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Latecomer student
slaps teacher, brings
mob to threaten her

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Panchmahal, Feb 7: A mild
reprimand for arriving late
for a Class XII preliminary test
triggered an outburst of anger
in a student who allegedly
slapped the woman invigila-
tor, for “daring” to question
his behaviour in Panchmahal
district.

Later, the student returned to
the premises of the school with
his father and a group of peo-
ple, and allegedly threatened
to harm the teacher who lives
alone, police said. Amid an out-
rage after CCTV footage of the
January 24 slapping incident
went viral, police paraded the ac-
cused in public, an official said.

Police Inspector Ankur
Chaudhary, however, said
the police “reconstructed” the
crime to understand the se-
quence of events, leading to the
incident which occurred Janu-
ary 24 at SJ Dave High School
in Shehra town, Panchmahal
district. An FIR was registered
February 3.

The 18-year-old was subse-
quently arrested and produced
in a court, which released him
on bail Friday, said Chaudhary.

Police said the student, iden-
tified as Mohammed Khan
Ansari, reported late for the
second preliminary test for
Class XII January 24. When the
female invigilator questioned
the reason, he allegedly retort-
ed, saying, “No one asks me
anything at home, so who are
you to question me?”

He slapped the teacher, pushed

- her, and fled the classroom.

The incident was captured
on a CCTV camera, police said,
adding that the father of the ac-
cused apologised to the teacher
and the in-charge principal, Vi-
pul Pathak, on the same day.

However, January 27, the
student returned to the school
premises along with his father
and a group of 15 to 20 people. He
allegedly told the teacher that she
lived alone in the town and threat-
ened to harm her, police said.

RAJASTHAN FARMER
KILLS LEOPARD WITH
AXE IN SELF-DEFENCE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, Feb 7: A farmer Satur-
day Kkilled a leopard with an axe
after the animal attacked him
in Rajasthan’s Kotputli-Behror
district, officials said.

The incident occurred in
Kharkadi village under the
Narayanpur area. The injured
farmer has been admitted to a
government hospital in Alwar.

According to villagers, Shra-
van Gurjar, 48, had gone to his
field to collect fodder for his
goats. While he was cutting tree
branches, a leopard hiding in
the nearby bushes attacked him.

The farmer sustained serious
injuries after being clawed and
bitten by the animal. During
the struggle, he struck the fe-
line on the head with an axe
in an attempt to save himself,
killing it on the spot, they said.
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SIMMERING DISCONTENT: Members of the Kuki Students Organisation Delhi & NCR stage a protest at Jantar Mantar demanding justice, rehabilitation and accountability for victims of ethnic
violence in Manipur and that Kuki-Zo MLAs be involved in government formation only thereafter, in New Delhi, Saturday

India, US unvell interim trade pact

FARMER OUTFITS CALL FOR PROTESTS

New Delhi: Several farmer organisations, including SKM, its non-
political breakaway faction and AIKS, criticised the India-US trade deal
Saturday and said protests against it will be held across the country. In
a statement issued here Saturday, the Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM)
alleged that the proposed interim trade agreement framework between
India and the United States amounted to a “total surrender” of Indian
agriculture to American multinational corporations and demanded the
immediate resignation of Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal. Addressing
an online press conference, SKM leaders said protests would be held
across the country in villages, and they would burn effigies of US
President Donald Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The SKM
also extended its support to the February 12 general strike. All India
Kisan Sabha (AIKS) leader Krishna Prasad said the trade deal will have
a deep impact on the agriculture sector by opening market for items
like dried distillers’ grains, red sorghum for animal feed and soybean
oil, and also claimed it would impact the dairy sector.

The India-US interim trade
pact signals a thaw in a rela-
tionship marred by punitive
tariffs imposed on New Delhi
by the Trump administration.
For India, this pact indicates
improved access to the country’s
biggest exports market, the US.
On the other hand, for the US, the
deal offers a foothold in India’s
fast growing consumer market
and leverage in industrial and
agriculture goods as India would
eliminate or reduce tariffs on all
American industrial goods and a
wide range of food and agricul-
tural products. This leaves un-
answered questions on whether
Indian farmers and small man-
ufacturers will have to bear the
cost of “strategic” concession

AGENCIES

Washington/New Delhi, Feb
7: The United States and India
moved closer to a trade pact
Saturday, releasing an inter-
im framework that would low-
er tariffs, reshape energy ties
and deepen economic coopera-
tion as both countries seek to
realign global supply chains.

The framework reaffirms a
commitment to negotiations
toward a broader bilateral
trade agreement, the two gov-
ernments said in a joint state-
ment, while noting that further
negotiations were needed to
complete the pact.

Separately, US President

Donald Trump in an executive
order removed the additional
25% tariff imposed on Indian
goods for Russian oil purchas-
es as New Delhi “committed to
stop directly or indirectly im-
porting” Russian oil.

However, US officials will
monitor and recommend re-
instating the tariff if India re-
sumes oil procurement from
Russia, the order said.

The joint statement did not
mention India’s Russian oil
purchases or a formal pledge
from India to confirm the move.

The statement indicated that
New Delhi resisted Washing-
ton’s push to broadly open its
agricultural market.

Trade Minister Piyush Goyal
said the agreement safeguards
farmers’ interests and rural
livelihoods by “completely pro-
tecting sensitive agricultural
and dairy products.” Imports
of genetically modified agri-
cultural products would not be
directly allowed as there was
no such provision in the pact,
while fruits like apples would
allowed under a tariff quota, he

said at a press briefing.

The joint statement confirms
that India will purchase $500
billion in US goods over a five-
year period, including oil, gas,
coking coal, aircraft and air-
craft parts, precious metals,
and technology products. The
last category includes graphics
processing units, typically used
for Al applications, and other
goods used in data centers.

It said India would eliminate or
reduce tariffs on all US industrial
goods and a wide range of US food
and agricultural products, includ-
ing dried distillers’ grains and red
sorghum for animal feed, tree
nuts, fresh and processed fruit,
soybean oil, wine and spirits.

But the deal will apply an
18% tariff rate on most imports

to the US from India, including
textiles and apparel, leather
and footwear, plastic and rub-
ber, organic chemicals, home
decor, artisanal products and
certain machinery.

Goyal hailed the framework
agreement as opening a market
worth $30 trillion - the US an-
nual GDP - to Indian exporters,
especially farmers, fishermen,
and micro and small-to-medium
enterprises. India also agreed to
address longstanding non-tariff
barriers on imports of agricul-
tural products, medical devic-
es and communications gear,
with negotiations to be com-
pleted within six months on an
agreement to accept US or in-
ternational safety and licensing
standards for product imports.

PTI PHOTO

51 Naxalites with
¥1.61cr reward

lay down arms

AGENCIES

Sukma/Malkangiri, Feb 7:
As many as 51 Naxalites, carry-
ing a collective bounty of ¥1.61
crore, surrendered before the
police in two districts under
the Bastar division Saturday, a
senior officer said. The surren-
dered cadres include 34 women.

Inspector General of Police,
Bastar Range, Sundarraj Pat-
tilingam said 30 cadres, includ-
ing 20 women, surrendered in
Bijapur district, while 21 others,
including 14 female members,
joined the mainstream in neigh-
bouring Sukma district under
the “Poona Margem” rehabilita-
tion initiative of Bastar Police.

Among the 30 cadres, Boti Podi-
yam alias Malla (23), a platoon party
committee member, and Sukhram
Madkam (24), and Reena Punem
(25), both party members of differ-
ent companies of Maoists, carried
areward of T8 lakh each, he said.

Five others carried a bounty of
%5 lakh each, 14 Naxalites carried
areward of¥21akh each, and eight
others a reward of ¥1 lakh each.
The 30 cadres carried a collective
reward of 85 lakh, he added.

In Sukma, 21 cadres of the
Darbha division, south Bastar
division, and Kalahandi-Kand-
hamal-Boudh-Nayagarh divi-
sion (Odisha) of Maoists turned
themselves in before senior po-
lice and CRPF officers.

CM launches roadmap
for new economlc region

m .

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 7: Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi Satur-
day unveiled an economic plan
for Bhubaneswar-Cuttack-Pu-
ri-Paradip Economic Region
(BCPPER) and said this initiative
would be the state’s laboratory for
development and prosperity.

Launching BCPPER, the CM
said that this region will be de-
veloped as a centre of economic
growth of the state. “The BCPPER
will play an important role in the
economic growth of the state as
well as the country,” Majhi said.
Describing the proposed region as
a new star in the growth sky of
India, Majhi said that all the cities
of this region have their own po-
tentialities and uniqueness.

While Bhubaneswar is devel-
oping in the field of technology,
Cuttack is the business centre of
the state. Puri is known for its cul-
tural heritage and tourism poten-
tial, while Paradip has emerged
as a port-based economy.

“Now our plan is that this
region will be connected with
modern infrastructure, and var-
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ious projects will be undertaken
in each city. More than 80 proj-
ects have been planned, such
as metal downstream, biotech,
textiles, chemicals, tourism,
education and IT,” the CM said.

Noting that NITI Aayog has
prepared the economic plan for
BCPPER, Majhi said more than
30 policy initiatives will be tak-
en up to bring development and
prosperity to the entire region.

The CM said that the Union
government in its 2026-27 annu-
al Budget has earmarked 35,000
for each City Economic Region
(CER) in the country. “The NITI
Aayog has already approved our
plan and included the BCPPER
in the CER initiative,” Majhi
said.

The CM noted that at present,
the economy of this region (four
existing cities) is 19 per cent of
the entire Odisha economy.
“The target is to make the econ-
omy of the region 500 billion
dollars by 2047,” the CM said.

He said the Central govern-
ment and NITI Aayog will de-
velop this region as a centre of
economic transformation.

Korean crypto firm accidentally sends $40bn in bitcoin to users

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Seoul, Feb 7: A South Kore-
an cryptocurrency exchange
apologised Saturday after
mistakenly transferring more
than $40 billion worth of bit-
coin to users, which briefly
prompted a selloff on the
platform.

Bithumb said it accidental-
ly sent 620,000 bitcoins, cur-
rently worth more than $40
billion, and blocked trading
and withdrawals for the 695
affected users within 35 min-
utes after the error occurred
Friday.

According to local reports,

Bithumb was meant to send
about 2,000 won ($1.37) to each
customer as part of a promo-
tion, but mistakenly trans-
ferred roughly 2,000 bitcoins
per user.

“We sincerely apologise for
the inconvenience caused to
our customers due to the con-
fusion that occurred during
the distribution process of
this (promotional) event,”
Bithumb said in a statement
released Saturday.

The platform said it had
recovered 99.7 per cent of the
mistakenly sent bitcoins, and
that it would use its own as-
sets to fully cover the amount

that was lost in the incideﬁt.
It admitted the error brief-
ly caused “sharp volatility” in

b1tc01n prices on the platform
as some recipients sold the to-
kens, adding that it brought

the situation under control
within five minutes.

But South Korea’s financial
regulators, including the Fi-
nancial Services Commission,
said the incident “has exposed
the vulnerabilities and risks
of virtual assets.”

After an emergency meet-
ing, the regulators said in
a statement they would
launch an on-site inspection
of Bithumb and other crypto
exchanges if irregularities are
found during reviews of their
internal control systems, as
well as their holdings and op-
erations of virtual assets.

Bitcoin prices briefly

slumped 17 per cent to 81.1
million won Friday evening
on Bithumb, charts from the
exchange show. It later recov-
ered and last traded at 104.5
million won.

Bithumb trails Upbit, a
dominant player in the South
Korean crypto space.

The platform stressed that
the incident was “unrelated to
external hacking or security
breaches.”

Bitcoin, the world’s biggest
cryptocurrency, sank last week,
wiping out gains sparked by
US President Donald Trump’s
presidential election victory in
November 2024.
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[l ARIES

Today you may try to make
your loved one happy, and
perhaps even try to woo the
person in a fresh manner. You may not
be too satisfied with your friends and
relatives, but, Ganesha says, you can
expect to go to a party in the evening and
make new friends.

[l TAURUS o

This opt a good day for U
being too firm or demand-

ing. Ganesha advises you to steer clear
of conflicts, arguments disputes. If you
cannot avoid confrontation be sure you
are the one who will have to step back.
Loss of face and self esteem may be
unavoidable. You need to face the fact
that this is not your day. Don’t meddle in
extraneous issues. Maintain a low profile
and stick to your own work.

[l GEMINI

You will be in the mood to
pursue your heart’s many
desires today. You will want
to spend more time with your family
and your children. You need to translate
desires into action by better balancing
your schedule, says Ganesha.

[l CANCER

It is likely that you will reach ¥
an important milestone in
life today. Keep in mind that your success
may be a cause of envy for a few people,
some of whom may want to harm you.
You are left with two choices: either try
to help them out of their troubles and
miseries, or prepare for a battle.

H LEO

- Forget the weather. Today,
the only thing shining bright
are your chances of spend-
ing some quality time with your near and
dear ones. Going along these lines, Gane-
sha wonders how long has it been since
you last did the same. So, make the most
of this lucky day. Chances are that you
shall make new friends, who might turn
out to be very supportive in the future.

Hl VIRGO i

Business acumen is natural to
you. Your management skills

_are immaculate. Move with
imagination, innovation and motivation to
further your enterprise, advises Ganesha.
Feel free to express and exercise your
sense of judgement, says Ganesha.

1

H LIBRA r1
Ganesha says you will be .‘\I‘k
more aware about your

beauty and outward appearance and try
to enhance it by going to a beauty parlor.
You will spend most of your time looking
after your external beauty. Due to this
you will not be able to pay attention to
anything else other than your looks.

[l SCORPIO

Retail therapy with your

loved ones is a perfect recipe

to have a good time! You will

be more than willing to buy things of their
choice. Haggling will be a trait you have
closeted today as you go about being
lavish in your expenses, says Ganesha.

M SAGITTARIUS @NEAR

Staying away from home, for
a long business trip may be
painful. But, when you strike
great deals, it's worth it. Besides good
returns from business, Ganesha also has
many other surprises in store for you. Be
hopeful!

[l CAPRICORN

You will walk down the
memory lane, cherish those
lost moments and later

on feel an urge to meet or contact old
friends, says Ganesha. Expectations of
your near and dear ones, however, may
seem burdensome. You will still see the
brighter side of everything, and spending
quality time with your sweetheart will
certainly re-energise your powers to deal
with difficulties.

Bl AQUARIUS

Your will finally end today
and you will enjoy the fruits
of your hard-work. You are
very good a considering all the pros

and cones of every situation/project,
drawing a plan on paper and distribution
of responsibilities, however, execution of
those plans is a problem area for you.

[l PISCES

In spite of the hardships f
that you will encounter on

your way, your high spirits,
enthusiasm and innate confidence will
overcome all obstacles. And no matter

how troubled the day starts, it ought to
end on a cheerful note, says Ganesha.

SARA'S SPECIAL
PROJECT

Mumbai: Young actress Sara Arjun
has described her latest film Eupho-
ria as a deeply personal and special
project, saying it came into her life
at a time when “nothing felt certain,
yet everything felt possible.”
Taking to Instagram after at-
tending the film’s premiere, Sara
reflected on her emotional journey
with the project and expressed grat-
itude to filmmaker Gunasekhar and
producer Neelima Guna for trusting
the story and telling it with honesty.

She wrote:

“#euphoria premier.

Some stories don’t just choose you,
they stay with you long after the mo-
ment passes. This film found me at a
time when nothing felt certain, yet
everything felt possible.”

“To @gunasekharl garu, @neeli-
ma_guna garu, and their family,
thank you so much for trusting this
story, for believing in its heart, and
for having the courage to tell it with
honesty. Your belief made space for
something real to be felt and seen,”
Sara wrote.

The actress thanked her

father for giving her the
freedom to choose her
path.
“To my own fam-
ily, especially my
dad, thank you for
always holding my
hand, for listening,

and still giving

\

me the freedom to \¥ }
choose my path. That g

trust has shaped

me more than
you Know.”ians

source revealed.

Sanya’s promise

the Indian Film Festival of Mel-

Mumbai: Sanya Malhotra’s Mrs
started a heated debate on social
media regarding the actual mean-
ing of feminism and the represen-
tation and role of women in Indian
society.

As the project completed one
year of release Saturday, Sanya
expressed gratitude to the viewers
for continuing to love the story of
Richa, even after a year.

She further promised to keep
learning, listening, and unlearn-
ing and representing women
more honestly and responsibly
on screen in the future.

Her heartfelt note on social me-
dia read, “Mrs ko ek saal hogaya
and everytime someone tells me
how deeply the film moved them
it stays with me long after the con-
versation ends. I may not always
have the right words but as a per-
former I carry these stories with
me. (sic).”

“And I promise to keep
learning, listen-
ing, unlearning,
to represent
women more
honestly and
responsibly on
screen. Thank
you so much for
watching, shar-
ing and loving
Mrs,” she went on
to add.
Ahead of the re-
lease, Mrs was
showcased at

BELLA HADID,
BACK TOGETHER

Bella Hadid and Adan Banuelos have
reconciled, just weeks after calling time
on their relationship. The split was brief
but needed. They have been up and down
since December, but she still cares deeply
about him and wants to make it work, a

ADAN

HALLE ON HER
PIXIE HAIRCUT

Hollywood star Halle Berry is crediting her
famous pixie haircut for helping her bag her
first major television role in the 1980s. Speak-
ing about the pixie cut she wore for decades in
the 1980s, 1990s, and beyond, the actress told
Vogue’s podcast that the hairstyle ‘defined my
life and my career for a time.’

bourne, the New York Indian Film
and _ IFFI Goa. ians

Festival,

On the third and final evening of the event the students of Labanya Theatre presented Odia play January 30 at Bhanjakala Mandap, Bhubaneswar, Saturday.
The drama, a workshop production of the host troupe, was written and directed by Narendra Mishra. OP PHOTO

Tara on finding /
inner peace

Mumbai: Tara Sutaria has found her-
self in the spotlight following reports
of her breakup with Veer Pahariya.
While the rumours continue to
circulate, the actress has re- ,4
flected on the importance of v
maintaining inner calm, stay-
ing dedicated to her craft, and [
holding a balanced perspective
on success.

During her chat with Elle
India, Tara opened up about
her idea of success and the im-
portance of mental peace.

She shared, “I've always believed
success is internal... Peace of mind, a
handful of people who love you, know-
ing yourself, that’s always been the goal.”

Speaking about her personal growth,
» Tara explained that being in the
spotlight from a young age taught
her how to stay calm and cen-
tered over time. She said,
“I’'ve learned how to pro-
tect my peace,” she said,
adding that self-reflec-
tion has become her L
go-to method for 3
grounding herself.

As she put it, “Only
we know how to calm
our nervous systems.”

Although actors are of-
ten misjudged by the pub-
lic, Tara no longer feels
compelled to set the record

straight. “As long as I know
the truth, and the people
closest to me do, that’s
enough,” the actress said.
AGENCIES
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Excise Min: Bodycams to =

boost evidence collection

Altogether 48 body
cameras were provided
to officers from Khurda

and Bhubaneswar Excise
districts in the first phase

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar/Cuttack, Feb
7: With drug peddlers often
availing bail due to lack of ev-
idence, body cameras worn by
Excise personnel will serve as
apowerful tool in securing con-
victions, said Excise Minister
Prithiviraj Harichandan, on
the sidelines of the 51st Annu-
al Sports Festival of the depart-
ment in Cuttack, Saturday.

Speaking to media, Harichan-
dan emphasised that video doc-
umentation will help curb loop-
holes in cases against liquor
and narcotics traders involved
in illegal operations.

“Illegal liquor and narcotics

_traders often get bail due to lack

of evidence. If body cameras are

City woman ends life
over dowry demand;
husband arrested

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 7: The
Mancheswar Police arrested
a 37-year-old man in connec-
tion with a reported suicide of
his wife following an alleged
domestic abuse and dowry ha-
rassment at Mancheswar here.

The accused has been identified
as Amit Kumar Behera (37) and
the deceased as Liza Sahu, both
residents of Kalarahanga village
under Mancheswar police station
limits, police said Saturday.

As per reports, Amit alleged-
ly subjected his wife to physical
and mental cruelty, demanding
additional dowry from her pa-
rental home.

Friday evening, Amit re-
turned home from work and
went to sleep. When Liza tried
to wake him up at around 11.30
pm, an argument broke out be-
tween the couple. During the
altercation, Amit allegedly as-
saulted her.

Police said Liza, who was al-
ready under mental stress, lost
emotional balance following
the incident and later died by
suicide by hanging herself with
a scarf inside the guest room of
the house.

available, complete video evi-
dence of the incident can be pre-
sented in court. It will serve as
a powerful tool in securing con-
victions, particularly in cases
where traders exploit technical
gaps to escape legal consequenc-
es,” Harichandan said.

Noting that staffers only in
some places have been equipped
with body cameras, Harichan-
dan, who also holds the Law
and Works portfolios, said the
government plans to gradually
extend this facility across the
state. According to Excise de-
partment, the introduction of
body cameras for the personnel
is expected to enhance transpar-
ency and accountability during
raids, while also protecting offi-
cers from false allegations.

Earlier in the day, Harichan-
dan inaugurated the two-day
event at Satyabrata Stadium
in the Silver City that brought
together officers and staff from
across Odisha.

During the ceremony, Har-
ichandan unveiled a booklet

AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING PLAN

Identification of vacant
govt buildings begins

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

highlighting the department’s
achievements and launched an
IEC video aimed at raising pub-
lic awareness about the misuse
of intoxicants and narcotic sub-
stances. To further strengthen
operational efficiency and
field-level technology, 48 body
cameras were provided to of-
ficers from the Khurda and
Bhubaneswar Excise districts
in the first phase, with plans
to provide them to officers in
all districts in the coming days.

He also recognised the exem-
plary performance of the dis-
tricts of Balasore, Mayurbhanj,
Bhubaneswar, Bhadrak, Ganjam
and Puri, along with the Excise
Intelligence and Enforcement
Bureau (EI&EB), Unit-II in Sam-
balpur, for their outstanding en-
forcement activities.

The two-day event has at-
tracted participants from all
33 Excise districts of Odisha
and four EI&EB units. As many
as 809 male athletes across 16
categories and 181 female ath-
letes across 11 categories are
competing in track and field
events such as the 100m, 200m,
400m, 800m, 1500m, and 3000m
races, along with long jump,
high jump, triple jump, shot
put, discus throw, and javelin
throw. Competitions are also
being held in volleyball, bad-
minton, and other sports.

The inauguration ceremony
was attended by Excise depart-
ment Principal Secretary Bhas-
kar Jyoti Sarma, Excise Com-
missioner P Anvesha Reddy.

PLATINUM JUBILEE .

Dignitaries, including Revenue and
Disaster Management Minister
Suresh Pujari and noted physician
Jayanta Kumar Panda, unveil a
souvenir on the occasion of 75th
Annual Conference of Indian
Medical Association, at IMA House

in Cuttack, Saturday

n'lul CONFERENCE &6
2 Mutizal Asseciation

Governor Hari Babu Kambhampatl, Chlef Minister Mohan Charan Majhl and Chief Secretary Anu Garg see off Pre5|dent Droupadl Murmu in Bhubaneswar,
Saturday
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Prez to lay stone for Jagannath Temple in Jamshedpur Feb 26

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jamshedpur, Feb 7: President
Droupadi Murmu will lay the
foundation stone of Sri Jagan-
nath Temple and a spiritual
centre here February 26.

SK Behera, managing trustee
of the Sri Jagannath Spiritual
and Cultural Charitable Centre
Trust, in a statement Saturday,
said that the President will

perform the ‘Bhoomi Pujan’
(ground-breaking ceremony)
and lay the foundation stone for
the temple complex February 26.

Behera said the spiritual
centre will be the cornerstone
of the trust's upcoming land-
mark project. “While the final
temple structure will take ap-
proximately four years to com-
plete, the trust has prioritised
the spiritual centre so that it

Bhubaneswar, Feb 7: The state gov-
ernment has initiated the process to
identify vacant and unutilised state-
owned buildings in urban areas for
converting them into affordable rent-
al housing (ARH), according to an of-
ficial document.

