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In big league

Actor Alia Bhatt has
been named as one
of the presenters at
79th BAFTA
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Ukraine-Russia talks

Negotiators from Ukraine and
Russia begin two days of
US-mediated peace talks in
Geneva Tuesday
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Markets rise for 2nd day

Stock markets close higher for the
second straight session Tuesday,
driven by gains in bank, IT and
capital goods shares
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Australia eliminated

Australia and Ireland get eliminated
from the T20 WC after Zimbabwe’s
match against Ireland washed

out due to rain
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TARIQUE RAHMAN
NEW B’DESH PM

DHAKA: Tarique Rahman was
sworn in as the new Prime
Minister of Bangladesh Tuesday,
days after leading Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) to

a forceful

victory in

the crucial

elections.

President

Mohammed
Shahabuddin administered the
oath of office to Rahman at South
Plaza of the Jatiya Sangsad
instead of Bangabhaban, in a
departure from a long-standing
tradition. Earlier in the day,
Rahman was elected as leader
of the parliamentary party by
BNP lawmakers. P10
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GLOBAL

The goal of this summit, like all
other summits, is the same...how
to enhance our leader’s image

UP IN FLAMES: Smoke and flames billow out of a coach of the New Delhi-Chennai Grand Trunk Express that
caught fire while heading towards Sindi railway station in Wardha district of Maharashtra, Tuesday pxoro: pn

Hardeep had 14 meetings with Epstein: Cong

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: The
Congress Tuesday accused
Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri of “lying” on the
controversial ‘Epstein files’
issue, and asked the BJP
leader to come clean on the
“62 email exchanges” and
“14 meetings” he had with
convicted American sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein
between 2014 and 2017.

The party also reiterated
its demand that Puri must
resign immediately. Puri

has, however, denied all
the charges levelled at him.

“Between 2014 and 2017,
there were 62 email ex-
changes between Hardeep
Puri and Epstein. Apart
from that, what was dis-
cussed in the meetings
June 5, 6, 8 and 9, Septem-
ber 19, 23 and 24, and Octo-
ber 9 and 10 in 2014?” Con-
gress’ media and publicity
department head, Pawan
Khera, asked at a press
conference here.

“Puri wrote 32 emails
while Epstein sent him 30

emails. There were 14 meet-
ings, which began soon after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi came to office in 2014,
and went on till 2017.

“The question is - what
position did Hardeep Puri
hold in June 2014, and in
what capacity did he meet
Epstein?” Khera asked.

The Epstein files are thou-
sands of pages of documents
related to two criminal in-
vestigations into sex traf-
ficking by financier Jeffrey
Epstein and his accomplice
Ghislaine Maxwell.
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1,113cr for biotech

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: Ina
significant move to position
Odisha as a biotechnology
hub, Governor Hari Babu
Kambhampati announced
a comprehensive plan to
strengthen research, inno-
vation and entrepreneur-
ship in the biotechnology
sector under which the
state government will invest
%1,113.50 crore in a period of
five years.

The announcement, made
during his inaugural address
to the Assembly, outlines a
five-year strategy aimed at
accelerating scientific ad-
vancement and boosting the
bio-economy.

The state government will
invest %1,113.50 crore over
five years under an umbrella
scheme titled ‘Development
of Biotechnology’.

The ambitious pro-
gramme, which will be
implemented from 2025-26
to 2029-30, will have 17 sub-
schemes. The initiative is de-
signed to enhance research
infrastructure, promote in-
dustry-academia collabora-
tion, and foster biotechnol-

ogy-led enterprises across
Odisha. As part of its focus
on marine sciences, the state
government launched the
Odisha Marine Biotechnol-
ogy Research and Innova-
tion Corridor (OMBRIC) in
August 2025.

To strengthen this ini-
tiative, memorandums
of understanding (MoUs)
have been signed with six
state partner institutes, the
National Institute of Ocean
Technology (NIOT), Chen-
nai, as the national knowl-
edge partner, and James
Cook University as the inter-
national knowledge partner.

Further advancing the
state’s bio-economy road-
map, the Governor said an
agreement has also been
signed with Indian Institute

KEY TAKEAWAYS

B The ambitious programme
‘Development of
Biotechnology’ that will be
implemented from 2025-26
to 2029-30 comprises
17 sub-schemes

® Land acquisition is
underway in Puri for the
establishment of a regional
centre of NIOT, which will
house a marine coastal
observatory

of Management Sambalpur
to prepare Odisha’s first
Bio-Economy Report.

The report will assess
the economic contribution
of biotechnology-driven in-
dustries and chart a future
growth strategy.

Additionally, land acqui-
sition is underway in Puri
for establishing a regional
centre of NIOT, which will
house a marine coastal ob-
servatory. The proposed
centre is expected to support
advanced oceanographic re-
search, strengthen disaster
resilience, and promote sus-
tainable coastal ecosystem
management.
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Over 4 lakh to sit
for Plus Il exams

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17:
A total of 4,01,623 students
will appear for the Plus II
examinations beginning
February 18, even as elab-
orate arrangements have
been made for the conduct
of the crucial annual test.

The Annual Higher Sec-
ondary Examination-2026,
conducted by the Council
of Higher Secondary Edu-
cation (CHSE), Odisha, will
continue till March 28.

Out of the more than 4.01
lakh students, 2,56,707 are
from Arts stream, 1,14,363
from Science, 24,621 from
Commerce, and 5,932 from
Vocational Education, ac-
cording to the CHSE.

The authorities have
set up 211 examination
management hubs, 1,357
examination centres and
seven sub-centres across
the state for the smooth
conduct of the examina-
tions.

Elaborate security mea-
sures, including Al-enabled
CCTVs, have been put in
place to ensure fair and
malpractice-free examina-
tions.
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Hollywood actress Gwyneth Paltrow loves her Hollywood actress Carmen Electra has

kitchen throughout the year. The Marty Supreme opened up on her potential next date.
u star shared the latest iteration of her “Boyfriend The actress has shared that she wants

Breakfast”. In the cooking clip, the actress bakes to date an artiste. The 53-year-old is

a gluten-free quiche. She wrote in the caption, currently single but believes the key

“Valentine’s #boyfriendbreakfast, gluten-free to a successful relationship is to enjoy

broccoli, onion, and sausage quiche. Extra love”. being around a partner.

Ii.m.l' \ .ﬁ-&m Alla London: The British Academy M Vu V\a( OV\ (Ove)s digl'ta{ dl'{ ZW\VV\a

.. [\ » C oins 7 9th Tuesday announced the full list
‘ A G aneshaSpeaks.com J of presenters at the upcom- Mumbai: Actress Mrunal Thakur, who  not to bring my characters home,” the
ing BAFTA (British Academy is gearing up for the release of her up-  actress said.
accuracy e reliability o trust B AF T A as of Film and Television Arts) coming film Do Deewane Sehar Mein, Do Deewane Seher Mein stars Sidd-
Awards 2026. While Alan Cum- has said that love in modern timesfaces ~ hant Chaturvedi, Sandeepa Dhar, and
res enter ming will host the ceremony on the biggest challel.lge of communication. Ayesha Raza. Thg film, pro@uced by Zee
H ARIES p Sunday, Alia Bhatt has been an- The actress said that the age of the  Studios, Bhansali Productions, Sanjay
You will experience a nounced as one of the presenters, Internet has led to exhaustion because Leela Bhansali, Prerna
profound connection with alongside Cillian Murphy and Kate of the endless options. Singh, Umesh Kumar

the cosmos today. And you

will be very grateful to the almighty for Hudson. The only problem today is com- Bansal and Bharat

showering his grace on you. Your love Other names includes Aaron Pierre, Aimee munication. And as an actor, it Kumar Ranga
for your kith and kin deepens today, says Lou Wood, Alicia Vikander, Bryan Cranston, David gets even more difficult because in association
Ganesha, and you will spend Jonsson, Delroy Lindo, Emily Watson, Erin Doherty, sometimes if I am playing an with Ravi Ud-
extravagantly on them. Ethan Hawke, Gillian Anderson, Glenn Close, Mag- actor who requires me to be in yawar Films.
ececsssscessssscesscscsecee gie Gyllenhaal, Mia McKenna-Bruce, Michael B. amental state of mind, which is The film is

Jordan, Miles Caton, Monica Bellucci, Noah Jupe, not really on a positive side, it set to release
Il TAURUS Olivia Cooke, Patrick Dempsey, Regé-Jean Page, might reflect on how I am with on February

This is not one of those easy Riz Ahmed, Sadie Sink, Stellan Skargard, Stormzy my partner or in that case, be my 20, 2026.

and carefree days. You are and Warwick Davis. family and friends. But as s
in for a lot of mental anguish. The mental Emma Baehr, Executive Director of an actor, I speak for

pressure you feel, you will realise, is Awards and Content, said, “It’s especial- myself, I

of your own making. Unless you make ly exciting to have such an impressive try

radical changes in your basis outlook,
mental tensions are likely to hecome an
everyday affair. You need to face and

line-up of presenters joining us on the
night, representing the very best of

accept things as they are. film and the wider creative indus-
tries.”

The Academy also announced
Il GEMINI a long list of nominees, including

) i Jacob Elordi, Leonardo DiCaprio,
:v?fhr)?gj:rfeaﬁiﬂlon%arﬁgpsg Timothee Chalamet, Chloé Zhao,
will receive an impetus today Teyana Taylor, Emma Stone, Jesse
and you will set out to schedule your Plemons, Paul Thomas Anderson, and
itinerary. It is a good time for travel and Rose Byrne. acences

you will be able to more than satisfacto-
rily execute your travel plans within your
budget, says Ganesha.

Regena’.s bitter

[l CANCER

You think you are smart,
You will be most certainly
savouring the positive aspects of your

life. Sometimes, it is quite possible
that you find yourself at the end of

‘‘'m a serial

monogamist’

your wits. You had better sit together Mumbai: Actor Regena Cassandrra had more

with your spouse and thrash out per- than a decade of experience working in

sonality clashes and private quarrels, Tamil and Telugu before she ven- Mumbai: Fatima Sana Shaikh was recently seen

suggests Ganesha. tured into Bollywood with getting candid about her approach to relationships

Ceeceecccceccccsssccsesssss | the2019film EE Ladki Ko and the realities of dating in the public eye. In a

Dekha Toh Aisa Laga. recent conversation with Cosmopolitan India, the

] . LEO However, the actor actor described herself as a “serial monogamist,”

Today may not be the best says that multiple times revealing that she has largely been in long-term

time to mess with you, she has been made to feel relationships.

considering the aura of . foreign in the industry, I'm a serial monogamist (‘T've mostly been in

invincibility that you possess. Be it a just because she’s from very long-term relationships’),” she said,

game, a competition, or an argument, you the South. “A lot of

will have the edge over others in every offering a glimpse into her personal

sphere, says Ganesha. Also, you may people treated me in a gle- life. _However, she a_llso admitte_d that
come across people with whom you will rogatory manner, not just dating as a celebrity comes with its
have personal differences, and those who with words, but with actions. It’s own set of challenges. Reflecting on
will try to change your fortunes. sort of a derogatory outlook towards her experiences over the past decade
ceccccccsscesscsscsssssssne me. And, I mean, anyone would be in the spotlight, Shaikh noted that
B VIRGO able to tell that I was being put fame can often complicate genuine
down in a certain way. I did feel it. connections. “You either have some-
Appreciate the things that So1did have some inhibitions in one who has preconceived notions of
people do and try your best to the North. But, having said that, what an actor is like or they are just too
] L"rsé’l'l::iézg”;‘_Esaég':e‘!’:hgr%t{ on your it’s not always the case, right?” intimidated,” she shared. According to the
thinking cép and contemr;late seriously. she gdds. actress, navigating these perceptions has not
SimpI)I/ cri}iﬁisirtljg gthers will only Jlﬂrt you. 4 Given ﬂ}l{atl.l;egelr;a has alvgaysltl)_een e&sy.d date .
Be as level-headed as you can and keep one work like Kesari ecalling a blind date from a few years ago,
pegging on towards your targets. Chapter 2, Rocket Boys, Far- Shaikh described how the interaction quickly
zi, and Jaat over the years, took an unexpected turn. “He was asking a lot
frestoereesneeeeeeerstttt® | how did she tackle this one? of questions and it didn’t feel like a conversa-
. LIBRA “I’'m a very nurturing person, tion. At one point, I could hear myself giving
so when I'm around people, diplomatic answers and that was the end of
Today is an important day I feel like they see that side that date,” she revealed.
folr yt%u, and y°‘|‘.¥‘“” learn h of me. Irrespective of the The anecdote highlights the fine line public
3,00:'( ;?ornty%ﬂrsi:]eesgapr;rrﬁefsv a/r;llog)}teid industry I'm in, I somehow figures often walk between personal authenti-
their best f)ossible cooperation to you. malfe. it feel like home,” she city and guarded responses. AGeNciEs
Your chances of winning in cut-throat exXplains. acences

competitions are very bright today,
predicts Ganesha.

Il SCORPIO FUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
Focus is the buzzword for po '[ manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

you; your eyes should be CROSSWO RD the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

set on the things you aim, I PEANUTS

advises Ganesha. You may even indulge
into some kind of research work. Today,
you may bump into an old pal with whom

you relive those good old school days and 2 4 8 ? 3

rejuvenate yourself.

3| (1] [2]9] 5
Il SAGITTARIUS 1 315189

You will be your usual self

today, frank and precise.

You are all ears for what

your life partner has to say. This
will make them feel special! Ac-
cording to Ganesha, be patient and
carry out your work gracefully.

ICALV'N AND HOBBES
Il CAPRICORN

Your grand orchestration WE ARE A FIERCE AND KEEP A SHRRP IO0KOUT, | OF COURSE MOT, DUMWY ! WERE
may not come to fruition, and ﬁll_i MATEY. WE WANT NG A MIRDEROUS BImCH OF

SOLUTIONS

'fa

DIRTY BAND OF | iy
even your best-laid plans may CUTTUROAT PIRNIES! p | SISSY GRISONOURSHP! | AIRATES, REMEMBER Y |4
go awry, says Ganesha. Squabbles with 3 :
people over petty issues will add to your é ;

growing vexation; keep calm and you'll ﬁm;
handle all of it just fine. » 7 o)
P ! [
3 )

. AQU ARIUS B £ Copyright ©20261 PuzzleJunction.com ;

d il | i Across 19 Refinement 5 Take a powder wn
Z)?p:rxayfouu\;vrl\owg}: (t)? ﬂ E 1 Some soccer 21 French buddy 6 Rant and rave n
knowledge. You will give a players 43) 2,7 o
B%lﬁl:iﬂghthtao%o%re ?spggzggrt]; a?;ioﬁgrlgg 5 Heroic tales 22 1t’s usually 7 Kind of cat 5
will not bg able trouble you as.you wil 8 He was found in overstuffed 11 Modity an auto, —
able to turn them into your advantage. I BREV' I “ Hamelin (4,5) (4,5) maybe
You are clever, talented and have all that 9 Large snake 24 Partofanact 13 Large spotted
i i . . 7
it takes tofly high. 10 They’re found on 25 Nappies wearer felines of cl 9]61213)8 /411
feet tropical America HEI B El LA E
B PISCES 12 Bookstore Down 15 Tempted 1l6)3)7|814)5/9)2
Financial bearings wil be at section 1 Stares 16 Kind of printer HEIDBEIE L
the fore front of your attention 13 Motley fool 2 Wonderment 18 Corpulent plus 2 2la|1]z|2|6fj4|5]|7
today, feels Ganesha. Bank ac- 14 Rap session? 3 Stalemate 20 Miscue o slslalz]l7lalzl1l9
counts, stocks, loans and other such things . p
will dominate your thoughts and words. 9 17 Fool around (4,3) 4 Top of the line 23 Feel fluish a 5lalz2l21011161715
Earning money will be your primary goal ]
and you will focus on those methods that W N A ER
will be most profitable to you, today. CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW — ala|sl4|5|7)1|2|8
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Odisha court orders seizure of
32.5¢cr assets of retired engineer

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17:
Following the conviction of
aretired executive engineer
and his wife for amassing
assets disproportionate to
their known sources of in-
come, a Special
Vigilance Court

Seized assets

ak, a retired Executive En-
gineer of the RW Division,
Umerkote in Nabarangapur
district.

According to Vigilance
sources, the seized assets
include a multi-storeyed
building in Rayagada, two
buildings in
Nabarangpur,

in Bhubaneswar include a and three land
has ordered the multi-storeyed plots — one in
confiscation of building in Rayagada town
their properties Rayagada, two and two in Naba-
worth over 2.5 buildings in rangpur town —
crore. Nabarangpur, three = along with bank

The ruling land plots (one deposits and
reinforces Odi-  jn Rayagada, two ~ gold ornaments.
sha’s  ongoing  jn Nabarangpur), Nayak and
push to curb  aiong with bank ~ his spouse were
illicit w_ealth deposits and gold charge-shee‘geq
accumulation ornaments by the Vigi-
and strengthen lance depart-
transparency in ment under

public service.

The Confiscation Court
(Authorised Officer, Spe-
cial Court, Vigilance, Bhu-
baneswar) Tuesday ordered
the seizure of disproportion-
ate assets worth 2,50,44,029
belonging to Simadri Nay-

Chikiti PEO consumes
poison, dies at hosp

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur/Chikiti/
Berhampur, Feb 17:
Chikiti panchayat exec-
utive officer (PEO) Dan-
dapani Patra, who had
consumed poison after
facing sexual harassment
charges by additional te-
hsildar Saswati Sarangi,
succumbed at MKCG Med-
ical College and Hospital,
Berhampur Tuesday.

Reports said a mara-
thon was being organ-
ised from Surla Square
to Jagapur Square on the
inaugural day of Sunapur
Beach Festival February
3. Both the officials - Pa-
tra and Sadangi - were
assigned duties during
the beach festival be-
tween February 3 and 5.
However, the additional
tehsildar filed a sexual
harassment complaint
(56/2026) at Golanthara
police station against the
PEO February 3 evening.

Unable to bear the in-
sult, Patra, who got a po-
lice summon to appear Feb
4, consumed poison at his
Jagadalpur residence in
Berhampur. Patra fell un-
conscious prompting his
family members to shift
him to MKCG MCH where
he died Tuesday.

Sections 13(2) read with
13(1)(e) of the Prevention
of Corruption Act, 1988,
along with Section 109 of
the Indian Penal Code, for
possessing assets dispro-
portionate to their known
sources of income.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17:
Legislators of Opposition
BJD and Congress staged
a walkout from the Assem-
bly Tuesday during the
address of Governor Hari
Babu Kambhampati, who
called the state the nation's
“growth engine”.

The Opposition MLAs
claimed there was no
coherence between the
Governor’s claim and the
ground reality. The Budget
Session began with the sing-
ing of the national anthem
and song, with the Opposi-
tion bench cooperating for
around an hour.

However, Congress and
BJD members later staged
a walkout in protest against
the Governor’s claims in the
speech.

The Governor, who be-
gan his speech with the
traditional greeting of ‘Jai
Jagannath’, said Odisha will
become the “growth engine”
of a developed India.

“QOdisha is no longer wait-
ing to be recognised; it is
ready to thrive, bloom and
lead as the growth engine
of ‘Viksit Bharat’,” he said.

TESTING TIMES: Students enter the exam hall at DAV Public School, Pokhariput in Bhubaneswar, as the CBSE examinations begin, Tuesday

ODISHA IS NO
LONGER
WAITING TO BE

RECOGNISED; IT
IS READY TO THRIVE,
BLOOM AND LEAD AS
THE GROWTH ENGINE OF
‘VIKSIT BHARAT’

HARI BABU KAMBHAMPATI |
GOVERNOR

He said the Odisha gov-
ernment has prepared a
comprehensive vision doc-
ument for 2036, when the
state turns 100; and 2047,
marking a centenary of In-
dia's Independence.

“Prime Minister Nar-
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1ST DAY OF BUDGET SESSION

Oppn stages walkout

endra Modi, June 20, 2025,
unveiled a vision document,
which targets transforma-
tion of Odisha into USD
500-billion economy by 2036
and USD 1.5-trillion econo-
my by 2047, increasing the
state's contribution to the
country's GDP from 3 per
cent to 5 per cent, with aver-
age growth rising from 7 per
cent to 9.5 per cent through
reforms,” the Governor
said. He also highlighted the
government’s commitment
to building a ‘Samruddha
(prosperous) Odisha’, with
major infrastructure, indus-
trial and welfare initiatives
underway.

He credited Modi with ex-

tending significant central
support and approving key
projects for the state.

The Governor’s speech
highlighted a comprehen-
sive development agenda fo-
cused on industrial growth,
infrastructure modernisa-
tion, and technological ad-
vancement, reaffirming the
state government’s commit-
ment to transforming Odis-
ha into a major contributor
to India's growth.

He said the state govern-
ment is grateful to the Union
government for approving
two state-of-the-art semi-
conductor manufacturing
units in the state under the
India Semiconductor Mis-
sion, involving an invest-
ment of over 32,066 crore.
“Infrastructure is a silent
enabler of every dream of
Samruddha Odisha, 2036,”
Kambhampati said.

He highlighted Odisha's
strong position in the steel
sector and said the state
currently has 55 steel plants
with an annual production
capacity of approximately
45 million tonnes, account-
ing for nearly 23 per cent
of the country's total steel
production.

Assembly polls for 4
states likely in April

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: As-
sembly elections in West
Bengal, Assam, Tamil Na-
du, Kerala and the Union
Territory of Puducherry
could be held on various
dates in April for which
the schedule is likely to
be announced in the mid-
dle of March, officials said
Tuesday.

The Election Commis-
sion (EC) would announce
the dates of the Assembly
polls together “sometime
in middle of March” and
elections could take place
on different dates in April,
they added.

The terms of the five As-
semblies end on different
dates in May and June.

