
VOLUME 15, ISSUE 241 I www.orissapost.com BHUBANESWAR | TUESDAY | DECEMBER 2, 2025 12 PAGES | `5.00

The government’s decision to 
mandate the pre-installation 
of the Sanchar Saathi app on 
all new smartphones—and to 
make it non-removable—is a 
landmark shift. While it empow-
ers users to fi ght fraud and re-
claim lost devices, it also raises 
the stakes on digital rights and 
State infl uence over personal 
technology. Experts warn that 
imposing a government app on 
users, with no option to remove 
it, bypasses user consent and 
could open the door to surveil-
lance. No wonder Apple, known 
for its strict privacy policies, 
has historically refused to pre-
load third-party or government 
apps. This directive puts it in 
direct confl ict with Indian reg-
ulators. Whether one sees it as 
a guardian angel or a digital 
watchdog, one thing is clear: our 
next smartphone will come with 
the government already inside

REUTERS

New Delhi, Dec 1: The Tele-
com Ministry has privately 
asked smartphone makers to 

pre-load all new devices with 
a state-owned cyber security 
app that cannot be deleted, a 
government order showed, a 
move likely to antagonise Ap-
ple and privacy advocates.

India is one of the world’s 
largest telephone markets, with 
more than 1.2 billion subscrib-
ers, and government fi gures 
show the app, launched in Jan-
uary, has helped recover more 
than 700,000 lost phones, includ-
ing 50,000 in October alone.

Apple, which has previously 
locked horns with the telecoms 
regulator over development of 
a government anti-spam mo-
bile app, is among the compa-

nies, such as Samsung, Vivo, 
Oppo and Xiaomi bound by the 
new order.

The November 28 order, seen 
by Reuters, gives major smart-
phone companies 90 days to 
ensure that the government’s 
Sanchar Saathi app is pre-in-
stalled on new mobile phones, 
with a provision that users 
cannot disable it.

For devices already in the 
supply chain, manufacturers 
should push the app to phones 
via software updates, the min-
istry said in its order, which 
was not made public and was 
sent privately to select compa-
nies.

The government said the app 
was essential to combat “seri-
ous endangerment” of telecom 
cyber security from duplicate 
or spoofed IMEI numbers, 
which enable scams and net-
work misuse. Apple, Google, 
Samsung and Xiaomi did not 
respond to requests for com-
ment. India’s telecoms minis-
try also did not respond.

However, civil society and 
legal experts have raised 

alarms about the directive’s 
implications for privacy and 
user agency.

Mishi Choudhary, a technol-
ogy lawyer and internet rights 
advocate, told Reuters that the 
move is “cause for concern,” 
arguing that “the government 
effectively removes user con-
sent as a meaningful choice” 
when an app is forced onto ev-
ery new phone and cannot be 
removed.

Privacy advocates also com-
pare India’s step to Russia’s 
MAX pre-install requirement, 
warning that such policies 
normalise state-mandated apps 
and blur the line between tar-
geted safety tools and broader 
digital surveillance or service 
promotion.

Critics stress that while San-
char Saathi’s current functions 
are clearly focused on device 
security and fraud preven-
tion, baking a non-removable 
government app into every 
handset creates a precedent 
that future administrations 
could expand in ways that go 
beyond lost-phone tracking.

CENTRE’S CYBER SECURITY 
MOVE SPARKS CONCERN

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Dec 1: A Govern-
ment Railway Police (GRP) con-
stable posted at the offi ce of the 
Rourkela Railway Superinten-
dent of Police died by hanging 
Sunday night at his residence 
in Basanti Colony here, offi cials 
said Monday.

The deceased was identifi ed 
as Sheikh Ahmad Hussain, 48. 
He lived with his wife, Namita 
Mahtab. According to police, 
Namita was sleeping in another 
room at the time of the incident. 
When she tried to wake her hus-
band by knocking on the door, 
she received no response. After 
repeated attempts, she alerted 
neighbours, who helped break 
open the door.

Inside, Hussain was found 
hanging from a ceiling fan us-
ing a scarf. Local police were 
immediately informed. Udit 
Nagar police arrived at the 
scene, recovered the body, 
conducted an inquest and sent 
it to the Rourkela Government 
Hospital for post-mortem.

The couple’s daughter works 
in Bangalore. Both husband 
and wife were employed at the 
SSP offi ce, police said.

The reason behind the sui-
cide remains unclear. Police 
have registered a case.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Boss has clearly said people want 
delivery, not drama. So our job is 
to focus only on creating drama

SUBASA CHANDRA PADHY, OP

Berhampur, Dec 1: A wom-
an doctor from Berhampur, 
soon to turn 100, has shown 
remarkable generosity by do-
nating her lifelong savings to 
support healthcare develop-
ment. 

Identified as Professor 
Dr K Lakshmibai, a retired 
obstetrician and gyanecolo-
gist has donated `3.4 crore 
to All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), 
Bhubaneswar ahead of her 

centenary celebration.
The donation has been 

earmarked for the Women’s 
Cancer Care and Treatment 
Center in the AIIMS.

Born December 5, 1926, 
Lakshmibai studied MBBS at 
Srirama Chandra Bhanja (SCB) 
Medical College and Hospital in 
Cuttack from 1945 to 1950. She 
was a member of the institu-
tion’s fi rst MBBS batch. She 
later completed a diploma and 
then a master’s degree in ob-
stetrics and gyanecology from 
Madras Medical College in 1958.

Lakshmibai began her med-
ical career in 1950 at district 
headquarters hospital in 
Sundargarh. She retired in 
1986 from Maharaja Krushna 
Chandra Gajapati (MKCG) 
Medical College and Hospital 
in Berhampur. She now lives 
at her home at Bhaba Nagar 
in Berhampur.

She is expected to announce 
the donation formally during 
her 100th birthday celebration 
to be held December 5. Laksh-
mibai said she is delighted to 
dedicate her lifelong savings 

to healthcare services.
Her former students, in-

cluding renowned gynecolo-
gy professors P Bharati and 
Dr Bharati Mishra, are co-
ordinating the process. They 
said their mentor’s generosity 
will inspire many as they ex-
pressed their happiness.

Lakshmibai has previous-
ly received the Bharat Jyoti 
Award, the International 
Friendship Society Award 
and the Best Citizen of India 
Award for her contributions 
to healthcare services. 

At 99, Berhampur woman doc gifts `3.4 crore to AIIMS
Dr Lakshmibai, an alumnus of SCB Medical College and Hospital in Cuttack, is expected to make the 

announcement formally during her 100th birthday celebration to be held December 5

Dr K Lakshmibai During her younger days

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: The 
state government has identi-
fi ed 51 Bangladeshi infi ltrators 
in different districts since the 
BJP came to power in the state, 
and 49 of them were deported 
to their nation, Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi told the 
Assembly Monday.

In a written reply to a ques-
tion of BJD legislator Goutam 
Buddha Das, the chief minister 
said, “Since the new govern-
ment came to power in Odisha, 
a total of 51 Bangladeshis have 
been identifi ed in various dis-
tricts of the state.” The BJP gov-
ernment led by Majhi assumed 
offi ce on June 12, 2024.

Out of the identifi ed infi ltra-
tors, 49 were repatriated, while 
cases were registered against 
two others — one in Ganjam 
and another in Kandhamal — 
for obtaining Indian passports 
using fake documents, and they 
were sent to judicial custody, 
the CM added.

According to Majhi’s state-
ment, 24 Bangladeshi infi ltra-
tors from Urban Police District 
(UPD)-Bhubaneswar in Khurda 
district, 15 from UPD-Cuttack, 
six from Ganjam district, three 
from Kandhamal and one from 
Koraput district were deported 
following a legal process.

In another statement to the 
Assembly, Majhi said his gov-
ernment has formed a Special 
Task Force (STF) to identify, 

detain and deport illegal Ban-
gladeshi immigrants, following 
the instructions from the Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

All the superintendents of 
police are working as per the 
MHA instruction, he added.

Two state-level and 18 dis-
trict-level holding centres have 
also been established to keep 
identifi ed Bangladeshi infi l-
trators until their deportation, 
Majhi informed.

So far, the state has exam-
ined 1,768 suspected immi-
grants, of whom 1,667 Indians 
were released after verifi cation 
of their documents, while 51 
were confi rmed as Bangladeshi 
infi ltrators, he added.

Document verifi cation for an-
other 50 suspects is still under-
way to confi rm their domicile 
status, the CM said.

The superintendents of po-
lice and nodal agency offi cers 
are being regularly instructed 
to identify the Bangladeshi 
infi ltrators and to take strong 
action against them, Majhi said 
in his written statement.

CM: 49 Bangla infi ltrators
deported since June 2024

Visually impaired T20 Women’s World Cup winners receive warm welcome upon their arrival in Bhubaneswar, Monday   PHOTO: BIKASH NAYAK

SYMBOLS OF RESILIENCE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 1: The Su-
preme Court Monday came 
down heavily on the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) asking as 
to why it was not using Artifi -
cial Intelligence (AI) to fi nd out 
and freeze bank accounts used 
by cyber criminals.      

It issued notice to the Central 
bank and sought its response as 
to why AI or machine learning 
technology was not employed 
to freeze bank accounts used in 
cyber fraud cases. The top court, 
which passed the directions in a 
suo motu case registered on the 
complaint of an elderly couple 
from Haryana, noted that mostly 
senior citizens were targeted by 
cyber criminals and their hard-
earned money extorted.  The 
court also ordered the CBI to car-
ry out a unifi ed pan-India probe 
into digital arrest scam cases.

Digital arrest is a growing 
form of cyber crime in which 
fraudsters pose as law en-
forcement or court offi cials or 
personnel from government 
agencies to intimidate victims 
through audio and video calls. 
They hold the victims hostage 

and put pressure on them to 
pay money. A bench of Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant 
and Justice Joymalya Bagc-
hi asked the states, including 
Opposition ruled West Bengal, 
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and 
Telangana, to accord assent to 
CBI for probing digital arrest 
cases in their jurisdiction.

It directed Information 
Technology intermediaries to 
provide details and coopera-
tion to CBI in probe related to 
digital arrest cases. The bench 
also directed the CBI to take as-
sistance from Interpol to reach 
cyber criminals operating from 
offshore tax haven countries. It 
asked the Department of Tele-
com to ensure that telecom ser-
vice providers do not provide 
multiple SIM cards to one user 
or entity, which may be used in 
cyber crimes.

SC raps RBI over 
digital arrest cases

GRP constable ends 
life in Rourkela

RAJ BHAVAN IS 
NOW LOK BHAVAN
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: In a 
historic step toward great-
er transparency and citizen 
participation, Odisha has re-
named its official Raj Bhavans 
as Lok Bhavan. The capital’s 
Raj Bhavan will now be called 
Lok Bhavan, while the Puri 
Raj Bhavan has been renamed 
Lok Bhavan, Puri.

Governor Hari Babu Kam-
bhampati, announcing the 
change, said, “Happy to share 
a meaningful milestone for 
Odisha as Raj Bhavan is now 
Lok Bhavan, a name that tru-
ly reflects the aspirations of 
our people. Inspired by the 
vision of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and guided by 
the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
this change reinforces our 
commitment to transparency, 
accessibility, and a stronger 
public connect. Lok Bhavan 
now stands as a vibrant space 
for public engagement and in-
clusive progress, reflecting 
our resolve to build deeper 
participation in governance. 
I am honoured to lead this 
transition for Odisha.”

New Delhi: The CBI has arrested 
a person in connection with the 
kidnapping of Rubaiyya Sayeed, 
daughter of then Union home 
minister Mufti Mohammed Sayeed, 
by JKLF terrorists on December 
8, 1989, offi cials said Monday. 
The suspect, a resident of Ishber 
Nishat, was arrested by the agency 
for his alleged involvement in the 
crime 36 years ago, they said.  P9

1 held in Rubaiyya 
kidnapping case

PC’s  goal Global arms race Auto sales surge Dream run
Actor Priyanka Chopra says her 
creative hunger is far from over as 
she looks ahead to a new chapter 
in her international career

 

Revenues from arms sale by 100 
largest defence companies rose 
by 5.9% last year, with demand 
boosted by wars in  multiple fronts

Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and 
Mahindra & Mahindra, see robust 
growth in sales in November as 
compared to the same month last year

India look to continue its winning 
streak against Switzerland in the 
fi nal group league encounter at the 
FIH Junior Men’s World Cup
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New Delhi: Global head-turner Priyanka Chopra 
Jonas, who continues to straddle industries and 
continents, says her creative appetite is far from 
satisfi ed as she looks ahead to a new chapter in her 
international career.

Refl ecting on her journey, the star, who stepped in-
to Hollywood in 2015 with the American TV series 
Quantico, where she played the lead role of FBI 
recruit Alex Parrish, noted that while she 
has explored almost every genre in Hindi 
cinema, she feels she has “barely scratched 
the surface” in her English-language work.

Asked what drives her now valida-
tion, legacy, or the desire to create space 
for others who dream beyond borders, 
Priyanka, who has worked in Hollywood 
projects such as Baywatch, Isn’t It Romantic, 
The White Tiger, The Matrix Resurrections, 
Heads of States and the action thriller series 
Citadel, told this news agency in an exclusive 
chat: “I think a little bit of all of it. I feel that 
as an artist, I still have a lot more to do in my 
English-language work. I feel like I haven’t 
even scratched the surface.”

“In my Hindi cinema fi lmography, 
I’ve worked across almost 
every genre possible, and now 
I’m seeking to do the same in 
my English-language or inter-

national work, whatever 
language that might be in.”

IANS

Mumbai: Actress Samantha Ruth Prabhu tied 
the knot with fi lmmaker Raj Nidimoru in a 
traditional ceremony Monday. 

While reports were doing the rounds that 
the couple will be entering matrimony soon, 
the Yashoda actress formally announced the 
new chapter in her life through a special social 
media post.

Samantha took to her offi cial 
Instagram handle and dropped 
some beautiful moments from 
her simple, traditional yet 
elegant nuptials.

While the bride was 
a sight for the sore 

eyes in a red silk 
saree with gold-
en embellish-
ments, the 
director opt-
ed for a white 
kurta pajama 
with a cream 
Nehru jacket for 
the special day.

Samantha’s bridal 
look was further enhanced 
with some heavy gold jewelry, 
along with a gajra, mehendi, and 
complementary makeup.

The post captioned, “(white 
heart emoji) 01.12.2025(white 
heart emoji)” showed the newly-
weds exchanging wedding rings 
and praying before commen-
cing their new journey.

As per reports, the two got 
married at Isha Foun-

dation’s Linga Bha-
iravi Temple in 

Coimbatore, 
Tamil Nadu.

For the unversed, Samantha was earlier 
married to actor Naga Chaitanya. The couple 
tied the knot in 2017 in a grand ceremony. 
However, they ended up going their separ-
ate ways in 2021. Chaitanya married actress 
Sobhita Dhulipala in December last year. IANS

Ganesha urges you to be 
prepared for setbacks and 
disappointments today. Your efforts may 
end in being a waste of precious time and 
energy. The results you get are likely to 
be far below your expectations. Falling 
short of your target is likely to weigh you 
down with stress and anxiety. 

You will be in a state of 
heightened sensitivity today. 
Therefore you need to curb 
down on your emotions. You will be able 
to successfully express your feelings to 
someone, and your feelings will play a 
vital part in your life, says Ganesha.

Guides help other people 
choose the right path in life 
and to select the correct 
alternatives. It is a good day for those 
who are in the teaching or coaching 
professions. It is also a progressive day 
for those working in MNC’s. Ganesha’s 
blessings are with you.

Financial affairs will face 
a major obstruction today. 
Ganesha advises you to allow 
your mind to prevail over your heart. 
Take extraordinary care of your precious 
personal possessions, apart from your 
legal duties and new projects keeping in 
view their long-term effect on your mind.

Today, there are chances that 
you would be disturbed by 
continuous fl ow of negative 
thoughts in your mind. Try to divert 
your mind and look for positive people 
or friends who would cheer you up. 
Understanding needy people and living 
up to their expectations would bring 
some respite to your disrupted mind, 
says Ganesha.

: Lady luck is all smiles for 
you today, predicts Ganesha. 
Suddenly, you feel like 
multi-tasking and becoming a jack of all. 
This is likely to keep you busy, almost 
throughout the day. If need be, your 
colleagues and peers will lend a helping 
hand.

The journey from defeat 
to success is driven by 
optimism. You will be very 
optimistic today — about your work, 
future and everything that can lead you 
to success, says Ganesha. You will also 
be very careful while dealing with day-
to-day work, and will capitalise on every 
opportunity that can get you a step closer 
to your goals. 

Things barely move today. 
But just like the proverbial 
tortoise, you seem to be 
winning the race, for many opportunities 
will come your way. There won't be any 
cash crunch, so you needn't lose sleep 
over that, says Ganesha.

The focus will be on children 
today, says Ganesha. While 
they will be the cause of an 
unfair share of your headache, you will 
be surprised at their ability to step up to 
the occasion, with just a little amount of 
coaching.

It’s a day of reaching new 
heights when it comes to 
fi nances. The cosmos favours money-
lenders and stock marketeers. Call it 
the special touch that you give to all 
transactions monetary, but today you 
have the uncanny knack of raking in 
the moolah from all sources. Sit back 
and see your tenacity multiply your 
fortunes, says Ganesha

Ganesha suggests you not 
to be sentimental or hasty. 
Try to handle things deftly in stead of 
dodging bad episodes or turning a blind 
eye to them. You will give priority to do-
mestic and private life in stead of career 
or business aspects.

Old, fond memories will de-
fi ne your mood today, which 
will show up in the manner 
in which you deal with work, where your 
mellow side will be visible to others. You 
are also circumspect with money and 
tend towards saving it. Ganesha says 
people dealing in cash and money-lend-
ers will benefi t.
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ORTEGA VOICES 
AI CONCERN

SEYFRIED ON BALANCING 
MOTHERHOOD & ACTING

During a lively discussion on the future of 
media, Jenna Ortega voiced her worries 
about the sustainability of AI-driven content 
in fi lm and television. She suggested that 
as audiences are inundated with machine-
generated art, they might begin to long for 
the distinctive voice of human creativity

Amanda Seyfried admits juggling mother-
hood with her demanding career is currently 
a signifi cant challenge. With two children, an 
8-year-old daughter and a 5-year-old son, and 
two fi lms, The Housemaid and The Testament 
of Ann Lee, releasing simultaneously, the ac-
tress confesses to feeling overwhelmed
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Mum-
bai: Kub-
bra Sait has 

always been 
open about 

the emotion-
al landscape 

that shapes her 
work as an actor. Known 
for her raw, layered performances, 
she often speaks about the discipline 
and responsibility required to access 
deep emotions. In this refl ection, 
she recalls a defi ning lesson from 
fi lmmaker Anurag Kashyap; one 
that taught her how to approach 
emotions with both courage 
and intention.

She remembers the 
fi rst time she had 
to cry on cue, un-
sure of how to 
summon 
real 
emo-
tions 
on de-
mand. 
Kashyap 
guided her 

through the process, asking 
her to sit quietly, read her lines, and allow the 
feelings to rise naturally. He told her that they 
would “open the window” to her inner world 
and, importantly, “close it” before leaving. That 
idea stayed with her: every person has such a 

window, a gateway to their emotional 
depths and knowing how to open and 

shut it is crucial for balance.
Kubbra refl ects that in real life, 

unlike on a set, emotions are not 
always handled mindfully. People 
often confuse triggers from the 

past with present-day frustra-
tions. Understanding the 
difference has grounded 
her both as an actor and as 

a human being. For her, 
emotional access is not 

just an artistic tool 
but a life skill 

that helps her 
navigate 

intensity 
with-
out 
being 

con-
sumed 

by it.
AGENCIES
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Mumbai: Being an actor 
means one is constantly 

subjected to rumours, 
and actress Mrunal 

Thakur’s latest so-
cial media post 
goes to show 
how she deals 
with these ru-
mours.
Mrunal took to 

the Stories section 
of her Insta handle 

and shared a video of 
her laughing while get-

ting her hair oiled, reveal-
ing how she reacts every 
time she hears or reads a 
rumour about herself.

Calling these rumours 
free pr, she wrote the 
caption, “They talk we 
laugh (Laughing with 
tears emojis) P.S Ru-
mours are free Pr 
and I love free stuff 

(sic).”
Although Mrunal has 

not specifi ed which ru-
mour she is talking about, 
her post seems to be hint-
ing at the speculations 
that the Super 30 actress 
is romantically involved 
with Dhanush.

While both Mrunal and 
Dhanush have remained 
tight-lipped about their re-
lationship status, netizens 
have been keeping a keen 
watch on their every move 
on social media.

Work-wise, Mrunal is 
busy with her next Hai 
Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai, 
co-starring Varun Dhawan, 
Pooja Hegde, Kubbra Sait, 
Maniesh Paul, Chunky 
Panday, Pranav Chadha, 
Vijay Raaz, Rajesh Jais, 
and Chaitanya Vyas.
IANS

How Mrunal deals 
with rumours

Kubbra’s 
mantra on 
balancing 
emotions

For t
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: Odi-
sha’s per capita debt burden 
stands at `26,978 till October 31 
of 2025-26, while the total loan 
burden of the coastal state is 
pegged at `1,26,799 crore, Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi, who also holds the Finance 
portfolio, told the Assembly 
Monday.

Replying to a query of BJP 
MLA Tankadhar Tripathy, 
Majhi, however, maintained 
that Odisha’s fi nancial profi le 
is healthy.

Majhi stated that the per 
capita loan burden of Odisha 
remains at a lower side in com-
parison to other states.

According to the 15th Fi-
nance Commission recommen-
dations and Fiscal Responsibil-
ity and Budget Management 
Act, 2005, state’s debt stock 
should not exceed 25 per cent of 
Gross State Domestic Product 
(GSDP). This apart, the inter-
est payment (IP) and revenue 
receipt (RR) ratio should also 
be kept within 15 per cent.

“State’s debt and GSDP ratio 
stood at 12.72 per cent, while 
IP and RR ratio remained at 
2.87 per cent. It remained well 
below the earmarked ceiling,” 
he said.

The CM said that the state 
government has borrowed 
`14,725.79 crore from several 
sources.  

The state government re-
ceived `2,301.43 crore from the 
Centre, `7,000 crore from open 
market borrowings, `824.36 
crore from National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment (NABARD), `2,170 

crore from Odisha Mineral 
Bearing Areas Development 
Corporation (OMBADC) and 
`2,430 crore from Odisha State 
Compensatory Afforestation 
Fund Management and Plan-
ning Authority (CAMPA), 

Majhi concluded.
Odisha is a leading state in 

the country in fi scal manage-

ment and is in much better 
position compared to other 
states. The government’s total 

liabilities consisted of internal 
borrowings, loans and advanc-
es from the Union government 

and balances in the public ac-
count, said an offi cial of the 
Finance department.
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FOR A CAUSE
Bhubaneswar Mayor 
Sulochana Das and Ekamra 
MLA Babu Singh, among 
other dignitaries, fl ag off 
an awareness rally in City 
to mark International Day 
of Persons with Disabilities, 
Monday

In a bid to further invigo-
rate the coastal security 
system along the 480-km-

long Odisha coastline, the 
state government has de-
ployed drones, all-terrain 
vehicles (ATVs), fast inter-
ceptor vessels besides releas-
ing `26.149 crore budgetary 
allocations in the current 
fi scal, Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi, who also holds 
the Home portfolio, told the 
Assembly Monday.

