
Shriya’s perception Iran’s condition Bullions bloodbath Clash of Titans
Actor Shriya Saran believes 
that being boxed into a 
particular image is more about 
perception than limitation

 

Iran says it’s ready for 
‘fair’ talks with US but not 
on defence capabilities

Gold prices tumble by 
`14,000 per 10 grams and silver 
prices tank by `20,000 per kg as 
investors book heavy profi ts

Carlos Alcaraz will face Novak 
Djokovic for the Australian 
Open title in an epic experience 
versus youth showdown 
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Social media must be 
age-restricted. Anything critical 

of the govt should not reach 
those aged 18 and above

CM TO PRESENT 
BUDGET FEB 20
Bhubaneswar: The Odisha Leg-
islative Assembly will convene 
its Budget Session for 2026 from 
February 17, according to the 
offi cial schedule released by the 
State Parliamentary Affairs De-
partment. The session will con-
tinue till April 8 and will be held 
in two phases, comprising a total 
of 29 working days, providing leg-
islators suffi cient time for debate 
and legislative business. A key 
highlight of the session will be 
the presentation of the State Bud-
get for 2026–27 by Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi, who also 
holds the Finance portfolio. The 
budget is scheduled to be tabled 
in the Assembly February 20.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 30: Declaring 
the right to menstrual health as 
part of the right to life under 
the Constitution, the Supreme 
Court on Friday directed all 
states and Union Territories 
to provide free oxo-biodegrad-
able sanitary napkins to girl 
students and functional, gen-
der-segregated toilets for all 
the students.

In a landmark judgment to 
ensure gender justice and ed-
ucational equity, a bench com-
prising Justices J B Pardiwala 
and R Mahadevan issued a slew 

of directions to all states and UTs 
to ensure that these facilities are 
provided in schools irrespective 
of whether they are govern-
ment-run, aided or private.

The verdict, authored by Jus-
tice Pardiwala, warns of strin-
gent consequences for non-com-
pliance, including the de-recog-
nition of private schools and 
holding state governments di-
rectly accountable for failures 
in public institutions.

“The right to life under Ar-
ticle 21 of the Constitution in-
cludes the right to menstrual 
health; access to safe, effective 
and affordable menstrual hy-

giene management measures 
helps a girl child attain the 
highest standard of sexual and 
reproductive health. The right 
to healthy reproductive life em-
braces the right to access edu-
cation and information about 
sexual health,” the bench held.

“As regards the availability of 
menstrual absorbent, we direct 
that all states and Union Territo-
ries shall ensure that every school 
where the government-run or 
privately managed in both urban 
and rural areas provides oxo-bio-
degradable sanitary napkins 
manufactured in compliance... 
free of cost,” it ordered.  P9

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: Ahead 
of implementing the Shri Jagan-
nath Darshan Yojana (SJDY), 
the state government has asked 
all district collectors to person-
ally monitor and expedite the 
collection of consent forms from 
eligible benefi ciaries.

The SJDY is to facilitate 
economically weaker senior 
citizens and widows of all ag-
es in fulfi lling their long-cher-
ished dream of visiting the 
holy shrine of Lord Jagannath 
Mahaprabhu at Puri, an offi cial 
order said.

Under the provisions of the 
scheme, the state government 
will take care of the travel, stay 
and food of the benefi ciaries. 
While the night halt arrange-
ments will be made at Puri 
for the benefi ciaries from 21 
districts, the devotees of eight 
other coastal districts will un-
dertake day tour to the temple, 
an offi cial said.

The Tourism department, 
in a letter to all district col-
lectors said, “Despite earlier 
instructions to collect consent 
during pension distribution 
on January 15, 2026, progress 

has remained unsatisfactory 
in most districts.”

Concerned over the delay in 
implementation of the scheme, 
a fresh letter was issued to dis-
trict authorities to ensure that 
the people get benefi ts. District 
Social Security Offi cers (DS-
SOs), and Tourism Develop-
ment Offi cers to take immedi-
ate action, the letter said.

Tourism Director Deepankar 
Mohapatra in the letter said 
that the scheme aims to bene-
fi t 5,000 people in 2025-26 fi scal 
and 30,000 in 2026-27 fi nancial 
year. The scheme is to remain 
effective till 2028-29 fi scal. A 
total of approximately 1,00,000 
benefi ciaries will be selected 
from across the state during 
the duration of the scheme, an 
offi cial order said.

SHRI JAGANNATH DARSHAN YOJANA

GOVT SEEKS 
PEOPLE’S NOD

KEY TAKEAWAYS
The scheme aims to facilitate eco-
nomically weaker senior citizens 
and widows of all ages to have a 
darshan of Lord Jagannath in Puri

Nearly 1,00,000 benefi ciaries will 
be selected from across the state 
while the scheme is on

Without consent, benefi ciaries 
cannot avail facilities under the 
ambitious initiative

SC orders free pads for schoolgirls

Kendrapara: 3 Bangla 
nationals deported 

SOAKED PROTEST: Water cannons being used to disperse Indian Youth Congress activists during their protest 
march to the Kerala Health Minister Veena George’s residence in Thiruvananthapuram, Friday  PTI PHOTO

Mumbai: The rupee on Friday hit its 
record low of 92.02 before ending 6 
paise higher at 91.93 against the US 
dollar amid a fi rm American currency 
and geopolitical uncertainties. At 
the interbank foreign exchange, the 
rupee opened strong at 91.89 and 
further strengthened to 91.82 against 
the greenback. However, it weakened 
later in the session to touch its 
lowest-ever level of 92.02 before 
ending at 91.93.  P11

$ now `92.02 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, Jan 30: In the 
fi rst such action in 21 years, 
the district administration in 
Kendrapara deported three 
Bangladeshi nationals for ille-
gal entry and staying, offi cials 
said Friday.

The deported persons were 
identifi ed as Amina Biwi, In-
shan Khan and Muntaz Khan. 
They were among 12 members 
of a family who had been living 
at different locations in the dis-
trict and detained by police No-
vember 27, 2025, on suspicion of 
being illegal immigrants.

During verifi cation conduct-
ed over seven days, police col-
lected identity documents from 
the detainees and released nine 
of them. The remaining three 
failed to produce valid identifi -
cation papers and were kept in 
custody before being deported, 
offi cials said.  P5



MUMBAI: Sara Arjun is basking 
in widespread appreciation after 
the success of Dhurandhar. The 
20-year-old actor, who played 
Yalina Jamali opposite Ranveer 
Singh, has been praised for her 
poise and emotional depth. 
Even as the fi lm con-
tinues to dominate con-
versations, Sara has 
turned her attention 
to promoting her up-
coming Telugu fi lm 
Euphoria, directed 
by Gunashekhar.

In a recent inter-
view, Sara revealed 
what she calls the 
most ‘euphoric’ day 
of her life. 

The actress shared 
that it was the moment 
her parents watched 
her performance in 
Dhurandhar and 
were overwhelmed 
with emotion. See-
ing both her par-
ents cry tears of 
joy, she said, was 
deeply meaningful 
and remains her 
most cherished 
memory.

When asked 
if the moment 
was related 
to aca-
demics, 
Sara de-
nied it, 
later 
con-

fi rming it was indeed connected to Dhu-
randhar. The interview clip has since 
gone viral on social media.

Sara also refl ected on her career jour-
ney, revealing she once planned to study 

fi lm and acting abroad after 
boarding school. However, 

projects like Magic, Eu-
phoria and eventually 
Dhurandhar altered 
her path. 

Sara will next ap-
pear in Euphoria, 
featuring Gautham 
Menon, Nassar and 
others, releasing 

February 6, 2026. A se-
quel is already 

confi rmed.
AGENCIES

MUMBAI: S
in widespre
the success
20-year-old
Yalina Jam
Singh, has
poise and e
Even as 
tinues to d
versation
turned he
to promo
coming T
Euphori
by Guna

In a r
view, S
what s
most ‘
of her

The
that i
her p
her p
Dhur
were
with
ing
ent
joy
dee
an
m
m

i
w

MUMBAI:
Sharvari’s re-
lationship with 
photography 
began years ago 
with a broken, 
old-school fi lm 
camera, but it 
has since trans-
formed the way 
she sees the world. 
Learning to shoot 
on fi lm taught her 
patience and pres-
ence. With limited 

frames, every click 
demanded in-

tention, for-
cing her 
to truly 
observe 
emo-
tions, 

light and fl eet- ing mo-
ments. Devel- oping fi lm 
felt magical, deepening 
her respect for the process 
and the power of a single image.

A second-hand Nikon FM10 later became 
her constant companion, especially while travelling. Hand-
ling the light meter and loading fi lm made photography feel 
immersive, shaping her belief that it is less about equipment 

and more about perception. For Sharvari, photography 
is about recognising what feels lasting, whether 
it is a face, a building or the soul of a city.

While shooting in Punjab for Imtiaz Ali’s up-
coming fi lm, she carried her camera everywhere. 
Exploring Amritsar through the lens helped her 
notice warmth, kindness and quiet serenity in 
everyday life. She began documenting landscapes, 

dawn hours and people on set, creating visual diar-
ies for each project.

Photography has altered how she travels and works. 
She now observes architecture, urban design, moods 

and human connections more deeply.  AGENCIES

Today, you may have 
something at the back of 
your mind that will grip you 
with its complexity, says Ganesha. Speak 
freely as your words are capable of mak-
ing a great impact on others. You may 
not be willing to confront unpleasant 
situations today. Don't worry, the stars 
seem in your favour, predicts Ganesha.

Today, you would love to 
spend as much time alone 
as possible with your 
sweetheart, says Ganesha. A casual 
conversation between the two of you 
may culminate into a sensuous con-
summation. In the evening, you will 
keep people charmed with your wit 
and wisdom, feels Ganesha.

The travel bug inside you is 
itching to be let loose, but 
things are not so simple when 
it comes to fi nding new destinations, says 
Ganesha. With you, holidaying goes hand in 
hand with delays. So, although you might 
be excited at the prospect of going to new 
places, this excitement will be somewhat 
curtailed thanks to postponements of travel 
plans. Well, such is life, so don’t go about 
taking it to heart and getting all upset.

Motivation will remain high 
today, says Ganesha. Your 
talents and skills make you 
stand out as a superb artist. Words 
will glow if you let your creativity flow, 
and should you decide to dance or 
sing, you’ll set the stage on fire today. 
Cultivate hobbies in performing arts 
and literature, advises Ganesha.

You shall follow all things to the 
dot today. Your approach will 
be methodical and robotic. It 
is likely that you shall symbolise the saying, 
'Actions speak louder than words'. Your 
powers of persuasion will help you amass 
the confi dences of many, predicts Ganesha.

Cupid is hunting and you 
are the game today. Cupid’s 
arrows will have you adrift on 
the ocean of love and turbulent emotions. 
Your rescue is imminent, when a member 
of the opposite sex answers your SOS calls. 
But use your discretion as to which boat 
you hitch a ride back home, says Ganesha.

The work load may take away 
all your vigour, leaving you le-
thargic and dull, but you will 
come out of the sluggish phase before it 
can do any harm to your reputation, says 
Ganesha. Being observant and attentive 
while in meetings will help you in the long 
run, and in more ways than you can imag-
ine. As you may have already guessed, 
it won't be a very productive day, it but 
won't be a very bad one either.

You get a pat on the back due 
to your brilliant academic 
standing. People will admire 
your business acumen and may imitate 
your choices. But this doesn't mean you 
become haughty and unapproachable. 
Carry on the good work with a humble 
attitude, says Ganesha.

Anticipation is all the fun. 
Sadly, this only alludes to your 
months-in-preparation travel 
plans that are most likely to be delayed 
today on one count or the other. Though, 
if this is any consolation, your trip, when it 
fi nally occurs, will bring you as much plea-
sure and satisfaction that you expected 
out of it, if not more, says Ganesha.

Being in charge was never 
easy, but it's not for nothing 
thatleaders are made of sterner 
stuff. As a person in charge, you are expected 
to give directions in a manner that gets 
the best efforts out of your juniors. Move 
away from traditional dictatorial style, 
and build a consensus that enables you to 
pull off the spectacular, says Ganesha.

If you are a stockbroker, you 
may feel that things are not 
going too well for you. Today, you may 
regret being a stockbroker. Manufacturers 
must delay the launch of a new product. 
However, after a waiting game, you may 
go on to launch the product with a fan-
fare. Ganesha wishes you a good luck.

A tough, action-packed day 
ahead! There may be differ-
ence of opinions with friends 
over trivial matters, but you will thrive on 
it. But all pending work will be completed, 
much to your relief. It's a promising and 
optimistic day, says Ganesha!
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SWEENEY ADDRESSES 
‘MAGA BARBIE’ TAG

HELENA BONHAM CARTER BOARDS 
CAST OF THE WHITE LOTUS S04

Sydney Sweeney recently addressed the 
“MAGA Barbie” label, saying she ignores it 
because she cannot control public assump-
tions about her politics. The Euphoria and The 
Housemaid star adds that social media often 
tries to turn her into a political pawn, but she 
has no interest in discussing how she votes

British star Helena Bonham Carter has 
joined the cast for season four of HBO’s 
acclaimed dark comedy show The 
White Lotus. According to Variety, the 
new season will take place in France, 
including Paris and multiple locations 
along the French Riviera
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SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

MUMBAI: Actor Shriya Saran 
has never believed in being con-
fi ned to neatly defi ned boxes. 
In a candid conversation, she 
spoke about why labels, espe-
cially being termed a ‘South 
star’, do not defi ne her identity, 
even as she deeply values the 
love and acceptance she has re-
ceived from Southern cinema.

Tracing her journey, Shriya 
refl ected on growing up in Harid-
war before moving to Delhi to 
train in Kathak under Shovana 
Narayan. Each transition, she 
said, pushed her beyond comfort 
zones and shaped her outlook. 
Starting her acting career at just 
17 was another unconventional 
choice, especially given her 
family’s academic back-
ground, but one that 
reinforced her be-
lief in charting 
her own path.

Often asso-
ciated with 
Telugu and 
Tamil 
cinema 
due to 
her ex-
tensive 
body 

of work, Shriya acknowledges 
the affection she enjoys in the 
South, even saying her heart 
feels deeply connected there. 
However, she fi rmly believes 
labels stem from perception 
rather than limitation. Accord-
ing to her, an actor becomes 
boxed only when they internal-
ise how others see them.

Shriya views such categori-
sation as a by-product of visibil-
ity and success. For her, being 
labelled is not a barrier but 
a temporary identity others 
project. Growth, she believes, 
comes from learning, evolving 
and allowing life to redefi ne 
you beyond tags.  AGENCIES

MUMBAI: If comedies and 
spy thrillers can expand into 
full-fl edged universes, there’s 
little reason a woman in uni-
form should remain a one-fi lm 
idea. Mardaani 3 arrives with 
that quiet certainty, reaffi rm-
ing that grit, moral authority 
and myth-making aren’t re-
served for men. Fronted once 
again by Rani Mukerji, the 
third chapter cements Shivani 
Shivaji Roy as less a character 
and more a conscience.

Directed by Abhiraj 
Minawala, the fi lm places 
Shivani on the streets of Delhi, 
investigating the disappear-
ance of two young girls, one 
of whom is a bureaucrat’s 
daughter. What begins as a 
standard missing persons case 
soon spirals into a disturbing 

expose of an organised human 
traffi cking network targeting 
pre-pubescent girls. The syn-
dicate is led by Amma, played 
with unsettling restraint by 
Mallika Prasad. The rescue 
mission and its after-
math form the emo-
tional and narrative 
spine of the fi lm. The 
story is credited to 
Aayush Gupta, who 
co-writes the dialogues 
with Baljeet Singh 
Marwah and Deepak 
Kingrani.

On the plus side, Rani 
doesn’t miss a step, slipping 
back into Shivani’s no-non-
sense persona with ease. Her 
authority is established early 
through a stylised introduc-
tion that echoes the grand 

hero entries usually reserved 
for male superstars. The run-
time is crisp, the fi rst half taut, 
and the fi lm wastes little time 
setting up its central confl ict.

Where Mardaani 3 falters 
is not intent, but famili-
arity. Several narrative 
beats feel predictable, 
especially following 
Delhi Crime Season 3, 
which explored similar 
terrain. The antagonist, 
while chilling, lacks the 
psychological complex-

ity that made earlier villains 
memorable, and the twists 
don’t always land with con-
viction.

Yet, the fi lm’s power lies 
in its purpose. Anchored by 
Mukerji’s commanding pres-
ence, Mardaani 3 refuses to 

sensationalise violence, treat-
ing crimes against women 
and children as a grim reality 
demanding accountability. 
It may not reinvent the fran-
chise, but it reinforces why 
Shivani’s fi ght and her rel-
evance is far from over.  AGENCIES

DIRECTOR: 
Abhiraj 

Minawala
CAST: Rani 

Mukerji, Janki 
Bodiwala, 

Mallika Prasad
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Sara’s euphoric moment

Mardaani 3: Film struggles 
with familiarity
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SPIRITUAL MEET
Followers of Swami 

Nigamananda Saraswati pull the 
chariot of the seeker to the 75th 

State-level Devotees’ Convention 
organised by Nilachala 

Saraswata Sangha at Talabania 
Ground in Puri Friday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Cuttack, Jan 30: The Orissa 
High Court has reaffi rmed the 
importance of family planning 
and population control while 
dismissing an appeal challeng-
ing the disqualifi cation of a 
gram panchayat (GP) member 
for having more than two chil-
dren.

A Division Bench comprising 
Justices Krishna Shripad Dix-
it and Chittaranjan Dash, in a 
recent judgement authored by 
Justice Dixit, upheld the termi-
nation of the appellant’s mem-
bership under Section 25(1)
(v) of the Odisha Grama Pan-
chayats Act, 1964, which bars 
persons with more than two 
children from holding offi ce in 
Panchayati Raj institutions.

The appellant had challenged 
a December 5, 2025 order of a 
single-judge bench dismissing 
his writ petitions. He argued 
that he is entitled to protec-
tion under the proviso to the 
relevant provision, as his third 
and fourth children were born 
in 1993 and 1994. 

However, the court rejected 
the plea, noting that the amend-
ment introducing the two-child 
norm took effect April 18, 1994, 
and that the appellant had 
subsequently exceeded the 
prescribed limit.

Explaining the scope of the 
protective proviso, the bench 
observed that it applied only to 
persons who already had more 
than two children at the time of 
commencement of the amend-
ment or within one year there-

after, provided no additional 
child was born later. Since the 
appellant’s case clearly fell out-
side this framework, the court 
held that he squarely attracted 
the disqualifi cation clause.

In a strongly worded section 
titled “A Fragment on the Laud-
able Policy of Family Planning 
& Its Dire Need”, Justice Dixit 
underlined the constitutional 
and social importance of pop-
ulation control. 

Recalling Winston Chur-

chill’s remark that “India is not 
a nation but mere population”, 
made during colonial rule when 
its population was far smaller 
before partition, Justice Dixit 
observed that today’s demo-
graphic realities would have 
invited even sharper criticism 
from Churchill, highlighting 
the urgency of effective popu-
lation regulation.

Quoting earlier judgements, 
international reports, and 
thinkers such as Malthus 
and Bertrand Russell, Justice 
Dixit highlighted the dangers 
of overpopulation, including 
pressure on natural resources, 
environmental degradation, 
and obstacles to socio-economic 
development. 

Referring to the 42nd Con-
stitutional Amendment, which 
introduced “Population Control 
and Family Planning” in the 
Concurrent List, Justice Dixit 
said the provision refl ects a con-
scious policy decision to curb 
unchecked population growth.

It cited UNFPA and World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
data showing India’s rapidly 
growing population and noted 
that Odisha is among the prior-
ity states for addressing demo-
graphic challenges.

The bench observed that 
elected representatives, espe-
cially at the grassroots level, 
are expected to set an example 
by adhering to family planning 
norms. “If they themselves vi-
olate the norm, what example 
can they set before the public?” 
it remarked, echoing earlier ju-
dicial pronouncements.

HC upholds two-child 
norm for GP member

What the court said

Elected representatives, 
especially at grassroots level, 

are expected to set an example 
by adhering to family planning 
norms

If they themselves violate the 
norm, what example can they 

set before the public?

Today’s demographic realities 
in India would have invited 

even sharper criticism from 
Winston Churchill, who had said, 
“India is not a nation but mere 
population”

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: Parks 
across all urban local bodies 
(ULBs) in the state may soon be 
rejuvenated, as Housing and Ur-
ban Development (H&UD) Minis-
ter Krushna Chandra Mahapatra 
Friday directed his department 
to prepare a comprehensive and 
time-bound action plan for their 
beautifi cation, modifi cation, and 
overall improvement.

While reviewing key urban ini-
tiatives, Mahapatra referred to his 
recent visit to Indira Gandhi (IG) 
Park in the City, expressing deep 
dissatisfaction over its condition. 
He noted that similar issues per-
sist in several urban parks and 
voiced serious concern over visi-
ble neglect, poor maintenance and 
deterioration of infrastructure.

Emphasising that parks are not 
merely recreational spaces but vital 
social, environmental and cultural 

assets that refl ect the overall qual-
ity of urban governance and con-
tribute signifi cantly to citizens’ 
health and well-being, the H&UD 
Minister directed the department 
to prepare a comprehensive, time-
bound action plan for the beautifi -
cation, modifi cation and holistic 
improvement of parks across all 
ULBs of the coastal state.

Mahapatra laid special em-
phasis on the upkeep of statues 
installed in parks, stating that 
statues of eminent personalities 
and historical fi gures must be 

preserved with dignity and due 
respect. He observed that negli-
gence in this regard amounts to 
disregard for public sentiment 
and cultural heritage.

Mahapatra directed the depart-
ment to issue clear and immediate 
instructions to all ULBs, defi ning re-
sponsibilities, timelines and quality 
benchmarks for park rejuvenation. 
He also called for regular monitor-
ing, periodic inspections and ade-
quate budgetary planning to ensure 
sustainable improvements rather 
than one-time cosmetic measures.

Taking a stern view of adminis-
trative lapses, the H&UD Minister 
warned of strict disciplinary ac-
tion against offi cials and agencies 
found responsible for substandard 
maintenance or dereliction of du-
ty. He made it clear that account-
ability would be fi xed wherever 
shortcomings are identifi ed.

