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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

True, I ordered jungles to be cut 
– but I also planted many trees, 

especially during my foreign trips

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Angul, Dec 22: In a shocking 
incident, a 56-year-old woman 
and her two sons died of sus-
pected food poisoning at Itap 
village under Kantabania po-
lice limits in Dhenkanal district 
Monday morning, police said.

The deceased were identi-
fi ed as Golap Sahu, wife of An-
taryami Sahu, and her two sons 
Bharat Sahu, 32, and Lipun Sa-
hu, 24, of Ashanbani Colony in 
the village. 

According to family mem-
bers, Golap cooked poultry 
meat, spinach and other leaves 
Sunday night. The trio had din-
ner after Lipun returned home 
from duty around 10:30pm. They 

were asleep in a room but didn’t 
wake up Monday morning.

Finding no response from 
inside, other family members 
broke open the door to fi nd the 
three lying unconscious. 

Vomit was strewn inside the 
room, they said. Family mem-
bers also noticed that charcoal 
had been burned and kept inside 
the room overnight. Villagers 
and relatives tried to revive 
them by sprinkling water, but 

to no avail. They were rushed 
to the district headquarters 
hospital, Angul, where doctors 
pronounced them dead.

Kantabania police recovered 
the bodies and began an inves-
tigation. The bodies were sent 
for postmortem to ascertain the 
exact cause of death. 

Investigators are also examin-
ing the possibility that the fami-
ly used burning coal or embers 
inside the house to keep warm, 
which might have led to suffoca-
tion, offi cials said. Preliminary 
inquiry has not indicated any 
foul play, police said. 

The puke samples collected 
from the scene have been sent 
to a forensic laboratory for 
analysis, the police added.

Duped of `8cr, ex-IPS 
offi cer shoots self
Patiala: Former IPS offi cer Amar 
Singh Chahal allegedly shot 
himself here Monday and in a 
purported note, he claimed that 
he had been duped of `8.10 crore 
by cyber thugs who posed as 
wealth management advisors. He 
was shifted to the hospital in a 
critical condition, Patiala Senior 
Superintendent of Police Varun 
Sharma said. Chalal was one of the 
accused in the 2015 police fi ring 
cases related to anti-sacrilege 
protests in Faridkot. Police found 
a note which shows that he is a 
victim of some fi nancial fraud.

PNN & AGENCIES

Dhaka, Dec 22: Restoration 

of peace in Bangladesh ap-

pears to be a distant dream, 

as unidentifi ed gunmen Mon-

day shot in the head Motaleb 

Shikder, a second leader of 

Bangladesh’s violent stu-

dent-led 2024 uprising. The 

attack took place in south-

western Khulna city, days af-

ter killing of prominent youth 

leader Sharif Osman Hadi.

“Khulna Division head of 
NCP (National Citizen Party) 
and central coordinator of the 
party’s workers front, Motaleb 
Shikder, was shot a few min-
utes ago,” NCP’s joint princi-
pal coordinator Mahmuda Mitu 
said in a Facebook post. Mitu, a 
doctor, said Shikder was rushed 
to Khulna Medical College Hos-
pital in a critical condition.

The Kaler Kantha newspaper, 
quoting hospital sources, said 
Shikder was shot on the left side 
of his head, and was bleeding 
profusely when he was brought 
to the facility, where the doctors 
started emergency treatment.

The attack came days after 
Hadi, a prominent leader of the 
student-led protests last year 

that led to the ouster of the 
prime minister Sheikh Hasi-
na-led Awami League govern-
ment, was shot in the head on 
December 12 by masked gunmen 
at an election campaign in cen-
tral Dhaka’s Bijoynagar area.

The 32-year-old Inqilab Man-

cha spokesperson died while 
undergoing treatment in Sin-
gapore December 18. 

After Monday’s clandestine 
attack on Shikder in Khulna 
city’s Majid Sarani area, police 
said they are yet in dark about 
the perpetrators or motive but 
launched an “immediate man-
hunt” for their arrest. Local 
police station chief Animesh 
Mondal said KMCH authori-
ties have shifted Shikder to 
its City Imaging Centre to pin-
point the state of his injury.

Meanwhile, the editors of 
leading Bangladeshi news-
papers Monday said the 
country’s media is facing 
a fight for survival and the 
freedom of expression has 
been overtaken by concerns 
over journalists’ “right to 
stay alive”.  P9

Another B’desh student 
leader shot in head

3 die of suspected food poisoning
AGENCIES 

Moscow, Dec 22: A Russian 
general was killed Monday 
morning after an explosive 
device detonated underneath 
his car in Moscow, and inves-
tigators said Ukraine could be 
behind the attack, the third 
such killing of a senior military 
offi cer in a year.

Lt Gen Fanil Sarvarov, head 
of Operational Training Direc-
torate of the Russian Armed 
Forces’ General Staff, died 
from his injuries, said Svetla-
na Petrenko, the spokesperson 
for Russia’s Investigative Com-
mittee, the nation’s top crimi-
nal investigation agency.  P9

BLAST UNDER CAR 
KILLS RUSSIAN GEN

A FILE PHOTO

Ananya bats for Gen Z Japan’s nuclear comeback India-NZ conclude FTA Spain on top
Actor Ananya Panday says Gen 
Z is the fi rst generation that’s 
really embracing mental health 
and freedom of expression

Japan approves restart of world’s 
largest nuclear plant, marking 
major step since Fukushima 
disaster

India and New Zealand fi nalise 
talks on a free trade deal that will 
give India tariff-free access to the 
island nation’s markets

In the fi nal FIFA men’s world 
rankings of 2025, Spain 
maintain its position at the top 
of the global standings
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhawanipatna, Dec 22: Mis-
creants killed a 62-year-old 
retired woman supervisor 
of the Health department 
and decamped with her 
gold ornaments from her 
residence at Gadiajor un-
der Dharmagarh police limits 
in Kalahandi district in the wee 
hours of Monday, police said.

The victim, Suchitra Khun-
tia, had injuries on her neck 
and hands, suggesting she was 

strangled with a shawl she was 
wearing, investigators said. All 
the gold ornaments she was 

wearing were missing, 
indicating a robbery.

After committing the 
crime, police said, the 
assailants fl ed the scene 
along with her scooter, 

which they later abandoned on 
Biju Expressway. Dharmagarh 
police, along with a scientifi c 
team and a sniffer dog squad, 
reached the spot and launched 
an investigation.  P4

Dacoits kill retd health supervisor

BANGLADESH SUSPENDS VISA 
SERVICES IN DELHI, TRIPURA
New Delhi: Bangladesh has sus-
pended visa services in its High Com-
mission in New Delhi and its mission 
in Tripura amid mounting strain in 
ties between the two countries. The 
decision to suspend the visa services 
was taken after groups of protesters 
held demonstrations outside the 
two missions, people familiar with 
the matter said. The Bangladesh 
High Commission in New Delhi 
put out a public notice mentioning 
suspension of visa services in view 
of unavoidable circumstances. Also, 
the Assistant High Commission of 
Bangladesh in Tripura also made a 
similar announcement.
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                         remained a burning issue throughout the 
year, marked by a disturbing rise in cases of self-immolation 

and sexual crimes. At least fi ve women died by 
self-immolation, reportedly driven by severe 

atrocities, with each incident drawing widespread 
media attention. Public spaces such as beaches 

and tourism sites continued to pose 
signifi cant safety risks for women and 

girls. Deeply entrenched gender 
stereotypes and patriarchal attitudes 

persist, exacerbated by inadequate 
enforcement of existing laws and 
limited public awareness. These 

factors collectively enable the 
ongoing perpetuation of 

crimes against women, 
even as we are all set to 

welcome the 
New Year 2026

he year saw a series of self-immola-
tion deaths of women. It started with 
Soumyashree Bisi, a second-year In-
tegrated BEd student of Fakir Mohan 
(Autonomous) College in Balasore, who 
set herself on fi re on the college campus 

July 12, sending shockwaves across the state. 
The young woman had earlier accused HoD of 
Education department Samir Kumar Sahu of 
demanding sexual favours from her.

Sahu allegedly threatened to fail her on 
the pretext of irregular attendance and 
subjected her to repeated humiliation and 
mental harassment. 

Soumyashree took the extreme step af-
ter her repeated pleas before the higher 
authorities seeking action against Sahu 
went unheard. The College Principal had 

called the student to his offi ce for discus-
sions. After returning from the meeting, 
she allegedly poured petrol on herself and 
set herself ablaze. She suffered nearly 95% 
burns. She was rushed to the DHH and 
later to AIIMS-Bhubaneswar for special-
ised treatment. Despite intensive medi-
cal care, the student succumbed to her 
injuries July 14. 

Following the incident, police arrest-
ed Sahu and the college Principal Dillip 
Kumar Ghose. The state government 
constituted a three-member high-level 
committee to conduct a thorough inqui-
ry. CM Mohan Charan Majhi assured the 
victim’s family of justice and stringent 
action against all those responsi-
ble. The student’s death triggered 
strong political re- actions, 
with Opposition par- ties stag-
ing protests across the state.

 Leader of the Op- position 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi described 
the incident as 
an “organised 
murder by 
the system,” 
alleging a 
grave institu-
tional failure 
to protect a 
student who 
had spoken 
out against 
sexual harass-
ment.

FM fire sets 
off a streak

T  he charred body of a 20-year-
old Sangeeta Parida was 

found in her house in a village 
under Pattamundai Rural police 

station of Kendrapara district August 
6 morning. Family members said the 

girl is suspected to have immolated 
herself following a blackmail threat from 

her boyfriend. The victim was a Plus III 
fi nal-year student of political science and had 

appeared the semester examination the previous 
day. The deceased’s father alleged that the girl was 

in a relationship with a youth for the past two years 
and ended her life after being blackmailed by her 
boyfriend with whom she had broken up six months 

back. Kendrapara SP Siddharth Kataria and 
other senior police offi cers rushed to the 

village to investigate the case. Later, the 
NHRC had taken cognizance of the case 

and sought a report from the DGP.

Kendrapara’s 
Sangeeta

charred in 
betrayal fire

A 15-year-old Class VIII dropout girl was 
allegedly set on fi re by unidentifi ed 

miscreants in a horrifi c incident in Puri 
district July 19, sparking widespread out-
rage and renewed concerns over the safety 
of women in the state. The teenager sus-
tained nearly 70% burns and was rushed 
to AIIMS-Bhubaneswar in a critical condi-
tion. The incident occurred on the banks 
of Bhargabi River near Bayabara village 
under Balanga police limits when the girl 
was returning from a friend’s house. As she 
was conscious and able to speak, police re-
corded her statement in the presence of a 
magistrate. Preliminary fi ndings suggested 
that three motorcycle-borne youths inter-
cepted her, dragged her to the riverbank, 
poured an infl ammable substance on her 
and set her ablaze before fl eeing the scene. 

On the directions of CM Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi, the victim was airlifted to AIIMS-Delhi 
for advanced treatment. Despite intensive 
medical care, she succumbed to her inju-
ries. The incident triggered sharp political 
reactions, with Opposition parties terming 
it a refl ection of systemic failure in gover-
nance. The Congress and BJD criticised the 
state government for its inability to arrest 
the culprits even two weeks after the inci-
dent. The Supreme Court also took note of 
the case, describing it as “shameful” and 
“unfortunate” and underscoring the urgent 
need to strengthen safety mechanisms for 
women. Controversy deepened when police 
claimed that no other person was involved 
in the incident, contradicting the FIR lodged 
by the victim’s mother. Police did not clari-
fy how the girl sustained the burn injuries.

Balanga teen immolates self

After a brief gap, an undergraduate 
female student from Lanjiberna 

in Rajgangpur of Sundargarh district 
attempted to burn herself December 5 
and suffered nearly 90 per cent burn 
injuries. The incident marked the fifth 
such incident reported in the state 
within six months. The incident took 
place while the minor victim’s family 

members were 
asleep. Family 
members rushed 
the second-year 
student to a local 
hospital after hearing 
her screams. She was 
later shifted to Ispat Gen-
eral Hospital (IGH) in Rourkela, 
where doctors described her condition 
as “highly critical.” The victim’s moth-
er said her daughter received a threat-
ening phone call before the incident. 
The girl died December 7 night while 
undergoing treatment at the hospital. 
Police arrested a 25-year-old man for 
allegedly harassing the college student.

A minor girl was allegedly raped by her neighbour in Rourkela

A 16-year-old girl from Teterkela village was reportedly sexually assaulted by six persons in Bisra

Rourkela police detained staff of a bus for allegedly trying to rape a six-year-old girl 
at a secluded location near Chandiposh railway station in Sundargarh

Rourkela police detained three persons, including a juvenile, for allegedly 
gangraping a 15-year-old girl in Sundargarh 

A woman was allegedly kidnapped by the driver of an auto-rickshaw, 
gangraped and then stabbed multiple times

A young woman from Baliguda police station area was allegedly 
abducted and gangraped by three men over a period of seven days

Deogarh police arrested a lawyer identifi ed as Rohit 
Kumar Pradhan who allegedly raped a woman on 

multiple occasions on the pretext of marriage

Berhampur police arrested four youths who allegedly 
abducted and gangraped two minor sisters (15-year-old 

and 11-year-old) during a wedding ceremony in a village under 
Golanthara police limits

Four men were arrested for alleged gangrape and 
murder of a 17-year-old Plus II student in Keonjhar, 

two days after her body was found hanging from a tree

A girl was allegedly gangraped by her hockey 
coach and two of his associates earlier this month 

in Jajpur district

A 15-year-old girl was abducted and 
gangraped on her way back home from 

a birthday party, only to be sexually assaulted 
again by a driver who offered her a lift after she 
escaped

A 17-year-old girl consumed poison 
after she was reportedly gangraped 

by her boyfriend and his two juvenile friends 
at Kansbahal within Rajgangpur police limits in 
Sundargarh district

Two brothers allegedly gang-raped a 
15-year-old girl and then attempted 

to bury her alive after she became fi ve months 
pregnant in Jagatsinghpur

Two boys, aged 17, have been detained 
and sent to an observation home, 

while a 19-year-old youth has been arrested for 
the alleged gang rape of a minor girl in Rourkela

 A 22-year-old woman was allegedly raped by fi ve 
people in Mayurbhanj

An 11-year-old girl studying in Class V was 
allegedly raped and murdered and her mutilated 

body of was recovered from a nullah at Shayamsundarpur 
village in Angul

In a chilling incident in Puri, a 19-year-old Dalit 
college student was allegedly gangraped by two 

men in front of her boyfriend at Baliharchandi beach

Two youths accused of gangraping a minor girl 
and molesting another have been arrested by K 

Balang police under Rourkela police

Two tribal girls were gangraped by fi ve men in 
Mayurbhanj when they were returning home after 

watching ‘jatra’ (open theatre)

A 14-year-old girl from Kandhamal was allegedly 
sold in Madhya Pradesh after being lured with the 

promise of a job. Police rescued the minor girl two months 
after the incident and arrested three persons, including a 
middleman 

In a shocking incident that rattled the state 
capital, a minor girl was allegedly gangraped near 

the banks of the Daya river near Dhauli December 11 while the 
victim was out with her male friend

Barely days after the Dhauli gangrape, Bhubaneswar 
was once again rocked by another alleged case 

of sexual violence after a minor girl accused two persons of 
gang-raping her in a rented house under the Saheed Nagar police 
limits on the pretext of providing her a data entry operator job
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July 25: 

July 30: 

 A 15-year-old 
Class X girl was 

allegedly gangraped by fi ve 
individuals, her uncle and four others, 

in a village of Kendrapara district, August 
9, Raksha Bandhan day

A 23-year-old woman alleged that she was 
raped by several persons for six months 

after she was abducted by a man of her locality in Balasore 
district
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Odia medico gangraped in Bengal’s Durgapur
Oct 10: The horrifi c gangrape of an Odia MBBS student in West Bengal shocked the 

state this year. The 23-year-old female student, a native of Jaleswar in Balasore district 
studying at IQ City Medical College in Durgapur’s Shivapur area in West Bengal, had 
gone out with a male friend October 10 night when some men approached them near 

the college gate, took the woman to a secluded area around 1 km away from the college 
premises, and raped her before fl eeing the scene. 

Key Features of Shaktishree App:

SHAKTISHREE FOR SAFETY
In the wake of self-immolation of the FM College student 

over alleged harassment by a faculty member, the state 
government decided to launch a special programme 

‘Shaktishree’ to ensure safety of girl students in the state’s 
colleges and universities. The Shaktishree Yojana features 

a dedicated mobile app for female students to securely 
report harassment (text, audio, video), access counselling 
via Tele-MANAS, get ICC info, and use an SOS button for 
emergencies, creating a comprehensive digital platform 

for campus safety and empowerment, linked with training, 
mentoring, and campus surveillance. 

Traffi cked J’khand minor’s rescue sparks HIV scare
Oct 16: Taking the lid off the dark underbelly of human traffi cking and exploitation in 

Bhubaneswar, a harrowing case surfaced of a 16-year-old girl from Jharkhand, who was 
allegedly raped, traffi cked, and found to be HIV-positive after her rescue in a distraught 
condition from the roadside October 16. The case led to discovery of a high-profi le sex 

racket operating for over years in Laxmisagar area and sparked a frenzied search for at 
least 27 clients who were frequenting the house.

College girl gangraped on Gopalpur beach
June 15: Amid Raja celebrations, the state was stunned by alleged gangrape of a 

college student near Gopalpur beach where the woman had gone with her male friend. Police 
said the accused allegedly dragged the woman’s friend to a distance and tied him up while 
the others took turns to rape her. Ten men were arrested in the case that rocked the state. 

The NHRC had taken suo motu cognizance of the case after it made national headlines.

Mental Health 
Support: Offers 

access to free counselling 
and links to the national 
Tele-MANAS helpline

Information Hub: 
Provides guidelines, 
contact details for ICC 
members, and relevant laws/
rights for women

Emergency SOS: An 
integrated SOS button 
connects users instantly 
with their assigned 

mentors (Shakti 
Saathi/Sanjojika) for 
urgent help

Anonymous Reporting: 
Submit complaints via text, 
audio, or video with an option 
to stay anonymous, directly 
reaching the 
Internal Complaints 
Committee (ICC)

Safety Empowerment Cells: Managed by female students 
within colleges

Shakti Apa Mentors: Five women mentors appointed per 
institution for guidance

Training: Mandatory training for staff and students on 
gender sensitisation and safety

Campus Surveillance: 24x7 CCTV and a control room

SAFE Campaigns: Biannual awareness campaigns

Purpose: To create safer, more inclusive academic 
environments and empower young women by providing 
accessible tools for reporting issues and accessing 
support

Broader Shaktishree Initiative Components:
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Even as this was not enough for the 
state to see, a 13-year-old Class VIII girl 

allegedly set herself afi re died of burn injuries 
in Bargarh district August 11. The daughter of 
a migrant labourer, the girl took the extreme 

step at Phiringimal under Padmapur 
sub-division. She was fi rst taken to the 

district headquarters hospital 
and later to VIMSAR, Burla, 

where she succumbed 
to the burns.

Bargarh 
schoolgirl torches self
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ENTHRALLING
Dancers mesmerize spectators 

with their performance at 
Odissi International program 

at Bhanjakala Mandap in 
Bhubaneswar, Monday 

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: The 
Odisha government aims to 
establish world-class diagnos-
tic and interventional facilities 
in every district of the state by 
2026, Deputy Chief Minister 
Pravati Parida announced 
Monday.

Addressing the inaugural 
session of the two-day SUM 
Ultimate Medicare Meet on 
Imaging and Interventional 
Therapy, Summit–2025, Pari-
da said the government plans 
to integrate digital technologies 
such as telemedicine and telera-
diology. She added that the ini-
tiative would promote medical 
education, research, and strong 
public-private partnerships.

“The government is commit-
ted to ensuring that advanced 
healthcare reaches beyond ur-
ban centres to the last mile,” 
Parida said. The focus, she 
added, is not only on expand-
ing infrastructure but also on 
building a future-ready, com-
passionate, and accessible 
healthcare system.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
outlined an outcome-driven 
healthcare roadmap aligned 
with Vision Odisha 2036, plac-
ing equity, innovation, digital 
access, and mental well-being 
at the centre of public health 
strategy. She noted that the vi-
sion aligns with national initia-
tives led by the Prime Minister. 
Recommendations from the 
summit will be reviewed for 

possible policy adoption.
Parida highlighted the role of 

SUM Ultimate Medicare in po-
sitioning Odisha as a regional 
hub for advanced healthcare 
and medical tourism, attract-
ing patients from West Bengal, 
Jharkhand, Bihar, Chhattis-
garh, and neighboring states.

Welcoming the participants, 
Swetapadma Dash, CEO of 
SUM Ultimate Medicare, said 
Summit 2025 promotes respon-
sible innovation guided by 
evidence-based practices and 
patient-centric values.

The summit, themed “Ad-
vanced Patient Care with In-
terventional Radiology and 
Cardiac Imaging: When Imag-
ing Leads, Interventions Heal,” 
brought together leading clini-
cians and researchers from 
across the country.

The inaugural session fea-
tured eminent speakers includ-
ing Sudeep Acharya, Organis-
ing Chairman; Amar Mukund, 
President-Elect, Indian Society 
of Vascular and Intervention-
al Radiology; Prafulla Kumar 
Dash, President, Odisha Ra-
diological and Imaging Associa-
tion (ORIA); Prof. Satya Sundar 
Gajendra Mohpatra, Secretary, 
ORIA; and Dr. Golaknath Pasa, 
Organising Vice-Chairman of 
the Summit.

