
Sreeleela’s desire Pak-Saudi defence talks Markets in red Australia win Ashes 
Actor Sreeleela talks about 
her fondness for Malayalam 
cinema and actors she would 
like to work with

 

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are in 
talks to convert about $2 billion 
of Saudi loans into a JF-17 fi ghter 
jet deal

Equity benchmark indices Sensex 
and Nifty fall sharply by nearly 1%, 
continuing their weak momentum 
for the fourth session

Australia nab 4-1 Ashes series 
victory with a fi ve-wicket win 
in the fi fth and fi nal cricket test 
Thursday
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

The public thinks I drink the same 
dirty, polluted water as them. 

Mine’s alkaline

At a time when India is facing 
steep US tariffs of 50 per cent, 
including 25 per cent on its 
purchases of Russian energy, 
President Donald Trump has 
given his ‘go-ahead’ to a Bill 
that seeks to impose tariffs of 
at least 500 per cent on coun-
tries buying oil from Moscow. 
The Bill, Sanctioning Russia 
Act of 2025, which is now head-
ed for bipartisan approval, 
aims to ‘punish nations like 
India and China that buy 
cheap Russian oil and fuel 
Putin’s war machine’. The 
US move could further im-
pact India’s energy imports 
and strain its trade ties. In 
yet another significant devel-
opment, Trump announced 
the withdrawal of US from 
over 60 global organisations, 
including India-led Interna-
tional Solar Alliance (ISA), 
claiming they go against US 
national interests. The ISA 
exit of US undermines glob-
al solar energy cooperation 
at a juncture when countries 
around the world are ramping 
up efforts to deploy clean and 
affordable renewable power.

500% TARIFFS LOOM

FRIGID: A postman passes by bicycles covered in snow, as Germany is bracing for adverse weather conditions this week, with forecasts predicting 
snow, storms, and freezing temperatures across large parts of the country, in Hamburg, Germany, Thursday REUTERS

PNN & AGENCIES 

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: Anony-
mous emails threatening bomb 
blasts prompted Odisha Police 
to swing into action Thursday, 
leading to the evacuation of 
three district courts—Cuttack, 
Sambalpur, and Deogarh—along 
with the Orissa High Court.

Police personnel, assisted by 
sniffer dogs and bomb dispos-
al squads, rushed to the court 
premises and launched inten-
sive search operations. Advo-
cates, court staff, and members 
of the public were asked to va-
cate the premises as a precau-
tionary measure.

“Several courts in the coun-
try have received such anony-
mous threat mails. There is no 
cause for alarm. After thorough 
searches conducted by security 
teams, court operations have 
fully resumed,” Law Minister 
Prithiviraj Harichandan said.

DGP YB Khurania said po-
lice evacuated the courts as a 
precaution, conducted checks, 
and enhanced security arrange-
ments at all locations.

Khurania, who spoke to Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
and the Home department’s Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary imme-
diately after the receipt of the 
emails, said, “Anonymous emails 
containing threats to damage 
court premises (using bombs/
explosives) by 2.35 pm were re-
ceived at Cuttack, Sambalpur 
and Deogarh district courts. Po-
lice have taken cognisance of the 
matter and initiated a thorough 
investigation.”

Though no specifi c threat 
was received for the HC, police 
evacuated the premises in Cut-
tack while closely monitoring 
entry and exit points.

Later in the evening, the CM 
directed police to strengthen 
the bomb squad and issue a 
standard operating procedure 
to remain alert at all times.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Washington, Jan 8: 
US President Donald Trump has 
‘greenlit’ a sanctions Bill that 
could impose 500 per cent tariffs 
on countries buying Russian oil, 
giving him ‘tremendous leverage’ 
against countries like China and 
India to stop them from purchas-
ing cheap oil from Moscow.

Senator Lindsey Graham said 
he had a ‘very productive meet-
ing’ with Trump at White House 
Wednesday, during which the 
President ‘greenlit’ the biparti-
san Russia sanctions Bill that 
has been in the works for months.

“This will be well-timed, as 

Ukraine is making concessions 
for peace, and Putin is all talk, con-
tinuing to kill the innocent. This 
Bill will allow President Trump 
to punish those countries who 
buy cheap Russian oil, fuelling 
Putin’s war machine,” Graham 
wrote on X. “This Bill would give 
President Trump tremendous 
leverage against countries like 
China, India and Brazil to incen-
tivise them to stop buying the 
cheap Russian oil that provides 
the fi nancing for Putin’s blood-
bath against Ukraine,” he said.

Graham said he looks forward to 
a ‘strong’ bipartisan vote on the Bill, 
‘hopefully as early as next week’. 
Graham and Richard Blumenthal 

have introduced the Sanctioning 
Russia Act of 2025, which would im-
pose secondary tariffs and sanctions 
on ‘countries that continue to fund 
Putin’s barbaric war in Ukraine’.

The legislation has proposed 
a 500 per cent tariff on secondary 
purchase and reselling of Russian 
oil and one that almost every single 
member of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee has co-sponsored.

Earlier this week, Graham 
said that Indian Ambassador to 
the US Vinay Kwatra informed 
him about New Delhi reducing 
its purchases of Russian oil and 
asked him to convey to President 
Trump to ‘relieve the tariff’ im-
posed on India.

UN/WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump has withdrawn the US from 66 
international organisations, including UN bodies and the India-led Interna-
tional Solar Alliance (ISA), calling the institutions ‘redundant’ and ‘contrary’ to 
America’s interests. Trump Wednesday signed a memorandum titled ‘Withdraw-
ing the United States from International Organisations, Conventions, and Treaties 
that Are Contrary to the Interests of the United States’. After signing, Trump 
said he has determined that it is ‘contrary’ to the interests of the US to remain a 
member of, participate in, or otherwise provide support to the 66 UN and non-UN 
organisations. This includes 31 UN entities, as well as 35 non-UN organisations 
that operate contrary to US national interests, security, economic prosperity, or 
sovereignty, according to a White House factsheet. Trump directed all executive 
departments and agencies to take immediate steps to put into effect the with-
drawal of the US from the organisations ‘as soon as possible’. 

US exits India-led ISA, 65 int’l institutions

S cientists have detected 
traces of plant toxins on 
Stone Age arrowheads 

that were used by hunter-gath-
erers in South Africa about 
60,000 years ago.

The fi nd marks the oldest 
known poison arrows and in-
dicates that such tools and so-
phisticated hunting strategies 
existed thousands of years 
early than previously thought, 
according to the authors of a 
study published Wednesday in 
the journal Science Advances.

“In persistence hunting, poi-
soned arrows did not usually 
kill prey instantly,” said lead 
study author Sven Isaksson, 
professor of archaeological sci-
ence at Stockholm University’s 
Archaeological Research Lab-
oratory. “Instead, the poison 
helped hunters reduce the time 

and energy needed to track and 
exhaust a wounded animal.”

Two different alkaloids, 
or organic plant compounds, 
found in the poisonous chem-
ical residue were from the gif-
bol plant, or Boophone disticha. 
Traditional hunters in the re-
gion still utilize the plant today 
and refer to it locally as poison 
bulb, CNN reported.

Hunter-gatherers likely 
dipped the quartz arrowheads, 

excavated from the Umhlatu-
zana Rock Shelter in KwaZu-
lu-Natal, South Africa, in 1985, 
in poison before using them to 
kill animals for food. The pres-
ence of poison arrows during 
the Late Pleistocene suggests 
that hunter-gatherers knew 
which plants to use, as well as 
how long it would take for the 
toxins to be effective.

“Understanding that a sub-
stance applied to an arrow will 

weaken an animal hours later 
requires cause-and-effect think-
ing and the ability to anticipate 
delayed results,” Isaksson 
wrote in an email. “The evi-
dence points to prehistoric hu-
mans having advanced cogni-
tive abilities, complex cultural 
knowledge, and well-developed 
hunting practices.”

(While humans have long 
relied on plants as food, poi-
son arrows are just one ex-
ample of how our ancestors 
living during the most recent 
ice age exploited the chemical 
properties of plants to develop 
medicine and toxic substances,) 
Isaksson said.

Hunters could have applied 
poison to the points, also called 
backed microliths, by stabbing 
the gifbol plant’s bulb, or by 
cutting the bulb and capturing 

the poisonous substance in a 
container. The poison may have 
been concentrated by applying 
heat or exposing it to sunlight, 
according to the study.

Poisons work in different 
ways, with some varieties like 
myotoxins destroying muscle 
tissue and others, called neu-
rotoxins, attacking the nervous 
system. Hunter-gatherers may 
have avoided any part of the 
animal affected by myotoxins, 
whereas neurotoxins would 
be diluted after spreading 
throughout the animal’s body, 
Isaksson said.

“Some toxins are only dan-
gerous if they enter the blood 
stream and are not harmful 
when ingested,” he said via 
email. “Others may be easily 
destroyed by heat and thus 
neutralized by cooking.”  AGENCIES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Jan 8: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee Thursday dramatically 
turned up at the residence of 
I-PAC chief Pratik Jain amid 
an ongoing ED raid, alleging 
that the Central agency was 
attempting to seize the TMC’s 
internal documents, hard disks 
and sensitive data linked to its 
election strategy. She said the 
raid at the residence and offi ces 
of Jain, “the in-charge of my IT 
cell”, was politically motivated 
and unconstitutional.

Banerjee arrived at Jain’s 
residence around noon, min-
utes after Kolkata Police 
Commissioner Manoj Verma 

reached the spot, and stayed for 
20-25 minutes before emerging 
with a green folder in her hand.

“They raided the residence 
and offi ces of our in-charge of 
IT cell. They were confi scating 
my party’s documents and hard 
disks, which have details about 
our party candidates for the As-
sembly polls. I have brought those 
back,” Banerjee told reporters.

She accused the ED offi cials of 
walking away with hard disks, 
mobile phones, laptops, candi-
date lists and internal strategy 
documents of the ruling party. 
Apart from providing political 
consultancy to the TMC, the In-
dian Political Action Committee 
(I-PAC ) also manages the par-
ty’s IT and media operations.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: The 
High-Level Clearance Authority 
(HLCA), led by Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi, Thursday 
approved seven industrial projects 
worth ̀ 55,783 crore and having the 
potential to generate 14,507 jobs.

Saffron Resources Pvt Ltd leads 
the approvals with a mega invest-
ment of ̀ 35,000 crore to establish 
a 6 MTPA steel plant in Dhenk-
anal. It is expected to generate 
8,000 jobs. Jindal Poly Films Ltd 
got approval to set up a 0.5 MTPA 
Titanium Dioxide Pigment manu-
facturing unit at an investment of 
`12,000 crore in Ganjam. It would 
create 4,000 jobs.

Among other approvals, Ferro 
Alloys Corporation Ltd’s plan to 
invest `2,000 crore in Keonjhar 
to establish facilities for Ferro 
Manganese, Silico Manganese, 
manganese ore benefi ciation, 
along with a 100 MW captive 
power plant also got the nod. It 
will create 772 jobs.  P3

3 Odisha courts get 
bomb threat emails

Oldest known poison arrows were used 60K yrs ago Mamata storms I-PAC chief’s 
Kolkata home amid ED search

State to get Farmer Skill 
& Agri-Incubation Centre
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: The 
Odisha government has decid-
ed to set up a state-of-the-art 
Farmer Skill and Agri-Incuba-
tion Centre (FS&AIC) with an 
aim to position the state as a 
leader in futuristic agriculture, 
offi cial sources said Thursday.

Project details were discussed 
during a high-level meeting 
chaired by Deputy Chief Min-
ister and Agriculture Minister 
KV Singh Deo here Thursday.

The centre will operate 
through four specialised mod-
ules – Agri-entrepreneurship de-
velopment, farmer skilling and 
training, technology demonstra-
tion, and value-added services.

“The objective of the centre is 
skill development. By training 
our farmers in modern tech-
niques and providing them with 
fi nancial access and market con-
nectivity, we’re ensuring long-
term profi tability and economic 
stability for rural Odisha,” Singh 
Deo said.

WB CM alleges bid to seize TMC’s internal data

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: Agitat-
ing Odisha government doctors 
Thursday announced the suspen-
sion of their stir and assured the 
administration they would re-
sume OPD services from Friday.

The decision was conveyed by 
a delegation of the Odisha Medi-
cal Service Association (OMSA) 
led by its president, Dr Kishore 
Mishra, after a meeting with the 
Health Minister. “Discussion 
with the government was very 
cordial and the minister has 
assured to fulfi ll our genuine 
demands. Therefore, in view of 
public interest, we have decid-
ed to suspend the agitation for 
now with hope that our prob-
lems will be addressed,” OMSA 
president Dr Mishra said.  P3

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: Financial 
assistance under Subhadra Yo-
jana will be credited to over 4.57 
lakh benefi ciaries within this 
month, Deputy Chief Minister 
Pravati Parida said Thursday.

“A total of 4,57,681 benefi cia-
ries will receive the amount. 
They are 1,78,398 newly-en-
rolled benefi ciaries, who at-
tained the age of 21 years, 
24,018, who were previously 
excluded due to application 
errors or verifi cation issues, 
and 2,55,265 who had received 
only the third installment due 
to technical issues under this 
fund-transfer scheme,” Parida, 
who also holds the Women and 
Child Development portfolio, 
told reporters.  P3

SUBHADRA MONEY FOR 
4.57 LAKH IN JANUARY

DOCS SUSPEND STIR

Nod to `55,783cr 
industrial projects



MUMBAI: It is 
always a privilege 
for an actor to por-
tray a cinematic 
legend, and it 
becomes even 
more special 
when there is 
a natural re-
semblance in-

volved. Actress 
Chitrangda 
Singh recently 
shared that 
playing the late 
Smita Patil in 
a biopic would 
be an emotion-

ally signifi cant 
experience for 
her. Over the 
years, she has 

frequently been 
compared to the 
iconic actor, a 
connection she 
says has grown 
deeply person-
al.

In a recent 
interview, Chi-
trangda spoke 
about how 
people have 
long pointed out 
her resemblance 
to Smita. She re-
vealed that these 

comparisons have followed her throughout her 
career, making the thought of portraying 

Patil on screen particularly mean-
ingful. She said she would love to 

play Smita Patil, adding that even 
Patil’s son, Prateik Smita Patil, 

has acknowledged the resem-
blance.

Recalling a surreal inci-
dent, Chitrangda shared that 
Prateik once accidentally 
posted her photograph on 

Mother’s Day, mistaking 
it for his mother’s 

image. Some-
one later in-
formed her of 
the mix-up, 
leaving her 
shocked by 
the striking 
similarity.

Smita Pa-
til remains 
one of In-
dian cin-
ema’s most 

powerful 
performers, 

cele- brated for fi lms 
like Bhumika, Arth, 
Manthan, Chakra and 
Nishant. Chitrangda 
says she now sees the 
resemblance herself 
and would cherish the 
opportunity.  AGENCIES

The stars are very auspicious-
ly disposed towards you, an-
nounces Ganesha. You have 
an exceptionally bright and enjoyable day 
ahead of you. All events and situations will 
work in your favour. If you are pursuing 
higher studies you will perform brilliantly. 
Those appearing for competitive examina-
tions are likely to score very high.

A fun and frolic fi lled day 
awaits you. You will have a 
lot of fun with your family 
members, especially children. You will 
help your children with their work. Mari-
tal life will be blissful. Relations with your 
spouse will be romantic today. A pleasure 
fi lled day awaits, says Ganesha.

You will attempt to reschedule 
your daily routine to be able 
to make the most of your day. 
While it is easy to make plans, implement-
ing them and sticking to them depends on 
your own discipline and determination. 
You will become more aware about health 
issues and pay closer attention to your diet. 
You will spend an enjoyable time with your 
family, says Ganesha.

Today is the right time to 
start a new project, while 
older projects which had 
been postponed will be fi nished. Over 
the next week you will try to boost your 
energy levels. Parties will lead to a lot 
of entertainment and joy. Ganesha says 
children will bring home pride which will 
put you in even higher spirits.

A creative thought or an 
innovative idea may spice 
up your routine work. Appar-
ently, you may seem all worked up and 
disorganised, but actually you may be 
quite systematic when it comes to your 
work. Keep the enthusiasm in you alive to 
make life happier, tips Ganesha.

Hedge your bets carefully, 
says Ganesha. Solving 
problems will come naturally 
to you. But, beware, as you may face the 
music from certain disgruntled individuals. 
Worry not, and keep the spring in your step.

Mark this date on the calen-
dar as today is going to be 
one of the most important 
days of life, the reason being you are 
going to meet somebody who is will stay 
with you through out your life. Though 
it may some time bore you, but your 
relationships will keep you busy today. 
Visits to religious places are on the cards 
for you. Most of the day you will spend 
time with your friends and family.

Meditate, and tune in to 
your inner sanctum. As you 
do this, you will realise you 
don't need others' advice all the time. 
Your boss will cooperate with you, while 
your loved ones will encourage you. An 
exciting date should close the day on a 
lovely note, says Ganesha.

You will need broad shoul-
ders to deal with the added 
responsibilities which will be 
heaped on your plate today. 
And while the work will be draining, the 
satisfaction of a job well done will more 
than ease your stress. A pleasant surprise 
probably awaits you back home, later in 
the evening, says Ganesha.

The clock ticks on, but 
chances are it can hardly 
beat you in the race, thanks 
to your prompt and sincere efforts. To-
day, you shall be a paragon of excellence. 
However, Ganesha waves the red fl ag of 
caution: it always pays to be safe rather 
than sorry. Keep your eyes open and pay 
attention to the fi ne print before signing 
any contract or paper. 

Today, you will shift your 
entire focus on the prob-
lems plaguing your personal life, feels 
Ganesha. Your ability to nip a problem in 
the bud has helped you to have a good 
personal life so far. And today, you will 
have to use your skills to mend the strain 
in your relationship with your loved ones.

Some cheerful news could 
put you in really high spirits 
today. The news could either 
be of a personal or professional nature 
– perhaps about your career, or a social 
gathering, or some monetary profi t. You 
always give your best, and Ganesha says 
today it will lead to rich dividends.
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JODIE FOSTER ON HOW 
SHE APPROACHED FAME 

BRADLEY COOPER ADDRESSES 
PLASTIC SURGERY RUMOURS 

Jodie Foster fi rst found fame as a child 
star, but the star insists she’s never 
chased the spotlight. “I had to do it my 
way. You like me as someone who has 
my dignity. You can’t strip it away from 
me and then have me remain the me 
that I am,” Foster told.

Hollywood star Bradley Cooper has directly 
addressed persistent online speculation 
that he has undergone plastic surgery, 
fi rmly denying the rumours during a recent 
appearance on the SmartLess podcast with 
longtime friends Will Arnett, Jason Bate-
man and Sean Hayes.
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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    MUMBAI: Actress Sreeleela 
has steadily built an impressive 
fi lmography with a series of 
high-profi le projects, emerging 
as one of the most sought-after 
names in Indian cinema. Af-
ter making her debut with the 
Kannada fi lm Kiss, the actor 
quickly expanded her presence 
across industries and is now set 
to make her Tamil debut with 
Parasakthi, starring opposite 
Sivakarthikeyan. Recently, the 
actress shared her fondness for 
Malayalam cinema and actors 
she would like to work with.

During the pre-release pro-
motions of Parasakthi in Ker-
ala, Sreeleela spoke warmly 
about her admiration for Ma-
layalam cinema. When asked 
which Malayalam actors 
she would like to work 
with, she named Mam-
mootty and Dulquer 
Salmaan, saying 
she has always 
been very fond 
of both. Her 
heartfelt re-
sponse won 
apprecia-
tion from 
fans, 
espe-

cially given Mammootty’s 
legendary status and Dulquer’s 
popularity across multiple lan-
guages.

Parasakthi, a period drama 
directed by Sudha Kongara, 
is currently being promoted 
in Kerala. At the event, Si-
vakarthikeyan delighted fans 
by delivering a famous Mohan-
lal dialogue. The fi lm also stars 
Ravi Mohan and Atharvaa in 
key roles and is said to revolve 
around the anti-Hindi agita-
tions in Tamil Nadu.

While the makers have an-
nounced January 10 as the 
release date, the censor cer-
tifi cate is still awaited, raising 

concerns about 
a possible de-

lay.  AGENCIES

Sreeleela’s wish
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MUMBAI: Following the 
release of the Border 2 song 
Ghar Kab Aaoge, Varun 
Dhawan found himself fa-
cing online backlash. Sev-
eral social media users 
criticised his dramatic 
expressions in the song 
and even questioned his 
acting abilities. The ac-
tor, however, chose to 
respond in his own 
candid way.

Varun took to In-
stagram to thank 
fans for the love 

received after 
the teaser and 

song were 
released. 

He shared 
mul- tiple pic-
tures from the 
fi lm and cap-
tioned them, 
“Major Hoshiyar 
Singh Dahiya. 
Thank you for the love.” 
Soon after, Var- un addressed 
the criticism directly in the comments section. 
When a user asked what he had to say about 
people questioning his acting skills, the actor 
replied that the very discussion had helped 
make the song a hit, adding that everyone was 
enjoying it and that God is great.

His response struck a chord with fans, many 
of whom came out in support of him. Several 
users praised his confi dence, called his per-
formance fl awless and described him as a 
true star, applauding the song’s success.

Border 2, directed by Anurag Singh, 
stars Varun Dhawan with Sunny Deol, 
Diljit Dosanjh and Ahan Shetty and re-
leases January 23. The fi lm pays trib-
ute to soldiers. AGENCIES
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A scintillating show by the members of Srjan Group, on the theme of Bande Mataram at Rabindra Mandap, Thursday. The event marked the birth 
centenary celebration of legendary Odissi exponent Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra (More on P3) PIC: BIKASH NAYAK
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FARM EXPO
Cuttack Sadar MLA Prakash 

Chandra Sethi and other 
dignitaries inaugurate a 

district-level farm equipment 
exhibition at Bali Yatra Lower 
Ground in Cuttack, Thursday

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
paid homage to legendary Odis-
si exponent Padma Vibhushan 
Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra 
on his birth centenary, Thurs-
day, saying Mohapatra was not 
just a great dancer but the very 
soul of Odissi.

He was addressing the media 
on the sidelines of the event or-
ganised by Odia Language, Lit-
erature & Culture department 
on the birth centenary at Guru 
Kelucharan Mohapatra Odissi 
Research Centre here.

Majhi paid homage at the 
statues of Mohapatra, Padma 

Shri Sanjukta Panigrahi, and 
Pandit Bhubaneswar Mishra, 
recognising their invaluable 
contributions to Odissi art and 
culture.

The Chief Minister also inau-
gurated a three-day art and pho-
to exhibition titled ‘Kelucharan 
Kirti Shatakam’. 

