralised in Operation Pim-
ple in Keran sector where an in-
fi ltration bid was foiled late last 
evening," Defence sources said.

Sources said that soldiers of 
21 Grenadiers noticed suspi-
cious movement near the for-
ward defended location (FDL) 
Pimple in Keran sector of the 
LoC late Friday evening.

“After suspicious movement 
was noticed by 21 Grenadiers 
near the forward defended line 
(FDL) Pimple on the LoC, the 
soldiers opened fi re after which 
a brief exchange of small arms 
took place. Two terrorists have 
been neutralised in this ongo-
ing operation so far,” they said.

“A massive search operation 

is now underway in the area 
to ensure that no terrorist has 
managed to cross the LoC”, 
sources said.

The Army deployed on the 
LoC is on 24X7 alert as Intel-
ligence reports indicate that 
terror handlers sitting at the 
launching pads along the LoC 

on the Pakistani side would 
make attempts to push terror-
ists into the Indian side of the 
LoC before heavy snowfall clos-
es the mountain passes leading 
into the Valley.

J&K has a 740-km-long LoC 
situated in Baramulla, Kup-
wara, Bandipora districts of 

the Valley and Poonch, Rajouri 
and partly in Jammu district of 
Jammu division.

The LoC is guarded by the 
Army and in addition, J&K 
has an International Border 
(IB) that is 240-km-long situ-
ated in Jammu, Samba and 
Kathua districts of Jammu 
division.

The IB is guarded by the 
Border Security Force (BSF). 
Deployed Army and BSF 
troops are guarding the border 
against infi ltration by terror-
ists, drug smuggling and drug 
peddling.

J&K Police and the security 
forces are deployed in the hin-
terland to carry out anti-ter-
rorist operations and deal with 
drug smuggling, hawala mon-
ey rackets and other unlawful 
fi nancial activities.

2 terrorists killed in J&K’s Kupwara
The State Investigation Agency 

(SIA) of Jammu and Kashmir 
Saturday claimed to have achieved 
a major breakthrough with the 
arrest of the kingpin of a narco-
terror module from Mumbai 
airport. Mohd Arshad alias Asif, a 
resident of Degwar-Terwan village 
in Haveli tehsil of Poonch, had 
been absconding since 2023 and 
was operating from Saudi Arabia, 
a spokesperson of the agency said 
here. “He was the kingpin of a 
narco-terror module and key link 
between Pakistan-based handlers 
and narco-terror operatives 
in Jammu and Kashmir,” the 
spokesperson said.

J&K SIA arrests narco-terror 
module kingpin linked to Pak

After suspicious 
movement was noticed 

by 21 Grenadiers near the 
forward defended line 

(FDL) Pimple on the LoC, 
the soldiers opened fi re 

after which 
a brief exchange of small 

arms took place

OPERATION 
PIMPLE

J&K Police raids multiple locations 
The Jammu and Kashmir Police Saturday raided several places 

across the Valley as part of its crackdown on Union Territory natives 
allegedly involved in aiding terror operatives from Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir, offi cials said. The raids were carried out in Anantnag, Sopore, 
Pulwama, Shopian, Bandipora, Budgam, Awantipora, Ganderbal, Kulgam 
and Handwara areas, they said. In Anantnag district, police searched the 
residences of the banned terror outfi t Hizb-ul-Mujahideen’s self-styled 
operational commander Ghulam Nabi alias Aamir Khan and fi nancial 
head Zaffer Bhat in the Liver area of Pahalgam.Khan and Bhat, who 
fl ed their homes in the 1990s and crossed over to Pakistan, have been 
involved in terror activities directed against India. The duo has been 
operating from across the border since then, offi cials said. In Handwara, 
searches were carried out in the houses and premises of the relatives 
and associates of terror operatives currently operating from across the 
border and individuals linked with banned organisations, they said.  

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Varanasi/Lucknow/Bareil-
ly (UP), Nov 8: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi Saturday 
fl agged off four new Vande 
Bharat Express trains here from 
the Banaras railway station.

The new Vande Bharat 
Express trains will operate 
on the Banaras-Khajuraho, 
Lucknow-Saharanpur, Firoz-
pur-Delhi and Ernakulam-Ben-
galuru routes.

The semi-high-speed trains 
will signifi cantly reduce trav-
el time between major stations, 
enhance regional mobility, 
promote tourism and support 

economic activity across the 
country, according to an offi cial 
statement.

The Banaras-Khajuraho 
Vande Bharat will connect 
prominent cultural and reli-
gious destinations, including 
Varanasi, Prayagraj and Chi-
trakoot, offi cials said.

Addressing a gathering after 
the launch of the four trains, 
the prime minister said, “With 
so many Vande Bharat trains 
running and fl ights arriving 
from countries across the 
world, all these developments 
are now linked to growth. To-
day, India is also moving rap-
idly on this path.”

“Trains like Vande Bharat, 
Namo Bharat and Amrit Bharat 
are laying the foundation of a 
new generation of Indian Rail-
ways,” he said.

Heavy security personnel 

were deployed for the prime 
minister’s visit to Varanasi. 
Outside the railway station, a 
huge cutout of Modi became a 
centre of attraction for people.

Modi also interacted with 

children who gathered at the 
railway station and inside the 
Varanasi-Khajuraho Vande 
Bharat Express.

The children shared poems 
they had written with Modi. 
Later, in his speech, the PM lav-
ished praise on the kids present 
at the event, saying that as the 
MP from Varanasi, he ‘felt so 
proud that my Kashi has such 
talented children’.

Modi pitched the idea of 
a kids ‘kavi sammelan’ (po-
ets’ meet) while interacting 
with a group of children here 
during the flagging off cere-
mony of Vande Bharat trains 
Saturday.

Modi fl ags off 4 new Vande Bharat trains from Banaras station

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 8: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi Saturday 
shared a video on X of school 
children in Madhya Pradesh 
having their mid-day meals on 
a newspaper and said the chief 
minister and the prime minis-
ter should be ashamed for nur-
turing the future of the country 
in such a pitiable state.

In a post along with the vid-
eo, the leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha alleged that the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) “development” is just an 
illusion and the party’s real 
secret of coming to power is 
“vyavastha” (the system).

“I am heading to Madhya 
Pradesh today. And ever since 
I saw this news that children 
there are being served mid-
day meals on newspapers, my 
heart is broken. These are the 
same innocent children on 
whose dreams the future of 
the country rests and they are 
not even getting a plate of dig-
nity,” Gandhi said in his post 
in Hindi.

“More than 20 years of BJP 
government and they have even 
stolen the plates of children -- 
their ‘development’ is just an illu-
sion, the real secret to coming to 
power is ‘vyavastha’,” he alleged.

“Such a chief minister and 
prime minister should feel 
ashamed for nurturing the fu-
ture of the country’s children 
in this pitiable state,” the Con-
gress leader added.

Local reports suggest that 
negligence in meal distribution 
is a recurring problem, with 
students often being served 
substandard food or made to 
eat with students often being 
served substandard food or 
made to eat without proper 
utensils. The BJP government, 
which had pledged in its 2023 
assembly election manifesto to 
improve the quality of mid-day 
meals across the state, has yet 
to issue an offi cial statement on 
the controversy.

Rahul slams BJP 
over MP mid-day 
meal controversy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhopal, Nov 8: Eight cheetahs 
have been captured in Botswana 
in southern Africa ahead of their 
translocation to India under the 
cheetah reintroduction pro-
gramme, launched in 2022 after 
the fastest land animal went ex-
tinct here decades ago, a senior 
forest offi cial said. The cheetahs, 
including two males, will be quar-
antined for a month and undergo 
a medical examination before be-
ing sent to India, the offi cial told 
PTI, requesting anonymity.

