
Shruti’s battle EU hits Iran Gold demand dampens Supreme Sabalenka
Actor Shruti Haasan reveals 
her long struggle with ‘crip-
pling anxiety’, which led her to 
step away from acting in 2018

 

EU lists Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guard as terrorist organisation in 
the aftermath of Tehran’s bloody 
crackdown on protests

India’s gold demand declines 
by 11% in 2025 and is 
expected to be around 700 
tonne this year

Top-ranked Aryna Sabalenka 
overpowers Elina Svitolina to move 
within one victory of a third 
Australian Open title in four years
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

You are still stuck with petty 
issues like water, jobs and 
education while I am busy 

arranging a cheaper BMW for you

Almost a hundred new 
animal species that 
survived a mass extinc-

tion event half a billion years 
ago have been discovered in a 
small quarry in China, scien-
tists have revealed.

The treasure trove of fossils 
offers a rare glimpse into a cata-
clysmic event that brought a sud-
den end to the greatest explosion 
of life in our planet’s history.

The site where the fossils 
were found in the southern Chi-
nese province of Hunan was ‘ex-
traordinary’, Han Zeng of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences 
told AFP Wednesday.

“We have collected over 
50,000 fossil specimens from a 
single quarry that is 12 metres 
high, 30 metres long and eight 

metres wide,” added the lead 
author of a new study in the 
journal Nature. In this small 
space, the Chinese team un-
covered more than 150 differ-
ent species – 91 of them new to 
science – between 2021 and 2024.

Han described wonderful expe-
riences when they realised that 
those animals were right there 
on the rock. “Many fossils show 
soft parts including gills, guts, 
eyes and even nerves,” he added.

Among the species discov-
ered were ancient relatives of 
worms, sponges and jellyfi sh.

They also found many arthro-
pods – a family that includes 
modern – day crabs and insects – 
including spiny, stalk-eyed crea-
tures called radiodonts which 
were the apex predator of the time.

The discovery is particular-
ly exciting for scientists be-
cause of the period when these 
strange animals lived.
Evolution’s big bang

Life fi rst emerged on Earth 
more than 3.5 billion years 
ago – but was little more than 
a layer of slime for most of our 
planet’s history. Then came the 
Cambrian explosion, known as 

evolution’s ‘big bang’, roughly 
540 million years ago. Sudden-
ly, most of the major groups of 
animals alive today -- includ-
ing vertebrates which would 
eventually include humans -- 
evolved and started populating 
the world’s oceans.

This burst of life is thought 
to have been driven by a rise in 
oxygen in Earth’s atmosphere.

However, it came to a sud-
den end when up to half of all 
animals died off 513 million 
years ago. This mass extinc-
tion, known as Sinsk event, is 
thought to have been caused by 
declining oxygen levels.

The animals in the Chinese 
quarry, which were dated to 
around 512 million years ago, rep-
resent the fi rst major discovery 
of soft-bodied fossils that lived 
directly after the Sinsk event, 
Han explained. This means the 
fossils -- dubbed the Huayuan bi-
ota after the county where they 
were found – ‘open a new window 
into what happened’, he added.
Safety in the cellar 

Michael Lee, an evolutionary 
biologist at the South Australian 
Museum not involved in the 

research, said ‘the new fossils 
from China demonstrate that 
the Sinsk event affected shallow 
water forms most severely’.

A deep-water fi sh called coel-
acanth similarly survived the 
mass extinction that wiped out 
all the dinosaurs that did not 
evolve into birds, he pointed out.

“The deep ocean is one of 
the most stable environments 
through geological time, in a 
similar way to how the cellar of 
a house is buffered from daily 
and seasonal changes and has 
less temperature fl uctuations 
than the attic,” Lee told AFP.

Scientists have warned 
that Earth is currently go-
ing through another mass 
extinction – this one caused 
by humans.  AFP

‘Extraordinary’ trove of ancient species found in China

PTI & AGENCIES

New Delhi, Jan 29: In what 
came as a setback to the Centre, 
the Supreme Court Thursday 
kept in abeyance the imple-
mentation of the contentious 
University Grants Commission 
(Promotion of Equity in Higher 
Education Institutions) Regula-
tions, 2026, observing that the 
framework is prima facie vague, 
could have ‘very sweeping con-
sequences’, and may end up ‘di-
viding society’ with a ‘dangerous 
impact’. While hearing three 
pleas challenging the validity of 
the regulations—on the ground 
that caste-based discrimination 
is defi ned strictly as discrimina-
tion against members of the SCs, 
STs, and OBCs—the apex court 
sought responses from the Union 
government and the UGC in this 
connection by March 19.

“If we do not intervene, it 
will lead to dangerous impact, 
will divide the society and will 
have grave impact... Prima fa-
cie we say that the language of 
the regulation is vague and ex-
perts need to look into for the 
language to be modulated so 
that it is not exploited,” a bench 
of CJI Surya Kant and Justice 
Joymalya Bagchi said.

While keeping in abeyance, 
the ‘non-inclusionary’ defi ni-
tion of caste-based discrimi-
nation that excluded general 
categories from institutional 
protection under rule 3(1)(c), 

the bench revived the UGC 
(Promotion of Equity in High-
er Educational Institutions) 
Regulations, 2012. “Issue notice 
returnable on March 19. The So-
licitor General accepts notice. 
Since issues raised in 2019 plea 
shall also have bearing while 
examining constitutionality.. 
let these petitions be tagged 
with the same. Meanwhile, let 
the UGC Regulations 2026 shall 
remain in abeyance,” it said.

The 2026 regulations trig-
gered protests at various plac-
es, with student groups and 
organisations demanding its 
immediate rollback. The CJI 
suggested that the matter be re-
visited by a committee compris-
ing eminent jurists and experts 
familiar with social realities.

At the outset, the bench fl agged 
concerns with the 2026 regulations 
and questioned the need for a sep-
arate defi nition of ‘caste-based dis-

crimination’ under regulation 3(1)
(c) when regulation 3(1)(e) already 
provides a broad defi nition of ‘dis-
crimination’. It also questioned 
why ragging had been left out 
of the scope of the regulations, 
despite being a common form of 
harassment within educational 
institutions. The bench said the 
language of the regulations ap-
peared to be ‘prima facie vague’ 
and ‘capable of misuse’.

Advocate Vishnu Shankar 
Jain, appearing for one of the 
petitioners, assailed Regulation 
3(1)(c), which defi nes caste-
based discrimination as dis-
crimination ‘only on the basis 
of caste or tribe’ against mem-
bers of SCs, STs, and OBCs.

Jain said the defi nition ex-
cludes discrimination against 
persons belonging to the general 
category and creates a presump-
tion that only certain sections 
face caste-based discrimination. 
He sought a stay on its operation.

Advocate Indira Jaising, ap-
pearing in the 2019 PIL fi led by 
the mothers of Rohith Vemula 
and Payal Tadvi, which led to 
the framing of the 2026 regula-
tions, defended the regulations. 
The CJI cautioned that the 
regulations could have ‘very 
sweeping consequences’ and 
may end up ‘dividing society’ 
with a ‘dangerous impact’.

The SC was hearing pleas chal-
lenging the validity of the regula-
tions fi led by Mritunjay Tiwari, 
Vineet Jindal and Rahul Dewan.

SC stays 2026 UGC
equity regulations

The SC sought responses from 
the Union government and the 
UGC over the issue by March 19

The apex court revived the 
UGC (Promotion of Equity in 
Higher Educational Institu-
tions) Regulations, 2012

WORTH A CAPTURE: People click photos of the partially frozen Great Falls in Paterson, New Jersey, US  AP PHOTO

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Jan 29: The January 
retail infl ation data will refl ect 
price movements in airfares, 
e-commerce platforms and sub-
scription rates of OTT channels, 
with the statistics ministry ex-
panding constituents of the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI). The new 
CPI series, which will also have 
the base year as 2024 instead of 
2012, is being introduced with an 
aim to look at the key macroeco-
nomic indicators more accurately 
and assess the broader consump-
tion pattern of households.

The fi rst set of infl ation data 
based on the revised base year 
will be released February 12 for 
January, the Ministry of Statis-
tics and Programme Implemen-
tation said. The basket of new 
CPI will comprise 358 items, 
representing the pace of price 
hike across sectors. In the exist-
ing series, prices are collected for 
299 representational items.  P11

NOT 2012, 2024 BASE 
YR IN NEW CPI SERIES

PNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi, Jan 29: The conclu-
sion of the India–EU Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) has drawn 
strong and positive reactions 
globally, cutting across interna-
tional media, foreign political 
leadership, global business heads 
and policy experts. The deal is 
widely being described as his-

toric, strategic and timely, both 
economically and geopolitically.

Leading global media outlets 
have highlighted the scale, am-
bition and strategic timing of the 
FTA.  The Telegraph, in an arti-
cle by James Crisp titled ‘Modi 
is real winner in ‘mother of all 
trade deals’ with EU’, described 
the agreement as the ‘mother 
of all trade deals’, arguing that 

India has emerged as the real 
strategic winner. The paper 
noted that the deal eliminates 
or reduces tariffs on 96.6% of 
EU exports to India, while the 
EU will cut tariffs on 99.5% of 
Indian goods over seven years.

Bloomberg, in an article by 
Dan Strumpf titled ‘All Roads 
Lead to Modi as World Hedges 
Trump’, said that the ‘mother of 
all deals’ concluded between India 
and the EU is the latest example of 
an emerging pattern: New Delhi 
as the go-to partner for countries.

The Wall Street Journal 
framed the agreement as a re-
sponse by middle powers to glob-
al tariff disruptions, highlighting 
how India and EU are expanding 
alliances amid uncertainty creat-
ed by US trade policies.

The New York Times stressed 
that the deal brings together 
the world’s largest economic 
bloc and the fastest-growing 
major economy after nearly two 
decades of negotiations.
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Eco Survey pegs FY27 
GDP growth at 6.8-7.2%
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 29: India’s 
economy is projected to grow by 
6.8-7.2 per cent in the fi nancial 
year starting April, the govern-
ment’s pre-Budget Economic 
Survey 2025-26 said Thursday.

The forecast for 2026-27 is 
slower than the 7.4 per cent pro-
jection for the current fi nancial 
year, driven by consumption 
and investment. The cumula-
tive impact of policy reforms 
over recent years appears to 
have lifted the economy’s me-
dium-term growth potential 
closer to 7 per cent, from 6.5-6.8 
per cent earlier, it said.

While the current year GDP 
growth estimate of 7.4 per cent 
is higher than the 6.3-6.8 per 
cent range that the survey had 
forecast last year, the projec-
tion for the next year retains 
India’s world-beating econom-
ic expansion despite trade ten-
sions with the US. The report 
called for setting age-based 
limits on access to social me-

dia apps to counter ‘digital 
addiction’. As well as reducing 
dependence on online teaching 
tools, which expanded during 
Covid-19, in favour of offl ine 
engagement.

It also suggested promoting 
simpler devices for children, such 
as basic phones or education-only 
tabs, with content fi lters.

The survey advocated a ban 
on marketing on ultra-pro-
cessed foods (UPFs) from 6am 
to 11pm across all media plat-
forms, and restrictions on the 
marketing of infant and toddler 
milk and beverages.  P11

Global media, leaders 
hail India–EU FTA

PM Narendra Modi with European Council President António Costa (L) and 
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 29: Silver 
prices Thursday breached the 
`4 lakh per kilogram-mark in 
the national capital, while gold 
touched a fresh record high of 
`1.83 lakh per 10 grams, track-
ing a sharp rally in global mar-
kets amid rising geopolitical 
and economic uncertainty.

According to the All India 

Sarafa Association (AISA), 
silver extended gains for the 
fourth consecutive day, surg-
ing `19,500, or 5.06 per cent, to 
an all-time high of `4,04,500 per 
kilogram (inclusive of all taxes).

The white metal had closed at 
`3,85,000 per kilogram Wednes-
day. “Silver prices surged past 
the `4 lakh per kg milestone 
Thursday, while gold rallied to a 
record high on the back of strong 

investor demand and a powerful 
global rally in precious metals,” 
Gaurav Garg, Research Analyst 
at Lemonn Markets Desk, said.

In the bullion market, gold of 
99.9 per cent purity also jumped 
sharply, gaining `12,000, or 7.02 
per cent, to touch a record of 
`1,83,000 per 10 grams (inclu-
sive of all taxes) from the pre-
vious close of `1,71,000 per 10 
grams, as per AISA.

Silver goes past `4L; gold hits record `1.83L

FY27 growth projection is lower 
than 7.4% growth estimated for 
current fi scal

FY27 infl ation is likely to be 
higher than the current fi scal

Survey bats for marketing ban 
on ultra-processed foods from 
6am to 11pm

Study pitches for age bar for 
social media access, cutting 
online classes POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 29: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
met World Bank (WB) Group 
President Ajay Banga at Lok 
Seva Bhavan here Thursday 
to discuss strengthening co-
operation across key develop-
ment sectors and advancing 
the state’s long-term growth 
and reform agenda.

The meeting was attended 
by senior state government 
offi cers, including Chief Secre-
tary Anu Garg, Development 
Commissioner DK Singh, and 
WB representatives.

Discussions focused on ac-
celerating inclusive and sus-
tainable development, skilling 
youth for private sector em-
ployment, enhancing infra-
structure, improving social 
sector outcomes, and promot-
ing resilient, technology-driven 
growth.

The CM highlighted Odisha’s 
fl agship initiatives and reform 
measures aimed at boosting 
economic growth, including 
increased investment in infra-
structure, micro, small and me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs), ag-
riculture and allied sectors, and 
tourism, with a focus on gener-
ating employment opportunities 
for youth and women. He noted 
that reforms in acts and rules 
have made Odisha more busi-
ness-friendly, helping attract 
signifi cant investments. As per 
CMIE data published in Decem-
ber 2025, Odisha ranked second 
in the country after Andhra 
Pradesh, with investments worth 
`2.5 lakh crore.

CM, Banga discuss 
boosting cooperation 
in key devpt sectors



Bengaluru: 
The Karnataka Police 

have lodged an FIR against 
Bollywood actor Ranveer 

Singh for allegedly insulting 
the gods and sacrosanct Daiva 

traditions at the International 
Film Festival of India (IFFI), of-
fi cials said Thursday.  

The High Grounds police 
in Bengaluru have fi led the 
FIR following the com-
plaint in this regard 
by law practitioner 
Prashanth Methal.

Ranveer Singh 
has been booked 
under Sections 
196 (threat to pub-
lic order and social 
cohesion), 299 (de-
liberate and 
malicious acts 
intended to 
outrage the 

religious 
feelings 

of any 
class 

by 
in-

sulting its religion or 
beliefs) and 302 (deliberate, 

intentional wounding of religious 
feelings. It applies to anyone who 
speaks words, makes sounds, ges-
tures, or places objects with the 
intent to offend) of the Bharatiya 
Nyay Sanhita (BNS) Act.

The complainant charged that 
the act of the accused actor was de-
liberate, intentional and malicious, 
intended to outrage religious feel-
ings, not only his, but also millions 
of Hindu devotees promting enimi-
ty, hatred and disharmony between 
different groups based on religion 
in society, and insult his religious 
beliefs towards ‘Chavundi Daiva’, 
thereby promoting disrespect to-
wards a sacred tradition and dis-
turbing communal harmony.

It is also alleged that 
the accused actor en-

acted the emotional 
‘Chavundi Daiva’ 
scene from Kantara: 
Chapter 1 despite an 
alleged request not 

to perform the 
‘Daiva’ act. 

Mumbai: Shruti Haasan recently 
opened up about her long battle 
with what she described as “crip-
pling anxiety,” revealing that it 
played a major role in her decision 
to step away from acting in 2018. 
The actor and musician shared that 
for years, her anxiety had reached 
a point where it interfered with her 
ability to carry out everyday activi-
ties, leaving her mentally exhausted 
and unsure of herself.

In a recent interview, Shruti ex-
plained that taking a break became 
essential for her mental well-being. 

The pause allowed her to slow 
down, reassess her life, and 

fi nally address the anxiety 
she had been strug-

gling with for much 
of her adult life. 

She admit-
ted that 

during 
this 

period, she was uncertain about 
who she was and what she truly 
wanted, making self-refl ection 
unavoidable.

Living alone in London 
proved to be a turning point. 
Away from familiar expec-
tations, Shruti focused on 
healing through music, 
writing, and routine daily 
tasks, which brought her 
a sense of grounding and 
independence. She spoke 
about rediscovering joy in 
simple activities and re-
connecting with creativity 
without pressure. Looking 
back, Shruti described this 
phase as deeply transforma-
tive, saying that confront-
ing her anxiety head-on 
helped her rebuild con-
fi dence, regain balance, 
and emerge stronger 
both personally and 
professionally.
AGENCIES

Shruti’s honest 
confession

Mumbai: It is heartbreaking 
when good fi lms don’t work 
at the box offi ce, says actor 
Bhumi Pednekar, who be-
lieves some of the respon-
sibility also lies with the 
audience as their feedback 
decides what gets made next.

Citing the example of criti-
cally-lauded fi lms such as Bheed 
and Afwaah, which failed to stay 
in theatres despite good reviews 
for tackling issues like pandemic 
and migrant crisis as well the menace 
of fake news, Bhumi said right voices 
are not getting an op- portunity to tell 
their stories.

“It really breaks your heart when a fi lm 
like Bheed or Afwah doesn’t do well,” Bhu-
mi told this news agency.

“Bheed has a platform (OTT). The onus is also 
on the audience, it is not just on the fi lmmaker. If you 
want good content and a good fi lm to be made, you’ve 
to watch that fi lm. If you don’t watch that fi lm, then 
those fi lms will not be made. It’s like, what 
came fi rst, the chicken or the egg? 
I don’t really have an answer for 
it. All I know is if you want good 
work, you have to go support 
small fi lms,” she said. 

 “Word- of-mouth was an en-
tire bracket within our fi lms, 
which has just completely been 
taken away. That’s why I feel 
such good fi lms and newer voic-
es don’t get an opportunity,” the 
actor added.  PTI

You may fi nd it hard to stop 
the impending outfl ow of 
cash while shopping today, says Ganesha. 
You aren't the one to be dominated and 
God help anyone who tries to dictate 
terms to you today. You may end up 
spending a small fortune, more than lavish 
to be precise, on the opposite sex today.

Today, you are likely to get 
encouragement and support 
for your endeavours from 
all quarters. You have a gift of gab and 
your ability to dispel tension with even 
the simplest of your remarks will be put 
to test. Still, you will rise to the occasion 
and prove your mettle. Taking good care 
of your health is important, and you are 
no exception.

Everyone wants to be differ-
ent. But little do they realise 
that they already are unique, 
says Ganesha. Today, you may meet a lot 
of such different people at work, some 
of whom may even test your patience. 
Always remember that working in a team 
means balancing a variety of egos and 
opinions. 

Take time off all by yourself 
and introspect today, says 
Ganesha. Offi ce cubicle looks 
set to be a war front and pay due atten-
tion there, lest things turn to be more 
diffi cult, advises Ganesha. New love may 
just blossom today, and you may even en-
joy a nice quiet evening with friends.

You shall be completely im-
mersed in your routine today. 
It’s the same old humbug 
of a day for you, says Ganesha. But this 
exhausting day may transform into an 
exciting evening – so be prepared to get 
surprised.

Your ship may be rocked by 
stormy controversies today. 
Ganesha advises you to 
steer clear of people looking to give you 
a piece of their mind. The storm looks to 
ease away if you lend a patient ear to all 
such elements, and try and accommodate 
their views.

It's a lucky day for your 
sweetheart! Wonder why it's 
written in your horoscope? 
You will pamper him/her to the hilt, 
take them out on a shopping spree and 
buy whatever they lay their eyes on, 
even if it's way beyond reasonable, says 
Ganesha. You will go overboard to make 
your love feel that nothing else matters, 
and although this lavish outing will serve 
the purpose, you may later repent not 
keeping a count of your cash.

Good news from across the 
seven seas brings cheer! If 
you're seeking a visa, you 
may get one today. Everything looks pos-
itive and it refl ects in your mood. Share 
your happiness with your family, says 
Ganesha, and you will fi nd it multiplies 
manifold.

Confl icts galore will come 
your way at the workplace 
today. Keep a calm head 
over your shoulders and do keep tabs on 
your tongue. Differences only crop up if 
there are substantial thought processes 
involved, and keeping this in mind ought 
to give you the perspective needed to get 
ahead, says Ganesha.

Gear up to play the peace 
maker today! Your ability to 
handle a ‘Brady Bunch’ hasn’t 
gone unnoticed. So expect to be put in 
charge of handling disputes among your 
subordinates at work today, hints Ganesha. 
Research work may slow to a crawl today, 
but the offshoot is that it’s an auspicious 
day to enter into new contracts.

Today is a good day for you. 
However, don't expect a 
windfall. It is just one of those days when 
you will be in a good mood, irrespective 
of your problems, if any. You will treat 
your subordinates well, and they will 
show their appreciation. But if you think 
the atmosphere at your workplace is 
good, wait till you reach home. 

Today, you will appreciate 
beautiful things and exotic 
artefacts. You may even 
seriously think of pursuing a business re-
lated to such commodities. However, you 
may not be able to make up your mind, 
says Ganesha. However, you will decide 
to keep an open mind about it.
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ROB SCHNEIDER, PATRICIA 
AZARCOYA FILE FOR DIVORCE

MINAJ DECLARES HERSELF 
AS TRUMP’S NO. 1 FAN

Hollywood comedian Rob Schneider and his TV 
producer wife, Patricia Azarcoya, have ended their 
15-year marriage. Reports state that Patricia fi led 
for divorce in Arizona’s Maricopa County Superior 
Court, citing irreconcilable differences. The peti-
tion notes that the marriage is irretrievably broken, 
with no possibility of reconciliation

Rapper Nicki Minaj has spoken up on her 
controversial support for President Donald J. 
Trump with a short speech at a special ses-
sion. She told the assembled audience that 
Trump is being “bullied” and “smeared” and 
declaring herself “probably the president’s 
Number 1 fan”, reports Variety
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  
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GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO
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SAGITTARIUS
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The annual theatre festival organised by Uttar Purush, one of the oldest theatre troupes of the state, came 
to an end with the play Rajajema. Written by Gourahari Das, the drama was directed by troupe’s secretary 
Debadutta Pati. Gourab Panigrahi scored the music.   OP PHOTO

Curtains down on Nataka Parikrama-2026
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ROAD SAFETY MONTH 
Students of NM Institute of 

Engineering and Technology, 
in association with 

Commissionerate Police, 
spread awareness on road 

safety near AG Square in 
Bhubaneswar Thursday

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Cuttack, Jan 29: Vigilance 
offi cials Thursday caught a se-
nior doctor at Sriram Chandra 
Bhanja (SCB) Medical College 
Hospital here while he was 
allegedly carrying suspected 
“ill-gotten” cash of `2.63 lakh, 
offi cials said. 