Addressing the media, Ma-
jhi said, “Guru Kelucharan 
Mohapatra represents an ex-
traordinary confl uence of Odi-
sha, Odia language, and Odissi 
dance. He was not just a great 
dancer but the very soul of 
Odissi. At a time when Odissi 
dance was shrouded in obscu-
rity, his relentless dedication, 
unwavering faith, and tireless 

efforts revived this classical art 
form.”

He added that Guru Kelucha-
ran harmonised Jagannath 
culture, Mahari tradition, 
classical and folk arts to give 
Odissi dance a unique classical 
identity.

The event was attended by 
several dignitaries, including 

Minister for Higher Educa-
tion, Sports, and Youth Affairs 
& Odia Language, Literature, 
and Culture Suryabanshi 
Suraj, Culture Secretary Vijay 
Ketan Upadhyay, Secretary of 
Odisha Sahitya Academy Chan-
drashekhar Hota, department 
Special Secretary Deba Prasad 
Dash, and senior classical danc-

ers and artistes.
The birth centenary of leg-

endary Odissi dance guru 
is also being commemorat-
ed through a three-day pro-
gramme titled ‘Kelucharan 
Kirti Shatakam’, being held 
from January 8 to January 10 
at the Odissi Research Centre 
and Rabindra Mandap in Bhu-
baneswar.

Addressing the commemora-
tive meeting, Suraj said Guru 
Kelucharan Mohapatra dedi-
cated his entire life to Odissi 
dance, presenting it not mere-
ly as a classical dance form but 
as a profound spiritual expe-
rience. He noted that Guru 
Kelucharan’s lifelong artistic 
pursuit and discipline elevat-
ed Odissi dance to a distinct 
and respectful position on the 
international stage. Paying 

fl oral tributes at the maestro’s 
feet, the minister called upon 
everyone to draw inspiration 
from Guru Kelucharan’s ide-
als and collectively work to-
wards the development, pro-
motion, and propagation of 
Odissi dance.

He also released a short 
documentary fi lm based on 
the life of the Guru and Odissi 
Research Centre. He later vis-
ited a photo exhibition show-
casing signifi cant moments 
from the maestro’s life and 
artistic journey.

Several eminent Odissi 
dancers and disciples of Mo-
hapatra, including Padma Shri 
Priyambada Hejmadi, Padma 
Shri Kumkum Mohanty, Pad-
ma Shri Madhavi Mudgal, and 
Guru Ratikant Mohapatra, 
were present.

Guru Kelucharan was the very soul of Odissi: CM
Majhi inaugurates art and photo exhibition to 
mark the Odissi exponent’s birth centenary

DEFIANCE: Smoke from an open fi re covers skies over the CRPF fl yover in Bhubaneswar despite ongoing 
govt-enforced anti-pollution measures across the city, raising questions over monitoring and civic enforcement 
by the BMC     PIC: BIKASH NAYAK
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Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: Agitat-
ing Odisha government doc-
tors Thursday announced the 
suspension of their stir and as-
sured the administration they 
would resume OPD services 
from Friday.

The decision was conveyed 
by a delegation of the Odisha 
Medical Service Association 
(OMSA) led by its president 
Kishore Mishra, after a meet-
ing with Health and Family 
Welfare Minister Mukesh Ma-
haling.

“Discussion with the govern-
ment was very cordial and the 
minister has assured to fulfi ll 
our genuine demands. There-
fore, in view of public interest, 
we have decided to suspend the 
agitation for now with hope 
that our problems will be ad-

dressed,” OMSA president 
Mishra told reporters here.

He said OMSA members un-
derstand that the government 
required some time to address 
the issues properly.

Mahaling said the members 
of OMSA were apprised that 

the inter-departmental high 
level committee had been ex-
amining their demands.

“The discussion was very 
cordial and they have assured 
us to withdraw the agitation,” 
the minister said.

Over 6,000 doctors serving 

in different health facilities 
across the state had launched 
agitation for fulfi llment of 
their 10-point charter of de-
mands since December 26, 
which included fi lling up of all 
the vacant posts, parity in pay 
with central government em-
ployees, proportional restruc-
turing of cadres across all 
grades, additional fi nancial in-
centives for super-specialists 
and performance-based incen-
tives. Though the doctors’ ag-
itation started with one-hour 
OPD boycott from December 
26, they later extended it to 
two hours from 9 am to 11 am 
starting January 5. 

Despite the state govern-
ment invoking the Essen-
tial Services Maintenance 
Act (ESMA), doctors con-
tinued their two hour OPD 
boycott agitation.

Doctors suspend stir, to join OPD services today

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: In a signifi-
cant move to bolster women-centric 
welfare initiatives, a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) was signed 
Thursday between the Women and 
Child Development (W&CD) depart-
ment and Utkalika, the Odisha State 
Cooperative Handicrafts Corpora-
tion, for supplying gift items under 
Mukhyamantri Kanya Bibaha Yoja-
na (MKBY).

The MoU was signed by Addition-
al Secretary of W&CD department 
Sumitra Pattnayak and Executive 

Director of Utkalika Mamata Nay-
ak, in the presence of Deputy Chief 
Minister Pravati Parida, who also 
oversees the W&CD department.

Under the agreement, Utkalika 
will supply a variety of items to el-
igible girls for their marriage, in-
cluding sarees, bangles, footwear, 
ornaments, alta and sindoor, other 
bridal accessories and household 
items such as utensils and cushions.

The Deputy CM emphasised that 
this collaboration will not only en-
sure that welfare schemes reach the 
intended beneficiaries, but also pro-
mote Odisha’s handloom and handi-
craft sectors, giving a boost to local 
artisans.

The programme was attend-
ed by senior officials, including 
W&CD department Principal Sec-
retary Shubha Sharma, Director 
Monisha Banerjee, Director of 
Handlooms, Textiles, and Handi-
crafts department Nivedita Prusti, 
Additional Secretary Pratap Ho-
ta and other senior officers from 
both departments.

Pact inked to provide gifts for eligible girls
MKBY BOOST

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: The 
mercury level dropped to zero 
degree Celsius in Mayurbhanj’s 
Similipal National Park even as 
the IMD warned of cold wave 
conditions in several districts 
of Odisha Thursday.

The minimum temperature 
in Bhubaneswar was record-
ed at 9.4 degree Celsius which 
matched the nighttime lowest 
recorded on January 3, 1952, 
repeating a 74-year-old record, 
senior IMD scientist US Das 
said in a post on X. 

According to Das, Bhu-
baneswar had recorded the 
coldest January night of 8.6 
degree Celsius January 5, 1992, 
followed by 9 degree Celsius 
January 17, 2003 and 9.3 de-
gree Celsius January 15, 2012. 
"The Odisha capital witnessed 
a drop of 9.2 degree Celsius in 
just four days," Das said, adding 
that the minimum temperature 
in the city was recorded at 18.6 
degree Celsius January 4, 2026. 

The authorities of Similipal 
National Park in Mayurbhanj 
district said the mercury level 

recorded at Upar Bara Kamuda 
(UBK) was zero degree Celsius. 
Upar Bara Kamuda, also known 
as UBK is in the core area of the 
Similipal Tiger Reserve (STR), 
a tiger habitation zone, an offi -
cial said, adding that tourists 
are not allowed entry to this re-
gion. Only authorised offi cials 
engaged in patrolling duty can 
venture into UBK. 

The IMD warned of cold wave 
conditions in Jagatsinghpur, Cut-
tack, Balasore, Khurda, Angul, 
Jharsuguda, Keonjhar, Dhenk-
anal, Sundargarh, Kalahandi, 
Kandhamal, Sonepur and Naba-
rangpur till January 9 morning.

It said that the night tem-
perature in G Udayagiri had 
dropped to 2.5 degree Celsius 

Thursday followed by 3.2 de-
gree Celsius at Semiliguda, 5 
degree Celsius at Phulbani, 
Rourkela (5.4), Jharsuguda 
(5.8), Daringibadi (6), Bhawa-
nipatna and Nabarangpur (7).

Kirei recorded a minimum 
temperature of 7.2 degree Cel-
sius, followed by Chiplima (7.5), 
Angul (7.8), Keonjhar and Sund-
argarh (8), Ranital (8.6), Dhen-
kanal (8.9), Bolangir (9), Bhu-
baneswar (9.4), Balasore (9.5), 
Cuttack, Koraput and Rayaga 
(9.6), Sonepur (9.9), Sambalpur 
and Mahisapata (10). Offi cials 
of the Revenue department said 
that the cold wave conditions 
across the state have signifi -
cantly affected people, especial-
ly in rural and tribal pockets.

Cold wave sweeps Odisha,
mercury hits ‘0’ in Similipal

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: Odisha 
Thursday witnessed the open-
ing of the 4th Odisha Mining 
& Infrastructure International 
Expo 2026, India’s largest exhi-
bition dedicated to the mining 
and infrastructure sectors, 
at Baramunda Ground, Bhu-
baneswar. The four-day event 
will continue till January 11, 
from 11 am to 8 pm, with free 
entry for the public.

The Expo was inaugurated 
in the presence of eminent 
dignitaries including Soumya 
Ranjan Patnaik, former MP, 
Soumya Ranjan Samal, CMD, 
KCC and Ambassador of the 
Expo, Gopaldas Agarwal, Presi-
dent, Laghu Udyog Bharti, Swa-
mi Prem Anveshi, Managing 
Director, Futurex Group, and 
Tapan Kumar Chand, former 
CMD, NALCO and Chairman 
of the Organising Committee, 
along with other industry lead-
ers.

Organised by Futurex Trade 
Fair and Events Pvt. Ltd. 
in partnership with Laghu 
Udyog Bharti, Odisha Cham-
ber of Commerce, and IPICOL, 
the Expo has brought together 
stakeholders from mining, con-
struction, and infrastructure 
sectors from India and abroad.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Soumya Ranjan Patnaik said, 
“It is encouraging to see a 
mining expo of this scale in 
Bhubaneswar, providing a 
vital platform for technology 
exchange, industry collabora-
tion, and sustainable mineral 
development.”

Swami Prem Anveshi not-
ed, “This year’s expo has 
strong international partic-
ipation from countries like 
Russia, Germany, Japan, 
Korea, China, and Taiwan, 
showcasing next-generation 
technologies that will rede-
fine mining and infrastruc-
ture development.”

City hosts 4th Mining 
& Infra Int'l Expo 2026

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: A re-
view meeting on the Subhadra 
scheme was held Thursday 
under the chairpersonship of 
Deputy Chief Minister Pravati 
Parida in the conference hall of 
the Women and Child Develop-
ment Department.

During the meeting, it was de-
cided that over 4.5 lakh benefi -
ciaries would receive Subhadra 
assistance in January. The list 
includes 1,78,398 newly reg-
istered beneficiaries, 24,018 
beneficiaries reinstated after 
investigation of previous com-
plaints, and 2,55,226 existing 
beneficiaries, bringing the 
total to 4,57,681 recipients.

The meeting also discussed 
the disbursement of the fourth 
installment of the Subhadra 
scheme, scheduled to be pro-
vided on International Wom-
en’s Day, 8 March 2026. The 
department confirmed that all 
eligible beneficiaries would 
receive the fourth installment 
as planned.

Over 4.5L to receive 
Subhadra aid in Jan

Fourth installment 
to be released on 

Women’s Day

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: The 
Odisha government Thursday 
approved seven major industri-
al projects worth an investment 
of `55,783 crore and having the 
potential to generate 14,507 
jobs, an offi cial said. 

The project proposals were 
approved at the High-Level 
Clearance Authority (HLCA) 
meeting chaired by Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi. 

"Through these investment 
clearances, we are focusing 
on making the state strong, 
Atmanirbhar and ready for 
Samruddha Odisha by 2036," 
he said.

The approved projects span 
key sectors including steel, 
rare earth, automobiles and 
auto-components, semiconduc-
tors, industrial gases, ferroal-
loys and power and renewable 
energy and are spread across 
districts such as Dhenkanal, 
Ganjam, Keonjhar and Khurda.

In the steel sector, Saffron 
Resources Private Limited, (a 
JSW Group Company) leads 

the approvals with a mega in-
vestment of `35,000 crore to es-
tablish a 6 MTPA steel plant in 
Dhenkanal. The project alone 
is expected to generate around 
8,000 employment opportuni-
ties.

Jindal Poly Films Limited's 
plans to set up a 0.5 MTPA Ti-
tanium Dioxide Pigment man-
ufacturing unit under the rare 
earth manufacturing category at 
an investment of  ̀ 12,000 crore in 
Ganjam. This project will create 
4,000 jobs, an offi cial said.

In the automobiles and au-
to-components sector, a reput-
ed company will invest `1,697 
crore in Ganjam to establish a 
manufacturing unit for tyres, 
carbon black, and zinc oxide, 
generating 685 jobs, he said.

Boosting Odisha's presence 

in high-tech manufacturing, 
Sancode Semi Private Limit-
ed will set up an Outsourced 
Semiconductor Assembly and 
Testing (OSAT) unit in Khurda 
with an investment of `1,649.98 
crore and create 570 jobs.

The industrial gases segment 
also received a boost with Inox 
Air Products Private Limited 
proposing an investment of 
`1,300 crore to set up an Air 
Separation Unit in Dhenkanal, 
generating 180 jobs and cater-
ing to the growing industrial 
demand for high-quality gases.

In the ferroalloys sector, Fer-
ro Alloys Corporation Limited 
will invest `2,000 crore in Ke-
onjhar to establish facilities for 
Ferro Manganese, Silico Man-
ganese, manganese ore benefi -
ciation, along with a 100 MW 
Captive Power Plant, creating 
772 employment opportunities.

Similarly, GMR Kamalan-
ga Energy Limited's proposal 
to set up a 350 MW thermal 
power plant in Dhenkanal at 
an `2,136.02 crore, has been ap-
proved. This project will gener-
ate employment for 300 people.

HLCA approves `55,783-cr
investments, 14,500 jobs
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

28.1° 25.4°
9.4° 9.6°
75% 85%

Nil Nil

FORECAST
Cold wave 

condition is very 
likely to prevail 

over Bhubaneswar 
and neighbourhood

MARKET WATCH

GOLD `137,510   `499

SILVER `242,697   `7,908

DOLLAR  90.03   0.01

EURO  105.25   0.14

SENSEX 25876.85   263.90

NIFTY     84180.96   780.18

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: A 
high-level review meeting on 
Transit Housing and Afford-
able Housing Projects (AHPs) 
was held Thursday under the 
chairpersonship of the Princi-
pal Secretary, Housing & Ur-
ban Development department, 
Usha Padhee, to assess the sta-
tus of completed housing stock, 
streamline allotment mecha-
nisms, and strengthen measures 
for planned urban growth.

The meeting undertook a de-
tailed review of key Affordable 
Housing Projects, including the 
Chandrasekharpur Affordable 
Housing Project (Buddha Vi-
har), Nilamadhab Awas Yojana, 
Santipali Awas Yojana, and the 
Subuddhipur Affordable Hous-
ing Project. Emphasis was laid 
on to ensure timely occupation 
of completed housing units, 
with project-wise progress, 
benefi ciary coverage, and in-
ter-agency coordination dis-
cussed to avoid vacancies in 
ready housing stock.

Progress of upcoming Af-
fordable Housing Projects at 
Ghatikia and Gadakana was 
also reviewed. Directions 
were issued for monitoring 
of timelines and adherence to 

schedules, as these projects are 
critical to addressing urban 
housing demand and prevent-
ing unplanned settlements and 
encroachments.

A key outcome of the meet-
ing was the decision to consti-
tute an Empowered Committee, 
chaired by the Principal Secre-
tary, to provide policy oversight 
and ensure coordinated deci-
sion-making on affordable hous-
ing, rental housing prioritisa-
tion, allotment modalities, and 
optimal utilisation of completed 
AHP units. The committee will 
facilitate swift resolution of 
inter-departmental issues and 
ensure uniform implementation 
of housing policies.

It was decided that completed 
affordable housing units will be 
provisionally allotted to eligible 
benefi ciaries. The provisional al-
lotment will be valid for a period 
of six months, during which oc-
cupancy, usage, and compliance 
with eligibility conditions will 
be closely monitored. 

Final allotment orders will 
be issued only after successful 
completion of this watch peri-
od. The allotted dwelling units 
will not be transferable, sub-let, 
or handed over to any other 
person, thereby ensuring disci-
plined and intended utilisation 

of affordable housing stock.
To promote sustainable ur-

ban mobility, the meeting un-
derscored the importance of 
integrating housing allotments 
with the AMA bus public trans-
port system to improve acces-
sibility while encouraging the 
use of public transport.

Reaffi rming the govern-
ment’s fi rm commitment to 
the policy of “No New Slums 
and No New Encroachments”, 
Padhee emphasised that pro-
active housing provision, pri-
oritisation of rental housing, 
and strict enforcement must 
proceed in tandem to ensure 
orderly, inclusive, and sustain-
able urban development.

The meeting also highlight-
ed the need to prioritise rental 
housing, particularly for mi-
grant workers, the urban poor, 
and families in transition. En-
gagement with NGOs was iden-
tifi ed as a key enabler for ben-
efi ciary outreach, awareness 
generation, verifi cation, and 
post-allotment handholding.

The meeting was attended by 
Chanchal Rana, Vice Chairman, 
Bhubaneswar Development Au-
thority (BDA) and Commission-
er, BMC;  Arindam Dakua, Di-
rector, Municipal Administra-
tion; Subhananda Mohapatra, 
Additional Secretary; Surendra 
Routroy , Additional Secretary; 
Manoj Kumar Swain, Addi-
tional Commissioner, BDA; 
Ajay Kumar Mohanty, Deputy 
Commissioner, BMC along with 
other senior offi cials.

The review concluded with 
directions for time-bound pro-
visional allotment, transparent 
processes, strong inter-agency 
coordination, and robust mon-
itoring, reinforcing Odisha’s 
commitment to planned ur-
banisation, affordable housing, 
and improved quality of life for 
urban residents.

Review meeting on transit, 
affordable housing projects

PROVISIONAL ALLOTMENT OF COMPLETED HOUSING UNITS; 
EMPOWERED COMMITTEE TO ENSURE OPTIMAL UTILISATION

I, Batakrushna 
Mohanty, S/o - Basanta 
Mohanty, resident of  
house no - 56, Ward no - 
16, Village - Dhobapalli, 
Post - Baragam, PS 
- Kotinada, Aska, Dist 
- Ganjam, Pin - 761111, 
State - Odisha, declare 
by this Affi davit No 
-1606, Dtd - 1.11.2025, 
that now onwards 
I shall be known as 
BATAKRUSHNA 
BASANTA MOHANTY 
for all future purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: The 
Khurda Road Division of East 
Coast Railway (ECoR) is encour-
aging digital ticketing by offer-
ing a three per cent discount 
on unreserved tickets booked 
through the RailOne App. The 
benefi t, earlier limited to R-Wal-
let cashback, has now been ex-
tended to other digital payment 
modes such as UPI, debit/credit 
cards and net banking, while 
the R-Wallet scheme will con-
tinue unchanged.

The discount will be available 
for six months, from January 14 
to July 14, 2026. The Centre for 
Railway Information Systems 
(CRIS) will review the scheme’s 
implementation in May 2026 to 
decide on its continuation.

This initiative aims to enhance 
passenger convenience, reduce 
queues at ticket counters, and 
promote cashless transactions, 
supporting Indian Railways’ goal 
of digital transformation.

To raise awareness, the Se-
nior Divisional Commercial 
Manager, Anil Kumar S, has 
instructed staff to actively in-
form passengers through public 
announcements, banners, and 
posters at prominent locations 
across railway stations.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: A City 
court Thursday convicted a 
drug peddler and sentenced 
him to rigorous imprisonment 
(RI) for life along with a fine 
of `50,000 for transporting pro-
hibited drugs.

The court of the Second Ad-
ditional District Judge-cum-
Special Judge, Bhubaneswar, 
also ordered that in default 
of payment of the fine, the 
convict would undergo an 
additional one year of RI.

The convicted person 
has been identifi ed as Pad-
manabha Behera of Begunia, 
under Gop police station in 
Puri district. He was booked 
under Sections 274, 275, and 
276 of the IPC read with Sec-
tion 2 of Odisha Act 3 of 1999 

at Bharatpur Police Station.
According to the prosecu-

tion, in the early hours of May 
13, 2022 morning, Behera was 
apprehended by a special task 
force (STF) near Baramunda 
Bus Stand while transport-
ing prohibited manufactured 
drugs in a vehicle.

During the search, the STF 
recovered and seized 1,280 
bottles of Eskuf cough syr-
up containing Codeine Phos-
phate and Chlorpheniramine 
Maleate, along with other in-
criminating materials, from 
his possession.

The accused failed to pro-
duce any valid documents or 
authorisation for possessing 
the prohibited drugs. Conse-
quently, he was detained and 
handed over to Bharatpur Po-
lice Station for legal action.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Jan 8: Stewart 
School, Cuttack, Thursday 
commemorated the anniver-
sary of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s fi rst school entry, mark-
ing the start of his educational 
journey. About 200 students, 
along with teachers, NCC and 
Guide members, organised a 
roadshow from the Netaji Birth 
Place Museum at Odia Bazar to 
the school via Sutahat. Wearing 
masks of young Subhas Chan-
dra Bose, the students marched 
in a disciplined manner to pay 
tribute to the leader. The rally 
was conducted peacefully with 
support from local police.

Following the rally, a patri-
otic programme was held at the 
Hostel Field in the presence of 
students and staff. The pro-
gramme opened with a prayer 
by Rev. FC North, followed by 
the Bible reading by Shilpa Sa-
hu and an opening hymn by the 
school choir. Principal D Mar-
tina delivered the welcome and 
keynote address, highlighting 
Netaji’s historic association 
with the institution, while 
Satyaki Gupta spoke on patri-
otism and the role of youth in 
nation-building.

Drug peddler gets life imprisonment

Cuttack Stewart School 
marks Netaji’s 1st 
school entry anniv

ECoR offers 3% 
discount on  digital 
unreserved tickets

ICG PARADE: A passing out parade (POP) for Batch 02/25 was held at INS Chilka Thursday. The impressive ceremony marked the successful culmina-
tion of 16 weeks of rigorous and transformative training undertaken by 2,103 Agniveers, including 113 women Agniveers, 270 Senior Secondary Recruit 
(Medical Assistant), 44 Sports Quota Sailors and 295 Naviks of Indian Coast Guard  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar/New Delhi, 
Jan 8: Odisha has emerged 
as a national frontrunner 
in road safety and transport 
reforms, earning widespread 
recognition at the recently 
concluded Transport Devel-
opment Council (TDC) Meet-
ing. Held January 7-8, 2026, 
at Bharat Mandapam in New 
Delhi, the event was orga-
nized by the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways 
(MoRTH), Government of In-
dia, and chaired by the Union 
Minister for Road Transport 
and Highways.