“Inter-continental transloca-
tion involves several formali-
ties. Considering these and the 
upcoming Christmas holidays, I 
can’t say when the cheetahs will 
be fl own to Kuno National Park 
in Sheopur district of Madhya 
Pradesh; most probably in Janu-
ary,” he added.

Another batch of 8 
cheetahs from Africa 
to arrive in India soon

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Manila, Nov 8: Indian 
non-profit Educate Girls 
has received the prestigious 
Ramon Magsaysay Award 
and dedicated the honour to 
thousands of field coordina-
tors, volunteers and youth 
mentors who have helped 
bring millions of girls in the 
country back to school.

The award was publicly an-
nounced August 31, and the 
formal ceremony took place 
Friday at the Metropolitan 
Theatre here in the Philip-
pines’ capital city.

Founded in 2007, Educate 
Girls works across more 
than 30,000 villages in Uttar 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Bihar to break 
cycles of poverty and illiteracy.

With support from over 
55,000 community-based vol-
unteers, the non-profit has 
brought more than two mil-
lion girls back to school and 
supported over 2.4 million 
children through remedial 
learning programmes.

Indian NGO receives 
Magsaysay Award 
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SHUTDOWN HITS US
Senators are working through the 
weekend for the fi rst time since the 
government shutdown began more than 
a month ago, hoping to fi nd a bipartisan 
resolution that has so far eluded them as 
government workers have gone unpaid, 
airlines have been forced to cancel 
fl ights, and SNAP benefi ts have been 
delayed for millions of Americans

Vivek Ra-
maswamy will 

be a GREAT Governor 
of Ohio, and has my 
Complete and Total 
Endorsement – HE 
WILL NEVER LET 
YOU DOWN!
DONALD TRUMP | PRESIDENT, US

H-1B visa under scanner 
New York: The Trump 
administration has launched 
about 175 investigations into 
H-1B visa abuse, including 
lapses such as low wages, 
non-existent work sites and 
the practice of "benching" 
employees. According to the 
US Department of Labour, 
the probes were part of 
a broader effort for the 
protection of American jobs. 
“As part of our mission to 
protect American Jobs, we've 
launched 175 investigations 
into H-1B abuse,” the Labour 
Department said in a post on 
X Friday. Indian professionals, 
including technology workers 
and physicians, are among 
the largest cohort of H1B visa 
holders.

No relief for Bolsonaro
Sao Paulo: The majority of 
justices on Brazil's Supreme 
Court panel reviewing former 
President Jair Bolsonaro's 
appeal rejected his request 
Friday. Justice Alexandre de 
Moraes, the case's rapporteur, 
rejected all defense arguments, 
calling them “unfeasible,” and 
said there were no omissions 
in the sentencing. Justices 
Flávio Dino and Cristiano Zanin 
concurred with De Moraes. 
The vote of Justice Cármen 
Lúcia is still pending, but she is 
expected to align with the other 
panel members. The panel has 
until November 14 to submit 
their votes, and the decision 
won't be fi nalized until then.

Hungary gets exemption
Washington: Hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
says his country has received 
an exemption from US 
sanctions on Russian energy 
after a meeting in the White 
House with President Donald 
Trump. The allowance will 
keep Russian oil and gas 
fl owing to Hungary in a sign 
of the close affi nity between 
the two leaders. President 
Donald Trump said Friday 
he's considering granting 
Hungary an exemption from US 
sanctions on Russian energy 
as he sat down with Hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán at 
the White House.

Blasts hurt 54 in mosque
Jakarta: Indonesian authorities 
said Friday they have identifi ed 
a 17-year-old boy as the 
suspect in an attack that shook 
a mosque at a high school in the 
capital, Jakarta, injuring at least 
54 people, mostly students. 
Witnesses told local television 
stations that they heard at least 
two loud blasts around midday, 
just as the sermon had started 
at Friday prayers, from inside 
and outside the mosque at SMA 
72, a state high school within 
a navy compound in Jakarta's 
northern Kelapa Gading 
neighbourhood.

It is unfor-
tunate for 
us that the 

interim govern-
ment, which we 
fully supported, 
is now creating 
a situation that could disrupt the 
national election

MIRZA FAKHRUL ISLAM ALAMGIR |  
SECRETARY GENERAL, BNP

The hurri-
canes and the 
heavy rain 

devastated my 
country. Devel-
oping countries, 
and especially the 
small island states, are the least 
responsible for climate change

SMITH AUGUSTIN | DIPLOMAT, HAITI 

Peace in the 
Taiwan Strait 
is essential 

to global stability 
and economic 
continuity, and 
international oppo-
sition against unilateral changes to 
the status quo by force cannot be 
overstated

BI-KHIM HSIAO | VICE PRESIDENT, TAIWAN
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London, Nov 8: It was with 
the help of British spy call 
intercepts that the Canadian 
authorities drew alleged links 
between India and the killing of 
Hardeep Singh Nijjar in June 
2023, a new documentary re-

leased this week has claimed.
‘Inside the Deaths that 

Rocked India's Relations with 
the West' by ‘Bloomberg Orig-
inals' reports that a British 
intelligence agency – believed 
to be the UK's Government 

Communications Headquarters 
(GCHQ), often referred to as the 
country's listening post – inter-
cepted calls that appeared to be 
discussing three targets.

Nijjar, a Canadian Sikh des-
ignated a terrorist by India in 
2020 for Khalistani extremism, 
was allegedly among the names 
on the intelligence passed on to 
the Canadian authorities un-
der the ‘Five Eyes' intelligence 
sharing agreement between the 
UK, US, Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand.

In late July 2023, there was 
a “breakthrough” in the Nijjar 
murder investigation case 
when the UK obtained “rele-
vant information”, the video 
documentary claims.

The British intelligence 
would only be shared under 
strict conditions: hand-deliv-
ered to Ottawa and kept off 
electronic systems and only a 
handful of Canadian offi cials, 
pre-approved by London, could 
see it, it is claimed.

“The fi le was a summary of 
conversations intercepted by a 
British intelligence agency be-
tween individuals who analysts 
believe were working on behalf 
of the Indian government,” the 
documentary claims.

“They had discussed three 
potential targets: Nijjar, (Avtar 
Singh) Khanda and (Gurpat-
want Singh) Pannun. Later, 
there was an exchange about 
how Nijjar had been success-
fully eliminated,” it alleges.

Khanda, a British Sikh 
pro-Khalistani activist, died 

in June 2023 at a hospital in 
the city of Birmingham in 
the West Midlands region of 
England. He was terminally 
ill with blood cancer and de-
spite allegations from some 
groups in the UK, the British 
authorities ruled there were 
“no suspicious circumstances” 
surrounding the death.

In the wake of the documenta-
ry, Sikh Federation UK said it has 
written to security minister Dan 
Jarvis to demand why the British 
government has intelligence from 
July 2023 that it has not shared or 
referred to “when specifi cally 
asked by MPs representing the 
Sikh community.”

India has strongly rejected 
Canadian allegations as “ab-
surd and motivated” and a 
“deliberate strategy of smear-
ing India for political gains.”

UK spies handed over India-linked intel to Canada
NIJJAR KILLINGNijjar, a Canadian Sikh 

designated a terrorist 
by India in 2020 for 

Khalistani extremism, 
was allegedly among the 
names on the intelligence 

passed on to the 
Canadian authorities 
under the ‘Five Eyes' 

intelligence sharing pact
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Karachi, Nov 8: Thick black 
smoke clawed at the sky last week 
over the industrial zone in Paki-
stan's largest city as fi refi ghter 
Syeda Masooma Zaidi raced to-
ward the raging blaze in Karachi.

