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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Now I know how a politician 
feels when his teleprompter 

stops working

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 18:  ‘Para-
social’, defi ned as involving 
or relating to a connection 
that someone feels with a 
famous person they do not 
know, has been named the 
Word of the Year for 2025, 
the Cambridge Dictionary 
announced on Tuesday.

According to Cam-
bridge offi cials, the year 
was marked by interest in 
one-sided parasocial rela-
tionships that people form 
with celebrities, infl uencers 
and AI chatbots.

When Taylor Swift and 
Travis Kelce announced 
their engagement, many 
fans felt a deep connection 
to the singer and the Amer-
ican footballer, even though 

most had never met them.
Millions of fans related to 

Taylor Swift’s confessional 
lyrics about dating, heart-
break and desire, leading to 
what psychologists describe 
as “parasocial” bonds with 
stars.

Lily Allen’s “breakup 
album” “West End Girl” 
leant into parasocial in-

terest in her love life. The 
spontaneity, imperfection 
and confessional nature 
of podcast hosts have been 
said to replace real friends 
and to catalyse parasocial 
relationships.

The emergence of para-
social relationships with 
AI bots saw people treat 
ChatGPT as a confi dant, 

friend or even romantic part-
ner. These led to emotional-
ly meaningful – and in some 
cases troubling – connections 
for users, and concerns about 
the consequences.

“Parasocial captures the 
2025 zeitgeist. It’s a great 
example of how language 
changes. What was once a 
specialist academic term 
has become mainstream. 
Millions of people are en-
gaged in parasocial rela-
tionships; many more are 
simply intrigued by their 
rise. The data refl ects that, 
with the Cambridge Dictio-
nary website seeing spikes 
in lookups for parasocial,” 
Colin McIntosh of the Cam-
bridge Dictionary said.

“The language around 
parasocial phenomena is 

evolving fast, as technology, 
society and culture shift and 
mutate: from celebrities to 
chatbots, parasocial trends 
are fascinating for those 
who are interested in the 
development of language,” 
he added.

The term parasocial dates 
back to 1956, when Univer-
sity of Chicago sociologists 
Donald Horton and Richard 
Wohl observed television 
viewers engaged in “para-so-
cial” relationships with on-
screen personalities, resem-
bling those they formed with 
“real” family and friends. 
They noted how the rapidly 
expanding medium of tele-
vision brought the faces of 
actors directly into viewers’ 
homes, making them fi x-
tures in people’s lives.
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Bhubaneswar, Nov 18: 
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi Tuesday called 
upon Collectors and Super-
intendents of Police (SPs) to 
remain fi rmly committed to 
public service and ensure 
transparent, corruption-free 
administration across all 
levels. 

Majhi said this while ad-
dressing the two-day annual 
District Collector-SP joint 
conference here. He issued 
at least nine instructions to 
the district collectors with a 
strong warning on corrup-
tion as top of his agenda.

“The state government 
will certainly provide all 
support to Collectors, but 

will not tolerate corruption, 
negligence and ineffi cien-
cies. I will not tolerate it at all 
if the government’s image is 
tarnished due to the corrupt 
practice of offi cers at what-
ever level,” Majhi warned.

He went on to add, “It is 
noticed that some young of-
fi cers and toppers of UPSC 
and OPSC indulged in cor-
ruption, notwithstanding 
their long career ahead. Our 
government adopts zero tol-
erance towards corruption,” 
he said.

The CM noted that the 
state’s anti-corruption Vig-
ilance wing is in “super 
active” mode and doing its 
best to eliminate corrup-
tion. “Please remain fi rmly 
committed to public service 

and ensure transparent, cor-
ruption-free administration 
across all levels,” Majhi 
urged.

The CM also asked Collec-
tors to increase fi eld visits, 
actively engage with citi-
zens, and prioritise griev-
ance redressal at the district 
level.

He also suggested the 
district authorities to use 
technology for effi cient ad-
ministration and wider dis-
semination of government 
initiatives through social 

media. During his address, 
Majhi also highlighted the 
state’s fl agship ‘Mission Pow-
er’ programme, under which 

every village in Odisha will 
be provided all-weather 
roads, electricity and drink-
ing water by 2027. He urged 
Collectors to work in “mis-
sion mode” to achieve the 
ambitious target.

In a fi rm directive to dis-
trict administrations, Majhi 
instructed offi cials to ensure 
all government fi les, notices, 
reports and advertisements 
at district and block levels 
are prepared in Odia.

He also emphasised 
courteous and respectful 
behaviour towards public 
representatives visiting 
government offi ces.

The conference was also 
addressed by deputy chief 
minister Pravati Parida, 
revenue and disaster man-
agement minister Suresh 
Pujari, chief secretary Manoj 
Ahuja and development com-
missioner Anu Garg.  P3

End corruption at all levels: CM
Every village will be provided all-weather roads, electricity and 
drinking water by 2027, claimed Majhi highlighting the state’s 

fl agship Mission Power programme at Collector-SP meet

KEY TAKEAWAYS
State’s anti-corruption vigilance 
wing is in “super active” mode

  Courteous and respectful 
behaviour towards public 
representatives

  Collectors to increase fi eld 
visits, actively engage with citi-
zens, and prioritise grievance 
redressal at the district level

District authorities to use technol-
ogy for effi cient administration 

‘Parasocial’ Cambridge’s Word of the Year
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Malkangiri, Nov 18: Top 
Naxalite commander Mad-
vi Hidma, who had mas-
terminded several attacks 
over the last two decades, 
was killed in an encounter 
in neighbouring Andhra 
Pradesh Tuesday, a break-
through Chhattisgarh Po-
lice described as the “last 
nail in the coffi n” of the 
insurgency.

Security forces gunned 

down Hidma, his wife Raje, 
and fi ve other Naxalites in 
the Maredumilli forest in 
Alluri Sitaramaraju dis-
trict of the neighbouring 
state this morning, a senior 
police offi cer in Bastar con-
fi rmed.

“We have received infor-
mation that Maoist leader 
Hidma is among the cad-
res killed on the Andhra 
Pradesh-Chhattisgarh bor-
der. It is a very important 
development,” Chhattisgarh 

Deputy Chief Minister Vijay 
Sharma told reporters in 
Raipur.

A native of Puvarti vil-
lage in Sukma district, Hid-

ma’s age and appearance re-
mained mysterious until his 
photograph surfaced earlier 
this year.

He headed the Maoists’ 
People’s Liberation Guerril-
la Army (PLGA) Battalion 
No. 1, the strongest military 
formation of the outfi t in 
Dandakaranya, which spans 
parts of Andhra Pradesh, 
Odisha, Telangana, and 
Maharashtra, apart from 
Bastar, for several years, 
offi cials said.  P8

Top Naxal commander Madvi Hidma killed
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New Delhi, Nov 18: The 
Supreme Court Tuesday 
rejected a plea of CBI seek-
ing its nod to initiate a 
preliminary inquiry into 
allegations of irregulari-
ties in appointments and 
promotions in Jharkhand 
Assembly Secretariat, say-
ing why was the Central 
agency using the machinery 
in “political battles”.

Tuesday, a bench com-
prising Chief Justice BR 
Gavai and Justice K Vinod 
Chandran was hearing an 
interim application of the 
CBI seeking the nod to ini-
tiate a preliminary enquiry.

“Why do you use the ma-
chinery for your political 
battles? … We have told you 
so many times,” the CJI ob-
served while dismissing the 
plea of the probe agency.

Senior advocate Kapil 
Sibal, appearing for the 
Jharkhand Vidhan Sabha 
Secretariat, said, “It is 
shocking that when matters 
come up, the CBI appears in 
that court beforehand.”

“Not in this case”, Addi-

tional Solicitor General S V 
Raju, appearing for the CBI, 
said. “Not only here, in ma-
ny cases, in West Bengal, 
my lords have seen it,” Sibal 
contended.

Earlier, the Justice Ga-
vai-led bench had stayed the 
High Court verdict, which 
directed the CBI to enquire 
into the alleged irregular-
ities in appointments and 
promotions.

The bench had then 
agreed to hear the plea fi led 
by the Jharkhand Vidhan 
Sabha Secretariat and oth-
ers challenging the Septem-
ber 23, 2024, judgment of the 
high court. There was no ef-
fective hearing in the case 
after November 14, 2024.

One of the pleas, fi led 
through advocate Tulika 
Mukherjee, said the high 
court had erred in directing 
the CBI to enquire into the 
issue in the absence of any 
criminality or cognisable 
offence, that too in a civil 
matter which involves com-
plicated and pure questions 
of law and facts with respect 
to service jurisprudence 
and others.

SC raps CBI for role 
in ‘political battles’

LOOKING INTO EYES: Jay, a Royal Bengal Tiger, inside an enclosure at Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Botanical Udyan and Zoo in Mumbai. Built over 160 years ago during 
British rule, the facility will complete 163 years November 19 — making it one of India’s oldest zoos and heritage gardens   PTI PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Daringbadi, Nov 18: A 
4-year-old boy died Tuesday 
after accidentally swallow-
ing a plastic toy that came 
inside a packet of snack 
sticks, police and health of-
fi cials said.

The child, identifi ed as 
Bigil Pradhan, son of Ranjit 
Pradhan of Musumaha Pa-
da near Sikaramaha village 
under Brahmanigaon police 
limits. While playing at their 
maize fi eld, Bigil found a 
small plastic toy gun inside 
the packet. He accidentally 
swallowed the toy, which 
became lodged in his throat, 
causing him to choke and 
struggle to breathe.

His parents rushed him in 
critical condition to the Dar-
ingbadi Community Health 
Center, about 30 kilometers 
away where doctors pro-
nounced him dead. The CHC 
in-charge Dr Jakesh Saman-
taray,the child had severe 
internal bleeding and the 
toy likely entered the airway. 

CHILD DIES AFTER 
SWALLOWING TOY 

Bhubaneswar: In a move 
aimed at strengthening 
governance and improving 
service delivery at the grass-
roots level, the state govern-
ment has announced the 
creation of four new tehsils. 
Now, the total number of te-
hsils will rise from 317 to 321. 

The Revenue and Disas-
ter Management depart-
ment has issued offi cial 
letters to the Collectors of 
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, 
and Sambalpur districts 
regarding the expansion. 
Of the four, two will be es-
tablished in Bhubaneswar, 
while one each will come up 
in Cuttack and Sambalpur.

4 MORE TEHSILS 

NEW DELHI:  The En-
forcement Directorate 
Tuesday arrested Jawad 
Ahmed Siddiqui, chair-
man of the Al Falah group, 
after it conducted simul-
taneous searches in Del-
hi-NCR against the trustees 
and promoters of Farid-
abad-based Al Falah Uni-
versity, which has been at 
the centre of the probe into 
the Red Fort area car blast 

case, offi cials said.
Siddiqui has been tak-

en into custody under the 
criminal provisions of the 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) and 
is being produced before 
a competent court for re-
mand, they said. The agen-
cy has also seized `48 lakh 
in cash during the searches 
that began around 5:15 am, 
according to sources.

Al Falah group chairman arrested
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MUMBAI: In a journey 
spanning over a decade 
in the Hindi entertain-
ment industry, 
actress Huma 
Qureshi, 
whose 
latest re-
lease is 
Maha-
rani 4, 
talked 
about 
her 
under-
standing of 
success, recog-
nition, and failure, 
which she says has not 
dramatically trans-
formed over the years 
but has steadily grown 
into something healthier 
and more grounded.

Huma, who made her 
debut in 2012 with Gangs 
of Wasseypur, has had 
her share of hits and 
misses with fi lms such 
as Ek Thi Daayan, 
Dedh Ishqiya, Bad-
lapur, Jolly LLB 
2, Kaala, Leila, 
Viceroy’s House, 
Dobaara: See 
Your Evil, Bell 
Bottom, Double 
XL, Tarla, Ar-
my of the Dead 
and Monica O My 
Darling to name 
a few.

Look-
ing 

back at her journey, 
Huma shared that the 
real shift has been an 

internal one.
“It’s not 
trans-

formed. I 
think it’s 
become 
better. 
I’ve con-
nected 
with 

myself 
more as an 

artist and as 
a person, as a 

woman,” Huma told 
this news agency.

The actress added that 
she now approaches her 
work without the emo-
tional baggage that often 
comes with the industry.

“I think I’m just able 
to function without any 
of the baggage. I’m just 
able to enjoy my work 
and have fun and real-

ly. I mean, I can’t 
complain,” 

added the 
actress. 

IANS

Today, you are likely to pay 
attention to your health 
issues and eating habits. 
Fortune may not favour your efforts. 
However hard you may try, you may still 
fi nd yourself back to square one at the 
end of the day. Try until you taste the 
sweet fruit of success, suggests Ganesha.

Lady Luck is likely to smile on 
you, foresees Ganesha. You 
are generally shy, but today 
is a different day. You will remain outgo-
ing and will be able to freely express your 
feelings. This temporary change will do a 
lot of good to your ego, says Ganesha.

Easy come, easy go — that 
is the best way to sum 
up money. Try holding on 
to it, advises Ganesha, as there is a 
strong possibility that you shall incur 
a lot of wasteful expenditures today. 
Always think twice before you spend 
your hard-earned money.

Sense and sensibilities 
will prevail today as you 
address relationships. On the 
emotional front, you may be unclear and 
oscillate between what you feel and what 
you really expected of you. But in the end, 
you may well end up following your inner 
voice than depend on others. Your intu-
ition is invincibly strong, says Ganesha.

Signs indicate you may face 
unexpected expenses today. 
But this spending is likely 
to be on family and friends – especially 
in entertaining them. But keep track of 
every penny. To be on the safer side, 
Ganesha advises you not to have any 
pockets at all today.

Pack your bags today for 
a long business trip, which 
will bear rich fruits. Be 
ready to pick up important business 
pointers and learn your way into your 
trade. Ganesha predicts pleasant sur-
prises in store later in the day.

It's time to party, whether or 
not you have no reason for it. 
Friends and even acquain-
tances will be invited to take part in the 
celebrations; you will be all charged up 
to have a blast of a day, says Ganesha. 
For those engaged in business, profi ts 
may come but it won't be the result of the 
efforts you put in. Any dealings related 
to real estate and construction will yield 
good results. As for professionals, bosses 
and close associates will extend their full 
support to whatever work you undertake.

You may be sorely disap-
pointed today. With no sup-
port from family, and the kids 
driving you up the wall, you need to keep 
your cool. Family feuds are highly likely, 
and neighbours may attempt to interfere. 
For now, all you need is to 
remain unruffl ed, says Ganesha.

The theatrical you comes to 
the fore. Ganesha expects 
you to put up a show in all that you do 
today, be it a display of devotion to your 
work, or dedication to your family. You 
may give the best in the business a run for 
their money as you prove to be the perfect 
choice for all tasks assigned to you. 

Those around you have 
always thought that there is 
something different about you, but could 
never put their fi nger on what exactly it 
was. You always knew. You are better 
than them, and today is the day to make 
them realise that. How? The best course 
of action is to do your job in the best 
possible manner. You will be appreciated 
and may even be seen as a future leader 
by some of your colleagues.

Today, you may set out to 
please your beloved, and 
maybe even woo him/her all 
over again. There may be a bit of dissatis-
faction regarding friends and relatives, but 
you can look forward to partying and new 
friendships this evening, says Ganesha.
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HARINGTON BREAKS SILENCE ON 
‘EMBARRASSING’ KISSING SCENE 

TOM CRUISE RECEIVES
 HIS HONORARY OSCAR

Kit Harington recalled an “embarrassing” 
moment on The Dreadful set when he had 
to stand on an apple box to kiss co-star 
Sophie Turner. The 38-year-old actor said 
the height difference made the scene 
awkward, as Turner, who plays Anne, is 
noticeably taller than his character, Jago

Hollywood star Tom Cruise, after four 
Academy Award nominations, wins 
an honorary Oscar. The award recog-
nises his “unwavering commitment to 
the fi lmmaking community,” his “vital 
support of the theatrical experience,” 
and his “unmatched body of work”
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While you may have a wide 
circle of acquaintances, it is 
only a select few who you 
bless with your munifi cence. And that is 
precisely what you will be busy with, as a 
day fi lled with socialising and leisure-fi lled 
activities beckons, says Ganesha.

PISCES

MUMBAI: Actress-singer Shehnaaz Gill, who is 
basking in the success of her maiden production 
Ikk Kudi, has refl ected on her long journey, of-
fering advice to the version of herself from ten 
years ago and to the woman she hopes to become 
in the next decade. 

Looking back at her early struggles, Shehnaaz 
told this news agency that she would tell her 
younger self only one thing: “Well done, Shehnaaz 
Gill. I am proud of you. You are doing so well in 
life. What I wanted to achieve in life, you are do-
ing that. God bless you always. Keep on growing.”

She also spoke about the road ahead, stress-
ing that she doesn’t want success to make her 

complacent.
“Shehnaaz, don't think that you become 
something. You still have to do so much 

hard work in your life. Keep going. 
Keep working hard. Never stop.”

In a candid warning shaped 
by her experiences, the actress 
noted: “Don't get influenced by 
anyone. Be smart. People can be 
bad. They will try to suppress 
you. They will try to spoil your 
mind.”

Talking about her fi lm Ikk 
Kudi, it tells the tale of a woman 
from a family of broken hearts 
who starts doubting her arranged 
marriage match and embarks on 
a quest to uncover her fi ance’s 
mysterious past. IANS

Shehnaaz’s advice to 
her different versions

MUMBAI: Elli AvrRam, 
who has featured in diverse 
fi lms and OTT projects, said 
that one of her biggest early 
challen-
ges was 
breaking 
free from 
the in-
dustry’s 
fi xed 
percep-
tion of 
her. She 
shared that people often as-
sumed they already under-
stood her based solely on 
her appearance, which led 
to her being typecast de-
spite the range of characters 
she had portrayed. 

The Swedish actor, last 
seen in Be Happy, noted 
that she had played roles 
as varied as a Bengali 
wife and Jessie in Ma-
lang, along with sever-
al Indian characters in 
her upcoming work, yet 
she was still stereotyped 
for years. Many believed 
she wasn’t suitable for 
certain roles or fl uent 
in Hindi simply because 

of how she looked.
Elli said it took time for 

this perception to shift, but 
the rise of OTT platforms 
played a key role. Stream-
ing content allowed view-
ers and fi lmmakers to see 
her versatility, helping her 
break out of the mould she 
had long been placed in. To-
day, she feels recognised as 
the performer she always 
knew she was, with dir-
ectors far more open to 
experimenting with her 
capabilities. Looking 
ahead, Elli hopes to ex-
plore action-oriented and 
deeply layered roles, be-
lieving there is still much 
more she can bring to the 
screen. AGENCIES

MUMBAI: Fatima Sana 
Shaikh, best known for Dangal, has 

opened up about a diffi cult chapter in 
her life, revealing that she battled Bulimia 

for nearly a year. In a candid conversation on 
Rhea Chakraborty’s podcast, the actor described 
her long-standing “love-hate relationship” with her 
body and food, admitting she had become “addicted” to 

a certain version of herself.
Shaikh explained that her struggle began after she 
gained weight for Dangal. While preparing for the role, 
she trained intensely; three hours for wrestling and 

another 1.5 hours at the gym, consuming 2,500 to 3,000 
calories daily. But when the fi lm ended, her calorie in-

take remained the 
same even though 
her physical activity 
dropped. This imbal-
ance led her to feel unfi t 
and emotionally over-
whelmed. Eating soon 
became a “comfort 
zone,” and she found 
herself bingeing for 
hours, unable to stop, 

which fueled deep self-criticism.
Her pattern quickly turned extreme, shifting between 

uncontrollable eating and long periods of starvation. The 
emotional toll was so heavy that she avoided leaving the 
house. Her Dangal co-star Sanya Malhotra was the fi rst to 
sense something was wrong.

Shaikh said the disorder numbed her feelings, comparing it to 
doom scrolling, eventually pushing her into Bulimia, an experience 

she calls “extremely harmful.” AGENCIES

Elli on 
being 

typecast

Huma shares 
her bond with 
success, failure

Fatima talks 
about life’s 

tough chapter
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New Delhi, Nov 18: The Su-
preme Court verdict, recalling 
its May 16 judgement that had 
barred the Centre from grant-
ing retrospective environmen-
tal clearances to projects, has 
provided a lifeline to critical 
public infrastructure projects 
across India including Bhu-
baneswar AIIMS. 

The majority verdicts of Chief 
Justice BR Gavai and Justice K 
Vinod Chandran said that if the 
May 16 verdict is not recalled, 
it will result in 
demolition of 
various build-
ings, projects 
constructed out 
of public exche-
quer to the tune 
of nearly `20,000 
crore.  The major-
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New Delhi/Bhubaneswar, 
Nov 18: In a major relief 
to farmers in states like 
Odisha with high human–
wildlife confl ict, the Centre 
Tuesday announced that 
crop losses due to wild ani-
mal attacks will be covered 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) 
from the Kharif sowing sea-
son 2026.

In addition, losses in-
curred due to inundation 
of paddy crops because of 
heavy rains and fl oods will 
also be covered under the 
PMFBY.

In a statement, the Minis-
try of Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Welfare (MoAFW) point-
ed out that farmers across 
India have been facing crop 
losses due to attacks by wild 
animals, such as elephants, 
wild boars, nilgai, deer, and 
monkeys.

“These incidents are 
particularly common in re-
gions situated near forests, 
wildlife corridors, and hilly 
terrains,” it added.

“Under the revised frame-
work, crop loss due to wild 
animal attack will now be 
recognised as the fi fth Add-
on Cover under the Local-
ised Risk category,” it said, 

adding that states will notify 
the list of wild animals re-
sponsible for crop damage 
and identify vulnerable 
districts or insurance units 
based on historical data.

“Farmers will be required 
to report losses within 72 
hours using the Crop In-
surance App by uploading 
geotagged photographs,” 
the MoAFW said.

Many states have been 
making demands in this 
regard.

“The modalities have 
been prepared in accor-
dance with the PMFBY Op-
erational Guidelines, ensur-
ing a scientifi c, transparent 
and operationally feasible 
framework for implementa-
tion nationwide, and will be 
rolled out from Kharif 2026,” 
the statement said.