The decision is aimed at expanding
affordable housing options for the urban
poor and working population, Housing
& Urban Development department Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary Usha Padhee
said in a memo to key departments,
directing them to identify such vacant
and unutilised assets under their ad-
ministrative control and share the de-
tails with the Odisha Urban Housing
Mission (OUHM).

Noting that housing is a key compo-
nent of urbanisation and has a direct
impact on health, well-being, stability,
education and economic opportunities
of families, Padhee noted that earlier
housing policies primarily promoted
ownership models.

However, PM Awas Yojana-Urban
2.0 has introduced ‘Affordable Rental
Housing’ as a dedicated vertical to ad-
dress the needs of a large segment of the

urban population, particularly urban
migrants, industrial and informal sec-
tor workers, and working women, who
are not in a position to own a house im-
mediately, she said.

As per the operational guidelines of
PMAY-U 2.0, ARH will be implemented
through two models - existing govern-
ment-funded vacant buildings can be
converted into rental housing through
PPP mode or by public agencies, or pri-
vate and public entities may construct,
operate and maintain rental housing
units and recover costs through rental
income, she added.

Under the scheme, the initial rent
will be fixed by the local authority
based on a survey. Rent enhancement
is allowed biennially by 8 per cent,
subject to a maximum increase of 20
per cent in aggregate over a period of
five years, ensuring affordability and
transparency.

Padhee said the initiative is expected
to help transform unutilised public as-
sets into long-term rental income-gen-
erating housing units, while simultane-
ously supporting urban workforce sta-
bility, strengthening local economies,
and preventing the growth of informal
settlements.

VC posting delay: BJD warns of statewide agitation

AGENCIES
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Bhubaneswar, Feb 7: The Biju Ja-
nata Dal (BJD) Saturday launched a
scathing attack on the BJP-led Odis-
ha government over what it termed
an ‘unwarranted and alarming delay’
in appointing vice-chancellors (VCs)
in 13 state universities, warning of
a statewide agitation if the issue is

not resolved.

BJD MLA and former Higher Educa-
tion minister Arun Sahoo, Biju Yuva
Janata Dal (BYJD) president Chinmay
Sahoo, and Biju Chhatra Janata Dal
leader Ipsita Sahoo accused the state
government of systematically under-
mining the higher education system
and attempting to ‘saffronise’ academ-
ic institutions. Arun Sahoo recalled
that the University Amendment Bill
0f 2020 was introduced to remove exist-
ing anomalies in the higher education
system and, based on the recommen-
dation of the then Governor Ganeshi
Lal, the OPSC was entrusted with the
responsibility of recruiting teachers.

However, after assuming power,
the BJP government, he said, intro-
duced a fresh University Amend-
ment Bill in 2024, followed by anoth-

er amendment in 2025.

He alleged these amendments sig-
nificantly altered the rules govern-
ing the constitution of search com-
mittees for VC appointments. While
earlier selections were made strictly
on merit, the revised provisions al-
low the appointment of so-called ‘per-
sons of eminence’, a move, he said,
compromises transparency.

Under the new rules, he said the
state government forwards three
names to the Governor, one of whom
is appointed chairperson of the
search committee. He alleged that
the process lacks clarity, as there is
no defined criterion for shortlisting
the three names, making impartial
appointments impossible. He said
even after 18 months of BJP rule,
13 universities continue to function
without full-time VCs, pushing Odi-
sha’s higher education system into a
critical state. He demanded immedi-
ate appointments to all vacant posts.

The BYJD president said although

notifications for VC appointments
were issued and the process was ex-
pected to be completed by July 2025, no
appointments have been made so far.

He noted that while the 2020 amend-
ment enabled transparent appoint-
ments, subsequent changes have
raised serious concerns over fairness.
Highlighting the staffing crisis, he said
that across 17 universities, 706 assis-
tant professor posts, 458 associate pro-
fessor posts, 261 professor posts, and
2,325 non-teaching posts remain va-
cant. Warning of intensified protests,
he said if VC posts are not filled by
the last week of February, they would
launch statewide agitations.

Student wing president Ipsita crit-
icised the government for focusing
on changing names and colours of
institutions while ignoring funda-
mental issues in higher education.

She alleged that despite coming to
power in the name of Odia pride, the
BJP government has failed to appoint
a VC at Odia University, while spend-
ing crores on publicity to project ‘false
success stories’. She demanded imme-
diate appointments in all universities
and warned that failure to act would
force them to intensify its agitation
programme across the state.

can be functional much earli-
er,” he said.

It will serve as a hub for re-
search scholars and students to
explore spiritual sciences and
cultural heritage, providing a
moral and intellectual founda-
tion for their future, Behera said.

Spread across 2.5 acres, the
temple will be constructed en-
tirely of stone, showcasing ex-
quisite craftsmanship and tra-
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ditional temple architecture,
he said. Behera said construc-
tion work is currently under-
way in full swing to ensure
the timely completion of the
spiritual centre and the tem-
ple sanctum. Behera said the
roots of this project go back
to the time when Murmu was
the Governor of Jharkhand,
when this land was original-
ly allotted.
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NAT’L WORKSHOP ON PULSE CROPS

Odisha agri sector seeing
: Singh Deo

major growth

Attending the workshop
in Madhya Pradesh,
Agriculture Minister

Singh Deo says Odisha

is poised to emerge as an

agricultural hub among
Purvodaya states

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 7: Odi-
sha’s agricultural sector is
witnessing significant growth
and transformation, driven
by strategic policy initiatives,
technological adoption and cli-
mate-resilient practices, Agri-
culture Minister and Deputy
Chief Minister Kanak Vardhan
Singh Deo said during a nation-
al workshop on pulse crops
under the Rashtriya Dalhan
Atmanirbharata Mission in
Madhya Pradesh Saturday.
Organised under the Minis-
try of Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare, Singh Deo participat-
ed in the above workshop and
highlighted the state’s scenario.
The meeting was chaired by
Union Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan where he stated that
for the self-reliance of the coun-
try, for the welfare of farmers,
‘Dalhan Atmanirbharata Mis-
sion’ was launched. “Import-
ing pulses from abroad is not
acceptable and it is a matter of
shame. Dalhan Atmanirbhara-

CLASSIFIED

LOST

- A R.S.D. No. 1914
registered in the name
of Motilal Sahu has
been lost in Barpali
to Ainlapali Road. If
anyone find this contact
on 7749841888.

I, BHAGIRATHI
SENAPATI, aged about
59 years, S/o0. Baban
Senapati, resident
of At- Hasanpur,
Post- Bhaganali, P.S.-
Ramachandrapur,
Dist.- Keonjhar, Odisha,
PIN- 758043, Aadhaar
No.- XXXX XXXX 1679,
Mobile No.- 9438372895.
Wish to create a
mortgage on the
property Dist.- Jajpur,
Tahasil- Byasanagar,
PS.- Korei, P.S. No.- 37,
Sub-Registrar- Dolipur,
Mouza- Chandama,
Mutation Khata
No.- 771/178, Plot No.-
473/2689, Area Ac.0.060
decs, Status- Sthitiban
(Freehold), Kisam-
Gharabari (Homestead)
Loan from AU Small
Finance Bank Ltd. the
previous link deeds
are as follows: 1).
Original Regd. Sale
Deed bearing Document
No.- 10821103573, dated
12.08.2011, executed
by Smt. Juli Dash,
wife of Sri Bhagirathi
Senapati, in favour of
Sri Himansu Sekhar
Dwibedi, S/0. Sri
Rajkishore Dwibedi &
2). Original Mutation
ROR of Mouza-
Chandama issued in the
name of Sri Himansu
Sekhar Dwibedi, S/o.-
Sri Rajkishore Dwibedi
in respect of Khata
No.- 771/178 of my
property, Dist.- Jajpur,
Tahasil- Byasanagar,
PS.- Korei, PS. No.-37,
Sub-Registrar-Dolipur,
Mouza-Chandama was
lost on dtd. 30.01.2026
at KOREI area in this
regard, I filed a Lost
Report at KOREI Police
Station, Jajpur, vide GD
No.- 031 dtd.- 05.02.2026.

SINGH DEO SAYS ODISHA
PROVIDES INPUT ASSISTANCE
TO FARMERS FOR PADDY
CULTIVATION, STRENGTHENING
THEIR CAPACITY AND
PRODUCTIVITY

HE ADDS THAT THE STATE
IS IMPLEMENTING THE
COMPREHENSIVE
PROJECT ON RICE FALLOW
MANAGEMENT (CRFM) TO
PROMOTE SELF-RELIANCE

1 AMONG FARMERS

ta Mission is not just a mission
to increase pulse production
but also a campaign to empow-
er our farmers,” he said.
Sharing his views, Singh Deo
shared that in one hand, Odis-
ha provides input assistance to
farmers for paddy cultivation
and empowers them, and on the
other hand to make them self-re-

liant, the state also practices
Comprehensive Project on Rice
Fallow Management (CRFM).

“It is a flagship initiative of
the state government, which
aims to convert vast rice fal-
low lands into productive ar-
eas growing short-duration
pulses and oil seeds during
Rabi season. It is worth noting
that, in Rabi 2025-26, 3.5 lakh
Ha demonstrations have been
programmed in all the districts
of the state,” he noted.

With all the progressive
steps, Odisha is going to be the
developmental hub among the
Purvodaya states in agricul-
ture, Singh Deo added. Agri-
culture ministers from various
other states, along with OUAT
VC Pravat Kumar Roul, and
representatives from ICAR
and ICARDA also attended the
workshop.

BGU HOSTS SPECTRA 2026

| L

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 7: Birla
Global University (BGU) host-
ed SPECTRA 2026, its annual
inter-school cultural and aca-
demic fest, from February 4 to 6,
drawing enthusiastic participa-
tion from students representing
various schools and institutions.

The three-day fest began
with the inauguration of the
much-anticipated YOLO Flea,
amajor attraction that drew an
overwhelming response from
students and visitors alike.
Throughout the event, the cam-
pus buzzed with academic com-
petitions, cultural performanc-
es and inter-college main-stage
events held simultaneously
across multiple venues.

The school-level flagship ac-
ademic events included Case
Com (Management), B-Quiz
(Commerce), Unfiltered (Com-
munication), Voice of the World
Economy (Economics), Campus
Carnage (Applied Sciences)
and Robomania (Technology
& Engineering), fostering ana-
lytical thinking, creativity and

interdisciplinary collaboration
among participants.

Adding to the festive spirit,
the inter-college main-stage
events — Solo Dance, Group
Dance, Solo Singing, Nukkad
Natak and Ramp Walk — elec-
trified the evenings, drawing
large audiences and showcas-
ing remarkable student talent.

An electrifying DJ Night by
DJ Tushar turned the campus
into a vibrant musical arena,
with pulsating beats and dy-
namic lighting drawing enthu-
siastic student participation.
The celebrations peaked with
a Star Night featuring Bolly-
wood playback singer Nikhi-
ta Gandhi, whose live perfor-
mance captivated the audience
and created an atmosphere of
melody and celebration.

SPECTRA 2026 concluded
on a high note, reaffirming
BGU’s commitment to pro-
moting creativity, academic
excellence, cultural enrich-
ment and holistic student
development through inclu-
sive and engaging campus
initiatives.

MAHANADI
DISPUTE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 7: BJD
president Naveen Patnaik Satur-
day raised questions over Odis-
ha government’s “sincerity” in
resolving the Mahanadi water
dispute with Chhattisgarh and
accused the ruling BJP of shed-
ding crocodile tears over the
matter.

The Mahanadi Water Dispute
Tribunal (MWDT), examining
the river water row between
Odisha and Chhattisgarh, Sat-
urday rescheduled the hearing
to March 14.

Patnaik, the Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Assembly, in a post
on X said, “It is now clear that
the Odisha BJP government has
no sincerity or commitment to
saving the Mahanadi. The gov-
ernment is not taking this mat-
ter with any seriousness at all.
They are just shedding crocodile
tears.”

Advocate General Pitambar

DPIC holds capacity
building workshop

s

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 7: A two-
day Data Officers’ Capacity
Building Workshop, organised
at OCAC Training Centre here
by Data, Policy and Innovation
Centre (DPIC) - established by
the state government in partner-
ship with University of Chicago
in India - concluded February 7.

The workshop brought to-
gether around 40 data officers
from multiple government de-
partments, underscoring the
state’s leadership in advancing
data-driven governance.

The hands-on workshop fo-
cused on practical skills to cu-
rate and manage administrative
data. The workshop covered struc-
turing datasets for analysis and
applied artificial intelligence (AI),
and developing data inventories,
metadata, and data dictionaries.
Participants worked directly
with their own departmental
datasets, ensuring immediate
relevance and application.

“Well-structured data is the
foundation for unlocking the full
potential of government data. This
workshop strengthens officers’ ca-
pabilities to enable routine use of
data in government decision-mak-
ing,” said Executive Director of
DPIC, Urmila Chatterjee.

TURNING GREEN WASTE INTO ECO-FRIENDLY FUEL

Naveen flags govt’s sincerity on issue
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Acharya, who used to represent
the state in the tribunal, was ab-
sent Saturday, which prompted
Patnaik to make a comment
on the Odisha government’s
“non-serious action” to resolve
the Mahanadi water dispute.

“Odisha’s Advocate Gener-
al, representing the state, was
absent from today’s hearing in
the tribunal on the Mahanadi
dispute. Was there any other
important work for AG than Ma-
hanadi’s protection that he could
not be present to argue Odisha’s
case in the tribunal’s hearing?”
Patnaik asked.

The BJD president said the
Mahanadi was the lifeline of
QOdisha, and its protection is par-
amount for the regional party.

“We will further intensify
agitation seeking justice in the
Mahanadi water sharing,” the
BJD president said.

The Mahanadi Water Dispute
Tribunal was formed by the Cen-
tral government in 2018 after the
then BJD government alleged
that the free flow of water in the
river was illegally blocked by
the Chhattisgarh government by
constructing dams and barrages
on the upstream of the river.

Replying to Patnaik’s re-
marks, Advocate General Pi-
tambar Acharya in a post on X
said, “In the Mahanadi case, @
Naveen_Odishal should have
done introspection before open-
ing mouth. For seven years,
Naveen Babu’s legal team had
spent crores of rupees from the
state exchequer and did not get
the benefit of one paisa.”

Acharya claimed that after
the installation of the BJP gov-
ernment in the state and due to
the positive thinking of Chief

India’s startup ecosystem
3rd in the world: Pradhan

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 7: India’s
startup ecosystem has become
the third largest in the world,
said Union Minister of Edu-
cation Dharmendra Pradhan
Saturday, adding that India
has now emerged as the world’s
fourth-largest economy.

Stating that the Union Bud-
get for 2026-27 has set a growth
target of 6.8 per cent to 7.2 per
cent, Pradhan, who was ad-
dressing the media at a City
hotel here, stressed that the
Budget aims to fulfil the aspi-
rations of all sections of society
and ensure inclusive growth.

He said India’s export vol-
ume, which stood at USD
466.22 billion in 2013-14, has
increased by 77 per cent to
reach USD 824.9 billion. For-
eign Direct Investment (FDI),
which was 36.05 billion dollars
in 2013-14, has now doubled to
81.04 billion dollars.

India’s GDP has grown near-
ly three times, from %106.57
lakh crore in 2014-15 to ¥331.03
lakh crore. The country’s for-
eign exchange reserves have
risen to 697.9 billion dollars,
while inflation has been
brought under control. GST
collection, which was %11
lakh crore in 2020, has now in-
creased to 322 lakh crore.

The minister said the gov-
ernment has set a target for
artificial intelligence to con-
tribute 1.7 trillion dollars to
the economy by 2035. In the
current Budget, an alloca-
tion of 310,000 crore has been
made for the next five years
to strengthen the biopharma
sector, and the India Semicon-
ductor Mission 2.0 has been
launched with an outlay of
340,000 crore.

He said the Mahatma Gand-
hi Gram Swaraj Abhiyan has
been announced to promote
labour-intensive textile in-
dustries and khadi and handi-
crafts. To strengthen the MSME
sector, a growth fund of 10,000
crore has been created.

Pradhan said the Modi
government is committed to
ensuring that the benefits of
development reach the last
person in society, as reflected
in the Budget.

BJP state president Man-
mohan Samal was present on
the occasion.

Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi and the intervention of the
Central government, both states
(Odisha and Chhattisgarh) are
now on the verge of resolving
the dispute through negotiation.

Referring to Patnaik raising
his absence in the hearing at
the tribunal during the day,
Acharya said, “The people of the
state are aware of my presence
and role in all the hearings at the
tribunal. Since today’s hearing
was only aimed at extending
the duration of the tribunal, my
presence was not needed at all.”

“Naveen Babu’s statement
is completely depressing and
seems like a delirium after wak-
ing up from a sudden sleep,” the
AG said in a social media post.

Reacting to the Acharya’s so-
cial media post on Patnaik’s re-
marks, BJD spokesperson Lenin
Mohanty, at a press conference,
said that the AG should refrain
from making casual remarks on
a sensitive matter.

Search ops intensified
for missing seafarer

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 7: The Di-
rectorate General of Shipping
(DGS) has said it has initiated
a multi-agency response to
locate Merchant Navy sailor
Sarthak Mohapatra who went
missing from a vessel at sea
February 3.

In a post on X, the DGS said
search and rescue operations
are underway in coordination
with international and nation-
al stakeholders.

“Search and rescue oper-
ations are underway. The
Government of India re-
mains fully committed to
the safety, welfare and rights
of Indian seafarers world-
wide,” it said.

The directorate said it has
activated its crisis response
mechanism and taken up the
matter with the Flag State Ad-
ministration of Singapore, the
Maritime Rescue Coordination
Centre Mauritius (MRCC Mau-
ritius), the vessel’s Protection &
Indemnity Club, Indian author-
ities, and the Seafarers’ Welfare
Fund Society (SWFS) to ensure
coordinated search, rescue, and
investigation efforts.

Search and rescue operations
are currently being conduct-
ed under the coordination of
MRCC Mauritius, with the as-
sistance of two to three vessels
operating in the vicinity, the
DGS informed.

BMC launches biomass briquette plant

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 7: In a
major push towards sustain-
able waste management and
clean energy, Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
launched an innovative bio-
mass briquette manufacturing
project to convert green waste
into eco-friendly fuel.

Under the initiative, green
waste such as tree branches,
leaves and horticultural res-
idues will be processed into
biomass briquettes, which
can be used as an alternative

fuel in industries, crematoria
and institutions. The project
will be implemented with ze-
ro financial investment from
BMC, making it a self-sustain-
ing model.

A private agency has been
selected to set up, operate and
maintain the plant. As part of

Promoting Odisha’s entrepreneurship

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Feb 7: The week-long
Swadeshi Mela 2026 is underway
at the Lower Bali Yatra Ground
here and will continue till Feb-
ruary 12, celebrating indigenous
products and grassroots entre-
preneurship.

The mela features around 400
stalls with participation from all
30 districts of Odisha, showcas-
ing products by Producer Groups
(PGs), Self-Help Groups (SHGS),
and Farmer Producer Organisa-
tions (FPOs). The event is jointly
organised by ORMAS with 150
stalls, Subhadra Shakti with 150
stalls, and the Handicrafts de-
partment with 100 stalls.

The event aims to provide a
strong marketing platform for
rural producers, artisans, wom-
en-led SHGs and farmer collec-
tives, promoting self-reliance
and sustainable livelihoods.
The stalls showcase a wide
range of products, including
handcrafted items, handloom
and textile goods, millet-based

+
.

and value-added foods, organic
and natural products, bamboo
and cane crafts, terracotta, trib-
al artefacts, spices, honey and
traditional delicacies — reflect-
ing the richness and diversity of
Odisha’s rural economy.

A special attraction of the me-
la is the National Awardee stalls,
where nationally recognised
master artisans are showcasing
their exceptional craftsmanship.
These stalls highlight innovation
and excellence while underscor-
ing efforts to preserve traditional
art forms at the highest level.

Jute Mark India products are
also being featured, promoting
eco-friendly and sustainable

-ﬁ-

alternatives. These products
assure quality standards while
supporting artisans and farm-
ers, reducing environmental
impact, and encouraging the
use of biodegradable materials.

Products with ISO certifica-
tion are also being showcased
to assure consumers of inter-
nationally recognised quality,
safety and management stan-
dards, thereby boosting confi-
dence and expanding market
opportunities.

All food-related stalls are
strictly adhering to FSSAI li-
censing norms, ensuring food
safety, hygiene and quality as-
surance for consumers.

During the mela, the One
District One Product (ODOP)
initiative is being prominently
showcased, highlighting unique
products from each district of
Odisha. These ODOP items are
already displayed at railway
stations across the state, help-
ing provide national exposure
and improved market access for
district-level producers.

Additionally, the mela is
highlighting GI (Geographical
Indication) tagged products that
signify the unique identity and
regional origin of traditional
goods. GI tagging ensures au-
thenticity, protects indigenous
knowledge and enhances market
value, directly benefiting local
producers through greater rec-
ognition and income.

The participation of Farmer
Producer Organisations (FPOs)
enables farmers to directly en-
gage with consumers and bulk
buyers, helping improve in-
comes, reduce intermediaries
and promote sustainable agri-
cultural practices.

the agreement, the agency will
pay a monthly royalty of 375,000
to BMC for a period of 10 years,
generating steady revenue for
the civic body.

BMC Commissioner Chan-
chal Rana said the initiative
aligns with national goals un-
der the Swachh Bharat Mission
and the principles of a circular
economy. “This project show-
cases innovative urban gover-
nance and can serve as a rep-
licable model for other Urban
Local Bodies across the coun-
try,” he said.

Traditionally, green waste

was either dumped or burnt in
the open, leading to air pollu-
tion and greenhouse gas emis-
sions. The new facility will help
curb such practices by convert-
ing waste into clean, renewable
biomass briquettes that can
replace coal and firewood in
boilers and furnaces.

Economic and social benefits
of the project includes genera-
tion of green jobs in waste col-
lection and processing, reduced
costs related to waste trans-
portation and landfill manage-
ment, and the supply of low-cost
fuel to local industries.

BBSR
Max Temp 32.3°
Min Temp 17.7°
Humidity 75%
Rainfall Nil

N

CTC FORECAST
29.6° Dry weather
16.4° likely to prevail
89%

Nil
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Administrative vacancies
mar education in Koraput

Lone ABEO oversees 197 institutions across 23 panchayats

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nandapur, Feb 7: A severe
shortage of education officers
has exposed serious adminis-
trative gaps in the school edu-
cation system across Koraput
district, with a single Assis-
tant Block Education Officer
(ABEO) overseeing nearly 200
institutions in Nandapur block
alone.

The lone woman ABEO is
currently responsible for 197
educational institutions spread
across 23 panchayats in Nan-
dapur block, catering to more
than 16,000 students. These
institutions include 137 prima-
ry schools, 34 upper primary
schools, 21 high schools, five
higher secondary schools and
one Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya.

As the block resource centre
coordinator, the officer super-
vises 13 clusters, oversees more
than 700 teachers, monitors
mid-day meal (MDM) opera-
tions in 190 schools, conducts

17 ABEOs are currently in po-
sition, leaving 25 posts vacant.

In several cases, Level- IV
headmasters from upper prima-
ry and secondary schools have
been assigned ABEO respon-
sibilities in addition to their
regular teaching duties. These
include academic instruction,
supervision of MDM, school
monitoring and coordination
of departmental training pro-
grammes. Educationists warn
that such dual responsibilities
highlight the fragile and under-
staffed condition of the educa-
tion department in the district.

The problem has been exacer-
bated since May 2025, when the
then Nandapur BEO Bhabani

upcoming responsibilities re-
lated to the census and pancha-
yat elections, education experts
fear the acute staff shortage
will adversely affect classroom
teaching, school management,
training schedules and MDM
implementation.

