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JOYRIDE: People enjoy a water sports ride at Juhu Beach in Mumbai, Sunday

Over 320 Indians
stranded in Sri Lanka

Colombo: Over 320 Indian nationals
stranded at Colombo airport following
the extreme weather conditions in
cyclone Ditwah-hit Sri Lanka, were
sent back home on IAF and commercial
" airline flights Sunday. The Indian High
Commission in Sri Lanka facilitated
the evacuation of 323 stranded Indians
from Bandaranaike International
Airport here in coordination with the
Indian Air Force and other relevant of-
ficials. “Further evacuation of stranded
passengers through commercial
airlines is also underway,” the Indian
High Commission said. P11

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Sorry, no credit for BLOs -
only cash. Who knows
if you'll ever return

Sonepur weaver
crafts 14.5-m-long
Tkat wall hanging

POST NEWS NETWORK

PTIPHOTO

State most attractive
MSME hub: Majhi

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi Sunday said Odisha has
become the country’s most at-
tractive destination for small
industries. He said this while
addressing the Odisha Indus-
trial Conclave 2025, organised
by Laghu Udyog Bharati at the
Railway Auditorium in City.

He said the event would
play a key role in encouraging
entrepreneurship and innova-
tion in the state’s fast-growing
MSME sector.

Reiterating the government’s
vision of “Viksit Odisha, Viksit
Bharat”, the CM said that Odi-
sha aims to become the MSME
gateway of Eastern India. He al-
so highlighted several reforms
undertaken by the govt. P3

SIR shadow over Winter Session

B The turmoil over Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of elector-
al rolls is all set to make a come-
back after the Monsoon Session,
a little over three months ago,
as the Opposition is gearing up
to sharply criticise the Union
government and demand a full
discussion on the contentious
issue. Despite Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju’s
appeal to the Opposition to let
both Houses run smoothly, sev-
eral members raised serious
concerns, pointing to the report-
ed deaths of at least 40 people
during the SIR exercise. They
accused the Election Commis-
sion of using the process as a
pretext to disenfranchise voters
by deleting names from the rolls

PNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi, Nov 30: The Win-
ter Session of Parliament begins
Monday under the shadow of
SIR with several parties unit-
ing against it and threatening
to stall proceedings in both
Houses if a discussion is not
allowed on it.

At an all-party meeting con-
vened by the government to
seek the Opposition’s support
for smooth functioning of Par-
liament, several parties raised
the demand for a discussion on
SIR of electoral rolls together
with issues of national security
in the wake of the Delhi blast
and air pollution in the nation-
al capital.

Issues like foreign policy,
price rise, unemployment, new
labour codes and federalism
amid charges that Governors
sitting on Bills passed by state
legislatures and funds of oppo-
sition-ruled states being held
up were also raised and would
come up during the session.

At the meeting, Parliamenta-

ry Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
said the House must be allowed
to function. “This is the Win-
ter Session of Parliament and
everyone should think and
conduct themselves with a cool
mind,” he told reporters after
the two-hour long meeting.
“Parliament should not be
stalled and it should function
smoothly. The government
will keep discussing with all
parties to ensure smooth func-
tioning of the House,” he said.
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh termed the all-party
meeting “a mere formality”
and this view was repeated by
Samajwadi Party’s Ramgopal
Yadav. Ramesh said the 15-day
session will be the shortest in
Parliamentary history, as the
Narendra Modi government
has listed 13 Bills for passage.
Trinamool Congress leader
Kalyan Banerjee said his party
is ready to cooperate in run-
ning the House provided trea-
sury benches also cooperate.
“The government should al-
low a discussion on issues such
as SIR. Forty persons have lost

EC extends SIR
schedule by a wk

he Election Commission (EC)

Sunday extended by one
week the entire schedule of
the ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
in nine states and three Union
Territories amid allegations
by opposition parties that the
“tight timelines” were creating
problems for people and ground-
level poll officials. In a statement,
the poll authority said the
enumeration form distribution
will now continue till December
11 instead of December 4. The
draft electoral rolls will now be
published December 16 in place
of December 9.

their lives conducting SIR ex-
ercise,” Banerjee said, alleging
that the objective of EC is to de-
lete votes through SIR.

Meanwhile, BJD’s Sasmit
Patra said all parties demand-
ed a discussion on SIR, but his
party wants a discussion of
the electoral reforms.
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No promotion sans

property

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: The
state government has asked
its employees to submit their
updated annual property state-
ments for being considered for
promotion, officials said.

The General Administra-
tion (GA) department issued
an order in this regard No-
vember 27, which came to the
fore Sunday, they said.

“As per the Odisha Gov-
ernment Servants’ Conduct
(Amendment) Rules, 2021, up-
to-date filing of property state-
ments is a prerequisite for
promotion. However, several
departments have sought clar-
ification about it at different
times. So, a fresh circular was
issued with clarification,” an
official said.

“Any government employ-
ee who has not submitted the
up-to-date property statement
before the Departmental Pro-
motion Committee (DPC) shall
be treated as ‘not suitable’ for
promotion,” he said.

Filling of the vacancy will
not be kept on hold for em-

list: Govt

ployees who failed to submit
the property statements. The
government will fill up the va-
cancy based on the eligibility
of the employees who have
complied with the property
statement requirements, the
official said.

As per the circular, if any
defaulting employee submits
the required property state-
ment after the DPC meeting
within a grace period allowed
by the government, and is
found otherwise suitable for
promotion, his promotion
may be considered in the sub-
sequent DPC meeting.

“He/she can be granted
notional promotion from the
date on which his/her junior
was promoted, and his se-
niority shall be maintained,”
it stated.

Filling of the vacancy
shall not be kept on
hold for employees
who failed to

submit the property
statements, a GA
dept notification said

Usually, employees are
required to submit the state-
ments in January. The gov-
ernment issued the circular
after noticing that a signif-
icant number of employees
had failed to submit their
statements within the dead-
line, the official said.

Influencer booked for post on Srimandir

Bhubaneswar: Trouble mounted for social media influencer
Subhankar Mishra, as a senior servitor of Puri Srimandir Sunday
lodged a police complaint, accusing him of hurting the sentiments of
Lord Jagannath’s devotees. In his complaint, Gourahari Pradhan said,
“For the past few days, a social media influencer named Shubhankar
Mishra is trying to mislead today’s youth by spreading propaganda
in the name of Lord Jagannath’s temple, the spiritual centre of crores
of Odias.” Recently, Mishra reportedly said that couples who visit
the Lord Jagannath temple before marriage are unable to enter into
wedlock. Puri SP Prateek Singh told mediapersons that the FIR has
been accepted and a probe will follow. P4

Sonepur, Nov 30: Celebrated weaver Prafulla Meher
has created an exceptional wall hanging featuring
all 700 verses of Bhagavad Gita’s 18 chapters, woven
entirely in fine Ikat (Bandha) technique. The work
will be unveiled Monday to mark ‘Gita Jayanti’.
Meher, 63, a passionate weaver of Gokarneswar-
pada in Sonepur, produced the textile using intri-
cately dyed and bound threads to form miniature
Sanskrit lettering. The hanging measures 14.5 metre

in length and 30 inch in width.

The project, completed Sunday, took more than
four-and-a-half years and the support of 27 weavers.
The ‘bandha’ tying alone consumed nearly three-and-
a-halfyears, with eight artisans assisting initially and
12more later. Dyeing the thread required two weavers
working for four months, while untying the ‘band-
ha’ knots took another six months. Three weavers
manned two looms to complete the final weaving in
three months. Meher said he drew inspiration from
his late father, Anantarama, a devoted follower of
Bhagavad Gita. “This was a labour of love and disci-
pline. It demanded immense patience, but my father’s
devotion encouraged me throughout,” he said.

Born into a weaving family in Biramaharajpur
region of the district, Meher showed an interest in
‘bandha’ art since childhood. After completing his
studies, he joined the state’s Handlooms, Textiles
and Handicrafts department. During his service,
he showcased his talent and received the National

Merit Certificate in 1992.
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HUDGENS WELCOMES SECOND TURNER NEW FAVOURITE
CHILD WITH HUSBAND TUCKER IN JAMES BOND RACE

@ Orissa

MONDAY | DECEMBER 1, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

Actor-singer Vanessa Hudgens and her hus- Actor Callum Turner is now a big favourite
band and professional baseball player Cole to take over as James Bond. Bookmak-

" Tucker, announced the birth of their second ers have sharply cut his odds from 5/2 to
child Sunday. Hudgens shared a post on her 7/4, pushing him past Henry Cavill, Theo
Instagram handle, which featured her in the James and Harris Dickinson, The Telegraph
labour room. The duo got married in 2023. reported. Many now see him as the most
They welcomed their first child in 2024 likely successor to Daniel Craig
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"ﬂ MUMBAI:  Actress

Richa Chadha, and you need to do MUMBAI: With just
like thrusts, and two weeks remaining
I'm like, who for the mini-auction
are these dated for the 2026 Indian
efforts? What is Premier League (IPL),
going on?” West Indies cricketer

Sharing how Andre Russell has

& known for her fear-
=Sy | less attitude and
always speaking
her mind, shared
that she was not
always like that

KRITI'S MOST
TRICKY ROLE

=

Hl ARIES and has worked on one is subjected announced his re-
Today even if you are alone, ¥ transforming her to constant judge- tirement from the
you may not really feel lonely. mindset. ment in the industry, tournament. MUMBAI: Kriti Sanon has scribed her role as Mukti as

You will desire to listen to Richa revealed she Richa went on to say, “I Bollywood  star
your inner self, so that you can express

yourself more imaginatively. Ganesha says used to be a pushover in realised somebody has just and the owner of
spend the evening with your beloved who her 20s. came like a manager, tell- the Kolkata Knight
can listen to your voice in your silence also. Citing a particular incident, the ing you what to do and Riders, Shah Rukh
teceessssssesssssssssssesss | FUkrey actress was heard say- you think okay Khan, shared a
ing, “The person that you g this is what I heartfelt tribute
Il TAURUS @ | scetoday, who is ‘bindaas’ 4 should be doing, on social media
Your romantic relationship A and confident, and bold, I should not be for the cricketer
will be working on an over- . all those adjectives that doing this, as he takes on a
drive today, says Ganesha. have been added to my this is what new role as KKR’s
You will discover answers to the finer as- name in the public, I should be power coach.
pects of your love life. Overall, you will have s . .
arefreshingly creative outlook all through I wasn’t always like doing, all the Andre  has ; AT >
the day. Itis a favourable day for thosewho | this. In my 20s, I was while they’ll become a part tion, Kriti expressed heartfelt  heart reaches yours, it becomes
cherish unrequited love, says Ganesha. such a pushover that be rating you of Abhishek gratitude for the audience’s re- ISHK! Thank you for all the
Vececesescesescsssssssssess | Oneday I woke up, and they’re Nayar’s new SRK thanks sponse to her ISHK.”
and I was on a set, b like you coaching setup, . . . perform- - Tere Ishq Mein, directed by
Il GEMINI and I was like, know maybe along with Shane hl S ‘kn Ight In ance. Aanand L. Rai and written
Today, you are likely to rack “When did I sign your lips are Watson and Tim paad She by Himanshu Sharma and
your brains to get things this movie? What A or maybe Southee. Sh I n I n arm O u r’ de- Neeraj Yadav, also starred
done. But your modesty will happened? Why your face SRK shared g Dhanush in the lead role.
is a bit like, that Andre will The film follows Mukti,
what are be passing on
you do- his experience and power game to the younger

opened up about her role in  her most layered character to
Tere Ishq Mein, calling her date, emphasising the complex-
character Mukti the most lay- ity and nuance involved. Sanon
ered and tricky she has ever wrote, “My Heart is Full..The
played. best feeling for an actor is

Taking to her Instagram  when the audience connects
handle, the Heropanti actress with every little emotion in
shared a video highlighting  between the unspoken words
the rave reviews for her per- of your character. Mukti is
formance in the film and ex-  probably the most layered and
pressed her gratitude, saying, tricky character I've played,
“My heart is full.” In the cap- and when every beat of her

not do you any good. You will have to am I doing this
show that you are the boss, even if you item song kind a young woman por-
are not. Your extraordinary brilliance will of gyration?”

translate into exceptional performance trayed by Kriti, who

and will save the day. Never forget that This is a ing, you generation. falls in love with the
your family is the foundation of your typical know Reacting to Andre’s video announcing his re- intense and rebellious
success, says Ganesha. male stop tirement, King Khan wrote on the micro-blog- Shankar, played by

drink- ging site, “Thank you for the wonderful mem- Dhanush. However,

N I -1 53 J

The / ' ing ories, Andre. Our Knight in shining armour!!! circumstances sep-
Il CANCER direc- / water 3 Your contribution to @KKRiders is one for the arate them before

toris | days be- books...(sic)”. their romance can
Zgg?g 'a){?:nrtTi\gz L%c;lguxlrour tell- fore the Talking about the cricketer switching pos- fully blossom. The
relationships - your ties with your par- ing song, itions as the power coach in the team, Shah romantic thriller was
ents, spouse, children, siblings and even me I stop Rukh added, “And here’s to another chapter in released in cinemas
neighbours. However, all that effort and need having your fantastic journey as a sportsman... The November 28 in

energy may not get its due, and you may

get a eold response from one or more of a salt.” ians power coach - passing down the wisdom, the Hindi, Tamil,
your relatives. Still there is no reason to muscle and of course the power down to our and Telugu.
lose heart. Ganesha feels that they will boys in purple and gold... And yes, any other 1ANS
come around some other day. jersey would indeed look weird on you my
ceccccccccsccscscsscssssases L3 ey f man... Muscle Russell for life! Love u...!!
B LEO ot # 3 ey /.
The bourgeoisie feasted i
on cake, while the masses =
starved for want of a mere MUMBAI: Singer, she has built a
It%?r];;gﬁrz ﬁaa?'fgﬁggﬁht% cfigg/esa%eici?%ec;w actor and host Sophie S O P H I E strong career in
the propensity to indulge in unwanted Choudry recently took the live show
expenses. Whether it is impulsive deci- center stage as the host market. For
sions or compulsive buying, they shallnot | of the lavish Udaipur C L A P S 17 years, she
serve as an excuse on a later date when wedding of US billion- has been one
the milk is already spilt. Remember the aire’s daughter Netra of the busiest
fable of the Grasshopper and the Ant? Mantena. who mar- B A C K AT performers
Learn to exercise restraint. . . L
ried Vamsi Gadiraju. for corporate
cecesescecscescscscssssssss | Shealsoposted photos and wedding
with Jennifer Lopez T RO LLS events and is
. VIRGO from the event, which regarded as
You may relieve all the ten- i sparked trolling opline. the top fem{ile
- sion and pressure inside you g7, *Y Some users questioned host for live
today, a day which will be full how she had “survived in Bollywood  shows. She added that just
of light and relaxing moments. Ganesha without work,” prompting Sophie to  because she isn’t seen fre-
11:8;etgﬂS\?oze\;]/ﬁrlrcégle?\?edrﬁ;%grﬁvsilt\giigﬁz respond with confidence. quently on screen doesn’t
to S)(IJCiEi| gatherings and parti{‘s. Sharing a picture with JLo, Sophie = mean she lacks work.
called her an artist she has admired Another troll accused
cecesssssssssssssssssssssss | fOr over twodecades. Whenan X user  her of being a “wannabe”
. LIBRA questioned, “Yaar Sophie, I stil} doq’t and spggested she begged
‘l ‘L understand how you have survived in  Jennifer Lopez for a photo.
Today, you will beina Bollywood bina kaam ke. No films,no  Sophie shut this down, say-
mishmash of emotions web shows, not even songs. We have  ing she simply requested it
and feelings. Also, there are chances of only seen you in bits and pieces, so  as the show’s host and Lopez
$gcumu|ate_d feelings finding an outlet. how have you survived #Bollywood??”  graciously agreed. AGENCIES
ur capacity for emotional display may . . - . ¥
take people by surprise. However, you Replying to him, Sophie explained that i

will also enjoy the higher responsibilities
reposed on you, predicts Ganesha.

Il SCORPIO FUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
While not the Trot, you shall manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
however, trot on the lines of the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

radicalism today, predicts I

Ganesha. Learn to think as you would, and PEAN UTS
always have, but act as others would have
you to, advises Ganesha. Be the maverick
that you are only with those who are clos- WHAT ARE YoU EATING
est and dearest, cautions Ganesha. FOR LUNCH EUDORA?

I PUT A CHOCOLATE I OFTEN WONPER
BAR BETWEEN TWO SLICES| | HOW IT WOULD TASTE
OF DARK BREAD WITH GRAVY ON IT...

s

THIS I5 A
CHOCOLATE
SANDWICH

Il SAGITTARIUS GNEAR
The winds of fortune will ush- ~_
erin your dreams and make =

them come true. Be careful
not to go overboard with your foresighted-
ness, lest they be marked delusions, warns
Ganesha. You must realise that the only
thing permanent is change, and hence, you
must overcome any disappointment with
strong will and determination.
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ODISHA INDUSTRIAL CONCLAVE 2025

Odisha aims to be Eastern
India’s MSME gateway: CM

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: Re-
iterating the government’s
vision of “Viksit Odisha,
Viksit Bharat,” Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi
Sunday said Odisha aims to
become the MSME gateway of
Eastern India. He was speak-
ing at the Odisha Industrial
Conclave 2025, organised by
Laghu Udyog Bharati here at
the Railway Auditorium.

Addressing the gathering,
the CM said the event would
play a crucial role in encourag-
ing entrepreneurship and inno-
vation in the state’s fast-grow-
ing MSME sector.

Speaking about Odisha’s
progress, CM Majhi said the
state has now emerged as In-
dia’s most attractive destina-
tion for MSMEs, strengthened
by the government’s commit-
ment to turning the dreams of
4.5 crore people into reality.

He highlighted several ma-
jor reforms undertaken by the
government in recent years
to support industrial devel-
opment. He noted that under
the Go Swift Single Window
System, project approvals
that once took months are now
being granted within a single
day. Odisha has also invested
6.1 per cent of its GSDP in in-

frastructure this year — the
highest among all Indian states.

Majhi emphasised Odisha’s
strong legacy of craftsmanship,
noting that artisans from Pipi-
1i, Raghurajpur, Sambalpur and
Gopalpur are celebrated across
the world. Odisha’s youth, he
said, are excelling in IT, anima-
tion, fintech and startups, while
women-led SHGs are exporting
world-class products.

He described the state’s
flagship Subhadra Yojana as
a transformative initiative
that is empowering rural
women through small busi-
nesses. “This is not just a wel-
fare scheme — it is a mission
to make mothers financially
self-reliant,” he said. The pro-
gramme has already helped
create 17 lakh ‘Lakhpati Didis’,
and he expressed hope that it
would cultivate a culture of en-
trepreneurship among women
across the state.

Majhi praised Laghu Udyog
Bharati for its contribution to
Odisha’s industrial growth,

supporting over 980 industrial
units, generating employment
and strengthening the vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat. Globally,
he noted, 90 per cent of busi-
nesses and nearly 50 per cent
of jobs come from the MSME
sector. “Small businesses not
only contribute to the econo-
my — they enrich it,” he said.
The CM also welcomed
Laghu Udyog Bharati’s plan
to open a new office in Bhu-
baneswar, saying it would
further boost industry-govern-
ment cooperation at district
and grassroots levels.
Speaking at the event, MSME
Minister Gokulananda Mallik
said Odisha is rapidly evolving
into a major economic force. The
government is taking consistent
steps to promote local products,
strengthen MSMEs, support ar-
tisans and reinforce local supply
chains — changes he said will
transform Odisha’s industrial
landscape in the coming years.