The accused doctor was iden-
tifi ed as Sanatana Behera, an 
associate professor of Hepatolo-
gy department of SCBMCH. The 
cash recovered from him was 
suspected to be bribe money, 
said the anti-corruption wing 
offi cials. 

The Vigilance team inter-
cepted the doctor near Kath-
agolasahi-Medical Road in 
Cuttack while he was riding 
his scooter (Hero Honda Acti-
va bearing registration num-
ber OD-05-BS-7309) home. The 
action followed specifi c inputs 
that he was collecting illegal 
payments from bidders in con-
nection with supply of medical 
instruments to his department. 
During the search, offi cers re-
covered cash amounting to 
`2.63 lakh from him, a state-

ment issued by the Vigilance 
said.

It said that Behera failed to 
give a satisfactory explanation 
regarding the source of the 

recovered money, following 
which the cash was seized.

Meanwhile, Vigilance offi -
cials have launched simultane-
ous searches at three locations 
linked to the doctor as part of a 
disproportionate assets probe. 

A case (4/2026) has been regis-
tered against him at the Cuttack 
Vigilance police station under 
the Prevention of Corruption 
Act, 2018. Further investigation 
is in progress, and more details 
are awaited, it said.

In another development, 
Ramanath Das, a former 
multi-purpose health supervi-
sor, was convicted by a Vigi-
lance court of Sundargarh for 
misappropriation of govern-
ment funds and was sentenced 
to undergo rigorous imprison-
ment (RI) for a period of two 
years. 

A release issued by the Vig-
ilance Directorate here Thurs-
day said that the competent 
authority will be approached 
to stop the pension of Das, 
who was working with the Ro-
urkela Municipality, when the 
vigilance case was registered 
against him in 2001.

Vig nets SCBMCH doc 
with `2.63 lakh cash

Accused doctor 
Sanatana Behera 

failed to give 
a satisfactory 

explanation regarding 
the source of the 
recovered money, 

following which the 
cash was seized

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 29: A one-
day Capacity Building Work-
shop for principals of Govern-
ment Vocational Higher Sec-
ondary Schools was organized 
Thursday. Principals from all 
230 Government Vocational 
Higher Secondary Schools 
across the state participated 
in the workshop.

The programme was attend-
ed by Niyati Pattnaik, Director, 
DHSE, Binita Senapati, Joint 
Director, DHSE, Susmita Sa-
hu, RD, Bhubaneswar, Sasmita 
Mali, Joint Director, DHSE, Ji-
tendra Nayak, Deputy Director, 
DHSE and Sarojakanta Choud-
hury, Principal, Rajdhani Col-
lege among others.

Addressing the participants, 
Director Pattnaik highlighted 
that the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020 has laid spe-
cial emphasis on vocational 
education. She stated that the 
workshop would empower prin-
cipals of vocational institutions 
and strengthen coordination 
among them. The workshop, 
she added, focused on identi-
fying challenges and fi nding 
practical solutions for effective 
implementation of vocational 
education.

Joint Director Senapati, in 

her address, said that voca-
tional education plays a crucial 
role in making students self-suf-
fi cient. She advised principals 
to encourage students based on 
their individual interests and 
guide them towards suitable 
vocational streams.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Sarojakanta Choudhury em-
phasised that strengthening 
institutions is essential to 
effectively take vocational ed-
ucation to students. He noted 
that prioritizing vocational ed-
ucation and enabling students 
to become self-reliant is key to 
achieving the vision of a Viksit 
Bharat. During the programme, 
Joint Director Sasmita Mali 
conducted the program, while 
Deputy Director Jitendra Nay-
ak delivered the vote of thanks.

The workshop featured de-
tailed discussions on the impor-
tance of vocational education, 
examination management, ac-
ademic administration, SAMS 
portal management, and ca-
reer guidance. Other dignitar-
ies present at the workshop 
included Regional Director 
(Sambalpur) Pabitra Mohan 
Sahu, Regional Director (Ber-
hampur) Jagannath Dharua, 
Joint Director Snigdha Mishra, 
and Deputy Director CH Bijay-
alakshmi.

Bhubaneswar: Union Agriculture and Farmers’ 
Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan Thurs-
day expressed satisfaction over Odisha’s pro-
gress in agriculture sector, lauding the effective 
utilisation of funds and urging the state to main-
tain the momentum of development. Chouhan 
was reviewing the implementation of Pradhan 
Mantri Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (PM-RKVY) 
and Krishonnati Yojana during a video confer-
ence attended by Agriculture ministers from all 
the states. Odisha Deputy Chief Minister and 
Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Empower-
ment, KV Singh Deo participated in the meeting 
and highlighted the successful execution of 
both the fl agship schemes in the state. He said 
Odisha has already utilised 79 per cent of the 
funds under PM-RKVY and 80 per cent under the 
Krishonnati Yojana, signifi cantly accelerating 
agricultural growth. Singh Deo added that six 
new projects could be initiated if the Central 
government releases the remaining funds at the 
earliest. PM-RKVY aims to promote sustainable 
agriculture, while the Krishonnati Yojana focuses 
on enhancing food security and self-suffi ciency. 
Odisha’s initiatives in natural farming, crop 
diversifi cation, and millet promotion were 
highlighted as best practices, positioning the 
state as a model for agricultural development. 
The meeting was attended by Arabinda Kumar 
Padhee, Additional Chief Secretary, Agriculture 
and Farmers’ Empowerment department, and 
Shubham Saxena, Director of Agriculture.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 29: Food 
Supplies and Consumer Welfare 
Minister Krushna Chandra Patra 
inspected the Command, Control 
Cum Experience Centre of the 
Odisha State Civil Supplies Cor-
poration (OSCSC) and directed 
offi cials to ensure prompt reso-
lution of any complaints related 
to paddy procurement during the 
ongoing Kharif season.

Reviewing the arrangements, 
the Minister emphasised that 
farmers’ interests must be pro-
tected and any irregularities in 
paddy purchase is addressed 
without delay. He examined the 
procurement process at mandis, 
CCTV surveillance systems, 
real-time monitoring arrange-
ments and the tracking of vehi-
cles transporting paddy from 
mandis to rice mills.

The Minister also interacted 
with farmers, nodal offi cers and 
offi cials deployed at mandis, 
seeking feedback on facilities 
and challenges faced during 
procurement. He reiterated that 
farmers can lodge grievances 
through the toll-free helpline 
1967, enabling direct commu-
nication of issues with the au-
thorities.

Directing departmental of-
fi cials to maintain strict vigi-
lance, the Minister said imme-
diate corrective steps should be 
taken whenever complaints are 
received from farmers regard-
ing paddy procurement.

OSCSC Managing Director K. 
Sudarshan Chakraborty briefed 
the Minister on the Centre’s op-
erations and the measures adopt-
ed for speedy disposal of griev-
ances. Senior offi cials of the Food 
Supplies and Consumer Welfare 
Department and the State Civil 
Supplies Corporation were pres-
ent during the inspection.

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

Union Min lauds Odisha’s 
agri sector performance

Supplies Min orders swift 
redressal of paddy 
procurement complaints

VANTAGE POINT: A bird’s-eye view of Khandagiri and Udaygiri caves in Bhubaneswar that’s decked up with lights 
as the annual Kumbhamela gathers pace attracting sadhus from different sects and crowds every evening to the 
venue  PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

Capacity building workshop held
for principals of vocational schools

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 29: The 
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) Thurs-
day alleged a BJP leader’s in-
volvement in the abduction of 
a married woman in Nayagarh 
district and accused the state 
government of failing to act, 
claiming the incident refl ects a 
worsening law and order situa-
tion and growing insecurity for 
women in the state.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Shankha Bhawan, 
Daspalla BJD MLA Ramesh 
Chandra Behera and party 
spokesperson Lora Mohapatra 
alleged that Raghav Mallick, 
BJP’s Daspalla Assembly can-
didate in the last election, kid-
napped a woman who has been 
reportedly missing for nearly a 
month.

Behera said the woman’s hus-
band had fi led a complaint with 
the local police station Decem-
ber 31, alleging his wife was ab-
ducted. He claimed that despite 
the complaint, police have taken 
no effective action so far and the 
woman’s whereabouts remain 
unknown. According to the 
BJD leader, the complainant 
submitted WhatsApp chat re-
cords between the accused and 
the woman as evidence. He fur-
ther alleged that the accused 
had threatened the woman’s 
husband. Describing the inci-
dent as part of a broader plan, 
Behera accused the BJP govern-
ment of providing protection to 
party leaders involved in crimes 
against women, resulting in a 
breakdown of law and order. 
He demanded immediate action 
and warned of street protests if 
the situation does not improve.

Party spokesperson Lora 
Mohapatra alleged that cases of 
atrocities against women have 
increased since the BJP came 
to power. Citing party data, she 
claimed that more than 40,000 
cases of crimes against women 
were registered in the state over 
the past 18 months, including 
around 4,000 rape cases.

She also referred to other re-
cent incidents allegedly involv-
ing BJP leaders in Khandapada 
and Rajnagar and claimed that 
several such cases have sur-
faced without any action being 
taken. “The Chief Minister 
speaks of women’s safety, but 
the involvement of leaders from 
the ruling party is weakening 
law enforcement,” she said.

BJD claims BJP leader’s 
involvement in Nayagarh 
woman’s abduction

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 29: Se-
nior Odisha BJP leaders, in-
cluding Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi, Thursday held 
a closed-door meeting here to 
discuss the party's strategy for 
the Rajya Sabha election and 
also strengthening the organi-
sation ahead of the rural polls, 
a party leader said.

The meeting held at the par-
ty's state headquarters under 
the chairmanship of Odisha 
BJP president Manmohan Sa-
mal was also attended by the 
party in-charge for the state 
Vijay Pal Singh Tomar, minis-
ters, MLAs, district presidents 
and key offi ce bearers. 

Majhi in a post on X said, 
"I participated as a worker in 
the state-level workers' meet-
ing organised at the state BJP 
offi ce in Bhubaneswar. On this 
occasion, there was an exten-
sive discussion on strengthen-
ing the organisation further 
and giving topmost priority 
to public service.” 

"As the chief servant of the 
state, I expressed my opinion 
on the direction and coordi-
nation of the government and 
the party to ensure that the 
government's welfare initia-
tives reach the individuals at 

the last mile of society," Majhi 
stated.

Replying to a question, Sa-
mal said, "The BJP has its 
Parliamentary Party Board to 
take a decision on the Rajya 
Sabha elections." 

The meeting was held at a 
time when the state is witness-
ing political discussions over 
the Rajya Sabha elections after 
ECI asked the state Chief Elec-
toral Offi cer to prepare for the 
elections for four RS seats to 
fall vacant in April, 2026.

Keeping in view the pres-
ent strength in the Assembly, 
the BJP is certain to win two 
seats, while the opposition 
BJD will easily get its one 
candidate elected. The tussle 
is likely to be for the fourth 
seat for which neither the BJP 
nor the BJD have the required 
support of 30 MLAs. 

The BJP has 79 MLAs and 
the support of three Indepen-
dent legislators, while the BJD 
has 48 MLAs plus two sus-

pended MLAs. The Congress 
has the support of 15 MLAs, 
including one from CPI (M). 

Sources said Thursday's 
closed-door meeting discussed 
the strategy on how to win the 
fourth seat despite not having 
the required number. 

Earlier, Law Minister Prithi-
viraj Harichandan told report-
ers that the BJP will win the 
fourth seat. After ensuring the 
victory of its two candidates 
in the upcoming RS polls, the 
BJP will have 22 additional 
MLAs, short of 8 MLAs to win 
the fourth seat. Similarly, the 
BJD will have 18 surplus MLAs 
and short of 12 votes. 

Thursday's meeting is politi-
cally signifi cant as it was held 
a day after Odisha Pradesh 
Congress Committee (OPCC) 
president Bhakta Charan Das 
sought an appointment with 
BJD president Naveen Pat-
naik and proposed to fi eld a 
united opposition candidate 
to restrict the ruling BJP to 
two seats.

However, BJP state general 
secretary Biranchi Narayan 
Tripathy, after the meeting, 
said that organisational issues 
and people-oriented work of 
the Centre and state govern-
ment were discussed in detail 
by the leaders in the meeting.

BJP leaders hold closed-door
meeting amid RS election buzz

PNN & AGENCIES 

Bhubaneswar, Jan 29: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Thursday said Odisha has been 
making steady progress and 
is on the path of inclusive and 
sustainable growth as evident 
from the Economic Survey of 
India 2025-26. 

Majhi made the statement 
based on the Economic Survey 
tabled in Parliament earlier on 
the day. 

“The Economic Survey of 
India (2025-26) affi rms the 
steady progress Odisha is 
making on the path of inclusive 
and sustainable growth. The 
state’s economy continues to 
strengthen. Odisha’s Net State 

Domestic Product (NSDP) has 
increased from `6.99 lakh crore 
in 2023-24 to an estimat-
ed `7.90 lakh crore 
in 2024-25, with 
the growth rate 
accelerating 
from 12.44 per 
cent to 13.04 
per cent.” 

“Per cap-
ita NSDP 
has reached 
`1,68,966, re-
flecting a 12.33 
per cent increase 
and improving income 
levels for the people of Odis-
ha,” the CM said, adding that 
agriculture remains a key pil-
lar of the state’s development 

strategy. 
Majhi said Odisha now 

ranks among the top three 
sunfl ower-producing 

states in India, 
contributing 0.03 
million tonne, 
or 11.6 per cent 
of national pro-
duction. This 
refl ects the 
government’s 

emphasis on 
crop diversifi ca-

tion, productivity 
enhancement, and 

farmer welfare, he said. 
Noting that agriculture 

continues to be a key pillar of 
Odisha’s development strategy, 
the CM said the state ranked 

among the top three sunfl ow-
er-producing states in the 
country. Financial inclusion 
is deepening across the state, 
as bank deposits have risen to 
`5.83 lakh crore, strengthening 
savings and investment.

“Our fi scal position remains 
strong, enabling sustained in-
vestment in infrastructure, 
education, and social welfare. 
Progress in education and pov-
erty reduction further refl ects 
our commitment to inclusive 
development,” Majhi said, add-
ing that the state government 
remains fi rmly committed to 
translating this growth into 
higher incomes, quality em-
ployment, and improved op-
portunities for every Odia.

State making steady progress: CM on Economic Survey
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estimated `7.90 lakh 
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2024-25



POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 29: The 
Commissionerate Police has 
arrested three persons in con-
nection with a large-scale on-
line investment fraud involv-
ing fake trading applications, 
in which a man was cheated 
of `94,62,461 lakh, police said 
Thursday.

The accused have been iden-
tifi ed as Lala Basantara (21), 
Manas Kumar Sahu (30) and 
Chinmaya Sahoo (19), all resi-
dents of Debagarh district.

Acting on reliable intelli-
gence, a special team of the 
Commissionerate Police, 
including the Cyber Crime 
and Economic Offences Wing 
(EOW) conducted raids and 
apprehended the accused.

According to police, the ac-
cused posed as representatives 
of SEBI-registered fi nancial in-
stitutions and added the com-
plainant to multiple WhatsApp 
groups, luring him with prom-
ises of high returns through 
stock trading, share invest-
ments and IPOs. The groups 
falsely assured compliance 
with SEBI norms to gain the 
victim’s trust.

The complainant was 
induced to invest money 
through two mobile trading 
applications named BOB 
Caps (BOB Capital Markets 
Limited, Mumbai) and Chola 
Pro (Cholamandalam Securi-
ties Limited, Chennai). These 
applications displayed fabri-
cated trading profi ts to create 
an illusion of genuine market 
activity.

Believing the claims to be 
genuine, the complainant 
transferred money through 
UPI, NEFT and RTGS to vari-
ous third-party bank accounts 
as directed by the accused. 
When he later attempted to 
withdraw the amount, he 
was asked to pay additional 
charges, including a 30 per 
cent service fee in the name 
of tax and processing charges. 

Despite making further 
payments, withdrawal was 
not allowed.

Subsequently, the applica-
tions showed the account sta-
tus as abnormal and all relat-
ed WhatsApp groups became 
inactive, raising suspicion 
of fraud.

The victim then lodged a 
complaint with the cyber po-
lice, following which the case 
was registered and investiga-
tion was taken up.

Police seized three mobile 
phones, one SBI ATM card and 
one UDYAM Registration Cer-
tifi cate from their possession.

After completion of all legal 
formalities, the accused were 
forwarded to the court. Fur-
ther investigation is underway 
to trace other accomplices and 
the money trail, police added.
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

31.2° 28.6°
16.8° 15.6°
85% 94%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

 Dry weather likely 
to prevail over the 

districts of 
Odisha

MARKET WATCH

GOLD  `162,769   `3.14

SILVER `368,000   `490

DOLLAR  91.91   0.10

EURO    109.61   0.41

SENSEX 82566.37   221.69

NIFTY     25418.90   76.15

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

Three held for `94.62 lakh 
online investment fraud

Police seize three 
mobile phones, an SBI 

ATM card and a UDYAM 
registration certifi cate 

from the accused

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 29: East 
Coast Railway (ECoR) General 
Manager Parmeshwar Funkw-
al participated in a high-level 
review meeting chaired by 
Andhra Pradesh (AP) Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu to assess the progress 
of major railway infrastruc-
ture and development projects 
across the state.

During the meeting, sev-
eral key East Coast Railway 
projects were reviewed, in-
cluding the doubling of the 
Kottavalasa–Koraput railway 
line, the fourth line between 
Kottavalasa and Vizianaga-
ram, and the proposed third 
and fourth lines between Vi-

zianagaram and Naupada on 
the busy Howrah–Chennai 
main line. The progress of 
the Vizianagaram–Titlagarh 
third-line project, a crucial ca-
pacity enhancement corridor 
linking Odisha and Andhra 
Pradesh, was also discussed.

The meeting also reviewed 
the ongoing upgradation of Vi-
sakhapatnam railway station, 
which is being modernised to 

provide world-class passenger 
amenities and state-of-the-art 
infrastructure.

Emphasising the need for 
close coordination between 
the state government and 
Indian Railways, CM Naidu 
directed concerned depart-
ments, including Revenue and 
Forest, to expedite statutory 
clearances for timely comple-
tion of projects. 

He assured full support from 
the state government in mat-
ters related to land acquisition, 
clearances and inter-depart-
mental coordination.

The meeting was attended 
by the General Managers of 
East Coast Railway, South 
Central Railway and South 
Coast Railway, along with se-
nior offi cials from Indian Rail-
ways and the Andhra Pradesh 
government, including offi cers 
from the Revenue and Forest 
departments. 

The deliberations focused on 
strengthening rail infrastruc-
ture, enhancing line capacity 
and improving connectivity 
to support economic growth, 
passenger convenience and 
freight movement.

Complainant 
was lured to 
invest through 
two mobile 
trading apps—
BOB Caps (BOB 
Capital Markets, 
Mumbai) and 
Chola Pro 
(Cholamandalam 
Securities, 
Chennai)

THE APPS SHOWED 
FABRICATED TRADING PROFITS, 

CREATING AN ILLUSION OF 
GENUINE MARKET 

ACTIVITY

VICTIM TRANSFERRED MONEY 
VIA UPI, NEFT AND RTGS TO 
VARIOUS THIRD-PARTY BANK 
ACCOUNTS AS INSTRUCTED BY 
THE ACCUSED

I, Lipsita Manjari 
Nanda, W/o Ashish 
Mishra Residence 
of  Jaya Gopal Sahi, 
Bajichowk, PO/PS 
- Dhenkanal Town, 
District - Dhenkanal, 
Odisha, PIN - 759001. 
Declare that by this 
Affi davit No. 538, 
Dated 29.01.2026 that 
now onwards I shall 
be  known as LIPSITA 
MISHRA for all future 
purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

STAGING PROTEST: Members of the Odisha State Electricity Employees Federation stage a demonstration in front of TPCODL offi ce in Bhubaneswar, 
Thursday, to press for fulfi llment of their demands PIC-BIKASH NAYAK

H&UD Min reviews 
CMC, CDA projects
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 29: Hous-
ing & Urban Development 
Minister Krushna Chandra 
Mahapatra Thursday reviewed 
the status of ongoing and pro-
posed development projects in 
Cuttack at a high-level meeting 
at Unnati Bhawan here. 

The review focused on works 
being executed by the Cuttack 
Municipal Corporation (CMC) 
and the Cuttack Development 
Authority (CDA) to strength-
en urban infrastructure and 
improve civic amenities in the 
Silver City.

During the meeting, CMC 
Commissioner and CDA 
Vice-Chairman Kirandeep 
Kaur Sahota made detailed 
presentations on priority ini-
tiatives, including the develop-
ment and beautifi cation of the 
historic Gora Kabar cremation 
ground, rejuvenation of reve-
nue water bodies, modernisa-
tion and expansion of gosala 
projects, upgradation of public 
amenities such as multi-pur-
pose parks and the fi sh market, 
and other citizen-centric proj-
ects aimed at sustainable and 
inclusive urban development 
in Cuttack.

Minister Mahapatra direct-
ed CMC and CDA offi cials to 
take immediate, coordinated 
action for effective implemen-
tation of the projects. He reit-
erated the state government’s 
commitment to fulfi lling the 
aspirations of Cuttack resi-
dents and stressed adherence 
to timelines, quality standards 
and seamless inter-departmen-
tal coordination.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 29: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Thursday expressed deep sor-
row over the untimely demise 
of brave Army soldier Jitu Be-
hera, a native of Anandapalli 
village in Nayagarh district, 
who was serving in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

“I am deeply heartbroken to 
learn about the untimely de-
mise of brave soldier Jitu Be-
hera from Anandapalli village 
in Nayagarh district. Losing a 
son of Odisha who dedicated 
his life to the nation’s security 
is an irreparable loss for the 
state and the country,” Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
said in a condolence message.

He added that Behera’s dedi-
cated service and unparalleled 
patriotism in the Indian Army 
would continue to inspire the 
youth of the state.

Extending his heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved 
family, Chief Minister Majhi 
prayed to Lord Jagannath for 
the peaceful repose of the de-
parted soul during this time of 
profound grief.

According to reports, the 
31-year-old jawan, who was 
serving as a ‘Naik’ in the Ar-
my’s NK Rank, collapsed while 
on duty in the Tangdhar area 
of north Kashmir’s Kupwara 
district January 26. He was 
rushed to a nearby health 
centre following a suspected 
cardiac arrest but could not 
be saved.

Jitu’s mortal remains were 
brought back to his native vil-
lage on Wednesday evening. A 
large number of people gath-
ered to pay their fi nal respects 

as the last rites were performed 
with full state honours. 

A solemn procession was 
taken out, during which po-
lice personnel from Itamati 
and Nayagarh district also 
paid tribute to the fallen 
soldier.