While the five-year term
of Puducherry ends June
15, the terms of Assam,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal end May 20,
23, 10 and seven respec-
tively.

The poll authority has
already started touring
the poll-bound states and is
already in Assam to assess
poll preparedness.

Last time, Assembly
polls in West Bengal were

held in eight phases — by
far the maximum. In As-
sam, elections were held
in two phases, and in a sin-
gular phase in Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and Puducherry.

Of the poll-bound Assem-
blies, Puducherry was the
first one to publish its final
electoral roll February 14
as part of the ongoing spe-
cial intensive revision of
electoral rolls.

Tamil Nadu was set to
publish its post-SIR final
poll roll Tuesday, while
Kerala will do so Febru-
ary 21.

West Bengal’s final vot-
ers’ list will be published
February 28.

In Assam, where a ‘spe-
cial revision’ of electoral
rolls took place in place of
SIR, the final list was pub-
lished February 10.

Separately, in Guwahati,
political parties of Assam
Tuesday urged EC to hold
the Assembly polls in ei-
ther a single or a maximum
of two phases.

The full bench of EC, led
by CEC Gyanesh Kumar,
is on a visit to Assam to
review preparedness for
the forthcoming elections
in the northeastern state.

Rayagada:

OP PHOTO

3 killed as

bike hits parked tanker

POST NEWS NETWORK

Tikiri, Feb 17: Three bikers,
including two minors, were
killed after their motorcycle
rammed into a tanker parked
on the roadside near a petrol
pump here under Kashipur
block in Rayagada district,
police said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Narendra Jhodia,
25, and two minors, Bipin
Jhodia, 14, and Tunu Jho-
dia, 15, all from Mahatput
Khurigaon village under
Tikiri police limits.

According to officials,
the trio was traveling from
Tikiri toward Gorakhpur
around 1lpm Monday,
when the rider allegedly
lost control and hit the
tanker.

Locals rushed them to a
private hospital in Ushapa-

da. One was declared dead
on arrival, while the other
two were shifted to Rayaga-
da district headquarters
hospital (DHH), where they
succumbed to their injuries
Tuesday.

Tension prevailed in the
village following the inci-
dent as residents staged a
road blockade around 9 am,
Tuesday, demanding com-
pensation for the bereaved
families. The protest was
lifted at about 10:30am, after
Rayagada Sub-Collector Ra-
mesh Chandra Jena reached
the spot and assured finan-
cial assistance from the ad-
ministration.

Villagers also demanded
strict action against the il-
legal parking of vehicles on
roadsides. Police have reg-
istered a case and launched
an investigation.

P3

Al expo powerful
convergence of
ideas: PM Modi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: India
Al Impact Expo 2026 was
a powerful convergence of
ideas, innovation and intent,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said Tuesday.

PM Modi Monday inaugu-
rated the Expo here featuring
more than 600 high-potential
startups and 13 country pa-
vilions showcasing interna-
tional collaboration in the Al
ecosystem.

“India AI Impact Expo
2026 was a powerful conver-
gence of ideas, innovation
and intent. It showcased the
extraordinary potential of
Indian talent in shaping the
future of Artificial Intelli-
gence for global good,” PM
Modi wrote on X.

The PM also said that
above all, the Expo reaf-
firmed India's commitment
to harnessing Al responsi-
bly, inclusively and at scale
for human progress.

The Expo brings togeth-
er global technology firms,
startups, academia and re-
search institutions, central
and state governments and
international partners. The
Expo is hosting more than 300
curated exhibition pavilions
and live demonstrations.

BRIDE-TO-BE KILLED
IN ROAD MISHAP

Jharsuguda/Brajarajnagar:
A young woman, set to be
married next month, was
killed in a road accident while
returning from distributing
her wedding invitations. Her
brother sustained critical
injuries and was shifted to
Burla for advanced treatment.
The deceased has been
identified as Hirabati Rohidas
of Bheluanmunda village,
Sundargarh district, while
her brother Niranjan Rohidas
remains in serious condition.
According to reports, the
accident occurred Tuesday
morning near Ghusuramunda
in Jharsuguda Sadar block.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: Con-
solidation of multiple central
labour laws into four codes sim-
plifies the regulatory structure,
enhances worker welfare, and
supports ease of doing business
and employment growth, said
Ministry of Labour and Em-
ployment (ML&E) Union Sec-
retary Vandana Gurnani at a
two-day regional conference
of Labour, Employment and
Industry secretaries of states
and Union Territories (UTs)
here Tuesday.

Setting the context of the
conference, Gurnani described
the Labour Codes as historic
reforms designed to align In-
dia’s labour framework with
evolving national and global
economic dynamics.

The conference was inaugu-
rated by Labour and Employ-
ees’ State Insurance Minister of
State (I/C) Ganesh Ram Singh-
Kkhuntia. Senior officials from
participating states and UTs
were present at the event.

In his inaugural address,
Khuntia welcomed dele-
gates from Odisha, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
and Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, noting that the country
stands at a crucial juncture
with the Labour Codes having
been brought into effect. He
expressed gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
ushering in transformative la-
bour reforms aimed at strength-
ening labour governance.

Highlighting Odisha’s pre-
paredness, he said Odisha has
taken proactive steps, includ-
ing publishing draft rules for
timely implementation of the
codes. He also spoke about

NAMASTE & GARIMA

Odisha strengthens
sanitation workers’
safety, dignity

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: Odi-
sha government has intensi-
fied efforts to strengthen the
livelihood, safety and digni-
ty of sanitation workers and
waste pickers through imple-
mentation of National Action
for Mechanised Sanitation
Ecosystem (NAMASTE),
alongside state’s flagship
GARIMA initiative.

Launched in July 2023 by
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, in as-
sociation with Union Min-
istry of Housing and Urban
Affairs, NAMASTE seeks to
eliminate hazardous sanita-
tion practices and promote
safe, mechanised and digni-
fied sanitation work across
the country.

In Odisha, the scheme is
being aligned with GARI-
MA, which recognises san-
itation workers and waste
pickers as essential service
providers and ensures their
social security and livelihood
protection.
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welfare measures being im-
plemented for construction
workers, unorganised workers,
and migrant labourers, which
have received recognition from
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee.

Emphasising employment
generation and social justice,
he expressed hope that the
deliberations would further
strengthen workers’ welfare.

Speaking on the occasion,
Gurnani underlined key work-
er-centric provisions such as
mandatory appointment letters,
prohibition of discrimination
and exploitation, universal-
isation of minimum wages,
introduction of a statutory
floor wage by the Central gov-
ernment, and expanded social
security coverage.

She also highlighted com-
pliance reforms, including
compounding of offences and
IT-enabled systems like single
registration, single licence and
single return.

Gurnani noted that the VV
Giri National Labour Institute
(VVGNLI) is conducting capac-
ity-building programmes under
the codes and encouraged states

downtown

‘Labour codes simplify
requlatory structure’

and UTs to nominate master
trainers to strengthen training
at the state level.

She urged states to expedite
finalisation of rules, avoid
overlap with Shops and Estab-
lishments Acts, actively utilise
the PMVBRY dashboard, and
enhance Centre-state coordina-
tion to expand ESIC coverage
and medical infrastructure in
convergence with state health
systems and PMJAY.

She also called upon states to
act as model employers by en-
suring minimum wages, timely
wage payments, and social secu-
rity benefits to workers engaged
in state establishments, includ-
ing contractual employees.

Marking a significant step
towards implementation of
four Labour Codes across the
country, the regional meet is
the fourth in a series of five con-
ferences being organised by the
ML&E. It aims to deliberate on
key issues relating to the Em-
ployees’ State Insurance Corpo-
ration (ESIC), the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO), and the Pradhan
Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar
Yojana (PMVBRY).

Ensure SEBC, 0BC
reservation in local
bodies: Jena to govt

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: Se-
nior Congress leader Srikant
Jena has written to Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi,
urging the state government
to ensure reservation for SE-
BC and OBC communities in
local body elections. The move
comes ahead of the elections
in newly formed Notified Area
Councils (NACs) and munici-
palities.

In his letter, Jena highlight-
ed that while SC and ST com-
munities already benefit from
reservations, SEBC and OBC
communities — which sums
up 54 per cent of Odisha’s
population — remain unrep-

resented in local bodies. He
called for the timely introduc-
tion and passage of the neces-
sary bill or amendments in
the ongoing Assembly session
to create a legally sustainable
framework for proportionate
reservation.

“Timely action in this re-
gard will reaffirm the state’s
commitment to social justice
and strengthen grassroots de-
mocracy by enabling fair and
representative participation
for all sections of society,”
Jena stated.

The leader emphasised that
such a legislative move would
not only affect the upcoming
NAC and municipality elec-
tions but also set a precedent
for the next cycle of local body
polls across the state.

Pact inked to boost Al-driven agri-food innovation

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: In a
significant step towards inte-
grating cutting-edge technol-
ogy with agriculture, Odisha
University of Agriculture
and Technology (OUAT),
Bhubaneswar, signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Odisha State
Open University (OSOU)
during a two-day workshop
on ‘Artificial Intelligence Ap-
plications for Transforming
Agri-food System’.

The workshop, held at OUAT,
brought together academicians,
researchers, students, and in-
dustry experts to deliberate
on the transformative poten-
tial of Artificial Intelligence
(Al) in strengthening the agri-
food ecosystem.

The MoU aims to promote
collaborative initiatives in AI,
including academic exchange,
joint research projects, student
engagement programmes, and

Collaboration with
Sarvam Al advances
sovereign, Odia-language
Al at scale while building
next-generation
infrastructure and
compute capacity,
positioning the state as
a rising eastern Al hub

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Feb 17: The Odis-
ha government is showcasing
its growing leadership in Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) through
a dedicated Odisha Pavilion at
the India AI Impact Summit
2026, being held February 16 to
20 at Bharat Mandapam in the
national capital.

Positioned around the theme
‘Odisha - From AI to Impact’,
the pavilion showcases how
Odisha is moving beyond pi-
lot initiatives to large-scale,
real-world Al deployments —
spanning governance, health-
care, agriculture, education, di-
saster management, and urban
infrastructure — with a focus
on measurable public impact.

the development of Al-based
applications tailored to ben-
efit farmers and the broader
agri-food sector. The partner-
ship is expected to accelerate
innovation in smart farming,
data-driven decision-making,
and digital advisory services.
Gracing the occasion as chief
guest, OSOU VC Shyam Sund-
ar Pattanaik underscored the
growing relevance of Al across
multiple sectors. He empha-
sised the need for individuals
to acquire knowledge of Al and
ensure its responsible and ef-

fective utilisation. From agri-
culture and education to com-
merce and technical domains,
he noted, Al is playing a pivotal
role in societal advancement.
He added that Al is bridging
the gap between digital intel-
ligence and tangible physical
development, enabling inclu-
sive and accessible services
for all sections of society.

The MoU marks a new chapter
in academic collaboration, posi-
tioning both institutions at the
forefront of Al-led transforma-
tion in Odisha’s agri-food sector.

INDIA Al IMPACT SUMMIT
Odisha pavilion showcases Al-to-impact push

The showcase highlights how
Odisha is advancing a struc-
tured implementation model,
strengthening institutional
capacity, and prioritising scal-
able, measurable outcomes
across its Al initiatives.

A key highlight of Odisha’s
participation is its strategic
collaboration with Sarvam Al,
underscoring the state’s push
to build sovereign Al capabili-
ties. The partnership is aimed
at enabling population-scale
Odia-language Al applications
while creating the foundation

for advanced Al infrastructure
and compute capacity — posi-
tioning Odisha as a rising Al
hub in eastern India.

The pavilion is hosting over
10 innovation-driven startups
and ecosystem partners —
spanning applied Al ventures,
research institutions, technol-
ogy collaborators, and govern-
ment-linked initiatives — show-
casing the breadth of Odisha’s
innovation ecosystem.

Together, they demonstrate
real-world use cases that high-
light the state’s growing inno-

MISSING MERCHANT NAVY CADET CASE

Family alleges non-cooperation
from company operating vessel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: The
family of the merchant navy ca-
det, Sarthak Mohapatra, Tues-
day alleged non-cooperation by
officials of the company oper-
ating the vessel from which he
went missing mid-sea off the
Mauritius coast February 3.

Sarthak’s mother Rashmita
Mohapatra and uncle Santosh
Sahu had travelled to Singapore
to oversee efforts by authorities
to trace him after the vessel
docked at a port there.

Anglo-Eastern, the company
that operates the vessel -- EA
Jersey, denied the allegations
and claimed that it had fully co-
operated with the family during
their visit. Speaking to report-
ers at the Bhubaneswar airport
on their return, Sahu said they
were able to board the vessel in
Singapore with assistance from
the Indian High Commission
and the Director General of
Shipping (DGS).

“However, officials of the
company operating the vessel
did not cooperate with us during
the visit. Whenever I tried to
speak to Sarthak’s colleagues or

other officers on board, compa-
ny representatives interrupted
and prevented me from asking
questions,” he alleged.

Around 15 company officials
were present on the vessel and
closely accompanied the family
members during their visit, he
claimed.

Sahu further alleged that the
family was restricted from ac-
cessing most parts of the ship
and was allowed to visit only
Sarthak’s personal cabin.

“We requested an in-depth
search of the vessel, but the
company officials had no clear
response. Instead, they repeat-
edly tried to obtain our signa-

Kalinga Hosp celebrates
Foundation Day in City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: Kalin-
ga Hospital here celebrated its
Foundation Day Tuesday with
great enthusiasm and gran-
deur. Several distinguished
guests, doctors, staff members,
and well-wishers were present
on the occasion.

Centre for Youth and Social
Development (CYSD) co-found-
er and mentor Jagadananda
joined as chief guest. Deliver-
ing his address, Jagadananda
stated that healthcare is not
limited to providing medical
treatment alone, but is also a
significant social responsibil-
ity. He appreciated Kalinga
Hospital for delivering ad-
vanced medical services with
a patient-centric approach and
strong human values, which
are strengthening the health-
care infrastructure of the state.
He further urged the institution
to organise more awareness
programmes and health camps
for rural and underprivileged
communities. He also praised
the hospital’s commitment to
quality and socially responsible
healthcare services.

On the occasion, winners of

vation pipeline and its push to
democratise access to Al tech-
nologies and resources.

Visitors to Hall No. 5, First
Floor at Bharat Mandapam can
explore live demonstrations,
collaborative models, and scal-
able Al solutions aligned with
the state’s long-term digital
transformation roadmap.

The Odisha government is al-
so expected to make a detailed
announcement February 18
during pavilion engagements,
offering deeper insights into
showcased use cases, ecosystem
partnerships, and emerging in-
vestment opportunities — sig-
nalling the next phase of its AI
roadmanp.

Through its participation at
the India AI Impact Summit
2026, the state aims to reinforce
its message that strategically
deployed AI can move beyond
innovation pilots to deliver
inclusive, population-scale
impact.

Electronics and Information
Technology Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said, “Odi-
sha has a good presence in Al
Summit. Solutions displayed
by them in the exhibition
will bring a positive change
to the citizens.”

various internal competitions
and activities were felicitated.
The cultural evening was made
vibrant by performances from
Padma awardee Odissi dancer
Aruna Mohanty and singer
Nazia Alam. Doctors and staff
members of the hospital also
participated enthusiastically.
Hospital Chairman Dr Sitakan-
tha Dash said, “Foundation Day
is a proud occasion for us. Since
our inception, we have remained
committed to providing quality,
ethical, and compassionate health-
care services. Our primary objec-
tive is to ensure accessible and
advanced medical care for every
section of society. In the coming
days, we will expand our services
with more specialised care, mod-
ern equipment, and a continued
focus on human values.”
Hospital CEO Dr S Santosh Ku-
mar Dora stated, “Our success is
the result of the collective efforts
of our doctors, nurses, and staff
members. Through patient-cen-
tric services, effective use of tech-
nology, and socially responsible
initiatives, we are committed to
strengthening healthcare deliv-
ery. Our goal is not only treat-
ment but also promoting health
awareness and preventive care.”
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tures on certain documents,”
he alleged.

Sahu said that when the fami-
ly met the Indian High Commis-
sioner in Singapore, they were
informed that a request for a
proper investigation is pend-
ing with the Maritime and Port
Authority (MPA) of Singapore.

“The MPA is currently inves-
tigating the case. If required,
they will involve the Singapore
Police,” he added.

Responding to PTI’s queries,
an Anglo-Eastern spokesperson
said, “The cadet’s next of kin,
mother and uncle, visited the
vessel and were fully support-
ed throughout, in coordination
with authorities and the compa-
ny. Their visit was conducted
in accordance with all regula-
tory, safety, and investigative
protocols.”

“Anglo Eastern and the Own-
ers continue to cooperate fully
with all authorities and the
ongoing independent investiga-
tion. We remain committed to
supporting the crew and main-
taining close contact with the
cadet's family during this dif-
ficult time,” the spokesperson
said in a statement.

Missing boy found
with multiple wounds

MANOJ KUMAR JENA, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: Af-
ter more than 30 hours of
operation, a 14-year-old boy
who went missing Monday
morning from Botanda area
under Airfield Police Station
jurisdiction was found with
multiple wounds in his body
Tuesday evening near Hi-Tech
Square, local cops said.

The boy identified as Mitra
Bhanu Patnaik (14) is cur-
rently undergoing treatment
at Capital Hospital here. The
boy is studying in Class IX.

According to the missing
complaint filed by the parents,
Mitra went out of his home
around 8 am Monday. As he
did not return for prolonged
hours, his father Mahendra
Patnaik, a local business
man got worried and started
searching for him.

Unable to trace him, the par-
ents went ahead and lodged a
missing complaint at Airfield
Police Station.

The police initiated a probe
immediately. After intensified
search and reviewing CCTV
footages, the cops found the
boy near Hi-Tech Square with
multiple wounds on his body.
He was immediately rushed to
Capital Hospital.

According to police sources,
Mitra sustained injuries on
his hands and legs and is not
in a condition to speak. Cops
have initiated further probe
into the matter.
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Al IMPACT SUMMIT 2026

6 months after announcement,
Textile Park for Bolangir in limbo

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir, Feb 17: The pro-
posed textile park in Bolangir
district remains stuck at the
announcement stage, more
than six months after Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
made a declaration on its estab-
lishment at the Odisha Textile
Conclave 2025.

The announcement had
raised hopes for the establish-
ment of an employment-orient-
ed textile and apparel cluster
in the migration-prone and
industrially backward district
like Bolangir. However, with
no visible progress so far, dis-
cussions have begun over the
status of the proposed project.

More than 90 per cent of Odi-
sha’s total cotton production
comes from Bolangir, Kalah-
andi, Rayagada and Nuapada
districts. When production
from Boudh, Bargarh and Sub-
arnapur is included, the figure
rises to over 97 per cent.

Cotton is cultivated on 70,998
hectares in Bolangir, 71,407
hectares in Kalahandi, 49,473
hectares in Rayagada, 19,550

hectares in Nuapada, 7,285
hectares in Boudh, 5,825 hect-
ares in Bargarh and 5,553 hect-
ares in Subarnapur. The cotton
produced in these regions is
considered to be of high qual-
ity and has demand at both na-
tional and international levels.

In addition, nearly 90 per
cent of Odisha’s ginning mills
are located in Bolangir, Kalah-
andi, Rayagada, Bargarh, Nua-
pada and Subarnapur districts,
further strengthening the case
for establishing a textile and
apparel cluster in the region.

The region has adequate
human resources, along with
ample land, power supply and
transportation facilities. De-
spite sufficient infrastructure,
not a single textile park, weav-
ing cluster, techno park or ap-
parel park has been established
in the area so far.

At the Odisha Textile Con-
clave 2025, it was announced
that 33 memorandums of under-
standing worth Rs 7,800 crore
had been signed. The govern-
ment said the objective was to
create employment opportuni-
ties through textile parks and

Vedanta Aluminium installs
solar-powered borewells

POST NEWS NETWORK

Ravagada. Feb 17: Vedanta ¥ a tip-off about illegal hunting, a special team led by Assistant Conservator tenderer/bidder must have Class-Ill Digital Vamial off PO p—— MATERIAL.
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- Kalahandi and Rayagada districts
under its ‘Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene’ (WASH) initiative.

These installations located in
Chulbadi, Sunger, Dhamangha-
ti, Dumerpadar, Sagabari, La-
dakhaman, and Siadimal are
collectively benefiting over
3,000 villagers with access to
clean and safe drinking water.

To reinforce community own-
ership and long-term sustain-

the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), par-
ticularly SDG 6, which focuses
on clean water and sanitation.

apparel units.

During the conclave, the
chief minister had inaugurat-
ed two textile and footwear
parks in Jagatsinghpur and
Bhadrak districts. Multiple
textile and apparel units have
already been set up in Khordha
and Cuttack districts. During a
visit to Sonepur February 1, the
CM said a textile park would be
established in Bolangir, but did
not specify a timeline. He also
laid the foundation stone for
a Rs 100 crore textile park in
Keonjhar district February 14.

Every year, hundreds of thou-
sands of workers from Bolangir,
Kalahandi, Nuapada, Bargarh,
Subarnapur and Boudh dis-
tricts migrate outside the state
in search of jobs. Economically,
the region remains underdevel-
oped. Despite the availability of
cotton, adequate infrastructure
and skilled manpower, the delay
in setting up employment-ori-
ented textile clusters in the re-
gion remains unexplained.

Questions are being raised
over why the government
appears more proactive in es-
tablishing textile parks and
apparel units in economically
prosperous areas where cotton
is not produced, while showing
less urgency in western Odisha,
which is rich in resources but
economically backward.

Discontent is growing over
the delay in setting up the tex-
tile project in Bolangir. The
district is represented by the
Deputy Chief Minister, the
state Health Minister and leg-
islators from both ruling and
opposition parties. Their stand
on the delay has now become a
subject of discussion.

