Tech should not
replace human
judgement: (JI

AGENCIES

Cuttack, Dec 14: Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) Surya Kant
Sunday said technology should
amplify human judgment and
not replace it.

He was addressing a sympo-
sium on ‘Ensuring justice for
the common man: Strategies for
reducing litigation costs and de-
lays’ here.

Justice Kant said technol-
ogy was very useful during
COVID-19 pandemic. He, how-
ever, said one cannot afford to
forget that technology comes
with its own shadows.

“In an age of deep fakes and
digital arrests, courts cannot
afford naive optimism... A re-
form that excludes the poor,
elderly, or digitally unfamil-
iar is not reform at all, it is
regression. That is why I have
always maintained that tech-
nology must remain a servant
of justice, not its substitute. It
should amplify human judg-
ment, not replace it,” the

- CJI said. P3

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Your timing is impeccable as
always, sir. The moment we began
our foreign tour, Delhi air worsened

15 hurt in

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jajpur, Dec 14: At least 15 peo-
ple were injured, five of them se-
riously, in a clash between sup-
porters of Dharmasala MLA and
a BJD leader in Jajpur district
Sunday, police said.

Several vehicles, including
bikes and cars, were vandal-
ised in the clash in the farm-
house of former Dharmasala
MLA Pranab Kumar Balaban-
taray near Panturi under Jena-
pur police limits in the district,
the police said.

The injured were admitted to
Dharmasala community health
centre, and later, five of them
were shifted to SCB Medical
College and Hospital in Cuttack,
they said.

Over 30 BJD workers, in-
cluding some women, said to
be the supporters of Balaban-
taray, were having a feast at
the farmhouse when around

Lack of snowfall t

AGENCIES

Bhaderwah (J&K), Dec 14: A
prolonged dry spell and lack of
snowfall this winter have hit
tourism in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Doda district, affecting
tourist arrivals and the local
economy, tourism stakehold-
ers said.

Since the onset of winter,
renowned high-altitude tourist
destinations such as Guldanda,
Chattergala and Padri — which
usually start receiving snowfall
by mid-October — have not wit-
nessed any significant precipi-
tation activity so far, adversely
affecting winter tourism and
adventure sports, they said.

The dry weather has result-
ed in a sharp decline in tourist
arrivals, with visitors staying
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NATO dilemma

Ukraine Prez Zelenskyy offers =
to drop NATO bid for security :
guarantees but rejects US
push to cede territory :
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Sonakshi slams trolling

Actor Sonakshi Sinha speaks
out against rising online
attacks, urging stricter cyber
laws to address the issue

11 shot dead during
Jewish event in 0z

The first day of Hanukkah,
which should have been a day of
joy and celebrations, turned out
to be a day of bloodshed when
antisemitic attackers opened
fire at innocent civilians who
had gathered at Bondi beach
in Australia’s Sydney Sunday.
Australia, widely regarded as
one of the safest countries in
the world, was shaken by the
act of terror not seen on this
scale in nearly three decades—
the last being the 1996 mass
shooting in the southern state
of Tasmania, where 35 people
were killed at a tourist site

REUTERS

Sydney, Dec 14: Gunmen
opened fire at a Jewish holiday
celebration at Sydney’s Bondi
beach Sunday, killing at least
11 people in what Australian
officials described as a targeted
antisemitic attack.

One of the suspected gunmen
was also killed. A second was
in critical condition and police
were investigating whether a
third gunman was involved,
New South Wales Police Com-
missioner Mal Lanyon told a
press conference. Two police
officers were among 29 people
taken to hospital with injuries,
he said.

Authorities said far more
people would have been killed
were it not for a bystander,
identified by local media as
fruit shop owner Ahmed al-
Ahmed, 43, who was filmed
charging a gunman from be-
hind, grappling with him and

ajpur political clash

50 supporters of BJP MLA Hi-
manshu Sekhar Sahoo barged
into the farmhouse with lethal
weapons and attacked the BJD
workers without any provoca-
tion, leaving 15 of them injured,
five of them grievously injured,
alleged Balabantaray.

They also vandalised more
than 20 vehicles, including four
cars parked in the farmhouse,
he alleged.

On being informed, police
reached the spot and sent the

away from the region’s popular
snow destinations.

However, tourism stakehold-
ers remain hopeful of a turn-
around in weather conditions,
expecting fresh snowfall over
the next couple of weeks ahead
of the Christmas period.

“Compared to the last cou-
ple of years, the 9,555-foot-high
Guldanda on the Bhaderwah-
Pathankot highway has wit-
nessed an 80 per cent drop in
tourist arrivals since Novem-
ber,” tourism strategist Rashid
Choudhary said.

He said the destination,
once known for its pristine,
snow-covered landscapes, has
been hit by an alarming lack of
snowfall this year, leading to a
sharp decline in tourist arriv-
als, particularly at Guldanda,

2 killed, 9 hurt in
US univ shooting

Providence (US): A shooter
dressed in black killed at least
two people and wounded nine
others at Brown University during
final exams on the Ivy League
campus, authorities have said,
and police were searching for
the suspect. University President
Christina Paxson said she was
told that 10 people who were
shot were students. Another
person was injured by fragments
from the shooting on Saturday,
but it was not clear if the victim
was a student, she said.

wresting a rifle from his hands.

“There are many, many peo-
ple alive tonight as a result
of his bravery,” said Chris
Minns, premier of New South
Wales state where Sydney is
located, calling the bystander
“a genuine hero”.

A bomb-disposal unit was
working on several suspected
improvised explosive devices,
Lanyon said. Mike Burgess, a
top Australian intelligence of-
ficial, said one of the suspected
attackers was known to author-

injured to the hospital for
treatment. Terming the attack
politically motivated, Bala-
bantaray said it was a result of
long-standing political rivalry.

“We have filed a complaint
with the local police in connec-
tion with the incident. We have
lost faith in Jajpur police. We
will take up the matter with
the Director General of Police
(DGP),” said the BJD leader.

Meanwhile, several BJD
leaders and workers staged
demonstration before the office
of the DGP in Bhubaneswar, de-
manding the arrest of persons
involved in the attack.

On the other hand, a support-
er of the Sahoo alleged that he
was attacked by the supporters
of Balbantaray while he was
passing on that way in his car.

Jenapur police said two sepa-
rate complaints have been filed
by the two parties in connection
with the incident.

akes sheen off J&K

Eels 2o SN T
the region’s premier winter
attraction.

“The situation has triggered
economic distress across sectors
dependent on tourism, includ-
ing hoteliers, tourist guides,
shopkeepers and local vendors,”
he said.
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ities but had not been deemed
an immediate threat.

Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese convened a meeting of
the country’s national security
council and condemned the at-
tack, saying the evil that was
unleashed was “beyond com-
prehension”.

“This is a targeted attack
on Jewish Australians on the
first day of Hanukkah, which
should be a day of joy, a cele-
bration of faith,” he said.

“At this dark moment for
our nation, our police and se-
curity agencies are working to
determine anyone associated
with this outrage,” he added.

Witnesses said the shooting
at the famed beach, which was
packed on a hot summer’s eve-
ning, lasted about 10 minutes,
sending hundreds of people
scattering along the sand and
into nearby streets and parks.
Police said around 1,000 peo-
ple had attended the Hanuk-
kah event.

“We all panicked and start-
ed running as well. So we left
everything behind, like flip-
flops, everything. We just ran
through the hill,” said Bondi
Junction resident Marcos
Carvalho, 38, who had been
packing up after a day at the
beach when he heard what he
estimated were 40-50 gunshots.

Sunday’s shootings were
the most serious of a string
of antisemitic attacks on syn-
agogues, buildings and cars
in Australia since the begin-
ning of Israel’s war in Gaza
in October 2023. P10

Elderly farmer dies
while burning stubble

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 14: A
60-year-old farmer was charred
to death while burning paddy
stubble in his farmland in Puri
district Sunday, police said.

The deceased was identified
as Gajendra Swain, a resident
of Sunamuhin village under
Pipli police station.

His charred body was re-
covered from the field and
sent for postmortem, said
Souymendu Sekhar Tripa-
thy, inspector-in-charge (IIC)
of Pipli police station.

Prima facie, the fire spread to
anearby field where harvested
paddy had not been collected.
Swain, who was alone, tried
to control the flames but was
engulfed by the fire, Tripathy
said. “He died on the spot. The
body had around 90% burns,”
the IIC stated.

BEER T

- Choudh.ary said stakeholders

were hoping for an improve-
ment in weather conditions,
with fresh snowfall ahead of
the New Year festivities seen as
the only possibility for reviving
winter tourism in Bhaderwah
this season.

g India’s Al progress

India ranks third in Stanford’s

2025 Global Al Vibrancy
Index, highlighting
rapid progress

BUSINESS | P11

Legends meet

Wankhede witnesses history
as legends Lionel Messi and
Sachin Tendulkar share

the spotlight

SPORTS | P12

Fedekk

12 PAGES | ?5.00

PLAYFUL MOOD: A tiger tries to climb a tree in an enclosure at the Gwalior Zoo also known as Gandhi Zoological

Park in Madhya Pradesh, Sunday

Man’s death in police
custody sparks row

MANOJ KUMAR JENA, OP

Bhubaneswar, Dec 14: The
suspicious death of a man in
Banpur police custody after his
detention Saturday night over
illegal liquor trade has triggered
a controversy, with his family
accusing the police of ‘murder’.

The deceased was identified
as Chhabindra Nayak, 45, a
resident of Poda Sahi in Khur-
da district.

According to sources, Ch-
habindra was in Banpur police
lock-up Saturday night. How-
ever, later in the night, he fell
ill following which the police
rushed him to Banpur commu-
nity health centre (CHC) and
later to Capital Hospital as his

According to the data shared
by Bhaderwah Development
Authority (BDA), Guldanda had
a tourist footfall of 1.75 lakh, 2
lakh and 1.8 lakh from Octo-
ber 15 to December 15 in 2022,
2023 and 2024, respectively, but
this year only a meagre 10,000
tourists visited the destinations
during the same period.

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, De-
cember 13, called for a review
of the decision to close several
tourist spots after the Pahalgam
attack. After the April 22 terror
attack in Baisaran meadows in
Pahalgam, which left 26 peo-
ple, mostly tourists, dead, the
Lieutenant Governor’s admin-
istration closed several tourist
spots in view of security consid-
erations.

’S winter

condition worsened. However,
when the police admitted Chhab-
indra to Capital Hospital, he was
declared dead by the doctors.

It was alleged that Chhabin-
dra was rushed to Capital Hos-
pital in a police van, instead of
an ambulance, indicating proce-
dural lapses by the police.

Chhabindra’s family mem-
bers have alleged that he was
beaten to death by police. “His
health condition was fine and
we were in Nayagarh while
the incident took place. He was
beaten to death by the police.
We want action against the cul-
prits,” said Chhabindra’s wife.

Mitu Nayak, chairperson of
Banpur NAC, demanded an im-
partial probe into the incident.

tourism

Speaking to the reporters at
Gulmarg, Abdullah said that
while a few of them were re-
opened for visitors in a phased
manner, many more continue to
remain shut.

Dozens of vendors who had
established their small busi-
nesses in the area are worried
due to the prolonged dry spell.

“Over the past three years, we
used to receive an average of 100
to 150 tourist vehicles every day
during this period, but this year
the number has dropped drasti-
cally to just around 10 vehicles,”
said Raj Kumar Manhas, a local
vendor at Guldanda.

He said the decline is due to
the absence of snowfall, and
added, “Our only hope now is
good snowfall before the New
Year celebrations begin.”

PTI PHOTO

Nitin Nabin BJP’s
nat’l working prez

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 14: The BJP
Sunday appointed Nitin Nabin,
a Cabinet minister in the Bi-
har government, as the party’s
national working president.
The BJP parliamentary board
picked Nabin for the post.

“Bharatiya Janata Party’s
parliamentary board has ap-
pointed Nitin Nabin, a minis-
ter in the Bihar government,
the BJP’s national working
president with immediate ef-
fect,” BJP national general
secretary Arun Singh said in a
notification.

Nabin, 45, who belongs to
Kayastha community, is like-
ly to succeed incumbent BJP
chief JP Nadda and is one of the
youngest leaders to occupy the
post, party leaders said.

He has served as a minister
in the Bihar government mul-
tiple times and is a five-time
MLA. At present, he is the PWD
minister in Bihar and MLA
from Bankipur in Patna.

Nadda was appointed the BJP
President in January 2020 and
has already completed his full
term. He was granted exten-
sions to lead the party through
2024 Lok Sabha elections.
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[l ARIES

You will share wonderful
moments with your beloved
today. Go ahead and learn

‘ ™
“'!!. GaneshaSpeaks.com
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some musical instrument, suggests
Ganesha: it's a beautiful way to convey
emotions. And it provides a perfect
means to woo someone anew. Join a
class before the mood wanes.

[l TAURUS

Itis highly unlikely that
you will be emotional and

sentimental today, predicts Ganesha.
Adopt a laid-back attitude towards life

to feel at ease. Public servants will have
encouraging and affirmative results in
their efforts. Your competency will be put

to test at the work place.

e

l GEMINI

Today is an important day to

completely immerse yourself

in your favourite activities,

says Ganesha. But don't forget that loved
ones come first as lack of warmth may
affect family life. Show your family mem-
bers that you care. New relationships
are also on the anvil. It is an eventful and

positive day for you.

[l CANCER

At work, your ability to forge

great partnerships will see

to the success of one of your ambitious
projects. However, you need to be careful
before signing the contract. It's always
important to go through the finer details

of a deal before closing it.

HLEO

Reinvention and rejuvena-
_ tion — these are the two

words that shall dictate

your philosophy for the day. Refurbishing
oneself does not always have to be in
accordance with something new; taking a
look back can be equally enlightening. In
any case, it's a small world, and, hence,
chances are that you shall revive most

of your old contacts either in a social
occasion or an official meeting.

Hl VIRGO

Achievement and accomplish

ment will be the highlights
of the day, notes Ganesha.

You will be recognised for your devotion

" to work and determination to succeed at
your workplace. Much awaited promo-
tions may come and financial arrears may

also reach your hands.

52

[l LIBRA

You will be very active today.
especially when it comes to

1

finishing tasks in office. Your thoughts will
reach new heights and you will be able to
motivate and stimulate others to perform.
Your motto for the day is ‘Arise, awake
and sleep not till the goal is reached’.

Urvashi’s sleepless nights

Mumbai: Actress Urvashi Rautela recent-
ly opened up about the intense prepara-
tion that went into her role in Kasoor 2.

Speaking on the sidelines of the Red Sea
Film Festival, she revealed how the role
demanded sleepless nights and pushed
her to her absolute limits, both emotion-
ally and mentally. In an exclusive quote
shared with this news agency, Urvashi
shared that the challenging character
required deep preparation and resilience,
making it one of the most demanding per-
formances of her career.

She stated, “This will be a never-be-
fore-seen avatar for me in a supernatur-
al drama film. Portraying this role in
Kasoor 2, presented by Bablu Aziz
Barudgar, produced by Asif Shaikh
under Practical Production
Films, and directed by
Glen Barretto, along-
side Aftab Shiv-
dasani and Jassie

Il SCORPIO

Your close friends and loved
ones seem to be on the menu
today, predicts Ganesha.

Romantic brilliance will usher in happiness
and favourable business prospects will be
the icing on the cake. Your charm will peak
and you will enjoy the attention you get out
of it. Try your hands at creative things as
there is a good chance that you may come
home bragging about the results.

[l SAGITTARIUS

Be ready with you bags
packed as you may decide
to undertake an impromptu

E.
=1
L=

trip today. It could be a business trip

or simply travel in pursuit of pleasure.
Nostalgia will grip you as you run into an
old childhood friend today. Sharpen your
public relation skills, which will come

in handy when you deal with strangers

today, says Ganesha.

[l CAPRICORN

That you are affectionate
towards your loved ones
will be more noticeable

today than ever before, says Ganesha.
In fact, you will enjoy their company
and will do everything in your capacity
to make them feel wanted. Long-term
relationships will also thrive.

Bl AQUARIUS

Fortune favours the brave,

and who knows it better than

you? Your performance may
come under scrutiny, but your bosses

will come away pleased as punch. Want
to make some money? Ganesha points to
real estate and the construction business.

l PISCES

Your expenses are likely to

soar and you will need to draw

a line between your needs

{J

and your desires if you are to keep themin
check. There is a strong possibility that you
will undergo a spiritual experience today.
You may also pursue meditative techniques
for your peace of mind, says Ganesha.

JACOB ELORDI GETS INTO
VERBAL RIFT WITH MEDIA

Jacob Elordi, who is known for Salt-
burn, had a heated exchange with a
photographer. The actor was in Paris
recently when he had an encounter
with the photographer. Elordi was
trying to keep a low profile amid his
travels at the Gare du Nord station

HAILEE STEINFELD SET TO
WELCOME FIRST BABY

In a heartwarming revelation, actress

Hailee Steinfeld and sports icon Josh Allen

have announced they are set to welcome

their first child! With an irresistibly sweet
Instagram video, they shared the joyful

moment of Allen affectionately kissing
Steinfeld’s baby bump |

onakshi against
digital hostility

Mumbai: Sonakshi Sinha has recently spoken
out against the rising culture of online harass-
ment, particularly targeting actors and film
critics, and called for stricter cyber
laws to address the issue. The actress
shared her concerns while attending
an event in Mumbai, a video from
which has since gone viral on social
media. In the clip, Sonakshi is seen
expressing how deeply disturbed she
is by the growing trend of unchecked
online attacks.

Highlighting the seriousness of the
issue, she said that it is alarming how
easily people can anonymously target
others on the internet without facing

consequences. Sonakshi stressed the

Sea International Film Festival in Jed-
dah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has been
profoundly transformative and unforget-
table.”

The Sanam Re actress was invited in
Saudi Arabia to promote her upcoming
film Kasoor 2. The film is a sequel to the
2001 hit Kasoor, which was directed by

Vikram Bhatt. ians

4 S SN

Gill, demanded urgent need for stronger legal measures
sleepless nights, to regulate online behaviour and ensure
pushing me to accountability, adding that controlling
the absolute such abuse should be a collective effort.
limits emo- Her remarks come amid recent incidents
tionally and where film critics faced intense backlash
mentally.” for voicing their opinions, including criti-

Rautela cism of Ranveer Singh’s film Dhurandhar,
added, “To with one reviewer reportedly forced to re-
truly em- move a video due to online outrage.
body the On the personal front, Sonakshi married ac-
character, tor Zaheer Igbal in 2024 under the Special Mar-
I had to riage Act at her Mumbai home, followed by a
surrender reception for industry friends. Professionally,
completely, she made her Telugu cinema debut this year
diving deep with Jatadhara, starring opposite Sudheer
into her in- Babu. In Bollywood, she was last seen in
tensity and Nikita Roy, which released in theatres July
vulnerabil- 18, 2025. AGENCIES
ity. Experi-
encing this
at the Red . Meri Main Tera Mumbai: Karisma

.« upcoming film 7%
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jor students, Karisma
explained that while life
changes from school to col-
lege, careers, and adulthood

inspires
@ young minds ;
but these core values remain ;
constant. She stressed that talent

and opportunities may come and go, but no one can ever take away
the results of genuine effort and integrity. According to her, success
achieved through sincerity carries lasting fulfillment and self-respect.
Karisma encouraged the students to continue working hard, stay
focused on their education, and remain honest in their journey, assuring
them that dreams do come true when built on these principles. She also

meant for a few chosen

d the track acknowledged the crucial role of parents, urging children to support them
ones, an some with love and respect, just as parents support their aspirations.
conveys how agh to Her heartfelt message, rooted in personal belief rather than celebrity
arenft lucky eno advice, resonated strongly with the young audience, turning the event
have it. s | into ameaningful lesson on values that extend far beyond the classroom. 'y
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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EUDORA GAVE MY
BLANKET TO THE CAT
NEXT DOOR?!

WELL, 6ET IT BACK !
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downtown

BLOW AWAY!!

Students blow balloons while
participating in the annual
sports meet of Vivekananda
Siksha Kendra at Benupur under
Khurda’s Balianta block Sunday
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CJI: Tech should amplify, not
replace, human judgement

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cuttack, Dec 14: Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant Sunday
said technology should ampli-
fy human judgement and not
replace it.

He was addressing a sympo-
sium on ‘Ensuring justice for
the common man: strategies for
reducing litigation costs and de-
lays’ here.

“Pendency of cases in courts
clogs every level of the judicial
structure, from the trial court
to the constitutional court. And
when a blockage occurs at the
top, the pressure only intensi-
fies below,” he said.

He also stressed the need to
strengthen judicial infrastruc-
ture to reduce pendency.

“This is because without

sufficient courts, even the
most sincere judicial system
will collapse under logistical
strain,” he said.

Justice Kant said technolo-
gy was very useful during the
Covid pandemic.

He, however, said that one
cannot afford to forget that
technology comes with its own
shadows.

“In an age of deep fakes and
digital arrests, courts cannot
afford naive optimism... A re-
form that excludes the poor,
elderly, or digitally unfamiliar
is not reform at all, it is regres-
sion. That is why I have always
maintained that technology
must remain a servant of jus-
tice, not its substitute. It should
amplify human judgment, not
replace it,” the CJI said.

He said a system where the
executive, legislature and judi-
ciary do not move in harmony,
resembles a tricycle missing a
wheel -- the rule of law can-
not balance, let alone move
forward.