Replying to a query by 
BJD MLA Tusharkanti Be-

hera, Majhi, in a written re-
ply, said the Coast Guard and 
state’s marine police in joint 
coordination are conducting 
exercise to curb sea route in-
fi ltration, subversive activi-
ties and sea route smuggling.

The state has 18 marine po-
lice stations which are keep-
ing a 24x7 vigil along the sea 
routes. To avert infi ltration, 
special police offi cers (SPOs) 
have been stationed at fi sh 
landing centres. Five sea-wor-
thy vessels have been hired to 
step up patrolling while 15 fast 
interceptor boats are on the 

job, keeping constant sea vigil.
Besides, four ATVs have 

been provided to Kendrapa-
ra, Balsore, Puri and Ber-
hampur. These vehicles will 
patrol diffi cult terrains, sandy 
shores and mangrove forests 
to enhance the existing coast-
al security setup.

“Ten state-of-the-art 
drones are being procured 
to strengthen coastal pa-
trolling,” the CM said, adding, 
“Rs 26.149 crore budgetary al-
location has been made to fur-
ther enhance coastal security 
mechanism.”

Odisha IT Policy 2025, 
aligned with the state’s 
long-term vision for 2036 

and 2047, aims at creating one 
million employment opportu-
nities during the policy period, 
Electronics and Information 
Technology (E&IT) Minister 
Mukesh Mahaling told the As-
sembly Monday.

Responding to a question 
from Congress MLA Sagar 
Charan Das, the minister said 
the policy has been designed 
with a comprehensive frame-
work to ensure effective imple-
mentation and monitoring. It 
incorporates a clear vision, 

measurable objectives, and 
strong governance mecha-
nisms.

Mahaling said the policy 
will promote emerging tech-
nologies including artifi cial 
intelligence (AI), machine 
learning (ML), cyber security, 
and blockchain.

A multi-tier governance 

structure has been established, 
featuring a high-level commit-
tee chaired by the Chief Secre-
tary for policy oversight and 
special packages.

Additionally, the Policy 
Advocacy and Vision Group 
(PAVG) will serve as a think 
tank for mid-course correc-
tions. The Odisha Computer 

Application Centre (OCAC) 
will function as the nodal 
agency, supported by dedicat-
ed project implementation and 
management units.

Investor services such as 
end-to-end facilitation, project 
tracking, and grievance redres-
sal will be provided through 
the GO SWIFT single window 
portal. A three-tier clearance 
system will ensure timely ap-
provals for projects of different 
scales.

Mahaling added that opera-
tional guidelines for Odisha IT 
Policy 2025 have been prepared 
and will be published shortly.

Per capita debt burden till Oct-end `26,978
`26cr, ATVs to boost coastal security

Odisha IT Policy 2025 to create 1 mn jobs
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: The 
Assembly witnessed a heated 
debate Monday as Opposition 
MLAs moved an adjournment 
motion over an alleged assault 
linked to a self-help group (SHG) 
loan in Bhadrak district. The 
motion claimed that a daugh-
ter was beaten after her mother 
failed to repay loan instalments, 
raising concerns over women 
empowerment in the state.

Deputy Chief Minister Prava-
ti Parida strongly dismissed the 
allegations, terming the motion 
“baseless, factually incorrect 
and politically motivated”. She 
emphasised that the govern-
ment remains fully committed 
to monitoring incidents involv-
ing women sensitively.

Parida clarifi ed that Manora-
ma Mahapatra of Jai Bajrang 
SHG in Arangi village had tak-
en `60,000 from a `7-lakh SHG 
loan and repaid `18,000 before 
her death. Her daughter Mona 
Lisa Mahapatra later joined 
the SHG. She stressed that in-
ternal SHG loan decisions are 
collectively made, and family 
members must settle outstand-
ing dues using the deceased 
member’s savings. Manorama 
was covered under Pradhan 
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yo-
jana (PMJJBY), and her family 
is eligible for `2 lakh.

Regarding the alleged assault, 
the Deputy CM described it as a 
“temporary emotional dispute 
within the SHG” and confi rmed 
that it is under police investiga-
tion, with strict action promised 
under law. She highlighted re-
forms under the current gov-
ernment, including immediate 
FIR registration and thorough 
investigations, citing a recent 
cyber fraud case involving a 
former IT minister.

Addressing the House, Pari-
da condemned repeated sus-
pension motions against the 
Mission Shakti department, 
calling them politically moti-
vated and “unbecoming of the 
dignity of this august House”. 
She urged the Opposition to co-
operate constructively rather 

than targeting the state’s more 
than six lakh SHGs and over 70 
lakh women associated with 
Mission Shakti.

Highlighting government 
initiatives, she detailed the suc-
cesses of Mission Shakti, includ-
ing the creation of over 16.41 
lakh ‘Lakhpati Didis’ through 
various schemes, with a target 
of 25 lakh by 2027. The govern-
ment has doubled revolving 
fund assistance for SHGs from 
`15,000 to `30,000 and increased 
Community Investment Fund 
support from `35 lakh to `60 
lakh for GPLFs.

The recently concluded 
State-level Subhadra Shak-
ti Mela from November 1–12 
brought together over 300 
SHGs, generating business 
worth over `12 crore, creating 
328 ‘Lakhpati Didis’ and 10 
‘Maha Lakhpati Didis’ (annu-
al income above `10 lakh). To 
enhance market access, 273 re-
tail marts have been operation-
alised, and more than 4.33 lakh 
women were added to 9,227 new 
SHGs through social inclusion 
campaigns.

The government has estab-
lished 322 block-level and 13 
district-level Subhadra Shakti 
Centres, with 97 Panchayat-lev-
el centres completed, along with 
5 district-level markets, 700 ur-
ban Mission Shakti Gruhas, and 
6,500 rural centres. SHGs have 
availed `8,891 crore in bank 
credit this year, with `228.09 
crore in interest subvention. 
Over the past two years, SHGs 
received government business 
worth `5,411.45 crore.

On social security, 36 lakh 
women are enrolled under 
PMJJBY and 46 lakh under 
PMSBY. The state has signed 
MoUs with ONDC and Flipkart 
to enable national-level online 
sales of SHG products. Tra-
ditional food competitions at 
block, district, and state levels 
further promote entrepreneur-
ship, offering winners training, 
free stalls, and exposure visits 
outside the state.

Motion on Bhadrak 
SHG baseless: Parida

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Dec 1: Odisha is 
rapidly emerging as one of In-
dia’s most promising clean en-
ergy destinations, on the back 
of strong natural advantages, 
progressive policies and grow-
ing industrial demand, a report 
said Monday.  

According to a joint report 
by EY-Assocham, with signif-
icant solar, wind and hydro 
potential, a strong port ecosys-
tem and clear policy direction, 
the state can play a key role in 
supporting India’s clean ener-
gy targets for 2030 and its long-
term net-zero vision.

"Odisha’s ports, its large 

industrial base and plans for 
energy storage and green hy-
drogen give it a unique oppor-
tunity to attract investment 
and become a green manufac-
turing hub for Eastern India," 
the report said. 

It highlighted signifi cant op-
portunities for hydrogen and 
ammonia exports from Odisha, 
considering the state’s well-de-
veloped port ecosystem, which 
gives it a strategic advantage in 
supplying markets such as Ja-
pan, Korea, and the European 
Union. In addition, several ma-
jor global players are already 
evaluating green hydrogen and 
ammonia projects along the 
eastern coastal corridor, posi-

tioning Odisha as an emerging 
hub for clean energy exports.

“Odisha’s strong foundation 
for green industrialisation is 
anchored in its port-based eco-
system at Paradeep, Dhamra 
and Gopalpur, its substantial 
renewable energy potential, 

and progressive incentives for 
green infrastructure and cap-
tive generation. The state’s 34 
GW of pumped storage poten-
tial positions it to lead India’s 
energy storage transformation, 
enabling 24x7 renewable power 
and enhancing grid stability," 

said Somesh Kumar, Partner 
and Leader, Power and Utili-
ties, EY India.

The report noted that the 
electricity demand of the state 
is projected to reach a peak of 
10,564 MW by FY 2033–34, driv-
en by industrial expansion and 
rising consumption.

To meet this surge, the state 
will require an estimated 26,237 
MW of total contracted capac-
ity additions over the next de-
cade, reinforcing the urgent 
need for integrated planning 
and infrastructure readiness.

To address these challenges 
and opportunities, the report 
recommended that the govern-
ment of Odisha—particularly 

the Industries and Energy De-
partments—establish a dedicat-
ed State Energy Planning and 
Transformation Unit. This unit 
should focus on comprehensive 
planning for renewable energy, 
pumped storage, hydrogen pro-
duction, ports, transmission, 
land pooling and fi nancial mo-
bilisation.

“Odisha is uniquely posi-
tioned at the intersection of 
industrial scale, renewable 
abundance and a world-class 
port ecosystem, giving it one of 
the strongest clean energy val-
ue propositions in India today," 
said Pankaj Lochan Mohanty, 
Chairman, Odisha State De-
velopment Council, Assocham.

Odisha emerging as clean energy destination: Report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

 
Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: The 
Odisha Cricket Association 
(OCA) has offered the fi rst tick-
et for the upcoming T20 match 
between India and South Afri-
ca December 9 to Lord Jagan-
nath, seeking blessings of the 
deity for the smooth conduct 
of the game, an offi cial said 
Monday. 

Accompanied by several 
members of the association, 
OCA secretary Sanjay Behera 
offered the ticket to the deity 
at Srimandir in Puri Sunday, 

he said. 
“The fi rst ticket was placed 

at the lotus feet of the Lord as 
a symbolic invitation, seeking 
his divine blessings,” the OCA 
offi cial said. 

According to OCA sources, 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi has bought tickets for 
the upcoming international 
cricket match at Barabati Sta-
dium in Cuttack.

OCA president Pankaj Lo-
chan Mohanty and Behera 
met the CM at his residence 
and handed over the tickets, 
they said.

BARABATI T-20

OCA offers 1st ticket to Lord Jagannath

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: The 
body of a fi rst-year Computer 
Science student of Kalinga In-
stitute of Industrial Technology 
(KIIT) was found hanging in his 
hostel room here late Sunday 
night, police said Monday.

The deceased was identifi ed 
as Rahul Yadav, 18, a resident 
of Raipur in Chhattisgarh.

The Commissionerate Police 
said it was informed regarding 
the death of the student around 
10:45pm Sunday. A team of In-
focity Police rushed to the spot 
and found Rahul hanging inside 
his room at KP-7 AB of Campus 
10. The hostel room was locked 
from inside and was opened in 
the presence of police – under 
videography. ACP Sonal Singh 
Parmar said the body was re-

covered by the personnel of 
Infocity Police Station before it 
was sent to KIMS. The family 
members of the deceased have 
been informed, she added.

Preliminary inquiry points to 
friendship of the deceased stu-
dent with “a woman of the same 
age based in Chhattisgarh”, po-
lice said, adding, complications 
in the relationship might have 
led to differences between them. 
Based on a complaint by the stu-
dent’s mother, a case has been 
registered with Infocity police 
against the woman, her father, 
mother and brother under vari-
ous sections of the BNS, includ-
ing 108, police said. 

“The complaint alleges ha-
rassment of her son by the fa-
ther, mother and brother of the 
woman,” it said in a statement.

Rahul’s body was handed over 
to his family members. As a part 
of the investigation, the police 
have also seized the mobile phone 
and laptop of the deceased to car-
ry out further investigation. This 
is the third such incident on KIIT 
campus here in 2025.

Meanwhile, KIIT in a state-
ment termed the incident 
“sad and unfortunate”. “It is 
believed to be a love-related 
incident. The student died by 
suicide due to personal reasons. 
The student's mother has also 
informed about this. His moth-
er said that he had been in love 
with a young woman,” it said.

KIIT student found 
dead in hostel room

KONARK FEST KICKS OFF: Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi inaugurates 36th Konark Festival Monday in presence of Deputy CM and Tourism Minister 
Pravati Parida, Puri MLA Sunil Kumar Mohanty, Pipili MLA Ashrit Pattanayak and Brahmagiri MLA Upasna Mohapatra  OP PHOTO
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: In a 
major step to strengthen ru-
ral livelihoods and prevent 
distress-driven migration, the 
Odisha government approved 
the extension of enhanced 
state support under the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA) until the fi nancial 
year 2028–29.

The move is expected to ben-
efi t 5.57 lakh families across 30 
blocks in nine districts, provid-
ing assured employment within 
their villages and signifi cantly 

reducing the need for workers 
to migrate outside the state in 
search of work.

Under the enhanced assis-
tance, eligible households will 
receive 300 days of wage em-
ployment annually. For the 
fi rst 100 days, the state govern-
ment will provide an additional 
daily wage of `98 on top of the 
standard MGNREGA wage. For 
the remaining 200 days, work-
ers will continue to receive the 
regular MGNREGA wage along 
with supplementary state sup-
port.

The initiative, spearhead-
ed by Chief Minister Mohan 

Charan Majhi and Minister of 
Panchayati Raj & Drinking Wa-
ter, Rabi Narayan Naik, aims 

to ensure stable livelihoods, 
strengthen rural incomes, and 
promote equitable grassroots 
development. Minister Naik 
highlighted the focus on elim-
inating “Dadan,” or distressed 
migration, emphasizing that no 
worker from Odisha should be 
forced to leave their home for 
basic livelihood needs.

This enhanced MGNREGA 
support is part of Odisha’s 
broader vision of “Bikashita 
Odisha for Bikashita Bhara-
ta,” aimed at boosting rural 
employment, reducing poverty, 
and building a self-reliant and 
prosperous State.

State extends enhanced MGNREGA till 2028–29

Addressing the 
Assembly, the 

Deputy CM condemned 
repeated suspension 

motions against Mission 
Shakti department, 

calling them politically 
motivated and 
unbecoming of 

the dignity of 
the House
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: Dep-
uty Chief Minister Pravati 
Parida Monday inaugurated 
KALIKA, a crèche facility at 
Kharavela Bhavan designed 
to provide safe, nurturing day-
care support for the children of 
working mothers and staff. The 
initiative aims to strengthen 
work–life balance in govern-
ment offi ces and marks a step 
forward in building inclusive, 
empathetic workplace support 
systems.

With colourful activity ar-
eas, trained caregivers and a 
child-friendly environment 
focused on learning, play and 
well-being, KALIKA aims to 
help children blossom while 
enabling parents — especially 
mothers — to focus on their 
work without stress.

Speaking on the occasion, 
DC-cum-ACS Anu Garg said, 
“KALIKA is an important step 
toward building a workplace 
where motherhood and profes-
sional responsibilities go hand 

in hand. When employees feel 
supported, both productivity 
and dignity grow.”

Housing & Urban Develop-
ment department Principal 
Secretary Usha Padhee added, 
“A child-friendly space like KA-
LIKA sends a clear message — 
that care is integral to our work 
culture. This facility will ease 
the lives of working mothers 
and help create an environment 
where children can grow with 
love, learning and security.”

The inaugural event also saw 
the participation of senior offi -
cials and staff of the Housing 
& Urban Development depart-
ment, underscoring a shared 
commitment to enhancing em-
ployee welfare and child-cen-
tred facilities. The adminis-
trative offi cer and the crèche 
caretaker were also present.

KALIKA stands as a mile-
stone in Odisha’s vision of a 
modern workplace — one that 
is conducive to productivity, 
rooted in compassion, and nur-
turing the future through every 
child it shelters.

Parida unveils crèche 
at Kharavela Bhavan

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Dec 1: In a signifi cant 
archaeological breakthrough, 
ancient stone inscriptions 
dating back to the Ganga and 
Suryavamsi Gajapati periods 
have been discovered in the 
Birupa–Chitrotpala river ba-
sin of Odisha. The fi nd follows a 
joint survey undertaken by the 
Rediscover Lost Heritage (RLH) 
Group, Silver City Cuttack 
(SCC) Public Charitable Trust, 
and the Kalinga Epigraphical 
Research Society (KERS).

The team, led by history re-
searcher Deepak Kumar Nayak 
and epigraphist Bishnumohan 
Adhikari, surveyed several 
key locations in the river ba-
sin, including Gopinathpur, 
Kisinapur, Bhadreswar and 
Kendupatana. Their efforts un-
covered valuable details about 
inscriptions from the Ganga 
and Suryavamsi Gajapati eras, 
offering fresh insights into the 
region’s cultural and historical 
signifi cance.

A key highlight of the survey 
was the successful deciphering 
of an ancient inscription en-
graved on the pedestal of the 
main idol at the Lakshmina-
rayan Temple in Kendupata-
na. According to epigraphist 
Bishnumohan Adhikari, the in-
scription comprises two lines, 
translated as:

Line 1: Sribisvanatha _ le prati-
ma and Line 2: E pratima gahile 
|| a || Dulala || ka(ru)ra ||

Though partially damaged, the 
inscription is written in a blend 
of Odia and Sanskrit. Based on 
paleographic analysis, Adhikari 
estimates it to date back to the 
14th–15th century CE. The fi nd 
offers important clues about the 
temple’s origins and its links to 
the Ganga dynasty.

Deepak Kumar Nayak, heri-
tage researcher and RLH mem-
ber, suggested that the inscrip-

tion likely dates to the reign of 
Ganga ruler Narasimhadeva 
IV (1377–1414 CE). He further 
noted that “Sribisvanatha,” 
mentioned in the text, may 
refer to Srikaraa Bisvanatha 
Mahasenapati, a prominent of-
fi cial who served as Chaturdi-
ga Dandaparichha during that 
period. The name of Bisvanatha 
Mahasenapati also appears in 
inscriptions at Simhachalam in 
Andhra Pradesh (1381 CE) and 
the Siddheswar Temple in Ja-
jpur (1394 CE), reinforcing his 

association with the Ganga era.
The survey also uncovered 

additional inscriptions from 
the Suryavamsi Gajapati pe-
riod. RLH founder member 
Bikash Prasad Das said the 
team had documented detailed 
information on inscriptions at 
Gopinathpur, Kisinapur and 
Bhadreswar Temple. An estam-
page (inked impression) of a 
key inscription from Bhadre-
swar Temple has also been ob-
tained and will be included in 
a forthcoming book compiling 
all the survey fi ndings.

“The Kendupatana inscrip-
tion and other fi ndings from 
this region paint a vivid picture 
of Odisha’s ancient past, par-
ticularly the architectural and 
political developments during 
the Ganga and Suryavamsi Ga-
japati eras,” said Das. “We hope 
these discoveries will strength-
en ongoing efforts to preserve 
and understand Odisha’s cul-
tural heritage,” he added.

The rediscovery of these in-
scriptions has been hailed as a 
major advancement in archae-
ological research in Odisha. 
Local heritage groups and 
scholars are now calling for 
stronger preservation mea-
sures and further excavations 
in the Birupa–Chitrotpala 
river basin, an area believed 
to hold many more untapped 
historical treasures.

Odia inscriptions found in Birupa–Chitrotpala basin
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New Delhi, Dec 1: Persistent 
drinking water shortages and 
groundwater depletion in Odi-
sha were highlighted in the 
Rajya Sabha Monday, along 
with the measures underway 
to ensure safe and sustainable 
water supply across the state.

Minister of State for Jal 
Shakti V Somanna shared the 
information in response to a 
question, underscoring the on-
going collaboration between 
the Centre and the Odisha gov-
ernment to address drinking 
water challenges.

Somanna noted that several 
blocks in Odisha are grappling 
with chronic drinking water 
shortages caused by ground-
water depletion and contam-
ination from iron, fl uoride, 
salinity, and bacteriological 
impurities. To address these 
challenges, he said that the Pan-
chayati Raj & Drinking Water 
(PR&DW) department Govern-
ment of Odisha, has launched 
multiple interventions, includ-
ing surface water-based mega 
piped water supply schemes, 
single- and multi-village piped 
water projects, solar-powered 
piped water systems, and the 
installation of Iron Removal 
Plants (IRPs) and de-fl uorida-
tion units.

He added that since August 
2019, the Government of India 

has been implementing the Jal 
Jeevan Mission (JJM) in collab-
oration with states and Union 
Territories, including Odisha, 
to ensure tap water supply to 
every rural household. While 
drinking water remains a state 
subject, the Centre provides both 
technical and fi nancial support 
to support these initiatives.

He also highlighted that 
source sustainability mea-
sures—such as constructing 
recharge structures, restoring 
water bodies, and promoting 
rainwater harvesting—are be-
ing implemented in coordina-
tion with other departments 
to ensure safe drinking water 
during the summer months.

However, Somanna point-
ed out that 705 multi-village 
piped water supply schemes 
have been delayed due to land 
acquisition issues, contractor 
non-performance, and pending 
clearances from departments 

including NH, NHAI, R&B, RD, 
Forest, and Railways.

To tackle these challenges, 
the state government has es-
tablished institutional mech-
anisms, including committees 
led by the Development Com-
missioner and the PR&DW Sec-
retary, and conducts monthly 
district-level coordination 
meetings under the District 
Collector. Penalties for default-
ing agencies and strengthened 
monitoring systems have also 
been introduced to expedite 
project completion.

The Minister also highlight-
ed district-specifi c interven-
tions in areas such as Naupa-
da, Bargarh, Mayurbhanj, and 
parts of Gajapati, where water 
contamination is severe. Mea-
sures include the installation 
of Iron Removal Plants (IRPs) 
and de-fl uoridation units, regu-
lar disinfection of water sourc-
es, and community awareness 
programmes promoting safe 
water practices. Village Water 
& Sanitation Committees have 
been empowered to monitor wa-
ter quality using fi eld test kits.

Special steps are also being 
taken to address recurring 
water scarcity, including pri-
oritised completion of ongoing 
surface water-based schemes 
and temporary measures such 
as repairing defunct tubewells 
and installing new ones in crit-
ical areas, he added.

Centre, Odisha collaborate 
to tackle water shortages

Odisha’s drinking water challenges raised in Rajya Sabha

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: Mani-
pal Hospitals, Bhubaneswar, 
organised a special programme, 
“Healthy Day Out for the Young 
at Heart”, at Indira Gandhi 
Park here Sunday. The event 
aimed to promote health aware-
ness and encourage an active 
lifestyle among senior citizens, 
with over 50 members of the 
Senior Citizens’ Forum partic-
ipating. Special transportation 
was arranged to ensure com-
fortable travel for all attendees.

