\ Actor Priyanka Chopra admits leaving

Y| Hindi cinema for Hollywood was

i difficult, but determination and
/8 legacy-driven ambition kept her going
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SC warns against
pre-marital intimacy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: The Su-
preme Court Monday said a
boy and a girl before mar-
riage are “total strangers”
and they should be cautious
while indulging in pre-mar-
ital physical relationships.
A bench of Justices BV
Nagarathna and Ujjal Bhu-
yan, which was hearing

the bail pleaofaman 7"

accused of rape on -
a false promise of
marriage, ques-
tioned the wom- — =
an why she trav-
elled all the way to
Dubai where they
indulged in physical
relationship.

“It’s consensual. We may
be old-fashioned but a boy
and girl before marriage are
total strangers. They should
be circumspect in indulging
in physical relationships be-
fore marriage,” the bench

- observed.

“Whatever may be the
thick and thin of their re-
lationship, we fail to un-
derstand how they can be

PM inaugurates
Al Impact Expo

NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Mo-
di Monday inaugurated
the India AI Impact Expo
~here featuring over 600
high-potential startups
and 13 country pavilions
showcasing international
collaboration in the Al eco-
system.He al so interacted
with startups participating
in the expo. The prime min-
ister visited various stalls
and spoke with the compa-
nies participating in the
expo. He was seen asking
questions from company
representatives to better
understand what they are
showcasing. The PM spent
several minutes at various
stalls while interacting
with the representatives.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

After your release, come and
join our party immediately.
Cooling off period is only for
writing books

indulging in physical rela-
tionship before marriage.
Maybe we are old- fashioned
but you must be very care-
ful, nobody should believe
anybody before marriage,”
Justice Nagarathna said.

Counsel for the woman
said they met on a matri-
monial website in 2022 and
he allegedly established
~ physical relations with her
i on a false promise of

marriage on mul-

tiple occasions in
Delhi and later in
- Dubai.
. Justice Naga-
" rathna questioned
the woman about
what was the need for
her to travel to Dubai and
observed that it appears to
be a case of consensual re-
lationship.

“She should not have
gone before marriage if
she was so strict about it.
We will send them to medi-
ation. These are not cases
which are to be tried and
convicted when there is
consensual relationship,”
she said.
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AIRBORNE: Lucia Georgalli of New Zealand in action during Womens Snowboard Slopestyle Qualification at Winter Olympics 2026 in Italy
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"~ Nuclear talks

Iran’s foreign minister meets

4 with the UN nuclear watchdog
chief Monday, ahead of talks

| between Washington and Tehran
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Unempolyment
rate rises to 5%

Despite the government’s
repeated claims of creating
millions of new jobs, India’s
jobless rate has fluctuated
in recent years. According
to the Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE),
an independent think tank
that produces economic and
business databases for deci-
sion making and research,
unemployment remains a
concern, particularly among
urban youth and graduates.
In fact, in January 2026, the
national unemployment rate
edged up to 5.0 % from 4.8 %
in December 2025, driven by
rising joblessness in both
rural (4.2 % vs. 3.9 %) and
urban areas (7.0 % vs. 6.7
%), according to National
Statistics Office which con-
firm CMIE’s observations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: The
rate of unemployment in
the country among persons
aged 15 years and above
rose to 5 per cent in January
this year from 4.8 per cent
in December 2025, according

Representational image

to a government survey re-
leased Monday.

The UR (unemployment
rate) or joblessness record-
ed a marginal increase in
January in both rural and
urban areas, showed the lat-
est Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS). The data
also showed lower labour
force participation rate (LF-
PR) as well as workers pop-
ulation ratio (WPR) across
the rural and urban areas.

The National Statistics Of-
fice (NSO) under the Ministry
of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, said in a
statement that the decline in
LFPR and WPR, and rise in

UR in January was primari-
ly rural-driven, with season-
al factors, post-harvest slack,
and discouragement effects
playing a key role.

“Many activities like
construction, agriculture
allied work, transport, small
trade, etc. slowdown in win-
ter. Urban areas remained
stable,” it explained.

The rural UR edged up
from 3.9 per cent to 4.2 per
cent, while the urban UR in-
creased from 6.7 per cent to
7.0 per cent during Decem-
ber 2025 to January 2026.

Among males aged 15
years and above, the UR
continued to remain stable
in January 2026.

In contrast, unemploy-
ment among females in the
same age group was higher
in January 2026 than in De-
cember 2025.

It stated that the female UR
remained within the range ob-
served during the period April
to December 2025, indicating
a short-term increase rather
than a significant weakening
of female labour market con-
ditions.

Raseswari Panigrahi
passes away at79

PRESS TRUST OF IINDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 16:
Former Odisha MLA and
popular doctor Raseswari
Panigrahi,79, died Monday
at her residence in Sambal-
pur district, her doctor said.

Panigrahi was undergoing
treatment due to neurological
complications. “As Panigrahi
did not want to be hospital-
ised she was under treatment
in her home,” the doctor said.

Panigrahi was elected
to the state Assembly once
from Sambalpur constituen-
cy in 2014 from BJD ticket.
However, she resigned from
the BJD in 2024 and decided
to stay away from politics.

Panigrahi, a popular
Gynaecologist of western
Odisha, is known for her
dedication and service to hu-
manity. CM Mohan Charan
Majhi, in an X post, said he
was deeply saddened to learn
of the passing of Panigrahi
while conveying condolences
to the bereaved family.

India among top six cropland emitters

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: India
is among six countries that
together account for 61 per
cent of the world’s green-
house gas emissions from
croplands, a new study has
estimated.

The study, published in
the journal Nature Climate
Change, breaks down agri-
cultural emissions by crop
and source, and creates
the most precise map yet
of hotspots, with pathways
towards reducing hotspots,
researchers said.

“This is an absolute glob-
al synthesis of all the infor-
mation you need, by coun-
try, by production system,
for calculating greenhouse
gas emissions — it’s been a
significant undertaking,”

senior author Marlo Herre
ro, professor of global devel-
opment at Cornell Univer-
sity’s college of agriculture
and life sciences, said.
Regions producing a lot
of food are often high emit-
ters, with cultivation of rice
alone contributing 43 per

cent of cropland emissions,
the study found.
Four crops - rice,
maize, oil palm and wheat
accounted for nearly
three-quarters of cropland
emissions, it said.
“It’s all about rice. That’s
where the biggest sources

and the biggest opportuni-
ties are,” Herrero said.

“Some of the more nu-
tritious foods, fruits and
vegetables, have way lower
footprints. I was surprised
by the importance of peat-
land (vegetable matter) ar-
eas, too, which was much
larger than expected,” the
senior author said.

Source of the emissions
was found to differ depend-
ing on the crop -- drained
peatlands for palm oil pro-
duction (35 per cent), flood-
ed rice paddies (35 per cent)
and synthetic fertilisers
used in high-production ar-
eas (23 per cent).

“The six highest-emitting
countries, China, Indonesia,
India, USA, Thailand and
Brazil, collectively account-
ed for 61 per cent of global

cropland emissions,” the
authors wrote.

“Countries with high
crop production levels,
such as China, India, USA
and Brazil, also emitted sub-
stantial (greenhouse gases)
from synthetic fertiliser
use,” they said.

The team also estimated
that croplands emitted the
greenhouse gas equivalent
of 2.5 gigatonnes of carbon
dioxide in 2020, with East
Asia and Pacific contribut-
ing about half of the total,
followed by South Asia,
Europe and Central Asia,
which collectively contrib-
uted 30 per cent.

Emission mitigating
strategies need to be tai-
lored depending on the crop
and emissions source, the
researchers said.

Trade deficit widens

India’s exports rise marginally by
0.61% to $36.56 billion in January,
while trade deficit widens to a

three-month high of $34.68 billion
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Lanka in Super 8s

Sri Lanka beat Australia
by 8 wickets to secure
their place in the Super
Eights
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1 BURNT ALIVE
IN CHEMICAL
FACTORY FIRE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, Feb 16: Seven
people were burnt alive in
an illegal firecracker-manu-
facturing factory in the Bhi-
wadi town of Rajasthan’s
Khairthal-Tijara district
Monday, officials said.

“Seven persons have
died in the incident. It
was a garment factory but
firecrackers were being
manufactured inside it il-
legally,” Sumitra Pareek,
Additional District Mag-
istrate, said. She said that
two people were trapped in
the factory.

The incident occurred in
the Khushkhera-Karoli in-
dustrial area in Bhiwadi.
“The premises was leased
out in the name of a gar-
ment factory but as per the
preliminary report, fire-
crackers were being manu-
factured illegally,” she said.

She said that the police
came to know about the
incident during a routine
patrol, following which
a rescue operation was
launched immediately.

Ratna Bhandar inventory
to begin soon, says Majhi

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 16: The
long-awaited inventory and
valuation of gold ornaments
and precious stones stored
in the Ratna Bhandar of the
Jagannath Temple will com-
mence shortly, Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi
announced after chairing a
high-level meeting at Lok
Seva Bhawan Monday.

The CM held detailed
discussions on the Stan-
dard Operating Procedure
(SOP) to be adopted for the
procedure.

Srimandir Chief Admin-
istrator Arabinda Padhee
made a detailed presen-

tation before the CM, in-
forming that all prelimi-
nary procedures have been
completed. Restoration and
conservation work of both
the inner and outer Ratna
Bhandar chambers has al-
ready been concluded by
the Archaeological Survey
of India. The conservation
work was completed over a
span of 95 days, involving
333 hours of structural and
preservation measures.
Notably, the last invento-
ry of the Ratna Bhandar was
carried out in 1978. During
the upcoming exercise, the
valuables will be cross-ver-
ified with the 1978 records
and a final updated list will

be prepared. The entire
process will also include
detailed photography and
the preparation of a com-
prehensive digital catalogue
of ornaments and precious
items.

The meeting also re-
viewed preparations for this
year’s Rath Yatra. Consider-
ing the large requirement of
phassi and sandalwood for
the construction of the char-
iots, the CM directed offi-
cials to submit proposals for
plantation of these species
under forest development
schemes. Senior ministers
and top administrative of-
ficials were present at the
meeting.
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RIHANNA SUFFERS
WARDROBE MISHAP

Singer-songwriter Rihanna recently
suffered a Wardrobe Malfunction while
she was supporting her partner ASAP
Rocky’s latest fashion endeavors.
However, the singer didn’t let a little
wardrobe slip stop her from supporting,
reports People magazine

" FORTUNE FORECAST
‘ ‘ ™ ]
\% GaneshaSpeaks.com s’

accuracy e reliability o frust
FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181*

l ARIES

You love meeting people,

says Ganesha, and you are

going to have a wonderful

time interacting with the most brilliant
people today. You remain a perfectionist
as ever, and may spend a fortune to

buy that 'perfect' gift to please your
sweetheart!

Il TAURUS L )

Communication may be poi- u

gnant with your loved ones
today, says Ganesha. Your unpretentious
character will seek to safeguard the feel-
ings of others from being hurt. You will
learn that total agreement is sometimes
twice as seductive in love's intimacies,
feels Ganesha.

H GEMINI ;
You need to guard against

hurting the sentiments of

anyone today. You need to

pay greater attention to the problems

of your elders and solve their issues.

Post noon you may find yourself busy in
religious or intellectual pursuits, says
Ganesha.

[l CANCER

Cantoomuchoflovebea ¥z
bad thing? Well, you will find

it today, warns Ganesha. Today you may
find your relationship in throes of chaos.
There may be an outburst of emotions by
hoth of you. And, if you both share the
same sun sign then the situation may get
out of control due to such overflow of
emotions.

HlLEO

- You will not compromise
with your principles today,
and will feel satisfied with
yourself as a result. However, do not lose
your concilatory approach. You need to
be practical and businesslike about your
professional affairs, says Ganesha.

H VIRGO
Ganesha says you will raise i
the bar today. You will set o/
higher goals for yourself, and
will want to crack the existing barriers.
You will be deeply concerned in the after-
noon about your finances. Petty matters

- will lower your spirits. However, Ganesha
advises you to climb the next rung in

the ladder by spending the evening in

spiritual pursuits.

H LIBRA r 1
Ganesha foresees that today ‘k ‘k
you will chart out your

future course of action, so that any steps
you take from thereon leads only to suc-
cess. Sudden and unexpected profits are
also on the cards as on the professional

front, increased reputation and rewards
knock on your door.

Il SCORPIO

The chemistry between you

and your partner would be

electrifying. Ganesha fore-

sees a day full of romantic indulgences.
Things at home front would be pretty
relaxing. You are on a money saving
mission today and your bargaining skills
would definitely yield benefits.

H SAGITTARIUS GREER
~-

will be gushing within you

today. You may strive to w

Workplace may offer economic gains

later in the evening. But do not neglect

The fountain of creativity
take on new challenges later in the day.
your health, says Ganesha.

Il CAPRICORN

You know your cards well,
now it all depends upon
how you play them to your
advantage and boost your business, feels
Ganesha. You have an efficient team
working for you, but you will need to ex-
amine their talents without any biases. If
they perform well in absolute terms, you
can expect the productivity you require
from them, today.

Il AQUARIUS

If you are associated with

law and legal matters, today

is a favourable day for you.

You will aim for the stars, because you
know that even if you can't reach there,
you will not end up being in the mud.
Later on the day, you will receive some
favourable news, feels Ganesha.

vortex of emotions swirling
tal decisions you need to take today. You
think lesser about chasing after money,

H PISCES f
through you. Your savage J
need to guard against being emotional,
says Ganesha.

Fatima’s non-negotiables &
in relationships

Mumbai: Actor Fatima Sa-
na Shaikh recently spoke
about her non-negotiables in
relationships, revealing that
emotional honesty, constant
communication and genuine
involvement are central to
her idea of love. She admit-
ted that she feels deeply and
expects her partner to share
thoughts, emotions and ex-
periences with complete
transparency. For Fatima,
meaningful connection is
impossible without open di-

S0 a major non-negotiable.
Fatima described herself as
highly expressive through
touch and closeness, saying
that proximity helps her feel
secure and reassured. Small
gestures, shared spaces and
everyday intimacy form the
foundation of her emotional
comfort.

On the profes-
sional front, she
was last seen in
Gustaakh Ishq,
directed by

rience in India.

alogue and mutual emotional Vibhu  Puri, that day. Those are
availability. alongside Vijay things I hadn’t ex-
One of her strongest prior- Varma and Na- perienced in my
ities is emotional presence. seeruddin Shah, career back home. ShOUId alwa S
She believes that partners and produced And I was okay to

must be willing to engage sin- by Manish do it every morning

cerely, listen attentively, and Malhotra. She because I was like, ,
participate in each other’s believes trust, ‘T'm going for long e ca e ou (%
inner worlds. At the same consistency, and term. I'm going for that Y
time, she has learned that in- emotional safety legacy,” she said during 4
tensity needs balance. While  ultimately define India Conference 2026 at
vulnerability matters to her, her long-termro- Harvard University in

she now values patienceand  mantic commit- the United States.

respects her partner’s ments always. The actor, who Chennai: React-

pace, making emo- AGENCIES headlines new Hol- ing to a distasteful

tional space an- ‘ lywood  thriller comment made about

other essential The Bluff, said her by state Bharatiya
element in her work in India Janata Party President

her relation- was turbulent Nainar Nagendran, ac-

ships. when she came tress Trisha Monday issued

MAYA HAWKE MARRIES
CHRISTIAN LEE HUTSON

Hollywood actress Maya Hawke, who
is known for Stranger Things, has tied
the knot with Christian Lee Hutson.
The actress, 27, and the singer, 35, got

married in the presence of Maya’s

famous parents, dad, Ethan Hawke,

and mom, Uma Thurman

“I was dealing with a lot when it comes to my work back
in India, and I was trying to survive, and I think my goal
was, I want to have alegacy. And that’s the only way
I could wake up every morning and go through
the small role that I have to do, and
a triple banger trailer, which
is 3 actors in one trailer.
And wait for like 15
hours and not be shot

Phys- to Hollywood, a communique through her
ical af- but her goals lawyer to clarify her political
fection were clear. stand, even as she said that
is al- PTI “Disrespect should and always

will be called out.”

»
e

Trisha took to her Instagram

page to post the communique is-

sued by her lawyer on her behalf

and wrote, “Disrespect should and
always will be called out.”

The lawyer Nithyaesh Natraj, in

the communique, made it clear that

Trisha “never expected that such dis-
tasteful and inappropriate remark would

‘Disrespect

PeeCee eyes legacy

NEW DELHI: Actor Priyanka Chopra Jonas says leaving Hindi
cinema to make a career in Hollywood was not easy but she was
determined to tough it out as she always wanted to have a legacy.
Recalling how she once waited for 15 hours for one shot only
for that to be postponed in Hollywood, the actor said, it was
something that she, as one of the top actors, did not expe-

E A
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i

ure in the State’s political space.”

Trisha, he said, had made it clear that
she was not affiliated to any political par-
ty nor did she intend to be in the future.
“As my client had continuously main-
tained in the past, she has always taken a
neutral stand when it comes to politics,”
the lawyer pointed out.

The lawyer further explained that Tri-
sha had expressed her wish to be defined
only by her craft and not by any alleged
political alignment.

“Further and most importantly, it
is common saying that personal lives
should never be made the subject of
public commentary or discourse, and
it is expected that persons holding high
positions maintain responsibility and
equanimity in public discourse,” the
lawyer added.  ans

Mumbai: Shweta Tripathi has stepped
into production with a focus on wom-
en-led and queer narratives as she feels
it’s right, like home and part of a larger
purpose for her as an artist.

Shweta recently announced her first
queer film as a producer, Mujhe Jaan
Na Kaho Meri Jaan, starring Tilotta-
ma Shome, which is expected to go on
floors this year. She has also produced
the queer play Cock, which toured cities
and received strong audience response.

“For me, it’s very personal,” she said.

Shweta added: “If we want to see a
certain kind of change, we have to start
by being part of it. Stories about wom-
en and queer lives have always existed,

FUN

POsT

Shweta backs women-led, queer narratives

be made by a person holding a high stat-

but they haven’t always been given the
space or respect they deserve. If I have
the privilege to choose and create now,
then I have to be mindful about how I
use it.” Shweta wants these stories to
feel human, flawed and familiar. The
same philosophy applies to the queer
narratives she supports. They do not
need to be loud or sensational to be
impactful.

“Sometimes these stories are ten-
der and everyday,” she explained.

The actress said: “They don’t al-
ways announce themselves, but they

stay with you. That’s the kind of
work I want to be associated with.” k :
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
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CBSE: First board exam
must for Class X students

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: The Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) has said that it is
mandatory for Class X students
to appear in the first board ex-
am, and those who do not at-
tempt at least three subjects in
the first edition will be placed
in the ‘essential repeat’ catego-
ry, officials said.

CBSE is starting
with two board exams
for Class X from 2026.

The clarification
by the board comes
after it received a few
requests stating that
Class X students who
are not able to appear
in the first board ex-
am should be allowed
to appear in the sec-
ond board exam.

“It is mandatory for all the stu-
dents to appear in the first board
examination. All passed and el-
igible students will be allowed
to improve their performance
in any of the three subjects out
of Science, Mathematics, Social
Science and languages,” CBSE
Examination Controller Sanyam
Bhardwaj said.

“If a student has not appeared
in three or more subjects in the
first examination, then he or
she will not be allowed to ap-

- pear in the second examination.
Such students will be placed in
the ‘essential repeat’ category

01 Chiki powerful
symbol of Santhali
identity: President

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: Describing
- the Ol Chiki script as a “power-
ful symbol” of Santhali identi-
ty, President Droupadi Murmu
Monday said efforts should be
made to preserve and promote
this century-old script.

Addressing a gathering to
commemorate the centenary
of Ol Chiki script, Murmu also
expressed happiness that the
script is growing in the digital
medium.

In 1925, Pandit Raghunath
Murmu created Ol Chiki
script. Since then, it has be-
come a powerful symbol of
the Santhal identity.

ey
o

President Droupadi Murmu during
the inauguration of the centenary
celebrations of the Ol Chiki script

It was included in the Consti-
tution’s Eighth Schedule in 2003.
In her address, Murmu described
India as a “garden of multiple
languages”, stressing the im-
portance of using one’s mother
tongue in communication.

She also said efforts should
be made to preserve and pro-
mote Ol Chiki script.

Earlier, a military band wel-
comed Murmu at the venue - the
Bhim Hall of the Dr Ambedkar
International Centre. It first
played the national song ‘Vande
Mataram’, followed by the na-
tional anthem ‘Jana Gana Mana.

A group of folk artistes sang
songs in Santhali, followed by
a performance by a troupe of
Santhali dancers on a theme
that celebrated nature and the
cultural diversity of India.

A short film on the genesis
and evolution of the Ol Chiki
script was also screened on
the occasion. A special postage
stamp and a commemorative Rs
100 coin, along with a souvenir
on Ol Chiki script, were also
released at the event.

Ol Chiki is the official script
of the Santhali language, one
of India’s prominent tribal
languages spoken widely across
Jharkhand, Odisha, West Ben-
gal, Assam, and Bihar.

and can take the examination
only in the main examinations
in the month of February next
year,” he added.

Students with compartment
in the first exam will be allowed
to appear in the second exam
under the ‘compartment’ cate-
gory, Bhardwaj said.

“Additional subject will
not be permitted after pass-
ing Class X, students
will not be allowed in
stand-alone subjects.
Because of any reason
if a student is not able
to appear in three or
more subjects in main
examination, he or
she cannot be per-
mitted to appear in
second board exams
as per policy. Any
request received by
CBSE about this will
not be responded to,” Bhard-
waj said.

Board exams for Class X and
XII will begin Tuesday, with
over 46 lakh students set to
appear from India and abroad.

Under the new National Ed-
ucation Policy (NEP), several
recommendations have been
made with regard to board
exams, including conducting
them twice a year.

NEP 2020 said that the ex-
isting system of board and en-
trance exams shall be reformed
to eliminate the need for under-
taking coaching classes.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: In a sig-
nificant development, the Su-
preme Court Monday agreed
to examine a batch of petitions
challenging the constitutional
validity of several provisions of
the Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection (DPDP) Act, 2023.

The top court, however, refused
to grant an interim stay on the im-
pugned provisions, saying “by an
interim order, it will not thwart a
regime introduced by Parliament
unless we hear the case”.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and justices
Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul
M Pancholi issued a notice to
the Centre on the pleas chal-
lenging certain provisions of
the DPDP Act and the Digital
Personal Data Protection Rules
2025 over their amendment of
the provisions of the Right to
Information Act.

The bench also referred three
petitions, filed by Venkatesh
Nayak on behalf of digital news
platform ‘The Reporters Collec-
tive’, journalist Nitin Sethi and
National Campaign for People’s
Right to Information (NCPRI),
to a larger bench.

