
Diana’s perspective NK fi res missiles  India may benefi t B’desh snubs India
Professionalism requires 
actors to set aside personal 
relationships and fully commit 
to their roles, says Diana Penty

North Korea launches ballistic 
missiles toward its eastern 
waters, just hours before South 
Korea’s President left for China

Restructuring of Venezuela’s oil 
sector could deliver a direct 
benefi t to India, unlocking close 
to $1bn in long-pending dues

BCB decides against sending its 
national team to India for the T20 
World Cup next month citing 
security concerns 
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Why do Indians visiting Venezuela 
need an advisory? They already 

have undergone training

STREET SHOW: The New Year’s fi rst ‘Patha Ustav’ held on Master Canteen-Rama Mandir stretch in Bhubaneswar saw huge footfall, Sunday  PHOTO: BIKASH NAYAK

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Jan 4: The 
United States might have tak-
en charge of Venezuela’s oil 
sector, but that is unlikely to 
change oil prices immediately 
as years of neglect and sanc-
tions have damaged the indus-
try there. 

According to reports, Vene-
zuela’s oil industry is in disre-
pair after years of neglect and 
international sanctions, so it 
could take years and major in-
vestments before production 
can increase dramatically. But 
some analysts are optimistic 
that Venezuela could double 
or triple its current output of 
about 1.1 million barrels of oil 

a day to return to historic levels 
fairly quickly. 

“While many are reporting 
Venezuela’s oil infrastructure 
was unharmed by US military 
actions, it has been decaying 
for many, many years and will 
take time to rebuild,” said Pat-
rick De Haan, who is the lead 
petroleum analyst at gasoline 
price tracker GasBuddy.

American oil companies will 
want a stable regime in the 
country before they are willing 
to invest heavily, and the politi-
cal picture remained uncertain 
Saturday with Trump saying 
that the United States is in 
charge, while the current Ven-
ezuelan vice president argued, 
before Venezuela’s high court 

ordered her to assume the role 
of interim president, that Mad-
uro should be restored to power.

“But if it seems like the US 
is successful in running the 
country for the next 24 hours, 

I would say there would be a 
lot of optimism that US energy 
companies could come in and 
revitalise the Venezuelan oil in-
dustry fairly quickly,” said Phil 
Flynn, a senior market analyst 

at the Price Futures Group. 
And if Venezuela can grow 

into an oil production power-
house, Flynn said, “that could 
cement lower prices for the lon-

ger term” and put more pres-
sure on Russia.

Oil isn’t traded over the 
weekend, so there wasn’t an 
immediate impact on prices. 
But a major shift in prices 
isn’t expected when the mar-
ket does reopen. Venezuela 
is a member of OPEC, so its 
production is already account-
ed for there. And there is cur-
rently a surplus of oil on the 
global market.

Venezuela is known to have 
the world’s largest proven 
crude oil reserves of approxi-
mately 303 billion barrels, ac-
cording to the US Energy Infor-
mation Administration. That 
accounts for roughly 17 per cent 
of all global oil reserves.

Trump’s Venezuela oil plan may not be a cakewalk

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Sunday expressed serious con-
cern over frequent accidents 
caused by state-run ‘Ama Bus’ 
and directed the authorities to 
provide training to drivers for 
skill development and instil a 
sensitive attitude among them. 
He also announced an ex gratia 
of  4 lakh from the Chief Min-
ister’s Relief Fund (CMRF) to 
the family of the autorickshaw 
driver, Bishnu Patra of Jajpur 
district, who died in a mishap 
caused by ‘Ama Bus’ at Rupali 
Square here Saturday.

While Patra died at the spot, 
two passengers, including a 
female student, were injured. 
“One of the passengers is 
undergoing treatment at the 
Capital Hospital, and another 
injured was discharged after 
treatment,” an offi cer said.

The bus driver, who fl ed the 
spot after the accident, was ar-
rested and booked for culpable 
homicide, he said.

The CM also wished a speedy 
recovery to the injured student, 
Namita Pradhan, 21. He has di-
rected the Transport department 
to take steps to improve this prob-
lem in coordination with the 
Capital Region Urban Transport 
(CRUT), which operates the city 
buses, as per a statement issued 
by the CMO.  P3

CM for regular training 
to ‘Ama Bus’ drivers

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Jan 4: Nearly 
three months after BJP leader 
and lawyer Pitabas Panda was 
shot dead outside his residence, 
police submitted a preliminary 
chargesheet in the high-pro-
fi le murder case in a court 
here Sunday. The 1,667-page 
chargesheet was fi led in 18 
copies, while CCTV footage 
and other evidence were also 
attached.

Led by investigating officer 
(IO) and Sub-Divisional Po-
lice Officer (SDPO) Priyash 
Ranjan Chhotray, a team of 
police officials submitted 
the documents at the district 
court, marking a major pro-
cedural milestone in the case. 
The chargesheet, filed in the 
Sub-Divisional Judicial Mag-

istrate (SDJM) court, names 
16 accused, including former 
Berhampur MLA and BJD 
Ganjam district president 
Bikram Kumar Panda, and 
former Berhampur mayor 
Siva Shankar Das, they said. 

Pitabas Panda, a member of 
the Odisha State Bar Council 
and former BJP leader, was 
shot dead October 6, 2025 night 
near his residence in Baikun-
thanagar under Baidyanathpur 
police station.

The police had registered the 
case (518/25) and began an in-
vestigation immediately.

They also arrested Panda, 
Das, corporator Malaya Bisoyi, 
and BJD leader Madan Dalai. 
Some accused had previously 
secured bail from lower courts 
but have now approached the 
High Court. 

Pitabas murder: Cops
name 16 in chargesheet

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: Seven 
persons were killed and over 15 
injured in three separate acci-
dents across the state Sunday, 
offi cials said. 

Three persons were killed 
on National Highway-55 with-
in Dhanupali police limits in 
Sambalpur district after the 
car in which they were travel-
ling rammed into a stationary 
truck, police said.

Locals, along with police, 
rushed to the spot and rescued 
the injured trapped inside the 
car. The driver died on spot 
while two others succumbed 
to injuries at VIMSAR, Burla.

In the second incident, two 
persons died after a carrot-lad-
en pickup van collided head-
on with a motorcycle on Anga 
river bridge on NH-26 near 
Cherupali in Subarnapur dis-
trict Sunday. The victims were 
identifi ed as Partha Bag, 15, and 
his uncle Bhajan Bag, 30, both 
residents of Charda village 
under Binika police limits in 
Subarnapur district.

In the third incident, two 
friends riding a motorcycle 
were killed in an accident in 
Banarpal police station area 
in Angul district. 

Meanwhile, more than 15 
people were injured in a head-
on collision between a minibus 
and a van at Jhatipitia in Gan-
jam district Sunday.

7 dead, 15 injured 
in road accidents 

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: A day 
after at least four people were 
feared dead at an unauthorised 
stone quarry near Gopalpur un-
der Motanga police limits in 
Dhenkanal district, bodies of 
two workers were recovered 
Sunday, said offi cials.

Though the exact cause be-
hind the incident is unclear 
yet, teams of local fi re service, 
Odisha Disaster Rapid Action 
Force (ODRAF), along with dog 
squad, were engaged in rescue 
operations, an offi cer said.

Dhenkanal Collector Ashish 
Ishwar Patil and SP Abhinav 
Sonkar have reached the spot to 
supervise the rescue operation.

“As per available informa-
tion, only two persons were 
there, and two bodies were re-
covered. One person belonged 
to Balasore district, while an-
other deceased was from ei-
ther Keonjhar or Mayurbhanj 
district. Their identities have 
not yet been established,” Patil 
told reporters.

Blasting permission at 
the stone quarry expired in 
September while its lease 
period ended in December 
2025, he said.

“We will take legal action 
against the mine lease holder 
as blasting and mining contin-
ued at the quarry after expiry 
of the lease period,” Patil said.

Two bodies recovered 
from Dhenkanal quarry

Maduro in Brooklyn jail
New York: Brooklyn jail holding Ven-
ezuelan President Nicolas Maduro is 
a facility so troubled, some judges 
have refused to send people there 
even as it has housed such famous 
inmates as music stars R Kelly 
and Sean “Diddy” Combs. Opened 
in early 1990s, the Metropolitan 
Detention Centre, or MDC Brooklyn, 
currently houses about 1,300 in-
mates. It’s the routine landing spot 
for people awaiting trial in federal 
courts in Manhattan and Brooklyn, 
holding alleged gangsters and drug 
traffi ckers alongside some people 
accused of white-collar crimes. 

AGENCIES  

New Delhi, Jan 4: No ad-hoc 
judges have been appointed 
in high courts so far to tackle 
pending criminal cases, nearly 
a year after the Supreme Court 
cleared the decks for it, as the 
high courts have not evinced 
interest.

According to people aware 
of the procedure to appoint 
Supreme Court and high court 
judges, none of the 25 high 
courts have recommended 
names for appointment as ad-
hoc judges.

Concerned over the pendency 
of over 18 lakh criminal cases, 
the Supreme Court had Janu-
ary 30, 2025, allowed the high 
courts to appoint ad-hoc judg-
es, not exceeding 10 per cent 
of the court’s total sanctioned 
strength.

However, the Union Law 
Ministry is yet to get any rec-
ommendation from any of the 
high court collegiums to ap-
point retired judges on an ad-
hoc basis.

Article 224A of the Constitu-
tion allows the appointment of 

retired judges as ad-hoc judges 
in high courts to help manage 
case backlog.

According to the laid-down 
procedure, the respective high 
court collegiums send recom-
mendations or names of can-
didates to be appointed as HC 
judges to the Department of 
Justice in the Law Ministry. 
The department then adds in-
puts and details on the candi-
dates before forwarding them to 
the Supreme Court Collegium.

The SC Collegium then 
takes a final call and recom-
mends to the government the 
appointment of the selected 
persons as judges.

The President signs the ‘war-
rant of appointment’ of the new-
ly-appointed judge.

The procedure to appoint 
ad-hoc judges will be the same 
except that the President will 
not sign the warrant of ap-
pointment. But the assent of 
the President will be sought 
for appointing ad-hoc judges.

Except in one case, there is 
no precedent of appointing re-
tired judges as ad-hoc HC judg-
es, offi cials said.

In a judgement April 20, 2021, 
on the appointment of ad-hoc 
judges in the high courts, the 
top court had imposed certain 
conditions. However, later a 
special Supreme Court bench 
comprising then Chief Justice 
Sanjiv Khanna and Justices BR 
Gavai (another former CJI) and 
Surya Kant (incumbent CJI) 
had relaxed certain conditions 
and kept some in abeyance.

The verdict, which was au-
thored by former Chief Justice 
SA Bobde, directed retired 
high court judges to be ap-
pointed as ad-hoc ones for a 
period of two to three years to 
clear the backlog.

Srinagar/New Delhi: Investigations 
into the “white-collar” terror 
module linked to the blast near 
Delhi’s Red Fort November 10 last 
year show that highly educated 
doctors used a sophisticated web 
of ‘ghost’ SIM cards and encrypted 
apps to coordinate with Pakistani 
handlers, offi cials claimed Sunday. 
Each accused, including Dr Umar-
un-Nabi, who was killed while 
driving the explosives-laden vehicle 
near the Red Fort, carried two to 
three mobile handsets, they said. 
The accused carried one “clean” 
phone registered in their own 
names for routine personal and 
professional use to avoid suspicion 
and one was the “terror phone” 
used exclusively for WhatsApp and 
Telegram communication with their 
handlers in Pakistan.

Despite SC nod, no ad-hoc
judges appointed in HCs

Red Fort blast accused
used ‘ghost’ SIM cards

At least 30 killed 
in Nigeria shooting
Minna: At least 30 villagers have 
been killed and several others are 
missing after gunmen raided a 
village in northern Nigeria’s Niger 
state, police said Sunday, the 
latest in a cycle of deadly violence 
in the confl ict-hit region. The 
gunmen stormed the Kasuwan-Daji 
village in Borgu local government 
area Saturday evening and opened 
fi re on residents. They also razed 
down the local market and several 
houses, state police spokesman 
Wasiu Abiodun said in a statement. 
At least two residents put the death 
toll at 37 and said it could be much 
higher as some people remained 
missing as of Sunday.   P10



Mumbai: Actress Diana Penty, who was recently seen in the 
streaming show Do You Wanna Partner, spoke about how it’s 

imperative for a good actor to look beyond personal relationships 
with their co-actors, and deliver what’s required from them.

The actress spoke with this news agency during the pro-
motions of Do You Wanna Partner, and said that though 
she had a great camaraderie with her co-star Tamannaah 
Bhatia while working on the show, she is quite clear in her 
head about her process which is detached from personal 
relationships.

The actress told, “As a good actor, you’re supposed to 
either way, whether you get along with somebody, you 

don’t get along with what you bring to the screen 
and to the character should be independent of 

your personal equation. So, that is a basis of 
how good an actor or not you are. But 

in this case, I feel like we were also 
lucky that we got along and that 
it was just effortless off screen 
as well. So, it was much easier to 
bring that energy on screen and 
into all the scenes”.

Talking about her camarad-
erie with Tamannaah, she said, 

“So, I don’t think we struggled with 
that at all”.  IANS

You will fi nd comfort, 
perched on a branch in the 
family tree, today. Your maturity will 
help you deal with emotional issues with 
ease. Energy and exuberance will be an 
investment you make today, the results 
of which you will reap in the days to 
come, hopes Ganesha.

Your desire for a clean 
house will reach the level of 
obsession, predicts Ganesha. 
You may plan to wash your car, clean 
your yard and arrange your wardrobe. 
And you don't trust the housemaid with 
any of the chores, because no one can 
clean the house better than you. Personal 
hygiene will also get your full attention, 
feels Ganesha.

This day brings good tidings 
for jobs and businesses. 
Those in business can 
look forward to a highly profi table day. 
Long-term business deals may be in the 
offi ng as well. If you happen to be in the 
services, rest assured, you may look 
forward to extra perks, pay hike and 
promotions. Just make sure that you hone 
your skills to reach where you want to be, 
advises Ganesha.

Today finds you ambitious 
and meticulous. Actions 
will not speak – they’ll roar! 
Your planning and scruples will set the 
pace at work. Expect pats on the back 
from your bosses and a round of cheers 
from your peers.

Your mind shall take over 
the proceedings today. And 
it shall, in all likeliness, draw 
you to the work bench and keep your 
nose to the grindstone. But your heart 
will fl utter like a butterfl y, and if you 
manage to strike the right balance, you 
may win over your special one and your 
boss too, says Ganesha.

Chances of you hitting a 
roadblock today are high. 
But remember the saying, 
‘When the going gets tough, the tough 
get going.’ So don’t succumb to pressure, 
advises Ganesha, but rise up to the occa-
sion and show who’s the boss.

Today, you will remain 
unruffl ed by the commotion 
around you, says Ganesha. 
However, the emotions locked up inside 
you will probably cloud your power of 
reasoning and may leave you feeling a 
little lost. But this will only be a passing 
phase, and you will come out of the be-
wilderment in no time. You will promptly 
get back to pursuing your goals and your 
reputation with seniors will play a crucial 
role in bagging you tangible rewards.

Today, you will experience 
the harmonious balance 
between logic and emotion. 
You will consequently know how to mix 
business with pleasure. Money wise, you 
are content, but trivial issues may bother 
you today, says Ganesha.

An action-packed day awaits 
you, busy as you will be cor-
responding with old contacts, 
telephonic interviews, organising meet-
ings and scheduling tasks, says Ganesha. 
Do not forget to breathe!

Of late, you have been 
very concerned about the 
health of one of your close friends. 
Take this day to lay your fears to rest 
by spending time with that friend. Work 
can wait, as today you must prove to 
yourself, if not to others, that ‘a friend 
in need is a friend indeed’. Ganesha 
wishes you the very best.

Today is a crucial and fasci-
nating day for you, predicts 
Ganesha. You will learn and gain from 
your bosses and elders. Peers and sib-
lings may extend their full support to you. 
Your chances of winning legal battles are 
remote, so an out-of-court settlement 
may be your best bet.

You may pick up the 
hammer and chisel today. 
No, you're not taking up 
sculpture; you're fi nally giving in to your 
spouse's demands to take some home im-
provement measures. It's in your interest 
to be speedy and focused, as you are the 
guilty party, says Ganesha.
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DICAPRIO QUESTIONS 
FUTURE OF THEATRE

JOHNSON TALKS ABOUT HIS 
CHILDHOOD HARDSHIPS 

Leonardo DiCaprio has expressed uncertainty 
over whether audiences still share the same 
enthusiasm for cinema halls amid the rapid 
rise of streaming platforms. Refl ecting on 
the fi lm industry’s transformation, the ac-
tor questioned if traditional theatres could 
eventually turn into niche cultural spaces, 
comparing them to jazz bars.

Dwayne Johnson recently refl ected on his chal-
lenging childhood, opening up about growing 
up in a dysfunctional family. In an interview 
with Variety, the actor revealed his parents 
shared an “explosive, volcanic” relationship. 
He spoke about his father’s struggles with 
addiction and instability, while his mother held 
the family together as she raised him
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW
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Mumbai: Megastar Amitabh Bachchan has 
yet again shared a thought-provok-

ing refl ection, delving into the 
shifting meanings of 

history, truth and 
storytelling in 

an era domin-
ated by information 
cycles.

Taking to his 
blog, the cinema 
icon wrote: “.. 
the information 

cycle attracts .. 
attracts all that there 

ever is or is not ..(sic).”
He noted that history 

may no longer remain 
just “history,” but in-

stead fragment into per-
sonal narratives such as 

“his story,” “my story,” 
or someone else’s version 
altogether.

“And History - if 
ever it can have the 
same meaning after 
a few years - shall 
ever be referred 
to as HIS TORY .. 
or MY STORY .. 
or the OTHERS 
STORY  .. or 
SOMEONE ELSE's  

STORY ..(sic).”
The icon refl ected on the absence of defi niteness 

in the times ahead, suggesting that what remains 
on record will largely be what is written, inter-
preted and preserved.

“There shall never ever be defi niteness in the 

times to come  - for 
what I write or any-
one writes is what 
shall be on record 
.. nothing else .. a 
piece of artifi cial 
writing having 
the questions of its 

write .. !!! what shall 
remain are images .. 

and that too in ques-
tion , for it shall never 

be in the realm of 
reality .. per kind 

favour AI 
..(sic).”

IANS

The 4th Natya Mahotsav , organised by Kalinga Natya Sangha, commenced Sunday at Bhanja Kala Mandap, 
Bhubaneswar. Marking the opening day of the festival, Bamanda Kalakar Sangha from Deogarh staged Odia play 
Antardwanda. Written by Kumud Chandra Satpathy, the drama was directed by Romeo Mohapatra.

Diana on professionalism

Mumbai: Actress 
Sara Arjun, who made her debut as the leading lady in 

Aditya Dhar’s Dhurandhar opposite Ranveer Singh, posted 
a heartfelt note on social media showing her gratitude to the 
audience for showing love and support to the fi lm. 

Calling the audience, her ‘strongest Dhurandhars’, Sara 
pointed out that this movie is proof that cinema has not lost 
its place in the growing era of short 
content.

Thanking the viewers for dismiss-
ing the assertion, she wrote on her 
Instagram, “For a long time, there 
has been a narrative that audiences 
no longer have the patience for long-
form storytelling, that attention 
spans have shortened, that cinema 
no longer fi nds its place. But you 
proved otherwise. You reminded 
everyone of the true strength of an audience and what happens 
when people come together to support something they genuinely 
believe in. (sic).”

Sara expressed her delight that they were able to connect with the 
audience. She revealed, “As artists and makers, we can control every 
part of the process, but we have no control over the audience, and 
that’s beautiful. We give our everything and trust that someone, 
somewhere, will connect. When that connection happens, it is 
one of the most fulfi lling feelings in the world.”  IANS

Sara’s 
heartfelt 

note

Big B talks about shifting 
meanings of truth

NATYA MAHOTSAV-2026 - DAY I
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Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Sunday expressed serious con-
cern over frequent accidents 
caused by state-run ‘Ama Bus’ 
and directed the authorities to 
provide training to drivers for 
skill development and instill 
sensitivity among them.

The chief minister has issued 
this directive a day after the 
death of an autorickshaw driv-
er in an accident caused by an 
‘Ama Bus’ here Saturday.

The autorickshaw with two 
passengers was waiting at the 
traffi c stop at the busy Rupali 
square when the ‘Ama Bus’ hit 
it from behind, police said.

The driver of the autorick-
shaw died in the accident, 
while two passengers, includ-
ing a female student, were in-
jured. “One of the passengers 
is undergoing treatment at the 
Capital Hospital, and another 
injured was discharged after 
treatment,” an offi cer said.

The bus driver, who fl ed the 
spot after the accident, was ar-
rested and booked for culpable 
homicide, he said.

Majhi expressed deep grief 
over the death of the autorick-

shaw driver, identifi ed as Bish-
nu Patra (62) of Jajpur district 
and announced an ex-gratia of 
`4 lakh from the Chief Minis-
ter’s Relief Fund (CMRF). The 
CM also wished a speedy re-

covery to the injured student, 
Namita Pradhan (21).

He has directed the Trans-
port department to take steps 
to address the problem in 
coordination with the Capi-

tal Region Urban Transport 
(CRUT), which operates the 
City buses, as per a statement 
issued by the CM’s office.

He has directed regular train-
ing to the Ama Bus drivers for 

development of their skills with 
emphasis on their physical and 
mental health. In particular, he 
has suggested preparing a train-
ing module to instill a sensitive at-
titude among them, the CMO said.

Along with this, the CM has 
also directed the Transport 
department to form a special 
squad to check the fi tness of the 
buses at regular intervals. He 
further advised the Transport 
department to regularly review 
the situation and make efforts 
to ensure that such unfortunate 
incidents do not occur again.

Similarly, the CRUT has 
announced `2 lakh immediate 
relief for the deceased’s family 
and `50,000 for the injured col-
lege student.

Meanwhile, the members of 
Smart City Online Auto Associ-
ation (SCOAA) staged protests 
at  Gadakana bus depot, Rupali 
and Master Canteen Squares, 
Sunday demanding compensa-
tion of `10 lakh for the kin of 
the deceased and formation of 
a board for protection of auto 
drivers in the City.

“The Ama buses have killed 
several persons. It is a killer 
bus. How many more lives will 
the buses claim?” an autorick-
shaw driver asked.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: A Bhu-
baneswar court sentenced 
drug peddler Sk Hasim Bux to 
20 years of rigorous imprison-
ment (RI) and imposed a fi ne of 
`1 lakh for traffi cking contra-
band brown sugar. 

The judgment was delivered 
by the Third Additional Dis-
trict Judge-cum-Special Judge, 
Bhubaneswar.

The court further ordered 
that in case of default in pay-
ment of the fi ne, the convict 
would have to undergo an ad-
ditional two years of rigorous 
imprisonment.

According to the prosecution, 
the accused was apprehend-
ed by the Special Task Force 
(STF) of the Odisha Police 
near Baramunda Bus Stand, 
Bhubaneswar October 30, 
2020 while trading contraband 
brown sugar. The drugs were 
reportedly procured from the 
Jaleswar area.