The event began with yoga 
and asanas conducted under 
medical supervision, keeping 
in mind the fi tness levels and 
health conditions of the par-
ticipants. This was followed 
by a physiotherapy session 
where experts demonstrated 
techniques to manage and re-
lieve various types of pain. To 
enhance awareness about com-

mon heart ailments among the 
elderly, a cardiology talk was 
delivered by the hospital’s Se-
nior Cardiologist and Director, 
Cath Lab, Lingaraj Nath.

To create a fun and engaging 
environment, simple games 
such as ‘Throw Ball’ and ‘Let-
ter Correction’ were organised, 
with enthusiastic participation 
from all attendees. Music and 
dance performances added to 
the lively, cheerful ambience.

Speaking on the occasion, Sakti-
maya Mohapatra, Cluster Direc-
tor (South-East), said, “We are 
delighted to organise this healthy 
and joyful morning for our senior 
citizens. This is a small effort from 
our side to support their physical 
and mental well-being.”

The programme concluded 
with a special city tour in a ded-
icated bus, allowing the senior 
citizens to enjoy the pleasant 
morning views of Bhubaneswar 
before heading home.

City Manipal Hospitals holds 
spl events for senior citizens

A key highlight of the survey was the 
successful deciphering of an ancient inscription 

engraved on the pedestal of the main idol at 
the Lakshminarayan Temple in Kendupatana
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: In 
a major step toward urban 
cleanliness and sustainable 
development, the Bhubaneswar 
Municipal Corporation (BMC) 
has introduced a new fl eet 
of six advanced mechanical 
road-cleaning vehicles to cover 
key road networks across the 
City. The fl eet was inaugurated 
Monday by Housing and Urban 
Development Minister Krushna 
Chandra Mahapatra.

The initiative expands the 
mechanical cleaning pro-
gramme—which was previously 
limited to select stretches of na-
tional highways—to additional 
prominent roads within BMC 
limits. The newly added routes 
have been divided into three 
packages, two of which have 
already been fi nalised. Lion 
Services and Jagruti Welfare 
Organisation have been selected 
to deploy the mechanical clean-
ing vehicles across these zones.

The launch ceremony was 

attended by BMC Mayor Su-
lochana Das, Commissioner 
Chanchal Rana, senior offi cials 
and representatives of the im-
plementing agencies.

Highlighting the role of mod-
ern technology in urban man-
agement, Minister Mahapatra 
said, “The use of scientifi c and 
mechanical equipment ensures 
effi cient cleaning and contrib-
utes signifi cantly to public 
health and the overall devel-
opment of the city.”

Mayor Sulochana Das em-
phasised the government’s fo-
cus on extending cleanliness 
efforts beyond BMC limits to 
neighbouring areas to ensure 

a cleaner urban environment. 
Commissioner Chanchal Rana 
added that night-time cleaning 
schedules have been optimised 
to maintain effi ciency without 
disrupting daily city activities.

Notably, mechanical clean-
ing earlier covered about 80 
km of roads. With the expan-
sion, the programme will now 
extend to 166 km of roads—to-
taling 715 lane kilometres—not 
only within BMC limits but also 
in adjoining urban areas. The 
cleaned stretches include key 
routes from Rasulgarh to Nakhar, 
Khandagiri to DN Regalia, Patia to 
Nandan Kanan, NH to AIIMS Bhu-
baneswar, DN Regalia to Kalinga 
Vihar, NH to Kolathia Road via 
Manipal Hospitals, Khandagiri 
Charichak to Kalinga Studio, and 
Kalinga Studio to CRPF Square.

With this initiative, Bhu-
baneswar continues to set a 
benchmark in urban cleanliness 
and sustainable civic manage-
ment, refl ecting a citizen-cen-
tric approach to infrastructure 
development.

BMC deploys new fl eet of 
mechanical road cleaners

By virtue of  an   
affi davit sworn 
before the Executive 
Magistrate, 
Bhawanipatna, CF 
NO.2, Dt.01.12.2025, I, 
SUBODH MANDAL, 
S/o. Ramachandra 
Mandal, permanent 
R/o. Village/Po - 
Bhusandapursasan,     
Ps - Tangi, Dist.  
Khorda, Pin -752021, 
Odisha declare 
that, I have changed 
my name from 
SUBASH CHANDRA 
MANDAL to SUBODH 
MANDAL. Henceforth 
I shall be known as 
SUBODH MANDAL 
for all purposes.           
SUBODH MANDAL

Before Executive 
Magistrate, Khallikote, 
Ganjam, I, Gangadhar 
Mallik (old name), 
S/o.- Somanath Behera, 
Kandara Bangala Sahi, 
Ward No.- 11, At/P.O./
P.S.- Rambha, Ganjam, 
Odisha vide affi davit 
No.- A/743/15.10.25,  
That now onwards 
I shall be known as 
Jahala Behera (new 
name), S/o.- Somanath 
Behera for all future 
purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: In a 
major crackdown on illegal 
narcotics, the Bhubaneswar 
Excise Department on Mon-
day arrested three individu-
als, including a woman, from 
the Mainshikhala Basti area 
in front of Rajiv Awas Yoja-
na Apartment, Block-2, and 
seized 340 grams of brown 
sugar worth `34 lakh.

The accused have been 
identified as Ramesh Sethi 
(26), Simanchala Gauda (33) 
and Mamata Das (41).

According to sources, the 
Excise Department received 
a reliable tip-off about brown 
sugar smuggling in the area. 
A team led by Inspector of 
Excise Range-I, Nabasmita 
Nayak, intercepted the sus-
pects, who attempted to flee 
but were apprehended.

Mamata later arrived at 
the spot and intervened 
during the investigation, 
prompting officers to search 
her. A total of 340 grams 
of brown sugar was seized 
from all three accused. They 
were arrested and forwarded 
to court.

“Narcotic peddlers have 
been active in the Mainshi-
khala Basti area. In the past 
two months, we have arrest-
ed 5–6 peddlers from this lo-
cation and forwarded them 
to court,” said Raj Sekhar 
Swain, Deputy Superinten-
dent of Excise, Bhubaneswar.

In another incident, Khan-
dagiri police Monday ar-
rested four individuals for 

peddling brown sugar near 
Bhuasuni Temple along the 
AIIMS road on the outskirts 
of the City. Police also seized 
20 grams of the contraband 
and two motorcycles used in 
the illegal trade.

The accused have been 
identified as Arun Patra (19), 
Sakti Narayan Nanda (27), 
Jagannath Sahoo (29) and 
Dasarathi Dalei (26).

According to police sourc-
es, the IIC of Khandagiri 
Police Station received 
credible information about 
illegal drug peddling in the 
area. Acting on the tip-off, a 
police team conducted a raid 
and apprehended the accused 
on the spot.

Police have booked the ac-
cused under Section 21(b) of 
the NDPS Act and forwarded 
them to court. 

Brown sugar worth 
`34L seized; 3 held

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: Odisha 
observed World AIDS Day Mon-
day with a public awareness 
rally here, alongside various 
programmes across the state 
aimed at educating citizens and 
curbing the disease.

Speaking on 
the occasion, 
Health and 
Family Wel-
fare Minister 
Mukesh Ma-
haling urged everyone to pro-
mote awareness. “To control this 
disease, it is essential to create 
maximum public awareness and 
ensure that affected patients re-
ceive necessary treatment with-
out discrimination or stigma,” 
he said. The rally was held from 
Capital Hospital to Sishu Bhawan 
Square. The rally was attended 
by dignitaries including Kotpad 
MLA Rupu Bhatra, Malkangiri 
MLA Narsingh Madkami, Na-
barangpur MLA Gauri Shankar 
Majhi, Kantabanji MLA Lakshan 
Bag, departmental secretaries, 
Neelkanth Mishra, and offi cials 
from the Health Department and 
OSACS, along with youth, stu-
dents, and community members.

Awareness rally held 
on World AIDS Day

RDWU marks 11th 
Foundation Day
Bhubaneswar: The three-day 
celebrations marking the 11th 
foundation festival of Ramadevi 
Women’s University (RDWU) and 
the 125th birth anniversary of 
Maa Ramadevi began Monday, 
organised by the university’s 
Alumni Association. Padma Shri 
Damayanti Besra, chief guest, 
recalled her student days and 
stressed the importance of 
preserving the mother tongue and 
valuing teachers’ guidance. Sudipa 
Ray, former Alumni Association 
vice-president, urged students 
to emulate Maa Ramadevi’s 
dedication, selfl essness, and 
humility. Vice-Chancellor (I/C) 
Chandi Charan Rath addressed the 
gathering, while Vice-President 
Suchitra Samal delivered the 
welcome address. Outstanding 
students and alumni were 
felicitated for achievements and 
contributions. Snehalata Das 
concluded with a vote of thanks.
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Paralakhemundi, Dec 1: The 
Omfed dairy processing centre 
here has fallen into a state of 
disrepair. The facility, estab-
lished to provide a stable mar-
ket and incentives to local dairy 
farmers, has failed to meet its 
objectives and now lies neglect-
ed by the government, offi cials 
and locals said.

Large portions of the equip-
ment, worth several crores of 
rupees, are reportedly deteri-
orating due to prolonged non-
use. The centre, which once 
processed around 10,000 litres 
of milk per day, now receives 
only about 100 litres, indicating 
a steep decline in both opera-
tions and farmer participation.

Moreover, taking advantage 
of the situation, private dairy 
fi rms in neighbouring Andhra 
Pradesh have been collecting 
milk from farmers using the 
local collection facilities. Ow-
ing to the lack of incentives 
from the Odisha government, 
the milk producers also prefer 
supplying their produce to the 
Andhra fi rms for better pay.

The processing plant was set 
up in 1993 by the state govern-
ment through Omfed to promote 
dairy farming. Alongside the pro-
cessing unit, Omfed also built a 
milk collection centre at Kurulun-
da, about 10 km from Paralakhe-
mundi, to support procurement.

However, in recent years, the 
Andhra Pradesh–based private 
company Visakha Dairy has 
been collecting milk from the 
area and using the state-built 
collection centre for its oper-
ations. Locals allege that the 
Odisha government has failed 
to take note of this shift, even as 
the original Omfed infrastruc-
ture continues to gather dust.

Poor management has 
pushed the milk processing 

centre to the brink of collapse, 
with expensive machinery de-
teriorating due to lack of main-
tenance, offi cials and farmers 
claimed. The roof has weakened 
and rust is now visible across 
several sections.

While farmers in the ar-
ea supply about 15,000 litres 
of milk daily to two private 
dairies in Andhra Pradesh—
Visakha Dairy and Heritage 
Dairy, they no longer want 
to bring their produce to the 
Odisha-run processing centre, 
which is currently managed by 
only two Class IV employees.

Local farmers R Raja Rao and 
Raghav Sahu said departmental 
negligence and apathy have left 
them without any incentive to 
continue supplying milk to the 
Odisha facility. “Earlier, after 
quality testing, we used to get 
`25, `30 or `36 per litre here. 
Now Andhra dairies pay us 
much more—`45, `55 and even 
`65 per litre depending on the 
quality,” they said.

Employees Mukund Kumbh 
and Prashant Kumar said the 
Paralakhemundi processing 
centre, which once handled 
nearly 10,000 litres of milk a day, 
now receives barely 100 litres.

When asked about the issue, 
Additional District Magistrate 
(In-Charge) Munindra Hen-
ega said he would look into 
the matter. He acknowledged 
that farmers were shifting to 
Andhra Pradesh’s processing 
centres because of higher pay-
ments and said necessary steps 
would be taken after a review.

Andhra fi rms ‘milk’
as dairy processing
centre goes to dogs
Milk infl ow drops from 10,000 litres to just 100 litres a 

day as Omfed milk processing centre gathers dust

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Dec 1: Smrutirekha Nay-
ak of Chhend area here has earned 
a place in the Asia Book of Records 
for creating a unique Pattachitra of 
Lord Jagannath using Odia letters. 
She has also been honoured with the 
title of Grand Master for her art.

Smrutirekha crafted the artwork 
using Odia letters from ‘A’ to ‘La’, 
incorporating exactly 12,976 letters 
to form the intricate depiction of 
Lord Jagannath. Her achievement 
has brought pride to her family and 
the city.

Parents Swarnaprabha Nayak 
and Shibaprasad Nayak expressed 
immense joy over their daughter’s 
feat. Smrutirekha, in turn, dedicated 

the accomplishment to her parents 
and her deep devotion to Lord Ja-
gannath.

A Class XI student of DAV Public 

School, Rourkela, Smrutirekha has 
been an ardent devotee of Lord Ja-
gannath from a young age. Inspired 
by the artworks displayed during 
various festive occasions across the 
Steel City, she aspired to create a 
Pattachitra of her own.

With support from her mother, 
she managed to design the detailed 
Pattachitra in a short span of time, 
along with several smaller and visu-
ally appealing artworks. She com-
pleted the creations independently 
and hopes to continue promoting 
Odia identity and culture through 
her art, she said.

The young artist’s achievement 
has been widely appreciated across 
intellectual circles of Rourkela for 
bringing recognition to the city. 

Unique Pattachitra brings Rourkela
teen Asia Book of Records accolade

POST NEWS NETWORK

Simulia, Dec 1: In a astonish-
ing turn of events that villagers 
are calling a divine interven-
tion, a man believed to have 
died 25 years ago unexpectedly 
returned home Sunday night, 
leaving his family and the en-
tire Bhagia village under this 
block in Balasore district in 
disbelief.

Shukadev Debnath, 65, who 
had gone missing for more 
than two decades and pre-
sumed dead, walked back into 
his home, creating a poignant 
scene overfl owing with intense 
emotions. Neighbours thronged 
the house Monday morning to 
catch a glimpse of the ‘dead’ 
man who returned home.

According to family mem-
bers, Shukadev had left home 
25 years earlier and was work-
ing at a small hotel near Cut-
tack’s SCB Medical College at 
the time. His family later re-
ceived information from hotel 

staff that he had fallen ill and 
died, and that his last rites had 
been performed. However, with 
no proof, his wife, Tapaswini, 
never removed her vermillion 
or bangles, holding on to a faint 
hope that her husband might 
still be alive.

The unexpected reunion re-
portedly began fi ve days ago 
when Manorama, an elderly 
woman from Ankitira under 

Simulia block, spotted a man 
resembling Shukadev at a tea 
stall on Link Road in Cuttack. 
On learning that he belonged 
to Simulia, she offered to take 
him back home, but Shukadev 
declined, saying his son would 
come for him.

Later, when Manorama 
narrated the incident at a cat-
tle-feed shop in Markona, a 
local schoolteacher, Chandra 
Sekhar Debnath, overheard 
and informed the family. Fol-
lowing a visit to a hotel in 
Madhupatana—where Shu-
kadev had been working—the 
family learned that the hotel 
owner was reluctant to let him 
go. With assistance from Mad-
hupatana police, Shukadev was 
fi nally brought home Sunday 
afternoon.

The reunion has left villagers 
awestruck, with many calling it 
an example of divine grace. For 
the Debnath family, it marks 
the end of a long wait fi lled with 
uncertainty and grief. 

‘Dead’ man returns home after 25 years

194 cases resolved in grievance hearing
Chhatrapur: A grievance hearing was jointly conducted Monday by Ganjam 
Collector V Keerthi Vasan and Ganjam Superintendent of Police Subhendu 
Kumar Patra at the DRDA complex, where 194 cases were heard and resolved 
in the presence of both the offi cials. According to the Collector, 183 cases 
were individual in nature, while 11 were group-related. Fourteen petitioners 
received a total of `94,500 in compensation from the Red Cross Society fund, 
and three benefi ciaries were provided tricycles by the Collector and the 
SP. Some disputes were resolved on the spot and others were forwarded 
to the respective departments for further action. “In the coming days, the 
administration is considering enabling petitioners to fi le through WhatsApp 
from their homes. We are already accepting e-fi ling of complaints,” Vasan said. 
The disputes raised during the hearing primarily related to old-age pensions, 
the Subhadra Yojana, drinking water issues, shelter and ration cards.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput, Dec 1: Panic gripped Lankaput pan-
chayat under Koraput block and district after 20 
students went missing from the Lankaput Prima-
ry School hostel Sunday. 

Later, all 20 students, from Classes I to V, 
were found safe by their parents about nine 
kilometers away near a forested hill close to 
Putkerenga village.

According to 
sources, tribal stu-
dents from neigh-
boring villages such 
as Shuku, Hata Suku 
and Pitei villages re-
side in the hostel to 

study at Lankaput school. They went missing 
and remained untraceable since Sunday. The 
school informed their parents over phone, 
prompting them to rush to the campus Mon-
day morning. Parents and villagers launched a 
search operation and after several hours located 
the children near a hill close to Putkerenga vil-
lage. The students were reportedly frightened, 
though the reason behind their decision to leave 
the hostel is yet to be ascertained.

On being informed, district Collector Manoj 
Satyawan Mahajan directed the Koraput block 
development offi cer (BDO) to visit the site. BDO 
Debashish Gouda and Additional District Educa-
tion Offi cer (ADEO) Jagannath Bhatra reached the 
school and started an inquiry. Offi cials said the 
exact cause will be known after the investigation.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Angul, Dec 1:  Personnel of 
the Angul Forest Division have 
conducted combing operations 
in various reserve forests under 
the division across the region. 
The primary objective behind 
this initiative is to monitor 
wildlife activity particularly 

like elephant movement and 
curb illegal activities such as 
poaching and encroachments 
in the reserve forests areas.

Offi cials said the operation 
helped in a joint survey like 
gathering key information while 
minimising environmental dis-
turbance. The team kept watch 
on soil theft and transportation, 

illegal timber extraction and 
smuggling as well as in track-
ing wildlife movement. The op-
eration also helped in staying 
alert to any suspicious activity. 
All data collected during the 
operation has been compiled 
and submitted to the divisional 
forest offi cer for future planning 
and monitoring, offi cials said.

20 students go missing 
from hostel; rescued

Combing ops begin in reserve forests

Sonepur Collector unveils Bandha art Bhagavad Gita
Sonepur: A unique hand-woven rendition of the Bhagavad Gita was unveiled 
Monday on the occasion of the 5,162nd Gita Jayanti. District Collector Dr 
Nruparaj Sahu released the work and praised weaver Prafulla Meher for 
his exceptional craftsmanship. Meher, 63, of Gokarneshwar Pada, created 
a 14.5-metre cloth panel featuring all 18 chapters of the Gita in Sanskrit, 
woven in miniature script totalling 700 shlokas. The intricate piece was 
completed with the support of 27 artisans over four and a half years.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khamar, Dec 1: A 25-year-old 
woman was brutally beaten and 
branded to death at Siarimalia 
village under the Khamar po-
lice limits in Pallahara subdi-
vision of Angul district, police 
said Monday.

The victim, identifi ed as 
Manju Hembram, was alleged-
ly killed by her husband, Su-
darshan Hembram, 30, who 
suspected her of having an ex-
tramarital relationship. 

According to a complaint 
fi led by the woman’s brother 
and family members, Sudar-
shan and at least one accom-
plice assaulted Manju with a 
wooden fi re post, infl icted burn 
injuries on her body and fatally 
attacked her head and face.

The woman belonged to 
Hatimunda village in Pallaha-
ra’s Batisuan panchayat. Fam-
ily members said Sudarshan 

called Manju’s brother around 
9 a.m. Monday, claiming she 
had died in the kitchen while 
sleeping and then switched off 
his phone. 

When the family reached the 
house, they allegedly found 
Manju’s body wrapped in cloth, 
with severe bruises and burn 
marks.

Relatives told police the cou-
ple often quarreled, and Sudar-
shan frequently accused her of 
infi delity. 

SDPO Kailash Chandra 
Sethi, Khamar IIC Arun Kumar 
Panda and a scientifi c team in-
spected the crime scene. Police 
have registered a case based 
on the written complaint and 
launched an investigation. Of-
fi cers said the accused will be 
arrested soon.

Further details will emerge 
after the postmortem and com-
pletion of the investigation, the 
SDPO said.

MAN BEATS WIFE TO DEATH

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paralakhemundi/Cuttack, 
Dec 1: Two women tried to take 
their own lives in separate inci-
dents during public grievance 
hearings of their respective Col-
lectors in Gajapati and Cuttack 
districts Monday.

In the fi rst incident, a woman 
tried to commit suicide during 
public grievance hearing at the 
district Collectorate in Paral-
akhemundi, alleging that she 
was denied justice and subject-
ed to misconduct by the Guran-
di PS Offi cer-in-Charge (OIC).

The woman from Mahadeipur 
village alleged that instead of 
helping her, OIC Om Narayan 
Patra made obscene gestures 
and coerced her to establish 
physical relationship. She also 
accused him of verbally abusing 
her. Unable to bear the offi cer’s 
behaviour, she approached the 
district administration. She 
then attempted suicide Monday 
by tying her saree to a railing at 
the Collector’s offi ce, saying she 
would kill herself if she did not 
get justice. Additional Super-
intendent of Police Sunilkanta 
Mohanty intervened and per-

suaded her not to take the step.
Mohanty said Parlakhemun-

di SDPO Madhabanand Nayak 
has been directed to investigate 
the allegations.

In the second incident, a 
widow Sasmita Majhi attempt-
ed self-immolation by pouring 
petrol on her body during the 
grievance hearing of the Cut-
tack Collector in Banki block 
allegedly over abrupt delay in 
getting the fi nancial assistance 
following her husband’s death. 
She alleged that her repeated 
requests went unheard. 

However, her move was frus-
trated after the security offi cer of 
the district Collector and police 
personnel deployed at the spot in-
tervened. Later, Collector Datta-
traya Bhausaheb Shinde assured 
to resolve her problem very soon.  
The woman, a resident of Ran-
gani Sahi in Baideswar pancha-
yat of Banki block lost her hus-
band husband Banamali Khatua 
two years back. She had applied 
for `20,000 fi nancial assistance 
under National Family Benefi t 
Scheme but her plea was turned 
by the block social security offi -
cer citing errors in the legal heir 
certifi cate. 

2 women attempt suicide at 
Collectors’ public hearings



U
S President Donald 
Trump is proba-
bly not even aware 
of John Maynard 

Keynes’s 1919 book The Eco-
nomic Consequences of the 
Peace, which cautioned that 
the harsh demands imposed on 
Germany after World War I – 
with their “unjust and unwork-
able economic basis” – would 
destabilise all of Europe. But 
Trump’s 20-point Gaza peace 
plan refl ects one of Keynes’ 
most important insights, em-
bodied by the warning that the 
“perils of the future lay not in 
frontiers and sovereignties, but 
in food, coal, and transport.”

Gaza has never been central to 
discussions about the Israeli-Pal-
estinian confl ict. But Trump 
views the enclave as the Archi-
medean point from which he 
can not only expand his family’s 
business empire – a key motiva-
tion behind much of his foreign 
policy – but also consolidate US 
alliances in the Middle East and 
advance a grand international 
infrastructure programme ca-
pable of countering China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI).

