
Shocking disclosure Seafarer abandonment Amazon layoffs B’desh out of WC
Actor Mouni Roy reveals 
that she was inappropriately 
touched by audience at a 
recent event in Haryana

 

Indians are the most 
abandoned nationality of 
seafarers for the second 
consecutive year 

Amazon planning a second round 
of job cuts next week as part of its 
broader goal of trimming some 30,000 
corporate workers

The ICC confi rmed that 
Scotland has replaced 
Bangladesh in the 
upcoming T20 World Cup 
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Just a precaution. We don’t want 
them demanding proof that we’re 

genuine sadhus

Greenland, Denmark set aside 
troubled history to face Trump

PIO kills wife, 3 relatives in US

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Nuuk, Jan 24: Greenland and 
Denmark have formed a united 
front to face down US President 
Donald Trump, momentarily set-
ting aside the troubled history be-
tween them. The Arctic island, a 
Danish colony for three centuries, 
still has a complicated relationship 
with Denmark, which now rules it 
as an autonomous territory.

Greenland’s main political par-
ties all want independence, but dis-
agree on how exactly to get there. 
Trump’s designs on the island led 
them to forge a coalition govern-
ment in March last year.

Greenland was a Danish colony 

from early 18th century. It became 
a Danish territory in 1953, a full part 
of Denmark -- before becoming an 
autonomous territory in 1979, a sta-
tus that was strengthened in 2009.

“Any colonial relation is a ques-
tion of domination and there have 

been some injustices committed,” 
said Astrid Andersen of the Danish 
Institute for International Studies.

Those injustices include a 1951 
social experiment in which 22 Inu-
it children were forcibly separated 
from their families and prevented 
from speaking Greenlandic -- part 
of bid to create a Danish-speak-
ing elite. In 2021, the six still alive 
were each awarded compensation 
of 250,000 crowns. Another dark 
chapter was Denmark’s efforts from 
the 1960s and for three decades on to 
reduce the birth rate in Greenland. 

Several thousand women and 
teenagers had IUDs fi tted without 
their consent to prevent them con-
ceiving.

Calling the drastic fall in In-
dia’s Russian oil imports in 
the face of sweeping 50 per cent 
tariffs from the Trump adminis-
tration a ‘success,’ US Treasury 
Secretary Scott Bessent has indi-
cated that the punitive tariff of 
25 per cent imposed on Indian 
goods may be relaxed.  Bessent’s 
remarks came amid heightened 
pressure from President Trump, 
who earlier warned that tariffs 
could increase further unless 
India curtails its Russian oil 
purchases. India’s Russian oil 
imports in December dropped 
to their lowest in two years, lift-
ing OPEC’s share of Indian oil 
imports to an 11-month high

REUTERS

Mumbai, Jan 24: US Trea-
sury Secretary Scott Bessent 
Friday signalled the potential 
removal of additional 25% tar-
iffs on India following a sharp 
reduction in Indian imports of 
Russian oil.

Trade tensions escalated 
in August when US President 
Donald Trump doubled tariffs 
on Indian goods to 50%, includ-
ing a 25% levy in response to In-
dia’s imports of Russian crude.

“Indian purchases by their 

refi neries of Russian oil have 
collapsed. So that is a success. 
The tariffs are still on, 25% tar-
iffs for Russian oil are still on. 
I would imagine there is a path 
to take them off,” Bessent said 
in an interview with Politico 
at the World Economic Forum.

Bessent’s remarks came 
amid heightened pressure from 
Trump, who earlier warned 
that tariffs could increase fur-
ther unless India curtails its 
Russian oil purchases.

Indian refi ners have been 
buying more oil from Middle 
Eastern, African and South 
American countries to make 
up for a drop in Russian oil 
imports, which is expected to 
help India negotiate a tariff deal 
with Washington.

Indian Oil Corp, the coun-
try’s top refi ner, has bought 7 
million barrels of oil, includ-
ing from Brazil’s Petrobras, 
for March loading to replace 

Russian oil, trade sources said.
IOC last month bought its 

fi rst Colombian oil and for the 
fi rst time bought Ecuadorean 
Oriente crude.

India became the top buyer 
of discounted Russian seaborne 
crude after Moscow’s February 
2022 invasion of Ukraine, but 
challenges posed by Western 
sanctions eventually prompt-
ed Indian refi ners to increase 
imports from other sources.

Bessent also criticised Eu-
rope for not imposing tariffs 
on India. 

“Our virtue-signalling Eu-
ropean allies refused to do it 
(impose tariffs) because they 
wanted to sign this big trade 
deal with India,” he said. 

He accused Europe of fund-
ing Russia’s war by purchasing 
the oil refi ned in India.

“But in the ultimate act of 
irony and stupidity, guess who 
was buying the refi ned prod-
ucts from the Indian refi neries 
made from Russian oil. The 
Europeans. They are fi nancing 
the war against themselves,” he 
added. 

When asked if he called the 
Europeans “stupid,” Bessent 
said, “I said there was an act of 
stupidity.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York, Jan 24: A 51-year-old 
Indian-origin man has been arrest-
ed for allegedly shooting dead his 
wife and three relatives purport-
edly due to a family dispute in the 
US state of Georgia.

Vijay Kumar was taken into 
custody a short distance from the 
residence in Lawrenceville city 
where the shooting occurred Fri-
day, Gwinnett County Police said 
in a social media post.

Gwinnett County Police identi-
fi ed the victims as Kumar’s wife 
Meemu Dogra, 43, who is an Indian 
national, and the relatives Gourav 
Cumar, 33, Nidhi Chander, 37, and 
Harish Chander, 38.

Police said an argument began 
between Kumar and Dogra at their 
home in Atlanta and they travelled 
to their relatives’ home on Brook 
Ivy Court with their 12-year-old 
child.

Gourav Cumar, Nidhi Chander, 
and Harish Chander, resided at the 

Brook Ivy Court home, along with 
two juveniles who are seven and 10 
years old, police said.

Kumar’s child was the one who 
called 911 after the incident oc-
curred, police said.

“It is unknown at this time what 
the argument was about, why they 
came to the residence, or what led 
up to the incident,” police said.

Upon arrival, offi cers located 
four deceased adults inside the 
home, all suffering from apparent 
gunshot wounds, they said.

The three children were inside 
the residence, hiding in a closet 
and were unharmed.

Police said the motive remains 
under investigation but appears to 
be domestic related.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Jan 24: Login creden-
tials, including usernames, pass-
words, of over 149 million accounts 
of internet fi rms, including Gmail, 
Instagram, Facebook, and Netfl ix, 
have allegedly been leaked, a report 
published by ExpressVPN said.

The report published by cyberse-
curity researcher Jeremiah Fowler 
claims that the publicly exposed 
data includes 48 million accounts 
on Gmail, 4 million on Yahoo, 17 

million on Facebook, 6.5 million on 
Instagram, 3.4 million on Netfl ix, 1.5 
million on Outlook, etc. “The public-
ly exposed database was not pass-
word-protected or encrypted. It con-
tained 149,404,754 unique logins and 
passwords, totalling a massive 96 GB 
of raw credential data. In a limited 
sampling of the exposed documents, 
I saw thousands of fi les that included 
emails, usernames, passwords, and 
the URL links to the login or authori-
zation for the accounts,” Fowler said 
in the report.  MORE P11

Russian oil import dips, 
US hints at relief to India

PNN & AGENCIES

Badamba/Cuttack, Jan 24: In 
a fi erce face-off inside a farm-
house in Cuttack district, a 
man fought off a leopard with 
a kitchen knife, killing the an-
imal but sustaining serious in-
juries, offi cials said Saturday.

The incident took place at 
Anantaprasad village Friday 
night.  The injured Subhranshu 

Bhol was rushed to a local hos-
pital initially and then rushed 
to SCB Medical College and 
Hospital with multiple injuries, 
additional conservator of forests 
Manoj Patra told reporters.

The forest department has 
seized the carcass of the leopard 
from the farmhouse.

According to Subhranshu’s 
father Sudharshan, his son 
was at the farmhouse located 

in Narsinghpur West forest 
range when he heard dogs bark-
ing outside.

“When my son opened the 
door to check, a leopard jumped 
into the house and pounced on 
him. He tried to drive it away, 
but it went on attacking my 
son,” his father said.

“At that moment, Subhran-
shu grabbed hold of a kitchen 
knife and stabbed the leopard 

repeatedly, which weakened 
the animal. He later locked 
himself in a room and called me 
to rush with an ambulance,” he 
added.

MAN FIGHTS OFF LEOPARD

Gmail, FB, Netfl ix passwords 
of 149 million users leaked



MUMBAI: On the occasion of National Girl Child 
Day and National Tourism Day, actor, producer, 
and UN Goodwill Ambassador Dia Mirza drew 
attention to the growing safety concerns faced by 
girls and women in public spaces, calling for urgent, 
gender-responsive action. Through 
a powerful statement, Mirza 
highlighted how free-
dom of movement 
remains deeply un-
equal, stressing 
that progress 
in tourism 
and urban 
development 
cannot be 
celebrated un-
less girls feel 
safe to move 
independently.

Underscor-
ing the long-
term impact 
of safety on 
confi dence 
and oppor-
tunity, Mirza 
said, “A girl 
who feels safe 
enough to trav-
el independ-
ently today 
becomes the 
woman who 
will move 
through the 
world with 

confi dence 
tomorrow. 
And yet, for 
far too many 
of our girls, 
public spaces 
come with a ‘safe-
ty tax’—a price 
paid in fear, in lost 
time, in constantly 
calculating routes, 
clothes, hours… and 
in dreams that quiet-

ly shrink before they 
even take fl ight.”

Refl ecting on the 
signifi cance of the 
two national observ-
ances, she further 

added, “As I mark 
National Girl 

Child Day 
and National 

Tourism Day, 
I feel this 
truth deeply: 
we cannot 
celebrate 
movement, 
exploration, 
and freedom 
while so many 
girls are still 
navigating the 
gap between 
mobility and 
fear.”  IANS

You will hear the division 
bell beckoning you to strike 
a balance between your personal and 
professional life. Today is an encouraging 
day for big business deals and new proj-
ects. In the afternoon, you may fall victim 
to iniquity. Safeguard your money from 
green-eyed monsters, advises Ganesha.

It is highly probable that you 
will channel your energy 
constructively, instead of 
worrying about minor issues, predicts 
Ganesha. In the evening, you are likely 
to go on a shopping spree with your 
sweetheart. Don't fret, the expenditure 
promises handsome returns.

Your wish to be in a cocoon, 
protected from the vagaries 
of the world, will come to 
fruition today as you remain sensitive and 
protected, says Ganesha. At work, you will 
be fi lled with a sense of purpose, and a 
feeling of solidity. But it is the evening that 
you should look forward to, as you are as-
sured of a fantastic time with your family 
and loved ones. Time for one sensational 
trip or a night out, suggests Ganesha!

Your professional life may 
just bounce up higher 
than ever today, predicts 
Ganesha. Expect incentives as well today. 
Executing plans to perfection will come 
naturally to you. In the evening, family 
will drown you in their unconditional love. 
A bright, charming day, says Ganesha.

Proposals of your choice 
will come your way today 
says Ganesha. You shall 
probably retreat into your shell in the 
afternoon. But the passing hours will 
bring out a different you. At work, you 
shall greatly impress your boss with 
sparkling results, predicts Ganesha.

Today, you will probably 
emerge as the victorious 
gladiator in the arena of 
sports and games, says Ganesha. But 
later in the day, some hurdles may come 
across your path. At your desk, your 
bosses might just lend you a helping hand 
to assist you to fi nish off pending jobs.

It's not every day that you 
wake up with a positive feeling, 
one that pushes you to make 
right everything that has been going wrong 
around and within you. Today, you may be 
in one of those high-spirited moods, says 
Ganesha. At home, you will strive to gain the 
confi dence of your family members while at 
work, you will slog hard the entire day and 
get adequately rewarded for the same.

You will fi nally make an 
effort to get in touch with 
old friends. At work, you fi nd 
your public relation skills suddenly en-
hanced and even your rivals salute you! 
Naturally, the happiest is your beloved, 
who appreciates all the things you say. 
Enjoy it while it lasts, says Ganesha.

Not the best of days for you, 
haunted as you will be by 
feelings of insecurity. How-
ever, do not be in too much of a hurry to 
get in the mood to grieve, for the evening 
brings you pleasant times in the company 
of your soul mate, says Ganesha.

It's now or never for you, 
as today, you may finally 
take out time to do some 
sound thinking for your future goals 
and success. Things seem to go your 
way, and all your plans are beautifully 
executed towards the afternoon. Also, 
find time in the evening to be with the 
ones dear to you. A movie and dinner 
sounds like a good idea to Ganesha. 
Enjoy life in all its goodness!

You will decide to expose 
certain unreasonable 
conventions and traditions, 
and you will be able to do so successfully, 
predicts Ganesha. In the afternoon, you 
may incur the displeasure of your bosses. 
In the evening, you will be able to draw 
pleasure from whatever you do.

The day sparkles with 
opportunities and pleasures, 
you just have to look in the 
right place. If you've been looking to 
seal a relationship, today is the day to 
propose, says Ganesha! Be careful while 
driving, and be subtle in suggestion.
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leisure
KATIE GETS ENGAGED 
FOR THE NINTH TIME

LIZA MINNELLI HITS BACK 
AT TROLLS OVER AI CLAIMS

English model Katie Price has revealed 
that she is engaged for the ninth time 
to a new mystery man after jetting out 
to Dubai for a lavish holiday with him. 
The 47-year-old had split from her for-
mer partner JJ Slater a few weeks ago.

Veteran entertainer Liza Minnelli has hit back 
at trolls who claimed her vocals on new track 
Kids Wait Till You Hear This were created using 
AI.  The 79-year-old has made a surprise return 
to music with the above track, which has been 
created as part of The Eleven Album project. 
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES
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MUMBAI: Superstar Shah Rukh Khan 
has offi cially announced the release 
date of his upcoming fi lm King, with 
an announcement video that comes 
packed with a powerful punch. 

Taking to his social media ac-
count, the actor unveiled strik-
ing visuals from the fi lm while 
confi rming that King will “roar” 
into cinemas on December 24, 
2026.

The fi rst visual in the 
announcement video fea-
tures the bold title ROAR 
set against a dramatic 
backdrop. Another 
frame carries the 
impactful line, 
“This Christmas, 
fear wears the crown,” 
that further hints at 
the fi lm’s lar- ger-than-
life scale, mak- ing it more 
intriguing.

In the video, Shah Rukh Khan is seen 
exuding dominance, with his rugged look in a 
torn white shirt and face splashed in blood.

Sharing the post, the actor wrote on his 
, “#KING is Ready to ROAR on 24.12.2026 
in Cinemas. #ItsKingTime #KingDateAn-
nouncement”.

On Shah Rukh Khan's 60th birthday in 
November, last year, the makers of King 
had unveiled the captivating title video 
from the forthcoming drama.

The clip opened with a bird’s-eye 
view of an island facility. SRK’s 

voice-over could be heard perfectly 
synced with the high-octane action 
sequences.

King also stars Deepika 
Padukone, Shah Rukh Khan’s 
daughter Suhana Khan, 

Jaideep Ahlawat.  IANS

KING 
GETS A 

RELEASE 
DATE

MUMBAI: Actress Mouni Roy 
has spoken out about a deeply 
disturbing incident she experi-
enced during a recent event in 
Karnal, Haryana, where she 
was subjected to harassment 
by members of the audience, 
including elderly men.

The actress took to her Insta-
gram Stories to speak about the 
incident and revealed that as 
she walked towards the stage, 
several men placed their hands 
on her waist under the guise of 
taking photographs.

She wrote, “Had an event 
in Karnal last night and I’m 
disgusted with the 
behaviour of 
the guests—
two uncles 
in particu-
lar who are 
well-aged 
enough to 
be grand-
parents. As 
the event 
started and 
I walked 
to-

wards the stage, these uncles 
and family members (all men) 
put their hands on my waist to 
click pictures.”

When she objected and asked 
them to remove their hands, 
she was met with hostile reac-
tions.

“They didn’t like it when I 
said, ‘Sir, please remove your 
hand,’” she added.

Mouni said the situation 
escalated once she reached the 
stage. Two men stood close to 
the front row, passing lewd 
comments, making obscene 
gestures, and resorting to 
name-calling, she shared.

When the actress politely 
asked them to stop, they began 

throwing roses at her.
“If someone like me has to 

go through this, I can only 
imagine what the new girls 
who have just started doing 
shows must be facing. I’m 
humiliated and trauma-
tised, and I want the au-
thorities to take action 
against this intolerable 
behaviour,” Mouni con-

cluded.
 IANS
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: The third day at 15th Indi-
an Film Festival of Bhubaneswar (IFFB), 
organised by Film Society of Bhubanes-
war, screened Vidheyan — one of the most 
acclaimed works of Adoor Gopalakrish-
nan as part of his retrospective. 

Vidheyan (1994)—based on the novella 
Bhaskara Pattelarum Ente Jeevithavum 
by Paul Zacharia, explores the relation-
ship of tyrannical landlord Patelar and an 
obsequious slave Thommie. Considered 
as one of the best performances by super-
star Mammootty, Vidheyan is a haunt-
ing exploration of power, servitude, and 
morality. Adoor’s Mukhamukham was 
also screened Saturday.

In contemporary section, Sanju Suren-
dran’s If on a Winter’s Night initiated 
conversations among the audience and 
garnered praises. The fi lm is based on the 
love of a young couple as they move from 
Kerala to Delhi, confronting prejudice, 
ambition, and the city’s hidden harshness. 

Nidhi Saxena’s acclaimed work Secret of 

a Mountain Serpent is a poetic exploration 
of desire and freedom, where myth and 
memory blur.

Speaking on the occasion, a life mem-
ber of FSB said, “I thoroughly enjoyed 

the curation of fi lms that I otherwise 
don’t get an opportunity to see. Someone 
who is currently in his 70’s, to see young 
members of the society run this festival 
makes me rejuvenate.”

DAY 3 
AT IFFB Vidheyan keeps audience engaged

Santa Nibedita(R)— fi rst assistant director of Secret of a Mountain Serpent in a post screening 
conversation with fi lm critic Aditya Shrikrishna  PIC: FSB

NiNidhdhii SaSaxexenana’ss aacccclalaimimeded w wororkk SeSecrcretet oofff beberr ofof FFSBSB ssaiaid,d,, “II ththororououghghg lylyy eenjnjjoyoyyeded mamakekess meme r rejejjuvuvenenatate.e.”
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IN SYNC
Artistes perform during the second 

day of Mukteswar Dance Festival 
organised by Odia Language, 

Literature and Culture department 
and Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi in 

Bhubaneswar, Saturday  

Odisha man among 8 held for
duping elderly couple of `14cr
PTI & PNN

New Delhi/Bhubaneswar, 
Jan 24: The Delhi Police has 
arrested a 27-year-old man from 
Odisha, along with seven others 
from separate states, for alleged-
ly duping an elderly NRI couple 
of over Rs 14 crore through ‘digi-
tal arrest’, busting a cyber fraud 
racket with links to operators 
based in Cambodia and Nepal, 
offi cials said Saturday.

The accused were apprehend-
ed from Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh 
and Odisha following a multi-
state operation that exposed the 
well-coordinated network en-
gaged in impersonating law-en-
forcement agencies and siphon-
ing off victims’ money through 
mule bank accounts, they added.

Divyang Patel, 30, and Kru-
tik Shitole, 26, from Gujarat’s 
Vadodara, Mahavir Sharma 
alias Neel, 27, from Odisha’s 
Bhubaneswar, Ankit Mishra 
alias Robin from Gujarat, Arun 
Kumar Tiwari, 45, and Pradyu-
man Tiwari alias SP Tiwari, 44, 
from Uttar Pradesh’s Varanasi, 
and Bhupender Kumar Mishra, 
37, and Aadesh Kumar Singh, 
36, from Lucknow have been 
arrested in connection with the 
incident, the offi cials said.

Sharma, arrested January 19, 
is a B.Com graduate. According 
to police, the victim, a 77-year-
old woman living in South Del-
hi’s Greater Kailash, received a 
call in December 2025 claiming 
that a SIM card issued in her 
name was linked to a mon-
ey-laundering case.

She was then placed on vid-
eo calls by the fraudsters, who 
posed as offi cials from agencies 
such as the CBI and police, 
showed her a forged arrest war-
rant and conducted fake ‘court 
proceedings’.

The victim and her husband 
were allegedly kept under 
round-the-clock video surveil-
lance and threatened with dire 
consequences if they contacted 
anyone. Under fear and coer-
cion, they were persuaded to 
transfer funds, including from 
fi xed deposits and share invest-
ments, into so-called ‘RBI-man-
dated accounts’ for ‘verifi ca-
tion’, with false assurances that 
the money would be returned. A 
total amount of Rs 14.84 crore 
was transferred through eight 
transactions, police said.

An e-FIR was registered at 
the Special Cell’s IFSO police 

station in New Delhi January 
10 under relevant sections of the 
BNS and a special team formed 
to investigate the case.

Through technical surveil-
lance and an analysis of bank 
accounts, police tracked the 
money trail leading to several 
alleged mule-account holders.

The investigators said the 
accused acted as facilitators by 
procuring and operating mule 
accounts and layering defraud-
ed funds at the behest of the in-
ternational syndicate – mostly 
based in Cambodia and Nepal.

Police have frozen Rs 2.08 
crore of the Rs 14.84 crore 
duped in the case and seized 
seven mobile phones and 
chequebooks during the oper-
ation. Further investigation is 
on to unearth the entire money 
trail and identify other conspir-
ators, the offi cials added.