The entire village remains 
in shock following his sudden 
demise. Jitu had married only 
a few months ago.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kalma (Chhattisgarh), Jan 
29: Activists and members of 
Mahanadi Bachao Andolan 
Thursday visited the Kalma 
Barrage in Chhattisgarh, 
staged a protest and attempt-
ed to dismantle the sand em-
bankment constructed over 
the barrage downstream, high-
lighting the serious concerns 
over restricted water fl ow in 
the Mahanadi.

The team, led by the out-
fi t’s convenor Sudarshan Das, 
marched from Kanaktora near 
Odisha border to the Kalma 
Barrage in the morning. During 
the inspection, the delegation 
walked across the barrage and 
observed that only one of its 66 
gates was open. They expressed 
serious concern after noting 
that even the limited water 
released through the open gate 
was being blocked by a sand 
embankment.

Following the inspection, 
protesters gathered near the 
embankment and symbolical-

ly attempted to break it, call-
ing the act a warning to the 
Chhattisgarh government. Das 
said the protest was aimed at 
drawing attention to the wors-
ening inter-state water dispute 
between Odisha and Chhattis-
garh. He warned that the agita-
tion would intensify if correc-
tive measures were not taken 
immediately. Spokesperson 
Prasanna Bisoyi also reiterated 
the demand for urgent action.

The protest saw participa-
tion from social activists, river 
conservationists, and farmer 
leaders from both Odisha and 
Chhattisgarh. Prominent lead-
ers from various organisations 
and the Hirakud submergence 
area were present.

ECoR GM, AP CM review key rly projects

The Washington Post called 
it a historic deal with its 

headline saying ‘India and 
EU clinch the ‘mother of all 
deals’ in a historic free trade 
agreement’.

Associated Press highlight-
ed the scale of the deal with 
its headline saying that ‘India 
and the European Union reach 
a free trade deal representing 
a third of global trade’.

On Fox News, Pakistani 
journalist Qamar Cheema 
said India is set to benefit 
from this agreement, as tar-
iffs will be reduced to zero in 
several key sectors. He said 
that neighbouring countries 
like Pakistan and Bangladesh 
will no longer be able to com-
pete with India in the Europe-
an market.

Several senior political 
leaders across Europe pub-
licly welcomed the FTA.

Germany Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz called the conclu-
sion of negotiations a ‘very 

positive sign’ and urged 
swift implementation to boost 
growth and prosperity.

Finland President Alexan-
der Stubb described the FTA 
as historic and the largest 
trade deal ever concluded by 
either side, saying it would 
significantly intensify eco-
nomic and political ties.

Sweden Prime Minister 
Ulf Kristersson said the 
agreement marks the launch 
of a new era of cooperation, 
strengthening prosperity, 
competitiveness and secu-
rity through trade and part-
nership. 

Denmark Foreign Minis-
ter Lars Løkke Rasmussen 
extended full support to the 
FTA, calling it geopolitically 
crucial and highlighting the 
first-mover advantage in a 
combined market of two bil-
lion people.

Global business leaders 

operating in India responded 
with strong optimism, calling 
the FTA a long-awaited break-
through.

Jürgen Westermeier, Pres-
ident and Managing Direc-
tor for India and South Asia 
at Airbus and President of 
the Federation of European 
Business in India, described 
the FTA as a ‘big moment’ 
after 20 years of discussions 
and said it would act as an 
accelerator of opportunities 
for both sides.

Jan Noether, Director Gen-
eral of Indo-German Chamber 
of Commerce, said the FTA 
brings together two billion 
people and nearly a quarter 
of global GDP, describing it 
as the ‘mother of all free trade 
agreements’.

Leading industry repre-
sentatives, including CEOs 
from key German carmakers 
such as Volkswagen, BMW, 

and Mercedes-Benz, praised 
the deal’s potential to boost 
German exports to India and 
strengthen global supply 
chains.

Global policy experts and 
think tanks described the 
FTA as substantively strong 
and strategically well-timed.

Richard Rossow, Senior Ad-
visor at the Center for Strate-
gic and International Studies, 
said the deal brings together 
a quarter of the world’s popu-
lation and a massive share of 
global trade, adding that the 
positive optics reflect strong 
substance. 

Michael Kugelman, Se-
nior Fellow at the Atlantic 
Council, called the FTA the 
‘right deal at the right time’, 
stressing that it goes beyond 
cushioning US tariffs and in-
stead consolidates a broader, 
fast-growing strategic part-
nership.

CM pays tribute to 
soldier Jitu Behera

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 29: The 
Telecom Regulatory Authori-
ty of India (TRAI), in associ-
ation with Sri Sri University 
(SSU), Thursday conducted a 
Telecom Consumer Outreach 
Programme here to create 
awareness among telecom 
consumers about their rights 
and privileges.

A large number of students, 
staff, telecom consumers, 
representatives of telecom 
service providers and Con-
sumer Forums participated 
in the programme. Ch Bhiksh-
am, Senior Research Offi cer, 
TRAI, Hyderabad, welcomed 
the gathering and explained 
the objectives of organising 
the programme.

Prof RN Satpathy, Dean, 
Faculty of Engineering and 

Technology, Sri Sri Universi-
ty, thanked the TRAI Regional 
Offi ce, Hyderabad, for choos-
ing the university to conduct 
the programme and urged stu-
dents to use the opportunity 
to update their knowledge in 
pursuit of their goals.

G Suresh Reddy, ITS, Joint 
Advisor, TRAI Regional Offi ce, 
Hyderabad, delivered the key-
note address and explained the 
growth of the telecom sector 
and TRAI’s role in its orderly 
development, while safeguard-
ing consumer interests.

In his presentation, Reddy 
detailed the steps taken by 
TRAI to address unsolicited 
communications, the telecom 
complaint redressal mecha-
nism, maintenance of quali-
ty of service, mobile number 
portability and EMF radiation 
among other things.

TRAI conducts consumer 
outreach programme

FROM P1

Global media, leaders… 

31-year-old jawan, 
serving as a Naik in 
the Army, collapsed 
on duty in Tangdhar, 
Kupwara district, 
January 26 and 
was rushed to a 
nearby health centre 
following a suspected 
cardiac arrest, but 
could not be saved

Activists protest limited Mahanadi fl ow
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Berhampur, Jan 29: Brinda 
Rani Panda, a Class IX student 
of a public school in Berham-
pur city, said she felt like her 
dream came true after meeting 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di during the ninth edition of 
‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’, recent-
ly held at New Delhi.

Brinda, daughter of a police 
offi cer, was the only student 
from the state who got the op-
portunity to engage in the dis-
cussion with the Prime Minister 
Saturday on exam tips, along 
with 36 other students from dif-
ferent parts of the country.

“It felt like a dream come true 
when I met the Prime Minister,” 
she recalled her experience. 
Brinda said she greeted the 
Prime Minister by saying “Jai 

Jagannath”. He immediately re-
sponded the same and inquired 
about her home state.

During the session, she posed 
a question to PM Modi in writ-
ing regarding time management 
before the exam.

“To my surprise, the PM 
grasped the essence of my query 
and provided a detailed response 
to my question, which I will follow 
for the rest of my life,” she said.

“He (PM) has advised me 
to prepare a list of important 
works on a priority basis for the 
next day before going to bed, ac-
cordingly perform the tasks the 
next day and evaluate the perfor-
mance of the day before going to 
bed and prepare the tasks for the 
following day,” she said.

“PM Modi responded to her 
query and explained it very 
well within fi ve minutes,” the 

girl student said.
Brinda was selected to partic-

ipate in the programme after ap-
plying online and asked questions 
about the skills in demand in fu-
ture, which would help generate 
employment and economic growth.

She is also one of the ‘Super 
100’ winners of Project Veer 
Gatha, jointly organised by the 
Ministry of Education and the 
Ministry of Defence.

Brinda was given a cash 
award of `10,000, a medal and 
a certifi cate as an award in the 
ceremony at New Delhi, after 
her painting about great Indian 
warriors who sacrifi ced their 
lives for the nation was selected 
in the secondary stage (Class IX 
and X) in a function held at New 
Delhi on the same day.

Her school principal AK Mish-
ra said, “We are very happy as 

Brinda was the only student 
from the state to win an award 
in Veer Gatha in the secondary 
stage and to participate in Parik-
sha Pe Charcha.”

After visiting Rashtrapati Bha-
van and attending the Republic 
Day parade in Kartabya Path Jan-
uary 26, Brinda returned to her 
hometown Berhampur.

Dream come true: Berhampur Class IX girl after meeting PM

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Jan 29: A special 
POCSO court Thursday sen-
tenced six persons to 20 years 
of imprisonment each in a 2024 
gangrape case involving a mi-
nor student.

Judge Pranati Patnaik deliv-
ered the verdict after fi nding 
the defendants guilty based on 
forensic evidence and witness 
testimony. The convicts were 
identifi ed as Rutun Kumar 
Das, 25, of Padhi Colony, Aska; 
Rudra Jena, 24, of Babanpur 
Patnasahi, Aska; Abhilash Pa-
lei, 21, of Balisahi, Beguniapa-
da; Akash Nayak, 29, of Sampal-
li under Sorada police limits; 
Juman Gouda, 22, of Kendupat 
under Khallikote police limits 
and Omkar Jena, 26, of Bhu-
tasarsing under Purushottam-
pur police limits.

The judge also slapped a 
fi ne of `10,000 on each convict. 
Failure to pay the penalty 
will result in an additional 18 
months of imprisonment. The 
total fi ne amount of ` 60,000 is 
to be awarded to the victim, the 
judge ordered.

Additionally, Patnaik di-
rected the Secretary of the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA) to give away `15 lakh 
in fi nancial assistance to the 
survivor. 

During the trial, Special Pub-
lic Prosecutor Narayan Panda 
presented the case, which in-
cluded statements recorded by 
13 witnesses. The judge deliv-

ered the verdict after the six 
accused were brought from Ber-
hampur Circle Jail to the court.

According to court records, 
the victim, a student of Class 
XII at a private college, was 

waiting for her father near 
Hillpatna after visiting a friend 
on the evening of May 3, 2024. 
She was approached then by 
the prime accused and her male 
friend, Rutun Kumar Das.

Das, who she knew, lured 
her to a bachelors’ residence 
in Brahmanagar Second Lane 
in the city. She became suspi-
cious and asked Rutun about 
the place. Das reportedly of-
fered her a spiked soft drink 
under the pretext of calling his 
mother before the assault took 
place involving the other fi ve 
accomplices.

According to police reports, 
the victim lost her sense after 
consuming the drink. Investi-
gators said Rutun then called 
fi ve to seven friends to the room, 
where they took turns to rape 
the unconscious girl. The assault 
continued from 7pm till 10pm.

The victim’s father attempt-
ed to contact her by phone sev-
eral times during the ordeal but 
was unsuccessful. When the 
victim regained consciousness 
around 10pm, Rutun allegedly 
threatened her to remain silent 
before dropping her off at Biji-
pur Junction on his motorcycle.

The survivor informed her 
family of the assault upon return-
ing home. A formal complaint 
was lodged at the Baidyanath-
pur police station May 5. Police 
registered a case (240/24) and 
launched an investigation.  Lat-
er, police apprehended Rutun and 
subsequently arrested the other 
suspects from various locations. 

Gangrape of minor: 6 men
awarded 20 years in prison

20-year RI for minor’s rape
PHULBANI: A POCSO court in Kand-
hamal district Thursday sentenced 
a man to 20 years rigorous impris-
onment (RI) for raping a 16-year-old 
girl in 2021. POCSO court judge 
Manoranjan Das has also imposed 
a fi ne of `50,000 on the convict 
Hemanta Patra, 21. If the penalty is 
not realised, he will remain in cus-
tody for another six months, said 
Ramesh Chandra Mohanty, Special 
Public Prosecutor of the court. 
According to the prosecution, the 
accused, who was an unemployed 
youth in 2021, raped the girl when 
she went to the outskirts of her 
village in the evening to attend to 
nature’s call. The convict threat-
ened the girl and also raped the girl 
several times under Belghar police 
station area, Mohanty said. Later, 
the victim’s family member lodged 
an FIR with Belghar police. Patra 
was then arrested and forwarded 
to judicial custody, he added.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Joda/Barbil, Jan 29: Police 
Thursday destroyed illicit 
opium cultivation spread over 
nearly two acres in a remote 
forest area of Keonjhar district, 
offi cials said. 

Acting on specifi c intelli-
gence inputs, a police team 
raided an abandoned and inac-
cessible forest patch in the Su-
nanadi river basin under Roida 
panchayat of Joda block, within 
Barbil police station limits. The 
team uprooted and destroyed 
opium plants, including fl owers 
and mature crops, cultivated 
across the area.

No arrests were made during 
the operation, and an investiga-
tion is underway, police said.

According to offi cials, Keon-
jhar Superintendent of Police 
Nitin Kushalkar received con-
fi dential information about the 
illegal cultivation. Acting on 

his directions, the raid was led 
by Barbil Sub-Divisional Police 
Offi cer Devendranath Pingua, 
along with Barbil Inspector In-
Charge Ashok Kumar Nayak 
and other police personnel. The 
operation began around 9am.

The Forest department esti-
mated the destroyed crop could 
have yielded opium worth more 
than `5 crore. Offi cials said opi-
um is processed to extract mor-
phine, which is further refi ned 

to manufacture heroin, a highly 
addictive narcotic.

Barbil Additional Tehsildar 
Santosh Kumar Kar and Jonson 
Kindu were present on magis-
trate duty during the destruc-
tion of the crop.

Local residents, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
several Hindi-speaking youths 
from outside the area had been 
frequenting the site to tend to 
the crop. They added that fa-

vourable cold weather this 
season had accelerated plant 
growth and that harvesting was 
expected in March.

Public concern has grown 
over how opium cultivation 
was allowed to fl ourish over a 
large forest stretch in the Ro-
lada forest range despite the 
presence of forest protection 
staff. The area, surrounded by 
mining operations, is regular-
ly visited by offi cials from the 
mining, forest and other gov-
ernment departments.

Residents alleged the culti-
vation was carried out in an 
organised manner, raising ques-
tions about possible institution-
al lapses. Police said this is the 
fi rst instance of large-scale opi-
um cultivation detected in the 
district and suspect the involve-
ment of interstate traffi ckers.

Citing the sensitivity of the 
investigation, Pingua declined 
to share further details.

Opium plantation on 2 acre destroyed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Baripada, Jan 29: The au-
thorities of Similipal National 
Park in Mayurbhanj district 
Thursday imposed certain 
restrictions on the movement 
of visitors due to security and 
administrative arrangements 
for President Droupadi Mur-
mu’s tour.

The office of Similipal Field 
Director Prakash Chand 
Gogineni, in an order, said 
that three roads leading to 
the National Park will remain 
closed for visitors from Feb-
ruary 4 to 6.

Kalikaprasad gate and Gud-

gudia tourism zone will be 
closed from February 4 to 6 
for tourists. The safari at cen-
tral zone (Gudgudia) will also 
be closed for the afternoon of 
February 5 and the morning of 
February 6, the order said.

Forest department sources 
said that President Murmu will 
make a night halt in Similipal 
National Park February 5 and 
return the next day.

According to officials, the 
President will undertake a 
six-day visit to Odisha be-
ginning February 2. She will 
reach Bhubaneswar February 
2 and stay overnight at Lok 
Bhavan in the state capital.

The President is slated to 
visit Jajpur and offer prayers 
at the temple of Goddess Biraja 
February 3. Thereafter, she is 
set to attend the convocation 
ceremony of Fakir Mohan (FM) 
University in Balasore as the 
chief guest.

The same evening, Murmu 
is scheduled to proceed to Puri, 
where she will visit Shree Ja-
gannath Temple for darshan of 
the trinity February 4.

The President is also slat-
ed to visit her native Mayur-
bhanj district February 5 and 
6, where she will participate 
in multiple official and cul-
tural programmes.

Prez visit: Curbs for tourists in Similipal

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Jan 29: A local court 
Thursday sentenced a youth to life 
imprisonment after convicting him of 
double murder linked to post-pancha-
yat election violence in Nabarangpur 
village under Digapahandi police lim-
its of Ganjam district in 2022.

The Additional District and Sessions 
Judge (ADJ-III) Bibaswat Gautam con-
victed the prime accused, Bijay Gouda 
alias Toofan, 26, for the murders and sen-
tenced him to life imprisonment. Apart 
from the punishment, the judge also 
imposed a fi ne of `10,000 on him. In de-
fault, he has to undergo an additional six 
months of rigorous imprisonment (RI).

A co-accused, Mayur Gouda, 43, was 
acquitted due to lack of suffi cient evi-

dence. During the trial, statements of 
33 witnesses were recorded. The pros-
ecution was conducted by Additional 
Public Prosecutor Rajat Kumar Das on 
behalf of the state government.

The incident took place amid polit-
ical violence following the panchayat 
elections in 2022, when tension pre-
vailed between two groups of support-
ers of a particular political party. The 
incident occurred when Pradeep Sa-
hu, 26, of Nabarangpur village and his 
friend Babu Gouda, 38, were returning 
home after bathing in a pond at around 
8pm, May 29, 2022. They were allegedly 
attacked by members of the rival group 
and hacked to death with swords and 
knives on the village road.

Based on a complaint fi led by Apana 
Sahu, brother of deceased Pradeep, Digap-
ahandi police registered a case (185/22) 
and launched an investigation. The then 
investigating offi cer, Deepti Ranjan Behe-
ra, arrested the prime accused Bijay June 
19, 2022. The other accused Mayur, who 
had fl ed, was later arrested from Mumbai 
and produced before the court. 

Youth gets life term for double murder

NARENDRA RAUT, OP

Koraput, Jan 29: The culture 
and traditions of the Bonda 
tribe were on display at the 
Ankadeli weekly market as 
foreign tourists visited the haat 
and interacted with members 
of one of Odisha’s oldest indig-

enous communities, offi cials 
and locals said.

The visit turned the weekly 
market into a site of cultural 
exchange, with tourists engag-
ing with Bonda women, taking 
photographs and admiring 
their traditional ornaments, 
distinctive attire and age-old 

customs. Tourists also pur-
chased locally made products 
from Bonda women, providing 
economic support and encour-
agement to the community.

The Bonda tribe is known 
for preserving its ancient tradi-
tions and lifestyle despite mod-
ern infl uences. The Ankadeli 
weekly market serves as an 
important platform for the 
community to showcase its 
identity through traditional 
clothing, handmade jewellery, 
forest produce and local crafts.

Local residents and offi cials 
said such visits help draw wid-
er attention to tribal cultures 
that are often confi ned to re-
mote regions. A local offi cial 

said the presence of foreign 
tourists refl ects growing in-
terest in tribal heritage and 
cultural tourism, adding that 
responsible tourism can help 
support preservation efforts.

Bonda culture draws foreign tourists at Ankadeli marketBLACKBUCK CENSUS CONCLUDES
POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur/Berhampur, Jan 
29: Forest offi cials are optimistic 
about an increase in the blackbuck 
population in Ganjam district fol-
lowing the conclusion of a census 
conducted across three forest divi-
sions, offi cials said Thursday.

The Berhampur Regional Chief 
Conservator of Forests conducted 
the census of the rare antelope 
across forest ranges under the 
North Ghumusar, South Ghu-
musar and Berhampur forest 
divisions. The exercise aims to 
determine the exact population of 
blackbucks amid intensifi ed pro-
tection and conservation efforts.

The census was carried out un-
der the supervision of Divisional 

Forest Offi cers (DFOs) Himans-
hu Sekhar Mohanty of North 
Ghumusar, Binod Acharya of 
South Ghumusar and Sunny 
Khokhar of Berhampur division.

More than 100 teams were de-
ployed across all forest ranges, 
with each team comprising forest 
offi cials, environmentalists and 
students, according to offi cials.

The counting was conducted 
in two phases — from 6am to 
9am and from 4pm to 6pm.

Foresters said they expect a 
rise in the blackbuck popula-
tion across all three divisions 
due to sustained conservation 
and protection measures. The 
fi nal population fi gures are ex-
pected in the coming days after 
data consolidation.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Baripada, Jan 29: A 35-year-
old tribal man allegedly hacked 
his mother to death, suspecting 
her of performing witchcraft 
in Mayurbhanj district, police 
said Thursday.

The deceased was identifi ed 
as Raimani Singh (55). The in-
cident took place at Kalarafulia 
village under Betnoti police 
station limits Thursday. The 
accused was her son, Tapan 
Singh. Police said that the el-
derly woman died on the spot, 
and a case of murder was regis-
tered at Betnoti police station.

Betnoti police station Inspec-
tor In-Charge Sasmita Mohanto 
said that Tapan killed his moth-
er after suspecting her of per-
forming witchcraft on his wife, 
who often fell sick. Tapan was 
arrested, police said.

The body was sent to PRM 
Medical College and Hospital, 
Baripada, for post-mortem, po-
lice added.

Tribal man kills mother
suspecting ‘witchcraft’



Among the more remarkable features of US President Donald 
Trump’s meandering speech at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos was his invocation of the cultural bonds that made 

the West so prosperous. But Trump obviously did not believe a word 
he said when he praised the “special culture” and “spirit that lifted 
the West.” After all, that culture was liberal, market-oriented, and 
committed to providing dignity to all people. It challenged entrenched 
hierarchies and rejected absolute authority. The West prospered by 
rejecting the type of regime he is seeking to create in America, em-
braced in Hungary, Turkey, and elsewhere, and would like to see take 
root across Europe.

Economists and sociologists have studied this culture to understand 
where the West’s dynamism came from. The most recent Nobel lau-
reates in economics, Joel Mokyr, Philippe Aghion, and Peter Howitt, 
have made this their life’s work, and their fi ndings are wholly incom-
patible with the Trump administration’s policies.

When US Secretary of Commerce Howard Lutnick declares that 
“capitalism has a new sheriff in town,” he mischaracterizes the es-
sence of markets. They do not need sheriffs. They need credible rules 
and competition. Having a supervisor-in-chief is closer to the Chinese 
model than to the “spirit” to which Trump 
paid lip service in Davos.

Like China, the Trump administration 
has also tried directing resources that are 
better allocated through markets, as well as 
bluntly demanding shares of private fi rms. 
Trump even coercively engineered the sale 
of TikTok to ensure that one of the biggest 
stakes in the new US entity went to his bil-
lionaire buddy, Larry Ellison of Oracle. This 
is virtually crony capitalism, Kremlin-style. 
The traditional Western form of capitalism, 
mostly recently espoused by Ronald Reagan 
and Margaret Thatcher, would leave fi rms 
– and central banks – alone to do their work 
of building prosperity.

The “special culture” also rejected perma-
nent castes and inherited status. The Athe-
nian spirit that led to the rise of the West 
slowly did away with these, not least by end-
ing absolute monarchy. The “divine right of 
kings” gave way to democratic elections and 
other mechanisms of public accountability.