MUSICAL CONCERT

0il Boards to promote
healthy lifestyle

Bhubaneswar: In a move aimed at
promoting healthy dietary habits and
curbing the rising burden of obesity
and non-communicable diseases, the
government has decided to display
informative oil boards across various
public institutions. In a letter to all

the Collectors, the Women & Child
Development Additional Secretary
Swayam Prava Mohanty informed that
there is an increased focus on promot-
ing healthy dietary habits among
children, adolescent girls, caregivers,
and the community. In this regard,

a decision has been taken to display
oil boards in various public forums.
The boards are to be installed in
Anganwadi Centres (AWCs), Child Care
Institutions (CCls), One Stop Centres,
Shakti Sadan, Sakhi Niwas, and other
residential institutions. Officials have
also been instructed to encourage
healthy food choices among visitors
and display health-promoting mes-
sages to reinforce behavioural change.
The cost of the initiative will be met
from the contingency funds of the
concerned institutions. A prototype of
the oil board has been provided to the
authorities for reference. Officials have
been directed to take immediate action
to ensure installation of the boards
across all targeted institutions.

Artistes perform classical
music in Swarabhishek’s
13th annual festival
‘Ragamanijari’ at Gita
Govinda Sadan in
Bhubaneswar, Sunday
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KISS confers honoris causa degrees

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: The 5th
Annual Convocation of the Ka-
linga Institute of Social Sciences
(KISS) was held Sunday, where
Honoris Causa degrees were con-
ferred on Bhartruhari Mahtab,
MP and Chairman, Prajatantra
Prachar Samity; Soumya Ran-

jan Patnaik, Founder-Editor of

The Sambad and former MP and
Jagadananda, Co-founder and
Mentor, CYSD.

The event was attended by
distinguished international lead-
ers, including Faizal Edavalath
Kottikollon, Founder & Chair-
man of KEF

¢l1 R6QG 6ANM
QRIS

Q@6@YY G1-IMI6 6QITQ TR 9
N@RIMP 60066 AARIG) 6QARS ARG

910 @MIR 9098

e 4ol K99 e
goRIe Q6@ QGG 6€rag

QRY gL

Holdings,
UAE, and
JM ‘Meenu’

DSPL-391

Malhotra DL, Chairman of Mal-
hotra Group PLC and Honorary
Consul General of India to New-
castle, UK, as guests of honour.

Chief guest Ganeshi Lal, for-
mer Governor of Odisha, praised
KIIT and KISS founder Dr.
Achyuta Samanta, calling his

5"Annual Convo

work “a monument for the world
to see.” He added, “Dr Samanta
teaches ‘die before you die’ —
the crux of the Gita.” Nobel
Laureate Ouided Bouchamaoui
of Tunisia lauded KISS and Dr.
Samanta for “not only build-
ing an institution but building

peace,” stressing that education
remains “the most effective tool
of peace and tranquility.” Upon
receiving the honour, Mahtab
described KISS as a “truly spe-
cial” institution and said its stu-
dents embody Odisha’s shakti.
“KISS brings innocent buds
and makes them bloom. I thank
Dr. Samanta for bringing these
young minds here and giving
them the gift of education,” he
said. International philanthro-
pist Faizal Kottikollon said, “Ed-
ucation is the only tool that can
transform a nation. Dr. Samanta
is a testament to what education
can do for society.”

Global business leader Malho-
tra said the honour would mo-
tivate him to contribute even
more to society.
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PRy MINISIRY OF LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT
i GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MADE EFFECTIVE

“The nation is proud of its workforce. Shramev Jayate! ,,
-Prime Minister, Narendra Modi

MODI GOVERNMENT’S GUARANTEE FOR

BUILDING AND OTHER CONSTRUCTION WORKERS

@ Minimum and timely wages for all workers

& Overtime work is now consent based with pay at double the
wage rate
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& Uniform national safety standards applicable
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@ Free annual health check-up for workers

& Provision of créche and canteen based on worker count

& Welfare benefits to migrant workers made portable

ARMINREE 660 K

https://echallan.parivahan.gov.in
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AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30:
Naveen Patnaik-led BJD Sun-
day said it will join other op-
position parties to demand a
detailed discussion on elector-
al transparency in the Winter
Session of the Parliament.

The Winter Session, which will
begin Monday, will conclude De-
cember 19. This Winter Session
has 15 sittings, which the opposi-
tion has claimed to be the shortest
in Parliamentary history.

“There has to be a detailed
discussion in the Parliament
on the electoral transparency
and silence of the Election Com-
mission on the matter. The BJD
will join other political parties
and hope that the EC come
good on it and such issues are
discussed, otherwise it is dan-
gerous for democracy,” senior
BJD leader Sasmit Patra told
PTI after attending an all-party
meeting in New Delhi.

“We have recently seen large-
scale electoral irregularities in
the Nuapada bypoll. The voter
turnout in Nuapada was over
80 per cent, which was outra-
geous. Such a high turnout
was never seen in the past,” he
claimed.

Patra said the BJD had ap-
proached the EC several times
on “electoral discrepancies”,
which allegedly happened in
the 2024 elections.

“However, the EC has been
completely silent on it. We want

Vocational teachers’
future in peril: Lenka

" POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: Indian
Youth Congress national gener-
al secretary and former state
president of Odisha Pradesh
Youth Congress Smruti Ran-
jan Lenka has raised serious
allegations of corruption and
favouritism within the Odisha
State Education and Promotion
Agency (OSEPA), warning that
the future of professional voca-
tional teachers in the state is
_under threat.

In arelease, Lenka criticised
the allocation of schools to pri-
vate companies, highlighting
that while over 110 companies
applied under the expression
of interest for new and existing
schools, only 21 were award-
ed. “Companies that per-
formed poorly and were pre-
viously blacklisted, received
more than 100 schools, while
high-performing companies
received fewer allocations,”
Lenka said, accusing OSEPA
officials of accepting money
from certain companies to
grant them undue favours.

The investigation reportedly
revealed that a committee, al-
legedly biased and influenced
by vested interests, had vio-
lated rules and facilitated
this favouritism. Lenka al-
leged that even departmental
transfers were manipulated
to protect officials involved
in corruption.

Lenka also raised concerns
over the plight of 2,122 vocation-
al teachers who have been serv-
ing in state schools since 2016.

Influencer
‘propaganda

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: Trou-
ble mounted for social media
(SM) influencer Subhankar
Mishra after a senior servitor
of Srimandir in Puri filed a
police complaint Sunday, ac-
cusing him of hurting the sen-
timents of Lord Jagannath’s
devotees.

In his complaint, Gourahari
Pradhan alleged, “For the past
few days, a social media in-
fluencer named Shubhankar
Mishra is trying to mislead to-
day’s youth by spreading pro-
paganda in the name of Lord
Jagannath’s temple, the spiri-
tual centre of crores of Odias."

Pradhan further alleged that
Mishra, in his social media
statement regarding the “curse
of Maa Radha Rani”, failed to
clarify from which Puranas or
authentic sources he derived
this claim.

“This is cheap publicity. I

)

BJD MPS WILL
ALSO RAISE
ISSUES RELATED
TO INFLATION,
UNEMPLOYMENT,
DEMAND FOR
SPECIAL CATEGORY
STATE STATUS,
AND RISING CRIMES
AGAINST WOMEN
AND CHILDREN

to know how such large voting
discrepancies happened in the
Lok Sabha and Assembly polls
in 2024, and also in the recent
Nuapada bypoll. We have se-
rious concerns relating to this
pattern. All these issues must
be discussed in the Parlia-
ment,” he said.

The BJD, which ruled Odi-
sha for a record 24 years, lost
power to the BJP in last year’s

downtown

BJD to raise poll irregularities

Assembly polls that were held
simultaneously with the Lok
Sabha elections.

The BJD, which is not part
of any coalition, has been crit-
icised by other opposition par-
ties for rescuing the BJP on cru-
cial legislation and elections by
providing unconditional sup-
port at the national level, even
as it opposed it in the state.

The party not only lost the
Assembly polls, but also failed
to win a single Lok Sabha seat
last year. It now has seven
members in the Rajya Sabha.

Patra also said that the BJD
would work towards strength-
ening federalism in the coun-
try. “We are a regional party
and have been focusing on
federalism. There is a need to
strengthen federalism in the
country,” he said.

Patra said the BJD MPs will
also raise in the House issues
related to inflation, unemploy-
ment, the demand for special
category state status for Odisha,
and rising crimes against wom-
en and children in the state.

He said cases of corruption in
the state, including the sub-in-
spector recruitment scam, will
be raised in the Parliament.

“The party will also de-
mand quick resolution of the
Polavaram and Mahanadi dis-
putes, doubling of the MSP on
paddy, revision of coal royalty
and establishment of AIIMS in
Sambalpur, Koraput and Bal-
asore,” he said.

Experts push for sustainable

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: The
26th Odisha Science and Envi-
ronment (Bigyan ‘O’ Paribesh)
Congress and the first Interna-
tional Conference on ‘Sustain-
able Green Frontiers’, jointly
organised by Orissa Environ-
mental Society (OES) and KIIT
University, concluded here Sun-
day after three days of intensive
deliberations on science, tech-
nology and sustainability.

Delivering the keynote ad-
dress on ‘SDGs: Science &
Technology Innovations’, for-
mer secretary to Government
of India Arun Kumar Rath
stressed the crucial role of sci-
entific research and technologi-
cal innovation in achieving the
United Nations’ 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and
169 global targets by 2030.

The plenary sessions wit-
nessed presentations from dis-
tinguished experts including
ITHR Bengaluru Director Tu-
sarkanti Behera, University of
Delhi Botany HoD Dinaband-
hu Sahoo, former GRIDCO MD
Trilochan Panda, Walter Luy-
ten from Katholieke University,
Belgium and OUTR VC Bibhuti
Bhusan Biswal who addressed

booked for

on Srimandir

strongly oppose such acts of
playing with the emotions of
millions of Jagannath devotees.
It is causing me mental and
physical distress. Any attempt
to spread slander in the name
of Mahaprabhu Jagannath will
not be tolerated,” he stated in
his complaint.

He urged the police to con-
duct a thorough investigation
into the matter and take strict
action against the guilty.

Meanwhile, Puri district Su-
perintendent of Police Prateek
Singh told media persons that
the FIR has been accepted and
a probe will follow.

Singh also stated that all
audio and video recordings of
Mishra’s statements will be
gathered.

Legal advice will be sought,
and inputs from the Shree
Jagannath Temple Adminis-
tration (SJTA) will also be ob-
tained as part of a comprehen-
sive investigation.

tech solutions to achieve SDGs

diverse thematic areas of SDGs.

A panel discussion on ‘Sci-
ence and Technology Innova-
tions — Challenges and Pros-
pects’, chaired by former NIT
Rourkela director Sunil Sa-
rangi, featured Subhranshu
Bhusan Ray, Binod Chandra
Choudhury, Nisith Kumar Mo-
hanty and Gopal Chandra Kun-
du. Another session on ‘SDGs:
Solving Global Challenges’,
chaired by former VC Pradeep
K Chand, included Sarat Ku-
mar Palita, Dukhabandhu Sa-
hoo and Amit Krishna De.

At the valedictory ceremony,
presided over by OES working
president Jayakrushna Pani-
grahi, chief guest and Central
University of Tamil Nadu for-
mer VC Padma Shri Aditya
Prasad Dash highlighted the
urgent need to accelerate S&T-
based interventions to meet the
2030 SDG deadline. Guest of
honour Bibhuti Bhusan Biswal
echoed the call for collaborative
scientific progress.

On the occasion, Dash was
honoured with the ‘Excellence
in Life Sciences Award’ for his
significant lifetime contribu-
tions to research. Best Paper
Presentation awards were also
presented to young researchers.
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REPRESENTING CULTURE: Artistes perform tribal dance at Kalanjali Lokakala Mohatsva 2025 at Bhanjakala Mandap in Bhubaneswar, Sunday pic: sikask Navak
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Dy CM distributes certified seed potato at Athagarh

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Nov 30: With an aim
to promote quality seed avail-
ability, strengthen potato pro-
duction, and support farmers
with improved planting ma-
terial for the upcoming Rabi
season, Deputy Chief Minister
Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo dis-
tributed certified seed potato to
farmers, under the scheme ‘De-
velopment of Potato, Vegetable
& Spices’, at Jagamohanpur,
Keutapada and Dhurushia in
Athagarh Sunday.

Gracing the occasion as
chief guest Deputy Chief Min-
ister addressed the gathering,
emphasising state’s focus on
increasing potato productiv-
ity, reducing dependence on

Odisha to bring separate
cow protection law: Min

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: The
state government is seriously
considering bringing a separate
cow-protection law to shut down
illegal slaughterhouses and cow
smuggling, Law Minister Prithi-
viraj Harichadan said Saturday
adding that a clear picture in
this regard is likely to emerge
in the next Assembly session.
After holding discussions with
a delegation which had staged
hunger strike at Lower PMG in
City, demanding cow protection,
Minister Harichandan said that
the sentiments of every citizen
of our country towards the holy
cow will never be allowed to be
hurt. “Under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the strong leadership of Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi,
the double-engine government in
QOdisha is seriously committed to
cow protection,” he added.
Members of the delegation
included the chief whip Saroj
Kumar Pradhan, Ekamra-Bhu-
baneswar MLA Babu Singh, Dha-
ramsala MLLA Himanshu Shekhar
Sahu, Bhadrak MLA Sitanshu
Shekhar Mohapatra, Mahakalapa-
da MLA Durga Prasanna Nayak
along with other representatives.

imports and strengthening ag-
ricultural supply chain. Singh
Deo also reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment for sup-
porting farmers through vari-
ous schemes and interventions.
At the outset upon arrival all
the guests, officials and partic-
ipants listened to the ‘Man ki
Baat Address’ by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. Delivering

SAI UNWIND

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: Over
25,000 visitors participated at
one of India’s largest student-led
cultural festivals UNWIND 2025,
organised by SAI International
Education Group. The 17th edi-
tion, themed ‘Limitless Beyond:
Reach the Stars!’, turned the
campus into a vibrant space of
creativity, energy, and learning,
led by the fest’s mascot, Kung
Fu Panda, symbolising courage,
joy, and determination.

Conceptualised and exe-
cuted by students of Class XI
Commerce and Humanities,
UNWIND continues the vi-
sion of festival founder Late
Bijaya Kumar Sahoo. The
event promotes experiential
learning, fostering creativity,
confidence, entrepreneur-
ship, and emotional intelli-
gence beyond textbooks.

The festival was inau-
gurated by NALCO Chair-
man-cum-Managing Director
Bijendra Pratap Singh, who
praised the students for their
leadership and innovation. He
urged them to embrace resil-
ience, adaptability, and perse-
verance, sharing the inspiring
story of Tenzing Norgay and Sir
Edmund Hillary as a remind-

Rally against Gadakana dump yard Dec 2

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: The
‘Save Sainik School, Remove
Gadakana Garbage Dump’ cam-
paign has announced an aware-
ness rally December 2, marking
National Pollution Control Day.

The rally will be held de-
manding the immediate shut-
down of the long-running gar-
bage dumping yard at Gadakana.

The decision was taken at a
crucial meeting of the campaign
held Saturday. According to the
organisers, residents of the af-
fected areas, social activists, lo-
cal public representatives, and
several prominent citizens will
participate in the rally.

The rally will commence
from Sainik School Gadaka-
na and proceed to the statue
of Veer Surendra Sai, where
floral tributes will be offered
before concluding. Worthwhile
to mention here that during
discussions with the campaign
representatives, Housing and
Urban Development department
Principal Secretary, Usha Pad-

hee, had reportedly assured that
the Gadakana dump yard would
be completely closed soon. How-
ever, campaign leaders pointed
out those similar assurances
had been given previously with-
out any implementation.

They stressed that only
strong public pressure and
mass awareness can compel the
administration to act decisively.

It is pertinent to mention
here that, for over 23 years,
the Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has been
dumping hundreds of truck-
loads of waste daily at the Ga-
dakana site, making the entire
locality toxic with foul odours.
Waste processing units — in-
cluding windrow composting,
micro-composting  centers,
recycling plants, and effluent
treatment systems — are oper-

ating in densely populated res-
idential areas without proper
approval from the Pollution
Control Board, campaign mem-
bers alleged.

Despite being located adjacent
to Sainik School, and in close
proximity to several educational
institutions including universi-
ties, RRL, and Kendriya Vidy-
alaya, the dumping operations
have continued unchecked. Res-
idents within a 7-km radius are
reportedly suffering from severe
health hazards and unbearable
living conditions.

Campaign members accused
the authorities of overlooking
the significant environmental
and health risks, calling the
Pollution Control Board’s in-
action “deeply irresponsible”.

The meeting was attended by
Basudev Bhatt, Dilip Dash Shar-
ma, Ashok Paikaray, Prasanna
Bisoyi, Bhikshakari Tripathy,
Lalat Keshari Jena, Chintamani
Barik, Sandipta Dash, Jayasurya
Kanungo, Sarada Prasad Dash,
Shankarshan Barik, and Saty-
abrata Mohanty, among others.

the welcome address, Horticul-
ture Director Kalunge Gorakh
Waman highlighted the sig-
nificance of high quality seed
distribution in boosting potato
production and productivity
across the state and ensuring
farmers welfare.

Athagarh MLA Ranendra
Pratap Swain encouraged farm-
ers to adopt the high yielding

er that “failures are stepping
stones to success”.

Speaking on the occasion, SAI
International chairperson Silpi
Sahoo said, “UNWIND 2025 show-
cases the boundless potential of
our students, shaping future-ready
leadersrooted in values, empathy,
and global excellence.”

As part of the inaugura-
tion, chief guest presented the
Business & Humanities Model
Awards and toured student-led
stalls, appreciating their entre-
preneurial spirit. UNWIND is
also philanthropic, with pro-
ceeds supporting the ‘Bijaya
Kumar Sahoo 100 Libraries
Project’, aimed at building li-
braries for government and
private school students in Bhu-

2025 draws over 23k visitors

varieties of certified seed potato
and improved cultivation prac-
tices in order to have enhanced
production.

OSSC MD Niti Ranjan Sen
addressed the gathering and
elaborated on the corporation’s
efforts in timely supply of certi-
fied seed potato to meet farmer
demand across the state.

As of the official record of the
department, 1,40,000 quintals of
seed potato has been dispatched
and 91,633 quintals of seed pota-
to has been distributed among
farmers in different districts.

In Cuttack, the government
plans to cover 800 hectare for
potato cultivation during
Rabi season out of which 270
hectare will be covered in
Athgarh sub-division.
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baneswar and Cuttack.

As part of the ceremony, 30
students from ‘Palli Unnayan
Seva Samiti’, a residential
school for underprivileged
children, were invited to expe-
rience the fest and gifted books
under the library project.

Visitors enjoyed a wide range
of activities, including global
gourmet experience, E-Sports
battle zone, heritage ensemble
stage, family play arcade, ex-
plorers’ action park, flash mobs,
carnival rides, and a celebrity
gala evening. The day concluded
with high-energy performances
by renowned bands ‘Bullet’ and
‘Bohemians’, leaving a lasting
impression of creativity, collab-
oration, and youthful spirit.
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Maternal death leads to
tension at Keonjhar DHH

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Nov 30: Tension
flared at the Keonjhar district
headquarters hospital (DHH)
following the death of a woman
after childbirth allegedly due to
medical negligence in the ma-
ternity ward. Family members
of the deceased, supported by
local residents, staged a pro-
test Sunday demanding strict
action against the attending
doctor and hospital staff.

According to sources, Pinky
Sahu of Turumunga village
under Turumunga police lim-
its was admitted to the hospi-
tal Saturday evening after she
went into labour. After 6pm,
gynaecologist Padmalochan
Mohanta reportedly performed
a caesarean section and Pinky
delivered a girl child.

Family members said that
after midnight, Pinky com-
plained of severe pain, but they
were unable to locate the doctor
on duty. Despite repeated ap-
peals, staff members and nurs-
es allegedly did not respond to
the situation. Around 2am, the
woman died.

Accusing the hospital staff of

negligence, the family refused
to take possession of the body
and demanded an explanation
from the concerned doctor.
The situation remained tense
for several hours as relatives
and local residents continued
their demonstration in front
of the ward.