The 77-year-
old woman in 

Greater Kailash 
received a call in 
December 2025 
from fraudsters 
who claimed that 
a SIM card in her 
name was linked to 
money laundering

DIGITAL ARREST

POSING AS CBI AND POLICE OF-
FICIALS, THEY PUT HER ON VIDEO 
CALLS, SHOWED A FORGED ARREST 
WARRANT, STAGED FAKE COURT 
PROCEEDINGS, AND KEPT HER AND 
HER HUSBAND UNDER CONSTANT 
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE

THREATENED WITH SEVERE 
CONSEQUENCES, THE COUPLE 
TRANSFERRED RS 14.84 CRORE 
IN MULTIPLE TRANSACTIONS TO 
‘RBI-MANDATED’ ACCOUNTS FOR 
‘VERIFICATION’, BASED ON FALSE 
PROMISES OF A REFUND

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: 
Hundreds of Youth Congress 
members Saturday scuffl ed 
with security personnel here 
as they attempted to gherao 
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi’s offi cial residence 
to demand his resignation in 
protest against alleged rise in 
attacks on members of minori-
ty community.

They were protesting the re-
cent alleged assault on a pastor 

in Dhenkanal district and the 
killing of a youth belonging to 
a minority community on sus-
picion of cow theft in Balasore 
district. Odisha Pradesh Youth 
Congress president Ranjit Pa-
tra alleged, “While atrocities 
against the minorities are in-
creasing, the Chief Minister is 
sitting silently. We need a reply 
from the government.”

Pastor Bipin Nayak was as-
saulted, forced to drink drain 
water and paraded with a gar-
land of shoes by a religious out-

fi t in Dhenkanal. Similarly, in 
Balasore, a poor minority man 
was beaten to death allegedly 
by cattle protectors, the Con-
gress leader said. Patra also 

claimed that poor people from 
West Bengal who come to Odi-
sha to earn a livelihood are be-
ing harassed and branded as 
Bangladeshis.

“Is the Odisha Chief Minis-
ter unable to control this situ-
ation, or is the BJP encourag-
ing it? If the Chief Minister is 
unable to protect the minority 
community, then he should 
resign,” Patra said. The pro-
testors were picked up from 
the agitation site and later 
released, police said. 

Youth Cong protests attacks on minoritiesEarly panchayat elections likely
While atrocities against 
the minorities are 
increasing, the Chief 

Minister is sitting silently. 
We need a reply from the 
government
RANJIT PATRA I ODISHA PRADESH YOUTH 
CONGRESS CHIEF 

R-DAY PREP: Youths perform a daredevil show during the full dress rehearsal ahead of the Republic Day celebrations at Mahatma Gandhi Marg in 
Bhubaneswar, Saturday  PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 24: Ahead of the 
Union Budget 2026-27, a new study 
has added empirical weight to 
long-standing demands for higher 
expenditure on public healthcare, 
warning that socio-economic fac-
tors are increasingly driving medi-
cal costs and deepening inequality 
in access to care.

The study, ‘Impact of Determi-
nants of Healthcare Expenditure in 
India: The ARDL Bounds Testing 
Approach’, published in the Inter-
national Journal of Advanced Re-
search in December last year, anal-
yses national data from 1991 to 2023 
to assess what shapes healthcare 
expenditure in India -- both total 
per-capita spending and household 
out-of-pocket (OOP) payments.

Using advanced econometric 

modelling, the authors argue that 
income growth, urbanisation, ed-
ucation levels, infl ation and life 
expectancy all have statistically 
signifi cant long-term effects on 
healthcare spending.

The research shows that rising 
incomes and rapid urbanisation 
are closely linked to higher health-
care consumption, while education 
and longevity also infl uence spend-
ing patterns, particularly private 
OOP expenses.

The fi ndings suggest that India's 
development trajectory itself is 
structurally pushing healthcare 
costs upward -- disproportionately 
impacting families dependent on 
private care.

The study highlights the per-
sistent ‘dual nature’ of India's 
health fi nancing system -- limited 
public spending alongside heavy 

reliance on private OOP expendi-
ture. This structure, the authors 
note, entrenches inequality, with 
rural and lower-income house-
holds facing a greater risk of cata-
strophic medical costs and delayed 
treatment.

“Without stronger public fi nanc-
ing, the burden of illness contin-
ues to fall most heavily on those 
least able to afford it,” the paper 
concludes. Industry leaders say 

the study reinforces the urgency 
of structural healthcare and inno-
vation-centric reforms.

Amit Mookim, Board Director 
and CEO, Immuneel Therapeu-
tics, said, “As India advances its 
ambition to become a global hub 
for next-generation biotherapies, 
the Union Budget 2026-27 can play 
a defi ning role in improving ac-
cess, affordability, and innovation 
in cell and gene therapy.”

Broader rationalisation of GST 
on manufacturing inputs, target-
ed import-duty relief, insurance 
frameworks for one-time curative 
therapies like CAR-T, innovative 
fi nancing models, and a predict-
able regulatory pathway aligned 
with international standards will 
be critical to expanding patient 
access and ensuring sustainable 
innovation, Mookim said.

 Rising incomes, urbanisation, 
education, and longevity drive 
higher healthcare spending, 
especially out-of-pocket costs

The fi ndings indicate that India’s 
development path is structurally 
increasing healthcare costs, 
disproportionately affecting families 
who rely on private medical care

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Saturday sought the support of 
NITI Aayog for the development 
of Bhubaneswar–Cuttack–Pu-
ri–Paradip Economic Region 
(BCPPER), envisaged as a ma-
jor engine of growth and rapid 
urbanisation for the state.

NITI Aayog Vice Chairman 
Suman Bery, accompanied 
by Member Arvind Virmani, 
called on the CM at Lok Seva 
Bhawan here.

While interacting with them, 
the CM highlighted the signifi -
cant progress made by Odisha 
in infrastructure and connectiv-
ity, particularly in roads, irriga-
tion, power and logistics, which 
are driving both industrial ex-
pansion and rural growth. He 
emphasised the state’s focused 
approach towards strengthen-
ing MSMEs, developing man-
ufacturing clusters, attracting 
investments, and generating 
employment through skill de-
velopment aligned with local 
economic potential.

The CM sought support of 
NITI Aayog for the develop-
ment of BCPPER. “He (the CM) 
underlined that the proposed 
economic region, with nearly 90 
priority projects, has the poten-
tial to transform Odisha’s urban 
and industrial landscape and re-
quested NITI Aayog’s guidance 
and support, including funding 

through the Urban Challenge 
Fund,” the CMO said.

Appreciating the Odisha’s 
development trajectory, Bery 
praised the leadership of the 
CM and the reform-oriented 
approach of the state govern-
ment. He noted that Odisha has 

emerged as one of the top-per-
forming states in terms of fi scal 
health and has created a strong 
and stable business climate con-
ducive to industrial development 
and investment. He appreciated 
Odisha for the steps taken for 
effective reforms that could cata-

pult industrialisation in the state.
“Bery observed that Bhu-

baneswar deserves special at-
tention as a model city, with 
emphasis on effi cient sewage 
management, cleanliness, green 
spaces and sustainable urban 
infrastructure. He suggested 
adopting global best practices, 
including a ‘Texas model’-like 
integrated urban planning ap-
proach, to develop Bhubaneswar 
as a benchmark city for the coun-
try,” it said.

He further commended 
Odisha’s proactive collabo-
ration with NITI Aayog in 
areas such as green energy 
transition, data-driven gov-
ernance, skilling ecosystem 
reforms, tribal empowerment 
through value chain develop-
ment, and innovative initia-
tives like Living Labs under 
the Frontier Tech Lab.

Virmani also appreciated the 
state’s forward-looking policies 
and its commitment to inclu-
sive and sustainable growth.

The CM reiterated that the 
state government accords the 
highest priority to ease of do-
ing business and investment 
facilitation, in alignment with 
the national reform agenda. 
Majhi expressed confi dence 
that the partnership with NITI 
Aayog would further acceler-
ate Odisha’s journey towards 
inclusive growth, industrial 
development and improved 
quality of life for its citizens.

CM seeks NITI’s support for
new economic region devpt

'Higher public health funding can cut household med costs'

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: State 
BJP president Manmohan 
Samal Saturday indicated 
that the upcoming panchayat 
elections could be held earlier 
than scheduled, possibly two 
to three months ahead of the 
Census.

Speaking to party func-
tionaries and elected local 
representatives, Samal said 
the panchayat elections are 
likely to be announced within 

the next six months, citing the 
Census as a possible reason 
for advancing the timeline, 
and urged party workers to 
complete unfinished devel-
opment works within this 
timeframe.

“Common people at the 
grassroots are still deprived 
in many ways. We must win 
every block, every panchayat, 
every zilla parishad, and ev-
ery ward. BJP needs to build 
leadership at all levels,” Sa-
mal said.

He emphasised on prepared-
ness at all levels and strength-
ening the party’s presence at 
the grassroots. He instructed 
sarpanchs and samiti mem-
bers to prioritise pending de-
velopment projects in their 
areas over the next six months 
to improve public perception 
ahead of the elections.

In a bid to expand the par-
ty’s base, Samal outlined 
plans for ‘Mishran Parva’ at 
various levels — from pancha-
yat to state headquarters. 

 

CM Mohan Charan Majhi with NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Suman Bery

APPRECIATING THE ODISHA’S DEVELOPMENT TRAJECTORY, BERY PRAISED THE 
LEADERSHIP OF THE CM AND THE REFORM-ORIENTED APPROACH OF THE 

STATE GOVERNMENT

He suggested adopting global 
best practices, including a ‘Texas 
model’-like integrated urban 
planning approach, to develop 
Bhubaneswar as a benchmark city 
for the country

The NITI Aayog Vice Chairman observed 
that Bhubaneswar deserves special 

attention as a model city, with 
emphasis on effi cient sewage manage-

ment, cleanliness, green spaces and 
sustainable urban infrastructure



POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Jan 24: Stewart 
School, Cuttack, observed Ne-
taji Jayanti with deep respect, 
pride and patriotic fervour.

The day held special sig-
nificance for the school, as 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
was once a student here, 
highlighting the institution’s 
historic association with the 
great freedom fighter.

The programme began with 
an opening hymn, Bible read-
ing and prayer led by Rev. FC 
North, setting a solemn tone for 
the celebration.

The Principal, D Martina, in 
her keynote and welcome ad-
dress, highlighted Netaji’s for-
mative years at Stewart School, 
emphasising the institution’s 
role in shaping his discipline, 
courage, leadership and spirit 
of nationalism.

Teachers Sashi Bhusan Len-
ka and AS Khan addressed the 
gathering, refl ecting on Netaji’s 
ideals and sacrifi ces. Patriotic 
songs, speeches and recitations 
were also an integral part of the 
observance.
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

30.9° 27.8°
14.5° 13.4°
90% 98%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Dry weather likely 
to prevail over the 
districts of Odisha

By virtue of  an 
affi davit sworn before 
Notary Public, Chikiti, 
dated 20.01.2026, I, G. 
KUTULI, Address: 
Village- Dalapalanka, 
P.O.- Ramachandrapur, 
P.S.- K Nuagam, District- 
Ganjam (Odisha), 
PIN- 761010 declare 
that I have changed my 
name from GHUSURI 
DURYODHAN to G. 
KUTULI.  Henceforth, 
I shall be known as 
G. KUTULI for all 
purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: The 
state government Saturday 
held a high-level strategic 
meeting with the leadership 
of Sarvam, an Indian artifi cial 
intelligence company, as part 
of its efforts to build a secure, 
inclusive and sovereign AI eco-
system aligned with Vision 2036 
and Vision 2047.

The discussions focused on 
developing artifi cial intelli-
gence as a long-term public 
capability, with emphasis 
on sovereign infrastructure, 
population-scale applications 
across key sectors and building 
durable institutional capacity 
within the state.

The meeting was attended by 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi, Electronics and IT Min-
ister Mukesh Mahaling, Chief 
Secretary Anu Garg, senior 
state offi cials and Sarvam’s 
leadership team.

Speaking after the meeting, 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi said Odisha must move 

beyond merely adopting tech-
nology and instead emerge as a 
harbinger for others to follow, 
adding that artifi cial intelligence 
offers an opportunity to set new 
benchmarks in governance and 
public service delivery.

Chief Secretary Garg said it 
was time for Odisha to emerge 
as a technology leader, partic-
ularly in artifi cial intelligence, 
through its true democratisa-
tion—ensuring the benefi ts of 
AI reach citizens across sectors 
and geographies.

Minister Mahaling reiter-

ated the importance of AI in 
high-impact sectors such as 
agriculture and healthcare, 
noting that population-scale 
deployment can deliver tan-
gible gains in livelihoods and 
well-being while easing the bur-
den on frontline workers.

During the discussions, the 
state indicated plans to for-
malise the partnership through 
the signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) at the 
Black Swan Summit scheduled 
for February 5 and 6.

Speaking on behalf of Sar-

vam, co-founder Pratyush Ku-
mar said Odisha’s focus on sov-
ereign AI and population-scale 
public impact refl ects a clear 
understanding of how artifi -
cial intelligence can strength-
en governance. He added 
that Sarvam looks forward to 
working closely with the state 
to translate this vision into du-
rable public systems.

The state government out-
lined its approach to building 
shared, sovereign AI infra-
structure, including secure 
compute and state-governed 
data platforms, to ensure pub-
lic data, AI models and intelli-
gence systems remain within 
Odisha’s trust boundary.

To enable timely implemen-
tation, both sides discussed 
a parallel one-year execution 
framework under which de-
partments would prepare 
datasets, identify priority use 
cases and develop applications 
alongside the commissioning of 
core AI infrastructure, ensur-
ing services are rollout-ready 
without delay.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: The 
Odisha government Saturday 
lauded the inclusion of three 
major Buddhist sites from the 
state - Ratnagiri, Lalitgiri and 
Udaygiri - in the Tentative List 
of India by UNESCO for consid-
eration of granting World Heri-
tage Site recognition.

Deputy Chief Minister Prava-
ti Parida, who is also minister in 
charge of Tourism department, 
said the three Buddhist sites have 
made a journey from ancient wis-
dom to global recognition.

“Ratnagiri, Udaygiri and 
Lalitgiri on UNESCO Tentative 
List,” Parida said in a post on X.

She said that inclusion of 
the three Buddhist sites from 
the state in UNESCO’s tenta-
tive list is a major milestone 
for heritage, conservation and 
sustainable tourism.

Law Minister Prithiviraj Har-
ichandan, in a social media post, 
said, “Odisha’s diamond triangle-- 
Ratnagiri, Lalitgiri and Udaygiri 
have been included in the Tenta-
tive List of India by UNESCO for 
consideration of granting World 
Heritage Site recognition. This is 
a matter of pride for our state, our 
culture and heritage.”

According to offi cial sources, 
in a letter to Vishal V Sharma, 
Ambassador and Permanent 
Delegate of India to UNESCO, 
Lazare Eloundou Assomo, 

Director of UNESCO’s World 
Heritage Centre, confi rmed that 
India submitted the documenta-
tion December 22, 2025.

“Since the proposal met the 
operational guidelines, UNES-
CO updated the Tentative List of 
India to include these culturally 
signifi cant sites,” the letter said.

According to Odisha histo-
ry, these sites are identifi ed as 
‘Diamond Triangle’ of Buddhist 
circuit, believed to have wit-
nessed propagation of all three 
schools of Buddhism: Hinaya-

na, Mahayana and Vajrayana.
Sources said that the Archae-

ological Survey of India (ASI), 
the nodal agency for the World 
Heritage Convention on behalf 
of India, compiled the related 
documents and submitted the 
nomination to the World 
Heritage Centre of UNESCO 
through Vishal V Sharma.

These three sites showcase 
the rich legacy of Mahayana 
and Vajrayana traditions and 
feature monasteries, stupas, 
sculptures, and inscriptions 
that emphasise Odisha’s pivot-
al role in spreading Buddhism 
across Asia.

The inclusion of Ratnagiri, 
Udaygiri, and Lalitgiri located 
in undivided Cuttack district 
of Odisha, in the Tentative List 
will also help heritage tourism, 
research, and conservation ef-
forts in the region, said histori-
an Anil Dhir.

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: The 
Panchanan Jena (PJ) Group 
of Institutions Saturday cel-
ebrated its 20th annual day 
‘Prelude-2026’ with great en-
thusiasm at its campus here.

The event was attended by 
eminent academicians, admin-
istrators, media personalities 
and an environmental activist, 
along with students, faculty 
members and parents.

The function was presided 
over by PJ Group of Institu-
tions chairman Pratap Chandra 
Jena. PJ College of Manage-
ment & Technology (PJCMT) 
dean Ipsita Patra delivered the 
welcome address, highlighting 
the institution’s commitment to 
academic excellence and holis-

tic development.
PJCMT director Santosh 

Kumar Biswal formally intro-
duced the guests, while group 
director Laxmidhar Biswal 
addressed the gathering, out-
lining the vision and growth 
of the institution.

Presenting the annual report, 
PJ Higher Secondary School 
vice-principal Ashis Kumar 
Beuria outlined the year’s aca-
demic achievements, co-curric-
ular successes and key institu-
tional milestones.

Noted journalist Ardhendu 
Das attended the event as guest 
of honour, while Odisha Assem-
bly secretary Satyabrata Rout, 
the chief speaker, inspired stu-
dents with his address on disci-
pline, integrity and the role of 
youth in nation-building.

Strategic meet with Sarvam for AI ecosystem

Odisha hails inclusion of three Buddhist 
sites’ in UNESCO tentative heritage list

PJ Group celebrates 20th 
annual day ‘Prelude-2026’

Cuttack Stewart 
School observes 
Netaji Jayanti

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: The 
National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020 places strong emphasis on 
addressing environmental con-
cerns such as climate change, 
pollution, waste management and 
conservation of biological diversi-
ty. Aligned with the vision of NEP 
2020, a three-day Prakriti Mela is 
being organised by Regional Insti-
tute of Education (RIE), NCERT 
here in Bhubaneswar.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, RIE Bhubaneswar 
Principal Manasi Goswami 
emphasised the need of en-
vironmental education and 
sustainable practices among 
the younger generation. She 
stressed on the role of pre-ser-
vice teachers in environmental 
sensitivity, promoting values, 
attitudes, behaviour and skills 
essential to address environ-
mental challenges and pre-
paring them to contribute to a 
sustainable future.

The programme witnessed 
enthusiastic participation of 
more than 1,600 students from 
various schools and institutions, 
More than fi ve hundred pre-ser-
vice teachers and prospective 
teacher educators visited and 
participated in the Prakriti Mela.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: The 
Chandrasekharpur police Sat-
urday arrested three individu-
als, including a minor, in con-
nection with a group clash at 
Housing Board Colony Friday 
night that caused fear among 
residents. Two other youths 
involved remain at large.

According to police, the in-
cident occurred around 7:30 
pm Friday, when a group of 
youths from Gadakana, armed 
with sharp weapons, attacked 
Satyajeet Samantaray and 
another person following a 
quarrel during Saraswati Puja 
celebrations in the area.

The accused—Kanha Das 
(20), Debasish Das alias Gu-
na (19), a minor, and two 
others—had come to Hous-
ing Board Colony and were 
reportedly involved in hoo-
liganism. Local residents in-
tervened, sparking a heated 
argument and exchange of 
threats.

Later in the evening, while 
the victims were standing 
near an OMFED stall, the 
accused attacked them with 
swords, injuring both. Local 
residents immediately rushed 
the injured to a hospital.

Following the attack, the 

accused fled, 
with one re-
portedly hiding 
in Om Sai Vihar 
Basti in Gadakana. 
Acting on a tip-off, 
police raided the area and 
arrested three of the accused. 
An iron sword and two sharp 
weapons were seized from 
their possession.

A case has been registered 
at Chandrasekharpur Police 

Station under 
Sections 109(1) 
and 3(5) of the 

Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS), read 

with Section 25(1)(a) 
of the Arms Act. The ar-

rested individuals have been 
forwarded to court, while 
efforts continue to trace the 
remaining suspects. Further 
investigation is underway, 
police said.

3 held for group clash in City; 2 still at large

The decomposed carcass of a giant whale at Devi River mouth in Jagatsinghpur, Saturday  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: Em-
phasising unity in diversity as 
India’s enduring strength, Gov-
ernor Hari Babu Kambhampati 
Saturday said the nation must 
remain cohesive while navigat-
ing a rapidly changing world. 
He was addressing the combined 
Foundation Day celebrations of 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Tripura, 
Uttar Pradesh, Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli, and Daman and Diu at Lok 
Bhavan here. First Lady Jayasree 
Kambhampati was also present.

Addressing the gathering, 
the Governor said the obser-
vance of these foundation days 
transcends administrative re-
organisation, refl ecting India’s 
faith in democratic governance, 
cooperative federalism and bal-
anced regional development. 
He urged citizens to renew 
their commitment to national 
unity and constitutional val-
ues, guided by the spirit of Ek 
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.

Referring to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat vision, the 

Governor said the initiative 
strengthens emotional, cultur-
al and intellectual bonds among 
states and Union Territories. 
He noted that exchanges in lan-
guage, art, education, tourism, 
cuisine and heritage promote 
mutual respect, turn diversity 
into a unifying force, and un-
derscore that national progress 
is most meaningful when it is 
inclusive and shared.

Highlighting the contri-
butions of the regions being 
honoured, the Governor said 
Manipur has made lasting con-
tributions through its classical 
dance, handloom traditions and 
sporting achievements. Megha-
laya, he noted, exemplifi es eco-
logical harmony and communi-
ty-based social systems, while 
Tripura has distinguished itself 
through indigenous arts, bam-
boo craftsmanship and sustain-
able development initiatives 
that promote social cohesion.

Referring to Uttar Pradesh, 
the Governor said the state 
holds a central place in India’s 
historical, cultural and intellec-
tual heritage and continues to 

play a vital role in agriculture, 
education and national develop-
ment. He added that the Union 
Territories of Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli and Daman and Diu, with 
their strategic coastal location 
and rich natural resources, ex-
emplify the blend of traditional 
livelihoods with modern gover-
nance, contributing to inclusive 
and sustainable growth.