Trump’s assertion that he is guided by 
nothing other than his own morality re-
turns us to the Hobbesian world of the Le-
viathan. That system helped preserve royal 
privilege until liberal ideas – as espoused by 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, John Locke, John 
Stuart Mill, and many others – undercut the 
rationale for the kind of absolute authority 
that Trump craves, and which the conserva-
tive majority on the US Supreme Court has been enabling.

The curbing of royal privilege led to greater inclusion and opportu-
nities for all members of society to make a decent living by drawing on 
their own free thoughts and labor. The hierarchy of the countryside 
was replaced with the liberty of the city. Stadtluft macht frei – city air 
makes you free – said the Germans. Towns won out over the country-
side and the old feudal order. Now MAGA wants to return us there.

Liberal capitalism has been the great engine of inclusion, advanc-
ing what the economic historian Deirdre McCloskey calls “bourgeois 
dignity.” It allowed professions to fl ourish and cut down old barriers 
to class mobility (thus falsifying Marxist predictions), and it subse-
quently overrode gender, race, ethnic, and national biases, as well as 
toppling hierarchies such as slavery and colonialism.

One of the more beautiful and enduring legacies of the culture of the 
West is liberal arts education, which aims to free the imagination and 
inculcate a belief in open-mindedness and an allergy to intellectual 
rigidity or dogma. Until the end of the 18th century, the prevailing 
assumption was that only the propertied classes could think freely. 
Liberal arts freed minds from the bonds of birth, a movement with 
roots in the Renaissance, with Machiavelli tying good governance to 
virtue rather than fortune.

This culture also afforded dignity to all professions. Until the 18th 
century, art was considered a frivolous activity, suitable only under 
royal patronage. But with the ever increasing commercialization of 
the arts, the creative professions fl ourished. Whereas opera on the Old 
Continent depended on subsidies and patronage, the Americans in-
vented the Broadway musical and, later, Hollywood. Such market-ori-
ented creations (all examples of creative destruction) produced the 
American culture that would achieve unrivaled global infl uence in 
the 20th century.

The addition of Trump’s name to the Kennedy Center in Washington 
symbolically returns us to the days of royal patronage, albeit without 
even an opera company. Trump boasts of the $250 million in patronage 
he has brought in, but as usual, the facts tell a different story: ticket 
sales have dwindled, and artists will not sing and dance at a venue 
that has been dragooned into advancing an illiberal vision of America.

The “pinnacle of human achievement” that Trump appeared to 
praise in his Davos speech rests not on authoritarianism, but on pol-
icies to encourage and attract virtue and creativity. In a recent fi nding, 
Aghion and his colleagues show that IQ, more than the fortunes of 
birth or economic privilege, overwhelmingly accounts for inventors 
and inventions. Openness to global talent is part of America’s “pre-
cious inheritance.”

The rise of the West is a simple story to tell culturally. It’s about Eu-
rope moving toward openness, cosmopolitanism, intellectual freedom, 
the deepening of markets, transparent rules, and, above all, institu-
tional checks and balances. Trump’s actions and policies negate these 
achievements at every turn. His administration claims that Europeans 
face “civilizational erasure,” even as it encourages white Christian 
nationalism at home.

Trump and the MAGA faithful know nothing of the “spirit that 
lifted the West.” On the contrary, they represent everything that it 
swept away centuries ago.

The writer is University Professor at the Schar 
School of Policy and Government, George Mason University, 

and Richard von Weizsäcker Fellow with the Robert Bosch 
Academy (Berlin). 
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L
ong before the TV 
screen or mobile 
phone took over our 
lives, there was the 

humble radio. For anyone who 
grew up in the India of the 70s, 
the radio was our window to a 
wider world. This was my uni-
verse where I fell in love with 
Hindi fi lm music as Vividh 
Bharti played popular songs 
every day, where I imbibed 
the joy of listening to the re-
doubtable Ameen Sayani 
conduct the Sunday after-
noon Bournvita quiz contest, 
where I embraced the ecsta-
sy of India winning the 1975 
hockey World Cup as Jasdev 
Singh’s excited voice radiated 
with patriotic fervor, where I 
would switch on my pocket 
transistor in class to get the 
latest cricket score. 

And then there was BBC ra-
dio service. Every morning my 
late grandfather, a police offi -
cer, would listen to the daily 
bulletin after an hour of yoga 
and meditation. ‘If it is news, 
follow the BBC..’ he would tell 
me. A wide-eyed kid obsessed 
with the news whirl, the BBC 
became an early companion. 
As did Mr BBC for us, the one 
and only Mark Tully (later Sir 
Mark Tully). 

I remember being at a hair 
salon in 1984 when the news 
fi rst broke on BBC that Indira 
Gandhi had been assassinated. 
All India Radio was playing 
mournful music but it was the 
eloquent voice of Tully that 
confi rmed the terrible news. 
Years later, in 1992, I was a 
reporter in Mumbai when the 
Babri Masjid was demolished; 
it was again the BBC and Tully 
that we turned to for the most 
concise on the spot reportage. 
Tully had been chased by a 
mob of frenzied kar-sevaks 
threatening to kill him but the 
harrowing experience didn’t 
stop him from telling the story 
as lucidly as possible. 

His was the voice of trust 
and credibility, attributes 
built over time and years of 
painstaking travels across 
the length and breadth of a 
vast country. He was witness 
to cataclysmic events over 
several decades as the BBC’s 

India bureau chief and made 
brand BBC a household name. 

I recall travelling through 
Uttar Pradesh with my cam-
era person in the mid-1990s. 
We reached a village near 
Lucknow where a mango or-
chard owner invited us to his 
house for tea. He showed us an 
album with a photo he had tak-
en with Tully a few years ear-
lier. ‘It was my fan moment,’ 
he gushed. Tully Saab was a 
celebrity in an age where you 
didn’t have to raise your voice 
to make a mark. It was enough 
to speak in measured tones 
with calmness and authority. 

I too had my fan moment 
with the great journalist. I 
had just moved to Delhi in 
1994, fi nding my way through 
the capital’s power corridors. 
Frankly, I wasn’t as keen to 
meet politicians as I was to 
call on Tully. When I rang up 
to seek an appointment, Tully 
instantly responded and said 
that he would be delighted 
to meet. Where pompous ed-
itors would rarely step out 
of their cabins to meet their 
reporters, Tully was happy to 
engage with a twenty-some-
thing young journalist. He 
enjoyed being in the company 
of fellow journalists, sharing 

stories and his wide-ranging 
experiences with anyone who 
wished to listen. It was a rare 
quality for a person who for 
all his considerable achieve-
ments always had his feet on 
the ground. He wasn’t a typical 
‘fi rang’ journalist who sought 
out Indian journalists only for 
information; instead, he saw 
himself as an intrinsic part 
of a wider Indian journalis-
tic community while making 
lifelong friendships. Which is 
perhaps why he felt so much 
more at home in India than he 
did in England. 

The warmth and affection 
he felt towards India was gen-
uine and not an Orientalist 
fantasy. India for Tully was 
the ultimate sights and sounds 
living experience that so en-
thralled him. Then be it rat-
tling along on pot-holed roads 
in a sturdy white Ambassador 
or just walking in his beloved 
Sundar Nursery Gardens, Tul-
ly embraced India as his own. 

The 1835 Macaulay’s Min-
ute advocated for the use of 
English as the medium of in-
struction to create “a class” of 
persons, Indian in blood and 
colour, but English in taste, 
in opinions, in morals, and in 
intellect. Tully turned Macau-

lay on his head: he may have 
been English in blood and co-
lour but had a streak of quint-
essential Indian curiosity and 
infectious energy that set him 
apart.

Not surprisingly, Tully 
wasn’t enamoured with tele-
vision. He did do the odd 
television documentary, in-
cluding a memorable one on 
great Indian train journeys, 
but the radio was always his 
fi rst love. Maybe it was the 
simplicity of the medium that 
attracted him. I once invited 
him to a debate on the ‘Big 
Fight’ programme I anchored 
at the time on NDTV. He did 
come after a fair amount of 
persuasion but didn’t really 
seem to enjoy the experience. 
‘It’s all a bit too loud, isn’t it,’ 
he remarked politely.

What was most striking 
about Tully was his ability to 
rise above the din of political 
India. He was expelled from In-
dia during the Emergency but 
that didn’t stop him from ana-
lysing Indira Gandhi up close 
and personal. He was targeted 
by Hindutva forces during the 
Ayodhya movement but that 
didn’t prevent him from en-
gaging in candid conversation 
with an LK Advani. 

How would Tully have react-
ed to the ascent of ‘godi’ or em-
bedded media? It’s a question I 
never quite got down to asking 
him. But I do recall one of our 
last conversations at the India 
International Centre where he 
would often be spotted with a 
group of close friends. ‘I guess 
it isn’t easy being a journalist 
in today’s India!’ he smiled 
with a twinkle in the eye. The 
BBC offi ces in India had just 
been searched by the income 
tax authorities within weeks 
of the broadcaster airing a 
documentary critical of Prime 
Minister Modi and the 2002 
Gujarat riots. I smiled back 
and gently nodded. Sometimes 
a facial expression says more 
than a thousand words ever 
can. As his book is aptly titled, 
there are no full stops in India. 
Farewell Sir Mark, travel well.

The writer is senior 
journalist and author.
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West Betrayed

SPECTRUM INVESTMENT

Understanding Non-Earning Asset

Prevent future tragedies

Sir, The shocking and unexpected reports of the death 
of Ajit Pawar, in an air crash at Baramati have once 
again turned public attention toward aviation safety 
in India. The tragedy has sparked urgent questions 
about the standards governing chartered fl ights and 
the readiness of smaller airstrips that often handle VIP 
movement. Preliminary indications suggest that poor 
visibility may have played a decisive role in the mishap. 
Worryingly, Baramati airport is said to lack advanced 
navigational aids that can assist pilots during adverse 
weather and low-visibility conditions. The Aircraft 
Accident Investigation Bureau has initiated a probe, 
whose fi ndings are expected to establish the precise 
cause of the crash. More importantly, the investiga-
tion must lead to concrete corrective measures. India’s 
long history of losing political leaders to such disasters 
underlines the need for stricter oversight, upgraded 
infrastructure, and uncompromising safety protocols 
to prevent future tragedies.  

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

By your stumbling, the 
world is perfected.

 SRI AUROBINDO BBC’S VOICE OF INDIA
OBITUARY

H aving retired from a 
Public Sector Bank 
after rendering ser-

vice for 35 years as an offi cer, I 
am privileged to have grasped 
some of the fundamental con-
cepts related to banking and 
fi nance. One such concept 
worth discussing about, for 
the benefi t of even a layman, 
is ‘Non-Earning Asset’.

We are somewhat famil-
iar with the nomenclature 
Non-Performing Assets (NPA) 
having commonly heard and 
read about the term. NPAs 
are those loans and advances 
where instalments and inter-
est remain in default contin-
uously for 90 days. In other 
words, when a loan/ advances 
account stays irregular contin-
uously for 90 days, it is classi-
fi ed as a Non-Performing Asset 
(NPA) by the lender bank.

It will be pertinent to elu-
cidate here that loans and ad-
vances portfolio of a bank is 
refl ected on the asset side in 
the balance sheet. A balance 

sheet has two sides: liabili-
ties and assets. Liabilities are 
sources of funds and Assets 
are uses of funds. Capital from 
promotors/ investors and de-
posits from public are main 
sources of funds for a Bank. 
On the other hand, loans & 
advances, and cash to some 
extent, are main uses of funds. 
Therefore, when a loan/ ad-
vances account remains irreg-
ular for the specifi ed period of 
time (90 days) it is classifi ed as 
Non-Performing Asset (NPA). 
It is classifi ed NPA because 
the borrower stops servicing 
interest/ instalment commit-
ments as per repayment sched-
ule. It is an early warning sys-
tem requiring the bank to step 
up follow-up and vigilance.

A skewed practice needs to 
be touched upon here before I 
come to the topic of Non-Earn-
ing Asset. In the banking 
sector, interest on loans and 
advances is applied at month-
ly rests, while interest on de-
posits is applied at quarterly 

rests. In other words, interest 
gets compounded at monthly 
intervals in the case of loans 
and advances and at quarter-
ly intervals in case of depos-
its. A borrower is supposed 
to pay interest every month 
at the contracted rate. If the 
interest is required to be paid 
at monthly rests, banks should 
prescribe/ quote rate of inter-
est in monthly terms rather 
than annual terms. For exam-
ple, when a bank quotes 12% 
per annum rate of interest on 
a loan, it is misleading. It is ac-
tually levied 1% per month. If 
interest of 1% is applied on an 
amount per month and com-
pounded for 12 months, the 
total interest will be more than 
12% at the end of one year.

Having looked at what is a 
non-performing asset, let us 
now fi nally come to the term 
‘non-earning asset’. Cash is a 
non-earning asset. Cash lying 
with you at your home does 
not earn any interest. Suppose 
you are keeping a cash amount 

of Rs 1 lac for one year at your 
home. At the end of one year, it 
will remain just 1 lac only. Had 
you kept this amount in fi xed 
deposit in a bank, you would 
have earned about Rupees 
seven to eight thousand as in-
terest. Rather, cash lying idle 
loses its value over a period of 
time assuming infl ation in the 
economy. 

Banks, therefore, keep min-
imum possible cash balances 
in their branches at the end of 
each day. At the end of every 
working day, Bank branches 
try to transfer surplus cash 
to RBI’s currency chests as 
effi ciently as possible. Un-
necessary cash lying at bank 
branches not only increase 
non-earning assets but there 
is also exposure to burglary 
risks. The same principle ap-
plies to individuals also. One 
should keep minimum of cash 
in hand as far as possible.

The writer is a 
retired banker.

 For Mark Tully, journalism was literally the 
fi rst draft of history where the instincts of a 
reporter with an ear to the ground took over 

from all else. His commitment was to the story 
unfolding before his eyes, not to power or pelf

HE WAS A 
CELEBRITY IN 

AN AGE WHERE 
YOU DIDN’T 

HAVE TO RAISE 
YOUR VOICE TO 
MAKE A MARK. 

IT WAS ENOUGH 
TO SPEAK IN 

MEASURED 
TONES WITH 

CALMNESS AND 
AUTHORITY

TRUMP AND THE 
MAGA FAITHFUL 
KNOW NOTHING 

OF THE “SPIRIT 
THAT LIFTED 

THE WEST.” ON 
THE CONTRARY, 

THEY 
REPRESENT 

EVERYTHING 
THAT IT 

SWEPT AWAY 
CENTURIES AGO

Rajdeep Sardesai

JP Singh

CASH LYING 
IDLE LOSES ITS 

VALUE OVER 
A PERIOD OF 

TIME ASSUMING 
INFLATION IN THE 

ECONOMY

Chander Gupta

WISDOM CORNER
Work of art is not a hypothesis worked out into a neat theo-
rem. It is full of contradictions and inconsistencies.  
 GURU DUTT

I don't dream at night, I dream at day, I dream all day; I'm 
dreaming for a living
 STEVEN SPIELBERG

It would be wonderful if I could see the end of civilization 
during my lifetime. 
 HAYAO MIYAZAKI

India-EU FTA

Sir, The recent conclusion of 
the India-EU Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) on January 27, 
2026, coinciding with Republic 
Day celebrations, marks a his-
toric milestone in bilateral ties. 
This landmark deal eliminates 
or reduces tariffs on over 99% 
of Indian exports to the EU and 
96% of EU goods to India, boost-
ing sectors like textiles, leather, 
gems, jewellery, marine prod-
ucts, and pharmaceuticals. It 
will drive economic growth by 
enhancing exports, creating jobs 
in labour-intensive industries, 
attracting investments, and fos-
tering technology transfer for 
sustainable development.

TS Karthik, CHENNAI

 FOCUS

Hoax mails

Sir, Hoax bomb threat emails 
hit 45 schools in Mohali, like 
many recent cases in Delhi 
NCR, Amritsar, and Ahmed-
abad. These easy pranks, of-
ten by teens skipping exams, 
use hidden emails to cause 
panic and shutdowns without 
checks. Authorities should 
act only after quick verifi ca-
tion: check email trails, IP ad-
dresses, and logs to prove it’s 
fake. Skip fast police rushes 
that help pranksters; use dig-
ital proof for arrests instead. 
Focus should be on new cy-
ber tools, forced logging, and 
global help to trace and stop 
them. 

RS Narula, PATIALA
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NORTHEAST

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shillong, Jan 29: India has 
submitted to UNESCO in Paris 
the nomination dossier of Me-
ghalaya’s living root bridges 
for consideration to include in 
the World Heritage list 2026-27, 
Chief Minister Conrad K Sang-
ma said Thursday.

The dossier was handed over 
by India’s Ambassador Vishal 
V Sharma to UNESCO's World 
Heritage Centre Director Laz-
are Assomo Eloundou, a state-
ment said.

“We are hopeful that the 
living root bridges will be in-
scribed this year, ensuring that 
the indigenous communities, 
the true guardians of this liv-
ing heritage, receive the global 
recognition they so richly de-
serve,” Sangma said on X.

While submitting the dossier, 

Sharma, the Permanent Repre-
sentative to UNESCO, thanked 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, Union Culture Minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat and 
the Meghalaya CM for their 
support to the nomination, 
the Permanent Delegation of 
India to UNESCO said in a 
statement.

Sharma also acknowledged 
the role of Meghalaya Principal 
Secretary Frederick Kharkon-
gor, offi cers of the Archaeolog-
ical Survey of India, the Minis-
try of External Affairs, experts 
and the local communities in 
safeguarding the property and 
preparing the nomination.

Located across the southern 
slopes of the Khasi and Jaintia 
Hills of the northeastern state, 
the nominated property rep-
resents a living cultural land-
scape shaped over centuries by 

indigenous Khasi and Jaintia 
communities.

“The landscape refl ects a 
deep-rooted and harmonious 
relationship between people, 
nature and spirituality, em-
bodied in traditional systems 
of land use, governance and 
ecological stewardship,” the 
statement said.

The indigenous worldview 
underpinning the cultural 
landscape is anchored in prin-
ciples of respect, reciprocity 
and responsibility towards Mei 
Ramew (Mother Earth), it said.

“The submission of this nom-
ination underscores India's 
commitment to recognising and 
preserving living cultural tra-
ditions and indigenous knowl-
edge systems, and to advancing 
global heritage conservation 
efforts through UNESCO,” the 
statement added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shillong, Jan 29: Mawlyn-
nong in Meghalaya’s East 
Khasi district, widely known 
as Asia’s cleanest village, will 
remain closed to single-day 
tourists Sundays from now on, 
as the local authorities decided 
to suspend all visitor-related ac-
tivities on that day.

Noting that Sunday is a day 
of religious observance for most 
residents, the ‘Dorbar’ or the 
village council, said Mawlyn-
nong will remain open to visi-
tors from Monday to Saturday.

“From January 2026 on-
wards, Mawlynnong village 
would remain closed to all 
one-day tourists and visitors 
on Sundays. The place would 
be open on weekdays only,” 
the Dorbar said in a statement.

All tourist-related services, 
including restaurants, shops, 
stalls and public toilets, would 
also be closed, it said.

“In Mawlynnong, Sunday 
is when almost everyone has 
to attend religious services in 
the churches for most of the 
day, hence they would not be 
able to offer or render any kind 
of services or hospitality to the 

visitors,” the statement said.
The Dorbar said the restric-

tion was also aimed at avoid-
ing inconvenience to visitors, 
especially elderly tourists, and 
preventing dissatisfaction that 
could harm the village’s repu-
tation.

However, tourists staying 
overnight in guest houses or 
homestays during weekdays 
and extending their stay till 
Sunday, as well as those check-
ing in on Sunday nights, will be 
exempted from this restriction, 
it said, adding that in such cas-
es, the responsibility of provid-
ing services will rest with the 
respective accommodation 
owners.

Several other tourist loca-
tions in Meghalaya, including 
Nongjrong sunrise village, have 
also adopted similar measures 
by discouraging or banning 
one-day visits on Sundays, fol-
lowing local community deci-
sions, offi cials said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 
29: Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan Thursday said Kera-
la needs the cooperation and 
expertise of its overseas com-
munity for the state’s overall 
development.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the fi fth edition of the 
Loka Kerala Sabha, a confer-
ence of the diaspora organised 
by the state government here.

“The role of the overseas 
community should not be 
viewed only in terms of remit-
tances, but also in terms of their 
expertise across sectors, which 
could play a key role in Kerala’s 
development. The country also 
owes a great deal to expatriates 
for their contribution to the 
economy,” Vijayan said.

Referring to rapid chang-
es in science and technology, 
the chief minister said Kerala 
needs to modernise according-
ly and build a new state driven 
by scientifi c and technological 
progress, for which the coop-
eration of the diaspora is es-
sential. “The aim is inclusive 
development so that all sections 
benefi t,” he said.

Vijayan said Keralites have 
reached almost every country 
in the world and many among 
them, including scientists, 
technocrats, academicians 
and businesspersons, have es-
tablished themselves abroad.

He said though expatriate 

Keralites remain emotionally 
connected to the state, they 
earlier lacked a platform to 
contribute their ideas and ex-
pertise for Kerala's progress.

To ensure such cooperation 
and assistance, the Loka Ker-
ala Sabha was created in 2018, 
he said.

He said the Sabha has now 
become a rare and globally ad-
mired model, with legislators, 
MPs and overseas Keralites as 
its members.

“After the launch of the Loka 
Kerala Sabha, the Centre even 
asked other states to consider 
similar initiatives,” he said.

Vijayan said the Sabha has 
evolved from being merely a fo-
rum for expression to one that 
offers concrete suggestions for 
Kerala’s growth, and that its 
major achievement was its 
ability to infl uence policy.

He recalled the support ex-
tended by the overseas com-
munity during crises such as 
fl oods, the covid-19 pandemic 
and the Wayanad landslide in 
2024, and thanked non-resident 
Keralites for their solidarity.

“Participation in the Sabha 
has grown from representatives 
of 35 countries in 2018 to 103 
countries in the last edition,” 
he said, adding that the state 
government has always stood 
with overseas Keralites and has 
set up a separate department 
for them.

Highlighting infrastructure 
development that took place in 
the last 10 years in the state, 
Vijayan said national highway 
expansion, once considered 
unrealistic, has become a real-
ity, and several stretches will 
be inaugurated in the coming 
months.

Vijayan calls for overseas Keralites’ 
expertise for state’s development

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE

India nominates Meghalaya’s
root bridges for consideration

‘ASIA’S CLEANEST VILLAGE’ 
TO REMAIN SHUT SUNDAYS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram (Kerala), 
Jan 29: In a major step to phase 
out manual scavenging and ensure 
the safety of sanitation workers, the 
Thiruvananthapuram Corporation 
commissioned G-Spider, an AI-pow-
ered robotic canal-cleaning system, 
at the Amayizhanchan canal near 
the railway station premises at 
Thampanoor here, offi cials said 
Thursday.

The system was launched by Min-
ister for Local Self-Governments MB 
Rajesh at a function presided over 
by Thiruvananthapuram Corpora-
tion Mayor VV Rajesh Wednesday.