Upon receiving information,
Town police and Additional
Chief District Medical Officer
(ACDMO) PK Mishra reached
the hospital and held discus-
sions with the aggrieved fami-
ly. However, they insisted that
strict action be taken against
the doctor and the staff re-
sponsible. Later, the victim’s
husband, Anand Prusty, lodged
a complaint at the Town police
station. Police registered a case,

seized the body and sent it for
post-mortem examination. The
family has demanded action
within three days, warning of
further protests in front of the
CDMO office if their demands
are not met. CDMO Dr BB
Mishra stated that appropriate
action would be taken after the
inquiry. Town police inspector
Shrikanta Sahu confirmed that
an investigation is underway
and legal action would follow
if the doctor or hospital staff
is found responsible.

Meanwhile, locals alleged
that caesarean procedures
have become frequent at the
hospital, with patients being
charged more than 5,000 in
many cases. Despite repeat-
ed complaints, they claim no
inquiry has been carried out.
Residents also pointed to short-
ages of doctors, a non-function-
al senior citizen and disability
medicine counter, and the lack
of ultrasound services.

Demanding immediate in-
tervention, residents urged the
Chief Minister to review the
hospital’s conditions and ensure
stricter oversight to prevent fur-
ther untoward incidents.

Fire breaks out on
cargo ship, doused

Paradip: A fire broke out on a
cargo ship docked in Paradip

Port while loading of thermal

coal, officials said Sunday. The
blaze erupted at 12.55am while
thermal coal was being loaded onto
Eco Colonel Monorvia through a
conveyor belt at Chennai Radha
berth, they said. The ship was then
brought to the CQ-2 berth and the
coal was removed from the ship and
water sprinkled on the hot coal by
fire service personnel, the officials
said, adding it was doused at 2.10am.
Fire services officials suspect that
the blaze erupted as water was

not sprinkled on the coal before
loading it. “The blaze has been
doused completely. An investigation
is underway to find out the reason
behind the incident,” Paradip Port’s
traffic manager G Edison said.

37 Maoists surrender
in Dantewada district

Malkangiri: As many as 37
Maoists surrendered Sunday
before police in Dantewada district
of neighbouring Chhattisgarh,
officials said. The surrender took
place during a formal event at the
Dantewada district police office

in the presence of the DIG and the
SP. Twenty seven of those who
surrendered carried a combined
bounty of %65 lakh, police said.
Officials said sustained combing
operations and recent encounters
have triggered unrest within Maoist
ranks, weakening the organisation.

Couple solmenises marriage by taking oath on Constitution

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, Nov 30: A couple
solemnised their marriage in
Berhampur by taking an oath
on the Constitution. They do-
nated blood on the occasion and
also urged the guests to do so.
Preetipanna Mishra (40) and

B Bhanu Teja (43) Friday ex-
changed garlands and took an
~oath tolead a new life together.
The couple and several other
guests donated blood, and 18

units were collected.

Mishra hails from Berham-
pur and works as a system ana-
lyst in a private firm in Hyder-
abad; while Teja, who is from
Andhra Pradesh’s Kakinada, is
a scientist in another company
in Bangalore. They had met at
a seminar in the Telangana
capital a few years ago.

Mishra’s mother Bidyutpra-
bha Rath, a retired government
employee and an Odia novel
writer, took the initiative.

Rath, who had also conducted
her son’s wedding in 2019 in a
similar manner after convinc-
ing the bride’s mother, reached
out to Teja’s parents and they
agreed.

The Constitution is a holy
book for every Indian. It is
essential that the people know
about the ideals enshrined in
it, she added.

Mishra hoped that their
unique wedding ceremony
would inspire others.

Humanist Rationalist Organ-
isation (HRO), which extended
its helping hand to organise
the marriage, also hoped more
young couples would come for-
ward to get married without
considering caste, horoscope
and dowry.

HRO’s Ganjam unit secre-
tary K Nandeshu Senapati
said that at least five such mar-
riages have been solemnised
in Berhampur in the
last five years.

Another elephant dies
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Nilagiri, Nov 30: At a time
when back-to-back elephant
deaths in Kuldiha Wildlife
Sanctuary under Balasore dis-
trict have raised serious con-
cern, forest officials Sunday
morning discovered yet anoth-
er elephant carcass in a highly
decomposed state after a gap of
barely a month.

According to officials, for-
est personnel were on routine
patrol when they spotted the
carcass near Parbati Kunda
creek in Babandh beat under
Panchalingeswar section.

Authorities estimate that
more than 85 elephants current-
ly inhabit the Kuldiha sanctu-
ary. Preliminary findings sug-
gest the elephant, believed to be
over eight years old, may have
died five to six days ago.

Forest officials suspect that
the elephant may have died af-
ter falling from a rocky height

in Kuldiha sanctuary

i, e
during a fight within the herd.
A specialised team from the
Forest department and a vet-
erinary surgeon are expected
to reach the site Monday to
conduct a post-mortem exam-
ination. The exact cause of
death will be confirmed only
after the autopsy report is re-
leased, said Balasore Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) Prafulla
Kumar Mallik.

Upon receiving information,
DFO Mallik, Assistant Conser-
vator of Forests Tatini Sethi,
Kuldiha Ranger Subrat Kumar
Behera and Panchalingeswar
Forester climbed to the hilltop
location to conduct a prelimi-
nary inquiry.

A series of elephant deaths
in the sanctuary has alarmed
wildlife enthusiasts and res-
idents living near the forest.
Locals criticised the Forest
department, alleging adminis-
trative failure and inadequate
protection for elephants.

3 bankers among 4
held for cyber fraud

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Nov 30: Police Sun-
day busted a well-organised cy-
ber fraud racket operating in Ro-
urkela and nearby areas as they
arrested four people, including
three employees of private banks.
According to police, the
gang opened bank accounts of
unsuspecting individuals and
used those for illegal financial
transactions. Earlier this month,
the Crime Branch shared a list
of around 1,200 such suspicious
bank accounts with Rourkela po-
lice. During the investigation, po-
lice arrested one suspect, whose
interrogation led to the identifi-
cation of three bank employees
allegedly involved in the scheme.
All four accused have been
arrested. They were identified
as Ajay Saha of ITI Shantinagar
under Raghunathpali police
limits, Indusind Bank sales em-
ployee Sitanshu Swain, 35, Ko-
tak Mahindra Bank employee
Sibashankar Pattnaik, 32, and
former IndusInd Bank employee
and current Mahindra Finance
staffer Prabhanjan Nayak, 26.
Police seized a large number
of scanned Aadhaar and PAN
cards, ATM cards, passbooks,
cheque books and mobile
phones from their possession.
A case (27/25) has been regis-
tered, and the accused were
produced in court Sunday.

Illegal arms making unit busted; 2 held

Nayagarh: Police have busted an illegal arms manufacturing unit in Nayagarh district and arrested two persons
in this connection, an officer said Sunday. The accused were identified as Prasanna Biswal, 45, of Jakeda village
under Godipada police outpost and Sarankul police limits, and Tophan Nayak, 21, of Baunshagadia village under
Ranpur police limits. They were produced in the court and remanded to judicial custody in Nayagarh jail after their
bail pleas were rejected Sunday. Based on specific inputs, a team of Ranpur police station and Darpanarayanpur
police outpost in the district conducted a raid on a house at Jakeda village Saturday evening and busted the illegal
arms manufacturing unit, said Nayagarh SP S Susree at a presser held here Sunday. The breakthrough came when
Ranpur police and their Darpanarayanpur outpost counterparts led by Inspector Dharmendra Sial were conducting
routine patrolling at Baunshagadia Square Saturday evening. Meanwhile, Nayak was passing through the route

on his bike (OD 25L 9196). On suspicion, police detained him and seized a country-made gun and his bike during
verification. When asked, he failed to show license and even threatened the police of dire consequences. Later,

he admitted to have bought the gun from Biswal at Jakeda village. Based on his information, police raided the
house of Biswal and busted the illegal gun manufacturing unit. The raid unnerved Biswal as he attacked an S|

and threatened to kill the policemen. He was soon overpowered and police seized a country-made gun and other
accessories used in weapon manufacturing from his possession. A case has been registered and strict legal action
initiated against the accused persons, the SP said.
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We must watch over our
thoughts. A bad thought
is the most dangerous
of thieves.

THE MOTHER

Credibility Loss

has assigned a ‘C’ grade to India’s national accounts statistics —a

In its latest annual review, the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

category that includes crucial economic indicators such as the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and the Gross Value Added (GVA).
Grade ‘C’ is the second-lowest rating and signals that the data has
shortcomings significant enough to hinder accurate economic as-
sessment. The IMF’s downgrade has revived the debate over whether
India’s economic statistics truly reflect the state of the economy or
whether structural gaps and methodological issues are distorting the
whole picture. Ironically, just days after this IMF review, the National
Statistics Office (NSO) came with the quarterly GDP numbers. Accord-
ing to NSO data, the Indian economy grew by a higher-than-expected
8.2 per cent -- a six-quarter high — in the second quarter (July to Sep-
tember) of the current financial year.
It is pertinent to note here that over the past decade, India’s GDP
numbers have increasingly come under scrutiny from economists,
global institutions, and investors, triggering a larger debate about
the reliability of official data released by the country. The NSO data
on GDP released every quarter has been constantly placing India as
the world’s “fastest growing” major economy. Despite this, foreign
investors are shunning India. Over the last 21 months, foreign insti-
tutional investors (FIIs) have pulled out a whopping Rs 3.19 lakh crore
from Indian equities, evidencing a sustained trend of foreign capital
exit. Also, the high unemployment levels and sluggish private capital
investment do not jell with the robust GDP numbers. Indians living
in India are surely experiencing the slowest grinding economy the
country has ever seen.
According to the IMF’s Article IV assessment, India’s national ac-
counts are published regularly and on time, and they offer a reasonable
level of detail. However, the Fund notes the presence of important
“methodological weaknesses” that hamper effective surveillance of
the economy. The IMF’s concerns extend well beyond GDP estimates.
India’s main inflation gauge — the Consumer Price Index (CPI) — has
been given a ‘B’ grade. While CPI data is released monthly, and with
minimal delay, the IMF argues that the index is based on an outdated
structure. The base year, the basket of items, and the expenditure
weights have not been updated since 2011-12. This implies that the
index may no longer reflect contemporary consumption patterns as
aresult of which inflation readings may not accurately capture the
lived experience of consumers. Perhaps this explains why the govern-
ment gives inflation figures in single digits even as a majority of the
country’s population experiences that the cost of living is unbearably
_high and increasing on a daily basis. Everything, from essentials to
healthcare to recreational activities, has become exorbitantly expen-

sive and beyond reach of common citizens.

India has also delayed its all-important Census by six years. While
the last Census was conducted in 2011, the next one was scheduled for
2021. But it has been postponed, initially due to the CoVID-19 pandemic
and subsequently because of administrative and technical issues. The
government has now scheduled the Census for 2026-27. Such inordinate
delay in vital data release could lead to policy paralysis.

Accurate, credible and timely data is critical for any economy, but
for a developing economy like India, it is all the more essential. Reli-
able data is the foundation on which investors, policymakers, business-
es, and global institutions make decisions. When data is inaccurate,
inconsistent, or lacks transparency, the entire system suffers. Hotmail
cofounder Sabeer Bhatia recently said that India is calculating its

_GDP wrong. “The whole country is lying, our GDP is all wrong,” he
remarked, illustrating flaws in calculation calling it basic math.

If India aspires to become a developed economy our government
and policymakers must, first of all, understand that credibility is the
strongest currency. Political considerations must not be allowed to
hamper truth to come to light. Sadly this country today cannot boast
of any institution that is independent, impartial and unbiased. Re-
placing a single individual with another person seems to successfully
pervert all the output of any organization. That is making all current
data suspect in India of today. A country that is forced to offer 60%
of its population free rice and parties in power offer small amounts
of money as sops to attract votes shows the real picture about the
nation’s economy.

WISDOM CORNER

‘ Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to
success. If you love what you are doing, you will be successful.

ALBERT SCHWEITZER

“ It's in responsibility that most people find the meaning that
sustains them through life. It's not in happiness. It's not in
impulsive pleasure.

JORDAN PETERSON

“ The more in harmony with yourself you are, the more joyful
you are and the more faithful you are. Faith is not to
disconnect you from reality - it connects you to reality.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

PAULO COELHO

M 1761: Marie Tussaud, the founder of Madame Tussaud's museum of wax
figures, was born in France.

Il 1825: Russian Emperor Alexander | died unexpectedly in southern Russia.

Il 1913: The world's first moving assembly line debuted, used in
manufacturing Model Ts at a Ford factory in Highland Park, Michigan; the
innovation was the idea of owner Henry Ford, and it revolutionized the auto

industry.

Il 1918: The Kingdom of Iceland was established with the signing of the Act
of Union with Denmark. The act recognized Iceland as a sovereign state
under a common monarch with Denmark, and the Kingdom lasted until
1944 when a national referendum created the Republic of Iceland.

W 1925: Germany, France, Belgium, Great Britain, and Italy signed the Pact
of Locarno, a series of agreements intended to guarantee peace in western

Europe.

W 1943: Tehran Conference ends. The Tehran Conference between the US,
the UK, and the Soviet Union ended with the three countries deciding to
open up a second front against Germany in France, and the Soviet Union

agreeing to

declare war against Japan.

Il 1955: Rosa Parks's refusal to relinquish her bus seat. This day in 1955, in
violation of segregation laws in Montgomery, Alabama, Rosa Parks refused
to surrender her bus seat to a white passenger and was arrested, sparking
a 381-day bus boycott led by Martin Luther King, Jr.

Il 1959: The Antarctic Treaty was signed by 12 countries, making the
Antarctic continent a demilitarized zone to be preserved for scientific

research.
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TRUMP’S CRONY DIPLOMACY

e

Federico Fubini

/f"". \\1
e B3
- v

ke =

IN OMAN,
QATAR, AND
SAUDI ARABIA,
AS WELL AS

IN VIETNAM,
THE TRUMP
ORGANIZATION
HAS CUT
DEALS WORTH
BILLIONS OF
DOLLARS WITH
SOVEREIGN
WEALTH
FUNDS AND
PRIVATE LOCAL
INVESTORS

he most shocking
feature of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
28-point peace plan for
UKkraine is not its explicit and
extreme bias toward Russia,
exemplified by the recognition
of Russian sovereignty over oc-
cupied (and even unoccupied)
Ukrainian territory and the
diktat to downsize Ukraine’s
military radically. Rather, it
is that the plan was devised by
three operatives — two Amer-
ican, one Russian - whose
experience lies in business,
not diplomacy, and whose
main qualification appears
to be their close personal and
financial connections to their
respective countries’ leaders.
On the US side, the plan’s
main author was special envoy
Steve Witkoff — a billionaire
real-estate developer, crypto-
currency mogul, and longtime
Trump crony, who has emerged
as the president’s go-to advis-
er on sensitive global issues.
Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kush-
ner was reportedly also involved
in the plan’s creation, albeit to
a lesser extent. Despite lacking
any formal government author-
ity, Kushner has regularly been
enlisted by Trump to work on
matters of war and peace.
Russia’s main representa-
tive, Kirill Dmitriev, similarly
lacks any official foreign-policy
authority or diplomatic creden-
tials, but is a close ally of Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin.
Dmitriev is not your typical Pu-
tin crony. The head of Russia’s
sovereign wealth fund, he got
his start not in the KGB, but as
a 14-year-old exchange student
in the United States during the
hopeful years of Mikhail Gor-
bachev. He went on to study at
Stanford and Harvard, gradu-
ating to positions at McKinsey
and Goldman Sachs. But his
most important “qualification”
is not listed on his résumeé: his
marriage to television present-
er Natalia Popova, a close friend
and business partner of Putin’s
daughter, Katerina Tikhonova.
Witkoff, Kushner, and Dmi-
triev are what the social an-
thropologist Janine Wedel calls
“transactors”: players who op-

SPECTRUM | ECONOMY

Consumption-driven

 Shivaji Sarkar

AS LONG AS
GOLD IMPORTS
CONTINUE
UNCHECKED,
INDIA’S CURRENT
ACCOUNT DEFICIT
WILL REMAIN
UNDER PRESSURE

ndia is in a gold loop.
ISwiss refineries and In-
dian consumers are weak-
ening the rupee. The country’s
import appetite now threatens
its macroeconomic stability.
India’s external vulnerabili-
ty widens with gold, gadgets
and a slipping rupee. The
newly ratified India-EFTA
Trade and Economic Partner-
ship Agreement is expected to
deepen trade and investment
ties with Switzerland. Yet
the irony is stark: India’s ex-
ports to Switzerland remain
negligible. In 2024-25, India
exported barely $1.51 billion
worth of goods to Switzerland
while importing $22.4 billion,
generating one of its most
lopsided bilateral trade defi-
cits. The imbalance is driven
almost entirely by gold, which
forms the overwhelming bulk
of Swiss exports to India. Over
the last four years, trade with
Switzerland has grown at a
modest CAGR of 4.62%, but
the structure remains funda-
mentally skewed, reflecting a
high-value, high-dependency
import pattern and minimal
Indian presence in Swiss
markets.
This imbalance feeds into a
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In April, Pakistan’s government signed a
controversial investment deal with World
Liberty Financial, a cryptocurrency firm
majority-owned by the Trump family, whose
CEO is Witkoff’s son, Zach

erate on both flanks of the pub-
lic-private divide and advance, in
collusion with players from the
opposite side, personal agendas
that supersede their countries’
interests or objectives. Theirlack
of formal credentials isnot a bug
but a feature, as it allows them to
shift roles easily and act in nim-
ble and unconventional ways.

The crony-style machinations
behind the Ukraine peace plan
are apparent in leaked tran-
scripts of a phone call in which
Witkoff appears to be advising
a Russian official on how Putin
should pitch a deal to Trump. In
another call, Dmitriev is heard
advising the same official to
present “maximum” demands,
an approach that is clearly re-
flected in the 28-point plan Dmi-
triev later drafted with Witkoff
and Kushner in Miami.

For the US, this crony diplo-
macy is more than a departure
from tradition; it is a renunci-
ation of it. The US has highly
experienced and meticulously
structured diplomatic and in-
telligence services. Yet, under
Trump, entrusting the leader’s
family and friends to handle is-
sues of national concern — with
no accountability or transparen-
cy — has become the norm. The
problem with this approach is
apparent from the outcomes:
never before have US negotia-
tors acquiesced to such brazen
demands, with such weighty
consequences, as Kushner and

much larger macroeconomic
problem: India’s persistently
large trade deficits and rapid-
ly rising external debt, both of
which exert continuous, struc-
tural downward pressure on the
rupee. As imports surge—espe-
cially crude oil, gold, electron-
ics, chemicals, medical devices,
and other high-value consumer
and industrial goods—the de-
mand for dollars rises, weak-
ening the rupee and widening
the current account deficit. The
deterioration in the balance of
payments is no longer just a sta-
tistical challenge; it is actively
shaping investor sentiment.
Foreign direct investment,
once a bright spot, has been
sluggish. Meanwhile, foreign
portfolio investors pulled out
$16 billion during the year,
further amplifying the rupee’s
decline. The depreciation then
sets off a reinforcing loop: a
weaker rupee makes imports
costlier, fuels inflationary
pressures, and complicates
debt servicing for both the
government and corporates
holding dollar-denominated
loans. Against this backdrop,
the unchecked rise in non-es-
sential imports is becoming
economically untenable. India

Witkoff have. Of course, pre-
vious US presidents have em-
braced informal diplomacy. In
the run-up to World War I, Pres-
ident Woodrow Wilson had his
friend Colonel Edward House
act as his “agent” in talks with
European leaders. In the 1990s,
President Bill Clinton’s admin-
istration effectively outsourced
its economic policy toward Rus-
sia to a small group of Harvard
economists who enjoyed the
trust of then-Treasury Deputy
Secretary Larry Summers.
But the shortcomings of this
approach were apparent even
then. Some of those handpicked
Harvard economists violated
ethics guidelines by investing in
Russian securities while they ad-
vised Boris Yeltsin’s government
on privatization. (The university
later paid a large settlement to
the Department of Justice.) In
the Trump administration’s case,
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
had to be called in to reassure
Ukrainian and European leaders,
who were outraged by the Dmi-
triev-Witkoff draft “peace” plan.
But Trump is not about to
second-guess his embrace of
crony diplomacy. Through-
out his political career, and
especially since his return to
the White House in January,
Trump has overtly disdained
ethics, accountability, and re-
liability, viewing his office as
a tool to expand his personal
wealth. While the details of

Trump’s business dealings re-
main opaque, self-enrichment
may well be the through line of
Trump’s foreign policy — a pat-
tern that authoritarian leaders
around the world have undoubt-
edly noticed.