The TDC meeting saw the 
participation of transport min-
isters and senior offi cials from 
all states and Union Territo-
ries, where Odisha’s ground-
breaking achievements in road 
safety, digitization, and driver 
training were spotlighted.

Principal Secretary of Odisha 
Commerce and Transport De-
partment, Usha Padhee led the 
state’s delegation, presenting 
Odisha’s innovative road safety 
measures and transport gover-
nance. She highlighted key 
initiatives such as the state’s 

digital transport governance 
system, technology-enabled 
enforcement, and comprehen-
sive driver training programs.

Sources said, Odisha report-
ed full readiness for the roll-
out of PM–RAHAT, a cashless 
treatment scheme for road ac-
cident victims, ensuring cov-
erage of up to `1.5 lakh. Odis-
ha is now the fi rst state in the 
country to integrate the e-DAR 
(electronic accident report-
ing) system with the CCTNS 
(Crime and Criminal Track-
ing Network and Systems), 
providing seamless coordina-
tion among police, health, and 
transport authorities. This in-
tegration, developed in collab-
oration with the National In-
formatics Centre (NIC) and IIT 
Madras, was hailed as a model 
for other states to follow.

The Ministry of Road Trans-
port and Highways praised 
Odisha’s SUVAHAK and AMA 
SUVAHAK programs, as well as 
community-based safety initia-
tives such as Rakshak and Ju-
nior Rakshak. These programs, 
which focus on educating and 
empowering local communities 
to take an active role in road 
safety, have now inspired the 

Sadak Suraksha Mitra initia-
tive, which will be implement-
ed at the national level.

Despite only qualifying for 
two Institutes of Driving Train-
ing and Research (IDTRs) under 
a centrally sponsored scheme, 
Odisha has already set up four 
such centres, with MoRTH not-
ing them as among the best in 
the country. The central govern-
ment has indicated that addi-
tional IDTRs may be considered 
for Odisha in the future.

Odisha’s reform-driven ap-
proach was further recognized 
when it was included in a 
high-level Committee of Secre-
taries formed by MoRTH. The 
committee is tasked with draft-
ing and refi ning transport rules 
and amendments to the Motor 
Vehicles Act, as well as intro-
ducing reforms such as Auto-
mated Testing Stations (ATS) 
and Vehicle Location Tracking 
Devices (VLTD).

MoRTH offi cials encouraged 
the state to enhance its imple-
mentation of VLTDs and High 
Security Registration Plates 
(HSRP) and raise awareness 
regarding the Pollution Under 
Control Certifi cate (PUCC) to 
ensure greater compliance.

Odisha applauded for national 
road safety & transport reforms

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: The 
fourth edition of the Odisha 
Polytechnic Ranking for the 
academic year 2023–24 was un-
veiled Thursday by Skill Devel-
opment and Technical Educa-
tion Minister Sampad Chandra 
Swain at the State Council for 
Technical Education and Vo-
cational Training (SCTE&VT) 
auditorium here.

Bhubanananda Odisha 
School of Engineering (BOSE), 
Cuttack, secured the top posi-
tion, followed by Government 
Polytechnic, Bhubaneswar, 
and Jharsuguda Engineering 
School. Utkalmani Gopaband-
hu Institute of Engineering 
ranked fourth, while SKDAV 
Government Polytechnic, Ro-
urkela, stood fi fth.

The ranking exercise was 
conducted under the guidance 

of the National Accreditation 
Board for Education and Train-
ing (NABET) of the Quality 
Council of India (QCI). A com-
prehensive assessment was car-
ried out by expert panels drawn 
from the SCTE&VT Appeals 
Committee, the Core Grading 
Committee and other related 
bodies. The initiative aims to 
encourage both government 
and private polytechnic insti-
tutions to improve academic 
processes and adopt innovative 
practices for continuous quali-
ty enhancement.

Addressing the gathering, 
Minister Swain underscored 

the vital role of skill develop-
ment and vocational educa-
tion in shaping the future of 
Odisha’s youth. He said the 
ranking system helps institu-
tions impart industry-relevant 
skills while also fostering cre-
ativity and innovation among 
students.

He further urged institutions 
to draw up time-bound action 
plans for holistic growth, with 
emphasis on academic quali-
ty, faculty skill upgradation, 
industry collaboration, opti-
mal use of infrastructure, and 
effective management.

Department Commission-
er-cum-Secretary Bhupendra 
Singh Punia also shared in-
sights on the progress of the 
state’s vocational education 
sector, stressing the need to 
strengthen student skill devel-
opment and foster an entrepre-
neurial spirit among the youth.

BOSE tops Odisha Polytechnic Ranking

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Puri, Jan 8: The Shree Jagan-
nath Temple Administration’s 
(SJTA) move to impose `500 
parking fee for four-wheelers at 
its Bhakta Nivas (devotee guest 
house) facilities here has drawn 
sharp opposition from tourists, 
servitors and political leaders.

In a notifi cation issued 
Wednesday, the SJTA said 
guests staying at its four Bhak-
ta Nivases would have to pay 
`500, including 18 per cent GST, 
for parking a four-wheeler for 
24 hours. The arrangement will 
continue until further orders.

SJTA Chief Administrator 
Arabinda Padhee said the de-
cision was aimed at ensuring 
structured parking manage-

ment and better organisation 
of parking spaces, adding that 
it would improve convenience 
for visitors.

However, following objec-
tion from various quarters, 
Puri district Collector Dibya 
Jyoti Parida, who is also the 
deputy chief administrator of 
the SJTA, said the adminis-
tration would reconsider the 
decision.

“We will reconsider the 
parking fee. I will get back to 
you after taking up the matter 
with the authority,” he told 
reporters.

Puri BJD MLA Sunil Kumar 
Mohanty demanded an imme-
diate rollback, saying hotels 
in Puri and elsewhere in the 
country do not charge guests 

separately for parking. “It 
must be withdrawn immedi-
ately,” he said.

Local MP Sambit Patra of the 
BJP said he was not aware of 
the development. “Our govern-
ment will take a decision that 
is good for all, particularly the 
poor people,” he said.

Odisha Pradesh Congress 
Committee president Bhakta 
Charan Das opposed the move. 
In a post on X, he called the fee 
unjustifi ed and an unnecessary 
fi nancial burden on devotees.

He urged the authorities to 
roll back the decision and en-
sure pilgrim-friendly facilities.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Bhubaneswar, BJD 
vice-president Sanjay Das Bur-
ma also demanded immediate 

withdrawal of the hefty park-
ing fee, alleging that staying 
at Bhakta Nivas had already 
become more expensive.

“The administration is try-
ing to derive fi nancial benefi t 
from the religious sentiments 
of devotees,” he said.

Tourists, too, voiced their 
discontent. “While parking a 
car at airports costs around 
`150, the administration 
here is demanding `500. This 
could become the country’s 
highest parking fee,” claimed 
Chaturbhuja Samal, a fre-
quent visitor to Puri.

Sources said the four Bhak-
ta Nivas were built during the 
previous BJD government, with 
room tariffs ranging between 
`900 and `2,500 for 24 hours.

`500 parking fee at Bhakta Nivas draws fl ak

Millers end stir, participate 
in paddy procurement
BHUBANESWAR: All Odisha Rice 
Millers’ Association, which has been 
on an indefinite strike since Monday, 
called off the protest Thursday and 
cooperated with the state govern-
ment in the procurement of paddy 
from farmers.  The rice millers had 
launched the strike since Monday, 
leading to disruption in the paddy 
procurement process, an official said. 
The association has been demanding 
an increase in milling charges, revi-
sion of transportation rates for paddy 
and rice and enhanced custody and 
maintenance levies for the grain 
stored in their godowns.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack/Badamba, Jan 8: Two 
tribal dominated villages under 
Narsinghpur block in Cuttack 
district have become the fi rst 
fully solar-powered villages of 
the state following the project’s 
inauguration Thursday.

This has been achieved un-
der the Centre-sponsored PM 
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana. 
These villages were identifi ed 
as Mundia Sahi in Olaba pan-
chayat and Kandha Devabhumi 
village under Debabhuin pan-
chayat of Narsinghpur block. 

A total of 76 families includ-
ing 47 in Mundia Sahi and 29 
in Kandha Devabhuin villag-
es will receive free electricity 
through solar panel installa-
tions. The solar panels have 
been installed by TPCODL, 
through which the villages 

have been completely elec-
trifi ed using renewable solar 
energy. Badamba MLA Bijaya 
Kumar Dalabehera inaugu-
rated the power supply in the 
presence of Cuttack Collector 
Dattatraya Bhausaheb Shinde, 
Athagarh Sub-Collector Prahl-
lad Narayan Sharma, TPCODL 

authorities and other offi cials.  
With this development, 

villagers will be able to avail 
all electricity-based facilities 
without dependence on con-
ventional power supply. The en-
tire installation work has been 
completed successfully within a 
span of approximately 25 days.

For each solar panel instal-
lation, the Central government 
provided a subsidy of `30,000, 
while the state government con-
tributed `25,000. The remaining 
benefi ciary contribution has 
been borne by the district ad-
ministration with funds avail-
able from the District Mineral 
Foundation (DMF).

This initiative has been spe-
cifi cally implemented for Below 
Poverty Line (BPL) families to 
ensure equitable access to reli-
able electricity. The availabili-
ty of uninterrupted solar power 
will improve living standards 
by supporting household light-
ing, education, healthcare, and 
livelihood activities. It will also 
signifi cantly reduce electricity 
expenses for benefi ciary fami-
lies while promoting energy 
self-suffi ciency and environ-
mental sustainability.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Joda, Jan 8: Allegations of 
unsafe and irregular mineral 
transportation have surfaced 
at a South Eastern Railway 
(SER) siding at Jurudi in Ke-
onjhar district, raising con-
cerns over compliance with 
safety norms.

Sources said mineral load-
ing takes place daily on fi ve 
to six lines at the siding, with 
hundreds of rakes moving 
out on a daily basis. Howev-
er, rules meant to ensure safe 
transport are allegedly being 
fl outed. Several wagons are re-
portedly not cleaned properly 
before loading, while some 
have holes that remain unre-
paired. In addition, minerals 
are said to be loaded unevenly 
and transported without tar-
paulin covers.

Offi cials and locals said 
spillage of minerals along the 
track poses a serious risk, in-
cluding the possibility of train 
derailments.

Railway guidelines require 
rakes to be placed on desig-
nated lines and loaded within 
fi ve hours of placement. Before 
loading, the wagons must be 
thoroughly cleaned and holes 
on those sealed to prevent 
leakage during transit. These 
steps are intended to ensure 
that minerals do not spill onto 
the tracks.

Despite these clear norms, 
contractors allegedly contin-
ue unsafe practices, while 
the Ministry of Railways has 
remained silent, effective-
ly leaving operations in the 
hands of private contractors, 
critics say.

If wagon doors and openings 
are not properly secured, they 
can open during transit, caus-

ing mineral spillage on the 
tracks leading to congestion. 
In several cases, this has also 
raised the risk of train derail-
ments and accidents. 

Sources said railway wag-
ons are often loaded mechan-
ically with more than 60 met-
ric tonnes of minerals, which 
then require manual leveling 
by workers. If the load is not 
evenly levelled, there is a 
strong possibility of derail-
ment at turning points while 
the rake is en route to its des-
tination.

However, proper levelling 
is reportedly not ensured at 
railway sidings. Even after 
loading, tarpaulins are not 
being used to cover wagons to 
prevent minerals from fl ying 
off. Avoiding such lapses and 
ensuring the safe movement of 
trains to their destinations is a 

key responsibility of the Min-
istry of Railways. Contrary to 
this mandate, irregularities 
have surfaced at the Jurudi 
railway siding.

Meanwhile, inspections 
found that several of the 58 
wagons in a rake were with-
out tarpaulin covers, some had 
doors not secured properly, 
and many loaded wagons had 
not been levelled Wednesday. 
If such negligence continues, 
the Ministry could suffer 
fi nancial losses running in-
to several crores of rupees. 
There have been calls for se-
nior departmental offi cials to 
intervene.

Jurudi Station Manag-
er Shashikant Jajo said the 
contractor involved would 
be warned, adding that the 
responsibility lies with the 
commercial department. He 
said rakes are despatched 
only after clearance from the 
commercial wing. Goods and 
commercial department offi -
cer Goutam Kumar, however, 
claimed the process was being 
carried out properly. 

Unsafe mineral transport
alleged at railway siding

State gets fi rst fully solar-powered villages

Rajnagar: As many as 300 
people fell ill with diarrhoea and 
vomiting after they attended a 
wedding feast under this block in 
Kendrapara district, prompting 
health authorities to rush medical 
teams to the affected villages. 
The outbreak was reported 
from Endulapur, Prasannapur 
and Khandamara villages under 
Hatina panchayat. Health offi cials 
said the illness spread after 
people consumed food served 
at a wedding reception Tuesday 
night. According to local sources, 
the feast was organised for the 
wedding of Kanha Rout, the 
younger son of Dayanidhi Rout 
of Endulapur village. Nearly 
1,000 people attended the feast, 
including residents of Endulapur 
and neighbouring villages. Soon 
after the feast, many guests 
developed symptoms of diarrhoea 
and vomiting. Some sought 
treatment from local pharmacies 
and unlicensed practitioners 
Wednesday, but their condition 
did not improve. By Thursday, the 
number of patients had increased 
sharply, with entire households 
getting affected in Endulapur. 
Offi cials said more than 200 
people were affected in Endulapur 
alone, while over 100 cases were 
reported from Prasannapur and 
Khandamara villages. Two medical 
teams led by Dr Rashmi Ranjan 
Mohanty, chief medical offi cer of 
the Rajnagar Community Health 
Centre, reached the villages 
Thursday. The teams set up 
temporary camps and conducted 
door-to-door visits, providing 
treatment and distributing 
medicines to the patients. 

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: Union 
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan has sought 
personal intervention from 
the Centre and the state gov-
ernment to fi nd a permanent 
solution to the alarmingly 
rising air pollution in the An-
gul-Talcher industrial belt.

In separate letters addressed 
to Union Minister for Envi-
ronment, Forest and Climate 
Change Bhupender Yadav, 
Union Minister for Coal and 
Mines G Kishan Reddy, and 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi, Pradhan highlighted 
the serious threat posed by de-
teriorating air quality to public 
health in the region.

Expressing deep concern over 
the Air Quality Index (AQI) in 
Angul consistently remaining 
in the “severe” category, Prad-
han noted that Talcher’s inclu-
sion among the most polluted 
cities in the country is partic-
ularly worrying.

He pointed out that the sit-

uation is severely affecting 
children, the elderly, and peo-
ple suffering from respiratory 
illnesses.

The Union minister stressed 
the need for strict enforcement 
of pollution control norms in in-
dustrial areas and for strength-
ening real-time air quality mon-
itoring systems. He urged the 
Ministry of Coal to introduce 
mechanised coal transportation 
systems along with advanced 
dust suppression measures.

Pradhan also proposed 
the creation of green buffers 
through large-scale plantation 
around industrial zones and 
mining corridors, and the ex-
pansion of target-based initia-
tives under the National Clean 
Air Programme (NCAP).

Observing that measures un-
der the Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) are largely tempo-
rary, he emphasised the impor-
tance of a long-term, coordinat-
ed strategy involving the State 
Pollution Control Board (SPCB), 
district administration, and in-
dustrial establishments.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Jan 8: Police arrested two persons 
Thursday after a youth was allegedly stripped, 
assaulted and paraded on National Highway-220 
over his love affair with a minor of a separate 
community under Bahalda police limits in Mayur-
bhanj district. After their arrest, the two accused 
were produced in the court Thursday.  

The victim, who is a member of a minority com-
munity, was allegedly targeted by relatives of the 
minor girl over an alleged love affair. According 
to local authorities, the attackers tied the man’s 
hands with a rope, stripped and forced him to walk 
along the NH-220.

A video of the assault went viral on social me-
dia, prompting police to register a case. Investiga-
tors confi rmed that two suspects were taken into 
custody and produced before a court.

The victim’s family met with Mayurbhanj Col-
lector Hema Kanta Say to demand a thorough 
investigation. Formal complaints were also sub-
mitted to the Superintendent of Police, the Odisha 
Human Rights Commission, and the Orissa High 
Court Police are investigating the assault and pub-
lic humiliation of the youth from a minority com-
munity who was allegedly stripped and paraded 
through the streets January 2.

According to authorities, the victim had trav-
elled by car to meet the minor girl with whom he 
was reportedly in a relationship. The girl’s rela-
tives, who had previously fi led a police complaint 
against the youth, discovered the two together and 
intercepted the man.

The group allegedly vandalised the victim’s ve-
hicle and physically assaulted him. Witnesses and 
offi cials stated that the attackers tied the man’s 
hands, stripped him, and forced him to walk on the 
road while shouting verbal abuses. The assailants 
also reportedly forced the victim to chant religious 
slogans against his will.

IIC Bhaskar Pradhan said a case has been reg-
istered and authorities are working to identify 
all those involved.

Chhatrapur: The Ganjam district ad-
ministration led by Collector V Keerthi 
Vasan held a preparatory meeting here 
Thursday ahead of the fi ve-day Gopal-
pur Beach Festival scheduled to start 
January 22. The meeting was primarily 
focused on traffi c streamlining, food 
safety measures, management of law 
and order and other aspects for smooth 
conduct of the festival. The popularity 
of the event has given rise in requests 
of participation among cultural dance 
troupes. An audition will be conducted 
soon to shortlist the troupes, the Col-
lector said. A ban has been imposed on 
use of single-use plastic bags during 
the festival and alternatively, paper 
bags and non-woven bags shall be 
encouraged among the stall owners and 
merchants. Special torches from Tara 
Tarini Temple under Chhatrapur sub-
division, Balakumari Temple under Ber-
hampur sub-division and Byaghradevi 
Temple under Bhanjanagar sub-division 
will reach Gopalpur to start the beach 
festival with a ‘samudra arati’. Various 
committees were formed by the organ-
ising committee comprising Berhampur 
Municipal Commissioner Prathamesh 
Arvind Rajshirke, ADMs Debadatta 
Panda and Pramod Kumar Prusty, Ber-
hampur Sub-Collector Avinash Kumar, 
Chhatrapur Sub-Collector Sibashis 
Baral and Bhanjanagar Sub-Collector 
Uma Shankar Behera, DUDA Project 
Director Sunil Kumar Kerketta, heads of 
various departments and other private 
stakeholders in the district for smooth 
conduct of the festival. 

Pradhan seeks permanent solution to
rising air pollution in Angul-Talcher belt

Gopalpur Beach
Fest from Jan 22

300 fall ill after 
wedding feast

Youth stripped, paraded
on nat’l highway; 2 held

Boinda: Vigilance sleuths arrested 
a Revenue Inspector (RI) in Angul 
district Thursday for allegedly 
accepting a bribe of `6,000, 
authorities said. RI Surendra 
Das, posted at Tushar under the 
Athamallik block, was caught red-
handed by an Angul Vigilance team 
while accepting the bribe at the 
rest room of the Kiakatta revenue 
offi ce. The tainted cash was seized 
from his possession. According to 
Vigilance sources, Tarani Pradhan 
of Daulatpur village had applied 
through his son, Satyananda 
Pradhan, for demarcation of their 
land under the Tushar revenue 
circle. Despite directions issued 
to the Tushar revenue offi ce to 
carry out the demarcation, Das 
allegedly demanded `6,000 bribe 
from Satyananda to process 
the work. When Satyananda 
expressed his inability to pay, Das 
allegedly told him the land would 
not be demarcated without the 
bribe. Satyananda later lodged a 
complaint with the Angul Vigilance 
offi ce Wednesday. Following the 
complaint, a trap was laid and the RI 
was caught raking the money. 

RI held taking bribe



Last month, US President Donald Trump banned or severely 
restricted nationals of 20 additional countries from entering 
the United States, expanding the entry restrictions he put in 

place in June, supposedly to mitigate “national security and public 
safety threats.” But a cursory glance at the list of targeted countries 
makes clear that this is just another case of ethnonationalist politics 
dressed up as an anti-terrorism measure.

Many of the countries Trump targeted in 2025 – including Ango-
la, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Haiti, Laos, Malawi, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Tonga, Zambia, and Zimbabwe – have virtually no 
history of exporting transnational terrorism. But a large share of 
them – 16 out of the 20 announced last month and 26 of the 39 tar-
geted in 2025 – are in Africa. The obvious conclusion, especially in 
light of Trump’s wider agenda and rhetoric, is that racial bias is 
informing US policy, much as religious bias guided his fi rst admin-
istration’s 2017 restrictions on travel and resettlement from seven 
Muslim-majority countries.

To be sure, US offi cials say their decisions refl ect “demonstrated, 
persistent, and severe defi ciencies in screening, vetting, and infor-
mation-sharing,” as well as criteria like visa-overstay rates and even 
refusal to accept US deportation fl ights. But these justifi cations are 
more improvised than airtight. For exam-
ple, as the American Immigration Council 
observes, the Trump administration is us-
ing non-immigrant overstay rates to justify 
bans on immigrant visas.

Moreover, much like Trump’s tariffs, 
the criteria are being selectively applied, 
with some countries, such as Egypt and 
Kuwait, facing no new restrictions, despite 
high overstay rates, documented infor-
mation-sharing, and vetting deficiencies. 
Even countries with longstanding links 
to global jihadism, such as Pakistan and 
Qatar, are being spared, despite Trump’s 
claim to be motivated by national-security 
considerations. Saudi Arabia belongs to 
both groups, yet it has never been targeted 
by Trump.

Some of these privileged countries are 
almost certainly dangerous. What they 
have in common is not that they are safe, 
but that they are useful. Countries like 
Egypt and Iraq are considered strategi-
cally indispensable. Saudi Arabia is not 
only a key US defense partner; it is, like 
Qatar, a major investor in the US – and in 
the investment firm of Trump’s son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner.

Pakistan signed a major investment deal 
with World Liberty Financial, a cryptocur-
rency fi rm majority-owned by the Trump 
family, as part of its aggressive courtship 
of the US administration. It's a strategy 
that never fails to pay off: No country that 
hosts a major Trump-branded property or 
has struck a high-profi le business deal with 
a member of Trump's inner circle faces US 
travel restrictions.

A telling example of this pattern is that while the Trump ad-
ministration tightened restrictions on many countries, it lifted 
its pre-existing ban on non-immigrant visas for Turkmenistan, 
which has supposedly made “significant progress in improving 
its identity-management and information-sharing procedures.” 
Conspicuously, the decision came just a few weeks after the re-
clusive, gas-rich country agreed to cooperate with the US on en-
ergy and critical minerals, and to consider granting preferential 
treatment to US firms.

This lesson is clear: countries that have strong personal ties to 
the Trump administration or lucrative business relationships with 
his family and cronies receive favorable treatment. The boundary 
between US public offi ce and private gain has never been so porous, 
with Trump's business empire expanding rapidly since his return 
to the presidency.