Reaffi rming the state govern-
ment’s commitment to building 
clean, green, inclusive and citi-
zen-friendly urban spaces, Maha-
patra stated that well-maintained 
parks play a crucial role in promot-
ing public health, environmental 
sustainability and community 
well-being. He stressed that citi-
zens across Odisha must be pro-
vided with safe, accessible and aes-
thetically pleasing public spaces.

The department has been directed 
to take prompt follow-up action and 
ensure effective implementation of 
the minister’s directives in a mis-
sion-mode approach.

Rejuvenation of urban parks on cards

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Friday said Mahatma Gandhi’s 
philosophy of non-violence and 
humanity is the foundation of 
government and society, as 
leaders across party lines of-
fered their tributes to the Fa-
ther of the Nation on his death 
anniversary. 

At a function held on the 
Assembly premises, Governor 
Hari Babu Kambhampati, CM 
Majhi, Speaker Surama Padhy, 
Deputy CM Kanak Vardhan 
Singh Deo, ministers, MLAs 
and others, paid their tribute 
to Gandhi. 

“On the death anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi ji, I offered 
fl oral tributes at his statue in 
Odisha Legislative Assembly. 
In the august presence of the 
Hon’ble Speaker, Chief Min-
ister, Deputy Chief Minister, 
ministers, we renewed our 
collective resolve to uphold 
Gandhi ji’s ideals of truth, 
non-violence and service to the 
nation,” the Governor said in a 
post on X. 

Kambhampati said, “On his 
death anniversary, we remem-
ber Mahatma Gandhi ji and 
his timeless ideals of truth and 
non-violence, which continue 
to inspire the conscience of our 
nation.”

Majhi said, “Today, on the 
occasion of National Martyrs’ 
Day, I paid my respects by pay-
ing fl oral tributes to the statue 
of Mahatma Gandhi at the 
Odisha Assembly. Along with 
this, I paid my humble tribute 
to the immortal martyrs who 
sacrifi ced their all for the free-
dom and security of the country 
and paid my humble tribute to 
their boundless courage and 
patriotism. 

“Bapu’s philosophy of non-vi-
olence and humanity is the 
foundation of our governance 
and society. The determination 
and sacrifi ce of the martyrs 
will always guide us to build a 
strong nation. We will continue 

to make efforts towards build-
ing a peaceful, prosperous and 
developed Odisha by honouring 
their sacrifi ces.”

Leader of Opposition in the 
Assembly and BJD president 
Naveen Patnaik said, “Hum-
ble tributes to the Father of 
the Nation, #MahatmaGand-
hi, on his death anniversary, 
observed as #MartyrsDay. His 
ideals of #Ahimsa, truth, and 
peace continue to be the guid-
ing light for humanity. His 
luminous legacy transcends 
time and geography. On this 
day, salute to the freedom 
fi ghters whose supreme sac-
rifi ce secured our nation's in-
dependence.” 

Gandhi’s philosophy foundation of govt, society: CM

PNN & AGENCIES  

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: The 
state government Friday 
launched the Odisha Agri-
culture Drought Mitigation 
Programme (OADMP), which 
aims to build climate resilience, 
enhance productivity, and pro-
mote crop diversifi cation in 
drought-prone districts.

The programme has been 
launched under National Disas-
ter Mitigation Fund (NDMF), 
an offi cial said.

A memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) for the ini-
tiative was signed during the 
recently held ‘Krushi Odisha’, 
according to an offi cial state-
ment issued by the Agriculture 
and Farmers’ Empowerment 
department.

The programme will be im-
plemented in Komna block of 
Nuapada district, Kosagumuda 
block in Nabarangpur district 
and Raruan block in Mayur-
bhanj district, targeting small-
holder, marginal, tribal, women 
and youth farmers.

The `141.50-crore initiative 
will benefi t around 24,000 
households, strengthening 
their livelihoods and reducing 
migration, it said.

Deputy Chief Minister Kanak 
Vardhan Singh Deo, who also 
holds the Agriculture and 
Farmers’ Empowerment port-
folio, emphasised the need for 
proactive drought manage-
ment.

“Building resilience is essen-
tial for protecting livelihoods 
and strengthening the rural 
economy,” Singh Deo said, 
calling upon all stakeholders 
to work in convergence for ef-
fective implementation of the 
programme on the ground.

Additional Chief Secretary 
(Agriculture and Farmers Em-
powerment department) Arabi-
nda Kumar Padhee highlighted 
the programme’s focus on sci-
ence-led planning, convergence 
and community ownership.

State launches drought 
mitigation programme

RICH TRIBUTES: (From Left) Deputy Chief Minister KV Singh Deo, Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, Governor Hari Babu Kambhampati and Speaker 
Surama Padhy pay tributes at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi on Assembly premises in Bhubaneswar Friday  OP PHOTO

Bhubaneswar: The Economic Offences Wing (EOW) 
of Odisha Police has arrested three persons for 
their alleged involvement in an online trading fraud 
amounting to over `2 crore, offi cials said Friday.
The accused—identifi ed as Bikram Keshari Sahoo, 
Dinesh Moharana, and Sarbanam Sabat—were 
arrested and produced before a court in Cuttack.
The case was registered on the basis of a complaint 
fi led by Sasadhar Mitra, a resident of Chandini Chowk 
area of Cuttack. Mitra alleged that during 2023, the 
accused lured him and several others into investing 
in online trading schemes operated under the name 
of BITOX and its associate entities, including AEXN 
Global, Cars Corner, and Eclat Coin, by promising 
unusually high returns within a short period. Believing 
the assurances, Mitra invested `41.30 lakh, while 
others invested over `1.50 crore, offi cials said, adding, 
“However, after collecting the funds, the accused 
allegedly shut their company websites and mobile 
applications and fl ed without paying any returns.” 

EOW nabs 3 for `2cr 
online trading fraud

Bhubaneswar: More than a week after the state 
government imposed a complete ban on gutkha and 
similar products containing tobacco and/or nicotine, 
the Health department Friday clarifi ed that pan 
masala products without tobacco or nicotine are 
excluded under the ban order issued January 21, 2026.
The ban applies strictly to food products containing 
tobacco or nicotine, covering their manufacture, 
processing, packaging, storage, transport, distribution 
and sale across the state. The clarifi cation was issued 
following confusion among traders and consumers 
over whether all pan masala products were 
prohibited. Offi cials confi rmed that pan masala free 
of tobacco or nicotine can continue to be sold legally. 
The prohibition covers all chewable, fl avoured and 
scented food products containing tobacco or nicotine, 
including gutkha and similar items, regardless of their 
name, packaging or method of sale. It also applies to 
cases where tobacco or nicotine is sold separately but 
packaged or distributed in a manner that allows easy 
mixing with food products.

Nicotine-free pan masala legal

PTI & UNI 

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: A day 
after the electrocution death of 
a 46-year-old man working as a 
domestic help at the offi cial res-
idence of Food Supplies and Con-
sumer Welfare Minister Krushna 
Chandra Patra in the City, Oppo-
sition BJD Friday termed the in-
cident ‘serious and alarming’ and 
demanded a proper investigation 
to fi x responsibility.

Senior BJD leader Sanjay Das 
Burma sharply criticised the 
BJP government for the hur-
ried manner in which the body 
of Shankarshan Nag, a native of 
the Belpahar area in Bolangir 
district, was handed over to his 
family. While reports suggest the 
death was caused by an electric 
shock, Das Burma described it 
as a ‘serious and alarming inci-
dent’ at a government residence, 
pointing to a potential security 
lapse. He emphasised the need 
for a thorough investigation to 
determine the cause of death and 
fi x responsibility.

Das Burma also alleged that 
media representatives were 
prevented from speaking to the 
family during the handover of 
the body, suggesting attempts 
to conceal details.

BJD seeks proper 
probe into death 
at min’s residence

THE `141.50-CRORE INITIATIVE 
WILL BENEFIT AROUND 24,000 

HOUSEHOLDS, STRENGTHENING 
THEIR LIVELIHOODS AND 
REDUCING MIGRATION
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

30.0° 27.8°
17.1° 15.6°
93% 91%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Dry weather 

MARKET WATCH

GOLD ̀ 159,900  ̀ 10,503

SILVER ̀ 329,769   ̀ 70,124

DOLLAR  92.04   0.12

EURO     109.87   0.30

SENSEX 82269.78   296.59

NIFTY     25320.65   98.25

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

I, Itishree Balabantaray, 
(Aadhaar No. xxxx xxxx 
8059), W/o. Bibhash 
Chandra Malla, At: 
Plot No. 328/1894/3075, 
Omfed Backside, 
P.O. Mancheswar 
Rly. Colony, P.S.: 
Chandrasekharpur, 
Bhubaneswar, Dist.: 
Khordha, Odisha - 
751017, declare by 
affi davit No. 3374, 
Dt.17.01.26, now 
onwards I will be known 
as Itishree Balabantaray 
instead of  Itishree 
Malla in my R.C. Book 
bearing Regd. No. 
OD02E7729 & any other 
documents for all future 
purposes.

By virtue of  an 
affi davit sworn before 
the Notary Public, 
Sonepur, Dt.21.01.26, 
I Jyotirmayee 
Tripathy, D/o. 
Dhirendra Tripathy, 
R/o. P.O.: Jaloe, P.S.: 
Birmaharajpur, Dist.: 
Subarnapur declare 
that, I have changed 
my name and DOB 
from JYOTRIMAYEE 
TRIPATHI, DOB- 
14.06.2001 to 
JYOTIRMAYEE 
TRIPATHY, DOB- 
10.01.2001. Henceforth 
I shall be known 
as JYOTIRMAYEE 
TRIPATHY, 
DOB- 10.01.2001 
for all purposes. 
JYOTIRMAYEE 
TRIPATHY

By virtue of  an affi davit 
sworn before the 
Executive Magistrate, 
Bhawanipatna, dated 
29.01.2026, I, Priya 
Sankar Sahu, At- Gosal 
Pada, At/P.O./P.S.- 
Bhawanipatna, Dist.- 
Kalahandi, Odisha 
declare that I, want the 
change my name in my 
daughter Arushi Sahu’s 
passport from Priyan 
Sankar Sahu to Priya 
Sankar Sahu. That the 
names Priya Sankar 
Sahu and Priyan Sankar 
Sahu is one and same 
person i.e. myself@ 
Arushi Sahu’s father.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

ICSE Matriculation 
Pass Certifi cate and 
marksheet of  Prateek 
Chandra Sagar, Index 
No.1245068/020 issued 
in year 2024 has been 
damaged due to white 
ant infestation. Prateek 
Chandra Sagar, Contact 
- 7328067138.

LOST

How Modi’s Budgets rewrote
India’s governance story

ANIL BISWAL

A
s India approach-
es Budget 2026, the 
Union Budget un-
der the Modi gov-

ernment has evolved from 
an annual tax ritual into a 
long-term policy document 
shaping growth, trust and 
democracy.

When Narendra Modi 
as prime minister of India 
took offi ce in 2014, the Union 
Budget was largely seen as 
an exercise in fi scal house-
keeping—tax changes, sub-
sidy adjustments, and price 
signals. Over the last eleven 
budgets, that character has 
changed decisively. The 
Union Budget is no longer 
just a fi nancial statement; it 
has become a policy roadmap 
that refl ects governance phi-
losophy, economic priorities 
and political intent.

This transformation did 
not occur in isolation. In 
2014, India was emerging 
from a phase marked by 
policy paralysis, stalled in-
frastructure, investor pessi-
mism and a governance envi-
ronment scarred by corrup-
tion scandals. Growth senti-
ment was fragile and public 
trust in institutions had 
weakened. The budgetary 
journey since then refl ects 
an effort to address not only 
fi scal challenges, but institu-
tional credibility itself.

Changing the grammar 
of welfare

The fi rst visible shift was 
philosophical. Early budgets 
prioritised fi nancial inclusion 
and administrative reform—
Jan Dhan bank accounts, 
Aadhaar-based identifi ca-
tion and mobile connectivi-
ty. These measures were not 
merely welfare initiatives; 
they created the backbone 
for direct benefi t transfers, 
reducing leakages and im-
proving targeting.

Budgets began to speak 
less about entitlements and 
more about empowerment. 
Subsidies moved directly in-
to bank accounts, bypassing 
intermediaries. Technology 
replaced discretion. This 
quiet redesign of welfare de-
livery marked a deeper shift; 
corruption was addressed by 
altering systems, not slogans.

Structural reform as Fiscal 
strategy

The introduction of the 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) was a defi ning mo-

ment. GST unifi ed India into 
a single market, reshaping 
Centre–state fi scal relations 
and altering how revenue was 
collected. Subsequent budgets 
focused on stabilising the sys-
tem, improving compliance 
and widening the tax base.

Alongside GST, tax admin-
istration itself changed. Face-
less assessments, transparent 
auctions of natural resources, 
and digitised compliance re-
duced rent-seeking opportuni-
ties. For businesses, budgets 
increasingly signalled pre-
dictability rather than sur-
prise. That predictability, in 
itself, became a tool of cleaner 
governance.

Infrastructure takes 
centre stage

From the late 2014 onwards, 
budgets placed public capital 
expenditure at the heart of 
growth strategy. Roads, rail-
ways, ports, airports, digital 
infrastructure and urban con-
nectivity became recurring 
priorities. This was not just 
counter-cyclical spending, it 
was a deliberate attempt to 
create long-term economic 
capacity.

Infrastructure investment 
also carried a social dimen-
sion. Improved connectivity 
brought tribal regions, aspi-
rational districts and remote 
areas closer to markets and 
services. Budgets refl ected an 
understanding that inclusion 
is most durable when it is built 
on physical and digital access.

Crisis, continuity and 
confi dence

The COVID-19 shock test-
ed fi scal resilience. Post-pan-
demic budgets avoided short-
term populism and instead 
doubled down on capital 
expenditure, manufactur-
ing incentives and credit 
support. Production-linked 
incentive schemes, MSME 
backing and startup facilita-
tion signalled confi dence in 
India’s medium-term growth 
prospects even amid global 
uncertainty.

As a result, India repo-
sitioned itself among the 
world’s fastest-growing ma-
jor economies. Formalisa-
tion expanded the tax base, 
compliance improved and 
fi scal capacity strengthened. 
Growth became increasingly 
investment-led rather than 
purely consumption-driven.

Who benefi ted from the shift?
For the poor, targeted 

transfers reduced exclusion 

and improved access to state 
support. Women emerged as 
central economic agents—
through direct transfers, LPG 
access, fi nancial inclusion 
and credit linkages. Youth 
benefi ted from a growing 
start up ecosystem enabled 
by digital infrastructure and 
policy support. Tribal and 
marginalised communities 
saw gains through connec-
tivity, housing and welfare 
penetration.

The middle class and eco-
nomically privileged also 
gained—from better infra-
structure, simplifi ed com-
pliance and macroeconomic 
stability. The budget nar-
rative moved away from ze-
ro-sum politics toward shared 
growth.

From corruption to credibility
Perhaps the most conse-

quential change lies in gov-
ernance itself. The Modi-era 
budget journey refl ects a 
shift from discretion-based 
administration to rule-based 
systems. From scandal-driv-
en cynicism to perfor-
mance-linked legitimacy.

This transformation did 
not eliminate debate or 
criticism—and it should 
not. Democracies require 
scrutiny. But the direction 
is clear; budgets today are 
read as policy signals and 
governance commitments, 
not merely revenue-and-ex-
penditure tables.

The democratic dividend
As India awaits the 2026 

Budget, the real question 
extends beyond tax rates or 
allocations. Can high growth 
be sustained while strength-
ening trust in institutions? 
Can economic expansion 
deepen democracy rather 
than weaken it?

The experience of the last 
decade suggests that growth, 
trust and democracy are not 
competing goals. When pub-
lic fi nance is transparent, 
predictable and purposeful, 
it builds credibility. And 
credibility is the foundation 
on which durable democra-
cies grow.

In today’s India, the Union 
Budget does more than bal-
ance books.

It balances growth with 
trust, power with account-
ability, and economics with 
democracy.

The author is advisor 
at Lokatantra Research & 

Policy Foundation.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: Ex-
pressing concern over the un-
der-utilisation of leased out 
mines resulting in revenue 
loss to the state exchequer, 
the Orissa High Court has di-
rected the state government to 
carry out the mining activities 
through the National Mineral 
Development Corporation and 
further ordered that the expens-
es incurred in this regard is be 
borne by the lessee.

The Division Bench of Chief 
Justice Harish Tandon and Jus-
tice M S Raman adjudicating a 
Public Interest Litigation (PIL) 
fi led by Bhubaneswar based Cit-
izens’ Action Forum, issued di-
rections in this regard Thursday.

“We, therefore, direct the 

state government to invoke 
the provisions contained un-
der Rule 12 (1) of the Concession 
Rules, 2016 to carry out or per-
form the statutory obligations in 
order to ensure the optimum util-
isation of the mines through the 
National Mineral Development 
Corporation, which is owned and 
controlled by the Central govern-
ment,” the court said.

“The aforementioned direc-
tion shall not only ensure the 
optimum utilisation of the 
mines, but also eradicate any 
burden on the government ex-
chequer,” the division bench 
ruled in the order.

The petition highlighted the 
discontinuous production, a 
chronic under-utilisation by 
the mining lease holders despite 
the statutory duty cast upon it 

under the Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regulation) 
Act and the Concession Rules, 
2016 for optimum utilisation in 
the public interest.

It further highlighted some of 
the mining blocks to corroborate 
the factum of under-utilisation 
not only in one year but contin-
uously for several years result-
ing in deprivation of a statutory 
imposition under the statute but 
also affects the livelihood of a 

large number of people.
The PIL pointed out average 

minimum utilisation of the ores 
and the huge loss suffered by 
the state, which would roughly 
amount to Rs 4,000 crore.

Earlier, the state government 
in an affi davit stated that almost 
majority of the mining lease 
holders have not secured the op-
timum extraction of the iron ore.

The Concession Rules, 2016 
laid conditions that in the 
event, the mining lessee failed 
to carry out or perform any of 
its obligations there under or 
under the lease deed within the 
specifi ed time, it is obligatory on 
the part of the state government 
to perform or carry out the min-
ing activities and the expenses 
incurred in this regard shall be 
borne by the lessee.

Compensate under-utilisation
of leased out mines: Orissa HC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: Odis-
ha’s rich artistic and cultural 
heritage received global rec-
ognition at the India Interna-
tional Conference on Democ-
racy and Election Manage-
ment (IICDEM–2026), where 
the state’s iconic Pattachitra 
art was showcased as a special 
cultural offering.

Organised by Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) at Bharat 
Mandapam, New Delhi, the 
international conference was 
held from January 21 to 23 and 
witnessed participation from 
delegations representing over 
70 countries. As part of an in-
ternational cultural exchange 
initiative, Pattachitra paintings 
from the state were presented 
to representatives of more than 
40 countries as a symbol of In-
dia’s rich and ancient heritage.

The artworks beautifully 

depicted scenes from Lord 
Krishna’s divine Ras Leela as 
well as various revered forms 
of Lord Jagannath, refl ecting 
the distinctive style, intricate 
detailing and mythological nar-
ratives that defi ne the tradition-
al Pattachitra art form.

Officials said the initiative 
was inspired by Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar’s visit to Odisha in 

December 2025, during which 
he was deeply impressed by 
the craftsmanship of artisans 
from Raghurajpur village in 
Puri district. While returning 
after visits to the Jagannath 
Temple in Puri and the Sun 
Temple at Konark, the Ku-
mar interacted with local 
artistes, moved by their ex-
ceptional skill and decided 
to showcase Pattachitra at a 

global democratic platform 
like IICDEM–2026.

Pattachitra, a classical 
scroll-painting tradition dating 
back to the 10th century, con-
tinues to thrive in Odisha. Cre-
ated using natural colours on 
cloth, the art form has earned 
international acclaim for its 
aesthetic fi nesse and cultural 
depth. Its presentation at the 
International Conference on 
Democracy and Election Man-
agement (IICDEM–2026) has 
further enhanced Odisha’s 
cultural pride on the world 
stage, offi cials from the CEO 
offi ce said.

The conference was attended 
by senior offi cials from Odis-
ha, including State CEO R S 
Gopalan, Additional CEO Su-
shant Kumar Mishra, Deputy 
CEOs Laxmiprasad Sahu and 
Anamika Singh and Financial 
Advisor Sanjay Kumar Lugun 
among others.

Odisha’s Pattachitra showcased on global stage

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: Senior 
citizen and convenor of Danda-
karanya Vikash Mahamancha— 
Gourachandra Tripathy Friday 
began a silent satyagraha in front 
of Rail Sadan in Bhubaneswar, 
demanding the immediate com-
pletion of the long-pending Na-
barangpur–Jeypore–Malkangi-
ri railway project. The protest 
highlights the continued lack of 
railway connectivity in Naba-
rangpur and Malkangiri—two 
of Odisha’s most backward and 
tribal-dominated districts—
even 78 years after India’s In-
dependence. The railway line, 
proposed in 2016, has completed 
surveys and received adminis-
trative approvals, besides be-
ing repeatedly mentioned in 
Railway Budgets, Parliament 
discussions and election man-
ifestos. 

However, the project is yet to 
receive full fi nancial sanction or 
a clearly defi ned completion time-
line. Despite repeated assurances 
that the project would be taken up 
in ‘mission mode’, work remains 
stuck at the preliminary land ac-
quisition stage. “People of this 
region are exhausted by hollow 
assurances. What they need now 
is visible, time-bound action, not 
ceremonial promises,” Tripathy 
said. “For us, the railway is not 
a luxury—it is a lifeline,” Trip-
athy asserted, adding that the 
project is crucial for improving 
healthcare, education, agricul-
ture, employment, tourism and 
overall socio-economic develop-
ment in the region.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: Odis-
ha Police has found itself in a 
spot after some of its personnel, 
including senior offi cers, were 
criticised on social media for 
sporting coloured and uncon-
ventional hairstyles.

The latest incident was re-
ported from Jagatsinghpur 
district, where a DSP-rank 
offi cer was trolled online for 
his red-coloured hair, putting 
the police administration in 
an awkward position, a senior 
offi cer said.

The offi cer, identifi ed as 
Rashmi Ranjan Das, saw his 
hairstyle go viral on social me-
dia, drawing criticism from 
several quarters. 

