Tara’s offensive

After AP Dhillon’s Mumbai
concert went viral, Tara Sutaria
hits back at netizens with a
sharp social media post
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The US is offering Ukraine security

¥ guarantees for 15 years as part

of a proposed peace plan, says
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
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(Bl chargesheets 16
in Sl posting scam

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: The
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion Monday filed chargesheet
against 16 accused involved in
- Sub-inspector (SI) recruitment
test scam. The chargesheet
consisting around 1,000 pages
include name of the alleged
mastermind behind the scam
Shankar Prusty and others
such as Muna Mohanty, Suresh
Nayak, Biranchi Nayak.

It may be noted that that nine
accused involved in the case
were earlier arrested by the
Crime Branch. After CBI’s tak-
ing over the case, seven persons
were arrested in this connec-
tion. Besides, 114 candidates,
apprehended in connection with
this case, were later released on
bail. The scam sparked state-
wide outrage raising questions
on the conduct of recruitment
exams in the state.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

My New Year
resolution? Just to
survive

FLUT YMPY: Flautists, including students, led by young flute maestro Vivek Sonar rehearse at Marine Drive ahead of the 17th edition of the

Sengar to stay in jail

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 29: The Su-
preme Court Monday stayed
the Delhi High Court’s order
suspending the life sentence of
expelled BJP leader Kuldeep
Singh Sengar in the 2017 Unnao
rape case.

A vacation bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya Kant, and
Justices JK Maheshwari and
Augustine George Masih also
issued notice to Sengar seek-
ing his response on the CBI’s
plea challenging the high court
order.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the CBI,
urged the bench to stay the high
court order.

The bench said it would ex-
amine the matter as it required

e
LT

consideration. It said Sengar
shall not be released from cus-
tody following the high court’s
December 23 order.

Substantial questions of law
arise for consideration in the
matter, the bench said and post-
ed the matter for hearing after
four weeks.

The high court suspended the
jail term of Sengar, who was

RUSSIA CLAIMS DRONE ATTACK ON
PUTIN’S HOME; UKRAINE DENIES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Moscow, Dec 29: Russia Mon-
day claimed that 91 long-range
Ukrainian drones attempted to
attack President Vladimir Putin’s
country residence in Novgorod
region, north of Moscow.

In a televised statement, For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov
said that the drone attack in
the intervening night of Sun-
day and Monday failed to cause
any damage as the drones were
downed.

He, however, warned that
Russia reserves the right to re-

spond at an appropriate time.

Lavrov  described the
Ukrainian attacks as an at-
tempt to derail peace talks by
Kyiv and its allies.

He added that Moscow will
change its stance on peace talks
with Ukraine, but peace nego-
tiations will continue with the
team of US President Donald
Trump.

Ukraine president Volody-
myr Zelensky, however, dis-
missed the claim as “typical
Russian lies”, intended to give
the Kremlin an excuse to con-
tinue attacks on Ukraine.

serving life imprisonment in
the Unnao rape case, saying he
had already served seven years
and five months in prison.

Sengar’s sentence was sus-
pended by the high court till
the pendency of his appeal chal-
lenging his conviction and sen-
tence in the rape case. He has
challenged a December 2019
trial court verdict in the case.

The expelled BJP leader will,
however, remain in jail since
he is also serving 10 years’ im-
prisonment in the custodial
death case of the victim’s fa-
ther and has not been granted
bail in that case. The rape case
and other connected cases were
transferred to Delhi from a tri-
al court in Uttar Pradesh on
the directions of the Supreme
Court on August 1, 2019.

State’s tableau to

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: Odi-
sha’s vibrant tableau will roll
down Kartavya Path during
the Republic Day Parade 2026,
showcasing the state’s remark-
able contribution to building an
Atmanirbhar Bharat — from
agriculture to advanced semi-
conductor technology.

Based on the theme “Mantra
of Prosperity: Atmanirbhar
Bharat,” the tableau will nar-
rate state’s journey of self-re-
liance through indigenous
production, innovation, and
inclusive development. It will
highlight the state’s progress
across agriculture, sustainable

Earth to have 25-hour-long days

he notion that Earth’s

I 24-hour day might not be
permanent sounds like
science fiction, but scientists
confirm it’s happening. The
planet’s rotation is indeed slow-
ing down, meaning days will
get longer, but it’s not exactly
something to lose sleep over.
On the internet, several viral
posts are wording the long-term
scientific concept as if it might
happen soon, leading to confu-
sion and curiosity. However,
this is a super slow process,
imperceptible to humans on a
day-to-day basis. These shifts
are so small that they never dis-
rupt clocks, school schedules,

or calendars, but they do show
up in precise measurements ac-
cumulated over decades. This
change would take hundreds
of millions of years and has no
impact on our current clocks or
calendars.

Earth’s rotation is slowing
down, meaning the 24-hour
day will eventually be replaced
by a 25-hour day, but not for
roughly another 200 million
years. The rotation is slowing
down due to tidal friction from
the Moon, lengthening the day
by approximately 1.7 millisec-
onds per century.

While the long-term trend is
slowing, shorter-term fluctua-

tions caused by atmospheric
conditions or melting ice can
slightly alter the spin
speed. =
Nasa-supported
studies using ,
more than
120 years of
data show [
that melt- [i
ing ice
sheets,
shrinking
glaciers,
falling
groundwa- :
ter, and ris-
ing seas subtly
redistribute mass,

-

nudging the spin axis and add-
ing tiny fractions of a millisec-
ond to the length of the day.
_— Human-driven
warming has ac-
celerated these
effects since
A\ around 2000,
A\ especially
through
rapid ice
loss in
Greenland
and Antarc-
tica.
Modern ge-
odesy uses ra-
dio signals from
distant quasars and

annual Bansuri Utsav in Mumbai, Monday e pHoto

Maiden flight test of
Pinaka successful

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 29: The
maiden flight test of Pinaka
long-range guided rocket was
conducted successfully Mon-
day, and it impacted the target
with “textbook precision”, the
Defence Ministry said.

The test was conducted at Inte-
grated Test Range (ITR) at Chan-
dipur in Odisha. The rocket was
tested for its maximum ranges
of 120 km “demonstrating all in-
flight manoeuvres” as planned.

“The maiden flight test of
Pinaka Long Range Guided
Rocket (LRGR 120) was con-
ducted successfully at Inte-
grated Test Range, Chandipur
today,” the Ministry said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh congratulated the DRDO
on the achievement.

]

livelihoods, skill development,
startups, modern industry, and
cutting-edge technology, reflect-
ing its growing role in India’s
economic transformation.

A major attraction will be the
symbolic journey from Koraput
coffee to silicon semiconductor
chips, representing Odisha’s
transition from traditional

laser ranging to satellites to
pin down Earth’s rotation and
polar motion with exquisite
precision.

Machine learning analyses
of about 12 decades of records
reveal repeating patterns tied
mainly to water and ice, with a
smaller contribution from deep
Earth processes.

Impact on humans: If a day
suddenly became 25 hours,
we would need to rethink our
entire timekeeping system. It
would also mess with our inter-
nal clocks. Our bodies and pret-
ty much every living thing run
on a 24-hour circadian rhythm
that dictates our sleep patterns,

India’s Industrial Production (lIP)
grew at 6.7% in November 2025,
driven by strong performances in
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PCB chief Mohsin Naqvi reiterates
that India will have to come to
Dubai to collect the T20 Asia Cup

| 2025 trophy
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SC stays its
own ruling

The Supreme Court Monday
stayed its own November 20 ver-
dict on what counts as Aravalli
hills or ranges and proposed to
appoint a fresh high-powered
committee to re-examine the
issue. The move, which drew
instant applause from activists
and opposition parties, freezes—
at least for now—the Union gov-
ernment’s controversial “100-me-
tre rule”. Under that criterion
any land-form inside the notified
Aravalli districts that rises less
than 100 metre above the sur-
rounding ground is excluded
from the hill category and can
be opened to mining. Forest Sur-
vey of India data show that of
the 12,000-odd mapped hill fea-
tures scattered across the Ara-
valli landscape fewer than 1,100
meet the 100-metre cut-off, leav-
ing more than 90% of the range
outside formal legal protection

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 29: The Su-
preme Court Monday kept in
abeyance the directions in its
November 20 verdict that had
accepted a uniform definition
of the Aravalli hills and ranges.

A vacation bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya Kant and
Justices J K Maheshwari and
Augustine George Masih pro-
posed to constitute a high-pow-
ered committee comprising
domain experts to undertake
an exhaustive and holistic ex-
amination of the issue.

“We deem it necessary to di-
rect that the recommendations
submitted by the committee, to-
gether with the findings and di-
rections stipulated by this court
in the judgment of November
20, 2025, be kept in abeyance,”
the bench said while hearing
a suo motu case titled ‘In Re:
Definition of Aravalli Hills and
Ranges and Ancillary Issues.’

e e A i

farming to high-tech manufac-
turing. Inspired by the sacred
chariot of Lord Jagannath, the
front portion will emphasize
women empowerment and gen-
der equality, while the central
section will focus on agricultur-
al excellence.The rear section
will feature a replica of the
Konark Sun Temple.

in distant future

hormones, and much more.
Circadian rhythms evolved
to align with a 24-hour day, so
any shift in day length can push
biological systems out of sync.
Research shows that disrup-
tions like night shifts, jet lag,
or inconsistent sleep patterns
can throw off these internal
clocks, increasing the risk of
metabolic disorders, mood is-
sues, and heart-related prob-
lems. If Earth’s day were to
significantly lengthen, living
organisms would likely adapt
over time through evolution-
ary changes, but the adjust-
ment would be gradual and
challenging. AGENCIES

on Aravalli

The top court said there are
issues that will require clarifi-
cation. It issued a notice to the
Centre and others in the suo
motu matter and posted it for
further hearing on January 21.

The top court on November
20 accepted a uniform defini-
tion of the Aravalli hills and
ranges and banned the grant of
fresh mining leases inside its
areas spanning Delhi, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Gujarat until ex-
perts’ reports are out.

The apex court had accept-
ed the recommendations of a
committee of the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change on the definition
of the Aravalli hills and rang-
es to protect the world’s oldest
mountain system.

The committee had recom-
mended that “Aravalli Hill”
be defined as any landform in
designated Aravalli districts
with an elevation of 100 metres
or more above its local relief,
and an “Aravalli Range” will
be a collection of two or more
such hills within 500 metres of
each other.

The apex court on November
20 delivered a 29-page judge-
ment in the suo motu matter
arising out of the long-running
environmental litigation in the
T N Godavarman Thirumulpad
case.

“We further accept the rec-
ommendations with regard
to the prohibition of mining
in core/inviolate areas with
exception as carved out of the
... committee’s report,” the top
court had said.

I19K-CR BOOSTER
FOR ARMED FORCES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 29: The De-
fence Ministry Monday ap-
proved procurement of long
range rockets, missiles, radar
systems and military platforms
worth Rs 79,000 crore to bolster
the military’s combat prowess.

The Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), chaired by De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh,
green-lighted the proposals. The
DAC approved procurement of
loiter munition systems for the
Army’s artillery regiments.

It also cleared acquisition of
low level lightweight radars,
long-range guided rocket am-
munition for Pinaka rocket
system and integrated drone
detection and interdiction sys-
tem (MK-II) for the Indian Ar-
my, the defence ministry said.

Integrated drone detection
and interdiction system (Mk-
II) with enhanced range will
protect the vital assets of the
Indian Army in tactical battle
area and hinterland.

For the Indian Navy, approval
was accorded for procurement of
high frequency software defined
radios (HF SDR) Manpack and
for leasing high altitude long
range (HALE) remotely piloted
aircraft system (RPAS).

For the Indian Air Force,
approval was given for pro-
curement of automatic take-off
landing recording system, As-
tra MK-II missiles, full mission
simulator and SPICE-1000 long
range guidance Kits, etc, it said.
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You will find some decisions

may put you off rail, but once you have
setbacks in a mature manner.

You are likely to get into ]

any open confrontation. Legal disputes
preference to relax and unwind. It is
those who are close to you,

Also, it's time to revive old friendships,
artefact, says Ganesha.

You will take on new

nesha. So you will be busy in your task.

d

FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181*
difficult to make, but be in-
resolved, don't stray from it. Besides,
arguments today, predicts
may bother you as well. Try your hand
best if you delay the start of any import-
Il GEMINI
and maybe even those who
old memories and sink into nostalgia.
responsibilities, says Ga-
You may feel exhausted due to hectic

u ™ L
‘!. GaneshaSpeaks.com

M ARIES ,¥
tent and resolute. Emotions =
Ganesha advises you to learn to endure
Hl TAURUS —
Ganesha. You should avoid

at meditation or resort to music of your
ant activity today, suggests Ganesha.
Today, it's time to meet

were close to you at some point of time.
You may want to buy a valuable historic
Il CANCER Q
work. So it entails mental tension.

H LEO

Some people have the world
at their feet. And today,
you are one of them, says
Ganesha. With your gorgeous appearance
and gregarious attitude, it is easy for you
to open all doors with just a touch. So,
_you have the luxury to choose — either
you entertain yourself through multiple
avenues such as movies, theatre and
music, or you be the entertainer with
your superior performing skills. But
irrespective of what you decide to do, you
shall excel in both, confirms Ganesha.

B VIRGO

Money matters will hit a ma- i
jor snag today, says Ganesha. fg, ™
Let your mind overrule your

heart. Take extreme care of personal
belongings, legal responsibilities and new
ventures with long-term effects in mind.

H LIBRA
Ganesha says today will be K n

the start of a new love story

for you and you will be able

to spend time with someone very dear

to you. You will be more conscious today
about your appearance and may even go
to the beauty parlor. Do remember the say-
ing - beauty lies in the eye of the beholder.
Ganesha says that you will be equally con-
scious of your dressing style and clothes
and may go in for a new wardrobe today

Il SCORPIO

It's the same old rut today,

says Ganesha. Nothing new,

nothing exciting. People

from the opposite sex, however, may
bring you out of the routine and try to
enliven your spirits, predicts Ganesha.
H SAGITTARIUS @R
It's time for you to sit back, ~_
relax and let your actions do

the talking. After all, actions =
speak louder than words, they say. You
will also wrap up with all the pending
tasks today, says Ganesha. You play

an important role in resolving troubles,
either for yourself or for others.

Il CAPRICORN

If at first you don’t succeed,

try again. Many people

underestimate the power of

perseverance and patience. But, these
qualities will lead you success. Rather
than exploding with anger and anxiety,
keep your faith in your plans intact,
especially when the results are not as per
your plans, advises Ganesha. If you fail to
do as per the advice, you may spoil your
image in the society.

B AQUARIUS

It's an uphill struggle today!

But the heavens are on your

side, and you will be saved

from being swindled. Otherwise, it's an
eventful day at work. You may initiate big
business deals and new projects as well.
It will take all your energy, and Ganesha
suggests you hit the deck early.

H PISCES f,
ing with your colleagues, J
there is nothing like a little

You will nonchalantly take on

the challenges coming your way,
success today. Luck is in your

favour as well. Make the most of

While you like cooperat-
competition to spice things up.
and thrive on the sweet smell of
it, says Ganesha.

SALDANA

Kriti warns imposter

responded, thank-
ing her for the
clarification and
expressing con-
cern over the
growing misuse
§ of messaging
% platforms. Many
also called for
stricter action

MUMBALI: Actor Kriti Kharbanda
has issued a public warning after
discovering that an unknown in-
dividual is impersonating her on
WhatsApp. Taking to Instagram,
the actor alerted her followers
to the identity theft and urged
them to stay cautious and ver-
ify any messages claiming to be
from her.

Kriti shared a screenshot of the
suspicious WhatsApp conversa-
tion on her Instagram Stories and
clarified that the number being
used does not belong to her. Call-
ing the act unacceptable, she 4
wrote, “Not ok. Not ™
cool. Not my num- ;
ber. Pretending
to be someone
you're not is
a clear case of
identity theft.
Be warned.” She
emphasised that
any communica-
tion from the said
number should be
treated as fraudu-
lent.

Her warning comes
at a time when cyber
fraud and imperson-
ation cases involving
celebrities are on the
rise, often aimed at mis-
leading fans or extracting
money and personal in-
formation. By flagging
the issue publicly, Kriti
aimed to prevent mis-
use of her identity and
protect her followers
from falling victim
to scams. p
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quickly

MUMBAI: December 29 holds special
significance for Hindi cinema lovers as
it marks the birth anniversary of Rajesh
Khanna, Bollywood’s first true superstar.
Born in 1942, he redefined stardom with an
unmatched record of 15 solo hit films in a
row, a feat that remains unbroken. On this
occasion, one of the most talked-about and
controversial anecdotes associated with the
legendary actor continues to resurface: the
much-discussed “slap” incident involving
Sanjeev Kumar.

Rajesh and Sanjeev were both towering
figures of their time, yet vastly different in
temperament and screen presence. While
Rajesh embodied flamboyant stardom and
romantic charm, Sanjeev was admired for
his understated, deeply rooted perform-
ances. Known for portraying the common
man with remarkable authenticity, Sanjeev
earned immense respect through classics
such as Sholay, Aandhi, Angoor and Kh-
ilona. Despite their success, stories of ten-
sion between the two actors began circu-

reportedly disturbed Rajesh

tinued to fuel speculation.

GEN ALPHA SLANGS

Zoe Saldana is attempting to wrap her head
around Generation Alpha slang and admits
she is “hyper-focused” on figuring it out. The
47-year-old actor calls “6-7,” a viral TikTok
trend inspired by rapper Skrilla’s song, her fa-
vourite pop culture moment of 2025 and says
she’s determined to understand its meaning

against online im-
personation. aeencies

lating over the years, with one particular
incident gaining lasting notoriety.
Rajesh’s personal life was frequently
under public scrutiny, especially his long
and turbulent relationship with actress An-
juMahendroo. The couple lived together for
nearly seven years before parting ways in
1972. Following their separation, rumours
emerged linking Sanjeev to Anju, which
. Anju later
clarified that Sanjeev was like family to
her, comparing him to her mother’s broth-
er. However, the gossip persisted and con-

AIMS TO MASTER SKARSGARD TALKS ABOUT

PARENTING STRUGGLES

Stellan Skarsgard has shared a brutally honest
view on parenthood, admitting he doesn’t be-
lieve it’s possible to be a “good parent.” The ac-
tor, father to eight children from two marriages,
revealed that one of his kids even compared him
to Gustav, the self-absorbed, absent father he
portrays in his new film Sentimental Value

clar

MUMBALI: At a time when
hypermasculine portrayals
of heroes in Indian cinema

are frequently questioned,
Ishaan Khatter stands out
for choosing roles that re-

flect emotional depth and

-
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sensitivity. In a recent o 2
interaction, the actor 17
opened up about how his | ﬂ [ 0l
upbringing and profes- 8 A
sional experiences have
shaped his understand- MUMBAI: Actress Tara tion, as she wrote, “Loud and

ing of masculinity and
empathy.
Speaking at an
event, Ishaan
shared

Sutaria, who is currently in
the middle of a controversy
after her onstage appearance
with A P Dhillon, has issued a
statement with regards to the

proud and in it together. @ap-
dhillon FAV!!! What a night!
Thank you Mumbai for SO
much love for our song and
here’s to more music and mem-

Ishaan

that his ideas of same. ories together. P.S: False nar-
mascu- linity Monday, the actress took to  ratives, “clever editing” and
evolved red eﬁ n eS grad- her Instagram, and shared a  paid PR campaigns by folks
ually, . shaped picture from the recent show. = won’t and don’t shake us up!
large- m aSCu | I n Ity ly by In the video, the actress can be  In the end, love and the truth
being raised by seen having a good time during  always wins. So the joke’s on

a single mother. the show, dancing next to the  the bullies”.
He ex- plained that Punjabi star. Recently, a clip from the

She also
penned
a long
note
in the
cap-

show went viral allegedly
showing A P Dhillon kissing
the actress. The next few
shots in the clip show the
actress’ boyfriend Veer
Pahariya feeling un-
comfortable with the
proximity between the
actress and the Punjabi
star.

The Internet flared
. up as the clip went
viral with net-
, izens criticising
= the actress for
her conduct on
stage, and ex-
. pressing sym-
& pathy for Veer.

IANS

traditional notions often
define mascu- linity in opposition
to femininity, rather than through emotional
awareness and balance. “Men are not taught to
be men; they're just taught not to be women,”

he said, adding that his sense of manhood has
been deeply influenced by his relationship
with women, especially his mother.