The result is absurd. A citizen of Burkina Faso, a country with 
no history of threatening US security, is barred from entering the 
country, but a national of Bangladesh, which is beset by Islamist 
violence and anti-American extremism, is not. This incongruity 
undermines the credibility of US diplomacy and counterterrorism 
efforts, as it sends a dangerous message to states that sponsor or 
tolerate extremism: accountability is negotiable.

If Trump actually wanted to protect the US from terrorism, he 
would pursue a strategy based on credible intelligence and consistent 
standards. He would recognize that international terrorism is not 
confi ned to weak or isolated states; on the contrary, some of its most 
prolifi c enablers are regional powers. And he would demonstrate a 
willingness to confront US partners and adversaries alike.

Unfortunately, for all of Trump’s talk about security, he has prov-
en far more interested in lining his own pockets. His latest travel 
restrictions are a case study in how the language of national security 
can be repurposed for coercive diplomacy and private gain.

In a sense, this was the natural evolution of the “America First” 
ethos. The concept was always intended to justify a transactional 
approach to international engagement. But during Trump's second 
presidency, it has ascended to a higher level of cynicism. Now, those 
who fail to produce adequate offerings for Trump are punished, 
while those who prove themselves useful to him can act virtually 
with impunity – US national security be damned.

The writer is Professor Emeritus of Strategic Studies at the 
New Delhi-based Center for Policy Research and Fellow at the 

Robert Bosch Academy in Berlin. 
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T
here is a Hindi idiom 
— chutki lena — that 
loosely translates 
as teasing, trolling, 

mocking or putting someone 
down. Social media today is full 
of people taking chutki over air 
pollution in Delhi. The recent 
tweet by Chinese Embassy 
spokesperson, offering “step-
by-step guide” on how Beijing 
tackled air pollution, falls into 
this category. It is unsolicited, 
overly generic and not helpful 
— regardless that the Chinese 
capital recently suffered a rare 
smog (AQI of 214) after years of 
pollution clean-up efforts.

Researchers in India, includ-
ing myself, have followed Bei-
jing’s air quality journey closely 
for years. We have studied the 
“Beijing model,” examined its 
successes and understood its 
limitations. One must fi rst rec-
ognise a basic reality about in-
formation coming out of China: 
it is tightly controlled and nev-
er complete. While general de-
scriptions of actions taken and 
headline pollution reductions 
are widely available, crucial 
information is missing.

Data on regulatory enforce-
ment, economic costs, public 
expenditure, private sector li-
abilities, worker displacement, 
compensation and social costs 
are largely absent. Without this 
information, simply lifting the 
Beijing model and superimpos-
ing it on Delhi is neither feasi-
ble nor responsible.

That said there is no denying 
Beijing has achieved remarkable 
improvements in air quality in 
a relatively short period. India 
can — and should — learn from 
their experience. But learning 
does not mean copying. 

Value of a regional action 
plan: The Beijing–Tianjin–Hebei 
(BTH) regional framework en-
abled coordinated action across 
an airshed, leading to signifi cant 
emission reductions. However, 
it is important to understand the 
administrative simplicity behind 

it. BTH region covers about 2.2L 
sq km under two centrally ad-
ministered municipalities — Bei-
jing and Tianjin — and a single 
province, Hebei, with 11 cities. 
Coordinating action across this 
region, while challenging, was 
administratively manageable.

Replicating this approach 
for Delhi is far more complex. 
A meaningful regional plan for 
Delhi would need to cover areas 
within a 150 km radius, spanning 
six states (Delhi, Punjab, Hary-
ana, UP, MP and Rajasthan), ur-
ban local bodies and cantonment 
areas. Delhi is governed by three 
authorities — Centre, state and 
municipal corporations, can-
tonment aside. So, we’ll require 
an entirely new administrative 
and governance model to make 
regional action work.

Public transport and vehicle 
electrification are other areas 
where Beijing offers important 
lessons. Many measures Beijing 
adopted — stricter emission stan-
dards, cleaner fuels, and scrap-
ping old vehicles — are also being 
attempted in Delhi, but with lim-
ited success. A key difference is 
that Beijing actively curtailed 
the growth of private vehicles; 
Delhi has not. But like Beijing, 
we need to build world-class pub-
lic transport across all of NCR. 
Similarly, rapid electrifi cation 
of transport is essential.

In many ways, Beijing’s air 
pollution crisis helped catalyse 
China’s rise as the world leader 
in electric vehicles. China con-
verted an environmental crisis 
into an economic opportunity. 
India should aim to do the same.

Reduction of coal use and 
strict regulation of power plants 
and industries is another criti-
cal lesson. While Delhi has shut 
down its thermal power plants 
and shifted many industries to 
the outskirts, coal use within 
the broader airshed remains sub-
stantial. Beijing not only reduced 
coal consumption by nearly 90% 
but also enforced extremely strin-
gent emission standards. For 
example, the particulate matter 
standard for coal power plants in 
China is 10 mg/m³ or lower; in 
India, the standard is 30–100 mg/
m³ — 3 to 10 times higher.

China’s SO  standard is 35 
mg/m³, whereas in India even 
relaxed limits of 100–600 mg/m³ 
were exempted for nearly 75% of 
coal-based power plants. Without 
enforcing strict pollution norms, 
meaningful air quality improve-
ment is impossible. This is one of 
Beijing’s clearest lessons.

Shutting down or relocating 
more than 3,000 heavy indus-
tries, as Beijing did, would effec-
tively de-industrialise the entire 
region. Such an approach would 
be economically disastrous, so-

cially destabilising and politi-
cally untenable in India.

Then there is the question of 
cost. While exact fi gures are un-
available, it is clear that Beijing 
spent billions of dollars to clean 
its air. That scale of expenditure 
is simply not feasible for India. 
Any clean air plan for Delhi 
must work within the country’s 
fi scal constraints.

Finally, Delhi faces chal-
lenges Beijing never had to 
confront. The most prominent 
is stubble burning. Beijing’s air 
quality was not affected by sea-
sonal agricultural fi res the way 
Delhi’s is. Any serious clean air 
plan for Delhi must directly ad-
dress this problem.

Similarly, clean cooking fuel 
was never an issue for Beijing. 
China transitioned most house-
holds to gas by the early 2000s 
and launched a Clean Heating 
Policy in 2013 to move residen-
tial heating away from biomass 
and coal. In contrast, biomass 
use for cooking and heating re-
mains a major source of pollu-
tion in the Delhi-NCR and must 
be tackled head-on.

Lastly, the Delhi airshed also 
faces a major challenge from 
pollution generated by lakhs 
of informal micro and small 
enterprises — from jaggery and 
confectionery makers to small 
metalworkers and many oth-
ers. These enterprises must be 
supported to shift to clean fuels.

In sum, while Delhi can and 
should learn from Beijing — 
and from other cities around 
the world — it must develop its 
own clean-air strategy and make 
it work in Indian conditions. 
From a researcher’s perspective, 
it is clear Delhi’s air pollution 
challenge is far more complex 
than Beijing’s ever was. Social 
media chutki may earn likes and 
retweets, but cleaning Delhi’s air 
requires far more than a step-by-
step guide.

The writer is an 
environmentalist and 
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Public offi ce, private gain

SPECTRUM

The looming population bust

Political hubris

Sir, The rampant mushrooming of unauthorized 
fl ex banners and posters across major cities of the 
country, by politicians of all stripes is not just an 
eyesore; it is a blatant assault on the Prevention of 
Disfi gurement Act. It is a stinging irony that those 
who draft our laws are the primary architects of their 
violation. From birthdays to wedding anniversaries, 
every political party regardless of ideology has turned 
public squares into personal billboards. This vanity 
is funded by the taxpayer's sweat and results in mas-
sive plastic waste, choking our environment. When 
public spaces are hijacked for personal glorifi cation, 
the “rule of law” becomes a mockery. If our repre-
sentatives cannot respect the sanctity of our streets, 
how can they demand civic discipline from citizens? 
The authorities must shed their selective blindness 
and hold these “lawmakers” accountable. We need a 
city defi ned by its heritage, not by the plastic ego of 
its politicians. Vijaykumar HK, RAICHUR

What the soul sees and has 
experienced, that it knows; the 
rest is appearance, prejudice 
and opinion. 
 SRI AUROBINDO

NO BEIJING MODEL FOR DELHI
POLLUTION CONTROL

W hile many people 
still view runaway 
population growth 

as today’s most urgent glob-
al challenge, falling fertility 
rates are the real demographic 
time bomb. Nearly two-thirds 
of people now live in countries 
where fertility is below the re-
placement rate of 2.1 children 
per woman. The UN expects 
the world’s population to peak 
in the 2080s, with some scholars 
arguing that the turning point 
may arrive even sooner.

The consequences of this shift 
are already visible. As the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development’s (EBDR’s) lat-
est Transition Report shows, the 
median age in advanced econo-
mies has risen from 29 in 1950 
to 41 in 2023. The trend is even 
more pronounced in Central 
and Eastern Europe: the median 
age in Croatia and Bulgaria now 
stands at 45 and 44, respectively, 
while in Poland it has reached 
42. In Nigeria, by contrast, the 
median age is just 18.

What sets Central and East-
ern European economies apart 
is that their demographic tran-
sitions are unfolding at income 
levels 3-4 times lower than was 
the case for advanced econo-
mies. In other words, they are 
growing old before they grow 
rich, leaving them with limited 
capacity to sustain growth.

Declining fertility refl ects 
profound shifts in social norms 

and cultural attitudes toward 
family planning, as people 
marry later in life and, increas-
ingly, do not marry at all. The 
EBRD report fi nds that more 
than three-quarters of baby 
boomers in the EU's eastern 
member states were married 
by their early 30s. Among mil-
lennials, that fi gure has fallen 
to roughly two-thirds.

At the same time, mother-
hood has changed. Women 
are becoming mothers later in 
life, owing to longer education, 
shifting gender roles, and evolv-
ing career aspirations. Since 
1990, the average age of fi rst-
time mothers has increased 
from 24 to 29 in Croatia, from 
nearly 24 to 28 in Poland, and 
from 26.8 to 31.5 in Spain. A 
growing share of women have 
no children, while those who 
do typically have fewer than 
in previous generations.

Later motherhood and per-
sistent economic pressures re-
duce the likelihood of having 
larger families. As a result, ma-
ny people have fewer children 
than they may want. Surveys 
show that in the world's richest 
countries, respondents have, on 
average, one child fewer than 
their stated ideal. In poor coun-
tries, where fertility rates remain 
high, the opposite is the case.

The combination of falling 
fertility and rising life expec-
tancy implies rapidly aging 
populations and shrinking 

workforces, which will in-
crease the number of retirees 
relative to workers and erode 
living standards. According to 
the EBRD's projections, demo-
graphic headwinds will shave 
an average of 0.4 percentage 
points off annual GDP per cap-
ita growth in emerging Euro-
pean economies through 2050.

Structural reforms could mit-
igate some of these demographic 
pressures. Raising the pension 
age, for example, would extend 
productive working lives. In-
creased immigration could help 
supplement shrinking labor 
forces, while technological inno-
vation could boost productivity.

But none of these measures 
would be easy to implement or 
realize. As France's abandoned 
pension reform illustrates, rais-
ing the retirement age remains 
deeply unpopular. Similarly, 
increased migration, especial-
ly at the scale required to offset 
demographic decline, would 
invariably face strong voter 
resistance in countries where 
immigration has become a ma-
jor political fault line. And while 
AI advances may enable some 
workers to become more pro-
ductive, many others will be dis-
placed and require retraining.

The greatest obstacle, how-
ever, may be aging itself. As 
societies age, so do electorates, 
with older voters increasingly 
shaping policy outcomes. Turn-
ing out in higher numbers, they 

tend to favour higher spend-
ing on pensions, health care, 
and defence while showing far 
less enthusiasm for immigra-
tion, education, or short-term 
risk-taking in pursuit of long-
term growth.

Political leadership is aging 
as well, particularly in coun-
tries with entrenched incum-
bents, narrowing the space for 
critical pension reforms, la-
bour-market adjustments, and 
pro-immigration policies. Re-
versing this trend will require 
not only bold policy choices but 
also sustained efforts to mobi-
lize younger voters.

Despite these constraints, de-
mography need not be destiny. 
Reforms that take effect gradu-
ally, including pension adjust-
ments, are often more political-
ly palatable when enacted well 
in advance. What is needed is 
political courage: a willingness 
to explain diffi cult trade-offs, 
resist short-term pressures, 
and act before demographic 
realities close off available op-
tions. Only leaders prepared to 
address those realities today – 
and, crucially, bring younger 
voters into the debate – can en-
sure shared prosperity in the 
decades ahead.

 The writer is Chief Econ-
omist of the European Bank 

for Reconstruction and 
Development. 
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While exact fi gures are unavailable, it is 
clear that Beijing spent billions of dollars 

to clean its air. That scale of expenditure is 
simply not feasible for India

DELHI FACES 
CHALLENGES 

BEIJING NEVER 
HAD TO 

CONFRONT. 
THE MOST 

PROMINENT 
IS STUBBLE 

BURNING A citizen of 
Burkina Faso, 

a country with 
no history of 
threatening 

US security, is 
barred from 
entering the 
country, but 
a national of 
Bangladesh, 

which is beset 
by Islamist 

violence and 
anti-American 

extremism, 
is not

Chandra Bhushan

Brahma Chellaney

THE 
COMBINATION 

OF FALLING 
FERTILITY AND 

RISING LIFE 
EXPECTANCY 

IMPLIES 
RAPIDLY AGING 

POPULATIONS 
AND SHRINKING 

WORKFORCES

Beata Javorcik

WISDOM CORNER

The mind is the root from which all things grow if you can 
understand the mind, everything else is included.  
 BODHIDHARMA

He who learns but does not think, is lost! He who thinks but 
does not learn is in great danger. 
 CONFUCIUS

The snow goose need not bathe to make itself white. Neither 
need you do anything but be yourself.
 LAO TZU

Dangerous convergence 

Sir, Images of a handcuffed Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro, de-
tained by American forces, evoke unsettling historical parallels—most 
notably the capture of Iraq's Saddam Hussein in 2003. Such moments 
force an uncomfortable question: what remains of international law and 
multilateral institutions when powerful states act unilaterally against 
the elected leaders of sovereign nations? In hindsight, the failure to 
substantiate the charges against Hussein stands as a cautionary tale. 
Against this backdrop, concerns surrounding Venezuela are not merely 
about one country or one leader, but about the precedent such actions 
set in an already fragile global order. The implications extend far beyond 
Latin America. Similar ambitions are visible elsewhere, particularly 
in Eastern Europe, where Russia's war in Ukraine has normalised the 
language of arrest, regime change, and territorial absorption. Moscow’s 
claims of drone attacks targeting President Vladimir Putin's residence, 
whether verifi ed or not, have intensifi ed rhetoric of retaliation. In such 
an atmosphere, the prospect of Kyiv facing pressures similar to Cara-
cas no longer seems implausible. The dangerous convergence of power 
politics and personal vendettas has become a defi ning feature of con-
temporary confl ict.   Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH 
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ARUNACHAL 

PRADESH MAHARASHTRA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 8: Several prom-
inent candidates in the upcom-
ing Mumbai civic polls, includ-
ing former mayor Kishori Ped-
nekar, have declared a sharp 
rise in assets since 2017, accord-
ing to affi davits uploaded by the 
State Election Commission.

As many as 1,700 candidates 
are in the fray for the 227-ward 
Brihanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) elections sched-
uled January 15.

Shiv Sena (UBT) candidate 
and former city mayor Kishori 
Pednekar, contesting from Lower 
Parel (ward 199) in central Mum-
bai, has declared total assets of 
Rs 5.26 crore, a 226 per cent in-
crease from Rs 1.61 crore in 2017.

Pednekar, who served as 
Mumbai mayor from 2019 to 2022, 
has declared immovable and 
movable assets of Rs 4.69 crore 
and Rs 57 lakh, respectively.

Shiv Sena (Shinde faction) 
candidate Samadhan Sarvan-
kar, son of former MLA Sada 
Sarvankar and seeking a sec-
ond term, has declared assets 
of Rs 46.59 crore, a steep rise of 
394 per cent from Rs 9.43 crore 
in 2017. The Sena candidate, 

who has listed his profession 
as business, has immovable as-
sets of Rs 40.59 crore, along with 
substantial movable assets, as 
per the affi davit.

Former MLA Yamini Jad-
hav (Shiv Sena candidate from 
Mazagaon area ward 209), 
wife of former corporator and 
ex-chairman of BMC’s standing 
committee, Yashwant Jadhav, 
has Rs 14.57 crore of assets, in-
cluding immovable properties 
of Rs 11.28 crore and movable 
properties of Rs 3.28 crore.

In 2024, when she contested 
the Maharashtra assembly 
elections, she had declared total 
assets of Rs 10.10 crore, along 
with loans of Rs 52 lakh from 
fi nancial institutions.

Gangster-turned-politician 
Arun Gawali’s daughter, Gee-
ta Gawali, who is contesting 
from the Byculla-Agripada area 
(ward 212) and seeking anoth-
er term, has declared assets of 
Rs 7.26 crore, including Rs 4.70 
crore in immovable proper-
ties, compared to Rs 3.38 crore 
during the 2019 assembly polls.

Her younger sister, Yogita 
Gawali (ward 207), who is con-
testing civic elections for the 
fi rst time from the Chinchpok-

li-Byculla area (ward 207), has 
declared assets of Rs 3.65 crore, 
including Rs 1.19 crore in mov-
able assets.

Neil Somaiya (35), former 
corporator and son of BJP lead-
er Kirit Somaiya, has declared 
total assets worth Rs 9.89 crore, 
a 400 per cent rise against Rs 
1.99 crore in 2017. His assets in-
clude Rs 5.72 crore and Rs 4.16 
crore in movable and immov-
able properties, respectively, as 
per the affi davit.

Prabhakar Shinde, another 
prominent BJP leader in the 
BMC, has assets of Rs 17.63 
crore, compared to Rs 11.9 crore 
in 2017 (48 per cent rise).

Former Shiv Sena (UBT) cor-
porator Sachin Padwal, contest-
ing from the Sewri area (ward 
206) and seeking a second term, 
has declared assets worth Rs 
5.4 crore, up from Rs 65.06 lakh 
nine years ago, a rise of over 
700 per cent. He has immovable 
properties of Rs. 3.54 crore in 
immovable properties.

Tejasvini Ghosalkar, who 
recently joined the BJP after 
quitting Shiv Sena (UBT) and 
is contesting from ward 2 in the 
Dahisar area, has declared as-
sets of Rs 5.15 crore, as against 
Rs 25.82 lakh in 2017.

Congress candidate from 
ward 1 in Dahisar, Sheetal Mha-
tre, has shown total assets of Rs 
4.27 crore, compared to Rs 17.29 
lakh in the last civic polls. She 
has declared immovable and 
movable assets of Rs 1.22 crore 
and Rs 3.05 crore, respectively.

The last date for fi ling the 
nomination papers was Decem-
ber 30. While the affi davits of 
several candidates contesting 
the January 15 civic polls have 
been uploaded on the BMC's 
website, those of some mom-
inees were not published till 
late Wednesday night.

FROM 2017 TO 2026

Assets of several BMC poll 
candidates see steep jump

As many as 1,700 candidates are in the fray for the 227-ward 
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation elections scheduled January 15

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, Jan 8: Arunachal Pradesh’s 
West Kameng district administration 
has imposed strict regulations on trans-
portation of hazardous goods through 
the strategically important Sela Tun-
nel, citing public safety and the need to 
prevent untoward incidents inside the 
underpass.

According to an order by deputy 
commissioner Akriti Sagar, move-
ment of vehicles carrying hazardous 
materials through the Sela Tunnel will 
now be allowed only during fi xed time 
windows.

According to the order, vehicles car-
rying infl ammable liquids such as pet-
rol and LPG will be permitted to pass 
through the tunnel between 1 pm and 3 
pm, while night-time movement will be 
allowed only between 11 pm and 4 am.

The administration has also clari-
fi ed that Army vehicles transporting 
hazardous materials may be allowed 
to cross the tunnel strictly as per con-
voy movement, after prior intimation 
to the tunnel safety offi cer.

The order further outlines compre-
hensive winter and monsoon traffi c 
management measures.

The Border Roads Organisation 
(BRO) has been made responsible for 
ensuring that the tunnel remains traf-
fi c-worthy through adequate deploy-

ment of manpower, equipment and 
regular maintenance.

Traffic police will manage vehic-
ular movement, including diversion 
of vehicles when required. During 
snowy conditions, civil police de-
ployed at Padma and Dirang towns 
will ensure that snow chains are 
fitted on vehicles entering the tun-
nel road. A set of mandatory safety 
instructions has also been issued. 
All vehicles carrying dangerous 
goods must be equipped with au-
tomatic self-extinguishing devic-
es, while firefighting equipment 
such as extinguishers and hydrants 
must be installed inside the tunnel 
and kept clearly visible and easily 
accessible.

Overtaking inside the tunnel has 
been strictly prohibited, and vehi-
cles carrying hazardous goods must 
maintain a safe distance from other 
vehicles at all times.

The order states that any vehicle 
transporting hazardous materials 
must inform the tunnel safety officer 
at least 24 hours in advance to enable 
preparation of a proper hazardous 
passage manifest.

The maximum speed limit inside 
the tunnel has been capped at 40 km 
per hour, and both overtaking and 
halting inside the tunnel are strictly 
prohibited.

Movement of hazardous 
goods through Sela Tunnel 
regulated for public safety

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, Jan 8: The 
Arunachal Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries (ACCI) 
Thursday raised concern 
over the growing infl ux of 
Bangladeshi products into 
Indian markets, saying that 
unchecked entry of foreign 
brands is hurting local traders, 
MSMEs and indigenous entre-
preneurs, particularly in the 
sensitive border state.

ACCI president Tarh Na-
chung, in a statement, said 
local traders face signifi cant-
ly higher transportation and 
operational costs, making it 
diffi cult to compete with low-
priced imported goods.

He cautioned that the trend 
threatens local employment, 
traditional trades and runs 
contrary to the national vision 
of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and 
‘Vocal for Local’.

The ACCI also expressed 
concern over reported in-
cidents of violence against 
Hindus in Bangladesh. Citing 
reports, the chamber said six 
Hindus have been killed in the 
last 18 days, including Rana 
Pratap Bairagi and Sarat Mani 

Chakraborty January 5.
Describing these incidents 

as inhuman and deeply dis-
turbing, the chamber said it 
was shocked to see the ris-
ing presence of Bangladeshi 
brands in India even as mem-
bers of the minority communi-
ty continue to face violence in 
Bangladesh.

It said the growing market 
footprint of such brands is im-
pacting local trade and small 
businesses.