District education office
sources said eight blocks
— Nandapur, Bandhugaon,
Borigumma, Dasmantpur,
Koraput, Narayanpatna, Lax-
mipur and Pottangi — cur-
rently have vacant BEO posts.
To manage day-to-day opera-
tions, three additional district
education officers (ADEOs),
three BEOs from neighbouring
blocks and two headmistresses

State

9,000 hottles of cough
syrup seized; one held

Sonepur: Police in Subarnapur district
Saturday seized 9,000 bottles of cough
syrup during a raid in the Rampur area
and arrested one person, while three
others managed to escape. Addressing
correspondents at a press conference
at the district police headquarters,
Subarnapur Superintendent of Police
Narayan Nayak said the seizure followed
a specific intelligence input about illegal
trafficking of cough syrup in Sahajbahal
village under Mayabarha panchayat.
Acting on the SP’s direction, a police
team led by Rampur police Sub-Inspec-
tor Prakash Nanda conducted an early
morning raid. On spotting the police
team, three suspects fled the scene,
while one accused was detained along
with two vehicles — a pick-up van and
a car — allegedly used to transport the
contraband. The arrested person was
identified as Gulshan Sahu, 24, of Satal-
ma village under Barpali police station
in Bargarh district. Police also seized a
mobile phone from his possession.

Poppy plantation on
five acre destroyed

Tensa: Police and Excise officials
Saturday destroyed poppy plants worth
more than 230 lakh in the Koida area of
Sundargarh district and detained two
persons in connection with the illegal cul-
tivation. According to police, the poppy
crop was being cultivated on nearly five
acre of forest land near the Gatapundhi
Pokhari forest area under Koida police
station limits. The plants had grown fully
and had begun flowering. Acting on a
tip-off, the operation was carried out
under the direction of Rourkela SP Nitesh
Wadhwani. The raid was led by Koida PS
OIC Rajendra Swain, K Balang OIC Ashok
Behera, Excise

15 Maoists surrender in Rayagada

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Rayagada, Feb
7: In a boost to anti-Maoist op-
erations in Odisha, 15 hardcore
Maoists, including senior lead-
ers carrying hefty cash rewards,
formally surrendered before
Additional Director General of
Police (Anti-Naxal Operations)
Sanjeeb Panda at a special func-
tion held at the District Police
Office (DPO) in Rayagada.

The state police in a release
Saturday said the surrendered
Maoists voluntarily laid down
their arms and handed over
their weapons to ADG Panda,
symbolising their decision to
renounce violence and rejoin
the mainstream.

Addressing the gathering,
Panda said the surrender re-
flected the steadily weakening
influence of the Left-wing ex-
tremist ideology in the region
and the growing trust of mis-
guided youth in the govern-
ment’s development-oriented
and people-centric approach.

He emphasised that sustained
operations by the Special Opera-
tions Group (SOG), District Vol-
untary Force (DVF), Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF) and
Border Security Force (BSF)
had significantly eroded the

E"J

Maoist base.

The ADG said all surren-
dered cadres would be extend-
ed benefits under the state
government’s surrender and
rehabilitation policy, including
financial assistance, vocational
training and skill development
programmes, to help them
reintegrate into society with
dignity.

Among the 15 Maoists were
Nikhil and Indu, both state
committee members, each
carrying a reward of 355 lakh.
The group also included a di-
visional committee member,
five area committee members
and eight party members, col-
lectively carrying a reward of
%1.98 crore.

The surrendered cadres
handed over 14 weapons, in-
cluding two AK-47 rifles, five
SLRs, one INSAS rifle, one

Sten gun, one .303 rifle, four
single-shot firearms and a large
quantity of ammunition.

The reward linked to the
recovered arms is estimated
at around %16 lakh. The group
belonged to the BGN Division
(Banshadhara, Ghuman and
Nagabali) and was active across
Rayagada, Kandhamal, Gajapa-
ti and Kalahandi districts.

Nikhil, who joined the Mao-
ist organisation in 2004 and
became active in the BGN di-
vision from 2008, had risen to
become one of the top Maoist
leaders in the state following
the killing of central committee
member Ganesh Uike in Kand-
hamal in December 2025.

Officials noted that Nuapa-
da, Nabarangpur, Malkangiri,
Koraput and Boudh districts
have now become completely
Naxal-free.
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ucation Officers (BEOs), while  April 2025 and another recent  and civil society membershave  Bengnatl, || o )OS0 02 i movable Properiies, morigaged 10 Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
s : ; ; ; arkhand. The
the remaining elght are be}ng tre.ln.s fer, 1.e aving the entire ad- expressed hope that. the st.ate two detained Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (No. 54 of 2002). Whereas, the Authorized Officer of UCO Bank has taken possession of
managed by officials holding  ministrative burden on ABEO  government will take immediate  persons are be- the following property/ies pursuant to the notice issued under Section 13(2) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 in the
additional charge. Although  Mamtaj Gomang. steps to address the crisis, par-  ing questioned, following loan account with right to sell the same on "AS IS WHERE IS”, "AS IS WHAT IS" AND "WHATEVER THERE IS" basis for
provisions exist for appointing With teacher training under  ticularly as the School and Mass ~ and further realization of Bank’s dues plus interest as detailed hereunder and whereas consequent upon failure to repay the dues, the undersigned
three ABEOs per block — 42 in the National Education Policy Education Minister hails from :2‘3?15533\}5” in exercise of power conferred under Section 13(4) of the said Act proposes to realize the Bank’s dues by sale of the said property/ies.
total across the district —only ~ having begun February 4 and  the undivided Koraput district. police said. DESCRIPTIONS OF THE MOVABLE/IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
SI. BRANCH & CONTACT NO./ Description of Movable / [Pate of emand Noice | Reserve Price / |1y & Time
Name & Address of the I ble Properti [Date of Possession /| EMDBID | ey oL
_ BANK OF BARODA [ Borrowers/Guarantors mmovable Froperties | gystanding Amount |Increase Amount |
%maﬂﬂ | . Regional Office : Bhubaneswar PGSSESSIGN NOTIGE 1 JEYPORE BRANCH (BHUBANESWAR ZONE), | All that part and parcel of the 09.03.2020 24.02.2026
B&ﬂkOfBBdea 1st Floor, Bivah Gulmohar, Behera S?lhi. Nayapalli (for Immovable Properties) *1 MOB.: 8820236265 / property standing in thtf.‘ name of . ! %11,43,600/- between
Bhubaneswar - 751012, Odisha Borrower: M/s. A to Z Collections, Prop.: Mr.| Mr. Nirakar Pothal, situated at| o ., ., s 11.00 AM. to
{As per Appendix IV read with Rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002} Nirakar P °;hr:i'; Guarantor: a':-rask Lj"t’“:{':asmka E“;fzzofa';ﬂ”m afé%&f?ﬁﬂgj / 71,14,360- | 500 PM.
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the BANK OF BARODA under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Complex, Main Road, Jeypore Plot No.: 483 (Sub Plot No.: 1, 2, ¥8,12,969.97 ! {With Unlimited
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read 3,4, 5, 6), Area: Ac.0.27dec., Bounded by East: 15’ Road, West: Revenue Plot No.: | Interest & other | ¥ 10,000/~ | Extansion of 10
with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice calling upon the Borower/Guarantors to 482, North: Sub Plot No.: 7, South: Revenue Plot No.: 481 expenses thereon minutes each)
repay the amount mentioned in the notice tegether with further interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs, charges and
expenses lill date of payment within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The Borrower having failed to repay the | |2, ggﬁg“ﬂgﬁ"%gﬁg%ﬁr} (BHUBANESWAR 2,';5';?1; i?;;jﬁg iﬁ?;ie;;rzéhoef
amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/Guarantors and the public in general that the undersigned has taken : - - 1) Mr. Basanta Kumar Pradhan, 24.02.2026
POSSESSION of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said Borrower: M/s. Fashion Galaxy, Prop.: 2) Mr. Prafulla Pradhan, 3) Mr.| 02.02.2022 between
Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) 2002 on the date mentioned below. The Borrower/Guarantors in Mr. Basanta Kumar Pradhan / Guarantors: | o, echari Pradhan, Al are / %1,00,28,000/-
particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the properties and any dealings with the property will be 1) Mr. Basanta Kumar Pradhan, 2) Mr. Prafulla (g, . pajkanath Pradhan, Ay/| 15.02.2023 / 11.00A.M.to
subject to the charge of the BANK OF BARODA, far an amount stated herein below together with further interest thereon at Pradhan, 3) Mr. Lalat Keshari Pradhan, All are[p 0. Byepass Road Nachuni, / ¥10,02,800/-  5.00 P.M.
contractual rate plus costs, charges and expenses till date of payment. The Borrower's attention is invited to provision of sub- S/o.: Rankanath Pradhan, AYPO.: Odagaon, Dist:: |p 5 : Nachuni, Dist: Khordha| ¥5,29,521.02 / (With Unlimited
section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in raespect of time available, to redeem the secured ts. Khordha (Odisha), Mouza: Nachuni, P.S.: | +Interest & other | ¥ 10,000/ Extension of 10
Demand/ | Outstanding Banapur-367, Tahasil: Banpur-367, Dist.: Khordha, Odisha, bearing 1) Khata No.:| expenses thereon )
Branch / Name & Address of the Description of the Immovabie Passession Amount 654, Plot No.: 1376/2503, Area: Ac.0.103 Dec, 2) Khata No.: 655, Plot No.: 1379/ minutes each)
Borrower / Guarantors(s) Property Notice Date 2502, Area: Ac.0.019 Dec,. Total 2 Nos. of Khata & 2 Nos. of Plot, Total Area:
Ac. 0.122 Dec i.e. 5314.32 Sqft., Kissam: Gharabari
VSSNager Branch/ Immovable property located at Dist : Cuttack, SRO: PAIKTIGIRIA BRANCH (BHUBANESWAR |A!l that part and parcel of the
Borrower ; Mrs. Manorama Das, At : Patana, Cuttack, P.S: Cuttack Sadar, P.S No.: 82, Tahasil : 19.00.108.33 3. ZONE), MOB. 9853210341 / Property standing in the name of 24.02.2026
Jharakata, Sisua, Cuttack, Odisha - 754112 | Cuttack, Tahasil Ne.: 319, Mouza : Sisua, Mutation 12.10.2025 ason ) Bor: = " . Mr. Maguni Charan Kamala,| 17.01.2020 i
_________ ) Borrower: M/s. Bhai Bhai Matching Centre, | Mouza: Sanapalla, PS/Tahasil/ / between
[ Khata No.: 406/99, Plot No.: 74/1682, Area : Ac 0.040 dec., Plot No. 74/1683, Area : Ac. 0.030 dec., ! 02.02.2026 Prop.: Mr. Rajkishore Kamala / Guarantor: | Dist: Khurda, Odisha, KhataNo.:| 1401 2022 ?513?,000:‘- H00AM 1o
Plot No.:74/1684, Area : Ac. 0.060 dec., corresponding to Khata No.: 60, PlotNo.: 74, Area : Ac. 0.130 | 85.02.2028 |, thg‘r‘ige:}ges Mr. Maguni Charan Kamala, Both are At: Plot No.: | 277/245, Plot No.: 411/1161,| "7 v5.18.0004 | 500 PM
dec., bounded by : North : Pirachandra Dash, South : Mahendraprasad Das, East :Sibaprasad Das, 411, Sanapalla, Dist.: Khurda, 2) Borrower: 3;%?323 0"30'36 ﬁecl.,‘:(rf}%\?l%: 24,52,603.81 "l {Witﬁ Unlimi.ted
West: Joint Passage M/s. Annapurna Textiles, Prop.: Mr. Manas Area Ac. 0_355 %‘écu Kissam-| + Interest & other ¥ 10,000/- Extension of 10
Place : Bhubaneswar, Date: 07.02.2026 Sdf- Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda Ranjan Kamala/ Guarantor: Mr. Maguni Charan | Gharapari, Bounded by East: | expenses thereon minutes each)
Kamala, Both are At: Sanapalla, Pallahat, | Road, West: Private Plot, North:
Paiktigiria, Dist.: Khurda Road, South: Road
. E- AUCTION KHURDA BRANCH (BHUBANESWAR ZONE), [All that part and parcel of the 24.02.2026
B ank Of In dla SAL E N OTIC E 4. NOB.: 9861470529/ I‘II'I]'ImovabIe fp;f‘:pegy $tan}c(!|ng in 24-02!-2015 £26.97.000/ between
, é A ———— . e name of Mr. Sanjay Kumar ,97,000/-
:‘“‘*“"5‘.“ BOI Zonal Office: Bhubaneswar Zone, 1/1D, Star House, Jayadev . ) Borrowers: 1) Mr. Sanjay Kumar Hota: Hota & Mr. Anjaya Klin‘:arHota, 21.07.2023 / 11.00 AM. to
ank of India Vihar N ili. Bhub 751015, Mob.: 7008973027 E-Auction Sale Notice Under Rule 8(6) of 2) Mr. Hari Krishna Hota / Guarantors: situated at Mouza: Chhanaghara, / £2,99,700/- 5.00 P.M.
thar, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar - Wob.: security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. 1) Mrs. Sailabala Hota, 2) Mr. Anjaya Kumar [gooranacil Jatni. Dist: Khurda, | €7,56,725.14 / (With Unlimited
- - Hota, All are At: Chintamani Nagar, P.O/P.S.: Jatni, | khata No.- '12?2j39_ E’Iot NO.; + Interest & other | ¥ 10,000/- :
Dist. Khurda, Odisha. 50315278, ArasAu. 0.068 Do, | éxpenses tereon Extension of 10
E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF MOVABLE / IMMOVABLE ASSETS UNDER THE SECURITISATION AND Bounded by North: Road, East: Pond Embankment, South: Road, West: Govt. Land. minutes each)
RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002 READ WITH Land & Building standing in 24.02.2026
PROVISO TO RULE 8(6) / 9(1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002. 5. :JHT}Y;G;%?QBQHSI:‘?? (BHUBANESWAR ZONE), the name of Mrgs- Jaya[a?(mi 2?'0?;'2023 %12.08.000/ between
Whereas, the Authorised Officer of Bank of India had taken possession of the following property/ies pursuant to the notice Borrower: M/s. Rishita Agency, Prop.: g:tnt.r;?"k’l:,\":{t?{éiyr' l&(l)#;azsar] 09.10.2023 =7 11.00 AM. to
issued under Sec 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, Mrs. Jayalaxmi Pattnaik / Guarantor: Khallwguri Tahasil: Nuagaon- / %1,20,800/- 5.00 P.M.
2002 in the following loan accounts with right to sell the same on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS”, “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" and Mrs. Jayalaxmi Pattnaik, W/o.: Mr. Bikash Ranjan |p.S.: Nayégarh Dist.- Nayagarh‘ ¥19,37,355.57 / (With Unlimited
“WITHOUT ANY RECOURSE BASIS” for realization of Bank's dues plus interest as detailed hereunder and whereas consequent Pattnaik, Both are at Infront of NAC High School, |Khata No.: 73/75. Plot No.:| +Interest&other [ ¥ 10,000/~ | Extension of 10
upon failure to repay the dues, the undersigned in exercise of power conferred under section 13(4) of the said Act proposes to Dist.: Nayagarh-752070 42/482, Area: Ac. 0.20 Dec. expenses thereon minutes each)
reahz_e the Bank's dues_ by sale of Ehe said property/ies. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform BERHAMPUR BRANCH (BHUBANESWAR ANl that part and parcel of the
provided at the Website https://baanknet.com 6 L 27.11.2024 24.02.2026
Reserve Price/ + |ZONE), MOB.: 8763415323 / Land and Building in the name 1. betw
sl. BRANCH / Name & Address of Descriotion of the Properties EMD / Bid Borrower: M/s. Sri Sai Trader, Prop.:|of Mrs. Banita Behera, situated / 75,94,000/- etween
Ino Borrower/Mortgagor / Total Dues P P Increment Amount Mr. Upendra Kumar Behera / Guarantor:|at Mouza: Haridakhandi,| 01.02.2025 / .00 AM. to
- - — Mrs. Banita Behera, W/o.: Mr. Upendra kumar | Berhampur, Dist.: Ganjam, Khata / 37,59,400/- 5.00 P.M.
1. |ARB, CUTTACK, PH.: 8249067773/ 7008973027/ |All that part & parcel of Machine and Equipments i.e.: Behera, Both are At: Baikuntha Nagar, Second | No.: 294/2187. Plot No.: 1676/ | ¥33,25,719.96 / (With Unlimited
Borrower: M/s. Mahaveer Industries, Prop.: :13; Egssﬁilrt ﬂ:gé?ﬁe&oﬁja%%g::éﬂ;g?]?nléog? |tri?]|epgtlg’ ?6’7?’:?0I- Lane, Berhampur, Dist.: Ganjam 2299, Area: Ac.0.038 Dec, | +Interest& other ¥10,000/  £yioncion of 10
Mr. Pradipta Kumar Rout (Mortgagor), At: Plot No.: {g) 5412 chaki Old, 7) Packing Machine Big, 8) Packing (excluding Bounded by North: Lane, East: Road, South: Land of Damayanti Sahu & others, | expenses thereon minutes each)
1351, Mahanadi Vihar, Nayabazar, Cuttack-753003 [\12 chine  Medium, 9) Packing Machine Small,| o) & other West: Land & House of Kedamath Sahoo
expenses, lees :g:‘:;r,togr:tu;tl?;E;?ds.t‘ costs and|10) Weighing Scale-Old and Damaged, 11) Sealing| '*“'°¥ 949} | ™" Date & Time of Inspection of Properties: On or before 23.02.2026 during banking hours on any working day
73) Weldng Machine. 13) Gas Cylnder i Bume’:‘“ﬁ"sr;'Q‘;’\;D‘glyg;’:‘g;?iisd‘; 2 r:)oféo?s'da anc amaged|  ee7,500- | | Terms & Conditions: (1) The auction sale will be “on-line” bidding though website hitps://baanknet.com. (2) All Intending
17 Pannel Board Damaced. 18) Stesl Drum 2 Nos '19) Iron Pibes and Plates. Situated over Khata No.: 686/ / bidders shall register with E-Auction portal by navigating through https://baanknet.com Bidders Registration or by typing the URL
) r ged, 18) -ru - ron Fip : it over - https://baanknet.com/eauction-psb/x-login to create their USER ID and password. (3) All intending bidders are advised to go through
225, Plot No.: 2208/2651, Mouza: Gatiroutpatna, P.S.: Cuttack Sadar No.: 88, Tahasil: Cuttack No.: 288,| ¥ 50,000/- the website https://baanknet.com/eauction-psb/x-login for detailed terms and conditions of auction sale before submitting their bids
Dist.: Cuttack, Odisha, standing in the name of Mr. Pradipta Kumar Rout and taking part in E-Auction sale proceedings. (4) Prospective bidders may download the videos provided in https://baanknet.com
Date & Time of E-Auction: 25.02.2026 From 11.00 A.M. to 5.00 PM. with unlimited extension of 10 (Ten) minutes each. leauction-psb/x-login under selection (BUYER GUIDE FOR LOGIN & REGISTRATION) to know the process flow for the auction to be
- — - - . . - conducted. (5) Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) will deposited in Wallet by generating challan (BY NEFT/RTGS ONLY) well before the
!.asl Date and Time for submission of EMD and Documents in their wallet by 25.02.2026 i.e. Before E-Auction Date & Time date ofaucti(or: and do not wai?till tr?e dat(e of a)uction. Er))o not use any othe:‘: r?ﬂode of rgmittancefathemise the same will b}e refunded back
in the Portal. by https://fbaanknet.com. (6) A copy of the Bid form along with the enclosure submitted online (also mentioning UTR Number) shall be
Inspection will be provided to the prospective bidders on any working day before 24.02.2026 with prior appointment of | | handed over to the Chief Manager (Recovery), UCO Bank, Zonal Office, Bhubaneswar or soft copies of the same by E-mail to:
the authorised officer zobbsr.rec@ucobank.co.in. (7) The successful bidder shall have to pay 25% of the purchase amount (including earnest money
*Successful Bidder to deposit 25% of the bid amount by next working day which includes EMD money. The balance | | already paid), immediately on closure of the E-Auction Sale proceedings on the same day of the Sale in the same mode is mentioned as
amount to be paid on or before 15th Day of confirmation of sale. above. The balanc_e ?5"/(_: of the pur_'chas_e price shall have to be paid within 15 days of acceptancefconf_lrmatlon of sale conveyed to
- — - them. (8) The sale is subject to confirmation by the Bank. If the borrower/guarantor pays the dues to bank in full before sale, no sale will
TERMS & CONDITIONS: 1) For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer to the link: https://baanknet.com.| | he conducted. (9) The property is sold in "AS IS WHERE IS”, "AS IS WHAT IS" and "WHATEVER THERE IS" basis and the intending
Prospective bidders may also contact the Authorised Officers / Branch as mentioned in above list. 2) This is a statutory 15 days sale | | bidders should make discreet enquiries as regards on the property of any authority besides the bank charges and should satisfy
notice to the above mentioned borrower/mortgagor under Rule 9(1) of the SARFAESI Act. 2002. 3) This is a 15 days notice to the | | themselves about the title, extent and quality of the property before submitting their bid. No claim of whatsoever nature regarding the
Borrower / Mortgagor of the above said loan about holding of this sale on the above mentioned date. 4) All expenses relating the stamp | | property put for sale, charges, encumbrances over the property on any other matter etc. will be entertained after submission of the online
duty and registration of Sale Certificate/conveyance, if any, shall be borne by the successful bidder. 5) The Authorized Officer will not be | | bid. (10) The undersigned has the absolute right and discretion to accept or reject any bid or adjourn/postpone/cancel the sale/modify
held responsible for any charge, lien, encumbrance, property tax or any other dues to the Government or anybody in respect of the | | @nY terms and conditions of the sale without any prior notice and assigning any reasons. (11) The purchaser shall bear the stamp
property under sale. 6) The Authorized Officer has the absolute right to accept or reject any bid or adjourn/postpone/cancel the sale gﬁiy;:arggf’h'giﬁ:g ;T%Sﬁ;?Jrgarlgl:t‘iar:‘mfoattﬁ;e%IgtrsgonTChh:;ga?g‘cE.lc,llrtisftiitak::aozilfgzsispsauy; dbl(;entlo ﬁﬂ:g:ﬁ:ﬁg'ot?;ﬁic%ggfﬁtg%32?
without assilgning any reason thereof. It may be noted that nothing in this notice constitute or deemed to constitute any commitment or (12?-”]2 sale is subjgct to conditions preg-scribed ?n t?we gAHFAESI Act/Rules 2002. (13) For prgper‘ly related query may contact
representation on the part of the bank to sell the property. the respective Branch Head or Chief Manager (Recovery), Bhubaneswar, Mrs. Madhusmita Jena, Mob.: 9438335084, email:
STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9(1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002. zobbsr.rec@ucobank.co.in. (14) This Notice is also to the Borrowers/Guarantors in particular and the public in general. (15) All the
Borrowers/Mortgagors are hereby notified to pay the total dues along with up to date interest and ancillary expenses before the date of | | Properties are under Symbolic Possession of the Bank. (16) This is a Statutory 15 days Sale Notice to the above mentioned
E-Auction, failing which the property will be auctioned/ sold and balance dues, if any, will be recovered with interest & cost. Borrowers & Guarantors under Rule 9(1) of the SARFAESI Act, 2002.
Place: Bhubaneswar, Date: 08.02.2026 Authorised Officer, Bank of India| | Place: Bhubaneswar, Date: 07.02.2026 Authorized Officer, UCO Bank, Zonal Office, Bhubaneswar




- Orissa
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Let us work as we pray, for
indeed work is the body's best
prayer to the Divine

THE MOTHER

Coerced Alignment

lation of sovereignty is defined as an infringement on a nation’s
‘ / territorial integrity or an interference with governmental func-
tions.

Arm-twisting is pressurising someone into doing something they
are unwilling to do. Surrender comes when one stops resisting and
submits to the other side’s authority.

What has happened between the United States of America and Bharat
is amodel of clarity and understanding it requires no more than reading
the statements put out.