Some users termed the look 
“unprofessional”, while others 
questioned whether such an ap-
pearance befi tted a uniformed 
offi cer, alleging it undermined 
the authority and seriousness 
associated with the khaki.

“After fi nding the DSP being 
trolled on social media, I have 
instructed the Jagatsinghpur 
SP to tell the offi cer to maintain 
decorum and keep his hairstyle 

decent, befi tting a man in uni-
form,” Inspector General of 
Police (Central Range) Satyajit 
Naik said.

Naik, however, said the po-
lice department has not yet 
issued any circular or order in 
this regard. 

“We have told the offi cer to 
maintain decency. Everything 
cannot go by written orders. 
From constables to senior of-
fi cers, everyone in the police 
service should respect the uni-
form and give utmost priority 
to decency,” he said.

Another senior police offi cer 

said women police personnel 
across the country, including 
Odisha, are also seen colour-
ing their hair in shades such as 
coffee, chocolate, ash, auburn, 
caramel and golden.

“One cannot issue an order to 
keep hair black always. There 
are people who have natural 
brown hair. This apart, greying 
is also a natural phenomenon. 
What can be done in these cas-
es? Therefore, no order can be 
issued with regard to hair co-
lour,” the offi cer said, adding 
that it depends on individual 
police offi cers.

‘Redhead’ DSP criticised online, asked to maintain decorum

LEPROSY ERADICATION DAY

‘Community participation, 
awareness can cure leprosy’

POST NEW NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: Lepro-
sy is no longer a diffi cult dis-
ease to manage. If detected ear-
ly, it can be completely cured 
with community participation 
and awareness, said Health and 
Family Welfare department 
Secretary and Commissioner 
Aswathy S, while addressing a 
programme at the Joint Direc-
torate of Health Services con-
ference hall here Friday.

The state marked Leprosy 
Eradication Day 2026 with re-
newed emphasis on early de-
tection, timely treatment, and 
elimination of social stigma 
associated with the disease, as 
health offi cials highlighted a 
steady decline in new leprosy 
cases across the state.

As part of the observance, 
the ‘Sparsh’—Leprosy Aware-
ness Pledge was administered, 
urging people to reject social 
discrimination against those 

affected by the disease.
Three doctors and five 

ASHA workers were felici-
tated for their exceptional 
contribution to leprosy care 
and community outreach. The 
honoured doctors included Dr 
Divyendu Kumar Sahu of Sri-
pura PHC, Dr Manish Kumar 
Sahu of Danagadi CHC, and 
Dr Tapaswini Mishra of Kha-
juriakata CHC. ASHA work-
ers Pratima Mallick, Rajani 
Bhoi, Manjulata Lenka, Y 
Manju, and Manoroma Mal-
lick were also recognised for 
their grassroots efforts.

Health offi cials revealed that 
7,349 leprosy cases were detect-
ed in Odisha during 2024–25, 
while Grade-2 disability cases 
have dropped by 92 per cent, 
refl ecting improved early di-
agnosis and treatment. How-
ever, concern remains over 
395 reported child leprosy cas-
es, underscoring the need for 
continued vigilance.

Silent protest in City seeks 
immediate completion of 
long-pending rail project

BMC allots houses to 167 slum dwellers
BHUBANESWAR: In a signifi cant step towards inclusive urban development and 
housing security, the Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation (BMC) Friday allotted 
permanent houses to 167 eligible families through a transparent lottery system. The 
houses were allotted under the Buddha Vihar Housing Project at Chandrasekhar-
pur, benefi ting families from more than 10 slum settlements across the City. The 
allotment ceremony was attended by Housing and Urban Development and Public 
Enterprises Minister Krushna Chandra Mahapatra, who distributed the allotment 
letters as the chief guest. Among those present on the occasion were BMC Mayor 
Sulochana Das and BMC Commissioner and BDA Vice-Chairman Chanchal Rana.

ACTING 
ON PIL
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Sundargarh/Hemgir, Jan 30: 
The Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) Friday conducted 
raids at Mahanadi Coalfi elds 
Ltd. (MCL) owned coal mines 
under Hemgir block of Sund-
argarh district, offi cial sourc-
es said.

Three special CBI teams car-
ried out simultaneous searches 
at the Garjanbahal and Kulda 
coal mines and the Kanika 
railway siding. The raids are 
reportedly linked to allegations 
of discrepancies in accounts 
related to thousands of tonnes 

of coal transported from MCL 
mines to the railway siding.

The CBI has not issued 
any official statement on 
the operation. However, re-
liable sources said the agen-
cy is probing allegations of 
illegal coal diversion and 
theft. Three teams from the 
CBI’s Delhi unit are said to 
be conducting a coordinated 
investigation.

Sources said Kanika rail-
way siding in-charge Sarada 
Prasanna Sethi was brought 
from his company residence, 
along with some employees 
of the Garjanbahal mine, for 

questioning at the Kanika 
railway siding. Investigators 
are examining how the coal 
moved through the siding, 
who received it and where it 
was ultimately transported.

The raids follow allega-
tions that some unscrupulous 
MCL officials and employees 
colluded with coal smugglers, 
resulting in financial irregu-
larities running into crores 
of rupees. The CBI teams re-
portedly include 13 officers, 
including women officials. 
The raids were continuing 
at the time of filing of this 
report.

Meanwhile, the detection 
of more than 10 illegal coal 
mines in various forest areas 
of Hemgir tehsil triggered a 
major controversy last year. 
After reports were published 
in various media outlets, the 
state government ordered an 
investigation into the matter. 
A special enforcement team 
from the Mines department 
visited the area and conduct-
ed inquiries.

Local MLA Yogesh Kumar 
Singh wrote to the Chief Min-
ister and the CBI director in 
New Delhi, demanding a CBI 
probe into the alleged illegal 
mining. Former MLA Kusum 
Tete and the opposition Con-
gress party also demanded a 
thorough investigation into 
the issue. 

CBI raids MCL coal mines,
rly siding in Sundargarh

The detection of more 
than 10 illegal coal mines 
in various forest areas of 
Hemgir tehsil triggered a 
major controversy last year

The raids are reportedly linked 
to allegations of discrepancies in 
accounts related to thousands of 
tonnes of coal transported from 
MCL mines to the railway siding

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Jan 30: A local court 
here Friday sentenced fi ve persons 
to life imprisonment in connection 
with the murder of a milk trader in 
Hillpatna area under Gosaninuaga-
on police limits in Berhampur.

Additional District Judge-III, Ber-
hampur, Bibaswat Gautam held all fi ve 
accused guilty in the murder of milk 
trader Lambodar Muni and awarded 
them life imprisonment. The court also 
imposed a fi ne of Rs 13,000 on each of 
the convicts. In default of payment of 
the fi ne, they will have to undergo an 
additional 18 months of imprisonment, 
the judge ordered.

The convicts were identifi ed as 
Rupesh Padhi (30) and Srinu Patra 
(38) of Gosaninuagaon PS area; Ran-

jit Kumar Sahu alias Naka (29) and 
Shiba Mahakud (29) of Bhismagiri 
Bandhasahi under Digapahandi 
police limits; and Shankar Sahu 
(31) of Bedhabandha Sahi under 
Gosaninuagaon police limits, who 
is currently lodged in Dhenkanal 
jail in another case.

According to the prosecution, 
the incident took place on the inter-
vening night of June 12, 2020, when 
Lambodar, a milk trader associated 
with Heritage Dairy, was murdered 
inside his godown at Hillpatna. The 
accused had allegedly entered the 
premises with the intention of com-
mitting robbery.

Police said Lambodar woke up af-
ter hearing noises and was attacked 
by the accused, who feared being 
caught. He was subsequently killed.

Following the incident, godown 
manager V Binay lodged a com-
plaint at Gosaninuagaon police sta-
tion. A case (87/20) was registered 
and an investigation launched.

Police investigation revealed that 
the accused had prior knowledge of 
cash and gold kept in the godown, 
where Lambodar used to sleep alone. 
They had allegedly planned the rob-
bery at a nearby hotel before execut-
ing the crime.

During the trial, statements of 41 
witnesses were recorded. Four ac-
cused, who were lodged as under-
trial prisoners at Berhampur Circle 
Jail, were produced before the court, 
while the prime accused was pre-
sented through video conferencing 
from Dhenkanal jail, said the Cadre 
Public Prosecutor, Biswajit Baral.

5 sentenced to life for murder

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, Jan 30: In the 
fi rst such action in 21 years, 
the district administration in 
Kendrapara deported three 
Bangladeshi nationals for 
illegal entry and stay in the 
district, offi cials said Friday.

The deported persons were 
identifi ed as Amina Biwi, In-
shan Khan and Muntaz Khan. 
They were among 12 members 
of a family who had been liv-

ing at different locations in 
the district and detained by 
police November 27, 2025, on 
suspicion of being illegal im-
migrants.

During verifi cation con-
ducted over seven days, po-
lice collected identity docu-
ments from the detainees and 
released nine of them. The 
remaining three failed to pro-
duce valid identifi cation pa-

pers and were kept in custody 
before they were deported, 
offi cials said.

According to preliminary 
information, the family had 
entered India from Bangladesh 
in 1987. In 2004, the district 
administration had identifi ed 
1,649 people in Kendrapara as 
illegal immigrants. Of them, 
1,551 identifi ed in Kendrapara 
block were served deportation 

notices. However, deportation 
could not be carried out as the 
cases were challenged in court. 
Offi cial records also show that 
1,237 Bangladeshi nationals 
settled in Kendrapara district 
during the partition period. As 
per the 2011 Census, the Ben-
gali-speaking population in the 
district exceeded 76,000. Offi cials 
said the number has since risen 
to more than 1 lakh. 

3 Bangladeshi nationals deported from Kendrapara

Man found
murdered
Bissamcuttack: A man 
was allegedly murdered 
with his throat slit in 
Rayagada district Friday 
evening, police said.
The deceased has been 
identifi ed as Kailash 
Chandra Sahu, a resident 
of Brahmin Sahi under Bis-
samcuttack town limits.
According to sources, Sahu 
was found in a critically 
injured and blood-soaked 
condition and was rushed 
to Christian Hospital at 
Bissamcuttack Friday 
evening. However, doctors 
declared him dead on ar-
rival. Visible injury marks 
were found on Sahu’s 
throat and head, raising 
suspicion of murder. The 
exact circumstances and 
motive behind the killing 
are yet to be ascertained. 
Following receipt of 
information, Bissamcuttack 
police station Offi cer-In-
Charge Suryachandra 
Padhi reached the spot and 
launched an investigation. 
A scientifi c team and a 
sniffer dog squad have also 
been pressed into service.

2 Maoists killed 
in encounter
Malkangiri: Two Maoists 
were killed in a gunfight 
between security forces 
and Maoist cadres in 
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur 
district bordering this 
district, police said. The 
deceased were identified 
as ACM Pradeep and 
Bhima of Kavaragatta in 
Bijapur district. Acting 
on intelligence inputs 
about the presence of 
more than eight Maoists 
in the forest area, teams 
of the District Reserve 
Guard (DRG) and the 
CRPFpersonnel launched 
a combing operation. 
During the operation, the 
Maoists allegedly opened 
fi re on the security forces, 
who retaliated. Following 
the exchange of fi re, the 
Maoists dispersed. A sub-
sequent search of the area 
led to the recovery of the 
bodies of the two Maoists. 
Police said a reward of Rs 
5 lakh had been announced 
for Pradeep and 
Rs 2 lakh for Bhima.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Friday launched developmental 
projects worth Rs 492 crore for 
Ganjam district and announced 
that the birth anniversary of 
renowned poet Kabi Samrat 
Upendra Bhanja would be cel-
ebrated as a state festival.

Majhi launched the projects 
while attending the valedictory 
session of the annual Gopalpur 
Beach Festival.

“This festival is a beautiful 
combination of history, tra-
dition, culture and nature. 
Through this festival, we are 
celebrating the uniqueness of 
Odisha, the glory of Ganjam 
and the living heritage of our 
culture,” Majhi said.

Of the Rs 492 crore projects 
launched by the CM for Gan-
jam district, 15 projects worth 
more than Rs 50 crore were in-
augurated, and the foundation 
stone of 64 projects worth Rs 

442 crore was laid.
These projects include health 

infrastructure, hostel facilities, 
and road construction. These 
projects also include the im-
provement and beautifi cation 
of Gopalpur beach with an in-
vestment of Rs 32 crore.

In recognition of the invalu-
able contribution of Kabi Sam-
rat Upendra Bhanja to Odia 
literature and culture, the CM 
has directed the department to 
restore the prestigious ‘Upen-
dra Bhanja Chair’ at Berham-
pur University. Although this 
chair was established long ago, 
it was dormant for many years.

Majhi also declared Bhanja’s 
birth anniversary to be cele-
brated as a state festival from 
this year. The CM said that the 
birth anniversary of the poet 
will be celebrated as a 7-day 
festival from May 16.

Before addressing the gather-
ing, Majhi performed ‘Samudra 
Arati’.

He said the people of Ganjam 
district have cleaned major 
beaches of the district through 
Beach Cleanup Festival walk 
and given the message of clean 
beaches and beautiful Odisha 
to the state.

He further said that the Pa-

tisonpur beach in the district 
is a matter of pride for Odisha, 
which has earned the Blue Flag 
certifi cate for the third time in 
a row. He said that efforts are 
underway to get the Blue Flag 
certifi cate for Gopalpur and 
Nolia Nuagaon beaches as well.

The CM said that the expan-
sion and improvement work 
of Gopalpur port will be done 
with an investment of Rs 16,554 
crore. This will increase the 
cargo handling capacity of the 
port to 50 million metric tonne 
and ensure employment for 
5,000 youth.

Stating that the Prime Minis-
ter has announced construction 
of a mega port at Bahuda in the 
district at an investment of Rs 
21,500 crore, Majhi said that 
this will further strengthen our 
port-based economy.

On the occasion, Majhi also 
released the festival souvenir 
‘Shamuka’, a coffee table book 
on Ganjam, and launched the 
Ganjam-360 mobile application. 

CM launches `492cr projects for Ganjam



E
very February, the 
Union Budget acts as 
a national refl ection. 
Ministries examine 

it for approval, sectors look 
to it for support, and citizens 
search for hope in the details. 
Departments like railways, 
agriculture, and education 
receive specifi c budget allo-
cations, each backed by sector 
experts and political support-
ers. However, amidst these 
carefully considered goals, 
nearly 2.7 crore Indians with 
disabilities remain overlooked, 
fi nancially invisible, adminis-
tratively lost, and politically 
sidelined, as India lacks a 
dedicated disability budget. 
This gap is not just a simple 
oversight. It highlights a trou-
bling truth: disability does not 
fi t into India’s development 
discussions. Persons with dis-
abilities (PwDs) are among the 
country’s most vulnerable and 
economically marginalized 
groups. They appear in policy 
statements but are absent from 
fi nancial planning. 

Globally, development 
economists recognise disabil-
ity inclusion as foundational 
to human capital formation 
and poverty reduction. India, 
however, continues to treat 
disability as a residual wel-
fare concern rather than a 
development priority.Unlike 
education, health, or agricul-
ture, disability expenditure 
in India has no consolidated 
budget statement. Funds are 
fragmented across ministries 
without a unifi ed accounting 
or outcome framework. The 
result is predictably grim. 
Allocations for implementing 
the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities (RPwD) Act have fall-
en sharply — from Rs 240.39 
crore in 2022–23 to Rs 135.33 
crore in 2024–25, a staggering 
decline of nearly 43% in just 
two years. Even these reduced 
allocations remain partially 
unspent.What is more alarm-
ing is not merely the shrink-
ing envelope, but the absence 
of accountability. There is no 

comprehensive assessment of 
whether public spending im-
proves access to education, 
employment, healthcare, or 
dignity for PwDs. 

Healthcare is both a human 
right and a critical component 
of economic security. Yet, over 
80% of persons with disabili-
ties in India lack any form of 
health insurance coverage, 
whether governmental or pri-
vate. Over 50% of applicants, 
who attempt to acquire a poli-
cy, face rejection often without 
transparent reasons. These 
fi gures point to deep systemic 
barriers like- discriminatory 
underwriting practices, inac-
cessible digital platforms, high 
premiums, and pervasive lack 
of outreach focused on PwDs. 
Despite legal safeguards in the 
RPwD Act and directives from 
the IRDAI, practical exclusion 
persists. Disability increases 
household healthcare expen-
diture by 2–3 times compared 
to non-disabled households. 
Ayushman Bharat (PM-JAY) 
and other broad health insur-
ance programmes aim to pro-
vide coverage for low-income 
families. However, disability 
often intersects with chronic 
health needs, rehabilitation 
services, and long-term care 
— needs that exceed episodic 
hospitalization coverages and 
demand tailored policy design. 
It is one thing to cover hospital 
bills, and it is another to fully 

account for the higher out-
of-pocket expenses, lifelong 
assistive technology needs, 
and routine therapy costs that 
many PwDs incur. 

The absence of a dedicat-
ed disability budget refl ects 
a deeper structural failure, 
where India has not integrat-
ed disability into the logic of 
economic planning. Existing 
health expenditure patterns 
are skewed towards episodic 
and curative interventions, 
with chronic under-funding 
of community-based rehabili-
tation, assistive technologies, 
mental health services, and 
lifelong support systems. A 
dedicated budget would allow 
for a shift from crisis-driven 
spending to preventive and 
life-course-oriented invest-
ment.While global best practic-
es increasingly adopt disabili-
ty-responsive budgeting, India 
continues to relegate disability 
to the margins of social justice 
discourse.Countries like Aus-
tralia, through its National 
Disability Insurance Scheme, 
treat disability spending as 
long-term social investment. 
The United Kingdom ensures 
fi scal transparency through 
disaggregated disability expen-
diture, enabling parliamentary 
scrutiny and evidence-based 
reform. South Africa embeds 
disability budgeting within its 
constitutional mandate for so-
cial justice, using fi scal policy 

as a tool of structural redress. 
But India does not have any 
such provisions. 

A clearly defi ned disability 
budget line—on par with ma-
jor sectoral budgets, would 
transform disability from a 
residual welfare concern into 
a core development priority. 
Specifi cally, such a budget 
would enable, set measurable 
and time-bound targets for 
health coverage, inclusive 
education, skill development, 
employment generation, and 
social protection for persons 
with disabilities.  It would also 
ensure disaggregated alloca-
tion and outcome monitoring, 
allowing expenditures to be 
tracked by type of disability, 
region, gender, and socio-eco-
nomic status. 

Global experience demon-
strates that disability budget-
ing is not an act of charity but 
a tool of economic governance. 
Countries that invest system-
atically in disability inclusion 
reap dividends in productivi-
ty, reduced dependency, and 
social cohesion. India’s contin-
ued failure to institutionalise 
a dedicated disability budget 
risks perpetuating a cycle 
of invisibility, ineffi ciency, 
and exclusion. Ultimately, a 
disability budget is not just 
about allocating funds—it is 
about redefi ning who counts 
in economic planning. Until 
persons with disabilities are 
visible in fi scal policy, India’s 
development narrative will re-
main incomplete. A dedicated 
disability budget, supported 
by mandatory inclusive health 
insurance provisions, would 
mark a historic shift — from 
welfare-driven compassion to 
rights-based economic citizen-
ship aligning India’s fi scal pri-
orities with its constitutional 
values and global development 
commitments.

Antarjeeta Nayak is an 
independent researcher, 

columnist and author 
while Ramakrishna Biswal 

is an Associate Professor, 
NIT Rourkela, Odisha

T hree hours is barely enough time for a working lunch in New 
Delhi. Yet when UAE President Mohammed bin Zayed fl ew in 
last week at Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s invitation, the visit 

packed the punch of a far longer engagement. It was his third visit 
as UAE President, and a reminder that in contemporary diplomacy, 
duration matters far less than preparation and intent.

The effi ciency of the visit owed much to the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA), which choreographed it with minimal fuss and max-
imum focus. Indian mandarins kept the optics understated and the 
agenda tight, signalling a mature, outcome-driven approach. This was 
quiet, deliberate and effective diplomacy.

The substance refl ected how India-UAE ties have steadily evolved 
into a serious strategic partnership. Behind the scenes, the role of 
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval has been central in deepening 
cooperation on defence and counterterrorism, moving the relationship 
well beyond trade, energy, and diaspora considerations.

The Letter of Intent signed during the visit gives momentum to 
an emerging India-UAE Strategic Defence Partnership. The defence 
cooperation that began in 2003 is now entering a more ambitious 
phase, covering joint production, defence innovation, advanced tech-
nologies, cyber capabilities, special operations, and interoperability. 
The emphasis on co-manufacturing defence hardware is particularly 
telling, pointing to trust and 
long-term alignment rather 
than transactional deals.

Equally signifi cant, though 
less visible, is the quiet 
strengthening of counter-ter-
ror cooperation, where the 
UAE’s de-radicalisation experience aligns closely with India’s secu-
rity priorities.

For India, aspiring to lead the Global South, and for the UAE, keen 
to project infl uence beyond its immediate neighbourhood, this part-
nership feels less like a tactical convergence and more like a long-term 
strategic bet. That tightly run three-hour visit made one thing clear: 
both sides know where this relationship is headed and are keen to 
get there quickly.

CAPF vs IPS: Why the SC is back in picture
The long-running IPS-CAPF turf war has returned to the Supreme 

Court, this time as a contempt petition. A group of retired CAPF offi -
cers has accused the Union Home Secretary of dragging his feet on a 
clear judicial directive to reduce IPS deputation in the Central Armed 
Police Forces. And they may have a point, point out observers.

Last year, the Supreme Court unequivocally recognised the Group-A 
cadres of the CAPFs as organised services and ordered a phased reduc-
tion of IPS deputation up to the rank of Inspector General within two 
years. The idea was to end the glass ceiling that has kept thousands 
of career CAPF offi cers stuck below senior leadership, while offi cers 
from another service routinely parachute into top roles.

Yet, months later, not much has changed on the ground. IPS offi cers 
continue to occupy senior posts, service rules remain untouched, and 
cadre reviews are still “under examination”. The contempt plea argues 
that this isn’t a delay; it’s defi ance dressed up as process.