Top quotes from PM Modi's interview on Al

1.

2.

Technology exists to serve humanity,
not replace it.
Our vision is clear: Al must accelerate

global development while remaining
deeply human-centric.

We are not just nurturing talent,
but we are building the infrastruc-
ture, policy ecosystem and skills re-
quired for India to move from being
a participant in the Al revolution to
shaping it.

We want our IT sector to lead, not just
in service delivery, but in building AI
products, platforms, and solutions that
work for India and the world.

Iview Al as a force-multiplier which
will further help us push the bound-
aries of what we thought possible.
My vision is to put India among the
top three Al superpowers globally,
not just in consumption of AI but in
creation too.

Our Al models will be deployed world-
wide, serving billions in their native
languages. Our Al startups will be val-
ued in hundreds of billions, creating
millions of high-quality jobs.
Aatmanirbhar Bharat in Al means In-
dia writing its own code for the digital
century.

Through the IndiaAl Mission, we are
ensuring that code reflects our val-
ues, serves our people, and positions
India as a responsible Al leader for
the world. Our vision is clear: Al must

accelerate global development while
remaining deeply human-centric.

. At a time when the world is worried

about Al deepening divides, India is
using it to dissolve divides.

. India has the talent and entrepre-

neurial energy to become an Al pow-
erhouse, not just as a consumer, but
as a creator as well.

. We remain committed to strengthen-

ing every effort by our talented youth
to make Al a force-multiplier for inno-
vation and inclusion.

. While AI may enhance human capa-

bilities, the ultimate responsibility for
decision-making must always remain
with human beings.

. The world must work towards com-

mon principles and standards in Al

. Work does not disappear due to tech-

nology. Its nature changes and new
types of jobs are created.

. History teaches us that whenever in-

novation happens, new opportunities
emerge. The same will be true in the
age of AL

. My vision for AI in Aatmanirbhar

Bharat rests on three pillars; sover-
eignty, inclusivity and innovation.

. Aatmanirbhar Bharat in AI means

India writing its own code for the
digital century.

Police seize 500 kg of ganja in Rourkela; 6 held

ROURKELA: Police has seized over 500 kg of ganja worth Rs 80 lakh on
the outskirts of the city here and arrested six persons for their alleged
involvement in the illegal trade, officials said Tuesday. The seizure

follows continuous police vigilance
against illegal transportation of
ganja from Kandhamal and Boudh
through Rourkela to Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh, police said. Rourkela
SP Nitesh Wadhwani said, "It is a
huge success in our drive against
drugs and ganja in the city. We
have arrested six persons in this
connection." During patrolling late
Monday, police received information
about ganja being transported
through Rourkela.

5 held for wild boar hunting in Rourkela

Rourkela: The Forest Department in Rourkela has arrested five persons
on charges of hunting a wild boar in Konsar village under Raghunathpalli
police limits. The accused have been identified as Fateh Singh (67), Pankaj
Kumar Singh (31), Bitan Singh (40), and Pradeep Singh (34); all residents of
Kansar village, and Dukhbandhu Singh (24) of Kuraibahal village in Deogarh
district. All five were produced in court at around 2 pm Tuesday. Acting on

press conference Tuesday. Further investigation is underway.

Woman dies after hearing
mother-in-law’s death

POST NEWS NETWORK

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

Tender Notice No.: MECHCKP-25-26-
31, Date: 16.02.2026. For and on behalf
of President of India, Divisional Railway
Manager (Mechanical), South Eastern
Railway, Chakradharpur invites E-tender
under two packet system for the under
mentioned work. Manual offers are not
allowed against the tender and any such
manual offer received shall be ignored.
Name of work: Enroute watering of
nominated trains at Tatanagar for a
period of three years. Tender Value:
% 2,78,08,982.11. Bid Security:
% 2,89,100. Cost of tender form: ¥ 10,000.
Place of opening of tender: Office of the
Sr.DME/Chakradharpur, South Eastern
Railway. Date and time of closing of
tender: 15.00 hrs. of 10.03.2026. Tender
can be viewed at website
http://www.ireps.gov.in. The

e-tendering. (PR-1202)
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BHUBANESWAR

AUCTION NOTICE / s g

(1IITBBS/Horticulture/Auction/2025-26/01, DATED: 17.02.2026)
Auction Notice for Collection of Cashew Nuts from [IT Bhubaneswar Argul Campus
and IIT Bhubaneswar BoBCO Centre, Laudigaon, Konsi, Berhampur.

EJIQE\QG' HECEQe Tagy alifg e ZHGiElIQG‘ RAETEQ Qutat GHl95,
ARG, *hd, 9990q FIg VINIA €YY OIn TN FrG |
Date and time of Auction : 03.03.2026 (Tuesday) @ 11.00 A.M.
Alction Notice is available at www.iitbbs.ac.in.
Please keep visiting our website for any further corrigendum/amendments.

Sd./- Registrar

EAST COAST RAILWAY

Tender No. eT-M-KUR-IntCing-317-26

NAME OF WORK :
CLEANING, TOILET CLEANING, AND
LOCKING OF COACHES AT
TERMINATING STATIONS AND
WATERING OF NOMINATED
COACHING TRAINS AT DIFFERENT
STATION OF KHURDA ROAD DIVISION
FOR A PERIOD OF 01 YEAR (365
DAYS).
EMD : % 2,30,300/-, Tender Document
Cost : X 5,900/-, Period of Completion :
365 Days.

AST COAST RAILWAY|

Auction Catalogue No. NFR-KUR-WC-PRDP

INTERIOR

Bidding Start Date : 18.02.2026

Tender Closing Date and Time :

At 1530 Hrs. of 04.03.2026.

Lot No./Category: MSS-KUR-PRDP-BOXNWC-108-
26-4 (Misc-Static-Services-BOXN Wagon Cleaning)

S WAGON CLEANING
CONTRACT AT PARADEEP YARD FOR
CLEANING & DISPOSAL OF RESIDUAL
WASTE. THE SCOPE OF THE WORK IS
TO CLEAN & REMOVE THE
REMAINING RESIDUAL MATERIAL /
DERBIES INSIDE WAGONS BY THE
LICENSEE WITHIN THE TIME THESE
RAKES ARE AVAILABLE AT STATION
YARD / EXAMINATION YARD BEFORE
THEIR DEPARTURE. SUCH RESIDUAL
MATERIAL THAT IS FOUND DURING
CLEANING BY THE LICENSEE WILL
BE TREATED AS THE LICENSEE'S

Sr. Divl. Mechanical Engineer/

PR-1128/Q/25-26

Khurda Road

PR-1126/Q/25-26

Sr. Divl. Commercial Manager /

Khurda Road

{No. 25001/183/2526
1. Name of the Work

Nilagiri, Feb 17: In a tragic incident in Nil-
agiri town under Balasore district, a woman

2. Total No. of Work
3. Estimated Cost

IGovernment of Odisha “e” Procurement Notice
e-mail |D: rw_sambalpur@yahco.co.in, Phone No.: 0683-2401850
Bid Identification No. TENDER QNLINE SBPR-21 of 2025-26

Dated: 16.02.2026
DTCN
available in the website: www.

No 1344
Road works as per

tendersodisha.gowv.in
. 03 (Three) Nos.

© Varies from Rs.6.72 lakhs 1o 1571 1

takhs

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

%
@* OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

NATIONAL HIGHWAY DIVISION, BERHAMPUR

No. 24001/36/2526

Email Id: eenhbam@gmail.com

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS {[FB} {e-Procurement}

Bid Identification No. SE-NH-BAM/12/2025-26
Dated: 12.02.2026

No. 866
. The Superintending Engineer, N.H. Division, Berhampur on behalf

ability, the newly commissioned By enhancing access to safe  died hours after learning about her mother- 4. Period of Completion - 01 (One) Calendar Month of Governar of Odisha invites percentage rate bic in bouble Cover
e . . . N . . : ! mp o system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for construction
systems have been formally drinking water and improving in-law’s death, family members said. 5. Period and time of availabiiity = 18 02 2026 at 11 00 A M to of Road work as detailed in the table below.

handed over to the Panchayat

sanitation infrastructure in

Uttara Jema Devi (88), of Ghata Gharsahi

of bid document in the portal 24,02.2026 upto 5.00 PM, 2. Nature of Work . Road (Drair)
Raj Institutions (PRIs). Commu-  these regions, we aim to create  area under Ward No. 2 of Nilagiri NAC, had for bidding 3. No. of Work - 1 No.
nity members were also oriented  healthier, more resilient com-  been undergoing treatment for anemia at a 6. Date and time of cpening of | 25.02.2026 at 11.00 A.M. 4. Tender Cost © Rs. 10,000/
on system usage and upkeep in  munities and drive sustainable  hospital in Bhubaneswar. She died around Tender _ 5. Class of Contractor DR Class
7. Name and address of the - 8 ERW Divn., Sambalpur 6. Avallability of Bid document . 11.00 A.M. of 20.02.2026 to

the presence of local Sarpanches
and PRI representatives.

As per reports, each bore-
well is powered by a 1.5 kW
solar unit operating a 1 HP
submersible pump, enabling
water extraction from deep
aquifers and ensuring unin-
terrupted supply. Multi-layer
micro-mesh filtration removes
suspended impurities, while
a gravity-based purification
mechanism ensures efficient
operation with minimal pow-
er dependency. Each system
can purify up to 500 litres per
hour and includes dedicated
potable-water storage.

Rajiv Kumar, CEO, Vedanta
Aluminium, said, “At Vedanta
Aluminium, our community

development in the areas where
we operate”.

Gunasingh Majhi, Sarpanch,
Sunger Grampanchayat, said,
“Access to potable water is a
critical need in our region, giv-
en the high iron content in the
groundwater. These solar-pow-
ered water facilities address
longstanding concerns around
water quality and availability,
particularly ahead of the sum-
mer months. This initiative is
a meaningful step toward im-
proving local health, hygiene,
and overall well-being.”

Collaborating closely with lo-
cal authorities and community
stakeholders, the company claims
to ensure its interventions lead to
tangible socio-economic progress

10 p.m. Sunday while undergoing treatment.

Her daughter-in-law, Susmita Jema Devi
(54), had been attending to her at the hos-
pital. Uttara’s body was brought to Ghata
Gharsahi Monday following her death,
and the last rites were performed in a

grief-stricken atmosphere.

Family members said Susmita was unable
to cope with the news of her mother-in-law’s
death and suddenly fell ill. She was admit-
ted to a private hospital in Bhubaneswar for
treatment. However, she died of a heart attack
Tuesday morning while undergoing treatment.

Her body was later brought to her resi-
dence. Susmita is survived by her husband,
Chandrakant Birabar; son Ritesh Birabar;
daughter Richa Jema Devi; son-in-law;
grandchildren; and other relatives.

Several prominent residents of Nil-
agiri paid their last respects by visit-
ing their residence while son Ritesh

Officer Tnviting Bict

tenderodisha.gov.in,

(1) Other details can be seen from detailed notice mviting tenders,
available in website www.tendersodisha.gov.in.
(2) Corrigendum if any shall only be published in the website: wwwa.

Sd./- Superintending Engineer

OIPR-25001/25076/1/25-26/0022 Rurat Works Division, Sambalpur

=~

in portal

Date of Opening of Bid

05.30 P.M. of 07.03.2028

: 09.03.2026 at 11.30 A M.
8. The bidders have to partlmpate in ONLINE bidding only. Further

details can be seen from the website https:/itenderssorissa.gov.in.
Any Corrigendum/Addendum/Cancellation of will be displayed in the

e-tender website only.
OIPR-24001/24415/1/25-26/0009

S5d./- Superintending Engineer
NH Division, Berhampur

4 someER

$Raardn @ Indian Bank

ALLAHABAD

ZONAL OFFICE: SAMBALPUR
1ST FLOOR, SHYAM ARCADE
KHETRAJPUR, SAMBALPUR,

ODISHA-768003

E-AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

{See proviso to rule 6(2) & 8(6) Sale Notice for
e-mail: zosambalpur @indianbank.co.in EEESTIE RN CET TSIV #1173}

Sale of Inmovable property/ies mortgaged to Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and

Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act 2002 (No. 54 of 2002)

Whereas, the Authorized Officer of Indian Bank had taken possession of the following property/ies pursuant to the notice issued under
Sec13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 in the following loan
accounts with right to sell the same on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and “WITHOUT ANY RECOURSE” basis for realization of
Bank’s dues plus interest as detailed hereunder and whereas consequent upon failure to repay the dues, the undersigned in exercise of
power conferred under Section 13(4) of the said Act proposes to realize the Bank’s dues by sale of the said property/ies. The Sale will be
done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https:/www.baanknet.com .

BRANCH, Contact No. /

Date of Demand Notice /

Reserve Price

efforts are closely aligned with ~ in its areas of operations. performed the last rites SI. Name & Address of Borrowers / Description of the Inmovable Properties / Date of Possession/ | /EMD / Bid
No. Property ID Outstanding dues Increment
. . \ Guarantors / Mortgagors (As per 13(2) notice) Amount
N ara aCh ha VI | |a e Stl | | Cut Off b I n Com | ete rO ad 1. |CHATUANKA BRANCH All that piece and parcel of property recorded in the name 09.10.2025 /
Mob.: 7978576785 / of Smt. Meena Agrawal, W/o- Mr. Anand Agrawal under 30.12.2025 / % 44,25,000/-
Borrower: M/s Shree Shyam Store Plot No.: 2006/6436/10175 with area of Ac.0.054dec.| <24,88,731.00 /
NARENDRA RAUT, OP T3l e A 12 Mled(sed are forced to walk long distances Prop.: Mr. Anand Kumar Agrawal /|under Khata No.: 678/2986 at Kadopada,Ward No.10, is}l?rrt]hgf-i;?ézrgsf %4,42,500/-

Guarantor & Mortgagor: Smt. Meena | Mouza: Patnagarh, Dist.: Bolangir, Kissam: Gharabari.
Bounded by- North: Jugeswar Meher, South: Road &
Duryodhan Mishra, East: Jugeswar Meher, West: Anand
Agrawal. Property ID: IDIB7848662201S

DATE AND TIME OF E-AUCTION:
25.03.2026 from 11:00 AM to 05:00 PM with unlimited extension of 10 Minutes duration

LAST DATE AND TIME FOR SUBMISSION OF EMD AND DOCUMENTS IN THEIR WALLET BY 25.03.2026 i.e. BEFORE
E-AUCTION DATE AND TIME IN THE PORTAL.

Date & Time of Inspection of Properties: 02.03.2026 to 24.03.2026 between 10:00 AM to 04:00 PM
(with prior appointment from bank) at their own expenses.

TERMS & CONDITIONS: (1) For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer to the link: https://www.baanknet.com .
Prospective bidders may also contact the Authorised Officers / Branch as mentioned in above list. (2) This is a statutory 30 days sale
notice to the above mentioned borrowers/mortgagors under Rule 8(6) of the SARFAESI Act. 2002. (3) This is a 30 days notice to the
Borrower / Mortgagor of the above said loan about holding of this sale on the above mentioned date. (4) All expenses relating the stamp
duty and registration of Sale Certificate/conveyance, if any, shall be borne by the successful bidder. (5) The Authorized Officer will not be
held responsible for any charge, lien, encumbrance, property tax or any other dues to the Government or anybody in respect of the
property under sale. (6) The Authorized Officer has the absolute right to accept or reject any bid or adjourn/postpone/cancel the sale
without assigning any reason thereof. It may be noted that nothing in this notice constitute or deemed to constitute any commitment or
representation on the part of the bank to sell the property.
STATUTORY 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002

Borrowers/Mortgagors are hereby notified to pay the total dues along with up to date interest and ancillary expenses before the date of
E-Auction, failing which the property will be auctioned/ sold and balance dues, if any, will be recovered with interest & cost.

Place: Sambalpur, Date: 17.02.2026 Sd/- Authorised Officer, Indian Bank

to reach hospitals, weekly markets
(haats), banks, and block offices.
During medical emergencies, pa-
tients have to be carried on makeshift
arrangements. Night travel, residents
say, is particularly frightening due to
poor visibility and isolation.

Another villager, Sunita Ghasi,
highlighted the human cost of the
delay. “When someone falls sick, we
panic first because there is no road.
Vehicles cannot reach our village.
Pregnant women, elderly people, we
all suffer silently,” she said.

Villagers claim they have repeat-
edly submitted written complaints
to District Collector Manoj Satyaban
Mahajan and the Block Development
Officer, urging immediate comple-
tion of the road. However, they allege
that no concrete response has come
from the administration.

costs, other /
charges and %10,000/-
expenses thereon

Agrawal, W/o- Anand Kumar Agrawal,
Both are At: Kadopada, Ward No. 10,
Patnagarh, Dist.: Bolangir, PIN-767025.

Koraput, Feb 17: Even after more
than seven decades of Independence,
basic connectivity remains a distant
dream for the residents of Naragach-
ha village under Pindapadar gram
panchayat in Dasmantpur block
of Koraput district. A crucial road
connecting Sarisa Padar Chowk to
Naragachha School lies incomplete
midway, exposing what villagers de-
scribe as prolonged administrative
apathy and lack of accountability.
According to residents, the road
project was initiated nearly seven
years ago after a contractor was
approved through the tender pro-
cess. However, disputes between
the contractor and the administra-
tion over route length, sharp turns,
and additional expenses allegedly
stalled the work. As a result, a crit-

ical two-kilometre stretch remains
unfinished, leaving the village vir-
tually inaccessible by vehicles.
Kartik Jenangiya, a resident of
Naragachha, expressed deep frus-
tration over the situation. “We were
hopeful when the work started, but
year after year nothing has changed.
The road stopped halfway, and with
it, our hopes also stopped. We are still
walking for every small need,” he said.
The lack of road connectivity has
severely affected daily life. Villagers
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Our life should be governed by
the love for the Truth and the
thirst for Light.

THE MOTHER

Hopeless Hong Kong

he last nail into the coffin of whatever freedom is believed to be
l there in Hong Kong, a unique territory in the Chinese world,
was driven, when the judges appointed by authorities loyal to
Beijing pronounced an exceptionally harsh sentence of 20 years in
prison for pro-democracy activist and former media mogul Jimmy Lai.
It was a foregone conclusion during the two years of his trial that he
would be convicted. There was not a shadow of doubt that the National
Security Law, imposed over five years ago to quell dissent against the
harsh Beijing overlordship, would be used to make him an example
for the fate that would befall anyone else not toeing China’s line. Lai
was one of the first arrested in August 2020, just a month after this
new repressive legal order came into force.

Lai became a symbol of resistance to Chinese autocratic rule. He
never sought to apologize for his criticism of the regime or for his
contacts with Taiwanese democrats and American officials standing
by Taiwan. But his 20-year sentence, at the age of 78, is the bitterest
pill for the citizens of Hong Kong who find the space of their political
freedom shrinking by the day. Its press has already declined in quality,
its most independent bookstores have closed and university professors
are reportedly in a fix about what they can say in the classroom. The
national security law has completely transformed life in Hong Kong,
an international financial hub that was promised its civil liberties
would be preserved for 50 years after the 1997 handover of the former
British colony to China. Most of the city’s pro-democracy figures have
either been imprisoned or left politics, while some of them, who are
lucky enough, have moved out abroad. Last year, Hong Kong ranked
140th out of 180 countries and territories in Reporters Without Borders’
World Press Freedom Index. This is a massive and alarming fall as it
had been placed 18th in 2002.

The sentence on Lai, which effectively consigns him to prison for
life, shows how ruthless and devoid of humanism Chinese rule could
be, however much the authorities in Hong Kong claim or pretend that
mainland China was not involved. The record says it all. Human rights
lawyer Xu Zhiyong was sentenced to 14 years in prison in 2023, Uyghur
intellectual ITham Tohti to life imprisonment in 2014 and citizen jour-
nalist Zhang Zhan, who dared to publish videos from Wuhan at the
start of the CoVID-19 pandemic, to two consecutive four-year terms.
Since Chinese President Xi Jinping imposed the National Security
Law, critics have either fled to London or Taiwan fearing reprisals
from Beijing.

Both the UK and the US are so busy with their respective geopo-
litical calculations centering round China that they appear to have

forsaken Lai at this critical juncture. British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, who had travelled to Beijing and Shanghai at the end of Jan-
uary, only sheepishly told the media he had raised the issue before Xi.
US President Donald Trump is scheduled to visit China in April and
his Secretary of State Marco Rubio mouthed the pious platitude that
Lai’s sentence “shows the world that Beijing will go to extraordinary
lengths” to silence its critics. Trying to be diplomatically correct he
urged the authorities to grant Lai humanitarian parole.

China today is the most sought after global power after Trump’s
mindless trade war directed against both his friends and foes. As
such no accusing finger can be raised against Beijing for its design
on Hong Kong and the superpowers seem to have decided to merrily
go on consolidating and annexing, wherever possible, their respective
spheres of influence.

| WisDoM CORNER

‘ Once conform, once do what other people do because they
do it, and a lethargy steals over all the finer nerves and
faculties of the soul. She becomes all outer show and inward
emptiness; dull, callous, and indifferent.

VIRGINIA WOOLF

“ Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul - and
sings the tunes without the words - and never stops at all.
EMILY DICKINSON

Achievement of your happiness is the only moral purpose of
your life, and that happiness, not pain or mindless self-in-
dulgence, is the proof of your moral integrity, since it is the
proof and the result of your loyalty to the achievement of
your values.

AYN RAND

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

M 1943: The Gestapo arrests German resistance fighter Sophie Scholl and
other White Rose activists. 21-year-old student Scholl and her fellow
campaigners were executed for having distributed flyers criticizing the
Nazi regime.

Il 1836: Hindu religious leader Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, who founded a
school of thought that united diverse mystical traditions into a single belief
system, was born in Hooghly, Bengal state, India.