In his Executive Order 14329 of August 6, 2025 Donald Trump writes:
“I determined that it was necessary and appropriate to impose an ad-
ditional ad valorem rate of duty of 25 percent on imports of articles of
India, which, at that time, was directly or indirectly importing Russian
Federation oil.”

Now, on 6 February 2026, his executive order tells us: “Specifically,
India has committed to stop directly or indirectly importing Russian
Federation oil, has represented that it will purchase United States en-
ergy products from the United States, and has recently committed to a
framework with the United States to expand defense cooperation over

oower Post

n 1939,the German

writer Thomas Mann

published his essay

“Brother Hitler,” in
which he rejected the comfort-
ing myth of Adolf Hitler as a
superhuman monster. Instead,
Mann portrayed Hitler as a
mediocre, lazy failure whose
destructive powerstemmed
precisely from hisordinari-
ness. Incapable of sustained
work and overwhelmed by
the demands of everyday life,
Hitler nonetheless possessed
one extraordinary skill: the
ability toensorcel and mobi-
lize crowds.

How, then, could someone
so unremarkable win over a
society as educated and so-
phisticated as Germany’s?
Mann’s answer was that dem-
ocratic politics is never pure-

BROTHER TRUMP

what actually happened, but whose version
of events is amplified most aggressively
through social media

aggressively through social
media. Consider, for example,
the fatal shooting of Alex Pret-
ti, a 37-year-old intensive-care

practice.

One finds no consolation in
Mann, because he offersnone.
He called Hitler “brother” to

symbol of catastrophe. It is
also the birthplace of Lech
Wat sa’s Solidarity movement,
which played a decisive role
in the collapse of commu-
nism in Europe. That history
of grassroots resistance may
resonate with the residents of
Minneapolis. Given their or-
ganized response in the face
of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement-led violence mas-
querading as federal immigra-
tion enforcement, Minneapolis
may become for the US what
Gda sk once was for Poland
and Central Europe, demon-
strating how civic activism
can resist the normalization
of official brutality.

To be sure, the struggle
against the dark impulses
that animate Trumpism is
never-ending. In The Magic

the next 10 years.” Grzegorz  ly rational. Beneath its insti- nurse and US citizen, by Bor-  underscore the fact that fas- Mountain, the battle for the
Having found that India is now behaving the wav America wants. Kuwiatkowski tutions lies a more primitive = der Patrol agents in Minne- cist demagoguery relies on  soul of the naive young protag-
Trump says that: “Accordingly, I have deter- layer, one that rewards those  apolis. In the immediate af- impulses that exist within us  onist Hans Castorp is fought
mined to eliminate the additional ad valorem who can seize voters’ attention  termath, top administration  all. Similar insights animate  between two rival mentors:
rate of duty imposed on India.” THE PLEASURE and steer emotion, often atthe  officials, including Homeland  Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Lodovico Settembrini, who
This additional duty imposed on India was OF MORAL expense ofcomplexityand sub-  Security Secretary Kristi No-  Darkness and David Lynch’s  represents democracy and the
removed for good behaviour, or, to speak more stance. em, claimed that Pretti had at- Twin Peaks: darkness is both ~ emancipatory power of reason
diplomatically, for compliance. However, ABANDON As US President Donald tacked the agents and labeled external and what confronts  and science, and Leo Naphta,
Trump has warned us, America “shall monitor AND THE Trump continues to assert him a “domestic terrorist.” us when we look in the mir-  whose revolutionary rhetoric
whether India resumes directly or indirectly his dominance over politi- These claims circulated rap- ror. Viewed through thislens, = masks a reactionary logic that
importing Russian Federation oil” and if this INTOXICATING cal discourse in the United idly and continued to do so  Trump functions as a kind of = embraces terror, violence, and
happens: “I should reimpose the additional ad EFFECT OF States and much of the world,  even after video footage and  safety valve, easing the pres-  war.
valorem rate of duty of 25 percent on imports Aakar Patel Mann’sessay-along with The  eyewitness accounts contra-  sure to appear virtuous and That same struggle for the
of articles of India.” BRUTALITY CAN Magic Mountain, his interwar  dicted them. allowing his supporters to  soul of the world isnow play-
This is not all. The submitting nation has to OUR END IN MASS masterpiece —offers valuable Another mechanism Mann  cheer for brute force, domi- ingout in many places, from
domore. The statement put out by Bharatsays NATIONALI SM, lessons. Mann’s central in-  described is the transforma-  nation, and revenge. Ukraineto the streets of Amer-
that: “India intends to purchase $500 billion” GRAVES sight is that figures like Hitler = tion of personal grievances But Mann did not argue ica’s major cities.Its outcome

of US products over the next five years. That OUR BRAVADO,

do not succeed because they

into matters of national hon-

that all humans are evil.

is not predetermined. While

is $100 billion a year. In 2024, it was $40 billion. IS MEANTTO are exceptional, but because  or. Trump’s threats to seize =~ Rather, he insisted that fig- humanity has a dark inher-
India has committed to buy more than double they activate dispositionsthat =~ Greenland by force offer a  ureslike Hitler rise to power-  itance, it also has an innate
the products from the US as it has in the past. BULLY AND already exist within demo- striking example. According  when those dark impulsesare  capacity to learn and change.
What has it got in return? A ‘reduced’ tarift THREATEN cratic societies. Trump, in  to his letter to Norwegian repeatedly fed and rewarded. = For that to happen, however,
of 18% where none previously existed. This is OTHER this sense, is the product ofa  Prime Minister Jonas Gahr  The spectacle worksonly if we = we must first do what Man-
our reward. Violation of sovereignty? Check. shared preference for cheap  Steore, he was motivated at  supply the energy. nasked of us: recognize our
Arm-twisting? Check. Surrender. Unfortunate- INDIANS. IN spectacleand a desire for be-  least partly by resentment The pleasure of moral aban-  kinship with those who suc-
ly, yes. THE FACE longing that too often over- over not receiving the Nobel don and the intoxicating effec- cumb to authoritarian temp-
AsIsaid, the agreement is a model of clarity. rides critical thinking. Peace Prize. tof brutality can end in mass  tation and accept that we are
One does not need to listen to what Jaishankar OF A REAL Several of the mechanisms Mann argued that the suc-  graves. My own city, Gda sk, = made of the same material.
and the Indian government says; one only needs ADVERSARY IT Mann identifies as responsi-  cess of demagogues depends  knowsall too well what hap-  Only suchmoral awareness
to read the document we have signed. ble for Hitler’s rise remain less on strategic brilliance  pens when populist rule is can prevent the demagogu-
The question is why we capitulated. My WILTS. TRUMP painfully relevant today. For = than on favorable circum- allowed to run its course. ery and repression that de-
friend, economist Ashok Bardhan, sent out a UNDERSTANDS starters, lies and fictionsneed  stances and, above all, alack  When the historian Timothy fined the 20th century from
message before the deal was signed, in which not contain a kernel of truth;  of resistance. By refusing to = Snyder described this region  prevailing again.
he anticipated what would happen and tried US, IT SHOULD they simply have to spread mythologize Hitler as a polit-  asthe “Bloodlands,” he was not
to explain it. BE ACCEPTED quickly and appeal to feeling  ical mastermind, he showed reaching for a metaphor but The writer is a poet,
He writes there are two reasons for yielding ° rather than reason. how institutions — and the statinga historical fact. It was musician, activist, and
on the Indian side: “First, the so-called nation- THIS IS NOT In the Trump era, the key  people within them -gradu-  here, at Westerplatte, that the a co-curator of academic
alist credentials of this government and its THE FIRST question isn’t what actually  ally give way, dismissing in-  opening shots of World War II projects at the University
support base are grossly exaggerated. The na- happened, but whose version timidation as mere rhetoric = were fired in September 1939. of Oxford.
_tionalist card is transactional and mostly meant TIME HE HAS of events is amplified most  until it hardens into normal Yet Gda sk is not only a ©PROJECT SYNDICATE
for domestic purposes, to be whipped out in the BENT US TO
context of elections and to energize the base
with the Pakistan specter, but not to be resorted HIS WILL

to when it comes to dealing with the big boys.
Even the shocked reaction to the concessions
on the agricultural front ignore the fact that, above all else, the ruling
party is a party of the urban elite, regardless of what they say about
the farmers’ interests being paramount in their scheme of things.”

Further, among the few dynamic sectors in India’s economy, the
two that play the greatest role are the technology sector and finance,
and “both are intricately joined at the hip to US markets and heavily
dependent on linkages to US firms and funding.”

Some 70% of the total output of India’s information technology related
sectors are exports to the United States. India exported some $40 billion
in services to America in 2024. And America is the primary source of
portfolio inflows into India through its hedge funds, pension funds and
mutual funds. “Literally every aspect and structure of Indian financial
markets is linked primarily to the US, from venture funding to financial
research to financial news outlets, and so forth,” Bardhan says.

There we have it. Our nationalism, our bravado, our 56 inch chest is
meant to bully and threaten other Indians (though even this will need to
be reconsidered given how afraid we have become of female parliamen-
tarians). In the face of a real adversary it wilts. Trump understands us,
it should be accepted. This is not the first time he has bent us to his will.

In May 2019, India was forced to stop buying oil from Iran after Trump

SPECTRUM | SOCIETY

Bruhaspati Samal

The

the twilight of their lives,

l when strength wanes and
dependence quietly grows,
millions of old parents in India
are discovering a cruel truth:
blood relations do not always
translate into care. Fathers
who once cycled miles to send
their children to school, moth-
ers who sacrificed health and
hunger to build secure futures
for their families, today wait—
often in silence—for a phone
call, a visit, or basic financial
support. In an India that boasts
of economic growth and demo-

verification safeguards and
grievance mechanisms, the
proposal reflects an unusually
firm resolve to enforce family
responsibility through employ-
ment policy. Symbolically and
substantively, it signals that
the dignity of old parents is no
longer to be treated as a private
moral issue alone, but as a mat-
ter of public concern.

Yet this bold move also
exposes a deeper and older
contradiction embedded in In-
dia’s wage and labour jurispru-
dence—one that has systemati-

invisible parents

wife as 0.8 CU, and two chil-
dren as 0.6 CU each. Notably
absent from this formulation
were the parents of the wage
earner. This omission was car-
ried forward for decades, even
as Indian society aged and joint
families fragmented.

Legally, the obligation to
maintain parents is well es-
tablished. The Maintenance
and Welfare of Parents and
Senior Citizens Act, 2007 man-
dates children and relatives to
provide for food, clothing, resi-
dence and medical care.

only harmonise labour law
with social justice, but also
stand as a landmark judgment
in favour of senior citizens.
This is not merely about num-
bers, percentages or pay scales.
It is about restoring respect to
wrinkled hands that once held
the nation together. It is about
ensuring that old age is not a
punishment for having raised
children. A society that forces
its elders to beg for dignity has
already lost its moral compass.

The time has come for gov-
ernments to move beyond token

disallowed a waiver. Trump’s former national security advisor, John A SOCIETY THAT graphic dividend, the humilia-  cally rendered parents invisible At this historic juncture, welfare and address the struc-
Bolton, wrote in his book, The Room Where It Happened, that Trump FORCES ITS tion of abandoned old age has  in the economic imaginationof = the Telangana government’s  tural roots of neglect. Revising
dismissed Modi’s concerns, telling his team that ‘he’ll be okay’, with become one of the most painful ~ the State. proposal should be seennotas  wage formulas, strengthening
the decision. What this meant was a denial to India of oil that had come ELDERS TO BEG contradictions of our time. Theroots of thisexclusiongo  an anomaly, but as a wake-up  enforcement of maintenance
with concessions such as free transport and insurance and 60 days FOR DIGNITY Against this grim social back-  back to the Minimum Wages  call. Inclusion of old parents laws, and redefining “family”
of credit. India tried to explain that many of its refineries had been drop, the recent announcement  Act, 1948 (now Wage Code 2019)  in the minimum wage fixation =~ in economic policy are revo-
calibrated to process Irani crude and couldn’t suddenly shift, and also HAS ALREADY by the Telangana government  which failed to provide precise =~ formula will certainly have lutionary acts of justice. Let
that the stopping of supply from Iran would affect prices and inflation. LOST ITS MORAL has struck a powerful chord.  statutorynorms for quantifying  a legal and moral binding on = Telangana’s initiative ignite a

Trump would have none of it and we complied then as we have com- Chief Minister A. Revanth  the Minimum Wage. Tryingto  the employees ignoring their = nationwide transformation—
plied again with reference to Russian oil and the purchasing now of COMPASS Reddy has indicated that the  mitigate this gap, the 15th In-  parents and thus it will help = where parents are no longer

Venezuelan and American oil.

We must return to where we started, because it is important that
Indians know what has been done in their name. Sovereignty is violated
by foreign interference in governmental functions. Surrender comes
when one stops resisting and submits to the other side’s authority.

WISDOM CORNER

“ Creating is one thing; telling the story is one thing. | see
myself more as a storyteller than a story creator

state is considering legislation
to deduct 10 per cent of the sal-
ary of government employees
who neglect their elderly par-
ents, transferring the amount
directly to the parents’ bank ac-
counts, but only in cases where
parents formally seek redress.
Coupled with assurances of

dian Labour Conference (ILC)
held in July 1957 laid down the
foundational framework for
need-based minimum wages
in India prescribing five norms
inclusive of defining a standard
family of three consumption
units (CUs) consisted of the
male worker as one CU, the

the parent to be clearly visible
in the eyes of the law. The Cen-
tral Government, wage-fixing
authorities, and constitutional
institutions must act in unison.
A suo motu intervention by the
Supreme Court, directing revi-
sion of minimum wage norms
to include parents, would not

invisible, where wages reflect
responsibility, and where
growing old in India once
again means growing old with
dignity.

The author is a
Service Union Representative
and a columnist.
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Stay away from bats

Budget bombshell

SS RAJAMOULI

“ All of us every single year, we're a different person. | don't
think we're the same person all our lives

Sir, The WHO had confirmed one death from
Nipah virus in northern Bangladesh in a 50-year-
old female patient. She first had fever and head-
ache then hyper salivation, disorientation, and

Sir, The budget presented in Parliament felt more like an encore for in-
vestment-led growth than a serious reform exercise. A fillip to new-age
technology and capital expenditure emerged as the headline acts, while
structural reforms remained conspicuously absent. Overall, this was

| etters

4

STEVEN SPIELBERG —qi‘_‘_‘s- il
I d td. onlv th d e e convulsions dying a week later. Tests confirmed a critic’s choice rather than a crowd pleaser. Over the coming years,
“ n a mad worid, only the mad are sane 'O THE EDITOR Nipah infection. She had no travel history but India appears set to shift the tax burden to support its technological
AKIRA KUROSAWA Readers of Orissa Post drank raw date palm sap, which fruit bats con- muscle. The government unveiled tax breaks and incentives aimed
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B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

at attracting investment into data centres, artificial intelligence, and
the global capability centre (GCC) ecosystem. Yet the markets were
unimpressed. In India’s political cycle, the first and last budgets of a
government’s term typically prioritise giveaways—one to thank voters
and the other to woo them. The third budget is usually the moment for
tough reforms that create short-term pain. With five state elections
this year—none likely to be close—this was an ideal opportunity for
bold action. It was missed. The fertiliser subsidy continues to distort
incentives, encouraging excessive urea use, damaging soil quality,
and enabling diversion and smuggling. Past efforts to reform it failed
due to farmer backlash, but the issue remains unresolved.

Gundu K Maniam, TRICHY

taminate. Health officials monitored 35 close
contacts which tested negative. This follows two
recent Nipah cases in India. Airports in Asia
now screen travelers more closely. Nipah can
kill up to 75% of patients. It spreads mainly from
animals to humans however human-to-human
spread is rare. WHO says international risk is
low hence no travel or trade restrictions are
advised. Bats cross India-Bangladesh borders
freely. To be safe one must avoid raw sap and
bat-shared foods to prevent spread..

RS Narula, PATIALA

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

[l 1915: The landmark film The Birth of a Nation, by D.W. Griffith, made its
premiere at Clune's Auditorium in Los Angeles; while hailed for its technical
and dramatic innovations, the epic was condemned for its overt racism and
positive portrayal of the Ku Klux Klan.

1931: Actor James Dean, who became a symbol of the confused, restless,
and idealistic youth of the 1950s, was born.
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J&K must harness full hydropower potentia

The home minister
stressed the importance
of developing sports
infrastructure and setting
up sports academies to
connect youngsters with
development

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Feb 7: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah reviewed
the progress of development
projects in Jammu and Kash-
mir Saturday, highlighting the
need to utilise the full potential
of hydropower projects in the
Union Territory.

Chairing a high-level review
meeting at the Lok Bhawan
here, Shah said under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership, the Centre is firm-
ly committed to the vision of
building a developed and pros-
perous Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting continued for
nearly two hours and was at-
tended by Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah, Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan, Chief Secretary
of the Union Territory Atal
Dulloo and Director General
of Police (DGP) Nalin Prabhat,
among others, officials said.

“Due to the continuous and
dedicated efforts of the Modi

e

Marking a significant step, Jammu and
Kashmir has been brought under the ambit of
the Special Assistance to States for Capital
Investment (SASCI) scheme for the first time
in Financial Year 2025-26, enabling access to
50-year interest-free loans for capital projects

government to accelerate de-
velopment, the development
projects in Jammu and Kash-
mir have made unprecedented
progress. Jammu and Kashmir
needs to develop the full poten-
tial of its hydropower projects,”
the home minister said.

Shah arrived here late Thurs-
day evening and kicked off his
two-day visit to the region by
touring the forward outposts
of the Border Security Force
(BSF) at Gurnam and Bobiyian
along the International Border

in Kathua district Friday.

On his return from Kathua,
he chaired a security review
meeting, which, among others,
was attended by Army chief
General Upendra Dwivedi, with
a focus on freeing Jammu and
Kashmir from terrorism.

During the meeting on proj-
ects, Shah undertook a compre-
hensive review of key sectors,
such as road infrastructure,
power, industry, tourism, 4G
and optical-fibre connectivity.

He said a special focus should

be laid on achieving 100 per
cent saturation of the govern-
ment’s welfare schemes and
ensuring that the benefits of
all development projects reach
the intended beneficiaries. The
home minister stressed the im-
portance of developing sports
infrastructure and setting up
sports academies to connect
youngsters with development.
“In this regard, efforts will be
made to secure an investment of
about Rs 200 crore by engaging
with various sports bodies,” he
said. Shah also said efforts should
be made to promote the dairy
sector in Jammu and Kashmir
through the National Dairy De-
velopment Board (NDDB).
Marking a significant step,
Jammu and Kashmir has been
brought under the ambit of the
Special Assistance to States for
Capital Investment (SASCI)

Shah

scheme for the first time in Fi-
nancial Year 2025-26, enabling
access to 50-year interest-free
loans for capital projects.

Shah underlined that strong
fiscal discipline would assist
in stabilising the Union Terri-
tory’s fiscal deficit over time.

“India is steadily progress-
ing towards the goal of Viksit
Bharat by 2047, marking 100
years of Independence, and
the government will continue
to extend wholehearted support
to Jammu and Kashmir in the
pursuit of this goal,” he said.

Shah’s visit highlights the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led
Centre’s firm resolve to make
Jammu and Kashmir’s devel-
opment, peace and security a
foremost national priority, an
official spokesperson said.

During his two-day tour, the
home minister met the families
of several police personnel who
were Killed fighting terrorism and
handed over job letters to them. A
BJP delegation also called on the
home minister Friday.

“I held meetings in Jammu
with the state office-bearers
and MLAs and MPs of Jammu
and Kashmir BJP. The BJP will
continue working to ensure the
ground-level reach of Modiji’s
development initiatives, while
expanding the organisation to
realise the vision of a developed
Jammu and Kashmir, a secure
Jammu and Kashmir,” Shah
said in a post in Hindi on X.

Army chief visits forward
areas along LoC in Poonch

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Feb 7: Army chief Gen
Upendra Dwivedi Saturday visit-
ed forward areas of Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch sector and
assessed deployment posture,
surveillance measures and readi-
ness of deployed formations.

The Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) Friday attended a
high-level security review
chaired by Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah and also visited
the headquarters of the Jam-
mu-based White Knight Corps
to assess the operational pre-
paredness in the region.

“The COAS visited forward
areas of Poonch sector to review
operational preparedness. He as-
sessed deployment posture, sur-
veillance measures and security
arrangements, and reviewed the
overall readiness of formations
deployed in the sector,” Addi-

tional Directorate General of
Public Information (ADGPT) of
the Army wrote on X.

During the visit, Gen Dwive-
di interacted with troops and
lauded the high standards of
professionalism and readiness
demonstrated by the soldiers
deployed in the challenging
terrain, commending their un-
wavering dedication and excep-
tional preparedness.

Officials said the Army chief
visited the twin border dis-
tricts of Poonch and Rajouri
and was briefed by senior offi-
cers on the ground. Gen Dwive-
di met with field commanders
of the Army and officers of
other security agencies, offi-
cials said, adding that he took
stock of the security situation,
both along the LoC as well as
in hinterland areas, in view of
ongoing counter-terror opera-
tions in Poonch.

Delhi to roll out four
curated tourism circuits

The initiative includes four
themed circuits - “Dilli Ki
Dharohar’, ‘Dilli ka Dil aur
Virasat', ‘Dilli ka Rahasya’
and ‘Dilli Dekho Dil Se’ --
which will operate daily
except Mondays

" PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 7: To mark the com-
pletion of its first year in office, the
Delhi government will roll out four
curated tourism circuits along with
a guided heritage walk from Febru-
ary 20, aiming to offer residents and
visitors a systemic tour exploring
the capital’s historical, cultural and
architectural landmarks.

An official of the Delhi Tourism
and Transportation Development
Corporation (DTTDC) said the
initiative includes four themed cir-
cuits - ‘Dilli Ki Dharohar’, ‘Dilli ka
Dil aur Virasat’, ‘Dilli ka Rahasya’
and ‘Dilli Dekho Dil Se’ -- which
will operate daily except Mondays.

The circuits have been designed
as half-day guided tours, covering
prominent monuments, museums
and public spaces across the capital,
he said. The official said tickets for
the tours can be booked online, fol-
lowing which tourists will receive
detailed instructions regarding the
reporting point and schedule.

Tourist footfall in J&K crossed 1.77cr

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

“After booking, visitors will
be informed about a designated
assembly location from where
DTTDC will provide an organised
bus service. The same bus will take
tourists to all sites included in the
selected circuit,” the official added.

According to him, the ‘Dilli Ki
Dharohar’ (Delhi’s legacy) tour
will operate in the morning -- from
8 am to 2 pm -- and cover Agrasen
ki Baoli, Purana Qila and Akshard-
ham Mandir, with drive-past views
of landmarks such as India Gate,
Rashtrapati Bhavan, Parliament
House and Bharat Mandapam. Tick-
et prices have been fixed at Rs 315
for adults and Rs 157 for children.

Similarly, the ‘Dilli ka Dil aur
Virasat’ (Delhi’s soul and heritage)
circuit, scheduled in the evening
from 4 pm to 9.30 pm, will include
visits to the Pradhan Mantri San-
grahalaya, National War Memorial
and Kartavya Path, Qutub Complex
and Dilli Haat at INA, the official

Jammu, Feb 7: The Jammu and
Kashmir government Saturday
informed the Legislative Assembly
that 1.77 crore tourists, including
over 36,000 foreigners, visited the

Union Territory in 2025.

In reply to a question by National
Conference MLA Hasnain Masoodi,
the government said that Jammu

and Kashmir received more than

1.77 crore tourists in 2025, includ-

ing over 36,000 foreign visitors.

