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Fashion impact

Actor Bhumi Pednekar
opens up about the
special place fashion
holds in her life
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MGNREGA repeal: Cong
to launch nationwide stir

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: The
Congress will launch a na-
tionwide campaign against
the repeal of the UPA-era
rural employment legisla-
tion MGNREGA January
5, similar to the pushback
against the three farm laws
which eventually forced the
Narendra Modi government
to rollback its decision, par-
ty president Mallikarjun
Kharge said.

At a press conference
here Saturday after a meet-
ing of the Congress Work-
ing Committee (CWC),
Kharge said the party
will lead the ‘MGNREGA
Bachao Abhiyan’ across
the country.

The VB-G RAM G Bill,
replacing the 20-year-old
MGNREGA, was passed
in Parliament during the
recently concluded Winter
Session of Parliament amid
vociferous protests by the
Opposition. The new law

- has a provision for 125 days
of wage employment for ru-
ral workers.

Kharge said the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) was not just
a scheme, but the ‘Right to

Work’ given by the Consti-
tution.

“People are angry over
the repeal of MGNREGA.
The government will have
to face the consequences,”
he said.

“At the CWC meeting,
we took an oath that a cam-
paign would be launched
with MGNREGA as its
focal point. The Congress
would take the lead and
start a “MGNREGA Bachao
Abhiyan” from January 5,”
Kharge said.

He said party leaders
took an oath of protecting
MGNREGA at any cost.

“We will fight united-
ly for the rights of rural
labourers to dignity, em-
ployment, wages and time-
ly payment and will protect
the rights of demand-based
employment and gram
sabha,” he said.

Kharge said the Congress
would democratically op-
pose the “conspiracy” to
erase Mahatma Gandhi’s
name from MGNREGA
and to “convert the rights
of workers into charity”.

“This law has been
brought to crush the poor.
We will fight against it on
the streets and in Parlia-
ment,” he said. P9

WAR-RAVAGED

Firefighters work at the site of an apartment building hit during Russian missile and drone strikes
in Kyiv, Saturday (Report on P10)

Mob attacks music concert in B'desh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, Dec 27: At least 20
students were injured in a
mob attack in Bangladesh
that forced the cancellation
of a concert by popular rock
singer James, who has also
sung several hit Hindi film
songs, officials and organ-
isers have said.The inci-
dent occurred Friday night
in Faridpur, amid a recent
spate of attacks on cultural
institutions in the country.

In recent weeks, organi-
sations such as Chhayanaut
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Your regime is so good that
people can’t stop remembering
former PMs

and Udichi Shilpi Goshthi
in Dhaka have been vandal-
ised. James’ concert was to
mark the closing of Farid-
pur Zilla School’s 185th
anniversary celebrations.
The programme was to be
held late at night on a tem-
porary stage set up within
the school premises, news
portal tbsnews.net reported.

However, just before the
programme was due to begin,
a group of outsiders tried to
force entry after being turned
away, throwing bricks and
stones and attempting to

seize the stage. Students of the
school resisted the attackers,
and at least 20 were injured
by flying debris, according to
the organisers. In the wake of
the volatile situation, organ-
ising committee convener
Mustafizur Rahman Sham-
im cancelled the show on the
orders of the Faridpur district
administration, The Daily
Star newspaper reported.
James, the lead singer,
songwriter and guitarist
of Bangladeshi rock band
Nagar Baul, has sung in
several hit Bollywood films.

Differently-abled woman raped

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27:
A physically challenged
woman was allegedly raped
in Puri district, police said
Saturday.

The incident happened
Friday night in the Brah-
magiri police station area,
they said.

A middle-aged man al-
legedly forcibly entered the
woman’s house and raped
her when other family mem-

bers were away, according
to the complaint.

The accused has been de-
tained, police said, adding
that a case has been lodged
under relevant sections of
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS).

The victim has undergone
a medical examination, and
her statement has been re-
corded, they said.

BJD leader Sanjay Das
Burma demanded stringent
action against the accused.

Tight security in Puri,
Bhub for New Year

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27:
The Odisha Police has made
tight security arrangements
in pilgrim town Puri and
Bhubaneswar for New Year
celebration.

With over 3.5-4 lakh devo-
tees expected to visit Puri’s Ja-
gannath temple on New Year’s
day, comprehensive security,
traffic, crowd management,
and emergency preparedness
measures have been taken, a
police officer said Saturday.

The Odisha Police have
mobilised a force of 60 pla-
toons of police personnel,
supervised by a specialised
command structure com-
prising 10 additional SPs, 33
DSPs, and 62 inspectors, and
245 sub-inspectors for crowd
control in Puri, he said.

The Commissionerate
Police has also made tight
security arrangements to
ensure a safe and enjoyable
night for revelers in Bhu-
baneswar city. Police Com-
missioner Suresh Dev Dat-
ta Singh said 15 platoons of
police force will be deployed
for security, with a focus on
traffic management and law
and order.

All-woman squad to protect wildlife

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: The
state government has induct-
ed a five-member all-woman
squad for the protection of
forest and animals in De-
brigarh Wildlife Sanctuary,
officials said Saturday.

For the first time, an
all-woman squad has been
inducted into the force in
the sanctuary.

Of the freshly inducted
personnel, four hail from
tribal families living in vil-
lages situated on the foot-
hills of the wildlife sanctu-
ary, DFO, Hirakud division,
Anshu Pragyan Das said.

Since childhood, they
have spent their time wan-
dering in the forests and
have witnessed increasing
human pressure on the
sanctuary, cases of elec-
trocution of animals due

to the erectlon of wires by
residents of peripheral vil-

lages to protect their crops,
and also the Odisha-Chhat-
tisgarh cross-border trade of
wildlife animals and their
parts, she said.

“The women have been
selected because of their
commitment to wildlife and
forest protection, fearless at-

titude, and dream to have a
meaningful life by serving
the nature,” Das said.

The DFO said that the
women have undergone
three months of physical
training since October.

Two of the five women
personnel are expert swim-
mers, and they have also
been trained in cruise div-

ing, she added.

The all-woman squad
will start working in the
sanctuary from January 1,
Das said.

Anjali Topno, a member
of the squad, said, “I feel
honoured to be a part of the
Debrigarh enforcement unit.
I am financially independent
now, and would also be able
to support my family. Ev-
eryone will look at me with
pride as I am contributing
towards the protection of
Debrigarh sanctuary and
saving this forest for our
future generations.”

“We wanted an all-woman
enforcement squad, as ma-
ny of our frontline staffers
are women living inside the
sanctuary. This move will
motivate villagers to protect
the sanctuary,” Principal
Chief Conservator of For-
ests (Wildlife) PK Jha said.
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Record SIP inflows

Investors pour over 33 lakh
crore into mutual fund
schemes through SIP, for the
first time in a calendar year
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Green stickers
Ei must for vehicles

The state government will
make green stickers man-
datory for all vehicles with
valid Pollution Under Control
(PUC) certificates from Febru-
ary. Those without valid PUC
documents will face strict ac-
tion under the Motor Vehicles
Act, and owners must ensure
full compliance with all man-
datory requirements. The
move follows public concern
after ¥10,000 fines were im-
posed on vehicles with expired
PUC certificates through cam-
era-based toll systems, leading
to long queues at pollution
testing centres. Enforcement
has been extended till Febru-
ary to allow motorists time to
comply, after which checks
will be strictly enforced

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: The
state government has decid-
ed to make green stickers
mandatory for all vehicles
from February, with the fa-
cility available only to those
holding a valid Pollution Un-
der Control (PUC) certificate,
Commerce and Transport
Minister Bibhuti Bhushan

' Long wait ends

England celebrate their first Test
win in Australia in 15 years as they
chase down 175 runs for a
four-wicket Ashes victory

SPORTS | P12

Fedekk

12 PAGES+SUNDAY POST | 5.00

CASH PAYMENT AGAINST E-CHALLANS

Bhubaneswar: The State Transport Authority (STA) has instructed all
RTOs to accept cash payments against e-challans issued to motorists
for traffic violations, officials said. The move comes in the wake of
complaints by vehicle owners stating that they were facing difficulties
in making online payment of fines due to problems such as non-receipt
of one-time passwords (OTP) and change of mobile numbers linked to
the system. Under the new arrangement, a designated officer will be
responsible for accepting e-challan payments at RTO offices. Only the
vehicle owner or the defaulter will be allowed to make payment for ac-
tive e-challan dues, a transport department officer said. After receiving
the e-challan, a money receipt will be issued and the payment will also
be updated online. The money received for e-challan will be deposited
in the government treasury on the next working day, he said. For online
payments, one can use the transport department (mParivahan) ap-
plication and https://echallan.parivahan.gov.in/.

Jena said Saturday.
Addressing the media,
Jena said vehicles without a
valid PUC certificate would
face strict action under the
Motor Vehicles Act. He added
that vehicle owners would be
required to carry all manda-
tory documents at all times.
The announcement comes
amid public concern over the
enforcement drive against
vehicles whose PUC certifi-
cates had expired. The trans-
port department had begun
imposing fines of 10,000 on
such vehicles, with penalties
being issued through cam-
era-based systems installed
at toll gates, even without

PATANJALL

on-road document checks.
The move triggered anxiety
among motorists and led to
long queues at pollution test-
ing centres across the state.
Following complaints from
the public, the government ex-
tended the intensified check-
ing process until February.
From then on, Jena said,
green stickers would be is-
sued only to vehicles that
comply with pollution norms.
The transport department
will supply the stickers.
Jena clarified that both
new and old vehicles are re-
quired to obtain PUC certif-
icates and that compliance
would be enforced strictly.
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Synthetic Cough Syrups Are Causing

the Deaths of Innocent Children

Synthetic medicines go against our cell memory and the laws of nature.
Synthetic medicines, vitamins, soaps, shampoos, etc.
are not completely safe for our health.

Replace Chemical, Synthetic & Animal-Based Nutraceuticals
Choose Nutrela’s Natural Nutrition Range instead.

For Cough and Cold, 100% Safe and Effective: A
Bronchom, Swasari Vati, Swasari Gold, Swasari Pravahi and Swasari Avaleha
~
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An Alternative to Synthetic - Dental, Hair and Skin Care, Choose Natural Products

from Patanijali.

el
Mt Kantl
Natural

PATANJALL,

Patanjali Body Cleanser, Dant Kanti, Kesh Kanti & Skin Care Range
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M ARIES ,¥
looks. You attempt to imhibe =

on the edge of your seat. Ganesha advises

accuracy e reliability o frust

FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181*
Today you will go overboard
trying to spruce up your
new looks. A very desirable date will raise
high expectations in you and will keep you
you to take it easy as real relationships
are not measured by outward expressions.

[l TAURUS oy

Today, you may experience u
the juxtaposition of pleasure -

and pain. Household tasks

may weigh you down around afternoon.
Later in the day, you will be able to achieve
whatever you desire solely on account of
your determination and mental strength.

Pleasure awaits in the warmth and compa-
ny of your soul mate, says Ganesha.

Il GEMINI

For a one-tracked fish, you
will do an amazing job in
dividing your time between
work and family. Despite your preoccu-
pation with work, you will take time off
for your family, and even plan out a small
outing, leaving them pleasantly surprised.
Also, your dreams are about to come true.

l CANCER Q
You will spend your day ;
reflecting on your past and

thinking what went wrong, predicts
Ganesha. But keep in mind that your mis-
takes won't lead to the end of the world,
unless you are a nuclear scientist. So

get your act together, and stop brooding
over your mistakes.

HlLEO

~ The friends we make go a
long way in making us who =
we are, says Ganesha. Over
the years, with your natural instinct to be a
social charmer, you have built a fine circle
of dedicated friends on whom you can bank
with confidence under any circumstance.
Today might be a day when you get the
opportunity to make use of such friendship.

H VIRGO

Razor-sharp and aesthetic to i
the last cell in your body, en- S|
tertain and enthral people with

_your guile, especially at a social do, says
Ganesha. But conserve that zest and save
the time to pay due attention to matters of
supreme importance, warns Ganesha.

H LIBRA
Monotonous is the word Kﬂ

to describe the way things

have been till now, but no

more, says Ganesha. It might be a very
good idea for you to take a break from
things around you and go on a small trip.
Invigorate yourself with a small picnic
with family and friends.

Il SCORPIO

Investing in real estate could

yield maximum profits today,

says Ganesha. An unusual

gain from speculative trade is also on
the cards. But you may need to spend
time in the waiting room, before a more
profitable opportunity comes by.

0000000000000 0000000000000

[l SAGITTARIUS

Your friend base is slated to
multiply today. At work, ad-
ditional responsibilities will
be thrust upon you, and you will also be
given charge of new resources. Ganesha
predicts you taking up the challenge and
emerging triumphant in all spheres today.

Il CAPRICORN

Planning strategic moves
will be done with, and all
that will remain is execution.
But Ganesha says there may be delays

in implementing ideas that are crucial to
the success of your project, and this may
leave you disappointed and dismayed.
But the problem will be short-lived and
you will have nothing to worry about as
you have all it takes to be a winner.

B AQUARIUS

Ganesha says it's okay

to cry on somebody's

shoulders. In fact, sharing

problems lightens the load, and if
nothing else, your friends will think
you're as human as them. You will feel
much better by evening and will even
smile a little, says Ganesha.

H PISCES ’,

to imprison you within J
outmoded walls of faulty

will give you some much-needed wriggle
room to manoeuvre things your way for

Needless rigidity only serves
reasoning. Inculcating some flexibility
good, says Ganesha.

holds in her life.

The Dum Laga Ke Haisha actress shared
that she uses fashion to express herself. She
added that through everything life throws at
her, fashion is something that has helped her

stay rooted.

Sharing an album of some of her high-fash-
ion moments, Bhumi wrote on her Instagram
handle, “Fashion has been my quiet rebellion,
my armor, my joy. Through love, hate, and
every narrative formed around me, it’s
helped me stay rooted in who I am.”

Expressing her gratitude to all the
designers and stylists who have
helped create her own style, the
Shubh Mangal Savdhan actress
added, “Grateful beyond words to
the designers, to all the incredible
stylists that worked with me, all
makeup and hair artists, photograph-
ers, all assistants, master ji, dress dada
and all magazine editors who shaped |

these moments.”

Work-wise, Bhumi last graced the big
screen with the film Mere Husband Ki Bi-
wi, co-starring Arjun Kapoor and Rakul

Preet Singh.

Bhumi on impact
of fashion in life

Mumbai: Actress Bhumi Pednekar used social
media to open up about the special place fashion

N
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She was also a part of the OTT *

series, The Royals, where she

essayed the role of a strong-
willed entrepreneur, Sophia
Shekhar.

Dhurandharnow the highest grossing Hindi film in India

Mumbai: On Friday, its 22nd
day in theatres, Dhurandhar
crossed another huge mile-
stone. As it took its domestic
earnings to I648 crore, the
Aditya Dhar film became
the highest-grossing Bolly-
wood film in India, beating
the mark set by Shah Rukh
Khan’s Jawan two years
ago. Dhurandhar is now set
to cross 3700 crore domes-
tically, and potentially even
challenge Pushpa 2: The Rule
for the highest collections by
a Hindi film in India.
Dhurandhar started its
fourth week at the ticket win-
dow with a net collection of
just over %15 crore. This has
taken its domestic collection
to %648.50 crore net after 22
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days. Dhurandhar is now at
number 1 in the list of the high-
est-grossing Bollywood films
domestically, having displaced
Atlee’s Jawan, which earned
Rs 640 crore in 2023. The Ran-
veer Singh-starrer had earlier
beaten the lifetime collections
of Vicky Kaushal’s Chhaava
( %601 crore) and Rajkummar
Rao and Shraddha Kapoor’s
Stree 2 ( Rs 598 crore).

The other Bollywood films
to have grossed over 3500
crore net in India are Animal
(Rs 553 crore), Gadar 2 (3525
crore), and Pathaan ( 543
crore). Shah Rukh Khan’s
Pathaan was the first Bolly-
wood film to enter this club.
Prior to that, the record had
been held by Aamir Khan’s

I'M AN EASY CRIER:
KATE HUDSON

Hollywood star Kate Hudson says she is

an “easy crier”. “l cry every day ‘cause
every time Hugh and | start talking

about the movie, we get so emotional,”
Hudson told people.com of her new

film based on the real-life of American
singer and songwriter Neil Diamond.
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suniel says “no’ to 240cr offer

WINSLET SHARES HER FIRST
INTIMATE EXPERIENCES

Hollywood actress Kate Winslet has shed
light on some of her “first intimate experi-
ences”. Talking about them, she has said
that some of these experiences were same-
sex. The actress revealed she was “curious”
about obsessive relationship between two
teenage girls, reports Female First UK.

Hyderabad: Rashmika Mand-
anna has risen to become one
of the top saleable stars in the
film industry. She made her
mark in the movie industry by
being a talented actress across
Kannada, Telugu, Tamil, and
Hindi films.

Walking the fine line in
films of multiple languages,
Mandanna has no illusions.
She doesn’t segregate the film
industries; she believes in giv-
ing each of her films the same
attention, grit, and grateful-
ness. Based out of either Mum-
bai or Hyderabad, she feels
the urge to be available, if not
on set, and, more crucially, to
give her best to a movie,
the project, and the
people around .
her. Perhaps {:-' -

of endorsing tobacco brand

Mumbai: Suniel Shetty is now a grandfather
but he continues to remain a huge inspir-
ation for people for being so fit till date.
Though, Shetty admits that young-
sters also consider him as inspiration
despite the fact that he’s no longer
relevant at the movies or box of-
fice. Which is why, he refused a Rs
40 crore deal to endorse a tobacco
brand, said the actor in a recent
interview.

“I have been offered Rs 40 crore
for a tobacco ad. I looked at him
and said, ‘Do you think I will fall
for the money? I won’t.” I prob-
ably needed that money, but

no, I won’t do it. It is something
that I don’t believe in. I won’t do anything
_ that will leave a blemish on Ahan and @
Athiya. Now nobody even dares to
come to me with such offers.” Suniel
added, “I am not relevant when it
comes to cinema or box office, but
still 17-18 year olds look up to
me. I get so much love and
respect, it is unreal. So I am
blessed, so will I do it for a few
. crores? No, I won’t.”

not having
a particu-

g |' : -
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Dangal for seven years. The
sports drama had netted Rs

T
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387 crore in India in all lan-
guages. AGENCIES
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

CROSSWO RD the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

Rashmika’s secret to balance
films in multiple languages

lar image, she is more inter-
ested in breaking stereotypes,
switching between roles, and
growing.

This transiting across indus-
tries has given her pan-Indian
stardom while staying true to
herself.

About her personal life es-
pecially the much speculated
marriage in the near future,
Rashmika remains tight-lipped.
Though a lot of talk is doing
rounds among her followers,
she categorically mentions that
there are things which should
not be said out in the open.

For now, the actress is work-
ing on upgrading her skills
and broadening her horizons,
thankful about what she has

achieved till now and show-
ing a lot of pride and con-
5 fidence in her self-made
success. AGENCIES
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BLOS pillars of election process: CEC

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar Saturday be-
gan his three-day visit to Odi-
sha by offering prayers at Sri-
mandir in Puri, and described
booth-level officers (BLOs),
whom he will meet later, as
‘pillars of the election process’.

Accompanied by his fami-
ly, Kumar arrived at the Biju
Patnaik International Airport
(BPIA) here and straightaway
went to Puri for darshan of
the sibling deities — Lord Bal-
abhadra, Devi Subhadra and
Lord Jagannath.

“T have come to Odisha with
my family to have darshan
of Lord Jagannath, to under-
stand and experience the local
culture, and also to meet our
BLOs, who are the pillars of our
election process. We will be in
Odisha for two to three days,”
Kumar told reporters here.

Kumar also said art, liter-
ature and culture of Odisha
are ancient and unique. “I will
learn as much as possible about
these rich traditions,” he said.

Senior temple officials and
servitors apprised him of the
spiritual and cultural unique-
ness of Lord Jagannath, the
distinctive rituals and tra-
ditions of Srimandir, the

The CEC said both Snmandlr at Puri and the
Sun Temple at Konark stand as
magnificent examples of Odisha’s rich
heritage and age-old traditions

world-famous Rath Yatra held
annually in the presence of mil-
lions of devotees, as well as the
exquisite temple architecture
and deep-rooted devotional
practices.