The pleas raised concerns
over the “fiduciary” clauses,
which allow the Union gov-
ernment to requisition data
from any data fiduciary at its
discretion.

The bench said the matter per-
tained to “complex and sensitive
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TIGHT VIGIL: Security personnel deployed on the Assembly premises in Bhubaneswar, Monday, ahead of the Budget Session beginning Tuesday (reporr ps)

e to Centre on
data protection law

THE PETITIONERS HAVE
CHALLENGED SECTION 44(3)
OF DIGITAL PERSONAL DATA

PROTECTION ACT, WHICH

AMENDS SECTION 8(1)

(J) OF RTI ACT, GIVING A
BLANKET EXEMPTION TO THE
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL
INFORMATION

issues”, and it involved balancing
two competing sets of fundamen-
tal rights, the Right to Informa-
tion and the Right to Privacy.
“This is about balancing
competing interests. We have
to iron out the creases and lay
down what constitutes personal
information,” the CJI said.
Advocate Prashant Bhu-
shan, also appearing for one of
the petitioners, pointed to the
landmark Subhash Agarwal
judgement, asserting that the
apex court had already estab-
lished a framework for balanc-
ing RTI and privacy. However,
the bench noted that the new
legislative framework required
a fresh, deeper examination.
Senior advocate Abhishek
Singhvi, also appearing for
one of the petitioners, sought to
make additional submissions,

but the court proceeded to issue
notice to ensure a comprehen-
sive response from the Centre.

The top court has scheduled
the matter for a hearing in
March. Senior advocate Vrin-
da Grover, appearing in the
matter, contended that the leg-
islation has taken an excessive
approach.

“Instead of using a chisel,
it has used a hammer and has
thus rendered a body blow,”
she submitted, arguing that the
amendments effectively under-
mine transparency safeguards.

The petitioners have essential-
ly challenged Section 44(3) of the
DPDP Act, which amends Sec-
tion 8(1)(j) of the RTT Act, giving
a blanket exemption to the dis-
closure of personal information.

Before the amendment, per-
sonal information could have
been disclosed if there was an
overriding public interest.

One of the pleas said that the
new provision undermines cit-
izens’ right to information and
transparency in public admin-
istration. It said that journal-
ists and transparency activists
frequently rely on access to
personal information in limit-
ed, public-interest contexts to
expose wrongdoing, corruption,
or conflicts of interest.

By eliminating the public
interest override, the amend-
ed provision allegedly tilts
the balance decisively in fa-
vour of privacy at the cost of
accountability.

Man dies in mishap, 2
days before wedding

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, Feb 16: A 24-year-old
man, who was set to tie nuptial
knot Wednesday, was killed in a
road mishap in this district late
Sunday night, according to police.

The deceased was identified as
Siddhanta Ganta, a resident of
Baising village under Seshkhal
police limits of Rayagada block.

According to police and fam-
ily members, Siddhanta had
gone to Rayagada town Sunday
for some work. However, his
motorcycle hit a culvert near
his village around 10pm when
he was returning home, killing
him on the spot.

Throughout the night, his
family members left no stone
unturned in searching for Sid-
dhanta, but to no avail.

It was Monday morning
when some villagers spotted
Sidhhanta’s lifeless body lying
in a farmland, and informed his
family members and sarpanch
of Baising gram panchayat.

On being informed, Sheshkhal
police reached the spot, seized
the body and the motorcycle and
began an investigation.

OP PHOTO

JEE-Main 2026: Odisha boy
among 12 with perfect 100

PTI & AGENCIES

New Delhi/Bhubaneswar,
Feb 16: Twelve candidates, in-
cluding one from Odisha, have
bagged the perfect 100 score
in JEE-Main 2026, the Nation-
al Testing Agency (NTA) an-
nounced Monday.

More than 13.04 lakh
candidates had ap-
peared for the first
edition of the crucial
engineering entrance
exam.

Among the candi-
dates who have secured
an NTA score of 100, three
are from Rajasthan, two from
Andhra Pradesh and one each
is from Delhi, Bihar, Odisha,
Haryana, Maharashtra, Guja-
rat and Telangana, the agency
said, adding that all the 12 can-
didates are male.

“Kabeer Chhillar, Chiranjib
Kar and Arnav Gautam from
Rajasthan, Narendrababu
Gari Mahith and Pasala Mohith
from Andhra Pradesh, Shreyas

A

MBhavesh Patra v

Mishra from Delhi, Shubham
Kumar from Bihar, Bhavesh
Patra from Odisha, Anay Jain
from Haryana, Madhav Viradi-
ya from Maharashtra, Purohit
Nimay from Gujarat and Vivan
Sharad Mahiswari from Telan-
gana secured an NTA score of
100,” according to the
Livemint.

According to of-
ficials, the NTA
score is not the
IHEN ' same as the per-
7/ centage of marks

obtained but nor-
malised scores.

“NTA scores are nor-
malised scores across multi-
shift papers and are based
on the relative performance
of all those who appeared for
the examination in one shift.
The marks obtained are trans-
formed into a scale ranging
from 100 to 0 for each shift of
examinees. The NTA score is
not the same as the percentage
of marks obtained,” a senior
official explained.

Rourkela: Al cameras help save 4 jumbos

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Feb 16: Artificial
intelligence (Al)-enabled cam-
eras helped avert a possible
tragedy and saved the lives of
four elephants near Rourkela,
a Forest official said.

The incident occurred in the
Mahipani forest between Bh-
alulata and Jareikela railway
stations under Chakradharpur
railway division of South East-
ern Railway. Rourkela DFO

Jashobant Sethi said Al-based
360-degree cameras detected
elephant movement near Ma-
hipani railway tracks under
Bisra block at 1:33am Sunday.

Upon reviewing the footage,
officials confirmed that four
elephants were moving close
to the tracks. The railway
control room was immediate-
ly alerted, and train speeds
were reduced in the affected
section. Railway authorities
delayed a goods train by about

30 minutes after receiving the
alert, it was learnt.

Forest staffers from Bisra
range later drove the elephants
away from the tracks, prevent-
ing any mishap, Sethi said.

The Al surveillance system
is part of an initiative by the
Forest department to prevent
elephant deaths on railway
tracks. The system issues red,
yellow and green alerts to con-
trol room upon detecting ele-
phant movement.

RAPPER KANYE WEST CONFIRMS FIRST INDIA SHOW

AGENCIES

California, Feb 16: Rapper
Ye, formerly Kanye West, will
bring his live show to India
for the first time March 29,
2026, headlining a stadium
date at Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium in New Delhi.

Tickets will be available from
Wednesday. The event is organ-
ised by White Fox, Wizcraft &
Plush Entertainment.

“IT"S TIME. YE LIVE. 29
MARCH | JAWAHARLAL
NEHRU STADIUM, NEW DEL-
HI. TICKETS DROP 18.02 - 4PM
@districtupdates. THIS IS NOT

A SHOW. THIS IS A STATE-
MENT.” read the caption.

The rap star’s debut India con-
cert is part of his 2026 world tour
and will be presented by White
Fox, Plush Entertainment, and
Wizcraft International.

The announcement ends
years of speculation around a
possible India concert. While
Ye has visited the country pre-
viously—including a reported
2009 stay at an ashram and a 2012
visit linked to his fashion ven-
tures—he has never performed
here. His debut will take place at
the 60,000-capacity JNS Stadium,
which has become a key stop for

international tours since its re-
development ahead of the 2010
Commonwealth Games.

In October last year, Travis
Scott headlined the venue,
delivering one of the capital’s

largest hip-hop concerts to date.
Ye’s booking continues that
momentum, reinforcing New
Delhi’s position on the global
stadium touring circuit.
Organisers say the show will
mirror the format of Ye’s recent
headline runs, with large-for-
mat visuals, expansive staging
and a setlist expected to span
his catalogue, from early 2000s
releases to later-era material.
The India date follows early
2026 shows in Mexico City and
precedes Ye’s one-off Europe-
an stop at Vitesse Arnhem’s
GelreDome stadium in the
Netherlands June 6 with an-

other performance scheduled
later in Italy.

The “Heartless” singer’s re-
cent touring history has been
closely watched. His 2016 Saint
Pablo Tour was cut short and
canceled amid erratic perfor-
mances and a subsequent hos-
pitalisation, and a scheduled
2025 concert in South Korea
was canceled amid widespread
controversy over his actions
and statements. A series of an-
tisemitic remarks beginning in
2022 also led to the termination
of his lucrative Yeezy partner-
ship with Adidas and the loss
of other business relationships.
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BUDGET SESSION K

House to get noisy with farmers’
‘distress’, Mahanadi water dispute

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 16: The
Assembly is likely to witness
noisy scenes in the Budget ses-
sion that will commence from
Tuesday, as the Opposition
BJD and Congress will raise a
host of issues, such as alleged
mismanagement of paddy pro-
curement and Mahanadi water
dispute, in the House.

Leader of Opposition Naveen
Patnaik, while addressing BJD
legislators Monday, alleged
that the current 'double-engine'
government remained "busy
with slogans and photo-oppor-
tunities, while our farmers
are spending nights under the
open sky at mandis, guarding
their produce".

"If the farmers' voice is not
heard in the state-run mandis,
it must roar in the Assembly,"
he said.

The BJD, at its legislature
party meeting, decided to raise
issues, like alleged mismanage-
ment of paddy procurement,
Mahanadi water dispute with
Chhattisgarh, "deteriorating"
law and order and the govern-
ment's "inability" to utilise Bud-
get allocations, in the session.
Patnaik informed BJD lawmak-
ers that the reports received

Louis Braille School
excels at Wipro

Earthian awards

POST NEWS NETWORK

from district units were clear
that the anger of farmers was
at a "boiling point".

The former chief minister
came down heavily on the BJP
government, claiming that the
"Budget expenditure till Decem-
ber was roughly 47 per cent".

"This government has
failed on all fronts, except
false publicity. We should
fight aggressively in the Bud-
get session of the Assembly
to safeguard the interests of
our farmers, women, students
and Odia Asmita," Patnaik
said in the meeting.

Congress Legislature Party
leader Rama Chandra Kadam
said the party will raise "farm-
ers' plights, Mahanadi and Po-
lavaram issues and highlight
atrocities on scheduled castes,

T

scheduled tribes, OBCs and mi-
norities".

OPCC president Bhakta Cha-
ran Das said the Congress, as
a responsible opposition party,
is committed to presenting the
problems of the people and en-
suring the accountability of the
government.

The ruling BJP, at its legis-
lature party meeting under the
chairmanship of Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi, pre-
pared for a healthy discussion
in the House.

"We are ready to discuss all
the issues that will be raised
by the opposition party. We
will present all the aspects of
the 19-month BJP government
before the people," said Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
Mukesh Mahaling.

Ganjam dist achieves 88 pc
paddy procurement target

PNN & AGENCIES

"Bhubaneswar, Feb 16: Stu-

dents from Odisha have added
a fresh feather to the state’s cap
with an impressive performance
in environmental sustainability
and water conservation.

At the prestigious Wipro
Earthian national competition,
held at Azim Premji Universi-
ty, Bangalore, Louis Braille
School for the Blind secured a
place among the top 20 winning
schools, bringing pride to the
state. Four talented students
from the institution represent-
ed the award-winning team.

At the recently concluded
annual awards ceremony, Lou-
is Braille School was honoured
for presenting an exceptional
project focused on sustainabil-
ity and water conservation.
The initiative stood out for its
practical impact and thoughtful
execution, and was successful-
ly implemented with technical
support and guidance from
Vision Empower. Out of near-
ly 2,200 participating schools
from across the country, Louis
Braille School created history
by emerging as the only institu-
tion for the visually impaired to
receive this prestigious recogni-
tion, marking a significant mile-
stone in inclusive excellence.

CLASSIFIED

By virtue of an affidavit
sworn before the
Executive Magistrate,
Mahakalapada, I,
Swarnalata Behera,
aged about 56 years,
W/o.- Rabindra Behera,
Vill.-Gadaromita,

P.O.- Gatanali, PS.-
Marshaghai, Dist.-
Kendrapada declare
that I have lost my
original land RSD

No. 1756 executed on
Dated- 23.06.1997 at
Mouza- Gadaromita,
SRO, Marshaghai while
I was going from home
to Tahashil Marshaghai
on 02.01.2026. The
affidavit will produce
before concerned
authorities for
necessary information
& favourable action.

Bhubaneswar/Berhampur,
Feb16: Ganjam district has
achieved nearly 88 per cent of
its paddy procurement target
for the current season, officials
informed Monday.

Against a total target of
54,46,201 quintals, the district
has so far procured 47,98,588
quintals of paddy. Besides,
more than 1,055 crore has been
transferred directly into the
bank accounts of 1,21,816 farm-
ers through the Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) system.

Officials said the procurement
process has moved at a faster
pace this year compared to pre-
vious seasons. The timely credit
of payments has brought relief
and satisfaction among farmers,
while the large-scale inflow of
funds has strengthened the ru-
ral economy across the district.

The achievement comes amid
systematic planning, continu-
ous monitoring, and coordinat-
ed efforts by district, sub-divi-
sional and block-level adminis-
trations. Under the supervision
of Collector V Keerthi Vasan,
officials have conducted regu-
lar field visits to mandis and
addressed procurement-related
grievances on priority. Issues

% N I‘,i_f
highlighted in the media were
also promptly resolved to en-
sure smooth operations.

The district administration
maintained close coordination
with PACS and allied agencies
to streamline mandi man-
agement and simplify farmer
registration procedures. The
Collector expressed confidence
that the remaining target would
be achieved shortly and reiter-
ated the administration’s com-
mitment to ensuring that every
eligible farmer benefits from
the procurement drive.

Block-wise data indicated
that Digapahandi has recorded
the highest procurement at 95.06
per cent of its target, followed
closely by Patrapur at 94.93 per
cent. Dharakote (92.81%), Bu-
guda (92.00%), and Sheragada
(91.99%) also reported strong
performances. Several other
blocks, including Kukudakhan-
di, Bellaguntha, Surada, Chiki-
ti and Sanakhemundi, have
crossed the 90 per cent mark.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb. 16: The
Kalinga Institute of Industrial
Technology (KIIT) Deemed to
be University celebrated its
22nd Foundation Day with a
special commemorative lec-
ture and the presentation of
the KIIT Lifetime Achievement
Award to four distinguished
global leaders.

The awardees this year were
John Oppenheimer, Founder
and Chairman of Columbia
Hospitality (USA); Kirinde
Assaji Nayaka Thero, Chief
Incumbent of Gangaramaya
Temple, Colombo; KN Shanth
Kumar, Director of The Print-
ers (Mysore) Pvt Ltd and Di-
rector on the Board of Press
Trust of India; and Gyetrul
Jigme Rinpoche, Master of Ti-
betan Buddhism and Spiritual
Director of Ripa International
Center, Switzerland.

In his address, John Oppen-
heimer expressed deep admira-

Woman brown sugar
supplier held in City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 16: Police
arrested a woman drug sup-
plier near Nature Park under
Bharatpur police jurisdiction
in connection with a brown
sugar peddling case and recov-
ered cash amounting to 37,100
from her possession.

The woman has been iden-
tified as Sumitra Nayak alias
Rami (41), aresident of the City.

According to police, acting
on reliable information, a spe-
cial team of Bharatpur police
conducted a raid on the night
of February 13/14 at a secluded
spot behind Nature Park in GA
Colony under Bharatpur police
limits. During the raid, two
accused Kartik Das and Lax-
mi Das were apprehended for
allegedly selling brown sugar.

The police seized 12.92
grams of brown sugar, some
cash, and a
motorcycle
from their
possession.

During
interroga-
tion,
two accused
reportedly
confessed
that they
had
regularly
procuring brown sugar from a
woman named Sumitra Nayak
of the Bharatpur area.

Based on further intelligence
inputs, police conducted raid
and apprehended Sumitra.

During questioning, she ad-
mitted to supplying brown sug-
ar to Kartik and Laxmi.

After completing all the
legal formalities Sumitra
was booked under relevant
sections of NDPC Act and
forwarded to the court along
with two arrested accused.

ECoR announces Holi
special trains this season

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 16: To
ensure smooth and hassle-free
travel during the upcoming
Holi and Dol Yatra festivities,
the East Coast Railway (ECoR)
has announced multiple Holi
Special trains to manage the
expected surge in passenger
traffic and strengthen connec-
tivity across key routes.
Every year, the festive sea-
son sees a sharp rise in travel
as people return home to cele-
brate with family. Keeping this
in view, the railway zone has
planned special services link-
ing Bhubaneswar, Visakhapa-
tnam and Sambalpur with ma-
jor destinations including Yes-
vantpur, Sir M. Visvesvaraya
Terminal Bengaluru, Tirupati,
Charlapalli, Shalimar, Dhan-
bad, Erode, Puri, Patna, Seal-

dah and Malatipatpur.

As per the schedule, the
Bhubaneswar-Yesvantpur
and Yesvantpur-Bhubaneswar
Specials will operate week-
ly between February 28 and
March 30. Bhubaneswar—
Dhanbad and Dhanbad-Bhu-
baneswar Specials will run
daily from early March to
the end of the month. Simi-
larly, Sambalpur-Erode and
Erode-Sambalpur Specials
will operate on designated
days in March. Several spe-
cial services have also been
arranged between Visakhapa-
tnam and Shalimar, Tirupati,
Charlapalli and SMVB Benga-
luru on different days of the
week throughout March 2026.

In addition, some other spe-
cial trains will run between
Puri and Patna, Sealdah and
Malatipatpur, and Patna and

Puri on specified dates to cater
to passenger demand. These
services are expected to sig-
nificantly ease congestion on
regular trains and ensure con-
venient travel during the peak
Holi period.

Railway authorities indi-
cated that more Holi Special
Trains may be introduced
depending on passenger de-
mand and operational feasi-
bility. Passengers are advised
to check detailed schedules,
halts and booking availabil-
ity through authorised rail-
way enquiry systems and the
IRCTC platform for the latest
updates.

Passengers are advised to
check detailed schedules, halts
and seat availability through
authorized railway enquiry
systems and the IRCTC plat-
forms for the latest updates.

(=]
it

tion for the institution. Calling
the campus “beyond imagina-
tion,” he said his visit left him
profoundly moved. Encour-
aging students, he remarked,
“Don’t underestimate the con-
tributions you are making to
society. You have the oppor-
tunity to serve your commu-
nities, your country and the
world in a significant way.”
Kumar described KIIT as
“more than a story of institu-
tions; it is a story of vision.”
Drawing from over four de-
cades in journalism, he em-

s fgiaura gia Gog it 1,@{:
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by

phasised that while the media
landscape has evolved rapidly,
the core principles of truth,
credibility, verification and
ethical storytelling remain
unchanged. “Virtue belongs to
those who combine technology
with integrity,” he said, adding
that journalism in a democra-
cy must keep public debate in-
formed and free from manipu-
lation. He encouraged students
to practice responsible citizen
journalism and to “stay curi-
ous, value credibility and build
resilience.”

120 bhottles of illegal cough
S

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khurda, Feb 16: The mobile
unit of the Khurda Excise de-
partment seized 20.4 kg of ille-
gal cough syrup packed in 120
bottles at Palla village under
Khurda model police station
limits here Monday. Three
persons, including a woman,
were arrested in this connec-
tion, officials said.

The arrested persons were
identified as Monalisa Sahoo
(29), Trinath Sahoo (40), and
Bijay Sahoo — members of the
same family and residents of
the village. However, another
accused, Ranjit Kumar Sahoo,
remains absconding.

According to the Excise
team, officials received a
tip-off about the smuggling
of illegal cough syrup in the
district. Acting on the input,
the mobile unit conducted a
raid in the village and seized
120 bottles of codeine phos-
phate and triprolidine hydro-
chloride-based cough syrup
branded ESkuf.

During the raid, police

Utkal University organises
Employee Relations meet

Bhubaneswar: The department
of Personnel Management and
Industrial Relations (PM&IR) at
Utkal University recently hosted a
national conference on “Employee
Relations: Context, Content and
Emerging Paradigms” at the
MKCG Auditorium, marking a
notable academic milestone in
management education.
Vice-Chancellor Jagneswar
Dandapat graced the occasion

as chief patron. Fakir Mohan
University Vice-Chancellor
Santosh Kumar Tripathy

attended as chief guest. Director
(HR) of National Aluminium
Company Limited, Tapas Kumar
Pattanayak, joined as guest of
honour, while Ashutosh Muduli

of Pandit Deendayal Energy
University delivered the keynote
address. Following the inaugural
session, a panel discussion on
the newly reformed labour codes
drew strong engagement from
participants. The session was
chaired by B B Mohanty and
featured distinguished panelists
including, head (HR) at AMNS
India Debabratta Dash; former
Welfare and Cess Commissioner,
Government of India, Tapas Kumar
Panda; and All India Trade Union
Congress secretary Ramakrushna
Panda. The discussion saw
spirited debate and diverse
perspectives on India’s evolving
labour reform landscape.

XCISE MOBILE UNIT RAIDED

PALLA VILLAGE AND SEIZED
120 BOTTLES OF CODEINE
PHOSPHATE AND TRIPROLIDINE
HYDROCHLORIDE-BASED SYRUP
BRANDED ES KUF

HREE PERSONS WERE
ARRESTED DURING THE
OPERATION, OFFICIALS SAID

MOTORCYCLE AND %1,000 IN
CASH WERE ALSO RECOVERED
FROM THE ACCUSED

arrested three persons and
seized a motorcycle along
with 1,000 in cash from their
possession.

“The raid was part of the
Excise department’s special
drive. The accused belong
to the same family, and we
have launched a manhunt to
nab the absconding individ-
ual. The accused have been
forwarded to court. Further
investigation is underway to
ascertain the involvement of
others in the illegal cough syr-
up trade,” said Khurda Excise
SP Sumati Tripathy.
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T honours global leaders on 22nd foundation day

Rinpoche reflected on hu-
mility and compassion as the
essence of true success. “Ma-
ny reach success, but very few
remain humble. To me, that is
true success,” he said. Speak-
ing on practical compassion,
he emphasized that it does not
require complex philosophi-
cal or academic learning, but
simply the ability to feel for
others. Recalling his grand-
mother’s words, he added, “By
giving, you never become poor.
Those who do not give remain
perpetually poor. Poverty is in
the mind.”

KIIT and KISS founder
Achyuta Samanta reflected
on KIIT’s journey, which be-
gan with quiet determination
and a bold dream. He credited
the institution’s achievements
to the collective efforts of its
staff and students across
KIIT, KISS and KIMS, stating,
“Whatever we have achieved
belongs to them. This is their
success.”