Il 1848: Louis Comfort Tiffany—an American designer internationally
recognized as one of the greatest proponents of Art Nouveau, particularly
in the art of glassmaking—was born.

Il 1930: Pluto discovered by Clyde Tombaugh. Using a 13-inch (33-cm)
telescope at the Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona, Clyde W.
Tombaugh, a 24-year-old American with no formal training in astronomy,
discovered the dwarf planet Pluto this day in 1930.

Wl 1977: The Space Shuttle takes off on its maiden flight. The “Enterprise”
was mounted on a Boeing 747 Shuttle Carrier Aircraft; the first free flight
took place on August 12, 1977.

Il 1978: Hawaii hosts the first Ironman Triathlon. Contestants have to swim

2.4 miles (3.86 km), bike 112 miles (180.25 km) and complete a marathon
run measuring 26.2 miles (42.2 km).

DEALING WITH CRIMINALS

local policeman had just finished
his shift one cold November

evening and was at home with his
wife.

"You just won't believe what
happened this evening, in all my
years on the force I've never seen
anything like it."

"Oh yes dear, what happened?"

"l came across two guys down by
the canal, one of them was drinking

battery acid and the other was
eating fireworks."

"Drinking battery acid and eating
fireworks!! What did you do with
them?"

"Oh that was easy, | charged one
and let the other off."

oower Post

THE FAR-RIGHT BRAND

Maciej Kisilowski &
Anna Wojciuk

ELECTORAL
MANIPULATION
PRODUCES AN
UNACCOUNTABLE
AND ARROGANT
RULING CLASS

S President Donald
Trump, whose life
has revolved around
turning himself into a
global brand, now seems intent
on destroying what he has cre-
ated. In his first year back in
office, Trump has sown chaos
in American cities and bullied
allies and adversaries alike,
undermining the attractive-
ness of the radical right-wing
political movement he leads.
Consider a recent poll con-
ducted in Greenland following
Trump's pressure campaign to
acquire the island: 85% of re-
spondents opposed joining the
United States. Locals express
fear, not excitement, at the pros-
pect of becoming Americans. So
much for America’s supposed
“unmatched cultural influ-
ence,” as touted by the US Na-
tional Security Strategy. Oppo-
sition remained overwhelming
even after US officials floated
the idea of generous lump-sum
payments for Greenlanders.
Greenlanders’ resistance is
certainly not driven by affection
for Denmark, a former colonial
power with a deeply troubling
record. It is America’s lurch
toward authoritarianism that
turns them off, and it's not hard
to understand why when we
compare MAGA-era America to
other right-wing authoritarian
regimes. While Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdo an,
and Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban have been effec-
tive critics of liberal democracy,
their records of governance have
been consistently dismal.
Young people emigrate from
Russia, Turkey, and Hungary
in large numbers because right-
wing autocrats reliably disman-
tle the institutional features
that make democratic societies
prosperous and livable. Elec-
toral manipulation produces
an unaccountable and arrogant
ruling class. Erosion of the rule of
law undermines investment and
risk-taking. Rejection of exper-
tise leads to costly policy failures.
At a deeper level, the gov-
ernance failures of right-wing

Too many fights breaking out on flights

Melvin Durai

THE CHANCES

OF SOMEONE
GETTING A PUNCH
ON A PLANE ARE
GREATER THAN
THE CHANCES

OF SOMEONE
GETTING LUNCH
ON A PLANE

time I take a flight with

my family, I'm going to
carry a pair of boxing gloves
with me — just in case a fight
breaks out.

I believe in non-violence,
but if punches are being
thrown aboard a plane, I'll gr-
ab the boxing gloves from my
carry-on bag, put them on my
wife’s hands and say, “Protect
the family please!”

In case you think that it’s a
man’s duty to protect his fam-
ily, let me remind you that
two-thirds of India’s Olympic
boxing medals have been won
by women.

But the main point I'm try-
ing to make is that it’s import-
ant to protect ourselves when
we’re flying. That’s because
the chances of someone getting
apunch on a plane are greater
than the chances of someone
getting lunch on a plane.

I don’t know the actual sta-
tistics, but in recent years,
I’ve come across more stories
about fights on planes than
about fights on buses and
trains.

The latest brawl occurred on
a Jet2 flight from Antalya, Tur-

Ido not fly often, but next

i W8

Just as Brexit ulti

mately strengthened support

Sae A -

for the EU, Trump’s America may serve as a
cautionary example, weakening the appeal of
authoritarianism in other democracies

authoritarianism stem from the
core of its promise: the replace-
ment of a social order grounded
in equality and justice with one
that embraces hierarchy and
domination as the natural basis
of political power. In recent de-
cades, that vision has appeared
attractive to a startling number
of voters. It promised a simpler
world, where traditional social
structures would be restored,
and groups that agitated for equal
rights, from immigrants and mi-
norities to women and LGBTQ
communities, would be stifled.
In practice, however, people
living under such systems are
discovering that hierarchical
societies are far less appealing
than advertised. Right-wing
voters underestimated how of-
ten ordinary citizens depend on
liberal rights and institutions
for protection. Rather than
guaranteeing dominance, hi-
erarchy usually means finding
oneself among the dominated.
Britain offered an early warn-
ing. In 2016, the radical right
persuaded a narrow majority of
voters to support the country's
withdrawal from the European
Union. But Brexit resulted in
economic stagnation, weakened
public services, and heightened
social tensions, while none of
the promised benefits mate-
rialized. The negative conse-
quences were so profound that
most radical right-wing parties

key, to Manchester, England.
A video shared widely on
social media shows men and
women of all ages pushing,
shoving and punching each
other. One man has another
man in a headlock, having
watched one too many mixed
martial arts (MMA) fights.
The fight, which occurred
about three hours into the five-
hour flight, caused the pilot to
divert the flight to Brussels,
Belgium, whereupon police
boarded the plane to remove
two unruly passengers.
“They were both offload-
ed by police in Brussels and
the flight continued to Man-
chester,” the British budget
airline said in the statement.
“We can confirm that the two
disruptive passengers will be
banned from flying with us for
life, and we will also vigorous-
ly pursue them to recover the
costs that we incurred as a re-
sult of this diversion.”
Instead of diverting the
plane, it would have been far
less costly and less disruptive
to simply eject the two unruly
passengers in midair. (Give
them a parachute, of course.
Let them fight over it on the

across the continent no longer
advocate leaving the EU.

While Brexit has come
under intense scrutiny, the
broader right-wing authori-
tarian project has not received
as much attention. Western
commentators frequently dis-
missed Russia, Hungary, Tur-
key, and other long-standing
illiberal regimes as peripheral
or culturally exceptional. But
the US under Trump’s second
administration has changed
everything. With its unparal-
leled global visibility, Ameri-
ca offers an unavoidable case
study of radical right-wing
governance in action.

Even conservatives in smaller
and midsize countries must now
confront the fact that in a world
stripped of liberal, rules-based
constraints, they are quite liter-
ally “on the menu.” This reali-
zation likely contributed to the
electoral success and booming
popularity of the Liberal Party
under Mark Carney in Canada.
It also helps explain why far-right
leaders in Britain and France
criticized Trump’s Greenland
rhetoric—and why even Moscow
showed little enthusiasm for the
gravest NATO crisis since the
alliance’s founding. Putin, like
other autocrats, has long been
a free rider on the international
system, undermining it while as-
suming that others would contin-
ueto play by therules. That isno

way down.)

One eyewitness, speaking
to the Sun newspaper, blamed
the fight on a passenger who
had been drinking on the
plane and was making racist
comments about the Pakistani
passengers around him. He
was also upset that he couldn’t
buy cigarettes on the plane.
The only reasonable solution
would have been to move this
passenger to the back of the
plane, preferably into a seat
equipped with an ejection
system.

This is hardly the first time
that a fight has broken out on
a Jet2 flight. Back in 2022, the
airline asked a pair of brothers
to pay more than £50,000 after
their “aggressive and violent
behaviour” caused a flight to
be diverted. Five years earli-
er, a couple going on a holiday
turned on each other, using
abusive language and throw-
ing punches. The brothers
and the couple were banned
for life, joining more than 100
other passengers who have re-
ceived lifetime bans from Jet2
and are now probably flying
on Jet3.

In 2025, the Federal Avia-

longer possible if the law of the
jungle is the norm.

Voters around the world must
also consider whether the far
right truly offers dignity to the
forgotten and neglected people
it claims to champion. It has be-
come conventional wisdom that
liberal condescension fueled the
resurgence of right-wing popu-
lism. Yet it is difficult to recall
any liberal leader who denigrat-
ed the ultimate sacrifice of allied
veterans — a core conservative
constituency across the West—by
falsely suggesting, as Trump re-
cently did, that those who fought
in Afghanistan had remained
safely behind the front lines. The
far right’s relentless pursuit of
dominance offers not dignity, but
symbolic humiliation of a kind
that noliberal elite ever inflicted.

Domestically, the spectacle
of American governance under
Trump is proving equally sober-
ing. Observers across the West
will inevitably ask whether this
chaos is truly preferable to the
liberal status quo, with all its
imperfections and frustrations.
In the US itself, many Trump vot-
ers are finding that they got araw
deal: farmers hurt by tariffs, ru-
ral residents cut off from health
insurance, and Latinos affected
by immigration crackdowns.

This may not be enough to
save US democracy. Compara-
tive experience suggests grim
prospects for a free and fair
presidential election in 2028
or a peaceful transfer of pow-
er. But if liberal politicians
and media outlets amplify the
reality of life under Trump,
they can generate a powerful
“Trump effect” abroad. Just as
Brexit ultimately strengthened
support for the EU, Trump’s
America may serve as a cau-
tionary example, weakening
the appeal of authoritarianism
in other democracies.

Maciej Kisilowski is
Associate Professor of Law
and Strategy at Central
European University. Anna
Wojciuk is Associate Professor
of International Relations at
University of Warsauw.

©PROJECT SYNDICATE

tion Administration in the
United States received 1,621
reports of unruly passen-
gers. The figure is probably
much higher worldwide. Not
all unruly behaviour results
in punches being thrown.
Sometimes it’s curse words
being thrown around, other
times it’s food. Indeed, just
last month, an unruly man
on a Southwest Airlines flight
in the US threw a container of
food at another passenger who
was recording him on a cell-
phone. The unruly man had
lost his cool after suspecting
that another man was flirting
with his wife. (Flirting on
planes is never a good idea.
If you must flirt, do it at the
airport, just in case you need
to run away.)

When people are in close
quarters, it’s not surprising
that they sometimes get on
each other’s nerves. It doesn’t
help that some passengers
have been drinking. Perhaps
Jet2 and other airlines should
consider limiting the amount
of alcohol they serve. No one
ever blamed a fight on a pas-
senger who had been drinking
too much Fanta.

| etters

TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa Post

are most welcome to contribute letters

(@&

(100 words), articles and
columns (between 600-1000
words). Contributors are
requested to send their contact #
numbers and full postal
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Fragile ecosystem

Sir, The National Green Tribunal has cleared the
Great Nicobar infrastructure project with stringent
environmental safeguards, reflecting the govern-
ment's strategic and developmental priorities. The
Centre aims to transform Great Nicobar Island
into a key maritime and logistics hub through a
trans-shipment port, airport, power plant and town-
ship. Situated near the busy Malacca Strait, the
project is intended to strengthen India's presence in
the eastern Indian Ocean, counter growing Chinese

Demographic distress

Sir, The news report, "Unemploy-
ment rate rises to 5%," is deeply
disquieting. Behind this sterile
percentage lies a silent emergency.
A five percent rate in a youthful na-
tion is not a statistic; it is a verdict on
policy paralysis. While governments
celebrate growth narratives, jobless
graduates wander with fading hope.
Skill missions without industry

Growing burden

Sir, The rising incidence of cancer world-
wide has become a major public health
concern, with nearly 20 million new cas-
es and about 10 million deaths reported
every year. Experts warn that if present
trends continue, the annual number of
cases could exceed 35 million by 2050,
driven largely by population growth and
ageing. A significant proportion of can-
cers are linked to preventable lifestyle

P
address/email ID. They may also send in
their valuable comments, opinion and

influence, and enhance trade connectivity under the
Indo-Pacific vision. However, the island's fragile
ecosystem, dense forests, seismic vulnerability, and
protection of indigenous tribes raise environmental
and humanitarian concerns. Balancing strategic
ambitions with ecological sustainability will deter-
mine the project's long-term success.
RS Narula,
PATIALA

linkage, investment without labour
absorption, and rhetoric without
reform have worsened the malaise.
Employment must become the cen-
tral metric of governance. Otherwise,
demographic dividend may degener-

ate into demographic distress.
Sidhartha Kar Mohapatra,
BARIPADA

and environmental factors. In India, can-
cer poses a serious challenge, with over
1.5 million new cases diagnosed annual-
ly. Strengthening preventive measures,
promoting healthy lifestyles, expanding
screening programmes, and ensuring eg-
uitable access to healthcare are essential.
Krishna Kumar Vepakomma,
HYDERABAD
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BJP seeks to sharpen
anti-incumbency pitch
against TMC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Feb 17: With Assem-
bly elections just two months
away, the West Bengal BJP is
gearing up to launch its Parib-
artan Yatra, a statewide mo-
bilisation campaign aimed at
consolidating anti-incumben-
cy sentiment against the TMC
and rebuilding the momentum
it had generated before the 2021
polls but failed to translate into
power.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, state BJP chief Samik
Bhattacharya termed the ini-
tiative as the next phase of
the party’s political struggle
against what he described as
the declining relevance of the
TMC government.

Drawing a line from the end
of Left Front rule to the present,
Bhattacharya argued that vot-
ers who once backed the TMC
to end cadre-based politics now
find themselves disappointed
amid allegations of corrup-
tion and shrinking democratic
space.

“After 34 years of Left rule,
people wanted democracy and
development. Fifteen years lat-
er, there is a growing demand
to reassess what was actually
delivered,” he said, claiming
that rural voters and margin-
alised communities were in-
creasingly dissatisfied.

According to the BJP’s road-
map, nine Paribartan Yatras
will begin March 1 and 2 from
politically significant locations
including Cooch Behar, Krish-
nanagar, Garbeta, Raydighi,
Kulti, Islampur, Sandeshkhali,
and Amta.

The programme will pause
briefly during Dol Yatra before
resuming March 5, covering
more than 5,000 km across all
Assembly constituencies.

The campaign is designed
as a rolling political exercise

BJP gears up for West
Bengal ‘Paribartan Yatra’

featuring tableaux, roadside
meetings and local outreach
events, culminating in a major
rally at Kolkata’s Brigade Pa-
rade Ground later in March,
which the party hopes will be
addressed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Senior national leaders, in-
cluding Union ministers Amit
Shah, Rajnath Singh, and JP
Nadda, are expected to partici-
pate in different phases, signal-
ling the importance the party’s
central leadership is attaching
to Bengal.

Even as internal discussions
reportedly touched upon con-
voy-style campaign vehicles,
state leaders stressed that the
initiative should not be inter-
preted as a Rath Yatra, a format
that has historically triggered
legal and political controversy
in Bengal. Bhattacharya said
the Paribartan Yatra was dis-
tinct from traditional Rath Ya-
tras, even as the term inevita-
bly evokes memories of earlier
BJP mobilisations, particularly
LK Advani’s 1990 Rath Yatra,
widely regarded as a turning
point in national politics, and
subsequent state-level journeys
that helped the party expand its
organisational footprint across
India.

The timing of the campaign
reflects a wider churn in Ben-
gal’s political landscape. The
BJP believes that controversies
surrounding corruption cases,
rural grievances and migration
issues have created fresh open-
ings, while the TMC continues
to rely on welfare schemes and
grassroots networks to retain
its dominance.

The BJP’s narrative also
seeks to counter the TMC’s
charge that its outreach among
minorities and migrant work-
ers is selective or politically
motivated.

The TMC, however, has dis-
missed the yatra plans as elec-
tion-time optics, arguing that
the BJP remains overly depen-
dent on central leaders rather
than local faces.

Bengal’s Yuva Sathi scheme turns
welfare drive into pre-poll theatre

CASH, QUEUES, CAMPAIGN WINDS

Announced in the interim
Budget earlier this month,
the scheme promises
1,500 per month to
unemployed youths aged
between 21 and 40 for up
to five years or until they
secure employment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Feb 17: Even be-
fore enrolment camps opened,
queues were seen outside
school gates and community
halls across West Bengal, with
men and women clutching cer-
tificates and bank details as
the state rolled out the Yuva
Sathi cash allowance scheme
for unemployed youth.

As the government began
implementing the scheme, the
state has witnessed a striking
political image: educated job
seekers lining up for ¥1,500 a
month under a welfare pro-
gramme rapidly emerging as
a key plank in the run-up to
the 2026 Assembly elections
likely to be held in the next
two months.

From Master’s degree hold-
ers in physics and mathemat-
ics, engineering graduates and
students of computer science
and chemistry to class 10
passouts, thousands of un-
employed youths queued up
across the state this week to
register for the scheme.

Announced in the interim
Budget earlier this month, the
scheme promises 1,500 per
month to unemployed youths
aged between 21 and 40 for up
to five years or until they se-
cure employment.

Though initially slated to
begin in August, Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee ad-
vanced the rollout to April 1,
a move widely viewed as po-
litically significant as election
season approaches.

With camps set up across all
294 Assembly constituencies
and online applications now
open, the initiative has trig-
gered a statewide rush, turn-
inglocal community halls and
school grounds into centres of
both aspiration and debate.

At a camp on the southern
fringes of Kolkata, 28-year-old
Subir Mitra, a commerce grad-
uate preparing for competitive
exams, said the allowance
would not transform his life
but might ease daily anxieties.

Himachal’s first trout hub to be
set up in Kangra’s Boh Valley

Located about 25
kilometres north of
Shahpur, the valley

renowned for its

breathtaking natural
beauty is now poised to
emerge as a centre for
trout production
alongside tourism
promotion

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dharamshala (HP), Feb 17:
The picturesque Boh Valley in
Himachal Pradesh’s Kangra
district is set to gain a new
identity as the state’s first ded-
icated trout fish hub is being
developed here.

Located about 25 kilometres
north of Shahpur, the valley
renowned for its breathtaking
natural beauty is now poised
to emerge as a centre for trout
production alongside tourism
promotion.

Trout -- a cold water, fresh-
water fish -- thrives in the
clear, fast-flowing rivers and
streams of the Himalayas. In
Himachal Pradesh, rainbow
and brown trout -- introduced
from Europe -- are found in
Pabbar, Beas, Tirthan, Uhl
and Baspa rivers.

These waters provide the low
temperatures and high oxy-
gen levels essential for trout
growth and reproduction. The
fish is prized for angling, cui-

sine and aquaculture.
Shahpur MLA and Depu-
ty Chief Whip Kewal Singh
Pathania Tuesday said the
announcement to establish a
trout hub in Kangra was made
in the first budget of the cur-
rent Congress government.
An amount of ¥3.03 crore was
approved for the project, he
said, adding that most of the
work has been completed,
including the construction
of a trout hatchery in Boh.
The trout hub would not only
strengthen the local econo-
my but also give a significant
boost to tourism in the region,
Pathania said.

The residents have been en-
couraged to adopt trout farm-
ing as an eco-friendly enter-
prise. To support their market-
ing, five motorcycles equipped
with ice boxes have been pro-
vided and one more is set to be
added shortly. Moreover, two

fish kiosks would be set up in
Shahpur and Dharamshala to
facilitate better sales.

Rakesh Kumar, Assistant Di-
rector, Fisheries Department,
Palampur, said the Dharakun-
di valley holds immense poten-
tial for trout cultivation. Cur-
rently, 15 to 20 farmers have
already established ponds and
started trout production.

Out of the total %3.03 crore
project, works worth %2.11
crore have been sanctioned,
including 34 trout raceways,
six motorcycles with ice boxes
and two fish kiosks.

Trout fishing in Himachal
Pradesh is regulated, and an-
glers require licences to fish
in designated waters.

The fisheries department has
also imposed a four-month ban
on trout fishing in rivers and
streams from November 1 to
February 28 to promote breed-
ing and conserve the resource.

“It won’t solve everything,
but at least I won’t have to de-
pend on my parents for every
small expense while preparing
for jobs,” he said.

Nearby stood Ritika Halder,
a postgraduate in chemistry
who has remained unem-
ployed for nearly three years.
She said the monthly assis-
tance could help cover exam-
ination fees and travel costs
for interviews.

“People assume educated
youths won't stand in line for
this amount. But when there’s
no steady income, every bit
counts,” she said.

At a camp in coastal Kak-
dwip, a young mother, Mou-
sumi Jana, waited with her
toddler in tow. Married soon
after school, Jana said she had
resumed studies recently.

“This will help me buy
books and continue studying
without adding pressure on
my family,” she said.

Officials across districts
described the turnout as un-
precedented, with lakhs reg-
istering within the first days
of the drive.

For the ruling camp, the
lines reflect public trust and
outreach. For the opposition,
they reveal a deepening em-
ployment crisis.

The TMC argues the cash
support is a safety net for
youths navigating a sluggish
job market, while the oppo-
sition BJP has labelled it an
election-time “dole.”

Leader of Opposition Su-
vendu Adhikari questioned

HP Speaker takes
cognisance of officials
ignoring MLAS’ calls

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shimla, Feb 17: Himachal
Pradesh Assembly Speaker
Kuldeep Singh Pathania Tues-
day took cognisance of officials
increasingly avoiding the tele-
phone calls of elected represen-
tatives.

Terming the behaviour as
arbitrary and serious, he asked
the MLASs to submit the names of
such officials, so that action can
be initiated against them under
the Assembly rules.

The matter was raised by Con-
gress MLA from Gagret, Rakesh
Kalia, during the Question Hour.

Neither do some officials
answer MLASs’ calls to enquire
about public work, nor do they
call back, Kalia said.