The CEC later travelled along
the marine drive to the famous
Sun Temple at Konark. He was
briefed on the extraordinary
craftsmanship and historical
significance of Konark, a UNE-
SCO World Heritage Site, built

Odisha forms committee
to review OMSA demands

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: In a bid
to strengthen public healthcare
services while keeping public
interest paramount, the Odisha
government has constituted an
inter-departmental committee
to examine the various demands
raised by the Odisha Medical
Services Association (OMSA).

The committee has been
formed by the Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Department and will
be chaired by the Additional

_Chief Secretary of the Gen-
eral Administration
& Public Grievance
(GA & PG) depart-
ment. Its members
include the Prin-
cipal  Secretary
of the Finance de-
partment, Principal
Secretary of the Law
department, Commis-
sioner-cum-Secretary of
the Health and Family Welfare
department, and Director of
Health Services, Odisha. The
Health and Family Welfare
Commissioner-cum-Secretary
will act as the Member-Conve-
ner of the panel.

The committee will deliber-
ate on the demands submitted
by OMSA, examine them from
administrative, legal and finan-
cial perspectives, and submit its
report with recommendations
to the state government.

Earlier, acting on the direc-
tions of Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi, Health and Fam-

The
committee
will examine
OMSA’s demands from
administrative, legal and
financial angles
and submit its
recommendations to
the state
government

ily Welfare Minister, Mukesh
Mahaling held a crucial dis-
cussion with OMSA represen-
tatives in Bhubaneswar to en-
sure uninterrupted healthcare
services across the state.

Describing the outcome of
the meeting as constructive, the
minister said the government
respects the demands raised by
the doctors’ association and has
already taken steps by consti-
tuting a committee to examine
the issues in detail. He assured
that appropriate and positive

measures would be taken
following the commit-
tee’s review.

Appealing to OM-

SA to keep public
health at the fore-
front, the minister
urged the associa-
tion to refrain from
agitation in the inter-
est of the people. He
reiterated that the state
government remains sensitive
to the concerns of doctors and
is committed to making public
healthcare services more effi-
cient and effective. At the con-
clusion of the meeting, OMSA
expressed a positive approach,
emphasising public interest and
agreeing to continue dialogue
with the government while en-
suring that healthcare services
remain uninterrupted.

Health department Secretary
Aswathy S, Special Secretary
Dr Vijay Mahapatra, and other
senior officials were present
during the meeting.

in the distinctive Kalinga style
of architecture.

“The Sun Temple at Konark
isnot only a symbol of Odisha’s
heritage but also a matter of
pride and honour for the entire
nation. One can truly appreci-
ate how prosperous ancient
India was in terms of wealth,
knowledge, and scientific ad-
vancement,” he said adding
that this legacy fills one’s heart
with deep sense of pride.

State to get Z155¢r
for crop survey,
farmers’ registry

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: The
state government is set to
receive incentives of Rs 155
crore from the Centre for the
successful implementation of
the digital crop survey and
farmers’ registry, officials
said Saturday.

The Union government
has formally assessed and
approved the state’s propos-
als under the Special Central
Assistance (SCA), declaring
Odisha eligible for incen-
tives for both components of
AgriStack- a digital public
infrastructure initiative for
agriculture, they said.

“The Centre will provide
an incentive of Rs 100 crore
for the successful implemen-
tation of the digital crop
survey (DCS) and Rs 55.48
crore for achieving the first
milestone of the farmers’
registry (FR),” one of the of-
ficials said. This recognition
reflects Odisha’s strong com-
pliance with national stan-
dards, timely achievement
of coverage milestones, and
effective execution at scale,
he said.

The farmers’ registry pro-
vides a verified database of
cultivators, enabling accu-
rate beneficiary identifi-
cation for schemes such as
PM-KISAN, CM-KISAN and
crop insurance, another of-
ficial said.

127 NCC cadets to take part in RDC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: As ma-
ny as 127 NCC cadets (80 boys &
47 girls) from Odisha have been
selected to participate in the
Republic Day Camp (RDC) in
New Delhi from December 27
to 29. The cadets will also rep-
resent the state at the Republic
Day Parade and the NCC PM’s
rally in the national Capital.
The contingent has been cho-
sen from among nearly 64,000

NCC cadets. Among the select-
ed ones, 112 cadets belong to
college NCC wing (71 boys and
41 girls), while 15 cadets are
from school NCC wing. Prior
to the departure, 127 cadets
along with 10 supporting staff
underwent one month of inten-
sive training at Nabarangpur
to prepare for the prestigious
national event.

The cadets interacted with
Higher Education (HE) Min-
ister Suryabanshi Suraj, who

encouraged them and wished
them success.

Addressing the cadets, the
minister said that the disci-
pline, dedication and commit-
ment of NCC cadets towards
national unity and integrity
are a source of inspiration for
everyone. He expressed hope
that participation in the RDC
would be a memorable and en-
riching experience for all the
cadets and said it was a matter
of pride for Odisha that its ca-
dets would represent the state
at such a national platform.

The minister further stated
that efforts are underway by
the HE department to increase
the number of NCC cadets in
state, enhance women’s par-
ticipation in NCC and to estab-
lish NCC battalions for women
in the state.

Odisha NCC Directorate
Deputy Director General,
Commodore Vikram Singh,
presented a detailed over-
view of NCC activities in the
state and thanked the min-
ister for the initiatives tak-
en to strengthen NCC and

motivate cadets.

The CEC said that both Sri-
mandir at Puri and the Sun
Temple at Konark stand as
magnificent examples of the
state’s rich heritage and age-
old traditions.

“The divine experience of
visiting these sacred and histor-
ic places will remain etched in
my memory forever,” he stated.

On his second day tour, the
CEC is scheduled to visit sev-
eral heritage and cultural sites,
including Raghurajpur village,
renowned for Pattachitra paint-
ings, Dhauli Shanti Stupa, the
twin hill complexes of Khan-
dagiri and Udayagiri, and the
Mukteswar Temple in Bhu-
baneswar.

Before concluding his vis-
it, Kumar will interact with
around 700 BLOs from Khurda
and Cuttack districts in Bhu-
baneswar.

The BLOs will play a major
role in the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
in Odisha, which is likely to
be conducted by the EC in the
third phase.

The EC conducted SIR in
Bihar in the first phase, and
the exercise is underway in 12
states and Union Territories
(UTs) in the second phase.

Odisha and the remaining
states and UTs are expected to
be covered in the third phase.

NO ENTRY

Amid reports of movement of
elephants, Sikharchandi hills,

a popular tourist destination in
Bhubaneswar, has been closed by
Forest department, Saturday, to
ensure safety of visitors
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: Sev-
eral human rights and demo-
cratic organisations Saturday,
strongly opposed the Delhi
High Court’s recent stay or-
der on life sentence awarded
to former BJP MLA Kuldeep
Singh Sengar, the main ac-
cused in the Unnao minor
rape case. Terming the order
a planned assault on the judi-
cial system, the groups organ-
ised a mass protest at Master
Canteen here, demanding
immediate intervention by
the Supreme Court.

The protest was attended
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Delhi HC relief to Sengar draws protest in City

by representatives of the All
India Revolutionary Wom-
en’s Organisation, Civil Soci-
ety Forum for Human Rights
and several human rights ac-
tivists, lawyers, writers and
social workers. Prominent
participants included Naren-
dra Mohanty, Basanti Acha-
rya, Advocate Bishwapriya
Kanungo and others.

The protesters alleged that
the High Court’s decision to
suspend Sengar’s conviction
was legally flawed and ig-
nored the gravity of the crime.
Legal experts participated in
the protest stated that the stay
was not based on any prima

.

facie evidence establishing
the accused’s innocence, but
rather on an erroneous clas-
sification of the offence.

The decision triggered
widespread criticism across
the country, with rights
groups asserting that such
orders weaken public faith
in the justice delivery system
and embolden perpetrators
of crimes against women and
minors. The demonstrators
demanded that the Delhi High
Court’s order be withdrawn
immediately and called up-
on the Supreme Court to
intervene to ensure justice
for the survivor.

Speaking in Bengali can't be a crime: Mamata

AGENCIES

Kolkata, Dec 27: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee, Saturday, condemned the
killing of a migrant worker
from the state in Odisha and
asserted that speaking in Ben-
gali cannot be a crime.

Taking to her official X ac-
count, Banerjee told that a zero
FIR has been filed in West Ben-
gal and six people have been ar-
rested in connection with the
incident.

“We strongly condemn the
brutal oppression and perse-
cution unleashed upon Ben-
gali-speaking people in every
BJP-ruled state. We stand in
solidarity with these persecut-
ed, terrorised, and oppressed

Five-day AlIEA general
conference from today

POST NEWS NETWORK

SAMBALPUR LYNCHING

migrant Bengali-speaking fam-
ilies, and we will provide them
with all possible support. There
is no price for a human life, but
in cases where deaths have oc-
curred, we pledge to provide
financial compensation,” CM
Banerjee said.

The migrant worker from
West Bengal, Jewel Sheikh was
allegedly killed in Sambalpur
district following an altercation

over a ‘bidi’ Wednesday.

In connection with the killing
of the youth, the West Bengal
Police have already registered
a zero FIR at the Suti police
station and a police team from
West Bengal went to Odisha to
carry out the investigation.

“Most recently, migrant
workers from the Jangipur
area have faced various forms
of oppression in the BJP-ruled
state of Odisha. It is extremely
unfortunate that a young mi-
grant worker from the Sutia
area of Jangipur was beaten
to death in Sambalpur Decem-
ber 24. Migrant workers from
Murshidabad are returning
home from Odisha in fear.
We stand with the families af-
fected by this tragic incident,

and our financial assistance
will reach the family of the
deceased,” the Chief Minis-
ter added.

She also said, “We condemn
the perpetrators of these inci-
dents in BJP-ruled states and
pledge all possible assistance
to the victims. Speaking the
Bengali language cannot be a
crime.”

Referring to the Sambalpur
incident, Banerjee said, “Re-
garding the death of the young
man, Jewel Sheikh, the West
Bengal Police have already
registered a Zero FIR at the
Sutia Police Station, and six
people have already been ar-
rested. A police team from my
state has gone to Odisha for the
investigation.”

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: The 27th Gener-
al Conference of the All India Insurance
Employees’ Association (AIIEA), coincid-
ing with its Platinum Jubilee year, will
be held in Bhubaneswar from December
28 to January 1, 2026. Around 2,000 dele-
gates and observers from across the coun-
try, including a large number of women
employees, are expected to attend.

The conference is being hosted by the
Bhubaneswar Divisional Unit of AIIEA
in association with other life and gen-
eral insurance sector units in Odisha.
A broad-based reception committee,
chaired by senior journalist and policy
analyst Rajesh Mahapatra, is overseeing
the arrangements. Renowned economist
and social thinker Prabhat Patnaik will
inaugurate the conference, while CITU
general secretary Tapan Sen will attend
as the guest of honour. Several trade
union leaders from central and state gov-
ernment services, as well as the banking
and insurance sectors are also expected

to participate.

Held amid major global and national
challenges, the conference will deliberate
on key issues facing the insurance sector,
including 100 per cent FDI, amendments
to insurance laws, dilution of govern-
ment equity in LIC and concerns over
privatisation of public insurers. Pend-
ing demands such as wage revision, en-
hancement of family pension and higher
employer contribution to NPS will also

figure in the discussions.

The conference will also focus on the
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Delight is the secret. Learn
of pure delight and thou

shalt learn of God

SRI AUROBINDO

Silent Complicity

will kindly adjust. Intent is the Bharatiya Janata Party’s deter-

Intent has an ally in apathy. Intent seeks to take ground; apathy

mination to implement its ideology. The party has the power of

government and the backing of a significant number of Indians who
want the ideology implemented. This number is actually a minority
as every election has shown. But it is armed with intent.

Apathy is the inability of the rest of us, who are a majority, to resist
it. The expectation, even from those who acknowledge the reality and
its dangers, is that the problems created by government must be solved
by checks and balances. That the Opposition, and Parliament and the
justice system will manage the problem. But it has not so far and this
New Year we are entering into will show again that it cannot.

To those who are new to this: What does the BJP’s ideology seek? It
wants to persecute and harm minority Indians, Muslims and Chris-
tians, and that is about it. The ideology has no higher purpose and
offers nothing of value other than going after fellow Indians. It exists
as hate and expresses itself as hate. This emotion in inexhaustible and
can renew itself and always find new ground to fight battles on. The

oower Post
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FOCUS INDO-PACIFIC TIES

FORGE A UNITY

e are living in an

age of global dis-

ruption. Supply

chains are being
reconfigured to avoid depen-
dence on any one producer
or country. Trade ties are
being upended by high and
unpredictable tariffs (and the
threat of more). Longstanding
alliances are being strained
by doubts about partners’ re-
liability.

Even the most peaceable of
neighbors, like those in North
America, now eye each other
with suspicion. Meanwhile,
many of the structures that,
however imperfect, deliv-
ered relative peace, stability,
and prosperity for more than
eight decades have been so en-
feebled that they can hardly be
counted on to function at all.

Rather than turn a blind eye to proliferating

instability, Indo-Pacific leaders should seek

to realize the late Japanese Prime Minister

Abe Shinzo’s vision of a region that is open,
united, stable, and secure

for strategic cooperation, in-
cluding joint military training
and intelligence sharing.

Minister Anwar Ibrahim, who
held ASEAN’s rotating chair
until the end of October,

Despite its successes, ASE-
AN is under considerable
pressure. Beyond the civil
war ravaging Myanmar, bor-
der clashes between Cambodia
and Thailand — which Anwar
helped to tamp down earlier
this year - recently erupted
again. But this conflict may
not be intractable. A contact
group composed of Japan and
India, working alongside An-
war, might provide the diplo-
matic heft necessary to resolve
the dispute. As the old adage
goes, sometimes the only way
to solve a problem is to broad-
en it.

Other piecemeal efforts to
strengthen regional ties are
also gaining steam. As pun-
ishing US tariffs undermine
the competitiveness of Indi-
an exports, Indian firms are

New Year, 2026, will show this as well. Akihisa Nagashima Of course, not all disrup- That cooperative framework  sought to fortify the 11-mem-  increasingly turning to the
In 2025 we continued down a path we took more than a decade ago. tion is bad. As this year’s should now be expanded. Per-  ber bloc through greater eco- United Arab Emirates as a
Rajasthan became the eighth state to ban marriage between Hindus and SAUDI ARABI A, Nobel laureate economists —  haps the most obvious candi- nomic and commercial en- bridge to American markets,
Muslims. This happened in September, Philippe Aghion, Peter How-  date for membership is South  gagement, including increased  a stepping stone toward deep-
three months ago. In September 1935, WHICH HAS BEEN itt, and Joel Mokyr — taught  Korea, which shares many investment ties. er engagement with the Arab
Germany banned marriage between ENGAGED IN ITS  us, “creative destruction” is  security concerns with Japan At the same time, Anwar  world, and a source of capital
Jews and Christians. These relation- vital to economic dynamism  and the US, holds military ex- worked to deepen ASEAN’s  for Indian industry.
ships were labeled as “race defilement” OWN POWERFUL and innovation. But a stable  ercises with both countries, relationships with the rest of India and the UAE are thus
(Rassenschande), to the horror of the MILITARY world order is built on cre- and increasingly sharesintel-  Asia, including China, aswell = reshaping Indo-Pacific trade in
world. India has done this through clev- MODERNIZATION ation, not destruction: the for-  ligence with Japan. as with the US. And he contrib-  accordance with Abe’s vision,
erly named laws that achieve the same ] mation of strong multilateral Saudi Arabia, which has uted to the bloc’s expansion. articulated two decades ago, of
thing. The law empowers a bureaucrat COULD ALSO BE institutions, robust alliances, = been engaged in its own pow- By welcoming Timor-Leste a “broader Asia” formed by a
to determine whether an adult is en- Aakar Patel WELCOMED INTO resilient trade relationships, erful military modernization, as a member, ASEAN both  “dynamic coupling” of the re-
titled to change their faith. The other and durable shared norms, could also be welcomed into  reduced the risk of a revival  gion’s countries. But fully re-
provisions in the law repeat or tighten RAJASTHAN AN INDO-PACIFIC founded on the rule of law. an Indo-Pacific framework. oftensions with Indonesiaand  alizing that vision will require
the provisions made in similar laws the BECAME THE FRAMEWORK The same is true of a stable  Given the importance of oil = extended its influence deeper  governments to strengthen
BJP has introduced over the last few regional order — a lesson the  exports to its economy, safe-  into the western Pacific. their commitment to foster-
years. EIGHTH STATETO countries of the Indo-Pacific = guarding maritime security Abold expansion intotheIn-  ing an open, rules-based mar-

The intent was first shown in the 2018
Uttarakhand Freedom of Religion Act.
This law had an innovation. It is aimed
at preventing interfaith marriage by

BAN MARRIAGE
BETWEEN HINDUS

should take to heart.

Rather than turn a blind eye
to proliferating instability, In-
do-Pacific leaders should seek

in the Indian Ocean is of par-
amount interest. Moreover, as
the Gulf’s dominant economy,

dian Ocean would open unique
opportunities for ASEAN and
enhance Indo-Pacific stability.

itime order, upholding free
trade and freedom of naviga-
tion, and nurturing economic

AND MUSLIMS it has plenty to offer Indo-Pa-  Sri Lanka’s accession, for ex-  security and prosperity, from
criminalising conversion but it makes ° to realize the late Japanese cific partners, particularly as  ample, would mean gainingan  the east coast of Africa to the
an exemption for people to convertto  THIS HAPPENED IN Prime Minister Abe Shinzd’s  an entry point for other Gulf = ASEAN outpost in the middle  island nations of the South

_their ‘ancestral religion’. The term was SEPTEMBER. THREE vision of aregion that isopen,  states. of the Indian Ocean, which  Pacific.
left undefined but readers will not re- 4 united, stable, and secure. No discussion of an Indo-Pa-  would facilitate increased Indo-Pacific unity is not on-
quire to be told what it means. MONTHS AGO. This process should build on cific institutional architecture  trade and investment ties with 1y possible. In our age of dis-

This law was passed and implement- IN SEPTEMBER existing frameworks, such is complete without the Asso- India, Africa, and the Gulf. It  ruption, it is essential. And it

ed. No resistance from the courts. In- as the “Quad,” comprising ciation of Southeast Asian isthusgood newsthat SriLan- is being built the only way it
tent noted this and sought to take more 1935, GERMANY Japan, Australia, India, and  Nations, which has earned a  ka, said to be consideringabid  can be: from within.
ground. Similar laws came to Himachal BANNED MARRIAGE the United States. Created reputation for advancing its  for membership in the bloc, is
Pradesh in 2019, Uttar Pradesh in 2020, as a multilateral response to  members’ economic and po- already seeking to strength- The writer is a former
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat in 2021, BETWEEN the devastating 2004 Indian  litical development through en economic and diplomatic national security adviser
Haryana and Karnataka in 2022. Note JEWS AND Ocean tsunami, the Quad was  cooperation, without imping-  ties with ASEAN countries to former Japanese Prime
that the government changed in Kar- relaunched (under Abe’slead-  ingon their sovereignty. Over  through a Sectoral Dialogue Minister Shigeru Ishiba
nataka but the law remains. Intent will CHRISTIANS. THESE ership) in 2017 as a platform  thelast year, Malaysian Prime  Partnership. ©PROJECT SYNDICATE
always win over apathy. Rajasthan be- RELATIONSHIPS
came the eighth state and will not be
tholast ¢ WERE LABELED

_ Alert readers will observe how rapid- 6
ly the space was occupied in a few years DEFlll\.éMIEl:rcr’E’ SPECTRUM Fo REIG N POLICY

while reversal happened nowhere. The

same story is repeated on the issue of (RASSENSCHANDE),

beef. The first laws criminalising pos-
session of beef came only in 2015 (by TO THE HORROR OF
THE WORLD

BJP governments in Maharashtra and

India’s west path to break geopolitical grip

Haryana). These laws and the discourse
surrounding them produced a new cat-

egory of violence: beef lynching. In my decades as a journalist, I had
not heard of such a thing as a beef lynching before this but the act is
now so commonplace as to be normal. There are endless murders all
around us and apathy has adjusted to them, making space for intent.
Gujarat, the laboratory which has now become a factory, passed a law
in 2017 that made cattle slaughter punishable by life in prison. This is
an economic offence, but no white collar crime attracts life. Those who
steal billions can be rehabilitated as we are seeing happen before us.