Supporters of the current system argue that IPS offi cers bring stra-
tegic oversight and administrative experience crucial to national secu-
rity. Fair enough — but that logic collapses when used to permanently 
deny CAPF offi cers leadership of their own organisations. The court 
never asked for an overnight purge, only a calibrated transition.

This isn’t just about service rivalries. It’s about whether court or-
ders mean what they say. If judicial directions can be endlessly stalled 
through committees and consultations, the message to the system is 
dangerous: compliance is optional.

What CAT’s Wankhede order really says
If there was any doubt about how seriously the Central Adminis-

trative Tribunal (CAT) viewed the action against Sameer Wankhede, 
its language should settle it.

Calling the disciplinary proceedings “malicious” and motivated 
by vendetta is not judicial understatement. By quashing the charge 
memorandum and restraining the CBIC from proceeding further, the 
CAT sent an unambiguous message: discipline cannot be enforced by 
bending rules or recycling legally untenable material.

This was not a case of minor procedural sloppiness. The tribunal 
found that the authorities pressed ahead despite clear legal limits on 
what could form the basis of disciplinary action. In doing so, it con-
cluded, the intent appeared less corrective and more punitive.

The irony is hard to miss. India’s enforcement agencies often speak 
of the rule of law and institutional credibility. Yet here, the watchdog 
had to remind the system that fairness applies inward as much as it 
does outward.

The order does not exonerate Wankhede on every allegation that 
has swirled around him. What it does do, and this is no small thing, 
is draw a red line between legitimate oversight and administrative 
persecution. In today’s charged bureaucratic climate, that distinction 
is worth defending.
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SPECTRUM INCOME INEQUALITY

Bridging India’s wealth divide

Time to fi x Hasina case

Sir, It is highly condemnable that Hindus are being targeted 
by fanatics in Bangladesh and that their establishments have 
been burnt down. The interim government should bring the 
criminals to book and initiate stern action against them. That 
said, we should also admit that Hindus are being attacked in 
Bangladesh due to animosity towards India that has stemmed 
from our decision to grant asylum to former Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, who has been condemned by Bangladeshi 
courts on charges of murdering hundreds of her own people. 
Moreover, refusing to hand her over to Bangladesh despite 
their requests, and allowing her to issue statements against 
the interim government while sitting comfortably in India, 
has further irked Bangladeshis. They are expressing their 
anger against India by attacking Hindus there. It is time India 
took a clear decision in Hasina’s case. If it is unwise to hand 
her over to Bangladesh, we should deport her to a neutral 
country where she is welcome or hand her over to an organ-
isation like the UN. 
 Tharcius S Fernando, CHENNAI

We must watch over our 
thoughts. A bad thought 
is the most dangerous of 
thieves. 
 
 THE MOTHER THE BLIND SPOT

UNION BUDGET

I ncome tax payers are 
keenly going to watch 
the Union budget presen-

tation on Sunday 1st February 
in the hope for further tax 
relief. There is also interest 
in whether the government 
will consider Thomas Piket-
ty’s suggestion of imposing 
wealth and inheritance taxes 
on India’s super rich, to drive 
up tax revenue and reduce in-
come inequality—despite op-
position from local economists 
and business leaders.

One argument against 
Piketty’s suggestion of taxing 
the rich for grass-root devel-
opment, is that not just the 
owners of big corporates but 
also shareholders benefi t from 
the growth of the companies.

Analysts and the govern-
ment, tend to prioritise at-
tention on the rich and upper 
middle-income sections of so-
ciety focussing on their wel-
fare. Thus, a company having 
many shareholders who make 
money by their investment in 
big corporates happens to be 
wealth creation and/or distri-
bution. As a result, wealth is 
created or distributed through 
investments in large compa-
nies with many sharehold-
ers, but this often leads to the 

neglect of rural areas and the 
unorganised sector. Similarly, 
when billionaires, who have 
long crossed the stage of wor-
rying about fi nancial matters, 
lecture the young generation 
on the virtues of extreme work 
regimes, it rings hollow.

Wealth inequality is worse 
than income inequality with 
the wealthiest 10 percent of 
Indians holding nearly two-
thirds of the country’s wealth; 
the richest 1 percent holds 40 
percent of it.

In a baseline scenario, a 
2 percent annual tax on net 
wealth exceeding Rs 10 crore 
and a 33 percent inheritance 
tax on estates exceeding Rs 10 
crore in value would generate 
2.73 percent of India’s GDP in 
revenues, an inequality re-
port said, adding that explicit 
redistributive policies could 
support, for example, doubling 
expenditure on public educa-
tion. The report echoed this 
direction, recommending pro-
gressive taxation, including 
wealth taxes on multimillion-
aires, as a lever for correcting 
the concentration of economic 
power.

These measures would gen-
erate extra resources not just 
for welfare expenditure but for 

infrastructure development, 
keeping in view better con-
nectivity and social infrastruc-
ture facilities – more schools 
and health clinics -- in the ru-
ral and backward regions of 
the country, which has been 
neglected by subsequent Cen-
tral and state governments. 
This perspective of develop-
ment is not far to seek, as it 
has been pointed out by many 
economists the world over, in-
cluding Prof. Michael Lipton, 
Prof. AmartyaSen, Prof. Mi-
chael Todaro and many others.

Thus, the immediate neces-
sity is for more resource allo-
cation to the rural and back-
ward regions of the country 
rather than modernisation of 
airports and such other work 
that facilitate the life of the 
upper echelons of society. This 
allocation would obviously de-
velop infrastructure, leading 
to an increase in the incomes 
of the rural mass.

The PM Jan DhanYojana, 
presented as a fi nancial inclu-
sion success story, backfi red 
as the government acknowl-
edged lately that a quarter of 
all Jan Dhan accounts are in-
operative -- 15 crore accounts, 
or 26% of the total 57.07 crore 
accounts. In such a situation, 

providing a better life and 
evolving ways and means of 
widening livelihood opportu-
nities for the marginalised and 
the impoverished sections of 
society is, no doubt, the only 
way of bridging the increasing 
inequality.

In this context, the Centre 
has to increase its share of 
the then popular MGNREGS, 
now Viksit Bharat Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion, to at least 80 percent if 
it wants the programme to be 
successful and not overbur-
den the cash-starved states. It 
would also be judicious to start 
another such programme in 
the semi-urban areas. 

It is widely acknowledged 
that inequality is a global 
phenomenon; however, the 
gap between the wealthy and 
the poor—as well as income 
disparities between urban 
and rural populations and 
between organized and unor-
ganized sector workers—must 
be addressed. Achieving this 
requires strong political com-
mitment and the implemen-
tation of an effective, gradual 
policy framework by the gov-
ernment. Will the forthcoming 
budget mark the beginning of 
such efforts? INFA

India continues to treat disability as a residual 
welfare concern rather than a development 

priority. Unlike education, health, or agriculture, 
disability expenditure in India has no 

consolidated budget statement

NEARLY 2.7 CRORE 
INDIANS WITH 

DISABILITIES 
REMAIN 

OVERLOOKED, 
FINANCIALLY 

INVISIBLE, 
ADMINISTRATIVELY 

LOST, AND 
POLITICALLY 

SIDELINED, 
AS INDIA LACKS 

A DEDICATED 
DISABILITY 

BUDGET

Antarjeeta Nayak 
Ramakrishna Biswal

THE IMMEDIATE 
NECESSITY IS FOR 
MORE RESOURCE 

ALLOCATION 
TO THE RURAL 

AND BACKWARD 
REGIONS

Dhurjati Mukherjee

WISDOM CORNER
I love the consciousness of life and I want as much of it as I 
can get. HOMI J BHABHA

I am become death, the destroyer of worlds.   J ROBERT OPPENHEIMER

Peace cannot be kept by force; it can only be achieved by 
understanding.  ALBERT EINSTEIN

 
1943: German Field Marshal Friedrich Paulus surrendered to the Soviet Red 
Army at Stalingrad (now Volgograd), his troops surrendering two days later.

1958: Explorer 1 was the fi rst artifi cial space satellite orbited by the United 
States, marking the country's entry into the space race.

1961: The American fi lm drama The Misfi ts, which was directed by John 
Huston, had its world premiere; it was perhaps best remembered as the 
fi nal movie of Marilyn Monroe and Clark Gable

Cultural bias

Sir, The $200,000 settlement at CU Boulder in the United 
States exposes a food racism that haunts academic spaces. 
While an administrative assistant dismissed palak paneer 
as pungent, the real stench is intolerance for diversity. With 
80% of Indian international students reporting microag-
gressions in Western institutions, especially in the Unit-
ed States and Canada, this is not an isolated microwave 
spat—it is systemic. Penalising students for their heritage 
and revoking funding refl ects a failure of the very cultural 
relativism universities claim to teach. United States var-
sities must move beyond merely tasting diversity to truly 
respecting the lived experiences that come with it, through 
inclusive policies, cultural sensitivity training, and insti-
tutional accountability that protect international students 
from subtle yet harmful discrimination. Authorities should 
also ensure that campuses remain spaces of learning, dig-
nity, and genuine cross-cultural coexistence rather than 
quiet exclusion. 

Vijaykumar HK, RAICHUR

CELEBRATING AN EVENT

An aged farmer and his wife were 
leaning against the edge of 

their pig-pen when the old woman 
wistfully recalled that the next week 
would mark their golden wedding 
anniversary.
“Let’s have a party, Homer,” she 

suggested. 
“Let’s kill a pig.”
The farmer scratched his grizzled 
head. “Gee, Ethel,” he fi nally 
answered, “I don’t see why the 
pig should take the blame for 
something that happened fi fty 
years ago.”
Visit the previous joke on this topic!

 FOCUS
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Mumbai, Jan 30: The sudden 
death of Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar may 
accelerate the reunifi cation of 
the two factions of the Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP), 
which is likely after the zilla 
parishad and panchayat samiti 
election results. 

Despite the tragedy that 
claimed Pawar’s life Wednes-
day, negotiators from both the 
ruling NCP and the Sharad 
Pawar-led NCP (SP) confi rm 
that the process is “very much 
on course.”

The timeline for reunifi cation 
had been meticulously planned 
by Ajit Pawar before his fatal 
plane crash after having tested 
the waters by contesting the 
Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad 
civic polls as a joint force.

Sources from both the fac-
tions confi rmed independently 
that the two factions were in the 
“advanced stages” of a perma-
nent union.

“The process of bringing the 
family and the party back to-
gether was already in motion. 
Ajit dada himself had held 
several rounds of discussions 

with senior leaders to bridge 
the gap,” sources in the know 
of developments told PTI.

Sources within the NCP (SP) 
said both sides had reached 
an “advanced stage” of nego-
tiations prior to Wednesday’s 
plane crash, with a tentative 
merger announcement origi-
nally planned for February 8, 
shortly after the conclusion of 
the upcoming Zilla Parishad 
and Panchayat Samiti polls.

The Ajit Pawar-led NCP holds 
40 seats in the Maharashtra As-
sembly (excluding the deceased 
leader’s own seat of Baramati, 
now vacant), while the Sharad 
Pawar faction has 10. Follow-
ing a merger, all eyes will be 
on whether the unifi ed party 
remains a part of the BJP-led 

Mahayuti government. 
However, even if the party 

exits the ruling alliance, the 
Devendra Fadnavis government 
would remain secure, maintain-
ing a commanding majority.

The alliance at present has 
a strength of 235 MLAs includ-
ing the NCP in the 288-member 
House. 

Despite currently being part 
of the ruling alliance with the 
BJP and Shiv Sena, Ajit Pawar 
consistently maintained that he 
was a secular leader committed 
to the progressive ideological 
legacy of 'Shahu, Phule, and 
Ambedkar' (Chhatrapati Sha-
hu Maharaj, Mahatma Phule 
and Dr B R Ambedkar).

Ajit Pawar’s close associates, 
including Kiran Gujar, claimed 

that the departed leader was de-
termined to reunite the party. 

“He was one hundred per 
cent keen on merging both the 
factions. He had told me fi ve 
days ago that the entire process 
was complete and the merger 
was imminent in the next few 
days,” Gujar told PTI Thursday 
at Baramati.

Asked whether he had dis-
cussed the issue with Sharad 
Pawar, Gujar, a close confi dant 
of Ajit Pawar for last four de-
cades, said “positive talks were 
underway with Pawar saheb, 
Supriya Tai (Supriya Sule) and 
other leaders”, and there were 
indications that the senior 
Pawar would endorse the move. 

Just days before the crash, 
Ajit Pawar met with NCP (SP) 
leader Jayant Patil to fi nalise 
organisational unity and pow-
er-sharing arrangements. 

Amid the merger talks, a sec-
tion of party workers in the NCP 
has initiated a debate over the 
successor of Ajit Pawar. 

The section of NCP leader-
ship is keen to nominate his 
wife Sunetra Pawar, currently a 
Rajya Sabha MP, for the Deputy 
Chief Minister post to maintain 
the family's political lineage. 

Political analysts suggest 
that a reunited NCP would fun-
damentally shift the balance of 
power within both the ruling 
Mahayuti alliance and the op-
position Maha Vikas Aghadi. 

The reunifi cation is seen as 
a move to reclaim the “sugar 
bowl” of Western Maharashtra, 
where the BJP has made signif-
icant inroads during the recent 
civic polls.

Pawar crisis may reunite NCP
Despite the tragedy 

that claimed Ajit’s life 
Wednesday, negotiators 

from both the ruling NCP 
and the Sharad Pawar-led 

NCP (SP) confi rm 
that the process is ‘very 

much on course’
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Bangalore, Jan 30: All offi cers 
and employees of the Karnataka 
government will perform their 
duties wearing Khadi clothes 
“voluntarily”, on the fi rst Sat-
urday of every month, aimed at 
promoting the fabric and related 
products.

They will also be encouraged 
to wear Khadi on Independence 
Day, Republic Day and other of-
fi cial events.

Chief Secretary Shalini Ra-
jneesh Thursday issued a cir-
cular in this regard. “On the 
auspicious occasion of 77th 
Republic Day, with an aim to 
reconnect public service with 
the freedom struggle of the 
country, the State Government 

has taken a signifi cant decision 
to promote the use of Khadi.”

“Accordingly, all the offi -
cers/employees of all the Gov-
ernment/Aided Institution/
Corporations/Boards/Autono-
mous Institutions/Universities 
of the State have been asked to 
wear Khadi on the fi rst Satur-
day of every month ‘voluntari-
ly’ and to direct the offi cers/
staff of their departments to 
wear Khadi while participating 
in all offi cial government pro-
grammes including Indepen-
dence Day and Republic Day,” 
the circular said.

It is hoped that this move 
will help in instilling a sense 
of respect, unity, national 

sentiment, Indianness, self-re-
spect and social responsibility 
towards indigenous products 
among government offi cers/
employees, it added. 

With the aim of promoting 
Khadi products, a meeting 
was chaired by the Chief Sec-
retary regarding the volun-
tary wearing of Khadi clothes 
by the offi cers and employees 
of the government and gov-
ernment-owned corporations, 
authorities, universities, and 
aided institutions, Karnataka 
State Government Employees 
Association separately said 
Thursday. 

“All offi cers and employ-
ees will perform their duties 

wearing Khadi clothes on the 
fi rst Saturday of every month. 
Khadi clothes to be purchased 
from the shops of the govern-
ment-owned Khadi Village 
Industries Board,” the associ-
ation said in a release. 

It said, in addition to the dis-
count currently being given by 
the Khadi Village Industries 
Board, an additional discount 
of 5 per cent will be given to 
offi cers and employees. 

While the suggested attire for 
male employees is Khadi shirts, 
trousers, overcoats and other 
formal wear, female employ-
ees may wear Khadi or Khadi 
silk sarees, chudidars and other 
formal outfi t.

K’taka govt offi cers, employees to 
wear Khadi to work fi rst Saturday
While the suggested attire 

for male employees is 
Khadi shirts, trousers, 

overcoats and other formal 
wear, female employees 

may wear Khadi or Khadi 
silk sarees, chudidars and 

other formal outfi t
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Bangalore, Jan 30: Karnataka 
Transport Minister Ramalinga 
Reddy has defended the state-
run public transport system 
and the government’s ‘Shakti’ 
scheme amid a social media 
spat with IT industry veteran 
T V Mohandas Pai over the role 
of private operators, asserting 
that public transport is a right, 
not a luxury.

The sharp exchange began 
after former Chief Finance Of-
fi cer of Infosys, Pai, alleged a 
shortage of buses and lack of 
public transport, while urging 
the minister to allow private 
buses to provide service.

“All we have got is shortage of 
buses and lack of public trans-
port for last 3 years. (Earlier 
too) Please allow private buses 
to provide service,” Pai alleged 
in a post on ‘X’ late Thursday.

The IT industry veteran ac-
cused Reddy of having thor-
oughly failed to ensure ade-
quate public transport because 

of his “dogmatic attitude” say-
ing only PSY works.

“Why? People need public 
transport irrespective of who 
provides it,” he said, tagging 
Deputy Chief Minister DK Shi-
vakumar in his post.

Reacting to criticism, Reddy 
defended the state-run trans-
port corporations and chal-
lenged Pai to a public debate.

“Mr @TVMohandasPai, Our 
BMTC MD is enough to handle 
a face-to-face debate with you 
on any platform. Kindly come 
and discuss the facts with them 
directly. Are you ready to step 
up, or will you just keep tweet-
ing?,” he said in a post on ‘X’.

The transport minister said 
that Pai’s view is not just “bi-
ased, it is fundamentally dog-
matic,” arguing that, “You (Pai) 
look at a public service and see 
a balance sheet; I look at it and 
see 1.5 crore citizens.”

Highlighting the state gov-
ernment’s Shakti scheme, the 
minister claimed that, “We 
have crossed 650 crore+ free 

trips for women. This isn’t just 
a “scheme”; it is the greatest 
mobility-led economic empow-
erment in India’s history.”

“The “Social Service” Bal-
ance: Unlike private players, 
we don’t cherry-pick. 30 per 
cent of our routes operate at 
a loss to ensure a student and 
rural citizens in a remote vil-
lage has a bus. 30 per cent op-
erate at break-even. 40 per cent 
(long-distance) generate the 
profi t that sustains the rest. 98 
per cent of villages have bus 
connectivity across state. This 
is how you serve a society, not 
a board of directors,” he added.

Reddy pointed out that Kar-
nataka operates 26,054 buses; in 
Bangalore alone, nearly 45 lakh 
commuters are served daily.

“With a fl eet of 7,108 bus-
es--including 1,686 electric 
buses--we cover over 13 lakh 
km and 66,000 trips every day, 
the highest in India. Show me 
a single BJP-ruled city or state, 
including Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s home state of 
Gujarat, that matches this scale 
and effi ciency,” he said.

According to him, in just the 
last two years, 5,800 plus new 
buses have been inducted and 
by March 2026, another 2,000 
plus buses will be on the roads.

“During the BJP tenure (2019-
2023), when bus inductions were 
frozen and corporations were 
left to rot, why didn’t you raise a 
single question? Why does your 
“corporate concern” only wake 
up when a pro-people govern-
ment is performing,” he alleged.

Karnataka Min Reddy, Mohandas 
Pai spat over public transport
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Mumbai, Jan 30: A 50-year-
old taxi driver has been arrest-
ed for allegedly charging a US 
tourist a whopping Rs 18,000 
in what may have been the 
most expensive 400-metre ride 
through the Mumbai traffi c, 
police said Friday.

The police Tuesday appre-
hended Deshraj Yadav, who 
allegedly picked up the tourist 
from the Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj International Airport 
and dropped her off at a fi ve-
star hotel near the facility, an 
offi cial said.

The incident came to light 
after the tourist took to social 
media to share her experience 
about her expensive ride in 
the city.

“Landed in Mumbai recently 
and took a taxi to @HiltonHo-
tels. The driver and another 
guy took us to an unknown 
location fi rst, charged us $200 
(Rs 18,000), and then dropped 
us at the hotel, which was on-
ly 400m away. Taxi No: MH 01 

BD 5405,” Argentina Ariano 
(@ArgentinaAriano) wrote in 
a post on X.

The police swung into ac-
tion, registering a suo motu 
FIR earlier this week and 
nabbed Yadav within three 
hours. The foreign national, 
however, could not be contact-
ed, the offi cial said.

A probe revealed that the 
accused took the woman for a 
20-minute drive around And-

heri East before returning to 
the same area and dropping 
her off at the hotel, where he 
collected the infl ated fare, he 
said, adding that a search is un-
derway for Yadav’s accomplice.

A case has been registered 
against Yadav under rele-
vant sections of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), and the 
process has been initiated to 
cancel his driving licence, the 
offi cial said.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bangalore, Jan 30: The Kar-
nataka Education Department 
has issued a circular Thursday 
ordering granting of provision 
of menstrual leave facility for 
women government employees 
in the state. 

The order in this regard has 
been issued by the Commis-
sioner of the School Education 
Department, Vikas Suralkar.

It may be noted that the Kar-
nataka government issued a 
November 2025 order mandat-
ing 12 days of paid menstrual 
leave annually (1 day/month) 
for women in both government 
and private sectors, covering 
ages 18-52, applicable across 
various establishments under 
different labour laws.

The order by the Educa-
tion department stated, “To 
enhance the effi ciency and 
performance of women em-
ployees working in various 
departments of the state, and 
to boost their morale, the pro-
visions for availing one day of 
paid leave per month during 
the menstrual cycle—amount-
ing to a total of 12 days of paid 

leave annually—shall be as 
proposed in Reference (2) and 
as specifi ed in the Government 
Order dated Nov 12, 2025.”

The order has also men-
tioned conditions. They in-
clude, “Women employees 
shall avail the menstrual leave 
for the respective month only 
in that month. Carrying for-
ward unused menstrual leave 
to the subsequent month shall 
not be permitted; Women em-
ployees are not required to pro-
duce any medical certifi cate 
to avail one day of menstrual 
leave per month.” 

Women government employ-
ees aged between 18 and 52 years 
who are menstruating shall be 
eligible to avail this leave. The 

competent authority empowered 
to sanction casual leave shall 
also be authorised to sanction 
menstrual leave. This leave 
shall be entered separately in 
the leave/attendance register. 

Menstrual leave shall not be 
combined with any other kind 
of leave, the order stated. 

