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Shanaya on resilience

Shanaya Kapoor says shelved
debut setbacks strengthened
her resilience and helped her
grow into a better performer
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Poverty grips Pak

Poverty in Pakistan increases

over past six years, with latest

| estimates suggesting 28.8% of
population living under poverty

INTERNATIONAL | P10

Weekly gains

Share benchmarks log weekly
gains, helped by a tactical bounce
Friday, as optimism around
earnings recovery fueled rally
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FIH Hobart leg

. [ After home setback, India begin
f the FIH Pro League’s overseas leg

5 1 " under new skipper Hardik Singh

_ ¥ against Spain
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Bhubaneswar, Feb 20: Chief

- Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Friday presented a 3.10 lakh
crore Budget for 2026-27, with
focus on agriculture, rural de-
velopment and women empow-
erment.
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RUPEE PLUMMETS 26
PAISE AGAINST DOLLAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 20: The rupee
plunged 26 paise to settle at
90.94 against the US dollar Fri-
day, tracking a strong Amer-
ican currency against major
currencies and higher crude
oil prices amid intensifying
US-Iran tensions.

Positive momentum in do-
mestic equity markets failed
to support the Indian, forex
analysts said.

They attributed the strength-
ening greenback and volatile
crude prices to heightened ten-
sion between the US and Iran,
with both countries signalling
they are prepared for war if
talks on Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme fizzle out.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened
at 90.94 against the US dollar
and touched the intraday low
of 91.04 during the session.
It ended the session at 90.94,
registering a steep loss of 26
paise from the previous clos-
ing level.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading higher
by 0.01 per cent at 97.86.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

He’s a big advocate of
democratisation - but
only in the world of Al
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Out of the total outlay,
%1,80,000 crore has been
earmarked for pro-
gramme expendi-
ture, around 58
per cent of the
total budget esti-
mates.
Presenting
his govern-
ment’s third
Budget,
Majhi, who
also  holds
the Finance
portfolio, said
administrative
expenditure
is proposed
at 1,14,000
crore, while
the outlay
for Disaster
Risk Man-
agement Funds is 5,375 crore.
The capital outlay of 72,100
crore estimated in the budget is
6.5 per cent of the Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP) and
23.3 per cent of the state budget,
the CM said.
The total outlay for the agri-
culture sector is 42,492 crore,
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and 318,957 crore for women and
child development initiatives.
“One of the visions of our gov-
ernment under women empow-
erment is to see every girl child
complete graduation,” the CM
said, announcing a new scheme
‘Mukhyamantri Kanya Suman-
gal Yojana’.

As part of the scheme, a sav-
ings instrument of 320,000 will
be created in the name of girls
born in families belonging to the
economically weaker section.
They will be provided %1,00,001
on completion of graduation.

Majhi also announced an-
other scheme “Mission PoWaR
(Power, Water and Road)” with
a proposed provision of 31,000
crore to provide connectivity to
unconnected habitations.

A budgetary allocation of
%800 crore has been made for
a scheme for incomplete rural
piped water supply projects to en-
sure that every rural household
in Odisha has access to a safe,
reliable and sustainable source
of drinking water, the CM said.

He proposed to transfer 3,056
crore on recommendations of
the 16th Finance Commission,
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MAJOR ALLOCATIONS

342,492cr

Agriculture

342,565¢r

Education

323,182cr

Healthcare

218,957 cr

Women & child development

10,738¢r

Urban development

and around 7,450 crore on rec-
ommendations of the 6th State
Finance Commission, to rural
and urban local bodies of Odisha.

Majhi said his government
will be able to generate a reve-
nue surplus of about 3 per cent
of GSDP, and the fiscal deficit
will be limited to 3.5 per cent

COUPLE GETS DEATH FOR
SEXUAL ABUSE OF 33 KIDS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: A special
court in UP’s Banda Friday sen-
tenced a former junior engineer
of the state’s Irrigation depart-
ment and his wife to death for the
sexual exploitation of 33 minor
boys - some as young as three —
over a decade, officials said.

The POCSO court termed the
crimes as ‘rarest of rare’ and
held Ram Bhawan and his wife
Durgawati guilty of systemati-
cally abusing children between
2010 and 2020. The duo circulat-
ed over two lakh objectionable
videos and photographs of the
victims to nearly 47 countries
via the internet.

The couple was convicted un-
der provisions of IPC and POCSO
Act by Additional District and
Sessions Judge (POCSO) Pradeep
Kumar Mishra. They were found
guilty of offences including aggra-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: Over 45
per cent of individual donations
in India are made to religious
organisations while over 42 per
cent go to beggars, according to
the third edition of “How India
gives” report.

The Centre for Social Impact
& Philanthropy (CSIP) at Asho-
ka University has come up with
the report that maps the scale,
patterns, and drivers of everyday
household giving across India, un-
derscoring that Indians are among
the most generous globally.

Based on 7,225 nationally rep-
resentative surveys across 20
states and anchored to National
Sample Survey (NSS) consump-
tion data, the study was aimed

vated penetrative sexual assault,
using a child for pornographic
purposes, storage of pornographic
material involving children, and
abetment and criminal conspir-
acy, Special Public Prosecutor
Saurabh Singh said.

The court directed the UP
government to pay %10 lakh in
compensation to each of the
33 victims. “The court further
ordered to distribute the cash
amount seized from the house
of the accused among the vic-
tims in equal proportion,” the
CBI said in a statement.

During the probe, it was found
that Ram Bhawan, a resident of
Naraini town in Banda district,
had been living in a rented room
in Chitrakoot district where the of-
fences were committed, with his
wife allegedly assisting him, the
agency said. The SPP said court
records indicated that the couple
lured and threatened the minors

Ealr ol
at providing detailed insights
to date into how ordinary Indi-
ans contribute to social causes
through cash, in-kind support
and volunteering.

over several years, subjecting
them to physical and mental
abuse. The objectionable material
was allegedly used for blackmail
and other criminal activities.

The court termed the crimes
as ‘rarest of rare’ based on ‘un-
paralleled depravity and sys-
temic nature of their crimes’.

“Such offences not only de-
stroy the lives of children but
also shake the moral foundation
of society. Any leniency in such
cases would send a dangerous
message,” the court said.

“The sheer scale of this vic-
timisation across multiple
districts, combined with the
extreme moral turpitude of the
convicts, marks this as a crime
of such an exceptional and hei-
nous nature that it leaves no
room for reformation, neces-
sitating the ultimate judicial
deterrent to meet the ends of
justice,” it said.

The report estimates that
India’s everyday household
giving ecosystem is worth ap-
proximately 540 billion (354,000
crore) annually, underscoring

Farmers, women in focus

_Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi presents 3.10L-cr Budget

of GSDP for the 2025-26 fiscal.
The 2025-26 budget would thus
be Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM)
compliant, he stated.

The CM announced that the
state government will establish
a world-class Shree Jagannath
Interpretation Centre in Puri at
an estimated cost of ¥1,000 crore,
while restoring the spiritual glory
of the ‘Gundicha Mandir’, ‘Emar
Math’, ‘Pramod Udyan’ and the
historic Raghunandan Library.

Majhi also proposed an al-
location of Rs 5,575 crore for
the ‘Viksit Bharat-Guarantee
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin)’ scheme, and Rs
1,500 crore for the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) for completion of
pending work.

He also announced the
‘DALKHAT (Dignified Access to
Livelihood, Knowledge, Health
and Allied Infrastructure) scheme
to address the underlying causes
of distress migration by ensuring
sustainable livelihoods through
inter and intra-departmental co-
ordination. MORE P4
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Supreme Court strikes
down Trump’s tariffs

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Feb 20: The
Supreme Court struck down
President Donald Trump’s
far-reaching global tariffs Fri-
day, handing him a significant
loss on an issue crucial to his
economic agenda.

The 6-3 decision centres
on tariffs imposed under an
emergency powers law, includ-
ing the sweeping “reciprocal”
tariffs he levied on nearly ev-
ery other country. It’s the first
major piece of Trump’s broad
agenda to come squarely be-
fore the nation’s highest court,
which he helped shape with the
appointments of three conser-
vative jurists in his first term.

The majority found that it’s
unconstitutional for the pres-
ident to unilaterally set and
change tariffs because taxa-
tion power clearly belongs to
Congress. “The Framers did
not vest any part of the tax-
ing power in the Executive
Branch,” Chief Justice John
Roberts wrote.

Justices Samuel Alito, Clar-
ence Thomas and Brett Kava-
naugh dissented. “The tariffs
at issue here may or may not
be wise policy. But as a matter
of text, history, and precedent,
they are clearly lawful,” Kava-
naugh wrote.

Trump called the majority
decision “a disgrace” when he
was notified during his morning
meeting with several governors,
according to someone with di-
rect knowledge of the president’s
reaction who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss the
private conversation.

The White House did not im-
mediately respond to a request
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for comment.

The court majority did not
address whether companies
could get refunded for the bil-
lions they have collectively paid
in tariffs. Many companies, in-
cluding the big-box warehouse
chain Costco, have already lined
up in lower courts to demand
refunds. Kavanaugh noted the
process could be complicated.

“The Court says nothing today
about whether, and if so how, the
Government should go about
returning the billions of dollars
that it has collected from import-
ers. But that process is likely to
be a mess, as was acknowledged
at oral argument,” he wrote.

The Treasury had collected
more than USD 133 billion from
the import taxes the president
has imposed under the emergen-
cy powers law as of December,
federal data shows. The impact
over the next decade was esti-
mated at some USD 3 trillion.

The tariffs decision doesn’t stop
Trump from imposing duties un-
der other laws. While those have
more limitations on the speed
and severity of Trump’s actions,
top administration officials have
said they expect to keep the tariff
framework in place under other
authorities. P10

Inda Impact Summit 2026

0, %026 | Bharat Mandapam, New Dalk

SHIRTLESS PROTEST: In this image posted February 20, Indian Youth Congress workers stage a protest during the

India Al Impact Summit 2026 at Bharat Mandapam, in New Delhi

Indians donate 45% to religious bodies, 42% to beggars

its significant but often un-
der-recognised role within the
country’s broader philanthropic
landscape alongside Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) and
institutional philanthropy.

According to the report, a
significant share of everyday
contributions flows to religious
organisations (45.9 per cent)
and directly to individuals
such as beggars (41.8 per cent),
while only 14.9 per cent reaches
non-religious organisations.

“This distribution represents
both a challenge and an oppor-
tunity, highlighting the poten-
tial to strengthen pathways
that connect everyday donors
to organised social sector ini-
tiatives,” it said.

Commenting on the report

launch, Jinny Uppal, Director
and Head, CSIP, said, ‘How In-
dia Gives 2025-26’ brings visibil-
ity to a form of generosity that
has always existed in India but
is rarely measured.

“Everyday giving - through
in-kind support, cash contri-
butions and volunteering - is
foundational to India’s develop-
ment story. By anchoring our
analysis to national consump-
tion data and tracking patterns
over time, we are able to under-
stand not just how India gives,
but how giving evolves as the
country develops. The opportu-
nity ahead lies in strengthening
the bridges between everyday
generosity and organised social
impact,” said Uppal.

The report also revealed key
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patterns in how Indians give.

In-kind contributions ac-
count for the largest share of
46 per cent, slightly higher
than cash donations of 44 per
cent, while about 30 per cent
of respondents reported vol-
unteering, reflecting the rela-
tional and community-driven
nature of giving.

In terms of learning channels,
in-person canvassing is consid-
ered the most effective mode
of engagement i.e. 25 per cent,
followed by social media at ap-
proximately 15 per cent across
regions. This underscores the
continued importance of trust,
proximity, and relational cred-
ibility in shaping giving deci-
sions, even as digital outreach
gains traction.
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H ARIES
Curl, massage, clip, tweeze, ¥

polish, gloss, condition...

today, will you attempt to

shed your old skin. A dream date may
have you in jitters but Ganesha suggests
that you take it easy. True relationships
are not sealed by glossy kisses alone!

[l TAURUS —

This all matters are likely to u
revolve around the opposite -

sex. Women are going to

feature prominently and significantly in
everything that you do. So says Ganesha.
That is good. But you will be inclined

to be lazy and laid back and may thus
reduce the effect and impact of efforts.
Keep your sluggishness away and you
will find that everything that you have
been striving for is falling in your lap.

0000000000000 0000000000000

Il GEMINI

You need to pay more atten-
tion to yourself today. Your

kind and generous nature

means you often think about others rath-
er than about yourself. Now is the time

to pay attention to your own needs. You
need to spend more time with your family
and friends as well, says Ganesha.

[l CANCER

You will secure your place

with hard work in your job or

business. Ties with partners will improve.
Closeness with spouse is indicated. Mel-
ody and joy will mark domestic bliss. You
will spend the evening with your beloved.
Ganesha's blessings are with you.

H LEO

high. Some person may try

to tempt you with lucrative

ever, you will be able to resist the lure

of easy money. Your health may suffer
H VIRGO r
today, and there is hardly i
anything that can disturb .
friends will back you fully and moti-

vate you to overcome hurdles. You will
You may ask for work that others may
find very difficult to do.

H LIBRA r‘
Ganesha says people will try ‘\ ‘\
to take advantage of your

tion. Small issues will crop up today mak-
ing your nature a little tensed and enhance
chances in monetary matters. Ganesha
says you need to keep your mind steady

The pressure at work will be

- offers to go against your principles. How-
today, so be on guard, says Ganesha.
You will stay calm and steady
your peace of mind. Your family and
work with devotion, says Ganesha.
amiable nature and disposi-
your anger t0o. You will be inspired to take
and regain your lost charm soon.
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[l SCORPIO

Your imagination runs wild

today. Though you do not

travel geographically, your

mind travels beyond boundaries. Think
and act according to your will, advises
Ganesha. However, practice caution
before taking any major step.

Il SAGITTARIUS i.
Your will be loaded with ~-
w

responsibilities at work
today, fore sees Ganesha.
But, you are pro challenges and will take it
up sportingly. On personal front, the list of
your friends is likely to get longer. Al in all,
Ganesha sees you in an active avatar today.

Il CAPRICORN

= (S
Don't let your emotions play;
a spoilsport while deciding

about the future. Think

practically, otherwise, your expec-
tations and reality will not be on the
same hoat, guides Ganesha. Friendly
and supportive, today you will spread
happiness and win the love of one and
all. Whenever you get confused about
which path to take, take advice from
the experienced people around you.

Bl AQUARIUS

Set any target, take up any
activity or accept any chal-
lenge; you will succeed in any
of them with flying colours, fore-
sees Ganesha. Your well-wishers
will shower praises upon your for
those hard earned achievements.
Friends are like family to you, take
them out and have a gala time
before another busy day begins.

H PISCES
You will be busy with f

romance throughout the day.

While singles are likely to find

the person of their dreams, those who
are married will establish a new close-
ness in their relationship. Your attitude
towards work will begin to change. You
will become more serious about your
career, and the fruits of this transforma-
tion will be reaped by you shortly in the
near future, says Ganesha.

SHANAYA'S

lessons from rejection

MUMBALI: Bollywood actor ingand self-improvement. She
Shanaya Kapoor was initial- credited her father, Sanjay Ka-
ly set to make her debut with  poor, for guiding her to concen-
Dharma Productions’ Bedha- trate on what was within her
dak, co-starring Lakshya and  control and continue honing
Gurfateh Pirzada. However, her skills consistently.
the project was eventually Shanaya began her film ca-
shelved. Looking back, Sha- reer behind the scenes as an
naya says she is grateful for assistant director on Gunjan
how things unfolded, as the  Saxena: The Kargil Girl. She
setbacks pushed her to grow  eventually made her acting
as a performer. debut opposite Vikrant
In a recent inter- Massey in Aankhon Ki
view, she shared Gustaakhiyan, though
that the ex- the film underper-
perience of formed at the box
films being office.
shelved and Her latest re-
projects not lease, Tu Yaa

materialis- Main, co-star-
ing shaped ring Adarsh
her jour- Gourav and
ney and directed

encour- by Bejoy
aged her Nambiar,
to work opened to
harder mixed re-
on her views and
craft. a modest
Dur- box-office
ing the response.
time she AGENCIES
wasn’t

facing

the
cam-
era,
Sha-
naya
focused

SHAKIRA TO PERFORM IN
INDIA AFTER 19 YEARS

Shakira is all set to perform in India after
19 years. The Colombian superstar will
perform in Mumbai April 10 and in Delhi
April 15, marking the first time the concert
will be hosted across two cities. Shakira
last performed in India in 2007 during her
Oral Fixation Tour in Mumbai

Sehar Mein

MUMBALI: Actress
Mrunal Thakur,
whose latest re-
lease Do Deewane

generation with |
regards to love. |
The actress |
spoke with this |
news agency |
during the pro- |
motions of the |
film, and shared |
that patience |
is something |
that the young- |
er generation |
need to work |
on when it |

HAILEY FEELS FAME
CAN BE EXHAUSTING

Hailey Bieber, the wife of singer-songwrit-
er Justin Bieber, feels fame is not an easy
path to tread. She has found fame to be
“mentally exhausting”. The 29-year-old
model shared that it’s easy to lose a sense
of perspective when you’re in the spot-

light, reports Female First UK

' 15th Herbal Holi in City to
= | promote safe celebrations

theatres February
20, has a message ]
for the younger |

comes to |
preserving . and pro- |
tecti h 1 . |
gl CNAmpPIONS |

options exhaust

love in the Old'SChO()l digital

1d, th t
tod, “They EULUEIET o Look |

at where we are. And |
also, that’s probably why |
we give up on each other. There is |

something so beautiful about our characters in the |

film, even if they’re born in the current era, they're |
such old school people. They’re not giving up on |
each other, like how it is today.” |
She further mentioned, “People are just giving |
up on each other very easily. I just want each |
and every teenager out there to believe that |
love exists. Please do not give up on love. It is |
beautiful. It is magical. If you are with the right |
person, just be patient enough to not jump onto |
any board, just be patient enough to wait for |
the right person to enter in your life, because |
the moment he or she does, life is easy”. s |

BHUBANESWAR: In an ef-
fort to promote a safe and
eco-friendly Holi celebration,
the 15th edition of Herbal Holi
is set to be celebrated in the
City. Like every year, the event
aims to encourage people to
enjoy the festival through nat-
ural and chemical-free means.
The event will be held March 2
at the Exhibition Ground from 4
pm to 10 pm. Participants will play
Holi using herbal colors made from
natural ingredients such as tur-
meric, sandalwood, multani mitti,
neem, and beetroot, the organisers
said at a press meet held at Kalinga
Rail Museum here.
The programme is being organised
by Swapna Pati Foundation in col-
laboration with Lavinswood Inter-

SWAPNAPATI FOUNDATION
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
| AVINSWOOD INTERNATIONAL
PRESENTS

national Private Limited.