These ambitions long preceded 
the Gaza war. In 2017, during his 
fi rst presidency, Trump reached 
an agreement with Japan to of-
fer “high-quality infrastructure 
investment alternatives in the 
Indo-Pacifi c region,” and estab-
lished a partnership aimed at 
promoting universal access to 
affordable and reliable energy 
in Southeast Asia, South Asia, 
and Sub-Saharan Africa. “In a 
globalized world,” then-Secretary 
of Defense James Mattis stated, 
“there are many belts and many 
roads, and no one nation should 
put itself into a position of dictat-
ing ‘One Belt, One Road.’”

Former US President Joe 
Biden took up the infrastruc-
ture mantle in 2022, when he 
established the I2U2 Group 
with India, Israel, and the 
UAE to focus on “joint invest-
ments and new initiatives in 
water, energy, transportation, 
space, health, food security, 
and technology.” The follow-

ing year, the Biden adminis-
tration – along with France, 
Germany, India, Italy, Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, and the EU – 
committed to developing a new 
India-Middle East-Europe Eco-
nomic Corridor (IMEC), aimed 
at stimulating economic growth 
and development through 
enhanced connectivity and 
integration. IMEC builds on 
the 2018 “Railways for Region-
al Peace” project, which would 
connect Israel, the UAE, Jordan, 
and Saudi Arabia via high-speed 
rail. It adds a maritime route 
from India to the Persian Gulf, 
and pipelines for exporting gas, 
mainly green hydrogen, from 
India and the Gulf countries to 
Europe. As European Commis-
sion President Ursula von der 
Leyen put it, IMEC is more than 
“just a railway or a cable”; it is a 
“green and digital bridge across 
continents and civilizations.”

But realizing the IMEC vision 
will be no easy feat. For starters, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE are 
strategic trade partners of Chi-
na, and part of the BRI. The UAE 
also joined the China-led BRICS 
grouping in 2024, and Saudi Ara-
bia has been weighing member-
ship since being invited to join in 
2023. Trump now must convince 
them to distance themselves 
from China’s Middle East infra-
structure plans, and commit in-
stead to the US-backed strategy.

More fundamentally, progress 
on connectivity requires a stable 
Middle East – and that presup-
poses a peaceful and reconstruct-
ed Gaza. So, unlike US President 
Woodrow Wilson’s interwar ad-
ministration – which succumbed 
to domestic isolationist pressures 
and withdrew from peace-build-
ing in Europe, ultimately leading 
to another confl agration – Trump 
is willing to take heat from his 
MAGA base for being too focused 
on foreign affairs. He has lever-
aged American power to push 
recalcitrant regional players 
toward a peace deal that refl ects 
Keynes’ wisdom. Trump’s peace 
plan includes not only a perma-
nent ceasefi re, the deployment 
of a temporary International 
Stabilization Force (with a United 
Nations mandate), and the disar-
mament of Hamas, but also the 
creation of a transitional Palestin-
ian civil administration and Ga-
za's reconstruction and economic 
development. It states that Israel 
will not occupy or annex Gaza, 
and that no Palestinians will be 
forced to leave the enclave.

But this is just the beginning. 
The plan is more outline than 
blueprint, and its lack of clarity 
on how its various stages would 
be navigated leaves plenty of 
room for divergent interpreta-
tions by the parties. Already, 
Hamas has said that it would 
not relinquish its weapons, and 

both Hamas and Israel are likely 
to resist many other elements of 
the plan. The ceasefi re remains 
tenuous. Moreover, Trump’s 
regional alliance is driven by 
deep ideological and strategic 
divisions: The Qatar-Turkey ax-
is is too friendly to Hamas and 
the Muslim Brotherhood for the 
Saudi-Emirati-Israeli bloc. It al-
so remains to be seen how Egypt 
would stomach a Turkish role in 
Gaza. Nonetheless, Trump has 
set the stage for a new Middle 
East peace, based on economic 
integration and infrastructure 
connectivity. An expansion of 
the Abraham Accords – Israel's 
bilateral agreements establishing 
diplomatic relations with four Ar-
ab countries (Bahrain, Morocco, 
Sudan, and the UAE) – may now 
be in the offi ng.

To improve the chances of suc-
cess, Trump has taken a number 
of steps to increase his adminis-
tration's leverage over regional 
actors, including signing an 
arms deal with Saudi Arabia 
and a security pact with Qatar, 
and indicating that he may lift 
the ban on F-35 sales to Turkey. 
For Egypt, the prospect of secur-
ing major contracts in Gaza's re-
construction is highly appealing. 
Trump has even brought Syria 
into America's orbit, while Turk-
ish and US companies gear up 
for the reconstruction bonanza.

Perhaps most important, 
Trump has made it clear that 
Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu 
needs him, even going so far as 
to send a letter to Israel’s pres-
ident requesting a full pardon 
for Netanyahu in his ongoing 
corruption trial. Internationally 
isolated, wholly dependent on US 
military and political support, 
and facing a citizenry eager for 
an end to Israel’s longest war, 
Netanyahu has little choice but 
to bend to Trump’s will. Wheth-
er the Trump peace plan’s wa-
tered-down vision of Palestinian 
statehood coincides with that of 
the Arab side is another matter.

The writer is a former 
Israeli foreign minister. 

©PROJECT SYNDICATE

D espite the new-found bonhomie between China and India in 
the wake of US President Donald Trump’s tariff war, China 
is back to its old game of needling India at the slightest op-

portunity by claiming Arunachal Pradesh as Chinese territory. This 
time it has raked up the issue in a crude, arrogant, undiplomatic 
and insensitive way subjecting a woman, Pema Wangjom Thongdok, 
hailing from the state and working in the UK, to an 18-hour ordeal 
at the Shanghai airport recently. The incident has confirmed the 
suspicion that China is actually trying to take advantage of the 
plight of India facing huge, nearly insurmountable tariff barriers 
put up by the US, while pretending to be willing to make a common 
cause with India against Trump.

When China unveiled its version of the US H-1B visa for Indian 
techies and scientists willing to work there after the US’ steep tariff 
and incredible hike of the H-IB visa, it was feared China would 
try to arm twist India over border disputes. But, it could not be 
imagined that China would provoke India so soon. This incident is 
highly surprising after Prime Minister Narendra Modi met China’s 
President Xi Jinping during a Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) summit in China only a few weeks ago.

India had to issue a “strong demarche” to China after the woman 
from Arunachal Pradesh had been harassed and stopped by Chi-
nese immigration officials at the Shanghai airport. The officials 
ridiculed her and told her to “apply for a Chinese passport” since 
Arunachal Pradesh “belongs” to China.

Pema Thongdok, a principal regulatory consultant working in 
financial services in London, told the media she was detained at 
Shanghai airport for 18 hours and immigration and airlines staff 
were “unprofessional and rude,” laughing and mocking at her.

The Ministry of External Affairs said the passenger had been 
detained on ludicrous grounds. It maintained that Arunachal 
Pradesh is an indisputably Indian territory and its residents are 
perfectly entitled to hold and travel with Indian passports. It has 
also been highlighted that the actions of the Chinese authorities 
are in contravention of the Chicago and Montreal Conventions 
relating to civil aviation.

The woman was flying from London to Japan, transiting via 
Shanghai and was booked on a China Eastern Airlines flight. She 
has been residing and working in the United Kingdom for the past 
14 years. She said she had transited via China in October 2024 
without facing any issue. Never before had she been harassed or 
her status as an Indian citizen belonging to the north-eastern state 
questioned. This makes China’s intent all the more suspect.

What is more, the woman claimed she had checked with the Chi-
nese embassy prior to her journey that a transit of less than 24 
hours does not require any transit visa. She was to make a stopover 
of only three hours at the Shanghai airport.  However, upon arrival 
in Shanghai around 6 am on 21 November, immigration officers 
refused to allow her transit and declared her Indian passport in-
valid solely because her place of birth is Arunachal Pradesh. They 
repeatedly insisted that Arunachal Pradesh is part of China and 
therefore her Indian passport was invalid and not an acceptable 
form of document to travel. Her passport was withheld without ex-
planation and she was kept in custody within the airport for nearly 
18 hours without access to food, support, or proper communication. 
She complained that despite having a valid Japanese visa and not 
leaving the airside transfer area she was denied boarding for her 
original flight. China Eastern and the immigration officers later 
told her that unless she booked a new ticket specifically on the 
airlines, they would not return her passport. She could contact 
the Indian Embassy with great difficulty and Indian officials ulti-
mately escorted her to a flight late in the evening at 10.20 pm. The 
Chinese officials were cautious enough not to stamp her passport 
which was eventually returned to her.

China of course sought to brazen it out by claiming that the 
woman had only been subjected to routine check, provided with 
food and no discourtesy was shown to her.

This is typical Chinese prevarication. At a time when India is 
working to improve ties in the current changed geopolitical and 
economic situation, such actions by the Chinese side create un-
necessary obstructions to the process. It also shows that India’s 
response to American tariff aggression has been futile. India seems 
to have fallen in a helpless situation where neighbours realize that 
the nation is weak.
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Indo-China Hiccups

SPECTRUM COMMERCE

The slide in India’s exports 

Precious time 

Sir, This refers to “SIR shadow over Winter Session,” 
Orissa POST, December 1. It is really unacceptable to see 
every Parliament session getting seriously disrupted for 
pressing the just demand of the Opposition parties to discuss 
issues of national importance. If the agenda of the ruling 
party at the Centre is to seek co-operation from the major Op-
position party the burning issues such as the ongoing special 
intensive revision (SIR) in various states, national security, 
and air pollution in the national capital region should be 
discussed in the Parliament in open mind. Any denial of 
giving a patient hearing on the issues shall only suggest the 
government’s hidden intention to curb the democratic rights 
of the Opposition parties. The ruling party particularly the 
minister in-charge of Parliamentary Affairs Kiren Rijiju 
must bear in mind how much tax-payers’ money is being 
drained out from the exchequer in holding Parliament ses-
sions. Any denial of taking cognizance of the matter amounts 
to criminal negligence.
 Arun Gupta, KOLKATA

Care not for time and success. 
Act out thy part, whether it be to 
fail or to prosper.
 
 SRI AUROBINDO

CONSEQUENCES OF PEACE
GEOPOLITICS

I ndia’s exports have wit-
nessed a slide in most sec-
tors, as per latest reports, in 

view of the current geopolitical 
situation and the pressure of US 
tariffs. The fault-lines have wid-
ened with the rupee falling to its 
lowest value while exporters, es-
pecially small and medium-sized 
fi rms, continue to face sustained 
pressure. Though the trade pact 
with the US is close to fi nalisation 
and it is expected that the tariffs 
would be brought down, the posi-
tion now is far from encouraging. 

India’s export-oriented policy 
efforts have not only faced weak 
global demands but intense 
competition from Asian peers 
that have historically exported 
their way to prosperity, enabling 
labour shifts out of agriculture. 
Many of the economies have 
become preferred destinations 
for entrepreneurs and fi rms relo-
cating from China. Mention may 
be made of relative newcomers 
like Vietnam which recorded 
strong export growth during 
the post-pandemic period, when 
the global economy has been 
slow. Both Vietnam and China 
increased their export shares 
while India slipped. 

India’s goods export growth 
averaged only one percentage 

point above world GDP during 
2014-2024. Though comparisons 
cannot be made with countries 
such as Indonesia or Brazil, it is 
signifi cant to note that even Viet-
nam tripled its share of world ex-
ports from 0.6% to 1.7% during 
this period, almost equalling 
India’s 2024 share of 1.8%. 

There is good news for the 
country as the European Union 
is eyeing to forge a broad agen-
da with India to fi rm up a free 
trade pact, a defence framework 
agreement and a strategic agen-
da at their annual summit on 27 
January.  Added to this, after the 
meeting of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi with his Canadian 
counterpart on the sidelines of 
the G-20 summit, it was decided 
to begin negotiations on an am-
bitious ‘Comprehensive Econom-
ic Partnership Agreement’. It is 
understood that the agreement 
will cover goods, services, invest-
ment, sanitary and phytosani-
tary measures, technical barriers 
to trade and dispute settlement. It 
has also been reported that India 
and Israel will soon begin nego-
tiations for an FTA, according to 
Union Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal. 

The government is aware of 
the matter and has rightly taken 

a prompt decision by clearing 
the ̀ 25,000-crore Export Promo-
tion Mission after a long time and 
also the ̀ 20,000 crore additional 
free collateral credit to support 
exporters grappling with global 
trade uncertainty. Priority sup-
port has been identifi ed to sectors 
such as textiles, leather, gems and 
jewellery, engineering goods and 
marine products hit by US tariffs. 

Along with this, the RBI de-
cided to cushion exporters in 
stressed sectors by announcing 
relaxation under the Foreign 
Exchange Management Act by 
extending the time available 
to exporters to realise and re-
patriate export proceeds from 
the existing 9 to 15 months. The 
shipment time has also been in-
creased from one to three years, 
giving exporters greater fl exibil-
ity to manage orders and supply 
chain uncertainties. 

The need of the hour is ob-
viously on improving quality 
through technological upgrada-
tion, especially in labour-inten-
sive sectors through innovative 
designs and better marketing in 
foreign and unexplored mar-
kets with the government help-
ing through its trade missions 
abroad. Moreover, cost-effec-
tiveness is also a key factor in 

Indian goods making entry into 
foreign markets in a big way. 

In the current situation, the 
four Labour Codes announced 
recently may augur well for the 
growth of the economy as also the 
export front.  Prime Minister Modi 
stated that “the codes will serve as 
a strong foundation for universal 
social security, minimum and 
timely payment of wages, safe 
workplaces and remunerative op-
portunities for our people, special-
ly Nari Shakti and Yuva Shakti.” 

It is a fact that rigid labour 
laws prevalent in the country 
had been hurting entrepreneur-
ship growth. A large provision 
in the Industrial Disputes Act, 
1947 forbid enterprises with 100 
or more workers from laying off 
workers under any circumstanc-
es. This draconian provision, 
complemented by other rigidi-
ties encouraged fi rms, especial-
ly the labour-intensive ones, to 
remain small. 

At the same time, Indian trade 
unions have condemned the 
government's rollout of the new 
Labour Codes, as a “deceptive 
fraud” against workers. It re-
mains to be seen whether with 
these Labour Codes, India will 
be able to attract more foreign 
investment. INFA

Trump’s 20-point Gaza peace plan refl ects 
one of Keynes’ most important insights, 

embodied by the warning that 
the ‘perils of the future lay not in 
frontiers and sovereignties, but 

in food, coal, and transport’

TRUMP HAS SET 
THE STAGE FOR A 

NEW MIDDLE EAST 
PEACE, BASED 
ON ECONOMIC 

INTEGRATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

CONNECTIVITY 

Shlomo Ben-Ami

THE FAULT-LINES 
HAVE WIDENED 

WITH THE RUPEE 
FALLING TO 
ITS LOWEST 

VALUE WHILE 
EXPORTERS 

CONTINUE TO 
FACE SUSTAINED 

PRESSURE 

Dhurjati Mukherjee

WISDOM CORNER
Everything can be taken from a man but one thing: the last 
of human freedoms - to choose one's attitude in any given 
set of circumstances, to choose one's own way. VIKTOR E. FRANKL

The man who promises everything is sure to fulfi l nothing, 
and everyone who promises too much is in danger of using 
evil means in order to carry out his promises, and is already 
on the road to perdition. CARL JUNG

A man can be himself only so long as he is alone, and if he 
does not love solitude, he will not love freedom, for it is only 
when he is alone that he is really free. ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER

 
1804: Napoleon is crowned Emperor of France. Napoleon Bonaparte had 
risen through the ranks of the French army during the French revolution 
and became one of the most infl uential political fi gures of his era. 
His self-coronation as Napoleon I took place in Notre Dame in Paris, France.

1823: The Monroe Doctrine, which declared that the U.S. would not 
interfere in European affairs but that its sphere of interest included the 
entire Western Hemisphere, was enunciated by President James Monroe 
this day in 1823.

1942: Scientists led by Enrico Fermi conducted the world's fi rst controlled 
self-sustaining nuclear chain reaction, at the University of Chicago.

1971: The United Arab Emirates was formed by the union of 
six small emirates on the Arabian Peninsula; a seventh emirate 
joined in February 1972.

1982: William C. DeVries implanted the fi rst permanent artifi cial heart in 
Barney Clark; the aluminum and plastic device was called the Jarvik-7.

1983: The groundbreaking music video for Michael Jackson's song Thriller 
aired on MTV.

1993: Colombian criminal Pablo Escobar—who, as head of the Medellín 
cartel, was arguably the world's most powerful drug traffi cker in the 1980s 
and early '90s—was killed during a shoot-out with authorities.

Coercive proposal

Sir, Ukrainian and US offi cials are meeting in Florida to 
refi ne Washington’s revised framework for ending Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine, following criticism that earlier drafts 
favoured Moscow. Led by Secretary of State Marco Rubio, 
Jared Kushner and Steve Witkoff (US Special Envoy to 
the Middle East), the talks aim to balance calls for a “just 
peace” with battlefi eld realities and Ukraine’s insistence 
on retaining sovereignty and its right to join the European 
Union and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NA-
TO). Any outcome will shape global geopolitics: a viable 
plan could stabilise energy markets, reduce European se-
curity risks and infl uence US–Russia relations. For India, 
a settlement could ease volatility in oil prices, strengthen 
its balanced diplomacy with Moscow and Washington, and 
stabilise defence-procurement channels. However, if the 
proposal appears coercive toward Ukraine, it may prolong 
the confl ict, sustaining global economic uncertainty and 
strategic unpredictability. 

RS Narula, PATIALA

 FOCUS
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DELHI MAHARASHTRA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 1: Even with 
farm fi res at a multi-year low, 
Delhi-NCR’s winter air remains 
suffocating. For most of October 
and November, pollution levels 
hovered between ‘very poor’ 
and ‘severe’, fuelled by a rising 
“toxic cocktail” of PM2.5, nitro-
gen dioxide (NO2) and carbon 
monoxide (CO) emitted mainly 
from vehicles and other local 
sources.

At least 22 air-quality mon-
itoring stations in Delhi re-
corded carbon monoxide (CO) 
levels above permissible limits 
on more than 30 of the 59 days 
assessed, with Dwarka Sector 8 
logging the highest number of 
breaches at 55 days, followed by 
Jahangirpuri and Delhi Univer-
sity's North Campus, both at 50 
days, according to a new analy-
sis by the Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE).

The analysis also highlights 
a troubling proliferation of pol-
lution hotspots in the capital.

In 2018, only 13 locations 
were offi cially designated as 
hotspots. Now, several more 
locations routinely record pol-
lution levels far higher than the 
city average.

Jahangirpuri emerged as Del-
hi’s most polluted hotspot, with 
an annual PM2.5 average of 119 
µg/m³, or micrograms per cubic 
metre, followed by Bawana and 
Wazirpur (113 µg/m³), Anand 
Vihar (111 µg/m³), and Mund-
ka, Rohini, and Ashok Vihar 
(101–103 µg/m³).

Vivek Vihar, Alipur, Nehru 
Nagar, Siri Fort, Dwarka Sector 
8 and Patparganj were some of 
the new hotspots fl agged by 
CSE. Smaller NCR towns also 
recorded more intense and lon-

ger smog episodes this year.
Bahadurgarh experienced the 

longest continuous smog event 
— lasting 10 days, from Novem-
ber 9 to 18 — indicating that the 
region increasingly behaves as 
a single airshed with uniformly 
high pollution levels. 

CSE's assessment fi nds that 
early winter pollution has 
plateaued at unhealthy levels, 
driven mainly by local emis-
sions, even as the contribution 
of stubble burning has dropped 
signifi cantly.

Researchers found that 
PM2.5 levels rose and fell al-
most in tandem with NO2 
during peak traffi c hours. Be-
tween 7–10 am and 6–9 pm, both 
pollutants spiked sharply as ve-
hicular emissions accumulated 
under shallow winter boundary 
layers.

While NO2 showed rapid, 
traffi c-linked peaks, PM2.5 re-
corded broader, slower-moving 
spikes. CO levels also breached 
the eight-hour standard at sev-
eral locations across the city.

“This synchronised pattern 
reinforces that particulate 
pollution spikes are being fu-
elled daily by traffi c-related 
emissions of NO2 and CO, es-
pecially under low-dispersion 
conditions,” said Anumita Roy-
chowdhury, executive director 
(research and advocacy), CSE.

The report notes that stubble 
burning in Punjab and Haryana 
was signifi cantly subdued this 
year, partly because fl oods dis-
rupted the crop cycle.

For most of the early winter 
period, farm fi res contributed 
less than 5 per cent to Delhi's 
pollution, rising to 5–15 per cent 

on some days and peaking at 22 
per cent on November 12–13.

While the decline in stubble 
burning prevented extreme 
pollution spikes, it did little to 
improve daily air quality, the 
report said. PM2.5 remained 
the dominant pollutant on 34 
days, followed by PM10 on 25 
days, ozone on 13 days, and CO 
on two days.

Throughout November, the 
AQI remained in the ‘very poor’ 
to ‘severe’ range, underscoring 
the persistent impact of Delhi’s 
local pollution sources — traffi c, 
industry, waste burning, and 
domestic fuel use.

Although peak pollution lev-
els this year were lower com-
pared to the past three winters 
due to reduced fi recrackers 
and farm-fi re impact, average 
pollution levels showed almost 

no improvement.
PM2.5 levels for October–No-

vember were about 9 per cent 
lower than last year, but com-
pared to the three-year baseline, 
no meaningful progress was ob-
served.

Between 2018 and 2020, PM2.5 
levels recorded a steady decline, 
partly due to the pandemic. 
Since 2021–22, however, annu-
al averages have plateaued at 
elevated levels.

In 2024, the annual average 
rose sharply to 104.7 µg/m³, re-
versing earlier gains.

The report recommends a set 
of deep structural measures to 
tackle emissions across sectors 
— time-bound electrifi cation 
targets, scrapping of older vehi-
cles, expanded public transport 
and last-mile connectivity, and 
better walking and cycling in-
frastructure.

It also calls for parking caps, 
congestion taxes, cleaner in-
dustrial fuels, lower gas taxes, 
elimination of waste burning, 
improved waste segregation, 
and remediation of legacy 
dumps. On Monday, Delhi’s 3 
pm AQI stood at 303, placing 
it in the ‘very poor’ category, 
according to the CPCB’s air 
quality bulletin.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 1:  The BJP-led 
Mahayuti government in Ma-
harashtra will complete its fi rst 
year in power December 5, 2025, 
a period characterized by infra-
structure expansion, a focus on 
investor confi dence, and a del-
icate balancing act within the 
three-party coalition. The Ma-
hayuti—comprising BJP, NCP, 
and Shiv Sena—won 235 seats in 
the 288-member assembly in the 
November 2024 elections, which 
were touted as a strong mandate 
for development. Devendra 
Fadnavis was sworn in as chief 
minister December 5, though the 
delayed government formation 
led to speculation about Eknath 
Shinde’s role, especially regard-
ing the CM post.