The Tourism Department said

First consignment of exotic bulls reaches Kashmir

Jammu: In a first-of-its-kind initiative, bulls of exotic breeding were transported from Bangalore
to Jammu and Kashmir through railway parcel vans, with the consignment reaching Budgam
railway station in the valley Friday, officials said. The transportation of 23 bulls was carried

out under the breeding development programme of the agriculture and animal husbandry
department and facilitated by the Northern Railways’ Jammu division, marking the first time
that livestock has been moved over such a long distance to Kashmir via rail. Officials said that
six bulls were unloaded at the Bari Brahmana goods shed in Jammu, while the remaining 17
were offloaded at the Budgam goods shed in central Kashmir. “The parcel train, which departed
from Bangalore in Karnataka, passed through several states before reaching the Valley via the
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL),” officials said. They further informed that
strict Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) norms and special chambers were enforced to ensure
the safety and welfare of the animals during transit. Senior Divisional Commercial Manager,
Jammu, Uchit Singhal, said that the initiative is expected to boost the region’s dairy sector. “The
arrival of these high-quality exotic bulls will help improve local cattle breeds in Kashmir and

significantly enhance milk production c

that 1,77,65,390 tourists visited the
Union Territory between January
1 and December 31, 2025. Of them,

apacity,” Singhal said.

said, adding that drive-past attrac-
tions include 11 Murti, the embassy
area and illuminated government
buildings. Ticket prices are Rs 420
for adults and Rs 210 for children.

He said the ‘Dilli ka Rahasya’
(Mysteries of Delhi) circuit will be
a morning tour covering Jantar
Mantar, the National Museum, Lodi
Garden and Safdarjung Tomb, along
with drive-past views of central Del-
hi landmarks. The ‘Dilli Dekho Dil
Se’ tour will be held in the evening
and feature the National War Me-
morial, India Gate, Pradhan Mantri
Sangrahalaya and a Hindi light-and-
sound show, followed by a visit to
Dilli Haat, the official said.

Additionally, the DTTDC will
launch a Haunted Heritage Walk
at Malcha Mahal from February
20. The guided walk will be held
on weekends and on group demand
with a minimum of six partici-
pants, and tickets will be priced at
Rs 550 per person, he added.

36,410 were international trav-
ellers, while 1,77,28,980 were do-
mestic tourists. The government
said it has not set specific targets
for tourist arrivals in 2026, but
stressed that sustained promotion-
al and developmental measures are
under way to boost both domestic
and foreign inflow.

On the resumption of inter-
national flights from Srinagar
airport, the government said the
airport is fully equipped with im-
migration, customs, security and
passenger-handling facilities.
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different Biock of Rayagada Cistrict under MATY 3.8
& Construction of Canal Lining of AJagarrathpur
MIP in Kolnara Bizck of Rayagada Destrict wnder
spocal Central Assislance o State ([CAPEXR Lining)
for the year 2025-26.
© 04 [Four) Nos.
Approximataly vares 'rom Rs.58.75 Lakh o
R=5.68.7% Lakh

ra

Total Mumber of works
3 Estimaled cnst

A Pangd of cormplshon Ag mehoreG AgRnsl gach wark e Annesons fo
Bid Motize
5 Class af Contractar . As mantkored against each work in Annexuna 1o
Bid Motice
B, Date and vme of availability of bid . From 10,00 AM. of 10.02.2026 to 5.00 P.M. of
docunents «n the portal 2402, 2026

7. Lastdatelire for receipt of bids - 5.00 F.M. on 24.02.2026
ir the portal
% Date of apanng of bid A1 00A M pn 2502 2026 10 wahsila Jwee

lendarsnnssa.goent

B Sutmmssion of Bus Ording mode
10, Marme of fha Ofices inviting Rid . Supenntending Cngineer, Maor lirigaticn Doisian,
Rayapada

11 Further details can be 2een from the Government of Cdisha Website
vy rendersadisha govin
Sd./- Buperintending Eng

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF DISTRICT MEDICAL &
PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER, BARGRRH

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
No. 766/Date 06.02.2026

No.10001/21/2526 : In refer to the tender cali notice
No.382/date. 19.01.2026 published on dt.22.01.2026 in
Newspaper “The Prameya" and "The Times of India”, the
EMD should be submitted in form of TDR/FDR or Bank
Guarantee pledged in favour of COM & PHO, Bargarh
and the annual turnover will be calculated in average for
three year. The last date of receiving of tender document
will be 13.02.2026 upto 5 P.M and the opening of tender
call notice wiil be 17.02.2026 at 11 A.M.

Sd/- Chief District Medical

QIPR-10G01/10124/1/25-26/0001 & Public Heaith Officer, Bargarh

sdlgIa edlandae @idume, ega

&m{ OFFIGE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, °
CHOUDWAR

Govt. of Odisha (H&U.D Deptt.) CUTTACK (ODISHA) PIN-754071
Phone Ne. : 0671-2394272{C), e-mail : choudwarmunicipality@oamail.com

No.Dev1786 Quotation Call Notic Date : 04.02.2026
No 130044212526 © Sealed quotations are invied from intending Authosized Firma!
Supplinis & Agencies having up to date GET Ragistiation copy, AN cad copy and valid
registration copy for supplying fitling and fiking of FRP Sculpture depicting the Baita
{Traditional Kalinga Type) along with 21 Nos Sadhaba Male & Female symbol in Baita
Yatra in Ward Mo 12 of Choudwar Municipality as per tha description as follows.

Sl Mo. Description

1 FRF e Boita (Traditi Kalinga Type) along with 21 Mos
Sadhaba Male & Female symbol in Boita Yatra Size (35'x16') and Base size
(42'x10'x2.5")

%

CIPR-32001/32524/1/25-26/0026

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform general pubbic at large including media,
investors and all concerned persons, that immovable - .
properties exclusively belonging te Sahara india Group
and owned by various Group Companies are scattersd -
all over India. It has come to the knowledge of the -
Company that persons illegally claiming themselves to
be rightful cwners or ttle holders or duly authorised
persons. ars trying to dispose of those properties by
illegal means for illegal purposes.

Through this public notice, public &t largs is beaing
warned and cautioned that no property belonging

to Sahara India Group can be soid, transferred or
alienated or registered without permission, directions and approval of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court of India. Any person ar institulion trying to sell or
purchase any of the preperties belonging to Sahara India Group is liable for
prosecution and imprisanment and such fransfer shall be void at inidio, illegal
and deemed to be non-est in the eyes of law. If any person is trying to enter
inte any such transaction, shall be liable for all cansequences thereta,

It has also come to the knowiedge of the company that one dr Kuruba
B. Nagaraj and his associate Mr, Y. S, Srinivasan have aliegedly soid
and caused registration of Sahara properties by impersonation including
misrepressntation and through fabricated documents  In furtherancs of
aforesaid criminal intent, sale deed having numbers 10612600003/2026 and
10612600004,/2026 for land admeasuring 31 Acres 597 Decimals situated at
Mouza: Pathara, Tehsil: Kanisi, District: Ganjam, State: Odisha have been
registered before the Sub-Reqistrar, Berhampur-1, Odisha.

All members of the public, investors and real-estate dealers are again strictly
cauliongd nat to purchass, invest in, or enter inlo any type of transaction for
any property belonging to Sahara India Group, unless it is backed by specific
orders of the Hon'bile Supreme Court of India or concerned autharity,

Any such transaction shall be entirely at the rizk and peril of the concerned
parties.

Issued in public interest.

Date: 068.02.2026

Place: Lucknow

Issued by: Sahara India Commercial Corporation Limited

Sd./- Sri Naveen Kumar Maurya

Anthorised Representative

Maobile : 9369721496/97 76785555

M.l Division, Rayagada

The prescribed guataticn schedule can ke obtainad from tha Office of the Choudwas
Mumicipality, Choudwar durng office hours on all werking days from dt.06.02 2026 to
db 1802, 2026 within 1,00 PR on payment of Rs. 10000/ (Rupses Ten Thousand) only in the
zhape of cash froun CHiice of the Executive Offizer, Choudwan Municipality towards the papes
cosl which iz non-refundablz. The Guetation pager will ba received wpla 1.00 PM by 1his
office within d1.15.02 2028 through Reqd. postiSpeed post or in person and the same wil be
opered on ihe same dats al 3 00 FM 0 the Office of Choudwar Municipality in the presence
of Ihe quikalionens or ther guthorised representative who wishes to reman presenl The
quatabon delay in postai delivery after due date and ime will Aot he taken into consigasation.

The authorily reserves right to reject any or all quolations without assigring any reason
{hereof

OIPR-13001413138/1/25-26/0012

Sd - Executive Officer
Choudwar Municipadity

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
ST & SC DEVELOPMENT DEPRRTMENT
PROJECT RDMINISTRATOR, ITDA, PHULBANI

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
Tender Call Notice {TCN) Ne. 182 / Date. 30.01.2626
Bid ldentification No, PA ITDA PLBE 04 of 2025-26
MNo.19001/15/2526 : The Project Administrator ITDA, Phulbani cn
behalf of Govt, of Qdisha invites Percantage rate of bids in Doutle
cover system o be received in online mode only for the construction
of 02 Nos. of Building works. The bidders have to participate
in “online" bidding oniy. The website for online bidding is www.
tendersodisha.gov.in. The details of bid documents wifl be available
in above website from 10.00 A.M. of 02.02.2026 to 16.02.2026 by
5.00 P.M. The bidders must possess compatible Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) of Class -1l or Class- i, Bids received onling shall
be opened at 11.30 AM. on 17.02.2026 in the office of the Project
Administrator, ITDA, Phuibani. Further details can be seen from
the Website www.tendersodisha.gov.in. The detailed terms and
conditions of the tender are annexed herewith as Annexure- A and
may also be referred to in the Detailed Tender Call Notice (DTCN).
Sd./- Project Administrator
ITDA, Phulbani

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RWS&S DIVISION, MALKANGIRI

E-mail : eerwss_mal@nic.in, eerwssmlkgi@gmail.com

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

INVITATION FOR BIDS

contract

Bid Identification No. | RWSS5_MKG_ONLINE_06/2025-26
No 2500112472526  The Superinternding Erpginger. RWESES Dmson Malkangri on behelf of Goverpor of Qdiska invites mds from bidders
of eligible Authorized Manufacturers ¢ Deaders ! Distributers £ Firms for the work dedailed in the table below to be eventually draswn up in P=1

1. Marue uf the Wark @ Sunply & Inslallaton of Equiprments, Glassware. Furnifie with desking el al Sub-Onasonal Waler Tashing Laboratony.
Mathili under RYWSES Dawson. Malkangn :n Malkangie Disttict [As detailed in TOCNY 2. Mo, of Waorks - 01 No,, 3 Estimated Cost: ¥ 11.61 Lakhs.
4. Tender Paper Cost : Re. 6000/ each, 5. Class of Contractor © Authorised Manufacturer 7 Dealer [ Distributer ! Firm. 6. Period of Completion
o1 ({Onal ealandar month, 7. Critlcal dates

DATED : 04.02.2026

Pracurement Officer

Bid ldenbfication Mo

Auwailability of Tendes Snline for
Bidding
Frany To

Last Dale of seeking
lendar Clanfication

Crate of epening
Lhe B

Buperintending Engmssr
RWSEAS Division, Malk

RIWSE_MKG_
i*i | ONLINE_06 of 2025-256

11.02.2026 ar | 18.02. 2026 up to
{8.00 Hours 17.00 Hours

20022026 At
11.00 Hours

18.02.2026

OIPR-25001/250441(25-26/0024

< Further defals can be soen n 9 bddng docuements, wivch s available in the c-procarement pertal b e tandersod|s b ooy .
+ Bubsenuent romigendur if required shall be appeared in fhe websile
4Btk crity Fescives e nght Lo reect any ar all lenders withoul assgnmg ary reason Ihoeraof,

Superintending Englneer
RWSAE Divisian,

OIPR-18001/19069/1/25-26/0001
I.gf-"f*"gfi} 691910 slaadiae Qidune, eSlgia
OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNGCIL, “@9
CHOUDWAR
Govt. of Odisha (H&U.D Deptt.) CUTTACK (ODISHA) PIN-754071
Phone Neo. : 0671-2394272(C), e-mail : choudwarmunicipality@oamail.com

No.DeviiTod Quotation Call Notice Date : 04.02.2026
Mo 13001/47/2526  Sealed quotations are invited from the inlending Authorized Firms !
Suppliers & Agancias having up to date GET Registration copy, PAN card copy and valid
registration copy for supphyng fting and fixng of FRP Letter of 205 @a@nes in Ward
Mo 12 of Choudwar Municipadity as per the descaption as follows.

SiNo Dascription

1 Work for applying FRP lining letier with colour pigments of 2180 206 and
letter size showld be 45 inches & Bazse Swe (35 x 4"x %) wilth Tiies!/Granite

The prescribed gquotation scheduls can be obtained from the office of the Choudwar
Municipality, Choudwar during office heurs on all wosking days from 4t.06,02. 2026 ©
118,02 2026 within 1.00 PM on payment of Rs 60005 {Rupees Six Thousand) only in
the shape of nash from office of the Executive Officer, Choudwar Mumcipality towards
the paper cost whech 15 nen-refundabde. The Quotabon paper will be received upto
1.00 PR by this office within di.18.02 2026 through Regd post'Speed posi ar in persan
and the same will be opened on the same date at 3.00 PM i the office of Choudwar
Musizipality in the presence of the quotationer or their autharised representative who
wishes to remain present. The guotation delay in postal delivery afler due date and time
will not be takan into consideration

The auihonty reserves right to reject any or all guolations wilhout assgming any

re g thereot. Sd.i- Executive Officer
OIPR-13001/13138/1/25-26/0014 Choudwar Municipality
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national

MAYAWATI | BSP CHIEF

The Brahmin community
is vocally protesting its
neglect (‘upeksha’), insecurity
(‘asuraksha’) and disrespect
(‘asamman’), a fact that is
being discussed nationwide.
The BJP appears to be
somewhat uneasy and
concerned about its impact

SALMAN KHAN ATTENDS
BHAGWAT’S RSS EVENT

Bollywood star Salman Khan was
Saturday seen deeply engrossed
in Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwa’s

speech at an event in Mumbai to
mark the organisation’s centenary

celebrations

BJP’s Ritu Tawde set to
become Mumbai mayor

END OF THACKERAY-ERA

iuotel 2 8

India has L "

successfully

carried out T h
-_ £

an international o

translocation of = |

a wild species
that had gone

extinct in the country, with the
project now reaching the third
India-born generation of chee-
tahs. A new batch of cheetahs

from Botswana is expected to

arrive around February-end

BHUPENDER YADAV |
UNION ENVIRONMENT MINISTER

The en-
thusiasm
of tourists

from across

the country to
visit Jammu and
Kashmir has not
diminished. There is a need
for aggressive marketing of
Jammu and Kashmir's tourist
destinations in other states to
explore the tourism potential
available

AMIT SHAH I UNION HOME MINISTER

Today,
‘ elderly
pensioners

and even govern-
ment employees
suffering from
illnesses are
struggling to get medicines

ASHOK GEHLOT I FORMER RAJASTHAN CM

SHORT TAKES

¥ Heroin worth over
713 crore seized

Thane: Police in
Maharashtra's Thane city
have seized more than 4 kg of
heroin worth over ¥13 crore
and arrested three persons

in connection with the drug
during a special operation,
officials said. One of the
arrested accused allegedly
had links with Mumbai's
underworld, and his name
had also cropped up during
the probe into the 1993
Mumbai serial blasts, a senior
official said. In a crackdown
in the early hours of February
3, a crime branch team seized
heroin, a highly addictive
drug, valued at 6.9 crore,
said Deputy Commissioner

of Police (Crime) Amarsingh
Jadhav Friday evening.

Pappu Yadav sent
to judicial custody

Patna: Independent MP
Rajesh Ranjan, popularly
known as Pappu Yadav,

was sent to two-day judicial
custody by a court in Patna
Saturday after he was
arrested in connection with

a case dating back to 1995.
The Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Court said his bail
plea will be heard Monday,
and till then, he will be kept
at Patna Medical College and
Hospital for treatment. Yadav
was arrested Friday night at
his residence in Mandiri after
a warrant was issued against
him by the MP/MLA court in
connection with a case lodged
under Section 467 (forgery of
documents) of the IPC.

Wild elephant kills
five in two days

Bokaro: A wild elephant,
which strayed into a village in
Jharkhand's Bokaro district,
has killed five people over
two days, officials said. The
female elephant trampled
two persons to death and
injured four others Friday
night. It killed three people
Thursday morning, they
said. "The jumbo is part of a
herd of five elephants. But,
she is the only one causing
trouble," Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) Sandeep Sinde
told PTI.

Massive fire breaks
out at tar factory

Raipur: A massive fire broke
out at a tar factory in the
Bhanpuri industrial area of
Chhattisgarh's capital Raipur
Saturday, officials said. Thick
black smoke billowing from
the premises was visible from
a long distance. No casualties
were reported in the incident,
they said.

Though | arge y ceremonial,
the mayor’s post carries
enormous political and
symbolic significance in

Mumbai’s identity-driven

politics. ‘Tawde’s elevation
marks the BJP’s return to
the post after 44 years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 7: BJP’s Ri-
tu Tawde is all set to become
the mayor of Mumbai and the
party’s first in four decades
after Shiv Sena (UBT) decided
against fielding a challenger,
making the contest unopposed
and ending the Thackeray
family's 25-year dominance
over the richest civic body.

Though largely ceremonial,
the mayor's post carries enor-
mous political and symbolic
significance in Mumbai's iden-
tity-driven politics. Tawde's el-
evation marks the BJP's return
to the post after 44 years.

On the final day of filing nom-
inations, the Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena, a BJP ally in the rul-
ing Mahayuti, named Sanjay
Ghadi as its candidate for depu-
ty mayor. The party announced
that the deputy mayor's term
would be split, allowing four
or more corporators to serve
during the tenure.

Tawde's elevation means the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena will not be able to occupy
the mayor's post after 25 years.
The undivided party controlled
the BMC from 1997 to 2022.

The Mumbai mayoral
election is scheduled for Feb-
ruary 11, which is the last day
to withdraw the nominations.

Tawde and Ghadi filed their
nominations at the municipal
secretary's office in the pres-
ence of Minister Mangal Pra-
bhat Lodha, BJP's Mumbai
unit chief Ameet Satam, former
Shiv Sena MP Rahul Shewale,
and other leaders of Mahayuti.

A senior BMC official told
PTI that they have received
just one nomination from BJP's
Tawde for the mayor's post

hiv Sena, BJP's ally, declares

Sanjay Ghadi as their
candidate for the deputy Mayor
position

he BJP-Shiv Sena alliance

holds a majority in the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation

he BMC is one of the richest
civic bodies in India, with a
substantial budget

and another from Ghadi for
the deputy mayor's post before
the 6 PM deadline for filing
nominations.

Although Opposition parties
have not filed nominations, the
Mayoral election process will
be completed as per procedure
February 11.

According to a draw of lots
by the Urban Development
Department, the Mumbai
mayor's post became reserved
for a woman candidate from the
open category.

Tawde, a corporator from
suburban Ghatkopar, told
media persons that a safer and
developed Mumbai is her vi-
sion. She wanted to work for
the citizens of Mumbai, which
is a cosmopolitan city.

Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena (UBT) was expected to file
anomination against the BJP
candidate, but decided against
it after a meeting was convened
at Thackeray's residence.

Former Mayor and Shiv Se-
na (UBT) leader in the BMC,
Kishori Pednekar, described
the development as a victory
of Marathi manoos.

“The BJP had to accept that
Marathi manoos is a Hindu.

App-based cab, auto drivers strike

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 7: Ride-hail-
ing apps such as Ola, Uber
and Rapido were sporadically
impacted Saturday as drivers
went on a partial strike across
several cities in the country.
Telangana Gig and Platform
Workers Union (TGPWU) had
called for a “breakdown” Feb-
ruary 7 to protest against exist-
ing rules and practices of app-
based transportation platforms.
It has demanded that the
Centre and state governments
should notify minimum base
fare app-based transport
services and bar the use of
non-commercial vehicles for
commercial passenger and
goods transport. “We received
one of the biggest responses to

our call for breakdown today.
We had planned to sit with
heads and our leaders of 20
states to protest against the
practices of app-based transport
services firms and unexpected-
ly driver partners also turned
up at Jantar Mantar,” TGPWU
founder state President Shaik
Salauddin told PTI. “We can see
data online. Therefore, whenever
the demand surged our partners
declined to accept booking. We
want the government to come up
with its own fare slabs including
deciding a minimum base fare
so that it is convenient for both
drivers and consumers. When
there is a surge in demand, apps
increase prices 2-3 times which
makes it inconvenient for users.
We are against such practices,”
Salauddin said.

If the mayor of Mumbai is
Marathi manoos, we won’t do
anything that amounts to a bad
omen. Our victory in the elec-
tions was for Marathi manoos.
We have accepted the arithme-
tic and will play the role of a
strong Opposition and fight for
Mumbali,” she said, adding that
we are committed to whatever
is good for Mumbai.

The Sena (UBT) had raised
the emotive “Marathi identity”
plank in last month's Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion elections, where the party
had allied with MNS. However,
the BJP and Shiv Sena, led by
Shinde, emerged victorious.

The BJP emerged as
the single largest party in
the 227-member BMC by
bagging 89 seats, while Shiv
Sena won 29 seats.

The ruling alliance, with a
combined strength of 118 corpo-
rators, is well past the halfway
mark of 114 and is well-placed
to secure the posts of mayor
and deputy mayor.

In the Opposition camp, the
Sena (UBT) secured 65 seats,
while its allies, the Maharash-
tra Navnirman Sena (MNS)
and the Nationalist Congress
Party (SP) won six and one
seat, respectively.

Ritu Tawde, who was earli-
er with the Congress, joined
the BJP in 2012 and was
elected as a corporator the
same year.

During her first term as
a member of the BMC, she
chaired the Education Com-
mittee and was actively in-
volved in raising issues relat-
ed to local infrastructure, wa-
ter supply, and public safety.

BIKER DEATH CASE

Delhi cops arrest
subcontractor for
not reportlng fall

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 7: The Delhi
Police has arrested a subcon-
tractor for allegedly withhold-
ing the fact that a biker had
fallen into a pit dug by the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) in Janakpuri
area despite being aware of the
incident, thus delaying police
and emergency response, an
official said Saturday.

The police also noted that the
authorities concerned with the
excavation work were aware
of the threat posed by the
nearly 15-foot-deep pit “in the
middle of the road”, and yet
failed to ensure basic safety
measures, including installa-
tion of barricading or warning
signs, at the site.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (West) Darade Sharad
Bhaskar said, the investigation
has revealed that the accused
-- Rajesh Kumar Prajapati (47)
-- knew that someone had fall-
en into the pit hours before the
matter was reported to the po-
lice. According to the official, an
eyewitness -- Vipin Singh, who
was returning to his home in
Sagarpur after attending a wed-
ding -- saw a motorcycle had fall-
en into the ditch and informed
a security guard at a nearby ga-
rage. Call detail records showed
that Yogesh informed Prajapati
about the incident at 12:22 am,
following which the subcontrac-
tor reached the spot within 15-20
minutes, he said.

However, Prajapati neither
informed police nor the emer-
gency services at that time. The
incident was reported to the
authorities around 8 am the
following morning, the DCP
added. According to police,
Prajapati, a B Com graduate
and resident of north Delhi's
Tri Nagar area, has been arrest-
ed, while teams have been dis-
patched to trace Yogesh, who
is believed to be a resident of
Uttar Pradesh. The FIR states
the pit had been dug by the DJB
and its contractor on Professor

Skaters at the ice skating rink at Lakkar Bazar, in Shimla

Joginder Singh Marg near the
Andhra School, and left open
without any safety arrange-
ments to alert road users.

Advocate Astha Chaturvedi,
the counsel for the family of the
deceased, alleged delays by po-
lice in collecting crucial evi-
dence, including CCTV footage.

She said an FIR has been
registered against the DJB and
the contractor concerned over
alleged negligence suggested by
the absence of barricades and
adequate lighting.

Chaturvedi claimed the de-
ceased's family had not been
informed about the suspension
of any official so far. She also
raised concerns over the pace
of the investigation, alleging
that CCTV footage from the
scene has not been provided
even after more than 24 hours
since the incident.