Padma Shri Prafulla
Kar’s statue unveiled

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: Feb 16: The stat-
ue of eminent musician Prafulla
Kar was unveiled on his birth an-
niversary Monday at Rabindra
Mandap under the auspices of
the Odia Language, Literature
and Culture department.
Minister for Odia Language,
Literature and Culture, Sury-
abanshi Suraj, unveiled the
statue and paid floral tributes
to the legendary music maestro.
Addressing the gathering,
the minister said, “The music
of legendary composer Pra-
fulla Kar remains eternally
cherished among listeners
across Odisha. Through his
exceptional music direction, he
carved a distinct place for him-
self and significantly enriched
the Odia music industry. The
timeless talent and melodious
life journey of Padma Shri Pra-

o
- 3

fulla Kar serve as an inspira-
tion to the younger generation.
His musical compositions will
undoubtedly continue to moti-
vate young musicians.”

The event was attended by
Bijay Ketan Upadhyaya, Secre-
tary of the department of Odia
Language, Literature and Cul-
ture; Deb Prasad Dash, Special
Secretary; Deputy Director
Debayani Bhuyan; and mem-
bers of Prafulla Kar’s family,
among others.
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Teacher S assault on students Police arrest 4 i in ‘fake Maoist surrender plot
In SSD hostel triggers outrage

POST NEWS NETWORK

Patnagarh, Feb 16: Seven
students of Baneimunda Gov-
ernment Ashram High School
under Patnagarh block in Bo-
langir district allegedly fled
their hostel Saturday night after
being assaulted and threatened
by a teacher, with one student
sustaining serious injuries in
the incident. The incident has
led to widespread outrage in the
district.

As per the allegations, the
students ran away fearing fur-
ther physical assault after the
teacher reportedly beat them
with a bamboo stick. One of the
students suffered severe swell-
ing in his leg and is said to be
unable to walk.

The incident came to light af-
ter a guardian spotted the boys
and brought them back to the
hostel. Family members have
since leveled serious allegations
against the teacher, claiming
that he beat the students mer-
cilessly.

The students were reported-
ly playing outside the hostel
premises Friday after school
hours. The teacher allegedly
summoned the seven students,
verbally abused them for play-
ing outside and assaulted them
with a bamboo stick. He also al-
legedly warned them that they
would be beaten again in the
classroom Saturday.

Fearing further assault, the
students reportedly jumped
over the boundary wall of the
hostel Friday night and fled.
They spent the night on the ve-
randa of a shop in Barapadar
village and boarded a private
bus the following morning to

“ Bolangir bus stand. While head-
ing towards the railway station,
they were spotted by the guard-
ian of one of the students, who
questioned them and learned
about the alleged abuse. The stu-
dents were later brought back to
the hostel by an auto-rickshaw.

7students fled hostel after
assault by teacher; one

of the students, said to have

a swollen leg following the
corporal punishment, is unable
to walk

he case has triggered

widespread outrage
and drawn the attention of
both district officials and
tribal welfare organisations,
setting the stage for possible
administrative action and
grassroots mobilisation

After returning, the students
were said to be traumatised
and remained indoors. Subse-
quently, one of them developed
severe swelling in his leg and
was unable to walk. His mother
reached the hostel Sunday and
took him to Bolangir for treat-
ment. The student is currently
undergoing treatment at home
on medical advice. She told lo-
cal media that hostel authori-
ties would be held accountable
if her son’s condition worsens,
urging the district administra-
tion to intervene.

The ashram school, run by
the Scheduled Tribe and Sched-
uled Caste Development (SSD)
department, provides educa-
tion from Class I to X. Guard-
ians have alleged that despite
several irregularities in the
hostel, instead of addressing
the issues, teachers have been
subjecting students to harass-
ment and physical abuse.

The injured student’s uncle,

Migratory birds start return

journey from Bhitarkanika

~ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kendrapara, Feb 16: Mi-
gratory birds of the trans-Hi-
malayan region have started
their homeward journey from
Bhitarkanika National Park in
Kendrapara district after a four-
month-long winter sojourn, a
forest official said Monday.

More than 1.52 lakh feathered
guests of 106 species had flocked
to the Bhitarkanika wetland
sites this year to avoid the harsh
winter, Rajnagar Mangrove
(wildlife) Forest Division ACF
Manas Das said.

Every year, birds fly thou-
sands of miles to Bhitarkanika
to escape the severe cold condi-
tions in northern Asia and some
central European countries.

The first batch of migratory
birds usually comes to Bhitar-
kanika in the second week of
November, but their arrival
got delayed by a couple of weeks

this year due to the late onset of
winter, he said.

“Several batches of birds had
already flown from Bhitarkan-
ika, while others are prepar-
ing to leave. The birds, which
flew into the water bodies and
the serene environment of the
mangrove forest of the nation-
al park from places as far off as
the Himalayan region and cen-
tral Europe, have been leaving
the Bhitarkanika almost every
day,” the forest officer said.

The avian species found a
calm environment in the park
due to improvements made to
their habitats, he said.

“In Satabhaya wetland ar-
eas, a large number of winged
species gathered this winter
as the forest officials guarded
the birds from poachers. We
are very much hopeful that
more will arrive before the
advent of next winter,” the
forest officer said.

Elcderly man killed in elephant attack

Babulal Dharua, has demand-
ed stringent action against the
teacher responsible for the al-
leged assault.

When contacted, Headmis-
tress Gyana Manjari Shika,
who is in charge of the hostel,
acknowledged the incident. She
said corporal punishment was
unacceptable and assured that
action would be taken against
the concerned teacher.

There is a growing demand
among locals for senior depart-
mental officials to intervene
and take appropriate measures
in the matter.

District Welfare Officer Prat-
ap Chandra Mohanty confirmed
that a team will be formed to
conduct a detailed probe. He
assured that disciplinary ac-
tion would be taken against
the teacher found responsible.

Meanwhile, credible sourc-
es suggest that hostel author-
ities attempted to suppress the
incident by intimidating the
affected students into silence.
The District Tribal Welfare As-
sociation, led by joint secretary
Giriraj Bhoi, visited the hostel
and warned that if no action is
taken, they would stage a pro-
test at the hostel gate.

During the inspection, as-
sociation members interacted
directly with the students, who
confirmed the allegations of in-
humane treatment. The associ-
ation has demanded exemplary
punishment for the teacher,
cautioning that failure to act
would lead to a wider agitation.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, Feb 16: Police in
Rayagada have arrested four
individuals, including a web
journalist, for allegedly orches-
trating a ploy involving fake
Maoist posters and a fabricated
Maoist surrender plan aimed at
misappropriating government
funds and other benefits.
Superintendent of Police
Swathy S Kumar told report-
ers Monday that journalist
Anubrata Bara, also known
as Ranju, was the mastermind
behind the operation. He was
arrested Sunday along with

Medical store
sealed over
illegal abortion

POST NEWS NETWORK

Birmaharajpur, Feb 16: The
district administration Mon-
day sealed a medical store in
Birmaharajpur town of Subar-
napur district following alle-
gations of illegal abortion and
exploitation of patients.

The store, identified as Sand-
hya Medical Store located on
Kendupali Road, was allegedly
running an unauthorised clinic
on its premises. Officials said
complaints had been received
that illegal abortions were be-
ing conducted at the facility.

Earlier, a team from the
health department conducted a
raid and seized pregnancy test
kits, abortion drugs and other
medicines that were allegedly
stored illegally.

The shop was sealed in the
presence of District Collector
Nriparaj Sahu, Chief District
Medical Officer (CDMO) Dr
Ushadevi Das, Additional
District Magistrate Rajen-
dra Majhi, Birmaharajpur
Sub-Collector Surendra Meher,
Birmaharajpur Medical Super-
intendent Dr Subas Chandra
Panda, along with police and
a magistrate.

- ook

associate Bali Majhi. Further
investigation led to the arrest of
two more suspects, Simanchal
Kutruka and Apana Mandangi,
also known as Mandika.
According to police, Maoist
posters were discovered last
Friday in several locations, in-
cluding Dhumaguda under She-

Kids return to Anganwadi centre,

have food cooked by Dalit helper

PNN & AGENCIES

Kendrapara/Rajnagar, Feb
16: A three-month-long caste
row at an Anganwadi centre in
a village of Kendrapara district
ended Monday as upper caste
children returned to the facility
and consumed food cooked by a
Dalit woman helper.

Of the 20 children on the roll,
16 came to the Anganwadi cen-
tre in Nuagaon village under
Ghalimala gram panchayat
with their parents and accepted
the food cooked by the helper,
with the absentees reporting ill.

The Anganwadi centre had
remained shut since November
21 last year, following the ap-
pointment of Sharmistha Sethy,
a Dalit woman, as a helper, with
several upper caste families re-
fusing to send their wards to
the facility or even accept nu-
tritious food items supplied by
the government for pregnant
women and lactating mothers.

The caste row triggered na-
tionwide outrage, and the matter
was even raised in Parliament,
with Congress president and
Leader of the Opposition in Ra-
jya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge,

sakhali police station, Paikpada
under Chandili police station,
and near Kumbaraguda under
Kalyansinghpur police sta-
tion. The posters were seized,
and inquiries revealed Bara’s
involvement.

Investigators said Bara had
been holding meetings in ho-
tels across Rayagada to plan
a staged surrender of sup-
posed hardcore Maoists from
neighbouring Chhattisgarh.
The blueprint was intended to
secure government rehabilita-
tion funds. However, individu-
als initially recruited to pose
as Maoists later backed out,

voicing concern over caste dis-
crimination in the workplace.

On Monday, Kendrapara
Child Development Project Of-
ficer (CDPO) Dipali Mishra and
Rajnagar MLA Dhruba Charan
Sahoo were present at the An-
ganwadi centre to welcome the
children.

“I served ragi ladoos to the
children. Later, I cooked rice
and ‘dalma’ (vegetable cur-
ry) and served the children.
Seeing them eat the meals
made me overjoyed. They also
played with toys, bringing back
life to the centre, which was
left deserted for around three
months,” Sethy said.

“I hope caste discrimination
will not Iurk its ugly head in the
village anymore,” she added.

CDPO Mishra said the chil-
dren, flanked by their guard-
ians, had joyous moments at

police added.

One of the arrested suspects
had earlier placed fake Maoist
banners in Muniguda’s Telen-
gapadar area January 20. Police
believe the group sought to ex-
ploit lingering fears of Maoist
activity in the district, despite
the insurgency having largely
subsided.

Authorities said the ar-
rests have reassured local
residents, who had grown
concerned about a possible
resurgence of Maoist influ-
ence. The accused have been
remanded to court custody as
investigations continue.

the centre.

“The centre functioned sans
the children for almost three
months due to some villagers’
disagreement over the appoint-
ment of Sharmistha Sethy as
the helper. Now, the vibrancy
is back,” Mishra said.

On the absentees, the CDPO
said they could not join as they
are not well.

“We hope the absentee chil-
dren will come to the centre
Tuesday as the dispute has
been resolved. People have de-
cided to relegate the differenc-
es to the background. This is
heartening,” she added.

Rajnagar MLA Dhurba Cha-
ran Sahoo said, “The issue is
now a thing of the past. I hope
the camaraderie among the vil-
lagers will remain intact.”

State Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights (SCPCR)
member Sujata Nayak hailed
the children’s return to the cen-
tre and said the commission will
launch an awareness drive aimed
at safeguarding the rights of the
children. Kendrapara Sub-Collec-
tor Arun Nayak had earlier said
the matter was resolved in the
presence of stakeholders.
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5 leprosy patients undergo reconstructwe surgeries

POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput, Feb 16: Five leprosy
patients with claw hand defor-
mities successfully underwent re-
constructive surgeries at Saheed
Laxman Nayak Medical College
and Hospital in Koraput district,
officials said.

The surgeries were performed
to mark the Leprosy Eradication
Fortnight. As part of the govern-
ment initiative, multibacillary
leprosy patients with hand de-
formities were operated on in
the orthopaedics department’s

operation theater at ly: transportation  ex-

1% Floor, Alok Bharti Tower, Sahid
Magar - 751007, Fh: 0674-2545487

the medical college.
Reconstructive sur-
geon and additional
director (Leprosy) Dr
LK Karmi supervised
and performed the sur-
geries. He was assist-
ed by Dr Muktikanta
Khatua and district leprosy con-
sultant Dr Rakesh Chandra Kalet.
Dr Karmi said each patient who
underwent surgery will receive
%12,000 in financial assistance
in accordance with government
norms, along with ¥1,500 toward

&) - penses for treatment,
provided by the state
u‘ Health department.

He added that ef-
forts have been inten-
sified to make Koraput
district completely
leprosy-free.

Medical College Superinten-
dent Dr Sushant Kumar Sahu,
staff of the orthopaedics depart-
ment and physiotherapy manager
A Anil Kumar of the Leprosy So-
ciety also assisted in the surgical
procedures.

TENDER NOTICE

BESRO/ESTB./BHADRAK BO/INTERIOR

Ref. HNo.

Tender
REFURBISHMENT/CIVIL & ELECTRICAL WORK

hid on 10.03.2026 (tentative).

E-tenders are invited in 2 hid system from the interested parties/firms
through online mode only for appointment of Contractor for interior
refurbishing works of our Bhadrak Office located at Biswal Complex,
Samaraipur, Post: Prachi Nagar, Bhadrak-796181.The details/documents
are available on our website: www. newindia.co. in {public notice section}
& wwvw.tendenwizard.com/ NIAEPROC .

Amendments / Corrigendum / cancellation / retender etc. if any shall be
published only in the above website. The pre bid meeting on site would
be on 23.02.2026 at 03:00 PM & the last date for submission of e-tender
is 09.03.2026 till 05:00 PM followed by cpening of technical bid & price

Sd/- Chief Regional Manager

Jharsuguda SP completes

' 'l Half Marath 0 '
Qrnginal Sale deed bearin
Hirakud Int’l Half Marathon | |cer s~ e
no-30/347, Plot  No-61/1401
Gundala Reddy Raghavendra set of dist-Khordha, SRO!
an inspiring example Sunday by Tahasil-Bhubaneswar, Mouza-

toric Hirakud dam.

completing the 21-km run in the
MCL Hirakud International Half
Marathon 2026, held atop the his-

Raghavendra crossed the fin-
ish line to receive a medal from
Union Minister Dharmendra

CIN No.- L660DOMH 1919GOI000526

Bhubaneswar RO

NOTICE

It is hereby brought to the
notice of the public that, the

Subudhipur, Area Ac 0.0920
Dec. in which Mr.Satyabrata
Mishra is the purchaser, has
mortgaged the same to State
Bank of India, Jajpur Town
Branch for availing the Housing
Loan. The Original documents
which were deposited at SBI

works as mentioned below.
. Mo, of wark
. Mature of work
. Class of contractor

vernmen

OFFIGE OF THE GHIEF GONSTRUGTION ENGINEER
CUTTACK [R&B) GIRGLE, CUTTAGH

E-mail ID - sectcrk_2006@yahoo.co.in
TelfFax - 0671-2301751/2302751
{‘e’-PROCUREMENT NOTICE)
Bid ldentification No.CCE.Ctc.{R&B) 17/2025-26
1. The Chief Construction Engineer, Cuttack (R&B} Circle, Cuttack on behalf
of Governor of Odisha invites on Percentage rate basis bid in double cover
system in ONLINE MODE from eitgible contractors for Road and Building

- 11 Mos.

. Road and Building works
- 'B', ‘A' & Special Class

f Qdish

Mo 3400632526

Rourkela/Bondamunda: A 60-year-old man was killed in an elephant attack in Ma-
hipani village under Bisra block of Sundargarh district, police said Monday. The de-
ceased was identified as Kaushal Mahato. Police from Jaraikela recovered the body
and sent it for post-mortem examination. According to officials, Mahato had gone
to a nearby forest Sunday morning to collect dry leaves but did not return home by
evening. On Monday, family members and villagers launched a search and found
his body lying in the Mahipani forest. Injury marks were found on different parts

of his body. Elephant footprints were also spotted near the scene, leading officials
to suspect that he was killed in an elephant attack. Personnel from the Bisra forest

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharsuguda, Feb 16: Jharsu-

Pradhan. He had earlier qual-
ified and won a medal in the
21km event at the Rourkela Half
Marathon.

His participation has been
widely praised as a demonstra-
tion of endurance and commit-

somewhere and couldn't

This notice

Jajpur Town branch for creation
of mortgage were misplaced

traced out after several efforts.

is published for

general information of the public.
5d.{- Chief Manager

. Tender paper cost

. Avaitable of bid document in the
website 05.03.2026

. Date of opening of bid . D1.06.03.2026 at 11.00 Hours

. The Bitdders have ta participate in ONUINE bidding enly. Further details
can be seen from the wabsite hitps:/ftendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum
! carrigendum / cancellation of tender can alsa be s2en in the said weahsite.

$d.{- T.Behara
Chiaf Engineer (Civil)

o R, 1000 [online)
: From 20.02.2026 to 17:30 Hours of

=R RN K]

be

L

range and Jaraikela police station visited the spot and launched an investigation.

Youthrolls 4 km to temple in prayer for girlfriend

POST NEWS NETWORK

Muniguda, Feb 16: A
26-year-old youth rolled
for nearly 4 kilometres
in a ritual prostration
to a temple in Rayagada
district, praying to win
his girlfriend’s love—an
act that has drawn wide-
spread attention in the
area.

The youth, identified
as Lokanath Dangari of
Dangabadi village under
Ichhapur panchayat in
Muniguda block, under-
took the unusual vow
Monday. He rolled from
his village to the Ka-
pileswar Mahadev temple
in Amlabhata near Am-
badala under this block.

He covered the distance
as part of penance under-

-

o .
P
- i
[~ =59
taken to complete the vow
to win over her love.

guda Superintendent of Police  ment beyond policing duties.

5Bl Jajpur Town OIPR-34001/34012/1/25-26/0018

Cuttack [R&B) Circle

i 31t &y
Bankof Barods :

Regional Office (Sambalpur Region)
1st Floor, At: Christian Para, G.M.
College Chowk, Dist.: Sambalpur,

Odisha, PIN - 768001

POSSESSION NOTICE

(For Immovable Property)

Dangari, an educated
youth who works as an
operator at a company in
Chennali, is said to be in
love with a young wom-
an. To see his relationship
culminate successfully, he
resolved to perform the
ritual, according to local
sources.

He began the prostra-

(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest {(Enforcement) Rules, 2002)

Whereas, the undersigned heing the Authorised Officer of the BANK OF BARQDA under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest {Second) Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read
with Rule 3 of the Sacurity Interest {Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice calling upon the Borrower/Co-Borrower 1o repay
the amount menticned in the notice together with further interest thareon at the contractual rate plus all costs, charges and expenses till
date of payment within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The Barrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is
hersby given to the Borrower/Co-Borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken POSSESSION of the property
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on hirm/ her under sub section {4) of Section 13 of the said Act read with Rule 8
of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 on the date menticned below. The Borrower/Co-Borrower in particular and the public in
general are hershy cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the BANK
OF BARODA, Kantiapashi Branch for an amount stated herein below plus further interest thereon at the contragtual rate plus all costs,
charges and expenses till date of payment, The Borrower’s attention is invited to provision of sub-section {8) of section 13 of the
Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

tion at about 3am, placing
a cloth on the road and

rolling forward along the

route. It took him nearly
eight hours to complete
the journey and offer
prayers at the temple.

Angul having i) Khata No.: 69/60, Plot No.: 168,

His parents and rela-
tives were seen assisting
him during the ritual by

Area: Ac.0.19dec.,

Kissam: Gharabari, ii} Plot No.:

KANTIAPASHI BRANGH / Name & L Demand/ Outstanding
Address of Borrower/Guarantor Description of the Immovable Property 53,‘.’;‘;532’{; Amount
Borrower: M/s. Jagannath Mudhi Kala,|Equitable mortgage of Residential Land and|11.11.2025 T17,91,807.57
Prop.: Mr. Ratha Matiary, At: Barakalapala. |Building situated at Mouza: Barakalapal, PO: / as on 09.02.2026 and
PS: Khamar, Tahasil: Pallahara, Dist.:|Kantiapasi, PS: Khamar, Tahasil: Pallahara, Dist..[ 11.02.2026 | with further interest
Angul, Qdisha, PIN-759100 therecn from 10.02.2026|

171, Area: Ac.0.04dec., Kissam: Gharabari,
Area: Ac.0.23dec., standing in the name of Mr. Ratha Matiary, S/o- Kunja Matiary, Bounded by North:
Nuhura Matiary, South; Road, East: Benudhar Matiary & Kuhuru Matiary, West: Nabina Matiary,
Nabakishore Matiary & Kuhuru Matiary.

Total

at the contractual rate
plus cost, charges and
expenses till date of

payment

spreading cloth on the
road as he rolled forward.

Place: Sambalpur,

Date: 16.02.2026

Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda




- Orissa

TUESDAY | FEBRUARY 17, 2026 | BHUBANESWAR

What is God after all? An eternal
child playing an eternal game in
an eternal garden.

SRI AUROBINDO

Raw Deal

brated by the government at the Centre as a significant milestone

India’s recent trade agreement with the United States is being cele-

in its economic diplomacy. Beyond the headlines, a closer scrutiny
makes the deal appear rather dicey right from the very outset. Four
days after US President Donald Trump announced the deal on social
media on 2 February, a joint statement was issued by both governments
on 6 February at 5 AM Indian Standard Time. It is clearly known
that in diplomacy, timing is messaging. This particular statement
was pushed out at a time when Indians were asleep, making it look
obvious New Delhi was a party that simply signed on but had no role
in shaping the deal. Perhaps this explains why India agreed to reduce
its tariffs on American industrial and agricultural goods to ZERO per
cent while Indian exporters still face 18 per cent US tariffs. The pub-
licity claiming US tariffs came down from 50% to 18% is completely
misguiding. 25% tariff was slapped on India for purchasing oil from
Russia. That was removed once the assurance was given by India
that no more petroleum would be purchased from Russia. Any claim
of ‘strategic autonomy’ is therefore meaningless.

oower Post

PROTECT FEDERALISM

Ajit Ranade

ndia’s fiscal federalism
runs on a deceptively
simple bargain: the Union
collects most broad-based
taxes, while the States carry the
frontline responsibility for es-
sential public services—schools,
hospitals, policing, local roads,
water supply, and much else. The
tax revenues and spending duties
donot match. Indeed, States have
two-third expenditure obliga-
tions, but have control over only
one-third of revenues. Hence the
Constitution created aneutral ref-
eree—the Finance Commission
(FC)—to periodically recom-
mend how the “divisible pool” of
Central taxes should be shared
between the Union and States
(vertical devolution) and among
States (horizontal devolution).
The Commission is reconsti-
tuted every five years, so that
the division formula can adapt
to changing realities rather than

o

The most striking innovation of FC-16
is on the horizontal side: it introduces
‘contribution to national GDP’ as a
criterion with 10% weight

nearly double from 55 trillion
to %90 trillion during FC-16 peri-
od, States will have considerably
more resources. But if Union con-
tinues to expand non-shareable
levies, the “41%” can feel smaller
in effect than in headline.