The celebration will also feature live
performances by popular Bollywood and
Ollywood artists including Shahzad Ali,
Shabab Sabri, Ajaz Khan and Urfi Javed.
DJ Ayush will add energy to the even-
ing with his music. Around 1,000 par-
ticipants, along with several prominent
industrialists and guests, are expected to
attend the event.

Tickets for the programme are avail-
able on BookMyShow.

Apart from organiser Swapna Pati,
others who were present at the presser
included actress Suryamayee Moha-
patra, Priyanka, actor Subhashish Shar-
ma, Odissi dance guru Gauri Shankar
Das, producer Rajesh Mohanty, trustee
Rakesh Mohanty, associate Satyajit Mo-
hanty, comedian Rishi Pattnaik and chor-
eographer Amit Nayak. PNN

SATABDIRA KALAKARA'S MULTILINGUAL DRAMA FEST BEGINS

A\

The host troupe presented Odia play Mahasangramara Mahanayaka on the first evening of the 5-day event at Rabindra Mandap, Friday. Written
by Biswabhusan Harichandan, the play was directed by troupe’s founder and secretary Dhira Mallik. The festival, titled National Kalinga Natya
Mahotsav, marks the golden jubilee celebrations of the organisation.
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MAAM? WHAT KIND OF
TEST ARE WE
HAVING TODAY ?
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SO DONTREN 1T _ T fold you not to
Susie

s

Copyright ©2026 PuzzleJunction.com

% iy Across 18 Cutting
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manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
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Trump: Considering
limited strikes on Iran

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Feb 20: Pres-
ident Donald Trump warned
Friday that limited strikes
against Iran are possible even
as the country’s top diplomat
said Tehran expects to have
a proposed deal ready in the
next few days following nuclear
talks with the US.

In response to a reporter’s
question on whether the US
could take limited
military action as
the countries nego-
tiate, Trump said, “I
guess I can say I am
considering that.”
Earlier, Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said in a
TV interview that his
country was planning
to finalise a draft deal in “the
next two to three days” to then
send to Washington.

“Idon’t think it takes long, per-
haps, in a matter of a week or so,
we can start real, serious nego-
tiations on the text and come to
a conclusion,” Araghchi said on
MSNOW’s ‘Morning Joe’ show.

The tensions between the
longtime adversaries have
ramped up as the Trump ad-
ministration pushes for con-
cessions from Iran and has
built up the largest US military
presence in the Middle East in

_decades, with more warships
and aircraft on the way. Both
countries have signalled that
they are prepared for war if

talks on Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme fizzle out.

“We are prepared for war,
and we are prepared for peace,”
Araghchi said Friday.

Trump said a day earlier
that he believes 10 to 15 days is
“enough time” for Iran to reach
a deal following recent rounds
of indirect negotiations, includ-
ing this week in Geneva, that
made little visible progress. But
the talks have been deadlocked
for years, and Iran
has refused to discuss
wider US and Israeli
demands that it scale
back its missile pro-
gramme and sever ties
to armed groups.

Araghchi also said
Friday that his Ameri-
can counterparts have
not asked for zero en-
richment of uranium as part of
the latest round of talks, which
is in contradiction to what US
officials have said. “What we
are now talking about is how
to make sure that Iran’s nuclear
programme, including enrich-
ment, is peaceful and will re-
main peaceful forever,” he said.

He added that in return Iran
will implement some confi-
dence-building measures in
exchange for relief on economic
sanctions. In response to Ara-
ghchi’s claim, a White House
official said Trump has been
clear that Iran cannot have nu-
clear weapons or the capacity
to build them and that it cannot
enrich uranium.

FREESTYLE SKIING: Germany’s Leonie Bachl-Staudinger, 20, competes during the women’s ski cross qualifications at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Livigno, Italy, Friday

Deploy judges to end trust deficit: SC

WEST BENGAL SIR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: Dismayed

- over ongoing tussle between the
West Bengal government and the
Election Commission (EC), the
Supreme Court Friday issued an
“extraordinary” direction to de-
ploy serving and former district
judges to assist the poll panel in
the controversy-ridden special
intensive revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in the state.

Ruing the “unfortunate blame
game” and the “trust deficit” be-
tween the EC and the “democrat-
ically elected” TMC government,
a bench of Chief Justice Surya
Kant and justices Joymalya
Bagchi and Vipul M Pancholi
passed a slew of fresh directions
to ensure completion of the SIR
process. The bench ordered depu-
tation of judicial officers for adju-
dication of claims and objections
of the persons, who are put under
the logical discrepancy lists and
facing removal of their names
from the electoral rolls.

Logical discrepancies in
progeny linking with the 2002
voter list include instances of a
mismatch in the parent’s name
and the age difference between
a voter and their parent being
less than 15 years or more than
50 years. The top court asked
Calcutta High Court Chief Jus-
tice Sujoy Paul to spare some

‘Interim trade pact likely to
be operationalised in April’

New Delhi: An interim trade
agreement between India and the
US islikely to be signed in March
and operationalised in April,
Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said Friday.

Earlier this month, India and
US released a joint statement
announcing a framework for an
interim trade agreement. To fi-
nalise the text of the first phase of
the bilateral trade agreement, the
chief negotiators of the two coun-
tries will meet in Washington
next week. The three-day meeting
between the two teams will begin
February 23. Goyal told reporters
here that the pact is expected to
be signed next month and may be
implemented in April. US Trade
Representative (USTR) Jamieson
Greer is likely to visit India in
March to sign the agreement. In
an event at the AI Impact Sum-
mit here, US Ambassador Sergio
Gor said that the India-US trade
deal is set to be inked soon.

The top court
permitted the EC
to publish a final
list of voters in
West Bengal by

. February 28

judicial officers and find former
judges to assist in the SIR work
as it took serious note of the
state government not sparing
enough grade ‘A’0 officers for
the revision exercise. Chief Jus-
tice Paul has been asked to con-
vene a meeting Saturday and
the same will be attended by
Chief Secretary, DGP, official
from the EC, Advocate General
of the state. Additional Solicitor
General of the Union and the
Registrar General of the High
Court on the issue of finalising
modalities of deputing judicial
officers in SIR process.

“In order to ensure fairness
in the adjudication of the gen-
uineness of the documents
and consequential inclusion/
exclusion in voters list, and
as agreed to by both sides, we
are left with hardly any other
option but to request the Chief
Justice of the Calcutta High

Court to spare serving judicial
officers along with some former
judicial officers in the rank of
Additional District Judge and
District Judges who can then be
requested to revisit/dispose of
the pending claims under the
category of ‘logical discrepan-
cy’,” the bench ordered.
Disregarding the vehement
objections of the state govern-
ment, the top court permitted
the EC to publish a final list of
voters in the state by February
28, the deadline fixed earlier.
However, it also permitted the
election commission to come out
with supplementary lists later.
It noted that no prejudice will
be caused to anyone if supple-
mentary voter lists are issued
after February 28 as names of
electors can be included till the
last date of filing of nomination
papers for the elections.
Senior advocate Shyam Di-

van, appearing for Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, alleged
that the orders passed by the
electoral roll officers (EROs)
are now being scrutinised by a
“new species of officers” called
the ‘special roll officers’.

“The ‘special roll officers’
cannot trump EROs. How
can they on a wholesale basis
reject what ERO has done?”
Divan asked. The EC refuted
that claim and said that the
SROs are there since incep-
tion. The bench agreed with the
submissions of the poll panel.
The bench further said that if
there is non-cooperation then
the court will deploy judicial
officers or ask the EC to deploy
the officials from other states.

Bengal govt counsel senior
advocate Kapil Sibal said there
might be a law and order prob-
lem, if the poll panel is permit-
ted to publish the final voter
list by February 28. In a bid to
balance equity, the SC said such
judicial officers/former judicial
officers, while adjudicating the
claims and objections, shall
be assisted by poll panel’s mi-
cro-observers and also by the
officers of the state government.

“The circumstances being
extraordinary, the entrustment
of work to judicial officers and
former judicial officers is also
extraordinary,” the bench said.

Core sectors growth
slows down in Jan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: Produc-
tion growth of India’s eight key
infrastructure sectors slowed
down to a two-month low of 4
per cent in January, according
to official data released Friday.

It was 5.1 per cent in January
2025 and 4.7 per cent in Decem-
ber 2025.

Crude oil and natural gas out-
put recorded negative growth
in January. Production of re-
finery products remained flat.

Production growth of coal
and cement moderated to 3.1
per cent and 10.7 per cent
during the month under re-
view against 4.6 per cent and
14.3 per cent, respectively, in
January 2025.

However, fertiliser, steel
and electricity output record-
ed a positive growth during
the month.

During the April-January
period of this fiscal, growth
of core sector industries was
down to 2.8 per cent, compared
with 4.5 per cent recorded
during the corresponding pe-
riod of the previous fiscal.

Commenting on the data,
Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist,
ICRA Ltd, said the slowdown
was broad-based, with as ma-
ny as seven of the 8 sectors wit-
nessing a deterioration in their
YoY growth performance.

AP/PTI

Woman’s body found;
hubby dies in hospital

POST NEWS NETWORK

Brajarajnagar, Feb 20: A
55-year-old woman was found
dead under suspicious circum-
stances at her residence here
Friday, while her husband, who
was also inside the house and
fell unconscious when the door
was opened, died at a hospital
latter in the day.

The deceased were identified
as Rukmini Bhoi and Gobinda
Bhoi, 61, a retired employee
of Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd
(MCL). Police suspect foul play
in Rukmini’s death, though the
exact cause will be ascertained
after the investigation.

The incident occurred in Sa-
najob Hanuman Mandir Pada
under Orient police station.

According to police, the cou-
ple was staying alone in the
house. The main door had re-
portedly remained locked from
inside for nearly four days.
Rukmini’s younger sister, who
lives nearby, had been trying to
contact her over the phone but
received no response. When she
went to the house around 11am
Friday and knocked on the
door, Gobinda opened it. Upon
entering, she found Rukmini’s
decomposed body inside and
immediately alerted the police.

When police personnel ar-

When police
personnel arrived
and entered the
house, Gobinda
Bhoi reportedly

fell unconscious.
He was rushed to
Mandaliya Hospital,
where he died
while undergoing
treatment

rived and entered the house,
Gobinda reportedly fell uncon-
scious. He was rushed to Man-
daliya Hospital, where he died
while undergoing treatment.
Police said Rukmini’s death
might have occurred about
three days earlier. The bodies
have been sent for postmortem,
and further investigation is un-
derway. Brajarajnagar SDPO
Chintamani Pradhan visited the
spot and supervised the inquiry.

Sahara desert odyssey yields major dinosaur discovery

t a remote and barren

Sahara desert site in

Niger, scientists have

unearthed fossils of a

new species of Spino-

saurus, among the

biggest of the meat-eating di-

nosaurs, notable for its large

blade-shaped head crest and

jaws bearing interlocking teeth
for snaring slippery fish.

It prowled a forested inland
environment and strode into
rivers to catch sizable fish like
a modern-day wading bird - a
‘hell heron’, as one of the re-
searchers put it, considering
it was about 40 feet long and
weighed 5-7 tonnes.

The dinosaur presented a
striking profile on the Cre-
taceous Period landscape of
Africa some 95 million years
ago as it hunted large fish like
coelacanths in the region’s wa-
terways. Its bony cranial crest,

about 20 inches tall, resembled
a curved sword called a scimi-
tar, and it had a large sail-like
structure on its back and an
elongated crocodile-like snout.

Along with the existing ge-
nus name Spinosaurus, mean-
ing ‘spine lizard’, the research-
ers gave it the species name mi-
rabilis, meaning ‘astonishing’,
referring to its crest. A genus is
a group of closely related spe-
cies bearing similar traits. For
example, lions and tigers are
the same genus but different
species.

It is only the second known
species of Spinosaurus, a dino-
saur that has gained fame in
popular culture for its depic-
tion in the ‘Jurassic Park’ mov-
ies. The other one, Spinosaurus
aegyptiacus, was named in 1915
based on fossils from Egypt.

Spinosaurus, the only known
semiaquatic dinosaur predator,

joins Tyrannosaurus, Giganoto-
saurus and Carcharodontosau-
rus among the largest meat-eat-
ing dinosaurs.

The two Spinosaurus species,
which were contemporaneous,
shared the same general body
plan including long dorsal
spines forming the sail-like
structure and a skull adapted

for hunting fish. The crest of
Spinosaurus mirabilis is much
larger compared to Spinosau-
rus aegyptiacus, and it has a
more elongated snout, teeth
more spread out from each oth-
er and longer hind limbs.

The researchers said its
crest likely was for display,
since it appears too fragile to
have been used as a weapon,
even though it was solid bone
without the air sacs pres-
ent in some other dinosaur
crests. The crest, probably
sheathed in keratin like a
bull’s horns, may have been
vividly colored and instru-
mental in sexual or territori-
al competition or recognition
between individuals.

“It’s about love and life -
attracting a mate, defending
your hot feeding shallows,”
said University of Chicago pa-
leontologist Paul Sereno, lead

author of the research pub-
lished Thursday in the journal
Science. “What else could be
more important?”

The retracted location of
its nostrils, farther back
than usual, let it submerge
most of its snout under wa-
ter to stalk swimming prey
for as long as necessary
while breathing normally.
In addition, its upper and
lower rows of teeth fit neat-
ly together during a bite,
called interdigitation.

“Their large conical teeth
without serrations that inter-
digitate form a ‘fish trap’ that is
very good at piercing and trap-
ping slippery fish in the jaws,
preventing them from slid-
ing,” said paleontologist and
study co-author Daniel Vidal
of the University of Chicago
and Universidad Nacional de
Educacion a Distancia in Spain.

Sereno called the Spinosau-
rus mirabilis discovery ‘the
coup de grace for the aquatic
hypothesis’.

Jenguebi, where the fossils
were discovered, is a remote
Sahara locality, with fossil-rich
sandstone outcrops surrounded
by sand dunes. For their 2022
expedition, the researchers set
out from the city of Agadez in
a convoy and drove off-road
through desert terrain for al-
most three days, often getting
stuck in the sand.

The journey paid off, as they
discovered parts of three Spi-
nosaurus mirabilis skulls and
other bones, along with fossils
of other creatures.

Long overshadowed in the
public imagination by T. rex,
Spinosaurus is now having its
time in the spotlight.

“It’s a dino-happening,” Sere-
no said. REUTERS
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downtown

ODISHA BUDGET 2026-27

AMBITIOUS VISION
MEETS SKEPTICISM

Mohan Charan Majhi’s mega Budget draws mixed reactions from citizens and leaders

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 20: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Friday presented the Odisha
Annual Budget for FY 2026-27
in the State Legislative As-
sembly, unveiling a massive
budgetary outlay of Rs 3,10,000
crore. Branded as a roadmap
for “Lokanka Unnati, Rajyara
Pragati”, the budget is struc-
tured around six pillars; Peo-
ple First, Rural Empowerment,
Prosperity for All, Our Legacy
Our Pride, Technology Leading
the Way, and People-Centric
Governance, aimed at fostering
inclusive growth, modernizing
infrastructure, and strengthen-
ing social welfare.