During the search, the STF 
recovered 1,177 grams of brown 
sugar from the accused’s pos-
session. The seized contraband 
was sent to the State Forensic 

Science Laboratory (SFSL), 
Rasulgarh, for chemical exam-
ination. The Scientifi c Offi cer 
confi rmed that the substance 
was brown sugar (Diacetylmor-
phine/heroin).

Following an investiga-
tion, a chargesheet was filed 
against the accused and his 
associate under Sections 21(c) 
and 29 of the NDPS Act, 1985. 
During the trial, the prose-
cution examined 10 witness-
es and produced 42 relevant 
documents. The seized con-
traband has since been de-
stroyed as per court orders. 

The STF, a specialised wing 
of the Odisha Police, continues 
to focus on curbing organised 
crime in the state, with narcotics 
control remaining a top priority.

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

Majhi expresses concern over frequent accidents by ‘Ama Bus’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: The 
state unit of Communist Party 
of India (CPI) Sunday, staged a 
protest here condemning US’ 
aggression against Venezue-
la and strongly criticised the 
abduction of Venezuelan Pres-
ident Nicolás Maduro and his 
wife Cilia Flores.

The demonstration was led 
by CPI state assistant secretary 
Jayanta Das and attended by sev-
eral CPI, AISF and AITUC leaders.

Addressing the gathering, 
CPI leaders said the US action 
amounted to an attack on the sov-
ereignty of an independent na-
tion and was a blatant violation 
of the United Nations Charter. 
They alleged that recent state-
ments by US President Donald 
Trump, including references to 
seizing Venezuela’s oil resources, 
exposed the real motive behind 

Washington’s actions. 
The CPI also criticised re-

marks by US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio, warning 

that Cuba and Mexico could be 
future targets, calling them a 
refl ection of growing American 
imperialism.

The protestors said these 
developments, coming soon 
after the release of the US 2025 
National Security Strategy doc-
ument, indicated an attempt 
by the United States to impose 
global dominance through po-
litical and military means.

Expressing solidarity with 
the people of Venezuela, CPI 
leaders said Venezuelans were 
uniting in large numbers to de-
fend their national sovereignty. 
The party demanded the imme-
diate release of President Mad-
uro and his wife. 

The protest also condemned 
America’s economic blockade 
of Cuba, threats against Iran, 
and the imposition of tariff 
burdens on India. CPI State Sec-
retary Prashant Kumar Mishra 
called upon the Government of 
India to fi rmly oppose US ag-
gression and stand with Vene-
zuela alongside other nations.

CPI protests US aggression against Venezuela

PATHA UTSAV- 2026 

Bhubaneswar streets light up 
with cultural, green message
ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: The 
fi rst ‘Patha Utsav’ of 2026, or-
ganised by the Bhubaneswar 
Municipal Corporation (BMC), 
turned out to be a huge suc-
cess, drawing a massive crowd 
Sunday. The vibrant event cel-
ebrated culture, entertainment 
and environmental awareness, 
stretching from the Master 
Canteen area to Ram Mandir 
and creating an electrifying 
atmosphere.

Despite the early morn-
ing chill and fog, a crowd of 
around 25,000 people thronged 
the venue to enjoy the festi-
val, which featured a wide 
range of activities including 
musical performances, dance 
shows and live comedy acts. 
The streets came alive with 
vibrant colours as people of 
all age groups gathered to cel-
ebrate the city’s culture.

The event kicked off with an 
inspiring address by the chief 
guest, Law, Works and Excise 
Minister Prithiviraj Harichan-
dan, who emphasised the need 
to keep Bhubaneswar clean 
and green. Several dignitaries, 
including Ananta Narayan Je-
na (MLA), Babu Singh (MLA) 
and BMC Mayor Sulochana 
Das, among others, were also 
present.

The highlight of the event 
was a performance by the 
famous comedian Papu Pom 
Pom, whose comedic skits had 
the audience in splits, laugh-
ing uncontrollably. In addition 
to this, renowned Odia singer, 
Antara Chakraborty, and her 

team enchanted the crowd 
with melodious songs. Their 
performance left everyone 
spellbound, with many people 
requesting encores.

As the day went on, the fes-
tival saw an array of perfor-
mances, from traditional Odia 
dances like Odissi and folk 
dances to modern DJ music 
that made the youth groove 
to the tunes. A special high-
light was the DJ station near 
Ram Mandir, where the youth 
danced to the beats, drawing a 
large crowd of young people, 
teenagers, and even adults. The 
vibrant atmosphere was fur-
ther enhanced by the beautiful 
decorations and tree plantation 
activities, which delivered an 
important message about the 
City’s environmental welfare.

In line with the theme of 
environmental awareness, the 
festival encouraged sustain-
ability and eco-friendly prac-
tices. A large helium balloon 
carrying a message of aware-
ness about cleanliness and 
green spaces was seen fl oating 
above the crowd, reinforcing 
the event’s commitment to pro-
moting a cleaner and greener 
Bhubaneswar.

The “Kids Kingdom” set up 
for children was one of the 
main attractions, providing 
them with an opportunity to 
engage in various fun activi-
ties like games, skating, and 
arts and crafts. The food court 
was also a hit, serving delicious 
traditional Odia snacks like 
Pitha and other local delicacies, 
giving visitors a taste of the re-
gion’s rich culinary heritage.

The event was also an excel-
lent platform for local artistes 
to showcase their talent. Over 
60 performers participated, 
ranging from street artistes, 
painters, and skaters to mu-
sicians, making the entire ar-
ea come alive with a variety 
of artistic displays. A special 
area for “Face Painting” saw 
long queues of people eager to 
paint their faces with colour-
ful designs. Moreover, many 
visitors took the opportunity 
to capture these moments on 
their phones, sharing live 
updates and selfi es on social 
media, adding to the event’s 
digital presence.

The event was not only a 
celebration of culture but al-
so a reminder of the need for 
a clean and green City. Several 
environmental activities were 
conducted throughout the day, 
including a tree-planting cere-
mony and cleanliness drives. 
As part of the initiative, the 
festival encouraged people to 
adopt eco-friendly practices in 
their daily lives.

Speaking at the event, May-
or Das expressed gratitude to 
the citizens, urging them to 
continue their efforts in main-
taining the City’s position as 
one of the cleanest and green-
est cities in the country.

The festival became one of 
the largest gatherings of the 
City, and the excitement for fu-
ture events is already building 
up. The success of this year’s 
event promises a brighter, 
more vibrant future for Bhu-
baneswar’s cultural and envi-
ronmental celebrations.

COURT HANDS 20-YR
RI TO DRUG PEDDLER Panel to oversee safety, operations & mgmt

PROTESTERS SAID THE DEVELOPMENTS 
POINT TO AN ATTEMPT BY THE US TO 

ASSERT GLOBAL DOMINANCE THROUGH 
POLITICAL AND MILITARY MEANS
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BHUBANESWAR: In the 
wake of a recent accident 
involving the state-run ‘Ama 
Bus’, Housing and Urban Devel-
opment department Principal 
Secretary Usha Padhee chaired 
a high-level review meeting on 
the safety, operation and man-
agement of the bus service here 
Sunday, acting on the instruc-
tions of Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi.

Briefi ng the media, Padhee 
announced constitution of a 
fi ve-member high-level com-
mittee under her chairmanship 
to ensure stricter monitoring, 
improved operational disci-
pline and enhanced safety of 
Ama Bus services. Committee 
member includes Transport 
Commissioner, DCP, Traffi c 
DCP and a senior CRUT offi cer.

“Additional mini buses will 
be added to the Ama Bus fl eet 

to improve operational effi -
ciency and last-mile connectiv-
ity,” Padhee said, stating that 
the driver recruitment process 
will be further tightened. 

“Newly recruited drivers 
will undergo vigorous train-
ing, and before induction, a 
mandatory fi ve-day evaluation 
and testing process will be con-
ducted to assess driving skills, 
road safety awareness, lane 

discipline and behavioural 
standards,” she added.

“To promote positive con-
duct, drivers and conductors 
demonstrating exemplary be-
haviour will be provided month-
ly incentives. It was also decid-
ed that the mechanical condi-
tion of all operational buses 
will be checked daily to ensure 
roadworthiness,” the principal 
secretary further stated.

PHOTOS: BIKASH NAYAK

JUMBO MARCH
A herd of tuskers 

crosses a road near 
Khurda’s Begunia as 

commuters keep their 
distance, waiting for 

them to pass
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

29.0° 25.8°
14.8° 13.4°
96% 96%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Dense fog very 
likely to occur

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: Swa-
chh Sathis who achieve 90 
per cent collection of user fees 
will receive special incentive 
of `5,000, announced Bhu-
baneswar Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) Mayor Sulochana 
Das recently.

While extending New Year 
greetings to the Swachh 
Sathis at a meeting, the May-
or advised them to ensure the 
collection of user fees from 
permanent residents, traders, 
commercial establishments, 
educational institutions, var-
ious organisations and indus-

tries fi xed by BMC in 2018.
After the meeting conclud-

ed, Swachh Sathis attended a 
training session on the same 

day at Ekamra Hall. The 
training programme was at-
tended by offi cials including 
BMC’s Sanitation Standing 

Committee chairman Biran-
chi Narayan Mahasupakar, 
Taxation Standing Commit-
tee Chairman Rajkishore Das, 
Grievance Standing Commit-
tee chairperson Binayini Je-
na, Additional Commissioner 
Ratnakar Sahu and Deputy 
Commissioner (Sanitation) N 
Ganesh Babu among others.

At the meeting, Swachh 
Sathis were also made aware 
about Swachh Survekshan 
2026. “Work diligently so 
that in the current year, Bhu-
baneswar Municipal Corpora-
tion secures a place among the 
top three cleanest cities in the 
country,” Das advised.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: Chief 
Secretary Anu Garg Sunday 
reviewed the functioning of 
the Food Supply and Consumer 
Welfare (FS&CW) department, 
focused on Kharif paddy pro-
curement, market management 
and the Public Distribution 
System (PDS). Stressing the 
need to safeguard farmers’ in-
terests, Garg advised offi cials to 
ensure smooth procurement op-
erations and timely payments.

The review meeting at Lok 
Seva Bhavan was attended by 
FS&CW department Princi-
pal Secretary Sanjay Kumar 
Singh, Cooperative department 
Commissioner-cum-Secretary 
Rajesh Prabhakar Patil and 
Odisha State Supply Corpora-
tion Limited MD K Sudarshan 
Chakravarthy, along with se-
nior offi cers of the departments.

Offi cials informed the chief 
secretary that 19,67,812 farm-
ers have registered for paddy 
procurement in the 2025–26 
Kharif season, covering a total 
registered cultivation area of 
61,67,414 acres. In the previous 
agricultural year (2024–25), the 
state harvested 73.45 lakh met-
ric tonne of Kharif paddy and 

19.18 lakh metric tonne of Rabi 
paddy.

As of January 3, paddy har-
vesting has commenced in 18 
districts, with around 11.84 
lakh metric tonne already har-
vested. So far, 2,71,318 farmers 
have sold 12.05 lakh metric 
tonne of paddy. Preparations 
are underway to begin harvest-
ing in other districts based on 
crop maturity, the offi cials said.

Offi cials informed Garg that 
technology is being extensive-
ly used to streamline procure-
ment process in all districts. 
Satellite imagery is aiding 
accurate assessment of paddy 
cultivation, while digital sys-
tems are improving transpar-
ency and effi ciency, the offi cials 
said. Garg reviewed key aspects 
such as farmer linkage with 
societies, token system, quali-
ty control, lifting of paddy by 
millers, and direct transfer of 
payments to farmers’ bank ac-
counts within 48 hours of sale. 
She also stressed strict moni-
toring to ensure millers return 
the prescribed quantity of rice 
to the state.

The meeting also reviewed 
the deployment of CCTV sur-
veillance at mandis, mobile 
applications for mandi nodal 

offi cers, and online tracking 
of vehicles transporting pad-
dy from mandis to millers’ 
depots. To address grievances 
and delays, a 24-hour call cen-
tre (help centre) has been set 
up for urgent action and feed-
back. At present, 1,418 millers 
are engaged across districts for 
paddy procurement, Garg was 
informed.

With procurement volumes 
rising, discussions were held 
on the need for additional 
smart warehouses to address 
storage constraints. Currently, 
about 4,000 paddy procurement 
centres are operating with the 
involvement of 2,600 primary 
agricultural cooperative soci-
eties, over 400 women self-help 
groups, and various Pani Pan-
chayats. The state is utilising 
162 government warehouses 
with a total storage capacity of 
6.5 lakh metric tonne.

On the public distribution 
front, offi cials said that more 
than 11,700 fair price shops are 
functioning across Odisha. Un-
der the National Food Security 
Act and the State Food Securi-
ty Scheme, ration rice is being 
distributed to 3,27,83,673 benefi -
ciaries, with 96 per cent e-KYC 
coverage already completed.

Expressing satisfaction over 
the modernisation of procure-
ment and PDS operations, Chief 
Secretary reiterated the impor-
tance of timely lifting of paddy 
from mandis, adequate facili-
ties for farmers, hassle-free pay-
ment of dues and robust system 
management and directed offi -
cials to regularly monitor the 
call centre and control room to 
ensure swift grievance redres-
sal and smooth implementation 
of welfare measures.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: Ameri-
can Association of Physicians of 
Indian Origin (AAPI) will host 
the Global Healthcare Summit 
(GHS) 2026 at Kalinga Institute 
of Medical Sciences (KIMS) here 
from January 9 to 11, bringing 
together eminent physicians, 
researchers, healthcare lead-
ers, and innovators from India 
and the United States to a single 
platform. 

The summit underscores 
AAPI’s continued mission to ad-
vance global health, strengthen 
India–US healthcare collabora-
tions, and promote excellence 
in medical education, research 
and clinical care.

GHS 2026 will be organised 
around a forward-looking 
theme, centered on technology, 
innovation, and global health 
capacity building. The compre-
hensive academic agenda will 
feature cutting-edge Continu-
ing Medical Education (CME) 
sessions, AI-driven clinical 
insights, advanced surgical 
demonstrations, hands-on work-
shops, public health initiatives, 
and dedicated platforms for 
medical students and residents, 
informed AAPI GHS president 
Dr Amit Chakrabarty and Odis-
ha Physicians of America Pres-

ident Dr Atasu Nayak in a press 
conference here Sunday.

Major highlights of the sum-
mit includes state-of-the-art 
robotic surgery presentations, 
a high-impact plenary session 
on the role of AI in global medi-
cal practice, and emergency and 
resuscitation workshops using 
advanced SimMan3G+ simula-
tion technology.

Specialty-focused forums 
will cover critical areas such 
as diabetes and obesity, tuber-
culosis, critical care medicine, 
and metabolic syndrome. In line 
with its commitment to holistic 
and evidence-based healthcare, 
the summit will also feature 
dedicated tracks on Ayurveda, 
integrative medicine, yoga, and 
meditation.

Extending its impact beyond 
academic discourse, AAPI GHS 
2026 will place strong empha-
sis on community health ini-
tiatives. These include a mass 
hands-only CPR programme, 
aiming to train 1,200–1,500 par-
ticipants, HPV awareness and 
vaccination drives, and the AA-
PI stem cell registry drive.

The summit will also host 
a special CME on ‘Women in 
Healthcare: Challenges’, high-
lighting leadership develop-
ment, professional growth, and 
gender equity in medicine.

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, 
Jan 4: Odisha Vigi-
lance Sunday arrest-
ed CRRI Police Sta-
tion, Cuttack Inspector 
In-Charge (IIC) Bijay Kumar 
Barik while accepting `40,000 
as bribe from a licensed liquor 
vendor. 

According to sources, Bar-
ik was taking the bribe in ex-
change for allowing the liquor 

business to run smoothly. 
Vigilance offi cials seized the 
amount from his possession at 
Rajmahal Square here.

Following the confi scation, 
the Vigilance team subse-
quently conducted simultane-
ous searches at two locations 
linked to the accused. At his 
Unit-I government quarter 
here, Vigilance offi cials recov-

ered `4,96,120 in cash.
Besides, the investi-
gating team has locat-

ed a triple storeyed 
building at Sisupal-
garh and a newly 
constructed double 
storeyed building at 

Barik’s native place 
in Kendrapara. During 

the search, offi cials also 
recovered costly watches from 
his possession.   

Barik was booked under 
Section 7 of the Prevention 
of Corruption (Amendment) 
Act, 2018 and forwarded to the 
court Sunday. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: East 
Coast Railway (ECoR) an-
nounced temporary regulation 
of train services in the Waltair 
Division during January 2026 to 
facilitate safety-related moderni-
sation and maintenance work. 
The move is aimed at enhanc-
ing passenger safety and ensur-
ing the long-term reliability of 
railway infrastructure. Owing 
to this work, several passen-
ger and express trains will be 
affected through cancellations, 
rescheduling and short-termi-
nation or short-origination on 
different dates.

According to the railway au-
thorities, Visakhapatnam–Rai-
pur–Visakhapatnam Passen-
ger (58528/58527), Visakhapat-
nam–Koraput–Visakhapatnam 
Passenger (58537/58538) and 
Visakhapatnam–Koraput Inter-

city Express (18512) will remain 
cancelled January 5, 12 and 19. 
Similarly, Koraput–Visakhapa-
tnam Intercity Express (18511) 
will remain cancelled January 
6, 13 and 20. In addition, Jagda-
lpur–Howrah Samaleswari Ex-
press (18006) will be rescheduled 
and depart Jagdalpur two hours 
later than its normal schedule 
January 19. The regulation will 
also involve short-termination 
of certain trains. Guntur–Ray-
agada Express (17243) will be 
short-terminated at Vizianaga-
ram January 4, 11 and 18. Durg–
Visakhapatnam Vande Bharat 
Express (20829) will be short-ter-
minated at Rayagada January 5, 

12 and 19, while Sambalpur–Ray-
agada Intercity Express (18301) 
will be short-terminated at Mu-
niguda January 19.

Few trains under ECoR will 
short-originate from intermedi-
ate stations. Rayagada–Guntur 
Express (17244) will originate 
from Vizianagaram instead of 
Rayagada January 5, 12 and 19. 
Visakhapatnam–Durg Vande 
Bharat Express (20830) will 
originate from Rayagada on the 
same dates, and Rayagada–Sam-
balpur Intercity Express (18302) 
will originate from Muniguda 
January 19.

Passengers have been advised 
to take note of these temporary 
changes and plan their journeys 
accordingly. Updated informa-
tion regarding train services 
will be available through offi cial 
railway enquiry systems and 
other authorised communica-
tion channels of the Railways.

CS REVIEWS FOOD SUPPLY DEPT FUNCTIONING

Ensure hassle-free payment to 
protect farmers’ interests: Garg

Swachh Sathis to get special incentive: BMC

IN MOVE: Artistes perform Odissi at 7th Natya Shastra Nrutya Utsav at Soochana Bhawan in Bhubaneswar Sunday  PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

AAPI to host GHS 2026 in KIMS

Waltair Division to undergo 
safety modernisation work

VIG SLEUTHS NAB CRRI IIC 
ACCEPTING `40K BRIBE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: Former 
union minister Maneka Gandhi 
Sunday advocated a nationwide 
ban on the sale and use of fi re-
crackers in the country to check 
air pollution.

Speaking to media persons 
here on the sidelines of an 
event, Gandhi said the prime 
reason behind the air pollu-
tion in New Delhi has been the 
bursting of fi recrackers.

“If you will burst fi recrackers 
worth `800 crore in two nights, 
then what will happen to the 
air? There should be a nation-

wide ban on fi recrackers,” she 
said.

Those who burst fi recrackers 
should be branded as “anti-na-
tional” because everyone is 
suffering from their activities.

Instead of expecting every-
thing from the government, 
people should also initiate a 
movement to check air pollu-
tion, she said.

Commenting on cow smug-
gling, Gandhi said, “Lakhs of 
cows are being smuggled from 
Odisha and Bihar to Andhra 
Pradesh and West Bengal. It 
is our responsibility to stop it. 
Not a single cow should go to a 
slaughterhouse.”

Criticising the BJP-led central 
government, she said, “When the 
BJP came to power, I was hopeful 
that it would stop beef export be-
cause it was there in their man-
ifesto. But, unfortunately, it has 
not yet stopped. We cannot allow 
things to happen just for the sake 
of employment.”

On the Supreme Court’s re-
cent order on stray dogs, the 
animal rights activist said, “I 
feel very sad because the apex 
court is meant to be the last in-
stitution we respect and if they 
lose the respect of the people, we 
hurt ourselves.”

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: The 
state fi nals of 10th edition of 
the SIP Arithmetic Genius 
Contest (AGC) was held at Unit 
VIII DAV Public School here 
Sunday, marking a signifi cant 
milestone with participation 
of more than 800 children from 
34 schools across Odisha.

Orissa POST and Dharitri 
Sales and Marketing head 
Baroda Mohanty and SIP 
Abacus state head Sunil Nay-
ak attended the event as guest 
of honours and felicitated the 
winners.

In the preliminary round, 
20,000 students attended the 
competition across the state, 
among which, 10,000 students 
were selected for second round. 
After completion of second 
round, 800 students were select-
ed to compete in the state round.

SIP AGC is an annual com-
petition designed to inspire 
a love for arithmetics among 
young learners and to create 
awareness about the impor-
tance of skill development. 
This year, at all India level, 
the contest witnessed a re-
cord-breaking participation 
of over 8 lakh students, rep-
resenting over 1,900 schools 
across 23 states.

Cash prizes, trophies, and 
certifi cates were awarded to the 
winners in each class. Position 
holders from each class in the 
state round fi nals have quali-
fi ed for the national round.

Divyanshi Sarangi of Class 
I, DAV Kalinga Nagar was se-
lected as champion, whereas 
Roman Khan from ODM Kids 
World was selected as cham-
pion from Class II. Similarly, 
Shoolin Sekhar Routray from 
DAV Chandrasekharpur in 
Class III, Ayushman Behera 
from DAV Pokhariput in Class 

IV and Priyanshi Subudhi from 
DAV Kalinga Nagar in Class V 
received the fi rst positions, en-
tering into national fi nals.

SIP Abacus India is a leading 
skill development programme 
for children aged 6 to 12 years, 
designed to enhance arithmetic 
ability, concentration, memo-
ry, and overall intelligence. 
With over 1050 franchisee cen-
tres in India and presence in 11 
countries globally, SIP Abacus 
has empowered over a million 
children to excel academically 
and personally.

DAV Unit VIII hosts SIP AGC state fi nalsBan fi recrackers to check air 
pollution: Maneka Gandhi
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SIP AGC is an annual competition designed 
to inspire love for arithmetics among young 
learners and to create awareness about the 

importance of skill development
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Paradip, Jan 4: Rampant en-
croachment on government 
land has altered natural river 
courses and obstructed drain-
age systems in parts of Paradip, 
triggering public concern and 
calls for immediate action.

The state government has re-
iterated its resolve to remove il-
legal encroachment from public 
land. Revenue Minister Suresh 
Pujari recently warned that 
people who have constructed 
houses or other structures on 
government land must disman-
tle them immediately. Failing 
that, he said, the administra-
tion will carry out eviction 
drives and recover the entire 
cost from the encroachers.

However, residents allege 
that the local administration 
has remained largely inactive 
despite the government’s direc-
tive. Encroachment continues 
unchecked, they said, severely 
obstructing natural water fl ow 
and drainage, particularly 
during the monsoon.

