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Sikhio district (Thailand), 
Jan 14: A train derailed 
in northeastern Thailand 
Wednesday after a construc-
tion crane fell on two of its 
carriages, killing at least 32 
people and injuring 66, the 
Thai Health Ministry said.

The accident took place 
Wednesday morning in the 
Sikhio district in Nakhon 
Ratchasima province, 230 km 
northeast of Bangkok, on a 
train from the capital bound 
for Ubon Ratchathani prov-
ince.

Transport Minister Phiphat 
Ratchakitprakarn said in a 
statement that there were 195 
people on board, adding that 
he had ordered a thorough in-
vestigation to be carried out.

The crane was working on a 
high-speed rail project when it 
collapsed and hit the passing 
train, causing it to derail and 
briefl y catch fi re.

Images shared by the min-
istry showed carriages over-
turned next to shrubland and 
fi refi ghters extinguishing a 
blaze as smoke billowed out.

Earlier footage of the crash 
site verifi ed by Reuters shows 
rescue workers trying to ex-
tract casualties from one of 
the mangled carriages, with 
some badly injured passengers 
already being loaded into am-
bulances.
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

You can’t see it. It too has a 
personality and every personality 

has the right to privacy

32 killed after crane falls on train in Thailand

MANGLED REMAINS: Wreckage at the site where a train was derailed when a construction crane collapsed and fell onto its carriages, causing several casualties, in Sikhio district, 
Nakhon Ratchasima province, Thailand, Wednesday  REUTERS

Elnaaz’s perspective US withdraws personnel Trade defi cit surges Kiwis level series 
Iran-born Indian actor Elnaaz 
Norouzi shares a strong 
message on faith, humanity, 
and the misuse of religion

US withdraws some 
personnel from Middle East 
bases after Iran warns of 
strikes on American facilities

India’s exports to China post a 
$5.5 billion increase compared to 
last year even as the trade defi cit 
hit a record $116.12 billion

Daryl Mitchell and Will Young 
guide New Zealand to a series-
levelling seven-wicket win over 
India in the second ODI 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 14: India 
Wednesday asked all its nation-
als currently residing in Iran to 
leave by available means as the 
security situation in the coun-
try deteriorated further in view 
of massive anti-government 
protests and a crackdown on 
the demonstrators.

New Delhi has also strongly 
advised its nationals to avoid 
travelling to Iran.

The protests began late last 
month in Tehran after the Ira-
nian currency rial plunged to 
record lows. The protests have 
since spread to all 31 provinc-
es, evolving from an agitation 
against economic woes to a de-
mand for political change.

In view of the evolving situ-
ation in Iran, Indian nationals 
who are currently in Iran (stu-
dents, pilgrims, business per-
sons and tourists) are advised 
to leave Iran by available means 
of transport, including commer-
cial fl ights, the Indian embassy 
in Iran said in a fresh advisory.

It is reiterated that all Indian 
citizens and PIOs should exercise 
due caution and stay in contact 
with the Indian Embassy in Iran.

India asks nationals 
again to leave Iran

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Nuuk (Greenland), Jan 14: 
President Donald Trump said 
Wednesday that NATO should 
help the US acquire Greenland 
and anything less than Amer-
ican control is unacceptable, 
hours before Vice President JD 
Vance was to host Danish and 
Greenlandic offi cials for talks.

In a post on his social media 
site, Trump reiterated his argu-
ment that the US “needs Green-
land for the purpose of National 
Security.” He added that “NA-
TO should be leading the way 
for us to get it” and that other-
wise Russia or China would — 
“AND THAT IS NOT GOING TO 
HAPPEN!” “NATO becomes far 
more formidable and effective 
with Greenland in the hands of 
the UNITED STATES,” Trump 
wrote. “Anything less than that 
is unacceptable.”

Greenland, a semiautonomous 
territory of NATO ally Denmark, 
is at the centre of a geopolitical 
storm as Trump insists he wants 
to own it — and residents of its 
capital, Nuuk, say it isn’t for sale. 
The White House hasn’t ruled out 
taking the Arctic island by force.

Anything less than 
having Greenland 
unacceptable: US

AGENCIES

Hyderabad, Jan 14: A promise 
made during recent gram pan-
chayat elections to eliminate 
the stray dog menace has led 

to one of the largest reported 
cases of animal cruelty in Tel-
angana, with at least 500 stray 
dogs allegedly killed by lethal 
injections over the past two 
weeks in multiple districts, 
police said.

Investigations by animal 
activists and police have un-
covered mass killings of dogs 
in Warangal, Hanamkonda, 
Kamareddy and Jagtiyal dis-
tricts. The dogs were allegedly 
poisoned or given lethal injec-
tions, after which their carcass-
es were buried in mass graves 
or dumped on village outskirts.

In the latest incident, po-
lice said around 200 dogs were 

killed in Kamareddy district, 
pushing the overall toll to about 
500 in about two weeks. Six peo-
ple, including fi ve village sar-
panches, have been booked in 
connection with that case.

Earlier, police in Hanam-
konda district registered cases 
against nine people, including 
two women sarpanches, their 
husbands, gram panchayat sec-
retaries and hired workers, for 
the alleged killing of nearly 300 
dogs in Shayampet and Arepal-
ly villages earlier this month.

According to police and vil-
lage sources, several sarpanch 
candidates promised “dog-free 
villages” during the Decem-
ber gram panchayat elections, 
citing public anger over stray 
dog attacks. After being elected, 
some allegedly authorised the 
killings to fulfi l those pledges.

A video that surfaced from 
Dharmapuri municipality in 
Jagtiyal district showed a man 
injecting a dog with a lethal 
substance, after which the ani-
mal collapsed within minutes. 
The footage has intensifi ed 
public outrage and prompted a 
wider probe.

Police offi cials said at least 
15 suspects are now under in-
vestigation, including seven 
sarpanches. Gram panchayat 
staff members are accused of 
arranging logistics and hiring 
private contractors to carry out 
the killings using poisoned bait 
and injections.

All the accused have been 
booked under Section 325 of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 
which deals with killing or 
poisoning animals, and under 
provisions of the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals Act. Fo-
rensic tests are underway to 
determine the exact nature of 
the poison used.

Meanwhile, the Supreme 
Court Tuesday took a stern 
view of the stray dog issue, 
warning state governments of 
heavy compensation in dog-
bite cases but reiterating that 
culling is illegal. Following 
the incidents, the Telangana 
government issued directions 
to district collectors to strict-
ly enforce the Animal Birth 
Control Rules, which mandate 
sterilisation and vaccination 
instead of killing.

CANINE CONUNDRUM: As the 
stray dog population rises, fear, 
anger and compassion collide 
in a deeply moral dilemma. On 
one hand, communities demand 
protection, safer streets and ac-
countability from local author-
ities, especially after attacks on 
children and the elderly. On the 
other, reports of mass poisonings 
and illegal culling raise disturb-
ing questions about humanity, 
legality and the value placed on 
animal life. Is fear an excuse for 
cruelty, or is inaction equally 
cruel to those living in constant 
anxiety? The Supreme Court has 
acknowledged the seriousness 
of the stray dog menace while 
fi rmly rejecting killing as a solu-
tion. Caught between safety and 
compassion, society continues to 
wrestle with a question that has 
no easy answers: how far can we 
go to protect ourselves without 
losing our moral compass?

Stray dog massacre in T’gana

REUTERS

Islamabad, Jan 14: Pakistan 
said Wednesday it had signed 
an agreement with a fi rm con-
nected to World Liberty Finan-
cial, the main crypto business 
of US President Donald Trump’s 
family, to explore using World 
Liberty’s USD1 stablecoin for 
cross-border payments.

The Pakistan Virtual Asset 
Regulatory Authority said in a 
statement that a memorandum of 
understanding with SC Financial 
Technologies, a little-known com-
pany it described as an “affi liated 
entity” of World Liberty, would 
enable “dialogue and technical 
understanding around emerging 
digital payment architectures.”

The announcement rep-
resents one of the fi rst public-
ly announced tie-ups between 
World Liberty, a crypto-based 
fi nance platform launched in 
September 2024, and a sover-
eign state. It also comes amid 
a warming of ties between Pa-
kistan and the United States.

Under the agreement, SC 
Financial Technologies will 
work with Pakistan’s central 
bank to integrate its USD1 sta-
blecoin into a regulated digital 
payments structure, allowing 
the token to operate alongside 
Pakistan’s own digital curren-
cy infrastructure, a source in-
volved in the deal said.

The memorandum was 
announced during a visit to 
Pakistan by World Liberty’s 
co-founder and chief executive 
Zach Witkoff, who is the son of 
US special envoy Steve Witkoff.

A government photograph 
showed Finance Minister Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb and Wit-
koff signing the agreement, with 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
and army chief General Asim 
Munir standing behind them. 

World Liberty did not imme-
diately respond to a request for 
comment on the visit and tie-
up. Stablecoins - digital tokens 
typically pegged to the dollar 
- have ballooned in value in 
recent years.

Pak partners 
with Trump’s
crypto fi rm

AGENCIES

Los Angeles, Jan 14: Hol-
lywood star Zoe Saldana has 
emerged as the highest-gross-
ing leading actor of all time 
at the worldwide box offi ce, 
bagging the top position at the 
global rankings following the 
release and blockbuster success 
of ‘Avatar: Fire and Ash’.

According to box offi ce track-
ing website Numbers, which 
compiles worldwide data on 
the top 100 stars in leading 
roles, Saldana ranks fi rst with 

a cumulative global box offi ce 
collection of USD 15.46 billion 
from 33 fi lms, averaging nearly 
USD 469 million per movie.

Her record is bolstered by ap-
pearances in some of the biggest 
blockbusters in cinema history, 
including Avatar (2009), which 
grossed USD 2.92 billion, Aveng-
ers: Endgame (2019) with USD 
2.71 billion, Avatar: The Way of 
Water (2022) at USD 2.32 billion, 
Avengers: Infi nity War (2018) 
with USD 2.04 billion and Ava-
tar: Fire and Ash (2025), which 
has earned over USD 1.23 billion 
worldwide so far.

Saldana has starred in the 
three highest-grossing fi lms of 
all time — the two Avatar fi lms 
and Avengers: Endgame — and 
is the fi rst actress to feature in 
four movies that have crossed 
the USD 2 billion mark globally.

Scarlett Johansson is at num-
ber two in the list with USD 15.40 

billion from 36 fi lms, and Sam-
uel L Jackson at number three 
with USD 14.61 billion from over 
70 fi lms. Other stars in the top 
10 include Robert Downey Jr., 
Chris Pratt, Tom Cruise, Chris 
Hemsworth, Vin Diesel, Chris 
Evans and Dwayne Johnson.

Last year, Johansson rose 
to the top spot after Jurassic 
World Rebirth amassed USD 

869 million worldwide. The ac-
tor has also appeared in multi-
ple Marvel fi lms.

Reacting to the milestone, 
Saldana posted a video mes-
sage on social media Tuesday 
evening, thanking fi lmmakers, 
collaborators and fans across 
the world for their support.

“I just want to express my sin-
cerest gratitude for the extraor-

dinary journey that has led me 
to become the highest-grossing 
fi lm actor of all time today,” said 
Saldana, who won her maiden 
Oscar for her performance in 
Emilia Perez in 2025.

“An achievement made pos-
sible entirely, entirely by the 
incredible franchises and the 
collaborators that I have been 
fortunate enough to be a part 
of, to every director who placed 
their trust in me,” she said.

To her fans, Saldana said 
their unwavering support, 
passion and loyalty are the true 
foundation of this milestone.

“None of this exists without 
you showing up time and time 
again with open hearts and 
enthusiasm. This accomplish-
ment belongs to all of us, and 
I’m deeply grateful and pro-
foundly humbled. And may the 
next record breaker be another 
woman,” she concluded.

Zoe Saldana highest-grossing actor of all time
May the next record 
breaker be another 

woman, says the ‘Avatar: 
Fire and Ash’ actress 

who dethroned 
Scarlett Johansson 
to achieve the feat

POST NEWS NETWORK

Boinda, Jan 14: The carcass 
of a male elephant was recov-
ered Wednesday from Kadali-
munda Khesada forest under 
the Bamur forest range in 
Kishorenagar block of Angul 
district, forest offi cials said.

Preliminary inquiry indicat-
ed that the elephant, estimated 
to be about 15 years old, had 
died nearly four days earlier. 
The exact cause of death, how-
ever, is yet to be ascertained.

According to offi cials, a forest 
patrol team spotted the carcass 
while monitoring the area inside 
the forest. Following the discov-
ery, Regional Chief Conservator 
of Forests (RCCF) Sanjay Kumar 
Sai, Athamallik Divisional For-

est Offi cer (DFO) Santosh Kumar 
Kapula and Bamur forest ranger 
Swadhin Samal reached the spot 
and launched an inquiry.

A post-mortem was con-
ducted by veterinary surgeon 
Pradipta Kumar Singh of the 
Angul district Animal Hus-
bandry department. After the 
examination, the carcass was 
buried at the site in accordance 
with standard procedures.

Forest offi cials said further 
investigation is underway to 
determine the actual reason 
behind the animal’s death. 

Tusker found dead
in Khesada forest



Mumbai: After her breakup with actor Arjun Kapoor, 
Malaika Arora has frequently found herself in the 

spotlight after being spotted with a mystery man, 
sparking speculation about her love life on so-
cial media. Now, Malaika has addressed the 
buzz.

Recently, Malaika joined an episode of 
The Namrata Zakaria Show on YouTube 
where she spoke about the chatter around 
having a mystery man in her life.

The 52-year-old mentioned that her rela-
tionships have always been spoken about and 
have always made headlines.

When the host asked about her being spotted with a mystery 
man, post her breakup with Arjun, Malaika shared, “People 

like talking. If you are spotted with somebody, you go 
out, and it becomes a huge discussion. I don’t real-
ly want to give chatter unnecessarily, too much 
of fuel. I don’t want to do that because it really 
doesn’t serve any purpose. Trust me, every time 
I have stepped out, even if it’s a longtime friend, 
a gay friend, a married friend, an old friend, a 
manager or anybody, I am immediately linked 
to that person. We laughed and joked about 
it. My mother calls me and asks, ‘Who is this 
now, baby? Who are they talking about?’ It 
has just become laughable.”
AGENCIES

Mumbai: In today’s social media-driven land-
scape, public perception can be easily infl u-
enced by manufactured narratives, often 
unrelated to an actor’s work or perform-
ance. Sonal expressed disappointment 
over how such tactics are being used to 
undermine peers instead of encouraging 
healthy competition.

“These paid PR attacks on actors need 
to stop. It’s getting out of hand now. All 
this negative PR is unnecessary and 
toxic. You can’t look good by making 
someone look bad. Why can’t we just 
be happy for each other?” Sonal said, 
adding that actors work hard and de-
serve a more supportive professional 
environment.

Her comments follow similar re-
marks made recently by actresses 
Tara Sutaria and Taapsee Pannu, 
who also spoke about facing nega-
tive PR campaigns. Together, these 
statements have drawn attention to 
the less-discussed aspects of publicity 
strategies within the industry.

While competition remains an inher-
ent part of the fi lm business, many be-
lieve that persistent trolling and paid 
negativity only weaken the creative 
ecosystem. Beyond affecting public 
image, such practices can also take 
a toll on mental well-being and 
divert attention away from an 
actor’s actual work.

Sonal Chauhan, who has pro-
jects lined up including Mirza-
pur: The Film, emphasized the 
need for kindness and mutual 
respect within the industry. 
AGENCIES

Mumbai: Iran-born Indian Actress Elnaaz 
Norouzi has shared a strong message on 
faith, humanity, and the misuse of religion, 
saying that belief should never be confused 
with extremism or oppression.

In a note she penned on Instagram, El-
naaz said one can be Muslim and still re-

ject radical Islamism, adding that faith 
and extremism are not the same.

She wrote: “A small reminder for 
anyone who needs to hear it: You 
can be Muslim and still reject rad-
ical Islamism. Faith and extremism 
are not the same thing. I was born 
Muslim, and I will never support 
tyranny or injustice done in the 
name of religion.”

The actress emphasised that be-
ing a believer does not mean pre-
tending one’s community is perfect, 

but having the courage to call out 
what is wrong.

“Being a believer doesn’t mean pre-
tending your community is perfect, it 
means being honest enough to call out 
what’s wrong,” she wrote.

Stressing that humanity matters 
above all else, Elnaaz said she has met 

both good and bad people across all 
faiths, and that the actions of a 

few should not defi ne an entire 
religion.

“Here’s what matters – 
HUMANITY I don’t care 
if you’re Muslim, Jewish, 

Christian, Hindu… I’ve 
met incredible people 
across all faiths, and 
I’ve also met bad people 
across all faiths. The 
bad ones don’t make the 
entire religion bad,” she 
added. 
IANS

This day, you will be able to 
express and communicate 
your ideas and feelings very convincingly, 
assures Ganesha. All those to who come 
in contact with you today will be clear, 
and appreciative about whatever you tell 
them. At work your superiors are likely 
to be responsive and helpful. Al said and 
done, you are not likely to face any diffi -
culties or disappointments today. 

Your health interests will take 
precedence over career, says 
Ganesha. There are indications 
that you will spare more time working out 
at a gym. Those in the fi eld of marketing 
and advertising will have a fabulous time. 
A good marketing strategy will bring maxi-
mum profi ts with minimum efforts.

You will be busy on the 
work front today. It is a 
good day for those who are 
self-employed. Housewives will remain 
extremely busy with household matters. 
You will be able to work according to 
your desire though, says Ganesha.

Close members of your family 
and friends will take up most 
of your time today. Students 
will have to pay more attention to studies 
as exams are upcoming, and they will 
have to learn to balance study and free 
time. Ganesha says today is a good time 
to buy property. All in all, it is a day when 
you can afford to relax and let your mind 
pursue its interests.

“It's a dream come true,” you 
may utter these words in sur-
prise today, feels Ganesha. 
Your palatial home is ready or you may 
just get the keys of your much desired 
vehicle. You may have an extended 
celebration by receiving or giving gifts 
to your closed ones. However, make sure 
you do not make a hole in your pocket.

Your business may bring 
you faster growth rates than 
bacteria today. Moreover, 
banking transactions will fetch returns 
exceeding your expectation. Management 
institutes will value your expertise and 
experience, predicts Ganesha. All in all, a 
day when progressions are on the rise.

At times you are very direct 
in your approach and often 
end up hurting your near 
ones badly. Today, you'll bandage some 
old wounds and make efforts to restore 
old relationships, says Ganesha. But, your 
struggle to improve rapport may not be 
as successful as you want it to be.

The cupid may strike you 
today! The singles may feel 
the energy and excitement 
of budding romance. Equally blissful day 
for the married couples, too, as they will 
spend quality time with each other. Go 
down the memory lane, go through some 
photo albums and cherish those long lost 
moments, says Ganesha.

Unexpected expenses are 
likely to crop up today. There 
are strong indications that 
you will set out upon a journey or a picnic 
to some nearby place, without too much 
prior planning. However, the journey will 
be comfortable and your travel plans will 
go off without a hitch. Even if you don’t 
undertake any travel today, you will fi nd 
yourself poring over the memories of 
your earlier sojourns, says Ganesha.

You may not have been 
crowned ‘Employee Of The 
Month’, but do not let that distract you 
from the fact that today, you are the 
brightest star in offi ce. Be prepared to 
get some special treatment at work, 
as your bosses shower praise on you. 
Apart from that, a lot of tangible and 
intangible benefi ts await you. 

Your way of talk today will 
be such that it can cause 
misunderstanding. In a fi t of emotion, you 
will take a hasty decision. You will regret 
the same in future, but you will also get 
a chance to rectify the same. So, says 
Ganesha, do not take a any ad hoc or 
temporary decision but a fi rm decision.

You need to be very cautious 
today, says Ganesha. The 
results of a lot of hard work 
over a long time may be undone by one 
impulsive decision. After a stressful morn-
ing, you could just wish to spend time with 
children, playing their childish games.
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EMILIA HAD BREAKDOWN 
AFTER GAME OF THRONES

LAWRENCE: I IDENTIFY AS 
A STAY-AT-HOME MOM

English actress Emilia Clarke had a 
full mental breakdown after Game 
of Thrones ended and she had time 
to process the previous decade. The 
39-year-old shot to fame playing Dae-
nerys Targaryen in the fantasy drama 
series from 2011 to 2019.  

Actress Jennifer Lawrence said she is 
only busy during the hectic press tours 
for her movies, and for the rest of her 
time, she enjoys a quiet life. Speaking on 
the Smartless podcast, Lawrence said: 
"That's me. I identify as a stay-at-home 
mom. But I am obviously working.
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Mumbai: Bollywood actor Ak-
shaye Khanna is riding high on 
success after his recent release, 
Dhurandhar. His portrayal of Re-
hman Dakait struck a chord with 
audiences, with many viewers even 
believing that he overshadowed the 
fi lm’s protagonist, Ranveer Singh. 
Ever since, fans have been eager to 
know whether Akshaye will return 
in the sequel, and if reports are to 
be believed, the actor is indeed set 
to be a part of it.

According to a report in Film-
fare, the makers of Dhurandhar 2 
already have the sequel in place 
and are currently fi ne-tuning 
it, with Akshaye set to return. 

Sources confi rmed to the publica-
tion that Akshaye Khanna will be 
back on set for a short one-week 
shoot, aimed at expanding his char-
acter’s backstory and adding more 
layers to his role in the next chapter 
of the franchise.

In Dhurandhar, Akshaye plays 
Pakistani gangster Rehman Dakait. 
His brief, impromptu dance to Flip-
perachi’s Fa9La in the fi lm went 
viral on social media, with fans 
and content creators enthusiastic-
ally recreating the moment. Several 
clips featuring Akshaye’s perform-
ance also fl ooded the internet, earn-
ing him renewed popularity and 
widespread appreciation.  AGENCIES
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Akshaye’s Dakait to return in Dhurandhar 2
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GOPALPUR BEACH FESTIVAL TO BEGIN JAN 27
BHUBANESWAR: The four-day Gopalpur Beach Festival is set to begin January 27 in the scenic coastal 

town of Gopalpur in Ganjam district, offi cial sources said Wednesday. The festival, which was earlier 
scheduled to start January 22, has been rescheduled to accommodate ceremonial events and special 
guests, including the Governor and Chief Minister. Commerce and Transport Minister Bibhuti Bhusan 

Jena, who made the announcement during a preparatory meeting, said the festival’s inauguration will 
be graced by Governor Hari Babu Kambhampati, while the closing ceremony January 30 will see the 

presence of CM Mohan Charan Majhi. “Initially, we had planned to hold the festival from January 22, but 
after considering the schedules of the dignitaries, the dates have been revised to January 27–30. The 

event will showcase Odisha’s rich cultural heritage and boost tourism in the region,” Jena said.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: People 
across Odisha Wednesday took 
holy dips in different water bod-
ies on the occasion of Makar 
Sankranti.

Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi took a dip in the Bai-
tarani river in his home district 
of Keonjhar and also offered 
prayers at a Shiva temple.

“May this great tradition of 
Odisha further strengthen our 
social unity and harmony. May 
the blessings of Mahaprabhu 
keep the stream of the state’s 
progress uninterrupted, and 
may every family be fi lled with 
joy and happiness,” he said in 
a post on X.

Makar Sankranti, a harvest 
festival, marks the movement 
of the Sun northwards, towards 
the Tropic of Cancer. It is be-
lieved that worshipping the 
Sun keeps diseases and pover-
ty at bay. Thousands of people 
thronged Srimandir in Puri 
on the occasion, with special 
rituals being held since the 
morning.

The sibling deities – Lord Bal-
abhadra, Lord Jagannath and 
Devi Subhadra – were adorned 
with the ‘Makar Chourashi Be-
sha’ on the occasion. Garlands 
of colourful fl owers and holy 
basil are part of the Trinity’s 
attire for the day.

The deities are offered a spe-
cial sweet dish, ‘Makar Chaula’, 

prepared with newly-harvested 
rice, jaggery, grated coconut 
and bananas.

Meanwhile, the rituals at the 
famed Lingaraj Temple in Bhu-
baneswar were disrupted due to 
a dispute between two groups 
of servitors.

A large number of people 
also visited the Chandrabhaga 
beach and the centuries-old Sun 
Temple in Konark to witness 
the sunrise.

In south Odisha, which has a 
sizeable Telugu population, peo-
ple decorated the entrances of 
their houses with ‘rangoli’ and 
organised community feasts.

Kite fl ying added a splash of 
colour to the skies in different 
parts of the state, where chil-
dren and adults alike partici-
pated in friendly competitions.

Extending greetings to the 
people, Governor Hari Babu 
Kambhampati said, “May the 
grace of the Divine Lord fi ll 
everyone’s lives with joy and 
exuberance.”

Leader of Opposition Naveen 
Patnaik also extended greetings 
on the occasion.

“May this unique festival of 
our culture and tradition fi ll ev-
eryone’s lives with happiness, 
peace, and prosperity,” he said 
in a social media post.

Odisha celebrates Makar Sankranti with 
holy dips, kite fl ying & community feasts

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: Em-
inent literature scholar and 
researcher Nrusingha Charan 
Sarangi was conferred with the 
prestigious Vyasa Kabi Fakir 
Mohan Odia Bhasha Samman 
2021 by Odia Language, Liter-
ature and Culture (OLL&C) 
department Wednesday.

OLL&C Minister Sury-
abanshi Suraj presented 
the award to Sarangi at an 
event organised at Odisha 
Research Centre here to 
mark the birth anniversary 
celebrations of legendary 
litterateur Vyasa Kabi Fakir 
Mohan Senapati.

Sarangi was honoured in rec-
ognition of his distinguished 
contribution to Odia language 
and literature, his sustained ac-
ademic research and his signif-
icant literary works. As part of 

the honour, he received a cash 
award of Rs 5 lakh.

The OLL&C Minister paid 
fl oral tributes to Fakir Mohan 
Senapati and congratulated Sa-
rangi on receiving the honour.

In his address, the OLL&C 
Minister said, “Vyasa Kabi 
Fakir Mohan Senapati laid the 
foundation of modern Odia lit-
erature by giving voice to social 
realities. His writings continue 
to guide and inspire genera-

tions of readers and scholars. 
Fakir Mohan’s contribution 
ensured the vitality of Odia lit-
erature and his literary legacy 
remains deeply relevant even 
today.”

In his speech, Sarangi refl ect-
ed on the enduring infl uence of 
Fakir Mohan’s literary works, 
stating that they have been a 
constant source of inspiration 
for his academic journey. He 
also spoke on his comparative 

research on Nathaniel Haw-
thorne’s ‘The House of the 
Seven Gables’ and Fakir Mohan 
Senapati’s ‘Chha Mana Atha 
Guntha’. Sarangi expressed 
his gratitude to the Odisha Sa-
hitya Akademi and the OLL&C 
department for the honour.

On the occasion, the Odis-
ha Sahitya Akademi released 
two publications — ‘Rajakabi 
Gobindabhanja Granthabali’ 
and ‘Sahityika Janaki Bal-
labha Mohanty (Bharadwaj)’. 
Students of Utkal University 
of Culture presented a chorus 
music performance during the 
programme.

Noted writer and novelist 
Shantanu Acharya, OLL&C 
department Secretary Bijay 
Ketan Upadhyay, Special Sec-
retary Deba Prasad Dash and 
Odisha Sahitya Akademi Secre-
tary Chandrasekhar Hota were 
present on the occasion.

Vyasa Kabi Fakir Mohan Odia Bhasha
Samman for Nrusingha Charan Sarangi

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur/Bhubaneswar, Jan 
14: The Odisha government is 
preparing a comprehensive plan 
for the integrated development, 
heritage conservation, and mod-
ern historical research of major 
Buddhist sites in the state, said 
Deputy Chief Minister Pravati 
Parida in Jajpur Wednesday.

Addressing the second ‘Gu-
ru Padmasambhava Prayer 
Ceremony’ and ‘International 
Buddhist Conference’ at Uday-
agiri in Jajpur, Parida, who 
also holds the Tourism port-
folio, said that the conference 
will help in the development of 
Buddhist tourism while spread-
ing the message of peace and 
compassion across the world. 

“The land of Odisha has al-
ways progressed along the path 
of spirituality and the state gov-
ernment is making sustained ef-
forts in this direction,” she said.

Parida said, “The state gov-
ernment is preparing a compre-
hensive plan for the integrated 
development, heritage conser-
vation, and modern historical 
research of major Buddhist 
sites such as Ratnagiri, Lal-
itgiri, Udayagiri, Jirang, and 

Dhauli. To rejuvenate Odisha’s 
rich Buddhist culture, the state 
government has signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding with 
‘Light of Buddha Foundation’.”

“A special expert commit-
tee is being constituted for the 
development of Buddhism, 
and emphasis is being laid on 
connecting Odisha to India’s 
Buddhist Tourism Circuit,” 
the deputy CM said, adding that 
steps have also been initiated 
for the development of the Ji-
rang Mahavihara.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Odia Language, Literature and 
Culture Minister Suryabanshi 
Suraj said that ‘Guru Padma-
sambhava Prayer Ceremony’ 
has signifi cantly helped in 
disseminating the teachings 
of Buddhism and in widely 
promoting Odisha’s rich Bud-
dhist heritage. He noted that 
Buddhist devotees from across 
India and abroad have partici-
pated in this ceremony.

“Odisha holds historical ev-
idence of Guru Padmasambha-
va’s association with Vajraya-
na Buddhism and several less-
er-known aspects of Buddhist 
history in the state are now be-
ing brought to public attention,” 

the Culture Minister said.
The conference witnessed par-

ticipation of over 1,700 Buddhist 
followers, monks, and tourists 
from India and abroad. On the 
occasion, dignitaries released the 
‘Udayagiri Souvenir’ and books 
related to Buddhist heritage.

Following the addresses by 
the guests, a scholarly discus-
sion session on the historical 
links between Odisha and Guru 
Padmasambhava was held, fol-
lowed by a cultural programme 
in the evening. The discussion 
featured Richard Dixey from 
the Light of Buddha Founda-
tion, French Indologist Frédéric 
Maronval, eminent writer and 
researcher Prabir Pattanayak, 
researcher Anita Sabat, Profes-
sor Rahul Ravi Rao, and Lama 
Tenzin Samphel.

Badachana MLA Amar Kumar 
Nayak, Tourism Director Dipan-
kar Mahapatra, District Collec-
tor Ambar Kumar Kar and Bud-
dhist guru from Jirang Jigme 
Rinpoche were also present.

The conference is being 
organised through the joint 
efforts of the state govern-
ment’s Culture and Tourism 
departments and Jajpur dis-
trict administration.

INT’L BUDDHIST CONFERENCE AT UDAYAGIRI

Comprehensive plan for devpt 
of Buddhist sites soon: Parida

BHUBANESWAR: Opposition BJD 
Wednesday accused the ruling BJP of 
misusing offi cial government premises 
to conduct party meeting. In a state-
ment, BJD spokesperson Lenin Mohan-
ty alleged that the meeting of the BJP’s 
party in-charge has been included in 
the Sambalpur visit programme of the 
Food Supplies and Consumer Welfare 
Minister. While it has been mentioned 
in the minister’s tour programme that 
this meeting will be held at the Collec-
tor’s Conference Hall, directions have 
also been given to authorities to ask 
all government offi cials of the district 
to remain present at this BJP leader’s 
meeting, he claimed. Mohanty asked 
how a BJP in-charge and other party 
functionaries could hold a meeting 
at the Collector’s Conference Hall, 
and why should government offi cials 
attend it? “This clearly indicates that 
the BJP is attempting to convert gov-
ernment offi ces into its party offi ces. 
Across the state, nuisance by BJP 
leaders and workers in government 
offi ces, and attacks on government 
offi cials have become a day-to-day 
occurrence under the BJP rule,” he 
said. “Now, by organising meetings of 
party functionaries inside govern-
ment offi ces, the BJP is trying to exert 
pressure on government offi cials and 
secure partisan interests of its work-
ers,” the statement read. 

BJP using govt office
for party meeting: BJD

IIT-Bhub's tech for bauxite exploration

MISSION CLEANLINESS: Forest offi cials and school students pose for a photo op during a beach cleaning and 
plastic-free awareness campaign at Konark, Wednesday OP PHOTO 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: A 
group of researchers at IIT-Bhu-
baneswar has developed a satel-
lite-based cost-effective technol-
ogy for bauxite prospecting and 
exploration in Odisha.

Bauxite, the primary ore of 
aluminum, is a critical raw 
material for industries such 
as aerospace, construction, 
and packaging. With the global 
aluminum market projected by 
Credit Suisse to face a supply 
shortfall by 2030, ensuring a sta-
ble domestic supply has become 
a strategic priority for India.

The group, led by Assistant 
Professor Ashim Sattar, In-
dian Institute of Technology 
(IIT)-Bhubaneswar, was award-
ed in the 4th Odisha Mining and 
Infrastructure International 
Conference 2026 for developing 
the technology.

This unique technique was 
published in the Journal of 
Geochemical Exploration, in 
the 4th Odisha Mining and 
Infrastructure International 

Conference 2026.
Sattar and his research 

group successfully identifi ed 
potential bauxite depositional 
sites at a regional-scale across 
the Koraput and Rayagada dis-
tricts of Odisha using advanced 
hyper spectral satellite remote 
sensing, the institute said in a 
statement.

The study integrated hyper 
spectral satellite data, fi eld 
surveys, geochemical and pet-
ro graphic assessments, and 

laboratory spectral studies. 
Together, these techniques 
provide a robust framework for 
fi rst-order mapping of potential 
bauxite deposits. This pioneer-
ing study marks the fi rst large-
scale remote sensing-based as-
sessment of bauxite zones in 
Odisha, it said.

Odisha has an estimated 
2.3 billion tonnes of bauxite 
reserves, accounting for over 
50 per cent of India’s total re-
sources. However, much of 

this mineral lies in challenging 
terrains of the Eastern Ghats, 
making traditional exploration 
time-consuming, expensive, 
and environmentally intensive, 
mining experts said.

Using hyper spectral im-
aging, the IIT-Bhubaneswar 
team leveraged the concept of 
spectral signature which is a 
distinctive pattern of electro-
magnetic response of earth 
materials, to detect potential 
bauxite-bearing zones across 
two districts of Odisha. This 
technique can offer a cost-effec-
tive, rapid, and eco-friendly ap-
proach to support sustainable 
mineral exploration in Odisha 
and beyond, they said.

The fi ndings are expected to 
support the mining industry 
and policymakers in identifying 
potential bauxite exploration 
zones, optimizing resources, 
and minimising environmental 
impacts. This initiative lays the 
foundation for next-generation 
mineral mapping and sustain-
able resource management in 
Odisha, they said.

Dharitri and Orissa POST Editor Tathagata Satpathy being felicitated by Binjharpur MLA Pramila Mallik at a state-level literary event organised by 
‘Akhilachakra’ in Jajpur, Wednesday OP PHOTO

ODISHA HAS AN ESTIMATED 2.3 BILLION TONNES OF BAUXITE RESERVES, 
ACCOUNTING FOR OVER 50 PER CENT OF INDIA’S TOTAL RESOURCES. 
HOWEVER, MUCH OF THIS MINERAL LIES IN CHALLENGING TERRAINS 

OF THE EASTERN GHATS, MAKING TRADITIONAL EXPLORATION 
TIME-CONSUMING, EXPENSIVE, AND ENVIRONMENTALLY INTENSIVE

CHIEF 
MINISTER 
MOHAN 

CHARAN MAJHI 
TOOK A DIP IN 

THE BAITARANI 
RIVER IN HIS 

HOME DISTRICT 
OF KEONJHAR 

AND ALSO 
OFFERED 

PRAYERS AT A 
SHIVA TEMPLE

THOUSANDS 
OF PEOPLE 
THRONGED 

SRIMANDIR IN 
PURI ON THE 
OCCASION, 

WITH SPECIAL 
RITUALS BEING 

HELD SINCE 
THE MORNING
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

28.2° 26.4°
12.1° 11.4°
82% 82%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Cold wave 
condition likely 
to prevail over 

Bhubaneswar and 
its neighbourhood 

area

MARKET WATCH

GOLD  `142,971   `730

SILVER ̀ 289,051  ̀ 13,864

DOLLAR  90.41   0.14

EURO    105.34   0.02

SENSEX 83382.71   66.70

NIFTY  25665.60   244.98

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

I, Sri Mohan Kumar 
Dash, S/o Ashok Dash, 
At-Dash Colony, Ward 
No. - 10, PS/Dist. - 
Bargarh, I have lost my 
original money receipt 
of  Rs.95828 issued by 
the TPWODL authority 
and my consumer 
number - 512001111628. 
If  any person found 
it, kindly deposit the 
same at TPWODL offi ce, 
Bargarh.

 CLASSIFIED
LOST

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: In a 
signifi cant step towards en-
hancing passenger comfort, 
hygiene and service quality, 
East Coast Railway (ECoR) 
Waltair Division’s DRM Lalit 
Bohra launched an innovative 
tea and coffee vending initia-
tive on trains. This new system 
(gadget), fi rst-of-its-kind, aims 
to provide passengers with tast-
ier, hotter and more hygienic 
beverages while ensuring ease 
of operation for vendors.

Traditionally, tea and coffee 
were carried in open buckets 
or cans held by hand, which 

was often unappealing and 
raised hygiene concerns. Un-
der the new initiative, vendors 
are equipped with a specially 
designed wearable gadget fea-
turing an insulated thermos 
container. 

Tea and coffee packets are 
neatly stored in one pouch, 
while disposable cups are kept 
in another, leaving both hands 
of the vendor free for smooth 
movement and safe service.

The gadget also includes a 
dedicated pocket for safe dis-
posal of used sachets and waste 
generated during vending, 
making the process cleaner and 
more environment-friendly. 

To further enhance passen-
ger convenience, a QR code has 
been integrated into the gadget, 
enabling digital payments and 
ensuring a completely has-
sle-free experience.

The new system not only 
looks appealing but is also 
highly hygienic, as the equip-
ment cannot be placed on the 
fl oor, seats or other unhygienic 
surfaces, which was common in 
earlier practices. 

The insulated container 
helps in maintaining higher 
temperature for longer dura-
tion, thereby preserving the 
taste and quality of tea, coffee, 
soup, milk and noodles being 

served. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Bohra stated that this ini-
tiative is being introduced as a 
pilot project on the AP Express 
on the auspicious occasion of 
Bhogi-Sankranthi, when the 
entire state of Andhra Pradesh 
is in a festive mood. “Passenger 
feedback will be closely moni-
tored and, based on responses, 
further improvements will be 
made before extending the sys-
tem to more trains,” he added. 

He also emphasised that this 
initiative will positively impact 
passengers’ perception by offer-
ing them tastier and more hygien-
ic refreshments. The ergonomic 
design of the gadget also reduces 
the physical load on vendors and 
enables them to move easily from 
one coach to another.

Under the pilot project, each 
insulated container can has a 
capacity of 5 litre and can serve 
approximately 35 passengers at 
a time. Once refi lled, the vendor 
can conveniently serve an en-
tire coach in one round. 

Building on the success 
and positive feedback of the 
onboard vending system, 
Waltair Division plans to ex-
tend the initiative to platform 
vending as well.

ECoR launches innovative refreshment system
Waltair Division launches India’s fi rst onboard tea & coffee vending system, serving hotter, 

tastier, and hygienic drinks with hassle-free operation for vendors

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Khurda, Jan 14: The Khurda 
Excise team Wednesday seized 
115 grams of brown sugar and 
140 kg of ganja in separate raids 
at different locations, leading to 
the arrest of two smugglers.

In the fi rst case, the District 
Mobile Unit of Khurda Excise 
conducted a raid between 7 
am and 12.15 pm at Gurujanga 
Road near the Nagamata Mansa 
Devi Temple.

During the operation, the 
team seized 115 grams of brown 
sugar along with a scooter. The 
accused, identifi ed as Trinath 
Behera (36), absconded from the 
spot, while Upendra Bhoi (56) 
was arrested by the team.

In another major seizure, the 
Khurda Excise Station, acting 
on a reliable tip-off, intercepted 

a vehicle near the roadside be-
fore the Malipada NH-16 fl yover 
under Jankia police station lim-
its. During the search, the ex-
cise team recovered and seized 
140 kg of ganja from the vehicle 
and arrested Susanta Kumar Sa-

hoo (39) on smuggling charges.
The accused were booked 

under provisions of the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985. 
Further investigation is un-
derway in both cases to ascer-

tain the source and network 
involved in the contraband 
smuggling.

Khurda Excise seizes drugs; two arrested

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: The 
state government has started 
preparations for the Rath Ya-
tra seven months in advance 
to ensure zero-error arrange-
ments for the mega festival, 
which saw three deaths due to a 
stampede in 2025, offi cials said 
Wednesday.

Chief Secretary Anu Garg 
chaired a preparatory meeting 
Tuesday evening and asked of-
fi cials to learn from last year’s 
lapses and make preparations 
on how to avoid them in the 

next festival.
“I have urged all the depart-

ments to identify errors from 
the Rath Yatra of previous 
years and implement corrective 
measures. Seven months are 
left for the mega event, during 
which one can make error-free 
planning,” she told reporters.

The meeting was attended by 
DGP YB Khurania, DG of Fire 
Services Sudhansu Sarangi, 
Additional Chief Secretary 
(Home) Hemant Sharma, Shree 
Jagannath Temple Administra-
tion’s Chief Administrator Ar-
abinda Padhee, Puri Collector 

Dibyajyoti Parida and Puri SP 
Prateek Singh, among others.

As per practice, the Chief 
Secretary holds a state-level 
preparatory meeting for the 
festival four months ahead of 

the event. This year, Rath Ya-
tra will be held July 16.

Asked why the meeting was 
held so early this time, she 
said, “We do not want to take 
any chance. Every department 

should start drawing up fool-
proof plans from now on.”

During the Rath Yatra festi-
val last year, three people were 
killed, and several others were 
injured in a stampede. Besides, 
the delay in chariot pulling al-
so caused resentment among 
the devotees. A massive public 
outrage forced Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi to apolo-
gise for the lapses.

An offi cial said the focus 
of the meeting was mostly on 
crowd management, sanitation, 
water supply, infrastructure, 
security and traffi c manage-

ment. The temple requires 865 
logs for chariot-making every 
year. Since 47 logs have been 
in store from last year, the 
administration has started 
making arrangements for the 
remaining 818 logs, for which 
the Divisional Forest Offi cer 
(DFO) of Nayagarh is working, 
a statement said.

Apart from this, it was de-
cided not to allow free food 
distribution on the Grand 
Road, which causes crowding. 
Parking spaces for around 500 
cars will be made available for 
smooth management of traffi c.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: Paha-
la police Wednesday arrested 
a man for allegedly cheating a 
woman of `22.70 lakh by posing 
as a doctor and luring her with a 
false promise of marriage.

The accused has been identi-
fi ed as Ranjib Kumar Pradhan, 
who impersonated himself as 
Dr Prakash Pradhan.

According to police sources, 
the complainant came in con-
tact with Ranjib in 2021 through 
a matrimonial platform after 

sharing her biodata. Introducing 
himself as Dr Prakash Pradhan, 
the accused also falsely claimed 
that his younger brother, Tushar 
Pradhan, was working as a Dep-
uty Manager at SBI, Rayagada. 
Trusting his assurances of mar-
riage, the complainant and her 
family remained in regular con-
tact with him.

During this period, Ranjib 
convinced the complainant’s 
father to invest money on the 
pretext of Covid-19 senior cit-
izen policies, departmental 
training schemes and petrol 

pump dealership auctions. 
Acting on his instructions, the 
family transferred `22.70 lakh 
to Ranjib between June and 
December 2021.

Investigation revealed that 
after receiving the money, 
Ranjib deliberately delayed 
the marriage, failed to provide 
any policy bond documents, 
and continued to demand more 
money on false grounds. Tech-
nical analysis showed that the 
two mobile numbers used in 
the dealings were operated by 
Ranjib himself.

Preliminary fi ndings further 
revealed that Ranjib alone or-
chestrated the fraud by using 
multiple identities.

Police verifi cation with SBI 
Rayagada and CHC Manamun-
da confi rmed that no person 
named Tushar Pradhan was 
employed as Deputy Manager 
at the bank, nor was any doctor 
named Prakash Pradhan work-
ing at the said hospital.

During interrogation, Ranjib 
confessed to the offence and ad-
mitted using his father’s bank 
account to receive the cheated 

money. He was forwarded to 
court following his arrest, and 
further investigation into the 
matter is underway.

First preparatory meet for Rath Yatra 2026 held

Khurda Excise’s District 
Mobile Unit raided 

Gurujanga Road near the 
Nagamata Mansa Devi 

Temple, seizing 115 grams 
of brown sugar 
and a scooter

Acting on a tip-off, Khurda 
Excise intercepted a vehicle 

near the Malipada NH-16 
fl yover under Jankia police 

limits, seizing 140 kg of 
ganja and arresting Susanta 

Kumar Sahoo (39)

The accused were booked 
under the NDPS Act, 1985, 
and further investigation 

is underway to trace 
the source and network 

involved in the smuggling

Man posing as doctor cheats woman of `22.70 lakh

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: Police 
have arrested a 27-year-old man 
for threatening and attempting 
to extort money from a woman 
street vendor in the IG Park 
Lane area, Capital police said 
Wednesday.

According to the complaint, 
the accused, identifi ed as 
Suresh Behera, used to park 
his motorcycle near her road-
side stall and demand `100 per 
month illegally, threatening 
her with dire consequences. 
When the vendor refused, he 
verbally abused her. Suresh lat-
er returned armed with a sharp 
weapon and again threatened 
her over the extortion demand.