The son of actors Rajesh Khattar and Neel-
ima Azeem, who separated when he was
six, Ishaan acknowledged that growing up

in a single-parent household had a lasting
impact on his values and worldview. He
also highlighted how working extensive-
ly with female filmmakers such as Mira
Nair, Nupur Asthana and Priyanka Ghose
helped him understand the female
gaze and its significance in story-
telling. According to Ishaan, en- 4
gaging with diverse perspectives
is cinema’s greatest strength,

rooted in empathy. AGENCIES

The tension reportedly
came to a head during
the shooting of a film
featuring both actors,
where a slap was script-
ed as part of a scene. Ac-
cording to reports, the
slap was delivered with
unexpected force, lead-
ing many to believe
it carried emotions
beyond the script.
The moment became
a major talking point
and cemented rumours
of an unresolved fallout be-
tween the two stars.

Around the same time, An-
ju spoke about her troubled
relationship with Rajesh, re-
calling how her choices were
often criticised, highlight-
ing the emotional strain

she endured. AGENCIES
) J}
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Protest intensifies over
PUC certificate system

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: Strong-
ly opposing the proposed imple-
mentation of the green sticker
system and strict enforcement
of pollution certificates for ve-
hicles, members of Ama Janata
Adhikar met Transport depart-
ment Principal Secretary Usha
Padhee at Kharavela Bhawan
Monday, demanding immedi-
ate withdrawal of the decision.

The organisation warned
that if the decision is not rolled
back, thousands of vehicle own-
ers will park their vehicles on
state highways and launch a
large-scale agitation.

The delegation was led by
organisation convenor Manoj
Jena, along with leaders Ba-
sudev Bhatta, Prasanna Bisoyi,
Ashok Paikaray, Bikram Jena,
and Surya Narayan Jena, who
held detailed discussions with
Padhee. Raising serious con-
cerns, the organisation stated
that lower- and middle-income
families depend heavily on per-

_sonal vehicles for daily commut-

Cold wave grips state;
mercury dips below
10 deg Cin 13 places

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: Odi-
sha continued to reel under
cold wave conditions Monday
as minimum temperatures
dipped below 10 degrees Cel-
sius in at least 13 places across
the state, severely affecting
normal life, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) said.

The IMD has issued a five-
day warning, stating that
minimum temperatures are
expected to remain largely
unchanged across the state
till the New Year.

While most places in the
coastal region recorded min-
imum temperatures above 10
degrees Celsius, several south-
ern and western districts re-
mained under the grip of cold
wave conditions.

G Uadaygiri in Kandhamal
district recorded the lowest
temperature at 3.6 degree Cel-
sius, the IMD said.

According to the weather
office, Kandhamal district has
remained the coldest places in
the state with lowest tempera-
tures being recorded there
since a fortnight.

G Udaygiri was followed by
Semiliguda in Koraput district
(5.2); Phulbani, the district
headquarters of Kandhamal,
recorded 5.5 degree Celsius
and the tourist spot of Daring-
badi logged 6 degree Celsius.

Other prominent places

which recorded temperature
below 10 degree Celsius were
Koraput (6.4), Jharsuguda
(6.5), Rourkela (7), Angul (8),
Kirei (8.7), Bhawanipatna (9),
Sonepur and Keonjhar (9.8
each).

Meanwhile, the IMD also
forecast dense fog during
morning hours in several dis-
tricts, including Sundergarh,
Sambalpur, Angul, Dhenk-
anal, Kalahandi, Kandhamal
and Nayagarh.

The IMD, however, said
there could be a slight rise
of 2-3 degree Celsius in mini-
mum temperatures from Jan-
uary 1 onwards, depending on
changes in wind patterns and
atmospheric circulation.

ing and livelihood. The govern-
ment’s announcement to make
green stickers mandatory for all
vehicles from February and to
stop fuel supply without a valid
pollution certificate has created
panic across the state.

While the stated objective is
to curb vehicular pollution and
enforce the Motor Vehicles Act,
the organisation argued that the
move would cause unnecessary
harassment to the general pub-
lic, particularly economically
weaker sections.

They pointed out that vehic-
ular emissions contribute only
marginally to air pollution in
Odisha. Instead, major con-
tributors include large-scale
construction activities, dust
from open mining, unregulated
sand transportation, emissions
from power plants and large in-
dustries, ash ponds, and open
burning of waste.

Targeting personal vehicle
owners to allegedly generate
around Rs 1,300 crore in reve-
nue under the guise of pollution
control was termed “highly con-

demnable” by the organisation.

The organisation questioned
the logic behind penalising
citizens when vehicle fitness
certificates are issued by the
government and fuel is supplied
through government-regulated
outlets.

They also highlighted the
government’s lack of prepared-
ness, noting that green stickers
have not yet been made avail-
able. “Should people who have
already obtained pollution cer-
tificates be forced to stand in
queues again for green stick-
ers?” the leaders asked.

Based on these concerns,
Ama Janata Adhikar urged Pad-
hee to immediately reconsider
and withdraw the decision.

Responding to the delegation,
Padhee stated that the measures
are being implemented in accor-
dance with the Central Motor
Vehicle Rules and are aimed at
ensuring public safety and pro-
tecting lives and property.

She acknowledged that some
inconvenience has arisen as
people had been lax in compli-
ance earlier. “Without enforce-
ment, many tend to ignore the
rules,” she said, adding that the
government would review the
matter and take necessary steps
keeping public interest in mind.

However, the organisation
reiterated its warning, stating
that if the decision is not with-
drawn, thousands of common
citizens will bring their vehicles
onto major roads and launch a
massive protest across the state.

NEW YEAR IN MIND

People queue up to buy
new calendar and diary,
at Soochana Bhawan in

Bhubaneswar, Monday

Pension be provlded @ Rs. ng‘ per month.
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FOR A CAUSE: MDM cooks and helpers stage ademonstration at Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar, Monday, to press for fulfilment of their demands including

pension
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‘Odisha State Museum upholds Odia identity’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: Odis-
ha State Museum is a powerful
messenger of Odia identity, Eka-
mra-Bhubaneswar MLA Babu
Singh said Monday. He said
the museum beautifully show-
cases the history of Odisha and
plays a vital role in promoting
and preserving the state’s art,
literature, culture and heritage.

Singh was speaking as the
chief guest at the 68th Foun-
dation Day celebration of the
museum here.

Addressing the gathering,
Singh expressed hope that the
younger generation would draw
inspiration from Odisha’s rich

IN SYNC: Artistes perform on the 4th day of International Odissi Dance Festival organised by GKCM Odissi

Research Centre and Culture department at Rabindra Mandap in Bhubaneswar, Monday

66TH

FOUNDATION DAY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: Nan-
dankanan Zoological Park
(NZP) launched a host of facil-
ities, such as North-East Pan-
orama — 10 new state-of-the-art
enclosures to showcase the rich
wildlife diversity of northeast
India - and a horticulture wing,
on the occasion of its 66th foun-
dation day here Monday.
While Forest, Environment
and Climate Change Minis-
ter Ganesh Ram Singkhuntia
graced the occasion as chief
guest, Bhubaneswar-North
MLA Susant Kumar Rout,
Jatni MLA Bibhuti Bhusan
Balabantaray, PCCF & HoFF
Suresh Pant and PCCF (Wild-
life) and Chief Wildlife Warden
Prem Kumar Jha were guests
of honour. Nandankanan Direc-
tor Manoj V Nair welcomed the
guests and other dignitaries.
On the occasion, North-East
Panorama, a newly-developed
thematic zone to showcase the
rich wildlife diversity of north-

east India, was inaugurated. It
comprises 10 state-of-the-art
enclosures equipped with na-
ture immersing exhibits, feed-
ing cells and back kraals. It
also features dedicated visitor
pathways, RO water kiosk and
service roads.

Spread over 5.17 acres, the
zone adds 800 metres of addi-
tional visitor pathway to the
700. The nature-immersive en-
closures have been created over
10,950 sgm to house species
such as hog deer, pig-tailed ma-
caque, stump-tailed macaque,
Assamese macaque, hoolock
gibbon, Himalayan griffon, Ma-
nipuri deer, Himalayan black
bear, greater adjutant stork and
Asian brown tortoise offering
visitors an enriching and edu-
cational experience showcasing
region’s unique fauna.

A dedicated enclosure av-
enue has been developed for
civet species, featuring natu-
ralistic enclosures designed to
house the common palm civet
(180 sqm) and the small Indian

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

civet (303 sqm). Each enclosure
is equipped with back kraals,
feeding cells, and enriched
habitat elements to promote
natural behaviour and ensure
optimal animal care.

A new exhibit complex has
been developed to house three
small cat species — jungle cat,
leopard cat, and fishing cat.
Spread over 983.5 sqm, the fa-
cility includes three display

history. He said all the museum
galleries have become major
attractions for visitors and ex-
tended his greetings and con-
gratulations to the officers and
staff on the occasion.

On the occasion, the MLA
offered floral tributes to the
wheels of the three chariots—
Taladhwaja, Darpadalana and
Nandighosha—preserved at the

(M’s public grievance
hearing to be held Jan 5

POST NEWS NETWORK

museum. He also inaugurated
a special exhibition displaying
the personal belongings of re-
nowned devotional poet Bhak-
takabi Madhusudan Rao.

The exhibition featured
the poet’s handwritten manu-
scripts, certificates, personal
seating furniture, wooden san-
dals, bamboo items, a brass box,
an inkpot, family photographs,
memorial documents and hand-
written notes related to school
administration.

During the event, two pub-
lications—Odisha Historical
Research Journal and Odia
Archival Compilation—were
released, while eminent artist
Surendra Meher was felicitat-

ed. Prizes were also awarded
to meritorious students who
took part in competitions held
as part of the foundation day
celebrations.

To mark the occasion, en-
try fees were waived for all
visitors for the day. Former
Income Tax Commissioner
Manoranjan Panigrahi, former
National Monuments Authority
chairman Prof Kishore Kumar
Basa, and Special Secretary of
the Odia Language, Literature
and Culture department De-
ba Prasad Dash were among
the distinguished guests. The
programme was conducted by
Odisha State Museum Superin-
tendent Bharati Pal.

Pradhan backs Kudopali as
heritage & pilgrimage site

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: The
Chief Minister’s Public Griev-
ance Hearing will be held
Monday, January 5, according
to information released by the
Public Administration and
Public Grievances Department.

The Chief Minister will per-
sonally hear grievances from
the public starting 10:00 am
at the former Government
Primary School near Capital
Nursery, Unit-2, Ashok Nagar,
Bhubaneswar.

Online registration for the
grievance hearing will begin
at 11:00 am December 31 and
will remain open until a max-
imum of 1,000 applicants are
registered. Interested citizens
can register through the Jana-
ta Portal or the Janata Mobile
Application.

Registered participants must
present their grievances at the
designated venue and time
along with the registration ac-
knowledgement receipt, a valid
personal identity card, and a
written grievance letter.

The Public Administration
and Public Grievances De-
partment has urged citizens to
follow the registration process
carefully to ensure smooth par-
ticipation in the hearing.

Ve A8

enclosures with glass fronted
viewing areas, six back kraals,
and nine feeding chambers de-
signed to enhance animal wel-
fare and visitor experience.
To achieve self-sufficiency
in producing quality plant
material for landscape beauti-
fication and enclosure enrich-
ment, a horticulture wing was
launched over a 1.6-acre fenced
area. The wing includes a poly-

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: Union
Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan Monday called for
developing Kudopali in Sambal-
pur district into a major cultur-
al heritage and pilgrimage site,
citing its immense significance
in India’s freedom struggle.

Pradhan was speaking while
participating in the Veer Ch-
habila Sai Memorial Padayatra
at Kudopali, a sacred site linked
to the 1857 freedom movement.

During the event, he paid
heartfelt tributes to Veer Ch-
habila Sai, brother of legendary
freedom fighter Veer Surendra
Sai, and to the 57 martyrs who
laid down their lives for the
nation.

The Union minister recalled
that December 30, 1857, 53 free-
dom fighters were martyred
on the battlefield of Kudopali,
followed by the hanging of four
more, taking the total number
of martyrs to 57.

Among the martyrs was the
valiant Chhabila Sai, brother
of renowned freedom fighters
Veer Surendra Sai and Udyant
Sai.

Calling his visit to Kudopali a
moment of pride and privilege,
Pradhan said the history of the
land is not just a movement

NZP adds North-East Panorama, horticu

house, netlon house, vermicom-
posting unit, stockyard, store-
room, and multiple nursery
beds. The facility also houses
an automatic weather station
to record climate parameters.
This will fulfil plantation needs
in various thematic exhibits in
the zoo.

An herbivore quarantine fa-
cility, developed over 1,950 sqm,
was also inaugurated on the oc-
casion. With six independent,
highly secured enclosures, a ded-
icated service road, and integrat-
ed shelter from the elements, the
infrastructure is specifically de-
signed to minimise stress on in-
coming animals while ensuring
their full isolation.

A reptile quarantine facility
was also launched. Spanning an
area of 1,026 sqm, the facility
significantly elevates capacity
for reptile management and
conservation education. It com-
prises 14 meticulously designed
enclosures specifically tailored
to provide optimal habitats for
the exhibition and quarantine

but a powerful saga of blood-
shed and supreme sacrifice
by countless brave souls. He
stressed that it is the collective
responsibility of society to pass
on this glorious legacy to future
generations.

Emphasising Kudopali’s
national importance, Pradhan
said its significance is no less
than that of Jallianwala Bagh.

To spread awareness of this
heroic chapter globally, he
said the National Book Trust
(NBT) under the Ministry of
Education has published books
on Kudopali’s history in Odia,
Hindi and English, with plans
to bring out editions in other
Indian languages as well.

The Union minister added
that, with the support of the
district administration, Ku-
dopali is envisioned to emerge
as amajor freedom struggle pil-
grimage site and be developed
into a prominent cultural cen-
tre by 2047, marking 100 years
of India’s independence.

During his visit, Pradhan
also toured the Veer Surendra
Sai Model Anganwadi Centre at
Kudopali and distributed fruits
among children.

He later visited the Martyrs’
Museum and offered floral trib-
utes at the memorial pillar in
honour of the fallen heroes.

[ture wing

of a diverse collection, includ-
ing crocodiles, various snake
species, turtles, tortoises, and
lizards. The infrastructure pri-
oritises both animal welfare
and operational efficiency, fea-
turing an area of 80 sqm keeper
room which integrates a vital
fawn rearing area.

These apart, existing three
bear enclosures have been up-
graded to nature immersive
enclosures for housing smooth
coated otters, ratels and sloth
bears. Otters shall be displayed
in the enclosure after a gap of
25 years.

Altogether, 13 staffers of
Nandankanan, who rendered
exceptional services during
2023-24, were felicitated on the
occasion.

Nandankanan scholarship
was provided to a boy and a
girl student of Nandankanan
High School for securing high-
est mark in Class 10 examina-
tion. In addition, Singkhuntia
announced the names of zoo
ambassadors for 2026.
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In order to see, you have
to stop being in the middle
of the picture

SRI AUROBINDO

Return of the Native

When Tarique Rahman, the 60-year-old son of former Bangla-

desh Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and chief of the Bangla-

desh Nationalist Party (BNP), ended his 17-year exile and
stepped back onto Bangladeshi soil 25 December, new possibilities
seemed to open up for the country which has been in great turmoil
for the past few months since the collapse of Sheikh Hasina’s very
long and authoritarian rule. There is no gainsaying the fact that
he is a product of polarization politics that has made the country
lurch from one extreme to another. Yet, his statements before and
after setting foot on the country’s soil assume significance both for
Bangladesh and India. The current anti-India rhetoric whipped up
by the fundamentalist forces ruling the roost at the moment, with
the interim government conniving with it, may be toned down and
there may also be a halt to the mad rush towards chaos and violence
prevailing in the country.

Rahman'’s return comes after the Bangladesh Election Commis-
sion announced polls will be held in February 2026. Muhammad
Yunus, chief adviser of the interim government, has announced that
he will step down after the polls. The two men had met in London
earlier this year. Zia, Bangladesh’s first woman Prime Minister, is
an arch-rival of Sheikh Hasina. The 80-year-old has been in poor
health of late and was even put on ventilator support.

Addressing cheering crowds on his arrival, Rahman made a sen-
sible and maybe impractical noise about pledging to unite people
of all faiths and ensuring their safety. He urged Moslems, Hindoos,
Buddhists and Christians living in his country to join him in cre-
ating an inclusive nation. He even echoed civil rights icon Martin
Luther King Jr and quoted from his ‘I Have a Dream’ speech. He
asserted that he has a plan for the people of his country and stressed
the importance of cooperation for building a democratic and eco-
nomically strong Bangladesh. The first and foremost thing needed
for the country at the moment is peace and he said he will strive to
achieve this goal.

Rahman, who held a roadshow to his residence, was greeted by
thousands of supporters along the route which reflects how import-
ant he is in the country’s current political landscape. Since he is
billed to be the frontrunner in the race for Prime Minister, his calls
for peace and safety for individuals of all faiths set the right tone.
Significantly, he wished Hindoos well. This seems to go down well
for that minority, somewhat calming the highly charged communal
atmosphere in which Hindoos have been targeted by fundamentalist
forces with vicious attacks for the past few months. Rahman reas-

_sured the Hindoos by iterating that religion is for the individual,
but the right to security is for everyone.

This gives an elbow room to India to rework its Bangladesh
strategy which has gone completely awry and been de-railed since
some time.

Surveys, including one by the US-based International Republican
Institute, show that the BNP could possibly win the most seats in
Bangladesh’s Parliament. Here it is to be noted that India has had
arather contentious relationship with the BNP and closer ties with
Hasina. With Hasina’s Awami League having been barred from con-
testing the polls, India desperately needs to seek an ally in Rahman.
Of course, the BNP chief has announced he will maintain equidis-
tance from India and Pakistan coining the slogan “Not Dilli (Delhi),
not Pindi (Rawalpindi)” and expressed his resolve to make “Ban-
gladesh before everything.” This slogan clearly means New Delhi

_will be the bigger loser since it was Pakistan which was always the
primary enemy for the erstwhile East Pakistan now Bangladesh.

Foreign affairs experts claim it will be suicidal for Rahman to
publicly declare any willingness to work with India, given the an-
ti-India mood prevailing in the country. All the same his words that
he would not curry favour with Pakistan will squeeze India's window
which it is frantically seeking. India is concerned about the rise of
the Islamist Jamaat-e-Islami party, which has made a comeback
under Yunus. There were reports that the Jamaat was key to Yunus
getting the position of chief adviser. The Jamaat also reportedly has
the backing of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). So India,
busy making box office hit movies, is lost in the maze of intricacies
being woven along the length and breadth of its borders.

Under these circumstances, the BNP could be the only bet for In-
dia. Much now depends on how Rahman plays his cards to win the
February elections and if he is successful to come out as a dominant
player then how kindly he decides to treat India.

WISDOM CORNER

‘ ‘ Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it is
time to pause and reflect
MARK TWAIN

‘ ‘ Between stimulus and response there is a space. In that
space is our power to choose our response. In our response
lies our growth and our freedom
VIKTOR E. FRANKL

‘ ‘ The whole problem with the world is that fools and fanatics
are always so certain of themselves, and wiser people so full
of doubts

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

[l 1816: Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin and Percy Bysshe Shelley mar-
ried, two years after they had eloped to France while Shelley was
still married. She would publish Frankenstein about a year later,
and her poet husband would drown six years later.

BERTRAND RUSSELL

Il 1902: British naval officer and explorer Robert Falcon Scott, in
company with Ernest Henry Shackleton and E.A. Wilson, set a new
record for reaching the farthest point south, on the Ross Ice Shelf
at the head of the Ross Sea in Antarctica.

Il 1916: Grigori Rasputin was murdered by Russian conservatives—
who reportedly poisoned, shot, and then drowned the Siberian mys-
tic—in an effort to halt his influence over Empress Alexandra and
the royal family.

[l 1922: The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was established, with
its capital in Moscow.

Il 1947: Last king of Romania steps down. Michael I was forced to
abdicate by the Communist Party of Romania. His first reign over
the country was in 1927 as a 6-year old, and it lasted only 3 years
until 1930. He was then reinstalled in 1940.

