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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Only half-baked democracies 
sentence their leaders to death. 
Mature ones keep them in jail or 

push them to defl ect

India to buy LPG from US
AGENCIES

New Delhi, Nov 17: As In-
dia and US continue nego-
tiations on a bilateral trade 
agreement, Indian public 
sector oil companies have fi -
nalised a one-year contract 
to import approximately 2.2 
million tonnes per annum 
(MTPA) of liquefi ed petro-
leum gas (LPG) from the US 
starting in 2026. The deal is 
expected to contribute to nar-
rowing India’s trade surplus 
with the US—a key concern 
for President Donald Trump, 
who has recently imposed a 
50% tariff on Indian exports 
to America. US offi cials had 
earlier alleged that India has 
indirectly supported Rus-
sia’s war efforts in Ukraine 
through ongoing energy pur-
chases. Although President 
Trump had stated that India 
agreed to halt Russian oil im-
ports, India has continued to 
procure discounted Russian 
crude to meet domestic en-
ergy needs. India currently 
sources the bulk of its LPG 

requirements from West 
Asian suppliers, including 
Qatar, the UAE, and Saudi 
Arabia. The new agreement 
positions the United States 
as an increasingly import-
ant contributor to India’s 
energy mix. Observers note 
that this move may also re-
fl ect a strategic shift aimed at 
strengthening public sector 
oil companies, potentially 
tightening competitive pres-
sures on private-sector play-
ers within India’s petroleum 
market.

Union Oil Minister Hard-
eep Singh Puri took to X to 
announce the LPG deal.

“A historic fi rst! One of 
the largest and the world’s 
fastest growing LPG mar-
kets opens up to the United 
States,” he said. 

India imports about 65% 

of its LPG consumption of 
31 million tonnes. It spo-
radically imported cargos 
from the US but this is the 
fi rst time it has entered into 
a structured contract. 

State-owned Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOC), Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation 
Ltd (BPCL) and Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation Ltd 
(HPCL) will import about 
48 very-large gas carriers 
of LPG in 2026. The supplies 
will be made by super ma-
jors Chevron, Phillips and 
TotalEnergies Trading SA.

India has offered to raise 
energy imports from the US 
as part of the bilateral trade 
deal that has been under dis-
cussions for the past couple 
of months. 

New Delhi buys about 8% 
of its crude oil - the raw ma-
terial for making petrol and 
diesel - from the US. In the 
fi rst half of 2025, India im-
ported about 2,71,000 barrels 
per day (bpd) of US crude, up 
51 per cent from 1,80,000 bpd 
in H1 2024.

BHUBANESWAR: Popular singer Humane 
Sagar died Monday while undergoing 
treatment at All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) here, a bulletin issued 
by the health facility said. He was 34. 
Sagar was admitted to the premier health 
facility Friday as he was diagnosed with 

bilateral pneumonia, acute on chronic liver failure (ACLF), 
multi-organ dysfunction syndrome and other complications, 
the bulletin said. He breathed his last at 9:08pm, it said. 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi expressed grief over the 
untimely demise of Sagar. “I am deeply saddened to learn 
of the passing of renowned playback singer Humane Sagar. 
His demise is an irreparable loss to our music and cinema. I 
convey my condolences to the bereaved family and pray to 
God for the peace of the departed soul. Om Shanti,” Majhi 
said. In a condolence message, Leader of Opposition Naveen 
Patnaik said Sagar’s “soulful music has touched the hearts 
of countless listeners,” and his contributions to Odia music 
will always remain memorable.  P2

Singer Humane Sagar dies at 34 



Mumbai: Deepika Padukone continues to 
be one of India’s most infl uential global 
ambassadors, representing the coun-
try across cinema, fashion, business, 
and major international stages. 

In a recent interview with 
Harper's Bazaar, Deepika re-
fl ected on the title often used for 
her—“Global Indian”—and what it 
truly means to her. 

She explained that growing up, she 
often observed how Indians looked out-
ward for validation instead of valuing 
their own identity. “For the longest time, 
we as Indians have been so infl uenced 
by the rest of the world. I always ques-
tioned that. Why are we copying what’s 
happening elsewhere instead of lead-
ing?” she said.

Deepika added that she never saw 
the need to alter herself to “fi t” glob-
al expectations. “If certain cinemas 
and talent from other parts of the 
world are accepted globally, why 
do we need to dilute ourselves? I see 
that as a lack of knowledge on the 
other side, not something wrong 
with us. So for me, ‘global Indian’ 
is about being proud of who we 
are, not apologising for it, and 
taking that to the world.”

On the professional front, 
Deepika has a strong slate 
ahead. She is set to appear 
with Shah Rukh Khan in 
the much-anticipated fi lm 
King. She will also be seen 
in director Atlee’s upcom-
ing project.    AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar: The 
Odia music industry is 
in mourning following 
the heartbreaking news 
of the untimely demise 
of renowned playback 
singer Humane Sagar. 

Sagar’s musical 
journey began in 2012 
when he rose to fame 
after winning the Voice 
of Odisha Season 2. His 
victory in the reality 
singing competition 
marked the beginning 
of an illustrious career, 
where he captured the 
hearts of millions with 
his soulful voice and 
emotive performances.

His break-
through came 

soon after 
when he 
lent his 
voice to 
the title 
track of 

Odia 
block-
buster 

Ishq Tu 
Hi Tu. 
Over the 
years, he 
went on 
to record 

hundreds 
of songs for 
Odia fi lms, 
with hits 
like Tuma 
Otha Tale, 
Niswasa, 
and 
Bekhud-

ee earning him a loyal 
fan base. In addition to 
his successful career 
in Odia cinema, the 
34-year-old also ven-
tured into Hindi music 
with his album Mera 
Yeh Jahan. His versatil-
ity as an artist and his 
ability to connect with 
listeners across genres 
further contributed to 
his widespread appeal.

In 2017, Humane 
Sagar married Shriya 
Mishra, his fellow con-
testant from Voice of 
Odisha Season 2. The 
couple has a daughter 
together. 

His most recent re-
lease, the song Kerkeraa 
from the fi lm Charid-
ham – A Journey Within, 
came out in September, 
making it his fi nal con-
tribution to the music 
world. 

The news of Humane 
Sagar’s passing has sent 
shockwaves through 
the Odia fi lm and music 
industry. Calling the 
death “an irreparable 
loss”, Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi 
said, “I am deeply sad-
dened by the passing 
of renowned playback 
singer Humane Sagar. 
His demise is a loss that 
cannot be measured. 
My condolences to his 
family and fans.”

Odia Language, Liter-
ature, and Culture Min-
ister Suryabanshi Suraj 
paid his tribute posting, 
“The untimely demise 
of Humane Sagar has 
left us all grief-strick-
en. His contributions 
to Odia music will never 
be forgotten,” Suraj re-
marked.

Mumbai: Kriti Sanon 
has  opened up about her 
long-standing admiration 
for fi lmmaker Anand L. 
Rai while revealing her 
wish list. 

Speaking at the trailer 
launch of her fi lm Tere 
Ishq Mein, Kriti revealed 
her long-time desire to star 
in a love story directed by 
him—a dream that has al-
ways been on her wish list. 
Expressing the same, the 
Heropanti actress stat-
ed, “See, this journey 
actually started many 
years ago. Because, I 
have met Anand sir 
so many times. And 
I was after him for 
years. Sir, I want to 
do a love story that 
is directed by you. I 
think it has always 
been on my wish 
list. I love love sto-
ries. And I don't 
know why.”

“There is 
less love in 
the world. 
What is the 
problem? 
That love 
stories 
started 
becom-
ing 
less. I 
don’t 
know 
about 
you. It is 
my fa-
vorite 

genre. And I was always 
craving to be directed by 
someone like him. You 
know. Who reaches to the 
soul. Whose love stories 
are not so simple. Very 
complicated like our nor-
mal life. It is very layered. 
There is love. There is 
pain. And there is fi re too. 
There are many things. 
And. One fi ne day. Finally. 

That opportu-
nity came. 

That I got 
Mukti,” 
Sanon 
added.

IANS

You may have a tendency 
to feel frustrated when the 
results are not the way you expected, 
feels Ganesha. You must still work hard 
and fi nish whatever you undertake today. 
You will discuss some vital issues with a 
close friend and relive cherished secrets 
with your life partner.

You will lend your innovative 
and imaginative spark to 
your initiatives, which will be 
quite a few, says Ganesha. Love will bring 
you immense satisfaction. And you will 
develop a special bond with your spouse 
or beloved. You, however, are likely to be 
dragged into a confl ict and will be forced 
to pick a side.

The oath of friendship that 
you once took as a bunch of 
raggedy misfi ts still holds 
true, and your best buddies are the ones 
who will stand by your side through hell 
and high water. Ganesha sees in you the 
desire to cherish such friends and prove 
your appreciation by treating them with 
graceful munifi cence.

The Scales will balance 
business and entertainment 
equally well. The day will be 
like an endless party, says Ganesha. The 
emptying of pockets will be proportional 
to the amount of time you spend doing 
nothing. But spend prudently, advises 
Ganesha, and let it not worry you.

Try adding an entirely new 
dimension to the way you 
approach relationships today, 
advises Ganesha. Being tractable will 
help iron out the creases in relationships 
with closed ones. But be wary of com-
plete subjugation, warns Ganesha.

Confi dence-building mea-
sures will need to be taken 
up. Be the herald, and usher 
in new vigour and confi dence in people 
around you. Your business is set to 
sky-rocket and a fair share of profi ts are 
in the offi ng, says Ganesha.

Memories of the bygone days 
will fl ash through your mind, 
creating a wave of nostalgia 
and compelling you to get in touch with 
old pals. On the other hand, there may 
be a feeling that your loved ones are 
demanding more than you can give, says 
Ganesha. But enjoying some light mo-
ments with your beloved in the evening 
will unburden you and charge you up for 
the next day.

Today will be about pleasure 
and pain! Plumbing, cleaning, 
grocery shopping, cooking... 
you can expect anything to weigh you 
down. Later, you can relax in a hot soak 
by candlelight, or unwind with a soothing 
aromatic massage. Ganesha says you'll 
be grateful for the pleasures only after 
the pain.

A day fi lled with socialising 
awaits you, says Ganesha. 
You will likely make contact 
with near and dear ones you haven’t met 
in a while. New associations and friend-
ships could also occur. It is a pleasant 
and joyous day, so make the most of it.

Connect and Express — 
these are the two things 
you must aim for at work today. You tend 
to do both things supremely well, be it in 
a business dialogue on phone, in writing, 
or in meetings. Getting across to people is 
not an issue today. But all this work aside, 
the lingering feeling of wanting to chill out 
with your sweetheart may become more 
substantial towards the evening. 

Today, every word coming 
out of your sweetheart's 
lips will be music to your ears. Your 
relationship with your relatives will be 
harmonious. You may steer clear of your 
troubles, if you learn to restrain. The best 
way to deal with criticism is to take them 
constructively.

All eyes may be on you 
today — for your looks, 
skills, or even your funky 
bag! Make hay while the sun shines, and 
charge your batteries with all that atten-
tion. You can get some decent work done 
with that energy, says Ganesha.
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‘HAVING CHILDREN HAS 
HELPED ME TO GRIEVE’

BILLY BOB THORNTON INJURED 
DURING LANDMAN SHOOT

Social media sensation Lottie Tomlinson 
says having her two children, Lucky, two, 
and Flossie Grace, 10 months, has helped 
her to grieve her late mother Johannah 
Deakin. Lottie was 18 years old when her 
mum died from leukaemia in 2016, aged 43.

Actor Billy Bob Thornton suffered an injury 
whilst fi lming a fi ery family dinner scene 
in Landman season two episode Death and 
a Sunset. The 70-year-old actor’s injuries 
from a few pieces of shrapnel were not life-
threatening, reports Female First UK.
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Mumbai: Actress Shru-
ti Haasan, who is also 

known for her sing-
ing prowess, treat-
ed the netizens 
with a candid 
rendition of her 
beautiful track 
Edge. 

In the video 
dropped by her 

on her official IG, 
Shruti can be seen 

crooning the track in 
her soulful voice while 

playing the piano.
Sharing her performance 

of Edge on social media, Shruti penned, “I 
would have never shared this song if it wasn’t 
for the lovely evening I had performing sanchari 
, we have the great fortune of performing for 
thousands but the silence before that applause 
is where the art meets the artist (sic).”

She revealed that as she went to record her 

track for SS Rajamouli and Mahesh 
Babu’s Varanasi, composer Kaala 
Bhairava told her that he loved 
her song Edge, and it meant a 
lot to her as an independent 
musician.

Shruti also added 
that this was the clip 
she shot during 
the lockdown 
before shar-
ing the track 
with all the 
music lov-
ers.

“When I 
went to record this 
epic track for Varanasi/globetrotter @
kaalabhairava7 said I love your song edge 
and it meant the world to me as an indepen-
dent musician - so here’s the real deal every 
time I have a great big flash of fortune I 
will always remember where I began," she 
went on to share.  

Shruti’s 
nostalgic 

dive

KRITI REVEALS 
HER WISH LIST

Humane Sagar:  A 
talent gone too soon

Deepika reacts to being 
called Global Indian

PNN
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 17: For-
ty-two Indian Umrah pilgrims 
from Telangana were among 
44 people killed in a collision 
involving their bus and a fuel 
tanker near Madinah in Sau-
di Arabia in the wee hours of 
Monday, people familiar with 
the matter said.

It has been confi rmed by lo-
cal authorities that there is 
one Indian survivor and he 
is undergoing medical treat-
ment, they said. It is learnt 
that two local facilitators on 
board the bus were also killed 
in the accident.

The mortal remains of the 
deceased have been trans-
ferred to King Fahad Hospital, 
King Salman Hospital and Al 
Miqat Hospital, and offi cials 
from the Indian mission in 
Jeddah are coordinating with 
the local authorities to handle 
the situation, the people cited 
above said.

“The families of the deceased 
will have an option after mortal 
remains have been identifi ed for 
repatriation to India or a local 
burial at Jannatul Baqi (cem-
etery in Madinah) as per local 
customs,” one of the people said. 
The accident took place nearly 
40 km from Madinah at around 
11 pm local time, the people said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

 
Dhaka, Nov 17: Bangladesh’s 
deposed prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina was Monday sentenced 
to death in absentia by a special 
tribunal for “crimes against 
humanity” over her govern-
ment’s brutal crackdown on 
student-led protests last year.

In its verdict that followed a 
months-long trial, the country’s 
International Crimes Tribunal 
(ICT) described the 78-year-old 
Awami League leader as the 
“mastermind and principal 
architect” of the violent re-
pression that killed hundreds 
of protesters.

Hasina has been living in In-
dia since she fl ed Bangladesh 
August 5 last year in the face of 
the massive protests. She was 
earlier declared a fugitive by 
the court.

In her reaction, Hasina said 

the judgement has been made 
by a “rigged tribunal estab-
lished and presided over by an 
unelected government with no 
democratic mandate.”

“They are biased and polit-
ically motivated. 
In their distaste-
ful call for the 
death penalty, 
they reveal the 
brazen and mur-
derous intent of 
extremist fi gures 
within the inter-
im government 
to remove Bangla-
desh’s last elect-
ed prime minis-
ter, and to nullify the Awami 
League as a political force,” she 
said in a statement.

Hasina said she is not afraid 
to face her “accusers” in a prop-
er tribunal where the evidence 
can be weighed and tested fair-

ly.
“That is why I have repeated-

ly challenged the interim gov-
ernment to bring these charges 
before the International Crimi-
nal Court (ICC) in the Hague,” 

she said.
The verdict 

comes months 
before parliamen-
tary elections 
in Bangladesh. 
Hasina's Awami 
League party has 
been barred from 
contesting the 
elections sched-
uled to be held in 
February.

Reading out the judgement 
before a heavily guarded court-
room in Dhaka, the ICT said the 
prosecution proved beyond a 
reasonable doubt that Hasina 
was behind the deadly crack-
down on student-led protests 

in July-August last year.
A UN rights offi ce report had 

earlier estimated that up to 
1,400 people were killed during 
the month-long agitation, 
known as the July Uprising.

Hasina was handed the death 
penalty for ordering the use of 
deadly force against unarmed 
protesters, making infl amma-
tory statements and authoris-
ing operations that led to the 
killing of several students in 
Dhaka and surrounding areas.

In recent media interviews, 
Hasina described the ICT as a 
“kangaroo court” run by her 
opponents.

The ICT, originally set up to 
try hardened collaborators of 
Pakistani forces during the 1971 
Liberation War, was amended 
by the current administration 
to bring leaders of the past re-
gime, including Hasina, under 
its jurisdiction.

42 Indians killed in 
Madinah bus crash

SHEIKH HASINA GETS DEATH
The deposed Bangladeshi PM dubs the ICT judgement ‘biased’ and ‘politically motivated’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dhenkanal, Nov 17: Normal 
life came to a halt Monday 
following 12-hour Dhenkanal 
bandh in protest against al-
leged arbitrary actions and 
exploitation by private power 
distribution firm Tata Power 
Central Odisha Distribution 
Ltd (TPCODL).  

The bandh was called by 
the Electricity Consumers’ 
Action Committee (ECAC) 
and supported by the District 
Bar Association, which spear-
headed the agitation.

The shutdown brought 
normal life to a halt. Roads, 
including National Highway 
55 and several major intersec-
tions, were blocked. 

Train services were dis-
rupted as protesters staged 
a rail roko at the Dhenkanal 
railway station from around 
6:30am. Government and pri-
vate offices, courts, banks, 
and business establishments 
remained closed throughout 
the day.

Protesters set up blockades 
at several major points along 
NH-55, including Korian by-
pass, Tarini Chhak, Kan-
tanali bypass, Mahishapat 
bypass and Kathagada bypass, 
leaving hundreds of vehicles 
stranded on the highway. 
Within the town, several in-
ternal roads and lanes—from 
Bajichowk onward—were also 
obstructed.

Shops, markets and com-
mercial establishments 
remained shut, and court 
proceedings were suspend-
ed. Around 10:30am, protest-
ers took out a peaceful rally 
from Durga Market Court 
Square, marched through 
various parts of the town 
and reached Bajichowk 
before returning through 
the areas under the major 
markets. 

Demonstrators raised slo-
gans against TPCODL during 
the procession.

Dhenkanal 
bandh hits life

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jagatsinghpur, Nov 17: Au-
thorities in Jagatsinghpur 
district Monday demolished 10 
asbestos-roofed houses at Behe-
rampur after a late-night police 
raid uncovered a settlement 
allegedly sheltering suspected 
Bangladeshi nationals living il-
legally, offi cials said at a press 
briefi ng held in the conference 
hall at District Collector’s offi ce.

Police raided the site near 
Dhanipur under Jagatsinghpur 
police limits late Sunday night 
after receiving intelligence 
about foreign nationals resid-
ing there, senior offi cials told 
reporters. A scuffl e broke out 
during the operation, leaving 
the Additional SP and two con-
stables injured. Reinforcements 
later sealed the area.

Two women accused of lead-
ing the confrontation were ar-
rested and three others were 
detained for questioning. Police 
identifi ed them as house own-
er Sikandar Alam alias Seiko; 
Abdul Motalif Khan alias Tiki; 
Badrunisha, daughter of Ab-
dul Jabar Khan; Parvin Bibi, 
34, of Paikakul village; and 
Sawan Ajmi, 39, wife of Mirza 
Sajuddin Baig of Tendakura in 
Kendrapara district. Offi cers 
seized a country-made pistol, 
fi ve rounds of ammunition 
and seven sharp-edged weapons 
from the settlement.

Police said more than 30 sus-
pected Bangladeshis fl ed during 
the raid, and teams have been 
formed to track them down.

The District Collector, SP, 
Additional SP, SDPO and oth-
er senior offi cials were pres-
ent when the illegal structures 
erected on government land 
were demolished Monday 
morning.

Central Range DIG Satyajit 
Nayak told reporters that the 
operation is part of a statewide 
drive ordered by the Chief Min-
ister and the state police chief 
to identify Bangladeshi and 
Myanmarese nationals living 
illegally. He said undocument-
ed foreigners will be removed 
from the electoral roll before 
deportation procedures begin.

District Collector J Sonal 
said many residents of the 
settlement claimed to be from 
West Bengal and produced 
documents accordingly. The 
administration will write to 
the West Bengal government 
to verify those papers.

SP Ankit Kumar Verma said 
strict action will follow if the 
detainees fail to produce valid 
identifi cation documents.
7 houses razed; 15 detained

Meanwhile, police also 
raided a settlement at Satapu-
ra near Behrampur and Na-
bakrishna Chowdhury College 
after receiving intelligence on 
suspected Bangladeshi infi ltra-
tors. Offi cials said the settle-
ment sits on government land, 
yet about 20 to 22 houses had 
been built there with access to 
electricity and roads. Author-
ities demolished seven illegal 
houses and detained about 15 
residents for questioning. 

Houses of suspected 
B’deshis demolished
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New Delhi, Nov 17: Re-
searchers from National 
Institute of Technology 
(NIT), Rourkela have pat-
ented an eco-friendly meth-
od to produce black terra-
cotta wares, according to 
offi cials.

The research team, led by 
Swadesh Kumar Pratihar, 
Professor of Ceramic En-
gineering, along with Shiv 
Kumar Verma, senior tech-
nical assistant, and Rupesh 
Mandal, a research gradu-
ate from NIT-Rourkela, 
has developed the process, 
which merges traditional 
artisan knowledge with 
modern technology to pro-
duce black terracotta sus-
tainably.

The word terracotta 
comes from Italian and 
means “baked earth”. In In-
dia, it has been extensively 
used for kitchenware, tem-
ple sculptures, and roofi ng 
tiles. The most common 
variety is red terracotta, 
made by fi ring clay in the 
presence of air. 

According to Pratihar, 

the presence of iron in the 
clay, when exposed to fi re, 
leads to oxidation, resulting 
in its characteristic red co-
lour. In chemical terms, 
ferric oxide produces the 
red colour in the process. 
On the other hand, black 
terracotta wares are known 
for their contrasting shine 
and mirror fi nish.

Black pottery is made in 
India and its neighbouring 
regions using techniques 
that are generations old. 
One such example is the 
Nizamabad Black Pottery 
of Uttar Pradesh, where 
semi-fi nished wares are 
coated with a glaze made of 
clay and organic vegetable 

matter native to the area, 
referred to as “kabiz”. 

Polishing with mustard 
oil gives the surface a mir-
ror fi nish. It is then fi red in 
a sealed iron vessel along 
with cow dung, straw, and 
wood chips. Crafting beau-
tiful black ware requires 
time, effort, constant mon-
itoring, specialised clay, 
skilled hands, and organic 
fuel in solid form.