Odisha govt plans world-class
diagnostic centres in each dist

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: Mark-
ing the birth anniversary of 
legendary mathmatician Sri-
nivasa Ramanujan, the Bhu-
baneswar Regional Science 
Centre (RSC) celebrated Na-
tional Mathematics Day with 
great enthusiasm by organizing 
Mathmagic Fest–2025 Monday. 
The event aimed to highlight 
the importance of mathematics 
in everyday life and to inspire 
young minds to explore the sub-
ject creatively.

The festival featured a vari-
ety of engaging activities in-
cluding an exhibition and con-
test of mathematical models, ac-
tivity-based mathematics stalls, 
and a mathematics quiz. A ma-
jor attraction of the event was 
the mathematics exhibition, 
where students from schools 
across Odisha showcased in-

novative models, games, and 
mathematical concepts.

A total of 77 projects were ex-
hibited, comprising 31 projects 

in the Junior category and 46 
projects in the Senior category, 
refl ecting originality and inno-
vation by young students from 
different parts of the state.

Several prominent organi-
zations actively participated 
in the fest, including NIST 
University, Vidya Bharati 
Shiksha Samiti, Odisha, Sa-
manta Chandrashekhar Vig-
yan Club, Balasore, Curiblox 
Kreng Education Pvt. Ltd., and 
The Book Point, Bhubaneswar, 
contributing through interac-
tive demonstrations and edu-
cational resources. The RSC, 
Bhubaneswar also showcased 
its initiatives through an ac-
tivity-based stall and a popular 
‘Make & Take’ corner.

The festival was inaugu-
rated by Tarakant Nayak, 
Professor of Mathematics, IIT 
Bhubaneswar. A motivational 
talk on mathematics was deliv-

ered by Subas Chandra Rauto, 
Instructional Leader & Mentor 
(Mathematics), KIIT Interna-
tional School, Bhubaneswar, 
inspiring students to develop 
a deeper interest in the subject.

The Valedictory Function 
was graced by Hadibandhu 
Patnaik, Former Principal of 
Sailabala Women’s College, 
Cuttack, along with other 
dignitaries including Subas 
Chandra Rauto and Kapil Jain, 
Project Coordinator, RSC Bhu-
baneswar. During the ceremo-
ny, all meritorious participants 
were felicitated with prizes and 
certifi cates in recognition of 
their outstanding efforts.

The successful organiza-
tion of Mathemagic Fest–2025 
reinforced the role of mathe-
matics as a powerful tool for 
understanding the world and 
nurturing scientific temper 
among students.

NATIONAL MATHEMATICS DAYNATIONAL ATICS DAY

Mathmagic Fest 2025 celebrated at City RSC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: A dele-
gation from the Chapra Munici-
pal Corporation of Bihar, led by 
Mayor Lakshmi Narayan Gup-
ta, visited the Bhubaneswar 
Municipal Corporation (BMC) 
area Monday to study its waste 
and fecal sludge management 
system, sanitation practices, 
and green initiatives.

The visiting team expressed 
high appreciation for BMC’s 
effi cient waste management, 
cleanliness, and efforts to main-
tain greenery across the city. A 
felicitation programme was or-
ganized at the BMC headquar-
ters to welcome the delegation.

The event was attended by 

Bhubaneswar Mayor Sulocha-
na Das, BMC Commissioner 
Chanchal Rana, Additional 
Commissioner Kailash Chan-
dra Das, Chairman of the 
Health Standing Committee Bi-
ranchi Narayan Mahasupakar, 
and other senior offi cials. The 
Chapra Municipal Corporation 
representatives were felicitated 
with bouquets and mementos.

During the interaction, BMC 
offi cials explained the city’s solid 
waste and fecal sludge manage-
ment systems, initiatives to cre-
ate urban forests for maintaining 
greenery, and the use of mechan-
ical sweeping at night to keep 
major roads dust-free. They also 
highlighted public awareness 
campaigns and regular mass 
cleanliness drives conducted 
across the city. It was informed 
that the Mayor, Commissioner, 
and corporators actively monitor 
sanitation systems in their re-
spective wards and lead various 
developmental activities.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: The 
king of Puri, Gajapati Mahara-
ja Dibyasingha Deb, Monday, 
accused the International Soci-
ety for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON) of spreading “mis-
information” against Shree 
Jagannath culture and called 
upon religious scholars and 
devotees to oppose the holding 
of “untimely” Rath Yatra.

Deb, who is also the chairman of 
Shree Jagannath Temple Managing 
Committee (SJTMC), 'said conduct-
ing Rath Yatra on dates not sanc-
tioned by scriptures amounted to 
serious deviation from established 
tradition and posed a threat to the 
sanctity of Jagannath culture.

The comments of Deb, re-

garded as the fi rst servitor of 
Lord Jagannath, came in the 
backdrop of ISKCON stating 
that it was not possible to hold 
Rath Yatra on a single date or 
'tithi' across various countries 
because of logistics issues.

“Holding untimely Rath Yatra 
is a serious deviation. ISKCON 
has been violating scriptures and 
Shree Jagannath tradition. This 
has set a very dangerous trend 
which is now being followed by 
others, weakening the sanctity of 
Jagannath culture,” he said.

The Gajapati Maharaja was 
addressing a congregation of 
the Shree Jagannath Chetana 
Research Institute here Sunday 
evening. He cautioned the people 
of Odisha and across the country 
against what he described as de-

viations from scriptural injunc-
tions in the name of propagating 
Jagannath culture.

According to scriptures, 
Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath 
is held annually on Asadha 
Shukla Paksha Dwitiya Tithi 
(June-July). However, ISKCON, 
in a letter to the SJTMC, has 
said it would not be possible to 
conduct the globally celebrated 
Rath Yatra on one specifi c date.

The organisation, however, 
agreed to observe 'Snan Purni-
ma' ritual on a single day world-
wide in line with the tradition 
of the original shrine at Puri.

“The practice of holding Rath 
Yatra on dates not sanctioned by 
scriptures has emerged as one of 
the most serious misinformation 
campaigns against Shree Jagannath 
culture,” Deb said. “In the name of 
propagation of Jagannath culture, 
there are rampant violations and 
spread of misinformation. In Octo-
ber this year, ISKCON expressed 
its view that it will not hold Rath 
Yatra as per the date prescribed by 
scriptures,” he added.

“In most countries outside 
India, worship of Lord Jagan-
nath is followed by a small 
minority, and permissions 
for processions are difficult 
to obtain. Most government 
authorities in the West al-
low such processions only 
on weekends to avoid disrup-
tions,” the ISKCON said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: The 
CBI arrested another accused 
from Bihar in the sensational 
police SI recruitment scam 
case. 

The accused has been identi-
fi ed as Amit Bharati, who was 
apprehended from Bihar. 

According to sources, the 
arrest comes after extensive 
questioning to the prime sus-
pects Shankar Prusty and 
Suresh Nayak in custody, 
which helped the investigat-
ing team to accumulate cru-
cial Intel. 

Based on the information, 
the investigating team traced 
out Bharti and arrested him 
from Bihar. It is suspected 
that Bharti had a crucial role 
in cross-border operations, 
coordination or communi-
cations linked to the recruit-
ment scam. 

During the probe, the investi-
gating team had questioned an 
SP-rank OPRB offi cer and sum-
moned three board members.

It is to be noted that No-
vember 1, the mastermind 
behind the scam Shankar 
Prusty was arrested from 
Nepal-Uttrakhand border 
while trying to flee from the 
country. Besides, the CBI al-
so arrested several people in-
cluding middlemen, a police 
constable and others for their 
involvement in this high-pro-
file recruitment scam. 

ISKCON spreading misinformation
against Jagannath culture: Gajapati

SI recruitment scam: 
Another accused 
arrested from Bihar

Meeting after nine years,
OWSSB hikes DLR incentive

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: After 
a gap of nine years, the 27th 
Board Meeting of the Odis-
ha Water Supply & Sewerage 
Board (OWSSB) was held today 
under the chairmanship of Min-
ister for Housing & Urban De-
velopment, Krushna Chandra 
Mohapatra. The previous Board 
meeting of OWSSB was held in 
2016. The Board reviewed and 
ratifi ed the payment of gratu-
ity to three Daily Labour Roll 
(DLR) employees, and approved 
an enhancement of Rs 200 in 
the special incentive for DLRs 
working in OWSSB.

The Board has been reconsti-
tuted in October 2025 as part of 
the state government’s concert-
ed efforts to revive, strengthen 
and enhance the institutional 
effectiveness of OWSSB in 
line with the growing urban 
water supply and sewerage 
management requirements of 
the State. Principal Secretary, 
Housing & Urban Development 
Department, Usha Padhee, 
Vice-Chairperson of the Board, 
was present and led the detailed 
deliberations.

The meeting was attended 
by senior offi cials including 
the Additional Secretary, Fi-
nance-cum-Director, Institu-
tional Finance, Chairpersons 
of Keonjhar and Dhenkanal 
Municipalities, the Managing 
Director, WATCO and Engi-
neer-in-Chief, OWSSB as the 
Member Convenor.

Around 24 agenda items 
covering important adminis-
trative, fi nancial and technical 
matters were discussed in de-
tail and decisions were taken. 
Other agenda items aimed at 
improving organisational ef-
fi ciency and service delivery 
were also deliberated upon.

To address key administra-
tive and technical issues in a 
comprehensive manner, the 
Board decided to constitute a 
Committee which will exam-
ine the relevant proposals and 
submit its recommendations 
for further course of action.

The Board emphasized the im-
portance of holding Board meet-
ings on a regular basis to ensure 
effective governance, timely 
decision-making and improved 
overall functioning of OWSSB in 
the larger public interest.

Bihar delegation visits City
to study waste management

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: In a 
bid to protect the environment 
and ensure compliance with the 
Motor Vehicles Act rules, the 
Odisha Transport Department 
has decided to deny fuel at pet-
rol pumps to vehicles that do not 
possess a valid Pollution Under 
Control (PUC) certifi cate. 

A high-level meeting in this 
regard was held Monday at 
the Regional Transport Offi ce, 

Bhubaneswar-1, chaired by 
Transport Commissioner Am-
itabh Thakur. Representatives 
from major oil companies and 
petroleum dealer associations 
participated in the discussion.

Offi cials said the move would 
be implemented after an exten-
sive public awareness campaign 
lasting at least 15 days, aimed at 
informing vehicle owners about 
the mandatory requirement of 
valid pollution certifi cates. 
The petrol pumps will begin 

denying fuel to non-compliant 
vehicles only after the comple-
tion of awareness campaign. 
“The objective is not to create 
inconvenience for citizens, but 
to protect the environment and 
ensure lawful compliance,” offi -
cials said, adding that environ-
mental protection is a collective 
responsibility.

As part of the initiative, pol-
lution testing centres will be 
asked to place stickers on vehi-
cles clearly mentioning the va-

lidity of their PUC certifi cates. 
Petrol pump employees and 
the general public will also be 
sensitized through awareness 
programmes on how pollution 
certifi cates will be verifi ed.

The Transport Department 
clarifi ed that all petrol and 
diesel vehicles, including BS-IV 
and BS-VI models, must carry 
valid pollution certifi cates. 
Verifi cation has already been 
integrated into the state’s e-de-
tection system at toll gates.

‘NO PUC, NO FUEL’ TO BEGIN AFTER AWARENESS DRIVE

SO CHRISTMASSY: Girls pose for a selfi e as santa clause photo bombs them at a roadside Christmas gift shop in Bhubaneswar, Monday  PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: Union 
Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan Monday urged 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi to reconstitute the Odis-
ha State Commission for Back-
ward Classes (OSCBC).

In a letter to Majhi, Pradhan 
said Odisha has 216 socially and 
educationally backward class 
(SEBC) communities, and they 
continue to face challenges in ac-
cessing benefi ts in the absence of 
a functioning commission.

“I would like to draw your 
kind attention towards the 
reconstitution of OSCBC, 
which is presently functus of-
fi cio following the completion 
of its tenure January 3, 2024 
and the absence of appointed 
members,” he said.

“In the absence of a func-
tioning commission, these 
communities are deprived of 
a statutory representation to 
voice their concerns and seek 
redressal of their legitimate 
concerns,” he added.

Pradhan said OSCBC plays 
a pivotal role in examining 
requests for inclusion of com-
munities in the SEBC list, ad-
dressing their grievances and 
advising the government on 
policy matters.

“I request your personal in-
tervention for the early recon-
stitution of the OSCBC, which 
will uphold the spirit of social 
justice besides fulfi lling the 
aspirations of the state’s back-
ward communities,” he said.

Pradhan urges CM to
reconstitute OSCBC
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: The 
two-day Odisha Investors’ Meet 
and roadshow in Hyderabad 
demonstrated growing investor 
confi dence in the coastal state, 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi said here Monday.

Addressing media at Lok 
Seva Bhavan in the City after 
returning from Hyderabad, the 
CM described the visit as high-
ly encouraging and satisfying.

“The Hyderabad outreach 
clearly demonstrated growing 
investor confi dence in Odisha, 
driven by policy clarity, infra-
structure development, and 
proactive governance. The 
feedback from investors con-
fi rms that Odisha’s industrial 
journey has moved from prom-
ise to execution,” he said.

The CM said Odisha is fast 
emerging as one of India’s most 
attractive investment destina-
tions, asserting that the state is 
on course to become the coun-
try’s next major growth engine.

During the two-day visit, 
the state government held 
73 high-level meetings and 
conducted two sector-specifi c 
roundtable discussions — one 
with eight leading pharmaceu-
tical companies and another 
with 27 defence sector compa-
nies. The CM also held 38 one-
on-one meetings with industri-
al leaders.

“These interactions have 
helped position pharma and 
defence — currently underrep-
resented sectors in Odisha — as 
new growth drivers,” Majhi 
said. Discussions covered in-
vestments in pharmaceuticals 
and medical devices, defence 
manufacturing, renewable 
energy equipment, electronics 
and IT, data centres, textiles 
and technical textiles, and ad-
vanced manufacturing.

The Hyderabad roadshow re-
sulted in the signing of 13 MoUs 
involving investments worth 

`27,650 crore, expected to gen-
erate 15,905 jobs. Additionally, 
nine investment intention fi l-
ings (IIFs) were received, indi-
cating potential investments of 
over `39,131 crore and employ-
ment for 40,435 people.

Overall, the meet and road-
show generated investment 
commitments of `66,781 crore, 
with an employment potential 
of 56,340 jobs, making it one of 
the most successful investor 
outreach programmes under-
taken by the Odisha govern-
ment.

The CM said ‘Enterprise 
Odisha’ will be held in Ro-
urkela January 28 and 29, 2026, 
marking a new milestone in the 
state’s industrial roadmap. A 
separate industrial conclave 
is also planned in Kolkata.

He said the next three 
months will be crucial, with 
the government focusing on 
converting investment pro-
posals into grounded projects 
through faster approvals and 
swift execution.

“To further improve the 
investment climate, the state 
government is undertaking 23 
amendments across various 
laws to enhance ease of doing 
business. Outdated regulations 
are being reformed to align 

with current industrial needs,” 
the CM said.

“The faster projects take off 
on the ground, the stronger in-
vestor confi dence becomes,” he 
added.

During the visit, the CM and 
senior offi cials toured Bharat 
Dynamics Limited (BDL) in 
Hyderabad, a leading defence 
manufacturing company. Ma-
jhi said Odisha will develop 
a defence manufacturing eco-
system, with special focus 
on MSMEs, startups, skilled 
manpower, and precision 
manufacturing. Preparations 
are underway for missile com-
ponent manufacturing within 
the state.

Majhi said that since Ut-
karsh Odisha: Make in Odisha 
Conclave 2025, projects worth 
`4.38 lakh crore have been ap-
proved, with employment po-
tential for 2.55 lakh people. In 
the last 18 months alone, indus-
trial projects worth `2.10 lakh 
crore have been inaugurated 
or grounded, creating 1.63 lakh 
jobs.

Sector-specifi c conclaves in 
pharma, textiles, and other in-
dustries have been held, while 
Odisha also signed two MoUs 
at the Semicon Conclave in Del-
hi—refl ecting sustained focus 

on industrialisation.
Industrial leaders who partic-

ipated in the meetings praised 
Odisha’s transparent policies, 
infrastructure improvements, 
responsive governance, and 
the CM’s personal monitoring 
of projects. Many investors ex-
pressed confi dence that Odisha 
is poised to become India’s next 
growth engine.

“The rising interest across 
pharma, defence, electronics, 
renewable energy, IT, textiles, 
and advanced manufactur-
ing refl ects Odisha’s trans-
formation into a diversifi ed, 
value-driven, and employ-
ment-generating industrial 
economy,” the CM said.

Summing up the visit, Majhi 
said Odisha’s industrial man-
tra rests on trust, continuous 
effort, and long-term partner-
ships, adding that the success 
of the Hyderabad roadshow 
marks a signifi cant chapter in 
the state’s growth story.

Among others, Industries 
Minister Sampad Chandra 
Swain, Handlooms and Textiles 
Minister Pradeep Bal Samanta, 
School and Mass Education 
Minister Nityananda Gond and 
MSME Minister Gokulananda 
Mallik were present during the 
Monday’s press meet.

The next three months 
will be crucial, with the 

government focusing on 
converting investment 
proposals into grounded 
projects through faster 
approvals and swift execution
MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI, CHIEF MINISTER

CM: Hyd event shows growing
investor confi dence in Odisha

� Enterprise Odisha will be 
held in Rourkela January 28 and 
29, 2026. A separate industrial 
conclave is also planned in 
Kolkata

� To improve ease of doing 
business, 23 amendments are 
being made to various laws

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: Nor-
mal life was affected in sever-
al parts of the state Monday, 
as the mercury dipped below 
the 10 degrees Celsius-mark 
at nine places, weather offi-
cials said.

According to India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD), 
Koraput in south Odisha re-
corded the coldest temperature 
at 5.5 degrees Celsius, followed 
by G Udayagiri in Kandhamal 
at 6.8 degrees Celsius and Dar-
ingbadi at 7 degrees Celsius.

Phulbani and Semiliguda 
recorded 8 degrees Celsius 
each, while Nabarangpur (8.8 
degrees Celsius) and Boudh 
(9.2 degrees Celsius) also ex-
perienced chilly conditions. 
Chiplima and Rourkela re-
corded 9.9 degrees Celsius, it 
added.

The weather offi ce said cold 
wave conditions are likely to 
persist in several parts of the 
state over the next week as 
there will be no large change 
in night temperatures.

The IMD said dense fog is 
likely to occur during early 
hours in Sundargarh, Jhar-
suguda, Kandhamal, Bolan-
gir and Subarnapur districts 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

26.7° 25.0°
13.6° 12.4°
77% 90%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Fog or mist in 
morning and 

partly cloudy sky 
later.

MARKET WATCH

GOLD    ̀ 136,528   ̀ 2332

SILVER ̀ 213,559   ̀ 5,120

DOLLAR  89.65   0.38

EURO       105.41   0.53

SENSEX 85567.48   638.12

NIFTY     26172.40   206.00

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: A court 
here Monday awarded 10-year 
rigorous imprisonment (RI) to 
three persons after convicting 
them of peddling brown sugar 
in the City in 2020.

The 3rd Additional District 
Judge-cum-Special Judge, Bhu-
baneswar, Khurda held Sk Sagba, 
Tanmay Kumar Sahoo and Sk Fa-
kir guilty in a drug peddling case 

(06/2020) registered at STF Police 
Station under Sections 21(c) and 
29 of the NDPS Act, 1985. The 
court also imposed a fi ne of `1 
lakh on each of the convicts. STF 
sleuths nabbed the three near Ka-
linga Stadium in Bhubaneswar 
while they were trying to peddle 
brown sugar January 19, 2020. 
The sleuths recovered 324 grams 
of brown sugar, one motorcycle 
and other incriminating materi-
als from their possession.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Angul, Dec 22: OP Jindal 
School, Angul celebrated its 
annual function December 19 
and 20 at Eden Garden in Jindal 
Nagar in a vibrant and festive 
atmosphere.

The two-day event featured 
cultural programmes – ‘Me-
lange’ on the fi rst evening and 
‘Punarbharat’ on the second.

While Jindal Mahila Sami-
ti’s Seema Malhan and Anita 
Mittal graced the fi rst evening 
as chief guests, Jindal Steel’s 
Vice President and Head of 
Administration Colonel Sudip 
Majhi attended as the event as 
guest of honour.

On the second evening, An-
gul Superintendent of Police 
Rahul Jain was the chief guest. 
Jindal Steel, Angul Executive 
Director (In-Charge) and Chair-
man of the School Management 
Committee Pankaj Malhan, 
Executive Director (Projects & 
Iron Zone) and Vice Chairman 
Damodar Mittal and Jindal 

Steel, Angul President (Human 
Resource) and CHRO Dillip Ku-
mar Sinha attended the event 
as guests of honour.

The function was inaugurat-
ed with the lighting of the cer-
emonial lamp.

Addressing the gathering, 
the dignitaries motivated stu-
dents to strive for excellence 
and become responsible citi-
zens, while appreciating the 
school’s academic and co-cur-
ricular achievements. Princi-
pal Ashwini Kumar Sahu wel-
comed the guests and presented 
the annual report.