“And the consequences are
stark -- laws may be enacted,
offences registered, even liber-
ty curtailed, yet the citizen is
left waiting for the one thing
that completes the promise of
justice: a timely trial that the
infrastructure is simply too
frail to deliver,” he added.

Among others, Orissa High
Court Chief Justice Harish
Tandon, and judges from high
courts across India attend-
ed the event, which was also
joined by Advocate General
Pitambar Acharya.

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

WHO SAYS WE
NEVER SUPPORTED
'‘QUIT INDIA> WE
STILL DO

Excise officials attacked during raids on City bars

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 14: Excise
officials came under attack
from a few drunken men while
conducting raids at bars in
Bhubaneswar to ensure time-
ly closure and adherence to
established norms, an official
said Sunday.

The Excise department con-
ducted raids at over 30 bars in
the Capital Saturday night.

During one such raid at a bar
at Patia in Chandrasekharpur
police station area, a few drunk-
en men hurled liquor bottles at
the vehicles of the excise offi-
cials, who were, however, not
injured in the incident, he said.

A complaint was lodged
with the police seeking action
against the miscreants, follow-

ing which, four youths were
identified and arrested by the
Chandrashekarpur police.

The Excise department will
continue its enforcement drive
on the bars, he said.

The raids were conducted in
the wake of a major fire inci-

Seepage threatens Meghnad Pacheri

AGENCIES

Puri, Dec 14: Chief Admin-
istrator of the Sri Jagannath
Temple Administration (SJTA)
Arabinda Padhee has flagged
concerns over water seepage
through the Meghnad Pacheri
of the 12th-century Jagannath
Temple and drawn the atten-
tion of the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI) to the issue.

According to officials, water
from the Anand Bazaar side has
been percolating through stone
joints of the Pacheri, raising se-
rious concerns about the safety
of the structure. The ASI, en-
trusted with the conservation
of the temple since 1976, had
undertaken repair work on the
Meghnad Pacheri last year to
arrest seepage, including grout-

ing and sealing of stone joints.

However, senior servitors
and devotees have pointed out
that the problem persists as
wastewater generated at Anand
Bazaar, the Mahaprasad mar-
ket within the temple premises,
continues to accumulate near
the Pacheri. They stressed that
unless proper drainage is en-
sured, temporary repairs would
not provide a lasting solution.

Prasanna Kumar Dash, con-
vener of social organisation
Sachetan Nagarik Munch,
said the issue was first noticed
in 2021 and that devotees have
repeatedly sought permanent
corrective measures. He cau-
tioned that continued seepage,
if left unattended, could threat-
en the structural stability of the
Meghnad Pacheri.

dent in a restaurant at Palasuni
in Satya Vihar area early De-
cember 12.

The restaurant was alleged-
ly running a bar without hav-
ing a license, another official
said, adding an inquiry is
being conducted.

Dialogue can revive readmg habit: Tathagata

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Dec 14: The
third edition of the Walking
BookFairs Travel Writing Fes-
tival was held Sunday, offering
participants a unique blend
of literature, travel, history,
and dialogue. The one-of-its-
kind curated literary journey
brought together renowned
authors, journalists, editors,
and travel enthusiasts for a
day-long immersive experience
across heritage locations in and
around Bhubaneswar.

The festival was inaugurat-
ed by noted author Jerry Pin-
to, marking the beginning of a
literary journey rooted in the
concept of “Walking through
stories and spaces.”

The travel-centric festival
commenced with a guided walk
through the historic Udayagi-
ri Caves, where Sophia Simon,
founder of De Tour Odisha,
led participants through the
site, offering insights into the
region’s rich history and cul-
tural legacy. This was followed
by an interactive session titled
“A Guide to the Journey”, fo-
cusing on responsible tourism
by Mani Mahesh Arora, along
with informal storytelling and
conversations among authors
and participants.

A food and travel session
added another layer to the
experience, with discussions
on eating while travelling, led
by Belal Jawhara and Swati
Murmu, Founders of Zeno-
bia’s Kitchen. Participants
then travelled to Dhauli, con-
tinuing the literary journey
across locations.

During the bus travel, par-

Over 1K runners take part
in Puri Beach Mar_athon

—

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, Dec 14: The Bhu-
baneswar Cycling and Adven-
ture Club (BCAC) successfully
organised the 5th edition of its
flagship event, the MCL Puri
Beach Marathon 2025, Sun-
day, marking one of India’s
pioneering marathon events
held entirely on sandy beaches.
More than 1,000 runners, in-
cluding women participants,
took part in the unique en-
durance challenge along the
pristine Puri coastline. The
marathon was flagged off from
Samuka Beach near the Manga-
la River sea mouth by addition-
al DGP cum president of BCAC
Sanjeeb Panda, along with se-
nior officials and organisers.
Participants from across In-
dia and a few from the USA and
USSR competed in two catego-
ries — a 21-km Half Marathon
and a 7-km Fun Run. Running
on uneven and inclined sandy
terrain posed a tough physical
and mental challenge, yet the
determined runners delivered
impressive performances amid
cheers, music bands and volun-
teer support. Aid and hydration
stations were set up every 3.5 km.
Ashok Dandasena of Odisha
won the Half Marathon, followed
closely by Anupam Mahata of West
Bengal and Phuldhar Netam of Ch-
hattisgarh. Winners across catego-
ries received prizes worth32.21akh.

ticipants were given books
to read on the move, encour-
aging reading as part of the
travel experience. Informal
chit-chat sessions were held
en route, where authors
shared personal life experi-
ences, travel stories, and book
recommendations.

After reaching Z Hotel
in Puri, the participants
were involved in two panel
discussions.

The first discussion, titled
“Reading, Writing and Pub-
lishing in a Fractured World”,
included Jerry Pinto, Ravi
Singh, and Sanjay Kak, and
was moderated by journalist
and author Sampad Patnaik.
The discussion explored
the evolving challenges of
reading and publishing in
contemporary times.

Pinto highlighted issues of
accessibility, saying, “Read-
ing is losing its essence part-
ly because of access. Libraries
are scarce in many places. In
Kerala, accessibility has made
reading a cultural habit. We
need to work towards rebuild-
ing that ecosystem.”

The second panel discus-
sion, “The Enduring Impor-
tance and Joy of Slow Living
and Travel”, featured Ta-
thagata Satpathy, Editor of
Orissa POST and Dharitri,
author and former econom-
ic and political advisor Ravi
Mantha, and Swati Murmu
of Zenobia’s Kitchen. The
session was moderated by au-
thor Chandrahas Chaudhury
and focused on mindful travel,
slow living, and the cultural
value of storytelling.

During the discussion, Satp-

athy observed, “Reading is no
longer a common habit. Read-
ing culture among children has
been diminishing day by day.
Children today are not being
introduced to the joy of reading
anymore. Somewhere, the ed-
ucation system has also failed.
The essence of reading is being
lost, but dialogue and shared
thoughts can help revive it.”
Speaking on the occasion,
the Co-founders of Walking
BookFairs Satabdi Mishra and
Akshaya Bahibala said, “This
is India’s first travelling liter-
ary festival. The third edition
was truly special, with mul-

tiple activities, panel discus-
sions, and travel experiences.
Our aim is to create aware-
ness about reading, especially
where accessibility to books is
limited. This year, we added
more travel destinations com-
pared to previous editions. It
is a unique experience for both
readers and authors.”

The day concluded with a
reflective beach walk at Puri,
offering participants a mo-
ment of pause and connection
with nature. The festival saw
participation of 45 attendees.
Orissa POST was the media
partner for the event.

Energy conservation a

national duty: Dy CM

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 14: Deputy
Chief Minister KV Singh Deo
Sunday underscored the need
to embrace energy conserva-
tion not just as a habit butas a
national duty. He was speaking
at an event organised to mark
National Energy Conservation
Day 2025 at Lok Seva Bhawan
here.

Singh Deo stressed the im-
portance of ensuring proper
earthing in every household
and the widespread implemen-
tation of smart meters, noting
that these measures have sig-
nificant potential to reduce en-
ergy losses.

The occasion underscored
the critical importance of ener-
gy conservation while recognis-
ing outstanding contributions
to energy efficiency.

The event began with Deputy
CM Singh Deo flagging off an
Energy Conservation aware-
ness rally, joined by Energy
department Principal Secre-
tary Vishal Kumar Dev and
EIC (Electy)-cum-PCEI Odisha
Manoj Kumar Tripathy.

The rally, comprising stu-
dents, teachers and Energy de-
partment officials, commenced
from Gate No. 3 of Kalinga Sta-
dium and culminated at Lok
Seva Bhawan.

The Deputy CM also stated

The state government reaffirmed its
commitment to promoting energy efficiency
and environmental stewardship, in line with

national missions on climate resilience
and sustainable development

that the state government reaf-
firmed its commitment to pro-
moting energy efficiency and
environmental stewardship,
in line with national missions
on climate resilience and sus-
tainable development.

In his address, Dev empha-
sised that while increasing
energy generation, equal fo-
cus must be placed on energy
conservation. He also highlight-
ed that, in terms of policy, the
state already has a pump stor-
age policy in place, and the
recently issued floating solar
guidelines are expected to ac-
celerate Odisha’s renewable
energy capacity across solar,
wind, and hydro sectors.

Director of the Centre for En-
vironmental Studies K Muru-
gesan urged teachers to en-
courage and foster innovative
thinking and ideas among stu-
dents on energy conservation.
Former Director General of
CPRI, AK Tripathy, highlighted
the importance of expanding re-
newable energy capacity while
ensuring grid stabilisation.

During the ceremony, the
Deputy CM felicitated the
winners of the Odisha State
Energy Conservation Awards
(OSECA) in various catego-
ries, including CPP/IPP, Steel
& Power, MSMESs, and educa-
tional institutions. A state-level
quiz competition was also or-
ganised, in which over 2.5 lakh
students participated at block
and district levels across Odi-
sha. Students from Class VIII,
IX, and X competed, with cash
prizes of 8,000, 35,000, and
%3,000 awarded to the top three
performers, while other par-
ticipants received mementoes
and certificates.

Around 500 participants
attended the event and were
also presented with prizes
and awards. The programme
concluded with Chief Engi-
neer Ashok Kumar Das deliv-
ering the vote of thanks to all
dignitaries and participants.
Throughout the event, speak-
ers repeatedly emphasised the
message that “energy saved is
energy generated.”

Forgoing hiked salary political stunt: Singh Deo on Naveen

Senior BJP leader Jayanarayan Mishra targeted
BJD supremo Patnaik, saying he is very rich and
does not need the hiked salary and allowances

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 14: The
decision by Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) president Naveen Pat-
naik to forgo the recent salary
and allowance hike meant for
the Leader of the Opposition
(LoP) has triggered a political
debate in Odisha.

Speaking to media per-
sons, Deputy Chief Minister
KV Singh Deo Sunday said,
“There was scope for him to
express his views in the As-
sembly. Why didn’t he come
and present his views in the

Assembly? This is nothing but
politics being played.”
Meanwhile, senior BJP
leader Jayanarayan Mishra
targeted the BJD supremo,
saying that Patnaik is very
rich and he doesn’t need the
hiked salary and allowances.
He also stated that it is the
leaders of BJD who have al-
so fervently demanded a hike
in salary for members of the
Legislative Assembly.
Earlier Saturday, the BJD
president, in a letter to CM
Mohan Charan Majhi, in-
formed about forgoing the sal-

ary and allowances. Highlight-
ing the contributions by his
family, Patnaik said that in the
year 2015, his family decided to
donate its ancestral property,
‘Anand Bhawan’ in Cuttack, to
be put to use by the people of

[N

Odisha. He also urged Majhi to
use his salary and allowances
for the welfare of the people
and the government.

“In the same spirit, I would
like to forgo the salary and al-
lowances hiked for the Leader

of Opposition, which the Odi-
sha Legislative Assembly has
recently passed. I would like
to request you to utilise the
same for the welfare of poor
people of our State,” wrote
Patnaik.

Meanwhile, BJD leader Ga-
neswar Behera justified the
hike in salary and allowances
and stated that BJD has also
been demanding the hike for
the past few years.

It is pertinent here to men-
tion that the Odisha Assem-
bly has recently passed four
bills significantly enhancing
the salaries and allowances
of MLAs, Speaker and Dep-
uty Speaker, Ministers, the
Leader of Opposition and
Chief Minister.
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SC/ST officers for Central deputation ; S

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 14: The Cen-
tre has asked states to nominate
women officers and those from
Scheduled Caste (SC) and Sched-
uled Tribe (ST) for appointment
in key posts on central deputa-
tion so that adequate represen-
tation can be provided to them.

In a communique issued to
the chief secretaries of all state
governments, the Personnel
Ministry sought nominations
of only those officers who are
not likely to be recalled by them
on the grounds of availing pro-
motion for at least two years.

The sponsored officers are
to be appointed on deputation
to the posts under the Central
Staffing Scheme (CSS) and for
the posts of Chief Vigilance Of-
ficers (CVOs) in central public
sector enterprises (CPSEs) and
other central government or-
ganisations.

CVOs act as a distant arm
of the Central Vigilance Com-
mission to check corruption in
government departments.

“Sufficient names of women
and SC and ST officers may be
sponsored so that adequate rep-

resentation can be provided to
them,” read the communique
dated December 10. Details of
any inquiry/complaints/pro-
ceedings which may affect the
vigilance status of the applicant
may also be forwarded, it
said.

In the letter,
the Personnel
Ministry said
that such
movement of
officers from
the states to
the Centre
is crucial for
building up
the capabilities
and contributing
towards developing
state perspectives in the
government of India or nation-
al perspective in the state at the
decision-making levels.

“I would also like to draw
your kind attention to the Cen-
tral Deputation Reserve (CDR)
data for IAS officers, which de-
termines the extent to which
officers could be sent on depu-
tation to the Government of In-
dia. Proper cadre management
requires an adequate number

The
DoPT said the
nomination process
for posts under the CSS,
CVO positions in CPSEs,
and other organisations
will be routed through a
dedicated portal from
January 1,
2026
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Centre to states: Nominate women, &

of officers to be deputed to the
Centre under the Central Staff-
ing Scheme,” it said.
This will also ensure that ev-
ery eligible officer has an op-
portunity to serve at the Centre
at least once at the middle
management level,
the communique
said. Further, it
is requested to
ensure that an
officer, “once
placed on the
offer list”,
continues to
be available
for consider-
ation through-
out the year, it
said.

The Ministry said
withdrawal of the name of an
officer, after his or her name
has been recommended, may
result in five years of debar-
ment from central deputation,
including foreign postings.

“The Government of India
has been following a policy of
debarring an officer for five
years, if he/she fails to join
the central deputation as per
orders of DoPT (Department

IM Sambalpur hosts POMS India Int'l Conference

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur/Bhubaneswar,
Dec 14: IIM Sambalpur host-
ed POMS India International
Conference 2025, bringing to-
gether global scholars, indus-
try leaders and academicians
to deliberate on the future of
operations and supply chain
management amid growing
global uncertainty. The four-
day conference was organised
in collaboration with the Pro-
duction and Operations Man-
agement Society (POMS) India
chapter.

The conference highlight-
ed how geopolitical tensions,
climate change, pandemics

INDOCRYPT set
to begin today

Bhubaneswar: International Institute
of Information Technology (IlIT), Bhu-
baneswar is set to host INDOCRYPT
2025, a prestigious four-day interna-
tional conference on cryptography
and information security, bring-

ing together leading researchers,
academicians, industry experts, and
policymakers from across the globe.
The conference will be held from
December 15, reaffirming India’s
growing leadership in advanced digi-
tal security research. The inaugura-
tion ceremony on December 15 will be
presided over by Prithviraj Harichan-
dan, Minister of Law, Government of
Odisha, and Sampad Chandra Swain,
Minister of Skill Development, Gov-
ernment of Odisha, underscoring the
state’s strong commitment to digital
transformation, legal frameworks,
and skill development in advanced
technologies. Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi along with Electronics
and Information Technology Minister
Mukesh Mahaling will grace the
valedictory ceremony December 17.
By fostering collaboration between
academia, industry, and govern-
ment, INDOCRYPT aims to contribute
meaningfully to policy reforms, secure
digital infrastructure, and innovation-
driven growth. The conference is
expected to serve as a catalyst for
strengthening India’s position in global
cyber security research while address-
ing the pressing security challenges of
the contemporary digital age.

CLASSIFIED

Doctorate Awarded
Biswaranjan Mishra

Biswaranjan
Mishra has been
Awarded an

Honorary Doctorate
from the Dept. of
Computer Science
& Engineering GIET |§
University, Gunupur
on 17.11.2025. His
research title
was “Brain Tumor Detection From
Premature Symptoms using Machine
Learning Techniques”. He conducted the
research under the supervision of Guide:
Dr. K. M. Gopal (GIET University), Dr.
Bijay Kumar Paikaray (SOA University,
Bhubaneswar) and Dr. Srikant Patnaik.
Dr. Biswaranjan Mishra’s thesis has
been reviewed and highly appreciated
by Professor Dr. Debabala Swain,
Ramadevi University, Bhubaneswar.
Dr. Biswaranjan Mishra is the Son of
Benudhar Mishra and Bijayanalini
Mishra of Aiginia, Bhubaneswar and
Son-in-law of Tarakinkar Chatterjee and
Gitarani Mukherjee of Jagannathpur,
Kendrapara. His research will help in
diagnosing difficult diseases like cancer.
He gives credit to Lord Jagannath for this
success. Above all, he expresses gratitude
to his wife Swapna Chatterjee, Assistant
Teacher for this success. Currently, he is
working as a faculty in AIIMS, NIRTAR
and other medical colleges.

and rapid technological dis-
ruption are reshaping global
supply chains, making re-
silience, digital integration
and sustainability critical
imperatives for businesses
worldwide. POMS, a US-based
international professional
body, represents operations
and supply chain professionals
across the globe.

Discussions centred on
Al-driven operations, Global
Capability Centres (GCCs),
decarbonisation, regenerative
supply chains and the future of
operations education.

The inaugural session was
graced by IIM Sambalpur Di-
rector Mahadeo Jaiswal, Es-

sar Minmet Ltd MD and CEO
Sashi Shekhar Mohanty whoi
joined as chief guest, National
Educational Technology Forum
Chairman Anil Sahasrabudhe
and POMS President Subodha
Kumar.

Speaking at the event,
Jaiswal said, “Global disrup-
tion is inevitable. Digitalisa-
tion, decarbonisation and de-
mocratisation are reshaping
operations, and future man-
agers must embrace sustain-
ability and inclusive business
strategies. With over 53 per
cent of global GCCs located in
India, the country is a critical
player in the global digital sup-
ply chain.”

of Personnel and Training),
either on personal grounds or
the refusal of the cadre to re-
lieve him.”

“It may be noted that with-
drawal of the name of an officer
after a panel has been recom-
mended by the Civil Services
Board results in debarment for
five years,” said the communi-
que issued by Manisha Saxena,
Establishment Officer and Ad-
ditional Secretary, DoPT.

It also asked them to ensure
the names of officers debarred
from central deputation should
not be forwarded for appoint-
ments.

The DoPT said the nomina-
tion process for posts under the
CSS, CVO positions in CPSEs,
and other organisations will
be routed through a dedicated
portal from January 1, 2026.

The government, usually in-
vites nominations every year
to fill key posts, such as joint
secretaries, directors, deputy
secretaries, and CVOs. A simi-
lar communique has been sent
to secretaries of all central
government departments to
recommend officers on central
deputation.
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HOMAGE TO EXEMPLAR: Dignitaries attend the state-level birth anniversary observation of Pandit Nilamani
Vidyaratna, organised by I&PR department at Soochana Bhawan in Bhubaneswar, Sunday
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Capital to hold Odisha Pharma Summit 2025

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 14: With an
aim to bring together pharma-
ceutical, medical devices manu-
facturers, startups, innovators,
healthcare experts, investors,
and industry stakeholders to
explore new opportunities in
Odisha’s growing pharmaceuti-
cals sector, the state government
will host Odisha Pharma Summit
2025 December 16 in the Capital
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi.
On the occasion, the state will
launch ‘Odisha Pharmaceuti-
cal and Medical Devices Policy

2025’, with an aim to attract in-
vestments, improve ease of doing
business, and create large-scale
employment opportunities in
the life sciences sector. In order
to strengthen state’s healthcare
manufacturing infrastructure
and promote industry growth,
the state government will also
announce development of two
dedicated industrial parks -a
pharmaceutical park and a med-
ical devices park. The event will
also witness signing of MoUs be-
tween Government of Odisha and
leading companies, marking a
significant step towards strength-
ening the state’s pharmaceutical

and medical devices ecosystem.
The summit will be graced by
CM, Health and Family Welfare
Minister Mukesh Mahaling, In-
dustries, Skill Development and
Technical Education Minister
Sampad Chandra Swain, along
with other senior officials.

Speaking ahead of the event,
Swain said, “Odisha welcomes
all pharma, medical devices
and related sector industries,
investors, and thought leaders
to join us at this summit. We are
committed to building a strong,
future-ready ecosystem that sup-
ports growth, innovation, and
global competitiveness.”

G Udayagiri shivers at 4.2° Celsius

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 14: Cold
wave conditions were report-
ed in parts of Odisha Sunday,
with at least 12 areas recording
minimum temperatures below
10 degrees Celsius, according
to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

G Udayagiri in Kandhamal
district was the coldest place in
the state, as the mercury plum-
meted to 4.2 degrees Celsius. It
was followed by Daringbadi
and Phulbani towns of the same
district where a minimum tem-
perature of 6 degrees Celsius
each was recorded.