In Tibet's Nixi village, 
artisans use coarse red 
clay mixed with white sand 
and powdered black baked 
quartz. The wares are cov-
ered with wood logs during 
fi ring, and once the desired 
temperature is reached, 

the fi re is extinguished 
using sawdust. The smoke 
produced in this fi nal step 
turns the pottery black.

“The existing production 
method typically requires 
two days to complete the 
open-pit fi ring process, 
which releases smoke con-
taining many toxic gases, 
such as carbon monoxide, 
carbon dioxide, sulfur ox-
ides, and nitrogen oxides, 
that adversely affect the 
health of associated work-
ers, including breathing 
diffi culties,” Pratihar said.

“With the aim of eliminat-
ing the major drawbacks of 
these generation-old pro-
cesses and focusing on sus-
tainable development, the 
patented method developed 
by us reduces the total fi ring 
process to less than seven 
hours without any adverse 
impact on the health of 
working associates and the 
climate,” Pratihar said.

The researchers ex-
plained that the key to this 
process is the indirect heat-
ing of as-fabricated bodies 
in an enclosed vacuum 
(air-depleted) chamber. 

NIT-Rourkela patents green tech 
to revive black terracotta craft

LAST JOURNEY: Deadly bus-tanker collision kills 42 Indian Umrah pilgrims near Madinah in Saudi Arabia in the wee hours of Monday   PHOTO: AGENCIES

New Delhi: Tampering with telecom identifi ers, including the 
15-digit IMEI number of mobile phones, are non-bailable offences 
and can lead to imprisonment of up to three years, fi nes up to `50 
lakh, or both, the Department of Telecom (DoT) said Monday.
In an advisory issued to all manufacturers, brand owners, 
importers, and sellers, the DoT asked them to comply fully with 
the laid legal framework. “The Telecommunications Act, 2023 
imposes stringent penalties for tampering with telecommunica-
tion identifi ers, including IMEI numbers... Penalties for violation 
include imprisonment for up to three years, fi nes up to `50 lakh, 
or both,” the advisory said. Tampering of telecom identifi ers or 
International Mobile Equipment Identity (IMEI) makes it challeng-
ing for law-enforcement agencies to track criminals. “To secure 
telecom networks and prevent counterfeit devices, the Govern-
ment of India mandates strict regulations on International Mobile 
Equipment Identity (IMEI) registration and prohibits tampering, 
under the Telecommunications Act, 2023 and the Telecom Cyber 
Security Rules, 2024," the advisory said.

IMEI tampering non-bailable offence
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

29.7° 27.2°
12.9° 13.2°
57% 74%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Dry weather 
very likely

MARKET WATCH

GOLD    `122,897   `66

SILVER `155,290   `72

DOLLAR  88.65   0.10

EURO   102.907   0.19

SENSEX 84950.95   388.17

NIFTY     26013.45   103.40

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

By virtue of  an affi davit 
sworn before Notary 
Public, Bhubaneswar, 
dated- 13.11.2025, I, 
Anima Panigrahy, W/o.- 
Chittaranjan Panigrahy, 
Vill./P.O.- Bipulingi, 
Dist.- Ganjam, Odisha- 
761026, declare that I 
have changed my name 
from Anima Kumari 
Behera to Anima 
Panigrahy. Henceforth, 
I shall be known as 
Anima Panigrahy 
for all purposes.                
Anima Panigrahy

By virtue of  an affi davit 
sworn before the Notary 
Public, Patnagarh, date 
11.11.2025, I Vicky Suna, 
R/o. At.-Bharuapali, 
P.O.-Sarmuhan, Dist.-
Balangir, Odisha-767026 
declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Chhotu Suna to Vicky 
Suna. Henceforth I 
shall be known as Vicky 
Suna for all purpose.        
Vicky Suna

By virtue of  an affi davit 
sworn before the Notary 
Public, Patnagarh, date 
11.11.2025, I Ranjan Nag, 
R/o. At.-Bharuapali, 
P.O.-Sarmuhan, Dist.-
Balangir, Odisha-767026 
declare that I have 
changed my name 
from Bhairiganjan 
Nag to Ranjan Nag. 
Henceforth, I shall 
be known as Ranjan 
Nag for all purpose.     
Ranjan Nag

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Nov 17: Birla 
Fertility & IVF Centre celebrat-
ed its 3rd anniversary in Bhu-
baneswar, highlighting three 
years of advanced, ethical, and 
accessible fertility care for cou-
ples across Odisha.

Addressing the media, Cen-
tre Head Lipsa Mishra said the 
centre has grown into “a trust-
ed destination for couples seek-
ing world-class fertility solu-
tions,” attracting strong footfall 
not only from Bhubaneswar but 
also from Cuttack, Puri, Khur-
da, and neighbouring districts.

Refl ecting on the journey, 
Mishra said, “By bringing com-
prehensive fertility services un-
der one roof, we have reduced 
travel barriers and encouraged 
early consultations, especially 

among young couples who are 
now more proactive about re-
productive health.”

She noted a signifi cant rise 
in surrogacy-related enquiries, 
adding that the Bhubaneswar 
unit is the region’s fi rst and 
only registered surrogacy 
service centre. Emphasising 
clinical leadership, Mishra 
shared that she brings over 
18 years of experience and has 
managed more than 18,000 fer-
tility cycles, handling complex 
cases such as recurrent implan-
tation failure, pregnancy loss, 
azoospermia, genetic issues, 
and high-risk female infertility. 
“We use advanced techniques 
like Micro-TESE, microfl uid-
ics, PGT, immunotherapies, 
and next-gen culture systems 
to improve embryo quality and 
success rates,” she said.

GRP nabs criminal using face detection tech
Bhubaneswar: The Government Railway Police (GRP), Monday, arrested a notorious 
criminal through face detection technology. The accused has been identifi ed as Amit 
Kumar Barik, a resident of Ganjam. According to sources, the GRP along with special 
squad and RPF led by ASI, Sk Ali was conducting a routine patrolling at the Bhubane-
swar railway station when they detained a suspect and scanned his face through the 
face detection application. After the scan, identity of Amit along with his criminal record 
was revealed. According to the police, Amit has 13 cases registered against him in dif-
ferent police stations. The police have informed that he was involved in the Sunil Meher 
sex racket case. Besides, the police are also investigating if he has criminal cases in 
other states. “The face detection application is helping us to nab suspects who are hid-
ing among us. In this case, we detained him due to his suspicious activity. Through the 
facial scan, his criminal record was revealed which led to his arrest,” said Ashok Kumar 
Gochhayat, IIC Bhubaneswar GRP. The police recovered four mobile phones from his 
possession and he was booked under section 303 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). 

Cyber Safety Campaign-2025 concludes in Ganjam
POST NEWS NETWORK

Ganjam, Nov 17: The Cy-
ber Safety Awareness Cam-
paign–2025, launched statewide 
by Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi October 18 with the 
fl agging off of Cyber Campaign 
Vehicles from Bhubaneswar, be-
gan in Ganjam district October 
19 with a district-level inaugura-
tion at the District Police Offi ce 
(DPO), Chatrapur, and conclud-
ed Monday.

SP Ganjam Suvendu Kumar 
Patra fl agged off the campaign 
vehicle in the presence of me-
dia representatives, police per-
sonnel, offi cials of the DPO, the 
IIC of Chatrapur PS, the SDPO 
Chatrapur, women SHG mem-
bers, and local residents. Ad-
dressing the gathering, Patra 
highlighted the alarming rise 
in cybercrime across Odisha 

and explained the various fraud 
techniques used by cybercrimi-
nals. Stressing the importance 
of public participation, he 
said, “Awareness is the key. 
Through extensive campaign-
ing across all police station ju-
risdictions, we aim to directly 
reach the public so they can re-
main safe in the digital space.”

From October 19 to November 
5, the Cyber Safety Campaign 
was conducted across all 26 po-
lice station limits of the district. 

SDPOs and IICs of respective po-
lice stations actively coordinat-
ed the meetings and outreach 
activities. A diverse range of 
groups—including schools, col-
leges, institutions, associations, 
senior citizen forums, women’s 
SHGs, Mission Shakti members, 
Anganwadi and ASHA workers, 
and industrial staff—were cov-
ered during the campaign. Po-
lice offi cials and cyber experts 
highlighted the latest trends in 
cybercrime and shared essen-

tial safety practices.
Key messages delivered 

during these sessions includ-
ed never share OTPs, avoid 
suspicious links and unknown 
.apk fi les, ensure cyber hygiene 
on social media, use strong 
passwords and update them 
regularly, do not fall victim 
to fake “digital arrest” scams, 
report cyber fraud immediately 
through 1930, use the national 
cybercrime reporting portal: 
cybercrime.gov.in.

To make the campaign engag-
ing and impactful, several cul-
tural forms such as folk danc-
es, Daskathia performances by 
professionals, short plays by 
students, and thematic dance 
programmes were organised 
in places like Chatrapur, Gan-
jam, Bhanjanagar, Aska, Cha-
makhandi, Hinjili and Puru-
sottampur.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 17: Gov-
ernor Hari Babu Kambhampati 
Monday urged citizens to draw 
inspiration from the life and 
values of Late Harish Chandra 
Baxipatra, calling for courage, 
humility, and unwavering ded-
ication to public service. He 
was addressing the 92nd birth 
anniversary observance of the 
veteran leader at Soochana Bha-
wan in Bhubaneswar.

The Governor said the great-
est tribute to Baxipatra would 
be to “speak the truth with cour-
age, serve without expectation, 
and work for those who need us 
the most.” He described Baxi-
patra as one of Odisha’s most 
spirited, principled, and peo-
ple-centric leaders, whose life 
was devoted to strengthening 
democracy, defending rights, 

and uplifting the vulnerable.
Refl ecting on Baxipatra’s 

political journey, the Gover-
nor noted that his leadership 
was defi ned not by titles or 
positions, but by values and 
actions. Whether in govern-
ment, opposition, or among the 
people, Baxipatra consistently 
stood with farmers, labourers, 
and marginalised communities 
whose voices often go unheard.

Speaking about Baxipatra’s 
youth activism, Kambhampati 

highlighted his role in move-
ments for linguistic pride, social 
justice, and regional identity, 
which helped ignite a new era 
of political consciousness. He 
added that Baxipatra fi rmly 
believed silence during moral 
crises was never acceptable.

Recalling the Emergency 
period, the Governor said Bax-
ipatra chose imprisonment over 
compromising democratic eth-
ics. Kambhampati also shared 
that he himself was jailed for 

six months during emergency 
following the JP Movement, 
underscoring the importance of 
safeguarding democratic rights 
during challenging times.

The Governor further ac-
knowledged Baxipatra’s contri-
butions to journalism, praising 
his role as founder-editor of the 
Odia fortnightly Lokaneeti, 
which promoted democratic 
debate and informed citizen-
ship. He also commended Bax-
ipatra’s dedication to Odisha’s 
linguistic and cultural identity, 
stating that development must 
always progress alongside her-
itage preservation.

Concluding his address, the 
Governor said the spirit of Bax-
ipatra’s life could be summed 
up in one message: “Positions 
may come and go, but commit-
ment to the people must remain 
constant.”

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 17: ‘Brah-
ma Kumaris’ will take the form 
of a global movement, spread-
ing the message of world peace 
from Mount Abu to New York 
and Nairobi to London, Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi said while attending the 
golden jubilee celebrations of 
the spiritual organisation, at 
Janata Maidan here, Monday.

Launching the institution’s 
‘Prosperous Odisha, Golden 
Odisha’ campaign, the CM said 
that this 50-year journey of the 
‘Brahma Kumaris’ is not just a 
journey of time, it is a journey 
of awakening humanity, spir-
itual upliftment and divine 
service.

“Spiritual lifestyle inspires 
us to be simple and unpre-
tentious. Through this, we 
use the resources of nature 
judiciously. Spiritual life-
style controls our unbalanced 
desires and Brahmakumari 
Sister Shivani, as a spiritual 
teacher, is teaching this lesson 
to the whole world. Due to her 

service spirit, she has taken a 
prominent place in the spiritu-
al world of the country today,” 
the CM said.

He said that ‘Brahma Ku-
maris’ is helping millions of 
people overcome depression, 
addiction and other personal 
problems by focusing on stress 
management and emotional 
well-being. It is also working 
on women empowerment and 
social values.

“Starting from this golden 
jubilee celebration, in the 
coming days, this institution 
will take the form of a glob-
al movement, spreading the 
message of world peace from 
Mount Abu to New York and 
Nairobi to London. ‘Brahma 
Kumaris’-Bhubaneswar is al-
so marking all efforts in this 
direction,” Majhi said, adding 
that the combined efforts of 
the government and ‘Brahma 
Kumaris’ will defi nitely bring 
about fruitful changes in the 
society.

He added that the path of 

‘Rajyoga’ and meditation 
teaches discipline and com-
passion. “This is essential for 
good governance in admin-
istration. When administra-
tion moves with compassion, 
people feel trust and they 
strengthen the moral fabric of 
the society. Just like today, as 
the Brahma Kumaris has start-
ed the campaign for a prosper-
ous Odisha, a golden Odisha, 
we have also set a target to 
make Odisha a prosperous and 
developed state by 2036,” the 
CM pointed out.

On the occasion, Law Min-
ister Prithiviraj Harichandan 
said that ‘Brahma Kumaris’ is 
working to reform the society 
and improve the human being. 
“For 50 years, this institution 
has been guiding us all to-
wards peace and friendship,” 
Harichandan, who also holds 
the Excise portfolio, said.

Among others, Ekamra-Bhu-
baneswar MLA Babu Singh 
and former minister Arabinda 
Dhali also attended the event. 

CM: ‘Brahma Kumaris’ will 
become a global movement

Bhubaneswar: In a major crack-
down on illegal narcotics trade, the 
Special Crime Unit (SCU) of the Twin 
City Commissionerate Police seized 
400 grams of brown sugar worth 
an approximate market value of Rs 
40 lakhs and arrested one accused 
during a targeted operation near 
Lingaraj Road Railway Station Sun-
day evening. The arrested accused 
has been identifi ed as Sk Akbar (29) 
a resident of Balasore district, while 
another accused, identifi ed as Sk 
Sadik Mohammad (30), is currently 
on the run. According to police 
sources, the operation was launched 
following specifi c intelligence 
regarding the movement of drug 
peddlers in the city. A surveillance 
team from the SCU tracked the sus-
pects and intercepted them. During 
the operation, police recovered 400 
grams of brown sugar, one mobile 
phone and Rs 620 in cash from his 
possession. The accused has been 
booked under Sections 21(c) and 29 
of the NDPS Act. 

Brown sugar worth 
`40 lakh seized; 1 held

Birla Fertility & IVF marks 3rd anniv Manipal Hospitals wins Best Multi-Speciality title
RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Nov 17: Mani-
pal Hospitals, Bhubaneswar has 
once again been named the Best 
Multi-Speciality Private Hospi-
tal in Bhubaneswar in the “The 
Week–Hansa Research Survey 
2025: Best Hospitals in India.” This 
marks the hospital’s third consec-
utive year receiving the honour.

The award was presented in 
New Delhi by Delhi Lok Sabha 
MP Bansuri Swaraj, in the pres-
ence of Union Minister of State 
for Health & Family Welfare, 
Anupriya Patel. Representing 
the hospital at the ceremony 
were Shaktimaya Mohapatra, 

Cluster Director–South East; 
Sunil Dash, Director – Ortho-
paedics; and Harpreet Kaur, 
Senior Consultant, Obstetrics 
& Gynaecology.

Recognised as one of India’s 
most credible hospital-ranking 

systems, the Week–Hansa Re-
search Survey evaluates institu-
tions based on patient satisfac-
tion, transparency, accessibility, 
innovation, and overall clinical 
performance.

Chairman of Manipal Hospi-

tals, Sudarshan Ballal, said the 
recognition refl ects the medical 
expertise and dedication of the 
hospital team. “This honour is 
a refl ection of the expertise, ded-
ication, and clinical excellence 
of our doctors. It highlights 
our commitment to delivering 
world-class healthcare,” he 
stated.

Expressing pride in the 
achievement, Mohapatra said, 
“Receiving this award for the 
third consecutive year symbolis-
es the strong trust people place 
in us. Our success stems from 
an experienced team of doctors, 
advanced technologies, and our 
constant focus on patient care.”

AGENCIES

Berhampur, Nov 17: A spe-
cial pilgrim train carrying 775 
senior citizens from fi ve dis-
tricts of Odisha left Berham-
pur Monday for Omkareshwar 
and Ujjain in Madhya Pradesh 
under the state government’s 
Baristha Nagarika Tirtha 

Yatra Yojana, aimed at facili-
tating pilgrimages for elderly 
citizens.

Deputy Chief Minister Pra-
vati Parida, who also holds the 
Tourism portfolio, fl agged off 
the train in presence of Com-
merce and Transport Minis-
ter Bibhuti Bhushan Jena, 
Forest, Environment and Cli-

mate Change Minister Ganesh 
Ram Singkhuntia and several 
MLAs. The pilgrims will return 
to Berhampur November 21.

Health check-ups were con-
ducted for all passengers at a 
special camp near the railway 
station before departure.

Pilgrims from other districts 
arrived here Sunday, with the 
Ganjam district administra-
tion providing accommodation 
and food.

Under the scheme, the gov-
ernment will conduct 10 trips 
from different stations, includ-
ing Bhubaneswar, Berhampur, 
Sambalpur, Rayagada and Bal-
asore, during the year.

A similar special train left 
Berhampur September 19 for 
Ayodhya and Varanasi.

775 senior citizens go on pilgrimage

HARISH CHANDRA BAXIPATRA’S BIRTH ANNIV

Guv calls for courage, humility & public service
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Kolkata/Baripada, Nov 17: The 
Indian Railways is redeveloping 
the Baripada Railway Station in 
Mayurbhanj district under the 
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme, a 
nationwide initiative designed to 
modernise stations and improve 
overall passenger experience. 

The scheme refl ects the railways’ 
commitment to inclusive and fu-
ture-ready development, with sta-
tion-specifi c plans carried out in 
phases based on local needs. Across 
South Eastern Railway (SER), 72 sta-
tions are set to be upgraded under the 
programme, with the aim of making 
those cleaner, more comfortable, 
and more user-friendly. Baripada 
station, located in the Kharagpur 
division, is one of the stations in-
cluded in the redevelopment effort. 

Baripada, the district head-
quarters of Mayurbhanj, is a vital 
transit point for local passengers, 
traders and tourists visiting desti-
nations such as the Similipal Tiger 
Reserve. Once completed, the up-
grades are expected to deliver both 
functional improvements and eco-
nomic benefi ts to the region.

The redevelopment plan for Baripa-
da station includes construction of a 
new station building, a new booking 
counter and a separate counter for 
passengers with disabilities. Acces-
sibility enhancements will feature 
a Divyangjan-friendly toilet, ramp, 
water booth, parking area and 
tactile tiles across key passenger 
pathways. Additional improvements 
include new platform shelters, resur-
faced platforms, expanded parking 
and circulating areas, a new wait-
ing room, water booths, enhanced 
platform seating, automatic ticket 
vending machines and redesigned 
entry and exit gates. 

Baripada rly stn gets facelift 
under Amrit Bharat scheme

POST NEWS NETWORK

Tihidi, Nov 17: Two chil-
dren drowned Monday after-
noon after falling into a pond 
in Jafrabad village under the 
Sahapur panchayat in Tihi-
di block of Bhadrak district, 
police said.

The victims were identified 
as Ana  ntadev Barik, 3, son of 

Bulu Barik from Jafrabad in 
Bhadrak district, and Himan-
shu Sahu, 4, son of Jayant 
Sahu from Phulaga village 
under Simulia police limits 
in Balasore district. Police 
said Himanshu had come to 
Jafrabad with his father to 
visit a relative.

Sources said, around 1pm, 
the two children were play-

ing together near the village 
pond and accidentally fell into 
the water body. Family mem-
bers launched a search and 
pulled both kids out of the 
water. They rushed them to 
the Tihidi hospital and later 
referred them to the Bhadrak 
district headquarters hos-
pital where doctors pro-
nounced both of them dead.

2 KIDS DROWN IN VILLAGE POND

DONNING THE DEMON: Artistes appear in costume during an audition for the character of ‘Kansa Maharaj’ in the 
famous Dhanu Yatra, at Biju Patnaik Town Hall in Bargarh town, Monday OP PHOTO 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Nov 17: The Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad (VHP) has 
called for a 12-hour bandh in 
Keonjhar district Tuesday 
protesting the alleged rape of 
an 8-year-old disabled tribal 
girl by a bread peddler from 
neighbouring West Bengal. The 
bandh will be observed from 
6am to 6pm Tuesday.

The accused identifi ed as As-
if Anwar Khan, 32, a resident 
of Jalahari police station area 
of Bankura district in West 
Bengal, has been arrested and 
produced in the court, Investi-
gating Offi cer and IIC of Sadar 
police station Amit Kumar 
Bhuyan said.

Meanwhile, the survivor has 
been battling for her life in the 
district headquarters hospital. 

The organisation has an-
nounced the bandh over ris-
ing crimes by “infiltrators” 
in the district. VHP leaders 
also submitted a memoran-
dum to Keonjhar District 

Collector Vishal Singh Mon-
day, demanding immediate 
action against the anti-so-
cial infiltrators whom they 
blamed for a series of crimes, 
including rape, murder, kid-
napping and land grabbing in 
the district.

Sources said the survivor’s 
father runs a grocery shop 
under the Sadar police station 
limits. The accused used to 
sell bread to the shops of that 
area. The incident occurred 
when he went to sell bread 
and found his shop closed at 
about 4pm, Saturday. He went 
to the survivor’s house and 
found no one present. Taking 
advantage of the situation, he 
allegedly raped the minor and 
fled the house.

The memorandum highlight-
ed several past incidents, in-
cluding the recent murder of a 
young woman in Barala Lodge 
lane whose throat was slit, gan-
grape of a tribal girl at Cham-
pua and release of accused on 
bail in earlier cases. The VHP 
claims the accused resumed 
criminal activities thereafter.

The group accused some out-
siders of luring local youth into 
drug addiction through brown 
sugar and other substances, 
engaging in immoral activities 
and illegally occupying govern-
ment land. The VHP alleged that 
despite repeated complaints, the 
district administration and po-
lice have failed to identify and 
evict such elements.

VHP district convenor 
Swapneshwar Sahu urged all 
Hindu organisations, and lo-
cal residents to extend support 
to make the bandh successful. 
Among those present while sub-
mitting the memorandum were 
Tushar Samanta, Bandhu Dani, 
Debashis Pati and others.