Around 600 students from 
Nursery to Class V performed 
on the fi rst day, while nearly 
500 students from Classes VI to 
XI showcased their talents on 
the second day. A total of 160 
students were felicitated for ac-
ademic excellence, attendance, 
and overall performance. Suc-
cessful alumni qualifying in 
NEET, JEE Main and other 
competitive examinations were 
also honoured.

Angul’s OP Jindal School 
hosts 2-day annual function

3 get 10-yr RI for drug peddling

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhawanipatna, Dec 22: A re-
tired supervisor of the Health 
department was found mur-
dered at her residence and her 
gold jewellery missing at Gadia-
jor village under Dharmagarh 
police limits in Kalahandi dis-
trict, police said Monday.

“The deceased, identifi ed as 
Suchitra Khuntia, 62, had in-
juries on her neck and hands, 
suggesting she was strangled 
with a shawl she was wearing,” 
they said, adding, “All the gold 
jewellery she was wearing was 
missing, indicating a dacoity.”

According to preliminary 
information, the incident took 
place late Sunday night. Khu-
ntia was alone at home as her 
husband, a retired high school 
teacher, and their two sons, 
both government employees, 
live outside the village.

Locals alerted police after 

spotting a lifeless Khuntia ly-
ing in front of the house in the 
morning. Offi cials from Dhar-
magarh police station, along 
with a forensic team and a sniff-
er dog squad, reached the spot 
and launched an investigation.

Police said the assailants 

fl ed after the murder, taking 
away her scooter. They later 
abandoned the vehicle on Biju 
Expressway, about 2 kilometres 
away from her residence. It is 
suspected that they abandoned 
the scooter after running out of 
fuel.

According to family sources, 
Khuntia had retired from ser-
vice in December 2024. She was 
a native of Mahadevstu village 
under Kakatpur police limits in 
Puri district.

After the postmortem, the 
body was handed over to the 
family.

While police were probing 
the case from multiple angles, 
family members claimed the 
murder may not have been 
committed solely for dacoity.

“A case has been registered 
at Dharmagarh police station. 
The exact reason behind her 
killing is yet to be ascertained,” 
they said. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 22: Nu-
merous Odia IT professionals 
are working outside Odisha 
and abroad due to lack of ade-
quate opportunities in the state, 
speakers said at the ‘Global 
Odia SAP Summit 2025’ organ-
ised at Dhauli Garden Sunday.

Participants said many pro-
fessionals are compelled to seek 
jobs outside Odisha as the state 
does not offer enough opportu-
nities, while those willing to 
work with IT companies based 
in Odisha are often offered com-
paratively lower salaries.

They said that if more IT 
companies are encouraged 
to set up operations in Bhu-
baneswar, professionals work-

ing outside the state could 
return to work on their home 
soil and contribute to Odisha’s 
development.

In the era of digital transfor-
mation and AI, the importance 
of the IT sector has increased 
signifi cantly, and the state gov-
ernment should give greater fo-
cus to the sector, speakers said.

Around 550 Odia IT profes-

sionals, including men and 
women working in Odisha, 
other parts of the country and 
abroad, attended the event. 
The meet saw discussions on 
the growth of the IT sector in 
Odisha, available opportunities 
and various challenges faced by 
the industry.

Speakers expressed concern 
that despite BJP being in power 

at both the Centre and the state, 
Odisha continues to lag behind 
in the IT sector. They said the 
state has immense potential for 
IT growth, but the opportuni-
ties are not being fully utilised.

As a result, many Odia 
youths are being forced to seek 
employment outside the state. 
Speakers at the conference said 
the government must focus on 
how the IT sector in Odisha 
can grow in the coming years 
and stressed the need to pro-
vide land, basic infrastructure 
and a single-window clearance 
system to generate large-scale 
employment.

Among others, Global Odia 
SAP president Deepak Mish-
ra and secretary Satyaranjan 
Swain attended the mega event. 

Odia IT professionals decry lack of opportunities

Mercury dips below 
10°C at 9 places

Retired Health dept supervisor
found murdered in Kalahandi

FOR A CAUSE: OUAT students stage a sit-in on the institution premises in Bhubaneswar, Monday, demanding 
immediate release of stipends  OP PHOTO

 POST NEWS NETWORK

Bonai/Lahunipara, Dec 22: 
A young man and a woman 
drowned in Brahmani river 
near Biratola temple under 
Chandiposh police limits in 
Sundargarh district Monday.

The deceased were identifi ed 
as Gyanendra Swain and D 
Monalisa Rao, both residents 
of Rourkela area. Chandiposh 
police registered two unnatu-
ral death cases (23/25 and 24/25) 
and began an investigation. Lo-
cals spotted a motorcycle and 
clothes lying near the riverbank 
around 10am and alerted the po-
lice and Fire Services person-
nel. Police recovered them from 
the water body and rushed them 
to Bonai sub-divisional hospital, 
where they were declared dead. 

2 drown in Sundargarh

Farmers stage protest over delay in opening of mandis
POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharigaon, Dec 22: Farm-
ers staged a blockade in three 
blocks of Nabarangpur district 
Monday to protest delays in 
opening of mandis, distress sale 
of paddy and maize, and a sharp 
cut in maize prices to `600 per 
quintal.

The agitation led by the 
Chashi Mahasangh affect-
ed Jharigaon, Umerkote and 
Raighar blocks. The outfi t 
warned that the protest would 
continue for seven days unless 
the district administration in-
tervenes and resolves the issues.

At Jharigaon bus stand, 
farmers staged a sit-in, display-
ing sacks of paddy and maize. 
Jharigaon tehsildar Sumant 
Kumar Patra reached the spot 

and held discussions with the 
protesters, urging them to with-
draw the blockade. However, 
the farmers said the agitation 
would be called off only after 
the district Collector personally 
assures a solution in writing.

The Biju Janata Dal and the 
Congress extended support to 
the protest. Leaders from both 

parties joined the sit-in along-
side farmers.

Jharigaon, Umerkote and 
Raighar account for a major 
share of maize cultivation in 
Nabarangpur district. Farmers 
alleged that the government 
maize mandis have not been 
opened yet, forcing them to 
sell produce at distress prices.

While maize fetched be-
tween `2,300 and `2,400 per 
quintal around this time last 
year, prices in Odisha have 
dropped to about `1,800 per 
quintal, despite the Centre fi x-
ing the minimum support price 
at `2,400. Farmers said they are 
incurring losses of `500 to `600 
per quintal.

They also alleged that the 
state’s Chief Minister’s maize 
mission has not been imple-
mented effectively in the area. 
Paddy procurement has also 
been delayed this year, with no 
targets issued so far as agree-
ments with millers are yet to 
be fi nalised.

Farmers warned that if the 
issues are not addressed imme-
diately, the agitation would be 
intensifi ed across the district. 
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Seoni, Dec 22: A tigress that 
had been eluding the authori-
ties of Pench Reserve in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Seoni for the last 
24 days was captured and suc-
cessfully airlifted to Rajasthan 
for relocation in an Indian Air 
Force MI-17 helicopter Sunday, 
offi cials said.

The big cat was surrounded 
by elephants several times from 
morning to afternoon, before 
being tranquillised and brought 
to Sukatra airstrip here in a 
rescue vehicle, an offi cial said.

The Indian Air Force MI-17 
helicopter airlifted the tigress, 
along with the cage, to Rajas-
than’s Vishdhari Tiger Reserve 
at around 6 pm, he said.

Pench Tiger Reserve wildlife 
veterinarian Dr Akhilesh Mish-
ra, assistant director Gurleen 
Kaur, Rukhad ranger Lokesh 
Pawar, WCT wildlife veteri-
narian Dr Prashant Deshmukh, 
forest offi cials from Rajasthan, 
and a team of experts were on 
board the helicopter to ensure 
the three-year-old tigress’ safe 
journey, the offi cial said.

“Pench tigress PN-224 was 
captured from the wild and 
airlifted from Sukatra airstrip 
to Rajasthan. This relocation 
will not only increase the tiger 
population in Ramgarh Vish-
dhari Tiger Reserve but will 
also help strengthen genetic 
diversity among different ti-
ger landscapes. This operation 
is an excellent example of sci-

entifi c wildlife management 
and technical prowess,” Pench 
Tiger Reserve deputy director 
Rajneesh Singh said.

“India has achieved another 
major success in wildlife con-
servation and inter-state coor-
dination. The most signifi cant 
aspect of this entire operation 
was the safe transport of the 
tigress to her new home via an 
Indian Air Force MI-17 helicop-
ter. This relocation operation 
was conducted systematically 
and scientifi cally for the past 
month,” Singh informed.

The authorities at Pench Ti-
ger Reserve utilised modern AI-
based camera traps and motion 
sensor cameras to identify and 
monitor the tigress’s movements, 
with approximately 50 cameras 
set up in the area to accurately 
monitor the big cat’s health and 
behaviour, the offi cial said.

The successful operation was 
facilitated by the unique coor-
dination between the Madhya 
Pradesh and Rajasthan Forest 

Departments, with Rajasthan’s 
Chief Conservator of Forests, 
Suganaram Jat, and veterinar-
ian Dr Tejinder camping in 
Pench for the past eight days.

The entire process was com-
pleted under the guidance of 
Pench Tiger Reserve fi eld direc-
tor Devprasad J and deputy di-
rector Rajneesh Kumar Singh, 
offi cials said. The complex 
process of tranquillising the ti-
gress was carried out under the 
leadership of Dr Akhilesh Mish-
ra and Dr Prashant Deshmukh 
(Wildlife Conservation Trust), 
with the assistance of experts 
from Jabalpur Veterinary Col-
lege and fi eld biologists, they 
said, adding that assistant di-
rector Gurleen Kaur led the 
mission during the transfer.

The contribution of fi eld staff 
from the Kurai and Rukhad 
ranges of Pench was crucial to 
the success of this mission, as 
they patrolled daily from 6 am 
to 6 pm to monitor the tigress’ 
movement, they said.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, Dec 22: Arunachal 
Pradesh faced a challenging 
year in 2025, which saw a dip-
lomatic row over the harass-
ment of an Arunachalee wom-
an at Shanghai airport, protests 
against a power project and 
natural disasters affecting over 
16,000 people.

The year also witnessed the 
NDA’s dominance in the politi-
cal sphere with the BJP winning 
a majority of zilla parishad and 
gram panchayat constituencies 
and emerging victorious in civ-
ic elections.

The BJP bagged 170 out of 245 
zilla parishad member (ZPM) 
seats, including 59 uncontest-
ed ones, establishing its clear 
dominance at the district level. 
The party won 14 of the 20 wards 
in the Itanagar Municipal Cor-
poration elections, while it got 
two wards, and its partner Peo-
ples’ Party of Arunachal (PPA) 
secured fi ve in the Pasighat 
Municipal Council. The oppo-
sition Congress failed to open 
its account in both civic bodies.

The year’s most-talked-
about episode was the ordeal 
of Pema Wangjom Thongdok, 
an Arunachal Pradesh native 
residing in the UK, who was 
allegedly detained for nearly 
18 hours at Shanghai airport 
in November while transiting 
from London to Japan.

According to her, Chinese im-
migration refused to recognise 
her Indian passport, declaring it 
“invalid” because the document 
listed Arunachal Pradesh as her 
birthplace. She also claimed 
that offi cials at the airport al-
legedly insisted Arunachal was 
“part of China” and pressured 
her to accept their claim.

“I was held at Shanghai air-
port for over 18 hours…They 
called my Indian passport in-
valid because my birthplace is 

Arunachal Pradesh, which they 
claimed is Chinese territory,” 
she had written on X, describing 
deprivation of food and facilities.

The Centre had immediately 
issued a strong demarche to the 
Chinese side, with the Indian 
consulate in Shanghai inter-
vening in the matter.

Chief Minister Pema Khan-
du condemned the incident as 
“unacceptable, unlawful and an 
affront to India's sovereignty”.

On the domestic front, the pro-
posed 11,000-MW Siang Upper 
Multipurpose Project, considered 
India’s counter initiative to a big 
Chinese dam, faced fi erce resis-
tance from the indigenous Adi 
community people, who had held 
protests claiming that the initia-
tive could lead to displacement 
and irreversible ecological dam-
age. Villagers and organisations 
like the Siang Indigenous Farm-
ers Forum (SIFF) alleged that 
the project was being pushed 

without their consent. Commu-
nities feared submergence of 27 
villages and displacement of 1.5 
lakh people, along with loss of 
agricultural land, deforestation, 
and threats to fragile ecosys-
tems. Even culturally signifi -
cant sites like Kekar Moying, 
linked to the Anglo-Abor war, 
were perceived as at risk.

Acknowledging anxieties, 
Khandu said hydropower gen-
eration is only a by-product, as-
serting, “The real objective of the 
project is to save the Siang river 
and the communities that have 
depended on it for generations.” 
He also assured, “If you don’t 
want a dam…Chapter closed.”

Experts, however, dubbed the 
Siang project a strategic one as 
it could potentially mitigate 
risks of the Chinese dam being 
constructed in the upper stream 
of the Brahmaputra river.

A major corruption con-
troversy also came to the fore 

during the year over compensa-
tion for the Lada-Sarli stretch of 
the Frontier Highway project in 
East Kameng district.

Local organisations alleged 
that payments were made for 
non-existent land and assets, 
while genuine landowners were 
deprived. Following a prelim-
inary probe, the state govern-
ment suspended four offi cials 
- the DFO, district agriculture 
offi cer, district horticulture of-
fi cer and district land revenue 
and settlement offi cer - and rec-
ommended suspension of the 
deputy commissioner. Later, one 
of the four offi cers was arrested.

Claiming that preliminary 
fi ndings revealed “massive mis-
use” of funds, Khandu asserted 
that his government would not 
tolerate this, and the misused 
money would also be recovered.

The arrest of four people by 
Arunachal Pradesh Police for 
allegedly sharing sensitive se-
curity-related information with 
Pakistani handlers also drew 
media attention. 

Monsoon rains caused de-
struction across 26 districts, 
killing 16 people, affecting near-
ly 40,000, and damaging over 670 
houses.

Arunachal endures challenging 2025

 The year also witnessed the NDA’s dominance in 
the political sphere with the BJP winning a majority 
of zilla parishad and gram panchayat constituencies 
and emerging victorious in civic elections

Arunachal weathers turbulent 2025 amid diplomatic row, protests, natural disasters

IAF MI-17 airlifts tigress from 
Pench to Ramgarh Vishdhari
The authorities at Pench 

Tiger Reserve utilised 
modern AI-based camera 

traps and motion 
sensor cameras to identify 
and monitor the tigress’s 

movements

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, Dec 22: The Army will or-
ganise an expedition to the holy Topo 
Gone, a pilgrimage site of the Galo 
community in Arunachal Pradesh’s 
Shi Yomi district, from January 19 to 
24 next year, an offi cial said Monday.

Topo Gone is a 2,900-metre peak 
along the McMahon Line, and it fi nds 
mention in the folklore and folktales of 
the community. A 24-member expedi-
tion team, including four women, will 
embark on the expedition, jointly or-
ganised by the Army and the Galo Wel-

fare Society (GWS), from January 19.
A senior army offi cial said the expe-

dition will mark a landmark collabo-
ration in preserving the indigenous 
cultural fabric of the community.

The Indian army is committed to 
ensuring the pilgrimage is conducted 
with the highest standards of safety, 
dignity, and logistical precision, the 
offi cial said.

In a recent meeting with the Army, 
GWS Research and Documentation 
chairman Moi Bagra shared the his-
torical signifi cance of the Topo Gone. 
He highlighted how the peak has served 
as a vital ancestral landmark symbol-
ising the resilience and heritage of the 
Galo people.

Priest Mogi Ori emphasised the re-
ligious importance of the expedition, 
which aims to reconnect the commu-
nity with a spiritual meridian that has 
been geographically challenging to ac-
cess for generations.

During the discussion, the opening 
up of the area by the Defence and Home 
Ministry for civilian access, develop-
ment of tourism infrastructure, and 
strengthening of national security and 
territorial sovereignty were discussed.

The expedition will be fl agged off 
from the Aalo Brigade in West Siang 
district January 19.

Army to conduct expedition 
to sacred Topo Gone peak

Topo Gone is a 2,900-metre 
peak along the McMahon 

Line, and it fi nds mention in 
the folklore and folktales of 

the community

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhopal, Dec 22: On the fi rst day of 
the commercial run of the Metro ser-
vices in Bhopal Sunday, hundreds of 
residents enthusiastically took rides, 
expressing confi dence that it will 
save time and provide relief from 
traffi c jams.

An offi cial said that the Metro’s 
fi rst service began at 9 am from the 
AIIMS station, and by 6 pm, 5,731 
people had travelled on the new 
mass-transit corridor.

He said that people, along with 
their family members, had been lin-
ing up for tickets since early morn-
ing. Several users were seen taking 
selfi es and photos inside the Metro 
rakes and at stations.

Earlier Saturday, Union minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar and Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Ya-
dav inaugurated the Metro service 
by fl agging off a train from Subhash 

Nagar station on a 7.5-kilometre 
stretch, called the “Priority Corri-
dor”. With this, Bhopal became the 
26th city in the country and the sec-
ond city in Madhya Pradesh, after 
Indore, to have the Metro service.

Rao Singh, who took a Metro ride, 
told PTI Videos that besides saving 

time and money, the new mode of 
transport will provide relief from 
traffi c jams and pollution.

Another passenger, who identifi ed 
himself as Chetan, said he was hap-
py that Bhopal is now on the “Met-
ro list”. Offi ce-goers will benefi t a 
lot due to the Metro service, said a 
young man named Akshay.

While the estimated cost of the 
30.8-km-long Bhopal Metro project 
is Rs 10,033 crore, a sum of Rs 2,225 
crore was spent on the ‘Priority Cor-
ridor’, according to offi cials.

Metro services begin in Bhopal
With this, Bhopal 
became the 26th city 
in the country and the 
second city in Madhya 
Pradesh, after Indore, to 
have the Metro service

EXCITED RESIDENTS FLOCK TO TAKE RIDES, SELFIES

Global scholars discuss 
Tai Khamti heritage 
with Arunachal DyCM
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, Dec 22: Arunachal 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister 
Chowna Mein Monday held an 
interaction with an internation-
al delegation of scholars and Tai 
Khamti elders at Chongkham in 
Namsai district, focusing on the 
preservation of the communi-
ty’s language, cultural heritage 
and ancient manuscripts.

The meeting underscored 
the need for documentation, 
research and digitisation to 
safeguard indigenous knowl-
edge systems in the state.

International scholars includ-
ed Dr Yashwant Pathak, Profes-
sor at the University of South 
Florida, Devesh Pandit, ICCS 
USA board member and exec-
utive director of the Research 
Institute of World’s Ancient 
Traditions, Cultures and Heri-
tage (RIWATCH) Vijay Swami, 
along with Tai Khamti elders 
and executive members of Pali 
Vidyapeeth at Chongkham.

Mein said the exchange of 
views ‘underscored the impor-
tance of documentation, research 
and digitisation to safeguard 
these invaluable cultural assets’.



T
he passage of the Viksit 
Bharat Guarantee for 
Rozgar and Ajeevika 
Mission (Gramin) 

Bill, 2025 called the VB-G RAM 
G Bill, marks a decisive break 
from one of India’s most conse-
quential social legislations. It 
replaced the landmark National 
Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act (NREGA) of 2005, which 
was later named after Mahat-
ma Gandhi. While the govern-
ment insists that the new law is 
a reform that raises the ceiling 
of guaranteed work from 100 
to 125 days, this claim does not 
survive even cursory scrutiny. 
What the new Bill does, in sub-
stance, is far more troubling: it 
dismantles the justiciable right 
to work, recentralises control, 
shifts the fi scal burden to states, 
and weakens labour’s bargain-
ing power in rural India. 

NREGA was never just anoth-
er welfare scheme. It was a legal 
innovation that translated Article 
41 of the Constitution - the state’s 
obligation to secure the right to 
work - into an enforceable entitle-
ment. If work was not provided 
within 15 days of demand, the 
state was legally bound to pay 
an unemployment allowance. 
Under NREGA employment 
was demand-driven, universal, 
and the right was justiciable. 
NREGA was a proxy for genuine 
unemployment insurance, a so-
cial security measure, which is 
still a distant dream despite the 
new Labour Codes.  VB-G RAM 
G replaces this rights-based, de-
mand led framework with a sup-
ply-driven, budget-capped scheme 
whose guarantees are conditional 
on Central allocations and admin-
istrative discretion.

Recall that the roots of NRE-
GA were in Maharashtra’s Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme 
(EGS). Born out of the devastat-
ing droughts of the early 1970s, 
EGS was fi nanced through a 
dedicated tax on urban work-
ers and backed by a statutory 
guarantee of rural employment. 
Its genius lay in its simplicity: 
work on demand, locally deter-
mined public works, and wag-
es paid as a matter of right. For 

over three decades, EGS acted 
as an unemployment insurance 
programme for rural Maharash-
tra. It became the intellectual 
and institutional template for 
NREGA. The design of EGS it-
self was inspired by pilot proj-
ects implemented in the early 
1960’s, under the leadership of 
VS Page, a dhoti-clad Gandhian, 
who was the speaker of Maha-
rashtra’s Legislative Council for 
a record eighteen years. 