The delay also marked a tense 
period, with the swearing-in of 
ministers taking place on De-
cember 15, just before the winter 
session of the new Assembly. 
The government’s fi rst major 
challenge came with the Decem-
ber 9 murder of Beed sarpanch 
Santosh Deshmukh. Opposition 
outrage followed the arrest of the 
main accused, Walmik Karad, an 
aide of NCP minister Dhananjay 
Munde. Amid national outrage, 
Munde resigned in March due to 
health reasons.

The ruling alliance has em-
phasized "speed, transparency, 
and coordination" in gover-
nance, highlighting major infra-
structure projects like metro rail 
in Mumbai, Pune, and Thane, 
the coastal road, trans-harbour 
link, and the mega Vadhavan 
port. Efforts have also been 
made to position Maharashtra 
as India’s top investment desti-
nation, amid global competition 
for capital. However, managing 
a three-party coalition with dis-
tinct constituencies remains 
challenging. Allegations of cor-
ruption and misconduct have 
surfaced, particularly against 
Shiv Sena ministers and MLAs. 
A controversial Pune land 

deal involving Deputy CM Ajit 
Pawar’s son, Parth, led to an 
FIR, though opposition parties 
criticized his absence from the 
investigation. Similarly, a Jain 
Trust property sale involving 
Union Minister Murlidhar Mo-
hol also drew criticism, though 
the deal was later canceled.

The Opposition also criticized 
the government for not fulfi lling 
promises like a farm loan waiver 
and increasing fi nancial aid for 
the Ladki Bahin Yojana, which 
were part of the BJP’s election 
campaign. Additionally, activist 
Manoj Jarange’s hunger strike 
in August led to the state agree-
ing to issue Kunbi caste certif-
icates, granting the Maratha 
community OBC quota benefi ts. 
However, this decision faced op-
position from other backward 
classes, forcing the government 
to establish a cabinet sub-com-
mittee to manage the issue.

Despite internal speculation, 
leaders from all three ruling 
parties have maintained that 
the government is functioning 
cohesively. However, tensions 
surfaced recently when Shiv 
Sena ministers skipped a cabi-
net meeting after BJP president 
Ravindra Chavan inducted func-
tionaries from Shinde's faction 
in key strongholds.

As the government enters its 
second year, the focus will shift 
to completing large-scale infra-
structure projects, expanding 
rural outreach, and improving 
ease of doing business. The op-
position has vowed to increase 
scrutiny, setting the stage for a 
politically active year ahead in 
Maharashtra.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gadchiroli, Dec 1: The 
presence of a rare striated 
grassbird was recorded 
in the Chaprala Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Gadchiroli 
district of Maharashtra 
during a survey, accord-
ing to the Forest Depart-
ment.

The fi nding is highly 
signifi cant, as the species 
is extremely rare in east-
ern Maharashtra.

Earlier, the striated 
grassbird had been re-
ported only once from 
the Tapi River basin in 
Jalgaon district along 
the Maharashtra-Madhya 
Pradesh border, Sub-DFO 
Mangesh Balapure said 
in a release.

Stating that only one re-
cent record of the species 

existed from Chandrapur 
district, the new sighting 
at Chaprala marks an im-
portant range extension 
for this species within 
Maharashtra. 

Two striated grassbirds 
were spotted in the tall 
grass habitat along the 
Pranhita River during a 
bird survey conducted 
in the Chaprala Wildlife 
Sanctuary November 29-
30 as part of a citizen 
science initia-
tive.

The re-
lease stat-
ed that EA 
D’Abreau, 
the then 
curator 
of Central 
Museum Nag-

pur, had mentioned in 
1923 about the straiated 

grassbird spotting in the 
then Central Provinces 
and Berar (now Madhya 
Pradesh and Vidarbha). 
The bird was rarely re-
ported in this part since 
1923, making this an im-
portant fi nding.

The survey document-
ed a healthy population 
of threatened riverine 
species (as per IUCN), 
including River Lapwing, 
Oriental Darter, and 
Black-headed Ibis, which 
fall under the “near-
ly-threatened” category. 

“Several other uncom-
mon and noteworthy 
species were record-
ed during the survey, 
such as orange-breasted 
green pigeon, pin-striped 

tit-babbler, forest wag-
tail, Indian scops owl, 
and brown hawk owl. 
Around 140 species have 
been recorded during the 
survey”, according to the 
release.

Chaprala Wildlife Sanc-
tuary covers 134.78 sq. km 
and falls under the uni-
fi ed control of the Tado-
ba-Andhari Tiger Reserve 
(TATR). It is bounded by 
the Pranhita River and 
the Maharashtra-Telan-
gana border on the west, 
and by the Wainganga 
River on the south-west.

The sanctuary supports 
a diverse range of fl ora 
and fauna, including the 
Giant Squirrel (Shekru), 
the State Animal of Maha-
rashtra, along with tiger, 
leopard, sloth bear, spot-
ted deer, sambar, four-
horned antelope, and the 
Indian Tree-shrew, among 
other species.

This was the fi rst-ever 
citizen science bird sur-
vey conducted in Chapra-
la Sanctuary. More sea-
sonal bird surveys are 
planned to further docu-
ment the avifaunal diver-
sity of this relatively un-
explored region, with the 
expectation of discovering 
many more species.

A citizen science bird 
survey involves the 
public participating in 
data collection to moni-
tor bird populations for 
scientific research and 
conservation.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 1: The 
city’s temperature plunged to 
5.7 degrees Celsius Monday 
-- the coldest morning of the 
season so far.

The temperature fell 
from 8.3 degrees Celsius 
a day earlier and was 4.6 
degrees below the season’s 
average, the India Mete-
orological Department 
(IMD) said. A weather ex-

pert said the sharp drop 
in temperature was due 
to calm winds and clear 
skies. Mahesh Palawat, 
Vice President of Meteo-
rology & Climate Change, 
said the temperature will 
increase slightly over the 
next two or three days as 
two western disturbances 
approach, which will tem-
porarily raise the mini-
mum temperature. “For 
the next one or two days, a 

slight rise in temperatures 
is expected, before a fresh 
dip sets in during mid-De-
cember,” he said, adding, 
“From the second week of 
December, temperatures in 
the capital are likely to fall 
again, marking the onset of 
a colder phase.” 

There are two western 
disturbances approaching, 
which will marginally in-
crease temperatures after 
December 5, he said.

Traffi c drives daily pollution: Study
AQI crosses 300 
in several areas
New Delhi: Delhi’s air quality deterio-
rated again Monday as the Air Quality 
Index (AQI) moved closer to the “very 
poor” category, just a day after 
strong winds briefl y improved condi-
tions from ‘very poor’ to ‘poor’ for the 
fi rst time in 16 days.  At 7 a.m., the 
AQI crossed the 300 mark, still in the 
“poor” category as a dense layer of 
fog and smoke blanketed the national 
capital, according to the Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB).

DELHI CHOKES

The analysis — based on CPCB data — points to a “toxic cocktail” of PM2.5, nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and carbon monoxide 
(CO), pollutants closely linked to vehicles and combustion sources, that has heightened health risks this season

Fadnavis govt set to turn 1

Flamingo season begins 
Thane: The fi rst fl ock of 
fl amingos of the season 
have arrived in Thane creek 
area, senior bird researcher 
Mrugank Prabhu said 
Monday. The presence of 
300 greater fl amingos have 
already been recorded in 
Thane Creek, while early fl y 
overs have been sighted at 
DPS lake in Nerul, Prabhu 
said. Though numbers re-
main modest, larger fl ocks are expected soon, Range Forest Offi cer 
Prashant Bahadure said. Their arrival at Thane Creek Flamingo 
Sanctuary, though slightly delayed this year, has revived hopes 
of a strong migratory phase, offi cials said. NatConnect Founda-
tion director BN Kumar said the state government must urgently 
issue the gazette notifi cation declaring DPS lake as a conservation 
reserve. The proposal in this regard was approved earlier this year 
by the the State Wildlife Board.

Rare striated grassbird spotted in 
Chaprala forest in Gadchiroli

The 
fi nding 

is highly 
signifi cant, as the 

species is extremely 
rare in eastern 
Maharashtra

National capital shivers at 5.7 °C



After meet-
ing him, 
with his 

permission and 
following his 
advice, he joined 
another party

UDHAYANIDHI STALIN  |  TN DY CM

Even though 
our state 
has a low 

HIV prevalence, 
the 4,477 new 
infections report-
ed over the past 
three years are a 
matter of concern

PINARAYI VIJAYAN  | KERALA CM
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SABARIMALA TEMPLE
COLLECTIONS SOAR 
The lord Ayyappa temple here 
has recorded a signifi cant surge 
in revenue during the fi rst 15 
days of the ongoing annual 
mandala-makaravilakku pilgrim-
age season, with total collec-
tions touching Rs 92 crore

The competition 
for the chief min-

ister's chair is intensify-
ing day by day. According 
to information I have, 
at least seven to eight 
senior legislators and 
ministers in the ruling 
party are competing to 
somehow become the CM
B Y VIJAYENDRA  | K’TAKA BJP PRESIDENT

On pensions 
alone, in 18 
months, we 

spent Rs 50,763 
crore. Nobody in 
the country is ex-
tending welfare 
at this scale

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU  |  
ANDHRA PRADESH CM

Three killed as jeep 
plunges into gorge 
Jaipur: Three people, 
including two women, were 
killed and 25 others were 
injured when a packed jeep 
lost control and plummeted 
into a gorge after one of 
its wheels came off in 
Rajasthan’s Pali district 
Monday, police said.  The 
accident occurred around 
noon in the Kundal area 
under Bali police station 
limits, when the vehicle 
-- carrying 28 passengers 
-- was on its way from Panch 
Bor Sayra in Udaipur district 
to Kundal for a condolence 
meeting, Station House 
Officer Parbat Singh said.

ED raids against Maha 
Trust, Yemeni national 
New Delhi: The Enforcement 
Directorate Monday 
conducted searches 
at a dozen locations in 
connection with an FCRA 
“violation” case against a 
Maharashtra-based Trust, 
offi cials said.  The raids were 
undertaken at premises 
located in the Nandurbar 
district and in Mumbai in the 
case of Jamia Ismalia Ishatul 
Uloom (JIIU) and a Yemeni 
citizen Al-Khadami Khaled 
Ibrahim Saleh and others.

2 killed in fi re 
at night shelter 
New Delhi: Two people were 
killed after a massive fi re 
broke out in a night shelter 
in the early hours of Monday 
in southwest Delhi's Vasant 
Vihar, an offi cial of the 
Delhi Fire Services said. The 
night shelter is operated by 
SPYM NGO, the police said 
in a statement, adding seven 
people were residing there at 
the time of the incident. 

‘Beef’ in buffet triggers 
row at UP wedding
Aligarh:  A fight broke out 
at a wedding reception in 
Civil Lines over a “beef 
curry” sticker at the dining 
counter. Guests Akash and 
Gaurav Kumar objected 
to the label and tried to 
record a video, leading 
to a scuffle. Police said 
the confusion arose from 
“beef” being used for both 
buffalo (legal) and cow 
meat (banned).

Job aspirants in 
Dharwad protest 
Dharwad: Several job 
aspirants Monday staged a 
protest here demanding that 
the Karnataka government 
launch a recruitment drive 
to fi ll vacancies across 
various departments. Police 
said 35 people, including 
women, were detained.  The 
demonstration was organised 
by Janasamanyara Vedike 
and Udyogakankshigala 
Horata Samiti. 

SHORT TAKES
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Unnao (UP), Dec 1: The 
‘baraat’ was received at the 
door with band and ‘baaja’, 
the bride and groom exchanged 
garlands. All seemed well and 
on track to happily ever after. 
Until the time came for the 
‘pheras’ and the families found 
to their utter shock – the bride 
had run away with her lover!

The drama, straight out 
of a film script centred on 
a feisty woman asserting 
herself, took place Saturday 
night in a village in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Unnao district.

Recapping the developments 
of the extraordinary evening 
when the young woman decided 
she was better off as the run-
away bride exercising choice, 
police offi cials said the wedding 
procession arrived at Ajaypur 
village right on schedule.

The two families completed 
the traditional ‘dwarachar’ 
and other rituals. The bride 
and groom then performed the 
‘varmala’ ritual. Soon after, the 
bride went to her room while 
the groom’s family got busy 
with other preparations.

Some time later, the fami-
ly went to her room to escort 

her for the ‘pheras’, the seven 
rounds around a fi re that would 
solemnise the wedding. But the 
room was empty.

The lady had fl ed.
The two families learnt a 

little later that she had eloped 
with a young man from the vil-
lage. The hapless father spoke 
to his daughter over the phone 
and she told him her wishlist 
for life – she wanted to marry 
her lover and live with him.

Shocked by the turn of 
events, the two families had a 
heated exchange. Finally, the 
groom's side returned home. 
Without a bride.

The bride's father has lodged 
a complaint against the youth 
at the Purwa police station. A 
probe is on in the matter and 
action will be taken as per law, 
a senior police offi cer told

RUNAWAY 
BRIDE Woman elopes with lover after ‘varmala’ ceremony

SOON AFTER, THE BRIDE WENT 
TO HER ROOM WHILE THE 

GROOM’S FAMILY GOT BUSY 
WITH OTHER PREPARATIONS

LATER, WHEN THE FAMILY 
MEMBERS WENT TO CALL HER 
FOR THE PHERA CEREMONY, 
THEY FOUND THE WOMAN 

MISSING
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New Delhi, Dec 1: The Su-
preme Court Monday empha-
sized that air pollution in Del-
hi-NCR should not be treated 
as a seasonal issue, directing 
that the matter be heard twice 
a month to address both short- 
and long-term solutions. The 
bench, led by Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justice Joyma-
lya Bagchi, questioned the usu-
al attribution of air pollution 
to stubble burning, noting that 
other factors might be at play. 
CJI Kant, from a farmer’s fami-
ly in Haryana, pointed out that 
stubble burning had occurred 
during the COVID-19 lockdown, 
yet air quality improved, sug-
gesting other contributors to 
the pollution.

The court stressed that the is-
sue of stubble burning should 
not be politicised or used for 
ego-driven purposes. It urged 
the Centre to clarify the ac-
tions taken by the Commission 
for Air Quality Management 
(CAQM), the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB), and oth-
er agencies to tackle pollution, 
and ordered a report on short-
term and long-term measures.

The bench also raised con-
cerns over unplanned urban-
isation and the growing pop-
ulation, which it argued ex-
acerbates pollution. CJI Kant 
remarked that cities were not 
designed to accommodate large 
populations, with many house-
holds owning multiple cars. He 
noted that while metro projects 
could be a long-term solution, 

immediate measures were ur-
gently needed.

During the hearing, Addi-
tional Solicitor General Aish-
warya Bhati listed several 
pollution sources, including 
vehicular emissions, construc-
tion dust, and biomass burning. 
Amicus curiae Aparajita Singh 
highlighted the persistent is-
sue of vehicular pollution and 
non-functional air quality mon-
itoring devices in Delhi. She 
also pointed out the chronic 
problem of cars parked on both 
sides of roads, contributing to 
poor air quality.

The CJI acknowledged that 
while the courts might not have 
all the solutions, they could 
provide a platform for experts 
to discuss and devise effective 
measures. The bench called for 
a scientifi c analysis to identify 
the primary causes of air pol-
lution and urged for a compre-
hensive approach involving all 
stakeholders.

The court also emphasised 
that it would monitor the situ-
ation regularly, ensuring the air 
pollution issue is heard twice a 
month. It reiterated the need 
for long-term, sustainable solu-
tions, and criticized the reliance 
on emergency measures like the 
Graded Response Action Plan 
(GRAP). The next hearing is 
scheduled for December 10.

The court November 19 
had urged the CAQM to con-
sider postponing outdoor 
sports events for Delhi-NCR 
schools due to hazardous air 
quality levels.

The court stressed 
that the issue of stubble 
burning should not be 
politicised or used for 
ego-driven purposes

Air pollution crisis needs 
regular monitoring: SC
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Kolkata, Dec 1: A section of 
BLOs, engaged in the SIR pro-
cess in West Bengal, held a mas-
sive protest outside the CEO's 
offi ce here Monday over alleged 
excessive workload during the 
ongoing enumeration exercise, 
prompting the authorities to in-
crease police deployment at the 
demonstration site.

What began as a routine sit-
in by the BLO Adhikar Raksha 
Committee became a massive 
protest as senior BJP leader 
Suvendu Adhikari and party 
MLAs came to meet Election 
Commission offi cials in the af-
ternoon, with the demonstra-
tors raising anti-BJP slogans 
and trying to breach barricades 
erected by the police.

The narrow stretch outside 
the CEO’s offi ce in central 
Kolkata erupted with slogans 
– “go back” from BLO mem-
bers, “shame” from BJP sup-
porters -- leading to chaos at 
the entrance. Police personnel 
formed chains to prevent the 
two groups from converging 
around the gate.

BLO group members shouted 
that they must be allowed in-
side to submit their memoran-

dum, accusing the authorities 
of “avoiding” them for days.

Their cries drew immediate 
counter-slogans from  BJP sup-
porters, forcing security per-
sonnel to widen the cordon and 
repeatedly appeal for calm. At 
one point, a barricade wobbled 
under pressure as protesters 
leaned in, prompting offi cers to 
rush forward and steady it amid 
noise and confusion. The agita-
tion spilled into the adjoining 
lane, where placards, fl ags, and 
rising voices pierced through 
the December afternoon.

Protesting BLOs are seeking 
a two-month extension for the 
SIR deadline and compensa-
tion for families of deceased 

BLOs, citing heavy workload 
concerns. Inside, however, 
Adhikari’s meeting with CEO 
Manoj Agarwal and senior of-
fi cials proceeded.

Once out, the Leader of Op-
position told reporters that 
the BJP had submitted “data 
concerning 17,111 booths” and 
demanded strict monitoring of 
post-December 14 hearings.

His memorandum also 
pressed for the removal of 
“superannuated IAS offi cers” 
deployed in the SIR exercise, 
exclusion of EROs who are not 
of SDO rank, and deletion of 
names of what he described as 
“Bangladeshi Muslims” from 
electoral rolls.

Fisherman clean their boats at the Arabian Sea, in Mumbai, Maharashtra PTI PHOTO
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Srinagar/New Delh, Dec 1: 
The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) Monday conduct-
ed searches at several locations 
in Jammu and Kashmir and Ut-
tar Pradesh as part of its inves-
tigations in the Delhi car bomb 
blast case.

 Various digital devices and 
other incriminating materials 
were seized during the search-
es conducted at the premises of 
several accused and suspects, a 
statement issued by the federal 
probe agency said.

A total of eight locations were 
searched in Shopian, Kulgam, 
Pulwama and Awantipora dis-
tricts of J&K, and one location 
in Lucknow, it said.

 On November 26 and 27, the 
NIA had conducted extensive 
searches at the premises of the 
prime accused, Dr Muzammil 
Ganaie and Dr Shaheen Saeed, 
in the Al Falah University com-
plex and other places in Farid-
abad, Haryana.

A huge quantity of cash, for-
eign currency, gold and other 
incriminating materials were 
seized during those searches, 
and the same are being minute-
ly examined to unravel the con-
spiracy that culminated in the 
bombing, the NIA said.

The anti-terror probe agency 
has arrested seven key accused 
so far in the case.

The NIA teams are question-
ing the arrested accused while 
continuing to pursue various 
leads in connection with the 
November 10 blast which took 
place outside the Red Fort in 
Delhi, killing 15 people. "NIA 
continues to work closely with 
various state police forces to 
track and arrest every member 
of the terrorist module involved 
in the bomb attack," the state-
ment said.

NIA raids multiple 
locations in J&K, UP

WB BLO PROTEST

High drama at CEO offi ce; 
BJP leaders meet poll offi cials
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Chennai, Dec 1: Chennai and 
its nearby districts continued 
to receive steady downpour  
Monday due to the remnants 
of the now weakened Cyclone 
Ditwah, leading to inundation 
of roads, highways and low-ly-
ing areas, including some res-
idential localities.

Moderate to heavy rain 
lashed Chennai, marooning 
AGS colony in Velachery here. 
A car sank in the city and a 
government bus was stranded 
due to sudden inundation in 

Poonamallee. Traffi c snarls 
were witnessed in many parts, 
including the Kathipara fl yover 
in the city.

The weather offi ce forecast 
heavy to very heavy rain in 
Chennai and Tiruvallur dis-
tricts till Tuesday morning 
due to the remnants of the 
cyclonic storm Ditwah that 
remained close to Tamil Na-
du-Puducherry coasts. Express-
ing concern over the sufferings 
of farmers in the Cauvery delta 
districts where heavy down-
pour ravaged the crops, Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin 

said he has ordered immediate 
compensation from the State 
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) 
for the loss of agricultural crops 
including paddy, loss of human 
lives and livestock and damage 
to houses during the northeast 
monsoon starting from Octo-
ber. "I am directly monitoring 
the work to drain rainwater 
in all the fl ood-affected areas. 
Our government will provide 
all basic facilities to the people 
staying in the relief camps for 
as long as needed and will pro-
tect them," the chief minister 
said in a post on ‘X.'

Cyclone Ditwah brings rain for Chennai, neighbourhood
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New Delhi, Dec 1: The fi rst 
day of the Winter session 
witnessed repeated adjourn-
ments of the Lok Sabha and an 
Opposition walkout from the 
Rajya Sabha over demand for 
a debate on Special Intensive 
Revision of electoral rolls as the 
government asserted that it is 
not averse to a discussion but a 
timeline cannot be set.

Interacting with reporters 
in Parliament House complex 
before the start of the session, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
hit out at the Opposition, ac-
cusing it of turning Parliament 
into a “warm up arena” for 
elections or as an outlet to vent 
out frustration after defeat, 
and offered to give them tips 
to bring positivity in politics.

He said Parliament was not 
a place for drama but delivery.

In the Lok Sabha, amid dis-
ruptions, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman intro-
duced two new bills that seek 
to repurpose levies on ‘sin 
goods’ such as tobacco, pan 

masala and related products.
The Bills were introduced 

ahead of the scheduled phase-
out of the GST compensation 
cess levied on them.

In the Rajya Sabha, Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister 
Kiren Rijiju asserted that the 
government is not averse to 
holding a discussion on SIR or 
electoral reforms and asked 
the Opposition not to insist 
on setting a timeline. He was 
responding to Opposition mem-
bers who were demanding an 
immediate discussion on the 
SIR or electoral reforms in the 
House. Not satisfi ed with the 
minister's response, members 
of several Opposition parties 
staged a walkout from the Up-
per House. Responding to the 
Opposition parties' demand to 
start an immediate discussion 
on the ongoing SIR exercise in 
nine states and three Union 
territories, Rijiju sought more 
time to respond to the matter.

Rajya Sabha Chairperson 
C P Radhakrishnan had ear-
lier disallowed notices given 
by nine Opposition members 
on several issues, including 
a discussion on SIR, leading 
to protests by the Opposition. 