The ACCI pointed out that 
products of Bangladeshi com-
panies have gained access 
across the country, including 
the Northeast.

While reiterating respect 
for lawful international trade 
and regional cooperation, the 
chamber cautioned that un-
regulated or excessive market 
penetration is creating unfair 
competition for local trad-
ers, MSMEs and indigenous 
businesses.

Underscoring the strategic 
and economic sensitivity of 
the Himalayan region, Na-
chung urged policymakers 
to adopt a region-specific ap-
proach while framing trade 
and market-access policies.

He cautioned that un-
checked inflow of for-
eign-branded products could 
weaken the fragile economic 
ecosystem of the Northeast.

The chamber also asked 
distributors of the identi-
fied foreign brands operat-
ing in the state to surrender 
their licences immediately, 
while retailers should sell 
or dispose of existing stocks 
within a week.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pune, Jan 8: The Prime Min-
isters’ Museum and Library 
(PMML) in New Delhi will 
preserve the correspondence 
and papers of veteran activist 
Anna Hazare, recognising his 
contribution to social reforms, 
rural development and anti-cor-
ruption movements, including 
the 2011 agitation for Lokpal, 
his close aide said.

A PMML team, led by Neeraj 
Kumar and Jitumani Sharma, 
under the guidance of Associate 
Director Ravi Mishra, arrived 
at Ralegan Siddhi, the activist’s 
native village in Maharashtra’s 
Ahilyanagar district, to initiate 
the process, Hazare’s associate 
Datta Awari claimed Wednesday.

Documents to be archived 
included material related to 
Hazare’s social work, the his-
toric 2011 Lokpal movement in 
New Delhi, village development 
initiatives, water conservation 
efforts and campaigns against 

corruption. These will be pre-
served at the PMML archives 
for historical and academic re-
search, he said.

Over the years, the Army-
man-turned-activist, who is 
in his 80s, has led numerous 
movements to promote rural 
development, increase trans-
parency in government func-
tioning, and curb corruption. 
He is a recipient of the Padma 
Bhushan, India’s third-highest 
civilian award.

Hazare’s papers are expected 
to hold signifi cant academic 
and historical value, given his 
leadership of the Lokpal move-
ment and long-standing work 
in rural development and the 
fi ght against corruption, said a 
release quoting PMML offi cials.

The PMML is an internation-
ally renowned autonomous ac-
ademic institution engaged in 
research on modern and con-
temporary Indian history. Its 
archives house institutional 
collections of organisations 
such as the AICC, Janata Par-
ty, DAV College Trust and 
Management Society, and 
personal papers of eminent 
fi gures, including Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi, Sya-
ma Prasad Mookerjee, Charan 
Singh, Chandrashekhar and 
Jayaprakash Narayan.

According to the release, 
the archives mainly consist of 
original correspondence, dia-
ries, unpublished documents, 
notes, speeches and articles of 
prominent personalities. The 
institution is also undertak-
ing a major digitisation proj-
ect to make archival material 
accessible to scholars.

ACCI fl ags infl ux of 
Bangladeshi products

ACCI president Tarh 
Nachung said local 

traders face signifi cantly 
higher transportation and 

operational costs, 
making it diffi cult to 

compete with low-priced 
imported goods

PRESS TRUIST OF INDIA

Pune, Jan 8: Noted ecolo-
gist Madhav Gadgil, known 
for his work on the conser-
vation of Western Ghats, 
has passed away in Pune 
after a brief illness, family 
sources said Thursday.

He was 83. Gadgil 
breathed his last late 
Wednesday night at a hospi-
tal in Pune, the sources said. 
He played a pioneering role 
in shaping India's ecological 
research and conservation 
policy.

Gadgil was the founder 
of the Centre for Ecologi-
cal Sciences at the Indian 
Institute of Science (IISc), 

Bangalore, and chairman of 
the Western Ghats Ecology 
Expert Panel (WGEEP), pop-
ularly known as the Gadgil 
Commission.

In 2024, the United Na-
tions presented Gadgil with 
the annual Champions of 
the Earth award, the UN’s 
highest environmental hon-
our, for his seminal work on 
the Western Ghats, a global 
biodiversity hotspot.

He had chaired the gov-
ernment-constituted West-
ern Ghats Ecology Expert 
Panel to study the impact 
of population pressure, 
climate change, and devel-
opment activities on the 
ecologically fragile region 

in India. In 2010, Gadgil 
was appointed chairman of 
the panel, which submitted 
a landmark report recom-
mending that a signifi cant 
portion of the Western 
Ghats be designated as eco-
logically sensitive. While 
the report triggered intense 
debate, it is widely regarded 
as a milestone in India’s en-
vironmental discourse.

Born in Pune May 24, 
1942, Gadgil hailed from an 
illustrious academic family. 

His father, Dhananjay Ram-
chandra Gadgil, was a noted 
economist and former direc-
tor of the Gokhale Institute.

Madhav Gadgil graduated 
in biology from Fergusson 
College in 1963 and com-
pleted his master’s degree 
in zoology from the Univer-
sity of Mumbai in 1965. He 
went on to pursue a PhD 
from Harvard University 
in 1969, where he worked 
on mathematical ecology 
and animal behaviour.

After returning to India 
in 1971, Gadgil joined the 
Indian Institute of Science 
in 1973.

During his tenure at IISc, 
he established key institu-

tions, including the Centre 
for Ecological Sciences and 
the Centre for Theoretical 
Studies, laying the founda-
tion for modern ecological 
research in the country.

He retired from IISc 
in 2004 and later contin-
ued his academic engage-
ment with the Aghark-
ar Research Institute in 
Pune and the University 
of Goa. Gadgil served on 
several high-level national 
and international bodies, 
including the Scientifi c Ad-
visory Council to the Prime 
Minister, the National Ad-
visory Council, and the Na-
tional Tiger Conservation 
Authority.

Over the years, the 
Armyman-turned-

activist, who is in his 
80s, has led 

numerous movements 
to promote rural 

development, increase 
transparency in 

government 
functioning, and curb 

corruption

FROM LOKPAL STIR TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Anna Hazare’s papers to 
be part of PMML archives

Champion of  Western Ghats conservation Madhav Gadgil dies
The United Nations presented Gadgil with 
the annual Champions of the Earth award, 

the UN’s highest environmental honour, 
for his seminal work on the Western 
Ghats, a global biodiversity hotspot



 I am wor-
ried about 
the Maternal 

Mortality Ratio 
(MMR) in Bengal, 
which at 104 is 
much higher 
than the national average. It 
has declined by only 11 per cent 
since 2010–11, while the national 
decline was 35 per cent

JP NADDA |  BJP PRESIDENT

Compared 
to 2023, 
there has 

been a 15 per 
cent reduction 
in crimes, a 25 
per cent drop in 
murder cases, and a 50 per cent 
reduction in robbery cases

BHAJANLAL SHARMA  | RAJASTHAN CM
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‘RAM’ APPEARS AS A DOG 
NAME OPTION IN EXAM
A multiple choice question on the name of a dog 
in an English test paper in government schools in 
Chhattisgarh’s Mahasamund district has triggered 
controversy and protests after ‘Ram’ was listed as 
one of the options. The question, in the half-yearly 
exam held Wednesday, asked Class IV students 
to identify the name of ‘Mona’s dog’ with options 
being ‘Bala’, ‘Sheru’, ‘No One’ and ‘Ram’

Today, labour is not available to big 
industrialists like Adani, Ambani. 

If MGNREGA is abolished in villages, the 
rural poor would again migrate to towns. 
When the poor come to towns again, Adani, 
Ambani will get labour. (Prime Minister) Na-
rendra Modi is ji conspiring to end the rural 
employment guarantee scheme to make us 
slaves to companies like the British East In-
dia Company and to make us bonded labour
A REVANTH REDDY | TELANGANA CM

Looking at 
Kumaras-
wamy’s 

attitude, it 
appears to me 
that the JD(S) 
may merge with 
the BJP soon. It will be good 
for us (Congress) if the merger 
happens, as there will be a di-
rect fi ght between two parties 
(Congress and BJP)

D K SHIVAKUMAR |  K’TAKA DEPUTY CM

Schoolgirl gangraped; 
YouTuber nabbed
Kanpur: A local YouTuber 
has been arrested while a 
police sub-inspector is on 
the run in connection with 
the alleged abduction and 
gang rape of a 14-year-old 
girl in the Sachendi area here, 
police said Wednesday.  The 
case has triggered high-
level administrative action, 
with Police Commissioner 
Raghubir Lal removing 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (West) Dinesh Chandra 
Tripathi and suspending 
Sachendi Station House 
Offi cer (SHO) Vikram Singh 
for alleged lapses and 
distortion of facts.  According 
to the police, the victim, 
a Class VII dropout, was 
allegedly abducted in a 
Mahindra Scorpio around 10 
pm Monday.

4 students killed in
high-speed crash 
Hyderabad: Four people died 
and another was injured after 
their speeding car crashed 
into a roadside tree near 
Mirzaguda here in the small 
hours of Thursday, police said. 
The incident occurred between 
1 am and 1.30 am under Mokila 
Police Station limits, they 
said. Preliminary investigation 
suggests that excessive speed 
was the cause of the accident.  
The impact was so severe 
that the car split into two, 
they said, adding that a 
girl student survived the 
crash and is undergoing 
treatment at a hospital.

Seven RSS-BJP 
activists get life term
Kannur (Kerala): A court 
in Thalassery here Thursday 
sentenced seven RSS-BJP 
activists to life imprisonment 
in connection with the 2008 
murder of a CPI(M) local leader. 
After hearing the accused, their 
counsel and the prosecution, 
the court later awarded life 
imprisonment to the seven 
convicts in the afternoon. The 
trial, which began January 7, 
2020, examined 30 prosecution 
witnesses, 90 documents 
and 27 material objects. 

Manoj Kumar Gupta 
new CJ of U’khand HC
New Delhi: Justice Manoj 
Kumar Gupta was appointed 
as the chief justice of the 
Uttarakhand High Court 
Thursday. At present, he is a 
judge of the Allahabad High 
Court. He will assume charge 
after the incumbent, Justice 
Guhanathan Narendar, demits 
offi ce Friday upon attaining 
the age of 62. Justice Gupta’s 
name was recommended for 
elevation by the Supreme 
Court Collegium last month.

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 8: The Su-
preme Court Thursday said it 
had not directed the removal 
of every dog from the streets 
and the directive was to treat 
these stray canines according 
to the Animal Birth Control 
(ABC) Rules.

While hearing arguments in 
the stray dogs case, the apex 
court observed that a dog can 
smell people who are either 
afraid of them or have suffered 
a dog bite and they attack such 
persons.

A three-judge special bench 
comprising Justices Vikram 
Nath, Sandeep Mehta and N V 
Anjaria was hearing the pleas 
including the ones fi led by dog 
lovers seeking modifi cation of 
its earlier orders and those for 

stringent compliance with the 
directives.

“We have not directed the 
removal of every dog from the 
streets. The direction is to treat 
them as per the rules,” Justice 
Mehta observed.

The bench heard submis-
sions of a battery of lawyers 
including senior advocates C 
U Singh, Krishnan Venugopal, 
Dhruv Mehta, Gopal Sanka-
ranarayanan, Shyam Divan, 
Sidharth Luthra and Karuna 
Nundy.

At the outset, senior advocate 
Gaurav Agarwal, who is assist-
ing the top court as an amicus 
curiae in the matter, informed 
the bench that four states had 
fi led their compliance affi davits 
in the matter Wednesday.

During his submissions, 
Singh said in places like Delhi, 

there is a rodent menace and 
the national capital also has a 
unique problem of monkeys.

He said the abrupt removal 
of canines would lead to an in-
crease in the rodent population, 
which has consequences.

Singh said they were not 
questioning the orders passed 

by the apex court and were only 
requesting the bench to revisit 
it only to modulate it.

The bench said, “Tell us how 
many dogs each hospital should 
have roaming around in the 
corridors, in wards, near pa-
tient beds?”

Singh said the top court’s in-

tention in the matter was un-
questionable and it had noted 
how the ABC Rules and orders 
passed by the courts were not 
implemented.

Venugopal said dogs cannot 
be in hospitals and till now, 
there has been no will to im-

plement the statutory rules. 
He said there was no budgetary 
allocation to ensure the imple-
mentation of the rules.

Another senior lawyer ar-
gued that a census and data on 
stray dogs were essential. When 
one of the advocates referred 
to the lack of infrastructure, 
including that of dog shelters, 
the bench said, “We are all con-
scious of that.”

Another counsel referred to 
the stray dog menace in resi-
dential complexes and said pub-
lic ways have to be kept safe.

The counsel referred to a re-
cent case where a pet dog was 
unleashed by a person on some-
body else. Several lawyers also 
gave suggestions to deal with 
the issue. The hearing in the 
matter remained inconclusive 
and would continue Friday.

While hearing 
arguments in the 
stray dogs case, the 
apex court observed 
that a dog can smell 
people who are either 
afraid of them or 
have suffered a dog 
bite and they attack 
such persons

STRAY 
DOGS CASE Not directed removal of every dog from streets: SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 8: A promi-
nent member of India's shoot-
ing coaching staff, Ankush 
Bhardwaj, has been suspend-
ed by the national federation 
after a minor shooter accused 
him of sexually assaulting her 
during the National Champi-
onships last month.

NRAI (National Rifl es As-
sociation of India) confi rmed 
that an FIR has been fi led 
against Bhardwaj in Farid-
abad. Bhardwaj, a resident 
of Mohali, has been booked 
under Section 6 of POCSO Act 
(aggravated sexual assault), 
and Section 351(2) of the Bhar-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita (criminal 
intimidation).

“NRAI has suspended him 
and we will issue a show-cause 
notice,” NRAI secretary Rajiv 
Bhatia told PTI. “He has been 
suspended on moral grounds. 
Now, he has to prove himself 
innocent. Till the inquiry is 
not completed, he will not be 
associated with any coaching 
activity,” he added.

Bhatia said NRAI had 
recommended Bhardwaj 
for a place in the 37-strong 
coaching team after the Paris 
Olympics in 2024.

“It was on the recommenda-
tion of the NRAI that he was 
appointed by SAI as one of the 
coaches. It is a case of sexual 
harassment which happened 
in Surajkund,” said Bhatia. 
Sports Ministry, taking cog-
nizance of the alleged crime, 
said, “All stakeholders have to 
share responsibility of ensur-
ing that youngsters who place 
their faith in coaches and sys-
tems don't have to go through 
something like this.”

According to the FIR fi led by 
the victim, she was targetted 
last month during the Nation-
al Championships at the Karni 
Singh Range.

The girl, who has been train-
ing with Bhardwaj since Au-
gust last year, stated that she 
was left traumatised by the 
incident and spoke up in front 
of her mother January 1 after 
being persistently probed.

Leopards Neelam, Tony, Pitambari, and Jerry rest at their enclosure on a cold winter day, at the Nawabganj 
Zoological Park, in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh  PTI PHOTO

National shooting
coach booked 
under POCSO Act

In a key meeting held at Rail 
Bhavan, New Delhi, Union 
Minister for Railways, Ash-

wini Vaishnaw, along with 
Union Ministers of State and 
Ravneet Singh, and senior offi -
cials, outlined an ambitious plan 
to introduce 52 major reforms 
in 2026. This bold initiative, 
aimed at modernising Indian 
Railways, will focus on safety, 
effi ciency, technology, and 
passenger satisfaction. The 
announcement came in the 
spirit of New Year resolutions, 
setting a clear path for system-
ic improvements throughout 
the year.

The most notable aspect of the 
reforms is the focus on safety. 
The Railway Ministry is target-
ing a reduction of consequential 
train accidents by nearly 90%, 
from 135 incidents in 2014-15 to 
just 11 by 2025-26. The long-term 
goal is even more ambitious—to 
bring this number down to a sin-
gle digit. This focus on safety 
aims to make Indian Railways 
one of the safest in the world.

In line with global technologi-
cal advancements, the Ministry 
is also accelerating the integra-
tion of Artifi cial Intelligence 
(AI) and other advanced tech-
nologies. These will be used 

to improve safety measures, 
streamline operations, and en-
hance maintenance practices. 
AI’s role in managing train 
schedules and improving oper-
ational effi ciency is expected to 
signifi cantly reduce delays and 
operational disruptions.

Another crucial area of re-
form is the revamp of talent 
and training programs. The 
Ministry plans to explore inno-
vative methods for managing 
and developing its workforce. 
This includes enhanced skill 
development initiatives and new 
leadership programs aimed at 
ensuring that the workforce is 
equipped to handle modern chal-
lenges in rail operations.

Passenger experience will also 
see a major overhaul, especial-
ly in food and catering services. 
The reforms will focus on im-
proving food quality, hygiene, 
and service standards, providing 
a more comfortable and satisfy-
ing journey for travelers.

With these wide-rang-
ing reforms, the Ministry is 
committed to a future where 
Indian Railways operates 
safely, effi ciently, and with a 
strong focus on passenger needs, 
ensuring a world-class travel 
experience. AGENCIES

Railways unveils ambitious
52-reform plan for 2026
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New Delhi, Jan 8: A day after 
a court-ordered anti-encroach-
ment drive triggered clashes 
and stone-pelting in central 
Delhi's Turkman Gate area, 
six more arrests have been 
made in connection with the 
violence, which left police per-
sonnel injured.

The total number of arrests 
made in the matter now stands 
at 11, including the apprehen-
sion of a juvenile.

Those arrested Thursday 
have been identifi ed as, Af-
aan, Adil, Shahnawaz, Ham-
za, Atharr and Ubed, all are 
residents of the Turkman 
Gate area. “We have arrested 
six more people. So far total of 
11 people, including one juve-
nile, have been apprehended,” 
Additional Commissioner of 
Police (Central) Nidhin Valsan 
told PTI.

He said that adequate deploy-
ment of police personnel and 
paramilitary forces has been 
made in the area to maintain 
law and order and prevent any 
untoward incident.

Offi cers are closely monitor-
ing the situation, he added.

An anti-encroachment drive 
near the Faiz-e-Elahi mosque in 
Delhi's Ramlila Maidan area on 
the intervening night of Tues-
day and Wednesday triggered 
violence as many people pelted 
stones at police personnel, in-
juring fi ve of them, including 
the area's station house offi cer.
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New Delhi, Jan 8: The Supreme 
Court Thursday said if the vice 
president can exercise the func-
tions of the president in the ab-
sence of the president, then why 
cannot the Rajya Sabha deputy 
chairman exercise the functions 
of the chairman in the absence of 
the chairman.

The remarks 
were made by a 
bench of Justices 
Dipankar Datta 
and S C Sharma 
which refused to 
agree with the 
submission made 
on behalf of Alla-
habad High Court 
judge Yashwant 
Varma that the 
deputy chairman 
of Rajya Sabha 
had no power to 
reject a motion 
and, under the 
Judges (Inquiry) 
Act of 1968, only the Speaker and 
the chairman have the power to 
accept or reject a motion against 
a judge.

Justice Varma was repatriat-
ed from the Delhi High Court to 
the Allahabad High Court after 
burnt wads of currency notes 
were found at his offi cial resi-
dence in New Delhi on March 
14. The bench, which reserved 
its verdict on Justice Varma’s 
plea challenging the legality of 
the parliamentary panel probing 
corruption charges against him, 
asked the parties to submit their 
written submissions by Monday.

Appearing for Varma, senior 
advocates Mukul Rohatgi and 
Siddharth Luthra told the bench 
that Article 91 of the Constitu-
tion, which allows the deputy 
chairman of the Rajya Sabha to 
perform the duties of the offi ce 
of the chairman in his absence, 
cannot be a basis for the deputy 
chairman to exercise the discre-
tionary powers specifi cally vest-

ed in the chairman according to 
the Judges (Inquiry) Act.

Luthra submitted that the 
matter could have waited until 
the new chairman was appoint-
ed. The then vice president 
and Rajya Sabha chairman 
Jagdeep Dhankar had resigned 
after which deputy chairman 
Harivansh rejected the impeach-

ment motion.
Rohatgi sub-

mitted that the 
Judges (Inquiry) 
Act did not au-
thorise the dep-
uty chairman to 
accept or reject 
the impeachment 
motion and only 
the Lok Sabha 
Speaker and Rajya 
Sabha chairman 
can do that.

Rejecting the 
submission, the 
bench said, "The 
Constitution does 
not work in a vac-

uum. If the vice president can 
exercise the functions of the 
president in the absence of the 
president, can't the Rajya Sabha 
deputy chairman exercise the 
functions of the chairman in the 
latter's absence?"

Justice Datta further told Ro-
hatgi that in the absence of the 
president, if the vice president 
can sign the warrants of appoint-
ment for judges in his capacity 
as acting president, then why 
can the deputy chairman not 
accept or reject the impeach-
ment motion in the absence of 
the chairman. "The country has 
to move on. There cannot be any 
vacuum," Justice Datta said.

Rohatgi said the deputy chair-
man can perform the normal 
duties of the chairman but the 
Judges (Inquiry) Act only refers 
to the Lok Sabha Speaker and 
Rajya Sabha chairman, and no 
provision says that the chair-
man will "mean and include" 
the deputy chairman.

A bench of Justices 
Dipankar Datta and 
SC Sharma rejected 

the argument 
made on behalf of 
Yashwant Varma 

that only the Speaker 
and Chairman have 
the power to accept 

or reject a motion 
against a judge 

under the Judges 
(Inquiry) Act of 1968

JUSTICE VARMA IMPEACHMENT ROW

ED RAIDS ON I-PAC

SC: Why can’t RS dy 
chairman perform 
duties of chairman

TURKMAN GATE VIOLENCE

Six more arrested, total 
arrests now stand at 11
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Kolkata, Jan 8: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee announced a protest rally 
Friday against the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) search-
es on political consultancy fi rm 
I-PAC's offi ce and its director 
Pratik Jain's residence, claim-
ing such actions by central 
agencies are politically moti-
vated ahead of elections.

Assembly polls in the state 
are likely to take place after a 
couple of months.

Speaking at the inauguration 
of a transit camp at Babughat 
for the Gangasagar Mela here 
Thursday, Banerjee said, “If 
they attack us over SIR, make 
out a false case against me or 
try to steal our documents, 
should I not try to resist such 
attempts?”

She added, “They have sto-
len everything, all data, SIR 

list,” referring to Thursday’s 
ED raids, claiming that such 
activities of the central agen-
cies “take place before the 
elections”.

Challenging the Centre over 
the searches, she said, “Tomor-
row I will lead a protest rally 
from Jadavpur 8B bus stand to 
Hazra crossing.”

Asking people to participate 
in the over 5-km long rally, Ba-
nerjee said that she will defi nite-
ly respond if she is attacked.

The ED Thursday conducted 
searches at the offi ce of I-PAC 
and the home of its director Pra-
tik Jain in Kolkata as part of a 
money laundering probe into an 
alleged multi-crore rupee coal 
pilferage scam.