B 1975: Tiger Woods—the first player to win consecutively golf's four
major tournaments (the Masters, the U.S. Open, the British Open,
and the PGA Championship)—was born in Cypress, California.
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GOD, GAIA & ARAVALLIS

Jagdish Rattanani

INDIA TODAY
SITS AT THE
BOTTOM OF

THE RANK OF

COUNTRIES

IN THE
ENVIRONMENTAL
PERFORMANCE
INDEX

he debate on the ev-
er-alive topic ‘Does
God exist? between
the well-known poet
and lyricist Javed Akhtar,
an atheist, and the graduate
of Islamic studies Mufti Sha-
mail Nadwi, a believer, has
drawn much interest and
comment. Akhtar is the dar-
ling of those who stand with
reason, logic and secularism,
values that are under attack
in India today. He is the first
Indian to win a little-known
Richard Dawkins Award,
which is presented annually
to a “distinguished individu-
al ... who publicly proclaims
the values of secularism and
rationalism, upholding sci-
entific truth wherever it may
lead.” But we may ask: Where
exactly has modernity and
value-free science led us? The
sting lies in this counter ques-
tion that found no place in the
AKhtar-Nadwi television-style
debate. The march of science
and technology, fused into a
compact called technoscience,
has delivered remarkable
progress on the one hand but
on the other hand has brought
exploitation at a scale so stun-
ning that it has also delivered
the unfolding climate crisis,
brought humanity on the
edge of an ecological disaster
and landed us in the age of the
Anthropocene.

There is progress at an im-
mediate and material level for
afew but regress at along-term
planetary scale, an essential-
ly Western-style plunder and
conquest of “mother nature”
that is often traced right back
to the 17th century and the
dawn of the Age of Reason and
the subsequent Enlightenment
movement of the 18th century.
This science also became a re-
ligion of sorts that prayed at
the altar of objectivity, maxi-
mised extraction and so-called
efficiency and somewhere in
the process dehumanised the
project of humanity living in
peace on a fragile planet.

When Francis Bacon (1561-
1626) said that mankind
“should endeavour to estab-
lish and extend the power
and dominion of the human
race itself over the universe”
and Rene Descartes (1596-1650)

The sorrow of the

- N

Nikhilanand
Panigrahy

WE WILL HAVE
TO SUFFER THE

CONSEQUENCES
OF GREENHOUSE

EFFECT DUETO
HUMAN-MADE
ACTIVITIES

here are two planets in

Z the solar system, which
are named twin planets

(or twin sisters). Behind this
consideration lies the several
similarities between them.
These two planets are Venus
and Earth. For example, the
mass of Venus and Earth is
4.87x1024 and 5.97x1024 kilo-
grams, respectively. Radius
is 6052 and 6378 kilometers,
density is 5250 and 5520 (in ki-
lograms per cubic meter).Their
surface is mainly composed of
granite and altered material in
both cases, although granite is
also seen on the surface of the
Earth. But in some other mat-
ters, a significant difference
is observed. While the atmo-
sphere of Venus has carbon
dioxide at 96%, on Earth, this
amount is only 0.04%. The per-
centage of nitrogen for Venus
and Earth is 3 and 78 respec-
tively. Most important is the
percentage of oxygen required
for survival. This is complete-
ly absent on Venus, while it

system

that seeks to reclaim the Indian ethos and the
ancient Indian way of life is today working
with models that are precisely the opposite

“described the Earth and the
whole visible universe in the
manner of a machine,” they
unleashed the path to the
plunder of nature pictured as a
dead rock, not as the sensitive
ecosystem of a living planet
that it is now recognised to be.
Earth as the “pale blue dot,”
the image of our planet as a
flicker in the cosmic vastness,
brings humility and inspires
awe. But that perspective is
lost when science becomes a
cold and calculated excavation
by equipment and equations
that dice and slice nature to
study its innards but miss the
wonder of its systemic con-
nectedness and wholeness.

This diminished under-
standing of nature is at the
root of the crisis across the
world but particularly in In-
dia, where rising air and wa-
ter pollution, biodiversity loss
and concrete or plastic poured
into sensitive ecosystems
are the visible hot spots in a
blind race to growth toward a
mythical national greatness.
The attempted takeover of the
Aravalli mountain range by
one business group under the
label of progress and growth is
only the latest chapter in this
long-running game of a nation
that has forsaken nature in its
quest for mindless extraction.
These policies continue to be
built on approaches that the
advanced economies of Europe
have long given up as they
moved towards some form of
sustainability.

With the sense of the sacred

is 21% on Earth. In addition,
the surface temperature for
Venus is 465 degrees Celsius.
But for Earth, it is 15 degrees.
The pressure on the surface of
Venus is much higher than on
Earth. If the pressure at the sea
level of our planet is taken as
one, it is ninety times for Ve-
nus. Therefore, the pressure is
more. Hence, if a person stands
on the surface of Venus, the
air pressure on him will be so
great that his lifeless body will
merge with the surface.

From this, it is clear that the
environment of Venus is com-
pletely unsuitable for the living
world due to unbearably high
temperature and pressure, and
the absence of oxygen. Even
though Venus and Earth are
considered twins, the differ-
ences between them make all
the similarities meaningless.

Earth, as a habitable plan-
et, remains favorable and
welcome for us. But by nat-
ural factors, Venus is a trap
for living beings. While one

gone, the Aravalli range that
forms the oldest fold moun-
tains (so-called because they
‘fold up’ when earth’s tecton-
ic plates collide) on the planet
is seen as 800 km of dead rock
to be exploited for resources
and material assets for con-
sumption here and now at a
cost that will be paid much
later and will never be ful-
ly comprehended. Yet when
what is dismissed as profane
is given the status of the sa-
cred, the Aravalli mountain
range becomes the God that
guides and protects. In the
words of an official document
of the government, it “gently
guides the monsoon clouds
eastwards towards Shimla and
Nainital, thus helping nurture
the sub-Himalayan rivers
and feeding the north Indian
plains” while “in the winter
months, it protects the fertile
alluvial river valleys (the pa-
ra Indus & Gangetic) from the
assault of cold westerly winds
from Central Asia.”

India today sits at the bot-
tom of the rank of countries
in the Environmental Perfor-
mance Index (EPI), which com-
bines a range of indicators like
climate change mitigation, air
pollution, waste management,
sustainability of fisheries and
agriculture, deforestation,
and biodiversity protection.
The EPI is produced by cen-
tres working under Yale and
Columbia Universities. The
2024 listing showed India at
rank 176 out of 180, ahead of
Pakistan (rank 179) but behind

is a life-saver, the other is a
life-taker. But the question
arises, was Venus in such a
miserable state from the be-
ginning of its creation? Some
scientists are of the opinion
that oceans existed there in
the past, just like on Earth.
But its location in the solar
system created a problem. For
example, the average distance
of Earth from the Sun is 150
million kilometers. But Venus
is only 108 million kilometers
away. As a result, the intense
rays of the Sun were falling on
the oceans of Venus. Due to the
intense and strong radiation,
Venus, which had been a shel-
ter of water like Earth, became
completely dry. Accordingly,
it turned into an infertile use-
less celestial body. But astron-
omers are of the opinion that a
study of Venus is essential for
a proper understanding of the
origin of Earth.

It is worth noting that in
the recent past, a gas named
phosphine has been found in

Bangladesh (175), China (156),
and Sri Lanka (134). The gov-
ernment has dismissed earlier
versions of the ranking as un-
scientific.

It is ironic that a govern-
ment and a system that seeks
to reclaim the Indian ethos
and the ancient Indian way
of life is today working with
models that are precisely the
opposite. For example, the
very first verse of the Isha
Upanishad tells us that the
entire universe, animate and
inanimate, is enveloped by
God or Isha (Ishavasyam idam
sarvam), a verse that Gandhi
said captured the essence of
the entire Hindu philosophy.
But instead of nature being
worshipped as a form of the
Lord as seen in the Upani-
shadic understanding, this
government has embraced
development models that turn
the scriptures and all that is
held scared on its head as it
rushes in to plunder the land,
the mountains and the seas.
Coupled with this violence is
the attendant violence of crony
capitalism, the violence em-
bedded in growing inequality,
and the violence in showcas-
ing a growth militarism that
counts numbers but forgets
people.

None of this is to suggest
that India must reject science
or progress, but to ask for an
ecological intelligence that
sees that the tools of science
may not always bring prog-
ress, particularly when we
disregard the subjective ex-
perience or forget that small
can also be beautiful as the
economist EF Schumacher
put it. This is often explained
by ecologists as the Gaia hy-
pothesis, named for the pri-
mordial Greek goddess of the
Earth, which tells us how our
planet is a delicately balanced
self-regulating system, alive
and conscious, the one planet
we call home that gives and
protects, and deserves to be
protected. This is the simple
yet profound truth, and if truth
is God, then this is the God we
need in our troubled times.

The writer is a
journalist and faculty
member at SPJIMR.
©THE BILLION PRESS

twin sisters

the atmosphere of Venus. This
gas is associated with biologi-
cal processes. Therefore, it is
being considered that life once
existed there. But possibly, life
became extinct from it due to
the greenhouse effect. This
gives us a cautionary note: the
same fate can one day come to
Earth. The greenhouse effect
on Venus was caused by abun-
dant carbon dioxide generat-
ed from volcanic eruptions.
But on Earth, we will have
to suffer the consequences of
greenhouse effect due to hu-
man-made activities.

The fatal tendency of one
of the two twin sisters oc-
curred naturally. But the
other sister will lose life and
transform into a dead planet
due to man's conscience-less
oppression of nature. This is
an irony and a challenge to
entire human society.

The writer is a
retired director of the
Odisha Text Book Bureau.
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TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa Post

are most welcome to contribute letters

(1

00 words), articles and

columns (between 600-1000
words). Contributors are

numbers and full postal

address/email ID. They may also send in
their valuable comments, opinion and
suggestions, preferably by email, to:

edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

(@

requested to send their contact # i

Ecological vandalism

Sir, The Great Nicobar project is being sold as strategic foresight.
In reality, it is state-sanctioned ecological vandalism. To build a
transshipment port, airport and township, the government plans
to clear close to a million trees on one of India's most biodiverse
islands. These forests are not surplus land. They are living sys-
tems that sustain endemic species, protect coastlines, and sup-
port fragile coral and turtle nesting sites like Galathea Bay. Once
destroyed, they cannot be “mitigated.” The project moves ahead
despite Great Nicobar’s location in a high seismic zone, scarred by
the 2004 tsunami. Risk is acknowledged only to be ignored. Envi-
ronmental clearances have been fast-tracked, impact assessments
diluted, and scientific warnings sidelined. Most damning is the
treatment of the island’s people. The Shompen and Nicobarese
tribes, among the most vulnerable in the country, face displace-
ment through procedural consent and hollow consultations. Laws
meant to protect forests and Indigenous rights are bent to suit
timelines, not justice. A state that silences forests, erases com-
munities and gags voices to build infrastructure is not securing

s

the future — it is burning it.

A window

Sir, The return of Tarique Rahman to Bangladesh's polit-
ical centre-stage after 17 years in exile marks a significant
moment, not merely for domestic politics but for regional di-
plomacy as well. His stated emphasis on inclusivity, respect
across faiths, and a Bangladesh-first approach deserves care-
ful but open-minded attention. At a time when Bangladesh
has witnessed political turbulence and shrinking space for
dissent, any articulation of pluralism is noteworthy. Equally
important is the BNP's recalibrated foreign posture—seek-
ing equidistance from India, China and Pakistan—suggest-
ing a departure from ideological rigidity. For India, long
accustomed to viewing the Awami League as its natural
partner, this moment calls for strategic realism rather than
preference-driven diplomacy. Scepticism is natural; elector-
al promises often fade in office. Yet diplomacy is built on
engagement, not presumption. If Rahman follows through
on his stated vision, it could offer Bangladesh a path out of
polarisation and India an opportunity to reshape a more

balanced and durable bilateral relationship.

Noopur Baruah, TEZPUR (ASSAM)

Gopalaswamy J, CHENNAI
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Couple held for youth’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, Dec 29: Police Mon-
day arrested a woman and her
lover for allegedly strangling
a youth to death inside a hotel
room in Balasore town, four
days after the crime took place
December 25.

The deceased was identified
as Akash Mohanta, 25, of Bada-
jamubani village under Betanoti
police limits in Mayurbhanj dis-
trict. The arrested accused are
Jemamani Singh (27) and her
lover Ram Chandra Singh (22).
Both are friends of the deceased.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Sahadevkhunta
police station, Balasore City
DSP Nirmala Gochhayat said
the murder occurred follow-
ing a dispute during a drink-
ing session in a hotel room. A
case (505/25) has been regis-
tered in this connection, and
the accused were produced
before a court.

According to police, Akash
and Ram Chandra travelled
from their village to Betanoti
police station December 25 to
inquire about admit cards for
a home guard examination.
While Akash received his ad-
mit card, Ram Chandra’s appli-
cation was found to have been
rejected. Following this, the
two decided to go to Balasore
police headquarters.

Ram Chandra’s girlfriend,
Jemamani, accompanied them

Labourer killed in wall collapse, another critical

Balasore: A labourer was killed and another sustained critical injuries
after a wall of a house collapsed on them during construction work

at Motiganj Bazar under Town police limits in Balasore, Monday.

The incident occurred near Annapurna Lane of Motiganj Bazar while
renovation work was underway. The deceased was identified as Babuli
Patra of Patrapada area in Chandipur. Another labourer sustained
serious injuries and is undergoing treatment at the district headquarters
hospital in Balasore. Police reached the spot and launched an
investigation. A case of unnatural death (103/25) has been registered at
the police station, and the body was sent for post-mortem.

Fake IMFL uni.t busted

Kotpad: The Excise
Department Sunday night .*
busted a fake Indian-
made foreign liquor
(IMFL) manufacturing unit
here in Koraput district,
seizing spurious liquor
and packaging materials

- worth over 320 lakh,
officials said. The raid was
carried out at an isolated
house along Jail Road in

the Bandhaguda area following specific intelligence inputs. The operation
was undertaken on the directions of Koraput Excise Superintendent Arun
Kumar Padbhi. Flying squad officer Chandra Sekhar Padiami, excise officers
Srikant Das (Jeypore) and Niladri Bihari Mishra (Kotpad) were part of the
raiding party. The seizure included 1,545.36 litres of duplicate liquor packed
in 170 cartons, 15,847 bottles of various brands including Royal Stag, RC
Whisky, Sterling, MC and Goa Special, 20 litres of spirit, three bottles of
essence and 20 litres of blended spirit. Officials said the unit was allegedly
run by two brothers, Amit Gupta and Pankaj Gupta of Malcha Mal village
under Murthahandi panchayat, who were reportedly supplying spurious
liquor to Kotpad and parts of neighbouring Chhattisgarh for a long time.

Cong holds protest
against Tata Power

Koraput: Koraput District Congress
Committee Monday launched a
protest against Tata Power, accusing
the power distribution company of
anti-people and anti-tribal policies.
Congress workers staged a dharna
in front of the Tata Power office,
demanding immediate relief to
consumers and withdrawal of

what they termed as “arbitrary

and exploitative practices.” The
protest was led by Koraput District
Congress president Rupak Turuk.
Hundreds of Congress workers
marched in a procession from the
office of the Sub-Collector to the
Tata Power office, raising slogans
and questioning the government’s
silence over rising public grievances.
Addressing the gathering, Turuk
alleged that the company has
completely failed to protect the
interest of common consumers,
particularly tribal families. “Where
has the promise of 300 units of free
electricity gone? Tata Power is
looting poor and tribal households by
imposing inflated bills and forcefully
installing smart meters without
public consent,” he said. Claiming
that smart meters are being used

as a tool to harass consumers and
extract excess charges, he warned
that the Congress will intensify its
agitation across the district.

5 girls orphaned as man
bludgeoned to death

POST NEWS NETWORK

on a motorcycle. The trio
checked into Hotel Suraj in Bal-
asore town and booked Room
No. 502, claiming to be members
of the same family. Police said
Ram Chandra and Jemamani
submitted fake Aadhaar cards
at the hotel, while Akash pro-
duced his genuine card.
Investigations revealed
that all three were married.
Jemamani, a mother of two
children, had been living sepa-
rately from her husband.
Police said the trio consumed
liquor in the hotel room on the
night of December 25. At one
point, Ram Chandra sent Akash
out to bring more liquor and
during his absence established
a physical relationship with
Jemamani. After Akash re-
turned, the drinking resumed.
A dispute reportedly erupted
when Akash expressed a de-
sire for sexual relations with
Jemamani. Both she and Ram
Chandra objected, leading to a

Tension flares over
religious preaching

Paralakhemundi: Tension prevailed
briefly in Paralakhemundi town
Monday following a dispute between
two groups over alleged religious
preaching using loudspeakers,
police said. According to police, a
group of Christian preachers were
conducting religious preaching using
loudspeakers near Gola Sahi area
when members of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) objected, alleging
attempts of religious conversion
and derogatory remarks against
Hinduism. The situation escalated as
members of both groups came face
to face, prompting local residents
to alert the police. A police team
rushed to the spot and intervened
to prevent any untoward incident.
Officers advised the group to refrain
from such activities in public places
and detained five preachers for
questioning. Police said promotional
materials, including pamphlets

and audio equipment, were seized
from their possession. Based on a
written complaint lodged by VHP
office-bearer Satya Narayan Sahu,
a case (422/25) has been registered
at Paralakhemundi police station.
VHP district religious coordinator
Manoj Das and town secretary G
Kuruma Reddy said there was no
objection to anyone practising or
preaching their religion but alleged
that remarks against Hindu beliefs
would not be tolerated.

state
S murder in hotel Man forces pax to chant slogans,

heated argument and scuffle.
Police said Akash allegedly at-
tempted to force himself on the
woman, enraging the other two.

During the fight, Ram Chan-
dra and Jemamani allegedly
kicked Akash on the chest and
strangled him to death. After
committing the crime, the ac-
cused fled the hotel through a
rear road in the early hours of
December 26, leaving the body
inside the locked room.

When repeated knocks went
unanswered, hotel staff alerted
Sahadevkhunta police. Police,
along with a forensic team,
reached the spot and seized
the body December 27 in the
presence of the victim’s family.

Following the incident, SP
Pratyush Diwakar formed a
special investigation team.
Ram Chandra was arrested
from Betanoti in Mayurbhanj
district, while Jemamani was
picked up from Jajpur. Further
investigation is underway.

show Aadhaar at rly stn, arrested

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Balasore, Dec 29: The Gov-
ernment Railway Police (GRP)
arrested a man on charges of
assaulting passengers and al-
legedly forcing them to chant
‘Jai Shri Ram’ and show their
Aadhaar cards at Balasore
railway station, officials said
Monday.

The incident took place Sun-
day night when some passen-
gers, who claimed to be migrant
workers, were sleeping in the
waiting hall, police said.

A video purportedly showing
some miscreants waking up
passengers, demanding Aad-
haar cards and forcing them to
chant slogans circulated widely
on social media.

PTI, however, could not inde-
pendently verify the video.

Railway Protection Force
(RPF) personnel reached the
spot and arrested one of the

Minister cracks down
on illegal sand minin

POST NEWS NETWORK

Digapahandi, Dec 29: Minis-
ter for Mines, Steel, Commerce
and Transport Bibhuti Bhusan
Jena Sunday cracked down
on three tractors allegedly
engaged in illegal sand trans-
portation near Maulabhanja
village under Sanakhemundi
block in Ganjam district and
handed them over to Digapa-
handi police for investigation.

The incident has become a
topic of discussion in the area.

According to sources, the
minister was travelling from
Berhampur to Rayagada via
Digapahandi Sunday afternoon
to attend an official programme
when he noticed illegal sand ex-
traction and transportation from
the Ghodahada river near Maula-

bhanja village. Acting promptly,
he stopped three tractors carry-
ing sand and directed the police
to take custody of the vehicles.

A police team subsequently
seized the three sand-laden trac-
tors and brought them to the
police station. A case (510/25)
has been registered in this con-
nection under Digapahandi po-
lice station, said IIC-cum-DSP
Prashant Patra. It is alleged that
sand mafias have been illegally
extracting sand from riverbeds
under the Bahuda, Ghodahada
and Ramanadi river basins,
which fall under Digapahandi,
Sanakhemundi and Chikiti ar-
eas. The illegally mined sand is
reportedly being transported by
trucks and tractors to various
villages, including neighbour-
ing Andhra Pradesh.

A video purportedly
showing some
miscreants waking

up passengers,
demanding Aadhaar
cards and forcing
them to chant slogans
circulated widely on
social media

accused and handed him over
to the GRP.

The youth has been identified
as Sagar Jena of Gandarda vil-
lage within Sadar police station
limits, a GRP official said.

He said other associates have
been identified and will be ar-
rested soon. A case under BNS
126/196/115(2), 351(2) has been
registered and investigation is
underway, police added.