Among the marquee proposals
are the Rs 1,000 crore Jagannath
Interpretation Centre in Puri
and a World Tourism Center,
designed to place Odisha on the
global tourism map. The new
Digital Hundi - SAMARPAN
platform will modernize temple
donations, making religious
contributions more transparent
and accessible. Social welfare
schemes are prominent, with
the expansion of the Madhuba-
bu Pension Yojana to benefit six
lakh additional citizens and the
launch of the Mukhyamantri
Kanya Sumangal Yojana, which
provides Rs 1,00,001 to girls from
economically weaker families
upon graduation.

Education receives a signif-
icant push with four new uni-
versities planned in Kendra-
pada, Jagatsinghpur, Bhadrak,
and Jharsuguda, alongside
specialized colleges for engi-
neering, agriculture, veteri-
nary, fisheries, Ayurvedic, and
homeopathy disciplines. Skill

CLASSIFIED

Sri Sania Sabar, S/o.
Late Ikana Sabar
declare by this

affidavit No. 8, dated
17.02.2026, sworn

before the Executive
Magistrate, Gudari,
that now onwards I
want to correction

my Daughter’s name
from Gitanjali Sabar to
Ritanjali Sabar bearing
Aadhaar Card No. XXXX
XXXX 9426 of Village
At: Talakhariguda, P.O.:
Khariguda, P.S.: Gudari,
Dist.: Rayagada for all
future purposes.

By virtue of an affidavit
sworn before Executive
Magistrate, Rayagada .
I, Umesh Majhi, S/0.Din
Bandhu Majhi, Address
At/Po-Kucheipadar,
PS-Doraguda, Dist-
Rayagada, Pin Code
-765015, Odisha,
declared that I have
changed my name from
Jalendra Das to Umesh
Majhi by this affidavit
no. 5400, dt. 05.04.2025.
Henceforth, I will

be known as Umesh
Majhi for all purposes.
Umesh Majhi

Among the
marquee proposals
are the 71,000
crore Jagannath
Interpretation Centre

in Puri and a World
Tourism Centre,
designed to place
Odisha on the global
tourism map

development and innovation
will be advanced through initia-
tives like the Dakshyata Vikas
Yojana, the Rare Earth Corri-
dor, and the Odisha AI Mission.
Urban and rural development
will be promoted through the
Mukhyamantri Smart City
Mission, Viksit Bharat — Guar-
antee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission, and the Samrudhha
Anganwadi Yojana. Connectiv-
ity projects include three major
expressways—Berhampur-Jey-
pore Road, NaMo Expressway,
and Atal Expressway—linking
East-West and North-South cor-
ridors. Bhubaneswar itself will
see a transformation with new
government buildings, a state-
of-the-art museum, the Odisha
Mandap Convention Centre,
and a Police Memorial.
Educationist Naba Kishore
Pujari praised the Rs 42,565
crore allocation for education,
highlighting the potential of
new universities and special-
ized colleges, but cautioned
that while technology is a bud-
getary pillar, the Rs 23 crore Al
Mission and Rs 100 crore Smart
City funds are relatively small
compared to traditional infra-

NCTB-2026 inaugurated
at RD Women’s University

Bhubaneswar: The two-day confer-
ence titled “National Conference on
Translational Biotechnology (NCTB-
2026): Innovation for Societal Impact”
was formally inaugurated Friday at
Rama Devi Women's University by

the Department of Biotechnology. The
inaugural ceremony was attended by
eminent academicians and researchers
from across the country. The chief guest
of the opening session was Deepashikha
Chakraborty from the Indian Institute of
Science (11Sc). In her keynote address,
she underscored the importance of
translating laboratory research into
practical solutions that can directly
benefit society. The session was
presided over by the Vice-Chancellor
Chandi Charan Rath, who reaffirmed
the University’s commitment to fos-
tering innovative and socially impact-
ful research. Raj Kumar Joshi, Head
of the Department of Biotechnology
and Convener of the conference,
delivered the welcome address.

structure. He noted that effi-
cient execution would be criti-
cal, as Odisha has historically
faced challenges in fund utili-
zation. Social activist Narayan
Prusty welcomed the online
temple donation platform and
the financial support for girls,
calling the Rs 20,000 grant at
birth for girls from poor fam-
ilies “the most welcome step.”

Youth activist Sunil Kumar
Mishra acknowledged the
focus on infrastructure, agri-
culture, and women'’s welfare
but flagged concerns over un-
employment, stating that there
is no clear roadmap for large-
scale government recruitment
or job security. While skill
development is encouraging,
he warned that without stable
employment, growth may not
translate into real livelihoods.

Senior BJD leader Arun Sa-
hoo added that the government
had launched so many schemes
that even their own MLAs and
ministers would struggle to
remember them, calling it “an
elephant-like budget, but spend-
ing like ants.”

Despite criticism, the ruling
government highlighted the
budget’s long-term potential in
education, tourism, infrastruc-
ture, and social welfare. Union
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
said, “The ‘Developed Odisha’
Budget 202627 is a transforma-
tive and welfare-oriented road-
map reflecting our commitment
to inclusive growth and social
justice. Under the visionary
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi, this
historic Rs 3.10 lakh crore bud-
get will accelerate progress in
education, skill development,
agriculture, industry, and in-
frastructure. It prioritizes the
poor, farmers, women, youth,
SCs, STs, and marginalized
communities, ensuring devel-
opment reaches every village
and household.”

The Odisha Budget 2026-27
presents an ambitious vision
for inclusive development, tech-
nological adoption, and global
positioning. While citizens and
experts largely welcome the
social welfare and educational
initiatives, skepticism remains
regarding fund utilization, em-
ployment generation, and exe-
cution. The coming year will
reveal whether this Rs 3.10 lakh
crore blueprint translates into
tangible growth and prosperity
for Odisha’s people.

Care Hospitals marks 10th anniversary in City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 20: Care
Hospitals celebrated its 10th an-
niversary Friday with a grand
event at the Lumbini Conven-
tion Centre in Bhubaneswar.
The festivities began with a
captivating Odissi dance perfor-
mance, setting a vibrant and cel-
ebratory tone for the occasion.

Kislay Anand, Zonal Chief
Operating Officer of Care Hos-
pitals, welcomed the guests
and reflected on the hospital’s
journey. He highlighted how
Aditya Care Hospital began a
decade ago with just 80 beds
and has since grown into a
multi-specialty institution,
providing advanced medical
care at affordable costs. Orig-
inally focused on cardiac care,
the hospital has expanded its
services to include several spe-
cialties. Looking ahead, Anand
announced that a 160-bed state-
of-the-art independent oncol-
ogy unit will be inaugurated
by January 2027 to further
enhance patient care.

The event was graced by
Tathagata Satpathy, Editor
of Dharitri and Orissa Post
as the Chief Guest, and Adya-
sha Satpathy, CEO of Dharitri
and Orissa Post as the Guest
of Honour. Both felicitated
employees who have made out-
standing contributions across

o
CARE

HOLISTIC APPROACH: Dharitri and OrissaPOST Editor Tathagata Satpathy and Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy

grace the 10th Annual Day celebration of Care Hospitals in Bhubaneswar, Friday

various hospital departments.

Sharing his personal experi-
ence, Tathagata praised the cor-
dial behaviour of the doctors,
nurses, and healthcare staff. He
noted that while corporate hos-
pitals are often accused of ex-
ploiting patients, he had never
faced such issues at Care Hos-
pitals and wished good health
to everyone present.

In her address, Adyasha
emphasised the importance of
ethical conduct among profes-

sionals. She stated that wheth-
er in media organisations or
healthcare institutions, up-
holding high ethical standards
is essential for all employees.
Mahendra Prasad Tripa-
thy, Head of Cardiology and
Clinical Director, reminisced
about his 10-year association
with the hospital, reflecting
on its remarkable growth
and achievements. Lokanath
Dash, Associate Vice Presi-
dent of Corporate Communi-

A full menu in an empty
kitchen: Naven on Budget

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 20: Leader
of Opposition and Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) Supremo Naveen Pat-
naik Friday strongly criticized
the Odisha Budget 2026-27 pre-
sented in the Assembly by Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi,
likening it to “a full menu in an
empty kitchen.” In a statement
issued here, Patnaik expressed
deep disappointment, alleging
that the so-called “double en-
gine government” is steering
the state in the reverse direc-
tion despite promising trans-
formative development for the
people of Odisha.

Patnaik remarked that under
the present government, every
newborn child in Odisha would
effectively carry a per-capita
loan burden of nearly Rs.30,000.
He warned that the state's total
debt is expected to soon reach
Rs.1,30,000 crore, a development
he said could severely strain
Odisha’s finances and derail
its development momentum as
well as welfare initiatives.

Recalling his tenure, the
former Chief Minister stated

-
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that when the BJD govern-
ment assumed office, much of
the state’s revenue was used to
repay loans and service debts,
leaving limited funds for de-
velopment. However, through
years of meticulous planning
and fiscal prudence, his gov-
ernment significantly reduced
the loan burden.

Patnaik accused the BJP
government of pushing Odisha
toward financial instability. He
further pointed out that people
had hoped the “Double Engine”
model would bring double ben-
efits, particularly increased

grant-in-aid from the Centre.
Instead, he claimed, central re-
mittances to Odisha have been
shrinking year after year, espe-
cially over the past two years.

While welcoming the Chief
Minister’s tribute to farmers
in his budget speech, Patnaik
argued that the financial pro-
posals fall short of addressing
the real challenges faced by the
farming community.

Describing the budget as
filled with grand promises but
lacking concrete measures
for sustainable development,
he concluded, “It is like a full
menu in an empty kitchen.”

Meanwhile, Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han has described the Budget
as a welfare-oriented and for-
ward-looking blueprint aimed
at building a “Developed Odi-
sha.” The budget, presented in
the State Assembly by Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi, outlines a comprehensive
development strategy focus-
ing on inclusive growth, in-
frastructure expansion, and
sectoral advancement across
the state, he stated.

Vigilance unearths masswe assets during raid on Kalahandi forester

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhawanipatna, Feb 20: Of-
ficials of Odisha Vigilance
Friday uncovered substan-
tial assets during simultane-
ous house searches linked
to Forester Bhagbat Bhusan
Behera. The searches were
conducted following allega-
tions that Behera, serving
as forester of Bhatangpadar
forest section under Bhawa-
nipatna forest range in Ka-
lahandi district, possessed
assets disproportionate to
his known sources of income.

According to Vigilance sourc-
es, the raids were carried out at
three locations in Kalahandi

district on the strength of search
warrants issued by the Special
Judge, Vigilance, Bhawanipat-
na. During the searches, officials
reportedly discovered a tri-
ple-storeyed residential building
measuring approximately 5,300
sq ft at Hill Town, Bhawanipa-
tna, constructed between 2022
and 2024, one four-wheeler
(Toyota Urban Cruiser) and
one two-wheeler, two Kubota

harvester machines, four trac-
tors and one Bolero vehicle,
allegedly held benami.

In addition, Behera was
found to be in possession of
nine valuable plots in and
around Bhawanipatna town.
The Vigilance Technical Wing
is currently conducting mea-
surement and valuation of the
building and plots.

Officials also recovered ap-
proximately 210 grams of gold
ornaments. Details regarding
bank deposits, postal savings,
and other financial investments
are being ascertained.

Behera had entered govern-
ment service August 20, 2000,
as a forest guard in the office

HRAO to celebrate 40 yrs of service

I BiVa\VU)

(HUMAN RIGHTS ACTION ORGANIZATION)

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 20: The
40th Foundation Day of Hotel
and Restaurant Association
of Odisha (HRAO) will be cel-
ebrated March 1 in Puri, in
which Deputy Chief Minister
Pravati Parida, Puri MP Sam-
bit Patra and MLA Sunil Mo-
hanty are likely to be present,
informed the organizing com-
mittee during a presser here
Friday.

The event will bring together
industry leaders, policymak-
ers, tourism stakeholders, and
members of hospitality frater-
nity to reflect on past achieve-
ments and chart the roadmap
for the future.

Established in 1986 with only
six members, today, the outfit

4@

ANNIVERSARY

1" March, 2023
Hotel Holiday Resort, Puri

has a strong membership base
of 388 hoteliers. HRAO contin-
ues to grow as a vibrant and
unified platform for the hospi-
tality industry in state with the
primary objectives to facilitate
sharing of important industry
information, exchange inno-

PRESS MEET P

23" February 2023 a .
Lyak Hotel, Bhubaneswar

vative management ideas, and
encourage professional collab-
oration among members. At
the same time, HRAO remains
committed in promoting the
immense tourism potential of
Odisha jointly with the posi-
tive support and cooperation

from the state government to
position Odisha as one of the
leading tourist destinations in
the country.

“Through collective efforts
and close cooperation with
Tourism department, gov-
ernment of Odisha and stake-
holders, we aim to strengthen
the hospitality ecosystem and
contribute meaningfully to the
growth of Odisha’s tourism
economy,” said HRAO chair-
man JK MOhanty.

“We are happy that the
Tourism department has also
introduced the State Tourism
Advisory Council (STAC) un-
der the chairmanship of tour-
ism minister to review growth
and speed up implementation of
projects once in a year,” HRAO
members said.

of the Divisional Forest Officer
(North), Kalahandi, with an ini-
tial salary of Rs 3,000 per month.
The investigation is ongoing,
and further details are awaited.
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cations, reaffirmed the hospi-
tal’s commitment to deliver-
ing quality patient care.
From its modest beginnings
in a small rented facility, Care
Hospitals has expanded signifi-
cantly, introducing modern
treatment services, including
Al-assisted and robotic surger-
ies. With the upcoming oncolo-
gy unit, the hospital aims to fur-
ther accelerate its services and
meet the growing healthcare
demands of the community.

ITEP through NCET 2026;
applications open till Mar 10

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 20: The
Odisha Higher Education
Department has notified the
admissions into the 4-Year In-
tegrated Teacher Education
Programme (ITEP) for the ac-
ademic session 2026-27 will be
conducted through the National
Common Entrance Test (NCET)
2026. It will be organised by the
National Testing Agency (NTA).

As per a notice issued by the
NTA February 12, online appli-
cations for NCET-2026 are open
from February 12 to March 10.The
examination is tentatively sched-
uled to be held April 17 (Friday) in
Computer Based Test (CBT) mode.

In Odisha, admission into
ITEP from the academic ses-
sion 2026-27 onwards will be
based strictly on NCET scores.
The programme will be offered
in five state public Universities
and eight government colleges,
with a total sanctioned intake
capacity of 1,300 seats.

After publication of percen-
tile-based scorecards by NTA,
eligible candidates will be re-
quired to apply through the
SAMS portal by entering their
NCET scores and selecting their
preferred institutions. Merit
lists will be prepared based on
NCET percentile scores.

However, admissions into the
2-Year B.Ed, M.Ed, and B.H.Ed
courses in Odisha will contin-
ue to be conducted through the
existing SAMS process, and el-
igible candidates will have to
appear in the entrance exam-
ination conducted by the State
Selection Board (SSB), Odisha.

GOLD 156,674 4 1855

SILVER ?253,008 4 311,615
J

BBSR CTC FORECAST
Max Temp 35.4° 32.4°  bry weather likely
Min Temp 16.0° 15.6° to prevail
Humidity 57% 72%
Rainfall Nil Nil
\_ J

N




Orissa

SATURDAY | FEBRUARY 21, 2026 | BHUBANESWAR

Municipality delimitation sparks
political tension in Chhatrapur

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur, Feb 20: The de-
limitation of the newly formed
Chhatrapur Municipality has
triggered political tension,
with opposition leaders stag-
ing a protest Friday in front
of the Ganjam Collectorate
against the inclusion of five
gram panchayats.

Protesters rallied against the
decision to include Aryapalli,
Kanamana, Agasti Nuagan,
Podapadar and Chikalkhan-
di within municipal limits.
Despite security deployment,
demonstrators attempted to
enter the Collectorate prem-
ises. They submitted a memo-
randum to Ganjam Collector
V Keerthi Vasan, demanding
the withdrawal of the decision
within seven days.

The protesters warned they
would intensify their agita-

tion — including road block-
ades and shutdowns of the IRE
plant and Gopalpur Port — if
their demands are not met.
They alleged the government
ignored the views of the respec-
tive sarpanches before taking
the decision. According to
them, the move would burden
economically weaker residents
with higher taxes and fees for
services currently available at
lower costs.

Meanwhile, ruling party
leaders and local government
representatives held a separate
rally Thursday supporting the
inclusion, saying it would ac-
celerate development and ben-
efit residents. They accused
opposition groups of politicis-
ing the issue. The district ad-
ministration recently notified
new ward boundaries and seat
reservations and invited objec-
tions until February 21.

Newhorn’s body
found on roadside

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, Feb 20: The body of
anewborn boy was found near
Godabarish Nagar in Rayagada
town Friday morning, trigger-
ing outrage among residents,
who demanded a thorough
intervention.

According to sources, locals
spotted the infant’s body on
the roadside behind Rayagada
College and informed Rayagada
Town police, who reached the
spot, recovered the body and
began an investigation.

Prima facie, it appears that
someone might have aban-
doned the baby shortly after
birth. However, it remains
unclear whether the child is
stillborn or died after being
left at the location. Police
said the exact cause of death
would be ascertained after the
investigation is over.