The I-PAC’s offi ce in Salt 
Lake and Jain’s house on Loud-
on Street were among about 10 
premises, including four in Del-

hi, raided by the federal probe 
agency in the presence of para-
military teams.

Stating that her government 
had laid the foundation of a 
bridge over Muriganga river to 
connect Sagar Island, where the 
Gangasagar Mela takes place, 
with the mainland, the chief 
minister claimed that the Cen-
tre does not provide any funds 
for the fair despite requesting 
for 10 years.

The chief minister said the 
nearly 5-km long four-lane 
bridge being built at a cost of 
`1,670 crore will be completed 
within two to three years.

“They give everything for 
Kumbh Mela, but not a single 
paisa here,” Banerjee said.

“They indulge in attacks not 
only against our party (TMC), 
but also against our govern-
ment,” Banerjee said.

“Insaniyat aur insaaf ke liye 
hamara ladai jari rahega (Our 
fi ght for humanity and justice 
will continue),” she said.

Stating that she works for 
all people of all faiths, she said, 
“Swami Vivekananda said reli-
gion is not to divide but to bring 
together all.”

Taking a dig at the saffron 
party, she said, “This is not 
their Swamiji, but the Swamiji 
of all Indians.” Banerjee main-
tained that she does not give 
credence to those who divide 
people in the name of religion.

Speaking at the 
inauguration of a transit 
camp Banerjee said, “If 
they attack us over SIR, 
make out a false case 

against me or try to steal 
our documents, should 
I not try to resist such 

attempts?”

Mamata to protest today



Before 2014:
Government 
advertisements 
focused on 
public welfare 
and national 
development.

After 2014:
Government advertising has 
turned into a nonstop personality 
cult of Narendra Modi.
 @mohitlaws
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QUAKE HITS ASSAM
A 3.9 magnitude earthquake hit As-
sam Thursday evening, three days 
after a 5.1 tremor jolted the state 
and its neighbouring areas. Accord-
ing to offi cials, the latest quake had 
its epicentre in Udalguri district and 
lay at a depth of 10 km

Tell me which issue I have 
remained silent on. There is 
none. If anyone wants fur-
ther answers, the Assembly 
session is coming up. Mem-
bers can raise questions 
there, and we will respond
OMAR ABDULLAH | J&K CM

12 suspended Cong
councillors join BJP
Thane: Twelve newly-elected 
councillors in the Ambernath 
Municipal Council in the 
district, suspended by the 
Congress for joining a post-poll 
front led by the BJP, have 
formally joined the saffron 
party. The Congress slammed 
the BJP over the development, 
pointing out that while it took 
action against the councillors, 
the BJP welcomed them into its 
fold even though Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis had called 
the alliance unacceptable.

CBI arrests Vodafone 
area sales manager 
New Delhi: The CBI has 
arrested an area sales manager 
of Vodafone for allegedly 
facilitating the fraudulent 
issuance of bulk SIM cards, 
which were used by a cyber-
criminal gang involved in large-
scale phishing operations, 
offi cials said Thursday. 
The alleged role of Binu 
Vidhyadharan, posted as the 
Vodafone area sales manager, 
New Delhi, surfaced during a 
CBI probe into a cyber-criminal 
gang operating from 
Delhi-NCR and Chandigarh in 
December last year.

German envoy meets 
Defence Secretary
New Delhi: German 
ambassador Philipp Ackermann 
held talks with Defence 
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh 
Thursday and discussed 
possible co-production 
of military hardware and 
equipment.  The meeting 
came days ahead of a visit to 
India by German Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz.  There have 
been speculations that India and 
Germany may fi nalise an inter-
governmental agreement during 
Merz's visit for supply of six stealth 
submarines to the Indian Navy.  
Merz is visiting India from January 
12 to 13. Following Ackermann's 
meeting with Singh, the defence 
ministry said the ambassador and 
the defence secretary discussed 
a range of bilateral security 
and defence issues including 
"priority areas for co-
development and co-production 
of defence equipment".

The Congress 
needs Gand-
hi’s name but 

has no concern for 
his principles or 
the welfare 
of the poor

ANURAG THAKUR | BJP MP

The Census 
will bring 
more unfor-

tunate news for 
Assam. The num-
ber of Bangladeshi 
Muslims will touch 
nearly 40 per cent (of 
total state’s population)

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

There will 
be a few 
conmen who 

will promise you 
government jobs 
for a price. But 
rest assured that 
the entire process of recruitment 
is happening through the Staff 
Selection Commission which has 
adopted a transparent process

PRAMOD SAWANT  |  GOA CM

SHORT TAKES
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Patna/Araria/Kishanganj, 
Jan 8: Several courts in Bihar 
Thursday received bomb threat 
emails, prompting searches by 
security forces on the court 
premises, offi cials said.

The threats were later found 
to be hoaxes. Security was tigh-
tend at the Patna Civil court 
following a bomb threat email 
received by the authorities. 
The entire court premises was 
searched thoroughly but no sus-
picious object was found, Patna 
(Central) SP Diksha told PTI.

The search operation was 
carried out without causing 
any inconvenience to the peo-
ple, she said. “Prima facie, the 
mail appears to be a hoax”, the 
SP said.

“A bomb threat through 
email was received by one of 
the senior judges of Patna civ-
il court Thursday morning. It 
was mentioned in the mail that 
explosives were planted inside 
the civil court premises. Secu-
rity was immediately tightened 
on the court premises, and the 
bomb disposal squad and dog 
squad were engaged in the se-
curity drill,” an offi cial said.

Offi ces within the court 
premises were thoroughly 
checked, and nothing was 
found," the SP told PTI.

A case has been registered 
and the cyber cell has also been 
engaged to trace the origin of 
the email.

A decision has also been tak-
en to conduct a security audit of 
the Patna civil court, she added.

Similarly, a bomb threat 
email was received by the offi ce 
of the district judge in Araria 
district, which triggered a swift 
emergency response and evac-
uation, Anjani Kumar, Araria 
SP, told reporters.

The mail, which said explo-
sives were planted in the civil 
court, appeared hoax, he said 
adding a case has been registered 
and further investigation is on.
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New Delhi, Jan 8: Jailed cli-
mate activist Sonam Wangc-
huk's wife, Gitanjali J Angmo, 
told the Supreme Court Thurs-
day that the tenor of her hus-
band's speech was not to prop-
agate violence, but to quell it, 
and facts are being manipulat-
ed to portray him as a criminal.

Angmo also told the top court 
that Wangchuk was not provid-
ed with the “complete grounds” 
of his detention and was not 
given a proper opportunity to 
make a representation to the 
authority concerned against 
detention.

Hearing in the matter re-
mained inconclusive and will 
continue January 12. 

Wangchuk was detained 
under the stringent National 
Security Act (NSA) Septem-
ber 26, 2025, two days after 
violent protests demanding 

statehood and Sixth Schedule 
status for Ladakh left four peo-
ple dead and 90 injured in the 
Union territory. The govern-
ment has accused him of incit-
ing the violence.

The NSA empowers the Cen-
tre and states to detain indi-
viduals to prevent them from 
acting in a manner “prejudicial 
to the defence of India”. The 
maximum detention period is 
12 months, though it can be re-
voked earlier.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
appearing for Angmo, told a 
bench of Justices Aravind Ku-
mar and Prasanna B Varale 
that Wangchuk was detained by 
the administration to prevent 
him from indulging in the prej-
udicial activities.

Playing a video of Wangc-
huk's speech in the top court, 
Sibal said the climate activist 
made a speech while breaking 
his hunger strike.
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New Delhi, Jan 8:  Delhi As-
sembly Speaker Vijender Gupta 
Thursday directed a forensic ex-
amination of a video that carries 
the alleged insult to Guru Tegh 
Bahadur and referred the matter 
to the Privileges Committee.

The Winter session of the 
Assembly was paralysed for 
the second day in a row as the 
BJP MLAs trooped into the well 
of the House demanding action 
against Leader of the Opposi-
tion Atishi.

Opposition AAP MLAs also 
protested, shouting slogans and 
waving posters.

The BJP MLAs Tuesday ac-
cused Atishi of "insulting" the 
Sikh Guru after a special dis-
cussion on a programme held by 
the Delhi government to mark 
his 350th martyrdom anniversa-
ry in November last year.

Gupta said that both the rul-
ing party and the Opposition 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) mem-
bers have demanded a forensic 
examination of the video clip.

He ordered the forensic 
probe report to be submitted 
within 15 days.

"The matter related to the 
remarks allegedly made by the 
Leader of Opposition regarding 
Sikh Gurus has been referred 
by Speaker Vijender Gupta to 
the Privileges Committee for 
examination and report," a 
statement from the Delhi As-
sembly secretariat read.

On Thursday, the speaker 
adjourned the House for the 
entire day amid protests. It was 
adjourned without transacting 
any business Wednesday also.

The session has been ex-
tended for one day to complete 
important business, including 
tabling of CAG reports, motion 
of thanks on LG address to the 
House, tabling of Jan Vishwas 
Bill, and appropriation Bills.

Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Parvesh Verma demand-
ed a time-bound completion of 
the probe into the matter by the 
Privileges Committee.

Bomb threat emails 
target Bihar courts

SIKH GURU ROW

Assembly Speaker 
orders forensic 
probe of video

A cameleer tries to comfort his camel by blowing warm air onto it, during the chilly winter morning, in Bikaner, 
Rajasthan PTI PHOTO

Tenor of Wangchuk’s speech not
to spread violence, wife tells SC
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Mumbai, Jan 8: Shiv Sena 
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thacker-
ay Thursday said there was 
no alternative to the unity 
of the Congress and regional 
Opposition parties at the 
national level, and blamed 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
for "breaking" his party.

Use-and-throw has been the 
BJP's policy and it has reduced 
the Shiv Sena faction led by 
Eknath Shinde to a “doormat”, 
the former Maharashtra chief 
minister said in an interview to 
PTI Videos ahead of the all-im-
portant election to the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) January 15.

His cousin, Maharashtra 
Navnirman Sena chief Raj 
Thackeray, and him will never 
part ways now that they have 
come together after several 
years, Uddhav said.

Responding to the question 
whether the INDIA bloc still 
exists, Uddhav said, “Probe 
a bit and check whether the 
INDIA bloc is there or not. It 
is true that we met only once 
after Parliamentary polls at 
Rahul ji's (Rahul Gandhi) 
residence.”

Congress unilaterally de-
clared that it wanted an alli-
ance with Shiv Sena (UBT) for 
the civic polls but not with the 
other parties (MNS) which are 
with the Sena, he said.

“(Sharad) Pawar saheb 
(NCP-SP) is with us (in the 
BMC polls). Congress is not 
with us. At the national level 
we want everyone to be togeth-
er. We, other regional parties 
and Congress should be there. 
There should be an attempt to 

(come together). I don't see any 
other alternative to it,” Thac-
keray asserted.

The Congress, an important 
partner in the Opposition's 
Maha Vikas Aghadi in Maha-
rashtra, decided to go solo in 
the BMC polls citing Shiv Sena 
(UBT)'s alliance with the MNS 
which is known for its strident 
anti-North Indian stand.

When asked whether the 
MNS will be part of the IN-
DIA bloc in future, Thackeray 
said, “Currently, the Shiv Se-
na (UBT) and MNS have come 
together. Anyone else who 
wants to come can join us. It's 
their wish. We are not going to 
ask them if they want to come 
along.”

On his stormy relations with 
the BJP, he said, "I am sad and 
angry that I campaigned for Na-
rendra Modi in 2014 and 2019. 
Even after helping him twice, 
he broke my party.

"I was (then) saying that he 
should be made prime minister. 
Now, he is saying that I should 
be fi nished,” Thackeray added.

He also alleged that separat-
ing Mumbai from Maharashtra 

was the “old dream” of the BJP.
“Now they think that (Ud-

dhav's father and Sena found-
er) Balasaheb Thackeray 
is not there (and) they have fi n-
ished off the Sena on paper. But 
they can't do so on the ground,” 
he said.

"BJP's tendency is to use and 
throw. This bad tendency was 
not there during Atal ji's (Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee) time. The BJP 
has turned the Eknath Shin-
de-led Shiv Sena into a door-
mat," Thackeray said.

Shinde, notably, split the 
Shiv Sena led by Thackeray in 
June 2022, and formed a govern-
ment with the BJP's support.

On his rapprochement with 
cousin Raj Thackeray, Uddhav 
said they have come together 
"after much thought and un-
derstanding."

The once-estranged cous-
ins, fi ghting for survival after 
the drubbing their respective 
parties received in the 2024 as-
sembly elections, announced 
an alliance last month ahead 
of the polls in Mumbai and 28 
other municipal corporations 
in Maharashtra.

NO ALTERNATIVE TO 
OPPN UNITY: UDDHAV
Use-and-throw has been the BJP’s policy and it has reduced the Shiv Sena faction led 

by Eknath Shinde to a “doormat”, the former Maharashtra chief minister said 
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Noida, Jan 8: Several residents 
of Greater Noida's Delta 1 Sector 
fell ill after allegedly consuming 
contaminated drinking water, 
prompting health concerns and 
complaints of sewage mixing 
with the supply line, offi cials 
and residents said.

The affected residents re-
ported symptoms such as vom-
iting, fever, stomachache and 
loose motions after consuming 
tap water in parts of the sector 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

However, offi cials of the 
Greater Noida Industrial De-
velopment Authority (GNIDA) 
denied any mixing of sewage 
with the potable water supply, 
claiming tests conducted so far 
found the water to be clean.

Rishipal Bhati, a resident 
and former president of the 
local residents' welfare associ-
ation (RWA), told PTI on Thurs-
day that overfl ow of sewage 
and leakage in pipelines, par-
ticularly in C Block, led to the 
problem.

“Around six to seven fam-
ilies fell ill with symptoms 

such as vomiting, fever and 
loose motions after consuming 
contaminated water,” he said, 
adding that similar complaints 
had earlier surfaced from other 
blocks as well.

The incident follows height-
ened concern over water 
safety following recent cases 
reported from Indore in Mad-
hya Pradesh, where multiple 
deaths were linked to the con-
sumption of contaminated wa-
ter, and from Gandhinagar in 
Gujarat, where several people 
reportedly fell ill due to pollut-
ed water supply. Authorities 
across states have since stepped 
up monitoring and testing of 
drinking water sources.

The residents of Delta 1 al-
leged that sewage water from 
blocked sewer lines was mix-
ing with broken pipelines and 
reaching household taps.

A resident complained of a 
severe stomachache after con-
suming tap water, while others 
said water leakage has been a 
recurring issue in the sector.

Harendra Bhati, a resident 
of Beta 1 Sector located nearby, 
claimed that sewage overfl ow is 
a common problem in several 
parts of Greater Noida.

“I have raised the issue mul-
tiple times, but no permanent 
solution has been implement-
ed,” he said.

GNIDA offi cials said the au-
thority took immediate note of 
the complaints on Wednesday, 
with a water department team 
visiting the affected homes and 
testing water samples.

WATER CONTAMINATION

Several fall ill in 
Greater Noida

The incident follows heightened concern over water 
safety following recent cases reported from Indore in 
Madhya Pradesh, where multiple deaths were linked 

to the consumption of contaminated water

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 8: The winter 
chill deepened Thursday across 
northern states, as fringes of 
Dal Lake and several other wa-
ter bodies froze in Jammu and 
Kashmir, and mercury plunged 
further in the national capital 
and Uttar Pradesh.

Icy cold wave conditions 
continued in most parts of Hi-
machal Pradesh as well, with  
sub-zero temperatures in 13 
districts and  near-zero in four, 
offi cials said.

In Jammu and Kashmir, sev-
eral places, including Srinagar, 
experienced the coldest night of 
the season as cold conditions 
tightened their grip in Kash-
mir with a signifi cant fall in 
the minimum temperature in 
most parts.

The bone-chilling cold condi-
tions led to the freezing of the 
fringes of several water bod-
ies, including the famous Dal 
Lake here. Srinagar record-
ed a low of minus 5.1 degrees 

Celsius on Wednesday night, 
down 3.5 degrees from minus 
1.6 degrees Celsius Tuesday 
night, offi cials said.

They said it was the season's 
coldest night in the city, and the 
minimum temperature was 3.2 
degrees below the season's nor-
mal. The tourist resort of Sona-
marg in central Kashmir's Gan-
derbal district was the coldest 
recorded place in Jammu and 
Kashmir as it shivered at a low 
of minus 9.8 degrees Celsius, 
they said.

The night temperature in 

Gulmarg in north Kashmir's 
Baramulla district settled at 
a low of minus 9.2 degrees Cel-
sius, down from minus 7.6 de-
grees Celsius, they said.

It was the lowest night tem-
perature at the resort so far this 
winter, they added.

Kashmir valley is currently 
in the midst of 'Chilla-i-Kalan', 
a 40-day period of extreme cold, 
during which night tempera-
tures often drop several de-
grees below the freezing point, 
and chances of snowfall are the 
highest.

The plains of the valley, how-
ever, have not received any 
snowfall so far this season.

The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has said the 
weather is likely to remain dry 

but cloudy till January 20.
It said the night tempera-

tures would witness a signifi -
cant fall in the valley till Jan-
uary 10.

In Himachal Pradesh, Ku-
kumseri was the coldest with 
a minimum temperature of mi-
nus 11.2 degrees Celsius, while 
Tabo recorded a low of minus 
8.9 degrees.

Out of 34 stations, 13 record-
ed a minimum temperature 
below zero degrees, while data 
from seven stations was not 
available. The mercury stayed 
between 3 and 7 degrees Celsius 
at the remaining 10 stations.

The local Meteorological sta-
tion issued a yellow warning 
of dense fog at isolated places 
in Una, Hamirpur, Bilaspur, 
Kangra, Mandi, Solan and Sir-
maur, from January 9 to 12.

The weather offi ce predicted 
dry weather in the state for the 
next four days and a gradual in-
crease of two to four degrees in 
minimum temperature during 
the next three to four days.

Icy cold freezes Dal Lake fringes in J&K

CHANDIGARH, THE COMMON 
CAPITAL OF THE TWO STATES, 

RECORDED A LOW OF 7.6 
DEGREES CELSIUS

IN PUNJAB, BATHINDA WAS 
THE COLDEST CITY, WITH THE 

MERCURY SETTLING AT 5 
DEGREES CELSIUS

IN RAJASTHAN, COLD WAVE 
CONDITIONS CONTINUED IN 

SEVERAL PARTS, WITH THE SIKAR 
DISTRICT BEING THE COLDEST AT 

2.5 DEGREES CELSIUS

IN JAIPUR, THE MAXIMUM AND 
MINIMUM TEMPERATURES WERE 

RECORDED AT 17.6 DEGREES 
CELSIUS AND 4.4 DEGREES 
CELSIUS, RESPECTIVELY

MERCURY PLUNGES 
IN UP, DELHI
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CHINA’S TOP DIPLOMAT
MEETS ETHIOPIAN PM
China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
met with Ethiopian Prime Min-
ister Abiy Ahmed Thursday and 
called for greater cooperation in 
infrastructure, green industry, the 
digital economy and other fi elds, 
the Chinese foreign ministry said

The directive will 
slash needless 

layering of bureaucrat-
ic burden and restore 
common sense to the 
environmental review 
and permitting process. 
NEPA’s regulatory reign 
of terror has ended
KATHERINE SCARLETT | 
CHAIRMAN OF THE CEQ, US

Syrian army launches 
new strikes in Aleppo 
Aleppo: The Syrian army 
launched new strikes in 
parts of Aleppo Thursday 
after ordering residents 
to evacuate, accusing the 
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF) of using 
Kurdish-majority areas to 
launch attacks as clashes 
entered a third day. The army 
released more than seven 
maps identifying areas it said 
would be targeted in strikes, 
urging residents to leave 
immediately for their safety. 
Its operations command 
announced a curfew in the 
neighbourhoods of Sheikh 
Maqsoud and Ashrafi eh 
from 3 pm. 

Israeli forces 
kill 4 in Gaza
Cairo/Dubai: Israeli 
forces killed at least four 
Palestinians in two separate 
strikes in the Gaza Strip 
Thursday, hours after the 
military said it had hit the 
site of a failed militant rocket 
launch, the latest violence 
to jeopardise the ceasefi re. 
Medics said an Israeli airstrike 
killed at least three people 
and wounded three others, 
including children, in a tent 
in the western area of Khan 
Younis in the southern Gaza 
Strip. Another strike killed a 
person east of the city, near 
where Israeli forces operate. 
There was no immediate 
Israeli comment on the death 
reports. Earlier, the military 
said it had struck a launch 
site shortly after the fi ring 
of a rocket that had failed 
to reach Israeli territory. It 
accused Hamas of violating 
the ceasefi re twice in the past 
24 hours. 

Separatist leader fl ees 
Yemen with UAE help
Aden: The Saudi-led coalition 
in Yemen said Thursday that 
the United Arab Emirates 
had spirited a separatist 
leader out of the country 
by boat in a dramatic twist 
to a rift between the Gulf 
powers, as Saudi-backed 
forces advanced to the port 
of Aden after losing ground 
there. The escape of Aidarous 
al-Zubaidi, head of a UAE-
backed southern separatist 
group, could exacerbate 
tensions between Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE, global 
oil heavyweights and both 
close allies of the United 
States. The Saudi assertion 
that the UAE helped him 
escape raises the stakes in 
a crisis that erupted last 
month when the separatists 
swept through southern 
Yemen, including Aden, 
advancing within reach 
of the border with Saudi 
Arabia. Riyadh declared the 
move a threat to its national 
security.

Then there is 
the break-
down of 

values by our most 
important partner, 
the USA, which 
helped build this 
world order

FRANK-WALTER STEINMEIER |  
PRESIDENT, GERMANY

Our UK 
armed forces 
showed skill 

and professional-
ism in support of 
a successful US 
interception of the 
vessel ‘Bella 1' while on its way 
to Russia. This action formed part 
of global efforts to crack down on 
sanctions busting

JOHN HEALEY  | DEFENCE SECRETARY, UK

I call for 
restraint 
to prevent 

the mood from 
becoming further 
infl amed so that, 
heaven forbid, we 
do not have additional tragedies

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU  |  
PRIME MINISTER, ISRAEL

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Islamabad, Jan 8: Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia are in talks 
to convert about $2 billion of 
Saudi loans into a JF-17 fi ghter 
jet deal, two Pakistani sources 
said, deepening military coop-
eration months after the two 
nations signed a mutual de-
fence pact last year.

The talks underscore how the 
two allies are moving to opera-
tionalise defence cooperation at 
a time when Pakistan is facing 
acute fi nancial strain and Saudi 
Arabia is reshaping its security 
partnerships to hedge against 
uncertainty about US commit-
ments in the Middle East.