The storage facility was 
packed with truck and car tires, 
and the fl ames leapt hungrily, 
black plumes twisting skyward. 
Heat shimmered off the asphalt, 

turning the air heavy and acrid, 
stinging her eyes and lungs.

Zaidi did not hesitate amid 
the deafening roar, hose in 
hand, her helmet strapped tight.

The 23-year-old and the rest 
of her fi refi ghting team — all 
men — aimed the jets of water at 

the molten rubber, 
which hissed and 
steamed under the 
torrent. The team 
worked methodical-
ly, every movement 
precise, every second 
critical.

Hours later, the blaze was 
under control. Nearby facto-
ries were spared, no lives were 
lost — though the damage ran 
into tens of thousands of dollars 
(millions of Pakistani rupees).

When the fi refi ghters 
emerged from the smoke, their 
faces streaked with soot, dozens 

of onlookers cheered be-
hind safety lines.

Zaidi’s career — 
like those of other 
women in Paki-
stan's emergen-
cy services — 
underscores the 
gradual inroads 

being made in the 
staunchly patriar-

chal and traditional 

Islamic nation.
Inspiring others 

Some were inspired when 
Shazia Perveen became Paki-
stan's very fi rst woman fi re-
fi ghter in 2010 in eastern Pun-
jab province, where she is now 
a trainer. In Sindh province, 
where Karachi is the capital, 
women started joining fi refi ght-
ing services in 2024 after getting 
their training in Punjab.

And though they still make 
up less than 1 per cent of Paki-
stan's fi refi ghters, authorities 
say more women are likely to 
join fi refi ghting units in the 
coming years in the country of 
255 million.

Most Pakistani women who 
go into professional fi elds 

choose careers as doctors, en-
gineers or teachers, Zaidi said. 
She wanted to show that “we 
can do this too.”

Zaidi's fellow fi refi ghter 
Areeba Taj, also 23, recalled 
missions in Karachi where 
she and her female colleagues 
helped save lives amid chaos 
and smoke.  

Dr Abid Jalaluddin Shaikh, 
chief of the Sindh Emergency 
Service, said Zaidi is one of 
50 women fi refi ghters in the 
province. Another 180 are in 
training as rescue divers, am-
bulance medics and emergency 
responders.

“The focus is no longer on 
breaking taboos," he said. “Now 
we see real results.”

Women breaking taboos in the line of fi re in Pakistan
Syeda Masooma Zaidi is 
a rare sight in a country 
where women fi refi ghters 
were mostly unheard-of 

until 2024

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New York/Washington, Nov 
8: US President Donald Trump 
said it is a “total disgrace” that 
the G20 will be held in South 
Africa later this month, an-
nouncing that no American 
offi cial will attend the Summit 
as long as "human rights abus-
es" against the ethnic minority 
group of Afrikaners continue 
in the country.

Earlier this week, Trump had 
announced that he would not be 
attending the G20 Summit in 
South Africa, as he questioned 
the country's membership in the 
grouping of major economies.

“It is a total disgrace that the 
G20 will be held in South Afri-
ca. Afrikaners (People who are 
descended from Dutch settlers, 
and also French and German 
immigrants) are being killed 
and slaughtered, and their land 
and farms are being illegally 
confi scated,” Trump said in a 
post on Truth Social on Friday. 

“No US Government Offi cial 
will attend as long as these Hu-
man Rights abuses continue. 
I look forward to hosting the 
2026 G20 in Miami, Florida!” he 
added.

In February this year, just 
weeks after being sworn in as 
US President for a second term, 
Trump issued an order con-
demning South Africa's "shock-

ing disregard” of its citizens' 
rights by enacting legislation 
that enabled the South African 
government to seize ethnic mi-
nority Afrikaners' agricultural 
property without compensation.

In the wake of this, Trump 
had said that the US shall not 
provide aid or assistance to 
South Africa and shall pro-
mote the resettlement of Afri-
kaner refugees escaping gov-
ernment-sponsored race-based 
discrimination, including ra-
cially discriminatory property 
confi scation.

In his remarks at a busi-
ness forum in Miami, Florida, 
Wednesday, Trump said, “I am 
not going. We have a G20 meet-
ing in South Africa. South Africa 
shouldn't even be in the Gs any-
more because what's happened 
there is bad. I'm not going. I told 
them I'm not going. I'm not going 
to represent our country there. 
It shouldn't be there.”

The US will take over the 
Presidency of the G20 from 
South Africa and head the 
grouping from December 1, 
2025, through November 30, 
2026. Trump has previously said 
that he will host the G20 leaders 
for the 2026 summit at his golf 
club near Miami.

India was the President of 
the G20 from December 2022 
to November 2023 and host-
ed the 18th G20 Summit in 
New Delhi in September 2023. 
Then-US President Joe Biden 
had travelled to India to attend 
the Summit.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Islamabad, Nov 8: Peace talks 
between Pakistan and Afghan 
Taliban ended without any 
agreement to tackle the thorny 
issues of cross-border terrorism 
as the deadlock persisted, ac-
cording to top offi cials.

The third round of talks be-
gan Thursday and continued 
for two days but it failed to get 
a written commitment from Ka-
bul to take action against Teh-
reek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
militants accused of launching 
an attack against Pakistan by 
using Afghan soil.

Pakistan’s Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif told a private TV 
channel Friday night that the 
negotiations were suspended, 
with "no programme for the 
fourth round of talks". "There 
is a complete deadlock. The 
negotiations have entered an 
indefi nite phase," he said, re-
ported Geo TV.

The minister thanked Turki-
ye and Qatar for their "sincere 
efforts" to mediate tensions 
between the two neighbouring 
countries.

"They support our stance. 
Even the Afghan delegation 
agreed with us; however, they 
were not ready to sign a writ-
ten agreement," he said, adding 
that Pakistan would accept only 
a formal, written accord. 

"They wanted verbal assur-
ances to be accepted, which is 
not possible in international 
negotiations," he noted.

The minister reiterated that 
Pakistan's position remained 

fi rm and clear. “Our only de-
mand is that Afghanistan must 
ensure its soil is not used for 
attacks on Pakistan," he said.

Separately, Information Min-
ister Attaullah Tarar said on 
X Saturday morning that the 
onus lies on Afghan Taliban to 
fulfi l its long-standing interna-
tional, regional, and bilateral 
pledges, regarding control of 
terrorism, in which so far they 
have failed.

"Pakistan does not harbour 
any ill-will against the Afghan 
people. However, it shall nev-
er support the Afghan Taliban 
regime's any measures that are 
detrimental to the interests of 
the Afghan people as well as 
the neighbouring countries," 
Tarar said.

The talks began October 29 in 
Doha with both Qatar and Tur-
kiye mediating between the two 
sides following armed clashes 
between October 11 and 15, 
which caused human losses on 
both sides. The fi rst round end-
ed without any tangible prog-
ress, but the two sides agreed 
to another round October 25 in 
Istanbul, which also remained 
fruitless. The third and latest 
round also met the same fate.

US boycotts G20

It is a total disgrace that 
the G20 will be held in 
South Africa. Afrikaners 

(People who are descended from 
Dutch settlers, and also French 
and German immigrants) are 
being killed and slaughtered, and 
their land and farms are being 
illegally confi scated 

DONALD TRUMP | PRESIDENT, US
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When 
we arrive, 

people say, 'She's 
a girl — how can she 

rescue anyone? Every time 
we save a life, we prove 
that women can also do 

this job

SYEDA MASOOMA ZAIDI

Al Qaeda, ISIS-linked 
groups kidnap Indians
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

Mali, Nov 8: Gunmen have 
kidnapped fi ve Indian nationals 
in Mali, their company and a 
security source said Friday, as 
the west African country reels 
from mounting unrest and ji-
hadist violence.