A few weeks ago, Uttar Pradesh said it wanted the case against those
accused of the first infamous lynching, that of Akhlaq in September
2015, to be withdrawn, because justice is offensive. The judge bravely
refused this and the decade-old trial will continue but we have to turn
to individual acts of courage in a land ruled generally by apathy. The
total exclusion of 200 million Indian Muslims from power at the Centre
is today as normal as it might be in a nation where discrimination is

legal. Indians shrug their shoulders.

Intent will violently disrupt the annual festival of Christians and the
rest of us will look on. Disapproval is not the same as action and intent
takes violent action while apathy will pull out its cellphone and record.

A law criminalising the divorce of only one religion came in 2019,
and for all the rest it remains a civil offence. A law excluding only
one religion from the Citizenship Amendment Act also came in 2019.
A law which prevents Indians of one religion from buying and rent-
ing property in Gujarat where even foreigners can, was tightened in
2019. We are told that India was at the forefront of fighting apartheid
in South Africa but today we are comfortable with it being practised
in our land. If we were not comfortable, if we were outraged, then we
would do something about it. Kashmiri carpet seller lynching and
Bangladeshi vendor lynching have joined beef lynching and we have

been inert.

Intent will not relent because intent seeks to achieve something;

apathy wants only to not be disturbed.

This New Year will bring, once again, a repetition of both intent

and apathy.

WISDOM CORNER

“ The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the ser-

vice of others.

MAHATMA GANDHI

Nothing in all the world is more dangerous than sincere
ignorance and conscientious stupidity.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

“ For to be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to
live in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of

others.

NELSON MANDELA

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

M 1895: The first public demonstration of the Cinématographe, an early
motion-picture apparatus designed by the Lumiére brothers, took place at

the Grand Café in Paris.

Il 1923: Gustave Eiffel, designer of the famous Eiffel Tower, died at age 91.

Piotr Opalinski

ISLAMABAD
PERCEIVES
INDIA’S PRESENCE
IN IRAN AND
AFGHANISTAN AS
A THREATTO ITS
STRATEGIC DEPTH

ndia’s increased involve-
Iment in Afghanistan and

its consistent pursuit of
developing cooperation with
Iran and Central Asian states
are part of a broader strategy
for balancing a geopolitical en-
vironment increasingly shaped
by China’s growing power.
This pivot to the West is be-
coming a tool for overcoming
asymmetries and a response
to Chinese actions perceived
as building a “ring” or “string
of pearls” around India.

In recent years, Beijing has
strengthened its influence in
India’s immediate vicinity:
from Sri Lanka and Maldives
to Bangladesh and Nepal.

Delhi needs a strategic “sec-
ond circle”: a space that will
make its trade routes indepen-
dent from its neighbours, in-
crease its logistical resilience,
and hinder geopolitical encir-
clement. This logic is not new.
The ancient concept of Raja
mandala, described in the Ar-
thashastra, envisaged building
alliances beyond the immediate
neighbourhood—especially
when neighbours are hostile.

A Kkey element of India’s
strategy to escape the continen-
tal “squeeze” is Chabahar Port,

India’s largest infrastructure
investment outside its borders
in years, and its significance
extends far beyond logistics.

The project, however, is not
without risks. These include
tensions related to sanctions
on Iran, Beijing’s pressure on
Tehran, and the uncertain sit-
uation in Afghanistan.

So, the country remains an
area of strategic importance
yet burdened by uncertainty.
Despite lack of formal recogni-
tion, India-Taliban relations are
deepening, serving as tool for
risk management and regain-
ing strategic space. The esca-
lating conflict between Taliban
government and Islamabad is
indirectly fostering rapproche-
ment between Afghanistan
and India, increasing Delhi’s
manoeuvrability in the region.

Afghanistan is becoming
a battleground for access to
Central Asia, where transpor-
tation infrastructure serves to
build political influence. The
most dynamically developing
corridor is the Uzbekistan-Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan, support-
ed by China and linked to the
CPEC. It shortens transit to
approximately five days and
strengthens Pakistan’s role

as a logistics hub, deepening
Afghanistan’s dependence on
Beijing and Islamabad.

Islamabad perceives India’s
presence in Iran and Afghani-
stan as a threat to its strategic
depth. The weakening impor-
tance of transit routes through
Afghanistan, reduces Pakistan’s
role as a link between South
and Central Asia and Middle
East. In response, Pakistan
has engaged in diplomatic and
intelligence activities aimed at
restoring its influence in Af-
ghanistan and controlling the
Taliban’s relations with Delhi.

Islamabad is balancing Chi-
nese interests with its own
strategic autonomy in the re-
gion, leveraging its influence
channels to maintain inde-
pendence in key political and
economic decisions. China and
Pakistan’s actions must also
be understood in the context
of broader regional rivalry, in-
cluding the growing presence
of India and the US in South
and Central Asia.

India’s Western shift is the
result of the collaboration of
several key power centers,
each interpreting it through
the prism of its own priorities.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs

views this strategy as a tool for
political diversification, allow-
ing India to expand its influence
beyond its immediate neighbor-
hood and reduce its dependence
on Sino-Pakistani pressure.
The NSC sees the pivot as an
instrument to manage the risks
associated with terrorism and
the stability of Afghanistan,
which remains a crucial ele-
ment of regional security. The
Indian Army sees the Western
vector as an opportunity to
relieve the Himalayan front
by shifting its strategic atten-
tion to new operational areas.
In turn, the ruling BJP sees
this orientation as evidence
of India’s growing position in
the global system, its ability
to shape its own geopolitical
space and build a soft power.
power on the international
stage. The shift, a process that
has been ongoing since the
middle of last decade, is result
of an integrated approach by
various centers of power, skill-
fully combining the priorities
of security, the economy, and
India’s global image.
The writer is an expert,
Centre for International
Relations, Poland.
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Lessons from Japan

Sir, Japan’s record USD 785-billion budget signals a
decisive shift driven by security imperatives. Despite
public debt exceeding twice its GDP, Tokyo has raised
defence spending to USD 58 billion, nearly 10% higher
than last year, with a clear roadmap to reach 2% of GDP
in five years. The focus is on credible deterrence—long-
range surface-to-ship missiles, unmanned aerial and

sea-surface systems, satellite surveillance, and layered
coastal defence across its 29,000-km shoreline—largely in
response to China’s growing assertiveness, as outlined
by its PM Takaichi. For India, the lesson is stark as it

faces unresolved land borders, an expanding Chinese

naval presence in the Indian Ocean, frequent cyber and
space threats, and a long, vulnerable coastline. Budget-

ary caution cannot substitute preparedness. Like Japan,
India must prioritise sustained defence investment, in-
digenisation, surveillance and deterrence to safeguard
sovereignty and regional stability.

RS Narula, PATIALA

Man of the year

Sir, Donald Trump, like it or not, is the “Man of the year 2025”.
His influence was not restricted to the USA alone. It encom-
passed the world. Like him or hate him, he continued to domi-
nate not only US politics but the politics of the world itself, with
his quirky style of functioning. He was the upender, unpre-
dictable, unique, ultimate, unyielding, unrepentant, uncivil,
uncharitable, unsubtle and uncouth --all rolled into one six foot
three inches of a man weighing 224 1bs. He was the first to use
the taboo “F” word without feeling sorry for it. America and
the world have never seen, and perhaps will never see, a dem-
ocratic president who, to say the least, even gave established
dictators a run for their money. He turned every press briefing
into prime-time spectacle, live-tweeted policy like a midnight
comic, rebranded the Oval Office as “The Boardroom,” and still
walked away crowing that the Constitution was just another
terms-of-service page begging to be rewritten. Trump made
American democracy dysfunctional --by putting “fun” into it.
He is the Man and Superman of the year 2025.

Avinash Godboley, DEWAS (MP)
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Charred body found
In qutted shop; kin
ry foul,block road

PNN & AGENCIES

Kendrapara, Dec 27: A
46-year-old vegetable trader
was charred to death inside
his shop in Kalabuda Bareni
market under Kudanagari po-
lice station late Friday night.

While police suspect that the
trader, Subash Mallick of Go-
bindapur village, might have
died in a fire triggered by a
short circuit, the family mem-
bers and the locals alleged that
some miscreants might have
torched the shop after locking
the door from outside.

Sources said Subash, after
attending a party at Kalabu-
da, returned at midnight in an
inebriated condition and slept
in his shop.

A local temple priest saw the
shop burning at around 3.45am
and informed the family mem-
bers of the deceased. The fami-
ly members and locals later un-
locked the door from outside,
but failed to enter the shop.

- Police and a forensic team
rushed to the spot. Police sus-
pect that the fire was caused by
a short circuit. However, the

possibility of foul play cannot
be ruled out.

Mallik’s family members al-
leged that the door of the shop
was locked from outside.

The locals later staged a road
blockade by keeping the body
and ‘gheraoed’ the Kudanagari
police station demanding prop-
er investigation into the inci-
dent and arrest of the culprits.
Traffic was disrupted for some
time before police and local ad-
ministration intervened and
convinced the protesters to lift
the blockade.

Police seized the body and
sent it for autopsy.

Acting on an FIR lodged by
Om Prakash Mallick, the son of
the deceased, police registered
a case under Section 106 and
326(g) of BNS and launched an
inquiry into the incident.

The forensic team collected
evidence from the spot, and
further investigation is under-
way, said Kudanagari police
station IIC Arobinda Saran
Mohanty.

Police assured the agita-
tors that strict action would
be taken.

Man found dead
in Balasore hotel;
roomies missing

PNN & AGENCIES

Balasore, Dec 27: A 23-year-
old man was found dead under
mysterious circumstances at a
hotel in Balasore district, police
said Saturday.

The deceased, Akash Mah-
anta of Mayurbhanj district,
had checked into the hotel
along with a man and a wom-
an around 9pm Thursday, they
said.

They had told the hotel recep-
tionist that they were visiting
Balasore to appear in a job in-
terview. Around 3pm Friday,
a hotel staffer found the door
of the room slightly open and
Akash lying unconscious on the
bed. The man and the woman,
who were accompanying him,
had gone missing, police said.

A case was registered based
on a complaint filed by Mahan-
ta’s wife, said Biranchi Sahu,
the Inspector In-Charge of the
Sahadevkhunta police station.

An investigation has also
been started, he said. Based on
CCTYV footage, a man has been
detained, and his interrogation
is underway, he added.

Police said liquor bottles
were found in the room, and
blood was also seen on Mahan-
ta’s face.

Vig nabs forester

Bhubaneswar: Vigilance department
personnel have arrested Niranjan
Satpathy, forester, Semiliguda forest
range under Koraput forest division,
for possession of disproportion-

ate assets (DA). Vigilance sources
said Satpathy will be taken to the
court of Special Judge, Vigilance,
Bhubaneswar. Satpathy was found in
possession of DA, including two multi-
storeyed buildings at Bhubaneswar
and one in Koraput, seven high-value
plots, approximately one kg of gold,
%66.42 lakh deposits, ¥9.28 lakh in
cash and a four-wheeler during a raid
by the Vigilance sleuths. A case has
been registered against Satpathy.
Investigation is continuing.

Cong team meets Chandbali victim’s kin

Bhubaneswar: The Congress Saturday blamed the wide circulation of drugs and liquor across Odisha as the major
factor behind the rise in crimes against women and girls. This was stated by Odisha Pradesh Congress Committee
(OPCC) president Bhakta Charan Das after meeting the family members of a 10-year-old girl, who was allegedly
raped and murdered at Chandbali in Bhadrak district. “Met the grieving family of the little girl who was brutally
raped and murdered at Chandbali in Bhadrak district. | strongly demand the strictest possible punishment for the
culprit and adequate compensation for the family. Justice must not be delayed, diluted or denied. This heinous crime
demands decisive and exemplary action,” Das told reporters. He demanded at least 50 lakh compensation for the
- girl’s family. “I express my deepest condolences. We strongly condemn this barbaric crime, fuelled by unchecked
drugs and liquor due to government failure. With over 1,500 such cases in the last 10 months, strict laws, fast-track
courts, and harsh punishment for culprits are required,” Das said in a post on X. He said the BJP government must
stop the wide circulation of drugs, liquor and other intoxicant substances that are destroying the youth society.

17 fishermen held for
flouting fishing ban

Kendrapara: Forest officials arrested 17
marine fishermen and seized their sea-
worthy fishing trawler on the charge of
illegally fishing within the turtle con-
gregation zone in Gahirmatha marine
sanctuary, an official said Saturday. The
fishing trawler, used by the intrud-

ers for fishing along the prohibited
sanctuary area, besides the fishing
implements were seized by the forest
patrol teams. The fishing vessel had
trespassed into prohibited sanctuary
corridors contravening the provisions of
Wildlife Protection Act, Orissa Marine
fishing Regulation Act and mandatory
rules of marine sanctuary, added the
forest officer. With the latest intercep-
tions, around 350 fishermen have so

far been arrested for acts of intrusion
into the marine sanctuary as the Forest
department is intent on ensuring the
safety of Olive Ridley sea turtles, said
forest officials. It should be noted here
that the state government has clamped
a seven-month log fishing ban along the
20-km stretch Dhamra-Devi river mouth
from November 1 in view of the ensu-
ing mass nesting of endangered Olive
Ridley marine turtles.

Women revive degraded forest with

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nayagarh, Dec 27: A wom-
en-led initiative to protect bam-
boo forests has transformed a
once-degraded woodland into a
thriving ecosystem in Baijhari
forest under Duda panchayat of
Dasapalla block in Nayagarh
district, while also creating
sustainable livelihoods for trib-
al and Dalit women.

The protection of the Shinka
bamboo groves has not only re-
vived the forest cover but also
restored a traditional source
of income through the prepa-
ration of leaf plates made from
sal and siali leaves.

By 2020, the Baijhari forest
had nearly vanished due to
rampant exploitation. Shinka
bamboo had become scarce,
forcing women to stop making
leaf plates — an activity that
had supported many house-
holds. Some families man-

aged to sustain the practice by

State

Pradhan inaugurates projects
worth ?215cr in NIT Rourkela

PNN & AGENCIES

Rourkela, Dec 27: Union Ed-
ucation minister Dharmendra
Pradhan Saturday launched
several developmental projects
worth %215 crore in Rourkela.
Pradhan, who was on a two-day
visit, launched the projects at
a function in the National In-
stitute of Technology (NIT),
Rourkela.

He inaugurated the Indoor
Sports Complex newly con-
structed at a cost of 735 crore on
the NIT campus. The complex
has a multipurpose hall with a
badminton court, an open-air
theatre and ancillary facilities.

The Union minister laid
the foundation stone for the
construction of a new build-
ing of the Department of Civil
Engineering at a cost 0f ¥91.18
crore, a 500-bed hostel (Rs 55.35
crore), and a guest house (Rs
33.51 crore).

Speaking on the occasion,
Pradhan said that the Indoor
Sports Complex dedicated to
the public will help the stu-
dents reach new heights not
only in the field of sports but
also in the creative and cultural
fields. The students will benefit
from the new facilities and op-
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portunities, which will spread
the image of NIT Rourkela far
and wide.

Remembering his days at Ro-
urkela as a foot soldier of the
party, he said, Rourkela then
and now is very different. And
the growth of this city has a
direct relation to the growth of
the state, both are interlinked.

Rourkela is not just a city
but a symbol of India's indus-
trial and educational strength,
he said. As Odisha approaches
its centenary in 2036 and the
nation moves towards the cen-
tenary of Independence in 2047,
institutions like NIT Rourkela
will play a pivotal role in driv-
ing inclusive growth and na-
tional development, he added.

Hailing the growth of NIT Ro-

Two more Olive Ridley
turtles satellite tagged

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur, Dec 27: Two
more Olive Ridley turtles, one
male and another female, were
satellite tagged in Rushikulya
rookery, days after forest offi-
cials reinitiated the tracking of
six of the rare turtle species in
Gahirmatha.

The forest officials said that
the turtles were tagged to moni-
tor and study their movements,
their source and destination of
nesting, and transition of seas
during motion among other pa-
rameters. The satellite trans-
mitters were procured from
New Zealand, the officials add-
ed. A team of three scientists
and researchers from Wildlife
Institute of India in Dehradun
are said to be conducting the
research on the turtles. Ber-
hampur DFO Sunny Khokar
said, “The primary objective

of conducting the research is
to find out the pattern of their
movement and transition be-
tween seas. A deeper study is
also needed to explore ways
of conservation of these rare
species.” In the previous year,
the turtles were tagged before
nesting whereas this year the
process was done during their
mating season, DFO added.
The exercise was carried out in
presence of the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (PCCF)
and MD, OFDC Prem Kumar
Jha, Regional Chief Conser-
vator of Forests (Berhampur)
Vishwanath Neelannavar, Ber-
hampur DFO Sunny Khokhar,
Chilika DFO Amlan Nayak and
other forest officials.

With the mating season of the
turtles underway, the forest of-
ficials have reportedly intensi-
fied patrolling the restricted ar-
eas around the nesting regions.

3 manganese carrying dumpers impounded

POST NEWS NETWORK

Joda, Dec 27: Forest depart-
ment officials seized three
dumpers loaded with illegally
mined manganese near Tiring
hill area close to the Baitarani
reserved forest under the Jo-
da section of Keonjhar district
late Friday night.

A motorcycle was also seized
during the operation. Forest
officials said the estimated
value of the seized manganese
exceeds %5 lakh.

Acting on a tip-off, a forest
squad conducted a raid while
high-grade manganese ore
was being illegally loaded on-
to dumpers for smuggling. The
operation was carried out un-
der the direction of the Keon-
jhar Divisional Forest Officer
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sourcing bamboo from nearby
forests, but most women lost
their livelihood.

Faced with mounting hard-
ship, village women came
together towards the end of
2020 and resolved to restore

and led by Champua range of-
ficer Akshay Chhatriya.

The team included Joda for-
ester Trinath Jena, Joda forest
guard Debashish Mohapatra,
Jurudi forest guard Suraj Ku-
mar Das, Dubuna forest guards
Subrat Patra, Saroj Naik, and
members of the Bamebari and
Joda forest squads.

During the raid, three dump-
ers bearing registration num-
bers OR-09L-7516, OR-09K-7623
and OR-09J-7731 were seized

and protect the bamboo forest.
Their collective efforts gradu-
ally yielded results. As bamboo
regenerated, other plant species
also began to thrive. Encour-
aged by the women’s commit-
ment, men in the village also

along with a motorcycle bear-
ing registration number OR-
09P-8957. Officials said the
dumpers were carrying about
25 metric tonnes of high-grade
powdered manganese.

“The estimated value of the
seized mineral is over 35 1akh,”
Chhatriya told reporters.

A case has been registered
at the Champua range office,
and further investigation is
underway.

It may be recalled that

joined the effort, helping curb
illegal felling, charcoal making
and stone theft.

With the forest slowly re-
covering, women resumed
leaf-plate making, which has
now become the mainstay of
households across the village.
The initiative has provided
a steady income to tribal and
Dalit families and strengthened
food security.

Pranati Malik, a resident of
Baijhari, said the village has
53 families, mostly from tribal
communities and a few Dalit
households. “When the bamboo
forest disappeared, women lost
their income completely. Pro-
tecting the bamboo helped us
secure the entire forest and re-
vive our livelihoods,” she said.

Subhadra Jani explained that
Shinka bamboo is essential for
stitching leaf plates. “Other
bamboo varieties are not suit-
able for the purpose. After cut-
ting the bamboo, we remove

three youths were killed after
a mound of earth collapsed
during illegal manganese
mining at Dala Pahad July 1
this year. Following the inci-
dent, senior officials from the
Directorate of Mines in Bhu-
baneswar and district-level
authorities visited the area
and announced measures to
curb illegal mining.

However, allegations persist
that the Mines department has
failed to effectively prevent il-
legal extraction and transpor-
tation of minerals. A special
team from the Joda mining
sub-directorate, under the
Bhubaneswar headquarters,
was deployed to curb mineral
theft; but critics say the ini-
tiative has remained largely
ineffective.

bamboo

the outer layer, split and dry
it in the sun before using it to
stitch sal and siali leaf plates,”
she said.

Minati Malik said the de-
struction of bamboo inadver-
tently taught the community
the value of conservation.
“If bamboo had not been de-
stroyed, we might never have
realised the need to protect the
forest. By protecting bamboo,
we protected the entire forest.
The forest now supports our
survival,” she said.