(@UCO BANK

JAMUKOLI BRANCH
Plot No.: 691/784, At: Jamukoli,
P.O.: Panchagaon, Jatni, Dist.: Khordha-752050

DEMAND NOTICE (GOLD LOAN)

state
Student unrest erupts in CUO

7-day ultimatum to varsity admin as students agitate over academic mismanagement, various other issues

POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput/ Sunabeda, Feb
20: The Central University of
Odisha in Koraput district wit-
nessed intense unrest on cam-
pus Friday as hundreds of stu-
dents staged a massive protest
in front of the administrative
building, accusing the univer-
sity authorities of prolonged
mental harassment, academic
mismanagement, and playing
with the future of scholars.
The agitation was directed
against the in-charge Vice-Chan-
cellor Narasingha Chattan Pan-
da, whom students held respon-
sible for what they described as
“institutional paralysis.”
Students alleged that semes-
ter results of the Forestry, Ag-
riculture, and Dairy Science
departments have not been
declared for nearly two years,
pushing final-year and research
scholars into uncertainty.
Tribal students, in partic-
ular, said delays in verifica-
tion and documentation have
blocked access to government
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fellowships and stipends, leav-
ing many in financial distress.

Dibya Jyoti Nanda, a student
of the Agriculture Department,
alleged that the university func-
tions without clear rules or ac-
ademic discipline. He pointed
out that an examination notice
was issued with a back date,
informing students just one
day earlier that exams would
be held February 21, despite
incomplete courses and irreg-
ular classes. “Classes are nei-
ther completed nor conducted
on time, yet students are forced
into exams,” he said.

Ty

Students from the Dairy Sci-
ence Department raised serious
concerns about campus safety
and welfare. One student ac-
cused the Chintamani canteen
of repeatedly selling expired
food items, despite regular com-
plaints to the administration.
Adding to the anger, female stu-
dents highlighted the shutdown
of water facilities since Febru-
ary 16, forcing them to struggle
daily in the hostels. They also
complained about the lack of
transport facilities during
lunch hours, despite the edu-
cation building being over two

kilometres away from hostels,
resulting in missed post-lunch
classes. Protesters further ac-
cused Sanjay Kumar Pradhan
and Manjushree Singh, heads of
Agriculture and Dairy Science
departments respectively, of
authoritarian behaviour and
mental harassment within ac-
ademic and hostel spaces. “We
are treated like prisoners, not
scholars,” a student alleged.

Students also questioned why
almost all faculty members, in-
cluding the Vice-Chancellor, are
serving only in in-charge capac-
ities despite massive infrastruc-
ture spending. They demanded
regular appointments, immedi-
ate declaration of results, sus-
pension of the accused HODs,
and systemic reforms.

The Vice-Chancellor in-
charge assured students that
issues would be resolved
within seven days. Agitating
students, however, issued a
clear warning: if no concrete
action is taken, protests will
intensify and classes will be
boycotted indefinitely.

We have to inform the below mentioned Borrower that the following Gold Loan facilities has been
sanctioned to you by UCO Bank, Jamukoli Branch. Despite our repeated requests, you have not yet
repaid the amout due. Therefore, due to non-payment of installment/interest/Principal debt, the
account(s) have been classified as NPA as per the RBI Guidelines. Demand Notice was issued by the
Branch Manager against the following Borrower of UCO Bank, Jamukoli Branch. The said Demand
Notice could not be served by the below mentioned parties. The details are given below:

sEeEN (3fsam) fafies
IREL (India) Limited

(A Govt. of India Undertaking, Dept. of Atomic Energy)
Rare Earths Division, Kochi, Kerala, Tel : 0484-2545064 Extn. 211/259

email : hrm-red@irel.co.in

@ m'{a m Government of India
ﬁi \d FHEUNE FE Ministry of Corporate Affairs
NEW INDi1A®7S Tﬂﬂhﬁz TG TR = Centre for Processing Accelerated
— .o e 735 fl‘a), Corporate Exit (C-PACE),
3“§ FEHL Y 1ICA Building, 7th Floor,
an P- 6 7, 8 Plot P- 6, 7, 8, Sector-5,

An ISO 9001:2015, ISO 14001:2015 & I1SO 45001:2018 Company

sI Name & Address of the lga" Am‘(’l“"t/ Date of NPA/ | Details of
No. Borrower utstanding ate of Gold
Amount Demand Notice

1. |Borrower: Niruta Das (Deceased), Legal . Wt.:
heirs of Late Niruta Das are: 1) Tamas X 1’36/’000/ 30.12.2025 Gsrgsss m
Kumar Das, 2) Eleena Das, Both are At: 7 1.50.936.86 / N -t V?It N
Ashraypur, Panchagaon, Jatni, Dist.:| 5 2222 07.01.2026 et Wt
Khordha, PIN-752050 + future Interest 31.5gm

That the Bank in exercise of powers conferred under the agreement/s executed by you in Bank’s
favour, hereby calls upon you to repay the full amount mentioned above plus interest & other charges
within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice, failing which the bank shall be entitled to
Auction the above gold ornaments to recover Bank’s dues as per the terms of Loan Agreement executed
by you besides exercising other rights available to the Bank. We hope, you will avoid such situation
and deposit the amount immediately.

Place: Jamukoli, Date: 20.02.2026 Authorised Officer, UCO Bank

ENGAGEMENT OF APPRENTICES

Applications are invited from eligible candidates
for engagement of Apprentices under Apprentices

Act, 1961 and subsequent amendments
Earths Division, Udyogamandal, Dist.
Kerala-683 501.

at Rare

Ernakulam,

Last date is 15.03.2026. For details please visit

‘Careers’ page of www.irel.co.in.
chc 48145/12/0010/2526

Sd./- GM & Head, RED

IMT Manesar,
Gurgaon, Haryana - 122050
Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

e, %m 122050

Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

Form No. STK - 6

[Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 (2) of the Companies Act, 2013 and rule 7
of the Companies (Removal of Names of Companies from the Register of Companies) Rules, 2076]

REDEMPTION
NOTICE

Punjab & Sind Ban

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

& R o sitat gt
Notice for Sale of
Where service is a way of life

Immovable Properties

YT Thd

fagfaeaem, fawufa
' NATIONAL SANSKRIT UNIVERSITY, TIRUPATI

(A Central University established by an Act of Parliament)

ARB BRANCH

59B, Chowringhee Road, Kolkata - 700020, Phone : 89183 94063, E-mail : c0719@psb.bank.in

Date : 18.02.2026

1. M/s. Jagwani Projects Pvt. Ltd. (Borrower), 568, Block-N, Gr. Floor, Gangotri Apartments, New Alipore, Kolkata-
700053

2. M/s. LAAJ Led Lights Pvt. Ltd. (Borrower), 568, Block-N, Gr. Floor, Gangotri Apartments, New Alipore, Kolkata-
700053.

3. M/s. Transhimalayan Logistics Pvt. Ltd. (Borrower), 23/A/560, Block —N, Ground Floor, New Alipore, Kolkata-
7000053.

4. Mr. Gordhan Das Jagwani (Mortgagor / Guarantor), S/o. Shri Khilal Das Jagwani, 568, Block-N, Gr. Floor, Gangotri
Apartments, NewAlipore, Kolkata - 700053.

5. Mr. Anil Kumar Jagwani (Mortgagor / Guarantor), S/o. Shri Gordhan Das Jagwani, 568, Block-N, Gr. Floor, Gangotri
Apartments, NewAlipore, Kolkata - 700053.

6. Mrs. Lajwanti Jagwani (Mortgagor / Guarantor), W/o. Gordhan Das Jagwani, 568, Block-N, Gr. Floor, Gangotri
Apartments, NewAlipore, Kolkata - 700053.

7. Shri Sunil Kumar Jagwani (Mortgagor / Guarantor), S/o. Shri Gordhan Das Jagwani, 568, Block-N, Gr. Floor,
GangotriApartments, NewAlipore, Kolkata - 700053.

8. Mrs. Savitri Jagwani (Mortgagor / Guarantor), \W/o. Shri Paras Ram Jagwani, 651, Block - O, New Alipore, Kolkata -
700053.

9. Mrs. Jyoti Jagwani (Mortgagor / Guarantor), 568, Block-N, Gr. Floor, Gangotri Apartments, New Alipore, Kolkata -
700053.

Reg:- Redemption notice under rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,2002 Section read with 13(8) of
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 in A/c. of
M/s. Jagwani Projects Pvt. Ltd., M/s. LAAJ Led Lights Pvt. Ltd. & M/s. Transhimalayan Logistics Pvt. Ltd. (A/c Nos.
01471600000517, 01471300101522, & 01471600000538) from Branch Office ARB, Kolkata (Previously with B/O.
IBD Kolkata).

The undersigned being authorized officer of Punjab and Sind Bank and in exercise of its powers conferred under section
13(4) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 has
proposed to realize the bank's dues by Sale of the said properties/ assets as described below through E-Auction.

And whereas the Sale of the below mentioned properties will be done on “As is where is basis and whatever is basis” through
.Sale has been fixed Rs. 1447.77 Lakh at reserve price as mentioned below in respect of the immovable property and as per
other terms and conditions as stipulated under the said Acts/Rules.

Your attention is invited to the Section 13(8) of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to rule 8(6) of the Security Interest of the security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules,2002, in respect of the time available(i.e. 30 days), to redeem the secured assets. If you (addresses) fail to pay the
entire Bank's dues mentioned below together with all costs, charges and expenses, your right to redeem the mortgaged
property would stand extinguished.

Name of the Borrowers & Guarantors : 1. M/s. Jagwani Projects Pvt Ltd., 2. M/s. LAAJ Led Lights Pvt. Ltd., 3. M/s.
Transhimalayan Logistics Pvt. Ltd.

Guarantors : 1. Mr. Gowardhan Das Jagwani, 2. Mr. Anil Kumar Jagwani, 3. Mrs. Lajwanti Jagwani, 4. Shri Sunil
Kumar Jagwani, 5. Mrs. Savitri Jagwani, 6. Mrs. Jyoti Jagwani.

Demand Notice Date & Amount: 20.01.2016, Rs. 14,39,11,008.51

Total Outstanding as on 18.02.2026, Rs. 54,30,25,591.32 (InA/c. No.01471600000517), Rs. 19,10,32,257.76 (InAlc.
No.01471300101522), Rs. 37,83,64,562.23 (InA/c.No.01471600000538 )

GI. Description of Property Reserve )

No. Price

1. |Flat No. 4F in the front side on the fourth floor measuring 1600 Sq. Feet. super built up and 1200 Sq. Rs. 214.87
Feet. carpet area with car parking space at and/ or being Municipal Premises No.49, Biplabi Dinesh LAKH
Majumder Sarani, formerly 568, Block - N, New Alipore, P. S. - New Alipore, Kolkata - 700053 in
Ward No. 81 of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation, District - 24 Parganas (S).

2. |Flat No. 4R on the rear side of the fourth floor admeasuring about 700 Sq. Ft. super at Premises Rs. 67.38
No. 49, Biplabi Dinesh Majumder Sarani, formerly 568, New Alipore, Block - N, P. S. - New Alipore, LAKH
Kolkata - 700053, in Ward No. 81 of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation, District 24 Parganas
(South).

3. | Ground Floor containing an area of 570 Sq. Feet. Super built up and about 475 Sq. Feet. Carpet Rs. 64.23
area be the same a little more or less on the front side the ground floor of the building “Gangotri” LAKH
apartment at and /or being Municipal Premises No. 49, Biplabi Dinesh Majumder Sarani formerly
known as 568, Block - N, New Alipore, P. S. - New Alipore, Kolkata - 700053, in Ward No. 81 of the
Kolkata Municipal Corporation, District 24 Parganas (South) Sub-Registration District Alipore.

4. | Ground Floor in Multi Storied Building at Mouza - PunjaSahapur, J. L. No. 9, R. S. No. 186, Touzi No. Rs. 50.26
93, Dag No. 414 (P) being the Municipal Premises No. 3, Jyotish Roy Road, P. S. - Behala, Kolkata - LAKH
700053, within the limit of Kolkata Municipal Corporation under Ward No. 117, District - 24 Parganas
(South) measuring 1000 Sq.Feet.

5. | Equitable Mortgage of Flat No. 1A & 1B on 1st Floor of G+4 storied building measuring a super built- Rs. 348.61
up area 1020 Sq. Ft. and carpet area 765 Sq. Ft. at/ or being the Municipal Premises No. 59, Nalini LAKH
Ranjan Avenue.(Previously known as 376/1, Block-G, New Alipore) under Police Station -

NewAlipore, Kolkata - 700053, in Ward No. 81 of the Kolkata Municipal Corporation, District - South
24 Parganas.

6. | Equitable mortgage of all that piece and parcel of lease hold land containing an area of more or less Rs. 248.80
0.7583 Acres together with a two storied building standing thereon having an area of approximately LAKH
800 Sq. Ft. in each floor and a tin shed structure measuring approximately 7000 Sq. Ft. lying and
situated in Mouza - Chandipur (J. L. No. 9), P. S. - Uluberia, District - Howrah under Chandipur Gram
Panchayat .

7. | Flat No. D-5 on the second floor at Block-D having a superbuilt up area 1114 Sq. Ft. be a little more Rs. 56.00
or less consisting three bed rooms, one dining and drawing, one kitchen and two bath and privy LAKH
comprised in Dag Nos. 624/1093,143 and 177, Mouza - Punja Sahapur, P. S. - Behala, registry
office Alipore, District 24 Parganas (South), within the limits of Calcutta Municipal Corporation (S. S.

Unit), Ward No.117, Holding No. 37, S. N. Roy Road, Kolkata - 700038.

8. | Equitable Mortgage of all that land measuring more or less 3 Cottahs, together with ground plus Rs. 360.00
three storied residential building, Ground Floor 1140 Sq. Ft. pucca and 215 Sq. Ft. asbester shed, LAKH
1stfloor 1190 Sq. Ft. area, 2nd floor 1190 Sq. Ft. area and 3rd floor 917 Sq. Ft. along with 175 Sq. Ft.
asbester shed area more or less situated at Municipal Premises No. 23/A/560, Block “N”, New
Alipore, (Now Premises No. 37, Biplabi Dinesh Mazumder Sarani), Kolkata - 700053, P. S. - New
Alipore.

9. | Equitable Mortgage of all that part and parcel of flat on Ground floor, Southernside, measuring Rs. 23.56
super built up area of 900 Sq. Ft. at Mouza - Dumdum Cantonment, P. S. - Dumdum, District - North LAKH
24 Parganas at Dag No. 2035, Khaitan No. 1, J. L. No. 13, R. S. No.177,Touzi No. 3194 at 34/8, U. K.

Dutta Road, within the local jurisdiction of south Dumdum Municipality.

10.| Equitable Mortgage of Flat No.1C measuring 650 Sq. Ft. at first floor at Village - Sundara, Unit Rs. 14.06

No.13, Khata No.145/87, Plot No. 339/947. Kissam - Gharbari - II, Tahasil + P. S. + Sub Registrar- LAKH
\__| Barbil, District - Keonjhar. )

Note : There is No Encumbrance on properties mentioned at Sl. No. 1 to 10.

vt st / RECRUITMENT NOTIFICATION

Teaching Posts (Direct Recruitment)
(Advt. No. NSKTU/Admn./T/2025/04 dated 18.02.2026)
National Sanskrit University, Tirupati invites online applications from
Indian Nationals for the Direct Recruitment of Teaching positions.

No. of No. of Posts & Reserved Academic
S. | Name of the .
No. Post Posts categories Pay Level
Vacant| SC|ST|OBC |PwBD|EWS|UR| (7" CPC)
Associate
1. |Professor in 01 - -1 01 - - - 13A
Yoga Vijnana
Associate
2. |Professor in 01 - - - - - |01 13A
Agama
* Backlog vacancies
The last date for submission of online applications for teaching positions

is 15-03-2026. For details of posts, educational qualification, experience
and other criteria, please visit the University website http://www.nsktu.

ac.in.
cbc 21364/12/0004/2526

Forgtaa IREGISTRAR

18.02.2026 Authorised Officer
Punjab & Sind Bank

Date :

Place : Kolkata

«& 7t wrfage #t &t g3fo

Punjab & Sind Bank

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Where service is a way of life

Public Notice: ROC/C-PACE/STK-2/248(2)/2025-26/1988 Date: 14/02/2026

Reference: In the matter of striking off or removal of names of (9) companies in the state of
Odisha under section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 in respect of:

S. No. ‘ Work Item ‘ CIN ‘
1 |AC2197154 | U722000R20140PC018102
AC1517415 | U924900R20220PC040669
AC1560693 | U749990R20150PC018783
AC1666263 | U671900R2021PTC035663
AC1666697 | U642000R2021PTC038323
AC1791147 | U011120D2024PTC045749
AC2095207 | U475900D2024PTC046300
AC2085654 | U259100D2024PTC045651 |[HUSSEIN FORMATION PRIVATE LIMITED
9 |AC2244501 | U681000D2024PTC045922 |KEANDE BUILDCON PRIVATE LIMITED
2. Notice is hereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received applications from the above-mentioned
companies under section 248(2) of the Companies Act, 2013 for removal of its/their name (s) from the register of
companies either on the ground that they have failed to commence business within one year of their incorporation
or on the ground that the company(ies) is/are not carrying on any business or operation for a period of two
immediately preceding financial years and has/have not made any application (s) within such period for obtaining
the status of a dormant company under section 455 of the Companies Act, 2013 or the company(ies) have obtained
the status of dormant company/subscribers to the memorandum have not paid the subscription which they had
undertaken to pay at the time of incorporation of a company and a declaration to this effect has not been filed
within one hundred and eighty days of its incorporation under subsection (1) of section 10A/ have not been
carrying on any business or operations, as revealed after the physical verification carried out under sub-section (9)
of section 12, but it/they do not wish to continue its/their registration as companies and have, therefore, requested | -
for removal/strike off of its/their names from the register of companies.
3. Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike off the names of the above-mentioned
companies from the Register of Companies.
4. Any person objecting to the proposed removal or striking off name of the companies from the register of
companies may send his or her objection to the office address mentioned here above within thirty days from the
date of publication of this notice.