The ministry noted that 
crop losses due to wild an-
imal attacks often went un-
compensated as they were 
not covered under the crop 
insurance.

“Paddy farmers in fl ood-
prone and coastal states 
have been repeatedly af-
fected by inundation during 
heavy rains and overfl owing 
waterways,” the statement 
said.

Paddy inundation was 
removed from the localised 
calamity category in 2018 
due to concerns about moral 
hazard and the diffi culty of 
assessing submerged crops. 
However, its exclusion led 
to a signifi cant protection 
gap for farmers in districts 
prone to seasonal fl ooding.

Taking note of these 
emerging risks and chal-

lenges, the Department of 
Agriculture constituted an 
expert committee.

The recommendations 
of the committee have now 
been approved by the Union 
Minister of Agriculture 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

The ministry said it has 
now recognised the modal-
ities for covering ‘crop loss 
due to wild animal attacks 
and paddy inundation’ un-
der the PMFBY.

“With this important de-
cision, farmers suffering 
localised crop damage will 
now receive timely and 
technology-based claim set-
tlement under PMFBY,” the 
statement said.

This coverage is expect-
ed to signifi cantly benefi t 
farmers in states with high 
human–wildlife confl ict, 
including Odisha, Chhat-
tisgarh, Jharkhand, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, and Uttarakhand. 
Farmers in the Himalayan 
and Northeastern states 
such as Assam, Meghalaya, 
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripu-
ra, Sikkim and Himachal 
Pradesh will also benefi t.

Paddy farmers in coastal 
and fl ood-prone states will 
also be covered under the 
scheme.

Now, crop loss due to wild animal 
attack to be covered under PMFBY

GOOD NEWS FOR ODISHA FARMERS

AGENCIES

New Delhi/Bhubaneswar, 
Nov 18: The National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) fi led 
a chargesheet against 10 
accused in a Bhubaneswar 
court in connection with the 
trafficking of a minor Ban-
gladeshi girl from across the 
eastern border into Odisha, an 
offi cial said Tuesday. 

The set of charges fi led by 
NIA, before a special court, 
charged the accused for lur-
ing the girl with the prom-
ise of employment and 
then pushing her into 
immoral traffi cking to 
make money. The ac-
cused had taken advan-
tage of her family’s poor 
fi nancial condition to execute 
the traffi cking operation, the 
NIA found during investigation, 
which exposed a major human 
traffi cking network.

The case dates back to No-
vember last year, when Madh-
upatna police rescued the Ban-
gladeshi minor girl roaming 
in Link Road area of Cuttack. 
She was later handed over to 
the Child Welfare Committee 
(CWC). Initially, Odisha Po-
lice had fi led two chargesheets 
in the POCSO court against six 
accused in the case. The NIA, 
after taking over the probe, 
conducted searches in multi-
ple locations in West Bengal 
and arrested two more accused. 
Examination of their social 

media accounts, and their fi -
nancial transactions, led the 
NIA to arrest another two of 
their associates, said the NIA 
in a statement. The national 
agency accordingly has fi led a 
chargesheet against all the 10 
accused under various Sections 
of BNS 2023, the POCSO Act, 
2012 and the Immoral Traffi c 
(Prevention) Act, 1956.

In another case, the NIA fi led 
a chargesheet against the mas-
termind in an interstate arms 

and narcotics traffi cking 
case linked with Paki-

stan-based operators. 
In its chargesheet, fi led 
before the NIA Special 
Court in Jaipur last 

week, the agency named 
Vishal Pachar, charging 

him under various Sections of 
the UAPA, Arms Act, NDPS 
Act and BNS. The accused was 
allegedly involved in procuring, 
transporting and distributing 
prohibited arms, ammunition 
and narcotics as part of the arms 
and drugs traffi cking network 
spanning Rajasthan, Haryana, 
and Punjab.  As per NIA investi-
gations in the case (RC-01/2025/
NIA/JPR), Pakistan-based asso-
ciates supported the key accused 
by facilitating the supply of 
arms, ammunition and heroin.

The consignments were 
dropped near the border areas 
using high-powered drones, and 
were subsequently retrieved by 
members of the gang on the Indi-
an side for further distribution.

NIA chargesheets 10 
for traffi cking minor 
B'deshi girl into Odisha

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 18: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Tuesday asked district Collec-
tors to treat ‘irregular’ trade of 
minor minerals as ‘organised 
crimes’ and take strong action 
against the offenders.

Addressing the two-day an-
nual District Collector-SP joint 
conference here, Majhi issued 
several instructions to the Col-
lectors with a strong warning 
on corruption. Expressing con-
cern over the reports of ‘irreg-
ular’ trade of minor minerals 
across the state, the CM said, 
“District Collectors will have to 
treat such incidents as organ-
ised crimes and take strong 

action against the offenders.”
“Use modern technology like 

drone to regularise the trade of 
minor minerals in the state,” he 
suggested. He also warned that 
Collectors and SPs will be held ac-
countable for death of any person 
due to consumption of illicit liquor.

“We have zero tolerance to-
wards illegal liquor trade. If any 
person dies by consuming illicit 
liquor, the Collector and SP of 
the district will be held respon-
sible. They must enforce law 

along with the offi cials of Excise 
department,” the CM said.

He said that tribals, who con-
stitute around 23 per cent of the 
state’s population, should get 
their rights and there should 
be no harassment of the com-
munity by Forest offi cials.

The CM said that the Collec-
tors have a big role to play in 
shaping the state’s economy 
and meet its goal of becoming 
a ‘Viksit Odisha’ by 2036.

The CM also urged Collectors 

to increase fi eld visits, actively 
engage with citizens, and prior-
itise grievance redressal at the 
district level. He also suggested 
the district authorities to use 
technology for effi cient adminis-
tration and wider dissemination 
of government initiatives through 
social media. Among other sug-
gestions, the CM told Collectors 
to ensure that the Odia language 
is widely used in the administra-
tion and publish notices in Odia.

The conference was also ad-
dressed by Deputy Chief Min-
ister Pravati Parida, Revenue 
and Disaster Management 
Minister Suresh Pujari, Chief 
Secretary Manoj Ahuja and 
Development Commissioner 
Anu Garg.

Treat irregular trade of minor minerals 
as organised crimes: CM to Collectors

SC recalls verdict; `20K-cr projects saved from demolition
ity decision cited the potentially 
“devastating effects” on projects 
of national importance, includ-
ing the 962-bed AIIMS hospital 
and a greenfi eld airport. During 
the hearing, the Centre had giv-
en a list of projects that were 
stalled and at risk. 

The CJI, in his majority opin-
ion, highlighted three specifi c 
instances to illustrate the severe 
public interest crisis that the 
demolition order would trigger. 

“A perusal of the list produced 
would reveal that out of the proj-
ects which will be adversely af-

fected by the JUR, some of the 
projects are concerning con-
struction of hospitals/medical 
colleges/airports and some are 
with regard to common effl uent 
treatment plants,” the CJI said. 

A fully-constructed medical 
facility with a capacity of ap-
proximately 962 beds, built to 
serve thousands of citizens in 
the region, faced complete dem-
olition because it had proceeded 
without a prior EC. 

“The fi rst one is with regard to 
AIIMS Medical College and Hos-
pital constructed in the state of 

Odisha. The college and the hos-
pital buildings constructed there 
are having a capacity of approxi-
mately 962 beds which will have 
to be demolished on account of 
the JUR,” he said.

A newly-built greenfi eld air-
port at Vijayanagar in Karnata-
ka was also built without EC and 
facing demolition as per the May 
16 verdict. 

The judgement pointed to sev-
eral CETPs, which are essential 
for treating industrial and sew-
age water to prevent pollution of 
rivers and streams. 

STUDY TOUR: Dharitri and OrissaPOST Editor Tathagata Satpathy and Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy during a photo op with the students of Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC), 
Dhenkanal, who were on an exposure trip to the twin publications’ offi ce in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday    OP PHOTO

Cuttack: A 30-year-old ward attendant 
was arrested Monday for allegedly at-
tempting to rape a 23-year-old woman 
patient in the Medicine department ICU 
of SCB Medical College and Hospital 
here. The victim from Kamakhyanagar 
in Dhenkanal district was admitted 
after consuming poison. Police said the 
accused, Manas Ranjan Pati of Jajpur 
district, was heavily drunk Sunday night 
when he removed the patient’s saline 
bottle under the pretext of changing 
it and tried to sexu-
ally assault her. The 
woman, though criti-
cal, regained partial 
consciousness and 
informed her family 
the next morning. The 
family lodged a complaint at Mangala-
bag police station following which Pati 
was arrested from hospital premises. 
He reportedly confessed to the crime, 
citing alcohol as the reason. Pati was 
produced in court, denied bail and sent 
to judicial custody. Hospital additional 
superintendent Jyotirmay Nayak said 
the accused will be terminated and 
stricter monitoring, including deploy-
ment of female staff in ICUs at night, 
will be ensured.

SCB staffer held for
rape bid on patient
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

29.7° 27.2°
14.1° 14.0°
67% 75%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Mainly 
Clear Sky 

MARKET WATCH

GOLD    `122,317   `610

SILVER `153,758   `1,554

DOLLAR  88.62   0.04

EURO   102.73   0.21

SENSEX 84673.02   277.93

NIFTY     25910.05   103.40

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi/Bhubaneswar, 
Nov 18: The Odisha Pavilion, 
inaugurated at the 44th India 
International Trade Fair being 
held from November 14 to 27 at 
Bharat Mandapam in New Del-
hi, has successfully established 
commercial connections with 
major business enterprises 
from India and abroad.

Refl ecting this year’s theme, 
“Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat”, 
a wide range of Odisha’s prod-
ucts, from agricultural goods 
to handlooms and handicrafts 
created through indigenous 
knowledge and skills, has at-
tracted the attention of large 
business groups as well as 
government and private insti-
tutions from within the country 
and overseas.

As an outcome of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s call for “Ek 
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat” and 
“Atmanirbhar Bharat”, along 
with Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi’s “Odisha Vision 2036” 
focused on industrialisation and 
investment, the Odisha Pavilion 
has achieved signifi cant success 
during the fi rst fi ve days (Novem-
ber 14–18) of the fair’s designated 
business period.

During this business peri-
od, several interactions took 
place. Under the MSME de-
partment, Bargarh-based Gou-
maya Paints held discussions 
with the Tripura Industries 
department, Arihant Paints of 
Rohtak (Haryana), ALM Enter-
prises (New Delhi) and RKGD 
Enterprises (New Delhi). Odi-
sha Rajya Talaguda Samabaya 
Sangha conducted business 
talks with Delhi-based Harmit 
Singh. Similarly, Berhampur’s 
Elate Crunchies engaged in 
discussions with the Airports 
Authority of India, Power Grid 
Corporation, Ashoka Hotel 
(New Delhi) and Nut Shake.

Under the Department of 
Agriculture & Farmers’ Em-
powerment, the stall of Jashi-
pur Farmers Producers Com-

mittee of Mayurbhanj district 
held talks with representatives 
from the state of Kerala. Under 
ORMAS, the Rayagada-based 
Prerana self-help group, par-
ticipating with Tumba crafts, 
discussed business opportuni-
ties with Rudrashil Products of 
New Delhi.

Additionally, stalls show-
casing paddy craft, Saura and 
Gond tribal paintings, Koraput 
coffee and products collect-
ed-produced-processed by trib-
al communities—represented 
by the SC &ST Development 
department—as well as vari-
ous attractive items produced 
by women self-help groups and 
producer groups supported by 
ORMAS and Mission Shakti, 
became major points of attrac-
tion for traders from participat-

ing states and countries.
Ministers and senior admin-

istrative offi cials from various 
states visited the Odisha Pavil-
ion along with their teams and 
held discussions with stall rep-
resentatives about production, 
supply and distribution proce-
dure of the showcased items. 

The positive response and 
high-quality assistance provid-
ed by the offi cials-in-charge of 
the pavilion have signifi cantly 
enhanced the perception of Odi-
sha-made products.

November 14, Deputy Chief 
Minister Pravati Parida inau-
gurated the pavilion. Yester-
day, Deputy Chief Minister KV 
Singh Deo visited the Odisha 
Pavilion as well as the pavil-
ions of the Ministry of Power 
and the Ministry of Agriculture 
& Farmers’ Welfare, present-
ing a clear picture of Odisha’s 
achievements and potential in 
these sectors. 

Throughout the business pe-
riod, notable visitors such as 
Tripura’s Minister of Industries 
& Commerce Santana Chakma, 
and Manipur’s Additional Chief 
Secretary Anurag Bajpayee vis-
ited the pavilion for strengthen-
ing commercial prospects with 
their respective states.

44TH INDIA INT’L TRADE FAIR444 IRIR

Odisha Pavilion attracts investment opportunities

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 18: A 
fortnight-long tribute to Prof 
LK Mahapatra, organised by 
the LK Mahapatra Memori-
al Trust in association with 
Bakul Foundation and the 
Department of Anthropology, 
Utkal University, concluded 
with a celebration of the life 
and contributions of one of In-
dia’s leading anthropologists.

The programme featured the 
5th LK Mahapatra Memorial 
Lecture on “Why Anthropology 
is Needed to Resolve Socio-eco-
nomic and Political Issues” de-
livered by noted anthropologist 
Vijoy Sahay, former Emeritus 
Professor and Head, Depart-
ment of Anthropology, Univer-
sity of Allahabad.

The tribute revisited Prof 
Mahapatra’s inspiring jour-
ney—how, at just 18 in 1947, 
he chose to study Anthropol-
ogy after hearing a lecture at 
Ravenshaw College. He later 
pursued the subject at Calcutta 
University. After over a decade 
of research and teaching in In-
dia and abroad, he returned to 
Odisha and helped build the 
Department of Anthropology 
at Utkal University into one of 
the country’s fi nest in the 1970s 
and 1980s. Utkal University 
VC Jagneshwar Dandapat, PG 
Council Chair Mitali Chinara 
and Emeritus Professor at KISS 
NC Dash paid rich tributes to 
the scholar.

Fortnight-long tribute to 
LK Mahapatra concludes

KORAPUT: A fi ve-day workshop-cum-
certifi cate course on “Understanding 
the Basics of Food Regulations in India” 
began at the Central University of 
Odisha (CUO), Koraput, Monday. The 
workshop was jointly organised by 
the Department of Dairy Science, 
the Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI), and the 
International Training Centre for 
Food Safety & Applied Nutrition 
(ITCFSAN), Mumbai. NC Nanda, 
Vice-Chancellor (I/C), formally inau-
gurated the programme in the pres-
ence of Nilamani Biswal, Director 
(I/C), FSSAI Eastern Region Office, 
Kolkata; Duryodhan Sethi, Finance 
Officer, CUO; and Sanjay Kumar 
Pradhan, Head, Department of Dairy 
Science. Delivering an overview of the 
course, Muhammad Salman Chukkan, 
Technical Offi cer, FSSAI (ITCFSAN), 
Western Region, Mumbai emphasised 
the relevance of the workshop for 
dairy technocrats in the context of In-
dia’s evolving food safety ecosystem. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Nov 18: Odisha 
shone at the 6th National Wa-
ter Awards and Jal Sanchay–
Jan Bhagidari (JSJB) Awards, 
with RCCF Berhampur Circle 
securing the fi rst rank (joint 
winner) in the ‘Best Institute 
Other Than School and Col-
lege Outside Campus’ category. 
Chaudhary Charan Singh Hary-
ana Agriculture University, 
Hisar, shared the top position. 
Since August 2023, the Berham-
pur Circle has constructed fi ve 
farm ponds, 24,317 staggered 
trenches, over 3,000 pits and 
around 8 km of trenches, re-
fl ecting sustained innovation 
in water conservation and re-
source management.

President Droupadi Murmu 
presented the awards at a cer-
emony held at Vigyan Bhawan, 
New Delhi, Tuesday. Instituted 
by the Department of Water Re-

sources, River Development 
and Ganga Rejuvenation under 
the Ministry of Jal Shakti, the 
awards recognise outstanding 
contributions to sustainable 
water use across the country.

In addition, Malusanta Gov-
ernment Nodal Higher Second-
ary School, Damanjodi, was 
adjudged the third joint winner 
in the ‘Best School and College’ 
category.

This apart fi ve Odisha dis-
tricts — Ganjam, Kalahandi, 
Rayagada, Cuttack, and Ma-
yurbhanj — received the pres-
tigious JSJB Awards 2025 for 
their exemplary contributions 
to water conservation and 
groundwater recharge under 
the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch 
the Rain (JSA: CTR) campaign. 
Launched in September 2024, 
the initiative promotes com-
munity participation in water 
governance and sustainable 
practices to address growing 

water stress. The award-win-
ning districts have constructed 
and rejuvenated key water in-
frastructure, including rooftop 
rainwater harvesting systems 
and borewell recharge units.

Each of these districts will 
receive `25 lakh in fi nancial 
incentives, along with cita-
tions from the Department of 
Water Resources, River Devel-
opment & Ganga Rejuvenation. 
The JSA: CTR campaign has 
already resulted in the con-
struction of 27.6 lakh recharge 
structures nationwide, surpass-
ing its original target of 10 lakh 
and highlighting the success of 
community-driven water man-
agement.

At the ceremony, President 
Murmu stressed the vital im-
portance of water in human ci-
vilisation and Indian tradition, 
noting that rivers, lakes, and 
other water sources have always 
been revered. She urged citizens, 
industries, and governments to 
adopt sustainable and innovative 
practices for water conservation, 
emphasising that water is a pre-
cious resource whose effi cient use 
is crucial for India, especially in 
the face of climate change. She al-
so highlighted the success of the 
Jal Sanchay-Jan Bhagidari ini-
tiative, under which over 35 lakh 
groundwater recharge structures 
have been constructed.

Odisha shines at sixth 
Nat’l Water Awards POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 18: The 
Odisha Legislative Assembly 
Tuesday hosted 40 foreign dele-
gates from 12 countries, visiting 
under a programme organised 
by the Parliamentary Research 
and Training Institute for De-
mocracies (PRIDE), New Delhi. 
The delegates attended a special 
session in the Assembly Secre-
tariat’s conference hall to gain 
insights into the Assembly’s 
functioning, legislative proce-
dures and traditions.

The event was inaugurated 
by Assembly Speaker Surama 

Padhy, who warmly welcomed 
the delegates and provided an 
overview of the Assembly’s 
rich history and operational 
procedures. Highlighting re-
cent achievements, she noted 
that in the fi rst year of the 17th 
Assembly, a total of 62 working 
days of sessions were success-

fully completed. 
She also emphasised that all 

Assembly proceedings have 
been digitised under the NeVA 
(New e-Vidhan Application) 
project, marking a major step 
toward paperless functioning.

Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Mukesh Mahaling briefed 

the delegates on the legislative 
procedures and administrative 
functions of the Assembly, and 
suggested ways to strengthen 
cultural and parliamentary 
exchanges between nations.

MP Sujit Kumar highlighted 
the traditions and functioning 
of the Indian parliamentary 
system, offering deeper in-
sight into India’s democratic 
practices. The programme was 
attended by Odisha Assembly 
Secretary Satyabrata Rout, Di-
rector of Legislative Research 
Tribikram Pradhan, PRIDE 
Director Prashant Mallik and 
other senior Assembly offi cials.

Delegation from 12 nations visit Assembly
 Visitors attended a special session to learn about the Assembly’s functioning, legislative procedures and traditions

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Nov 18: No-
va IVF Fertility, India’s fast-
est-growing fertility chain, 
has expanded its presence in 
Odisha with the launch of its 
fi rst centre in Bhubaneswar. 
With over 120 centres across 
68 cities and more than 1 lakh 
IVF cycles completed, the chain 
aims to enhance access to qual-
ity fertility care in Tier-2 and 
Tier-3 regions.

The new centre features ad-
vanced Electronic Witnessing 
Systems (EWS) and AI-enabled 
embryo selection technology, 
provided at no additional cost 
to couples. These systems en-

hance precision and safety in 
fertility treatments by mini-
mising errors and improving 
success rates.

“Our expansion into Bhu-
baneswar refl ects our contin-
ued focus on making quality 
fertility care accessible across 
India,” said Nova IVF Fertility 
CEO Bishwanath Ganguly. “We 
follow international protocols 

backed by skilled clinicians and 
embryologists to ensure consis-
tent patient outcomes across all 
our centres,” he added.

Highlighting the technolog-
ical enhancements, Rohit Gut-
gutia, Medical Director, Nova 
IVF Fertility, said, “AI acts as 
a second set of eyes for embryol-
ogists in selecting the best em-
bryo, which can help improve 
success rates. EWS works like 
an alarm system that alerts 
embryologists in case of any 
mix-ups.”

“Many couples delay consul-
tation, which affects outcomes 
as age increases the number of 
cycles required,” said Fertility 
Specialist Gayatri Satpathy.

Nova IVF Fertility opens 1st centre in Capital city

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Nov 18: The 
125th birth anniversary of 
former Chief Minister Utkal 
Keshari Harekrushna Maha-
tab was observed with a Na-
tional Human Resource Con-
clave-2025, jointly organised 
by the Kalinga Bharati Foun-
dation and KMC, at the Guru 
Kelucharan Mohapatra Odissi 
Research Centre here Tuesday.

The event was presided over 
by Akshay Kumar Samal, Na-
tional President of the Founda-
tion, with Jajpur MP Rabindra 
Narayan Behera attending as 

chief guest. Patna MLA Akhila 
Chandra Nayak and retired IAS 
offi cer Anil Kumar Samal were 
among the guests of honour.

On the occasion, the Kalinga 
Bharati Foundation presented 
the Excellence in Social Ser-
vice Award 2025 to Jayanta 
Kumar Das, Administrative 
Officer and Head of Skill De-
velopment at CIPET: CSTS, 
Bhubaneswar. Das was hon-
oured for his significant and 
sustained contributions to 
social welfare through free 
skill development initiatives 
for unemployed and econom-
ically disadvantaged youth.