Residents say Shinka bam-
boo is a rare variety found only
in select forests and is unique-
ly suited for leaf-plate making.
Using other bamboo types is
labour-intensive and leads to
wastage.

The Baijhari model is now
being cited locally as an exam-
ple of how community-led for-
est conservation can restore
ecosystems while empowering
women economically.
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urkela, he urged the entire fra-
ternity of the institute to work
towards rapid growth.

Pradhan urged the students
to create jobs instead of search-
ing for the same. During his
speech, he spoke about one of
the startups which received
%100 crore order for underwa-
ter drones.

“Stories like this really give
reasons to feel proud of. Be job
creators instead of job pursu-
ers,” said the Union Education
minister.

“With its vibrant alumni
community around the globe,
I am confident that the insti-
tute (NIT Rourkela) will play
a decisive role in shaping In-
dia’s economic and industrial
future,” he added.

Teacher held for
molestation of
10-year-old girl

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Dec 27: A 40-year-
old assistant teacher at an upper
primary school under Jhara-
pokharia police limits of Mayur-
bhanj district was arrested Sat-
urday for allegedly molesting a
10-year-old girl student.

The accused was identified as
Manoranjan Majhi. Police reg-
istered a case (322/25) under the
Protection of Children from Sex-
ual Offences (POCSO) Act and
produced him in court.

According to police, Majhi
operates a shop from his home.
While he was at the shop during
school
holidays,
the girl, a
student at
his school,
came to buy
something.
Taking ad-
vantage of
her being alone, he allegedly
molested her and reportedly
threatened the girl not to dis-
close the matter. The child later
narrated her ordeal in front of
her family, following which her
father filed a written complaint
at the police station. Officers ar-
rested the teacher and recorded
the girl’s statement.

WEATHER
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EAST COAST

- - , Dt.22.12.
Y] s
i WORK IN RELATION TO CABLE

E-Tender Notice No. ST-SBP-
TENDER-2025-40, Dt. 19.12.2025

WLV Sl (o) TG MISCELLANEOUS
WORK IN RELATION TO CABLE
DIVERSION DUE TO LIMITED HEIGHT
SUBWAY (LHS), RE-BUILDING OF
BRIDGES ETC. OVER SAMBALPUR
DIVISION. SCOPE OF WORK: LHS:- RV-
108, JT-55, JT-74, JT-75, JT-24, JT-29, JT-
37, JT-36, JT-39, JT-41, JT-51, JT-56, JT-
69, JT-80, ST-38, ST-83, JT-01A, ST-14,
ST-24, ST45, JT-01, JT-07, JT-30, JT-34,
JT-43, RV-63, RV-67, RV-137, LHS AT KM.
NO. 111/7-8 (HANDAPA - BOINDA)},
WATERWAY AT BRIDGE NO. 96
(HATIBARI - JUJOMURA), PEDESTRIAN
SUBWAY AT KM NO. 527/6-7
(BRUNDAMAL - LAPANGA), LHS AT KM.
552/12-14 (SARLA - SASON)

RN ETRTETTEITIN G 1,68,34,442.70,
BID SECURITY (%) : 2,34,200.00

Date and time of closing of Tender :
At1100Hrs. 0f12.01.2026

No manual offers sent by Post / Courier /
Fax or in person shall be accepted against
such e-tenders even if these are submitted
on firm’s letter head and received in time.
All such manual offers shall be considered
invalid and shall be rejected summarily
without any consideration.

Complete information including e-tender
documents of the above e-Tender is available
inwebsite : https://lwww.ireps.gov.in

Note : The prospective tenderers are
advised to revisit the website 15 (Fifteen)
days before the date of closing of tender
to note any changes / Corrigendum
issued for this tender.

EAST COAST RAILWAY

1) E-Tender Notice No. ST-SBP-
TENDER-2025-38, Dt. 22.12.2025

LN e Sy (o] @M MISCELLANEOUS

DIVERSION DUE TO LIMITED HEIGHT
SUBWAY (LHS), RE-BUILDING OF
BRIDGES, ROAD OVER BRIDGE (ROB)/
ROAD UNDER BRIDGE (RUB) ETC. OF
SAMBALPUR DIVISION. SCOPE OF
WORK: LHS:- JT-01, JT-07, JT-36, JT-69,
ST-14, 24, 45, TRESPASSING
LOCATION NEAR KM-257/5-7 OF
AMBODALA -LANJIRAGH ROAD.

Tender Value in () : G EFENE

BIDSECURITY (%) : 2,38,400.00

2) E-Tender Notice No. ST-SBP-
TENDER-2025-41, Dt. 22.12.2025
NAME (o] (o]; L8 INTERLOCKING OF
03 NOS. OF LEVEL CROSSING GATES
(RV-163, RV-164 & ST-63) WITH TVU
ABOVE 20K OF SAMBALPURDIVISION.

RELC S ARE TG 3.62,43,893.40,
BID SECURITY (%) : 3,31,200.00

Date and time of closing of Tender :
At 1100 Hrs. 0f 12.01.2026 (for Si. No. 1), &
At 1100 Hrs. of 15.01.2026 (for SI. No. 2).
No manual offers sent by Post / Courier /
Fax or in person shall be accepted against
such e-tenders even if these are submitted
on firm's letter head and received in time.
Ali such manual offers shall be considered
invalid and shall be rejected summarily
without any consideration.

Complete information including e-tender
documents ofthe above e-Tender is available
in website : https://www.ireps.gov.in
Note : The prospective tenderers are
advised to revisit the website 15 (Fifteen)
days before the date of closing of tender|
to note any changes / Corrigendum
issued for this tender.

Divisional Railway Manager (S&T}/

Divisional Railway Manager (S&T) l

PR-941/Q/25-26 Sambalpur | |PR-940/Q/25-26)
i WORKS DEPARTMENT No.B-893
b _’ﬁ OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
- RAIRANGPUR (R&B) DIVISION

e-mail: eerbrairangpur@yahoo.co.in
Government of Odisha ‘e’ Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. SE41 of 2025-26

|1 |Nature of work
2 |Number of works

| |Building work
: |03 (Three) Nos.

Amount put to tender

|: |Rs.67,87,460.00 to Rs.44,05,117.00
: |B Class

3
|4 |Class of contractor
5 |Date & time of availability|:
of bid document in the
portal

Dt.31.12.2025 at 10.00 A.M.

6 |Last datef time of receipt of|:
bid in the portal

Dt.06.01.2026 upto 04.00 P.M.

7 |Date of opening of bid

. |Dt.07.01.2026 at 11.00 A.M.

8 |Name & address of the|:
office inviting bid

ONLINE mode only.

Superintending Engineer,

| |Rairangpur (R&B) Division

9 |The bidders have to partlc;lpate in ONLINE bidding only. Further
details can be seen from the e-procurement portal “httpl/
tendersodisha.gov.in”. All future corrigendum will be available on

Sd./- Superintending Engineer, Rairangpur {R&B} Division

OIPR-34041/11/0023/2526
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p Dhurandhar -31,000cr*

[P Kantara: Chapter 1 -3 900cr
p Chhaava -3797cr

(] Saiyaara -3580cr

*FIGURE TO BE UPDATED
SOURCE-IMDB
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ollywood L

The year was quite eventful for N\ [’ Dhadak 2

Hollywood. While Avatar 3, Deadpool 3,

Gladiator 2 led post-strike box-office surge, \ l’ Stkanday
Disney rebooted MCU and Warner reimagined \ l’ War 2
Harry Potter for HBO. On collaboration front,

Apple acquired Paramount and Netflix agreed to buy \
the film and streaming businesses of Warner Bros
Discovery in a major Hollywood deal. But the focus was

on Oscars glories and also on marriages and breakups .

Mel
B-Rory

British pop icon Mel
B married hairstylist
Rory McPhee 5 July
in the Crypt of St
Paul’s Cathedral ¥ =
in London. Mel :
B’s daughters-

Phoenix,
BEST ACTOR Angel Iris and

Adrien Brody Madison-

| served as
The Brutalist bridesmaids.

BEST ACTRESS

Mikey Madison

Anora

\

\

X Z0
—~—

Actor
Kristen Stewart married partner Dylan
Meyer in a private backyard ceremony
at : their Los Angeles home. The
i (i couple, together for six
BEST DIRECTOR 7 R 13 1 years, obtained their
a0 marriage licence
Sean Baker IR shortly
3 ‘ \\ P " N

exchanged vows
with songwriter
Jordan Lutes at the
Bellosguardo Estate in Santa
Barbara. Around 135 guests
attended the wedding.

BEST PICTURE

P Mahavatar Nars:mha 3326¢r

he 2025 spy thriller Dhurandhar has ignited a worldwide frenzy far beyond India’s
borders. Within 21 days, it stormed past 1,006 crore globally, becoming only

cinemas report packed houses, while Gulf nations are adding 3 a.m. shows
to meet demand, according to social media reports. Overseas receipts
have already crossed ¥122 crore, driven by diaspora audiences who
are booking entire screens for repeat viewings . Social media is
awash with viral clips—especially Akshaye Khanna’s dance
number FASLA—turning the film into a cross-cultural
meme. From Toronto to Tokyo, #Dhurandhar is trending
as fans replicate dialogue drops and cosplay Ranveer
Singh’s rugged look. Trade analysts call it “the
first truly post-pandemic global Bollywood
event,” noting that weekday occupancy
on Day 21 (50 %) surpassed its own
opening day (33 %) . With sequel
talks underway, the Dhurandhar
wave shows no sign of
breaking; it has redefined
how quickly Indian
cinema can colonize
global pop
culture.

Selena-Benny

International y
. r

headlines were |
dominated by Selena
Gomez’s wedding
to music producer

Benny Blanco 27

September in Santa

Barbara, California.
Selena later posted
highlights from the
ceremony, giving
fans a glimpse into

the intimate,

e
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” ™ ] Dakota-Chris picturesque event.
idman-Urban Martin

Nicole Kidman and _» Dakota Johnson

Keith Urban, the - E and Chris Martin

far(rjlous actress 2 - have reportedly

and country called it quits

singer, recently \ after eight years

ended their nearly together. The

19-year marriage, Fifty Shades of

with Kidman filin

for divorce in - Katy-OrIando diccj;r’1’?tycez>$1tﬁr?r:;S £

late September Katy Perry and Orlando their romance until

. & | e / 2025, citing Bloom officially confirmed [ EPsiawwRprrysaRl Jonatha-Sydney
e irreconcilable their split in July 2025, a0 Aaroiaw Wi Sydney Sweeney and
. - 5 after nine years together her fiancé Jonathan
Tom Cruise- differences. and six years Tatler. r

Ana de Armas engaged, focusing
Tom Cruise and - on amicable co-
Ana de Armas had a parenting of their
rumored, short-lived o - ! daughter, Daisy
romance starting =4 Dove. Reports

in early 2025, but ) \ suggest long-
reports in late 2025 / standing issues
indicated they split, \ like conflicting

-

#

Davino ended
their relationship,
with Sweeney
confirming the
breakup in May
2025 after years
together, stating
she’s “loving” her
single life and

5 citing different rela- et schedules, and
b tionship paces. emotional distance
1 contributed to

the decision.

MOVIE BUSINESS Il\./:'l?)vfstitch 3:15::_‘"5_5?'
Ne Zha 2 (China) $2.2 billion ‘ ) on

. . A Minecraft Movie $950 million
Zootopia 2 $1.276 billion

Jurassic World Rebirth $ 860 million

focusing on
herself and her career.

Uttam Mohanty Humaﬁe Sagar Dharmendra

Legendary Odia actor Uttam Popular Odia playback singer Bollywood’s He-Man,
Mohanty passed away February Humane Sagar passed away known for Sholay, Seeta Aur
27, 2025, at 66, from liver ailments November 17, 2025, at the age of Geeta, Phool Aur Patthar
while undergoing treatment in 34. He died at AlIMS Bhubaneswar and Dharamveer, passed
Gurugram; he was a beloved figure, after battling several critical away in Mumbai
K starring in over 135 Odia films. health complications. November 24.
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Satish Shah

He gained popularity as Indravadan
Sarabhai in Sarabhai vs Sarabhai,
delighting audiences in Hum Saath
Saath Hain and Main Hoon Na. He
took his last breath at the age
of 74 October 25, 2025.

CALLING IT
QUITS
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Reels Rewin

As the year draws to a close, Bollywood rebounded with films like Dhurandhar and Saiyaara
enthralling audiences, while South Tndian cinema dominated the box office with record-breaking
pan-India blockbusters. Reglonal industries like Malayalam and Kannada gained global
recognition through OTT platforms, markmg a year of unprecedented collaboration and
cross-cultural storytelling across Indian film industries. With the final curtain about to fall

on 2025, Orissa POST spotlights the show-stopping moments that lit up our screens

for the Indian film industry. proving that mid-budget, high-concept
Box-office revenues rose 27  ideas can punch above their weight
% in the first quarter alone, yet . Parallelly, modest Hindi titles—Su-
every rupee was fought for amid  perboys of Malegaon, Phule, Humans
spiralling star salaries, cautious  in the Loop—found life on OTT after
OTT buyers and audiences who limited theatrical runs, suggesting a
now demanded both spectacle viable “content middle-class” that nei-
and substance . The result was a  ther needs 4,000 screens nor 3200 crore
leaner, brasher, more experimental = marketing .
cinema that travelled from Karna- Virtual production sets, AI-gen-
taka’s forests to Kerala’s superhero  erated pre-viz and ML-driven VFX
skyline and ended with spine-chill-  halved post-production time on films
ing spy thriller from Bollywood like Ramayana: 2033 and Kalki 2898 AD
Yash Raj’s Saiyaara proved that  Part 2, while new Dolby Atmos-equipped
old-fashioned musical love stories  4DX halls lured audiences back with
still work when re-imagined for experiential viewing . Globally, Hindi
Gen-Z. Simultaneously, Rishab Shet-  and regional titles featured in Busan,
ty’s Kantara: Chapter 1 showed that  Toronto and Venice sidebars.
deeply local stories can travel. Shot in Producers green-lit 20 % fewer proj-
Kannada with Kambala folklore and  ects in 2025, but spent longer on script
Buta Kola rituals, the prequel earned  labs and audience testing. South In-
%850-900 crore on a ¥125 crore budget. dian industries continue to set the
Malayalam cinema delivered In- pace—Tamil and Telugu films ac-
dia’s first modern female super-hero  counted for 55 % of domestic theat-
in Lokah: Chapter 1 — Chandra. Shot rical revenue—while Bollywood
\ the second Hindi film ever to enter the coveted %1,000-crore club. Pakistani i?é:?%%ﬁﬁ érgl;rlf;( 2;3:? Svﬁl as‘g;gggg ,t;ifig:;ll ag; g %?,%ﬁogéclifﬁggr
T

2025 was a watershed year  est-grossing Malayalam film ever and

crore, toppling L2: Empu- Indians expected to join the
.. raan as the high-  “cinema-affordable” class by

2027, the next battle is not

for opening-day records

but for sustaining a di-
versified slate.

v Year of

resurgence

Bou Buttu Bhuta became

prarciEn sy PaOBUCEN BT

In 2025, the Odia film in- pivotal role by announcing Jagganath Nka Na-

upgrades, dience interest

dustry embarked on a a comprehensive film poli- bakalebar not only
transformative journey cy aimed at revitalizing the performed well at

H marked by revival, recogni-  industry. This policy prom-  the box office but
the ﬁrSt Odla ﬁlm ever to tion, and resilience. After ises financial incentives, also reignited au- (

enter the 715-cr club, grossing years of struggling against  infrastructure

the tide of mainstream cin- and institutional support to in regional nar-

715.17 crore in lust 23 dayS ema and digital disruption, filmmakers, especially those  ratives. = What’s
the year brought a fresh wave  rooted in Odia culture and more, in recently |

and ll|timat9|y raCing paSt ?20 crore f optimism, driven by both  storytelling.

concluded Inter-

worldwide_the highest. government intervention and On the creative front, lo- national Film

Govardhan Asrani

Renowned actor Asrani, adored for his
impeccable comic timing and expressive
performances in films like Sholay and
Khatta Meetha, passed away
October 20 at 84, leaving a five-decade
legacy.

Shefali Jariwala Sulakshana Pandit

The nation was shocked by her Acclaimed actress and singer
sudden death June 27, 2025. At 42, known for Uljhan, Apnapan,
the original Kaanta Laga girl and Khandaan and Dharam
Mujhse Shaadi Karogi Kanta, passed away
star reportedly died of November 6, 2025,
cardiac arrest. aged 71

. . . indigenous creativity. cal talent flourished. Films  Festival of India |
grossmg Od|a rEIease of a“ t|me The Odisha govern- like Bou Buttu Bhuta, at Goa, actor
ment played a Ananta and Shree j

Manoj |

Zubeén Garg

Fans are still grieving his loss. The
multi-lingual singer-composer died at
52 September 19 in Singapore, leaving

behind beloved Assamese, Bengali,

and Hindi hits like Janmoni, Dure
Dure, and Panchana.
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Payal Kapadia
achieved a major global honour by

winning the Grand Prix at the 77th
Cannes Film Festival, the first

Indian filmmaker in 30 years 1
& to win this top honour in the rAIIIadE]ha’ttl I Golden
0 main competition. She also GTCE veH 19 spic 2 do t fh
) became the first Indian ssazomaward at the
a 5th Red Sea International

B vears to be Film Festival in December

& WL SERIE!

HE CREATOR of ll:R(D GAMES

nominated for Best

4 Director at the 82nd B e that " :W oW ¥ g
1 Golden Globe recognises notable 74 i
ards artists from Asia, the 2
y i Middle East, and e .
DP North Africa and HARDS
their impact on T

international

reigns supreme cultre,
In a year of fragmented Hrithik Roshan

successes, Deepika h o
Padukone is the constant— - pas A°"°:i"‘? el gh
delivering both the numbers B ards in Riyadn,
and the noise. The ‘Lad Saudl_Arabla forlcompletmg 25
Singham’ became the first years in the film industry,

Indian actor ever to receive a e Eetaialicd P
'»\ star on the Hollywood Walk t°°"."“b”t'°” riyanka
.. of Fame, immortalising 20l Chopra/i#
her name on She was among'
¥ Hollywood the individuals slated to be
%, Boulevard in honoured at the fourth annual
o W 2025 Gold House Gold Gala, an event that celebrates the most
A impactful Asian Pacific change-makers in various fields,

T

including entertainment. i/ LA
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LeQ ¢ > S ‘_ 4210 O 2 \ TR / India’s ascent as a major hub for
} e ". W b - b global live music gained strong
\ o\® _15,%°" o @ oF \ Mo© 2 momentum in 2025, with inter-
2 D 2 a0 a = national artists and festivals
OV 00 e s o O making multiple
o° P RECANE AT stops across Indian
a5 o " 0% 4, ©F cities. No longer
0 : R ! seen as a one-off =
iy \ ® e a0 (ot ? - : destination, Samantha'Raj
4 0 © d \ N H
o i ) RO " gef© 9 | '( ¥ \ India hzs Actress Samantha Ruth Prabhu married filmmaker Raj
-, | ) ot P - \ emerged as Nidimoru December 1, 2025, in an intimate ceremony held at
4 y Al : v | S, acore Asian the Linga Bhairavi Temple in the Isha Yoga Centre, Coimbatore.
, N & A L\ 4 / touring
' 20 © o ' ' market S
R 2 ’ L ‘ alongside Japan, WWV\/\/\@\A
0
o S e B " South Korea, and Armaan-Aashna : c
O 6 OO WO o Singapore. ] ] : i M
Singer Armaan Malik and
influencer Aashna Shroff K

got married 2 January in a
dreamy wedding ceremony.

Engaged since August 2023, ' . \ 73
the couple chose a pastel frid |

palette for their wedding
day.

Darshan Raval married his longtime
girlfriend and “best friend,” Dharal
Surelia, in an intimate wedding
ceremony. Dharal chose a classic
red bridal ensemble with gold

0O \ 95‘“ & e
e ;
3 O P NAT 'I- 2 * detailing, while Darshan arrived in
{ - : an ivory sherwani.

Saif Ali Khan Prateik-Priya

Earlier this year, Saif Ali Khan became embroiled in major
controversy after being stabbed by an intruder, with MOHAN I.AI. Prateik Babbar and Priya
With over 400 films to his Banerjee officially tied the knot

public skepticism mounting over his swift recovery,

forensic inconsistencies and initial lapses in correctly credit and significant impact February 14, 2025, in an intimate

identifying the suspect. on Indian cinema, Mohanlal at-home ceremony. The wedding
became the first Malayalam actor took place at “Rf":k Cliff,” the

to receive Dada Saheb Phalke home of Prateik’s late mother,

Award, the highest honour in legendary actress Smita Patil.