LIFE OF MYSTICAL POET: Artistes from Nayeeka, Baleswar enacts a drama titled ‘Bhakta Jholiya Kabir’ organised
by Natya Dhara at Rabindra Mandap in Bhubaneswar Sunday

PLOGGING-CUM-SCIENTIFIC WASTE
AUDIT AWARENESS DRIVE AT PURI

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, Dec 14: In a welcoming
initiative, aimed to promote
learning-oriented, data-driven
environmental action for the
protection of Odisha’s fragile
coastline, Eco Walk successfully
organised a plogging-cum-scien-
tific waste audit awareness pro-
gramme at Chakratirtha Beach
here, Sunday in collaboration
with Junglelore Foundation, Pu-
ri; Happiness Foundation, Puri
and Eco Warriors Foundation,
Ganjam.

The programme was led and
hosted by climate activist Jalen-
dra Mohalik, who emphasised
that environmental action must
go beyond symbolic clean-up
drives, highlighting the impor-
tance of learning from waste
through scientific analysis to de-
sign long-term, evidence-based
solutions for marine pollution.

The initiative uniquely inte-

grated plogging with a scientific
waste audit methodology. Par-
ticipants collected waste from a
designated stretch of the beach
and systematically segregated,
documented, and analysed the
materials to understand waste
composition, sources, and pol-
lution trends impacting the ma-
rine ecosystem.

The workshop witnessed ac-
tive participation from Akash
Ranjan Rath and Pravat Biswal
of Junglelore Foundation,
Pradipta Pradhan from Hap-
piness Foundation, along with
other attendees who collectively
raised their voices for the protec-
tion of marine biodiversity with
utmost care and responsibility.

During the programme, Rath
created awareness among partic-
ipants and the local community
about the significance of Blue
Flag beaches, their global stan-
dards, and the responsibility of
citizens in maintaining cleanli-
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ness, safety, and ecological in-
tegrity. Waste collected during
the audit was categorised into
single-use plastics, fishing-re-
lated debris, multilayer pack-
aging, glass, metal, cloth, daily
use essentials and miscellaneous
waste. The findings revealed a
dominant presence of single-use
plastics and fishing gear waste,
highlighting the urgent need for
improved waste management
practices, stronger producer

Semiliguda in Koraput
district recorded 6.1 degrees
Celsius, while Koraput town
recorded a minimum tempera-
ture of 7 degrees Celsius, and it

was 8.2 degrees Celsius in Ro-
urkela city, the IMD said.
Similarly, Chiplima record-
ed the minimum temperature
of 8.6 degrees Celsius, followed

by Jharsuguda (8.9), Kalahandi
district's Bhawanipatna (9), An-
gul (9.6) and Boudh and Kirei
(9.8 degrees Celsius each), the
weather office said.

Nabarangpur, Bolangir,
Sundargarh, and Keonjhar re-
corded temperatures between
10 and 11 degrees Celsius.

State capital Bhubaneswar
and neighbouring Cuttack re-
corded a minimum temperature
of 13.2 and 13 degrees Celsius, re-
spectively. The IMD has warned
that cold wave conditions are
likely to persist in several parts
of Odisha over the next one week
as there will be no large change
in the night temperature.

‘Responsible tourism helps in bundmg |dent|ty

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 14: As so-
cieties become more mobile and
interconnected, tourism con-
tinues to shape how we under-
stand the world and our place
within it. Responsible tourism
helps in building identity of a
place, a community and a so-
ciety, stated the participants
during the 17th monthly dis-
cussion of Odisha Manaska at
ExtraOdinari and Safe Odisha
For Her (SOFH) head office in
Saheed Nagar here Sunday.

The monthly discussion is
spearheaded by ‘All Things Odi-
sha’, a Bhubaneswar-based as-
piring thinktank and collective
wisdom miner. Theme for the
17th edition focused on ‘Does
tourism help redefine our Odia
identity or put pressure to fit
an Image?’

“Tourism is one of the
world’s most dynamic sectors,
connecting people, cultures,
and places. It enables travel-
ers to experience diverse land-

accountability, and behavioural
change at the community level.
The programme also saw the
participation of Forest depart-
ment officials and sanitation
workers, who joined hands with
climate enthusiasts and local
youth, actively learning and ap-
plying the scientific waste audit
methodology on the ground.
Addressing the gathering,
Mohalik stated that such scien-
tific audits transform volunteers
into informed environmental
guardians, generating credible
data that can support policy ad-
vocacy, administrative action,
and sustainable coastal man-
agement. Eco Walk announced
that similar plogging-cum-sci-
entific waste audit awareness
programmes will be conducted
across Odisha’s coastline to
build a comprehensive marine
waste database and strengthen
collective efforts toward ocean
and biodiversity protection.
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scapes, heritage, and traditions,
while contributing significantly
to local and global economies.
Odisha’s tourism is growing
faster than ever—placing our
land, people, heritage, ecolo-
gy, and spirituality on national
and global maps. With this rise
come economic opportunity,
better infrastructure, and new
forms of visibility. But along-
side it, emerge deeper questions
about belonging, authenticity,
and who gets to shape the Odia
story,” participants noted.
“As sacred landscapes turn
into destinations, rituals into
performances, and ecosystems

face stress, Odisha stands at a
moment of negotiation,” the
participants stated, while being
encouraged to speak from their
lived experiences.

The session was moderated
by Sandip Bal and Sonali Pri-
yadarsini, who thoroughly dis-
cussed the tourism potential of
QOdisha, while highlighting the
impact it has on local economy,
culture, heritage, lifestyle and
environment.

The monthly circle is known
for its uniquely curated topical
subjects related to identity, and
lively discussions among its
participants.

BBSR
Max Temp 28.2°
Min Temp 13.2°
Humidity 67%
Rainfall Nil
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Farmers forced to sell paddy to outside traders at throwaway prices
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Pattamundai, Dec 14: Even
as nearly 80 per cent of the
kharif paddy harvest has been
completed in Pattamundai
subdivision and adjoining ar-
eas of Kendrapara district,
the government is yet to open
procurement mandis, pushing
farmers into distress sale and
fuelling illegal paddy trade.
With mandis remaining shut,
farmers are unable to sell their
produce through official chan-
nels and have been forced to
store harvested paddy in open
spaces, exposed to weather
damage. Taking advantage of
the situation, outside traders
have become active in the area,
purchasing paddy at prices far
below the government-declared
minimum support price (MSP).
Farmers allege that agricul-
tural cooperative societies in
Pattamundai have virtually
become defunct. Arbitrary
functioning by some society
“secretaries has deprived many
cultivators of institutional sup-
port, forcing them to depend on
private moneylenders for cul-

tivation. To repay these loans,
farmers are now compelled to
sell paddy at throwaway prices
to private traders.

The situation has raised
serious questions about the
government’s agricultural pro-
curement policy and triggered
growing resentment among
farmers. Several farmer or-
ganisations have demanded
immediate opening of mandis
to prevent further exploitation.

The government had in-
troduced the mandi system
through Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Societies (PACS)
to enable farmers to sell paddy
conveniently. In the Pattamun-
dai area, 16 PACS are official-
ly operational. However, the
Pattamundai PACS remains
closed, while many others are
reportedly crippled by misman-
agement, loan defaults and ad-
ministrative negligence.

Farmers say they have
faced difficulties since the be-
ginning of the current kharif
season. Due to alleged apathy
by departmental officials, ma-
ny cultivators could not avail
of benefits under government

18 ARRESTED FOR MV-26 VIOLENCE

MALKANGIRI: Police have arrested 18 people so far in connection with the violent clash
that occurred in MV-26 village of Malkangiri district. According to police, nine people were
arrested Saturday midnight, while three more were taken into custody Sunday. With these
arrests, the total number of accused apprehended in the case has risen to 18. Nabarangpur
MP Balabhadra Majhi visited Malkangiri district and reviewed the situation at a meeting
held at the circuit house. He was briefed about the incident in the presence of District
Collector Somesh Kumar Upadhyay and Superintendent of Police Vinodh Patil H. During the

visit, discussions were held with office-bearers of the Zilla Adivasi Samaj Mahasangh and
the District Bengali Samaj to restore normalcy and maintain communal harmony.

Abandoned wetland turns
lively with migratory birds

W

A

POST NEWS NETWORK

urally transformed into a safe haven

for birds.

the Mahanadi delta.

Mahakalapara, Dec 14: The aban-
doned World Bank wetland inside the
Gahirmatha forest area of Kendrapara
district have emerged as a major win-
ter haven for migratory birds arriving
from distant regions, prompting con-
servationists to call for greater aware-
ness to protect them from poaching and

poisoning.

Birds from the Himalayan foothills,

local communities.

Siberia and other cold regions of Asia

migrate thousands of kilometres to
the World Bank Point coastal stretch
every winter in search of food and a

safe habitat. The wetland, compris-

ing hundreds of abandoned ponds,
provides abundant food such as small
fish, crabs, snails and shellfish, making
the area ideal for their seasonal stay of

nearly three months.

While the birds forage in the ponds
during the day, they take shelter at
night in the nearby dense mangrove
and salt-tolerant forests. Large flocks
can be seen gathering in the wetlands

before sunset.

The area has a unique history. In the
1990s, more than 500 hectare of forest
land was excavated under a shrimp
farming project funded jointly by the
state Fisheries department and the
World Bank, with an estimated cost of
Rs 25 crore, aimed at improving local
livelihoods. However, the project was
abandoned after the 1999 Super Cy-

arrived a little late this year.

Several species of migratory birds,
including bar-headed geese, ruddy
shelducks, pintails, shovelers, gad-
walls, sandpipers, stilts and other
waterfowl, are now regularly sighted
in the area. Similar congregations of
resident and migratory birds are also
reported from nearby forest and delta
regions such as Hukitola, Lunchgho-
la, Batighar, Madali, Heta Mundia,
Kandara Patia forest, Kantilo reserve
forest and Tanda casuarina forests in ilneit

Local intellectuals and environmen-
talists, including Subas Swain, Laxmi-
kanta Swain and Biranchi Narayan
Das, have expressed concern that
the birds could fall victim to illegal
poisoning and poaching. They have
urged authorities to strengthen vigi-
lance and promote awareness among

Rajnagar Divisional Forest Officer
Varadaraj Gaonkar said the Forest de-
partment would take special measures
to ensure the protection of migratory
birds and their habitats in the region.

BAR-HEADED GEESE
FILL HUMMA SALT BEDS

CHHATRAPUR: A large flock of the migra-
tory bar-headed geese has been spotted

near Humma salt beds in Ganjam district.
Native birds of Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Tibet,
Russia and parts of Central Asian countries
migrate southwards to various Indian states
including Odisha during peak winters. They
are recognised as one of the highest flying
birds, reaching an extreme altitude of about
25,000 feet above sea level, migrating over the
Himalayas, said environment expert Subrat
Debata. They migrate towards south-east Asia
primarily in search of food in winters as forag-
ing gets difficult during this season in their
native habitats. The geese spend their days
on the salt beds near Humma, sandy plains

of Rushikulya estuary and Potagada starting
November every year. Environmentalist
Rabindranath Sahu said that the geese have

schemes. As a result, they bor-
rowed money to meet cultiva-
tion expenses and household
needs, later being forced to sell
their produce to private traders
to clear debts.

It is also alleged that due to
negligence by cooperative so-
ciety secretaries, the names of
many genuine farmers were
not included in official pro-
curement lists. Despite repeat-
ed protests and agitations by
farmers, the administration
has failed to resolve the issue.

Earlier, reports had surfaced
in the media regarding irregu-
larities such as the allocation
of agricultural loans using fake
land records and favouritism in
the issuance of paddy tokens.
Farmers allege that some so-
ciety secretaries continue to
indulge in corrupt practices
by leveraging political connec-
tions, while no effective action
has been taken despite wide-
spread allegations.

Meanwhile, mandis for the
ongoing kharif season are yet
to be opened, and officials have
not clarified the reasons for the
delay. Many farmers have ex-
pressed loss of faith in the to-
ken-based procurement system
and said they no longer trust
the mandi mechanism.

The district and block admin-
istrations have been urged to
intervene immediately and en-
sure the opening of mandis in
Pattamundai block. Leaders of
the Naba Nirman Krushak San-
gathan, including Dasarathi Sa-
hu, Dolagobinda Sahu, Akrur
Palai, Sisir Ojha, farmer leader
Bijay Das and Prakash Mohan-
ty, have collectively demand-
ed urgent action to safeguard
farmers’ interests.

State

Delhi Police nabs
Bhadrak manin
cyber fraud case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhadrak, Dec 14: The Delhi
Police has arrested one person
from Bhadrak district for his
alleged involvement in a cyber
fraud case, officials said here
Sunday. While investigating
the case, personnel of the Delhi
Police had found that the SIM
card used in the alleged fraud
was activated in Bhadrak dis-
trict, they said.

A team from Delhi Police
arrived here and conducted in-
vestigation in Bhandaripokha-
ri police station area Saturday
and arrested the man. “They
have taken the accused to Delhi
on transit remand,” said Manoj
Rout, Superintendent of Police
(SP), Bhadrak. Further investi-
gation into the case is underway.

Labourer killed in
freak mishap while
threshing paddy

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, Dec 14: A 20-year-old
labourer was Kkilled after getting
trapped in a paddy thresher ma-
chine at Sahajanagar village
under Bardhanpur panchayat
in Balasore Sadar police limits
Sunday. The deceased was iden-
tified as Raju Dalai, son of Rad-
hua Dalai of the same village.

According to sources, paddy
threshing was underway in the
afternoon when the thresher
machine developed a jam. While
attempting to clear the clogged
stalks by pushing them with
his foot, Raju slipped and was
pulled into the machine, result-
ing in fatal injuries.

Local residents rushed him to
the district headquarters hospi-
tal, where doctors declared him
dead on arrival. The incident
triggered tension in the area,
prompting police intervention.

Rescued jumbo calf shifted to Chandaka

KEONJHAR: A rescued elephant calf, earlier found in
Sukudala village under the Suakati forest section of
the Bhuyan Juang Pirh range in Keonjhar district, was
shifted to the Chandaka Elephant Care Centre Sunday
morning, forest officials said. Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO) Dhamdhere Dhanraj Hanumant said the calf had
been rescued 12 days ago and was initially housed at
the Padmapur elephant rescue centre. According to
officials, the calf is in good health and the transfer was
carried out in accordance with all prescribed protocols

as per the directions of the Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (PCCF). The animal was transported in a

specially equipped closed cruiser vehicle and escorted
by Forest department vehicles. A veterinary team
accompanied the calf during the transfer under the
leadership of range officer Nayakanta Sahu. Officials
said the Chandaka facility is better equipped for
specialised care and long-term monitoring of rescued
elephants. It may be noted that the elephant calf was
rescued 12 days ago from a forest near Sukadala village
under the Suakati section of the Bhuian Juang Pidh
range. After the rescue, the forest department made
efforts to reunite the calf with its mother. However,
despite repeated attempts, the herd did not accept the
calf. Following these unsuccessful efforts, the forest
department shifted the calf to the Padmapur Elephant
Rescue Centre in Sadar block of the Keonjhar forest
division, where it is being kept under care and nurtured.

Deogaon: 600 sacks

POST NEWS NETWORK

Deogaon (Bolangir), Dec 14:
A raging fire destroyed nearly
600 sacks of paddy stored on a
threshing ground (Dhana Kha-
la) at Jalia village under Udar
panchayat of Deogaon block in
Bolangir district Sunday morn-
ing. The paddy belonged to farm-
er Suryanarayan Nayak, who
cultivates about 10 acres of land.

According to Nayak, the
harvested paddy was Kkept
on a threshing ground after
threshing and was ready to be
processed Monday. However,
fire broke out on the stored
paddy Sunday morning. While
the cause of the fire remains
unclear, Nayak alleged that it
might have been set by some
miscreants.

Deogaon fire department per-
sonnel, led by Lalu Munda, rushed
to the spot with two fire engines
and brought the blaze under con-
trol. Nayak suffered significant
losses and expressed concern
over repaying agricultural loans
and supporting his family.
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On receiving the news, local
volunteers and Ashish Kumar
Pandey of Aam Aadmi Party
visited the site to reassure the
farmer. They demanded im-
mediate compensation and an
impartial investigation into the
incident. Pandey warned that
if authorities fail to provide
relief, the party may launch a
movement to press for the farm-
er’s rights.

Youth slashes girlfriend’s
throat over rejection

POST NEWS NETWORK

Phulbani, Dec 14: A youth al-
legedly attacked his girlfriend
with a knife and then attempt-
ed to take his own life after she
refused to marry him, police
said. The incident took place
in Peonpada area
of Phulbani town
in Kandhamal
district Saturday
night.

ON SEEING THE
POLICE, THE YOUTH
ALLEGEDLY TRIED

another person. Police said
Shubham came to know that
the woman had agreed to the
proposal, which reportedly led
to the untoward incident.
After learning that no other
family members were present
at the woman’s house Sat-
urday night,
Shubham
went there and
again pressed
her to marry

fod the accusedas [jmtsto A cii1 ' rofused,
Shubham Swain, CUTTING HIS HAND he allegedly atz
2, a native of UDEIWERTIEITRY tacked her with

anipalli under nife, slash-
Bhanjanagar OWN THROAT ing her throat.

block in Ganjam

district. The woman, a resi-
dent of Peonpada in Phulbani,
had been in a relationship with
Swain for the past three years,
according to police.

Sources said the woman had
earlier stayed at one her rela-
tive’s house in Bhanjanagar
for her studies when she came
in contact with Shubham.
Their relationship continued
for three years during which
Shubham frequently visited
Phulbani to meet her.

Recently, the woman’s fami-
ly arranged her marriage with

Police re-
ceived information from local
sources and rushed to the spot.
On seeing the police, Shubham
allegedly tried to kill himself by
cutting his hand and slashing
his own throat.

Both the woman and the ac-
cused were immediately shift-
ed to the district headquarters
hospital in Phulbani. Hospital
sources said both are currently
out of danger and undergoing
treatment.

Police have registered a case
and launched an investigation
into the incident.

__of paddy gutted

This incident follows sim-
ilar such cases in the dis-
trict, including the burning
of Padmanabh Bhoi’s paddy
in Bhimdunguri village un-
der Makundapur panchayat
November 28 and Gobind
Pradhan’s paddy stocks on
the threshing ground at Udar
village December 7, raising
concerns among local farmers
about recurring attacks.

Forest officer
assaulted by
mining mafia

POST NEWS NETWORK

Udala, Dec 14: A Forest de-
partment official was brutally
assaulted in Udala area of Ma-
yurbhanj district Saturday eve-
ning, allegedly by stone smug-
gling group members angered
over the seizure of a vehicle in-
volved in illegal transportation.
The victim, Para Forester
Ananta Narayan Choudhury,
posted at the Udala forest range
office, was attacked on the Uda-
la-Baripada state highway near
a petrol pump while he was
travelling on the road. Accord-
ing to sources, three assailants
intercepted him, hurled abuses
and launched a violent assault,
leaving him bleeding profusely.
The attack is believed to be in
retaliation of the seizure of a vehi-
cle carrying illegally mined stone
October 15. Since then, stone ma-
fia members had reportedly been
issuing threats to Choudhury.
Choudhury sustained serious
injuries and was rushed to the
Udala hospital, where he re-
ceived treatment. .
Following the incident,
Choudhury lodged a written
complaint at the Udala police
station. Police said an investi-
gation has been initiated.

CORRIGENDUM

In reference to the advertisement published on 09.11.2025
in the newspapers regarding ENGAGEMENT OF SERVICE
PROVIDER FOR ITS CORPORATION OWNED AND
CORPORATION OPERATED RETAIL OUTLETS (COCO)
IN ODISHA. It is to inform that the last date to submit
applications has been extended till 19.12.2025. Other terms
and conditions shall remain the same. Applications already
received shall be considered valid and such applicants need
notapply again.
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The State Environment

Bhubaneswar,

PUBLIC NOTICE

OF

M/S EVOS BUILDCON
PRIVATE LIMITED
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE

Impact Assessment Authority
(SEIAA), Odisha has accorded Environmental Clearance
to Group Housing Project named and styled as “EVOS
ALCHEMY” being developed over Plot No- 2159/2582 and
50 others and Khata No- 729/1024 and 35 others located
in Mouza- Raghunathpur, Thana- Chandaka, Tahasil-
Dist- Khordha, Odisha by M/S EVOS
BUILDCON PRIVATE LIMITED.
The copies of Environment Clearance vide EC ldentification
No. EC23B0390R192123 dated 26/09/2023 are available
for the reference with the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Odisha and Odisha State
Poltution Control Board (OSPCB) and may also be seen at
website of the authority/board.
The State Environment

Impact Assessment Authority
(SEIAA) has accorded the environmental clearance for the
said project under the provision of EIA Notification, 2006.

For Evos Buildcon Private Limited

such approval.

AICTE website.

aicte.gov.in.

stakeholders.
Advt. No. :

ALL INDIA COUNCIL FOR TECHNICAL EDUCATION

(A Statutory Body of the Government of India)

It has been observed that parents, students and other stakeholders often
face difficulty in confirming the AICTE approval status of institutions. To
facilitate this, stakeholders are advised to verify approval details directly
through the AICTE website www.aicte.gov.in.