JAYANTA KUMAR DAS GETS 
SOCIAL SERVICE AWARD

CUO hosts food safety
regulations workshop

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 18: In a 
major crackdown on illegal nar-
cotics trade, the Excise depart-
ment Tuesday seized 465 grams 
of brown sugar worth around 
`46 lakh and arrested three 
persons during a raid near the 
Satya Nagar overbridge.

The accused have been iden-
tifi ed as Rabi Barik (26), Su-
shant Kumar Parida (33) and 
Hasim Khan (29).

According to sources, the Ex-
cise department received intelli-
gence inputs regarding the smug-
gling of the contraband. Acting 
on the tip-off, Excise sleuths ap-
prehended the trio red-handed 
near the Satya Nagar overbridge 
while they were reportedly dis-
tributing the narcotics.

The department stated that 
Rabi Barik is the key distrib-
utor, supplying brown sugar 
to various petty dealers in the 
City. A Pulsar motorcycle al-
legedly used by him to trans-

port the contraband was also 
seized during the operation.

“The Excise department re-
ceived intelligence regarding 
brown sugar smuggling in the 
City. Our Range-I offi cers traced 
the smugglers and arrested 
them. The prime supplier, Ra-
bi Barik, has also been appre-
hended. We are investigating 
the other links of the smuggling 
network,” said Bhubaneswar 
Excise SP Debashish Patel.

All three accused have been 
arrested and forwarded to the 
Court of the District Judge, 
Bhubaneswar, under Section 
21 of the NDPS Act.

It is worth noting that Mon-
day, the police had arrested 
another youth and seized 400 
grams of brown sugar worth 
around `40 lakh.

Brown sugar worth `46L 
seized in City; 3 arrested

By virtue of  an affi davit 
(70AA057799) sworn 
before Executive 
Magistrate, Anandapur, 
Dated- 14.11.2025, I, 
KABERI PUHAN, 
W/o.- BHAGIRATHI 
ROUT, Address: 
At- BHATAKARUA, 
P.O.- AMBAGADIA, 
P.S.- NANDIPADA, 
Dist.- Keonjhar, Odisha 
declare that I have 
changed the name of  my 
daughter from ELINA 
ROUT to ALINA ROUT. 
Henceforth, she shall 
be known as ALINA 
ROUT for all purposes.
KABERI PUHAN

I, Smruti Samal, S/o- 
Baishnab Charan 
Samal, resident of  
AT-QTR No-5, Kitchen 
Block Bose Campus 
Medical College 
Campus, Cuttack, PIN-
753007, Odisha declare 
by this affi davit No-
29707, dtd-14.11.2025 that 
now onwards I shall 
be known as SMRUTI 
RANJAN SAMAL for all 
future purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

Excise sleuths caught 
the trio red-handed 

while they were 
allegedly dealing with 

the contraband
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Keonjhar, Nov 18: Normal 
life was disrupted in Keonjhar 
district Tuesday as all govern-
ment offi ces, educational insti-
tutions and banks remained 
closed while vehicular traffi c 
came to a grinding halt in ma-
ny parts of the district during 
the 12-hour bandh call given by 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) 
Tuesday in protest against the 
alleged rape of a tribal and dif-
ferently-abled minor girl 

According to police, the girl 
was allegedly raped under 
Banshpal block November 15 
and is currently undergoing 
treatment at the district head-
quarters hospital (DHH). A man 
from Muslim community in 
West Bengal has been arrested 
in connection with the case.

The bandh, aimed at demand-
ing the identifi cation and expul-
sion of alleged infi ltrators and 
anti-social elements from the 
district, passed off peacefully 
Tuesday, said sources. Many 
shopkeepers voluntarily downed 
shutters, and markets remained 
closed in support of the call.

Activists held peaceful 
demonstrations at locations 

including Gandhi Square and 
the Collectorate, carrying fl ags 
and chanting slogans such as 
“Hindu-Hindu Bhai Bhai” and 
“Bharat Mata Ki Jay.”

All the shops, markets, 
schools, colleges, government 
offi ces, banks, post offi ces, 
except essential services re-
mained shut in the town. Traf-
fi c on National Highways 20, 49 
and 520 came to a halt.

Senior police offi cials, includ-
ing Additional SP Jyotirmaya 

Bhukta, SDPO Sudarshan Gan-
goi, Town Police Station IIC Sri-
kant Sahu, Barbil police station 
IIC Ashok Sahu and inspector 
Bijay Kumar Bihari, monitored 
the situation across the town.

VHP district president 
Tusharkant Samant reiter-
ated the demand to identify 
and remove infi ltrators from 
the district. Senior member 
Debaraj Acharya said such el-
ements have long been involved 
in criminal and disruptive ac-

tivities but no action has been 
taken despite repeated appeals.

Under the leadership of dis-
trict secretary Saptakeswar 
Sahu, members including Bas-
ant Kumar Dani, Kedar Dash, 
Biswajit Tripathy, Barada Sahu, 
Niranjan Palei, Saiba Mohanta, 
Pranab Behera, Mamina Rad-
hus, Subrat Mohanty, Damba-
ru Mohanta, Babuli Nayak and 
Ranjan Sahu, along with hun-
dreds of activists from various 
other outfi ts, joined the protest.

The bandh also affected 
Champua, Joda, Barbil, Pata-
na, Ghasipura and Anandapur 
areas. VHP members picketed 
at multiple locations as police 
deployed forces across the dis-
trict. The Rourkela DIG and 
other senior offi cers oversaw 
security arrangements.

Western Range DIG of police 
(Rourkela) Brijesh Kumar Rai, 
who was in Keonjhar to super-
vise the whole law and order 
situation during the bandh 
said, “No untoward incident 
happened during the bandh. 
We will look into the demands 
of the protesters. Police arrest-
ed the accused and is work-
ing to provide justice to the 
victim’s family.”

12-hr bandh cripples life in Keonjhar

POST NEWS NETWORK

Basudevpur, Nov 18:
Villagers in Palasahi un-
der Sanakrushnapur pan-
chayat in Bhadrak district 
foiled an armed robbery 
late Monday night, cap-
turing two suspects and 
their getaway vehicle 
after a dramatic chase, 
police said.

According to police, four 
men carrying guns and 
sharp weapons entered the 
residence of Prafulla Len-
ka while his wife, Kamini, 
and daughter were inside. 
The suspects allegedly tied 
them up, assaulted Kami-
ni, and struck her head 
with a weapon before steal-
ing more than 20 grams of 
gold jewellery.

As the men fl ed in a 
Bolero SUV, Lenka re-
turned home and raised 
the alarm. Villagers 
chased the vehicle, throw-
ing stones and blocking 

it near Lakshmidaspur 
Square. One suspect was 
beaten up and restrained, 
while two others escaped 
in the darkness. The driver 
was also detained.

Police from Nayakan-
idihi, Kasia Marine, and 
Chudamani Marine stations 
responded to the scene. After 
jurisdictional discussions, 
the case was transferred to 
Kasia Marine police. A sci-
entific team from Bhadrak 
joined the investigation 
Tuesday morning. The case 
(154/25) was registered. 
Two suspects — Ananta 
Nayak, 30, and Bharat 
Jena, 35, both from Bhan-
daripokhari police limits 
— were arrested. They 
are produced in court 
Tuesday afternoon, said 
Kasia Marine inspector 
Sabitri Panda.

Police said the inves-
tigation is in progress to 
trace the two absconding 
suspects. 

Basudevpur villagers 
foil robbery attempt

POST NEWS NETWORK

Hatadihi, Nov 18: Authorities 
have intensifi ed crackdown on the 
sand mafi a, with police, Mining and 
Revenue offi cials carrying out co-
ordinated raids to curb illegal sand 
mining and transport in this block 
of Keonjhar district.

Police said they are in “action 
mode,” targeting wanted operators 
and seizing trucks loaded with il-
legally mined sand. The sustained 
enforcement drive has disrupted 
the mafi a’s network, forcing sev-
eral accused to fl ee.

Last Saturday, Nandipada police 
arrested two members of the ma-
fi a. So far, 19 cases have been reg-
istered against nine main accused 
and several others.

The accused include Don Bullet 

and Azad of Aapanda village under 
Bhadrak district’s Banta police 
station, Bhupesh “Litu”, Manas 
Ranjan, Badudi alias Manguli of 
Badarams village, Jagannath of 
Chhenapadi, Munu, Santoshalias 
Bapi of Jalkalanga, and Deepti 
Ranjan of Ishala.

Officials said members of the 
group recently attempted to fill a 
trench dug by the administration 
to block illegal sand transport 
and even threatened to assault 
the Hatadihi tehsildar. Sources 
said nearly 80 sand mining relat-
ed cases have been registered at 
Nandipada police station in less 
than a year.

Despite earlier protests, includ-
ing a “sand satyagraha,” illegal 
mining continues day and night 
at 17 locations across Hatadi-

hi, Ghasipura and Anandapur 
blocks, violating the Mines and 
Minerals (Development and Reg-
ulation) Act, the Environment 
(Protection) Act and the Odisha 
Sand Policy.

Officials estimate the govern-
ment has lost nearly Rs 2,000 
crore worth of revenue.

A complaint filed October 30 
sought installation of AI cam-
eras, identification of offenders 
and assessment of revenue loss. 
Following this, the DGP’s office 
and the Chief Minister’s Office 
ordered inquiries. Anandapur 
SDPO Prashant Behera said ab-
sconding members will be booked 
under the Organised Crime Sec-
tion. Mining officer Tarini Singh 
said more than Rs 50 lakh in pen-
alties has been collected this year.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharsuguda, Nov 18: Jharsu-
guda police Tuesday claimed 
to have busted a 12-member 
interstate cyber fraud gang, 
and seized dozens of bank 
passbooks, ATM cards, mobile 
phones and vehicles.

Addressing a presser at Town 
Police Station here, Superinten-
dent of Police Gundala Reddy 
Raghavendra said that inves-
tigators recovered more than 
61 passbooks from various 
banks, 41 ATM cards, 19 mobile 
phones, a scooter and a car.

The arrested are: Sonu Man-
dal, 23; Shubham Prasad, 21; 
Shivam Sahu, 20; Abhay Ghosh, 
20; Sameer Suna, 20; M Jaga-
dishwar Rao, 19; Naresh Bag, 
25; Dheeraj Gadua, 19; Joges-
hwar Chand, 24; and Abhiraj 
Sa, 19. Police also detained two 
minors.

Authorities said the gang 
was linked to cyber fraud net-

works in Bihar, Rajasthan, 
and Jharkhand. The suspects 
allegedly lured victims by 
promising money through on-
line gaming. The fraudsters 
would open dummy bank ac-
counts and issue duplicate SIM 
cards by using the documents 
of some innocent people. The 
documents including Aadhaar 
card, mobile number, duplicate 
SIM cards and photos to the cy-
ber fraud branches of the fraud-
sters in other states, where 
stolen funds were withdrawn 
from ATMs in Jharsuguda 
and re-deposited into prepared 
accounts before the cash being 
siphoned off.

Police registered a case 
(577/2025) at Town Police Sta-
tion. The accused have been 
produced in court, including 
the two minors.

Raghavendra said further 
arrests are likely as the in-
vestigation expands beyond 
Jharsuguda.

Cyber fraud gang 
busted; 10 held

POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput , Nov 18: A new chapter in Koraput’s 
tourism development began with the inauguration 
of Putsil Eco Retreat in Semiliguda block. The ini-
tiative, launched by the state government, aims to 
position Koraput as one of the state’s most attractive 
nature-based tourist destinations.

District Collector Manoj Satyawan Mahajan ex-
pressed his satisfaction over the launch and highlight-
ed the government’s commitment to strengthening 
tourism infrastructure in the region. He stated that 
Koraput, with its unmatched landscape, rich biodiver-
sity, and pleasant climate, has immense potential to 
draw national and international travelers.

“The Eco Retreat at Putsil will not only attract 
tourists but will also give them an opportunity to ex-
perience the untouched natural beauty of Koraput. 

This initiative marks 
the beginning of sev-
eral efforts aimed at 
promoting sustainable 
tourism in the district,” 
the Collector said.

The Putsil area, al-
ready popular for its 
scenic valleys, sun-
rise points, and hilltop 

views, is expected to see a signifi cant rise in footfall 
with the arrival of luxury tent accommodations, 
guided nature experiences, adventure activities, and 
curated local cultural events. Offi cials believe this 
will create new livelihood opportunities for local com-
munities, especially in hospitality, handicrafts, and 
transport services.

The Eco Retreat is part of the state’s broader vision 
to develop eco-friendly tourism hubs across Odisha 
while preserving the environment. With this launch, 
Koraput hopes to secure a stronger place on the tour-
ism map and offer visitors a memorable blend of na-
ture, adventure, and cultural heritage.

Koraput takes big 
step in Eco-Tourism

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, Nov 18: A local court 
here Tuesday sentenced fi ve mem-
bers of a family to life imprison-
ment after convicting them of kill-
ing a man 11 years ago.

The convicts were identifi ed as P 
Suriya Rao, P Shankar Rao, P Sri-
nu, P Trinath Rao and P Satyam of 
Budurabalsa area in the town. The 
victim was identifi ed as K Appala-
narayana of the locality. 

District and Sessions Judge Sa-
tyanarayan Sarangi also slapped 
a penalty of Rs 10,000 on each con-
vict. In case of non-payment, they 
will serve an additional one year 
in jail, the judge observed while 

delivering the order.
According to the case records, 

the accused allegedly launched 
an organised attack on K Appa-
lanarayana August 9, 2014. When 
Gauribabu, an eyewitness, attempt-
ed to intervene, Suriya Rao alleged-
ly attacked him as well, leaving 
him injured. As locals rushed to 

the spot, the accused fl ed the scene.
Residents admitted both Ap-

palanarayana and Gauribabu to 
the district headquarters hospital 
in Rayagada. Because of Appala-
narayana’s critical condition, he 
was shifted to a hospital in Viz-
ianagaram, where he succumbed 
during treatment.

The victim’s brother, A Ravana, 
stated in his complaint that the 
attack stemmed from a dispute 
related to the Majhighariani Puja 
and an ensuing fair in the locality.

Rayagada police registered a 
case-161/2014 and arrested all fi ve 
accused after investigation. Gov-
ernment advocate Bikram Kumar 
Kundu prosecuted the case.

Five of family get life term for murder

Manhunt on for fugitive sand mafia

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargarh, Nov 18: Sushil Ku-
mar Meher will play Kansa 
Maharaj in the Bargarh Dha-
nu Jatra, which is scheduled to 
begin December 24 here. Meher 
is a native of Chichinda village 
under Bheden block. Artistes 
for major roles were selected 
and announced Tuesday. The 

announce-
ment was 
made by 
ADM Ma-
hendra Mo-
hapatra, 
who’s also 
the vice 
president 
of the Dha-
nu Jatra 
Mahotsav 
Committee, 
at a press-
er. Similar-
ly, Prabhas 
Kumar 

Tripathy will enact the role of 
Mushtika, Himanshu Sahu as 
Chanura, Artatrana Mohapatra 
as Ugrasena, Kamaraj Bhoi as 
Narada, Manoj Sahu as Basude-
ba, Jagannath Sahu as Akrura, 
and Mugdha Das as Devaki.

Sushil Meher to 
be the new Kansa 



P
rime Minister Nar-
endra Modi was on 
a two-day visit to the 
Himalayan kingdom 

of Bhutan. This was a short 
visit with long-term objec-
tives. Bhutan is strategically 
critical for India as a buffer 
against China. 

The key highlight of the 
visit was the inauguration of 
1020MW Punatsangchhu-II 
Hydro Electric project. Both 
countries agreed to resume 
work on the Punatsangchhu-I 
and complete it soon. They wel-
comed the electricity export 
from Punatsangchhu to India. 
Bhutan gratefully acknowl-
edged India’s contribution of 
INR 40b for the energy projects.

Having done the ceremonial 
parts, Modi, as usual, got down 
to business. He promised con-
tinued support for Bhutan’s 
economic growth and sustain-
ability. He especially, declared 
support for Bhutan’s 13th fi ve-
year plan with economic stim-
ulus programme that marked 
India’s commitment to helping 
Bhutan secure key develop-
ment priorities and promote 
sustainable growth across 
sectors. He also expressed 
support for King Wangchuk’s 
noble vision for the Gelephu 
Mindfullness City.

Modi confi rmed that such 
projects align with India’s Act-
East Policy. Modi announced 
that immigration check post at 
Hathisar in Assam will be set 
up to facilitate easy movement 
of investors and visitors to this 
promising project at Gelephu. 
The King appreciated India’s 
liberal assistance in building 
Gyalung academics. Bhutan 
acknowledged the consecra-
tion of the Royal Bhutan Tem-
ple in Rajgir, Bihar and India’s 
decision to allocate land in Va-
ranasi for Bhutanese temple 
and guest house.

According to the Indian del-
egation, accompanying Modi, 
the phase-II of UPI will allow 
Bhutanese travelers to make 
payments in India by using 

local mobile apps by scanning 
the QR codes. Three MoUs 
were signed during the visit: 
First was on cooperation in re-
newable energy, second coop-
eration in health and medicine 
and third, institutional link-
ages between the Pema Secre-
tariat, Bhutan and National 
Institute of Mental Health and 
Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS), 
India. MoUs for two railway 
links, one, from Gelephu to 
Kokrajhar and second, from 
Samtse, Bhutan to Banarhart, 
West Bengal signed in Septem-
ber this year were reviewed. 
Also, cooperation in Fertilizer, 
STEM, Fintech and Space was 
also reviewed.

India-Bhutan relations have 
been marked by historical 
depth and enduring friend-
ship. It started with the Fourth 
King Jigme Singye Wangchuk 
ascending the thrown at the 
age of 16 in 1972. Following 
his father’s policy of close 
ties with India, he planned 
his country’s economy on 
the Indian model of Planning 
Commission. He constituted 
the Planning Commission for 
framing Five-Year Plans. With 
Indian support, he designed 
the First Five-Year Plan after 

taking over the reins of the 
country. He aligned Bhutan’s 
currency (Ngultrum) with In-
dian Rupee in 1974 to facilitate 
bilateral trade and fi nancial 
integration.

On diplomatic sector, he 
aligned his foreign policy 
with India’s; for all external 
initiatives he kept India in-
formed. Bhutan joined UN in 
1971 and SAARC in 1985 as a 
Founding Member. Bhutan 
conducted border dialogues 
with China in consultant 
with Indian leadership. This 
process was followed on the 
basis of India-Bhutan Treaty 
(1949) which provided that 
Bhutan would be ‘guided by 
India’ in mutual cooperation 
and sovereign equality. How-
ever, this treaty was replaced 
by India-Bhutan Friendship 
Treaty (2007). On security, 
India supported Bhutan in 
eliminating insurgent camps 
from Bhutanese soil in a spe-
cial project called Operation 
All Clear (2003).

On economic relations, 
hydropower cooperation has 
been the backbone of Bhuta-
nese economy. With India’s 
support consisting of a grant-
loan model (60:40), these proj-

ects became the bedrock of 
Bhutan’s export revenue and 
India’s clean energy import. 
In this visit under discussion, 
Prime Minister deepened the 
hydropower cooperation. Mo-
di announced 4,000 crore INR 
on concessional credit line for 
energy projects. He reaffi rmed 
another 10,000 crore INR assis-
tance for Bhutan’s 13th Five-
Year Plan for development 
across multiple sectors that in-
clude infrastructure, agricul-
ture, fi nance, and healthcare.

The cultural ties have been 
a signifi cant component of In-
dia-Bhutan bilateral relations. 
Bhutan has rich Buddhist her-
itage. Another rich legacy of 
the Fourth King is the concept 
of Gross National Happiness 
(GNH) which is recognised 
globally as a commendable 
philosophy. 

Bhutan visit by Indian 
Prime Minister holds a criti-
cal security dimension. Bhutan 
buffers India and China. While 
Bhutan has intimate ties with 
India, it has territorial disputes 
with China. In 2017, Doklam’s 
standoff highlighted the stra-
tegic importance of Bhutan 
as India militarily intervened 
to prevent China from build-
ing a road in a disputed area 
between China and Bhutan. 
Bhutan allowed Indian troops 
to enter its territory to resist 
Chinese incursions in Doklam. 

The Prime Minister’s visit 
though appears to be a good-
will step, rejuvenated the 
multi-dimensional India-Bhu-
tan partnership. Cooperation 
in hydropower, connectivity, 
innovation, spiritual bonds, 
constitutes a model of mutual 
trust, respect and shared pros-
perity. What is more, Bhutan, 
for its strategic location is 
critical for India; hence the 
importance of maintaining 
the model.

The writer is Professor 
of Practice, NIIS Group 

of Institutions
INFA

T he fi rst murmurings of rebellion against Germany’s Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz are now being heard, just six months after he 
assumed offi ce.  When he took over, Europe came to terms with 

Donald Trump’s return to White House and the fi nancial markets 
in Paris, Milan and Berlin responded with a surge of optimism as 
Merz brokered a historic deal which loosened constitutional spending 
constraints in Germany, EU’s powerhouse nation. The fi scal move, it 
was hoped, would end a prolonged period of economic stagnation and 
counter the challenges posed by the US President’s tariff war.

The worries however are back. The Chancellor’s plan included 
changing Germany’s age-old policy on defence spending, designed 
to prepare the country for a changed era in which the US was no 
longer a dependable ally and a huge 500bn investment was needed in 
infrastructure and the green transition. Last week, the chancellor’s 
team of economic advisers downgraded growth forecasts for 2026 to 
below 1%. This is coupled with the fact that there has been a slump in 
business confi dence. When Merz announced the lifting of Germany’s 
“debt brake”, it was believed that it would not be an instant panacea 
for longstanding problems. It was rightly suggested then that patience 
would be required before the full impact of spending on the country’s 
ailing transport systems is felt. Unfortunately for Merz’s party, the 
patience of the people appears to be wearing thin. A recent survey has 
revealed Merz’s popularity rating is dangerously nosediving.