The workers were kidnapped 
Thursday by gunmen near Ko-
bri, in western Mali, the security 
source told AFP on condition of 
anonymity, saying they were em-
ployed by a company that is work-
ing on electrifi cation projects. "We 
confi rm the kidnapping of fi ve In-
dian nationals," a company rep-
resentative told AFP. "The other 
Indians working for the company 
have been evacuated to Bamako," 
the capital, he added.

Mali, currently ruled by a 
military junta, has been strug-
gling to contain surging unrest 
blamed on criminal groups and 
jihadists linked to Al-Qaeda 
and the Islamic State group.

Kidnappings targeting for-
eigners are common in the coun-
try, which has been plagued by 
coups and confl icts since 2012.

James Watson, DNA
pioneer, passes away
Washington: James D Watson, 
whose co-discovery of the twisted-
ladder structure of DNA in 1953 helped 
light the long fuse on a revolution in 
medicine, crime-fi ghting, genealogy 
and ethics, has died, according to his 
former research lab. He was 97. The 
breakthrough — made when the brash, 
Chicago-born Watson was just 24 — 
turned him into a hallowed fi gure in the 
world of science for decades. But near 
the end of his life, he faced condem-
nation and professional censure for 
offensive remarks, including saying 
Black people are less intelligent than 
white people. Watson shared a 1962 
Nobel Prize with Francis Crick and 
Maurice Wilkins for discovering that 
deoxyribonucleic acid, or DNA, is a 
double helix, consisting of two strands 
that coil around each other to create 
what resembles a long, gently twisting 
ladder. That realization was a break-
through. It instantly suggested how 
hereditary information is stored and 
how cells duplicate their DNA when 
they divide. The duplication begins 
with the two strands of DNA pulling 
apart like a zipper.

RISING UNREST

South Africa assumed the 
year-long G20 Presidency 

December 1, 2024, and 
will host the grouping's 
leaders for a Summit 

meeting in Johannesburg 
from November 22 to 23, 

the fi rst time that the G20 
Summit will be held on 

African soil

If there is any attack 
from Afghan soil, we will 
respond accordingly

KHAWAJA ASIF | 
DEFENCE MINISTER, PAKISTAN

Pak-Afghan talks collapse again
BORDER TENSIONS

Negotiations between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 
ended without agreement, 

underscoring deep 
mistrust between the 

neighbours 

7,764 Afghan nationals arrested 
during the week ending Nov 1

Arrests, detentions surged by 
146% in the week 

Crackdown was concentrated in 
Balochistan, which accounted 
for 86% of the arrests

CRACKDOWN ON 
AFGHANIS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Khan Younis (Gaza Strip), 
Nov 8: Gaza health offi cials 
say that over 69,000 Palestin-
ians have been killed in the 
Israel-Hamas war so far.

Gaza's Health Ministry said 
Saturday that the death toll has 
climbed to 69,169, with another 
170,685 wounded since Hamas' 
October 7, 2023, attack into Is-
rael.

The latest jump in deaths 
is attributed to more bodies 
being recovered under the 
rubble since the ceasefi re was 
announced in the devastated 
strip, and also because of the 
identifi cation of previously 
unidentifi ed bodies. 

The announcement comes 

after Israel Saturday returned 
the bodies of 15 Palestinians to 
Gaza, a day after militants re-

turned the remains of a hostage 
to Israel under the terms of the 
tenuous ceasefi re agreement in 

the two-year war.
The exchange marked anoth-

er step forward for the tenuous, 
US-brokered truce. As part of 
the deal, Israel has returned the 
remains of 15 Palestinians for 
each Israeli hostage.

The Nasser Hospital in the 
city of Khan Younis said the 15 
bodies were brought there. 

The return came shortly 
after Israel confi rmed the re-
mains given back Friday night 
were of an Israeli man who 
died while fi ghting Hamas in 
the militants' October 7, 2023, 
attack that started the war. 
The hostage's body was iden-
tifi ed as that of Lior Rudaeff, 
according to a statement from 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu's offi ce.

GAZA 
CARNAGE Palestinian death toll tops 69K
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business
APPLE SPOTLIGHTS THIRD-PARTY APPS 
REDESIGNED WITH LIQUID GLASS TECH
US tech giant Apple has launched a new section on its 
Developer website featuring third-party apps redesigned 
with its Liquid Glass design language, launched with 
iOS 26 in September.  This move from Apple highlights 
the adoption of the translucent aesthetic and adaptive 
layouts across the ecosystem. The new gallery highlights 
how “teams of all sizes are taking advantage of the new 
design and Liquid Glass to create natural, responsive 
experiences across Apple platforms,” the company said

The government is fully 
committed to catalysing 

private sector R&D through bold 
reforms, `1 lakh crore Research, 
Development and Innovation 
(RDI) Fund, for instance, has been 
designed to mitigate commercial 
risks and support long-gestation, 
high-impact technologies, and a 
fi rst-of-its’s-kind initiative 
ABHAY KARANDIKAR | DST SECRETARY

Signature Global 
posts loss
New Delhi: Realty fi rm 
Signature Global has 
reported a consolidated 
net loss of `46.86 crore for 
the July-September period 
of FY26 on lower income. 
In the year-ago period, it 
cloked a net profi t of `4.15 
crore. Total income fell to 
`372.51 crore in the second 
quarter of this fi scal from 
`777.42 crore a year ago, 
according to a regulatory 
fi ling, Friday. For the fi rst 
six months of this fi scal, the 
company posted a net loss 
of `12.42 crore as against a 
net profi t of `10.94 crore in 
the year-ago period.Total 
income rose to `1,270.86 
crore in April-September 
2025 from `1,205.40 crore in 
the corresponding period of 
the preceding year.

JSW Cement profi t up
New Delhi: JSW Cement 
Ltd has reported a profi t of 
`75.36 crore for September 
quarter FY26, led by double-
digit gain in sales volume.
The company had incurred 
a loss of `75.82 crore in the 
July-September period a 
year ago, according to a 
regulatory fi ling from JSW 
Cement, part of the $23 
billion JSW group, Friday. 
Revenue from operations 
was at `1,436.43 crore in 
September quarter FY26 
as against `1,223.71 crore 
a year ago. Total expenses 
were at `1,348.72 crore in 
the quarter. Total volume 
sales were at 3.11 Million 
Tonnes (MT) in Q2/FY26 
as against 2.71 MT in the 
corresponding second 
quarter of FY25. Total 
income, which includes 
other income of the 
company, was at `1,460.06 
crore in the September 
quarter.  In the fi rst half (H1) 
of FY26, total consolidated 
income of JSW Cement was 
at `3,041.93 crore. Total net 
debt was at `3,231 crore as 
on September 30, 2025.

SBC Exports 
profi t doubles
New Delhi: SBC Exports 
Ltd, Saturday said its 
consolidated profi t after tax 
surged twofold to `11.36 
crore in September quarter 
FY26 on the back of new 
order wins. It had reported a 
profi t after tax (PAT) of `5.36 
crore in the year-ago period, 
a company statement 
said. Revenue jumped by 
28.49 per cent to `84.70 
crore in the second quarter 
compared to `65.98 crore 
in the year-ago period. In 
the April-September period, 
PAT jumped 38.76 per cent 
year-on-year to `14.82 crore. 
Revenue rose by 19.32 per 
cent to `157.15 crore during 
the six-month period, the 
statement said.