The opposition and ruling par-
ty legislators alike have raised
the issue of officials’ high-hand-
edness and failure to answer
calls, he said. The Gagret MLA
requested the government to stop
telephone allowance given to of-
ficials who do not answer calls
of elected representatives, and
threatened to stir up protests out-
side the offices of such officials if
the government did not curb this
practice immediately.

The issue raised by Kalia was
backed by both the ruling and
opposition MLAs, who thumped
their tables in support.

Describing the issue as “ex-
tremely serious” and one de-
manding immediate attention,
Speaker Pathania directed Kalia
to submit the names of such offi-
cials to the Assembly Secretari-
at so that action could be taken
against them.

the need for physical camps
instead of a fully digital ap-
plication process, alleging that
the “exercise was geared more
towards political mobilisation
than helping the unemployed
youths.”

“It also reflects that the
TMC government despite be-
ing in power for the last 15
years, has failed to generate
employment,” he said.

The state government re-
jected the charge.

Finance Minister Chandri-
ma Bhattacharya said wel-
fare schemes would continue
despite fiscal constraints and
accused the Centre of with-
holding dues.

Political observers noted
that the camps have also acted
as organisational exercises for
the ruling party’s grassroots
network.

Local councillors and
booth-level workers were vis-
ible at several sites assisting
applicants, a reminder of how
welfare delivery and electoral
mobilisation often overlap in
Bengal’s political culture.

Political analyst Biswanath
Chakraborty said the optics
were significant.

“In Bengal, welfare pro-
grammes carry political mes-
saging. The government is
signalling empathy with un-
employed youth while demon-
strating administrative reach
ahead of polls,” he said.

Not everyone standing in
line was convinced.

At a camp in North 24 Par-
ganas, Sabyasachi Dey, a B.Ed

graduate, said he registered
reluctantly.

“What can %1,500 do today?
We want jobs, not token sup-
port. But when opportunities
are scarce, you take whatever
help you can get,” he said.

An elderly woman collect-
ing forms for her son, who
now works outside the state,
echoed a common sentiment.

“Any support helps, but
every parent still wants their
child to come home with a
real job,” she said, reflecting
the deeper social reality of per-
sistent unemployment among
educated youths.

The %5,000-crore allocation
for Yuva Sathi adds to a port-
folio of welfare schemes that
has defined the Banerjee gov-
ernment’s governance mod-
el, from women-focused cash
transfers to farmer assistance
programmes. The expansion
of direct benefit transfers has
helped the ruling party build
strong voter linkages, partic-
ularly among economically
vulnerable sections.

Critics, however, argue that
recurring cash transfers risk
obscuring structural concerns
such as industrial stagnation
and migration of skilled work-
ers.

For many youths themselves,
politics feels secondary.

As 24-year-old aspirant
Debayan Sarkar said while
adjusting his folder of docu-
ments, “People can call this
politics or welfare. For us, it
simply means a little support
until work finally comes.”

Civic body signs pact
with TCS for smart
lighting solutions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Feb 17: The Kolkata
Municipal Corporation has
signed an agreement with an
IT services major TCS for the
modernisation and upgrada-
tion of the city’s public light-
ing infrastructure, a KMC of-
ficial said Tuesday.

Under the agreement, the
civic body will collaborate
with the Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices (TCS) for the installation
of energy-efficient LED street-
lights and the implementation
of smart lighting solutions
across different boroughs of
the city.

“The project with Tata Con-
sultancy Services (TCS) will
help in cutting down power
costs and ensure better main-
tenance through technolo-
gy-driven monitoring sys-
tems,” the official said.

The project would involve
phased replacement of conven-
tional streetlights with LED
fixtures and the introduction
of a centralised control and
monitoring system for re-
al-time tracking of faults and
energy usage.

The KMC official said the
project is expected to be rolled
out in phases, covering major
thoroughfares, residential ar-
eas and other public spaces.

The civic body believes the
initiative will significantly
reduce carbon emissions and
operational costs in the long
run, the official said.

As of now a pilot project will
be rolled out in Kalighat and
Alipore areas of the city.

Further details regarding
the financial outlay and time-
line of execution of the entire
project will be announced af-
ter the completion of initial
surveys, the official said.

“The system will involve
automated scheduling of
switching off and switching on
of street lights, dimming and
brightening of lights based on
sensors, and a centralised con-
trol through intelligent urban
an exchange platform,” KMC
MIC (Electrical) Sandip Ran-
jan Bakshi.

SIT to probe ‘Benami’ land purchases: CM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shimla, Feb 17: Himach-
al Pradesh Chief Minister
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu Tues-
day announced the constitution
of a special investigation team
(SIT) to probe into ‘benami’
(anonymous) land deals at Gag-
gal Airport in Kangra district
and Gagret in Una district.

Responding to a query from
the Congress MLA from the
Gagret assembly seat, Rakesh
Kalia, during Question Hour
in the assembly, Sukhu said
the government will investi-
gate cases of anonymous land
purchases and alleged commis-
sions paid during the process at
the two locations.

He said if anyone has made
‘benami’ transactions, their
land will be confiscated and no
compensation will be provided.
If any such case comes to light
during the investigation, strict
action will be taken against
those involved, he added.

“The state government is
taking strict action against
corruption and will also take
action against irregularities
in the purchase and sale of
land at Gaggal Airport and
Gagret,” he asserted, adding
that an outsider is permitted
to purchase land in the state
only under Section 118 of Hi-
machal Pradesh Tenancy and
Land Reforms Act.

The chief minister asked the
Congress legislator for Gagret
to provide any documents he
possesses regarding these mat-
ters to the SIT.

In response to the original
query, Sukhu said over 31,460
crore has been distributed to
4,649 people so far under the

The chief minister
asked the Congress
legislator for
Gagret to provide
any documents
he possesses
regarding these
matters to the SIT

proposed land acquisition for
the expansion of Gaggal Air-
port in Kangra. This amount
has been transferred to affect-
ed people’s bank accounts as
per the provisions of the Land
Acquisition Act.

In a supplementary ques-
tion, Kalia made allegations
against a former Uttarakhand
government official, alleging
that he was involved in an al-
leged attempt to overthrow the
Himachal Pradesh government
last year. The MLA further al-
leged that the official was ex-
ploiting local people and “im-
porting” the culture of Uttar

Pradesh into the state.

A complaint of a %8-lakh
fraud had been filed against the
said persons, but the investiga-
tion is stalled, Kalia said.

In response to a question
from the BJP MLA from the
Barsar assembly seat, Inder
Dutt Lakhanpal, Sukhu said
underground ducts being con-
structed in Shimla for elec-
tricity and telecom cables and
water pipelines are complete-
ly safe and will not cause any
harm to the city.

He said once these ducts are
complete, the problem of over-
head wires in the state capital
--a prime tourist destination --
would be resolved, augmenting
the beauty of the city as there
would be no further digging of
roads to lay electric telephone
wires and water pipes.

The ducts stretching from
Chota Shimla, through Scandal
Point, up to Chaura Maidan are
being constructed at a cost of
%150 crore and there would be
no compromise on the quality,
Sukhu said.
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| was
assured by
the home

minister that

these places will
be reopened and
orders for the

same have now been issued. |
am thankful to the home min-
ister for that. The local people
have borne losses (due to clo-
sure). Now, | hope people will
visit these beautiful places

OMAR ABDULLAH | J&K cM

Cooperative
‘ federalism

requires
predictability,
fairness, and
respect for
constitutional
roles. States must have the
fiscal capacity to fulfill the
responsibilities entrusted to
them, particularly in areas such
as health, education, social
protection, and infrastructure

PINARAYI VIJAYAN | KERALA CM

Kabir has
‘ managed
50 per cent

of funding for

his mosque in

Murshidabad’s

Beldannga from

Bangladeshi donors, forces
associated with outfits like
Jamaat. He is covertly helping
the TMC to counter the
anti-Mamata Banerjee

wave among minorities

SUVENDU ADHIKARI I BJP LEADER

8 SHORT TAKES

I 22 Naxalites
surrender

Sukma: As many as 22
Naxalites surrendered

in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma
district Tuesday, police
said. The cadres, including a
woman, turned themselves
in before senior police and
CRPF officials here under
the ‘Poona Margem’ (New
Dawn) rehabilitation scheme
of the government, Sukma
Superintendent of Police
Kiran Chavan said.

Bihar NEET aspirant’s
family gets threats

Jehanabad: The family of

a NEET aspirant in Bihar,
whose death after alleged
sexual assault is being probed
by the CBI, has claimed

that they have received a
threat that their son would
meet the same fate as their
deceased daughter, police
said Tuesday. The family
has alleged in a complaint
that a piece of paper was
thrown inside their house,
on which it was written “you
have lost your daughter and
if you do not relent you will
lose your son as well”, said
Rahul Kumar, the SHO of
Shakurabad police station

in Jehanabad district.

Woman drowns 4-year
old niece in water tank

Muzaffarnagar (UP): A
woman was arrested Tuesday
for allegedly killing her four-
year-old niece by throwing

her into a water tank and
stabbing her sister-in-law,

who apparently opposed her
relationship with a neighbour,
police here said Tuesday. Inthe
incident that took place around
2.30 am in Basikala village under
Shahpur police station limits,
Firdosh (40) and her three

other children sustained stab
injuries, while her four-year-old
daughter was killed after she
was thrown into the water tank
of the house, police said.

Cong leaders, workers
clash with police

Lucknow: Congress leaders
and workers clashed with
police Tuesday as they tried
to march to the Uttar Pradesh
Vidhan Sabha during the
budget session to protest
against issues such as
replacing of rural employment
scheme MGNREGA and
misgovernance. The clash

led to several detentions and
alleged lathicharge.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: The Na-
tional Green Tribunal’s nod
to the Great Nicobar project
is disappointing and unfortu-
nate and may have disastrous
ecological impacts, according
to environment enthusiasts.

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) Monday cleared
the proposed International
Container Transhipment Ter-
minal in the Great Nicobar
Island, saying adequate safe-
guards had been provided in
the environmental clearance
(EC) conditions.

The eastern zonal bench
of Kolkata, headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava, passed the order
Monday while hearing the
objections to the proposed ter-
minal, township, area develop-

ment and a 450 MV A gas and
solar-based power plant.
Congress MP and former
environment minister Jairam
Ramesh, who has been vocal
against the project, termed
the decision “disappointing”.
“The decision of the Nation-
al Green Tribunal giving its
approval to the Great Nicobar
project is deeply disappointing.
There is clear evidence that the
project will have disastrous

ecological impacts,” Ramesh
said in a post on X.
Debi Goenka, executive

trustee at Conservation Ac-
tion Trust, a Mumbai-based
non-profit organisation,
termed the NGT nod “unfor-
tunate”. Conservation Action
Trust is one of the entities to
challenge the project in court.
“The decision is unfortunate.
Our appeal against an earlier

0

What we
promise, we
deliver. We have
been working at a
rapid pace to ful-
fill our promises

NAYAB SINGH SAINI |
HARYANA CM

NGT ruling is pending in the
Calcutta High Court. We are
hopeful that it will be taken up
expeditiously,” Goenka said.

Former Rajya Sabha MP
and bureaucrat Jawahar Sir-
car said, “This is unbelievable,
unacceptable!”

‘National Green Tribunal
clears the massacre of irre-

India-France elevate ties to
special strateglc partnershlp

o LU
w.m

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Mumbai, Feb
17: India and France Tuesday
elevated their relations to a
“special global strategic part-
nership” and vowed to boost
cooperation in key sectors
of defence, trade and critical
minerals with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and French
President Emmanuel Macron
describing the bilateral ties as
a “force for global stability” in
the face of increasing geopolit-
ical turbulence.

The two leaders, following
their talks in Mumbai, also
virtually inaugurated an As-
sembly line in Karnataka's
Vemagal to build Airbus H125
helicopters that is expected to
enhance India's aerospace man-
ufacturing capabilities.

The two sides inked a total of
21 agreements and documents
providing for deepening of co-
operation in an array of areas
including critical minerals, de-
fence, high technology, renew-
able energy, and health.

The pacts included one
on defence cooperation and
another on a joint venture
between Bharat Electronics
Ltd and French defence giant
Safran to produce Hammer
missiles in India.

A separate pact was inked
for reciprocal deployment of
officers at Indian Army and
French Land Forces establish-
ments. Modi hosted Macron for
the talks hours after the French
leader landed in Mumbai on a
three-day India visit.

“The world is going through
a period of uncertainty. In
such an environment, the In-
dia-France partnership is a
force for global stability. We
are combining France's exper-
tise and India’s scale,” Modi

INDIA AND FRANCE ELEVATE
THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO A
‘SPECIAL GLOBAL STRATEGIC
PARTNERSHIP’, ENHANCING
COOPERATION IN KEY SECTORS

PRIME MINISTER MODI
AND PRESIDENT MACRON
INAUGURATED AN AIRBUS H125
HELICOPTER ASSEMBLY LINE

IN KARNATAKA, BOOSTING
MANUFACTURING IN INDIA

INDIA AND FRANCE ARE
EXPANDING DEFENCE
COOPERATION, INCLUDING
RAFALE JETS AND SUBMARINES,
STRENGTHENING THEIR
SECURITY PARTNERSHIP

said in his media statement.
The prime minister said the
two countries share a "very
special relationship" and that
France is one of India's oldest
strategic partners.

“And together with President
Macron, we have given this stra-
tegic partnership unprecedented
depth and energy. Based on this
trust and shared vision, today
we are establishing our relation-
ship as a ‘special global strategic
partnership’,” Modi said.

“This partnership is not just
strategic. In today's turbulent
era, it is a partnership of global
stability and global progress,”
he said. Modi also made a ref-

Borah to join BJP, suspended
MLA switches to Raijor Dal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, Feb 17: In a major
jolt to the Opposition Congress
in Assam ahead of the assembly
polls, its former state president
Bhupen Borah will join the BJP
February 22, while its suspend-
ed MLA Sherman Ali Ahmed
joined the Raijor Dal Tuesday.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma visited Borah’s
residence in the Ghoramara
area of Guwahati, a day after
the senior leader resigned from
the Congress.

The two leaders held discus-
sions for over an hour and a
half, following which Sarma
announced that Borah will join
the BJP along with his support-
ers, and state BJP president
Dilip Saikia will finalise the
modalities.

“Borah, along with some of
his supporters, will join the
BJP in Guwahati, but there will
be another joining programme
at Lakhimpur from where he
hails, as many Congress mem-
bers have expressed their de-

sire to follow his steps,” Sarma
said, with the veteran leader by
his side.

Claiming that Borah’s move
reflects poorly on the Congress,
the CM alleged that the party is
“no longer a place for Hindus”.
“He is the last recognised Hindu
leader of the Congress without
family antecedents in the par-
ty,” he said. Sarma claimed Bo-
ra, who was the state Congress
president from 2021 to 2025, has
struggled for a long time in the
opposition party, and he will
get a platform in the BJP to do
what he wants.

When asked about the con-
stituency Borah may contest
from in the Assembly polls,
Sarma said no such discussions
had taken place. “He is not join-
ing the BJP in exchange for an
Assembly seat. There is no bar-
gaining involved. If required,
he can even contest from Jaluk-
bari,” Sarma said, referring to
his own constituency. Borah,
however, did not speak at the
press conference.

erence to the H-125 helicopter
Assembly line. “Today’s in-
auguration of the helicopter
assembly line in India is an-
other shining example of this
deep trust. We are proud that
India and France will jointly
manufacture the world's only
helicopter capable of flying to
the heights of Mount Everest.
And we will also export it to the
entire world,” he said.

The prime minister, refer-
ring to Russia-Ukraine conflict,
situation in West Asia and the
Indo-Pacific, said both India
and France believe in demo-
cratic values, the rule of law,
and a multipolar world.

“It is our shared commitment
to eradicate terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations,”
Modi said. The prime minister
also noted that the year 2026 is
a "turning point" in India-Eu-
rope relations as he cited the
India-EU free trade deal.

“Just a few days ago, we
signed the largest and most
ambitious free trade agreement
in India's history with the Eu-
ropean Union. This free trade
agreement will also bring un-
precedented momentum to In-
dia-France relations,” he said.

The two sides also launched
an initiative titled ‘In-
dia-France Year of Innovation’.

Wy

Youth Congress members stage a protest over the recent India-US interim trade deal, in Kolkata, West Bengal

TINA AMBANI SKIPS ED
SUMMONS FOR 2ND TIME

Reliance Group chairperson

Anil Ambani’s wife Tina Ambani

Tuesday skipped the Enforce-

ment Directorate (ED) summons

for the second time Tuesday

THE
NATIONAL
GREEN TRIBUNAL

| NGT nod to Great Nicobar project unfortunate; Environmentalists

very ecologically fragile zone,”
he said on X.

Seventy scholars, former
bureaucrats, activists, lawyers
and environmentalists had
previously written an open
letter responding to Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender Ya-

dav's defence of the proposed
Rs 92,000 crore Great
Nicobar Island me-
ga infrastructure

MONDAY CLEARED THE project, urging the
PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL minister to “set
CONTAINER TRANSHIPMENT aside political
placeable LY ARI R G T VAN [e]:7.: ] considerations"”
flora and fau- ISLAND, SAYING ADEQUATE and focus on the

na of Great
Nicobar for a
port (surely to
be bagged by a
crony to profiteer)
and naval outpost! A

whole tribe will be wiped out,
and the project will endanger a

Guj ATS, Coast
Guard foil int’l
smuggling bid

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad, Feb 17: The
Gujarat Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) and the Coast Guard
have apprehended two Irani-
ans, who “daringly” navigated
a speedboat from Iran to Indian
waters, attempting to smuggle
more than 200 kg of a suspected
narcotic drug, officials said.

Acting on information
shared by the Gujarat
ATS, an Indian Coast Guard
ship was diverted to intercept
a foreign boat suspected of en-
gaging in illicit drug traffick-
ing Monday night, a defence
release stated.

“A thorough search of the
boat led to the recovery of 203
packets, each weighing approx-
imately 1 kg, containing a crys-
talline substance suspected to
be narcotic drugs,” it said.

Speaking to reporters, ATS
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) Sunil Joshi said that
an Iranian speedboat was in-
tercepted, about 140 nautical
miles in the Arabian Sea, off
the Porbandar coast, near the
International Maritime Bound-
ary Line (IMBL).

As many as 203 packets con-
taining a white substance were
seized from the boat, and it was
ruled out to be heroin in a drug
kit test, and will be further ana-
lysed by forensic experts.

The official said prima facie,
it appears that the accused,
Abdul Majid and Abdul Sattar,
both residents of Chabahar
in Iran, had travelled all the
way from their home country
on the speedboat.

“The manner in which they
travelled so far in a speedboat
is quite daring. According to
our information, these pack-
ets were to be received by a
person from Punjab, and an
investigation is underway in
this regard,” he said.

LGRS POV project’s “grave

IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEARANCE
CONDITIONS

and irreversible
negative implica-
tions”.

The signatories in-
cluded historian Ramach-
andra Guha, wildlife conser-
vationist Romulus Whitaker,

wildlife biologist Ravi Chel-
lam, nature conservation-
ist Asad Rahmani, scientist
Sharachchandra Lele, and
former Gujarat principal chief
conservator of forests Ashok
Kumar Sharma, among others.

Earlier, a batch of petitions
challenged the clearances
granted for the project, claim-
ing violations of the Island
Coastal Regulation Zone
(ICRZ) notification.

This was the second round of
litigation concerning the project.
In April 2023, the tribunal largely
upheld the EC while constituting
ahigh-powered committee (HPC)
to examine specific concerns. The
tribunal also noted that the shore-
line of the island will be protected,
ensuring no loss of sandy beach-
es, as these provide nesting sites
for turtles and birds, apart from
protecting the island.

India ready to work with
BNP govt: Birla in Dhaka

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla Tuesday at-
tended the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of new Bangladesh Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman in
Dhaka, and said India stands
ready to support Ban-

to India and PM Narendra Modi
to the visiting India Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla at a courtesy
meet following the swearing-in
of the new government.
“Speaker Birla conveyed
wishes and an invitation to
India. Both leaders expressed
optimism to work

gladesh’s endeavours BANGLADESH HAD together for the
to build a democratic, INVITED NARENDRA  well-being of the peo-
progressive and inclu- MODI TO THE ple of Bangladesh
sive nation. CEREMONY, BUT THE and India, pursuing a

Separately, the PRIME MINISTER people-centric menu
speaker called on COULDNOTATTEND of cooperation.” Bir-
the new Bangladesh = THEEVENTASHE 13 also met Maldives
prime minister and WASSCHEDULEDTO  pregident Mohamed
conveyed the wishes HOLD TALKS WITH Muizzu, Bhutan
of Prime Minister Na- FRENCH PRESIDENT Prime Minister
rendra Modi. He also Fg’m’mgi‘;%ﬁggﬁﬁ Tshering Tobgay and
handed over an invita- other leaders on the
tion from Prime Min- sidelines of the event.

ister Modi to Rahman to visit
India, officials said here.
“Glad to attend the swear-
ing-in ceremony of the new
government of Bangladesh led
by Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman in Dhaka today. India
stands ready to support Ban-
gladesh's endeavours to build
a democratic, progressive
and inclusive nation,” Birla
posted on X. Bangladesh High
Commissioner to India, Riaz
Hamidullah, said in a post on
X, "Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman conveys his greetings

EXPERIENTIAL IMPACT

LET'S TALK

| DIALE
nm'm

Led by Rahman, the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) swept
to power with a two-thirds ma-
jority with 49.97 per cent votes
and 209 seats in the polls held
February 12, results for which
were declared February 13.
The Jamaat-e-Islami, which
was opposed to Bangladesh's
independence from Pakistan
in 1971, registered its best-ever
performance with 31.76 per cent
votes and 68 seats. The National
Citizen Party (NCP) secured the
third-highest number of seats,
six, and 3.05 per cent votes.