In April, Pakistan’s govern-
ment signed a controversial
investment deal with World
Liberty Financial, a cryptocur-
rency firm majority-owned by
the Trump family, whose CEO
is Witkoff’s son, Zach. Around
the same time, Trump intro-
duced his “reciprocal tariffs,”
under which Pakistan received
better treatment than many
others, including India. In July,
the Trump administration an-
nounced that it had reached a
trade agreement with Pakistan.

In Oman, Qatar, and Saudi
Arabia, as well as in Vietnam,
the Trump Organization has cut
deals worth billions of dollars
with sovereign wealth funds and
private local investors. Moreover,
Kushner’s Miami-based invest-
ment fund received billions of
dollars from the Qatari and Saudi
sovereign wealth funds, and from
aprominent member of Abu Dha-
bi’s ruling Al-Nahyan family.

It is impossible to know what
kinds of business deals Trump
and his cronies will strike follow-
ing a Ukraine peace deal, but the
Dmitriev-Witkoff pact —- which
stipulates that the US will lead
“efforts to rebuild and invest in
Ukraine” - suggests that they
will be lucrative. Trump-linked
US firms may already be making
deals in Russia. While Trump’s
quest for enrichment is undeni-
able, it would be simplistic to say
that this is the only reason he
prefers informal operators and
unconventional approaches. It
is in the nature of personalist
regimes to eschew experienced
officials and established state
institutions, in favour of “out-
siders” who are loyal to the
leader above all. The longer this
goes on, the weaker America’s
democratic infrastructure will
become, and the more unhinged
its foreign policy will become.

The writer is
editor-at-large at
Corriere della Sera.
©PROJECT SYNDICATE

import surge

continues to import large vol-
umes of gold, silver, consumer
electronics, gadgets, luxury
goods, footwear, plastics, furni-
ture, and premium food items—
products that do little to en-
hance productivity or support
export competitiveness. Much
of this consumption is driven
by affluent urban households,
yet the macroeconomic burden
is borne by the entire economy.

The policy inconsistency on
gold is particularly striking.
Despite being one of the biggest
drains on foreign exchange, gold
was conspicuously excluded
from the latest round of selective
duty hikes—much to the relief of
the India Bullion and Jewellers
Association. The bullion trade
has deep historical roots in the
Gujarati business community,
with major refiners such as the
Gujarat Bullion Refinery play-
ing a central role. Switzerland,
the world’s gold-refining hub,
remains India’s dominant sup-
plier. As long as gold imports
continue unchecked, India’s
current account deficit will re-
main under pressure.

It is time for the government to
confront this reality with great-
er urgency. India needs a clear,
assertive policy framework that

links non-essential imports to ex-
port performance, ensuring that
domestic consumption patterns
do not erode macroeconomic
stability. A phased strategy to
expand export manufacturing,
enhance competitiveness, and
shift export composition toward
high-value sectors is essential.

The broader challenge is
structural and longstanding.
India’s export base remains
narrow and heavily dependent
on low-value goods—pharma-
ceutical generics, textiles, pet-
rochemicals, and agricultural
products—while its import
appetite, particularly for elec-
tronics, gold, and capital goods,
continues to outpace domestic
production capabilities. With-
out deliberate, targeted action,
this gap will only widen, mak-
ing the country more dependent
on external financing.

India’s growth story remains
compelling, but it cannot rest on
GDP numbers alone. Unless the
country reins in its consump-
tion-driven import surge and
realigns its trade strategy with
long-term economic priorities,
the burden on the rupee, the
debt profile, and the country’s
external stability will deepen.
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Fight against HIV

Sir, World AIDS Day, observed every year on 1 December, serves as a re-
minder of the global commitment to strengthening awareness, prevention,
and care related to HIV/AIDS. India’s response in this area has grown re-
markably over the decades, supported by expanded testing and treatment
services, wider ART (Antiretroviral Therapy) availability, Mission Sam-
park, Universal Viral Load Monitoring, and the rights-based protections
introduced through NACP, NACO, and the HIV and AIDS (Prevention and
Control) Act of 2017. These measures have helped build a strong public-health
foundation that reaches communities across both urban and rural regions.
Reflecting the 2025 global theme—*“Overcoming disruption, transforming the
AIDS response”—India continues to focus on resilient, inclusive strategies
to address the evolving needs of people living with or vulnerable to HIV.
Community-centred initiatives, digital health platforms, and grassroots
partnerships are strengthening the national response, even as challenges
like stigma, delayed diagnosis, treatment adherence issues, and vulnerabil-
ities among high-risk and migrant populations require sustained attention.
Together, these efforts and realities underscore the progress achieved so
far and the continued commitment needed to reach the 2030 goal of ending

AIDS as a public health threat.

Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD

Choreographed camaraderie

Sir, The ostensible rapprochement between
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
and Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
during their choreographed breakfast en-
counter is merely a transient, optics-driven
construct engineered by the Congress high
command to pre-empt further public ignomi-
ny. Beneath the carefully curated bonhomie
persists an unresolved and increasingly com-
bustible contest for supremacy that continues
to destabilise the state’s political equilibrium.
This tactical interlude serves only to momen-
tarily obscure the deeper leadership disequi-
librium roiling the party in Karnataka. Ab-
sent a coherent and amicable resolution, the
latent rivalry threatens to re-escalate with
destabilising consequences for governance in
the state. For now, the détente remains brittle,

superficial, and inherently unsustainable.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE
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Hornbill Festival to open today

Celebrated since 2000, the Hornbill festival is an annual tourism promotional event of the state government and has grown
into Nagaland’s largest cultural event, envisioned to promote the traditions of all Naga tribes while boosting tourism

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kohima, Nov 30: Nagaland
is fully prepared to host the
10-day Hornbill Festival, in
which six country partners
will participate, Tourism min-
ister Temjen Imna Along said
Sunday.

Briefing media on prepara-
tions for the 26th edition of
the Hornbill festival at a press
conference here, the minister
said the celebration will open
December 1, coinciding with
Nagaland Statehood Day.

Celebrated since 2000, the
Hornbill festival is an annual
tourism promotional event of
the state government and has
grown into Nagaland’s largest
cultural event, envisioned to
promote the traditions of all
Naga tribes while boosting
tourism.

It is the coming together of
all the tribes of the state under
one roof in Kisama, some 12 km
south of the state capital on the
NH-29, Kohima-Imphal road.

Over the years, it has evolved
into an international platform,
attracting visitors from across
India and abroad and expand-
ing to multiple venues across
the state.

This year, six country part-
ners—France, Ireland, Switzer-
land, the United Kingdom, Mal-
ta, and Austria—and one state
partner, Arunachal Pradesh,
will participate, besides the 18
major tribes of the state show-
casing their richly colourful
culture and tradition.

The festival will be official-
ly hosted by Governor of Na-
galand, alongside delegations
from the partner countries and
the Chief Minister of Arunachal
Pradesh, he said.

Along said the 2025 edition
will place greater emphasis on
culture, tradition, and collabo-
ration with country partners
to amplify Nagaland’s global
visibility.

Multiple festival extensions

This year, six country partners—France,
Ireland, Switzerland, the United Kingdom,
Malta, and Austria—and one state partner,

Arunachal Pradesh, will participate, besides
the 18 major tribes of the state showcasing
their richly colourful culture and tradition

will be held across the state,
including Mon (Dec 8-10), Di-
mapur (Hornbill Carnival from
Dec 6), Wokha (Doyang Festi-
val), Ziinheboto, and other lo-
cations, he said.

The minister acknowledged
delays in preparatory works
due to persistent rains and
road damage, but said all line
departments, including Tour-
ism, Power, PHED, Police, and
district administrations, have
worked round-the-clock to en-
sure readiness.

The minister said that the
Protected Area Permit (PAP)
procedures have been relaxed
to ease entry for foreign tour-
ists during the festival.

While the permit remains
mandatory, on-arrival facilita-
tion counters have been estab-

Kolkata Metro implements
BMS in Blue Line stations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Nov 30: Metro Rail-
way Kolkata is implementing
the Building Management Sys-
tem (BMS) in each station of
the Blue Line to facilitate cen-
tralised control of all systems.
The BMS is aimed to facili-
tate centralised control of all
systems, in a station including
platform AC, tunnel ventila-
tion, lifts, escalators and sump
pumps. This initiative will pave
the way for remote monitoring
and control of all electrical as-
sets and temperatures from the
central location of Metro Rail
Bhavan. “According to this
plan, five stations each will be
grouped together as a cluster,
and all the assets of such a clus-
ter of stations (five each) will be
monitored from one monitoring

Manipur’s Sangai Festival records abysmal turnout

The only face-saving
programme of the event
was a musical concert
Saturday evening where
British band ‘Blue’
performed to a sizeable
crowd at Khuman
Lampak

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal, Nov 30: Manipur’s
annual state-organised tourism
event, Sangai Festival, which
has been held after a three-year
gap due to the ethnic conflict, re-
corded an abysmally low turnout
amid protests by internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs), officials
said Sunday.

In contrast to the 2.19 lakh
people who attended the 10-day
festival in 2022, when it was last
organised before ethnic conflict
erupted in May 2023, this year,
only around 1,000 people have vis-
ited the stalls every day between
November 21, when it started,
and November 29, amounting
to a total footfall of only around

centre located at a particular sta-
tion among these five stations,”
he said. Activities of all such
monitoring centres will finally
be supervised or controlled on
areal-time basis from the Metro
Rail Bhavan Control Room.

The ambient temperature of
stations will be controlled at
the desired level automatically
without any human interven-
tion, and any rising temperature
either in the tunnel or in the
platform will be communicated
to the control automatically with
a buzzer sound.

Whenever there is a rise in
temperature in the tunnel, or a
rise in sub-soil temperature or
fire in the tunnel or congestion
of trains inside the tunnel, then
automatically the ventilation fan
will start to operate on its own,
the spokesperson said.

8,000-9,000 so far, they said.
Tight security was in place
during the festival, which would
conclude during the day, amid
fears of disruptions by protesters.
IDPs clashed with the police
multiple times, seeking to re-
turn to their homes. The dis-
placed persons and civil society
organisations maintained that as
the government has asserted, by
holding the festival, that normal-
cy has been restored, the IDPs be
allowed to return to their homes.
Empty seats and deserted stalls
were witnessed at the festival’s

lished at airports to speed up
approvals, which take around
15 minutes if connectivity is
stable, he said.

Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio has written twice
to the Union Home Minister in
November, requesting a relax-
ation of the PAP for the festival.

The relaxation applies to all
foreign tourists, except those
from restricted countries such
as Pakistan, Bangladesh, and
China, said Along.

On expectations from partner
nations, Along said Nagaland
continues to benefit from glob-
al collaborations in education,
culture, research and skill de-
velopment.

He highlighted Japan’s ongo-
ing engagement through JICA,
including the newly inaugurat-
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Aspirants undergo security check before appearing for West Bengal Police Recruitment Examination, in Nadia,

Sunday

main venue at Hapta Kangjei-

bung in Imphal East district.
Thai Gangmei,

its during the festival.”

Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla,
while inaugurating the festival,
highlighted its role as a unify-

ed Kohima Eco Park and biodi-
versity initiatives.

Responding to queries on
economic impact, the minister
said official statistics from last
year indicated revenue gen-
eration of around 189 crore
from the largely unorganised
sector, but he believes actual
figures are higher, with signif-
icant earnings for homestays,
artists, transporters and local
businesses.

He added that thousands of
temporary jobs are created
during the 10-day event, along-
side indirect year-round oppor-
tunities in tourism.

The minister said the gov-
ernment aims to eventually
keep the Hornbill venue open
throughout the year to support
sustainable tourism activity.

He appealed to citizens, vis-
itors, and all stakeholders to
participate fully in the festival
and showcase Nagaland’s uni-
ty, culture, traditions, contem-
porary arts, and hospitality.

Director Tourism Viyelo
Duolo said that the entry tick-
et for all categories of visitors
to the main venue in Kisama
has been fixed at ¥150 per head.

Bangladeshis’ return from WB
sharpens infiltration narrative

What began as a
quiet, almost
unnoticed return of
immigrants has now
turned into a symbolic
political spectacle,
recasting the border
outpost into an
ideological battlefield
where visuals matter
more than numbers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hakimpur (WB), Nov 30: A
steady trickle of illegal immi-
grants from Bangladesh return-
ing to their country through the
international border in West
Bengal’s Hakimpur has mor-
phed into a political flashpoint,
sharpening BJP-TMC hostili-
ties over infiltration, contest-
ed voter rolls and the Election
Commission’s high-stakes SIR
exercise months before the 2026
Assembly polls.

What began as a quiet, almost
unnoticed return of immigrants
has now turned into a symbol-
ic political spectacle, recasting
the border outpost into an ideo-
logical battlefield where visuals
matter more than numbers.

The reverse movement, nu-
merically small but visually
potent, has swiftly been weap-
onised by both sides.

At the India-Bangladesh
border in Bongaon in North 24
Parganas district, locals and se-
curity personnel report a surge
of undocumented Bangladeshis
attempting to walk back home
since early November, after
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls began in
West Bengal.

BSF officials said around 150-
200 people are returning every
day after verification of their
details, with around 1,700 hav-
ing crossed till November 20.

PTI PHOTO

who had
opened a food stall at the ven-
ue, said, “Many stalls remained
closed while the ones function-
ing hardly had any customers.
The few buyers included the per-
sonnel and officials deployed at
the venue. Stall owners, includ-
ing those who came from outside
the state, struggled to earn prof-

ing platform that showcases the
state’s cultural richness, entre-
preneurial energy, and tourism
potential November 21.

Bhalla had also appealed to the
people of the state to reaffirm the
festival’s spirit of oneness and
urged all to participate whole-
heartedly in the annual event.

The only face-saving pro-
gramme of the event was a
musical concert Saturday eve-
ning where British band ‘Blue’
performed to a sizeable crowd
at Khuman Lampak, an official
said.

Displaced persons from Chu-
rachandpur district and those
from the periphery areas of
Imphal East district, as well
as students and civil society
organisations had staged nu-
merous protests against hold-
ing the festival.

Displaced persons attempting
to return to their native homes
clashed with security forces at
Yaingangpokpi and Pukhao
Terapur in Imphal East district
and at Phougakchao Ikhai in
Bishnupur district over the last
10 days. More than 10 displaced
persons sustained minor injuries

after security forces fired tear gas
shells to disperse the agitators on
multiple occasions.

More than 260 people have
been killed and thousands
rendered homeless in ethnic
violence between Imphal Val-
ley-based Meiteis and adjoining
hills-based Kukis in Manipur
since May 2023.

For the BJP, the images of
people clutching their small
bags and children as they head
towards the zero line prove
their claim of illegal immigra-
tion to West Bengal.

“This is exactly what we
have been saying. The SIR has
rattled infiltrators. The truth
is finally coming out. They are
leaving because they fear de-
tection,” BJP state president
Samik Bhattacharya said.

The party believes that the
visuals bolster its narrative
that “illegally settled Bangla-
deshis” have altered West Ben-
gal’s electoral demography for
decades.

BJP spokesperson Keya
Ghosh insisted the reverse
movement of Bangladeshis
“strengthens our narrative
beyond doubt”, adding, “Even
5,000 deletions prove our point”.

She sought to explain the
mismatch between the BJP’s
earlier claims of “50 lakh to
one crore infiltrators” and the
present movement not touch-
ing even 10,000. “Many who
came earlier already have vot-
er cards. TMC leaders helped
them regularise documents
over the years,” she said.

But the state’s ruling TMC
has branded the episode an
orchestrated exercise aimed

at legitimising what it calls a
“coercive and politically moti-
vated” SIR. “There is nothing
organic about Hakimpur...
This is staged optics designed
to build a narrative before 2026
and justify SIR,” a senior TMC
MP claimed.

TMC spokesperson Krisha-
nu Mitra alleged political col-
lusion. “Were these infiltrators
waiting at the no-man’s land for
the BSF to open the gates and
give journalists daily confes-
sions?” he asked.

“If they are illegal immi-
grants, why is there not a single
arrest? Why no crackdown on
touts?” he asked.

Mitra argued that the exer-
cise aims only to “prove the
credibility of the SIR and justi-
fy BJP’s infiltration narrative”
ahead of the 2026 polls.

The TMC has claimed that 41
people, including BLOs, have
died, some allegedly by suicide,
since the SIR process began, a
charge the BJP has dismissed
as “baseless and politically mo-
tivated”.

In West Bengal's charged
electoral climate, where nar-
rative often outruns fact, the
reverse migration at Hakim-
pur may shape the 2026 election
discourse as deeply as the SIR
itself.

Hotels, homestays must contribute to TSD fund

Gangtok: The Sikkim government has ordered all tourist accommodation
providers in the Himalayan state to contribute to the Tourism Sustainable De-
velopment (TSD) fund, an official said. The Tourism and Civil Aviation depart-
ment of the state government, in an order, directed all tourist accommodation
providers—hotels, resorts, homestays, bed and breakfast establishments, and
service apartments—to contribute 50 per tourist to the TSD fund or face puni-
tive action, the official said. Accommodation providers collect 50 fee from
each tourist during check-in and remit it to the government, which monitors
the payment through the Atithi Guest Information System. The Sikkim govern-
ment started collecting money under the Tourism Sustainable Development
Fund in March 2025 to support sustainable tourism development, including
improving tourism infrastructure and facilities like roads and connectivity.

Notice is hereby given to all

PROFORMA 10-01
INDIAN RAILWAY

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAYS
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION REGARDING ENERGIZATION

snuated on the completed section of the noted section of the

25000 Volts 50 HZ AC OHE Ilne will be energlzed on or after the
date specified. On and from the same date the said OHE line shall
be treated AS LIVE at all times and no unauthorized person shall
approach or work in the proximity of the said OHE line

users of railway lines and premises

that the line

South East Central Railways

Station/ Rly :- Y Curve MCL  Siding under Bilaspur Division of

(iy  Cross
AB

Ch.8/529.582

0.07450)

splicing from
Ch.8/754.082
8/17NA  Ch.

Rly Station |Section / Control Post Railway / |Date of
Division |Energisation

BOCM OHE Line S.E.C.Rly|30.11.2025

Siding Cabin|at Lilahari bridge (Bilaspur

No.-2 (i) Cross over 31 AB ( MCL-{Division)

8/13N  Ch.8/411.182 to
MCL-8/16N Ch.8/483.182,
TKM-0. 07200 mtr )

over 32
(MCL-8/17A
to MCL-

8/20N Ch.8/604.082, TKM-

(iii) Cross over 33 AB (MCL-
8/19N  Ch.8/580.582 to
MCL-8/23N Ch.8/650.282
TKM-0.06970 mtr)

(iv) Line No. 2 of BOCM

TKM-0. 23650 mtr

MCL-8/28N
to  MCL-
8/517.582,

Dy.General Manager (Elect)
RITES/PU Bhub

. Type/Nature of work

. Total No. of works
Approx. value of works
Period of completion

. Classification of bidders

CIESERENIE

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
UPPER INDRAVATI LEFT CANAL DIVISION NO-ll. DHARAMGARH

KALAHANDI, ODISHA

Email : eeuilcdii@gmail.com

Notice Invitation for Bids (NIFB)
e- Procurement Notice No : SE/UILCD-1-03/2025-26(01-03)

Civil Works
: 3 (Three) Nos.

: Varies from 7.71 lakh(s) to 20.92 takh(s) Excluding GST
03 months and 04 months (As per DTCN)

: DorCorB (As per DTCN)
Other details as follows

No.A-1022

Procurement Officer

e-Procurement Notice

Availability & Submission of bids in online

Date & time of

No From

To opening of tender

1

2 3

4

Superintending Engineer,
Ul Left Canal Division No-lI,
Dharamgarh, Dist-Kalahandi

SE/UILCD-11-03/2025-26
02.12.2025
(01-03) for 03 (Three) At 10.00 AM.
Nos. of works

11.12.2025 Up to 5.30

12.12.2025 At
11.30 A.M.

P.M.