RAPE OF DISABLED TRIBAL GIRL

VHP calls 12-hr Keonjhar bandh

POST NEWS NETWORK

Mahakalapara, Nov 17: Po-
lice in Mahakalapara Monday 
rescued 10 child labourers be-
longing to the Mankadia tribal 
community, who had reported-
ly been brought from Khaira 
and Oupada areas of Balasore 
district to work in paddy fi elds.

With paddy harvesting un-
derway in the coastal belt of 
Mahakalapara block amid a 
shortage of local labourers, 
agents allegedly transported 
children from outside the dis-
trict for farm work. Acting on a 
tip-off, a police team intercept-
ed an auto-rickshaw near the 
Luna river embankment and 
rescued the children.

According to Mahakalapara 
IIC Rajendra Kumar Moha-
patra, the children revealed 
during questioning that they 
had been working as labourers 
for the past two years due to ex-
treme poverty. They said they 
are paid `350 per day along with 
food and shelter. Eight of the 
rescued children are minors, 
while two boys are believed to 
be around 18.

10 tribal child 
labourers rescued

THE SURVIVOR IS 
BATTLING FOR HER 

LIFE IN THE DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTERS 

HOSPITAL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 17: Mark-
ing the fi rst phase of the census 
of India 2027, the Directorate of 
Census Operations, Odisha, be-
gan the pre-test for the house 
listing and house census in se-
lected areas of the state.

The information was shared 
during a press meet held in 
Bhubaneswar, where offi cials 
outlined the scope, schedule 
and new technological features 
planned for the upcoming na-
tional census.

Addressing the media, Nikhil 
Pawan Kalyan, Director of Cen-
sus Operations, Odisha, said, 
“The pre-test is being carried 
out under the supervision of 
the Offi ce of the Registrar Gen-
eral and Census Commission-
er, Ministry of Home Affairs, 
in close coordination with the 
State Government.”

According to the offi cials, 
the pre-test began on Novem-
ber 10 and will continue till 
November 30, 2025 across se-
lected locations in the state, in-
cluding 20 revenue villages in 
Tentulikhunti Tahasil under 
Nabarangpur district, 44 reve-
nue villages in Thakurmunda 
Tahasil under Mayurbhanj 
district, as well as Ward No. 
22 of Bhubaneswar Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) and Ward 
No. 17 of Cuttack Municipal 
Corporation (CMC).

During this period, enumera-

tors will visit every household 
to assign house numbers and 
collect preliminary housing-re-
lated data. “This exercise is 
crucial for fi ne-tuning meth-
odologies and tools before the 
full-scale census 2027 operation 
begins,” offi cials said.

A key focus of the press meet 
was the introduction of digital 
data collection systems, which 
will be extensively used for 
Census 2027. The upcoming 
census will feature a Self-Enu-
meration (SE) Portal, enabling 
citizens to submit household 

information online through a 
secure interface. Additionally, 
all houses will be geo-tagged us-
ing a dedicated Digital Layout 
Mapping App, signifi cantly ac-
celerating data processing and 
improving accuracy.

Explaining the objectives, 
Kalyan noted that enumerators 
will collect details on the con-
dition of houses, availability 
of amenities, household assets, 
and other essential indicators. 
“People’s cooperation is vital to 
ensure the success of this mas-
sive administrative exercise,” 
he said, urging residents of the 
selected areas to support enu-
merators and local administra-
tion teams.

The Directorate emphasized 
that the Pre-Test will help iden-
tify practical challenges and 
streamline procedures ahead 
of the nationwide roll-out of 
census 2027.

CENSUS 2027 PRE-TEST BEGINS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Nov 17: Despite 
severe fi nancial hardship, 
21-year-old Monalisa Pradhan 
of Kandhamal district has 
realised her dream of study-
ing MBBS after clearing the 
NEET-UG exam as a doctor 
from MKCG Medical College 
and Hospital in the city stepped 
in to support her by paying her 
admission fee.

Dr Jagdeep Nayak, an assis-
tant professor in the Depart-
ment of Anaesthesiology, paid 
`62,950 towards Monalisa’s 
admission fee at SLN Medical 
College and Hospital in Kora-
put. Monalisa, a native of Shik-
abadi village in Daringbadi, had 
been working at a garment shop 
in Berhampur during her Plus 

II studies to support her elder 
brother’s medical education.

Her family’s fi nancial sit-
uation worsened after her 
75-year-old father, who had 
been working in Kerala, re-
turned home due to illness. “I 
always dreamed of becoming 
a doctor while helping my 
brother study,” Monalisa said. 
“But I couldn’t afford coaching 
classes. I prepared using my 
brother’s mobile phone and 
cleared NEET-UG in my second 
attempt.” She expressed grati-
tude to Dr Nayak for removing 

the fi nancial hurdle that stood 
in her way.

Dr Nayak said Monalisa’s 
struggle and determination in-
spired him to help. “After learn-
ing about her resolve to become 
a doctor, I decided to pay her 
admission fee. I’m also trying to 
involve other individuals and 
organisations to support her 
further,” he said.

In honour of his retired 
father, former police offi cer 
Niranjan Nayak, Dr Nayak 
also provides scholarships of 
`10,000 at the panchayat level 
and `15,000 at the block level to 
students who secure the high-
est marks in the matriculation 
examination in Tandipur pan-
chayat and Patrapur block.

“Poverty should never be a bar-
rier to education,” Dr Nayak said.

MKCG doctor pays MBBS 
admission fee for poor girl BHANJANAGAR: Around 1,800 students 

in Bhanjanagar block and NAC area of 
Ganjam district are set to receive the TD 
(tetanus and diphtheria) vaccine as part of 
a health initiative to prevent tetanus and 
throat infections. Health teams have begun 
administering the vaccine across schools and 
colleges to students in the age group of 10 to 
16 years. Offi cials said the vaccine will help 
protect children from tetanus and diphtheria-
related throat infections. More than a hundred 
students of Kabi Samrat Upendra Bhanja 
College in Bhanjanagar received the vaccine 
Monday. Principal Rajendra Kumar Das 
inaugurated the programme in the presence 
of Reader Kumud Chandra Mohapatra, 
Administrative Offi cer Bibhas Das and others. 
Multipurpose health workers Bidhupama Sahu 
and Mandankini Behera from the Bhanjanagar 
Sub-Divisional Hospital administered the 
doses to the students. The programme was 
supported by the National Service Scheme 
(NSS) Unit I Offi cer-in-Charge B Pradhan, Unit 
II Offi cer-in-Charge Sasmita Kumari Das, and 
Youth Red Cross offi cer Bidheshi Rout. Ahead 
of the vaccination drive, NSS volunteers 
conducted an awareness campaign on campus 
to educate students about the importance and 
benefi ts of the TD vaccine. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, Nov 17: A day af-
ter two illegal Bangladeshi immi-
grants were arrested along with 
seizure of weapons prompting 
tightened surveillance across 
major roads and rural pockets 
in neighbouring Jagatsinghpur, 
police in Kendrapara district 
Monday cracked down on sus-
pected Bangladeshi infi ltrators. 

Authorities have been veri-
fying identity documents and 
inspecting luggage carriers in 
buses, cars and other vehicles 
across key points including 
Duhuria, Garapur, Pattamun-
dai, Rajnagar, Rajkanika and 
Mahakalapara areas. With sev-
eral Bangladeshi settlements 
believed to exist across the dis-
trict, residents say ground-level 
screening is essential. 

SDPO Jyotiranjan Gouda 
said police forces were placed 
on alert following the recent car 
blast near Red Fort in Delhi, with 
intensifi ed surveillance now on-
going in all police station limits. 

Every vehicle is being screened, 
he said, though achieving com-
plete success remains a challenge 
without community support.

Police have also launched 
awareness campaigns urging 
landlords to submit full details 
of tenants at the nearest police 
station. Gouda said cooperation 
from residents would make the 
identifi cation of illegal immi-
grants signifi cantly easier.

Local intellectuals and social 
workers, including Pratap Mo-
hanty, Banambar Sahu, Manoj 
Nayak, Prashant Nayak and 
Radhakanta Mohanty, noted 
that Kendrapara has long been 
identifi ed as the district hosting 
the highest number of illegal 
Bangladeshi immigrants in 
the state. Despite this matter 
being raised repeatedly in the 
Odisha Legislative Assembly, 
the three Marine police stations 
in the district — at Jamboo, Tal-
chua, and Tantiapal — lack the 
manpower and infrastructure 
needed to effectively monitor 

infi ltration routes, they said.
Historical records show that 

1,237 Bangladeshi nationals 
were regularised during the 
Partition era, but census data 
and recent estimates indicate 
that the number of Benga-
li-speaking residents has grown 
signifi cantly — from over 76,000 
in 2011 to well above 1 lakh 
now. In Mahakalapara alone, 
1,551 migrants identifi ed in 
2005 received deportation no-
tices that were never enforced.

Community leaders say ille-
gal settlements have expanded 
under political patronage, in-
cluding encroachment on forest 
land. Some migrants allegedly 
obtain ration cards, use school 
admissions as proof of residence 
and even secure government 
jobs by exploiting administra-
tive loopholes. Rising numbers, 
they claim, have created occa-
sional law and order issues and 
contributed to a decline in Odia 
usage in peripheral regions.

Given the infi ltration through 
sea routes and highways, ac-
tivists recommend involving 
Anganwadi workers in rural 
identifi cation drives, saying ma-
ny hidden cases would surface.

1,800 students to 
receive TD vaccine

Crackdown on B’deshi ‘infi ltrators’ in Kendrapara

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 17: Reject-
ing BJD and Congress’ allega-
tions of “vote chori”, manipu-
lation and booth rigging, Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Monday said the BJP registered 
a “historic” victory in Nuapada 
bypoll due to the tireless efforts 
of party workers, unity among 
leaders and a fl awless strategy.

Addressing a meeting, Ma-
jhi thanked party workers and 
leaders for playing a crucial 
role in ensuring the victory of 
BJP candidate Jay Dholakia by 
a margin of over 83,000 votes.

“We are thankful to the peo-
ple of Nuapada. I will soon visit 
the district and personally con-
vey my gratitude,” he said.

Recalling earlier years 
when, according to him, the 
BJP did not even have poll-
ing booth agents in several 
areas, the Chief Minister 
said, “We learned from de-
feats and reviewed our mis-
takes. That is why the BJP is 
successful today.”

BJP’s historic victory
in Nuapada bypoll due
to workers’ effort: CM



T
here was a time in 
India when whatever 
the election results, 
the Election Com-

mission of India (ECI) was the 
acknowledged winner of the 
battle and the chief protector 
of India’s democratic tradi-
tions. The ECI was initially 
tame, then it became a tiger 
under the Chief Election Com-
missioner TN Seshan and has 
since kept up its image as a 
fi erce protector and an inde-
pendent arbiter of the one in-
gredient that is critical for the 
democratic success of India – 
the process of elections. Come 
election time and political par-
ties would test boundaries, but 
the ECI would stand up, ensure 
that the violations were called 
out and indeed increase scru-
tiny and oversight so that the 
process was not only fair but 
also seen to be fair. That is now 
likely to be seen as the golden 
age that is no more a part of the 
Indian electoral process.

Today, the end of elections 
marks the beginning of a new 
battle over results, a slide that 
should cause serious concern to 
the entire political system and 
to the proud history of a young 
nation that has successfully run 
a reasonable and fair election 
process since independence.

The near-clean sweep by 
the BJP-led NDA alliance in 
the Bihar Assembly elections 
is also marred by the infi rmi-
ties that have crept into the 
working of the ECI. The re-
sults therefore send complex 
signals to the nation. They 
become a cause of lingering 
doubt. It is no longer possible 
for one side to be sworn in 
for a new term with due ac-
knowledgement by the loser, 

both bowing to the mandate 
of the people and their power 
to decide the political futures 
of candidates. They rob the 
system of its integrity, of its 
fi nality in the reading and 
the enforcing of the will of the 
people and therefore do injus-
tice not only to the losers but 
also to the winners and to the 
political system as a whole. In 
this reading, the ECI has let 
all sides down by not keeping 
itself beyond allegations and 
suspicions that now cloud its 
various actions. 

In Bihar, too, like has hap-
pened in earlier elections in 
Maharashtra and Haryana for 
example, the winning side will 
have to contend with the alle-
gations that they romped home 
with an umpire whose role re-
mains hotly contested, placing 
the fairness of the entire elec-
toral process under a cloud. 

On the one hand, the plain 
numbers from the Bihar 2025 
Assembly results reiterate the 
overwhelming dominance of 
the Narendra Modi-led BJP 
machinery and its mastery 

of alliances, messages and 
imagery. Apart from its gen-
eral strengths, a variety of Bi-
har-specifi c reasons are also 
being cited, examples of which 
are Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar’s so-called popularity or 
long service, the Rs.10,000 per 
woman giveaway to 75 lakh 
women in Bihar in the thick of 
election season which almost 
certainly made a difference, or 
longer term actions that have 
reportedly won the hearts of 
women voters like prohibition 
and claims of improved law & 
order across the State.

This standard ex post fac-
to reading, that builds on the 
lines argued by the incumbents 
in the election, refl ects some 
ground realities — but can it 
convincingly explain the land-
slide that brought 202 of the 243 
seats to the NDA alliance? 

The counter argument, 
equally valid, would ask how a 
nine-time Chief Minister who 
has been called paltu-Ram for 
his changing affi liations and 
criticised for not being in con-
trol or for being “hijacked” by 

the BJP, can lead a victory of 
these proportions. Even con-
sidering the backbone of BJP’s 
superior strategy and resourc-
es in the system, this was an 
incumbency that has not par-
ticularly seen Bihar fl ourish. 
The lack of jobs for the youth 
or lack of investments is the 
fl ip side of the coin that buys 
voter loyalty with gifts and 
giveaways, even if these will 
mar long term governance 
and fi scal management. Out-
migration for work remains 
the bane of Bihar and mirrors 
the lack of opportunities built 
in the state to provide decent 
employment for the masses. 

It is equally fair to note that 
there was some disarray in the 
ranks of the Opposition, but 
also energy seen in the rallies 
led by the Rashtriya Janata 
Dal’s Tejashwi Yadav, the 
Chief Ministerial candidate of 
the RJD-Congress-led Mahag-
athbandhan alliance. The Vote 
Adhikaar awareness rallies by 
the Leader ofthe Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi were also noted 
for the good response received 
at the grassroots. 

The growing crescendo on 
the issue of fairness of the 
electoral process cannot be 
dismissed easily. What the 
winners do not realize is that 
they may well have won but 
they too have been robbed of 
the prize because when the 
doubts linger, the victory is but 
pyrrhic. The angst this causes 
among people and political par-
ties will likely play out in some 
very complex and challenging 
ways in the days ahead.

The writer is a journalist 
and faculty member at 

SPJIMR. Views are personal
 @THEBILLIONPRESS.ORG

A tribunal in Bangladesh has sentenced former Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina November 17 to death. The verdict was pro-
nounced after convicting her of crimes against humanity, in-

cluding murder and ordering the use of lethal weapons against protest-
ers during the student uprising that ultimately ousted her last year. 
Hasina was doomed to get the harshest punishment from the moment 
the trial, conducted in absentia as Hasina had fl ed into exile, had be-
gun. The verdict was only predictable as it was clear, even to the most 
naïve, that she would be held to account for the killings of hundreds 
of civilians during the protests, which began peacefully but turned 
into a violent revolution after security forces ruthlessly suppressed 
the movement. The brutality of the crackdown was played out before 
the world on social media as scenes of repression were witnessed with 
students even jumping to death and injuries when police raided their 
university campus.

Hasina, of course, denied involvement in any atrocities and criti-
cized the court proceedings against her. Her conviction came alongside 
her ex–interior minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, and former police 
chief, Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun who was, however, the only 
defendant present in court when the sentence was read out. He had 
pleaded guilty in July for his role in last year’s unrest and testifi ed 
as a state witness.

It is signifi cant that the verdict was in consonance with the promises 
made by the interim government of Muhammad Yunus, tasked with 
leading that country out of the brief spell of bloodshed and mayhem 
into a stable electoral democracy with free and fair elections. During 
the trial, prosecutors told the court they had uncovered evidence of 
Hasina’s direct command to use lethal force to suppress the student-led 
uprising. Trial in absentia is always mired in controversy and doubt is 
cast on the fairness of the proceedings. There is no guarantee wheth-
er the verdict is made with due diligence and Hasina has already 
pleaded that she is ready to face any trial conducted under an elected 
government. True, she could not defend herself, but the prosecution is 
vocal that she did not use the opportunity offered to her to present her 
case. Predictably, a spokesperson for the interim government of Yunus 
denied the trial was politically motivated and claimed the court had 
functioned transparently allowing observers and publishing regular 
documentation.

Even if the trial proceedings appear suspect, one thing is clear that 
the crisis in Bangladesh will be further deepened with the elections 
due in February, 2026. The Opposition Awami League has indicated 
following the verdict that in all likelihood its supporters will boycott 
the elections since they do not expect there could be fair polls under 
the caretaker government.

India is in a tricky situation. It is a foregone conclusion that the 
Indian government will not extradite Hasina to face the sentence since 
she is the most pro-Indian politician in Bangladesh. The government 
of Yunus will certainly try to bring her back to the country. Most 
people in Bangladesh affected by Hasina’s rule erupted in joy when 
the verdict was announced. They would not accept India’s refusal to 
withdraw the asylum given to her. Anti-India waves or protests are 
likely to continue.

The interim government of Bangladesh will have to proceed cau-
tiously in this regard since the success of its efforts to improve its 
economy hinges on huge trade and investment by foreign countries. 
To give his due, Yunus has been able to improve his country’s economy 
a little. But, foreign investment would come only when there is peace 
and stability in Bangladesh which appears to be a far cry. With the 
death sentence slapped on Hasina, things look even gloomier.

Bangladesh should be treated as a textbook case for democratically 
elected leaders nurturing ambitions of dictatorial actions. Although 
Hasina won through the ballot and was elected over and over again, 
there were doubts cast on her last election results as being manipu-
lated. These allegations sound like rumors and can never be proven, 
similar to allegations of corruption at the top most level. Yet once 
those seeds are planted, very many plants start growing in the minds 
of the populace. Restiveness among the common citizen could erupt 
in violence at the slightest opportunity. Hasina used the police and 
the para military to suppress her own citizens. When the unarmed 
people rose up in protest against her, the mightily armed forces ran 
helter skelter, as could be seen on social media. Ears to the ground 
and feelings for the people are the best means to govern any nation 
democratically. Otherwise, it is the top echelon, the leader and her 
closest cohorts who always get to run away or, if caught, hanged.
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SPECTRUM SUSTAINABILITY

A turning point for clean energy

Nitish makes history

Sir, The combined victory of NDA and JDU as win-
ner and runner up in the Bihar electoral has made 
the Nitish Kumar, the most victorious CM so far. The 
RJD, Congress and many other potential indepen-
dents were unable to unlock their electoral luck this 
time. The Bihar electoral is another confi rmation 
that Modi magic is still relevant in India, especially 
among the Gen Z voter group. The oath ceremony 
is announced for November 20, and this will be a 
deciding factor that what new in the cabinet forma-
tion will be going to be appeared. Meanwhile the duo 
of NDA with JDU had scripted the history and by 
emerging highest voter gainer party this time. It is 
crucial now to look forward, that how would Nitish 
Kumar revamp the state of Bihar in terms of gover-
nance and administration. It’s time for celebration 
for all the Nitish and Modi lovers.   

Kirti Wadhawan, KANPUR

True knowledge is not 
attained by thinking. It is 
what you are; it is what 
you become. 
 
 SRI AUROBINDO VICTORY UNDER CLOUD

BIHAR ELECTIONS

T his year marks a his-
toric milestone: for 
the fi rst time, global 

renewable-energy production 
has surpassed coal. In the 
fi rst half of 2025, renewables 
accounted for more than 34% 
of the world’s electricity, while 
coal’s share fell to just above 
33%. Notably, these gains were 
largely driven by emerging 
economies.

As the world’s attention 
turns to the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference in 
Brazil (COP30), this milestone 
serves as a powerful remind-
er that the clean-energy tran-
sition is already underway. 
Having led investments at the 
US International Development 
Finance Corporation and now 
serving as chief investment of-
fi cer at the Global Energy Al-
liance for People and Planet, 
I know a promising business 
opportunity when I see one. 

According to the Interna-
tional Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA),91% of new 
renewable-energy projects 
are now cheaper than their 
fossil-fuel counterparts. This 
fi nding provides clear evi-
dence that, despite the ongo-
ing growth in coal and oil use, 
renewables are both econom-
ically and technically viable 
throughout much of the world.

We cannot afford to let to-
day’s momentum slip away.

To reduce climate pollution, 
promote sustainable economic 
growth, and strengthen energy 
resilience where it is needed 
most, we must build on these 

achievements. As we approach 
the tenth anniversary of the 
Paris climate agreement, 
meaningful global climate ac-
tion is still possible, even in 
the face of escalatinggeopolit-
ical tensions and competing 
national priorities.

Yet such progress is inher-
ently fragile. All too often, 
clean-energy adoption stalls 
once the infrastructure is in 
place. Solar projects, for ex-
ample, can fail when commu-
nities lack the necessary tools 
and fi nancing to make full use 
of the electricity they produce. 

Providing solar panels is 
not enough. To lock in the 
benefi ts of renewables, govern-
ments must invest not only in 
power generation but also in 
systems, training, and equip-
ment– such as electric mills 
and water pumps – that enable 
communities and countries to 
harness clean energy forbusi-
ness growth and job creation.

When implemented ef-
fectively, such investments 
deliver benefi ts across the 
board. Climate goals advance 
as renewable replace costly, 
polluting fuels. Communities 
gain access to affordable pow-
er,enabling them to improve 
education and healthcare, 
create jobs, and raiseincomes. 
And with energy companies 
profi ting from rising demand, 
emerging economies can at-
tract new investment. 

The challenge is enormous, 
but so is the opportunity. The 
World Bank projects that 1.2 bil-
lion young people in developing 

economies will reach working 
age over the next decade, but 
that only 420 million new jobs 
will be created by then. Ac-
cess to clean energy, and the 
opportunities it brings, offers 
a way to bridge this gap be-
fore it becomes a global crisis. 
The World Economic Forum 
estimates that the renewables 
industry alone could generate 
more than 30 million jobs and 
mobilize $2.2-2.8 trillion annu-
ally. Embedding renewable 
technologies into other down-
stream sectors such as industry 
and agriculture could create a 
further 500 million new jobs 
and improve the quality of 700 
million existing ones.