The Governor said the regions 
are bound by constitutional val-
ues, economic interdependence 
and the continuous exchange of 
ideas, skills and aspirations. He 
added that hosting the celebra-
tion in Odisha was signifi cant, 
as the state’s legacy of openness, 
inclusivity and shared heritage 
embodies India’s timeless ideal 
of unity in diversity.

COMBINED FOUNDATION DAY CELEBRATIONS

Unity in diversity India’s 
enduring strength: Guv

Modern agri sector 
full of opportunities
BHUBANESWAR: Governor Hari 
Babu Kambhampati Saturday said 
modern agriculture goes far beyond 
traditional farming, offering vast op-
portunities in technology, processing, 
packaging, marketing and exports. 
Addressing the valedictory ceremony 
of Krushi Odisha-2026, he highlighted 
agri-entrepreneurship as a key 
driver in making the sector dynamic, 
sustainable and future-ready. The 
Governor underscored the importance 
of post-harvest management, value 
addition and food processing in reduc-
ing losses, enhancing farmer incomes, 
generating rural employment and 
strengthening food systems. He urged 
Odisha’s youth to lead this transforma-
tion, noting that initiatives such as the 
Mukhya Mantri Krushi Udyog Yojana 
provide a strong platform for innova-
tion and enterprise. Appreciating 
the successful organisation of the 
event, he lauded the Agriculture and 
Farmers’ Empowerment Department 
for creating a meaningful forum for 
dialogue, innovation and collabora-
tion. Describing agriculture as the 
backbone of India, he said the sector 
sustains rural communities, supports 
over half the population and plays a 
vital role in national development.

RIE hosts Prakriti 
Mela in City

ACCORDING 
TO POLICE, A 

GROUP OF YOUTHS 
FROM GADAKANA, ARMED 
WITH SHARP WEAPONS, 
ATTACKED SATYAJEET 

SAMANTARAY AND ANOTHER 
PERSON FOLLOWING 
A QUARREL DURING 
SARASWATI PUJA 

CELEBRATIONS
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Rayagada/Tikiri, Jan 24: 
Police arrested six persons in 
connection with the murder 
of a 65-year-old man who was 
allegedly murdered over sus-
picion of practising sorcery in 
Rayagada district. Five of the 
accused were arrested from 
Doraguda area, while another 
was apprehended from Puri, 
police said Saturday.

The incident occurred in 
Doraguda village in Kashipur 
block. The victim, identifi ed 
as Gopala Dora, was alleged-
ly murdered by villagers who 
suspected him of practising sor-
cery and causing harm to their 
families, police said.

Rayagada Sub-Divisional Po-
lice Offi cer (SDPO) Gaurahari 
Sahu said the case was cracked 
within three days of the recov-
ery of the body. The arrested 
persons have been identifi ed as 
Iswar Dora, Eno Dora, Ramarao 
Dora, Nachi Dora, Raju Dora 
and Mohanrao Dora. Iswar 
Dora, also known as Isha, was 
arrested from Puri, while the 
remaining fi ve were detained 

from Doraguda area.
According to police, the vic-

tim’s daughter, Gangama Dora, 
lodged a missing complaint Jan-
uary 21, stating that her father 
had been living in a hut about 
300 metres from the village to 
tend cattle and had not returned 
home for the past 25 days. Vil-
lagers spotted his body Thurs-
day in a nearby river, with his 
hands and legs tied and a stone 
fastened to his waist.

Following the complaint, 
Doraguda IIC Kiranbala Samal 
registered a case (08/26) and ini-
tiated an investigation, which 
revealed that the death was a 
murder involving six accused. 
During interrogation, the ac-
cused allegedly confessed to 
killing Gopala over suspicions 

that he was practising sorcery 
and harming their families.

Police recovered a piece of 
eucalyptus wood, plastic bags 
and ropes allegedly used in the 
crime. After post-mortem ex-
amination, all the accused were 
produced before court.

The incident has once again 
highlighted the prevalence of 
superstition and lack of aware-
ness in remote tribal pockets of 
the state. Despite the presence 
of major industrial units such 
as Utkal Alumina International 
Limited in the Doraguda area 
and claims of extensive CSR ac-
tivities, local intellectuals have 
raised questions about the ef-
fectiveness of education, health 
and awareness programmes at 
the grassroots level. 

Sexagenarian killed
over sorcery; 6 held

Jharsuguda Superintendent of Police, Raghavendra Gundala, IPS, after 
completing a Half Marathon of 21 kilometres organised commemorating 
SAIL Foundation Day at Rourkela, Saturday    OP PHOTO
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Udala, Jan 24: Police arrested 
a 40-year-old woman for duping 
people of more than `3 crore by 
impersonating a senior Labour 
department offi cial and falsely 
promising government loans.

The accused, identifi ed as 
Binodini Nayak of the Balani 
police station area in Keonjhar 
district, was arrested from the 
Hanspal area of Bhubaneswar 
following a complaint lodged at 
Kaptipada police station.

Police said Nayak targeted 
both men and women by claim-
ing to be a senior offi cer in the 
Labour department. About six 
months ago, she organised a 
meeting in the Kaunrapur area 
under Kaptipada police limits, 
where she assured attendees 
that she could arrange gov-
ernment loans. Believing her, 
more than 20 people collective-
ly paid her over `30 lakh.

Neither the promised loans 
ever materialised, nor was 
the money returned. After re-
peated attempts to contact her 
failed, a victim, Santosh Ku-
mar Pati of Parasibadi village, 
submitted a written complaint 
to the police.

During the investigation, po-
lice found that multiple cheat-
ing cases had already been 
registered against Nayak at 
Kaptipada, Udala, Bhanjpur, 
Kharavela Nagar and Balipa-
tana police stations. Prelimi-
nary fi ndings indicate that she 
cheated victims of around `3 

crore across several districts.
Investigators said the ac-

cused used more than 30 SIM 
cards to evade detection, fre-
quently changing numbers af-
ter committing fraud in one ar-
ea. Records show cases against 
her were registered between 
March 2025 and January 2026.

Police also alleged that Nay-
ak used the money to fund a 
lavish lifestyle, including trav-
el in expensive vehicles.

A case (08/26) has been reg-
istered at Kaptipada police 
station. Station offi cer Mad-
husmita Mohanty said further 
investigation is underway 
and raids are being conduct-
ed to identify others involved 
in the racket. 

Woman arrested 
for `3 crore fraud

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargarh, Jan 24: The seizure of 
more than 5,000 bottles of cough 
syrup from a farmhouse allegedly 
owned by a senior police offi cer has 
sparked outrage in Bargarh district, 
intensifying public scrutiny of law 
enforcement’s role in tackling the 
illegal drug trade and raising ques-
tions about possible offi cial complic-
ity and selective enforcement.

The illegal trade in narcotics, in-
cluding illicit liquor, cough syrup 
and brown sugar, continues un-
abated across rural and urban ar-
eas of the district. While police and 
Excise offi cials routinely make sei-
zures, alleged kingpins behind the 
trade remain beyond the reach of 
law enforcement agencies, fuelling 
public suspicion of leaks and pro-
tection within the system.

The latest controversy erupt-
ed after Bargarh Town police 
Wednesday seized 5,050 bottles of 
cough syrup from a house near the 
Banjibahali canal bridge along the 
Bargarh–Katapali road. Accord-
ing to sources, the property is a 
farmhouse owned by a senior 
police offi cer currently serving 
as a sub-divisional police offi cer 
(SDPO) outside the district.

Police arrested six people, in-
cluding a woman, and detained 

two juveniles in connection with 
the seizure. However, the name 
of the farmhouse owner does not 
appear in the seizure case, despite 
the large quantity of contraband 
recovered from the premises.

The omission has triggered alle-
gations of favouritism and protec-
tion, with critics claiming the of-
fi cer was spared action due to his 
rank. The perceived leniency has 
further eroded public confi dence 
in the district police’s credibility 
and impartiality in combating 
the drug trade. Residents say the 
growing drug menace has con-
tributed to a rise in criminal ac-
tivity, including theft, robbery, 
assault and murder, often occur-
ring even during daytime hours. 
The trend has also taken a toll 
on local youth, many of whom 
are being drawn into substance 
abuse and related crimes.

The exposure of an alleged 

cough syrup racket operating 
from a farmhouse linked to an SD-
PO-rank offi cer has shocked villag-
ers and triggered widespread anger. 
Though the offi cer is currently post-
ed outside the district, residents are 
questioning how such illegal activ-
ity could continue at his property 
without his knowledge.

Banjibahali village resident 
Brahma Mahakur said the house 
from which the cough syrup was 
seized belongs to a police offi cer. 
“If cough syrup can be seized 
from a police offi cer’s house, why 
would it not be found elsewhere?” 
he said, demanding that the offi cer 
be brought under the ambit of the 
investigation. He added that vil-
lagers plan to meet the Inspector 
General (IG), Director General of 
Police (DGP) and the Chief Minis-
ter to seek action.

Another resident, Ganesh Ma-
hakur, said villagers were un-
aware of any illegal trade in the 
area and were taken by surprise 
by the incident. He alleged that 
those arrested so far were only 
minor players and demanded 
that police dismantle the racket 
entirely and arrest the owner of 
the house where the trade was 
allegedly operating. Failing that, 
he said, villagers would approach 
the CM and the DGP.

Cough syrup racket run from
cop’s farmhouse sparks rage

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Jan 24: Keonjhar 
police have intensifi ed their 
crackdown on the cattle mafi a 
under a special anti-cattle smug-
gling drive, as they froze multi-
ple bank accounts linked to the 
arrested accused Saturday.

As part of a coordinated oper-
ation, police conducted simul-
taneous raids at 46 locations 
across fi ve districts, including 
Keonjhar. During the search-
es, police seized cash, gold or-
naments, bank passbooks and 
documents related to land and 
houses. According to offi cials, 
fi ve bank accounts belonging to 
cattle mafi a kingpin Pradyumna 
Mishra of Telkoi police station 
area, his younger brother Prat-
ap Mishra and his son Rakesh 
Mishra have been frozen.

These include three accounts 
at the Bank of India’s Telkoi 
branch and two accounts at the 
Keonjhar Central Cooperative 
Bank’s Telkoi branch. Police 
have frozen around `3.80 crore 
deposited in these accounts, 
said Telkoi IIC Anjan Patra. 
Police also said accounts of 
other cattle mafi a members, 
involving deposits worth sev-
eral crores of rupees, have been 
frozen as part of the ongoing in-
vestigation.

Bank accounts of
cattle mafi a frozen

PNN & AGENCIES

Barbil/Dhanbad, Jan 24: 
In a major breakthrough in 
the Barbil Bank robbery case, 
Keonjhar police have arrest-
ed two prime accused from 
Dhanbad city in neighbouring 
Jharkhand.

A total of 288 gram of gold 
worth over `40 lakh, robbed 
from the Bank of Maharashtra 
in Barbil town January 19, was 
recovered following the arrests 
in a two-day joint operation by 
police forces of Jharkhand and 
Odisha in Dhanbad’s Nirsa and 
Sindri areas, they said.

A total of 3.7 kg gold and `4 
lakh in cash were robbed from 
the bank by six masked men, 
they added.  Addressing a press 
conference in Dhanbad Satur-
day, SP (Dhanbad City) Ritvik 
Srivastava and Keonjhar’s ASP 
Pratyush Mahapatra said two 
four-wheelers used in the rob-
bery were also seized.

Those arrested were identi-
fi ed as Rajkumar Singh (27) of 
Bihar’s Jamui and Kunal Raj 
Verma (33) of Nirsa.

Mahapatra said the duo was 
the mastermind of the robbery, 
and a hunt is on to nab the oth-
ers involved.

Barbil bank heist: 2 
arrested in J’khand

POST NEWS NETWORK

Angul, Jan 24: Allegations 
have surfaced against the Na-
tional Aluminium Company Ltd. 
(NALCO), a Navratna public 
sector undertaking, of causing 
severe environmental pollution 
and endangering human and an-
imal lives in Banarpal area on 
the outskirts of Angul town.

Local residents alleged that 
toxic ash and chemical-laden 
wastewater discharged from 
NALCO’s captive power plant 
is being released daily into an 
open canal. The canal passes 
through villages such as Gota-
mara, Lingarakata and Basana-

li before merging with the In-
dira Nullah near Budhapank 
and ultimately fl owing into 
the Brahmani river, leading to 
severe water pollution.

Villagers claimed that 
breaches in the canal embank-
ment have allowed contaminat-
ed water to seep into nearby 
ponds and water bodies. Resi-
dents using the water reported 
suffering from skin diseases, 
kidney ailments and even 
cancer-like symptoms. Cattle 
deaths have also been reported 
after animals consumed the pol-
luted water, with visible signs 
of infection observed.

Residents further alleged that 

excessive industrial noise from 
the plant has disrupted daily life, 
affecting children’s education 
and sleep patterns. A black res-
idue reportedly settles on wells 
and ponds every morning, mak-
ing the water unfi t for drinking.

Subas Nayak of Gotamara 
village said land had been 
handed over to NALCO de-
cades ago with assurances of 
employment and development, 
but local communities continue 
to face health hazards and un-
safe infrastructure, including 
unmanned railway crossings 
that have led to fatalities.

Ramchandra Nayak of Bagc-
har village alleged widespread 

skin infections among villag-
ers who bathe in the polluted 
Nandira Nullah. Similar con-
cerns were raised by residents 
of Lingarakata, who reported 
repeated cattle losses due to 
the absence of protective fenc-
ing along the canal.

Attempts to contact Ramesh 
Chandra Eka, the regional head 
of the Pollution Control Board 
in Angul were unsuccessful. 
NALCO authorities declined 
to comment on the allegations. 
Residents have demanded im-
mediate intervention by the dis-
trict administration, warning 
of a large-scale protest if cor-
rective measures are not taken. 

Toxic water scare grips villages near NALCO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: Naba-
rangpur district has been de-
clared ‘Naxal-free’ after nine 
Maoists surrendered in neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh, police 
said Saturday. Seven women 
were among these surrendered 
Naxalites. They were carrying 
a total bounty of `47 lakh. The 
surrendered Naxalites were 
operating in Nabarangpur 
and Chhattisgarh's Dhamtari 
district, an offi cial said. “With 
their surrender, Nabarangpur 
district has become free from 
Naxal activity,” police said in 
a statement. The district has 
witnessed several incidents 
of Naxal violence, including 

the assassination of BJD MLA 
Jagabandhu Majhi and his per-
sonal security offi cer, PK Patro, 
Sept 24, 2011. The Maoists had 
also attacked the Kundei police 
station in Raigarh block July 16, 
2010. “However, there has been 
no major trouble in the dis-
trict after 2011,” a police offi cer 
said. Of the state’s 30 districts, 
Maoist infl uence now remains 
confi ned to pockets of seven dis-
tricts -- Kandhamal, Kalahandi, 
Bolangir, Malkangiri, Koraput, 
Rayagada, and Boudh, he said. 
“Nabarangpur becoming free 
of Naxalites is a major achieve-
ment, with the Centre's target of 
eliminating Left-Wing Extrem-
ism from the country by March 
31 approaching,” he added.

Nabarangpur district declared ‘Naxal-free’ Row as schoolkids 
found intoxicated
Phulbani: A fresh controversy has emerged 
around a school run by the Scheduled Tribes 
and Scheduled Castes Development depart-
ment in Kandhamal district after two students 
were found in an inebriated condition in a 
local market on Saraswati Puja. The incident 
occurred Friday at Tikabali, where two Class 
IX students of the government high school, 
managed by the SSD department, allegedly 
consumed alcohol and were found lying uncon-
scious near the BSNL tower close to the Tikabali 
post offi ce. Both students were wearing their 
school uniforms at the time, triggering concern 
and criticism among local residents. According 
to sources, the students had left their hostel 
premises to attend Saraswati Puja celebrations. 
Taking advantage of the holiday, they report-
edly went to the market area, consumed alcohol 
and later collapsed due to intoxication. Local 
residents who noticed the students informed 
the school’s headmaster, Kamraj Kanhar. The 
students were immediately shifted to the Tika-
bali Community Health Centre, where medical 
examination confi rmed that they had consumed 
a large quantity of alcohol.



T his week, Rajasthan is set to pass a segregation law modelled 
after one in Gujarat. It is unlikely that most Indians will know 
of its existence because it is unlikely that the media will report 

it. Let us look at what it is intended to achieve.
Poor people forced to live clubbed together is what we know as a 

slum. An ethnic group forcibly relegated to certain neighbourhoods is 
a ghetto. The former have no means to go elsewhere. The latter have 
no choice even if they have the means. Apartheid means separateness 
and refers to the policy of South Africa of forcing the black Africans 
in ghettos. They could only live in fi xed spaces by law. 

When segregation in the United States was legally ended in the 1960s, 
the government passed laws that sought to integrate the races, like the 
Fair Housing Act. It prevented discrimination in the buying and selling 
of properties which was keeping the races separate. All across Gujarat, 
in all major cities and in several towns, the BJP government has done 
the opposite. Muslims are deliberately forced into ghettos through a 
law called the Gujarat Prohibition of Transfer of Immovable Property 
and Provision for Protection of Tenants from Eviction from Premises 
in Disturbed Areas Act. The law requires citizens in particular parts 
of cities to seek permission from the government before selling their 
property or changing their tenant and fi lters them by religion. The 
application must list the name of the buyer 
and the seller and includes an affi davit that 
the sale has been without coercion and at 
market price. 

The law was passed initially by the Con-
gress, and in 2009, the Modi government 
amended the Act to give discretionary pow-
ers to the collector to hold an inquiry and to 
take possession of property under the Act. In 
July 2019, another change was introduced. 
Previously, property sellers had to apply for 
permission to transfer their property and 
register their consent on affi davit. Now, it 
would not matter even if the sale was with 
free consent, and the fair value was paid to 
the owner. The collector could stop a sale of 
property if he felt at his discretion that there 
was any ‘disturbance in demographic equi-
librium’ or ‘improper clustering of persons 
of a community’ or ‘likelihood of polarisa-
tion’, if the transfer took place. 

The collector could reject an application 
for the legal transfer of a property after 
making assessment on these grounds. Pun-
ishment for transferring property without 
clearance was raised to six years in jail 
(it was six months when the law was fi rst 
introduced). The law now also allowed the 
state government to form a ‘Monitoring and 
Advisory Committee’ to keep a check on the 
demographic structure in neighbourhoods. 
This committee would advise the collectors 
on whether or not sales could be permitted.

The act is currently in force in large parts 
of the state’s three largest cities, Ahmed-
abad, Vadodara and Surat, and also in Bha-
ruch, Kapadvanj, Anand and Godhra. These 
are also the places Gujarat’s Muslims are 
concentrated, effectively ghettoising them 
permanently. In effect, foreigners can lease 
and buy property in Gujarat that Indian 
Muslims cannot.

Last week Rajasthan Cabinet has approved a law that does the same 
thing in their state. Law Minister Jogaram Patel said neighbourhoods 
with “improper clustering” would be targeted. The transfer of immov-
able properties in these areas without permission of the government 
would be void.

Like the other laws persecuting minorities, this one is also given 
a benign name: the Rajasthan Prohibition of Transfer of Immovable 
Property and Provisions for Protection of Tenants from Eviction from 
the Premises in Disturbed Areas Bill, 2026.

Its effects will of course be the same as we have seen in Gujarat. It 
criminalises social and commercial intercourse between communities, 
in much the same way as Nazi Germany did. Violation of the Rajasthan 
law’s provisions are non-bailable and cognisable, and punishable with 
imprisonment of up to fi ve years and a fi ne. You could go to jail for 
renting a property. The Congress in the state opposes the passing of 
the law, but it lacks the numbers and will not be able to stop it. Its state 
chief said that “Demographic imbalance is not a legal term. There is 
no mention of the basis on which an area will be declared disturbed. 
The BJP wants to remain in power by following the Gujarat model.” 

This is true. India under Modi has hollowed out the constitution’s 
secularism through a slew of laws that have found no resistance. The 
courts have looked away, the Opposition is too weak and the media is 
complicit. Criminalisation of the possession of beef was introduced 
in 2015, starting with Maharashtra and Haryana. Criminalisation of 
interfaith marriage came in 2018, starting with Uttarakhand. Criminal-
isation of Muslim divorce came in 2019, as did their specifi c exclusion 
from the Citizenship Amendment Act. The Rajasthan law carries this 
progression forward. Step by step, law after law, we have entered New 
India, a majoritarian state that is shedding its carapace of secularism.

O
ur planet Earth fa-
vours diversity. In 
the beginning of time, 
in the hours of the Big 

Bang, there was only energy 
and gas. Over the billions of 
years, evolution has created 
countless forms of life. It is a 
self-evident fact that the Earth 
and evolution celebrate and 
sustain diversity. 

However, modern industrial 
civilisation has invented uni-
formity. Instead of celebrating 
diversity, our contemporary 
culture is creating uniformity. 
In my view diversity leads to 
peace and uniformity leads to 
confl icts. The idea that every-
body should follow the same 
political principle, the same 
economic system, the same 
architecture and consume the 
same industrial goods, leads to 
a narrow world view. People 
start to think that if you don’t 
follow a particular ideology, 
or a particular economic or 
political system, which they 
approve, then you are wrong.

If we want peace in the 
world, then we need to cele-
brate diversity in every fi eld 
of life: diversity of economic 
systems, diversity of political 
systems, diversity of religions, 
diversity of philosophies and 
diversity of scientifi c inqui-
ries. It is wonderful to have 
many religions, many cul-
tures, many languages and 
many different ways to pro-
duce and to make things. It is 
good to have diversity in the 
arts, crafts and cultures. Also, 
it is good to have many differ-
ent scientifi c perspectives. At 
the moment, if you don’t fol-
low one mainstream scientifi c 
ideology or methodology then 
you are considered to be unsci-
entifi c or even wrong. Further-
more, science is becoming in-

creasingly dominant. Science 
is good but also spirituality is 
necessary, poetry is necessary, 
arts and crafts are necessary. 
We need everything in life. 