It is clarified that, as per the AICTE Act, 1987, and the judgement of
the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India dated 24th September 2001
in Bharathidasan University vs. AICTE, Universities do not require
prior approval of AICTE to conduct technical programmes. However,
technical institutions affiliated to Universities, Institutions deemed to
be Universities and Institutions offering PGDM programmes do require

AICTE also maintains a list of unapproved institutions based on
information received from various sources. This list is published on the

Institutions found conducting unapproved courses are regularly notified
through public notices and individual communications, under intimation
to the respective State Governments, with directions to either seek AICTE
approval or discontinue such programmes. State Governments are
also advised to take appropriate action against such erring institutions.
Please visit the AICTE website for the detailed Public Notice at www.

This notice is issued for the information and interest of the public and all

Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi - 110 070

Ph. No. : 011-2958-1000/1050, Website : www.aicte.gov.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

Subject: Verification of AICTE Approval status of an

Institution-reg.
The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), a statutory body
under the Ministry of Education, Government of India, was established
by an Act of Parliament (Act 52 of 1987). It is mandatory for all institutions
to obtain prior approval from the AICTE to offer any technical program.

(Prof. Shyama Rath)

Regulation Bureau/AICTE/12(01)/2025
cbc 21300/12/0011/2526

Member Secretary, AICTE

clone and the ponds have remained
unused ever since. Over the past few
years, the deserted wetland has nat-

Kalinga Keshari Rath (Managing Director)
Authorized Signatory
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You must abstain from
thinking about someone
when you cannot think

well of him.

THE MOTHER

Left Out

tiative ‘Pax Silica’ aimed at building a secure and trusted sup-

The United States on 11 December unveiled a new strategic ini-

ply chain spanning critical minerals, emerging technologies,
advanced manufacturing and semiconductors. The members of the
grouping are the US, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, The Netherlands,
the United Kingdom, Israel, the United Arab Emirates and Austra-
lia. The exclusion of India from this alliance has raised eyebrows in
New Delhi and sparked questions about the trajectory of India-US
economic and strategic ties. The omission comes at a time when an

India-US trade agreement remains elusive despite multiple rounds of

high-level political engagement and prolonged technical negotiations
while Indian exporters are subjected to harsh 50 per cent tariff by the

Trump administration.

Pax Silica has been positioned by Washington as its flagship initia-
tive on artificial intelligence and supply-chain security, and is seen as
an initiative to counter Chinese dominance in these fields. The alliance
is designed to reduce dependence on China, which currently dominates
nearly 70 per cent of global rare-earth mining and plays a central role
in several critical technology supply chains. At its core, it seeks to
lock down the full technology ecosystem that underpins modern Al
— from access to rare minerals and energy inputs to semiconductor
fabrication, Al infrastructure, logistics and advanced manufacturing.
The symbolism behind the name is deliberate. “Pax” suggests order

oower Post

Vivek Agarwal &
Alexander George

he recent Middle East

Investment Forum in

Sharjah underscored

the deepening eco-
nomic relationship between
India and the Gulf states. As
US President Donald Trump’s
tariffs erode the competitive-
ness of Indian exports, Indian
firms are increasingly turning
to the UAE as a bridge to Amer-
ican markets, strengthening
cross-regional ties.As a result,
what was once a relationship
based on the exchange of oil for
labour has evolved into a part-
nership spanning technology,
finance, and security. The Gulf
and India are no longer merely
trading partners; together, they
are spearheading a geoeconom-
ic realignment and redrawing
the map of global trade.

The relationship between
India and the Gulf has deep
historical roots. For centuries,
caravans and merchant ships,
carrying spices and textiles, es-
tablished enduring cultural and
commercial ties between the
two regions. Moreover, under

THE INDO-GULF STORY

||

The India-Gulf nexus could become a
new center of gravity in an increasingly
multipolar world - and a template for other
emerging economies seeking open-source
technology, resilient trade, and broad-based
prosperity without subordination

channeling resources into renew-
ables, tech, and tourism. Mean-
while, India - racing to industri-
alise and digitise — found eager
partners in the Gulf with the
necessary capital and ambition.
India sought investment and ex-
pertise, and the Gulf sought scale

Economic Corridor promises
to reshape global trade routes,
linking Indian ports to the
Mediterranean through Gulf
rail networks and establishing
modern, resilient supply chains
alongside the Suez Canal.

In this sense, the partnership

financing infrastructure built
by Indian firms in Africa, rep-
resent a compelling alternative
to the great powers’ projects on
the continent, which often lead
to debt traps and come with
political strings attached. For
medium-sized economies wary
of being caught in the middle
of the US-China rivalry, the
India-Gulf alliance offers in-
frastructure without unsus-
tainable debt, technology part-
nerships without hidden agen-
das, and security cooperation
without foreign interference.
The India-Gulf partnership
also shows how digital tools
can drive development. By com-
bining India’s affordable, open-
source digital architecture with
Gulf capital, the partnership is
delivering modern infrastruc-
ture, inclusive digital IDs, and
climate-conscious ventures that
generate well-paid local jobs.
But this is not non-alignment
2.0. Instead, the India-Gulf sto-
ry is one of multi-alignment — a
pragmatic geopolitical strategy
rooted in shared interests, mu-

and stability, while “Silica” is a direct reference to silicon chips and THE the British Raj, much ofthe Gulf =~ and new avenues for growth. represents a modern-day equiv-  tual benefit, and autonomy.
computing power. Together, the initiative signals an effort to shape PARTNERSHIP was administered from New What followed was a peri-  alentto the old spice routes. But To be sure, the alliance faces
who controls the key inputs and strategic choke points of the Al-driven REPRESENTS A Delhi. In the decades follow- od of intense economic and thespiceshavebeenreplacedby  powerful headwinds: regional
global economy. ing India’s independence, ties  diplomatic engagement, from  advanced technologies,andthe rivalries, domestic frictions,
Pax Silica’s stated objectives include jointly identifying vulnera- MODERN-DAY  became largely transactional:  the establishment of the I2U2  caravans have given waytocon-  and global volatility. Yet the
bilities and opportunities across Al supply chains; promoting joint EQOUIVALENT TO oil flowed one way, labour the  partnership — which includes tainer ships, fiber-optic cables, = confidence is unmistakable: no
ventures and co-investment arrangements; protecting sensitive tech- Q other, and wealth moved in  India, Israel, the UAE, andthe  and digital payments. India’s  longer bound by others’ strate-
nologies and critical infrastructure from access by “countries of con- THE OLD SPICE bothdirections. Only recently  US-—to Gulfleaders honoured  Unified Payments Interface is  gies, India and the Gulf states
cern”. If implemented aggressively, these goals risk isolating countries ROUTES have India and the Gulf states = at India's national celebra- crossing borders, while under- are charting their own course.

outside the framework, such as India, from critical technology flows

and investment.

The US leaving out India from the alliance has triggered a political
debate at home and a deeper strategic conversation about Washington’s
intentions. Is this merely a matter of timing, a reflection of unresolved
trade frictions, or a more pointed signal about how the US is redrawing

the global technology map? The answer may partly lie in a series of

recent developments that suggest rising pressure on India to widen its
market access, particularly in agriculture, to American companies.
However, the major US and allies’ concern regarding India could be

_the trust factor. The US seems unable to believe India would keep key
secret advancements secure and safe.

On 10 December, Mexico announced tariffs of up to 50 per cent on
imports from India, China and other countries, affecting products
ranging from textiles and footwear to automobiles and auto compo-
nents, effective January 2026. This move is striking because Mexico
does not feature among India’s top 20 trading partners, raising ques-
tions about broader geopolitical alignments rather than purely trade-
based considerations. Many believe that Mexico could be doing this at
America’s behest. This is similar to the US imposing an additional 25
per cent punitive tariff on India for New Delhi’s purchase of Russian
crude oil. Here, the Russian oil was just a ruse while the real intent

was to punish New Delhi.

Just days earlier, President Trump threatened fresh tariffs on In-

dian basmati rice following allegations by an American agricultural
_delegation that India was “dumping” rice in their market.

All these emerging developments underscore the need for renewed
diplomatic engagement by New Delhi which it seems currently inca-
pable of. As global supply chains fragment and technology alliances
harden, India will have to carefully navigate trade negotiations, pro-
tect market access, and strengthen its position in critical technology
ecosystems to safeguard its long-term economic and strategic interests.

However, these things appear to be easier said than done as New Del-
hi’s misguided foreign policy has left the country virtually friendless.

WISDOM CORNER

“ Not only does God play dice, but... he sometimes throws
them where they cannot be seen.

STEPHEN HAWKING

‘ You must take personal responsibility. You cannot change
the circumstances, the seasons, or the wind, but you can

rediscovered the strategic val-
ue of their historic partnership
and begun to reimagine it for
the 21st century.

By the mid-2010s, the two
sides’ strategic priorities began
to align. In 2015, Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi visit-
ed the UAE - the first such vis-
it in 34 years — as Gulf leaders
like UAE President Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan and Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman launched ambitious
plans to diversify their econo-
mies beyond hydrocarbons.

This convergence was driv-
en by domestic shifts. The Gulf
states recognised the risks of
fossil-fuel dependence and began

Market dominance, weak oversight

-

e December collapse of
T?ndiGo’s flight network
was not an accidental
systems failure. It was the logical
outcome of months of deliberate
under-preparation by a monop-
oly airline fully aware of what
was coming. With complete
knowledge of the DGCA’s new
Flight Duty Time Limitation
(FDTL) rules—and a long, gen-
erous runway to comply—Indi-
Go chose not to build the pilot
capacity essential to operating
under the revised safety norms.
The result was predictable:

tions. The numbers speak for
themselves: India-UAE trade
has risen to $100 billion this
year, while India-Saudi trade
reached $43 billion in 2023-24.
Equally important is where
that capital is flowing. Sover-
eign wealth funds like Abu Dha-
bi’s Mubadala and Saudi Ara-
bia’s Public Investment Fund
have invested heavily in Indian
startups, infrastructure, and
green-energy projects. These
are not one-off transactions but
long-term bets on the future of
the geopolitical alliance.
Building on this momentum,
the revitalised India-Gulf axis is
now looking outward. The pro-
posed India-Middle East-Europe

1 and 8, IndiGo cancelled 905
flights—and many more thereaf-
ter—crippling mobility during a
period when demand is normal-
ly at its highest. But summarily
IndiGo gains Rs 1400 crore and
passengers lose Rs 25 billion.
India calls air travellers, pas-
sengers; IndiGo calls them “cus-
tomers.” It is a subtle but mean-
ingful shift: a customer can be
refunded and dismissed; a pas-
senger is a stakeholder in safety,
punctuality, and reliability.
Public anger remained acute.
Surveys showed that 87% of af-

sea power cables and green-hy-
drogen projects are laying the
groundwork for a shared ener-
gy and digital ecosystem. The
fledgling partnership is now
expanding into Africa. The
UAE has pledged over $100 bil-
lion in investments across the
continent, while Saudi Arabia
has announced $41 billion in de-
velopment initiatives. India, for
its part, brings decades’ worth of
goodwill - built through peace-
keeping missions, development
projects, and a vibrant diaspo-
ranetwork —that complements
Gulf capital and amplifies the
bloc’s influence.

Emerging trilateral ven-
tures, with Emirati capital

is composed of corporate heavy-
weights—people who under-
stand regulation, scheduling
mathematics, and the direct
operational consequences of
FDTL changes. These norms
were announced 18 months
earlier. In that time, IndiGo
expanded its operations by
adding roughly 200 new daily
flights in 2025, taking its total
tonearly 2,500. Yet it hired only
418 pilots, when internal assess-
ments—and public statements
by pilot unions—suggested the
airline needed at least 1,000 ad-

If their partnership endures,
it will be more than a bilateral
success. The India-Gulf nexus
could become a new center of
gravity in an increasingly
multipolar world — and a tem-
plate for other emerging econ-
omies seeking open-source
technology, resilient trade,
and broad-based prosperity
without subordination.

Vivek Agarwal is Country
Director for India at the
Tony Blair Institute for
Global Change. Alexander
George is Senior Director
at the Tony Blair Institute
for Global Change.
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selves. Only airline-initiated
cancellations qualify for full
refunds. Passenger-initiated
cancellations incur penalties.
Indigo’s apology referencing
“serious operational failures”
avoided acknowledging its struc-
tural failure from deliberate cost
minimisation at the cost of safe-
ty. The DGCA, for its part, had
18 months to monitor staffing,
enforce phased compliance, and
prevent a meltdown. Instead, it
overlooked basic indicators, al-
lowed timeline extensions, and
failed to ensure readiness. A reg-

- - Shivaji Sarkar a self-inflicted crisis that dis- fected passengers supported a  ditional pilots to comply with  ulator operating with 53% staff
change yourself. That is something you have charge of. rupted half a million travellers,  class-action lawsuit under the  the new FDTL roster limits. vacancies cannot enforce safety
JIM ROHN paralysed airports across the  Consumer Protection Act. The The economics are simple:  standards effectively.
) . THE country, and exposed the soft  fiasco revived demand for a  hiringthose 1,000 pilots at about India’s aviation system cannot
“ Reflect upon your present blessings of which every man has UNCOMFORTABLE underbelly of India’s regulato-  National Air Passenger Rights ~ Rs 60 lakh per year each would  be held hostage to one airline’s

many - not on your past misfortunes, of which all men have

ry ecosystem, which looked on

Charter with statutory compen-

have cost roughly Rs 600 crore

decisions. Structural reforms

some. TRUTH IS THAT even as the country’s largest  sation normsand strictenforce- annually. Over 18 months, Indi-  are essential. The DGCA and
CHARLES DICKENS THE LAPSE airline flew into turbulence of = ment, instead of the toothless  Go saved an estimated Rs 1,400  Civil Aviation Ministry must

its own making. advisories currently in place.  crore by not hiring them. This  be held accountable for lax over-

TH IS D AY IN H I STO RY WAS NOT ONLY . The economig damage was  What makeg thg episode even  was no_t an qvgrsigl}t. It was a sight. Competition laws.mustbe
PREDICTABLE significant. Delhi alone, accord-  more troubling is the fact that ~ strategic decision with predict-  strengthened and public-sector

ingtothe Chamber of Tradeand  IndiGo, a carrier that com-  ableconsequences. Evenasthe  aviation revived to ensure real

B 1791: The first 10 amendments to the US Constitution—the Bill of Rights, BUT- Industry (CTI), suffered nearly = mands nearly 60% of India’s  FDTL deadline approached, In-  competition. Nearly 18 crore
traditionally defined as a collection of mutually reinforcing guarantees of ARGUABLY — Rs 1,000 crore in losses across  domestic aviation market, could  diGo continued acceptingbook-  passengers who fly annually in
individual rights and limitations on federal and state governments—were business events, tourism, hos-  have foreseen everything. Noth-  ings at full capacity. When the  India cannot remain vulnerable
adopted as a single unit. PROFITABLE FOR pitality, and exhibitionsaspas-  ingabout the crisis was unfore-  collapse occurred, it triggereda  to corporate decisions and regu-
THE AIRLINE senger movement collapsed. For ~ seeable or unpreventable. And  second financial pipeline. Indi-  latory complacency that threaten

Il 1890: The Lakota (Teton) chief Sitting Bull was killed on the Grand River
in South Dakota by Native police and soldiers who had been sent by
the U.S. government to arrest him so as to prevent him from leading an

insurrection.

W 1939: A citywide celebration accompanied the premiere of Gone with the
Wind in Atlanta, Georgia, on this day in 1939. Actresses Vivien Leigh and
Hattie McDaniel and director Victor Fleming were among those who won
Academy Awards for their work on a film that has a controversial legacy.

Il 1978: US recognizes China. 30 years after the creation of the People's
Republic of China, President Jimmy Carter announced that the United
States would formally recognize the communist country starting January
1, 1979. The announcement also called for the severing of relations with
Taiwan, a position that was quickly reversed under protests.

W 1997: Janet Jagan was elected president of Guyana, becoming the first
elected female president in South America and the first white president of
Guyana.

IndiGo, independent estimates
peg the financial impact at
roughly Rs 1,800 crore, driven by
mass refunds, waived fees, and
the evaporation of peak-season
revenue. Between December

the uncomfortable truth is that
the lapse was not only predict-
able but—arguably—profitable
for the airline. It was a rational,
cost-saving choice.

IndiGo’s Board of Directors

Go’s opaque delay-management
practice involves extending de-
lays in small increments—two
hours, then another two—until
passengers, exhausted and help-
less, cancel their tickets them-

safety. The IndiGo crisis isnot a
one-off collapse. It is a warning
of what happens when market
dominance collides with weak
oversight.
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Data-driven administration

Sir, India’s first-ever digital census marks a transformative shift in
the way the nation collects and manages demographic data. Moving
away from the paper-based enumeration, the digital census leverages
mobile applications, cloud storage and real-time data validation to im-
prove accuracy, efficiency and transparency. Enumerators equipped
with handheld devices can instantly upload information, reducing
delays, duplication and human error that plagued earlier exercises.
The digital format also enables faster data processing, allowing poli-
cymakers to access timely insights for planning welfare schemes, in-

Energy conservation

Sir, Energy can neither be created nor destroyed,;
it can only be converted from one form to an-
other. Since excessive fossil fuel is detrimental
to man and environment, the conservation of
energy in its different forms is a pressing need.
The issue of global warming has put energy
conservation at the top of the agenda of world
leaders. There are no two thoughts about “saving
energy is akin to saving the earth.” Even if the

' -
words). Contributors are [(‘l/ /

requested to send their contact # b
numbers and full postal -
address/email ID. They may also send in
their valuable comments, opinion and
suggestions, preferably by email, to:
edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

frastructure development and targeted social interventions. Features
such as geo-tagging and automated checks help ensure better coverage
and inclusion, especially in remote and urban migrant populations.
However, the transition is not without challenges. Concerns over
data privacy, cybersecurity and digital literacy must be addressed
through strong safeguards and training. If implemented responsibly,
the digital census can become a powerful tool for evidence-based
governance, marking a significant step toward a more data-driven
and responsive administration.

resources are not present in abundance, priori-
tisation of energy utilisation can work wonders.
Newer energies like the solar energy have been
extensively experimented and prudently used.
Companies and industries have to be “energy
compliant.” The “National Energy Conserva-
tion Day” observed on 14 December is aimed at
spreading awareness among the people on this
important aspect.

‘GLAD | QUIT DRINKING’

juggler, driving to his next

performance, was stopped by
the police. “What are those knives
doing in your car?” asked the
officer. “I juggle them in my act.”
“Oh yeah?” says the cop. “Let's
see you do it.” So the juggler starts
tossing and juggling the knives.

guy driving by sees this and says,
“Wow, am I glad | quit drinking.
Look at the test they're making you
do now!”

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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=3 Int’l media criticises City of Joy

Kolkata’s image takes
serious hit after Lionel
Messi's much-hyped
visit to the Salt Lake
Stadium Saturday
lasted 22 minutes,
just enough to
underline the state
administration's
mismanagement that
led to chaotic scenes

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, Dec 14: After the cha-
os at Yuva Bharati Krirangan,
also known as Salt Lake Stadi-
um, in Kolkata during Lionel
Messi's event, the image of
Kolkata has taken a beating on
the international stage as the
vandalism made headlines in
major newspapers and media
houses across the world.

From the US 'The New York
Times' to the UK's "The Guard-
ian' and 'BBC', the chaos and
vandalism found a mention
there. The incident was also
reported in the Spanish and
French media.

The headline in the New
York Times read, ‘Lionel Mes-
si's India tour organiser 'de-
tained', says police after 'deep-
ly disturbing chaos'. When that
report was written, the organis-
er of Messi's 'Goat India Tour",
Satadru Dutta, had not yet been
arrested. The police had only
detained him at first. Later,
Satadru was arrested.

In alengthy report, the 'New

York Times' described the
events at Yuva Bharati. They
wrote that Messi was barely
visible. Where he was sup-
posed to be at Yuva Bharati
for more than an hour, securi-
ty guards quickly escorted him
off the field.

West Bengal Director Gen-
eral of Police Rajeev Kumar's
statement and Governor CV
Ananda Bose's press conference
were also included in their re-

- POLARISATION VS FRAGMENTATION

|dentity politics to change
Bengal’s electoral landscape

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 14: The All
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Musli-
meen (AIMIM), led by five-time
Lok Sabha MP from Hyderabad
Asaduddin Owaisi, has again
set its focus on the Muslim
dominated constituencies in
West Bengal after the Bihar
mandate.

In 2020-21, following the
party’s five-seat toehold in
the 243-member Bihar Assem-
bly, AIMIM leader Asaduddin
Owaisi had turned his attention
towards West Bengal election.

But he later learnt that Hy-
derabadi Biriyani, a delicacy
from the region where his par-
ty is based, cannot be served in
a state that favours the Avadhi
variety.

Thus, he sought out a local
chef who could tweak it to suit
local palate. The AIMIM leader-
ship approached Pirzada Abbas
Siddiqui, founder of the just-
then-launched India Secular
Front (ISF).

The meeting went well, but
the Pirzada was intent on ally-
ing with the Congress and Left
Front against the ruling Trina-
mool Congress in West Bengal.

This grouping was not too
hopeful of AIMIM finding fa-
vour among Bengali Muslims
whose language and culture
were different.

Owaisi decided to pull back;
and in the days that followed,
his party witnessed an erosion
in both Bihar and West Bengal.

But now, after a Bihar poll
redux, Owaisi may have a new
alliance in sight in the adjacent
state. The recently suspended
Trinamool MLA Humayun
Kabir has positioned himself
as a new minority leader in
West Bengal.

His contentious “Babri Mas-
jid” project has catapulted him
into national recognition.