The most striking innovation
of FC-16 is on the horizontal side:

different levels of government
can discharge responsibilities
assigned in the Constitution.
The FC has always used a mix
of criteria—some anchored in
equity (income distance, pop-
ulation, area, forest) and some
trying to recognise efficiency.
So adding “contribution to

resentment in parts of the South
and West, where the argument
has been: “We contribute more,
yet our share keeps shrinking.”
Secondly, lagging States may face
weaker “gap-filling” comfort. If
they fear that future FCs will
steadily raise the “performance”
component, they may push hard-
er for other compensations—spe-
cial packages, centrally sponsored
schemes, or discretionary grants.
Thirdly, the conversation may
shift from ‘“need” to “merit.”
This is politically potent and
risky for cooperative federalism,
since poorer regions will believe
that the system doesn’t provide
safety nets anymore. Whether
the so-called North-South ten-
sion will ease will depend on
other political and demograph-
ic factors. As such the political
centre-of-gravity is in the North
and East, whereas the economic
weight is more in the South. This

In financial year 2024-25, bilateral trade between India and the US be frozen forever. The corejobof it introduces “contributiontona-  GDP” is not automatically un-  structural imbalance cannot be
was worth over $131 billion, with Indian exports at around $86.5 billion the Commission follows from Ar-  tional GDP” as a criterion with ~ constitutional. The deeper ques-  addressed by the FC-16 alone.
and imports about $45.3 billion. That left India with a trade surplus ticle 280 and the implementation ~ 10% weight. It does this by re-  tion is normative: what should FC-16 is a “continuity with
of roughly $40-41 billion, up from $35.3 billion the previous year. At of recommendations from Arti-  ducing weights elsewhere—cut-  be the dominant objectiveoftax  a twist” award: stability on the
first glance, this surplus might seem comforting, but there’s a deeper REWARDING cle 281. In practice, FC awards  ting per capita income distance  devolution? Introducing GDP  vertical share, but a meaningful
imbalance in the trade structure. For, our exports are heavily focused ‘CONTRIBUTION’ become the financial “operating  and demographic performance  contribution can conflict with  signal on the horizontal formula.
on sectors like pharmaceuticals, telecom equipment, precious stones, system” of Indian federalism. by 2.5 percentage points each, the revenue-disability logic. It nudges India’s fiscal federal-
gold jewellery, and textiles. Even with growth, these industries work CAN HARDEN They affect the monthly cashthat ~ trimming area by 5 percentage  Besides Statesarenotonalevel  ism away from a pure “gap-fill-
on slim profit margins in highly competitive global markets. On the ADVANTAGES Statesreceive, theirbudgetspace  points, and removingthe (small)  playing field. A rich State often  ing” narrative towards a mixed
flip side, imports from the US are heavily tilted towards fuels, ma- ’ for welfare and capital spending,  tax effort weight used by FC-15.  has better infrastructure and  model that also acknowledges
chinery, electrical equipment, and aircraft parts. India doesn’t have UNLESS and even their ability to borrow. It is as if the Commission now  institutions that make it easi-  contribution and growth. To
strong domestic capabilities in these sectors. COMPENSATED With the Sixteenth Finance  seeksabalancebetweenitscen-  er to respond to “performance  some extent it prevents fiscal

In the interim trade framework agreed by both countries, India has Commission (FC-16) report now  tralrole of “gapfilling” of short-  incentives,” while a poorer bargaining between the Union
indicated its intent to import $500 billion worth of American goods in BY INVESTMENT accepted by the Union govern-  fall in resources, with a new  State may not be able to do so  and States from becoming a per-
five years. In other words, it would imply importing US$ 100 billion IN CAPACITY  mentand placed before Parlia-  reward for efficiency signal. A quickly even if it wants to. The ~ manent tug-of-war in the political
only American goods annually. Critics point out that achieving this ment, thenew formulawillshape  reward for States that contrib-  divergence may worsen. Some  arena.But itslegitimacy depends
target would mean India becoming the largest buyer of US goods, tak- AND HUMAN Centre-State fiscal relations for ~ ute more to the national output.  so-called backward States are  on fair and transparent rules
ing in imports far beyond what current economic conditions allow. CAPITALIN 2026-31. The key question is not Why is this a big deal? Be-  incentivised to keep their forest  and certainly not encouraging
Economists have cautioned that this could diminish India’s carefully just “who gets how much,” but  cause it shifts the moral lan-  cover, and slowing the pace of  stealth through non-shareable
nurtured trade surplus with America. LAGGING what incentives the system cre-  guage of transfers. For decades, = urbanisation, thereby causing levies. India needs both, a cred-

For Indian farmers and small manufacturers, the stakes are partic- STATES ates—especially in afederation = the dominant logic was: help  slower GDP growth. So,reward-  ible equalisation system so ev-

ularly high. Agriculture contributes about 17 per cent of India’s GDP
while employing over 40% of the labour force, supporting millions
of rural households. Yet, the deal’s push for greater imports risks
~overwhelming local markets with subsidized US agricultural prod-
ucts, which could hurt domestic prices and farmer incomes. Farmers’
organisations that took part in a nationwide protest on 12 February
continue to strongly criticise the trade agreement, warning of seri-
ous consequences for Indian agriculture. The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM), one of the country’s largest farmer unions, has termed the deal
a “total surrender” to US interests. A major concern is the proposed
import of farm products at zero or low tariffs, along with two animal
feeds from the US, distillers dried grains (DDGS) and red sorghum,
which farmers claim may contain genetically modified (GM) compo-
nents which could, over time, creep into human body. Farmers are
apprehensive that these imports could undercut Indian produce such
as apples, cotton and soybean, while also opening the door for GM
material to enter the domestic market through cattle feed. SKM has
questioned why such animal feeds are being imported at all, arguing
_that farmers have never demanded them. It has also flagged concerns
over the possible presence of non-vegetarian components in the feeds.
DDGS imported from the US is largely derived from GM corn and
GM soy. Also, with American apples and dry fruits expected to enter
India duty-free or at reduced tariffs, farmers in Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir are already bracing for a potential fall in
prices of domestic produce.
Lower to zero tariffs on industrial goods could hurt Indian MSMEs,
the backbone of the country’s job market, in sectors such as machin-
ery, auto components, electrical goods and chemicals. Once Indian

where prosperity and political
power are unevenly distributed.

FC-16 has retained the States’
share at 41% of the divisible pool,
like the previous FCs. There was
a demand from 22 States to in-
crease the States’ share to 50%.
Partly this was due to their griev-
ance concerning the trend of the
Union’s rising reliance on cesses
and surcharges, which typically
sit outside the divisible pool and
therefore are not shared. As per
the FC-16 report, since the total
size of the divisible pool will

Penicillin & American

hen we think about
| /-| / wartime innovation,
we usually imagine dra-

States provide comparable ba-
sic services, despite differenc-
es in income and capacity, and
offset structural disadvantages.
Economists call this “equalisa-
tion.” The new GDP-contribu-
tion criterion says, in effect:
performance and contribution
also matter. This is not really
contrary to the spirit of the
Constitution, but the change in
emphasis is path-breaking. Con-
stitutionally, the Commission is
to recommend a fair distribu-
tion of shareable taxes so that

of around 95%, far surpassing
the efficacy of earlier antiseptics
and sulfa drugs. Mortality from

ing “contribution” can harden
advantages, unless compensat-
ed by investment in capacity and
human capital in lagging States.

The FC-16 report emphasises
that equalisation remains the
“centre of gravity,” with per-cap-
ita income distance still dom-
inant. But incentives matter
because they influence political
narratives and administrative
choices. There are three possi-
ble behavioural effects. Firstly,
high-performing States will feel
less penalised. This may reduce

ery citizen can access minimum
quality public services regardless
of birthplace, and a governance
culture that rewards growth, re-
forms, and revenue effort with-
out locking poorer States into
permanent dependence. If that
balance fails, we will not just
argue about percentages—we
will argue about the very idea
of cooperative federalism.

The writer is a noted
economist.
©THE BILLION PRESS

wartime power

tation techniques — originally
developed for food processing
and industrial chemistry — 21

linking public investment, aca-
demic discovery, and industrial
execution. This division of labour

markets are flooded by cheaper yet better branded American goods, matic breakthroughs: Alan Tur-  comparable wound infectionsfell ~ American companies wereable  gavethe Allies a technological ad-

many MSMEs, especially those operating on thin margins, will find ing'scracking ofthe Nazi Enigma  to roughly 34%, and penicillin ~ to produce millions of penicillin ~ vantage that Nazi Germany, con-

it difficult to survive. code, the invention of radar, the  is estimated to have prevented  doses in time for D-Day. strained by institutional rigidity,
Coming to the textile sector, a vital source of employment for mil- Manhattan Project's develop-  tensofthousands of amputations Three features of Americanin-  could not replicate.

lions, Indian exporters face an 18 per cent tariff in the US market, while
competitors like Bangladesh and others enjoy a zero per cent tariff,
giving them an immediate price edge. Bangladesh’s preferential access
to the US market, a result of Dhaka’s successful negotiations with
Washington, threatens to shift orders away from Indian producers.
Even more concerning is the opacity clouding the trade agreement. A

e

 Paolo Surico

ment of the atomic bomb. But a
less visible biological innovation
—the mass production of penicil-
lin — was just as transformative.
Although Alexander Fleming
identified penicillin’s antibacteri-

that previously would have been
necessary to stop the spread of
gangrene. Mass production of
penicillin was as consequential
to the Allied war effort as any
breakthrough in cryptography or

novation system proved decisive.
First, penicillin manufacturing
could be scaled only because of
sustained investment in civilian
technologies developed long be-
fore the war, such as fermenta-

Penicillin, initially justified as
a defence investment, ultimately
had as great an impact on the
war as any weapon, and it trans-
formed civilian medicine and
global health. In this sense, Amer-

deal with such significant ramifications for job creation, rural incomes, al properties in 1928, itremained = nuclear physics. Despiteitsformi-  tion, and in microbiology andin-  ica’s most powerful wartime asset
and India’s industrial future deserves thorough parliamentary debate fragile, unstable, and almost dable scientific capacity, Germa-  dustrial engineering. Germany,  was not a particular technology
and independent economic impact assessments, which are missing. impossible to produce in mean-  nyfailed todoso. Researchefforts  despite its strength in synthetic ~ but the system that made such
In its eagerness to secure a headline-grabbing trade agreement with ingful quantities formorethana  began late, remained confinedto  chemistry, lacked the diversified = breakthroughs possible.
Washington after being punished with 50 per cent tariffs on India’s TRUE SECURITY decade. It was only during WWII  a handful of university labs,and  industrial ecosystem needed to That system did not emerge
exports to the US for about six months, the government seems to have DEPENDS AS that penicillin was turned intoa  stalled at the experimental stage, = manufacture antibioticsatscale. =~ by accident. It was the product
panicked and overlooked the country’s long-term economic interests treatment that could beproduced,  as Nazi scientists lacked access ~ Second, the US innovationenvi-  of deliberate policy decisions
and neglected safeguards for vulnerable sectors such as agriculture MUCH ON distributed, and widely used. to high-yield strains, advanced = ronment was shaped by a gov-  that aligned academic research,
and MSMEs. FOSTERING The stakes could not have fermentation methods, and the = ernment willing to take risks.  industrial capacity, and institu-
Given the prevailing economic conditions in the country - rising been higher. Estimates from  institutional coordination nec-  Through the Office of Scientific =~ tional development—-anexus that
cost of living, a falling rupee, widening inequality, massive unemploy- INNOVATION AS military records indicate that  essaryforlarge-scale production. = Research and Development, it ~ Donald Trump’s administration
ment, stagnant wages and rural distress — a trade deal negotiated from ON WEAPONRY during WWI, roughly 12-15% of The Allied experience was financed a wide range of explor-  isjeopardizing by axing funding

a position of strength, not concession, would have benefited Indians.
Sadly the nation has been failed once again.

WISDOM CORNER

soldiers wounded in battle died
from bacterial infections. For
some injuries —most notoriously
femur fractures —mortality rates
reached 80%, almost entirely due
to post-wound complications. By
the final years of WWII, once the

markedly different. From 1941
onward, the US mobilized its sci-
entific and industrial infrastruc-
ture through Vannevar Bush’s
Office of Scientific Research and
Development, funding parallel
research projects across univer-

atory efforts, fully expecting ma-
ny to fail. In doing so, it allowed
the most promising approaches
to emerge and scale. Germany’s
more centralized research sys-
tem, by contrast, emphasized
immediate military payoff and

for basic research and targeted
investment, especially for health
(NIH) and science (NSF). Today’s
policymakers need to recall the
lesson of penicillin’s wartime de-
velopment: true security depends
as much on fostering innovation

‘ ‘ Love many things, for therein lies the true strength, and Allies began mass-producingpen-  sities, public laboratories, and  discouraged open-ended experi-  ason weaponry.
whosoever loves much performs much, and can accomplish icillin, medical outcomes changed ~ private firms while absorbing  mentation. Third, the US built an The writer is Professor of
much. and what is don epin love is d one,well P dramatically. Military records  thefinancial and scientific risks. innovation system that, though Economics at London
’ ‘ show infection recovery rates By adapting deep-tank fermen-  dispersed, was highly integrated, Business School.©projeCT sYNDICATE

VINCENT VAN GOGH

“ Things are as they are. Looking out into it the universe at
night, we make no comparisons between right and wrong

stars, nor between well and badly arranged constellations. W Reckless drivers

Acceptance looks like a passive state, but in reality it brings | |
something entirely new into this world. That peace, a subtle e —
energy vibration, is consciousness. TO THE EDITOR

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

are most welcome to contribute letters
I 1863: A precursor of the Red Cross and Red Crescent is founded. The

(100 words), articles and ,
columns (between 600-1000 ((",’;,
requested to send their contact # gy

“Committee for Relief to the Wounded” was created by a group of citizens

in Geneva, Switzerland.

Sports nationalism

Sir, “Speed thrills, but kills” is one of the common
plaques seen on highways to discourage drivers from
over-speeding. Young, inexperienced and more, often
than not, immature and “licence less” boys and girls
run amok on roads. In India, the legal age for driving
light motor vehicles (LMV) vehicles with gear is 18
years. A spate of major accidents in cities is attribut-
ed to rash and negligent driving by underage drivers.
Addiction to reckless driving, unhindered access to
vehicles, poor parental guidance and supervision are
attributed to the surge in minors taking to wheels. Par-
ents and the police cannot play the blame game to suit
their own ends. Both need to pull up their socks and
take stock of the situation before it spirals out of con-
trol and leads to make Indian roads even more unsafe.

Sir, The comprehensive win by Team India against Pakistan at
Colombo, reinforces their dominance over the arch-rival in T20
world cups, extending their head-to-head record to 8-1. With a com-
bination of explosive batting and incisive bowling, the Indian team
proved too strong for Pakistan on a high-stakes stage, making a
statement of intent for the remainder of the tournament. India
has consistently outperformed Pakistan in recent years, with the
game’s experts calling the rivalry lopsided and suggesting that
past wins by Pakistan were rare exceptions. Meanwhile, India’s
authoritative win at Colombo reignites an important question: is
this cricket rivalry overhyped, propped up by slogans like “war
minus the shooting” — a phrase George Orwell coined in 1945 to
criticize excessive nationalism in sports? As for the continuation
of the “no handshake” policy by Indian players against their Pa-
kistan counterparts, it only reflects how political and emotional
tensions have begun to overshadow the true spirit of the game.

ALAN WATTS

ECKHART TOLLE

words). Contributors are

numbers and full postal -
address/email ID. They may also send in
their valuable comments, opinion and
suggestions, preferably by email, to:

edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Il 1864: During the American Civil War, the Confederate Hunley became the
first submarine to sink an enemy ship when it successfully attacked the

USS Housatonic in the waters off Charleston, South Carolina.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI
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Despite Cong flak, Alyar sticks
to claim of V||ayan s return

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb
16: Unfazed by Congress leader-
ship’s criticism, Mani Shankar
Aiyar reiterated his claim that
the Pinarayi Vijayan-led LDF
will retain power in Kerala,
drawing a sharp rebuke from
senior leader Ramesh Chen-
nithala, who dismissed Aiyar’s
remarks as “unwarranted”.

“As a Congressman, I want
the UDF to win. As a Gandhian,
I am obliged to tell the truth,
irrespective of what I wish. I
am not a voter in Kerala, but I
think he is going to get another
term,” Aiyar, a senior Congress
leader, told PTI Videos, refer-
ring to Chief Minister Vijayan.

Attacking Aiyar, Chennitha-
la said, “AICC has clarified that
he is no longer in the Congress.
He can say anything.”

His comments on the Kerala
government were unwarranted,
the Congress Working Commit-
tee member said.

Aiyar’s remarks come a day
after he drew sharp flak from
the Congress leadership for
predicting Vijayan’s return as
Chief Minister. Kerala is set to
go to the polls in the next couple
of months.

Although the former Union
Minister said his remarks were
blown out of proportion by the
media, Aiyar reiterated his
view that the LDF government
would return to power as it was
doing outstanding work.

“I made the speech after
hearing Mary Joseph, who is
the Principal Secretary of the
Planning Board. She listed
the achievements. I made the
speech after hearing VK Ra-
machandran (Planning Com-

b

MANI SHANKAR AIYAR | FORMER MINISTER OF
PANCHAYATI RAJ OF INDIA

mission Deputy Chairman),
who reinforced everything that
Mary Joseph said,” he said.

Referring to his interaction
with Local Self Government
Minister MB Rajesh, Aiyar
said he was told that Kerala
was the only state in the coun-
try to have eliminated extreme
poverty, achieved through the
Panchayati Raj system.

He also said Rajesh spoke
about plans to address climate
change, which poses a threat to
Kerala.

“The fact of the matter is that
they have been an outstanding
government and the people of
Kerala are so intelligent. I can-
not see them voting for anyone
but the LDF,” he said.

Aiyar said that except for the
last Assembly election, govern-

ments had changed in every
poll in the state.

“If they lose two elections in
a row, I won’t be surprised,”
he said. He also said that apart
from himself, the only Congress
leader he respects is Leader of
Opposition VD Satheesan.

“He (Satheesan) and I are
the only secular socialists in
the Congress party. I am not
speaking of the higher level but
at the ordinary level. We don’t
compromise on secularism and
socialism,” he said.

Asked about UDF leaders
claiming that the front would
return to power with over 100
seats in the Assembly, Aiyar
said he is not from Kerala and
not a voter in the state.

“Why are you asking me
about Ramesh Chennithala’s
estimation of himself? He has
twice lost elections. I don't
think he has the right," he said.

He also said it was not for
Chennithala to expel him from
the party.

“It is
Kharge to throw me out of the
party. The Congress President
has not sent me a letter of ex-
pulsion,” he said.

Kochi,
biggest electronic music fes-
tival, Kappa CULTR 2026, a
convergence of sound, style,
culture, and creativity, will
begin here February 20.

Bringing together 27 global

and homegrown artists from

Feb 16: Kerala’s

Kerala witnesses record of over
2.58cr tourist arrivals in 2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kozhikode (Kerala), Feb 16: Tourism
Minister PA Mohammed Riyas Monday
said that 2025 witnessed the highest
number of tourist arrivals in Kerala’s
history.

Speaking to reporters, he said that
2,58,80,365 tourists from outside the

state visited Kerala last year, the high-

for Mallikarjun

est since the state’s formation.

He said that compared to 2024, an ad-
ditional 28,95,002 tourists visited Kerala
in 2025. The number of domestic tourist
arrivals increased by 12.64 per cent, and
this was 36.03 per cent higher compared
to the pre-Covid period, he said.

Riyas said Idukki district topped the
state in domestic tourist arrivals, re-
cording 46,79,800 visitors, followed by
Ernakulam with 44,29,899, Thiruvanan-
thapuram with 43,75,846, and Thrissur
with 31,24,696.

Major contributing states include
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Telangana,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal,
he said. He said that earlier, tourist ar-
rivals in North Kerala, from Thrissur
to Kasaragod district, accounted for just
six per cent of the state’s total, but this
share has risen significantly in recent
years. The minister said that in 2025,
Kerala received 8,21,999 foreign tourists,
registering an 11.3 per cent increase
over the previous year.

He noted that ongoing war-like situa-
tions in various parts of the world have
affected international travel.

The highest number of foreign tour-
ists came from the United Kingdom, the
United States, Germany, France, Cana-
da, Australia, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia,
Oman and the Maldives.

]K LG orders reopemng of 14 tourist spots

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Feb 16: Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha Monday ordered
the reopening of 14 tourist spots
in the Union territory, including
Asia’s largest tulip garden in
Srinagar and the serene alpine
meadow of Yousmarg, which
were closed in the wake of the
Pahalgam terror attack last April.

The L&G administration shut
down nearly 50 tourist spots in
J&K after the terror attack at the
Baisaran meadow in Pahalgam
April 22 1ast year, which claimed
26 lives, mostly tourists.

“After a thorough security
review and discussions, I have
ordered the reopening of more
tourist spots in the Kashmir and
Jammu divisions, which were
temporarily closed as a precau-
tionary measure,” the L&G’s of-
fice said on X.

Eleven tourist spots in the
Kashmir Division “Yousmarg,
Doodhpathri, Dandipora Park
in Kokernag, Peer Ki Gali,
Dubjan and Padpawan in Sho-
pian, Astanpora, Thajwas Gla-
cier, Hung Park in Ganderbal,
Wullar and Watlab in Baram-
ulla, and the tulip garden in
Srinagar” are to be reopened

immediately, Sinha said.

Three tourist spots in the Jam-
mu Division “Devi Pindi in Rea-
si, Mahu Mangat in Ramban and
Mughal Maidan in Kishtwar” are
also to be reopened with immedi-
ate effect, the LG said.

“Three sites in the Kashmir
Division “Gurez, Athwatoo and
Bangus” and one site in the Jam-
mu Division “Ramkund in Ram-
ban” will be reopened once the
snow is cleared,” Sinha added.

With this, a total of 42 sites
have been reopened for tourist
activity in J&K.

The LG ordered the reopening
of 12 tourist spots September 26
last year. Before that, June 17, the
administration announced the re-
opening of 16 tourist destinations,
eight each in the Kashmir and
Jammu divisions.

Asia’s largest tulip garden, the
Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip
Garden in Srinagar, blooms each
spring against the backdrop of the
Zabarwan hills.

Overlooking the Dal Lake, it
showcases millions of tulips in
vibrant colours, attracting visi-
tors from across the world.

Yousmarg in Badgam district
is a serene alpine meadow ringed
by dense pine forests and rolling
hills, known for its quiet charm
and expansive grasslands ideal
for leisurely walks and picnics.

Nearby Doodhpathri, meaning
‘Valley of Milk’, enchants visitors
with lush green pastures, crys-
tal-clear streams and a pristine
landscape that comes alive during
the summer.