The mutual defence deal was 
signed following Israel’s strikes 
on what it said were Hamas 
targets in Doha, an attack that 
shook the Gulf region.

One of the sources said the 
discussions were limited to 
the provision of JF-17 Thunder 
fi ghter jets, the light combat 
aircraft jointly developed by 
Pakistan and China and pro-
duced in Pakistan, while the 
second said the jets were the 
primary option among others 
under discussion.

The fi rst source said the total 
deal was worth $4 billion, with 
an additional $2 billion to be 
spent on equipment over and 
above the loan conversion. The 
sources close to the military 
with knowledge of the matter 
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because they were not au-
thorised to speak on the deal.

Pakistan’s military and fi -
nance and defence ministries 
did not immediately respond 
to requests for comment. Sau-
di Arabia’s government media 
offi ce also did not respond.

Pakistan’s Air Chief Za-
heer Ahmed Baber Sidhu was 
in Saudi Arabia this week to 
discuss “bilateral defence co-
operation, regional security 
environment and future av-
enues of collaboration” with 
his counterpart Lieutenant 
General Turki bin Bander bin 

Abdulaziz, Pakistan’s military 
said in a statement Thursday.

ARMS SALES OUTREACH
Pakistan has in recent 

months stepped up defence 
outreach as it seeks to expand 
arms exports and monetise its 
domestic defence industry.

Last month, Islamabad 
struck a weapons deal worth 
more than $4 billion with 
Libya’s eastern-based Libyan 
National Army, offi cials said, 
one of the country’s largest-ev-
er arms sales, which includes 
JF-17 fi ghter jets and training 
aircraft.

Pakistan has also held talks 
with Bangladesh on the possi-
ble sale of JF-17s, as it widens 
its arms supply ambitions be-
yond South Asia and the Middle 
East.

Pakistan’s defence minister 
Tuesday said the success of its 
weapons industry could trans-
form the country’s economic 
outlook.

“Our aircraft have been 
tested, and we are receiving 
so many orders that Pakistan 
may not need the International 
Monetary Fund in six months,” 
Khawaja Asif told broadcaster 
Geo News.

Pak, Saudi in talks on 
JF-17 jets for loans deal

Talks follow landmark mutual 
defence pact

Deal could be worth $4 billion, 
one source says

JF-17 exports key to Pakistan 
strategy

Saudi loan helped avert 
Pakistan default

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Moscow, Jan 8: Three Indians 
are among the crew on board 
the Russian oil tanker seized 
by the US, local media report-
ed even as Moscow Thursday 
asked Washington to comply 
with international laws on 
freedom of maritime naviga-
tion while strongly rejecting 
its ‘neo-colonist’ tendencies.

The Russian Foreign Minis-
try also said information about 
the Marinera tanker, previous-
ly known as Bella 1, that was 
seized Wednesday by the US 
coastguard in the North Atlan-
tic, was conveyed to America 
repeatedly.

“The Marinera crew con-
sists of 17 Ukrainian citizens, 
six Georgian citizens, three In-
dian citizens and two Russian 
citizens,” Russia Today said, 
quoting sources.

“We call on Washington to 
resume compliance with the 
fundamental norms and princi-
ples of international maritime 
navigation and immediately 
cease its illegal actions against 
the Marinera tanker and other 
vessels engaged in law-abiding 
activities on the high seas,” 
the Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement.

Moscow said it considers the 
US references to its national 
“sanctions legislation” to be 
unfounded.

“The statements by some US 
offi cials that the seizure of the 
Marinera is part of a broader 
strategy to establish Washing-

ton’s unlimited control over 
Venezuela’s natural resourc-
es are extremely cynical. We 
strongly reject such neo-colo-
nialist tendencies,” the Foreign 
Ministry underscored.

“Unilateral restrictive mea-
sures by the US, as well as 
other Western countries, are 
illegitimate and cannot justify 
attempts to establish jurisdic-
tion and, even more so, to seize 
ships on the high seas,” it said.

Demanding humane and dig-
nifi ed treatment of its crew, the 
statement said, “We reiterate 
our demand that the US ensure 
humane and dignifi ed treat-
ment of the Russian citizens 
comprising the tanker’s crew, 
strictly observe their rights 
and interests, and make no ob-
stacles to their prompt return 
to their homeland.”

It also expressed serious 
concerns of the use of military 
force by the US against the oil 
tanker, full information about 
which was conveyed to it.

“The Marinera, which on De-
cember 24 received temporary 
permission to sail under the 
Russian fl ag in accordance with 
the international law and Rus-
sian legislation, was peacefully 
transiting international waters 
in the North Atlantic, heading 
for one of Russia's ports,” the 
foreign ministry said.

The US government had 
been repeatedly provided with 
reliable information, including 
from the Russian Foreign Min-
istry, about the ship's Russian 
origin and its civilian status, it 
asserted.

“Russia did not give con-
sent to these actions. On the 
contrary, it lodged an offi cial 
protest with the US govern-
ment regarding the pursuit of 
the Marinera by a US Coast 
Guard vessel over the past 
several weeks, insisting on the 
immediate cessation of these 
activities and the withdrawal 
of the unlawful demands made 
on the Russian ship’s captain,” 
the ministry said.

Under these circumstances, 
US military personnel boarding 
a civilian vessel on the high 
seas and effectively seizing it, 
as well as capturing its crew, 
“can only be viewed as a gross 
violation of the basic principles 
and norms of international 
maritime law and freedom of 
navigation,” the Russian For-
eign Ministry said.

RUSSIAN TANKER SEIZURE

REUTERS

Paris, Jan 8: French farmers 
blockaded roads into Paris and 
landmarks like the Arc de Tri-
omphe with tractors Thursday 
in protest against a sweeping 
trade deal the European Union 
is due to sign with South Amer-
ican nations.

Farmers from the right-wing 
Coordination Rurale union 
called for the protests in Par-
is amid fears the planned free 
trade agreement with the Mer-
cosur bloc will fl ood the EU 
with cheap food imports.

They also protested against 
high costs and excessive local 
regulation and demanded an 
end to a government policy 
of culling herds of cows in re-
sponse to a highly contagious 
cattle disease, which they con-
sider excessive.

“We are between resentment 
and despair. We have a feeling 
of abandonment, with Mercos-

ur being an example,” Stephane 
Pelletier, a senior member of 
the Coordination Rurale union, 
told Reuters beneath the Eiffel 
Tower.
FARMERS’ PROTEST PILES 
PRESSURE ON MACRON

The farmers overran police 
checkpoints to enter the city, 
driving along the Champs 
Elysees avenue and blocking 
the road around the Arc de 
Triomphe before dawn, before 
gathering in front of the Nation-
al Assembly.

National Assembly President 
Yael Braun-Pivet was booed 
and jostled when she stepped 
outside of the assembly’s gates 
to talk with the Coordination 
Rurale protesters.

Dozens of tractors obstructed 
highways leading into the cap-
ital ahead of the morning rush 
hour, including the A13 leading 
into Paris from the western 
suburbs and Normandy caus-
ing 150 km of traffi c jams, the 

transport minister said.
Farmers from the FNSEA 

and young farmers unions 
joined them later at the Eiffel 
Tower in a calm demonstration.

“We’re going to import prod-
ucts from the rest of the world 
that don’t meet our standards 
– that’s not possible, that’s un-
acceptable. So we’re staying 
mobilised, we’re carrying on,” 
Arnaud Rousseau, president 

of the FNSEA farm union told 
reporters, referring to the Mer-
cosur deal.

The protest piles yet more 
pressure on President Emman-
uel Macron and his government, 
a day before EU member states 
are expected to vote on the trade 
accord. Without a majority in 
parliament, any policy misstep 
by Macron risks a perilous vote 
of no confi dence in the chamber.

MERCOSUR VOTE 
EXPECTED FRIDAY

France has long been a stiff 
opponent of the trade deal.

Even though Paris has won 
signifi cant last-minute conces-
sions, the trade deal is a polit-
ical hot potato for the govern-
ment, with municipal elections 
in March and the far right poll-
ing strongly ahead of elections 
to replace Macron in 2027.

“This treaty is still not ac-
ceptable,” government spokes-
person Maud Bregeon told 
France Info radio.

French Farm Minister Annie 
Genevard said Wednesday that, 
even if EU members backed the 
accord, France would continue 
to fi ght against it in the Europe-
an Parliament, whose approv-
al will also be required for the 
agreement to enter into force.

This week the European 
Commission proposed making 
45 billion euros of EU funding 
available earlier to farmers in 
the bloc's next seven-year bud-
get and agreed to cut import du-
ties on some fertilizers in a bid 
to win over countries wavering 
in their support of Mercosur.

The deal is backed by coun-
tries such as Germany and 
Spain and the Commission ap-
peared closer to winning Italy's 
backing. Rome's support for the 
deal would mean the EU had 
the votes needed to approve 
the trade accord even without 
French support.

A vote on the accord is ex-
pected Friday.

MERCOSUR 
TRADE DEAL Protesting French farmers block Paris streets

Farmers protest against 
Mercosur deal, fearing cheap 
imports

They also protested against 
local regulations, cattle culls

Protests add pressure on 
President Macron

EU vote on Mercosur deal 
expected Friday

REUTERS

Moscow, Jan 8: Russia said 
Thursday that any troops sent 
to Ukraine by Western govern-
ments would be “legitimate 
combat targets”, after Britain 
and France announced plans 
to deploy a multinational force 
there in the event of a ceasefi re.

A Russian Foreign Ministry 
statement said “militaristic 
declarations” by a coalition of 
pro-Ukraine Western govern-
ments were becoming increas-
ingly dangerous.

Russia was responding for the 
fi rst time to a meeting of the “co-
alition of the willing” in Paris 
Tuesday at which Britain and 
France signed a declaration of 
intent on the future deployment.

French President Emmanu-
el Macron said it could involve 

sending thousands of French 
troops. British Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer said it paved 
the way for a legal framework 
whereby “British, French and 
partner forces could operate 
on Ukrainian soil, securing 
Ukraine’s skies and seas and 
regenerating Ukraine’s armed 
forces for the future”.

Russia “warns that the de-
ployment of Western military 
units, military facilities, de-
pots and other infrastructure 
on Ukrainian territory will be 

classifi ed as foreign interven-
tion, posing a direct threat to 
the security of not only Russia 
but also other European coun-
tries,” the statement from Mos-
cow said.

“All such units and facilities 
will be considered legitimate 
combat targets of the Russian 
Armed Forces.”

It added, “The fresh militaris-
tic declarations of the so-called 
coalition of the willing and the 
Kyiv regime constitute a veri-
table ‘axis of war’.

“The plans of these partici-
pants are becoming increasing-
ly dangerous and destructive 
for the future of the European 
continent and its inhabitants, 
who are also being forced by 
Western politicians to fi nance 
these aspirations out of their 
own pockets.”

Foreign troops in Ukraine would be targets: Russia
UK and France pledge post-ceasefi re deployment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, Jan 8: Bangladesh’s 
interim government Thurs-
day said it has asked its key 
missions in India, including at 
New Delhi, to suspend visa ser-
vices over security concerns.

Foreign Affairs Adviser M 
Touhid Hossain told a media 
briefi ng at his offi ce that Ban-
gladesh has also sought rever-
sal of a recently imposed visa 
bond requirement by the Unit-
ed States.

“What I have done is that I 
have asked our three missions 
(in India) to keep their visa sec-
tions closed for the time being. 
It’s a security issue,” Hossain 
said.

The adviser’s comments 
came after Bangladesh’s Dep-
uty High Commission in Kol-
kata overnight restricted visa 
services after identical moves 
in New Delhi and Agartala 
keeping business and work vi-
sas beyond the purview of the 
restriction.

Bangladesh has diplomatic 
missions in Mumbai and Chen-
nai as well, where the visa ser-
vices remained operative.

India had earlier imposed re-
strictions on visas for Bangla-
deshi nationals after August 5, 
2024, citing security concerns.

Bangladesh ties with New 
Delhi have remained strained 
since prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s Awami League regime 
was ousted following a violent 
student-led street protest in Ju-
ly-August 2024.

Hossain also told reporters 
that Bangladesh will pursue 
diplomatic efforts to seek ex-
emption from the United States’ 
newly imposed visa bond re-
quirement calling the decision 
“certainly unfortunate and 
painful for us.”

He, however, said the US 
decision was “not abnormal” 
as it was not applied for Ban-
gladesh alone and a number of 
countries were faced with im-
migration-related challenges in 
view of the US administration’s 
measure.

Dhaka suspends visa 
service in India, seeks US 
visa bond exemption

A federal agent gestures towards a demonstrator at a protest against the fatal shooting of Renee Nicole Good by 
ICE agent, during a rally against increased immigration enforcement across the city outside the Whipple Building 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, US, Thursday  REUTERS

The Russian Foreign 
Ministry said information 

about the Marinera 
tanker, previously known 
as Bella 1, that was seized 

Wednesday by the US 
coastguard in the North 

Atlantic, was conveyed to 
America repeatedly

The Marinera crew 
consists of 17 
Ukrainian citizens, 
six Georgian citizens, 
three Indian citizens 
and two Russian 
citizens

3 Indians on board
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BMW EXPANDS INDIA LINEUP
BMW will launch 10 new cars in India this 
year, including EVs and its popular MINI 
brand, while boosting local sourcing to lower 
costs as luxury car sales in the country 
remain stubbornly small, its India CEO said. 
Still, the German carmaker sold a record 
18,000 cars in India in 2025, growing 14% 
from a year ago, and closing the gap with 
rival and market leader Mercedes-Benz

Targeted incentives 
for the emerging in-
dustries will be crucial 
in driving innovation 
and attracting both 
domestic and foreign 
investors
SAMEER GUPTA  | NATIONAL TAX 
LEADER, EY INDIA 

Mobile tariffs may 
go up by 15%
New Delhi: Telecom 
operators are expected to 
increase mobile tariffs by 
15 per cent after about two 
years, which is estimated 
to more than double the 
revenue growth rate of the 
sector in FY27, a report by 
analysts said Thursday. The 
Jefferies report by Equity 
Analyst Akshat Agarwal 
and Equity Associate 
Ayush Bansal expects that 
a proposed initial public 
offering of Jio in the fi rst 
half of 2026 will increase the 
valuation of the sector as 
well as support an increase 
in mobile services rates. 
"We expect mobile tariffs in 
India to rise by 15 per cent 
in June 2026, two years after 
the last tariff hikes -- in line 
with trends in the past," 
the report said. The report 
projects a hike of 10-20 per 
cent in mobile tariff by Jio 
to push its valuation closer 
to Bharti Airtel, and offer 
investors a double-digit 
internal rate of return. 

Bajaj acquires 23% 
Allianz stake 
New Delhi: Financial 
services fi rm Bajaj Finserv 
Thursday announced the 
completion of the 23 per 
cent stake acquisition in 
its insurance subsidiaries 
– Bajaj General Insurance 
and Bajaj Life Insurance – 
from Germany's Allianz SE 
for Rs 12,190 crore and Rs 
9,200 crore, respectively. 
The acquisition, carried 
out in alliance with Bajaj 
Holdings & Investment Ltd 
and Jamnalal Sons Private 
Ltd, takes the ownership 
of the Bajaj Group in both 
insurance companies to 
97 per cent from 74 per 
cent, giving Bajaj Finserv 
complete control of the 
insurance companies with 
75.01 per cent stake. This 
acquisition marks the end 
of a successful 24-year 
joint venture between Bajaj 
Finserv and Allianz SE, Bajaj 
Finserv said in a statement.

IREDA bags ‘Excellent’ 
rating for fi fth time 
New Delhi: The Indian 
Renewable Energy 
Development Agency 
(IREDA) has received the 
prestigious ‘Excellent’ 
rating in the MoU signed 
with the Ministry of New & 
Renewable Energy (MNRE) 
for the fifth consecutive 
year, underlining the 
organisation’s sustained 
focus on operational 
efficiency and financial 
discipline, an official 
statement issued 
Thursday said. 

SHORT TAKES

Expanding 
women's 
participa-

tion through 
apprenticeships 
represents a sig-
nifi cant opportu-
nity for India's workforce. Female 
enrolment has grown by nearly 58 
per cent over the last three years, 
yet women continue to account 
for less than one-fi fth of the total 
apprentice base, indicating sub-
stantial untapped potential

NIPUN SHARMA | CEO, TEAMLEASE DEGREE 
APPRENTICESHIP

The proposed 
collaboration 
with IGX 

marks a signifi -
cant step in NSE's 
efforts to deepen 
India's commodity 
derivatives markets

SRIRAM KRISHNAN | CHIEF BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER, NSE

uoteu

We all know 
the strength 
of the sector 

and the untapped 
potential of India 
to be the global 
food basket; the 
need is to now channelize 
the resources

CHIRAG PASWAN | UNION MINISTER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 8: Tata Group-
owned Air India has taken de-
livery of the fi rst Boeing 787-9 
aircraft after the airline was pri-
vatised nearly four years ago. 

This is also the fi rst line fi t 
or custom-made Dreamliner for 
the airline.  Generally, line fi t 
refers to an aircraft specifi cally 
made for a particular airline. 

An offi cial Thursday said 
Air India completed the title 
transfer of the Dreamliner at 
the Boeing's Everett factory in 
Seattle January 7. 

After inspections by the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA), the aircraft, also 
the fi rst line fi t Dreamliner to 
be taken by Air India after be-
ing acquired by Tatas in Janu-
ary 2022, is expected to arrive 
in India in the next few days. 

The new aircraft has a three 
class confi guration -- economy, 
premium economy and busi-
ness class seats. 

The last line fi t Dreamliner 

that was acquired by Air India 
was in October 2017 when the 
carrier was under the govern-
ment ownership. 

According to the offi cial, the 
latest aircraft is the airline's 
fi rst wide-body and 52nd over-
all delivery from the 220 Boeing 
jets ordered in 2023. 

Air India Express has al-
ready taken delivery of 51 nar-
row-body Boeing 737-8s, includ-
ing its fi rst line fi t plane that 
was inducted in late December. 

After Tatas took over in 
January 2022, Air India placed 
orders for 350 Airbus and 220 
Boeing planes. Out of the Air-
bus order, 6 A350s have already 
been inducted into the Air In-
dia fl eet. 

Air India already has 26 B787-
8s and 6 B787-9s of erstwhile 
Vistara which was merged with 
the airline. Currently, Air In-
dia Group has over 300 planes, 
including 185 aircraft with Air 
India and the remaining ones 

with Air India Express. 
The offi cial said a dozen 

more legacy Dreamliners 
with refreshed interiors are 
expected to return to service 
through 2026. In November 
last year, Air India CEO and 
MD Campbell Wilson said Air 
India Group expects to induct 
26 wide-body and narrow-body 
planes, and operate 81 per cent 
of its international fl ights 
with upgraded aircraft by the 
end of 2026.

Air India gets 1st Dreamliner after privatisation
The new aircraft has a three class confi guration -- economy, premium economy and business class seats

DEEPAK KUMAR DEHURY, OP

Cuttack, Jan 8: In rural Cut-
tack, every drop of honey tells 
a story—of courage, coopera-
tion, and change. Across the 
blocks of Banki, Athagarh, 
and Dampada, 250 rural women 
have discovered a new source 
of strength through scientifi c 
beekeeping. 

Under DCB Bank’s Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiatives, in collaboration with 
Concern India Foundation and 
Gram-Utthan, these women 
have turned traditional knowl-
edge into thriving micro-enter-
prises—rewriting their own 
stories of self-reliance.

Between 2023 and 2025, the 
impact became visible and 
measurable. A total of 341 kilo-
grams of honey was harvested, 
generating a value of over Rs 
2.72 lakh. But the real worth lay 
beyond numbers as household 
incomes improved and women 
stepped into leadership roles.

DCB Bank’s offi cials visited 
Banki block Thursday and ac-
knowledged the progress made 
by the villagers. Praveen Kutty, 
Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Offi cer (CEO) along 
with other top offi cials also 
took part in a plantation drive. 
The management team took the 
opportunity to interact with the 
community project members 
and understand their needs, 
situation and expectations.

“We are very happy to see 
the progress that is happen-
ing. I myself had come here 
in 2019. What we wanted to do 
was to improve the income of 
people, particularly women, 
and we realised that to im-
prove the livelihood, there 
has to be an integrated and 
sustainable type of source of 
income. We introduced bee-
keeping here that became a 
game changer. Villagers have 
not only shown interest in it, 
but they have also scaled it 
up significantly. This gives 
us an opportunity to invest 
more. The profit is one thing, 
yes, but improving the live-
lihood of communities is the 
responsibility of banks,” MD 
Kutty said.

Highlighting the benefi ts 
of their initiative, he added, 
“With increased awareness 
of biodiversity, pollination, 

and eco-friendly practices, the 
initiative strengthened local 
agriculture and ecosystems. 
Fields grew healthier, yields 
improved, and communities be-
came more resilient to climate 
uncertainties.”

The initiative began in the fi -
nancial year 2020-21 when DCB 
Bank and Concern India Foun-
dation started an intervention 
to improve water resources 
and soil conservation through 
its “Livelihood Improvement 
Project (LIP) through Integrat-
ed Watershed Management” in 
the area.

The intervention includes 
restoration of six water har-
vesting structures, cleaning 
of seven ponds, construction 
of changing rooms and a tube-
well, plantation of 3,000 trees, 
and community awareness 
activities across Banki and 
Athagarh blocks.

DCB Bank backs women’s path to self-reliance 

SCIENTIFIC BEEKEEPING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 8: Silver pric-
es declined sharply from record 
levels, plummeting Rs 12,500 to 
Rs 2,43,500 per kg, while gold re-
ceded by Rs 900 in the national 
capital Thursday, amid a rush 
of profi t-booking globally.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the white 
metal surged Rs 5,000 to touch 
a record high of Rs 2,56,000 
per kg in the previous session 
Wednesday.

In the local bullion market, 
the price of gold of 99.9 per 
cent purity decreased by Rs 
900 to Rs 1,40,500 per 10 grams 
(inclusive of all taxes) com-
pared to the previous close of 
Rs 1,41,400 per 10 grams.

"Gold extended its fall on 
Thursday, weighed down 
by long liquidation as trad-
ers reduced their positions 
due to ease of safe-haven de-
mand and a stable US dollar," 
Saumil Gandhi, Senior Ana-
lyst - Commodities at HDFC 
Securities, said. In the inter-
national markets, spot gold fell 

by $29.65, or 0.67 per cent, to 
$4,426.91 per ounce, while sil-
ver traded 3.22 per cent lower, 
or $2.51, to $75.67 per ounce.

Investors adopted a cautious 
stance ahead of key events, 
including anticipated rulings 
on Trump tariffs by the US Su-
preme Court on Friday and the 
release of the December labour 
market data, which also acted 
as headwinds for bullion pric-
es, Gandhi said.