Separately, Congress MP Re-
nuka Chowdhury triggered a 
row when she arrived in Par-
liament with a rescued stray 
in her car.

As some ruling party MPs 
accused her of indulging in 
drama, the former Union min-
ister hit back saying "those 
sitting inside bite, dogs don't".

In the Lok Sabha, a relent-
less Opposition repeatedly 
trooped into the Well and 
raised slogans demanding de-
bate on SIR, prompting Speak-
er Om Birla to caution them 
against lowering the dignity of 
the House. The House saw two 
adjournments before being ad-
journed for the day around 2.20 
pm as disruptions continued.

The Lower House also 
passed the Manipur GST Bill to 
replace an ordinance promul-
gated to implement the GST 2.0 
reforms in the northeastern 
state. The Bill was introduced 
on Monday itself and cleared 
after a brief debate. It was the 
fi rst day of Radhakrishnan 
as the presiding offi cer after 
being elected as the vice pres-
ident in September following 
the sudden resignation of Jag-
deep Dhankhar.

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi hit out at 
the Opposition, accusing 
it of turning Parliament 
into a “warm up arena” 

for elections or as an outlet 
to vent out frustration 

after defeat, and offered 
to give them tips to bring 

positivity in politics

LS sees adjournments, 
walkout in RS over SIR

DELHI BLAST CASE



BREAKING NEWS 
This is how the 
JUDICIARY and the 
MEDIA work in a 
Democracy 
The Queenlands 
Supreme Court 

delivers a tight slap on the face of 
Adani, and the Australian Media 
calls it a Massive Victory .
Ben Pennings an Australian activist 
has won a legal battle against 
Adani's Carmichael coalmine. 
The Queenlands Supreme Court 
orders Adani to drop it's $600 
m damages claim and a 5 year 
injunction against the activist.

 @RavinderKapur2
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national
TN ‘RAJ BHAVAN’ IS 
NOW ‘LOK BHAVAN’
“Raj Bhavan” is offi cially 
renamed as “Lok Bhavan”, 
reinforcing the ethos of a 
people-centric democracy and 
dropping colonial nomencla-
ture, the offi ce of the Tamil 
Nadu Governor said Monday

The Election Commission of 
India must answer why it was 
silent on the pre-poll distribu-
tion of `10,000 each to wom-
en by the NDA government. 
Bribery was the biggest reason 
behind out defeat
SHAKEEL AHMED KHAN  | SENIOR CONG LEADER

Anil Ambani
moves top court
New Delhi: Industrialist Anil 
Ambani has moved the 
Supreme Court challenging 
an order of the Bombay 
High Court which upheld the 
State Bank of India's (SBI) 
decision classifying his and 
Reliance Communications' 
accounts as fraud.  The 
matter is yet to be listed 
for hearing. The High Court 
had October 3 dismissed 
Ambani's plea challenging the 
SBI decision and said there 
was no merit in the plea.

Modi speaks to 
Lankan president
New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi Monday 
spoke to Sri Lankan 
President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake and assured 
him of continued support 
in the rehabilitation efforts 
across all regions impacted 
by Cyclone Ditwah.  In a 
telephone conversation, 
Modi expressed condolences 
for the loss of lives and 
devastation in Sri Lanka, and 
said the people of India stood 
in fi rm solidarity and support 
with the people of the island 
nation in this hour of need.

Maha: First phase of 
local body polls today 
Mumbai: Maharashtra will 
witness the fi rst phase of 
much-awaited local body 
elections Tuesday with 
voting scheduled for 264 
municipal councils and 
nagar panchayats, a battle 
taking place amid friendly 
fights, alliance strain and 
legal tangles a year after 
Assembly polls. Nearly one 
crore voters are eligible to 
exercise their franchise in 
round one of the multi-tier 
rural and urban local bodies 
elections, which as per the 
Supreme Court, are to be 
concluded by January 31.

My heartfelt 
gratitude to 
the people of 

Arunachal. Your 
overwhelming 
support strength-
ens our resolve to 
serve with even greater dedication 
and commitment

PEMA KHANDU | ARUNACHAL CM

Hello India, 
look towards 
Andhra 

Pradesh! one kilo-
gram of bananas 
is being sold for 
just `0.50! yes, 
you heard it right, fi fty paise. This 
is the plight of banana farmers in 
Andhra Pradesh

JAGAN MOHAN REDDY | YSRCP SUPREMO

What the 
Opposition is 
asking for is 

a debate on SIR. Is 
that drama? If rais-
ing people’s voice 
is drama, then the 
people will give them a befi tting 
reply in the next election

ABHISHEK BANERJEE  | TMC LS LEADER
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New Delhi, Dec 1:  India 
achieved 48.7 per cent decline 
in annual new HIV infections 
and 81.4 per cent reduction in 
AIDS-related deaths between 
2010 and 2024, according to gov-
ernment data.

There has been a 74.6 per cent 
decline in mother-to-child HIV 
transmission, the data stated.

The HIV epidemic in India 
remains low nationally, with 
new infections and AIDS-re-
lated deaths declining faster 
than the global average, stat-
ed the India HIV estimation 
2025 report.

All the same, certain states 
had a rising epidemic, poten-
tially due to injecting drug 
use and casual heterosexual 

behaviour, it said.
“India is on track to attain 

SDG 3.3 of ending HIV-AIDS as 
a public health threat by 2030,” 
the report said.

According to it, India had 
around 25.61 lakh people liv-
ing with HIV (PLHIV) in 2024 
with Maharashtra (3.99 lakh) 
having the highest number 
of them, followed by Andhra 
Pradesh (3.10 lakh) and Kar-
nataka (2.91 lakh).

Of the total number, 13.97 
lakh were male and 11.64 lakh 
were female.

Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Telangana, Bihar, Gujarat, and 
Punjab have between 1 lakh to 
2 lakh PLHIV. Together, these 
nine states have 74 per cent 
of the total PLHIV burden in 
India. An annual new HIV in-

cidence rate per 1,000 uninfect-
ed population was estimated at 
0.05 (UB-0.03-0.08) nationally — 
males 0.05 and females -0.04.

The incidence rate was 0.06 
among the young population.

Mizoram had the highest 

estimated HIV incidence per 
1,000 uninfected population, 
followed by Nagaland and 
Tripura, the report said. Pun-
jab, Arunachal Pradesh, and 
Meghalaya were other states 
with an incidence rate of 0.20 

or higher. Annual new cases 
were estimated to decline na-
tionally by around 48.70 per 
cent between 2010 and 2024 
but increased by more than 400 
per cent in Arunachal Pradesh 
and Tripura, Globally, annual 
new infections had declined 
by 40 per cent between 2010 
and 2024.

Annual AIDS-related mortal-
ity rate per 100,000 population 
was estimated nationally at 
2.32 (men -2.91 vs women 1.70).

AIDS-related mortality per 
100,000 population was highest 
in Manipur (15.49 ), Mizoram 
(10.88), and Nagaland (7.59), the 
report stated.

Annual AIDS-related deaths 
declined by 81.40 per cent be-
tween 2010 and 2024 in the 
country.

The HIV epidemic in India remains low nationally, with new infections and AIDS-related deaths 
declining faster than the global average, stated the India HIV estimation 2025 report

AIDS-related deaths down by over 80%

Booth Level Offi cers (BLOs) assist voters in fi ling enumeration forms for the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls in Bikaner, Rajasthan       PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi/Srinagar, Dec 
1:The CBI Monday arrested an 
“absconder” carrying a ̀ 10 lakh 
reward in connection with the 
sensational 1989 kidnapping of 
Rubaiyya Sayeed, the daughter 
of the then Union Home Minis-
ter Mufti Mohammed Sayeed, 
for allegedly being part of a con-
spiracy hatched by members of 
the banned JKLF terror group.

The person, identifi ed as Sha-
fat Ahmed Shangloo, is alleged 
to be a close confi dant of Jam-
mu Kashmir Liberation Front 
(JKLF) chief Yasin Malik. The 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) has arrested an “abscond-
er”, Shafat Ahmed Shangloo, 
wanted in the  35-year-old case re-
lating to the kidnapping of Rubai-
yya Sayeed, the agency said in a 
statement. “The said accused 

Shangloo conspired with Yasin 
Malik and others in committing 
a crime under various sections 
of Ranbir Penal Code and TADA 
Act during the Year 1989.”

“The absconder is carrying a 
reward of 10 lakh on his head. 
He will be produced before the 
TADA Court Jammu, within 
the stipulated time as per law,” 
the CBI Spokesperson said. Ac-
cording to offi cials, Shangloo 
was allegedly an offi ce bear-
er of the banned terror group 
and was handling the outfi t's 
fi nances.

The CBI, along with the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Police, arrest-
ed Shangloo from his residence 
in the Nishat area in Srinagar 
after following the due legal 
process, the offi cials said.

Malik, who has been attend-
ing the court hearings through 
video-conferencing, has been 

identifi ed by eyewitnesses, in-
cluding Rubaiyya Sayeed.

The JKLF chief, who is serv-
ing a jail term in Delhi's Tihar 
Jail in a terror fi nancing case, 
is not produced in the court 
physically due to a Ministry of 
Home Affairs order restricting 
his movement.

During the court hearings, 
Sayeed had identifi ed four 
other accused besides Malik of 
being involved in the heinous 
crime. She was abducted from 
near Lal Ded Hospital in Sri-
nagar December 8, 1989, and 

was freed fi ve days later after 
the then V P Singh government, 
which was supported by the 
BJP, at the Centre released fi ve 
terrorists in exchange.

Now living in Tamil Nadu, 
Sayeed is listed as a prosecu-
tion witness by the CBI, which 
took over the case in 1990.

 Malik, 56, was sentenced by 
a special National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) court in May last 
year. He was arrested in early 
2019 in connection with the 2017 
terror fi nancing case registered 
by the NIA.  In order to expedite 
the trial, the CBI had appointed 
its senior counsel Monika Kohli 
as the chief prosecutor after 
framing charges against Malik 
in the much-publicised cases re-
lated to the Sayeed's abduction 
and killing of four IAF person-
nel in Srinagar more than three 
decades ago.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 1: “Those 
sitting inside bite, dogs don’t,” 
Congress MP Renuka Chow-
dhury said Monday after she 
arrived in Parliament with a 
rescued stray in her car, trig-
gering a row and prompting 
some BJP members to accuse 
her of indulging in drama.

The Rajya Sabha MP said she 
picked up the stray earlier in 
the day and was taking it to a 
veterinarian.

She also claimed that the 
government does not like 
animals and questioned the 
objections raised by the rul-
ing party MPs, saying there 
was no law against rescuing 
a stray dog.

“This government does not 
like animals. Animals don’t 
have a voice. It (dog) was in the 
car, so what is their problem? 
It is so small, does it look like 
it will bite? Those sitting inside 
Parliament bite, not dogs,” she 
told reporters when asked 
about the dog in her car.

“Which law says that I can’t 
rescue a dog,” she asked. Chow-
dhury, a self-confessed dog 
lover, has a few pets at home. 
Sources close to the MP said 
her driver was supposed to 
take the canine to a veterinar-
ian after dropping her off at 
Parliament.

Hitting back at Chowdhury, 
Union minister Ramdas Atha-
wale said she is right in saying 
that people inside Parliament 
bite and dogs don’t, as it is the 
Opposition members who bite 
and create disorder and ‘hun-
gama’ (chaos) inside the House.

Renuka on row over 
bringing dog to Parl

CBI nabs suspect after 36 years
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Nanded, Dec 1: A day after 
"marrying" her lover's corpse, 
a 21-year-old woman in Maha-
rashtra's Nanded district Mon-
day alleged that two cops from 
Itwara police station abetted 
his murder.

Superintendent of Police 
Abinash Kumar said an inqui-
ry will be conducted into the 
allegations by an Additional 
SP-rank officer.

Videos of Aanchal Mamid-
war's act at the deceased's 
home and her call for her kin 
to be hanged for the killing 
went viral on social media.

Police have arrested Ma-
midwar's two brothers- 
Himesh and Sahil (25)- and 
their father, Gajanan Ma-
midwar (45), in connection 
with the murder of Saksham 
Tate (20), which was prima 
facie a fallout of caste differ-
ences between the victim and 
Aanchal.

"On the day of murder, 
my brother Himesh took me 
to Itwara police station in 
Nanded in the morning and 
asked me to file a complaint 
against Saksham," she told 
PTI Videos.

Aanchal said she refused to 
file fake complaints.

"Two police officials pro-
voked him (Himesh), saying 
that he should go kill the man, 
whom I love, rather than get-
ting into a fight with other 
people," Aanchal said, adding 
that Himesh challenged them 
to visit the police station after 
killing Saksham.

Woman who ‘married’ 
corpse of lover claims 
cops abetted murder
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New Delhi, Dec 1: The govern-
ment Monday said GPS spoof-
ing and interference incidents 
have been reported at Delhi, 
Mumbai, Kolkata, Amritsar, 
Hyderabad, Bangalore and 
Chennai airports, and the Wire-
less Monitoring Organisation 
(WMO) has been directed to 
identify the source of spoofi ng.

"Some fl ights reported GPS 
spoofi ng in the vicinity of IG-
IA, New Delhi while using 
GPS based landing procedures, 
while approaching on RWY 10. 
Contingency procedures were 
used for GPS spoofed fl ights 
approaching to RWY 10.

"There were no effects on 
movements of fl ights, on other 
runway ends having conven-
tional navigational aids being 
operational," Civil Aviation 
Minister K Rammohan Naidu 

told Rajya Sabha.
The Indira Gandhi Interna-

tional Airport (IGIA) in the 
national capital is the country's 
busiest airport and RWY refers 
to runway.

Global Positioning System 
(GPS)/ Global Navigation Satel-
lite System (GNSS) spoofi ng and 
jamming refers to attempts to 
manipulate a user's navigation 
system by giving false signals.

"Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) has also requested Wire-
less Monitoring Organisation 
(WMO) to possibly identify 
the source of interference/ 
spoofi ng.

"During the high-level 
meeting, WMO was directed 
to mobilise more resources to 
identify the source of spoofi ng 
based on approximate spoofi ng 
location details shared by DG-
CA and AAI," Naidu said in a 
written reply.

Centre probes 
GPS spoofi ng

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Dec 1: In an appar-
ent display of unity, Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah is 
scheduled to visit his deputy 
D K Shivakumar’s residence 
for breakfast December 2, just 
days after the two broke 
bread in the wake of a raging 
power tussle.

Shivakumar Monday eve-
ning confi rmed that he has in-
vited Siddaramaiah for break-
fast to discuss and strengthen 
their collective efforts to deliv-
er on promises to Karnataka.

Siddaramaiah, earlier in the 
day, had said he was yet to re-
ceive a formal invitation and 
would go on receiving it, while 
Shivakumar had maintained 
that it's a matter between him 
and the CM, and that they were 
working like “brothers”.

“Me and the CM continue 

to work together as a team. I 
have invited the Hon’ble CM for 
breakfast tomorrow to discuss 
and strengthen our collective 
efforts to deliver on our promis-
es to Karnataka,” Shivakumar 
posted on ‘X’ in the evening.

In an attempt to break the 
logjam over the leadership row 
involving the two leaders, Shi-
vakumar had visited the CM’s 
residence two days ago, for 
a similar breakfast meeting, 
convened by Siddaramaiah at 
the behest of the Congress high 
command.

Following the initial meeting 
held Saturday, both leaders 
had publicly stated that “there 
won’t be any confusion”.

On the leadership issue, Sid-
daramaiah and Shivakumar 
maintained that they would 
obey the high command.

The development is seen as 
a move by the high command 
to pause the leadership tussle 
between the two, and signals 
Siddaramaiah's continuation as 
the CM for time being, especial-
ly ahead of the Belagavi legisla-
ture session from December 8.

“As told by the CM Satur-
day, he is scheduled to visit 
Shivakumar's residence for 
breakfast tomorrow,” offi cial 
sources said.

Speaking to reporters ear-
lier Monday, Siddaramaiah 
had said, "On that day (Satur-

day) he (Shivakumar) asked 
me to come to his house for 
breakfast Tuesday. I have not 
received any call till now, oth-
er than what he said the day 
before yesterday. If invited, I 
will go. He may call. I think he 
will invite me."

Responding to a question if 
he has extended an invitation 
to the CM to join him for break-
fast, Shivakumar earlier in the 
day said, "It's a matter related 
to me and the CM, we both are 
working like brothers."

"We met under your (media) 
pressure (November 29). There 
was no need for it. You are al-
leging groupism, but there are 
no groups. You are creating 
groups -- DK group , Siddara-
maiah group and others," the 
state Congress chief said.

Asserting that he is not in 
any group, Shivakumar add-
ed, "I have 140 people (MLAs) 
with me."

"When we are born or die, we 
are alone. When it comes to 
the party, we will take every-
one together. There is no need 
for anyone to worry."

Meanwhile, Shivakumar's 
brother and former Congress 
MP D K Suresh, who was 
camped in Delhi, reportedly 
to meet the Congress high 
command leaders, returned 
to Banagalore Monday.

Speaking to reporters at the 
airport, Suresh, not willing to 
share details about his travel, 
said, "It was a personal visit. I 
cannot say every thing. Every-
thing is happening smoothly. 
Breakfast meetings are taking 
place. Tomorrow also there is 
a breakfast meeting. So every-
thing will come to a stage."

The high command will 
take appropriate decisions at 
an appropriate time. "Until 
then, we will have to wait," 
he said.

Asked whether the time 
has come for Shivakumar to 
become the CM, Suresh said, 
"Let's wait and see."

BREAKFAST MEET ROUND 2

Sidda to visit DKS home

Siddaramaiah, earlier in the 
day, had said he was yet to 
receive a formal invitation 
and would go on receiving 
it, while  Shivakumar had 

maintained that it's a matter 
between him and the CM, 

and that they were 
working like “brothers”

RUBAIYYA SAYEED 
ABDUCTION 
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RUBENS PAINTING 
SELLS FOR $2.7MN
A long-lost painting by Baroque mas-
ter Peter Paul Rubens, which was hid-
den for more than four centuries, sold 
at 2.3 million euros (USD 2.7 million) 
at an auction Sunday in Versailles. 
The painting was recently found in a 
private townhouse in Paris. It depicts 
the Crucifi xion of Jesus Christ

We face this 
disaster with 

resilience and 
solidarity. Our 
nation is strong 
right now, able 
to overcome this
PRABOWO SUBIANTO | 
PRESIDENT, INDONESIA

Airbus nears full repair
Paris:  Airbus (AIR.PA), opens 
new tab fl eets were returning 
towards normal operations  
Monday after the European 
planemaker pushed through 
abrupt software changes 
faster than expected, averting 
a prolonged crisis over the 
discovery of a space-related 
computer bug. Dozens of 
airlines from Asia to the 
United States said they had 
carried out a snap software 
retrofi t ordered by Airbus, and 
mandated by global regulators, 
after a vulnerability to solar 
fl ares emerged in a recent 
mid-air incident on a JetBlue 
A320. Wrestling with safety 
headlines long focused on rival 
Boeing (BA.N), opens new tab, 
Airbus said Monday that the 
vast majority of around 6,000 
of its A320-family fl eet affected 
by the safety alert had been 
modifi ed, with fewer than 100 
jets still requiring work.

Pak policeman 
killed in blast
Peshawar: A policeman was 
killed and three others were 
injured in a suicide attack near 
a police vehicle in northwest 
Pakistan’s restive Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Monday, police 
said. The incident occurred in 
the Lakki Marwat district when 
a police van from the Tajori 
police station came under 
attack when a suicide bomber 
detonated himself near the 
vehicle, offi cials said. Head 
Constable Alauddin died in the 
explosion. The injured cops 
were rushed to the hospital. 
The attacker’s accomplice 
managed to escape. A search 
operation has been launched 
in the area. Chief Minister of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Sohail 
Afridi condemned the terrorist 
attack and reaffi rmed that the 
provincial government stands 
fi rmly with the police force.

Khaleda Zia 
critically unwell
Dhaka: Bangladesh’s former 
prime minister Khaleda Zia 
is “extremely unwell” and 
she has been placed on 
ventilation, with both local 
and international medical 
specialists overseeing her 
treatment, her party leaders 
said Monday. Zia, the 80-year-
old Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) chairperson, was 
admitted to a private hospital 
November 23 when she 
developed a chest infection 
that affected both her heart 
and lungs. Four days later, the 
three-time prime minister was 
shifted to the coronary care 
unit after several of her health 
complications worsened. Her 
condition has deteriorated, 
and she was put on ventilation, 
BNP Vice-Chairman Advocate 
Ahmed Aazam Khan was 
quoted as saying by news 
portal tbsnews.net. “She is in 
a very critical condition. There 
is nothing more to do except 
seek prayers from the whole 
nation,” he told reporters 
outside Evercare Hospital here.

South Africa 
is and will 
remain a full, 

active and con-
structive member 
of the G20

CYRIL RAMAPHOSA |  
PRESIDENT, 
SOUTH AFRICA

We are deeply 
engaged in 
developing 

next-generation 
breakthrough 
technologies for 
potential future 
confrontations with Iran, in both 
defensive and offensive capabil-
ities, while advancing additional 
operational capacities

MAJ GEN (RES.) AMIR BARAM  | 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE ISRAEL 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE, ISRAEL

Our prayer … 
gives us the 
strength to 

continue to hope 
and work, even 
when surrounded 
by the sound of 
weapons

POPE LEO XIV  |  HEAD OF CATHOLIC CHURCH 

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Stockholm, Dec 1: Revenues 
from sales of arms and mili-
tary services by the 100 largest 
weapons-producing companies 
worldwide rose by 5.9 per cent 
last year, with demand boost-
ed by the wars in Ukraine and 
Gaza, and global and regional 
geopolitical tensions, accord-
ing to a global report released 
Monday.

The combined arms revenues 
of the three Indian companies 
in this list increased by 8.2 per 
cent to USD 7.5 billion on the 
back of domestic orders, says 
the report by the Stockholm 
International Peace Research 
Institute (SIPRI).

The Sweden-based global 
think-tank, in a statement, also 
shared a weblink that carried 
the list of “top 100 arms-produc-
ing and military services com-
panies” in the world in 2024.

The Indian fi rms which fi g-
ure in it are -- Hindustan Aero-
nautics (at 44th spot), Bharat 
Electronics (58th), Mazagon 
Dock Shipbuilders (91st).

“Revenues from sales of 

arms and military services by 
the 100 largest arms-produc-
ing companies rose by 5.9 per 
cent in 2024, reaching a record 
USD 679 billion, according to 
new data released today by the 
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI),” the 
statement said. Global arms 
revenues rose sharply last year, 
as demand was “boosted by the 
wars in Ukraine and Gaza, glob-
al and regional geopolitical ten-
sions, and ever-higher military 
expenditure.”

For the fi rst time since 2018, 
all of the fi ve largest arms com-
panies increased their arms 
revenues, SIPRI reported.