A Janakpuri resident, Jas-
preet Singh, alleged that safe-
ty measures were put in place
only after the fatal accident.
“This is not a one-day issue. Af-
ter the boy died, they (author-
ities) suddenly remembered to
put up barricades. There were no
signs or barricading earlier,” he
said. According to a senior gov-
ernment official, an ex-gratia of
%10 lakh is likely to be provided
to the victim's family soon. In the
wake of the incident, the Delhi
government has directed DJB
engineers to visit all ongoing
construction sites and take cor-
rective measures by Saturday
evening.

"Site visits are ongoing, en-
gineers have been directed
to identify shortcomings and
take corrective measures by
evening at all ongoing con-
struction sites," a senior DJB
official said.

PTI PHOTO

SC to review HP’s plea to drop cases against MPs, MLAs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 7: The Su-
preme Court has agreed to
hear a plea of the Himachal
Pradesh government against
a high court order not allow-
ing the withdrawal of 45 cases
lodged against MPs and MLAs,
including those lodged during
the tenure of the previous BJP
government against Congress
workers for holding rallies
during the Covid pandemic.

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justice Joym-
alya Bagchi issued a notice on
the plea challenging the April
26, 2024, order of the High Court
of Himachal Pradesh not al-
lowing withdrawal of criminal
cases against sitting and former
lawmakers of the state.

The high court partly al-
lowed the plea of the Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu-led Congress
government to withdraw only

15 cases recommended for with-
drawal.

The high court noted that
out of the 65 cases recommend-
ed for withdrawal by the home
department, five, including one
against Chief Minister Sukhu,
have been disposed of during
the pendency of the petition.

On Friday, senior advocate
V Giri, appearing for the state
government, sought permission
of the top court to withdraw the
cases in public interest after
taking independent opinions of
public prosecutors and district
attorneys in consultation with
the district magistrates and su-
perintendents of police.

The bench issued a notice
and posted the matter for hear-
ing March 16.

On April 26, 2024, the high
court refused to allow with-
drawal of cases pertaining to
offences under sections 269
(negligent acts likely to spread

infection of disease dangerous
to life), 353 (assaulting or using
criminal force against a public
servant to deter them from dis-
charging their duties), 504 (in-
tentional insult with intent to
provoke breach of peace), and
506 (criminal intimidation) of

®  The high court partly
allowed the plea of the
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu-

led Congress government

to withdraw only 15 cases
recommended for withdrawal

® The high court noted

that out of the 65 cases
recommended for withdrawal
by the home department,
five, including one against
Chief Minister Sukhu, have
been disposed of during the
pendency of the petition

the IPC, and sections of the Na-
tional Highways Act and Disas-
ter Management Act.

The high court said that
though according to Section
321 of the CrPC, there was no
requirement of seeking permis-
sion of the high court before
withdrawing prosecutions,
but such permission has be-
come mandatory in view of the

decision of the Supreme Court
in the Ashwani Kumar Upad-
hyay vs Union of India (2020)
case, where the accused were
sitting former MLAs.

It noted that the 2020 decision
of the apex court said that the
public prosecutor may with-
draw from a prosecution not
merely on the ground of paucity
of evidence but also to further
the broad ends of public justice.

The high court added that
the apex court said the public
prosecutor must formulate an
independent opinion before
seeking the consent of the court
to withdraw from the prosecu-
tion and that the power vested
under Section 321 of the CrPC is
a responsibility which is to be
utilised in public interest and
cannot be used for extraneous
and political considerations
and has to be used with utmost
good faith to serve the larger
public interest.

Churachandpur limps
back to normalcy after
two days of protests

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal/Churachandpur, Feb
7: Normalcy began returning
to parts of Manipur’s Chura-
chandpur district Saturday
morning after two days of
protests, police said.

The violent protests began
Thursday after three BJP
legislators from the Kuki-Zo
and Hmar communities
joined Meitei MLASs to form a
government in the ethnic strife-
hit state.

MLA Nemcha Kipgen joined
the Y Khemchand Singh-led
government as deputy chief
minister, while L M Khaute and
N Sanate supported her.

The demonstrations
were largely confined to the
stretch between Tuibong and
Kangvai in Churachandpur
town, unlike earlier instances
when disturbances had spread
across the district headquar-
ters, police said.

While most areas of Chura-
chandpur town witnessed re-
sumption of business activities,
several shops in the Tuibong ar-
ea remained closed, they said.

Additional security forces
have been deployed to prevent
any untoward incident.

Two tribal bodies had im-
posed a “total shutdown” in
Kuki-dominated Churachand-
pur, while rallies were held in
Kangpokpi and Tengnoupal dis-
tricts, alleging that the legisla-
tors betrayed their community.
The Kuki-Zo groups have been
demanding a separate admin-
istrative unit for them, as the
violence that broke out in May
2023 deeply divided the state on
ethnic lines, with members of
the two communities not ven-
turing into each other’s areas.

Over 260 people have been
killed and thousands displaced
in the ethnic clashes. The state
had been under President's
Rule for one year, before Singh
took oath as the chief minister
Wednesday.

Kerala HC: Laws, rules
should not create discord
hetween religions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Feb 7: The Kerala
High Court has said that statutes,
rules and regulations should not
become instruments for creating
discord or disharmony between
religious, castes or communities,
instead they should function as a
unifying force.

The observation by the High
Court came while dismissing a
plea seeking a declaration that
entry of two Christian priests
into the Adoor Sree Parthasara-
thy Temple in Pathanamthitta
district in 2023 was violative
of the Kerala Hindu Places of
Public Worship (Authorisation
of Entry) Act, 1965.

Dr Zacharias Mar Aprem
and another priest, were in-
vited to the temple to attend a
function in connection with the
Sreekrishna Jayanthi celebra-
tion September 7, 2023.

The plea by Sanil Narayanan
Nampoothiri, a teacher by
profession, had also sought a
direction to the Travancore
Devaswom Board (TDB) and
the temple authorities to pre-
vent entry of non-Hindus into
the Sree Parthasarathy shrine.

A bench of Raja Vijayara-
ghavan V and K V Jayakumar
referred to the sacred Sanskrit
mantra from the 'Taittiriya
Upanishad' -- 'Matru Devo Bha-
va Pitru Devo Bhava, Acharya
Devo Bhava, Atithi Devo Bha-
va' -- and said that it signifies
that mother, father, teacher,
and guest are equivalent to
God and are to be treated with
respect and honour.

The court said that in the
instant case, the Christian
priests were allowed to enter
the temple as guests by the
tantri "which is fundamentally
distinct from an entry claimed
as a matter of right".

"Such a permissive and cere-
monial entry, in our considered
view, cannot be construed as a
violation of the provisions of
the Act, the rules framed there-
under, or the established rites,
usages and customs governing
the temple," it said.
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After taking blessings of

Lalu ji, | have taken a firm resolve
to work, with everyone’s coop-
eration, to strengthen the party
and give it recognition not only
at the state level but also

INTERNATIONAL OIL CARGO .
SMUGGLING RACKET BUSTED

The Indian Coast Guard Saturday
said it has busted an international
oil smuggling racket by appre-
hending a set of vessels linked to

@orissa
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India trusted partner for growth: P
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.

We offered
prayers for
the people of
Kerala to be secure
and to move
towards develop-
ment. We are fully
with the people of Kerala

NITIN NABIN I BJP PRESIDENT

As agriculture
minister, |
can say with

pride that the
interests of our
farmers have been
fully safeguarded,
whether it is with regards to bas-
mati, rice, spices or textiles

SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN I
UNION AGRICULTURE MINISTER

Amaravati
‘ Quantum "~ -
Valley should = "~ = :
emerge as a hub '? = )

for research and e
innovation. Andhra V/

has positioned ~

itself as a promoter of frontier
technologies and is committed to
creating conditions that attract
global-scale investment and
innovation

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU | ANDHRA CM
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Amit Shah: We'll

L build a temple for
890 crore!

Khan Sir:

we'll build

five hospitals,
including one

[} }'
for cancer.

Now you probably understand why
an "educated" leader is essential

for the country.
@shrutidhore

SHORT TAKES

[ Shah arrives
in Raipur

Raipur: Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will chair a meeting
on Left Wing Extremism and
attend the closing ceremony
of the Bastar Pandum 2026
festival during his three-day
visit to Chhattisgarh, which
began Saturday. Shah landed
at Swami Vivekananda Airport,
Raipur, shortly after 4.15

pm. He was greeted by Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai, Union
Minister of State Tokhan
Sahu, Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Sharma and other state
ministers and BJP leaders.
The home minister will stay at
a hotel in Atal Nagar in Nava
Raipur in the evening, officials
said. On Sunday, he will take
stock of LWE at a meeting
scheduled for 10.30 AM at the
same hotel. Later in the day, he
will attend an event organised
by a weekly magazine.

¥ Man killed as KSRTC
bus hits scooter

Thiruvananthapuram:

A man died after a KSRTC

bus hit his scooter and then
rammed into a shop here
Saturday, police said. The
deceased was identified as
Jayachandran (50) of Konchira,
Vembayam. According to
police, the accident occurred
around 4 pm when a KSRTC
bus plying on the MC Road hit
Jayachandran's scooter, lost
control and crashed into a shop
at Koppam near Vembayam.

I Sengar moves SC

New Delhi: Expelled BJP
leader Kuldeep Singh Sengar
has moved the Supreme Court
seeking bail in the custodial
death case of the Unnao rape
survivor's father. The apex
court will hear his plea seeking
the relief Monday. On January
19, the Delhi High Court had
refused to suspend Sengar's
10-year jail term in the case on
the grounds of delay in trial,
saying it was partly caused

by the multiple applications

he had filed in the matter. On
March 13, 2020, Sengar was
sentenced to 10 years' rigorous

imprisonment by a trial court. —

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kuala Lumpur, Feb 7: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Satur-
day said India is seen as a "trust-
ed partner for growth" and it
was reflected in the recent trade
deals it has agreed with various
countries, including the UK,
USA and the EU.

Addressing a community pro-
gramme here, Modi said the In-
dian diaspora served as a living
bridge between India and Malay-
sia and announced a new consul-
ate in the archipelago nation and
the Thiruvalluvar Scholarship to
enable students to study in India.

Modi, who arrived in Kuala
Lumpur Saturday on a two-day
visit, referred to the trade deals
India agreed with various coun-
tries and said India is seen as a
"trusted partner for growth".

"Trust has become India's
strongest currency," Modi said,
citing trade deals with the UK,
UAE, Australia, New Zealand,
Oman, the EU and the US.

Malaysia is home to nearly
three million people of Indian
descent, the second largest in
the world, with an overwhelm-
ing majority of Tamil origin.

Greeting the Indian communi-
ty members in different languag-
es, the prime minister made it
a point to highlight the singing
abilities of his Malaysian coun-
terpart Anwar Ibrahim, partic-
ularly his love of Tamil songs of
legendary actor-politician M G

the party leader, they added.

‘Vijay considers two constituencies
in Chennai for his electoral debut’

Chennai: Actor-politician Vijay is considering two constituencies
in Chennai from which he may pick one for his maiden electoral
contest in the upcoming Assembly election in Tamil Nadu, a
source in the TVK said. Vijay is considering contesting either
from Velachery or from Virugambakkam in Chennai. He is
obtaining feedback from party functionaries and would make the
final decision, the source said. In the 2021 rural civic polls held in
9 districts, the candidates of Vijay Makkal lyakkam, his fan club,
won 115 seats. Vijay is exploring Velachery and Virugambakkam
constituencies in Chennai, Vikravandi in Villupuram, Vedaranyam
in Nagapattinam, and Vedasandur constituency in Karur, sources
further said. The choice fell on seats starting with the letter 'V'
after he was advised to select one of these constituencies in view
of winning prospects. However, a final decision will be taken by

1 killed, 13 injured as swing collapses
at Surajkund Mela in Faridabad

Faridabad: An on-duty police inspector was killed and 11 people
were wounded at the Surajkund fairgrounds Saturday when a giant
swing snapped mid-air and collapsed, just an hour after a gate fell
down, injuring two persons including a child, officials said. According
to the police, around 6 pm, approximately 15 people were riding the
swing when it titled and came crashing onto the ground. An senior
official said the deceased officer was identified as Inspector Jagdish
Prasad of Palwal Police, who was on fair duty and was posted in the
police lines, Palwal. Prasad was set to retire in March. He tried to
save people and showed great bravery, but in the process he received
severe injuries to his face and head, the official said.

at the national level

TEJASHWI YADAV | RID’S NATIONAL
WORKING PRESIDENT

S MAT DATANG

Ramachandran (MGR).

"Tamil is India's gift to the
world. Tamil literature is eternal,
and Tamil culture is global. Tam-
il people have served humanity
with their talents," Modi said, re-
calling that India's Vice President
C P Radhakrishnan and Union
ministers S Jaishankar, Nirma-
la Sitharaman and L Murugan,
were from Tamil Nadu.

"The Tamil diaspora has been
here for many centuries. Inspired
by this history, we are proud to
have established the Tiruvallu-
var chair at the University of
Malaya. We will now set up our
Tiruvalluvar Centre to further
strengthen our shared heritage,"
the prime minister said.

Modi said he was very delight-
ed to be in Malaysia which is his
first foreign visit in 2026.

"India will always embrace
you with open arms. That is

SNIPPETS

ENPO calls FNTA agreement first
step towards separate statehood

Dimapur: As eastern Nagaland celebrates the signing of the
Frontier Nagaland Territorial Authority (FNTA) agreement,

the ENPO Saturday described the development as the first

step towards achieving its long-standing goal of separate
statehood. The Centre Thursday signed a tripartite agreement
with the Nagaland government and the Eastern Nagaland
Peoples' Organisation (ENPO) for the formation of 'Frontier
Nagaland Territorial Authority', a long-standing demand for a
new administrative body within the state aimed at addressing
the demands of eastern Nagaland. The ENPO, the apex body
representing eight tribes across six eastern districts of the state,
has been demanding a separate state since 2010, alleging decades
of neglect. It later agreed to the Centre's proposal for a certain
degree of autonomy under the FNTA framework.

M Trust has become India's
strongest currency, Modi said,
citing trade deals with the UK, UAE,
Australia, New Zealand, Oman, the
EU and the US

M Malaysia has nearly three
million people of Indian origin,
mostly Tamils, the second largest
globally

M The PM said India and Malaysia
walk hand-in-hand as partners

for progress and prosperity,
celebrating each other's successes
as their own

why, just a few months ago, we
took a historic decision to extend
OCI card eligibility to Malaysian
citizens of Indian origin up to
the sixth generation," he said.
Modi said the Malaysian
prime minister, who was present
at the event, and he have been
friends even before Ibrahim be-

it, about 100 nautical miles west of
the coast of Mumbai, as part of a

mid-sea operation

came prime minister.

"India's success is Malaysia's
success, and it is Asia's success,"
Modi said, adding that the guid-
ing word of the relationship
was IMPACT “ India-Malaysia
Partnership for Advancing Col-
lective Transformation.

The prime minister said India
and Malaysia walk hand-in-hand
as partners for progress and
prosperity, celebrating each
other's successes as their own.

"I was deeply touched by
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him's warm wishes on the his-
toric success of Chandrayaan-3.
I fully agree with my dear friend,
India's success is Malaysia's suc-
cess, and Asia's success. This
spirit of shared impact defines
our relationship," he said.

The two leaders also walked
through a PIO history and heritage
exhibition paying tribute to the rich
legacy, resilience and contributions
of the Indian diaspora in Malaysia
and their journey across gener-
ations, the Ministry of External
Affairs said in a social media post.
"The Indian Government's decision
of extending OCI card eligibility to
Malaysian citizens of Indian origin
up to the 6th generation has caused
immense happiness among the di-
aspora. In the times to come, an In-
dian consulate will also be opened
in Malaysia, thus bringing our na-
tions even closer," Modi said in a
poston X Earlier, Modi and his Ma-
laysian counterpart received a
rousing welcome at the event.

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi plays ‘gulli danda’ during the inauguration
of the Hubballi International Kite Festival 2026 and Dharwad Sansad Krida

Mahotsav, in Hubballi, Karnataka

PTIPHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 7: The Con-
gress claimed Saturday that
the Indo-US trade pact is "not
a deal but a surrender" of the
country's self-esteem and inter-
ests, and that it is a betrayal of
India and its people.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Congress's media
and publicity department head
Pawan Khera also claimed
that India will soon become a
dumping ground for American
products and it will hurt the in-
terests of the farmers and small
and medium industries here.

"This deal is a betrayal to all
that India stands for and all
that India stood for over the
last 75 years. This is not a deal
which is in our interest. This is
a total surrender by none oth-
er than Narender," Khera said,
taking a dig at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The Congress leader added
that he has proved that "Nar-
ender is surrender".

"India has been made into a
dumping ground by this deal. I
do not want to call it a deal, as a
deal is amongst equals and you
sit across the table and negoti-
ate. A deal cannot be with a gun
held on your head.... It is black-
mail, it is a surrender," he said.

Khera also alleged that US is
dubbing India as a "thief" as it
will keep a close watch on New
Delhi buying oil from Russia
and showed an order from the
United States government.

The opposition party's at-
tack came soon after Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal
announced that India has not
given any duty concessions on
any dairy product and claimed
that several Indian goods, in-
cluding agricultural products,
will attract zero reciprocal tar-
iff in the US.

India and the US announced
on Saturday that they have
reached a framework for an
interim trade agreement,
under which both sides will
reduce import duties on a
number of goods to boost the
two-way trade.

Khera said this is not a pact
with the US, but a "compromise

Allahabad HC quashes ‘humiliating’ placard punishment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Prayagraj, Feb 7: A division
bench of the Allahabad High
Court has set aside a contro-
versial direction issued by a
single-judge bench mandating
a Noida university student to
stand on the campus gate for
30 days carrying a placard
declaring, "I will never mis-
behave with any girl".

The division bench of Chief

Justice Arun Bhansali and
Justice Kshitij Shailendra
set aside the direction while
disposing of a petition filed
by the student, calling it "un-
justified" and "humiliating"
that could cast a "permanent
scar" on his character.

The student was rusticat-
ed by the Noida Internation-
al University in March 2023,
following allegations that

he misbehaved with women
students from another insti-
tution.

The student challenged the
rustication in the high court,
and October 29, 2025, a sin-
gle-judge bench of Justice
Saurabh Shyam Shamshery
set aside the rustication or-
der but imposed a series of
conditions for his reinstate-
ment.

Key accused held in AAP leader’s murder case: Punjab Police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Feb 7: In a major
breakthrough in AAP leader
Lucky Oberoi’s murder case, the
Punjab Police arrested a key ac-
cused following a brief exchange
of fire in Amritsar Saturday, a
senior officer said.

Shaminder Singh, a resident
of Jalandhar's Mithapur, was
waiting for the assailant on a

two-wheeler at a short dis-
tance away when Oberoi was
shot at outside a Jalandhar gurd-
wara Friday, police said.

A .30-bore pistol has been
seized from the possession of the
accused, who was arrested from
Amritsar's Khasa area, Deputy
Inspector General of Police (Bor-
der Range) Sandeep Goel said.

The accused, who has crim-

inal antecedents, was riding a
Honda Activa that was used in
the crime, police said.

Oberoi (43) was shot at by an
unidentified assailant outside
the gurdwara in Jalandhar’s
Model Town area around 7:30 am
Friday, shortly after he stepped

out of the shrine.

Oberoi was cremated in
Jalandhar Saturday. Talking to
reporters in Amritsar, the DIG
said the accused knew Oberoi
for the last 10-12 years.

He said strict action will be
taken against those on whose

directions the shooting was
carried out. Vital clues about
the shooter have been obtained
from his accomplice, the officer
said. “He (the shooter) will soon
be arrested,” he asserted.

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP), Amritsar Rural,
Suhail Qasim Mir said the ar-
rested accused was riding the
two-wheeler when the police sig-
nalled him to stop. The accused
attempted to take a U-turn but
lost control of the vehicle and fell
down. In an attempt to escape,
the accused opened fire at the
police team, the SSP said, add-
ing that the security personnel
acted in self-defence and in the
retaliatory firing, the man sus-
tained a gunshot injury.

He was arrested and taken to
a hospital for treatment.

During preliminary interro-
gation, the accused has made
important disclosures and on
the basis of these revelations,
further raids and follow-up ac-
tion are being conducted, the
SSP said.

Police are also suspecting the
involvement of Oberoi's servant,
who has gone missing, in the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) lead-
er's killing, sources said.

A Hyundai Creta car seen in
CCTYV footage is under the police
scanner, they added.

A case has been lodged against
two named accused, including a
foreign-based gangster, and two
unidentified individuals in con-
nection with the daylight killing,
with police suspecting personal
enmity as the motive behind the
incident, officials said.

M Congress calls Indo-US
trade pact a ‘surrender’

with our self-esteem and the
interests of our farmers and
MSMEs and the middle-class".

Noting that India has become
a dumping ground for the US
and it has happened under
Modi's rule, he said, "With
this deal, the back of farmers
would be broken further and
the coming days will prove how
farming in the country would
be destroyed due to this deal."

Taking a swipe at the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party-led govern-
ment, Khera said it now works
according to the US time, alleg-
ing that all decisions, whether
on announcing a ceasefire of
military conflicts or a trade
deal, are taken in the US.

He said the trade deal was
signed between India and the
US without Goyal even travel-
ling abroad.

Khera alleged that this was
not the first time that Modi was
seen "surrendering" India's in-
terests before other countries.

"You have seen Narendra
Modi giving clean chits to Chi-
na. Now, we have gone and an-
nounced that we will buy prod-
ucts worth USD 500 billion over
the next five years from the US.
There is no corresponding com-
mitment from the US.

"Your import bill with the
US, from USD 40-42 billion a
year, will have to go up to USD
100 billion a year. You know
about the health of the rupee
and the health of the econo-
my. Where are you getting the
money from and what are the
products you will buy? Mr Pi-
yush Goyal read out from the
list of products that we will not
buy. But he, very convenient-
ly and cleverly, hid the list of
what all will come and what all
will be dumped," the Congress
leader said.

He said earlier, India used
to hold talks with the US and
other countries looking them
in the eye.

According to a joint state-
ment, India has expressed its
intention to purchase US ener-
gy products, aircraft and air-
craft parts, precious metals,
technology products and coking
coal worth USD 500 billion over
the next five years.

SIT formed to
trace 10 tribal kics

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi, Feb 7: A special in-
vestigation team (SIT) has been
constituted to trace 10 tribal
children, who went missing
from a hamlet in Jharkhand's
Koderma district, a senior po-
lice officer said Saturday.

A reward of Rs 1 lakh has
also been announced by the
Koderma Police for anyone pro-
viding information about the
whereabouts of the children, SP
Anudeep Singh told PTI.

The children, who belong to the
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group (PVTG) and residents of
Gadiyai Birhor Tola (hamlet) in
Khariyodih panchayat, have been
missing since February 1, after
they did not return home from
Parsabad, police said. DSP Rati
Bhan Singh is leading the SIT.

Pictures of the children with
their names, age and other de-
tails are being circulated in
multiple locations, including
various police stations, and
CCTYV footage from Parsabad
and nearby areas are being anal-
ysed, as part of the investigation,
the officer said.