Company Name
JUDAS IT SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED (OPC)
DEBASISH DANCE KA KEEDA (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED
3RD EYE TRAFFIC ANALYSIS PRIVATE LIMITED (OPC)
ELEVARE ADVISORY SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED
ORITEL BROADBAND SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
AARDIK ORGANIC PRIVATE LIMITED
OZARK TRADE PRIVATE LIMITED

N OO A WN

Raunak Agrawal, Deputy Registrar

CBC 07123/11/0720/2526 Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit

ARB BRANCH
59B, Chowringhee Road, Kolkata - 700020
Phone : 89183 94063, E-mail : c0719@psb.bank.in

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

Date of E-auction :

(In terms of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act -2002)

Whereas the Authorized Officer of Punjab & Sind Bank under the SARFAESI Act 2002 in exercise of powers conferred u/s 13(12) read with the relevant rules of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002
issued demand notice u/s 13(2) on the dates stated against the account, calling upon the borrower/s to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of notice. As the Borrower(s) /
Guarantor(s) have failed to repay the amount mentioned in the respective notice. Notice is hereby given to the following borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) and the public in general that the Authorized Officer has taken
possession of the property in exercise of powers conferred on Authorized Officer u/s 13(4) of the said Act read with relevant rules. Pursuant to the possession taken by the Authorized Officer under SARFAESI
Act 2002 for recovery of the secured debts of Punjab & Sind Bank mentioned against borrower(s) detailed hereunder and interest thereon from date mentioned therein and with cost and charges. Offers
are invited by the Authorized Officer in sealed cover for purchase of under noted property on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS", "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" AND "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS" AND
"WITHOUTANY RECOURSE BASIS" as per brief particulars given hereunder :

25.03.2026, Time of E-auction :

12.00 NOON - 2.00 PM

Last date of EMD : 24.03.2026, Time upto 04.00 PM
Place of Sale: https://www.baanknet.com

a) Name of Branch
b) Name of Borrower /
Guarantor with Address

horised Officer Name : Sh. Nafe Singh, Pho

1. | a)ARB, Kolkata

b) Borrowers :

1. M/s. Jagwani Projects Pvt. Ltd.

2. M/s. Laaj Led Lights Pvt. Ltd.

3. M/s. Transhimalayan Logistics Pvt. Ltd.
Guarantors :

1. Mr. Gowardhan Das Jagwani

2. Mr. Anil Kumar Jagwani, 3. Mrs. Lajwanti Jagwani

4. Shri Sunil Kumar Jagwani, 5. Mrs. Savitri Jagwani

6. Mrs. Jyoti Jagwani

Description of the Inmovable Properties

ne No. 99533 12185, Details of NEFT/RTG

Equitable Mortgage of Flat No. 1C measuring 650 Sq. Ft.
at first floor at Village - Sundara, Unit No. 13, Khata No.
145/87, Plot No. 339/947. Kissam - Gharbari-ll, Tahasil +
P.S. + Sub Registrar - Barbil, District - Keonjhar.

(Property under Symbolic Possession)

a) Reserve Price
b) EMD
c) Bid Increase Amount

07195040070003
a) Rs. 14.06 Lakh
b) Rs. 1.41 Lakh
¢) Rs. 10,000.00

QR Code for a) Date of 13(2) Notice
Mortgaged / Owner’s Name Property b) Date of 13 (4) Notice
Image and Details | ¢c) Demand Notice Amount
for EMD : IFSC : PSIB0000719, A/c.

a) 30.06.2016

b) 05.10.2020

c) Rs.14,39,11,008.51
as per 13(2) notice plus
interest and other
applicable charges
thereon

Officer/Secured Creditor.

anybody prior and future.

reason thereof.

case of default property shall the sold again.

Date & Time of Inspection : 19.03.2026 to 20.03.2026 (between 10.00 A.M. to 04.00 P.M.)

1. TERMS & CONDITIONS : 1. The e-Auctioniis being held on "AS IS WHEREIS" and "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS".

2. Tothe bestof knowledge and information of the Authorized Officer, there is no encumbrance on any property except as mentioned above. However, the intending bidders should make their own independent
inquiries regarding the encumbrances, title of property/ies put on auction and claims/right/dues/effecting the property prior to submitting their bid. The e-Auction advertisement does not constitute and will
not be deemed to constitute any commitment or any representation of the bank. The property is being sold with all the existing and future encumbrances whether known or unknown to the bank. The
Authorized Officer/Secured Creditor shall not be responsible in any way for any third party claims/right/dues.

3. ltshallbethe responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid.
4. Only Buyers holding user id/password and confirmed payment of EMD through NEFT/RTGS shall be eligible for participating in the e-auction process.

5. The Interested Bidders, who have submitted their EMD not below the 10% pf reserve price through online mode before 24.03.2026 for the auction held upto 04.00 pm shall be eligible for participating in the
bidding process. The e-auction of the above properties would be conducted exactly on the scheduled date and time as mentioned against each property by way of inter-se bidding amongst the bidders. The
bidder shall improve their offer in multiple of the amount mentioned under the column"Bid increase amount" against each property. In case bid is placed in the last 5 minutes of the closing time of the
e-Auction. The closing time will automatically get extended for 5 minutes (Subject to maximum of unlimited extensions of 5 minutes each). The bidder who submits the highest bid amount(Not below the
reserve price) on closure of e-auction shall be declared as successful bidder and a communication to that effect will be issued through electronic mode which shall be subject to approval by the Authorized

6. The Prospective qualified bidders may avail online training on e-Auction from https://www.baanknet.com prior to the date of e-Auction. Neither the Authorized Officer/Bank nor
https://www.baanknet.com shall be liable for any internet Network Problem and the interested bidders to ensure that they are technically well equipped for participating in the e-Auction event.
7. The purchaser shall bear the applicable stamp duties/additional stamp duty /transfer chargers, fee etc. and also all the Statutory/non-statutory dues, taxes retes assessment charge, fees etc. owing to

8. The Authorized Officer is not bound to accept the highest offer and the Authorized Officer has the absolute right to accept or reject any or all offer(s) or adjourn/cancel the e-Auction without assigning any

9. The bidders are advised to go through the detailed Terms & Conditions of e-Auction available on the Website: https://www.baanknet.com before submitting their bids and taking partin the e-Auction.
10. 25% of sale price is to be paid immediately i.e. on the same day or not later than next working day including earnest money already deposited from the acceptance of bid price by the Authorised Officer in

11. Balance 75% of the said price is to be paid on or before 15 Day of the confirmation of sale of the movable/immovable property. In default of payment within the period mentioned above, the deposited shall be
forfeited and property shall be resold and defaulting pruchaser shall forfeit all claim to the property or to any part of the sum for which it may be subsequently sold.

Date : 21.02.2026
Place : Kolkata

Authorised Officer
Punjab & Sind Bank

For details visit our website: http://www.punjabandsindbank.co.in
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That which we call the Hindu
religion is really the Eternal
religion because it embraces
all others.

SRI AUROBINDO

Art of Delay

’s telling that Punjab is still kicking the can down the road on

Pppointing a regular Director General of Police, even after the

Supreme Court flagged the “acting DGP” culture as a serious in-
stitutional flaw.

For over three years now, Gaurav Yadav, technically an “acting”
DGP, has been calling the shots in Punjab Police. That’s longer than
most bureaucrats stay at a single desk in New Delhi. And yes, that
very arrangement drew the apex court’s ire, precisely because it goes
against the spirit (if not the letter) of the Prakash Singh judgment,
which sought to insulate police leadership from political expediency.

The state government’s official line seems to be that it’s waiting on
the UPSC to communicate next steps, an argument that feels more
like a stall tactic than a strategy. After all, the court’s directive clearly
empowers the UPSC to push for compliance, not to act as a go-between.

What’s striking is how this delay feeds into a deeper problem: the
public perception, and sometimes reality, that police leadership can
be held in suspended animation for years, with all the institutional
uncertainty that invites. Police forces thrive on stable command, conti-

oower Post

DK Giri

he jogging by Emman-

uel Macron, the Pres-

ident of France in the

streets of Mumbai is
not only a story of routine phys-
ical exercise, it is also a sign of
the fast-growing friendship
between two countries. The bi-
lateralism between France and
India is deepening by leaps and
bounds. The elevation of the ties
into a Special Global Strategic
Partnership indicates how the
relationship is becoming com-
prehensive and multi-dimen-
sional. The partnership has
stood the test of time.

French President Emmanuel
Macron is currently on a three-
day visit to India, which began
on February 17, 2026. His visit
aimed at strengthening bilat-
eral ties focusing on areas like
trade, defence, innovation and
technology. The highlights of

FOCUS| INDO-FRENCH TIES

RISING SYNERGY

\

If India can leverage its demography,

democracy and diversity, then India’s growth
into a world power is unstoppable. Macron
realizes it, appreciates and endorses it.
But does Indian leadership realize its own
strength and seek to preserve and build on it?

an independent political identity
apart from alignment with Amer-
ica or China, it must embrace In-

America to Pakistan. The col-
laboration between France and
India is not limited to export of

common good. Both leaders in-
augurated the Franco-Indian
Centre for Al in health, jointly
led by AIIMS, Sorbonne Uni-
versity and the Paris Brain
Institute. Prime Minister Mo-
di dreams of taking India into
the top three Al powers in the
world. In this journey, India
would need the support of de-
veloped countries like France.

As France is perceived to
be the voice of the European
Union, the deepening of part-
nership will be good for India’s
expanding relationship with
the other 26 European coun-
tries. The recently concluded
FTA with the European Union
is one sign of such corollary div-
idends. Also, France is seeking
to recalibrate its profile in Af-
rica and is intending to draw
India into Africa in a triangu-
lar collaboration. The French

nuity of strategy, and clarity of authority. The longer a state dithers on the visit include the launching  dia. This perspective wasamply =~ arms. Keeping the importance  bases in the Indian Ocean and
“acting” arrangements, the more it undermines that very foundation. of India-France year of innova-  manifested in Macron’slatestvis-  of emerging technologies in  India-Pacific have lent strategic
It can be argued that Punjab isn’t alone. Several states have flirted THE MAIN tion, the elevation of partner-  ittoIndia. Macron asserted that  strategic thinking, Franceand  support to India. India-France
with acting chiefs rather than regular appointments. But that doesn’t ship, AI Impact Summit, and  both countries oppose domination = India have constituted a Joint  friendship has yielded tangible
absolve any of them, particularly when the Supreme Court has sig- DRIVER FOR defence cooperation, mainly  ofany kind from India-Pacificto = Advanced Technology Group  results so far and one can be op-
nalled that this shouldn’t be normal administrative practice. THIS GROWING the procurement of 114 Rafael ~ anyfield of technology inanypart ~ which will co-develop emerging  timistic that the elevation of ties
If Punjab wants to credibly claim it takes rule-based governance fighter jets and joint production  of the world. He likened friend-  technologies, secure military  to Special Global Strategic Part-
seriously, it should walk the talk: forward a proper panel of candidates, PARTNERSHIP of helicopters. The visit reflect-  ship with India to a sovereign  supply chains, and maintainthe  nership will manifestly shine in
let the UPSC do its job, and install a full-time DGP. Anything less is BETWEEN edthegrowingstrategic conver-  alliance. Prime Minister Modiin ~ competitive strategic advan-  many parts of the world.
just bureaucratic inertia dressed up as prudence. gence between India and France  hisresponse said, “Both countries ~ tage. This Group also included Finally, Macron’s strong en-
INDIAN AND with shared interests in the In-  believe inamultipolar worldand  critical minerals, collaboration = dorsement of the UPI system
63 lateral entries and 3,000 empty chairs FRANCE IS THE do-Pacific and global stability. are working diligently tomake it ~ on AI, digital technology, aero-  puts India into a league of its
For years now, we’ve been told that India’s bureaucracy is being ADHERENCE The main driver for this grow-  happen”. space and innovation. Thisini- = own. Macron said, “India builds
“reimagined.” More agile. More specialised. More fit for a complex, ing partnership is the adherence The ties between France tiative falls under the broader  something no other country in
21st-century economy. TO STRATEGIC tostrategicautonomy inthefor-  and India in defence sector are  framework of 2026 India-France  the world can.... a digital iden-
The numbers tell a different story. As informed in the Rajya Sabha, AUTONOMY IN eign policies of both countries. growing stronger day-by-day. Year of Innovation. tity for 1.4 billion people, a pay-
nearly 3,000 posts across the IAS, IPS and IFS are vacant. The IAS Letusrecall that duringthe Cold It is evident from the facts that The partnership is evolving  ment system that now process-
alone is short by over 1,300 officers. The IFS, the face of India abroad, is THE FOREIGN War, as the West overlooked  France isnextonly toRussiain  innovatively. Prime Minister  es 20 billion transactions every
functioning with a deficit that 5 POLICIES India for its Non-Aligned ap- exporting defence equipment and President Macron jointly = month, a health infrastructure
would make any corporate HR BABUDOM proach, France wasmoreaccom-  to India. It will be no surprise  inaugurated the India-FranceIn-  that has issued 500 million digi-
head break into a cold sweat. OF BOTH modative to India than its fel-  if France overtakes Russia in  novation Forum in Mumbaion  tal health IDs.”
This isn’t a minor staffing BYT E S COUNTRIES low-member countries in NATO.  near future if one takes into 17 February, calling it a reflec- The sheer size of coverage of

glitch. It’s structural. = VR e

Now enter lateral entry. Dlllp Cherlan

This reform was supposed A
to disrupt the cosy generalist club. Since its launch in 2018, just 63
appointments have been made across ministries. Seven years, 63 peo-
ple. That’s not disruption; that’s a rounding error. Which raises a
fair question: was lateral entry meant to fix a talent deficit or merely
signal reform?

Because if the goal was to infuse domain expertise into policy-
making, the scale simply doesn’t match the rhetoric. If the goal was
to compensate for a shrinking intake through the UPSC pipeline, it
clearly hasn’t.

Meanwhile, governance doesn’t pause for recruitment bottlenecks.
Trade negotiations, climate diplomacy, cyber security, and financial
regulation don’t wait for files to be filled. An understaffed babudom
doesn’t just stretch officers thin; it stretches institutional capacity.

The larger worry isn’t vacancies per se. Governments can and do

_recalibrate cadre strength. The concern is drift, a gap between ambi-
tion and execution.

A small circular, a big signal

Delhi’s babu grapevine has delivered a small but delicious irony.

The Centre has apparently told senior officials to “promptly dispose”
of letters from Members of Parliament. So far, so routine. But here’s
the kicker: they are to do so without leaning on that sacred relic,
known as the pre-printed, copy-paste reply. Yes, that one where the
template begins with “I am directed to refer to your letter...” and ends
with something so non-committal it could run for office!

A fresh note now solemnly reminds officials that elected represen-
tatives “occupy a very important place in our democratic set-up.” One
imagines this line was typed with the straightest of faces. After all,
MPs are not exactly pen pals looking for polite acknowledgements;
they are supposed to represent millions of citizens. Their letters are
not spam. Or at least, not all of them.

What triggered this bureaucratic awakening? No one is saying. But
it doesn’t take Sherlock Holmes to suspect that some MPs may have
grown tired of receiving replies that felt... recyclable. Change the

SPECTRUM INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY

This was because France did not
succumb to American pressure
and refused to completely toe its
line. In 1998, when India carried
out the nuclear test, France was
the only western power that did
not impose economic sanctions
on New Delhi.

France has been the first coun-
try in the world that recognizes
India as an independent power
centre, a credible democracy, of-
fering economic opportunities for
the world. There has been a con-
sensus in French politics that if
European Union has to carve out

account the increasing num-
ber of agreements on the sale
of fighter jets, submarines, and
the joint production of defence
material. To counter China
and consolidate power in Asia,
France is set to co-manufacture
Rafael aircrafts, H-125 helicop-
ters, HAMMER missiles, scor-
pene submarines and the fifth
generation of jet engines.
Notably, France does not sale
any deadly weapons to China
or Pakistan whereas Russia
has been supplying sophisti-
cated weaponry to China, and

tion of the deepening strategic
partnership, shared democratic
values, and expanding collabora-
tion in innovation and technol-
ogy. This will open up scope for
work for scientists, researchers,
traders, and entrepreneurs from
both countries. France and India
are becoming active in the fields
of Al space, and aviation.