The top fi ve companies in the 
list in that order are -- Lockheed 
Martin Corp. (the US), RTX (the 
US), Northrop Grumman Corp. 
(the US), BAE Systems (the UK) 
and General Dynamics Corp. 
(the US).

“Although the bulk of the 
global rise was due to com-
panies based in Europe and 
the United States, there were 

year-on-year increases in all 
of the regions featured in the 
top 100. The only exception was 
Asia and Oceania, where issues 
within the Chinese arms indus-
try drove down the regional to-
tal,” it said.

In 2024, the combined arms 
revenues of US arms companies 
in the top 100 grew by 3.8 per 
cent to reach USD 334 billion, 
with 30 out of the 39 US compa-
nies in the ranking increasing 
their arms revenues. These 
included major arms produc-
ers such as Lockheed Martin, 
Northrop Grumman and Gener-
al Dynamics, the statement said.

“However, widespread delays 
and budget overruns continue 
to plague development and 
production in key US-led pro-
grammes such as the F-35 com-
bat aircraft, the Columbia-class 
submarine and the Sentinel in-
tercontinental ballistic missile 
(ICBM). Several of the USA's 
largest arms producers are af-
fected by overruns, raising un-
certainty about when major new 
weapon systems and upgrades to 
existing ones can be delivered 
and deployed," it added. 

Global arms sales hit record $679bn
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London, Dec 1: Rage bait, or 
online content deliberately 
designed to elicit anger or out-
rage, was Monday named the 
word of the year by Oxford Uni-
versity Press, the publisher of 
the Oxford English Dictionary.

The Oxford University Press 
(OUP) said the term is a noun 
which describes online content 
that is designed to be frustrat-
ing, provocative, or offensive, 
typically posted in order to in-
crease traffi c to or engagement 
with a particular web page or 
social media account.

It found that the word has 
increased threefold in usage 
in the last 12 months, based on 
its language monitoring data.

“The fact that the word rage 
bait exists and has seen such a 
dramatic surge in usage means 
we're increasingly aware of the 

manipulation tactics we can be 
drawn into online,” said Casper 
Grathwohl, President of Oxford 
Languages at OUP.

“Before, the internet was 
focused on grabbing our atten-
tion by sparking curiosity in 
exchange for clicks, but now 
we've seen a dramatic shift to 
it, hijacking and infl uencing 
our emotions, and how we re-
spond. It feels like the natural 
progression in an ongoing con-
versation about what it means 
to be human in a tech-driven 
world — and the extremes of 
online culture,” he said.

The linguist pointed out that 
while the 2024 word of the year 
'brain rot' captured the mental 
drain of endless scrolling, the 
2025 choice shines a light on 
the content purposefully en-
gineered to spark outrage and 
drive clicks.

“Together, they form a 

powerful cycle where outrage 
sparks engagement, algorithms 
amplify it, and constant expo-
sure leaves us mentally ex-
hausted. These words don't just 
defi ne trends; they reveal how 
digital platforms are reshaping 
our thinking and behaviour,” 
he added.

The OUP's choice for the 
year followed three days of on-
line voting in which more than 
30,000 people had their say.

“With 2025's news cycle dom-
inated by social unrest, debates 
about the regulation of online 
content, and concerns over dig-
ital wellbeing, our experts no-

ticed that the use of rage bait 
this year has evolved to signal 
a deeper shift in how we talk 
about attention — both how it 
is given and how it is sought af-
ter — engagement, and ethics 
online,” the publisher noted.

Rage bait is a compound of 
the words rage, meaning a vio-
lent outburst of anger, and bait, 
an attractive morsel of food.

Although a close parallel 
to the etymologically related 
clickbait, rage bait has a more 
specifi c focus on “evoking an-
ger, discord, and polarisation”.

“The emergence of rage bait 
as a standalone term high-
lights both the fl exibility of 
the English language, where 
two established words can be 
combined to give a more spe-
cifi c meaning in a particular 
context – in this case, online 
– and come together to create 
a term that resonates with the 

world we live in today,” the 
OUP states.

The other words on the 
2025 shortlist included aura 
farming, or the cultivation of 
an impressive, attractive or 
charismatic persona or public 
image by behaving or present-
ing oneself in a way intended 
subtly to convey an air of con-
fi dence, coolness or mystique.

The verb biohack – to at-
tempt to improve or optimise 
one's physical or mental per-
formance, health, longevity or 
wellbeing by altering one's diet, 
exercise routine, or lifestyle or 
by using other means such as 
drugs, supplements, or techno-
logical devices – was also in the 
running.

The top three contenders 
were put to a public vote on 
social media to help OUP's 
language experts make a fi nal 
decision.

Oxford word of the year refl ects online outrage with ‘rage bait’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tokyo, Dec 1: Japan’s beloved 
Princess Aiko is often cheered 
like a pop star.

During a visit to Nagasaki 
with Emperor Naruhito and 
Empress Masako, the sound of 
her name being screamed by 
well-wishers along the roads 
overwhelmed the cheers for 
her parents.

As she turns 24 Monday, her 
supporters want to change Ja-
pan’s male-only succession law, 
which prohibits Aiko, the em-
peror's only child, from becom-
ing monarch.

Along with frustration that 
the discussion on succession 
rules has stalled, there’s a sense 
of urgency. Japan’s shrinking 
monarchy is on the brink of 
extinction. Naruhito’s teenage 
nephew is the only eligible heir 
from the younger generation.

Experts say the female ban 
should be lifted before the roy-
al family dies out, but conser-
vative lawmakers, including 
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi, 
oppose the change.

Aiko has gained admirers 
since debuting as an adult royal 
in 2021, when she impressed the 
public as intelligent, friendly, 
caring and funny.

Support for Aiko as a future 
monarch increased following 
her fi rst solo offi cial overseas 
trip to Laos in November, rep-
resenting the emperor. During 
the six-day visit, she met with 
top Laotian offi cials, visited cul-
tural and historical venues and 
met with locals.

Earlier this year, Aiko accom-
panied her parents to Nagasaki 
and Okinawa. She has followed 
the example set by her father, 
who places great importance 
on passing down the tragedy of 

WWII to younger generations.
“I have always been root-

ing for Princess Aiko to be 
crowned,” said Setsuko Matsuo, 
an 82-year-old atomic bombing 
survivor who came to Nagasa-
ki's peace park hours before 
Aiko and her parents’ scheduled 
arrival in the area.

“I like everything about her, 

especially her smile... so com-
forting,” she told The Associat-
ed Press at the time.

Mari Maehira, a 58-year-old 
offi ce worker who waited to 
cheer Aiko in Nagasaki, said 
she has seen Aiko grow up and 
“now we want to see her become 
a future monarch”.

Cartoonist Yoshinori Ko-

bayashi has written comic 
books that push for a legal 
change to allow Aiko to become 
monarch, which supporters 
keep sending to parliamentar-
ians to raise awareness and get 
their backing for the cause.

Others have set up YouTube 
channels and distributed leaf-
lets to gain public attention on 
the issue. Ikuko Yamazaki, 62, 
has been using social media 
to advocate for the succession 
of the emperor’s fi rst child re-
gardless of gender. She says 
not having Aiko as a successor 
and the insistence on male-only 
monarchs will cause the monar-
chy to die out.

“The succession system 
conveys the Japanese mindset 
regarding gender issues,” Ya-
mazaki said. “I expect having a 
female monarch would dramat-
ically improve women's status 
in Japan.”

Japan: Princess Aiko fans want male-only succession law to go
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Dhaka, Dec 1: A Bangladesh 
court Monday convicted and 
sentenced deposed prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina to fi ve years 
of imprisonment and her niece, 
British parliamentarian Tulip 
Siddiq, to a two-year jail term 
in a land scam case.

Judge Md Rabiul Alam of 
the Special Judge's Court-4 
of Dhaka also handed down a 
seven-year jail term to Hasina's 
sister, Sheikh Rehana, in the 
corruption case lodged against 
17 people. The court handed 
down the verdict in a packed 
courtroom in the absence of 
the three accused.

The 14 other accused are for-
mer government offi cials who 
were handed down a fi ve-year 
prison term each, but only one 

of them was in jail and faced the 
trial in person.

The court also imposed a 
fi ne of Tk 1 lakh each on all 17 
convicts, including Hasina, Re-
hana, and Siddiq, failing which 
they will have to serve an addi-
tional six months in jail.

Siddiq, a British-Bangladeshi 
Labour Party politician, is Re-
hana's daughter and has been 
the Member of Parliament for 
Hampstead and Highgate since 
2015. In a statement in London, 
Siddiq, 43, condemned the sen-
tencing as "unjustifi ed" and said 
she refused to be "distracted by 
the dirty politics of Bangladesh".

"The outcome of this kanga-
roo court is as predictable as 
it is unjustifi ed. I hope this so-
called 'verdict' will be treated 
with the contempt it deserves," 
she said. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Padang Sidempuan, Dec 
1: Indonesia's president 
told survivors of last week's 
devastating floods that help 
was arriving to those in 
need Monday as Asian gov-
ernments scaled up their 
responses to a disaster that 
has left more than 1,000 dead 
in three countries.

Hundreds more are missing 
following fl ooding and land-
slides in the past week, which 
killed at least 604 people in In-
donesia, 366 in Sri Lanka and 
176 in Thailand, authorities 
said.

Indonesian President Pra-
bowo Subianto pledged to re-
build infrastructure while vis-
iting areas impacted by fl oods 
and landslides on Sumatra is-
land that left thousands home-
less and 464 people missing as 
of Monday.

Some areas of Indonesia re-
mained unreachable on Mon-
day after the disaster damaged 
roads and downed communi-
cations lines, with residents 
in impacted areas relying on 
aircraft delivering supplies. 
Flooding displaced 290,700 peo-
ple in North Sumatra, West Su-
matra and Aceh provinces, the 
National Disaster Management 
Agency said.

Prabowo, who visited the 
devastated provinces of North 
Sumatra, West Sumatra and 
Aceh on Monday, said the gov-
ernment's response is reaching 
those in need.

We need to confront climate 
change effectively,” Prabowo 
told reporters after visiting 
survivors in North Sumatra. 
“Local governments must take 
a signifi cant role in safeguard-
ing the environment and pre-
paring for the extreme weather 
conditions that will arise from 
future climate change.”

REUTERS

Hong Kong, Dec 1: Hong 
Kong authorities said Monday 
they had arrested 13 people for 
suspected manslaughter in a 
probe into the city's deadliest 
fi re in decades, pointing to sub-
standard renovation materials 
for fuelling a blaze that has 
claimed at least 151 lives.

Police continued to sweep 
the seven burnt-out towers en-
gulfed in Wednesday's disaster 
at the Wang Fuk Court estate, 
fi nding bodies of residents in 
stairwells and on rooftops, 
trapped as they tried to fl ee 
the fl ames.

More than 40 people are still 
missing. “Some of the bodies 
have turned into ash, therefore 
we might not be able to locate 
all missing individuals,” police 
offi cial Tsang Shuk-yin told re-
porters, choking up with emo-
tion. Tests on several samples of 
a green mesh that was wrapped 
around bamboo scaffolding on 
the buildings at the time of the 
blaze did not match fi re retar-
dant standards, offi cials over-
seeing the investigations told a 
news conference. Contractors 
working on the renovations 

used these substandard mate-
rials in hard-to-reach areas, 
effectively hiding them from 
inspectors, said Chief Secre-
tary Eric Chan. Foam insulation 
used by contractors also fanned 
the fl ames and fi re alarms at the 
complex were not working prop-
erly, offi cials have said.

Thousands have turned out 
to pay tribute to the victims, 
who include at least nine do-
mestic helpers from Indonesia 
and one from the Philippines, 
with lines of mourners stretch-
ing more than a kilometre (a 
half-mile) along a canal next to 
the estate.

Vigils are also due to take 
place this week in Tokyo, Lon-
don and Taipei, authorities 
said. Amid pockets of public 
anger over missed fi re risk 
warnings, Beijing has warned 
it would crack down on any "an-
ti-China" protests. 

Flooding death tolls 
rise in Indonesia, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency services personnel evacuate a local citizen 
wounded after a Russian missiles attack in Dnipro, Ukraine, Monday  AP PHOTO

Hong Kong arrests more suspects 
in fi re probe as toll hits 151

B'desh court sentences Hasina to 5-yr 
jail, UK lawmaker niece to 2 yrs
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New Delhi, Dec 1: With de-
mand continuing to be strong 
post the festive season, leading 
automakers, Maruti Suzuki, 
Tata Motors and Mahindra & 
Mahindra, saw robust growth in 
sales in November as compared 
to the same month last year.

Maruti Suzuki India report-
ed the best-ever total sales, in-
cluding exports, last month at 
2,29,021 units, a year-on-year 
growth of 26 per cent as com-
pared to November last year.

Total domestic passenger 
vehicle dispatches to dealers 
were at 1,70,971 units compared 
to 1,41,312 units in the year-ago 
month, an increase of 21 per cent.

Overall sales, including LCV 
Super Carry, in the domes-
tic market rose 21 per cent to 
1,74,593 units. It is the compa-
ny's highest-ever in any Novem-
ber during the last 40 years.

The carmaker said that it 
witnessed sales growth in all 
segments, including small cars 
and SUVs, last month.

Maruti Suzuki India Senior 
Executive Offi cer, Marketing 
& Sales, Partho Banerjee, said 
retail growth was even better, 
at 31 per cent year-on-year, in 
November.

He noted that retail sales of 
its small car portfolio – S Pres-
so, Alto K10, Celerio, WagonR 
-- witnessed an increase of 37 
per cent in November.

Banerjee stated that the com-
pany saw a growth in SUV sales 

as well, with the segment now 
accounting for 30 per cent of the 
overall sales.

He noted that the company 
had a low network stock of 
around 80,000 units, and 40,000 
units were already in transit.

"We are receiving very good 
traction – currently, we do not 
have any stock in the factory 
for 8 models. The pending book-
ings are hovering at around 1.5 
lakh units," Banerjee said.

The company reported the 

highest-ever shipment of 46,057 
units last month, a growth of 
61 per cent as compared to the 
same month last year.

Banerjee stated that with 
demand expected to remain 
strong, the company is trying 
to augment production and 
expects the industry to log in 
a growth of 5-6 per cent in the 
current fi scal.

Taking second spot, Tata 
Motors Passenger Vehicles 
reported a dispatch of 57,436 

units in the domestic market, 
registering a growth of 22 per 
cent as compared to 47,063 units 
sold a year ago.

Mahindra & Mahindra, on 
the other hand, saw its domes-
tic passenger vehicle dispatch 
rise to 56,336 units last month, a 
growth of 22 per cent over 46,222 
units in the year-ago period.

Hyundai Motor India said its 
wholesales rose to 50,340 units, 
as compared to 48,246 units in 
November 2024, registering a 
growth of 4 per cent.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor 
(TKM) said that its total dis-
patches to dealers rose by 28 
per cent year-on-year to 33,752 
units in November.

Similarly, Kia India reported 
a 24 per cent year-on-year rise 
in sales at 25,489 units in No-
vember as against 20,600 units 
in the same month last year.

Renault India reported 
wholesales of 3,662 units last 
month, compared to 2,811 units 
in the same month of the previ-
ous year, refl ecting a 30 per cent 
year-on-year increase.

In the two-wheeler segment, 
Honda Motorcycle & Scooter 
India said it sold 5,91,136 units 
in November, a year-on-year 
growth of 25 per cent.

Royal Enfi eld reported a 22 
per cent year-on-year growth 
in total sales to 1,00,670 units 
as compared to a year ago. Do-
mestic sales last month stood 
at 90,405 units against 72,236 
units in November last year, 
up 25 per cent.
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MARUTI SUZUKI, SMG MERGE
Maruti Suzuki India Monday said the 
scheme of amalgamation with Suzuki 
Motor Gujarat has become effective 
from today. Consequent to the ef-
fectiveness of the scheme, there has 
been an increase in the authorised 
share capital of the company by an 
amount of `15,000 crore crore the 
auto major said in a regulatory fi ling

COAI welcomes 
and commends the 

Department of Telecommuni-
cations for taking a landmark 
step towards bolstering na-
tional security and safeguard-
ing our citizens, by mandating 
SIM-binding for devices for 
app-based communication 
services
SP KOCHHAR | DIRECTOR GENERAL, COAI

Gold surges `3K 
New Delhi: Gold prices 
surged by `3,040 to 
`1,33,200 per 10 grams 
in the national capital 
Monday, tracking strong 
global trends and a weak 
US dollar, according to the 
All India Sarafa Association. 
Analysts said sustained 
jewellery demand amid the 
ongoing wedding season 
supported the precious 
metal. The precious metal 
of 99.5 per cent purity 
zoomed by `3,040 to 
`1,32,600 per 10 grams 
(inclusive of all taxes). Gold 
is now inching closer to its 
all-time high of `1,34,800 
per 10 grams (99.9 per cent 
purity) and `1,34,200 per 
10 grams (99.5 per cent), 
respectively, traders said. 
Silver continued its upward 
march for the fi fth straight 
day, surging by `5,800 to 
`1,77,000 per kilogram 
(inclusive of all taxes), as 
per the association.

Diesel sales zoom
New Delhi: India's 
consumption of diesel - the 
most used auto fuel - soared 
to a six-month high in 
November as the festival 
season and GST rate cut 
spurred the wheels of 
the economy, according 
to preliminary industry 
data. Sales of diesel - the 
most consumed fuel in the 
country, accounting for 
almost 40 per cent of the 
fuel consumption basket 
- rose 4.7 per cent to 8.55 
million tonnes in November, 
its best showing since 
May 2025, data from the 
Oil Ministry's Petroleum 
Planning and Analysis Cell 
(PPAC) showed. The fuel, 
which is the backbone of 
goods transportation, had 
seen demand drop month-
on-month for three straight 
months before showing a 
slight pick-up as monsoon 
rains receded in September. 

GST collection slows 
New Delhi: Gross GST 
collection rose at a slower 
pace of 0.7 per cent in 
November at `1.70 lakh 
crore, as domestic revenues 
declined, according to the 
government data released 
Monday. Gross Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) collection 
was over `1.69 lakh crore 
in November 2024. Gross 
domestic revenues declined 
2.3 per cent to over `1.24 
lakh crore. The decline 
follows the reduction of GST 
rates for 375 items, effective 
September 22. Revenues 
from the import of goods 
grew 10.2 pc to `45,976 crore 
in November.

SHORT TAKES

Many people 
were spread-
ing a wrong 

narrative that the 
small car is not 
being purchased 
as entry customers 
are directly buying expensive SUVs 
and so the segment didn't need 
any support

RAHUL BHARTI | SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
CORPORATE AFFAIRS, MARUTI SUZUKI

With realisa-
tions stabilis-
ing after two 

years of signifi cant 
adjustments, the 
overall growth 
outlook of 6-7 per 
cent remains more volume-driven 
than price-led 

ANUJ SETHI | SENIOR DIRECTOR, 
CRISIL RATINGS

uoteu

The impact 
of AI is going 
to be huge on 

this segment (me-
dia and entertain-
ment). And there 
are a lot of posi-
tives which are going to be there, 
obviously there will be negatives, 
so there have to be guardrails for 
understanding where we don't 
cross the line

SANJAY JAJU | INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING SECRETARY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Dec 1: The gov-
ernment Monday said 2,04,268 
private companies have closed 
down during the last fi ve 
years. 

These companies have been 
shut down on account of amal-

gamation, conversion, disso-
lution and struck off from the 
records under the Companies 
Act, 2013. 

According to data provided 
in a written reply by Minister 
of State for Corporate Affairs 
Harsh Malhotra to Lok Sabha, 
20,365 private companies were 
closed down in 2024-25 while 
the count was at 21,181 and 
83,452 in 2023-24 and 2022-23, 
respectively. 

The number of shuttered pri-
vate companies stood at 64,054 
in 2021-22 and 15,216 in 2020-21. 

To a query on whether em-
ployees of the closed down 
private companies have been 
rehabilitated, the minister said 
there is no proposal before the 
government. 

Meanwhile, as many as 
1,85,350 companies have been 
removed from the offi cial re-
cords in fi ve fi nancial years 
starting from 2021-2022, with 

8,648 entities struck off till 
July 16 this fi scal. 

Generally, under the Com-
panies Act, 2013, entities can 
be removed from the offi cial 

records if they are not carry-
ing out business activities for 
long or companies can also 
seek voluntary removal after 
fulfi lling various regulatory 
requirements. 

To queries about shell com-
panies and whether they are 
being used for money laun-
dering activities, Malhotra, 
in another written reply, said 
that the term 'shell company' is 
not defi ned in the Companies 
Act, 2013. 

Providing details in another 
written reply, the minister said 
a total of 1,85,350 companies 
have been struck off during the 
period from 2021-22 to the cur-
rent fi nancial year till July 16. 

Out of the total, the maxi-
mum of 82,125 companies were 

struck off from the records in 
2022-23, also the fi scal when the 
corporate affairs ministry had 
carried out a strike-off drive to 
weed out companies that have 
not been carrying out business 
activities for a long time. 

On whether the government 
proposes to strengthen in-
ter-agency coordination with 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
and Income Tax Department 
for monitoring of activities 
such as shell companies being 
used for money laundering ac-
tivities, the minister replied in 
the affi rmative. 

"Whenever such instanc-
es are reported, the same are 
shared with other government 
agencies for monitoring such 
activities," he said. 

Over 2.04L private companies shuttered in last fi ve years
The fi rms have been 

closed on account 
of amalgamation, 

conversion, 
dissolution and struck 

off from the records 
under the Companies 

Act, 2013 

FESTIVE 
BOOST

AUTOMAKERS  SALES GROWTH (YoY) UNITS SOLD
Maruti Suzuki   21%  1,70,971 

Tata Motors   22%   57,436

M&M    22%  56,336

Hyundai   4%  50,340 

TKM    28%   33,752

Kia    24%   25,489

Renault    30%  3,662 

MARUTI SUZUKI LEADS THE SALES SHARE FOLLOWED BY TATA 
MOTORS IN NOVEMBER AS DEMAND REMAINS ROBUST

Auto sales on fast lane

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Dec 1: India's 
industrial production growth 
slowed to an over one-year low 
of 0.4 per cent in October this 
year due to poor showing by 
power, mining and manufactur-
ing sectors, according to offi cial 
data released Monday.

Factory output, measured in 
terms of the Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP), expanded by 
3.7 per cent in October 2024.

The previous low was record-
ed as fl at growth in September 
2024. The National Statistics Of-
fi ce (NSO) revised the industri-
al production growth to 4.6 per 
cent for September 2025 from 
the provisional estimate of 4 
per cent released last month.

The latest NSO data showed 
that the manufacturing sector's 
output growth decelerated to 1.8 
per cent in October 2025 from 4.4 
per cent in the year-ago month.

Mining production contract-
ed by 1.8 per cent against a 
growth of 0.9 per cent recorded 
a year ago.