The order further stated, 
“The facility may be availed 
by submitting an application 
to the competent authority. 
Employees availing the leave 
shall, depending on the cir-
cumstances, necessarily bring 
to the notice of the concerned 
section offi cer any urgent of-
fi ce fi les or court-related fi les 
and ensure that responsibili-
ties are duly attended to.”

SCAM ON WHEELS

Mumbai cabbie charges tourist 
`18,000 for 400-metre ride; held

Karnataka mandates 12 
days of menstrual leave 

Karnataka to hold exclusive job 
fair for persons with disabilities
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Bangalore, Jan 30: Karnataka 
will organise an exclusive job 
fair for persons with disabili-
ties, Minister Sharan Prakash 
Patil said Thursday, describing 
it as a major step towards inclu-
sive employment.

The mega job fair will be held 
at Kanteerava Stadium here 
within the next three months, 
Patil said. He holds the Skill 
Development, Livelihood and 
Medical Education portfolios 
and is also the Raichur district 
in-charge minister.

Responding to a question 
raised by BJP MLA Gururaj 
Shetty Gantihole during Ques-
tion Hour in the Legislative As-
sembly, Patil said the job fair is 
being organised by the Depart-
ment of Skill Development and 
Livelihood.

He described the initiative as 
a signifi cant state government 
programme aimed at making 
persons with disabilities eco-

nomically self-reliant by pro-
viding suitable employment op-
portunities. During the current 
fi nancial year, the Karnataka 
Skill Development Corporation 
(KSDC) is implementing mar-
ket-oriented vocational train-
ing programmes for persons 
with disabilities across the 
state, the minister said. Under 
the initiative, 1,000 candidates 
will be provided skill training, 
tool kits and employment op-
portunities at a total cost of Rs 
3 crore, he added.

Patil said entrepreneurship 
development training pro-
grammes are also being con-
ducted for persons with disabil-
ities through the Entrepreneur-
ship Development Department.

As per government orders, 
reservation for persons with 
disabilities in training pro-
grammes has been increased 
from three per cent to five 
per cent.
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Mumbai, Jan 30: The Maha-
rashtra government Friday 
issued several directives to 
boost the fi ght against bond-
ed labour, especially those 
involving children.

Any instance of fi nancial 
inducement linked to child 
labour will now invite action 
under bonded labour laws, a 
government resolution (GR) 
issued by the industries and 
labour ministry during the 
day said.

“If an employer has given 
money, loans or advances to 
the parents or guardians of a 
child, directly or indirectly, 
the case must be treated as 
bonded labour. Such children 
will be classifi ed as bonded 
labourers and action will be 
taken as per law. District au-
thorities will be responsible 
for rehabilitation and statu-
tory benefi ts,” the GR said.

To strengthen enforcement 
at the local level, the govern-
ment has ordered the creation 
of a separate child labour unit 
in every district collectorate, 
which will act as a nodal agen-
cy for inspections, rescue 

operations, prosecution and 
follow-up action, the GR said.

The GR directed the merg-
er of the district-level child 
labour advisory committee 
and the district child labour 
action committee into a sin-
gle district child labour action 
committee.

“The reconstituted panel 
will be headed by the district 
collector and will oversee im-
plementation and periodic re-
views. Every district will have 
a dedicated unit to deal with 
cases and complaints related 
to child labour,” it said.

The initiative as a signifi cant state 
government programme aims at 
making persons with disabilities 
economically self-reliant by 
providing suitable employment 
opportunities

Maha strengthens fi ght 
against bonded labour

The reunifi cation is seen as a move to reclaim 
the ‘sugar bowl’ of Western Maharashtra, 
where the BJP has made signifi cant inroads 
during the recent civic polls



It is people's 
sentiment..... 
the decision 

will be taken by 
senior leaders 
and members of 
the Pawar family

RAJESH TOPE | FORMER MAHA MINISTER

Let us 
imbibe the 
ideals of 

Bapu and make 
our best contri-
bution towards 
the creation of a 
prosperous, just and developed 
India

YOGI ADITYANATH | UTTAR PRADESH CM
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BOMB THREAT: FLIGHT DIVERTED 
An IndiGo fl ight operating from 
Kuwait to Delhi was diverted to 
the Ahmedabad airport Friday 
morning after a bomb threat was 
reported on board, offi cials at the 
airport said. Nothing suspicious 
has been found yet, they said

Ajit Pawar was the leader of 
the NCP legislature party and 
an important functionary of the 
ruling Mahayuti alliance. We 
are in the process of fi nalising 
the leadership transition 
PRAFUL PATEL | NCP WORKING PRESIDENT

Surpassing 
one crore 
enrollments 

and 80 lakh 
course com-
pletions across 
4,290 courses 
on the iGOT Karmayogi portal 
refl ects the strong 
commitment of our employees 
to continuous learning

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU | ANDHRA PRADESH CM

‘Karnataka bans 
tobacco ads on buses’
Bangalore: Karnataka 
Minister Ramalinga Reddy 
Friday directed offi cials to 
prohibit all direct and indirect 
advertisements promoting 
the consumption of tobacco 
products on buses and at 
bus stands of the state's four 
transport corporations. In a 
note issued to the managing 
directors of the Karnataka 
State Road Transport 
Corporation (KSRTC), 
Bengaluru Metropolitan 
Transport Corporation 
(BMTC), North West 
Karnataka Road Transport 
Corporation (NWKRTC) and 
Kalyana Karnataka Road 
Transport Corporation 
(KKRTC), the transport 
minister ordered the directive 
to be implemented with 
immediate effect.

Man held on charges 
of spying for Pakistan
Jaipur: Rajasthan Police 
has arrested a 28-year-old 
man from the border district 
of Jaisalmer on charges 
of spying for Pakistan's 
intelligence agency, offi cials 
said Friday. The accused 
was found to be allegedly 
involved in anti-national 
activities and sharing 
strategically sensitive and 
confi dential information 
related to the Indian Army 
across the border, they said. 
Additional Director General 
(Police Intelligence) Prafull 
Kumar said intelligence 
agencies in the state are 
keeping a continuous watch 
on the activities of Pakistani 
intelligence networks.

Ajit Pawar’s 
ashes immersed 
Pune: A day after Maharashtra 
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit 
Pawar's funeral, his ashes 
were immersed Friday at the 
confl uence of Nira and Karha 
rivers near his hometown 
Baramati in Pune district. Ajit 
Pawar (66), who died in a jet 
crash at the Baramati airport 
Wednesday, was cremated a 
day later with full state honours 
at the Vidya Pratishthan College 
ground, located around 100 kms 
from Pune city, in the presence 
of prominent politicians and 
thousands of people.

NCB busts secret 
drug lab; four held
New Delhi: The Narcotics 
Control Bureau has busted a 
secret drug manufacturing 
laboratory in Karnataka's 
Mysuru and arrested four 
people from Rajasthan 
after seizing narcotics 
worth `10 crore, the 
agency said Friday. This 
crackdown began January 
28 in Gujarat’s Surat, where 
federal officials intercepted 
a SUV in the Palsana area. 

SHORT TAKES

Tourists ride a hot air balloon in the backdrop of snow-clad mountains near Manali, Himachal Pradesh   PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Jan 30: The Gov-
ernment has blocked the Win-
go App for allegedly sending 
fraudulent SMSes from users’ 
phones using them as mules to 
allegedly carry out large-scale 
message-based cybercrimes, 
offi cials said Friday.

The action was taken by the 
Union Home Ministry and its 
anti-cybercrime agency, Indi-
an Cyber Crime Coordination 
Centre (I4C), after getting nu-
merous complaints against the 
Android application.

The agency said the app users 
were unknowingly becoming 
an accessory in an SMS fraud 
network run by cyber crimi-
nals. Following the complaints, 
the Government geo-blocked 
the app's command and con-
trol centre. Four Telegram 
channels, having 1.53 lakh 
users, and over 50 YouTube 
videos promoting the appli-
cation were also blocked, the 
I4C said.

According to I4C, Wingo 
was a “Telecom Mule as a 
Service” app and provided 
earnings based on SMS tasks.

Once a user downloaded 
the application, it activated 
a telecom mule infrastruc-
ture which used to start 
sending messages through the 
user's phone for carrying out 
cyber crimes. The messages 
used to reach 1.53 crore peo-
ple every day, the agency 
said.

Over 1.53 lakh users, lured 
by daily small payments from 
the application, unknowingly 
allowed themselves to be part 
of these cyber crimes.

The app listed itself on the 
Android Play Store as a “mul-
tiplayer entertainment game 
that allows multiple partici-
pants to play in a live draw 
simultaneously.”

The Noida police had al-
so flagged the misuse of the 
application after its role 
cropped up during the inves-
tigation in e-challan related 
cyber fraud.

"This app lures users with 
promises of quick earnings 
by having them perform 
SMS tasks and is potentially 
used in cyber fraud activ-
ities," Additional DCP (cy-
ber) Shavya Goyal had said 
Thursday. 

GOVT BLOCKS 
WINGO APP
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New Delhi, Jan 30: Specula-
tion is rife over the BJP's next 
move in Manipur as President's 
rule will complete a year in the 
northeastern state next month 
and no clear words yet on the 
possibility of re-installation of 
a popular government.

The 60-member Manipur As-
sembly is under suspended an-
imation ever since President’s 
rule was imposed February 13, 
2025 following months of ethnic 
violence between Meitei and 
Kuki communities and the As-
sembly’s fi ve year tenure will 
come to an end in March 2027.

Several rounds of talks were 
held by the BJP's Northeast 
coordinator Sambit Patra with 
the party’s Meitei and Kuki 
MLAs separately, sources said. 
On December 14, 2025, BJP's 
national general secretary (or-
ganisation) B L Santhosh and 

Patra met party's legislators 
from both warring communi-
ties under one roof.

Over 30 BJP MLAs attended 
the meeting, including Speak-
er of the Manipur Legislative 
Assembly T Satyabrata Singh 
and former chief minister N 
Biren Singh.

Among the seven BJP MLAs 
from the Kuki community, four 
participated in the meeting 
while three Kuki MLAs could 
not attend apparently due to 
some unavoidable reasons, 
sources said. So far there have 
been no word from the BJP 
whether there is a possibility 

of formation of a popular gov-
ernment before the completion 
of one year, the sources said.

If a government could not 
assume charge in coming 
weeks, a statutory res-
olution will have to 
be adopted in both 
Houses of Par-
liament in the 
fi rst part of the 
ongoing bud-
get session for 
the extension 
of the Presi-
dent's rule, they 
said.

A total of 32 BJP 
MLAs won the 2022 
assembly elections.  The 
JD(U) won six seats and fi ve of 
them later defected to the BJP. 
So, the BJP currently has 37 
MLAs.

There are six National Peo-
ple's Party (NPP) MLAs, fi ve 
Naga People's Front, fi ve Con-

gress, two Kuki People's Al-
liance (KPA), one Janata Dal 
(United), three Independents. 
There is one vacant seat follow-

ing the death of a sitting 
MLA. Manipur 

has been un-
der Presi-

dent's rule 
since 
Febru-
ary 13, 
2025 af-
ter the 

then chief 
minister 

Biren Singh, 
who was head-

ing a BJP-led 
government, 

resigned February 9 follow-
ing ethnic violence that 
claimed over 260 lives since 
May 2023. The 60-member state 
assembly, which has a tenure 
till 2027, has been put under 
suspended animation.

Speculation mounts over BJP’s next move in Manipur
The 60-member Manipur Assembly is under suspended animation ever since President’s rule was imposed February 13, 2025 following months 

of ethnic violence between Meitei and Kuki communities and the Assembly’s fi ve year tenure will come to an end in March 2027

Several 
rounds of talks 

were held by the BJP's 
Northeast coordinator Sambit 

Patra with the party’s Meitei and 
Kuki MLAs separately, sources said

On December 14, 2025, BJP's national 
general secretary (organisation) B 
L Santhosh and Patra met party's 

legislators from both 
warring communities 

under one roof

PREZ RULE NEARS 
ONE-YEAR MARK

Foundation stone laid for Tathagat
Global Gurukulam in Chhattisgarh
Haridwar: In a signifi cant step to 
enhance last-mile access to quality 
education, the foundation stone (Bhoomi 
Pujan) for Tathagat Global Gurukulam was 
ceremoniously laid at Bheja Jungli, a remote 
tribal village in the Gurur development 
block of Balod district. The ceremony was 
graced by NP Singh, Chairman of the Indian 
Education Board and Patron of Tathagat 
Trust, alongside GR Rana, former Chairman of the National Commission for 
Scheduled Tribes. Ahead of the foundation ceremony, traditional rituals were 
performed with prayers to Raja Rao Baba and Kankalin Mata, followed by 
fl oral tributes to the portrait of tribal freedom fi ghter Shaheed Veer Narayan 
Singh, reinforcing the cultural and historical signifi cance of the initiative.

SNIPPETS

Kolkata fi re: Adhikari leads rally
Kolkatal: Senior BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari Friday led a procession of 
hundreds of party supporters at Narendrapur near Kolkata, demanding the 
arrest of the owners of a city-based popular food chain following the death 
of several of their labourers in a devastating fi re. Supporting Adhikari, party 
colleague Amit Malvya described the blaze as 'man-made', caused by illegal 
warehouses operating without fi re safety norms. The fi re broke out in the 
early hours of January 26 at the warehouses of a momo manufacturing 
unit and a decorator at Nazirabad within Narendrapur police station limits. 
Adhikari alleged that the ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC) was shielding 
those responsible for the tragedy and showing insensitivity, claiming that 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee had not visited the site even fi ve days after 
the incident, while rescue and search operations were still underway.
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Mumbai/Pune, Jan 30: Ra-
jya Sabha MP Sunetra Pawar 
is likely to be sworn-in as Ma-
harashtra Deputy Chief Min-
ister Saturday, replacing her 
late husband Ajit Pawar in the 
cabinet, said NCP .

Sources Friday, signalling 
the party's continuation in 
ruling Mahayuti and delaying 
merger talks. She would be the 
fi rst woman to hold the post of 
Deputy CM in the state, where 
the position was fi rst created in 
1978 when the coalition govern-
ment era began in Maharashtra.

Following the death of Dep-
uty Chief Minister Ajit Pawar 
in an air crash in Baramati 
Wednesday, a section of Na-
tionalist Congress Party (NCP) 
leaders had demanded that she 
be given the post held by her 
late husband in the Devendra 
Fadnavis-led cabinet.

Her consent to accept the 
decision to name her as her 
husband's successor has been 
communicated to party leaders, 
said the sources. "Tomorrow 
(Saturday), a parliamentary 
board meeting of the party will 
take place in Mumbai, where 
Sunetra Pawar will be elected 
as the leader of the NCP legisla-
ture party," said a source.

"It is likely that she will be 
sworn-in as Deputy Chief Min-
ister by tomorrow evening," 
said the source privy to the 
developments.

Speaking to reporters in Nag-
pur, Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis said the BJP, which 
heads the ruling alliance Ma-
hayuti, would support any de-
cision taken by the family and 
party of late Ajit Pawar. "The 
NCP will take whatever deci-

sion it has to take for the post 
of deputy chief minister, and the 
government and the BJP will 
support the decision. I can on-
ly tell you that we are standing 
behind the family of Ajit Dada 
and the NCP," the CM added.

Until the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections, Sunetra Pawar had 
kept a low profi le. In the gen-
eral elections that year, she 
stood from Baramati as the 
candidate of her husband's 
party, but was defeated by her 
sister-in-law and incumbent 
NCP (SP) MP Supriya Sule in 
the prestige battle. Sunetra 
Pawar was subsequently elect-
ed to the Rajya Sabha.

The NCP's legislature wing 
will hold a meeting in Mumbai 
January 31 where she would 
be named as its leader, 
state minister and senior 
party leader Chhagan Bhujbal 
said earlier in the day in 
Mumbai.

Fadnavis had conveyed that 
he had no issue with the swear-
ing-in ceremony taking place 
Saturday itself, provided a de-
cision to that effect (Sunetra 
Pawar elected as new NCP leg-
islature wing leader)  was taken 
by the party, stated Bhujbal.

Sunetra Pawar set to take 
oath as Maha dy CM today
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Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 
30: Senior Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor Friday praised 
former party president Rahul 
Gandhi, saying he was a “sin-
cere” person and a “strong 
voice” against communalism 
in the country, signalling 
bonhomie with the party 
leadership after his meeting 
with Gandhi and party chief 
Mallikarjun Kharge in New 
Delhi to resolve differences.

The thaw in relations be-
tween Tharoor and the par-
ty’s top leadership also be-
came evident with Leader of 
the Opposition in Kerala 
Assembly V D Satheesan as-
serting that the Thiruvanantha-
puram MP will be a star cam-
paigner for the party-led UDF 
in the upcoming polls.

“I can say that I am going to 
be in the Congress and that I 
am not going anywhere. I will 
be part of the poll campaign (in 
Kerala) and will work for the 
victory of the UDF,” Tharoor 
told reporters here.

“But, why is it that I am 
being asked to make such 
statements?” the 69-year-old 
MP said, and clarifi ed that 
his stand on certain issues 
may have been portrayed by 
the media as pro-BJP, but he 
viewed it as pro-government 
or pro-India.

Asserting that everyone 
likes Rahul Gandhi as he con-
sistently speaks out against 
the politics of communalism, 
hatred, and divisiveness in the 
country, he said,”I do not have 
a different opinion on that.”

Tharoor also said he had 
never agreed with any unfair 
criticism of Rahul, adding, “He 
is a sincere leader.” 

Tharoor's praise for Gand-
hi came amidst differences 
between the two. Last week, 
Tharoor skipped a key Kera-
la poll strategy meeting amid 
reported disappointment over 
being sidelined at a Kochi event 
by Gandhi.

Sources said Gandhi named 
other senior leaders on stage 
but did not mention Tharoor, 
a four-time MP and CWC mem-
ber, triggering fresh unease.

Regarding his remarks sup-
porting the Narendra Modi-led 
government during India and 
Pakistan tensions, Tharoor said 
he has made it clear in the past 
that, on some international mat-
ters, he prefers not to engage in 
politics and instead speaks from 
the national perspective.

“It is not something new; I have 
always said so,” Tharoor said.

A row had erupted last year 
over his comments on the In-
dia-Pakistan confl ict and the 
diplomatic outreach after the 

Pahalgam attack. 
His comments were at vari-

ance with the Congress' stand 
and many party leaders took a 
swipe at him, questioning his 
intentions.

 Tharoor admitted that a 
party member should not go 
against the party line.

“I have always stood with 
the party in Parliament and 
therefore, there is no need to 
be concerned,” he said.

After meeting Kharge and 
Rahul to seek redress for his 
grievances Thursday, Tharoor 
said ”all is good” and “we are 
all on the same page”, signal-
ling a rapprochement with his 
party ahead of the crucial Ker-
ala Assembly polls.

A relieved party's state unit 
responded to the remarks pos-
itively Friday, saying, "He 
(Tharoor) will be in the front 
row of the campaign initiated 
by the UDF in Kerala for the 
elections."

Describing Tharoor as a 
global citizen and a noted 
writer, Satheesan said he 
has a strong connection with 

the people. “So, he will be at 
the forefront of the election 
campaign. He is also part of 
the Congress party in Kerala 
and will be more active in the 
state because of the elections. 
For the next two months, he 
will be here,” Satheesan said.

He added that the party is 
planning to take him to all 
140 assembly constituencies 
in Kerala.

The high-stakes Kerala As-
sembly polls are scheduled 
to be held in the next three 
months and are very crucial 
for the Congress as it seeks 
to wrest power from the Left, 
which has been in power in 
the state for a decade.

Tharoor praises Rahul after meeting
The thaw in relations between Tharoor and the party’s top leadership also became evident with 

Leader of the Opposition in Kerala Assembly VD Satheesan asserting that the Thiruvananthapuram 
MP will be a star campaigner for the party-led UDF in the upcoming polls

The high-stakes Kerala Assembly 
polls are scheduled to be held 

in the next three months and are 
very crucial for the Congress as it 
seeks to wrest power from the Left, 
which has been in power in the 
state for a decade

Tharoor said he had never 
agreed with any unfair 

criticism of Rahul, adding, 
"He is a sincere leader"

Tharoor's praise for Rahul 
came amidst differences 

between the two. Last week, 
Tharoor skipped a key Kerala 
poll strategy meeting amid 
reported disappointment over 
being sidelined at a Kochi event 
by Gandhi

Sources said Gandhi named 
other senior leaders on stage 

but did not mention Tharoor, a 
four-time MP and CWC member, 
triggering fresh unease



Family takes 
woman's body 
on Pushcart  in 
Haryana.
This is the reality 
4th Largest 
Economy

Let's hope the govt doesn't call it 
an AI
 @Nher_who
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DELHI’S WATER BILL SURCHARGE 
WAIVER SCHEME EXTENDED 
The Delhi government has extended the 
deadline for its Late Payment Surcharge 
Waiver Scheme (LPSC) on water bills 
to August 15, minister Parvesh Verma 
said on Friday, while noting that more 
than three lakh people have availed the 
benefi ts of the scheme till now

The Modi Government has 
systematically weakened 

the RTI Act -- Over 26,000 pending 
cases as of 2025. In 2019, the Modi 
Government hacked away at the RTI 
Act, seizing control over Information 
Commissioners' tenure and pay, 
converting independent watchdogs 
into submissive functionaries
MALLIKARJUN KHARGE  | CONGRESS PRESIDENT

Bridge collapses 
in CoochBehar
Kolkata: A bridge in West 
Bengal's Cooch Behar district 
collapsed Friday, but there 
was no report of any death, 
offi cials said. A goods-laden 
dumper was crossing the 
bridge at Sitalkuchi when 
it collapsed. The incident 
sparked a political row, with 
the BJP and ruling Trinamool 
Congress trading charges. 
"The driver of the dumper was 
rescued and given primary 
medical treatment. There 
has been no loss of life," a 
police offi cer said, adding that 
senior administrative offi cials 
reached the spot soon after. 
The bridge at Baromashia 
Debnathpara connects 
Debnathpara New Market 
with Baromashia 
over a river. 