Speaking in the Assembly re-
cently, Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah raised concerns over the
closure of tourist spots in J&K,
especially at a time when the UT
is promoting tourism.

He also vowed to take up the
issue with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah.

The Pahalgam attack prompt-
ed an exodus of tourists from
the Valley. However, after an
improvement in the security sit-
uation, reopening of some sites,
inauguration of the Vande Bharat
train from Katra to Srinagar and
successful completion of the Am-
arnath Yatra, a section of tourists
has slowly started returning to
the Valley.

Khelo India Winter Games raise hopes of tourism revival in Gulmarg

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, Feb 16: The Khelo
India Winter Games, starting
from February 23 and to be held
at Kashmir’s Gulmarg, will wit-
ness participation from more
than 700 athletes and officials,
officials said.

“There has been good snowfall
this winter, which is a boost for
skiing and sledging activities.
Khelo India Winter Games is
being held here, and it will help
us earn our livelihood,” said Mo-
hammad Rafeeq Chechi, a ski
assistant.

The first leg of the Khelo India
Winter Games for ice events was
held in Ladakh’s Leh, from Jan-
uary 20 to 26 this year, while the
second leg of the games, for snow
events, will be held at Gulmarg
from February 23 to 26.

“Gulmarg Tayyar hai, Aapka
intezaar hai (Gulmarg is ready,
We are waiting for you),” Chechi
said in a video released by the
Department of Youth Services
and Sports.

Gulmarg will feature four
medal disciplines, namely Ski
Mountaineering, Alpine Skiing,
Nordic Skiing (Cross-Country),

and Snowboarding, with around
400 athletes expected to compete,
and Alpine Skiing drawing the
highest participation, they said.

Aijaz Ahmad Wani, a tourist
guide from the nearby Tang-
marg area, said a large section
of youngsters in and around
Gulmarg earn their living from
tourism-related activities.

“The more the tourists, the
better our income. The tourist
arrivals had dropped signifi-
cantly after

sukh Mandaviya announced the
dates for the Gulmarg leg of the
Khelo India Winter Games 2026
last week.

“The Gulmarg leg is coming at

the back of the Winter Olympics,
and this is the perfect time to host
the Khelo India Winter Games,”
Mandaviya had said.

The event will be the sixth
edition of the Khelo India Win-
ter Games, and all six have been
held in Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh.

After a successful first phase in
Leh, a similar excitement would
be witnessed in Jammu & Kash-
mir, he added.

around the world, the three-day
festival promises an immer-
sive, multi-sensory experience
that extends far beyond music
till February 22. Designed as
a cultural playground, Kappa

CULTR 2026 blends high-ener-
gy performances with interac-
tive art, experimental fashion,
gaming arenas, and a global
culinary showcase, it said.
The event will transform
blank spaces into living canvas-
es through collaborations with

KOCHI TO HOST KAPPA CULTR FROM FEB 20

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

House of Glow, Chuvar Picture,
and Pachhakuth, it said.
Culinary exploration takes
centre stage with renowned food
content creator Alex Jo Scaria
curating a vibrant food village
featuring over 30 stalls and a di-
verse spread of world cuisines.

doiel db Canara Bank A

T W T

[ T

Asset Recovery Management Branch
Bells House, 21, Camac Street, 5th Floor

Kalkata - 700 016

Ref. No. : ARMB/FORM B/SUNIL/2025

[Under Rule 7(1} of the Insolvency and Bankruptey (Application to Adjudicating Authority for
Insolvency Resolution Process of Personal Guarantors to Corporate Debtors) Rules, 2019]

To:

1. Sri Shyam Sundar Mal), S/o. Late Bajrang Lal Mall, Loudon Mancor, 3rd Floor, 82, Loudon Strget, Kolkata - 700 017.

FORM - B
[See Rule 7{1}]
DEMAND NOTICE

Also at : 4, Matilal Basak Lane, Kankurgachi, Kolkata - 700 054

2. 5ri Sunil Kumar Mall, S/o. Shyam Sundar Mall, Loudon Manor, 3rd Floor, 8/2, Loudon Street, Kelkata - 700 017.

Also at : 4, Motilal Basak Lane, Kankurgachi, Kolkata - 700 054,

3. S Mukesh Kumar Agarwal, Sio. Hariram Agarwal, AA-7, Civil Township, Rourkela, Dist. - Sundargarh, Orisza - 769004,

4. Sri Hanuman Prasad Agarwal, Sfo, Dulichand Agarwal, O-5 Civil Township, Rourkela,, Dist.- Sundargarh, Origsa, Pin-
7689 004, Also at : AA-7, Civil Townghip, Rourkela, Dist. -

5. Sri Bharat Kumar Agarwal, S/c. Shiv Kumar Agarwal, AA-T Civil Township, Rourkela, Dist. - Sundargarh, Orissa, Pin-
769 004,

From :

Canara Bank, a bady corporate constiluted under the Banking Cempanies (Acquisition & Transfer of Under takings) Act,
1870, having its Head Office at 112, J. C. Road, Bangalore, Pin - 560 002, and among ather places, having its Branch /
Office at Sth Floor, Canara Bank Circle Office, 21 Camac Street, Bell's House, Kaolkata.

Subject : Demand netice in respect of unpaid debt in default due from Mis. Sunil lspat and Power Ltd. and the

Caorparate Debtor under the code.

Sir,

1. This letter is a demand notice of unpaid debt in default due from Mfs. Sunil Ispat and Power Lid.

2, Please find particulars of the unpaid debl in default below

Sundargarh, Qrigsa, Pin - 769 004.

Date : 09.02.2026

PARTICULARS OF DEBT

1. | Total Qutstanding Debt
{including any interest or penalties)

on §9.02.2026.

Rs. 204,84,97,307.97 {Rupees Two Hundred Faur Crores Eighty Four Lakhs
Ninely Seven Thousand Three Hundred Seven and Paise Ninety Seven only) a5

2. | Amount of Debt in default

Rs. 204,84 97,307.97 {Rupees Two Hundred Four Crores Eighty Four Lakhs
Ninety Seven Thousand Three Hundred Seven and Paise Ninety Seven only) as

on $9.02.2026
Date whan tha Dabt was dusg 04.12.2009
Date when the default cccurred | 04.03.2010

Nature of the Debt

TL, 8QD, LT {Laler both were merged 1o a single account)

oW R

Secured debt including particulars
of security held, the date of its 1
craation, its estimated value as per .
the creditor {as applicable), and
details of securities.

Sl Ma. Account Mo. ! Facility

Account Limit as on 09.02.2026

9591157000012%

oca Rs. 204,84,97,307.97

29.04.2008, and 06.05.2009,

*Personal Guarantees were executed on different dates 28.04. 2004, 23.11.2007,

Details of Prime Securlties : Inventories | work in pragress, spares, toals, unbilled
revenues, recievahles and all other current agsels and non current recievables,
Primary : Hypothecalion of charge, inventary, recievables and all othar currant
assets of the company both the present and future on pan passu basis with other
W.C. bankers. In the presant contast, it may be considered as MIL.

Collateral :
81 Na. DESCRIPTION Valua
1. For Term Loan
a. Fledge of 100% shares of the Company on pari passu basis | NI1L
with other lenders.
b. Extension of Znd charge on all fixed assets of the Company | NIL
on pari passu basis.
2, For Waorking Capital
Extenslon of 13t charge on all fixed assets of the company | NIL
on pari passu basis with other W.C. mamber banks undar
the consartium,

Guarantes :

Address

Mr. Sunil Kumar Mall

Sfn. Shyam Sundar Mall, 4, Motilal Basak Lane,
Kankurgachi, Kolkata - 700 D54.

And Loudon Manor, 3rd Floar, 82, Loudon
Strest, Kolkata - 700 017

Mr. Shyam Sundar Mall

Sfo. Bajrang Lal Mall, 4, Motilal Basak Lane,
Kankurgachi, Kolkata - 700 054.

And Loudon Maner, 3rd Floor, 8/2, Loudaon
Street, Kolkata - 700 017,

Sri Mukesh Kumar Agarwal

AA-T, Civil Township, Rourkela, District -
Sundergarh, Orissa, Pin - 768 004,

Sri Hanuman Prasad Agarwal

AA-T, Civil Township, Rourkela, District -
Sundergarh, Orissa, Pin - 768 004.

5 Bhagat Kumar Agarwal

AA-7, Civil Township, Rourkela, District -
Sundergarh, Qrissa, Pin - 769 004.

7. | Unsecured Debt {as applicable} Mil

8. | Details of retention of title | Nil

arrangements (if any) in respect of
goads to which the debt refers
(attach a copy)

9. | Particulars of an order of a court,
tribunal or arbitral
adjudicating on the default, if any
{attach a copy of the order)

panel
DRT - Il

2016.

An Application for recovery pending before the Hon'ble DRT-1I, Kelkata in OA
No. 78 of 2012 on 24.01.2012. How the case is changed to TASTS of 2013 in

An Application for initiating CIRP under Section 7 of the |BC, 2016 filed on
31.07.2018 in NCLT Kolkata Bench vide Case No. CPIB/754/KB/2017 dated
31.07.2018. &ri Arun Kumar Gupta had been entrusted as the IRP for the account
in NCLT. Already the company has been sold out through successful resolution.
Mis. Maruti Ferrous Pyt Lid was the successful Resolution Applicant under IBC

10. | Record of default with the
information utility, if any {attach a

copy)

11. | Betails of succession certificate, | Nil

or probate of 8 WILL, or letter of
adminisiration, or court decree {as
may be applicable), under Lhe
Indian Suscession Act, 1925 {10
af 1925) (attach a copy}

12. | Provision of law, contract or other
document under which debt has
become due {attach a copy)

1. Copy of Guaraniee Agreement.
2. Sanction memorandum.

13. | Aslaterment of bank account whers | St
deposits are made ar credits
received narmally by the craditor
in respect of the debt of the
corporate debior, fram the date on
which the debt was incurred

taof A ts at

d hargwith.

14, | List of documents altached to Lhis
notice in arder to prove the
existence of debt and the amount
in default

1. Copy of Guaranlee Agreement.
2. Sanction memorandum.

Break-up of the facilities provided and availed by the Corporate Debtor from the Bank
and dues recoverable from the Debtor / Guaranter

ANNEXURE -1
PART - A

5l. No. | Accaunt Facility Account N, Lirmit Cutstanding
as on 00.02.2026
1. ace 95911570000129 TL:Rs. 6.75Cr. Rs. 204,84,97,307.97
SODH : Rs. 2.00 Cr.
LC :Rs. 0.40 Cr. Rs. 204,84,97,307.97
Total Rs. 9.15Cr.
ANNEXLURE - 11
PART - B
Particulars of the Securityfies Provided by the Guarantor

5Bl Na. Details of the Securlty Date of Creation of Securlty Approximate Value {Rs.)

1. NIL NIL NIL

3. If you believe that the debt has been repaid before the receipt of this notice, please demonstrate such repayment by

sending to us, within fourteen days of receipt of Lhis notice, the following :

{aj An attested copy of the record of electranic transfer of the unpaid ameunt from the bank account of the guarantor,

or

{b) Evidencs of encashment of chaqus far the unpaid amount issued by the guaranior, ar

{c) An altested copy of any record that Indian has received the payment.

4. The undersigned request you to unconditionally pay the unpaid debt in default in full within fourteen days from the receipt
of this letter failing which insclvency resolution process, under the Code, shall be initiated against you.

Nate : It Is heraby clarified that the demand notlee dated 21.07.2025 stands withdrawn/ recallad, and the present

notica shall superceda the earliar notica and remain in full force and effect.

Yours Sinceraly,

Sd/- Chief Manager
Canara Bank, ARM Branch, Kolkata
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Sabarimala women'’
entry row resurface

iuotel 2 8

Last year,
‘ the Punjab

police
seized 2,000 kg of
drugs, destroyed
the properties of S
drug dealers, and N
arrested significant smugglers,
which led to the people starting
to believe that the AAP govern-
ment is not scared of anything

ARVIND KEJRIWAL |
AAP NATIONAL CONVENER
The BJP is
‘ spewing d h
venom in \=&
connection with | i A
my statement. | |
want to humbly | .
and with equal  SEEEE
pride tell them in clear words
here that they do not need to
teach us about Shivaji Maharaj

HARSHWARDHAN SAPKAL I
MAHA CONGRESS CHIEF

Launched
‘ Rakta Rice,
a premium

organic indig-
enous red rice
from Tawang,
Arunachal
Pradesh

PEMA KHANDU I ARUNACHAL CM

SHORT TAKES

I parents of dead Indian
student want to visit US

Bangalore: The family

of a 22-year-old Indian
postgraduate student, who
was found dead in the US
days after he went missing,
is still struggling to come

to terms with the fact he

is no more. They want to
visit Berkeley personally to
collect the body of Saketh
Sreenivasaiah and urge the
authorities to speed up the
probe. Saketh Sreenivasaiah,
a student at the University of
California, Berkeley, hailing
from Karnataka, had been
missing since February 9.

[ PM Modi to visit
- Israel Feb 25-26

Jerusalem: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will travel to Israel
on a two-day visit from February
2510 26, sources said Monday.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu first broke news of
Modi's visit while addressing the
Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organisations
Sunday. "Parliament address

on the anvil. Who's coming here
next week? Narendra Modi,"
Netanyahu told the gathering.
"Tremendous alliance between
Israel and India, and we are going
to discuss all sorts of cooperation.
Now, you know, India is not a
small country. India is enormously
powerful, enormously popular,”
he stressed.

I Punjab Police busts
child trafficking gang

Ludhiana: The Punjab Police
Monday busted a gang
allegedly involved in child
trafficking and the sale of a
newborn female child with
the arrest of five women,
police said. Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Sameer Verma said police
arrested five women, including
the mother, a nurse, a doctor,
and the buyer, while three
others are still on the run. The
baby, born February 13, was
reportedly sold for ¥2.10 lakh
to a childless couple from

the Nangal village in Moga
district, he said. According to
the police, the child's mother
allegedly agreed to sell the
newborn due to financial
constraints and pressure
from her husband, who is a
labourer and hails from Uttar
Pradesh, and they already
have four daughters.

B Mann discharged
from hospital

Chandigarh: Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann was
discharged from Fortis hospital
in Mohali Monday, a day after
he was hospitalised after

he experienced exhaustion.
Before he was discharged,
Mann in a post on X said, “A
massive rally is being held
today by the Aam Aadmi Party
at Killi Chahlan village near

Moga... See you there, friends.”—

The issue gained fresh
attention after the
Supreme Court Monday
reopened the case,
announcing that a
nine-judge bench would
begin final hearings on a
batch of petitions on
discrimination against
women in religions and
places of worship,
including the
Sabarimala temple

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb
16: The contentious issue of
women's entry into the Sabari-
mala temple returned to centre
stage as an election plank in
poll-bound Kerala, with Op-
position parties Monday de-
manding clarity from the Left
government, which had earlier
backed the move and triggered
widespread protests.

The issue gained fresh atten-
tion after the Supreme Court
Monday reopened the case, an-
nouncing that a nine-judge bench
would begin final hearings on a
batch of petitions on discrimina-
tion against women in religions
and places of worship, including
the Sabarimala temple.

Under tremendous pressure
from prominent Hindu caste
organisations and the Oppo-
sition Congress and BJP, the
Left government said the Sa-
barimala women’s entry issue
involved several constitutional
complications and that an ap-
propriate stand would be taken
after discussions.

The Opposition urged the
Pinarayi Vijayan-led dispen-

The main objective
of this corporation

y bb
? } was to ensure that

sation to immediately
submit a revised affi-
davit to the Supreme
Court.

Clarifying the gov-
ernment’s stand, state
Law Minister P Rajeev
said it was not a matter to be
reduced to a “yes or no” answer
and even the Apex Court made
it clear that it would take the
review petitions only after ad-
dressing seven constitutional
questions.

“This is not a situation
where a simple ‘yes or no’ can
be stated. Several constitution-
al complications are involved
in it. All aspects need to be con-
sidered,” he told reporters, add-
ing that the state government
has enough time to inform its
stand.

He, however, said the govern-
ment is here to protect the faith
of believers and it would stand
by them cutting across belief.

He said faith and social re-
form must go hand in hand and
reiterated that this had been
the government's position in
its affidavit before the court.

Rajeev said the state govern-
ment, in its earlier affidavit,
had suggested constituting a
commission of scholars hav-
ing deep knowledge of Hindu
beliefs and having record in
social reformation to study the

34 schools get bomb threat emails

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad/Vadodara, Feb
16: As many as 34 schools in
Ahmedabad and Vadodara in
Gujarat received bomb threat
emails Monday, following
which the campuses were
evacuated, police said.

The mails turned out to be
hoaxes as nothing suspicious
was found in any of the 34
schools -- 17 each in Ahmed-
abad and Vadodara -- that
received bomb threat emails
from persons claiming to be
supporters of Khalistan, offi-
cials said. Search operations
involving bomb detection and
disposal squads (BDDS) were
undertaken soon after the po-
lice were informed about it,

CAQM mandates state plans to pr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: The Com-
mission for Air Quality Man-
agement in NCR and Adjoining
Areas has issued a statutory
direction for coordinated and
time-bound implementation of
state action plans to prevent
and eliminate wheat stubble
burning in the 2026 harvesting
season, officials said Monday.

The direction has been issued
to the governments of Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh,
with complementary efforts ex-
pected from the governments of
Delhi and Rajasthan.

The directives laid out by the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) include
mapping each farm in all the
villages for the proposed mode
of wheat stubble management,
tagging specific nodal officers to
a group of farmers and covering
all farmers in the district.

It also directs the govern-
ments to ensure optimum util-

Nainital, Uttarkashi district
courts receive homb threats

Nainital: District courts in Uttara-
khand's Nainital and Uttarkashi
Monday received bomb threat,
prompting authorities to evacuated
the premises and search operations,
police said. A bomb threat sent to
the official email of the Nainital dis-
trict judge sparked panic Monday,
prompting a search operation at the
court premises in Nainital as well
as Haldwani and Ramnagar, police
said. Officials said no suspicious
objects have been found so far, but
the search operation by the police
team, bomb and dog squads will
continue for security reasons.

they said. Around 17 schools
in Ahmedabad received bomb
threat emails, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (DCP)
(SOG) Rahul Tripathi said. “It
turned out to be a hoax mail.
BDDS and SOG teams carried
out thorough checking in the
campuses of these schools,
and nothing suspicious was
found,” he said.

isation and timely availability
of crop residue management
(CRM) machines to the farm-
ers -- mainly during the peak
harvesting season -- through a
mobile app, mandate rent-free
availability of CRM machines
for small and marginal farmers
through the CHCs, among other
measures.

“Agricultural residue burn-
ing contributes to the deteri-
oration of air quality both lo-
cally and across the NCR and

KERALA
POLL
BATTLE

thousands of people
working through
placement agencies
receive their full

such as EPF and ESI

ASHOK GEHLOT I EX RAJASTHAN CM

women's entry issue,
but the apex court
didn't consider it.
However, the gov-
ernment stands by its
suggestions, he added.
The minister main-
tained that the government
had earlier acted in accordance
with the SC verdict on the is-
sue.

“It was not a government
order but the supreme court
verdict. The apex court ver-
dict is naturally binding. The
same supreme court had later
decided to review it. Even then,
the earlier verdict has not been
stayed,” Rajeev said.

The government did not take
any adamant stand after that,
the minister said, referring to
the issue that triggered massive
protests by Hindu outfits and
opposition parties in 2018 after
the Left government attempt-
ed to implement the Supreme
Court verdict allowing the en-
try of women of menstrual age
into the revered Lord Ayyappa
shrine at Sabarimala.

However, the major oppo-
sition parties-the Congress
and BJP urged the CPI(M)-led
government to make its stand
clear on the matter, with the
grand old party calling on it to
file a revised affidavit in the top
court on the matter.

£ 4

remuneration along with
social security benefits

EC SUSPENDS SEVEN
WB ELECTORAL OFFICIALS

Using its powers under the electoral law, the
Election Commission has suspended seven
officials, deployed as assistant electoral
registration officers (AEROS) in West Bengal,
with immediate effect for serious misconduct,
dereliction of duty and misuse of statutory
powers in connection with the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR) process in the state

ED slaps 184 crore FEMA
penalty on NewsClick, editor

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: The En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
Monday said it has imposed
a %184-crore FEMA penalty
against news portal News-
Click and its founder and
editor-in-chief, Prabir Pur-
kayastha, who came under
the scanner of the probe agen-
cies on allegations of ped-
dling "pro-China propaganda"
through its stories.

PPK NEWSCLICK Studio
Private Limited, the company
that owns NewsClick, has been
penalised for an amount of 3120
crore while Purkayastha has
been imposed with the same
order for 364 crore under the
Foreign Exchange Management
Act (FEMA), the federal agency
said in a statement.

The order has been issued by
the Adjudicating Authority of
FEMA (a special director rank
officer of the ED) after complet-
ing the adjudication process
(end of investigation) against
the two entities related to "vio-
lations" of foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) and foreign inward
remittances.

"The Adjudicating Author-
ity observed that the contra-
ventions were substantial,
deliberate, and systemic in
nature, involving large-scale
foreign exchange transactions
and breach of statutory decla-
rations furnished to regulatory
authorities," it said.

There was no immediate re-
sponse from NewsClick on the
development.

The agency said the penalty
was imposed after the ED car-
ried out a detailed examination
of records, evidence and sub-
missions made by the noticees
(PPK NEWSCLICK Studio and
Purkayastha).

The ED has a separate mon-
ey laundering case registered
against the portal and had first
raided the premises of News-
Click located in the Saidulajab

area of the national capital in
September, 2021. It also filed a
FEMA case against it.

The agency has recorded
the statements of more than 25
people in the money launder-
ing case, including that of Pur-
kayastha. The Delhi Police has
also investigated these entities.

The BJP, in 2023, had quoted
a New York Times news arti-
cle to allege that the portal and
its promoter were "pushing
pro-China agenda" through
its stories.

The news article had stated
the portal was part of a global
network that received funding
from American billionaire
Neville Roy Singham, who
allegedly works closely with
the Chinese government me-
dia machine.

The ED said its probe
found that FDI of ¥9.59 crore
was received (by the compa-
ny) during the 2018-19 fiscal by
"misrepresenting" the nature
of business activity in statu-
tory filings, thereby bypassing
prescribed sectoral conditions
and entry route requirements
under FEMA.

It was also detected that
foreign inward remittances of
%82.63 crore, purportedly re-
ceived between 2018-19 to 2023-
24 financial years, for export
of services, were found to be in
"contravention" of FEMA provi-
sions due to "misclassification"
of exports and "failure" to com-
ply with mandatory reporting
requirements, including sub-
mission of SOFTEX (used for
software or information tech-
nology exports) forms.

b

Folk artists take part in the ‘Brahma Rathotsava’ religious procession near Kadu Malleshwara Swamy Temple,

Malleshwaram, Bangalore

adjoining areas and therefore
requires structured seasonal
preparedness. Satellite-based
monitoring during the wheat
harvesting season (April-May
2025), recording such fire inci-
dents across the region, high-
lighted the need for targeted
wheat-season interventions
alongside existing paddy-season
measures,” a senior official said.