EGS also revealed a political 
truth that remains relevant 
today. By setting a fl oor on 
wages and offering workers an 
exit option, it reduced labour’s 
dependence on landlords and 
contractors. Unsurprisingly, it 
faced resistance from the land-
ed elite who complained about 
“labour shortages” and rising 
wages. That resistance never 
disappeared; it merely went 
underground. The new Bill’s 
provision allowing a 60-day 
pause in employment during 
peak agricultural seasons — 
ostensibly to “facilitate labour 
availability” — reads less like 
neutral policy design and more 
like a concession to agrarian 
power structures that have 
long resented NREGA’s impact 
on rural labour markets. Even at 
its peak, NREGA has provided a 
tiny fraction of total person-days 
of employment in rural areas. 
So, its distortionary impact on 
the labour market is overstated.

The centrepiece of the govern-
ment’s defence is the increase in 

guaranteed employment from 
100 to 125 days. But this is largely 
symbolic. Even under NREGA, 
only a small fraction of house-
holds actually received the full 
100 days of work in most years. 
Raising the ceiling without ensur-
ing an enforceable demand-based 
provision is like promising a tall-
er ladder while quietly removing 
the ground beneath it.

More importantly, the new 
Bill caps total expenditure 
through “State-wise normative 
allocations” determined by the 
Centre. Any spending beyond 
this ceiling must be borne by 
the states, following procedures 
prescribed by the Centre itself. 
A right that depends on fi scal 
discretion is not a right; it is a 
favour. By embedding budget 
caps in the statute, the Bill con-
verts a legal guarantee into a 
Centrally-rationed programme.

NREGA, for all its fl aws, em-
bodied a workable form of coop-
erative federalism. The Centre 
bore the full wage cost and most 
of the material cost, recognising 
that poorer states with higher 
unemployment also have weak-
er fi scal capacity. VB-G RAM G 
overturns this logic. The pro-
posed 60:40 cost-sharing pattern 
shifts a signifi cant additional 
burden onto the states — es-
timated at over `50,000 crore 
annually — at a time when the 
fi scal autonomy of the states has 
already been eroded by GST and 
borrowing constraints. This is 
not merely a fi scal issue; it 

is a constitutional one. Em-
ployment and public works 
fall squarely within the State 
List and the domain of local 
self-government under the 
Eleventh Schedule. 

Defenders of the Bill argue 
that NREGA was ineffi cient, 
corruption-prone, and admin-
istratively rigid. But these were 
problems of implementation, 
not of design. The response to 
delayed payments, biometric 
failures, and exclusion errors 
should have been institutional 
repair, not legal dilution. 

NREGA’s most radical feature 
was its universality. It did not rely 
on poverty lines, benefi ciary lists 
or targeting errors. Anyone will-
ing to do unskilled manual work 
could demand employment. This 
self-targeting design minimised 
exclusion and leakage, a point 
repeatedly affi rmed by empirical 
research. VB-G RAM G departs 
from this principle by allowing 
the Centre to notify specifi c ru-
ral areas where employment 
will be provided. A guarantee 
that applies only where the Cen-
tre chooses to apply it is a con-
tradiction in terms. During the 
COVID-19 shock NREGA acted as 
a shock absorber, sustaining ru-
ral demand and preventing mass 
destitution. It has also raised 
the labour force participation of 
women, improved bargaining 
power for the poorest workers, 
and reduced distress migration. 
These were not side effects; they 
were central to its design. A pro-
gramme that modestly improves 
the bargaining power of labour in 
one of the most unequal labour 
markets in the world should be 
celebrated, not dismantled.

A nation aspiring to be “Viksit 
Bharat” by 2047 should be ex-
panding the scope of social citi-
zenship and social security, not 
shrinking it. Reforming NREGA 
was both necessary and desir-
able. Replacing a justiciable right 
with a discretionary scheme is 
neither reform nor progress. It 
is a constitutional, economic and 
moral step backward.

The writer is a noted 

economist. 
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F ar-Right politics has claimed yet another South American coun-
try – Chile - with the recent victory of the ultraconservative 
lawyer, Jose Antonio Kast who defeated his rival, the Left party 

candidate Jeannette Jara in the presidential race. Jara is a minister 
in the outgoing Communist government. Kast’s victory marks the 
latest win for the resurgent Right in Latin America. He joins Ecuador’s 
Daniel Noboa, El Salvador’s Nayib Bukele, Argentina’s Javier Milei 
and Bolivia’s Rodrigo Paz who ended in October almost two decades 
of socialist rule in his country.

The election result of Chile was a foregone conclusion with the com-
bined vote share of the Far-Right and Right forces far exceeding that of 
the Left candidate in the fi rst round of election that failed to produce a 
clear-cut winner making the run-off inevitable. The surprising element 
of the outcome is that Chile is the most stable and peaceful among 
South American countries where the space for ultra-Right politics 
was supposed to be limited. However, crimes and entry of migrants 
from neighbouring Peru, Bolivia and Venezuela have been problematic 
for the average Chilean population. It is said that a common refrain 
of the average Chilean has been that day to day life is no longer as 
peaceful as before. This is an oversimplifi cation of the reality since 
offi cial crime data shows people taking refuge in Chile are much less 
prone to committing crimes than homegrown criminals. But, Kast 
eloquently leveraged voter fears over rising crime and migration to 
take the country to its sharpest rightward shift since the end of a 
ruthless dictatorship clamped by General Pinochet in 1990. He secured 
58.30 per cent of the vote in the runoff with Leftist candidate Jara, 
managing to get 41.70 per cent.

The political background of Kast reveals his rightist bent of mind 
from the beginning of his career and he conducted his presidential 
campaign in a clever manner, avoiding many of the controversial is-
sues such as his family’s closeness to Pinochet, abortion and same-sex 
marriage. Being the father of nine children, he is a staunch opponent of 
abortion. His strategy was not to harp on issues on which his position 
is well known. Instead, he focused on a severe crackdown on crimes, 
setting up super-secure jails, creating a police force inspired by US 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement to rapidly detain and expel 
illegal migrants in the country. He has also touted massive cuts in pub-
lic spending and embracing a market economy with least government 
control as the answer to the livelihood crisis. He is an admirer of US 
President Donald Trump’s politics and has declared he would replicate 
the Trump-style Make America Great Again (MAGA) to safeguard 
Chile’s economic interests fi rst.

However, Kast’s more radical proposals are likely to face pushback 
from a divided Congress. While Right-wing parties won seats in both 
legislative houses in a November general election, most of those gains 
came from more traditional parties. The Senate is evenly split be-
tween Left and Right-wing parties, while the swing vote in the lower 
legislative body belongs to the populist People’s Party. For example, 
changing the country’s abortion laws would require the support of 
more than half of the Congress to pass.

Chile is the world’s largest copper producer and a major producer of 
lithium. Expectations of less regulation and market-friendly policies 
have already buoyed the local stock market and equity benchmark.

Among the contributory factors to the rise of the Far-Right is the 
people’s frustration due to the failure of the liberal political parties to 
deliver. In Chile’s case a section of the population is not also averse to 
the return of the dictatorial politics represented by Pinochet’s regime. 
The past close ties between Kast's family and the Pinochet government 
do not make him untouchable to this section of the people. However, 
during the campaign Kast rather kept silent over facts such as his fa-
ther being German and an ardent supporter of Nazism and his brother 
a minister during Pinochet’s rule.

The challenge before Kast will be how he can demonstrate his polit-
ical skill to get his job done in the Congress where he will not have an 
absolute majority. He will need to forge a coalition with the right party 
if he hopes to govern without trying to trample down the country’s 
democratic gains, however noticeable or otherwise.
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 Far-Right Chile

SPECTRUM GEOPOLITICS

The Transatlantic Rupture

Bangladesh turmoil

Sir, Bangladesh is heading into its February 12 parliamentary elections 
amid instability, underscoring the fragility of the interim government 
led by Muhammad Yunus. The immediate trigger for the unrest was the 
death of Sharif Osman Hadi, a leader of the July movement and an elec-
tion candidate, which sparked violent protests in Dhaka and other cities. 
Mobs attacked media houses, public infrastructure and Indian diplomatic 
premises, alarming citizens and neighbours. Although the interim ad-
ministration declared a day of mourning and appealed to people to resist 
mob violence by “fringe elements,” its response has failed to inspire 
confi dence. The crisis has exposed Yunus’ limited ability to control rival 
political forces, Islamist hardliners and street mobilisation. Anti-India 
slogans and graffi ti have become common since former Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina's departure to New Delhi, turning India into a convenient 
political target. For New Delhi, the implications are serious. Communal 
violence and radical mobilisation affect border security, while China and 
Pakistan exploit the vacuum. People to people ties are eroding, goodwill 
is diminishing, and uncertainty over Hasina's stay in India complicates 
diplomacy. The election outcome will shape regional stability.  

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

The happiness you give makes 
you happier than the happiness 
you receive.

 THE MOTHER

A STEP BACKWARD
VB-G RAM G

T he North Atlantic is un-
dergoing sweeping his-
torical changes as the rift 

between Europe and America 
widens. Under President Don-
ald Trump, the US is seeking to 
create a world order based solely 
on spheres of interest, and dom-
inated by the “big three” global 
powers: the US, China, and Rus-
sia. To achieve this, the Trump 
administration is prepared to 
abandon the traditional foun-
dations of US infl uence: its net-
work of alliances to the values 
that have underpinned Ameri-
can democracy for 250 years.

As Trump and his MAGA 
movement see it, Europe is the 
second major battleground (af-
ter the US itself) that needs to be 
conquered. And because this will 
require breaking up the EU, the 
decades-long transatlantic alli-
ance has given way to enmity 
in remarkably short order. It is 
worth dwelling on how radical 
a break this is. The US emerged 
from World War II as the princi-
pal victor in both the European 
and Pacifi c theaters. It then went 
on to defeat the Soviet Union in 
the Cold War, which was not just 
a costly thermonuclear arms 
race between two superpowers, 
but also a struggle between two 

socioeconomic and normative 
systems. The Western combina-
tion of individual liberty, democ-
racy, and the market economy 
was pitted against the Soviet 
one-party police state, with its 
sclerotic planned economy. The 
choice between two alternatives 
was clear, and America’s model 
ultimately prevailed. The Soviet 
Union collapsed, dissolved, and 
vanished, leaving a Russian 
rump that, unable to reconcile 
with a post-imperial identity, 
became increasingly revanchist.

But with Trump’s election 
and then re-election, Americans 
made clear their frustration 
with serving as the world’s po-
liceman and shouldering what-
ever burden that entailed. Thus, 
Europe’s great failure over the 
past decades after the end of 
the Cold War is that it did not 
assume more responsibility 
for defending its own borders 
– a precondition for preserving 
sovereignty. From the Krem-
lin’s perspective, Europe’s vul-
nerability was an opportunity.

The new US National Security 
Strategy, together with Trump’s 
plan to end the war in Ukraine – 
which largely endorses Russia’s 
maximalist positions – leaves 
no doubt about this administra-

tion’s objectives. In a typically 
deranged fashion, Trump and 
his MAGA acolytes claim that 
the EU is an anti-American 
project that must be destroyed. 
Countries that have been friends 
and allies for eight decades are 
now being portrayed as adver-
saries, while Vladimir Putin’s 
Russia is to be admired.

By staking out these posi-
tions, Trump has effectively 
dismantled the transatlantic 
West. In its place, he is creating 
an imperial America to mirror 
Russia’s imperial dreams, as 
well as those increasingly being 
pursued by China. In this new 
world order, raw power, not the 
rule of law, is all that matters.

In pursuit of this vision, 
Trump has made George Or-
well’s gifts of prophecy look 
even more impressive. In Or-
well’s classic dystopian novel, 
1984, the world is similarly 
divided between three conti-
nental powers. Under Trump, 
the traditional values of Amer-
ican democracy have become 
obstacles to sweep aside, while 
foreign authoritarian regimes 
have become models to emulate.

Perhaps Trump hopes that 
by betraying Ukraine – and, by 
extension, Europe – and siding 

with Putin, he can draw Russia 
onto his side in the struggle with 
China. But Putin is not going to 
play ball. He knows that without 
China at his side, Russia is far too 
weak to maintain its precarious 
great-power status. Besides, both 
China and Russia are seeking a 
reordering of the global hierar-
chy at America’s expense. 

Betraying longstanding US 
allies will not make Putin more 
inclined toward peace. On the 
contrary, he will be further em-
boldened. Drunk from his victory 
over the West in Ukraine, he will 
start planning his advance west-
ward. A ceasefi re on his terms is 
nothing but a tactical pause.

Already, the risk of a wider war 
is rising along Eurasia’s main ax-
es: in the Far East between China 
and Japan, over Taiwan, and on 
NATO’s eastern fl ank. Europe 
must prepare for hard times 
ahead. This dangerous geopolit-
ical crisis has been compounded 
by its own weak growth and fail-
ure to keep pace with China and 
America technologically. This 
gap must be closed. Sovereignty 
may come at a high price, but Eu-
rope’s freedom is priceless.

The writer is a former 

foreign minister 

of Germany.©PROJECT SYNDICATE

 A programme that modestly improves the 
bargaining power of labour in one of the 

most unequal labour markets in the world 
should be celebrated, not dismantled

A RIGHT THAT 
DEPENDS 

ON FISCAL 
DISCRETION IS 

NOT A RIGHT; IT 
IS A FAVOUR

Ajit Ranade

BETRAYING 
LONGSTANDING 
US ALLIES WILL 

NOT MAKE PUTIN 
MORE INCLINED 
TOWARD PEACE

Joschka Fischer

WISDOM CORNER
The truth is a snare: you cannot have it, without being 
caught. You cannot have the truth in such a way that you 
catch it, but only in such a way that it catches you.  
 SOREN KIERKEGAARD

Through pride we are ever deceiving ourselves. But deep 
down below the surface of the average conscience a still, 
small voice says to us, something is out of tune. 
 CARL JUNG

We're so engaged in doing things to achieve purposes of 
outer value that we forget the inner value, the rapture that 
is associated with being alive, is what it is all about.
 JOSEPH CAMPBELL

 
1815: Jane Austen published her fourth novel, Emma, which centres on a 
precocious young woman whose misplaced confi dence in her matchmaking 
abilities occasions several romantic misadventures.

1888: The incident at the Yellow House. Vincent van Gogh cut off part of 
his own left ear on this day in 1888 after a heated argument with fellow 
artist Paul Gauguin, with whom he had been sharing a house in the south of 
France. Van Gogh reportedly then delivered his ear to a nearby brothel. Art 
historians have debated the incident for decades.

1941: Early in World War II, invading Japanese forces defeated U.S. troops 
at the Battle of Wake Island.

1968: Eighty-two crewmen of the USS Pueblo were released after being 
held in captivity for 11 months by North Korea, which claimed the U.S. Navy 
intelligence ship had crossed into its waters.

1990: Slovenian referendum on independence from Yugoslavia. The Eastern 
European country had joined the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 
as a socialist republic state in 1945. Actual independence for the country 
did not occur until June of 1991, when the Slovenians rejected Yugoslavian 
interference in the form of a 10-day war that ended on July 7, 1991. A new 
constitution for the country came into force on December 23, 1991.

Simplify language

Sir, The renaming of laws and regulations 
in complex, Sanskritised Hindi risks widen-
ing the existing resentment against Hindi 
in non-Hindi states, a challenge the govern-
ment at the Centre is already confronting. In 
regions like Punjab, many citizens struggle 
to pronounce, spell or remember new titles 
such as BNS replacing IPC, MGNREGA by 
VB GRAM G Act making laws feel distant 
and intimidating. Instead of promoting unity, 
such linguistic complexity alienates people. If 
renaming is unavoidable, terms should be sim-
ple, short, brief and easily understood across 
regions. Governance should aid smooth assim-
ilation, not fuel linguistic anxiety. Laws exist 
for the common citizen, not just for scholars 
and examiners; simplicity builds acceptance, 
complexity breeds resistance. 

RS Narula, PATIALA

MOVE YOUR CARS

It had been snowing for hours when 
an announcement came over the 

intercom: “Will the students who 
are parked on University Drive 
please move their cars so that we 

may being 
plowing.” 

Twenty minutes later 
there was another announcement: 
“Will the nine hundred students 
who went to move fourteen cars 
return to class.”

 FOCUS



In BJP rule, 
hatred, 
infl ation, un-

employment and 
corruption are 
rising unabated, 
while everything 
else is shrinking, then how 
can MGNREGA survive? That's 
why MGNREGA cards are being 
deleted

AKHILESH YADAV | SP PRESIDENT

The removal 
of the 
Mahatma’s 

name was only 
the tip of the 
iceberg. The 
very structure 
of MGNREGA, so integral to its 
impact, has been annihilated

SONIA GANDHI | 
CONG PARL PARTY CHAIRPERSON
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RARE MIGRATORY BIRDS 
SPOTTED AT LATUR LAKES
Migratory birds like the Bar-headed 
Goose (Anser indicus) and the 
Common Crane (Grus grus) have 
begun arriving at the Pangaon and 
Kamkheda lakes in Latur’s Renapur 
tehsil, wildlife experts said Monday

The progress of the country, 
resources, and technologies are 
important, but what is more im-
portant is the futuristic technology 
and knowledge. The future of any 
country is based on what type of 
futuristic technology it possesses
NITIN GADKARI   | UNION MINISTER

In partic-
ular, the 
votes of the 

minorities, wom-
en and margin-
alised sections 
of the people are 
going continuously to the DMK. 
Such votes did not go to the 
BJP despite their efforts. Hence, 
the SIR exercise was devised 
to search and delete votes of 
such people; approximately 97 
lakh votes have been struck off 
the electoral rolls in Tamil Nadu 
and in Chennai alone about 14 
lakh votes have been removed

UDHAYANIDHI STALIN | TN DEPUTY CM

Prohibitory orders 
in 2 Assam districts 
Diphu: Four people were 
injured in police fi ring on 
protesters who went on a 
rampage, setting ablaze the 
residence of Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC) 
chief  Monday, prompting 
the authorities to impose 
prohibitory orders in two 
districts, offi cials said. 
Besides Karbi Anglong, the 
restrictive orders under 
Section 163 of Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
were clamped on West Karbi 
Anglong district. 

Delhi court reserves 
order on Michel’s plea 
New Delhi: A Delhi court 
reserved its order for Tuesday 
on a plea fi led by Christian 
James Michel seeking 
release from custody in a CBI 
case related to the alleged 
AgustaWestland VVIP chopper 
scam.  Michel has sought 
release on the grounds that 
he had already undergone the 
maximum period of sentence 
of seven years for the charges 
against him.   

More than 500 fl ights 
delayed at Delhi airport 
New Delhi: More than 500 
fl ights were delayed, and 
at least 14 fl ights were 
cancelled at the Delhi airport 
due to bad weather and 
low visibility conditions.  
An offi cial said that 14 
fl ights, including 6 arrivals 
and 8 departures, were 
cancelled. These also include 
international fl ights.  DIAL 
operates the Indira Gandhi 
International Airport (IGIA), 
the country's largest airport, 
which generally handles 
around 1,300 fl ights daily.
 

HC protects Madhavan’s
personality rights
New Delhi: The Delhi High 
Court Monday protected 
the personality rights of 
Bollywood actor R Madhavan 
by restraining several 
websites and online platforms 
from illegally using his name 
or images for commercial 
gain without his consent.  The 
high court also restrained 
several defendants from 
using the personality traits 
of Madhavan through the 
use of artifi cial intelligence 
and deepfake technology 
and ordered the takedown 
of certain obscene content 
uploaded on the Internet. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Dec 22: A video of BJP 
councillor Renu Chaudhary allegedly 
threatening an African national for 
not learning Hindi has gone viral on 
social media.

In the purported video, Chaud-
hary, who represents Ward No 196 
of east Delhi’s Patparganj, is heard 
asking the man, a football coach who 
teaches children at an MCD park, 
why he has not learned Hindi yet 
and giving him an ultimatum that if 
he does not learn the language with-
in a month, action would be taken 
against him.

She is also heard telling him that 

since he earns money in India, he 
should learn the language.

“Hindi nahi seekhi. Kyun nahi 
seekhi? Agar ek mahine mein Hindi 
nahi seekhi, toh park cheen lo inse? 
(You haven’t learnt Hindi. Why? If 
you don’t learn Hindi in a month, 
then take him off the park),” she is 
heard saying in the video.

Defending her remarks, Chaud-
hary said eight months ago she had 
asked the coach to learn basic Hindi, 
but he had not complied. She alleged 
that the man conducted commercial 
activities inside the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) park with-
out paying the required revenue and 
had not addressed cleanliness issues 
that were pointed out.

The MCD staff faced diffi culties 
communicating with him due to the 
language barrier, she said.

“He engages in commercial ac-
tivities inside the MCD park and is 
supposed to pay revenue. He is teach-
ing students, but when asked about 
it, he said he does not know Hindi. 
It was eight months ago that I re-
quested him to learn the language,” 
Chaudhary said in a separate video 
statement.

She claimed that she had earlier 
offered to pay for his Hindi tuition. 
“He did not pay heed to my request. 
Neither did he reduce commercial ac-
tivities nor did he take steps to main-
tain cleanliness. He has been here for 
14 years, he should have learnt basic 
Hindi by now,” said the councillor, 
who said she did not believe she had 
done something wrong.

'LEARN HINDI OR LEAVE'

Video of BJP councillor remarks sparks row

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Dec 22: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee Monday lashed out at the 
Election Commission, alleging 
that there were “gross errors” 
in the draft rolls published fol-
lowing the enumeration phase 
of the SIR in the state.

Addressing a meeting of 
TMC's Booth Level Agents 
(BLAs) at the Netaji Indoor 
Stadium here, she dubbed it an 
exercise “riddled with blunders 
from A to Z”.