Over 51 kg heroin 
seized in Amritsar
Chandigarh: Punjab Police 
Friday arrested two persons 
allegedly linked with a cross-
border narcotics smuggling 
network and recovered 
51.5 kg of heroin from their 
possession.  Director General 
of Police Gaurav Yadav said 
the accused were identifi ed 
as Gurjeet Singh alias Jeet and 
Ranjeet Singh alias Dhillon, 
both residents of Talwandi Rai 
Dadu village in Amritsar.  The 
development comes a day after 
Amritsar Rural police busted an 
alleged cross-border narco-
terror network and recovered 
42.9 kg heroin, four hand 
grenades, and a pistol along 
with 46 live cartridges.

Naxal dump unearthed 
Gondia: A huge cache of 
weapons, including an AK47 
and two SLR rifl es, was 
recovered after a Naxal 
dump was unearthed in 
Maharashtra's Gondia district, 
a police offi cial said Friday.
The operation to uncover such 
dumps began after several 
Naxalites, including hardcore 
ultra Anant alias Vikas Navjyot 
Nagpure, had laid down arms 
November 28 and December 13 
last year, he said. 

The apex 
court’s 
declaration of 

menstrual health 
as a fundamental 
right and its di-
rection to provide 
free sanitary pads in schools is a 
welcome step

ASHOK GEHLOT |  FORMER RAJASTHAN CM

We agreed to 
the alliance 
as we wanted 

to defeat the DMK. 
We were not under 
pressure. The 
anti-people gov-
ernment ought to be removed

EDAPPADI K PALANISWAMI  | 
AIADMK GENERAL SECY

All the 
allegations 
made 

against us follow 
an old script. The 
fi rst of these is the 
political dynasty 
charge. I have already answered 
this. Anyone is free to enter pol-
itics, but they must stand before 
the people, earn their trust and win 
votes to succeed. This is a baseless 
accusation made by those who 
cannot face us on the ground

M K STALIN  |  TN CM

SHORT TAKES
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Itanagar, Jan 30: A wildfi re 
that broke out about a week ago 
near Kaho village in Arunachal 
Pradesh's Anjaw district has 
been doused by the Indian Ar-
my, an offi cial said Friday.

According to a post by the 
Spear Corps of the Indian Ar-
my, the fi re broke out along the 
western ridge of the Lohit River 
close to the Sino-India border.

In a joint and coordinated ef-
fort, the troops of Spear Corps, 
along with the Indian Air 
Force, mobilised swiftly and 
successfully contained the for-
est fi re, ensuring no damage to 
civilian life or property, it said.

The Indian Air Force (IAF), 
in a post, said that Mi-17V5 he-
licopters dropped 12,000 litres 
of water in the rarefi ed Hima-
layan air, showcasing excep-
tional courage, precision, and 
a commitment towards pro-
tecting lives and fragile eco-
systems.

Sharing the post by IAF, 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu said, "My 
heartfelt gratitude to the @
IAF_MCC Indian Air Force for 
their swift response in battling 
forest fi re in Lohit Valley."

Meanwhile, a senior police 
offi cial claimed that the fi re had 
started on the other side of the 
LAC January 21. He said the 
wildfi re spread into the Indian 
side January 27 and engulfed 
Kaho, Sheru area, and Madan 
Ridge near the LAC.

Army contains wildfi re 
along Sino-India border

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays tribute to Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat on the occasion of Martyrs’ Day, 
observed to mark the death anniversary of the father of the nation, in New Delhi PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Jan 30: Highlight-
ing the need to sensitise male 
teachers and students, the 
Supreme Court Friday said 
the whole ecosystem has to be 
sterilized of the stigma associ-
ated with menstruation or the 
infrastructural efforts would 
remain underutilised.

In a landmark judgment to 
ensure gender justice and ed-
ucational equity, the top court 
declared the right to dignifi ed 
menstrual health as part of the 
right to life and education un-
der the Constitution.

A bench comprising jus-
tices J B Pardiwala and R Ma-
hadevan issued a slew of direc-
tions including one asking all 
states and Union territories 
to provide free oxo-biodegrad-
able sanitary napkins to girl 
students and functional, gen-
der-segregated toilets for all 
the students.

Authoring a 126-page judge-
ment, Justice Pardiwala ded-
icated a section to the "Role 
of Men in Menstruation" and 
emphasized that the school 
environment is not a "mono-
lith of females" and that male 
teachers and students must be 
sensitized.

"The environment at school 
is not a monolith of females, it 
consists of young boys, male 
teachers, and male staff. Until 
the whole ecosystem is sterilised 
of the stigma associated with 
menstruation, the infrastruc-
tural efforts would remain un-
derutilised," the judgment said.

It said the issue was far more 
than an infrastructural prob-
lem. "Menstruation should not 

be a topic that is only shared in 
hushed whispers. It is crucial 
that boys are educated about the 
biological reality of menstru-
ation. A male student, unsen-
sitised towards the issue, may 
harass a menstruating girl child 
which may discourage her from 
attending school," it said. It em-
phasised on the role young boys 
and male teachers play in the life 
of adolescent girl students.

"We have no hesitation in 
saying that if the spirit of Ar-
ticle 21A and the RTE Act is to 
be achieved in its fullest sense, 
it would not be suffi cient that 
merely gender-segregated toi-
lets or sanitary napkins are 

provided," it said.
The absence of menstrual 

hygiene facilities in schools is 
not the only barrier that im-
pedes education but rather it 
is only half the problem. More 
often than not, the environment 
within which the girl child is 
acquiring education, is equally 
impeding, if not a greater bar-
rier, it said.

Acknowledging the grim re-
ality that the implementation 
of laws faces several challeng-
es arising from deep-rooted 
attitudes and norms, it said a 
school may have adequate facil-
ities for menstrual hygiene, but 
an unsupportive, rather hostile 
and stigmatised environment 
would render them of no use.

Highlighting the role of male 
teachers, it said they must be 
sensitized to the needs of a girl 
child. "For instance, a request to 
the restroom or the sudden need 
to leave the classroom must be 
treated with sensitivity rather 
than straight dismissal or in-
vasive questioning. To put it 
briefl y, we would say, ignorance 
breeds insensitivity, knowledge 
breeds empathy," it said.

Confident Group founder
shoots himself dead 
during I-T searches

SC: Sensitise boys to end 
menstrual stigma in schools

THE SUPREME COURT FRIDAY SAID 
ITS JUDGMENT ON MENSTRUAL 

HYGIENE IS MEANT FOR THE 
CLASSROOMS WHERE GIRLS 

HESITATE TO SEEK HELP AND THE 
TEACHERS WHO CANNOT HELP DUE 

TO LACK OF RESOURCES

IN A LANDMARK JUDGMENT TO 
ENSURE GENDER JUSTICE AND 

EDUCATIONAL EQUITY, A BENCH 
COMPRISING JUSTICES J B PARDI-
WALA AND R MAHADEVAN FRIDAY 

DECLARED THE RIGHT TO DIGNIFIED 
MENSTRUAL HEALTH AS PART OF 

THE RIGHT TO LIFE AND EDUCATION 
UNDER THE CONSTITUTION
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Bangalore, Jan 30: C J Roy, 
founder and chairman of real 
estate fi rm Confi dent Group, 
shot himself dead Friday after-
noon, Bengaluru Police Com-
missioner Seemant Kumar 
Singh said.

He added that I-T searches 
had been underway here for 
the past three days. Roy suf-
fered bullet injuries from his 
licensed fi rearm at his offi ce 
near Richmond Circle in the 
city. Soon after a gunshot was 
heard, staff members rushed to 
his room and found him lying 
in a pool of blood, sources said.

He was immediately taken 
to a hospital, where doctors 
declared him dead.

I-T sources said searches on 
Roy's premises had begun about 
two months ago.

"Today, under the Ashoka 
Nagar police station limits, 
a shooting incident occurred. 
Prima facie, it appears that 
the Confident Group chair-
person and founder, C J Roy, 
shot himself dead. His body is 
at Narayana Hospital in HSR 
Layout," Singh told reporters 
after inspecting the spot.

The commissioner said the 
incident occurred between 
3 pm and 3.30 pm. Confi -
dent Group's director had 
fi led a complaint, based on 
which the police registered a 
case.

"According to our initial re-
ports, the searches have been 
ongoing for the past three 
days. The I-T team was ques-
tioning him, including today. 
Only investigation will reveal 
what actually happened," 
Singh said. When asked wheth-
er the case could be treated as 
abetment to suicide, he said 
the investigation will proceed 
based on the complaint.

Singh added that the search-
es were led by an I-T team from 
Kerala, and the police have yet 
to speak with them.

ED arrests ex RCOM president in `40K-cr bank ‘fraud’ case
NEW DELHI: The Enforcement Directorate (ED) Friday said it has arrested 
former Reliance Communications (RCOM) president Punit Garg on money 
laundering charges in an alleged Rs 40,000 crore worth bank loan fraud case 
against group companies of businessman Anil Ambani. The 61-year-old Garg 
was taken into custody Thursday. A special Prevention of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA) court in Delhi sent him to nine days of ED custody, the federal 
probe agency said in a statement. Garg, ex-president and director of Reliance 
Communications Limited (RCOM), was arrested in connection with an 
ongoing investigation linked to an alleged over Rs 40,000 crore bank fraud 
and money laundering by RCOM and its group entities, the ED said.

Food served on paper sheets: MP Principal suspended
MAIHAR: An acting principal of a government-run school in Madhya 
Pradesh's Maihar district was suspended Friday for negligence after students 
were allegedly served food on sheets of paper from old notebooks, an 
offi cial said. The incident took place during Republic Day celebrations at the 
Government High School in Bhatigawan village, when children were served 
'halwa and puris' on pages torn from discarded notebooks and books, the 
offi cial said. A video, which surfaced on social media, showed children sitting 
on the ground and eating food laid out in front of them on paper instead 
of plates and bowls.  Rewa Division Commissioner B S Jamod, in an order, 
said, "In-charge principal Sushil Kumar Tripathi of Government High School 
Bhatigawan has been suspended with immediate effect for negligence in 
organising a special Republic Day lunch programme at the school."

Modi speaks to Venezuela’s acting Prez Delcy Rodriguez
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke with Venezuela's 
acting President Delcy Rodriguez Friday. This was the fi rst time the two 
leaders spoke since the capture of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro 
by the United States. "Spoke with Acting President of Venezuela, Ms. 
Delcy Rodriguez," the prime minister said in a post on X. "We agreed 
to further deepen and expand our bilateral partnership in all areas, 
with a shared vision of taking India-Venezuela relations to new heights 
in the years ahead," Modi added. Rodriguez took over as the interim 
president of Venezuela January 5, two days after US forces seized her 
predecessor, Maduro, to face trial in New York.

SNIPPETS
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Dibrugarh/Dhemaji, Jan 
30: Union Home Minister Am-
it Shah Friday ramped up the 
BJP's campaign for the upcom-
ing high-stakes Assembly polls 
in Assam by accusing the Con-
gress, particularly Rahul Gand-
hi, of disrespecting the North 
East, promoting infi ltration 
for electoral politics and the 
region's lack of development.

Shah, during his day-long 
programmes in the state where 
he launched projects worth 
Rs 1715 crore, heaped praise 
on Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma for dealing effec-
tively with varied issues, and 
virtually endorsed him for the 
state's top post by urging people 
to vote for the BJP for the third 
consecutive term.

Shah accused Gandhi of disre-
specting the North East by refus-
ing to wear a 'gamosa', presented 
by President Droupadi Murmu 
at the 'At Home' reception hosted 
by her on Republic Day.

All dignitaries, including 
those from abroad, had worn 
the scarf as a mark of respect, 
but Gandhi was the "only per-

son to refuse" to do so, Shah 
claimed, while addressing a 
public rally in Dibrugarh.

"Rahul Gandhi can do what-
ever he wants, but as long as 
the BJP is in power and poli-
tics, it will not allow any dis-
respect of the North East's cul-
ture. We are fi rm on this, and 
nobody can shake us from this 
fi rm stand," he said.

Shah also accused the Con-
gress of using infi ltration as a 
"weapon of its vote bank poli-
tics" and claimed that there has 
been "no infi ltration in Assam 
since the BJP came to power. 
Those who had come to India 
illegally will be identifi ed and 
sent back," he added.

Asserting that before the 
last elections, the BJP had 
pledged that infi ltration, which 
"changed Assam's demography 
and compromised the nation's 
security", would be stopped, he 
said, "We kept our promise".

In Dhemaji, Shah claimed 
that the demography of Assam 
changed during the Congress 
rule and the BJP-led govern-
ment under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is working to 
reverse the trend.

ASSAM ASSEMBLY POLLS

Shah ramps up 
BJP’s campaign
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New Delhi, Jan 30: The Delhi 
High Court Friday questioned 
the DGCA on the "indefi nite" re-
laxation given to airlines with 
respect to the implementation 
of new norms on weekly rest 
and leaves for pilots.

Issuing notice on a public 
interest litigation (PIL) on the 
issue, a bench of Chief Justice 
D K Upadhyaya and Justice 
Tejas Karia asked the aviation 
regulator to explain the "ra-
tionale" behind its decision to 
immediately withdraw the new 
fl ight-duty norm which said 
that "no leave shall be substi-
tuted by weekly rest".

The bench asked the Direc-
torate General of Civil Associa-
tion's (DGCA) as well as IndiGo 
to fi le their response to the PIL 
in two weeks.

On December 5, 2025, DGCA 

rolled out the exemption to 
Flight Duty Time Limitations 
(FDTL) to enable IndiGo to 
have more pilots on duty to re-
duce the disruptions and nor-
malise operations.

IndiGo cancelled hundreds 
of fl ights across the country in 
the fi rst week of December last 

year as the airline was not 
adequately prepared to imple-
ment the new fl ight-duty norms 
for pilots.

Counsel for DGCA on Friday 
submitted that the regulator 
was monitoring the situation 
after the FDTL came into oper-
ation November 1, 2025, and the 

decision to withdraw was taken 
in light of an audit as well as 
representations from airlines 
on pilots clubbing the two types 
of offs.

She clarifi ed that even after 
the December 5 deci-

sion, while week-
ly rest for pilots 

continued 
to be man-
datory and 
governed 
by the CAR, 
leaves were 

a matter of 
contract be-

tween a pilot 
and airline.

DGCA counsel also said 
that a specifi c relaxation from 
night duty norms, through 
another letter issued Decem-
ber 5, was given to IndiGo till 
February 10.

The court, however, asked 

that when a temporary relax-
ation was given for night duty 
norms to IndiGo, why was the 
norm on non-substitution of 
weekly rest and leaves with-
drawn without any deadline.

"The grievance seems to be 
that leave and weekly off can't 
be mixed up, which you have 
withdrawn because of disrup-
tion in one particular airline. 
If you are issuing two letters on 
the same day - one is till Febru-
ary 10 but fi rst one is indefi nite. 
This letter is forever. So if your 
response on the fi rst letter was 
with regard to disruption and 
the second letter also was (due 
to) disruption but you have lim-
ited the time up to February 10 
(for night duty). Why not for the 
other one?," the court said.

"What is the rationale for 
withdrawal of this? And this 
applies to all airlines," the court 
asked the DGCA counsel.

Delhi HC asks DGCA over pilot rest relaxation

 ON 
DECEMBER 5, 

2025, DGCA ROLLED 
OUT THE EXEMPTION 
TO FLIGHT DUTY TIME 

LIMITATIONS (FDTL) TO 
ENABLE INDIGO TO HAVE 

MORE PILOTS ON DUTY TO 
REDUCE THE DISRUPTIONS 

AND NORMALISE OP 
ERATIONS
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NATIONWIDE PROTESTS 
BEGIN OVER ICE 
Protesters across the US are calling for ‘no work, no 
school, no shopping’ as part of a nationwide strike 
Friday to oppose the Trump administration’s im-
migration crackdown in Minneapolis. The demon-
strations come almost a week after Alex Pretti, an 
intensive care nurse, was shot multiple times as he 
used his cellphone to record Border Patrol offi cers 
conducting an immigration enforcement operation

American citi-
zens will be very 
shortly able to 
go to Venezuela, 
and they'll be safe 
there
DONALD TRUMP | 
PRESIDENT, US

25 killed in Nigeria’s 
deadliest Islamist attack
Maiduguri, Nigeria: At 
least 25 people were killed 
when suspected Boko 
Haram militants attacked 
a town in northern Nigeria, 
relatives of victims said, the 
deadliest reported Islamist 
attack since US President 
Donald Trump ordered air 
strikes on Christmas Day. 
The victims were labourers 
who had travelled to Sabon 
Gari town in northeastern 
Nigeria’s Borno State to work 
at a construction site, when 
gunmen swept in Thursday 
and opened fire, relatives 
Hassan Usman and Auwal Isa 
told Reuters. Aliyu Ndume, a 
senator who represents the 
region, said he was “shocked 
and saddened” by the killing 
of his constituents.

Nepal Poll campaign 
to begin from Feb 16
Kathmandu: Nepal’s Election 
Commission Friday allotted 
political parties 15 days 
to campaign starting from 
February 16 ahead of the 
March 5 general election. 
Political parties are allowed 
to campaign from February 
16 to March 2, according 
to Suman Ghimire, deputy 
spokesperson at the Election 
Commission. According 
to Ghimire, no campaign 
activities - including rallies, 
processions or assemblies - 
are allowed before February 
16, in line with the Election 
Code of Conduct. During the 
offi cial campaign period, 
political parties may organise 
public events and publish or 
broadcast election-related 
materials through the media. 
“Political parties are allowed 
to organise public rallies, 
mass meetings and other 
election campaign related 
programmes in the open only 
between February 16 and 
March 2,” he said.

52 terrorists killed 
in Pakistan
Islamabad/Lahore: 
Pakistan’s security forces 
killed 52 terrorists, mostly 
belonging to the Taliban, in 
separate operations across 
three provinces in the last 24 
hours, the army and officials 
said Friday. Six terrorists 
were killed in Punjab 
province early Friday while 
on Thursday, 41 were killed 
in two separate intelligence 
based operations (IBOs) in 
Balochistan and five Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
men, including a commander, 
were killed in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province. 

I believe that 
progressing 
towards 

fulfi llment of the 
aspirations of 
sustainable peace, 
good governance, 
development and prosperity 
through the federal democratic 
republican system of governance 
achieved by the sacrifi ce of the 
martyrs will be a true tribute 
to them

RAMCHANDRA PAUDEL | PRESIDENT, NEPAL

Venezuela's 
government 
on Thursday 

approved opening 
the nation's oil 
sector to privati-
sation, reversing 
a tenet of the self-proclaimed 
socialist movement that has ruled 
the country for more than two 
decades

DELCY RODRIGUEZ | 
ACTING PRESIDENT, VENEZUELA

We will never 
accept joint 
operations 

by the United 
States operations 
on our territory 
are carried out 
by Mexican forces, we always tell 
President Trump that

CLAUDIA SHEINBAUM | PRESIDENT, MEXICO

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Hong Kong/Beijing, Jan 30: 
British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer’s visit to China is the 
latest win Beijing can tout in 
its rivalry with Washington, 
but the deals he brings back to 
London also show the limits of 
the balancing act that middle 
powers may try to play.

He follows Canadian counter-
part Mark Carney, who struck 
a trade deal on a similar visit 
weeks ago, before heading to 
Davos to herald a new glob-
al trade order as US Presi-
dent Donald Trump disrupts 
long-standing ties with allies.

European leaders have also 
visited, as have India’s Nar-
endra Modi and others since 
Trump began his second term a 
year ago, but it is less clear what 
tangible long-term economic 
and security benefi ts such visits 

yield for Western powers.
“Traditional US allies feel 

hard done by and are now hedg-
ing their bets, but they are far 
from being able or willing to 
substitute China for the Unit-
ed States,” said John Quelch, 
an expert in global strategy at 
Duke Kunshan University.

From the perspective of Lon-
don, Ottawa and other Western 
capitals, the visits demonstrate 
to Trump that alternatives ex-
ist if he keeps up pressure on 
issues from Greenland to re-
negotiating the USMCA trade 
deal among the United States, 
Canada and Mexico.

But these are “superfi cial 
gestures amid stalled glob-
al growth,” said Alicia Gar-
cia-Herrero, chief Asia-Pacifi c 
economist at Natixis.

“These visits highlight the se-
vere limits of any ‘pivot’ to Chi-
na,” she said. “They expose mid-

dle powers’ vulnerability, chasing 
scraps while China’s export fl ood 
overwhelms their industries.”

And they benefi t Beijing, by 
supporting the narrative of 
a broad pivot to China as the 
world’s “reliable partner”, in 
contrast with Trump’s chaotic 
tariff policies and his growing 
list of threats and demands to-
wards partners and rivals alike.

“President Trump’s efforts to 
decouple the United States from 
China are also decoupling the 
United States from the world,” 
Quelch added.

STARMER SCORES WINS ON 
VISAS, WHISKY

The deals clinched by West-
ern powers on such visits come 
in return for deeper integration 

with a country that ran a trade 
surplus the size of the Dutch 
economy last year but where 
consumption is too weak for 
even its own producers to pros-
per at home.

In a meeting Thursday, 
Starmer told Xi, the two sides 
should collaborate but also al-
low ‘meaningful dialogue’ on 
areas they disagree.

On his trip to the world’s sec-

ond largest economy, Starmer se-
cured 30-day visa-free access for 
Britons travelling to China and 
lower tariffs on whisky, while 
British drugmaker AstraZeneca 
unveiled a $15 billion investment 
in China. He got nothing beyond 
“frank dialogue” on tension aris-
ing from China’s increasingly 
assertive stance on Taiwan, its 
stronger ties with Russia af-
ter the Ukraine invasion and a 
rights crackdown on Britain’s 
former colony of Hong Kong.

British and US politicians 
who criticised Starmer’s trip 
also aired accusations of espi-
onage and human rights abuse, 
which Beijing denies.

And even before Starmer 
has wrapped up his China visit, 
Trump warned Britain it was dan-
gerous to get into business with 
Beijing, after the prime minister 
extolled the economic benefi ts of 
resetting relations with China.

 Starmer gets lower whisky 
tariffs, visa-free access for 
Britain

 Visit seen as latest in world 
‘pivot to China’

 China paints itself “reliable 
partner” in contrast with US

 Export-heavy economy limits 
what Beijing can offer

 Some warn further integration 
threatens Western fi rms, securit

Visit by Starmer shows drawbacks of ‘China pivot’ in countering Trump

REUTERS

Istanbul, Jan 30: Iran is pre-
pared for the resumption of 
talks with the United States, 
but they should be fair and not 
include Iran’s defence capa-
bilities, Iran’s chief diplomat 
said Friday, as regional pow-
ers work to prevent military 
conflict between the two foes.