He claims strong grassroots
support and has already de-
clared his political plans. He
will soon launch a political
party to contest 135 of West
Bengal's 294 seats in next year's

Assembly election.

His strategy centres on as-
sertive minority mobilisation
and symbolic projects like
the mosque foundation-laying
event to consolidate a distinct
constituency base.

Reports indicate substantial
donations running into crores
and outreach beyond the state,
which Kabir may find conve-
nient through the AIMIM.

Both follow identity-based
minority politics, driven by a
singular personality with reli-
gious overtones; yet, there may
be compatibility differences,
mainly on strategy and local
issues.

Kabir is a rising regional ac-
tor with clear ambitions to be
a “kingmaker” where he has
predicted that no political party
will come close to the halfway
mark in the Assembly.

As things stand now, tactical
seat adjustment with AIMIM
seems a possibility in a few
seats, but a full statewide tie-up
is still uncertain.

At this time, Kabir appears
to be seeking allies, and the
AIMIM state unit is reportedly
open, but the latter’s central
leadership still exhibits some
caution.

Meanwhile, the AIMIM, up-
beat from another, similar, Bi-
har mandate, is building up its
base in Murshidabad district,
where Muslim population is
said to be some 70 per cent of
the demography.

In adjacent Malda, a district
with over 50 per cent Muslim
population, Owaisi's party is
hunting for new offices and
office-bearers. In the case of an
electoral fragmentation, with at
least three Muslim-centred out-
fits — led by Owaisi, Siddiqui,
and Kabir - along with the Tri-
namool, Congress, and the Left
coalition vying for the spoils,
anti-BJP votes will be widely
split in several constituencies.

Anticipating that, as some
on-ground reports suggest,
Kabir may try to woo the ISF,
Congress and the Left leader-
ship to agree to a seat sharing
equation -- at least in crucial
seats -- so that he can evolve
as the "kingmaker" he aspires
to be. However, he should know
that the leaders he has to indulge
are more experienced and astute
than he probably assumes. One
thing is certain, West Bengal’s
Assembly election 2026 will wit-
ness identity politics and po-
larisation to an extent that the
sundry Bengali people may not
have imagined.

port. The report also mentioned
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee's apology regarding the in-
cident and the formation of an
inquiry committee.

The New York Times also
noted state Sports Minister
Arup Biswas's comment, "I will
not say anything."

The American newspaper
also included a reference to
cricket in its report, writing
that Kolkata, the capital of

People ride bicycles across a mustard field against the setting sun, in Nadia, West Bengal, Sunday

West Bengal, has a significant
number of football fans. Yet,
cricket is the most popular
sport in India.

The BBC's headline read,
"Angry fans throw chair and
bottles at Messi event in Kol-
kata." In its report, the BBC
wrote that officials and poli-
ticians surrounded Messi to
such an extent that he became
annoyed after a short time.
After being on the field for

only 22 minutes, Messi was
taken away for security rea-
sons. This caused the crowd
at Yuva Bharati to become
aggressive, and they started
throwing chairs and bottles.

The BBC report stated that
Messi's visit to India was
marked by chaos in Kolkata.
Some people had bought tick-
ets for Rs 12,000 just to catch
a glimpse of Messi, but he was
barely visible from most parts
of the stadium.

The BBC report also men-
tioned Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee's apology, stating
that she was "deeply saddened
and shocked" by the incident.

The Yuva Bharati incident
also made headlines in the me-
dia of Spain and France, the
two countries where Messi
has played club football. The
Spanish sports daily 'Marca'
ran the headline, "Absolute
Chaos". They wrote that the
Inter Miami player entered
the field but left within just 22
minutes. The fans had spent
thousands of rupees just to
see him.

The French daily 'L'Equipe’
headlined the Yuva Bhara-
ti incident as "Disturbing".
They wrote that Messi was
on a promotional tour. The
crowd surrounding him led
to extreme frustration among
the spectators. The experience
at the stadium was traumatic
for the fans.

Many are saying that West
Bengal, and Kolkata in partic-
ular, has become a topic of dis-
cussion on the international
stage after a long time and for
the wrong reasons.
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Rajasthan sees
solar revolution

The desert state contributes over 27%

[

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, Dec 14: Once known
primarily for its forts, folklore,
and vast deserts, Rajasthan is
rapidly redefining its iden-
tity, this time as the beating
heart of India’s clean energy
revolution.

Powered by abundant sun-
shine, decisive governance,
and bold policy reforms, the
desert state is steadily emerg-
ing as the country’s foremost
solar energy hub.

At the centre of this trans-
formation is Pugal in Bikan-
er, where India’s largest solar
park is taking shape.

With a planned capacity of
2,450 megawatts and a mas-
sive 5,000 megawatt-hours of
battery energy storage, the
project is a landmark not just
for Rajasthan, but for India’s
renewable energy ambitions.

Complementing it are four
large battery energy storage
projects, together offering
nearly 6,000 megawatt-hours
of storage at an investment of
Rs 6,000 crore.

Remarkably, these projects
have secured the lowest tariffs
in the country and are expected
to be operational by November
2027, officials from the Chief
Minister’s Office confirmed.

Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Jogaram Patel informed
that the Cabinet has approved
the conditional allocation of
land for major renewable en-
ergy initiatives.

This includes 161.45 hectares
in Karni Sar, Bhatiyan village
(Pugal tehsil, Bikaner) and
356.25 hectares in Kharnai vil-
lage (Rawatbhata tehsil, Chit-
torgarh) for the development of
solar power projects.

Additionally, 70.6 hectares
in Sokharu, Barmer district,
have been allocated to Power-
grid Barmer-1 Transmission
Limited for establishing a 765
KV substation.

These measures will en-
hance the state’s renewable
energy transmission network
and ensure a reliable power
supply to citizens, he said.

These storage facilities are
game-changers. They will help
meet peak electricity demand,
reduce dependence on expen-
sive power purchases, and en-
sure round-the-clock energy
availability—bringing India
closer to true energy self-reli-
ance, officials added.

solar capacity

Also, Rajasthan’s renewable
energy capacity has now in-
creased to an impressive 41,189
megawatts, with solar power
alone accounting for 35,337
megawatts. This means the
state contributes 27.2 per cent
of India’s total solar capacity
and 16.43 per cent of the coun-
try’s overall renewable energy
capacity, firmly establishing it-
self as a national leader.

What makes this growth
even more striking is its pace.
In just the last two years, Ra-
jasthan has added 17,820 mega-
watts of renewable energy ca-
pacity - 17,326 megawatts of it
solar.

Additionally, projects to-
talling 45 gigawatts are cur-
rently under various stages of
development. Together, these
figures position Rajasthan as
the backbone of India’s solar
energy future.

Desert state’s solar success
is not confined to large-scale
parks in remote deserts.

Rajasthan has also emerged
as a national leader in decen-
tralised solar energy, driven
by the effective rollout of flag-
ship central schemes such as
PM-KUSUM and PM Suryaghar
Yojana.

Under Components A and
C of PM-KUSUM, more than
1,470 grid-connected small
solar power projects with a
combined capacity of over
2,345 megawatts have been es-
tablished in villages and ham-
lets over the past two years,
ranking Rajasthan first in the
country.

Under the PM Suryaghar
Yojana, Rajasthan has in-
stalled 1,09,209 rooftop solar
systems with a total capacity
of 441 megawatts in less than
two years.

Based on installations, the
state ranks fifth nationally,
helping families reduce elec-
tricity bills while contributing
to environmental sustainabili-
ty. From powering homes and
farms with affordable electric-
ity to anchoring India’s clean
energy goals, solar energy is
transforming lives across Ra-
jasthan.

What was once seen as a
harsh desert landscape is now
being reimagined as a vast, nat-
ural powerhouse. New dawn,
new identity, Rajasthan is not
merely witnessing India’s so-
lar revolution. It is leading it,
said officials.

Flamingos paint Rajasthan’s Sambhar Salt Lake pink

AGENCIES

Jaipur, Dec 14: A spectacular
winter display has transformed
Rajasthan's Sambhar Salt Lake
into a sea of pink as thousands
of migratory flamingos have ar-
rived for the season, attracting
birdwatchers and tourists from
across the region.

The annual migration along
the Central Asian Flyway has
brought an unusually large
number of flamingos to the
lake near Jaipur, turning its
shallow saline waters into a
vibrant spectacle.

Experts say favourable con-
ditions this year, including
good water levels and abun-
dant food, have encouraged
large flocks to settle at the
lake. It is a key stopover and
wintering ground for both
Greater and Lesser Flamin-
gos, which travel long dis-
tances to reach this habitat.
Spanning approximately 240
square kilometres, the lake
attracts exotic birds from
countries like Russia, Sibe-

= < ;‘—
ria, and Mongolia.

Bird expert Gaurav
Dadhich said that the an-
nual migration to Sambhar
Lake typically begins in Oc-
tober and lasts until March,

with the peak arrival usually
seen in October. The lake sees
large flocks of Lesser Flamin-
gos and Greater Flamingos,
along with several species of
ducks and other migratory

birds. Having studied the ar-
ea for over 12 years, Dadhich
shared that he has document-
ed more than 300 bird species
at Sambhar. He added that
this year's higher rainfall

has created ideal conditions,
leading to a significant rise
in bird numbers. "At present,
around 2 to 2.5 lakh flamin-
gos can be spotted in the lake
area," he said.

The stunning scenery and
the vibrant birdlife have be-
come a major draw for tour-
ists, birdwatchers, photog-
raphers, and nature lovers.
"The lake offers a breath-
taking panoramic view that
makes the presence of the fla-
mingos even more magical,"
he added.

The striking sight has
drawn photographers, na-
ture enthusiasts, and re-
searchers eager to witness
the migratory birds feeding,
resting, and flying across
the pink-tinged landscape.
With winter underway, the
large numbers of flamingos
also highlight the ecological
importance of Sambhar Salt
Lake, India's largest inland
salt lake and a designated
Ramsar wetland site that
supports diverse birdlife.




“ In the journey from 2014 to
2025, under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the mindset and the way of work-
ing changed. At the international
level, India's identity also changed.
Today, wherever we go carrying the
Indian passport, the honour and re-
spect one gets abroad as an Indian,
it was never the same before 2014

ISRO LINES UP 7 LAUNCHES

ISRO has lined up seven launch missions by
March next year, including one to demonstrate
home-built electric propulsion systems for
satellite and quantum key distribution tech-
nologies, and the first uncrewed mission of
the Gaganyaan project. The first of the seven
launches is expected to take place next week
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PIYUSH GOYAL I UNION COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

@m=99' Rahul vows to remove ‘Modi-RSS’ govt

g Oppn claims ‘blatant

place at the glob-
al level. When |
made that post,
many asked me
to explain what | meant. My
statement was based on a hy-
pothetical political possibility.
If someone from Maharashtra
were to become prime minister,
the present prime minister
would have to step down. | only
underlined the possibility

of a change

PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN | SENIOR CONG LEADER

I hope the
‘ BJP will be
seen making

further gains
in Kerala in the
coming times
MOHAN YADAV |
MADHYA PRADESH CM

The number
‘ of bene-
ficiaries

under the 'rights’ l’, ‘?t‘

scheme for wom- ¢

en that provides Y
%1,000 per month

assistance has increased to
1.30 crore with the inclusion of
17 lakh

beneficiaries days ago

M K STALIN | TN cM

SHORT TAKES

™' Drug supply module
busted; four held

Chandigarh: Punjab Police
Sunday said it has busted a
drug supply module linked
to foreign-based smugglers
after nabbing four people
with drugs and a weapon.
The Counter Intelligence (CI)
wing of the Amritsar Police
recovered 4 kg of heroin, one
pistol, five cartridges and

Rs 3.90 lakh in cash from the
men, said Director General of
Police Gaurav Yadav. Police
also impounded their two
two-wheelers, which they
were using to deliver the
consignments. Yuvraj Singh,
Varinder Singh, Jagroop
Singh and Jugraj Singh from
Amritsar have been arrested.

Woman murdered
inside Delhi temple

New Delhi: A 48-year-old
woman was stabbed to

death inside a temple in east
Delhi's Mansarovar Park area
Sunday, triggering panic

and prompting the police to
form multiple teams to track
down the killers. The incident
occurred around noon inside
a temple located within the
DDA Flats complex, when the
victim was offering prayers.

Maha legislature
session prorogued

Nagpur: The Maharashtra
legislature session was
prorogued Sunday, with
Speaker Rahul Narwekar
informing the Assembly

that the budget session will
commence from February

23 next year. Narwekar and
legislative council Chairperson
Ram Shinde read out the
message of the Governor

on proroguing the session

in the respective Houses of
the legislature. During the
seven-day Winter session
held in Nagpur, the Lower
House functioned for 72 hours
and 35 minutes, with a daily
average of 10.22 hours, while
only 10 minutes were wasted,
Narwekar said, adding that
16 of the 18 bills tabled in the
Assembly were cleared.

Arunachal accident: 3
more bodies retrieved

Itanagar: Three more bodies
were retrieved Sunday from
the deep gorge in Arunachal
Pradesh's Anjaw district,
where a mini-truck with 22
labourers onboard from Assam
fell, a senior official said.

So far, 20 bodies have been
recovered from the accident
site since Friday, State Disaster
Management Secretary Dani
Salu said in a statement here.
The bodies were handed over
to the families, Salu said.

New Delhi, Dec 14: Alleging
that “vote chori” was in the
BJP's DNA, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi Sunday said his
party stood with ‘satya’ (truth)
and vowed to remove the

“Narendra Modi-RSS govern-
ment” from power.

Addressing the party’s
‘Vote Chor Gaddi Chhod’ ral-
ly at the Ramlila Maidan here,
he launched a scathing attack
on the Election Commission
and mentioned the names of
Chief Election Commission-
er Gyanesh Kumar, and Elec-
tion Commissioners Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Vivek
Joshi to allege that they were
working for the BJP.

“We will stand with ‘satya’
(truth) and will remove the Na-
rendra Modi-RSS government
from power. They have ‘satta’
(power), and they indulge in
‘vote chori’,” the Leader of Op-
position in the Lok Sabha said.

Claiming that truth is in the
DNA of those following the Con-
gress ideology, he alleged that
there is untruth and “vote cho-
ri” in the DNA of the BJP-RSS.

“You should not fear, in the
end we will remove Narenda
Modi, Amit Shah and the RSS
government from power by fol-
lowing the path of truth,” he said.
Asserting that it may take time,
but truth will ultimately win, the
former Congress chief said,

“We'll work with truth and
non-violence to defeat Modi and
(Amit) Shah.”

Rahul Gandhi was accom-
panied by Congress chief Mal-
likarjun Kharge and Congress
Parliamentary Party chairper-
son Sonia Gandhi at the Ram-
lila ground, where party work-
ers in large numbers gathered

CIVIC POLL RESULTS
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PIYANKA HITS OUT AT BJP, EC

NEW DELHI: Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on Sunday
challenged the BJP to win a fair election on the ballot paper and
asserted that the election commissioners would have to answer to

the country one day as to how they "conspired" to take away people's
voting rights and made every step of the poll process "suspicious". As
the Congress intensified its campaign against alleged "vote theft" with
its 'Vote Chor, Gaddi Chhod' rally at the Ramlila grounds in the national
capital, the party general secretary claimed that the BJP cannot win
elections without the help of the Election Commission (EC).

to protest against “vote chori”.

The party has collected
around six crore signatures
against alleged vote theft from
every corner of the country,
and will be presenting the same
to the President of India.

Later, in a post on X, Rahul
Gandhi said, “Theft is in the
BJP’s DNA.”

“Money theft - land theft -
institution theft - rights theft
- employment theft - Mandate
theft - government theft - elec-
tion theft - vote theft. Theft from
the people is the ladder to pow-
er for the BJP,” he said.

Referring to recent speech of
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat in

Violence reported in several parts of Kerala
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Kozhikode (Kerala), Dec 14:
Violence erupted at various
places across Kerala, particu-
larly in the northern districts,
following the announcement of
local body election results on De-
cember 13, police said Sunday.

In Eramala in Kozhikode
district, tension prevailed
throughout the Saturday night
after the Indira Gandhi Bhavan,
a Congress office, was allegedly
attacked by CPI(M) workers.

According to an FIR reg-
istered at Edachery police
station, around 200 people
marched towards the Con-
gress office carrying weapons
and vandalised the building,
causing damage estimated at
around %5 lakh.

A statue of the late Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi was al-
so damaged in the attack, police

said. Soon after, UDF activists
gathered at the spot, further
aggravating the situation.

However, with the deployment
of additional police personnel,
the situation was brought under
control, an officer said. Police
said another violent incident
was reported at Marad, where
stones were allegedly pelted at a
UDF victory procession, leaving
several people injured.

In Sultan Bathery in
Wayanad district, police reg-
istered a case after a car car-
rying a UDF activist and his
family members was allegedly
attacked by around 40 CPI(M)
workers, an official said.

Sultan Bathery police al-
so booked UDF activists in a
separate incident for alleged-
ly attacking a CPI(M) worker
who objected to the bursting
of crackers near his house, the
officer added.

Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Rahul Gandhi said that “Mohan
Bhagwat says the world does not
see truth but power, and whoev-
er has power is regarded”.
“Vishwa satya ko nahi,
shakti ko dekhta hai, jiske pas
shakti hai, usko manta hai...
bhale mann se nahi, par manta
jaroor hai (The world does not
acknowledge only truth; it also
acknowledges strength. It may
not accept the strength from the
heart, but it does accept it),”
Bhagwat had said on Saturday.
Gandhi said, “Our ideology,
our country’s ideology and our
Hindu religion and other reli-
gions say that truth is most

Foreign tourists interact with a ‘sadhu’ on a winter morning, at Assi Ghat in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

important, but Mohan Bhagwat
says truth has no significance,
only power is important.”

Gandhi also claimed that the
BJP transferred 10,000 during
Bihar elections, but the poll au-
thority did not take any action
against them.

The Congress leader claimed
that people from Uttar Pradesh
and even Brazilian women vot-
ed in Haryana polls.

He said the EC did not an-
swer even a single question
posed to them about Haryana
and other elections which were
“stolen” by the BJP.

Alleging that the BJP gov-
ernment works for two-three
crony capitalists, he said these
signatures have been collected
from across the country and at
every corner, there is a slogan
‘vote chor, gaddi chhod’.

“We showed how votes were
added and deleted, but the EC
never replied to us. It may take
time, but the truth shall win in
India... Mahatma Gandhi has
shown the path of truth and we
will move on that path.”

“Nafrat se nahin, hinsa se
nahin, satya aur ahinsa ke
saath (Not with hatred, not
with violence, but with truth
and non-violence), we will de-
feat Narendra Modi and Amit
Shah,” Gandhi claimed.

He also claimed that they
ruined small businesses, im-
plemented wrong GST, and
problems like unemployment
and pollution are there due
to "vote theft". "Had they not
been indulging in vote chori,
you would have removed them
from government in 5 minutes.
This is the truth," he said.

"Like truth is in your DNA,
there is untruth and vote chori
in their DNA," Gandhi told the
gathering amid applause.

malpractices’ by AAP
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Chandigarh, Dec 14: A voter
turnout of 48 per cent was re-
corded in the zila parishad and
panchayat samiti elections in
Punjab on Sunday, even as the
opposition parties claimed "bla-
tant electoral malpractices" at
the behest of the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party.

Elections were held to elect
members of 347 zones of 22 zila
parishads and 2,838 zones of 153
panchayat samitis, for which
more than 9,000 candidates are
in the fray, officials said.

The polling began at 8 am
and continued till 4 pm. The
counting of votes will take
place December 17.

No loss of life or major clash
was reported from anywhere,
the State Election Commission
(SEC) said in a statement.

However, there were reports
of stone pelting and clashes be-
tween workers of rival parties
at a few places.

The SEC has ordered
re-polling at a few zones in
Amritsar, Barnala, Muktsar,
Gurdaspur and Jalandhar
districts Monday.

In the morning, Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann appealed to
the voters to come out in large
numbers to cast their ballot.
Later, Mann and his wife went
to a polling booth in Sangrur
district to cast their votes.

Replying to reporters'
queries, the chief minister
trashed the opposition's
charge that AAP was "mis-
using" government machin-
ery in the polls, and said it
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No Cov vax link to youngsters’ deaths: AIIMS study

Sudden death in young adults is a significant concern requiring targeted public health strategies, the study said, underlying
coronary artery disease remains the leading cause and that respiratory and unexplained deaths warrant further investigation
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New Delhi, Dec 14: A com-
prehensive, one-year autop-
sy-based observational study
conducted at AIIMS, Delhi,
has found no evidence linking
COVID-19 vaccination with
sudden deaths among young
adults, reaffirming the safety
of Covid vaccines.

Sudden death in young adults
is a significant concern requir-
ing targeted public health strat-
egies, the study said, underlying
coronary artery disease remains
the leading cause and that respi-
ratory and unexplained deaths
warrant further investigation.

The study, titled “Burden of
Sudden Death in Young Adults:
A One-Year Observational
Study at a Tertiary Care Centre
in India”, has been published in
the Indian Journal of Medical
Research (IJMR), the flagship
journal of the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR).

The research involved a
detailed evaluation of sudden
death cases through verbal au-
topsy, post-mortem imaging,
conventional autopsy, and his-
topathological examination,

=

carried out by a multidisci-
plinary team of experts.

The study examined sudden
deaths among adults aged 18-
45 over a one-year period. No
statistically significant asso-
ciation was found between
COVID-19 vaccination status
and sudden deaths in the young
population, the study said.