“The Commission had pro-
vided a broad framework to
the states concerned for control

The direction has
been issued to the
governments of
Punjab, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh,
with complementary
efforts expected from
the governments of
Delhi and Rajasthan

and elimination of crop residue
burning and directed them to
draw up detailed state-specific
action plans based on the major
contours of the framework,” the
official added.

As per the standard protocol
developed by the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
and the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute (IARI), the
numbers of fire events record-
ed during the wheat-harvest-
ing season (April 1 to May 31,

PTI PHOTO

event stubble burning

2025) in Punjab, Haryana, and
NCR districts of Uttar Pradesh
were 10,207, 1,832, and 259 re-
spectively.

States have been asked to es-
tablish a robust and continuous
supply chain of wheat straw in
various forms for ex-situ (after
its removal from the farm)ap-
plications, including its use as
fodder. A district-level supply
chain management plan will
be formulated for each district,
considering demand and supply
throughout the year, according
to the official.

“States have been asked to
form a dedicated Parali Protec-
tion Force(PPF) at the district
or block level comprising of po-
lice officers, officers of the agri-
culture department, administra-
tive officers, nodal and cluster
officers and officials from oth-
er stakeholder departments, to
closely monitor, oversee and
guard against any incidence of
open wheat stubble burning,”
the official added.

Death penalty
for three in Hampi
rape, murder case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Koppal (Karnataka), Feb 16:
A court in Karnataka Monday
sentenced three people to death
for sexually assaulting an Is-
raeli tourist and murdering a
youth in this district last year.

The Gangavathi Civil
Court sentenced the convicts
-- Mallesh alias Handi Malla,
Sharanabasava and Chaitanya
Sai -- to death. The court had
February 7 found them guilty
and reserved the order for Feb-
ruary 16.

On Monday, the court
pronounced the quantum of
punishment. According to
the prosecution, the heinous
crime took place near Sana-
pur March 6, 2025.

The Israeli-origin woman
was subjected to inhuman sex-
ual assault. The incident had
made international headlines
and cast a shadow over the dis-
trict's tourism. Public Prosecu-
tor Nagalakshmi told reporters
that the homestay owner had
taken tourists Pankaj from
Maharashtra, and Bibhas from
Odisha, Daniel from the US and
an Israeli woman for stargazing
at Sanapur near Tungabhadra
canal under Gangavathi rural
police station limits at about
10.30 pm. Just then the three
accused reached there on a
motorcycle and picked up a
fight over a financial dispute,
she added.

With an intention to rape
these women, the convicts
pushed the three men into the
canal. To ensure that they do
not come out, they threw stones
on them. Later, they gang raped
the home-stay owner and the Is-
raeli national, the Public Prose-
cutor said. “Bibhas Kumar died
due to drowning in the canal.
Pankaj did not know how to
swim but Daniel saved him,”
Nagalakshmi said.

She added that after rap-
ing the women, the accused
decamped with their mobile
phones, cash and a camera.

SC rejects plea
against Himanta
over viral video

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: The Su-
preme Court Monday refused
to entertain petitions seeking
action against Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
over a viral video purportedly
showing him taking aim and
firing with a rifle at members
of a particular community.

Expressing strong disap-
proval of the trend of parties
directly approaching the top
court, a bench of Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M
Pancholi asked the petitioners
to approach the Gauhati High
Court with their grievances.

The top court also asked the
chiefjustice of the Gauhati High
Court to expedite the hearing in
the matter.

“Why haven’t you gone to the
Gauhati High Court? Don’t un-
dermine its authority. We will
ask parties to use restraint and
remain within the boundaries of
constitutional morality, but this
is becoming a trend just before
the polls.”

As the hearing commenced,
CJI Kant observed, “Wherev-
er the elections come, this
court becomes a political
battleground.” Political par-
ties should fight elections
based on "mutual respect and
self-restraint”, he said. Senior
advocate Abhishek Singhvi,
appearing for the petitioners,
submitted that Sarma is a ha-
bitual and repeat offender, as
he urged the court to entertain
the matter.

Singhvi said the case
should be entertained under
Article 32, as the high court
may not be an appropriate
remedy since the petitioners
are seeking an SIT investiga-
tion against the Assam chief
minister.

The senior lawyer argued
that Sarma made objectionable
statements not only in Assam,
but in Jharkhand and Chhat-
tisgarh as well, and hence it
was a pan-Indian case.
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ZUBEEN DEATH CASE: WIFE, PP
UPSET OVER SLOW COURT PROGRESS '

Garima Saikia Garg, wife of Assam’s popu- |
lar singer Zubeen Garg, and Public Prosecu- |
tor Ziaul Kamar Monday expressed dissatis- i
faction over the slow pace of his death case "

After full im-
plementation
of the new
Nyaya Sanhita, our
justice system will
become the most
modern in the -
world. It will reduce delays in the
justice system and will also help in
increasing the conviction rate

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

The state gov-
‘ ernment had

announced a
substantial relief
package for cul-
tivators who had -
suffered losses o
due to unseasonal rains last year,
disbursing Rs 9,610 crore to more
than 33 lakh affected farmers

ACHARYA DEVVRAT I GUJARAT GOVERNOR

The decision
‘ of the Na-
tional Green

Tribunal giving
its approval to
the Great Nicobar
project is deeply
disappointing. There is clear
evidence that the project will have
disastrous ecological impacts

JAIRAM RAMESH I CONGRESS GENERAL
SECRETARY IN-CHARGE COMMUNICATIONS

POST
OF THE DAY

- Dedicated 3283
FU,

" Cr worth of
'.'F.a a9 development
| = 4 ? projects at
' Kottayam Govt.
p Medical College
i “ today. This

includes a 3257 Cr state-of-the-art
Surgical Block funded by KIIFB.
With 21,200 Cr invested over the
last decade, we have transformed
this MCH into a global centre of
excellence. From the state's 2nd
Skin Bank to a modern Cath Lab
and Neonatal Care units, these

_world-class facilities ensure quality
healthcare for all.

@pinarayivijayan
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¥ Indore water tragedy:
Din in MP Assembly

Bhopal: The Opposition Monday
created a ruckus in the MP legis-
lative assembly over the Indore
contaminated drinking water
tragedy and objected to the
“clean water” commitment men-
tioned in the state governor’s
customary address on the first
day of the Budget session. Amid
slogan shouting, the Speaker
adjourned the proceedings for
Tuesday after the listed business
for the day ended. Earlier, when
Governor Mangubhai Patel men-
tioned the state government's
resolve to provide clean water to
people, opposition leader Umang
Singhar raised an objection.
Soon, other Congress MLAs
joined Singhar.

©00000000000000000000OC

¥ HP Guv concludes
address in 2 minutes

Shimla: In an unusual move,
Himachal Pradesh Governor
Shiv Pratap Shukla Monday
concluded his address to the
Assembly on the opening day
of the Budget Session in just
2 minutes and 10 seconds,
skipping a portion of the
speech he termed “comments
on a constitutional institution”.
The incident was the latest in
a series of standoffs between
the governor and non-BJP
state governments -- in Tamil
130-paragraph prepared text.

M Tina Ambani may
appear before ED today

New Delhi: Tina Ambani,
former actor and wife of Reliance
Group chairman Anil Ambani, is
expected to appear before the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
Tuesday for questioning in a
money-laundering case. This is
the second summons issued to
69-year-old Tina Ambani. She
was issued the first summons
to depose before the federal
probe agency here February 10
but she had skipped it.

your decisions can shape India's eco-
nomic trajectory for decades to come

DROUPADI MURMU | PRESIDENT s
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being heard by the Kamrup Metropolitan
District and Sessions Court

India seizes Iran-linked

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, Feb 16: The Con-
gress in Assam received a
rude jolt Monday, as former
state unit chief Bhupen Bo-
rah resigned ahead of the
Assembly polls in the state, but
later sought time to reconsid-
er his decision after the high
command rejected it.

Besides, three-time sitting
MLA Abdur Rashid Mandal al-
so left the Congress and joined
another Opposition constituent
Raijor Dal.

Borah's resignation letter,
claiming he was “ignored” by
the leadership, triggered a polit-
ical storm in the state, with the
party's high command claiming
that he has withdrawn it, while
the leader requested time to re-
consider it. Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma extended
an open invitation to him to
join the BJP. Later in the day,
Mandal, representing Goalpa-
ra West constituency, joined
the Raijor Dal in presence of
its chief Akhil Gogoi.

“I am happy to join the grow-
ing Raijor Dal under Gogoi. I
am looking forward to strength-
ening his hands as a simple
worker,” Mandal said at the
joining function.

An Assam Congress spokes-
person, however, told PTI that
Mandal has not submitted a
resignation letter to the party.
Regarding Bora who is also
the party's election campaign
committee chairman, AICC
state in-charge Jitendra Singh
claimed that he has withdrawn
his resignation letter following
intervention by the party brass,
including president Mallikar-
jun Kharge and senior leader
Rahul Gandhi.

“The party leadership has

.‘\L 4‘),«\?’1
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BORAH’S RESIGNATION LETTER,
CLAIMING HE WAS “IGNORED”
BY THE LEADERSHIP, TRIGGERED
A POLITICAL STORM IN THE
STATE, WITH THE PARTY’S HIGH
COMMAND CLAIMING THAT HE
HAS WITHDRAWN IT, WHILE THE
LEADER REQUESTED TIME TO
RECONSIDER IT

CHIEF MINISTER HIMANTA BISWA
SARMA EXTENDED AN OPEN
INVITATION TO HIM TO JOIN THE BJP

LATER IN THE DAY, MANDAL,
REPRESENTING GOALPARA WEST
CONSTITUENCY, JOINED THE
RAIJOR DAL IN PRESENCE OF ITS
CHIEF AKHIL GOGOI

discussed the matter with Bo-
rah. Rahul Gandhi also spoke to
him for 15 minutes,” Singh told
reporters here outside Borah's
house. “This is our internal
matter; we discussed in detail
about the issues bothering him,
and I thank him for agreeing to
withdraw his resignation,” he
said. Emerging from his resi-
dence, Borah, however, said he
has sought time from the high
command to reconsider his de-
cision. “My old colleagues and
the party's central leadership
came to my house, and I re-

SNIPPETS

J&K cops bust 3209cr online investment scam

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir Police has unearthed a Rs 209 crore
interstate online investment scam in Ganderbal district, and arrested nine
persons, including the kingpin from Delhi, officials said Monday. "So far,
police have collected details of 835 accounts and verified transactions of
290 accounts, wherein Rs 209 crore was received from various investors
across India. The amount is likely to cross Rs 400 crore upon complete
verification," a police spokesman said. The transnational racket used
phishing and fake trading platforms to dupe the victims, he said. Among
the nine persons held was the kingpin of the racket -- a doctor from
Haryana -- who was arrested at Delhi airport, he said.

Gangster, 2 Pak nationals escape from juvenile home

Jammu: Three inmates, including two Pakistani nationals, escaped from
a juvenile home in the border area of Jammu after allegedly attacking

and injuring two police personnel on duty Monday, officials said. The
incident occurred at around 5.15 pm at the juvenile home in R S Pura, they
said. “The three inmates - gangster Karajeet Singh alias Gugga, a resident
of Dablehar in R S Pura, and Pakistani nationals Mohammad Suna-ullah
and Ahsan Anwar - allegedly attacked the policemen before fleeing the

facility,” a police official said.

Rajpal Yadav gets bail in cheque bounce case

New Delhi: In a relief to actor Rajpal Yadav, the Delhi High Court suspended
till March 18 his sentence in the cheque bounce cases and permitted him to
be released from jail. Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma passed the order after
noting that Yadav deposited Rs 1.5 crore in the bank account of complainant
M/s Murali Projects Pvt Ltd. “We are granting you an interim suspension of
sentence... It is till the next date of hearing,” said the judge. Yadav sought
suspension of his sentence on the ground of a marriage in his family February
19. The court directed Yadav to surrender his passport and not leave the
country without permission. It further directed Yadav to remain present,
either physically or virtually, on the next date of hearing March 18.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: The Su-
preme Court Monday said the
government must make aware,
compensate and try to protect
vulnerable people who have
lost their hard-earned money
in cyber scams.

A bench of Justices B V Naga-
rathna and Ujjal Bhuyan made
the remarks while granting bail
to one Paramjit Kharb, accused
of creating mule bank accounts
and selling those to alleged
cyber criminals for parking
money extorted from on-
line-scam victims.

Justice Nagarathna told Ad-
ditional Solicitor General S D
Sanjay that the government
and police must take steps to
compensate and protect the
vulnerable victims, especially
elderly persons, who have lost
their hard-earned money in
such scams.

“You must educate the peo-
ple. Play out the recordings
on TV and radio on how these
cyber criminals conduct them-
selves. They target mostly el-
derly and they should be made
aware of the modus operandi.
They have lost not lakhs but
crores of hard-earned money,”
the bench said.

Sanjay said these cyber crim-
inals are very confident and
smart and that he himself had
almost fallen victim to them
once. The ASG told the bench
that the government has come
out with the “Sanchar Saathi”
app where people can report
about any cybercrime or sto-
len mobile phones or stolen
identity.

Justice Nagarathna said,
“Show the people how these
scamsters operate and how
these frauds are carried out.
You educate the people that this
is the nature of talks which will

Bhupen quits, MLA |
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spect them. I have sought time
till tomorrow morning so that I
can talk to my family and take
a decision in this regard,” the
55-year-old leader said.

Besides Singh, Assam
unit chief Gaurav Gogoi, MP
Pradyut Bordoloi, leader of
the Opposition in the Assem-
bly Debabrata Saikia and other
party MLAs, met Borah at his
residence, after he sent a letter
to the party high command, an-
nouncing his resignation.

Gaurav Gogoi said Borah
was a “pillar of strength” for
the party, and he has always
raised his voice against the neg-
ative forces active in the state.

Borah is a “true Congress-
man, a courageous leader with
Assamese culture, civilisation
and the party ideology of tak-
ing everyone together to move
ahead deeply embedded in his
DNA”, he said.

Gogoi said he apologised to
him “as a younger brother”
if he felt hurt due to certain
issues in the party. “This is a
complex matter for us. We are
also learning one step at a time,
and hope that in future, he will
guide us so that not only the

L
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come to you, so you ignore it.
Give cyber-security education
to the public, legal awareness
and other things. Awareness is
the key.”

The judge further said that

vulnerable people, single
women, elderly couples may
not know about all this and the
government must boost their

oins R

Congress, but the Opposition
parties, too, are strengthened,”
the deputy leader of the opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha said.

In his resignation letter to
Kharge, Borah claimed that he
was being "ignored" by the par-
ty leadership and not being ac-
corded his due in the state unit.

Chief Minister Sarma
said the BJP’s doors are open
for Borah, and promised to help
him get elected from a “safe
seat” if he joined.

Sarma said Borah was the
“last Hindu leader” in the Con-
gress without a family back-
ground -- father or mother not
occupying a ministerial post or
being an MLA.

“His resignation carries the
symbolic message that in the
Congress, no one from a nor-
mal family can prosper. The
Congress does not give recog-
nition to people from ordinary
families, but I hail from an or-
dinary middle-class family, and
the BJP has made me a chief
minister. We stay opposite to
the politics of blue blood,” he
told reporters here outside the
Assembly.

Sarma said he will go to Bo-
rah’s residence tomorrow eve-
ning, and discuss his plans for
the future.

“Borah has not contacted
me or the BJP till now, and at
present, we are not in direct or
indirect touch,” the CM said.

"If he wants to join the BJP,
we will welcome him, but even
if he does not want to do so, we
extend our best wishes to him",
he said.

Borah was the president of
the Assam Congress unit from
2021 to 2025, and was replaced
by Gaurav Gogoi last year. He
has been a two-time legislator
from Bihpuria in Assam.

confidence by training them to
deal with these situations.

The bench granted bail to
Kharb, who was in custody
since March 2024, after noting
that other co-accused in the
case have been granted the
relief.

It directed him to deposit his
passport, if any, before the trial
court and report at the jurisdic-
tional police station on the first
Monday of every month.

Sanjay vehemently opposed
the bail plea, saying the ac-
cused was booked in a number
of states for cybercrimes and
was part of a larger network
of cyber criminals who dupe
innocent citizens.

Appearing in the matter
on behalf of the Delhi govern-
ment, the ASG further said
that Kharb’s role in the instant
case is significant and that he
has not disclosed the fact that
there are other criminal cases

atjor Dal us-sanctioned tankers

REUTERS

New Delhi, Feb 16: India has
seized three US-sanctioned
tanker ships linked to Iran
this month and stepped up
surveillance in its maritime
zone to curb illicit trade, a
source with direct knowledge
of the matter said Monday.

India aims to prevent
its waters from being used for
ship-to-ship transfers that ob-
scure the origin of oil cargoes,
the source added.

The seizures and height-
ened surveillance follow an
improvement in US-India rela-
tions. Washington earlier this
month announced it will cut
import tariffs on Indian goods
to 18% from 50%, as New Del-
hi has agreed to stop Russian
oil imports.

Sanctioned vessels Stellar
Ruby, Asphalt Star, and Al
Jafzia frequently changed
their identities to evade
law enforcement by coastal
states, the source said, add-
ing that their owners were
based overseas.

Indian authorities said in
a post on X February 6 that
they had intercepted three
vessels about 100 nautical
miles west of Mumbai after
detecting suspicious activity

against him.

The top court is already hear-
ing a suo-motu (on its own) case
on digital arrest, after an elder-
ly couple from Haryana wrote
to the chief justice of India
about how they were defrauded
by cyber criminals.

The court has directed the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) to probe digital-arrest
cases and related cyber-fraud
activities across the country
and issued a slew of directions
to curb the growing menace.

On February 9, the court
described the siphoning off of
more than Rs 54,000 crore by
digital fraudsters as absolute
“robbery or dacoity” and asked
the Centre to draft a standard
operating procedure in con-
sultation with stakeholders
like the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), banks and the Depart-
ment of Telecommunications
to deal with such cases.

involving a tanker in India's
exclusive economic zone.
The post was later deleted, but
the source now confirmed that
the vessels had been escorted
to Mumbai for further inves-
tigation.

The Indian Coast Guard has
since deployed about 55 ships
and 10 to 12 aircraft for round-
the-clock surveillance in its
maritime zones, according to
the source.

The US Office of Foreign
Assets Control, opens new
tab last year sanctioned the
vessels Global Peace, Chil 1,
and Glory Star 1 with IMO
numbers identical to the ships
captured by India.

Two of the three tankers
are linked to Iran, with Al
Jafzia having carried fuel
oil from Iran to Djibouti in
2025 and Stellar Ruby flagged
in Iran, according to LSEG
data.

The Asphalt Star mostly
operated on voyages around
China, the data show. Sanc-
tioned oil and fuel are often
sold at deep discounts due to
the risks involved, with in-
termediaries moving cargo
through complex ownership
structures, false documen-
tation and mid-sea transfers
that complicate enforcement.

ROHIT SHETTY FIRING

Shooter among seven
held from UP, Haryana

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 16: In a major
breakthrough, the Mumbai
police have arrested seven
persons, including the alleged
shooter who fired five rounds
at filmmaker Rohit Shetty’s
house, from Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh, officials said Monday.

The city police’s anti-extor-
tion cell, with the help of the
special task forces (STF) from
the Uttar Pradesh and Haryana
police, apprehended the alleged
shooter, Deepak Rameshchan-
dra Sharma, a resident of Agra,
and six others involved in the
February 1 firing, Sunday in a
multi-state operation, an offi-
cial said.

The police had earlier stated
that the accused were nabbed
from Haryana and Rajasthan.

The accused were brought to
the city and produced before a
court, which has sent them to
police custody till February 25,
he said.

With the Ilatest arrests,
the Mumbai police have nabbed
12 persons in connection with
the case, while the main ac-
cused, Shubham Lonkar, re-
mains at large, a senior police
official said.

The accused persons were
working on the directions of
Shubham Lonkar, a member
of the Lawrence Bishnoi gang,
who had taken responsibility
for the firing in a social media
post, he said.

According to police, the ac-
cused had recced the "Singham"
director's house on three occa-
sions before the firing and some
of them had consumed alcohol
in a nearby area before the
alleged shooter headed out to
execute their plan.

At least five rounds were
fired at the first floor of film-
maker Rohit Shetty's nine-sto-
rey building in the Juhu area at
12.45 am February 1. One bullet
struck the glass of a gym inside
the building.

Besides the alleged shooter,
the police have apprehended
Sunny Thakur, Sonu, Ritik
Yadav, Jatin Bharadwaj, Vishal
Thakur and Vishnu Kushwah,
the official said, adding that the
accused were in the age group
of 20 to 25 years.
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“ I will accept a
proposal made

by the nation's largest
remaining rebel group
to allow an indepen-
dent commission to
investigate the group's
alleged links to the

PRESIDENT, COLOMBIA

CARNEY TO VISIT INDIA

Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney will visit New Delhi

in early March to work with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on the framework for a com-
prehensive economic partner-
ship agreement, Canadian offi-
cial Victor Fedeli said Monday

N-talks: Iran Foreign
Min meets IAEA chief

This summit
is an import-
ant moment

in determining
how we can work
together with

our international
partners to unlock the full benefits
and potential of Al, while baking
in robust and fair safety standards
that protect us al

DAVID LAMMY I DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, UK

The security
‘ and stability

of the UAE is
an "integral part"
of Pakistan's own
security

MARSHAL ASIM MUNIR I
CHIEF OF DEFENCE FORCES FIELD, PAKISTAN

After the end
‘ of UNIFIL's
mission,

Germany will stay

&N,
by the side of your ¢ :
country to boost > ﬁ
state authority '

FRANK=WALTER STEINMEIER I
PRESIDENT, GERMANY

SHORT TAKES

¥ Fireworks store
explosion kills 8

Beijing: An explosion and

fire at a fireworks shop in
eastern China has killed eight
people and left two others
with minor burns ahead of the
Lunar New Year, authorities
said. The Sunday afternoon
blast in a village in Jiangsu
province was caused by a
resident setting off fireworks
improperly near the store, the
Donghai county government
said in a statement. It did not
provide further details on
what happened. Setting off
firecrackers at midnight on the
Lunar New Year is a tradition
in China, but many places have
banned fireworks in recent
years, at least in part because
of air pollution.