Indian cinema, at 71st National
Film Awards

\ [l

Prajakta-Vrlshank

Prajakta Koli, the popular content
creator known as “MostlySane,”
married her longtime boyfriend
Vrishank Khanal February 25, 2025.
The wedding was an intimate,
nature-inspired ceremony held
at Oleander Farms in Karjat,
Maharashtra.

Deepika Padukone
Deepika Padukone’s decision to step
away from major projects like Kalki 2898
AD and Spirit sparked industry-wide
conversations about working conditions,
as multiple media reports suggested the
new mother sought fixed working hours
and more manageable schedules.

Mish-
ra man-
aged to
draw the
attention of
Bollywood actor _—
Aamir Khan on the

plight of Odia cine-

ma. He along with his
wife Mamata Nanda even
managed to have over-an-
hour- long conversation
with the top star

Ranveer Singh

Ranveer Singh landed
in controversy
after he recreated
the sacred Daiva
performance from

SHAH RUKH KHAN

hah Rukh Khan received his

private- ly Kantara, in a manner first National Film Award ..
seeking au- many viewers felt for Best Actor in a Leading Dhanashree-Chahal Shubhangi-Piyush
was disrespectful N . Choreographer Dhanashree Vermaand | shubhangi Atre and
dience at na- p . Role in 2025 f(_)r his powerful cricketer Yuzvendra Chahal's divorce | piyush Poorey got mar-
tion- . ' al However, the actor performance in the blockbuster G dominated this year, | ried in 2003 and
lev- ) later apologised film Jawan, marking a significant b feuled by speculation | welcomed their
 Be- after facing moment in his career after ¢, overazd-crorealimony, | daughter Ashi

Yuzl's viral “Be Your | in 2005. Their

%
')

criticism. i i -
A * RS sides, decades in the industry Own Sugar Daddy” | divorce was
a strong T-shirt andl_pekfslst';é_nt finalised in
: = { rumours linking him | February
/ p'ush for \ - _ toRJ Mahvash. | this year.
digital pres- '
" ence saw Odia . o | E n "
films ainino trac- y { : Celina-Peter | Mugdha-Ravish
3y 1 g g r | T 'z G Celina Jaitly filed for | /gmm. _ Television actors Mugd-
tion on OTT plat- divorce from her hushand, | ha Chaphekar and Rav-
forms, helping them o ! Peter Haag, at an Andheri ish Desai announced
L e P T N e . T e = W g cpurtdm Mumbai, Ialleg- 2 = . their separation in
diaspora and new ' o \ ing domestic violence HER April 2025 after nine
n £ p ? N 1 and abuse. Earlier & years of marriage.
* 5 viewers. 4 this year, Peter had o M ® The couple first met
. ; A already initiated di- - \ on Satrangi Sas-
. . ) ) ‘ e g i vorce proceedings . ¢ raland married in

in Austria. December 2016.

Manoj Kumar Pankaj Dheer Rob Reiner Diane Keaton pohert Redford  0zzy Oshourne

Another iconic actor, fondly known Best remembered for his portrayal Legendary Hollywood director Diane Keaton, the Academy Robert Redford, the o2y Osb "
as Bharat Kumar, passed away April of Karna in the epic Mahabharat, and actor Rob Reiner (78) and Award-winning actress legendary American actor, Ozzy Os ﬁume' et I

4, 2025, at 87. Beginning in 1957, he Pankaj Dheer passed away 15 his wife, Michele Singer Reiner known for iconic roles in director andifounder of the p"”l‘_ef““g eaf"y ”:je 2 ‘

delivered classics like Purab Aur October 2025. His role remains one (68), were found dead in their Annie Halland The Godfather,  syndance Film Festival, died E:/IOCiIsS t?t? t;l:oc-i'ogr] (Ier ;)2

Pachhim, Roti Kapada Aur Makaan  of the most beloved interpretations  Brentwood, Los Angeles home passed away at the age of 79 September 16, 2025, at a§025a t?h , diel fu7 (35/ )
and Kranti. in Indian television history. December 14, 2025. October 11, 2025. the age of 89, , at the age of 76.
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Whether the lynching
takes place in India or
Bangladesh, it is terrorism. If any
innocent is killed through lynching or
extrajudicial killing, that amounts
to terrorism. We are against it

in the same manner as we are
against (Israeli PM Benjamin)
Netanyahu

RUHULLAH MEHDI | NATIONAL CONFERENCE MP

ISLAND TOURISM FESTIVAL
BEGINS IN ANDAMANS

SUNDAY | DECEMBER 28, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR Andaman and Nicobar Islands MP Bishnu Pada
Ray inaugurated the ‘Island Tourism Festival (ITF)
-2025’ here Saturday evening. The five-day ITF is
being organised by the Department of Information,
Publicity and Tourism (IP&T) in association with
the Department of Art and Culture of the Andaman
and Nicobar administration and is being held in 13

a ‘ O a venues across the islands

b

@ orissa

THEATRE STAMPEDE CASE MEDICAL COLLEGE

Indian mission launches one

iuotel 2 8

Under
the guise
of pseu-

do-secularism,
extremist Islamic
organisations
should not be
allowed to infiltrate democratic
institutions and the media and
attempt to gain control

RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR | BJP STATE CHIEF

Sambhar
‘ has created S
a distinct - W

identity on the —
global tourism
map. Its unique
natural beauty ¥
and biodiversity make |t a ma-
jor attraction for domestic and
international tourists

DIYA KUMARI I DEPUTY

CHIEF MINISTER, RAJASTHAN

Drug
b abuse has

emerged as _m
a serious public - |
health crisis in T J
Qr

Haryana, with
young people .
being the worst affected
RANDEEP SINGH SURJEWALA |
CONGRESS LEADER

SHORT TAKES

I 2Kkilled as BJYM
leader crashes car

Morena: A leader from the
BJP’s youth wing ploughed
into a group of people,
killing an 11-year-old boy
and a senior citizen, in
Madhya Pradesh’s Morena
district, police said Saturday.
Dipendra Bhadoria, a leader
of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) who was at
the wheel, was caught by
people in the vicinity after
the accident in the Porsa
area Friday night. According
to eyewitnesses, the car was
heading towards Jotai from
Porsa when the driver, who
was speeding, lost control
and hit a group of people
sitting around a bonfire on a
cold night. The accused is the
BJYM’s Porsa urban mandal
president and was allegedly
in an inebriated state at the
time of the accident, they
said.

¥ Woman raped on
agri univ campus

Jabalpur: A 22-year-old woman
was allegedly raped by a clerk
of a state government-run
university on the campus

on the pretext of providing

her a job at the facility in
Madhya Pradesh’s Jabalpur
city, police said Saturday.

The police Thursday arrested
Durga Shankar Singerha

(58), an upper division clerk
(UDC), and Mukesh Sen, a
peon, in connection with the
assault that took place on

the campus of the Jawaharlal
Nehru Agricultural University.
The survivor, a resident of the
Tilwara area, came across
information on social media
about contractual vacancies at
the university around 20 days
ago, Additional Superintendent
of Police Jitendra Kumar told
reporters.

I Trinamool delegation
to meet CEC over SIR

New Delhi: A 10-member
Trinamool Congress
delegation will meet Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar December

31 on the issue of Special
Intensive Revision of electoral
rolls in West Bengal, a source
said Saturday. According to
the source, the delegation,
which will include Abhishek
Banerjee and Derek O’Brien,
Trinamool leaders in the

Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha,
respectively, will raise the
issue of the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise in the state. The
ruling party of Bengal has
been raising concerns over
the SIR exercise for some time
now. Banerjee, the national
general secretary of the party,
demanded that the Election
Commission (EC) must come
out with the number of illegal
Bangladeshis and Rohingyas
out of the 58.20 lakh names
deleted in the draft electoral
rolls published for West
Bengal under the SIR.

Chargesheet filed
against Allu Arjun

The theatre’s owner,
partners, manager and
lower balcony In-charge

and gatekeeper were

named as accused no. I to
10 in the charge sheet filed
December 24, while Arjun
has been named
as accused no 11

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyderabad, Dec 27: The city
police have filed a charge sheet
in a court here against 23 per-
sons, including top Telugu ac-
tor Allu Arjun, in connection
with the death of a woman in a
stampede during the premiere
of ‘Pushpa-2’ film at Sandhya
theatre here last year.

The theatre’s owner, part-

=X

En

ners, manager and lower bal-
cony In-charge and gatekeeper
were named as accused no. 1
to 10 in the charge sheet filed
December 24, while Arjun has
been named as accused no 11.
Hyderabad Police Commis-
sioner V C Sajjanar Saturday
stated that the investigation
into the Sandhya theatre stam-
pede case has been completed.
The investigation estab-
lished lapses in planning,
crowd management, security
arrangements, and coordina-
tion among the theatre man-
agement, event organisers,
private security personnel, and
others involved during the in-
cident, the Commissioner said.
“Following a comprehen-
sive and detailed probe, a
chargesheet was filed before
the court on December 24. A
total of 23 accused have been
charge-sheeted in the case. Of

. 3

these, 14 accused were arrest-
ed, while nine accused, who
obtained anticipatory bail,
were served notices,” he said
in a release.

Further proceedings in the
case will continue as per law,
he said.

Earlier, Allu Arjun was
arrested after the 35-year-old
woman died and her eight-
year-old son was injured in the
stampede during the screening
of ‘Pushpa 2’ movie at Sandhya
theatre here December 4, 2024.

The stampede occurred
as fans gathered to catch a
glimpse of the actor during the
premiere.

Following the incident, the
city police registered a case
against Allu Arjun, his se-
curity team, and the theatre
management under different
sections of Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) at the Chikkad-
pally police station based on
a complaint lodged by the de-
ceased woman’s family.

Allu Arjun was arrested De-
cember 13, 2024 and released
from jail December 14, 2024 af-
ter the Telangana High Court
granted him interim bail. He
was granted regular bail later.

Allu Arjun and the makers
of the film ‘Pushpa’ had ex-
tended financial assistance to
the family of the boy. The Tel-
angana government had also
announced financial assistance
to the family.

People take a holy dip in the 'Amrit Sarovar' on the occasion of the 359th birth anniversary of the tenth Sikh Guru,
Guru Gobind Singh, at the Golden Temple in Amritsar, Saturday

Army intensifies winter ops in J&K to flush out Pak terrorists

Traditionally, the onset of the 40-day ‘Chillai Kalan,
the harshest phase of winter in the Kashmir Valley from
December 21 to January 31, ushers in a ‘temporary lull’
in terrorist activities, as communication routes close
and heavy snowfall isolates the mountain regions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: Amid freez-
ing temperatures and treacher-
ous terrains, the Indian Army
has intensified its counter-ter-
rorism operations across Kisht-
war and Doda districts in Jam-
mu and Kashmir to pursue and
neutralise Pakistani terrorists
attempting to exploit the harsh
winter for concealment, sources
said Saturday.

Traditionally, the onset of
the 40-day ‘Chillai Kalan’, the
harshest phase of winter in the
Kashmir Valley from Decem-
ber 21 to January 31, ushers in
a ‘temporary lull’ in terrorist
activities, as communication
routes close and heavy snowfall
isolates the mountain regions,
they said.

However, this winter has
marked a “decisive shift” in the

operational approach of the Ar-
my and other security forces, a
source in the defence establish-
ment said.

Instead of reducing activities,
the Army has adopted a “proac-
tive winter posture”, establish-
ing temporary bases and sur-
veillance posts deep within the
snow-capped areas to maintain
pressure on the possible terror-
ist hideouts, the sources said.

Operating in sub-zero tem-
peratures with limited visi-
bility, the Army patrols have
been regularly traversing the
high-altitude ridgelines, valleys,
and forested areas to “deny the
terrorists any sanctuary”, they
added.

The shift, according to ex-
perts, signifies an evolution
in counter-terrorism tactics,
underlining both the Army’s
adaptability and its resolve to

PTI PHOTO

maintain operational momen-
tum, irrespective of the weather
or terrain.

According to assessments by
various intelligence agencies,
there are “approximately 30-
35 Pakistani terrorists” in the
Jammu region currently, de-
fence sources said.

Inputs gathered over the past
few months suggest that these
Pakistani terrorist groups,
finding themselves cornered by
successful counter-terror oper-
ations, have shifted deeper into
the higher and middle-moun-
tain reaches of the region, ar-
eas now devoid of habitation,
they said.

stop help centre in Canada

The Consulate has also set
up a 24x7 helpline and the
new Centre aims to provide
critical and timely support
to Indian passport

holder women who could
be facing domestic
violence, abuse, family
conflict, abandonment,
exploitation and legal
challenges, among others

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Toronto, Dec 27: The Consulate
General of India in Toronto has
established a ‘One Stop Centre
for Women,’ a dedicated support
centre exclusively to assist wom-
en Indian nationals in distress.

The Consulate has also set
up a 24x7 helpline and said, the
new Centre aims to provide
critical and timely support to
Indian passport holder women
who could be facing domestic
violence, abuse, family conflict,
abandonment, exploitation and
legal challenges, among others.

The One Stop Centre for Wom-
en (OSCW) will provide coordi-
nated, beneficiary-centred assis-

tance by connecting aggrieved
women to timely and appropriate
pathways of support, including
immediate counselling, facilita-
tion of psycho-social support, and
coordination of legal assistance
and advice, the Indian mission
said in a post on X Friday. This
would be done while helping
women access relevant commu-
nity and social-service resources
in Canada, it said, adding, “En-
tire intervention by the OSCW
will be within the purview of
Local Laws in Canada.”

The Centre would be run by a
woman Centre Administrator,
who will ensure the “delivery
of safe, dignified, and compre-
hensive assistance” to women
in need (on means tested basis)
through prompt handling of dis-
tress calls via 24x7 helpline.

“This, inter-alia, would in-
clude Counselling and emotion-
al support through empanelled
NGOs. All the financial assis-
tance will be on means tested
basis as per Government of In-
dia's Rules,” the statement said.

The Centre would function
from the Consulate General of
India, Toronto and the Centre
Administrator can be reached
on +1 (437) 552 3309 and osc.
toronto@mea.gov.in, the state-
ment said.

ADMISSION ROW

Protests outside Lok
Bhavan in Jammu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Dec 27: Dozens of pro-
testers Saturday gathered out-
side Lok Bhavan here and set
ablaze an effigy of Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha, demanding revo-
cation of the MBBS admission
list of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Institute of Medical Excellence
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Reasi.

Raising slogans such as “LG
go back”, the protest was or-
ganised by Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Sangharsh Samiti, a re-
cently-formed conglomeration
of various right-wing organi-
zations.

JK BJP’s women activists
and several trade leaders in-
cluding president of Jammu
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries Arun Gupta also
joined the protest.

The protest led to the block-
ing of the main road outside
Lok Bhavan, resulting in traffic
snarls on adjoining roads and
causing hardship to commuters
for more than one-and-a-half
hours.

Police personnel were de-
ployed in strength outside the
Lok Bhavan to maintain law
and order and regulate traffic,
and a tough time to push back
protesters who tried to move
inside the complex.

“We will continue our pro-
test till the resolution of our
genuine demands which are
related to our faith. We are not
against students of any partic-
ular religion, we just want the
seats in the medical college to
be reserved for Hindu students
alone,” Samiti convener Colo-
nel Sukhvir Singh Mankotia
told reporters.

SC to hear CBI's plea against HC order

The development
comes amid growing
disappointment in several
quarters after the
Delhi High Court recently
granted conditional bail
to Sengar and suspended
his life sentence in the case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: The Su-
preme Court will hear a plea
filed by the CBI challenging a
Delhi High Court order sus-
pending the life sentence of
expelled BJP leader Kuldeep
Singh Sengar in the 2017 Unnao
rape case December 29.
According to the apex court’s
cause list for December 29, a
bench comprising Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices JK Ma-
heshwari and Augustine George
Masih is slated to hear the plea.
Besides the plea filed by the
CBI, the apex court will also

These terrorists are believed
to be seeking temporary win-
ter hideouts to evade detection
and avoid a direct confrontation
with the security forces.

Reports indicate that these
remnants of terror groups are
attempting to coerce or threat-
en the local villagers for shelter
and food supplies, even though
their support among the locals
and overground workers has
sharply declined.

The drying local support and
continuous security vigilance in
the lower altitudes have forced
them into isolation, further re-
stricting their ability to regroup
or plan coordinated attacks, the
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hear a separate peti-
tion filed by advocates
Anjale Patel and Pooja
Shilpkar challenging
the high court order.

The high court suspend-
ed the jail term of Sengar De-
cember 23, who was serving a
life sentence in the 2017 Unnao
rape case, saying he had already
served seven years and five
months in prison.

The CBI challenged the high
court’s order in the top court
December 26. The high court
suspended Sengar’s life term
till the pendency of his appeal
challenging his conviction and
sentencing in the case.

Sengar has challenged the
December 2019 trial court ver-
dict in the case. However, the
former BJP MLA will remain
in jail as he is also serving a

sources said.

According to the sources, the
Army has intensified its count-
er-terrorism operations across
Kishtwar and Doda districts.

Undeterred by freezing tem-
peratures, treacherous terrains,
and heavy snowfall, Army units
have expanded their operation-
al reach into the higher and
snowbound areas to pursue and
“neutralise Pakistani terrorists
attempting to exploit the harsh
season for concealment”, the
sources said.

A defining feature of this
year’s counter-terror strategy
has been the integrated ap-
proach to operations.

The Army is leading a syn-
chronised effort involving
multiple security and law en-
forcement agencies, including
the civil administration, J&K
Police, Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), Special Oper-
ations Group (SOG), forest
guards, and village defence
guards (VDGs), another source
said. This inter-agency cooper-
ation ensures seamless sharing
of intelligence, resource optimi-
sation, and sharper operational
execution, the source added.

10-year term for the custodial
death of the rape survivor’s
father.

Imposing several conditions,
the high court had directed Sen-
gar to furnish a personal
bond of %15 lakh with

three sureties of the
like amount.
It also directed him
not to come within a
5-km radius of the sur-
vivor’s residence in Delhi
and not to threaten her or her
mother. Violation of any of the
conditions would lead to the
cancellation of bail, the high
court said.

The rape case and other con-
nected cases were transferred to
Delhi from a trial court in Uttar
Pradesh on the directions of the
Supreme Court August 1, 2019.

Sengar’s appeal against his
conviction in the case of the
custodial death of the survivor’s
father is also pending, where
he has sought suspension of
sentence on the ground that he
has already spent a substantial
time in jail.

Intelligence from multiple
agencies is carefully synthe-
sised to draw “precise situation-
al pictures” of terrorist move-
ment and hideout patterns.

Once intelligence is verified,
coordinated joint operations
are planned and launched, mi-
nimising overlaps and ensuring
maximum impact with tactical
precision, defence sources said.

The synergy among ground
units and intelligence frame-
works has enhanced the re-
sponse time, enabling security
forces to act the moment action-
able information surfaces, they
added.

The principal focus of the
Army and other forces this
winter is twofold: to eliminate
the remaining terrorist pockets
within the known areas and to
ensure that terrorists remain
confined to the inhospitable
higher reaches, a source said.

This containment strategy not
only prevents terrorists from
infiltrating or regrouping in
the populated belts but also sig-
nificantly disrupts their logistics
and communication channels,
reducing any operational capa-
bility, the source added.
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The forth-
coming
elections are

not about hopes
and aspirations. It
is about dedicat-
ing oneself to the
cause of protecting 'swadesh' and
'swajati'. | am sure people know
that the BJP is their last hope. They
will vote for us, and we will win
this election

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA |

CHIEF MINISTER, ASSAM

This is just e <
‘ 5.79 per H

centofthe :"g-'
population, the &\"5
lowest among all
the states where
SIR is being held,
the ECI come out with the number
of Bangladeshis and Rohingyas out
of 58.20 lakh names deleted

ABHISHEK BANERJEE I TMC LEADER

It should %
‘ be ensured
that the W L

construction work Y
is completed at ‘ amzd
the earliest and
in a manner that
there is no inconvenience to trafﬁc
movement on Nehru Path

NITISH KUMAR | CHIEF MINISTER, BIHAR

OF THE DAY

! Nepal, the only
Hindu state, is

. anti-India.

| Bangladesh,

. acountry we
liberated, is our
enemy.