People have demanded that 
the revenue minister person-
ally intervene to ensure the 
immediate eviction of illegal 
structures from encroached 
government land to restore 
drainage channels.

Paradip Port construction 
began in 1962. At the time, the 
region stretching from Paradip 
to Kujang had around 57 riv-
ers, streams and natural water 
channels. Over the years, rapid 
industrial growth and expand-
ing human settlements have led 
to large-scale encroachment, 
signifi cantly altering the area’s 
hydrology, locals said.

Several rivers have disap-
peared over the past 50 years, 
and many of those still visible 
are gradually being buried ow-
ing to encroachment, residents 
alleged. As a result, rainwater 
drainage has been severely dis-
rupted in seven panchayats, in-

cluding Paradipgarh.
Traditional fi shermen’s as-

sociations, villagers and other 
organisations have repeatedly 
complained to the Jagatsing-
hpur district administration, 
alleging large-scale encroach-
ment on river channels. The 
latest complaint relates to the 
fi lling up of a creek at Udaya-
bat mouza on the outskirts of 
Paradip, where house construc-
tion has led to the emergence of 
a colony. Hundreds of farmers 
have submitted complaints 
over the issue.

Farmers Surendra Barik 
and Padana Mangaraj stated 
in their petitions that plot nos-
1307 and 1309 of Udayabat mou-
za are part of the creek. Tehsil 
records identify the land as a 
natural drain since the 1930 set-
tlement. However, for the past 
six months, several people have 
allegedly been carrying out 
construction activities on the 
channel land.

They further alleged that 
some individuals have changed 
the land classifi cation of river 
areas and sold them after regis-
tering cases at the Kujang tehsil 
offi ce, including case numbers 
-7/99 and 174/2008. Similar al-
terations of river courses have 
taken place at multiple loca-
tions, leading to settlements 
and aggravating drainage woes.

Residents said land prices 
along the national and state 
highways between Paradip 
and Kujang have surged sharp-
ly. Land is now being traded at 
over Rs 2 crore per acre. Udaya-
bat resident Harekrushna Sahu 
said that taking advantage of the 
price rise, infl uential persons 
allegedly acquired such land 
through manipulative methods 
and administrative loopholes.

Kujang tehsildar Swarup 
Nandan Behera said an admin-
istrative inquiry is underway 
into the complaints and assured 
that encroachments on govern-
ment land would be cleared.

Encroachment alters 
river courses, blocks
drainage in Paradip

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sambalpur, Jan 4: Congress 
leader Adhir Ranjan Chow-
dhury Sunday met migrant 
workers from West Bengal in 
Sambalpur and expressed con-
cern over ‘parallel policing’ in 
some states where Bengali la-
bourers were allegedly being 
asked by private persons to 
provide their identity proof, 
urging law enforcement agen-
cies to stop the practice.

Chowdhury, a fi ve-time former 
MP from Baharampur Lok Sabha 
constituency in Murshidabad 
district of West Bengal, also as-
sured the migrant workers that 
the Congress was with them.

“I met some Bengali migrant 
workers here and told them 
that Congress is with them. I 
also informed them that the 
matter has been taken up with 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di,” Chowdhury told reporters.

He expressed concern over 
the killing of 30-year-old Jew-
el Rana, a Bengali-speaking 
migrant worker from Murshi-
dabad’s Jangipur, in Sambal-

pur last month following an 
altercation over a ‘bidi’. It was 
also alleged that the assailants 
had asked Rana to show his 
Aadhaar card suspecting him 
to be a Bangladeshi infi ltra-
tor, a charge denied by the 
local police.

“There is a parallel policing 
system in some states, as pri-
vate persons are asking mi-
grant workers to show their 
identity proof. This must be 
stopped, and the police should 
ensure that no one is harassed 
by the goons because of their 
suspicion that a migrant work-
er might be a Bangladeshi infi l-
trator,” Chowdhury said.

The former Congress leader 
in the Lok Sabha said that he 
has raised the issue with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

Chowdhury also said that he 
was planning to bring the mat-
ter to the notice of President 
Droupadi Murmu, who hails 
from Odisha, Sambalpur MP 
and Union Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan and Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi.

“I will fi ght for the safety of 
Bengali migrant workers work-
ing in different states,” the Con-
gress leader said.

He also met local Congress 
leaders and urged them to re-
main alert to prevent such in-

cidents in future.
Chowdhury also met North-

ern Range Inspector General 
Himanshu Kumar Lal and Sam-
balpur Superintendent of Police 
Mukesh Kumar Bhamoo during 
his one-day visit to Sambalpur.

The local police have taken 
prompt action and arrested 
the accused persons within 
six hours of the incident. 
The police will also file a 
chargesheet very soon and 
ensure that the accused are 
punished, Lal told reporters 
after meeting Chowdhury.

Lal said that the police have 
been working with the policy 
of ‘zero tolerance’ for such in-
cidents and conducting regular 
patrolling in vulnerable areas.

The police have also 
launched an awareness cam-
paign, urging them not to 
take the law into their hands, 
he said. Accompanied by some 
Congress leaders from neigh-
bouring West Bengal, where 
Assembly elections are due 
this year, Chowdhury visited 
Dhanipali in Ainthapali police 
station area and met some Ben-

gali-speaking migrant workers.
They also visited the place 

where Rana was hacked to 
death December 24 last year.

During his interaction with 
the migrant workers, Chow-
dhury enquired about their 
well-being and asked them not 
to worry about their safety 
in Odisha. Chowdhury said that 
the people of West Bengal and 
Odisha have centuries-old cor-
dial relations.

Thousands of workers from 
West Bengal work in Odisha 
and vice-versa, he said.

However, now the situation 
is taking a negative turn in the 
name of Bangladeshi infi ltra-
tion. Migrant workers from 
West Bengal are being subject-
ed to atrocities, violence, and 
murders. This is not acceptable 
to both states, he said.

The Congress leader said 
that migrant workers move to 
other states seeking livelihood 
and their intention should not 
be suspected.

Please do not consider all 
Bengali-speaking people as 
Bangladeshi, he added.

Cong leader Adhir meets Bengali migrant workers
Expressing concern over ‘parallel policing’, Chowdhury assured the migrant workers that the Congress was with them

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khariar, Jan 4: Khariar King 
Dr Jitamitra Prasad Singh Deo, 
a noted historian, archaeologist 
and researcher, passed away 
Sunday in his palace at Khariar 
town under Nuapada district. 
He was 80.

Singh Deo complained of 
chest pain shortly after lunch 
around 1pm Sunday and died 
a while later at the royal res-
idence. His wife, Queen Ra-
jashree Devi, was by his side.

Deputy Chief Minister Kanak 
Vardhan Singh Deo expressed 
his deep condolences on the sad 
demise of the Khariar King. 

Born August 29, 1946 in Kh-
ariar, Singh Deo completed 

higher education at Ravenshaw 
College in Cuttack. He was wide-
ly respected as a historian and 
lover of literature. Through 
extensive research, he brought 
several historical sites of Nua-
pada district to public attention.

Singh Deo authored 19 books 
on history and archaeology, 
contributing signifi cantly to 
the documentation and preser-
vation of the region’s heritage.

He authored several notable 
works, including Prehistoric 
Rock Art of Yogimath, Cultural 
Profi le of South Kosala, History 
of the Chauhan Dynasty Rule 
of Patna State (Odisha), Jagan-
nath Culture from Upper Ma-
hanadi to Lower Mahanadi, 
Ghatghumra Rock Art Copper 

Plates, Sarbhapuriya Dynasty, 
Classical Stone Seals of the Pan-
duvamsi Dynasty, The Orig-
inity of the Jagannath Deity, 
Tantric Art of Odisha, Charac-
ter Assassination in Modern 
History and Odisha.

In recognition of his exten-
sive research and scholarly con-

tributions, Sambalpur Universi-
ty and Sri Venkateswara Vedic 
University, Tirupati, conferred 
honorary doctorates on him. He 
also served as president of the 
Khadial Sahitya Samiti.

Following the death of Khari-
ar King Anup Singh Deo, Jita-
mitra was formally crowned in 
2004. He is survived by two sons 
Crown Prince Devdev Singh 
Deo, Prince Ambarish Singh 
Deo and a daughter, Princess 
Srikala Devi. According to a 
statement issued by the royal 
palace, the coronation of Crown 
Prince Devdev Singh Deo will 
be held at 10am Monday. The 
last rites of Jitamitra Singh Deo 
will be performed afterward at 
the Nehena ghat riverbank. 

Khariar King Jitamitra Prasad Singh Deo passes away
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Rayagada, Jan 4: Residents 
displaced for Aditya Alumi-
na Refi nery demanded a 0.01 
per cent equity stake in the 
company and compensation 
at four times the prevailing 
market rate during a meeting 
held Saturday at the Rayagada 
Sub-Collector’s conference hall.

The meeting, chaired by 
Sub-Collector Ramesh Jena, 
was attended by company offi -
cials and villagers from Poda-
padi, Puhundi, Anthuguda and 
Kadapadar villages in Kashipur 
block. The affected residents 
presented a charter of demands 
and sought immediate conven-
ing of a Rehabilitation and Pe-
riphery Development Advisory 
Committee (RPDAC) meeting.

The key demands included 

DP (displaced persons) status 
for 34 families of Puhundi mou-
za and for Nuasahi, compensa-
tion at four times the land’s 
market value as per the 2013 
Industrial Policy to original 
landowners, and permanent 
jobs for local youth, which 
is 90 per cent in unskilled 
categories and 75 per cent in 
skilled categories.

They also sought allocation 
of 30 per cent of company work 
to local contractors, assignment 
of transportation work to DP 
and PAP (Project Affected Per-
sons) benefi ciaries, establish-
ment of an engineering college 
for higher education, and a 100-
bed medical facility to provide 
quality health care in the area.

Residents also demanded that 
Kadampada village be granted 
full DP status, citing the min-

ing road and mining belt that 
pass through the village. They 
further called for the inclusion 
of local residents Akhil Jhodia, 
Gangadhar Raj, Rabi Majhi 
and Lalita Naik as members 
of the RPDAC committee, and 
demanded the appointment of 
an Odia CEO in the company.

To ensure the economic 
security of both the present 
and future generations, the 
villagers demanded allocation 
of a 0.01 per cent equity stake 

in the company. It was stat-
ed that some local residents 
have already been provided 
employment and company au-
thorities have been directed to 
continue offering jobs in the 
coming days.

The Sub-Collector said all 
necessary assistance would 
be provided to displaced fam-
ilies. Officials from Aditya 
Alumina, including HR Head 
Deepak Mohanty and CSR and 
R&R Head Tanmay Mohanty, 
attended the meeting.

Sources said that land was 
acquired in 2006 from the 
villages of Kansariguda, Po-
dapadi, Puhundi, Anthuguda 
and Kadapadar villages in 
Kashipur block of Rayagada 
district for setting up the Ad-
itya Alumina Refinery of the 
Aditya Birla Group. Landown-

ers were paid compensation 
based on the prevailing land 
value at the time.

At a meeting of the 
state-level RPDC, Novem-
ber 4, 2014, the then revenue 
divisional commissioner, 
the minister for Scheduled 
Tribes and Scheduled Castes, 
and the then Laxmipur MLA 
directed the Aditya Alumi-
na management to expedite 
work and make the project 
operational. However, the 
refinery remained non-func-
tional until 2023.

Under the state’s 2006 and 
2013 industrial policies, if a 
company fails to become op-
erational within five years of 
land acquisition, the land is 
to be returned to the original 
owners and reacquired afresh. 
Instead of returning the land, 

the company began construc-
tion work at the site in 2023, 
residents alleged.

Citing lack of employment, 
prolonged economic losses 
and inactivity after giving up 
their land, local residents op-
posed the project and demand-
ed compensation in line with 
current norms. They have 
also been pressing for anoth-
er RPDAC meeting. Villagers 
alleged that both the district 
administration and company 
authorities ignored their re-
peated demands.

In December, landowners 
staged a sit-in protest in front 
of the company. During the 
protest, Sub-Collector Ramesh 
Chandra Jena had assured 
them that a meeting would 
be convened to address their 
grievances, residents said. 

Affected villagers seek 0.01 pc equity at Aditya Alumina meet

Digapahandi: As many as 30 passengers were injured, seven of them critically, 
after a passenger minibus collided head-on with a dry-fi sh laden pickup van near 
Jhatipitia village on the Digapahandi–Chikiti main road in Ganjam district Sunday 
morning. The injured include two children aged four and seven years. The seven 
critically injured were shifted to MKCG Medical College and Hospital in Berhampur 
after administration of fi rst aid at Digapahandi. Sources said that the minibus, 
carrying about 40 passengers from Digapahandi to Chikiti, collided with the 
pickup van coming from Chikiti. The impact caused the pickup van to overturn 
on the road. Fire services personnel and police rushed to the spot, rescued the 
injured persons and admitted them to the Digapahandi Community Health Centre. 
After preliminary treatment, they were referred to Berhampur for advanced care. 

30 injured as minibus, pickup van collide
Berhampur: Ganjam transport department jumped into action mode and con-
ducted breathalyser tests on the drivers of ‘Ama Bus’ service run by CRUT (Capital 
Region Urban Transport) in Berhampur Sunday. Documents related to the buses 
were also verifi ed by the authorities, Ganjam RTO Debasis Swain informed. Act-
ing on the orders of Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi and the State Transport 
Authority, an enforcement squad, led by Swain along with Junior MVI Tarakanta 
Nanda and other offi cials, cracked down on drunken driving through breathalyser 
tests in Haldiapadar bus terminal near Berhampur. The inspection was conducted 
in the wake of death of a person in an accident involving ‘Ama Bus’ at Rupali 
Square in Bhubaneswar Saturday. RTO Swain further informed that the checking of 
drunken driving, vehicle fi tness and other parameters for all the vehicles including 
the CRUT buses and drivers shall be intensifi ed in the coming days.

RTO holds breathalyser tests on ‘Ama Bus’ drivers

Bhanjanagar: Three poachers were 
arrested for killing a wild boar using a 
crude bomb as bait near Kandhasahi 
on the Belaguntha Road under the Ghu-
musar North Forest Range in Ganjam 
district, police said Sunday. The ac-
cused were apprehended from the spot 
and later handed over to the forest de-
partment along with the carcass of the 
wild boar. Forest offi cials conducted a 
post-mortem examination on the ani-
mal and launched an investigation into 
the incident. According to preliminary 
fi ndings, the accused had planted a 
crude explosive wrapped with meat 
along the banks of the Loharakhandi 
river to hunt wild boars. Mistaking the 
bait for food, a boar consumed it, trig-
gering an explosion that tore apart its 
mouth and killed it on the spot.
Police said the suspects were prepar-
ing to butcher the animal when a 
tip-off prompted offi cers to conduct a 
raid. Three persons were arrested in 
connection with the illegal 
hunting activity.

Wild boar killed by 
bomb bait; 3 held

CULTURE FEST: Artistes perform traditional Ghudka dance at a procession ahead of the start of Lok Mahotsav-2026 in Sambalpur Sunday.  The Lok 
Mahotsav is jointly organised by Odia Language, Literature and Culture department and Zilla Sanskrutik Parishad of Sambalpur     OP PHOTO

Umerkote: A 25-year-old newly 
married woman was found 
hanging at her in-laws’ house 
in Nabarangpur district Sunday 
morning, with her family alleging 
that she was killed over dowry.
The deceased, Sanjana Mistry, 
was married to Anupam Chand 
of the DNK area under Umerkote 
police limits. Police recovered 
her body early Sunday. While 
her in-laws claimed she died by 
suicide, Sanjana’s father, Prabhas 
Kumar Mistry, lodged a complaint 
accusing her husband and in-laws 
of murder for dowry. According 
to the complaint, Sanjana married 
Anupam July 15, 2024, as per 
Bengali customs. She hailed 
from Chhatabeda village near 
Raighar and was employed as a 
schoolteacher. Prabhas alleged 
that within days of their marriage, 
Sanjana was subjected to mental 
harassment over a demand for 
a car. He further claimed that 
Sanjana was threatened with 
death if the demand was not met. 
She reportedly called a relative 
Saturday night saying she was 
being harassed and asked to be 
taken back to her parental home. 
The family members planned to 
visit her Sunday, but were informed 
early in the morning that she 
committed suicide. Police detained 
Sanjana’s husband for questioning 
and registered a case (2/26) at 
Umerkote police station. A forensic 
team from Nabarangpur district 
examined the scene. The father-
in-law denied the allegations, 
claiming the couple shared a good 
relationship. Police said further 
investigation is underway. 

Newlywed woman 
found hanging, kin 
allege dowry killing

Bhanjanagar: Police arrested two 
men in connection with a series 
of thefts from locked houses in 
Bhanjanagar and recovered stolen 
property, including foreign currency, 
gold ornaments and household items 
worth several lakhs of rupees. The ar-
rested accused have been identifi ed as 
Balia Nayak of Baunsalundi village and 
Gobinda Pradhan of Khurda area. Bhan-
janagar SDPO Deepak Kumar Mishra 
said at a press conference Sunday that 
police recovered jewellery, foreign cur-
rency, two LPG cylinders, a television set 
and other stolen articles, which were later 
returned to their owners. IIC Jibananda 
Jena was present during the presser. The 
case came to light after S Rahul Patra of 
Satyasai Temple Fourth Lane lodged a 
complaint. Patra and his family members 
had gone to their native village after lock-
ing their house. On their return December 
29, they found the house broken into and 
valuables stolen. Police registered a case 
and launched an investigation. 

2 men arrested for 
series of burglaries



S
omnath…hearing this 
word instils a sense of 
pride in our hearts and 
minds. It is the eternal 

proclamation of India’s soul. 
This majestic temple is situat-
ed on the Western coast of In-
dia in Gujarat, at a place called 
Prabhas Patan. The Dwadasha 
Jyotirling Stotram mentions 
the 12 Jyotirlings across In-
dia. The Stotram begins with 
“ ”, symbolising the 
civilisational and spiritual im-
portance of Somnath as the fi rst 
Jyotirling. 

It is also said:

It means: Just the sight of 
Somnath Shivling ensures that a 
person is freed of sins, achieves 
their righteous desires and at-
tains heaven after death.

Tragically, this very Som-
nath, which drew the reverence 
and prayers of millions, was 
attacked by foreign invaders, 
whose agenda was demolition, 
not devotion. 

The year 2026 is signifi cant 
for Somnath Temple. It has been 
1,000 years since the fi rst attack 
on this great shrine. It was in 
January of 1026 that Mahmud 
of Ghazni attacked this Tem-
ple, seeking to destroy a great 
symbol of faith and civilisation, 
through a violent and barbaric 
invasion. Yet, one thousand 
years later, the Temple stands 
as glorious as ever because of 
numerous efforts to restore Som-
nath to its grandeur. One such 
milestone completes 75 years in 
2026. It was during a ceremony 
on 11 May, 1951, in the presence 
of then President of India, Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad, that the re-
stored Temple opened its doors 
to devotees. 

The fi rst invasion of Somnath 
in 1026, the cruelty that was un-
leashed upon the people of the 
town and the devastation that 
was infl icted upon the shrine 
have been documented in great 
detail in various historical ac-
counts. When you read them, 
the heart trembles. Each line 
carries the weight of grief, cru-
elty and a sorrow that refuses 
to fade with time. Imagine the 
impact it had on Bharat and 
the morale of the people. After 
all, Somnath had great spiritu-
al signifi cance. It was also on 
the coast, giving strength to a 
society with great economic 
prowess, whose sea traders 
and seafarers carried tales of 
its grandeur far and wide. 

Yet, I am proud to state un-

equivocally that the story of 
Somnath, a thousand years after 
the fi rst attack, is not defi ned by 
destruction. It is defi ned by the 
unbreakable courage of crores 
of children of Bharat Mata. The 
medieval barbarism that began 
a thousand years ago went on to 
‘inspire’ others to repeatedly at-
tack Somnath. It was the start of 
an attempt to enslave our people 
and culture. But, each time the 
Temple was attacked, we also 
had great men and women who 
stood up to defend it and even 
made the ultimate sacrifi ce. 
And every single time, gen-
eration after generation, the 
people of our great civilisation 
picked themselves up, rebuilt 
and rejuvenated the Temple. 
It is our privilege to have been 
nurtured by the same soil that 
has nurtured greats like Ahily-
abai Holkar, who made a noble 
attempt to ensure devotees can 
pray at Somnath. 

In the 1890s, Swami 
Vivekananda visited Somnath 
and that experience moved 
him. He expressed his feelings 
during a lecture in Chennai in 
1897 when he said, “Some of 
these old temples of Southern 
India and those like Somnath 
of Gujarat will teach you vol-
umes of wisdom, will give you a 
keener insight into the history 
of the race than any amount of 
books. Mark how these temples 
bear the marks of a hundred at-
tacks and a hundred regener-
ations, continually destroyed 
and continually springing up 
out of the ruins, rejuvenated 
and strong as ever! That is the 
national mind, that is the na-
tional life-current. Follow it 
and it leads to glory. Give it up 
and you die; death will be the 
only result, annihilation, the 
only effect, the moment you 
step beyond that life current.”

The sacred duty of rebuild-
ing the Somnath Temple after 
Independence came to the able 

hands of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel. A visit during Diwali 
time in 1947 moved him so 
much that he announced that 
the Temple will be rebuilt 
there. Finally, on 11 May 1951, 
a grand Temple in Somnath 
opened its doors to devotees 
and Dr. Rajendra Prasad was 
present there. The great Sardar 
Sahib was not alive to see this 
historic day, but the fulfi lment 
of his dream stood tall before 
the nation. Then Prime Minis-
ter, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
was not too enthused with this 
development. He did not want 
the Honourable President as 
well as Ministers to associate 
with this special event. He said 
that this event created a bad 
impression of India. But Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad stood fi rm 
and the rest is history. No men-
tion of Somnath is complete 
without recalling the efforts 
of KM Munshi, who supported 
Sardar Patel very effectively. 
His works on Somnath, includ-
ing the book, ‘Somanatha: The 
Shrine Eternal’, are extremely 
informative and educative.

Indeed, as the title of Munshi 
Ji’s book conveys, we are a ci-
vilisation that carries a sense 
of conviction about the eternity 
of spirit and of ideas. We fi rmly 
believe that that which is eter-
nal is indestructible, as out-
lined in the famous Gita verse  
“ …”. There can 
be no better example of our ci-
vilisation’s indomitable spirit 
than Somnath, which stands 
gloriously, overcoming odds 
and struggles.

It is this same spirit that is 
visible in our nation, one of the 
brightest spots of global growth, 
having overcome centuries of 
invasions and colonial loot. It 
is our value systems and the 
determination of our people 
that have made India the cen-
tre of global attention today. 
The world is seeing India with 

hope and optimism. They want 
to invest in our innovative 
youngsters. Our art, culture, 
music and several festivals are 
going global. Yoga and Ayurve-
da are making a worldwide im-
pact, boosting healthy living. 
Solutions to some of the most 
pressing global challenges are 
coming from India.

Since time immemorial, 
Somnath has brought togeth-
er people from different walks 
of life. Centuries ago, Kalikal 
Sarvagna Hemchandracharya, 
a respected Jain monk, came 
to Somnath. It is said that after 
praying there, he recited a verse,   
“                                                           ”. 
It means - Salutations to 
That One in whom the seeds 
of worldly becoming are de-
stroyed, in whom passion and 
all affl ictions have withered 
away.” Today, Somnath holds 
the same ability to awaken 
something profound within 
the mind and soul.