Banerjee also accused the 
poll panel of housing “a BJP 
agent in its offi ce” and “alter-
ing electoral rolls as per his 
advise”. She alleged that the 
EC was appointing observers 
without informing the state 
government, and working to 
foster the interests of the saf-
fron camp.

“The EC is working only as 
per the directions of the BJP. 
There are gross errors in map-
ping of voters during the enu-
meration phase of the special 
intensive revision (SIR) exer-
cise in the state. The exercise 
is a blunder from beginning to 
end,” the CM asserted.

Alleging that thousands of 
“legitimate voters” have found 
their names deleted from the 
draft rolls, Banerjee said, “We 
don't know how the problems of 
so many genuine electors can 
be solved in so little time.”

In the draft electoral rolls 
published after the enumer-
ation phase, 58,20,899 names 
have been excluded, reducing 
the electorate to 7.08 crore in 
West Bengal.

Around 1.36 crore entries 

have also been fl agged for 
“logical discrepancies”, while 
30 lakh voters were categorised 
as unmapped – a signifi cant 
percentage of whom are like-
ly to be called for verifi cation 
hearings. The TMC supremo al-
so asserted that central offi cers 
who have been appointed mi-
cro observers for SIR hearings 
have “little knowledge” of the 
local language, and are “unfi t” 
to conduct hearings.

“Several central agencies 
have played a role in appoint-
ing BLOs. They have also 
appointed observers without 
our knowledge. The state will 
extend all cooperation to them, 
but I must know the details of 
all these people, including 
where they live and which de-
partments they serve.”

The chief minister accused 
the EC of “forcefully” conduct-
ing the exercise, “which takes 
two years to complete”, with-
in two months, ahead of the 
assembly elections, so that the 
state is unable to carry out its 
development activities.

Banerjee warned the BLAs 
that “indiscriminate” use of 
AI in mapping of rolls has also 
resulted in wrongful deletions.

Without directly referring 
to Banerjee's own Bhabani-
pur assembly seat in south 
Kolkata from where nearly 
45,000 names were deleted in 
the draft rolls, Banerjee said, 
“Several wards in the Kolkata 
municipal area underwent 
delimitations recently on ac-
count of which many address-
es were realigned. That led 
to faulty mapping in the SIR 
rolls. This isn't BLO fault, it's 
an error of the commission”.

DRAFT ROLLS
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Bangalore, Dec 22: AICC 
general secretary Sachin Pilot 
Monday said that the Congress 
will hold a massive protest in 
Jaipur December 26 against the 
Centre on the Aravalli defi ni-
tion issue.

He was referring to the re-
cent recommendations of a 
committee under the Union 
Ministry of Environment, For-
ests and Climate Change on the 
defi nition of the Aravalli hills 
and ranges, accepted by the 
Supreme Court November 20.

According to the new defi ni-
tion, “Aravalli hill is any land-
form in the designated Aravalli 
districts with an elevation of 
100 metres or more above its 
local relief”, and an “Aravalli 
range is a collection of two or 
more such hills within 500 me-
tres of each other”.

Speaking to reporters here, 
Pilot said a massive protest will 
be held to stop the government 
from doing what it intends.

“To my mind, the only incen-
tive could be to oblige few people 
who make money in the mining 
sector. Whoever may be involved 
-- there should be a judicial probe 
as to who started it, who is doing 
and behind all this.”

Pilot said he will take part in 
the march December 26 in Jai-
pur to raise a voice against the 

intention of the BJP ruled gov-
ernments to allow the Araval-
lis to disappear. “It is a death 
warrant, as I can see it, in the 
next few years, what is going to 
happen to the Aravallis.”

“The Aravallis issue is some-
thing that the central govern-
ment and more importantly the 
BJP leadership has to answer. 
All the four states where the 
Aravalli exists -- Gujarat, Ra-
jasthan, Haryana and Delhi 
-- are ruled by BJP,” Pilot said.

He further said no matter 
what excuses they make, the 
fact of the matter is that today, 
for the fi rst time ever the Ara-
valli range is in absolute risk 
and that will be catastrophic 
not just to that region, but even 
for areas around it.

“The Aravallis have served 
as a safeguard to the NCR, Delhi 
region, by stopping the desertifi -
cation, and supporting monsoon, 
crops, irrigation, all of those 
things for a millennium,” he said.

Questioning as to why a re-
port given by some foreigner in 
1968 regarding the height and 
breadth of Aravallis is being 
taken into consideration, the 
former union minister said 
that the Government of India 
and the government of Rajas-
than should come forward and 
say categorically that they will 
not allow any illegal mining, 
and protect the Aravallis for 
the next generation.

“Young people of India are 
watching every step of the gov-
ernment...the forest survey of 
India has given a report, the 
empowered committee chair-
man has resigned. More than 
ten thousand entities are doing 
illegal mining, even today. Why 
do the four state governments, 
all belonging to BJP, not stop 
the illegal mining? Why are we 
endangering the future genera-
tions' livelihood and prosperity, 
risking the Aravallis,” he asked. 
The Centre Sunday rejected 
claims that the new defi nition 
of the Aravalli range will allow 
large-scale mining and cited a 
Supreme Court-ordered freeze on 
new mining leases in the region.

It said a Supreme Court-ap-
proved framework provides 
for stronger protection of the 
mountain system and places 
a freeze on new mining leases 
until a comprehensive manage-
ment plan is fi nalised.

ARAVALLI 
DEFINITION 

ISSUE
Cong to protest against Centre

CONG SPREADING LIES: BHUPENDER 
NEW DELHI: Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav Monday 
accused the Congress of spreading “misinformation” and “lies” on the 
issue of the new defi nition of the Aravallis and stressed that mining 
can be carried out legally in only 0.19 per cent of the area covered by 
the mountain range.  At a press briefi ng, he said the Narendra Modi 
government remains “fully committed” to protecting and restoring 
the Aravallis. “The Congress, which allowed rampant illegal mining in 
Rajasthan during its tenure, is spreading confusion, misinformation 
and lies about the issue,” the minister alleged.

Mamata blames EC
for ‘gross errors’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kochi, Dec 22: Ahead of the As-
sembly polls, the Congress-led 
UDF in Kerala Monday decid-
ed to expand its base by adding 
three more political parties, 
including the Trinamool Con-
gress, to its fold.

However, the leader of 
one of the parties named 
as a UDF associate, said 
they had never approached 
the Congress-led alliance 
for a tie-up. Speaking to re-
porters after a UDF meeting, 
leader of opposition in Kera-
la assembly, V D Satheesan, 
said the Trinamool Congress 
(Kerala unit), led by former 
MLA P V Anvar; the Janadhip-
athya Rashtriya Party (JRP), 
led by tribal leader C K Janu; 
and the Kerala Kamaraj Con-
gress, led by Vishnupuram 
Chandrasekharan, will be-
come associates of the UDF. 
C K Janu and Vishnupuram 
Chandrasekharan were ear-
lier constituents of the BJP-
led National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) and had quit 
the front, Satheesan said. 

No issues in K’taka Cong to resolve: DKS
LEADERSHIP ROW

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Dec 22: A day after 
Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge said the leadership row 
involving Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah and his deputy DK Shi-
vakumar was at the local level 
and not the high command, the 
deputy CM Monday said no 
such confusion exists locally.

Siddaramaiah reiterated 
that the party high command 
and top Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi should decide on the 
matter and that everyone will 
abide by it.

After showing signs of abat-
ing in the wake of the breakfast 
diplomacy by the CM and Shi-
vakumar, the leadership row 
has once again come to the fore-
front over the past few days.

AICC General Secretary 
Sachin Pilot sought to play 
down the power tussle, saying 
the two top leaders were work-
ing like "brothers," even as 
Shivakumar sought to blame 
the media over the matter.

"There are no issues to re-
solve. You (media) are creating 

issues. I have said what I have 
to. The chief minister has said 
what he has to. Kharge has said 
whatever he has to..." Shivaku-
mar told reporters.

He urged the media not to 
worry about the party's inter-
nal dynamics.

He was responding to a ques-
tion on Congress president 
Kharge's statement that the 
confusion over the leadership 
issue in the party's Karnataka 
unit exists only at the local lev-
el and not with the party high 

command.
Kharge had also said that the 

local leaders should take own-
ership of the internal disputes 
rather than blaming the high 
command. The power tussle has 
intensifi ed amid speculations of 
a change in chief minister in the 
state, after the Congress govern-
ment reached the halfway mark 
of its fi ve-year term on Novem-
ber 20. The speculation was fu-
elled by a "power-sharing" pact 
between Siddaramaiah and Shi-
vakumar in 2023.

UDF announces 
3 new associates



I witnessed 
(devel-
opments 

related to) the 
Jhiram Valley 
incident. Today, I 
want to say with 
great responsibility that no one 
else was providing information 
and inside details about the 
Jhiram Valley incident; it was 
people from within their own 
ranks who were involved in 
getting their own people killed 
and were in contact with the 
Naxalites

JP NADDA |  BJP PRESIDENT

As part 
of the 
follow-up 

exercise, I 
spoke to Swami 
Suvirananda, 
general secre-
tary of Ramakrishna Math and 
Ramakrishna Mission, Kolkata, 
and requested him to intro-
duce foreign language courses 
at Viveknagar. I am happy to 
share that the proposal has 
been approved

MANIK SAHA  | TRIPURA CM
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PM MODI TO CHAIR 5TH NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF CHIEF SECRETARIES 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will chair the fi fth 
national conference of chief secretaries in the na-
tional capital this week, a senior government offi cial 
said Monday. The fi fth national conference of chief 
secretaries will be held in Delhi from December 26-
28, and it will be a signifi cant step towards further 
strengthening the partnership between the Centre 
and state governments, the offi cial told PTI

India no longer 
hosts any of 

the world’s leading 
universities... While a 
few universities have 
now entered the top 
200, none fi gure among 
the top 10 or even the 
top 50 worldwide 
SHASHI THAROOR  | SENIOR CONG LEADER

The railway 
link be-
tween Kash-

mir and the rest 
of the country 
has immensely 
benefi ted the 
valley as it has provided an 
all-weather connectivity for the 
residents here

FAROOQ ABDULLAH  |  NC PRESIDENT

Sabarimala gold 
loss: Cong slams SIT 
Kochi: The Opposition 
Congress Monday expressed 
dissatisfaction with the 
ongoing SIT probe into the 
alleged gold loss case in 
Sabarimala, saying it is being 
controlled by the state Home 
department. Speaking to 
reporters here, KPCC Chief 
Sunny Joseph accused the 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) of “failing” to fi nd the 
actual perpetrators of the 
crime. He said the Kerala 
High Court itself raised 
concerns over the pace of the 
investigation by the SIT. 

13 cybercriminals 
held in separate ops
Dhanbad/Deoghar 
(Jharkhand): Jharkhand Police 
arrested 13 cybercriminals in 
separate operations across 
Dhanbad and Deoghar districts, 
recovering mobile phones, SIM 
cards, ATM cards, cash and 
other materials used to dupe 
people, offi cials said Monday.  
In Dhanbad, fi ve cybercriminals 
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar 
and Jharkhand were arrested 
following a late-night raid at a 
hotel within Bank More police 
station limits.

Female Asiatic lion 
cub dies at zoo 
Visakhapatnam: An 83-day-
old female Asiatic lion cub 
died at the Indira Gandhi 
Zoological Park here Monday 
following a severe intestinal 
complication, offi cials said. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Dec 22: Canada, 
the USA, the United Kingdom, 
Australia and Germany have 
emerged as the top fi ve inter-
national higher education des-
tinations for Indian students, 
according to a report released 
by NITI Aayog Monday.

In 2024, Canada was the top 
international higher educa-
tion destination with a total of 
4,27,000 Indian students visiting 
the country. This was followed 
by the USA with 3,37,630 Indi-
an students, the United King-
dom with 1,85,000, Australia 
(1,22,202), and Germany (42,997), 
the report said.

It further said that India is 

the world's largest source coun-
try of international students 
with over 13.35 lakh students 
studying overseas in 2024. Also, 
the country has the largest high-
er education age cohort (18-23 
years) in the world, 15.5 crore.

“In 2024, for every 1 interna-

tional student coming to India, 
28 Indian students went abroad, 
underscoring a signifi cant brain 
drain for the country,” it said.

About the infl ow of foreign 
students in India, the report 
titled 'Internationalisation of 
Higher Education in India’ pre-

sented the data of 2021-22.
Nepal, Afghanistan, the USA, 

Bangladesh and the UAE were 
the top source countries of in-
ternational students in India in 
2021-22, it said. 

As per the report, Canada, the 
US, UK and Australia host 8.5 

lakh Indian students who spent 
`2.9 lakh crore on higher edu-
cation in 2023-2024. At the same 
time, Latvia has the highest 17.4 
per cent of Indian students, fol-
lowed by Ireland hosting 15.3 per 
cent, and Germany, 10.1 per cent.

The report, citing numbers 
recorded in 2020, said that 
among states, Andhra Pradesh 
was the top source with 35,614 
students going overseas, fol-
lowed by Punjab, which sent 
33,412, and Maharashtra 29,079 
students for higher education.

It noted a surge in outward 
remittances from `975 crore 
to `29,000 crore during 2014–24 
under the RBI’s Liberalised 
Remittance Scheme for Indian 
students studying abroad.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, Dec 22: All the 
seven accused in the death of 
singer Zubeen Garg appeared 

virtually before a sessions 
court here, as the trial in the 
case got underway on Monday.

The Kamrup (Metro) Dis-
trict and Sessions Court, after 
examining the accused via  vid-
eo-conferencing, fi xed the next 
date of hearing January 3, 2026.

It will consider framing of 
charges on the date of the next 
hearing, a senior lawyer said.

The court will call for their 
production, either in person or 
virtually, to ask them 

whether they plead guilty or 
will stand for trial in the case, 
he said.

Garg had gone to attend 
the North East India Festival 
(NEIF) in Singapore, where 
he died under mysterious cir-
cumstances while swimming 
in the sea September 19. The 
accused – NEIF chief organis-
er Shyamkanu Mahanta, the 
singer's secretary Siddhartha 
Sharma, his cousin Sandipan 
Garg, and two personal securi-
ty offi cers (PSOs) Nandeswar 
Bora and Paresh Baishya ap-
peared from the Baksa Jail, 
while musician Shekharjyoti 
Goswami and singer Amrit-
prava Mahanta were present 
online from Hafl ong Jail.

The celebrated singer's sis-
ter Palmee Borthakur was 
present in court during the 
hearing, and later told report-
ers that the family has full 
faith in the judiciary.

The Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) probing the 
case had charged Mahanta, 
Sharma, Goswami and Am-
ritprava with murder in the 
chargesheet fi led before the 
Chief Judicial Magistrate 
(CJM) December 12.

The singer's cousin and 
suspended Assam Police 
offi cer Sandipan Garg has 
been charged with culpable 
homicide not amounting to 
murder, while the two PSOs 
were charged with crimi-
nal conspiracy and criminal 
breach of trust by misappro-
priating funds or property en-
trusted to them.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 22: The Delhi 
Pollution Control Committee 
has ordered the closure of 411 
industrial units found operat-
ing without mandatory con-
sent and causing visible air 
and water pollution across the 
national capital.

A joint inspection of 28 no-
tifi ed industrial areas and 27 
redevelopment areas is being 
carried out the DPCC, along 
with the Revenue Department 
and the Delhi State Industrial 
and Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation (DSIIDC).

During the survey, a total of 
1,586 units in notified indus-
trial areas were inspected 
till December 20, of which 
232 were found operating 
without the consent of DPCC 
and causing visible pollu-
tion. In redevelopment areas, 
1,102 units were inspected 
and 179 were found violating 
pollution norms, according to 
officials.

Based on the findings, DP-
CC issued closure orders De-
cember 21 to all 411 non-com-
pliant units, an official said. 
He said the three agencies 
launched the inspection fol-
lowing the directions of Delhi 
Environment and Forest Min-
ister Manjinder Singh Sirsa.

The survey, which began 
December 9, is still underway. 
Apart from this, the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi is 
also conducting inspections.

In 2024, Canada was the top 
international higher education 

destination with a total of 
4,27,000 Indian students visiting 
the country

This was followed by the 
USA with 3,37,630 Indian 

students, the United Kingdom 
with 1,85,000, Australia 
(1,22,202), and Germany 
(42,997)

‘Canada, US, UK top destinations for Indian students’

Trial of all seven accused 
in Zubeen death case 
begins in sessions court

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hazaribag, Dec 22: A video 
showing a tubectomy being 
conducted on a woman under 
a mobile phone flashlight in a 
government health centre in 
Jharkhand's Hazaribag dis-
trict has gone viral, prompt-
ing the administration to 
order an investigation, an 
official said Monday.

Tubectomy is a surgical 
procedure performed to 
achieve permanent contra-
ception in women. The admin-
istration has also decided to 
take action against a worker 
who recorded the video and 
uploaded it on social media, 
the official said. The incident 
shown in the 29-second video 
clip occurred at the Commu-
nity Health Centre (CHC) in 
Keredari. It was seen in the 
video that the lights suddenly 
went out during the surgery, 
but the procedure continued 
under a mobile phone flash-
light.

Ashok Kumar, the Civil 
Surgeon of Hazaribagh, told 
PTI that a 45-year-old 'sahiya' 
(a community health worker) 
shot the video during the tu-
bectomy operation and shared 
it on social media platforms.

He said that the CHC has a 
generator facility to supply 
power in case of outages, but 
it took some time to change 
the system and during that 
period, the phone flashlight 
was used.

The patient's operation 
was performed on December 
13, while the video surfaced 
on social media platforms on 
December 18, Kumar said.

The district health depart-
ment will take action against 
the 'sahiya', and a show-cause 
letter will be issued to her in 
this regard, the civil surgeon 
said. A thorough investigation 
into the matter is being car-
ried out, he said.

Surgery conducted 
under mobile lightDelhi to seal polluting 

units without notice

Meritorious students display laptops distributed by the Bihar Education Department on the occasion of National 
Mathematics Day, at Gyan Bhawan, in Patna, Bihar  PTI PHOTO

Someone said 
India can’t 
protest. Here 
is India. The 
Rajasthan 
Government is 
now on the back 

foot, saying only 0.01% of trees 
are being cut. Why cut even that 
0.01%? Did your father plant those 
trees? You can’t ensure planting or 
survival, yet you cut what already 
stands. A tree takes decades 
to give the oxygen you erase in 
minutes. Who gave you this right? 
Trees are not your property. 
You are not the owner of the 
forest  you’re only its caretaker, a 
chaprasi of that jungle
 

@th_anonymouse

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 22: The Del-
hi High Court Monday asked 
Congress leaders Sonia Gand-
hi, Rahul Gandhi and others to 
respond to a plea by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) challeng-
ing the order of the trial court 
that refused to take cognisance 
of its chargesheet against them 
in the National Herald case.

Justice Ravinder Dudeja is-
sued notice to the Gandhis and 
others on the main petition as 
well as on the ED’s application 
seeking a stay on the December 
16 trial court order, which held 
that cognisance of the agency’s 
complaint in the case was “im-
permissible in law” as it was not 
founded on an FIR.

The high court listed the mat-
ter for further hearing March 
12, 2026. Besides Gandhis, the 
high court issued notices to 
Suman Dubey, Sam Pitroda, 
Young Indian, Dotex Merchan-
dise Pvt Ltd and Sunil Bhandari 
on the ED's plea. While Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta repre-
sented the ED in the case, senior 
advocates Abhishek Singhvi 
and RS Cheema represented 
the Gandhis.

In its order, the trial court 
had said that an investigation 
and the consequent prosecu-
tion complaint (equivalent to a 
chargesheet) pertaining to the 

offence of money laundering is 
“not maintainable” 

in the absence of an FIR for 
the offence mentioned in the 
schedule to the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act (PM-
LA). It said the agency's probe 
stemmed from a private com-
plaint and not an FIR.

During the hearing Mon-
day, Mehta contended that the 
trial court has gone “horribly 
wrong” with its view and this 
would affect other cases.

He said that after investi-
gation, the ED offi cials gather 
evidence and other material, 
and, like the police fi les a re-
port, the ED fi les a prosecution 
complaint.

Singhvi disputed the submis-
sions made on behalf of ED but 
said he will accept notice and 
fi le a reply in the matter. “I want 
to say something. I am only say-
ing that there is a perspective 
which is contrary to what my 
friend is saying,” he said.

The ED, in its plea, said the 
trial court order has in effect 
given a hall pass to a category 
of money launderers only on 
the ground that the scheduled 
offence is reported by a private 
individual by way of a com-
plaint to a magistrate.

It claimed there are such 
grave allegations levelled 
against Gandhis and others 
which cannot be brushed aside 
lightly by relying upon judicial 

precedents cited to conclude 
that the ingredients of the crim-
inal offences alleged are lacking.

“The sole ground given for 
declining cognisance is that 
a prosecution complaint fi led 
by an authorised offi cer under 
the PMLA cannot be based on 
a scheduled offence emanating 
from a private complaint fi led 
by a private individual and such 
scheduled offence must be regis-
tered only by a law enforcement 
agency, that is, either by way of 
an FIR by the police or a com-
plaint by a person authorised 
to investigate the scheduled 
offence,” the plea said.

The ED said the special judge 
has failed to appreciate that cog-
nisance taken by a competent 
court on a private complaint 
stands on a much higher foot-
ing than a mere FIR registered 
by police, wherein there is a 
possibility that cognisance 
may be declined after fi ling of 
a chargesheet by police.