Such disillusionment is a cause for concern not only for the Chan-
cellor, but also for his centre-right-led coalition government and main-
stream politics as a whole with the Far-Right Alternative for Germany 
party topping the polls. To make matters worse, Germany has found 
itself in a critical situation due to Russia’s war in Ukraine, aggressive 
Chinese competition and Trump’s trade wars. All these have combined 
to damage the export-led model that is key to European prosperity. 
Merz was right with his remedy of a bold and imaginative fi scal policy, 
but with discontent becoming intense, he is already under pressure 
from critics to rein in social spending in the hope of increasing the 
country’s competitiveness.

This would be a great setback for Merz who once earned the reputa-
tion of being a fi scal hawk. His Social Democratic coalition partners 
are also nervous that the Christian Democrat MPs may revolt against 
a proposed pension package. For Germany – and for Europe as a whole 
– the need of the hour is to revive a battered and bruised social model 
as the global economy is shaped to suit a multipolar world. Some feel 
that Mamdani, the new Mayor of New York City, may have shown that 
social welfare policies alone can fi ght against Far-Right politics but 
his Islamist colour could possibly mar that image sooner than later.

Several European countries, including France, Italy and the Neth-
erlands are coming under the sway of Far-Right parties and their 
extreme ideologies. The current German Chancellor made the right 
moves to reverse the trend. He has had a diffi cult fi rst six months in 
offi ce. But as the scale of the challenges facing Europe’s most important 
economy becomes ever clearer, many hope that Germany does not  fall 
prey to Far-Right politics. 
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IN JEST THIS

Good neighbours can keep you safe & happy

Melody maestro

Sir, November 19 marks the birth centenary of Melody maestro 
Salil Chowdhury. His passion for music began in childhood  get-
ting inspiration from  the music of world Music Masters  Bach, 
Mozart and Beethoven. Though he began his career in Bengali 
fi lms Salilda’s mesmerising music transcended languages. He 
composed in around 13 languages of which he carved a niche of 
his own in Hindi and Malayalam music world. His practice of 
studying the scene and situation ,  composing the tune to suit 
the mood and setting  lyrics to it was unique in those days and 
he was a perfect master in that method.  His evergreen Hindi 
numbers even now remain the most listened to songs. Be it the 
songs from Do bheega Zameen, Madhumati, Anand and Rajan-
igandha to name a few has a unique signature style of the great 
music composer. He entered Malayalam industry in 1965 with 
Malayalam classic Chemeen and what followed is history. He re-
defi ned Malayalam fi lm music with a list of hits from the movies 
Rasaleela, Ragam Madanotsavam,  Nellu and many others and 
even today are esteemed as evergreen iconic  numbers .   

M Pradyu, KANNUR

Consider the Divine Life as 
the most important thing 
to obtain.

 
 THE MOTHER POWERING TIES

PM IN BHUTAN

I f you know the names 
of your neighbours and 
have a good relationship 

with them, consider yourself 
lucky. My wife, Malathi, and 
I certainly do. We have such 
a good relationship with our 
neighbours that they don’t 
think twice about coming to 
our door and asking for a fa-
vour. Just the other day, one 
of them asked, “Can you do 
us a big favour and turn your 
stupid music down?”

Actually, we never blast our 
music, so the neighbours have 
no reason to complain about it. 
And even if we played our mu-
sic loudly, they’re the type of 
neighbours who would knock 
on our door merely to compli-
ment our fi ne taste in music.

Jenna (neighbour): “What 
kind of music is that?”

Malathi: “Tamil movie 
songs. Do you like them?”

Jenna: “Yes, I listen to them 
all the time. In my bedroom, in 
my living room, in my bath-
room.”

Malathi: “Really? Do you 
use Youtube or Spotify?”

Jenna: “I use a Windows 
app. Every time I open my 
windows, your music enters 

my home.”
Malathi: “Oh, I’m so sorry. 

I’ll turn it down.”
Jenna: “Thank you. I really 

do like the music, but I occa-
sionally want to hear what my 
husband is saying too.”

Malathi: “Ha ha. I play the 
music loud so I don’t have to 
hear what my husband is say-
ing.”

Jenna: “Ha ha. I’d do the 
same if I were married to 
him.”

Loud music is a common 
trigger of neighbourhood dis-
putes, causing some neigh-
bours in America to actually 
pull a trigger. Thankfully, 
shootings are rare, but feuds 
are not. Neighbours quarrel 
about not just loud music, but 
parking spots on the street, 
unkempt yards, noisy dogs, 
and even the colour of their 
houses.

Considering everything 
that can go wrong in neigh-
bourhood relationships, many 
people are content just living 
peacefully with their neigh-
bours, even if they never speak 
to each other. The relationship 
can be summed up like this: 
“You mind your business and 

I’ll mind mine.”
But it’s far better to be 

friendly with your neighbours, 
as French designer Julia 
Chaigneau would undoubtedly 
tell you. “For most of my life, 
I never knew my neighbours’ 
names,” she shared in a recent 
post on X. “My parents didn’t 
either. In Europe, neighbours 
are just people who exist in the 
background. You might say hi 
in the hallway, but that’s it.”

Last year, she moved to 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, and was 
surprised when, on her very 
fi rst day in her new apart-
ment, someone knocked on 
her door.

“It was the neighbour from 
the apartment in front of us, 
asking if we needed any help 
or even food while we settled 
in,” she wrote. “I remem-
ber standing there, a little 
shocked. I had never experi-
enced that before. Since then, 
we’ve celebrated festivals 
together, exchanged food, 
planned safaris, all these small 
things that somehow make ev-
eryday life feel more full.”

I’m not sure what “planned 
safaris” means, but if 
Chaigneau is going (or plan-

ning to go) on a safari with 
her neighbour, they must have 
really hit it off. The closest I’ve 
come to taking a trip with my 
neighbour is walking to the 
mailbox at the same time.

Having a good relationship 
with your neighbours can 
make a big difference in your 
well-being.

“Living in India complete-
ly changed my perspective 
on neighbours,” Chaigneau 
wrote. “They’re not just peo-
ple next door. They’re the 
ones closest to you. The ones 
who will notice if something 
is wrong. The ones who will 
open their door in case of an 
emergency. Knowing that 
they’re there is one of the 
most comforting feelings. It 
feels like having a family and 
a support system you didn’t 
even expect.”

If you don’t know your 
neighbours, I’d advise you to 
make an effort to get to know 
them. Just knock on their 
door, smile and say, “Hello. 
I’m your neighbour. Would 
you like to go on a safari with 
me?”

It helps if you speak with a 
French accent.

 The cultural ties have been a signifi cant 
component of India-Bhutan bilateral 

relations. Bhutan has rich Buddhist heritage. 
Another rich legacy of the Fourth King is 
the concept of Gross National Happiness 
(GNH) which is recognised globally as a 

commendable philosophy

THE PHASE-II 
OF UPI WILL 

ALLOW 
BHUTANESE 
TRAVELERS 

TO MAKE 
PAYMENTS 
IN INDIA BY 

USING LOCAL 
MOBILE APPS BY 

SCANNING THE 
QR CODES

DK Giri

NEIGHBOURS 
QUARREL ABOUT 

NOT JUST LOUD 
MUSIC, BUT 

PARKING SPOTS 
ON THE STREET, 

UNKEMPT YARDS, 
NOISY DOGS, 

AND EVEN THE 
COLOUR OF THEIR 

HOUSES

Melvin Durai

WISDOM CORNER
We cannot teach people anything; we can only help them 
discover it within themselves.
  
 GALILEO GALILEI

I feel it is unnatural and immoral to try to teach science to 
children in a foreign language They will know facts, but they 
will miss the spirit.  
 C V RAMAN

I can calculate the motion of heavenly bodies, but not the 
madness of people.
 ISAAC NEWTON

 
1794: During his tenure as the fi rst chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, 
John Jay negotiated the Jay Treaty with Great Britain, helping mend ties 
between the Americans and British.

1863: U.S. President Abraham Lincoln delivered the brief but renowned 
Gettysburg Address at the dedication of the National Cemetery in 
Pennsylvania during the American Civil War.

1917: Former Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, the only woman Prime 
Minister the country ever has, was born.

1962: American actress Jodie Foster, who was best known for her 
dramatic portrayals of misfi t characters set against intimidating 
challenges, was born.

1969: Brazilian football (soccer) player Pelé scored his 1,000th career goal.

1975: The dramatic fi lm One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest was released 
in American theatres, and it became the fi rst fi lm since It Happened One 
Night (1934) to win the Academy Awards for best picture, director (Miloš 
Forman), lead actor (Jack Nicholson), lead actress (Louise Fletcher), and 
screenplay.

1977: After the Arab-Israeli war of 1973–74, Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat began to work toward peace, and on this day in 1977 he began 
his historic visit to Israel, during which he offered a peace plan to its 
parliament.

1990: The pop duo Milli Vanilli became the fi rst performers to be stripped 
of a Grammy Award (for best new artist) after it was revealed that the two 
men had not sung on the album Girl You Know It's True (1989).
1977: After the Arab-Israeli war of 1973–74, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 
began to work toward peace, and on this day in 1977 he began his historic 
visit to Israel, during which he offered a peace plan to its parliament.

New Delhi in a fi x

Sir, The presence of Sheikh Hasina, who was sentenced 
to death by a Bangaladeshi court, on Indian soil places 
New Delhi in a sensitive bind. Bangladesh has formally 
demanded her extradition, yet India’s bilateral treaty 
allows refusal if offences appear political or if fair-trial 
concerns exist. Extraditing her risks global criticism 
and tremendous political fallout if she is executed. 
Offering asylum, on the other hand, could be viewed 
by Dhaka as direct interference, weakening bilateral 
trust and complicating regional stability. India’s most 
pragmatic path lies between these extremes: avoiding 
any hasty decision, engaging Dhaka diplomatically, 
and seeking assurances that due process and humane 
treatment will be upheld. This calibrated stance allows 
India to protect its moral credibility, avoid destabilising 
South Asia, and maintain strategic infl uence without 
appearing partisan in Bangladesh’s internal confl ict. 

RS Narula, PATIALA

KIDS’ VIEWS ON SCHOOL

A little girl had just fi nished 
her fi rst week of school. “I’m 

wasting my time,” she said to her 
mother. “I can’t read, I can’t write - 
and they won’t let me talk!”
**** On the way home from the 
fi rst day of school, the father asked 
his son, “What did you do at school 
today?” The little boy shrugged his 
shoulders and said, “Nothing.”.
Hoping to draw his son into 

conversation, 
the father persisted and said, “Well, 
did you learn about any numbers, 
study certain letters, or maybe a 
particular colour?”
The perplexed child looked at his 
father and said, “Daddy, didn’t 
you go to school when you were a 
little boy?”

 FOCUS
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Kolkata, Nov 18: Residents of 
several fi re-hit slums in Kolk-
ata, from Topsia’s Majdoorpa-
ra to the makeshift settlements 
under New Alipore’s Durgapur 
bridge, are gripped by mounting 
anxiety as identity documents 
lost in recent blazes now threat-
en their exclusion in the ongo-
ing Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

Across these pockets, the fear 
is the same: without Aadhaar, 
voter cards or PAN cards, ma-
ny worry they may be marked 
as “non-existent” on the rolls 
in this year’s verifi cation ex-
ercise. For hundreds who have 
constructed makeshift homes 
with tarpaulin sheets, tin plates 
or whatever remained after the 
fi re incidents, the loss of iden-
tity documents is proving far 
harder a hit than that of the 
homes themselves.

Binapani Mondal sat outside 
the skeletal frame of her rebuilt 
hut at Pagladanga, still haunt-
ed by the April blaze that tore 
through their canal-side settle-
ment. Her biggest fear concerns 
her elder son Rajesh, who works 
at a grill factory in Gujarat. His 
Aadhaar, voter ID and PAN 

card were all reduced to ashes 
that night.

“I managed to get back my 
own papers, but his are gone. 
What if they say he is not from 
here? What if they throw him 
out?” Mondal told a news chan-
nel, her voice breaking as BLOs 
continue to visit the locality 
with forms, lists and verifi ca-
tion sheets.

Swapna spent weeks navigat-
ing government offi ces, return-
ing multiple times for biomet-
rics, photographs and affi davits. 
But because Rajesh works out-
side the state, his reapplications 
remain pending.

“He will come in December, 
but what if that is too late?” she 
said. The dread is not confi ned 
to just one neighbourhood.

Under the Durgapur bridge in 
New Alipore, a cluster of fami-
lies who lost their homes in a 
fi re in December last year have 
similar worries. Baby Das lives 
in a makeshift shelter where a 
tin roof is held down by bricks 
to prevent it from blowing away 
in the winds.

“My Aadhaar is reissued. But 
my voter card is still pending. I 
am very scared,” she said.

Her husband Bikash had 
managed to save his documents 

by rushing inside their burning 
hut moments before it collapsed, 
but Baby’s documents, kept sep-
arately, could not be retrieved.

“What if they separate us? 
What if they say she has no pa-
pers?” he asked, echoing con-
cerns that have now become 
a daily conversation in these 
settlements. In Topsia’s Maj-
doorpara, where a fi re levelled 
a row of huts, the situation is 
similar. Some residents were 
able to salvage a few documents, 
while most, caught in the sud-
den blaze, could not.

“I grabbed one bag, Aadhaar, 
voter card, PAN, and ran,” 
Ayesha Khatun said.

Standing beside her, anoth-
er woman said, “She saved 
hers. But what about those 
who couldn’t?” Many refused 
to speak openly, wary of the 
implications as the SIR teams 
are moving door to door. Even 
those who have managed partial 
restorations remain anxious. Ta-
run Haldar, who has received 
his reissued Aadhaar and vot-
er cards, now worries for his 
daughter Minta. Her Aadhaar 
is still pending, and her voter 
card application is incomplete.

Calling from Delhi, where she 
is staying with her young child, 
Minta said, “My voter card is 
still not done. I will return in the 
fi rst week of December. First 
thing I will do is apply again. I 
just hope it is not too late.”

Local municipal councillor 
Jiban Saha said compensation 
for burnt homes is being pro-
cessed under municipal norms.

“And for those whose Aad-
haar or voter cards were de-
stroyed, we are coordinating 
with offi cials so that the SIR 
process does not cause them 
any hardship,” he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, Nov 18: Citing serious 
concerns over noise pollution af-
fecting wildlife, the Sawai Mad-
hopur district administration 
in Rajasthan has imposed strict 
curbs on the use of loudspeak-
ers, DJ systems and laser lights 
around the Ranthambore Tiger 
Reserve.

Issuing a formal order in this 
regard, District Magistrate Kana 
Ram said excessive sound gen-
erated during weddings, parties, 

and other events in villages and 
commercial establishments near 
the national park was “adversely 
impacting wildlife living in the 
forest area”, violating the pre-
scribed silence-zone limit.

According to the order is-
sued earlier this month, the 
use of loudspeakers, DJs and 
sound-amplifying devices has 
been completely prohibited 
within a 1 km radius of the tiger 
reserve between 10 pm and 6 am. 
Between 6 am and 10 pm, such 
equipment may only be used 

within the permissible noise lim-
its. The administration has also 
banned the use of laser lights 
in the 1 km zone without prior 
permission.

“Ranthambore is home to 

several rare species. To protect 
their existence, it is necessary to 
keep this area safe. Loud sound 
from DJ systems and amplifi ers 
in nearby villages and hotels is 
harmful to wildlife,” Kana Ram 

said in the order.
The district administration 

invoked powers under the Envi-
ronment (Protection) Act, 1986, 
the Noise Pollution (Regulation 
and Control) Rules, 2000, and the 
Rajasthan Noise Control Act, 
1963, to enforce the restrictions.

The order warns that viola-
tions will lead to seizure of sound 
systems or laser equipment and 
legal action against venue own-
ers and operators.

Police and sub-divisional mag-
istrates have been directed to en-
sure strict compliance.

The directive follows author-
ities trying to minimise distur-
bances in and around the Ran-
thambore reserve, one of India’s 
most important tiger habitats, 
where conservationists have re-
peatedly raised concerns about 
rising noise pollution from tour-
ism and commercial activities.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, Nov 18: An inland port 
will be developed in Rajasthan’s 
Jalore district that will link the 
state directly with the Arabian 
Sea via Kandla Port in Gujarat, 
Rajasthan Water Resources Min-
ister Suresh Rawat said Tuesday.

The project, which will be 
developed by the Centre with 
support of the Rajasthan govern-
ment, is expected to boost trade, 
industrial development, and lo-
gistics connectivity in the state.

The inland port will be devel-
oped along a 262-kilometre wa-
terway, connecting Jalore with 
the Gulf of Kutch. The initiative 
involves dredging costs of over 
`10,000 crore and aims to facil-
itate cargo movement while 

reducing pressure on roads and 
railways.

The Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT) Madras has sub-
mitted the draft of the Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) for the 
inland port.

The report is being studied by 
Rajasthan government offi cials.

Following fi eld visits, the 
state will provide comments 
on the draft, after which a fi nal 
DPR will be prepared. Based on 
the fi nal report, the project will 
move forward.

Rajasthan is expected to pro-
vide about 14 km of land for the 
development of the port.

“The inland port will open 
new avenues for industries in 
Jalore, Barmer, and surrounding 
regions, including textiles, stone, 

agricultural products, oilseeds, 
guar, pulses, and millet,” Rawat 
said.

He said the ongoing HPCL-Ra-
jasthan oil refi nery projects in 
Pachpadra (Balotra) will also 
benefi t from faster and cost-ef-
fective transport.

The inland port will link the 
Jawai-Luni-Run of Kutch river 
system, which has already been 
declared National Waterway-48 
by the Government of India.

An offi cial said after the proj-
ect is completed, the port will 
be operated by the state govern-
ment.

The connectivity is expected to 
encourage the establishment of 
new industries, warehouses, cold 
storage facilities and industrial 
clusters in the state.

A pre-feasibility report indi-
cates that the project could gen-
erate over 50,000 employment 
opportunities in Rajasthan, Gu-
jarat and nearby areas.

Direct maritime connectivity 
is expected to attract investors 
and further industrial develop-
ment.

An MoU was signed in Mum-
bai between the Rajasthan River 
Basin and Water Resources Plan-
ning Authority and the Inland 
Waterways Authority of India 
last month.

IDENTITY DOCUMENTS TURN TO ASHES

Kolkata’s fi re-ravaged slum
residents fear SIR fallout

Inland port to be developed at Jalore

People take part in country boats rowing competition in the Hooghly river, in Nadia, West Bengal  PTI PHOTO

Ranthambore tightens curbs on loudspeakers, DJs
The directive follows authorities trying to minimise 

disturbances in and around the Ranthambore reserve, 
one of India’s most important tiger habitats, where 
conservationists have repeatedly raised concerns 

about rising noise pollution from tourism and 
commercial activities

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Jaipur, Nov 18: Rajasthan 
Chief Minister Bhajanlal Shar-
ma Tuesday extended his heart-
felt greetings to the people of the 
state on the 298th Foundation 
Day of Jaipur, celebrating the 
rich legacy, architectural bril-
liance and cultural grandeur of 
the Pink City. 

“Heartfelt congratulations to 
all the residents of the state on 
the Foundation Day of the Pink 
City Jaipur, world-famous for its 
cultural heritage enriched with 
traditions, land of valor, and 
unique architecture!” he said 
in his message. 

Deputy Chief Minister Di-
ya Kumari also shared warm 
wishes, calling Jaipur a shin-
ing example of timeless heritage 
meeting modern growth. “Heart-
iest greetings on the foundation 
day of the ‘Pink City’ Jaipur, a 

wonderful confl uence of tradi-
tional heritage and modernity, 
established by Maharaja Sawai 
Jai Singh Ji II,” she said. 

Jaipur turned 298 this year 
Tuesday. The city was founded 
November 18, 1727, by Maharaja 
Sawai Jai Singh II, who laid its 
foundation at the Ishaan Kon 
near Gangapol Gate, following 
Vaastu principles based on the 
nine planets. Jaipur was one 

of the earliest planned cities in 
India, designed with precision, 
security, and an extraordinary 
understanding of engineering 
and astronomy.

The walled city is guarded by 
ten historic gates -- Gangapol, 
Joravarsingh, Surajpol, Ghat-
gate, Sanganeri, New Gate, 
Ajmeri, Chandpol, Samrat Gate, 
and Galtagate -- each positioned 
strategically to maintain surveil-

lance and regulate entry from all 
directions. Jaipur’s unique iden-
tity is often described as a blend 
of mantra, tantra, and yantra. 
Known as ‘Chhoti Kashi’, the old 
city houses hundreds of temples.

Jaipur’s robust urban plan-
ning, dating back nearly three 
centuries, ensures quick drain-
age and minimal waterlogging 
even during heavy rainfall. 

JAIPUR 
FOUNDATION DAY
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Kolkata, Nov 18: Around 100 
teaching job aspirants, who 
are among those who lost their 
employment after a Supreme 
Court order, Tuesday took to 
the streets near the state educa-
tion department headquarters 
for the second day, protesting 
non-inclusion of their names in 
the list of interviewees.

The School Service Commis-
sion held a recruitment exam-
ination September 14 after the 
Supreme Court invalidated 
SSC’s 2016 panel in April, an-
nulling the jobs of nearly 26,000 
teaching and non-teaching staff 
in state-run and -aided institu-
tions after fi nding that the se-
lection process was tainted.

The SSC November 15 pub-
lished a list of 20,500 candi-
dates who would be inter-
viewed to fi ll up vacancies for 
classes 11 and 12 in state-run 
state-aided schools.

One of the protestors, ‘De-
serving Teachers Rights Fo-
rum’ spokesperson Chinmoy 
Mondal, led the rally from 
Karunamoyee bus stand to the 
education department head-
quarters Bikash Bhavan in Salt 
Lake, where they were stopped 
and taken away by the police in 
vehicles. 

Mondal, who was among the 
‘untainted’ teachers of the 2016 
SSC panel and allowed to sit for 
the recruitment test, had qual-
ifi ed in the written exam, but 
his name did not fi gure in the 
list of 20,500 candidates called 
for interview.

‘Untainted’ candidates are 
those whose involvement in 
the irregularities in the 2016 
recruitment process was not 
proved.

“What will we do now? The 
chief minister had assured the 
untainted teachers not to lose 
heart. She had talked about Plan 
A, B or C for the teachers who 
got jobs by merit in the 2016 SSC 
test. She said the government 
will do the needful. We came to 
meet the education minister or 
a senior offi cial of the depart-
ment. But the police are taking 
us away,” Mondal said.