OIPR-32483/11/0004/2526

N.B, : Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal www.tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum/Corrigendum/Cancellation to
the above notice will be published in the Govt. website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

8d./- Superintending Engineer
U.LL.C.D. No.ll, Dharamgarh
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There was S —d
atime
when entire e

communication,
sharing,

daily business

was in Sanskrit.

Now, some American professor
teaches us Sanskrit, when in
reality we should have been
teaching it to the world. Many
children today do not know
some very basic and simple
words and often speak at home
in a mix of their mother tongue
and English

MOHAN BHAGWAT | RSS CHIEF

At booth
‘ number
189 in the

Narela assembly '

]
.

-

*

o

constituency, in
house number
70, where the
Madhya Pradesh Shikshak
Sangh office is located, 30
people have been shown as
residents, even though only
one person actually lives there.
The remaining 29 names are
bogus additions

DIGVIJAYA SINGH | CONG RS MEMBER

India has
‘ become
the fast-

est-growing
economy in the

=M
world. At the \ .
same time, there w

should be unity in the country.
Therefore, taking inspiration
from Ekta Yatra, the path
shown by Sardar Patel - nation
first, party next, self last- we
all should work keeping these
principles in mind, irrespective

" of caste, creed, religion and
region. India is one

M VENKAIAH NAIDU | EX -VICE PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES

' Veteran Kannada actor
MS Umesh dies at 80

Bangalore: Veteran Kannada
actor Mysore Srikantayya

- Umesh died Sunday following a
prolonged illness, family sources
said. He was 80. Umesh had
been battling cancer for some
time and was recently admitted
to a hospital, where he breathed
his last. His last rites were
performed at Banashankari
Crematorium. The actor’s career
spanned over five decades,
during which he appeared in
more than 350 films.

M Ladakh LG’s residence
renamed ‘Lok Niwas’
Leh: Ladakh’s Raj Niwas,
the official residence
and office of Lieutenant
Governor Kavinder Gupta,
has been renamed ‘Lok
Niwas’. Gupta emphasised
that the renaming of LG’s
residence strengthens direct
engagement with citizens.
Terming it a landmark
initiative towards inclusive
and accessible governance,
an official spokesperson said
the step follows the Union
Home Ministry’s November
25 directions that all Raj
Bhavans be renamed
Lok Bhavan and Raj
Niwas be renamed Lok
Niwas across the country.

I Mercedes hits 3;
leaving one dead

New Delhi: A 23-year-old
man died, and two others
were injured after a Mercedes
SUV (G63) allegedly rammed
into them near a mall on
Nelson Mandela Marg in
upscale Delhi's Vasant Kunj
area early Sunday, police
said. The accident occurred at
2.33 am when a PCR call was
received at Vasant

Kunj North police station.

M 4 killed as 2 SUVs
collide in Bhopal

Bhopal: Four men were killed
and one was injured when
two Sports Utility Vehicles
(SUVs) collided head-on in
Madhya Pradesh's Bhopal
district, police said Sunday.
The accident occurred late
Saturday night under Berasia
police station limits, located

60 km from here, they said. __

-
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Parliament should not
be stalled and it should
function smoothly.
Government will keep
discussing with all
parties to ensure smooth
functioning of the House

KIREN RUIJU I PARL AFFAIRS MINISTER

FLYER ACCUSED OF MISBEHAVING
WITH FLIGHT ATTENDANT ARRESTED [Nl (

A software employee was arrested for
allegedly misbehaving with a female flight
attendant on board an Air India flight from
Dubai to Hyderabad, police said Sunday
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Woman ‘marries’ lover’s body after family kills him

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Nanded, Nov 30: A 21-year-old
woman showed how deeply she
was in love with her boyfriend,
who was allegedly killed by
her father and two siblings, by
“marrying” his corpse in Maha-
rashtra’s Nanded district.
Videos of Aanchal Mamid-
war’s act at the deceased’s
home and her call for her kin to
be hanged for the killing went
viral on social media.
According to police, her
boyfriend Saksham Tate (20)
was standing with his friends
in the old Ganj area Thursday

evening when a fight erupted

between him and Aanchal’s

brother Himesh Mamidwar.
Himesh allegedly fired at

Saksham, the bullet piercing
his ribs, and then smashed a
tile on his head, killing him
on the spot, the official said.
Himesh, his brother Sahil (25)
and their father Gajanan Ma-
midwar (45) were arrested soon
after, he added.

On Friday evening, Aanchal
arrived at Saksham’s house
while preparations were on
for his final rites. A distraught
Aanchal then “married” his
body claiming it would make
their love “immortal”, eyewit-
nesses said. Later, speaking to
reporters, she also sought cap-
ital punishment for her father

FIR filed against Sonia, Rahul

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 30: Delhi
Police has filed an FIR against
Congress leaders Sonia Gand-
hi and Rahul Gandhi and other
accused in the National Herald
case on a complaint by the ED
as part of the agency’s mon-
ey laundering probe into the
high-profile case that alleges
that the first family of the par-
ty “abused” their position for
personal gains.

Official sources and doc-
uments said the Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) of the
Delhi Police filed a complaint
against the Gandhis and seven
others October 3.

The police has pressed
charges under sections 120B
(criminal conspiracy), 403
(dishonest misappropriation
of property), 406 (punishment
for criminal breach of trust)
and 420 (cheating) of the IPC in
the FIR that names the Gand-
his, Congress leaders Suman
Dubey and Sam Pitroda, enti-
ties like the Young Indian (YI)
and Dotex Merchandise Ltd,
Dotex promoter Sunil Bhan-
dari, Associated Journals Ltd.
(AJL) and unknown others.

These entities are also
named as an accused (except
unknown others) in the ED
chargesheet filed before a Del-
hi court in April. The court is
yet to take its cognisance with
the next date of hearing sched-
uled for December 16.

Slamming the move to file
the FIR, Congress general sec-
retary in-charge communica-
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A man dressed as”Santa Claus walks along aistreet ahead 6f th

NATIONAL HERALD CASE
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BJP dismisses Cong’s allegation

New Delhi: The BJP Sunday dismissed as “baseless” the Congress’
allegation of “vendetta politics” against Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi in the National Herald case, and asked the Congress
leaders to give an account of the “loot” they allegedly committed
instead of giving speeches. Condemning the action, the opposition
party also said the National Herald matter is a “completely bogus
case” and justice will ultimately triumph.

tions Jairam Ramesh charged
on X, “The Modi-Shah duo is
continuing with its mischie-
vous politics of harassment,
intimidation, and vendetta
against the top leadership of
the INC. Those who threat-
en are themselves insecure
and afraid.”

“The National Herald mat-
ter is a completely bogus
case. Justice will ultimately
triumph. Satyameva Jayate,”
he said.

Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi said in a post
on X that the FIR was “neither
wine new nor bottle new nor
glasses new”.

e Christmas festival, in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

“One trick wonder of a case
where no money moved, where
no immovable property trans-
ferred yet money laundering
invented...,” Singhvi posted.

The ED, according to the
sources, used powers avail-
able to it under section 66(2)
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) to
get the police FIR registered.
This section allows the feder-
al agency to share evidence
for registration of a criminal
predicate offence by a law en-
forcement agency so that it can
subsequently book a money
laundering case to take for-
ward the investigation.
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and brothers for murdering
Saksham.

“I was in love with Saksham
for the past three years but my
father opposed our relation-
ship over caste differences. My
family often threatened to kill
Saksham and now my father
and brothers Himesh and Sahil
have done it. I want justice. I
want the accused to be hanged,”
Aanchal said.

She also told reporters that
she planned to stay in Saksh-
am’s house from here on. Po-
lice said Saksham and main
accused Himesh are both his-
tory-sheeters and were once

close friends.

The Mamidwar household op-
posed Aanchal's relationship with
Saksham, but the couple's refus-
al to end it finally culminated in
the latter's killing and a dramatic
“wedding”, police added.

Six persons have been
charged with murder, unlaw-
ful assembly, rioting and oth-
er offences in the case regis-
tered under Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act and Arms Act,
the Itwara police station official
said. Those arrested have been
remanded in police custody for
three days, he added.

Met office: Cyclone
‘Ditwah’ weakens
into deep depression

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Nov 30: Cyclone Dit-
wah got weakened into a deep
depression and the weather
system would be centred over
southwest Bay of Bengal within
a minimum distance of 20 km
from the coasts of North Tamil
Nadu and Pondicherry by morn-
ing of December 1, the Regional
Meteorological Centre said.

In an update, the weather
office said the Cyclone Ditwah
is located about 80 km east of
Cuddalore, 130 km northeast
of Karaikal, 90 km east south-
east of Pondicherry, 180 km
northeast of Vedaranyam and
140 km southeast of Chennai.

“The minimum distance of the
centre of the cyclone from north
Tamil Nadu- Pondicherry coasts
is about 80 km. It is very likely to
move nearly northwards paral-
lel to North Tamil Nadu- Pondi-
cherry coasts and weaken into
a depression around morning
of tomorrow (December 1)” the
bulletin issued by the Met office
late Sunday night said.

“The cyclone is moving at
a speed of 5 kmph and the
system would be centred over
southwest Bay of Bengal within
a minimum distance of 40 km
and 20 km from the north Tam-
il Nadu-Pondicherry coastline
by the morning of tomorrow,

MCD bypolls see 38.51% v

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 30: The
by-elections to 12 wards of the
Municipal Corporation of Del-
hi went off peacefully Sunday
with a subdued voter turnout
of 38.51 per cent being recorded
till 5.30 pm.

The 2022 MCD polls had re-
corded a voter turnout of 50.47
per cent. The polling remained
completely peaceful, with no
untoward incident or commo-
tion reported at any booth, the
State Election Commission
said. Polling was not disrupted
due to technical issues of EVM
malfunctions, officials said.

Civic concerns -- including
sanitation, water supply, road
maintenance, safety and pub-
lic lighting -- emerged as the
dominant issues shaping voter
choices in the bypolls.

December 17, the bulletin said.

The system is being moni-
tored by the Doppler Weather
Radars (DWRs) at Karaikal and
Chennai, it added.

Private weather bloggers
said Kancheepuram, Tiruval-
lur, Chennai, Chengalpattu
and Ranipet districts may
have some rains as the cy-
clone moves closer to Chennai
later at night. Earlier, sharp
showers triggered by the Cy-
clone continued to lash sever-
al parts of Tamil Nadu, while
three persons have been killed
in rain-related deaths, the state
government said.

The Indian Air Force Sunday
intensified its efforts to provide
humanitarian assistance to Sri
Lanka under Operation Sagar
Bandhu, while bringing back
more than 400 stranded Indians
from Colombo in two transport
aircraft.

-

For most voters, long-stand-
ing problems in their neigh-
bourhoods were reason enough
to step out to cast their ballot.
At many polling stations, el-
derly were seen queuing up to
exercise their franchise and ex-
horting the younger population
to do so. Meanwhile, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) levelled se-

MAMKOOTATHIL ROW

Cong continues to
keep itself away

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvanananthapuram,
Nov 30: The Congress in
Kerala Sunday continued
to keep itself away from the
controversy surrounding its
suspended Pakakkad MLA
Rahul Mamkootathil, who is
facing police action in a rape
case lodged by a woman.

The party maintained that
it had already taken all pos-
sible action against the legis-
lator. AICC general secretary
K C Venugopal said the Con-
gress has never tried to run
away from the issue, while
senior leader K Muraleedha-
ran said the party has noth-
ing to say about Mamkoota-
thil's activities as he is under
suspension.

KPCC president Sunny Jo-
seph and Leader of Opposition
in the Assembly

VD Satheesan have already
made the party's stand clear
on the matter, Venugopal said
while talking to reporters in
Alappuzha.

“Compared to any other
party, the Congress has taken
all possible action in this mat-
ter. All leaders have unitedly
taken the decision earlier,” he
said. Muraleedharan, who had
been adopting a strong stand
against Mamkootathil ever
since the allegations surfaced,
said the MLA had participated
in some party programmes re-
cently in his constituency on
his own.

The party has now given
instructions to him not to
participate in any more pro-
grammes, he said here. When
reporters pointed out that
Mamkootathil had reported-
ly gone into hiding after the
woman lodged a complaint,
Muraleedharan said the par-
ty has nothing to say as he is
under suspension.

Sharing similar views,
Palakkad DCC president A
Thankappan said the party
leadership has not given any
direction for Mamkootathil
to take part in the poll cam-
paign of any party candidate
contesting in the upcoming
civic body polls.

He might have attended a
few campaign events, but that
was not under the direction of
the party, he said.

oter turnout

rious allegations, accusing the
BJP of "resorting to foul play".
It said that in Dakshinpuri
ward, a former station house
officer was campaigning for the
BJP candidate. Chandni Mahal
ward recorded the highest par-
ticipation with a voter turnout
of 55.93 per cent and Greater
Kailash the lowest with 26.76 per
cent participation, according to
the State Election Commission.

Among the 12 wards where
polling was held, Mundka regis-
tered a turnout of 44.50 per cent,
Shalimar Bagh-B 36.53 per cent,
Ashok Vihar 33.82 per cent, and
Chandni Chowk 35.65 per cent.
The voter participation in
Dwarka-B was recorded at
29.76 per cent, in Dichaon Kalan
37.20 per cent, Naraina 42.76 per
cent, Sangam Vihar-A 44.40 per
cent, and in Dakshin Puri 40.23
per cent.

Experts blame construction, traffic for Mumbai’s AQI spike

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 30: Experts
have attributed the spike in
the Air Quality Index (AQI) in
Mumbai and its satellite cities
to increase in the construction
activities fuelled by various in-
frastructure projects as well as
vehicular pollution.

On Sunday, the average AQI
of Mumbai was 104, which fell
in the ‘moderate’ category.
However, the AQI in some parts
like the Bandra Kurla Complex
was in the ‘severe’ range. Over
the last week, Mumbai has been
witnessing hazy mornings.

There are six AQI categories,
which are good (0-50), satisfac-
tory (51-100), moderately pol-
luted (101-200), poor (201-300),
very poor (301-400), and severe

(401-500). Angshuman Modak,
climate scientist with the Indi-
an Institute of Technology Bom-
bay, attributed the spike in the
AQI level to construction activ-
ities and vehicular emission

among the sources of pollution
but stressed that meteorolog-
ical factors also play a role in
it. Sea breeze circulation is also
a factor. During the day, land
gets heated up and clean air

Delhi’s air quality improves from ‘very poor’ to ‘poor’

New Delhi: After 24 days of ‘very poor’ air, often bordering the ‘severe’
zone, the air quality in Delhi Sunday improved to the ‘poor’ category with
a reading of 279. The capital city last recorded Air Quality Index (AQI) in
the ‘poor’ category November 5 at 202, after which the readings turned
‘very poor’, according to Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) data.

from the sea mixes vertically.
It is much weaker in the win-
ter. There is no proper vertical
mixing of air and same amount
of pollutants stays in the city,
Modak said. During the mon-
soon there are southwesterlies
and northeasterlies in winters.
The northeasterlies, which flow
from north to south, push the
pollution towards the ocean but
that could be weaker this time,
he added. Mumbai and its sat-
ellite cities are witnessing an
urban transformation --- from

multiple Metro rail lines to
road works, bridges and oth-
er building activities. Slums,
chawls, the last of the mills and
industrial units are giving way
to skyscrapers.

Sushma Nair, scientist with
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), Mumbali, also at-
tributed the worsening AQI In-
dex to the infrastructure work
in the city. Nair said tempera-
ture inversion and north-east-
erly winds are a characteristic
of this time of the season when

there is transition to winter.

Conditions become favour-
able for temperature inver-
sion when clearer skies allow
the ground to cool rapidly and
wind speeds are low. So a layer
of cold air gets trapped below
warm air. Cold air being dense
subsides which does not allow
the pollutants to disburse.

However, for a metropolis
like Mumbai, dense and tall
urban structures can interfere
with the air flow that can aid
in dispersing the pollution,
Nair explained.

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Ud-
dhav Thackeray targeted the
state government for the pollu-
tion and called it an outcome of
“explosion of corruption” with
zero planning aimed at benefit-
ting the contractors.




During these

winter days,

the Himalayan
valleys become a part
of an experience that
lasts a lifetime. If you
are planning a trip this
winter, be sure to keep
the Himalayan valleys

SC TO HEAR PLEAS SEEKING FILLING
OF VACANCIES IN CIC, SICS TODAY

MONDAY | DECEMBER 1, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR The Supreme Court is scheduled
to hear Monday pleas seeking
filling of vacancies in Central In-
formation Commission (CIC) and
State Information Commissions

in mind (SICs) amid rising pendency of

a ‘ O a NARENDRA MODI I PRIME MINISTER cases before them
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The Election
Commission
has given no
attention to this
logical and prac-
tical demand. It
seems the commis-
sion has become insensitive and is
unconcerned about the problems
of voters

AKHILESH YADAV I SP PRESIDENT

The report is
out now, and
it is there for

everyone to see.

I think, the report
has been able to
satisfy all sections
of people

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

It seems the
‘ government,
under the

leadership of the i
prime minister and =
the home minister, N’f
is looking to finish ! y
off India’s democracy and parlia-
mentary traditions

GAURAV GOGOI |
CONGRESS DY LEADER IN THE LOK SABHA
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POST
OF THE DAY

’ Make in India :
FAILED

; y Women Safety :
-0 \éﬁ.’ FAILED

ﬁ Swachh Bharat :
E\\\\ - FAILED

Namami Gange :
FAILED

Demonetisation: FAILED

Pollution Control: FAILED

Inflation Control : FAILED

100 Smart Cities : FAILED

Corruption Control: FAILED

Black Money Return : FAILED

Bullet Train by 2023 : FAILED

Rupee RS 40 per Dollar : FAILED

2 Crore Jobs Every Year : FAILED

Farmers Income Double : FAILED

Reducing Unemployment : FAILED
" RS15 Lakh in Every Account :

FAILED

$5 Trillion Economy by 2022:

FAILED

Now, Narendra Modi talks only

about either 2047 or Nehru.

@mohitlaws

SHORT TAKES

[ Five killed as truck
rams into vehicles

Motihari: Five people were
killed and several others
injured as a speeding truck
rammed into several vehicles

in Bihar's East Champaran
district Sunday, police said. The
accident happened on NH27 in
the Kotwa police station area in
Motihari, they said.

[ Over 12L devotees visit
Sabarimala in 15 Days

Pathanamthitta (Kerala):
Around 12.48 lakh devotees
have visited the Sabarimala
temple in the first 15 days of
the mandala-makaravilakku
pilgrimage season, officials
said Sunday. A Travancore
Devaswom Board (TDB) release
said 12,47,954 pilgrims have
reached the hill shrine since the
pilgrimage began November 16.

¥ Under pressure
BLO hangs self

Moradabad (UP): A 46-year-
old booth-level officer (BLO)
hanged himself in the storage
room of his home here in
Baheri village because of
work pressure, police said
Sunday. Sarvesh Singh was
an assistant teacher and

was posted in a school in
Bhagatpur Tanda village.

[ BJP, Sena workers
come face to face

Thane: The simmering tensions
between the BJP and Shiv Sena
spilled on to the streets Sunday
when activists of the two

allies virtually came to blows

in Dombivli in the presence

of Maharashtra BJP president
Ravindra Chavan.

EC extends SIR schedule by one wee

EC officials said the
schedule was tweaked
to allow its booth-
level officials to share
details of dead,
duplicate and

shifted electors with
booth-level agents

of parties for greater
transparency

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 30: The Elec-
tion Commission Sunday ex-
tended the entire schedule for
the ongoing Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls in
nine states and three Union
territories by one week amid al-
legations by opposition parties
that the “tight timelines” were
causing problems for people
and ground-level poll officials.

Election Commission (EC)
officials said the schedule was
tweaked to allow its booth-lev-
el officials to share details of
dead, duplicate and shifted
electors with booth-level
agents of parties for greater
transparency.

In a statement, the poll au-
thority said the enumeration
form distribution for the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
will now continue till Decem-
ber 11 instead of December 4.