Cardiovascular system-re-
lated causes constituted the
most common cause of death
in young, followed by respira-
tory-related causes and other
non-cardiac conditions, the
study said.

The COVID-19 illness histo-
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ry and vaccination status were
found to be comparable between
younger and older age groups,
with no causal link identified.
The findings are consistent with
global scientific evidence affirm-
ing the safety and effectiveness
of COVID-19 vaccines.

Dr Sudheer Arava, Profes-
sor at AIIMS, New Delhi, as-
serted that the publication of
this study assumes particular
significance in light of mis-
leading claims and unverified
reports suggesting a connection
between COVID-19 vaccination
and sudden deaths.

He highlighted that the find-

ings do not support such claims
and emphasised that scientific,
evidence-based research must
guide public understanding and
discourse. Health experts reit-
erated that sudden deaths in
young individuals, while trag-
ic, are often related to under-
lying, sometimes undiagnosed
medical conditions, especially
cardiovascular diseases, and
require focused public health
interventions such as early
screening, lifestyle modifica-
tion, and timely medical care.
Dr Arava added, “Citizens are
advised to rely on credible sci-
entific sources and avoid misin-
formation that may undermine
public confidence in proven
public health interventions.”
The cross-sectional study was
conducted at the departments of
Pathology and Forensic Med-
icine and Toxicology, AIIMS,
Delhi, from May 2023 to April
2024, and cases meeting the
definition of sudden death were
included, excluding trauma, sui-
cide, homicide, and drug abuse.
Verbal autopsy, which in-
volved interaction with the
close relatives and friends of
the deceased regarding the cir-

cumstances of the death, previ-
ous medical history, including
COVID-19 disease and vaccina-
tion, drug abuse, smoking and
alcohol habits were noted in a
standard proforma with proper
informed consent. All the au-
topsies were conducted within
48 hours of death.

Each case underwent whole-
body imaging, autopsy, and
histopathological examination.
A multidisciplinary team com-
prising forensic experts, patholo-
gists, radiologists, and clinicians
determined the cause of death.

Comparative analysis was
performed between sudden
death in young adults (18-45)
and older adults (46-65).

A total of 2,214 cases were
received at the forensic mortu-
ary during the study period, in
which cases meeting the crite-
ria of sudden death were 180.

Among the total sudden
deaths, sudden death in young
(18-45) accounted for 57.2 per
cent (103) and sudden death in
old (46-65) accounted for 42.8
per cent (77). The incidence of
sudden death in young people
among the total autopsied cases
(2,214) accounted for 4.7 per cent.

showed their "admission
to defeat". Mann's remarks
came after the opposition
Congress and Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) accused the
AAP of indulging in "blatant
electoral malpractices" and
slammed the SEC for "fail-
ing" to conduct the polls in
a fair manner.

Punjab Congress chief Am-
rinder Singh Raja Warring
alleged that a polling booth
was captured at Babania vil-
lage in Muktsar district at
the behest of the local AAP
MLA. Claiming that polling
agents were asked to leave
the booth by some "miscre-
ants", Warring said he spoke
to the Muktsar SSP and filed
a complaint with the SEC.
"Hooliganism will not be tol-
erated," Warring said.

The SAD also lodged a com-
plaint alleging booth capturing
in Babania. Gurdaspur MLA
and Congress leader Barind-
ermeet Singh Pahra accused a
presiding officer at Chanhiya
village of casting fake votes.

Pahra said three women
staffers deployed at the polling
booth raised an objection to the
conduct of the presiding officer,
who was replaced later.

The incident was brought to
the notice of the deputy com-
missioner and the SEC, after
which an official inquired
about it, he said.

In Tarn Taran's Kazi Kot
village, AAP and SAD work-
ers pelted stones at each other,
while in Ferozepur's Betu Kad-
im village, two groups threw
stones at each other.

University of Patanjali
named Cluster center by
Gyan Bharatam Mission

AGENCIES

Haridwar, December 14:
University of Patanjali was rec-
ognised as a “Cluster Center”
by the Gyan Bharatam Mis-
sion, Ministry of Culture, at
a ceremony held in Haridwar
today. In this regard an MoU
was signed in the presence of
Patanjali University’s Chancel-
lor Yogaguru Swami Ramdev,
Vice-Chancellor Dr Acharya
Balkrishna, and Gyan Bharat-
am Mission’s Project Director
Dr Anirban Dash, Dr Sridhar
Barik (Coordinator, NMM),
and Vishwaranjan Malik (Co-
ordinator, Digitization, NMM).

On this occasion Yogagu-
ru Swami Ramdev expressed
his gratitude to the Honorable
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Ji, Home Minister Amit Shah Ji,
Culture Minister Gajendra Shek-
hawat Ji and the entire team of
the Gyan Bharatam Mission.

Dr Acharya Balkrishna in-
formed that so far 33 MoUs
have been signed under this
mission, of which 20 are Clus-
ter Centers. Of these 8 are
universities and University of
Patanjali is the first yoga edu-
cation-based Cluster Center.
He informed that University of
Patanjali has already preserved
more than 50,000 ancient texts,
digitised 42 lakh pages and
undertaken the research and
republication of more than
40 manuscripts. As a Cluster
Center of Gyan Bharatam,
Patanjali will now be able to
further enhance this work and
train and encourage 20 centers,
connecting them to this mission
and contributing to the preser-
vation of Indian culture. Dr
Anirban Dash, Project Direc-
tor of Gyan Bharatam Mission,
highlighted that the University
of Patanjali, as a cluster center,
will conduct research on Yoga
and Ayurveda manuscripts and
link it to an educational revolu-
tion. Dr Sadhvi Devpriya, Dean
of Humanities and Ancient
Studies, along with other fac-
ulty, students, and researchers
from Patanjali Research Insti-
tute, attended the event.




@orissa

MONDAY | DECEMBER 15, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

national

&b

On behalf of the people of
India, | extend my sincere
condolences to the families
who lost their loved ones.
We stand in solidarity with

T'GANA GRAM PANCHAYAT
POLLS: OVER 85% TURNOUT

Over 85 per cent of eligible voters
exercised their franchise in the
second phase of gram panchayat
elections in Telangana Sunday, the

e

the people of Australia in
this hour of grief
NARENDRA MODI | PRIME MINISTER

SEC said. The elections concluded
peacefully, and the counting of
votes was underway as of 8 pm
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Delhi chokes as

Inquiry panel members
Inspect Salt Lake stadium

| want to
openly P ‘
welcome all e
Congress workers
and supporters
who are fed up =

with the repeated ===

collusion of Congress with the BJP.
If you truly want to defeat the BJP
and bring honest governance to
Goa, only AAP can do it.

This fight is not about parties,

it is about saving Goa

ARVIND KEJRIWAL | AAP CHIEF
The rupee
becoming
the weakest e

against the dollar N

in history shows "
that all the data 'i ,
and claims made

by the BJP government about the
economy are entirely untrue and
concocted

AKHILESH YADAV I SP PRESIDENT

The university
‘ must focus on

innovation,
employability and
entrepreneurship,
while ensuring that
academic initia-

tives respond to local and regional
developmental needs

MANOJ SINHA I J&K LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

POST
OF THE DAY

BIG BREAKING
=\ NEWS
"\ Delhi BJP Govt to
| begin Privatisation
%] of Government
Hospitals built by
AAP Govt. Delhi
Govt under CM @gupta_rekha to
adopt PPP Model and privatise the
11 Under construction Hospitals in
Delhi using Private Funding. These
11 World Class Hospitals were in
final stages of completion by AAP
Govt under @ArvindKejriwal. BJP
_and Modi working against the
interests of Delhi

@DaaruBaazMehta

SHORT TAKES
¥ Police give permission
for Vijay’s meeting

Erode, (Tamil Nadu): Police
gave permission Sunday

for TVK chief Vijay's Erode
public meeting scheduled for
December 18, officials said.

The party's chief coordinator

K A Sengottaiyan, submitted

a petition with the Police and
Revenue department three days
back seeking permission to hold
Vijay's meeting between 11 am
and 1 pm at Vijayamangalam
near here. The land belonged

to a private temple under the
control of HR&CE department.

I Two killed in
road accident

Lohardaga: Two persons
died and another was injured
when a speeding four-wheeler
hit them in Jharkhand's
Lohardaga district Sunday,
police said. The accident
occurred near Block More
under the jurisdiction of Kudu
police station. The deceased
were identified as Satyendra
Sahu (39), a local general
store owner from Kudu Masjid
Chowk, and Rajesh Yadav (45),
a driver from Kewla in Gaya
district, Bihar. “Two people
were killed in the accident,
while another suffered injuries,”
said Ajit Kumar, officer-in-
charge of Kudu police station.

I 4 killed after multiple
vehicles collide

Jaipur: Four people were
killed and at least four others
injured in a road accident in
Rajasthan's Udaipur Sunday
evening, police said. The accident
occurred on the Pindwara
National Highway when multiple
vehicles collided. Girva Deputy
Superintendent of Police Gopal
Chandel said four people died

in the accident. Those trapped
inside the vehicles were rescued

with great difficulty. —
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Kolkata, Dec 14: A day after
spectators went on a rampage
during Argentine football icon
Lionel Messi's event at Salt
Lake stadium here, members
of an inquiry committee vis-
ited the venue Sunday and
took stock of the damage,
officials said.

Chief Secretary Manoj Pant,
one of the members of the pan-
el, told reporters the committee
was hopeful about submitting
the report after 15 days.

The three-member team ex-
amined broken plastic chairs,
twisted metal barricades and
littered galleries during their
on-ground inspection of the
stadium, one of India's largest
football arenas, they said.

Led by Calcutta High Court
retired judge Justice Ashim Ku-
mar Ray, the committee mem-
bers started their inspection
from the point where Messi had
entered the stadium, and tried
to trace his movement, the of-
ficials said.

"We are hopeful about sub-
mitting the report after 15
days. The incident took place
yesterday, and we are here
the next day to take stock of
the situation. Give us some
time," he said. Pant said vid-
eography of different parts
of the venue was conducted
during the day and will be done
as per the requirements of the
investigation later on.

Justice (Retd) Ray said, "To-
day we came and did the inspec-
tion. We cannot share any de-
tails with media immediately."

The panel, also compris-
ing Home Secretary Nandini
Chakravorty, inspected entry
corridors, security arrange-
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Chief organiser sent to 14-day police custody

Kolkata: A court here Sunday sent Satadru Datta, the chief organiser of
the Lionel Messi football event at Salt Lake stadium where chaos erupted a
day ago, to 14-day police custody. Datta was arrested by the Bidhannagar
Police Saturday for alleged mismanagement of the event from Kolkata
airport, where he had gone to see off Messi and his entourage on their way
to Hyderabad. During the hearing, Datta's counsel questioned the basis of
the arrest, stating that his client had been "victimised".

ments during the December 13
event and adjoining galleries,
they said.

Cleaning and restoration
work were halted to allow the
panel to assess the scale of
damage and reconstruct the se-
quence of events that led to the
chaos, one of the officials said.

Scattered footwear, torn
banners, broken railings and
damaged fibreglass seats were
visible across several blocks
of the stadium gallery, while
police personnel guarded sec-
tions of the venue as the panel
examined security arrange-
ments and crowd flow patterns,
another official said.

Officials accompanying the
committee members carried
out videography and photogra-
phy throughout the inspection
to gather evidence on the extent
of vandalism for the investiga-
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People walk along the Amarnath track as fresh snowfall blankets the area, in Baltal, Jammu and Kashmir

tion, he said.

What was supposed to be
a marquee football spectacle
turned into widespread vio-
lence and disorder at the stadi-
um on Saturday after Messi's
brief and tightly ring-fenced
appearance, his first at the ven-
ue since 2011, left large sections
of the crowd frustrated, as they
failed to catch a glimpse of their
superstar despite having trav-
elled from far and wide, paying
hefty sums for tickets.

An FIR has been registered,
and the police have arrested
the main organiser on charges
of mismanagement and public
disorder.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee had on Sat-
urday apologised to Messi and
football fans and announced the
formation of the high-level com-
mittee to ensure accountability.
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air turns ‘severe’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 14: The AQI
in Delhi climbed to 461 Sunday
and marked the city's most pol-
luted day this winter and the
second-worst December air
quality day on record, as weak
winds and low temperatures
trapped pollutants close to the
surface.

The air quality monitoring
station at Wazirpur recorded
the maximum possible Air
Quality Index (AQI) value of 500
during the day, beyond which
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) does not register
data. By 4 pm, 38 of Delhi's 39
active air quality monitoring
stations reported 'severe' pol-
lution levels, according to the
CPCB's Sameer app, with on-
ly Shadipur remaining in the
‘very poor' category.

Rohini also touched 500
during the day, while Ashok Vi-
har, Jahangirpuri and Mundka
recorded AQI readings of 499.

Dense smog engulfed the na-
tional capital, and the AQI rose
from 432 a day earlier to set the
record -- since the AQI monitor-
ing system was introduced in
April 2015. The only instance of
higher pollution in the month
was December 21, 2017, when
the average AQI reached 469.

Although wind speeds are
expected to increase after noon
Monday, forecasts suggest that
any improvement in air quality
will be gradual.

As per the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), an AQI
between zero and 50 is consid-
ered 'good', 51 and 100 'satisfac-
tory', 101 and 200 'moderate’, 201
and 300 'poor’, 301 and 400 'very
poor' and 401 and 500 'severe'.

Health experts warned of se-
rious public health risks due
to the prolonged exposure to
hazardous air.

Shila Yadav, a health expert,
said that with the AQI hovering
between 300 and 400 and even
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breaching the 450 mark, people
should avoid outdoor walking
or exercise, particularly in the
morning hours.

She said while physical ac-
tivity should not be stopped, it
must be shifted indoors, as ex-
posure to polluted air can cause
fine particulate matter such as
PM2.5 to penetrate deep into
the lungs. Yadav advised peo-
ple to step out only when nec-
essary, preferably later in the
day when sunlight improves
dispersion, and said wearing
masks was essential for those
who must go out for work.

She also cautioned against
strenuous activities that in-
volve heavy breathing and
stressed the importance of a
healthy diet, adequate hydra-
tion and consumption of sea-
sonal fruits to help the body
flush out toxins.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM)
Saturday invoked the strict-
est measures (Stage IV) under
its air pollution control plan,
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP), including a ban on all
construction and demolition
activities in Delhi-NCR after
pollution levels rose sharply
amid unfavourable meteoro-
logical conditions.

The Sub-Committee on GRAP
decided to invoke Stage III of
the GRAP earlier Saturday
across the entire NCR with
immediate effect as air quality
continued to worsen.

Never allowed use
of our territory
against B’desh: India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 14: India
Sunday asserted that it has
never allowed its territory to
be used for activities inimical
to the interests of Bangladesh
and pressed for holding the
upcoming parliamentary polls
in that country in a peaceful
atmosphere.

India's reaction came hours
after the Bangladesh foreign
ministry summoned Indian
envoy to Dhaka, Pranay Ver-
ma, and conveyed its concern
over former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina's "incendiary"
statements from Indian soil.

According to a readout re-
leased by Dhaka, the foreign
ministry also brought to Ver-
ma's notice the activities of some
members of Hasina-led Awami
League while staying in India.
"India categorically rejects the
assertions made by the interim
government of Bangladesh in its
press note," the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) said.

It said India has consistently
reiterated its position in favour
of free, fair, inclusive and cred-
ible elections in Bangladesh in
a peaceful atmosphere.

"India has never allowed its
territory to be used for activi-
ties inimical to the interests of
the friendly people of Bangla-
desh," the MEA said.

"We expect that the interim
government of Bangladesh will
take all necessary measures for
ensuring internal law and or-
der, including for the purpose
of holding peaceful elections,"
it said in a statement.

The parliamentary elections
in Bangladesh will be held on
February 12. It will be the first
general election after the col-
lapse of the Hasina government
in August last year following
massive protests. The Awami
League has rejected the elections
saying the interim government
led by Muhammad Yunus will
not be able to hold the polls in
afree and normal environment.

BMC polls: Shinde invokes
‘Dhurandhar’ to target Uddhav
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Nagpur, Dec 14: In a veiled at-
tack on Uddhav Thackeray, Ma-
harashtra Deputy CM Eknath
Shinde Sunday invoked char-
acters from the film Dhurand-
har, saying that the "Rehman
Dakait" who robbed "Mumbai's
treasury" would be given a be-
fitting reply by the "Dhurand-
har Mahayuti" alliance.

The latest attack comes
ahead of the elections to munic-
ipal corporations, including the
crucial Brihanmumbai Munic-
ipal Corporation (BMC).

Speaking during the “last
week resolution” debate in the
state legislature, Shinde used
shayari and sarcasm to target
the Shiv Sena (UBT) chief over
his "brief attendance" in the
legislative council and what he
termed a betrayal of (Hindutva)
ideology.

Referring to the undivided
Shiv Sena's long stint in the
Brihanmumbai Municipal

Corporation, Shinde said, "Who
is this Rehman Dakait who
robbed the Mumbai treasury?
I don't launch personal attacks,
but many such Rehman Dakaits
have come and gone. This ‘Dhu-
randhar Mahayuti' will give a
befitting reply to them. The cur-
rent Mahayuti is just a trailer—
asli picture abhi baaki hai.”

The Mahayuti comprises the
BJP, Shiv Sena and the NCP.

Listing welfare initiatives
of the Mahayuti government,
Shinde lauded the education
minister for introducing a
21-page chapter on Chhatrapa-
ti Shivaji Maharaj in the CBSE
curriculum.

Targeting Thackeray, he
said that one's character does
not improve by speaking ill of
others.

"The person who traded trust
and ideology for power cannot
be a true heir,” Shinde said,
alluding to the Hindutva leg-
acy of Shiv Sena founder Bal
Thackeray.

58 Goa nightclubs face crackdown ahead of Xmas, New Year

As the state, famous for its scenic beaches, gears up for its busiest fortnight spanning Christmas and New Year, the
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Panaji, Dec 14: Goa's nightlife
faces a crackdown ahead of the
Christmas and New Year sea-
son, with the state government
launching an intensive drive to
inspect and seal the establish-
ments flouting norms after a
deadly nightclub fire claimed
25 lives.

As the state, famous for its
scenic beaches, gears up for
its busiest fortnight spanning
Christmas and New Year, the
crackdown has already forced
some nightclubs to shut, while
the fate of others hangs in the
balance.

A team of personnel from the
district administration, fire and

emergency services and police
have been inspecting all the
nightclubs in the North Goa
tourism belt, officials said on
Sunday.

The drive began after the fire
incident at Birch by Romeo
Lane nightclub at Arpora in
North Goa on December 6 left
25 persons dead.

"We are inspecting all the
nightclubs, checking their li-
cences and permissions. Any
club found to be violating the
norms is sealed," government
officer Kabir Shirgaonkar, who
is heading the inspection team,
told PTI.

The team has the power to
seal a club flouting norms im-
mediately, another official said.

So far, the team has sealed
two prominent nightclubs -

Goya Club and Cafe CO2 Goa
- both located at Vagator. Cafe

CO2 Goa was situated on a cliff
overlooking the Arabian Sea in
North Goa.

Shirgaonkar said that Goya
Club was built on agricultural
land, while Cafe CO2 Goa did
not have the No Objection Cer-
tificate (NOC) from the Fire
and Emergency Services De-
partment and lacked structural
stability.

The Fire and Emergency
Services Department has also
ordered revocation of the NOC
granted to Diaz Pool Club and
Bar at Anjuna in North Goa,
another official said.

A surprise inspection was
conducted at the premises
on Saturday, during which it
was observed that the exist-

ing fire prevention and safety
arrangements installed there
were inadequate and required
upgradation, as per the order is-
sued by Divisional Fire Officer
Shripad Gawas.

Meanwhile, A magisterial
inquiry committee has ques-
tioned original landowner
Pradeep Ghadi Amonkar and
Arpora-Nagoa sarpanch Ro-
shan Redkar in connection
with the devastating fire at the
Birch by Romeo Lane nightclub
in North Goa.

Amonkar was summoned
at 3.30 pm Saturday and ques-
tioned till 10.30 pm, his lawyer
Prasenjeet Dhage said, adding
that the panel wanted to know
“why this incident happened”.




CHILE HOLDS ELECTION

Chileans are set to vote in a
closely watched presidential
election run-off Sunday, with
pre-poll surveys showing far-
right opposition candidate
Jose Antonio Kast leading

“ The news
that the

Bondi beach
attack was an an-
tisemitic terrorist
attack against
Jewish families at
a Chanukah event

@ Orissa

MONDAY | DECEMBER 15, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

Nnternational

iayjuotef L 2

Good to see
UK DPM @
DavidLammy

on the sidelines of
Sir Bani Yas Forum
2025

S JAISHANKAR | EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER

When we pro-
‘ mulgated the

Constitution
in 2015, some ele-
ments didn't like
that, as we took 1
a stance which = s h
invited sharp reactions. When we
have reached an agreement (with
China) to convert the land-locked
country into a land-linked one,
many couldn't digest that

K P SHARMA OLI | DEPOSED NEPAL PM

Iraq is now
‘ a normal
country, and

relations between
the UN and Iraq
will become nor-
mal relations with
the end of UNAMI

ANTONIO GUTERRES |
UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL

SHORT TAKES

[ Unrest grips B’desh;
EC demands security

Dhaka: The Election
Commission (EC) has
demanded extra security for
its chief, other commissioners
and officials as fresh unrest
visibly gripped Bangladesh
after gunmen shot an
upcoming parliamentary
polls candidate and frontline
leader of last year's violent
street movement dubbed
‘July Uprising’. “The EC has
written to the Inspector
General of Police (IGP) urging
comprehensive security
arrangements for the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC),
Election Commissioners
(ECs), senior officials of
the Election Commission
Secretariat," the state-run
_ BSS news agency reported on
late Saturday. “

¥ P10 among 4 killed
in temple collapse

Johannesburg: A 52-year-old
Indian-origin man is among
four people killed after a four-
storey Hindu temple under
construction collapsed in South
Africa’s KwaZulu-Natal province,
officials have said. The New
Ahobilam Temple of Protection,
situated on a steep hill in
Redcliffe in north of eThekwini
(formerly Durban), was being
expanded when a section of the
building gave way Friday while
workers were on site.