The AI-powered canal cleaning 
project is a joint initiative of the city 
corporation and Technopark-based 

Genrobotic Innovations, which 
developed Bandicoot, a robotic 
scavenger. As per the agreement, 
Genrobotics will bear the full cost of 
deploying the robotic system, while 
the corporation will supervise its 
operation and maintenance.

Speaking at the event, the minis-
ter said Genrobotics has set an ex-
ample of how innovative ideas can 
be transformed into impactful entre-
preneurship. He said that of the sev-
en compressed biogas (CBG) plants 
to be commissioned in the state for 
solid waste management, one will 
be set up in the state capital.

Rajesh said Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan will inaugurate the 
`100-crore CBG plant at Brahmapu-
ram in Kochi February 28, adding 
that 90 per cent of the nine lakh met-

ric tonne of accumulated waste at 
the site has already been removed.

He further said work on the Pal-
akkad plant will be completed in 
February, while construction of an-
other plant in Thrissur is progress-
ing, and a plant at Changanassery 
is in the pipeline.

The minister added that the con-
struction of four sanitary plants will 
be inaugurated next week.

In his address, the mayor reit-
erated the corporation’s commit-
ment to leveraging cutting-edge 
technologies for waste management 
and lauded the Genrobotics team, 
stating that the civic body would 
explore all possible ways to utilise 
the company’s technology.

Repeated manual cleaning efforts 
in the area had led to serious safe-
ty incidents, including the death of 
sanitation worker Joy in 2024.

In this backdrop, the corporation 
initiated the deployment of robotic 
cleaning technology in strict com-
pliance with the Prohibition of 
Employment as Manual Scaven-
gers and their Rehabilitation Act, 
with the aim of eliminating human 
entry into hazardous canal-cleaning 
operations, offi cials said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal, Jan 29: Manipur 
Chief Secretary Puneet Ku-
mar Goel Thursday said the 
state government aims to re-
settle over 40,0000 internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) by 
March 31.

He said 16,500 IDPs have so 
far been resettled in the north-
eastern state.

At least 260 people were 
killed and thousands rendered 
homeless in ethnic clashes be-
tween Meitei and Kuki com-
munities since May 2023 in 
Manipur. The state has been 
under President’s Rule since 
February 2025.

Goel said a state level com-
mittee is monitoring the reha-
bilitation process.

“The primary aim of the 
government is to gradually 
and securely rehabilitate IDPs, 
restore stable living condi-
tions, and enable resumption 
of livelihoods, education and 
normal community life,” he 
said. “The government’s vi-

sion extends beyond mere re-
location of IDPs from camps 
to their homes... with focus 
on livelihood, education and 
overall wellness of the IDPs,” 
the chief secretary said in a 
statement.

Around 7,000 houses have 
been sanctioned under the 
Special PMAY-G (Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin) 
for the reconstruction of fully 

damaged houses, and these 
units are in various stages of 
completion, he said.

The Manipur government 
has so far released about `124 
crore for the resettlement of 
IDPs at various locations.

“The government aims to 
resettle more than 10,000 dis-
placed IDP families consist-
ing of more than 40,000 IDPs 
by March 31, 2026,” he added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Agartala, Jan 29: Tripura 
Chief Minister Manik Saha 
Thursday said the state is 
poised to become a hub of data 
storage in the northeast region 
with growing academic and 
economic activities.

He said the state has three 
such facilities, but they fail to 
meet the growing demand for 
data storage.

The CM laid the foundation 
stone for Airtel’s data centre 
worth `200 crore with 5 mega-
watt storage capacity at Chand-
mari in West Tripura district 
and termed the initiative as a 

timely intervention.
The move will develop an 

ecosystem for setting up IT 
and IT-enabled industries in 
the state, he said.

“Tripura has several advan-
tages to become a hub of the 
data storage industry with the 
state receiving substantial in-
vestment proposals and speedy 
business reforms,” he said.

The three existing data cen-
tres’ storage capacity stands at 
1800 terabytes, which often fails 
to meet the growing demand, he 
said. Mumbai leads the coun-
try’s data storage capacity with 
50 per cent of the total storage 
facility, the chief minister said.

AI-POWERED ROBOTIC CANAL-CLEANING SYSTEM

Thiruvananthapuram attempts 
to eliminate manual scavenging

Tripura set to become data 
storage hub: CM Manik SahaManipur aims to resettle 

over 40k IDPs by March 31

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Aizawl, Jan 29: In a signif-
icant move to break the glass 
ceiling in the aerospace sector, 
Mizoram Thursday became the 
fi rst state in the Northeast to 
host Girls in Aviation Day.

The event, held at the state’s 
Information and Public Re-
lations department’s Lianch-
hiari Run (Hall), was jointly 
organised by the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CII) 
and Women in Aviation Inter-
national (WAI).

The programme brought 
together students from high 
schools and higher secondary 
institutions across the region, 
transforming the venue into a 
hub for aspiring pilots, engi-
neers, and aviation executives.

Addressing a packed room 
of students, School Education 
Minister Vanlalthlana empha-
sised that Mizoram is no longer 
just a spectator in India’s avia-
tion growth.

“Mizoram holds a strategic 
position in the nation’s region-
al aviation roadmap,” he said.

The minister also called for 
stronger collaborative efforts 
among the government, indus-
try and professional bodies to 
“unlock the full potential” of 
the state's youth.

The day was marked by 
high-energy interactive ses-
sions where industry experts 
broke down emerging trends 
and technical “best practices”. 
For many students, the event 
served as a fi rst-of-its-kind 
bridge between classroom the-
ory and high-fl ying career op-
portunities.

Mizoram observes 
‘Girls in Aviation Day’



The pro-
posal to 
increase 

liquor sale hours 
is extremely 
worrying and 
anti-people. We 
strongly oppose such decisions 
taken by ignoring morality 
and social concerns

ASHOK GEHLOT | 
FORMER CHIEF MINISTER, RAJASTHAN

Gujarat is 
the fi rst 
state in the 

country to take 
strong initiatives 
in renewable 
energy and 
therefore the state ranks 
number one nationwide in 
renewable energy

HARSH SANGHAVI | DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER, GUJARAT
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B’DESH REPATRIATES
23 INDIAN FISHERMEN
Bangladesh Thursday repatriated 23 Indian 
fi shermen while New Delhi released 128 Ban-
gladeshi fi shermen. The mutual exchange of 
fi shermen and their vessels has been worked 
out keeping in mind the humanitarian and liveli-
hood concerns of fi shing communities on both 
sides, according to an Indian readout

An expert committee 
has been appointed to 
study the feasibility of 
a tunnel as an alter-
native to the Bandipur 
forest route to solve 
the night travel ban
NITIN GADKARI | UNION MINISTER

Those who 
are attack-
ing me for 

my remarks on 
'Miya' -- a word 
used in Assam 
in the context 
of Bangladeshi Muslim illegal 
migration -- should pause and 
read what the Supreme Court 
of India itself has said 
about Assam

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA |  CHIEF MINISTER, ASSAM

2 Naxalites killed 
in encounter 
Bijapur: Two “dreaded” 
Naxalites involved in several 
incidents of violence and 
carrying a collective reward 
of Rs 7 lakh were killed in 
an encounter with security 
forces in Bijapur district 
of Chhattisgarh Thursday, 
police said. Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai praised 
the security forces for the 
success, describing the slain 
Naxalites as “notorious”. 
The exchange of fi re broke 
out at 7 am in the forest 
near Kavargutta village in 
Pamed area in the southern 
part of the district, Bijapur 
Superintendent of Police 
Jitendra Kumar Yadav said. 
The operation had been 
launched Wednesday evening 
based on the inputs about 
the presence of armed 
cadres from the ‘Pamed Area 
Committee’ of the Maoists in 
forested hills of Kavargatta-
Gundarajgudem, he said. 
After the fi ring ceased, the 
bodies of Pradeep alias 
Joga and Bheema Veko, who 
carried rewards of Rs 5 lakh 
and Rs 2 lakh on their heads, 
were recovered.

Delhi court acquits 
LG VK Saxena 
New Delhi: In a relief to 
Delhi Lieutenant Governor 
VK Saxena, a court here 
Thursday acquitted him in 
a 25-year-old defamation 
case fi led by activist Medha 
Patkar, stating that the 
complainant failed to prove 
her charges against him. 
Patkar and Saxena had been 
locked in a legal tussle since 
2000 after she fi led a suit 
against him for publishing an 
advertisement against her 
under the headline ‘The True 
Face of Medha Patkar and her 
Narmada Bachao Andolan’ 
in The Indian Express. The 
complaint was originally 
fi led in Ahmedabad and was 
transferred to Delhi in 2010 on 
the directions of the Supreme 
Court.

42 kg heroin, 4 hand 
grenades seized 
Chandigarh: Punjab 
Police recovered 42.9 kg of 
heroin, four hand grenades 
and other ammunition 
in Amritsar, which could 
be linked to cross-border 
narco-terror networks, 
police here said Thursday. 
The operation is a direct 
outcome of actionable 
and credible intelligence 
generated through the 
Village Defence Committees 
(VDCs), a fl agship initiative 
of the state government, 
aimed at institutionalising 
community participation in 
internal security and anti-
drug efforts, they said. 

SHORT TAKES
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Mumbai, Jan 29: The black 
box of the ill-fated Learjet 45 
plane that crashed near the 
Baramati airstrip Wednesday 
morning has been recovered, 
while Civil Aviation Minister 
K Rammohan Naidu sought the 
state government’s support for 
expediting the probe into the 
accident.

A day after Maharashtra 
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit 
Pawar and four others died in 
the plane crash, the civil avia-
tion ministry said that ensur-
ing a thorough, transparent and 
time-bound inquiry remains its 
top priority.

The Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB) is prob-
ing the crash that happened 
during the aircraft’s second at-
tempt to land at the Baramati 
tabletop air strip.

Naidu wrote to Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis Thursday, seeking the 
state government’s cooperation 
for expeditious conduct of the 
probe into the plane crash.

In a letter to the chief minis-
ter, Naidu sought the govern-
ment’s support for accessing 
the crash site, local adminis-
trative assistance and coordi-
nation with ground agencies, 
among other steps.

The civil aviation minister 
also said that the key outcomes 
of the investigation will be 
shared with the state govern-

ment. Earlier, Fadnavis had 
urged the minister to order a 
detailed inquiry to fi nd out the 
exact cause of the crash and al-
so requested immediate steps 
to prevent such accidents in 
the future. In a statement, the 
ministry said that all requisite 
response and investigative 
mechanisms were activated 
immediately after the accident.

“The investigation is pro-
gressing expeditiously, and the 
black box of the ill-fated aircraft 
has been recovered,” the min-
istry said.

A black box is a small device 
that records information about 
an aircraft during its fl ight. It 
helps in the investigation of 
aviation accidents.

The ministry also said that 
it remains fully committed to 
completing the investigation 
within a defined timeframe 
in accordance with estab-
lished Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) and laid-
down guidelines. Canadian 
aircraft maker Bombardier 

manufactures the Learjet 45.
The aircraft, operated by 

Delhi-based VSR Ventures Pvt 
Ltd, was trying to land in poor 
visibility conditions when the 
crash happened. Baramati has 
an 'uncontrolled airfi eld' (which 
generally means it lacks a prop-
er instrument landing system 
to guide aircraft during low-vis-
ibility operations), and traffi c 
information is provided by the 
instructors/pilots from the Fly-
ing Training Organisations.

Pawar (66), along with four 
others, had taken off from 
Mumbai in the aircraft, which 
crashed barely 200 metres from 
the edge of the tabletop airstrip 
at Baramati, his hometown.

Pilot-In-Command Sumit Ka-
pur, Co-Pilot Captain Shambha-
vi Pathak, fl ight attendant Pin-
ky Mali and Pawar's Personal 
Security Offi cer Vidip Jadhav 
also died in the crash.

The last rites of Ajit Pawar 
were held with full state hon-
ours at Baramati in Pune dis-
trict on Thursday.

BARAMATI PLANE CRASH

BLACK BOX RECOVERED
Naidu seeks Maha govt support for expeditious probe
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New Delhi, Jan 29: The Su-
preme Court Thursday asked 
the Election Commission to 
display the names of those on 
the “logical discrepancies” 
list at gram panchayat bha-
vans and block offi ces, where 
documents and objections will 
also be submitted, during the 
ongoing special intensive revi-
sion of electoral rolls in vari-
ous states.

After the completion of the 
revision in Bihar, the second 
phase of the exercise is being 
carried out across nine states 
-- Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, 
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar 
Pradesh and West Bengal and 
three Union territories - An-
daman and Nicobar, Lakshad-
weep and Puducherry.

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi was 
hearing the submissions of 
senior advocates Kapil Sibal, 
Amit Anand Tiwari and law-
yer Vivek Singh, on behalf of 
the DMK, that the electors, 
who have been put in the “log-
ical discrepancies” list, be giv-
en adequate time and opportu-
nity to claim inclusion in the 
electoral rolls in poll-bound 
Tamil Nadu.

The apex court was hearing 
pleas alleging arbitrariness 
and procedural irregulari-
ties in the ongoing special 
intensive revision (SIR) ex-
ercise in Tamil Nadu, includ-
ing those related to the “log-
ical discrepancies” category.

Passing general directions 
for the states where SIR is 
underway, the bench noted 
that EC notices have been 
issued and they are broadly 
classified in three categories 
- mapped, unmapped and log-
ical discrepancy.

The top court added that 
under the ‘logical discrepan-
cy’ category, mismatches in 
father’s name or parents’ age, 
and a difference in the age of 
the grandparents were noticed 
by the authorities.

“The documents brought on 
record by the parties indicate 
that, within the category of 
logical discrepancies include, 
inter alia, a mismatch of the 
father’s name, a mismatch of 
parents’ ages, a difference in 
parents’ ages of more than 50 
years, a difference in grand-
parents’ ages of less than 40 
years, and those having more 
than six progeny,” the bench 
noted.

With a view to enabling the 
persons who are as of now in-
cluded in the category of log-
ical discrepancies, the bench 
issued certain directions.

“The names of the persons 
figuring in the logical dis-
crepancies may be displayed 
at the Gram Panchayat Bha-
wans, public places in every 
Taluka (Sub-Division), as well 
as in the Ward Offices in the 
cities of the urban areas,” it 
ordered.

People likely to be affected 
are permitted to submit their 
documents or objections 
through their authorized rep-
resentative, it said.

Display names on ‘logical 
discrepancies’ list: SC to EC
After the completion of the revision in Bihar, the second 

phase of the exercise is being carried out across 
nine states and three Union territories
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Kolkata, Jan 29: The police 
Thursday recovered fi ve more 
body parts, including partially 
burnt and skeletal remains, 
from the site of a massive fi re 
near Kolkata, taking the total 
number of body exhibits to 21, 
a senior offi cer said.

According to him, out of the 
21 body parts, 16 have already 
been sent for DNA testing.

The police have received 
missing complaints for 27 peo-
ple, of whom 21 are from Purba 
Medinipur district.

“We recovered fi ve body 

parts from the charred remains 
of the gutted buildings today. 
So far, 21 body parts, including 
partially burnt and skeletal 
remains, have been recovered 
from the site. The total number 
of missing persons reports is 
27,” Baruipur Police District 
Superintendent Shubhendra 
Kumar said when contacted.

Earlier, based on inputs 
from the local Narendrapur 
police stations, it was report-
ed that 13 more bodies were 
found at the site, taking the 
death toll to 21, while 28 oth-
ers are missing.

“We cannot say now the ex-

act death toll, as what we have 
recovered are body parts, 
which may belong to a single 
or different individuals. This 
can be confi rmed only after 
the DNA test reports,” a police 
offi cer said.

The devastating blaze, which 
broke out on the night of Jan-
uary 26, reduced two godowns 
and a momo manufacturing 
unit at Anandapur in South 24 
Parganas district, on the out-
skirts of Kolkata, to ashes.

Of the remains recovered so 
far, one was a partially burnt 
body, while the rest were skel-
etal remains, making identifi -

cation through conventional 
means diffi cult.

Blood samples of family 
members were collected at Ba-
ruipur Hospital Wednesday to 
establish the identities of the 
deceased, in accordance with 
standard procedure. DNA pro-
fi ling of the recovered bodies 
and body parts will be conduct-
ed next, the SP said.

“None of the bodies can be 
identifi ed individually. We 
have to rely on DNA analysis. 
All the recovered parts have 
been sent for DNA mapping,” 
he added.

According to police sourc-

es, eyewitnesses have told in-
vestigators that a picnic had 
been organised at the decora-
tor’s godown on the night of 
January 25, with at least 28 
people present.

“After dinner, most of the 
workers went to sleep,” they 
said, adding that the fi re broke 
out thereafter. “We are exam-
ining whether the blaze was 
triggered by a cigarette or sim-
ilar combustible material,” the 
SP said. The blaze reduced the 
warehouses and the manufac-
turing unit to rubble, leaving 
behind charred buildings and 
the bodies of workers.
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New Delhi, Jan 29: Senior 
Congress leader Shashi Tha-
roor Thursday met party pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge and 
Rahul Gandhi for redressal of 
his grievances, after which he 
said “all is good” and “we are 
all on the same page”, signal-
ling a rapprochement with his 
party ahead of the crucial Ker-
ala Assembly polls.

The meeting in Kharge’s 
chamber in the Parliament 
House complex lasted for over 
an hour and forty-fi ve minutes.

“We had a discussion with 
my two party leaders, the LoP 
and the Congress president. We 

had a very good, constructive, 
positive discussion,” Tharoor 
said.

“All is good and we are mov-
ing together on the same page. 
What more can I say,” he told 
reporters in Parliament prem-
ises after the meeting.

Asked if the issue of chief 
ministerial face for Kerala 
polls was discussed, Tharoor 
said that was never the issue.

“I am not interested in being 
the candidate for anything. At 
the moment I am already an 
MP, I have the trust of my vot-
ers from Thiruvananthapuram. 
I have their interest to look af-
ter in Parliament, that is my 
job,” he said.

Tharoor said he was very sat-
isfi ed with his meeting with the 
top Congress brass.

In a post on X, Tharoor said, 

“Thanks to @INCIndia Presi-
dent @kharge ji and LS LoP @
RahulGandhi ji for a warm and 
constructive discussion today 

on a wide range of subjects. We 
are all on the same page as we 
move forward in the service of 
the people of India.”

He also posted a picture from 
the meeting in which the three 
of them are seen smiling and 
posing for a picture at Kharge’s 
chamber in Parliament House 
complex.

Sources said it was a “com-
prehensive” meeting during 
which a wide array of subjects 
were covered.

Kharge and Gandhi made 
“the time necessary for a thor-
ough discussion”, a source 
close to Tharoor said, adding 
that all were on the “same 
page” and resolved to move 

forward together.
Tharoor had been upset over 

the treatment meted out to him 
at a Kochi event recently and 
attempts by some leaders to 
sideline him in Kerala.

Congress sources said the 
“proof of the pudding will be 
in the eating” and the next 
few weeks will demonstrate 
how well everything works in 
practice.

The meeting comes ahead 
of the Kerala Assembly polls 
which are very crucial for the 
Congress as it seeks to wrest 
power from the Left after 10 
years in the opposition and is 
going all out to secure a victory 
in the southern state.

All is good, we are on same page: Tharoor after meeting Kharge, Rahul
THE MEETING IN KHARGE’S CHAMBER IN THE PARLIAMENT HOUSE COMPLEX LASTED FOR OVER AN HOUR AND FORTY-FIVE MINUTES

5 more burnt body parts found; death toll 21BENGAL FIRE
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New Delhi, Jan 29: India con-
tinues to monitor reports of in-
cidents of attacks against mi-
norities in Bangladesh includ-
ing on their homes and places 
of worship, and New Delhi has 
“consistently raised” the issue 
with the authorities in Dhaka, 
the government informed Rajya 
Sabha Thursday.

In a written response to a 
query, Minister of State for 
External Affairs Kirti Vardhan 
Singh also said it is the expec-
tation of India that the interim 
government of Bangladesh will 
discharge its responsibilities 
by “thoroughly investigating” 
these incidents and “bring all 
perpetrators of killings, arson 
and violence against minorities 
to justice without excuses”.

CPI(M) member John Brittas 
asked the Ministry of External 
Affairs whether the government 
has taken cognisance of reports 
of attacks, killings, arson and 
intimidation targeting minori-
ties in Bangladesh and the dete-
rioration of law and order; and 
details of formal representations 
made by India to the government 
of Bangladesh on protection of 
minorities during the last two 
years. “The government of India 
continues to monitor reports of 
incidents of attacks against 
minorities in Bangladesh, in-
cluding on their homes, prop-
erties, businesses and places of 
worship. India has consistently 
raised the matter of safety and 
security of the minorities with 
the authorities in Bangladesh, at 
both political and diplomatic lev-
els on several occasions,” Singh 
said in his response.

India fl ags minority 
attacks in Bangladesh
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Ayodhya (UP), Jan 29: A POC-
SO court Thursday awarded 20 
years rigorous imprisonment to 
Samajwadi Party leader Moeed 
Khan’s domestic help in the 2024 
case of gangrape of a 12-year-old 
girl, who became pregnant and 
had to undergo an abortion.

Moeed Khan, 66, and his do-
mestic help Raju Khan’s DNA 
test was conducted during the 
investigation in which Raju’s 
sample matched with that of the 
foetus, while Moeed Khan’s test 
result came negative.

Special Judge POSCO Court, 
Nirupama Vikram, acquitted 
Moeed on Wednesday and a day 
later awarded 20 years rigorous 
imprisonment to Raju and a 
fi ne of Rs 50,000.

Advocate Saeed Khan, the 
legal counsel of Moeed, said, 
“Raju has been found guilty 
by the court. Moeed Khan and 
Raju’s DNA tests were conduct-
ed. While (Moeed) Khan’s DNA 
test came negative, his servant 
Raju’s test came positive, based 
on which the court has pro-
nounced the verdict.” He said 
that the investigation did not 
establish the crime scene as 
Moeed’s bakery. Rather, the 
crime scene was found to be 
quite far from the bakery.

Charges against Moeed Khan 
were not proven due to all these 
arguments and he was acquit-
ted. During the court hearing, 
13 witnesses were examined by 
the prosecution.

AYODHYA GANGRAPE

SP leader Moeed 
Khan acquitted

Mortal remains of Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar being brought to Vidya Pratishthan college 
ground for his funeral, at Baramati in Pune district, Thursday  PTI PHOTO



Jewellers have no 
clue right now, 
even big jewellers 
are feeling the 
heat. I am getting 
messages from 
several large 

jewellers asking what will happen 
to gold, because at current market 
prices they are unable to take 
orders.
This run has changed the way 
jewellers have been operating till 
now.
160,000 yesterday, 175,000 today.