During investigation, police 
found suffi cient evidence that 
the accused had criminally 
intimidated the complainant 
while demanding extortion 
money. Acting on reliable infor-
mation, Suresh was arrested on 
January 13.

He reportedly confessed to 
his involvement in the offence. 
Based on his disclosure, police 
seized a sharp weapon (about 
45 cm long and 7.4 cm wide) 
and the motorcycle used in the 
crime. Suresh was forwarded 
to court following his arrest, 
and further investigation is 
underway.

Youth held for extortion 
threat to woman vendor

TALENT SPOTLIGHT: Children perform at the annual day function of Saraswati Sishu Vidya Mandir in Puri, Wednesday   OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: The 
Capital City is set to come 
alive this Sunday (January 18) 
as the Bhubaneswar Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) prepares to 
host the second Patha Utsav of 
the year on the Baramunda–
Jagamara New Road.

In preparation for the event, a 
high-level meeting was recently 
held under the chairpersonship 
of BMC Mayor Sulochana Das. 
The meeting was attended by 
Cultural Standing Committee 
Chairman Ramchandra Ranas-
ingh, member Mihir Kumar 
Rout, Additional Commission-
er Ratnakar Sahoo, Kailash 
Chandra Das, and other senior 
offi cials of the corporation.

Offi cials unanimously agreed 
that the upcoming Patha Utsav 
would be more vibrant and en-
gaging than the fi rst edition 
held earlier this winter at Mas-
ter Canteen. This time, several 
new games and cultural activ-
ities will be introduced, with 
a special focus on children’s 
entertainment.

Renowned playback singers 
Diptirekha Padhi and Jayashree 
Dhal will headline the musical 
performances, promising to cap-
tivate youth and music lovers 
alike. Another major attrac-
tion will be two separate “Bhu-
baneswar’s Got Talent” stages, 
aimed at showcasing the City’s 
hidden talents. A second stage 
featuring DJ music will keep the 
audience grooving throughout 
the morning.

2nd Patha Utsav 
of yr January 18

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: During 
a high-level committee meet-
ing on Ama Bus operations 
Wednesday, offi cials approved 
an incentive scheme for bus 
captains and guides, set to roll 
out from January 26.

Under the scheme, incentives 
will be disbursed quarterly 
based on comprehensive evalu-
ations of safe driving practices 
and overall performance.

Chaired by Housing and 
Urban Development Principal 
Secretary Usha Padhee, the 
meeting focused on strength-
ening road safety, enhancing 
passenger convenience, and 
improving driver skill devel-
opment and welfare.

Offi cials informed the com-
mittee that Ama Bus vehicle 
speeds were closely monitored 
during the fi rst two weeks of 
January and no cases of speed 
violations were reported. The 
meeting also discussed improv-
ing bus accommodation and 
management at bus stops.

The committee laid special 
emphasis on ensuring the safe-
ty of road users, particularly in 
view of increasing heavy vehi-
cle traffi c. Passenger-friendly 
services and systematic moni-
toring of bus operations were 
also reviewed.

To strengthen driver train-
ing, e-buses will be provided 
to the Institute of Driving 
Training and Research (IDTR). 
Drivers will be able to under-
go practical driving train-

ing daily within the training 
premises. For this purpose, 
multi-charging infrastructure 
is planned at Chhatia, Ber-
hampur, and Bonai (Sundar-
garh), which will also provide 
charging facilities for private 
EVs and government vehicles. 
The public will be able to access 
four-wheeler EV charging facil-
ities at these locations.

Public participation in 
Ama Bus route planning and 
services will commence from 
February, allowing citizens 
to share suggestions and feed-
back on route changes through 
social media platforms.

The duration of driver train-
ing programmes has been ex-
tended from three days to fi ve 
days, enabling more extensive 
heavy motor vehicle driving 
practice. Enhanced focus will 
be placed on psychometric 
tests, inhibitors, lane disci-
pline, and self-assessment. Ad-
ditionally, simulators will be 
introduced in training schools 
for specialised e-bus driving 
training. In line with passen-
ger safety and environmental 
sustainability, 30 old BPTCL 
buses that have completed 
over 1.5 lakh kilometers will be 
scrapped. In their place, small 
e-buses will be introduced in 
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack to 
improve last-mile connectivity.

Transport Commissioner 
Amitabh Thakur, CRUT Man-
aging Director Sanjay Biswal, 
DCP, Commissionerate Police, 
and Traffi c DCP were present 
at the meeting.

Incentives for Ama 
Bus staff from Jan 26
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Balasore, Jan 14: Even as the 
Balasore district administration 
has imposed restrictions to con-
trol rising air pollution levels, 
several illegal brick kilns are 
allegedly operating in violation 
of pollution control norms in 
Basta tehsil, raising concerns 
over lax enforcement.

District Collector Suryawan-
shi Mayur Vikas recently re-
viewed the implementation of 
air pollution control measures 
through videoconferencing with 
senior offi cials. The restrictions 
were imposed under Section 163 
of Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita (BNSS) following deteri-
oration in the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) in the region.

During the meeting, the Col-
lector directed all departments 
concerned to strictly enforce the 
guidelines, including regular 
water sprinkling in dusty areas, 
a ban on open burning with pen-
alties for violations, and strin-

gent action against illegal brick 
kilns operating without valid 
clearances.

However, locals alleged that 
dozens of illegal brick kilns 
continue to operate in Basta 
and Singla police station areas, 
defying the administration’s 
directives. According to sourc-
es, more than 70 brick kilns are 

functioning without approvals 
from the Mines department and 
State Pollution Control Board 
(SPCB) in panchayats such as 
Santoshpur, Raghunathpur, 
Karua, Paunshkuli, Tadada, 
Singla, Bhelora and Nabara.

Residents claimed that despite 
the issuance of show-cause notic-
es to 31 kilns by Basta tehsildar 
Sushant Kumar Pattnaik Janu-
ary 8, several units continued 
operations the next day. Smoke 
from kilns in Raghunathpur and 
Nabara panchayats reportedly 
envelop nearby areas, causing 
health issues, including respira-
tory problems among children.

Locals further alleged that 
kiln owners are extracting soil 
illegally from agricultural lands 
and using coal sourced through 
unauthorised channels for bak-
ing, aggravating air pollution. 
They accused the Mines, Rev-
enue and Forest departments 
and the pollution control board 
of turning a blind eye to the vi-
olations.

Illegal brick kilns fl out 
pollution norms, curbs

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargarh, Jan 14: In a major 
crackdown, police have busted 
a spurious oil and ghee manu-
facturing unit in Bargarh dis-
trict and seized materials used 
in the adulteration process.

Acting on allegations of spu-
rious ghee production, police 
and district administration 
offi cials conducted a surprise 
raid on a ghee manufacturing 
unit Tuesday near Barahagoda 
Chhak on the outskirts of Bar-
garh town.

The raid was led by Bargarh 
Sub-Collector Prasanna Kumar 
Pandey, along with personnel 
from the Bargarh Rural police 
station.  The offi cials sealed the 
manufacturing unit and seized 
large quantities of ghee, sesa-
me oil along with raw materials 
and equipment used in the pro-
duction. It is alleged that ghee 
and sesame oil were prepared 
using chemicals and automo-
bile grease or lubricants. 

Police detained two persons 
in connection with the case and 
launched an investigation.  

The alleged fake ghee rack-
et, which is believed to have 
been operating on the town’s 
outskirts for a long time, has 
triggered concern among local 
residents and become a topic of 
widespread discussion. Further 
investigation is underway, po-
lice added. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhadrak, Jan 14: Police in 
Bhadrak district Wednesday 
rescued a one-month-old ba-
by girl, who was allegedly 
sold for `35,000 by her par-
ents due to financial distress, 
officials said.

A team led by Bhandar-

ipokhari Police Station in-
spector-in-charge Rajalaksh-
mi Nayak conducted a raid in 
Cuttack’s Rajabagicha area 
and rescued the infant.

The child was admitted to 
Bhadrak District Headquar-
ters Hospital for medical 
examination and treatment, 
Nayak said, adding, she would 

be produced before the Child 
Welfare Committee (CWC), 
which will decide whether 
the baby will be restored to 
her family or placed under 
alternative care.

During investigation, police 
found that the baby’s unem-
ployed father, Sipu Das, had 
borrowed money from vil-
lagers and failed to repay the 
loans on time.  Under pres-
sure from moneylenders, the 
couple allegedly sold their 
daughter for `35,000 to a close 
relative, who lives in Cuttack, 
police said.

The case came to light after 
the baby’s grandmother, Sabi-
tri Das, lodged a complaint. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Jan 14: Crocodile 
population in Similipal Wild-
life Sanctuary in Mayurbhanj 
district has increased margin-
ally, with the three-day census 
conducted by Forest depart-
ment revealed that there are 84 
such reptiles in the sanctuary 
as compared to 81 in 2025.

The counting conducted 
from January 6 to 8 involved 
more than 30 teams. Surveys 
were carried out across over 
20 water bodies in eight rivers 
within the division. Offi cials 
said the current count shows 

an increase of three crocodiles 
compared to the last year.

The census was conducted 
across the north and south 
divisions of Similipal Tiger 
Reserve (STR). The fi ndings 
revealed 78 crocodiles in the 
south division, one in north 

division and fi ve at Ramatirtha 
crocodile breeding centre, tak-
ing the total to 84.

Forest offi cials claimed the 
rise refl ects the success of on-
going wildlife conservation and 
breeding efforts in Similipal.

Authorities attributed the 
gradual increase to the re-
lease of juvenile crocodiles 
from Ramatirtha breed-
ing centre into rivers and 
streams. Environment experts 
also cited the availability of 
suitable habitats and a stable 
food chain as key factors con-
tributing to the growth in the 
crocodile population.

CHANDRANSHU MISHRA, OP

Bhawanipatna, Jan 14: Add-
ing spiritual fervour to the ongo-
ing Kalahandi Utsav, the sacred 
torch (Mashal), symbolising the 
district’s rich spiritual, cultural, 
and historical heritage, arrived 
in Bhawanipatna from various 
prominent religious, spiritual, 
and shrines of the district. The 
torch was accorded a warm and 
grand welcome at different ma-
jor intersections of the town.

Amid the presence of sever-
al eminent personalities of the 
district, the torch was placed at 
Gandhi Chhak. Students from 
Shaheed Rendo Majhi Medi-
cal College, Maa Manikeswari 
University, Government Engi-
neering College, Government 
Women’s College, Agriculture 

College, and other institutions 
of the town actively participated 
in the procession.

In the second phase, in the 
august presence of Udit Pratap 
Deo, the main torch was cere-
monially taken out from Maa 

Manikeswari Temple after tra-
ditional rituals and worship. 
The main torch then joined 
other torches, culminating in 
a massive cultural procession 
that proceeded to the main fes-
tival venue at Shaheed Rendo 

Majhi Stage.
The procession was joined 

by District Collector Sachin 
Prakash, Chairperson of Bha-
wanipatna Municipality Bishnu 
Pradhan, District Culture Offi -
cer Vivekananda Mahananda 
and District Information and 
Public Relations Offi cer Halad-
har Nial, among others.

Mashal Committee president 
Bhabanishankar Nial led the 
procession along with Nodal 
Offi cer Srikant Dalai, Co-Pres-
ident and Mo Bharat Kendra 
Coordinator Prasanna Meher, 
Treasurer Dutiya Banchhor, 
Co-President Santosini Das, 
Conveners Yayati Kesari Nay-
ak and Pradeep Kumar Das, 
besides all committee members 
and youth volunteers of the Mo 
Bharat Kendra.

DWARKA PRASAD PATNAIK, OP

Chhatrapur, Jan 14: More 
than six months after the vil-
lage committee of Jharapadar 
in Ganjam district socially 
boycotted two families over 
some disputes, the committee 
accepted back into the village 
following intervention by Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu. 

According to reports, H Sabi-
tri Reddy faced ostracism fol-
lowing an altercation between 
her husband and some villagers 
over a trivial issue. The village 
committee then imposed penal-
ty of ̀ 15,000 on the Sabitri’s fam-
ily based on the verbal spat with 
her husband, a mentally-chal-
lenged person. When the fami-
ly failed to pay the penalty, the 
committee ostracised it. This 
compelled Sabitri to stay with 
her sister in Basanapalli near 
Chhatrapur in July last year.

Further, N Asanta Reddy, 
brother of Sabitri who resides 
in the same village, too faced 
ostracism along with his fami-
ly as he used to keep in touch 
with his sister despite the re-
strictions imposed by the com-
mittee. Both the families were 
barred to utilise any facilities 
available in the village, includ-
ing groceries and schooling of 
their children. Notably, both the 
families are daily wage earners 
and this hardship broke them 
fi nancially.

Both Sabitri and Asanta com-
plained to the local police and 
district administration repeat-
edly but to no avail. Finding 
no alternatives, Sabitri sought 
assistance from an advocate to 
request the President of India to 
intervene in the matter through 
a letter posted October 6, 2025. 
The President’s Secretariat 
swiftly directed Odisha Chief 
Secretary to conduct an enquiry 
and submit a report on the same 
after receiving the letter.

The matter was fi nally re-
solved Monday when Chha-
trapur Sub Collector Sibashis 
Baral along with Chhatrapur 
SDPO Chandan Kumar Ghadei 
and Ganjam tehsildar Sukanta 
Mishra held a joint meeting 
with the committee members 
and the two families. The re-
strictions were lifted and the 
families were fi nally accepted 
among the villagers.

The government offi cials 
have warned the committee 
members to refrain from taking 
such steps resulting violation of 
human rights. Sabitri conveyed 
gratitude to President Murmu 
for her timely support and res-
olution of the matter.  

HOLY DIP: Over 1 crore devotees took holy bath at the confl uence of Ganga river and Bay of Bengal at Sagar Island in South 24 Pargana district of 
West Bengal, adjoining Bhograi in Balasore, on the occasion of Makar Sankranti Wednesday  OP PHOTO

Ostracised families back in 
village as Prez intervenes

Fake ghee unit
sealed in Bargarh

Baby girl sold for `35K rescued from Cuttack

Kalahandi Utsav: Sacred torch installed at main stage

Similipal croc count sees marginal rise
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Rayagada, Jan 14: Four people 
suffered burn injuries in a fi re-
cracker explosion in Rayagada 
district in the early hours of 
Wednesday, police said.

The incident took place 
around 2am in Rayagada town’s 
Yedusahi, a settlement of Telu-
gu-speaking people who were 
celebrating ‘Bhogi Podi’ ahead 
of Makar Sankranti, they said.

As part of the celebrations, a 
fi re was lit around which peo-
ple stood and offered prayer.

The accident occurred when 
someone allegedly dumped a 
large number of crackers on 
fi re, leading to an explosion.

Four youths between 13 and 
19 years of age were injured in 
the incident and rushed to the 
district headquarters hospital. 

The injured youths were 
identifi ed as K Yogi, D Shankar, 
G Nikhil and Sonu Dora. All 
sustained critical injuries to 
their hands and faces, offi cials 
said. Two of them were critical 
and later shifted to a hospital 
in nearby Vishakhapatnam in 
Andhra Pradesh.

A special team led by Addi-
tional Superintendent of Police 
Amulya Dhar has launched an 
investigation at the spot to 
ascertain the cause of the ex-
plosion and identify any viola-
tions, offi cials said.

4 injured in fi recracker blast
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Berhampur, Jan 14: Kalijai 
island, home to the revered 
Kalijai Temple inside Chilika 
Lake, witnessed a heavy rush 
of devotees Wednesday on the 
occasion of Makar Sankranti.

Braving the winter chill, 
devotees from different parts 
of the state and neighbouring 
Andhra Pradesh arrived early 
in the morning to offer prayers 
to Goddess Kalijai, regarded as 
the presiding deity of fi sher-
men, and to take a holy dip in 
the lake.

Hundreds of boats were de-
ployed from Balugaon, Barkul, 
Keshapur and Krushna Prasad 

jetties to ferry pilgrims to the 
island. “Around 200 boats were 
engaged from Barkul jetty to 
carry devotees to the temple,” 
said Basant Nayak, president 
of the Maa Kalijai Motorboat 
Owners’ Association. About 120 
boats were similarly pressed 
into service at Balugaon jetty, 

he added.
Boat movement remained 

smooth due to clear weather 
conditions and the absence of 
morning fog, offi cials said.

Police maintained a strict 
vigil to ensure compliance 
with safety norms. “Passen-
gers were instructed to wear 

life jackets and overloading 
of boats was strictly avoided,” 
said Balugaon police station 
inspector-in-charge J K Parida.

Adequate police personnel 
were deployed at Balugaon 
and Barkul jetties, while a pa-
trolling boat was pressed into 
service inside the lake. Rescue 
boats were also kept on standby 
to deal with any emergency, the 
offi cer said.

Fire services personnel 
were deployed at the lake, 
and additional forces were sta-
tioned on the temple premises 
to maintain law and order. No 
untoward incident was report-
ed during the celebrations, po-
lice said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, Jan 14: A pickup 
van helper was allegedly beat-
en to death near a gymnasium 
at Sahada under Sadar police 
limits in Balasore Wednesday.

The incident taking place 
on the occasion of Makar 
Sankranti has spread shock-
waves in the region.

The deceased was identifi ed 
as Sheikh Makandar Moham-
med of Astia village under Sa-
dar police limits. 

According to a complaint 
lodged by his brother Sheikh 
Jitender Mohammed, Makan-
dar was on duty as a helper on 
a pickup van (OR-01-AM-9050) 
when several youths waylaid 
him near the gymnasium. The 
assailants identifi ed as Bapu of 
Sahada village, Pawan of Az-
imabad village, Pintu of Old 
Balasore, Nepali of Patrapada 
and Chinu Telenga of Saraga-
on allegedly attacked Makan-
dar with sharp weapons, iron 
pipes and knives, infl icting 
severe injuries.

Police rushed the blood-
soaked victim to the district 
headquarters hospital in a PCR 
van. However, he succumbed to 
his injuries during treatment.

Police sent the body for post-
mortem and began a probe, of-
fi cials said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jaleswar, Jan 14: A two-
month-old boy sustained seri-
ous burn injuries after slipping 
from his mother’s lap into a 
burning hearth at Chalanti 
village under Jaleswar police 
limits in Balasore district Tues-
day evening.

According to sources, the 
child’s mother had lit a hearth 
in the courtyard to keep warm 
amid the cold. While she was 
warming herself with the infant 
in her lap, the baby accidental-
ly slipped and fell into the fi re 
due to negligence.

Family members rushed 
the baby to Basta community 
health centre. As the infant 
suffered severe burns to the 
lower part of his body, doctors 
referred him to Balasore Hos-
pital for advanced treatment.

Devotees throng Kalijai Temple on Makar Sankranti

Infant falls into 
hearth, critical

Van helper beaten 
to death in Balasore



M any elements of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's 
recent meeting with US President Donald Trump at Mar-a-
Lago were disconcerting, if not depressing. For starters, no 

American offi cial met the Ukrainian head of state upon his arrival 
in Miami, which stands in stark contrast to the pomp and circum-
stance lavished on Russian President Vladimir Putin in Anchorage, 
Alaska, last August.

But even more disturbing was the complete absence of trained and 
experienced diplomats on the American side of the negotiating table. 
Instead, there were White House Chief of Staff Susie Wiles and her 
deputy, Steve Witkoff, a real-estate developer with long-standing con-
nections to Russia, and Trump’s son-in-law, Jared Kushner.

Amid all the damage Trump has done in the fi rst year of his second 
term, the destruction of America’s diplomatic capacity has received 
relatively little attention. But alongside the gutting of the public-health 
system and the wanton abandonment of clean energy, it may prove to 
be the most consequential.

Of course, US presidents are entitled to appoint ambassadors to their 
liking, and many have chosen generous campaign donors. But these 
postings are always to less important capitals, where appointees per-
haps can get away with a ludicrous lack of 
knowledge about their brief (something that 
Senator John McCain memorably exposed 
during Barack Obama’s presidency).

But, as is so often the case, Trump’s con-
duct is in a category of its own. The nepotism 
on display during his second presidency is 
shameless. Hence, he appointed Kushner’s 
father, a convicted felon, as ambassador 
to France; and he named his son’s former 
girlfriend as ambassador to Greece (whose 
citizens she once derided as “freeloaders”).

Then there is the designation of complete-
ly unqualifi ed fi gures to pursue missions 
that are not just sensitive but outright of-
fensive. Trump’s effort to “acquire” Green-
land, a self-governing territory within the 
Kingdom of Denmark, is being led by the 
governor of Louisiana, adding insult to in-
jury against a NATO ally. Other important 
posts have been left vacant, the size of the 
National Security Council has been halved, 
and the apparent lack of preparation for the 
day after the capture of Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolás Maduro attests to the absence 
of a deliberative process, poor coordination, 
and a shortage of qualifi ed personnel.

The gutting of US diplomatic capacity is 
partly the result of a misguided drive for 
effi ciency (reprising the failed effort by 
Trump’s fi rst-term secretary of state, the 
hapless former Exxon executive Rex Tiller-
son). But it is also a consequence of sheer 
inattention, which has resulted in a lack of 
coordination and chaos reminiscent of the 
fi rst Trump administration.

This has not been lost on US adversaries. 
They are taking advantage of the situation, 
with some even de facto determining the 
composition of US diplomatic teams. As a Wall Street Journal inves-
tigation showed, the Trump administration has allowed its own special 
envoy for Ukraine and Russia to be completely sidelined in favour 
of Witkoff. (Moreover, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
eager to assert a larger international role for the Kingdom, apparently 
played an instrumental role in arranging Putin’s preferred outcome.)

In theory, relying on fresh faces and an unorthodox approach could be 
defensible. Those unencumbered by conventional wisdom may be able to 
fi nd compromises by “thinking outside the box.” Trump himself clearly 
believes that knowing nothing about a confl ict is the easiest way to solve 
it. But this ignorance-is-strength strategy has yet to yield stable results.

Any hope that the US itself would derive benefi ts from becoming more 
unpredictable has been dashed, not least because Trump and the loyal-
ists he sends out into the world are utterly predictable. They have openly 
declared a desire to pursue fi nancially advantageous “deals,” which 
implies that geopolitical or strategic concerns have been deprioritized. 
In every possible way, starting with “pausing” the enforcement of the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, the Trump administration has signalled 
that the US is not only open for business but happy to accept bribes.

From this perspective, the road to lasting peace is paved with mu-
tually benefi cial business opportunities. While ostensibly committed 
to “illiberalism,” the Trumpists actually exhibit a naive, canonically 
liberal belief in what eighteenth-century thinkers called doux com-
merce (“gentle commerce”). But as Germany learned the hard way 
when it relied on trade ties to transform Russia for the better, the 
supposed benefi ts of interdependence will not materialize if one party 
has other priorities. The war on diplomats is part of a long-standing 
campaign against professionalism. While Trump’s MAGA movement 
stokes resentment against “the elite,” not everyone who is powerful 
is included under that label. MAGA supporters have no problem with 
billionaires dominating Trump’s cabinet – only with those who claim 
authority on the basis of specialized training and education. In short: 
unelected bureaucrats bad; unelected real-estate developers good.