Taking to X, Odisha Pradesh

Derjang reservoir
to turn tourism hub

Angul: The Angul Forest Division

has planned to develop the Derjang
reservoir near this town into a tourism
hub with funding from the District
Mineral Foundation (DMF), officials
said. Located about 6 kilometers from
Angul town, the %5 crore project will
offer facilities such as boating, open-air
restaurants and tourist cottages.
Designed in a lotus shape and visible
from a distance, the park will have
two sections — one for general
recreation and another developed
as an herbal garden with medicinal
plants. An ultra-modern park is also
being developed to cater to visitors
of all age groups. A medicinal
garden featuring endangered plant
species will be developed nearby.
Tourist accommodation is also
planned. A three-story building
with a reception and ticket counter
on the ground floor, an open
restaurant with reservoir views on
the second floor, and three suites
on the third floor are part of the
facelift. Bookings will be available
online and offline. Boating will be
a major attraction, with 26 boats
of various types, including jet skis,
speed boats, pedal boats and aqua
bikes. Local youth will be trained
to operate the boats. About 40
youths have been identified, with
10 to be selected in the first phase,
officials said.

Congress Committee (OPCC)
president Bhakta Charan Das
said, “The assault on migrant
workers at Balasore Railway
Station, forcing Aadhaar
checks and slogan chanting is
the direct result of BJP’s divi-
sive politics. We strongly con-
demn this incident and demand
strict action. Odisha will not
tolerate politics driven by fear
and communal hatred.”

Tender Notice No. 59/ET/SBP/
ENGG/2025-26, Dated : 20.12.2025

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

For and on behalf of President of india, the
Divisional Electrical Engineer {Con), S. E.
Railway, Kharagpur invites e-tender for the
following works. Following tender has been
uploaded on website www.ireps.gowv.in.
The e-tender wilt be closed at 12.00 hrs. on
due date : e-Tender Notice No. : EL-CON-
KGP-MKO-SSP-25-06; Due Date :
20.01.2026; Brief Description of Works :
Supply, erection, testing & commissioning
of Modification of Markona/SSP work in
connection with the work of 3rd line
between Narayangarh and Bhadrak in
Kharagpur division; Cost: T 44,08,549.20;
Bid Security: ¥ 88,200.00; Completion
period: 03 Months; Interested tenderers
may visit website www.ireps.gov.in for full
details/ description/specification of the
tenders and submit their bids online. In no
case manual tenders for these items will
be accepted. NB: "Prospective Bidders
may regularly visit www.ireps.gov.in to
participate in all other tenders.” (PR-1013)

RAILWAY

Auction Catalogue No. SDCM-KUR-PKNG
(1) Lot No./Category: PARKING-KUR-
BSDP-TW-231-25-1 (Parking - Two Wheeler)
plsiANel I PARKING LOT FOR
TWO WHEELERS AT LOCATION NEAR
PUMP HOUSE BHUSANDAPUR
RAILWAY STATION I[N (DIVISION -

KHURDA ROAD). AREA - 200 SQM.

{2) Lot No./Category: PARKING-KUR-
NKP-TW-230-25-1 {Parking - Two Wheeler)
p]le U aN(e] S PARKING LOT FOR
TWO WHEELERS AT LOCATION AT
PLATFORM NO. 4 SIDE OF
NIRAKARPUR RAILWAY STATION IN
(DIVISION - KHURDA ROAD). AREA -
411.62 SQM (18.71 X 22.00).

(3) Lot No./Category: PARKING-KUR-
RHMA-MX-229-25-1 (Parking - Mixed)
o] To A1)\ PARKING LOT FOR
TWO WHEELERS, THREE WHEELERS
AND FOUR WHEELERS AT LOCATION
AT CIRCULATING AREA NEAR RCC
OVER HEAD WATER TANK IN AT
RAHAMA RAILWAY STATION OVER
(DIVISION - KHURDA ROAD). AREA -

599.25 SQM.

Lot Start Date & Time : 06.01.2026 at
1500hrs. (for All SI. No.)

(K= E G T 06.01.2026 at
1530 hrs (for SI. No. 1), 06.01.2026 at
1540 hrs (for Sl. No. 2), 06.01.2026 at
1550 hrs (for SI. No. 3)

Trips/Days: 1096 (for all SI. Nos.),
Minimum Increase : 0.2% (for all Sl.
Nos.), Lot Status : New in Draft
Catalogue (for all SI. Nos.).

Complete details available at website:
www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divl. Commercial Manager /

PR-851/Q/25-26 Khurda Road

Biramaharajpur, Dec 29: A 45-year-old man
was allegedly bludgeoned to death and his body
dumped near a pond at Nuapali village under this
police limits in Subarnapur district, police said
Monday.

The deceased was identified

e-Tender No. 54-eT-DENS-SBP-25

sesimse By S

Bank of India

Zonal Office: Bhubaneswar Zone, 1/1D, Star House, Jaydev
Vihar, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar-751015, Ph.:0674-2362249

Gold Auction
Notice

LYol (o], CONSTRUCTION OF
ROAD UNDER BRIDGE/LIMITED
HEIGHT SUBWAY IN LIEU OF LEVEL
CROSSING LJ 17 NEAR KM - 26/13-14
OF LANJIGARH - BHAWANIPATNA
BLOCK SECTION, LJ 22 NEAR KM
34/11-12 OF BHAWANIPATNA -
JUNAGARH ROAD BLOCK SECTION,
LJ 24 NEAR KM - 41/5-6 OF
BHAWANIPATNA - JUNAGARH ROAD
BLOCK SECTION, LJ 26 NEAR KM -
45/6-7 OF BHAWANIPATNA -| |SlL

head injuries.

as Pankaj Jagadala, a resident
of Nuapali in Ulunda block.
Villagers spotted the body on
the roadside Monday morning

~and alerted the police.

The body was seized and

. sentfor autopsy. Preliminary

findings indicate that Jagada-
la was attacked late Sunday
night and died due to severe

Based on a complaint by Surubabu Jagadala,

Pankaj’s father, po

lice registered a murder case

(259/25). A forensic team along with dog squad

was deployed unea

rth the case.

Police have detained one person for question-
ing, said IIC Sarangadhar Panigrahi. He said

previous enmity is

being examined as a possible

motive behind the crime.
The murder has left Pankaj’s five minor daugh-
ters orphaned as his wife and mother had died

earlier.

Locals have demanded the immediate arrest of
the culprits and justice for the bereaved family.

sisad dm a Indian Bank

ZONAL OFFICE: SAMBALPUR

At: Shyam Arcade, Khetrajpur,
Sambalpur - 768003

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Of

DIVISION.

JUNAGARH ROAD BLOCK SECTION
AND LJ 28 NEAR KM - 51/10-11 OF
BHAWANIPATNA - JUNAGARH ROAD
BLOCK SECTION OF SAMBALPUR

Approximate Cost of the Work : 1.

X 17,95,68,183.32, Bid Security: T 10,47,900/-

11.00 AM. For

charges/expenses) b
g this Bya

allegations or representations will be entertained from any borrowers in this r
assigning any reason in case, the bidding price so arrived at is observed to be low or inadequate. Further, if needed be Bank reserves the
right to change the date and time of the above scheduled auction or cancel the same without assigning any reasons thereon. Purity and net
weight and reserve price of gold ornaments/ coins etc. will be available to intersted bidders on auction date and auction venue/auction portal.

It is hereby brought to the notice of the following gold loan borrowers, their legal heirs, person engaged in the business of gold ornaments
and general public that in spite of repeated notices by the Bank, the following borrowers are not repaying their dues to the Bank. Notice is
hereby published that if they fail to deposit all their dues in their respective gold loan accounts (including Up-to-date interest and all costs,
15.01.2026, their pledged gold ornaments will be auctioned at Concerned Branch Premises on 16.01.2026 at
nk shall not be held responsible for any inconvenience or damage caused to the concerned borrowers and no
ard. Bank reserves the right to cancel the auction without

INO‘ Alc. No.

Gross Wt.| Net Wt.

Name & Address of the Borrower(s)

in Gram

Total Dues as on 30.11.2025
(excluding unapplied interest

In Gram Charges, Cost & Expenses)

|BANK OF INDIA, POKHARIPUT BRANCH, PLOT NO.: 400(P), GANDAMUNDA SQUARE, POKHARIPUT, BHUBANESWAR, MOB.: 8073713359

557377610000309 |Ashish Kumar Palai, S/o- Krushna Chandra Palai, PL G14, Ground| 24.350 | 22.500 71,12,451.60
Floor, B1 Block, Bhubaneswar-751017, Adhaar Address: Folice
557377610000328 |Colony, Uditnagar, Rourkela (M), Sundergarh, Odisha, PIN-769012, | 25.180 |22.950 1,10,600.00

{Twelve} Months

Hrs. of 12.01.2026.

Completion Period for the Work : 12

Tender Closing Date and Time :LA&EL

BANK OF INDIA, SAMANTRAPUR BRANCH, PLOT NO.: 985, FRIENDS COMPLEX, SAMANTRAPUR, BHUBANESWAR-751002,

MOB.: 9437883406

1. | 513477610000985 |Manas Kumar Mandal, Basistha Nagar, Old Town, Bhubaneswar. | 31.440 |26.000|

¥86,344.26

www.ireps.gov.in

No manual offers sent by Post/ Courier/
Fax or in person accepted against such
e-tenders even if these are submitted on 1.
firm's letter head and received in time.
All such manual offers shall be
considered invalid and shall be rejected
summarily without any consideration.

Complete information including 1
e-tender documents of the above
e-tender is available in website :

BANK OF INDIA, GODIPADA BRANCH, AT/PO: GODIPADA, DIST.: NAYAGARH, PIN-752092, MOB.: 9535804892

557977610005104

Sanjay Kumar Senapati, S/o- Jayasen Senapati, At: Todibadi,
PO: Bhaliadihi, PS: Sarankul, Dist.: Nayagarh.

13.700

10.300 ¥56,555.00

BANK OF INDIA, JA

MOB.: 8763844824

YADEV VIHAR BRANCH, 1/1D STAR HOUSE, JAYADEV VIHAR, NAYAPALLI, BHUBANESWAR-751015,

. | 556477610000157

Manjulata Rout, Plot No.: BL/32, VSS Nagar, Bhubaneswar, Khordha,
PIN-751007.

18.080

14.400 146,717.78

Note :

The prospective tenderers are
advised to revisit the website 15| | 4
(Fifteen) days before the date of closing
of tender to note any changes /
corrigenda issued for this tender. The
tenderers/bidders must have Class-Ili
Digital Signature Certificate and mustbe
registered on IREPS Portal. Only 1.
registered tenderer/ bidder can
participate on e-tendering.

BANK OF INDIA, BARIMUNDA BRANCH, AT/PO: BARIMUNDA, VIA: PATIA, PS: MANCHESWAR, DIST.: KHURDA, PIN-754001,

MOB.: 8280245168

.| 512777610001053

Samir Samal, S/o- Sanjaya Samal, Tangibanta, Kalyanpur,
Mancheswar, Bhubaneswar.

18.050

17.200 %1,06,120.00

BANK OF

INDIA, STPI BHUBANESWAR BRANCH, STPI ELITE BUILDING, GOTHAPATNA, BHUBANESWAR-751003,

MOB.: 8249474997

559977610000488

Sabnam Mishra, W/o- Sumit Kumar Mishra, At: LIV-465, Phase-4,
Dumduma Housing Board Colony, Bhubaneswar.

61.320

58.000 ¥3,60,439.00

BANK OF INDIA, KALINGA VIHAR BRANCH, HIG-401, K5, KALINGA VIHAR, MOB.: 7972396926

PR-949/Q/25-26

Divisional Rallway Manager (Engg.)/| | 1. |5169?7610000297 Soumen Mohanty, LIG-1084, K4, Kalinga Vihar, PIN-751019

[ 3.240 | 2.800 |

¥12,808.47

Ipur

APPENDIX - IV [Rule-8(1)]

POSSESSION NOTICE Ji&

(for Inmovable property)

ficer of Indian Bank under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a Demand Notice calling upon the Borrower/Guarantor/Mortgagor to repay
the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The Borrower having failed to repay the
amount, notice is hereby given to the following Borrower/Guarantor/Mortgagor and the public in general that the undersigned has
taken Symbolic Possession of the property described here-in-below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13(4) | | 1.
of the said Act read with Rule 8 & 9 of the said Rules. The Borrower/Guarantor/Mortgagor in particular and the public in general are
hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Indian Bank,

BANK OF INDIA, SAHID NAGAR BRANCH, A/123, SAHID NAGAR, PO: SAHID NAGAR, BHUBANESWAR, PIN-751007,

MOB.: 7008269259, 8895551343

555177610000841

Sunkar Mahesh, Ganesh Market, Jatni, Dist.: Khurda, Odisha,
PIN-752050.

55.380

49.500 2,26,939.70

BANK OF INDIA, KANDARPUR BRANCH, KANDARPUR, CUTTACK, PIN-754100, MOB.: 8328882635

1. | 536077610000398

Anil Kumar Pradhan, C/o- Sarat Kumar Pradhan, At/PO: Kandarpur,
Cuttack, PIN-754100.

10.100

7.000 ¥33,528.00

BANK OF INDIA, N

PIN-752106, MOB.: 9778626916

IMAPADA BRANCH, AT: JAYASHREE CHHAK, NEAR DEVI MANDAP, PO/PS: NIMAPADA, DIST.: PURI,

516277610001339

Mrs. Puja Dalai, W/o- Manas Kumar Das, At: Sorisiapada, PO/PS:
Gop, Dist.: Puri, Odisha, PIN-752110.

8.900

5.500 ¥28,370.00

BANK OF INDIA, GANGANAGAR BRANCH, PLOT NO.: 13, UNIT-6, GANGANAGAR, BHUBANESWAR-751001 MOB.: 9776032273

557277610001693 | Kunja Bihari Mallick, S.P. School Campus, Unit-6, Ganganagar,

Place: Sambalpur
Date: 29.12.2025

Sd/- Authorised Officer

VSS Marg Branch, Sambalpur for an amount mentioned herein below with interest & other expenses thereon. 1. PIN.751007 36.360 | 34.400 ¥2,48,814.00
The Borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) of the section 13 of the Act, in respect of time _ :

available, to redeem the secured assets. |BANK OF INDIA, SATYAI.BADI BRANCH, AT: MAHAJAN COMPLEX, PO: SAKHIGOP,_QL, DIST.: PURI, PIN-752014, MOB.: 8249589889

VSS MARG BRANCH, SAMBALPUR / | Amount Payable |Date of Demand 1.|517377610002535 g‘;’t';gg;‘:ﬁa Fradhan, Clo-_torhar Pradnan, At Matha Saht, POY 12.500 | 8100 %35,013.00
"a“‘g & A""'ES;"' Borrower/ spocified dats / P“;jgzz’"“ Description of the Immovable Properties BANK OF INDIA, KHANDAGIRI BRANCH, PLOT NO.: 1215/1514, KHANDAGIRI BARI, KHANDAGIRI,
uarantor/ Mortgagor BHUBANESWAR-751030, MOB.: 9178286377

Borrower: Mr. Lal Anil Singh, S/o.: Mr. Lal| 21,87,920/- All that pi d | of Land and truction th i - Bi i i . i

Durga Prasad Singh ? Guarantor/ ason 09.10.2025 |[on reio?éztélei: rt1hepr?alr‘;nee ch)f Marns. g?taﬁci):l? gilﬁé%n W?c;ﬁ 1.|558677610001389 EZ;'Z?:;,’;?; E-i&d?gfg'ms o Pidsmahar BlndaDl. AT Rare; 11.670 | 10.000 67,155.00

Mortgagor: Mrs. Gitanjali Singh, W/o.: Mr.| ~ 08.10.2025 / Mr. Lal Durga Prasad Singh, having Khata No.: 497/ £ -

Lal Durga Prasad Singh, Both are At: Main| + interest and 23.12.2025 |195, Plot I\Io?: 2805/5730, Agrea: Ac.O.g(JQ Déc. and Khata BANK OF INDIA, PURI BRANCH, CLERK ROAD, NEAR JHADESWARI CLUB, PURI-752001, MOB.: 9437199488

Road, Rengali, Dist.: Sambalpur-768212 | cost thereon No.: 497/195, Plot No.: 2804/5731, Area: Ac.0.06 Dec. | | 1, | 2ooer 010003632 |, o\ ini Mallik, Kashijagannathpur, Khadipada, Puri, PIN-751015, o270 |80.000 £5.09,/9010

(Total Area: Ac.0.15 Dec.), the property is situated at Mouza: Rengali, P.S.: Katarbaga MNo.: 19, Tahasil: Rengali, Dist.: Sambalpur, 555277610003633 63.210 | 56.800 ¥3,57,903.00

Kissam: Gharabari, Plot No.: 1 is Bounded by East: PWD Road, West: Plot No.: 2805, North: Parameswar Biswal, South: Road, Plot BANK OF INDIA, RAJSUNAKHALA BRANCH, AT/PO: RAJSUNAKHALA, NAYAGARH, MOB.: 8895721851

No.: 2 is Bounded by East: P. Sahu, West: Plot No.: 2804 (P), North: Own Plot, South: C. Biswal 1. | 558077610001827 Bhabani Sankar Barik, At: Gopalipada, PO: Jamusahi, Dist.: 10.100 |10.000 %55.661.00

Nayagarh, PIN-752066.

Indian Bank

Place: Bhubaneswar, Date: 29.12.2025

Zonal Manager, Bank of India
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US President Donald Trump gestures while holding a sword,
i Y near first lady Melania Trump, as they attend the Commander
b in Chief Ball in honour of his inauguration in Washington  reuress
h
N

2025 unfolded like a living mosaic--brilliant in places, shattered in others—each moment
captured against a world learning how to endure its own contradictions. The year opened its
eyes to Trump’s takeover, then lifted its gaze to awe at Maha Kumbh Mela--the world’s
largest spiritual gathering, and teared up to the echoes of a widow’s wail in the debris of an
Air India flight crash. It saw tomorrow break into the present as humanoid runners took their
first historic strides in China, while buried truths from yesterday resurfaced with the release
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The tail of an Air India airplane

of the Epstein files. In Rome, white smoke marked the selection of a new Pope, and elsewhere, sticks out of a hostel bulking
hope struggled to breathe amid scourge of war. Across continents, floods, fires, and quakes
I’QWI’Ote lClYldSCClpeS, but humanlty mO\/ed fOI’WGI’d CCll’I’ylng bOth llght and A picture, released from the Epstain files, shows writing on a female body next to a copy of the book ‘Lolita’  eevress

shadow, side by side. Together, these frames don't just document history; they ask us to feel it

A robot competes in the 1500m race during the World Humanoid Robot
Games in Beijing, China »

¥ ¢ AT B
Saja Hamad, a Palestinian woman, lies trapped under the rubble of
a house hitinan Israeli strike, in Nuseirat in the central Gaza Strip revress

Devotees crosspontoon brldges on the day they take a hon dip at Sangam
during the Maha Kumbh Mela, or the Great Pitcher Festival, in Prayagraj sevress

The iconic image of white smoke
rising from the Sistine Chapel
chimney symbolising selection of
a new Pope w»
- X o L 1 g LT i - . A portrait of the late Pope Francis is projected onto a water

: : ; - ; ; . : = M, 4¥ fountain at Magic Water Circuit, in Lima, Peru w»

1 Family members and relatives of Akash Patni, a victim of the Air India plane crash, grieve during his funeral procession in Ahmedabad e F

C C
M M
K K

A grieving woman sits next to the body of

her hushand who was shot dead during the

terror attack in Pahalgam, Kashmir P

.
Wong, 71, reacts after claiming his wife is trapped inside Wang Fuk
Court during a major fire, in Tai Po, Hong Kong, China REUTERS
o
y’
/
i g . | An Indigenous demonstrator is held by a staff meber as protesters forced their Way nto
¢ _ﬂ_:!' " | the venue hosting the UN Climate Change Conference (COP30), in Belem, Brazil REUTERS
ying Buddhist statue plctured |n5|de a pagoda : :
following a strong earthquake in Mandalay, Myanmar  reuress : ;},_ g,
, _= ' I - ¥
. W Nalma Abu FuI with her 2- -year- old malnourished chlld Yazan,
—— = at their home in the Shati refugee camp in Gaza City w» .
The northern lights fill the sky behind the Saint Joseph the
Woodworker Shrine near Valley Falls, Kansas, US
Sy === A 7 : ‘ N

C '« s — k2 | el R . . . - S Al et - ' ! : s s o P e - TR e e An old woman confronts a riot policeman during a weekly protest ™ Adrien Brody throws his chewing gum to Georgina Chapman after winning the Oscar for Best Actor for  C
M US President Donald Trump speaks with Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington Palestinians Ali Marouf and his mother, Aisha, cook on the roof of their house, which was destroyed by an Israeh offenswe, in Jabaliya, Gaza Strip a demanding better pensions for retirees in Buenos Aires, Argentina ] “The Brutalist’ at the 97th Academy Awards in Hollywood ceuress M
K K
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Scrapping of ¢
MGNREGA
anti-ru-

ral; statewide

protests to be

W \
launched T

against it L & M

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU I
CHIEF MINISTER, HIMACHAL PRADESH

They see
terrorists in
nationalists

and shantidoot
(messengers
of peace) in
real terrorists
such as Afzal Guru and Yakub
Memon. The Congress insults
nationalists, and calls terror-
ists such as the naxals and
members of the PFl and SIMI
their 'bhaijaan' (brothers). This
is the only thing they do

SHEHZAD POONAWALLA I

BJP NATIONAL SPOKESPERSON

Much
‘ progress

has been
achieved in the
last 10 years in
Assam under
the BJP gov- L
ernments. Bless the BJP with
another 5 years and every
infiltrator will be identified and
sent back

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

POST
OF THE DAY

Aravali : Online

Outrage, People on

the streets

Result : DECISION

REVERSED

KuldeepSengar :

Online outrage,

people on the streets

Result : DECISION REVERSED

This is what happens when people

realise the value of their voice

Keep speaking up, Keep outraging.
@RoshanKrRaii

SHORT TAKES

I ED questions Malayali
actor Jayasurya, wife

Kochi: Malayali actor
Jayasurya and his wife
Monday appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate here
for questioning in a “cheating-
linked” money laundering
case, official sources said.
The federal probe agency
recorded the statement of the
couple under the provisions
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, they said.
There was no immediate
comment from the couple

on the development. The
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
probe, as per the sources,
stems from at least four FIRs
registered by the Thrissur
police on charges of cheating
of some persons through an
online bidding application
called the ‘Save Box'.

|

NCP (SP) Mumbai
chief Rakhi joins BJP

Mumbai: In a setback to the
Sharad Pawar-led Nationalist
Congress Party (SP), its
Mumbai unit president Rakhi
Jadhav on Monday joined

the Bharatiya Janata Party
ahead of the January 15
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation elections. Jadhav
formally entered the BJP in
the presence of MLA Parag
Shah, and is likely to contest
on the ruling party’s ticket
from Ghatkopar.