SSC exam candidates 
take out rally for 2nd day

Jaipur was one 
of the earliest 

planned cities in 
India, designed with 
precision, security, 

and an extraordinary 
understanding of 
engineering and 

astronomy

PINK CITY TURNS 298



The problem 
of space 
missions is 

that there is no 
one right answer. 
You can do it in 
10 different ways. 
What I can do is verify the ro-
bustness of what we are doing. 
That activity is happening

SHUBHANSHU SHUKLA | ASTRONAUT

On this 
very day, 
the Hon’ble 

Union Home 
Minister Sri @
AmitShah Ji has 
granted the re-
quired sanction under Section 
208 of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) to 
proceed against 
the accused linked to 
Zubeen’s death in Singapore

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER
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UIDAI MULLS AADHAAR 
WITH PHOTO, QR CODE
The Unique Identifi cation Authority of 
India is mulling issuing an Aadhaar card 
with the holder's photo and a QR code to 
prevent misuse of individuals' data and 
discourage offl ine verifi cation practices, 
which are in contravention of the present 
law, a top offi cial said Tuesday

Tamil Nadu has recorded a 
bumper harvest this year and 
in view of the Northeast Mon-
soon, I am making the follow-
ing urgent requests to you. I 
hope you will consider them 
favourably ahead of your visit 
to Coimbatore (Nov 19)
M K STALIN  | TAMIL NADU CM

Threats to 
national 
unity may 

arise from both 
external and 
internal forces, 
and it is the duty 
of every citizen to uphold the 
integrity of the country

CH VIJAYASHANKAR  |  MEGHALAYA GUV

EC summons
Punjab DGP 
New Delhi: The Election 
Commission has summoned 
Punjab DGP Gaurav Yadav here 
November 25 over complaints 
against Tarn Taran SSP during 
the recent assembly bypoll, 
offi cials said Tuesday.  The EC 
had ordered the suspension of 
Senior Superintendent of Police 
Ravjot Kaur Grewal, following 
complaints by opposition Akali 
Dal leader Sukhbir Singh Badal.

Toll in stone quarry 
collapse mounts to 7
Sonbhadra (UP): The 
death toll in the stone 
quarry collapse in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Sonbhadra district 
has climbed to seven with 
another body being recovered 
from the rubble, offi cials 
said Tuesday The rescue 
operations are now over, they 
said.  According to the district 
administration, the seventh 
body has been identifi ed as 
that of Gulab Kharwar (32), 
a resident of Obra police 
station area of Sonbhadra. 

Fire breaks out at 
Visva Bharati campus
Kolkata: A fi re broke out at 
the Bhasa Bhavan building 
on the Visva Bharati campus 
in Santiniketan Tuesday, 
fi re brigade sources said. 
There was no report of any 
injury in the fi re, they said. A 
spokesperson of the central 
university said sparks were 
detected in one AC machine 
installed in the external part 
of the building on the fi rst 
fl oor “long before the classes 
began and was attended 
immediately by the 
trained security personnel 
in a few minutes.”

Pollution: Residents, 
students stage protest 
New Delhi: Hundreds of 
Delhiites, including students 
from JNU, Delhi University 
and Jamia Millia Islamia, 
staged a protest at Jantar 
Mantar Tuesday demanding 
immediate action to 
improve the national 
capital’s air quality.  

Mizoram announces
4 per cent hike in DA
Aizawl: The Mizoram 
government has decided 
to enhance the dearness 
allowance (DA) for 
government employees by 
4 per cent with effect from 
November 1, a senior offi cial 
said Tuesday.  The decision 
was taken at a meeting of the 
council of ministers, 
chaired by Chief Minister 
Lalduhoma, he said. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Nov 18: The Su-
preme Court Tuesday voiced 
concern over a news report 
that claimed that every eight 
minutes, a child goes missing 
in the country, and described 
it as a serious issue.

A bench of Justices B V Naga-
rathna and R Mahadevan said 
the adoption process in the 
country is complicated and 
asked the Centre to streamline 
the mechanism.

“I have read in a newspaper 
that every eight minutes, a child 
goes missing in the country. I 
don’t know if this is true or not. 
But this is a serious issue,” Jus-
tice Nagarathna observed orally.

The top court remarked that 
as the adoption process is rig-
orous, it is bound to be fl outed 
and people go for illegal means 
to have children.

During the hearing, Addi-

tional Solicitor General Aish-
warya Bhati, appearing for 
the Centre, sought six weeks 
time for appointing a nodal of-
fi cer to handle cases of missing 
children.

The apex court, however, 
refused to grant six weeks and 
asked the ASG to complete the 
process by December 9.

On October 14, the bench had 
directed the Union government 
to instruct all States and Union 
territories to depute a nodal of-
fi cer to handle cases of missing 
children and to provide their 
names and contact details for 
publication on the Mission 
Vatsalya portal operated by the 

Ministry of Women and Child 
Development.

It had directed that whenever 
a complaint regarding a miss-
ing child is received on the por-
tal, the information should be 
simultaneously shared with the 
respective nodal offi cers.

The top court had earlier 

asked the Centre to create a 
dedicated online portal under 
the aegis of the home ministry 
to trace missing children and 
investigate such cases.

It had underlined the lack of 
coordination among police au-
thorities entrusted with the job 
of tracing missing children in 

States and Union territories in 
the country.

The court had said the portal 
could have a dedicated offi cer 
from each state who could be 
the in-charge of missing com-
plaints besides disseminate 
information.

NGO Guria Swayam Sevi 
Sansthan had moved the top 
court and highlighted unre-
solved cases of kidnapping or 
missing children besides the 
actions required to be taken 
on the basis of information 
available with the Khoya/Paya 
portal monitored by the govern-
ment of India.

The petition illustrated its 
argument with fi ve cases regis-
tered in Uttar Pradesh last year 
in which minor boys and girls 
were kidnapped and traffi cked 
through a network of middle-
men to states like Jharkhand, 
Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan.

I have read in a 
newspaper that every 
eight minutes, a child 

goes missing in the country. I 
don’t know if this is true or not. 
But this is a serious issue

 JUSTICE NAGARATHNA

SC fl ags alarming missing children report
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New Delhi, Nov 18: Multiple 
courts in Delhi — Saket, Dwar-
ka and Patiala House — along 
with two CRPF-run schools, 
received bomb threats Tuesday 
morning, prompting large-scale 
security checks across the na-
tional capital, offi cials said.

Police said an email sent in 
the name of a terror module 
claimed that explosives had 
been planted on court premises 
early morning. Several teams of 
bomb disposal squad, dog squad, 
and offi cers from the local police 
station were deployed to sweep 
the district court complexes.

“So far, nothing suspicious 
was found during the checks,” 
said a police source, adding 
that the email from which the 
message was received is under 
surveillance to determine its 
origin. Around the same time, 
an unidentifi ed man called the 
Police Control Room (PCR), 
claiming that bombs had been 
placed inside CRPF schools in 
Prashant Vihar and Dwarka 
and he needed help from police.

The threat triggered a simi-
lar response in this case, too, 
and teams were dispatched to 
the locations and schools were 
evacuated. “We thoroughly in-
spected the schools, and noth-
ing suspicious was found. The 
threat was declared a hoax,” a 
Delhi Fire Services offi cial said.

There was an annual func-
tion scheduled in the evening 
at the Prashant Vihar school.

A police offi cer said the call-
er's phone switched off soon 
after the threat call and no 
one was found at his address. 
Efforts are underway to trace 
him. Earlier, Dhir Singh Kasa-
na, former secretary of the 
Saket Court Bar Association, 
said that court proceedings had 
stopped for about two hours but 
resumed after lunch.

Multiple courts, two 
CRPF schools hit by 
hoax bomb threats

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pathanamthitta(Kerala), 
Nov 18: A 58-year-old woman 
collapsed and died while wait-
ing in queue for darshan at the 
Lord Ayyappa shrine in Sabari-
mala Tuesday, sources in the 
district administration said.

Travancore Devaswom 
Board (TDB) president K Jay-
akumar told reporters that 
the woman's body would be 
transported back to her native 
place in an ambulance at the 
the TDB's expense.

The deceased woman is from 
Koyilandy in Kozhikode dis-
trict, offi cials said.  Meanwhile, 
a bus carrying around 33 pil-
grims, including children, from 
Karnataka overturned near 
Erumely in Kottayam district 
while on the way to Sabarima-
la, police said.

Three of the passengers suf-
fered minor scrapes and bruis-
es and were discharged after 
treatment, they said.

The accident occurred as the 
driver was overtaking another 
vehicle from the right side on 
a downward slope and lost con-
trol, police said.

Meanwhile, as nearly two 
lakh devotees arrived at the 
Lord Ayyappa shrine at Sabari-
mala here Tuesday within 48 
hours of the temple opening for 
the annual ‘mandala-makara-
vilakku’ pilgrimage season, the 
TDB and the police struggled to 
manage the massive fl ow of pil-
grims, including children.

Visuals on TV channels 
showed a massive crowd of 
devotees packed like sardines 
in the small area in front of the 
18 steps that have to be climbed 
to reach the main doors of the 
shrine.

Large crowds of devotees 
packed the pilgrimage route 
from Pamba, the foothills of Sa-
barimala, to the Sannidhanam, 
with many facing hours-long 
delays in climbing the path.

Small children carried on 
top of their parents' shoul-
ders could be seen crying as 
the huge crowd of devotees 
jostled with each other to 
move forward.

Woman collapses, 
dies in Sabarimala 
darshan queue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, Nov 18: RJD president 
Lalu Prasad’s daughter Rohi-
ni Acharya Tuesday slammed 
those who accused her of giv-
ing a “fi lthy kidney” to her 
ailing father and challenged 
them to an open debate with 
her on the issue.

Acharya also asked these 
people to donate their kidneys 
to millions of patients needing 
the organ  “in the name of La-
lu ji”. Following the RJD’s poll 
debacle, Acharya Sunday al-
leged that she has been “sworn 
at” and accused of extracting 
“crores of rupees and a party 
ticket” in exchange for a “fi lthy 
kidney” that she gave to her ail-
ing father. She has also claimed 
that she had been “driven out” 
of her parents’ home by the co-
horts of her younger brother 
Tejashwi Yadav. “Those peo-
ple who want to do something 
in the  name of Lalu Ji should 
stop pretending to show false 
sympathy. They should come 

forward for donating their 
kidneys to those millions of 
poor people who  are counting 
their last breaths in hospitals 
and need kidneys donate their 
kidneys in the name of Lalu Ji,” 
Acharya said in a post on X.

The 47-year-old, who is based 
in Singapore, said, “Those who 
dare to call a married daughter 
who donates a kidney to her fa-
ther wrong should muster the 
guts to have an open debate 
with that daughter on an open 
platform”.

Those who call a daughter’s 
kidney “fi lthy” should be the 
fi rst to start the great act of 
donating kidneys to the needy, 
she said.

Those who say fi lthy kidney, 
debate me: Lalu’s daughter

Devotees visit Sree Padmanabhaswamy temple ahead of the 'Murajapam' festival, in Thiruvananthapuram   PTI PHOTO
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Maredumilli (Andhra 
Pradesh)/Raipur, Nov 18: 
Top Naxal commander Madvi 
Hidma and his wife were among 
the six Maoists killed in an en-
counter with security personnel 
in Andhra Pradesh’s  Alluri Si-
taramaraju district Tuesday, 
police said, describing the de-
velopment as “the last nail in 
the coffi n” of insurgency.

Hidma, who joined the or-
ganisation in the late 1990s as 
a ground-level organiser, mas-
terminded several attacks over 
the last two decades and became 
one of the most wanted Maoists 
after the Tadmetla (Dantewada) 
attack in which 76 security per-
sonnel were killed in 2010. He 
had then assisted another top 
Maoist commander, Papa Rao, 
in executing the strike.  

An expert in guerrilla war-
fare, Hidma was known to car-
ry an AK-47 rifl e, while mem-
bers of his huge unit moved 
with sophisticated weapons. 
His four-layered security ring 
inside the forests reported-
ly made him untraceable for 
years. He had over Rs 1 crore 
bounty on his head at the time 
of his death. A native of Puvarti 
village in Sukma district in Ch-
hattisgarh, Hidma’s age and ap-
pearance remained mysterious 
until his photograph surfaced 
earlier this year. He was ele-
vated to the Maoists’ Central 
Committee last year.

Hidma, 51, also headed the 
Maoists’ People’s Liberation 
Guerrilla Army (PLGA) Bat-
talion No. 1, the strongest mil-
itary formation of the outfi t 
in Dandakaranya and parts 
of Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, 
Telangana, and Maharashtra, 
apart from Bastar, for several 
years, Chhattisgarh offi cials 

said. Alluri Sitaramaraju dis-
trict superintendent of police 
(SP) Amit Bardar said the en-
counter happened between 6.30 
am and 7 am in the forested ar-
ea of Maredumilli mandal.

“This morning, between 6:30 
AM and 7:00 AM, an exchange 
of fi re (EOF) occurred between 
Maoists and the police party in 
the Maredumilli Mandal area. 
During the encounter, six Mao-
ists were neutralised,” Bardar 
said in an offi cial press release.

Two women and four men 
were killed in the exchange of 
fi re, it said, and added that based 
on reliable sources and fi eld ver-
ifi cation, police confi rmed that 
Hidma, his wife Madakam Ra-
je, Deve, Lakmal (Chaitu), Malla 
(Mallalu), and Kamlu (Kamlesh) 
died. Intelligence inputs over the 
past few weeks had indicated in-
creased Maoist movement along 
the Andhra Pradesh–Chhattis-
garh–Odisha border, leading to 
intensifi ed combing operations, 
the release said.

Following the encounter, po-
lice seized two AK-47 rifl es, one 
pistol, one revolver, and a sin-
gle-barreled weapon, a number 
of electrical and non-electrical 
detonators, fuse wire, seven kit 
bags, and others. “Combing op-
erations are continuing in the 
surrounding areas to ensure 
complete sanitisation and pre-
vent further Maoist activity,” 
the press release added. Accord-
ing to the SP, it was a joint op-
eration carried out by various 
wings of the police department.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Andhra Pradesh Intelli-
gence ADGP Mahesh Chandra 
Laddha said Maoists from a 
few battalions were planning 
to shift to Andhra Pradesh due 
to continuous pressure in Ch-
hattisgarh.

Last nail in the coffi n
of insurgency: Police
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New Delhi, Nov 18: Jammu 
and Kashmir Police have recov-
ered a mobile phone of the Red 
Fort suicide bomber, Dr Umar-
un-Nabi, and the extracted data 
has provided chilling evidence 
to show that he had prepared a 
video justifying the suicide at-
tack as a 'martyrdom operation'.

The critical evidence was un-
earthed after the detention and 
subsequent interrogation of Za-
hoor Illahi, brother of Umar who 
was driving the explosive-laden 
car that blasted outside Red Fort 
November 10 killing 15 people, of-
fi cials said Tuesday.

Illahi was picked up by a 
special team formed by Senior 
Superintendent of Police (Sri-
nagar) G V Sundeep Chakra-
varthy as the entire white-col-
lar terror module conspiracy 
began to unravel.

Initially feigning ignorance, 
Illahi eventually cracked under 
sustained questioning and told 
his interrogators that Umar, 
who was in the Kashmir val-
ley between October 26 and 
29, had handed him the mobile 
phone with explicit instruc-
tions to "dump it in water" if 
any news about him surfaced, 

the offi cials said. Illahi subse-
quently led the police team to 
the dumping spot. Though the 
handset was damaged, foren-
sic experts managed to extract 
the vital data, which strongly 
indicates Umar's deep radical-
isation through exposure to vi-
olent extremist content that in-
cluded watching radical videos 
pertaining to suicide bombings 
by the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS) and Al-Qaeda.

Umar had also made various 
videos of himself talking about 
the suicide attack and claimed 
that such acts were one of the 
most praised acts in the reli-
gion. The videos were shot in 
April this year with Umar, the 
28-year-old doctor from Pul-
wama in Kashmir, speaking 
in a heavy accented voice. He 
described suicide bombings as 
"martyrdom operations” and 
asserted that such actions are 
not only permissible but are re-
garded as commendable within 
the context of jihad, they said.

A nearly two-minute-long 
video of Umar also made 
rounds on social media. It 
shows Umar struggling to ar-
ticulate his thoughts clearly, 
often faltering throughout the 
recording, before abruptly con-
cluding it.This video is part of a 
larger collection in which Umar 

is apparently rehearsing his 
statements.

The phone was handed over 
to the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) for further anal-
ysis, offi cials said, adding the 
NIA will take custody of the 
brother soon.

Umar is believed to have 
been the most radicalised and 
key operative in the network, 
which spanned Kashmir, Hary-
ana and Uttar Pradesh.

The critical evidence 
was unearthed after the 

detention and subsequent 
interrogation of Zahoor 
Illahi, brother of Umar 

who was driving the 
explosive-laden car that 

blasted outside 
Red Fort November 10 

killing 15 people

Bomber’s video reveals
‘martyrdom operations’

RED FORT BLAST

TOP MAOIST HIDMA KILLED IN ENCOUNTER 

J&K doctor, wife 
held on charges of 
radicalising women
Srinagar: The counter 
intelligence wing of Jammu 
and Kashmir Police Tuesday 
detained a government doctor 
and his wife for allegedly 
misusing their positions to 
mask unlawful activities 
including radicalising local 
women, offi cials said.  The 
Counter Intelligence Kashmir 
(CIK) conducted coordinated 
searches at four locations 
across the districts of Srinagar, 
Kulgam and Anantnag Tuesday. 
The searches were part of an 
ongoing crackdown against 
social media abusers operating 
in connivance with handlers 
across the border, who have 
been deliberately engaged in 
furthering terrorist, secessionist, 
and separatist agendas, the 
offi cials said.  By leveraging 
their professional status and 
societal standing, the involved 
individuals were allegedly 
using social media platforms 
to spread disinformation, 
radicalize youth, incite violence 
and disturb public order, posing 
a serious threat to the peace 
and sovereignty of the 
Union of India, they added.



The biggest lesson 
in Modi’s rule:
Once you control 
the minds of 
people, you don't 
need to control 
anything else.

People will vote for you despite 
unemployment, infl ation, 
pollution, migration, Covid deaths, 
demonetization... anything!
 @PunsterX
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DELHI’S AIR QUALITY IN
‘VERY POOR’ CATEGORY
The air quality in Delhi stayed in the ‘very 
poor’ category for the fi fth consecutive day 
Tuesday. The pollution rose from the previous 
day's level, with air quality recordings in over 
10 monitoring stations slipping into the 'se-
vere” category, a level known to pose health 
risks even to otherwise healthy people.

Today, 
women 

are making 
the country 
proud with their 
contributions in 
science, sports 
and policy-
making
ANANDIBEN PATEL | 
UP GOVERNOR

Govt cautions 
TV channels
New Delhi: The Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting 
Tuesday issued an advisory to 
all private television channels 
against telecasting visuals 
that could aid, abet or promote 
unlawful activities. The advisory 
comes in the wake of certain 
television channels carrying 
content on making explosives in 
the aftermath of the recent blast 
near the Red Fort in Delhi that 
left several people dead.

Mumbai court frames 
charges against Malik 
Mumbai: A court here Tuesday 
framed charges against 
former Maharashtra minister 
Nawab Malik in a money 
laundering case linked to 
the activities of the Dawood 
Ibrahim gang, paving the 
way for the trial to start. The 
NCP leader, who appeared 
in person before the special 
court for cases against MPs 
and MLAs, pleaded not guilty 
along with other accused. 
Special judge Satyanarayan 
Navander then framed and 
read out the charges against 
the accused. They will be tried 
under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Fans remember Zubeen 
on 53rd birthday
Guwahati: The 53rd birth 
anniversary of Assam's cultural 
icon Zubeen Garg, who died 
September 19 in Singapore, 
was observed across the state 
Tuesday, with several groups 
and political parties organising 
various programmes, including 
blood donation camps, in 
the singer's honour. Garg's 
fans gathered outside his 
Kahilipara residence here 
at midnight to cut a cake 
and placed it before his 
photograph, where his wife 
Garima Saikia Garg and 
sister Palmee Borthakur 
were present. The fans sang 
his popular songs to ring in 
the celebrations, the first 
after his death.

We recog-
nise that 
technology, 

innovation, and 
investment fl ourish 
only when the 
foundations are 
strong. That's why our government 
is accelerating infrastructure at 
unprecedented speed

D K SHIVAKUMAR |  KARNATAKA DY CM

Pickle-
ball game 
welcomes 

people across age 
groups across 
backgrounds. Its 
popularity across 
the world refl ects its universal ap-
peal. Tamil Nadu is a vibrant state 
in sports development and has 
conducted several national and 
international events. I am happy to 
see this initiative takes place for 
the fi rst time in Chennai

UDHAYANIDHI STALIN  | TN DEPUTY CM

Several 
Shinde group 
leaders ap-

proach Fadnavis, 
but he does not 
entertain any of 
them. Fadnavis will 
surely teach them a lesson

AADITYA THACKERAY  |  SENA (UBT) LEADER

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 18: In a major 
upgrade of its passport-related 
system, the government has 
introduced a next-generation  
“e-passport” that combines both 
paper and electronic elements, 
a step that also seeks to detect 
and check forgery, imperson-
ation and other fraudulent acts. 
A senior offi cial of the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) Tues-
day said old legacy passports, 
which have not expired, will 
continue to remain valid till 
2035 or until their expiry.

The MEA recently an-
nounced the successful rollout 
of the upgraded version of its 
fl agship Passport Seva Pro-
gramme (PSP), which includes 
the Passport Seva Programme 

(PSP V2.0), the Global Passport 
Seva Programme (GPSP V2.0), 
and the e-Passport, for citizens 
in India and those who are re-
siding abroad.