The Jains have given us 
Anekantvad, the concept of 
the diversity of truths, which 
is a great ideal to live by. 
Jains have given us another 
word and that word is Syad-
vad, which means ‘it may be 
true’. The Jains would say that 
“What you are saying maybe 
true. I am open to listen, I am 
open to learn, I am open to 
think. Maybe your truth and 
my truth can be neighbours!”

Liberal minded people talk 
about freedom of expression, 
freedom of opinion, freedom of 
speech and freedom of ideas but 
very few people actually respect 
that freedom! If we were to ac-
cept and practice Syadvad, then 
it would help us to embrace mul-
tiple views, truths and perspec-
tives without getting into con-
fl ict and condemnation or even 
wars. All our thriving is mutual. 
We all depend on each other and 
on the gifts of the planet Earth. 
We are all related. Nothing and 

no one can exist in isolation. 
The whole cosmos is our coun-
try, the whole planet earth is 
our home, love is our religion, 
yet we are rooted in our place, 
in our community, in our bio 
region. This way unity and di-
versity are the two banks of the 
same river, community and cos-
mos exist in perfect harmony, 
the intimate and the ultimate 
are two sides of the same story. 
Local and global are comple-
mentary. We need to remember 
that unity is not uniformity and 
diversity is not division. With 
the concept of Syadvad we can 
overcome uniformity and divi-
sion and instead embrace unity 
and diversity.

Truth represents diversi-
ty and love represents unity. 
Whoever you are, whether 
you are a Christian, a Muslim, 
a Hindu or an atheist, we are 
all humans and we can still 
love one another. We can hold 
different beliefs and views and 
still love one another, despite 
our differences. When I was 
walking around the world for 
peace, I went to Muslim coun-
tries and I said, “You are Mus-

lims, I love you”. Then I went 
to Christian countries and I 
said, “You are Christians, I 
love you”. Then I went to com-
munist countries and I said, 
“You are communists I love 
you”. Then I went to capitalist 
countries and I said, “You are 
capitalists, I love you”. Then 
I went to Buddhist countries 
and I said,”You are Buddhists, 
I love you”. For me, humanity 
goes beyond labels and names. 
I walked for two and a half 
years, 8000 miles, through fi f-
teen countries, without a sin-
gle penny in my pocket. I just 
carried the currency of love in 
my heart and I was looked after 
by strangers everywhere. I was 
looked after by communists, 
capitalists, Christians, Mus-
lims, poor and rich. They were 
all humans and hospitable.

That experience taught me 
that we can, and we should, 
love everyone: we should 
love diversity. Whoever you 
are, we love you. We need 
no enemies. And we should 
have no enemies. We are all 
friends. Through love enemies 
are transformed into friends. 
“Love your enemies” is not 
just an impractical idealism, 
it is a very powerful and ef-
fective way of life. In Europe, 
people claim to be Christians. 
They go to church on Sunday 
and pledge to practice love, 
then from Monday to Saturday 
they pay and prepare for war. 
Spending billions and trillions 
of dollars, euros and pounds on 
weapons of mass destruction! 
How can Christians, or any re-
ligious people for that matter, 
contemplate such a thing as 
nuclear bombs and wars?

The writer is the 
founder of Schumacher 

College and an eco-spiritual
leader based in the UK.
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SPECTRUM SUSTAINABILITY

Climate change creating economic momentum

Rupee’s slide

Sir, Ever since US President Donald Trump stepped up efforts to ac-
quire Greenland in the second week of January, the rupee—like other 
emerging market currencies—has come under pressure from rising 
geopolitical uncertainty. Fears of a transatlantic trade war between 
the US and Europe have unsettled global markets, triggering aggressive 
selling by foreign institutional investors and heightened demand for 
dollars from importers. This has accelerated the rupee’s decline, even 
as the US dollar index has weakened by 4–5 per cent over the past year. 
Additional stress stems from penal US tariffs, global capital chasing 
AI-driven equities, elevated Indian stock valuations, and the broader 
drift towards protectionism. None of these headwinds appears tempo-
rary, suggesting prolonged currency pressure. While exporters are often 
seen as benefi ciaries of a weaker rupee, gains are limited. Nearly 40 
per cent of India’s exports rely on imported inputs, raising costs and 
compressing margins. Currency depreciation also infl ates fuel prices, 
with a fi ve per cent fall in the rupee estimated to add 20–30 basis points to 
infl ation through higher transport and manufacturing costs. The rupee 
thus faces a constrained path, with sustained stress likely until global 
economic disorder becomes the new normal.  

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Each victory gained over oneself 
means new strength to gain 
more victories. 
 
 SRI AUROBINDO CELEBRATING DIVERSITY

SOCIETY

T he latest United Nations 
Climate Change Confer-
ence ended in a political 

deadlock. COP30 in Belém pro-
duced no agreement to phase 
out fossil fuels, no binding 
plan to halt deforestation, and 
no meaningful increase in sup-
port for the countries already 
drowning – sometimes literal-
ly – in climate and ecological 
losses. For a summit held in 
the world’s largest rainforest, 
the symbolism was brutal.

But the real story was not 
the political paralysis on the 
negotiating fl oor. It was the 
unmistakable signal that the 
economics of climate change 
have already moved on. To see 
the developments that really 
matter, we can look to corpo-
rate balance sheets, sovereign 
credit ratings, supply chains, 
and risk pricing. These show 
that the transition to car-
bon-neutrality is happening 
despite the dysfunctional pol-
itics surrounding the issue.

When it comes to addressing 
major global risks, politics 
often fail until the economic 
math works out. In the case 
of climate change and nature 
loss, markets, insurers, lend-
ers, and ratings agencies are 
now forcing the transitions 
that governments have been 
deferring. Sovereign credit 
ratings are being revised to re-
fl ect climate- and nature-risk 
exposure. Insurance markets 
are collapsing in high-risk 
regions, leaving households, 

businesses, and entire mu-
nicipalities without coverage. 
Borrowing costs are rising 
for countries facing drought, 
fl ooding, and deforestation, 
thus narrowing their fi scal 
space and accelerating capi-
tal fl ight. These mechanisms 
are doing what politicians will 
not do: Making inaction more 
expensive than action.

Meanwhile, the global auto 
market is evolving fast. More 
than half of new vehicles sold 
in China are plug-ins. In Nor-
way, almost 90% of new cars 
sold in 2024 were fully electric. 
Fossil fuels still dominate the 
existing system, but they are 
decidedly absent from the fu-
ture that is being built. The 
economics of clean energy 
have already won, and these 
industries’ advantages are wid-
ening. The cumulative effect is 
unmistakable.The cost advan-
tage of low-carbon systems is 
now structural, not cyclical.

Even the re-emergence of 
trade issues at COP30– with 
emerging economies, includ-
ing China, objecting to unilat-
eral climate-related trade mea-
sures –ultimately points to the 
same conclusion.Rules that 
are being rewritten through 
markets, supply chains, and 
standards are inevitably end-
ing up on the agenda for con-
sensus-based diplomacy.

Moreover, the economic 
transition is not only about en-
ergy. The global bioeconomy 
– economic sectors that use re-

newable biological resources 
for materials, energy, chemi-
cals, and agriculture – is valued 
at about $4 trillion today, and is 
projected to grow to around $30 
trillion by 2050 – roughly 30% of 
current global GDP. 

In this respect, COP30’s 
emphasis on inclusion of In-
digenous peoples and local 
communities mattered not 
for its symbolism, but be-
cause markets now recognize 
that traditional stewardship 
underpins the increasingly 
fragile ecosystems – forests, 
watersheds, soils – upon which 
our economies depend. Just as 
energy markets are reshaping 
cost curves, nature-dependent 
sectors are taking steps to ad-
dress their economic expo-
sure to risks such as rainfall 
disruption, soil loss, fi sheries 
collapse, and coastal erosion.

These responses are reshap-
ing markets as powerfully as 
energy price shocks can. Di-
saster losses are compounding 
so fast that insurers are with-
drawing from entire regions 
and product lines. Heat stress 
is shrinking productivity from 
South Asia to the Gulf of Mex-
ico. From Brazil to Indonesia, 
deforestation is destabilizing 
rainfall patterns. Agriculture, 
fi sheries, tourism, and ship-
ping are all absorbing mount-
ing climate- and nature-driven 
losses, triggering food-price 
spikes and economic volatility.

Regardless of political grid-
lock, climate change and ecolog-

ical degradation are creating un-
deniable economic momentum. 
As renewables scale up, fossil 
fuels will become even less com-
petitive. As ecosystems degrade, 
fi scal burdens will rise. Cen-
tral banks, sovereign lenders, 
ratings agencies, and private 
investors have already begun 
pricing drought-driven crop 
failures, fl ooded infrastructure, 
eroding coastlines, collapsing 
fi sheries, and other risks. 
In many countries, climate 
change is raising borrowing 
costs, boosting debt, and shav-
ing points off expected growth.

At some point, the fi nancial 
pressure will become so acute 
that what was once a political 
choice will become an econom-
ic inevitability. Brazil’s launch 
of theBioeconomy Challenge 
– athree-year multi-partner 
effort to “translate the G20 Bio-
economy High-Level principles 
into real outcomes” – reinforc-
es this shift. It signals that the 
transition is increasingly be-
ing shaped through economic 
strategy rather than multilat-
eral consensus.

This pattern is not new. The 
Cold War superpowers didnot 
pull back from their nuclear 
arms race because it was mor-
ally right; they did it because 
the costs were unsustainable, 
and the risks too high. When 
the economics change, the pol-
itics eventually follow.

The writer is CEO of 
NatureFinance.
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 I walked for two and a half years, 8000 
miles, through fi fteen countries, without a 

single penny in my pocket. I just carried the 
currency of love in my heart and I was looked 

after by strangers everywhere

SCIENCE IS 
GOOD BUT ALSO 

SPIRITUALITY 
IS NECESSARY, 

POETRY IS 
NECESSARY, 

ARTS AND 
CRAFTS ARE 
NECESSARY. 

WE NEED 
EVERYTHING 

IN LIFE

INDIA HAS 
HOLLOWED 

OUT THE 
CONSTITUTION’S 

SECULARISM 
THROUGH A 

SLEW OF LAWS 
THAT HAVE 
FOUND NO 
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STEP BY STEP, 

LAW AFTER 
LAW, WE HAVE 

ENTERED 
NEW INDIA, A 

MAJORITARIAN 
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SHEDDING ITS 
CARAPACE OF 

SECULARISM

Satish Kumar
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WISDOM CORNER
The best way to fi nd yourself is to lose yourself in the ser-
vice of others.   
 MAHATMA GANDHI

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere 
 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Do not judge me by my successes, judge me by how many 
times I fell down and got back up again.
 NELSON MANDELA

 
1882: Charles J. Guiteau was found guilty of the murder of U.S. President 
James A. Garfi eld.

1949: The fi rst Emmy Awards were presented; there were only six 
categories, and nominated shows were limited to those that aired in the 
Los Angeles area.

1961: The animated fi lm One Hundred and One Dalmatians was released in 
the United States, and it became a Disney classic, especially noted for the 
villainous character Cruella De Vil.

1979: A factory worker was killed by a robot. Robert Nicholas Williams 
climbed into a shelving unit to investigate an assembly-line malfunction, 
where he was struck in the head by an industrial robot and killed. The 
incident was the fi rst recorded instance of a person being killed by a robot.

Pension justice

Sir, Recent pay revisions for RBI, NABARD, and 
insurance staff rightly include pension updates for 
retirees. Yet public sector bank pensioners are not 
heard by the government. Nearly fi ve lakh retirees 
survive on outdated pensions of Rs 8,000–10,000, 
while serving staff receive periodic 15–20 percent 
hikes. Pension is deferred wages, funded by em-
ployees who refunded provident fund amounts in 
1995. Infl ation, medical costs, and longevity make 
such neglect indefensible and socially unjust. The 
government owns these banks, takes dividends, 
and recapitalises losses; it cannot disown pension 
justice or its moral responsibility toward retirees. 
Wage revision without pension revision breeds 
inequality, resentment, and deep distrust among 
those who built these institutions. Fairness de-
mands automatic pension updation with every 
bipartite settlement, without further delay or 
needless procedural excuses. 

Sidhartha Kar Mohapatra, BARIPADA

 FOCUS
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Maharajganj (UP), Jan 24: 
Ahead of the Republic Day, the 
Sashastra Seema Bal and police 
have stepped up vigil along the 
India-Nepal border in the Ma-
harajganj district with several 
measures, including deploy-
ment of dog squads, a police 
offi cial said Saturday.

Maharajganj SP Somendra 
Meena said Sashastra See-
ma Bal (SSB) has installed 
closed-circuit and drone camer-
as on all routes leading to Nepal.

‘To prevent the possible 
movement of terrorists in 
the area, security agencies 
have been asked to ascertain 
the identity of people before 
allowing them to cross over 
through the border. In an ef-
fort to strengthen the security 
arrangements at the porous 
India-Nepal border and stop 
infi ltration of anti-national el-
ements, the SSB has installed 
closed-circuit cameras and 
drone cameras on each and 
every route leading to Nepal,” 
Meena told PTI.

These cameras have been put 

at SSB posts, as well as on the 
main roads, he said. He added 
that metal detectors have been 
installed at Sonauli and Thuth-
ibari outposts on the India-Ne-
pal border.

The SP said that dog squads 
trained in detecting narcotics 
and arms have been deployed 
to check smuggling across the 
border. “After the deployment 
of the dog squad, there would 
be a lot of relief in checking the 
suspected people in the border-
ing area,” he said.

According to Meena, assis-
tance from Nepalese security 
agencies is also being taken so 
that no anti-national element 
can infi ltrate.

“SSB and police are inves-
tigating suspicious people in 
congested areas and at dhabas 
alongside the border. Along 
with this, a strict vigil is be-
ing kept on the people and 
the vehicles passing through 
Sonauli on the India-Nepal 
border with the help of the 
dog squad,” he said.

UP’s Maharajganj district 
shares an 84-km open border 
with Nepal.
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Raipur, Jan 24: Chhattisgarh 
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai Sat-
urday laid the foundation stone for 
Chitrotpala Film City and Tribal 
and Cultural Convention Centre 
in Mana-Tuta village in Raipur 
district and asserted the state will 
soon get a new identity in the fi eld 
of fi lm production.

Through this am-
bitious initiative, 
Chhattisgarh will not 
only move towards be-
coming a major centre 
for fi lm production and 
cultural events, but 
this project will also 
give a new impetus 
to the state’s creative 
economy, he said.

“Chhattisgarh’s 
long-cherished dream 
has fi nally come true 
today. The construc-
tion of Chitrotpala Film City 
and the Tribal and Cultural 
Convention Centre will give 
Chhattisgarh a new identity in 
the fi eld of fi lm production, both 
nationally and internationally,” 
Sai said.

The construction of Chitrotpa-
la Film City and the Tribal and 
Cultural Convention Centre will 
provide a national and interna-
tional platform for local talent, 
create new investment oppor-
tunities, and further strengthen 
Chhattisgarh’s cultural identity 
on a global level, he said, adding 
the project will open new avenues 

of development for the 
state’s youth, artists, 
and the tourism sector 
in the coming years.

Through Chitrotpala 
Film City, thousands of 
artists from the state 
will get an opportunity 
to showcase their talent, 
while local fi lmmakers 
will have access to all 
technical facilities relat-
ed to fi lm production in 
one place, the CM said.

An offi cial said fol-
lowing the foundation 

stone laying ceremony of Chi-
trotpala Film City, the Tourism 
Department received four pro-
posals for setting up units in fi lm 
production and a convention 
centre, which were handed over 
to the CM during the ceremony.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, Jan 24: Uttar 
Pradesh (UP) Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath Saturday an-
nounced the launch of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel Employ-
ment Zone (SVPEZ), a new 
youth-focused employment 
initiative, and said it will 
align youths’ abilities with job 
and business opportunities.

He was speaking at the 
state’s foundation day cele-
brations, where he also wel-
comed Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah.

Addressing the gathering 
held at the Rashtra Prerna 
Sthal here, Adityanath ex-
tended greetings to the peo-
ple of the state and said Uttar 

Pradesh Diwas celebrations 
were being organised across 
all 75 districts on the occa-
sion.

The event was attended 
by BJP’s UP unit president 
and Union Minister Pankaj 
Chaudhary, Deputy CMs 
Keshav Prasad Maurya and 
Brajesh Pathak and Tour-
ism Minister Jaiveer Singh, 
among others.

The CM referred to a mes-
sage sent by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, saying 
the country has witnessed a 
‘transformed India over the 
past 11 years under Modi’s 
leadership’ and that UP had 
played a key role in that jour-
ney.

Adityanath then read out 

the PM’s letter from the stage, 
in which Modi praised UP’s 
rich heritage, development 
trajectory, improving infra-
structure and public facilities.

The CM said UP Day cele-
brations were being organ-
ised across the state and that 
people from the state living 
elsewhere in the country and 
abroad were also associating 
themselves with the event in 
different ways.

Recalling the beginning 
of the annual celebration, 
he said the foundation day 
was first formally observed 
in 2018, when Ram Naik was 
the Governor of the state and 
under the guidance of PM Na-
rendra Modi, while Shah was 
serving as the BJP national 

president and Union Home 
Minister.

Adityanath announced the 
launch of SVPEZ, to be inau-
gurated by Shah.

“Under the scheme, around 
100 acres would be developed 
in each district to support 
skill development, employ-
ment and entrepreneurship 
by aligning youths' abilities 
with job and business oppor-
tunities,” he said.

Highlighting the state gov-
ernment’s flagship initiatives, 
the chief minister said, “The 
‘One District, One Product’ 
programme has helped UP 
move towards self-reliance, 
and the programme would 
further strengthen the state's 
economy by giving global rec-
ognition to district-specific 
traditional foods.”

He said, “The ‘One Dis-
trict, One Cuisine’ initiative 
would promote hygienic and 
nutritious food, including mil-
let-based products and enable 
geo-tagging, branding, pack-
aging and designing of local 
cuisines in line with domestic 
and global demand, opening 
up export opportunities for 
traditional dishes from across 
the state.”

The CM also congratulated 
five individuals who were 
honoured with the ‘Uttar 
Pradesh Gaurav Samman’ 
for their distinctive contri-
butions, saying their work 
reflected innovation and dedi-
cation aligned with the prime 
minister’s ‘Viksit Bharat’ 
mission.

UP DAY
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Korba, Jan 24: A 70-foot-long 
steel bridge weighing over 10 
tonnes built on a canal more 
than four decades ago was stolen 
overnight in Chhattisgarh’s Kor-
ba city, leaving local residents 
stunned, police said Saturday.

Investigators found the in-
volvement of 15 persons in the 
incident, who allegedly cut and 
stole the structure to sell it as 
scrap. Five of the accused have 
been arrested so far, offi cials 
said. Residents noticed that 
the steel bridge built over the 

Hasdeo Left Canal and used as a 
pedestrian pathway in Ward No 
January 18. 17 of the Dhodhipa-
ra area had gone missing, fol-
lowing which local corporator 
Laxman Shrivas lodged a com-
plaint, Korba Additional Su-
perintendent of Police Lakhan 
Patle said.

Preliminary investigation 
suggested that unidentifi ed ac-
cused used gas cutters to cut the 
iron railings of the structure, 
he said.

Based on the written com-
plaint received at the CSEB 
police chowki, a special police 

team was constituted to probe 
the matter, he added.

Following technical analysis, 
inputs given by informers and 
sustained investigation, police 
identifi ed 15 accused in the case. 
Five of them - Lochan Kevat 
(20), Jaysingh Rajput (23), Moti 
Prajapati (27), Sumit Sahu (19) 
and Keshavpuri Goswami alias 
‘Picture’ (22), all residents of the 
CSEB police chowki area - were 
arrested, Patle said.

Efforts are underway to trace 
the remaining 10 accused, in-
cluding the alleged kingpins 
Mukesh Sahu and Aslam Khan, 
who are currently absconding, 
he added.

During their interrogation, 
the arrested accused confessed 
to committing the theft to sell 
the iron as scrap, he said, add-
ing that further investigation is 
underway. CSEB police chowki 
in-charge Bhimsen Yadav said 
around seven tonnes of steel, 
which had been hidden inside 
the canal, has been seized.

The vehicle used to transport 
the stolen steel has also been 
seized, he said, adding that the 
police were probing where the 
remaining material was sold.

Talking to PTI over phone, 
corporator Shrivas said the 
bridge, around 70 feet long and 
fi ve feet wide, was built nearly 
40 years ago and weighed more 
than 10 tonnes.

Since the theft, local residents 
have been using a nearby con-
crete bridge to cross the canal, 
he added.

Over 40-year-old, 10 tonne 
steel bridge stolen overnight

Investigators found the involvement of 
15 persons in the incident, who allegedly cut 

and stole the structure to sell it as scrap

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Firozabad (UP), Jan 24: A 
glass museum being construct-
ed near the district headquar-
ters in Firozabad is expected to 
emerge as a major boost for the 
city’s famed glass and bangle in-
dustry and position it as a glob-
al tourism destination, offi cials 
said Friday.

Being built close to the Vikas 
Bhawan, the three-storey glass 
museum is being developed by 
the Uttar Pradesh Tourism De-
partment on the initiative of state 
Tourism Minister Jaiveer Singh.

Widely known as the “city of 
glass and bangles”, Firozabad is 
now seeking to expand its iden-
tity beyond manufacturing to 
become an international tour-

ism hub, tourism department 
offi cials said. Tourism offi cer 
Vishal Srivastava said the mu-
seum is coming up on around 
25,700 square metres of land 
at an estimated cost of Rs 47.47 
crore, with nearly 70 per cent 
of the work already completed.