¥ Indian envoy
in Nepal stable

Kathmandu: Indian
ambassador to Nepal Naveen
Srivastava, who had taken

ill during a hike in Nepal's
Lalitpur district, is stable,
officials said Sunday.
Srivastava was airlifted to
Kathmandu in a Nepal Army
helicopter Saturday after he
experienced sudden health
problems during the hike at
Champadevi hill in the district
situated north of Kathmandu.
He was admitted to Grande
Hospital in Kathmandu, where
he is currently recuperating.

I SL to revive tourism
after Cyclone Ditwah

Colombo: Sri Lankan
authorities will reopen most
tourist destinations and

roll out a series of recovery
measures to revive its
tourism industry affected
by Cyclone Ditwah, as

the peak tourism season
approaches, officials

said. Deputy Minister of
Environment Anton Jayakody
told journalists that the
botanical gardens, which
were temporarily closed
due to landslides and safety
concerns triggered by the
cyclone, will reopen soon. He
ordered relevant authorities
to implement measures to
address landslide risks in
these areas, Xinhua News
Agency reported.

Bondi shooting inevitable for Australia's )

O e

AGENCIES

Sydney, Dec 14: Days after
Hamas attacked Israel in 2023,
killing some 1,200 people and
sparking the war in Gaza,
an inverted red triangle was
spray-painted on the front of a
Jewish bakery in Sydney, the
first of a string of antisemitic
incidents in Australia.

Sixteen months and thou-
sands of arson, firebombing,
graffiti and hate-speech inci-
dents later, the head of the na-
tion's main intelligence agen-
cy declared that antisemitism
was his number one priority in
terms of threat to life.

Sunday's shooting attack on
a Hanukkah celebration at Syd-
ney's Bondi Beach, which killed
at least 11 people and wounded
dozens, brought to reality a fear
that many Australian Jews say
they have been living with: that
they are no longer safe in the
country that was supposed to
protect them. "This is the worst
fears of the Jewish communi-
ty," Alex Ryvchin, co-CEO of
the Executive Council of Aus-
tralian Jewry, told Sky News.
"It's been bubbling under the
surface for a long time, and now
it's actually happened."

e pEyTY -

ustralian antisemitic incidents
have surged during Gaza war

Country's intel chief called
antisemitism a priority threat

4 N ow it’s actually happened,’
Jewish council exec says

Australia's Jewish diaspora
is small but deeply embedded
in the wider community, with
about 150,000 people who iden-
tify as Jewish in the country
of 27 million. About one-third
of them are estimated to live
in Sydney's eastern suburbs,
including Bondi.

Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese, calling the Hanukkah
shootings a devastating ter-
rorist attack targeting Jewish

Bangladesh summons Indian
envoy over Hasina remarks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, Dec 14: Bangladesh’s
Foreign Ministry Sunday
summoned Indian High Com-
missioner Pranay Verma to
express its “serious concern”
over the “incendiary state-
ments” made by deposed prime
minister Sheikh Hasina, who is
currently in India.

Hasina, 78, fled to India in
August last year after her
Awami League government
was toppled in a violent stu-
dent-led street protest and con-
tinues to stay there.

She was sentenced to death
by a special tribunal last
month after being convicted
on charges of crimes against
humanity. Bangladesh has
been demanding her extradi-
tion. “The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs summoned the Indian
High Commissioner today to
convey the Government of
Bangladesh's serious concern

)

to the Government of India
for allowing fugitive Sheikh
Hasina to continue to make
incendiary statements calling
upon her supporters to engage
in terrorist activities in Ban-
gladesh, aiming to thwart the
upcoming parliamentary elec-
tions,” a foreign office state-
ment said.

Bangladesh reiterates its
call for her “expeditious extra-
dition” alongside former home
minister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal to face death sentenc-
es handed down by the special
tribunal last month, it added.

The envoy's attention was
drawn as well to “anti-Bangla-
desh activities” by other fugi-
tive Awami League members
staying in India, the statement
said, claiming that they were
“planning, organising and
helping to carry out terrorist
activities inside Bangladesh"
to disrupt the upcoming elec-
tions.

is sickening over his centre-left rival, .
KEIR STARMER | Jeannette Jara L
BRITISH PM -

people, said his government
would "dedicate every resource
to making sure you are safe and
protected".

Amid constant reports of
Jewish parents afraid to take
their children to daycare and
Jewish schools hiring extra
security, the government last
year appointed its first special
envoy to combat antisemitism.

"Being Jewish, it's been a
very challenging few years,"
said Terry, who gave only his
first name and was at a nearby
Hanukkah event that was put
into lockdown.

"Maybe we need to move to
Israel one day. The irony is that
that's looking like the only real
safe place in the world we can

REUTERS

Cairo/Gaza City, Dec 14: Is-
rael’s assassination of a senior
Hamas commander threatens
the viability of the Gaza cease-
fire, the chief negotiator of the
militant group said Sunday,
calling on US President Donald
Trump to demand Israel comply
with the terms of the truce.

Thousands of Hamas sup-
porters rallied in central Gaza
City at a funeral for senior com-
mander Raed Saed and three
associates killed alongside
him Saturday. The mourners
chanted "Martyrs are dear to
God" and carried the bodies in
coffins draped in green Hamas
flags, in one of the group's big-
gest displays of its presence
since a US-backed ceasefire
deal came into effect in Gaza
in October.

In a televised address, Hamas
chief negotiator Khalil al-
Hayya, who lives in exile, con-
firmed the killing of Saed, the

A drone view shows a kayaker floating in front of a home flooded by the Snohomish River, as an atmospheric river brings

rain and flooding to the Pacific Northwest, in Snohomish, Washington, December 11
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Golden Retrievers play in a muddy puddle during a meetup seeking to break the world record for the largest gathering
of the breed, in Buenos Aires, Argentina December 8

REUTERS

Police hold person of
interest after Brown
varsity shooting

rovidence police have

detained a “person of
interest” in connection with
the Brown University shooting
that left two students dead and
another nine people wounded
at the US Ivy League school.
Kristy DosReis, chief information
officer for public safety, told
Reuters that a person of interest
was in police custody following
the shooting. Oscar Perez,
Providence’s police chief, told
reporters a suspect was taken
into custody early Sunday and
they are not seeking anyone else
at this time.

be as Jews." Ryvchin's organ-
isation logged some 1,600 an-
ti-Jewish incidents in the year
to September 30, about three
times the number in any year
before the Hamas attack and Is-
rael's response, according to a
report it published this month.

One of those incidents
was antisemitic graffiti on
Ryvchin's former home near
Bondi Beach in January, the
report said.

Ay 1 -
o 17

housands of Hamas
supporters gather for
funeral of commander in Gaza

egotiator calls on Trump
to demand Israel abide by
truce

highest-profile assassination
of a senior Hamas figure since
the truce.

“The continued Israeli vio-
lations of the ceasefire agree-
ment... and latest assassina-
tions that targeted Saed and
others threaten the viability
of the agreement,” Hayya said.

“We call on mediators, and
especially the main guaran-
tor, the US administration and

WEEK'S BEST PICS

T

l]S Marines wading ashore after disembarking from a US Navy

in Arroyo, Puerto Rico, December 9
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Berlin, Dec 14: Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy Sun-
day voiced readiness to drop his
country’s bid to join NATO in ex-
change for Western security guar-
antees, but rejected the US push
for ceding territory to Russia as
he arrived in Berlin for talks with
US envoys on ending the war.

Zelenskyy arrived at the
Chancellery ahead of the ex-
pected talks with US President
Donald Trump’s special envoy
Steve Witkoff and Trump’s son-
in-law Jared Kushner, part of
a series of meetings in Berlin
between Ukrainian, US and
European officials.

Responding to journalists'
questions in audio clips on a
WhatsApp group chat before
the talks, Zelenskyy said that
since the US and some Eu-
ropean nations had rejected
UKkraine’s push to join NATO,
Kyiv expects the West to offer
a set of guarantees similar to
those offered to the alliance
members.

“These security guarantees
are an opportunity to prevent

Hamas slams Israeli ‘escalation’

President Donald Trump, to
work on obliging Israel to re-
spect the ceasefire and commit
to it.” The Hamas armed wing
said later Sunday it has chosen
a replacement for Saed, who
it said had been in charge of
“military manufacturing.” His
assassination would not deter
the group from pursuing the
“path of Jihad", it said.

ISRAELI FORCES HOLD
HALF OF GAZA

Hamas sources have de-
scribed Saed as the sec-
ond-in-command of the group's
armed wing, after Izzeldeen
Al-Hadad. Israel says Saed was
one of the key architects of the
October 7, 2023 attack on Israel
that triggered the war.

Hamas has not identified an
overall chief since Israel killed
the group’s head, Yehya

Al-Sinwar, in 2024. Instead,
the group has since been led
by a five-man high leadership
council, of which Hayya is a
member.

Hl_—F ==

ews Zelenskyy offers
-to drop NATO bid

another wave of Russian ag-
gression,” he said. “And this
is already a compromise on
our part.”

Zelenskyy emphasised that
any security assurances would
need to be legally binding and
supported by the US Congress,
adding that he expected an up-
date from his team following
a meeting between Ukrainian
and US military officials in
Stuttgart, Germany.

He said that he will meet
separately with German Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz and, pos-
sibly, other European leaders
later in the evening. Wash-
ington has tried for months to
navigate the demands of each
side as Trump presses for a
swift end to Russia's war and
grows increasingly exasperated
by delays.

US to screen social
media of H-1B, H-4
applicants from Dec 15

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Washington, Dec
14: The Trump administration
will begin Monday enhanced
screening and vetting of H-1B
and its dependent H-4 visa appli-
cants, including checks of their
social media profiles.

In a new order, the State
Department said that from
December 15, a review of the
online presence for all H-1B ap-
plicants and their dependents
will be conducted. Students and
exchange visitors were already
subject to this review and now
the department has expanded
this requirement to vet social
media profiles to include H1-B
applicants and their dependents
on H-4 visas. The State Depart-
ment requires H-1B, H-4, F, M,
and J visa applicants to set
their social media profiles to
"public" for vetting.
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Landing Craft Utility (LCU) during amphibious operations

REUTERS

A flyboard performer during the opening ceremony of the Southeast Asian Games in Bangkok, Thailand, December 9
REUTERS




OLA FAST-TRACKS EV DELIVERY

Ola Electric Sunday said it has
commenced same-day registra-
tion and delivery of its 4680 Bharat
Cell powered vehicles in Banga-

‘ ‘ India is building trust in
every molecule of hydro-
gen. The Green Hydrogen
Certification Scheme (GHCI),
launched in April 2025, ensures

hydrogen is genuinely green --

@D Orissa
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We were
growing at
about 13-14

per cent. Our
average growth
rate post-Covid
has been about 15
per cent, and we would like to con-
tinue with the momentum that has
been built over the last four or five
years, and would like to further
grow on that

HARDEEP SINGH BRAR I
PRESIDENT AND CEO, BMW

India has very
‘ significant
potential
to emerge as an

export hub for Sus- "k
tainable Aviation z
Fuel. We can start 2

exporting on the East Coast to
Southeast Asian countries, where
Singapore is a major aviation hub.
Similarly, on the West Coast to
countries like Dubai

=9
— %

SAMEER SINHA | CEO (SUGAR BUSINESS),
TRIVENI ENGINEERING AND INDUSTRIES
This week
‘ features ﬁ
an active -
domestic data =
calendar, with the . 4
release of India's e
Wholesale Price ‘ ﬁ
Index inflation and trade balance
figures. Developments related to
India-US trade discussions will
remain in focus, while globally,
the performance and macro cues
from US markets are expected to
influence near-term sentiment
AJIT MISHRA | SVP, RESEARCH,
RELIGARE BROKING
y SHORT TAKES
I sBI aims to double
YONO app users to 20cr
New Delhi: State Bank of India
Chairman CS Setty has said
that the bank is targeting to
double its YONO app user
base to 20 crore over the next
two years with the launch of
a new version Monday. YONO
2.0 is a significant upgrade,
offering a better experience
for customers and a robust
digital platform for the bank,
and fully fledged features will
be rolled out over 6-8 months,
he told PTl in an interview.
"From a bank perspective,
YONO 2.0 is a key anchor of
digitalization, with a common
code for internet banking and
mobile banking. This allows
for seamless integration
across channels, enabling SBI
to launch new products and
processes quickly. The bank
aims to leverage YONO 2.0 to
enhance its digital presence
and customer engagement,"
he said. For example, he
said, YONO 2.0 developed a
common core for customer
journeys, which will ensure a
seamless experience across
internet banking, mobile
banking, and branch channels
for account opening or any
other transaction. "Today, we
have almost 10 crore customer
base there and our objective
is to bring 20 crore customers
to YONO mobile banking, or
internet banking. Together,
about 20 crore customer
base is something that we
are building for which means
that you have to invest in your
infrastructure in a significant
manner...so our idea is that in
the next two years, we should
have at least 20 crore customer
base," he said.

™ Copper industry
flags cheap imports

New Delhi: Cheap imports

of copper under multiple

free trade agreements are
"severely damaging" Indian
manufacturing, industry

body IPCPA said and sought
immediate government
interventions in the form

of a safeguard duty and
quantitative restrictions on
inbound shipments from
overseas. According to

the Indian Primary Copper
Producers Association
(IPCPA), a surge in zero-duty
copper imports is eroding

the country's domestic
smelting and downstream
manufacturing sector, even as
over 20,000 crore has been
invested in recent years to
achieve self-sufficiency. "Zero-
duty imports from FTA partners
are severely damaging Indian
smelting and refining," the
ICPA said.

dioxide per kg

HARDEEP SINGH PURI I PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS MINISTER

India ranks third in

Al cometitivenes

The country has climbed
four steps, leaving behind
the United Kingdom and
leading Asian economies
-- South Korea,
Singapore, and Japan --
on Al progress

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 14: India has
been ranked third in Stanford
University's 2025 Global AI Vi-
brancy tool, which shows prog-
ress made across seven pillars
comprising research and devel-
opment, talent, infrastructure,
in a year.

The country has climbed
four steps, leaving behind the
United Kingdom and leading
Asian economies -- South Ko-
rea, Singapore, and Japan -- on
Al progress, according to the
report released in November.

The Visual Capitalist chart,
based on Stanford's data, shows
the United States clearly lead-
ing the world in AI competitive-
ness with a vibrancy score of
78.6 while China is placed sec-
ond with a score of 36.95.

India ranks third in the 2024
Global Vibrancy Index (score
of 21.59), followed by South
Korea (17.24) and the United
Kingdom (16.64). India made a
notable leap from seventh place
in 2023 to third, while the Unit-
ed Kingdom rose one spot from
sixth to fifth.

Both countries have recent-
ly renewed major initiatives
to strengthen their positions
in the global Al ecosystem, the
report said.

The 2025 release of the Glob-
al Al Index report of Stanford

Banks advised to link
MSME loans to external
henchmark by RBI: Govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 14: With a
view to improve monetary pol-
icy transmission, banks have
been advised by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to link
loans to MSMESs to an external
benchmark, the government
has informed Parliament.

The reset clause for loans has
been reduced to three months
under the external benchmark
system.

Further, to make the benefit
of external benchmark-based
interest regime available to
existing borrowers, banks have
been advised to provide a swi-
tchover option as per mutually
agreed terms.

Moreover, the government
implements Quality Control
Orders (QCOs) with exemptions
and relaxations for MSMEs to
ensure no disruption of do-
mestic production, Minister
of State for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises Shobha
Karandlaje in a written reply
in the Lok Sabha.

Memory

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 14: Prices of
televisions are expected to rise
by 3-4 per cent from January
next year on account of the ris-
ing cost of memory chips and
depreciation of the rupee, which
recently crossed the 90-to-a-dol-
lar mark for the first time.

The falling rupee has put the
industry in a precarious posi-
tion, as the domestic value ad-
dition in an LED TV is around 30
per cent only, and major compo-
nents like the open cell, semicon-
ductor chips and motherboard,
are imported.

Moreover, this is coupled
with the memory chip crisis,
where a severe global shortage
is driven by massive demand for
High-Bandwidth Memory (HBM)
for Al servers, causing prices for
all memory types (DRAM, flash)

University  re- India opinion, and infra-
leased in Novem- now trails structure.
ber has present- . Performance
ed countries' only beh'_nd !he of India in AI
ranking based US and China in Al has improved
on 2024 Global progress despite on the basis
Al Vibrancy = L of  research
Ranking. m_ultl billion fund§ put /¢ dovel op-
India now in place by leading ment measured

trails only be-

hind the US and

China in Al progress
despite multi-billion funds
put in place by leading nations.

According to Stanford Uni-
versity's Al Index Report,
governments are investing at
scale in Al

Canada has pledged $2.4 bil-
lion, China launched a $47.5
billion semiconductor fund,
France committed 109 billion
euro, India pledged $1.25 bil-
lion, and Saudi Arabia's Proj-
ect Transcendence represents
a $100-billion initiative.

The report has measured
Al vibrancy mapped on sev-
en parameters or pillars of Al
vibrancy comprising R&D (re-
search and development), re-
sponsible Al, economy, talent,
policy and governance, public

nations

based on innova-
tive output such as
patenting activities
and journal publications,
building Al systems that ad-
here to ethical standards is
important for gaining public
trust and preventing harm as
part of responsible AI commit-
ment, economic pillar, which
includes trends in investment
volumes and job markets.
India has also improved
upon the talent pillar that is
measured on the basis of var-
ious Al-related education pro-
grammes. Public perception of
Al influences its adoption and
development and infrastruc-
ture availability for the devel-
opment of technology.
The country slipped on poli-
cy and governance score by five
positions as per the report.

produced using renewable power
with emissions below 2 kg carbon

lore. This offering is a part of the
company's umbrella Hyperservice

initiative to deliver a transparent,
convenient, apd customer-ﬁrst_
service experience, the firm said

FPIs’ exodus from

equities continues

Foreign investors
withdraw 17955 cr from
Indian equities in Dec;
total outflow at
RLoL-crin 2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 14: Foreign in-
vestors pulled out 17,955 crore
($2 billion) from Indian equities
in the first two weeks of this
month, taking the total outflow
to 1.6 lakh crore ($18.4 billion)
in 2025.

This sharp withdrawal fol-
lows a net outflow of 3,765 crore
in November, extending
the pressure on domestic
equity markets.

The current trend
comes after a brief
pause in October,
when Foreign Port-
folio Investors (FPIs)
infused 314,610
crore, snapping a
three-month streak
of heavy withdraw-
als. FPIs sold equi-
ties worth 323,885
crore in September,
334,990 crore in Au-
gust, and 17,700
crore in July.

According to data
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Adding to the
pressure, India's
relatively rich
equity valuations
have made it less
attractive
compared to other
emerging markets
that currently
offer better value
HIMANSHU SRIVASTAVA
I PRINCIPAL MANAGER

RESEARCH, MORNINGSTAR
INVESTMENT RESEARCH

assets have weighed on investor
sentiment.

In addition to these concerns,
Vagarjaved Khan, Senior Fun-
damental Analyst at Angel One,
pointed to weakness in the Indi-
an rupee, global portfolio rebal-
ancing, year-end effects, and
lingering macroeconomic uncer-
tainty as key reasons behind the
continued pullout.

Despite this persistent
foreign selling, the impact
on markets has
been largely offset
by strong domestic
institutional inves-
tor (DII) participa-
tion. DIIs invested
339,965 crore during
the same period, ef-
fectively eclipsing
FPI outflows.

Looking ahead,
some market experts
believe the selling
pressure may ease.
VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit

from the National
Securities Depository Ltd (NS-
DL), FPIs withdrew a net 17,955
crore from Indian equities be-
tween December 1-12. Market
experts attributed this sustained
outflow to several factors includ-
ing sharp depreciation of the ru-
pee and rich Indian valuations.

Explaining the outflow, Hi-
manshu Srivastava, Principal
Manager Research at Morning-
star Investment Research India,
said elevated US interest rates,
tighter liquidity conditions, and
a preference for safer or high-
er-yielding developed-market

Amid volatility, gems-jewellery
exports zoom 20% to $2.5bn

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 14: India's gems
and jewellery exports grew
19.64 per cent to $2.5 billion
in November compared to the
same month last year, accord-
ing to the Gem and Jewellery
Export Promotion Council
(GJEPC). Total exports stood
at $2.1 billion during the corre-
sponding month of the previous
year, according to GJEPC data.

The overall exports of gems
and jewellery were flat at $18.86
billion during April-November
period as compared to $18.85
billion in the same period of
last year.

The overall gross export of
Cut & Polished diamonds was
at $919.74 million in November
as compared to $666.34 million
in the same period of the pre-
vious year.