A thousand years after the fi rst 
attack in 1026, the sea at Somnath 
still roars with the same intensi-
ty as it did back then. The waves 
that wash the shores of Somnath 
tell a story. No matter what, just 
like the waves, it kept rising 
again and again. 

The aggressors of the past 
are now dust in the wind, 
their names synonymous with 
destruction. They are footnotes 
in the annals of history, while 
Somnath stands bright, radiat-
ing far beyond the horizon, re-
minding us of the eternal spirit 
that remained undiminished 
by the attack of 1026. Somnath 
is a song of hope that tells us 
that while hate and fanaticism 
may have the power to destroy 
for a moment, faith and convic-
tion in the power of goodness 
have the power to create for 
eternity. 

If the Somnath Temple, 
which was attacked a thou-
sand years ago and faced con-
tinuous attacks thereon, could 
rise again and again, then we 
can surely restore our great na-
tion to the glory it embodied a 
thousand years ago before the 
invasions. With the blessings 
of Shree Somnath Mahadev, 
we move forward with a re-
newed resolve to build a Viksit 
Bharat, where civilisational 
wisdom guides us to work for 
the welfare of the whole world.

Jai Somnath! 
The writer is the Prime 

Minister of India and is 
also the Chairman of the 

Shree Somnath Trust.

I t was a moment of geopolitical déjà vu. On the same calendar 
day, separated by thirty-six years, United States forces once again 
seized a Latin American leader and transported him to American 

soil to face criminal charges. In 1989–90, troops sent by then President 
George HW Bush, detained Panamanian military dictator General 
Manuel Noriega, a one-time US ally and CIA informant. Now again 
on 3 January 2026, US forces ordered by President Donald Trump 
literally abducted Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro along with 
his wife Cilia Flores. Maduro was voted as President and has been 
in power since 2013.

In both cases, Washington used military force to secure strategic 
assets in the Western Hemisphere — the Panama Canal then, and Ven-
ezuela’s vast oil reserves now. In fact, hours after Maduro’s capture, 
Trump, dropping all pretence, said that the US will “tap” Venezuela’s 
vast oil reserves and sell “large amounts” to other countries. Maduro 
and his wife were fl own from Caracas to New York and transferred 
to the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn, where they are 
to face drug traffi cking–related charges. 

However, the real intent behind the invasion seems to be the 
country’s oil reserves and Maduro’s open criticism of the dollar’s 
dominance. Maduro, following the direction set by his Leftist prede-
cessor Hugo Chávez, openly opposed the dominance of the US dollar 
and framed it as a tool of American political and economic power. 
Before Maduro, several other leaders and countries which tried to 
challenge the supremacy of the dollar in the global marketing of 
crude petroleum met almost a similar fate when they were forcibly 
thrown out of power by the US. In 2000, Saddam Hussein announced 
Iraq would start selling oil in Euros, not US dollars. Three years 
later, the US invaded Iraq. The alibi put out for the invasion that he 
was stockpiling weapons of mass destruction (WMD) later turned 
out to be a ruse as no such weapons of mass destruction were ever 
found in Iraq. Eventually Iraqi oil went right back to being priced 
in dollars. In 2009, Muammar Gaddafi  proposed something even 
more dangerous - a gold-backed African currency — the gold dinar. 
It would have allowed African nations to buy oil without using dol-
lars. In 2011, NATO, primarily the UK and France, intervened in 
Libya for “humanitarian reasons” and Gaddafi  was killed. Libyan oil 
could thereafter be bought and sold in dollars. The affected countries 
however have since been ruined economically, socially and their 
governance systems have broken down.

With Maduro’s arrest, the US appears to have returned decisively 
to its old business of regime change. Yet in key respects, the operation 
against Maduro breaks new ground. Never before has the US military 
directly intervened in South America to depose a sitting head of state. 
Previous American interventions were confi ned largely to Central 
America and the Caribbean. Even in Mexico, where Washington in-
tervened repeatedly, the US never directly removed national leader-
ship or occupied the entire country. The Maduro operation signals a 
sharp pivot in US foreign policy also. Trump’s rhetoric, including the 
renaming of the Gulf of Mexico as the “Gulf of America” early in his 
second term, refl ects a broader assertion of American dominance in 
the hemisphere. Speaking after Maduro’s capture, Trump declared 
that “American dominance in the western hemisphere will never 
be questioned again.”

Critics argue that such confidence ignores hard-earned lessons. 
For effecting regime-change, wars are easy to launch but extraordi-
narily difficult to conclude successfully. The operation also appears 
to confirm a broader strategic shift. As the global “war on terror” 
winds down, Washington is recasting its focus toward what the 
administration calls “narco-terror.” Threats once associated with 
militant groups in the Middle East are being replaced by cross-bor-
der criminal networks in the Americas. Caracas was the target 
today, but what might fall next has left everyone guessing. Trump 
has already floated dramatic territorial ambitions, including re-
claiming the Panama Canal, annexation of Greenland and calling 
Canada the 51st American state. He has repeatedly claimed that 
“the cartels are running Mexico,” language that some see as laying 
the groundwork for future military action. US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio has also issued warnings to Cuba, further heightening 
regional anxiety.

History bears testimony that US interventions in Latin America, 
or for that matter in any part of the world from Iraq to Libya, have 
rarely produced lasting peace, stability, or democratic renewal. More 
often, they have left behind economic disaster for the general popu-
lace, unresolved power vacuums and long-term political instability 
— a legacy Venezuela may now be forced to confront. In the wake 
of the US strikes on Caracas, the Constitutional Chamber of Vene-
zuela’s Supreme Court ordered, on 3 January, that Vice-President 
Delcy Rodríguez assume the role of acting President of the country 
in the absence of Maduro. Speaking live on television soon after, 
Rodriguez demanded that the US free Maduro and called him the 
country’s “only President.” 

This operation in Caracas is not to be mistaken as some effort at 
democracy building in a troubled South American country. It was 
always about oil and was made amply clear by Trump’s assertion that 
he intends to “run” Venezuela, at least temporarily, fi nancing the ef-
fort through the country’s oil revenues. American energy companies 
would be welcomed back after nearly two decades, with promises of 
compensation for seized assets. The term that best captures this ap-
proach is resource exploitation. In other words, the insatiable hunger 
for energy is driving the US to a point of imbalance.
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SPECTRUM AGRICULTURE

Global glut: Can India protect its farmers?

Every bird counts 

Sir, Animals and birds are extremely dear to a 
man's heart. About 10,000 bird or avian species 
are said to be existent on this planet. No doubt 
pet birds like parakeets, budgies and parrots are 
protected by their owners. But the same cannot be 
said of the birds in the wild. Unfortunately, birds 
are vulnerable to various factors. Climate change 
and habitat destruction top the list. That said, il-
legal pet trading by criminals has to be controlled 
with an iron hand. As demand for exotic pets has 
become a lucrative trade, fl ow of easy money has 
become the rule for unruly elements. National Bird 
Day is observed on 5 January in India as elsewhere 
in the world. This year’s “Every bird counts, your 
observation matters” theme has hit the nail right 
on the hand. Inculcating, and spreading, aware-
ness on securing birds, adopting shelter-less birds 
and rescuing captured birds should top the agenda.
 Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

To hope for a true change of 
human life without a change of 
human nature is an irrational 
and unspiritual proposition. 
 SRI AUROBINDO

A 1000 YEARS OF UNBROKEN FAITH 

I ndia’s food economy in 2026 
looks comfortable. Granaries 
overfl owing, vegetable prices 

slipping, sugar in surplus, and 
global food markets cooling—even 
as wars rage in Ukraine and West 
Asia and climate shocks persist. 
The Food and Agricultural Organ-
isation’s (FAO) Food Price Index 
has retreated steadily from its pan-
demic and war-era highs, and the 
World Bank (WB) confi rms easing 
pressure across cereals, sugar, 
dairy and vegetable oils.

This global easing creates an 
Indian paradox: what comforts 
consumers strains farmers. Pric-
es are falling not because of rural 
prosperity, but because of sur-
plus—global and domestic—long 
a mixed blessing in Indian agricul-
ture. The reasons are structural. 
Bumper harvests of wheat, maize 
and rice in the US, Canada, Russia 
and Brazil, sustained Black Sea 
exports despite the war, lower en-

ergy and fertiliser costs, weakened 
demand for oils and dairy, falling 
freight rates, and gluts in sugar 
and dairy have together pushed 
global food prices down.

The WB broadly concurs—but 
adds a crucial caveat: global price 
averages hide local distress. Even 
as international prices soften, do-
mestic food infl ation and food in-
security persist in many low- and 
middle-income countries due to 
confl ict, currency weakness and 
climate shocks. Hunger does not 
automatically recede when glob-
al prices fall. India sits squarely 
inside this contradiction.

For Indian consumers, softer 
prices offer welcome relief after 
years of food infl ation. For Indian 
farmers—86% of whom are small 
and marginal landholders—the 
picture is far less benign. When 
global prices fall, Indian exports 
lose competitiveness. Sugar, rice 
and dairy producers face weaker 

external demand just as domestic 
supply peaks. Price realisation 
drops, often below cost of pro-
duction. The FAO has repeatedly 
warned that price volatility can 
push smallholders into poverty 
traps; even short spells of low pric-
es can force distress sales of assets 
or higher borrowing.

The problem is compounded 
by sticky input costs. Fertilisers, 
pesticides, diesel and electrici-
ty prices do not fall in tandem 
with output prices. Margins are 
squeezed from both ends. Market 
access remains another choke 
point. Lacking storage and trans-
port, farmers are forced to sell im-
mediately after harvest, precisely 
when prices are at their weakest.

India differs from many low-in-
come economies in one crucial 
respect: policy buffers. The MSP 
and government procurement—
particularly for rice and wheat—
continue to anchor farm incomes 

for key staples. The Food Corpo-
ration of India’s assured buying 
absorbs a large share of output, 
insulating these crops from global 
price swings. India’s vast domes-
tic market also matters. Internal 
demand absorbs much of what is 
produced, softening the transmis-
sion of global volatility. 

India’s challenge is to ensure 
that surplus does not translate 
into rural insolvency. That means 
resisting the temptation to view low 
food infl ation as an unqualifi ed suc-
cess. The world may be awash in 
food. For India, the task is to ensure 
that plenty does not become punish-
ment—and that consumers’ relief 
does not come at the cost of farm-
ers’ survival with their ̀ 6000 Kisan 
Samman Nidhi and MSP back-up. 
That balance, not bumper harvests 
alone, will determine whether this 
phase passes as a manageable cor-
rection—or hardens into a deeper 
agrarian stress. INFA

The waves that wash the shores of Somnath 
tell a story. No matter what, just like the 

waves, it kept rising again and again

THERE CAN 
BE NO BETTER 

EXAMPLE 
OF OUR 

CIVILISATION’S 
INDOMITABLE 

SPIRIT THAN 
SOMNATH, 

WHICH STANDS 
GLORIOUSLY, 

OVERCOMING 
ODDS AND 

STRUGGLES 

Narendra Modi 

WISDOM CORNER
Religious faith, like political belief, should be based on rea-
soning, on the development of thought and feelings. The two 
things are inseparable.  
 FIDEL CASTRO

The true revolutionary is guided by a great feeling of love. It 
is impossible to think of a genuine revolutionary lacking this 
quality. 
 CHE GUEVARA

You cannot carry out fundamental change without a certain 
amount of madness.
 THOMAS SANKARA

THIS GLOBAL 
EASING CREATES 

AN INDIAN 
PARADOX: WHAT 

COMFORTS 
CONSUMERS 

STRAINS 
FARMERS 

Shivaji Sarkar

 

1709: The arrival of the Great Frost. Europe's coldest winter in 500 years 
began to take hold on this day in 1709. It would kill hundreds of thousands 
of people, make travel and trade nearly impossible, and disrupt two wars. 
Climatologists are still trying to understand the cause of what became 
known as the Great Frost.

1914: Following the great success of the Model T, American automobile 
maker Henry Ford raised his workers' pay from $2.40 to $5.00 a day and 
reduced the hours of the workday.

1919: A locksmith named Anton Drexler founded the German Workers' 
Party, the forerunner of the Nazi Party, in Munich, Germany.

World at war

Sir, According to data from the Armed Confl ict Location and Event Data 
(ACLED) project, more than 240,000 people were killed in confl ict-related 
violence worldwide last year. Rather than isolated crises, multiple wars 
unfolding simultaneously have become the new normal, with long-sim-
mering confl icts spreading across regions and peace-making efforts prov-
ing fragile and elusive. Europe recorded the sharpest rise in violence, 
driven primarily by Russia's war in Ukraine, while the Middle East 
remained locked in persistent turmoil despite intermittent ceasefi res. 
Ukraine emerged as the deadliest confl ict zone of 2025, as Russia intensi-
fi ed territorial offensives and drone attacks on cities and infrastructure, 
exacting enormous human and material costs for minimal gains. Gaza, 
Sudan, Myanmar and parts of South Asia also witnessed extreme vio-
lence, underscoring how global instability now spans continents rather 
than remaining regionally contained. Analysts point to deeper structural 
shifts behind this escalation. The retreat of the United States from its 
traditional role as a guarantor of the rules-based international order 
has, according to political risk experts, created a power vacuum. This 
has emboldened rogue states, armed groups and non-state actors to act 
with greater impunity.   Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH 

 SOMNATH SWABHIMAN PARV FOCUS
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 4: The Delhi 
Government is all set to de-
clare Human Rabies as a No-
tifiable Disease in the nation-
al capital under the Epidemic 
Diseases Act in an effort to 
strengthen surveillance and 
ensure timely treatment.

“This is an important step 
toward our goal of zero human 
deaths from rabies in Delhi,” 
said Delhi Health Minister 
Pankaj Kumar Singh. On notifi -
cation, all government and pri-
vate health facilities, including 
medical colleges and individual 
practitioners, will be required 
to report suspected, probable, 
and confi rmed cases of human 
rabies to the concerned health 
authorities, said an offi cial 
statement. The move aims to 

strengthen disease surveil-
lance, ensure timely reporting 
of cases, and enable swift pub-
lic health action to prevent the 
spread of rabies, it said, adding 
the government is also further 
strengthening rabies vaccina-
tion facilities for humans as 
well as dogs and other animals.

The Delhi Government is 
in the process of fi nalising the 
State Action Plan for Rabies 
Elimination (SAPRE) in coor-
dination with local bodies, the 
Animal Husbandry Department 
and other stakeholders.

The move comes amid a row 
over the Supreme Court’s order 
on handling stray dogs after it 
took cognisance of reports on 
stray dog attacks on people and 
rabies-related deaths.

The apex court in Novem-
ber directed the removal of all 

stray dogs from railway stations, 
schools, hospitals, bus stops and 
other public areas, and their re-
location to “designated shelters” 
after due sterilisation and vac-
cination in accordance with the 
Animal Birth Control Rules.

However, dog lovers, experts 
and activists are opposing it, 
saying the “unscientifi c” ap-
proach will weaken rabies-con-
trol efforts, destabilise urban 
ecosystems and disproportion-
ately affect low-income and un-
derserved communities.

“Declaring rabies as a noti-
fi able disease is a key step to-
ward achieving the goal of zero 
human deaths due to dog-medi-
ated rabies. The government is 
also further strengthening Ra-
bies vaccination facilities for 
humans as well as dogs and 
other animals,” the offi cial 
statement said.

To ensure accessible treat-
ment across the city, anti-ra-
bies vaccine (ARV) is currently 
being provided at 59 health fa-
cilities across all 11 districts of 
Delhi, while anti-rabies serum 
(RIG) is available at 33 designat-
ed health facilities and hospi-
tals in the national capital.

Mandatory notifi cation will 
help authorities track disease 
trends, improve coordination be-
tween human and animal health 
systems, and implement targeted 
preventive measures in high-risk 
areas. The proposed notifi cation 
will come into force immediate-
ly after issuance and will remain 
applicable until further orders. 
Detailed guidelines for reporting 
and coordination will be shared 
with all concerned departments 
and health institutions.

The move comes amid a row over the Supreme Court’s order 
on handling stray dogs after it took cognisance of reports on 

stray dog attacks on people and rabies-related deaths

Delhi: Human rabies to be 
declared notifi able disease

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Prayagraj (UP), Jan 4:  Brav-
ing the bitter cold, devotees 
thronged the Sangam Sunday 
for a holy dip in the Ganga 
during the ongoing Magh Mela.

Amid rows of tents, flut-
tering saffron pennants, and 
devotional music emanat-
ing for loudspeakers, devo-
tees streamed into the Mela 
ground. Some arrived on 
two-wheelers, taking their 
vehicles up to the waterfront 
before they descended into 
the river for a dip. Others ar-
rived from far and wide, lug-
ging their bags with one hand 
while they clutched their chil-
dren with the other.

The Akshayvat Marg on the 
Mela premises, one of the major 
thoroughfares leading to the ho-
ly river, saw a steady stream of 
pilgrims. Ashutosh Varshney, 
who had set up his camp near 
the Sangam, said there has 
been a rush of devotees since 
early morning.

While the devotees took a 
dip in frigid Ganga waters and 

offered prayer, security per-
sonnel and divers kept a close 
watch. Safety announcements 
constantly emanated from the 
public address system.

‘Kalpvasis’ also took the rit-
ual dips Sunday. During the 
month-long ‘kalpavas’, devo-
tees bathe in the Ganga twice 

daily and eat one meal a day, 
spending their time in medita-
tion and worship of their cho-
sen deity. ‘Kalpavas’, believed 
to absolve people of their sins, 
began on 'Paush Purnima' (Sat-
urday).

Acharya Rajendra Mishra, 
president of the Triveni San-

gam Aarti Seva Samiti, said 
approximately 5 lakh devotees 
are observing ‘kalpavas’.

Chanting hymns and carry-
ing their belongings in small 
bundles, pilgrims walked to-
wards the Sangam for the holy 
dip, while others were seen per-
forming ritual worship in the 

tents where they were put up.
Additional District Magis-

trate (Magh Mela) Dayanand 
Prasad said for the fi rst time, 
a separate township has been 
established for the pilgrims 
and ‘kalpavasis’ in the Magh 
Mela area. This township, 
spread over 950 bighas, has 
been named Prayagwal, and is 
located opposite the Nagvasuki 
Temple.

Ten bathing ghats have been 
constructed over an area of 
10,000 square feet at the Magh 
Mela, and nine pontoon bridg-
es have been built, the offi cial 
added.

The Magh Mela began at the 
Sangam on Saturday with lakhs 
of devotees converging on the 
riverbanks in the early hours to 
take a holy dip on the occasion 
of ‘Paush Purnima’.

Besides ‘Paush Purnima’, 
the auspicious bathing occa-
sions include Makar Sankranti 
(January 14), Mauni Amavasya 
(January 18), Basant Panchami 
(January 23), Maghi Purnima 
(February 1) and Mahashivratri 
(February 15).

People carry a boat on a horse cart on a cold winter morning, in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 4: Dog lovers, 
experts and activists gathered 
for a demonstration at the 
Jantar Mantar here over the 
Supreme Court's recent order 
to remove street dogs from 
public spaces, demanding an 
evidence-based, lawful and hu-
mane policy on stray dogs.

Ahead of the apex court’s 
next hearing on the matter 
January 7, the protesters, 
gathered under the banner 
‘Do or Die’, called for an 
immediate stay on the mass 
removal and confinement or-
ders of community dogs.

The demonstrators held 
placards saying ‘Pollution ha-
tao, pashu nahi’, ‘Jeev nahi toh 
jeevan nahi, and ‘Stop the mas-
sacre, every life matters’.

Simultaneously demonstra-
tions took place in over 50 cities 
across the country, including 
in Mumbai, Chennai, Bengal-
uru, Kolkata, Hyderabad and 
Trivandrum, the statement 
read. On November 7, 2025, 
the Supreme Court ordered 
to remove all stray dogs from 

railway stations, schools, hos-
pitals, bus stops and other pub-
lic areas, and relocate them to 
a “designated shelter” after due 
sterilisation and vaccination in 
accordance with the Animal 
Birth Control (ABC) Rules.

The protesters, in a state-
ment, asserted that pub-
lic-health experts, veteri-
narians and scientists have 
expressed concern over the 
unscientifi c approach to mass 
removal and confi nement of 
stray dogs.

These actions will weaken ra-
bies-control efforts, destabilise 
urban ecosystems, and dispro-
portionately affect low-income 
and underserved communities, 
they said.

The mobilisation follows 
weeks of misinformation and 

alarmist media reporting that 
infl uenced public narrative and 
policy response before verifi ed 
facts were examined, the state-
ment read.

According to experts, Animal 
Birth Control with Anti-Rabies 
Vaccination (ABC-ARV/CNVR) 
has never been implemented at 
the scale required for epidemi-
ological impact in most states.

Affi davits submitted by state 
governments show coverage 
levels far below global bench-
marks. Characterising this as 
"failure of ABC" is therefore 
misleading; what has failed is 
implementation, not the poli-
cy or the science behind it, the 
experts said in the statement.

Meanwhile, over 2,000 citi-
zens from across India, includ-
ing prominent fi gures such as 
Mira Nair, Swara Bhaskar, 
Mark Tully, and Dadi Padam-
jee, signed an open letter along 
with doctors, public-health ex-
perts, veterinarians, scientists, 
animal-behaviour specialists, 
environmentalists, journalists 
and caregivers, fl agging urgent 
concerns about the proposed 
mega-shelter model, it read.

MAGH 
MELA Pilgrims gather at Sangam for holy dip in icy Ganga

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, Jan 4: The Uttar 
Pradesh government Sunday 
launched the state's fi rst Bari-
lle library with a collection of 
more than 4,000 books, an offi -
cial statement said.

Launched at the Dr Shakun-
tala Mishra National Rehabili-
tation University (DSMNRU), 
the initiative is in line with 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath’s policy of inclusive ed-
ucation and empowerment for 

STRAY DOGS ISSUE

Protest at Jantar Mantar

UP govt launches its fi rst Braille library in Lucknow
persons with disabilities.

The library has been set up 
on the fi rst fl oor of the Swami 
Vivekananda Central Library 
on the university campus, 
and Vice-Chancellor Acharya 
Sanjay Singh inaugurated the 
facility as the chief guest, the 
statement said. Earlier, he paid 
fl oral tributes to the statue of 
Louis Braille, the pioneer of the 
Braille script, at the university 
premises on the occasion of his 
birth anniversary.

Addressing the gathering, 

Singh urged students with 
visual impairment to become 
self-reliant and directed the 
university administration to 
provide them with modern 
computer training.

He said the Braille script is a 
powerful medium of education 
for persons with visual impair-
ment, helping them connect 
with the mainstream of society.

According to the statement, 
Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) for Backwards Classes 
Welfare and Divyangjan Em-

powerment Narendra Kashyap 
said the library houses more 
than 4,000 National Education 
Policy (NEP)-based academic 
books published by the univer-
sity's Braille press, covering 54 
undergraduate and postgrad-
uate courses. He further said 
this is the fi rst university in 
the state to develop a well-organ-
ised Braille library section with 
such a large collection. A read-
ing room with seating capacity 
for more than 150 students has 
also been set up, he added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, Jan 4: Cold condi-
tions intensified across Ut-
tar Pradesh over the past 24 
hours following a sharp fall 
of 3-6 degrees Celsius in mini-
mum temperatures, the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) said Sunday.