Security guard hangs
self after killing wife

Noida: A 35-year-old security
guard allegedly killed his

wife after a dispute and then
committed suicide by hanging
here, police said Monday. The
incident occurred Sunday
evening at a rented house

in Saraswati Kunj, located
within the jurisdiction of the
Bisrakh Kotwali police station.
The deceased have been
identified as Anil, a native

of Etah district, and his wife
Anita (32).

“ Education
is not only

about getting good
package or place-
ment, but how
many people are
positively affect-
ed by your work
for betterment of
society

DROUPADI MURMU | PRESIDENT

DELHI SEES WORST DECEMBER AQI

Delhi recorded its worst air quality for
December this year since 2018 with an
average AQI of 349, even as farm fires
accounted for just 3.5 per cent of the
PM2.5 pollution, according to official
data. In December 2018, the capital
logged an average Air Quality Index
(AQI) of 360, an official told PTI

A h

Leaders condemn klllmg of Tripura student I am secular in true
T sense: CM Mamata

‘National disgrace’,
say leaders calling for
zero tolerance against
'hate crimes' targeting
NE people after killing
of Tripura student

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dehradun, Dec 29: Uttara-
khand Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami spoke to the fa-
ther of the student from Tripu-
ra, who was killed in an alleged
racial attack here, on phone
Monday and assured strict
punishment to the accused, as
leaders cutting across political
lines called for comprehensive
efforts to end “hate crimes”
against the people from the
northeastern states.

On Dhami’s instruction, the
Uttarakhand government also
sent a cheque of Rs 4.12 lakh
to the Chakma family as first
instalment of financial assis-
tance, officials said.

Rahul Gandhi and other op-
position leaders targeted the
BJP, alleging that the murder of
MBA student Anjel Chakma, 24,
was a fallout of the ruling dis-
pensation “normalizing” hate
and encouraging a “divisive
mindset”. Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav demand-
ed that the Supreme Court step
in and ensure justice.

Former Union minister
Shashi Tharoor said the brutal
killing “is a national disgrace”,
and political and religious lead-
ers must speak out against the
abuse of the people from the
Northeast as “silence is com-
plicity”.

Union minister Kiren Rijiju
expressed “dismay and anger”
over the killing and called upon
the people to fight against such
“mindset” together, saying any
such incident is “very shame-
ful” and harms the country.
He said the issue should not be
politicised.

Asked about Rahul Gandhi
and other opposition leaders
holding the BJP responsible

for the incident, Rijiju said,
“Be it a yougster coming from
the north east, Kashmir, Tam-
il Nadu, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Bengal... a student from any of
the states in the country, we are
all Indians. Everyone should be
sad with any such incident hap-
pening with anyone from any
part of the country. This isnot a
matter on which politics should
be done.”

“Be it the northeast or in
any other part of the country,
why should anyone from other
region be subjected to such dis-
crimination on the lines of race,
religion, caste and looks.”

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal
said the country needs strict
action and a national law
against racism and hate crimes.
“Justice must be swift and ex-
emplary,” he said on X. Speak-
ing in the same vein, Congress
leader Gaurav Gogoi demanded
that the case be investigated in
a time-bound manner and the
guilty be given the harshest
punishment to convey a mes-
sage across the country that
there is zero tolerance for such
crimes.

Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal
said Union Home Minister Am-
it Shah must speak up against

Tatanagar-Ernakulam Express
train catches fire in AP, 1 killed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Visakhapatnam, Dec 29: One
person was killed after two
coaches of the Tatanagar-Er-
nakulam Express caught fire
at Yalamanchili, about 66 km
from here, police said Monday.

The police received informa-
tion about the fire at 12:45 am.
A police official told reporters
that there were 82 passengers in
one of the affected coaches and
76 in another when the train
caught fire.

“Unfortunately, a dead body
was found in the B1 coach,” the
official added.

Initial investigations indicat-
ed that the fire did not originate
from the electrical panel side of
the coach, which is usually the
case, but from the linen storage
area, officials said, adding that
further investigation is under-
way, said a press release from
the Vijayawada Division of the
South Central Railway (SCR).

While all passengers de-

boarded, one passenger, Chan-
drasekhar Sundar, aged 70
years, could not deboard and
died due to fire, said the press
release.

The SCR said that ex gratia
would be paid to the family of
the deceased. Commissioner
of Railway Safety (CRS) of the
South Central Circle will hold
a detailed inquiry into the fire
incident, it said.

The two damaged coaches
were detached from the train,
which proceeded towards Er-
nakulam. The passengers in the
damaged coaches will be sent to
their destinations. Two forensic
teams are working to ascertain
the cause of the fire, the police
official said.

20\ .
the hate crimes. In a post on X,
he said the murder is “a shock-
ing display of a hate crime, of
bigotry, of the silence of our
leaders in government who by
their inaction are complicit.”

Gandhi said on X, “What hap-
pened to Anjel Chakma and his
brother Michael in Dehradun
is a horrific hate crime. Hate
doesn’t appear overnight. For
years now, it has been fed dai-
ly - especially to our youth
-- through toxic content and
irresponsible narratives. And
it’s being normalised by the
hate-spewing leadership of the
ruling BJP.”

Dhami, in his phone conver-
sation with Anjel Chakma’s
father, Tarun Prasad Chakma,
said he is saddened by the inci-
dent and that the state govern-
ment stands with the victim’s
family.

He told Tarun Prasad Chak-
ma that five accused have been
arrested in connection with the
incident, while another accused
is suspected to have fled to Ne-
pal, and efforts are being made
to arrest him by declaring a
reward.

Anjel Chakma, a final-year
MBA student at a private uni-
versity here, was seriously in-

jured when he was allegedly at-
tacked by some youngsters with
a knife and a bracelet December
9. He died December 26, after
being hospitalised for 17 days.

His father, a BSF jawan cur-
rently posted in Tangjeng in
Manipur, had alleged that his
son was “brutally attacked”
when he tried to defend his
brother who faced racial slurs
and was called “Chinese” by the
attackers.

The assailants called his sons
“Chinese momo” and abused
him, the father of the victim
told PTI over the phone. An-
jel told them that he “was also
Indian, not Chinese” but they
attacked him with knives and
blunt objects, he said.

“It is shameful that such in-
cidents are taking place in our
country. Who are these people
to question anyone’s national-
ity? Even if there is doubt, one
should go and complain to the
local police,” AIMIM chief Asa-
duddin Owaisi said.

In a statement issued from
the Samajwadi Party headquar-
ters, Akhilesh Yadav said, “A
divisive mindset is taking lives
every day and such elements,
enjoying political patronage,
are flourishing like poisonous
weeds.”

He claimed that such neg-
ative forces posed a serious
threat to the country, its unity
and integrity.

Yadav said it was impera-
tive for peace-loving and har-
mony-driven citizens to unite,
identify such anti-social ele-
ments within the society and
socially boycott them, warning
that otherwise anyone could be-
come a victim of such violence
in future.

Meanwhile, Tipra Motha
Party (TMP)-run Tripura Trib-
al Areas Autonomous District
Council (TTAADC) announced
a compensation of Rs 3 lakh to
the family members of the stu-
dent.

Candle light marches were
held by students’ organisations
and locals in Dehradun and in
Agartala demanding justice for
Anjel Chakma.

Banerjee flagged concerns
over the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
of the voter list, alleging

harassment of people and

loss of lives

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Dec 29: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee Monday rejected allegations
of indulging in appeasement,
asserting that she is “secular
in the true sense” and partic-
ipates in programmes across
faiths without discrimination.

She was speaking at the foun-
dation stone laying ceremony
of ‘Durga Angan’, a cultural
complex dedicated to Goddess
Durga, at New Town in Kolk-
ata. “People accuse me of in-
dulging in appeasement, but
it is not correct. I am secular
in the true sense,” she said,
adding that she attends pro-
grammes of all religions.

The Trinamool Congress
supremo did not identify the
accuser, but the opposition
BJP often charges her with ap-
peasing the Muslims. “You do
not say anything when I visit

a Gurdwara, but start criticis-
ing me when I attend an Eid
programme,” Banerjee said,
adding that one must love all
religions.

“When I visit a Gurdwara, 1
cover my head with a scarf. If I
go (to an event) during Ramadan,
why should I not (do the same)?”
Today, I am here, so I have cov-
ered myself with a scarf,” she
added. Banerjee also flagged con-
cerns over the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of the
voter list, alleging harassment
of people and loss of lives.

“People are being harassed
unnecessarily. More than 50
people have either committed
suicide or died within a month
(since the rollout of SIR in Ben-
gal on November 4). We cannot
stand this,” she said.

What is the relationship
between citizenship and the
right to vote, Banerjee asked.
“If someone speaks Bengali, the
individual does not get rooms
in hotels. If someone speaks
Bengali, the individual is la-
belled as Bangladeshi. Before
partition, we were all together,”
she said. The TMC chief was al-
luding to alleged intimidation
of Bengali-speaking Muslims in
various BJP-ruled states on sus-
picion of being Bangladeshis.

Indigo cancels 118 flights due to bad weather
gEGo e

Flight services were
cancelled at Delhi,
Mumbai, Bangalore,
Cochin, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Amritsar,
Chandigarh, Jaipur,
Dehradun, Indore, Patna
and Bhopal, among
others, as per the
IndiGo website

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 29: IndiGo Mon-
day cancelled 118 flights across
its network due to bad weather
and operational reasons, ac-
cording to its website.

Of these, six flight services
were axed due to operational
reasons, while the rest were
cancelled due to bad weather
conditions at various airports.

Flight services were can-
celled at Delhi, Mumbai, Banga-

%

lore, Cochin, Hyderabad, Kolk-
ata, Amritsar, Chandigarh, Jai-
pur, Dehradun, Indore, Patna
and Bhopal, among others, as
per the IndiGo website.

The airline, in a travel advi-
sory at 11.20 am, said, “Foggy
conditions remain in place
across Delhi and several air-
ports in northern India, with
visibility yet to improve fully.
As aresult, the earlier impact
on flight movements is likely to
extend into the noon hours, and
some delays may continue.”

In the advisory posted on
X, however, IndiGo did not
say it had cancelled 80 flights

Monday. “We assure you that
flight departures and arrivals
are being sequenced to ensure
steady and orderly movement,
while keeping your journey and
comfort in mind,” the airline
added in the advisory.

IndiGo, which cancelled
thousands of flights, includ-
ing 1,600 on a particular day,
early this month due to the
court-mandated stricter flight
duty and rest period norms for
the pilots, and left lakhs of pas-
sengers stranded at multiple
airports, has been cancelling
flights in good numbers since
the start of the fog season De-

! REVIVING INDIA’S ANCIENT MARITIME GLORY

INSV Kaundinya sets sail for maiden voyage

Named after the legendary
mariner Kaundinya, who
is believed to have sailed
from India to Southeast
Asia in ancient times, the

ship embodies India’s
historic role as a
maritime nation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Porbandar, Dec 29: INSV

Kaundinya, the Navy’s engi-

neless vessel built using the

ancient stitched-ship tech-
nique, embarked on her maiden
overseas voyage from Gujarat’s

Porbandar to Muscat Monday

to retrace old maritime routes
that once connected the west-

ern coast of India with Oman.

This historic expedition
marks a major milestone in
India’s efforts to revive, under-
stand, and celebrate its ancient
maritime heritage through a
living ocean voyage, according
to a defence release.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi extended his best wishes
to the crew of INSV Kaundinya.

“Wonderful to see that INSV
Kaundinya is embarking on her
maiden voyage from Porbandar
to Muscat, Oman... My best wish-
es to the crew for a safe and mem-
orable journey, as they retrace
our historic links with the Gulf
region and beyond,” the prime
minister said in a post on X.

Built using the ancient In-

dian stitched-ship technique,
this ship highlights India’s rich
maritime traditions, Modi said.

“I congratulate the designers,
artisans, shipbuilders and the

Indian Navy for their dedicated
efforts in bringing this unique
vessel to life,” the prime min-
ister said. He also shared some
photos of the ship and an image of

an old mural depicting an ancient
ship. The vessel was formally
flagged off by Flag Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief, Western Naval
Command, Vice -Admiral, Krish-
na Swaminathan, in the presence
of the Ambassador of the Sultan-
ate of Oman to India, Issa Saleh
Al Shibani, in Porbandar.

Inspired by depictions of
ancient Indian ships and
constructed entirely using
traditional stitched-plank
techniques, INSV Kaundinya
represents a rare convergence
of history, craftsmanship and
modern naval expertise, the
defence ministry said.

The 65-feet-long vessel has
been constructed using tradi-
tional stitched shipbuilding

cember 10. The airline had
cancelled 67 flights to multiple
airports December 25, citing
weather conditions, while Sat-
urday it cancelled another 57
flights from several airports,
citing bad weather.

The aviation regulator, the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), has announced the
period between December 10 and
February 10 next year as the offi-
cial fog window this winter. The
Delhi airport, in a passenger ad-
visory issued at 1400 hours, stat-
ed, “Flight operations at Delhi
Airport are running smoothly as
runway visibility has improved.
However, some flight departures
or arrivals for certain destina-
tions may be impacted. For the
latest flight schedules, please
contact your airline or visit the
official airport website.”

The airport in a morning ad-
visory had stated that “due to
persistent dense fog, flight op-
erations continue to remain un-
der CAT III conditions, which
may result in flight delays”.

to Oman

techniques, employing natu-
ral materials and methods that
date back several centuries.

With 18 sailors onboard, the
vessel will cover a distance of
1,400 km and reach the shore
of Oman after 15 days at sea,
according to the release.

The voyage retraces ancient
maritime routes that once
connected the western coast of
India with Oman, facilitating
trade, cultural exchange, and
sustained civilisational inter-
actions across the Indian Ocean.
The expedition is expected to sig-
nificantly enhance bilateral rela-
tions between India and Oman
by reinforcing shared maritime
heritage and strengthening cul-
tural and people-to-people ties.
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national:
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It is the duty of the Centre
to tell the states that such
incidents should be stopped,
there are evil people around and
they will always be there. We have
impressed upon the Centre
repeatedly that India is a secular
country and the Constitution gives
people of all faiths a right to
practice their religion

FAROOQ ABDULLAH | NATIONAL CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

HANGUL POPULATION
SHOWS STEADY GROWTH

The population of Kashmir Stag, popu-
larly known as Hangul, has shown a
significant and encouraging increase
over the years at a breeding centre in
south Kashmir. It reflects the success
of sustained conservation efforts by
the Department of Wildlife protection

ontroversy on redefining AravaIIi

iuotel 2 8

It is not just
‘ mining but
real estate
development that
is being opened up
by the double-en-
gine sarkar in New 2
Delhi-Jaipur against the recom-
mendations of the Forest Survey
of India
JAIRAM RAMESH I CONGRESS
GENERAL SECRETARY

xx Our party
condemns
any form of

lynching, and we
hope that the Ban- y
gladeshi observer il
or administrator,

Mr Yunus, and his administration
will take strong action against
such incidents xx

ASADUDDIN OWAISI | AIMIM CHIEF

All pre-
cautionary
measures

should be taken
for the safety of
women during the
New Year celebra- /

tions. It should be ensured that no
untoward incident occurs

SIDDARAMAIAH I CHIEF MINISTER, KARNATAKA

SHORT TAKES

¥ 2 Telangana women
die in US car crash

Hyderabad: Two women from
Telangana died in a road
accident in the US, according
to information received by
their family members Monday.
The victims, Meghana Rani
and K Bhavana, both aged

24, died in a car accident in
Bishop city of California, at
around 3 am (IST) on Monday
while they were on a tour.
The two women, natives of
Garla and Mulkanoor villages
in Mahabubabad district, had
gone to the United States

for higher studies, police
sources said. BRS Rajya
Sabha member Vaddiraju
Ravichandra expressed grief
over the death of two women.
Ravichandra spoke to the
parents of the deceased

and assured them that he
would take up the matter
with the officials concerned
to facilitate the return of the
mortal remains, according to
a press release.

CLASSIFIED

By virtue of an affidavit
sworn before the Notary
Public, Birmaharajpur,
No.226, Dt.20.12.2025, 1,
Meenakshi Agrawal,
W/o-Prahallad Agrawal,
R/0.-Vill./P.O./PS-
Subalaya, Dist.-
Subarnapur declare
that I have changed

my name from Meena
Kumari Agrawalla to
Meenakshi Agrawal and
DOB from 10.05.1977 to
28.05.1978. Henceforth

I shall be known as
Meenakshi Agrawal
and DOB- 28.05.1978

for all purposes.
Meenakshi Agrawal

I, Jayendra Behera,
(Aadhaar- xXxXx XxXxxX
5655), S/0.- Dharani
Behera, Kotapokhari,
Nayagarh, Odisha
declare that
DHARANIDHAR
BEHERA (as in
H.S.C. Certificate)
and DHARANI
BEHERA (used in
other documents) are
variant spellings of
my father’s name and
both refer to the same
person. This affidavit
is for correcting
discrepancies for job
and other applications
etc.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 29: The Ar-
avalli hills, one of the world’s
oldest mountain ranges, have
become the eye of a growing
political storm over its new
defining criteria and the en-
vironmental implications of
the new definition.

1. What is the controversy
about?

A committee of the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC)
recommended a change in
the definition of the Aravalli
hills and ranges to protect the
world’s oldest mountain sys-
tem in October this year.

The Supreme Court accept-
ed the recommendations last
month but kept the order in
abeyance Monday.

2. What were the commit-
tee’s recommendations?

The committee had recom-
mended that the “Aravalli
Hill” be defined as any land-
form in designated Aravalli
districts with an elevation of
100 metres or more above its
local relief, and an “Aravalli
Range” will be a collection of
two or more such hills within
500 metres of each other.

The committee, while de-
fining the Aravalli hills, said,

e o

Rajasthan Cong welcomes SC
decision, suspends protest

Jaipur: Welcoming the Supreme Court decision to stay its November 20 order on the
new definition of the Aravalli range, the Congress in Rajasthan Monday suspended
its campaign over the matter. The apex court Monday kept in abeyance the direc-
tions in its November 20 verdict that had accepted a uniform definition of the
Aravalli hills and ranges recommended by a committee of the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change. Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma also
welcomed the decision and said that it will further strengthen the government’s
efforts to curb mining mafias and illegal mining activities. “Our government is fully
serious and committed to the conservation of the Aravalli range. We are always de-
termined to establish the overall development of the state along with environmen-
tal protection,” Sharma said. He said that the decision by the court to form a new
committee for a thorough review of the Aravalli-related order is a welcome move.

“Any landform located in the
Aravalli districts, having an
elevation of 100 metres or
more from the local relief,
shall be termed as Aravalli

Hills... The entire landform
lying within the area enclosed
by such lowest contour, wheth-
er actual or extended notional-
ly, together with the Hill, its

supporting slopes and associ-
ated landforms irrespective of
their gradient, shall be deemed
to constitute part of the Ara-
valli Hills.”