Sri Lanka, for who we fought a war,
is against us.

Maldives threw us out of their
country.

China, who helped Pakistan in
operation Sindoor is our biggest
trading partner and supposed to be
a friend.

" USA, of ‘Ab Ki Baar Trump Sarkaar’
imposed sanctions and we are
unsure whether it is a friend or an
enemy.

New Zealand saw anti
Indianprotest.
Japan saw an anti Indian protest.
Canada restricted Indian student
inflows. Australia imposed
restrictions on Indian students.
S Jaishankar, the man with laser
eyes, is the best External Affairs
Minister. India is a VISHWA GURU.
Good Morning India.
@maheshperi

SHORT TAKES

¥ Lankan police detain
Tamil politician

Colombo: A Sri Lankan Tamil
politician and an ex-minister
has been detained for
questioning by the police

after a weapon issued to him
was found in possession of a
criminal. Douglas Devananda,
who has been declared a
proclaimed offender by a
Chennai court in 1996 in the
case relating to a shootout

at Choolaimedu in 1986,

was detained by the crime
investigation department of
police Friday through a court
order, police said. He was
detained for questioning after a
firearm officially issued to him
was found in the possession of
a noted underworld figure.

¥ Woman held for
killing daughter

Mumbai: A 30-year-old woman
from Navi Mumbai has been
arrested for allegedly killing
her six-year-old daughter,
apparently because she did
not want a girl child, a police
official said. The woman, who
is being treated for depression,
has also told the police that
she was upset because the

girl did not speak Marathi.
According to the Kalamboli
police official, the woman has
studied BSc and lives with her
husband, who is an IT engineer.
The woman took her daughter
to a hospital December 23,
claiming that she had become
unresponsive due to ill health.
While doctors at the medical
facility declared her dead, they

also alerted the police. -

PM Modi single-handedly
destroyed MGNREGA: Rahul

Claiming that the UPA-
era MGNREGA was not
just a work programme,
but a development and
conceptual framework
appreciated around the
world, Gandhi claimed
that its repeal was an
attack on a rights-based
approach and on the
country’s federal structure

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi Saturday accused
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of “single-handedly destroying”
MGNREGA without consulting
his Cabinet or the states and
without studying the matter,
terming it an attack on the dem-
ocratic structure that will ruin
the rural economy.
Addressing a press confer-
ence after the crucial CWC
meeting, he targeted the BJP-
led NDA government over the
VB-G RAM G Act, alleging that
the PM carried out a devastat-
ing attack on states and the
poor, “much like demoneti-
zation”. He said the Congress
has vowed that it would resist
the government’s action and
expressed confidence that the
entire opposition would be

aligned with it.

“The prime minister sin-
gle-handedly destroyed MGN-
REGA without asking his Cab-
inet, and without studying the
matter,” the former Congress
chief said.

“We are going to resist it, we
are going to fight it, and I am
confident that the entire oppo-
sition will stand united against
this action,” he said, referring
to the Congress’ ‘MGNREGA
Bachao Abhiyan’ that it plans
to launch nationwide January 5.

In a post in Hindi on X, Gand-
hi later said, “There is only
one purpose behind the end of
MGNREGA -- to erase the right
to employment for the poor, to
steal economic and political
power from the states, and to
hand over that money to bil-
lionaire friends.”

“The entire country will
bear the cost of the whims of
the ‘lone ranger’ Prime Minis-
ter. Jobs will end, and the rural
economy will collapse. When
villages weaken, the country
will weaken,” he also said.

Claiming that the UPA-era
MGNREGA was not just a work
programme, but a development
and conceptual framework ap-
preciated around the world,
Gandhi claimed that its repeal
was an attack on a rights-based
approach and on the country’s
federal structure.

“It is a devastating attack
on states and the poor people,
carried out by the prime min-

I EVICTION ROW

Keep off Karnataka’s affairs,
Cong leaders tell Kerala CM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Bangalore, Dec
27: Leaders of the ruling Con-
gress in Karnataka Saturday
reacted sharply to Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan’s criticism of “bulldozer
action” to evict minorities from
a Bangalore locality, insisting
they cannot allow setting up of
slums in the city and asked him
to focus on his state.

As the controversy escalated,
Congress high command said
the Karnataka government
should have exercised “far
greater caution, sensitivity and
compassion”.

While Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah defended the eviction
drive at Fakir Colony, saying it
was necessary against the ille-
gal occupation of government
land, his deputy DK Shivaku-
mar asked Vijayan to refrain
from “interfering in Karnata-
ka’s affairs”, remarks that were

echoed by his Cabinet colleague
Ramalinga Reddy.

Vijayan slammed the alleged
“bulldozer action” in Bangalore
in a Facebook post Friday. He
strongly criticised the reported
demolition, calling the action
“shocking and painful”.

Speaking to reporters in New
Delhi, Siddaramaiah said that
since 2019, people were living
without authorisation on a five-
acre plot designated for solid
waste management.

“... There is no safety there.
So officials served notice to
the illegal occupants, asking
them to vacate. As they failed
to vacate, they were evicted,”
he said.

The chief minister said he
has asked the Greater Bengalu-
ru Authority chief commission-
er and the Urban Development
Department secretary to make
alternative arrangements for
those evicted “because most of
them are migrants”.

‘ ‘ I believe that
the women who

will work here will not
only be empowered but
also become self-reliant
and get the opportunity
and time to engage in
spiritual contemplation
in their own way

RAJNATH SINGH I DEFENCE MINISTER

ister single-handedly, much
like demonetisation. The PM
single-handedly destroyed
MGNREGA without asking
his Cabinet, without studying
the matter,” he said at the press
conference.

“The MGNREGA, apart from
being a rights-based programme,
also strengthened our pancha-
yats. It allowed political action
in the panchayats, it injected
money into the panchayats, and
it allowed the decision-making
power at the panchayat level,”
Gandhi explained. He termed
the VB-G RAM G legislation on
rural employment an “attack
on the democratic structure,
on the third tier of government
and our basic architecture of
our country”.

“This is an attack on the
states of India because they
are simply taking away money
that belongs to the states and
decision-making power that
belongs to the states. It is an
attack on the infrastructure of
the states because MGNREGA
was used to build infrastruc-
ture,” Gandhi claimed.

The Congress leader linked
the decision to scrap MGNRE-
GA to the decimation of Indian
labour, saying that MGNREGA
guaranteed a minimum floor
below which Indian labour
could not fall.

“It is going to cause tremen-
dous pain to the weaker sec-
tions, to Adivasis, to Dalits, to
OBCs, to poor general castes,
and to minorities. At the same
time, it is going to benefit Mr
Adani in full measure. That is
the purpose of this exercise: to
take money away from poor
people and hand it to people
like Mr Adani,” Gandhi alleged.

The VB-G RAM G Bill, re-
placing the 20-year-old MGNRE-
GA, was passed in Parliament
during the recently concluded
Winter Session of Parliament
amid vociferous protests by the
opposition. The new act has a
provision for 125 days of wage
employment for rural workers.

INDIA’S FIRST URBAN NIGHT SAFARI

To promote tourism activities in Uttar
Pradesh, the Kukrail Night Safari is being
developed as a major attraction in Luc-
know, said a statement released Satur-

day. Inspired by the Singapore model, the
Kukrail Night Safari in Lucknow is set to be
India’s first urban night safari, promising an
after-dark wildlife experience and noctur-

nal animal viewing

A jockey rides his buffaloes during the 'Kambala slush-track race', at Bangra Kulur, in Mangaluru, Saturday en puoto

SIR hearings underway in Bengal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Dec 27: The hearings
under the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the electoral
rolls were underway in West
Bengal Saturday with people
queuing up in front of 3,234 cen-
tres across the state, a senior
official said.

Around 32 lakh “unmapped”
voters, those who are unable to
establish linkage with the 2002
electoral roll, will be called for
hearings in the first phase, he
said.

Altogether 4,500 micro ob-
servers have been engaged
for hearings in the first phase,
which began at 11 am.

Voters can submit any of 12
recognised documents, includ-
ing Aadhaar, as proof of iden-
tity and address, an Election
Commission official said.

However, the Aadhaar card
will not be accepted as a stand-
alone document, he said.

Those aged 85 years or above
won’t have to physically come
to the hearing camps as EC offi-
cials will undertake the process
at their residences, he said.

“The hearing process is being
conducted under the supervi-
sion of over 4,500 micro-ob-
servers, with only authorised
officials such as EROs, AROs,
BLOs and observers permitted
at the centres. People are lin-
ing up in large numbers before
every camp,” said the official
at the office of the state Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO).

No changes have been per-
mitted once the hearing centres

are finalised, as the measures
aim to ensure transparency
and accuracy in the revision
process.

The Election Commission
(EC) had, December 16, pub-
lished the state’s draft elector-
al rolls following SIR, deleting
the names of more than 58 lakh
voters on various grounds, in-
cluding death, migration and
non-submission of enumera-
tion forms.

IndiGo cancels 57 flights due to ‘bad weather’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 27: Domestic
carrier IndiGo Saturday can-
celled 57 flights across its net-
work, citing “bad weather” at
various airports, according to
the airline’s website.

The airline has also can-
celled 13 flights, as of now, for
Sunday, with two of them for
“operational reasons”, and the
remaining largely due to “fore-
casted bad weather”.

The Gurugram-headquar-
tered IndiGo, which cancelled
thousands of flights early this
month on account of stricter
norms related to the pilots’ duty
period and rest, have been can-
celling some flights for more
than one week now on account
of “bad weather”.

The 57 flights cancelled
Sunday include from Chandi-
garh, Mumbai, Ahmedabad,
Hyderabad, Amritsar, Ban-
galore, Delhi, Gaya, Kolkata,
Chennai, Jaipur and Pune,
among others.

Aviation regulator DGCA
has announced the period be-
tween December 10 and Febru-

r—%p

IndiGo

ol &\!‘é‘i Yy -

Ty

ary 10 next year as the official
fog window this winter.

As part of the DGCA fog
operations (CAT-IIIB) norms,
airlines have to mandatorily
roster pilots who are trained
to operate in low-visibility
conditions, as well as deploy
a CAT-IIIB-compliant aircraft
fleet for such operations.

Category-III is an advanced
navigation system that empow-
ers an aircraft to land under
foggy conditions.

Category-III-A is a precision
instrument approach and land-
ing that enables a plane to land
with a runway visual range
(RVR) of 200 metres, while Cate-
gory-11I-B helps in landing with

World’s longest handwritten Bible to be unveiled

The ambitious project has been jointly undertaken by
the KCYM Thrissur Archdiocese and the Sacred Heart
of Our Lady of Sorrows Basilica Pilgrim Centre as part

of the 2025 Jubilee Year celebrations

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Thrissur, Dec 27: The world’s
longest handwritten Bible,
stretching an extraordinary
100 kilometres, will be un-
veiled Sunday by Cardinal Mar
George Koovakkad at Thrissur
in Kerala.

The ambitious project has
been jointly undertaken by

the KCYM Thrissur Archdio-
cese and the Sacred Heart of
Our Lady of Sorrows Basilica
Pilgrim Centre as part of the
2025 Jubilee Year celebrations.

The initiative also marks the
centenary of the Thrissur Basil-
ica, one of Kerala’s prominent
pilgrimage centres.

Copied entirely by hand by
2,025 participants, the Bible

symbolises collective faith and
meticulous devotion.

The organisers said the
manuscript was created using
a special pen on a cloth-like ma-
terial, chosen for its durabili-
ty and ability to be rolled and

preserved Speaking to TANS,
Rev. Fr. Gio Cheradai said the
written cloth can be rolled up
and mounted on rollers, allow-
ing readers to scroll through
the text.

“The written cloth material

can be rolled up, and anyone
wishing to read it can do so by
turning the roller. There are
about 12 reels in which the lon-
gest handwritten Bible is rolled
up. We will place this unique
piece inside the Bible Tower,”
he said.

The unveiling ceremony will
be held at 8.30 am at the court-
yard of the Sacred Heart of Our
Lady of Sorrows Basilica.

Along with the formal release
of the manuscript, the organ-
isers will also receive the Best
of India Record, recognising the
creation of the world’s longest
handwritten Bible.

an RVR of under 50 metres.

IndiGo, whose operations
are under DGCA monitor-
ing after the cancellations
of thousands of flights early
this month, is already oper-
ating a curtailed schedule in
compliance with the govern-
ment’s order.

Under its original winter
flight schedule, the airline was
permitted to operate 15,014 do-
mestic flights per week, or
about 2,144 flights per day,
roughly six per cent higher
than the 14,158 weekly flights
it operated during the summer
schedule of 2025.

However, after the massive
disruptions, which saw the air-
line cancelling 1,600 flights on
a single day on account of new
rest norms for pilots, which
allow more rest to the pilots,
the government cut down the
airline’s domestic flight sched-
ule by 10 per cent or 214 flights
per day.

As a result of that, IndiGo
cannot operate more than 1,930
flights per day on domestic
routes under its current winter
schedule.

in Kerala

Rev. Fr. Thomas Kakassery,
Rector of the Basilica, said the
initiative was conceived as a
spiritual offering during the
Jubilee Year and as a tribute to
the Basilica’s 100-year legacy.

Cheradai added that Cardinal
Mar George Koovakkad, the
guest of honour at the event,
will write the final sentence,
formally marking the comple-
tion of the historic manuscript.

The event is expected to
draw large participation from
clergy, youth organisations and
devotees, marking a significant
moment in the religious and
cultural life of Thrissur.
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The entire
‘ nation must

rise for their
rights. To strive for
justice is a sacred
duty, and | am
ready to lay down
my life for Haqeeqi Azadi (true
freedom) of my nation

IMRAN KHAN I PM, PAKISTAN

ZELENSKYY-TRUMP MEETING TODAY

The overnight attack, which involved about 500 drones
and 40 missiles and knocked out power and heat in
parts of the capital, came as Russia's response to the
ongoing peace efforts brokered by Washington

REUTERS

What we can-
not do is de-
fend against

threats from a

distance orevena
full-scale attack on g
our country Lg

THOMAS SUESSLI I HEAD OF ARMED FORCES,
SWITZERLAND

The commis-
‘ sion firmly
rejects any

initiative or action
aimed at recog-
nising Somaliland
as an independent c
entity, recalling that Somaliland
remains an integral part of the
Federal Republic of Somalia

MAHMOUD ALI YOUSSOUF | CHAIRPERSON,
AFRICAN UNION

SHORT TAKES

¥ Indian-origin student
held in US for arson

Houston: A 22-year-old
Indian-origin student has been
arrested in the US on charges
of arson and terroristic threat
against family members,
according to official records.
Manojh Sai Lella, a senior

at the University of Texas

at Dallas, was arrested by
Frisco police Monday. Police
responded to Lella's home
after family members reported
a mental health episode and
alleged threats. Authorities
said he allegedly tried to set
the home on fire several days
earlier. Lella faces arson with
intent to damage a habitat or
place of worship, a first-degree
felony, and terroristic threat of
a family/household member, a
Class A misdemeanour. Police
stressed there is no evidence of
a threat to a place of worship.
Bond was set at $100,000 and
$3,500, respectively, according
to the documents.

@ Mosque bombing in
Syria leaves 8 dead

Idlib: A bombing at a

mosque in the Syrian city of
Homs during Friday prayers
killed at least eight people
and wounded 18 others,
authorities said, as long-
standing sectarian, ethnic and
political fault lines continue
to destabilise the country,
even as large-scale fighting
has subsided. Images released
by Syria's state-run Arab
News Agency showed blood
on the mosque's carpets,
holes in the walls, shattered
windows and fire damage.
The Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib
Mosque is located in Homs,
Syria's third-largest city, in an
area of the Wadi al-Dhahab
neighbourhood dominated by
the Alawite minority. SANA,
citing a security source, said
that preliminary investigations
indicate that explosive
devices were planted inside
the mosque. Authorities were
searching for the perpetrators,
who have not yet been
identified, and a security
cordon was placed around
the building, Syria's Interior
Ministry said in a statement.

¥ 17 terrorists killed
in Pak’s Balochistan

Karachi: Pakistani security
forces have killed at least

17 terrorists belonging to
outlawed insurgent groups in
different intelligence-based
operations in the troubled
Balochistan province, the
ISPR said Saturday. According
to the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), the military's
media wing, these terrorists
were killed in separate
operations conducted between
December 24 and 26 in the
Kohlu, Kalat and Panjgur
areas of the province. The
intelligence-based operations
(IBOs) were conducted on the
reported presence of
terrorists in the respective
areas, the ISPR said.

Kyiv, Dec 27: Russia attacked
Kyiv and other parts of Ukraine
with hundreds of missiles and
drones Saturday, ahead of what
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said would be a crucial
meeting with US President
Donald Trump to work out a
deal to end nearly four years
of war.

Before the strikes, the
Ukrainian leader had said
Sunday's talks in Florida
would focus on the territory to
be controlled by each
side once fighting
ends in Europe's
deadliest con-

Overnight
attack kills one,
injures 19

Kyiv from the early pre-dawn
hours on Saturday as Ukraine's
air defence units went into ac-
tion. The air force said Russian
drones were targeting the capi-
tal and regions in the northeast
and south.

Authorities said various lo-
cations in seven different dis-
tricts of Kyiv had sustained
damage, and at least three
high-rise apartment blocks
were on fire.

State grid operator Ukrener-
go said energy facilities across
Ukraine, including in Kyiv and
the surrounding re-
gion were struck
by Russia, and
emergency

flict since Poland temporarily power cuts

World War closes two airports had been im-

E;Vo’ Rsﬁgggg Zelenskyy to discuss territory, glcirél:;lte(ihe

. N security guarantees with Trum .

2022 invasion 2/ ! = capital.

of its smaller Russian official sees "turning UKkraine's

neighbour. point' in talks to foreign minis-
The attack con- end fighting ter said a third of

tinued throughout
the morning, and a nearly
10-hour air raid alert for the
capital only ended at 11:20 local
time (0920 GMT). Authorities
said one person was Kkilled by
the attack in the Kyiv region,
while at least 19 people were
wounded in the capital itself,
including two children.

He said rescuers were still
searching for a person trapped
under the rubble in one of the
damaged residential buildings.

Russia made no immediate
comment on the attacks.

THOUSANDS OF HOMES
WITHOUT HEAT
Explosions echoed across

Kyiv was left with-

out heat by the strikes
as temperatures hovered
around 0 degrees Celsius (32
degrees Fahrenheit) Saturday
morning.

Authorities in Kyiv region,
which surrounds the city
but does not include it, said
320,000 households had lost
power after the attack.

The strikes also prompted
the temporary closure of Rz-
eszow and Lublin airports in
southeastern Poland, to the
west of Ukraine, after the Pol-
ish armed forces scrambled
fighter jets, the Polish Air
Navigation Services Agency
posted on X.

BNP's Tarique registers as Bangladeshi
voter after 17 years abroad in self-exile

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka/New Delhi, Dec 27:
BNP acting chairman Tarique
Rahman on Saturday completed
the formalities to enlist himself
on Bangladesh's voter list and
obtain a national identity (NID)
card, two days after his return
from over 17 years of self-exile
in London.

The 60-year-old leader of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) visited the Election Com-
mission (EC) office in Dhaka un-
der tight security, where he pro-
vided fingerprints and iris scans
for biometric enrollment, news
portal tbsnews.net reported.
He earlier submitted his voter
registration application online,
officials said.

“Tarique Rahman has already
filled out the online form and has
come to complete the registration
by providing his fingerprints and
iris scan,” ASM Humayun Kabir,
director general of the National
Identity Registration Wing of the
Election Commission, told re-
porters. He is expected to receive
his NID card within 24 hours, the
official said.

Rahman's daughter Zaima
also completed her registration
formalities for the NID card.

Foolproof security arrange-
ments were in place around the

China revises Forelgn ]
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4
EC office premises, with mem-
bers of the Bangladesh Army,
Rapid Action Battalion (RAB),
Ansar and police deployed in
and around the area.

According to a report in
Bengali daily Prothom Alo,
Bangladesh first introduced a
voter list with photographs and
biometric data in 2008 during
the military-backed caretaker
government led by Fakhruddin
Ahmed that followed the 2007—
2008 political crisis.