By creating the impression that professionals look down on ordinary 
folks and fail to see solutions that anyone with common sense could 
fi gure out, MAGA channels America’s long-standing tradition of an-
ti-intellectualism. In the process, Trump is making the United States 
poorer, weaker, and more manipulable on the world stage. While one 
can certainly fi nd grounds to criticize the vaunted “liberal interna-
tional order,” at least it recognized that there is real global demand 
for common rules and stability.

Trump, now engaged in a brazenly neo-imperialist project in Vene-
zuela, has handed China a golden opportunity to portray itself as the 
guarantor of such stability. China can also present itself as offering 
the kind of expertise that Trump has wantonly destroyed (even if its 
soft power is not anywhere close to that of the US). As with many other 
hallmarks of Trump 2.0, the gutting of American diplomacy will lead 
future historians to ask why the US decided to throw so much away, 
so swiftly and so senselessly.

The writer is Professor of Politics at Princeton University. 
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I
n legal discourse, the 
terms law and code are 
often loosely used, yet 
they embody funda-

mentally different ideas with 
far-reaching consequences for 
governance and social justice. 
This distinction becomes crit-
ically important when exam-
ining India’s recent transition 
from a protective, welfare-ori-
ented labour law regime to a 
consolidated framework of four 
Labour Codes.

In its classical sense, law is 
a broad and evolving concept. 
Jurists have defi ned law in 
multiple ways, but a common-
ly accepted understanding is 
found in Salmond’s defi nition: 
law is “the body of principles 
recognised and applied by the 
State in the administration of 
justice.” Similarly, the Supreme 
Court in State of Madras v. VG 
Row (1952) observed that law is 
not merely a set of rules but a 
mechanism to balance individ-
ual liberty with social order un-
der constitutional values. Law 
thus includes statutes, constitu-
tional provisions, judicial prece-
dents, customs, conventions and 
principles of natural justice.

A code, on the other hand, 
is a specifi c legislative tech-
nique. Black’s Law Dictionary 
defi nes a code as “a systematic 
collection, compendium, or re-
vision of laws, rules, or regula-
tions that relate to a particular 
subject.” The Supreme Court 
echoed this understanding in 
RS Nayak v. AR Antulay (1984), 
where it described a code as a 
“complete and exhaustive 
statement of law on a subject, 
intended to replace scattered en-
actments.” Therefore, while law 
is organic and multi-sourced, a 
code is rigidly statutory, struc-
tured and intended to stan-
dardise application.

Judicial practice illustrates 
this distinction clearly. In 
Joseph Shine v. Union of In-
dia (2018), the Supreme Court 
struck down Section 497 of the 
IPC, holding that even a com-
prehensive code must yield to 
constitutional morality and 
fundamental rights. This reaf-
fi rmed that codes do not exist in 
isolation; they are subordinate 
to constitutional law and judi-
cial interpretation. 

This conceptual background 
is essential to understand the 
implications of India’s labour law 
overhaul. Historically, Indian la-
bour laws were not merely regu-
latory instruments; they were ex-
pressions of constitutional com-
mitment to social and economic 
justice under Articles 14, 19, 21, 
23 and the Directive Principles 
of State Policy. Laws such as the 
Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, the 
Minimum Wages Act, 1948 and 
the Factories Act, 1948 emerged 
from decades of struggle, judi-
cial refi nement and tripartite 
consensus involving workers, 
employers and the State.

The consolidation of 29 such 
laws into four Labour Codes 
— on Wages, Industrial Re-
lations, Social Security, and 
Occupational Safety, Health 
and Working Conditions — 
has been offi cially justifi ed on 
grounds of simplifi cation, ease 
of doing business and uniformi-
ty. However, codifi cation in this 
context has not been a neutral 
exercise of organisation; it has 
signifi cantly altered substan-
tive rights, enforcement mech-
anisms and power balances, of-
ten to the detriment of workers.

The most troubling aspect 
of the new regime lies in its 
implementation philosophy. 
Unlike earlier labour laws that 
prioritised protection, the codes 
emphasise fl exibility, employ-
er discretion and executive 
rule-making. The Industrial Re-
lations Code, for instance, rais-
es the threshold for mandatory 
government approval for lay-
offs, retrenchment and closure 
from 100 to 300 workers. While 

presented as an administrative 
reform, this change effectively 
removes job security for a vast 
segment of the organised work-
force. The Supreme Court in 
Workmen of Meenakshi Mills v. 
Meenakshi Mills Ltd. (1992) had 
earlier upheld prior restrictions 
precisely because sudden unem-
ployment threatens the right to 
livelihood under Article 21. The 
new code departs from this con-
stitutional sensitivity.

Equally problematic is the di-
lution of collective bargaining 
rights. By tightening conditions 
for legal strikes and increasing 
procedural barriers, the Indus-
trial Relations Code weakens 
trade unions' negotiating power. 

The Code on Wages, while 
projecting universal mini-
mum wages, leaves critical 
determinations to executive 
notifi cations. Without strong 
enforcement machinery and 
independent wage boards, min-
imum wages risk becoming not 
a living wage but a statutory 
formality. Past judicial inter-
ventions, such as in People's 
Union for Democratic Rights 
v. Union of India (1982), treat-
ed payment below minimum 
wage as forced labour under 
Article 23. The present code, 
however, weakens inspection 
systems and replaces them 
with “facilitation” models, un-
dermining deterrence against 
wage violations.

The Code on Social Security 
is often cited as progressive for 
extending coverage to gig and 
platform workers. In practice, 
however, it creates entitlements 
without enforceable guaran-

tees. Benefi ts are dependent on 
schemes yet to be notifi ed, bud-
getary discretion and employ-
er contributions that remain 
undefi ned. The Supreme Court 
in LIC of India v. Consumer 
Education and Research Centre 
(1995) held that social security is 
an intrinsic part of the right to 
life. A framework that promis-
es inclusion without legal cer-
tainty risks becoming symbolic 
rather than substantive.

Perhaps the most signifi cant 
concern is the method of en-
forcement. The labour inspec-
tor, once a watchdog against 
exploitation, has been trans-
formed into a “facilitator,” 
reducing the likelihood of sur-
prise inspections and criminal 
accountability. This administra-
tive softening contrasts sharply 
with judicial observations in 
M.C. Mehta v. State of Tamil 
Nadu (1996), where strict en-
forcement was deemed essential 
to prevent labour abuse. 

Another serious issue is fed-
eral unevenness. Labour being 
a concurrent subject, the effec-
tiveness of the codes depends 
on state-level rules. This has 
resulted in fragmented and 
delayed implementation, le-
gal uncertainty and differen-
tial standards across states. 
Workers' rights, which should 
be uniform and fundamental, 
now vary based on adminis-
trative readiness and political 
priorities.

Ultimately, the transforma-
tion of labour laws into codes 
refl ects a deeper ideological 
shift. Codifi cation has been used 
not merely to consolidate but to 
recalibrate labour relations in 
favour of capital mobility and 
investment competitiveness. 
While economic growth is es-
sential, the Constitution does 
not permit growth at the cost of 
dignity, security and collective 
rights of workers.

The true test of the new La-
bour Codes will not be in their 
textual elegance but in whether 
courts, governments and society 
can restore the constitutional 
spirit that once defi ned India's 
labour law regime.

The writer is a service 
union representative and 

columnist. 
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Amateur Diplomats

SPECTRUM PUBLIC HEALTH

Water contamination: How states ignore warnings 

Asymmetrical expectations 

Sir, German Chancellor Friedrich Merz’s visit to India, his 
fi rst in Asia, signals Europe’s renewed courtship of New Del-
hi amid a global churn. With Germany anchoring the Euro-
pean Union’s economy, the visit was clearly about preparing 
ground for the long-pending EU–India free trade agreement 
and broader strategic alignment. Yet, the outcomes — Joint 
Declarations of Interest and MoUs — underline a familiar 
pattern: ambition racing ahead of execution. While defence 
industrial cooperation and investment pitches are welcome, 
nudging India to reduce ties with Russia betrays a selective 
realism, especially when Germany's own trade dependence 
on China remains deep. Strategic convergence cannot be 
built on asymmetrical expectations. Equally, unresolved 
humanitarian issues such as the Ariha Shah case dilute 
the moral high ground Europe often claims. Engagement is 
promising, but credibility demands consistency — in geo-
politics and principles alike.  

Gopalaswamy J, CHENNAI

To hope for a true change of 
human life without a change of 
human nature is an irrational 
and unspiritual proposition.

 SRI AUROBINDO

FROM LAW TO CODE

T he recent deaths of over 
16 persons (with unoffi -
cial estimates suggesting 

the number could be as high as 
20), coupled with an outbreak 
of diseases and the hospitalisa-
tion of hundreds in Indore—one 
of the nation’s most reputedly 
clean cities—underscore signif-
icant concerns regarding drink-
ing water contamination and the 
response by state and municipal 
authorities. A recent report from 
the Union government, conduct-
ed under the Jal Jeevan Mission, 
revealed that 38.7% of drinking 
water samples from rural ar-
eas in Madhya Pradesh were 
deemed non-potable, highlight-
ing ongoing risks within village 
water supply systems.

Another report by the MP 
State Pollution Control Board 
had cautioned mixing of sewage 
with drinking water sources 
in Bhagirathpura, one of the 
hotspots along with 58 other 
spots in Indore way back in 
2016-17. Sadly, such assess-
ments are not seriously taken. 
There are now reports of sew-
age contamination of drink-
ing water in Gandhinagar in 

Gujarat and Bangalore which 
are reportedly grappling with 
a similar public health scare. 

Additionally, a report of the 
Central Ground Water Board 
(CGWB) has noted that many 
states, especially Rajasthan, 
Haryana, Punjab and Andhra 
Pradesh, face widespread con-
tamination. It pointed out that 
arsenic contamination is a ma-
jor concern in the Ganges and 
Brahmaputra river basins and 
despite various studies is large-
ly prevalent in West Bengal, Bi-
har and Odisha and very little 
has been done to counter such 
contamination in an effective 
manner. Uranium contamina-
tion, though less widespread, 
has been sporadically detect-
ed in parts of Rajasthan, Pun-
jab, Haryana, Delhi, Andhra 
Pradesh, and Telangana. 

The highest uranium concen-
tration was observed in Punjab, 
where over half of the samples 
exceeded the limit, followed by 
Haryana, Karnataka and UP. 
Discharge of untreated indus-
trial waste, excessive use of 
fertilizers and pesticides, im-
proper waste disposal and sew-

age leakage in urban areas and 
over-extraction in groundwater 
may be listed as key factors for 
groundwater quality decline.  

If even warnings do not mat-
ter and if a minimum need of 
potable water cannot be sup-
plied to suburbs of a big city, 
one may imagine the situation 
in remote and backward ar-
eas of the country. It is indeed 
tragic that after over 75 years 
of Independence, safe and po-
table water cannot be supplied 
throughout the length and 
breadth of the country though 
we now claim to have emerged 
as the fourth largest economy.  

As per as per government fi g-
ures under Jal Jeevan Mission, 
81% of rural households have 
tap water connections under 
the Jal Jeevan Mission, as of 
mid-2025. Though the fi gures 
may not be realistic, the prob-
lem lies in the quality of water. 
It has repeatedly been stressed 
that there is an urgent need to in-
vent a low-cost spectrometer that 
measures TDS, heavy metals, ni-
trates, phosphates and microbial 
indicators. Whether AI can help 
in this regard is not known but it 

is understood that experiments 
to this effect are being carried 
out by various research institu-
tions. This is necessary as clean 
water must be made available at 
around ̀ 5 per 20 litres per family 
as the supply system may not be 
dependable. 

It is a well-known fact that 
water contamination in India 
has high economic costs, due to 
the health and environmental 
impacts of it. The cost of environ-
mental degradation due to water 
contamination is estimated to be 
$80 billion a year, whereas the 
health costs are estimated to be 
$6.7-8.7 billion per year.   

Protocols for monitoring wa-
ter quality are largely absent in 
much of the country, raising 
concerns about the effective-
ness of state pollution control 
boards and municipal bodies in 
providing safe drinking water. 
Most citizens rely on municipal 
supplies and lack resources to 
regularly purify their water, 
so ensuring free potable water 
should be a top priority for any 
government. The big question 
is how soon will the ruling elite 
recognise the urgency? INFA

While economic growth is essential, the 
Constitution does not permit growth at the 

cost of dignity, security and collective 
rights of workers 

UNLIKE 
EARLIER 
LABOUR 

LAWS THAT 
PRIORITISED 

PROTECTION, 
THE CODES 
EMPHASISE 

FLEXIBILITY, 
EMPLOYER 

DISCRETION 
AND EXECUTIVE 

RULE-MAKING 

MAGA supporters 
have no problem 
with billionaires 

dominating 
Trump’s cabinet 

– only with those 
who claim 

authority on the 
basis of 

specialized 
training and 

education. In 
short: unelected 

bureaucrats 
bad; unelected 

real-estate 
developers good

Bruhaspati Samal

Jan-Werner Mueller

WATER 
CONTAMINATION 

IN INDIA HAS 
HIGH ECONOMIC 

COSTS, DUE TO 
THE HEALTH AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACTS OF IT 

Dhurjati Mukherjee

WISDOM CORNER
Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now 
is the time to understand more, so that we may fear less.  
 MARIE CURIE

All happy families resemble one another, each unhappy 
family is unhappy in its own way. LEO TOLSTOY

Our virtues and our failings are inseparable, like force and 
matter. When they separate, man is no more. NIKOLA TESLA

Lifestyle diseases

Sir, Growing obesity is a major cause of concern now a 
days. Pizzas, burgers, sandwiches and momos have re-
placed our traditional food. Junk food is high in salt and 
low in fi bre. It aids obesity. Regular intake of junk food 
causes mental health issues and bodily diseases. Many em-
ployees of IT and other industries are affl icted with obesity. 
Gone are those days when we ate home cooked foods and 
drank revitalizing beverages. In today’s fast moving world 
nobody has time to cook. The result is obvious. Diabetes, 
high blood pressure, fatty liver and high cholesterol are 
becoming all too common due to growing obesity among 
the population. An obese body is prone to heart attack and 
brain stroke. Obesity is the mother of all diseases. Howev-
er, obesity is a lifestyle disease. Regular exercise can ward 
off obesity. Meditation, moderate eating, and breathing 
exercises can go a long way in preventing obesity. With 
these approaches, obesity can be overcome. 

Prabhudutt Dash, BHUBANESWAR

LABOUR RIGHTSFOCUS
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Neemuch, Jan 14: The Saksh-
am Anganwadi and Poshan 
initiative, launched under the 
vision of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, is emerging as a 
transformative step in the fi eld 
of women and child develop-
ment. It is fast turning tradi-
tional Anganwadi centres into 
modern, vibrant hubs of learn-
ing, nutrition, and care. 

Anganwadi centres under 
the scheme are being upgrad-
ed beyond their “conventional 
role of nutrition distribution”. 
They are now being devel-
oped as well-equipped centres 
that are offering a blend of 
education, health, and recre-
ation. Facilities such as LED 
televisions, RO water fi lters, 
modern teaching aids, toys, 
hygienic meal arrangements, 
and nutrition gardens are being 
provided, aimed at ensuring a 
child-friendly and engaging 
environment. This initiative 
has signifi cantly contributed 
to the holistic development of 
children while also enhancing 
awareness among mothers re-
garding nutrition and health.

In Neemuch district, 58 An-
ganwadi centres have already 
been developed as Saksham 
Anganwadis. These centres 
offer smart learning, clean 

drinking water, and nutritious 
meals, creating a sense of trust 
and confi dence among families. 
The smiling faces of children 
and the growing sense of secu-
rity among mothers of the kids 
bear testimony to the success 
of the scheme. The initiative 
refl ects a strong commitment 
to nurturing not only today’s 
children but also the future of 
the nation.

As part of this effort, 
Anganwadi Centre No. 4 
in Gram Panchayat Bhar-
bhadiya and the Anganwadi 
Centre in Gram Panchayat 
Girdoda have also been up-

graded under the scheme.
According to offi cials, chil-

dren at these centres are ben-
efi ting from digital learning 
through LED TVs, along with 
educational materials and 
play equipment. These items 
support their overall develop-
ment. Nutrition exhibitions are 
regularly organised at the cen-
tres. At the same time, the fi rst 
and third Tuesdays of every 
month are observed as Mangal 
Diwas, featuring ‘Godh Bha-
rai’ programmes for pregnant 
women and ‘Suposhan Diwas’ 
activities.

Children attending the An-

ganwadi centres are receiving 
early education in an engaging, 
play-based manner, ensuring 
their all-around development. 
Pregnant women are provided 
with nutritious food, timely 
vaccination, and health guid-
ance. These ceremonies are al-
so organised at the centres to 
promote maternal health and 
community participation.

Speaking on the initiative, 
Neemuch District Programme 
Offi cer (Women and Child De-
velopment) Ankita Pandya 
said that under the Saksham 
Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0 
schemes, special attention is 

being given to the upgrada-
tion of Anganwadi centres and 
child nutrition. She informed 
that 58 Anganwadi centres 
have already been developed 
in the fi rst phase, with 268 
more selected for the sec-
ond phase. Facilities such 
as electricity, toilets, drink-
ing water, TV installation, 
nutrition gardens, rainwa-
ter harvesting, and toys for 
children have been ensured. 
She added that special focus 
is being laid on the nutri-
tion of pregnant women and 
malnourished children, with 
four Mangal Diwas events or-
ganised every month as com-
munity celebrations.

Saksham Anganwadis transforming early childhood

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pathanamthitta (Kerala), 
Jan 14: Thousands of devo-
tees thronged the hill shrine of 
Lord Ayyappa here Wednesday 
to witness the ‘Makaravilakku’, 
marking the climax of the an-
nual two-month-long pilgrim-
age season, amid heavy rush.

Clad in black attire and car-
rying the traditional ‘irumudi 
kettu’ on their heads, pilgrims 
waited for hours along the for-
est pathways and temple pre-
cincts to have darshan of the 
deity on the auspicious day.

Undeterred by the crowd, dev-
otees continuously chanted the 
‘Swamiye Saranam Ayyappa’ 
mantras as they moved slowly 
towards the sanctum sancto-
rum. In the evening, the sacred 
ornaments known as ‘thiruv-
abharanam’ were brought to the 
hill temple from the Pandalam 
palace, around 85 km away, in 
a ceremonial procession that 
began two days earlier.

State Devaswom Minister V 
N Vasavan, Travancore Devas-
wom Board (TDB) president K 
Jayakumar and other offi cials 
concerned received the proces-
sion bringing the sacred jewels.

The jewels were later re-

ceived by the temple tantri 
(chief priest) and ‘melsanthi’ 
(head priest) at the ‘Sannidha-
nam’ (temple complex).

After the holy jewels reached 
the shrine, the idol of Lord 
Ayyappa was adorned with 
the ornaments, following 
which 'deeparadhana' (aarati) 
was performed and the temple 
doors were opened for devotees 
to have darshan. Chants and 
hymns reverberated across 
the temple complex as pil-
grims struggled hard to catch 
a glimpse of the deity decorated 
with the sacred jewels.

Some minutes after the aara-
ti, the 'makara jyothi', regarded 
by devotees as a divine light, 
appeared on the eastern hori-
zon above Ponnambalamedu, a 
hillock located about eight km 
from the shrine, triggering loud 
chants of devotion.

Thousands of pilgrims gath-
ered at various viewpoints in 
and around Sabarimala to wit-
ness the celestial event.

The state government and 
the TDB, which manages the 
shrine, had made extensive 
arrangements for crowd con-
trol and the safety of devotees 
across the temple complex and 
surrounding areas.

Thousands offer prayers at 
Sabarimala on Makaravilakku
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Thrissur(Kerala), Jan 14: 
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan Wednesday said art 
should not just bring pleasure, 
it should awaken people to the 
“burning experiences of life” 
and fi ght against those who try 
to destroy peace and happiness 
in the name of religion.

Vijayan was speaking after 
inaugurating the 64th Kerala 
School Kalolsavam (art festi-
val) here where around 14,000 
students will participate in 249 
events at 24 venues, named af-
ter fl owers, in Thrissur, which 
is considered as cultural capital 
of the state.

The CM said that in the past, 
various art forms were confi ned 
to a particular caste or religion 
due to the feudal system and so-
cial evils like untouchability 
prevalent at that time.

“With the end of feudalism 
and the birth of a new era based 
on democracy and secularism, 
the nature of arts changed. 
All arts became everyone’s. 
Art brought secularism and 
democracy to life. School art 
festivals played a vital role in 
it,” he said.

Referring to Kalamandalam 
Hyderali, a great singer from 
Thrissur district, the CM said 
that the artist had faced some 
“unfortunate experiences” on 
account of his religion.

“Being humiliated for being 
born in a different religion 
cannot be accepted in a dem-
ocratic society,” Vijayan said, 
addressing a gathering of stu-
dents, parents and dignitaries, 
including Union Minister of 
State for Petroleum, Natural 
Gas and Tourism Suresh Gopi.

In his speech, the CM said 
that a broad mind to assimilate 
the experiences of people of oth-
er religions is what “makes us 
civilised and cultured”.

But now, there were some 
people who were trying to con-
fi ne art within a particular re-
ligion, he said.

Such persons contend that 
Muslims should not learn 
‘Bharatanatyam’ and Hindus 
should not participate in ‘Op-
pana’, to create problems, he 
added.

“Even children’s Christmas 
carols were attacked in the 

country. In some places, Christ-
mas holidays were abolished. 
Communalists will always try 
to create riots anywhere in the 
name of religion. Things are 
reaching a point where even 
characters in fi lms are not al-
lowed to be named Janaki, Sita, 
etc. Art is also a good weapon to 
fi ght against such rioters who 
destroy peace and happiness,” 
he said.

Such moves should be blown 
to the wind by the new gener-
ation who should present the 
arts without looking at caste 
or religion, the CM said.

“May you be able to reject all 
divisive ideas that divide peo-
ple and uphold art that unites 
minds. Let that be the message 
of this school art festival,” he 
said. Subsequently, in an ap-
parent response to the CM's re-
marks, Gopi, in his brief speech, 
said he was not going to reply 
to the “political statements” in 
order to “uphold the importance 
and dignity of the event”.

“There are clear answers to 
those remarks and people are 
aware of the same,” he added.

In his speech, the CM also 
said that when the art festival 
fi rst commenced in 1956, it was 
called a youth festival and there 
were only 200 participants.

“The purpose of art is to 
make good human beings. That 
art should not be used for any-
thing else,” he added.

Art should be used to fi ght those 
trying to destroy peace: Pinarayi AGENCIES

Bhopal, Jan 14: In a major de-
cision ahead of the 77th Repub-
lic Day, the Madhya Pradesh 
(MP) government has approved 
the premature release of 87 life-
term convicts from prisons 
across the state. 