“The three-storey structure 
will have an attractive exterior 
made of glass. It will also feature 
a 500-seat auditorium, a 150-seat 
open-air theatre, a watch tow-
er and an art gallery displaying 
handcrafted glass artefacts,” 
Srivastava told PTI. He added 
that a special ‘glass bridge’ is 
also being constructed for tour-
ists as part of the project.

According to offi cials, the 
museum will showcase the 
evolution of glass products in 
Firozabad from ancient times 
to the modern era. In addition 
to bangles, exhibits will include 
glass chandeliers, artistic cre-

ations and premium glassware 
meant for export.

The facility will also have an 
AR-VR (augmented and vir-
tual reality) zone for children 
and students, allowing visitors 
to see how glass is melted and 
moulded. Live demonstrations of 
glass-blowing will also be organ-
ised, enabling people to observe 
and learn the traditional craft.

Firozabad’s glass and bangle 
industry provides direct and 
indirect employment to an es-
timated 5 to 7 lakh people and 
supports the livelihood of over 
50,000 families, the offi cials said.

Mukesh Bansal (Tony), 
vice-president of the All India 

Glass Manufacturing Federa-
tion and a leading exporter from 
Firozabad, said the glass muse-
um would not only strengthen 
the city’s economy but also 
connect it with major religious 
and tourist destinations such as 
Ayodhya and Varanasi.

“This project will create new 
employment opportunities for 
traders and workers and will 
prove to be a milestone in the 
development of Firozabad dis-
trict,” Bansal said.

He also urged the government 
to facilitate visits by foreign 
tourists to the museum, on the 
lines of industrial tourism seen 
abroad, so that visitors can ob-
serve the craft and artistry 
of Firozabad’s glass industry 
fi rsthand.

OFFICIALS EXPECT TRADE, TOURISM PUSH

Glass Museum coming up in Firozabad

SVPEZ to match abilities & opportunities: CM
Addressing the gathering at Rashtra Prerna Sthal, Adityanath extended greetings to the people of the state and 

said Uttar Pradesh Diwas celebrations were being organised across all 75 districts on the occasion

Chitrotpala Film City, Tribal & Cultural 
Convention Centre plan takes off in Ch'garh

Through 
Chitrotpala Film 
City, thousands 
of artists from 

the state will get 
an opportunity to 

showcase their 
talent, while 

local fi lmmakers 
will have access 
to all technical 

facilities 
related to fi lm 
production in 

one place

UP: Drone cameras, dog 
squads help boost security

REPUBLIC DAY

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mohla-Manpur, (Chhattis-
garh) Jan 24: For years, fam-
ilies living under the shadow 
of Maoist violence in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Mohla-Manpur lived 
lives marked by fear, displace-
ment, and loss. However, today, 
the situation has undergone a 
sea change - the reality is fast 
changing for the better. 

The impact of security opera-
tions and special rehabilitation 
schemes launched continuous-
ly by the government for Mao-
ist violence-affected families is 

now visible on the ground.
There was a time when 

fear of Maoist violence forced 
several families from highly 
sensitive villages in the dis-
trict to abandon their homes. 
Many of them fled after Mao-
ists killed the heads of their 
families, branding them as 
police informers. The trau-
ma pushed these families into 
years of forced migration and 
insecurity.

Speaking to IANS, Ram Bai 
Mandavi, a victim of Maoist 
violence, recalled her painful 
past. “The incident happened 

in 2009. After that, our entire 
family left the village. The Mao-
ist killed my husband. Now the 
Maoists are gone, so we have re-
turned to our village. We have 
received a house, and now we 
will live here,” she said.

Another victim, Aghan 
Singh, shared a similar expe-
rience.

“In 2009, my father was beat-
en to death with sticks after the 
Maoists suspected him of being 
an informer. At that time, we 
did not receive the benefi t of 
any government scheme. Now, 
in 2026, we have fi nally been 
given a house,” he said.

Ramita Bai, another Mao-
ist-affected woman, described 
the terror she endured. 

“The Naxals tied me up and 
took me with them. They kept 
me for a day and a night, beat 
me, and later released me. 
When the police found out, 
our entire family was shifted 
to Manpur. Due to fear, I lived 
in Manpur for 18 years. Now 
the situation has improved, we 
have received a house, and we 
will stay here,” she said.

According to Pranjal Pra-
japati, CEO of Mohla, 26 houses 
have been sanctioned for Mao-
ist-affected families under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. 
“Our entire staff is working on 
the ground to ensure that these 
houses are completed at the 
earliest,” he told IANS.

‘GUNS FALL SILENT, HOMES RISE’

Maoist victims get fresh 
start in Chhattisgarh



The time 
when we 
depended 

on others for 
the movement 
of goods is over. 
Kerala is becom-
ing a major power in India's 
logistics sector today

PINARAYI VIJAYAN | KERALA CM

More than 
20 lakh 
long-pend-

ing promotions 
have been 
cleared in the 
last 11 years, 
ending a prolonged phase of 
stagnation that once saw many 
government employees retire 
from the same post at which 
they were appointed

JITENDRA SINGH | UNION MINISTER
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‘ISRO PLANNING MULTIPLE
SATELLITE LAUNCHES IN 2026’
ISRO chairman V Narayanan on Saturday said 
the space agency is working on multiple satellite 
launches planned for 2026. Speaking to reporters 
on the sidelines of an event here, he said, “We are 
planning to send a lot of satellites (this year). A lot 
of work is going on. After meeting the Prime 
Minister (Narendra Modi) we will announce them”

The fi rst problem, capping on 
export of agarwood products, has 

been addressed in a realistic way. The up-
per limit for export of agarwood chips has 
been increased from 25,000 to 1.50 lakh for 
the state and the upper cap of exporting 
agarwood oil has also been enhanced from 
1,500 kg to 75,000 kg. It means two major 
barriers have already been broken for the 
growth of agarwood trade
JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA | DONER MINISTER

Indian 
Armed 
Forces 

destroyed 
terrorists based 
in Pakistan and 
PoK(Pakistan-Oc-
cupied-Kashmir), which was a 
befi tting reply to the unfortu-
nate and cowardly terrorist 
attack in Pahalgam

RAJNATH SINGH | DEFENCE MINISTER

6 killed in separate 
road accidents 
Jhansi/Saharanpur/Ballia: 
At least six people were killed 
and several others injured 
in separate road accidents 
across Uttar Pradesh, police 
said Saturday. In Jhansi 
district, three people died, 
while 13 others were injured 
when an overloaded auto 
carrying 16 passengers was 
hit head-on by an unidentifi ed 
vehicle near Lohia Degree 
College in the Gursarai area 
Friday night. Two men were 
killed after their car hit a 
divider and overturned near 
the Ghalauli checkpost in the 
Deoband area of Saharanpur 
district Friday night. In 
Ballia district, a 22-year-old 
man was killed and a minor 
seriously injured after a 
cylinder-laden truck rammed 
into their motorcycle in the 
Haldi police station area 
Saturday morning. 

Major fi re breaks out; 
3-4 feared trapped
Hyderabad: At least three to 
four people are suspected to 
be trapped inside a four-storey 
building at Nampally here, 
housing a furniture shop and 
others, after a major fi re broke 
out Saturday afternoon, offi cial 
said. Personnel from the Fire, 
police, Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation (GHMC) 
and other agencies are 
engaged in a rescue operation, 
deploying a hydraulic lift to 
reach upper fl oors. 

Woman ‘shot 
dead’ by husband 
Ranchi: A woman was 
allegedly shot dead by her 
husband for objecting to his 
alleged extra-marital affair, in 
Jharkhand's Ranchi on Saturday, 
police said. The incident 
occurred in Manitola area under 
the Doranda police station 
limits. The deceased has been 
identifi ed as Tarannum (40). "As 
per preliminary investigation, 
it appears that the woman's 
husband had an extra-marital 
affair. An altercation occurred 
between the couple over the 
issue, after which he allegedly 
shot her dead," said Deepika 
Prasad, offi cer-in-charge of 
Doranda police station.

AI cancels NY, Newark 
fl ights for Jan 25, 26
New Delhi: Air India has 
cancelled its fl ights to New 
York and Newark for January 
25-26 due to severe winter 
storm forecast in the US East 
Coast. The airline operates 
daily fl ights from Delhi and 
Mumbai to New York. There 
are daily fl ights from Delhi to 
Newark also while services 
between Mumbai and 
Newark are operated on 
certain days of the week. 

SHORT TAKES

Devotees take part in the immersion procession of a Goddess Saraswati idol on the banks of the Hooghly in 
Kolkata   PTI PHOTO
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Guwahati, Jan 24: The family 
of popular Assam singer Zubeen 
Garg Saturday wrote to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi request-
ing a special court for expedited 
trial and appropriate diplomat-
ic-legal action in Singapore in 
connection with his death in the 
island country last September.

They also sought that bail 
should not be granted to any 
of the accused in the case till 
the judicial process is over. 
The memorandum, signed 
by Garg's wife Garima, sister 
Palmee Borthakur and uncle 
Manoj Kumar Borthakur, has 
been sent via email to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

Posting the memorandum 
on Facebook, Garima wrote: 
"Ahead of celebration of glorious 
77th Republic Day of our nation, 
I conveyed my greetings to PM 
Narendra Modi and also sent a 
memorandum on behalf of our 
family regarding the legal pro-
cess concerning Assam's heart-
throb Zubeen Garg's death."

In the memorandum, the 
family said the singer-compos-
er's death has left behind not 
merely a grieving family, but 
also millions of people seeking clar-

ity and lawful action in the matter.
"We have a sole objection 

now, Zubeen Garg has to re-
ceive real and complete justice. 
The guilty must get the most se-
vere punishment," she added.

The family mentioned that 
while the Assam Police's CID is 
investigating the matter here, 
the Singapore authorities are 
also conducting their own en-
quiry with the family in "con-
tinuous engagement with au-
thorities in both jurisdictions".

The memorandum said that, 
along with detailed statement 
through emails, Garg's uncle, 
Manoj Borthakur, had in per-
son appeared before the Cor-
oner's Court on the fi rst day 
of hearing earlier this month 
and sought "factual clarity re-
garding the sequence of events, 
safety measures, human deci-
sions and emergency response 
surrounding Zubeen's death".

Zubeen’s family writes to 
PM seeking expeditious trial
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New Delhi, Jan 24: Ahead 
of the Budget Session of Par-
liament, the government has 
called an all-party meeting 
January 27 to discuss the leg-
islative and other agendas.

The Budget Session will 
begin January 28, with Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu's ad-
dress to the joint sitting of Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha.

In a rare occasion in parlia-
mentary history, the Union 
budget would be presented 
on February 1, which is a Sun-
day. This will be Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman's 
ninth consecutive budget.

"The all-party meeting, 
convened by Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Kiren Riji-
ju, will be held at the main 
committee room of Parlia-
ment House annexe at 11 am 
January 27," a government 
source said.

The Budget Session will 
continue till April 2. The first 
phase will conclude February 
13, with Parliament reassem-
bling March 9.

The session comes at a time 
when the opposition Congress 
is conducting a nationwide 
campaign against the Viksit 
Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar 
and Ajeevika Mission (Gram-
in) Act, which replaces the 
UPA-era Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act.

The ruling BJP is mean-
while running a counter 
campaign to highlight the new 
legislation as reformist and 
necessary to plug loopholes 
of the old law.

The Union Budget will also 
be presented at a time when 
US President Donald Trump's 
tariffs have upended the glob-
al economic order.

According to an inter-
nal circular, the Lok Sabha 
has provisionally allotted 
three days -- February 2 to 4 
-- for discussion on the Mo-
tion of Thanks on the Pres-
ident's Address. There will 
be no Zero Hour January 28 
and February 1.

Ahead of Budget 
Session, govt 
convenes all-party 
meet Jan 27
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Kolkata, Jan 24: Nobel lau-
reate Amartya Sen has voiced 
deep unease over the SIR pro-
cess in West Bengal, warning 
that the exercise is being con-
ducted with “undue haste” and 
may jeopardise democratic par-
ticipation, particularly with the 
assembly elections approach-
ing in a few months.

The economist, speaking to 
PTI from Boston, refl ected on 
the democratic value of elec-
toral roll revisions and the cir-
cumstances under which they 
can strengthen voting rights. 
He stressed that such an exer-
cise must be conducted with 
care and adequate time, which 
he believes are “missing” in 
Bengal's case. “A thorough 
review of electoral rolls done 
carefully with adequate time 
can be a good democratic pro-
cedure, but this is not what is 
happening in West Bengal at 

this time,” Sen said.
“The SIR is being done in a 

hurry, with inadequate time 
for people with voting rights 
to have suffi cient opportunity 
to submit documents to vindi-
cate their entitlement to vote in 
the coming assembly elections. 
This is both unjust to the elec-
torate and unfair to Indian de-
mocracy,” he said.

Speaking of his experience 
during the special intensive 
revision in Bengal, Sen said 
time pressure was evident even 

among poll offi cials.
“Sometimes, the offi cials of the 

Election Commission themselves 
seem to lack enough time.”

“When they questioned my 
right to vote from my home 
constituency in Santiniketan 
“ from where I have voted 
earlier, and where my name, 
address and other details are 
registered in offi cial records “ 
they questioned me about my 
deceased mother's age at my 
date of birth, even though, as 
a voter herself, my mother's 
details, like mine, were stored 
also in their own offi cial re-
cords,” he said. The celebrat-
ed economist described the 
documentation challenges he 
encountered, noting that these 
diffi culties are common for ma-
ny Indians born in rural areas.

Sen was summoned for a 
hearing after a “logical discrep-
ancy” was fl agged over an age 
difference between him and his 
mother.

SIR in Bengal done in hurry: Amartya Sen
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New Delhi, Jan 24: The Re-
public Day long weekend be-
ginning Saturday is driving a 
surge in travel with hotels and 
resorts witnessing an increase 
in bookings led by high de-
mand, refl ecting a decisive shift 
in traveller behaviour and the 
rise of micro-getaways, indus-
try players said.

The increasing preference 
for short, experience-led hol-
idays is emerging as a strong 
trend shaping the country’s lei-
sure travel market. Moreover, 
destinations with direct fl ight 
connectivity to multiple desti-
nations like Goa, Thailand and 
Vietnam are also experiencing 
high demand from Indian trav-
ellers for the long weekend, ac-
cording to travel booking plat-

forms. K B Kachru, President, 
Hotel Association of India and 
Chairman, South Asia, Radis-
son Hotel Group, told PTI that 
the long weekend is witnessing 
strong traction across the hos-
pitality sector, underscoring 

a decisive shift in traveller 
behaviour towards shorter yet 
high-value getaways.

“Hotels are reporting a spike 
in demand for wellness-led 
stays, curated local experienc-
es, and fl exible booking pat-
terns-particularly from urban 

travellers seeking quick resets 
without long planning cycles. 
Properties across established 
leisure hubs and emerging 
micro-destinations are seeing 
higher occupancies, stronger 
last-minute bookings, and 
growing interest in person-

alised, experience-fi rst offer-
ings,” Kachru stated.

Rajesh Magow, Co-founder 
and Group CEO, MakeMyTrip, 
said the appetite for weekend 
travel remains strong, with the 
extended Republic Day week-
end presenting an opportunity 
for travel. Nikhil Sharma, Man-
aging Director & COO, South 
Asia, Radisson Hotel Group, 
said as the fi rst long weekend 
of 2026, the Republic Day break 
is emerging as a strong demand 
window, refl ecting an increas-
ing preference for short, expe-
rience-led holidays.

Rahool Macarius, Market 
Managing Director, Eurasia, 
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts 
said: “We are witnessing an 
unprecedented surge in travel 
demand as the upcoming ex-
tended weekend approaches.”

Happy R-Day, says India as travel peaks for weekend
The increasing preference 
for short, experience-led 

holidays is emerging 
as a strong trend 

shaping the country’s 
leisure travel market

Moreover, destinations with 
direct fl ight connectivity to 
multiple destinations like 

Goa, Thailand and Vietnam 
are also experiencing 

high demand from Indian 
travellers for the long 
weekend, according to 

travel booking platforms
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New Delhi, Jan 24: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi Saturday 
alleged that what is being done 
in Gujarat in the name of SIR is 
a “well-planned, organised, and 
strategic vote chori”, with the 
Election Commission becoming 
a key participant in the “con-
spiracy of vote theft”.

The Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha said the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls has been trans-
formed into a weapon to de-
stroy the constitutional right of 
“one person, one vote”, so that 
the BJP, not the people, decides 
who will be in power.

“Wherever there’s SIR, 
there’s vote theft. What is being 
done in Gujarat in the name of 
SIR is not any kind of admin-
istrative process, it is a well-
planned, organised, and strate-
gic vote chori,” Rahul Gandhi 
said in a post in Hindi on X.

The most shocking and dan-

gerous thing is that thousands 
upon thousands of objections 
were fi led under the same 
name, he claimed.

“Votes were selectively re-
moved from specifi c commu-
nities and booths that support 
the Congress party. Wherever 
the BJP sees a potential defeat, 
voters are simply made to dis-
appear from the system,” Rahul  
alleged.

“This same pattern was seen 
in Aland. The same thing hap-
pened in Rajura. And now the 
same blueprint is being imple-
mented in Gujarat, Rajasthan, 
and every state where SIR has 
been imposed,” he said.

“The most serious truth is 
that the Election Commission 
is no longer the protector of de-
mocracy, but has become a key 
participant in this conspiracy 
of vote theft,” Rahul said.

His remarks came over Gu-
jarat Congress’ social media 
post in which it alleged that 
after Rahul Gandhi exposed 

vote manipulation, the BJP 
has adopted a next-level model 
of election rigging.

“Election rigging means the 
theft of your voting rights, and 
this new game has come to 
light in Gujarat. According to 
the rules, the Election Commis-
sion, after the SIR, released the 
draft list and began accepting 
objections, setting January 18 
as the fi nal date. Only a hand-
ful of objections were received 
until January 15, but the real 
game began afterward. Under 
a conspiracy, millions of objec-
tions (Form 7) were suddenly 
submitted,” the party’s state 
unit claimed.

When the Election Commis-
sion released the 1.2 million 
objections, it became clear 
that rules were being fl outed 
to target specifi c castes, com-
munities, and regions. Dozens 
of objections were fi led in the 
name of a single person, with 
different names and signatures, 
while the Election Commission 
remained a “silent spectator”, 
it further alleged.

“When the main opposition 
party writes a letter request-
ing information about the 
objections, they receive no re-
sponse, making the election rig-
ging completely evident. This 
is because the Election Com-
mission has mortgaged both 
its responsibility and account-
ability to the ruling party,” the 
party claimed.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Jan 24: In a 
suspected sabotage, a blast on 
a railway track in the dedicat-
ed freight corridor in Sirhind 
in Punjab's Fatehgarh Sahib 
district damaged the engine 
of a train and left a loco pilot 
injured, police said Saturday.

While Deputy Inspector 
General of Police (Ropar 
Range) Nanak Singh said it 
was too early to say if it was a 
terror incident, an unver-
ifi ed statement attributed 
to a banned terrorist out-
fi t, Khalistan Zindabad 
Force, appeared on social me-
dia in which it purportedly 
claimed responsibility for the 
blast that occurred at around 
9.50 pm Friday, ahead of the 
Republic Day. 

“Last night, we received in-
formation that a minor blast 
took place here... The loco pilot 
sustained a minor cut on his 
cheek. He is out of danger,” the 
DIG, who visited the site, said.

According to the police, the 
injured was identified as Anil 
Sharma, who works with the 

Dedicated Freight Corridor 
Corporation. Fatehgarh Sa-
hib's Senior Superintendent 
of Police Shubham Aggarwal 
said the affected train was on 
a footplate inspection and was 
coming from Gobindgarh to-
wards Sirhind.

Following the blast, there 
was a crack in the rail track, 
he said. The engine's glass 
pane was damaged in the 
blast, he said, adding the rail 

track has now been repaired 
and is fully functional. The 
explosion caused panic in the 
nearby village of Khanpur. “It 
was a loud sound, which was 
heard through the village,” a 
resident said. 

A case under Section 150 
(maliciously wrecking or at-
tempting to wreck a train) 
under the Railways Act has 
been registered in the matter, 
a Government Railway Police 
official said.

 Opposition parties in Pun-
jab Saturday lashed out at the 
AAP government over the 
blast, alleging it was a "clear 
failure" of the Bhagwant 
Mann dispensation, which 
presided over the "complete 
collapse of law and order in 
the state."

Blast rocks rly track in 
Punjab; loco pilot hurt

VOTE CHORI

EC a key participant 
in conspiracy: Rahul
The Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha said the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls has been transformed into a weapon to destroy the constitutional right of 

“one person, one vote”, so that the BJP, not the people, decides who will be in power

The incident, just days before 
Republic Day (January 26), has 
triggered a multi-agency probe

Police have termed it a “minor 
blast” and said the motive and 
nature of the explosion are still 

under investigation, 
cautioning against 

premature conclusions  



ECONOMY 
UPDATE 
Rupee = Historic 
Low
Markets = Historic 
Fall
Gold & Silver = 

Historic High
FIIs = Historic Selling
Middle class portfolios = collateral 
damage
Why no statement from the 
Finance Minister? 
1 USD= RS 92
 @pushpendrakum
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national
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
PRESIDENT LANDS IN DELHI
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen kick-started 
her four-day visit to India to fi rm up a series of big-ticket initiatives 
to signifi cantly expand two-way ties. President of the European 
Council Antonio Costa and von der Leyen will hold summit talks 
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi January 27 amid 
increasing global concerns over disruptions caused by the Trump 
administration's economic and security policies

The goal must 
be to transform 

access to justice from 
a passive right to a 
state-guaranteed service. 
Justice delayed is not 
only justice denied but it 
is justice destroyed
SURYA KANT | CJI

President to address 
nation on R-Day eve
New Delhi: President Droupadi 
Murmu will address the 
nation Sunday on the eve of 
the Republic Day, her offi ce 
has said. The address will be 
broadcast from 7 pm on the 
entire national network of 
Akashvani and telecast over 
all channels of Doordarshan in 
Hindi followed by the English 
version, it said Saturday. 