Jateen Trivedi, VP Re-
search Analyst - Commodity 

and Currency, LKP Securities, 
said market participants will 
await Friday's non-farm pay-
rolls report, which is likely 
to add volatility and provide 
direction to bullion prices.

About the outlook, Saumil 
Gandhi of HDFC Securities 
added, "We expect the ongo-
ing corrective phase in bul-
lion prices to persist for the 
day, and the market remains 
under pressure from position 
unwinding and cautious in-
vestor sentiment."

PROFIT-BOOKING

Silver crashes `12,500
After touching fresh 

peak Wednesday, the 
white metal falls to 
`2,43,500 per kg

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, Jan 8: Equity bench-
mark indices Sensex and Nif-
ty fell sharply by nearly 1 per 
cent Thursday, continuing 
their weak momentum for the 
fourth straight session, due 
to renewed concerns over po-
tential US tariff hikes amid 
widespread selling pressure in 
global markets.

Deep losses in metal, oil & 
gas, and commodity stocks 
amid unabated foreign fund 
outfl ows added to the pressure, 
analysts said. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
tanked 780.18 points, or 0.92 
per cent, to settle at 84,180.96. 
During the day, it plummeted 
851.04 points, or 1 per cent, to 
84,110.10.

A total of 3,158 stocks de-
clined while 1,039 advanced 
and 170 remained unchanged 
on the BSE.

The 50-share NSE Nifty tum-
bled 263.90 points or 1.01 per 
cent to 25,876.85.

"Market sentiment deteri-

orated amid heightened geo-
political tensions and global 
trade-related concerns, which 
weighed on overall risk appe-
tite. Continued foreign insti-
tutional selling, coupled with 
weakness in the rupee, further 
added to the negative bias. With 
global cues remaining mixed 
and the earnings season ap-
proaching, trading activity 
remained cautious and largely 
stock-specifi c," Ajit Mishra - 
SVP, Research, Religare Brok-
ing Ltd, said. 

From the 30-Sensex fi rms, 
Larsen & Toubro, Tech Mahin-
dra, Tata Consultancy Services, 
Reliance Industries, Tata Steel, 
and Trent were among the 
biggest laggards.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bangalore, Jan 8: Reliance 
Consumer Products Limited 
(RCPL), the FMCG arm of Re-
liance Industries Limited, has 
roped in legendary actor Am-
itabh Bachchan as the brand 
ambassador for its packaged 
drinking water brand, Campa 
Sure, positioned as one of the 
most affordable offerings in the 
segment.

The association brings 
together two iconic Indian 
names, strengthening con-
sumer trust as RCPL aims to 
democratise access to safe and 
affordable packaged drinking 
water across the country. Since 
acquiring the Campa brand in 
2022 and relaunching it in 2023, 
RCPL has expanded its bever-
age portfolio to include Campa 
Cola, Campa Energy, Raskik 
beverages, juices, and Campa 
Sure packaged drinking water.

Announcing the association, 
Ketan Mody, Executive Direc-

tor, RCPL, said, “Just like 
brand Campa, Amitabh Bach-
chan is a true Indian icon who 
symbolises trust, purity and 
authenticity. Access to clean 
and affordable drinking water 
is everyone’s right, and Campa 
Sure ensures safe hydration at 
unprecedented price points. 
This is a pivotal moment for 
India’s beverage industry.”

Expressing his association 
with the brand, Amitabh Bach-
chan said, “I am very happy to 
associate with Campa Sure. 
I am impressed with its en-
deavour to help provide clean 
drinking water access to every 
Indian.”

Campa Sure is available in 
a wide range of SKUs ranging 
from 250 ml to 20 litres, cater-
ing to diverse consumer needs. 
Backed by the trusted legacy of 
Reliance and Campa, the water 
undergoes over 10 stages of pu-
rifi cation, ensuring quality, 
purity and easy availability 
nationwide.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

New Delhi, Jan 8: Market reg-
ulator SEBI has overhauled its 
stockbroker regulations for the 
fi rst time in more than three de-
cades, replacing the 1992 rules 
with the new Sebi (Stock Bro-
kers) Regulations, 2026.  

The move is aimed at simpli-
fying compliance, improving 
clarity, and making it easier 
for brokers to do business.

Under the new framework, 
stockbrokers will now be al-
lowed to carry out activities 
that fall under other fi nancial 
regulators, as long as they 
follow the rules prescribed by 
those authorities.

The market regulator said 
such activities will be governed 
by the concerned fi nancial sec-
tor regulator, not by Sebi.

The regulator has also re-
written the rules in simpler 
language, removed outdated 
provisions, and introduced 
clearer defi nitions.

The regulations are now or-
ganised into eleven chapters 
that cover all major aspects 
of stockbroking, making them 
easier to read and understand.

Several old schedules have 
been deleted and relevant parts 
have been directly added as 
chapters.

SEBI has also removed repet-
itive sections and reorganised 
rules related to underwriting, 
code of conduct, and other per-
mitted activities.

Key defi nitions have been 
updated, including those for 
clearing members, professional 
clearing members, proprietary 
trading members, and designat-
ed directors.

The market regulator clar-
ifi ed that proprietary trading 
refers to trading done by a 
stockbroker in its own account, 
while a proprietary trading 
member is a broker that only 
trades on its own behalf.

To reduce compliance bur-
den, SEBI has allowed joint 
inspections by the regulator 
along with stock exchanges, 
clearing corporations, or de-
positories.

Brokers will also be permit-
ted to maintain their books 
of accounts in electronic 
form, but they must inform 
the stock exchange about the 
location where these records 
are kept.

SEBI has also revised the cri-
teria for identifying qualifi ed 
stockbrokers. Brokers with a 
large number of active clients 
or high trading volumes will 
now come under closer super-
vision and stricter compliance 
requirements.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: Sa-
lemymachine.com, India’s 
fast-growing platform for 
used construction and mining 
equipment, is organising Mega 
Loan Mela-2026 at its premises 
in Pahala, Bhubaneswar. The 
fair began Wednesday and will 
continue till January 12.

The inauguration was at-
tended by Anil Narnolia, 
Chairman, Anish Narnolia, 

and Avinash Nigam, Head 
of Odisha and Chhattisgarh, 
Chola Mandalam Finance, 
along with offi cials from var-
ious banks.

The event offers customers 
easy and quick loan approv-
als, low interest rates, and 
simplifi ed documentation for 
used construction and mining 
machinery. Salemymachine.
com is a leading name in buy-
ing, selling, and fi nancing used 
equipment across India.

Salemymachine hosts 
Mega Loan Mela-2026

US SHOCKS

D-St continues to 
bleed for 4th day

RCPL onboards Amitabh Bachchan as 
Brand Ambassador for Campa Sure

SEBI overhauls
stockbroker rules 
after 30 years

In the past four days, BSE has tanked 1,581.05 points 
or 1.84%, and Nifty dropped 451.7 points or 1.71%



FRIDAY | JANUARY 9, 2026 | BHUBANESWAR
P12

Printed and published by Adyasha Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:(0674) 2580385 (Advt.), Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ODIENG/2011/37159

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Navi Mumbai, Jan 8: Still 
basking in the glory of their 
maiden ODI World Cup tri-
umph, India’s effervescent 
women cricketers will return to 
competitive action in the fourth 
Women’s Premier League start-
ing here Friday, kicking off 
their build-up to this year’s T20 
World Cup.

Two-time winners and de-
fending champions Mumbai 
Indians, led by Harmanpreet 
Kaur, will face the only other 
title-winning side in the WPL, 
Smriti Mandhana’s Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru, in the 
tournament-opener here at the 
‘home of Indian women’s crick-
et’, the DY Patil Stadium.

The fourth WPL will be held 
in two stages, in Navi Mumbai 
and Vadodara, presenting play-

ers from around the world to go 
against the best and augment 
their preparations for the T20 
World Cup, slated for June-July 
in England.

MI have the best squad on 
paper at their disposal led by 
Harmanpreet with captains of 
England (Nat Sciver-Brunt) 
and West Indies (Hayley Mat-

thews) in tow.
Having retained the majority 

of their squad, MI will be the 
team to beat given their formi-
dable batting, bolstered by New 
Zealand's Amelia Kerr, prom-
ising Australian Milly Illing-
worth, and India's dependable 
Amanjot Kaur.

With G Kamalini at the top, 

MI could also fi nd themselves 
facing selection headache with 
the available talent.

Shabnim Ismail will lead the 
bowling attack which also in-
cludes Saika Ishaque, who will 
face the challenge of getting 
her act together after a tough 
couple of seasons following an 
impressive debut in 2023.

With Meg Lanning moving to 
UP Warriorz, mercurial Indian 
batter Jemimah Rodrigues has 
taken charge of the Delhi Cap-
itals' outfi t which carries the 
burden of tripping at the fi nish 
line all three times in the fi nals.

The Capitals have a dan-
gerous squad and one that 
can go the distance if things 
fall in place.

Among Indians, Delhi have 
the World Cup winners and 
in-form opener Shafali Verma, 
Sneh Rana and Shree Charani, 

while domestic talent base in-
cludes Niki Prasad, India play-
er Minnu Mani and right-arm 
Nandani Sharma, who is the 
only Indian pacer in the camp.

Delhi's overseas roster is im-
pressive too, with the the ODI 
World Cup's best batter and 
South Africa captain Laura 
Wolvaardt looking to continue 
with her form.

Marizanne Kapp and Alana 
King will handle the bowling 
workload but Annabel Suther-
land's withdrawal has reduced 
the fi repower to some extent.

A lot will hinge on how 
Mandhana, in the absence of 
the legendary Ellyse Perry, 
pulls the RCB side while gar-
nering runs at the top.

Mandhana's form is never re-
ally a concern and she will feel 
confi dent given the talent base 
which the 2024 winners have.

WOMEN’S PREMIER LEAGUE STARTS TODAY

Harmanpreet’s MI in pursuit of third title

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kuala Lumpur, Jan 8: Star 
shuttler PV Sindhu produced 
an impressive performance, 
defeating Japan’s Tomoka Mi-
yazaki to book her spot in the 
women’s singles quarterfi nals 
but India’s challenge ended in 
the men’s singles at the Malay-
sia Open Super 1000 badminton 
tournament here Thursday.

Former world champion 
Sindhu, returning after a long 
injury lay-off, defeated the 
eighth-seeded Miyazaki 21-8, 
21-13 in 33 minutes.

Sindhu, a two-time Olym-
pic medallist, will take on 
third-seeded Japanese Akane 
Yamaguchi, a three-time world 
champion, who defeated Chi-
na’s Gao Fang Jie 21-11 4-21 21-
17 in another match.

Top men’s pair of Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chi-
rag Shetty, who won a second 
bronze at world championships 
last year, also sailed into the 
quarterfi nals with a 21-18 21-12 
win over Malaysia’s World No. 
17 Junaidi Arif and Roy King 
Yap in 39 minutes.

Sindhu, Sat-Chi into QF
MALAYSIA OPEN

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bangalore, Jan 8: Railways 
produced a composed all-round 
performance to defeat Odisha 
by fi ve wickets in Vijay Hazare 
Trophy clash here. After win-
ning the toss, Railways opted to 
fi eld fi rst—a decision that paid 
dividends despite a spirited bat-
ting effort from Odisha.

Odisha posted a competitive 
251 all out in 49.5 overs, riding 
on contrasting half-centuries 
from Soumya Ranjan Lenka 
and Sambit S Baral. Lenka pro-
vided the spark at the top with a 
brisk 56 off just 36 balls, smash-

ing fi ve fours and four sixes at a 
strike rate exceeding 155. 

Baral anchored the innings 
from the other end, scoring a 
patient 50 off 65 deliveries to 
stabilise the middle order. How-
ever, Odisha failed to capitalise 
on their strong starts, losing 
wickets at regular intervals. 
Railways bowlers kept things 
tight, with R K Choudhary 
and Varun leading the attack, 
claiming three wickets each to 
prevent Odisha from pushing 
beyond 260.

In reply, Railways chased the 
target with maturity and depth 
in batting. Sahab Yuvraj Singh 

anchored the innings with a su-
perb unbeaten 118 off 134 balls, 
laced with 11 boundaries, show-
casing patience and shot selec-
tion under pressure. He found 
able support in ZA Khan, who 
played a decisive cameo, re-
maining unbeaten on 65 from 
just 43 balls, striking fi ve sixes 
to swing the momentum fi rmly 
in Railways’ favour.

Odisha’s bowlers tried to 
mount a comeback, with Gov-
inda Poddar picking up two 
wickets while maintaining 
an economical spell. Debabra-
ta Pradhan also chipped in 
with a wicket, but the lack of 
breakthroughs in the middle 
overs hurt Odisha’s chances. 
The unbroken partnership be-
tween Yuvraj Singh and Khan 
ensured there were no late 
stumbles, as Railways reached 
254 for fi ve in 45.2 overs.

The result underlined 
Railways’ superior finishing 
ability and game awareness, 
while Odisha were left to rue 
missed opportunities despite 
promising individual perfor-
mances.

VIJAY HAZARE TROPHY

Railways outclass Odisha by 5 wickets
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 8: Bhu-
baneswar gears up to host 16th 
International Grandmasters 
Chess Festival (IGCF) Odisha 
Open, organised by All Odisha 
Chess Association (AOCA) and 
E-Sports Association of Odisha 
(ESPAO), in collaboration with 
SOA University and the Rotary 
Club of Bhubaneswar Neeladri 
from January 16 to 24 at SOA 
Campus-2.

The event will feature GM’s 
and top-ranked players from 
across the globe. The event 
will offer a major platform 
for local and emerging play-
ers to compete alongside pro-
fessionals.

During a presser, nota-
ble dignitaries including 
tournament director and 
AOCA secretary Debabrata 
Bhatt and ESPAO secretary 
Abhishek Mitra, reception 
committee chairman Rajeev 
Sekhar Sahu, Rotary Club of 
Bhubaneswar Neeladri pres-
ident Sujit Kumar Rout were 
present among others.

City to host 16th 
IGCF from Jan 16

AGENCIES

Sydney, Jan 8: Australia 
completed a 4-1 Ashes series 
victory with a fi ve-wicket win 
in the fi fth and fi nal cricket test 
Thursday.

The Australians bowled En-
gland out for 342 on the fi fth 
morning of the series fi nale and 
were chasing 160 for victory.

Tension grew with a succes-
sion of wickets and a conten-
tious DRS review before Alex 
Carey hit the winning runs to 
guide the Australians to 161 for 
fi ve in 31 overs.

Carey fi nished unbeaten on 
16, Cameron Green was un-
beaten on 22, and 39-year-old 
Usman Khawaja was sent into 
retirement with a victory. The 
Australians retained the Ashes 
with wins in the fi rst three tests, 
but England was determined 
to narrow the margin after its 
drought-breaking win in the 
Boxing Day match at Melbourne.

Khawaja's kiss goodbye
The 39-year-old veteran 

walked to the crease after 
Smith was bowled by Will 
Jacks and Australia was 92-3. 

He was given a guard of hon-
or from the England players, 
shook hands with Stokes and 
hugged Marnus Labuschagne.

He saluted the crowd, then 
kneeled and kissed the turf in 

front of a “Thankyou Uzzy” 
sign that was painted onto the 
fi eld.
Contentious call

England's continued bad 
luck with the decision review 

system added extra spice to the 
last day of the series.

England reviewed umpire 
Ahsan Raza's not out decision 
to a caught behind appeal when 
Weatherald wafted at a delivery 
from Brydon Carse with Aus-
tralia on 33-0. DRS technology 
appeared to show a slight mur-
mur when the ball passed the toe 
of Weatherald's bat before going 
through to the wicketkeeper. But 
TV umpire Kumar Dharmasena 
deemed there was inconclusive 
evidence the ball touched the bat.

The England players were 
stunned, after watching the 
DRS replays on the stadium 
screens, and Stokes had to 
step in to move Carse away 
from umpire Raza as he de-
manded an explanation. 
Stokes calmly approached 
the umpire, discussed the de-
cision-making process, and 
got on with the game.

Brief Scores: England 384 (Joe Root 
160; Michael Neser 4-60) &amp; 342 
(Jacob Bethell 154; Beau Webster 
3-64) lost to Australia 567 (Travis 
Head 163; Josh Tongue 3-97) 161/5 
(Marnus Labuschagne 37; Josh 
Tongue 3-42) by 5 wickets

AUSTRALIA RETAIN URN

Odisha's Dinesh Kumar Majhi makes his List-A debut Thursday

Crowd breaks 79-yr-old SCG attendance record
The match scripted 
history as it attracted 
a record number of 
crowd to become the 
highest-attended SCG 
Test, breaking the record 
set in the 1946-47 Ashes. 
While the 1946-47 SCG 
Test of the Ashes series 
witnessed a total of 
195,253 people attending 
the game over the 
course of fi ve days, the 
fi fth game of the 2025-26 
Ashes, held at the same 
venue, recorded a crowd 
of 211,032 till the fi fth 
day as the hosts clinched 
the series 4-1. Notably, 
the Aussies had won 
the fi ve-game series 3-0 
during England’s Ashes 
tour in 1946-47.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Jan 8: Five-time 
world champion Viswanathan 
Anand recovered from an early 
setback to register two victories 
and emerge as joint leader with 
Nihal Sarin after six rounds of 
the Tata Steel Chess India Rap-
id here Thursday.

Rounds four to six produced 
fi ghting chess and frequent 
shifts at the top of the standings 
in both the Open and Women's 
sections. Both Anand and Nihal 
are tied on 4.5 points.

In round four, the 56-year-old 
Anand appeared to be pressing 
in the middle game before a 
rook blunder allowed Arjun 
Erigaisi to turn the tables. The 
young Indian defended patient-
ly and later capitalised on an 
endgame error to seal the win.

Anand, however, bounced 
back strongly, picking up full 
points against Hans Niemann 
and Volodar Murzin in the next 
two rounds to return to the top 
of the standings.

Nihal, meanwhile, surged 
into joint lead with three 
successive wins. He first cap-

italised on a knight blunder 
by Niemann, followed it up 
with a neat back-rank com-
bination against Murzin, and 
then showcased fine endgame 
technique to defeat compatri-
ot Vidit Gujrathi in a knight 
endgame.

Elsewhere, Aravindh Chith-
ambaram went down to Wei 
Yi, while R Praggnanandhaa 
methodically outplayed Murz-
in on the queenside.

In round fi ve, Anand's clash 
against Niemann featured op-
posite-side castling in the Ital-
ian, with the Indian defending 
calmly before converting with 
active rook play and a superior 
pawn structure.

Vidit and Praggnanandhaa 
settled for a quick draw, while 
Arjun prevailed in a subtle 
rook endgame by pushing a 
pawn race from a symmetrical 
position. Aravindh was also 
punished for an endgame pawn 
blunder by Wesley So.

Round six saw Anand deliver 
a positional master-class in an 
opposite-coloured bishop mid-
dle game against Murzin to stay 
atop the leaderboard.

In the women's section, Kat-
eryna Lagno led the standings 
with 4.5 points from six rounds.

Among the Indians, Vanti-
ka Agrawal was placed fi fth 
with three points, while Hari-
ka Dronavalli, R Vaishali and 
Rakshitta Ravi were tied on 2.5 
points. World champion Divya 
Deshmukh was at the bottom 
with two points.

Rakshitta earlier produced 
a fearless attacking display to 
defeat Nana Dzagnidze in an 
opposite-side castling battle, 
while Lagno converted an end-
game advantage against Divya 
and Stavroula Tsolakidou out-
played Vantika in a controlled 
encounter.

Aleksandra Goryachkina 
later overcame Divya after 
weathering early pressure, 
while Dzagnidze capitalised 
on an opening error by Ca-
rissa Yip, and Vantika hand-
ed Rakshitta her first loss of 
the event.

Vaishali then powered past 
Rakshitta with strong central 
pawn play, while Lagno defeat-
ed Tsolakidou to move into the 
sole lead.

Anand, Nihal share lead at 
Tata Steel Chess India Rapid

AGENCIES

Diu, Jan 8: Defending champi-
ons Odisha registered a domi-
nating 7-0 win over debutants 
Himachal Pradesh to reach the 
women’s fi nal in Beach Soccer 
at Khelo India Beach Games 
(KIBG) 2026 in Diu Thursday. 
Srijana Tamang, Satyabati 
Khadia, and Khundongbam 
Ambalika scored two goals each 
for the winners.

Tamil Nadu will have a 
chance to win both the men's 
and women's gold medals. TN’s 
women’s team of Deepika and 
Pavithra came from a set down 

to beat teammates Swathi and 
Dharshini 19-21, 21-12, 15-6 in 
the fi rst semi-fi nal and will now 
face Pondicherry’s Revathi and 
Swetha in the gold medal match.

The men’s fi nal will be played 
between Tamil Nadu’s Bharat 
and Rajesh and Goa’s Sawan 
and Gauns. The KIBG 2026, or-
ganised by the Union Territo-
ry of Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
and Daman & Diu, is being held 
under the technical supervision 
of the Sports Authority of India 
and national sports federations.

Odisha also bagged Gold in 
Women Regu and Bronze in 
Men Regu.

KHELO INDIA BEACH GAMES 2026

Odisha beat HP 7-0, reach fi nals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Jan 8: Boby Singh 
Dhami produced a late goal 
as Vedanta Kalinga Lancers 
registered their second win on 
the trot, clinching a narrow 2-1 
victory against Shrachi Bengal 
Tigers (SBT) in the men's Hock-
ey India League here Thursday.

Alexander Hendrickx (52') 
and Dhami (57') scored for the 
winners, while Affan Yousuf 
(56') netted for the Tigers.

Kalinga Lancers dominated 
possession, registering 11 cir-
cle entries but couldn't fi nd a 
signifi cant opening apart from 
the lone penalty corner in a 
goalless fi rst quarter.

The Tigers grew into the 
game in the second quarter 
with 9 circle entries and 4 shots 
but were kept at bay by Krishan 
Bahadur Pathak, who pulled off 
some exceptional saves in goal 
for the Lancers.

SBT continued to build on 
the momentum they found in 
the second quarter, pushing the 
Lancers back in their own half 
with some intricate exchanges.

Both teams remained resil-
ient at the back though, not 
allowing the other to get their 
noses in front. Heading into the 
fi nal quarter, there was nothing 
to separate the two teams.

James Carr remained stupen-
dous in goal for the Tigers in 
the opening stages of the fourth 
quarter. However, his resis-
tance was fi nally broken after 
Hendrickx's dragfl ick from a 
penalty corner found its way 
into the back of the net to give 
the Lancers the lead.

Their lead lasted for merely 
four minutes though, after a 
long ball was trapped by En-
rique Gonzalez before the Span-
ish defender set up Yousuf (56') 
for a tap-in, getting the Tigers 
back on level terms.

Vedanta Kalinga Lancers 
register 2-1 win over SBT
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