The signifi cant drop in night 
temperatures has been attribut-
ed to the passage of an active 
western disturbance affecting 
western India, after which cold 
and dry north-westerly winds 
from hill regions swept across 
the state. As a result, minimum 
temperatures in the central 
parts of Uttar Pradesh fell by 
3-6 degrees Celsius, leading to a 
marked increase in cold condi-
tions. The IMD said minimum 
temperatures may fall slightly 
further in other parts of the 
state during the next 24-?48 
hours, after which the decline 
is expected to halt and a grad-
ual rise may begin under the 
infl uence of the next western 
disturbance.

Daytime conditions also re-
mained harsh in several areas 
due to strong cold winds blow-
ing at speeds of 15-20 kmph, 
persistent fog and lack of clear 
skies, leading to cold day con-

ditions at isolated places. Dense 
to very dense fog is likely at a 
few places over eastern Uttar 
Pradesh, while dense fog is ex-
pected at isolated locations in 
western parts of the state.

Temperatures are expected 
to remain below normal for 
the next few days due to fog and 
cold winds.

The IMD noted that the fall 
in minimum temperatures was 
most pronounced over central 
Uttar Pradesh, where the dis-
sipation of an elevated layer of 
fog on Saturday afternoon led to 
enhanced radiational cooling.

In Lucknow, the minimum 
temperature settled at 6.0 de-
grees Celsius, 1.8 degrees below 
normal, while the maximum 
temperature was recorded at 
16.9 degrees Celsius, 3.2 de-
grees below normal. Relative 
humidity ranged between 55 
and 91 per cent, and no rainfall 
was recorded.

According to the forecast, 
Lucknow and adjoining areas 
are likely to witness moder-
ate fog during late night and 
morning hours, with mainly 
clear skies later in the day. 
The maximum and minimum 
temperatures are expected to 
hover around 17 and 8 degrees 
Celsius, respectively.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 4: From late-
night rescue drives and distri-
bution of sleeping bags to the 
homeless, to medical care for 
elderly people enduring joint 
ache, NGOs in Delhi have 
stepped up coordinated efforts 
to protect vulnerable residents 
as severe cold conditions per-
sist in the capital.

Several Delhi-based NGOs 
are working round-the-clock 
to rescue people sleeping in 
the open, coordinating with 
government rescue vans and 
arranging shelter, warm cloth-
ing and medical support for the 
vulnerable population.

According to 
Centre for Holis-
tic Development 
(CHD), one such 
organisation, more than 2,000 
homeless persons have been 
rescued so far this winter.

“We have rescued over 
2,000 people, distributed 
sleeping bags and coordi-
nated closely with govern-
ment vans to bring people to 
safer locations. We are also 
strengthening the infrastruc-
ture of existing shelters and 
identifying abandoned build-
ings where people can be tem-
porarily housed,” said Sunil 
Kumar Adelia, Executive 
Director, CHD.

Apart from rescue and shel-
ter, NGOs have also expanded 
health-related interventions, 
particularly for the elderly who 
suffer increased joint pain and 
mobility issues during winter.

Delhi-based NGO Sewa 
Bhawan said it is providing 
physiotherapy support and 

medicines to senior citizens 
living on the streets and in 
temporary shelters.

Another Delhi-based NGO, 
Wishes and Blessings, has 
launched its annual winter 
relief initiative, ‘6 Weeks of 
Warmth’, aimed at providing 
sustained assistance to vul-
nerable groups across the city. 
The programme, which began 
December 15, focuses on home-
less individuals, daily wage 
workers, elderly persons and 
families living in unsafe con-
ditions, it said.

Under the initiative, volun-
teers are distributing blankets, 
shawls, sweaters, caps, socks 
and other winter essentials at 

multiple loca-
tions in Delhi, 
particularly 
during night 

hours when temperatures drop 
sharply.

Other organisations have 
also increased outreach in vul-
nerable areas such as footpaths, 
fl yovers and construction sites.

Delhi-based Raahgiri Foun-
dation said it has intensifi ed 
night patrols to identify people 
sleeping in the open and per-
suade them to move to shelters.

The capital Sunday record-
ed a minimum temperature of 
7.4 degrees Celsius, 0.5 notches 
above the season’s average, 
according to the India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD).

A cold wave is expected to af-
fect isolated places in the city 
till January 6, it said.

A cold wave is declared when 
the minimum temperature 
drops by 4.5 degrees Celsius to 
6.5 degrees Celsius below the 
average temperature.

Cold conditions intensify across UP NGOs intensify rescue 
drives for the homeless

WINTER IN DELHI



We will work 
to bring 
investment 

in the IT sector 
here. The textile 
park has given 
employment op-
portunities, and we have taken 
efforts to develop water supply 
and roads in the city

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS |  MAHARASHTRA CM

Several new 
initiatives 
are in the 

pipeline, includ-
ing plans to use 
blockchain tech-
nology to further 
secure land transactions and 
adopt scientifi c methods to 
eliminate fake documents and 
duplicate registrations

PINARAYI VIJAYAN  | KERALA CM
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WOMAN DELIVERS
BABY INSIDE CAR 
A 21-year-old woman delivered a baby boy inside 
a car after doctors attended to her at the emer-
gency entrance of a private hospital Sunday 
morning, hospital authorities said. According to 
doctors at VPS Lakeshore Hospital, the woman 
went into advanced labour moments after 
reaching the emergency department premises

Congress has an-
nounced a ‘MGNRE-
GA Bachao San-
gram’. It is actually 
a save corruption 
campaign 
SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN | RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT MINISTER

GAME OVER 
for illegal 
encroach-

ment at Jamu-
na-Moudanga RF. 
Mission com-
pleted as 5,250 
bighas reclaimed 
through peaceful, lawful 
& decisive action

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

Man ends life after 
jumping from hotel 
New Delhi: A 50-year-old 
man allegedly committed 
suicide after jumping from the 
12th fl oor of a fi ve-star hotel 
in Delhi’s Connaught Place 
area Sunday, police said.  The 
deceased has been identifi ed 
as Parvinder Singh Juneja, a 
resident of southeast Delhi’s 
Lajpat Nagar, they added. 
Singh entered the hotel and 
took a lift to the 12th fl oor, 
where a restaurant is located. 
He then jumped from the 
building, the police said.

Stalin announces ̀ 3K 
cash gift for ‘Pongal’
Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M K Stalin Sunday 
announced `3,000 cash gift 
for harvest festival ‘Pongal’ 
to rice category ration card 
holders and to all families 
that reside in rehabilitation 
camps for Sri Lankan Tamils. 
Ahead of Pongal, a gift 
hamper comprising one kilo 
each of rice and sugar and 
one sugarcane in addition to 
cash gift of `3,000 (to each 
family that has a rice-card) 
and a dhoti and a saree would 
be distributed through PDS 
outlets to benefi ciaries, the 
chief minister announced. 
The cash dole for Pongal was 
increased to `1,000 during the 
2016-2021 AIADMK regime.

Nepalese 
national held 
New Delhi: The Delhi Police 
has arrested of a Nepalese 
national and the recovered 
nearly 11 kg of charas worth 
over `1 crore, an offi cial 
said Sunday.  The arrest was 
made following information 
about the movement of a drug 
traffi cker involved in supplying 
contraband in the Amar Colony 
area, they said.  “Acting on the 
tip-off, a team laid a trap in 
the area January 1. At around 
6.50 pm, the suspect was 
identifi ed by the informer 
and intercepted while carrying 
a bag. On checking, several 
polythene packets containing 
the drugs were found inside,” 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Southeast) Hemant 
Tiwari in a statement said.

13 children fall ill after 
consuming soapberries
Jorhat (Assam): At least 
13 children have fallen ill 
after consuming washnuts 
or soapberries in Assam's 
Jorhat district, offi cials said 
Sunday. According to a senior 
health department offi cial, 
the incident took place at 
Bor Soycotte Tea Estate in 
Titabar earlier during the day. 
“The minors consumed the 
soapberries Saturday evening 
while playing,” he added.

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Jan 4: The Indian 
Psychiatric Society (IPS) has ex-
pressed deep concern over the 
persistently high mental health 
treatment gap in India, noting 
that nearly 80-85 per cent of 
individuals suffering from psy-
chiatric disorders do not receive 
timely or appropriate care.

This stark reality, which is 
supported by national and global 
evidence, was highlighted during 
the curtain raiser event of the 
77th Annual National Conference 
of the Indian Psychiatric Society, 
ANCIPS 2026, to be held from 
January 28-31 at Yashobhoomi 
in Delhi. Mental health experts 
warned that despite advances in 
treatment and increasing aware-
ness, the majority of people with 
mental illness continue to remain 
outside the formal healthcare sys-
tem. Data from the National Men-

tal Health Survey 
(NMHS) indi-
cates that 
India faces 
one of the 
widest 
treat-
ment 
gaps 
in the 
world, 
with over 
85 per cent 
of people 
suffering from 
common mental 
disorders not seeking 
or receiving treatment.

In a global context, more 
than 70 pc of individuals with 
mental illness do not receive 
care from trained healthcare 
professionals, and in many 
low-income countries, fewer 
than 10 per cent of those in 
need actually access neces-

sary treatment. Addressing the 
gathering, Dr Savita Malhotra, 
President of the Indian Psychi-
atric Society (IPS), emphasised 
that mental illnesses are among 
the most treatable health con-
ditions if identifi ed early and 
managed appropriately. Ex-
perts at the event outlined 

several interlinked reasons be-
hind the long delays in seeking 
psychiatric care, which often 
range from several months to 
even years. Social stigma and 
discrimination remain major 
barriers, as individuals fear 
being labelled, judged, or mar-
ginalised by family, workplace 

and society. Lack of awareness 
further compounds the prob-
lem, with many people failing 
to recognise early symptoms of 
mental illness as medical con-
ditions requiring professional 
help. Another signifi cant con-
tributor to the treatment gap 
is the acute shortage of mental 
health professionals in India.

Dr Nimesh G Desai    highlight-
ed the serious consequences of de-
layed or absent treatment. High-
lighting the role of the upcoming 
national conference, Dr Deepak 
Raheja, Organising Secretary 
of ANCIPS Delhi and Director, 
Hope Care India, said that that 
integration of mental health ser-
vices into primary healthcare, 
increased budgetary allocation, 
expansion of the mental health 
workforce and sustained nation-
wide awareness campaigns are 
urgently needed to reduce stig-
ma and improve access.

Over 80% with mental illness miss timely care: IPS
Mental 

health experts 
warned that despite 

advances in treatment 
and increasing awareness, 
the majority of people with 

mental illness continue 
to remain outside the 

formal healthcare 
system
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Mumbai, Jan 4: Shiv Sena 
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray 
Sunday urged the State Election 
Commission to cancel results in 
68 civic wards where ruling Ma-
hayuti nominees were declared 
winners unopposed, saying un-
contested victories effectively 
rob ‘Gen Z’ and fi rst-time voters 
of their voting right.

Sharing the stage with MNS 
chief Raj Thackeray to unveil their 
joint manifesto for the upcoming 
polls to the Mumbai civic body, Ud-
dhav warned that democracy must 
not be overrun by “mobocracy.”

The former chief minister 
launched a scathing attack on 
the Mahayuti government, say-
ing that since his government 
was dislodged and Eknath 
Shinde helmed the state (in 
June 2022), the wealth of the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration is being splurged on 
contractors.

 He claimed that after 
vote-stealing, the ruling parties 
are now stealing candidates. 
Accusing the BJP of double 
standards, Raj Thackeray said 
the BJP had approached the Su-
preme Court in similar instanc-
es in West Bengal, where ruling 
party candidates were chosen 
unopposed in local body polls, 
and asked the ruling party to 
clarify this issue. Incidentally, 
the BJP has gone on the offen-
sive on the issue of unopposed 
victories as 68 candidates from 
the Mahayuti, including 44 
from the BJP, have won with-
out contest in Maharashtra, 
mainly due to the withdrawal 
of contestants from other par-
ties or rebels.

Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis, at a road show in 
Chandrapur during the day, 
said the people’s mandate 
would prevail even if opposi-
tion parties approach the court.

Referring to the uncontested 
victories in the run-up to the 
January 15 elections to 29 civ-
ic bodies, Uddhav said, “If the 
SEC has courage, it should can-
cel elections where candidates 
were chosen unopposed and 
initiate the poll process again 
in those civic wards.”

The unopposed election of 
candidates is akin to denying 
voters, especially the ‘GenZ’ 
electorate, the chance to exer-
cise their franchise, he added.

Uddhav said that if the BMC's 
(Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation’s) expenditure 
budget is `15,000 crore, then 
the amount needed to give to 
contractors for different works 
in the form of advance mobili-
sation is `3 lakh crore, which is 
a “scam”. He alleged kickback 
money was being used for the 
civic polls.

Uddhav demanded the sus-
pension of Maharashtra Leg-
islative Assembly Speaker 
Rahul Narwekar, who has 
been accused of interfering in 
the nomination process and 
tampering with CCTV footage 
linked to the exercise.

“He is a Speaker. He doesn't 
belong to any party and has 
the responsibility to conduct 
work without any allegiance. 
He should be booked for violat-
ing the poll code,” Uddhav said. 
Narwekar, a BJP MLA from 
Colaba in south Mumbai, has 
dismissed the charges as base-
less and politically motivated. 

Uddhav seeks to scrap 
‘unopposed’ civic winsPRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 4: India Sun-
day voiced “deep concern” over 
the US capturing Venezuela’s 
President Nicolas Maduro and 
his wife in a military operation, 
and said it is closely monitor-
ing the unfolding situation in 
the oil-rich South American 
country.

In its first reaction to the 
unprecedented American ac-
tion in Venezuela's capital, 
Caracas, early Saturday, New 
Delhi also called for a peace-
ful resolution of the situation 
through dialogue to ensure 
stability in the region and 
reaffirmed its support for the 
well-being of the people of that 
country.

The United States brought 
Maduro and his wife, Lady 
Cilia Flores, to New York to 
face drug traffi cking-relat-
ed charges. Venezuela, de-
nouncing the US action, has 
announced a state of national 
emergency.

“Recent developments in 
Venezuela are a matter of deep 
concern. We are closely moni-
toring the evolving situation,” 
the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) said.

“India reaffi rms its support 
to the well-being and safety of 
the people of 

Venezuela,” it said. New 
Delhi also called upon “all 

concerned to address issues 
peacefully through dialogue, 
ensuring peace and stability of 
the region”.

The US carried out the mil-
itary assault on Caracas after 
consistently accusing Madu-
ro of being involved in drug 
traffi cking. The Venezuelan 
leader had stridently denied 
the charges.

In its brief statement, the 
MEA said the Indian embassy 

in Caracas has been in touch 
with members of the Indian 
community and will continue 
to provide all possible assis-
tance to them. On Saturday 
night, India advised its nation-
als to avoid all non-essential 
travel to Venezuela and urged 
all those who are in that coun-
try to exercise extreme caution.

“In view of recent develop-
ments in Venezuela, Indian 
nationals are strongly advised 

to avoid all non-essential travel 
to Venezuela,” the MEA said.

There are around 50 NRIs 
(non-resident Indians) and 30 
PIOs (persons of Indian origin) 
in Venezuela, according to the 
embassy in Caracas.

After Maduro and his wife 
were fl own out of Caracas, US 
President Donald Trump told a 
news conference that his country 
will run Venezuela until a transi-
tion of power can take place.

The US president said the 
"extremely successful" opera-
tion should serve as a warning 
to anyone who would threaten 
American sovereignty or endan-
ger American lives.

India and Venezuela share 
a history of warm relations. A 
major thrust to the bilateral rela-
tionship was imparted by former 
president Hugo Chavez's State 
Visit to India in March 2005.

The two countries have ro-
bust cooperation in the energy 
sector. India's ONGC Videsh 
Limited (OVL) has a joint 
venture with Corporacion 
Venezolana del Petroleo (CVP). 
The joint venture is known as 
"PetroleraIndovenezolana SA" 
for the production and explora-
tion of oil in the San Cristobal 
fi eld, in which the OVL has a 
40-per cent stake.

The OVL's investment in the 
project is approximately USD 
200 million, according to the 
Indian embassy. 

Violation of UN charter: Left parties
New Delhi: The US attack on Venezuela is a blatant violation of the UN Charter, the 
Left parties said Sunday, while raising concerns over statements from President 
Donald Trump and Secretary of State Marco Rubio. The Left parties also held a 
protest at the Jantar Mantar here against the US action. In a statement, the parties 
said they "strongly denounce and condemn the US aggression against Venezuela 
and the kidnapping of President Nicolas Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores". The 
statement, jointly issued by the CPI(M), CPI, CPI(ML) Liberation, AIFB and RSP, said 
it was an attack carried out against a sovereign country in blatant violation of the 
United Nations Charter. The Left parties also called for nationwide protests against 
US aggression and in solidarity with the people of Latin America.

India voices ‘deep concern’US STRIKES 
VENEZUELA
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Chandigarh, Jan 4: Dera Sa-
cha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram 
Rahim Singh, who is serving a 
20-year jail term for raping two 
of his disciples and is current-
ly lodged in the Sunaria jail in 
Haryana's Rohtak, was again 
granted a 40-day parole, said 
sources Sunday.

His latest parole comes 
months after he was granted 
a similar parole in August last 
year. Singh will come out of 
prison for the 15th time since 
he was convicted in 2017.

The Dera Sacha Sauda head is 
serving a 20-year sentence giv-
en in 2017 for raping two of his 
disciples. Singh and three oth-
ers were also convicted in 2019 
for the murder of a journalist 
more than 16 years ago. He was 
granted a 21-day furlough in 
April 2025 and a 30-day parole in 
January 2025, ahead of the Feb-
ruary 5 Delhi Assembly polls.

Similarly, he was allowed a 
20-day parole October 1, 2024, 
days before the October 5 Hary-
ana Assembly polls. In August 
2024, Singh was granted a 21-
day furlough. He was also per-
mitted a three-week furlough 
from February 7, 2022, barely 
two weeks before the Punjab 
Assembly polls.

Prior to his latest parole, 
Singh has come out of prison 
14 times since being convicted 
in 2017. Sikh organisations, 
such as Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee, have 
in the past criticised the grant 
of relief to Singh.
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Gorakhpur (UP), Jan 4: An 
unusual case has come to light at 
the BRD Medical College in Gor-
akhpur where an MBBS student 
of the 2014 batch has remained 
in the fi rst year for more than a 
decade after failing to clear the 
fi rst-year examination.   

Grappling with regulatory 
hurdles, the college adminis-
tration has now approached the 
National Medical Commission 
(NMC) seeking its guidance to 
resolve the issue.

 According to college authori-
ties, the student, who could not 
clear the fi rst-year MBBS exam-
ination in 2015, has been resid-
ing in the UG hostel since 2014. 

 The student has neither 
fi lled the examination form nor 
appeared for any subsequent at-
tempts in the last 11 years. He is 
also not engaged in regular aca-
demic activities, offi cials said.

 Under existing medical edu-
cation rules, a student who fails 
the fi rst-year MBBS examina-
tion is not required to seek fresh 
admission and can reappear by 
simply fi lling the examination 
form. Due to this provision, the 
student's enrolment continues 
to remain technically valid, pre-
venting the college from cancel-
ling his admission.  

Repeated counselling ses-
sions by the college authori-
ties failed to yield any result, 
following which the adminis-
tration contacted the student's 
father.  

 However, despite three 
phone calls from the princi-
pal's offi ce asking him to visit 
the college, the student's father 
has not turned up so far, the of-
fi cials said, adding that the fa-
ther has shown little concern 
for his son's academic future.

MBBS student remains in 
1st yr for over a decade 
at Gorakhpur college

EAM begins 6-day visit
to France, Luxembourg
New Delhi: External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar Sunday began a six-day visit to 
France and Luxembourg to hold talks on bilateral 
and global issues of mutual interests. In Paris, 
he will be meeting the French leadership and will 
hold talks with Foreign Minister Jean Noel Barrot, 
according to the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA). Jaishankar’s visit to France comes against 
the backdrop of growing global concerns over 
the US capturing Venezuela’s President Nicolas 
Maduro and his wife in a military operation. The 
MEA said Jaishankar and Barrot will discuss the 
progress made under the India-France strategic 
partnership and matters of global importance. The 
two ministers are also expected to prepare ground 
for French President Emmanuel Macron's visit to 
India next month to participate in the AI Summit.

Army Chief embarks on 
visit to UAE, Sri Lanka
New Delhi: Army Chief Gen Upendra Dwivedi 
Sunday embarked on a four-day visit to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and Sri Lanka to explore 
ways to shore up bilateral military cooperation.  In 
the fi rst leg of his two-nation tour, Gen Dwivedi is 
visiting the UAE to hold wide-ranging talks with the 
top military brass of the infl uential Gulf nation. He 
will also visit key military establishments including 
the UAE National Defence College and interact with 
offi cers and troops. “These engagements are aimed 
at further enhancing bilateral defence cooperation, 
professional military exchanges and strategic 
understanding between the two armed forces,” 
the Army said.  It said Gen Dwivedi's January 
5-6 visit to the Gulf nation underscores a shared 
commitment to deepen mutual understanding and 
enhance cooperation in areas of common interest.

Jharkhand govt diluted core 
spirit of PESA Act, claims BJP
Ranchi: The BJP Sunday alleged that the JMM-
led government in Jharkhand has diluted the 
core spirit of the PESA Act, 1996, as the exact 
definition of ‘gram sabhas’ in the legislation has 
been “sidelined” in the notified rules. Leader 
of Opposition (LoP) Babulal Marandi accused 
the Hemant Soren government of “tampering” 
with the core spirit of the PESA Act to “benefit 
mining mafia and conversion syndicates”. BJP 
leader Arjun Munda said that the Panchayats 
(Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act specifies that 
the self-governing system -- based on customary 
laws, religious practices, and traditions that have 
existed since ancient times -- shall be called the 
‘gram sabha’, whereas the PESA rules notified 
by the Jharkhand government mention only 
“traditions” while defining ‘gram sabhas’.

SNIPPETS

Dera chief Gurmeet 
Ram Rahim again 
granted parole

Tourists take part in river rafting on the Beas river, in Kullu, Himachal Pradesh     PTI PHOTO
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BANK STRIKE: UNIONS THREATEN 
NATIONWIDE ACTION JAN 27
Bank employees’ unions under the aegis of 
the United Forum of Bank Unions (UFBU) 
have threatened to go on a nationwide 
strike January 27, demanding implementa-
tion of a 5-day week

Democracy is impossible without 
the right to question. Citizens 
have the right to know what kind 

of work the government is doing in the 
fi elds of health, education and infrastruc-
ture. But this government does not want to 
empower the public. Their political ideology 
is like that of old kings. A maharaja is sitting 
in Delhi, and in every state where they are 
in power, they have installed a raja
GAURAV GOGOI  | ASSAM CONG PRESIDENT

Kerala: Hundreds of 
two-wheelers gutted 
Thrissur: Hundreds of two-
wheelers were gutted after a 
fi re broke out at the parking 
area of the railway station 
here Sunday, Fire and Rescue 
Service offi cials said. The 
police FIR stated that around 
500 two-wheelers were gutted, 
but Southern Railway, in its 
statement, said around 250 
vehicles were damaged. The 
blaze erupted at the paid-parking 
shed at around 6.20 am, and a 
distress call was received at 
about 6.40 am, the offi cial added.  
Initially, police and fi re personnel 
suspected that a spark from an 
electric line that fell onto a two-
wheeler parked with a cover on it 
was the cause of the fi re. 