16 IEDs, explosives, 
gelatin sticks recovered 
Bijapur: A total of 16 beer 
bottle-based improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs) were 
recovered in Chhattisgarh's 
Bijapur district Sunday in an 
anti-Naxal operation, a police 
offi cial said. The 16 pressure 
IEDs, found in a forest patch 
between Bandepara and 
Neelamargu villages under 
Madder police station limits, 
were defused by the Bomb 
Disposal Squad, he added. 
"In the same operation, a 
joint team of DRG, local police 
and CRPF recovered a large 
quantity of explosives and 
other Maoist materials from 
different locations in the area." 

CEC: SIR rollout in 
remaining states soon
New Delhi: Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar Saturday said the 
special intensive revision of 
voters' lists in the remaining 
states will be rolled out 
soon as he described "pure" 
electoral rolls as the bedrock 
of democracy. On the eve of 
the Election Commission's 
foundation day -- also 
celebrated as National Voters' 
Day -- Kumar said the revision 
exercise is presently being 
conducted "smoothly" in 12 
states and Union territories. 

Punjabis 
have always 
been ready to 

sacrifi ce their lives 
for the country. 
When a bullet 
comes from the 
enemy side, they are the fi rst to 
face it, whether in Kargil, Jaisalm-
er, Ganganagar, or Bikaner. This 
spirit comes from our gurus, and 
sacrifi ce runs in our DNA

BHAGWANT MANN | PUNJAB CM

We are send-
ing a message 
that under the 

leadership of Ku-
maraswamy, JD(S) 
is strong. This 
message should 
be sent to our opponents who held 
two rallies in this district and have 
tried to completely destroy 
Revanna’s leadership 

H D DEVE GOWDA | JD(S) PATRIARCH

Mandating 
only an ap-
pearance has 

no academic ratio-
nale and appears 
designed solely 
to normalise and 
expand NEET across society. This 
would only end up forcing millions 
in the country to avail coaching, 
thus profi ting NEET coaching cen-
tres at the cost of poor families

M K STALIN | TAMIL NADU CM

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Noida, Jan 24: A grim curi-
osity surrounds the spot in 
Noida where a 27-year-old te-
chie drowned last week in a 
water-fi lled trench, as pass-
ers-by stop to inquire and take 
pictures of the site, while ques-
tioning the role and responsi-
bility of civic authorities.

Residents and commuters 
were seen peering into the 
area of Noida's Sector 150 and 
asking security personnel and 
media persons whether it was 

the same location where the 
software engineer was allegedly 
pleading for help for hours after 
his car plunged into the ditch.

Many paused briefl y to take 
photographs and videos, dis-
cussing where the onus falls. 
Rakesh Chauhan, a retired 
teacher in his early 60s, slowed 
his car while passing through 
the area and asked, “Is this the 
place where the boy drowned?” 

Expressing anguish, he said 
the tragedy refl ected "gross neg-
ligence" and lamented that the 

victim could have been saved 
had timely efforts been made.

A car driver, Raman, point-
ed out that the trench lay on-
ly a few metres from the road 

and involved a sharp drop. 
"There were no barricades, re-
flectors, warning signboards 
or streetlights before the in-
cident," he said, adding that 

safety arrangements were put 
in place only after the tragedy. 
"If these steps had been tak-
en earlier, his life could have 
been saved," he said before 
leaving the spot.

A police personnel deployed 
at the site said many people 
stop to inquire about the inci-
dent, often leading to crowding.

A tea vendor located about 
200 metres from the site said 
there were "several other vul-
nerable spots" in the area that 
posed similar risks.

Mithlesh Kasana, a resident 
of Dadri, said the area has seen 
frequent visits by police offi -
cials, a Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) and local residents 
since the incident.

The software engineer died 
in the early hours of Janu-
ary 17 after his car skidded 
in dense fog and plunged into 

an unbarricaded, water-fi lled 
trench in Sector 150 crossing 
over a drain at a sharp, almost 
90-degree turning road. The 
incident triggered widespread 
public outrage, leading the 
Uttar Pradesh government to 
remove the Noida Authority 
CEO on January 19 and earli-
er terminate the services of a 
junior engineer in connection 
with the case.

Police, who have lodged 
cases of negligence, culpable 
homicide not amounting to 
murder and for pollution and 
violations of environment laws, 
have arrested three builders 
and launched a probe against 
real estate developers MZ Wiz-
town and Lotus Greens, while 
investigations are continuing 
to fi x accountability for the 
lapses that allegedly led to the 
fatal accident.

Techie death: Accident site draws curious crowds
Residents and commuters were seen peering 

into the area of Noida's Sector 150 and asking security 
personnel and media persons whether it was the same 

location where the software engineer was allegedly 
pleading for help for hours after his car plunged 

into the ditch
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New Delhi, Jan 24: The Su-
preme Court has sought re-
sponses from the Centre, the 
CBI and others on a plea fi led by 
a 78-year-old retired banker who 
was duped of Rs 23 crore after 
allegedly being put under “dig-
ital arrest” for nearly a month.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justice Joym-
alya Bagchi has issued notices 
to the Union of India, Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI), 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
and others on the plea fi led by 
Naresh Malhotra.

The plea has sought direc-
tions to the banks involved to 
deposit the defrauded amount 
of Rs 22.92 crore in the petition-
er's accounts.

Malhotra has made the Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, HDFC Bank, 
Axis Bank, ICICI Bank, Indus 
Ind Bank, City Union Bank and 
Yes Bank parties to the case.

Cyber fraudsters posing as 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
and CBI offi cials duped the re-
tired banker from south Del-
hi's Gulmohar Park area of Rs 
23 crore by allegedly putting 
him under “digital arrest” for 

nearly a month.
The accused allegedly told 

the victim that his Aadhaar 
card was involved in narcotics 
traffi cking, terror funding and 
the Pulwama terror attack, and 
confi ned him to his fl at under 
the pretext of investigation, an 
offi cer said.

“The scammers directed him 
not to step out of his house and 
coerced him into transferring 
his savings to various bank ac-
counts over a span of a month,” 
police said.

According to police, the vic-
tim has stated in his complaint 

that the ordeal began August 4 
last year, when he received a 
call from a man claiming to be a 
Mumbai Police offi cer. The call-
er accused him of being linked 
to a drug-traffi cking racket.

Subsequently, fraudsters 
impersonating ED and CBI of-
fi cials also contacted him.

“Out of fear, the victim com-
plied with their instructions 
and kept transferring mon-
ey from his bank accounts to 
the accounts specifi ed by the 
fraudsters. The accused also 
threatened the victim of dire 
consequences if he revealed 
the matter to anyone,” police 
added.

Realising that he was duped, 
Malhotra got a complaint 
lodged on the National Cyber-
crime Reporting Portal (NCRP) 
September 19 last year, follow-
ing which the matter was trans-
ferred to the Intelligence Fu-
sion and Strategic Operations 
(IFSO) unit. Police had said an 
FIR was registered and Rs 12.11 
crore of the cheated amount 
were frozen in various bank 
accounts.

SC issues notice to Centre, CBI, RBI
DIGITAL ARRESTA bench of Chief Justice 

Surya Kant and Justice 
Joymalya Bagchi has 
issued notices to the 

Union of India, Central 
Bureau of Investigation, 

Reserve Bank of India and 
others on the plea fi led by 

Naresh Malhotra

Over 70 fugitives wanted
by India located abroad 
during 2024-25: Report
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 24: Over 70 
fugitives, wanted by India, were 
located abroad during 2024-25, 
according to an offi cial report. 
As many as 203 fugitives wanted 
by other countries were detect-
ed/located in India during the 
same period.

A total of 71 “wanted per-
sons/fugitives wanted by In-
dia” were located abroad in 
2024-25, according to the an-
nual report of the Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances 
and Pensions.

The number of such wanted 
fugitives located abroad is the 
highest in the over a decade time, 
offi cials claimed.  A total of 27 fu-
gitives/wanted persons returned 
to India, from abroad in the last 
fi nancial year, said the ministry's 
annual report for 2024-25.

It also gave details on the 
working of the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI), which 
acts as the National Central 
Bureau (NCB) -- the nodal point 
for Interpol in India.

During the period of April, 
2024 to March, 2025, 74 Let-
ters Rogatory (LRs) were sent 
abroad, out of which 54 per-
tained to CBI cases and 20 of 
them to state law enforcement 
and other central agencies, the 
report said.  

It was confi rmed by Indian law 
enforcement agencies including 
CBI that 47 LRs were fully execut-
ed during the said period and 29 
were disposed of as closed/with-
drawn on partial execution. 

As March 31, 2025, a total 
533 LRs were pending with 
other countries, out of which 
276 pertained to CBI cases and 
257 to state police and other 
central law enforcement 
agencies.  As many as 32 LRs/
treaty based requests were re-
ceived from various countries 
requesting to provide assis-
tance in the investigation of 
criminal matters. Visitors enjoy sledge rides after snowfall, in Gulmarg, Jammu and Kashmir PTI PHOTO
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Hyderabad, Jan 24: In a fresh 
incident of alleged stray dogs 
killing in Telangana, about 300 
canines were allegedly killed 
in Jagtial district, taking the 
toll to 900, animal rights activ-
ists claimed.

The killings are suspected to 
have been carried out by some 
elected representatives, includ-
ing Sarpanchs, allegedly to ful-
fi ll promises made to villagers 
ahead of gram panchayat elec-
tions held in December last year, 
to address the stray dog menace.

The latest incident came 
to light after a complaint was 
lodged, alleging that 300 stray 
dogs were killed in Pegadapally 
village by administering poison-

ous injections  January 22.
Blaming the village Sarpanch 

and Gram Panchayat secre-
tary for the gruesome act, the 
complaint alleged that the for-
mer hired few individuals to 
kill the strays.

Based on the complaint, po-
lice registered an FIR against 
the duo under relevant sections 
of BNS and Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals Act, police said  
Saturday.

Inspector Ch Kiran said, 
during the inquest, around 70 to 
80 dog carcasses were exhumed 
from the burial site. The burial 
appeared to have taken place 
three to four days ago.

“At this stage, we cannot 
confi rm the involvement of the 
accused persons in the incident,” 
he said, adding that post-mor-
tem reports were awaited and 
further investigation was in 
progress.

In January alone, several inci-
dents of stray dog killings were 
reported in the state.

As per the complaint lodged 
by animal rights activists, 100 
dogs were allegedly poisoned to 
death at Yacharam village near 
here January 19 though 50 car-
casses were found immediately.

T’gana: 900 strays killed
so far, sarpanch booked

CBSE mandates mental
health, career counselors
in all affi liated schools
New Delhi: In a signifi cant policy 
reform aimed at strengthening 
students’mental health and 
providing them with career 
guidance, the Central Board of 
Secondary Education has made 
the appointment of socio-
emotional and career counsellors 
mandatory in all affi liated 
schools. For this, the national 
education board amended Clause 
2.4.12 of the CBSE Affi liation 
Bye-Laws, 2018, following a 
Public Interest Litigation (PIL) 
fi led before the Rajasthan High 
Court in July 2025 by Kota-based 
advocate Sujeet Swami and some 
psychology experts. The PIL 
highlighted rising mental health 
challenges among students, 
including academic stress and lack 
of structured career guidance, and 
sought mandatory provisions for 
qualifi ed counsellors and a uniform 
mental health support framework 
in schools. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kozhikode (Kerala), Jan 24: 
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor 
Saturday said he has never 
violated the party's stated 
positions in Parliament, as-
serting that his only public dis-
agreement in principle was over 
Operation Sindhoor.

Answering questions during 
a session at the Kerala Liter-
ature Festival here, Tharoor 
said he had taken a strong stand 
on that issue and remained 
"unapologetic".

His statement comes amidst 
recent reports stating "Tharoor's 
differences with the party lead-
ership", with a speculation that 
he is upset over Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi not adequate-
ly acknowledging his presence 
at a recent event in Kochi and 
over alleged repeated attempts 
by state leaders to sideline him.

Explaining his position, Tha-
roor said that, as an observer and 
writer, he had written a newspa-
per column after the Pahalgam 
incident, stating that it should 
not go unpunished and that there 
should be a kinetic response.

Earlier, answering questions 
during a session at the Kerala 
Literature Festival here, Tharoor 
said he had taken a strong stand 
on 'Operation Sindoor' and re-
mained "unapologetic," about it.

Explaining his position, Tha-
roor said that as an observer, 
commentator and writer, he had 
written a newspaper column af-
ter the Pahalgam terror attack, 
stating that it should not go un-
punished and that there should 
be a kinetic response. 

He said that while India is fo-
cused on development, it should 
not be dragged into a prolonged 
confl ict with Pakistan, and that 
any action should be limited to 
targeting terrorist camps.

Tharoor said that to his sur-
prise, the Indian government 
did exactly what he had recom-
mended.

"How could I be expected to 

criticise it when I myself rec-
ommended it. I supported it fully 
throughout Operation Sindoor 
and afterwards," he said.

When the government 
sent him abroad as part of a 
multi-party delegation over Op-
eration Sindoor, his party, for 
some reason, did not like it.

"You can speak to them and 
fi nd out," he said  Tharoor said 
it was Jawaharlal Nehru who 
posed the famous question: 
"Who lives if India dies." 

"When India is at stake, when 
India's security and its place in 
the world are involved, India 
comes fi rst," he said.

 He added that political parties 
may have differences as part of 
the process of building a better 
India, but when national inter-
ests are involved, India must 
prevail.

 Terrorists had gunned down 
26 people, mostly tourists, in 
Jammu and Kashmir's Pahal-
gam in April 2025, sending 
shockwaves across the country. 
In response, India launched Op-
eration Sindoor, a precision mil-
itary offensive targeting terror 
launchpads in Pakistan.

Tharoor’s remarks come 
amid reports that he is upset 
over Rahul not adequately 
acknowledging his presence 
at a recent event in Kochi 
and over alleged repeated 
attempts by state party 
leaders to sideline him

Unapologetic on
Op Sindoor: Tharoor 
on issues with Cong
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META PAUSES TEEN 
ACCESS TO AI CHARACTERS
Meta is halting teens’ access to artifi cial 
intelligence characters, at least temporar-
ily, the company said in a blog post Friday. 
Meta Platforms Inc, which own Instagram 
and WhatsApp, said that starting in the 
“coming weeks,” teens will no longer be 
able to access AI characters “until the up-
dated experience is ready”

The central focus 
of the discus-
sions was the 
possible param-
eters for ending 
the war 
VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY | 
PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

Java island landslide 
kills at least 8 
Jakarta (Indonesia): A 
predawn landslide triggered 
by torrential rains on 
Indonesia’s main island of Java 
killed at least eight people 
Saturday and left 82 missing 
as rescuers struggled through 
deep mud, searching for 
survivors. Days of torrential 
rains had caused rivers to 
burst their banks, tearing 
through Pasir Langu village 
in the West Bandung district 
of West Java province. Mud, 
rocks and trees tumbled down 
the mountainside, burying 
some 34 houses. Rescuers 
were searching for the 82 
residents feared buried under 
heaps of mud and debris, 
while 24 people managed 
to escape the disaster, said 
spokesperson Abdul Muhari 
of the National Disaster 
Management Agency.

US envoys meet 
with Netanyahu
Cairo: American offi cials 
met with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
Saturday, urging Israel to 
move into the second phase 
of the ceasefi re that stopped 
the war in Gaza. Netanyahu 
met with President Donald 
Trump’s envoy Steve Witkoff 
and Jared Kushner, Trump’s 
son-in-law and Middle East 
adviser, according to the 
Prime Minister’s Offi ce. The 
US is anxious to keep the 
Trump-brokered deal moving, 
but Netanyahu is facing 
pressure from within Israel 
not to progress to the second 
phase until Hamas returns the 
body of the last hostage it is 
holding in Gaza. The Rafah 
border crossing is both a 
symbolic and logistical step 
that is the biggest signal 
of the commencement of 
second phase, and many 
outside Israel are eager to 
see it open.

Suicide bombing at 
Pak wedding kills 7
Pakistan: The death toll 
from a suicide bombing 
at a wedding near the 
Afghan border rose to 
seven Saturday, police 
said, as Pakistan struggles 
to deal with a rising wave 
of militant attacks. The 
bombing tore through a 
building housing members 
of a peace committee during 
a wedding ceremony Friday 
in northwestern Pakistan’s 
Dera Ismail Khan district, said 
police offi cial Muhammad 
Adnan. The committees are 
made up of local residents 
and elders and supported 
by Islamabad as part of its 
efforts to counter Islamist 
militants in the regions 
along the Afghan border. 
The four, who were among 
nearly a dozen people hurt in 
the attack, died in hospital, 
Adnan added. Three people 
were confi rmed dead Friday.

I am optimis-
tic about a 
high-stakes 

White House 
meeting with US 
President Donald 
Trump scheduled 
for Feb 3

GUSTAVO PETRO |  PRESIDENT, COLOMBIA

I fully 
understand 
that Danish 

veterans have 
said no words 
can describe how 
much this hurts. It 
is unacceptable that the Amer-
ican President questions the 
commitment of allied soldiers in 
Afghanistan

METTE FREDERIKSEN  | 
PRIME MINISTER , DENMARK

Instead of fi x-
ing the United 
Nations, 

what’s happening? 
President Trump 
is proposing to 
create a new U.N. 
where only he is the owner

LUIZ INACIO LULA DA SILVA  |  
PRESIDENT, BRAZIL

SHORT TAKES
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Washington, Jan 24: Presi-
dent Donald Trump Saturday 
threatened to impose a 100 per 
cent tariff on goods import-
ed from Canada if America’s 
northern neighbour went ahead 
with its trade deal with China.

Trump said in a social media 
post that if Canadian Prime 
Minister Mark Carney “thinks 
he is going to make Canada a 
Drop Off Port’ for China to 
send goods and products into 
the United States, he is sorely 
mistaken.”

While Trump has waged a 
trade war over the past year, 
Canada this month negotiated a 
deal to lower tariffs on Chinese 
electric vehicles in return for 
lower import taxes on Canadi-
an farm products.

Trump initially had said 
that agreement was what Car-
ney “should be doing and it’s 
a good thing for him to sign a 
trade deal.”

Carney’s offi ce did not imme-
diately respond to a request for 
comment.

Trump’s threat came amid 

an escalating war of words 
with Carney as the Republi-
can president’s push to ac-
quire Greenland strained the 
NATO alliance. Trump had 
commented while in Davos, 
Switzerland, this week that 
“Canada lives because of the 
United States.” Carney shot 
back that his nation can be an 
example that the world does 
not have to bend toward auto-
cratic tendencies.

Trump later revoked his in-

vitation to Carney to join the 
president’s “Board of Peace” 
that he is forming to try to re-
solve global confl icts.

Trump’s push to acquire 
Greenland has come after he 
has repeatedly needled Can-
ada over its sovereignty and 
suggested it also be absorbed 
the United States as a 51st 
state.

He resumed that this week, 
posting an altered image on 
social media showing a map 

of the United States that in-
cluded Canada, Venezuela, 
Greenland and Cuba as part 
of its territory.

In his message Saturday, 
Trump continued his provo-
cations by calling Canada’s 
leader “Governor Carney.” 
Trump had used the same 
nickname for Carney’s pre-
decessor, Justin Trudeau, 
and his use of it toward Car-
ney was the latest mark of 
their soured relationship.

Trump warns of 100% tariffs
US-CANADA TRADE TENSIONS RISE

Trump said in a social 
media post that if 
Canadian Prime 
Minister Mark Carney 
thinks he is going to 
make Canada a Drop 
Off Port’ for China 
to send goods and 
products into the 
United States, he is 
sorely mistaken

REUTERS

Kyiv, Jan 24: Russia 
launched another vast attack 
on Ukraine’s energy system in 
the small hours of Saturday, 
rocking Kyiv with explosions 
throughout the night and leav-
ing 1.2 million properties with-
out power countrywide.

Nearly 6,000 buildings in 
the capital were left without 
heating Saturday morning as 
temperatures hovered around 
-10 degrees Celsius (14 F). Ma-
ny residents’ apartments were 
already freezing cold from dis-
ruption to the city’s centralised 
heat distribution system follow-
ing previous attacks.

Moscow carried out the 
strikes as trilateral, US-bro-
kered talks between Russia 
and Ukraine continued into a 
second day in the UAE, with 
no sign of compromise Friday.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
said one person was killed in 
the capital city and four in-
jured, including three being 
treated in hospital, while 19 
people including a child were 
wounded in Ukraine’s second 
city, Kharkiv.

Russia, which has pum-
melled Ukraine’s power grid 

since its full-scale invasion in 
2022, is conducting its heaviest 
bombardment campaign on 
energy facilities this winter, 
leaving people across Ukraine 
with only a few hours of power 
a day and some without heat or 
water.

Over 800,000 people in the 
capital and another 400,000 in 
the northern region of Cherni-
hiv were without power after 
the latest attacks, Deputy Prime 
Minister Oleksiy Kuleba said.

Ukraine’s air force said Rus-
sia had unleashed 375 drones 
and 21 missiles, including two 
of its rarely deployed Tsirkon 
ballistic missiles, in its over-
night attack.

The sky over Kyiv was lit up 
by regular orange fl ashes as air 
defences fi red on missiles and 
drones descending on the cap-
ital, with loud booms echoing 
around the city’s tall buildings.

Tymur Tkachenko, head of 
Kyiv’s military administration, 
reported strikes in at least four 
districts. A medical facility was 
among the buildings damaged.

Before Saturday, Kyiv had 
already endured two mass 
overnight attacks since the 
New Year that have knocked 
out power and heating to hun-
dreds of residential buildings.