The plea said the trial court 
judgment created two imper-
missible classes of scheduled 
offences leading to complete 
manifest arbitrariness in 
which a person who commits 
a scheduled offence will not 
be prosecuted for generation 
and laundering of proceeds of a 
crime only because it is based 
on a private complaint to a mag-
istrate, of which cognisance was 
taken by applying judicial mind.

Delhi HC seeks response 
from Gandhis’ on ED plea

NATIONAL HERALD CASE

Justice Ravinder 
Dudeja issued notice to 
the Gandhis and others 

on the main petition 
as well as on the ED’s 

application seeking a stay 
on the December 16 trial 
court order, which held 
that cognisance of the 

agency’s complaint 
in the case was 

“impermissible in law” 
as it was not founded 

on an FIR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patiala, Dec 22: Former IPS 
officer Amar Singh Chahal 
allegedly shot himself here 
Monday and in a purported 
note, he claimed that he had 
been duped of `8.10 crore by 
cyber thugs who posed as 
wealth management advisors.

He was shifted to the hos-
pital in a critical condition, 
Patiala Senior Superintendent 
of Police Varun Sharma said.

Chalal was one of the ac-
cused in the 2015 police firing 
cases related to anti-sacrilege 
protests in Faridkot.

According to police, a note 
has been recovered from the 
scene, which shows that he 
was a victim of some 
financial fraud, 
police said.

In the note 
addressed 
to Director 
General 
of Police 
Gaurav Ya-
dav, Cha-
hal alleged 
that fraud-
sters oper-
ated through 
WhatsApp and 
Telegram groups 
under the name ‘F-
777 DBS Wealth Equity Re-
search Group’, falsely claim-
ing links with the DBS Bank 
and its CEO.

The group lured investors 
by promising unusually high 
returns through stock trad-
ing, IPO allotments, OTC 
trades and so-called “quanti-
tative funds”, as per the note.

According to the note, fake 
dashboards were created to 
show inflated profits, gradual-
ly building confidence among 
investors and prompting them 
to deposit large sums.

Chahal claimed he was re-
peatedly pressured to reinvest 
profits and later asked to pay 
hefty “service fees,” “taxes,” 
and additional charges to 
withdraw his money, amount-
ing to several crores.

The former 
police officer 

stated that 
despite 
making 
all pay-
ments 
through 
bank 
transfers, 

withdraw-
als were 

never pro-
cessed.
He alleged 

that the scam was 
highly organised, involv-

ing multiple bank accounts 
and individuals, and urged 
authorities to constitute a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) or hand over the case to 
a specialised central agency 
to trace the money trail.

Expressing deep distress, fi-
nancial ruin, and emotional 
trauma, Chahal wrote that he 
felt devastated and ashamed, 
apologising to his family and 
colleagues. 

He maintained that, except 
for the alleged scammers, no 
one else was responsible for 
his decision. Police said they 
are probing the firing inci-
dent and the alleged fraud, 
examining the note, bank 
transactions, and digital ev-
idence.

Punjab: Duped 
of `8cr, ex-IPS 
offi cer shoots self

Police 
said they 

are probing the 
fi ring incident and 
the alleged fraud, 

examining the note, 
bank transactions, 

and digital 
evidence
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international
ASIM MUNIR RECEIVES 
SAUDI CIVILIAN HONOUR
Pakistan’s Chief of Defence 
Forces, Field Marshal Syed 
Asim Munir, has been 
awarded Saudi Arabia’s 
highest civilian honour, the 
King Abdulaziz Medal of 
Excellence

China is fi rmly 
opposed and has 
lodged solemn 
representations 
with the Japanese 
side
LIN JIAN | 
SPOKESPERSON, CHINA

China slaps tariffs 
on EU dairy
Hong Kong: China will 
impose up to 42.7 per cent of 
provisional tariffs on dairy 
products, including milk and 
cheese imported from the 
European Union, its Commerce 
Ministry said Monday. The 
elevated duties, which take 
effect Tuesday, were based 
on preliminary results from 
an investigation opened by 
China’s Commerce Ministry 
in August 2024 as tensions 
between Beijing and Brussels 
fl ared. Beijing reviewed 
subsidies provided by EU 
countries for their dairy and 
other farm products. Beijing’s 
probe was launched as part of 
tit-for-tat measures as the EU 
investigated Chinese subsidies 
on electric vehicles, and later 
imposed tariffs as high as 45.3 
per cent on China-made EVs. 
China had initiated other probes 
into European brandy and pork 
imports as countermeasures for 
the EU’s tariffs on Chinese EVs.

Pak-China sign 24 
digital MoUs
Islamabad: Pakistan and 
China have signed 24 MoUs 
aimed at strengthening digital 
collaboration between the 
two countries, state media 
reported Monday. The MoUs 
were signed in Beijing under 
the Joint Working Group on IT 
Cooperation and included one 
government-to-government, 
seven government-to-
business, and 16 business-
to-business agreements, 
state-run Radio Pakistan 
reported. The initiative 
focuses on developing an 
innovative and pragmatic 
digital corridor to enhance 
cooperation in the IT industry. 
The digital corridor will create 
new avenues for Pakistani 
technology companies and 
expand cooperation in ICT 
infrastructure development. 
The Ministry of IT and Telecom 
has been pursuing multiple 
international collaborations 
to train up to 300,000 Pakistani 
youths in advanced digital skills, 
promote AI adoption

Iran conducts 
missile exercise
Dubai: Iran held missile drills 
in various cities Monday, state 
media reported, citing unnamed 
sources and witnesses, in what 
was the second such reported 
exercise in a month. NBC News 
reported Saturday that US 
President Donald Trump was 
to be briefed by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
that any expansion of Iran’s 
ballistic missile programme 
poses a threat that could 
necessitate swift action. 
Western powers regard Iran’s 
ballistic missile arsenal both as 
a conventional military threat 
to Middle East stability and a 
possible delivery mechanism 
for nuclear weapons should 
Tehran develop them. It denies 
any intent to build atomic 
bombs. 

The Cambo-
dians want 
a ceasefi re, 

let’s have a discus-
sion on a ceasefi re. 
We proposed that 
our two militaries 
should meet as soon as possible

SIHASAK PHUANGKETKEOW |  
FOREIGN MINISTER, THAILAND

Peserving 
the territo-
rial integrity 

of the Kingdom 
of Denmark, its 
sovereignty and 
the inviability of 
its borders is essential for the 
European Union

ANOUAR EL ANOUNI  | SPOKESPERSON, EU

Russian 
special envoy 
Kirill Dmitriev 

will report to 
President Vladimir 
Putin on US pro-
posals for possible 
Ukrainian settlement as soon as he 
arrives in Moscow from Miami

DMITRY PESKOV  |  SPOKESPERSON, RUSSIA

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Niigata, Dec 22: Japan took 
the fi nal step to allow the 
world’s largest nuclear pow-
er plant to resume operations 
with a regional vote Monday, 
a watershed moment in the 
country’s return to nuclear en-
ergy nearly 15 years after the 
Fukushima disaster.

Kashiwazaki-Kariwa, located 
about 220 km (136 miles) north-
west of Tokyo, was among 54 re-
actors shut after the 2011 earth-
quake and tsunami crippled the 
Fukushima Daiichi plant in the 
worst nuclear disaster since 
Chernobyl.

Since then, Japan has re-
started 14 of the 33 that remain 
operable, as it tries to wean 
itself off imported fossil fuels. 

Kashiwazaki-Kariwa will be the 
fi rst operated by Tokyo Electric 
Power Co (TEPCO). 

Niigata prefecture’s assem-
bly passed a vote of confi dence 
on Niigata Governor Hideyo 
Hanazumi, who backed the 
restart last month, effectively 
allowing for the plant to begin 
operations again, Monday. 

“This is a milestone, but this 
is not the end,” Hanazumi told 
reporters after the vote. “There 
is no end in terms of ensuring 
the safety of Niigata residents.”

While lawmakers voted in 
support of Hanazumi, the as-
sembly session, the last for the 
year, exposed the community’s 
divisions over the restart, de-
spite new jobs and potentially 
lower electricity bills.

“This is nothing other than 

a political settlement that does 
not take into account the will 
of the Niigata residents,” an as-
sembly member opposed to the 
restart told fellow lawmakers 
as the vote was about to begin.

Outside, around 300 protest-

ers stood in the cold holding 
banners reading ‘No Nukes’, 
‘We oppose the restart of Kashi-
wazaki-Kariwa’ and ‘Support 
Fukushima’.

“I am truly angry from the 
bottom of my heart,” Kenichi-

ro Ishiyama, a 77-year-old 
protester from Niigata city, 
told Reuters after the vote. “If 
something was to happen at the 
plant, we would be the ones to 
suffer the consequences.”

TEPCO is considering re-
activating the fi rst of seven 

reactors at the plant January 
20, public broadcaster NHK 
reported.

Kashiwazaki-Kariwa’s total 
capacity is 8.2 GW, enough to 
power a few million homes. The 
pending restart would bring 
one 1.36 GW unit online next 
year and start another one with 
the same capacity around 2030.

“We remain fi rmly commit-
ted to never repeating such an 
accident and ensuring Niigata 
residents never experience 
anything similar,” said TEPCO 
spokesperson Masakatsu Taka-
ta. Takata declined to comment 
on timing.

TEPCO shares closed up 2% 
in afternoon trade in Tokyo, 
higher than the wider Nikkei 
index (.N225), opens new tab, 
which was up 1.8%.

JAPAN PLANS HISTORIC NUCLEAR RESTART
Niigata assembly votes to 
restart Kashiwazaki-Kariwa 
nuclear power plant

Watershed moment in Japan’s 
pivot back to nuclear energy

Japan idled all reactors after 
2011 Fukushima disaster

Many residents are wary of 
restart

Around 300 people protested 
against the plan Monday in 
Niigata

REUTERS

Moscow, Dec 22: A Russian 
general was killed by a car 
bomb in southern Moscow 
Monday, Russian investigators 
said, adding that they suspect-
ed Ukrainian special services 
could have been behind the 
attack.

The bomb exploded under 
the Kia Sorento car driven by 
Lieutenant General Fanil Sar-
varov, head of the Russian Gen-
eral Staff's army operational 
training directorate, as he left 
a parking space at 06:55 Moscow 
time (0355 GMT).

Russia’s State Investigative 
Committee said Sarvarov had 
died from his injuries. It pub-
lished video of the wrecked 
vehicle, with blood visible on 
the driver's seat and one of the 
doors blown off.

Svetlana Petrenko, a spokes-
person for the committee, said 
investigators were gathering 
forensic evidence, questioning 
witnesses and reviewing secu-

rity camera footage.
“Various versions for the 

killing are being examined, one 
of which involves the possible 
role of Ukrainian intelligence 
services in organising the 
crime,” she said.

There was no offi cial com-
ment from Ukraine.

Myrotvorets, an unoffi cial 
Ukrainian website that pro-
vides a database of people de-
scribed as war criminals or 
traitors, updated its entry on 
Sarvarov to say the 56-year-old 
had been “liquidated”.

A string of Russian military 
fi gures and high-profi le sup-
porters of Moscow’s war in 
Ukraine have been assassinat-
ed during the nearly four-year-
old confl ict, and Ukrainian 
military intelligence has said it 
was responsible for a number of 
the attacks.

Among those killed in pre-
vious car bombings in or near 
Moscow were a senior member 
of the General Staff, the chief 
of Russia’s Nuclear, Biologi-
cal and Chemical Protection 
Troops and the daughter of a 
prominent Russian national-
ist fi gure.

Interfax news agency quot-
ed Kremlin spokesman Dmit-
ry Peskov as saying President 
Vladimir Putin had been in-
stantly informed of the attack 
on Sarvarov.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Copenhagen, Dec 22: The 
leaders of Denmark and Green-
land insisted Monday that the 
US won’t take over Greenland 
and demanded respect for their 
territorial integrity after Presi-
dent Donald Trump announced 
the appointment of a special en-
voy to Greenland.

Trump’s announcement Sun-
day that Louisiana Gov. Jeff 
Landry would be the US special 
envoy prompted a new fl are-up 
of tensions over Washington’s 
interest in the vast, semi-auton-
omous territory of Denmark, a 
NATO ally. Denmark’s foreign 
minister said in comments to 
Danish broadcasters that he 
plans to summon the US am-
bassador.

“We have said it before. 
Now, we say it again. National 
borders and the sovereignty 
of states are rooted in interna-
tional law,” Danish Prime Min-
ister Mette Frederiksen and 
her Greenlandic counterpart, 
Jens-Frederik Nielsen, said in a 
joint statement. “They are fun-
damental principles. You can-
not annex another country. Not 
even with an argument about 
international security.”

“Greenland belongs to the 
Greenlanders and the US shall 
not take over Greenland,” they 
added in the statement, emailed 
by Frederiksen’s offi ce. “We ex-
pect respect for our joint terri-
torial integrity.”

Trump called repeatedly 

during his presidential tran-
sition and the early months of 
his second term for US jurisdic-
tion over Greenland, and has 
not ruled out military force to 
take control of the mineral-rich, 
strategically located Arctic is-
land. In March, Vice President 
JD Vance visited a remote US 
military base in Greenland and 
accused Denmark of underin-
vesting there.

The issue gradually drifted 
out of the headlines, but in 
August, Danish offi cials sum-
moned the top US diplomat in 
Copenhagen following a report 
that at least three people with 
connections to Trump had car-
ried out covert infl uence oper-
ations in Greenland. Denmark 
is a NATO ally of the United 
States.

On Sunday, Trump an-
nounced Landry’s appointment 
as special envoy, saying that 
“Jeff understands how essential 
Greenland is to our National 
Security, and will strongly ad-
vance our Country's Interests 
for the Safety, Security, and 
Survival of our Allies, and in-
deed, the World.”

Landry wrote in a post on 
X that “it’s an honour to serve 
you in this volunteer position to 
make Greenland a part of the US.” 
Danish Foreign Minister Lars 
Lokke Rasmussen said in a brief 
statement that “the appointment 
confi rms the continued American 
interest in Greenland.”

Denmark, Greenland 
vow that US 
won't take over 
Greenland after 
Trump appoints envoy

Denmark, Greenland 
reject US takeover bid

Car bomb kills Russian gen

Katharina Schmid of Germany soars through the air during the women's FIS Ski Jumping World Cup competition at the Gross-Titlis Schanze, Switzerland  PTI PHOTO

AGENCIES

Dhaka, Dec 22: Minority 
groups in Bangladesh Monday 
held a protest in the national 
capital over the interim gov-
ernment’s failure to prevent 
the persecution of minorities, 
as authorities announced the 
arrest of 21 suspects linked to 
the lynching of a Hindu man, 
attacks on media offi ces and 
violent demonstrations near 
an Indian diplomatic mission.

Leaders of Hindu and other 
minority organisations Mon-
day formed a human chain in 
Dhaka against the lynching of 
Dipu Chandra Das, saying the 
interim government has failed 
to stop violence, killings and 
persecution of minority com-
munities.

Das, a garment factory work-
er in central Mymensingh city, 
was dragged out of the factory 
by a mob and lynched to death 
Thursday. His body was then 
set on fi re.

His killing sparked wide-
spread protests by factory 
workers, students and rights 
groups while India expressed 
concerns as well.

“He (Muhammad Yunus) 
claims he will build a humane 
Bangladesh, but in reality, he 
is an inhumane chief adviser,” 
Joint Coordinator of the Mi-
nority Unity Front Manindra 
Kumar Nath told the protesters 
in front of Jatiya Press Club.

The Hindu population in 
Bangladesh has been affected 
by a series of incidents against 
minority communities in the 
country after the ouster of then-
prime minister Sheikh Hasina 
in August last year.

Meanwhile, the anti-crime 
Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) 
arrested 10 suspects over the 
lynching of Das. Later, police 
arrested two more suspects.

A police headquarters 
spokesman Monday said 12 peo-
ple were now in jail or custody 
as investigations were under-
way about the killing of Das.

The offi ce of the interim 
government chief, who earli-
er called Das’ killing a “bru-
tal crime”, Monday said nine 
people were arrested over the 
violent attack on the mass 
circulation Prothom Alo and 
Daily Star newspapers and 
prestigious cultural groups 
Chhayanat and Udichi Shilpi 
Goshthi in the capital.

The government has called 
for restraint, responsibility, 
and unity as Bangladesh nav-
igates a critical democratic 
phase ahead of its upcoming 

general elections.
“Police and other law en-

forcement agencies informed 
the Chief Adviser that they pri-
marily identifi ed 31 suspected 
perpetrators of these incidents, 
analysing video footage,” his 
press wing said in a statement.

Besides, it said, video footage 
analysis detected three people 
who “tried to create rowdiness” 
in front of the residence of In-
dia’s assistant high commis-
sioner in the southeastern port 
city of Chattogram.

Unidentifi ed gunmen Mon-
day shot in the head Motaleb 
Shikder, another leader of the 
violent student-led 2024 upris-
ing, in southwestern Khulna 
city. Shikder’s condition is 
critical. “The Khulna Division 
head of NCP (National Citizen 

Party) and central coordinator 
of the party’s workers front, 
Motaleb Shikder, was shot a 
few minutes ago,” NCP’s joint 
principal coordinator Mahmu-
da Mitu said in a Facebook post.
Mob violence targets media

Bangladesh’s top media 
editors warned Monday that 
threats against journalists have 
escalated into a fi ght for surviv-
al, after the killing of a prom-
inent youth leader triggered 
violent attacks on newspaper 
offi ces last week.

Assailants accused the news-
papers of “serving the interests 
of India and Sheikh Hasina,” 
allegations editors strongly de-
nied. Hasina fl ed to India after 
her ouster and remains in New 
Delhi despite Dhaka seeking her 
extradition. At a protest meeting 
organized by the Editors’ Coun-
cil and the Newspaper Owners’ 
Association of Bangladesh, The 
Daily Star editor Mahfuz Anam 
said journalists were receiving 
explicit death threats.

“On social media, we have 
seen messages saying jour-
nalists of The Daily Star and 
Prothom Alo should be hunt-
ed down and killed in their 
homes,” Anam said. “Freedom 
of expression is no longer the 
main issue. Now it is about the 
right to stay alive.”

Bangladesh ranks 149th out 
of 180 countries in the World 
Press Freedom Index. Rights 
groups say continued attacks 
on journalists and activists 
could further shrink civic space 
ahead of the election. Editors’ 
Council president and New Age 
editor Nurul Kabir, who was as-
saulted while trying to rescue 
colleagues, accused the attack-
ers of attempting to burn jour-
nalists alive inside their offi ces.

BANGLADESH UNREST

Minorities protest against persecution
Unidentifi ed gunmen 

Monday shot in the head 
Motaleb Shikder, another 

leader of the violent 
student-led 2024 uprising, 

in southwestern Khulna city

Editors warn of escalating 
threats against journalists

Protests after youth leader’s 
death lead to media offi ce 
attacks

Interim government blames 
fringe elements



Mumbai: Durlabh Prasad Ki Dusri Shaadi 
seems like a fun family fi lm, yet the fi lm-
makers highlight its focus on women’s re-
marriage and the attached stigma. Recently, 
Mahima Chaudhry, who plays a key role in 
the movie, talked about changing mindsets, 

society pressure.
Mahima, who plays Babita, said, 
“Marriage is a very important 

thing in our culture… In India, 
it’s such a big part. We’ve seen 
so many grand weddings this 
year alone, and in everyone’s 

life, especially in our culture, 
marriage is a huge deal.” 

She highlighted the 
changing attitudes to-
ward remarriage, 
pointing out its grow-
ing acceptability for 
women in modern 
times. “Aaj kal, es-
pecially women ke 
liye toh acceptable ho 

gaya hai. Pehle aadmi 
toh do-do shadiyan kar 

lete the. You know unki 

karwa dete the kisi bhi age me,” she noted.
The actress referenced historical cases 

to highlight how men remarried without 
facing any opposition. “For example, if 
they became widowers, like 
Shrikant Verma ji’s 
(co-actor) grand-
father had four mar-
riages arranged 
because whenever 
his grandmother 
passed away, 
he’d remarry 
right away,” she 
shared, while 
stress-
ing that 
women 
deserve 
the same 
accept-
ance 
today.

AGENCIES

Mumbai: The soundtrack of Aditya Dhar’s 
Dhurandhar is getting as much attention 
as the fi lm itself. While the title track and 
Fa9la have become viral hits, other songs 
are topping the charts, too. Among these is 

the dance number Shararat, picturised on 
Ayesha Khan and Krystle D’Souza. Now, 
the song’s choreographer has revealed that 
the original choice for the dance number 
was Tamannaah Bhatia, only for director 
Aditya Dhar to veto her.

In an interview with Filmygyan, the 
song’s choreographer Vijay Ganguly re-
vealed that his choice was Tamannaah. 
“In my head, she was (the one). I had sug-
gested her, but Aditya was very clear 
that he did not want what people call 

an item song, something that went out 
of the story. If it were just about one 
girl, it would have taken attention 
away from the story,” he explained.