TN: 11 dead after
two buses collide

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sivaganga, Nov 30: As many
as 11 persons were killed and
over 25 injured Sunday near
here after two state-run buses
collided head-on, police said.

According to a senior district
police official, all the 11 persons
-8 women, 2 men and a child--
were Killed on the spot in the ac-
cident that happened in the eve-
ning. The injured were rushed to
state-run facilities for treatment,
the senior official told PTI.

Chief Minister MK
Stalin expressed shock and grief
over the accident and the loss
of lives. The CM said he has di-
rected the District Collector and
Minister KR Periyakaruppan, the
minister in-charge for the district,
to render all help to the affected
persons and ensure appropriate
treatment to the injured.

He also announced ex-gra-
tia of Rs three lakh each to the
families of the victims and Rs
one lakh to those with serious
injuries. The CM announced
Rs 50,000 to persons with minor
injuries. He conveyed his condo-
lences to the bereaved families
and expressed his wishes for the
early recovery of the injured
persons. PMK and AMMK were
among the parties that have
conveyed their condolences to
the bereaved families.

A senior doctor at the Siv-
aganga Government Medical
College Hospital told reporters
that all arrangements have
been made to provide care and
treatment to the people injured
in the mishap.
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The draft electoral rolls will
be published December 16 in
place of December 9, while
the final voter list will be out
February 14, 2026, in place of
February 7, 2026. The officials
said the Commission took the
decision to extend the timeline
for all phases of the SIR based
on internal discussions with
the chief electoral officers of
the states and UTs where the
exercise is underway.

“An additional week is be-
ing given for sharing details
of absent, shifted, dead and
duplicate electors by the BLOs
with the BLAs before preparing
the draft rolls so as to ensure
full transparency,” a poll panel
functionary said.

Booth-level agents (BLAs)
are party workers appointed
by political parties to help the
booth-level officers (BLOs) up-
date the voter list.

Presence of BLAs enhances
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transparency in the exercise.

Alleging that at least 40 BLOs
have died during the SIR exer-
cise, largely by suicides due to
“stress of meeting tight dead-
lines”, the Opposition parties
have questioned the timing of
the voter list revision.

However, the EC has junked
these charges, saying the exer-
cise is going on smoothly.

Reacting to the EC’s decision
to revise the SIR schedule, Con-
gress leader Pramod Tiwari
said it was an indication that
the poll panel knew the time-
lines were not “practical”.

The decision to tweak the
SIR schedule comes on the eve
of the Winter Session of Parlia-
ment beginning Monday.

The last session was a virtual
washout amid demands by the
Opposition for a debate on the
SIR exercise, which was under-
way in Bihar at the time.

The Opposition leaders,
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Workers carry bundles of harvested paddy on their shoulders across a field in Bastar, Chhattisgarh

while emerging from an
all-party meeting Sunday on
the smooth functioning of the
Winter Session, said they will
press for a debate on the SIR
exercise.

The EC announced SIR in
nine states and three UTs Octo-
ber 27. Nearly 51 crore electors
will be covered in the massive
voter list cleanup exercise.

The states and UTs are: An-
daman and Nicobar Islands,
Lakshadweep, Chhattisgarh,
Goa, Gujarat, Kerala, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Pondicherry,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal.

Among these, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Kerala and West
Bengal will go to the polls in
2026.

In Assam, where polls are al-
so due in 2026, the revision of
electoral rolls was announced
separately.

It is being called 'Special Re-
vision'.

Most states had the last SIR
of voter list between 2002 and
2004, and they have nearly com-
pleted the mapping of the cur-
rent electors according to the
last SIR held in their respective
states.

The primary aim of the ex-
ercise is to weed out foreign
illegal migrants by checking
their place of birth. The move
assumes significance in the
wake of a crackdown in vari-
ous states on illegal migrants,
including those from Bangla-
desh and Myanmar.
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k Govt to introduce 2

Bills in LS to replace
GST cess on tobacco

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 30: The gov-
ernment will introduce two Bills
in the Lok Sabha Monday to levy
excise duty on tobacco and tobac-
co products, and a new cess on
manufacturing of pan masala.

The Central Excise Amend-
ment Bill, 2025, will replace
the GST compensation Cess,
which is currently levied on
all tobacco products like ciga-
rette, chewing tobacco, cigars,
hookahs, zarda, and scented
tobacco. The Central Excise
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, seeks
"to give the government the fis-
cal space to increase the rate of
central excise duty on tobacco
and tobacco products so as to
protect tax incidence," once the
GST compensation Cess ends,
according to the statement of
objects and reasons of the Bill.

The Health Security se
National Security Cess Bill,
2025, seeks to levy Cess on the
production of specified goods
like pan masala. The Govern-
ment may notify any other
goods on whose manufacturing
such a Cess can be levied.

Sin goods like tobacco and
pan masala currently attract a
GST of 28 per cent, plus a com-
pensation Cess which is levied
at varied rates. Once the com-
pensation Cess ends, sale of to-
bacco and related products will
attract GST plus excise duty,
while pan masala will attract
GST plus the Health Security
se National Security Cess.

Since the GST rate of 28 per
cent has been done away with,
such sin goods will be subject to

the highest GST slab of 40 per
cent. "It is proposed to levy
the Health Security se Nation-
al Security Cess to contribute
towards the twin purposes of
enabling targeted utilisation
for public health, as well as na-
tional security," according to the
statement of objects and reasons
of the Bill. The cess shall be in
addition to any other duties or
taxes chargeable on the specified
goods under any law for the time
being in force, it added. Such
businesses will have to file a
self-declaration of all machines
or processes for each factory or
premises, and the cess would be
calculated in the aggregate for
each such location, it said.

The two bills are listed for in-
troduction by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman Monday.

At the time of the introduc-
tion of the GST July 1, 2017, a
compensation cess mechanism
was put in place for 5 years till
June 30, 2022, to make up for the
revenue loss suffered by states
on account of GST implementa-
tion. The levy of compensation
cess was later extended by four
years till March 31, 2026, and the
collection is being used to repay
the loan that the centre took to
compensate states for the GST
revenue loss during the Covid
period. Since that loan repay-
ment is going to be fully repaid
sometime in December, the com-
pensation cess will cease to exist.

On September 3, 2025, the
GST Council had decided to
continue with the compensa-
tion cess on tobacco and pan
masala till the loans taken
are repaid.

Rival groups open fire at wedding; two guests killed

Ludhiana: Rival groups opened fire at a wedding ceremony on Pakhowal
Road here, leaving two guests dead and another injured, police said
Sunday. The two rival groups invited by the groom for the wedding
Saturday night had an old enmity. While one group was led by Shubham
Motta, the other one was led by Ankur. As they came face to face, an
argument broke out over some issue, which soon escalated into a clash.
Some guests tried to pacify them, but in vain, police said. As the clash
intensified, the members of the rival groups opened fire at each other,
with police saying at least 20-25 rounds were fired. During the exchange
of fire, bullets hit two guests - Vasu Chopra and Neeru - who died at a
hospital, while the accused managed to flee the wedding venue, police
said. Police have booked the groom who invited the warring groups,
while the management of the marriage palace has also been booked for
violating security guidelines, police said. Ludhiana Police Commissioner
Swapan Sharma said six persons have been arrested in connection with
the case so far. Some of the youths involved in the firing have a history of

scuffles and quarrels, the officer said.

POLICE BUST PAK-BACKED TERROR MODULE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 30: The
Special Cell of Delhi Police
has busted a Pakistan-backed
terror module led by gang-
ster-turned-terrorist Shahzad
Bhatti, currently based in the
neighbouring country, an offi-
cial said Sunday.

Police have arrested three
key operatives of the module
—one each from Punjab, Mad-
hya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh
—and seized a semi-automatic
pistol, 10 live cartridges, and
mobile phones containing in-
criminating chats and recon-

naissance videos from their
possession, Additional Com-
missioner of Police (Special
Cell), Pramod Singh Kush-
wah, said. “The module was
involved in the November 25
grenade attack outside the
City police station in Punjab's
Gurdaspur, which was carried
out on Bhatti's instructions.
Bhatti has been coordinating
operations from Pakistan using
encrypted platforms and social
media channels," the Addition-
al CP said.

“Those arrested have been
identified as Vikas Prajapa-
ti alias Betu (19), a resident

of Datia in Madhya Pradesh,
Hargunpreet Singh alias Gur-
karanpreet Singh (19) from
Firozpur in Punjab, and Asif
alias Arish (22) from Bijnaur
in Uttar Pradesh," the officer
said. He said the breakthrough
came after a team started
tracking Bhatti's activities,

including his online commu-
nication patterns. It was found
that Prajapati, wanted in an
arms-smuggling case, was in
frequent contact with Bhatti
on social media. Prajapati's
location kept shifting between
Gurdaspur and Delhi, with
Bhatti frequently instructing
him to switch off his cellphone
to avoid tracking, the officer
said. “Prajapati was arrested
in Madhya Pradesh after a two-
day manhunt. His interrogation
revealed the module's modus
operandi. Bhatti and his Paki-
stan-based associates targeted
young Indians on social media,

luring them with money and an
aura of gangster glorification,"
the Additional CP said.

They selected the recruits by
scanning their profiles, gave
remote instructions for recon-
naissance, arranged payments
digitally, and used them as dis-
posable foot soldiers for terror
strikes, the officer said.

Prajapati told police that
he contacted Bhatti through
social media after being influ-
enced by his online persona.
Bhatti allegedly used Prajapa-
ti to receive an arms parcel in
Gurdaspur, which contained a
grenade.

NER deploys underwater robots for enhanced bridge safety

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Guwahati, Nov 30: The
Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) has successfully con-
ducted extensive underwater
and structural inspections of
major railway bridges using
advanced Remotely Operated
Robotic Vehicle (RORV) tech-
nology, officials said Sunday.

This RORV technology in-
cludes critical bridges such
as the iconic Saraighat Bridge
over the Brahmaputra and sev-
eral important bridges under
the Alipurduar (APDJ) Divi-
sion in North Bengal.

NFR’s Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer (CPRO) Kapinjal
Kishore Sharma said that the
major railway bridges have
substructures that remain sub-
merged year-round, making un-
derwater inspection essential

for assessing the condition of
foundations, wells and piers.

The historic Saraighat
Bridge in Assam, India’s first
rail-cum-road bridge over the
Brahmaputra River, spans
1.45 km and connects Pandu
and Amingaon. As one of the
most vital rail-road lifelines
of Northeast India, it was in-
spected using a combination of
RORV surveys, LiDAR, thermal
imaging, Ground Penetrating
Radar (GPR) and Ultrasonic
Pulse Velocity (UPV) tests.

The assessments covered
pier caps, well foundations,
underwater scour zones, su-
perstructure stress points, and
deck components.

In the APDJ Division, 18 im-
portant bridges were inspect-
ed thoroughly, with RORV
capturing high-resolution vi-
suals of submerged piers, riv-
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erbeds and potential defects,
the CPRO said.
According to Sharma, across
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all these structures, no major
underwater defects were detect-
ed. During 2024-25, NFR com-

he historic Saraighat Bridge

in Assam, India’s first
rail-cum-road bridge over the
Brahmaputra River, spans 1.45
km and connects Pandu and
Amingaon

s one of the most vital rail-

road lifelines of Northeast
India, it was inspected using a
combination of RORV surveys,
LiDAR, thermal imaging,
Ground Penetrating Radar
(GPR) and Ultrasonic Pulse
Velocity (UPV) tests

pleted underwater inspection
of 13 bridges using RORV, and
during 2025-26, 34 additional
bridges have already been in-
spected, he stated.

These insights enhance the
accuracy of NFR’s structural
health monitoring and support

the timely planning of preven-
tive maintenance.

The official said that the NFR
remains committed to utilising
modern inspection technologies
to ensure the continued safety
and longevity of major bridges
across the region. The appli-
cation of RORV, coupled with
advanced digital tools, marks
a significant step forward in
scientific bridge assessment.

NFR will continue strength-
ening its inspection framework
to safeguard critical connectiv-
ity routes, especially structures
like the Saraighat Bridge and
key bridges under NFR, which
are central to rail operations
across the Northeast region.

The Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR) operates in the
Northeastern states and in sev-
en districts of West Bengal and
five districts of northern Bihar.
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bb To all Aitlines,
Pilots, Drug

Dealers, and Human
Traffickers, please

AIRSPACE ABOVE
AND SURROUNDING
VENEZUELA TO BE
CLOSED INITS

DONALD TRUMP I PRESIDENT, US

3.7MN CHINESE APPEAR
FOR CIVIL SERVICE EXAM

Over 3.7 million Chinese appeared Sunday for
the first national civil service examination after
an increase in the eligibility age cap beyond
35 years, highlighting a surge in demand for
government jobs amid the country’s growing
unemployment pressures. The exam selects can-

didates for the positions in the country’s central

government and its branches

Starting to-
‘ day, Oksana

Markarova
will continue sup-
porting our state
as my Advisor on
Rebuilding and
Investments

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKIY |
PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

| would be
happy to
serve as the

next chairman of
the U.S. Federal
Reserve if chosen
by President Don-
ald Trump

KEVIN HASSETT | WHITE
HOUSE ECONOMIC ADVISER

They are R T
‘ demanding gi
real change 9—5
after being faced ‘-

with injustice and [
njustice an “Jri.

neglect by almost
ANWAR IBRAHIM | PRIME MINISTER, MALAYSIA

all parties
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¥ 4.4 magnitude quake
strikes Nepal province

Kathmandu: Nepal’s Bajhang
district of Sudur Paschim
province was hit by a 4.4
magnitude earthquake
Sunday. There were no
immediate reports of any
damage caused by the
earthquake, officials said.
The epicentre of the quake
that struck at 12:09 pm (local
time) was Saipal mountain in
Bajhang district, according
to the National Earthquake
Monitoring and Research
Centre (NEMRC). The tremors
were also felt by people
living in the neighbouring
districts, including Bajura, in
the westernmost province,
NEMRC said.

I pak, Egypt to boost
economic, defence ties

Islamabad: Pakistan and
Egypt agreed Sunday to
deepen ties in economic,
commercial, cultural and
defence sectors after years
of stagnant relationship.
Egyptian Foreign Minister
Badr Abdelatty, who arrived
in Islamabad Saturday on a
two-day official visit, held
discussions with Pakistani
counterpart Ishaq Dar. The
two sides held talks on a wide
range of issues, including
the conflicts in Gaza and
Sudan, the dispute over the
Iranian nuclear programme
and ways to boost economic
cooperation.

¥ Nepal EC adds 168
new polling stations

Kathmandu: Nepal’s election
commission has added

168 new polling stations

for the March 5 general
election, raising their total
number to 10,967, as it also
removed 93 outdated or
impractical sites, officials

said Sunday. According to
Election Commission (EC)
Spokesperson Narayan Prasad
Bhattarai, the nationwide
review aimed to improve
voter access and address
long-standing issues such as
inaccurate station names,
outdated addresses, and
locations that were difficult for
voters to access. Some booths
were merged or shifted to
more suitable sites.

¥ Thousands protest
far-right surge

Zagreb(Croatia): Thousands
of people Sunday joined
protest marches in Croatia
against a surging far right
following a spate of incidents
that have fuelled both ethnic
and political tensions in the
European Union country.
Gatherings dubbed “United
against fascism” were
organised in four major cities,
including the capital, Zagreb.
The crowd chanted “we are
all antifascists!” as they
pledged to counter what they
described as a bid by right-
wing groups to spread fear
and silence opponents.

CORRUPTION TRIAL

Netanyahu seeks pardon

Neither the prime
minister, who has been on
trial for five years, nor his

lawyers made any

admission of guilt

REUTERS

Jerusalem, Nov 30: Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu asked the country’s
president Sunday for a pardon
in his long-running corruption
trial, arguing that criminal pro-
ceedings were hindering his
ability to govern and a pardon
would be good for Israel.

Netanyahu, the country’s
longest-serving prime minis-
ter, denies the bribery, fraud,
and breach of trust charges.
His lawyers said in a letter to the
president’s office that the prime
minister still believes the legal
proceedings would result in a
complete acquittal.

“My lawyers sent a request
for pardon to the president of
the country today. I expect that
anyone who wishes for the good
of the country support this step,”
Netanyahu said in a brief video
statement released by his polit-
ical party, the Likud.

Neither the prime minister,
who has been on trial for five
years, nor his lawyers made any
admission of guilt.

Opposition leader Yair Lapid
said Netanyahu should not be
pardoned without admitting
guilt, expressing remorse, and
immediately retiring from polit-
ical life. Pardons in Israel have
typically been granted only af-
ter legal proceedings have con-
cluded and the accused has been
convicted. Netanyahu’s lawyers
argued that the president can
intervene when public interest
is at stake, as in this case, with

)

m Netanyahu indicted in 2019 on
corruption charges

m Israeli leader has long denied
charges against him

m Opposition politicians call for
Netanyahu to step down

® Trump this month asked Israeli
president to grant pardon

a view to healing divi-

who will formulate a

sions and strength- My lawyers recommendation for

ening  national sent a request for the president.

unity. pardon to the president Israel’s Justice
President of the country today. I ex- Minister, Yariv

Isaac Herzog’s
office described
the request as
“extraordinary”
with “significant
implications”. The
president “will respon-
sibly and sincerely consider
the request” after receiving rele-
vant opinions, his office said. US
President Donald Trump wrote
to Herzog this month, urging
him to consider granting the
prime minister a pardon, saying
the case against him was “a po-
litical, unjustified prosecution”.
Herzog’s office said the re-
quest would be forwarded to
the pardons department in the
justice ministry, as is standard
practice, to collect opinions,
which would be submitted to
the president’s legal adviser,

Indian student killed in UK stabhing

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Nov 30: A 30-year-old
man, identified locally as an
Indian student, was stabbed
during a street attack in cen-
tral England and later died of
the serious injuries in hospital.

West Mercia Police Friday
issued an appeal for informa-
tion from any witnesses to the
attack in Worcester earlier in
the week.

While the UK police are yet
to formally identify the victim,
reports from India have named
him as Vijay Kumar Sheoran
of Haryana’s Charkhi Dadri
district.

“On Tuesday morning (25
November) around 4:15 am a
30-year-old man was found by
officers on Barbourne Road in
Worcester with serious inju-
ries,” West Mercia Police said
in a statement.

“He was taken to hospital
but sadly died later that day.
Five men were arrested on
suspicion of murder and are
now on bail as the investiga-
tion continues,” the statement
added.

A sixth man who was also ar-
rested on suspicion of murder
has since been released with no

further action.

West Mercia’s Detective
Chief Inspector Lee Holehouse
said the force’s thoughts re-
main with the family and
friends of the man who has
died, as he appealed for infor-
mation.

“Over the course of the last
few days my team have been
conducting extensive lines of
enquiries to ascertain what
happened on Tuesday morning
and what led to a man losing
his life,” said Holehouse.

“As part of these enquiries,
officers will remain on Barbo-
urne Road over the weekend,
and I would like to reassure
the community that this is to
continue gathering evidence
and the public should not be
alarmed.

“The five men who were ar-
rested on suspicion of murder
are now on bail and will contin-
ue to help us with our investi-
gation,” he said.

“l continue to appeal to
anyone who has any informa-
tion that would help with our
enquiries to please come for-
ward, however insignificant
you feel it may be; it could be
a vital piece of information,”
he added.

Mourners flock to

REUTERS

Hong Kong, Nov 30: More
than a thousand people turned
out Sunday to pay tribute to
the victims of Hong Kong’s
deadliest fire in more than 75
years, as Beijing warned it
would use a national security
law to crack down on any “an
ti-China” protest in the wake
of the blaze.

The cause of the blaze at a
high-rise apartment complex,
remains under investigation,
amid public anger over missed
fire risk warnings and evi-
dence of unsafe construction
practices.

Police said Sunday evening
the confirmed death toll had
risen to 146 after they complet-
ed a sweep of five of the burnt
out towers. Some bodies had

been found in stairwells and
on rooftops where residents
had tried to flee. More than 40
people are still considered to be
missing in the fire, police said.