The AI World Conference,
currently in progress in India
was initiated jointly by France
and India. Both countries are
working for democratization
of AI which should be used for

any new technical initiative is
unparalleled in India which is
the most populous democratic
country in the world. So, if India
can leverage its demography,
democracy and diversity, then
India’s growth into a world pow-
er is unstoppable. Macron real-
izes it, appreciates and endorses
it. But does Indian leadership
realize its own strength and
seek to preserve and build on it?
The writer is Professor

of Practice, NIIS Group of
Institutions

INFA

Mother tongue language of future

omewhere in the world to-
S day, in a rural hinterland,

on the foothills of a jungle,
or on a mountainous terrain in
a tiny hamlet, an elderly wom-
an is whispering a story to her
grandchild. A mother is singing
alullaby to make her child sleep.
The language they use is one she

ecosystems, and philosophical
concepts that offer alternative
worldviews. Yet, 40% of the glob-
al population still lacks access
to education in a language they
speak or understand. When we
treat amother tongue as a “barri-
er” rather than a foundation, we
tell a child that their ancestors

are the generation taking lan-
guages once whispered in secret
and shouting them across social
media. They are using Al tools
to translate under-resourced di-
alects, building digital archives
for oral histories, and turning
the digital desert into a vibrant
forest of many voices. They

areas wherein, it has succeeded
in retaining hundreds of tribal
children in their online classes
using their mother tongue as
language of instruction.

To the youth of today, we
say: Your voice is the most
sophisticated technology on
Earth. Every time you speak

name, tweak a line, press send. Governance, by template. Bhagirathi Jena  inherited through a legacy that  havenothingto contributetothe = understand that multilingual = your mother tongue, you are
To be fair, standardisation has its uses. It keeps files moving and only the clan to which they be-  modern world. This exclusionis  education is not about choos-  keepinga universe alive. Every
language uniform. But when every response reads as a mildly bored long can truly understand. Itis  the root of systemic unfairness, ing between the global and the  time you teach it to the next
algorithm assembled it, it signals something deeper: disengagement. ACCORDING  afragile, beautiful moment,but  silencing human potential before  local, but about embracingboth.  generation, you are passing on
A mechanical state talking back to a human mandate. TO UNESCO it is also a somber countdown;  primary school even ends. Praiseworthy initiativesare  a gift that transcends borders
The real test, of course, is not whether the templates disappear. Y intwo weeks, that voice may be This is where the theme of  lighting the way. The National = and time. By remaining rooted
It’s whether the replies begin to show signs of thought, specificity, ON AVERAGE, silenced forever. 2026—“Youth Voices on Multi- Education Policy 2020’s advo-  in the language of your blood
accountability, or even a timeline. A LANGUAGE According to UNESCO, every  lingual Education”—becomes cacy for mother tongue-based  while mastering the languages
Share a babu experience! Follow 14 days, alanguage dies. Thisis =~ our most powerful weapon. instruction isalandmark shift.  of the future, you are the living

dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect DIES OUT EVERY the stark reality we confront  Language preservation is not In Odisha, the “Aame Padhiba  bridge between the elderly wom-

OTHER WEEK aswe gather for International  an exercise in nostalgia; itisa  Aama Bhasare” initiative will = an whispering her story and the

WISDOM CORNER

‘ ‘ Creating is one thing; telling the story is one thing. | see
myself more as a storyteller than a story creator.
S S RAJAMOULI

‘ ‘ If you set your goals ridiculously high and it's a failure, you
will fail above everyone else's success.
JAMES CAMERON

‘ ‘ Movie directors, or should | say people who create things,
are very greedy and they can never be satisfied
AKIRA KUROSAWA

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

B 1916: The Battle of Verdun, one of the most devastating engagements of
World War [, began.

M 1925: The American weekly magazine The New Yorker began publication
under Harold W. Ross.

Mother Language Day 2026 un-
der the theme, “Youth Voices on
Multilingual Education.”

This day is not merely a cele-
bration of linguistic diversity; it
is a stand against the systematic
loss of identity.

When a language fades, we
lose entire universes. We lose
indigenous knowledge that could
cure diseases, agricultural prac-
tices perfectly adapted to local

matter of justice and equity. It
requires fostering the political
will to develop strategies that
recognise the rights of all in-
digenous peoples. Fortunately,
a tectonic shift is underway.
Technology is emerging as a
powerful tool for revitalisation,
but the true power lies in the
hands that wield it.

Enter the youth of 2026: the
“Digital Fire-Keepers.” They

bringing education to tribal
children in their own languag-
es, proving that a child learns
best when rooted in their own
culture. Institutions like KISS
(Kalinga Institute of Social Sci-
ences), have championed Moth-
er Tongue-Based Multilingual
Education. Kerala’s "Namath
Basai" similarly demonstrates
the transformative power of
vernacular instruction in tribal

generations yet to come.

You ensure that her story
doesn’t end in two weeks. You
ensure that it echoes for the
next thousand years as a vital,
irreplaceable part of our plan-
et's priceless linguistic heritage.
Your voice is not just an echo
of the past; it is the first word
of the future.

The writer is a Senior Officer
at the Parliament of India.
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TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa Post

are most welcome to contribute letters

(@

(100 words), articles and
columns (between 600-1000
words). Contributors are

Digital husbandry

Sir, At a recent high-level review Indian Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi underscored the rapid deployment of Artificial
Intelligence in animal husbandry and dairy management,
moving from concept to rollout within a month. The initiative
envisions Al-enabled sensors and data platforms to monitor
cattle health, detect early signs of disease, track nutrition lev-
els, and even interpret behavioural changes that signal stress
or discomfort. By translating these indicators into actionable
alerts for farmers and veterinarians, the system will act as a
bridge between animals and humans. The expected outcomes

Vote economics

Sir, The freebie culture of state governments when elections
ate round the corner has come under severe criticism of the
Supreme Court. While a government is fundamentally obliged
to providing essential services to the public, revenue -deficit
states allocating substantial amounts for freebies put strain
on the exchequer. Freebies are announced with no other
purpose other than getting political mileage and securing
votes. Worse, many freebies are announced when election
code of conduct is in effect. Instead of using this money for
infrastructure development, huge amounts are diverted for

requested to send their contact # -
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edit @orissapost.com
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Bhubaneswar-751010

include higher milk yields, reduced mortality, timely medical
intervention, and improved breeding practices. Farmers stand
to benefit from lower costs and better productivity, while vet-
erinary services become more targeted and efficient. Beyond
economics, the initiative reflects a humane approach—Ilever-
aging technology to understand and alleviate animal suffering.
If implemented effectively, it could transform rural livelihoods
while fostering a more compassionate and scientifically man-
aged dairy ecosystem. RS Narula, PATIALA

providing freebies. In some cases freebies are thrust upon
some sections of people who do not need it. In many cases
there is no rationale in providing such freebies. One negative
side of providing freebies is that it makes people over depen-
dent on government. When a government works towards the
wellbeing of people, especially the vulnerable sections, the
government wins the heart of people and secure votes. When
a government performs well, it gets good judgement from
people. Venu GS, KOLLAM

M 1965: Black revolutionary leader Malcolm X was assassinated while
giving a speech in Manhattan. A profound and charismatic leader of the
American civil rights movement, Malcolm disagreed with Martin Luther
King, Jr.'s messages of nonviolence; his ideologies centered on Black power
and the right to self-defense—views that made him many enemies.

W 1972: on this day US President Richard Nixon became the first sitting U.S.
president to visit China. The visit took advantage of the rift that had begun to
form between China and the Soviet Union to strengthen US-China relations.
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DELHI GOVT TO HIGH COURT

Private schools can't collect

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

unregulated fee fr

New Delhi, Feb 20: The Delhi
government told the high court
Friday that private schools
cannot collect fees from April
1 for the new academic session,
unless it is determined and ap-
proved in accordance with the
new fee-regulation law.
Opposing pleas moved by
several schools’ associations
seeking a stay on the govern-
ment mandate to constitute
school-level fee regulation com-
mittees (SLFRCs) for the upcom-
ing academic year, Additional
Solicitor General S V Raju said
the consequences would be ‘di-
sastrous’ and no prejudice would
be caused to the schools at this
stage by forming such a panel.
A bench of Chief Justice
D K Upadhyaya and Justice
Tejas Karia was hearing the
petitions filed by the schools’
associations challenging the
February 1 notification of the
government on setting up the
committees within 10 days.
“My case is that schools
cannot charge anything other
than the approved fee under
the Act [Delhi School Education
(Transparency in Fixation and
Regulation of Fees) Act]. They
cannot collect from April 1 be-

Permanent homes for

lH -
TS
p

cause the Act prohibits it.”
“The Act prohibited for the
earlier year also, but it has
somehow been Kkept in abey-
ance. From April 1, 2026, if they
want to collect fees, which is
unregulated, they cannot do it,”
the senior law officer said on
behalf of the Delhi government.
“Giving a proposal for fees
is allowed (in the Act) prior to
the start of the academic year.
No prejudice will be caused,”
he added. Raju defended the
February 1 notification -- the
Removal of Difficulties Order
-- and said the process to deter-
mine school fees started ‘ear-
lier’ than prescribed so that
the fee is determined before
the new academic session, in
accordance with the new law.
The order, he said, was in the

interest of schools, students and
parents. The court listed the
matter for hearing February 24
and also extended till then the
February-10 deadline set by the
Delhi government for private
schools to form the SLFRCs.

The court asked the senior
counsel appearing for the Ac-
tion Committee Unaided Rec-
ognised Private Schools to ex-
plain why they did not want to
set up the SLFRCs.

Senior advocate Akhil Sibal
said the February 1 notifica-
tion is legally unsustainable
as it changes the timeline pre-
scribed in the Act.

He said under the Act, the
process has to begin in July of
the preceding academic year
and accused the government of
‘rushing’.

Kerala Cabinet clears I'T Policy 2026

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb
20: The Kerala cabinet Friday
approved the state’s Informa-
tion Technology Policy 2026,
setting ambitious targets to
boost jobs, exports and digital
governance as part of its push
to become a major technology
and innovation hub.

The new policy aims to
secure at least a 10 per cent
share of India’s IT exports
and create a minimum of five
lakh new jobs in IT and allied
sectors, an official release said
after Chief Minster Pinarayi Vi-
jayan-chaired cabinet approved
the policy.

According to it, the govern-
ment plans to triple IT infra-
structure space across the state
through private participation
and decentralised growth,
while increasing the number
of startups to 20,000.

A key focus of the policy is
building a knowledge-based
economy driven by intellectu-
al property and advanced tech-
nologies.

Kerala is targeting a 5 to 10
per cent share of the Indian
economy in high-tech areas
such as artificial intelligence,
quantum computing, electron-
ics, genomics, defence and
space technologies.

To support this, centres of
excellence will be set up in
emerging technology domains,
along with large-scale skill de-
velopment programmes, the
release said.

The policy also places strong
emphasis on digital inclusion
and connectivity.

The government has pledged
to ensure 100 per cent inter-
net access to all households
through fibre-optic connectiv-
ity.Digital education will be
strengthened by introducing
new ICT textbooks for Classes 1
to 10, aligned with next-genera-
tion technologies, while around
25 lakh students are to receive
specialised training over the
next five years.

In governance, the policy
proposes a major shift towards
data-driven administration.

More e-governance applica-
tions will move to cloud-based
platforms, and a single user
interface will be developed to
provide easy access to all cit-
izen-centric government ser-
vices.

Predictive and prescriptive
governance services are also

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

planned, along with a responsi-
ble data usage framework and
stronger data privacy protec-
tions. To avoid duplication, the
government intends to end the
practice of departments sepa-
rately collecting and maintain-
ing public data.

Instead, information will
be stored in a single system
and shared with authorised
departments through regulat-
ed APIs. State-controlled data
repositories will be created to
support data-driven solution
companies, and open-source
technologies will be encour-
aged, especially for software
developed using public funds,
the release said.

The policy outlines several
steps to attract investment,
including incentives for da-
ta centres, simplified labour
laws, land pooling for new IT
parks, and the expansion of
plug-and-play workspaces to

landslide survivors

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

a study, a dining area, a kitchen, and

Wayanad (Kerala), Feb 20: Saidalavi,
a tailor by profession, turned visibly
emotional when his name was called in
the draw of lots held for allotting per-
manent houses to victims of the 2024
Chooralmala-Mundakkai landslide,
which claimed at least 226 lives and
displaced hundreds in Wayanad.

The district administration

Friday conducted the draw [\ [a/A:0]1] {355

_at Meppadi to select the first
batch of 178 beneficiaries for
houses constructed under the

Model Township project near Kalpetta.

“I am a tailor and had a textile-mak-
ing unit at Chooralmala, which was de-
stroyed in the landslide. I am happy to
havereceived a house to live in,” Saidala-
vi told PTI. However, he said his concern
is finding a source of income for his fam-
ily. “Ilost my shop, and the government
should do something to help me restart

my livelihood,” he said.

“I'had a two-storey shop, and rebuild-
ing something similar is not possible
at present. Once we receive the house,
the monthly government assistance
is likely to stop,” he added. “I only re-
quest assistance to start a shop again
or compensation for the shop I lost,”
he added. The keys to the 178 beneficia-
ries selected through the draw will be
handed over at a function February 25.

A total of 410 houses have been con-
structed on seven cents of land each
under the Model Township project,
developed on land that was earlier part

of the Elston Estate in Kalpetta.

Each house, spanning 1,000 square
feet, has two bedrooms, a living room,

Microsoft plans to skill
20L teachers in Al: Smith

Al TRAINING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

SHRI schools here.

“As Al becomes part of
everyday learning, we want
to ensure it strengthens
education, preserves hu-
man judgment, and earns
the trust of educators and
learners. By taking Al at
this scale across India,
we want it to open new
opportunities and deliver
meaningful outcomes for
teachers and students,”
Smith said. According to
the Delhi government, CM
SHRI Schools are designed
as comprehensive insti- 8.
tutions aligned with the
vision of a developed India
by 2047, focusing on knowl-
edge, skills and values.

New Delhi, Feb 20: Tech
giant Microsoft Friday
launched ‘Elevate for
Educators in India’, an
initiative designed to
skill 20 lakh teachers in
Artificial Intelligence
(AI) and reach 2 lakh
schools and educational
institutions by 2030, top
officials said.

Microsoft Vice Chair
and President Brad
Smith launched the ini-
tiative during his visit
to a CM SHRI school in
the national capital. In-
dia is the first country in
Asia to launch the pro-
gramme, which is set to

be scaled across all 75 CM

a storage space.

The township also includes a health
centre, an anganwadi, a common mar-
ketplace, and a community centre.

Wayanad District Collector Dr
Meghasree described the development
as a ‘major milestone’ for the district
administration.

“The keys to the first batch of ben-
eficiaries will be handed
over by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on the
evening of February 25.
The district administra-
tion has taken considerable effort to
achieve this, and the government’s
timely directions helped us reach this
milestone,” she said.

The draw was held in the presence
of Minister for Welfare of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Backward
Classes O R Kelu, at the MSA Audito-
rium in Meppadi. Suryalatha, another
beneficiary who lost her house in the
landslide, said her long wait had ended.

“We have been waiting for this mo-
ment for several years. We are very
happy to receive a house,” she said.

However, some residents expressed
concern that they had been left out de-
spite suffering heavy losses in the 2024
disaster. As many as 46 residents of Pa-
davettikunnu in Chooralmala alleged
they were excluded from the rehabil-
itation scheme for landslide victims.

“Our names were not included in
the welfare scheme, and we did not get
houses. The authorities say that we will
also be considered, but nothing has hap-
pened in the last one-and-a-half years,”
said Amaravathi, one of the residents.

FOR HOPE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb
20: Marking a milestone in
Kerala’s inland waterways
development, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan will inaugu-
rate the first phase of 280-km
AKkkulam-Chettuva Water
Way at Chilakoor Beach Park
in Varkala February 26.

The Water Way, spanning
across different districts, is a
major component of the state
government’s flagship West
Coast Canal Renovation proj-
ect, which is set to accelerate
Kerala’s sustainable and inclu-
sive development by unlock-
ing immense opportunities

in multiple verticals including
logistics and tourism, an offi-
cial release said here Friday.V
Joy, ML, will preside over the
function scheduled at 4.30pm,
where Minister for Electricity
K Krishnankutty will be the
chief guest.The CM will also
inaugurate on the occasion the
Chilakoor Tourism Project, and
a string of other development
initiatives completed by the
Inland Navigation department
as part of the West Coast Canal
Renovation project.

The West Coast Canal
Renovation Project is be-
ing implemented by Kerala
Waterways Infrastructure
Limited (KWIL).