Rahman, son of former prime
minister Khaleda Zia, was a
political prisoner at that time.
After his release from prison,
he left for London September
11, 2008. Bangladesh is going to
the polls February 12. Rahman
will contest the upcoming elec-
tion from his ancestral Bogura
Sadar (Bogura-6) constituency,
with BNP leaders already col-
lecting his nomination papers
on his behalf earlier this month.

Revisions aim to align with
trans-Pacific trade bloc standards

REUTERS

Beijing, Dec 27: China Satur-
day passed revisions to a key
piece of legislation aimed at
strengthening Beijing's ability
to wage trade war, curb out-
bound shipments from strate-
gic minerals to sex dolls, and
further open its $19 trillion
economy.

The latest revision to the
Foreign Trade Law, approved
by China's top legislative body,
will take effect March 1, 2026,
state news agency Xinhua re-
ported Saturday.

The world's second-largest

economy is overhauling its
trade-related legal frameworks
partly to convince members
of a major trans-Pacific trade
bloc created to counter Chi-
na's growing influence that
the manufacturing powerhouse
deserves a seat at the table, as
Beijing seeks to reduce its reli-
ance on the US.

Adopted in 1994 and revised
three times since China joined
the World Trade Organization
in 2001, most recently in 2022,
the Foreign Trade Law empow-
ers policymakers to hit back
against trading partners that
seek to curb its exports and
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Russia has
boosted the

VLADIMIR PUTIN |
PRESIDENT, RUSSIA

If Russia turns even the

Christmas and New Year pe-

riod into a time of destroyed
homes and burned apartments, of
ruined power plants, then this sick
activity can only be responded to
with truly strong steps

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY I PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

Russia had launched
strikes on UKkraine's ener-
gy infrastructure Thursday
night and stepped up attacks
on the southern region of
Odesa, the site of Ukraine's

main seaports, UKkrainian
authorities said.
NUCLEAR PLANT, FREE

ECONOMIC ZONE ALSO AT ISSUE

In addition to territory, a
critical point is control of the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power
station, Europe's largest,
which was seized by Russia in
the opening weeks of the war.

Moscow is demanding that
Ukraine withdraw from the
areas of the eastern region of
Donetsk that Russian troops
have failed to occupy in their
drive to secure all of the Don-
bas, which also includes the
Luhansk region.

Kyiv, however, wants
the fighting halted at the
current lines.

production of arms
and ammunition
by 22 times during
the course of the
Ukraine conflict

MYANMAR GOES TO POLLS

Myanmar heads to the polls Sunday as it
battles a civil war that has ravaged parts of

the country as well as one of Asia's worst
humanitarian crises. Already one of Southeast
Asia's poorest countries, Myanmar has been
hammered by a conflict triggered by a 2021

coup in which the military ousted an elected
civilian government led by Nobel Peace Prize
winner Aung San Suu Kyi
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Under a US compromise,
a free economic zone would
be set up if Ukrainian troops
pull back from parts of the
Donetsk region, though de-
tails have yet to be worked
out.

Axios quoted Zelenskyy as
saying that if he is not able to
push the US to back Ukraine's
position on the land issue, he
was willing to put the 20-point
plan to a referendum - as long
as Russia agrees to a 60-day
ceasefire allowing Ukraine to
prepare for and hold the vote.

Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov said
Kyiv's version of the 20-point
plan differed from what Rus-
sia had been discussing with
the US, according to the Inter-
fax-Russia news agency.

But he expressed optimism
that matters had reached a
"turning point" in the search
for a settlement.

Putin's foreign policy aide,
Yuri Ushakov, spoke with
members of the Trump ad-
ministration after Moscow
received US proposals about a
possible peace deal, the Krem-
lin said Friday. It did not dis-
close how Moscow had viewed
the documents.

Wife seeks justice after

Rattled Russia pounds Ukraine hubby dies in Canadian

. hospital Waltmg trlage

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Toronto (Canada), Dec 27:
Wife of a 44-year-old Indian-or-
igin man who died due to sus-
pected cardiac arrest await-
ing treatment for over eight
hours at a Canadian hospital
wants to see staff at the facil-
ity held accountable, a media
report has said.

On Saturday, an Indian com-
munity leader drew attention to
the inadequacy of hospital beds
in Canada leading to a late tri-
age that resulted in the death
of Prashant Sreekumar at Grey
Nuns Hospital in Edmonton,
capital of Alberta province in
northwest Canada.

Prashant, an accountant, was
taken to the hospital after he
experienced severe chest pains
while at work December 22. At
the hospital, he was checked in
at triage and then made to sit in
the waiting room.

Hospital staff did an electro-
cardiogram (ECG), offered him
some Tylenol for his pain, but
kept him waiting even as nurs-
es checked Prashant's blood
pressure. After more than eight
hours, when Prashant was fi-
nally called into the treatment
area, he died within seconds in
what was apparently a cardiac
arrest, local media said.

“I want justice for Prashant,”
Niharika said in an interview
with Postmedia late Friday.
“She wants to see hospital staff
held accountable for the way
her husband was treated in
the emergency department, and
questions whether negligence
or even racism played a role,”
Calgary Sun, one of the news
outlets of the parent company
Postmedia, said.

“We are all Canadian cit-

Fresh truce between Thailand, Cambodia

REUTERS

Bangkok, Dec 27: Thailand
and Cambodia ended weeks
of fierce border clashes Sat-
urday with a second ceasefire
in recent months in the worst
fighting in years between the
Southeast Asian nations.

The ceasefire was holding, a
Thai Defence Ministry spokes-
person, Rear Admiral Surasant
Kongsiri, told Reuters about
two hours after it went into ef-
fect at noon (0500 GMT).

"So far there's been no report
of gunfire," he said.

Cambodia's Ministry of Na-
tional Defence did not report
any clashes after what it said
had been a Thai airstrike ear-
ly Saturday before the ceasefire
announcement.

The agreement, signed by
Thai Defence Minister Nat-
thaphon Narkphanit and his
Cambodian counterpart Tea
Seiha, ended 20 days of fighting
that killed at least 101 people
and displaced more than half
a million on both sides and
included fighter-jet sorties,
exchanges of rocket fire and
artillery barrages.

The clashes were reignited
early this month after a break-
down in a ceasefire that US
President Donald Trump and
Malaysian Prime Minister An-

to adopt mechanisms such as
"negative lists" to open restrict-
ed sectors to foreign firms.

Renewed border clashes have
killed at least 101

Border disputes date back
more than a century

war Ibrahim had helped bro-
ker to halt a previous round of
fighting.

"Both sides agree to main-
tain current troop deployments
without further movement," the
ministers said in a joint state-
ment on the ceasefire.

"Any reinforcement would
heighten tensions and nega-
tively affect long-term efforts to
resolve the situation," accord-
ing to the statement released
on social media by Cambodia.

For more than a century,
Thailand and Cambodia have

The revision also adds a pro-
vision that foreign trade should
"serve national economic and

contested sovereignty at vari-
ous undemarcated points along
their 817-km (508-mile) land
border - a dispute that has oc-
casionally exploded into skir-
mishes and fighting.

The new ceasefire will be
monitored by an observer
team from the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations bloc
as well as direct coordination
between both countries, Nat-
thaphon said.

Tensions between the two
neighbours came to a head in
July, when they clashed for five
days along some parts of the
frontier, leaving at least 48 peo-
ple dead and 300,000 displaced
before Trump intervened to
bring about a truce.

social development" and help
build China into a "strong trad-
ing nation", Xinhua said.

It further "expands and im-
proves" the legal toolkit for
countering external challenges,
according to the report.

The revision focuses on areas
such as digital and green trade,
along with intellectual property
provisions, key improvements
China needs to make to meet
the standards of the Com-
prehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership, rather than the
trade defence tools the 2020
revamp honed in on following
four years of tariff war with the
first Trump administration.

Beijing is also sharpening the
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izens. We have worked and
paid so much into the tax
bucket in this country and the
onetime Prashant needed med-
ical help, he was not given it,”
Niharika said.

Prashant's sudden passing
has left Niharika devastated,
the Calgary Sun said, adding, at
the same time, she doesn't know
how she will financially sustain
herself and three children, aged
three, 10 and 14.

Meanwhile, family friend
and Indian community leader
Varinder Bhullar, who would
use Prashant's accounting ser-
vices, said Canada's health care
system is deteriorating. “It's
getting worse,” as compared
to the time 30 years ago when
he had come to Canada, he said.

Pointing out that typically,
people with chest pain do get
attention promptly, Bhullar
said, “In this case, they did do
an ECG when he walked into
the ward with chest pain. There
was no issue in the ECG. Then
they did some blood work, in
which too, they did not detect
anything,” he told PTI Videos.

So, he said, he believes
it kind of gave them a
“false indication.”

Italy loosens court
control over public
tenders, amid stirs

REUTERS

Rome, Dec 27: Italy's parlia-
ment Saturday approved a
reform that loosens controls
and sanctions regarding pub-
lic tenders, amid protests from
magistrates and opposition
lawmakers who say it will en-
courage wasteful spending and
possible illegality.

The reform, presented by
Giorgia Meloni's coalition two
years ago, limits the powers of
Italy's powerful court of audi-
tors, responsible for ensuring
compliance with Italian and
European Union rules on the
use of public funds.

Meloni's right-wing govern-
ment has clashed frequently
with various branches of Ita-
ly's judiciary, accusing judges
of leftist bias and hampering its
initiatives on areas from public
works to immigration.

Just two months ago the au-
ditors' court refused to autho-
rise a landmark government
plan to build a bridge connect-
ing Sicily to the mainland, a
ruling denounced by Meloni
as "intolerable interference."

The bill was passed in the
upper house Senate Saturday
by 93 votes to 51.

Trade Law to boost trade war capabilities

wording of its powers in antic-
ipation of potential lawsuits
from private firms, which are
becoming increasingly prom-
inent in China, according to
trade diplomats.

"Ministries have become
more concerned about private
sector criticism," said one
Western trade diplomat with
decades' of experience working
with China. "China is a rule-of-
law country, so the government
can stop a company's shipment,
but it needs a reason."

"It's not totally lawless here.
Better to have everything writ-
ten out in black and white,"
they added, requesting ano-
nymity, as they were not au-
thorised to speak with media.
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It has touched
an all-time
high of $80.62

billion in 2024-25.
We are hopeful

that this year
(2026), FDI may
cross the last year's
data of $80.62 billion

AMARDEEP SINGH BHATIA | SECRETARY, DPIIT
As India's
GCC land-
scape con-

tinues to evolve,

flexible space op- \
erators will remain A/,
indispensable part- SSS5S

ners, offering flexibility, faster speed
to market, and enterprise-grade
infrastructure that global compa-
nies require, to scale efficientlyina
highly competitive market

SHRINIVAS RAO | CEO, VESTIAN

The Petro-
‘ leum and
Natural Gas's

progressive and
forward-looking

-
reforms would ‘ : k
directly benefit x .

households and daily commuters
by making CNG and PNG more
affordable

ABHILESH GUPTA | MD AND CEO, THINK GAS

SHORT TAKES

" PNB reports loan
fraud of 32,434cr

New Delhi: State-owned
Punjab National Bank
reported a loan fraud of Rs
2,434 crore committed by
former promoters of SREI
Equipment Finance Ltd (SEFL)
and SREI Infrastructure
Finance Ltd (SIFL) to the
banking sector regulator,
the Reserve Bank. These two
entities with financial debt
amounting to Rs 32,700 crore
went through resolution
under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code and the
new promoter National Asset
Reconstruction Company Ltd
- (NARCL) acquired them in
December 2023. The bank has
reported a case of borrowing
fraud to the RBI against the
erstwhile promoters of SEFL
and SIFL, amounting to Rs
1,240.94 crore and Rs 1,193.06
crore, respectively.

M IndiGo faces T13L
fine related to GST

New Delhi: IndiGo has
been slapped with a penalty
of little over Rs 13 lakh in
relation to the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), and

the company will contest
the ruling. The Office of the
Assistant Commissioner

of State Tax, Excise and
Taxation Department, Punjab
has imposed the penalty of
Rs 13,28,255 pertaining to the
financial year 2021-22. "The
department has raised GST
demand along with penalty.
The company believes that
the order passed by the
authorities is erroneous.
Further, the company
believes that it has a strong
case on merits, backed

by advice from external

tax advisors.

Silver rallies 158% Y'T'D, $100 per ounce possible in 2026
P

The white metal
significantly outpaces
gold’s gain of over 70%

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 27: Silver has
delivered exceptional returns of
158 per cent year-to-date (YTD)
in 2025, with domestic spot
rates rising nearly Rs 1,45,000
per kg or around 170 per cent
this year.

Strong industrial demand,
tight supply, robust ETF in-
flows and US Federal Reserve
rate cuts and hopes of addition-
al cuts could even take silver to

$100 per ounce, analysts said.
Industry experts said that
key demand drivers for silver
include industrial use in elec-
tric vehicles, solar, semicon-
ductors and data centres.
Further a multi-year structur-
al supply deficit — 148.9 million
ounces in 2024, has buoyed in-
vestor sentiments along with ex-
pectations of further Fed easing
of 0.75 per cent and at least two
rate cuts next year. A weaker
dollar, geopolitical tensions are
also boosting precious-metal
demand beyond industrial use.
Geopolitical tensions have
increased due to the US block-
ade of Venezuelan crude, Rus-

F1Is dump shares
worth <1.58L-cr

Foreign investors selling cross Rs 22,100cr in Dec

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 27: Robust
GDP growth and prospects
of improvement in corporate
earnings next year augur well
for positive foreign institution-
al investor (FII) flows in 2026,
analysts said Saturday, even as
sell figure in December crossed
Rs 22,130 crore.

Foreign institutional inves-
tors have net sold shares worth
Rs 1,58,407 crore in CY25, mark-
ing their heaviest selling since
they started investing in India.
Analysts however said that
there are signs of a reversal of
foreign institutional investor
outflows due to macro strength
and earnings visibility.

"As the year 2025 draws to a
close, FII selling in India is on
track to set a new record in out-
flows," said VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist,
Geojit Investments Ltd.

In 2024, FIIs have been sell-
ing through the exchanges, as
much as Rs 1,21,210 crore worth
of equities. However, for the
year, the net FII inflow was pos-
itive since they had invested Rs
1,21,637 crore through the prima-
ry market. But for 2025, the net
sales figure is massive, he added.

The sustained selling by FIIs

As the year 2025 draws
to a close, Fll selling in
India is on track to set a
new record in outflows

VK VIJAYAKUMAR I CHIEF INVESTMENT
STRATEGIST, GEOJIT INVESTMENTS

that improvement in funda-
mentals is likely to attract net
FII inflows in 2026.

Analysts said that sustained
FII selling, along with the high
trade deficit, contributed sig-
nificantly to the depreciation of
the rupee in 2025. The rupee's
annual depreciation is around
5 per cent, and it dipped mar-
ginally Friday amid crude oil
price recovery. Meanwhile, Net
foreign direct investment (FDI)
in India nearly doubled to $6.2
billion during April October
from $3.3 billion a year earlier,
primarily due to fall in repatri-
ation of foreign capital despite
arise in outward FDI.

investment demand,
persistent supply

shortfalls, its recent

designation as a US

critical mineral, and a
wave of momentum-

driven buying

US military strike against ISIS
in Nigeria.

MCX silver March futures
had touched an intraday high
of Rs 2,32,741 per kg Friday.

Several analysts now view the
$100 per ounce milestone as at-
tainable in 2026, with the ma-
jority of them predicting $70-
$85 per ounce range for silver

next year, adding that silver’s
high-beta nature could acceler-
ate gains once major resistance
levels are breached.

Regarding silver's outlook in
2026, a recent report from Axis
Mutual Fund warned overvalu-
ation could lead to ETF out-
flows or a downturn in copper
could also weigh on prices.

“Overall, our outlook for silver
is constructive with multiple tail-
winds sustaining its rally even as
valuations stretch,” it said.

Central Banks’ preference for
gold over silver may limit its of-
ficial demand support. Possible
substitution in industrial uses
also poses a risk.

In a first, SIP inflows
cross I3 lakh crore

Systematic investment
plans accounted for 37%
of gross inflows into
active equity schemes in
the first 10 months of 2025

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 27: Investors
have poured over Rs 3 lakh
crore into mutual fund schemes
through systematic investment
plans until November, for the
first time in a calendar year.

The data from Association of
Mutual Funds in India (AMFT)
said SIP inflows in the calendar
year touched Rs 3.04 trillion
(lakh crore) for the first time,
up from Rs 2.69 trillion in 2024.

The rise in SIP inflows came
as investors increasingly relied
on the staggered investment
route amid market volatility,
which helped to offset a decline
in lump-sum investments.

Lump-sum investments into
active equity schemes stood
at Rs 3.9 trillion as of October
2025, down from Rs 5.9 trillion
ayear earlier, while SIP invest-
ments in active equity schemes
rose 3 per cent to Rs 2.3 trillion
in the same period, AMFI data
showed.

“SIPs have emerged as
India’s preferred long-term
wealth-building habit, helping
investors maintain discipline

SIPs have emerged as In-
‘ dia’s preferred long-term
wealth-building habit,

helping investors maintain
discipline through market
volatility while steadily deep-
ening equity participation
across market cycles

VENKAT CHALASANI | CHIEF EXECUTIVE, AMFI

through market volatility while
steadily deepening equity par-
ticipation across market cy-
cles,” said Venkat Chalasani,
chief executive, AMFI.

SIPs accounted for 37 per
cent of gross inflows into active
equity schemes in the first 10
months of 2025, up from 27 per
cent in 2024, with active equity
schemes garnering around 80
per cent of total SIP flows.

SIP inflows in November
remained almost steady at Rs

Malabar launches Mine Diamond Festival

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: Mala-
bar Gold & Diamonds Saturday
launched its Mine Diamond
Festival at the Saheed Nagar
showroom, offering customers
up to 30 per cent off on diamond
value, along with attractive of-
fers on platinum jewellery.
The festival comes at a time
when diamond jewellery buy-
ing in India is witnessing a shift
from being wedding-centric to
serving diverse occasions such
as milestone gifting, anniver-
saries, career achievements,
self-purchase and every day
wear. Tapping into this evolv-
ing consumer mindset, the

Housing sales volume down
14% in 2025 in 7 major cities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: Housing
sales declined 14 per cent this
year to nearly 3.96 lakh units
across seven major cities, main-
ly due to high prices and poor
demand following layoffs in the
IT sector, but rose 6 per cent in
value terms to Rs 6 lakh crore,
according to Anarock.

The average housing price
rose by 8 per cent in the top
seven cities.

On Friday, Anarock, one of
the country's leading real es-
tate consultants, released data
on India's seven major primary
housing markets.

Housing sales in the top
seven cities witnessed a 14 per
cent decline in 2025 to 3,95,625
units, from 4,59,645 units in the
preceding year, the consultant
said, while attributing the fall

to hardening property prices,
layoffs in the IT sector, geopo-
litical tensions and other eco-
nomic uncertainties.

Sales declined in six major
cities, Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), Delhi-NCR,
Bengaluru, Pune, Kolkata and
Hyderabad, while the demand
rose only in Chennai.

As per the data, the housing
sales in MMR fell 18 per cent to
1,27,875 units this year, from
1,55,335 units in 2024.

Mine Diamond Festival show-
cases certified natural diamond
jewellery from Malabar’s exclu-
sive brand, Mine Diamonds.
Running from December 20,
2025, to January 26, 2026, the

festival features a wide range
of designs including solitaires,
lightweight daily-wear jewel-
lery, celebration pieces and
bridal collections. Customers
can explore necklaces, ear-

rings, rings, studs, layered
chains and coordinated sets,
catering to both first-time buy-
ers and those upgrading their
collections.

Reaffirming the brand’s focus
on transparency and trust, MP
Ahammed, Chairman, Malabar
Gold & Diamonds said, “To-
day’s customers want natural
diamonds that seamlessly fit
into everyday life, backed by
complete clarity on certifica-
tion and pricing.”

Customers can also benefit
from lifetime maintenance,
one-year free insurance
and a buyback guarantee,
with transparent pricing
clearly displayed.

Reliance Foundation announces
2025-26 scholarship results

POST NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai, Dec 27: On the eve
of the 93rd birth anniversary
of Reliance Founder Dhirubhai
Ambani, Reliance Foundation
announced the results of its
prestigious Undergraduate and
Postgraduate Scholarships for
the academic year 2025-26.