Dalit woman 
stabbed to death
Karwar (Karnataka): A 
30-year-old Dalit woman was 
stabbed to death on a road in 
Uttara Kannada, allegedly by 
a man known to her, police 
said. The accused, identifi ed 
as Rafi que Imamsab, was later 
found dead, hanging from a 
tree in a forest near Yellapur 
Sunday, Superintendent of 
Police Deepan M N told PTI. 
The incident triggered tension 
in the town, with several 
Hindu outfi ts calling for a 
bandh and terming the killing 
a case of ‘love jihad’.

AAP leader shot dead 
Amritsar: Aam Aadmi Party 
leader and village sarpanch 
Jharmal Singh was allegedly 
shot dead by unidentifi ed 
assailants at a wedding venue 
here Sunday, police said. 
According to the police, Singh, 
a resident of Valthoa village 
in Tarn Taran district, was 
attending a marriage ceremony 
in Amritsar when some 
unidentifi ed assailants shot him 
from point-blank range. After a 
gunshot hit Singh's forehead, he 
fell and was taken to a nearby 
hospital, where he succumbed 
to his injuries, police said.

The collective 
body of liter-
ature refl ects 

the conscience, 
creativity and 
imagination of a 
society, and plays 
a vital role in building an intellec-
tually progressive nation

SARBANANDA SONOWAL | 
UNION SHIPPING MINISTER

Instructions 
have been 
given that 

people should get 
a safe, clean, and 
better experience 
-- so that these 
spots become even more conve-
nient for spending 
time with families

HEMANT SOREN | JHARKHAND CM

Daily wages 
of Rs 250 are 
not enough 

to run a household 
given the rise in 
prices. I give you 
my word -- within 
30 days of the next government 
being formed, a tripartite meeting 
will be held, and within seven days 
of that, the process to ensure Rs 
300 daily wages will begin

ABHISHEK BANERJEE | 
TMC NATIONAL GENERAL SECY

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sambhal (UP), Jan 4: A 
mosque and a madrassa in 
Sambhal district that were 
facing action for encroaching 
on government land were de-
molished by members of the 
mosque committee just before 
the notice period expired, and 
the cleared land was allotted 
on lease to 20 people from the 
economically weaker section, 
offi cials said Sunday.

In another action, the district 
administration also carried 
out the demolition of an illegal 
mosque in Raya Buzurg vil-
lage, as the encroachment had 
not been fully removed despite 
prior notices, they said.

District Magistrate Rajender 
Pensiya told reporters that 
the ‘Madina mosque’ and the 
madrassa were illegally con-
structed around 20-25 years 
ago on 1,339 square metres of 
government land in Salempur 
Salar alias Hajipur village.

A four-month notice, is-
sued to the parties concerned 
for the removal of the illegal 
encroachment, was set to ex-
pire Sunday, January 4, but 
before the administration 
could take action, members 
of the Muslim community 
and the mosque committee 
were seen using hammers to 
demolish the illegal structure 
themselves Saturday, the offi-
cials said.

The district magistrate said 
that the illegally constructed 
mosque and madrassa ”were 
removed by the members of 
the Muslim community them-
selves”.

Tehsildar Sadar (Sambhal) 
Dhirendra Pratap Sigh said 
that a team was formed for 
the action against the illegal 
mosque.

When asked why the Mus-
lim community members were 
demolishing the mosque 
themselves, he said, "This 
is a good thing. It's always 
good when people realise 
their mistake."
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New Delhi, Jan 4: The Cen-
tre Sunday relaxed the norms 
for deep-tech startups to avail 
fi nancial assistance from the 
Department of Scientifi c and 
Industrial Research.

At the 42nd foundation 
day celebrations of the 
DSIR, the Union Science and 
Technology Minister Jiten-
dra Singh announced the 
removal of the three-year 
viability criteria for deep-
tech startups to avail finan-
cial assistance of up to Rs 1 
crore under the Industrial 
Research and Development 
Promotion Program (IRDPP) 
of the department.

The DSIR extends fi nancial 
assistance up to Rs 1 crore to 
startups under its IRDPP only 
if they prove to be sustainable 
and viable for a minimum peri-
od of three years.

Describing the move as 
an incentive to acceler-
ate and sustain startups, 
Singh said, “The removal 
of the three-year existence 
requirement is a significant 
incentive to help deep-tech 
startups scale faster, even 
before they are fully on 
their own.”

However, the startups will 
have to maintain appropriate 
evaluation standards linked 
to technological maturity, he 
said. The move is expected 
to provide early momentum 
to projects as well as prom-
ising innovators and entre-
preneurs.

Addressing the gathering, 
the minister said that while 
the Rs 1 lakh crore Research, 
Development and Innovation 
(RDI) fund has generated un-
precedented enthusiasm across 
the country, it is designed to 
support startups that have 
achieved a certain level of tech-
nological maturity.

“For early-stage innovators 
or startups, a wide basket of 
schemes already exists across 
departments such as DST, 
CSIR, TDB (Technology Devel-
opment Board) and others.”

Artistes perform at the ‘Veedhi Virudhu Vizha’ festival, which showcases traditional art forms as part of Pongal 
celebrations, in Chennai, Tamil Nadu PTI PHOTO

Two illegal mosques, 
madrassa demolished
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Indore, Jan 4: Renowned wa-
ter conservationist Rajendra 
Singh Sunday termed the re-
cent death of several residents 
due to contaminated drinking 
water in Indore a “system-cre-
ated disaster,” alleging that 
deep-rooted corruption is to 
blame for the tragedy.

The Magsaysay Award 
winner, popularly known as 
the “Waterman of India,” ex-
pressed alarm that such a crisis 
could unfold in Indore, which 
has been consistently ranked 
as India’s cleanest city.

“If such a tragedy can occur 
in the country’s cleanest city, 
it shows how serious the con-
dition of drinking water sup-
ply systems must be in other 
cities,” Singh told PTI.

The crisis began in the area 
of Bhagirathpura, where local 
government offi cials discovered 
a huge leak within the major 
water pipeline carrying drink-
ing water. It was found that wa-
ter contamination occurred in 
an area where a toilet was con-
structed over the water mains 
in a police outpost.

Government offi cials admit-
ted the sewage overfl ow from 
the toilet spilled over into the 
water mains, causing the out-
break of severe episodes of 
vomiting and diarrhea.

Offi cially, the death toll was 
put at six so far. Locals, howev-
er, claim the fatality count could 
be anywhere between 10 and 14, 
with another 200 people still in 
hospital. Over 30 patients were 
still in the intensive care units.

“Indore’s contaminated 
drinking water crisis is a sys-
tem-created disaster. To save 
money, contractors lay drink-
ing water pipelines in close 
proximity to drainage lines,” 
Singh claimed.

He alleged “corruption” has 
ruined the entire system. The 

Indore tragedy is the direct 
result of this corrupt system, 
he added. “The year-on-year 
decline in groundwater levels 
in Indore is the most worrying. 
I visited Indore for the fi rst 
time in 1992. Even then, I had 
asked how long the city would 
depend on water from the Nar-
mada river?” Singh said. If 
the city has continued to rely 

on the Narmada water even 
after so many years, it means 
that people in the government 
system did not want to create a 
responsible water management 
mechanism, he claimed.

A large amount of money is 
lost to corruption in the proj-
ect to bring Narmada water 
to Indore from 80 kilometres 
away, the water conservation-
ist charged. 

Indore depends on the Nar-
mada River for its water needs. 
Through pipelines laid by the 
municipal corporation, water 
from the Narmada river is 
brought to Indore from Jalud 
in neighbouring Khargone 
district, located 80 km away, 
and supplied to households on 
alternate days.

According to civic offi cials, 
around Rs 25 crore is spent ev-
ery month from the municipal 
corporation's treasury only on 
electricity bills for this project.

INDORE WATER CONTAMINATION

‘Disaster by corrupt system’

A person shows a sample of the drinking water that is being collected 
following a diarrhoea outbreak caused by contaminated water, at 
Bhagirathpura area, in Indore, Madhya Pradesh PTI PHOTO

CONG SEEKS JUDICIAL PROBE

The Congress Sunday sought a judicial inquiry into the Indore water con-
tamination incident and threatened to launch an agitation January 11 if the 

party's demands for rectifi cation measures were not met. MP Congress chief 
Jitu Patwari said Kailash Vijayvargiya must be sacked as state urban develop-
ment and housing minister since Bhagirathpura, where the tragedy unfolded, is 
part of the latter's Indore-1 assembly constituency. A case of culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder must be registered against Indore Mayor Pushyamitra 
Bhargava and concerned civic offi cials, he said after attending a meeting with 
party leaders here over the drinking water tragedy.
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Kolkata, Jan 4: Sharpening 
her attack on the Election 
Commission, West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee 
urged CEC Gyanesh Kumar to 
halt the “arbitrary and fl awed” 
SIR in the state, warning that 
its continuation in the present 
form could trigger “mass disen-
franchisement” and “strike at 
the foundations of democracy”.

In a strongly worded letter 
dated January 3, Banerjee ac-
cused the commission of presid-
ing over what she described as 
an “unplanned, ill-prepared and 
ad hoc” process marked by “se-
rious irregularities, procedural 
violations, and administrative 
lapses”. She asserted that the 
situation on the ground had 
worsened despite her two ear-
lier communications to the chief 
election commissioner (CEC).

“I am once again constrained 
to write to you in order to place 
on record my grave concern," 
Banerjee wrote, recalling that 
she had fl agged similar issues 
in letters dated November 20 
and December 2. "Regretta-
bly, instead of any corrective 
course being adopted, the sit-
uation on the ground has only 
deteriorated further." The chief 
minister said the "undue haste" 
with which the SIR was being 
carried out, "without adequate 
groundwork or preparation", 

had rendered the process "fun-
damentally fl awed". Calling the 
issues "illustrative and by no 
means exhaustive", the chief 
minister concluded that the 
SIR, as presently conducted, is 
"compromised" and strikes at 
the basics of democracy.

"Taken together, these defi -
ciencies demonstrate that the 
SIR process, as presently con-
ducted, stands deeply compro-
mised and strikes at the basic 
structural framework of our 
democracy," the chief minister 
wrote, warning that if correc-
tive steps were not taken imme-
diately, the "exercise must be 
halted" to prevent "irreparable 
damage" and "large-scale dis-
enfranchisement".

20 new diarrhoea
cases detected

Twenty new patients were 
detected in Indore Sunday after 

health teams screened over 9,000 
persons amid a diarrhoea outbreak 
caused by contaminated drinking 
water in the country's cleanest 
city, offi cials said. Offi cials said 
health teams examined 9,416 
individuals from 2,354 households 
during an ongoing survey in the 
city's Bhagirathpura area, where 
six persons have lost their lives 
due to contaminated water, and 
identifi ed 20 fresh cases.

Mamata urges CEC
to halt SIR in Bengal

68-year-old man 
dies post SIR hearing
Kolkata/Jaynagar: A 68-year-old 
man, who had appeared for SIR 
hearing with a cannula inserted in 
his nose after being discharged from 
a hospital, died in Kolkata, trigger-
ing a political storm, with the TMC 
blaming anxiety over voter-roll revi-
sion as the cause of his death and 
the BJP dismissing the charge as 
“drama”. Nazitul Mollah, a resident 
of Uttar Thakurechak area under 
the Gardeowani gram panchayat 
in South 24 Parganas's Jaynagar, 
breathed his last on Saturday night. 
Mollah had received a notice for a 
hearing linked to the SIR of electoral 
rolls, when he was undergoing treat-
ment for breathing-related ailments, 
his family members said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Jan 4: Authorities 
here have barred courier com-
panies and parcel services from 
transporting narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances and 
other contraband without a val-
id permit, and directed them to 
ensure police verifi cation of all 
their employees.

The directives were issued 
by Jammu District Magistrate 
Rakesh Minhas Saturday.

“In exercise of the powers 
conferred under Section 163 of 
the Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita (BNSS) read with 
the relevant provisions of the 
NDPS Act, District Magistrate 
Jammu has ordered that no cou-
rier company, parcel service, or 
logistics operator functioning 
within the district shall accept, 
book or transport any narcotic 
drugs, psychotropic substanc-
es, or other contraband items 

unless it holds a valid transport 
permit under NDPS Rules and 
as per regulations under the 
Drugs and Cosmetic Act 1940,” 
the order stated.

“All courier companies/par-
cel services shall strictly veri-
fy the identity and credentials 
of consignors and consignees, 
including valid government-is-

sued identity proof, maintain 
complete records of consign-
ments, including sender and 
receiver details, parcel descrip-
tion, weight, booking receipt 
and date of booking, mode of 
payment received against each 
consignment along with trans-
action details wherever appli-
cable,” it said.

Courier and parcel service 
operators have also been asked 
to ensure that all their employ-
ees, including delivery staff, 
loaders, booking clerks and 
franchise workers, are duly 
verifi ed through local police 
and that an updated register 
of such verifi ed employees is 
maintained.

They have been instructed 
to provide training to staff to 
help them identify suspicious 
consignments and immediately 
report them to the nearest po-
lice authority.

"Any courier company/
agency found violating this 
order shall be held personally 
and legally responsible. Own-
ers, managing directors, direc-
tors, agents and all employees 
involved may be prosecuted 
under relevant sections of the 
NDPS Act, BNSS and other ap-
plicable laws. "Penalties may 
include seizure of consign-

ments, cancellation of license, 
fi nes and criminal sanctions," 
the order read.

The DM instructed the senior 
superintendent of police to en-
sure strict enforcement of the 
order, conduct inspections and 
initiate necessary legal action 
against defaulters.

"As the notice cannot be 
served individually on all con-
cerned, this order is hereby 
passed ex-parte... this order 
shall come into force with 
immediate effect and shall re-
main in force for the period of 
eight weeks, unless withdrawn 
earlier, and subject to further 
extension or modifi cation," the 
order stated.

It said any contravention 
of the order shall attract legal 
consequences as contemplated 
under Section 223 (disobedience 
to order duly promulgated by a 
public servant) of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita.

Jammu bans courier transport of narcotics without permit
Courier and parcel service operators have been asked to ensure that all their employees, including delivery staff, loaders, booking clerks 

and franchise workers, are duly verifi ed through local police and that an updated register of such verifi ed employees is maintained

Centre relaxes norms
for startups to avail 
funds from DSIR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Faridabad, Jan 4: A new 
revelation has emerged in 
the gangrape of the 25-year-
old woman, who was sexual-
ly assaulted by two men in 
a moving vehicle and later 
thrown onto the road earlier 
this week, that the accused 
committed the crime in a 
private hospital's ambulance 
and not a van.

A senior investigating offi cer 
on Sunday said that the accused 
used to work as a driver and 
helper on the ambulance of a 
private hospital

.  The two accused, one from 
Mathura in Uttar Pradesh and 
the other from Jhansi in Ut-
tar Pradesh, have since been 
arrested and sent to judicial 

custody. 
 Six days after the incident, 

the woman remains hospital-
ised.  A purported video of the 
victim, presumably recorded 
after the incident, has surfaced 
in which she explains that after 
giving her the lift, one of the ac-
cused had deposited Rs 600 into 
her account.

  "I did not know them be-
fore. As soon as I sat in the car, 
one of them transferred Rs 600 
to my PayTM account, and 
then they locked the car and 
snatched my mobile. There was 
dense fog at night. I cried out 
loud, but there was no help," 
she said in the video. 

 Meanwhile, the Haryana 
state commission for women 
Sunday has taken cognisance 
of the gangrape, offi cials said. 

FARIDABAD ASSAULT

Woman was gangraped
inside ambulance: Cops
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MYANMAR JUNTA FREES PRISONERS
Myanmar’s military government granted 
amnesty to more than 6,100 prisoners and 
reduced other inmates’ sentences Sunday to 
mark the 78th anniversary of the country’s 
independence from Britain. The amnesty comes 
as the military government proceeds with a 
monthlong, three-stage election process that 
critics say is designed to add a facade of 
legitimacy to the status quo

We urge everyone 
to exercise re-

straint and fully respect the 
UN Charter and internation-
al human rights law. The 
protection of people in 
Venezuela is paramount 
and must guide any 
further action
VOLKER TÜRK | 
HUMAN RIGHTS CHIEF, UN

Britain, France strike 
Syria ISIS arms bunker
Damascus: British and 
French warplanes carried out 
an airstrike in central Syria 
on an underground facility 
where members of the Islamic 
State group are suspected 
to have stored weapons and 
explosives, the British defence 
ministry said Sunday. The 
strikes occurred Saturday 
evening on the structure in 
the mountains just north of 
the historic town of Palmyra in 
the country’s Homs province, 
the ministry’s statement said. 
Britain and France are part 
of the US-led coalition that 
has been fi ghting IS militants 
for more than a decade. 
The ministry said the British 
military used Typhoon FGR4 
fi ghter jets supported by a 
Voyager refuelling tanker 
and were joined by French 
aircraft in the joint strike. The 
British air force used Paveway 
IV guided bombs to target 
a number of access tunnels 
down to the facility, the 
statement said, adding that 
while a detailed assessment 
is now underway, initial 
indications are “that the target 
was engaged successfully.”

Italy’s airport chaos 
strands thousands
Milan: The Italian airport 
of Bergamo Orio-al-Serio, 
a Ryanair hub for fl ights to 
Milan, halted fl ights Saturday 
evening due to technical 
issues with the landing 
guidance system and poor 
visibility, leaving thousands 
stranded overnight. SACBO, 
the company that operates the 
airport, said in a statement 
the technical problem was 
solved around midnight, but 
a warning on the airport’s 
website said “fl ights may be 
delayed or cancelled”. The 
incident led to the cancellation 
of 26 departing fl ights with 
6 diverted to other airports 
and 7 rescheduled for Sunday, 
local media said. Thousands 
spent the night at the airport, 
with images showing people 
sleeping on the fl oor and 
baggage check-in belts.

Boat capsize kills 
25; 14 missing 
Maiduguri: At least 25 
people have died and 14 
others remain missing after 
a boat carrying dozens of 
passengers capsized in Yobe 
State, northeastern Nigeria, 
offi cials said Sunday. The 
accident occurred just before 
8 p.m. local time (1900 GMT) 
Saturday when the large 
canoe, which had departed 
Adiyani village in northwestern 
Jigawa State, overturned en 
route to Garbi in Yobe State. 
The vessel was carrying 52 
passengers, according to 
Mohammed Goje, head of 
the Yobe State Emergency 
Management Agency. “It 
was a market day, and the 
victims were returning home 
after trading. If the driver 
survives, he will be prosecuted 
for negligence,” said Lawan 
Adam, the state police 
spokesperson.

I’m not 
thrilled with 
Putin. He’s 

killing too many 
people

DONALD TRUMP | 
PRESIDENT, USA

This action 
shows our UK 
leadership, 

and determination 
to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with 
our allies, to stamp 
out any resurgence of IS and its vi-
olent ideologies in the Middle East

JOHN HEALEY | DEFENSE SECRETARY, UK

Our govern-
ment lodged 
a strong 

protest with North 
Korea and strongly 
condemned it

SHINJIRO KOIZUMI  |  
DEFENSE MINISTER, JAPAN

SHORT TAKES

Uncertainty, legal questions remain 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Caracas (Venezuela), Jan 4: 
A tense calm hangs over Ven-
ezuela after the US military 
operation that deposed Pres-
ident Nicolas Maduro, who 
was brought to New York to 
face criminal charges. 

President Donald Trump 
said the US would “run” the 
South American country and 
tap its vast oil reserves to sell 
to other nations.

Maduro and his wife land-
ed late Saturday afternoon at 
a small airport in New York. 
The couple face US charges of 
participating in a narco-terror-
ism conspiracy. Legal experts 
raised questions about the law-
fulness of the operation, which 
was done without congressio-
nal approval. 

The image of the 63-year-
old Maduro blindfolded and 
handcuffed en route to the US 
has stunned Venezuelans and 
was Washington's most contro-
versial intervention in Latin 
America since the invasion of 
Panama 37 years ago.

Maduro, who wished his 
captors a "Happy New Year" 
on arrival, is due to appear in 
a Manhattan court Monday.

'THERE IS FEAR AND 
UNCERTAINTY'

At home, his allies were still 
in charge and have denounced 

their leader's "kidnapping" as 
part of an imperialist oil grab.

Streets were far quieter than 
usual Sunday as Venezuelans 
anxiously discussed what 
would come next. Some stocked 
up on essentials but many sim-
ply hunkered indoors.

"I've just taken the dog out 
and it feels like an abandoned 
city, people are shut inside," 
said Alejandra Palencia, 35, 
a psychologist in the city of 
Maracay. "There is fear and 
uncertainty."

With memories of pain-
ful US interventions in Iraq, 

Afghanistan and elsewhere, 
many world leaders were stag-
gered at Trump's move, even 
though Maduro's standing 
was low given his autocratic 
rule and substantial evidence 
of vote-rigging.

Trump said the US would for 
now manage the South Ameri-
can nation of about 30 million 
people plus its oil reserves, the 
largest in the world. But he 
gave few details of how.

"We will run the country 
until such time as we can do a 
safe, proper and judicious tran-
sition," he told a press confer-
ence at his Mar-a-Lago resort, 
hailing the extraordinary ex-
traction of Maduro just as he 
was at the door of a safe room.

To the disappointment of 
Venezuela's opposition and di-
aspora, Trump has given short 
shrift to the idea of 58-year-old 
opposition leader and Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Maria Co-
rina Machado taking over, say-
ing she lacked support.

Machado was banned from 
standing in Venezuela's 2024 
election and has said her ally 
Edmundo Gonzalez, 76, who 

overwhelmingly won that vote 
according to the opposition and 
some international observers, 

should now take the presidency.
Once one of the most pros-

perous nations in Latin Amer-
ica, Venezuela's economy 
nosedived further under Mad-
uro, sending about one in fi ve 
Venezuelans abroad in one of 
the world's biggest exoduses.

'ONLY ONE PRESIDENT: MADURO', 
SAYS INTERIM PRESIDENT

Trump says Maduro master-
minded the fl ow of drugs into 
the US and was illegitimately 
in power due to vote-rigging.

He denies those claims.
"There is only one president 

in Venezuela, and his name is 
Nicolas Maduro," said Delcy 
Rodriguez, who took over 
Venezuela's interim presi-
dency, in a defi ant message 
to the U.S. despite Trump's 
assertions she was open to 
working with them.

"We will never again be a 
colony of any empire."

Interior Minister Diosda-
do Cabello, who is close to 
the military, urged Venezu-
elans to stand firm and em-
phasized Trump's repeated 
comments about sharing in 
oil prosperity.

"We are outraged because 
in the end everything was re-
vealed — it was revealed that 
they only want our oil,” Cabel-
lo said in audio shared by the 
ruling Socialist Party.

US Special Forces swooped 
in on helicopters to seize Mad-
uro and his wife, Cilia Flores, 
under darkness in the early 
hours of Saturday after strikes 
on military installations in Ca-
racas and elsewhere.