The e-passport is a hybrid 
passport that combines both 
paper and electronic elements. 
It features an embedded radio 
frequency identifi cation (RFID) 
chip and an antenna, which 
store and secure the holder's 
data in accordance with Inter-
national Civil Aviation Orga-
nization (ICAO) standards, the 
offi cials said. The passport's 
critical information is print-
ed on its data page as well as 
stored in the chip, thus making 
it harder to forge, they said. 
Pilot testing of the e-passport 
began at Regional Passport Of-
fi ces in Bhubaneswar and Nag-

pur in 2024. After the successful 
pilot launch and requisite certi-
fi cations, subsequently, it was 
rolled out at the remaining Re-
gional Passport Offi ces across 
India in a phased manner and 
completed in May 2025.

“Around 80 lakh e-passports 

have been issued in India, till 
date, since the beginning of the 
rollout. And around 62,000 e-pass-
ports, till date, have been issued 
through Indian missions and posts 
abroad since June 2025,” another 
senior MEA offi cial said. The da-
ta stored in the embedded chip of 

an e-passport is “read-only” and 
gets accessed by the system when 
it is tapped on a platform used 
during the immigration process 
at an airport. Also, the embedded 
data is matched with pre-stored 
biometric data during the course 
of application for a passport, as 

this is a “major upgrade” in the 
entire passport-related system 
using modern technology, the 
offi cial said.

The PSP Version 2.0 is de-
signed to create a digitally in-
tegrated ecosystem connecting 
all stakeholders involved in 
passport services, with a focus 
on effi ciency, transparency, 
and user convenience. With 
AI-powered chat and voice bots, 
citizens can get help while fi ll-
ing out applications or when 
they have passport-related 
grievances. The new and im-
proved passport website and 
mobile app give users a better 
experience through features 
like auto-fi lled forms, simpler 
document uploads, and easy on-
line payments using UPI or QR 
codes, according to the MEA.

Govt introduces next-gen e-passport to check fraud
The e-passport is a hybrid 
passport that combines 
both paper and electronic 
elements

It features an embedded 
radio frequency 
identifi cation (RFID) chip 
and an antenna, which 
store and secure the 
holder’s data in accordance 
with International Civil 
Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) standards
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Moscow, Nov 18: India 
Tuesday said that the world 
must display “zero tolerance” 
towards terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations, as-
serting that there can be no 
justifi cation, no looking away 
and “no whitewashing”.

“As India has demonstrat-
ed, we have the right to defend 
our people against terrorism, 
and will exercise it,” External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar said in his address at the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation (SCO) Council of Heads 
of Government meeting here.

Jaishankar said India be-
lieves that the SCO must 
“adapt to the changing global 
landscape, develop an expanded 
agenda, and reform its working 
methods”.

“We will contribute positive-
ly and fully to these objectives,” 
he said. The SCO was founded 
at a summit in Shanghai in 2001 
by the presidents of Russia, 
China, the Kyrgyz Republic, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan.

India and Pakistan became 
its permanent members in 2017.

In July 2023, Iran became the 
new permanent member of the 
SCO at an India-hosted virtual 
summit of the grouping.

“We must never forget that 
the SCO was founded to combat 
the three evils of terrorism, sep-
aratism and extremism. These 
threats have become even more 
serious in the years that have 
passed,” he said.

“It is imperative that the 
world displays zero tolerance 
towards terrorism in all its 

forms and manifestations. 
There can be no justifi cation, 
no looking away and no white-
washing,” the EAM said.

Jaishnkar also emphasised 
on the prevailing economic 
situation globally and the 
importance of fostering 
greater cultural ties in the 
influential bloc.

“We assess the global eco-
nomic situation to be partic-
ularly uncertain and volatile 
currently. Supply side risks 
have been aggravated by 
demand side complexities. 
There is consequently an ur-
gent requirement to de-risk 
and diversify. This is best do-
ne by as many of us, forging 
the widest possible economic 
links,”he said.

For that to happen, it is es-
sential that this process be 
“fair, transparent and equita-
ble,” the EAM said.

“India’s endeavours to con-
clude free trade agreements 
with many of us here are 
relevant,” Jaishankar said.

And, India’s long-standing 
ties with SCO members makes 
it particularly pertinent, he 
added.

“As a civilisational state, 
India strongly believes that 
people-to-people exchanges lie 
at the core of any genuine re-
lationship. Facilitating greater 
interaction between our intel-
lectuals, artists, sports people, 
and cultural icons will pave the 
way for greater understanding 
across the SCO,” the external 
affairs minister said.

He said there is a growing 
record of collaborative activ-
ities with regard to cultural 
exchanges.

The exposition of sacred Bud-
dhist relics in many of 

the countries which are SCO 
members is a “notable exam-
ple,” he said.

India is also willing to extend 
its considerable experience of 
heritage conservation in South-
east Asia to Central Asia, Jais-
hankar said.

The theme of the session cov-
ered trade, economic, cultural 
and humanitarian cooperation.

Emphasising on humanitar-
ian cooperation, the EAM also 
said this is important in an “era 
of climate change, pandemics 
and confl icts”.

As SCO continues to evolve, 
India "strongly supports" its 
reform-oriented agenda.

“We welcome centres ad-
dressing challenges such as 
organised crime, drug traffi ck-
ing, and cybersecurity. As the 
organisation becomes more 
diverse, the SCO must be more 
fl exible and adaptable,” the 
EAM added.

To this end, the “long-delayed 
decision” to make English an 
offi cial language of the SCO 
must be prioritised, he stressed.

In his address, he underlined 
that “we all recognize” that 
SCO must keep up with con-
temporary changes.

That must be refl ected in 
“fresh thinking and new col-
laborations”.

India's initiatives, such 
as the SCO Special Working 
Group on Startups and Inno-
vation and the SCO Start-Up 
Forum, are good examples. 
They are aimed at promoting 
innovation and creativity, es-
pecially targeting the younger 
generation, he said.

Similarly, the recent SCO 
Young Authors Forum in New 
Delhi is a good way of strength-
ening people-to-people ties, the 
EAM added.

SCO MEET

EAM’s tough message on terror

It is imperative that the 
world displays zero toler-

ance towards terrorism in all 
its forms and manifestations. 
There can be no justifi cation, 
no looking away and no white-
washing

S JAISHANKAR
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Patna, Nov 18: Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar is all 
set to be elected as leader of 
the NDA Wednesday ahead of 
the formation of a new govern-
ment under his leadership in 
the state November 20.

Kumar, who will take oath 
as Bihar CM for a record 10th 
time, will be fi rst elected as 
leader of the JD(U) legislature 
party at 11 am on Wednesday 
and after that, the leader of the 
NDA at 3.30 pm, before tender-
ing his resignation to Governor 
Arif Mohammad Khan as head 
of the outgoing government, 
sources said.

He will also submit a letter of 
support from all alliance part-
ners of the NDA to the gover-
nor for the formation of the new 
government.

The current assembly will be 
dissolved Wednesday.

Several other ministers will 
also take oath along with the 
CM at Patna's historic Gandhi 
Maidan.

Accompanied by Deputy 
Chief Minister Samrat Choud-
hary, several ministers and 
Chief Secretary Pratyaya Am-
rit.Kumar, Kuamr Tuesday 
took stock of preparations for 
the swearing in ceremony.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, several other 
Union ministers and CMs of 
NDA-ruled states are expected 
to attend the programme. A 
large number of security per-
sonnel have been deployed in 
the state capital and around 
Gandhi Maidan, offi cials said.

Intense lobbying is under-
way among the NDA partners 
to fi nalise allocation of cabinet 
berths, and build a consen-

sus over the post of Assembly 
Speaker ahead of the swear-
ing-in ceremony. Both the BJP 
and the JD(U) have staked 
claim for the post of Speaker, 
sources said.

The NDA stormed back to 
power in Bihar, winning 202 
seats in the 243-member as-
sembly, with BJP bagging 89, 
JD(U) 85, LJP(RV) 19, HAM 5 
and RLM 4.

Reacting to NDA's landslide 
victory, Jan Suraaj Party lead-
er Prashant Kishor Tuesday 
claimed that Kumar's JD(U) 
would have been limited to just 
25 seats had his government not 
given Rs 10,000 to over 60,000 
benefi ciaries in each constitu-
ency just before the assembly 
elections and promised Rs 2 
lakh to 1.5 crore women across 
the state under a self-employ-
ment scheme.

He accused the NDA govern-
ment of promising Rs 40,000 
crore of people's money, and 
rolling out a large chunk of it 
just ahead of the elections.

Talking to reporters, Kishor 
said that his Jan Suraaj Party 
made an honest effort to make 
people understand the issues 
facing them but failed to make 
a mark in the polls, and that he 
took full responsibility for the 
debacle.

The current Assembly will be 
dissolved Wednesday.

Several other ministers will also 
take oath along with the CM at 

Patna’s historic Gandhi Maidan

Nitish to be elected as
leader of NDA today
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Mumbai, Nov 18: Cracks ap-
pear to have emerged in the Ma-
hayuti alliance ahead of the Ma-
harashtra civic elections with 
most of the Shiv Sena ministers 
Tuesday skipping the weekly 
cabinet meeting apparently 
over ally BJP inducting Sena 
leaders and workers in parts 
of the state. 

While Shiv Sena minister 
Pratap Sarnaik admitted that 
there was disgruntlement over 
inductions made (by the BJP) 
in Palghar, Thane  and other 
districts, his party colleague 
Uday Samant claimed there 
was no discontent, and said 
the ministers did not boycott 
the meeting.  Sarnaik said Se-
na ministers led by party head 
and Deputy Chief Minister later 
held a meeting with Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis to dis-
cuss the issue, and a “solution” 
was found with the decision 
that the Mahayuti allies should 
refrain from inducting each 
other's leaders, offi ce-bearers 
or former corporators.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Aa-
ditya Thackeray slammed the 
ministers of the rival Sena fac-
tion for "boycotting' the cabi-
net, saying it was a selfi sh act 

and an “insult” to the people.
The development comes just 

days ahead of the fi rst anniver-
sary of the Fadnavis-headed 
Mahayuti government. 

The ruling Mahayuti alliance 
comprises the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), Shinde’s Shiv Sena 
and Ajit Pawar-led Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP).  From 
the Shiv Sena, only Eknath 
Shinde attended the cabinet 
meeting held at the Mantralaya 
(secretariat).  The Sena want-
ed to send a message to the ally 
BJP that it did not approve of 
the latter weaning away Sena 
workers and leaders. The re-
cent defections from Shiv Sena 
to the BJP in Kalyan-Dombivli 
(in Thane district) seem to be 
the trigger point, sources said.

The Sena ministers later met 
CM Fadnavis in his chamber 
and expressed their ire over 
the development in Dombivli, 
but Fadnavis pointed out that 
it was the Sena which fi rst ad-
mitted BJP members in its fold 
in neighbouring Ulhasnagar (in 
Thane district), they added. 

The CM reportedly told the 
Sena leaders that when their 
party weans away members 
of other allies, they should not 
complain when the BJP does 
the same. 

Sena ministers skip cabinet 
meet over BJP’s poaching
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Mumbai, Nov 18: Gangster 
Anmol Bishnoi, a key accused in 
the murder case of NCP leader 
Baba Siddique, is being deport-
ed to India from the US, a police 
offi cial said here Tuesday.

Bishnoi, also a wanted ac-
cused in the case related to a 
fi ring on Bollywood star Sal-
man Khan’s residence in April 
2024, is expected to land in Del-
hi Wednesday, he added.

Mumbai Police had sent two 
proposals about his extradition, 
the offi cial said, adding there 
are multiple cases registered 
against the gangster across the 
country, and the Union govern-
ment will decide to which agen-
cy his custody should be given 
fi rst.  He was reportedly car-
rying a Russian Passport, pro-
cured on the basis of a forged 
document, the offi cial said. NCP 
leader and Baba Siddique’s 
son Zeeshan Siddique told PTI 
that he had received an email 
informing that Anmol Bishnoi 
had been “removed” from the 
United States. “This means he 
is not in the United States and 
should be brought to India and 
tried for his crimes,”  the for-
mer MLA added.

Anmol Bishnoi 
deported to India 
in Siddique row
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Kolkata, Nov 18: A day after 
conducting search operations 
at the Raj Bhavan premises 
for weapons and ammunition, 
an act prodded by TMC leader 
Kalyan Banerjee’s allegations 
to that effect, West Bengal Gov-
ernor C V Ananda Bose is now 
mulling fi ling a defamation 
case against the TMC MP, a se-
nior offi cial said Tuesday.

“The Governor is set to move 
the Calcutta High Court to fi le 
a defamation case against Tri-
namool Congress MP Kalyan 
Banerjee in connection with his 
defamatory comments regarding 
arms and ammunition stacked 
inside the Governor House at 
Raj Bhavan here,” the offi cial 
told PTI. The step was taken 

after consulting legal options, 
he said, adding that the MP's of-
fences may invite a maximum 
punishment of seven years of 
imprisonment. 

On Monday, Governor Bose 
led a team of security person-
nel – comprising Kolkata Police 
offi cers and central forces, a 
bomb squad and even a sniffer 
dog – to fi nd out whether there 
are arms and ammunition 
stacked inside the Raj Bhavan.

WEAPON ALLEGATIONS

Guv Bose likely to file defamation case against TMC MP

All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) members stage a protest demanding justice for late singer Zubeen Garg on his 
53rd birth anniversary in Guwahati, Assam  PTI PHOTO
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FLYDUBAI EXPANDS 
BEYOND BOEING
FlyDubai, the lower-cost sister air-
line to long-haul carrier Emirates, 
announced an order Tuesday for 
150 Airbus A321neo aircraft at the 
Dubai Air Show - an estimated $24 
billion purchase that will see the 
carrier for the fi rst time expand its 
fl eet beyond Boeing

It is Bangladesh's inter-
nal affair. We sincerely 
hope that Bangladesh will 
achieve solidarity, stability, 
and development
MAO NING | 
SPOKESPERSON FOREIGN MINISTRY, CHINA

One escapes captivity 
of the 25 abducted
Kebbi : One of 25 schoolgirls 
abducted from a school 
dormitory in northwestern 
Nigeria's Kebbi state has 
escaped captivity and returned 
home, the school principal 
told The Associated Press 
on Tuesday.  The girls were 
abducted when gunmen 
attacked a high school in 
northwestern Nigeria before 
dawn on Monday, taking the 25 
girls and killing a staff member 
at the school. The student 
who escaped fl ed forests and 
arrived home late Monday, 
hours after the kidnapping 
at the Government Girls 
Comprehensive Secondary 
School, said Musa Rabi Magaji, 
the school principal. One other 
student, who was not among 
the 25 confi rmed abducted, 
also escaped in the minutes 
that followed the attack, the 
principal told the AP. 

India sets up 
camp offi ce
Dubai: The Consulate General 
of India in Jeddah has set up 
a camp offi ce in Madina to 
assist the families of Indian 
Umrah pilgrims who died in a 
bus accident in Saudi Arabia, 
the mission said Tuesday. 
Forty-four Indians, including 42 
from Telangana, were killed in a 
collision involving their bus and 
a fuel tanker near Madina in the 
wee hours of Monday. The local 
authorities had confi rmed that 
there is one Indian survivor, 
and he is undergoing medical 
treatment. In a social media 
post, the Consulate said it has 
set up the camp offi ce in the 
Indian Haj Pilgrims Offi ce in 
Madina to assist the families 
of Indians who died in the 
accident. In a separate post, 
the mission said Consul General 
Fahad Ahmed Khan Suri met 
Abdul Shoeb Mohammed, the 
lone survivor of the accident. 

SL secures 300mn 
for economic stability
Colombo: Sri Lanka Tuesday 
said it has secured agreements 
to obtain USD 300 million in 
fi nancial assistance from 
the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) to support economic 
stability. The funds will be 
disbursed in three tranches 
of USD 100 million each for 
fi nancial sector stability 
and reform, strengthening 
macroeconomic resilience and 
transparency, and a sustainable 
tourism sector development 
programme, the fi nance 
ministry said in a press release. 
The fi nancial sector stability 
and reforms programme is 
aimed at strengthening the 
regulatory capacity of the 
Central Bank of Sri Lanka, while 
the macroeconomic resilience 
programme will support 
broader macroeconomic and 
public fi nancial management 
reforms, the ministry said. 

It is neces-
sary, using 
clear tools 

and in a short time 
frame, to develop 
a predictive and 
adaptive capacity 
for action aimed at preventing, 
deterring and absorbing 
hybrid attacks

GUIDO CROSETTO  | DEFENCE MINISTER, ITALY

In a time in 
which the cli-
mate debate 

is so vulnerable, to 
open a reform pro-
cess could mean 
that we could be 
captured by the climate denialists

MANUEL PULGAR VIDAL  | 
FORMER ENVIRONMENT MINISTER, PERU

We are 
preparing to 
reinvigorate 

negotiations, and 
we have developed 
solutions that we 
will propose to our 
partners. Doing everything pos-
sible to bring the end of the war 
closer is Ukraine's top priority.

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY  |  
PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Washington, Nov 
18: Two US lawmakers have 
introduced a bipartisan reso-
lution recognising the strate-
gic partnership between the 
US and India, applauding Delhi 
for increasing its purchases of 
American energy resources and 
stressing for continued bilater-
al cooperation to confront chal-
lenges like counterterrorism.

Democratic US Represen-
tatives Ami Bera from Cali-
fornia, the longest-serving 
Indian American Member 
of Congress, and Republican 
Joe Wilson of South Carolina, 
have introduced the biparti-
san resolution “recognising 
the strategic value of the his-
torical partnership between 
the United States and India”.

The resolution introduced 
Monday underscores decades 
of deepening cooperation be-
tween two of the world’s larg-
est democracies across critical 
sectors, including defence, tech-
nology, trade, counterterrorism 
and education.

It also highlights India’s vital 
role in promoting regional sta-
bility, economic growth and a 
free and open Indo-Pacifi c.

“For more than three de-
cades, it has been the policy 
of the United States under the 
administrations of Presidents 
Clinton, Bush, Obama, Trump, 
and Biden to strengthen the 
strategic partnership with In-
dia, recognising its importance 
to regional stability, demo-
cratic governance, economic 
growth and shared regional 
priorities,” it said.

The measure calls for contin-
ued cooperation between the US 
and India to confront 21st-cen-
tury challenges — from coun-

terterrorism and cyber threats 
to emerging technologies.

It also recognises the endur-
ing people-to-people ties be-
tween the two nations, which 
continue to be strengthened by 
the Indian American diaspora.

The resolution notes the 
26/11 Mumbai terror attacks 
that “led to the deaths of 166 
individuals, including citizens 
from both India and the Unit-
ed States” as well as the April 
22 Pahalgam terror attack that 
claimed the lives of 26 civilians 
and injured dozens more and 
for which The Resistance Front 
(a proxy of Lashkar-e-Taiba), 
claimed responsibility.

“In the wake of the Pahalgam 
attack, the government of the 
United States designated The 
Resistance Front as a foreign 
terrorist organisation and as a 
specially designated global ter-
rorist underscoring the align-
ment of United States and Indi-
an efforts to hold terror groups 
accountable,” it said.

The resolution notes that 
“enhancing counterterrorism 
cooperation between the United 
States and India is essential to 
protect citizens, strengthen re-
gional stability, disrupt terrorist 
networks and promote a rules-
based international order”.

The resolution said it “rec-

ognises India’s growing en-
ergy needs as an essential 
component of its economic de-
velopment and applauds India 
for increasing its purchases of 
United States energy resources, 
which enhance mutual energy 
security, economic prosperity 
and bilateral cooperation”.

It views the bilateral rela-
tionship as holding the po-
tential to bring significant 
benefit to the citizens of both 
nations and to make consider-
able contributions to address-
ing the global challenges of 
the 21st century.

It reaffi rms the strong and 
long-standing partnership 
between the governments of 
the US and India, rooted in 
people-to-people ties, strategic 
interests, including upholding 
peace, security and prosperity 
in the Indo-Pacifi c region.

It supports the US and India 
identifying further opportuni-
ties to deepen engagement and 
further defence, commercial 
and investment ties. It calls 
for continued cooperation on 
counter-terrorism, “including 
the swift prosecution of the per-
petrators of the 2008 Mumbai 
terror attacks”.

Bipartisan resolution hails US-India tie
The resolution said it ‘recognises India’s growing energy needs as an essential component of its economic 

development and applauds India for increasing its purchases of United States energy resources, 
which enhance mutual energy security, economic prosperity and bilateral cooperation’

US, India trade deal can be worked out 'soon': Trump offi cial
NEW YORK: A senior Trump administration offi cial has said that a trade deal between India and the US can 
be worked out “soon”. “Yeah, we were for sure very close. I’ve spoken to the ambassador...you know, we’ve 
had visits,” National Economic Council Director Kevin Hassett said in an interview with CNBC Monday. He 
was asked about the trade deal with India, and that Washington was “so close so many times” on fi nalising 
the deal. India and the US have been negotiating the proposed bilateral trade agreement since March. So 
far, the two sides have held six rounds of negotiations. Hassett pointed to the “complicated situation” of 
India’s “interaction” with Russia. “I think that it’s a complicated situation because the interaction between 
what India does with Russia and with what India does with us, and so I think we’re still quite hopeful. But it 
got pretty complicated because there are a lot of different variables in the India-American relationship, but 
they’re good friends and we’re hoping we can work it out soon,” Hassett said. On Tuesday, Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said, “You will hear a good news” on the proposed trade pact between India 
and the US once the deal is fair, equitable and balanced. Speaking at an event in Delhi, Goyal said that India 
will also protect the interests of farmers and fi shermen in the agreement.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Nov 18: A wide-
ly used Internet infrastruc-
ture company said that it has 
largely resolved an issue that 
led to outages impacting users 
of everything from ChatGPT 
and the online game, “League 
of Legends,” to the New Jersey 
Transit system early Tuesday.

At 10:40 am, Cloudflare said 
its engineers were still miti-
gating some lingering issues 
after they posted a fix for the 

outage, but that they were 
continuing to monitor for any 
further problems.

Others platforms that expe-
rienced outages Tuesday in-
cluded the social media site X, 
Shopify, Dropbox, Coinbase, 
and the Moody’s credit ratings 
service. Moody’s website dis-
played an Error Code 500 and 
instructed individuals to visit 
Cloudflare’s website for more 
information.