Ratibhan Singh told PTI that
all the 10 children are aged be-
tween 5 and 14 years. On Febru-
ary 1, they had gone to Parsabad
to attend a shraddh ceremony,
about 4 km away from their
hamlet, he said.
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“ If, however,
we witness a

regional escalation, it
would be appropriate

for groups supported

by Iran to exercise the
greatest restraint in the
whole region so as not to
worsen a situation

JEAN-NOEL BARROT |

FOREIGN MINISTER, FRANCE

2 POLISH AIRPORTS REOPEN

Poland’s Lublin and Rzeszow airports
reopened Saturday after authorities
said they had ended military aviation
operations including flights by NATO
aircraft in the countrys airspace, trig-
gered by Russian strikes on Ukraine.
There was no violation of Polish air-

space, the Polish army’s operational

command said

US pushes Russia, Ukraine to
end war by summer: Zelenskyy

iuotel 2 8

Today, I can
reveal that
the U.S. Gov-

ernment is aware
that China has
conducted nuclear
explosive tests,
including preparing for tests with
designated yields in the hundreds
of tons

THOMAS DINANNO | UNDERSECRETARY

OF STATE FOR ARMS CONTROL AND
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

For those
with wealth
exceeding

1 billion forints
($3.13 million), we
will introduce an
annual 1% wealth
tax on the portion of their wealth
above that threshold

PETER MAGYAR |

OPPOSITION TISZA PARTY LEADER, HUNGARY

We support
‘ this appeal.
We are inter-

ested in a ceasefire
and if Russia once
again rejects, it
will once again
confirm who is the obstacle for
peace and who wants to continue
this war

ANDRII SYBIHA | FOREIGN MINISTER, UKRAINE

SHORT TAKES

¥ EU, India open talks

London: The European Union
and India have launched

talks on New Delhi’s possible
association with the EU’s
93.5-million-euro flagship
programme designed to foster
cross-border research and
innovation. In a statement,
the European Commission,
the 27-member bloc’s main
executive body, said that the
“exploratory discussions”
were opened Friday for India’s
association with ‘Horizon
Europe’, a key EU funding
programme for research and
innovation.

' US accuses China
of secret N-testing

Geneva: The United States
accused Beijing on Friday of
conducting a secret nuclear
test in 2020 as it called for a
new, broader arms control
treaty that would bring in
China as well as Russia.

The accusations at a global
disarmament conference
highlighted serious tension
between Washington and
Beijing at a pivotal moment
in nuclear arms control, a day
after the treaty limiting US and
Russian missile and warhead
deployments expired.

AGENCIES

Kyiv, Feb 7: The United States
wants Moscow and Kyiv to find
a solution on how to end the
war in Ukraine before summer,
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said.

In remarks to reporters re-
leased by his office Saturday
after Ukraine and Russia held
two days of US-brokered talks in
Abu Dhabi this week, Zelenskyy
said Washington had proposed
talks in Miami in a week, and
that Kyiv had agreed to that.

Zelenskyy also criticised Rus-
sia over an overnight attack on
UKkrainian energy facilities,
saying in comments posted on X
that Moscow must be deprived of
the ability to use the cold winter
weather as leverage against Ky-
iv. “The Americans are propos-
ing that the parties end the war
before the start of this summer,
and will likely pressure the par-
ties to adhere to this schedule,”
Zelenskyy said. “The (November
mid-term US Congressional)
elections are definitely more
important to them. Let’s not be
naive. And they say they want
to get everything done by June.”

Ukraine had suggested a
sequencing plan, Zelenskyy
said, but he provided no spe-
cific details.

This week’s talks in Abu Dha-
bi concluded without a major
breakthrough but Russia and
Ukraine agreed to exchange
157 prisoners of war each, re-
suming such swaps after a five-
month pause. Zelenskyy said
the POW swap would continue.

ZELENSKYY SAYS SECURITY
GUARANTEES ARE KEY
Zelenskyy met his negotiat-

S proposes new round of
peace talks in Miami, Kyiv
agrees

ashington suggests
energy ceasefire, Russia
yet to agree

kraine and Russia far apart
on territorial issues

ing team in Kyiv and posted a
video of their meeting Satur-
day, saying he wanted more
progress. “Ukraine needs re-
sults, and one of the most im-
portant foundations for achiev-
ing lasting peace is effective
security guarantees,” he said.
Washington has asked Kyiv
and Moscow to agree to a new
ceasefire covering strikes on en-
ergy infrastructure as a de-esca-
lation step during the talks, Zel-
enskyy said. US President Don-
ald Trump said last week that
Russian President Vladimir
Putin had agreed to a one-week
ceasefire. Russia halted strikes
on Ukraine’s power sector for a
few days but unleashed a heavy
new attack February 3.
Zelenskyy said Ukraine was
ready to stop attacks on Russian
oil facilities and other energy

4 Indian students among several
hurt in stabbing attack in Russia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Moscow, Feb 7: At least six
people, including four Indians
students, were injured Satur-
day in a stabbing attack at a
university in Russia's Bash-
kortostan Republic, media re-
ports and the Indian mission
here said.

According to preliminary re-
ports, a teenager armed with a
knife entered a dormitory of the
State Medical University in Ufa
in the Bashkortostan Republic.
He attacked the students living
there and stabbed several of
them, the Interior Ministry said.

"The attacker resisted arrest,
during which two police officers
were stabbed. Furthermore, the
suspect also inflicted bodily
harm on himself," Interior Min-
istry spokesperson Maj General
Irina Volk was quoted as saying
by RTVI.com webportal. Calling
it an "unfortunate incident", the
Indian Embassy here said, "Sev-
eral persons including four Indi-
an students have been injured."

The Embassy said it is in
touch with the authorities, and
officials from the Consulate in
Kazan are en route to Ufa to
provide assistance to the in-
jured students.

Activists wearlng red rose dresses with faces covered in treacle sit outside Equinor's
offices staging an 'oil spill' protest, as the UK Government's decision on whether to
approve or reject the Rosebank oilfield is now imminent, in London, Britain

Demonstrators burn a poster of U.S. President Donald Trump during a rally
in support of the Iranian people, amid recent tensions between the United
States and Iran, outside the U.S. Consulate General in Istanbul, Turkey

infrastructure. Moscow has
yet to agree. In the latest Rus-
sian attack, Moscow launched
over 400 drones and about 40
missiles, targeting Ukraine’s
power grid, generation facilities
and distribution substations,
Zelenskyy said. More than 1,000
residential apartment buildings
are without heating in bitterly
cold temperatures in the capital.

MILITARY TEAMS DISCUSS
DETAILS
Zelenskyy said military

teams had discussed in detail
technical aspects of how to
monitor a potential ceasefire.

Security guarantees for
Ukraine and agreements on
economic cooperation, referred
to by officials as “the prosperi-
ty plan” that outlined Ukraine’s
postwar recovery, were also
discussed. Zelenskyy said he
had reports from Ukrainian
intelligence services on discus-
sions in which Russian envoy
Kirill Dmitriev had proposed
US-Russian co-operation deals
worth as much as $12 trillion.
Any such agreements between
Moscow and Washington must
not violate Ukraine’s constitu-
tion, he said.

Indian-origin hizman
found guilty in drink
spike case in UK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Feb 7: An Indian-or-
igin businessman on trial in
London was Friday found
guilty of intentionally spiking
the drink of a woman with a
dangerous drug at a nightclub
two years ago.

Vikas Nath, associated with
fine-dining Indian restaurants
in London, had denied the
charges of trying to adminis-
ter a substance with intent and
possession of a banned drug.

However, a jury at Southwark
Crown Court in London convict-
ed him of administering a sub-
stance with intent to commit a
sexual offence and possession of
a controlled Class B drug. The
63-year-old has been remanded
in custody to be sentenced at a
later date. “Nath’s actions were
despicable and sinister, adding
a dangerous drug to a woman’s
drink while she wasn’t present
in an attempt to enable sexual
activity,” said Detective Con-
stable (DC) Louis Prior, of the
Metropolitan Police’s Public
Protection Command.

“Thanks to the quick-thinking
actions of the venue’s staff and
the thorough work of the attend-
ing officers and investigation
team, Nath was prevented from
causing harm to the victim and
is now held accountable for his
actions. I commend the strength
of this victim throughout the in-
vestigation. It’s hard to imagine
how she is feeling after discover-
ing Nath’s predatory intentions,
however she has demonstrated
immense strength and cour-
age,” he said. The five-day trial
this week heard that Nath was
arrested and charged by the Met
Police within 24 hours of attempt-
ing to spike the woman’s drink at
Annabel’s, an exclusive London
club where she was a member,
back in January 2024.

‘If US attacks, Iran
will strike US bases’

Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi spoke to Qatari
Al Jazeera TV a day after
‘Tehran and Washington
pledged to continue
indirect nuclear talks
following what both sides
described as positive
discussions Friday in Oman

REUTERS

Cairo, Feb 7: Iran will strike
US bases in the Middle East if
it is attacked by US forces that
have massed in the region, its
foreign minister said Saturday,
insisting that this should not be
seen as an attack on the coun-
tries hosting them.

Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi spoke to Qatari Al
Jazeera TV a day after Tehran
and Washington pledged to
continue indirect nuclear talks
following what both sides de-
scribed as positive discussions
Friday in Oman.

While Araqchi said no date
had yet been set for the next
round of negotiations, US
President Donald Trump said
they could take place early next
week. “We and Washington be-
lieve it should be held soon,”
Araqchi said.

Trump has threatened to
strike Iran after a US naval
buildup in the region, demand-
ing that it renounce uranium
enrichment, a possible path-
way to nuclear bombs, as well
as stopping ballistic missile
development and support for
armed groups around the re-
gion. Tehran has long denied
any intent to weaponise nucle-
ar fuel production.

While both sides have indi-

Islamic State in Pak claims responsibility,

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad/Peshawar, Feb
7: Regional affiliate of Daesh
Saturday claimed responsibil-
ity for the horrendous Shiite
mosque attack in Islamabad
even as four suspects, includ-
ing a mastermind, were ar-
rested in Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province in
connection with the blast that
took 36 lives.

A 32-years old suicide bomb-
er, identified as Yasir from Pe-
shawar, barged into Khadijatul
Kubra mosque-cum-shrine in
Tarlie suburbs of capital Islam-
abad Friday and detonated his
explosives when the worship-

WEEK’S BEST PICS

pers were busy offering the
weekly prayer.

Initially, 31 worshippers
were killed and 169 injured but
authorities said that the death
toll rose to 36 after some criti-

ISLAMABAD BLAST

cally injured died in hospitals.

In a statement on its Am-
aq News Agency, the Islamic
State in Pakistan, an offshoot
of Daesh, claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack, saying that
the bomber fired at the security
guards when they tried to stop
him at the gate and exploded
near the worshippers inside
the mosque.

The terrorist group said that
the Pakistani Shiites were a
legitimate target as they were
a “human reservoir” that pro-
vided recruits to Shiite militias
fighting the Islamic State in Syr-
ia. Meanwhile, Pakistan author-
ities said that they arrested four
suspects, including three alleged
facilitators and the mastermind
of the attack. The arrests fol-
lowed intelligence based raids
by the law enforcing agencies in
Peshawar and Nowshera area of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The authorities had earlier
said two brothers of the sui-
cide bomber and his brother-
in-law Usman were arrested
while his mother had also been

cated readiness to revive diplo-
macy over Tehran’s long-run-
ning nuclear dispute with the
West, Araqchi balked at widen-
ing the talks out.

“Any dialogue requires re-
fraining from threats and pres-
sure. (Tehran) only discusses
its nuclear issue ... We do not
discuss any other issue with the
US,” he said.

Last June, the US bombed
Iranian nuclear facilities, join-
ing in the final stages of a 12-
day Israeli bombing campaign.
Tehran has since said it has
halted uranium enrichment
activity.

Its response at the time in-
cluded a missile attack on a US
base in Qatar, which maintains
good relations with both Teh-
ran and Washington.

In the event of a new US at-
tack, Araqchi said the conse-
quences could be similar.

“It would not be possible to
attack American soil, but we
will target their bases in the
region,” he said.

“We will not attack neigh-
bouring countries; rather, we
will target US bases stationed
in them. There is a big differ-
ence between the two.”

Iran says it wants recogni-
tion of its right to enrich urani-
um, and that putting its missile
programme on the negotiating
table would leave it vulnerable
to Israeli attacks.

toll rises to 36

detained during the operation
late Friday night. According to
investigation officials, an iden-
tity card recovered from them
helped establish the attacker’s
identity as Yasir.

Official records show that his
permanent address was Abbas
Colony, Shiro Jangi, Charsadda
Road, Peshawar, while his tem-
porary residence was in Ganj
Mohalla Qaziyan, Peshawar.

Investigators have also re-
vealed that prior to the Islam-
abad suicide bombing, the attack-
er had remained in Afghanistan
for approximately five months
where he allegedly received for-
mal training in weapons han-
dling and suicide attacks.

Members of the Lakaankl family from the Maasal pastorallst communlty gather near thelr emamated cow at
their manyatta homestead following worsening drought due to the failed rainy season at a village settlement
near Magadi township along the Kenya-Tanzania border, in Kajiado, Kenya, February 5

-': A el

Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor rides a horse in Windsor Gréat Park-, near to Roy'a'l Lodge, a

property on the estate surrounding Windsor Castle

. e

January 31

Laurence Fournier Beaudry and Guillaume Cizeron of France during training ahead of the
Winter Olympics, at the Milano Ice Skating Arena in Milan, February 5

A partially frozen boardwalk near the American Falls as seen from Niagara Falls, Canada,

REUTERS
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In Semicon
2.0, the
topmost

priority will be o i
design companies. =
Design companies, o

design startups

who can design a product, take it
to the market, become the next
Qualcomm from India, hopefully
get that huge innovation, that
entire energy which is there in our
startups into deep tech

ASHWINI VAISHNAW I UNION MINISTER

With our
strong supply
chain and

distribution capa-
bilities, RCPL will
ensure expansion
of GGG's brands

across newer markets and wide
availability in India
T KRISHNAKUMAR | DIRECTOR, RCPL

We delivered
‘ 4.6 million
square feet of

leasing year-to-

[y
date (April-Decem-

ber 2025), reported ‘H,
our highest-ever o
Revenue and NOI, announced our
first third-party acquisition and
continued to enhance distributions
for our unitholders

AMIT SHETTY I CEO, EMBASSY REIT

03 RESULTS

¥ Record profit for SBI

Mumbai: State Bank of India
Saturday reported an all-time
high profit of 21,028 crore

in December quarter FY26

on a standalone basis. On

a consolidated basis, the
state-owned lender reported
a 13.06 per cent increase in
profit at 321,317 crore, as per
a regulatory filing. The bank's
core net interest income on

a standalone basis grew 9.04
per cent to 345,190 crore from
341,446 crore in the year-ago
period on the back of 15.14 per
cent loan growth and a 0.03
per cent compression in the
domestic net interest margin
at 3.12 per cent. Non-interest
income grew 15.65 per cent to
38,404 crore during the quarter.
Overall expenses were up

at ¥1,08,052 crore as against
%1,04,917 crore in Q32024-25.
The bank reported a 9.02 per
cent deposit growth during
October-December period.
Fresh slippages came in at
34,458 crore, as against 33,823
crore in the year-ago period.
Gross non-performing assets
ratio improved to 1.57 per cent
as of December 31, 2025 from
1.73 per cent in September,
while overall provisions were
at 34,507 crore as against 3911
crore in the year-ago period.

¥ Dish TV loss widens

New Delhi: Direct-to-home
firm Dish TV India Ltd Friday
said its consolidated net loss
widened to ¥276.23 crore for
the December quarter of FY26.
The company had reported

a net loss of 346.54 crore

in the October-December
quarter a year ago, according
to a regulatory filing by Dish
TV. Dish TV has reported

an exceptional item (net

loss) of 370 crore in the
December quarter, mainly
due to impairment charge

of Intangible Assets Under
Development, Capital and
other advances. Its loss before
exceptional items and tax was
%206.23 crore in the quarter
under review. The revenue
from the operations slipped
19.83 per cent to 3299.05 crore
in the December quarter.

It was ¥373.03 crore in the
corresponding quarter. Its total
expenses rose 19.22 per cent
t0 %510.95 crore in the third
quarter of FY26.

[ JK Tyre zooms over 3X

New Delhi: JK Tyre &
Industries Friday posted
over three-fold increase in
consolidated net profit at 3208
crore for the third quarter
ended December 31, 2025,
led by strong performance
in the domestic market . The
tyre maker reported a net
profit of ¥53 crore for the
October-December period of
the last fiscal. Revenue from
operations rose to 34,223
crore for the third quarter as
against 3,674 crore in the
year-ago period.

INDIA, US
INTERIM

TRADE PACT

Indian exporters
were hit hard by
the 50% tariffs, as
America is their
largest export
destination

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Washington, Feb
7: India and the United States
Saturday announced they have
reached a framework for an in-
terim trade agreement under
which both sides will reduce
import duties on a number of
goods to boost two-way trade.

US President Donald Trump
has removed the 25 per cent
tariffs, or additional import
duty, it imposed on India in
August last year for purchas-
ing Russian oil, citing that the
country has undertaken "sig-
nificant steps" and New Delhi
has committed to stop directly
or indirectly importing oil from
Moscow.

The interim pact will open a
$30 trillion market for Indian

® During 2021-25, US was India's
largest trading partner in goods.
The US accounts for about 18%

of India's total exports, 6.22% in
imports, and 10.73% in bilateral
trade. In 2024-25, the bilateral
trade touched $186bn ($86.5bn
exports and $45.3bn imports)

m  With America, India had a
trade surplus -- or the difference
between imports and exports -- of
$41bn in 2024-25. It was $35.32bn in
2023-24 and $27.7bn in 2022-23

exporters, especially MSMEs,
farmers and fishermen as the

The FTAs
which are
being signed, huge
opportunities are
going to come... |
would say that's
what people should
be looking at,
opportunities

ARVIND VIRMANI I
NITI AAYOG MEMBER

US duties on Indian goods will
come down to 18 per cent from
50 per cent earlier.

According to a joint state-
ment, the two countries will
"promptly"” implement this
framework and work towards
finalising the interim agree-
ment with a view to concluding
a mutually beneficial Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA).

As per the statement, India
will eliminate or reduce tariffs
on all US industrial goods and
a wide range of American food
and agricultural products, in-
cluding dried distillers' grains,

KOTAK RULES OUT IDBI BID

Kotak Mahindra Bank said in an exchange filing
Saturday that it has not submitted a financial
bid for IDBI Bank. The government has received
bids for the bank, Divestment Secretary Arunish
Chawla said Friday. The Indian government and
state-owned Life Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC) together plan to sell 60.7% of the lender
as part of a broader government privatisation
programme. The government owns 45.48% of
IDBI Bank, while LIC holds 49.24%

This strategic
partnership is designed
to lower tariffs, ease
regulatory bottlenecks, and
unlock new opportunities
across sectors. As India
strengthens its position as
a global manufacturing hub,
this agreement offers

a timely boost to
competitiveness, technology
access, and supply chain
resilience

ANANT GOENKA | PRESIDENT, FICCI

red sorghum for animal feed,
tree nuts, fresh and processed
fruit, soybean oil, wine and
spirits, and additional products.
"The US and India are pleased
to announce that they have
reached a framework for an
Interim Agreement regarding
reciprocal and mutually bene-
ficial trade," the statement said.

It added that the framework
reaffirms the countries' com-
mitment to the broader US-In-
dia Bilateral Trade Agreement
negotiations launched by
President Donald J Trump
and Prime Minister Narendra

Harley-Davidson gets massive relief :

ndia will grant zero-duty access to US motorcycle makers for -

bikes with engine capacities of 800-1,600 cc and above under
the interim trade agreement, a move that would benefit iconic
American brand Harley-Davidson, an official said Saturday.
Last year, the government reduced import duty on motorcycles

with engine capacities of up to 1,600 cc, which are imported as completely built-up (CBU)
units, from 50 per cent to 40 per cent. For motorcycles with engine capacities exceeding
1,600 cc, the duty was curtailed to 30 per cent from 50 per cent. The official said that the
duty elimination will come into effect on the day of the implementation of the agreement.
India is a small market for high-end premium bikes, and the US share in the segment is
minuscule. The move assumes significance as the US President has on multiple occasions
earlier flagged concerns over India's import duties on Harley-Davidson motorcycles, say-
ing the company was unable to sell its bikes in the country due to high tariffs.

Domestic spirits makers seek falr play

omestic spirits makers' body CIABC Saturday

said it expects tariffs on spirituous beverages to
be aligned with India's recently signed free trade
agreements (FTAs) with the UK and the EU. According
to the framework finalised by India and the US for an

interim trade agreement, American goods ranging
from wines and spirits to dry fruits will enter India
either duty-free or at reduced import tariffs. Urging the Indian government
to ensure a "fair and level-playing field against imports", the Confedera-
tion of Indian Alcoholic Beverage Companies (CIABC) said it hopes the deal
will be "equitable and mutually beneficial" for both nations. CIABC, which
represents home-grown Indian Made Foreign Liquor (IMFL) players, said it
is not against reduction" in import duty, but wants it in a "phased manner".

CRYPTO CRASH

Bitcoin reverses
Trump-era galns

REUTERS

New York, Feb 7: Bitcoin
could drop further after wiping
out all of its price gains since
the election of US President
Donald Trump as liquidity is
expected to remain thin for the
near future.

Bitcoin's slump alongside
other digital asset prices coin-
cides with investor concerns
about inflated tech valuations
and the uncertain path of US
Federal Reserve rate cuts.

"This contraction has been
underway for several months
and remains ongoing, sug-
gesting it is likely to persist
for some time," said Thomas
Probst, a research analyst at
crypto data provider Kaiko.

"Reduced liquidity translates
into sharper and more erratic
price movements," he added.

Precious metals and cryp-
tocurrencies sold off heavily
January 30, after US President
Donald Trump named Kevin
Warsh as the next Fed chair,
due to expectations he could
shrink the Fed's balance sheet,
reducing demand for bitcoin.
Digital asset prices have see-
sawed since, declining to close
down 20% on Thursday before
rebounding Friday.

The moves have raised ques-
tions about the outlook for bit-
coin and other cryptocurrencies
in the year ahead. The end of the
year proved to be tumultuous:
October also saw the largest
crypto liquidation event in his-
tory after Trump announced
new tariffs on Chinese imports,
washing out liquidity that has
yet to fully return.

The Trump administration's
friendly stance toward crypto
helped give bitcoin a major
boost last year, sending it to
an all-time high above $125,000
in October. Still, Trump's intro-
duction of pro-crypto policies in
2025 has not stemmed the latest
price declines.

Bitcoin fell below $61,000
Thursday, its lowest level since
a month before Trump's elec-
tion. But some analysts have
theorized that the worst may
already be over.

“There are several things
signifying that we are very
close to a bottom, if not having
achieved it," said James Butter-
fill, head of research at crypto

ITCOIN'S PRICE DROP LINKED TO
THIN LIQUIDITY AND MARKET
VOLATILITY

ITCOIN'S MARKET DEPTH
SHRINKS, CAUSING LARGER
PRICE SWINGS

THIN LIQUIDITY

Bitcoin's average 1% market
depth - a measure of the crypto
token's ability to absorb trades
without significant price fluctu-
ations - was more than $8 mil-
lion in 2025, but fell to around
$6 million after October 10,
and now stands at around $5
million, Probst said.

That means that the amount
of bitcoin available to trade at
close to the current price has
been shrinking, so even rela-
tively small orders now cause
bigger moves than they did pri-
or to October's crash.

"It is the trend in liquidity
that is truly concerning," said
Probst. Market participants
are bracing for more volatility
in the near term, said Andrew
Moss, head of digital assets re-
search at Jefferies.

"We see few bullish indica-
tors that suggest we may be ap-
proaching the bottom," he said.

Cryptocurrencies represent
a small part of global markets,
but the points of crossover be-
tween the crypto world and
mainstream finance - including
stablecoin reserves, crypto-re-
lated stocks and bank exposure
to crypto - have all grown in re-
cent years.

Bitcoin has become more
closely correlated to equities
in periods of market stress,
making it more sensitive to
macroeconomic and geopoliti-
cal developments, said Probst.

Global equity indexes rose
Friday as investors crept back
into US technology stocks after
a massive selloff in the prior
three sessions.

Bitcoin rose more than 10%
above the key $70,000 level.

I-T dept releases draft
rules, forms for new
Income Tax Act

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 7: The tax de-
partment Saturday released draft
rules and forms under the new
Income Tax Act, 2025, which pro-
poses to simplify the provisions
and reduce compliance burden
for ease of understanding and
make it taxpayer-friendly.

A new and simplified In-
come Tax Act, 2025, which will
replace the over six-decade-old
Income Tax Act of 1961, will
come into effect from April 1.