To succeed, we must align en-
ergy policies with broader de-
velopment objectives, integrate 
renewables into local indus-
tries, and accelerate investment 
in the equipment and training 
needed to use it effectively. 
Across Africa, this approach 
is already delivering tangible 
results. In Nigeria, farmers 
and traders are increasingly 
using solar-powered irrigation 
pumps, cold-storage facilities, 
and mills. These investments, 
in turn, have fueled a wave of 
distributed renewable-energy 
projects that are rapidly trans-
forming local power systems. 

In the Amazon, where 
COP30 is underway, the gov-
ernment of Brazil is invest-
ing $800 million to expand 
energy access and transition 
away from reliance on diesel. 
My organization is helpingto 
ensure that this new renew-

able energy creates jobs and 
powers sustainable economic 
development for thousands of 
farmers and entrepreneurs. 

India offers a useful mod-
el for emerging economies 
seeking to strengthen their 
power grids and absorb grow-
ing renewable capacity. In 
New Delhi, the country’s fi rst 
commercial, utility-scale bat-
tery-energy storage system 
–the largest in South Asia 
– now guarantees a reliable 
supply of clean electricity to 
100,000 low-income households 
and businesses. Meanwhile, 
solar plants in Rajasthan pro-
vide steady daytime power to 
40,000 farmers. And in Uttar 
Pradesh, a women’s entre-
preneurship program aims 
to help 500,000 women-owned 
businesses adopt clean-energy 
technologies by 2030.

Together, these examples 
show that the clean-energy 
transition is within reach. 

The choice before us is 
clear: continue investing 
in renewables or slide back 
into fossil-fuel dependence. 
By making clean energy the 
foundation for job creation 
and economic opportunity, 
we can turn today’s milestones 
into a future where clean pow-
er drives growth andensures-
prosperity for all.

The writer is Chief 
Program and Investment 

Offi cer at the Global 
Energy Alliance for People 

and Planet.
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An election commission that these days is 
defended only by the BJP, and otherwise 
stands discredited, is a deeper loss that 
cannot be washed away by the victory 

celebrations of the BJP or its allies 

THE END OF 
ELECTIONS 

MARKS THE 
BEGINNING OF 
A NEW BATTLE 

OVER RESULTS, 
A SLIDE THAT 

SHOULD CAUSE 
SERIOUS 

CONCERN TO 
THE ENTIRE 

POLITICAL 
SYSTEM AND 

TO THE PROUD 
HISTORY OF A 

YOUNG NATION

Jagdish Rattanani

THE CHOICE 
BEFORE US IS 

CLEAR: CONTINUE 
INVESTING IN 
RENEWABLES 

OR SLIDE BACK 
INTO FOSSIL-FUEL 

DEPENDENCE 

Agnes Dasewicz

WISDOM CORNER
He who has no attachments can really love others, for his 
love is pure and divine  
 BHAGVAD GITA

Someone has riches and is unable to enjoy them, it’s the 
same as if he had nothing.
 
 PANCHATANTRA

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second 
best time is now. 
 CHINESE PROVERB

 
1626: Saint Peter's Basilica in Vatican City, which replaced an earlier 
basilica, was consecrated; it is the second largest religious building in 
Christendom.

1928: Walt Disney released Steamboat Willie, the fi rst animated fi lm 
with sound to feature Mickey Mouse; the huge success of the cartoon 
helped make Mickey an iconic character and led to the Disney Company's 
dominance in the animated market.

Unethical practice  

Sir, It is unfortunate that Hwaseung Enterprises, a major South Ko-
rean footwear company, has decided to relocate to Andhra Pradesh 
(AP) after signing an agreement with the Tamil Nadu (TN) govern-
ment to establish a non-leather footwear manufacturing facility 
in Tirunelveli district at a cost of  Rs 1,720 crore. Andhra Pradesh 
appears to have lured the Korean investor with free land and higher 
subsidies for power and other resources. Armed with AP’s new 
term sheet, the fi rm attempted to pressure the TN government in-
to matching the rival package. Recognizing this unethical attempt 
to extract further benefi ts in violation of the existing agreement, 
the TN government rightly refused. If AP is guilty of poaching an 
investment already sealed by the Korean company, the fi rm itself 
deserves condemnation for breach of trust. The TN government 
should also claim damages from the investor for breach of trust. 
Such opportunistic behavior undermines investor credibility and 
sets a dangerous precedent. TN must now strengthen its legal frame-
work to deter similar incidents and protect future investments. 

Tharcius S Fernando, CHENNAI

 
FINDING A HOUSE

Two police offi cers saw this old 
woman staggering down the 

street, stopping her they can tell 
she has had far too much to drink 
and instead of taking her to jail 
they decide to just drive her home. 
They loaded her into the police 
cruiser one of the offi cers gets in 
the back with the drunk woman. 
As they drove through the streets 
they kept asking the woman where 
she lived, all she would say as she 
stroked the offi cer’s arm is “Your 
Passionate.”.They drove a while 

longer 
and asked 

again, 
again the same 
response as she stroked his arm 
“Your Passionate.” The offi cers 
were getting a little upset so they 
stopped the car and said to the 
woman, “ Look we have driven 
around this City for two hours and 
you still haven’t told us where you 
live.” She replied I keep trying to 
tell you: “Your Passin It!”

 FOCUS
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Itanagar, Nov 17: The fourth 
Khangri Glacier scientific 
expedition has achieved ma-
jor scientific milestones, in-
cluding the first-ever recon-
naissance of the high-risk 
Dharkha Tso glacial lake and 
the discovery of aquatic life at 
a depth of 20 metres in Rani 
Lake, in Arunachal Pradesh’s 
Tawang district.

The week-long expedition, 
conducted from November 8 to 
14, is a joint fl agship initiative 
of the Centre for Earth Scienc-
es and Himalayan Studies (CE-
SHS) here, and the National 
Centre for Polar and Ocean 
Research (NCPOR) under the 

Union Ministry of Earth Sci-
ences.

CESHS Director Tana Tage 
said the mission aims to deep-
en scientifi c understanding 
of glacier dynamics, climate 
change impacts and water re-
source sustainability in the 
Eastern Himalayas.

Since its launch in 2023, the 
expedition series has focused 
on long-term glacier monitor-
ing to build robust datasets 
critical for cryospheric and 
hydrological research.

Led by senior glaciologist 
Dr Parmanand Sharma and 
coordinated by Nyelam Sunil, 
the 2025 team comprised 11 
scientists and engineers from 
CESHS, NCPOR Goa, Nagaland 
University and North East Re-
gional Institute of Science and 
Technology (NERIST) near 
here.

Despite heavy snowfall pre-
venting access to the glacier 
for summer mass balance 
measurements, the team suc-
cessfully carried out high-res-
olution aerial surveys of the 
Khangri Glacier and the Rani 
Lake using advanced drone 
platforms equipped with pre-
cision sensors, Tage said.

A signifi cant breakthrough 
came from an unmanned so-
nar-based bathymetric survey 
of Rani Lake, which revealed 
aquatic life at 20 metres, an im-
portant fi nding in a high-altitude 
glacial environment, he said.

Researchers also retrieved 
critical summer-season data 

from the automatic weather 
station (AWS) and automatic 
water level recorder (AWRL) 
installed earlier on the glacier. 
Additionally, they complet-
ed 24-hour stream discharge 
assessments downstream of 
Khangri Glacier to analyse 
meltwater behaviour and hy-

drological variations.
A landmark achievement of 

this year’s expedition was the 
fi rst scientifi c scaling and re-
connaissance of Dharkha Tso, 
one of the 29 GLOF-susceptible 
lakes identifi ed by NDMA in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Dharkha Tso, located at 
16,145 ft in Mirathang Valley, 
has no direct access route and 
required an arduous ascent of 
3.8 km.

The team trekked through 
more than 3 feet of snow across 
a 700-metre stretch, navigating 
low oxygen levels, steep ridg-
es, slippery trails and hazard-
ous gorges. Despite the condi-
tions, the scientists reached 
the lake and completed aerial 
drone mapping along with wa-
ter and sediment sampling for 
detailed GLOF hazard assess-
ment, Tage added.

CESHS said the successful 
completion of the fourth expe-
dition marks a signifi cant step 
forward in India’s scientifi c 
efforts to study glacier health, 
meltwater contribution, hy-
drometeorological patterns 
and glacial lake outburst fl ood 
(GLOF) risks in the Eastern Hi-
malayas.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 17: The Kol-
hapur bench of Bombay High 
Court has permitted the cap-
ture of ‘Omkar’, a wild ele-
phant that has strayed from its 
herd, and its temporary trans-
location to Vantara in Gujarat.

A bench of Justices MS 
Karnik and Ajit Kadethankar, 
in the order passed last week, 
said the capture shall be done 
with necessary precautions to 
ensure Omkar is not harmed 
or traumatized during the op-
eration.

“Vantara shall oversee the 
welfare and training of Omkar, 
with minimal human interven-
tion,” the HC order said.

The order was passed on a 
public interest litigation (PIL) 
fi led by one Rohit Kamble 
raising concerns over the pro-
tection and welfare of Omkar, 
which after straying from its 
herd had entered human hab-
itation areas.

Kamble challenged the or-
der passed by the state forest 
department for translocation/
rehabilitation of Omkar to 
Vantara arguing the place 
would not be suited for a wild 
elephant.

As per the plea, the elephant 
had entered Maharashtra from 
Karnataka as part of natu-
ral migration after which it 
strayed from its herd.

As per the forest depart-
ment, it was necessary to cap-
ture Omkar- who was roaming 
in Sindhudurg and Kolhapur 
districts - as the elephant was 
posing a threat not just to it-
self but also to human life and 
property.

The department further said 
only Radha Krishna Temple 
Elephant Welfare Trust (Van-
tara) in Gujarat has expressed 
willingness to accommodate 
Omkar and to provide it shel-
ter, training and rehabilita-
tion.

As per the department, this 
translocation would be tempo-
rary and a Supreme Court set 
up high powered committee 
would submit its recommen-
dation on the long term plan 
for Omkar.

Petitioner Kamble, however, 
opposed this and said shifting 
the elephant from Maharash-
tra to Gujarat would result 
in him losing his natural in-

stincts.
Kamble further submitted 

that no law in the country 
permits wildlife to be handed 
over/transferred to any pri-
vate entity as proposed by the 
forest department in Omkar’s 
case.

Kamble contended that Van-
tara is majorly sheltering cap-
tive and bonded elephants and 
not wild elephants.

The petition sought for the 
elephant to be rehabilitated at 
Radhanagari Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in Kolhapur or any other 
such natural habitat near Kol-
hapur.

The court, in its order, not-
ed that there have been sever-
al instances of damage caused 
by Omkar, adding it became 
aggressive and killed a man 
in Dodamarg in Sindhudurg 
district in April.

As per the forest depart-
ment, Omkar was around 10 
years old and, hence, it would 
not be feasible to release it in 
the wild since it would not be 
able to fend for itself.

The court also noted that 
in November, an “unfortu-
nate and inhuman” incident 
occurred wherein certain 
persons hurled powerful fi re 
crackers at Omkar while it 
was bathing.

Elephants play a crucial 
ecological role and their ac-
tivities shape and sustain the 
environments they inhabit, the 
HC said. “Elephants are offi -
cials classifi ed as endangered 
in India, refl ecting the serious 
threats they face. Elephant 
population in India is under 
constant pressure from habitat 
loss, fragmentation, and hu-
man-elephant confl ict. It thus 
becomes crucial to protect the 
elephant species to ensure the 
sustenance and balance of the 
forest ecology,” the HC said.
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Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, 
Nov 17: Cotton cultivation in 
Maharashtra has shrunk by 
nearly 4.59 lakh hectares over 
four years as high labour costs 
and lack of mechanisation push 
farmers towards soybean, a cot-
ton expert said.

In 2020-21, cotton was culti-
vated on 45.45 lakh hectares 
across Maharashtra, with an 
output of 101.05 lakh bales (each 
bale weighs 170 kilograms).

By 2024-25, the area dropped 
to 40.86 lakh hectares, and the 
projected production is 87.63 
lakh bales, according to data 
from the Union Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare and the Cotton Research 
Centre, Nanded.

Dr Arvind Pandagale, an 
agronomist from the Cotton 
Research Centre, told PTI that 
cotton cultivation is largely be-
ing replaced by soybean.

“Cotton has to be picked by 
hand. The labour cost for cot-
ton picking is `10 per kg. The 
selling price is not more than 
`70 per kg. Plus, the crop needs 
spraying of pesticides, and the 
manpower required for this is 
a big and costly part,” he said.

“The cost of growing cotton 
is increasing, which is why the 
area under cotton cultivation in 
Maharashtra is declining,” he 
added. Another problem is the 
diffi culty in plucking cotton, 
Pandagale pointed out.

“Cotton plucking should 
be mechanised to address the 
labour shortage. But the ma-
chines available in India also 
collect leaves and other un-
wanted materials along with 
the cotton. Several industries 
across the country are work-
ing to develop more effi cient 
cotton-plucking machines,” he 
said.

In other countries, cotton is 
picked by machines, and their 
plants do not grow taller than 
3.5 to 4 feet, Pandagale said.

“In India, the plants can 
reach up to 7 feet. We are try-
ing to reduce the height of 
cotton plants with the help of 
research. In India, farmers use 

a ‘straight variety’ of cotton 
seeds. In countries like Brazil 
and Australia, they use hybrid 
seeds. The straight variety al-
lows for plucking the cotton 
2-3 times, which is not possible 
with hybrid seeds,” he added.

Aba Kolhe, a cotton farmer 
from Ghosla village in Chhatra-
pati Sambhajinagar district, al-
so pointed out high labour costs 
and other problems.

“This year, due to heavy rain 
during harvest, the cotton balls 
lost weight. As a result, work-
ers are not willing to pick them 
even if we pay `20 per kg. Ex-
cept in 2021-22, we haven’t got 
a good price for the crop. So 
we have reduced the area of 
cultivation compared to 2019,” 
he said.

Kolhe said that till 2019, he 
used to grow cotton on all 11 
acres of his land. “Now, I grow 
cotton on only half of that 
land,” he added.

Cotton imports in the coun-
try are likely to increase this 
year compared to the exports, 
as per the offi cial data.

In 2021-22, India imported 
21.13 lakh bales of cotton and 
exported 42.25 lakh bales.

The expected import for 2024-
25 is 25 lakh bales, while the ex-
port is likely to drop to 18 lakh 
bales, as per statistics provid-
ed by the Committee on Cotton 
Production & Consumption.

Breakthroughs at Khangri Glacier

A landmark achievement of this year’s 
expedition was the fi rst scientifi c scaling and 
reconnaissance of Dharkha Tso, one of the 29 
GLOF-susceptible lakes identifi ed by NDMA 

in Arunachal Pradesh

The week-long expedition, 
conducted from 

November 8 to 14, aims 
to deepen scientifi c 

understanding of glacier 
dynamics, climate change 

impacts and water 
resource sustainability in 
the Eastern Himalayas

Vantara in Gujarat has 
expressed willingness to 

accommodate Omkar and to 
provide it shelter, training and 
rehabilitation 

As per the forest department, 
the translocation of Omkar 

to Vantara would be temporary 
and that a fi nal decision on 
its long-term management 
would be taken based on the 
recommendation of a high-
powered committee

COSTS SOAR, MECHANISATION LAGS

In 2020-21, cotton was 
cultivated on 45.45 lakh 

hectares across 
Maharashtra, with an 

output of 101.05 lakh bales 
(each bale weighs 170 

kilograms), by 2024-25, 
the area dropped to 40.86 

lakh hectares, and the 
projected production 

is 87.63 lakh bales

Maha sees decline in cotton farming
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Itanagar, Nov 17: Arunachal 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Chowna Mein has stat-
ed that the sacrifi ces of the 
martyrs of the 1962 Battle of 
Walong will forever remain 
engraved in the nation’s col-
lective memory, as he pledged 
to develop Walong into a major 
historical and tourism destina-
tion of the state.

Leading the 63rd commem-
oration of the historic Battle 
of Walong in Anjaw district 
of the state Sunday, Mein re-
called how 800 Indian soldiers 
held their ground for 27 days 
against nearly 4,000 enemy 
troops in the harsh terrain 
of Kibithoo, Namti, and the 
tri-junction, an offi cial state-
ment said here Monday.

The deputy chief minister 
stated that the bravery and 
devotion of the Indian Army 
remain ‘one of the most valiant 
chapters’ in the country’s mili-
tary history. He also acknowl-
edged the unwavering support 
of the local community, calling 
their solidarity with the Army 
a ‘shining example of unity and 
national integration’.

Mein expressed deep grat-
itude to the families of the 
soldiers present at the event, 
honouring their resilience and 
sacrifi ce.

He said this year’s commem-

oration was the grandest ever 
and affi rmed that the tradition 
of honouring India’s heroes 
would continue with greater 
commitment.

Reiterating the government’s 
resolve to promote Walong as a 
historical and tourism centre, 
the deputy chief minister high-
lighted initiatives such as the 
annual sunrise festival, a war 
memorial museum, and major 
enhancements in digital and 
road connectivity.

He also lauded the Dao Di-
vision of the Indian Army for 
organising treks, expeditions, 
the Walong half-marathon and 
vibrant cultural performances 
by the Monpas, Tai Khamtis, 
Army personnel of Northeast 
India and Gatka teams.

After arriving in Walong Sat-
urday, Mein inaugurated a high 
fl ag post bearing the National 
Tricolour and new tourist in-
frastructure at Bara Kundun 
under Kibithoo circle in the 

border district.
The project, he said, is an-

other step towards boosting 
border tourism, improving 
connectivity and creating new 
opportunities for local commu-
nities.

Mein also visited the Hel-
met Top war memorial at 8,500 
feet and offered floral tributes 
to the soldiers who fought val-
iantly during the 1962 battle. 
He interacted with soldiers 
of 16 Bihar B-Coy stationed 

at the post.
During the observance, Mein 

met honorary Captain (Retd) 
Karnail Singh, a veteran of the 
Battle of Walong who fought 
with the 4 Sikh Regiment at 
the age of 24 and was held cap-
tive by the PLA for six months 
before being released.

He also interacted with Maj 
Gen (Retd) Narpat Singh Ra-
jpurohit from Jodhpur, who 
continues to work for the wel-
fare of ex-servicemen as part 
of the Akhil Bharatiya Purva 
Sainik Seva Parishad.

Among those present were 
state Women and Child Devel-
opment minister Dasanglu Pul, 
MLAs Dr Mohesh Chai, Mopi 
Mihu and Puinnyo Apum, Lt 
Gen Ram Chander Tiwari, 
GOC-in-C Eastern Command, 
and Lt Gen A S Pendharkar, 
GOC 3 Corps, along with senior 
Army offi cers and soldiers.

Arunachal to develop 1962 Walong battlefi eld as tourist site
The Battle of 

Walong at Anjaw 
District remains 

one of the proudest 
chapters of Indian 

military history – the 
Indian counterattack 

during the 1962 
Indo-China War
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Mumbai, Nov 17: CNG pumps 
in Mumbai witnessed long 
queues for refuelling Monday 
after a major gas pipeline was 
damaged, disrupting supply 
and affecting thousands of 
autorickshaws, taxis and other 
CNG-run vehicles.

Mahanagar Gas Limited 
(MGL) said compressed nat-
ural gas supply to pumps in 
the fi nancial capital will be 
restored by Tuesday noon. It 
also said nearly 60 per cent, 
or 225 of the 389 CNG pumps 
supplying gas to the megapo-
lis, are operational.

“Due to stoppage of gas sup-
ply in CGS Wadala, and there-
by the MGL pipeline network, 
few CNG stations in Mumbai, 
Thane, and Navi Mumbai are 
not operational,” MGL said in 
a statement, which came after 
reports of widespread inconve-
nience to people in the city.

“The rectifi cation work is in 
progress and the restoration of 
gas supply is expected by to-
morrow, i.e. by 18th November 
2025 noon,” it added.

The utility reiterated that 
piped natural gas supply to 
homes has been on.

Several CNG pumps in 
the city have remained shut 
since morning due to low gas 
pressure, a representative of 
a local petrol dealers’ body, 
however, said.

A large number of autorick-
shaws and taxis, including 
those operated by aggregators 
like Ola and Uber, and some 
buses run by public transport 
undertakings in the city, rely 
on Compressed Natural Gas 
(CNG) supplied by MGL.

In a statement issued Sun-
day night, MGL said the 
disruption occurred due to 
third-party damage to GAIL’s 
main gas supply pipeline 
inside the Rashtriya Chem-
icals and Fertilisers (RCF) 
compound, affecting fl ow to 
its City Gate Station (CGS) at 
Wadala, a key entry point for 
gas supply to Mumbai.

Mumbai has 130 to 140 CNG 
pumps, including MGL’s own 
facilities. Many CNG pumps in 
the city have been non-func-
tional since morning due to 
low gas supply pressure, Pet-
rol Dealers Association (Mum-
bai) president Chetan Modi 
told PTI.

CNG outage cripples Mumbai
Mumbai’s transport limps 
as pipeline damage hits 

CNG supply; restoration by 
Tuesday noon, says MGL

Bombay HC permits capture 
of wild elephant Omkar
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Itanagar, Nov 17: Pancha-
yat and municipal elections 
will be held simultaneously 
in Arunachal Pradesh De-
cember 15, the State Election 
Commission (SEC) announced 
Saturday.

A total of 8.3 lakh voters 
across the state are eligible to 
exercise their franchise in the 
polls.

The scrutiny of papers will 
take place November 26, and 
the last date for withdrawal of 
nominations is November 29.

The counting of votes is 
scheduled for December 20. 
Speaking to reporters, Tashi 
said this will be the 12th gen-
eral election for panchayat bod-
ies since the NEFA Panchayat 
Regulation of 1967 and the third 
municipal election for Itanagar 
and Pasighat, the only two civic 
bodies in the state.

Arunachal currently has 27 
zilla parishads with 245 con-
stituencies and 2,103 gram 
panchayats comprising 8,181 
constituencies.

The Itanagar Municipal Cor-
poration (IMC) has 20 wards, 
while the Pasighat Municipal 
Council (PMC) has eight wards.

A total of 8,31,648 voters are 
eligible to vote -- 7,59,210 for the 
panchayat and 72,438 for munic-
ipal elections.

“Women voters outnumber 
men in the electorate for the 
panchayat polls,” Tashi added.