New Jersey Transit said 
parts of its digital services 
including njtransit.com, may 
be temporarily unavailable or 
slow to load. And New York 
City Emergency Management 
said there are reports city ser-
vices being impacted by the 
outage. The city is continuing 
to monitor for disruptions.

In France, national railway 
company SNCF’s website has 
been affected. The company 
warned customers that “some 

information and schedules 
may not be available or up to 
date. Our teams are working 
to restore these services as 
quickly as possible.”

Cloudflare, based in San 
Francisco, works behind the 
scenes to make the internet 
faster and safer, but when 
problems flare up “it results 

in massive digital gridlock” 
for internet users, cybersecu-
rity expert Mike Chapple said.

While most people think 
there’s a direct line be-
tween their digital device 
and a website, what actu-
ally happens is that compa-
nies like Cloudflare sits in 
the middle of those connec-
tions, he said.

Cloudflare is a “content 
delivery network” that takes 
content from 20% of the 
world’s websites and mirrors 
them on thousands of servers 
worldwide, said Chapple, an 
information technology pro-
fessor at the University of 
Notre Dame’s Mendoza Col-
lege of Business.

“When you access a website 
protected by Cloudflare, your 
computer doesn’t connect di-
rectly to that site,” Chapple 
said. “Instead, it connects to 
the nearest Cloudflare server, 

which might be very close to 
your home. That protects the 
website from a flood of traf-
fic, and it provides you with 
a faster response. It’s a win-
win for everyone, until it fails, 
and 20% of the internet goes 
down at the same time.”

Last month Microsoft had to 
deploy a fix to address an out-
age of their Azure cloud portal 
that left users unable to access 
Office 365, Minecraft and oth-
er services. The tech company 
wrote on its Azure status page 
that a configuration change 
to its Azure infrastructure 
caused the outage.

And Amazon experienced 
a massive outage of its cloud 
computing service in October. 
The company resolved the is-
sue, but the outage took down 
a broad range of online ser-
vices, including social media, 
gaming, food delivery, stream-
ing and financial platforms.

Cloudfl are outage impacts thousands, disrupts transit systems, ChatGPT, X

REUTERS

Beijing/Tokyo, Nov 18: Japan 
has warned its citizens in Chi-
na to step up safety precautions 
and avoid crowded places, amid 
a deepening dispute between 
Asia’s two largest 
economies over 
Japanese Prime 
Minister Sanae 
Takaichi’s com-
ments on Taiwan.

Takaichi 
sparked the most 
serious diplomat-
ic clash in years 
when she told Jap-
anese lawmakers 
this month that a 
Chinese attack on 
Taiwan threaten-
ing Japan’s sur-
vival could trigger 
a military response.

A senior Japanese offi-
cial met his counterpart in 
Beijing Tuesday to try and 
tamp down the tension, but 
no breakthrough appeared 
imminent.

China’s foreign ministry 
said Liu Jinsong, head of the 
ministry’s Asia affairs depart-
ment, had pressed at the meet-
ing for Takaichi to retract her 
remarks. But Japan’s top gov-
ernment spokesperson, Minoru 
Kihara, suggested Tokyo was in 
no mood to do so.

The comments did “not al-
ter the government’s existing 
position,” Kihara told a press 
conference Tuesday, adding 
that the government hoped is-
sues concerning Taiwan would 
be resolved peacefully through 
dialogue.
CHINESE STATE MEDIA TARGET 
TAKAICHI

Beijing claims democrati-
cally governed Taiwan as its 
own and has not ruled out us-
ing force to take control of the 
island. Taiwan’s government 
rejects Beijing’s claims.

A Chinese diplomat in Ja-
pan responded to Takaichi’s 
remarks by posting a threat-
ening comment aimed at her 
on social media. That drew 
a strong rebuke from Tokyo, 

though it failed to stem vitriol-
ic commentary against her in 
Chinese state media.

Takaichi was summoning Ja-
pan’s “militarist demons”, the 
offi cial news agency Xinhua 
said in the latest such attack 

Tuesday.
In view of the 

media coverage 
in China, Japan’s 
embassy there re-
minded citizens 
Monday to respect 
local customs and 
take care in inter-
actions with Chi-
nese people. 

It asked citizens 
to be aware of 
their surroundings 
when outdoors, 
telling them to not 
travel alone and 

urging extra caution when ac-
companying children.

“If you see a person or group 
that looks even slightly suspi-
cious, do not approach them 
and leave the area immedi-
ately,” the embassy said in its 
notice.
CHINA URGES AGAINST TRAVEL 
TO JAPAN

The dispute could deal a blow 
to Japan’s economy, as Beijing 
has urged its citizens not to 
travel there.

Chinese form the largest 
number of all tourists to Ja-
pan, accounting for nearly a 
quarter, offi cial fi gures show. 
Tourism-related stocks in Ja-
pan plunged on the news.

More than 10 Chinese air-
lines, such as Air China, Chi-
na Eastern Airlines and China 
Southern Airlines, have offered 
refunds on Japan-bound routes 
until December 31, while Si-
chuan Airlines has cancelled 
plans for a Chengdu-Sapporo 
route until at least March, state 
media said.

Film distributors have 
also suspended the screen-
ing of at least two Japanese 
films in China, a step state 
broadcaster CCTV hailed on 
Monday as a ‘prudent deci-
sion’ reflecting souring do-
mestic sentiment.

JAPANESE URGED TO 
AVOID CROWDS, WATCH 

FOR ‘SUSPICIOUS PEOPLE’

TOKYO’S ENVOY FLIES TO 
BEIJING, BUT NO SIGNS OF 

BREAKTHROUGH

JAPAN BUSINESS LEADERS 
URGE RESOLUTION AMID 
ECONOMIC BLOWBACK

JAPANESE FILM 
SCREENINGS IN CHINA 

SUSPENDED AS RIFT 
GROWS

CHINA, JAPAN 
CRISIS DEEPENS

REUTERS

Tel Aviv/Cairo, Nov 18: Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu Tuesday called for 
Hamas to be expelled from the 
region, a day after the UN Secu-
rity Council endorsed President 
Donald Trump’s plan to end the 
war that offers the Palestinian 
militant group amnesty.

Netanyahu publicly endorsed 
the plan during a White House 
visit in late September. Howev-
er, his latest remarks appear to 
show that there are differences 
with the United States on the 
path forward. Hamas has also 
objected to parts of the plan.

Diplomats say privately 
that entrenched positions on 
both the Israeli and Hamas 
sides have made it diffi cult to 
advance the plan, which lacks 
specifi c timelines or enforce-
ment mechanisms. Still, it has 
received strong international 
backing.

Netanyahu Tuesday pub-

lished a series of posts on X in 
response to the UN vote. In one 
post, he applauded Trump and 
in another wrote the Israeli 
government believes the plan 
would lead to peace and pros-
perity because it calls for the 
“full demilitarization, disar-
mament, and deradicalization 
of Gaza”.

“Israel extends its hand in 
peace and prosperity to all of 
our neighbors” and calls on 
neighbouring countries to “join 
us in expelling Hamas and its 
supporters from the region,” 
he said.

Asked what the prime min-
ister had meant by expelling 
Hamas, a spokesperson said 
that it would mean “ensuring 

there is no Hamas in Gaza as 
outlined in the 20-point plan, 
and Hamas has no ability to 
govern the Palestinian people 
inside the Gaza Strip”.
PLAN DOES NOT CALL FOR 
HAMAS' EXPULSION

Trump’s 20-point plan in-
cludes a clause saying that 
Hamas members “who commit 
to peaceful coexistence and to 
decommission their weapons 
will be given amnesty” and 
members who wish to leave will 
be given safe passage to third 
countries.

Another clause says Hamas 
will agree to not having any 
role in Gaza's governance. 
There is no clause that explic-
itly calls for the Islamist mil-
itant group to disband or to 
leave Gaza.

The plan says reforms to the 
West Bank-based Palestinian 
Authority may ultimately al-
low conditions “for a credible 
pathway to Palestinian self-de-
termination and statehood”.

After UN vote, Netanyahu 
calls for Hamas’ expulsion PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Dhaka, Nov 18: 
Bangladesh’s interim govern-
ment has warned all print, elec-
tronic and online media outlets 
to refrain from reporting state-
ments issued by “convicted and 
fugitive” deposed prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina, citing con-
cerns over national security 
and public order.

The National Cyber Security 
Agency (NCSA) in a press re-
lease issued Monday claimed 
that Hasina’s statements may 
contain directives or calls ca-
pable of inciting “violence, dis-
order and criminal activities” 
and disrupting social harmo-
ny, The Daily Star newspaper 
reported.

“We urge the media to act 
responsibly in the interest of 
national security,” the release 
said. The agency said it was 
“deeply concerned” that some 
media organisations were 
broadcasting and publishing re-
marks attributed to “convicted” 
and “fugitive” Hasina.

B’desh cautions media 
against publishing 
Hasina’s statements

Japanese citizens in China have been warned to 
be mindful of their safety as a diplomatic spat 

between the two countries continues

Cloudflare, based in San 
Francisco, works behind 
the scenes to make the 

internet faster and safer, 
but when problems flare 
up ‘it results in massive 

digital gridlock’ for 
internet users
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HUB-AND-SPOKE MODEL 
FOR INDIAN CRAFTS
Union Textiles Minister Giriraj Singh 
Tuesday said a hub-and-spoke 
model was under consideration 
to boost exports of Indian crafts. 
Singh said that the global demand 
for handcrafted products is rising. 
"We are considering a new hub-and-
spoke model to take our artisans' 
craftsmanship global," he added

“Eco-friendly 
cruise tourism 

on the Yamuna is a major 
milestone, paving the 
way for cleaner, greener 
and more effi cient water 
transport that will boost 
connectivity and tourism 
in the heart of Delhi”
SARBANANDA SONOWAL | UNION MINISTER

Bisleri partners Purple 
Umbrella Festival 2025
New Delhi: Bisleri announced 
its partnership with the Purple 
Umbrella Festival 2025 as the 
offi cial hydration partner. The 
festival, held at the Bharat 
Mandapam Convention Centre, 
brought together theatre, 
short fi lms, documentaries, 
youth-startup innovation 
and climate action under the 
theme: “Creativity for Climate. 
Innovation for Impact. Stories 
for Change”.  The event 
witnessed an encouraging 
footfall of around 700 attendees 
out of which 600 were 
children who enthusiastically 
participated and showcased 
their commitment towards 
sustainability and action for 
climate change. At the event, 
Bisleri hosted a dedicated 
“Greener Promise” stall 
designed to engage festival 
goers around sustainability, 
responsible hydration and 
conservation.

Infosys' `18,000Cr 
share buyback
New Delhi: IT services giant 
Infosys' largest-ever share 
buyback programme worth 
`18,000 crore is set to open for 
subscription Thursday, and will 
close November 26, according 
to a regulatory fi ling. The 
company aims to buy back 10 
crore fully paid-up equity shares 
of a face value of `5 each, 
representing up to 2.41 per cent 
of the total paid-up equity share 
capital, at `1,800 per share. 
"The eligible shareholders 
can tender their equity shares 
during the tendering period, 
i.e. from November 20, 2025, 
to November 26, 2025. "The 
buyback is being undertaken 
by the company after taking 
into account the strategic and 
operational cash needs of the 
company in the medium term 
and for returning surplus funds 
to the shareholders," Infosys 
said.

Sitharaman’s pre-
Budget consultation
New Delhi: Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman Tuesday, 
chaired the fourth pre-Budget 
consultation with stakeholders 
from the capital markets in New 
Delhi, as part of the ongoing 
process to gather inputs for 
the union Budget 2026-27. 
The meeting was attended 
by union Minister of State for 
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary, 
Secretary of the Department 
of Economic Affairs, and 
Chief Economic Adviser to 
the Government of India. 
The consultation is part of a 
series of meetings being held 
by the Finance Ministry with 
various stakeholders, including 
economists, agriculturists, 
MSME representatives, and 
industry associations, to gather 
suggestions and inputs for the 
upcoming budget. 

SHORT TAKES

It is truly 
inspiring 
to see how 

homegrown 
solutions are not 
only addressing 
real consumer 
needs but also reinforcing India's 
growing prominence as a global 
hub for innovation

SALONI SHAH JAVERI | CHIEF DIGITAL AND 
MARKETING OFFICER, L'ORÉAL INDIA

Can we create 
a National 
Financial 

Grid (NFG” that 
connects all the 
critical elements? 
It will be one 
unifi ed open access infrastructure 
layer that can be leveraged across 
the ecosystem 

CS SETTY | SBI CHAIRMAN

uoteu

This licensing 
arrangement 
between 

Singer India and 
Singer Sourcing 
Ltd LLC (SVP 
Worldwide), will 
enable SINGER India to produce 
high-quality Auto Zig Zag sewing 
machines designed to suit Indian 
consumer needs

RAKESH KHANNA | VICE CHAIRMAN AND 
MANAGING DIRECTOR, SINGER INDIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 18: In a good 
news for investors, a research 
report by the SBI has predict-
ed that India's GDP growth is 
expected to reach 7.5 per cent 
or more in the second quarter 
of the current fi scal, mainly 
driven by robust festive sales 
triggered by the GST rate cut 
in late September. 

Growth is being supported 
by a pick up in investment 
activities, recovery in rural 
consumption, and buoyancy 
in services and manufacturing, 
underpinned by structural re-
forms like GST rationalisation, 
which also helped unleash a 
festive spirit that decisively 
showcased the triumph of hope 
over hype, the report said.

"In the continuum of the 
good numbers from festive-led 
sales, the percentage of leading 
indicators in consumption and 
demand across agriculture, in-
dustry, and services showing 
acceleration has increased to 
83 per cent in Q2 from 70 per 
cent in Q1. Based on the es-
timated model, we obtain a 
nowcast of real GDP growth of 
about 7.5 per cent in Q2FY26 
with the possibility of an up-
side surprise," said the report 
by SBI's economic research 
department. 

The government will re-
lease the GDP data for the Ju-
ly-September quarter later this 
month.

The Reserve Bank has pro-
jected the economic growth 
for the second quarter at 7 per 
cent.

The report further said 
analysis indicates that gross 
domestic Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) collections may 
come around `1.49 lakh crore 
for November (returns of Oc-
tober but fi led in November), 
recording an annual growth of 
6.8 per cent. 

Coupled with `51,000 crore 
of IGST and cess on import, 
the November GST collections 
thus could cross `2 lakh crore, 
driven by the peak festive sea-
son demand led by lower GST 
rate and increased compliance, 
while most states experience 
positive gains, it added.

It also noted that during the 
last month festive season (Sep-
tember-October), consumption 
has got a big boost with GST 
rationalisation, the fi rst indi-
cation coming from analysis of 
credit and debit card spending 
patterns across the latitude.

In credit cards, merchant 
categories like auto, grocery 
stores, electronics, furnishing 
and travel indicated a huge 
growth in the e-commerce 
channel, where about 38 per 

cent of spending was on utili-
ty and services, followed by 17 
per cent on supermarkets and 
grocery, and travel agents held 
about 9 per cent share.

City-wise credit card spends 
reveal that demand has in-
creased across regions, but is 
growing in mid-tier cities the 
most, as e-com sales have large-
ly been positive across cities, 
the report said.

"With GST rationalisation, 
debit card spends too show 
growth across all major states 
in September/October 2025 
over September/October 2024," 
it added.

The report also said India's 
macroeconomic outlook re-
mains one of cautious opti-
mism, underpinned by robust 
domestic demand and easing 
infl ationary pressures.

The growth is being sup-
ported by strong investment 
activities, recovery in rural 
consumption, and buoyancy in 
services and manufacturing, it 
said, adding that the GST 2.0 
reforms are expected to boost 
private consumption.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Nov 18: Bitcoin, 
the world’s largest cryptocur-
rency, is facing heavy selling 
pressure, falling to a six-month 
low and trading close to the 
$90,000 mark Tuesday. 

The extent of the slump is ev-
ident from the fact that Bitcoin 
has now erased all the gains it 
made in 2025. From its October 
peak of $126,000, the cryptocur-
rency has plunged nearly 30 per 
cent.

The sharp decline has 
dragged Bitcoin’s market cap 
below the $2 trillion level once 
again.

Vikram Subburaj, CEO of 
Giottus.com, said Bitcoin’s 
downtrend has continued re-
lentlessly, wiping out the entire 
rally of 2025.

According to him, selling 
pressure is visible across deriv-
atives as well as exchange-trad-
ed products (ETFs).

Bitcoin ETF outfl ows have 
surged to $815 million, taking 
the total outfl ow this week to 
almost $2 billion.

Subburaj added that strong 
US manufacturing data has re-
duced the likelihood of a rate 
cut in December, prompting in-
vestors to turn cautious. Even 

after the US government shut-
down ended, selling pressure in 
Bitcoin has persisted.

The broader crypto market 
has mirrored Bitcoin’s decline. 
Ethereum has slipped below 
the $3,000 mark, Solana has 
dropped more than 20 per cent 
this week, and XRP has fallen 
16 per cent.

Overall, the global crypto 
market cap has fallen nearly 6 
per cent on a weekly basis.

Avinash Shekhar, CEO and 
co-founder of Pi42, said ETF 
outfl ows, increased short po-
sitions by large investors, and 
declining liquidity have turned 
a steady correction into a steep 
downturn. "ETF outfl ows, 
whale-driven short position-
ing, and thinning liquidity have 
turned a routine correction in-
to a deeper drawdown," market 
watchers said.

Apart from Bitcoin, Ethere-
um has also fallen below its im-
portant support level of $3,000, 
which shows that it may be en-
tering a bearish phase.

BNB has dropped under $900, 
Solana is moving towards $130, 
Dogecoin is around $0.15, and 
Cardano is near $0.45. Mean-
while, XRP is still holding 
strong above $2.11, and Chain-
link is trading above $13.11.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 18: Sravathi 
AI and Without from India are 
among four startups crowned 
winners of L'Oréal's 2025 SAP-
MENA Big Bang Beauty Tech 
Innovation Program, the biggest 
open innovation competition of 
its kind in the South Asia Pacif-
ic, Middle East and North Africa 
(SAPMENA) region. 

The winning startups – Sra-
vathi AI (India), Without (In-
dia), Halo AI (UAE), and Heat-
seeker (Australia) – now have 
the opportunity to collaborate 
with L'Oréal in a commercial 
pilot with one of the Group's 37 
international brands. They will 
also gain potential exposure to 
35 markets across SAPMENA 
and embark on a year-long 
mentorship journey with se-
nior executives from L'Oréal 
and the programme's partners, 
namely Accenture, Google and 
Meta. Wubble AI (Singapore) 

also received a special mention. 
Hailing from SAPMENA's 

vast and promising talent pool, 
these teams highlight the ex-
traordinary creativity and in-
novation of the region's vibrant 
startup ecosystem. This ecosys-
tem is driven by dynamic mar-
ket growth, large populations, 
a rising middle class and digi-
tally-savvy young consumers. 
This ecosystem, particularly 
vibrant in India with successful 
innovators from the program, 
underscores the need for con-
tinued support and strategic al-
liances to drive future growth. 

Vismay Sharma, President 
of L'Oréal SAPMENA Zone, 
said, “SAPMENA is one of the 
world's most dynamic regions, 
with millions of young, digital-
ly-savvy consumers fuelling the 
rapid rise of digital commerce 
and brand innovation. While 
Silicon Valley often comes to 
mind for startups, we believe 
the centre of gravity for inno-

vation is increasingly diversi-
fying and shifting to regions 
like SAPMENA where market 
demand is shaping ideas to im-
pact. The pitches at the Grand 
Finale are a testament to this 
and reaffi rm the opportunities 
for open innovation here. By 
partnering with these next-gen 
innovators, we can accelerate 
the pace of beauty tech transfor-
mation and amplify the impact 

of new ideas across the beauty 
ecosystem.” 

Saloni Shah Javeri, Chief 
Digital and Marketing Offi cer, 
L'Oréal India, said, “We are 
thrilled to celebrate Indian 
entrepreneurs emerging as 
winners for the second consecu-
tive year at the Big Bang Beau-
ty Tech Innovation Program 
Grand Finale. It is truly in-
spiring to see how homegrown 

solutions are not only address-
ing real consumer needs but al-
so reinforcing India's growing 
prominence as a global hub for 
innovation. L'Oréal is proud 
to champion these innovators 
who are passionately bringing 
beauty and technology closer 
together, showcasing the in-
credible talent and creativity 
abundant in India." 

The 2025 programme reached 
over 50,000 startups and drew 
applications from across the 
SAPMENA region, including 
teams from Southeast Asia, 
India, the Middle East, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. Over 
nine months, the startups 
competed in a rigorous pro-
cess, presenting solutions in 
areas such as consumer expe-
rience, content & media, new 
commerce, tech for good, and 
science for beauty. The com-
petition culminated in the 
Grand Finale in Singapore 7 
November, where 10 short-

listed startups pitched their 
bold, scalable and tech-driven 
ideas to a distinguished judg-
ing panel of industry experts 
from L'Oréal, Google, Meta and 
Veros Ventures. In 2024, two 
Bengaluru-based startups - Neu-
ralGarage and Live2.ai emerged 
among the winners of the inau-
gural L'Oréal Big Bang Beauty 
Tech Innovation Program for 
the SAPMENA region.

L'Oréal is dedicated to fos-
tering a culture of innovation. 
In 2025, L'Oréal Groupe was 
named the most innovative 
company in Europe by Fortune 
magazine, out of 300 compa-
nies, in a ranking spanning 21 
countries and 16 industries in 
Europe. Fast Company named 
L'Oréal in its Top 50 2024 Best 
Workplaces for Innovators 
list and winner of the Beauty 
and Fashion category, in rec-
ognition of its commitment to 
encourage and develop innova-
tion at all levels. 