3. Opposition to the new
definition of Aravallis

Activists, scientists and op-
position alleged that the redefi-
nition could open vast stretch-
es of the fragile mountain
ecosystem to mining. Those
who opposed the Centre’s new
definition alleged that it was
done without adequate scien-
tific assessment or public con-
sultation. So, it risks exposing
large parts of the Aravallis
across Haryana, Rajasthan and
Gujarat to mining.

4. Importance of Aravallis

The Aravalli hills and
ranges are among India’s
oldest geological formations,
stretching from Delhi through
Haryana, Rajasthan and into
Gujarat. Historically, they
have been recognised across 37
districts by state governments,
with their ecological role not-
ed as a natural barrier against
northern desertification and a
protector of biodiversity and
water recharge.

The Supreme Court had in
November emphasised that
uncontrolled mining here pos-
es a “great threat to the ecolo-

SURVIVOR WELCOMES SC ORDER

STAYING SENGAR’S LIFE SENTENCE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Unnao/New Delhi, Dec 29:
The Unnao rape case survivor
Monday expressed satisfaction
after the Supreme Court stayed
a Delhi High Court order sus-
pending the convict Kuldeep
Sengar’s life sentence and said
she has full faith in the justice
system.

The apex court, after hearing
the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation’s plea challenging the
high court’s decision, issued a
notice to Sengar, directing him
to file his response.

“I am very happy with this
decision. I have got justice
from the Supreme Court. I have
been raising my voice for jus-
tice from the very beginning,”
the survivor told PTI over
phone from Delhi.

“I do not make allegations
against any court. I have faith
in all courts, but the Supreme
Court has given me justice
and will continue to do so,”
she said.

She further said, “I will not
rest until he is hanged. I will
keep fighting. Only then will

my family and I get justice. We
receive threats even today.”

Family members also ex-
pressed relief over the Su-
preme Court's intervention.
The survivor's sister said she
had complete faith that the
court would ensure the ac-
cused is not released.

“He is a monster. He first
raped my sister and then de-

1 will not rest
until he is hanged. |
will keep fighting. Only
then will my family and |
get justice. We receive
threats even today

SURVIVOR

stroyed the entire family. I am
satisfied today. His bail should
remain rejected,” she said, add-
ing that the family would con-
tinue to pursue the case.

The survivor’s mother
thanked the top court for the
relief and told reporters that
those who killed her husband
should receive death sentence.

The Supreme Court Monday

stayed the Delhi High Court
order that had suspended Sen-
gar’s life sentence and grant-
ed him bail in the 2017 Unnao
rape case.
Sengar, a former legislator
from Unnao, was convict-
ed and sentenced to
life imprisonment
in the case that had
triggered nation-
wide outrage and
renewed debate
on crimes against
women and political
accountability.
Meanwhile, Sengar’s
younger daughter Ishita Sen-
gar posted an emotional mes-
sage on social media platform
X, appealing for fair justice.

In her post, Ishita wrote that
her family has been silently
waiting for justice for the last
eight years and continued to
place trust in the law and in-
stitutions.

She said her identity has
been reduced merely to “the
daughter of a BJP MLA” and
that she has constantly faced
hatred, abuse and threats on
social media.

gy of the nation” and directed
uniform criteria to safeguard
them. Their conservation is
thus vital for ecological sta-
bility, cultural heritage, and
sustainable development.

5. Ban on new mining leases

The Supreme Court had, No-
vember 20, accepted a uniform
definition of the Aravalli hills
and ranges and banned the
grant of fresh mining leases
inside its areas spanning Del-
hi, Haryana, Rajasthan and
Gujarat until experts’ reports
are out.

Following widespread con-
cern over the implications of
the new definition, the MoEF-
CC also announced a ban on
new mining leases.

6. What would have re-
mained protected as per the
new definition?

Parts of Aravallis are desig-
nated as tiger reserves, nation-
al parks, sanctuaries, eco-sen-
sitive zones around these pro-
tected areas, and wetlands and
plantations under the compen-
satory afforestation scheme.

These areas remain out of
bounds for mining or devel-
opment, unless permitted
specifically under the rele-
vant wildlife and forest acts,
irrespective of their status as
Aravalli hills.

Parliamentary panel
discusses MGNREGA
shortcomings

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 29: A par-
liamentary panel Monday ex-
amined various aspects of the
UPA-era rural job guarantee
law MGNREGA, which has now
been replaced by the Narendra
Modi government’s VB-G RAM
G Act, and how to move ahead
in the next six months for a
smooth transition to the new
legislation.

Sources said most members
of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayati Raj
talked about ways to be adopt-
ed in the next six months for
smooth transition when the
government shifts work pol-
icies from MGNREGA to the
Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) Act (VB-G RAM G),
how the payments would be
made to beneficiaries during
this period and how addition-
al budgetary support would be
arranged.

Committee Chairperson and
Congress leader Saptagiri Ula-
ka said the members discussed
various aspects of MGNREGA
threadbare and how to go about
in the next six months, as the
new law will be implemented
only when the rules are framed.

Lalit Modi apologises for “higgest fugitives’ remark

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Dec 29: IPL found-
er Lalit Modi Monday apolo-
gised for calling himself and
Vijay Mallya the “two biggest
fugitives” of India in a video
posted on social media and
said that his statement was
“misconstrued”.

In the now-deleted video
from Mallya’s 70th birthday
celebrations in London, Lalit
Modi joked about the pair’s
status as the “two biggest fu-

gitives” of India.

Issuing an apology, Lal-
it Modi said in an X post, “I
apologise if I have hurt anyone
feelings, especially the Indian
Government, whom I have the
highest respect and regard
for.” “The statement was
misconstrued and was never
intended to be as played out,”
the founding commissioner
of the Indian Premier League
(IPL) added. He concluded
the post by offering “deepest”
apologies.

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS DIVISION-1, GRNJAM, BERHAMPUR

Phone : 0680-2291405, E-Mail : eerw_gm1@yahoo.co.in
Government of Odisha e-Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. Online Tender//18//SERWDG-1//2025-26
Letter No. 6630//RWDG-I//BAM//Date : 18.12.2025

No.0-1831

1{Name of the Work

. {Building Works

2|Estimated Cost

1 |Rs.36.97 Lakhs to 49.43
Lakhs

3{Period of Completion

. |As per Annexure Column
No.06

4iDate & Time of Availability of
Bid Documents in the Portal

1 |From 31.12.2025 at 11.00

A.M. to 17.01.2026 upto 06.00
P.M.

5(Last Date / Time for Receipt
of Bids in the Portal

:117.01.2026 up to 6.00 P.M.

6{Name and Address of the
Officer Inviting Bid

: |Executive Engineer, Rural

Works Division-1, Ganjam,
Berhampur

Further details can be seen from

https:/iwww.tendersodisha.gov.in.

OIPR-25085/11/0043/2526

the e-procurement portal website

Sd./- Executive Engineer
R.W. Division-l, Ganjam, Berhampur

UP records highest domestic
tourism among states in 2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, Dec 29: Ex-
tensive renovation of re-
ligious, cultural and his-
torical sites, along with
the development of mod-
ern tourism infrastruc-
ture, have posited Uttar
Pradesh as the most
popular destination for
domestic tourism and in
fourth place in terms of
foreign tourist arrivals.
According to data re-
leased by the Ministry
of Tourism, Government
of India, more than 137
crore domestic tourists
visited Uttar Pradesh in
2025, besides 3.66 lakh
foreign tourists, the
state government said
in a statement Monday.
The most significant
contributor to this
achievement was the
grand Mahakumbh 2025
in Prayagraj, which
witnessed a historic

footfall of over 66 crore
devotees, the statement
said, adding that Ayod-
hya, Varanasi, Mathura
Vrindavan and Shravas-
ti have emerged as major
tourism hubs.

New avenues of re-
ligious and cultural
tourism have developed
across the state, the
statement asserted, say-
ing regular events organ-
ised by the tourism and
culture department such
as the ‘Deepotsav’, ‘Ran-
gotsav’, ‘Dev Deepawali’
and ‘Magh Mela’ have be-
come major attractions
for tourists from India
and abroad.

Uttar Pradesh has al-
ways been a vital centre
of Indian culture and
history, but tourism des-
tinations that remained
neglected before 2017
have been revived and
transformed under the
leadership of Chief Min-

ister Yogi Adityanath, it
said.

Along with resto-
ration, emphasis was
laid on strengthening
transport, hospitality
and connectivity. Im-
proved air connectivity,
expanded rail and bus
services, and growth of
accommodation facilities
have led to a significant
rise in foreign tourist
arrivals.

According to state-
ment, in 2025, the state
tourism department
initiated development
projects worth ¥1,283.33
crore.

Major projects include
beautification of ghats in
Varanasi, construction
of an integrated circuit
house and convention
centre, development of
the Kalinjar integrated
route in Chitrakoot, and
creation of tourist facili-
ty centres along the Ram
Van Gaman Marg.

Restoration work is in
progress at Bhagwanpur
Temple in Moradabad,
Ajitashram Yog Kunj in
Shahjahanpur, Valmiki
Nagar's Lav Kush Kuti,
Tretayug Bhoomi Kuti,
Bharatkothi, Sita Rasoi
and Kausalya Sthal.

OFFICE OF THE
MUNICIPALITY, PATTAMUNDAI

No 4447/PM Date 24-12-2025
Notice inviting Expression of Interest (EQ

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER
WATCO PROJECT DIVISION

Email:gmprojectsbp@gmail.com, Tel.No.0663-2411911

e-Procurement Notice
n Bid Identification No.08/Project/WATCO/SBP/2025-26

No.C-1909

No.C-1913 : The Executive Officer, Pattamundai Municipalit

behalf of Municipal Council of Pattamundai Municipality invites

sealed Expression of interest from SHG/Firm for operation

maintenance of Smart Park tatana, Ward No. 18 & Children’s Park,
Near Municipality Office, Ward No. 18 Pattamundai Municipality.

The proposal sealed in a envelope and the envelope must
written on top “Submission of Proposal for Operation and Mainten

of Smart Park & Children’s Park of Pattamundai Municipality” to be
submitted along with requisite documents addressing to Executive
Officer, Pattamundai Municipality through speed post/ courier by Dt.
14-01-2026 by 5 PM which will be opened on 11AM of 15-01-2026.
Detailed of EOlI may be downloaded from hitps:/kendrapara.
odisha.gov.in, https://pattamundaimunicipality.in or may be collected

from cash counter of this office of the undersigned in working
from 11am of 26-12-2025 to 5pm of 15-01- 2026.

Sd./- Executive Officer
Pattamundai Municipality

OIPR-13220/11/0027/2526

y on Dated 23 12.2025
Civil Sewerage Work
. Varies approximately from
Rs.12.43 Lakhs to Rs.38.47 Lakhs
for 3 (Three) nos. of works.

-

Name of the Work

2. Estimated Cost
and

3. Period of Completion . Refer to DTCN
have| [4. No. of Works . 3 (Three) Nos.
ance| |5 Tender Paper Cost . Referto DTCN

6. Class of Contractor : B, C&DClass

7.

. 11.00 hrs. of 01.01.2026 to

17.00 hrs. of 10.01.2026
: 12.30 hrs. on dtd.12.01.2026
General Manager, WATCO
Project Division, Sambalpur
At-40 MLD STP Campus, Bhatra,
Dhanupali, Sambalpur, 768005
Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal “https:/fiwww.

tendersorissa.gov.in”. SdJ- GENERAL MANAGER
OIPR-13236/11/0016/2526 WATCO PROJECT DIVISION, SAMBALPUR

Date & Time of availability of
bid document in the portal
Date of Opening of Bid

9. Name and address of the O.1.T.

©

days

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

KHORDHA (R2B) CIRCLE, KHORDHA

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
N0.2946, Dated 12.12.2025

No.B-910:

EOl Identification No.CCE-Khordha (R&B) Circle-01/2025-26

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

1. The Chief Construction Engineer, Khordha (R&B) Circle, Khordha
(the “Authority”) on behalf of the Works Department, Government

of Odisha (The government) invites Expression of Interest (

from eligible registered service providers as mentioned below:
2. Nature of Work : Arrangement of Venue set-up Logistics and other
allied activities associated with state level function at different 3

locations under Khordha (R&B) Circle.

3. Available of bid document in the website: From 10.30 A.M. of

30.12.2025 to 4.00 P.M. of 29.01.2026.
4. Date of Opening of Bid :- Dt.30.01.2026 at 11.00 AM
The bidders have to participate in Online Bidding only. Fu

details can be seen from the Website: hitps//fendersodisha.gov.in.

Any addendum/ corrigendum/ cancellation of tender can also be
in the said website. Sd.J- S.M. Padhi

Chief Construction Engineer
Khordha (R&B) Circle, Khordha

OIPR-34127/11/0051/2526

', OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUGTION ENGINEER,

No.B-882

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
PHULBANI (R&B) DIVISION, PHULBANI

e-mail- eeplbrb@gmail.com

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)

‘e’ Procurement Notice

Bid Identification No. SE-R&B-PLB--10-2025-26
(a) Name of the Work . |Building works - 1 (One) no.
Estimated Cost . 142.87 Lakh
Period of completion . |As Notified in Tender Call Notice
Date & Tiem of availability of |: {From 30.12.2025, 10.00 A M.,
Bid documents in the portal 15.01.2026, 5.00 P.M.
4) |Last date / time for receipt | |Upto 5.00 P.M. of dated

EOl)

N
bl Ko Nt

of bids 15.01.2026 in the portal
rther| ||5) |Name and address of the  |: |superintending Engineer, Phulbani
O.1T (R&B) Division

seen| | Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Corrigendum, if any, shall be published only in the above website.

Sd./- Superintending Engineer, Phulbani (R&B) Division
OIPR-34066/11/0006/2526
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As president
who has the
responsibility
to protect the lives
and safety of the
people, | offer my
deepest apologies. - 3
The disaster clearly revealed the
systematic problems and limita-
tions of our society. What’s needed
now is not perfunctory promises
or empty words but rather real
change and action.

LEE JAE MYUNG I PRESIDENT, SOUTH KOREA

The Mexican -
‘ Navy has |

informed me k
that, tragically, 13
people died in the
Interoceanic Train
accident

CLAUDIA SHEINBAUM I PRESIDENT, MEXICO

The unremit-
‘ ting hostilities

against the
minorities in Ban-
gladesh, including
Hindus, Christians @& ‘
and Buddhists, at KN f‘
the hands of extremists is a matter
of grave concern
RANDHIR JAISWAL | FOREIGN MINISTRY
SPOKESPERSON, INDIA

SHORT TAKES

¥ 3 cops, 6 IS militants
killed in Turkey

Turkey: Three Turkish police
officers and six Islamic State
militants were killed in a
gunfight in northwest Turkey
Monday, the Interior Minister
said, a week after more than
100 suspected IS members
were detained for planning
Christmas and New Year
attacks. Interior Minister Ali
Yerlikaya said eight police
and another security force
member were wounded in
araid on a property in the
town of Yalova, on the Sea
of Marmara coast south

of Istanbul. More than 100
addresses were raided
nationwide early Monday.
Turkey has stepped up
operations against
suspected IS militants this
year, as the group returns to
prominence globally.
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¥ Fire kills 16 at
Indonesian home

Manado: Fire at an
Indonesian retirement
home killed 16 older people
Sunday evening, police said.
The fire in the single-story
house in Manado, Indonesia's
North Sulawesi Province,
started while the residents
were asleep, police said
Monday. “The team on the
ground has confirmed that
the death toll currently is
16," North Sulawesi police
spokesperson Alamsyah
Hasibuan said. "Fifteen

of them were burned to
death, while one victim's
body remains intact." There
were 15 survivors who were
treated at two hospitals in
Manado, Hasibuan said.

I Tarique Rahman files
nomination papers

Dhaka: Bangladesh
Nationalist Party acting
chairman Tarique Rahman
submitted his nomination
papers Monday for the
upcoming elections. The
papers were filed around
12:00 pm Monday at

the office of the Dhaka
Divisional Commissioner

in Segunbagicha, the Daily
Star reported. Abdus Salam,
BNP chairperson's adviser,
accompanied by Professor
Dr Farhad Halim Donar,
chief adviser of the Doctors
Association of Bangladesh
(DAB), submitted the
nomination on Rahman’s
behalf. Rahman will contest
the February 12 election from
the Dhaka-17 constituency.
Today is the final day for the
submission of nomination
papers for the 13th National
Parliamentary Election.
Speaking at a briefing, Salam
expressed gratitude to all,
saying city residents warmly
welcomed Rahman after 17
years in exile.
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momentum

We haven’t
resolved
everything, but | think
we are making progress
in the right direction, and
we have to keep up the

SIHASAK PHUANGKETKEOW I
FOREIGN MINISTER, THAILAND

IRAQ'S NEW
PARL CONVENES

Iraq’s newly elected parliament
convened Monday for its first

session since the November na-

tional election, opening the way for
lawmakers to begin the process of

forming a new government.

Nepal: Ex-rapper to run for PM in key Vote after Gen Z protests

REUTERS

Kathmandu, Dec 29: Two
popular leaders have formed
an alliance ahead of March
parliamentary elections in
Nepal that will challenge the
older parties which have dom-
inated the Himalayan nation's
politics for over three decades,
party officials and analysts
said Monday.

Rapper turned-Kathmandu
mayor Balendra Shah, known
as Balen, a popular elected
official, joined the Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP) or na-
tional independent party, led
by a former TV host-turned

politician Rabi Lamichhane
Sunday, party officials said.

They said under the agree-
ment with RSP, 35-year old
Balen will become the prime
minister if the RSP wins the
March 5 elections while Lam-
ichhane, 48, will remain the
party chief.

Both have vowed to address
the demands raised during the
"Gen Z" or youth-led protests
against widespread corrup-
tion in September in which 77
people were Kkilled and led to
Prime Minister K.P. Sharma
Oli resigning.

"It is a very smart and strate-
gic move by the RSP to bring in

Balen and his young support-
ers into its fold," analyst Bipin
Adhikari said.

US offers Ukraine 15-yr
securlty guarantee

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kyiv, Dec 29: The United
States is offering Ukraine secu-
rity guarantees for a period of
15 years as part of a proposed
peace plan, Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said Monday, though he said
he would prefer an American
commitment of up to 50 years
to deter Russia from further at-
tempts to seize its neighbour's
land by force.

US President Donald Trump
hosted Zelenskyy at his Florida
resort Sunday and insisted that
Ukraine and Russia are “closer
than ever before” to a peace set-
tlement.

Negotiators are still search-
ing for a breakthrough on key
issues, including whose forces

withdraw from where and the
fate of the Russian-occupied
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power
plant, one of the 10 biggest in
the world. Trump noted that
the months-long US-led negoti-
ations could still collapse.

“Without security guaran-
tees, realistically, this war
will not end,” Zelenskyy told
reporters in voice messages
responding to questions sent
via a WhatsApp chat. Ukraine
has been fighting Russia since
2014, when it illegally annexed
Crimea and Moscow-backed
separatists took up arms in the
Donbas, a vital industrial region
in eastern Ukraine.

Details of the security guar-
antees have not become public,
but Zelenskyy said Monday that
they include how a peace deal

would be monitored as well as
the “presence” of partners. He
didn't elaborate, but Russia has
said it won't accept the deploy-
ment in Ukraine of troops from
NATO countries.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said Monday that Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
and Trump were expected to
speak in the near future, but
there was no indication the
Russian leader would speak to
Zelenskyy.

French President Emmanuel
Macron said Kyiv's allies will
meet in Paris in early Janu-
ary to “finalise each country's
concrete contributions” to the
security guarantees.

Trump said he would consid-
er extending US security guar-
antees for Ukraine beyond 15
years, according to Zelenskyy.
The guarantees would be ap-
proved by the US Congress as
well as by parliaments in other
countries involved in oversee-
ing any settlement, he said.

Zelenskyy said he wants
the 20-point peace plan under
discussion to be approved by
UKkrainians in a national refer-
endum.

However, holding a ballot re-
quires a ceasefire of at least 60
days, and Moscow has shown no
willingness for a truce without
a full settlement.

“Traditional political parties
are in pain for fear of losing
their young voters to RSP,”

he said. The election commis-

sion says nearly 19 million of
Nepal’s 30 million people are
eligible to vote in the elections.
Nearly one million voters —
mostly youths — were added
after the protests.

Balen was in the spotlight
after the protests and was an
undeclared leader of the young-
sters who led the September
protests.

He also helped form the in-
terim government of former
Chief Justice Sushila Karki
that will oversee the vote.