SHORT TAKES

India's oil 
refi ning story 
is a story of 

growth, innovation 
and self-suffi cien-
cy. From meeting 
domestic demand 
to fuelling global markets, the 
journey has been remarkable

HARDEEP SINGH PURI | MINISTER 
OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS

India, Aus re-
affi rmed their 
commitment 

to work construc-
tively towards the 
early conclusion 
of balanced and 
mutually benefi cial CECA (com-
prehensive economic cooperation 
agreement) 

PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE 
AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

uoteu

The market 
currently 
appears to 

be in a pause-and-
assess phase, with 
participants wait-
ing for clearer cues 
from the US dollar and Treasury 
yields before committing to larger 
positions

CHIRAG DOSHI | CIO, LGT WEALTH INDIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 8: In a sig-
nifi cant move to unlock the 
potential of India's vast ma-
rine resources, the Centre has 
notifi ed new rules for deep-sea 
fi shing in the country's Exclu-
sive Economic Zone (EEZ), with 
a focus on empowering fi sher-
men, cooperatives and small-
scale fi shers, while banning 
foreign vessels from operating 
in Indian waters.

The rules, notifi ed, November 
4, fulfi l the Budget 2025-26 an-
nouncements and are expected 
to open new avenues for India's 
marine fi sheries sector, particu-
larly in tapping high-value tuna 
resources that have remained 
largely underutilised despite 
neighbouring countries harvest-
ing them in the Indian Ocean re-
gion, the fi shery ministry said 
in a statement.

The new framework priori-
tises Fishermen Cooperative 
Societies and Fish Farmer Pro-
ducer Organisations (FFPOs) 
for undertaking deep-sea fi shing 
operations using technological-
ly advanced vessels.

A key innovation is the intro-
duction of the mother-and-child 
vessel concept, which allows 
mid-sea transhipment under 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) reg-
ulations, particularly benefi cial 
for the Andaman & Nicobar and 
Lakshadweep Islands, which ac-

count for 49 per cent of India's 
EEZ area.

To protect the marine eco-
system, the rules ban harmful 
fi shing practices such as LED 
light fi shing, pair trawling and 
bull trawling.

Minimum legal sizes for fi sh 
species will be prescribed, and 
Fisheries Management Plans 
will be developed in consulta-
tion with stakeholders, includ-
ing state governments.

Under the new rules, mech-
anised and large-sized moto-
rised vessels will require an 
Access Pass, which can be ob-
tained free of cost through the 
online ReALCRaft portal.

Traditional and small-scale 
fi shers operating motorised 
or non-motorised crafts are 
exempted. The digital system 
is designed to be time-bound, 
allowing boat owners to apply 
with minimal documentation 
and track applications in real 
time without visiting any offi ce.

Currently, around 2.38 lakh 
fi shing vessels across 13 coastal 
states and Union Territories are 
registered on the portal. While 
about 1.72 lakh smaller vessels 
are exempt, some 64,187 mech-
anised fi shing vessels will be re-
quired to obtain Access Passes 
for EEZ operations.

Crucially, foreign fi shing ves-
sels are not allowed to get access 
pass under any arrangements, 
to safeguard the interests of 

small-scale fi shers.
The ReALCRaft portal is be-

ing integrated with the Marine 
Products Export Development 
Authority (MPEDA) and the 
Export Inspection Council 
(EIC) for issuing Fish Catch 
and Health Certifi cates, key re-
quirements for exporting sea-
food to premium international 
markets. This integrated digi-
tal system ensures end-to-end 
traceability, sanitary compli-
ance and eco-labelling, enhanc-
ing the global competitiveness 
of Indian marine products.

The rules also bring regula-
tory reforms recognising fi sh 
resources from the Indian EEZ 
beyond the contiguous zone as 
'Indian origin' under revenue 
and customs norms, so that 
they are not treated as 'imports' 
while landing at Indian ports.

The government will pro-
vide comprehensive support 
through training programmes, 
international exposure visits 
and capacity-building initia-
tives across the value chain, 
including processing, value 
addition, marketing, branding 
and exports. Access to credit 
will be facilitated under fl agship 
schemes such as the Pradhan 
Mantri Matsya Sampada Yoja-
na (PMMSY) and the Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Infrastructure 
Development Fund (FIDF).

To ensure safety and securi-
ty, the rules mandate the use of 
transponders for deep-sea fi sh-
ing vessels and QR-coded Aad-
haar Card/Fishers ID Card for 
identifi cation.

The ReALCraft application 
has been integrated with the 
Nabhmitra Application used by 
fi shermen for safe navigation, 
which will also help marine en-
forcement agencies, including 
the Indian Coast Guard and Na-
vy, strengthen coastal security.

India's 11,099 km coastline 
and EEZ of over 23 lakh square 
kilometres provide livelihood to 
more than 50 lakh people in the 
fi shing community.

Centre notifies new 
deep-sea fishing rules

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Nov 8: ChatGPT 
maker OpenAI is facing more 
lawsuits from families who 
claim that the AI Company’s 
GPT-4o model was released 
prematurely, which allegedly 
contributed to suicides and 
psychological harm, according 
to reports. 

US-based OpenAI released 
the GPT-4o model in May 2024, 
when it became the default 
model for all users.

In August, OpenAI launched 
GPT-5 as the successor to GPT-
4o, but “these lawsuits partic-

ularly concern the 4o model, 
which had known issues with 
being overly sycophantic or ex-
cessively agreeable, even when 
users expressed harmful inten-
tions,” according to a report in 
TechCrunch.

The report said that while 
four of the lawsuits address 
ChatGPT’s alleged role in fam-
ily members’ suicides, three 
claim that ChatGPT reinforced 
harmful delusions that in some 
cases resulted in inpatient psy-
chiatric care.

According to the report, 
the lawsuits also claim that 
OpenAI rushed safety test-

ing to beat Google’s Gemini 
to market.

OpenAI was yet to comment 
on the report.

Recent legal fi lings allege 
that ChatGPT can encourage 
suicidal people to act on their 
plans and inspire dangerous 
delusions.

“OpenAI recently released 
data stating that over one mil-
lion people talk to ChatGPT 
about suicide weekly,” the re-
port mentioned.

In a recent blog post, Ope-
nAI said that it worked with 
more than 170 mental health 
experts to help ChatGPT more 
reliably recognise signs of dis-
tress, respond with care, and 
guide people toward real-world 
support–reducing responses 

that fall short of our desired 
behaviour by 65-80 per cent.

“We believe ChatGPT can 
provide a supportive space for 
people to process what they’re 
feeling, and guide them to 
reach out to friends, family, 
or a mental health profession-
al when appropriate,” it noted.

“Going forward, in addition 
to our longstanding baseline 
safety metrics for suicide and 
self-harm, we are adding emo-
tional reliance and non-suicid-
al mental health emergencies 
to our standard set of baseline 
safety testing for future model 
releases,” OpenAI added.

Families sue OpenAI over alleged suicides, psychological harm
The report said that while four of the lawsuits address ChatGPT’s alleged role in family members’ suicides, three 

claims that ChatGPT reinforced harmful delusions that in some cases resulted in inpatient psychiatric care

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Nov 8:The Secu-
rities and Exchange Board 
of India (SEBI) has issued a 
warning to investors regard-
ing “digital gold” or e-gold 
products available online, 
stating that all such offerings 
operate outside the securities 
regulatory framework and hold 
signifi cant risks for investors. 

This situation may expose 
buyers to considerable coun-
terparty and operational risks, 
as these products are neither 
classifi ed as securities nor 
regulated as commodity de-
rivatives.

“It has come to the notice 
of SEBI that some digital/
online platforms are offering 
investors to invest in ‘Digital 
Gold/E-Gold Products’. Digi-
tal Gold is being marketed as 
an alternative for investment 
in physical gold,” the market 
regulator said in a statement.