There were also questions 
over the legality of seizing a 
foreign head of state. Demo-
crats said they were misled 
at recent Congress briefings 
and demanded a plan for 
what is to follow.

While many Western 
nations oppose 

Maduro and say he 
stole the 2024 

election, there were 
many calls for the US 

to respect 
international law 

and resolve the crisis 
diplomatically

US plucks Maduro from 
Caracas in extraordinary raid

Trump says US to control 
Venezuela until transition

Maduro allies say he has 
been kidnapped, demand his 
release

'Happy New Year,' says 
detained Maduro in New York

Venezuelans fret over future 
as Maduro loyalists stay in 
charge

LONG RECORD OF US-LED REGIME 
CHANGES AND THEIR FALLOUT
The United States is not new to the practice of 

interfering in the domestic politics of independent 
and sovereign nations. Washington has been 
responsible for the forced removal of roughly 35 
foreign leaders over the past 120 years-nearly a 
third of all such interventions globally in that period. 
Around one-third of all forced regime changes 
worldwide are followed by civil war within a decade. 
For a president who has consistently contrasted 
himself with the Republican “neoconservatives” of 
the late 20th century, Donald Trump’s foreign policy 
has developed striking similarities with that of his 
predecessors. In 1983, under former President Ronald 
Reagan, the US invaded Grenada, claiming that the 
government at that time was illegitimate, a claim Trump has also made with respect to Maduro. In 1989, 
former President George HW Bush invaded Panama to depose dictator Manuel Noriega who, like Maduro, was 
wanted on US drug-traffi cking charges. In that case, the US installed Noriega’s replacement. In Guatemala 
alone, Washington helped oust three leaders in a single year, triggering decades of instability and violence. 
In Iraq, US troops toppled Saddam Hussein in 2003 with similar speed. Washington promised a democratic 
transformation, but a prolonged insurgency, sectarian civil war, regional destabilisation, and the rise of the 
so-called Islamic State-outcomes that continue to shape the Middle East today. In late 2001, US-backed forces 
swept into Kabul, ending the Taliban’s rule in a matter of weeks. A new Afghan leader, Hamid Karzai, was 
installed with American backing. President George W Bush spoke confi dently of democracy taking root in 
Central Asia. Two decades later, the Taliban returned to power almost as swiftly as they had been removed.
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Dubai, Jan 4: Widening pro-
tests in Iran sparked by the 
Islamic Republic’s ailing econ-
omy are putting new pressure 
on its theocracy.

Tehran is still reeling from a 
12-day war launched by Israel in 
June that saw the United States 
bomb nuclear sites in Iran. 
Economic pressure, intensifi ed 
in September by the return of 
United Nations sanctions on 
the country over its atomic 
programme, has put Iran’s rial 
currency into a free fall, now 
trading at some 1.4 million to $ 1.

Meanwhile, Iran’s self-de-
scribed “Axis of Resistance” 
— a coalition of countries and 
militant groups backed by Teh-
ran — has been decimated in 
the years since the start of the 

Israel-Hamas war in 2023.
A new threat by US Presi-

dent Donald Trump warning 
Iran that if Tehran “violently 
kills peaceful protesters,” the 
US “will come to their rescue” 
has taken on new meaning after 
American troops captured Ven-
ezuelan President Nicolás Mad-
uro, a longtime ally of Tehran.

How widespread the protests are
Demonstrations have reached 

over 170 locations in 25 of Iran’s 
31 provinces, the US-based Hu-
man Rights Activists News 
Agency reported early Sunday. 
The death toll had reached at 
least 15 killed, it added, with 
more than 580 arrests. The 
group, which relies on an activ-
ist network inside of Iran for its 
reporting, has been accurate in 
past unrest.

Understanding the scale of 
the protests has been diffi cult. 
Iranian state media has provid-
ed little information about the 
demonstrations. Online videos 
offer only brief, shaky glimpses 
of people in the streets or the 

sound of gunfi re. Journalists in 
general in Iran also face limits 
on reporting such as requiring 
permission to travel around the 
country, as well as the threat of 
harassment or arrest by author-
ities. But the protests do not ap-

pear to be stopping, even after 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei Saturday said “riot-
ers must be put in their place.”

Why the demonstrations started
The collapse of the rial has 

led to a widening economic 
crisis in Iran. Prices are up on 
meat, rice and other staples of 
the Iranian dinner table. The 
nation has been struggling with 
an annual infl ation rate of some 
40 per cent.

In December, Iran intro-
duced a new pricing tier for its 
nationally subsidised gasoline, 
raising the price of some of the 
world’s cheapest gas and fur-
ther pressuring the population. 
Tehran may seek steeper price 
increases in the future, as the 
government now will review 
prices every three months.

Economic collapse intensifi es pressure on Iran’s rulers 
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Seoul, Jan 4: North Korea 
launched multiple ballistic mis-
siles toward its eastern waters 
Sunday, its neighbours said, 
just hours before South Korea’s 
president left for China for 
talks expected to cover North 
Korea’s nuclear program.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said in a statement 
that it detected several ballis-
tic missile launches from North 
Korea’s capital region around 
7:50 am. It said the missiles fl ew 
about 900 kilometres (560 miles) 
and that South Korea and US 
authorities were analysing de-
tails of the launches.

South Korea’s Defence Min-
istry noted the launches vio-
lated UN Security Council res-
olutions that ban any ballistic 
activities by North Korea. It 
urged North Korea to cease 

provocative actions immediate-
ly and respond to South Korea’s 
push to restart talks and restore 
peace on the Korean Peninsula.

Japanese Defence Minister 
Shinjiro Koizumi said that at 
least two missile launches by 
North Korea have been con-
fi rmed. “They are a serious 
problem, threatening the peace 
and security of our nation, the 
region and the world,” Koizumi 
told reporters.

The launches were the lat-
est weapons demonstration by 
North Korea in recent weeks. 

Experts say North Korea is 
aiming to show off or review 
its achievements in the defence 
sector ahead of its upcoming 
ruling party congress, the fi rst 
of its kind in fi ve years. Observ-
ers are watching the Workers’ 
Party congress to see whether 
North Korea will set a new pol-
icy on the US and resume long-
stalled talks between the two 
countries.

North Korea has been focus-
ing on testing activities to en-
large its nuclear arsenal since 
its leader Kim Jong Un,’s sum-
mit with US President Donald 
Trump fell apart in 2019. Kim 
has also boosted his diplomat-
ic credentials by aligning with 
Russia over its war in Ukraine 
and tightening relations with 
China. Observers say Kim 
would believe his leverage has 
sharply increased to wrest con-
cessions from Trump if they sit 
down for talks again.

North Korea hasn’t an-
nounced when it will hold the 
congress, but South Korea’s spy 
service said it will likely occur 
in January or February.

FRESH PROTESTS NOW SHAKING IRAN AS TENSIONS REMAIN HIGH OVER ITS NUCLEAR PROGRAMME

SK prez’s China visit irks NK
North Korea 

launches ballistic 
missiles toward sea

B’desh nabs three in 
connection with death 
of Hindu businessman 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, Jan 4: Three persons 
were arrested Sunday in the 
case of hacking and burning to 
death a Hindu businessman in 
Shariatpur district of Bangla-
desh, local media reports said.

Khokon Chandra Das, 50, was 
assaulted near Keurbhanga Ba-
zar in Damudya in Shariatpur 
district, about 100 kilometres 
south of Dhaka, Wednesday 
night. He died Saturday. 
Prothom Alo newspaper said 
a team of Rapid Action Battal-
ion (RAB) arrested the three 
accused Sunday morning from 
Kishoreganj, about 100 kilome-
tres northeast of Dhaka.

The arrested were identifi ed 
as Damudyar Sohag Khan, 27, 
Rabbi Molya, 21, and Palash 
Sardar, 25.

RAB Madaripur Camp Com-
pany Commander Superin-
tendent of Police Mir Monir 
Hossain told Prothom Alo 
that the accused were being 
brought to Madaripur camp 
from Kishoreganj. Madaripur 
is about 20-odd kilometres away 
from Shariatpur.

Das, who ran a medicine 
shop and mobile banking 
business, was travelling in an 
autorickshaw when the attack-
ers intercepted the vehicle and 
allegedly beat him up, hacked 
him with sharp weapons and 
then poured petrol on his head 
before setting him on fi re, me-
dia reports had said Thursday.

In a bid to save himself, Das 
jumped into a roadside pond 
as locals raised an alarm. The 
attackers fl ed the scene, police 
said, adding that he was res-
cued by locals, taken to Shari-
atpur Sadar Hospital, and then 
referred to Dhaka due to the se-
verity of his injuries.

Das’ was the fi fth death of a 
person from Hindu communi-
ty since December and radical 
groups in Bangladesh are visi-
bly trying to intimidate the mi-
nority faiths, Bangladesh Hindu 
Buddhist Christian Unity Coun-
cil spokesman Kajol Debnath 
said after his death Saturday.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Minna, Jan 4: At least 30 vil-
lagers have been killed while 
several others were abducted 
by gunmen who raided a village 
in northern Nigeria’s Niger 
state, police said Sunday, the 
latest in a cycle of deadly vio-
lence in the confl ict-hit region.

The gunmen stormed the 
Kasuwan-Daji village in Niger 
state’s Borgu local government 
area Saturday evening and 
opened fi re on residents. They 
also razed down the local mar-
ket and several houses, Niger 
state police spokesman Wasiu 
Abiodun said in a statement.

At least two residents put 
the death toll at 37 and said it 
could be much higher, as some 
people remained missing as of 
Sunday. Residents also said se-
curity forces are yet to arrive 
in the area, contradicting the 
police’s claim that they have 
deployed offi cers to search for 
those kidnapped.

Such attacks are common 
in Nigeria, Africa’s most pop-
ulous country, where dozens 
of rogue gangs seeking control 
often target remote communi-
ties with limited security and 
government presence.

Saturday’s attack in Kasu-
wan-Daji village happened 
near the Papiri community, 
where more than 300 school-
children and their teachers 
were kidnapped from a Catho-
lic school in November.

The attackers who raided 
Kasuwan-Daji arrived from 
the National Park Forest along 
Kabe district, according to the 
police, pointing to a usual 
trend where abandoned ex-
pansive forest reserves act as 
hideouts for armed gangs.

Gunmen kill over 30 in Nigeria

MADURO 
OPERATION
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New Delhi, Jan 4: Gold and 
silver prices are likely to wit-
ness sharp swings next week 
as traders weigh key economic 
data and brace for heightened 
geopolitical uncertainty after 
US forces captured Venezue-
lan President Nicolas Maduro, 
analysts said.

Investors will focus on key 
US data points, including ISM 
Manufacturing, December ADP 
employment numbers, and the 
unemployment rate, along with 
comments from a slew of Feder-
al Reserve offi cials that could 
provide cues on the central 
bank's monetary policy outlook 
and near-term direction for bul-
lion prices, they added.

"Gold prices are likely to 
remain volatile in the week 
ahead as there are bullish as 
well as bearish factors at play," 

Prathamesh Mallya, DVP - Re-
search, Non - Agri Commodities 
and Currencies, Angel One, said.

According to experts, com-
modities markets are expected 
to see aggressive trading Mon-
day, refl ecting volatile geopol-
itics after the US captured Ven-

ezuelan President Nicolas Mad-
uro and his wife in a military 
operation Saturday, accusing 
them of drug traffi cking.

After hitting record highs 
in late December, gold prices 
retreated in the past week. On 
the Multi Commodity Exchange 
(MCX), the yellow metal futures 
slumped by `4,112, or 2.94 per 
cent.

The metal had surged to 
hit a record high of `1,40,444 
per 10 grams before slipping 
more than 3 per cent to settle 
at `1,35,761 per 10 grams Friday.

Silver prices, too, mirrored 
the precious metal's volatility. 
On the MCX, the white metal 
depreciated by `3,471, or 1.45 
per cent, during the week.

After touching a record of 
`2,54,174 per kilogram, silver 
prices tumbled by `17,858, 
or 7.02 per cent, to fi nish at 
`2,36,316 per kg Friday.
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ONGC BEGINS CCS PILOT
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) plans 
to store captured carbon dioxide in depleted 
wells at Gujarat's Gandhar oilfi eld, marking 
the company's fi rst full-scale Carbon Capture 
and Storage (CCS) pilot and a major step in its 
decarbonisation strategy. The pilot will use two 
abandoned onshore wells to inject around 100 
tonnes of CO2 per day into subsurface hydrocar-
bon reservoirs, offi cials said

India faces 
negligible 

impact, as trade with 
Venezuela has collapsed 
under sanctions, with 
crude imports down 81.3 
per cent in FY2025 and 
overall bilateral trade 
remaining marginal
AJAY SRIVASTAVA | FOUNDER, GTRI

Mcap of 7 of top-10 
fi rms rises `1.23L-cr
New Delhi: The combined 
market capitalisation 
of seven of the top-10 
most-valued fi rms surged 
`1,23,724.19 crore last 
week, in line with an 
optimistic trend in equities, 
with Reliance Industries 
stealing the limelight with 
the biggest jump in its 
valuation. Last week, the BSE 
benchmark jumped 720.56 
points, or 0.84 per cent. From 
the top-10 pack, Reliance 
Industries, HDFC Bank, 
Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank, 
State Bank of India, Larsen 
& Toubro and Hindustan 
Unilever were the gainers, 
while Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS), Infosys, and 
Bajaj Finance faced erosion 
from their valuation. The 
market valuation of Reliance 
Industries jumped `45,266.12 
crore to `21,54,978.60 crore. 
State Bank of India added 
`30,414.89 crore, taking its 
valuation to `9,22,461.77 
crore. Larsen & Toubro's 
valuation surged `16,204.34 
crore to `5,72,640.56 crore 
and that of Hindustan 
Unilever climbed `14,626.21 
crore to `5,51,637.04 crore. 
Reliance Industries retained 
the title of the most valued 
fi rm followed by HDFC Bank, 
Bharti Airtel, TCS, ICICI Bank, 
State Bank of India, Infosys, 
Bajaj Finance, Larsen & 
Toubro, and Hindustan 
Unilever.

Coal import rises in 
Nov, likely to drop
New Delhi: India's coal 
imports, which jumped 28.1 
per cent in November, is 
expected is see a decline 
in the coming months 
on account of increased 
availability of domestic 
resources. Imports in 
November rose to 25.07 
million tonne (MT) as 
against 19.57 MT imported 
in November 2024, according 
to data compiled by 
mjunction services ltd, a 
B2B e-commerce platform 
and joint venture of SAIL 
and Tata Steel. Of the total 
imports in November 2025, 
non-coking coal import 
stood at 14.28 MT, higher 
than 12.32 MT imported in 
November last fi scal year. 
Coking coal import stood 
at 6.51 MT, compared to 
4.25 MT recorded for the 
same month last fi nancial 
year. Coal import in the 
April-November period of 
the ongoing fi nancial year 
also increased to 186.16 
MT, over 182.02 MT in the 
corresponding period of the 
previous fi scal year. In 2024-
25, CIL produced 781.1 MT 
coal, nearly 7 per cent below 
the company's target for 
the fi nancial year. CIL's coal 
production target for FY25 
was 838 MT.

SHORT TAKES

If India is to 
become a 
developed 

economy by 2047, 
infrastructure has 
a lot of role to 
play, and I think 
the government is seized of this. I 
am hopeful that they will allocate 
adequate resources in the budget 
to be able to do that

R SHANKAR RAMAN | CHIEF FINANCIAL 
OFFICER, LARSEN AND TOUBRO

Market's 
focus is set to 
shift toward 

the Q3 earnings 
season, with 
traders likely to 
build positions se-
lectively ahead of results from key 
index heavyweights. Domestically, 
Services and Composite PMI data 
will provide further insights into 
business momentum and employ-
ment trends 

PONMUDI R | CEO, ENRICH MONEY
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In the top-end 
EV, the price 
sensitivity 

is a bit lower 
compared to what 
you see in the 
entry segment. The 
degrowth in the luxury EV is more 
driven from entry level

SANTOSH IYER | MD AND 
CEO, MERCEDES-BENZ

REUTERS

Washington, Jan 4: Julie 
Yukari, a musician based in 
Rio de Janeiro, posted a pho-
to taken by her fi ancé to the 
social media site X just before 
midnight on New Year's Eve 
showing her in a red dress 
snuggling in bed with her 
black cat, Nori.

The next day, somewhere 
among the hundreds of likes 
attached to the picture, she 
saw notifi cations that users 
were asking Grok, X's built-in 
artifi cial intelligence chatbot, 
to digitally strip her down to 
a bikini.

The 31-year-old did not think 
much of it, she told Reuters, 
fi guring there was no way the 
bot would comply with such 
requests.

She was wrong. Soon, 
Grok-generated pictures of her, 
nearly naked, were circulating 
across the Elon Musk-owned 
platform. "I was naive," Yu-
kari said.

Yukari’s experience is being 
repeated across X, a Reuters 
analysis has found. Reuters 
has also identifi ed several cas-
es where Grok created sexual-
ized images of children. 

The fl ood of nearly nude im-
ages of real people has rung 
alarm bells internationally.

Ministers in France have 
reported X to prosecutors and 
regulators over the disturbing 
images, saying in a statement 
on Friday the "sexual and sex-
ist" content was "manifestly il-
legal." India's IT ministry said 
in a letter to X's local unit that 
the platform failed to prevent 
Grok's misuse by generating 
and circulating obscene and 
sexually explicit content.

Grok's mass digital undress-
ing spree appears to have 
kicked off over the past couple 
of days, according to success-
fully completed clothes-remov-
al requests posted by Grok and 
complaints from female users 
reviewed by Reuters. Musk 
appeared to poke fun at the 

controversy earlier on Friday, 
posting laugh-cry emojis in 
response to AI edits of famous 
people - including himself - in 
bikinis.

When one X user said their 
social media feed resembled 
a bar packed with bikini-clad 
women, Musk replied, in part, 
with another laugh-cry emoji.

A review of public requests 

sent to Grok over a single 
10-minute-long period at mid-
day US Eastern Time Friday 
tallied 102 attempts by X us-
ers to use Grok to digitally 
edit photographs of people so 
that they would appear to be 
wearing bikinis. The majority 
of those targeted were young 
women. In a few cases men, 
celebrities, politicians, and – 

in one case – a monkey was 
targeted in the requests.

Experts who have followed 
the development of X’s policies 
around AI-generated explicit 
content told Reuters that the 
company had ignored warn-
ings from civil society and 

child safety groups - in-
cluding a letter sent 

last year, opens new 
tab warning that 
xAI was only one 
small step away 
from unleashing 
"a torrent of obvi-
ously nonconsen-

sual deepfakes."
Dani Pinter, the 

chief legal offi cer and 
director of the Law Center 

for the National Center on 
Sexual Exploitation, said X 
failed to pull abusive images 
from its AI training material 
and should have banned users 
requesting illegal content.

“This was an entirely pre-
dictable and avoidable atroc-
ity,” Pinter said.

Musk warns Grok 
misuse consequences 

M
icroblogging site X owner Elon 
Musk Saturday said people using 
the platform's AI services Grok 

to make illegal content will face the 
same consequences as those upload-
ing illegal content. The statement 
from Musk comes a day after 
Ministry of Electronics 
and IT directed X to 
immediately remove 
all vulgar, obscene 
and unlawful content, 
especially generated 
by AI app Grok, or 
face action under the 
law. "Anyone using 
Grok to make illegal 
content will suffer the 
same consequences as if 
they upload illegal content," 
Musk said on X in response to 
a post on "inappropriate images". The 
post said, "Some people are saying 
Grok is creating inappropriate im-
ages. But that's like blaming a pen for 
writing something bad. A pen doesn't 
decide what gets written. The person 
holding it does. Grok works the same 
way. What you get depends a lot on 
what you put in. Think about it!." Meity 
has directed X to take action against 
offending content, users and accounts.

Musk’s Grok AI fl oods X with sexualized photos of women, minors
AI-powered programs that digitally undress women - sometimes called "nudifi ers" - have been around for years, but until now they were largely confi ned 

to the darker corners of the internet, such as niche websites or Telegram channels, and typically required a certain level of effort or payment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 4: A US-led 
takeover or restructuring of 
Venezuela's oil sector could de-
liver a direct benefi t to India, 
potentially unlocking close to 
$1 billion in long-pending dues 
while accelerating the revival 
of crude production from fi elds 
it operates in the sanctions-hit 
Latin American nation, ana-
lysts and industry sources said.

India was once a major pro-
cessor of Venezuelan heavy 
crude, importing more than 
4,00,000 barrels per day at peak 
levels, until sweeping US sanc-
tions and rising compliance 
risks forcibly shut down pur-
chases in 2020.

Its fl agship overseas produc-
er, ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL), 
jointly operates the San Cristob-
al oilfi eld in eastern Venezuela, 
but output has been severely 
curtailed as US restrictions 
blocked access to critical tech-
nology, equipment, and services 
- leaving commercially viable 
reserves effectively stranded.

Venezuela has failed to pay 
OVL $536 million in dividends 
due on its 40 per cent stake 
in the fi eld up to 2014, and a 
near-equivalent amount for 
the subsequent period for which 
Caracas has refused to permit 
audits, effectively freezing set-
tlement of the claims.

Sanctions could be eased af-
ter a dramatic US operation re-
moved President Nicolas Madu-
ro and placed the country's vast 

oil reserves under American 
oversight, analysts and energy 
executives said.

Once sanctions are eased, 
OVL can move rigs and other 
equipment from places, such 
as its parent ONGC's oil fi elds 
in Gujarat, to San Cristobal to 
revive output that has plum-
meted to 5,000-10,000 barrels per 
day, offi cials in the know of the 
matter said.

The onshore fi eld can produce 
80,000-1,00,000 bpd with more 
wells and better equipment, 
they said, adding that San Cris-
tobal needs rigs similar to those 
operating in Gujarat, and Oil 
and Natural Gas Corporation 
(ONGC) owns many such rigs.

US control of the Venezuelan 

oil sector also means exports 
to the world would start soon, 
and OVL can recoup its past $1 
billion dues from San Cristobal 
from such revenues, they said.

In fact, OVL had sought a 
'specifi c licence' sanctions 
waiver, similar to one Offi ce 
of the Foreign Assets Control 
(OFAC) had granted to Chev-
ron to operate the oilfi eld and 
export oil from it. OVL and 
other Indian fi rms can also 
take more fi elds in Venezuela 
and revive production from 
the Carabobo-1 Area - another 
Venezuelan heavy oilfi eld with 
Indian interest. OVL holds 11 
per cent interest in Carabobo-1, 
while Indian Oil Corporation 
(IOC) and Oil India Ltd (OIL) 

hold 3.5 per cent stake each.
Venezuelan national oil com-

pany Petroleos de Venezuela SA 
(PdVSA) is the majority stake-
holder in both San Cristobal and 
Carabobo-1.

Post the US action, PdVSA 
may undergo restructuring, 
analysts said. In the worst-case 
scenario, its stake can be taken 
over by a US company or any 
new entity that Washington 
may erect.

OVL and other international 
companies - Repsol of Spain has 
11 per cent stake in Carabobo-1 - 
are most certainly likely to con-
tinue in the projects with their 
holdings, analysts said.

US President Donald Trump 
has already stated that, as part 
of the takeover, major US oil 
companies would return to Ven-
ezuela, which has the world's 
largest oil reserves, and refur-
bish badly degraded oil infra-
structure.