Some critics have ques-
tioned Balen's role during
the protests, saying he rarely

appeared in public and only
addressed supporters on so-
cial media. Oli’s Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marx-
ist-Leninist) or UML and the
centrist Nepali Congress par-
ty have shared power between
them for most of the past three
decades and are most likely to
be challenged by Balen.
Lamichhane formed the RSP
ahead of the 2022 elections and
is popular for his anti-corrup-
tion campaign as a TV host.
He is out on bail in connec-
tion with a case in which he
was accused of alleged misuse
of funds collected by coopera-
tives from small depositors.

Explosive activity concentrates at the north-east crater of the Mount Etna, as an eruption started on Dec. 24 con-

tinues, in Sicily, Italy, Monday

AP PHOTO

B’desh Gen-Z party faces revolt over Islamist alliance

REUTERS

Dhaka, Dec 29: A Bangladeshi
youth-driven party born out
of the country's 2024 uprising
is facing an open revolt from
within after sealing an elec-
tion alliance with an Islamist
group, a move analysts say
could jeopardise its future and
reinforce established parties.
At least 30 senior leaders
of the National Citizen Party
(NCP) have openly opposed its
alliance with Jamaat-e-Islami,
announced on Sunday, with
several resigning in protest.

China stages record drills to encircle Taiwan

REUTERS

Beijing/Taipei, Dec 29: China
launched its most extensive war
games around Taiwan Monday
to showcase Beijing’s ability to
cut off the island from outside
support in a conflict, testing Tai-
pei’s resolve to defend itself and
its arsenal of US made weapons.

The Eastern Theatre Com-
mand said it had deployed
troops, warships, fighter jets
and artillery for its “Justice
Mission 2025” exercises to en-
circle the democratically gov-
erned island, conduct live fire
and simulated strikes on land
and sea targets, and drills to
blockade Taiwan's main ports.

The live-firing exercises will
continue Tuesday across a re-

cord seven zones designated
by China’s Maritime Safety
Administration, making the
drills the largest to date by total
coverage and in areas closer to
Taiwan than previous exercis-
es. The military had initially
said artillery firing would be

confined to five zones.
Taiwan’s Defence Ministry
said there was also an extra
zone for a two-hour drill on
Monday morning, which took
place without a Chinese an-
nouncement in the eastern
waters of the island. The Trans-

port Ministry said more than
100,000 passengers on sched-
uled international flights will
be affected by Tuesday’s drills,
while around 80 domestic
flights are set to be cancelled.

China’s sixth major round
of war games since 2022, after
then-US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi visited the democrati-
cally governed island, follows
stronger rhetoric promoting
Beijing’s territorial claims in
response to Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi sug-
gesting a hypothetical Chinese
attack on Taiwan could trigger
amilitary response from Tokyo.

Taiwan rejects China’s
claimed sovereignty, maintain-
ing that only its people can de-
cide the island’s future.

The Muslim-majority South
Asian nation goes to the polls
on February 12.

Before the deal, opinion
polls had predicted Jamaat fin-
ishing a close second behind
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) of former Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia, while
the NCP lagged far behind in
third place.

"The NCP presented itself
as a youth-driven alternative
to traditional power struc-
tures. That identity is now un-
der serious strain," said H.M.
Nazmul Alam, an academic.

"Youth-based movements do
not collapse only because they
lose elections. They collapse
when they lose clarity and in-
ternal unity."

The NCP was formed earli-
er this year by leaders of the
protests that ousted long-time
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na in August, 2024, forcing
her to flee to India. Driven
by Gen-Z activists born af-
ter the late 1990s, it says it
aims to free the nation from
decades of nepotism and the
dominance of Hasina's Awami
League and the BNP.

Iran Central Bank guv resigns as
protests erupt over currency drop

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tehran, Dec 29: The head of
Iran's Central Bank resigned
Monday as protests erupted in
Tehran and several other cities
after the country’s currency
plummeted to a new record low
against the US dollar.

The resignation of Moham-
mad Reza Farzin was reported
by state TV, as hundreds of
traders and shopkeepers rallied
in Saadi Street in downtown
Tehran as well as in the Shush
neighbourhood near Tehran's
main Grand Bazaar.

Merchants at the market
played a crucial role in the 1979
Islamic Revolution that ousted
the monarchy and brought Isla-

mists to power.

The official IRNA news agen-
cy confirmed protest gatherings.
Witnesses reported similar ral-
lies in other major cities includ-
ing Isfahan in central Iran, Shi-
raz in the south and Mashhad in
the northeast. In some places in
Tehran, police fired tear gas to
disperse protesters.

Witnesses told The Associ-
ated Press that traders shut
their shops and asked others
to do the same. The semiofficial
ILNA news agency said many
businesses stopped trading
even though some kept their
shops open. Iran's rial Sunday
plunged to 1.42 million to the
dollar. On Monday, it traded at
1.38 million rials to the dollar.

Young Africans find hope in farmzng as urban life gets expensive

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tambacounda, Dec 29: On a
blazing afternoon in Senegal,
33-year-old farmer Filly Manga-
ssa heaved peanut plants onto
a horse-drawn cart, sending
clouds of dust swirling.

Ten years ago, he left his
village for the capital, Dakar,
dreaming of becoming a profes-
sor. But the high cost of living
and lack of jobs put that dream
out of reach.

“Particularly after COVID,
companies weren't hiring, and
prices were rising,” said Man-
gassa, who has a master's de-
gree in criminology. “I thought:
My father and my grandfather
were farmers, so why not use
that experience and go back to
my hometown and try to make
a living in agriculture.”

Across much of Africa,
farming has long been seen as
low-status work, pushing young
people to cities in search of of-
fice jobs.

“For my father and some peo-
ple in my family, they sort of
saw me returning to the coun-
tryside as a step back,” Manga-
ssa said.

But that perception is chang-
ing. Rising food prices, invest-
ments in irrigation and access
to new technologies are making
agriculture more profitable.
Governments and nonprofits
now fund programs that teach
advanced farming skills and
support farmers with equip-

ment, fertilisers, pesticides
and seeds.
“When my father saw that I

had a clear, thorough business
plan, he encouraged me and

helped me with the administra-
tive process to acquire land,”
Mangassa said.

He is part of a trend of young
Africans leaving cities to try
their luck at farming. Manga-
ssa says he makes a profit of
around 2 million CFA (USD

3,500 a year), far above Sene-
gal's average yearly income of
about USD 2,500.

Africa is the world's fast-
est-urbanising region, with
cities growing at an average
rate of 3.5% per year. As city
populations increase, so does

the cost of living.

Median rents and grocery
prices in places like Dakar
or Kenya's capital of Nairobi
are approaching those of ma-
jor European cities, despite
median salaries being signifi-
cantly lower, according to the
World Bank.

Meanwhile, between 10 and
12 million young Africans enter
the job market each year while
only about 3 million formal jobs
are created, according to the Af-
rican Development Bank.

“A lot of my friends who
graduated at the same time as
me now work as motorcycle
taxi drivers and barely make a
living,” Mangassa said.

Mangassa now owns a 32-acre
farm where he grows peanuts,
corn, vegetables and fruit. He
received some funding to buy

land from a World Food Pro-
gram initiative helping young
Africans start careers in agri-
culture.

Launched in 2023 and set to
run through early 2027, it has
supported around 380,000 peo-
ple in launching agricultural
businesses.

It works with local govern-
ments to allow young farm-
ers to acquire land, often a
challenge because of complex
ownership systems and young
people's difficulty in obtaining
loans, as they are seen as high
risk.

In Senegal, the program has
supported over 61,000 people,
with more than 80% launching
farms, according to WFP. It al-
so operates in Ghana, Nigeria,
Mozambique, Uganda, Rwanda,
Kenya and Tanzania.
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2025 has just
‘ been one of
those wild ¢
years, with geopo- ’,"
litical drama every- P
where, layoffs mm
hitting the IT world '
hard, no end to the tariff debate --
all sorts of curve-balls keeping the
market on edge

ANUJ PURI | CHAIRMAN, ANAROCK

We are
committed to
offering the

best solutions for
managing chronic
metabolic diseases
like diabetes, and
addressing obesity is
one of the most urgent
global health challenges

NILESH GUPTA | MD, LUPIN

India's
electronics
manufac-

turing growth is
increasingly being
driven by regional
clusters beyond
the traditional hubs

RAJOO GOEL | SECRETARY GENERAL, ELCINA

SHORT TAKES

™ Record RE addition

New Delhi: The country
added a record 44.5 gigawatt
of renewable energy capacity,
including 35 GW from solar,

till November this year, an
official statement said Monday.
The total renewable energy
installed capacity reached
253.96 GW in November 2025,
registering an increase of

over 23 per cent as compared
to 205.52 GW a year ago, the
statement from Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE) said. The highest-ever
renewable energy capacity
addition has been made during
2025. The total renewable
energy capacity added during
the year (till November) is
44.51 GW, nearly double as
compared to 24.72 GW during
the same period last year.
Solar is the major contributor
in this progress. Solar capacity
addition is 34.98 GW as
compared to 20.85 GW during
the same period last year. The
overall solar energy installed
capacity reached 132.85 GW

in November 2025, registering
an increase of over 41 per cent
as compared to 94.17 GW in
November 2024. Wind capacity
also registered a substantial
growth with capacity addition
of 5.82 GW compared to 3.2 GW
during the same period last
year. Wind energy installed
capacity crossed 50 GW mark
in March 2025. The wind energy
installed capacity reached
53.99 GW in November 2025,
which is an increase of over
12.5 per cent as compared to
47.96 GW in November 2024.

¥ ATM numbers dip

Mumbai: The number of
automated teller machines
(ATMs) declined moderately
in FY25, with the increase

in digitisation, a RBI report
said Monday. The number of
bank branches increased by
over 2 per cent on the back
of network expansion by

the public sector banks, the
report on Trend and Progress
of Banking in India for FY25
said. The overall number of
ATMs declined to 2,51,057
as of March 31, 2025, from
2,53,417 in the year-ago
period, driven down further
by private-sector banks'
strategies, it indicated.
Private sector banks' ATM
network declined to 77,117
from 79,884 in the last year,
while the public sector banks
also had a decline to 1,33,544
from 1,34,694 in the year-
ago period, it said, adding
that the decline was due to
both groups shutting down
offsite ATMs. Public sector
banks' ATM distribution was
evenly distributed between
rural, semi-urban, urban
and metropolitan areas,
while the private sector
banks and foreign banks
had a concentration in the
urban and metropolitan
areas in their ATM networks.
However, banks continue to
open new branches despite
the ingress of alternative
channels powered by digital

technologies, the report said. _|

G

From January 1, 2026, 100 per
cent Australian tariff lines will

be zero-duty for Indian exports,
unlocking fresh opportunities for
labour-intensive sectors

PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

] 2-YEAR HIGH

Manufacturing boosts
factory output to 6.7%

During the April-Nov period of FY20, the country's industrial production
growth decelerated by 3.3% compared to 4.1% in the same period YoY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 29: India's in-
dustrial production grew at a
two-year high of 6.7 per cent in
November this year, driven by
strong performances in mining
and manufacturing, mainly on
account of order pile-up fol-
lowing a cut in GST rates, ac-
cording to official data released
Monday.

The factory output, mea-
sured in terms of the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP), had
expanded by 5 per cent in No-
vember 2024. The previous high
was recorded at 11.9 per cent in
November 2023.

Ahead of the festivals, the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
rates were cut on a host of con-
sumer items, effective from
September 22, 2025, to boost
demand and consumption in
the country.

This led to piling of manufac-
turing orders to get benefit of
GST rate reduction.

Aditi Nayar, Chief Econo-
mist, Head - Research & Out-
reach, ICRA, said, "The impact
of the US tariffs and penalties
is likely to reflect across some
of the manufacturing segments,
partly offsetting the positive
impact of the GST rate rejig."

However, she stated that the
electricity demand expanded
in December 2025 after a gap
of two months, which should
boost power generation in the
month, auguring well for IIP
growth in the month.

"We expect the IIP growth to
ease to 3.5-5.0% in December
2025, as the base effect nor-
malises and the benefit from
restocking wanes," she added.

The National Statistics Office
(NSO) revised the industrial
production growth to 0.5 per
cent for October 2025 from the
provisional estimate of 0.4 per
cent released last month.

The NSO data showed that
the manufacturing sector's out-

Monthly IIP Growth Rate (November 2024 - November 2025)
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‘ The impact of the US

tariffs and penalties is
likely to reflect across some
of the manufacturing seg-
ments, partly offsetting the
positive impact of the GST
rate rejig

ADITI NAYAR | CHIEF ECONOMIST,
HEAD - RESEARCH & OUTREACH, ICRA

put grew by 8 per cent in No-
vember 2025 from 5.5 per cent
in the year-ago month. Mining
production rose by 5.4 per cent
against a growth of 1.9 per cent
recorded a year ago.

Power production contract-
ed by 1.5 per cent in November
2025, compared to 4.4 per cent
expansion in the year-ago pe-
riod. An NSO statement said,
"Driven by 8 per cent growth
in manufacturing sector, IIP
recorded a 6.7 per cent year-on-
year growth in November 2025.
The growth is led by Manufac-
ture of basic metals and fabri-
cated metal products, pharma-
ceuticals and motor vehicles."

It also explained that the
growth in the mining sector at
5.4 per cent has also rebounded
due to closure of monsoon sea-
son and strong growth in me-

ROBUST PERFORMANCE IN FY25
Bad loans of banks dip to multi-decadal low

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 29: Commer-
cial banks maintained robust
performance in 2024-25, with
the gross non-performing as-
sets (GNPA) ratio declining to
a multi-decadal low of 2.2 per
cent at March-end, according to
a RBI report released Monday.

The banking sector remained
resilient during 2024-25, sup-
ported by a strong balance
sheet, sustained profitabili-
ty and improved asset quali-
ty, said the Report on Trend
and Progress of Banking in
India 2024-25.

Bank credit and deposit
growth continued in double-dig-
its, albeit with a moderation.
Capital and liquidity buffers
remained well above the reg-
ulatory requirements across
bank groups.

"Strong banking sector fun-
damentals provide a buffer
against risks, which, together
with prudent regulation, create
conditions for sustained credit
flow," the report said.

Net profits of commercial
banks increased during 2024-
25, albeit at a slower pace
compared to the previous
year, it added.
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*Figures for Nov 2025 are Quick Estimates

tallic minerals such as Iron ore.

Within the manufacturing
sector, 20 out of 23 industry
groups have recorded positive
year-on-year growth in Novem-
ber 2025.

As per the use-based clas-
sification, the capital goods
segment grew 10.4 per cent in
November 2025, up from 8.9 per
cent in the year-ago period.

Consumer durables (or white
goods production) grew by 10.3
per cent during the reporting
month compared to a 14.1 per
cent growth in November 2024.
In November 2025, consumer
non-durables output grew by 7.3
per cent against a 0.6 per cent
growth a year ago.

Infrastructure/construction
goods reported a 12.1 per cent
expansion in November 2025,
up from 8 per cent expansion
in the year-ago period.

The data also showed that the
output of primary goods grew
by 2 per cent in November 2025
compared to 2.7 per cent growth
a year earlier.

The expansion in the inter-
mediate goods segment was 7.3
per cent in the month under
review against 4.8 per cent
growth a year ago.

DARK CLOUDS OVER AVIATION SECTOR

The domestic aviation industry is estimated to
post around ¥17,000-18,000 crore net loss in the
current fiscal year on account of a likely lower
passenger traffic, among other factors, ratings
agency ICRA said Monday. Earlier, the industry
was projected to post a loss of ¥9,500-10,500
crore during 2025-26

Benchmarks

In freefall

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 29: Benchmark
Sensex declined by nearly 346
points while Nifty closed below
26,000 Monday due to selling in
utilities, IT and blue-chip oil &
gas shares, foreign fund out-
flows and thin year-end trading.

Extending the downtrend
to the fourth day running, the
30-share BSE Sensex declined
by 345.91 points or 0.41 per cent
to settle at 84,695.54. During the
day, it dropped 403.59 points or
0.47 per cent to 84,637.86.

Registering its third day of
decline, the 50-share NSE Nifty
edged lower by 100.20 points or
0.38 per cent to 25,942.10.

Among 30 Sensex firms,
Adani Ports was the biggest
loser, dropping by 2.22 per cent.
HCL Tech fell by 1.86 per cent,
Power Grid by 1.85 per cent,
Trent by 1.36 per cent, Bharat
Electronics by 1.26 per cent and
Bharti Airtel by 1.14 per cent.

Reliance Industries was a
major drag on key indices,
closing 0.88 per cent lower.
According to sources, the
government is seeking over
$30 billion from Reliance In-
dustries and BP as compen-
sation, alleging the partners
built larger-than-required fa-
cilities at the KG-D6 fields and
subsequently failed to meet
natural gas output targets.

Tata Steel was the biggest
gainer among Sensex shares,
rising by 1.83 per cent. Asian
Paints, Hindustan Unilever,
and Eternal also advanced.

Broader markets also came
under pressure as the BSE
smallcap gauge declined by
0.58 per cent and midcap index
dipped by 0.45 per cent.

Among sectoral indices, utili-
ties tanked the most by 0.91 per
cent, followed by power (0.86
per cent), IT (0.80 per cent),
BSE Focused IT (0.79 per cent),
realty (0.76 per cent) and capital
goods (0.71 per cent).

BSE telecommunication, PSU
bank, oil & gas and FMCG end-
ed higher.

Foreign institutional inves-
tors offloaded equities worth
%2,759.89 crore on Monday, ac-
cording to exchange data.

On Friday, the Sensex
dropped 367.25 points or 0.43 per
cent to settle at 85,041.45. The
Nifty declined by 99.80 points or
0.38 per cent to 26,042.30.

Silver scales new
lifetime high

GOLD & SILVER
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White metal surges
33,050 to hit record
324 lakh per kg
in Delhi markets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 29: Silver
prices extended the record-set-
ting rally for the fifth straight
day on Monday, jumping % 3,650
t0 ¥2,40,000 per kg in the nation-
al capital due to persistent buy-
ing by traders, according
to the All India Sarafa
Association.

The white pre-
cious metal had
closed at %2,36,350
per kilogram Fri-
day. Meanwhile,
gold of 99.9 per cent
purity retreated from
its record levels by de-
clining ¥500 to ¥1,41,800 per
10 grams (inclusive of all tax-
es). It had climbed 1,500 to hit
afresh record of ¥1,42,300 per 10
grams in the previous market
session.

Gold traded weak on Monday
as traders booked profit after
the yellow metal in the inter-
national markets slipped near-
ly $70 to USD 4,463 per ounce
amid high volatility, Jateen
Trivedi, VP Research Analyst
- Commodity and Currency,
LKP Securities, said.

In the overseas markets,
spot gold was trading lower
by $69.67, or 1.54 per cent, at
$4,462.96 per ounce.

Spot silver retreated from
lifetime highs to trade lower
by $4.06, or 5.13 per cent, to

FAR THIS
YEAR, SILVER
PRICES HAVE DELIVERED
REMARKABLE RETURNS,

SURGING 167.55%, OR
¥1,50,300, FROM 389,700
PER KG RECORDED

DECEMBER
31, 2024
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$75.09 per ounce, pressured by
profit-taking after an end-of-
year rally that notched a fresh
record of $83.97 per ounce.

"The broader trend remains
volatile as markets reassess
positions after the recent sharp
rally. This week, the Federal
Reserve's meeting minutes will
be a key trigger, while the US
holiday period could keep trad-
ing volumes relatively thin,"
Trivedi said.

Hareesh V, Head of Com-
modity Research, Geojit
Investments Ltd, said,
"In 2025, gold, and
silver reached re-

cord highs, driven
by a potent blend
of macroeconom-
ic shifts, indus-
trial demand, and
structural supply
tightness."

He further said com-
modities have arguably become
the standout outperformer while
equities continue to deliver
modest gains, it's the surge in
raw materials that's capturing
attention.

"This divergence reflects
rising demand for tangible as-
sets amid inflation concerns,
resilient industrial consump-
tion post-Covid, and mounting
geopolitical risks, factors that
have boosted commodities' ap-
peal relative to paper assets,"
Hareesh V said.

On the market outlook, he
added that in 2026 and beyond,
the bullish trend in commodities
appears poised to persist, driven
by enduring structural dynam-
ics across multiple sectors.