The Income Tax department has
sought comments from stakehold-
ers on the draft Income-tax Rules,
2026, and forms by February 22.
Thereafter, the rules and forms
under the new Act will be notified.
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Kotak Mahindra Bank

$30tn market opens for exporters

KEY POINTS

WHAT WAS ANNOUNCED

* United States and India agree

on a framework for an interim
reciprocal trade agreement

* Framework linked to broader US-
India Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) talks launched Feb 13, 2025
* Deal aims at reciprocal, balanced
trade and supply chain resilience
INDIA'S TARIFF ACTIONS

* To eliminate or reduce tariffs on
all US industrial goods

* To cut duties on a wide range

of US farm and food products,
including DDGs (dried distillers’
grain) and red sorghum for feed,
tree nuts and fruits, soybean oil,
wine and spirits

* To provide preferential market
access in agreed sectors

US TARIFF ACTIONS

* To apply an 18% reciprocal tariff
rate on Indian-origin goods under
existing executive orders

* Tariffs initially cover sectors
including textiles and apparel,
leather and footwear, plastics and
rubber, organic chemicals, home
decor and artisanal goods, certain
machinery

* To remove reciprocal tariffs

on a wide range of Indian goods
after successful conclusion of the
interim deal, including generic
pharmaceuticals, gems and dia-
monds, aircraft parts

STEEL, ALUMINIUM, AUTO
PARTS

* US to remove certain Section
232 tariffs on Indian aircraft and
aircraft parts tied to steel, alu-
minium and copper measures

* India to receive a preferential
tariff-rate quota for auto parts
under US national security tariff
rules * Pharmaceutical tariff
outcomes subject to ongoing US

Section 232 probe

NON-TARIFF BARRIERS

* India to address long-standing bar-
riers affecting US medical devices,
ICT (Information and Communication
Technology) goods import licensing,
U.S. food and agricultural products

* India to review acceptance of US or
international standards and testing
rules within six months in identified
sectors

* Both sides to discuss standards and
conformity assessment procedures
RULES AND SAFEGUARDS

* Both sides to set rules of origin to
ensure benefits accrue mainly to U.S.
and Indian producers

* Either side can modify commitments
if the other changes agreed tariffs
DIGITAL TRADE

* Both countries commit to address
discriminatory or burdensome digital
trade practices

* To work toward digital trade rules
under the full BTA

SUPPLY CHAINS AND SECURITY

* Both sides to align on economic secu-
rity and supply chain resilience

* Cooperation planned on investment
reviews, export controls, non-market
policies of third countries

INDIA PURCHASE COMMITMENTS

* India intends to purchase $500 billion
worth of US goods over five years,
including energy products, aircraft
and parts, precious metals, technology
products, coking coal

* Both sides to expand technology
trade, including Graphics Processing
Units (GPUs) and data centre equip-
ment

NEXT STEPS

* Framework to be implemented
promptly

* Countries to finalise interim agree-
ment while continuing negotiations
toward a full bilateral trade agreement.

Modi February 13, 2025, which
will include additional mar-
ket access commitments and
support more resilient supply
chains.

According to the key terms of
the agreement, the US will re-

duce the import duty on Indian
goods to 18 per cent.

In August last year, the US
imposed 25 per cent reciprocal
tariffs and an additional 25 per
cent levy on India for its pur-
chase of Russian oil.

After the pan-India launch of the all-new Chetak C25 earlier this week, the premium electric scooter was inaugu-
rated at Chetak showroom Atharanala, Puri Friday. The unveiling ceremony was attended by Rashit Malhotra, ASM
(sales), Bajaj Auto Ltd; Mansur Baksh, Managing Director and Saheera Banu, Director of MSB Automotive Pvt Ltd.
Bajaj has also introduced a limited-time early-bird discount of 4,299 for the first 10,000 customers across India

Leading SK insurers explore India entry

THE INTEREST COMES AS INDIA HAS OPENED UP ITS INSURANCE SECTOR TO FULL FOREIGN
OWNERSHIP AND FOLLOWS A SURGE OF LARGE CROSS-BORDER DEALS IN THE FINANCIAL SECTOR

REUTERS

Mumbai, Feb 7: South Korean
firms Samsung Fire & Marine
Insurance, Mirae Asset Finan-
cial Group and Hyundai Marine
& Fire Insurance Co are in ex-
ploratory talks about entering
India’s $130 billion insurance
market, three Indian sources
said.

Korean firms have actively
invested in a number of sectors
in India, most notably auto-
mobiles and electronics. Last
year, Hyundai Motors and LG
Electronics listed their Indian
units on local markets.

Any deals resulting from the
talks would mark the first time
that Korean insurance firms
have entered the Indian insur-
ance sector.

The sources, who are familiar
with the discussions, said repre-
sentatives of the three Korean
companies had met in recent
months with Indian insurers,
market advisers and the regu-
lator, the Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of
India (IRDAI), to assess ways to
enter the market.

The talks are exploratory and
no formal proposals have been
made so far, they said. They re-
quested anonymity because the
discussions are private.

Hyundai Marine & Fire,
South Korea’s second-largest
non-life insurer, told Reuters it

[l SAMSUNG,
HYUNDAI MARINE
& FIRE FOCUS
ON NON-LIFE
INSURANCE

Il MIRAE ASSET
WEIGHS LIFE
INSURANCE EN

[l INDIAN SECTOR -
CHALLENGED BY
LOW PENETRATION,
PROFITABILITY

was not looking to enter India
immediately and was taking
a "measured approach" and
assessing options. It recently
closed its liaison office in India.

“From a mid- to long-term
perspective, we remain open to
exploring a form of market en-
try when appropriate,” a com-
pany spokesperson said.

Samsung Fire & Marine In-
surance, the non-life insurance
arm of Samsung, has "not made
any official plans or decisions
regarding entry into the Indian
insurance market," a company
spokesperson said.

Mirae Asset Financial Group
and India’s insurance regulator
did not respond to emails seek-
ing comment.

Samsung and Hyundai Ma-

rine & Fire are interested
in potentially entering the
non-life insurance sector, the
first source said, while Mirae
Asset Financial Group is focus-
ing on life insurance. Samsung
sells non-life covers such as
vehicle, property damage and
liability insurance across Asia.
Seoul-headquartered Hyundai
Marine & Fire Insurance focus-
es on insurance for businesses
as well as health and auto cover.

Mirae Asset, which already
owns a mutual fund business
in India, specialises in life
insurance, variable annuity
and retirement products in
South Korea.

INDIA INSURANCE CHALLENGES
Insurance penetration in

India, as measured by total in-
surance premium underwritten
in a year, stood at about 3.7% of
GDP in 2024, well below global
averages, leaving room for
growth.

India's insurance sector has
high commissions compared
to international standards and
weak profitability compared to
global peers.

Profit margins too remain
well below those of multination-
al insurers in Asia, a report by
Mckinsey and Co said.

The discussions come as in-
surers prepare for long-pending
reforms under a new law that
gives the regulator legislative
powers to set commission lim-
its and order disgorgement of
wrongful gains.

“For all three companies,
both organic and inorganic
routes are possible for entry,”
the first source said.

India has about 60 insurers
with global insurers such as
Prudential Plc, Sun Life Finan-
cial and AIG currently operat-
ing through joint ventures with
local firms.

Reuters reported last week
that global reinsurers, includ-
ing Samsung Re and Korean
Re, are also seeking to expand
their India presence through
Gujarat International Finance
Tec-City (GIFT City), a special
economic zone.
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SKY’s assault rescues India

SKIPPER, SIRAJ SHINE IN INDIA’S 29-RUN WIN OVER USA IN T20 WORLD CUP OPENER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 7: Skipper
Suryakumar Yadav batting
just like he does and Moham-
med Siraj's incisive first spell
headlined defending cham-
pions India's scratchy 29-run
win against the United States
of America despite a stunning
top-order collapse in the open-
ing encounter of the T20 World
Cup here Saturday.

A veteran of many-a-battle
here at the Wankhede Stadium,
Suryakumar's 49-ball unbeaten
84 was a blend of fine rescue act
and a defiant counter-attack
against a USA attack that proved
to be more than mere pushovers.

The Indian captain garnered
all his experience of playing at
his home ground, reaped rich
dividends for being patient but
more importantly, disciplined,
as plucky USA had India on
the mat at 77 for 6 at one stage
in the first half.

But Suryakumar's late on-
slaught which had 10 fours and
four sixes after being dropped
on 15, took India as far as 161/9
after being precariously placed
at 128/7 after 18 overs.

USA, in reply, finished at
132/8 in a meek response with
the bat, especially in comparison
to their first-innings show in
which bowlers kept the high-fly-
ing Indians on a tight leash and
held on to their catches.

Siraj, who joined the team
late Friday evening, came in as
areplacement for an indisposed
Jasprit Bumrah and bowled a
fuller Test match length to take
two wickets in his first spell and
ended with 3/29 in 4 overs. Once
USA were 13 for 3 within fourth
over, they didn't have a chance
to surpass the middling total.

‘Man Utd’s Glazer
brothers among
bidders for RCB

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Feb 7: Reigning
Women's Premier League and
Indian Premier League (IPL)
champions Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) have report-

_edly received bids from nine
parties, including a $1.8 billion
offer from the Glazer family,
which owns top England Pre-
mier League club Manchester
United.

Lalit Modji, the former chief
of the Indian Premier League,
confirmed to TANS Saturday
that the bid from the Glazer
family has already reached
$1.75 billion.

"I assume this is based on the
current scenario of 74 games
and not 94 games, which I be-
lieve will become the norm,
as the IPL was originally con-
ceived as a full home-and-away
format. Secondly, this will so-
lidify the Board of Control for
Cricket in India’s own revenue,
especially at a time when the
board’s central revenues are
under tremendous pressure
— firstly due to its share of
International Cricket Council
revenue, which could realisti-
cally decline by 50-60 per cent,
and secondly because bilateral
rights revenue may also fall by
at least 50 per cent.

BATTING COLLAPSE

The captain stood tall with a
49-ball innings, single-handed-
ly driving India out of woods
after a stunning collapse saw
them reeling at 77 for six in the
13th over.

South Africa born Shadley
van Schalkwyk returned with
figures of 4-0-25-4 as India's
famed batting line-up, bar-

BRIEF SCORES
India: 161/9 in 20 overs
(Suryakumar Yadav 84 not out;
Shadley van Schalkwyk 4/25,
Ali Khan 1/13, Harmeet Singh
2/26) beat USA: 132/8 in 20
overs (Milind Kumar 34, Suraj
Krishnamurthi 37; Mohammad
Siraj 2/ Arshdeep Singh 2/18,
Axar Patel 2/24) by 29 runs

ring Suryakumar, endured a
horrendous outing with the
bat and were in real trouble
of being restricted for an un-
der-par total.

While Ishan Kishan (20)
smacked a six off the fifth ball
to get rolling, the first blow to
India came when Abhishek
Sharma fell for a first-ball duck
in the second over.

Tilak Varma (25) broke the
shackles when he danced down
to hit a straight off Saurabh
Netravalkar (0/65) in the third
over and went after van Schalk-
wyKk for three fours in the next
and it looked like India were
finally up and running.

Shivam Dube (0) is no strang-
er to the Wankhede wicket but
the burly all-rounder was to-

tally outfoxed by an innocuous
slow bouncer failing to check
his stroke.

Rinku Singh (6 off 14 balls)
couldn't control his first attack-
ing stroke which went straight
to long-on off Mohammad
Mohsin (4-0-16-1). Hardik Pan-
dya (5) fell to former Mumbai
left-arm spinner Harmeet Singh
(4-0-26-2) while trying to clear

pulled off a major upset before
Faheem Ashraf's breezy cameo
secured a nervy three-wicket
win for Pakistan in their Group A

Saturday. Put in to bat, the Dutch
were bowled out for 147 with
one delivery left in their innings

held the catch offered by Faheem.

Kolkata: Romario Shepherd
grabbed five wickets after
Shimron Hetmyer hit a fiery fifty
as two-time champions West
Indies began their T20 World Cup
campaign with a comfortable
35-run victory over late entrants
Scotland here Saturday. Invited to
bat, Hetmyer blazed away to 36-

bowl out Scotland for 147.

match at the Twenty20 World Cup :

the sweeper cover, and Axar
Patel (14) in his bid to get some
late quick runs.

Being the only Indian batter
to have understood the na-
ture of the wicket completely,
Suryakumar opened up finally
in the last two overs. He col-
lected 34 runs off those, which
included 21 in the last from Ne-
travalkar.

CLOSE CLASHES
NERVY PAK SURVIVE DUTCH SCARE

Colombo: The Netherlands nearly

at Colombo's Sinhalese Sports Club ground. They then produced a
lion-hearted effort with the ball, but dropping Faheem proved costly as
he went on to smash 29 not out off 11 balls to secure Pakistan's victory
with three balls to spare. Pakistan have little margin for error in their
bid to qualify for the Super 8 stage after deciding to boycott their group
match against arch-rivals India. Having bowled out the Netherlands
with a ball to spare, they made heavy weather of their small target with
the bat, and the outcome could have been different had Max O'Dowd

SHEPHERD’S HAT-TRICK SAVES WI

oA
a1

ball-64, notching up the fastest fifty by a West Indian in the tournament.
Late Sherfane Rutherford's 13-ball 26 cameo helped West Indies post

a formidable 182 for 5. Shepherd (5/20) then starred with the ball
claiming four wickets, including a hat-trick, in the 17th over to help

U-17 girls bag SAFF U-19 Women'’s crown

YOUNG TIGRESSES BLANK BANGLADESH U-19 4-0

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pokhara (Nepal), Feb 7: Field-
ing an U-17 side, India thrashed
Bangladesh 4-0 in the final to
clinch the South Asian Foot-
ball Federation (SAFF) U-19
Women's Championship title
here Saturday.

Captain Julan Nongmai-
them (42nd minute) opened the
scoring before Elizabed Lakra
(63rd), Pearl Fernandes (68th)

and substltute Anw1ta Raghu-
raman (83rd) completed a com-
manding triumph, as the Young
Tigresses emphatically avenged
their earlier round-robin defeat
(0-2) against Bangladesh.

India had sent their U-17 wom-
en's national team to Pokhara
to participate in the SAFF U19
Women's Championship, in order
to prepare for the AFC U-17 Wom-
en's Asian Cup later this year.

India's approach was clear:

build patiently, switch play
through the wings, and attack
with pace whenever gaps ap-
peared.

India dominated possession
and controlled the contest
from the first whistle. Their
movement off the ball, quick
passing combinations, and in-
telligent use of width ensured
Bangladesh were constantly
stretched and unable to settle
into any meaningful pattern.

SPORTS P12

India-Pak WC game
back on the table

ICC-PCB deliberations start; ICC seeks explanation
after PCB wants to invoke ‘Force Majeure’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 7: The ICC
has sought an explanation from
Pakistan on how the 'Force Ma-
jeure' clause can be invoked to
justify the team's refusal to
play the T20 World Cup match
against India after the PCB
tried to wriggle out of the sit-
uation by putting the onus on
its government.

But there is a glimmer
of hope now as PCB has ap-
proached the ICC for delibera-
tions, as per an ICC Director,
who feels that the marquee
clash slated February 15 will
eventually take place. "The
talks have started," he said.
The ICC has asked the Pakistan
Cricket Board to justify pulling
out of one match while playing
the remaining tournament on
government instructions.

A few days back, the PCB
had officially written to the
ICC about wanting to invoke
the 'Force Majeure' clause and
cited the government's tweet,
banning the team from the
February 15 clash in Colombo,
as the reason.

Having received the world
body's formal communication,
the PCB initiated further dis-
cussions.

The ICC is currently engag-
ing with the board in a struc-
tured manner to explore pos-
sible resolutions, with a view
that interest of the game must
supersede unilateral action.
What is Force Majeure?

Force majeure is a contractu-
al provision that excuses a par-
ty from fulfilling its obligations
due to extraordinary events
beyond its control such as war,

Elavenil bags gold; Shambhavi
shatters Asian junior record

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 7: Olympi-
an Elavenil Valarivan held
her nerve to fend off a strong
challenge from Japan's Misaki
Nobata and clinch the women's
10m air rifle gold, while Megha-
na Sajjanar also climbed the
podium with a bronze medal at
the Asian Championship here
Saturday.

The trio of Elavenil Valar-
ivan, Arya Borse and Meghana
Sajjanar sttof atop the podium
in the team event, capping a
memorable day for India's wom-
en's rifle shooters at the Karni
Singh Range.

In the junior women's 10m
air rifle event, Shambhavi
Kshirsagar shattered the Asian
Junior Finals Record en route
to gold as India swept the po-
dium, with Manyata Singh and
Aneesha Sharma claiming the
other two medals in a superb
display of marksmanship.

The trio of Shambhavi, Anee-
sha and Sandrata Roy also com-
bined to clinch the team gold,
finishing ahead of Kazakhstan.

Elavenil was placed fifth af-
ter the first two five-shot series
in the final but the young rifle

ace steadily clawed her way
back, surging into the lead by
the 18th shot. She held her com-
posure to the end to stay atop
the pack, winning with a score
of 252.0. Japan's Misaki (251.5)
and Meghana (229.5) took the
silver and bronze respectively.

The Indian trio of Elave-
nil, Arya and Meghana also
clinched the team gold with a
combined score of 1892.6, fol-
lowed by Japan (1879.7) and
Kazakhstan (1875.6).

India began the day in dom-
inant fashion by sweeping
the podium in the men's 50m
pistol event, with former 10m
air pistol world No. 1 Saurabh
Chaudhary clinching gold, fol-
lowed by Kamaljeet Chaudhary
and reigning world champion
Ravinder Singh taking silver
and bronze respectively.

natural disasters, government
actions or public emergencies.

For the clause to apply, the
affected party must demon-
strate that the event was un-
foreseeable, unavoidable and
that it took all reasonable steps
to mitigate the impact. Mere in-
convenience or political prefer-
ence does not ordinarily satisfy
the test.

ICC seeks proof of mitigation

The Pakistan government
had announced that its team
would boycott only the India
fixture to support Bangladesh,
who were shown the door for
refusing to play in India due to
their "security concerns.

They will play the remaining
matches.

The ICC has sent across a se-
ries of queries, asking the PCB
to demonstrate what efforts it
made to mitigate the situation,
explore alternatives or seek
exemptions before opting for
non-participation.

It is learnt that the global
body also set out the conditions
under which force majeure
can legitimately be triggered,
the evidences required for
withdrawal from a scheduled
match, and the wider sporting,
commercial and governance
consequences of such a step.

The ICC has also underlined
the damages it could potentially
claim if the invocation is found
invalid.

In its reply, the ICC has
pointed out that selective par-
ticipation strikes at the core
premise of a global tournament
and could expose the PCB to
breach-of-contract claims as
well as disciplinary action un-
der ICC regulations.

1.5 CRORE CASH
AWARD FOR U19
MEN’S WC CHAMPS

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Feb 7: The BCCI
have announced a total cash
award of Rs 7.5 crore for the
U20 Men's Cricket World Cup
winning team, technical staff
and the selection committee, the
board's secretary Devajit Saikia
told TANS Saturday.

India beat England by 100 runs
to win the ICC Under-19 Men's
Cricket World Cup final at the
Harare Sports Club in Harare
Friday, claiming a record-extend-
ing sixth U19 World Cup crown.

"A cash award of Rs 7.5 crore
will be given to the Indian team
who won the U19 Men's Cricket
World Cup in Zimbabwe and
Namibia. We are working on the
details of the prize amount break-
up for players, technical staff and
the selection committee, but Rs
7.5 crore is the total reward for
them from the BCCI," Saikia said.

A staggering century from
14-year-old Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi fired India to ICC U19 Men’s
Cricket World Cup glory. Cap-
tain Ayush Mhatre (53) and
wicketkeeper Abhigyan Kun-
du (40) also made valuable
contributions as India racked
up 411/9.

Political tensions surface at slick
Milano Cortina opening ceremony

FOR THE FIRST TIME, TWO OLYMPIC CAULDRONS, ONE OF THE SYMBOLS OF THE GAMES, WERE LIT SIMULTANEOUSLY AND _. ;
WILL BURN THROUGHOUT - ONE AT MILAN'S ARCO DELLA PACE (PEACE ARCH) AND THE OTHER IN CORTINA'S PIAZZA DIBONA

“But the IPL will make up
for all those downsides. The
next IPL media rights cycle,
which will be decided within
the next year, is very likely to
see the value at least double. I
have zero doubts about that,"
Modi said.

The nine parties have submit-
ted non-binding bids ranging
from $1 billion to $1.8 billion,
indicating serious interest,
the report by the State of Play
claimed. The Glazers’ bid posi-
tioned them among the highest
bidders for the franchise.

Last month, pharma ty-
coon Adar Poonawalla said
he would make a 'strong and
competitive' bid for securing
the ownership of RCB.

REUTERS

Milan, Feb 7: Italy launched
the Milano Cortina Winter
Olympics Friday with a slick
and colourful ceremony that
celebrated the country's histo-
ry, arts and fashion but where
global political tensions sur-
faced in the crowd reaction.

Italian President Sergio Mat-
tarella formally declared the
Games open at the main event
in Milan's San Siro stadium as
part of an unprecedented show
that also linked to celebrations
in co-host Cortina d'Ampezzo,
more than 400 km (250 miles)
away in the Dolomites.

US Vice President JD Vance
and Secretary of State Marco
Rubio were among the crowd

in the iconic soccer stadium for
the performance entitled "Ar-
monia" (Harmony) that lasted
three and a half hours.

Vance, who has been strong-
ly critical of Europe, drew jeers
in the stadium when an image
of him waving the US flag ap-
peared on a big screen.

The announcement of the
Israeli team prompted some
booing in Milan over the loud
soundtrack, but there were
cheers in Cortina. Israel has a
team of 10 in Italy. The group
of five athletes from Ukraine in
Milan drew huge cheers.

Alberto Tomba and Deborah
Compagnoni, two of Italy's most
successful Alpine skiers who
both won three Olympic gold
medals, lit the cauldron at the

Let these Games
be a celebration
of what unites

us - of everything

that makes us human. This
is the magic of the Olympic

Games: inspiring us all to
be the best that we can be -

together

KIRSTY COVENTRY I PRESIDENT,
INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

19th century Milan monument.
Sofia Goggia, one of Italy’s top
medal hopes for these Games,
did the honours in Cortina. She
became the first Italian wom-
an to win an Olympic downhill
gold at the 2018 edition.

US pop diva Mariah Carey
had got the party started in
a unique opening ceremony

combining elements from the
co-hosts, seeking to reflect both
city and mountain life.

Carey performed the 1950s
Italian song "Nel blu, dipinto
di blu" ("In the blue, painted in
blue") with its famous "Volare"
("To fly") refrain to cheers in
the stadium.

The ceremony celebrated the
diversity of Italian life, from
fashionable Milan to the small-
er mountain towns in the Alps
that host the outdoor events
at the Games, which run un-
til February 22. Athletes also
paraded in the mountain ven-
ues of Livigno and Predazzo,
in a Games spread over 22,000
square kilometres.

There was some initial con-
fusion over access in Cortina.

start of Corso Italia, the town's
main street, and said: “We
were not told that everything
would be closed off. We were
told it was free entry.”

But some competitors in
Cortina were pleased to get a
slice of the action without hav-
ing to trek to Milan, and they
mixed with one another after
their parades. "Do I wish I was
at the full one? Kind of. Am I
happy I don't have to spend 10
hours on a bus that day? Yes,"
said Austin Florian, part of the
US skeleton team.

In the outdoor event in Livig-
no, at the foot of the snowboard
and freeski runs, a thin crowd

the small Alpine town walked
in the snow, in sync with dele-
gations at the San Siro.

A series of protests took

place Friday, with more
planned over the weekend, in
the Italian financial capital to
oppose the presence of analysts
from a department that falls
under US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE).
Italy's government has said
the controversy is unfounded,
with ICE personnel not on the
streets during the Olympics
and only operatives from its
Homeland Security Investiga-
tions in Italy working out of US
diplomatic missions.
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