Analysts said the US cannot 
replace all the international 
companies and will need fi rms 

like OVL not just for their ex-
pertise but also for the market 
they bring in.

India will be a key buyer 
of Venezuelan crude once 
the Latin American country 
is able to restore its lost glo-
ry with help from the US and 
other companies.

Before 2019, Venezuela ex-
ported 707 million barrels of 
crude oil a year, with the US 
absorbing about 32 per cent and 
China and India 35 per cent. By 
2025, exports have declined to 
352 million barrels a year, with 
China taking 45 per cent and un-
known others 31 per cent.

With its own oil and gas pro-
duction and Venezuelan output, 
the US will no longer be depen-
dent on any other part of the 
world for its energy needs. Its 
dependence on China, however, 
continues for non-energy items, 
but Trump is trying to cut even 
that through his tariffs and 
encouraging local production, 
he said. For India, the world's 
third-largest oil importer, re-
newed Venezuelan exports 
would offer a strategic alterna-
tive to Middle Eastern crude, 
reduce exposure to geopolitical 
shocks, and strengthen its hand 
in price negotiations.

Venezuela oil reset may aid India
If sanctions are eased - 
as seen in past 
geopolitical episodes, 

such as Panama in 1990, 
when aid and trade 
restrictions were lifted 
shortly after the removal 
of General Manuel Noriega 
- trade fl ows can resume 
rapidly. Under such 
circumstances, Venezuelan 
barrels could again return 
to Indian refi neries
NIKHIL DUBEY | SENIOR 
RESEARCH ANALYST, KPLER

US control of 
Venezuelan oil may 

unlock $1bn stuck 
dues for India, 

lift output
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demands answers

Experts have long warned 
Grok owner xAI about 
potential misuses of 

AI-generated 
content

Venezuela is known to have the world's largest proven crude oil 
reserves of approximately 303 billion barrels. That accounts for 

roughly 17% of all global oil reserves 

India was once a major processor of Venezuelan heavy crude, 
importing more than 4,00,000 barrels per day at peak levels, until 

sweeping US sanctions and rising compliance risks forcibly shut 
down purchases in 2020

REUTERS

Dubai, Jan 4: OPEC+ kept 
oil output unchanged Sunday 
after avoiding discussions of 
the multiple political crises 
affecting the producer group's 
members, from the Middle East 
as well as Russia, Iran and Ven-
ezuela.

Sunday's meeting of eight 
members of OPEC+, which 
pumps about half the world's 
oil, came after oil prices fell 
more than 18% in 2025 — their 
steepest yearly drop since 2020 
— amid growing oversupply 
concerns.

Tensions between Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE fl ared 
last month over a decade-long 
confl ict in Yemen, when a UAE-
aligned group seized territory 
from the Saudi-backed govern-
ment. The crisis triggered the 
biggest split in decades between 
the former close allies.

And Saturday, the United 
States captured Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro, and 
US President Donald Trump 
said Washington would take 
control of the country until a 
transition to a new adminis-
tration becomes possible, with-
out saying how this would be 
achieved.

"Right now, oil markets are 
being driven less by supply–de-
mand fundamentals and more 
by political uncertainty," said 
Jorge Leon, head of geopolitical 
analysis at Rystad Energy and 
a former OPEC offi cial. "And 
OPEC+ is clearly prioritising 
stability over action.”

The eight OPEC+ members - 
Saudi Arabia, Russia, the UAE, 
Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Iraq, Alge-
ria and Oman - raised oil output 
targets by around 2.9 million 
barrels per day in 2025, equal to 
almost 3% of world oil demand, 
to regain market share.

The eight members agreed 
in November to pause output 
hikes for January, February 
and March due to relatively 
low demand in the northern 
hemisphere winter. Sunday's 
brief online meeting affi rmed 
that policy and did not discuss 
Venezuela, one OPEC+ delegate 
said.

The eight countries will next 
meet February 1, OPEC+ said.

OPEC has in the past managed 
to overcome many internal rifts, 
such as over the Iran–Iraq War, 
by prioritising market manage-
ment over political disputes. Yet 
the group is facing other crises, 
with Russian oil exports falling 
due to US sanctions over its 
war in Ukraine, and Iran facing 
protests and US threats of inter-
vention. Denmark's Orsted said 
Friday it was challenging the US 
government's suspension of the 
lease for its Revolution Wind 
joint venture.

Analysts said it is unlikely 
to see any meaningful boost to 
crude output for years, even if 
US oil majors do invest the bil-
lions of dollars in the country 
that Trump promised.

OPEC+ keeps output 
steady amid turmoil 
among members

GEOPOLITICAL UNCERTAINTY

Gold, silver brace for swings

Gold prices are likely to 
remain volatile in the week 

ahead as there are bullish as 
well as bearish factors at play

PRATHAMESH MALLYA | CVP - RESEARCH, 
NON - AGRI COMMODITIES AND 

CURRENCIES, ANGEL ONE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 4: Foreign 
portfolio investors have start-
ed 2026 on a cautious note, 
extending their selling streak 
from last year by withdrawing 
`7,608 crore ($846 million) from 
Indian equities in the fi rst two 
trading sessions of January.

The withdrawal of funds fol-
lowed the largest outfl ow of ̀ 1.66 
lakh crore ($18.9 billion) record-
ed in 2025, triggered by volatile 
currency movements, global 
trade tensions and concerns 
over potential US tariffs, and 
stretched market valuations.

This sustained selling pres-

sure by foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) has signifi cantly 
contributed to the nearly 5 per 
cent depreciation of the rupee 
against the dollar during 2025.

However, market experts be-
lieve the tide could turn in 2026.

VK Vijayakumar, Chief In-
vestment Strategist at Geojit 
Investments, said the year is 
likely to witness a shift in FPI 
strategy, as improving domes-
tic fundamentals may start 
attracting net foreign infl ows.

This trend is not unusual, 
as foreign investors have his-
torically remained guarded in 
January, having withdrawn 
funds in eight out of the past 
ten years, Khan said.

Cautious FPIs pull out `7,608cr 
from equities in two days of Jan
The withdrawal of funds 

followed the largest 
outfl ow of `1.66 lakh 
crore ($18.9 billion) 

recorded in 2025
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Varanasi, Jan 4: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi Sunday 
asserted that India is prepar-
ing with full strength to host 
the 2036 Olympic Games, and 
declared his government was 
committed to providing "more 
and more players greater op-
portunities to compete" by 
hosting mega sporting events 
in the country.

Addressing the inaugural 
function of the 72nd Senior 
National Volleyball Champi-
onship, being held here, via 
video conference, Modi said, 
the government was making 
every possible effort to provide 
exposure to budding athletes 
to take up Olympic sports, 
and schemes like Khelo India 
were proving a game-changer 
in harnessing talent.

"The 2030 Commonwealth 
Games will be held in India, 

and the country is making 
strong efforts to host the 2036 
Olympics, with the aim of 
giving more and more play-
ers greater opportunities to 
compete," said Modi.

"Through the Khelo India 
campaign, hundreds of youth 
have had the chance to ad-
vance to the national level," 
added Modi.

Noting that initiatives like 
the Target Olympic Podium 
Scheme (TOPs) were trans-
forming the sports ecosystem 

in India, with efforts focused 
on building strong infrastruc-
ture, funding mechanisms, and 
providing young athletes with 
global exposure, he said that 
the country's growing clout 
in sport could be gauged from 
the fact that India had hosted 
20 top-notch international com-
petition in the last 10 years.

"India has hosted more than 
20 major international events 
across several cities, including 
the FIFA Under-17 World Cup, 
Hockey World Cup, and major 

chess tournaments."
Recalling the time when the 

government and society were 
indifferent towards sports, 
he said the past decade had 
brought about a massive change 
in the mindset of the country.

"The government has sig-
nifi cantly increased the 
sports budget, and today In-
dia's sports model has become 
athlete-centric, with focus on 
talent identifi cation, scientifi c 
training, nutrition, and trans-
parent selection, ensuring that 
the interests of players are 
prioritised at every level," 
he said. "Today the nation is 
riding on the 'reform express', 
with every sector and every 
development destination con-
nected to it, and sports being 
one of them," he said.

"India's progress is not limit-
ed to the economic front but is 
also refl ected in the confi dence 
seen on the sports fi eld. India's 

performance across various 
sports has consistently im-
proved since 2014," he added.

Elaborating on the reforms 
his government had under-
taken in the sports, the PM 
said the National Sports Gov-
ernance Act and the Khelo 
Bharat Policy 2025 will pro-
vide opportunities to the right 
talent and increase transpar-
ency in sports organisations.

He emphasized that these 
provisions will allow the youth 
to advance simultaneously in 
both sports and education.

The PM expressed happi-
ness that Varanasi had come 
up as a major sporting desti-
nation, saying that securing 
a place on the country's sport-
ing map through the National 
Volleyball Competition was 
highly signifi cant for the city.

The tournament, being held 
from January 4 to 11, will wit-
ness the participation of more 

than 1,000 players, represent-
ing 58 teams, from across the 
country.

"Hosting the National Vol-
leyball Tournament in Vara-
nasi underscores the growing 
emphasis on strengthening 
sports infrastructure and pro-
moting athletic development 
in the city."

Drawing parallels between 
volleyball and the country's 
growth, the PM said "I see so ma-
ny parallels between India's de-
velopment story and volleyball."

"Volleyball teaches us that 
no victory is achieved alone. 
Our success depends on our 
co-ordination, our trust, and 
our team's readiness. Every-
one has a role to play, a re-
sponsibility to fulfi ll. And we 
only succeed when everyone 
performs their role diligently 
and seriously. Our country is 
also progressing in the same 
way."

Modi reaffi rms India’s 2036 Olympic vision
PM INAUGURATES 72ND SENIOR NATIONAL VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIP THROUGH VIDEO CONFERENCE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, Jan 4: The Bangladesh 
Cricket Board (BCB) Sunday 
decided against sending its 
national team to India for the 
T20 World Cup next month cit-
ing security concerns and gov-
ernment advice, following IPL 
franchise KKR's decision to re-
lease pacer Mustafi zur Rahman 
on BCCI's instruction.

Although the BCCI did not 
explicitly cite the current re-
lations between the two coun-
tries for its decision to seek 
Rahman's release Saturday, it 
did say that the move was trig-
gered by what's been happening 
all around.

Rahman's dramatic ouster 
from the IPL prompted the BCB 
to call an emergency meeting 
Saturday night and a day later, 
it announced the Board of Direc-
tors met again and decided that 
the national team will not travel 
to to India for the T20 World Cup 
beginning February 7.

"The Board reviewed the 
situation in detail, taking in-
to account developments over 
the last 24 hours and expressed 
deep concern over the overall 
circumstances surrounding 
the participation of the Bangla-
desh National Team in matches 
scheduled to be played in India," 
said the BCB in a statement.

"Following a thorough as-
sessment of the prevailing situ-
ation and the growing concerns 
regarding the safety and securi-
ty of the Bangladesh contingent 
in India and considering the ad-
vice from the Bangladesh Gov-
ernment, the Board of Directors 

resolved that the Bangladesh 
National Team will not travel to 
India for the tournament under 
the current conditions."

The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) will need to ad-
dress the issue as Bangladesh 
are scheduled to play all four 
of their leagues games in India.

Like the arrangement with 
Pakistan, Bangladesh wants all 
of their matches to be shifted 
to Sri Lanka, the co-host of the 
tournament.

"In light of this decision, the 
BCB has formally requested the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC), as the event authority, to 
consider relocating all of Ban-
gladesh matches to a venue out-
side India (co host Sri Lanka)," 
read the statement further.

"The Bangladesh Cricket 
Board looks forward to the 
ICC's understanding of the sit-
uation and an urgent response 
on this matter."

Even before the BCB issued 
a statement, government advi-
sor Asif Nazrul declared in a 
Facebook post that the board 
has taken the call not send its 
team to India.

"Bangladesh will not go to 
India to play World Cup. Ban-
gladesh Cricket Board has tak-
en this decision today. We wel-
come this decision taken in the 
context of the violent commu-
nal policy of the Cricket Board 
of India," read a translated ver-
sion of his post in Bengali.

Following the BCB emergency 
meeting, Nazrul instructed the 
board to ask Jay Shah-led ICC 
to shift Bangladesh's four league 
games -- three in Kolkata and 
one in Mumbai -- to Sri Lanka.

"As the adviser in charge of 
the Ministry of Sports, I have 
instructed the Cricket Control 
Board to put the entire matter 
in writing and explain it to the 
ICC," Nazrul wrote in Bengali 
on his Facebook page.

"The board must make it 
clear that if a Bangladeshi 
cricketer, despite being under 
contract, cannot play in India, 
then the Bangladesh national 
team cannot feel safe travelling 
to India to play the World Cup.

"I have also directed the 
board to formally request that 
Bangladesh's World Cup match-
es be held in Sri Lanka instead," 

he further wrote.
The Shah Rukh Khan co-

owned IPL franchise Kolkata 
Knight Riders (KKR) released 
the Bangladesh left-arm pac-
er, who was bought for Rs 9.20 
crore after a bidding war at last 
month's auctions in Abu Dhabi, 
following BCCI's diktat.

The Indo-Bangladesh rela-
tionship has plunged into chaos 
after the ouster of Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
who fl ed to India in August last 
year following anti-government 
protests.

She was sentenced to death 
in absentia by a tribunal for her 
alleged role in a deadly crack-
down during the agitation in 
which several students were 
killed. Hindus have been tar-
getted for violent attacks since 
Hasina's ouster.

IPL broadcast to be suspended?
Nazrul also said that he 

has requested the adviser for 
Bangladesh's Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry (I&B) to 
ensure that broadcast of IPL in 
Bangladesh is suspended.

"I have requested the adviser 
for Information and Broadcast-
ing to ensure that the broadcast 
of the IPL in Bangladesh is also 
suspended.

"Under no circumstances will 
we tolerate any insult to Ban-
gladeshi cricket, cricketers, or 
Bangladesh itself. The days of 
servitude are over," he said.

There is a bit of disbelief in 
the BCB corridors that things 
took such a turn after India's 
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar attended former PM 
Khaleda Zia's funeral in Dhaka.

"The BCB announced the 
schedule for India's tour of 
Bangladesh because there was 
a sense of positivity but now we 
need to get an offi cial confi rma-
tion from the Indian board as to 
why Mustafi zur's contract was 
cancelled," a BCB source told.

T20 WORLD CUP

B’desh snubs India over security
Day after Rahman's 

release from IPL, BCB 
wants T20 World Cup 

games to be shifted 
out of India

Root, Brook guide 
England to 211 before 
bad light stops play 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sydney, Jan 4: Joe Root and 
Harry Brook shared a 154-run 
partnership to guide England 
to 211-3 before bad light stopped 
play on Day 1 of the fi nal Ash-
es test, which featured an emo-
tional on-fi eld tribute for the 
Bondi terror victims and fi rst 
responders.

Root and Brook joined when 
the tourists were at a perilous 
57-3 Sunday and rallied En-
gland through the middle ses-
sion before bad light and rain 
stopped play just before tea 
and prevented the match from 
resuming after the interval.

At stumps Root was unbeaten 
on 72 and Brook was 78 not out, 
sharing England's best partner-
ship of the fi ve-test series. Austra-
lia has already retained the Ashes 
with wins in the fi rst three tests.

The duo raised their half-cen-
turies within the same over 
that their stand hit triple fi g-
ures as England took control 
on a pitch that didn't appear to 
offer too much assistance for 
Australia's bowlers.

Root made his 67th test fi fty 
off 65 balls with seven boundar-
ies, while Brook completed his 
15th half-century from 63 balls in 
more streaky fashion, with some 
big shots narrowly avoiding the 
catching fi elders and frustrating 
the hosts. In a rarity at a sporting 
event in Australia, police with 
long-arm rifl es, mounted police 
and riot squad offi cers were on 
patrol as part of heightened secu-
rity measures at the sold-out match 
following the antisemitic terror at-
tack which killed 15 people at near-
by Bondi Beach three weeks ago.

Before play commenced, vic-
tims of the shootings, fi rst re-
sponders and community mem-
bers were honored with an on-
fi eld tribute, including a guard 
of honor and a standing ovation 
from the capacity crowd.

FINAL ASHES TEST

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 4: Odisha 
Women beach football team is 
all set to participate in the 2nd 
Khelo India Beach Games - 2026 
to be held at Daman and Diu 
from January 5. 

The team travelled to Daman 
and Diu Saturday to participate 
in the event. A 12-member squad 
has been selected to represent 
the Odisha team in the afore-
mentioned championship. 

In the inaugural edition of the 
Khelo India Beach Games, the 
Odisha women's beach football 
team made history by winning 
the championship. In a thrilling 
fi nal, the team defeated Gujarat 
3-2, with captain Jasoda Mun-

day scoring two crucial goals 
to lead her team to victory.

Odisha is set to become a ma-
jor hub for beach sports, partic-
ularly volleyball, in the coming 
years. The Fédération Interna-
tionale de Volleyball (FIVB) 
announced the events that will 
be hosted in Bhubaneswar in 
partnership with the KIIT & 
KISS institutions.

The state will host the presti-
gious international FIVB Beach 
Pro Tour for three consecutive 
years- 2026, 2027, 2028 and will 
also organize FIVB Beach Vol-
leyball Challenger Trophy, 
featuring participation from 
40 countries, in late February 
or early March 2026 in Bhu-
baneswar.

2nd Khelo India Beach Games:
Odisha eves eye title defence Barca’s Garcia shrugs 

off hostile Derby
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Barcelona, Jan 4: Goalkeep-
er Joan García shrugged off the 
jeers and vitriol in his return to 
Espanyol and Barcelona team-
mate Fermín López set up two 
late goals for a 2-0 victory in a 
heated Catalan derby.

Fermín assisted fellow sub-
stitutes Dani Olmo and Robert 
Lewandowski in the 86th and 
90th minutes to tilt the match 
in favor of the La Liga leaders.

But the credit for the win 
went to García, who made su-
perb saves to frustrate an Es-
panyol attack that dominated 
all but the fi nal period.

The fi nal score hid a superb 
effort by fi fth-placed Espanyol. 
Pere Milla and Roberto Fernán-
dez drew save after save from 
García, who was playing his 
fi rst game at Espanyol since 
he left the “parakeets” last sum-
mer for its top rival. His high-
light came in the 39th when 
García used a refl ex one-hand 
save to paw a point-blank head-
er by Milla over his crossbar.

LA LIGA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Greater Noida, Jan 4: The 
country's boxers were left anx-
iously waiting for hours as chaos 
marred the opening day of the 
senior boxing National Cham-
pionships, which was delayed 
by more than four hours due to 
“logistical” issues here Sunday.

The tournament, meant to 
mark a landmark moment with 
the men's and women's nation-
al championships being staged 
together for the fi rst time, was 
scheduled to begin at 2pm at the 
Gautam Buddh University. In-
stead, confusion and prolonged 
waiting defi ned the day.

The competition rings them-
selves were not ready. Three 
rings were scheduled to be in 
place, but only one was assem-
bled by around 4pm and even 
that had to be reassembled due 
to a technical issue.

The fi rst of the 80 bouts -- 38 
women's and 42 men's -- fi nally 
got underway at 6:30 pm with 
the men's competition.

While, the women pugilists 
were left waiting even longer as 

there was still no word till 8pm 
as to when their bouts would be-
gin and the third ring was yet to 
be assembled.

"The delay was because of cer-
tain logistical issues," Boxing 
Federation of India secretary 
general Pramod Kumar told 
PTI. While the BFI maintained 
that the delay was due to logis-
tical hurdles, sources familiar 
with the matter said it was a due 
to payment related issues.

"The vendor had not been 
paid. Work only began after the 
payment fi nally went through. 
There were no sponsors for the 
tournament either," a source 
said. Reigning 48kg world cham-

pion Meenakshi Hooda, sched-
uled to fi ght in the opening bout 
in the women's section, was seen 
curled up on a yoga mat inside 
the hall late afternoon, conserv-
ing energy while waiting for 
word on when she would fi ght.

As the hours dragged on with 
no communication from organ-
isers, she eventually left the 
stadium at 7pm. Several other 
boxers tried to kill time, some 
plugged on their headphones, 
others paced the hall as hours 
ticked by with no announcement.

Coaches warned that the pro-
longed delay could increase risk 
of injury as recovery would be 
hampered.

ELITE BOXING NATIONALS

Chaos, delays mar opening day

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, Jan 4: Vedanta Ka-
linga Lancers claimed a 4-2 
victory over Ranchi Royals in 
the Men’s Hockey India League 
(HIL) at the Mayor Radhakrish-
nan Hockey Stadium Sunday. 
Alexander Hendrickx (7', 28') and 
Gursahibjit Singh (16', 26') scored 
the goals for Vedanta Kalinga 
Lancers while Tom Boon (1') 
and Mandeep Singh (9') were the 
goalscorers for Ranchi Royals. 

The Royals won an early 
penalty corner as Tom Boon (1') 
made the most of the opportu-
nity, slotting the ball into the 
net with a powerful dragfl ick. 

Ranchi Royals dominated 
possession early on, but Vedan-
ta Kalinga Lancers were quick 
to adapt as they improved and 
won a penalty corner in the sev-

enth minute. Belgian drag-fl ick 
specialist Alexander Hendrickx 
(7') stepped up and delivered the 
equaliser with a perfect fl ick 
past the goalkeeper.

Two minutes later, Ranchi 
Royals claimed the lead again 
as Vishnukant Singh played an 
incisive fi rst-time pass into the 
circle for Mandeep Singh (9') 
who did well to win the ball in a 
tight position and score his goal. 
In the 13th minute, Vedanta Ka-
linga Lancers played an inter-
esting variation in search of an 
equaliser from a penalty corner 
but Rosan Kujur's attempt nar-
rowly missed the target.

Vedanta Kalinga Lancers be-
gan the second quarter strong 
with a crucial fi eld goal. Craig 
Marias showed great skill in-
side the circle as his pass set up 
Gursahibjit Singh (16') perfectly 
for a diving fi nish into the goal. 

The Lancers struck again 
in the 26th minute as Dilpreet 
Singh did well to protect the 
ball inside the circle and play it 
to Gursahibjit Singh (26'), who 

was in the perfect position to 
poach the ball. Two minutes 
later, Vedanta Kalinga Lancers 
further increased their advan-
tage as Alexander Hendrickx 
(28') converted another penalty 
corner to end the fi rst half in a 
comfortable position.

In the 42nd minute, Ranchi 
Royals won three consecutive 
penalty corners but the Lanc-
ers did brilliantly to deny 
them on all three occasions. 
Vedanta Kalinga Lancers were 
awarded a penalty corner at 
the other end of the pitch as 
Cooper Burns tried to fi nd a 
goal but was denied by a cru-
cial save by Royals' goalkeeper 
Suraj Karkera.

The fi nal quarter saw a very 
tight contest between the two 
teams as Ranchi Royals pushed 
ahead in search of goals but Ve-
danta Kalinga Lancers were 
solid with their defending and 
hardly made any errors at the 
back to claim a victory and be-
gin their Men's HIL campaign 
on a positive note.

HOCKEY INDIA LEAGUE

Vedanta Kalinga Lancers 
start campaign in style

The team secures 
4-2 win against 
Ranchi Royals  
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