Mourners queued for more
than a kilometre along the
banks of a canal near the
burnt-out Wang Fuk Court
housing complex to lay white
flowers for those who died.
Some attached notes addressed
to the victims.

The smell of smoke still hung
in the air four full days after
the fast-moving blaze fanned
across the exterior of seven
residential towers under ren-
ovation in Hong Kong’s north-
ern Tai Po district.

Seven Indonesian domes-
tic workers and one Filipino
helper have been confirmed
among the dead and dozens

pect that anyone who wishes
for the good of the country
support this step

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU I
ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER

Levin, is a mem-
ber of Netanya-
hu’s Likud party
and a close ally
of the prime min-
ister. “I am required
to testify three times a
weeKk ... That is an impossible
demand that is not made of any
other citizen,” Netanyahu said
in the video statement, empha-
sizing that he had received the
public’s trust by repeatedly win-
ning elections.

Netanyahu was indicted in
2019 in three separate but re-
lated cases that centre around
accusations that he granted
favours to prominent business
figures in exchange for gifts and
sympathetic media coverage.

The prime minister has repeat-
edly denied any wrongdoing.

ll CYCLONE DITWAH: DEATH TOLL CROSSES 330

‘National Guard  Hasina’s extradition
issue ‘alone’ won'’t deter
ties with India: B'desh

shooting suspect
radicalized in US’

REUTERS

Washington, Nov 30: US au-
thorities believe the Afghan
immigrant accused of ambush-
ing National Guard members
in Washington, DC, was not
radicalized until after he came
to the United States, Homeland
Security Secretary Kristi No-
em said Sunday.

Speaking on NBC’s “Meet
the Press” and ABC’s “This
Week,” Noem said authori-
ties think that alleged shooter
Rahmanullah Lakanwal was
already living in Washington
state when he became radical-
ized. Investigators are seeking
more information from family
members and others, Noem
said.

Authorities identified
Lakanwal, 29, as the suspect
in a Wednesday shooting that
took place just blocks away
from the White House and
which Kkilled one National
Guard member and critically
wounded another. After the
shooting, US President Don-
ald Trump’s administration
pointed to a lack of vetting
of Afghans and other foreign
nationals during the term of
former President Joe Biden, al-
though Lakanwal was granted
asylum under Trump.

Lakanwal entered the US in
2021 as part of the Biden admin-
istration’s mass evacuation of
Afghans who aided US forces
during the two-decade war in
Afghanistan as the Taliban
took power.

He was granted asylum in
April by Trump’s adminis-
tration, a government file re-
viewed by Reuters showed.

Noem’s comments suggest
that Lakanwal, who was part of a
CIA-backed unit in Afghanistan,
may have embraced extremism
after arriving in the US.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, Nov 30: Bangladesh
Sunday said it expects the
extradition of deposed prime
minister Sheikh Hasina from
India at the “earliest”, but
stressed that the “issue alone”
would not stand as a barrier in
bilateral ties with New Delhi.

The interim government’s
Foreign Affairs Adviser Mo-
hammad Touhid Hossain
made the remarks while
talking to diplomatic reporters
based in Dhaka.

“I think our (bilateral) rela-
tions won’t (be) stuck on one
issue alone,” he said, when
asked if better relations with
New Delhi could be expected
unless India repatriates the
disposed Bangladesh premier.

Hossain, however, said
that since Hasina was now a
declared convict, Bangladesh
“expects her repatriation from
India at the earliest possible
time”.

The former premier was
sentenced to death in absen-
tia November 17 by a special
tribunal for “crimes against
humanity" over her govern-
ment’s brutal crackdown on
student-led protests last year.

The student-led violent
street protest termed the Ju-
ly Uprising toppled Hasina’s
Awami League regime August
5, 2024, following which she
took refuge in India.

She was earlier declared
a fugitive by a Bangladeshi
court.

In response to another ques-
tion about Dhaka’s ties with
New Delhi under the Muham-
mad Yunus-led interim gov-
ernment, Hossain said, “India
needs some time to adjust to

the new realities”.

The adviser, however, said
he was hopeful the two coun-
tries would witness better ties.

“We would like to have bet-
ter working relations with In-
dia based on interest,” he said.

Earlier Wednesday, Hossain
said India gave “no reply” to
Bangladesh’s earlier request
seeking the extradition of Ha-
sina, but Dhaka now expected
a response from New Delhi
as the “situation is different
now” with the judicial process
completed and the former pre-
mier convicted.

Bangladesh'’s foreign office
last week had sent an “official
letter” to India seeking the ex-
tradition of 78-year-old Hasina
after the special tribunal sen-
tenced her to death.

Two days later, Hossain told
reporters that the government
awaited India’s reply to the
latest request.

Hossain said the formal
extradition request was con-
veyed through the Bangladesh
High Commission in New Del-
hi following the special tribu-
nal’s verdict under the exist-
ing extradition treaty between
the two countries.

INDIA HELPS SLIN RESCUE EFFORTS

=
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Colombo, Nov 30: Indian Air
Force and National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) personnel
continued to assist Sri Lankan
authorities in rescue and relief
efforts Sunday in the aftermath
of the devastation caused by Cy-
clone Ditwah that Kkilled over
330 people.

According to the latest figures
released by Sri Lanka’s Disas-
ter Management Centre(DMC)
at 6 pm Sunday, 334 people have
been killed, with 370 missing in
catastrophic floods and land-
slides caused by Ditwah and
extreme weather conditions
since November 16.

A whopping 11,18,929 people
from 3,09,607 families were af-
fected by the extreme weather,
DMC said.

The NDRF team carried out
rescue operations in Kochikade,
Colombo. “Working closely
with Sri Lankan authorities,
they assisted families affected
by severe flooding and helped
ensure immediate safety,” the
Indian High Commission in Sri

site as Be

of migrant workers remain
missing. An outdoor prayer
meeting in central Hong Kong
for the city’s Filipino commu-
nity was attended by hundreds
Sunday morning.
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Lanka posted on social media.

India sent two urban search
and rescue teams comprising 80
NDRF personnel to the Island
nation under Operation Sagar
Bandhu, reaffirming the spirit
of ‘Neighbourhood First.’

“@NDRFHQ personnel, in
close coordination with local
authorities, continue to under-
take relief operations in Sri Lan-
ka,” External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar posted on social
media.

In a daring operation, IAF
helicopters undertook a hy-
brid rescue mission to extricate

_..a-.n-n.. g

- N LD S

stranded passengers, including
from India, Germany, Slovenia,
the UK and South Africa, from
arestricted zone.

“A Garud commando was
winched down to guide the
group through a cross-country
route to a pre-briefed helipad at
Kotmale, from where 24 passen-
gers — including Indians, for-
eign nationals and Sri Lankans
— were evacuated to Colombo,”
the IAF posted on social media
Sunday.

In a parallel effort, three crit-
ical casualties were airlifted to
Colombo for immediate medical

attention, it said.

The IAF team also airlifted
“five teams of Sri Lankan Ar-
my personnel (40 troops)” from
Diyathalawa Army Camp to
the landslide-affected Kotmale
region to support relief opera-
tions.

“Together in times of need,”
Ministry of External Affairs
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
posted after the IAF operation.

Two Chetak helicopters on
board the aircraft carrier INS
Vikrant also joined the rescue
efforts.

A Bell 212 helicopter belong-
ing to the Sri Lanka Air Force,
engaged in ongoing disaster
relief operations, crashed Sun-
day in the Lunuwila area of
Wennappuwa, the Daily Mirror
Online reported.

Several individuals on board
the helicopter are reported to
have sustained injuries in the
accident, it said.

Meanwhile, the IAF has also
positioned Mi-17 V5 helicopters
in Colombo for swift Humani-
tarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief (HADR) operations.

[jing warns against protests

1

Police Saturday detained
Miles Kwan, 24, who was part
of a group that launched a
petition demanding an inde-
pendent probe into possible
corruption and a review of con-

ore than 1,000 people
wait to pay tribute to fire
victims

eijing warns against using
disaster to ‘disrupt’ city

Authorities investigate
corruption, unsafe materials
related to renovations at the
complex

struction oversight, two people
familiar with the matter said.

The online petition promot-
ed by the group drew over
10,000 signatures by Saturday
afternoon before it was closed.

A second petition with sim-
ilar demands was launched
soon after by a Tai Po resident
living overseas. That had more
than 2,700 signatures as of Sun-
day. "The government owes

Hongkongers genuine, explicit
accountability," it said.

The blaze that ripped
through seven residential
towers near the border with
mainland China has stunned
Hong Kong and authorities
have launched criminal and
corruption investigations.

China’s national security
authorities Saturday warned
individuals against using the
disaster to “plunge Hong Kong
back into the chaos” of 2019,
when massive pro-democracy
protests challenged Beijing and
triggered a political crisis.

“We sternly warn the an-
ti-China disruptors who at-
tempt to ‘disrupt Hong Kong
through disaster’. No matter
what methods you use, you will
certainly be held accountable
and strictly punished.”
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FPIs resume seIIing in
Nov, withdraw 3,765cr
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Our focus has
‘ been ICE and

electric, and
we are fairly grow-
ing in these areas.
In our personal ve-
hicle portfolio, the
customers want to have differenti-
ated products; they do not want to
be in the mass market

R VELUSAMY I MAHINDRA & MAHINDRA
PRESIDENT - AUTOMOTIVE BUSINESS

You could
pick any-
thing, from

engineering tech
to health tech or
fintech to stocks...
You think about it,
and there's a new way to leverage
an Al tool or an Al app...to be able
to cater to that demand. So any
industry with the new Al toolkit
available is a great opportunity
now for people to build in India

SAAHIL GOEL |
SHIPROCKET CO-FOUNDER AND CEQ

We have
‘ seen demand
growth

almost similar
across the country,
except some
states, which

have been lower, and some states
have been higher. Not to compare
region-wise, state wise one can do
some comparisons

NEERAJ AKHOURY |
SHREE CEMENT MANAGING DIRECTOR

SHORT TAKES

¥ Gold could retest
record highs

New Delhi: Gold prices are
poised to remain firm and could
edge closer to record highs next
week as investors await key

US data, Federal Reserve Chair
Jerome Powell's speech and the
Reserve Bank of India's policy
decision, analysts said. "Gold
moves out of the consolidation
range as investors focus on the
manufacturing and services
PMI data from across regions,
US jobs data, and consumer
sentiments," Pranav Mer, Vice
President, EBG - Commodity &
Currency Research, JM Financial
Services Ltd, said. "Adding to
that would be Fed chair Jerome
Powell's speech on Monday,
developments over the Russia-
Ukraine peace talks and RBI
policy meeting on Friday, all of
which will be closely monitored
by traders," he added. On the
Multi Commaodity Exchange
(MCX), gold futures for the
February 2026 contract climbed
by Rs 3,654, or 2.9 per cent,
over the past week to close

at Rs 1,29,504 per 10 grams

on Friday. In the domestic
markets, "rupee's weakness
and local demand have been

a significant contributor to

gold price volatility in the
Indian markets. Demand

from festivals, weddings and
continued jewellery purchases
continues to support precious
metal prices in the Indian
markets," Prathamesh Mallya,
DVP - Research, Non - Agri
Commodities and Currencies,
Angel One, said.

[ Mcap of 7 of top-10 most
valued firms climbs

New Delhi: The combined
market valuation of seven of
the top-10 most valued firms
climbed Rs 96,200.95 crore last
week, with Reliance Industries
and Bajaj Finance stealing

the show, in tandem with an
optimistic trend in equities.
Last week, the BSE benchmark
climbed 474.75 points or 0.55
per cent. On Thursday, the
Sensex hit a record high of
86,055.86. From the top-10
pack, Reliance Industries, HDFC
Bank, ICICI Bank, State Bank
of India, Infosys, Bajaj Finance
and Hindustan Unilever were
the gainers, while Bharti Airtel,
Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) and Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC)
faced erosion from their
valuation. Reliance Industries
added Rs 28,282.86 crore,
taking its market valuation

to Rs 21,20,335.47 crore. The
valuation of Bajaj Finance
climbed Rs 20,347.52 crore to Rs
6,45,676.11 crore. HDFC Bank's
valuation jumped Rs 13,611.11
crore to Rs 15,48,743.67 crore,
and that of ICICI Bank surged
by Rs 13,599.62 crore to Rs
9,92,725.97 crore.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 30: After a
brief pause in October, foreign
investors resumed selling, pull-
ing out a net Rs 3,765 crore from
Indian equities in November,
driven by global risk-off senti-
ment, volatility in global tech
stocks and selective preference
for primary markets over sec-
ondary markets.

This dip in November came
right after a net inflow of Rs
14,610 crore in October, an up-
tick that had broken a three-
month streak of withdrawals
-- Rs 23,885 crore in September,
Rs 34,990 crore in August, and
Rs 17,700 crore in July, accord-
ing to depository data.

The flow trend through No-
vember was shaped by a com-
bination of global and domestic
factors.

On the global front, uncer-
tainty around the US Federal
Reserve's rate-cut trajectory,
a firm US dollar, and weak
risk appetite across emerging
markets kept foreign investors
cautious. Persistent geopoliti-
cal tensions and volatile crude
prices further reinforced the
risk-off tone, said Himanshu
Srivastava, Principal, Manager
Research, Morningstar Invest-
ment Research India.

Domestically, this cautious-
ness was compounded by pock-
ets of stretched valuations and

/\

subdued industrial indicators,
which tempered investor con-
viction despite India's relative-
ly stable macroeconomic back-
drop, he added.

Reflecting this sentiment,
Vagarjaved Khan, Senior Fun-
damental Analyst at Angel
One, noted that the outflows
in November were primarily
driven by global risk aversion
and volatility in tech stocks. IT
services, consumer services,
and healthcare were among the
sectors that faced the sharpest
impact. However, not all indi-
cators point toward a sustained
bearish trend.

VK Vijayakumar, Chief In-
vestment Strategist at Geojit
Investments, believes there is
still no clear evidence of a trend
reversal in FPI flows. He noted
that FPIs were buyers on some
days and sellers on others, an
indication that flows may shift

CaratLane launches its

5th store _|p Khandaglrl

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: Carat-
Lane, India's leading omni-chan-
nel jewellery brand, launched
its fifth store at Khandagiri in
Bhubaneswar. The store was
inaugurated with the tradition
of a coal-breaking ceremony, sig-
nifying the birth of a new store
and prosperous times ahead.
The launch was graced by Chief
Guest Asit Tripathy, Franchise
owner Navpreet Singh, Carat-
Lane Khandagiri Regional Man-
ager, Odisha Arpita Dutta and
loyal customers of the brand.
True to its mission of making
gorgeous jewellery more acces-
sible across India, the brand
has a strong presence in the
country with over 350 stores.
CaratLane effortlessly merges
fashion with innovation to fa-
cilitate the expression of per-
sonal style through its stunning
diamond jewellery pieces.
Saumen Bhaumik, Managing
Director, CaratLane said, “The
Bhubaneswar store is designed
to offer a truly immersive and

Gender boundaries blurring as women enter

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 30: The partic-
ipation of women in creative
and design roles have increased
significantly, driven by the
rapid adoption of digital-first
careers like graphic design,
content creation, and visual
communication, says a report.

According to a report by blue
and grey-collar recruitment
platform WorkIndia, Indian
women are now entering high-
skill, male-dominated profes-
sions at a pace never seen be-
fore.

WorkIndia's data showed
that women's participation in

J

tactile experience. We know
jewellery is personal, and our
focus is on allowing custom-
ers to touch, feel, and try on
designs in a beautiful, com-
fortable setting. This physical
connection, combined with our
strong online presence, is what
makes CaratLane's omni-chan-
nel approach so successful.”

Customers will be able to dis-
cover a stunning mix of stud-
ded and unstudded designs at
the new store, including the
brand’s unmistakable collec-
tions, like Butterfly, Aaranya,
and Ombré. Through inter-
esting IP collaborations, the
brand presents a wide range of
products that evoke nostalgia
with their F.R.I.LE.N.D.S, Dis-
ney, Harry Potter, & Peppa Pig
collections. The store also has a
wide range of popular jewellery
segments such as modern man-
galsutras, everyday earrings,
and cocktail rings. Catering to
a wider audience and a variety
of occasions, the store will also
feature kids jewellery and am-
ple options for gifting.

Creative and Design roles near-
ly doubled (98 per cent) in 2025
as compared to the previous
year.

The momentum continued in
technical design, where wom-
en's applications jumped by
87 per cent, and employers in-
creased openings by 34 per cent
in 2025, compared to the previ-
ous year, signalling widespread
industry acceptance.

Even in Creative and Design,
one of the most balanced cate-
gories, men also recorded 81 per
cent growth, reflecting a strong
cross-gender expansion.

"India is entering a new era
where careers are no longer

7

As demand strength-
ens, we remain
focused on expand-
ing our services and
elevating the travel
experience

RENE DE GROOT I BRITISH AIR-
WAYS CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

as conditions evolve.

The recent rally, with both
Nifty and Sensex hitting new
records on November 27 after
a fourteen-month wait, along
with improved Q2 corporate
earnings and expectations of
further growth in Q3 and Q4,
has lifted market sentiment,
he added.

Looking ahead, Angel One's
Khan said that FPI activity in
December will likely depend on
the US Federal Reserve's rate-
cut signals and progress on the
trade pact between India and
the US.

So far in 2025, FPIs have with-
drawn over Rs 1.43 lakh crore
from Indian equities. Mean-
while, in the debt market, FPIs
invested Rs 8,114 crore under
the general limit while with-
drawing Rs 5,053 crore through
the voluntary retention route
during the same period.

SWELLS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 30: The IPO
momentum shows no signs of
slowing, with another two doz-
en companies, including ICICI
Prudential AMC, Meesho and
Juniper Green Energy, pre-
paring to launch their public
issues that could collectively
raise nearly Rs 40,000 crore
over the next two months, mer-
chant bankers said.

Adding to this robust pipe-
line are prominent names such
as artificial intelligence firm
Fractal Analytics, home and
sleep solutions brand Wakefit
Innovations, technology-led
security and surveillance firm
Innovatiview India, and hos-
pital chain Park Medi World,
they added.

This exceptional pipeline not
only reflected the confidence
of issuers but also highlight-
ed investors' appetite to seize
listing-day gains or back com-
panies with strong long-term
growth potential.

Moreover, companies across
the spectrum -- large, mid- and
small-caps -- are gearing up to
tap the IPO route in the coming
weeks.

Experts attribute this mo-
mentum to rising retail partic-
ipation and resilient domestic
inflows, which have been in-
strumental in sustaining the
fundraising surge.

So far this year, 96 compa-
nies have debuted on the stock
exchanges, raising Rs 1.6 lakh
crore. More than 40 of these list-
ings occurred in the last three
months alone, highlighting the

dictated by gender, but by am-
bition and skill.

"The rise of women in engi-
neering-aligned creative roles

FINANCE, TECH FOR GREEN ECONOMY

Industry body Cll has urged the government
to set up a dedicated finance institution and
tech expo fund to support initiatives related
to promoting the green economy, as there
are significant gaps in long-term and low-
cost capital availability in the country.

9 economic Bills
to be taken up
in Winter Session

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 30: The
government has listed nine
economic Bills, including a
bill to amend Insurance Laws
and two others to levy tax and
cess on sin goods like tobacco
and pan masala, for the Winter
Session of Parliament begin-
ning Monday.

As per the list of Bills cir-
culated with the members of
Parliament for the upcoming
session, the government propos-
es to introduce The Insurance
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2025, to
raise the FDI limit in the insur-
ance sector to 100 per cent, from
74 per cent, as part of new-gener-
ation financial reforms.

Besides, The Central Excise
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, and
'The Health Security se Na-
tional Security Cess Bill, 2025'
are listed for introduction by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Lok Sabha
Monday. Besides, the Securi-
ties Markets Code Bill 2025, is
listed for introduction, which
will ensure a unified securities
Market code for ease of doing
business.

The other economy-related
Bills scheduled in the Winter
Session are the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (Amendment)
Bill, 2025, The Manipur Goods
and Services Tax (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2025, The Na-
tional Highways (Amendment)
Bill, 2025, and The Corporate
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2025.