Panchayat, civic polls 
in Arunachal Dec 15



Health care 
in West 
Bengal 

achieves yet an-
other milestone. 
#Swasthyaingit, 
a unique GoWB 
initiative to connect remote 
areas with higher level health 
facilities through telemedicine, 
crossed 7 crores consultations 
landmark today

MAMATA BANERJEE | WEST BENGAL CM

India's seed 
market is 
among the 

fastest-growing 
in the world, 
currently esti-
mated at around 
USD 7.8 billion and projected to 
reach nearly USD 19 billion by 
2030. India ranks fi fth globally 
after the US, China, France and 
Brazil, and more than 95 per 
cent of seeds used within the 
country are produced domesti-
cally. This directly strengthens 
the Make in India mission

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | MAHARASHTRA CM
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FIVE KIDS FALL ILL AFTER EATING 
SAMOSAS IN SCHOOL CANTEEN
Five children suffered from food poison-
ing after eating ‘samosas’ at the canteen 
of a private school in Mumbai Monday 
afternoon, a civic offi cial said

Technology does 
not take away jobs; 
it creates new 
opportunities. It is 
up to us to harness 
them effectively
YOGI ADITYANATH | 
UTTAR PRADESH CM

Prime 
Minister 
Narendra 

Modi is dreaming 
of a split in the 
Congress and 
the comments 
he is making in this regard are 
absolutely baseless

ASHOK GEHLOT | EX RAJASTHAN CM

Govt raises print 
ad rates by 26%
New Delhi: The government 
Monday said it has decided 
to increase print media 
advertisement rates by 
26 per cent. This will yield 
several signifi cant benefi ts, 
both for the government 
and the media landscape, 
the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting said in 
a statement. “The media 
rates for print media per 
sq cm for 1 lakh copies of 
dailies in the black and 
white advertisement have 
been enhanced from `47.40 
to `59.68, an increase of 
26 per cent,” it said. The 
government has also agreed 
to the recommendations of 
the Rate Structure Committee 
(RSC) relating to premium 
rates to be offered for 
colour advertisements and 
preferential positioning.

2 bikers killed in
hit-and-run case 
Mirzapur (UP): Two men 
were killed Monday after an 
unidentifi ed vehicle hit the 
bike they were riding near a 
village in this Uttar Pradesh 
district, police said. The 
victims – Inzman (25) and 
Israel (22), both from Sadi 
Bankat village in Mirzapur 
district – were painters by 
profession, Padri SHO Ajit 
Singh said. The duo was 
killed on the spot after an 
unidentifi ed vehicle rammed 
into their motorcycle near 
Kapsaur village, about 
30 km from the district 
headquarters, the SHO said.

2 dead, many hurt
in mine cave-in
Dhanbad (Jharkhand): At 
least two persons were killed 
and several others were 
injured after a portion of an 
abandoned mine collapsed in 
Jharkhand's Dhanbad district, 
Nirsa MLA Arup Chatterjee 
claimed. Police said they 
received information about 
the alleged incident from the 
local media and have initiated 
an investigation into it.

Woman trampled to 
death by elephants
Bokaro (Jharkhand): A 
45-year-old woman was 
trampled to death by a herd 
of elephants in Jharkhand's 
Bokaro district, a forest 
offi cial said Monday. The 
incident occurred at 
Kharkanda village, located 
in a dense forest under 
Jageshwar Bihar police 
outpost, Sunday night. 

SHORT TAKES
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Rampur (UP), Nov 17:  Se-
nior Samajwadi Party (SP) 
leader Mohammad Azam 
Khan and his son Abdullah 
Azam were Monday convicted 
and sentenced to jail terms of 
seven years each by a special 
MP/MLA court here in a 2019 
case related to obtaining two 
PAN cards using different 
dates of birth, a prosecution 
offi cer said.

After the sentencing, Khan 
was taken from the Rampur 
court to the district jail under 
heavy security. While being 
taken to prison, he said, “What 
is there to say now? It is the 
court’s decision.”

Asked about the court 
awarding a seven-year sen-
tence each to him and his son, 
the 77-year-old leader replied, 
“It is fi ne. If they have con-
sidered me guilty, they have 
given the punishment.”

Delivering the verdict, 
Special Magistrate (MP/
MLA Court) Shobhit Ban-
sal held both father and son 
guilty after examining doc-
umentary evidence and wit-
ness testimonies, Prosecu-
tion Officer Rakesh Kumar 
Maurya, who represented 
the prosecution along with 
advocate Swadesh Sharma, 
told reporters.

The veteran SP leader was 
released from the Sitapur jail 
September 23 after 23 months. 
Before this, he was in jail for a 
straight 27 months.

Azam Khan, son 
convicted in dual
PAN card case
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New Delhi, Nov 17: The Jam-
mu and Kashmir Students 
Association (JKSA) Monday 
alleged that Kashmiri students 
across several northern states 
are facing profi ling, eviction 
and intimidation in 

the aftermath of the Red Fort 
blast in Delhi, and urged Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to 
publicly intervene to “call off 
the vilifi cation” 

of the community.
Addressing a press confer-

ence here, JKSA National Con-
venor Nasir Khuehami said a 
“particular community is being 
targeted after 

the attack”, claiming that 
Kashmiri students are being 
harassed in universities and 

localities in states such as Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan 
and Delhi.

“Kashmiri students believe 
in India's democracy and in the 
mainstream, not in terrorism. 
But they are being profi led 
and vilifi ed by authorities and 
local people across states. Many 
landlords have asked Kashmiri 
tenants to vacate their rooms, 
forcing several students to re-
turn home out of fear,” Khue-
hami said.

He added that the associa-
tion had “no objection to any 
investigation” into the blast, 
but demanded that the Centre 
ensure the safety of Kashmiri 
students and prevent “collec-
tive suspicion”.

“We request the Prime Minis-
ter to make a public statement. 

Kashmiris are as much a part 
of this country as any other cit-
izen,”  he said.

The JKSA also condemned 
the blast outside the Red Fort 
“in the strongest words” and 

sought a fair investigation and 
strict action against the cul-
prits. The car explosion near 
Red Fort November 10, which 
killed 15 people, has triggered 
a sweeping, multi-agency in-

vestigation involving the Del-
hi Police Special Cell, NIA and 
Crime Branch. Three people, 
including two doctors from 
Haryana's Al Falah Universi-
ty, have been detained as part 
of the probe.

Police have also registered 
two separate FIRs against Al 
Falah University under cheat-
ing and forgery charges fol-
lowing regulatory violations 
fl agged by the UGC and NAAC. 
A police team visited the uni-
versity’s Okhla offi ce Saturday 
to gather details of individuals 
under scrutiny.

Offi cials said the detained 
doctors, Mohammad and Mus-
takim, were known to Dr Umar 
Nabi, the driver of the car that 
exploded, and were allegedly 
in touch with Dr Muzammil 

Ganaie, arrested earlier in a 
suspected “white-collar terror 
module” case. Their statements 
are being examined to assess 
their possible role in the broad-
er conspiracy.

Investigators are also 
probing the role of a Farid-
abad-based man accused of 
illegally selling fertilisers, as 
evidence suggests the module 
pooled around `26 lakh to ac-
quire explosive materials, in-
cluding NPK fertiliser.

Since the blast, police have 
checked more than 500 people 
from Jammu and Kashmir 
in Faridabad alone as part of 
heightened security measures, 
according to offi cials. The NIA is 
now probing the wider conspir-
acy after the initial UAPA FIR 
was transferred to the agency.

Being targeted for Red Fort blast: Kashmiri students
Addressing a press conference here, JKSA National Convenor Nasir Khuehami said a “particular community is being targeted after the attack”, 
claiming that Kashmiri students are being harassed in universities and localities in states such as Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi

A fl ock of ducks swims through waterfl ow at Pabitora Wildlife Sanctuary in Morigaon, Assam PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Nov 17:  The Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
has arrested Jasir Bilal Wani 
in Srinagar, who was an “ac-
tive co-conspirator” of suicide 
bomber Umar un Nabi, in 
connection with the car blast 
near the Red Fort last week 
that claimed 15 lives, officials 
said Monday.

A resident of Qazigund in 
Anantnag district of Jammu 
and Kashmir, Wani allegedly 
provided technical support for 
carrying out terror attacks by 
modifying drones and attempt-
ing to make rockets ahead of 
the deadly car bomb blast, the 
agency said in a statement.

Wani, who also goes by the 
alias of Danish, was arrested 
in Srinagar by an NIA team, 
it said.

"The accused... was an ac-
tive co-conspirator behind the 
attack and had worked closely 
with the terrorist, Umar un Na-
bi, to plan the terror carnage," 
the NIA statement said.

The agency is exploring "var-
ious angles" to unravel the con-
spiracy behind the November 
10 blast in the national capital. 
"Several teams of the anti-ter-
ror agency are pursuing mul-
tiple leads, and are conducting 
searches across states to identi-

fy every person involved in the 
terror attack," it said.

A bachelor in political sci-
ences, Wani was intensely 
brainwashed by Umar for sev-
eral months to become a suicide 
bomber. He had agreed to have 
met the 'Doctor module' in Oc-
tober last year at a mosque in 
Kulgam, from where he was 
taken to a rented accommoda-
tion at the Al Falah University 

in Haryana's Faridabad.
Wani, who was earlier de-

tained by the Jammu and Kash-
mir Police, had revealed to his 
interrogators that while others 
in the module wanted him to be 
an over-ground worker (OGW) 
for the banned Jaish-e-Moham-
med, Umar brainwashed him 
for several months to become 
a suicide bomber.

The plan, however, col-

lapsed in April this year af-
ter he backed out, citing his 
poor economic condition and 
the belief that suicide was for-
bidden in Islam.

The suicide bomber scouting 
plot adds a dangerous new di-
mension to the investigation 
into the interstate terror net-
work linked to the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed (JeM).

As reported by PTI earlier, 
Umar, a 28-year-old doctor 
from Pulwama, emerged as the 
most radicalised and key oper-
ative in the network spanning 
Kashmir, Haryana, and Uttar 
Pradesh, and offi cials believe 
he was planning a powerful 
vehicle-borne improvised ex-
plosive device (VBIED) blast 
timed around the Babri Mas-
jid demolition anniversary on 
December 6.

However, his plans were to 
place a VBIED around a crowd-
ed place, either in the national 
capital or at some place of re-
ligious importance, and disap-
pear, said the offi cials, piecing 
together the evidence.

Wani's interrogation by 
the Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice had revealed that Umar's 
transformation began after a 
trip to Turkiye in 2021 with 
co-accused Dr Muzammil Ah-
mad Ganaie, where they al-
legedly met JeM OGWs.

Delhi blast: NIA nabs another key aide
A resident of Qazigund in Anantnag district of Jammu and Kashmir, Wani allegedly provided technical support for 
carrying out terror attacks by modifying drones and attempting to make rockets ahead of the deadly car bomb blast

NIA: Amir arranged safe house, support for Nabi
NEW DELHI: The National Investigating Agency Monday told a Delhi 
court that Amir Rashid Ali, a key accused in the Red  Fort area car 
bomb blast case, allegedly arranged a safe house and provided 
logistical support to Dr Umar Nabi, the  suicide bomber” who was 
driving the explosive-laden car that detonated outside the Red Fort. Ali, 
a resident of Pampore in South Kashmir, was brought to the court of 
Principal District and Sessions Judge Anju Bajaj Chandna at the Patiala 
House courts complex amid tight security.
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New Delhi, Nov 17: Batting 
for a long-term solution for 
air pollution in Delhi-NCR, 
the Supreme Court Monday 
refused to impose year-round 
restrictions on all activities 
prohibited under the Graded 
Response Action Plan (GRAP) 
-- a set of emergency measures 
to control pollution.

The top court asked the Pun-
jab and Haryana governments 
to strictly follow the directions 
of the Commission for Air Qual-
ity Management (CAQM) on the 
issue of stubble burning in the 
two states. “If the CAQM’s sug-
gestions to Punjab and Haryana 
are implemented, then stubble 
burning can be adequately tack-
led. Thus, we direct both states 
to have a combined meeting 
and ensure that the CAQM’s 
suggestions are scrupulously 
implemented,” a bench compris-
ing Chief Justice B R Gavai and 
Justices K Vinod Chandran and 
N V Anjaria said.

“It is also stated that the 
Union environment minister 
held a meeting on November 11 
and that within a day, appropri-
ate instructions could be taken 
to fi nd out appropriate steps to 
be taken to deal with the men-
ace of pollution,” it said.

Additional Solicitor Gener-
al (ASG) Aishwarya Bhati was 
asked to apprise the court of the 
complete plan of action Novem-
ber 19, the next date of hearing, 
when the court will also issue 
directions in the case.

At the outset, the bench said 
that from time to time, sever-
al orders have been passed to 
deal with the high level of air 

pollution.
“However, we are of the 

view, which is agreed by amic-
us (curiae) and the ASG, that 
the issue cannot be looked at 
with a temporary solution and 
a long-drawn solution needs to 
be looked at,” it said.

Senior advocate and amicus 
curiae Aprajita Singh said that 
though Punjab’s affi davit said 
that stubble burning incidents 
have gone down, there is no 
reduction in pollution levels.

Noting the submissions of 
senior advocate Gopal Sankar-
narayanan, appearing for one 
of the parties, the bench said he 
stated that Delhi has become a 
gas chamber and that all activ-
ities prohibited from GRAP 1 
onwards should be prohibited 
for the entire year.

“The restriction to be im-
posed on activities in Delhi in 
(a) graded manner taking into 
consideration AQI standards has 
been fi nalised by the expert(s) in 
the fi eld on scientifi c data. We do 
not possess expertise to deal with 
the same. We are therefore not 
inclined to act on the submission 
of Mr Sankarnarayanan that all 
activities (prohibited from GRAP 
1 onwards) be stopped in Delhi,” 
the CJI said. “A large chunk of 
the population depends on vari-
ous activities for their livelihood 
in the capital... We agree with 
the amicus and the ASG that a 
long-term solution is needed to 
tackle the menace of pollution 
in a graded manner. For that, a 
combined action by the MoEFCC 
(Ministry of Environment, For-
ests and Climate Change) along 
with Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan and Haryana offi cials is 
needed,” he said.

DELHI POLLUTION

SC for long-term 
solution, no ban on 
polluting activities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 17:  The 
Election Commission Monday 
ordered ‘Special Revision’ of 
electoral rolls in Assam and the 
fi nal voter list will be published 
February 10, 2026.

According to instructions 
issued by the poll panel for the 
chief electoral offi cer of Assam, 
January 1, 2026 will be the qual-
ifying date for the state to carry 
out the Special Revision.

According to offi cials, the 
Special Revision stands some-
where between the annual 
special summary revision and 
the Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

“It is in a way an upgrade of 
special summary revision... 
instead of enumeration forms, 
booth-level offi cers will verify 
electors on a pre-fi lled register,”a 
senior functionary explained.

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma welcomed 
the Election Commission’s de-
cision to undertake Special 
Revision of the electoral rolls 
in the state and assured the 
government's full cooperation.

“The Govt of Assam wel-
comes the Election Commission 
of India's decision to undertake 
a Special Revision of the elec-
toral rolls with 01.01.2026 as 
the qualifying date,” the chief 
minister posted on X.

“This will help ensure clean, 
updated and accurate elector-
al rolls for all eligible citizens. 
Assam will extend full coop-
eration to the @ECISVEEP 
to complete the revision in a 
transparent and time-bound 
manner,” he added.

According to the schedule, 
the door-to-door verifi cation 
will take place from November 
22 to December 20.

The integrated draft electoral 
roll will be published December 
27 and the fi nal roll February 10 
next year. For fi eld verifi cation, 
the booth level offi cers (BLOs) 
will be given a pre-fi lled BLO 
register containing the details 
of existing electors in their 
respective part for a house-to-
house fi eld visit.

The household is the basic 
unit for conducting the house-
to-house survey and to get the 
said details verifi ed or correct-
ed from the elector or the head 
of the household. It said the 
details of D-Voters (doubtful 
voters) will not be included in 
the register, as no verifi cation 
is required in their case.

EC orders ‘Special Revision’ of voter list in Assam 16th Finance Comm 
submits reports to Prez
New Delhi: Chairman of the 
16th Finance Commission Arvind 
Panagariya Monday submitted to 
President Droupadi Murmu the 
panel's report, recommending 
the share of states in the net tax 
collected by the Centre over fi ve 
years beginning April 1, 2026. The 
report will be tabled in Parliament 
during its upcoming Winter Session. 
"Members of the 16th Finance 
Commission, led by its Chairman, 
Arvind Panagariya, called on 
President Droupadi Murmu and 
submitted the Commission's report 
for 2026-31," Rashtrapati Bhavan 
said in a post on X. The 16th Finance 
Commission's recommendations 
with regard to the formula for sharing 
taxes for fi ve years, starting from 
2026-27 to 2030-31, will be crucial.
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New Delhi, Nov 17: Forty-two 
Indian Umrah pilgrims from 
Telangana were among 44 peo-
ple killed in a collision involv-
ing their bus and a fuel tanker 
near Madina in Saudi Arabia 
in the wee hours of Monday, 
people familiar with the mat-
ter said.

 It has been confi rmed by 
local authorities that there 
is one Indian survivor and he 
is undergoing medical treat-
ment, they said. It is learnt 
that two local facilitators on 
board the bus were also killed 
in the accident. 

The mortal remains of the 
deceased have been transferred 
to King Fahad Hospital, King 
Salman Hospital and Al Miqat 
Hospital, and offi cials from the 
Indian mission in Jeddah are 
coordinating with the local au-
thorities to handle the situation, 
the people cited above said.

 "The families of the de-
ceased will have an option af-
ter mortal remains have been 
identifi ed for repatriation to 
India or a local burial at Jan-
natul Baqi (cemetery in Ma-
dinah) as per local customs," 
one of the people said.  The 
accident took place nearly 40 
km from Madina at around 11 
pm local time (1:30 am, IST), 
the people said.

 The bus had stopped on the 
side of a road, and during this 
stoppage, an oil tanker collid-
ed with the bus, resulting in 
an explosion, they said.  Saudi 
Authorities are currently in-
vestigating the circumstances 
that led to the accident.

 The bus was learnt to be on 
its way from Mecca to Madina.

 Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar and other 
leaders conveyed condolences 
to the families of the deceased.

 "Deeply saddened by the ac-
cident in Medinah involving 
Indian nationals. My thoughts 
are with the families who have 
lost their loved ones. I pray for 
the swift recovery of all those 
injured," Modi said on 'X'.

 "Our Embassy in Riyadh and 
Consulate in Jeddah are pro-
viding all possible assistance. 
Our offi cials are also in close 

contact with Saudi Arabian au-
thorities," he said.  Jaishankar, 
currently on a visit to Russia, 
expressed deep shock over the 
accident. "Our Embassy in Ri-
yadh and Consulate in Jeddah 
are giving the fullest support 
to Indian nationals and fami-
lies affected by this accident," 
he said.  "Sincere condolences 
to the bereaved families. Pray 
for the speedy recovery of those 
injured," he said.

 The Indian mission in Jed-
dah has set up a 24X7 control 
room to coordinate assistance 
and sent offi cials to the site of 
the accident.  As soon as the 
Consulate of India in Jeddah 
learnt of the accident, a team of 
offi cers rushed to the incident 
site and to hospitals where the 
accident casualties were taken, 
the people cited above said.

They have been in regular 
touch with families and are 
liaising with local authorities 
for further action, they said. Of-
fi cials from the Indian Consul-
ate in Jeddah will continue to 
remain in touch with the local 
authorities.

 The Indian embassy in 
Riyadh is also in touch with 
senior offi cials at Saudi Ara-
bia's foreign ministry, interior 
ministry and transport minis-
try.  Telangana Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy expressed 
shock over the accident. His 
offi ce said he has instructed 
offi cials to contact the Minis-
try of External Affairs and the 
Saudi Embassy regarding this 
incident and to immediately 
undertake necessary relief 
measures.  "Chief Secretary K. 
Ramakrishna Rao has promptly 
spoken with Coordination Sec-
retary Gaurav Uppal in Delhi 
and issued the required direc-
tives," it said on 'X'.

 "A control room has been set 
up at the Secretariat to moni-
tor details and relief measures 
regarding this incident on an 
ongoing basis, to provide in-
formation to the families and 
relatives," it said.  The Indian 
consulate in Madina said it 
and the Indian embassy are in 
touch with the Saudi Haj and 
Umrah ministry, and other lo-
cal authorities. 

"They are also in touch with 
the concerned Umrah opera-
tors. A team of Consulate staff 
and Indian community volun-
teers is on the ground at vari-
ous hospitals and sites," it said 
in a press statement. 

 "The Embassy in Riyadh 
and the Consulate in Jeddah 
are extending fullest support. 
Offi cials of the Embassy and 
the Consulate are also in touch 
with the concerned offi cials of 
the state of Telangana to coor-
dinate with the concerned fam-
ilies," it said. 

People Happily 
Buy iPhones 
Worth Lakhs
But Procrastinate 
on Life and Health 
Insurance 
Huge Medical Bills 

Can Badly Impact Lives
India Has a Massive Financial 
Awareness Problem
 @Ravisutanjani
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national
SIDDARAMAIAH MEETS KHARGE 
Amid talks of a reshuffl e in 
the Karnataka government, 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
met Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge at his resi-
dence Monday evening

Our goal is 
clear - re-

gional strength 
along with national 
progress and India's 
global leadership in 
every fi eld, which 
will lead us towards 
the creation of a 
great India
AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

Putin’s aide holds 
talks with Doval
New Delhi: Russian President 
Vladimir Putin's aide Nikolay 
Patrushev Monday held talks 
with National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval covering various 
aspects of bilateral ties. 
The talks largely focused on 
President Putin’s visit to India 
early next month, it is learnt. 
Patrushev also met India’s 
National Maritime Security 
Coordinator Vice Admiral 
Biswajit Dasgupta. 

TN revenue staff to 
boycott SIR work 
Chennai: The Federation 
of Associations of Revenue 
Employees of Tamil Nadu 
declared Monday that their 
members will boycott SIR 
work from November 18, 
protesting against “excessive 
workload, insufficient 
manpower, deadline 
pressure, and inadequate 
training and funding”. The 
state-wide move was to 
seek proper training for all 
officials, appointment of 
additional Booth Level Offices 
and deployment of sufficient 
strength at the BLO level.

Mother, son 
get life term
Ballia (UP): A local court 
Monday sentenced a man 
and his mother to life 
imprisonment for killing his 
wife and their 16-month-old 
daughter over dowry demands, 
police said. According to the 
prosecution, Sarita (27) and 
her daughter Khushboo were 
killed June 3, 2024, at Karni 
village under the Ubhaon 
police station limits in Ballia 
district. Sarita's brother, Ram 
Govind from Duha Bihra village 
in the district, lodged an FIR 
accusing Sarita's husband 
Ram Kewal Verma and mother-
in-law Chanmuni of killing the 
mother and daughter over 
dowry demands.