PTI PHOTO
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national

“ The H-125

program
investment is anticipated
to exceed 31000 crore and
is likely to create direct
and indirect

employment opportunities
for our skilled and hard
working younger
generation

RAJNATH SINGH | DEFENCE MINISTER

KCR TURNS 72

Telangana Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy, his Andhra Pradesh
counterpart N Chandrababu
Naidu and several other leaders
greeted BRS president K Chan-
drasekhar Rao on his 72nd birth-
day Tuesday, while leaders of the
regional party organised chari-
table activities on the occasion

Mamata calls EC ‘Tughfaqi Commission’

There is one

leader who is

a part-time

politician and a

full-time drama-

tist. He neither

understands trade

nor tradition. Those who have
never seen villages and farms are
making allegations every day
SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN |

UNION AGRICULTURE MINISTER

The initiative
is a signif-
icant step

towards making

the capital safer,

more organised

and future-ready.

All roads will be developed under
the wall-to-wall carpeting model
to ensure construction work is not
partial, but carried out across the
full width with uniform quality

REKHA GUPTA I DELHI CM

Members
‘ of the tribal
council

frequently visit

foreign countries.

When asked how

these trips were

funded, they claim they bear the
expenses themselves. Loot is ev-
erywhere. A peculiar situation has
been created in the tribal council

MANIK SAHA I TRIPURA CM

POST
OF THE DAY

14 Districts

78 Tulaks

1670 Villages

Congress led UDF

has launched

month long

‘Navayuga Yatra’
in Kerala, already covered 5
districts in 9 days. UDF gaining
momentum everyday to wipe out
BJP & LDF for once & all

@mr_mayank

8 SHORT TAKES

M 2 Pak nationals
held in Ambala

Jammu: Two Pakistani
nationals, who along with

a local gangster escaped
from a juvenile home in a
border village here, were
arrested within 20 hours of
the incident near Ambala
railway station in Haryana
while they were heading for
Nepal, officials said Tuesday.
However, local gangster
Karajeet Singh alias Gugga,
who allegedly masterminded
the escape, remained at large
and efforts are on to arrest
him, they said. Karajeet
Singh, a resident of Dablehar
in R S Pura, and Pakistan
citizens Mohammad Suna-
ullah (20) and Ahsan Anwar
(21) allegedly attacked police
personnel and fled from the
juvenile home at around 5
pm Monday. Two cops were
injured in the incident.

I Mentally challenged
man lynched in Fkhand

Chatra/Bokaro: A mentally
challenged man was beaten
to death, while six women
from Uttar Pradesh were
assaulted by mobs over
childlifting suspicions in
two separate incidents in
Jharkhand's Chatra and
Bokaro districts, police said
Tuesday. The 45-year-old
man, who was allegedly
severely beaten up by some
people in Chatra district

on suspicion of being a
childlifter, succumbed to
his injuries at the Rajendra
Institute of Medical Sciences
(RIMS) in Ranchi Monday, a
police officer said.

[ Mohali schools receive
bomb threat emails

Chandigarh: Some private
schools in Punjab's Mohali
received bomb threat emails
which also mentioned Fortis
Hospital, following which
non-essential services in
the hospital were kept on
hold, officials said Tuesday,
adding that nothing

suspicious was found. ]

iuotel 2 8
6

Salim Khan
admitted to ICU

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 17: Veteran
screenwriter Salim Khan,
credited for writing celebrated
Hindi films such as “Sholay”,
“Deewar” and “Don” with Javed
Akhtar, is stable and under close
observation after he was admit-
ted to the ICU of Lilavati hospital
in Bandra Tuesday.

In a statement shared to PTI,
Dr Jalil Parker, who is treating
the 90-year-
old veteran,
said Khan
was admit-
ted in the
ICU early
morning at
8.30 am.

"He is
stable but is
under close
observation in regards to his
clinical status," Parker said in
the statement.

"He (Khan) was brought into
the emergency by their fami-
ly doctor Dr Sandeep Chopra.
Emergency care was initiat-
ed in the emergency and Mr
Salim Khan was shifted to the
intensive care on the 1st floor.
A team of doctors consisting of
Dr Vinay Chavan (neurologist),
Dr Ajit Menon(cardiologist) &
Dr Nitin Dange (neurosurgeon)
and Dr Bineet Ahluwalia at-
tended on him." Parker said the
doctors will hold a press bulletin
Wednesday at 11am with "due
consent of the relatives & main-
taining the confidentiality of the
patient to the utmost".

Speaking to reporters at
the state secretariat,
Banerjee drew parallels
with Delhi Sultan
Muhammad bin Tughlaq
and Adolf Hitler, saying
the poll panel had
“inflicted torture”
on Bengal voters

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Feb 17: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee Tuesday accused the Elec-
tion Commission of behaving
like a “Tughlaqi Commission”
and alleged that it was acting
at the behest of the BJP to ma-
nipulate voters’ lists in the
state.

Speaking to reporters at the
state secretariat, she drew
parallels with Delhi Sultan
Muhammad bin Tughlaq and
Adolf Hitler, saying the poll
panel had “inflicted torture”
on Bengal voters.

Banerjee alleged that the EC
was violating rules, defying Su-
preme Court directives, and
creating confusion that had
even resulted in deaths.

“This is a torture commis-
sion, and they are behaving
like Tughlag, committing
atrocities like Hitler. My ques-
tion is whether the people elect
a government, or is it a Tugh-
lagi commission acting on be-

SC: Political leaders must
foster fraternity in country

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: Political
leaders must foster fraternity in
the country, the Supreme Court
observed Tuesday while asking
12 petitioners, including aca-
demician Roop Rekha Verma,
to file a fresh plea seeking the
guidelines on political speeches.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Justices
B V Nagarathna and Joymalya
Bagchi, however, declined to en-
tertain a PIL seeking guidelines
for politicians and the media
when reporting or amplifying
speeches by leaders that alleged-
ly affect the fraternity and con-
stitutional values.

The petition, argued by se-
nior advocate Kapil Sibal, was
moved in the backdrop of al-
leged hate speeches by Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma. On Monday, a CJI-led
bench refused to entertain pe-
titions seeking action against
the Assam chief minister over a
viral video purportedly showing
him taking aim and firing with
arifle at members of the Muslim
community.

On Tuesday, at the outset,
Sibal said that the atmosphere
had become "toxic" and urged

the bench to frame guidelines
to ensure accountability when
political speeches vitiate fra-
ternity.

"It's becoming toxic. I am not
on any individual," Sibal said,
stressing that the relief sought
was not directed against a par-
ticular leader.

However, the bench was not
in agreement, with the CJI say-
ing the petition appeared to
single out select individuals of
a particular political party.

"Of course it is against an in-
dividual, especially at this time.
Withdraw this. File a simple
plea on what conditional guard-
rails have been laid down and
how political parties are violat-
ing them," the CJI said.

He added that a petition tar-
geting "selectively chosen few"
would not be acceptable and
that any such challenge must
be objective and even-handed.

"We are inclined to entertain
such a petition. We are eagerly
waiting for someone with objec-
tivity to come and file one," the
CJI said.

"Political leaders must fos-
ter fraternity in the country,"
Justice Nagarathna observed
and underscored the need for
restraint on all sides.

half of a political party? There
were complaints in Haryana,
Bihar and Maharashtra. Then
why is Bengal being targeted?
The EC is doing all this just to
please the BJP,” Banerjee told
reporters.

By using the word ‘Tugh-
lagi’, Banerjee was alluding
to Muhammad bin Tughlaq,
who was known for whimsical
decisions.

The Bengal CM also ques-
tioned the EC's handling of
voter verification, pointing
out that documents accepted
in other states like Bihar were
being rejected in Bengal.

“Why is Bihar not part of
India, or is Bengal not part of
India?” she questioned. Refer-
ring to a Supreme Court hear-
ing scheduled February 14, she
claimed that the EC blocked

access to its portal ahead of
the hearing. “According to
the Supreme Court order, the
hearing was to take place on
February 14. But why was
the login blocked at 3 pm that
day? There were several lakh
people whose verification had
been completed and who were
valid voters. By blocking the
login, their applications could
not be disposed of,” she said.
On the suspension of seven
assistant electoral registration
officers (AEROs) deputed from
the state, she said the officials
were not given a hearing or
show-cause notices.

“Some of them worked hard
to ensure smooth implementa-
tion of the SIR process. These
are vindictive steps. A govern-
ment cannot act vindictively.
We are with the people, we are

with the officials, and we will
remain with them. If Bengal
government's officers are vic-
timised (by the EC), we will 100
per cent protect them and pro-
mote those who are demoted,”
she said.

Banerjee also alleged that
district magistrates were being
pressured and warned against
attempts to influence the elec-
toral process.

The CM also blamed SIR-re-
lated anxiety and work pres-
sure for the deaths of 160 peo-
ple in the state.

The chief minister cautioned
the EC to ensure that genuine
voters from all religions and
social backgrounds were in-
cluded in the final voters' list.

Banerjee further reiterated
that certain BJP leaders in the
state had "acute psychiatric
problems" and suggested they
seek professional evaluation.

Comparing the situation to
the abduction of Sita in the Ra-
mayana, she said people whose
names were missing from the
final voters' list despite being
in the draft list would realise
the implications on polling day.
Questioning the timing of the
SIR, Banerjee said, "When you
had 24 years in hand, why was
the SIR not conducted earlier?"

Referring to elections in
Bangladesh, she said, "See
how elections were conducted
peacefully there. It is a shame
that in a democratic country
like India, democracy is being
bulldozed."

Vaishnaw apologises for
Al summit Day 1issues

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: Union Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw Tuesday
apologised for the issues faced by
attendees on the opening day of
the India Al Impact Summit 2026,
calling the turnout ‘“phenome-
nal” and promising a smoother
experience in the coming days.

Addressing criticism over
overcrowding, Vaishnaw said
more than 70,000 people attended
the summit Monday, highlight-
ing the high interest in what is
billed as one of the world’s larg-
est Al gatherings.

“This is the biggest Al sum-
mit in the entire world. The
response is phenomenal. The
energy is palpable. We can see
the organisation is very smooth
now. If anybody has faced any
problems yesterday, we apolo-
gise for that,” he said at a press
conference in the summit venue
Bharat Mandapam.

The opening day drew thou-
sands of attendees, including
startup founders, global tech rep-
resentatives, and international
delegates. However, heavy foot-
fall led to confusion, long queues,
overlapping security checks, and
temporary evacuation of some
exhibitor stalls ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's visit
to the expo happening alongside.

Vehicles crawl amid a heavy traffic jam near Akshardham temple, due to restrictions for the India Al Impact Summit and peak-hour rush, in New Delhi en eoro

Eye on polls, Tamil Nadu Budget empowers women

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Feb 17: Tamil Nadu
Finance Minister Thangam
Thenarasu Tuesday present-
ed a %2.55 lakh crore interim
Budget for 2026-27 for the poll-
bound state that saw 4,000
crore allocation for the DMK's
flagship scheme of free bus
travel for women.

Out of the 2,55,391 crore of
sectoral allocations, a max-
imum of 57,039 crore was
earmarked for education and
%35,773 crore for urban devel-
opment and 22,090 crore for
the health department. Overall,
%13,062 crore has been allocated
to the Transport Department in
the Interim Budget Estimates.

For social security schemes,
which includes Old Age and
Differently Abled Pension,
and a total number of 35.33 lakh
beneficiaries made a total allo-
cation of ¥5,463 crore.

The main Opposition AIAD-
MK slammed the interim Bud-
get as “wordplay” and claimed
that it “deceived” the people.

Tamil Nadu BJP leader

Narayanan Thirupathy termed
the Budget as “the DMK’s last
deceptive self-promotion inter-
im Budget.” He said it was fo-
cused entirely on criticising the
BJP-led Central government,
but failed to hide the failures
of their so-called “Dravidian
Model” governance.

In Interim Budget Estimates
2026-27, the Total Revenue Ex-
penditure has been estimated
at ¥3,93,272 crore, showcasing
a growth of 3.79 per cent over
Revised Estimates 2025-26.
The overall Capital Expendi-
ture in the Revised Estimates
is projected at 51,443 crore,
as compared to %57,231 crore
in Budget Estimates 2025-26.
In sum, the State's Own Reve-
nues are estimated at ¥2,57,283
crore, which constitutes 74.67
per cent of the Total Revenue
Receipts in the Interim Budget
Estimates 2026-27.

Agriculture Minister MRK
Panneerselvam presented the
agriculture Budget and he said
347,248 crore was the allocation
for the Agriculture Depart-
ment. Two lakh new free elec-

tricity connections have been
provided to the farmers during
the past five years.

The finance minister said
that in the ensuing year, the
Fiscal Deficit as a percentage
of GSDP is estimated to be 3.00
per cent in the Interim Budget
Estimates 2026-27. The overall
outstanding debt of the state is
estimated to be %9,52,374 crore
in the Revised Estimates 2025-

26 as against ¥9,29,959 crore in
the Budget Estimates 2025-26.

In his address, the min-
ister also alleged that the
union government appeared
to leave no stone unturned to
artificially precipitate a fiscal
crisis in Tamil Nadu. On the
16th Finance Commission's re-
port, the minister said it has
been a great disappointment
to Tamil Nadu.

he main Opposition AIADMK

slammed the interim budget
as “wordplay” and claimed that it
“deceived” the people

amil Nadu BJP leader

Narayanan Thirupathy termed
the budget as “the DMK’s last
deceptive self-promotion interim
budget

The minister said in a fed-
eral polity, there were several
instances in the past where
states had been unfairly treat-
ed by the union government.
He further said, “However, I
firmly believe that the extent of
challenges faced by this govern-
ment is unprecedented.”

In every field, be it denial of
sanction for major infrastruc-
ture projects for Tamil Na-
du, withholding of release of
funds for centrally sponsored
schemes, curtailment of tax
revenues, or unfair imposition
of conditions, the union govern-
ment appears to leave no stone
unturned to artificially pre-
cipitate a fiscal crisis in Tamil
Nadu, he alleged.

Furthermore, he alleged that
severe fiscal stress has been
caused by the actions of the
union government, which has
a destabilising impact on the
state finances.

Explaining "challenges"
faced by the government, he
said that the GST rate ratio-
nalisation was approved by
the GST Council without con-
sidering the apprehensions and
Opposition recorded by several
states.

At a time, when all state
governments are under pres-
sure due to rising expenditure
commitments, Tamil Nadu is
further being denied releases
under Centrally Sponsored
Schemes that are legitimately
due to the state.

These include an amount
of 33,548 crore withheld by
the Union government under
Samagra Shiksha Scheme,
denial of a sum of 3,112 crore
under Jal Jeevan Mission, and
an amount of 32,246 crore of
Finance Commission Grants
which has not been released to
the state government.
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International

India became
‘ an extremely

important
leader in the
discussions on all
aspects of the ac-
tivities of the UN,
in peace and security, sustamable
development, where | remember
the G20 presided by India, the very
important decisions that were
taken there

ANTONIO GUTERRES I SECRETARY GENERAL

Bangladesh
is no longer
a country

with a submissive
foreign policy or
dependent on the

!
\

instructions and L

advice of other countries

MUHAMMAD YUNUS |
OUTGOING INTERIM GOVERNMENT CHIEF

The more this
evil comes
from Russia,

the harder it will

be for everyone to

reach any agree-

ments with them.

Partners must understand this.
First and foremost, this concerns
the United States

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY | PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

SHORT TAKES

I Jesse Jackson
dies at 84

Washington: Charismatic

US civil rights leader Jesse
Jackson, an eloquent Baptist
minister raised in the
segregated South who became
a close associate of Martin
Luther King Jr and twice ran

for the Democratic presidential
nomination, has died at age 84,
his family said in a statement
Tuesday. “Our father was a
servant leader - not only to our
family, but to the oppressed, the
voiceless, and the overlooked
around the world,” the Jackson
family said. Veteran American
civil rights activist Reverend
Jesse Jackson receives Legion of
Honour in Paris

[ 11 security personnel,
1 child killed in attack

Peshawar: Militants rammed
a vehicle filled with explosives
into an army checkpoint

in northwestern Pakistan,
killing 11 security personnel
and a child, the military said
Tuesday, as the South Asian
nation battles a surge in
violence. Women and children
were among seven wounded
in Monday’s attack in Bajur
district, which lies along the
border with Afghanistan, the
military said. The militants
drove into the wall of a
checkpoint after security forces
blocked their attempt to enter
a residential compound for
soldiers, the military said, adding
12 attackers were killed as they
attempted to flee the scene.

[ Taliban frees three
Pakistani soldiers

Kabul: Afghanistan’s Taliban
government said Tuesday it
had released three Pakistani
soldiers captured during
border clashes in October, in
a move mediated by Saudi
Arabia amid strained ties and
a prolonged frontier closure
between the two neighbours.
The release comes months
after the worst cross-border
fighting since the Taliban
returned to power in 2021.

[ Sannazaro theatre
destroyed in blaze

Naples: A fire gutted the
interior of the historic wood-
framed Teatro Sannazaro in

a wealthy neighbourhood

of the Italian city of Naples
Tuesday, officials said. The
fire is believed to have started
in an apartment block in the
Chiaia district, but spread
rapidly to the nearby 19th-
century theatre, bringing its
domed roof crashing to the
ground and devastating the
plush stalls and tiers of gilded
boxes. “Very little of the
theatre remains,” Naples fire
commander Giuseppe Paduano
told reporters.

Rahman faces political
stability, economic
recovery challenges

Tarique Rahman sworn in
as Bangladesh’s PM after
landslide election victory

REUTERS

Dhaka, Feb 17: Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) lead-
er Tarique Rahman was sworn
in as prime minister Tuesday,
marking an important political
shift in the South Asian nation
following a period of turmoil.
Rahman, 60, son of former
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and assassinated President Zi-
aur Rahman, takes office after

recovery, law and order, and
governance reforms.

Former Commerce Minister
Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowd-
hury was named finance minis-
ter, and Khalilur Rahman, who
was national security adviser
in the interim government, was
made foreign minister.

Rahman’s BNP secured a
commanding two-thirds ma-
jority, returning to power af-
ter nearly two decades. The
Islamist party Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi, contesting its first election
since a 2013 ban was lifted fol-
lowing Hasina’s ouster, won a
record 68 seats.

Hasina’s Awami

his party’s sweeping
parliamentary elec-
tion victory.

challenges, including
restoring political
stability, rebuilding
investor confidence,

NP secures two-
thirds majority,
He faces urgent Jamaat wins 68 seats

amaat and NCP
boycott swearing-in
ceremony in protest

League party was
banned from contest-
ing after its registra-
tion was revoked by
the Election Commis-
sion.

Jamaat and its al-

and reviving key in-
dustries such as the garment
sector after the turmoil that
followed the Gen Z-led uprising
that toppled Sheikh Hasina’s
government in 2024.

An interim administration
led by Nobel laureate Muham-
mad Yunus ran the country
through the transitional period
leading up to the election.

MIX OF EXPERIENCE
AND EXPERTISE

Breaking with tradition,
the open-air swearing-in cer-
emony was held at the South
Plaza of the national parlia-
ment building, instead of the
Bangabhaban, the president’s
official residence.

President Mohammed Sha-
habuddin officiated as Rahman
and his 49-member council of
ministers took oaths in the
presence of senior political fig-
ures, diplomats, civil and mil-
itary officials, and representa-
tives from countries including
China, India and Pakistan.

The new government in-
cludes both senior and junior
ministers - a mix of experienced
BNP leaders and fresh faces,
reflecting an effort to balance
political experience with tech-
nocratic expertise as the gov-
ernment focuses on economic

lies — including the
National Citizen Party (NCP),
led by youth activists who
played a prominent role in the
movement that toppled Hasina
— will form the opposition.
JAMAAT, NCP BOYCOTT EVENT

Jamaat and the NCP did not
attend the ceremony in protest
after Rahman’s party reject-
ed the interim government’s
request for its lawmakers to
take an additional oath under
the proposed ‘Constitution Re-
form Council’. The council in-
tends to amend the constitution
following the referendum held
alongside the national election.

Rahman’s elevation caps a
long and turbulent political
journey. He returned to Ban-
gladesh last year after 17 years
of self-imposed exile in London,
arriving shortly before his
mother’s death.

Rivals have long criticised
his political record, pointing
to corruption allegations he
denies, but his return energised
party supporters and reshaped
the BNP’s campaign.

In his first remarks after the
election, Rahman urged calm
and restraint, saying, “Peace,
law and order must be main-
tained at any cost ... We will
not tolerate any kind of chaos.”

6& Based on the
transforma-

tional achievements...
during the Eighth
period, the Ninth Con-
gress of the party will
set a grander goal

of restoration and

creation
KIM JONG UN |

LEADER, NORTH KOREA

MUMBAI TO HOST
EARTHSHOT 2026

Mumbai will play host to the Earthshot Prize
2026, the world’s leading environmental award
founded by Britain’s Prince William, Kensington
Palace in London announced Tuesday. Describ-
ing India as one of the world’s most important

forces for climate and nature, the heir to the Brit-
ish throne said the country’s scale had the power
to inspire progress in the field of climate action

UKRAINE, RUSSIA BEGIN GENEVA TALKS

Trump piles new pressure on Kyiv

REUTERS

Geneva, Feb 17: Negotiators
from Ukraine and Russia began
two days of US-mediated peace
talks in Geneva Tuesday that
will focus on the main sticking
point of land, with US President
Donald Trump pressing Kyiv to
act fast to reach a deal.

Trump is urging Moscow
and Kyiv to reach a deal to end
Europe’s biggest war since
1945, though Zelenskiy has
complained that his country is
facing the greatest pressure to
make concessions.

Lead Ukrainian negotiator
Rustem Umerov said “securi-
ty and humanitarian issues”
would be on the agenda.