Power output contracted by 
6.9 per cent in October 2025 
compared to a 2 per cent ex-
pansion in the year-ago period.

During the April-October 
period of FY26, the country's 

industrial production growth 
decelerated by 2.7 per cent from 
4 per cent in the same period a 
year ago.

Within the manufacturing 
sector, 9 out of 23 industry 
groups have recorded positive 
year-on-year growth in Octo-
ber 2025. As per the use-based 
classifi cation, the capital goods 
segment grew 2.4 per cent in Oc-
tober 2025, down from 2.9 per 
cent in the year-ago period.

Consumer durables (or white 
goods production) contracted 
0.5 per cent during the report-
ing month compared to a 5.5 per 
cent growth in October 2024.

In October 2025, consumer 
non-durables output declined 
4.4 per cent against a 2.8 per 
cent growth a year ago.

Infrastructure/construction 
goods reported a 7.1 per cent 
expansion in October 2025, up 
from a 4.7 per cent expansion 
in the year-ago period.

The data also showed that 
the output of primary goods 
declined by 0.6 per cent in Oc-
tober 2025 compared to 2.5 per 
cent growth a year earlier.

The expansion in the inter-
mediate goods segment was 
0.9 per cent in the month un-
der review against 4.8 per cent 
growth a year ago.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, Dec 1: Benchmark 
stock indices Sensex and Nif-
ty closed marginally lower af-
ter hitting their fresh all-time 
highs Monday due to profi t-tak-
ing at higher levels and foreign 
fund outfl ows.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
pared early gains and closed 
64.77 points or 0.08 per cent 
lower at 85,641.90. During the 
day, the benchmark jumped 
452.35 points or 0.52 per cent to 
hit a record intra-day high of 
86,159.02.

The 50-share NSE Nifty 
dipped 27.20 points or 0.10 
per cent to settle at 26,175.75. 
During the day, it climbed 
122.85 points or 0.46 per cent to 
hit a lifetime high of 26,325.80.

Markets faced correction at 
higher levels as expectations of 
an RBI rate cut this week faded 
following better-than-expected 

Q2 GDP growth, an expert said.
A slower growth in GST 

collection and profi t-taking at 
higher levels also dragged the 
key indices.

Stock markets had surged 
to their record highs in the 
morning session as investor 

sentiment turned positive after 
India's economy grew at a high-
er-than-expected 8.2 per cent in 
July-September - recording the 
fastest pace in six quarters.

Among Sensex fi rms, Bajaj 
Finance, Sun Pharma, Trent, 
Mahindra & Mahindra, State 
Bank of India and Bajaj Finserv 
were the major laggards.

However, Tata Motors 
Passenger Vehicles, Maruti, 
Bharat Electronics, Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, Adani Ports 
and HCL Tech were among the 
gainers.

On Friday, the Sensex dipped 
by 13.71 points or 0.02 per cent 
to settle at 85,706.67. The Nifty 
skidded 12.60 points or 0.05 per 
cent to 26,202.95.

13-MONTH LOW 

Power, mining and mfg 
drag IIP growth to 0.4%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, Dec 1: India's current 
account defi cit narrowed to $12.3 
billion or 1.3 per cent of GDP in 
the September quarter on the 
back of a reduction in the trade 
defi cit, higher services exports 
and higher remittances by the 
diaspora, the RBI said Monday.

The CAD (current account 
defi cit), an important indicator 
of a country's external strength, 
stood at $20.8 billion, or 2.2 per 
cent of the GDP in the year-ago 
period. However, it was just $2.4 
billion or 0.2 per cent of the GDP 
in the preceding June quarter.

For the fi rst half of FY26, the 
current account defi cit declined 
to $15 billion or 0.8 per cent of 
GDP from $25.3 billion or 1.3 
per cent of GDP in the year-
ago period. When compared 
year-on-year, the merchandise 
trade defi cit came down to $87.4 
billion in the July-September 
quarter against $88.5 billion in 
the same period a year ago, the 

central bank said.
Foreign direct investment 

(FDI) recorded a net infl ow of 
$2.9 billion in Q2 FY26 against 
a net outfl ow of $2.8 billion in 
the corresponding period of the 
last fi scal. In the case of foreign 
portfolio investment (FPI), there 
was a net outfl ow of $5.7 billion 
in the period compared to a net 
infl ow of $19.9 billion in Q2 FY25.

Net infl ows under external 
commercial borrowings re-
duced to $1.6 billion in Q2 FY26 
from $5 billion in the year-ago 
period, the RBI said. On a BoP 
basis, there was a depletion 
of $10.9 billion to the foreign 
exchange reserves against an 
accretion of $18.6 billion in Q2 
FY25, the RBI said.

D-St struggles to hold on to record highs 
After reaching a new 
high, the market moved 
into a range-bound 

phase as expectations of an 
RBI rate cut in December fad-
ed following better-than-ex-
pected Q2 GDP growth and 
a sharp depreciation of the 
rupee
VINOD NAIR | HEAD OF RESEARCH, GEOJIT 
INVESTMENTS

CAD narrows to 
1.3% of GDP in Q2 Stock markets retreat 

from lifetime highs on 
profi t-taking in fi nancial, 

FMCG shares

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Dec 1: Foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) in India 
rose 18 per cent to $35.18 billion 
during April-September this fi s-
cal year, while the infl ow from 
the US more than doubled to 
$6.62 billion during the fi rst half 
of this fi scal, according to gov-
ernment data released Monday.

Foreign Direct Investment 

(FDI) during April-September 
FY24 stood at $29.79 billion.

Total FDI, which includes 
equity infl ows, reinvested earn-
ings and other capital, increased 
to about $50 billion during the 
fi rst six months of this fi scal 
year as against $42.3 billion in 
the same period of 2024-25.

Infl ows from the US rose to 

$6.62 billion during the latest six-
month period from $2.57 billion 
recorded in April-September 
2024-25. Singapore was the larg-
est source of FDI during the pe-
riod, contributing $11.94 billion. 
It was followed by the US, Mau-
ritius ($3.47 billion), UAE ($2.33 
billion), Cayman Islands ($1.83 
million), the Netherlands ($1.63 
billion), Cyprus ($1.4 billion), 
and Japan ($1.21 billion).

FDI surges 18% to $35.18bn in April-Sept FY26
Infl ow from US doublesFactory growth slows 

to nine-month low 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Dec 1: India's man-
ufacturing sector activity eased 
to a nine-month low in Novem-
ber, mainly owing to softer rise 
in sales and production amid 
reports of challenging market 
conditions, a monthly report 
said Monday. 

The seasonally adjusted 
HSBC India Manufacturing 
Purchasing Managers' Index 
(PMI) falling to 56.6 in Novem-
ber from 59.2 in October, high-
lighted the slowest improve-
ment in operating conditions 
since February. 

In the Purchasing Managers' 
Index (PMI) parlance, a print 
above 50 means expansion, 
while a score below 50 denotes 
contraction. 

"India's fi nal November 
PMI confi rmed that US tariffs 
caused the manufacturing ex-
pansion to slow," said Pranjul 
Bhandari, Chief India Econo-
mist at HSBC. 

"Although companies sug-
gested that the trend for inter-
national sales remained favour-
able – refl ecting greater sales to 
clients in Africa, Asia, Europe 
and the Middle East – there was 
a mild loss of overall growth 
momentum," the report said. 

On average, new export or-
ders rose at the weakest pace 
in over a year. 

"The new export orders PMI 
fell to a 13-month low. Business 
confi dence, as indicated by ex-
pectations for future output, 
showed a big fall in November, 
potentially refl ecting increas-
ing concerns about the impact 
of tariffs," Bhandari said. 

TARIFFS DENT DEMAND



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, Dec 1: What started as 
water therapy for a child bat-
tling health complications has 
blossomed into a medal-rich 
sporting career, with Pratyasa 
Ray emerging as one of India's 
brightest swimmers at the Khe-
lo India University Games here.

She has won three gold, one 
silver and a bronze at KIUG.

Across four editions of the 
event, she has amassed 18 
medals -- nine gold, seven silver 
and two bronze -- in addition to 
strong results at national and 
international meets.

Yet, few know the struggles 
her parents endured in her 
early years, when her health 
was a constant source of 
worry.

By the time Pratya-
sa turned three, her 
parents had already 
been to numerous 
hospitals, seeking 
answers for their 
daughter's recurring 
health issues and de-
layed physical devel-
opment. It was then that 
her mother, Charushree, 
came across an article on water 
therapy and decided to try it.

"Pratyasa was born healthy. 
But she was given antibiotics 
to protect her from an infection 
when she was just 21 days old 
and those medicines reacted ad-
versely. After that, her natural 
physical development stopped. 
Our concern grew. We wanted 
a healthy child, but everything 
was going against us," Cha-
rushree told SAI Media.

"During that time, I read in 
Reader's Digest that swimming 
can help children with several 
health issues. Tired of contin-
uous hospital visits, I decided 
to take that risk.

"I started taking my three-
year-old daughter to a swim-
ming pool in Sambalpur. No 
admission was possible at that 
age, so I went into the water 
with her myself.

"The initial days were fi lled 
with tears and fear, but grad-
ually, water turned her fear 
into play. Within two months, 
hospital visits reduced, and af-

ter three 
months, 

her health 
stabilized."
Six months 

after being intro-
duced to water, Pratyasa indi-
cated for the fi rst time that she 
could enter the pool without a 
tube.

"It was as if water gave her 
relief. She started enjoying be-
ing in water and realised that 
it was keeping her away from 
hospitals. Over the next two 
to three years, she easily in-
creased her swimming distance 
from 25 meters to 50 meters," 
her mother recalled.

Pratyasha doesn't remember 
these early days; everything 
she knows comes from her 
mother.

"A local coach in Sambalpur 
recognized my potential and 
suggested I take up competitive 
swimming," she said.

At the age of eight, Pratyasha 
started training professionally 
at the Jharsa Khaitan Swim-
ming Complex under Rang-
nidhi Seth.

"During this period, my fa-
ther, Rajat Kumar Ray, who 
works in the Odisha govern-

ment, was transferred to Bhu-
baneswar. I then began pro-
fessional training in Kalinga. 
Balancing studies and sports, 
I am now pursuing a double 
postgraduate degree from Utkal 
University," she said.

Pratyasa is now aiming to 
make it to the Indian team for 
the 2026 Asian Games in Na-
goya, Japan.
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Pratyasa turns water 
therapy into talent

MEDAL-RICH CAREER
•Pratyasa is among the top 
swimmers in the country and 
demonstrated her talent at the 
recently concluded Khelo India 
University Games, winning three 
gold medals, one silver, and one 
bronze

•The Utkal University student has 
won a total of 18 medals over the 
last four editions of the Khelo 
India University Games, including 
nine gold and seven silver medals

•In addition to her achievements 
at Khelo India University Games, 
she competed in three Khelo 
India Youth Games editions, 
securing four silver and three 
bronze medals 

•During Senior Nationals in 
September last year she clinched 
gold in the relay and silver in the 
100m backstroke

My 
goal is to 

participate in the 
Asian Games, but before 
that, I want to compete in 

the World University Games 
and improve my timing. I love 
swimming, so I just want to 

swim, but I also want to 
achieve milestones for 
myself along the way

PRATYASA RAY

FIGHTING ALL HEALTH PROBLEMS, 
THE 23-YEAR-OLD ODISHA SWIMMER 
IS MAKING WAVES AT NATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL MEETS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: Odisha 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi Monday felicitated four 
Odisha players of the Indian 
Women’s Blind Cricket Team 
that won the inaugural Wom-
en’s Blind T20 World Cup 2025, 
defeating Nepal in a thrilling 
fi nal in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

The Chief Minister honoured 
the players—Phula Soren of 
Balasore, Parbati Marndi, Ja-
muna Rani Tudu and Basanti 
Hansda of Mayurbhanj —at his 
residence and presented each of 
them a cheque of Rs 11 lakh as 
a token of appreciation for their 

achievement.
Majhi lauded the players 

for their grit, determination 
and exceptional performance 
on the global stage. “Through 
dedication and hard work, you 
have brought glory to the nation 
and the state. You are an inspi-
ration for every Odia,” he said, 
encouraging them to continue 
their journey of success with 

confi dence. The Indian team 
created history by clinching 
the fi rst-ever Women’s Blind 

T20 World Cup title at Colombo, 
marking a signifi cant milestone 
for the sport in the country.

Sports and Youth Services 
Minister Suryabanshi Suraj, 
Commissioner-cum-Secretary of 
the Sports Department Sachin 
Ramchandra Jadhav, Director 
Vedula Vijay, team coach De-
basish Jena and senior offi cials 
were present at the ceremony.

REUTERS

Monaco, Dec 1: Sweden's 
pole vault sensation Mondo 
Duplantis and American 400 
metres World champion Syd-
ney McLaughlin-Levrone were 
named World Athletes of the 
Year Sunday.

Duplantis, along with retain-
ing his gold medal at the World 
Championships in Tokyo in 
September, continued his dom-
inance of the event, breaking 
his own world record another 
four times and was undefeated 

in 16 competitions.
The 26-year-old also won 

a fi fth consecutive Diamond 
League title.

"I hope to keep pushing it. I 
hope to keep irritating everyone 
who has to vote for me for years 
to come," Duplantis said.

"It's really important for me 
to win this for the fi eld eventers. 
It's very special, I'm going to re-
ally cherish this one."

McLaughlin-Levrone, like 
Duplantis, is also undefeated 
for two years, in both the 400m 
fl at, her main event in 2025, 

and in the 400m hurdles.
Her winning time of 47.78 in 

Tokyo was the second-fastest 
400m of all time and the 26-year-

old became the fi rst athlete to 
have ever won world titles in 
both the 400m fl at and 400m hur-

dles. She also formed part of the 
US 4x400m gold medal winning 
relay team at the World Cham-
pionships.

"Wow, I'm honestly blown 
away to win this. Thank you 
so much, World Athletics, for 
this honour and recognition," 
McLaughlin-Levrone said.

"The culmination of the season 
in Tokyo was a really special mo-
ment. For me, 2025 was a year of 
stepping outside of the comfort 
zone and pushing the bounds of 
what was mentally and physical-
ly possible", she added.

Duplantis, McLaughlin-Levrone named World Athletes of the Year

Through dedication and 
hard work, you have 
brought glory to the 

nation and the state. You are 
an inspiration for every Odia
MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI | CM, ODISHA

Phula Soren, Parbati 
Marndi, Jamuna Rani 

Tudu and Basanti 
Hansda were presented 

with a cheque of 
`11 lakh each as a token 

of appreciation

REUTERS

Doha, Dec 1: Formula One 
champion Max Verstappen 
revelled in McLaren's strate-
gy horror show at the Qatar 
Grand Prix Sunday as the Red 
Bull driver won again, days af-
ter the team's boss compared 
him to a movie monster who 
keeps on coming back.

"He can call me Chucky," 
grinned the Dutchman after 
winning under the Lusail 
fl oodlights from third place 
on the grid.

McLaren, who had both cars 
disqualifi ed in Las Vegas a 
week earlier while Verstap-

pen won, had swept the front 
row with Oscar Piastri on pole 
and championship leader Lan-
do Norris -- seeking to clinch 
the title -- alongside the Aus-
tralian. Then it all went wrong 
again for the champions.

Verstappen passed Norris 
at the start and pitted from 
second on lap seven when the 

safety car was deployed, while 
the McLarens stayed out and 
paid the price -- Piastri ending 
up second and Norris fourth.

That rocketed Verstappen 
up to second in the champi-
onship, 12 points behind Nor-
ris with only the Abu Dhabi 
finale remaining and four 
ahead of Piastri. At the end 
of August the Dutch driver 
had been 104 points off Pias-
tri's lead.

"I didn't expect to win today, 
that's for sure," Verstappen 
told Sky Sports television. 
"Looking at pure pace, we 
were not on the same level 
as McLaren, but we made the 
right call, as most of the grid 
did, in boxing under the safety 
car. That almost gives you a 

free pit stop and that made the 
race for me. For sure, that call 
at the pit stop made me win the 
race today", he added.

Red Bull reinforced that 
feeling by sending Hannah 
Schmitz, the team's principal 
strategy engineer, up to the 
podium to share Verstappen's 
fi zzy celebrations under the 
fl oodlights.

Verstappen said he did not 
think McLaren had messed 
up by trying to be fair to both 
drivers, not wanting to disad-
vantage one over the other in 
the title battle if they had dou-
ble-stacked them at a pitstop, 
but just made a wrong call.

Vegas was a blow and Sun-
day was a shock for McLaren, 
who have already won the con-
structors' crown for a second 
year in a row.

Next weekend will truly be 
a nightmare if Verstappen de-
nies them a same-season title 
double for the fi rst time since 
Mika Hakkinen in 1998.

On pure pace they 
(McLaren) are faster, but 
as it showed today again 

anything is possible
MAX VERSTAPPEN

Verstappen back in race after McLaren's Qatar horror
The Red Bull racer 

wins Qatar GP, eyes 
fi fth Formula One 

World Drivers' 
Championship title  
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Madurai, Dec 1: In-form but 
untested Indian team will 
look to fi ne-tune its grey areas 
while continuing its winning 
run against Switzerland in the 
fi nal group league encounter 
ahead of the knockout stage at 
the FIH Junior Men's World Cup 
here Tuesday.

Both India and Switzerland 
are unbeaten in Pool B with 
two wins from as many match-
es but the hosts are on top of the 
table by virtue of superior goal 
difference.

It was a goal-fest for the In-
dians in the fi rst two games in 
Chennai as they beat Chile 7-0 
before thrashing Oman 17-0.

Switzerland, on the other 
hand, beat Oman 4-0 and then 
eked out a narrow 3-2 win over 
Chile. And come Tuesday, the 
world no 2 side is expected to 
get the better of Switzerland 
comfortably.

But some concerns remain 
for India ahead of the knockout 
stage. In the fi rst two games, the 
Indian defence was hardly test-
ed as goalkeepers Prince Deep 
Singh and Bikramjit Singh were 
least bothered.

The defence led by skipper 
Rohit too would like to be more 

in action going into the business 
end of the tournament.

Another area of concern for 
India would be conversion drag-
fl ick goals from penalty corners.

Skipper Rohit, the team's main 
dragfl icker, looked a pale shad-
ow of himself and needs to up his 
game. It is not that India didn't 
score from penalty corners but 
most of the goals came from in-
direct variations and rebounds.

The most heartening aspect 
of India's outing in the fi rst two 
games is the performance of 
their midfi eld and forwardline.

Dilraj Singh is the joint 
top-scorer of the tournament 
with six goals, including a hat-
trick against Oman, while Ar-
shdeep Singh too scored three 
goals in the last match.

The likes of Manmeet Singh, 

Ajeet Yadav and Ingalemba Lu-
wang Thouraojam too have ben 
among goals. The match against 
Switzerland is India's only game 
in Madurai before they return 
to Chennai for their remaining 
campaign. And it remains to be 
seen how the Indians acclima-
tise to the conditions here.

But India's assistant coach Bi-
rendra Lakra, who is in charge 
of communicating with the play-
ers from the dug out, is not too 
much bothered.

"Defi nitely the ground will 
change but we will have the 
same weather conditions. We 
also got two days time to prac-
tice and adjust."

Despite being considered as 
clear favourites, Lakra warned 
the players against taking Swit-
zerland lightly.

FIH JUNIOR MEN'S WORLD CUP

Untested India look to polish 
grey areas against Switzerland

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 1: The 
37th Sub-Junior National 
Badminton Championship 
commenced at the Kalinga 
Stadium here Monday. The 
tournament, jointly organised 
by the Badminton Association 
of India, Odisha State Badmin-
ton Association and Sports & 
Youth Services Department, 
Government of Odisha, will 
be held from December 1 to 6.

The opening ceremony was 
graced by Sports & Youth Ser-
vices Minister Suryabanshi 
Suraj, who attended as the 

Chief Guest. In his address, 
minister Suraj said that host-
ing the 37th Sub-Junior Na-
tional Badminton Champion-
ship is a moment of pride for 
Odisha. He added that players 
from various States and Union 
Territories have gathered to 
compete in this prestigious 
event and expressed confi-
dence that all participants 
would deliver exceptional 
performances.

The tournament features 
competitions in the Under-15 
and Under-17 categories with 
participation from shuttlers 
from across the country.

Odisha hosts 37th Sub-Junior 
Nat’l Badminton Championship

Indian women’s 
hockey team chief 
coach Harendra resigns
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 1: Indian 
women's hockey team chief 
coach Harendra Singh Monday 
resigned from the post with im-
mediate effect citing "personal 
reasons".

Harendra, who had taken 
over the reins in April last 
year, led India to title triumph 
in the Asian Champions Tro-
phy in Rajgir in November last 
year, but under him the team 
also got demoted from the FIH 
Pro League after fi nishing last 
in the 2024-25 season.

"Coaching the Indian wom-
en's hockey team has been a 
privilege that has been a high-
light of my career. Though 
personal reasons call me to 
step away, my heart remains 
with this extraordinary team 
and their ongoing success," 
said Harendra, who was the 
United States men's hockey 
team's tactician prior to be-
coming the Indian women's 
coach, said in a Hockey India 
statement.

"I will always cherish my 
journey with Hockey India 
and continue to support their 
efforts to take Indian hockey 
to the highest levels of achieve-
ment," he said.

Sports min to meet 
all stakeholders 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Dec 1: Sports 
Minister Mansukh Mandavi-
ya will meet representatives 
of all stakeholders in Indian 
football, including the sport's 
national federation, its former 
commercial partner and clubs 
December 3, to try and fi nd a 
way out of the current crisis.

The latest crisis emerged af-
ter the All India Football Fed-
eration (AIFF) could not fi nd 
a new commercial partner for 
the conduct of domestic league, 
including the top-tier Indian 
Super League.

"The Supreme Court has di-
rected that the ministry step in 
to fi gure a solution and this is 
being done in compliance with 
that directive. This will be a day 
long series of meetings with rep-
resentatives of Indian football. 
They can raise their concerns 
and the minister will give his 
suggestions accordingly," a 
ministry source told Monday.

Indian domestic football fi rst 
plunged into chaos after Football 
Sports Development Limited 
(FSDL), the entity the owned and 
organised the ISL, informed the 
AIFF in July that it was keeping 
the country's top-tier league on 
hold due to a lack of clarity over 
the renewal of the 15-year Mas-
ter Rights Agreement (MRA) 
that ends December 8.

    FOOTBALL CRISIS

In 2025, Duplantis set four world pole 
vault records and was undefeated in 

16 competitions. He holds the current 
world records for both indoor and out-
door pole vault and has won multiple 
Olympic and World Championship titles

McLaughlin-Levrone went unde-
feated through 2025 to become the 

fi rst athlete to have ever won world 
titles in both the 400m fl at and 400m 
hurdles. The American became 400m 
world champion in Tokyo when she ran 
47.78 seconds - the second fastest time 
in history 

CM honours Odisha starsWOMEN’S 
BLIND T20 WC
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