We don’t 
want multiple 
tie-ups with 

multiple nations 
because if you 
try to tie up with 
everybody, you 
will not have a relationship with 
anybody

CONRAD K SANGMA |  MEGHALAYA CM

It was only 
Balasaheb 
Thackeray 

who had the 
courage to tell 
people to proudly 
proclaim that 
they are Hindus. His teachings, 
self-confi dence and determination 
are the very steps to success. I 
myself rose from ‘shakha pramukh’ 
to Maharashtra chief minister due 
to the blessings of Balasaheb and 
Anand Dighe

EKNATH SHINDE  | MAHA DY CM

The Election 
Commission 
was once 

known for its 
commitment to 
ensuring that not 
even a single voter 
is left out, whether in mountains, 
deserts or border hamlets... 
Over the years, this institutional 
strength has eroded

SACHIN PILOT  |  CONGRESS LEADER

SHORT TAKES

However, there was 
no offi cial word 

from Saudi authorities 
or the government of 
India over casualties

42 Indians die in Madina bus mishap
Citing preliminary 

information, 
Hyderabad Police 
Commissioner V C 
Sajjanar put the toll 
at 45, saying a total of 
54 persons from the 
city had left for the 
pilgrimage recently

A man shows a photograph of his 
relatives who were killed in the bus 
accident  PTI PHOTO

A man carrries ‘kangri’, a traditional portable Kashmiri heating pot, as residents brace for the onset of winters  PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 17: India will 
continue to consider the terror-
ists and their supporters alike, 
and it will respond fi rmly to ter-
rorism, Chief of Army Staff Gen 
Upendra Dwivedi said Monday, 
in a fi rm message to Pakistan.

In an interactive session, the 
Army Chief also broadly said 
that there has been improve-
ment in India’s relations with 
China in the last one year fol-
lowing talks between the lead-
ership of the two countries.

On cross-border terrorism 
from Pakistan, Gen Dwivedi 
said New Delhi has been fol-
lowing a policy of new normal 
in dealing with Pakistan, and 
it will be a challenge for the 
neighbouring country if it con-
tinues to support terror groups 
targeting India.

“India focuses on progress 
and prosperity. If someone 
creates obstacles in our course, 
then we will have to take some 
action against them,” he said. 
“We have said that talks and 
terror can’t go together; blood 
and water cannot follow togeth-
er. We are for a peaceful pro-
cess, which we will cooperate 
with. Until then, we will treat 
terrorists and their sponsors 
alike,” the Army Chief said.

“Today, India is in a posi-
tion that it is not scared of any 
blackmailing,” he said, appar-
ently referring to Pakistan’s 
nuclear threat.

India is not scared of 
blackmailing, Army 
chief warns Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Belagavi (Karnataka), Nov 
17: Thirty-one blackbucks 
have died at a zoo here in just 
four days due to a bacterial 
infection, Karnataka Forest 
Minister Eshwar Khandre said 
Monday.

The devastating toll, which 
reduced Kittur Rani Chen-
namma Zoo’s blackbuck popu-
lation to seven, has prompted 
a high-level investigation from 
the government. According to 
sources at the zoo, eight ante-
lopes died Thursday, followed 

by 20 more deaths Saturday.
Three more blackbucks 

died at the facility in the last 
two days. Minister Khandre 
reached Belagavi and held a 
meeting with the zoo offi cials.

Later speaking to reporters, 
Khandre expressed “deep pain” 
over the deaths and ordered 
an inquiry to determine the 
source and spread of the dis-
ease among the animals.

“Prima facie, it is found that 
these blackbucks died due to 
bacterial infection. Our offi cers 
and veterinary doctors are giv-
ing treatment to them,” he said.

The Minister said all pre-
cautionary measures are being 
taken to ensure that the disease 
does not spread to other zoos.

“I have ordered a high-level 
probe to fi nd out how this dis-
ease spread among blackbucks. 
We have sent experts from 
Bannerghatta Biological Park 
in Bengaluru. Our offi cials are 
in touch with experts in this 
fi eld,” Khandre said.

Noting that he has given 
directions to save the remain-
ing blackbucks, he said he has 
ordered that such incidents 
should not occur in future.

Bacterial infection kills 31 blackbucks at Karnataka zoo
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New Delhi, Nov 17: What is 
this -- a juice packet? Should 
liquor in tetra packs be per-
mitted at all? the Supreme 
Court wondered Monday, not-
ing that such packaging was 
“dangerous” and deceiving, as 
it heard a trademark dispute 
between two liquor giants of 
the country.

After a counsel produced the 
tetra packs of both companies, 
pointing out the similarities 
in branding of their products, 

a bench of Justices Surya Kant 
and Joymalya Bagchi expressed 
surprise that the government 
had allowed liquor to be sold 
in such packets and said it was 
a “serious issue”.

The bench was hearing a 
trademark dispute between 
John Distilleries Pvt Ltd, 
which sells the product ‘Origi-
nal Choice’ whisky, and Allied 
Blenders and Distilleries Pvt 
Ltd, which produces product 
‘Offi cers Choice’ whisky.

The top court appointed 
former apex court judge L 

Nageswara Rao as mediator 
to settle the dispute amicably 
between both the liquor fi rms, 
which command a major share 
in the country's whisky market.

When senior advocate Mukul 
Rohatgi, appearing for John 
Distilleries Pvt Ltd, produced 
the tetra packs of both the 

companies to the bench, Jus-
tice Kant said, “What is this 
packet? Juice.” Rohatgi said 
that these are tetra packs of 
whisky, which are one of the 
highest-selling products in 
Karnataka. The bench said, 
“Should this at all be permitted. 
We think this is very danger-

ous. It can be taken to schools 
or colleges by the students in 
their bags. Parents can be eas-
ily deceived.”

Justice Kant said this was 
the fi rst time in his life he was 
seeing liquor in tetra packs and 
remarked, “How did the gov-
ernments permit these kinds 
of packets. If someone fi les pub-
lic interest litigation, we would 
like to examine.”

Rohatgi and senior advocate 
Abhishek Singhvi, appear-
ing for Allied Blenders and 
Distilleries Pvt Ltd, said that 
there are other brands also in 
the market and governments 
are only interested in earning 
revenue from the sale of these 
products.

Justice Bagchi said the gov-
ernments are trading on the 
health of the people.

“Just understand how much 
tons are wasted on health be-
cause of earning revenue... 
trading on the health of the 
people,” Justice Bagchi said.

Rohatgi said, “This is how it 
is. Your lordships may look at 
this issue later, I have no dif-
fi culty.”

The bench, while request-
ing Justice (retd) Rao to act 
as mediator, said that having 
regard to the nature of urgen-
cy involved, the mediator may 
take up the matter on a priority 
basis and make an endeavour to 
conclude a settlement process 
at the earliest.

The court made the observations upon being shown 
tetra packs containing whiskey for sale during the 

hearing of a trademark dispute case

Apex court fl ags liquor tetra packs as ‘dangerous’
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Patna, Nov 17: The process 
for formation of the new NDA 
government in Bihar began 
Monday after Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar met Governor 
Arif Mohammed Khan and 
recommended the dissolution 
of the outgoing Assembly with 
effect from November 19.

Kumar, the JD(U) supremo, 
will again meet the governor 
Wednesday and tender his res-
ignation along with a letter of 
support from all other constitu-
ents of the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA).

JD(U) sources said that Ku-
mar would be elected legisla-
ture party leader November 
19, a day before taking oath 
as Bihar CM for a record 10th 
time at a programme at Gandhi 
Maidan in Patna. Other minis-
ters of the new cabinet are also 
expected to be sworn in during 
the programme.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and several top NDA 
leaders, including Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, Rajnath 
Singh and Dharmendra Prad-

han, are expected to attend the 
swearing-in ceremony. Mean-
while, hectic lobbying is under-
way among NDA partners to fi -
nalise the allocation of cabinet 
berths, the JD(U) sources said.

The new cabinet is likely to 
include fi ve to six fresh faces 
from the BJP and JD(U), they 
said. Umesh Singh Kushwaha, 
JD(U) state chief and Mahnar 
seat winner, is likely to be in-
ducted into the new cabinet.

Along with the JD(U) and the 
BJP, Union minister Chirag 
Paswan’s LJP (RV), Jitan Ram 
Manjhi’s HAM-S, and Upendra 
Kushwaha’s RLM will also be 
part of the new cabinet, the 
sources said. “The LJP (RV) is 
likely to get three berths, while 
HAM-S and RLM may get one 
berth each. A maximum of 16 
ministers from the BJP and 14 
from JD(U), along with Nitish 
Kumar, are likely to take oath 
November 20,” one of the sourc-
es said. The ruling NDA deci-
mated the Mahagathbandhan 
in Bihar with its tally crossing 
200 seats of the 243-member As-
sembly. The CM met the gover-
nor immediately after the last 
Cabinet meeting of the outgoing 
government and apprised him 
of the decision recommending 
dissolution of the Assembly 
from November 19.

In the Opposition camp, 
newly elected RJD MLAs held 
a meeting and named Tejashwi 
Yadav as the legislature party 
leader, its spokesperson Shakti 
Singh said.

Nitish set to take oath as
Bihar CM for 10th time
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New Delhi, Nov 17: In a ra-
re move, the Supreme Court 
Monday restrained  the courts 
from releasing from jail the 
accused who had duped a 
72-year-old woman advocate of 
the apex court of Rs 3.29 crore 
through ‘digital arrest’ fraud, 
saying the case warrants “un-
usual orders”.

“We have to deal with these 
cases sternly so that the right 
message is sent. An unusual 
phenomenon needs unusu-
al intervention,” a bench of 
Justices Surya Kant and Joy-
malya Bagchi said.

Digital arrest is a growing 
form of cybercrime in which 
fraudsters pose as law enforce-
ment or court offi cials or person-
nel from government agencies 
to intimidate victims through 
audio and video calls.

 They hold the victims hos-
tage and put pressure on them 
to pay money.  

The bench took on record 
the intervention application 
fi led by the Supreme Court 
Advocate on Record Associ-
ation (SCAORA), which took 
forward the case of the woman 
lawyer and sought strict action 
against the perpetrators of the 
crime. 

SCAORA president Vipin 
Nair submitted that the elderly 
woman lawyer lost her savings 
and the accused, who were ar-
rested following the registra-

tion of the FIR in May this 
year, are about to be released 
on statutory bail.

The bench, while taking note 
of the submissions, immedi-
ately ordered, “Meanwhile, 
the suspect Vijay Khanna and 
other co-accused shall not be 
released by any court. They 
can approach this court for 
any relief.” Justice Kant told 
Nair, “We are not against any-
one’s life and liberty but this 
case warrants unusual orders. 
We have to deal with these 
cases sternly so that the right 
message is sent. An unusual 
phenomenon needs unusual 
intervention.” 

Top court restrains 
release of accused 

DIGITAL ARREST CASE

Techie loses ̀ 32 crore
BANGALORE: A case has been 
registered in connection with 
a 57-year-old woman alleged-
ly losing about `32 crore in a 
sophisticated ‘digital arrest’ 
scam that lasted over six months, 
which is perhaps the largest cyber 
fraud of this type in Karnataka, 
police said Monday. Posing as CBI 
offi cers, the fraudsters enforced 
what is called as “digital arrest” 
by holding her under constant 
Skype surveillance. They used 
threats of arrest to coerce her into 
sharing all fi nancial details and to 
make 187 bank transfers. In her 
complaint, the software engineer 
of Indiranagar in the city stated 
that the ordeal lasted for over 
six months, until she got a ‘clear-
ance letter’ from the fraudsters.
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ZELENSKYY SEEKS RAFALE DEAL 
Ukraine signed a letter of intent to buy 
up to 100 Rafale warplanes from France, 
the Ukrainian Embassy and the French 
president’s offi ce said. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and French President 
Emmanuel Macron signed the document 
Monday stating that Ukraine is considering 
the possibility of buying French defence 
equipment, including Rafale jet fi ghters

The blowing up 
of the railway 

track on the War-
saw-Lublin route is 
an unprecedented act 
of sabotage aimed 
at the security of the 
Polish state and its 
citizens
DONALD TUSK | 
PRIME MINISTER, POLAND

Deadly landslide 
strikes Vietnam 
Hanoi:  A landslide buried 
a passenger bus on a 
treacherous mountain pass 
in Vietnam, killing six people 
and injuring 19 others, 
as more heavy rain was 
forecast into the week. The 
earth and rocks collapsed 
onto the bus late Sunday 
as it was travelling through 
the Khanh Le pass in the 
central highlands, state 
media reported. The winding, 
33-kilometre stretch carved 
into steep mountainsides 
is scenic and popular 
with tourists but prone to 
landslides in the rainy season. 
The landslide crushed the 
front of the bus, trapping 
many passengers. Rescuers 
struggled for hours to reach 
the scene as heavy rain had 
also caused landslides on 
both sides of the pass, cutting 
off access. 

Overcrowded bridge 
collapsed in Congo
Bukavu: A bridge at a mine in 
southeastern Congo collapsed 
due to overcrowding, killing 
at least 32 people, a regional 
government offi cial said 
Sunday. The bridge at the 
Kalando mine in Mulondo 
in Lualaba province fell 
Saturday, Roy Kaumba 
Mayonde, the province's 
interior minister, said during a 
press conference “Despite the 
strict prohibition on accessing 
the site due to heavy rainfall 
and the risk of landslides, 
illegal diggers forced their 
way into the quarry,” 
Mayonde said. A report by 
the Congo's Artisanal and 
Small-Scale Mining Support 
and Guidance Service, or 
SAEMAPE, government 
agency on Sunday said the 
gunfi re from soldiers at the 
site sparked panic among 
the miners who rushed to the 
bridge resulting in the fall that 
left them “piled on top of each 
other causing the deaths and 
injuries.” 

Emirates unveils
Boeing deal
Dubai: The biennial Dubai Air 
Show opened Monday with 
hometown airline Emirates 
ordering 65 Boeing 777-9 
aircraft, as the carrier looks 
to increase its fl eets off 
record earnings and unending 
demand for fl ights through 
this East-West travel hub. The 
airline did not immediately 
give a value for the deal with 
Boeing and GE Engines. The 
air show will also see renewed 
interest in fl ying taxis, 
something the sheikhdom 
long has promised and now 
hopes to deliver on next year. 
Military sales as well remain 
a focus, with Russia again 
taking part despite facing 
Western sanctions over its 
grinding, yearslong war on 
Ukraine. 

President 
Trump has 
decided not 

to come, and he's 
pulled out all the 
US representa-
tives. But we have 
said that boycott politics never 
work

CYRIL RAMAPHOSA |  
PRESIDENT, SOUTH AFRICA

If there is a 
change in the 
strategic pur-

pose of the South 
Korea-US alliance, 
China's perspec-
tive toward the 
alliance would also change

MAO NING  | FOREIGN MINISTRY 
SPOKESPERSON, CHINA

The South 
Korean mili-
tary formally 

proposes to hold 
military talks with 
North Korea to 
discuss setting a 
baseline for the military demar-
cation line to prevent accidental 
clashes between the two Koreas 
and ease military tensions

KIM HONG-CHUL |  DEPUTY 
DEFENCE MINISTER, SOUTH KOREA

SHORT TAKES

AGENCIES

Dhaka, Nov 17: For nearly 
two decades, Sheikh Hasina’s 
name moved with the pulse of 
Bangladesh, sometimes steady, 
sometimes storm-tossed.

To her supporters, she is the 
architect of a modern, develop-
ing Bangladesh; to her critics, 
she was an autocrat whose ap-
petite for power blinded her to 
the cries of the streets.

Few, however, could have 
imagined that the very tribunal 
the 77-year-old deposed prime 
minister once created to try 
hardened war collaborators 
would one day place her in the 
dock.

When the International 
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) pro-
nounced the death sentence 
against Hasina in absentia 
Monday, it marked the most dra-
matic turn yet in the story of the 
world’s longest-serving female 
head of government.

Hasina was born September 
28, 1947, in Tungipara in the 
then East Pakistan, into a fam-
ily that would come to defi ne 
Bangladesh’s identity. Her fa-
ther, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
led Bangladesh to independence 
with India’s help in 1971 and be-
came its founding father.

She studied at the University 
of Dhaka, earning a master’s 
degree in Bengali literature, 
and became deeply engaged in 
student politics.

In 1968, Hasina married nu-
clear scientist MA Wazed Mi-
ah, whose low-profi le, scholarly 
life stood in contrast to the tur-
bulence of Bangladeshi politics.

Wazed remained a steady 
presence in Hasina’s life until 
he died in 2009 at the age of 67. 
They have a son, Sajeeb Wazed 
Joy and a daughter, Saima 
Wazed Putul.

Hasina’s political destiny 

hardened after the August 1975 
military coup, in which her fa-
ther, mother, three brothers, and 
several other family members 
were assassinated. She and her 
younger sister Rehana survived 
only because they were abroad.

India, under then Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi, granted her 
asylum. After six years, in May 
1981, Hasina returned to Bangla-
desh, where she was elected in 
absentia as the general secretary 
of the Awami League.

When Hasina returned in 1981 
to lead the Awami League, she 
found her rival already waiting: 
Khaleda Zia, widow of slain pres-
ident Ziaur Rahman.

The ‘Battling Begums’, as they 
came to be known, fought elec-
toral and ideological wars that 
defi ned Bangladesh’s politics for 
more than three decades.

Hasina fi rst became prime 
minister in 1996, defeating Zia in 
a fi ercely contested election. She 
lost power in 2001 but returned 
with a landslide in 2008, begin-
ning, what her critics say, a long 
stretch of dominance.

Under her leadership, the 
Awami League swept the 2008 
general election; the 2014 elec-
tion, which was boycotted by 
Zia’s Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP); and the 2018 elec-
tion, giving Hasina one of the 
world’s longest tenures for a 

female leader.
During her premiership, 

Bangladesh saw rapid econom-
ic growth, major infrastructure 
achievements like the Padma 
Bridge, and advances in poverty 
reduction.

The country also became a 
global garment powerhouse un-
der her watch.

But the accolades came along-
side accusations of clampdowns 
on dissent, curbs on the media, 
arrests of opposition leaders and 
the expansion of state security 
powers.

In 2024, student-led demon-
strations, which initially erupt-
ed in protest over quotas in 
government jobs for children 
of independence war veterans, 
later exploded into a nation-
wide uprising against Hasina’s 
regime.

The crackdown that followed 
unleashed spirals of violence, 
ultimately ousting Hasina from 
power and forcing her to fl ee to 
India.

Following Hasina’s ouster, 
the interim government led by 
Muhammad Yunus reconstitut-
ed the ICT, once her instrument 
for prosecuting war criminals, to 
bring charges of crimes against 

humanity related to the 2024 
crackdown against her.

A UN rights offi ce report es-
timated that up to 1,400 people 
were killed during last year’s 
student protest between July 15 
and August 15 during what came 
to be known as the July Upris-
ing, as her government ordered 
a sweeping security crackdown.

After months of proceedings 
she never attended, the tribunal 
handed down the unthinkable: 
Hasina, four-time prime min-
ister and political heir of Ban-
gladesh’s founding leader, was 
sentenced to death Monday.

Now, in exile in India, Hasi-
na, often dubbed the ‘Iron Lady' 
of Bangladesh, watches from 
across the border as the nation 
she helped build, and often ruled 
with a fi rm hand, grapples with 
the legacy her rise and fall has 
left behind. 

Hasina, from her exile in In-
dia, has denied the allegations 
against her, saying the verdict 
was “biased and politically mo-
tivated”.

“I am not afraid to face my 
accusers in a proper tribunal 
where evidence can be weighed 
and tested fairly,” Hasina said 
in a statement after the verdict.

SHEIKH
HASINA Rise, reign, ruin of Bangladesh’s ‘Iron Lady’

Hasina, four-time prime minister and political heir of Bangladesh’s founding leader, was sentenced to death Monday For her deadly crackdown on student protesters last year

� Aug 5, 2024: Sheikh Hasina is ousted as prime minister after 
a mass student-led uprising. She fl ees to India

� Aug 8, 2024: An interim government led by Muhammad 
Yunus was formed

� Aug 14, 2024: The interim government said it would try 
those involved in the killings during the student movement 
in the International Crimes Tribunal-Bangladesh (ICT-BD) 

� Oct 2024: The interim government reconstitutes ICT-BD

� Oct 17, 2024: ICT-BD issues arrest warrants against deposed 
prime minister Hasina and 45 others, including top Awami 
League leaders, in connection with alleged crimes against 
humanity. 

� Nov, 2024: The three-member ICT-BD led by Golam Mortuza 
Majumdar ordered investigators to complete their probe by 
December 2024

� Feb, 2025: UN fact-fi nding report estimates around 1,400 
killed during the protests. 

� June 1, 2025: The trial offi cially opens. The prosecutor 
frames the case as coordinated and systematic violence 
against unarmed civilians

� June 19, 2025: ICT appoints former Supreme Court judge AY 
Moshiuzzaman as amicus curiae for Hasina’s defence

� July 2, 2025: Hasina is sentenced in absentia to six months 
of imprisonment for contempt of court

� July 10, 2025: ICT formally indicts Hasina, former home 
minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, and former police chief 
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun on fi ve counts of crimes 
against humanity, including mass killings

� Aug 3, 2025: The tribunal commences the trial of Hasina 
in absentia and her two aides over alleged crimes against 
humanity

� Oct 23, 2025: The tribunal concludes the hearing in the case

� Nov 13, 2025: The tribunal sets Nov 17 to announce the 
verdict

� Nov 17, 2025: ICT-BD convicts and sentences Hasina, former 
home minister Kamal to death in absentia for crimes 
against humanity, while Mamun, who became a state 
witness, was sentenced to fi ve years of imprisonment in 
the case

� Hasina sentenced to death 
in absentia over 2024 
crackdown

� In public eye since 1975 
assassination of her father

� Fought for democracy before 
long rule as prime minister

� Accused of autocracy, 
extrajudicial killings

� Hasina says verdict biased 
and politically motivated

FROM UPRISING TO VERDICT

REUTERS

Riyadh/Washingon, Nov 17: 
A visit by Saudi Arabia’s de 
facto ruler to the White House 
for talks Tuesday with US Pres-
ident Donald Trump aims to 
deepen decades-old coopera-
tion on oil and security while 
broadening ties in commerce, 
technology and potentially 
even nuclear energy.