The Jail department issued 
the order in line with guide-
lines under a directive dated 
May 27, 2025, after a detailed 
review of 481 cases.

According to an offi cial state-
ment, district-level committees 
examined each case based on 
legal provisions, case back-
ground and relevant facts. Of 
the total reviewed, 394 convicts 
were found ineligible for early 
release.

The decision has been tak-
en under Sections 432, 433 and 
433(A) of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1973, which empow-
er the state to remit or com-
mute sentences under specifi c 
conditions.

Authorities clarifi ed that the 
releases will be subject to strict 
safeguards.

Prisoners with pending ap-
peals in the High Court or the 
Supreme Court will only be eli-
gible if their cases are resolved 
by January 26, 2026.

Those with fi nes must pay 
them or serve additional time, 
while convicts with sentences 
remaining in other cases will 
have to complete those before 
release.

Individuals facing pending 
trials will continue as un-

der-trials, and interstate cases 
may involve transfers before 
release is granted.

In addition to the life con-
victs, seven non-life term 
prisoners have been granted 
remission of sentence, also 
conditional on fi ne payments 
and resolution of appeals by 
the same date.

Offi cials said rejections 
were primarily in cases where 

convicts had not completed 20 
years of imprisonment, includ-
ing remissions, as required un-
der state policy.

The move, timed with Repub-
lic Day, is part of an annual ges-
ture aimed at promoting reha-
bilitation and reducing prison 
overcrowding, while ensuring 
public safety through case-by-
case scrutiny.

Prison reform advocates 
have welcomed the decision, 
describing it as consistent 
with humanitarian principles. 
However, they stressed the im-
portance of monitoring post-re-
lease behaviour to ensure rein-
tegration into society.

With MP’s prisons housing 
thousands of inmates, such 
initiatives refl ect the govern-
ment’s effort to balance justice 
with mercy. The releases are 
scheduled to take place Janu-
ary 26, symbolising hope, re-
newal and the spirit of freedom 
on Republic Day.

MP govt orders premature release 
of 87 life convicts on Republic Day
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Thiruvananthapuram, 
Jan 14: The Kerala Cabinet 
Wednesday approved revised 
guidelines for the ‘connect to 
work’ scheme, aimed at im-
proving youth employment 
prospects through skill devel-
opment and fi nancial support.

Under the revised norms, 
applicants must be permanent 
residents of the state, aged 
between 18 and 30 years, with 
an annual family income not 
exceeding Rs 5 lakh, a CMO 
statement said.

Eligible candidates should 
either be undergoing skill 
training at recognised gov-
ernment, public sector or pri-
vate institutions, universities, 
and deemed universities, or 
preparing for competitive ex-
aminations conducted by the 
UPSC, Kerala PSC, Staff Selec-
tion Commission, armed forc-
es, banks, railways, and other 
central and state recruitment 
agencies. Chaired by CM Pina-
rayi Vijayan, the cabinet also 
decided that scholarships will 
be provided to the fi rst fi ve 
lakh eligible applicants.

Benefi ciaries will receive 
a monthly scholarship of Rs 
1,000 for 12 months, trans-
ferred directly to their bank 
accounts through the Direct 
Benefi t Transfer (DBT) sys-
tem. The scheme will be im-
plemented through the Em-
ployment Department, and 
applications can be submitted 
via the portal eemployment.
kerala.gov.in.

 ‘CONNECT TO WORK’ SCHEME

Kerala approves 
revised guidelines
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Bhopal, Jan 14: Archi-
tect-turned-writer Aaabhas 
Maldahiyar Wednesday took to 
X to lament the cancellation of 
a discussion on his book about 
Mughal Emperor Babur at the 
Bhopal Literature and Art Fes-
tival (BLF).

Police apprehended that 
right-wing organisations 
would oppose the event and 
there would be vandalism, 
claimed the organisers of the 
festival which was held from 
January 9 to 11.

Posting on X an open letter 
addressed to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Maldahiyar 
said a session on his book ‘Ba-
bur: The Quest for Hindustan’ 
was cancelled after a newspa-
per wrongly accused him of 
trying to glorify Babur.

“On the basis of these base-
less accusations, some so-
called Hindu organisations 
issued serious threats, which 
included threats to burn my 
book and damage bookstores,” 
he said.

Maldahiyar told PTI over 
phone from Bengaluru that it 
was unfortunate that without 
reading the book, `Swadesh’ 
newspaper published a story 

which led to the cancellation 
of the event.

The newspaper, however, 
claimed that they were not 
against the writer or the book, 
but considered Babur to be “ir-
relevant”.

According to Maldahiyar, 
he sent a clarifi cation to the 
newspaper which was not 
published. Subsequently, the 
organisers arranged a session 
on `Ancient Architecture’, he 
said. Swadesh editor Atul Tare 
told PTI that they had no objec-
tion to the book or the author.

“What is or is not there in 
the book, is not an issue for 
us. Our protest is that Ram 
Mandir is already established. 
The fl ag has been hoisted. And 
this year, as Modi ji says, is for 
taking forward positive issues. 
This is the 150th year of Vande 
Mataram. It is the centenary 
year of the Sangh. So there 
should be many positive is-
sues,” said Tare.

“We have raised questions 
on the relevance of that issue 
for us and also on the entire 
working system of BLF. And 
you must have seen that the 
trustees of Bharat Bhavan 
and many senior writers also 
expressed their views on the 
same lines,” he said.

Discussion on book about  Babur 
cancelled at BLF; writer protests

People take a holy dip in the Narmada river on the occasion of 'Makar Sankranti' festival, in Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, Wednesday     PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Jan 14: Eminent 
artist and co-founder of Ko-
chi-Muziris Biennale Bose 
Krishnamachari Wednesday 
said he is stepping down as the 
president of the biennale and 
as a member of the board of 
trustees of the Kochi Biennale 
Foundation, citing “personal 
and family reasons”.

He said that as the founda-
tion is in a “strong place” and 
future editions “already gain-
ing momentum”, it is the right 
time to return to his own artis-
tic practice.

Earlier Wednesday, founda-
tion’s chaiperson Venu V re-
leased a statement announcing 
Krishnamachari's resignation 
from the foundation and the 
biennale.

“I wanted to share this with 
you personally. After much 
refl ection and discussion over 
the past few weeks, I have de-
cided to step down as President 
of the Kochi-Muziris Biennale 
and as a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Kochi Biennale 
Foundation,” Krishnamachari 
said in a statement.

KOCHI-MUZIRIS BIENNALE

Bose Krishnamachari 
steps down 

In Neemuch district, 
58 Anganwadi 
centres have already 
been developed as 
Saksham Anganwadis. 
These centres offer 
smart learning, clean 
drinking water, and 
nutritious meals, 
creating a sense of 
trust and confi dence 
among families

Offi cials said 
rejections were 

primarily in cases 
where convicts 

had not completed 
20 years of 

imprisonment, 
including remissions, 

as required under 
state policy



The latest 
order for 
mosques 

is interference 
in our religious 
affairs. If they 
have to do it, 
then they should start with 
other religions. Let them seek 
the details about priests in 
temples, and in which temple 
can shudras go and in which 
can Brahmins go

MEHBOOBA MUFTI | PDP PRESIDENT 

Operation 
Sindoor is 
still ongoing, 

and we are keep-
ing a close watch 
on every move of 
the enemy

UPENDRA DWIVEDI | ARMY CHIEF GENERAL
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INDIA’S HIGH-FLYING GIFT FOR MERZ
A wall-mountable silk kite crafted from one of 
India’s most prestigious textiles, Patola silk, 
and a custom pilot logbook made from high-
quality leather are among the gifts presented 
to German Chancellor Friedrich Merz during 
his just-concluded visit to India. The gifts in-
clude a hand-crafted brass replica of Chancel-
lor Merz’s Diamond DA62 propeller aircraft 

There is a need for In-
dianisation of adminis-
trative practices in tune 
with Indian values and 
contemporary gover-
nance needs
JITENDRA SINGH | UNION MINISTER

It is to the 
credit of the 
Bharat Jodo 

Nyay Yatra that 
the protection of 
democracy and 
the Constitu-
tion of India became a central 
feature of the Lok Sabha 2024 
election campaign and our 
public discourse today

JAIRAM RAMESH | CONGRESS GENERAL 
SECRETARY IN-CHARGE COMMUNICATIONS

6 women killed in 
car-truck collision 
Jaipur: Six women were 
killed, while three were 
seriously injured in a head-on 
collision between a car and a 
truck on National Highway 52 
in Rajasthan’s Sikar district 
Wednesday, police said. The 
accident occurred in the 
evening near Harsawa village 
in Fatehpur sub-division when 
the car, returning to Fatehpur 
from Raghunathpur, collided 
with a speeding truck, leaving 
the vehicle completely 
mangled, Station House 
Offi cer (SHO) Surendra Degda 
said. The deceased were 
identifi ed as Santosh, Tulsi 
Devi, Mohan Devi, Indra, Asha 
and Chanda, all residents of 
the Fatehpur area, the SHO 
said. Three others sustained 
serious injuries. 

CBI to probe VOIP 
scam in Bihar
New Delhi: The CBI has 
taken over the investigation 
into an alleged illegal phone 
exchange operating from 
Narayanpur village in Bihar 
which was converting VOIP 
(Voice Over Internet Protocol) 
calls into voice calls using 
a sophisticated setup to 
commit cybercrimes, offi cials 
said Wednesday. The probe 
agency registered an FIR 
against mastermind Mukesh 
Kumar, who was operating the 
exchange in Narayanpur village 
in Bhojpur, besides Rejaul 
Haque and Muktadir Hossain, 
the Point of Sale operators 
based in Malda who had 
allegedly sold 67 suspicious 
SIMs used by Kumar. 

SHORT TAKES
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Singapore, Jan 14: Popu-
lar Indian singer-songwriter 
Zubeen Garg was “severely in-
toxicated” and had drowned off 
Lazarus Island after declining 
a life jacket last September, a 
coroner’s court in Singapore 
was told Wednesday.

Garg, 52, was with a yacht 
party September 19, 2025, 
when he died of drowning a 
day before he was slated to 
perform at the North East In-
dia Festival in Singapore.

The singer initially wore a 
life jacket but removed it and 
later declined to put on a sec-
ond one offered to him, the 
chief investigating officer 
told the court in the open-
ing of the inquiry, Channel 
News Asia reported.

At the time, Garg was also 
severely intoxicated and sev-
eral witnesses saw him trying 
to swim back to the yacht when 
he went limp and began fl oating 
with his face in the water, the 
Channel said quoting the offi -
cer. Garg was promptly rescued 

back to the yacht and cardiopul-
monary resuscitation (CPR) 
was administered to him, but 
he was pronounced dead later 
that same day.

The singer had a medical 
history of hypertension and 
epilepsy, with his last known 
epileptic episode in 2024, the 
court was told.

However, it is unclear if he 
had taken his regular medicine 
for epilepsy on the day of the 
incident, with the evidence of 
eyewitnesses insuffi cient to 
establish that he had actually 

taken it, it was added.
The Singapore police do not 

suspect any foul play in his 
death, according to the Channel 
report. A total of 35 witnesses 
are slated for the inquiry, in-
cluding witnesses on the yacht, 
the boat captain, police offi cers 
and paramedics.

The chief investigating offi -
cer in the case told the court 
that Garg and 20-odd people 
on the yacht, including his 
friends and colleagues, had 
some snacks, drinks and al-
cohol on the boat.

Several witnesses said they 
saw Garg drinking alcohol, 
with one witness saying he had 
consumed a few cups of liquor, 
gin and whisky, along with a 
few sips of Guinness Stout, the 
Channel said.

An autopsy performed on 
Garg determined the cause of 
death to be drowning. Some in-
juries were found on his body 
but they were found to have 
been sustained during CPR and 
rescue efforts, the Channel re-
port said. Medications for his 
hypertension and epilepsy were 
found in his blood, with no oth-
er drugs detected.

A toxicology analysis found 
that Garg had a blood alcohol 
concentration of 333 milligrams 
per 100ml of blood, which sug-
gests severe intoxication result-
ing in impaired coordination 
and refl exes, the court was told.

For comparison, the legal 
limit in Singapore is 80 milli-
grams per 100ml of blood. The 
police also seized a 750ml bottle 
of Scotch whisky with 43 per 
cent alcohol from Garg’s hotel 
room that was 25 per cent full.

ZUBEEN 
GARG 
DEATH

SINGER WAS DRUNK, HAD 
DECLINED LIFE JACKET: S’PORE

Zubeen Garg was severely intoxicated and several witnesses saw him trying to swim 
back to the yacht when he went limp and began fl oating with his face in the water
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New Delhi, Jan 14: Encroach-
ments, deforestation, illegal 
mining and urban infrastruc-
ture expansion in the Aravalli 
ranges have severely impact-
ed groundwater recharge, 
biodiversity, air quality and 
climate regulation, according 
to a study.

Extensive diversion of for-
estlands, particularly around 
Sariska and Bardod Wildlife 
Sanctuaries prior to the 1980s, 
led to a substantial decline in 
native forest cover, fragment-
ing critical wildlife habitats 
and water catchments, it noted.

The research, Eco-resto-
ration of the Aravalli Land-
scape, was undertaken by 
Sankala Foundation with sup-
port from the Embassy of Den-
mark in India and the Haryana 
State Forest Department.

The study adopted an inte-
grated approach to addressing 
ecological degradation in the 
Aravalli region, linking envi-
ronmental sustainability with 
biodiversity conservation, cli-
mate resilience, livelihood se-
curity and human rights.

The Aravalli Range, one of 
the oldest mountain systems 
globally, is a critical natural 
barrier and life-sustaining 
ecosystem for the National 
Capital Region (NCR) and the 
Indo-Gangetic Plains of India.

“However, this fragile eco-
system, spanning over four 
states and 29 districts, home to 
over 50 million people, is under 
severe threat due to deforesta-
tion, unsustainable land use, 
including rapid urbanisation, 
and widespread land degrada-
tion and desertifi cation,” said 
the report launched Wednesday 
by Union Environment Minis-

ter Bhupender Yadav.
“Encroachments, deforesta-

tion, illegal mining, and urban 
infrastructure expansion have 
severely impacted groundwater 
recharge, biodiversity, air qual-
ity, and climate regulation in 
this fragile ecosystem and have 
weakened the Aravalli’s capac-
ity to act as a green barrier, ac-
celerating desertifi cation and 

threatening the ecological sta-
bility of the northern plains,” 
the study read.

The Sankala Foundation’s 
initiative addresses these chal-
lenges through a site-specifi c, 
evidence-based, and commu-
nity-inclusive ecological res-
toration model of a pilot area 
of four villages in the Aravalli 
belt of Gurugram, focusing on 

the southern part of the district.
The study aims to create 

a replicable eco-restoration 
framework that integrates 
scientifi c analysis, communi-
ty participation, and adaptive 
governance.

The study found that forest 
patches in the project area are 
highly degraded, fragmented, 
and invaded by species such as 
Prosopis julifl ora, Lantana ca-
mara, and Parthenium hystero-
phorus. These invasive species 
have signifi cantly suppressed 
native biodiversity and altered 
ecological functions.

“All villages report complete 
reliance on groundwater for ir-
rigation. This overdependence 
has contributed to the depletion 
of natural aquifers and adverse-
ly affected forest health. A sub-
stantial proportion of house-
holds (over 43 pc) rely on forests 
for fi rewood, medicinal plants, 

and fodder. Women play a key 
role in NTFP collection and re-
source management. However, 
alternative livelihoods remain 
limited,” it added.

The study noted that semi-ar-
id climate, rising temperatures, 
and scattered rainfall make 
restoration both urgent and 
complex. Ecosystem-based ad-
aptation measures such as affor-
estation and water retention are 
essential for climate resilience.

The proposed eco-restoration 
model offers a robust frame-
work for rehabilitating degrad-
ed forest patches in urbanising 
regions of the Aravalli range.

“This framework sets out 
a phased, adaptive approach, 
beginning with comprehensive 
baseline assessments, moving 
through targeted restoration 
measures, and culminating in 
long-term monitoring and pol-
icy integration,” it said.

Encroachments, illegal mining in Aravallis severely impacted air quality
THE ARAVALLI RANGE, ONE OF THE OLDEST MOUNTAIN SYSTEMS GLOBALLY, IS A CRITICAL NATURAL BARRIER AND 

LIFE-SUSTAINING ECOSYSTEM FOR THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION (NCR) AND THE INDO-GANGETIC PLAINS OF INDIA
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Kolkata, Jan 14: The Cal-
cutta High Court Wednesday 
disposed of the TMC’s petition 
praying for protection of its 
data after the ED informed it 
that nothing was seized from 
I-PAC director Pratik Jain’s 
offi ce and home during its raids 
last week.

TMC had moved the court 
seeking an order for preser-
vation of personal and politi-
cal data that the Enforcement 
Directorate may have seized 
during its raids on these two 
premises January 8.

Representing the central 
agency, Additional Solicitor 
General SV Raju submitted be-
fore the court that the agency 
had not seized anything from 
these two sites and that Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee, 
who had visited these prem-
ises during the raids, took all 
the digital devices and records 
from there.

In view of the submissions 
made by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) and the Union 
of India, nothing further re-
mained to be dealt with in the 
matter, Justice Suvra Ghosh 
said and disposed of the TMC 
petition.

The court also adjourned a 
separate petition fi led by the 
ED seeking a CBI probe into 
the events of January 8, when 
Banerjee visited the political 
consultancy fi rm’s offi ce in 

Salt Lake and its director’s 
residence on Loudon Street in 
south Kolkata during the raids.

The high court adjourned the 
central agency’s plea after the 
ASG stated that it had fi led two 
petitions before the Supreme 
Court with prayers, which are 
almost identical to the present 
application before it.

Raju argued that when a sim-
ilar issue is pending before the 
apex court, a high court should 
refrain from hearing a matter 
on the same subject.

The Supreme Court is slat-
ed to hear Thursday the ED’s 
plea, alleging interference and 
obstruction by the West Bengal 
government, including by Ba-
nerjee, in its probe and search 
operation at the I-PAC offi ce 
and the premises of its director, 
Pratik Jain, in connection with 
an alleged coal-pilferage scam.

According to the cause list of 
the apex court, a bench of Jus-
tices Prashant Kumar Mishra 
and Vipul Pancholi is likely to 
hear the matter.

The West Bengal govern-
ment has also fi led a caveat in 
the top court, seeking that no 
order should be passed without 
hearing it in connection with 
the ED raids against the politi-
cal-consultancy fi rm.

During Wednesday’s hearing, 
TMC’s counsel Menaka Gu-
ruswamy submitted that politi-
cal parties have a right to priva-
cy, as upheld by a Constitution 
Bench of the Supreme Court.

I-PAC RAIDS

Cal HC disposes 
of TMC’s petition

ED says it did not seize anything from premises
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Sukma (Chhattisgarh), Jan 
14: As many as 29 Naxalites 
surrendered before the police 
in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma dis-
trict Wednesday, a senior offi -
cial said.

The cadres, all active as mem-
bers of the frontal wings of the 
outlawed CPI (Maoist), turned 
themselves in before senior 
police and CRPF offi cials here 
under “Poona Margem” (from 
rehabilitation to social reinte-
gration) initiative, Sukma Su-
perintendent of Police Kiran 
Chavan said.

They were impressed by the 
state government’s surrender 
and rehabilitation policy, he 
said. Of them, Podiam Budhra, 
head of Dandakaranya Adivasi 
Kisan Majdoor Sangthan (DA-
KMS - frontal wing of Maoists) 
in the Gogunda area, was car-
rying a reward of Rs 2 lakh on 
his head.

The other cadres were mem-
bers of DAKMS, militia, and 
Janatana Sarkar wings of the 
Maoists, the offi cial said.

The establishment of a se-
curity camp in the Gogunda 
area recently played a crucial 
role in the surrender. Follow-
ing the setting up of the camp, 
intensifi ed anti-Naxal opera-
tions, sustained pressure and 
continuous search operations 
signifi cantly curtailed Maoist 
activities in the region, he said.

Gogunda area, owing to its 
diffi cult and remote terrain, 
was earlier considered a safe 
and strategic base for the Mao-
ists’ Darbha division. 
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Mumbai, Jan 14: As Maha-
rashtra heads to the elections 
Thursday for 29 municipal cor-
porations, the spotlight is fi rmly 
on Mumbai, where the BJP-led 
Mahayuti is locked in a keen 
battle with the united Thacker-
ay cousins Raj and Uddhav for 
control of the cash-rich BMC.

Polling for the 2,869 seats 
spread across 893 wards will 
begin at 7.30 am and end at 5.30 
pm. A total of 3.48 crore voters 
are eligible to decide the fate 
of 15,931 candidates. In the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC), whose annual 

budget is over Rs 74, 400 crore, 
1,700 candidates are vying for 
227 seats in elections being held 
after a four-year delay.

Except for Mumbai, the other 
urban bodies have multi-mem-
ber wards. Vote count will take 
place January 16.

The polls, being held after 
a gap of several years due to 
various legal and administra-
tive delays, are being seen as 
a “mini-assembly” battle that 
will test the ground strength 
of the split factions of the Shiv 
Sena and the NCP, as well as 
the electoral prowess of the rul-
ing Mahayuti and the Congress.

Chief Minister Devendra 

Fadnavis, who spearheaded the 
campaign for BJP-led Mahayu-
ti, has predicted that MNS lead-
er Raj Thackeray would emerge 
as the biggest loser in his alli-
ance with cousin and Shiv Sena 
(UBT) president Uddhav.

He dismissed the coming to-
gether of rival NCP factions in 
Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad as 
merely a localised development.

The CM led the ruling alli-
ance’s canvassing, traversing 
the state to campaign for can-
didates of the Mahayuti, which 
includes his party BJP and the 
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena.

These are the fi rst BMC polls 
since the 2022 split in the Shiv 

Sena when Eknath Shinde 
broke away with a majority of 
the party’s MLAs. The undivid-
ed Shiv Sena held sway over In-
dia’s richest civic body for 25 
years (1997-2022).

More than 25,000 police per-
sonnel will be deployed across 
Mumbai to oversee elections to 
the BMC and vote counting.

In a signifi cant political 
turn ahead of the elections, 
estranged cousins Uddhav and 
Raj Thackeray reunited after 
two decades in their bid to 
consolidate Marathi votes even 
as rival NCP factions forged a 
local alliance in Pune and Pim-
pri-Chinchwad.

29 Naxalites surrender 
in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma

Maha civic polls today; Mumbai key battleground
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Shimla, Jan 14: Himachal 
Pradesh Cabinet colleagues have 
engaged in a war of words over the 
functioning of IAS and IPS offi cers 
from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 
While some ministers have ques-
tioned the loyalty of offi cers, oth-
ers have come out in their support 
saying they are doing good work.

Jumping on the bandwagon, 
Rural Development Minister 
Anirudh Singh Wednesday de-
fended the offi cers and said it 
is not right to blame them for 
“one’s own mistakes”.