Eventually, Aditya convinced 
Vijay to have two dancers, instead 
of one in the song, which is how 
Ayesha and Krystle came into the 
picture. “He (Aditya) didn’t want 
the attention to be about this one 
person. If it were Tamannaah, it 
would’ve been about her and not 
the story.” He also added, “Jo ho 
raha tha fi lm mein, there was a 
lot going on, and if you go away 
from the story, then the song 
is just a cut-to song,” Vijay ex-
plained. AGENCIES

Mumbai: A lively generational debate 
unfolded on the talk show Two Much 
With Kajol and Twinkle when guest 
Ananya Panday along with host Twin-
kle Khanna, and co-guest Farah Khan 
shared contrasting perspectives on Gen 
Z, emotional awareness, and the evolv-
ing language around mental health. The 
candid conversation, marked by humour 
and differing viewpoints, has since 
caught the attention of viewers online. 

During the discussion, Ananya Pan-
day spoke passionately about how Gen 
Z is often misunderstood. “Gen Z knows 
a lot more than people give them credit 
for and they’re very…” she began, be-
fore being interrupted by Farah Khan, 

who jokingly quipped, “What do they 
know? Everything! They know 

about sourdough and…” drawing 
laughter from the panel.

Ananya continued, 
stressing emo-

tional aware-
ness as a 
defi ning 
trait 
of her 
gener-

ation. “No, no, they’re very 
in touch with their emo-
tions,” she said, prompting 
an instantly sharp response 
from Twinkle Khanna. “What 
emotions? They’re traumatized 
by everything!” Twinkle re-
marked, staying true to 
her trademark wit. 
Refusing to let the 
point slide, Ananya 
defended her gen-
eration, saying, 
“No, they’re not 
traumatized. 
They’re the 
fi rst genera-
tion that’s 
talking 
about 
feel-
ings. 
It has 
noth-
ing to 
do with 
the ques-
tion, but 
it’s the fi rst 
generation 
that’s real-
ly embracing 
mental health 

and freedom 
of expres-

sion.”
AGENCIES

Mum-
bai: 
Global icon 
Priyanka Cho-
pra Jonas has 
spoken about her 
daughter Malti Marie 
Jonas’ love for India and 

Indian culture. 
The actress who was seen as 

a guest in the opening episode 
of The Great Indian Kapil Show 
season 4 revealed how Malti is 
in love with the idea of ‘Indian 
Princess’.

“Malti travels with me to 
India and has seen a lot of 
places; from Mumbai, Delhi, 
Hyderabad and Ayodhya, she 
has travelled to a lot of places. 
I am trying to help her know 
more about the Indian cul-
ture, traditions and values,” 
the Aitraaz actress shared. 

She further said, “When-
ever she wears Ghagra 
Choli, she calls herself 
an Indian princess. She 
loves her bindi, bangles, 
and accessories.” 

To this Navjyot Singh 
Sidhu added, “A queen’s 
daughter will obviously 
call herself a princess,” 

referring to Priyanka as 

queen.
In the 

same epi-
sode, the ac-
tress revealed 
how her Amer-
ican popstar 
husband, Nick 
Jonas, once took 
her in his plane 
over the clouds to see 
the moon and break 
the fast on the eve of 
Karva Chauth.

The actress had 
fl own to India specif-
ically to shoot for the 
fi rst episode of Kapil 
Sharma’s talk show, 
marking the start of 
its fourth season.

 IANS

This one of those ordinary 
days that, somehow, do not 
turn out too well. Unexpected expenses, 
that could totally upset your budget, 
cannot be ruled out. Something or the 
other is likely to give you an uncomfort-
able stomach upset. Ganesha urges you to 
take your medicines on time, and exercise 
moderation and discretion while deciding 
what and how much you should eat. 

You had better start sharing 
your feelings with your fami-
ly today, says Ganesha. Also, 
it's time to tell your family about your 
current fi nancial status. It will help you 
feel better. Your energy levels will soar 
and you will approach everything with 
renewed vigour. Your spouse will bring 
good luck to you. How about a dinner 
extraordinaire with your loved ones?

After a long time, it seems 
as if the stars are aligning to 
bring something special for 
you. Call it your fi eld day, but today, ev-
erything will go your way, says Ganesha. 
Expect to get appreciated for your hard 
work in offi ce. As for the home front, you 
will get all the support you need from 
your family members for refurbishing 
your home. From little tips to personal 
desires, fulfi lling them may involve more 
expenses than you expect. 

The extraordinary way in 
which you do things will 
earn you many admirers. 
Superiors at work will laud you for your 
commitment. Evenings will be fun-fi lled 
and entertaining. Look to relax with some 
meditation or music... or both.

Your business associates will 
emerge as intangible assets 
for you today, says Ganesha. 
You will probably start off an innovative 
joint venture without any doubt or inde-
cision. Hard work and enthusiasm are 
always a good combination for achieving 
success. Your skill and business sense 
will bring you positive feedback from 
your seniors, feels Ganesha.

The horizons of your 
thoughts are open and se-
rene. Forgive and forget will 
be your mood today – even for the most 
serious mistakes. Generosity was never 
your Achilles’ heel, says Ganesha.

Plans for expanding business 
may require you to take risks, 
leaving you in a dilemma on 
more than one occasion. In such desperate 
circumstances, following your instincts can 
lead you to success, advises Ganesha.

It's a busy day at work, and 
you're probably involved in 
some pending project work. 
It's advisable that you don't get com-
placent. Keep an eye on your opponents 
to have an edge over them, suggests 
Ganesha. Colleagues will be supportive, 
and so will family.

A day wherein you will be 
handling responsibilities on 
both the home front and at 
the workplace awaits you, says Ganesha. 
Expect to be involved in home refurbish-
ing projects, where expenses are likely to 
soar. Appreciation and gratitude will come 
your way at the end of a hard day’s work.

Working for the government 
is always a key responsibil-
ity, says Ganesha. But today of all days 
proves to be fabulous and phenomenal 
for all those in government service. Your 
actions will translate into accomplishment 
and you may rest assured that you shall 
be duly recognized and rewarded for your 
meritorious service. Keep your ears and 
eyes open and your lips preferably sealed, 
your bosses may wish to confi de and 
speak confi dential matters to you.

You may discuss certain 
serious issues with your 
beloved today, predicts Ganesha. Your 
time till afternoon will be spent in discus-
sions and deliberations about the issue. 
However, this issue may not be enough in 
letting you off the hook on the work front. 
Think twice before you act.

You will be very enterprising 
and industrious today. You 
make your plans very care-
fully and execute them perfectly. Despite 
this, your progress will be very slow. 
However, Ganesha advises you not to 
despair and showers his blessings on you.
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KATE REVEALS HOW SHE COPED 
WITH UNWANTED ATTENTION

ALEC BALDWIN BATTLED SUICIDAL 
THOUGHTS AFTER RUST SHOOTING

Kate Winslet believes life is “better” with 
a “good meal and a good poo” and they 
were among the things that helped her 
cope with unwanted attention. The Titanic 
actress said this while recalling the “hor-
rifi c” intrusion into her personal life when 
she was younger.

Actor Alec Baldwin has revealed he battled 
suicidal thoughts in the aftermath of the Rust 
shooting as he faced charges in connection 
with the death of cinematographer Halyna 
Hutchins on the set of his fi lm. The 67-year-old 
actor was holding a prop gun on the set in 2021 
when it discharged, killing Hutchins.
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES
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INHALABLE INSULIN BY CIPLA
Drug fi rm Cipla Monday said it has launched 
orally inhaled insulin powder for diabetes pa-
tients in the country. The company had obtained 
regulatory approval from the Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) late last 
year for the exclusive distribution and market-
ing of Afrezza, a rapid-acting orally inhaled 
insulin, which offers a needle-free, convenient 
alternative to injectable insulin therapy

India is facing a signifi cant 
obesity crisis, having near-
ly 254 million people living 
with generalised obesity 
and an additional 351 mil-
lion living with abdominal 
obesity
SATISH MEHTA  | CEO AND MD, 
EMCURE PHARMACEUTICALS

LIC Housing Finance 
reduces lending rates 
New Delhi: LIC Housing 
Finance Ltd Monday said 
it has reduced its rate of 
interest on new home loans 
to 7.15 per cent. The revised 
interest rates on new home 
loan sanctions will now start 
from 7.15 per cent onwards, 
effective December 22, 2025, 
the mortgage fi rm said in a 
statement Monday. At a time 
when buyers are cautiously 
reassessing their decisions, 
this move is expected to 
lift homebuyer sentiment, 
reinforcing LIC Housing 
Finance's commitment to 
making home ownership 
more affordable, it said. The 
reduction follows the recent 25 
bps repo rate cut by the RBI's 
Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC).

Ather scooters to 
get dearer by `3K
New Delhi: Electric two-
wheeler maker Ather Energy 
Monday said it will hike 
prices of its scooter lineup 
up to Rs 3,000 across models 
from January 1 citing rise in 
input costs and adverse forex 
impact. The increase comes 
as raw material, forex and 
key electronics components 
prices rise globally, Ather 
Energy said in a statement. 
The company's current product 
portfolio consists of the 450 
series of performance scooters 
and family scooter Rizta with 
starting prices ranging from Rs 
1,14,546 to Rs 1,82,946 (ex-New 
Delhi). Ather said it is currently 
offering its 'Electric December' 
scheme with benefi ts of up to 
Rs 20,000 across select cities.

SHORT TAKES

The report 
shows an 
improvement 

in India's IT hiring 
activity in 2025, 
with job demand 
reaching 1.8 million 
roles and a larger share of hiring 
coming from GCCs and product-led 
organizations

KAPIL JOSHI  | CEO (IT STAFFING), QUESS CORP 

It's been 
lower than 
what it should 

be. FMCG volume 
growth has been 
4-5 per cent, while 
GDP has been 7-8 
per cent. So that's been a puzzle

SUDHIR SITAPATI  | 
MD & CEO, GODREJ CONSUMER PRODUCTS 

uoteu

Today, Indian 
pharma 
stands at a 

defi ning moment 
and the next 25 
years will be 
shaped by innova-
tion, quality, and access

SUDARSHAN JAIN  | SECRETARY GENERAL, 
INDIAN PHARMACEUTICAL ALLIANCE 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Dec 22: India 
and New Zealand Monday an-
nounced the conclusion of talks 
for a free trade agreement that 
will give duty-free access to a 
range of domestic goods, par-
ticularly from labour-inten-
sive sectors, and includes an 
FDI commitment of $20 billion 
over 15 years.

The agreement is expected 
to help double bilateral trade 
in goods and services to $5 bil-
lion in fi ve years.

On the other hand, New Zea-
land will get duty-free access to 
goods such as sheep meat, wool, 
coal and over 95 per cent of for-
estry and wood articles. Under 
the pact, Wellington will get du-
ty concessions on a number of 
other items such as kiwi fruit, 
wine, some seafood, cherries, 
avocados, persimmons, bulk 
infant formula, Manuka honey 
and milk albumins.

To protect the interests of 
domestic farmers and MSMEs, 
India will not give any duty 
concessions in the political-
ly sensitive dairy sector, like 
milk, cream, whey, yoghurt, 
and cheese.

The other products which 
will not be covered under the 
pact include vegetable products 
(onions, chana, peas, corn, al-
monds), sugar, artifi cial honey, 
animal, vegetable or microbial 
fats and oils, arms and ammu-
nition, gems and jewellery, 
copper and its products, and 
aluminium and articles.

As regards the services sec-
tor, New Zealand will give a 
temporary employment entry 
visa pathway for Indian profes-

sionals in skilled occupations 
with a quota of 5,000 visas an-
nually and a stay of up to three 
years.

This pathway covers Indian 
professions such as AYUSH 
practitioners, yoga instructors, 
Indian chefs, and music teach-
ers, as well as high-demand 
sectors including IT, engineer-
ing, healthcare, education, and 
construction, strengthening 
workforce mobility and ser-
vices trade.

The agreement is likely to 
be signed and implemented 
in about 7-8 months. The pact 
would help Indian exporters, 
reeling under the impact of 50 
per cent tariffs imposed by the 
Trump administration on In-
dian goods, to diversify ship-
ments in the Oceania region. 
India has already implemented 
a trade pact with Australia.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his New Zealand 
counterpart Christopher Lux-

on Monday announced the 
fi rming up of the pact. The two 
prime ministers held a phone 
conversation, following which 
the announcement on the FTA 
was made.

With negotiations having 
been initiated during Luxon's 
visit to India in March 2025, the 
two leaders agreed that the con-
clusion of the FTA in a record 
time of nine months refl ects the 
shared ambition and political 
will to further deepen ties be-
tween the countries.

Bilateral merchandise trade 
stood at $1.3 billion in 2024-25, 
while total trade in goods and ser-
vices reached about $2.4 billion 
in 2024, with services trade alone 
reaching $1.24 billion, led by trav-
el, IT, and business services.

The FTA would signifi cant-
ly deepen bilateral economic 
engagement, enhance market 
access, promote investment 
fl ows, strengthen strategic 
cooperation between the two 

countries, and also open up 
new opportunities for innova-
tors, entrepreneurs, farmers, 
MSMEs, students and youth of 
both countries across various 
sectors.

Further under the pact, New 
Zealand will set up a dedicated 
Agri-Technology Action Plan 
on kiwifruit, apples and honey 
with a view to helping Indian 
farmers enhance productivity 
and quality.

The cooperation includes 
the establishment of Cen-
tres of Excellence, improved 
planting material, capacity 
building for growers and 
technical support for orchard 
management, post-harvest 
practices, supply chain per-
formance, and food safety.

Commitment has been ex-
tended by New Zealand on 
Geographical Indications (GIs), 
including amendment of its law 
to facilitate the registration of 
India's wines and spirits.

Apart from tariff liberali-
sation, the pact includes pro-
visions to address non-tariff 
barriers through enhanced 
regulatory cooperation, and 
streamlined customs, sanitary 
and phyto-sanitary measures 
and technical barriers to trade 
disciplines.

Pharma and Medical Devices 
sector will get a boost through 
faster regulatory access in New 
Zealand by enabling acceptance 
of GMP (Good Manufacturing 
Practice) and GCP (Good Clini-
cal Practice) inspection reports 
from comparable regulators, 
including approvals by the US 
FDA, EU's EMA, UK's MHRA.

Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal said 
that this is the seventh agree-
ment fi nalised by the NDA gov-
ernment. It includes the UAE, 
Australia, the UK, EFTA bloc, 
Oman and Mauritius.

He said that the India-New 
Zealand pact is the fi rst pact 
in which all the main offi cials 
from the Indian side involved 
in the negotiations were wom-
en. India's chief negotiator is 
Joint Secretary in the Ministry, 
Petal Dhillon.

He also said that India has so 
far fi nalised FTAs with three 
members of the Five Eyes 
(FVEY) alliance - Australia, the 
UK and New Zealand.

The fi ve countries of the in-
telligence sharing network are 
Australia, Canada, New Zea-
land, the UK, and the US.

India is in the advanced stage 
of negotiations for a bilateral 
trade agreement with the US 
and in the process of resum-
ing talks for a trade agreement 
with Canada.

FTA TALKS 
CONCLUDE INDIA, NZ AIM DOUBLE TRADE

The third free-trade agreement this year, following a similar pact with the UK in July and another with Oman earlier this 
month, will give India more temporary employment visas, easier access for pharmaceuticals and medical devices

REUTERS

Mumbai, Dec 22: Indian eq-
uity benchmarks rose with 
broad-based gains Monday as 
prospects of foreign investors 
turning buyers after an aggres-
sive selloff earlier this month 
propelled a rebound in stocks.

The Nifty 50 rose 0.79% to 
26,172.4 and the BSE Sensex 
added 0.75% to 85,567.48.

Fifteen of the 16 major sec-
tors rose, with information 
technology and commodi-
ty-linked stocks leading the 
pack with 2.1% and 1.4% gains, 
respectively. Consumer dura-
bles stocks fell 0.2%.

The broader mid-caps and 
small-caps advanced 0.8% and 
1.2%. The Nifty 50 index suf-
fered three consecutive weeks 
of losses amid concerns over 
foreign outfl ows and the ru-
pee's depreciation as a delay in 
an India-US trade deal weighed 
on sentiment.

However, foreign portfo-
lio investors have net bought 
shares worth Rs 37.76 billion 

in the last three sessions, trim-
ming this month's outfl ows to 
Rs 120.2 billion.

Analysts, however, do not 
expect a bullish turn without 
a trade deal in place or other 
triggers. On Monday, investors 
were also buoyed by prospects 
of a rate cut by the Reserve 
Bank of India and Federal Re-
serve next year.

IT stocks rose for the fourth 
session. Infosys and Wipro add-
ed 3.1% each, following an un-
explained surge in their Amer-

ican Depository Receipts after 
Indian market hours Friday.

A depreciation in rupee and 
sector rotation have been aid-
ing IT stocks for last few ses-
sions, as per analysts.

Metal stocks were support-
ed by a rise in prices of base 
metals like aluminium, 
copper, and silver. Shriram 
Finance jumped 3.7%, ex-
tending Friday's gains after 
MUFG deal. Tata Motors add-
ed 4.4% after Nomura initiat-
ed with "buy" rating.

INDIA, NEW ZEALAND 
PACT TARGETS $5 

BILLION TRADE

TEXTILES, 
ENGINEERING GOODS 

TO GET DUTY-FREE 
ACCESS

PACT TO OFFER 
DUTY-FREE ACCESS, 

$20BN FDI OVER 15 YRS

NO DUTY 
CONCESSIONS BY 
INDIA ON DAIRY 

SECTOR

TWO-WAY TRADE 
TOTALLED ABOUT $1.81 

BILLION IN 2024

REUTERS

Mumbai, Dec 22: The Reserve 
Bank of India sold a net $11.88 
billion in the foreign exchange 
market in October, data re-
leased Monday showed, refl ect-
ing the central bank's efforts to 
support the rupee.

The RBI said in its monthly 
bulletin that it purchased $17.69 
billion dollars and sold $29.56 
billion during the month. In 
September, the central bank 
had net sold $7.91 billion in the 
spot market.

The rupee closed at 88.7650 
against the US dollar in Octo-
ber, having hit 88.80 in late Sep-
tember, which was a record low 
at the time.

The RBI's net outstanding 
forward sales stood at $63.61 bil-
lion as of end-October, up from 
$59.41 billion at the end of the 
prior month, the data showed.

The central bank intervenes 
in the spot and forward markets 
to curb exchange rate volatility.

The rupee hit a record low of 
91.075 last week before recov-
ering on the back of the RBI's 
intervention. 

The rupee pared initial gains 
and settled for the day in the 
negative territory, slightly 
down by 1 paisa at 89.68 against 
the US dollar on Monday, as the 
support from positive domestic 
equities was negated by a re-
covery in crude oil prices.

"We expect the rupee to trade 
with a positive bias on a weak 
US dollar and strength in the 
domestic markets. We may not 
see a lot of fresh FII outfl ows 
ahead of new year holidays. 
However, delay in trade deal 
between India and US may 
continue to weigh on the ru-
pee at higher levels," said Anuj 
Choudhary, Research Analyst, 
Mirae Asset ShareKhan.

RBI net sold $11.88bn 
in Oct to arrest ` fall

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Dec 22: India’s 
eight core infrastructure sec-
tors recorded a growth of 1.8 
per cent year-on-year (Y-o-Y) in 
November 2025, which marked 
a rebound after a contraction in 
the previous month, according 
to data released by the Minis-
try of Commerce and Industry 
Monday.

The recovery comes after the 
Index of Eight Core Industries 
(ICI) had declined by 0.1 per 
cent in October 2025. Notably, 
the core sectors had recorded 
a growth of 5.8 per cent in No-
vember 2024.

The ministry added that ce-
ment, steel, fertilisers and coal 
registered positive growth 
during the month, while crude 
oil, natural gas, refi nery prod-
ucts and electricity recorded 
declines.

The eight core industries, 
coal, crude oil, natural gas, 
refi nery products, fertilisers, 
steel, cement and electricity, 
together account for 40.27 per 
cent of the weight of the Index 

of Industrial Production (IIP).
For the period April to No-

vember 2025–26, cumulative 
growth of the core sectors stood 
at 2.4 per cent, compared with 
4.4 per cent in the correspond-
ing period of 2024–25.

Coal production increased 
2.1 per cent in November 2025, 
compared to 7.5 per cent growth 
Y-o-Y. Cumulative coal output 
during April–November de-
clined 1.4 per cent, compared 
with 6.4 per cent growth a year 
earlier.

Crude oil output declined 3.2 

per cent as against a 2.1 per cent 
fall a year ago. Cumulative pro-
duction remained down 1.3 per 
cent, similar to the contraction 
recorded in the same period last 
year.

Natural gas production fell 
2.5 per cent, versus a 1.9 per 
cent decline Y-o-Y. Cumulative 
output contracted 3.0 per cent, 
compared with 1.1 per cent 
growth during April–Novem-
ber 2024–25.

Petroleum refi nery products 
declined 0.9 per cent, compared 
to 2.9 per cent growth in No-

vember 2024. On a cumulative 
basis, output rose 0.2 per cent, 
compared with 2.8 per cent 
growth in the previous year.

Fertilisers recorded a 5.6 per 
cent increase, compared with 
2.0 per cent growth in Novem-
ber 2024. Cumulative fertiliser 
output rose 1.3 per cent, un-
changed from the same period 
last year.

Steel production grew 6.1 
per cent, compared with 10.5 
per cent growth in November 
2024. Cumulative steel output 
increased 9.7 per cent, com-
pared with 6.7 per cent growth 
a year earlier.

Cement production rose 14.5 
per cent, compared with 13.1 
per cent growth in November 
2024. Cumulative cement out-
put increased 8.2 per cent, com-
pared with 3.1 per cent growth 
in the corresponding period 
last year.