Kochi, Feb 20: An artery
forceps was found inside
the abdomen of a Punnapra
native, five years after she
underwent surgery at Alap-
puzha Medical College in
Vandanam, relatives said
Friday. Usha Joseph was
shifted to a private hospital
in Kochi Friday to undergo
a procedure to remove the
surgical instrument.
According to relatives,
Joseph underwent surgery
for the removal of a uter-
ine fibroid at the medical
college on May 2021.

5 YRS AFTER
PROCEDURE

However, after the sur-
gery, she had been suffering
from recurring abdominal
pain, her son Shibin told
reporters. Though she ap-
proached doctors at the same
hospital multiple times, the
cause of the pain was not
identified, he alleged.

Recently, Joseph consult-
ed a doctor, suspecting that
the pain was due to a kidney
stone, who advised an X-ray
examination, he said.

Shibin said the X-ray re-

new urban locations.

Global Capability Centres
are expected to be encouraged,
while startups will benefit
from co-working spaces, angel
networks and micro venture
capital translation centres.

To ensure resilience, a Crit-
ical Infrastructure Fund will
be set up to support the smooth
functioning of IT parks during
natural disasters or public
health emergencies.

Inclusivity has also been
highlighted, with measures to
promote participation of wom-
en, persons with disabilities
and transgender persons in the
IT and high-tech workforce, the
release said.

As part of the long-term
vision, the government will
launch special technology
missions, including the Kera-
la Electronics and Semiconduc-
tor Mission, Kerala AI Mission
and Kerala Future Tech Mis-
sion, aimed at building world-
class capabilities in critical
sectors.

A Digital Transformation
Mission will also be formed to
provide shared digital tools,
analytics platforms, subsidised
cloud space and GPU access to
businesses, the release said.

The government said the
policy was prepared after de-
tailed consultations, including
the formation of a committee
and seeking public feedback
on the draft, and is designed to
rapidly transform Kerala into
a future-ready digital economy
and a leading innovation hub.

Vijayan to inaugurate 280-km Phase1 Surgical forceps found in woman'’s abdomen
Akkulam-Chettuva Waterway Feb 26

portedly showed an artery
forceps, after which doc-
tors at the medical college
offered to remove it next
week. “However, we do not
want any further issues and
moved to a private hospital.
The doctors here will scan
and locate the exact posi-
tion and will perform the
surgery soon,” Shibin said.

He said the family wants
the instrument to be re-
moved from his mother's
body at the earliest and
alleged that doctors at the
medical college had said
no compensation would be
paid for the error.

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

e-Tender Notice No. 4620-GRC-CE-C-
$0-06-2026. For & on behalf of President
of India, Chief Engineer (CON)/S/Garden
Reach invites e-tender for the following
work : Following tender has been
uploaded on website www.ireps.gov.in
The tender will be closed at 12.00 hrs.
on due date. Brief Description of Works
: Balance work for Dumetra-Rourkela
steel Plant Connectivity-Execution of
Earthwork in formation, Construction of
Minor Bridges, Drains works, P. Way
linking works, Supply of P.Way fittings,
Transportation of P.Way Materials, Supply
of Ballast, Construction Goomties,
approach road and other allied works.
Approx. Cost : T 54.76 Crore, Bid
Security : ¥ 28,88,200/-. Completion
Period : 12 months. Closing Date :
18.03.2026. Interested tenderers may
visit website www.ireps.gov.in for full
details/ description/specification of the
tenders and submit their bids online. In
no case manual tenders for these items
will be accepted. NB : “Prospective
Bidders may regularly visit www.ireps.
gov.in to participate in all other tenders.”

(PR-1215) |

EAST COAST

(1) Tender Notice No. SRDCM-KUR-
TC-TR-KUR-01-26, Dt : 13.02.2026
Lo S [e] i@ CONTRACT
FOR PROVISION OF CATERING
FACILITIES INCLUDING SUBSIDIZED
MEALS AT TTE REST ROOM AT
KHURDA ROAD RAILWAY STATION OF
EAST COAST RAILWAY FOR A PERIOD

OF 180 DAYS.

CHCCTIREITENN < 19,63,656/-, EMD :
¥39,300/-, Tender Document Cost :
% 2,360/-, Completion Period : 180 Days.

LAY

(2) Tender Notice No. SRDCM-KUR-

TC-TR-PURI-01-26, Dt : 13.02.2026
FOR PROVISION OF SUBSIDIZED
MEALS (IN PACKED FORM) AT TTE
REST ROOM AT PURI RAILWAY
STATION OF EAST COAST RAILWAY
FOR A PERIOD OF 180 DAYS ON
OUTCOME BASIS.
LCUECTRE T 7,86,780/-, EMD :
¥15,800/-, Tender Document Cost :
% 2,360/-, Completion Period : 180 Days.

Last date for submission of Bids :

09.03.2026 till 1500 hrs. (for both the
Tenders), (o] NI K §:1:E3H 09.03.2026

after 1530 hrs. (for both the Tenders).

Complete information including e-tender
documents of the above e-tender is
available in website : www.ireps.gov.in

2~/ INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY PATNA

Sr. Divisional C cial M s

PR-1149/Q/25-26] Khurda Road

TENDER BULLETIN
NATIONAL TESTING AGENCY

(An autonomous organization under the Department of Higher Education,
Ministry of Education, Government of India), First Floor, NSIC-MDBP
Building, Okhla Industrial Area, New Delhi 110020, Phone:011 69095250,
Website www.nta.ac.in, mail: procurement@nta.ac.in.

Two Bid System (Tech & Fin) Tenders are invited online on behalf of NTA
from the eligible and experienced Agencies/ PSUs/firms for the following
various activities in connection with the forthcoming NEET (UG) 2026 Exam.

Sr. Name of |Estimated| C2™®St || ast Date of
No.|  Tenderfo. Work |Cost(Rs.)| _MONeY | bmission
: 7| (EMD) (Rs.)
th
1 | GeM2026/B/7238608 |  CCTV | RS:23.00 jgg og oy | €7 March
Surveillance | Crores 2026
Frisking & N
2 |GeM2026/B/7240881| Crowd | R700 | Re7iakn | 7 March
Crores 2026
Control
Biometric N
3 | GeM/2026/B/7238683 | (Aadhaar | RS1S |Rsi5Lakn| [ March
based) Crores 2026

cbc 21354/12/0009/2526

Tender Form available at www.gem.gov.in & link available on NTA's website
www.nta.ac.in Submission through e-Tendering on GeM portal only.

Sd/ D

irector (Procurement)

Recruitment Notice

cbc 21366/12/0002/2526

IIT Patna invites application from Indian citizen in prescribed format for the
temporary posts of Contractual/Part-Time Sports Coaches at Sports Unit
of IIT Patna. The application with copies of all certificates/testimonials etc.
should reach “The Sports Officer, Gymkhana Building, [IT Patna, Bihta,
Patna - 801106 “on or before 5" March 2026 by 5.00 P.M.
For application form and detailed advertisement please visit website www.
iitp.ac.in under Notice Board section.
Adyv :- lITP/SPORTS/2025-26/31

Registrar

(@ IDBI BANK|

CIN: L65190MH2004G01148838

(D] WY\ \\[’¢ Revional Office: 1st Floor, IDBI House, Janpath, Unit-9,
Bhubaneswar-751022

E - AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY Appendix IV-A (See proviso to Rule 8 (6)& Rule 9(1))
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) and Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/
charged to the Secured Creditor, the physicalpossession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of IDBI BANK LTD. ,Secured Creditor, will be sold on
"AS IS WHERE IS", "AS IS WHAT IS", AND "WHATEVER THERE IS" AND WITHOUT RECOURSE basis on 23.03.2026, for recovery of due to the Secured
Creditor from - A Hamd Fish, Prop.: Rojeda Khatun (Mortgagor). The reserve price and earnest deposit will be as under

SE,

GOVERNMENT OF ORISSA

s

Lt. No.472/ Dev / 2026

with the State Govt. and bidders of

. Name of the Work

. Number of Work

. Estimated cost

. Period of Completion

. Date and Time of availability of
Bid Document in the Portal

. Last date and time for receipt of
Bid in the Portal

OB WN =

(o]

Name and Address of the Officer :
inviting Bid

www.tendersorissa.gov.in

OIPR-13001/13203/1/25-26/0005

5 OFFICE OF THE NOTIFIED AREA COUNCIL, KODALA

Odisha, Pin - 761032, e-Mail : nackodala@gmail.com

e-NOTICE

BID IDENTIFICATION NO. KOD-NAC-18/2025-26
No.13001/331/2526 : The Executive Officer, NAC, Kodala, On behalf of
Governor QOdisha invites for consultancy or bidders of eligible class registered

central Govt/MES/Railways according to norm of e-procurement system in
online mode for the work as per DTCN.

: From 10.00 A.M. of Dt. 20.02.2026 to
: 05.00 P.M. of Dt. 06.03.2026

7. The bid received online shall be opened on 11.00 A.M. of dtd. 07.03.2026

Further details can be seen from the Procurement Portal :

Dated : 19.02.2026

equivalent grade/class registered with

05.00 P.M. of Dt. 06.03.2026

Executive Officer, NAC, Kodala

Sd./- Executive Officer
Kodala NAC

SI.| Name & Address of the Borrower(s)/ Brief Description of property / Physical Resenll)e /Pégge Loan

No. Guarantor(s)/Mortgagor(s) Possession Type Possession date Incremenlt Outstanding

1. |Borrower: A Hamd Fish, Prop.: Rojeda | All that piece and parcel of immovable| 04.04.2025
Khatun (Mortgagor) / Guarantor:| property admeasuring Area: Ac.0.80 Dec., comprising of Plot| ¥21,52,000/- | 311,49,306.75
Zulfeqquar Ali Saqueb, Both are|No.: 1062, Khata No.: 336/367, Plot No.: 1049, 1063, Khata / Includi
Address-1: Kaji Sahi, Nanga Mahalla, | No.: 537/165, situated at Mouza: Baliorada, P.S.: Bhadrak| 5 14 900y (Including
Near Masjid, Bhadrak Town, Bhadrak, | Puruna Bazar, Bhadrak-756001, State: Odisha, Bounded by| *<*'2»<°%" | Expenses)
Odisha, PIN-756100, Address-2: Khata | East: Road, West: Plot No.: 1061, North: Plot No.: 1049, 1062, / ason
No-324, Plot No-1060, Quazisahi,|South: 1063, 1064 together with all and singular the structures %10,000/- 20.02.2026
Baliorada, Purunabazar, Nanga Mohalla, | and erections thereon, both present and future. Assets owned R
Bhadrak, Odisha, PIN-756100 & Mortgaged by Rojeda Khatun / Physical

19.03.2026 (11.00 A.M to 1.00 P.V)

ission of Bid along with EMD

20.03.2026 (Till 4.00 P.M)

. Givil Work Important date

: 04 Nos. 2. |Date of Inspection

'25 per g$gm 3. |Last Date of Subm

S asper 4, |Date and Time of e-auction

23.03.2026 (11.00 A.M to 12 Noon with unlimited extension of 5 min).

5. For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in www.baanknet.com and IDBI Bank's website i.e. www.idbi.com/www.idbibank.com
For any clarification, the interested parties may contact, Shri Lalit Kumar Patra, AGM, Branch Head (M) 8763400140, E-mail: lalit.patra@idbi.co.in, Shri Shukdeb
Pal, AGM, Retail recovery (M) 9073303101, E-mail: shukdeb.pal@idbi.co.in or Smt. Suchismita Dutta, Manager, Retail recovery (M) 9830508961, E-mail:
suchismita.nandy @idbi.co.in. For e-auction support, you may contact PSB Alliance Pvt Ltd., Mob No.: 8291 20220/E-mail: support.baanknet@psballiance.com.
This is 30 days' Notice under Rule 8(6) of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 to the
Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s)/Mortgagor(s) of the Loan.

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in www.idbibank.inSecured Creditor's website

Place: Bhuabaneswar, Date : 20.02.2026

Sd/- Authorised Officer, IDBI Bank Ltd.
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Cleaning Ya-
muna was
a legacy

problem. When
we took over,
it was evident b
that the previous Z
government did not pay much
attention to river. We started
revamping the existing infra-
structure, including the planned
construction of 12 new STPs

REKHA GUPTA I CHIEF MINISTER, DELHI

Democra-
cy is truly
strength-

ened when | :
boththe ruling ) L=

and opposition

parties work in r
tandem and always keep in
mind the letter and spirit of our
Constitution

ASHIM KUMAR GHOSH | GOVERNOR, HARYANA

1|

nl

LA

When there
‘ is no correct

data, we
could not pre-
pare an effective
action plan or
future strate- \ i
gy. Earlier, our approach was
problem-to-solution. Now we
are working towards universal
and long-term solutions based
on data
YOGI ADITYANATH |
CHIEF MINISTER, UTTAR PRADESH

SHORT TAKES

I Delhi HC grants
bail to Thar driver

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court has granted bail to the
driver of a speeding Thar
who allegedly mowed down
two persons in Chanakyapuri
in August last year. Justice
Manoj Jain directed that
Ashish Bachchas be released
on bail considering his young
age, absence of previous
antecedents and “overall
facts of the case”. The car

of the 26-year-old accused
allegedly ran down two
persons around 6.30 am
August 10, last year near
Gate Number 3 of Talkatora
Stadium.

@ Shah launches
part 2 of VVP

Nathanpur (Assam): Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
Friday launched the second
phase of the Vibrant Village
Programme (VVP) from
Assam and inspected

a stretch of the Indo-
Bangladesh border. During
the first of his two-day visit
to the poll-bound state, he
also accused the Congress
of allowing infiltration and
not initiating development
during its rule. Shah launched
the second phase of the VVP
across the country from here
in Assam’s Cachar district,
and asserted that the project
would help stop migration
from border areas and
prevent infiltration.

I SCrejects plea to
bar Babur names

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court Friday refused to
entertain a plea seeking

a direction to restrain the
construction, establishment
or naming of any mosque
or religious structure in the
name of Mughal emperor
Babur or Babri Masjid. After
a bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
showed its disinclination

in entertaining the plea,

the counsel appearing for
the petitioner withdrew it.
“Dismissed as withdrawn,”
the bench said.

I Activist arrested over
fake KAS defamation

Bangalore: Social activist
Snehamayi Krishna was
arrested for allegedly
creating fake documents
and uploading a fabricated
audio clip on social media to
defame a senior KAS officer,
police said Friday. Krishna, a
resident of Mysuru, was taken
into custody by the Central
Crime Branch, they said.

bl

If money continues
to be distributed
unchecked, how
will democracy sur-
vive? This amounts
to the murder of
democracy

ASHOK GEHLOT | FORMER CHIEF
MINISTER, RAJASTHAN

TVK FIRM ON NO
ALLIANCE WITH BJP

Actor-politician Vijay-led
TVK on Friday asserted that
the party would not forge
an alliance with the BJP,
despite what it described
as mounting pressure from

the saffron party

NH toll plazas may go cashless from April |

NHAI proposes only
FASTag, UPI payments

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: Highways
authority NHAI is considering
discontinuing cash payments
at highway toll plazas from
April 1, requiring commuters
to use only digital modes such
as FASTag or UPI for toll pay-
ments.

Post implementation, all toll
payments at National Highway
fee plazas will be processed
exclusively through digital
modes, using FASTag or Uni-
fied Payments Interface (UPI),
the National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAI) said.

The authority said it is con-
templating completely discon-

tinuing cash transactions at the
National Highway fee plazas
across the country from April
1, 2026, in order to develop a
fully digital National Highway
tolling ecosystem.

The proposed measure is
aimed at consolidating the
gains achieved in Electronic
Toll Collection and strengthen-
ing the efficiency & reliability
of National Highway fee plaza
operations, it said.

The transition will help to
enhance ‘Ease of Commuting’
for National Highway users by
improving lane throughput,
reducing congestion at fee pla-
zas and bringing greater consis-
tency and transparency in toll
transactions.

In the past few years, over 98
per cent penetration of FASTag
has significantly transformed

toll collection practices in the
country. At present, an over-
whelming proportion of toll
transactions are processed
electronically through RFID-en-
abled FASTag affixed to vehi-
cles, facilitating seamless and
contactless movement across
toll plazas. In addition, UPI
payment facilities have been
operationalized at the Nation-
al Highway toll plazas, ensur-

India Al Summit draws
$250bn infra commitments

70 nations back Delhi declaration, more expected

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: India’s AI
Impact Summit has secured in-
vestment commitments of over
$250 billion in infrastructure
and already garnered support
from 70 countries for the pro-
posed Delhi Declaration, Union
IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said Friday, calling the event a
“grand success.”

Vaishnaw said the summit
saw participation from over 5
lakh visitors, reflecting strong
domestic and global engage-
ment with India’s Al push.

He added that the number
of countries signing the Delhi
Declaration is expected to cross
80 by the time the summit con-
cludes Saturday. While the
Minister did not provide details
of the Summit, slated to be un-
veiled Saturday, sources said
the US is also on board.