“We are working construc-
tively, focused and without
excessive expectations,” he
posted on X. “Our task is to
maximally advance those
solutions that can bring sus-
tainable peace closer.”

HEAVY AIRSTRIKES
ON UKRAINE OVERNIGHT

Ahead of the talks, Russia
carried out heavy airstrikes
overnight across swathes of
Ukraine, inflicting severe
damage to the power network
in the southern port city of Ode-
sa, which Ukrainian President

UKRAINE

! - SAFETY
IN EUROPE’

ONE |

S-mediated talks in
Geneva follow two rounds
in Abu Dhabi

Land remains the key
sticking point in the talks

opes are low for any major
breakthrough

Talks come ahead of fourth
anniversary of Russian
invasion

Volodymyr Zelenskiy said left
tens of thousands without heat
and water.

Zelenskiy called for Kyiv’s
allies to increase pressure on

Russia to reach a “real and
just” peace deal via tougher
sanctions and weapons supplies
to Ukraine.

Trump pointed to Ukraine
when asked by reporters what
he was expecting from the talks
in Geneva, which were follow-
ing a morning of negotiations
between US and Iranian offi-
cials at a different venue in the
Swiss lakeside city.

“Well, we have big talks,”
Trump told reporters aboard
Air Force One. “It’s going to
be very easy. I mean, look, so
far, Ukraine better come to
the table fast. That’s all I'm
telling you.”

Progress made in N-talks
with US: Iran Foreign Min

REUTERS

Geneva, Feb 17: Iran and
the United States reached an
understanding Tuesday on
main “guiding principles” in
talks aimed at resolving their
longstanding nuclear dispute,
but that does not mean a deal
is imminent, Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araqchi said.
Qil futures fell and the bench-
mark Brent crude contract
tumbled more than 1% after
Araqchi’s comments, which
helped ease fears of conflict in
the region, where the US has
deployed a battle force to press
Tehran for concessions.
“Different ideas have been
presented, these ideas have
been seriously discussed, ulti-
mately we’ve been able to reach
a general agreement on some
guiding principles,” Araqchi
told Iranian media after the
talks concluded in Geneva.

BOTH SIDES HAVE
‘CLEAR NEXT STEPS’

The indirect discussions be-
tween US Special Envoy Steve
Witkoff and US President Don-
ald Trump’s son-in-law Jared
Kushner, alongside Araqchi,
were mediated by Oman. The
White House did not respond
to emailed questions about the
meeting.

Oman’s Foreign Minister
Badr al-Busaidi said in a post

Araqchi says

progress made on
' the main guiding

principles

Iranian media say
parts of Strait

of Hormuz to be
temporarily closed

The talks involved
officials from both
Iran and US

US President
Trump said he was
involved indirectly

on X “much work is yet to be
done” but Iran and the US were
leaving with “clear next steps”.

Just as talks began Tues-
day, Iranian state media said
Iran would temporarily shut
part of the Strait of Hormuz,
a vital global oil supply route,
due to “security precautions”
while Iran’s elite Revolution-
ary Guards conducted military
drills there.

Tehran has in the past threat-
ened to shut down the strait to
commercial shipping if it is
attacked, a move that would
choke off a fifth of global oil
flows and drive up crude prices.

Responding to comments by
Trump that “regime change” in
Iran might be the best course,

the country’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 86,
warned that any US attempts to
depose his government would
fail.

“The US President says their
army is the world’s strongest,
but the strongest army in
the world can sometimes be
slapped so hard it cannot get
up,” he said, in comments pub-
lished by Iranian media.

Speaking at a disarmament
conference in Geneva after
the talks, Araqchi said that a
“new window of opportunity”
had opened and that he hoped
discussions would lead to a
“sustainable” solution that
ensured the full recognition of
Iran’s legitimate rights.

Russia is demanding that
Ukraine cede the remaining
20% of the eastern region of
Donetsk that Moscow has failed
to capture - something Kyiv re-
fuses to do.

“This time, the idea is to
discuss a broader range of
issues, including, in fact, the
main ones. The main issues
concern both the territories
and everything else related
to the demands we have put
forward,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters
Monday.

NEGOTIATING TWO
CRISES AT ONCE

The venue has switched to
Geneva after Abu Dhabi host-
ed two rounds of talks that both
sides described as constructive
but which failed to reach any
major breakthrough.

US envoys Steve Witkoff
and Jared Kushner were rep-
resenting the Trump adminis-
tration at the talks, a source
told Reuters.

In a rare attempt to nego-
tiate two major global crises
simultaneously, they attended
the morning indirect negotia-
tions with Iranian officials in
Geneva before crossing town
to mediate the talks between
Ukraine and Russia.

SA’s Hindu, Muslim
groups unite over
burial law concerns

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Johannesburg, Feb 17: South
Africa’s Hindu and Muslim
organisations have united in
objecting to a proposed law
which could delay cremations
and burials for several days,
requiring the obtainment of
electronic death certificates
before it.

Traditionally, cremations
and burials are done on the
same day of the death or as
soon as possible thereafter in
these religions. The proposed
law will require organisations
and individuals to first obtain
electronic death certificates
from the Department of Home
Affairs before proceeding with
cremations or burials.

Officials from various organ-
isations said this would become
impractical when the depart-
ment was closed for weekends
and sometimes for up to four
days at a time for public holi-
days, such as during the Easter
weekend.

In a letter to the department,
the Hindu Coordinating Coun-
cil (HCC) explained the Hindu
cycle of ‘Samsara’, consisting of
birth, death, and rebirth.

Badal added that the HCC
was also concerned about the
potential impact on rural areas
with limited internet connectiv-
ity and the possible infringe-
ment on the rights of those who
may not have access to digital
technology.

Musk’s Grok faces global scrutiny for sexualised Al deepfakes

overnments and regu-
Glators around the world

are cracking down on
sexually explicit content gen-
erated by Elon Musk’s xAI
chatbot Grok on X, launching
probes, imposing bans and de-
manding safeguards in a grow-
ing global push to curb illegal
material.

Here are some reactions from
governments and regulators
since the start of January:
EUROPE

The European Commission
January 26 opened an investi-
gation into whether Grok dis-
seminates illegal content such
as manipulated sexualised im-
ages in the EU. The probe will
examine whether X properly
assessed and mitigated risks
as required under the bloc’s
digital rules.

The Commission had Janu-
ary 8 extended an order sent to
X last year to retain and pre-
serve all internal documents
and data related to Grok until
the end of 2026.

Ireland’s Data Protection
Commission opened an inves-
tigation into Grok February
17, examining its handling of
personal data and potential to
generate harmful sexualized
images and videos, including
of minors. The DPC oversees
X in the EU as the company’s
European headquarters are in
Ireland.

Spain’s government mean-
while ordered prosecutors to
probe X, Meta and TikTok over
alleged distribution of Al-gen-
erated child sexual abuse ma-
terial, Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez said.

Britain’s media regulator Of-
com has launched an investiga-
tion into X to determine wheth-
er sexually intimate deepfakes
produced by Grok violated its
duty to protect people in the UK
from content that could be ille-
gal, under the country’s Online
Safety Act framework.

Paris prosecutor’s cyber-
crime unit raided X’s office in
Paris February 3 and ordered

Musk to face questions in April
regarding a widening investi-
gation over alleged algorithmic
bias, complicity in the deten-
tion and diffusion of images
of child-pornographic nature
and the violation of a person’s
image rights with sexually ex-
plicit deepfakes.

Italy’s data protection au-
thority warned that using Al
tools to create “undressed”
deepfake imagery of real people
without consent could amount
to serious privacy violations

and, in some cases, criminal
offences.

The Spanish government has
ordered prosecutors to investi-
gate social media platforms X,
Meta and TikTok.

ASIA

India’s IT ministry sent X a
formal notice January 2 over al-
leged Grok-enabled creation or
sharing of obscene sexualised
images, directing the content to
be taken down and requiring a
report on the actions being tak-
en within 72 hours.

Japan also probed X over
Grok, stating that the govern-
ment would consider every
possible option to prevent the
generation of inappropriate
images.

Indonesia’s communications
and digital ministry said it had
blocked access to Grok, a move
digital minister Meutya Hafid
said was meant to protect wom-
en and children from Al-gen-
erated fake pornographic con-
tent, citing Indonesia’s strict
anti-pornography laws.

Malaysia restored access to
Grok for its users after X im-
plemented additional safety
measures, its communications
regulator said January 23.

The Philippines will rein-
state access to Grok after its de-
veloper pledged to remove im-
age-manipulation tools that had
sparked child-safety concerns,
the country’s cybercrime inves-
tigation unit said January 21.
AMERICAS

California’s governor and at-
torney general said January 14

they were demanding answers
from xAI amid the spread of
non-consensual sexual images
on the platform.

Canada’s privacy watchdog
said it was widening an exist-
ing investigation into X after
reports that Grok was generat-
ing non-consensual, sexually
explicit deepfakes.

Brazil’s government and
federal prosecutors gave xAl
30 days to prevent the chatbot
from spreading fake sexualised
content, according to a joint
statement January 20.
OCEANIA

Australia's online-safety
regulator eSafety said on Jan-
uary 7 it was investigating
Grok-generated sexualised
deepfake images, assessing
adult material under its im-
age-based abuse scheme and
noting current child-related
examples it had reviewed did
not meet the legal threshold
for child sexual abuse material
under Australian law.

REUTERS
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India looks to Middle East to
cushion EU carbon tax blow
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We are mov-
ing towards
an integrat-

ed Al-enabled

healthcare system,

where intelligent

systems support

clinicians and nurses to make
faster, better decisions

ROY JAKOBS I ROYAL PHILIPS CEO

Each
technology
transition has

had implications,

but this time, it's

a fundamental

change in the way

businesses operate. Customer
journeys, operating models, talent
- everything has to change

NANDAN NILEKANI | INFOSYS CO-FOUNDER

We are going
‘ to be fighting

regional
competition, we
are going to be
investing in e-com-
merce, yes, that
will require more funds. We are
committed to invest that.
We believe that the opportunity
for us to drive topline better is
definitely there
RAKSHIT HARGAVE I BRITANNIA INDUSTRIES
MD & CEO

SHORT TAKES

™ Infosys unveils
Al-first framework

Bangalore: Infosys Tuesday
unveiled its Al First Value
Framework, positioning itself
to capture an estimated
USD 300-400 billion
incremental Al services
opportunity by 2030, as
global enterprises accelerate
adoption of generative and
agentic Al. The company,
in a statement, said the
framework, powered by its
Infosys Topaz suite, will
help enterprises unlock Al
value at scale and move
from experimentation
to enterprise-wide Al

- operating models. Citing a
Nasscom-McKinsey report,
Infosys described the shift
as opening a new frontier
in IT services. Infosys' Al
strategy rests on two pillars:
capturing new demand
across six Al value pools
and embedding Al across
its existing services to
expand wallet share. The
six value pools include Al
Strategy & Engineering, Data
for Al, Process Al, Agentic
Legacy Modernization,
Physical Al, and Al Trust
- spanning enterprise
architecture design,
Al-ready data platforms,
workflow transformation,
modernization of legacy
estates, intelligent product
engineering, and governance
frameworks for responsible
Al deployment.

M Air India, Lufthansa
plan joint biz ties

New Delhi: Air India and
the Lufthansa Group plan to
enter into a joint business
agreement wherein the two
sides will collaborate on
multiple strategic areas,
including coordinated
route planning and flight
schedules in specific
markets. On Tuesday,

both sides entered

into a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) to
establish a framework for a
joint business agreement,
which will cover Air India,
Air India Express, as well as
Lufthansa Group carriers
and subsidiaries. Those
include Austrian Airlines,
Brussels Airlines, ITA
Airways, Lufthansa, Swiss
International Air Lines
(SWISS) and other affiliated
airlines. The proposed
deeper collaboration with
Germany's Lufthansa Group
is also aimed at tapping
opportunities from the
India-European Union Free
Trade Agreement that was
finalised in January. The
MoU would initially focus
on increasing passenger
traffic flows between India
and Lufthansa Group's
core home market region,
encompassing Germany,
Austria, Belgium, Italy,

and Switzerland.

REUTERS

New Delhi, Feb 17: India is
seeking new steel export mar-
kets in the Middle East and
Asia to offset the impact of the
European Union's carbon tax
that took effect in January, a
government source said.

India, the world’s second-big-
gest producer of crude steel,
ships roughly two-thirds of
its steel exports to Europe,
where flows have come under
pressure following the EU’s
Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism.

Last week, Steel Secretary
Sandeep Poundrik said the
government would have to take
action to support exports hit by
Europe's carbon tax.

“For exports, we are look-
ing at new markets and we
are trying to get agreements
with countries in the Middle
East where a lot of infrastruc-
ture is coming up, and also in
Asia,” said the source directly
involved in decision-making,
declining to be identified as the
deliberations are confidential.

“Till now, our exports were
focussed on Europe but we are
trying to diversify,” the source
added.

India’s Ministry of Steel did
not respond to an email seeking
comment.

Mills are looking for govern-

Maruti Suzuki
drives in first EV
model e-Vitara

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ment support to help them com-
pete in non-EU markets where
China has been dominant, a se-
nior executive at a major steel
firm said. Steel exports from
China, the world’s largest pro-
ducer, have been resilient since
2023 and hit a record monthly
high in December. Beijing
plans to roll out a licence sys-
tem this year to regulate alloy
exports, as strong shipments
have fuelled a growing protec-
tionist backlash globally.
Explaining India’s widening
efforts to secure supplies of
raw materials such as coking
coal, limestone, manganese
and other critical minerals, the
source said New Delhi was in-
creasingly pursuing long-term
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RUPEE ENDS 2 PAISE HIGHER

The rupee gained 2 paise to settle at 90.72 against

Our message to the
IT industry is to go
whole hog on
reskilling and upskill-
ing the workforce,
upskilling the talent

ASHWINI VAISHNAW | IT MINISTER

the US dollar Tuesday, backed by positive domestic
equity markets and lower crude prices overseas. A
firm American currency, however, weighed on the
Indian currency and capped its gains, forex traders
said. In the interbank foreign exchange market,
the rupee opened at 90.72 against the US dollar
and moved in a tight range, touching a high of

90.64 and a low of 90.78 in intraday deals

offtake agreements and asset
acquisitions.

State-run Steel Authority of
India (SAIL) and miner NMDC
(NMDC), are looking at Brazil,
Argentina, Australia and the
Middle East, the source said.

SAIL and NMDC did not re-
spond to emails seeking com-
ment.

“For coking coal asset acqui-
sition, we are looking at Austra-
lia,” the source said.

Currently, around 95% of the
sector’s coking coal require-
ments is met through imports,
with Australia supplying more
than half.

Last year, NMDC said it was
exploring coking coal assets in
Indonesia and Australia.

Silver, gold prices
decline up to 2%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: Precious
metal prices declined 2 per
cent in the national capital
Tuesday, with silver slipping
to Rs 2.45 lakh per kilogram
and gold dropping to Rs 1.57
lakh per 10 grams due to sub-
dued demand amid weak glob-
al cues.

According to the All India
Sarafa Association, the price
of white metal decreased
Rs 5,000, or 2 per cent, to Rs
2,45,000 per kilogram (in-
clusive of all taxes) from
Monday's closing level of Rs
2,50,000 per kg.

In the bullion market, gold of
99.9 per cent purity depreciated
Rs 2,200, or 1.4 per cent, to Rs
1,57,000 per 10 grams (inclusive
of all taxes). The yellow met-
al settled at Rs 1,59,200 per 10
grams in the previous session.

"Gold and silver prices fell on
Tuesday as low liquidity from
Asian market holidays com-
bined with softer US inflation
data fuel expectations of future
Federal Reserve rate cuts," Ka-
veri More, Commodity Analyst
at Choice Broking, said.

"Spot gold extended its de-
cline for the second straight
day as investors adopted a
cautious stance ahead of the
US-Iran talks beginning in
Geneva on Tuesday," Praveen
Singh, Head of Commodities
and Currencies, Mirae Asset
ShareKhan, said.

RBI absorbs half of govt's bond
supply through OMO purchases

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: Maruti
Suzuki India Tuesday formally
entered the electric vehicle seg-
ment with the launch of its first
battery electric vehicle eVitara
in the country. The car market
leader has already commenced
the exports of the all new mid-
sized electric SUV to various
markets. Along with parent
Suzuki Motor Corporation, the
company aims to sell the car in
over 100 nations globally.

"This month holds a great sig-
nificance. 45 years ago, this was
the month Maruti was incorpo-
rated with the prime objective to
put India on wheels. We took small
baby steps, and slowly those tiny
steps begin to shape something ex-
traordinary today. Today, in the
same month of February, we are
gettingready to embark on a jour-
ney of transformation that will re-
define the auto industry," Maruti
Suzuki India Senior Executive Of-
ficer (Marketing and Sales) Partho
Banerjee told reporters at a virtual
press conference.

The EV penetration in the
domestic market has been hov-
ering around 4-5 per cent for the
last two years, and it is time that
this market takes an exponen-
tial leap, he added. The auto
major has launched e Vitara at
10.99 lakh with BaaS (Battery-
as-a-Service) ownership plan.

Banerjee noted that the e-VI-
TARA comes with 61kWh and
49kWh battery pack options
with a drive range of up to 543
km.

Mumbai, Feb 17: In order to
support liquidity in the bank-
ing system, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has purchased gov-
ernment securities equivalent
to 47 per cent of the Centre's
total bond issuances so far in
FY26, according to public data.

Data compiled by PTI from
RBI showed that the Centre
raised Rs 13,65,000 crore from
April 4, 2025, to February 13 this
year by issuing government se-
curities as part of its gross bor-
rowing programme. In parallel,
the RBI conducted Open Market
Operations (OMO) purchase auc-
tions totalling Rs 6,39,203 crore,
injecting durable liquidity into
the banking system.

The large-scale purchases
came amid sustained govern-
ment borrowing, which typ-
ically absorbs liquidity from
the banking system and ex-
erts upward pressure on bond
yields. By buying bonds from
the secondary market, the cen-
tral bank infused liquidity and
helped maintain orderly mar-
ket conditions, experts said.

The move helped cushion the
banking system from liquidity
tightness and prevented exces-
sive hardening of yields despite
heavy supply of government
securities. It also ensured ad-
equate funds in the system to
support credit growth.

"RBI's OMO purchases have
been actively deployed to en-
sure adequate core liquidity,
amid RBI's USD sales at a time

of capital outflows and INR de-
preciation pressures.

"Various tools deployed by RBI
including OMO purchases have
thus provided durable liquidity
and, in the process, mitigated up-
ward pressure from global mar-
ket forces," said Brijesh Shah, se-
nior vice president, fixed income
at Bandhan AMC.

Potential positive sentiment
for capital flows around the re-
cent India-US trade deal (thus
reduced FX intervention), and
deployment of other tools like
FX swaps could also imply
lesser need for OMOs ahead,
he added.

The liquidity had been in
the surplus mode for much of
FY26, but for a few episodes
of it swinging into deficit. The
OMO purchase operations by
the RBI intensified since De-
cember 2025, when liquidity
started getting squeezed and
fell in deficit mode.

The intervention by the RBI
by giving liquidity to the bank-
ing system also helped money

market rates to be contained
and overnight rates to trade
close to repo rate.

Since January 2025, the
bond yields remained volatile
due to various reasons such
as geopolitical situations lead-
ing to rising crude oil prices,
anticipation of end of rate cut
cycle, and finally due to higher
than expected gross borrowing
numbers announced by the gov-
ernment for FY27 in the Union
Budget.

The 10-year benchmark bond
yield moved in the range of 6.30-
6.70 per cent between January
2025, and February 2026.

The government has planned
to borrow Rs 17.2 lakh crore for
FY27 significantly higher than
the market projection of Rs 16.5-
17 lakh crore, leading to sharp
rise in yields on government
securities.

However, on the other hand,
the net borrowing by the gov-
ernment was Rs 11.73 lakh
crore, from 11.53 lakh crore, a
jump of Rs 20,000 crore.

Stock markets rise
onmuted demand  for 2nd day on gains

in bank, I'T stocks
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Mumbai, Feb 17: Stock mar-
kets closed higher for the sec-
ond straight session Tuesday,
driven by gains in bank, IT and
capital goods shares.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 173.81 points, or 0.21
per cent, to close at 83,450.96.
The index moved between
a high of 83,598 and a low of
82,987.43 during the day.

The 50-share NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 42.65 points, or 0.17 per
cent, to settle at 25,725.40.

Among the Sensex constitu-
ents, ITC, Bharat Electronics
Ltd, Larsen & Toubro, Infos-
ys, Asian Paints, Titan, Adani
Ports, HCL Technologies, Sun
Pharmaceuticals, Maruti Suzu-
ki India, IndiGo, State Bank of
India and Tech Mahindra were
the major gainers.

On the other hand, Eternal,
Tata Steel, Trent, Reliance In-
dustries, Mahindra & Mahin-
dra, Bajaj Finserv, Axis Bank,
Bharti Airtel, Kotak Mahindra
Bank and Hindustan Unilever
ended with losses.

Broader indices also traded
firm, with the BSE Smallcap Se-
lect Index rising 0.49 per cent,
and Midcap Select Index gained
0.26 per cent. Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Invest-
ments, said, "Domestic markets
traded in a range-bound man-
ner. The IT sector, following
a sharp correction, witnessed
selective bottom-fishing, aided
by announcements of strategic
collaborations with global Al
partners."

Among sectoral indices, PSU
Bank rose by 2.36 per cent, fol-
lowed by IT by 1.15 per cent,
Industrials by 1.13 per cent, Ser-
vices by 0.98 per cent, Focussed
IT by 0.94 per cent, FMCG by
0.87 per cent, Consumer Dura-
bles by 0.85 per cent, and Capi-
tal Goods by 0.76 per cent.

On the other hand, Metal,

Commodities, Energy, and Re-
alty were the only laggards.