“Ministers should also know 
how to get work done from the 
offi cers,” he told reporters here.

The remarks by Anirudh 
Singh came a day after PWD 
Minister Vikramaditya Singh 
Tuesday asserted that unfair 
distribution of public funds by 
IAS and IPS offi cers posted in 
the state will not be tolerated.

Accusing some IAS and IPS 
offi cers from UP and Bihar of 
undermining the spirit of Him-
achal Pradesh, the PWD minis-
ter claimed they were misusing 
the central funds meant for var-
ious road and other projects.

Reacting to Vikramaditya 
Singh’s statement, Revenue and 
Horticulture Minister Jagat 
Singh Negi Tuesday said, “I do 
not agree with the sweeping 
statement as several offi cers from 
outside the state are doing good 
work.” He urged the PWD min-
ister to name the offi cers instead 
of making a general statement.

In December last year, Dep-
uty Chief Minister Mukesh 
Agnihotri had said that offi cials 
conspiring against the ruling 
Congress government and vis-
iting the houses of BJP leaders 
at night would be “fi nished” 
under the cover of darkness.

War of words erupts 
between ministers over 
working of IAS, IPS offi cers

A woman performs rituals as people take a holy dip at the Sangam on the occasion of 'Makar Sankranti' festival, 
during the ongoing 'Magh Mela', in Prayagraj, Wednesday PTI PHOTO



A law should 
be passed in 
Parliament that 
mandates the 
following:
All MPs, MLAs, 
judges, ministers, 

IAS, IPS, and other government 
offi cials must receive treatment 
only in government hospitals. 
No one should be allowed to seek 
treatment in private hospitals or 
travel abroad for medical care.
them experience the healthcare 
infrastructure they have built for 
the common people.
 @RajeshwariRW
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MUMBAI ARTIST FINALIST FOR 
$1MN GLOBAL TEACHER PRIZE
Rouble Nagi, an art and social science 
teacher based in Mumbai, was named a 
top 10 fi nalist for the 1-million-dollar Global 
Teacher Prize 2026 in London Wednesday. 
Nagi works on education in slums and rural 
communities across India as founder of the 
Rouble Nagi Art Foundation and Missal India

Goa has recorded 
a crime detection 
rate of 86 per 
cent, which is 
the highest in the 
country
PRAMOD SAWANT | 
CHIEF MINISTER, GOA

Misri meets senior 
leader of CPC
New Delhi: India Wednesday 
underlined the need to take 
“positive steps” to create 
the right environment for 
improving ties with China 
as Foreign Secretary Vikram 
Misri hosted Sun Haiyan, a 
senior leader of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC), focusing 
on initiatives to rebuild the 
relations. Sun, the vice minister 
of the CPC’s international 
department, is currently on a 
visit to India to explore ways 
to improve relations between 
the two countries. In the 
meeting, Misri emphasised 
the importance of increasing 
understanding between the 
people of the two countries 
in order to rebuild ties and in 
this context, highlighted the 
need to “take positive steps to 
create the right environment 
for improved bilateral 
relations,” the external affairs 
ministry said in a readout. The 
discussions between Misri 
and Sun covered the progress 
in stabilising and rebuilding 
bilateral ties, with the priority 
on business and people-centric 
engagements, and ways to take 
forward bilateral engagement 
in 2026, it said.

Rakesh Aggarwal 
appointed NIA chief
New Delhi: Counter-terrorism 
expert Rakesh Aggarwal was 
Wednesday appointed as 
the new director general of 
the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA), the country’s 
anti-terror agency. Aggarwal, 
a 1994-batch Indian Police 
Service (IPS) offi cer of 
Himachal Pradesh cadre, is 
currently working as special 
director general in the anti-
terror agency. He was also 
holding the additional charge 
of the post of DG, NIA, after 
the premature repatriation 
of Sadanand Vasant Date to 
Maharashtra last month.

The state 
government 
will formulate 

a nutrition policy 
for the state to 
ensure availability 
of nutritious food 
for all vulnerable groups, including 
children, adolescent girls, and 
expectant and lactating mothers

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUKHU |  
CHIEF MINISTER, HIMACHAL PRADESH

The BJP has 
nurtured a 
poisonous 

weed in Maha-
rashtra. Vigilant 
citizens must 
recognise it and 
uproot it in the forthcoming 
municipal elections. This devious 
politics would turn Maharashtra 
into another Bihar

HARSHWARDHAN SAPKAL | 
CONGRESS PRESIDENT, MAHARASHTRA

Mamata Ba-
nerjee seems 
to be at her 

wits' end. The time 
given to Mamata 
Banerjee vide the 
defamation notice 
on my behalf has now expired, and 
being in a fi x has prevented her 
from replying

SUVENDU ADHIKARI | 
OPPOSITION LEADER, WEST BENGAL

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Jan 14: With over 
18,000 postgraduate medical 
seats across the country re-
maining vacant, the National 
Board of Examinations in Med-
ical Sciences (NBEMS) has re-
vised the qualifying percentiles 
for NEET-PG 2025 admissions, 
reducing it to zero percentile 
from 40 percentile for reserved 
categories.

According to the notice pub-
lished by NBEMS Tuesday, the 
NEET PG cutoff for the general 
category has been reduced to 
seven percentile from 50.

The decision follows the 
completion of round two coun-
selling. Offi cial sources said the 
revision aims to ensure optimal 
utilisation of available seats, 
which are vital for expanding 
India’s pool of trained medical 
specialists. Leaving such seats 
vacant undermines efforts to 
improve healthcare delivery 
and results in the loss of valu-
able educational resources, the 
sources said. NEET-PG serves 
as a ranking mechanism to facil-
itate transparent, merit-based 
allocation of seats through cen-
tralised counselling.

The previous percentile 
thresholds had restricted the 
pool of eligible candidates de-
spite the availability of seats.

Listing the key highlights, 
offi cial sources said the ad-
missions remain strictly 
merit-based, determined by 
NEET-PG rank and candidate 
preferences.

Allotments will be made only 
through authorised counselling 
mechanisms and no direct or 
discretionary admissions are 
permitted. Inter-se merit and 
choice-based allocation will 
continue to guide seat distri-
bution, the sources said.

The sources said there will 
be no dilution of academic 
standards and that the revised 
percentile merely expands el-
igibility among already-quali-
fi ed MBBS doctors.
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Indore, Jan 14: An audit re-
port has been submitted to the 
Indore administration on the 
deaths of 21 persons in Bhagi-
rathpura, with fi ndings sug-
gesting 15 of the fatalities may 
be linked to a recent outbreak 
of vomiting and diarrhoea in 
the area, according to sources.

Five new cases of diarrhoea, 
linked to drinking contaminat-
ed water in the Bhagirathpura 
area of Indore, the country’s 
cleanest city, were found Tues-
day, a Madhya Pradesh health 
department offi cial said.

Indore Chief Medical and 
Health Offi cer (CMHO) Dr Mad-
hav Prasad Hasani said the new 
diarrhoea patients from Bhagi-
rathpura visited the outpatient 
department (OPD) of health cen-
tres, where they were treated.

The local administration has 

so far confi rmed the deaths of 
six persons due to vomiting and 
diarrhoea caused by drinking 
contaminated water. However, 
local residents claimed 23 pa-
tients, including a six-month-
old child, have died so far due 
to the outbreak.

Meanwhile, a committee 
from the government-run 

Mahatma Gandhi Memorial 
Medical College here has sub-
mitted an ‘audit’ report to the 
administration on the deaths 
of 21 persons in Bhagirathpura.

Sources familiar with the 
contents of the report Tuesday 
said 15 of these deaths may be 
linked to the vomiting and di-
arrhoea outbreak in some way.

“A committee of senior 
doctors from the college was 
formed to analyse the causes 
of the deaths in Bhagirathpura. 
This committee has submitted 
its report,” District Magistrate 
Shivam Verma told reporters 
on Tuesday. Verma, however, 
did not provide specifi c details 
about the ‘death audit’ report.

He said some fatalities in Bh-
agirathpura were likely due to 
vomiting and diarrhoea caused 
by unclean drinking water, but 
the deaths of some patients 
were unrelated to the outbreak.

The committee could not 
reach at any conclusion regard-
ing the actual cause of death in 
some other cases, said the se-
nior bureaucrat.

He said the district adminis-
tration has so far provided fi -
nancial assistance of Rs 2 lakh 
each to 18 affected families in 
Bhagirathpura.

INDIAN RAILWAYS’ 
UNIQUE INITIATIVE

Indian Railways has long been 
the social and economic lifeline 
of the nation. As it evolves with 

high-speed technology and advanced 
safety, it is also redefi ning the pas-
senger experience. A unique new 
initiative—serving authentic regional 
cuisines on Vande Bharat trains—is 
transforming rail travel from a mere 
commute into a rich cultural celebra-
tion. By integrating local fl avors into 
the onboard menu, Indian Railways 
is paying a delicious tribute to India’s 
heritage while prioritizing passenger 
comfort and quality.

From ‘travel’ to ‘experiential journey’
Modern travelers seek more than 

just punctual arrivals; they value the 
quality of the time spent in transit. 
Recognizing this, Indian Railways 
has introduced traditional meals 
that allow passengers to explore 
the distinctive fl avors of various 
states without leaving their seats. 
This shift marks the transition of 

the railways into a “thought cen-
ter” focused on holistic passenger 
satisfaction and cultural immersion.

A Symbol Of Unity In Diversity
India’s strength lies in its diversi-

ty of language, attire, and especially 

food. The Vande Bharat Express has 
become a platform where these di-
verse identities meet. From the spicy 
aromatic dishes of the South to the 
subtle, mountain-grown fl avors of the 
North, the menu represents a “Mini 
India.” On the Rourkela–Howrah 

route, passengers can relish Kosha 
Paneer, while the Howrah–Puri route 
features Aloo Potol Bhaja, connect-
ing travelers to Bengal’s traditional 
kitchens. From Bihar, the famous 
Champaran Paneer and Champaran 
Chicken bring the rustic, earthy aro-
ma of rural traditions to the tracks.

The Nagpur–Secunderabad route 
serves Kanda Poha, a staple Maha-
rashtrian breakfast. Simultaneous-
ly, the bold spices of Andhra Pradesh 
are showcased through Andhra Kodi 
Kura. On the CSMT–Madgaon line, 
Masala Upma offers a healthy, light 
alternative for coastal travelers. 

Gujarat’s balanced flavors shine 
with Methi Thepla and Masala 
Lauki on the Sabarmati–Veraval 
route. Meanwhile, Odisha’s com-
forting home-style cooking is rep-
resented by Aloo Phoolgobi on the 
Puri-bound trains. 

The Thiruvananthapuram routes 
offer a grand Keralite feast, includ-
ing Appam, Kadala Curry, and the 

sweet Palada Payasam, providing a 
complete immersion into the state’s 
coconut-rich culinary legacy.

In the North, the Katra–Srinagar 
route introduces passengers to Dogri 
Ambal Kaddu and Kashmiri Tamatar 
Chaman, fi nishing with the iconic Ke-
sar Phirni. 

Strengthening The Local Economy
Beyond the palate, this initiative 

serves a greater economic purpose. By 
sourcing local ingredients and employ-
ing traditional cooking techniques, In-
dian Railways is championing the “Vo-
cal for Local” movement. This creates 
a robust supply chain that benefi ts re-
gional farmers, local chefs, and small-
scale entrepreneurs, ensuring that the 
progress of the railways translates into 
prosperity for the community. 

Through this culinary revolu-
tion, the Vande Bharat Express is 
not just moving people across dis-
tances—it is bringing the heart of 
India to their plates.This shift marks the transition of ty of language, attire, and especially India. On the Rourkela Howrah ing Appam, Kadala Curry, and the India to their plates.

WATER 
CONTAMINATION

Audit indicates 15 deaths linked 
to diarrhoea outbreak in Indore
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New Delhi, Jan 14: In a sig-
nifi cant development, a spe-
cial court here Wednesday 
convicted Kashmiri separatist 
Asiya Andrabi and two others 
for offences including conspir-
acy to wage war against the 
country and being members of 
a terrorist organisation under 
stringent anti-terror law UAPA.

Andrabi, the founder of the 
all-women separatist group 
Dukhtaraan-e-Millat (DeM) 
in 1987, was arrested in April 
2018 and charges were framed 
against her under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA) for allegedly conspir-
ing to commit terrorist acts, 
being members of a terrorist 
organisation, and providing 
support to such groups.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Chander Jit Singh, as the spe-
cial National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) judge, had heard 
the case against Andrabi and 
her two associates -- Sofi  Feh-
meeda and Nahida Nasreen.

The special judge found 
them guilty of offences under 
UAPA sections 18 (punishment 
for conspiracy) and 38 (of-
fence relating to membership 
of a terrorist organisation) 
Wednesday.

The court also convicted the 
three under IPC sections 153 
A (promoting enmity between 
different groups), 153B (impu-
tations, assertions prejudicial 
to national-integration), 121-

A (conspiracy to wage war 
against Government of India), 
120B (criminal conspiracy) and 
505 (statements conducing to 
public mischief).

The accused were physical-
ly present in the packed court-
room in the afternoon amid 
tight security for pronounce-
ment of the judgement.

The court has now listed the 
case January 17 for hearing ar-
guments on the quantum of sen-
tence which may exceed impris-
onment for life for the offences 
under the stringent provisions 
of the anti-terror law.

Andrabi and her two asso-
ciates were formally charged 
with multiple offences under 
the stringent UAPA and the 
IPC in February 2021.

It was alleged that they plot-
ted to wage war against the 
country, besides conspiring 
to carry out terror-related 
activities. In April 2018, on 

directions of the Union Home 
Ministry, the NIA registered 
a case against them as well as 
the DeM.

According to the FIR, the 
“central government has re-
ceived information that Aasi-
ya Andrabi and her associates 
namely Sofi Fehmeeda and 
Nahida Nasreen are actively 
running a terrorist organisa-
tion named as ‘Dukhtaran-
E-Millat’ (DeM) which is 
proscribed under the First 
Schedule to the UAPA”.

“They are using various 
media platforms to spread in-
surrectionary imputations and 
hateful speeches that endanger 
the integrity, security and sov-
ereignty of India. The DEM 
through Aasiya Andrabi openly 
advocates secession of Jammu 
and Kashmir from the Union of 
India and has also called for Ji-
had and use of violence against 
India,” the FIR alleged.

UAPA CASE

Delhi court convicts Kashmiri 
separatist Asiya Andrabi
Andrabi, the founder of the all-women separatist group DeM in 1987, was 

arrested in April 2018 and charges were framed against her under the 
UAPA for allegedly conspiring to commit terrorist acts, being members 

of a terrorist organisation, and providing support to such groups

NEET PG-2025 cutoffs 
lowered after two 
rounds of counselling

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 14: Editors 
Guild of India Wednesday 
urged governments of India and 
Pakistan to lift restrictions on 
news websites and restore ac-
cess to cross border journalism.

In a statement here, the Guild 
admitted that there have been 
instances of media in both the 
countries crossing bounds of 
balanced and professional jour-
nalism and going overboard 
with misinformation.

“However, while such aber-
rations and instances of uneth-
ical journalism need to be dealt 
with more conscientiously, 
blocking all access is not the 
solution,” the Guild said.

It said a blanket ban does not 
expunge ground realities, but 
only serves to build a climate 
of fear and mistrust.

“Such bans also run counter 
to the spirit of democracy and 
freedom of expression," it said.

The Guild said it believed 
that unhindered access to news, 
especially among the neigh-
bouring countries in South 
Asia, was an essential prerequi-
site to building an atmosphere 
of trust and understanding be-
tween the peoples and nations 
of the region.

Untrammelled access to 
news, views, perspectives, and 
information will help create 
an informed citizenry, aid dia-
logue and help usher in peace 
in the region. “The Guild calls 
on the governments of India 
and Pakistan to promptly lift 
these restrictions on news 
websites and restore access to 
cross-border journalism,” the 
statement said.

Lift restrictions on news websites: 
Editors  Guild to India, Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 14: US Ambas-
sador Sergio Gor Wednesday 
said he was looking forward to 
working closely with New Del-
hi to advance shared priorities 
in areas of defence, trade, tech-
nology and critical minerals 
and to strengthen the overall 
partnership, as he presented 
his credentials to President 
Droupadi Murmu.

Gor, the 27th US ambassador 
to India, said it was an honour 
for him to “serve in India at 
a time of such promise and 
opportunity in the US-India 
relationship”. He made the re-
marks after presenting his cre-
dentials along with the envoys 
of Austria and Trinidad and 
Tobago at an offi cial ceremony 
at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

“It is an honour to present 
my credentials to Indian Pres-
ident Murmu and to serve in 
India at a time of such promise 
and opportunity in the US-India 
relationship,” he said.

“I look forward to working 
closely with the Government of 
India and the Indian people to 
advance our shared priorities 
in defence, trade, technology, 
and critical minerals, and to 

further strengthen the part-
nership between our two great 
democracies,” he added.

Prior to assuming his duties 
in New Delhi, Gor, 38, was as-
sistant to the US President and 
Director of Presidential Person-
nel in the White House.

He arrived in New Delhi Jan-
uary 9 amid an unprecedented 
estrangement in ties between the 
two countries. The India-US ties 
have been reeling under severe 
stress after Trump doubled tariffs 
on Indian goods to a whopping 50 
per cent including a 25 per cent 
additional duty for India’s pur-
chase of Russian crude oil.

Apart from the tariff, the re-
lations witnessed a downturn 
on a number of other issues 
that included Trump’s claim 
of ending the India-Pakistan 
confl ict in May last year and 
Washington’s new immigration 
policy. In an address at the US 
embassy, Gor said Monday that 
no country is as essential as In-
dia to the United States.

“You and I have an incred-
ible once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to redefi ne diplomacy. 
What it can accomplish could 
be the most consequential glob-
al partnership of this century,” 
Gor had said.

Gor, the 27th US ambassador to India, said it was 
an honour for him to serve in India at a time of such 
promise and opportunity in the US-India relationship

Looking forward to working 
closely with New Delhi: Gor

A taste of regional cuisines on Vande Bharat trains
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POST-WAR GAZA LEADERSHIP

US President Donald Trump is 
expected to push ahead with his 
phased plan for Gaza's future by 
announcing the administration 
that will run the war-ravaged 
Palestinian territory, sources said

If we have to choose 
between the United States 
and Denmark here and now, 
we choose Denmark. We 
choose NATO. We choose 
the Kingdom of Denmark. 
We choose the EU
JENS-FREDERIK NIELSEN | PM, GREENLAND

3 Indians charged over 
elderly couple’s murder
Ottawa: The trial began 
Monday for three Indian-origin 
men accused of killing an 
elderly couple in Canada's 
British Columbia in 2022, 
Canadian media reports 
said. The couple - Arnold and 
Joanne De Jong - were found 
dead in their house on May 9, 
2022. The accused men were 
identifi ed as Gurkaran Singh, 
Abhijeet Singh, and Khushveer 
Singh Toor. On Monday, a 
court in British Columbia's 
Abbotsford heard that the 
accused had previously done 
work for Arnold and Joanne 
De Jong through a cleaning 
company. The court heard 
that Arnold and Joanne 
were unreachable by phone 
the morning after a family 
gathering in their house on 
May 8, 2022, prompting one of 
their sons-in-law to check on 
them. The prosecution alleged 
that Gurkaran, Abhijeet, and 
Khushveer were motivated by 
debt, fi nancial pressure, and 
greed, and hence they carried 
out the murder.

10 Indian fi shermen 
arrested by SL Navy 
Colombo: The Sri Lankan 
Navy has arrested 10 Indian 
fi shermen and seized their 
trawler for allegedly fi shing in 
the island nation's territorial 
waters. The arrests were 
made Monday in the northern 
sea area off Delft Island, the 
Navy said in a statement. 
The 10 Indian fi shermen and 
their seized trawler were 
handed over to the Fisheries 
Inspector of Myliddy, Jaffna, 
for legal proceedings, it 
said. The fi shermen issue is 
a contentious one in the ties 
between India and Sri Lanka, 
with Lankan Navy personnel 
even fi ring at Indian fi shermen 
in the Palk Strait and seizing 
their boats in several alleged 
incidents of illegally entering 
Sri Lankan territorial waters. 
In 2025, the Sri Lankan Navy 
apprehended 346 Indian 
fi shermen for alleged poaching 
and seized 44 trawlers, 
according to the statement.

I have been 
informed 
this morning 

that X is acting to 
ensure full compli-
ance with UK law

KEIR STARMER | PM, UK 

Our trading 
partners are 
increasingly 

diversifi ed, and 
our risk-resilience 
has signifi cantly 
strengthened

WANG JUN  | VICE-MINISTER OF THE GENERAL 
ADMINISTRATION OF CUSTOMS, CHINA 

We all want 
peace for 
Ukraine, 

and for that 
Ukraine must be 
in a position of 
strength. With the 
military assistance, Ukraine can 
stand strong against Russia, and 
at the same time it can integrate 
more closely into Europe's defence 
industrial base

URSULA VON DER LEYEN | PRESIDENT, 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

SHORT TAKES

AGENCIES

Washington, Jan 14: Two 
Indian PhD students at the 
University of Colorado Boul-
der have won a Rs 1.8 crore 
($200,000) civil rights settlement 
following a discrimination dis-
pute that stemmed from an in-
cident involving Indian food.

The case dates back to Sep-
tember 2023, when Aditya 
Prakash, 34, was allegedly 
asked by a university staff 
member not to heat his lunch—
palak paneer—in a departmen-
tal microwave, citing its “pun-
gent smell.” According to mul-
tiple reports, when confronted, 
Prakash responded briefl y, say-

ing he was heating his food and 
would leave immediately.

The incident escalated after 
Prakash raised concerns about 
what he described as discrim-
inatory treatment. He and his 
partner, Urmi Bhattacheryya, 
35, subsequently fi led a civil 
lawsuit in the United States 
District Court for Colorado, 
alleging retaliation by the 
university.

In the complaint, Prakash 
said he was repeatedly sum-
moned to meetings with senior 
faculty and accused of making 
staff “feel unsafe.” Bhattach-
eryya claimed she was removed 
from her teaching assistant 
position without explanation 

and later accused of “inciting 
a riot” after continuing to eat 
Indian food for two days follow-
ing the incident.

After a legal battle lasting 
nearly two years, the universi-
ty agreed in September 2025 to 
pay the couple Rs 1.8 crore and 

award them their Master’s de-
grees. However, the settlement 
barred them from future enrol-
ment or employment at the uni-
versity. The couple returned to 
India earlier this month.

In an Instagram post, Bhat-
tacheryya refl ected on the 
ordeal, writing, “This year, I 
fought a fi ght. A fi ght for the 
freedom to eat what I want, and 
to protest at will, no matter the 
colour of my skin, my ethnic ex-
traction, or the unfl inchingly 
unchanged Indian accent.”