SEBI informed that such dig-
ital gold products are different 
from SEBI regulated gold prod-

ucts as they are neither noti-
fi ed as securities nor regulated 
as commodity derivatives.

They operate entirely out-
side the purview of SEBI. Such 
digital gold products may en-
tail signifi cant risks for inves-
tors and may expose investors 
to counterparty and operation-
al risks, the statement said.

SEBI clarifi ed that none of 
the investor protection mech-
anisms under securities mar-
ket purview shall be available 
for investments in such digital 
gold or E-Gold products.

Various online platforms 
and jewellers are promoting 
digital gold with minimal in-
vestment options, starting at 
`10 or `100. They are also high-
lighting features like anytime 
buy/sell and the ability to re-
deem for physical jewellery.

SEBI emphasised that in-
vestment in gold can be made 
through regulated channels, 
including exchange-traded 
commodity derivatives, gold 
exchange-traded funds from 
mutual funds, and electronic 
gold receipts that can be trad-
ed on stock exchanges. These 
investments are facilitated by 
SEBI-registered intermediaries 
and are subject to the regula-
tor's framework.

India’s gold exchange-traded 
funds saw $850 million in net 
infl ows in October, taking the 
total to a record $3.05 billion, 
the highest-ever for a single 
year, according to the World 
Gold Council data.

SEBI warns investors about 
unregulated digital gold

SEBI informed that such 
digital gold products are 

different from SEBI 
regulated gold 

products as they are 
neither notifi ed as 

securities nor regulated as 
commodity derivatives

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Nov 8: The Min-
istry of Electronics and IT, 
Saturday announced plans 
for AI-based eKYC and global 
credential verifi cation in the 
DigiLocker platform. 

The platform has evolved 
from a secure document stor-
age service into a trust layer 
that connects citizens with 
ministries and departments, 
according to an offi cial state-
ment.

National e-Governance Divi-
sion (NeGD), Ministry of Elec-
tronics and IT organised the 
National Conference on Dig-
iLocker to discuss and show-
case how DigiLocker evolves 
into a cornerstone of trust, 
convenience, and effi ciency 
across government, education, 
and industry sectors.

The conference underscored 
the transformative role of 
DigiLocker in facilitating pa-
perless governance, inclusive 
education, and secure digital 
services.

“DigiLocker serves as the 

trust layer connecting citi-
zens, ministries, and depart-
ments- enabling secure, in-
teroperable, and accountable 
digital governance. Our vision 
is a future where every digital 
interaction is trusted, every 
citizen empowered, and every 
institution accountable” said S 
Krishnan, Secretary of MeitY, 
who chaired the conference.

Krishnan said that the plat-
form advances India's digital 
journey from connectivity to 
capability, service delivery 
to self-reliance and now from 
digitalisation towards trust.

Abhishek Singh, Addition-
al Secretary of the Ministry of 
Electronics and IT, outlined 
the future of DigiLocker with 
AI-based eKYC and global cre-
dential verifi cation, position-
ing it as a global model for 
paperless governance.

Presentations were made 
on integration of Digi Locker 
with Pension and Treasury 
systems in Maharashtra and 
with over 500 services through 
Sewa Setu Portal in Assam, 
the statement noted.

Govt plans AI-based eKYC in DigiLocker

Jharsuguda: Vedanta Aluminium, India’s largest producer of aluminium, 
observed National Cancer Awareness Day by organised an awareness session 
at Women’s College, Jharsuguda. The initiative aimed to educate young women 
on cancer prevention, early detection, and healthy lifestyle choices, reinforcing 
Vedanta’s commitment to community health and wellbeing. Medical experts 
engaged with students on key topics such as early symptoms, the importance 
of regular screening, and risk factors including tobacco use, poor diet, and 
stress. The interactive session encouraged students to share personal experi-
ences and ask questions, helping dispel myths and stigma surrounding cancer. 
Speaking on the occasion, C Chandru, CEO, Vedanta Jharsuguda, said, “At 
Vedanta, we believe that community development begins with well-informed 
and empowered individuals. Increased health awareness can make a tangible 
difference in the lives of entire families. Through such initiatives, we aim to 
nurture healthy and resilient communities that make informed health choices.” 
Participant Ansu Kumari Rai, a student of Women’s College, shared, “This 
session helped us overcome fear and understand cancer better, replacing 
uncertainty with knowledge and confi dence.” Vedanta Jharsuguda regularly 
undertakes initiatives in healthcare, education, women’s empowerment, and 
livelihood development. Its partnerships with government and community 
organizations continue to create tangible health outcomes in rural Odisha.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Nov 8: Moody's 
Ratings has downgraded ANI 
Technologies Pvt Ltd, the par-
ent company of ride-hailing 
fi rm Ola, from ‘B3’ to ‘Caa1' 
and changed the outlook to 
negative. 

The downgrade is attributed 
to weakening fi nancial perfor-
mance, reduced liquidity, and 
an increased risk of violating 
loan covenants. The global 
credit rating agency reported a 
decline in operating cash fl ows 
and an increase in refi nancing 
risks due to slower revenue 
growth and ongoing losses.

"Moody's Ratings (Moody's) 
has downgraded ANI Technol-
ogies Pvt Ltd's (Ola) corporate 
family rating (CFR) and the 
rating on the guaranteed senior 
secured term loan borrowed by 
OLA Netherlands BV, to Caa1 
from B3. The loan is guaranteed 
by Ola," the release said.

Moody’s reported that ongo-
ing operational challenges led 
to a higher-than-expected cash 
burn in the six months ending 
September 30, 2025, decreasing 
cash reserves from $90 million 
in March 2025 and limiting 
headroom under the term-loan 
covenant. “A covenant breach 
constitutes an event of default 
and accelerates repayment of 
Ola's $65 million loan due De-
cember 2026. Ola must main-
tain cash equal to 40 per cent 
of the outstanding loan, at least 
$26 million, to comply with the 
covenant,” the release added.

Intense competition in India's 
ride-hailing sector will result in 
continued cash burn over the 
next 12 months. As such, the 
company will have to rely on 
external funding sources to re-
fi nance its upcoming loan ma-
turity, the ratings agency said.

The ratings fi rm has deemed 
Ola's liquidity weak, indicating 
that available cash may fall 
substantially short of covering 
upcoming debt maturities and 
capital spending needs through 
December 2026. Moody’s said 
that Ola is considering options 
such as a potential initial pub-
lic offering and selling its 3.64 
percent at approximately $90 
million. 

Moody’s rating 
changes OLA outlook

Vedanta observes national cancer awareness day TPCODL promotes solar energy awareness 
Cuttack: TP Central Odisha Distribution Limited (TPCODL), a joint 
venture between Tata Power and the Government of Odisha, has set 
up a Solar Energy Awareness and Engagement Camp at the historic 
Baliyatra Fair in Cuttack. The initiative aims to educate consumers 
about the benefi ts of renewable energy and encourage adoption of 
rooftop solar systems under the PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana – 
Utility-Led Aggregation (ULA) model. Commenting on the initiative, 
Arvind Singh, CEO, TPCODL, said, “Baliyatra is a great platform to 
engage with the public and promote clean, affordable energy. Through 
this initiative, we aim to empower consumers to embrace rooftop solar 
under the PM Surya Ghar – ULA scheme, becoming proud contributors 
to a greener, energy-secure Odisha.”
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Cairo, Nov 8: Two-time Olym-
pian Elavenil Valarivan came 
up with a heart-stopping perfor-
mance before signing off with a 
bronze medal in women's 10m 
air rifl e event while veteran ar-
my marksman Ravinder Singh 
brought India more glory by 
clinching gold in men's 50m 
free pistol at the ISSF World 
Championships, here Saturday.