" 25 Indian fishermen
apprehended by SL

Colombo: The Sri Lanka Navy
Monday apprehended 25
Indian fishermen for allegedly
poaching in the island
nation’s territorial waters. The
fishermen were apprehended
and their two trawlers were
seized in Sri Lankan waters
off Kankesanthurai, Jaffna,
the Navy said in a statement.
The fishermen will be

handed over to the Fisheries
Inspector of Myliddy, Jaffna,
for further legal proceedings.
The fishermen issue is a
contentious one in the ties
between India and Sri Lanka,
with the Sri Lankan Navy
personnel sometimes even
firing at Indian fishermen in
the Palk Strait and seizing
their boats for illegally
entering Sri Lanka’s territorial
waters.

@ Improvement in
Khan’s eyesight

Islamabad: A team of
doctors Monday reported an
improvement in the eyesight
of jailed former Pakistan
premier Imran Khan, as well
as the condition of his eye,
after examining him. The
examination was done by two
doctors Sunday, following
the Supreme Court’s order
to allow a detailed medical
check-up of the 73-year-old
former cricketer-turned-
politician’s eyes.

2 Cyclone Gezani
leaves 59 dead

Antananarivo: At least 59
people died when Cyclone
Gezani struck Madagascar
last week, the disaster
management office said
Monday, as it assesses the
impact of the second tropical
storm to hit the Indian Ocean
island nation this year. The
cyclone displaced 16,428,
while 15 people remain
missing, 804 were injured
and 423,986 were classified
as affected by the disaster,
the National Bureau for Risk
and Disaster Management
(BNGRC) said.

Gy

REUTERS

Dubai/Budapest, Feb 16:
Iran’s foreign minister met
with the UN nuclear watchdog
chief Monday, ahead of talks be-
tween Washington and Tehran
aimed at resolving a nuclear
dispute, with few clear signs
of compromise from either side
and the threat of US military ac-
tion looming.

Washington, which joined
Israel in a wave of air strikes
on Iran in June, has ordered a
second aircraft carrier group
to the Middle East in the latest
standoff with Tehran, in addi-
tion to other US warships and
aircraft that have already been
deployed.

Adding to the tension, Iran
began a military drill Monday
in the Strait of Hormuz, a vital
international waterway and oil
export route from Gulf Arab
states, who have been appeal-
ing for diplomacy to end the

dispute.
The US and Iran renewed
negotiations earlier this

month hoping to tackle their
decades-long dispute over Teh-
ran’s nuclear program, which
Washington, other Western
states and Israel all believe
is aimed at building nuclear
arms. Tehran denies this.

il prices were little changed
Monday, with investors weigh-
ing the market implications of
upcoming US-Iran talks aimed
at de-escalating frictions
against a backdrop of expected
OPEC+ supply increases
SCOPE OF TALKS EXPANDS TO
MISSILE STOCKPILE

However, Washington has
sought to expand the scope
of talks to non-nuclear issues
such as Iran’s missile stockpile.
Tehran says it is only willing

ran conducts drill in Strait of
Hormuz in case of a military
threat

I ran seeks sanctions relief in
exchange for nuclear curbs

S deploys warships, prepares
for possible military
campaign

AEA demands Iran account for
missing enriched uranium

to discuss curbs on its nuclear
programme in exchange for
sanctions relief and won'’t ac-
cept zero uranium enrichment.
It says its missile capabilities
are off the table.

Speaking during a visit to
Hungary Monday, US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio said
reaching a deal with Tehran
would be hard.

“I think that there’s an op-
portunity here to diplomati-
cally reach an agreement that
addresses the things we’re
concerned about. We’ll be very
open and welcoming to that.
But I don’t want to overstate it
either. It’s going to be hard. It’s
been very difficult for anyone to
do real deals with Iran, because
we’re dealing with radical Shia
clerics who are making theolog-

NK opens new housing district
for families of Ukraine war dead

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Seoul, Feb 16: North Korea
said Monday it completed a new
housing district in Pyongyang
for families of North Korean
soldiers Kkilled while fighting
alongside Russian forces in
Ukraine, the latest effort by
leader Kim Jong Un to honor
the war dead.

State media photos showed
Kim Jong Un walking through
the new street - called Saep-
pyol Street - and visiting the
homes of some of the families
with his increasingly prom-
inent daughter, believed to
be named Kim Ju Ae, as he
pledged to repay the “young
martyrs” who “sacrificed all
to their motherland.”

In recent months, North
Korea has intensified pro-
paganda glorifying troops
deployed to fight in Russia’s
war against Ukraine, such as
establishing a memorial wall
and building a museum. Ana-
lysts see it as an effort to bol-
ster internal unity and curb

CURBS ON Al

CHATBOTS

REUTERS

London, Feb 16: Britain could
bring in an Australian-style
ban on social media for chil-
dren under 16 as early as this
year and close a loophole that
left some AI chatbots outside
safety rules, as part of govern-
ment efforts to respond more
quickly to digital risks.

Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er’s government last month
launched a consultation on a
social media ban for children
under 16 and is now working
to change legislation so it could
bring in any changes within
months of the consultation
concluding.

Spain, Greece and Slovenia
have also said they are working
on bans after Australia became
the first country in the world
to block access to under 16s.

potential public discontent.

Kim in recent months has
sent thousands of troops and
large quantities of military
equipment, including ar-
tillery and missiles, to fuel
Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s war on Ukraine, as
the leaders align in the face of
their separate confrontations
with Washington.

South Korea’s National
Intelligence Service told law-
makers last week it estimates
that about 6,000 North Korean
troops were killed or wounded
during their deployment in
the war, but did not provide
a breakdown of fatalities. The
agency said last year it believed
roughly 600 had died.

The spy agency believes
North Korean forces are bene-
fiting from the war by gaining
modern combat experience and
Russian technical support that
could improve the performance
of their weapons systems, ac-
cording to lawmakers who at-
tended last week’s closed-door
briefing.

ical decisions, not geopolitical
ones.”

Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araqchi said he was in
Geneva to “achieve a fair and
equitable deal”.

“What is not on the table:
submission before threats,”
Araqchi said on X.

Iran has repeatedly threat-
ened to close the Strait of Hor-
muz in retaliation against any
attack, which would choke a
fifth of global oil flows and send
crude prices sharply higher.

The waterway connects the
biggest Gulf oil producers, such
as Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq and
the United Arab Emirates, with
the Gulf of Oman and the Ara-
bian Sea.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
have conducted a drill named
“Smart Control of the Strait
of Hormuz”, to test the readi-
ness of the guards’ naval units
to protect the waterway, the
semi-official Tasnim news agen-
cy said Monday.

“Intelligently utilizing the
geopolitical advantages of the
Islamic Republic in the Persian
Gulf and the Sea of Oman are
among the main objectives of
this exercise,” Tasnim said.

Hindus among
four elected to
B'desh Parl

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, Feb 16: Four candidates
from minority communities, in-
cluding two Hindus, won in the
recent general elections in Ban-
gladesh, with all being nominees
of the BNP, which is set to form
the government Tuesday.

Goyeshwar Chandra Roy
and Nitai Roy Chowdhury are
the two Hindu candidates who
won on a Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) ticket. They
won from a Dhaka seat and
western Magura constituency
defeating their rivals fielded by
the Jamaat-e-Islami.

Roy is a member of the BNP’s
highest policy-making standing
committee while Chowdhury
is one of prominent vice pres-
idents of the party as well as a
senior advisor and strategist
for its top leadership.

The third minority MP-elect
is Saching Pru, a senior BNP
leader and follower of Buddhist
faith, representing Marma eth-
nic community in southeastern
hill district of Bandarban, from
where he was elected.

The fourth minority candi-
date, Dipen Dewan, belongs to
the Buddhist majority Chakma
ethnic minority group, who
won from a constituency in
southeastern Rangamati hill
district. However, his religious
identity is obscure with many
describing him as a Hindu.

Hindus make up about eight
per cent of the population in the
Muslim-majority country of 170
million people.

Dewan defeated an indepen-
dent Chakma candidate as his
nearest rival while Pru defeat-
ed a nominee of the student-led
National Citizen Party, which
was formed last year by the Stu-
dents Against Discrimination,
which led the mass protests
against ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina in August 2024.

Tarique Rahman to take
oath as Bangladesh’s
new PM Tuesday

Breaking with a long-standing tradition, the
swearing-in ceremony of the 60-year-old BNP
chairman would be held at the South Plaza of the
Parliament Complex instead of Bangabhaban

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, Feb 16: Tarique Rah-
man will take oath as the new
Prime Minister of Bangladesh
Tuesday after leading his party
to a forceful victory in the cru-
cial general elections.

Rahman’s Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) has
bagged 209 out of 297 seats,
while right-wing Jamaat-e-Is-
lami secured 68 seats in the
13th Parliamentary elections.
Deposed premier Sheikh Hasi-
na’s Awami League was barred
from contesting polls.

Breaking with a long-stand-
ing tradition, the swearing-in
ceremony of the 60-year-old
BNP chairman would be held
at the South Plaza of the Parlia-
ment Complex instead of Bang-
abhaban. President Mohammed
Shahabuddin will administer
the oath to the new cabinet
members at the South Plaza
of the Jatiya Sangsad Tuesday
afternoon, state-run BSS news
agency reported Monday.

“The Parliament Secretari-
at is set to hold the oath-taking
ceremony of the new cabinet
members at 4:00 pm tomorrow,”
Secretary of the Jatiya Sangsad
Secretariat Kaniz Maula said.

Earlier Tuesday, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner AMM Nasir
Uddin would administer the
oath to all newly elected mem-
bers of the parliament.

All 297 newly elected law-
makers of the 13th Jatiya Sang-
sad (JS) will “first take oath as
the members of parliament

Revellers attend the annual block party “Pena de Pavao de Krishna” during the Carnival festivities in Belo

Horizonte, Brazil

REUTERS

(MPs) and then as the members
of the Constitutional Reform
Council,” said a press release of
JS Secretariat. BNP has called
a parliamentary party meeting
at the Parliament Building at
11:30 am to elect the parliamen-
tary party leader.

“As the leader of the major-
ity party, our party chairman,
Tarique Rahman, will be the
Prime Minister,” said Salah
Uddin Ahmed, a member of the
standing committee of the BNP.

The Constitutional dictates -
immediately after their swear-
ing-in, the BNP MPs will elect
their leader who will be invit-
ed by the President to form the
government, a Bangabhaban
presidential palace official said
Monday.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
will represent India at the swear-
ing-in ceremony of Rahman. For-
eign Secretary Vikram Misri and
Secretary-General of Lok Sabha
Utpal Kumar Singh are also like-
ly to accompany Birla. Rahman
would become the prime min-
ister for the first time. He will
replace the interim government
chief Muhammad Yunus, under
whose tenure Dhaka’s relations
with New Delhi witnessed a sig-
nificant downturn.

Election campaigning
formally kicks off across
Nepal for March 5 polls

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kathmandu, Feb 16: Political
parties in Nepal Monday offi-
cially began campaigning for
the March 5 general elections.
Asrestrictions imposed by the
Election Commission (EC) on the
launch of the election campaign
ended Sunday night, candidates
started door-to-door visits, public
meetings and rallies. The EC des-
ignated February 16 to March 2 as
days for formal campaign activi-
ties, including public meetings,
rallies, processions, corner meet-
ings and the use of loudspeakers.
All types of campaigning must
stop from midnight March 2, 48
hours before the general election.
There are a total of 18,903,689
eligible voters for the election,
including 915,119 newly regis-
tered ones, compared to the last
parliamentary election in 2022.
The Lower House of Parlia-
ment has 275 lawmakers, of which
165 are elected through the first
past the post (FPTP) system or
direct voting while 110 are elect-
ed through proportionate voting.

UK eyes rapid ban on social media for under 16s

Scrutiny has since intensified
further after Elon Musk’s flag-
ship AI chatbot Grok was found
to be generating nonconsensual
sexualised images.

GLOBAL PRESSURE GROWS ON
SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS

Britain’s 2023 Online Safety
Act is one of the world’s strict-
est safety regimes, but it does
not cover one-to-one interac-
tions with AI chatbots unless
they share information with
other users, a loophole technol-
ogy minister Liz Kendall said
would soon be closed.

Britain cannot allow regula-
tory gaps to persist after the act
took nearly eight years to pass
and come into force, she said.

“I am concerned about these
Al chatbots... as is the prime
minister, about the impact
that’s having on children and
young people,” Kendall told

Times Radio, saying some chil-
dren were forming one-to-one
relationships with Al systems
that were not designed with
child safety in mind.

She said the government
would set out its proposals be-
fore June.

Speaking to British media
Monday, Kendall said tech

firms would be responsible for
ensuring their systems com-
plied with British law.

The government would also
consult on changes to bring in
automatic data-preservation
orders when a child dies, al-
lowing investigators to secure
key online evidence - a mea-
sure long sought by bereaved

e

—a Government proposal due
before June, Kendall says

—0a Consultation to examine
curbs on 'stranger pairing' in
gaming

—0a Automatic data-preservation
orders planned for child
death investigations

families. The consultation
would also consider powers
to curb “stranger pairing” on
gaming consoles and to block
the sending or receiving of
nude images.

The new measures will be in-
troduced as an amendment to
existing crime and child-pro-
tection legislation being con-
sidered by parliament.

While aimed at shielding
children, such measures often
have knock-on implications for
adults’ privacy and ability to

access services, and have led to
tension with the US over limits
on free speech and regulatory
reach.

Some major pornography
sites have blocked British us-
ers rather than carry out age
checks, but those blocks can be
circumvented by using readily
available virtual private net-
works, which the government
is considering restricting for
minors.

Many parents and safety
advocates back a social media
ban for children, but Kendall
said some child-protection
groups worry it could push
harmful activity into less reg-
ulated spaces or create a sharp
“cliff edge” at 16. She added
that the government still need-
ed to define legally what counts
as social media before any ban
can take effect.
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India's retail
‘ is an inspiring

story -- the
sector is poised
to expand into a
nearly Rs 200 lakh
crore opportunity
over the next decade

ABHEEK SINGHI | MD & SENIOR PARTNER, BCG

Real estate
is where
national

ambition becomes
real, through
homes that anchor |
dignity, workplac-
es that power productivity and in-
frastructure that enables mobility
and opportunity. In that sense, the
sector is not only shaping assets,
but also outcomes

PARVEEN JAIN I PRESIDENT, NAREDCO

As we are
‘ preparing
for the next

phase, we have
created a five-year
plan. The five-year
plan talks about
growing volumes to about
3 lakh units

ANURAG MEHROTRA | MD, JSW MG MOTOR

SHORT TAKES

™ violating standards:
Snapdeal fined I5L

New Delhi: The Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) has
imposed a penalty of Rs
5 lakh on e-commerce
platform Snapdeal for selling
toys that do not comply with
mandatory Bureau of Indian
Standards certification,
violating the Toys (Quality
Control) Order, 2020. A final
order against Snapdeal (Ace
Vector Limited) has been
issued after taking suo-motu
cognizance of the matter,
CCPA Chief Commissioner
Nidhi Khare told PTI. The
CCPA has also issued notices
- to other e-commerce entities
including Amazon and
Flipkart, along with sellers
such as Stallion Trading
Company and Electronics
Bazar Store, she said.

I Torrent Power to
buy L&T coal plant

Mumbai: India's Torrent
Power said Monday it will
buy a coal-fired power plant
operator in northern India
from Larsen & Toubro for Rs
68.89 billion ($759.48 million)
including debt as it seeks to
build capacity in the region.
Larsen & Toubro, whose unit
L&T Power Development will
execute the deal, will receive
Rs 36.61 billion for the sale
of plant operator Nabha
Power, it said in a separate
statement. Nabha operates
a 1,400-megawatt coal-fired
plant in India's northern
Punjab state and supplies
all its electricity to the state
power corporation under a
25-year contract.
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Claude Code may
have even grown
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3-MONTH HIGH

Trade deficit widens

Higher gold, silver
shipments drive imports
to highest so far this fiscal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: The coun-
try's exports rose marginally
by 0.61 per cent to $36.56 billion
in January, while trade deficit
widened to a three-month high of
$34.68 billion, government data
showed Monday.

Imports rose 19.2 per cent
- the highest so far this fiscal -
to a three-month high of $71.24
billion in January, driven by a
sharp rise in inbound shipments
of gold and silver due to higher
prices.

Gold imports surged 349.22
per cent to $12 billion during
the month under review, while
silver imports jumped by 127 per
cent to $2 billion.

India mainly imports the
yellow metal from Switzerland,
from where the inbound ship-
ments have climbed 836.85 per
cent to $3.95 billion in January.

0Oil imports, however, dipped
0.24 per cent to $13.4 billion in
January.

Cumulatively during
April-January 2025-26 fiscal, the
country's exports rose by 2.22 per
cent to $366.63 billion.

Imports grew 7.21 per cent to
$649.86 billion, leaving a trade
deficit of $283.23 billion during
the nine-month period of 2025-
26. The gap was $247.38 billion
in April-January 2024-25.

During April-January this
fiscal, the total exports are es-
timated at $720.76 billion as
against $679.02 billion recorded

Value of gold imports shot up in January on account of higher global prices

$15 billion
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TRADE DEFICIT:

$34.68 billion
IMPORTS (19.2% 4 ):

$71.24 billion

EXPORTS (0.61% 4 ):

$36.56 billion

in the same period of the previ-
ous fiscal.

The global trade has been dis-
rupted due to tariffs imposed by
the US. On India, the Trump ad-
ministration has levied a steep
50 per cent tariffs from August.
This is impacting the country's
outbound shipments from the
labour-intensive sectors, such
as apparel.

The US has removed a 25 per
cent tariff on Indian goods from
February 7. It will cut the re-
maining 25 per cent reciprocal

TPCODL's ‘Bill Pay & Win’
selects 500 consumers

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 16: TP
Central Odisha Distribution
Limited (TPCODL), a joint ven-
ture of Tata Power and the Gov-
ernment of Odisha, continues
to drive timely bill payments
and digital adoption through
its ‘Bill Pay & Win’ initiative.

The scheme recognises cus-
tomers with zero arrears who
consistently pay their electricity
bills on time via digital platforms,
reinforcing a culture of financial
discipline and convenience.

TPCODL selected 500 custom-
ers across six categories from
the July-December 2025 cycle.
Fifteen senior citizens from
Bhubaneswar participated in
the selection event held at TP-
CODL’s MDC.

Sharing his experience, cus-
tomer Rajendra Kumar Swain
said, “Digital payment is simple
and convenient—we scan the

QR code and pay via UPI. The
rebate for opting out of phys-
ical bills is an added benefit.
We now use this for both our
society and individual meters.”
Arvind Singh, CEO, TPCODL,
said, “At TPCODL, we are com-
mitted to enhancing custom-
er convenience and building
lasting relationships. The ‘Bill
Pay & Win’ scheme not only
promotes timely bill payments
and digital transactions but also
recognizes and rewards our re-
sponsible customers in a trans-
parent and engaging manner.”
Meanwhile, the Mega Bill
Pay & Win Scheme for Janu-
ary-March 2026 is already live,
offering customers another op-
portunity to win exciting prizes
and cashbacks. TPCODL has also
launched a focused digital pay-
ment campaign under the theme
‘No Line, Just Online’, strength-
ening its push toward seamless,
customer-friendly services.

The country’s exports remain
northwards both in goods
and services... We expect

to be in the vicinity of $860
billion overall exports in the
current fiscal. And in ser-
vices we expect to be over
$410 billion

RAJESH AGRAWAL I COMMERCE SECRETARY

tariffs to 18 per cent once a trade
agreement is finalised between
the two countries.

At the exports front, key sec-
tors such as petroleum, engi-
neering, electronics, iron ore,
marine and coffee have recorded
positive growth in January.

However, shipments of tea,
rice, spices, leather and leather
products, gems and jewellery,
chemicals, ready-made gar-
ments of all textiles, and plas-
tics have recorded negative
growth.

X SUFFERS GLOBAL OUTAGE

Elon Musk-run X Corp suffered a global outage,

including in India, as well as several other countries like
the US and the UK, Monday evening, with users unable to
access their accounts properly, and posts unable to load
on the platform. According to the outage detecting
portal Down Detector, the number of outage reports
surged to over 25,000. While 53 per cent of X app users
were unable to log into their accounts, 16 per cent of
website users reported issues

Buying in power,
hanking stocks
pushes equities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 16: Equity
benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty rebounded sharply by
nearly 1 per cent Monday, driv-
en by strong buying in power,
banking, and financial stocks
amid a mixed trend overseas.

Besides, a largely stable rupee
and global crude oil prices amid
US-Iran talks supported inves-
tors' sentiment, traders said.

Snapping its three-day de-
cline, the 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 650.39 points, or 0.79 per
cent, to close at 83,277.15. The
50-share NSE Nifty advanced
211.65 points, or 0.83 per cent,
to settle at 25,682.75.

A total of 2,565 stocks de-
clined, while 1,747 advanced,
and 184 remain unchanged on
the BSE. The market capitalisa-
tion of BSE-listed firms increased
by Rs 3,11,982.13 crore to Rs
4,68,58,625.33 crore ($5.17 trillion).

PowerGrid emerged as the
top gainer in the Sensex pack,
rising 4.45 per cent, followed
by HDFC Bank, Axis Bank,
NTPC, ITC, Asian Paints, Bajaj
Finserv, Bharti Airtel, Adani
Ports, Tata Steel, Kotak Mahin-
dra Bank, Reliance Industries
and State Bank of India.

On the other hand, Tech
Mahindra, Maruti Suzuki
India, Bajaj Finance, Trent,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Ti-
tan, Infosys, ICICI Bank, and
UltraTech Cement were the
laggards. BSE Midcap Select
Index rose 0.95 per cent, while
Smallcap Select Index slipped
0.16 per cent.

On the other hand, Consum-
er Discretionary and Auto were
the only laggards.

WPI inflation surges
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: Whole-
sale price inflation extended
upward momentum for the
third straight month, at 1.81
per cent in January, driven by
an uptick in prices of food, non-
food articles, and manufactured
items on a month-on-month ba-
sis, government data showed
Monday.

Wholesale Price Index (WPI)-
based inflation was 2.51 per
cent in January last year, while
in the previous month (Decem-
ber 2025), it was 0.83 per cent.

"Positive rate of inflation in
January 2026 is primarily due
to increase in prices of manu-
facture of basic metals, other
manufacturing, non-food arti-
cles, food articles, and textiles,
etc," the industry ministry said
in a statement.

According to WPI data, in-
flation in food articles was 1.55
per cent in January as against
deflation of 0.43 per cent in De-
cember.

In vegetables, inflation was

MCL Hirakud Int’l Half Marathon marks
participation of over 10,000 athletes

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, Feb 16: Mahanadi
Coalfields Limited (MCL) in col-
laboration with Sambalpur dis-
trict administration organised
the MCL Hirakud International
Half Marathon.

The historic event took place
at the iconic Hirakud Dam in
Sambalpur, Odisha, with a to-
tal prize purse of Rs 55 lakh,
drawing over 10,000 enthusias-
tic participants from across the
globe, including professional
marathon runners, fitness en-
thusiasts, young and old.