Provisional gross export of
Polished Lab Grown Diamonds
witnessed a 10.55 per cent rise
in November at $76.09 million

Markets are
stabilising and
demand in many
export markets is picking up
including Hong Kong, China
and the Middle East. Even as
the performance in the US is
slow, robust demand in other
markets is adding on

to the growth. Exports of
gold studded jewellery
surged as job work demand
has gone up in India

KIRIT BHANSALI | CHAIRMAN, GJEPC
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over $68.83 million a year ago.
Meanwhile, volatile prices
affected gold jewellery exports

which were flat at $1.21 billion
in November against $1.23 bil-
lion a year ago.

Studded gold jewellery ship-
ments surged to $828.89 mil-
lion last month from $555.39
million a year ago due to high
demand for job works. Exports
of silver jewellery surged to
$197.97 million from $63.99
million.

"Markets are stabilising
and demand in many export
markets is picking up includ-
ing Hong Kong, China and the
Middle East. Even as the per-
formance in the US is slow, ro-
bust demand in other markets
is adding on to the growth. Ex-
ports of gold studded jewellery
surged as job work demand has
gone up in India," GJEPC chair-
man Kirit Bhansali told PTI.

Silver exports had suffered
in the previous months due to
shortage of the bullion, how-
ever, with the supply chain re-
stored the shipments surged,
he added.

Investments, noted
that sustained selling appears
unsustainable given India's
strong growth and earnings
outlook, suggesting that FPI
selling is likely to decline going
forward.

Khan added that an expedit-
ed US-India trade deal could
potentially trigger a reversal in
foreign investment trends.

Meanwhile, in the debt mar-
ket, FPIs withdrew %310 crore
under the general limit but
invested 151 crore through
the voluntary retention route
during the same period.
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Alumni during reunion of 2003 batch of Vivekananda Sikshya Kendra

Mcap of 8 of top-10
most valued firms
erodes by 279,129cr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 14: The
combined market valuation
of eight of the top-10 most val-
ued domestic firms eroded by
379,129.21 crore last week, with
Bajaj Finance and ICICI Bank
taking the biggest hit, amid a
largely bearish trend in equi-
ties.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark index declined by 444.71
points or 0.51 per cent.

From the top-10 pack, Reli-
ance Industries and Larsen &
Toubro were the only gainers,
while HDFC Bank, Bharti Air-
tel, Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), ICICI Bank, State Bank
of India, Infosys, Bajaj Finance
and Life Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC) faced erosion
from their valuation.

The market capitalisa-
tion (mcap) of Bajaj Finance
dropped by %19,289.7 crore to
36,33,106.69 crore.

ICICI Bank's valuation
tumbled 18,516.31 crore to
%9,76,668.15 crore.

The mcap of Bharti Air-
tel tanked %13,884.63 crore to
%11,87,948.11 crore and that of
State Bank of India diminished
by %7,846.02 crore to ¥8,88,816.17
crore.

Infosys lost %7,145.95 crore
from its market valuation
which stood at <6,64,220.58
crore.

The mcap of T'CS declined by
%6,783.92 crore to %11,65,078.45
crore and that of HDFC Bank
dipped by 4,460.93 crore to
%15,38,558.71 crore.

The valuation of LIC eroded
by %1,201.75 crore to ¥5,48,820.05
crore.

Reliance Industries re-
mained the most valued firm,
followed by HDFC Bank, Bhar-
ti Airtel, TCS, ICICI Bank,
State Bank of India, Infosys,
Bajaj Finance, Larsen & Tou-
bro and LIC.
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Parl Panel for diversification of crude
sources to cut geopolitical concerns

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 14: A parlia-
mentary committee has flagged
India's heavy dependence on
crude oil imports and rising
geopolitical risks as major
challenges for the country, and
urged the government to step
up diversification of supply
sources and strengthen risk
management mechanisms.

In its report tabled in Par-
liament last week, the Public
Undertaking Committee not-

ed that India imports near-
ly 89 per cent of its crude oil
requirements, making the
country vulnerable to global
disruptions arising from con-
flicts, sanctions, civil unrest
in oil-producing nations and
disruptions in key shipping
routes such as the Suez Canal
and the Red Sea.

Recent events, including the
Russia-Ukraine war and ten-
sions in West Asia, have high-
lighted the fragility of India's
energy supply chain.

chips crunch, weak ¥to make TVs dearer

to surge. Chipmakers are focus-
ing on high-profit AI chips, tight-
ening supply for legacy devices
like T'Vs.

Haier Appliances India Pres-
ident NS Satish told PTI that
prices of LED TV sets will in-
crease by 3 per cent because of
shortage of memory chips and
weak rupee. Some TV manufac-
turers have already communi-
cated to their dealers about the
expected hike in prices. Super
Plastronics Pvt Ltd (SPPL),a TV
manufacturing company having
licences of several global brands
including Thomson, Kodak, and
Blaupunkt, said, “Memory chip
prices have gone up by 500 per
cent in the last three months.”

According to its CEO Avneet
Singh Marwah, there could be
7-10 per cent price hike in tele-
visions from January, predomi-
nantly due to memory chip crisis
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and the impact of depreciating
rupee. He also warned that if
memory chip prices in the next
two quarters remain the same,
“then there could be further
hike in TV prices." According
to experts, this upcoming hike
may mitigate the boost received
on sales of smart TVs, after the
rationalisation of GST. The gov-

ernment has slashed GST on TV
screens of 32 inches and larger
sizes to 18 per cent from the pre-
vious 28 per cent, reducing price
by around %4,500.

Similarly, Videotex, a home-
grown ODM (Original Design
Manufacturer) for several
brands, and which has its own
brand Daiwa, said it is also fac-

ing sustained pressure due to
sharp increase in memory chip
prices, with availability emerg-
ing as a critical challenge.

“We are currently facing sus-
tained pressure due to sharp
increase in memory chip pric-
es, with availability emerging
as a critical challenge. Flash
memory and DDR4 prices at the
sourcing level have risen by up
to 1,000 per cent, driven largely
by supply being diverted to Al
data centres,” said Arjun Bajaj,
Director of Videotex.

This pressure is anticipated to
continue until at least Q2 of the
coming year, after which some
stability may return depending
on global memory chip supply
dynamics. “The situation is fur-
ther exacerbated by the depre-
ciation of the rupee, which has
significantly increased import
costs. These increases will be

reflected in the market in the
coming weeks as older inventory
moves out,” said Bajaj.

Though Videotex is adjust-
ing production schedules and
optimising inventories to man-
age the impact, the “prolonged
nature of this cycle makes it
challenging to fully absorb
the cost escalation”. Videotex
manufactures smart TVs for
Reliance Group (BPL & Recon-
nect), Havells (Lloyd), Vijay
Sales (Vise), Hyundali, Toshiba,
Compaq, Daiwa and over 25+
other prominent Indian and in-
ternational brands. According to
the latest report from Counter-
point Research, India's smart TV
shipments decreased 4 per cent
YoY in Q2 2025. The slowdown
was driven by saturation in the
smaller-screen segment, limit-
ed new demand catalysts, and
weaker consumer spending.
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Pacers skittle Proteas

Arshdeep, Harshit shine bright as Men in Blue beat SA in third T20I to take 2-1 lead

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dharamsala, Dec 14:
Abhishek Sharma played a
sparkling little innings after
the pacers produced a riveting
exhibition of swing bowling,
powering India to a smooth sev-
en-wicket victory in the third
T20I here Sunday.

Chasing a modest 118 for a
2-1 lead in the five-match se-
ries, vice-captain Gill (28, 28
balls) and his opening partner
Abhishek (35, 18 balls) added
60 runs in 5.2 overs as India
achieved their target without
much effort in 15.5 overs.

The lone point of interest in
India's chase was whether the
South African pacers could em-
ulate their Indian counterparts
with the new ball, and make the
opponents' task tougher.

However, Abhishek and Gill
never allowed the South Af-
rican bowlers to settle, as the
former carted Lungi Ngidi for
16 runs in the first over.

In fact, the very first ball of
the chase went for a six -- an
early indicator of the Indian
openers' intention.

In the second over, Gill too
joined his partner to garner 16
runs as India sped to 32 for no
loss in the initial two overs.

Abhishek, as is his wont,
batted in a single gear and it
required a gem of a catch by
Aiden Markram in the deep off
Corbin Bosch to snap his stay.

Once the left-hander was
dismissed, India's chase of the
remaining 58 runs settled into
a much more sedate rhythm as
Gill, who was saved by a DRS
call early in his innings, and Ti-
lak Varma (26 not out) did not
look for any adventure.

Gill's run-a-ball 28 will cer-

_tainly not rank among his
fluent ones, but it might have
boosted his confidence after two
lukewarm outings in the first
two matches of the series.

He eventually dragged a
Marco Jansen delivery back
on to his stumps, and skipper

Suryakumar Yadav too failed to
remain till the end. But those
were the minor aberrations on
the night. All the credit for this
canter should go to India's pac-
ers, who produced a mesmer-
izing spell of swing bowling to
bundle out South Africa for a
below-par 117.

Leading India's show with
early wickets were Arshdeep
Singh (2/13), Harshit Rana

Odisha to host FIVB Beach

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 14: The
four-day Volleyball Mahakum-
bh concluded at KIIT and KISS
here today, marking a signifi-
cant milestone for the promo-
tion of volleyball and women's
empowerment in Odisha. Or-
ganised jointly by KIIT-KISS
and the Fédération Internatio-
nale de Volleyball (FIVB), the
mega event was inaugurated on
Saturday in a colourful ceremo-
ny witnessed by nearly 40,000
students.

The event was graced by
FIVB President Fabio Azevedo,
whose presence underscored
the global importance of the ini-
tiative. Volleyball Mahakumbh,
held from December 11 to 14,
was organised as part of KIIT
& KISS's flagship Kanya Kiran
initiative, aimed at empower-
ing women and strengthening
grassroots sports development.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here Sunday, Azevedo
said the initiative reflects
FIVB's commitment to inclu-
sive growth and gender equity
through sport. He announced
that the prestigious FIVB
Beach Pro Tour will be hosted
in Odisha for three consecutive
years—2026, 2027 and 2028—in
partnership with KIIT and
KISS. He noted that Odisha's
conducive sporting environ-
ment and the extensive infra-
structure developed by KIIT &
KISS make it an ideal destina-
tion for international volleyball
events.

As part of the Kanya Kiran
initiative, a series of work-
shops were organised during
the event for women volleyball
coaches from Odisha, other
parts of India, and abroad. The
workshops focused on training
and empowering women coach-
es, who will in turn train play-
ers in their respective regions.

Pro Tour fgr three years

N mEm L

nt Initiative
evelopment

Over 500 participants from Odi-
sha and more than 200 coaches,
players and experts from India
and across the world took part
in the programme, which is ex-
pected to benefit over 50,000 vol-
leyball players in the long run.

Internationally renowned
volleyball coaches John Kessel
and Jana Kulan led the train-
ing sessions, which included
on-court practical coaching,
advanced skill development
modules, coach-education
workshops and public partic-
ipation programmes. These
sessions were conducted across
four major indoor courts and
more than 40 outdoor courts
on the KIIT and KISS campuses.

Speaking on the occasion,
KIIT and KISS Founder Dr
Achyuta Samanta said the
collaboration with FIVB has
brought world-class volleyball
expertise to Odisha. "Through
these workshops, thousands of
girls and women will get the
opportunity to experience the
transformative power of volley-
ball," he said.

The event also featured spe-
cial sessions and panel discus-
sions on the role of volleyball
in education, social transfor-
mation and youth empower-
ment, grassroots development
of the sport, and issues related
to women's empowerment and
equality. Eminent speakers
included Fabio Azevedo, Dr
Achyuta Samanta, Abhijit B,
Olympic gold medallist Abhi-
nav Bindra, John Kessel and
Jana Kulan.

During the event, a Memo-
randum of Understanding was
signed between FIVB, KIIT and
KISS. Azevedo also inaugurated
the FIVB-KIIT/KISS Centre of
Excellence and launched a new
Sports Zone in the presence of
Samanta, further strengthening
Odisha's position on the global
volleyball map.

(2/34) and Hardik Pandya (1/23)
after the hosts chose to bowl.
Skipper Markram offered
a tiny spark for South Africa
with a spirited 46-ball 61.
Undoubtedly, the brightest
stars under a cool sky were In-
dia's quick bowlers, who pro-
cured lethal swing and lateral
movement with the new ball.
It had its effect on the low-
key power play effort of South

Africa -- 25 for three -- and the
phase contained just two fours.

Arshdeep, who had a horror
outing at Mullanpur a couple
of days back, redeemed himself
with a dream first spell (3-0-9-1).

Spinner Varun Chakravar-
thy (2/11 in 4 overs) too reached
a milestone, capturing his 50th
T20I wicket while flattening the
stumps of Donovan Ferreira
(20, 15 balls).

. FIRST ASIAN COUNTRY TO LIFT TITLE

India script Squash WC feat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Dec 14: India script-
ed history, clinching its maiden
Squash World Cup title to be-
come the first Asian country
to achieve the feat after over-
whelming Hong Kong 3-0 in the
summit clash here Sunday.

The historic win at the Ex-
press Avenue Mall here marked
an improvement on India's pre-
vious best finish of a bronze
medal at the 2023 edition.

The title win will surely be
good news for Indian squash
as the sport is set to make its
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U19 ASIA CUP

Young Men in Blue
outplay Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Dec 14: A disciplined
bowling performance, led by
all-rounder Kanishk Chou-
han and seamer Deepesh De-
vendran, powered India to a
comprehensive 90-run victory
over Pakistan in their Group
A match of the Under-19 Asia
Cup, here Sunday.

After being put in to bat,
India posted a competitive 240
all out in 46.1 overs, riding on
a fluent 85 from Aaron George
and useful contributions from
captain Ayush Mhatre (38) and
Chouhan (46).

Pakistan were then bundled
out for 150 in 41.2 overs, never
quite recovering from the early
setbacks in a chase of 241.

The Indian team maintained
‘no-handshake’ policy against
Pakistan.

Olympic debut at Los Angeles
2028. The Indian team's perfor-
mance in the mixed-team event
has been nothing less than spec-
tacular. Seeded second in the
tournament, India clinched the
title without losing a single tie.

On Sunday, veteran Joshna
Chinappa, 79th in the PSA rank-
ings, stunned world No 37 Lee
Ka Yi 31 (7-3, 2-7, 7-5, 7-1) in the
opening women's singles to give
India a perfect start.

The triumph also made India
only the fourth country after
Australia, England and Egypt to
win the Squash World Cup title.
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Brief Scores:

South Africa: 117 all out in
20 overs (Aiden Markram 61;
Arshdeep Singh 2/13, Harshit
Rana 2/34, Varun Chakra-
varthy 2/11, Hardik Pandya
1/23, Shivam Dube 1/21) lost
to India: 120 for 3 in 15.5 overs
(Abhishek Sharma 35, Shub-
man Gill 28, Tilak Varma 26
not out; Corbin Bosch 1/18) by
7 wickets

Hardik third Indian
bowler to reach 100
men’s T201 wickets

eam bowling all-rounder

Hardik Pandya has become
the third Indian bowler to claim
100 wickets in men’s T20I, a
landmark he achieved during the
ongoing match against South
Africa at the HPCA Stadium
Sunday. Before Sunday’s game,
Pandya had 99 wickets from 122
matches at an average of 26.81
and an economy rate of 8.24. His
best figures in T20Is are 4-16,
coming against New Zealand
in Ahmedabad in 2023, after
making his debut in the format
against Australia in Adelaide in
January 2016. With this, Pandya
has followed pacers Arshdeep
Singh and Jasprit Bumrah into
entering the 100-wicket club in
men’s T20Is. Pandya, 32, is also
the first Indian men’s player and
seam-bowling all-rounder to be
a member of a rare club - picking
100 wickets and amassing 1000
runs in T20ls.

TWO GOATS IN ONE FRAME

SPORTS P12

UNNATI, KIRAN
REIGN SUPREME

Shuttlers clinch singles titles

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cuttack, Dec 14: Top seed Un-
nati Hooda and Kiran George
delivered commanding perfor-
mances to clinch the women's
and men's singles titles respec-
tively in the Odisha Masters
Super 100 tournament here
Sunday.

Hooda was a picture of com-
posure as she defeated com-
patriot Isharani Baruah 21-17,
21-10 in just over half an hour.

The 18-year-old controlled the
rallies from the outset, denying
Baruah the momentum that
had powered her impressive
run in the BWF World Tour
event.

Despite the loss, Baruah
capped a memorable week
with a well-earned silver medal
after a series of standout per-
formances at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium.

The men's singles final wit-
nessed a gripping contest with
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second seed George prevailing
over Indonesia's Muhamad
Yusuf 21-14, 13-21, 21-16 in a
hard-fought battle that lasted
65 minutes.

George took the opening
game before Yusuf fought back
to level the match. Showing
resilience and tactical clarity,
George closed out the decider
to secure the title.

Indonesia enjoyed success in
the mixed doubles, where Mar-
wan Faza and Aisyah Pranata
defeated compatriots Dejan
Ferdinansyah and Bernadine
Wardana 21-15, 21-10.

In women's doubles, Bulgar-
ia's top seeds Gabriela and Ste-
fani Stoeva overcame Malay-
sia's Ong Xin Yee and Carmen
Ting 21-19, 21-14.

The men's doubles crown
went to Indonesia's Ali Faathir
Rayhan and Devin Artha Wahy-
udi, who rallied past Malaysia's
Khang Khai Xing and Aaron
Tai 15-21, 21-12, 21-16.

Messi, Tendulkar come together

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Dec 14: He came, he
saw, and he conquered hearts
-- all in one hour. In one Mes-
si-merising hour spent at the
iconic Wankhede Stadium as
part of his GOAT India Tour
2025, Lionel Messi interacted
with cricket legend Sachin
Tendulkar, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
some current India and former
football players, film stars, ce-
lebrities and politicians.

By the time he left, exactly
one hour after making a grand
entry into the stadium at 5.30
pm, the crowd was satisfied, un-
like his 20-odd-minute appear-
ance in Kolkata, which left ar-
dent fans fuming and led to cha-
otic scenes, including rioting by
some angry fans and forced the
West Bengal government to ini-
tiate a judicial inquiry.

Mumbai was the third stop on
his GOAT India Tour 2025, and
the Argentine World Cup win-
ner spent the most time with

the fans after making a brief
appearance at the Salt Lake Sta-
dium in Kolkata and a slightly
longer stay at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium in Uppal.

He spent some time talking to
Tendulkar with the help of his
translator. Tendulkar presented
his signed India jersey and was
seen pointing to the No 10 on the
back, a number he shared with
the Argentine great.

In an iconic moment, the

24-YEAR IN-RING CAREER

When it comes to
Leo, what does one
talk about him? He
has achieved every-
thing. We really admire his
dedication, determination,
commitment

SACHIN TENDULKAR

crowd chanted for Messi's name
alongside that of Tendulkar and
Luis Suarez, who, along with
Rodrigo, are accompanying
Messi on this GOAT India Tour
2025. Through Messi, the crowd
also tried to send a message to
FC Barcelona for a visit to Mum-
bai, chanting 'Barca, Barca'.

He reached the Wankhede
Stadium halfway through the
Celebrity Football Match in-
volving India XI, versus Mitra
XI, which involved Bengaluru
FC players like Sunil Chettri,
Rahul Bheke, Jayesh Rana and
Ashutosh Mehta, along with In-
dia woman star Bala Devi.

The Argentine football cap-
tain is scheduled to depart for
Delhi Monday morning.

John Cena’s final bell from WWE

The wrestling great holds the record for winning the world title the most number of times - 17

AGENCIES

Washington, Dec 14: WWE
icon John Cena brought an end
to his legendary professional
wrestling career Saturday
night, closing the curtain on a
24-year run with his final match
at Saturday Night’s Main Event
at Capital One Arena.

The 48-year-old competed
in his farewell bout against
Gunther, ultimately losing af-
ter being forced to submit to a
sleeper hold in a match lasting
just under 25 minutes.

The conclusion shocked fans
in attendance, as Cena; re-
nowned throughout his career
for rarely submitting, tapped
out for the first time, prompt-
ing an emotional reaction from
the crowd.

Following the match, several
WWE superstars emerged from
the locker room to honour Ce-

na’s career.

Cena retires as a 17-time
world champion, the most title
reigns officially recognised by
WWE. He headlined Wrestle-
Mania on six occasions and is
widely regarded as one of the
greatest performers in profes-
sional wrestling history.

He made his WWE debut in
2002 against Kurt Angle and ini-
tially struggled to find his footing
before reinventing himself with
the “Doctor of Thuganomics”
persona, a transformation that
propelled him to superstardom.

Beyond the ring, Cena suc-
cessfully transitioned into
Hollywood, becoming one of the
few WWE stars to achieve sus-
tained success as a film actor.

Tributes flooded in on social
media while the entire arena

stood up to applaud the man
who brought curtains down
on an iconic 24-year career. The
entire WWE locker room came
out to the ringside to pay their
tributes to the retiring legend.
Cena bowed in all directions
as he humbly accepted the ap-
plause.

WWE’s official X account
posted the video of the wres-
tling titan leaving the arena for
the very last time and posted
these words: “One final good-
bye. Thank YOU, @JohnCena.”

The crowd chanted ‘Thank
you Cena’ as the man who has
defined an entire era of pro-
fessional wrestling took off
his shoes, wristbands, and the
trademark armband, and left
them in the ring to symbolize
the end of his career.
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