A total of 5,100 students—
including 5,000 undergradu-
ates and 100 postgraduates—
have been selected from over
1.25 lakh applicants across
15,544 institutes, represent-
ing 28 states and four Union
Territories. Selected UG
scholars will receive financial
assistance of up to Rs 2 lakh,
while PG scholars will receive
grants of up to Rs 6 lakh.

—

Reliance Foundation Scholarships 2025-26

5,100 scholars selected

Excallance

= J
Aspirations.
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The current cohort forms
part of Reliance Foundation’s
2022 commitment to award
50,000 scholarships over 10
years. With this, the Foun-
dation has awarded 33,471
scholarships till date, nur-
turing academic excellence
and leadership among Indian
youth.

"India's youth have shown
incredible drive, hard work

and talent, and our scholar-
ships aim to provide men-
toring, an excellent peer
network and more, in addi-
tion to the financial grants
to accelerate their journey.
Our Reliance Foundation
Scholars demonstrate excel-
lence and confidence in their
chosen disciplines, pursuing
remarkable professional
goals and we are privileged
to support them in their jour-
ney. As we welcome the new
cohort of 5,100 extraordinary
UG and PG scholars, we en-
courage them to continue to
push boundaries, think big
and ahead, and accelerate
progress towards a Viksit
Bharat," said a spokesperson
from Reliance Foundation.

29,445 crore, slightly lower than
the Rs 29,529 crore recorded in
October.

Despite this minor dip,
overall investor participation
in mutual funds stayed strong
during the month.

Net equity inflows saw a
healthy rise, increasing to Rs
29,894 crore in November from
Rs 24,671 crore in October.

The industry’s total assets
under management also grew,
touching Rs 80.80 lakh crore
compared to Rs 79.87 1akh crore
in the previous month.

“The month’s flows under-
score a constructive risk appe-
tite, supported by deep domes-
tic liquidity, strong and sticky
retail SIP participation, and
optimism about India’s medi-
um-term economic and corpo-
rate earnings outlook,” market
experts said.

Zepto files confidential
IPO papers with Sebi;
eyes Z11K-cr via issue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: Quick
commerce unicorn Zepto has
filed preliminary papers with
markets regulator Sebi to raise
Rs 11,000 crore through its ini-
tial public offering (IPO) using
a confidential route, people
familiar with the development
said Saturday.

The company is targeting a
stock market listing sometime
next year, a move that could
make it one of the youngest
startups to debut on Indian ex-
changes.

If the listing goes through,
Zepto will join its rivals Zomato
and Swiggy, both of which are
already listed on the exchanges.

According to the people fa-
miliar with the development,
Zepto has filed "the pre-filed
draft red herring prospectus
with Sebi and the stock ex-
changes...in relation to the
proposed initial public offering
of its equity shares on the main-
board of the stock exchanges".

Zepto has opted for the confi-
dential pre-filing route, which
allows the company to engage
with the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (Sebi)
for initial feedback on its draft
document without it being pub-
licly disclosed.

This route has been increas-
ingly favoured by companies
seeking more flexibility in their
IPO preparations and respond-
ing to market conditions before
a public filing.

Eternal, which owns Zomato
and quick commerce platform
Blinkit, was listed in 2021,
while Swiggy, which operates
Instamart, made its stock mar-
ket debut in November 2024.

This public-market push
comes following strong private
funding support.

Valued at $7 billion, Zepto
has raised a total of $1.8 bil-
lion, or about Rs 16,000 crore,
from marquee investors since
its inception. In October 2025,
the company raised $450 mil-
lion (about Rs 3,757.5 crore)
in a funding round led by the
California Public Employees'
Retirement System (CalPERS)
at a valuation of $7 billion.

Zepto achieved unicorn sta-
tus in August 2023, after rais-
ing $200 million in its Series E
funding round, which valued
the startup at $1.4 billion.

Capital Toyota hosts
two-day boot camp

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: Cap-
ital Toyota, Bhubaneswar or-
ganised the Toyota Off-Road
Boot Camp Saturady, with the
experiential event continuing
till December 28 at Kalyani OM-
FED Ground, Jagannathpur,
Nakhara.

The initiative offered Toyota
customers and automobile en-
thusiasts a first-hand experi-
ence of off-road driving in con-
trolled real-world conditions.

The two-day programme
showcased Toyota’s renowned
four-wheel-drive capabilities,
with a special focus on the Toy-
ota Hilux and Toyota Fortuner.

Participants were provid-
ed hands-on opportunities to
navigate specially designed
off-road obstacles under expert
supervision, allowing them to
understand Toyota’s engineer-
ing excellence, safety standards
and strong off-road DNA.

The Toyota Hilux 4x4 demon-
strated its global reputation
for durability, powered by a
2.8-litre GD diesel engine de-
livering high torque. Its robust
ladder-frame chassis, advanced
four-wheel-drive system with
low-range transfer case and su-
perior suspension highlighted
its capability across extreme
terrains.

The Toyota Fortuner 4x4
impressed participants with
its advanced drivetrain, com-
manding ground clearance
and strong body-on-frame con-
struction. The SUV showcased
a blend of luxury, comfort and
off-road performance, reaffirm-
ing its benchmark position in
the premium SUV segment.

The event was held in the
presence of Satish Garg,
Chairman, Gargson Group;
Siddharth Garg, Managing
Director, Capital Toyota; and
Champak Kumar Das, General
Manager, Capital Toyota.
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Eng’s drought-breaking wm

Stokes & Co
claim first test win in
Australia in I5 years
defeating the hosts
by four wickets in a
frenetic Boxing Day
contest

REUTERS

Melbourne, Dec 27: England
celebrated their first test win in
Australia in 15 years Saturday
as they chased down 175 runs
for a four-wicket Ashes victory
completed in two manic days at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Though the hosts had already
locked away the urn after three
straight victories in Perth, Bris-
bane and Adelaide, Ben Stokes's
men gave their travelling ar-
my of fans a consolation prize
for staying loyal through the
depths of a mostly dismal tour.

Their nerves were jangling
when England were reduced to
165 for six, 10 runs short of vic-
tory, but Harry Brook (18 not
out) and Jamie Smith (three not
out) held on, with the winning
run taken with four leg byes off
pace bowler Mitchell Starc.

It was England's first test
victory in Australia since the
2010/11 Ashes, when Andrew
Strauss's team thumped the
hosts by an innings and 83 runs
in the fifth match of the series
at the Sydney Cricket Ground.

For Stokes and long-time com-
rade Joe Root, winless in Ashes
tours dating back to 2013/14, it
was a day of joy and relief.

England were under fire after
surrendering the urn meekly in
Adelaide, and amid reports of
heavy drinking during the mid-
tour break in Noosa.

"There's been a lot thrown at
this team, and the way that we
responded throughout these
two days has been excellent,"
said Root.

The victory came without
injured paceman Jofra Archer,
while Gus Atkinson was out of
service due to a hamstring strain
early on day two after Australia

SHORT TAKES

Mhatre named India
captain for U19 WC

Mumbai: Ayush Mhatre was
Saturday named captain of the
15-member Indian side for the
U-19 World Cup to be held in
Zimbabwe and Namibia from
January 15 to February 6 next
year. However, along with Vihaan
Malhotra, Mhatre will miss the
preceding assignment to South
Africa -- a three-match ODI series
-- due to their respective wrist
injuries. In their absence, batting
prodigy Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
will captain India on the tour

of South Africa where all the
three ODIs will be played at
Benoni January 3, 5 and 7. Aaron
George will be the vice-captain.
Both Mhatre and Malhotra

-- who has been named vice
captain for the U19 World Cup

-- will report to the Centre of
Excellence in Bangalore for
further management of their
injuries before joining the Indian
team. Sooryavanshi and George
have also been named in the

U19 World Cup team. India will
begin their campaign against the
USA January 15 at the Queens
Sports Club, Bulawayo, followed
by matches against Bangladesh
January 17 at the same venue and
New Zealand January 24.

Salah’s Egypt into
knockout round

Rabat: Mohamed Salah scored
again for Egypt's 10 men as his
team reached the Africa Cup of
Nations knockout stage, while
host Morocco was forced to

wait as VAR provided the main
talking point Friday. Morocco
was held 1-1 by Mali in the late
Group A game with both teams
awarded penalties following VAR
decisions. Earlier, Egypt held on
to beat South Africa 1-0 and was
grateful that another spot kick
wasn't given. Salah, who secured
the Pharaohs' opening win with
a stoppage-time strike against
Zimbabwe Monday, did it again
in Agadir and his penalty before
the break secured progression
from Group B. South Africa
should arguably have been given
a penalty in stoppage time when
Yasser Ibrahim blocked a shot
with his arm. Salah converted his
penalty after he was struck in the
face by the hand of the retreating
South Africa forward Lyle Foster.

That Indian side wasn't great:
Cook on Eng’'s 2-2 home draw

atting great Alistair Cook said England's 2-2 home series draw against Shub-

man Gill-led India was against “not a great Indian side”, flagging concerns
over the team's preparation for the Ashes, in which they are currently trailing
0-3. The five-match series against India ended in a 2-2 draw earlier this year.
It was Gill's maiden assignment as Test captain and the young batter finished
the series with a prolific 754 runs, including four centuries. Cook said England's
recent results had masked deeper issues, creating an illusion of progress. "They
started off with a bang, Key, McCullum and Stokes. | think McCullum won his first
eight out of 10 games or something the first year. Since then it's gone downhill,"
Cook said on the opening day of the ongoing Boxing Day Test at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground. "This year | think their percentage of win is like just above 30
percent so it's a bit of a downward trend. "...I like Rob Key, I like McCullum, I like
how they think but I do think they've, this last little bit, they have taken our eye
off the ball for the bigger series." Citing the five-Test series against India, Cook
said, "... they were talking about India, they lost, they drew India and India just
got thumped by South Africa. So that Indian side wasn't a great Indian side ei-
ther. "So actually it's a reality, it's just hit this England Test team and now they're
going to decide how they want to play with what players afterwards."
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BEN STOKES | CAPTAIN, ENGLAND

had resumed with a 46-run lead
and 10 wickets in hand.

But with the help of a sport-
ing pitch and some injudicious
Australian batting, the tourists
routed the hosts for 132 in 34.3

overs midway through the sec-
ond session. England's support-
ers could be forgiven for feeling
uneasy about the chase, given
how lamentable the tourists'
batting has been throughout the
series, but the top order func-
tioned well, with three batters
making vital contributions.
Zak Crawley (37) and Ben
Duckett (34) set the tone, rac-
ing to a 51-run partnership at
more than seven runs-per-over
before Starc shattered Duckett's
stumps. However, 22-year-old
Jacob Bethell, the replacement

Tilottama wins 50m rifle 3P

gold at shootmg Nat|onals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhopal, Dec 27: Teenage Benga-
luru shooter Tilottama Sen gave
a composed performance to win
the women's 50m rifle 3-Positions
gold at the National Shooting
Championships, here Saturday.
The 17-year-old, who was the
youngest Indian shooter to se-
cure a Paris Olympics quota
place for the country, took the top
podium spot with a score of 466.9.
Kerala's Vidarsa K Vinod se-
cured the silver medal with 462.9,
finishing four points adrift, while
Railways'rifle stalwart Ayonika
Paul completed the podium with
the bronze after scoring 451.8.
Earlier, Tilottama had topped

the qualification round with 591,
underscoring her consistency
across standing, kneeling and
prone positions.

Vidarsa followed closely in
second place with 589, while Ti-
lottama's Karnataka statemate
Anushka Thokur finished third
in qualification with 588.

In the final, Anushka narrow-
ly missed out on a medal, finish-
ing fourth with 441.2. Ayushi
Podder was placed fifth with
430.6, followed by Ashi Chouk-
sey, who finished with 430.6 after
qualifying with a score of 585.

Shriyanka Sadangi (403.9 in
final and 585 in qualification)
and Ramita (403.8, 586) rounded
off the final lineup.

The Test was
wrapped up inside
two days on a surface
that heavily favoured
the fast bowlers,

with not a single over
delivered by a spinner
across the match

for the dropped Ollie Pope, kept
the momentum in England's fa-
vour in just his fifth test, put-
ting on 47 runs for the third
wicket before Scott Boland
trapped Crawley lbw for 37.

The series now heads to Syd-
ney for the fifth and final Test
January 4, with England restor-
ing pride after a bruising Ashes
campaign which saw them lose
the first three games in Perth,
Brisbane, and Adelaide as Aus-
tralia retained the urn.

BRIEF SCORES
Australia 152 & 132 (Travis Head
46, Steven Smith 24; Brydon
Carse 4-34, Ben Stokes 3-24) lost
to England 110 & 178/6 (Jacob
Bethell 40, Zak Crawley 37; Scott
Boland 2-29, Jhye Richardson
2-22) by four wickets
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INDIAN WOMEN'S LEAGUE

Nita FA win again as Pyari’s
hat-trick run continues

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, Dec 27: Nita Foot-
ball Academy continued their
impressive run in the Indian
Women’s League 2025-26, de-
feating Kickstart FC 5-0 at the
National Centre of Excellence
Saturday.

Pyari Xaxa (2, 31’, 76’) scored
her second hat-trick in as many
matches, helping her side take the
game away from Kickstart in the
first halfitself. Nita FA’s Togolese
forward Amiratou N’'Djambara
(38’) and India U20 international
Neha (64°) scored one each.

Nita FA remain at the top of
the league at the moment, with
seven points from three match-
es, after their second win by a
margin of five goals. They won
their last game 6-1 against Se-
sa FA. Kickstart, meanwhile,
are yet to score a point in their
three matches, and now lan-
guish in the relegation zone.

The side from Cuttack seems
to have developed a propensity
to score early goals, and they
opened the scoring against
Kickstart just as the clock
ticked into the second minute.
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Nita FA remain at the
top of the league at
the moment, with
seven points from
three matches

Neha produced a perfect cross
from the left that Pyari, rushing
in at the far post, tapped in.

The 19-year-old was a men-
ace down the left wing and kept
troubling Kickstart in the early
exchanges.

Kickstart began to gain some
foothold in the game after the
opening exchanges, Kiran Pisda
playing a key role for them in
the middle. Nita FA goalkeeper
Adrija Sarkhel had to pull off a
diving save to keep a long shot
by Kiran out in the 12th minute.
The latter produced another
shot from long range, this time
on the turn, but Adrija managed
to tip it around the post.

Nita FA head coach Paromita
Sit, realising that her side was
losing control of the game, made
an early substitution, bringing
on Jasoda Munda in place of

~
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Dominant eves eye fourth
successive win over SL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec
27: Formidable India will
be eager to register a domi-
nance-extending fourth victo-
ry on the bounce in the fourth
Women's T20I against Sri Lan-
ka here Sunday.

The Harmanpreet Kaur-
led team has not even given a
chance to its Lankan counter-
parts to compete in this five-
match series, which currently
stands 3-0 in favour of the hosts.

It is evident in the fact that In-
dia, who chased in all three pre-
ceding matches, have not batted
more than 14.4 overs, have not
lost more than three wickets,
and have never faced a target
in excess of 129.

The primary credit-holders
for that overwhelming success
are Indian bowlers. Seasoned
spinner Deepti Sharma took four
wickets across two matches, and
Renuka Singh equalled that feat
in a single match at the Green-
field Stadium here Friday.

The toss also might have
played a small part as Harman-

preet called it right on all three
occasions and elected to field,
giving her bowlers a chance
to operate in conditions with
lesser dew. But the bowlers have
maximised that opportunity
spectacularly, not allowing any
of the Sri Lankan batters to cross
an individual 40 so far.

In this series, India also have
tried various combinations as
well. Arundhati Reddy played
the first two matches, while Re-
nuka came in for her pace col-
league in the next contest.

“We have been trying differ-
ent combinations with the (T20)
World Cup (2026) in mind. We
want to keep our standards
high after winning the (ODI)
World Cup recently. And we
want our standard and perfor-
mance to remain high,” said
Renuka in the post-match press
conference here.

The Indian batters too have
backed the bowlers with a crush-
ing show with Shafali Verma
and Jemimah Rodrigues leading
the parade with a fifty each.

Sabalenka, Kyrgios await ‘Battle of the Sexes’ challenge

In the original 1973 "Battle of the Sexes", women's
trailblazer Billie Jean King beat then 55-year-old
former Grand Slam champion Bobby Riggs, who had
maintained that women's tennis was inferior to
the men's game

REUTERS

Dubai, Dec 27: World number
one Aryna Sabalenka and Aus-
tralian Nick Kyrgios said they
were excited about facing the
unknown when they meet in
Sunday's "Battle of the Sexes"
exhibition match that has divid-
ed opinion in the tennis world.

Sunday's showdown between
four-times Grand Slam champi-
on Sabalenka and former world
number 13 Kyrgios is seen by
many as entertainment, but
critics believe it risks undermin-

ing women's tennis by trivialis-
ing decades of progress toward
equality. The duo said they were
not paying too much attention to
the debate surrounding the con-
test at Dubai's Coca-Cola Arena.

"This event is really unpre-
dictable, and I don't know what
to expect," Sabalenka told re-
porters Saturday.

"That's what I love because
this is the feeling you chase
when you play sport, these
unpredictable situations, and
I love to challenge myself. For
me, it's a huge challenge, es-

pecially playing Nick, the guy
who's unpredictable and crazy.
"That's great training for me
and that's a great message to the
girls out there. I hope they're go-
ing to watch, and they're going
to see how strong and tough I

am to have the guts to challenge
myself to play against the guy,"
she added.

In the original 1973 "Battle of
the Sexes", women's trailblaz-
er Billie Jean King beat then
55-year-old former Grand Slam

B Sabalenka embracing the
unpredictability of exhibition
match

B Kyrgios sees event as a chance
to promote unity in sport

B Critics say match risks
undermining women's tennis

champion Bobby Riggs, who had
maintained that women's tennis
was inferior to the men's game.
Kyrgios said the world need-
ed more collaborative efforts like
his match against Sabalenka.
"There's too much division
and too much fighting and not
enough teamwork," Kyrgios said.
"So regardless of the outcome,
obviously I'm not saying I don't
want to win, but I want to win.
"I think it shows that we can do
some pretty incredible things to-
gether in sport," he added.

Poonam. Her tactic paid div-
idends soon enough. Neha
produced another cross in the
31st minute, as Pyari poked it
in on the volley.

Two goals already to her
name, Pyari soon turned pro-
vider when Ghanaian midfield-
er Matilda Kwao barged upfield
to play to the former, who, with
one touch, set Amiratou up to
score the third of the game.

Kickstart started the second
half with more intent, though
the Nita FA defence managed to
hold on. Their best chance came
in the 49th minute, when substi-
tute Olivia Chanu’s cross was
brought down by Kiran, who set
it up for Lhingneilam Kipgen to
have a crack, but Adrija was up
to the task once again, diving to
keep Kickstart out.

After setting up the first two
goals, Neha finally got one of her
own when Matilda played her
through on the left. The 19-year-old
burst into the box and smashed it
into the bottom corner. Pyari got
her second hat-trick of the season
in the 78th minute, finishing off
any thoughts of a fightback that
Kickstart may have had.
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FIDE WORLD RAPID

CHAMPIONSHIPS

Erigaisi, Gukesh
in joint lead
with Carlsen

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Doha, Dec 27: Reigning
classical world champion D
Gukesh, Arjun Erigaisi and
world No 1 Magnus Carlsen
were among the leaders af-
ter the first five rounds on
the opening day of the FIDE
World Rapid Championships
here Thursday.

The trio shared the top spot
on 4.5 points alongside Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave and Vladislav
Artemiev.

Carlsen was in great form on
day one winning the four games
easily but he was held to a draw
in the fifth and final round by
Erigaisi late Friday as both
ended up on 4.5 points.

In the Queen's Gambit De-
clined, the Norwegian and
the young Indian GM went
for a line which quickly tran-
sitioned into an equal queen
and rook endgame.

Carlsen did push hard for
victory but eventually reached
a rook ending where he had
had two extra “f” and “h”
pawns.

This theoretically drawn po-
sition requires precision from
the weaker side which Erigaisi
demonstrated, denying Carlsen
the perfect score on the open-
ing day.

After an unimpressive show-
ing in the Global Chess League
in Mumbai recently, Gukesh
had a great run after starting
with a draw in round one. He
then went on to notch up four
wins to join the leaders.

Meanwhile, Women's World
champion in classical chess,
Ju Wenjun, ended the day on 3
points as well.
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