Participants from around 20
states of the country and inter-
national athletes from Kenya,
Nigeria, Bhutan, Nepal and oth-
ers participated in this historic
marathon.

Dharmendra Pradhan, Union
Minister of Education along
with Suresh Pujari, Revenue
Minister; Rabi Narayan Naik,
Minister of Panchayati Raj,
Rural Development and Drink-
ing Water; Suryabanshi Suraj,
Minister of Sports & Youth Ser-
vices, Government of Odisha;
MPs, MLAs flagged off the half

REow o

R
marathon.

Dignitaries from Coal India
limited, Uday Anant Kaole,
CMD MCL; Functional Direc-
tors of MCL, IG- Northern Re-
gion Odisha, District Collector
Sambalpur, Superintendent
of Police, Sambalpur; senior
officers from various districts
of Odisha and Padma Shri
awardees Krishna Patel and
Jitendra Haripal were present
on this occasion.

Participants showcased the
sportsmanship spirit, endur-
ance and determination in the
race featuring the 21km half
marathon, 10km run and 5km
run, making it competitive and

Rooftop solar push slowed by reluctant lenders, states

REUTERS
Singapore/Mumbai/Bhu-
baneswar, Feb 16: Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di's push to accelerate the roll-
out of rooftop solar power is
falling short of targets despite
heavy subsidies due to loan de-
lays and limited support from
state utilities, vendors and an-
alysts say.

The shortfalls represent the
latest challenge to India's ef-
forts to nearly double clean en-
ergy capacity to 500 gigawatts
by 2030, and come as the gov-
ernment plans to suspend clean
energy tendering targets amid
a mounting backlog of awarded
projects yet to be built.

Challenges to plans to in-
crease solar uptake may mean
India maintains its reliance on
coal-fired power.

India's Ministry for New and
Renewable Energy created its
subsidy programme for resi-
dential solar panel installations
in February 2024, covering up
to 40% of the costs.

mote the schemes could derail India’s efforts to transi-

‘ Banks' reluctance to lend and states" hesitance to pro-

tion away from coal
SHREYA JAI | LEAD ENERGY ANALYST, CLIMATE TRENDS

But residential installations
at 2.36 million are well below the
ministry's target of 4 million by
March, according to data from
the programme's website.

Roughly three in five rooftop
solar applications filed on the

scheme's website are yet to be
approved while about 7% have
been rejected, according to gov-
ernment data on the programme,
known as the PM Surya Ghar.
In a statement to Reuters about
the pending applications, the re-

M Loan delays and limited state
support hinder solar roll out

W State utilities fear revenue loss
from rooftop solar adoption

M About 60% of rooftop solar
applications not approved yet

newable energy ministry pointed
to accelerating installations which
have benefited over 3 million
households, and said the scheme
enables state-owned utilities tore-
duce subsidy payouts to keep resi-
dential power bills in check. "The
loan rejection rate varies across
states," the statement said.

Under PM Surya Ghar, con-
sumers apply and select a ven-
dor who handles paperwork
and arranges bank financing
for solar panels. After loan
approval and installation, the
vendor submits proof, after
which the government subsidy
is credited to the bank.
BANK DELAYS

However, banks have been
rejecting or delaying loans for

numerous reasons including
lack of documentation, which
they say is necessary to protect
public funds.

"We are working with the gov-
ernment to push for some stan-
dard documentation, because it
is necessary to avoid bad loans.
Currently if loans go bad, banks
can take away these panels but
what will we do with these pan-
els?" said a senior official.

Chamrulal Mishra, a solar
vendor in the eastern Indian
state of Odisha, said applica-
tions are often rejected because
the customer has missed elec-
tricity payments or because
land records are still in the
name of deceased relatives.

Residents there dispute the
claims that they have missed
payments, which they attribute
to administrative errors after
a change in utility ownership
decades prior. State-owned
utilities are also not promoting
rooftop solar as much, as they
are concerned about the loss of
revenue as sales move off the
electric grid.

fun for both seasoned athletes
and newcomers, transfroming
the scenic landscape of Hira-
kud into a vibrant celebration
of health, fitness and athletic
excellence.

Sonika and Panchanan Bera
stood as the overall winners and
bagged the top prize of Rs 5lakh
of the half marathon in female
and male categories respective-
ly. International athletes Nganga
George from Nigeria and Saron
Molla Yigzaw delivered stellar
performances, securing positions
among the top five finishers in
the respective categories. The
dignitaries awarded the winners
across the various categories.

_for 3 month on

trot
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6.78 per cent in January as
against deflation of 3.50 per cent
in December.

In the case of manufactured
products, WPI inflation inched
up to 2.86 per cent, as against
1.82 per cent in December.

Non-food articles category in-
flation spiked to 7.58 per cent in
January, against 2.95 per cent
in December.

Negative inflation, or defla-
tion, continued in the fuel and
power sectors, at 4.01 per cent
in January, as against 2.31 per
cent in December.

The country's retail infla-
tion inched up to 2.75 per cent
in January, data released last
week showed.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has reduced policy in-
terest rates by 1.25 percentage
points in the current fiscal year
as inflation remained low.

The RBI mainly tracks retail
inflation for deciding on bench-
mark interest rates. Earlier
this month, the RBI retained
key policy interest rates at 5.25
per cent.

Silver crashes 2%;
gold advances

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 16: Silver
prices declined by 2 per cent to
Rs 2.5 1akh per kilogram, while
gold increased by Rs 700 per 10
grams in the national capital
Monday.

According to the All India
Sarafa Association, the white
metal depreciated by Rs 5,000, or
1.96 per cent, to Rs 2,50,000 per
kilogram (inclusive of all taxes)
from Rs 2,55,000 per kg Friday.

However, gold of 99.9 per cent
purity advanced by Rs 700 to Rs
1,59,200 per 10 grams (inclusive
of all taxes) from the previous
close of Rs 1,58,500 per 10 grams.

"Silver began the week on a
softer note, as investors booked
profits after the weekend's rally.
However, ongoing central bank
purchases, heightened safe-hav-
en demand amid the correction
in tech and AI stocks, and a
weaker dollar index have helped
cushion the downside," Gaurvav
Garg, Research Analyst, Lem-
onn Markets Desk, said.

In the global market, spot
silver fell nearly 1 per cent to
$76.94 per ounce, while gold
slipped $40.10, or 1 per cent, to
$5,003.01 per ounce.

AM/NS India expands
value-added steel portfolio

POST NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai/ Delhi, Feb 16:
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel
India (AM/NS India) Monday
announced the strengthening
of its value-added portfolio
with AM/NS Vibrance and
AM/NS Optima - two world-
class, premium branded steel
solutions engineered to meet
the increasingly design-led
needs of Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs) across
appliance and industrial man-
ufacturing ecosystems.

With demand rising for steel
that combines consistent sur-
face quality, tight tolerances
and reliable performance at
scale, AM/NS India is expand-
ing its value-added portfolio
with branded offerings that
reduce reliance on imports
while making premium, in-
ternationally benchmarked
quality available domestically.

These two branded coated
offerings now form part of a
value added product portfolio

that includes Optigal®, Magne-
lis®, Optigal® Prime, Optigal®
Pinnacle, and others — each
validated for consistency, effi-
ciency, and durability across
diverse applications.

Ranjan Dhar, Director and
Vice President — Sales & Mar-
keting said, “The addition of
AM/NS Vibrance and AM/NS
Optima is a significant step in
expanding our branded steel
portfolio to support OEMs pro-
ductivity and value creation.
These two coated steel offer-
ings strengthen our position
as a preferred solution provid-
er with innovative, high-qual-
ity steel solutions in line with
our brand promise - ‘Smarter
Steels, Brighter Futures’. By
making world-class value-add-
ed steels available domestical-
ly, we are contributing to the
‘Make in India’ vision, while
enabling our customers to
build differentiated products
with confidence and gain com-
petitive advantage domestically
and globally.”
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Nissanka's ton takes SL into Super 8s

The opener scripts
history, becoming
only the second Sri
Lankan batter to
score a century in the
tournament

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pallekele (Sri Lanka), Feb
16: Opener Pathum Nissanka
Monday turned a tricky chase
into a walk in the park, his bel-
ligerent 52-ball 100 powering Sri
Lanka to an eight-wicket win
over Australia and securing
their place in the Super Eights
here.

Set a record target of 182 at
this venue, Sri Lanka rode on
Nissanka's unbeaten knock
and Kusal Mendis's 38-ball 51
to complete the task in 18 overs
and leave Australia's qualifica-
tion hopes hanging by a thread.

Pavan Rathnayake remained
not out on 28 off 15 balls.

Nissanka smashed 10 fours
and five sixes during his
match-winning knock.

Australia will now need
to win by a massive margin
against Oman in their final
match and rely on both Sri
Lanka and Ireland to beat
Zimbabwe to have any sort of
outside chance whatsoever.
In fact if Zimbabwe manage to
beat Ireland on Thursday, then
Australia will be knocked out
even before meeting Oman in
their last group league game.

Earlier, Mitchell Marsh and
Travis Head blazed away to ex-
plosive fifties before Sri Lanka
rallied to bowl out Australia
for 181.

Coming back into the playing
XI after missing the team's first
two matches of the tournament
due to an injury, Marsh got into
the act straightaway, clobber-
ing 54 in 27 balls.

Head was equally brutal
during his 29-ball 56, as the
opening duo added 104 runs in
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UCL PLAYOFFS

Real return to Benfica
for revenge mission

Madrid: With Kylian Mbappe back
in the squad, Real Madrid returns
to Portugal looking for some
payback against Jose Mourinho's
Benfica in the Champions League.
Three weeks after Mourinho's
team stunned his former club in

a 4-2 win that allowed Benfica to
qualify and kept the Spanish giant
from automatically reaching the
round of 16, the two teams will
meet again at the Stadium of Light
in the first round of the knockout
stage. Benfica got the goal it needed
to qualify thanks to a last-minute
header by goalkeeper Anatoliy
Trubin against Madrid, allowing it
to grab the 24th - and final - spot
for the knockout stage on goal
difference. Mbappe, who already has
38 goals for Madrid this season, will
be available again after he missed
the Spanish league match against
Real Sociedad at the weekend
because of discomfort on his knee.

Nervous PSG to
take on Monaco

Paris: PSG dropped out of the top
eight that automatically qualified
for the last-16 after a 1-1 home draw
against Newcastle in the last round
of the league phase, dropping it to
11th place. Paris Saint-Germain is
under pressure for the first time this
season and tensions have started
appearing. After failing to qualify,
last year's winner faces a playoff
against Ligue 1 rival Monaco. PSG
heads to Monaco for Tuesday's
first leg on the back of a 3-1 defeat
at Rennes, which allowed Lens to
reclaim top spot in Ligue 1. PSG is
also out of the French Cup and has
lost six games overall this season.
The Rennes defeat prompted

PSG's Ballon d'Or winner Ousmane
Dembele to question the attitude
of his teammates. Without giving
names, he suggested some players
are putting themselves first.
Dembele's comments led coach Luis
Enrique to issue a stern reminder
about keeping a united front. Luis
Enrique's strong man-management
has helped PSG become a far more
unified team. He made it clear that,
unlike previous seasons, there
would be no pampered players.

less than nine overs to set Aus-
tralia up for a 200-plus total.

But the Sri Lankans did
much better in the back 10, with
leg-spinner Dushan Hemantha
(8/37 in 4 overs) emerging as
the most successful bowler for
the home team. The last four
wickets fell for only six runs.

In the chase, Sri Lanka
copped an early blow when
Kusal Perera failed to connect
properly with a Marcus Stoinis
ball and ended up slicing it to
the deep backward point field-
er.

With 89 needed from 60 balls
and with nine wickets in hand,
Sri Lanka fancied their chances
of overhauling the target.

Earlier, the move to field first
backfired on the Sri Lankans
as Australia got off to a rollick-
ing start with Marsh and Head
marking their reunion with a
flurry of fours and sixes.

Following their 23-run defeat
to Zimbabwe, Australia began
the game in earnest, collecting
as many as 16 runs in the very

T20 WORLD CUP

I was just waiting for the
ball to come and play

to my strengths and I'm
happy that | got several
of those balls to those
strengths and then was
able to get those
boundaries

PATHUM NISSANKA | OPENER, SL

first over by Dushmantha Cha-
meera.

If the early onslaught by
Head and Marsh was not
enough, Sri Lanka suffered a
massive blow in the third over
when Matheesha Pathirana, the
23-year-old slinger, hobbled off
the field after suffering a ham-
string injury, leaving Dasun
Shanaka to complete the over.

However, Australia lost a
cluster of wickets thereafter
and from 104 for no loss, they
slipped to 130 for four and never
recovered from that.

Brief Scores

Australia 181 all out in 20
overs (Mitchell Marsh 54, Tra-
vis Head 56, Dushan Hemantha
3/37)lost to Sri Lanka 184/2 in
18 overs by 8 wickets (Pathum
Nissanka 100 not out, Kusal
Mendis 51)

England seal Super Eights bert

Kolkata: Will Jacks delivered a fiery all-round performance as
England overcame a spirited Italian fightback to beat them by 24 runs
and seal their Super Eights berth, in their T20 World Cup Group C clash
at Eden Gardens, here Monday. Opting to bat, England rode on Jacks'
scintillating unbeaten 53 off just 22 balls (4x6, 3x4) to pile up 202 for 7
-- their first 200-plus total of this edition. In reply, debutants Italy put
up a spirited display and threatened twice in the chase through Ben

Manenti's breathtaking assault (60; 25b) and a late flourish from Grant |

Stewart (45; 23b). But Jacks' maiden T20 World Cup fifty and his timely
breakthrough ensured the two-time champions stayed in control when
it mattered a nd bowled out their European rivals for 178 in 20 overs.

Omarzai powers Afghanistan
to first win of 2026 T20 WC

New Delhi: Azmatullah Omarzai produced an all-round show to power
Afghanistan to their first win of the 2026 T20 World Cup through a five-
wicket victory over United Arab Emirates here Monday. Omarzai first
returned with figures of 4/15 to help restrict UAE to 160 for 9. He then
played a match-winning cameo of 40 not out after Ibrahim Zadran scored
53 to take Afghanistan to their first win in the ongoing edition. For UAE,
Sohaib Khan scored his second consecutive fifty, smashing 68 off 48 balls
while Alishan Sharafu contributed 31-ball 40.

SPORTS P12

INDIAN SUPER LEAGUE

East Bengal crush
NorthEast United

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, Feb 16: A brace of
goals within six minutes in
the second half by Youssef Ez-
zejari and an injury-time strike
by Miguel Ferreira guided East
Bengal FC to a 3-0 win against
NorthEast United FC in Match
6 of the Indian Super League
(ISL) 2025-26 season, played at
the Vivekananda Yuba Bharati
Krirangan in Kolkata Monday.

Oscar Bruzon started Jeak-
son Singh alongside Anwar
Ali in the centre of the defence,
with Lalchungnunga shifted to
the right-back position and Jay
Gupta starting on the left flank.
Juan Pedro Benali gave a start
to Parthib Gogoi to lead the at-
tack for NorthEast United, with
Jithin M.S. and Jairo Samperio
supporting the youngster.

East Bengal were quick off
the blocks and put some ear-
ly pressure on the NorthEast
backline, pressing them high
up the pitch, which led to some
misplaced passes in the mid-
field. The wingbacks of East
Bengal pushed up high up the
pitch to provide support for Bi-
pin Singh and Nandha Kumar
on either wing.

The hosts, with all their pos-
sessions and energy, could not
create any genuine scoring
chances to trouble Gurmeet
in goal. On the other end, the
Highlanders were trying to use
the pace of Jithin and Parthib
to break the hosts' high-line of
defence, but the perfect ball was
lacking from the midfield.

After the half-time break,
Miguel Zabaco almost scored
an own goal while trying to in-

tercept Bipin Singh’s low cross.
The resultant corner was half
cleared, and Mohamad Rashid
took a first-time shot from the
edge of the box, which rattled
the crossbar, and the rebound
attempt by Miguel Ferreira
was saved by the goalkeeper.
The Red & Gold Brigade had a
good spell of play towards the
end of the first half, attacking
with purpose, but the North-
East defence contained them
as the first half ended goalless.

NorthEast had the better start
to the second half, with Jithin
once again using his raw pace to
make runs behind the East Ben-
gal backline, but with very little
output. On the other end, Mi-
guel Ferreira forced a save out
of Gurmeet after Bipin Singh
rolled in a well-timed cross into
the path of the Brazilian.

The Red and Gold Brigade
finally broke the Highlanders'
defence in the 65th minute of
the game. Jeakson found Bip-
in after a forward run, and the
winger kept his calm to swing
in a cross inside the box. Ez-
zejjari lost his marker to get to
the end of the cross and headed
the ball inside the goal for his
first goal in the league.

The Spaniard made his debut
memorable, scoring his second
within five minutes to take the
game away from NorthEast
United. Substitute Edmund
Lalrindika controlled the ball
well under pressure after re-
ceiving it from Anwar Ali. With
options in the middle of the box,
his lobbed pass deflected off Mi-
guel Zabaco and fell kindly to
Ezzejjari, who finished past the
goalkeeper with ease.

ODISHA BOY MAKES SENIOR INDIA DEBUT ON HOME SOIL

Rosan’s dream turns into reality

Off-colour Babar, Shaheen to
be dropped: Pak team source

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ]

Karachi, Feb 16: Pakistan is
set to drop senior players Babar
Azam and Shaheen Shah Afridi
from their next T20 World Cup
match against Namibia after
the duo's failure to come good
in the high-stakes game against
India in Colombo, a reliable
source in the team management
told PTI Monday.

The source said that Paki-
stan Cricket Board Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi conveyed his
displeasure over the team's
performance in the 61-run loss
to India to team manager Naved
Akram Cheema.

"The Chairman left the match
early at the Premadasa stadium
as it became obvious Pakistan
were going to face another de-
feat to India," the source said.

He said Naqvi, through a se-
nior PCB official, also conveyed
to the manager that such per-
formances in matches that mat-
ter were not understandable or
acceptable.

The source said head coach
Mike Hesson also spoke to the
players in the dressing room

and told them that they had not
played to their full potential.

"Late night the management
think tank decided enough was
enough and it was to bench
Babar and Shaheen and try out
Salman Mirza/Naseem Shah
and Fakhar Zaman against Na-
mibia on Wednesday," he said.

The source said that if the
changes prove to be successful,
Babar and Shaheen's World Cup
would be over as the management
is also keen to try out young Kha-
waja Nafay in the middle order.

Pakistan cannot afford any
slip-up against Namibia if
they want to qualify for the
super eight phase of the tour-
nament. The team defeated
lower-ranked USA and the
Netherlands before the heavy
loss to India.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Feb 16: As the In-
dian Men’s Hockey Team took
the field against Argentina in
the FIH Men's Pro League 2025-
26 Rourkela Leg here Sunday,
local midfielder Rosan Kujur
earned his milestone moment.
After impressive performances
in the junior ranks, the young
talent made his senior India de-
but today on his home turf, real-
izing a dream he has nurtured
since his days at the Panposh
hostel.

For Rosan, wearing the India
jersey for the first time in front
of his own people is a special
feeling.

“For me, it is a proud mo-
ment to have the chance to be
in the Senior team in my own
state,” says Rosan. “Playing in
front of the home crowd, the
people who saw me grow up
in the hostel will see how far
I have reached. It inspires the
younger boys watching; they
feel that if I can do it, they can
do it too.”
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Rosan’s journey to this
a8 debut has been steady
¢ and determined. He first
! —_ got noticed in
the Sub-Junior
Nationals in
&\ 2009, Later,
4 . during his
\ time at
\ the Odi-
) sha Na-
val Tata
" High Per-
\ formance
. Centre, his
o/ coaches saw
" his  natural
speed and
ball

' con-

trol. They transitioned him
from a defensive role to an at-
tacking midfielder—a change
that fast-tracked his growth
through the junior ranks.

His recent experience in the
Hero Hockey India League with
the champion Vedanta Kalinga
Lancers also played a massive
role in his readiness. Playing
alongside international stars
taught him how to handle pres-
sure and improved his tactical
understanding.

Coming off a Bronze medal
win at the Junior World Cup
and a strong Hero HIL season,
Rosan knows the senior level
is a step up. He credits senior
players like Manpreet Singh
and PR Sreejesh for helping
him understand the high stan-
dards required.

“I was told that performing
well here is the final step. If I
don't seize this, I would have to go
back and climb two or three steps
again. That motivation drives
me to match the intensity of the
experienced players and prove I
belong here,” Rosan added.

Curling controversy widens as Britain joins Canada

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cortina D'ampezzo (Italy),
Feb 16: The curling contro-
versy at the Winter Olympics
widened as increased surveil-
lance of the matches resulted in
the removal of a stone thrown
by the British men's team for
the same alleged violation that
burned the Canadians two days
in arow.

In the ninth end of Britain's
round-robin game against
Germany, officials said Scot-
tish curler Bobby Lammie had
touched a stone after releasing
it down the ice. Such "dou-
ble-touching" is against the
rules. Britain won the match
9-4. Until Sunday, the allega-

tions had been limited to Ca-
nadian curlers, who represent
one of the world's most fervent
fan bases.

The controversy began Fri-
day night with an allegation
against the Canadian men by
their Swedish opponents; a day
later, a stone was removed from
the Canadian women's match
against Switzerland. Videos
circulating on social media ap-
peared to show both Canadian
curlers double-touching the
rocks but both teams denied
wrongdoing.

On Saturday, World Curling
directed two umpires to move
between the four matches
during each round, monitoring
play. That policy was in place

INTER OLYMPICS

when violations were called on
Lammie and Canada's Rachel
Homan.

But the federation backped-
aled on Sunday night, announc-
ing that it would keep the two

umpires who had been moni-
toring the games available at
teams' request - but that they
would not be sent to monitor
games by default.

Some curlers said the dou-
ble-touching infraction had
never been called out with this
level of intensity in past com-
petitions and it can be difficult
to tell if someone is guilty of it.
World Curling does not use vid-
eo replays for reviewing penal-
ties during games.

Curlers are split over intro-
ducing video replays

Olympic curlers had varying
opinions on whether umpires
- like those in other sports -
should begin using video re-
plays to adjudicate disputes or

verify calls.

"If they bring that in, I think
it probably disrupts the speed
of play," said Johanna Heldin,
the alternate for the Swedish
women's team. "We've always
been a game that tries to play
by the rules and have that high
sportsmanship level, so hope-
fully we can figure that back
out."

U.S. women's curlers had a
different view. Tara Peterson
said she'd "absolutely" support
video replay.

"There's instances where an
instant replay would be huge,"
she said.

"I feel like there's a lot of oth-
er sports that do it," said her
sister, skip Tabitha Peterson.
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