Electricity generation declined 
2.2 per cent, compared with 4.4 
per cent growth in November 
2024. Cumulative generation fell 
0.3 per cent, compared with 5.3 
per cent growth a year earlier.

Core sectors rebound to 1.8% growth in Nov

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Dec 22: Gold pric-
es rose to a fresh lifetime high 
of Rs 1,38,200 per 10 grams, 
gaining Rs 1,685, in the nation-
al capital Monday following the 
precious metal scaling record 
highs in the global markets, ac-
cording to the All India Sarafa 
Association.

Silver prices also raced to hit 
an all-time high of Rs 2,14,500 
per kilogramme (inclusive of 
all taxes) in the capital, up by 
Rs 10,400 per kg.

"Bullish momentum ex-
tended in bullion, with gold 
and silver surging to another 
fresh record high on Monday," 
Saumil Gandhi, Senior Analyst 
- Commodities at HDFC Securi-
ties, said.

In the international markets, 
spot gold increased by $80.85, or 
1.86 per cent, to hit a record of 
$4,420.35 per ounce.

"Investor interest in silver 
and gold has grown consider-
ably as interest rates are going 
down in the US, fi scal concerns 

are growing, and the 
American econo-
my is becoming 
more uncer-
tain," Gandhi 
said.

He added 
that this has 
led to a shift 
towards the 
safe-haven asset. 
In addition, the de-
mand for safe haven also 

increased, due to the 
escalating geopolit-

ical tensions.
Spot silver 

appreciated by 
$2.31, or 3.44 per 
cent, to hit a 
lifetime high of 

$69.45 per ounce 
in the overseas 

markets.
"Silver prices have 

reached a record high, re-

fl ecting strong industrial 
demand along with rising 
investment demand," Satish 
Dondapati, Fund Manager at 
Kotak Mutual Fund, said.

Expressing similar views, 
Renisha Chainani, Head - Re-
search at Augmont, said, "Min-
ing disruptions and limited 
current silver inventories are 
causing severe supply short-
falls, driving prices higher."

"A weak dollar is expected 
to continue to boost speculator 
demand for silver, not to men-
tion any geopolitical tensions 
that would generate keener 
safe-haven demand for silver," 
she added.

Gold, silver prices at new peaks
Investor interest in silver 
and gold has grown 
considerably as inter-

est rates are going down in 
the US, fi scal concerns are 
growing, and the American 
economy is becoming more 
uncertain
SAUMIL GANDHI | SENIOR ANALYST 
– COMMODITIES, HDFC SECURITIES

YELLOW 
METAL JUMPS 

TO RECORD HIGH OF 
`1.38 LAKH/10G

WHITE METAL SURGES TO NEW 
PEAK OF `2,14,500 PER KG

GOLD, SILVER FUTURES HIT 
FRESH RECORDS ON FED 

CUT BETS

Equities rise as IT, metals lead rally
Sensex rallies 638 pts, Nifty settles above 26,100 

PURI: Odisha Grameen Bank (OGB), in collaboration with SELCO 
Foundation and Spandan Organisation, organised a workshop on 
‘Catalyzing Finance for Climate-Resilient Livelihoods’ in Puri. The 
workshop brought together key stakeholders to promote renewable 
energy–based entrepreneurship and sustainable livelihood solutions.  
Among those present were Prabhu Prasad Mishra, Senior Financial 
Inclusion Advisor, SELCO Foundation; Manas Ranjan Mishra, Senior 
Manager (Head Offi ce), OGB; Soumya Darshan Kar, Regional Manager, 
Pipili Regional Offi ce (OGB); and Barsharani Mishra, Chairperson, Spandan 
Organisation.  Over 25 branch managers of OGB, representatives from 
partner organisations, DRE-based entrepreneurs, and service providers 
also participated. Addressing the gathering, Sanjay Tripathy of SELCO 
Foundation said the workshop aimed to accelerate economic development 
of rural and urban entrepreneurs, SHGs, and FPOs by facilitating access 
to fi nance for renewable energy–based livelihood solutions through OGB. 
OGB highlighted its continued support to entrepreneurs and SHGs by 
extending loans for solar energy–based livelihood activities under various 
government schemes, including PMFME, PMEGP, PM Mudra, and SUY. 
Under a Memorandum of Understanding between SELCO Foundation and 
Odisha Grameen Bank, both institutions agreed to facilitate the creation 
of over 500 green entrepreneurs by FY2027. Bank offi cials also expressed 
their commitment to providing fi nancial support at the grassroots level.

OGB, SELCO Foundation hold workshop 
on climate-resilient livelihoods
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 22: Despite 
a rare blip in form, Neeraj 
Chopra was the biggest saving 
grace for India's doping-marred 
athletics landscape after getting 
the 90m "monkey off his back" 
even as the sport's administra-
tors worked towards making 
the country a hub of big-ticket 
events in a bitter-sweet 2025.

The 27-year-old Chopra 
went past the coveted mark, 
considered the gold standard 
in javelin throw, in the Doha 
Diamond League but suffered 
a heartbreak when he failed 
to win a medal in the World 
Championships fi nal in Tokyo 
later in the year.

Young Sachin Yadav outper-
formed Chopra to emerge as a 
potential world-class javelin 
thrower with a fourth-place 
fi nish.

But the doping menace 
showed no signs of decline with 
several top Indians caught in 
the net, including Olympian 
javelin thrower Shivpal Singh 
and former Asian Games med-
allist discus thrower Seema 
Punia.

An athlete-coach duo was 
also suspended for doping in a 
fi rst of its kind instance, while 
two minor athletes too joined 
the Hall of Shame.

There was a silver lining 
though, as India staged two 
World Athletics Continental 

Tour events, with Chopra host-
ing and winning one of them.

The country also mount-
ed bids on some high-profi le 
continental and global events, 
including the 2031 World Ath-
letics Championships with 
Ahmedabad as the proposed 
venue.

90m high for Chopra
One of the most eligible bach-

elors in the country, Chopra 
tied the knot with tennis play-
er Himani Mor in an intimate 
ceremony in a private resort in 
Himachal Pradesh with just a 
few close relatives and family 
members present.

The outside world got to 
know of the event only after 
Chopra himself posted the mar-
riage photos in his social media 
handles.

A few months later, Chopra 
sent his spear to 90.23m to be-
come the third Asian and 25th 
overall to achieve the feat.

Chopra clinched three more 
major titles -- the Paris Dia-
mond League, the Golden Spike 
meet and the inaugural NC 
Classic. He realised his dream 
of hosting a world-class event 
in front of the home crowd and 
family members.

He, however, came up short 
in the Diamond League Finals, 
fi nishing second to German Ju-
lian Weber. He was bidding to 
regain the trophy he had won 
in 2022, but was barely able to 
touch the 85m mark.

But the most unexpected 
happened during the World 
Championships in Tokyo in 
September at the very venue 
where he achieved fame and 
Olympic gold in 2021.

Never-ending doping menace
India continued to occupy 

the second spot in the global 
list of athletes ineligible to 
compete due to doping offenc-
es, with 128 athletes in the list 
released by Athletics Integrity 
Unit (AIU).

Some of the country's top ath-
letes caught for doping included 
Shivpal, Pune Half Marathon 
winner Pradhan Vilas Kiru-
lakar, sprinter Sekar Dhanal-
akshmi and 2014 Asian Games 
medallist hammer thrower 
Manju Bala.

Two minors were also hand-
ed three-year bans by the Na-
tional Anti-Doping Agency 
(NADA).

Former Indian junior team 
head coach Ramesh Nagpuri 
was suspended for "complicity" 
in doping.

Two more coaches -- Karam-
veer Singh and Rakesh -- were 
also suspended for "complicity" 
and "administration of prohib-
ited substances" respectively.

Asian Games silver med-
al-winning long distance 
runner Kartik Kumar accept-
ed a three-year ban from the 
US Anti-Doping Agency after 
testing positive for a range 

of banned anabolic agents 
during out-of-competition 
tests there.

Alarmed by the rising dop-
ing cases, the AFI set up an 
anti-doping cell to track down 
coaches and training centres 
suspected to be involved in 
substance abuse.

It also made it mandato-
ry for all coaches -- qualifi ed 
and unqualifi ed -- to register 
on its portal from this season 
onwards if they wanted to con-
tinue training athletes. It will 
also not recommend anyone 
who trains with unregistered 
coaches for national honours 
like the Arjuna and Khel Rat-
na award.

City takes centre stage
India successfully hosted 

a World Athletics Continen-
tal Tour bronze level meet 
on August 10 at the Kalinga 
Stadium in Bhubaneswar. 
The event will be upgraded 
to silver level next year, to 
be held at the same venue 
August 22, 2026.

India also made bids for 2028 
Asian Indoor Athletics Cham-
pionships -- with Bhubaneswar 
as venue -- and the 2026 Asian 
Relays.

The AFI decided to intro-
duce the National Indoor Ath-
letics Championships in Bhu-
baneswar in March next year, 
to prepare for the 2028 Asian In-
door Championships for which 
it has made a bid.

Meanwhile, Adille Sumari-
walla's reign as AFI chief 
came to an end with 2002 
Asian Games gold-winning 
shot putter Bahadur Sagoo 
replacing him.

Neeraj shines amid athletics turmoil 
Olympian fi nally 

breaks 90m barrier 
but no end to 

country's doping woes

PRESS TRUST OPF INDIA

Visakhapatnam, Dec 22: The 
Indian women's cricket team 
will look to raise its fi elding 
standards by a few notches 
and build on a comprehensive 
opening win when it squares off 
against Sri Lanka in the second 
WT20I here Tuesday.

Playing its fi rst international 
game after a historic World Cup 
triumph last month, Harman-
preet Kaur's side didn't need to 
break much sweat in the bat-
ting and bowling departments 
during an eight-wicket win 
over the island nation.

However, the team's fi elding, 
especially catching, left a lot to 
be desired despite the bowlers 
managing to restrict the Lank-
ans to a paltry 121 for 6.

"We are working on our fi eld-
ing. Don't know why we keep 
dropping catches. It is wet out 
here, but it is not an excuse. 
That is something we really 
need to think about. in the next 
match, we will come about with 
better approach," skipper Har-
manpreet Kaur had said after 
the match.

The Indian team had a 
well-deserved six-week break 
following the World Cup high. 
The players converged for a 
week-long camp at the Centre 
Of Excellence in Bangalore af-
ter that.

Some rustiness in fi elding 
was pretty much expected and 
the seasoned skipper feels that 
the team would be getting into 

the groove very soon.
"We are playing after a 

month. We don't want to unnec-
essarily challenge ourselves. 
We just want to do well for the 
team.

"We just wanted to bowl fi rst 
and see how it goes. We wanted 
to show the better approach," 
Harmanpreet had said.

On paper, India are over-
whelming favourites to win the 
series against Chamari Athap-
aththu-led visitors.

In the form of her life, Jemi-
mah Rodrigues commenced 
her post World Cup journey 
from where she left during the 
title victory.

She looked in rhythm and 
was especially severe on Shash-
ini Gimhani, a left-arm wrist 
spinner, whch is a rare breed 
in women's cricket.

Gimhani bowled a lot of over-
pitched deliveries and failed 
to get her length right and Ro-

drigues alone creamed her for 
half a dozen boundaries.

The biggest gain for India 
was 20-year-old left-arm spin-
ner Vaishnavi Sharma, who 
was recently ignored at the 
WPL auctions.

Although Vaishnavi went 
wicket-less, she gave away on-
ly 16 runs and didn't concede a 
single boundary.

For Shafali Verma, the series 
is an important one and she 
would like to be more consis-
tent while batting in the format 
that suits her game.

In the opening game, Sri Lan-
ka's inept performance didn't 
test India's batting much.

But the likes of Rodrigues, 
Harmanpreet, Deepti Sharma 
would like to be challenged 
during the course of this se-
ries before embarking on a 
tough tour of Australia after 
the conclusion of the Women's 
Premier League.

2ND WT20I

Women in Blue look to 
consolidate lead vs SL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Narainpur (Chhattisgarh), 
Dec 22: Team Odisha started 
their campaign in the 79th Na-
tional Football Championship 
for Santosh Trophy 2025–26 
against Madhya Pradesh and 
registered a convincing 4–0 
victory in the opening group-
stage match held here Monday.

Kartik Hantal, captain of the 
Odisha team, broke the dead-
lock early in a 15 minute penal-
ty kick. The score stayed stable 
at 1-0 until the second half was 
nearing the end where forward 
Jitu Muduli added the second 
in the 75 minute.

With Madhya Pradesh tak-
ing another hit, it became 

easy for Odisha to add more. 
Forward Srikant Gadaba land-
ed a brace (77’ and 90+4’) to 
take the lead to 4-0. With the 
fourth goal in added time it 

showed the team’s resilience 
to fight for more. 

Odisha will play its next 
match against Telangana De-
cember 24.

Odisha’s dominant opener against MP
SANTOSH TROPHY
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Bhopal, Dec 22: Navy's Kiran 
Ankush Jadhav held off the 
challenge of Olympian Arjun 
Babuta to clinch the gold medal 
in the men's 10m air rifl e event 
at the 68th National Shooting 
Championship here Monday.

Jadhav fi nished with 252.1 to 
claim top-of-the-podium place 
ahead of Babuta, who secured 
silver with 251.4, while reigning 
50m rifl e 3 positions national 
champion Aishwary Pratap 
Singh Tomar bagged bronze 
with 229.8.

Arjun's Railways teammate 
Shahu Tushar Mane fi nished 
fourth with 209.3, followed by 
Himanshu (181.1), Ramayana 
Tomer (166.7), Onkar Vikas 
Waghamare (145.4) and Pradeep 
Singh (123.3) to round out the 

fi nal lineup.
In the men's 10m air rifl e 

junior fi nal, Gujarat's Moham-
med Murtaza Vania delivered 
an authoritative display to se-
cure the gold medal with 254.3.

Abhinav Shaw of West Ben-
gal claimed the silver with 
251.6, while Onkar Vikas 
Waghamare fi nished third with 
230.1 to earn the bronze medal.

68TH NAT'L SHOOTING CHAMPIONSHIP

Navy's Jadhav bags 10m air rifl e gold

AGENCIES

Zurich, Dec 22: In the fi nal 
FIFA men’s world rankings of 
2025, published Monday, Spain 
maintained its position at the 
top of the global standings. De-
spite clinching the 2025 Arab 
Cup title, Morocco remains 
11th—just 0.54 points shy of 
breaking into the top 10 for the 
fi rst time since April 1998.

Jordan rose two spots to 64th, 
making it one of the few teams 
on the entire leaderboard to 
climb more than a single posi-
tion, alongside Vietnam (107th) 
and Singapore (148th).

India’s position remained un-
changed since its fall in Novem-

ber rankings despite the All In-
dia Football Federation (AIFF) 
struggling to get the top-fl ight 
football league, Indian Super 
League, running in the country. 

While the top of the table 
showed little movement, the 
true success stories of 2025 
emerged through the ranks.

Kosovo, 80th, fi nished the 
year as the standout performer, 

accumulating a massive 89.02 
points—the highest by any na-
tion—following a stellar run of 
seven wins and two draws. This 
consistency fuelled a year-high 
surge of 19 places for the Europe-
an side. Other notable climbers 
include Norway (29th position) 
and Suriname, the latter jumping 
15 places over the last 12 months 
and ending in the 123rd spot.

FIFA MEN’S WORLD RANKINGS

Spain ends year as top team INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 22: The Pro 
Wrestling League (PWL), sanc-
tioned by the Wrestling Feder-
ation of India (WFI), unveiled 
its new offi cial logo ahead of 
the fi fth season, signalling the 
league’s revival after a sev-
en-year hiatus. 

The Pro Wrestling League is 
scheduled to return in January 
2026, featuring top Indian and 
international wrestlers, prom-
ising high-intensity competi-
tion and a commercially viable 
framework designed to support 
the sport’s growth.

The newly launched logo is 
a modern, dynamic emblem 
inspired by the traditional 
red-and-blue wrestling mat, 
symbolising strength, balance 
and competitive spirit. The lo-

go represents a complete reset 
for the Pro Wrestling League, 
which has undergone a signifi -
cant structural and operational 
overhaul under its new owner-
ship and management.

PWL’s renewed mission is 
to create a world-class profes-
sional platform for wrestlers by 
bridging the gap between grass-
roots akhadas and the global 
competitive stage. The league 

aims to provide structured 
opportunities, international 
exposure and a professionally 
managed environment for ath-
letes, while contributing to the 
long-term growth and credibil-
ity of wrestling in India.

The revitalised vision is be-
ing implemented in close col-
laboration with the Wrestling 
Federation of India (WFI), en-
suring the league operates in 
line with national regulations 
and governance standards. 
The collaboration is expected 
to strengthen the pathway for 
emerging wrestlers to prog-
ress from traditional training 
systems to the national and in-
ternational spotlight.

The league is now being oper-
ated under the ownership and 
management of ONO Media, 
led by partners Akhil Gupta 

and Dayaan Farooqui. The new 
management has moved away 
from previous frameworks 
to build a transparent, ath-
lete-fi rst ecosystem focused on 
professionalism, integrity and 
long-term sustainability within 
Indian wrestling.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Akhil Gupta, CEO, Pro Wres-
tling League, said, “The new 
logo refl ects our vision for the 
future of the Pro Wrestling 
League — modern, aggressive 
and world-class. More impor-
tantly, it represents a clean 
slate. We are building a league 
that honours the sport and its 
athletes through transparency, 
professionalism and long-term 
commitment. The past is be-
hind us, and the focus is fi rmly 
on creating a sustainable eco-
system for Indian wrestling.”

Pro Wrestling League returns after seven-year hiatus
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New Delhi, Dec 22: The BC-
CI has more than doubled the 
match fees of women cricket-
ers and officials in domestic 
cricket, a move triggered by 
India's maiden ODI World 
Cup triumph and aimed at 
creating a more equitable 
pay structure across the 
circuit.

The substantial hike was 
approved by the Board's Apex 
Council.

As per the revised structure, 
senior women cricketers plying 
their trade in domestic tourna-
ments will now earn between 
Rs 50,000 and Rs 60,000 per day, 
a signifi cant jump from the ex-
isting Rs 20,000 (Rs 10,000 for 
reserves) per match day.

For senior women's do-
mestic one-day tournaments 
and multi-day competitions, 
players in the first XI will 
receive Rs 50,000 per day, 
while those in reserves will 
be paid half the amount at 
Rs 25,000 per day.

In national T20 tournaments, 
fi rst XI players will earn Rs 
25,000 per match day, with re-
serves receiving Rs 12,500.

If a top domestic women 
cricketer now features across 
all formats during a full season, 
she can earn anywhere between 
Rs 12 lakh and Rs 14 lakh, ac-
cording to BCCI offi cials.

The Apex Council has also 
increased the remuneration 
for junior women cricketers. 
Players in the Under-23 and Un-
der-19 categories will be paid Rs 
25,000 per day, while reserves 
will get Rs 12,500.

HUGE PAY HIKE 
FOR WOMEN 
CRICKETERS

Pakistan colts get 
hefty cash reward
Karachi: Prime Minister Shahbaz 
on Monday announced a special 
cash award of 10 million rupees for 
Pakistan's U19 Asia Cup-winning 
squad members. The Pakistan colts 
thumped India by 191 runs Sunday 
to claim the title. Sharif made the 
announcement at a reception for 
the team and offi cials in Islamabad 
where he lauded the team's 
performance. Sarfaraz Ahmed, 
the mentor and manager of the 
team, told the media after the 
reception that the Prime Minister 
has announced cash award of 10 
million (Approx $36,000) to each of 
the players. Sarfaraz said he was 
enjoying working with a bunch of 
talented players who had a great 
future in the sport. 

NZ rise to second 
in WTC rankings 
New Delhi: New Zealand climbed 
to second on the ICC World 
Test Championship table after 
completing a dominant 323-run 
win over the West Indies in the 
third and fi nal Test at Mount 
Maunganui. The comprehensive 
victory lifted New Zealand above 
South Africa, with only Australia 
ahead of them in the WTC 
standings. New Zealand's next 
assignment is a three-match World 
Test Championship series against 
England, scheduled for the middle 
of next year. The West Indies, 
meanwhile, remain ninth on the 
table and will return to action at 
home next year in a series against 
Sri Lanka and Pakistan. The Black 
Caps sealed the result midway 
through the fi nal session at Bay 
Oval, with left-arm seamer Jacob 
Duffy claiming the fi nal wicket to 
bring the match to a close. 

England's Kane 
lands kicker honour 
Berlin: England star Harry Kane's 
rise from the most expensive 
debut signing in Bundesliga history 
to a record-setting scorer and 
commanding team fi gure has 
turned his Bayern Munich spell 
into a full-blown success story, 
capped by prominent football 
magazine Kicker naming him 
its 2025 Personality of the Year. 
Praise poured in from every 
corner, and the 32-year-old 
England captain could not hide his 
grin when told about the award 
during an on-pitch TV interview. 
He had just scored his 81st league 
goal in only his 78th appearance 
in Bayern's 4-0 win over last-
placed Heidenheim. "Really? Oh, 
that's great," he said. Kicker ran 
the headline "King and servant," 
calling Kane the ideal ambassador 
who has won over German fans. 
His impact has gone far beyond 
the 100-million-euro fee and 
the goals that followed, reports 
Xinhua. Kane was the Bundesliga's 
top scorer in each of his fi rst two 
seasons, and fi nally won a league 
title in May 2025 after 14 years 
at Spurs and several brief loans 
earlier in his career.
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