Emergency workers were still 
engaged in restoring services to 
residents that had been knocked 
out by those attacks, and Klitsc-
hko said many of the buildings 
that had lost heating Saturday 
had only recently had it re-
stored. In Kharkiv, a frequent 
target 30 km (18 miles) from 
the Russian border and much 
closer to eastern battlefronts, 
Mayor Ihor Terekhov said 25 
drones had hit several districts.

Moscow carried out 
the strikes as 
trilateral, US-brokered 
talks between Russia 
and Ukraine continued 
into a second day in 
the UAE, with no sign 
of compromise Friday

Russian air attack on 
Ukraine knocks out 
power for millions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Jan 24: Indians are 
the most abandoned national-
ity of seafarers for the second 
consecutive year as 1,125 cases 
of abandonment were logged at 
the end of 2025, a UK-headquar-
tered global union of transport 
workers has found.

The International Transport 
Workers’ Federation (ITF) said 
that abandonment worldwide 
hit record levels last year as 
it released new data showing 
6,223 seafarers abandoned 
across 410 ships.

The ITF welcomed the Indi-
an government’s “blacklisting” 
measures to protect its seafar-

ers from ships as a result of re-
peat abandonments and other 
bad practices.

“It’s nothing short of a dis-
grace that, yet again, we are 
seeing record numbers of sea-
farers abandoned by unscrupu-
lous ship owners,” said David 
Heindel, Chair of the ITF Sea-
farers’ Section.

“Every day, all around the 
world, seafarers face horrif-
ic violations of their human 
and labour rights, all so that 
bottom-feeding companies can 
make a quick buck at their ex-
pense. It’s very clear that this is 
a systemic issue in the industry 
and that means we need the en-
tire industry to come together 

with seafarers and their unions 
to say, ‘enough is enough’, and 
take action together to end this 
crisis,” he said.

Seafarer abandonment is de-
fi ned by the International Mari-
time Organisation (IMO), head-
quartered in London, under 
three criteria: failing to cover 

the cost of a seafarer’s repatri-
ation; leaving a seafarer with-
out necessary maintenance and 
support; unilaterally severing 
ties with a seafarer, including 
failure to pay contractual wag-
es for a period of at least two 
months.

According to the ITF analy-

sis, the worst region for aban-
donment was the Middle East, 
followed by Europe. The two 
countries where most ship 
abandons took place and the 
highest number of vessels on 
which abandonments occurred 
were Turkiye (61) and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (54) both of 
which were found to have 
signifi cantly higher abandon-
ments than any other country.

The ITF data, to be submitted 
in a report to the IMO ahead of 
its discussion at a legal com-
mittee meeting later this year, 
also shows that seafarers were 
owed a total of 25.8 million dol-
lars in 2025 as a consequence of 
the abandonments. From this 
total, the ITF said it has recov-
ered and returned 16.5 million 
dollars to seafarers.

“In 2025, we’ve yet again 
seen the worst year on record 
for seafarer abandonment. 
But this isn’t just a story about 

numbers, these are the peo-
ple the workers who keep our 
economy moving forward being 
forced into absolutely desperate 
situations, far from home and 
often without any clear resolu-
tion in sight,” said ITF General 
Secretary Stephen Cotton.

“As we’ve long said, the solu-
tions to abandonment lie in 
accountability in the shipping 
industry ensuring that ship 
owners can’t dodge their re-
sponsibilities. The International 
Maritime Organisation must be 
given more power to play a co-
ordinating role in eradicating 
abandonment,” he said.

The union has been cam-
paigning against the misuse 
of the ‘Flags of Convenience’ 
(FOC) system. An FOC vessel 
is one that fl ies the fl ag of a 
country other than the coun-
try of ownership, at the same 
time adopting the regulations 
set down by that fl ag.

The International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF) 
said that abandonment worldwide hit record levels last 

year as it released new data showing 6,223 seafarers 
abandoned across 410 ships

Indian crew world’s most abandoned seafarers in 2025

REUTERS

Beijing, Jan 24: China’s most 
senior general is under in-
vestigation, China’s defence 
ministry said Saturday, in the 
highest-profi le purge to date of 
senior military leadership just 
as Beijing modernises its forces 
and tries to further project its 
might.

Zhang Youxia serves as sec-
ond-in-command under Presi-
dent Xi Jinping as vice-chair-
man of the Central Military 
Commission - the supreme 

command body - and has long 
been seen as Xi’s closest mili-
tary ally.

The ministry said Zhang 
and Liu Zhenli, chief of staff 
of the CMC’s Joint Staff De-
partment, were under inves-
tigation for suspected seri-
ous violations of discipline 
and law.

Zhang is also a member of 
the elite Politburo of the ruling 
Communist Party and is one of 
just a few leading offi cers with 
combat experience.

The military was one of the 

main targets of a broad corrup-
tion crackdown ordered by Xi 
in 2012. That drive reached the 
upper echelons of the People’s 
Liberation Army in 2023 when 
the elite Rocket Force was tar-
geted.

Zhang’s removal is the 
second of a sitting general 
on the Central Military Com-
mission since the 1966-76 
Cultural Revolution. He has 
not been seen in public since 
November 20, when he held 
talks with Russia’s defence 
minister in Moscow.

China places highest-ranking 
general under investigation

REUTERS

Minneapolis, Jan 24: A man 
shot by federal agents in Min-
neapolis Saturday has died, lo-
cal and federal offi cials said, the 
second fatal shooting involving 
federal agents this month during 
a surge in immigration enforce-
ment in the northern US city.

The man, who has not been 
identifi ed, was armed with a 
handgun and two magazines, 
the Department of Homeland 
Security said in a statement.

A video circulating on so-
cial media and aired on cable 
news stations showed people 
wearing masks and tactical 
vests wrestling with a man on 
a snow-covered street before 
shots are heard. In the video, 
the man falls to the ground, and 
several more shots are heard.

Minnesota Governor Tim 
Walz called for an immediate 
end to the Trump administra-
tion’s immigration enforce-
ment operations in the state.

“I just spoke with the White 
House after another horrifi c 
shooting by federal agents this 
morning,” Walz wrote on social 
media platform X. “This is sick-
ening. The President must end 
this operation. Pull the thou-
sands of violent, untrained of-
fi cers out of Minnesota. Now.”

Tina Smith, a Democratic US 
senator from Minnesota, called 
the shooting “catastrophic.”

Minneapolis offi cials urged 
calm as the incident is inves-
tigated. Video from the area 
showed immigration agents 
deploying tear gas on a growing 
crowd of onlookers.

Federal agents fatally 
shoot second person 
in Minneapolis 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dallas, Jan 24: More than 
10,000 fl ights across the US set 
to take off over the weekend 
were cancelled as a monster 
storm started to wreak havoc 
Saturday across much of the 
country and threatened to 
knock out power for days and 
snarl major roadways with dan-
gerous ice.

Roughly 140 million people, 
or more than 40 per cent of the 
US population, were under a 
winter storm warning from 
New Mexico to New England. 
The National Weather Service 
forecast warns of widespread 

heavy snow and a band of cat-
astrophic ice stretching from 
east Texas to North Carolina.

All Saturday fl ights were can-
celled at Will Rogers Interna-
tional Airport in Oklahoma City, 
and all Sunday morning fl ights 
also were called off, as offi cials 
aimed to restart service Sunday 
afternoon at Oklahoma’s biggest 
airport. The airport was nearly 
deserted Saturday morning, 
with only a few TSA agents and 
a couple of travellers remaining 
inside the departures side. The 
Texas Department of Transpor-
tation Saturday posted images 
of snow-covered highways in the 
suburbs north of Dallas. 

Winter storm forces over 10,000 
fl ight cancellations across US

Anti-abortion demonstrators walk past the U.S. Capitol on their way to the Supreme Court during the annual 
March for Life in Washington, Friday  PTI PHOTO

IMMIGRATION 
CRACKDOWN



P11
SUNDAY | JANUARY 25, 2026 | BHUBANESWAR

business
ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE BY ICICI LOMBARD
ICICI Lombard General Insurance continues its hel-
met distribution initiative to make every day jour-
neys safer for Indians. In addition to rider safety, the 
company is also working towards impacting millions 
of lives by focusing on Zero Fatality Corridors across 
critical highway stretches such as the Mumbai-Pune 
Expressway (MPEW) and NH27 in Bihar

Commercial production of 
chips is set to begin shortly at 
one of the four semiconductor 
plants where pilot production 
has already started, with the 
fi rst plant expected to begin 
production in February
ASHWINI VAISHNAW | UNION IT MINISTER

Hitachi Energy India 
faces `26cr tax demand
Mumbai: Hitachi Energy 
India Limited said Saturday 
that it has received a tax 
demand notice from the 
Income-tax Department 
for the assessment 
year 2022–23, asking 
the company to pay Rs 
26.07 crore. This amount 
includes Rs 16.40 crore 
as income tax and Rs 9.67 
crore as interest, according 
to the company’s exchange 
fi ling. The company said 
it received the order from 
the Assessment Unit on 
January 23, 2026, at around 
3:39 pm. According to 
Hitachi Energy India, the 
tax demand is linked to 
disallowances related 
to interest on delayed 
receivables and group 
management fees.

Kotak Mahindra 
Q3 profi t rises 4%
New Delhi: Kotak Mahindra 
Bank Saturday reported 
a 4 per cent increase in 
standalone net profit at Rs 
3,446 crore for the third 
quarter ended December 
2025. The Mumbai-based 
private sector lender had 
earned a net profit of Rs 
3,305 crore in the year-
ago period. Total income 
rose to Rs 16,741 crore 
during the quarter under 
review from Rs 16,050 
crore in the same period 
last year, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank said in a regulatory 
filing. The bank's interest 
income also grew to Rs 
13,903 crore, as against Rs 
13,428 crore a year ago. 
Net Interest Income (NII) 
in Q3FY26 increased to Rs 
7,565 crore from Rs 7,196 
crore a year ago. However, 
Net Interest Margin (NIM) 
declined to 4.54 per cent 
from 4.93 per cent in 
the third quarter of the 
previous financial year.

Intel shares tumble
Mumbai: Intel's (INTC.O) 
shares plunged 14% 
Friday after the company 
struggled to meet strong 
artificial intelligence-
driven demand for data-
center chips due to supply 
constraints, disappointing 
investors betting on its 
turnaround. After years 
of sitting out the AI 
boom that turned Nvidia 
(NVDA.O), into the world's 
most valuable company, 
Intel is finally enjoying 
a demand surge for its 
traditional server chips 
that are used alongside 
advanced graphics 
processors in data centers.

SHORT TAKES

This quarter 
marks a 
signifi cant 

milestone as we 
delivered our fi rst 
quarter of net prof-
it, underscoring an 
infl ection point in the Company's 
profi tability journey. Our underly-
ing growth trends remain strong, 
and we see accelerating revenue 
growth momentum into Q4FY26

GAURAV SINGH KUSHWAHA | CEO, BLUESTONE

Hotels are 
reporting 
a spike 

in demand for 
wellness-led stays, 
curated local 
experiences, and 
fl exible booking patterns-par-
ticularly from urban travellers 
seeking quick resets without 
long planning cycles

K B KACHRU | PRESIDENT, 
HOTEL ASSOCIATION OF INDIA

uoteu

The next 
decade of 
India's digital 

economy will be 
built by founders 
who understand 
local consumers 
deeply and scale with global am-
bition. At PayU, we believe India's 
greatest asset is its entrepreneur-
ial spirit

 VINEET SETHI | CHIEF GROWTH 
AND MARKETING OFFICER, PAYU

INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Jan 24: India’s 
QR-code payment network, 
the Unifi ed Payments Interface 
(UPI), is expanding beyond its 
borders, with Japan among 
countries trialing the system to 
serve growing numbers of Indi-
an tourists, a report has said. 

The report from Nikkei Asia 
said that Japanese IT services 
company NTT Data is partner-
ing with National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI) 
to run a trial in Japan in FY26 
that would let Indian tourists 
pay with UPI and have their 
Indian bank accounts debited.

"The companies are consid-
ering ways to connect Japanese 
and Indian payment networks," 

the report said.
The move aims to capture 

a surging number of Indian 
tourists as Japan received 
about 3.15 lakh visitors from 
India in 2025, up 35 per cent 

year-on-year.
McKinsey has projected the 

number of outbound trips from 
India rising from 13 million in 
2022 to 90 million in 2040, as 
growing middle-class incomes 

fuel an appetite for foreign 
trips, the report said.

UPI, launched in 2016 as a 
government-led initiative, has 
become part of everyday life 
and allows a single QR code 
to be used by major payment 
applications. UPI transactions 
rose 42 per cent in fi scal 2024 
to 185.8 billion, and an IMF re-
port in June 2025 called it the 
“world’s largest real-time pay-
ment system.”

NPCI and the Indian gov-
ernment have exported UPI 
to eight countries since 2021, 
including Bhutan, Singapore, 
France, Sri Lanka and the 
UAE, and are helping nations 
such as Peru and Namibia de-
velop similar rails.

The report noted UPI’s rapid 

domestic adoption was driven 
by its shared-platform design 
as well as banks and fi ntech 
companies developing their 
payment apps with UPI as a 
common standard.

UPI accounted for 58 per 
cent of in-store payments in 
India in 2024 and set to rise 
to 76 per cent in 2030, when 
cash transactions could fall 
from 15 per cent to 7 per cent, 
according to US payments 
company Worldpay.

NTT Data, likely to promote 
UPI to Japanese merchants, 
already offers payment ter-
minals for businesses in 
India and Southeast Asia 
with around 6 million Indian 
stores, including e-commerce 
businesses, using its services.

UPI likely to land in Japan with NTT Data: Report

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Jan 24: The tex-
tiles sector in India has seen 
tremendous growth in the last 
decade — from Rs 8.4 lakh crore 
in 2014 to around Rs 16 lakh 
crore today, becoming one of 
the biggest platforms for gener-
ating employment, according to 
the government. 

Textiles Minister Giriraj 
Singh said the domestic market 
also increased from Rs 6 lakh 
crore to Rs 13 lakh crore in 2025, 
while the country’s exports also 
witnessed over 25 per cent rise 
post-pandemic.

Addressing the 74th Edition 
of India International Garment 
Fair (IIGF) here, the minister 
said the IIGF is a trusted plat-
form, and “I can say that the 
India International Garment 
Fair has now become a major 
global platform for internation-
al garment buyers.”

He further said the Naren-
dra Modi government has re-
moved all barriers in textiles, 
be it QCO, increasing RoDTEP 
and RoSCTL schemes, reducing 
import duty by six months and 
rectifying the inverted duty 
structure, etc.

“We have supported the in-
dustry with Rs 50,000 crore 
via RoDTEP and RoSCTL 
schemes,” the minister said.

Singh further stated that the 
challenges have allowed us to 
remain resilient and stable de-
spite headwinds.

“Our export diversifi cation 
drive to 40 new countries is 
showing positive results,” he 
mentioned.

The minister further in-
formed that in Argentina, we 
grew by 77 per cent, Egypt by 
30 per cent, Poland and Japan 
by 20 per cent and Sweden and 
France by 10 per cent, which is 
a very encouraging sign.

The positive news is that the 
India-EU free trade agreement 
will be signed in the next few 
days, he added.

“We have a young workforce, 
raw material and foreign ex-
change surplus, therefore, we 
must see that we achieve all 
targets,” the minister noted.

India is moving away from 
reliance on foreign benchmarks 
and is developing its own stan-
dards through indigenous ini-
tiatives such as VisionNxt and 
IndiaSize.

Dr A Sakthivel, Chairman 
of AEPC said that the pres-
ence of exhibitors from all 
parts of the country high-
lights the depth and breadth 
of our manufacturing ecosys-
tem, while the enthusiastic 
participation of international 
buyers reaffirms confidence 
in Indian capabilities.

“I am happy to share that cu-
mulative RMG exports during 
April–December 2025–26 stood 
at $11,584.3 million, registering 
a growth of 2.4 per cent over the 
corresponding period of the 
previous year,” he added.

Indian textiles sector 
doubles, exports rise 
over 25 pc: Minister

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: Mala-
bar Gold & Diamonds launched 
the ‘Artistry show’, from 24th 
January to 1st February 2026, 
at its Saheed Nagar showroom, 
Bhubaneswar. This exclusive 
exhibition will showcase the 
artistic fi nesse of handcrafted 
jewellery with an extensive 
range of traditional and con-
temporary designs. 

Artistry Show was launched by 
Ollywood Actress, Poonam Mish-
ra in the presence of all the man-
agement team of Malabar Gold 
and Diamonds, Bhubaneswar. 

As per a company press re-
lease, each piece of jewellery on 
display at the Artistry show is 
unique and a testament to the 
art and skilled craft of Indian 
design. The collection features 
designs crafted with utmost 
perfection and a wide variety 
of pieces from the exclusive 
brands of Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds, such as Mine diamond 
jewellery, Era uncut diamonds, 
Precia gemstone jewellery, Eth-
nix handcrafted jewellery, Viraz 
Royal Polki jewellery, and more. 

In this campaign, customers 

can avail Up to 30% discount 
in making charges of gold and 
studded items and Up to 30% 
discount on diamond value.  

On this occasion, MP Ahammed, 
Chairman, Malabar Group said, 
“We are delighted to launch the 
Artistry Show in Bhubaneswar 
showroom and introduce exqui-
site designs that celebrate the 
excellence of our jewellery crafts-
manship. Jewellery buyers in the 
city can enjoy our products with 
the assurance of the highest qual-
ity, purity, and fair prices,”  

As part of its Fair Price Prom-
ise, the brand assures custom-
ers can purchase their favourite 
jewellery at reasonable mak-
ing charges. Furthermore, the 
brand offers the One India One 
Gold Rate scheme, ensuring uni-
form pricing for gold across all 
its stores in the country. 

The jewellery brand offers 
Malabar promises. The prom-
ises include a transparent price 
tag indicating stone weight, net 
weight, and stone charge of the 
jewellery; assured lifetime free 
maintenance for the jewellery; 
100% value for gold and dia-
monds when reselling old gold 
& diamond jewellery.

REUTERS

San Francisco, Jan 24: Am-
azon (AMZN.O) is planning a 
second round of job cuts next 
week as part of its broader goal 
of trimming some 30,000 corpo-
rate workers, according to two 
people familiar with the matter.

The company in October cut 
some 14,000 white-collar jobs, 
about half of the 30,000 target 
fi rst reported by Reuters. The 
total this time is expected to be 
roughly the same as last year 
and could begin as soon as 
Tuesday, the people said, who 
asked not to be identifi ed be-
cause they were not authorized 
to discuss Amazon’s plans.

An Amazon spokesperson 
declined to comment.

Jobs in the company's Ama-
zon Web Services, retail, Prime 
Video and human resources, 
known as People Experience 

and Technology, units are 
slated to be affected, the people 
said, though the full scope was 
unclear. The people cautioned 
that the details of Amazon's 
plans could change.

The Seattle online retailer 
tied the October round of job 
cuts to the rise of artificial 
intelligence software, say-
ing in an internal letter that 
“this generation of AI is the 
most transformative tech-
nology we’ve seen since the 

Internet, and it’s enabling 
companies to innovate much 
faster than ever before.”

However, CEO Andy Jassy 
later told analysts during the 
company’s third-quarter earn-
ings call that the reduction was 
“not really fi nancially driven 
and it’s not even really AI-driv-
en.” Rather, he said, “it’s cul-
ture," meaning the company 
has too much bureaucracy.

“You end up with a lot more 
people than what you had be-
fore, and you end up with a lot 
more layers," he said.

Corporations are increasing-
ly using AI to write code for 
their software and adopting 
AI agents that automate rou-
tine tasks, as they look to save 
costs and cut reliance on peo-
ple. Amazon touted its latest 
AI models during its annual 
AWS cloud computing confer-
ence in December.

INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Jan 24: Apple had 
a strong year in 2025 in India as 
iPhone shipments grew 24 per 
cent year-on-year (YoY) in 2025 
compared to 2024, data showed 
Saturday. 

According to data by Cyber-
Media Research (CMR), the 
iPhone shipments in 2025 out-
performed iPads, which saw a 
modest growth of 2 per cent.

“Apple’s full-year 2025 perfor-
mance in India refl ects healthy 
underlying demand dynamics,” 
Prabhu Ram, VP-Industry Re-
search Group, CMR, said.

“iPads remained resilient, 
supported by refreshed iPad 
launches, reinforcing Apple’s 
strength across both produc-
tivity and premium segments,” 
Ram added.

The standout performer was 
the iPhone 16 series, which be-
came Apple’s most successful 
smartphone lineup of the year.

It accounted for 57 per cent of 
total iPhone shipments, making 
it the best-performing iPhone 
model of the year, according to 
the report.

The iPhone 15 series followed 
with a 24 per cent share, while 
the newer iPhone 17 series cap-
tured 10 per cent of the market. 
The iPhone 16e also made a no-
table contribution with a 6 per 
cent share.

However, in Q4 2025, iPhone 
shipments dipped slightly by 3 
per cent compared to Q4 2024.

iPads recorded a massive 95 
per cent year-on-year growth 
during the same period. This 
shows that while iPhones 
dominated the full year, iPads 
gained strong traction toward 
the end of 2025.

The dominance of the iPhone 
16 series was also visible in Q4 
2025. During the quarter, the 
iPhone 16 series held a 50 per 
cent market share, maintaining 
its leadership position.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA  

New Delhi, Jan 24: Login cre-
dentials, including usernames, 
passwords of over 149 million 
accounts of internet fi rms, 
including Gmail, Instagram, 
Facebook, and Netfl ix, have 
allegedly been leaked, a report 
published by ExpressVPN said.

The report published by 
cybersecurity researcher Jer-
emiah Fowler claims that the 
publicly exposed data includes 
48 million accounts on Gmail, 4 
million on Yahoo, 17 million on 
Facebook, 6.5 million on Insta-
gram, 3.4 million on Netfl ix, 1.5 
million on Outlook, etc.