US President Donald Trump 
said Thursday he planned to 
speak with Iran, even as the 
US sent another warship to 
the Middle East and the Pen-
tagon chief said the military 
would be ready to carry out 
whatever the president de-
cided.

US-Iranian tensions have 
soared in recent weeks after 
a on protests across Iran by 
its clerical authorities.

One of the main US demands 
as a condition for resuming 
talks with Iran is curbing its 
missile programme, a senior 
Iranian official told Reuters 
last week. Iran rejects that 
demand.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Istanbul after talks 
with his Turkish counterpart, 
Foreign Minister Abbas Araq-
chi said Iran was ready to par-
ticipate in “fair and equitable” 
negotiations, but added there 
were currently no meetings 
with US offi cials arranged.

“Iran has no problem with 
negotiations, but negotia-
tions cannot take place un-
der the shadow of threats. 
They must certainly set aside 
their threats and change their 
approach toward a fair and 
equitable negotiation, as Mr 
Trump himself said in his 
post,” he said.

TEHRAN SAYS IT IS READY FOR 
TALKS OR WAR

“I should also state un-
equivocally that Iran’s defen-

sive and missile capabilities 
— and Iran’s missiles — will 
never be the subject of any ne-
gotiations,” he added.

“We will preserve and ex-
pand our defensive capabili-
ties to whatever extent is nec-
essary to defend the country,” 
Araqchi said.

Regional allies, including 
Turkey, the United Arab 
Emirates, and Saudi Arabia, 
have been engaging in diplo-
matic efforts to prevent a mil-
itary confrontation between 
Washington and Tehran.

In response to US threats of 
military action, Araqchi said 
Tehran was ready for either 
negotiations or warfare, and 
also ready to engage with re-
gional countries to promote 
stability and peace.

Araqchi and Turkish For-
eign Minister Hakan Fidan 
said they had been speaking 

to each other almost every day 
to discuss the tensions.

TURKEY READY TO BE 
‘FACILITATOR’

US officials say Trump his 
options but has not decided 
whether to strike Iran. Trump 
has repeatedly threatened to 
intervene if Iran continued 
to kill protesters in its crack-
down on the countrywide 
demonstrations over econom-
ic privations and political re-
pression, but the protests 
have since abated.

Israel’s Ynet news website 
said Friday that a US Navy 
destroyer had docked at the 
Israeli port of Eilat.

NATO member Turkey 
shares a border with Iran and 
opposes any foreign interven-
tion there. It has called for US-
Iran dialogue to avoid further 
destabilisation and has been 
in touch with both sides to 
seek a solution.

Earlier Friday, Turkish 
President Tayyip Erdogan 
told his Iranian counterpart 
Masoud Pezeshkian in a call 
that Ankara was ready to play 
a “facilitator” role between 
the sides.

REUTERS

Kyiv, Jan 30: Russia has 
agreed to a request from US 
President Donald Trump to 
halt airstrikes on Kyiv until 
February 1 amid harsh winter 
temperatures, and Ukraine said 
it was ready to reciprocate as 
Washington pushes for a diplo-
matic solution to end the war.

But as the Ukrainian capital 
braces for another bitterly cold 
spell from Sunday, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said Fri-
day there was no formal truce 
between the two countries.

He added that Russia had 
shifted to hitting Ukrainian 
logistics, after having bombed 
Ukraine’s roads and railways 
in recent days.

The Kremlin said President 
Vladimir Putin had accepted 
Trump’s request to stop bom-
barding Kyiv to create “favour-
able conditions” for peace talks.

In recent weeks, Russian 
strikes on energy infrastruc-
ture in Kyiv have left hundreds 
of thousands of people without 
heating for days on end at times 
as temperatures have dipped 
below minus 15 degrees Celsius.

“President Trump did indeed 
make a personal request to 
President Putin to refrain from 
striking Kyiv for a week until 

February 1 in order to create fa-
vourable conditions for negotia-
tions,” said Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov, confi rming that 
Putin had agreed.

Zelenskiy said Ukraine was 
ready to reciprocate, halting 
its attacks on Russian refi nery 
infrastructure, saying this was 
“an opportunity rather than an 
agreement.”

In a post on the Telegram 
app, Zelenskiy said there were 
no strikes on Ukrainian energy 
facilities overnight. In a sepa-
rate briefi ng with reporters, 
Zelenskiy said Ukrainian air 
defences had been left depleted 
because Kyiv’s European allies 
had delayed payments to the US 
under the PURL weapons pur-
chase programme. As a result, 
he said, US Patriot air defence 
missiles had not arrived ahead 
of heavy Russian airstrikes on 
Kyiv that knocked out power to 
swathes of the city this month.

 US military deployments expand 
amid tensions

 Trump said he planned to speak 
with Tehran

 Turkey offers to facilitate 
US-Iran dialogue

Iran rejects US demand

REUTERS

The Hague, Jan 30: Rohingya 
survivors of the 2017 military 
crackdown in Myanmar expect 
the International Court of Jus-
tice, the United Nations’ high-
est court, to rule the country 
committed genocide against 
them, they said Friday.

A judgment is expected in 
three-to-six months’ time fol-
lowing three weeks of hearings 
at the court in the Hague that is 
also known as the World Court.

The outcome of the case will 
have repercussions beyond 
Myanmar, including affecting 
South Africa’s genocide case 
at the court against Israel over 
the war in Gaza.

GAMBIA BROUGHT THE CASE
In their fi nal submissions 

this week, lawyers for Gam-
bia, a mainly Muslim country 
that brought the case, told the 
court that the only reasonable 
conclusion to be drawn from 
Myanmar’s conduct is that it 

intended to destroy the Ro-
hingya as a group.

Myanmar has denied accu-
sations of genocide and said 
the 2017 offensive that forced 
at least 730,000 Rohingya from 
their homes and into neigh-
bouring Bangladesh was a 
legitimate counterterrorist 
operation.

Speaking Friday on the side-

lines of a meeting of survivors 
of mass atrocities, Yousuf Ali, 
a 52-year-old Rohingya refugee 
who says he was tortured by the 
Myanmar military, said he be-
lieved the court would declare 
a genocide had been committed.

“The world has witnessed us 
suffering for so many years, 
how we were deported, how 
our homes were destroyed and 

we were killed,” he said.
A UN fact-fi nding mission 

concluded the offensive had 
included “genocidal acts” and 
survivors recounted killings, 
mass rape and arson.

At the international court, 
Myanmar’s lawyers said the 
fact-fi nding mission was bi-
ased and that its conclusions 
did not have the standard of 
proof needed for a fi nding of 
genocide.

Gambia’s Justice Minister 
Dawda Jallow asked the court 
to reject Myanmar’s arguments 
and said a judgment declaring 
genocide would help to break 
Myanmar’s “cycle of atrocities 
and impunities”.

Iran ready for ‘fair’ talks with US but not on defence capabilities

Russia halts strikes 
on Kyiv until Sunday

 Russia agrees to stop air 
attacks on Ukrainian energy 
installations until February 1

 Temperatures in Kyiv to drop 
to minus 26 degrees Celsius 
from Sunday

 US proposed de-escalation 
opportunity, no formal 
ceasefi re

GENOCIDE ALLEGATIONS

Rohingya survivors seek justice at UN court
•MYANMAR HAS DENIED 
GENOCIDE ALLEGATIONS

•JUDGMENTS ON AVERAGE TAKE 
SIX-TO-NINE MONTHS

•CASE WOULD LIKELY HAVE 
BEARINGS ON SOUTH AFRICA'S 
CASE AGAINST ISRAEL

Trump nominates 
Kevin Warsh as 
next Fed chair
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Jan 30: Presi-
dent Donald Trump said Friday 
that he will nominate former 
Federal Reserve offi cial Kevin 
Warsh to be the next chair of 
the Fed, a pick likely to result 
in sharp changes to the power-
ful agency that could bring it 
closer to the White House and 
reduce its longtime indepen-
dence from day-to-day politics.

Warsh would replace current 
chair Jerome Powell when his 
term expires in May. Trump 
chose Powell to lead the Fed in 
2017 but this year has relentless-
ly assailed him for not cutting 
interest rates quickly enough.

The appointment, which re-
quires Senate confi rmation, 
amounts to a return trip for 
Warsh, 55, who was a member 
of the Fed’s board from 2006 to 
2011. He was the youngest gov-
ernor in history when he was 
appointed at age 35. He is cur-
rently a fellow at the right-lean-
ing Hoover Institution and a 
lecturer at the Stanford Grad-
uate School of Business.

In some ways, Warsh is an un-
likely choice for the Republican 
president because he has long 
been a hawk in Fed parlance, or 
someone who typically supports 
higher interest rates to control 
infl ation. Trump has said the 
Fed's key rate should be as low 
as 1 per cent, far below its cur-
rent level of about 3.6 per cent, a 
stance few economists endorse.

During his time as governor, 
Warsh objected to some of the 
low-interest rate policies that 
the Fed pursued during and af-
ter the 2008-09 Great Recession. 
He also often expressed concern 
at that time that infl ation would 
soon accelerate, even though it 
remained at rock-bottom levels 
for many years after that reces-
sion ended. But more recently, 
however, in speeches and opin-
ion columns, Warsh has said he 
supports lower rates.

REUTERS

Geneva, Jan 30: The UN chief 
has told member states that the 
organisation is at risk of “immi-
nent fi nancial collapse”, citing 
unpaid fees and a budget rule 
that forces the global body to 
return unspent money, a letter 
seen by Reuters Friday showed.

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres has repeatedly 
spoken about the organisation’s 
worsening liquidity crisis but 
this is his starkest warning yet, 
and it comes as its main con-
tributor the United States is re-
treating from multilateralism 
on numerous fronts.

“The crisis is deepening, 
threatening programme deliv-
ery and risking fi nancial col-
lapse. And the situation will 
deteriorate further in the near 
future,” Guterres wrote in a 
letter to ambassadors dated 
January 28.

The US has slashed volun-
tary funding to UN agencies 
and refused to make mandato-
ry payments to its regular and 

peacekeeping budgets.
US President Donald Trump 

has described the UN as hav-
ing “great potential” but said 
it is not fulfi lling that, and he 
has launched a Board of Peace 
which some fear could under-
mine the older international 
body.

Founded in 1945, the UN has 
193 member states and works 
to maintain international peace 
and security, promote human 
rights, foster social and eco-
nomic development, and coor-
dinate humanitarian aid.

In his letter, Guterres said 
“decisions not to honour as-
sessed contributions that fi -
nance a signifi cant share of the 
approved regular budget have 
now been formally announced.”

He did not say which state or 
states he was referring to, and 
a UN spokesperson was not im-
mediately available for comment. 
Under UN rules, contributions 
depend on the size of the econo-
my of each member state. The US 
accounts for 22% of the core bud-
get followed by China with 20%.

Guterres warns of UN’s 
‘imminent fi nancial collapse’
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business
NSE IPO FINALLY GETS APPROVAL
Capital market regulator Sebi has granted a no-objection 
certifi cate to the National Stock Exchange (NSE) to move 
ahead with its long-awaited initial public offering (IPO), 
after a decade of delays caused by regulatory concerns 
and co-location controversy, a top exchange offi cial said 
Friday. The listing plans of the country's largest bourse, 
NSE, were on hold since 2016, when the exchange fi rst 
fi led draft offer documents to raise around `10,000 crore 
through an offer for sale by existing shareholders

FDI would come 
in if your private 
sector were 
also investing, 
but your private 
sector is not 
investing
RAGHURAM RAJAN | 
FORMER GOVERNOR, RBI

BoB Q3 net profi t 
inches up 4.39%
Mumbai: State-run Bank 
of Baroda Friday reported 
a 4.39 per cent increase in 
consolidated net profi t for 
the December quarter at 
`5,443 crore, helped by lower 
provisions as net interest 
margin compression held 
back core income growth. On 
a standalone basis, its net 
profi t grew to `5,055 crore 
as against `4,837 crore in the 
year-ago period. The core 
net interest income grew by 
just 0.1 per cent to `11,800 
crore despite a nearly 15 per 
cent growth in advances, as 
a 0.25 per cent compression 
in the net interest margin at 
2.79 per cent held back the 
number.

Nalco profi t rises 
2% to `1,595cr
New Delhi: State-owned 
Nalco Friday reported a 1.8 
per cent rise in consolidated 
profi t at `1,595.15 crore for 
the quarter ended December 
31, 2025, on higher revenues. 
The company had posted a 
profi t of `1,566.32 crore in 
the year-ago period, National 
Aluminium Company Ltd 
(Nalco) said in a regulatory 
fi ling. Consolidated revenue 
from operations in the 
December quarter increased 
to `4,730.95 crore, up 
from `4,662.22 crore in the 
year-ago period. However, 
the company's expenses 
during the quarter increased 
to `2,793.37 crore from 
`2,639.41 crore in the year-
ago period.

Google profi t fl at
New Delhi: Google India 
has posted a fl at profi t of 
`1,436.9 crore on standalone 
basis in the fi nancial year 
2025 due to decline in 
revenue and increase in 
employee and tax expenses, 
according to a regulatory 
document shared by market 
intelligence fi rm Tofl er. The 
company had posted a total 
profi t after tax of around 
`1,425 crore a year ago. The 
revenue from operations 
of Google India declined by 
3.2 per cent to `5,340 crore 
during the reported fi scal 
from `5,518 crore in FY24.

Facebook net zooms
New Delhi: Facebook India 
has posted around 28 per 
cent increase in standalone 
profi t at `647.45 crore 
for fi nancial year ended 
March 2025, according to 
the company's regulatory 
fi ling shared by Tofl er. The 
company had logged a profi t 
of `504.93 crore a year ago.

RESULTS CORNER

Budget 2026 
gives us the 
chance to cre-

ate a future-ready, 
competitive work-
force, strengthen 
supply chains, and 
position India as a global leader

RAVIKANTH YAMARTHY | 
CEO, LOGISTICS SECTOR SKILL COUNCIL

We are 
engaged in 
active dia-

logue with many 
developed nations 
(for free trade 
agreements)...We 
will soon close the FTA with Chile. 
It will open up critical minerals 
for us

PIYUSH GOYAL | 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

uoteu

In an increas-
ingly complex 
operating 

landscape, defi ned 
by evolving con-
sumer preferences, 
growing scale, an 
expanding product and powertrain 
portfolio, varying regulations 
across nearly 100 export markets, 
and an increasing focus on sustain-
ability, technology has become a 
strategic enabler

HISASHI TAKEUCHI | 
MD AND CEO, MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 30: Gold 
prices tumbled by `14,000 per 
10 grams and silver prices 
tanked by `20,000 per kg in the 
national capital Friday as in-
vestors booked heavy profi ts 
amid weak global trends and a 
rebound in the US dollar.

According to the marketmen, 
gold of 99.9 per cent purity 
plunged by `14,000, or 7.65 per 
cent, to `1,69,000 per 10 grams 
(inclusive of all taxes). The pre-
cious metal had hit an all-time 
high of `1,83,000 per 10 grams 
on Thursday, after rising by 
`12,000.

Silver tumbled by `20,000, or 
nearly 5 per cent, to `3,84,500 
per kilogram (inclusive of all 
taxes). The white metal had 
soared `19,500 to hit a record of 
`4,04,500 per kg in the previous 
market session.

"Gold and silver experi-
enced a signifi cant correc-
tion on Friday as investors 
moved to aggressively book 
profi ts following a recent re-
cord-breaking rally. This de-
cline was mainly fuelled by 
the heavy liquidation of long 

positions by large institutional 
players, who sought to secure 
gains after a strong multi-ses-
sion advance," Saumil Gandhi, 
Senior Analyst - Commodities 
at HDFC Securities, said.

He added that a recovery in 
the US dollar placed further 
pressure on bullion. "From 
a technical standpoint, both 
gold and silver had been 
trading in overbought terri-
tory over the past several ses-
sions, heightening the risk of 
a corrective move."

The combination of stretched 

technical conditions, institu-
tional profi t-taking, and a re-
covery in the US dollar that is 
likely to continue adds pressure 
on bullion in the short term, 
Gandhi said.

In the international mar-
ket, spot gold was trading 5.31 
per cent lower, or $285.30, to 
$5,087.73 per ounce. The yel-
low metal tumbled by $425.86, 
or 7.92 per cent, to hit an intra-
day low of $4,945.26 per ounce.

"Gold slipped below $5,100 
per ounce and silver dipped 
below USD 105 per ounce amid 

continued profi t-taking amid 
Trump and Senate Democrats 
have reached a tentative deal 
to avoid a US government shut-
down, weighing on safe-haven 
assets," Kaynat Chainwala, 
AVP Commodity Research, 
Kotak Securities, said.

On Thursday, gold touched a 
new record of $5,595.02 before 
settling at $5,371.12 per ounce.

Spot silver also dropped 
$14, or 12.09 per cent, to 
$101.47 per ounce, after fall-
ing as much as 17.5 per cent in 
the intraday trade $95.26 per 
ounce in the overseas trade. 
On Thursday, it hit a fresh 
peak of $121.45 per ounce.

METALS MELTDOWN

Bullions sink on profi t-taking
A few factors have led 
to the sharp correction 
in the prices of gold 

and silver. After the vertical 
increase in the prices of both 
bullions, there seems to be 
some profi t booking glob-
ally. There were no support 
prices established at higher 
levels due to this parabolic 
rise, so the correction has 
been steep
VIJAY KUPPA | CEO, INCRED MONEY

Gold plunges by `14K to `1,69,000 per 10 grams Silver tanks by `20K to `3,84,500 per kilogram

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 30: The Cen-
tre's fi scal defi cit at the end of 
December stood at `8.55 lakh 
crore, or 54.5 per cent of the an-
nual budget target for 2025-26, 
compared to 56.7 per cent in the 
year-ago period, government 
data released Friday showed.

The Centre estimates the fi s-
cal defi cit (the gap between ex-
penditure and revenue) during 
2025-26 at 4.4 per cent of GDP, or 
`15.69 lakh crore.

According to data released 
by the Controller General of 
Accounts (CGA), the central 
government received `25.25 
lakh crore or 72.2 per cent of 
the corresponding budget es-
timates (BE) of 2025-26 of total 
receipts up to December 2025.

It comprised `19.39 lakh crore 
of tax revenue (net to Centre), 
`5.39 lakh crore of non-tax rev-
enue, and `46,047 crore of non-
debt capital receipts.

The CGA data showed that 
`10.38 lakh crore was trans-
ferred to states as devolution 
of share of taxes by the central 
government during April-De-
cember, which is `1.37 lakh 
crore higher than the year-ago 
period.

Total expenditure incurred 
by the central government was 
`33.8 lakh crore (66.7 per cent of 
the corresponding BE 2025-26), 
out of which `25.93 lakh crore 
was on the revenue account and 
`7.87 lakh crore on the capital 
account. Out of the total rev-
enue expenditure, `9.11 lakh 
crore was on account of interest 
payments and `3.17 lakh crore 
on major subsidies.

Centre’s fi scal defi cit 
at 54.5% of FY target

REUTERS

Mumbai, Jan 30: Indian eq-
uity benchmarks logged their 
biggest monthly loss in nearly 
a year, as lingering uncertainty 
over US trade policy and a sub-
dued earnings season triggered 
sustained foreign selling ahead 
of the federal budget Sunday.

The Nifty 50 lost 3.1% to 
25,320.65 and the BSE Sensex 
lost 3.5% to 82,269.78, marking 
their steepest monthly drop 
since February 2025.

On the day, the two bench-
marks slipped 0.4% each.

Foreign investors sold $4 bil-
lion worth of domestic equities 
this month, which also pushed 
the rupee to fresh record low.

"Earnings have been anae-
mic and there is little for 
foreign investors to get ex-
cited about at current valua-
tions, especially when other 
North Asian markets offer 

better value and exposure to 
themes such as artificial in-
telligence," said Sat Duhra, 
portfolio manager at Janus 
Henderson Investors.

The US tariff impasse has 
further dampened risk appetite, 

Duhra said.
Broader Asian markets 

gained 9.4% in January. Eleven 
of the 16 major sectors logged 
monthly losses.

Fast-moving consumer goods 
lost 7.7%. Cigarette maker ITC fell 

20.1%, posting its worst monthly 
drop in more than 25 years, on 
worries of a hit to future earnings 
from excise duty on cigarettes ef-
fective February 1.

The broader small-caps and 
mid-caps fell 4.7% and 3.4%, 

respectively.
Investors now turn to the fed-

eral budget for cues on growth 
support from government capex 
and fi scal discipline. Markets 
expect higher defence spend-
ing to bolster local production 
as well as targeted support for 
export-oriented sectors hit by 
US tariff headwinds.

Index heavyweight Reliance 
Industries fell 11.1% in Janu-
ary, posting its worst perfor-
mance in about six years after 
missing December quarter prof-
it expectations on muted retail 
segment growth.

On the day, metals slipped 
5.2%, the biggest percentage 
loser among sub-indexes, as 
profi t-taking set in. However, 
the index has gained 5.9% in 
January, driven by curbs on 
some Chinese steel imports and 
a spike in global prices.

BUDGET 
AHEAD Indices log steep monthly loss in nearly a yr

Stock markets snap 3-day rally 
on intense selling in metal, IT 

stocks 

India's equity markets are set to 
trade Sunday in a special session

Nifty, Sensex fall over 3%, 
mark steepest monthly 

drop since February 2025

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30:  Ba-
jaj Auto Ltd, the world’s most 
valuable two-wheeler and 
three-wheeler manufactur-
er, has offi cially commenced 
retail sales of its all-new elec-
tric scooter, the Chetak C25, 
across India, including at its 
showroom in Bhubaneswar. 
Following an impactful nation-
al unveiling earlier this week, 
the new model has already gen-
erated strong customer interest 
across key markets.

To mark the enthusiastic re-
sponse, Bajaj has announced a 
limited-period early-bird ben-
efi t of `4,299 for the fi rst 10,000 
customers pan India. Priced at 
`91,399 (ex-showroom Delhi), 
the Chetak C25 is now available 
at an effective ex-showroom 
price of `74,600, inclusive of 
state subsidies and applicable 
central government schemes.