On a day when the 26-year-
old Elavenil looked good to 
take the top podium spot after 
grabbing the lead in the fi nal, a 
heartbreak moment happened 
when she scored a 10.0 on the 
19th shot to slip to third from 
where she lost momentum and 
could manage a poor 9.9 on 
the 22nd shot to fi nish in third 
place with a score of 232.0.

South Korea's Ban Hyojin 
won with a score of 255.0, while 
China's Wang Zifei, who trailed 
Valarivan till the 19th shot, 
took the silver with a score of 
254.0 in the highly-competitive 
Olympic event.

The Indian women's team 
of Elavenil, Meghana Sajjanar 
and Shreya Agrawal won the 
bronze with an aggregate of 
1893.3, while China (1901.7) 
and South Korea (1899.9) took 
the gold and silver respectively.

In the qualifi cation round, 
whose scores are considered 
for team medals, Valarivan 
shot 633.4, while Meghana and 
Shreya scored 631.2 and 628.7 

respectively.
Valarivan's 633.4 helped her 

make it to the eight-player in-
dividual fi nal in fi fth place, 
while Meghana fi nished 17th 
and Shreya 33rd.

Ravinder Singh, the 29-year-
old Naik Subeadar in the Indi-
an Army, achieved the biggest 
success in his shooting career 
by winning gold in 50m pistol, 

a non-Olympic discipline.
Ravinder, who hails from 

Bishnah town in Jammu & 
Kashmir, had won an individ-
ual bronze in the 2023 edition of 
the Worlds in Baku.

Ravinder, who has been 
in and out of the India squad 
since 2019, shot a superb 569 to 
take the top spot ahead of Kim 
Cheongyong of South Korea, 

who shot 556, and Individual 
Neutral Athlete (AIN) Anton 
Aristarkhov (556) who settled 
for the bronze.

The National Games silver 
medallist in 10m air pistol 
earlier this year, started with 
a low score of 93 but gathered 
momentum to score 98, 94, 95, 
93 and 96 in the next fi ve rounds 
to aggregate 569 in a fi eld of 47 
shooters.

The Indian team, comprising 
Ravinder (569), Kamaljeet (540) 
and Yogesh Kumar (537), took 
the silver with an aggregate of 
1646. South Korea totalled 1648 
to win the gold medal, while 
Ukraine took the bronze with 
a combined total of 1644.
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Brisbane, Nov 8: India raced 
to 52 for no loss in 4.5 overs be-
fore rain forced their fi fth and 
fi nal T20I against Australia to 
be washed out at The Gabba in 
Brisbane on Saturday. With per-
sistent rain and lightning forcing 
the game’s abandonment, India 
clinched the fi ve-match series 2-1. 

The result marks India’s fi fth 
consecutive T20I series win over 
Australia, and also shows their 
dominance over their opponents 
in the shortest format. Openers 
Abhishek Sharma (23 not out) 
and Shubman Gill (29 not out) 
gave India a brisk start before 
the skies opened up and even-
tually didn’t give any room for 
a restart – the second such in-
stance of a no result in the series.

Before rain halted the pro-
ceedings, left-handed opener 
Abhishek Sharma survived ear-
ly chances to be unbeaten on 23 
while Shubman Gill hit glorious 
boundaries to be 29 not out.

After India were inserted in-
to batting fi rst, Abhishek was 
dropped twice in the powerplay 
- fi rst by Glenn Maxwell at long-
off off Ben Dwarshuis, and then 
by Dwarshuis himself on the 
boundary after he miscued a 
pull against Nathan Ellis.

Despite the nervy start, 
Abhishek capitalised on the 
reprieves to hit two glorious 
boundaries and reached the 
1000-run milestone in T20Is in 
just his 28th innings since mak-
ing his debut in July 2024.

While Abhishek rode his luck, 
Gill looked assured at the other 
end by hitting six boundaries to 

give India early momentum, be-
fore rain forced them to go off the 
fi eld. With a severe weather alert 
displayed on the scoreboard in 
the stadium, spectators in the 
front rows had to be evacuated 
to the stands with shelters.

With heavy rain lashing the 
stadium, as per the weather ra-
dar, it eventually had a say in 
deciding the match. In the three 

games that happened in the 
series, Australia won in Mel-
bourne, before India stormed 
back to win games in Hobart 
and Gold Coast.

BRIEF SCORES
India 52 for no loss in 4.5 overs 

(Shubman Gill 29 not out, 
Abhishek Sharma 23 not out) 

against Australia

Abhishek, Gill thunder 
before skies open up
INDIA CLINCH 2-1 SERIES WIN AFTER RAIN FORCES 

WASHOUT IN BRISBANE IN 5TH T20I

1000 T20I runs: Abhishek 
smashes multiple feats 
History was made as Abhishek Sharma reached the 1,000-run 

milestone in T20 internationals, claiming both the world record for 
the fastest in terms of balls faced for a single country and becoming the 
fastest Indian to reach the mark in terms of matches. Abhishek achieved 
the record in the 5th T20I against Australia, reaching the 4-digit score 
in 528 balls at the Gabba in Brisbane Saturday. The left-handed batter 
shattered the previous global record, which belonged to Australia's Tim 
David. In comparison, India's T20I captain Suryakumar Yadav previously 
held second place, having taken 573 balls, with New Zealand's Finn 
Allen sitting third (611 balls). When it comes to overall balls faced in 
T20Is, David now stands 6th in the list, having faced 614 balls to reach 
1000 runs in T20Is, but this record consists of matches played for both 

Singapore and Australia. Furthermore, Abhishek narrowly 
missed out on breaking a record held by Virat Kohli, 

who reached the 1,000-run mark in 27 innings from 29 
matches. Abhishek, on the other hand, reached the 
landmark in 28 innings. Abhishek, hence, is also the 
fastest Indian to reach the 1000-run milestone in 
T20Is in terms of matches played. 

VETERAN ARMY MARKSMAN 
RAVINDER SINGH HUNTS GOLD 

AT 50M FREE PISTOL

TWO-TIME OLYMPIAN ELAVENIL 
VALARIVAN NAILS BRONZE AT 

10M AIR RIFLE

ISSF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

ISL crisis: Mohun Bagan hit
Kolkata: Reigning Indian Super 
League champions Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant Saturday 
suspended all their football 
activities indefi nitely a day 
after the AIFF failed to receive a 
single bid for ISL's commercial 
rights, and said they will review 
contracts of players and support 
staff next month. Late Friday, 
the AIFF announced that it had 
not received any bid for the 
commercial rights of the already 
delayed ISL, leaving the future of 
the country's domestic football 
into disarray. "Our players were 
to assemble on Monday for the 
camp from next day. But now 
our camp has been suspended 
indefi nitely till there is clarity 
on the Indian Super League,” a 
Mohun Bagan offi cial told PTI. 
"Now that the season is delayed 
with uncertainty on ISL, we 
will review all contracts next 
month. But we have not stopped 
anybody's salary, everyone is 
paid,” the offi cial added. The 
AIFF had fl oated the Request 
for Proposals on October 16 for 
a 15-year contract to monetise 
the league's commercial rights. 
The submission deadline was 
November 7, with bids scheduled 
to be opened November 11.