There is no way jewellers can 
manage orders in this level of 
volatility.
 @Nishant_Bliss
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ANDHRA TO IMPLEMENT 
FREE POWER FOR WEAVERS 
The Andhra Pradesh government Thursday 
approved free power for weavers, an initiative 
which will be implemented from April 1 at a 
cost of nearly `85 crore per month. As many 
as 93,000 families will benefi t with 200 units of 
power per weaver’s beam while power looms 
will receive 500 units, benefi ting 10,534 fami-
lies, an offi cial press release said

We are working 
closely with the 

Centre to ensure that J&K 
receives a substantial 
and effective industrial 
incentives package for 
the development of the 
industrial sector
OMAR ABDULLAH | CHIEF MINISTER, 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Farmer kills leopard 
with sickle, spear 
Veraval (Gujarat): A 60-year-
old farmer killed a leopard 
with a sickle and a spear 
to save himself and his 
son after the wild animal 
attacked them in Gujarat’s Gir 
Somnath district, offi cials said 
Thursday. While the farmer, 
Babu Vaja, and his son were 
hospitalised following the 
attack, forest offi cials have 
registered a case against the 
man for killing the big cat. The 
deadly encounter took place 
Wednesday night when Vaja 
was resting on the verandah 
of his house situated on the 
outskirts of Gangda village, 
nearly 100 km from Veraval, 
the district headquarters. A 
leopard emerged from the 
nearby fi elds and jumped on 
Vaja without any provocation, 
said Range Forest Offi cer L B 
Bharwad. According to Vaja, 
the big cat grabbed his arm 
and started pulling him.

Multiple Delhi schools 
receive bomb threats
New Delhi: Multiple schools 
in the national capital 
received bomb threats via 
email Thursday morning. It 
was later declared a hoax 
following sweeping searches 
by security agencies. 
According to the Delhi Fire 
Services (DFS), a call about 
the threats was received 
around 8.30 am, which led to 
a thorough checking of the 
premises by multiple security 
agencies. The DFS confi rmed 
that Loreto Convent in Delhi 
Cantonment, Don Bosco 
in Chittaranjan Park, and 
Carmel Convent campuses in 
Anand Niketan and Dwarka 
have received threats. Police 
sources added the names 
of Sardar Patel Vidyalaya 
in Lodhi Estate, Delhi Public 
School in RK Puram, Modern 
School in Barakhamba Road 
and Sanskriti School in 
Chanakyapuri.

It is shocking 
that Rajas-
than's lifeline, 

the Aravalli, is 
being repeatedly 
destroyed and 
there is no con-
crete action from the government 
to stop indiscriminate tree felling

GOVIND SINGH DOTASRA |  
RAJASTHAN CONGRESS PRESIDENT

True justice 
does not 
involve injus-

tice to anyone, and 
the honourable 
court ensures 
precisely this. The 
language of the law must also be 
clear, and so must the intent. It's 
not just about rules, but also about 
intention

AKHILESH YADAV  | 
SAMAJWADI PARTY PRESIDENT

This has 
been accom-
panied by 

repeated attacks 
and harassment 
targeting students 
from south India, 
Kashmir, and minority communi-
ties. In this context, equity safe-
guards are not a matter of choice 
but an unavoidable necessity

MK STALIN  |  CHIEF MINISTER, TAMIL NADU
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New Delhi, Jan 29: The Su-
preme Court’s stay on the recent 
UGC equity regulations to pre-
vent caste-based discrimination 
on campuses was welcomed by 
opposition parties Thursday, 
even as a Congress leader ac-
cused the ruling BJP of creating 
confl icts to divert attention from 
real issues.

Leaders from parties, such as 
the Congress, SP, BSP and TMC, 
lauded the apex court’s decision. 
However, the CPI(ML) Libera-
tion said it is “deeply appalled” 
by the observations made by the 
judges.

In a post on X, Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) chief Mayawati said 
the court’s order is appropriate 
in view of the current situation, 
as the regulations had led to an 
atmosphere of social tension.

“The University Grants Com-
mission has implemented new 
rules to prevent caste-based 
incidents in government and 
private universities across the 
country, which has led to an at-
mosphere of social tension. In 
view of the current situation, 
today’s decision of the Honour-
able Supreme Court to stay the 
UGC’s new rules is appropriate,” 
the former Uttar Pradesh chief 
minister said in a post on X.

She asserted that this would 
not have happened had the 
UGC taken all stakeholders in-
to confi dence. “However, such 
an atmosphere of social tension 
would not have arisen in the 
country, if the UGC had taken 
all stakeholders into confi dence 
before implementing the new 
rules and had also provided 
proper representation to the 
upper-caste community in in-

vestigation committees, in ac-
cordance with the principles of 
natural justice,” Mayawati said 
in her post in Hindi.

Samajwadi Party (SP) presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav also wel-
comed the top court’s stay on 
the regulations.

Reacting to the court’s ob-
servations that the rules were 
prima facie “vague” and “open 
to misuse”, Yadav stressed that 
both the language of a law and 
the intent behind it must be 
clear to prevent injustice and 
social division. “True justice 

does not involve injustice to 
anyone, and the honourable 
court ensures precisely this. The 
language of the law must also 
be clear, and so must the intent. 
It’s not just about rules, but also 
about intention,” the former Ut-
tar Pradesh chief minister said 
in a post on X. “May no one be 
oppressed, nor injustice done to 
anyone, may no tyranny or ex-
cess be infl icted on anyone, nor 
unfairness to anyone,” he added.

Congress leader Pramod Ti-
wari welcomed the top court’s 
decision and accused the ruling 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of 
creating confl icts to divert atten-
tion from real issues.

“The BJP government creates 
confl icts in the name of religion, 
caste and category to divert peo-
ple’s attention from real issues. 
I welcome the Supreme Court’s 
decision to stay the new UGC 
regulations,” Tiwari told report-
ers here. Protests were held in 
different parts of the country 
against the UGC regulations.

Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
leader Kalyan Banerjee also wel-
comed the apex courts decision.

“The Supreme Court has done 
the right thing, the UGC guide-
lines were unconstitutional,” he 
told reporters.

The CPI(ML) Liberation, 
however, said the apex court’s 
observations refl ected a “myo-
pic attitude” and also referred 
to its observations on another 
public interest litigation (PIL) 
matter on the rights of domes-
tic workers.
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New Delhi, Jan 29: The Con-
gress Thursday wrote to the 
Election Commission alleging 
mass deletion of names of eli-
gible voters from the electoral 
rolls by BJP members through 
the “misuse” of Form 7 during 
the SIR process across several 
states and demanded registra-
tion of FIRs against them.

In a letter to the chief elec-
tion commissioner and election 
commissioners, Congress gen-
eral secretary (organisation) 
KC Venugopal asked the poll 
body to initiate an urgent in-
vestigation into the “rampant 
misuse” of Form 7 during the 
ongoing ‘claims and objections’ 
phase of Special Intensive Re-
vision of electoral rolls and 
take action against all such 
individuals.

“We would like to draw this 
Commission’s attention to a 
serious and grave concern that 
has been identifi ed by voters, 
political parties and the media 
as well. This concern relates to 
eligible voters being wrongful-
ly deleted during the claim and 
objection phase of the Special 
Intensive Revision of electoral 
rolls,” he said.

What is worrying and hence 
requires immediate interven-
tion of the poll authority is the 
fact that media reports and par-
ty workers have identifi ed indi-
viduals and members belonging 
to the BJP and found them to 
be using Form 7 to “wrongful-
ly” delete voters from the fi nal 
electoral roll, he said.

“These actions, if remained 
unchecked and not taken cog-
nizance of by the Commission, 
will not only embolden the BJP 
in their efforts to wrongfully 
gain electoral advantage but 

will also lead to the disenfran-
chisement of lakhs of voters, 
especially those belonging to 
the backward, marginalised 
communities, who as per the 
media reports, have been made 
the target of these deletions 
through Form 7s,” he alleged.

Venugopal claimed that the 
uniformity in format, timing, 
targeting of specifi c elector 
groups, and absence of manda-
tory particulars across states 
prima facie indicate the use 
of a centralised and coordinat-
ed mechanism for generating 
Form 7 applications for mass 
deletion of names.

“This even casts serious 
doubts over the sanctity of the 
entire SIR process being under-
taken,” he said in the letter.

“These reports and inaction 
from the Commission to ad-
dress these concerns over the 
systematic attempt to subvert 
the electoral roll revision pro-
cess is quite worrisome,” he 
alleged.

Venugopal demanded initi-
ation of immediate corrective 
measures by instituting strict 
vigilance and real-time super-
vision over the voter deletion 
process, including monitoring 
of Form 7 applications, so as 
to prevent “arbitrary, mass or 
malafi de” deletions of eligible 
electors from electoral rolls.

UGC EQUITY REGULATIONS

Oppn welcomes SC’s stay 
‘MISUSE’ OF FORM 7

Cong writes to EC alleging 
mass deletion of voters
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New Delhi, Jan 29: Taking 
cues for social media ban for 
children, the government’s 
Economic Survey Thursday 
said age-based access to on-
line platforms should be con-
sidered while also cutting 
down online teaching to avoid 
digital addiction.

The Survey tabled in Parlia-
ment called for schools to play 
a critical role in shaping digital 
habits of children and promot-
ing simpler devices for children 
for educational content access 
to prevent their exposure to 

harmful content online.
“Policies on age-based access 

limits may be considered, as 
younger users are more vul-
nerable to compulsive use and 
harmful content. Platforms 
should be made responsible for 
enforcing age verifi cation and 
age-appropriate defaults, par-
ticularly for social media, gam-
bling apps, auto-play features, 
and targeted advertising,” the 
Survey said.

The Survey said online plat-
forms should be made respon-
sible for enforcing age verifi ca-
tion and simpler devices should 
be promoted for children to ac-
cess educational content with 
safeguards to address rising 
problem digital addiction.

“Schools play a critical role 
in shaping digital habits and 
should introduce a Digital Well-
ness Curriculum covering scre-
entime literacy, cyber safety, 
and mental health awareness. 
Dependence on online teaching 

tools, which expanded during 
Covid-19, should be reduced in 
favour of offl ine engagement,” 
it said.

The Economic Survey 2025-26 
has identifi ed digital addiction 
as a rising problem impacting 
mental health of youth and 
adults. The Survey has called 
for educating families and 

encouraged them to promote 
screen-time limits, device-free 
hours, and shared offl ine activ-
ities. It has called for conduct-
ing parental workshops through 
schools and community centres 
to train guardians in setting 
healthy boundaries, recognising 
signs of addiction, and using pa-
rental control tools effectively.

“Promoting simpler devic-
es for children, such as basic 
phones or education-only tab-
lets, along with enforced usage 
limits and content fi lters, can 
further reduce exposure to 
harmful material, including 
violent, sexual, or gambling-re-
lated content,” the Survey said.

It said network layer safe-
guards, such as internet service 
provider-level interventions, 
that can complement such 
measures by offering family 
data plans with differentiated 
quotas for educational versus 
recreational apps and default 
blocking of high-risk categories, 
with opt-in overrides available 
to guardians.

The Survey noted measures 
by various countries, including 
Australia, China, and South 
Korea, and called for several 
interventions, besides ongoing 
efforts of various government 
departments.

Taking cognisance of the rise 

in digital addiction, the Survey 
has called for comprehensive 
interventions to address the 
problem, which is adversely im-
pacting academic performance, 
workplace productivity, and 
mental health of youth as well 
as adults.

It said research on digital ad-
diction has shown distinct risks 
and mental health consequenc-
es among the youth.

“Social media addiction is 
strongly associated with anxi-
ety, depression, low self-esteem, 
and cyberbullying stress, with 
multiple Indian and global stud-
ies confi rming its high preva-
lence among those aged 15-24,” 
the Survey said.

It said compulsive scroll-
ing and social comparison are 
particularly linked to anxiety 
and depressive symptoms. The 
World Health Organisation has 
included Gaming Disorder as an 
International Classifi cation of 
Diseases (ICD).

Survey stresses age bar for social media access, cutting online classes
The Economic Survey 
2025-26 has identifi ed 
digital addiction as a 

rising problem impacting 
mental health of youth 

and adults

AGENCIES

Kolkata, Jan 29: South East-
ern Railway is set to commence 
construction work on six new 
railway line projects in West 
Bengal, following sanction from 
the Railway Board. These am-
bitious infrastructure projects 
aim to signifi cantly improve 
rail connectivity, stimulate re-
gional economic growth, and 
provide better transportation 
access to thousands of resi-
dents across several districts 
of the state. 

The new railway lines will 
be executed by South Eastern 
Railway and will cover key 
areas in East Medinipur, East 
Bardhaman, Hooghly, Banku-
ra and Purulia districts. Once 
completed, the projects are 
expected to reduce travel dis-
tances, improve mobility, and 
bring long-awaited rail commu-
nication to several underserved 
regions. 

Among the proposed projects 
is the Kanthi–Egra New Line, 
spanning 26.2 kilometres in 
East Medinipur district, to be 

constructed at an estimated cost 
of 247.28 crore. Another major 
project in the same district is 
the Nandkumar–Balaipanda 
New Line, covering 28 kilome-
tres at a cost of approximately 
275.14 crore. Additionally, the 

Nandigram–Kandiamari (Nay-
achar) New Line, a 7-kilometre 
stretch, will be built at a cost of 
75.62 crore, providing fresh rail 
access to the area.

In central West Bengal, the 
Bowaichandi–Arambagh New 
Line, extending 31 kilometres 
across East Bardhaman and 
Hooghly districts, will be con-
structed at a cost of around 
267.37 crore. This line will re-

duce the rail distance between 

Bowaichandi and Arambagh by 
nearly 90 kilometres, greatly 
benefi ting commuters. Anoth-
er project, the Bowaichandi–
Khana New Line, measuring 
24.4 kilometres in East Bard-
haman district, will reduce the 
rail distance by approximately 
64 kilometres and is estimated 
to cost 38.92 crore.

The largest of the six projects 
is the Bankura (Kalabati)–Pu-
rulia via Hura New Line, cov-
ering 65 kilometres through 
Bankura and Purulia districts, 
with an estimated cost of 294.89 
crore.

These new railway lines are 
expected to bring immense ben-
efi ts to local residents who have 
long been deprived of reliable 
rail connectivity. Improved 
transportation is likely to boost 
trade, create new employment 
opportunities, and enhance 
access to medical and educa-
tional facilities. South Eastern 
Railway offi cials stated that 
the projects refl ect Indian Rail-
ways’ commitment to inclusive 
development and improved in-
frastructure in West Bengal.

SE Railway to start construction 
of 6 new railway lines in Bengal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 29: Private car-
rier Air India Thursday said 
it will convert 15 of its current 
order of 210 Airbus A321neo air-
craft to the advanced A321XLR 
(extra long range) variant.

These 15 A321XLRs are expect-
ed to be delivered to the airline 
between 2029 and 2030, Air India 
said. The decision to tweak the 
order was announced on the side-
lines of the ongoing Wings India 
aviation show in Hyderabad.

The fuel-effi cient A321XLR 
offers a range of up to 4,700 
nautical miles (or 8,700 kilome-
ters) and this will enable Air 
India to open new non-stop in-
ternational routes and optimise 
high-demand, medium-haul in-
ternational services, with the 
fl ight economics of a single-aisle 
aircraft, the airline said.

Air India has placed orders 
for a total of 350 planes with 
Airbus (300 in 2023 and another 
50 in 2024), comprising 50 wide-
body A350 and 300 single-aisle 
A320 family aircraft, including 
210 A321 neo and 90 A320 neo.

Of the 210 A321neo on order, 
15 aircraft order is now being 
converted to A321XLR, while 
the remainder 90 A320neo re-

main as originally structured, 
Air India said.

“The strategic conversion 
of a portion of our single-aisle 
Airbus aircraft orders to the 
A321XLR is in line with our ef-
fort of positioning Air India for 
the future,” said Campbell Wil-
son, Chief Executive Offi cer and 
Managing Director, Air India.

While Air India has been 
transforming its current fl eet 
at an accelerated pace with 
new and retrofi tted aircraft, 
Campbell said, “We are also 
carefully building our future 
fl eet that, with scale and versa-
tility, serves the rapidly evolv-
ing needs of travellers from 
and to India.” Air India said 
it has to take deliveries of 542 
new aircraft, including 344 with 
Airbus, of its total fi rm orders 
for 600 aircraft.

“Air India’s decision to select 
the A321XLR is a signifi cant en-
dorsement of this game-chang-
ing aircraft. The A321XLR is 
proving to be a revenue gener-
ator by boosting frequencies, 
managing seasonality, and 
optimising capacity on medi-
um-haul routes,” said Benoit 
de Saint-Exupery, Airbus Ex-
ecutive Vice President of Com-
mercial Aircraft Sales.

Air India to buy 15 A321XLR planes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 29: The Su-
preme Court Thursday directed 
medical examination by a spe-
cialist doctor of climate activist 
Sonam Wangchuk after he com-
plained of stomach issues due 
to water contamination.

Fifty-nine-year-old Wangc-
huk is under detention in the 
Jodhpur Central Jail.

A bench of Justices Aravind 
Kumar and PB Varale also di-
rected the jail authorities to 
furnish Wangchuk’s medical 
report in a sealed cover by 
Monday.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
appearing for Wangchuk’s wife 
Gitanjali Angmo, told the court 
that an application seeking di-
rections to jail authorities for 
immediate medical examina-
tion of the activist has been 
fi led. “He has problems in his 
stomach because of the water. 
He has been wanting a doctor 
to check. But nobody comes. 
Let him have a weekly check. 
And let him have the water we 
provide,” Sibal submitted.

SC directs Wangchuk’s 
medical examination 
by specialist doctor

The court sought responses by March 19 
from the Centre and the UGC on three pleas 
against the University Grants Commission 

Regulations, 2026, on the grounds that 
caste-based discrimination has strictly been 
defi ned as discrimination against members 

of the SC, ST and OBC
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NIPAH SCARE 
REACHES CHINA 
China has started screening of trav-
ellers arriving on fl ights from areas 
where the Nipah virus outbreak 
has been reported, including India. 
Swab tests were being conducted 
on passengers, said some of the 
Indian travellers arriving in Beijing

India started buying 
sanctioned Russian 

oil, and guess who was 
buying the refi ned prod-
ucts? The Europeans. So, 
the Europeans have been 
funding the war against 
themselves and like some-
thing that you couldn't 
have made up
SCOTT BESSENT | TREASURY SECRETARY, US

China relaxes visa 
rules for UK citizens 
Beijing: China agreed to 
relax rules to allow some 
visa-free travel for British 
citizens Thursday during 
a visit by Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer to Beijing, as 
part of a partnership deal 
which London hopes will 
help expand its service 
sector. British citizens will 
be allowed to visit China 
without a visa if they 
are travelling for under 
30 days, Starmer said 
following his talks with 
President Xi Jinping, in 
what he cast as a win for 
business. Companies had 
been "crying out for ways 
to grow their footprints in 
China", a statement from 
Starmer said, adding that 
visa-free travel would help 
facilitate expansion in that 
market, boosting jobs at 
home. Injecting growth into 
Britain's relatively sluggish 
economy is one of the main 
aims of his four-day trip.

Dhaka-Karachi fl ight 
resumes after 14 yrs
Karachi: A special 
ceremony will be held 
Thursday night at the 
Karachi airport to celebrate 
a direct flight between 
Pakistan and Bangladesh, 
restoring non-stop air 
connectivity between the 
two countries after over a 
decade. A state-run Biman 
Bangladesh Airlines flight 
G-341 from Dhaka will land 
at the Jinnah International 
Airport in Karachi at 11 
pm, aviation sources 
said. This would be the 
first direct Dhaka-Karachi 
flight since 2012. The 
development comes amid 
growing bonhomie between 
Bangladesh and Pakistan 
after prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina was ousted 
following massive student-
led protests in Bangladesh 
August 5, 2024.

China executes 11 in 
cross-border crime case
Bangkok: China executed 
11 members of a Myanmar-
based family crime 
syndicate that killed 14 
Chinese citizens and 
ran scam and gambling 
operations worth more 
than $1 billion, authorities 
said. The Wenzhou city 
Intermediate People's 
Court announced the 
execution in a statement 
Thursday morning. It 
sentenced the 11 people to 
death in September. They 
included Ming Guoping and 
Ming Zhenzhen, who the 
court found led the scam 
and gambling operations, 
as well as key group 
members Zhou Weichang, 
Wu Hongming and Luao 
Jianzhang. The group filed 
an appeal that was rejected 
by the court in November.

A government 
born of exclu-
sion cannot 

unite a divided 
nation

SHEIKH HASINA | OUSTED 
PM, BANGLADESH

India believes 
that the 
challenges 

facing the Middle 
East are intercon-
nected and require 
comprehensive, 
inclusive, and sustained diplomatic 
engagement and humanitarian 
support

PARVATHANENI HARISH  | INDIA'S PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UN

For some 
weeks now, 
we have 

been seeing with 
increasing clarity 
the emergence of 
a world of great 
powers. Rough winds are blowing 
in this world, and we will feel their 
effects for the foreseeable future

FRIEDRICH MERZ  |  CHANCELLOR, GERMANY

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

London, Jan 29: New vaccines 
are helping Ghana approach a 
long-sought goal of ending child 
deaths from malaria, demon-
strating the potential of the 
shots to drive back a disease that 
kills nearly half a million young 
children every year in Africa, 
according to the international 
vaccine aid group Gavi and the 
country’s health service.

But aid cutbacks by the 
Trump administration and oth-
er wealthy governments could 
mean fewer children benefi t on 
the continent where malaria 
hits hardest, Gavi told Reuters.

Ghana is among the coun-
tries that had already made 
signifi cant progress reducing 
malaria mortality by scaling up 
interventions such as the distri-
bution of bed nets treated with 

insecticides and improving ac-
cess to both preventive drugs 
and prompt treatment.

Two new vaccines - one de-
veloped by British drugmaker 
GSK, the other by Oxford Uni-
versity and the Serum Institute 
of India - are helping close the 
remaining gap, said Dr Selorm 
Kutsoati, who heads Ghana’s 
immunisation programme.

“For me, the malaria vaccine 
is a gamechanger,” she told Re-
uters.

Gavi is currently the only or-
ganisation purchasing malaria 
shots for African nations. It an-
ticipates it will be able to spend 
just over $800 million on the 
programme over the next fi ve 
years - 28% less than the expect-
ed need - after falling $2.9 bil-
lion short of its overall funding 
goal for the period, according to 
internal estimates prepared for 

its board of directors in Decem-
ber, seen by Reuters.

An additional 19,000 lives 
could be lost as a result due to 
lower vaccination rates, the 
documents say. The estimate, 
which has not previously been 

reported, is based on modelling 
of the vaccines’ impact by re-
searchers at Imperial College 
London and the Swiss Tropical 
and Public Health Institute.

“It is the gap between the 
promise and the need for the 

vaccine, and the resources we 
have to provide that,” Scott 
Gordon, who heads Gavi’s ma-
laria program, told Reuters.