It will be the fi rst trip by 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman to the US since the 2018 
killing of Saudi critic Jamal 
Khashoggi by Saudi agents in 
Istanbul, which caused a glob-
al uproar. US intelligence con-
cluded that MBS approved the 
capture or killing of Khashog-
gi, a prominent critic.

The crown prince, widely 
known by his initials MBS, de-
nied ordering the operation but 
acknowledged responsibility as 
the kingdom’s de facto ruler.

More than seven years later, 
the world’s largest economy 
and the world’s top oil produc-
er want to move forward.

Trump is seeking to cash 
in on a $600 billion Saudi in-
vestment pledge made during 
Trump’s visit to the kingdom 

in May. He steered 
clear of mention-
ing human rights 
concerns during 
that trip and is 
expected to do so 
again.

The Saudi leader is 
seeking security guar-
antees amid regional turmoil 
and wants access to artifi cial 
intelligence technology and 
progress toward a deal on a 
civilian nuclear programme.
FOCUS ON DEFENCE DEAL

The United States and Saudi 
Arabia have long had an ar-
rangement for the kingdom to 
sell oil at favorable prices and 
for the superpower to provide 
security in exchange. That 
equation was shaken by Wash-
ington’s failure to act when 
Iran struck oil installations in 

the kingdom in 2019. Concerns 
resurfaced in September, when 
Israel struck Doha, Qatar, in an 
attack it said targeted members 
of Palestinian militant group 
Hamas.

In the aftermath, Trump 
signed a defence pact with Qa-

tar via executive order. Ma-
ny analysts, diplomats 

and regional offi cials 
believe the Saudis 
will get something 
similar.

Saudi Arabia 
has sought a de-
fence pact ratifi ed 

by the US Congress 
in recent negotia-

tions. But Washington 
has made that contingent on 
the kingdom normalizing ties 
with Israel.

Riyadh has in turn linked 
that to a commitment from 
Israel’s government, the most 
right-wing in its history, to 
Palestinian statehood. Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who agreed to a 
Trump-brokered ceasefi re with 
Hamas in Gaza last month after 
two years of war, Sunday reaf-
fi rmed his staunch opposition 
to Palestinian independence.

REUTERS

Washington, Nov 17: US Pres-
ident Donald Trump Sunday 
urged his fellow Republicans 
in Congress to vote for the re-
lease of fi les related to the late 
convicted sex offender Jeffrey 
Epstein, reversing his earlier 
resistance to such a move.

Trump’s post on his Truth So-
cial came after House Speaker 
Mike Johnson said earlier that 
he believed a vote on releasing 
Justice Department documents 
in the Epstein case should help 
put to rest allegations that 
Trump had any connection to 
Epstein’s abuse and traffi cking 
of underage girls.

“House Republicans should 
vote to release the Epstein 
fi les, because we have nothing 
to hide,” Trump wrote Sunday 
night. “And it’s time to move 
on from this Democrat Hoax 
perpetrated by Radical Left Lu-
natics in order to defl ect from 
the Great Success of the Re-
publican Party, including our 
recent Victory on the Democrat 
Shutdown.” Although Trump 
and Epstein were photographed 
together decades ago, the pres-

ident has said the two men fell 
out before Epstein’s convic-
tions. Emails released last week 
by a House committee showed 
the disgraced fi nancier believed 
Trump “knew about the girls,” 
though it was not clear what 
that phrase meant.

Trump, who has recently 
dismissed the Epstein fi les as 
a Democratic smear campaign, 
has since instructed the Depart-
ment of Justice to investigate 
prominent Democrats’ ties to 
Epstein.

The battle over disclosure 
of more Epstein-related docu-
ments, a subject Trump himself 
campaigned on, has opened a 
rift with some of his allies in 
Congress.

Many of Trump’s most loyal 
supporters believe the govern-
ment is withholding sensitive 
documents about Epstein, a 
convicted sex offender who 
died by suicide in jail in 2019, 
that would reveal the late fi -
nancier’s ties to powerful pub-
lic fi gures. Trump late Friday 
withdrew his support for US 
Representative Marjorie Tay-
lor Greene of Georgia, long one 
of his staunchest supporters in 
Congress, following her criti-
cism of Republicans on certain 
issues, including the handling 
of the Epstein fi les.

US Representative Ro Khan-
na, a California Democrat and 
an original sponsor of the pe-
tition calling for a vote on the 
fi les’ release, said Sunday that 
he expected more than 40 Re-
publicans to vote in favor.

Republicans hold the majori-
ty in the House, with 219 seats, 
versus 214 for Democrats.

SAUDI PRINCE MEETS TRUMP

US-Saudi talks deepen cooperation

Saudi 
leader wants 

security guarantees

AI, Civilian nuclear energy 
also top Saudi priorities

Trump focused on Saudi 
pledge to invest $600 

billion in US

TRUMP REVERSES, URGES 
EPSTEIN DISCLOSURE

Donald Trump has urged 
congressional 

Republicans to back the 
release of fi les tied to 

Jeffrey Epstein, 
reversing his prior stance. 
The move signals renewed 

political interest in the 
long-controversial case

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Santiago (Chile), Nov 17: 
Far-right candidate Jose Anto-
nio Kast is favored to clinch a 
runoff victory next month de-
spite lagging slightly behind 
governing coalition candi-
date Jeannette Jara in Chile’s 
fi rst-round presidential vote 
Sunday.

With nearly all ballots tal-
lied, Jara, the fi rst Communist 
Party member to be a fi nalist 
for the Chilean presidency, 
was holding 27% of the vote 
versus 24% for Kast, a tight 
margin that underscored deep 
political divisions.

An eventual win for Kast 
would put in place an admin-
istration that is further to the 
right than any other since 
the Pinochet dictatorship. A 
December 14 runoff will pit 
those two ideological extremes 
against each other, as many 
voters signaled that they were 
prioritizing crime and immi-
gration over the progressive 
reforms that defi ned the last 
election.“Change will come,” 
Kast told supporters Sunday 
evening.

Chile’s hard-right 
Kast to runoff 
against leftist Jara

REUTERS

Belem, Brazil, Nov 17: Gov-
ernment ministers from around 
the world were preparing for a 
fi nal few fraught days of talks 
at the UN climate summit as 
they bid to secure a deal that 
demonstrates global resolve 
amid increasing assertiveness 
from developing nations.

The job will not be easy. 
Countries are now digging into 
some of the toughest issues - ma-
ny of which have been left off 
the formal agenda to ensure the 
talks keep moving even if one 
issue gets hung up.

Brazilian President Luiz In-
ácio Lula da Silva is also expect-
ed to arrive Wednesday to help 
rally consensus among parties 
at the summit in the Amazon 

city of Belem ahead of Friday’s 
fi nal scheduled session.
DEVELOPING NATIONS FLEX 
MORE MUSCLE

New dynamics in climate 
diplomacy have seen China, 
India and other developing na-
tions fl ex more muscle this year, 
while the European Union is 
hobbled by weakening support 
back home and the once-domi-
nant United States has skipped 

out altogether.
Asked if there was any one is-

sue dominating the talks, COP30 
President Andre Correa Do La-
go replied, “Everything, every-
thing. It’s very complicated.”

Brazil’s top goal for COP30 
is to deliver an agreement that 
reaffi rms the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment, while acknowledging its 
shortcomings by laying out 
clear plans for future climate ac-

tion. The summit’s work is “dry, 
it’s complicated, it’s anguished, 
it’s tiring - and it’s absolutely 
necessary,” said Britain’s en-
ergy minister, Ed Miliband.
MIND THE GAPS

Over the last week negotia-
tors had a chance to air their 
differences on three key issues: 
climate fi nance, unilateral trade 
measures, and planned emis-
sions cuts that don’t go nearly 
far enough.

The Paris treaty’s central 
goal, to prevent warming be-
yond 1.5 degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels, will be 
missed. Current emissions 
trends have the world warming 
by at least 2.3 degrees Celsius, 
which Norway’s climate min-
ister said parties agreed would 
need to be addressed.

CLIMATE TALKS ENTER FINAL WEEK

COP30 delegates dig into toughest issues



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 17: The rate 
of unemployment for those 
aged 15 and above remained 
steady at 5.2 per cent in Octo-
ber, according to a government 
survey released Monday.

The unemployment rate 
(UR) was 5.2 per cent in Sep-
tember, 5.1 per cent in August, 
5.2 per cent in July and 5.6 per 
cent in May and June, as per 
the Periodic Labour Force 
Survey (PLFS) released by 
the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation 
(MoSPI).

The UR was 5.1 per cent in 
April as per the fi rst PLFS bul-
letin released in May 2025.

"The UR among persons 
of age 15 years and above re-
mained unchanged at 5.2 per 
cent between September, 2025 
and October, 2025," an offi cial 
statement said.

According to the statement, 
a marginal decline in the ru-
ral unemployment rate, from 
4.6 per cent in September 2025 
to 4.4 per cent in October 2025, 
coupled with a moderate rise in 
urban UR from 6.8 per cent to 
7.0 per cent, resulted in overall 
stability in the pace of jobless-
ness among persons aged 15 
years and above.

It stated that UR among 
females aged 15 years and 

above declined to 5.4 per cent 
in October 2025 from 5.5 per 
cent observed during Septem-
ber 2025.

The drop in UR among rural 
female, from 4.3 per cent in 
September 2025 to 4.0 per cent 
in October 2025, mainly con-
tributed towards the decline in 
overall female joblessness rate.

Among males, the rate of 
unemployment remained sta-
ble at 5.1 per cent in October 
2025 as compared to previous 
month.

A minor decrease in rural 
male UR, from 4.7 per cent in 
September 2025 to 4.6 per cent 
in October 2025, was offset by a 
slight uptick in urban male UR 
from 6.0 per cent to 6.1 per cent 
during the same period, which 

contributed to overall stability.
The overall Worker Popula-

tion Ratio (WPR) in October 
2025 was 52.5 per cent, which is 
consistently rising since June 
2025, it stated.

Rise in the female workforce 
in rural areas has brought 
about this increase. Overall 
WPR among females of 15 years 
and older increased steadily 
for the fourth month in a row, 
rising from 30.2 per cent in 
June 2025 to 32.4 per cent in 
October 2025, it stated.

The female workforce in 
rural areas has increased 
consistently for four months, 
reaching 36.9 per cent in Octo-
ber 2025 from 33.6 per cent in 
June 2025.

The overall LFPR (labour 

force participation rate) among 
persons of age 15 years and 
above continued to increase 
for the four successive months 
to 55.4 per cent in October 2025 
from 54.2 per cent recorded in 
June 2025.

LFPR in rural areas also in-
creased steadily from 56.1 per 
cent observed in June 2025 to 
57.8 per cent in October 2025.

Overall LFPR reached a six-
month high of 55.4 per cent in 
October 2025, it stated.

The overall LFPR among fe-
male aged 15 years and above 
reached 34.2 per cent in Octo-
ber 2025, marking the highest 
since May 2025, driven by the 
increase in female LFPR in ru-
ral areas.

Overall female LFPR showed 
an increasing trend from 32.0 
per cent in June 2025 to 34.2 per 
cent in October 2025.

At the all-India level, month-
ly estimates are based on infor-
mation collected from a total 
number of 3,74,164 persons 
surveyed.

The Worker Population Ra-
tio (WPR) defi nes the propor-
tion of those who are employed 
among the total population.

The monthly bulletins for 
the period from April to Sep-
tember 2025 have already been 
released. The latest bulletin for 
October 2025 is the seventh in 
the series.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Nov 17: India's ex-
ports contracted 11.8 per cent 
to $34.38 billion in October on 
account of the impact of high 
tariffs by the US, while the trade 
defi cit widened to a record high 
of $41.68 billion mainly due to a 
jump in gold imports.

According to government 
data released Monday, the 
country's imports jumped 16.63 
per cent to $76.06 billion due to 
high inbound shipments of the 
yellow metal, silver, cotton raw/
waste, fertiliser, and sulphur.

In September also, the trade 
gap widened to $31.15 billion, 
the highest in over a year.

While gold imports rose about 
200 per cent to $14.72 billion, sil-
ver rose 528.71 per cent to $2.71 
billion during October.

Crude oil imports dipped to 
$14.8 billion in October from 
$18.9 billion in the same month 
last year.

During April-October this 
fi scal year, exports increased 
marginally by 0.63 per cent to 
$254.25 billion, imports rose 6.37 
per cent to $451.08 billion.

Merchandise trade defi cit 
during April-October 2025 was 
$196.82 billion as compared to 

$171.40 billion in the same month 
during April-October 2024.

Briefi ng the media on the da-
ta, Commerce Secretary Rajesh 
Agrawal said despite global un-
certainties, "we are holding our 

ground". He also said that fall 
in exports in the last month can 
also be attributed to base effect 
($38.98 billion in October 2024).

Key segments such as en-
gineering goods, petroleum 
products, gems and jewellery, 
apparels and textiles, organic 
and inorganic chemicals, phar-
maceuticals, and plastic goods 
witnessed noticeable contrac-
tion, weighing down the overall 
export performance.

Handicrafts, carpet, leather, 
iron ore, tea, rice, tobacco, spic-
es and oil meals, too, recorded 
negative growth in exports in 
October. Petroleum product 
shipments dipped 10.5 per cent 
to about $4 billion, while engi-
neering goods shipments fell 

16.71 per cent to $9.37 billion.
As per the provisional fi g-

ures, the estimated value of 
services export for October 
is $38.52 billion as compared 
to $34.41 billion in the same 

month last year.
During the fi rst nine months 

of this fi scal year, exports stood 
at $237.55 billion as compared 
to $216.45 billion in April-Oc-
tober 2024.
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CYBER THREAT FOR FIRMS RISE
Nearly a quarter of Indian enterprises surveyed re-
ported losses exceeding $1 million (about `8.8 crore) 
from cyber breaches over the past three years, with 
the risk particularly high among companies earning 
$5 billion or more in annual revenue. Cyber budgets 
are rising, albeit at a cautious pace, with 87 per cent 
of organisations in India planning to increase their 
cybersecurity spending over the next 12 months

We are looking 
at double the 

number of investors. 
So, that is more than 
the populations of 
several countries put 
together. If we add 
another 100 million 
investors
TUHIN KANTA PANDEY | 
CHAIRMAN, SEBI

Gold surges `300 
to `1,29,700/10g
New Delhi: Gold prices rose 
Rs 300 to Rs 1,29,700 per 10 
grams in the national capital 
Monday amid fi rm trends in 
overseas markets, according 
to marketmen. The precious 
metal of 99.5 per cent purity 
also advanced by Rs 300 
to Rs 1,29,100, inclusive of 
all taxes. However, silver 
prices declined Rs 1,000 to 
Rs 1,63,800 per kilogram 
(inclusive of all taxes) 
Monday. In the international 
markets, spot gold was 
trading fl at at $4,077.35 
per ounce while spot silver 
was quoting 0.66 per cent 
higher at $50.89 an ounce. 
"Spot gold is currently 
trading steady as a fi rmer 
dollar caps the upside while 
Sino-Japan tension over the 
latter's remarks over Taiwan 
cushion the downside," 
Praveen Singh, Head of 
Commodities, Mirae Asset 
ShareKhan, said.

Curbs on certain 
platinum jewellery
New Delhi: The government 
Monday imposed import 
curbs on certain types of 
platinum jewellery till April 
next year. In September, 
the government imposed 
restrictions on imports of 
certain silver jewellery till 
March 31 next year. The 
move was aimed at curbing 
imports of silver in the name 
of unstudded jewellery 
from Thailand. India has 
a free trade agreement 
with Asean (Association of 
SouthEast Asian nations). 
Thailand is a member of this 
10-nation group. The import 
policy of platinum jewellery 
"is revised from Free to 
Restricted, with immediate 
effect till April 30, 2026", 
the directorate general of 
foreign trade (DGFT) said 
in the latest notifi cation. 
Importers now need a 
licence from the DGFT to 
import these goods.

Reliance to bring 
‘essence’ to India
New Delhi: Reliance Retail 
Monday announced to bring 
'essence', Europe's leading 
cosmetics brand by units 
sold, to the Indian market, 
a move which will help the 
growing beauty business 
of country's leading 
retailer. It has entered into 
an exclusive distribution 
partnership with cosnova 
Beauty, the Germany-
based global cosmetics 
company, said a statement 
from Reliance Retail. 
It will available on the 
Reliance Retail's integrated 
omnichannel ecosystem.

SHORT TAKES

The con-
vergence of 
GST 2.0 and 

targeted customs 
incentives marks a 
defi ning moment 
for India's automo-
tive sector

SOHRAB BARARIA | PARTNER, 
GRANT THORNTON BHARAT

India's equity 
markets 
have grown 

impressively, 
but Initial Public 
Offerings (IPOs) 
have increasingly 
become exit vehicles for early 
investors, rather than mechanisms 
for raising long-term capital. This 
undermines the spirit of public 
markets 

V ANANTHA NAGESWARAN | 
CHIEF ECONOMIC ADVISOR

uoteu

Data protec-
tion rules will 
be a major 

change in the way 
our citizen's data 
and privacy is 
protected by the 
digital ecosystem. The rules are in 
a simple language highly focused 
on implementation, we have 
considered all inputs from industry 
and citizen groups

 ASHWINI VAISHNAW | IT MINISTER

First phase of India-US 
trade deal nearing closure
The fi rst phase of the proposed India-US bilateral trade agreement (BTA) is 

'nearing closure' and would address the hefty 50 per cent tariffs imposed 
by the Trump administration on Indian goods, in addition to resolving 
America's market access issues, a government offi cial said Monday. The US 
has imposed a 25 per cent reciprocal tariffs and another 25 per cent on Indian 
goods entering American markets for buying Russian crude oil. "We are 
engaged with the US on the BTA. It has two parts. One part of negotiations will 
take time. The other part is a package which can address reciprocal tariffs. 
We are working on both aspects. The package that can address reciprocal 
tariffs is more or less near closure and we should get it soon," the offi cial said. 
The offi cial added that the deal is expected to address the issue of 25 per cent 
penalty on India, otherwise the agreement would have no meaning.

FTA negotiations with EU, 
New Zealand in last leg
India's free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations with the European Union (EU) 

and New Zealand are in the fi nal stages and are expected to be concluded 
soon, Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal said Monday. An Indian team is 
in the UK to discuss the Double Contribution Convention (DCC) agreement, 
he added. "We hope to complete it soon so that both (DCC and FTA) can be 
launched together," he told reporters here. India and the UK have signed the 
trade pact, but it has not been implemented as it requires approval from the 
UK parliament. On negotiations with the EU, Agrawal said talks are in the last 
phase. "But the last phase is always hard," he pointed out. He added that nego-
tiations for a trade pact with New Zealand are also in the last phase.

Trade defi cit zooms to peak
The export contraction mirrors the broader global 
economic slowdown, marked by geopolitical 
uncertainties, subdued demand in multiple major 
markets, and persistent volatility in commodity prices

SC RALHAN | PRESIDENT, FEDERATION OF INDIAN EXPORT ORGANISATIONS

CONCERNING TREND
J Exports plunge 11.8% to 

$34.38bn

J Imports jump 16.63% to 
$76.06bn

J Defi cit widens to record high 
of $41.68bn

J Exports to US dip for 2nd 
month by 8.58%

J Gold imports jump 3X to 
record $14.72bn 

TRADE TALKS

US’ hefty 50% 
tariffs on Indian 
goods hurt exports 
exponentially 

`7,172cr for 17 projs:
Boost to electronics 
component making
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Nov 17: The gov-
ernment Monday approved 
17 projects under Electronics 
Component Manufacturing 
Scheme (ECMS), entailing an 
investment of Rs 7,172 crore, 
signalling India's decisive push 
in producing high-precision 
components, and its resolve to 
secure a fi rm foothold in global 
supply chains. These projects 
are expected to create 11,800 
jobs.

The new set of approved ap-
plications includes that of Jabil, 
Aequs, ASUX Safety, AT&S, 
Ehoome IoT, Hi-Q Electronics, 
UnoMinda and Zetwerk. Other 
applicants in the list are Meena 
Electrotech, MicroPack, Rakon, 
Sahasra, Secure Meters, Sierra 
Circuits, Syrma Mobility, and 
TE Connectivity.

The components to be manu-
factured would serve key sectors, 
including smartphones, IT hard-
ware, wearables, telecom, EVs, 
industrial electronics, defence, 
medical electronics, and renew-
able energy - all essential build-
ing blocks of the new economy.

Together, these 17 projects 
will lead to production worth 
Rs 65,111 crore. These projects 
include the manufacture of 
Camera Modules, Multi-layer 
PCBs, Enclosures for electron-
ic devices, Connectors, Oscilla-
tors, and Optical Transceivers. 

Spread across 9 states, these 
manufacturing units, with an 
estimated cumulative invest-
ment of Rs 7,127 crore, will give 
direct employment to over 11,800 
people. In the fi rst tranche an-
nounced October 27, 2025, seven 
applications with a total invest-
ment of Rs 5,532 crore and the 
potential to create 5,000 new jobs.

The applicants included 
Kaynes, SRF, Syrma SGS, and 
Ascent Circuits. The 17 projects 
greenlit in the second tranche 
bring the total projects approved 
under the ECMS scheme to 24.

During the fi ve-month ap-
plication window, from May 1, 
2025, to September 30, 2025, the 
scheme attracted 249 applica-
tions, almost doubling the ini-
tial estimates of investments, 
production, and direct jobs. 

The investment under the 
scheme is likely to strengthen 
India's domestic capabilities in 
quality manufacturing of elec-
tronics components, and catalyse 
the entire ecosystem, enabling 
higher value addition and en-
hanced MSME participation. 

It would also strengthen In-
dia's position in the global value 
chains at a time when global 
trade shocks and geopolitics have 
nudged international players to 
proactively seek new destina-
tions for manufacturing.

BoI holds Vigilance Awareness Program
Bhubaneswar: Bank of India (BoI), Bhubaneswar Zone organ-
ised Vigilance Awareness Program at Rajsunakhala in Nayagarh 
district on the topic of “Vigilance: our shared responsibility”. 
The programme aimed to educate people about safe fi nancial 
practices, preventing online fraud and promoting honesty and 
transparency in banking.  Bijoy Kumar Malik, Deputy General 
Manager & Zonal Head; Lohit Nanda, LDM, Nayagarh; Jhunu 
Mishra, Block Project Manager, Nayagarh; Krushna Chandra 
Samantaray,  Sarpanch, Kasanda; Sunita Mohapatra, Sarpanch, 
Surkabadi; Dibakar Samantaray, Branch Manager, Rajsunakhala, 

BOI and Sahadev Maharana, Principal, Sanatan Memorial College, Surkabadi were present on this occasion. The same 
programme was also held in Pipli branch where Zonal Head Malik and Vigilance Offi cer of Bhubaneswar Zone Niraj kumar 
Prasad were present. Speaking on the occasion, Malik said if we aim to build a corruption free society, the progress of the 
country can be achieved. The staff and offi cers encouraged citizens to practice responsible and secure banking.