The Bhubaneswar launch 
event was attended by senior 
representatives from Bajaj 
Auto and its authorised dealer 
partner, including Rashit Mal-
hotra, ASM (Sales), Bajaj Auto, 
Mansur Baksh, Managing Di-
rector, MSB Automotive, and 
Saheera Banu, Director, MSB 
Automotive.

Sales of the Chetak C25 have 
commenced from Friday, with 
deliveries and showroom roll-

outs underway across major 
cities. The early-bird offer 
has been introduced to make 
the new electric scooter even 
more accessible for customers 
seeking convenient, indepen-
dent and sustainable urban 
mobility.

Designed specifi cally for 
everyday city riding, the Che-
tak C25 brings a youthful and 
contemporary character to 
the iconic Chetak brand while 
staying true to its core values of 
solidity, sturdiness and reliabil-
ity. The scooter features a pre-
mium all-metal body, clean mo-
no-body design and vibrant co-
lour options, giving it a refi ned 
yet modern road presence. Its 
compact proportions and agile 
handling make it well-suited for 
congested urban environments.

Powering the Chetak C25 is 

a 2.5 kWh battery, offering a 
certifi ed range of up to 113 km, 
aligned with typical daily com-
muting needs. Practicality is 
further enhanced with a 25-litre 
under-seat boot, while features 
such as hill-hold assist, guide-
me-home lighting and disc 
brakes add to rider confi dence 
and everyday ease of use.

With the introduction of 
the C25, Bajaj Auto now offers 
a complete Chetak portfolio 
alongside the existing 35 and 30 
Series, catering to a wide spec-
trum of urban mobility require-
ments. Backed by Chetak’s ex-
panding service network, the 
C25 combines compact agility 
with trusted durability, mak-
ing it an attractive option for 
fi rst-time EV buyers as well as 
households looking to add a sec-
ond scooter for daily city travel.

All-new Bajaj Chetak C25 rolls 
out in City with early-bird offer

POST NEWS NETWORK

Ranchi, Jan 30: A fare-
well-cum-honour ceremony 
was organised at the institute’s 
Mayuri Hall Thursday to mark 
the retirement of fi ve members 
of the Central Mine Planning 
and Design Institute (CMPDI) 
family. 

Those honoured included 
Om Prakash (Chief Medical 
Offi cer), Mamta Gupta (UDC), 
Amita Mehta (UDC), Dinesh 
Kujur (Coal Sampling Techni-
cian) and Bhola Ram.

On the occasion, CMPDI 
Chairman-cum-Managing 
Director Chaudhary Shivraj 
Singh, Director (Technical/
CRD) Shankar Nagachari, Di-
rector (Technical/ES) Rajiv 
Kumar Sinha, Director (Techni-

cal/RD&T) Nripendra Nath and 
Chief Vigilance Offi cer Pankaj 
Kumar jointly honoured the 
retiring employees on behalf 
of the company by presenting 
them with saplings, citations, 
mementoes and shawls. They 
lauded the contributions of 
the retirees and wished them 
a bright future, good health, 
happiness and a long life.

Union representatives 
Satish Kumar Singh, Pralay 
Bhattacharjee, Souvik Bhu-
shan Dev and Tuklal, along 
with CMOAI representative 
Ram Swaroop Khileri, also 
shared their views on the oc-
casion. The welcome address, 
stage management and vote 
of thanks were delivered by 
Deputy Manager (Offi cial Lan-
guage) Abhay Mishra.

Five retired members 
of CMPDI honoured

Forex kitty jumps by 
$8bn to new all-time 
high of $709.413bn
Mumbai: India's forex reserves jumped 
by $8.053 billion to an all-time high 
of $709.413 billion during the week 
ended January 23, the RBI said Friday. 
In the previous reporting week, the 
forex kitty had jumped by $14.167 
billion to $701.36 billion. The reserves 
had touched an all-time high of 
$704.89 billion in September 2024, 
but had been under pressure lately, 
especially as the currency buffers got 
deployed to check undue volatilities 
in the rupee amid sharp deprecia-
tion. During the week ended January 
23, foreign currency assets, a major 
component of the reserves, jumped 
by $2.367 billion to $562.885 billion, 
the data released by the central bank 
showed. Expressed in dollar terms, 
the foreign currency assets include 
the effects of appreciation or depre-
ciation of non-US units, such as the 
euro, pound, and yen, held in the for-
eign exchange reserves. Value of the 
gold reserves jumped by $5.635 billion 
to $123.088 billion during the week, 
the RBI said. The Special Drawing 
Rights (SDRs) were up by $33 million 
to $18.737 billion, the apex bank said. 
India's reserve position with the IMF 
was also up by $18 million to $4.703 
billion in the reporting week, accord-
ing to the apex bank's data.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, Jan 30: The rupee 
Friday hit its record low of 92.02 
before ending 6 paise higher at 
91.93 against the US dollar amid 
a fi rm American currency and 
geopolitical uncertainties.

Forex traders said a nega-
tive trend in domestic equities 
weighed on investor sentiment 
and capped gains in the domes-
tic currency.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange, the rupee opened 
strong at 91.89 and further 
strengthened to 91.82 against 
the greenback. However, it 
weakened later in the session 
to touch its lowest-ever level of 
92.02 before ending at 91.93, reg-
istering a gain of 6 paise from 
the previous closing level.

On Thursday, the rupee end-
ed fl at at its lowest level of 91.99 
against the dollar. The currency 
recorded its previous lowest lev-
el of 92 a dollar on January 23.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, 
which gauges the greenback's 
strength against a basket of six 
currencies, was trading 0.45 per 
cent higher at 96.57.

Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, was trading 0.96 
per cent lower at USD 70.03 per 
barrel in futures trade.

On the domestic equity mar-

ket front, Sensex declined 296.59 
points or 0.36 per cent to settle 
at 82,269.78, while the Nifty fell 
98.25 points or 0.39 per cent to 
25,320.65.

Foreign institutional inves-
tors turned net buyers and pur-
chased equities worth `2,251.37 
crore on Friday, according to 
exchange data.

` hits intraday record 
low of 92.02 against $

Indian rupee recovered 
from all-time lows on 
an overnight decline in 

crude oil and commodity 
prices. However, recovery 
in the US dollar index and 
FII outfl ows capped sharp 
gains. The dollar index rose 
after Donald Trump said that 
he would announce his nom-
inee to head the US Federal 
Reserve
ANUJ CHOUDHARY | RESEARCH ANALYST, 
MIRAE ASSET SHAREKHAN
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 30: Over 
300 players from 24 teams will 
be in action at the inaugural 
edition of the two-day ASMI-
TA Rugby League-National for 
women starting Saturday at the 
Kalinga Stadium here.

The tournament is being held 
under the Sports Authority of 
India's ASMITA initiative, a 
fl agship programme under the 
Khelo India scheme for wom-
en's sports. The Indian Rugby 
Football Union is organising it 
with the support of the Depart-
ment of Sports and Youth Ser-
vices (DSYS), Government of 
Odisha, and the Odisha Rugby 
Football Association.

The league marks the cul-
mination of a six-month-long, 
multi-tiered competitive struc-
ture aimed at strengthening 
women's rugby pathways across 
the country. The league will fea-
ture the top eight state teams, 
which have qualifi ed through 

Rugby India's Senior, Junior 
(U18), and Sub-Junior (U15) 
National Rugby Sevens Cham-
pionships (2025-26).

In total, 24 teams comprising 
336 players and team offi cials 
will participate, making it one 
of the largest women's rugby 
events conducted in the coun-
try, the SAI said in a statement.

The SAI stated that during 
the current season, 49 city-level 
ASMITA leagues and two zon-
al leagues have been conducted 

across the country, with partic-
ipation from over 8,771 athletes 
across 858 teams.

"ASMITA has emerged as one 
of the most impactful women's 
sports initiatives in the coun-
try. The scale of participation 
we've seen this year - from city 
leagues to zonal competitions; 
shows how deeply the pro-
gramme is resonating on the 
ground," Rahul Bose, President 
of the Indian Rugby Football 
Union, said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 

30: Sanju Samson would expect 
passionate home support to lift 
his game even as India fret over 
Axar Patel's fi tness when they 
wind up their T20 World Cup 
preparations in the fi fth and fi nal 
T20 International against New 
Zealand here Saturday.

India were in experimental 
mode in the fourth T20I at Vi-
sakhapatnam, sticking to fi ve 
front-line bowlers without resort-
ing to all-rounders Hardik Pandya 
and Shivam Dube. The plan didn't 
yield the desired result as the 
hosts lost even though the result 
does not alter the series outcome, 
which India has already sealed.

As has been the case through 
this series, the bowling depart-
ment might see some shake-up 
again and the management could 
give a chance to mystery spinner 
Varun Chakravarthy after rest-
ing him from the previous two 
matches. The batting department 
might not see too many changes, 

but the management will keep an 
eye on Samson. A free-fl owing 
batsman, Samson now appears 
to be holding the weight of the 
world on his shoulders.

A laden back-foot, and improp-
er bat swing might require some 
deep correction ahead of the ICC 
showpiece starting February 7.

Since Samson is a contender 
for the pivotal opening slot at the 
marquee event, the lean patch 
cannot be allowed to enter a ter-
minal phase.

But in his home town, backed 
by adoring fans, Samson might 
just fi nd the lost rhythm.

That he is a superstar in this 
part of the country was evident 
from a video that the BCCI shared 
after the team's arrival.

Skipper Suryakumar Yadav 
was seen playfully clearing the 
way for 'Chetta' (elder brother) at 
the airport exit where hundreds 
of fans had lined up to catch the 
glimpse of the local favourite and 
his teammates.

Beyond the individual sce-
narios, there are team goals to 
be achieved. In modern cricket, 
turnaround time between match-
es or series is quite tight, and India 
will play their fi rst game of the T20 
World Cup February 7 in Mumbai.

Men in Blue target 
series fi nale win

5TH T20I

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pokhara (Nepal), Jan 30: 

The Indian U17 women's team 
will play their first match in 
the SAFF U19 Women's Cham-
pionship 2026 against hosts 
Nepal at the Pokhara Rangas-
ala Stadium here Saturday.

Led by new head coach Pame-
la Conti, the U17 team is using 
this higher-age group tourna-
ment as part of its preparations 
for the AFC U17 Women's Asian 
Cup that will be held in China 
from April 30.

At the pre-competition press 
conference, Conti expressed her 
excitement ahead of her fi rst 
tournament with the Young Ti-

gresses. "We are happy to be here 
in Nepal. I've been with the team 
for almost a week now, and we've 
had good training in Anantapur 

(Andhra Pradesh). We have a 
young squad as we are U17, and 
we'll compete against older girls.

Out of the 23 players in the 

SAFF U19 Women's Champion-
ship, 19 were part of the squad 
that qualifi ed for the AFC U17 
Women's Asian Cup under 
Joakim Alexandersson in Kyr-
gyz Republic last year.

For the four new players -- 
goalkeeper Shelna Maria Sajit, 
defender Akashi Naik, and mid-
fi elders Alva Devi Senjam and 
Redima Devi Chingkhamayum -- 
it will mark their debut for India 
in an international tournament. 
The four-team tournament will 
be played in a round-robin for-
mat, followed by a fi nal between 
the top-two teams February 7.

After Nepal, India will face 
Bangladesh February 2 and 
Bhutan February.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangkok, Jan 30: India's De-
vika Sihag pulled off a big up-
set at the Thailand Masters Su-
per 300 badminton tournament, 
stunning home favourite and 
top seed Supanida Katethong 
in straight games to reach the 
women's singles semifi nals 
here Friday.

The 20-year-old unseeded In-
dian, who claimed her maiden 
BWF International Challenge 
title at the Malaysia Interna-
tional last year, kept her com-
posure to seal a 21-19 21-18 vic-
tory in the quarterfi nals that 
lasted just 40 minutes.

The world No 63 will face 
fifth seed Huang Yu-Hsun of 
Chinese Taipei next.

Devika has been steadily 
building momentum on the 
circuit. In August 2025, she 
won Malaysia International, 
beating compatriot Isharani 

Baruah in the final.
She was also part of the 

Indian mixed team that won 
a bronze medal at the 2025 
World University Games.

Last season, Devika fin-
ished runner-up at the Indo-
nesia Masters Super 100 and 
reached four finals in 2024, 
winning titles at the Swed-
ish Open and Portugal In-
ternational, while finishing 
second-best at the Estonian 
International and Dutch In-
ternational.

Young tigresses to battle older girls 

DEVIKA ENTERS SF, 
STUNS SUPANIDA

THAILAND MASTERS

J'khand enjoy 
slight edge 
over Odisha
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jamshedpur, Jan 30: Opener 
Shikhar Mohan made a stroke-
ful 80 off 91 balls which was laced 
with 14 boundaries and one six 
to take Jharkhand to 244 for 6 in 
reply to Odisha's 282 all out in 
Ranji Trophy here Friday.

Besides Mohan, wicket-keep-
er Kumar Kushagra (47), skip-
per Virat Singh (32) and Robin 
Minz (37 not out) also made use-
ful contributions with the bat.

Right-arm fast bowler Rajesh 
Mohanty (237) picked up two 
wickets for Odisha.

Earlier resuming at the over-
night score of 241 for 6, Odisha fi n-
ished at 282 with opener Swastik 
Samal (79) and Govinda Poddar (64) 
making signifi cant contributions. 

Brief scores: Odisha 282 
all out in 104.5 overs (Swas-
tik Samal 79, Govinda Poddar 
64; Saurabh Shekhar 3/43) vs 
Jharkhand 244 for 6 in 67 overs 
(Shikhar Mohan 80; Sayed Tu-
fayl Ahmad 3/73).

SAFF U19 WOMEN'S C'SHIP

ASMITA Rugby League-Nat’l 
for women kicks off in City

Samson's form, Axar's 
fi tness concerns for India 

against NZ

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

New Delhi, Jan 30: The 
uncertainty surrounding Pa-
kistan’s participation in the 
ICC T20 World Cup 2026 has 
sparked widespread trolling 
on social media, with Iceland 
and Uganda Cricket leading 
the charge with humorous 
posts on replacing Pakistan 
that quickly went viral. 

The situation arose after 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
chairman Mohsin Naqvi cast 
doubts over the team’s partic-
ipation in the global event, 
citing support for Bangla-
desh, who were replaced by 
Scotland in the tournament 

lineup.
Bangladesh had earlier ap-

pealed to the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) to relo-
cate their matches from India 
to Sri Lanka, citing security 
concerns. 

However, the global body 
rejected the request, result-
ing in Bangladesh’s exclusion 
from the competition.

Amid the uncertainty, Ice-
land Cricket took a tongue-in-
cheek swipe at the PCB, jok-
ing that they were prepared 
to step in should Pakistan 
withdraw from the tourna-
ment.

“We really need Pakistan 
to decide soon upon their par-

ticipation in the T20 WC. We 
are ready to take off as soon 

as they pull out on 2nd Feb, 
but the flight schedule is a lo-

gistical nightmare to get us 
to Colombo in good time for 
7th Feb. Our opening bat is an 
insomniac!” Iceland Cricket 
wrote on X.

Iceland Cricket later an-
nounced its “withdrawal” 
from contention, explaining 
that its players were ama-
teurs with full-time profes-
sions and could not suddenly 
travel across the world. 

The post cited bakers, ship 
captains and bankers among 
the squad and concluded, 
“Our loss is likely Uganda’s 
gain.”

Soon after, Uganda Cricket 
joined the banter with a witty 
post on Thursday, declaring 

its readiness to step in if an 
opportunity arose.

“If a T20 World Cup seat 
opens, Uganda is ready, 
packed, and padded. Pass-
ports warm (not ice). No 
bakers leaving ovens or 
ships U-turning. Heat, noise, 
pressure? We’ll bring the 
bold kit,” Uganda Cricket 
wrote.

Despite announcing its 
squad for the T20 World Cup, 
Pakistan’s participation re-
mains uncertain.

 PCB chief Naqvi has also 
met Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif to discuss the matter, 
with a final decision expected 
by Friday or Monday.

REUTERS

Melbourne, Jan 30: Novak 
Djokovic channelled his halcy-
on days in a fi ve-set classic to 
dethrone Jannik Sinner and 
become the oldest man to reach 
the Australian Open fi nal in the 
professional era at a rocking 
Rod Laver Arena.

Four months before his 39th 
birthday, Djokovic showed he 
remains unbeatable on his day 
as he sent the double defending 
champion packing with a 3-6 6-3 
4-6 6-4 6-4 win completed in the 
early hours of Saturday morn-
ing.

"It feels surreal to be hon-
est playing over four hours," 
Djokovic said on court. "I was 
reminiscing in 2012 when I 
played Rafa (Nadal) in the fi nal, 
that was six hours almost. The 
level of intensity and quality 
was high (against Sinner) and 
that was the only way to have 
a chance to win. He won the 
last fi ve matches against me, 
he had my mobile number, so 
I had to change my number to-
night. Jokes aside I said at the 
net: 'Thanks for allowing me at 
least one'. Tremendous respect, 
an incredible player. He pushed 
me to the limit, so he deserves 
applause for his performance."

Djokovic will meet world 
number one Carlos Alcaraz in 
Sunday's decider, the Spaniard 
having fought off Alexander 
Zverev in the longest Australian 
Open semi-fi nal.

Eighteen years after his fi rst 

Melbourne crown, Djokovic 
will strive for a record-extend-
ing 11th against Alcaraz and the 
unprecedented 25th Grand Slam 
title that has eluded him.

Djokovic needed incredible 
fortune to reach the semi-fi nals, 
with his quarter-fi nal opponent 
Lorenzo Musetti retiring injured 
after taking the fi rst two sets.

The Serb enjoyed a walkover 
in the fourth round as well, 
when Jakub Mensik pulled out.

But it was hard work and men-
tal toughness that got Djokovic 
over the line against Sinner, a 
player who had beaten him in 
their previous fi ve matches.

Serving for the match at 5-4, 
Djokovic summoned the grit 
and champion spirit of 20 years 
at the top, setting up two match 
points with a forehand winner 
down the line.

Sinner saved both but fi nally 
fi red a backhand wide to con-
cede, leaving Djokovic to throw 
away his racket, get down on 
his knees and cross his chest in 
thanks to the tennis gods.

Grueling Alcaraz vs Zverev clash

Carlos Alcaraz fought 
through a leg issue to deliver a 
6-4, 7-6(5), 6-7(3), 6-7(4), 7-5 win 
over Alexander Zverev Friday 
and reach his fi rst Australian 
Open fi nal, the Spaniard some-
how managing to keep his ca-
reer Grand Slam bid alive.

The 22-year-old looked con-
cerned and was barely able to 
move after experiencing the is-
sue at 4-4 in the third set, which 
he lost in a tiebreak, and he 
relied on his ball-striking and 
placement to land winners and 
prolong the contest.

Alcaraz continued to battle 
away, seeing off Zverev in the 
decider and will aim to recover 

for a meeting with either Novak 
Djokovic or Jannik Sinner in 
Sunday's title clash, where a 
victory will see him complete 
his set of majors.

No stranger to epic fi ve-setters 
on the big stage after his French 
Open fi nal win over Sinner last 
year, Alcaraz said belief was the 
key to prevailing in the longest 
Australian Open semi-fi nal at 
fi ve hours and 27 minutes.

"I always say that you have 
to believe in yourself no matter 
what you're struggling," Alcaraz 
said. "I was struggling in the 
middle of the third set. Physical-
ly it was one of the most demand-
ing matches I have ever played 
in my short career, I would say.

"But, I've been in this kind of 
situation, this kind of match be-
fore. I had to put my heart into 
the match. I did it, I fought until 
the last ball... I'm extremely proud 
of the way that I fought, the way 
that I came back in the fi fth set."

Vintage Djoko meets prodigy Alcaraz 
AUSTRALIAN OPEN Gadecki, Peers 

defend crown
Australia's Olivia Gadecki 

and John Peers became 
the fi rst pair in 37 years 
to successfully defend the 
Australian Open mixed doubles 
title Friday, defeating French 
duo Kristina Mladenovic and 
Manuel Guinard 4-6 6-3 10-8 in 
a thrilling fi nal. The wildcard 
pairing became the fi rst team 
since Jana Novotna and Jim 
Pugh in 1989 to retain the 
crown and the fi rst Australian 
pair to do so since Margaret 
Court and Ken Fletcher 62 years 
ago. "I can't believe we're 
in this position right now," 
said Gadecki after claiming 
her second Grand Slam title 
alongside Peers, who secured 
his fourth. "To hold the trophy 
again this year is incredible. I 
knew we could do it, but I didn't 
think we could really do it."

History in making 
 Djokovic dethrones Sinner, 

becomes oldest man to reach 
fi nals at 38

Alcaraz beats Zverev in 
longest SF ever to enter fi rst 
fi nal, eyes career Grand Slam 

T20 
WC Participation uncertainty: Iceland, Uganda troll Pak

Hockey coach Fulton 
offered to quit post
defending Manpreet 
but HI had last word
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 30: Veteran 
mid-fi elder Manpreet Singh's 
omission from India's core 
hockey probables on disci-
plinary grounds was vehement-
ly opposed by chief coach Craig 
Fulton, who had threatened to 
resign before being persuaded 
to continue by Hockey India, 
a well-placed source told PTI 
Friday.

It is reliably learnt that Ful-
ton considered the push to sack 
Manpreet from the February 1 
to 7 camp for 33 core probables 
in Rourkela as "external inter-
ference".

The two-time Olympic 
bronze-medallist was dropped 
from core probables for the fi rst 
time in 15 years after it came 
to light that he had indulged in 
the abuse of a recreational drug 
during the tour of South Africa 
in December last year.

In the meeting to decide 
the probables, Fulton was left 
"disturbed" after Hockey India 
President Dilip Tirkey, secre-
tary general Bhola Nath Singh 
and chief selector RP Singh 
collectively conveyed that Man-
preet ought to be omitted.

"Fulton argued from the 
point of Manpreet being a 
mentor to younger players. 
But on that, Dilip said players 
will learn from other seniors. A 
few players were unhappy with 
the way HI behaved with Man-
preet," the source said.