She added, “I endured star-
tling health reversals I’d nev-
er encountered before. My 
self-respect and confi dence—
things I’d always jealously 

safeguarded—were steadily 
chipped away, until these ac-
tions touched them. But not 
for long. I will not be humbled 
by injustices. I will not be si-
lent in the face of deliberate 
upheavals. I will certainly 
kowtow to no one.”

The University of Colorado 
Boulder confi rmed the settle-
ment but denied any liability, 
stating it followed established 
procedures for handling dis-
crimination and harassment 
complaints.

The case has since drawn 
widespread attention on social 
media, with many users prais-
ing the students for standing up 
against discrimination. 

Food discrimination case ends in ̀ 1.8cr settlementPALAK PANEER, 
PREJUDICE

REUTERS

Dubai, Jan 14: The United 
States is withdrawing some 
personnel from bases in the 
Middle East, a US offi cial said 
Wednesday, after a senior Ira-
nian offi cial said Tehran had 
warned neighbours it would hit 
American bases if Washington 
strikes.

With Iran's lead-
ership trying to 
put down the 
worst domestic 
unrest the Is-
lamic Repub-
lic has ever 
faced, Tehran 
is seeking to 
deter US Pres-
ident Donald 
Trump's repeated 
threats to intervene 
on behalf of anti-govern-
ment protesters.

A US offi cial, speaking on 
cond ition of anonymity, said 
the United States was with-

drawing some personnel from 
key bases in the region as a 
precaution given heightened 
regional tensions.

Three diplomats said some 
personnel had already been 
advised to leave the main US 
air base in the region in Qatar, 
although there were no im-
mediate signs of a large-scale 

evacuation of troops, as 
took place in the hours 

before an Iranian 
missile attack last 
year.

Trump has 
repeatedly 
threatened to 
intervene in 
support of pro-

testers in Iran, 
where thousands 

of people have been 
reported killed in a 

crackdown on the protests 
against clerical rule.

Iran and its Western foes 
have both described the un-
rest, which began two weeks 

ago as demonstrations against 
dire economic conditions and 
rapidly escalated in recent 
days, as the most violent since 
the 1979 Islamic Revolution 
that installed Iran's system of 
clerical rule.

An Iranian offi cial has said 
more than 2,000 people have 
died. A rights group put the 
toll at more than 2,600.

Iran "had never faced this 
volume of destruction", Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff Abdolra-
him Mousavi said Wednes-
day, blaming foreign enemies. 
French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Noel Barrot described 
"the most violent repression in 
Iran's contemporary history".

ISRAELI ASSESSMENT SAYS TRUMP 
HAS DECIDED TO INTERVENE

According to an Israeli as-
sessment, Trump has decid-
ed to intervene, although the 
scope and timing of this action 
remains unclear, an Israeli of-
fi cial said.

The three diplomats told Re-
uters that some personnel had 
been advised to leave the US 
military's Al Udeid Air Base in 
Qatar by Wednesday evening.

One of the diplomats de-
scribed the move as a "posture 
change" rather than an "or-
dered evacuation". There was 
no sign of troops being moved 
off the base to a nearby soccer 
stadium and shopping mall, 
as took place last June in the 

hours before Iran targeted the 
base with missiles in retalia-
tion for US airstrikes.

Iranian authorities have 
accused the United States and 
Israel of fomenting the unrest, 
carried out by people it calls 
terrorists.

MUSK GIVES FREE STARLINK 
ACCESS FOR IRAN

Iranian demonstrators' 
ability to get details of bloody 
nationwide protests out to 
the world has been given a 
strong boost, with SpaceX's 
Starlink satellite internet 
service dropping its fees to 
allow more people to cir-
cumvent the Tehran govern-
ment's strongest attempt ever 
to prevent information from 
spilling outside its borders, 
activists said Wednesday.

The move by the Amer-
ican aerospace company 
run by Elon Musk follows 
the complete shutdown of 
telecommunications and 
internet access to Iran's 85 
million people January 8, 
as protests expanded over 
the Islamic Republic's fal-
tering economy and the 
collapse of its currency.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Lahore, Jan 14: An Indian 
Sikh woman, who contracted 
marriage with a local Muslim 
during a visit to Pakistan in No-
vember, was arrested and sent to 
a government-run shelter home 
in Lahore, a Punjab government 
source said Wednesday. 

Sarabjeet Kaur, 48, was 
among 2,000 Sikh pilgrims 
who had entered Pakistan via 
Wagah border from India in No-
vember last year to attend the 
festivities related to the birth 
anniversary of Guru Nanak.

The pilgrims returned home 
after a few days, but Kaur went 
missing. A senior police offi cer 
in Lahore later said that Kaur 
contracted marriage with Na-
sir Hussain of Sheikhupura 
district, some 50 kms from La-
hore, a day after she arrived in 
Pakistan on November 4.

Later, Kaur and Hussain fi led 
a petition in the Lahore High 
Court complaining that the po-
lice had conducted an illegal 
raid at their house in Faroo-
qabad, Sheikhupura, and pres-
sured them to end the marriage.

Lahore High Court Justice 
Farooq Haider ordered the po-
lice to stop harassing the cou-
ple. "Instead of following the 
court order, the Punjab police 
apprehended the couple and 
sent Ms Kaur to Darul Aman 
(government-run shelter home) 
in Lahore," the source in the 
Punjab government told PTI.

He said the authorities 
want to deport Kaur while her 
husband is in police custody 
facing a case. 

Iran warns of retaliation if US strikes

Iran signals fast trials, executions for protesters 

The head of Iran's judiciary signalled Wednesday there 
would be fast trials and executions ahead for those 

detained in nationwide protests despite a warning from 
US President Donald Trump. The comments from Iran's 
judiciary chief Gholamhossein Mohseni-Ejei come as 
activists had warned hangings of those detained could 
come soon. Already, a bloody security force crackdown 
on the demonstrations has killed at least 2,571, the US-
based Human Rights Activists News Agency reported. 
That fi gure dwarfs the death toll from any other round 
of protest or unrest in Iran in decades and recalls the 
chaos surrounding the country's 1979 Islamic Revolution. 
Trump repeatedly has warned that the United States 
may take military action over the killing of peaceful 
protesters, just months after it bombed Iranian nuclear sites during a 12-day war launched by Israel against the 
Islamic Republic in June. Meanwhile Wednesday, Iran held a mass funeral of some 100 security force members 
killed in the demonstrations after authorities earlier said it would be 300. Tens of thousands of mourners attended, 
holding Iranian fl ags and photos of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The caskets, covered in Iranian fl ags, stood stacked 
at least three high. Red and white roses and framed photographs of people who were killed covered them. People 
elsewhere remained fearful in the streets. Plainclothes security forces still milled around some neighbourhoods, 
though anti-riot police and members of the paramilitary Revolutionary Guard's all-volunteer Basij force appeared 
to have been sent back to their barracks. The Human Rights Activists News Agency said 2,403 of the dead were 
protesters and 147 were government-affi liated. Twelve children were killed, along with nine civilians it said were 
not taking part in protests. More than 18,100 people have been detained, the group said.

Death toll in crackdown goes over 2,500 WORLD ON EDGE

US 
withdrawing 

personnel from bases 
in Middle 

East as precaution

Israeli assessment sees 
US intervening, timing 

and scope unclear

Protests have posed 
biggest challenge to 
authorities in years

Indian Sikh woman who 
married Pak man held, 
sent to shelter home

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Kathmandu, Jan 14: The 
Nepali Congress party on 
Wednesday formally split as 
negotiations between the two 
factions, led by general secre-
taries Gagan Thapa and Bish-
wo Prakash Sharma, and party 
president Sher Bahadur Deuba, 
failed to reach an agreement.

Thapa, 49, was unanimously 
elected as the president of the 
Nepali Congress party at the 
Special General Convention.

The oldest and largest party 
of the country fi nally split after 
the last minute call by Thapa 
and Sharma for Deuba to resign 
from the post of party president 
was rejected.

The general secretary duo 
asked Deuba to quit the top post 
and not contest the upcoming 

parliamentary election, assuming 
the role of a patron to honour the 
sentiments of the Gen Z youths, 
who lost their lives during the 
September movement.

The tussle between the two 
factions climaxed after the dis-
sident faction held the Special 
General Convention at Bhrikuti-
mandap, Kathmandu January 11 
and 12 that extended till Wednes-
day despite Deuba's disapproval.

As the last minute negotiations 
failed, Deuba's faction Wednesday 
issued a notice informing that 
the party's central committee ex-
pelled general secretaries Thapa 
and Sharma, and joint general 
secretary Farmullah Mansoor 
from the party unilaterally.

However, Sharma announced 
that the party's general conven-
tion has rejected the action tak-
en by the Deuba faction to expel 
them from the party.

Nepali Congress party splits, 
Gagan elected new president

We need to change the 
face of the party that 
was part of the K P 

Sharma Oli-led government that 
suppressed the youth's agitation 
against corruption and political 
disorder so that our colleagues 
can directly go to the people 
during the election campaign

 GAGAN THAPA

ROUSING WELCOME: Traditionally-built stitched ship INSV Kaundinya, sails into the shores of Muscat on Wednesday after a 17-day maiden overseas 
voyage, from India to Oman      PTI PHOTO

REUTERS

Brussels, Jan 14: Last year 
was among the planet's three 
warmest on record, the World 
Meteorological Organization 
said Wednesday, as EU scien-
tists also confi rmed average 
temperatures have now exceed-
ed 1.5 degrees Celsius of global 
warming for the longest since 
records began.

The WMO, which consoli-
dates eight climate datasets 
from around the world, said six 
of them - including the European 
Union's European Centre for Me-
dium-Range Weather Forecasts 
(ECMWF) and the British nation-
al weather service - had ranked 
2025 as the third warmest, while 
two placed it as the second warm-
est in the 176-year record.

The US National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration 
also confi rmed in data released 
on Wednesday that 2025 was the 
third-warmest year in its glob-
al temperature record, which 
dates back to 1850.

All eight datasets confi rmed 
that the last three years were 
the planet's three hottest since 
records began, the WMO 
said. The warmest year on 
record was 2024.

2025 among world’s three hottest yearsCLIMATE 
CRISIS

US freezes visas 
for 75 countries
NEW YORK: The Trump administration 
Wednesday announced pausing im-
migrant visa processing for individuals 
from 75 countries, including Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Russia, as part 
of increasing crackdown on foreigners 
likely to rely on public benefi ts in the 
US. "The State Department will pause 
immigrant visa processing from 75 
countries whose migrants take welfare 
from the American people at unaccep-
table rates," the State Department said. 
"The Trump administration will PAUSE 
immigrant visa processing from 75 
countries until the US can ensure that 
incoming immigrants will not become 
a public charge or extract wealth from 
American taxpayers. AMERICA FIRST," 
the White House said in a post on X.

1st time in 50 yrs, US 
migration in negative 
HOUSTON: The United States recorded 
negative net migration in 2025 for the 
fi rst time in at least half a century, 
driven mainly by a sharp decline in 
new arrivals following the Trump ad-
ministration's immigration crackdown, 
according to a report. The Brookings 
Institution in a report released Tuesday 
estimates net migration ranged from a 
loss of about 295,000 people to near zero 
for the year. While the administration 
stepped up removals, the report said the 
decline was largely due to fewer entries 
rather than deportations alone. The slow-
down refl ects tighter visa approvals and 
longer processing times affecting students 
and skilled professionals from countries, 
including India, the largest source of inter-
national students and a major contributor 
to the US technology workforce. 
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INDIAN OIL TAPS ECUADOREAN CRUDE  
Indian Oil Corp bought its fi rst Ecuadorean 
Oriente crude cargo for end-March delivery via 
a tender, two trade sources said, as the coun-
try's top refi ner expands its oil sourcing to partly 
replace some Russian oil. US and European Union 
sanctions on Russian producers and vessels are 
disrupting Russian oil imports, prompting Indian 
refi ners to scout for alternative supplies

You want to be 
on the edge of 

the latest technology. If I 
can bring that (upgrade) 
platform to home applianc-
es and TV, that will enable 
consumers to recoup on the 
resale value and move to 
the latest technology
JB PARK | SAMSUNG SOUTHWEST 
ASIA PRESIDENT AND CEO

RBI nod to Japan’s 
SMBC to set up wholly 
owned subsidiary
Mumbai: The Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) Wednesday said 
it has granted "in-principle" 
approval to Sumitomo Mitsui 
Banking Corporation (SMBC), 
Japan, for setting up a wholly 
owned subsidiary in India.
SMBC is currently carrying on 
banking business in India in 
branch mode through its four 
branches in New Delhi, Mumbai, 
Chennai, and Bengaluru. "The 
in-principle approval has been 
granted to the bank for setting 
up a wholly owned subsidiary 
(WOS) through conversion of 
its existing branches in India," 
the RBI said in a statement. The 
central bank further said it will 
consider granting a licence for 
commencement of banking 
business in the wholly owned 
subsidiary to SMBC on being 
satisfi ed that the bank has 
complied with the requisite 
conditions laid down by the RBI 
as part of 'in-principle' approval. 
In 2025, SMBC acquired 24.22 per 
cent stake in private sector lender 
YES Bank, to become its largest 
shareholder, while SBI continues 
to hold a signifi cant stake of over 
10 per cent.

India to grow at 
7.2%: World Bank 
New Delhi: The World Bank 
has raised India's GDP growth 
forecast to 7.2 per cent for 
the current fi scal, up by 0.9 
percentage points from its 
June projections, on the back 
of robust domestic demand 
and tax reforms. In its fl agship 
report "Global Economic 
Prospects", the World Bank also 
said growth in India is projected 
to slow to 6.5 per cent in 2026-
27. The projection is based on 
the assumption that the 50-per 
cent import tariffs by the US 
remain in place throughout 
the forecast horizon. "Even so, 
India is expected to maintain 
the fastest growth rate among 
the world's largest economies," 
the report said. 

Curtains on 
10-min delivery
New Delhi: After Blinkit, major 
quick commerce players Zepto, 
Swiggy Instamart, and Flipkart 
Minutes have dropped their 
'10-minute' delivery branding 
following pressure from the 
government and labour rights 
groups over the welfare and 
safety of delivery partners. 
The move comes after Union 
Labour Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya, in a meeting last 
week, urged quick commerce 
fi rms to prioritise worker safety 
by removing rigid 10-minute 
deadlines. It was being said 
that such hyper-fast delivery 
promises place undue stress on 
riders, potentially compromising 
their road safety. Quick 
commerce fi rms could not be 
immediately contacted for 
comments.

SHORT TAKES

2025 has been 
a year of pur-
poseful and 

broad-based prog-
ress for us. What 
stands out is that 
our performance is 
rooted in consistent execution and 
long-term road map for India 

PIYUSH ARORA | MD AND CEO, SKODA AUTO 
VOLKSWAGEN INDIA

Clients 
increasingly 
view Infosys 

as their AI partner 
with demonstrated 
expertise, innova-
tion capabilities 
and strong delivery credentials. 
This has helped them unlock 
business potential and enhanced 
value realisation 

SALIL PAREKH | INFOSYS CEO AND MD

uoteu

India should 
take the 
next leap in 

promoting green 
technologies 
after it marked a 
record-breaking 
year in its clean energy journey in 
2025, with non-fossil fuel installed 
capacity rising to 266.78 GW 

CHANDRAJIT BANERJEE | CII DIRECTOR GENERAL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, Jan 14: India's ex-
ports to China posted a USD 
5.5 billion increase compared to 
last year bucking the declining 
trend even as the trade defi cit 
hit a record USD 116.12 billion, 
as per the annual trade data re-
leased by Chinese customs here 
Wednesday.

Bilateral trade, too, surged 
to an all time high to USD 
155.62 in 2025, according to 
the data.

Indian exports to China 
which over the years struggled 
to make headway climbed to 
USD 19.75 billion between Jan-
uary and December last year, 
posting a 9.7 per cent increase, 
amounting to USD 5.5 billion, 
according to the data.

At the same time, Chinese 
exports to India increased 12.8 
per cent to USD 135.87 billion 
last year.

While trade is picking up 
from both countries, the total 
bilateral trade surged to a re-
cord high of USD 155.62 billion 
in 2025, the year in which both 
countries faced US President 
Donald Trump's tariff hikes.

he trade defi cit -- a constant 
problem in India-China trade -- 
touched a record high of USD 
116.12 billion, crossing the USD 
100-billion for the second time 
since 2023.

In 2024, the trade defi cit was 
USD 99.21 billion with China's 
exports totalling to USD 113.45 
billion, and India's outbound 
shipments to China stagnating 
at USD 14.25 billion.

China's annual trade data 
covers from January to De-
cember while India releases 

its fi gures from March to April.
Observers said the USD 5.5 

billion increase in Indian ex-
ports, though modest, is signif-
icant, pointing to a structural 
shift with items such as oil 
meals, marine products, tele-
com instruments and spices, 
making headway into the tough 
Chinese market, which is strug-
gling to expand its domestic 
consumption.

Also, India over the years has 
been demanding China to open 
its IT, pharma, and agricultur-
al produce, which are India's 
strong areas.

China's overall global trade 
continues to grow, defying 
trade tensions with the US.

Customs data showed that 
the surplus surged to a record 
of almost USD 1.2 trillion in 
2025 an increase of 20 per cent 
compared to 2024, with exports 
at USD 3.77 trillion and imports 
at USD 2.58 trillion.

The growth in China's ex-
ports despite Trump tariff hike 

was attributed to Beijing's di-
versifi cation strategy.

Wang Jun, vice-minister of 
the General Administration 
of Customs, attributed China's 
robust export performance last 
year -- in the face of trade head-
winds -- to supportive policies 
and the country's industrial 
depth. 

"Our trading partners are 
increasingly diversifi ed, and 
our risk-resilience has signifi -
cantly strengthened," he told 
Hong Kong-based South China 
Morning Post.

Gary Ng, senior Asia-Pacifi c 
economist at French invest-
ment bank Natixis, noted that 
trade tensions remained, and 
external demand might not be 
as strong this year as in 2025, 
as most central banks no lon-
ger have much room for further 
rate cuts. 

"I think Chinese exports will 
continue to grow in 2026, but at 
a slightly slower pace," Ng told 
the newspaper.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 14: Silver 
prices zoomed by Rs 15,000 to 
a fresh record of Rs 2,86,000 
per kg in the national cap-
ital Wednesday, while gold 
also climbed to touch a life-
time high of Rs 1,46,500 per 10 
grams, tracking strong global 
trends.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, silver pric-
es extended their blistering 
rally for the fourth consecu-
tive day by jumping Rs 15,000, 
or 5.5 per cent, to touch a new 
peak of Rs 2,86,000 per kilo-
gram (inclusive of all taxes) 
up from Tuesday's close of Rs 
2,71,000 per kg.

With the latest rise, the 
metal had appreciated by Rs 
42,500, or 17.45 per cent, over 
the past four sessions from Rs 
2,43,500 per kg on January 8.

Traders said silver con-
tinued to outperform gold in 
terms of returns. During the 
calendar year, the metal has 
rallied nearly 20 per cent, gain-
ing Rs 47,000 from Rs 2,39,000 
per kg recorded on December 
31, 2025.

Gold of 99.9 per cent purity 
also climbed by Rs 1,500 to 

scale yet another peak of Rs 
1,46,500 per 10 grams (inclu-
sive of all taxes) on Wednes-
day. The yellow metal had set-
tled at Rs 1,45,000 per 10 grams 
in the previous session.

In the past four sessions, the 
precious yellow metal prices 
have risen Rs 6,000, or 4.3 per 
cent, from Rs 1,40,500 per 10 
grams on January 8.

So far this year, gold pric-
es have gained Rs 8,800, or 6.4 
per cent, from Rs 1,37,700 per 
10 grams recorded on Decem-
ber 31, 2025.

The domestic bullion rally 
mirrors sharp gains in the 
overseas markets.

Spot silver breached USD 91 
per ounce-mark for the first 
time, surging more than 5 
per cent to a record of USD 
91.56 per ounce while gold 
advanced by 1.14 per cent, to 
a fresh record of USD 4,640.13 
per ounce.

"Persistent geopolitical 
unrest across the globe and 
a weak dollar index boosted 
safe-haven demand, while 
softer inflation data increased 
expectations of a interest rate 
cut by the US Federal Reserve, 
underpinning safe-haven ap-
peal," an expert said.

India’s trade defi cit with 
China surges to $116bn

Silver zooms by `15,000 
to hit `2.86 lakh/kg

Rupee falls 11 paise 
to close at 90.34 
against dollar
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 14: The rupee 
pared initial gains and settled for 
the day 11 paise lower at 90.34 
against the US dollar Wednes-
day, as the likely central bank 
intervention was negated by a 
strong dollar, foreign outfl ows 
from capital markets, and ele-
vated crude oil prices.

Forex traders said the rupee 
is likely to trade with a nega-
tive bias on risk aversion in 
global markets and geopolitical 
tensions, however, rising odds 
of a rate cut amid softening in-
fl ation and any intervention by 
the central bank may support 
the rupee at lower levels.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange, the rupee opened at 
90.26 and touched the intra-day 
low of 90.38 and a high of 89.94 
against the greenback. The 
currency fi nally ended the ses-
sion at 90.34 against the dollar, 
down 11 paise from its previ-
ous close.

On Tuesday, the rupee de-
clined 6 paise to close at 90.23 
against the US dollar.

"Indian rupee gained in 
early trade on likely central 
bank intervention. However, 
a strong dollar, FII outfl ows 
and a late fall in the domestic 
markets capped sharp gains," 
said Anuj Choudhary, Re-
search Analyst, Mirae Asset 
ShareKhan.

Choudhary further added 
that "we expect the rupee to 
trade with negative bias on 
risk aversion in global mar-
kets and geopolitical tensions".

Traders now focus on the US 
Supreme Court ruling later in 
the day on the legality of the 
Liberation Day tariffs. USDINR 
spot price is expected to trade 
in a range of 89.95 to 90.50, he 
said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 14: Wholesale 
price infl ation increased for the 
second month in a row, rising 
0.83 per cent in December 2025, 
driven by an uptick in prices of 
food, non-food articles, and man-
ufactured items on a month-on-
month basis, government data 
showed Wednesday.

After witnessing a defl ation-
ary trend in the previous two 
months, the wholesale price 
index (WPI)-based infl ation re-
turned to positive in December. 
In November and October, the 
pace of price rise was negative 
at (-) 0.32 per cent and (-) 1.02 per 
cent, respectively.

In contrast, WPI infl ation was 
2.57 per cent in December 2024.

“Positive rate of infl ation 
in December 2025 is primarily 
due to an increase in prices of 
other manufacturing, miner-
als, manufacture of machinery 
and equipment, manufacture of 
food products, and textiles, etc,” 
the industry ministry said in a 
statement.