US Health Secretary Robert 
F Kennedy announced in June 
that Washington would no lon-
ger support Gavi, part of sweep-
ing cuts to foreign aid that Pres-
ident Donald Trump says do not 
align with his “America First” 

agenda. The United States was 
previously one of the group’s 
top donors, contributing some 
$1.3 billion between 2020 and 
2024. Other donors have also 
been scaling back support. 
Britain, Gavi’s biggest donor, 
has pledged 1.25 billion pounds 
($1.72 billion) over the next fi ve 
years, more than 20% less than 
for 2020-25.

Some regions managed to 
eliminate malaria without 
a vaccine, but countries in 
sub-Saharan Africa face par-
ticular challenges, disease ex-
perts say. Many are among the 
world’s poorest, with poorly-re-
sourced health systems. The 
prevailing strain is particularly 
deadly, and there is growing re-
sistance to preventive and cura-
tive drugs. Control efforts have 
been disrupted by confl icts and 
natural disasters.

Aid cuts threaten Ghana’s malaria vaccine success
Ghana sees signifi cant drop in 

child malaria deaths with two 
new vaccines

Some major global organizations 
initially doubted the potential of 

the vaccines

Aid cuts could mean fewer 
African children benefi t, says 

vaccine aid group Gavi

Gavi estimates additional 19,000 
lives could be lost due to lower 

vaccination rates

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Brussels, Jan 29: The Euro-
pean Union has listed Iran's 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist or-
ganisation in the aftermath of 
Tehran's bloody crackdown on 
nationwide protests, the bloc's 
top diplomat said in a post on 
X Thursday.

Kaja Kallas, the EU's foreign 
policy chief, said that foreign 
ministers unanimously agreed 
on the designation. She said 
that "any regime that kills thou-
sands of its own people is work-
ing toward its own demise."

The listing came after the 
27-nation bloc sanctioned 15 
Iranian offi cials, including 
top commanders in its Revolu-
tionary Guard, over the violent 
crackdown on protesters.

Six Iranian organisations, 
including bodies responsible 
for monitoring online content 
in Iran, were also included in 
the sanctions list.

The decision by the 27-nation 
bloc marks the latest Western 
response over the violence, 
which activists say has killed 
over 6,300 people. 

The measures add to interna-
tional pressure on the Islamic 
Republic as it faced US threats 
to potentially launch a military 
strike against it. 

US forces have moved the 
USS Abraham Lincoln and sev-
eral guided-missile destroyers 
into the Mideast that can be 
used to launch attacks from the 
sea. It remains unclear wheth-
er President Donald Trump will 
use force against Iran, after he 
threatened military action in 
response to the killing of peace-
ful demonstrators and over pos-
sible mass executions. At least 
6,373 people have been killed in 
Iran's protests, activists said.

For its part, Iran has said 
it could launch a pre-emptive 
strike or broadly target the 
Mideast, including American 
military bases in the region and 
Israel. Iran issued a warning 
to ships at sea Thursday that 
it planned to run a drill next 
week that would include live 
fi ring in the Strait of Hormuz, 
potentially disrupting traffi c 
through a waterway that sees 
20 per cent of all the world's oil 
pass through it. 

Iran had no immediate com-
ment, but it has been criticis-
ing Europe in recent days as 
it considered the move, which 
follows the US sanctioning the 
Guard in 2019.

France had objected to list-
ing the Revolutionary Guard 
as a terrorist organisation 
over fears it would endanger 
French citizens detained in 
Iran, as well as diplomatic 
missions, which provide some 
of the few communication 
channels between the Islamic 

Republic and Europe and its 
allies. However, the offi ce of 
President Emmanuel Macron 
on Wednesday signalled Paris 
backed the decision.

French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Noel Barrot said Thurs-
day before the Foreign Affairs 
Council in Brussels that France 
supports more sanctions in 
Iran and the listing "because 
there can be no impunity for 
the crimes committed." 

"In Iran, the unbearable repres-
sion that has engulfed the peace-
ful revolt of the Iranian people 
cannot go unanswered," he said.

A notice to mariners sent by 
VHF radio from Iran on Thurs-
day warned that it planned to 
conduct "naval shooting" in the 
Strait of Hormuz Sunday and 
Monday. The Associated Press 
saw a copy of the message, which 
was initially reported by the 
fi rm EOS Risk Group. 

"Today, Iran and its allies 
have their fi nger on a trigger 
that, at the fi rst enemy mistake, 
will sever the world's energy 
artery in the Strait of Hormuz 
and bury the hollow prestige of 
billion-dollar Yankee warships in 
the depths of the Persian Gulf," 
the newspaper said. 

EU adds IRGC 
to terrorist list

The decision by the 27-nation bloc marks the latest Western response 
over the violence, which activists say has killed over 6,300 people

This will put them on the 
same footing with al-Qaida, 
Hamas, Daesh. If you act as 

a terrorist, you should also be 
treated as a terrorist

KAJA KALLAS | FOREIGN POLICY CHIEF, EU

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Dhaka, Jan 29: The Bangla-
desh Election Commission 
Thursday ordered government 
offi cials to refrain from cam-
paigning for 'yes' vote in the 
upcoming referendum which 
is scheduled to be held along-
side the general elections on 
February 12, calling such acts 
a "punishable offence".

The interim government of 
Muhammad Yunus had en-
gaged government offi cials to 
campaign for the 'yes' vote in 
the referendum.

"Engaging in such campaign-
ing could infl uence the outcome 
of the referendum and would 
therefore be treated as a pun-
ishable offence under Section 21 
of the Referendum Ordinance, 
2025 and Article 86 of the RPO, 
1972," an Election Commission 
(EC) letter sent to returning of-
fi cers read.

It said "persons employed 
in the service of the Republic 
might inform or raise aware-
ness among the public about 
the referendum but they are 
strictly prohibited from urging 
voters to cast ballots in favour 
of either 'Yes' or 'No'" under the 
laws of the land.

Deputy commissioners, who 
are administrative chiefs of dis-
tricts, are appointed as return-
ing offi cers during the election.

EC offi cials said copies of the 
directive were also sent for "in-
formation and effective enforce-
ment" to the cabinet secretary, 

Yunus' principal secretary, all 
ministries and law enforcement 
agencies, including Bangladesh 
police.

The government apparatus 
earlier was engaged to spear-
head a campaign for the 'yes' 
vote in the plebiscite while the 
EC order came amid growing 
criticism and questions if the 
interim government could con-
duct such a campaign.

In line with a Bangladesh 
Bank order, the commercial 
banks too display 'yes' vote ban-
ners alongside the government 
offi ces while the central bank al-
so asked the banks to use their 
CSR funds to support NGO cam-
paigns for the plebiscite.

Several legal experts said 
since the referendum asks vot-
ers to choose either "yes" or 
"no", the interim government 
was expected to maintain an 
impartial position instead of 
adopting an openly partisan 
role, when doing so involved 
spending a considerable 
amount of public money.

Some jurists also questioned 
the legitimacy of the referen-
dum itself since the Bangladesh 
Constitution kept no provision 
for such a plebiscite while the 
government got the proposal 
signed by President Mohammed 
Shahabuddin and subsequently 
issued an offi cial gazette.

The referendum is set to be 
held to elicit public consent on 
a Yunus announced 84-point 
reform proposal called "July 
National Charter-2025".

Bangladesh EC issues 
referendum warning

The poll body orders govt offi cials to refrain 
from 'yes' vote campaign in referendum

REUTERS

Bogota, Jan 29: A plane crash 
in northeast Colombia Wednes-
day killed all 15 people on board, 
including a local lawmaker, 
state-run airline Satena said.

The Beechcraft 1900 twin-en-
gined turboprop plane took off 
before noon from Cucuta, on 
the border with Venezuela, for 
a short fl ight to the town of Oc-
ana, Satena said.

Air traffi c control lost contact 
with the plane 12 minutes into 

the fl ight, the carrier added.
Satena did not say what 

caused the crash and said the 
plane's emergency beacon had 
not been activated.

Lawmaker Diogenes Quin-
tero and members of his team 
were aboard the plane, as well 
as Carlos Salcedo, a candidate 
for Congress ahead of elections 
in March, according to a passen-
ger list released by the airline.

Images released by local media 
showed the crashed plane, in-
cluding what appeared to be sig-
nifi cant damage to the fuselage.

The area where the plane 
crashed is a mountainous re-
gion planted with coca leaves, 
the raw material for cocaine, 
and where illegal armed groups 
such as the National Liberation 
Army and a dissident faction of 
the Revolutionary Armed Forc-
es of Colombia operate. This image taken from video by Max Shapiro shows Alex Pretti, left, scuffl ing with federal immigration offi cers in Minneapolis Thursday PTI PHOTO

Plane crash in Colombia 
kills 15, including politician

REUTERS

London, Jan 29: Britain, Cana-
da, Germany and 21 other OSCE 
members Thursday said they 
would launch an expert mission 
to examine the deteriorating 
human rights situation in Geor-
gia, amid concerns in Europe of 
democratic backsliding in the 
EU candidate country.

Once among the most demo-
cratic and pro-Western of the suc-
cessor states to emerge from the 
Soviet Union, Georgia has turned 
increasingly authoritarian since 
the outbreak of war in Ukraine 
and has deepened economic ties 
with neighbouring Russia.

In a joint statement, the coun-
tries said that in December 2024, 
38 participating states invoked the 
OSCE's Vienna Mechanism to ex-
press concern about developments 
in Georgia and to request further 
information from the authorities. 
The statement, published on the 
British government's website, said 
their concerns over the authori-
ties' implementation of interna-
tional human rights obligations 
had increased.

It lists restrictions on free-
dom of expression, legislative 
reforms constricting civil so-
ciety and legal actions against 
opposition groups among areas 
of concern. The South Caucasus 
country secured EU candidate 
status in December 2023, but 
Brussels has accused Georgia 
of "serious democratic back-
sliding" and said in November 
it was now considered a candi-
date nation "in name only".

Georgia has since abolished 
an anti-corruption body estab-
lished on the EU's recommen-
dation amid a crackdown on 
opposition politicians that has 
seen several of the most prom-
inent ones jailed. The ruling 
Georgian Dream party, in pow-
er since 2012, has signalled it 
will try to ban the main opposi-
tion groupings outright on the 
grounds they pose a "real threat 
to the constitutional order". The 
opposition groups say the effort 
is politically motivated.

RIGHTS CONCERNS

UK, 23 other OSCE 
members launch 
probe into Georgia



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 29: In a world 
of geopolitical turbulence, In-
dia must run a 'marathon and 
sprint' simultaneously, or 
run a marathon as if it were a 
sprint, the Economic Survey 
2025-26 said Thursday.

The pre-Budget document ta-
bled in parliament by Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
further said that the global en-
vironment is being reshaped 
by geopolitical realignments 
that will infl uence investment, 
supply chains and growth pros-
pects for years to come.

"Against today's global 
churn, India must choose to 
build resilience, innovate re-
lentlessly, and stay the course 
toward Viksit Bharat, rather 
than seek quick fi xes to visible, 
short-term pressures," it said.

The Survey said 2026 may 
mark the point at which pol-
icy credibility, predictability 
and administrative discipline 
cease to be mere virtues and in-
stead become strategic assets 
in their own right, with lasting 
relevance.

"Put differently, India must 
run a marathon and sprint si-
multaneously, or run a mara-
thon as if it were a sprint," the 
document said.

According to the Survey, the 

appropriate stance for 2026 is 
therefore one of strategic so-
briety rather than defensive 
pessimism.

"The external environment 
will require India to prioritise 
both domestic growth maximi-
sation and shock absorption, 
with a greater emphasis on 
buffers, redundancy, and li-
quidity," it said

In a world of geopolitical 
turbulence, the Survey said, 
this may not be confined to 
a year but could be a more 
enduring feature.

"In response, India needs to 
generate suffi cient investor in-

terest and export earnings in 
foreign currency to cover its 
rising import bill, as, regard-
less of the success of indigeni-
sation efforts, rising imports 

will invariably accompany 
rising incomes," it said, adding 
that this has been the histori-
cal global experience.

The Survey pointed out that 
India is relatively better off 
than most other countries due 
to its strong macroeconomic 
fundamentals, but this does 
not guarantee insulation.

While noting that the coun-
try benefi ts from a large domes-
tic market, a less fi nancialised 
growth model, strong foreign 
exchange reserves and a cred-
ible degree of strategic auton-
omy, it said these features 
provide buffers in an environ-

ment where fi nancial volatility 
is imminent, and geopolitical 
uncertainty is permanent.

The Survey observed that 
the paradox of 2025 is that In-
dia's strongest macroeconom-
ic performance in decades has 
collided with a global system 
that no longer rewards macro-
economic success with curren-
cy stability, capital infl ows, or 
strategic insulation.

On global trade tensions, 
the Survey said, although the 
President of the United States 
announced reciprocal tariffs of 
25 per cent on India in April, 
India was expected to strike an 
early agreement with the US ad-
ministration and lower them.

So, it said in August, when 
the American President an-
nounced an additional penal 
tariff of 25 per cent on most of 
India's merchandise exports 
to the United States on top 
of the reciprocal tariff of 25 
per cent announced in April, 
it surprised many since In-
dia was expected to be one of 
the early winners in the new 
tariff regime of the United 
States.

"Growth forecasts were re-
vised downward. But in reality, 
growth accelerated due to a slew 
of structural reforms and policy 
measures," the Survey said.

"The Economic Survey 2025-
2026 delivers a powerful mes-
sage: while the global economy 
is fragmenting under geopo-
litical stress and supply-chain 
realignments, India is acceler-
ating -- and that divergence is 
our strategic advantage," said 
Naveen Aggarwal, Offi ce Man-
aging Partner, Delhi-NCR, KP-
MG, in India.
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INFRA PROJECTS SEE COST OVERRUN 
Several infrastructure projects worth above `150 crore 
each registered a cumulative cost overrun of `5.42 lakh 
crore, according to a monthly government report for 
December 2025. The 'Flash Report on Central Sector 
Infrastructure Projects' (worth `150 crore or more) for 
December last year showed that the revised cost of 
these 1,392 projects monitored by the statistics ministry 
stood at `35,10,920 crore compared to their original 
cost of `29,68,248 crore

Excessive 
regulatory burdens 
impede the compet-

itiveness of enterprises and 
slow down industrial growth. 
MSME-related reforms need 
to cut across multiple 
departments and levels of 
government-Centre, State, 
and local bodies
K SANJAY MURTHY | COMPTROLLER AND 
AUDITOR GENERAL OF INDIA

Vedanta PAT surges 
New Delhi: Mining major 
Vedanta Ltd Thursday 
reported a 60 per cent jump 
in consolidated Profi t After 
Tax (PAT) at `7,807 crore for 
the quarter ended December 
31, 2025 on the back of 
strong base metal prices. 
The company had posted a 
consolidated PAT of `4,876 
crore in the year-ago period. 
The consolidated revenue 
from operations of the 
company during the quarter 
rose 19 per cent to `45,899 
crore over `38,526 crore 
in the year-ago period.

Canara Bank profi t up
Mumbai: State-owned Canara 
Bank reported a 25 per cent 
jump in its consolidated net 
profi t for the December 2025 
quarter at `5,254 crore. The 
bank had reported a net profi t 
of `4,214 crore in the year-ago 
period. On a standalone basis, 
its net profi t for the quarter 
grew to `5,155 crore from 
`4,104 crore a year ago, as per 
an exchange fi ling. The core 
net interest income increased 
by just 1.13 per cent to `9,252 
crore despite a 13.59 per cent 
growth in the global advances, 
but was impacted by a 0.33 
per cent narrowing in the net 
interest margin.

Tata Motors net dips
New Delhi: Tata Motors 
Thursday said its consolidated 
net profi t declined 48 per cent 
to `705 crore for the third 
quarter ended December 2025, 
hit by one-time provisions 
for the new labour code and 
the demerger process. The 
commercial vehicle maker 
had reported a net profi t of 
`1,355 crore in the October-
December quarter of the last 
year. Its total revenue from 
operations stood at `21,847 
crore for the third quarter 
against `18,819 crore in the 
year-ago period, Tata Motors 
said in a statement.

Swiggy loss widens
New Delhi: Food delivery 
and quick commerce 
major Swiggy, which owns 
Instamart, Thursday reported 
a widening of its losses for 
the third quarter ended 
December at `1,065 crore, on 
continuing losses from the 
quick commerce segment 
and rising advertising and 
sales promotion expenses. 
The company had reported 
a loss of `799 crore on a 
consolidated basis for the 
corresponding October-
December period of the 
previous fi nancial year. 
Swiggy's losses from the 
quick commerce business 
Instamart increased 
to`791 crore in the third 
quarter, from `528 crore a 
year ago.

Q3 RESULTS

The rate at 
which we 
are growing, 

I think it appears 
that the industry 
volumes for the 
entire year are 
likely to cross the earlier peak of 
FY19 in absolute numbers

GRISH WAGH | MD & CEO, TATA MOTORS

India's urban 
rental hous-
ing market 

is at an infl ection 
point, shaped 
by a young and 
mobile population, 
and rental housing is essential to 
enhance mobility, particularly for 
students, young professionals, and 
migrant workers 

VIPUL ROONGTA | CEO, HDFC CAPITAL

uoteu

Some 
services in 
aerospace 

will now benefi t 
from the reduction 
in tariffs after the 
India-EU trade 
agreement

JÜRGEN WESTERMEIER | PRESIDENT AND MD 
FOR INDIA AND SOUTH ASIA, AIRBUS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 29: The Jan-
uary retail infl ation data will 
refl ect price movements in air-
fares, e-commerce platforms 
and subscription rates of OTT 
channels like Amazon Prime, 
with the statistics ministry 
expanding constituents of the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI).

The new CPI series, which 
will also have the base year 
as 2024 instead of 2012, is be-
ing introduced with an aim to 
look at the key macroeconomic 

indicators more accurately and 
assess the broader consump-
tion pattern of households in 
the country.

The fi rst set of infl ation data 

based on the revised base year 
will be released February 12 
for January, the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Im-
plementation said.

The basket of new consumer 
price index will comprise 358 
items, representing the pace 
of price hike across sectors. 
In the existing series, prices 
are collected for 299 represen-
tational items.

The statistics ministry has 
released the report of the ex-
pert group on the comprehen-
sive updation of the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI).

The report has recommend-
ed the adoption of the latest 
Classifi cation of Individual 
Consumption According to 
Purpose (COICOP) 2018 frame-
work up to the subclass level 
for classifi cation of items, up-
dation of CPI item basket and 
their corresponding weights 
using Household Consumption 
Expenditure Survey (HCES) 

2023-24, and use of the latest 
technology for price data col-
lection and compilation.

Other recommendations in-
clude the inclusion of adminis-
trative and online/e-commerce 
data, methodological improve-
ments in index compilation, in-
cluding the house rent index 
and more granular data dis-
semination.

In the existing CPI having 
base year of 2012, all data are 
collected from physical or 
brick-and-mortar shops.

To improve the quality of da-
ta, enhance the robustness of 
CPI and reduce burden on the 
data collector, price collection 
mechanisms for several items 
were explored by Price Statis-
tics Division (PSD) in collabo-
ration with State Regional Of-

fi ces (ROs) of FOD, in CPI 2024.
Further, it was also noted 

that the share of expenditure 
by households, through online 
platforms, was 4 per cent in ru-
ral and 10.5 per cent in urban 
areas, the report said.

"In view of this, 12 online 
markets are added across the 
towns having more than 2.5 
million population. All items 
of CPI basket are mapped to 
the most popular platform 
available in the town," it said.

Airfare will be collected 
from online/e-commerce plat-
forms, and prices of online me-
dia service providers/stream-
ing services form websites of 
major service providers (Am-
azon Prime Video, Netfl ix, Jio 
Hotstar, SonyLiv, YouTube 
Premium, and Zee5).

January infl ation data to be based on new CPI series
New CPI series to 

use 2024 as base year 
instead of 2012

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Jan 29: The Ener-
gy department, Government 
of Odisha, has set up a pavil-
ion at the ongoing CII Enter-
prise Odisha Conclave in Ro-
urkela to showcase Odisha's 
energy vision Wednesday. 

Through its presence at 
the pavilion, TP Central 
Odisha Distribution Limited 
(TPCODL) is sensitising con-
sumers and promote import-
ant government schemes and 
in-house initiatives.

The pavilion was inaugu-
rated by the Mohan Charan 
Majhi, Chief Minister of Odis-
ha in the presence of Bhawani 
Shankar Bhoi, Deputy Speak-
er, Odisha Legislative Assem-
bly; Sampad Chandra Swain, 
Minister for Industries, Skill 
Development and Technical 
Education; Durgacharana 
Tanti, MLA, Raghunathpali; 
Hemant Sharma, IAS, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Gov-
ernment of Odisha, along 
with other senior officials, 
industry leaders and stake-
holders. 

Through interactive dis-
plays and awareness sessions, 
TPCODL highlighted the ben-
efits of Smart Metering and 
the PM Solar ULA Model, fo-
cusing on consumer empow-
erment, energy efficiency and 
sustainable power solutions. 
The initiatives aim to en-

hance transparency, improve 
service delivery and encour-
age the adoption of renewable 
energy among consumers. 

The Enterprise Odisha Con-
clave, now in its 25th edition, 
stands as a landmark platform 
celebrating Odisha's journey 
in industrial growth, entre-
preneurship, innovation and 
investment. Over the past two 
and a half decades, this fl ag-
ship initiative has played a 
pivotal role in shaping policy 
dialogue, fostering collabo-
rations, empowering MSMEs 
and start-ups and attracting 
new business opportunities 
across the state. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Arvind Singh, CEO, TPCODL, 
said, “The CII Enterprise 

Odisha Conclave is a signifi-
cant platform to engage with 
industry leaders and policy-
makers. Our participation 
in the Energy Department 
pavilion reflects TPCODL's 
strong commitment to con-
sumer awareness and sus-
tainable development. By 
showcasing initiatives such 
as Smart Metering and the 
PM Solar ULA Model, we 
aim to empower consumers 
through greater transparen-
cy, improved service delivery 
and the adoption of clean en-
ergy solutions. TPCODL will 
continue to work closely with 
the Government of Odisha to 
build a resilient, efficient and 
future-ready power distribu-
tion ecosystem for the state.”

CM inaugurates Energy department 
pavilion at CII Enterprise Odisha Conclave

` breaches 92 
barrier against $
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, Jan 29: The rupee 
settled at its all-time closing 
low at 91.99 against the US dol-
lar, amid selling pressure from 
foreign funds and risk-off senti-
ment in global markets.

Forex traders said the rupee 
hit its all-time intra-day low of 
92 against the US dollar amid 
geopolitical uncertainty and 
foreign outfl ows. Moreover, 
a surge in crude oil prices 
weighed on the rupee.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange, the rupee opened 
at 91.95 and touched an early 
high of 91.82, but pared gains 
to touch an intra-day low of 92 
against the greenback.