RBI may cut interest
rate by 25 bps in Dec

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 30: The RBI may
trim the benchmark lending
rate by 25 bps in its forthcom-
ing monetary policy meeting,
as inflationary pressures are
subdued, though some experts
believe the central bank is like-
ly to keep the rate unchanged in
the backdrop of better-than-ex-
pected GDP growth of 8.2 per
cent in the second quarter.

The consumer price index
(CPI) based headline retail in-
flation is ruling below the 2 per
cent lower band mandated by
the government for the last two
months.

Some experts, however, be-
lieve that the RBI may contin-
ue with the pause on interest
rates as economic growth has
picked up, sustained by fiscal
consolidation, targeted public
investment, and various re-
forms, such as the GST rate cut.

The Monetary Policy Com-
mittee meeting is scheduled
from December 3-5, 2025.

RBI Governor Sanjay Malho-
tra is scheduled to announce
the decision of rate-setting
panel December 5.

The central bank started its
rate-easing cycle in February
last year. It has cumulatively
reduced the repo rate by 100 ba-
sis points in successive policy
announcements to 5.5 per cent,
before hitting the pause button
in August.

According to some experts,

This exceptional pipeline not only reflected
the confidence of issuers but also
highlighted investors' appetite to seize
listing-day gains or back companies with
strong long-term growth potential

heightened activity in the pri-
mary market.

In comparison, 91 public is-
sues collectively mobilised Rs
1.6 lakh crore in 2024, support-
ed by resilient retail participa-
tion, strong private capex, and
a buoyant economy.

With several IPOs scheduled
for December, the total fund-
raising in 2025 could touch Rs 2
lakh crore, setting a new record
for India's primary markets,
said Thomas Stephen, Head -
Preferred, Anand Rathi Share
and Stock Brokers.

"This is remarkable given the
global volatility and a muted
secondary market. Strong do-
mestic liquidity has supported
high valuations, and mutual
funds, earlier cautious on pre-
IPO deals, are now meaning-

and law, alongside men moving
confidently into HR and beauty,
shows that young Indians are
rewriting long-held stereotypes.

fully increasing allocations,"
Stephen added.

According to him, India's ro-
bust consumption story, aided
by GST and income-tax ratio-
nalisation, has encouraged ma-
ny consumer-facing businesses
to consider listing.

Echoing this sentiment,
Shantanu Awasthi, Co-found-
er & CEO of Mavenark, noted
that companies previously hes-
itant about tapping the public
markets now recognise that
sustained growth will require
substantial capital infusion.

The fundraising wave is ex-
pected to help firms finance
expansion, capital expenditure,
debt repayment, and other cor-
porate purposes.

Among the key players in
the upcoming IPO slate, ICICI

the RBI may trim the bench-
mark lending rate by 25 bps
in its forthcoming monetary
policy meeting, as inflationary
pressures are subdued. The
consumer price index (CPI)-
based headline retail inflation
has been ruling below the 2 per
cent lower band mandated by
the government for the last two
months.

This year, the story has been
about growth overshooting and
inflation undershooting, said a
HDFC Bank report.

"Therefore, the upcoming
RBI rate decision remains a
close call. But given the linger-
ingrisks on growth (in H2) and
inflation expected to remain
well below 4 per cent until Q3
FY27, we see that there may
still be a chance of another
25bps rate cut at the upcoming
policy," it said.

A research report from the
State Bank of India's economic
research department said that
with a strong GDP growth and
minimal inflation, it is now
for the RBI to communicate to
the broader markets the rate
trajectory in the MPC meeting
this week, as well as continuing
with the neutral stance.

e 2 dozen Companles line up
340,000-cr public offers

Prudential AMC aims to raise
Rs 10,000 crore in the second
half of December, merchant
bankers said.

According to the draft red
herring prospectus (DRHP),
the issue will be entirely an of-
fer for sale (OFS) of 1.76 crore
equity shares by its UK-based
promoter Prudential Corpora-
tion Holdings.

Meanwhile, SoftBank-backed
Meesho is planning to raise Rs
5,421 crore through an issue
opening on December 3. The
IPO comprises a fresh issue
worth Rs 4,250 crore and an
OFS of 10.55 crore shares val-
ued at Rs 1,171 crore at the
upper band. At the same time,
Precision component maker
Aequs' Rs 922 crore and Vidya
Wires' Rs 300 crore public of-
fering would be available for
subscription.

Other sizeable offerings
planned for December includ-
ed -- Clean Max Enviro Energy
Solutions (Rs 5,200 crore), Frac-
tal Analytics (Rs 4,900 crore)
and Juniper Green Energy (Rs
3,000 crore).

Also preparing for the mar-
ket between December and
January are- Manipal Pay-
ment, Kanodia Cement, Corona
Remedies, Milky Mist, Amagi
Media Labs, Nephrocare Health
Services, Veeda Clinical, LCC
Projects, Waterways Leisure,
KSH International, Skyways
Air Services, Ardee Engineer-
ing, PNGS Reva Diamond, and
CIEL HR Services.

Together, these companies are
expected to raise Rs 40,000 crore,
the merchant bankers said.

high-skill professions

This shift is not temporary,
it marks a permanent trans-
formation in how the country
views talent and opportunity,"
WorkIndia CEO and co-founder
Nilesh Dungarwal said.

The report is based on an
analysis of data on WorkIndia
platform in 2024 and 2025.

According to the report, the
most dramatic shift emerged in
the legal sector, where women
applicants rose by 137 per cent
from 2024 to 2025, marking the
strongest growth across all in-
dustries tracked.

Employers echoed this shift
with a 55 per cent rise in legal
openings for women, pointing

to a structural change in In-
dia's legal talent pipeline, said
the report.

According to data, male ap-
plicants in Human Resources
have climbed by 73 per cent in
2025, as compared to the previ-
ous year, supported by a 58 per
cent rise in job postings target-
ing men, clear evidence that
companies are actively diver-
sifying talent in recruitment,
training, and people operations.

These trends signal a broader
redefinition of masculinity in
the workplace and a growing
acceptance of men in roles tra-
ditionally dominated by wom-
en, the report added.
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Kohli turns back the clock

The star batter
smashes 135 as Men
in Blue nose ahead

in series with win in
Ranchi in a nail-biting
thriller

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi, Nov 30: Virat Kohli
reaffirmed his enduring val-
ue to India's ODI setup with a
perfectly paced century that
shaped his team's 17-run vic-
tory over South Africa in the
series-opener, here Sunday.

On a flat JSCA surface, Kohli
(135 off 120 balls) controlled the
tempo of the innings from the
moment he walked in, anchor-
ing India's imposing 349 for
eight with an effort that blend-
ed classical stroke-play with
calculated acceleration.

The value of Kohli's 52nd ODI
ton became even clearer during
South Africa's chase, which dis-
integrated at the beginning un-
der sustained Indian pressure.

With Harshit Rana's (3/54)
triple strike and support from
pacer Arshdeep Singh (2/64)
and left-arm wrist-spinner
Kuldeep Yadav (4/68), India
always got wickets whenever
Proteas threatened to get away
and finally ended on 332.

Courtesy Marco Jansen's
counter-attacking 70 and Mat-
thew Breetzke's composed 72,
South Africa kept their fans in-
terested but India had no trou-
ble whatsoever in wrapping
up the contest for a 1-0 lead in
three-match series. Kuldeep's
twin strike in the 34th over ac-
tually became decisive after a
breezy 97-run stand between

Breetzke and Jansen as e
the wily left-arm wrist 24
spinner removed both |

within a space P
of three de- TS
liveries.

Dew
was also

a factor in
South Africa
getting some
easy runs as
Indian  bowl-
ers struggled to
grip the ball under

SHORT TAKES

West Ham great
Billy Bonds dies

London: Billy Bonds, the former
West Ham United player and
manager described as one of
soccer's “greatest competitors,”
has died. He was 79. His death
was confirmed in a statement by
his family via West Ham Sunday.
The Premier League club said
Bonds “passed away peacefully”
Sunday. Former West Ham captain
Bonds was the longest-serving
player in the club's history, making
799 appearances over a 21-year
spell. He won two FA Cups before
retiring at the age of 41. He
managed West Ham from 1990-94.
In 2018, West Ham fans voted
Bonds the club's greatest-ever
player.

Russell announces
retirement from IPL

Kolkata:
Swashbuckling
all-rounder
Andre Russell
Sunday
announced
his retirement
from the
Indian Premier
League ahead
of the mini auction scheduled

for December 16, and will join
three-time winners Kolkata

Knight Riders' coaching staff.

The 37-year-old Russell, who has
been an integral part of of the KKR
side since IPL 2014, will join their
coaching staff as a "power coach"
ahead of the 2026 edition for which
an auction will be held in Abu
Dhabi. By joining the support staff,
Russell has followed the footsteps
of another venerable T20 cricketer
from the Caribbean, Kieron Pollard,
who serves as the batting coach

of Mumbai Indians, even though
he represents the franchise in
other leagues. Russell, who has not
missed a season of the IPL since
2012, represented erstwhile Delhi
Daredevils in his first two editions.
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Kohli breaks
Sachin's record
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irat Kohli added another feather
to his decorated ODI cap,
smashing his 52nd ODI hundred

in the first ODI between India and
South Africa at Ranchi Sunday. The
imperious knock not only anchored
the Indian innings but also saw the
former captain break new ground,
further cementing his status as one
of the game's undeniable greats.
The century helped Kohli extend his
own record for the most hundreds
by any player in men's ODI cricket,
moving him comfortably clear of the
49 tons amassed by the great Sachin
Tendulkar. In the process of reaching
his 52nd ODI ton, Kohli went on to
break a gigantic record held by the

Master Blaster Sachin Tendulkar,
becoming the man with the most
hundreds in a single format.
Tendulkar, with 51 hundreds in Test

cricket, held the record jointly with
Kohli until the latter reached the
triple-digit score in Ranchi.

Gateball Tournament 2025
kicks off in Bhubaneswar

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 30: The
Iconic India International Open
Gateball Tournament 2025 be-
gan with grand celebrations at
Kalinga Stadium here Sunday.
The event is jointly organized
by the Iconic Sports Federation
(ISF) and the Indian Gateball
Union (IGU).

The opening ceremony was
graced by several distinguished
guests, including former Gov-
ernor Ganeshi Lal, Panchaya-
ti Raj Minister Rabi Narayan
Naok, MP Rabindra Narayan
Behera, and others.

A total of 200 Indian athletes
from 18 states are competing in
the two day tournament, along
with teams and officials from
Taiwan, Thailand, Japan and

Indonesia. With such inter-
national participation, Bhu-
baneswar once again strength-
ens its position on the global
sports map.

Key ISF leaders—Chidat-
mika Khatua, Sanjay Choud-
hury, Sheikh Abdul Samim,
Pradeepta Mohanty, and Exec-
utive Chairman Tarini Prasad
Mohanty—were present at the
event. Senior IGU officials, in-
cluding * Umakant Pani, also
joined the ceremony.

In an announcement, ISF
revealed plans to launch an In-
ternational Gateball League in
Canada soon.

“Our mission is to make In-
dia a global icon in sports. This
tournament marks the begin-
ning of a new journey,” said ISF
Director Sanjay Choudhury.

Rohit Sharma became the undisputed
six- hitting king in ODI cricket, taking the No 1
spot from Pakistan's Shahid Afridi in the first
0DI against South Africa. Rohit smashed the
Iong-standing record held by for-
’ mer Pakistan captain Shahid Afridi
(351) by sending a delivery high

; / mto the stands to claim his 352nd six

lights. /
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Africa needed 18

off the last over = and

Prasidh Krishna ensured

the hosts do not suffer a heart-
break after all the hard work
by dismissing Corbin Bosch
(67) with the second delivery.

Earlier Kohli's commanding
knock came off 120 balls with
seven sixes and 11 fours. His
136-run stand with Rohit Shar-
ma (57 off 51) for the second
wicket set up India's big total
on a JSCA shirtfront.

With Kohli no longer part of
T201Is, and no ODIs scheduled
for India after New Zealand se-
ries in January, every outing
in the format now comes with
significance. The 36-year-old
responded with trademark
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authority, reminding the se-

' lectors and team management

that he remains India's most
bankable batter in the format.

Rohit too had a great plat-
form to assert himself after be-
ing dropped at 1 but he could
make only 57 before being
trapped by Jansen.

Still, their 136-run partner-
ship - during a much-antic-
ipated 'Ro-Ko' show -- would
give confidence not to the two
stalwarts but also the team
management that they still be-
long to big stage and can serve
India a bit more.

Brief scores: India: 349/8 in 50
overs (Virat Kohli 135, Rohit
Sharma 57, KL Rahul 60; Ottneil
Baartman 2/60, Nandre Burger
2/65) beat South Africa: 332

all out in 49.2 overs (Matthew
Breeetzke 72, Marco Jansen 70;
Kuldeep Yadav 4/68, Harshit
Rana 3/65) by 17 runs.
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Treesa-Gayatri defend title;
Srikanth suffers heartbreak

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, Nov 30: The Indian
pair of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand retained the wom-
en's doubles crown but Kidambi
Srikanth's hopes of snapping an
eight-year title drought went up
in smoke as he suffered a heart-
breaking loss in the final of the
Syed Modi International Super
300 here Sunday.

Former winner Srikanth, a
2021 world championships sil-
ver medallist, went down 16-21
21-8 20-22 to world No 59 Jason
Gunawan of Hong Kong in a
67-minute thriller.

The 32-year-old had last won
a title in 2017 at the French
Open and had come close
earlier this year, finishing
runner-up at the Malaysia
Masters Super 500. Defending
champions Treesa and Gayatri,
however, produced an attack-
ing masterclass to rally from
a game down and outwit the
world No 35 pair of Japan's
Kaho Osawa and Mai Tanabe
17-21 21-18 21-15 in a pulsating
one hour and 16-minute final.
They were playing only their
second event since Gayatri's
return from a five-month shoul-
der injury layoff.

Treesa-Gayatri show class
The women's doubles final be-

I hadn't played a lot
in last few months, so
this tournament is a
big boost for me for
the season ahead, so
I am very happy

GAYATRI GOPICHAND

gan with a breathtaking 49-shot
rally, setting the tone for a high-in-
tensity contest as both pairs
fought tooth and nail before Osa-
wa and Tanabe edged ahead 6-3.
A couple of sharp smashes
from Treesa pulled the Indians
level, and an Osawa forehand
error helped them move to 8-6.
The Japanese, however, re-
grouped to take a slender lead
at the interval and maintained
their hold to stretch it to 18-15.
A backhand cross-court return
from Tanabe caught Gayatri off
guard, and another Indian error
handed the Japanese five game
points. Treesa and Gayatri
saved two, but Tanabe closed
out the opener with a smash.
Switching sides brought a
momentum shift as the Indians
found their rhythm and showed
excellent anticipation to surge to
9-2. Though a few shots drifted
into the net, they held an 11-5 ad-
vantage at the break, bolstered
by another booming Treesa
smash from the backcourt.
Treesa and Gayatri continued
to dictate the rallies, marching
to 17-9. Treesa's quick racquet
speed and sharp movement al-
lowed her to rain down attack-
ing returns, taking the Indians
to 20-11. They squandered two
game points before a long lift
from the Japanese forced the
match into the decider.

When we started playing together,
coordination was an issue, but now
we are all-round players -- me and
Gayatri can play anywhere. Our
rotation was good, and it was on
display today

TREESA JOLLY

Puligilla-Sherif's podium finish

This marks the first time an Indian driver and co-driver pair claimed a
podium spot in any WRC category

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jeddah (Saudi Arabia), Nov
30: Indian rally racing touched
a historic milestone as Hyder-
abad's Naveen Puligilla and
co-driver Musa Sherif became
the first pair from the coun-
try to finish on the podium in
a World Rally Championship
event here.

Competing in the WRC3
category at the Saudi Arabia
Rally 2025, Puligilla and Sherif
finished second in their class.

According to provisional
results, the duo completed
the gruelling rally in a time
of 4 hours, 28 minutes and 58.7
seconds, finishing 26th overall
among 41 cars.

Their Ford Fiesta Rally3, pre-
pared by Africa Eco Sports of
Nairobi, Kenya, was just 1 min-
ute 14.2 seconds behind the next
WRC3 competitor, giving them
a comfortable margin ahead of
the rest of their class.

This achievement stood
out amid a strong field domi-
nated by cutting-edge Rally 1
and Rally 2 cars from factory
teams like Hyundai, Toyota,

and M-Sport Ford.

This marks the first time an
Indian driver and co-driver
pair claimed a podium spot in
any WRC category.

Puligilla and Sherif demon-
strated seamless teamwork on
some of the rally's most-chal-
lenging terrains, which includ-
ed fast gravel roads, shifting
sand dunes, and broken desert
tracks over 17 demanding spe-
cial stages.

For Puligilla, this podium

Inter Miami enter MLS Cup final

Messi creates football
history as he surpasses
Ferenc Puskas' record by
delivering his 405th assist
to break the world record
for most assists

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Fort Lauderdale, Nov 30: Lio-
nel Messi will play for another
trophy. Jordi Alba and Sergio
Busquets clearly aren't ready to
begin their retirements, either.

Tadeo Allende scored three
goals — Alba and Busquets, a
pair of longtime Messi team-

mates who will retire when this
season ends, had the assists on
his first two — and Inter Miami
topped New York City FC 5-1 on
Saturday night for the Eastern
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Conference title and a berth in
the MLS Cup final.

Mateo Silvetti scored in the
67th minute for Inter Miami,
with Messi setting up that goal

— the 405th assist of his career
for club and country, which
is generally believed to be the
most in soccer history. Telasco
Segovia scored off a heel pass
from Alba in the 83rd minute
to turn it into a runaway, and
Allende finishing off the hat
trick in the 89th minute was
the final play.

Tennis star Carlos Alcaraz
brought the East trophy onto
the field to present to Inter Mi-
ami's ownership, before it was
handed to Messi. Fireworks,
confetti and a ton of happy
photos and hugs followed, but
it was also clear this wasn't the
trophy Inter Miami wants most.
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caps off an impressive season.

The Hyderabad driver
showed consistent growth
throughout the year, with a
podium finish at the Tanzania
Rally and a category win at
India's National Rally Cham-
pionship's Robusta Rally in
Kodagu.

"This podium means far
more than just a trophy. It
proves that Indian crews can
compete at the highest level on
the world stage,” said Puligilla.

Sultan Azlan Shah Cup:
Belgium edge out India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Malaysia, Nov 30: In an en-
tertaining final, Belgium beat
India 1-0 in a closely-fought en-
counter to lift the Sultan Azlan
Shah Cup here Sunday.

India were forced to settle
for a silver, thanks to Thibeau
Stockbroekx's lone goal of the
match in the 34th minute.

This is Belgium's maiden Sul-
tan Azlan Shah title and only
their second appearance in the
event.

Unfortunately for India, who
were coming into this match
after a high-scoring 14-3 win
against Canada Saturday, they
couldn't convert the three pen-
alty corners.

While Jugraj Singh, Amit
Rohidas and Sanjay have been
successful in the PC attack
during this tournament, they
could not beat the Belgian de-
fence.

This was India's second de-
feat in this tournament after
losing 2-3 to the European
powerhouse in the league
stage.

There were intense midfield
battles and with experienced
stars like Manpreet Singh and
Hardik Singh rested for the
tournament, the onus was on
the younger lot who did well to
keep narrow margins.

I AFC U17 ASIAN CUP
Indomitable India stun Iran

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad, Nov 30: An in-
domitable Indian football team
staged a remarkable comeback
to stun overwhelming favour-
ites Iran 2-1 in their last Group

D qualifying game and seal a
place in the 2026 AFC U17 Asian
Cup here Sunday.

The Blue Colts had achieved
what looked, for long stretches
of the match, almost impossible
thanks to goals from Dallalmu-
on Gangte (45+1' penalty) and
Gunleiba Wangkheirakpam
(52") at the EKA Arena.

This was after Amirreza Va-
lipoor put the visitors ahead
with his 19th minute strike.
The next U17 Asian Cup is to
be held in Saudi Arabia and it
will be India's 10th appearance
in the tournament.
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