A total of 2,447 stocks ad-
vanced, while 1,756 declined
and 149 remained unchanged.

The market capitalisation
of BSE-listed firms increased
by Rs 1,52,688.24 crore to Rs
4,70,11,313.57 crore (USD 5.18
trillion).

"IT stocks extended gains
for the second consecutive
session after the recent sharp
correction. The sentiment in
the sector improved after In-
fosys announced a strategic
partnership with Anthropic,
easing concerns around Al-
led disruption. Defence stocks
gained 1.3 per cent ahead of the
meeting between French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron and
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, as expectations rose around
potential discussions on the ac-
quisition of additional Rafale
fighter jets,” Siddhartha Khem-
ka - Head of Research, Wealth
Management, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd, said.

On the downside, metal
stocks came under pressure
tracking weakness in precious
metal prices, dragging the Nif-
ty Metal index down 1 per cent.
Overall, we expect markets to
remain firm with a positive
bias, tracking global cues and
developments on the domestic
sectoral front, he added.

In Asian markets, Japan's
Nikkei 225 index settled 0.47
per cent lower, while markets
in China, Hong Kong and South
Korea remained closed for the
Lunar New Year holidays.

Foreign institutional inves-
tors sold equities worth Rs
972.13 crore Monday, while do-
mestic institutional investors
purchased stocks worth Rs
1,666.98 crore, according to the
exchange data.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, fell 0.79 per cent
to USD 68.13 per barrel.

Adani Group commits $100bn for
Al-ready energy-compute backbone

New Delhi: The Adani Group Tuesday unveiled a USD 100-billion
investment to develop renewable-energy-powered, hyperscale Al-ready
data centres by 2035 -- one of the world's largest integrated energy-
compute commitments. The initiative is expected to catalyse an
additional USD 150 billion across server manufacturing, cloud platforms,
and supporting industries, creating a projected USD 250 billion Al
infrastructure ecosystem in India, Adani Enterprises, the group's
flagship firm, said in a statement. "The world is entering an intelligence
revolution more profound than any previous industrial revolution," said
Gautam Adani, Chairman of the Adani Group. "Nations that master the
symmetry between energy and compute will shape the next decade."
India, he said, is uniquely positioned to lead. "At Adani, we are building
on our foundation in data centres and green energy to expand into

the complete five-layer Al stack focused on India's technological
sovereignty. India will not be a mere consumer in the Al age. We will be
the creators, the builders and the exporters of intelligence, and we are
proud to be able to participate in that future," he said.

Earnings stabilise: Brokerages expect stronger 2026 for equities

REUTERS

Mumbai, Feb 17: Indian equi-
ties may be nearing a turning
point in earnings growth and
market performance as profits
stabilise, valuations ease and
trade talks with the United
States and European Union
advance, four brokerages said
after the country's largest list-
ed companies reported Decem-
ber-quarter results.

India's benchmark Nifty 50
and BSE Sensex have risen
about 9% and 7% since the
start of 2025, lagging Asian
and broader emerging-market
peers amid muted earnings mo-
mentum, elevated valuations,
global trade uncertainty, record
foreign outflows and weakness
in IT stocks.

However, for the third quar-
ter ended Dec. 31, Nifty 50
companies posted a 7.5% year-
on-year profit growth, up from
1.9% in the previous quarter.

Growth was broader across
the market, with BSE 500 com-
panies reporting 16% profit
expansion, led by energy and
consumer discretionary com-
panies. Information technology
stocks lagged.

Even so, Nifty profit-after-tax
growth stayed in single digits
for a seventh straight quarter.
Analysts led by Seshadri Sen
at Emkay Global said headline
earnings growth would have
been closer to 14% after adjust-
ing for the labour-code impact.

The new codes mandate basic
salaries account for at least 50%
of cost-to-company, increasing

gratuity liabilities. Emkay
estimated a roughly 5% hit to
aggregate December-quarter
profit after tax.

Brokerages flagged early

signs of a recovery in con-
sumption and said an interim
framework for an India-U.S.
deal could mark a turning point
for markets.

Valuations have moderated
after underperformance, while
supportive fiscal and monetary
policy, signs of consumption
revival and progress in trade
talks with the European Union
and the U.S. have improved the
forward earnings outlook, ana-
lysts said.

"Strong festive and rural
demand, a stable interest-rate
environment, a pickup in
credit growth and lower in-
put costs drove a broad-based
earnings recovery," said J.P.
Morgan analysts Rajiv Batra
and Rushi Mehta, adding that
mid-caps and small-caps post-
ed earnings growth of 12% and
21%, respectively, in the third
quarter.

Motilal Oswal said five Nifty
50 stocks, State Bank of India,

Tata Steel, HDFC Bank, Tata
Consultancy Services, and
Bharti Airtel accounted for
78% of incremental earnings
growth.

Against stabilising profits,
the brokerage said markets
were better positioned for im-
proved performance in 2026,
with the US and EU trade deals
seen as key catalysts.

JP Morgan and Motilal
Oswal cautioned that Al-led
disruption in IT services and
spillover risks to other sec-
tors remained a key overhang,
heightening job-security con-
cerns in urban areas.

India's IT index has fallen
about 12% so far in 2026 after
dropping 12.6% in 2025, while
the Nifty 50 is down 1.8% year
to date.
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Ahmedabad demands runs from Abhishek's bat as India look to improve spin play

Men in Blue await Dutch

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad, Feb 17: A peer-
less India will be hoping that
Abhishek Sharma returns to
his destructive ways and the
other batters up their game
against spin when the side
takes the field for its final
T20 World Cup league fixture
against the Netherlands here
Wednesday.

Having established himself
as one of the most dangerous
batters in the game over the last
18 months, Abhishek is yet to
go ballistic in the ICC event at
home thus far.

After a nought in the open-
er, a stomach infection forced
him out of the game against Na-
mibia. He returned for the high
stakes Pakistan contest but
failed to get a run for the sec-
ond time in as many matches.

But with Ishan Kishan show-
ing imperious form at the oth-
er end, the lack of runs from
Abhishek's bat have not im-
pacted the team's cause.

To be fair to the 25-year-old,
his high-risk play has resulted
in multiple wins for India and
perhaps it is only a matter of
time before he makes the best
of bowlers look ordinary again.

However, four ducks in his
last six innings do suggest that
he may need to review his plans
in the powerplay.

Considering his intimidat-
ing credentials, it is clear that
teams have spent extra time in
preparation to tackle the India
opener. With India already
through to the next stage of
the tournament, the Nether-
lands game presents an ideal
opportunity for him to get back
among the runs.

India managed to make short
work of Pakistan, thanks to a
sublime effort from Kishan and
the bowlers. However, for the
second game in a row, the bat-
ters did not show the conviction
displayed by Kishan.

After Namibia captain Ger-
hard Erasmus was able to
trouble the Indian batters with
his round arm and behind the
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SHORT TAKES

Fit-again Pratika
added to squad
for Oz ODI series

New Delhi: Having recuperated
from an ankle injury, batter Pratika
Rawal was Tuesday added to
India's women's cricket squad for
a three-match ODI series against
Australia beginning February 24

in Brisbane. Rawal picked up the
injury during the World Cup last
year while fielding during a game
against Bangladesh. She was
replaced by Shafali Verma in the
tournament that India went on

to win for the first time. After the
opening game in Brisbane, the
other two ODIs of the series will

be held in Hobart February 27 and
March 1. The 25-year-old is already
a part of the Test squad for the one-
off game from March 6 in Perth.

Nagal advances
to 2nd round

New Delhi: India's top-ranked
singles tennis player Sumit Nagal
opened his campaign with a straight
game win over Spain's David Jorda
Sanchis at the Delhi Open here
Tuesday. However, the day also
produced a major upset as top

seed Dane Sweeny of Australia was
knocked out in the opening round
by Kazakhstan's Beibit Zhukayev.
Nagal, ranked No 297 in the world,
defeated Sanchis 6-3, 7-5 in one
hour and 27 minutes to move to

the second round. Nagal broke the
Spainiard in the opening game of
the first set and maintained his
advantage to take it to 6-3. The
second set proved more competitive,
with both players holding serve
until the Indian secured the decisive
break in the 11th game and served
out the match. Nagal's win was the
lone positive result in singles for the
Indian contingent, with 18-year-old
Manas Dhamne, qualifier Manish
Sureshkumar and wildcard entrant
Digvijay Singh all bowing out in their
openers. Kazakhstan's Zhukayev,
ranked No 292 in the world, produced
the biggest upset of the tournament,
as the 25-year-old came from a set
down to beat top seed and World No
134 Sweeny 6-7 (6), 6-2, 6-2.

stumps variations, another
unorthodox spinner, Usman
Tariq, was able to keep them
quiet in the Pakistan clash.

With due respect to the Neth-
erlands attack, their quality of
spinners are not in the same
league even though Aryan Dutt
and Roelof van der Merwe have
been around for a while.

On the bowling front, India
have the option to rest a few
bowlers before the Super 8s and
that includes pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah. After picking
Kuldeep Yadav over Arshdeep
Singh as the extra spin option in
Colombo, the team management
is expected to go back to the two
specialist pacers combination.

If Bumrah is rested, Mo-
hammed Siraj and Arshdeep
are expected to start. The two
likely spinners will be Varun
Chakaravarthy and Axar Patel.

Ahmedabad has produced
the highest total of the games
played in India thus far -- 213/4
that South Africa scored in
their opener against Canada --
but in the last two games, teams
batting first have not managed
to cross the 200-run mark.

Even with the Indian involve-
ment, it would be a challenge to
pack the world's largest cricket
stadium on a pleasant Wednes-
day evening.

B LA LIGA

Zim enter Super 8s; Aus, Ire eliminated

Pallekele: Zimbabwe entered the Super 8 stage of the T20 World Cup
Tuesday after their crucial Group B match against Ireland was washed

out due to rain, a result that also eliminated former champions Australia
and Ireland from the tournament. Both teams were awarded one point
each. The shared points took Zimbabwe to five, enough to secure a Super

8 berth. They will face India in their opening Super 8 match February 26 in
Chennai. Zimbabwe became the seventh team to get a ticket to the Super
8s, completing group G1 also comprising India, South Africa and West
Indies. Zimbabwe will play their final group match against co-hosts Sri
Lanka February 19. With table-toppers Sri Lanka (6) having already qualified
for the Super 8s, the contest held significant importance for Zimbabwe and
Ireland, who had come into the game with four and two points respectively.

New Zealand beat Canada by 8 wickets

Chennai: New Zealand's top-order batters Rachin Ravindra and Glenn
Phillips scored unbeaten half-centuries to guide their team to an eight-
wicket win over Canada in a T20 World Cup Group D match here Tuesday.
After young Canadian opener Yuvraj Samra played a defiant 110 off 65 balls,
featuring 11 boundaries and six sixes to help his side post a challenging

173 for 4, New Zealand's experienced batters made chasing the target look
easy. They overhauled it in 15.1 overs, with Ravindra scoring an unbeaten
59 runs off 39 balls and Phillips contributing 77 not out off 36 balls. Their
partnership yielded 146 runs for the third wicket.

Nepal snap 12-year winless run in T20WC

Mumbai: Kushal Bhurtel's early fireworks and Dipendra Singh Airee's
unbeaten fifty helped Nepal end their 12-year-long winless run in T20 World
Cup with a seven-wicket triumph against Scotland in an inconsequential
Group C match here Tuesday. Nepal had gone winless since 2014 when
they beat Afghanistan and the Netherlands on T20 World Cup debut, but
the Rhinos signed off from this edition with a memorable victory in front of
more than 19,000 fans at the Wankhede Stadium here. Chasing 171, Nepal
responded with 171/3 in 19.2 overs with Airee's quickfire 50 not out off 23
balls. Earlier, Michael Jones' brisk 71 steered Scotland to a competitive 170
for 7. Both the teams were out of reckoning for the Super Eights with the
West Indies and England advancing to the next round from the group.

Yamal misses penalty as
Barca collapse to Girona

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Girona (Spain), Feb 17:
Lamine Yamal missed a penalty
as Barcelona lost at Girona 2-1
Monday and passed up a chance
to overtake Real Madrid at the
top of La Liga.

The defeat was the second in
less than a week for Barca and
left it second in the table, two
points behind Madrid.

A win would have taken it
above its archrival but, instead,
a crisis brewed for coach Hansi
Flick, whose side lost to Atletico
Madrid 4-0 in the Copa del Rey
last week. The second loss came
even though Barcelona took the
lead early in the second half.

Yamal hit the post with his
spot kick on the stroke of half-
time but 14 minutes into the
second period Pau Cubarsi met
Jules Kounde's cross from the
right and placed his header per-
fectly into the top corner.

The goal was Barcelona's

100th in all competitions this
season and made it the second
club in Europe's big five domes-
tic leagues to hit the century
after Bayern Munich.

However, Girona roared
back into the game just three
minutes later. Barcelona's Joan
Garcia was already the busier
of the two goalkeepers but he
could not stop Thomas Lemar
side-footing home from close
range after nice work from Vla-
dyslav Vanat on the left wing.

Both sides pushed for a deci-
sive second and it was Girona
who executed with three min-
utes remaining, substitute Fran
Beltran scoring with a low shot
from just inside the box.

DUBAI GP - FAZZA PARA ATHLETICS

SPO RTS IIB

FIH PRO LEAGUE

Hardlk to lead India in Hobart

Men in Blue will be
aiming to seek
redemption after losing
all four matches at home,
including a shocking
0-8 drubbing at the
hands of Argentina

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: Mid-field-
er Hardik Singh was Tuesday
named captain of the embattled
Indian men's hockey team for
its FIH Pro League matches in
Hobart from February 20 to 25
after regular skipper Harman-
preet Singh opted out due to
"personal reasons."

The upcoming leg of the
tournament will feature India
alongside Spain and hosts Aus-
tralia at the Tasmania Hockey
Centre in Hobart.

The side lost all its four
matches in the just-concluded
Rourkela leg, which included
a shocking 0-8 drubbing at the
hands of Argentina.

"After a disappointing four
matches in Rourkela, where
the results didn't go our way,
we've learned some good les-
sons and made some notable
improvements," India coach
Craig Fulton said.

New captain Hardik is a two-
time Olympic bronze-medal-
list. The team will also feature
youngsters including Aman-
deep Lakra and Manmeet
Singh, who made their debut
appearances for the senior team
during the Rourkela leg.

"Harmanpreet Singh will not
be part of the squad due to per-
sonal reasons," Hockey India
said in a statement.

A source close to the player
said that the seasoned cam-
paigner would be missing the
games to welcome his second
child with wife Amandeep
Kaur.

Suraj Karkera and Mohith
Honnenahalli Shashikumar
will share the goalkeeping
responsibilities. Pawan, who
was there in the Rourkela leg,
makes way for Mohith in the

squad.

Amit Rohidas, Jarmanpreet
Singh, Jugraj Singh, Sanjay,
and Sumit add the experience
to the defensive unit that also
includes exciting youngsters
such as Amandeep Lakra, Yash-
deep Siwach, and Poovanna
Chandura Boby.

Hardik, Sanjay, Vivek Sagar
Prasad and Raj Kumar Pal will
anchor the mid-field alongside
Rajinder Singh, Manmeet
Singh, Moirangthem Rabi-
chandra Singh and Vishnu
Kant Singh.

The forward line will be led
by established stars including
Mandeep Singh, Abhishek and
Shilanand Lakra.

Striker Maninder Singh also
marks his return to the team.
He last played for India in the
FIH Hockey Pro League in 2023-
24.

Another forward Angad Bir
Singh, who made his debut for
the senior team last year, also
comes back to the team for his
first international tour, while
young guns Araijeet Singh
Hundal and Aditya Arjun Lal-
age complete the attacking line.

"Going into the Hobart leg,
we're aiming for improved
performances and looking
to finalise our squad for the
World Cup and the Asian
Games," Fulton said.

India's squad

Goalkeepers: Suraj Karkera,
Mohith Honnenahalli
Shashikumar

Defenders: Amit Rohidas,
Jarmanpreet Singh, Jugraj
Singh, Sanjay, Sumit,
Amandeep Lakra, Yashdeep
Siwach, Poovanna Chandura
Boby.

Midfielders: Rajinder Singh,
Manmeet Singh, Vivek

Sagar Prasad, Hardik Singh,
Moirangthem Rabichandra
Singh, Vishnu Kant Singh, Raj
Kumar Pal.

Forwards: Abhishek,
Shilanand Lakra, Mandeep
Singh, Araijeet Singh Hundal,
Aditya Arjun Lalage, Angad
Bir Singh, Maninder Singh.

India finish on top with 43 medals

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Dubai, Feb 17: India delivered
a commanding performance at
the opening Dubai 2026 Grand
Prix- Fazza International Ath-
letics Championships, finishing
on top of the medals table with
an overall 43 medals, laced by
16 gold, 13 silver and 14 bronze.

Colombia and Kenya fol-
lowed with 11 and 6 gold from
their 20 medals each, while
the hosts UAE finished fourth
with 6 gold out of 31 medals at
the first World Para Athletics
Grand Prix of the season.

For India, who will host the
next WPA Grand Prix at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in
New Delhi, it was important
for their athletes to open the
season with confidence, and
they did it exactly that way at
the Dubai Club for People of
Determination grounds.

Two-time Paralympic cham-
pion Sumit Antil returned to
one of his favourite grounds
with the gold in men’s javelin

F64, while his fellow throwers
and Paris 2024 gold medallists
Navdeep (men’s javelin F41)
and Dharambir Nain (men’s
club throw F51) also began the
season on a winning note in
Dubai. They were joined by Par-
is 2024 double bronze medallist
Preeti Pal who claimed gold and
bronze in women’s 100m and
200m T35 events, respectively.
Her medal in Dubai reaffirmed
her consistency after the Paris

2024 Paralympics where she
won two historic bronze.

“My goal is to improve my
personal best and win as many
gold medals as possible for In-
dia. This is just the beginning.
I want to achieve more for In-
dia,' she said. Among others,
Bhagyashri M Jadhav pulled
off an emotional victory in the
women’s shot put and javelin
F34 category, as it marked a
powerful comeback.

Other gold medallists were:
New Delhi 2025 world champi-
on Rinku Hooda (men’s javelin
F46), Rio 2016 bronze medallist
Varun Singh Bhati (high jump
men T42), Hangzhou 2022 gold
Asian Para Games medallist
Dilip Mahadu Gavit (men’s
400m T46), Sahil Salim Sayyad
(men’s discus wheelchair men
F54/55) Silver medals came
through Sunil Kumar, Pranav
Soorma, and Gurubaskarase
Sakkappan, while bronze med-
alists Ranjit Chanda, Poonma
Ram, Fatima Khatoon, Dipesh
Kumar among others.

The Fazza Championships
have long been a key stop on
the World Para Athletics cir-
cuit, and topping the table in
Dubai sends a powerful mes-
sage ahead of upcoming global
competitions. Dubai was not
just about standing on the po-
dium. It was about proving that
Indian Para athletics now car-
ries depth —not just a few stars,
but an entire squad capable of
delivering under pressure.

k¥ Bhagat sets eye on Asian Games, LA 2028

After being handed
18-month ban, the
para-badminton star
redeemed himself by
clinching his sixth SL3
singles gold, scripting
his comeback run

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: From
missing 2024 Paralympics due
to suspension handed by the
BWF to a triumphant return
to rewrite badminton history,
Pramod Bhagat's recent world
title was less about the success
but more about reclaiming a
life, career and lost trust.
Returning to action after be-
ing handed 18-month ban for
violating the BWF's anti-dop-
ing whereabouts clause, Bhagat

redeemed himself by clinching
his sixth SL3 singles gold at the
Para World Championships.

The victory delivered Bhagat
his fourth consecutive singles
world title, but its emotion-
al weight far outweighed the
numbers.

"l was banned for one and
a half years. I missed my
Paralympics. After that, I came
back and became world cham-
pion again. So this medal is
very close to me because I have
seen a lot of difficult situations
in this phase of my life," Bhagat
told PTI during an interview.

The 37-year-old had watched
helplessly as 2024 Paris
Paralympics slipped away, a
crushing blow for a player who
had dominated his category for
more than a decade. For many,
it could have been the end. But
for Bhagat, it became a starting
point.

"I was determined that when

I come back, I will stand out
from my thoughts and contin-
ue the dominance I had before.
All my matches were straight
games. None went to a crucial
stage. That shows my mindset,"
he said.

The SL3 class is for standing
players with significant lower
limb impairment.

Bhagat defeated Indonesia's
Muhammad Al Imran 21-12, 21-
18 in the final to claim the title.

His title also made him the
most decorated men's singles
world champion in badminton
history, surpassing Chinese
Lin Dan's five world crowns in
able-bodied badminton.

Yet Bhagat insisted the mile-

PRAMOD BHAGAT

stone was secondary to proving
himself again.

Bhagat later added a second
gold, pairing with Sukant Kad-
am to win the men's doubles
SL3-SL4 title, completing a gold-
en double that underlined the
completeness of his comeback.

Behind the medals lies
months of quiet rebuilding in
Pune under former Olympi-
an Nikhil Kanetkar, focusing
on rhythm, basics and men-
tal strength. With his status

restored, Bhagat has already
turned his focus to the future.

"Our next target is the Asian
Games in Japan and then the
Paralympics in Los Angeles,"
he said.

"We will prepare well for
both. We will discuss new tech-
niques, experiment with some
new strokes and keep improv-
ing."

He believes India's standing
categories are entering a golden
phase.

So how will Bhagat cele-
brate? Well, not with parties.

"This time, I will go to my
village. I will go to my family,
friends and all the villagers,"
he said.

"They were very upset about
this ban. They had big hopes for
Paris. I want to regain their
hope and trust.

"I will try to move forward.
And in 2028, I will try to live up
to their trust," he signed off.
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