BoB organises Mega Kisan Mela 
Cuttack: The Regional Offi ce of Bank of Baroda (BoB), Cuttack, organ-
ised a Mega Kisan Mela at the Pattamundai Municipality Town Hall. The 
objective of the event was to empower the rural community by connecting 
farmers with modern agricultural facilities, government schemes, and 
integrated banking services. The programme was graced by Swpna 
Bandyopadhyay, General Manager and Zonal Head of Bhubaneswar Zone; 
Pradeep Kumar Behera, AGM and Regional Head of Cuttack Region; and 
Gautam Pal, DRAM of Cuttack Region. Employees from various branches 
such as Kendrapada, Pattamundai, Hatina, Keragada, and Chandi were 
felicitated during the event. More than 350 farmers and women from various Self-Help Groups (SHGs) actively participated in 
the mela. During the programme, Bank of Baroda sanctioned and disbursed agricultural loans worth a total of Rs 29.14 crore, out 
of which Rs 20 crore was disbursed at the event itself. These included Baroda Kisan Credit Cards (BKCC), SHG fi nancial assistance, 
food and agri-based loans, rural warehouse loans, tractor loans, implement loans, and other agriculture-related credit products. 
The mela showcased major fi nancial services of the bank for farmers such as Digital Kisan Credit Card, tractor loans, agriculture 
loans, car loans, dairy loans, food processing loans, agricultural land loans, and digital gold loans. Farmers were also made aware 
of precautions to avoid online fraud. Guidance was provided on the safe and effective use of digital banking services. Additionally, 
they were informed about innovative farming methods to increase their income.

D-St rallies for 6th straight day

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, Nov 17: Stock mar-
kets rose for the sixth straight 
session Monday, with the 
benchmark Sensex climbing 
388 points and Nifty closing 
above the 26,000 mark following 
an across-the-board rally and 
strong quarterly performance 
by corporates.

Rising for the sixth consec-
utive day, the 30-share BSE 
Sensex climbed 388.17 points, 
or 0.46 per cent, to close at 
84,950.95. During the day, the 
BSE benchmark surged 425.31 
points, or 0.50 per cent, to hit an 
intraday high of 84,988.09.

The broader NSE Nifty rose 
by 103.40 points, or 0.40 per 
cent, to settle at 26,013.45. In 
the intraday session, the NSE 

Nifty advanced 114.15 points, 
or 0.44 per cent, to hit a high of 
26,024.20.

Traders said strong buying 
by domestic institutional in-
vestors fueled the rally.

From the Sensex pack, Eter-
nal, Maruti Suzuki India, Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, Mahindra & 
Mahindra, Tech Mahindra, Ti-
tan, HDFC Bank, PowerGrid, 
Bajaj Finserv, HCL Technolo-
gies, Bajaj Finance and Lars-
en & Toubro were among the 
gainers.

Foreign institutional inves-
tors bought equities worth 
Rs 442.17 crore Monday, ac-
cording to exchange data. On 
Friday, the BSE Sensex ended 
84.11 points higher at 84,562.78, 
while the NSE Nifty went up 
30.90 points to settle at 25,910.05.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Coimbatore, Nov 17: Home-
grown footwear brand Walkaroo 
has been offi cially recognised as 
the No 1 PU footwear brand in 
India, based on a recent nation-
al survey conducted by globally 
renowned market research fi rm 
Cadence International.

Over the years, Walkaroo 
has quietly made its way in-
to the hearts of millions of 
Indians. This recognition 
reaffirms Walkaroo’s strong 
connection with the Indian 
consumer, built through a 
consistent focus on comfort, 
affordability and quality.

Commenting on this achieve-
ment, Naushad, MD, Walkaroo 
International Limited, said: 
“Becoming India’s No 1 PU 
footwear brand is not just an 
achievement; it is a moment of 
gratitude. This recognition re-
fl ects the trust and confi dence 

we have earned from the mil-
lions of Indians who walk with 
Walkaroo every day. It is also a 
tribute to our partners, dealers, 
retailers and employees, whose 
dedication has made this pos-
sible. At Walkaroo, we have 
always believed that when you 
put the customer fi rst, leader-
ship naturally follows.”

Since its inception in 2012, 
Walkaroo has built the largest 
PU footwear operation in India, 
with a production capacity of 5 
lakh pairs per day. Backed by a 
robust network of over 700 deal-
ers and more than one lakh retail 
outlets, Walkaroo’s distribution 
capabilities ensure it reaches 
both urban and rural India.

Walkaroo recognised as 
No 1 PU footwear brand

Unemployment rate remains steady
The unemployment rate was 5.2% in Sept, 5.1% in August, 5.2% in July and 5.6% in May and June
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Kolkata, Nov 17: The pitch 
row triggered by India's em-
barrassing 30-run loss to South 
Africa while chasing a modest 
124 has also opened up a larger 
question -- are young skipper 
Shubman Gill and coach Gau-
tam Gambhir on the same page 
on what construes ideal home 
conditions?

The collapse, India's lowest 
failed chase at home, has left 
behind deeper fault lines than 
a dry Eden Gardens wicket can 
conceal.

Just a month ago, on the eve 
of the West Indies Test series in 
Ahmedabad, Gill had been em-

phatic that the team has moved 
away from the philosophy of 
preferring "rank turners".

"...we would be looking to 
play on wickets that offer both 
to the batsmen and to the bowl-
ers," Gill had said, outlining a 
vision of balanced surfaces.

Yet India walked into the se-
ries against the reigning World 
Test champions on a pitch that 
was the exact opposite of what 
their captain advocated.

The Eden strip was left un-
watered for more than a week 
and was kept under cover in 
the evening. The result was a 
dry, fl aky surface that disin-
tegrated from session one in a 
match that lasted barely eight 
sessions, producing 38 wickets, 
with spinners taking 22 and 
pacers 16.

If the team had moved away 
from rank turners, Eden sug-
gested the opposite. Gambhir 
was unapologetic and had no 
qualms declaring that the pitch 
was exactly what the team man-
agement wanted.

"If you don't play well 
this is what happens. There 
were no demons in the 

wicket," he asserted.
Ask Aiden Markram, who 

was undone by a ball from Jas-

prit Bumrah that leapt from the 
off-stump line in the fi rst hour 
of the opening day, or KL Rahul, 
who was bamboozled by a Mar-
co Jansen delivery that reared 
up sharply in the fourth innings 
-- and they would disagree.

Gambhir insisted seamers 
were the ones doing the dam-
age. "Ultimately, if we had won 
this Test match, you wouldn't 
even be talking about this 
pitch," he said in his usual com-
bative style.

The messaging gap, however, 
is evident. Gill had asked for 
balance. The coach wanted ex-
actly what transpired. The cap-
tain didn't even get to play ow-
ing to neck spasms that needed 

hospitalisation, putting him in 
doubt for the second Test in Gu-
wahati from November 22.

Gill took no part beyond 
day 1 owing to the neck spasm 
sustained while playing a slog-
sweep boundary off Simon 
Harmer. In his absence, Indian 
batting displayed neither disci-
pline nor adaptability.

India have now lost four of 
their last six Tests at home -- a 
trend that has shred the aura 
of invincibility that the team 
enjoyed in its backyard.

Under Gambhir, India have 
eight wins from 18 Tests -- four 
of them have come against low-
ly Bangladesh and West Indies.

The script here resembled 
India's 0-3 humiliation against 
New Zealand at home last year, 
a series in which Ajaz Patel (11 
in Mumbai), Mitchell Santner 
(13 in Pune) exposed the side's 
frailties on turning tracks.

That series derailed India's 
World Test Championship run, 
and the Eden defeat now sits in 
the same bracket.
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Do Gill, Gambhir think alike on what’s an ideal home pitch?
India’s defeat is not an 

isolated collapse. It 
mirrors tactical confusion, 
and over-curated pitches, 
without batting depth to 

sustain it

The squad is set to travel to Guwahati 
Wednesday, but with commercial fl ights 

generally discouraged for individuals 
recovering from neck-related injuries, Gill is 
unlikely to accompany the team on that day

Should Gill be ruled out of the Guwahati Test, 
India may look toward left-handers B Sai 

Sudharsan or Devdutt Padikkal

GILL DOUBTFUL FOR 2ND TEST
India’s Test skipper 

Shubman Gill has 
been released from 

the Kolkata h ospital 
where he was treated 

for a neck spasm 
suffered during the 

opening Test against 
South Africa

They have completely 
destroyed Test cricket. 
RIP Test cricket

HARBHAJAN SINGH

Losing at home cannot be 
accepted, transition or not
CHETESHWAR PUJARA 
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New Delhi, Nov 17: Young 
Anuya Prasad gave herself a 
birthday present while Pran-
jali Prashant Dhumal added to 
India's joy as the duo completed 
a 1-2 fi nish in the women's 10m 
air pistol event at the Deafl ym-
pics, in Tokyo Monday.

Anuya clinched the gold med-
al in style, breaking the Deaf 
Final World Record (DFWR) 
enroute to winning the top-po-
dium spot, while Pranjali broke 
the Qualifi cation World Record 
(QWR) on way to securing a 
place in the fi nals. 

In men's 10m air pistol, 
Abhinav Deshwal, who 
equaled the Qualification 
World Record, won silver to 
take India's medal tally in 
shooting to seven after two 
days of competition.

Sunday, 23-year-old Dhanush 
Srikanth, who trains at Olym-
pian Gagan Narang's shooting 
academy in Hyderabad, had 
won the 10m air rifl e gold.

Anuya shot 564 in the qual-
ifi cation round to enter the 
eight-shooter fi nal placed third, 
while Pranjali broke the QWR 
with a brilliant score of 572 to 
top the preliminary round.

The 19-year-old Anuya was 
on song in the fi nal as she 
amassed 241.1 and in the pro-
cess set a DFWR on way to gold. 
This is her second major inter-
national medal after winning 
gold at the Deaf World Cham-
pionships in Hanover last year.

She shot 52.5 in the fi rst se-
ries of the fi nal and maintained 
her lead throughout the com-
petition to win by a healthy 
4.3-point ahead of Pranjali who 
fi nished with a score of 236.8. 
Mahla Samiee of Iran won the 
bronze. 

In the men's event, Abhi-
nav Deshwal, gold medallist 

at the 2022 Deaflympics at 
Caxias do Sul, shot 235.2 to 
win the silver medal. 

Korea's Tae Young Kim won 
the gold with a score of 238.2 
while Croatia's Boris Gram-
nyak won the bronze medal 
with a score of 215.3. 

The 18-year-old Abhinav also 
equalled the World and Deafl y-
mpics world record in qualifi -
cation, shooting a score of 576. 
The other Indian in the fray, 
Rudar Vinod Kumar fi nished 
qualifi cation in 12th place with 
a score of 549.

The Air Rifl e Mixed Team 
event will be held Tuesday 
and India will look to add more 
medals to their tally.

DEAFLYMPICS 2025

Anuya's golden b'day, 
Pranjali clinches silver

INDIA'S MEDAL TALLY IN SHOOTING RISES TO SEVEN

Anuya clinched the gold 
medal in style, breaking 
the Deaf Final World 
Record enroute to winning 
the top-podium spot

Pranjali broke the 
Qualifi cation World Record 
on way to securing a place 
in the fi nals

Abhinav equals the 
Qualifi cation World 
Record, clinches silver
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Cairo, Nov 17: Olympian Gur-
preet Singh came agonisingly 
close to becoming the world 
champion in men's 25m Centre 
Fire Pistol event but eventually 
got a silver after losing on inner 
10s to Ukraine's Pavlo Korosty-
lov at the Olympic Shooting 
Range here.

This was Gurpreet's second 
individual medal in the World 
Championships, the fi rst also 
being a silver won back in 2018 
at Changwon in the 25m Stan-
dard Pistol event. Yann Pierre 
Louis Fridrici of France won 
the bronze here. India thus end-
ed their World Championship 
campaign in third place with 
a total of 13 medals, including 
three gold, six silver and four 

bronze behind China. The Chi-
nese team mustered 12 gold, 
seven silver and two bronze.

South Korea secured sev-
en gold, three silver and four 
bronze medals to end second 
in the overall standings.

Gurpreet shot a total of 584-
18x over two days of competi-
tion in the precision and rapid 
stages, while Korostylov shot 29 
inner 10s and a perfect score of 
100 in the fi nal rapid round to 
edge away with the gold medal.

The Indian shooter, who was 
placed ninth after the preci-
sion stage with a score of 288-8x 
(95,97,96), bounced back on the 
second day to shoot a brilliant 
score of 296-10x (98,99,99) in the 
rapid stage to clinch the silver 
medal. The Ukrainian, who was 
leading after the precision stage 
with a score of 291-14x, shot 293-
15x in the rapid stage to level 
Gurpreet's score and win the 
gold on inner 10s. 

Harpreet Singh, who was in 
contention for a medal after the 

precision stage with a score of 
291-10x that placed him second, 
could only manage 286-6x in 
the rapid stage which saw him 
eventually fi nish in ninth place.

The other Indian shooter in 
fray, Sahil Choudhary, fi nished 
28th with a total score of 561-14x 
(Precision – 272-4x, Rapid – 289 
– 10x). The three shooters also 
fi nished outside the team medal 
places, ending fi fth.

Samrat Rana (10m Air Pis-

tol), Ravinder Singh (50m Stan-
dard Pistol and 10m Air Pistol 
Team) won the gold medals.

Aishwary Pratap Singh 
Tomar (50m Rifl e 3 Positions 
Men), Anish Bhanwala (25m 
Rapid Fire Pistol), Gurpreet 
Singh (25m Centre Fire Pistol), 
Esha Singh and Samrat Rana 
(10m Air Pistol Mixed Team, 
10m Women's Air Pistol Team 
and 50m Men's Standard Pistol 
Team) secured the silver medals.

Esha (25m Sports Pistol), 
Elavenil Valarivan (10m Air 
Rifl e), Varun Tomar (10m Air 
Pistol and 10m Women's Air 
Rifl e Team) won bronze med-
als for India.

ISSF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Gurpreet misses gold, India fi nish third
The Olympian fetches 
silver in 25m centre 
fi re pistol

Indian shooters bag 
a total of 13 medals, 
including three 
gold, six silver 
and four bronze
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Turin, Nov 17: The fi nal in-
stallment of the “Sincaraz” 
rivalry for 2025 went to Jannik 
Sinner.

The second-ranked Sinner 
beat top-ranked Carlos Alcaraz 
7-6 (4), 7-5 for the ATP Finals 
trophy Sunday in the sixth 
meeting this year between the 
two players who are dominat-
ing men's tennis.

Sinner defended the title be-
fore his home Italian fans for 
only his second victory over 
Alcaraz this year after also 
beating the Spaniard in the 
Wimbledon fi nal.

Sinner and Alcaraz have met 
in the last three Grand Slam fi -
nals. Alcaraz beat Sinner in a 
fi fth-set tiebreaker to win the 
French Open; Sinner gained a 
measure of revenge at Wimble-
don; then Alcaraz again came 
out on top at the US Open.

They also clashed this 
year in the Italian Open fi-
nal (won by Alcaraz) and the 
Cincinnati Open final (won 
by Alcaraz when Sinner re-
tired due to illness).

“I hope you are going to be 
ready for next year because I 
will be ready to hopefully play 
more fi nals against you,” Al-
caraz said during the trophy 
ceremony.

To which Sinner added that 
he hopes they have “great, 
great battles ahead of us.”

Sinner also won the Austra-
lian Open — beating Alexander 
Zverev in the fi nal — so he and 
Alcaraz each won two majors 
this year.

CLASH OF THE TITANS

Sinner seals ‘Sincaraz’ fi nale
EPIC RIVALRY

Second-ranked Sinner beats 
Alcaraz to retain ATP Finals title 

Alcaraz had already secured the 
year-ending No 1 ranking 

Alcaraz still leads his career 
meetings with Sinner, 10-6

Alcaraz has won six majors while 
Sinner has won four

It was an incredible 
season. To fi nish it this 
way, before my Italian 

fans, is very special for me
JANNIK SINNER

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Milan, Nov 17: Norway qual-
ifi ed for their fi rst World Cup 
since 1998 after Erling Haaland 
struck again in a 4-1 thumping 
of Italy Sunday which sealed a 
spot in next summer's fi nals in 
the United States, Canada and 
Mexico. 

Haaland scored the decisive 
brace in the space of seconds at 
a soaking San Siro for Norway, 
who completed Group I with a 
perfect 24 points from their 
eight qualifying matches. 

Norway would have had to 
lose by nine goals or more in 
order to be overtaken by Italy 
for the group's only automatic 
place for next summer's fi nals 
in North America, but Stale 
Solbakken's side ended their 

campaign in glorious fashion 
in front of 70,000 people.

However, Solbakken was coy 
as to his powerful team's chanc-
es now that a 28-year weight 
has come to an end. "Let's see 
the draw fi rst... I haven't even 
thought about it. For me, it (to-
night) was to go from 99 percent 
to 100 percent and now we have 
done it in a great way," Solbak-

ken told reporters.  "Let's see 
what the draw brings before we 
go into those questions."

Haaland's father Alf-Inge was 
still an international player 
when Norway last competed in 
the World Cup 27 years ago, a 
tournament won by a Zinedine 
Zidane-inspired France.

And the Manchester City 
striker, called a "goal machine" 
by Solbakken, will be one of 
the players to watch in North 
America after smashing in 16 
goals during qualifying.

The 25-year-old is averaging 
more than a goal a game for club 
and country this season and was 
typically ruthless when pre-
sented with his opportunities 
to both put Norway ahead and 
then double their lead in the 
78th and 79th minutes.

Haaland’s brace takes Norway 
to fi rst World Cup since 1998
The 25-year-old is averaging more than a goal a game for club and country this season
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Greater Noida, Nov 17: Young 
Hitesh Gulia recorded the 
biggest win of his nascent ca-
reer, stunning two-time World 
Championships medallist and 
Asian Games champion Sewon 
Okazawa of Japan, as Indian 
boxers continued their stellar 
run on the second day of the 
World Cup Finals here Monday.

With the narrow 3-2 split ver-
dict win, Hitesh (70kg) moved to 
the semifi nals alongside Jaduma-
ni Singh (50kg), Pawan Bartwal 
(55kg), Sumit Kundu (75kg) and 
Naveen Kumar (90kg, who also 
also won their respective quar-
terfi nals. India are thus assured 
of 20 medals as nine boxers 
won their quarterfi nals while 

11 home pugilists are starting 
their campaign in the semifi -
nals or fi nal stage.

Armyman Bartwal (55kg) pro-
duced the biggest upset of the 
tournament so far, outclassing 
second seed and World Cup gold 
medallist Altynbek Nursultan of 
Kazakhstan with a commanding 
5:0 victory to secure his fi rst in-
ternational medal.

WORLD BOXING CUP FINALS

Hitesh beats ex-world champion, 
Pawan upsets Brazil WC winner

India vs SA T20I in 
Barabati: Online 
tickets from Dec 1
Cuttack: The Odisha Cricket 
Association Monday announced 
the schedule for the sale of 
tickets for the upcoming match 
in Barabati Stadium, with online 
sales starting on December 1 and 
offl ine sales December 5. Offl ine 
ticket sales will be done at six 
stadium counters in Cuttack. To 
streamline public access to match 
tickets, a combination of online 
booking and physical counter 
distribution was fi nalised during a 
meeting at the District Collector’s 
offi ce. Physical ticket sales will 
commence 5 December, with 
six dedicated counters set up at 
Barabati Stadium for hassle-free 
distribution. "The online sale of 
tickets for India VS South Africa 
T20 match will be available from 
December 1, and on December 3 
and 4th, those who are in affi liated 
unit, they will get the tickets 
from OCA conference hall and 
from offl ine sale of tickets will be 
available from December 5th," said 
OCA Secretary Sanjay Behera.  

Odisha tighten grip 
against Nagaland
Bhubaneswar: Odisha tightened 
their grip on the Ranji Trophy 
clash against Nagaland after a 
commanding performance across 
Day 2 at the KIIT Cricket Stadium, 
Bhubaneswar. Resuming from 
their strong overnight total, 
Odisha rode on Anil Parida’s 
marathon unbeaten 118 and Biplab 
Samantaray’s fl uent 92 to post 
275 in their fi rst innings, securing 
a crucial 130-run lead. Earlier, 
Odisha’s bowlers—led by Govinda 
Poddar, Sambit Baral and Rajesh 
Mohanty—bundled out Nagaland 
for 161, with Nischal D’s gritty 72 
the lone resistance. With a healthy 
lead and momentum fi rmly in their 
favour, Odisha head into Day 3 in 
complete control of the contest.
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Panaji (Goa), Nov 17: Seek-
ing to qualify for the Candi-
dates' event, India's top-rated 
Arjun Erigaisi walked off with 
an easy draw with his Chinese 
counterpart Wei Yi in the first 
game of the quarterfinals here 
Monday.

On what turned out to be an 
easy day for Arjun, Alexander 
Donchenko fi nally realised 
about things being rosy every 
day. The German had been on 
a dream run which is likely to 
end now as Nodirbek Yakubbo-
ev won an exciting game one 
with white pieces. If Yakubbo-
ev is able to hold the German 
in the next game to a draw he 
will be through to the semifi nal.

For Arjun the opening was 
important and it did not pose 
any issues. The young Indian 
generation is re-writing the 
theoretical aspects of the game 
and Arjun is no exception. As 
it turned out of a routine Ruy 
Lopez theory, Arjun equalised 
with a thematic pawn sacrifi ce 
earlier in the middle game.

When Wei Yi returned the fa-
vour the position was already 
dead-equal and the players 
shook hands to split the point 
in a mere 31 moves.

Javokhir Sindarov of Uzbeki-
stan played out a draw with 
Jose Eduaordo Martinez Alcan-
tara of Mexico in a well contest-
ed game. The Uzbek was never 
under real threat and could be 
seen as a potential semifi nalist 
out of this contest.

In the only other remain-
ing match Samuel Shankland 
of United States also played 
out a draw with Russian An-
drey Esipenko.

ARJUN DRAWS EASY 
WITH BLACK PIECES

FIDE WORLD CUP
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