"The publicly exposed data-
base was not password-protect-
ed or encrypted. It contained 
149,404,754 unique logins and 
passwords, totaling a massive 96 
GB of raw credential data. In a 
limited sampling of the exposed 
documents, I saw thousands of 
fi les that included emails, user-
names, passwords, and the URL 
links to the login or authoriza-
tion for the accounts," Fowler 
said in the report.

Email queries to major fi rms 
named in the report did not elic-
it any immediate reply.

Fowler said the database was 
publicly accessible, allowing 
anyone who discovered it to 
potentially access the creden-
tials of millions of individuals.

"The exposed records includ-
ed usernames and passwords 

collected from victims around 
the world, spanning a wide 
range of commonly used online 
services and about any type of 
account imaginable," he said.

Financial services accounts, 
crypto wallets or trading ac-
counts, banking and credit 
card logins also appeared in the 
limited sample of records that 
the cybersecurity researcher 
claims to have reviewed.

He said a serious concern 
was the presence of credentials 
associated with '.gov' domains 
from numerous countries.

"While not every govern-
ment-linked account grants 
access to sensitive systems, 
even limited access could have 
serious implications depending 
on the role and permissions of 
the compromised user.

"Exposed government cre-
dentials could be potentially 
used for targeted spear-phish-
ing, impersonation, or as an 
entry point into government 

networks. This increases the 
potential of .gov credentials 
posing national security and 
public safety risks," he said.

Fowler said that the expo-
sure of such a large number of 
unique logins and passwords 
presents a potentially serious 
security risk to a large number 
of individuals who may not 
know their information was 
stolen or exposed.

"Because the data includes 
emails, usernames, passwords, 
and the exact login URLs, 
criminals could potentially 
automate credential-stuffi ng 
attacks against exposed ac-
counts including email, fi nan-
cial services, social networks, 
enterprise systems, and more.

"This dramatically increases 
the likelihood of fraud, potential 
identity theft, fi nancial crimes, 
and phishing campaigns that 
could appear legitimate because 
they reference real accounts 
and services," he said.

149mn Gmail, FB, Netfl ix 
accounts leaked: Report

Malabar Gold & Diamonds
launches Artistry show in City

INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Jan 24: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi Satur-
day said the country is moving 
ahead on a fast-paced ‘Reform 
Express’, which is bringing 
widespread benefi ts to workers, 
employees, entrepreneurs and 
businesses, while making life 
and business easier across India. 

Addressing the 18th edition 
of the Rozgar Mela virtually, 
the Prime Minister said the 
objective of the ongoing re-
forms is to improve ease of liv-
ing and ease of doing business. 
He noted that next-generation 
reforms, especially under the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST), 
have helped young entrepre-
neurs and strengthened micro, 
small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs).

“Today the country has set 
out on the Reform Express. Its 
objective is to make both life 
and business easy in the coun-
try,” PM Modi stated.

“Everyone has benefi ted 
from the next-generation re-
forms in GST. Through this, 
our young entrepreneurs are 
benefi ting, and our MSMEs 
are benefi ting,” Prime Minis-
ter stated.

Modi said India has recently 
implemented historic labour 
reforms, which are designed 
to benefi t labourers, employees 
and businesses alike.

He added that the new labour 
codes have expanded the scope 
of social security, offering 
stronger protection and support 
to workers and employees.

“Recently, the country has 
implemented historic labour 
reforms. Through this, labour-
ers, employees, and businesses 
will all benefi t. The new labour 
codes have further strength-
ened the scope of social security 
for labourers and employees,” 
PM Modi mentioned.

Referring to the widespread 
discussion around the Reform 
Express, the Prime Minister 
urged government offi cials to 
play an active role in carrying re-
forms forward at their own level. 
PM Modi said such experiences 
should guide offi cials to ensure 
that citizens do not face similar 
problems during their tenure.

‘Reform Express’ benefi ting 
workers, employees and 
businesses: PM Modi

Amazon plans thousands more
job cuts next week, sources say

iPhone shipments 
surge 24 pc in 
India in 2025
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La Conca (Italy), Jan 24: In-
dian racing prodigy Atiqa Mir 
has secured a coveted drive 
for reigning world champions 
Modena Racing Team for the 
2026 season of the prestigious 
WSK championship, considered 
as the 'Formula 1' of karting.

Atiqa, all of 11, has taken the 
tougher route to the top by opt-
ing to race in the highly com-
petitive junior category (age 
12-14) this season.

On the back of her impres-
sive performances in the mini 
category (age 8-12) last year, the 
Formula 1 Academy supported 
driver was signed for the entire 
season and will drive in the 
WSK Super Master Series, WSK 
Euro Series, WSK Final Cup 
amongst other championships.

The WSK series is the highest 
level of karting which attracts 
the best driving talent from 
around the world besides lead-
ing kart and engine manufac-
turers.

The WSK series is focused on 
developing young drivers by 
providing a platform for them 
to improve their race craft, 
technical knowledge, and un-
derstanding of motorsport.

Formula 1 world champions 
including Lewis Hamilton, Max 

Verstappen and Sebastian Vet-
tel have raced in WSK in their 
formative years.

Moving up to OKNJ junior 
category from mini is a big 
step up for Atiqa but she is up 
for the challenge. From 10 bhp 

engines to 29 bhp engines with 
speeds of 126kmph and much 
bigger karts attracting G forces 
of more than 2.5, Atiqa's physi-
cal fi tness and adaptability will 
be tested against the best in the 
world.

"I am so excited and grateful 
for Modena to sign me. To join 
such an elite team and reigning 
world champions in this class is 
a great honour. I will be tested 
against the best drivers in the 
world and I am up for the chal-
lenge. The grids in WSK are so 
close and the driving level is 
the best in the world. I hope to 
learn from them and improve 
myself," said Atiqa.

Atiqa begins her campaign 
January 25 with WSK Super 
Master Series Round 1 in La 
Conca, Italy.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, Jan 24: Ishan Kis-
han's sensational comeback 
will reignite debate over who 
should be Abhishek Sharma's 
preferred opening partner with 
Sanju Samson's increasing 
struggles as the hosts look to 
seal the fi ve-match T20 series 
in the third game here Sunday.

With just two weeks and 
three matches against New 
Zealand in the ongoing series 
left before the start of their T20 
World Cup title defence, In-
dia's combination looks 
largely settled.

The batting and 
bowling units ap-
pear sorted and 
only a few spots 
remain under 
scrutiny and one 
such slot current-
ly belongs to Sam-
son.

Kishan's superb 
76 off 32 balls, how-
ever, intensifi ed the 
spotlight on Sanju.

Reinstated as open-
er alongside Abhishek 
Sharma at the expense 
of Test and ODI skipper 
Shubman Gill, Samson 
has been failing to make 
the most of his chances 
and he has got quite a lot 
of games.

Gill, despite his tech-
nical solidity, struggled 
to make an impact in 
T20Is and was sidelined 
in a bold call to accom-

modate Sanju, who had scored 
three centuries in fi ve matches 
late last year.

But back in his preferred 
slot, the Kerala man has not de-
livered, and time is running out 
with hardly any turnaround 
time before the T20 World Cup 

as the series would be a make-
or-break for him.

Against New Zealand, he 
managed only 10 and 6, dis-
missed by Kyle Jamieson and 
Matt Henry respectively.

Former India opener and not-
ed coach WV Raman summed 
it up on social media after his 
Raipur dismissal.

There were concerns over 
skipper Suryakumar Yadav's 
prolonged lean patch, but he 
silenced his critics in style, 
ending a run of 23 T20I innings 
without a fi fty with a blazing 82 
off 37 balls.

The seven-wicket win in the 
second T20, which gave India 
a 2-0 lead, was even more im-
pressive as it came without 
much contribution from in-
form Abhishek Sharma, the 
explosive inform world No 1 
T20I batter, who fell for a gold-
en duck.

Suryakumar seemed to have 
tweaked his approach in walk-
ing across the stumps to access 
the off-side and playing his 
trademark strokes over point 
and covers.

From 10 off 10 balls, he 
stepped on the gas in 
style smashing 72 from 
the next 27 deliveries 
as India chased down 
209 with ease, reach-
ing the target in just 
15.2 overs.

Howev-
er, before 
Suryaku-
mar 

took charge, the platform was 
set by the diminutive left-
hander Kishan, who blasted a 
21-ball fi fty.

India had slipped to 6/2 in 1.1 
overs, but Kishan's counter-at-
tack turned the game around as 
they completed their joint-high-
est successful T20I chase with 
28 balls to spare.

With Kishan and Suryaku-
mar in top form, In- dia scored 
at a staggering 14.50 
runs per over 
and lost just 
one wick-
et in the 
crucial 
overs 
seven to 
ten, effec-

tively 
sealing 

New Zea-
land's fate.

On the 
bowling 

front, left-arm 
wrist spinner 

Kuldeep Ya-
dav and seamer 

Harshit Rana con-
trolled the middle 

overs after Arshdeep 
leaked 36 runs in his 

fi rst two overs.
India would hope Axar 

Patel's fi nger injury isn't 
serious ahead of the glob-

al showpiece and gets more 
game time, while pace spear-

head Jasprit Bumrah, rested 
for the second match, is expect-
ed to return. Since the turn-

around time between games is 
too less with travel included, 
the team management decided 

to rotate the pacers.
For New Zealand, it remains 

to be seen how they bounce back 
after the walloping. The Mitch-
ell Santner-led side may look at 
tactical changes, possibly pro-
moting in-form Daryl Mitchell, 
who has been their in-form bat-
ter hitting two centuries and a 
fi fty in their 2-1 ODI series win.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Melbourne, Jan 24: Former 
World No 1 Novak Djokovic 
continued his steady march 
through the Australian Open 
draw Saturday, becoming the 
fi rst player in history to record 
400 match wins at the majors. 

The 10-time Melbourne cham-
pion was tested by Botic van de 
Zandschulp but remained un-
fl ustered at the key moments, 
closing out a 6–3, 6–4, 7–6(4) 
victory to advance to the fourth 
round for the 18th time in 21 ap-
pearances at Melbourne Park. 
While the contest demanded pa-
tience and precision, Djokovic’s 
trademark control under pres-
sure proved decisive, particu-
larly in the third-set tiebreak.

Djokovic’s 400th career victo-
ry at the Grand Slam level also 
carried added signifi cance in 
Melbourne as he equalled Rog-
er Federer’s record of 102 Aus-
tralian Open match wins, ATP 
reports.

“It’s been a great start to the 
tournament. But I’m not getting 
ahead of myself. I learned a les-
son last year: I got too ahead of 
myself too early in some of the 
Grand Slams. I’m trying to give 
these young guys a push for 
their money. I’m still around. 
I’m hanging in there,” Djokov-
ic said during his on-court in-
terview when asked about his 
fi tness.

The former World No 1 will 
next compete against Jakub 
Mensik or Ethan Quinn. 
Djokovic, who has not lost a set 
in Melbourne, is only two wins 

away from a possible semi-fi nal 
matchup with two-time defend-
ing champion Sinner, who ear-
lier battled cramp to reach the 
fourth round.

“Obviously, Alcaraz and Sin-
ner are the two best players in 
the world. They’re playing at 
a different level than all of us 
right now, but when you enter 
the court and the ball rolls, you 
always have a chance, partic-
ularly here on the court that 
has given me the most in my 
career,” Djokovic added.

Earlier, Jannik Sinner was 
limping and trying to stretch 
out cramps in his arms and 
legs, and had just gone down a 
break in the third set when the 
extreme heat rules kicked in at 
the Australian Open.

Play was suspended for sev-
eral minutes while the roof 
was closed on Rod Laver Are-

na Saturday afternoon, and the 
two-time defending Australian 
Open champion returned a re-
vitalized man.

He won fi ve of the next six 
games to take the third set 
against No 85-ranked Eliot Spiz-
zirri enroute to a 4-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 
third-round victory that high-
lighted a dramatic contrast of 
intense light and shade.

He'll next play fellow Italian 
Luciano Darderi, who beat No 
15 Karen Khachanov 7-6 (5), 
3-6, 6-3, 6-4.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: The 
battle for a place in the fi nal of 
the men's Hockey India League 
(HIL) has reached its decisive 
stage with Hyderabad Toofans 
taking on Ranchi Royals in 
Qualifi er 2 here Sunday.

It will be a do-or-die match 
with the winner earning a cov-
eted spot in the fi nal, where 
table-toppers and Qualifi er 1 
winners Kalinga Lancers await.

The losing team, meanwhile, 
will play the third-fourth place 
match against HIL GC on Mon-
day. The fi nal is also Monday.

Hyderabad Toofans made it 
to Qualifi er 2 with a clinical 
2-0 victory over HIL GC in the 
Eliminator. 

Ranchi Royals, on the other 
hand, arrive after a narrow 1-2 
defeat to Kalinga Lancers in a 
closely fought Qualifi er 1. 

With one last chance to book a 
berth in the fi nal, both teams will 
be under immense pressure to de-
liver when it matters the most.

India smell series win
Ishan’s fi ery 
comeback puts Sanju 
under pressure as the 
hosts look to clinch 
the fi ve-match T20 
series in the third 
game against NZ

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

400 majors, one Djokovic
Milestone man Novak 

Djokovic completes 400 
major wins, equalling 

Federer's record of 
102 Australian Open 

match wins

It’s been a great start 
to the tournament. But 
I’m not getting ahead of 

myself. I learned a lesson 
last year: I got too ahead of 
myself too early in some of 
the Grand Slams. I’m trying 
to give these young guys a 
push for their money. I’m still 
around. I’m hanging in there
NOVAK DJOKOVIC

India’s Yuki 
Bhambri advances
India's Yuki Bhazmbri advanced 

to the third round of the men's 
doubles at the Australian Open 
Saturday, while compatriot N 
Sriram Balaji bowed out, marking 
a mixed day for the Indian 
contingent at the season's fi rst 
Grand Slam. Bhambri and his 
10th-seeded Swedish partner 
Andre Goransson overcame the 
unseeded pairing of Santiago 
Gonzalez and David Pel 4-6, 
7-6(5), 6-3 in a second-round 
contest that was interrupted by 
the tournament's extreme heat 
policy. Earlier, Balaji, partnering 
Austria's Neil Oberleitner, exited 
the tournament after a straight-
sets loss to fourth seeds Marcelo 
Arevalo and Mate Pavic. The 
alternate pair went down 5-7, 1-6 
in their second-round encounter. 
Bhambri's progress keeps 
Indian interest alive in the men's 
doubles draw as the tournament 
moves into its decisive stages.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 24: The ICC 
has pushed Bangladesh out of 
the upcoming T20 World Cup, 
bringing in Scotland after BCB 
refused to let its team travel to 
India citing security concerns 
in the wake of Mustafi zur Rah-
man's ouster from the IPL.

Scotland's entry ended the 
month-long suspense after Ban-
gladesh Cricket Board (BCB) 
repeatedly insisted that their 
matches be shifted to Sri Lanka 
and even suggested their group 
being swapped with Ireland.

The Irish Cricket board how-
ever categorically dismissed 
the suggestion.

At the ICC Board meeting, 
Bangladesh were taken to the 
cleaners with an overwhelm-
ing 14-2 verdict in favour of the 

'Tigers' travelling to India for 
their games.

The ICC gave the BCB a 
24-hour deadline to change its 
stance but with Asif Nazrul be-
ing adamant, the cricket crazy 
nation's hopes of playing the T20 
World Cup went up in smoke.

It has been learnt that top 
ICC offi cials including chair-
man Jay Shah were in Dubai 
Friday and late evening an 
e-mail was sent to BCB chair-
man Aminul Islam Bulbul 
informing him about global 
body's decision.

"An e-mail was sent last eve-
ning to Bangladesh Cricket 
Board chairman intimating him 
that his board didn't get back to 
ICC offi cially after the 24 hour 
deadline that was given to them 
to decide if they wanted to come 
to India," an ICC source told PTI 

on conditions of anonymity.
The ICC also intimated all 

the participating member na-
tions separately about Bangla-
desh being dropped from the 
tournament.

Bangladesh Sports Minis-
try advisor Asif Nazrul had 
advised against national team 
travelling to India, citing secu-
rity issues despite being given 
repeated assurances by the ICC.

Scotland will thus play 
their four group league games 
against West Indies (February 
7), Italy (February 9) and En-
gland (February 14) in Kolkata 
followed by a game against Ne-

pal in Mumbai February 17.
The implications of this uncer-

emonious ouster will also badly 
hit BCB's coffers. The board will 
lose USD 500,000 participation 
fee that each nation gets. But 
the bigger potential loss will be 

ICC's annual revenue.
BCB said later in the day 

that it accepted the ICC's de-
cision to replace its national 
team with Scotland, saying 
there is nothing more they 
could do now.

T20 World Cup: ICC drops B’desh, brings in Scotland
Govt to take call: PCB on participation

PCB chairman Mohsin Naqvi Saturday said the Pakistan government 
will take the fi nal and binding decision on whether its national team 

will participate in the upcoming T20 World Cup, following Bangladesh's 
removal from the tournament. Addressing a press conference here, 
Naqvi said the matter would be placed before Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif, who is currently out of the country, once he returns. "Whether 
we play in the T20 World Cup or not, the decision will be taken by 
the government," Naqvi said. Pakistan are scheduled to play all their 
matches in Sri Lanka as per an agreement with the BCCI. Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) was the only member nation to support Bangladesh 
in their demand to move their matches to Sri Lanka as 14 others 
voted against it. Naqvi said Bangladesh, whom he described as a "big 
stakeholder" in world cricket, had been unfairly treated by the ICC.

HOCKEY INDIA LEAGUE

Toofans battle Royals 
with title shot in sight

HISTORIC 
LEAP ATIQA DRIVES INTO KARTING’S ELITE CIRCLE
The Indian racing 

sensation secures drive 
with world karting 
champions Modena 

for WSK 2026

Atiqa will become the fi rst Indian female 
ever to drive in OKNJ category in WSK and 
remarkably will be the only female on the 

entire grid of 37 world class drivers

I am so excited and 
grateful for Modena to 
sign me. To join such an 

elite team and reigning world 
champions in this class is a 
great honour. I will be tested 
against the best drivers in 
the world and I am up for the 
challenge. The grids in WSK 
are so close and the driving 
level is the best in the world. 
I hope to learn from them 
and improve myself
ATIQA MIR

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 24: Odisha 
were left staring at a daunting 
fi nal-day challenge after Tam-
il Nadu tightened their grip on 
the Ranji Trophy fi xture at the 
KIIT Cricket Stadium here Sat-
urday. Set an imposing target of 
408 runs, the hosts reached 42 
for 2 in 15.3 overs at stumps on 
Day 3, still requiring 366 runs 
to pull off a remarkable victory.

Tamil Nadu built on their 
substantial fi rst-innings lead 

through a disciplined sec-
ond-innings batting effort. S R 
Athish played the anchor’s role 
with a resolute 88 off 162 deliv-
eries, absorbing pressure and 
occupying the crease for long 
periods. He was well supported 
by R Sonu Yadav, whose attack-
ing 74 down the order ensured 
Tamil Nadu crossed the 300-run 
mark and pushed Odisha fur-
ther on the back foot. 

For the hosts, Badal Biswal 
(356) and Biplab Samantray 
(222) were the most effective, 

preventing the visitors from 
accelerating late in the innings.

Odisha’s chase began with 
positive intent, Subhranshu 
Senapati counter-attacking 
with a brisk 36, but Tamil Na-

du struck at crucial moments 
to dent the hosts’ momentum. R 
Sai Kishore provided the early 
breakthrough before Sonu Ya-
dav removed Swastik Samal, 
leaving Odisha two down by 
close of play.

With eight wickets in hand 
but a steep target ahead, Odisha 
will need a near-perfect batting 
performance on the fi nal day. 
Tamil Nadu, meanwhile, re-
main fi rmly in control and will 
back their bowlers to press for 
a decisive result.

RANJI 
TROPHY TN in command against Odisha

PESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bulawayo, Jan 24: Skipper 
Ayush Mhatre's 27-ball 53 under-
lined India's another dominant 
show as they notched a crushing 
seven-wicket victory via DLS 
method over New Zealand in the 
U-19 World Cup here Saturday.

An all-round India won a 
truncated game of 37-overs-
per-side with complete ease, 
stamping their authority in 
the competition with another 
big victory. Chasing a revised 
target of 130, India made 130 for 
three in a mere 13.3 overs to 
record their third consecutive 
win and top Group B.

India lost Aaron George (7) 
early but Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi (40 off 23 balls; 2 fours, 3 six-
es) and skipper Mhatre led the 
response with a robust 76-run 
stand for the second wicket.

Both Sooryavanshi and Mhatre 
struck at over 150 to pulverise the 
New Zealand bowlers, who just 
did not have enough to defend.
Brief Scores:

New Zealand: 135 all out in 
36.2 overs (Callum Samson 37; 
RS Ambrish 4/29, Henil Patel 
3/23) lost to

India: 130 for 3 in 13.3 overs 
(Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 40, 
Ayush Mhatre 53; Selwin San-
jay 1/22) by 7 wickets

U-19 WORLD CUP

Rampant India 
crush NZ by 
7 wickets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bahadurgarh (Haryana), Jan 
24: Encouraged by his family 
to compete at the 
premier National 
Championships 
soon after the pass-
ing of his father, 
Sourav Kothari 
produced a deeply 
emotional performance to re-
tain the senior men's billiards 
title with a commanding 4-0 

win over S Shrikrishna here 
Saturday.

As he potted the red into 
the centre pocket in the fourth 

frame to seal victory, 
Sourav looked heav-
enwards and appeared 
to gesture that the tri-
umph was dedicated to 
his late father Manoj 
Kothari.

Overcome by emotion, the 
champion broke down mo-
ments later. 

Sourav retains billiards 
title with emotional win


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