All-new VICTORIS wms Indlan Car of the Year 2026 award

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: Maru-
ti Suzuki VICTORIS ‘Got it All’
SUV has been recognised as the
winner of the prestigious ‘Indi-
an Car of the Year (ICOTY) 2026’
award, reaffirming the brand’s
leadership in innovation and
customer-centric  mobility.
To mark the achievement,
Maruti Suzuki dealers from
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack cel-
ebrated the milestone with VIC-
TORIS customers in the city.
The VICTORIS, positioned
as a premium mid-size SUV,
stands out for its segment-first
features and advanced tech-

nology. It offers a ‘Theatre on
Wheels’ infotainment expe-
rience with an 8-speaker pre-
mium sound system featuring
Dolby Atmos, paired with a
25.65 cm (10.1-inch) SmartPlay
Pro X touchscreen. Enhanc-

ing safety and convenience,
the SUV is equipped with an
advanced Level-2 ADAS suite,
a high-definition 360-degree
view camera, and customisable
64-colour ambient lighting.

In terms of powertrain op-

tions, the VICTORIS is avail-
able with a 1.5-litre Strong Hy-
brid system featuring EV mode
for a refined and near-silent
drive. The Strong Hybrid vari-
ant delivers an impressive fuel
efficiency of 28.75 km/1 (e-CVT),
combining performance with
economy. Adding to its list of
innovations, the VICTORIS
S-CNG variant introduces a seg-
ment-first underbody fuel tank
design, enabling full utilisation
of boot space.

With its blend of technology,
safety, efficiency, and versatil-
ity, the VICTORIS ICOTY 2026
win underscores its strong ap-
peal among Indian car buyers.

From baskets to blink: The year 10-minute delivery became a utility

Rising household incomes and a growing preference for convenience have made quick commerce the preferred shopping channel for an increasing share of urban consumers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 29: The era
of the ‘delivery day' ended in
2025 as India's retail landscape
underwent a fundamental
transformation, with the great
convergence of traditional
e-commerce and quick com-
merce erasing the boundaries
between planned shopping and
instant gratification.

What began as an experimen-
tal race to deliver groceries in
ten minutes has evolved into a
multi-billion-dollar infrastruc-
ture play that now moves every-
thing from high-end electronics
to white goods in minutes.

In a single calendar year,
the question for the Indian
consumer has permanently
shifted from "will it arrive?"
to "how many minutes until it
does?” As the year draws to a
close, the data reflect the sector
in hyperdrive.

According to a year-end re-
port by RedSeer Strategy Con-
sultants, quick commerce has
become India's fastest-grow-
ing retail format, reaching
33 million monthly users
across 150+ cities. By 2030, it
will command 10 per cent of
branded retail sales. E-com-
merce giants Amazon and
Flipkart had to launch their
own quick commerce arms to
not miss out on the massive
treasure trove of quick com-
merce market.

The launch of ‘Amazon Now'
and ‘Flipkart Minutes'—both of-
fering sub-30-minute deliveries
— signalled that speed is no lon-
ger a premium vertical but the
industry's new baseline.

Dark stores transitioned
from small neighbourhood
hubs to megapods. These larg-
er facilities, typically around
10,000-12,000 sq ft, are now ca-
pable of stocking over 50,000

L

According to a year-end report by RedSeer Strategy
Consultants, quick commerce has become India's
fastest-growing retail format, reaching 33
million monthly users across 150+ cities

stock-keeping units (SKUs),
enabling platforms to deliver
iPhones and air conditioners
with the same velocity as milk

and bread. The sheer scale of
the Q-com expansion was best
illustrated during the Dhan-
teras festival, where platforms

sold and delivered gold and sil-
ver coins within minutes.

The year's financial narrative
reached a crescendo in Decem-
ber with Meesho's 5,421 crore
IPO, validating the immense
purchasing power of the Tier-2
and Tier-3 value shopper.

However, the rapid physical
expansion of dark stores trig-
gered significant friction with-
in the broader retail ecosystem.
Consumer unions intensified
calls against regulatory over-
sight as Q-com began eroding
the margins of traditional Kira-
na stores.

This "Kirana Conflict" be-
came a central theme in policy
circles, in response to which
the Competition Commission
of India (CCI) in May notified
the regulations for determin-
ing the cost of production, a
move to help the watchdog
more effectively assess alleged
predatory pricing and deep dis-

counting practices, especially
in the quick commerce and
e-commerce segments.

The human element of this
digital surge also faced in-
tense scrutiny. Throughout
2025, the debate over gig labour
welfare reached a fever pitch,
and concerns regarding road
safety—linked to the 10-min-
ute pressure model—gained
prominence.

The woes were finally heard
when the government notified
four labour codes in Novem-
ber, finally bringing the vast
segment of gig workers under
formal regulatory recognition
and social security.

For the delivery partner
dropping off groceries or the
driver navigating city traffic,
this move signalled the end of
legal invisibility, transition-
ing them from the fringes of
the "unorganised" sector into
a formal social security net.
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No trophy handover unless India visits Dubai: Naqvi

PCB to approach ICC
over conduct, warns
of ‘equal terms’

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Islamabad, Dec 29: Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) chief
Mohsin Naqvi has reiterated
that India will have to come to
Dubai to collect the T20 Asia
Cup 2025 trophy, saying there
will be no deviation from the
existing protocol on handing
over the silverware.

"There is a status quo on
trophy handing. If India wants
the trophy, they must send their
captain to Dubai and receive it
from me," Naqvi said.

The trophy is still lying in the

Eves

The five-match
series against SL has
formed a significant

part of India's

preparation for the
120 World Cup in
June-July next year

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec
29: India will look to contin-
ue their aggressive intent and
complete a 5-0 series whitewash
against a vanquished Sri Lan-
ka in the fifth and final women's
T20 International here Tuesday.

The five-match series has

formed a significant part of

India's preparation for the
T20 World Cup in England in
June-July next year. Following
Tuesday's game, India will play
three T20 Internationals each
in Australia and England be-
fore the showpiece event.

After a group-stage exit in the
2024 T20 World Cup, India reca-
librated their approach, opting
for a more aggressive style of
play, a shift that has yielded
two series wins this year.

"It was a great series for all
of us. That's what we discussed

_after the World Cup — that we
have to raise our standards and
be more aggressive in T20s,"
captain Harmanpreet Kaur
had said after sealing the series
against the Islanders.

India's bowlers have been
the primary architects of the
dominant run, with batters
having very little to do in the

Asian Cricket Council (ACC)
office in Dubai ever since India
captain Suryakumar Yadav re-
fused to receive it from Naqvi
during the presentation ceremo-
ny following their victory over
Pakistan in the Asia Cup final.

Nagqvi claimed he was enti-
tled to hand over the trophy as
president of the Asian Cricket
Council (ACC).

Pakistan, Naqvi said, will
write to the International
Cricket Council (ICC) over
the rude behaviour of Indian
Under-19 players in the Junior
Asia Cup. "We will be writing
a letter to the ICC to complain
about the behaviour of Indian
Junior players during the final
of the Junior Asia Cup which
was not acceptable."

Nagqvi also said that there will
be no compromise with India,
and if they do not want to shake
hands with our players, every-
thing will be on equal terms.

"If India does not allow their

players to shake hands with
our players then it will be dealt
with on equal terms and there
will be no compromise," Naqvi
said in response. "We have no
interest in shaking hands with

eye whltewash

opening three matches. But the
big-hitting Shafali Verma has
impressed. However, fielding
remains an area of concern.
After a sloppy showing in the
series opener, India faltered
again in the previous match,
missing two catches and a
stumping opportunity.

There have been several pos-
itives as well. Pacer Renuka
Singh Thakur has made a suc-
cessful return to the format after
a year-long absence, while the
ever-reliable Deepti Sharma con-
tinues to deliver consistently.

Twenty-year-old debutant
left-arm spinner Vaishnavi
Sharma has also lived up to
her promise and is currently
the joint-highest wicket-taker
of the series with four scalps at
an economy rate of 5.73.

With the bat, Shafali has

been a constant menace for Sri
Lanka, scoring three half-centu-
ries in four matches at a blister-
ing strike rate of 185.82.

Another major boost for the
hosts was the return to form of
vice-captain Smriti Mandhana
after a lean patch. The elegant
left-hander will hope her big
outing -- 80 off 48 balls -- in the
fourth T20I helps her carry the
momentum forward.

Shafali and Mandhana pro-
duced a masterclass in aggres-
sive batting in the fourth T20I,
putting on 162 runs off just 92
balls-- India's highest opening
partnership in women's T20
Internationals.

India's decision to promote
Richa Ghosh to No 3 also paid
rich dividends, with the wicket-
keeper batter smashing an un-
beaten 40 off just 16 deliveries.

World Blitz: Erigaisi stuns Carlsen

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Doha, Dec 29: Top Indian
Grandmaster Arjun Erigaisi
demonstrated strong endgame
technique and quick calcula-
tion to stun reigning champion
Magnus Carlsen and renowned
Grandmaster Nodirbek Abdu-
sattorov to emerge joint leader
with nine points after 11 rounds
of the FIDE World Blitz Cham-
pionships here Monday.

With two more rounds to go
on the day, world No 1 Carlsen,
who is aiming for his ninth World
Blitz title to go with his sixth Rap-
id crown he won Sunday, could
easily overcome the setbacks
with his never-say-die attitude.

Behind joint leaders Erigaisi
and Frenchman Maxime Vach-
ier-Lagrave are Daniil Dubov,
American GM Fabiano Carua-

From 'lazy'

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Dec 29: When Aston
Villa was on a five-match win-
less run to start the Premier
League season, the team looked
more like a potential relegation
candidate than a title contender.

Manager Unai Emery was
describing his players as “la-
zy.” Villa's big names — in-
cluding England internationals
Ollie Watkins and Morgan Rog-
ers — were showing no form at
all. There were major concerns
about the club's lack of activ-
ity in the summer's transfer
window.

How, then, to explain the po-
sition Villa finds itself in head-
ing into its final game of 2026?

na and China's Yu Yangyi on
8.5 points, while eight players,
including Carlsen, leading ti-
tle contender GM Alireza Fir-
ouzja and India's Sunilduth
Narayanan, are in sixth spot
with eight points.

Fresh from his bronze-win-
ning performance Sunday,
22-year-old Erigaisi, known
for his highly pragmatic and
aggressive approach, had eight
wins, two draws and one loss,

™

which put him in pole position.

However, the victory that
counted the most came in the
ninth round against Carlsen,
where he won as black and
then defeated the highly-rat-
ed Uzbek GM Abdusattorov
in Round 10 to open up a half-
point lead at the top.

Two-time World Rapid cham-
pion Koneru Humpy could not
recreate the form she displayed
Sunday on way to the bronze
in the Rapid section, slipping
to joint 61st position after 10
round, concluding her day on
five points with leading Chi-
nese GM Tan Zhongyi for com-
pany. The 38 year-old Indian
lost five games.

Five more rounds will be
played Tuesday with the top-
four players moving into the
semifinals, followed by the final.

After the first three matches
were low-scoring affairs, the
fourth T20I turned into a run-
fest, with both India and Sri
Lanka registering their high-
est-ever totals in the format.

Although India's 221 for 2
proved too much for Sri Lanka,
who managed 191 for 6, the Is-
landers would take confidence
from their vastly improved
batting display as they seek a
consolation win.

Sri Lanka captain Chamari
Athapaththu has often led from
the front, and her string of low
scores had hurt the side.

Athapaththu too broke the
rut with a 37-ball 52 in the
previous match, and with
more support from the other
batters, Sri Lanka would hope
for a stronger showing in the
series finale.

State-of-the-art indoor swimming pool

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: A new
25-meter indoor swimming
pool was officially inaugurat-
ed Monday at the Government
College of Physical Education
(GCPE) campus in Tamando
here.

Suryabanshi Suraj, Minis-
ter of Sports and Youth Ser-
vices, graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest and dedicated
the project to the public. The
facility was constructed by the
Odisha Bridge & Construction
Corporation (OBCC) at an es-
timated cost of Rs 11.69 crore.

The event was attended by
several distinguished offi-
cials, including Bijay Swain,
Additional Secretary, Pratap

them," he added.

The controversy over Indian
T20 captain Yadav not shaking
hands with Pakistani counter-
part Salman Agha at the toss,
followed by the same action
after all three matches marred
the Asia Cup in September in
Dubai, as a handshake between
rivals is the norm in interna-
tional matches.

The trend was also followed
by the Indian teams at the Wom-
en's World Cup in Sri Lanka in
November, the Rising Star Asia
Cup in Doha in the same month,
and the Under-19 Asia Cup in
Dubai this month.

The tension was sparked after
India and Pakistan engaged in
a four-day military conflict in
May following a deadly militant
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attack on tourists in Pahalgam
in J&K. New Delhi blamed Paki-
stan for the massacre, a charge
denied by Islamabad.

Pakistan team's mentor, Sar-
faraz Ahmed, had complained
about the behaviour of Indian
Junior players and termed it
"Uneducated and unaccept-
able."

Pakistan won the heated final
by a significant 191-run margin
last Sunday.

BACK-TO-BACK
WINS FOR ODISHA

Standout performance
by Govinda Poddar helps
Odisha thrash Andhra
Pradesh

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bangalore, Dec 29: Odisha
produced a composed and con-
fident all-round performance to
defeat Andhra Pradesh by six
wickets in Match 3 of the Vijay
Hazare Trophy 2025-26 at the
Alur Cricket Stadium, Banga-
lore. After winning the toss,
Odisha chose to field first—a
decision that proved decisive
as their bowlers applied con-
sistent pressure throughout
Andhra’s innings.

Batting first, Andhra were
bowled out for 221 in 49.2 overs.
Their innings was anchored by
SDNYV Prasad, who played a
responsible knock of 66 off 64
balls, striking six boundaries
and two sixes. He held the in-
nings together during the mid-
dle overs, rotating the strike
well and countering Odisha’s
disciplined attack.

However, Odisha’s bowlers
ensured Andhra never fully
broke free. Govinda Poddar
emerged as the standout per-
former with the ball, deliver-
ing a superb spell of 3 for 36
from eight overs, including
a maiden. He used the condi-
tions intelligently, mixing his
pace and extracting movement
to dismantle the middle order.
Biplab Samantaray comple-
mented him well, also claiming
three wickets while conceding
36 runs in 7.2 overs, effectively
halting Andhra’s late surge.

In reply, Odisha chased down

Behura, ADM Khordha, Dr
Swarupa Nanda Sahoo, Depu-
ty Secretary, Gitanjali Panda,
District Sports Officer (DSO),
Khordha, Suresh Mohapatra,

to title challengers Aston Villa the big surprise

On the back of 11 straight
victories in all competitions,
Villa is on its best winning
streak in more than a century
and is being viewed as a legiti-
mate challenger for the Premier
League title.

Indeed, beat first-place Arse-
nal Tuesday and Villa will be
tied on points with the Gunners
at the top of the league halfway
through its campaign. They
and Manchester City have bro-
ken away from the rest and are
separated by three points after
18 of 38 games, with Liverpool
a further seven points back in
fourth place.

And Villa will not be scared
of Arsenal. After all, just three
weeks ago, Villa scored a last-

gasp goal to defeat the leaders
2-1 at home and keep its win-
ning run going. That continued
Saturday with a come-from-be-
hind 2-1 triumph at fifth-place

Chelsea, secured thanks to two
second-half goals by Watkins.
Much of the team's success is
being put down to Emery, the
Spanish coach whose savvy tac-

tics, well-timed substitutions
and belief in his players leaves
no task insurmountable.

It means Villa goes to Emir-
ates Stadium — where Arsenal
hasn't lost in any competition
this season and has taken 25
points from a possible 27 in the
Premier League — seeking a
sixth straight away win.

The match might be regarded
as much a test of Arsenal's title
credentials as Villa's.

“Not really,” Emery, a for-
mer Arsenal manager, replied
Saturday when asked if his
team can stay in the title race.

No one will believe him three
days later if Villa — most re-
cently English champion in
1981 — racks up another win.

the target with assurance, reach-
ing 223 for 4 in 43.4 overs. The
chase was built on a solid foun-
dation laid by OM T Munde, who
played a patient and mature
innings of 91 off 111 deliveries.
Though not flashy, Munde’s
knock was invaluable, as he
absorbed pressure and ensured
stability after early wickets.
His seven boundaries reflected
his ability to find gaps without
taking unnecessary risks.
Govinda Poddar capped off an
outstanding all-round display
with the bat, scoring a vital 89
off 105 balls. His innings was
marked by nine fours and ex-
cellent strike rotation, keeping
the required rate under control.
The partnership between Munde
and Poddar effectively sealed the
contest, frustrating Andhra’s
bowlers and steadily tilting the
match in Odisha’s favour.

Andhra Pradesh: 221 all out
in 49.2 overs (SDNV Prasad
66, Saurabh Kumar 47; Biplab
Samantray 3/36, Govinda Poddar
3/36) lost to Odisha: 223/4 in 43.4
overs (Govinda Poddar 89, Om T
Munda 91; Satyanarayana Raju
2/49) by 6 wickets.

Principal of GCPE, along with
the college faculty and OBCC
officials.

During his address, Suraj
highlighted that swimming

NATIONAL SHOOTING

SHORT TAKES

ICC hands demerit
point to MCG

Dubai: The ICC Monday rated
the pitch used in Melbourne for
the fourth Ashes Test between
England and Australia as
unsatisfactory and handed the
venue one demerit point after it
was deemed to be too much in
favour of the bowlers in match
referee Jeff Crowe's assessment
report. Twenty wickets fell on
the opening day of the Test
which England eventually won
by four wickets inside two days.
The pitch at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground, the venue for
the fourth Ashes Test, has been
deemed 'Unsatisfactory' with
the venue handed one demerit
point under the ICC Pitch and
Outfield Monitoring Process,
read a statement from the ICC.
Accumulation of six demerit
points leads to a 12-month ban
on the venue. The MCG pitch
was too much in favour of the
bowlers. With 20 wickets falling
on the first day, 16 on the second
day and no batter even reaching
a half-century, the pitch was
'Unsatisfactory' as per the
guidelines and the venue gets
one demerit point, he stated.
The pitch drew heavy criticism
with England captain Ben Stokes
saying it wasn't great for the
game. Cricket Australia called it
bad for business. The spectators
witnessed a total of 36 wickets
fall across only 142 overs and
no batter managing to reach the
50-run mark.

Bhutan's Sonam sets
T20 world record

New Delhi: Bhutan spinner
Sonam Yeshey has scripted
history by becoming the first
bowler to take eight wickets in a
men's T20 International match.
The left-arm spinner achieved
the unprecedented feat during
the third T201 against Myanmar
in Gelephu Mindfulness City,
Bhutan, December 26. The
22-year-old returned remarkable
figures of 8 for 7, bowling
Myanmar out for 45 in response
to Bhutan's 127 for 9. No bowler
had previously taken an eight-
wicket haul in any T20 match,
international or otherwise. The
previous best bowling figures in
T20 Internationals belonged to
Malaysia pacer Syazrul Idrus,
who claimed 7 for 8 against China
in 2023. Apart from Idrus, only
Bahrain's Ali Dawood has taken
seven wickets in a T20l, returning
figures of 7 for 19 against Bhutan
earlier this year. Netherlands
all-rounder Colin Ackermann,
who returned figures of 7 for

18 for Leicestershire against
Birmingham Bears in 2019, and
Bangladesh pacer Taskin Ahmed,
who claimed 7 for 19 for Durbar
Rajshahi against Dhaka Capitals
earlier this year, are the only two
players to have achieved the
feat in T20s.

inaugurated

offers the greatest potential
for the country to win medals.
Consequently, the state gov-
ernment has initiated work
to establish swimming pools
in 13 more districts. On this
occasion, the minister also re-
viewed the progress of the foot-
ball ground and synthetic ath-
letic track, which are currently
being developed by the Odisha
State Police Housing & Welfare
Corporation (OPHWC).

At the conclusion of the pro-
gramme, Suraj extended his
best wishes and congratula-
tions to all the young sporting
talents present. He encouraged
the athletes to strive for suc-
cess at both national and inter-
national levels to bring pride
and glory to the state.

Neeru takes women 's trap gold

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 29: Asian
Championships gold medallist
Neeru Dhanda braved chilly
weather to deliver a composed
performance on way to clinch-
ing the women's trap gold medal
in the National Shooting Cham-
pionship at the Karni Singh
Range here Monday.

The 25-year-old shooter, who
took the top-podium spot in the
continental showpiece in Ka-
zaKkhstan recently, finished on
top with 41 hits in the final.

She held off a strong chal-
lenge from Delhi's Kirti Gup-
ta, who settled for silver with
40. Neeru's state team-mate
from Madhya Pradesh, Pragati

Dubey claimed the bronze with
32 hits. Earlier in qualification,
Pragati topped the field with 117,
followed by Neeru on 114 and
Rajeshwari Kumari on 113.

Addya Katyal qualified
fourth with 112, while Preeti
Rajak (111) and Kirti Gupta (111)
rounded off the top six. In the
final, Delhi shooter Addya fin-
ished fourth with 27, followed by
Preeti (21) and Rajeshwari (17).
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