Bhubaneswar: 
Union Minister 
of Steel & Heavy 
Industries HD 
Kumaraswamy 
began his two-
day visit to SAIL’s 
Rourkela Steel Plant 
(RSP) Tuesday. He 
was accompanied 
by Anitha 
Kumaraswamy, 
SAIL Chairman-
cum-Managing 
Director Amarendu Prakash and senior offi cials of the Ministry of Steel. 
He was received at Rourkela Airport by Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual 
Oram, Raghunathpalli MLA Durga Charan Tanti, RSP Director In-Charge 
Alok Verma, senior police offi cials, CISF offi cers and top RSP executives. 
The CISF unit presented a Guard of Honour to the Minister on arrival. 
Kumaraswamy, along with Oram and other dignitaries, commenced 
the plant visit from the Model Room of the Learning & Development 
department, where he was briefed on the plant’s overall functioning. 
The key highlight of the visit was the inauguration of the state-of-the-
art Caster #4 at Steel Melting Shop-2. The Minister keenly reviewed 
the slab casting operations and praised the RSP team for successfully 
commissioning the facility. “The Government of India, under the dynamic 
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, is committed to providing 
all necessary support for the growth and development of Rourkela Steel 
Plant,” he said. Jual Oram appreciated the workforce for its consistent 
performance, adding that he holds “fond memories associated with the 
plant” and assured continued support. SAIL CMD Amarendu Prakash 
also lauded the dedication of the RSP collective. The Ministers further 
inspected project sites including the Pellet Plant and Coke Oven 
Battery-7, concluding their visit at Hot Strip Mill-2. Senior executives 
including Tarun Misra, ED (HR), B K Giri, ED (Mines Development-CMLO), 
BiswaranjanPalai, ED (Works), Anil Kumar, ED (MM), M P Singh, ED 
(Mines-CMLO),  Sudip PalChowdhury, ED (Projects) were present during 
the visit of the visiting dignitaries.
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New Delhi, Nov 18: Shares of 
edtech unicorn PhysicsWallah 
Ltd made a solid market debut 
Tuesday, and ended with a pre-
mium of over 42 per cent against 
the issue price of `109.

The stock started trading at 
`143.10, registering a jump of 
31.28 per cent from the issue 
price on the BSE, becoming 
the fi rst major pure-play ed-
tech company to debut on the 
exchanges. During the day, it 
surged 48.66 per cent to `162.05. 
The stock fi nally ended at 
`155.20, up by 42.38 per cent.

At the NSE, the stock got 
listed at `145, a premium of 33 
per cent from the issue price. In 
intra-day trade, it jumped 48.61 
per cent to ̀ 161.99. Shares of the 
fi rm ended at `155.24, rallying 
42.42 per cent.

The company's market valu-
ation stood at `44,382.43 crore.

In traded volume terms, 297.09 
lakh shares of the fi rm were 
traded at the BSE and 2,733.90 
lakh shares on the NSE.

The initial public offering 
(IPO) of PhysicsWallah received 
nearly 2 times subscription on 
the fi nal day of bidding Thurs-
day last week. The `3,480-crore 
initial share sale had a price 
band of `103-109 per share.

The IPO had a fresh issue 
of equity shares worth `3,100 
crore and an offer for sale 
(OFS) of up to `380 crore by the 
promoters. Noida-based Phys-
icsWallah fi led draft papers 
with SEBI in March for an IPO 
via the confi dential pre-fi ling 
route and received the regula-
tor's approval in July. Follow-
ing this, the company fi led an 
updated DRHP in September 
before fi ling an RHP.

India's GDP growth likely to
cross 7.5 pc in Q2: SBI report

Bitcoin at 6-month 
low, slides 30%

PhysicsWallah shares 
surge over 42 pc 
on market debut

Steel Min Kumaraswamy visits RSP

Indian AI startups shine in L'Oréal Groupe's beauty tech competition
Bengaluru's 'Sravathi AI' and Pune's 'Without' to receive L'Oréal-funded commercial pilot opportunities and year-long mentorship

Bhubaneswar: 
Ankura Hospitals in 
association with the 
AAYU Foundation, 
announced the 
Bhubaneswar edition 
of Preemethon 
2025 — a walkathon 
dedicated to raising 
awareness on 
premature births 
under the national campaign “Born Too Soon, But in the Safest Hands.” 
The Bhubaneswar Preemethon was held 16th November 2025, at Ankura 
Hospital Bhubaneswar, starting at 6:30 am. The initiative highlighted 
the medical, emotional, and social challenges surrounding premature 
births while celebrated the resilience of these tiny fi ghters and their 
families. Leading the walk in Bhubaneswar, Ravi Kumar Katulu, Olympian 
and Arjuna Awardee for weightlifting, joined the movement, refl ecting 
the strength and perseverance that defi ne both sport and survival. 
“As athletes, we understand the value of resilience and support. Every 
premature baby’s journey is one of courage, care, and community effort. 
Initiatives like Preemethon by Ankura Hospitals bring much-needed 
awareness to neonatal health and encourage society to stand together for 
these tiny warriors. When we walk together, even the smallest lives can 
achieve the biggest victories.” said Mr Ravi Kumar. He emphasized on the 
need for sports for a better future. Aligned with World Prematurity Day 
(November 17), the Born Too Soon campaign emphasized the importance 
of early antenatal care, maternal nutrition, and emotional support for 
parents of preterm babies. “Every premature baby is a story of hope 
and medical excellence. Through Preemethon, we aim to unite parents, 
doctors, and communities to spread awareness that timely neonatal 
care can make a life-changing difference,” said Dr. Krishna Prasad, 
Neonatologist, Chairman & Managing Director, Ankura Hospitals. The Born 
Too Soon, But in the Safest Hands campaign, in collaboration with AAYU 
Foundation, reiterated Ankura’s mission to provide every mother and child 
with expert, compassionate care—from conception to cradle.

Bhubaneswar: Vedanta Aluminium strengthened its support for early 
childhood education by distributing interactive learning kits to over 450 
children across 40 Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) in Jamkhani, Ghogharpalli 
under Sundargarh district and Kuraloi (A) in Jharsuguda district. The kits, 
equipped with bilingual charts, shape puzzles, number cubes and activity-
based play tools, aim to enhance cognitive skills and foundational learning 
among preschool children. The distribution drive witnessed active involvement 
from community members, parents and Vedanta’s employee volunteers, 
underscoring the company’s inclusive approach to social development. 
Speaking on the initiative, Rajiv Kumar, CEO, Vedanta Aluminium, said, 
“Children represent the promise of tomorrow, and investing in their growth 
is investing in the future of our nation. We are committed to creating 
environments where children can thrive through quality education, better 
health and opportunities for self-expression.” Anganwadi workers have 
welcomed the effort, noting improved learning interest among children. “We 
are thankful to Vedanta Aluminium for supporting our Anganwadi centres 
with these engaging learning materials. Children are showing greater interest 
in learning activities, and parents are also becoming more involved,” said 
Bishnupriya Goud of Sundargarh’s Mundelkhet village. The initiative aligns 
with Vedanta’s fl agship Nand Ghar programme, launched in partnership 
with the Ministry of Women & Child Development, which has transformed 
Anganwadi infrastructure nationwide, including 531 centres in Odisha.

Ankura Hosp & AAYU Foundation
launch Preemethon 2025

Vedanta boosts early childhood
learning in Odisha Anganwadis
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Tokyo, Nov 18: Indian shoot-
ers continued their domination 
at the 25th Deafl ympics here 
Tuesday, securing a double-po-
dium fi nish by winning both 
the gold and bronze medals in 
the 10m air rifl e mixed team 
event.

The pair of Dhanush Sri-
kanth and Mahit Sandhu 
clinched gold by overcoming 
the South Korean duo of Jeon 
Dain and Kim Woorim, while 
Mohammed Murtaza Vania and 
Komal Milind Waghmare add-
ed a bronze to their individual 
medals after getting the better 
of Ukraine's Violeta Lykova 
and Oleksandr Kostyk.

In the gold medal match, 
Dhanush and Mahit raced to 
a 4-0 lead in the beginning and 
maintained a clear gap with the 

Korean pair, eventually clinch-
ing the match 17-7.

This is Dhanush's second 
gold meal of the Deafl ympics, 
while Mahit added a yellow 
metal to her silver which she 
won in the individual event.

The bronze medal match was 
tighter, with the Ukrainian pair 
also featuring the women's in-
dividual gold medal winner 
Violeta Lykova.

Both pairs were tied 4-4 after 
the end of the fourth series and 
at the end of the sixth series, 
Ukraine were leading 7-5.

Murtaza Vania and Komal 
then tied the scores at 7-7, 
8-8 and 10-10 after four more 
rounds. The Indians then won 
two out of the next four rounds, 
with the points being shared in 
the other two. Eventually, they 
secured the bronze medal, win-
ning 16-12.

The Indian shooters have 
won a total of nine medals 
across three days of competi-
tion. The air pistol mixed teams 
will be in action Wednesday as 
India look to add more medals 
to their tally in shooting at the 
Deafl ympics.
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Madrid, Nov 18: Top-ranked 
Carlos Alcaraz withdrew from 
playing for Spain in the Davis 
Cup Finals in Italy because of a 
hamstring injury Tuesday.

Alcaraz said the decision was 
recommended by doctors.

“I’m so sorry to announce 
that I won’t be able to play for 
Spain in the Davis Cup in Bolo-
gna,” he said on X. “I have an 
edema in my right hamstring 
and the medical recommenda-
tion is not to compete.”

Alcaraz said he was return-
ing home “heartbroken.”

“I’ve always said that playing 
for Spain is the greatest thing 
there is, and I was really look-
ing forward to helping us fi ght 
for the Davis Cup.”

Alcaraz was set to lead Spain 
in Bologna against the No. 
4-seeded Czech Republic in the 
quarterfi nals Thursday to try 
and win the Davis Cup for the 

fi rst time. Last year, Alcaraz 
and Spain were eliminated in 
the opening round of the Final 
8 at home in Malaga, spoiling 
the fi nal match of Rafael Nad-
al’s storied career.

The 22-year-old Alcaraz had 
said he wants “to win the Davis 

Cup one day … because for me, 
it's a really important, import-
ant tournament.”

Spain already had a tough 
task, going up against a Czech 
team including top-20 players 
in Jiri Lehecka and Jakub 
Mensik.

Alcaraz withdraws from Davis Cup fi nals
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Sydney, Nov 18: Star Indi-
an shuttlers Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag Shet-
ty entered the men’s doubles 
second round with a tough 
straight-game win over Chinese 
Taipei’s Chang Ko-Chi and Po 
Li-Wei at the Australian Open 
Super 500 tournament here 
Tuesday.

The world No 3 Indian pair, 
who reached back-to-back fi nals 
at the Hong Kong Super 500 and 
China Masters Super 750, pre-
vailed 25-23, 21-16 in a fi ghting 
48-minute opening-round clash 
against Ko-Chi and Po Li-Wei.

In women’s doubles, howev-
er, Treesa Jolly and Gayatri 
Gopichand suffered a 10-21, 14-
21 defeat to Indonesia’s F Kusu-

ma and M Puspitasari in their 
opening match.

Satwik and Chirag opened 
up a 7-4 lead after the change 
of sides, but two net errors and 
a strong smash from the Tai-
wanese allowed them to catch 
up. The pairs split the next 
six points before an attempted 
smash went long, giving the 
Indians a one-point lead at the 
interval.

Satwik and Chirag main-
tained their momentum after 
the restart, stretching the ad-
vantage to 18-15, and closed out 
the match comfortably with two 
superb smashes.

India's singles players such 
as Lakshya Sen, HS Prannoy, 
Kidambi Srikanth, Ayush Shet-
ty and others will start their 
campaign Wednesday.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 18: Sev-
en times national champion in 
Cue Sports (5× Snooker, 2× Bil-
liards) Asutosh Padhy retained 
his 6th senior Billiards state 
title after defeating his mentor 
Subrat Das at 31st All Odisha 
Billiards and Snooker Cham-
pionship. Padhy dominated 4 
frames to 1 to regain the title at 
the ongoing snooker state rank-
ing, organised by Billiards and 
Snooker Association of Odisha 
(BSAO). In the fi nals, Padhy 
went 3 frames up projecting a 
strong display of break with 
his mentor, stealing one frame 
from him right after. 
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New Delhi, Nov 18: When 
Pramod Bhagat’s 18-month 
anti-doping suspension shat-
tered his dreams of defending 
the Olympic gold at the Paris 
Games, few could have predict-
ed the extraordinary comeback 
that would follow.

For a man who has spent 
his life defying odds, starting 
with childhood polio contract-
ed from a faulty vaccine, this 
was simply another mountain 
to climb.

Following the end of his sus-
pension in September, Bhagat, 
the Tokyo Paralympic cham-
pion, re-entered the world pa-
ra badminton circuit with re-
newed focus, winning 10 gold 
medals across singles, men's 
doubles and mixed doubles in 
tournaments held in China, 
Nigeria, Australia, and Japan.

These victories propelled 
him back to the top of the men's 
doubles world rankings and re-
stored his position among the 
top fi ve singles players globally.

"It was a big mistake, it was 
very hard for me. I knew that 
when I come back after one 
and a half years, it will not be 
so easy for me to make a come-
back," Bhagat told PTI.

"The players who are play-
ing now, their confi dence level 
will be high. Everyone's game 
will be different, there will be a 
lot of changes. Technique also 
matters a lot. I kept all this in 
mind and prepared myself for 
the same. "The planning I did 
was successful and now fi nal-
ly, I've qualifi ed for the World 
Championships. I told myself 
that after coming back, I will 

do whatever it takes to get back 
my domination. I was able to do 
something like that."

Bhagat's ban was the result 
of three 'whereabouts' failures 
in a 12-month period, as deter-
mined by the CAS Anti-Doping 
Division. "It was a big shock but 
the reason of the ban was tech-
nical error. I know I missed out 
on Olympics but I knew I have 
given my 100 percent. I didn't 

get demoralised.
"Look, we have come up in 

life through a lot of struggles. 
Now there are lot of facilities 
but in 2004-05, there were a lot 
of struggle due to my disability. 
So I stood up. I was confi dent 
that I will come back."

During his suspension, 
Bhagat undertook a bike expe-
dition to the Himalayas, riding 
through Spiti and Ladakh. This 
journey, along with time spent 
with family, proved cathartic.

As a reminder of the 'where-
abouts' error, Bhagat refrained 
from cutting his hair or shaving 
until he returned to competition 
and won gold in Japan, after 
which he shaved off his hair 
and beard. Bhagat has now set 
his sights on claiming a record 
sixth World Championship gold.

"I hope to achieve the world 
number one ranking in singles 
after playing in Egypt in Janu-
ary and then it will be the world 
championships where my sight 
is set. My idol is Lin Dan. While 
I had fi ve World Champion-
ships like him, I want to go past 
him, that would be my real re-
demption," he signed off.

The BWF Para Badminton 
World Championships will be 
held in Bahrain from February 
7 to 14 next year.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Satwik-Chirag advances

Asutosh defeats Subrat, 
seals 6th Billiards title

FROM SUSPENSION TO REDEMPTION

Pramod Bhagat’s return to para badminton

Air rifl e mixed teams' double podium

New Delhi: Double Olympic 
medallist Manu Bhaker has 
taken the failure to live up to 
her exalted standards in the 
ISSF World Championships 
on her chin and acknowledged 
that she "cannot win everyday" 
while lauding the performance 
of her compatriots.

That Bhaker couldn't fea-
ture among the 13 Indian med-
allists in the just-concluded 
tournament has come as a bit 
of a surprise to many in the 
shooting fraternity.

"I was aiming (for medals) 
at the World Championships. 
My performance was good, 
scored decently, couldn't make 
it to the podium. My teammate 

Esha Singh did... in sports 
you cannot win everyday, 
sometimes you lose as well," 
Bhaker said during an event 
on Tuesday.

The 23-year-old pistol ace 
was speaking on the sidelines 
of the launch of ASMITA 
(Achieving Sports Milestone 
by Inspiring Women) social 
media handle.

Speaking about special-
ly-abled athletes, Bhaker said 
they are an inspiration to ev-
eryone.

The shooters won India's 
fi rst medals at the ongoing To-
kyo Deafl ympics with Dhanush 
Srikanth defending his men's 
10m air rifl e title with a new 

world record score of 252.2 and 
Mohammad Vania winning the 
silver in the same event.

"All the specially abled ath-
letes are an inspiration and 
motivate us a lot. We learn 
a lot from them, the fi ghting 
spirit they showcase is in-
credible and we all look up to 
them. I would like to extend 
my heartiest congratulations 
to all of them and if they need 
any kind of help or support 
we'll be there."

On the ASMITA initiative, 
Bhaker said it will help in 
changing the mentality of 
people in rural areas about 
women aspiring to make it 
big in sports.

You cannot win everyday, I’m always cheering for India: Manu

TOKYO DEAFLYMPICS
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Panaji, Nov 18: Grandmaster 
Arjun Erigaisi Tuesday played 
out another draw with China's 
Wei Yi and will fi ght it out in the 
tiebreaker of the quarterfi nals 
of the World Chess cup here.

Having drawn the fi rst game 
without shedding any blood, Ar-
jun was surprised early by Wei 
Yi in the Queen's gambit declined 
and this time it was the turn of 
the Chinese to hog the limelight 
with black pieces as it turned out 
to be an effortless draw.

For the records, a set of mi-
nor piece changed hands early 
followed by a rook when the 
players realized there was no 
point in looking for more. The 
game was drawn after white's 
32nd move.

Alexander Donchenko's 

dream run at the world cup 
finally ended as Uzbek No-
dirbek Yakubboev played out 
a draw after a fine victory 
in the first game to take the 
match 1.5-0.5 and also became 
the first player to qualify for 
the semifinals. Donchenko 
tried for quite sometime but 
could not really come close to 
equalizing as Yakubboev was at 
his best in the counter-play and 
the fi nale saw a rook and pawns 
endgame wherein neither side 

could make headway.
Javokhir Sindarov of Uzbeki-

stan played out another draw 
with Jose Eduaordo Martinez 
Alcantara of Mexico and will 
also decide his fate in the tie-
breaker, while Sam Shankland 
of United States drew his sec-
ond straight game with Andrey 
Esipenko of Russia to set up his 
tiebreak clash.

Complete results quar-
terfinals game 1: Javokhir 
Sindarov (Uzb) drew with 
Jose Eduardo Martinez Al-
cantara (Mex) 1-1 goes to 
tiebreak; Wei Yi (Chn) drew 
with Arjun Erigaisi (Ind) 
1-1 goes to tiebreak; Sam 
Shankland (Usa) drew with 
Andrey Esipenko (Fid) 1-1 
goes to tiebreak; Nodirbek 
Yakubboev (Uzb) beat Alexan-
der Donchenko (Ger) 1.5-0.5.

FIDE WORLD CUP

Arjun draws against Wei Yi
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Dhaka, Nov 18: India suf-
fered their first defeat against 
Bangladesh in 22 years, going 
down 0-1 to the home side in 
an inconsequential Group 
C match of the Asian Cup 
qualifying round match here 
Tuesday.

Sheikh Morsalin scored the 
all-important goal for Ban-
gladesh in the 11th minute to 
the wild cheer of the capacity 
crowd at the National Stadium 
here. The match, though, had 
been rendered inconsequen-
tial as both the sides were out 
of contention of the 2027 conti-
nental showpiece.

India got a golden scoring 
chance in the 31st minute 
but Lallianzuala Chhangte's 
right-footed shot from the top 
of the box after Bangladesh 
goalkeeper Mitul Marma was 
completely out of position 

was headed away by Hamza 
Choudhury.

There was an instance of 
pushing and shoving among 
some players of the two teams 
near the touch line in the fi rst 
half but the referee brought it 
under control.

India’s last defeat against 
Bangladesh was during the 
2003 SAFF Gold Cup, where 
the latter had prevailed 2-1 at 
the same venue in Dhaka. Since 
then, the two sides had faced 
each other in nine matches 
before Tuesday, and India had 
won three times while six were 
drawn affairs.

India’s campaign for the 
2027 Asian Cup had effec-
tively ended on October 14, 
when they squandered a 1-0 
lead to lose 1-2 to Singapore 
in Margao, Goa.

By virtue of the defeat, a 
winless India remained rooted 
at the bottom of the four-team 

table with just two points from 
fi ve matches. This was their 
third loss in the third round of 
the qualifi ers. The other two 
matches were drawn affairs.

After the win, Bangladesh, 
who notched their fi rst win in 
fi ve matches, remained on third 
with fi ve points.

The fi rst leg match between 
the two sides had ended in a 
goal-less draw on March 25 in 
Shillong.

Singapore, who defeated 
Hong Kong 2-1 earlier in the day 
in Hong Kong, sealed the top 
spot in Group C with 11 points 
and qualifi ed for the 2027 Asian 
Cup. Hong Kong are in second 
place with eight points.

India are currently ranked 
136th in the FIFA chart while 
Bangladesh are at 183rd.

India play their last match 
of the 2027 Asian Cup qualifi -
ers against Hong Kong at home 
March 31, 2026.

Indian football team suffers
embarrassing loss to B’desh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Greater Noida, Nov 18: Ris-
ing Indian boxer Preeti Pawar 
stunned Olympic medallist and 
three-time world champion 
Huang Hsiao-Wen of Chinese 
Taipei, while Arundhati Choud-
hary and Parveen Hooda marked 
successful international returns 
with contrasting wins to enter 
the gold medal bouts of the World 
Boxing Cup Finals here Tuesday.

Minakshi Hooda (48kg), Nupur 
(+80kg), Ankush Phangal (80kg), 
Abhinash Jamwal (65kg) and 
Narender Berwal (+90kg) also 
advanced to the fi nals in their 
respective weight categories. The 
talented Preeti (54kg) refused to 
let the experienced Huang fi nd 
rhythm, cutting off angles and 
denying the reigning world 
champion any momentum en 
route to a commanding 4-0 win. 
“I knew she is a world champion, 
but to become a world champion, 
you must beat a world champion. 
That was my mindset going into 
the bout — that I have to give my 
100 per cent and win in front of 
the home crowd,” Preeti said.

Former world youth champi-
on Arundhati, returning after a 
one-and-a-half-year internation-
al hiatus due to a wrist injury, 
showed no signs of rust. She 
registered a resounding third-
round RSC win over Leonie 
Müller in 70kg semifi nals.

Preeti shocks world 
champion Huang
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