Raahul India’s 91st GM
New Delhi: Indian chess player 
Raahul VS has become the 
country's 91st Grandmaster 
after winning the sixth ASEAN 
Individual Championship with 
a round to spare. The 21-year-
old, who is also an Asian junior 
champion, had attained the title of 
International Master in 2021, when 
he secured his fourth and fi fth IM 
norms before crossing the 2400 
mark in live ratings. "Heartiest 
congratulations to Raahul V S for 
clinching the ASEAN Individual 
Championship with a round 
to spare and, in the process, 
becoming the 91st Grandmaster 
of the nation! Wishing you many 
more milestones ahead and 
continued success in making 
Bharat proud," All India Chess 
Federation (AICF) President Nitin 
Narang posted on X.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Nov 8: The crick-
et boards of India and Pakistan 
have managed to "break the ice" 
on the Asia Cup trophy dispute 
and will work towards fi nding 
a plausible solution in the 
coming days, BCCI secretary 

Devajit Saikia told PTI after 
meeting PCB chairman Mohsin 
Naqvi on the sidelines of an ICC 
gathering in Dubai.

The Asia Cup Trophy wasn't 
presented to India by Naqvi, 
who also happens to be the Asian 
Cricket Council (ACC) chairper-
son, after the winning team re-
fused to accept it from him due 
to his anti-India position.

Suryakumar Yadav's men 
defeated Pakistan in the fi nal 
of the T20 event held in Dubai 
on September 28.

"I was a part of both the infor-
mal and formal meeting of the 
ICC. PCB chairperson Mohsin 
Naqvi was also present. During 
the course of a formal meeting, 

it was not on agenda but ICC 
facilitated a meeting between 
myself and the PCB chief sep-

arately in the presence of a 
senior ICC offi ce-bearer and 
another senior offi cial," Saikia 

told PTI Saturday.
The trophy has been lying at 

the ACC headquarters in Dubai 
with the staff there instructed 
by Naqvi to not move it without 
his permission. Naqvi, who is 
also the interior minister of 
Pakistan, has insisted that the 
Indians will have to accept the 
top prize from him.

"Both sides will work out 
something to solve the issue at 
the earliest. The ice has been 
broken now, so various options 
will be worked out. "There will 
be options from the other side 
as well and we will also give 
options on how to settle this 
issue and come to an amicable 
solution," Saikia said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Riyadh, Nov 8: No 1 ranked 
Aryna Sabalenka reached the 
title match at the WTA Finals 
for the fi rst time in three years 
after overcoming Amanda 
Anisimova 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 in the 
semifi nals.

Sabalenka will play fi rst-
time fi nalist Elena Rybakina 
Saturday.

No 6 Rybakina beat No 5 Jes-
sica Pegula 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 on the 
back of 15 aces.

Sabalenka was pushed to the 
brink by No 4 Anisimova, who 
matched Sabalenka's power and 
aggression for more than two 
hours in a rematch of the US 
Open fi nal.

The fi rst set lasted an hour. 
Anisimova missed fi ve break 
chances and racked up 24 un-
forced errors. But she halved 
that in the second set and broke 

Sabalenka three times to force 
a deciding set.

Sabalenka made the decisive 
break for 4-3.

“Honestly, I wouldn't care if 
I would've lost this match be-
cause I think we played an in-
credible match and both of us 
deserve this place in the fi nals,” 
Sabalenka said. "That was an 

incredible fi ght and I'm super 
happy to get the win.”

Rybakina, the 2022 Wim-
bledon champion from Ka-

zakhstan, has won all four of 
her matches this week, and 
clinched the win over Pegula 
on her fi rst match point.

“It was not easy to come back 
but I'm glad I managed to fi nd 
my way in the second set and 
win it in this three-sets battle,” 
Rybakina said. “The serve, 
when I needed it, helped me.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nagpur, Nov 8: Odisha began 
their Ranji Trophy campaign 
with discipline and determina-
tion after winning the toss and 
electing to fi eld against Vidarbha 
at the Jamtha Stadium in Nag-
pur. Their bowlers stuck to the 
basics, maintaining tight lines 
throughout the day to restrict the 
hosts to 234 for 5 after 90 overs.

Rajesh Mohanty led the 
attack with precision, bowl-
ing long spells that tested the 
Vidarbha top order. His fi gures 
of 2 for 34 in 20 overs, includ-
ing fi ve maidens, refl ected his 
control and consistency. Tapas 
Kumar Das complemented him 
perfectly from the other end, 
returning equally impressive 
fi gures of 2 for 29 in 17 overs 
with six maidens. Together, 
they ensured Vidarbha never 

ran away with the game.
Despite Dhruv Shorey’s un-

beaten 128 anchoring the Vidar-
bha innings, Odisha’s bowlers 
deserve credit for keeping the 
scoring rate in check, with nei-
ther batter fi nding runs easily. 
The fi elding unit backed the 

bowlers well, maintaining pres-
sure throughout a testing day 
on a fl at surface.

As the teams head into Day 
2, Odisha will aim to wrap up 
the Vidarbha innings early and 
give their batters a platform to 
take control of the match.

Ravinder hits bullseye, Elavenil bags bronze

We were blessed 
with a child after more 
than seven years of 

marriage. She has 
brought me luck
                                    RAVINDER SINGH

RANJI TROPHY

Odisha bowlers keep Vidarbha in check

Sabalenka, Rybakina to fi ght for WTA Finals glory

 No 1 Sabalenka breaks three 
year long streak 

 No 6 Rybakina becomes fi rst-
time fi nalist

The trophy wasn't 
presented to Men in 
Blue by Naqvi after 
the winning team 

refused to accept it 
from him due to his 
anti-India position

Ice broken with PCB, options being worked out: BCCI
ASIA CUP TROPHY FIASCO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Panaji (Goa) Nov 8: World 
champion D Gukesh bowed 
out of the Chess World Cup, 
losing the third-round match 
to Frederik Svane of Germa-
ny, while Arjun Erigaisi and 
R Praggnanandhaa made it to 
the last-32 stage, here Saturday.

Gukesh lost the second game 
of the third round under nor-
mal time control against a sea-
soned opponent known to be a 
fi erce competitor.

It was an Italian opening 
wherein Gukesh went wrong 
in judging the position when 
it was just about equal. With 
the world champion landing 
into a worse knight-and-pawns 
endgame, it meant that only the 
black had a chance and Svane 
made history by showcasing 

his immaculate skills in the 
endgame.

Erigaisi and Praggnanand-
haa had little trouble securing 
the last-32 berths, defeating 
Shamsiddin Vokhidov of Uz-
bekistan and Robert Hovhanni-
syan of Armenia respectively.

A draw was enough for Erigai-
si to take him to the next round 
while Praggnanandhaa played 
a fi ne game to win after he had 
drawn the opener Friday.

WORLD CHESS CUP

World champion Gukesh bows out 

I have been waiting for this 
tournament. 

When I got to 
know we're 
going to Aus-
tralia for the 
T20Is, I was 

very excited
ABHISHEK SHARMA 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Sao Paulo, Nov 8: Lando Nor-
ris won Saturday's sprint race 
at the Formula 1 Brazilian 
Grand Prix and widened his 
lead in the drivers' champion-
ship race to nine points after 
his teammate and main rival 
Oscar Piastri failed to fi nish 
the 24 laps at the historic and 
partially wet Interlagos track.

Norris, who started in pole 
position, added eight points 
and now has 365 in the stand-
ings. Piastri, who spun on turn 
3 and crashed onto the wall as 
did Alpine's Franco Colapinto, 
remains with 356 ahead of Sun-
day's race.

The McLaren driver fi n-
ished ahead of Mercedes' Kimi 
Antonelli and George Russell 
in a sprint race that was also 
marked by crashes, including 
a hard hit of home-crowd favor-
ite Gabriel Bortoleto onto the 
wall in the fi nal lap. Red Bull's 
Max Verstappen ended in 4th 
position. 

Norris leads Mclaren
BRAZILIAN GRAND PRIX
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