According to WPI data, de-
fl ation in food articles was 0.43 
per cent in December, as against 

4.16 per cent in November.
In vegetables, defl ation was 

3.50 per cent in December, com-
pared to 20.23 per cent in No-
vember. Barclays India Chief 
Economist Aastha Gudwani said 
narrowing defl ation in "food ar-
ticles" and a rise in infl ation in 
"manufacturing products" drove 
the increase in the headline WPI 
infl ation in December. "We ex-
pect modest increases in WPI 
infl ation to continue".

In case of manufactured prod-
ucts, WPI infl ation inched up to 
1.82 per cent from 1.33 per cent 
in November 2025.

The non-food articles catego-
ry showed an infl ation of 2.95 
per cent in December, against 
2.27 per cent in November.

Negative infl ation or defl a-
tion continued in the fuel and 
power sectors, at 2.31 per cent in 
December, against 2.27 per cent 
a month ago. ICRA Senior Econ-
omist Rahul Agrawal said led by 
the hardening in YoY food infl a-
tion owing to an unfavourable 
base, rise in global commodity 
prices, and sustained pressure 
on the USD/INR pair over the 
past few months, ICRA expects 
the YoY WPI infl ation to rise 
to 1.5 per cent in January, the 
highest level in 10 months.

Data released earlier this 
week showed the country's re-
tail infl ation inching up to 1.33 
per cent in December, from 0.71 
per cent in November, driven by 
rising food prices.

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has reduced policy in-
terest rates by 1.25 percentage 
points in the current fi scal year 
as infl ation remained low.

The Reserve Bank, last month, 
signifi cantly lowered the infl a-
tion projection for the current 
fi scal to 2 per cent from 2.6 per 
cent estimated earlier, as the 
economy continues to witness 
rapid disinfl ation.

WHOLESALE INFLATION 
AT 8-MONTH HIGH

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 14: Home 
loan demand is moving away 
from core metropolitan mar-
kets, with Tier-2 and Tier-3 cit-
ies emerging as the dominant 
contributors to growth in 2025, 
a report said.

Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities re-
corded an 81 per cent year-
on-year growth in home loan 
volumes in 2025, signifi cantly 
higher than the 52 per cent 
growth seen in Tier-1 cities, 
fi ntech-led mortgage distribu-
tion platforms Urban Money 
said in a report.

“This sharp expansion has 
increased the contribution of 
Tier-2 and Tier-3 markets to 64 
per cent of total home loan vol-
umes in 2025, compared to 60 
per cent in 2024, highlighting a 
structurally broader and more 

distributed housing fi nance 
cycle,” it said.

The fi ndings indicate that 
housing demand growth is no 
longer concentrated within a 
few large metros or premium 
price segments, it said.

Instead, it said, improving 
infrastructure connectivity, 

expansion of employment 
hubs and sustained availabil-
ity of mid-income housing are 
driving stronger homeowner-
ship demand across emerging 
cities, it said.

As affordability pressures 
persist in core metros, a 
growing share of aspiration-

al homebuyers is entering 
the market through smaller 
cities and peripheral urban 
corridors, it said.

The report highlighted 
strong borrower activity 
across several Tier-2 and 
Tier-3 markets, including 
Chandigarh, Jaipur, Surat, 
Madurai and Palwal, which 
recorded significant increas-
es in loan creation during the 
year.

The scale and consistency 
of growth across these cities 
reflect deeper penetration of 
formal housing finance be-
yond India's largest urban 
centres, it said.

Urban Money co-founder 
Amit Prakash said, "India's 
housing finance market is be-
coming more broad-based and 
structurally balanced. The 
current growth cycle is being 

driven by steady expansion 
in first-time and mid-income 
homeownership across a wid-
er set of cities.”

While premium borrow-
ing remains limited to a few 
high-income markets, the 
larger momentum is clearly 
affordability-led, supported 
by infrastructure develop-
ment and rising aspirations 
beyond core city centres, he 
said, adding that this distrib-
uted demand base strengthens 
the long-term stability of the 
housing finance ecosystem.

Although emerging cities 
are driving volume growth, 
premiumisation remains 
concentrated in a few high-in-
come markets. Mumbai, Gur-
ugram and Hyderabad record-
ed close to 20 per cent year-on-
year growth in average loan 
ticket sizes, it said.

Home loan growth broadens beyond metros: Report

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: Gup-
ta Event Management Pvt. 
Ltd. announced the 2nd Furni-
ture, Interior & Lifestyle Ex-
po-2026, scheduled to be held 
from January 16 to January 26 
at Club Town Ground, here.

The 11-day expo promises to 
bring together global crafts-
manship, contemporary de-
sign, and lifestyle essentials 
under one roof.

Addressing a press meet, 
Payal Acharya Gupta, Direc-
tor, Gupta Event Management 
Pvt. Ltd., said the expo has 
been planned keeping the on-
going wedding season in mind.

“Furniture and lifestyle 
products play a crucial role 
during the wedding season. 
This expo will offer a wide 
range of furniture, including 

customised varieties, along 
with lifestyle products essen-
tial for both men and women,” 
she said.

She said that exhibitors 
from Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, 
UAE, Thailand, Korea, and 
other countries will partici-
pate, with France joining as 
an exclusive international 
exhibitor this year.

The expo will feature over 
1,00,000 products from 10 
countries and 22 Indian states, 
ranging from Irani carpets 
and Kashmiri furniture to 
modern interior solutions and 
Korean fashion, blending tra-
ditional craftsmanship with 
modern luxury.

Sujeet Kumar Gupta, Man-
aging Director, and Rashmi 
Ranjan Kanungo, Advisor, 
were also present at the press 
meet.

Gupta Event Management to host 2nd 
Furniture, Interior & Lifestyle Expo-2026

Stock markets extend 
losses for 2nd day
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai,Jan 14:  Equity 
benchmark indices Sensex 
and Nifty declined Wednes-
day, extending their previous 
day's losses, due to weakness 
in IT, consumption, and se-
lect banking blue-chip stocks 
amid escalating geopolitical 
tensions. Besides, persistent 
foreign fund outflows and 
fresh tariff-related uncertain-
ties also unnerved investors, 
traders said. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
dropped 244.98 points, or 0.29 
per cent, to settle at 83,382.71. 
During the day, it fell 442.49 
points or 0.52 per cent to 
83,185.20. The 50-share NSE 
Nifty declined 66.70 points, 
or 0.26 per cent, to 25,665.60. 
Selective buying in markets 
and investors' interest in 
metals, commodities, and en-
ergy stocks provided limited 
support to indices. "Indian 
benchmark indices ended the 
session with marginal losses 
amid heightened volatility. 
The market witnessed selling 
pressure in the second half of 
the day, largely driven by con-
tinued FII outfl ows and un-
certainty surrounding the US 
trade deal, which kept investor 
sentiment cautious," according 
to Bajaj Broking Research. 

From the 30-Sensex fi rms, Ta-
ta Consultancy Services, Asian 
Paints, Maruti, Sun Pharma, 
Hindustan Unilever, ICICI 
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
Tech Mahindra, HDFC Bank 
and Larsen & Toubro were 
among the biggest laggards.

On the other hand, Ta-
ta Steel, NTPC, Axis Bank 
and UltraTech Cement were 
among the gainers. Inves-
tors remained hesitant amid 
mixed global cues and lin-
gering geopolitical concerns. 
Overall sentiment was cau-
tious to negative, with con-
solidation likely to persist as 
traders weigh FII outflows, 
global tariff pressures, and 
near-term technical supports, 
said Aakash Shah, Technical 
Research Analyst at Choice 
Equity Broking Private Lim-
ited.

The BSE smallcap gauge 
climbed 0.25 per cent, and the 
midcap index went up by 0.16 
per cent.
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New Delhi, Jan 14: Two-time 
Olympic medallist PV Sindhu 
was knocked out of India Open 
but Kidambi Srikanth and HS 
Prannoy progressed to the sec-
ond round on a mixed day for 
the hosts at the $950,000 Super 
750 badminton tournament, 
here Wednesday.

Sindhu, who reached the 
semifi nals of Malaysia Super 
1000 last week, couldn't main-
tain the pressure after narrow-
ly pocketing the opening game 
to eventually go down 22-20 
12-21 15-21 to Vietnam's Thuy 
Linh Nguyen in 68 minutes.

"I don't think it was my day, 
she isn't an easy opponent. 
At this level, everyone plays 
well and you can't expect easy 
points or easy wins. She has 
good strokes, you had to keep 
the tempo and keep the shut-
tle in play. Small mistakes 
in those moments become 
decisive," Sindhu said after 
her exit.

Earlier, former world No 
1 Srikanth had to dig deep to 
outlast fellow Indian Tharun 
Mannepalli 15-21, 21-6, 21-19, 
while Malvika Bansod, re-
turning from an injury layoff, 
displayed patience and defen-
sive solidity to beat Chinese 
Taipei's Pai Yu Po 21-18, 21-19.

Prannoy, who received a 
last-minute entry in the tour-
nament, made it count as he 
outwitted last year's runner-up 

Lee Cheuk Yiu 22-20 21-18 to ad-
vance to the second round. He 
will next face eighth seed and 
former world champion Loh 
Kean Yew of Singapore.
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Rajkot, Jan 14: Indian spin-
ners were out-bowled on home 
turf once again and KL Rahul's 
unbeaten ton was eclipsed by 
Daryl Mitchell's splendid 131 
not out as New Zealand levelled 
the three-match series 1-1 with a 
seven-wicket win in the second 
ODI here Wednesday.

New Zealand not only adapt-
ed but also executed better than 
India on a sluggish wicket here 
at the Niranjan Shah Stadium to 
keep the hosts to 284/7 despite 
Rahul's 91-ball 112 not out (9 
fours, 1 six), and overhauled 
the target in 47.3 overs to end 
at 286 for three.

The series-deciding third 
ODI will be played in Indore 
on Sunday.

Young and Mitchell, among 
the architects of New Zealand's 
3-0 Test series win over India 
on their previous visit, batted 
with poise and control even as 
the asking rate hovered over 
six an over. 

They cruised at a little above 
fi ve during their second-wick-
et association which consumed 
152 balls for 162 runs, and there 
wasn't any late hiccup to pre-

vent a turnaround.
Young's (87 from 98 balls; 7 

fours) solidity in the middle was 
complemented by the adroitness 
of Mitchell, who brought out al-
most all kinds of sweep shots to 
notch up his third ton against 
India and overall eighth, fi nish-
ing at 131 not out from 117 balls 
(11 fours, 2 sixes). 

Earlier, KL Rahul held a fal-
tering innings together on a 
sluggish surface with a gutsy 
hundred.

Rahul produced a gritty un-
beaten 112 off 92 balls which in-
cluded 11 fours and two sixes, 
forging vital partnerships in 
the second half and snatching 
control from the Kiwis who had 
ran through India's formidable 
batting line-up earlier.

New Zealand had seized con-
trol with discipline and some 
stroke of luck as India had 
slipped from 99 for one to 118 for 
four before the halfway mark. 

The other major contribution 
from captain Shubman Gill (56 
off 53), who collected his second 
half-century in as many games.

A mishit each proved to be 
costly for the Indian leader-
ship pair of Gill and Shreyas 
Iyer (8). Gill had adjusted well 
to the nature of the pitch to gain 
pace, striking nine fours and a 
six over fi ne leg with a short-
arm jab.

However, silence befell on the 
festive crowd at the Niranjan 
Shah Stadium when an innoc-
uous delivery outside the off-
stump took a thick inside edge 
and left Virat Kohli's (23) middle 
stump fl attened.

Kohli had begun with a fi rst-
ball four but regular wickets at 
the other end perhaps affected 
the rhythm with which he has 
been batting of late, as he had 
tried to guide the ball behind the 
wickets but played it on.

Mitchell, Young help New Zealand level ODI series with India

INDIA OPEN

SINDHU CRASHES OUT

Delhi not the place to host badminton: 
World No 3 Anders Antonsen withdraws
Four-time world championship medallist shuttler Anders Antonsen of 

Denmark revealed that his withdrawal from the BWF India Open for 
the third year in a row is due to Delhi’s "extreme pollution". “Many 
are curious as to why I have pulled out of the India Open for the 
third consecutive year. Due to the extreme pollution in Delhi at the 
moment, I don’t think it’s a place to host a badminton tournament,” 
Antonsen shared on Instagram. The 28-year-old further expressed 
his hopes for improved conditions when the venue hosts the BWF 
Badminton World Championships in August. He stated, "Crossing 
my fi ngers that it will be better in the summer when the World 
Championship takes place in Delhi.” Antonsen, who last competed at 
the India Open in 2023, where he was eliminated in the second round, 
also said his withdrawal has resulted in a USD 5,000 fi ne imposed by 
the Badminton World Federation. "As a result, BWF once again has 
fi ned me $5000," he concluded. Antonsen’s withdrawal came less 
than a day after his compatriot, Mia Blichfeldt, complained about 
hygiene conditions at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium. BAI, however, 
rejected the allegations by the World No 20 Dane, stating that her 
comments concerned general playing conditions and were not related 
to the playing arena for the BWF World Tour Super 750 event. Notably, 
Blichfeldt had also made similar allegations about the India Open last 
year, blaming the dense smog in India and bird droppings inside the 
stadium for the illness she developed after the event.

I defi nitely need to be 
more consistent. Giving 
away easy or consecu-
tive points is something 

I have to stop. That's the 
main takeaway for me
PV SINDHU
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New Delhi, Jan 14: India's 
coaching ecosystem is fragment-
ed, inconsistent, and heavily re-
liant on individual effort rather 
than institutional strength, says 
a Sports Ministry-appointed 
Task force led by Pullela Go-
pichand that has advocated 
primacy to coaches' authority 
over athlete "discomfort" when 
"training becomes diffi cult".

The 43-page report has sug-
gested several remedies to fi x 
the system that seeks inter-
national excellence, but given 

that it was designed decades 
ago "cannot deliver the scale, 
quality, and speed required to-
day." It has therefore proposed 
a three-tier system overseen by 
a certifi cation board and a Gov-
ernment-funded Target Olym-
pic Podium Scheme for coaches 
similar to what is in operation 
for athletes.

The nine-member panel 
headed by Gopichand, who is 

also the national badminton 
coach, stresses on the need to 
move away from "borrowed 
solutions", an apparent refer-
ence to the trend of hiring for-
eign coaches across disciplines. 

"If we aspire to become a con-
sistent global sporting force, we 
must stop avoiding the com-
plexity of the task. Building 
our own knowledge, our own 
expertise, and our own systems 
is the only way to ensure con-
tinuity, self-reliance, and long-
term growth," the panel states.

"...our aspirations and our 
current institutional capabilities 
operate on completely different 
parameters. This gap is not a 
criticism -- it is a recognition 
that India has entered a new era 
of sport, and we must create an 
ecosystem that is aligned with 
that future," it adds.

"A proliferation of courses, 
universities, international 
certifi cations, and private 
training programs, while well 

intentioned, has created con-
fusion rather than clarity," the 
report says.

Tucked under the sub-head 
'Balancing Art and Science of 
Coaching', the report touches 
upon the delicate balance that 
defi nes a coach-athlete relation-
ship. Gopichand, who is known 
to be a tough taskmaster, has 
often spoken about the need 
for trust to be the foundation 
of this partnership. And his 
philosophy echoes in the rec-
ommendations.

"Every improvement lies at 
the edge of discomfort, and at 
times, a coach may uninten-
tionally push slightly beyond 
what is optimal," the report 
says. 

Acknowledging that there 
is no perfect formula that is 
universally accepted by every 
athlete, the panel says empha-
sis therefore should be on the 
overall direction of a coach's 
vision.

Gopichand-led panel backs coaches’ authority India face USA as 
U-19 WC begins
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bulawayo (Zimbabwe), Jan 
14: Favourites India will look to 
fl aunt their superabundance of 
talent as they begin the quest for 
a record-extending sixth Under-19 
World Cup title with what is ex-
pected to be a rather easy outing 
against USA in the ICC showpiece 
beginning here Thursday.

Champions in fi ve of the 16 
editions, India are by far the 
most dominant team in the his-
tory of the competition, which 
started back in 1988 with Aus-
tralia emerging winners in the 
inaugural event.

Having missed out on the 
last edition in 2024, when 
they lost to Australia in the 
summit showdown, India, 
who have won the trophy in 
2000, 2008, 2012 and 2022 be-
sides 2018, will be keen to add 
a sixth title to their tally this 
time around.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Ranchi, Jan 14: Alexander 
Hendrickx found the net to 
help Vedanta Kalinga Lanc-
ers register a 1-0 win against 
Hyderabad Toofans and main-
tain their unbeaten run in the 
Men's Hockey India League 
here Wednesday.     

There was little to separate 
the two sides in the opening 
quarter with both teams hav-
ing four circle entries in the 
fi rst fi fteen minutes. 

While Toofans had more 
of the possession, it was the 
Lancers who registered the 
only attempt on target as they 
threatened to make inroads 
with swift counter attacks. 

Liam Henderson had the op-
portunity to give his side an 
early lead, but he was denied 
by Jean-Paul Danneberg, keep-
ing the teams at level terms at 
the end of the fi rst quarter.

There was more attacking 
impetus from both teams to 

begin the second quarter as 
they made inroads, earning a 
penalty corner each. Keeping 
the lion's share of possession, 
the Toofans upped the ante 
signifi cantly with 12 circle 
entries compared to Lancers' 
seven circle entries. 

Despite Toofans dominating 
possession, it was the Lancers 
who came closest to opening 
the scoring with Liam Hen-
derson's powerful attempt that 
hit the post. However, neither 
side could break the deadlock 
in what was an engaging fi rst 
half. 

Lancers got the opening goal 
of the game against the run 
of play after Hendrickx (40') 
converted his dragfl ick from 
a penalty corner, scoring his 
fi fth goal of the season to give 
his side the lead. 

The Lancers managed to see 
out the game rather comfort-
ably with the Toofans failing 
to register an attempt on goal 
in the last fi fteen minutes.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: The 
International Conference on 
Social and Educational Chess 
under the banner of Chess Ma-
hakumbh was inaugurated at 
KIIT University Wednesday, 
heralding the beginning of a 
fi rst-of-its-kind mega chess 
conclave in India. 

Organised from January 14 
to 16 with the support of the 
International Chess Federation 
(FIDE) and the All India Chess 
Federation (AICF), the confer-
ence brought global focus to the 
role of chess as a tool for educa-
tion and social transformation.

The inaugural day also wit-
nessed the launch of key chess 
infrastructure and initiatives at 
KIIT, including the International 
Chess Hall and the Viswanathan 
Anand Chess Academy, further 
strengthening the university’s 
long-standing commitment to 

promoting chess at both grass-
roots and international levels.

The event drew an impressive 
lineup of global chess adminis-
trators and legends, including 
FIDE President and former Dep-
uty Prime Minister of Russia 
Arkady Dvorkovich, FIDE Vice 
President and fi ve-time World 
Champion Viswanathan Anand, 
FIDE Deputy Chair and former 
Finance Minister of Latvia Da-
na Reizniece, AICF President 

Nitin Narang, AICF Secretary 
Dev Patel, and FIDE Event 
Commission Member Ranjan 
Mohanty, among others.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on the sidelines of the 
inauguration, Viswanathan 
Anand, in his address, said 
he was delighted to return 
to Bhubaneswar and praised 
KIIT’s consistent recognition 
at national platforms for in-
stitutional support to sports.  

He underlined that chess was a 
powerful educational tool, not-
ing that students who regularly 
played chess often performed 
better academically.

FIDE President Arkady 
Dvorkovich thanked KIIT 
and KISS Founder Achyuta 
Samanta for his passion and 
unwavering commitment to-
wards the promotion of chess. 
He said the game helped develop 
critical life skills and cognitive 

abilities that were diffi cult to 
acquire through other means, 
making it a strong instrument 
for knowledge-building and per-
sonal growth.

Samanta described the occa-
sion as historic, saying chess 
and Viswanathan Anand were 
inseparable. He expressed pride 
that such a prestigious global 
conference was being hosted 
in Odisha for the fi rst time and 
noted that over 5,000 students 
and players were participating, 
along with delegates from more 
than 40 countries. 

The Chess Mahakumbh con-
ference saw participation from 
eminent chess personalities from 
over 40 countries, along with 80 
leading Indian players, and was 
expected to engage around 5,200 
participants, including over 
5,000 players from India, making 
it one of the largest chess-centric 
academic and social gatherings 
ever held in the country.

TOP OF THE TABLE

HIL: Kalinga Lancers 
continue winning run

The report calls India's 
coaching ecosystem 

fragmented, inconsistent, 
and "heavily dependent 

on individual effort 
rather than institutional 

strength”

BRIEF SCORES
India: 284 for 7 in 50 overs. 

(KL Rahul 112 not out, S Gill 56; 
Kristian Clarke 3/56) lost to New 
Zealand: 286 for 3 in 47.3 overs. 
(D Mitchell 131 not out, W Young 

87; P Krishna 1/49) by seven-
wickets

ODI rankings: Kohli reclaims top spot after 5 yrs 

Indian batting stalwart Virat Kohli regained the No 1 position, dethroning 
his teammate Rohit Sharma, who slipped to the No 3 spot in the latest 

men's rankings, following India's four-wicket victory over New Zealand in 
the fi rst ODI. Kohli's score of 93 off 91 balls helped the hosts complete the 
chase, bringing him closer to India legend Sachin Tendulkar and moving 
him into second place on the all-time men’s international run-scoring list. 
The 37-year-old batting stalwart has returned to the top of the batting 
charts for the fi rst time since July 2021, after his performance helped India 
chase down New Zealand’s 300-run target in Vadodara.

Mitchell, Young outshine KL

Chess Mahakumbh int'l conference unveiled by Vishy

Amid scrutiny, monkey 
spotted in stands 

A monkey was spotted in one of the 
spectator galleries at the ongoing 

India Open badminton tournament 
Wednesday, adding to the embattled 
organisers' woes who declared 
the incident as "unfortunate". The 
monkey drew considerable attention 
from fans inside the stadium and on 
social media. However, it did not dis-
rupt any match or training session, 
much to the relief to the organisers, 
who are already facing sustained 
criticism over playing conditions. 
"BAI and the venue staff have been 
working at the stadium continuously 
for the last 20 days, and this is the 
fi rst time such an incident has been 
observed. It is unfortunate, and it is 
possible that a door may have been 
inadvertently left open," Badmin-
ton Association of India secretary 
Sanjay Mishra said in a statement. 
"We are taking all necessary steps 
to ensure that doors remain securely 
closed. The stadium is surrounded 
by signifi cant greenery, which is a 
natural part of the environment, and 
we continue to work closely with the 
authorities to maintain a safe and 
controlled playing atmosphere." The 
issue gained traction online after a 
photographer shared images of the 
monkey on Instagram. Concerns 
deepened later when Korean men's 
doubles player Kang Min Hyuk 
uploaded a video showing a monkey 
inside the KD Jadhav Indoor Hall, 
the tournament's designated train-
ing venue. The incident followed 
criticism on the opening day from 
Danish player Mia Blichfeldt, who 
had described the surroundings at 
the Indira Gandhi Stadium complex 
as "unhealthy".
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