The domestic unit eventu-
ally settled fl at at 91.99. On 
Wednesday, the rupee settled 
31 paise down, revisiting its 
lowest-ever closing level of 
91.99 against the greenback. 
On January 23, the rupee hit 
an all-time intra-day low of 92 
against the US dollar.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, 
which gauges the greenback's 
strength against a basket of six 
currencies, was trading 0.07 per 
cent lower at 96.37.

Markets advance 
for 3rd day on trot 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, Jan 29: Rising for 
the third consecutive day, 
benchmark stock index Sensex 
advanced 221 points and Nifty 
settled above 25,400 Thursday 
following a rally in Larsen & 
Toubro and the Economic Sur-
vey projecting the GDP growth of 
6.8-7.2 per cent for the next fi scal.

Erasing its early losses, the 
30-share BSE Sensex climbed 
221.69 points or 0.27 per cent 
to settle at 82,566.37. During 
the morning trade, it tanked 
636.74 points or 0.77 per cent to 
81,707.94.

The 50-share NSE Nifty 
edged higher by 76.15 points or 
0.30 per cent to end at 25,418.90. 
The broader index fell 182.95 
points or 0.72 per cent to a low 
of 25,159.80 in early trade.

A rally in global markets 
and fresh foreign fund infl ows 
helped key indices recover 
from lows, analysts said.

From the 30 Sensex fi rms, 
Tata Steel jumped the most by 
4.41 per cent. Larsen & Toubro 
climbed 3.66 per cent after its 
consolidated revenue from op-
erations in the October-Decem-
ber quarter rose by 10 per cent 
to `71,450 crore from `64,668 
crore in the year-ago period.

Axis Bank, Eternal, NTPC, 
Adani Ports and ICICI Bank 
were also among the gainers. 
However, Asian Paints, Inter-
Globe Aviation, Maruti and 
Bharat Electronics were among 
the laggards.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, Jan 29: India's gold 
demand declined by 11 pc 
in 2025 and is expected to be 
around 700 tonnes this year, 
weighed down by record-high 
prices and changing consum-
er buying patterns, the World 
Gold Council (WGC) said in a 
report Thursday.

Overall gold demand in India 
fell 11 per cent to 710.9 tonne 
in 2025 and is expected to be 
between 600 and 700 tonne in 
2026, according to the WGC's 
Full-Year 2025 Gold Demand 
Trends report.

In 2024, the overall gold de-
mand stood at 802.8 tonne.

However, in value terms, 
skyrocketing prices boosted de-
mand by 30 per cent to `7,51,490 
crores, compared to `5,75,930 
crores in the previous year.

The average gold price Janu-
ary 1, 2025, rose by 67 per cent to 
`1,01,572 per 10 grams in 2025, com-
pared to ̀ 70,754 in January 2024.

Demand for gold in India for 
the October-December quarter 
declined by 9 per cent at 241.3 
tonne as compared to 265.8 

tonnes in the corresponding pe-
riod of the previous year.

However, demand value 
surged by 49 per cent to ̀ 3,03,470 
crores from `2,03,070 crores in 
the same period of 2024.

Total Jewellery demand in 
India for the whole of 2025 de-
creased by 24 per cent to 430.5 
tonne compared to 563.4 tonne 
in 2024. The value of jewellery 
demand increased by 12 per cent 
at `4,54,390 crore, compared to 
`4,04,510 crore recorded in 2024.

In contrast, investment de-
mand emerged as a clear bright 
spot during the quarter. Total 
investment demand rose 26 per 
cent year-on-year to 96 tonnes, 
while its value more than dou-
bled to `120,700 crore, up 108 
per cent compared to the fourth 
quarter (Q4) 2024, he said.

Record prices pull 
gold demand in ’25

Global demand for gold 
has crossed 5,000 tonne 
to reach a new all-time 

high in 2025, mainly 
driven by investments

India's gold market in 
Q4 2025 clearly refl ected 
the dual impact of re-

cord-high prices and shifting 
consumer behavior
SACHIN JAIN | REGIONAL CEO, WGC

India sees 
6.8%-7.2% growth 

next year, fl ags risks 
from geopolitics, 

weak exports

GEOPOLITICAL TURBULENCE

Survey pegs marathon-sprint strategy

CII concurs with the 
survey's assessment of 
India's growth outlook, 
with the projected 

growth rate of 6.8-7.2 per 
cent in FY27 appearing real-
istic amid global uncertain-
ties and external headwinds
CHANDRAJIT BANERJEE | DIRECTOR 
GENERAL, CII
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REUTERS

London, Jan 29: Real Madrid 
missed out on automatic qual-
ifi cation for the Champions 
League knockout rounds as 
they crumbled to a 4-2 defeat at 
Benfi ca on a frenetic fi nal night 
of group-stage action across Eu-
rope Wednesday.

Kylian Mbappe's goal had 
put the 15-time winners on 
course for the win they need-
ed to secure a top-eight fi nish, 
but their night ended in chaos 
as Jose Mourinho's Benfi ca 
roared back.

Benfi ca were still heading for 
elimination despite leading 3-2 
but goalkeeper Anatoliy Trubin 
scored their fourth goal in the 
98th-minute -- a header that 
meant the Portuguese giants 
crept into the playoffs on goal 
difference in 24th spot.

Real, who began the night 
third but ended it ninth and 
could face Norwegian upstarts 
Bodo/Glimt in the playoffs, also 
had Raul Asencio and Rodrygo 
sent off in stoppage time.

Holders Paris St Germain al-
so slipped out of the top eight 
as they could only draw 1-1 at 
home to Newcastle United - a re-
sult that left both sides facing a 
playoff despite starting the fi nal 
night in the automatic places.

Liverpool thrashed Qarabag 
6-0 to end their group campaign 
in style and fi nish in third place 
-- Alexis Mac Allister scoring 
twice and Mohamed Salah also 
among the goals.

Barcelona began the evening 
in ninth spot but spared them-
selves a playoff tie as they came 
from a goal down to beat Copen-
hagen 4-1. Goals from Robert 
Lewandowski, Lamine Yamal, 
Raphinha and Marcus Rashford 
ensured they fi nished fi fth, one 
place behind surprise package 
Tottenham Hotspur who won 
2-0 at Eintracht Frankfurt.

Chelsea trailed 2-1 at Napo-
li but two goals by Joao Pedro 
earned them a 3-2 win to clinch 
sixth spot while defeat left Nap-
oli down and out in 30th place.

That meant fi ve of the six 

English clubs are in the last 
16 and could yet be joined by 
Newcastle.
DRAMA GALORE

Portugal's Sporting grabbed 
a last-gasp 3-2 win at Athletic 
Bilbao thanks to a goal by Alis-
son Santos to snatch a top-eight 
spot and effectively relegate Re-
al Madrid to the playoffs.

Manchester City beat 
Galatasaray 2-0 at home to jump 
from 11th to eighth and spare 
themselves a repeat of last sea-
son when they failed to reach 
the last-16 after losing to Real 
Madrid in the playoffs.

Arsenal, who like Bayern 
Munich were already assured 
of a top-eight fi nish, became the 
fi rst club in the new 36-team 
group format to fi nish with a 
100% record, beating bottom 
club Kairat Almaty 3-2. Run-
ners-up Bayern ended with a 2-1 
victory at PSV Eindhoven that 
left the Dutch club eliminated.

The start is probably the 
most physical portion of a race, 
especially in the 500 meter.

Just like last season, UEFA's 
expanded Champions League 
group stage has proved a mas-
terstroke with the suspense 
lasting to the fi nal seconds of 
the eighth round of fi xtures.

Before the 18 matches kicked 
off only four of the 36 clubs 
were defi nitely eliminated and 
only Arsenal and Bayern Mu-
nich were guaranteed to be in 

the last 16.
Several who started outside 

the top eight needed wins and 
other results to go in their fa-
vour with Barcelona, Manches-
ter City and Sporting seizing 
their chance.

Erling Haaland and Rayan 
Cherki were on target for City.

Inter Milan got the win they 
required, beating Borussia 
Dortmund 2-0 away but, like 
fellow Italians Juventus, will 
have to take their chances in 
the playoffs.

Juventus could only draw 0-0 
at Monaco. Dortmund missed 
out on being seeded for the 
playoffs, ending 17th.

Nowhere was the drama 
more compelling than at At-
letico Madrid's Metropolitano 
Stadium where Diego Sime-
one's side hosted Norway's Bo-
do/Glimt. Atletico led through 
Alexander Sorloth's goal and 
at one point were into the top 
eight but Bodo, who stunned 
Manchester City last week, 
hit back with goals by Fredrik 
Sjovold and Kasper Hogh for a 
remarkable 2-1 win to put the 
Arctic Circle debutants in 23rd 
and into the playoffs.

Atletico ended 14th and will 
have to be content with being 
one of the seeded teams in the 
two-legged playoffs.

Napoli and PSV Eindhoven 
were not the only illustrious clubs 
to fi nish below the elimination 
trapdoor. Marseille had eyes on 
a top-16 place and a seeded play-
off berth, but a 3-0 hammering at 
Club Brugge meant they fi nished 
25th with Brugge grabbing a play-
off spot at their expense.

The teams who fi nished 
ninth to 24th will learn who 
they will face in the playoffs in 
Friday's draw.

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Real Madrid, PSG 
drop into playoffs
Dramatic, last-gasp 
header by a 
goalkeeper caps a 
climactic Champions 
League opening round

INTO ROUND OF 16: 
Arsenal, Bayern 
Munich, Liverpool, 
Tottenham, 
Barcelona, Chelsea, 
Sporting Lisbon, 
Manchester City PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 29: The nam-
ing of rape-accused Col (Retd) 
Tarsem Singh Warraich for an 
overseas assignment has yet 
again brought the Equestrian 
Federation of India (EFI) under 
the scanner, even as the Sports 
Ministry, in an unrelated de-
velopment, has issued a show-
cause notice to the federation 
over prolonged governance and 
compliance failures.

The immediate contro-
versy centres on EFI's de-
cision to send Tarsem as 
coach-cum-manager of the In-
dian team for the International 
Tent Pegging Federation (ITPF) 
World Cup Qualifi ers in Jordan 
from January 29-31. 

Top two teams will qualify 
for fi nals in November in Jor-
dan.

Tarsem, an executive com-
mittee member of EFI, has nev-
er competed in a national tent 
pegging championship and was 
earlier suspended by the federa-
tion in an impersonation-relat-
ed case from 2022-2024.

His selection was censored 
by the father of a junior rider 
who wrote to the world govern-
ing body ITPF. Giving details, 
he mentioned that an FIR has 
been registered against Colo-
nel Tarsem Singh Warraich in 
Sonepat with regards to sexual 
harassment complaint fi led by 
two women.

"Given the seriousness of the 
offense and the fact that the in-
dividual is only out on bail how 
can the sports authorities allow 
Colonel Tarsem Singh to trav-
el outside the country let alone 
represent the Nation," he wrote.

Responding to which ITPF 
has asked EFI to take "appro-
priate action."

"We request that this issue be 
treated with the utmost serious-
ness, and that appropriate ac-
tion be taken after due verifi ca-
tion of the information provid-
ed. We would also appreciate 
being informed of the outcome 
and any measures taken in this 
regard, in order to ensure the 
safety of all competitors and up-
hold the integrity of the sport," 
ITPF mail read.

According to sources, the 
ITPF has also refused to allow 
Tarsem to appear in a judges' 
course being conducted along-
side the Jordan event after ob-
jections were raised by fellow 
participants.

EFI sends rape-accused 
EC member as coach to 
Jordan; Sports Ministry 
fl ags governance issues

REUTERS

Melbourne, Jan 29: Ary-
na Sabalenka swept to her 
fourth successive Australian 
Open fi nal with a 6-2 6-3 win 
over Ukrainian Elina Svito-
lina Thursday in a semi-fi nal 
overshadowed by geopolitical 
tension.

Top-seeded Belarusian Sa-
balenka will bid for a third 
crown at Melbourne Park in 
four years and fi fth Grand Slam 
title overall against the winner 
of the late semi-fi nal between 
Jessica Pegula and Elena Ry-
bakina at Rod Laver Arena.

"I just cannot believe that. 
It's an incredible achievement 
but the job is not done yet," 
world number one Sabalenka 
said on court. "I'm super hap-
py with the win. She's such a 
tough opponent and has been 

playing incredible tennis the 
whole week."

Since Russia's invasion of 

Ukraine in 2022, for which Be-
larus has been a staging ground, 
Russian and Belarusian players 

have been banned from repre-
senting their nations at the 
Grand Slams and tour events.

Svitolina has been vocal 
about the strain of playing the 
countries' players, and said 
she hoped to bring her nation 
"light" at the Australian Open 
after a tough winter.

The 27-year-old Sabalenka, 
however, crushed those hopes in 
a furious display of raw power.

She became the third woman 
in the professional era to reach 
the Australian Open decider 
four times in a row following 
Evonne Goolagong Cawley 
(1971-76) and Martina Hingis 
(1997-2002), who each played 
six fi nals in a row.

"Gutted not to make it 
through tonight," Svitolina told 
reporters. "Of course it's very 
diffi cult when you're playing a 
world number one on fi re."

POST NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai, Jan 29: The People’s 
Armwrestling Federation of In-
dia (PAFI) has received offi cial 
affi liation from the Paralympic 
Committee of India (PCI), mark-
ing a signifi cant milestone in 
the growth and formal recog-
nition of Para-Armwrestling 
in the country.

The affi liation represents 
a major step forward for Pa-
ra-armwrestling in India, 
strengthening its pathway to-
wards structured competition, 
athlete development, and long-
term inclusion in the global 
Paralympic ecosystem.

Armwrestling has already 
gained important international 
momentum, having been includ-
ed in the recent Asian Youth 
Para Games 2025 in Dubai. It is 
also one of the few sports where 
Para athletes are included in the 
main competition. Building on 
this progress, PAFI now looks 
ahead to the sport’s inclusion in 

the Asian Para Games and the 
Asian Games. 

In India, PAFI and Pro Panja 
League have shown dedicated 
support to Para Athletes with spe-
cial categories integrated in the 
league and across state champion-
ships. The Pro Panja League has 
ensured inclusivity by bringing 
male, female, and Para Athletes 
to compete on the same platform, 
with Para Athletes paid equally 
based on their rankings, in line 
with all other athletes.”

Together, PAFI and the Pro 
Panja League have played 
a crucial role in creating a 
sustainable ecosystem for Pa-
ra-Armwrestlers, providing 
them structured tournaments, 
visibility, and professional op-
portunities and have ensured 
the domestic competitions 
match international standards.

The affi liation with the 
Paralympic Committee of In-
dia further strengthens these 
efforts, bringing Para-Arm-
wrestling closer to its long-

term goal of being included 
in the Paralympic Games and 
offering Indian athletes a path-
way to compete on the world’s 
biggest sporting stage.

On the occasion, Preeti 
Jhangiani, President of the Peo-
ple’s Armwrestling Federation 
India (PAFI), Vice President of 
the Asian Armwrestling Feder-
ation (AAF), and Co-Founder 
of the Pro Panja League stated, 
“We are deeply honored to re-
ceive offi cial recognition from 
the Paralympic Committee of 
India as the offi cial governing 
body for armwrestling in In-
dia. This milestone is not just 
an achievement for PAFI, but 
a validation of our unwaver-
ing commitment to transpar-
ent governance, athlete wel-
fare, and inclusive growth. 
It strengthens our resolve to 
create fair opportunities and a 
clear pathway for Indian arm-
wrestlers to represent the na-
tion with pride at national and 
international platforms.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 29: In the cor-
ridors of power where India's 
2036 Olympic bid is taking 
shape, infrastructure is hardly 
a concern given "how prepared" 
contender city Ahmedabad al-
ready seems to be. 

But what's keeping the offi -
cialdom occupied is the brain-
storming over some foun-
dational changes in India's 
medal strategy to ensure that 
the country fi nds its footing in 
disciplines like aquatics and 
cycling. Both these events offer 
over a 100 Olympic medals com-
bined but none so far for India. 

"Would it look nice if at our 
home Olympics, our athletes 
end up 71st in the overall tally 
with six medals, like it hap-

pened in Paris (2024)? We have 
to address that most urgently. 
Host countries scale up their 
Olympic performances to en-
sure that they don't feel left 
out of their own party," a Sports 
Ministry source, privy to the 
developments with regards to 
the high-profi le bid, told PTI.

This is exactly what China 
did in the 2008 Beijing Games, 
drastically improving its per-
formance in disciplines that it 
didn't do well previously, such 
as boxing, canoeing and archery, 
for a record tally of 100 medals. 

The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has kept the 
host selection process on hold 
to reassess its criteria after 
taking feedback from member 
nations.

"That process will restart in 

another six months," the source 
said. "India is at an infl ection 
point in its sporting journey. 
And the challenge is to make 
sure that we rise and not fall 
from here. It's not infrastruc-
ture that is a concern, that's 
the easiest box to tick and per-
haps the most visible, that's 

why the obsession with it. The 
bigger concern is our standing 
as a sporting nation," he point-
ed out. 

And that's why the increased 
focus going forward would be 
on schools where the poten-
tial stars of 2036 are currently 
scattered across the length and 

breadth of the country.
The disciplines in which 

India does not have much of 
a standing but which yield a 
high medal count are the ones 
where talent identifi cation 
programme would turn its ag-
gressive attention. So, aquatics, 
rowing, and cycling are set to 
fi gure high on the priority list.

Aquatics, which includes 
swimming, diving, waterpolo, 
artistic swimming, and open 
water swimming, will offer 55 
of the more than 350 overall 
medals that will be up for grabs 
across 36 disciplines in the 2028 
Los Angeles Olympics. But In-
dia is not expected to get any. 

Ditto for rowing, which 
has 45 medals at stake in Los 
Angeles across 15 events, and 
cycling, where 22 events will 

throw up 66 medals. 
"The challenge is to shift our 

focus from events that we have 
mastered to a great extent to 
events, where the medal yield 
is high but we are nowhere 
in the picture," said another 
offi cial closely linked to the 
country's athlete development 
programme. 

Before the 2036 ambitions, In-
dia has the task of hosting the 
2030 Commonwealth Games, al-
so in Ahmedabad. It's an event 
struggling for relevance but one 
in which India has almost al-
ways managed excellent results 
across disciplines.

The challenge, in this case, 
therefore is to deliver within a 
budget that doesn't cause public 
outrage and the operations pass 
of smoothly.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 29: Midfi eld 
stalwart and one of the most 
recognisable faces of Indian 
hockey, Manpreet Singh is the 
biggest name missing from the 
list of 33 probables announced 
by Hockey India for the senior 
men's national coaching camp 
ahead of the upcoming FIH Pro 
League season, set to begin in 
Rourkela next month.

The 33-year-old former In-
dia captain, a member of two 
Olympic bronze medal-win-
ning teams and just one game 
away from becoming the joint 
highest-capped Indian player 
alongside current Hockey India 

president Dilip Tirkey with 412 
appearances, has failed to make 
the probables' list for the camp 
for the fi rst time in 15 years.

The camp will be held from 
February 1 to 7 ahead of the FIH 
Pro League matches scheduled in 
Rourkela from February 10 to 15.

Among the other notable 
names missing from the list 
is goalkeeper Krishan Baha-
dur Pathak, while Princedeep 
Singh has been elevated follow-
ing his stellar performance in 
the Junior Asia Cup in Rajgir 
late last year, which India won.

Additionally, Poovanna 
Chandura Boby, Yashdeep Si-
wach and Amandeep Lakra are 
the new entrants in defence, 

while Rosan Kujur has been 
inducted into the side on the 
back of his impressive showing 
in the Junior Asia Cup.

India, who had fi nished 
eighth among nine teams last 
season, will open their cam-
paign against Belgium Febru-
ary 11 followed by the game 
against Argentina a day later. 
The Harmanpreet Singh-led 

side will then take on Belgium 
in the return fi xture Febru-
ary 14, followed by the match 
against Argentina a day later.

The team will then fl y to Ho-

bart where they will take on 
Spain (February 21 and 24) and 
Australia (February 22 and 25). 
The European leg of the tourna-
ment will be held in June.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Supreme Sabalenka storms into fi nal
Top-seeded Belarusian edges past Svitolina to enter 4th consecutive fi nal

People’s Armwrestling Federation 
of India receives affi liation from PCI 

Hockey Pro league: Manpreet dropped from probables’ list
SENIOR MEN'S CAMP:

Goalkeepers: Pawan, Suraj Karkera, Mohith Shashikumar, 
      Princedeep Singh.

Defenders: Amit Rohidas, Jarmanpreet Singh, Sanjay, Harmanpreet  
 Singh, Jugraj Singh, Sumit, Poovanna Chandura Boby,  
 Yashdeep Siwach, Nilam Sanjeep Xess, Amandeep Lakra.

Midfi elders: Rajinder Singh, Manmeet Singh, Hardik Singh,   
 Moirangthem Rabichandra Singh, Vivek Sagar Prasad,  
 Vishnu Kant Singh, Raj Kumar Pal, Nilakanta Sharma, Rosan Kujur.

Forwards: Abhishek, Sukhjeet Singh, Shilanand Lakra, Mandeep Singh,  
 Araijeet Singh Hundal, Angad Bir Singh, Uttam Singh, Selvam  
 Karthi, Aditya Arjun Lalage, Maninder Singh.

2036 
OLYMPIC BID Aquatics, rowing, cycling set for increased attention

African Cup chaos: 
Both fi nalists fi ned 
Cape Town: Senegal coach Pape 
Thiaw has been banned for fi ve 
games and fi ned $100,000 and 
Senegalese and Moroccan players 
also received suspensions following 
a walk-off during a chaotic African 
Cup of Nations fi nal. The sanctions 
announced Wednesday by the 
Confederation of African Football 
included fi nes totaling $615,000 for 
the Senegalese soccer federation 
and $315,000 for the Morocco 
federation for unsporting and 
improper conduct by their players, 
coaching staff and supporters, 
among other offenses. The January 
23 African soccer showpiece was 
marred by Senegal players walking 
off led by Thiaw in protest against 
a late penalty awarded to host 
Morocco. 

B’desh shooters 
set to visit India 
New Delhi: Bangladesh has 
approved its shooting team's tour 
to New Delhi for next month's 
Asian Shooting Championships 
days after the cricket team's 
refusal to play in India due to 
safety concerns cost them a 
place at the Twenty20 World Cup. 
Bangladesh have been replaced 
by Scotland in the T20 World Cup, 
which runs from February 7 to 
March 8, after they insisted they 
would not tour India, highlighting 
security concerns following soured 
political relations between the 
neighbours. The International 
Cricket Council (ICC), citing 
independent security assessment 
reports, dismissed Bangladesh's 
demands to play their World Cup 
matches in tournament co-hosts 
Sri Lanka instead, arguing the 
late change in schedule was "not 
feasible".