Vaishnaw said the summit
saw strong global backing, with
70 countries already signing on
to the proposed Delhi Declara-
tion. The number of signatories
is expected to cross 80 by the
time the event concludes on
Saturday, he added.

“There is a huge consensus
on the declaration, we just want

US leads Al brain race;

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: The Unit-
ed States has bagged the first
rank followed by China and
Singapore while India has
been ranked at the sixth spot,
according to Global Al Brain
Race Report 2026.

The study, published by es-
sayhumaniser.io, evaluates
over 100 countries using a
weighted framework combin-
ing artificial intelligence (AI)
R&D, economic integration, in-
frastructure, talent readiness,
governance, responsible AlI,
public opinion and academic
strength.

The United States ranks first
with a final score of 82 out of

to maximise the numbers, giv-
en the size of the Summit that
has happened,” he said.

The minister said full details
of the Delhi Declaration would
be shared transparently after
the summit ends.

He also criticised the oppo-
sition, saying whatever little
effort was made by the Con-
gress to disrupt the summit
was rejected by India’s youth,
asserting that the event had
overwhelming public support.

The India AI Impact Summit
brought together global policy-
makers, industry leaders and
technology experts, positioning
India as a key player in shaping
international Al governance and
infrastructure development.

“More than five lakh visitors
participated in the exhibition,

India at 6th spot: Report

100, leading in AI R&D (19.15
out of 27.78), economic integra-
tion (22.22 out of 22.22) and in-
frastructure (16.21 out of 16.67).

China ranks second with a
final score of 59 out of 100, sup-
ported by the world’s largest Al
education base with 107 top Al
universities and strong R&D
(17.22 out of 27.78).

Singapore ranks third with
a score of 37 out of 100, despite
having only two AI universi-
ties, due to exceptional aca-
demic quality with an average
subject score of 90.50 and a glob-
al score of 82.00, combined with
strong talent readiness (9.31 out
of 16.67).

At the fourth and fifth spots
are South Korea and the UK.

learnt a lot, and interacted with
many experts from around the
world. We had practically every
major Al player in the world
participating in large num-
bers. We had so many start-
ups getting the opportunity to
showcase their work. Overall
the quality of discussion was
phenomenal,” he said.

Be it the ministerial dialog, the
leaders plenary, the main inau-
guration function, or the Summit
overall, the quality of participa-
tion and dialog was phenomenal,
vaishnaw pointed out.

“Everybody felt happy that
we have brought the discussion
about responsible and ethical
Al to the forefront,” he said.

The investment pledged has
crossed $250 billion for infra-re-
lated investments and about $20
billion for the VC/deep tech
investments, which have been
committed by investors, Vaish-
naw said noting that the num-
bers are important, but what is
important also is the world has
confidence in India’s role in the
new Al age.

The last action summit had
60 signatories in the final dec-
laration, the India AI Impact
Summit has already surpassed
the 70 milestone.

Tension prevails in MP town after communal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jabalpur, Feb 20: Tension
gripped Sihora town in Madhya
Pradesh’s Jabalpur district af-
ter a clash between Hindu and
Muslim groups led to stone-pelt-
ing and vandalism, prompting
police to lob teargas shells, of-
ficials said Friday. They said 49
people had been arrested so far
and efforts are on to nab others
involved in the unrest.

The violence erupted around
10 PM Thursday near Azad
Chowk, an area where a Durga
temple and a mosque are locat-
ed in close proximity.

While officials stated the
situation is now under control
and no injuries were reported, a

|
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ing availability of instant and
accessible digital payment
options for National Highway
commuters nationwide.

As per National Highway
fee rules, vehicles entering a
fee plaza without a valid, func-
tional FASTag are charged
twice the applicable user fee,
if the fee payment is made in
cash. Whereas National High-
way users who opt to pay via

UPI are charged only 1.25 times
of the user fee for the applicable
vehicle category.

These initiatives have collec-
tively advanced the objective of
reducing dependency on cash
transactions and digitizing the
tolling framework.

Plaza-level assessments indi-
cate that cash-based payments
contribute to congestion, in-
creased waiting times during
peak traffic periods and trans-
action-related disputes.

A complete transition to
digital only mode of payment
will strengthen operational ef-
ficiency, improve traffic man-
agement, minimise delays and
enhance overall National High-
way user experience at over
1,150 fee plazas on various Na-
tional Highways and Express-
ways in the country.

IYC workers held;

Cong-BJP face off

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: A group
of Indian Youth Congress
workers Friday staged a dra-
matic ‘shirtless protest’ at an
Al Impact Summit exhibition
hall, walking around holding
t-shirts with slogans against the
government and the India-US
trade deal printed on them, trig-
gering a strong reaction from
the ruling BJP, and the police
to arrest four of them.

The scene unfolded around
noon inside Exhibition Hall No
5 at the Bharat Mandapam, as
protesters repeatedly raised the
slogan, “PM is compromised”.

Wearing or holding match-
ing white t-shirts with images
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and US President Donald
Trump printed on them, along
with slogans such as “India-US
Trade Deal”, “Epstein Files”
and “PM is compromised”,
the IYC workers, numbering
at least 10, walked in the hall-
way, sending it into a state of
commotion.

The protest, which lasted a
few minutes before the group
was bundled out of the hall,
caught the guests and other
visitors by surprise, many of
whom watched on in disbelief,
given the significance of the Al
Summit that India is hosting.

Following the incident, the

M.P.POLICE

heavy police presence remains
on the ground, and most local
shops remained closed Friday.

Hindu organisations alleged
that some miscreants broke the
iron gate of the temple while an
‘aarti’ was being performed and
also hurled stones while local
Muslim residents said the clash

Delhi Police arrested four IYC
workers in connection with the
protest at the Summit venue,
with a senior officer saying that
the police are probing a wider
conspiracy angle in the case.

Earlier, around 10 people
were detained after the protest.

The BJP slammed the Con-
gress for the protest, alleging
that a “ruckus” was created at
the venue to sabotage India’s
global image at the behest
of former party chief Rahul
Gandhi.

Congress leader Pawan
Khera, in a video posted on
X, said the IYC “removed the
posters” and made the country
notice the “cracks in the walls.”

BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra said, “For the Congress, I
have just three words -- topless,
brainless and shameless.”

Talking to PTI Videos,
Union minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan termed the protest
an “act of sedition” and said
the protesters exposed the “Al
or against-India” face of the
Congress. In a statement, IYC
national president Uday Bhanu
Chib said, “Peaceful protest is
our right in a democracy, and
we will continue to raise the
voice of the youth.”

He asserted that the organi-
sation was not against the Al
Summit but against “any com-
promise with India’s interests.”

erupted when the special Ramzan
prayer and temple aarti were tak-
ing place simultaneously.
Superintendent of Police
Sampat Upadhyay said that af-
ter initial attempts to use “mild
force” failed to disperse the
crowd, police had to resort to
firing eight to ten teargas shells

Fresh tension
In Karnataka’s
Bagalkote

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bagalkote (Karnataka), Feb
20: A tense situation prevailed
in Bagalkote Friday as several
people took to the streets and
allegedly hurled stones at meat
shops despite prohibitory or-
ders being in place, prompting
police to resort to a mild lathi-
charge, police sources said.

Superintendent of Police
Siddharth Goyal said the pro-
cession had begun from the old
town at about 3.30 pm and was
nearing completion when the
stone-pelting incident occurred
around 9:30 pm Thursday near
amosque at Kila Oni in Nava-
nagar area.

“There was a shoe rack in
mosque and two stones were
kept beneath it to support it.
One of those stones was used
and it fell on our police person-
nel. No one sustained serious
injuries,” he said.

According to the senior offi-
cial, Tanzeer has been named
as the prime accused.

“In the video footage, he is
clearly seen pelting two stones.
I am making it very clear that
only one person pelted stones.
No sticks or weapons were
used,” Goyal said.

Seven others were arrested
for allegedly obstructing po-
lice personnel while they were
discharging their duty.

The police have registered
an FIR on its own under rele-
vant provisions of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), in-
cluding sections for unlawful
assembly, rioting, attempt to
murder, assault or criminal
force to deter a public servant
from discharge of duty, and for
intentional insult with intent to
provoke breach of peace.

“We have arrested eight people
including Tanzeer,” the SP said.
“After this incident, the proces-
sion continued very peacefully.
Leaders from both communities
cooperated with us. As a preven-
tive measure, we have clamped
prohibitory orders. The situation
is under control,” he added. The
accused were identified based on
video evidence and strict action
has been initiated.

Adequate security arrange-
ments have been made and the
situation remains under con-
trol, he added.

Prohibitory orders under
Section 163 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita have been im-
posed in parts of Bagalkote
from midnight of February 19
to midnight of February 24.

clash: 49 held

to disperse the unruly mob.
“We are currently not allow-
ing people to roam in the affect-
ed area unnecessarily and are
using drones to monitor the
situation,” Upadhyay said.
Additional SP Suryakant
Sharma confirmed that 49 peo-
ple have been arrested so far,
with more suspects expected to
be identified within 24 hours.
District Collector Raghav-
endra Singh denied reports
that stones were hurled at the
temple, as claimed by some
Hindu activists and told PTI
that “stone-pelting occurred
between two groups, leading
to the violence, and the situa-
tion is currently under control.
Curfew will not be imposed.”

Wedding called off in UP after clash over bride’s pet dog; 5 hurt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kanpur, Feb 20: A wedding
ceremony in Uttar Pradesh’s
Fatehpur district was called off
after a dispute over the bride’s
pet dog spiralled into a violent
clash between the two families,
leaving at least five people in-
jured, police said Friday.

The incident occurred early
Thursday at a guest house in
the Khaga area, where Sumit
Kesarwani, 25, a local jeweller,
was to marry Tanu Kesarwani,
19, from Prayagraj.

The couple had been in a re-
lationship for nearly two years
and were entering into a love
marriage with the consent of

their families, police said.
Trouble began while wed-
ding rituals were underway.
The bride’s pet dog, which had
been brought along by her fam-
ily and tied some distance from
the venue, started barking.
Members of the groom’s
side allegedly tried to silence
the animal, and one of them
is accused of beating it. This
triggered a heated argument
that quickly escalated into a
physical altercation.
Eyewitnesses said chairs
and sticks were used during
the scuffle.
Three members of the
bride’s family -- Rishabh
Kesarwani, Shubham Gupta

and Sangeeta Devi --
suffered head injuries, while
another person sustained a
fractured hand. Some mem-

allegedly

bers of the groom’s side also

received minor injuries.
Police reached the spot after

being alerted and took both par-

ties to the Khaga police station.
The injured were treated at a
community health centre.

Police attempted to mediate
between the families Thurs-
day morning, but the bride
refused to go ahead with the
marriage. The two sides later
agreed to call off the wedding
and return the gifts and valu-
ables exchanged during the
preparations, Station House
Officer (Khaga) RK Patel told
reporters.

“The matter was settled ami-
cably. No formal complaint has
been filed so far. Action will be
taken if a written complaint is
received,” the SHO said.

Members of the bride’s fam-

ily alleged that the groom had
concealed information about a
prior marriage, an accusation
he denied. They also claimed
some members of the groom’s
party were under the influence
of alcohol, which aggravated
the situation.

An official, requesting an-
onymity, said the couple had
earlier solemnised their mar-
riage at an Arya Samaj temple
in Kanpur and had initiated
court marriage registration
proceedings.

The formal ceremony sched-
uled for February 18 was meant
to be a social celebration, but
ended abruptly following the
clash, he added.
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The situation in Bihar is

CM appears unconscious
and unconcerned about

using him like a puppet

extremely unfortunate. Our

ground realities. The BJP is

TEJASHWI YADAV | LEADER OF OPPOSITION, BIHAR

OVER 41,900 FOREST RIGHTS
CLAIMS IN J&K UNDER FRA

A total of 41,944 claims have been received
across Jammu and Kashmir under the
Forest Rights Act, with 28,925 individual
forest rights claims and 13,019 community
forest rights claims, the Union Territory
government informed the Assembly Friday

India joins US-led ‘Pax Silica’ alliance

US Under Secretary for Economic Affairs Jacob Helberg, welcoming India to the coalition, flagged challenges arising out
of ‘massively over-concentrated’ supply chains for critical minerals and threats of economic coercion and blackmail’
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In this

‘ election, it
is very clear

that the AIAD-

MK-BJP alliance x

will be rejected by

the people. They

will come in third place. (Actually)

we are talking about two parties

that are not even in the race

MANICKAM TAGORE I CONGRESS MP

Arunachal's ¢
geographi-
cal location

reinforces national
security while
serving as a gate-
way to Southeast
Asia. Rich in hydropower potential,
forests and biodiversity, the

state is poised to become a

hub of energy self-reliance

and sustainable growth

KT PARNAIK I GOVERNOR, ARUNACHAL PRADESH

From an open
space toa
world-class

gateway in just
a few years. This
transformation
reflects a clear
vision for a more connected and
confident Assam

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA I CHIEF MINISTER, ASSAM

POST
OF THE DAY

We need to

~ recalibrate the

. meaning of hate.
Hate is
subconsciously
wishing ill on
someone.

Never wish ill on anyone because
of their skin color, religion, social
status, or country of birth.
Twisting someone’s words to
manipulate others is evil.
Wronging society for personal gain
is evil.

@sabeer
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I Manipur journalists
hold protest in Imphal

Imphal: Journalists in Manipur
staged a sit-in here Friday to
protest against the assault
of the senior editor of a local
newspaper by armed men.
During the protest, jointly
organised by All Manipur
Working Journalists Union
(AMWJU) and Editors’ Guild
Manipur (EGM) at Keisampat
Leimajam Leikai, the scribes
raised slogans and held
placards with “we oppose
attack on media persons”
and “stop intimidating media
persons” written on them.
Armed men intercepted the
car of Khoirom Loyalakpa,
the editor of Manipuri daily
Naharolgi Thoudang, near
Hatta Cemetery, around 10 pm
Wednesday, police said.
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¥ 128 fishermen from
Gujarat in Pak jails

Gandhinagar: A total of

128 fishermen from Gujarat
are currently languishing

in Pakistani jails, the state
assembly was informed
Friday. State Fisheries Minister
Jitu Vaghani shared this
information while responding
to a query raised by Aam
Aadmi Party MLA Gopal Italia
during Question Hour of the
ongoing Budget Session.
Vaghani said 128 fishermen
are still behind bars in
Pakistan as January 20.
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I 3 of family held for
‘murdering’ trans

Ballia (UP): Days after a man
died by suicide and the body
of a 65-year-old transgender
was found in the same house
here, police have arrested his
parents and wife on charges
of murdering the latter,
officials said Friday. Circle
Officer (Bairia) Mohammad
Faheem Qureshi said that three
accused, Vijay Kumar Gupta,
his wife Rita Devi, and his
daughter-in-law Mona Kumari,
were arrested Thursday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: India Fri-
day joined the US-led strategic
alliance called ‘Pax Silica’ that
aims to build a resilient supply
chain for critical minerals and
artificial intelligence with both
sides projecting it as an initia-
tive to cut over-dependence on
one country, seen as an oblique
apparent reference to China.

US Under Secretary for Eco-
nomic Affairs Jacob Helberg,
welcoming India to the coali-
tion, flagged challenges arising
out of “massively over-concen-
trated” supply chains for criti-
cal minerals and “threats of eco-
nomic coercion and blackmail”.

Though Helberg didn’t name
any country, it was almost clear
that his remarks were directed
at China’s export controls on
rare earth minerals and relat-
ed products.

China has been controlling
the flow of rare earth minerals
which have a wide range of ap-
plications including in electron-
ics, clean energy, aerospace, au-
tomotive, and defence sectors.

US Ambassador Sergio Gor,
welcoming India to Pax-Sil-
ica, said the country brings
strength to the coalition.

“Policies that will reinforce
US-India tech cooperation will
power Al innovation and adop-
tion for years to come. We can

share trusted Al technology with
the world and especially with
partners like India,” he said.

“And critically, India brings
strength. Peace doesn’t come
from hoping adversaries will
play fair. We all know they
won’t. Peace comes through
strength. India understands
this. India understands strong
borders,” he said.

“India understands this part
of the world. That strength, that
sovereignty is exactly what
Pax-Silica amplifies. Because
here’s the truth, strength mul-
tiplies when it’s connected.”

India signed a pact to formal-
ly join the Pax Silica at a cer-
emony held at the AI Impact
summit. It was attended by

Cong takes dig
at M over UP1

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: A day after
French President Emmanuel
Macron lauded India’s UPI ar-
chitecture, the Congress Friday
said its initial conception hap-
pened under the UPA govern-
ment in 2012-2013 and likened
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to a student in a group project
who doesn’t work, but shows up
to take all the credit.

The Opposition party said
that bereft of the capacity to
come up with groundbreaking
ideas, Modi is happy cutting
ribbons, “blabbering ludicrous
acronyms”, cursing the Con-
gress and “stealing credit”.

Speaking at the India Al
Impact Summit Thursday,
Macron began his address by
lauding India’s journey in the
digital space.

“Ten years ago, a street ven-
dor in Mumbai could not open
a bank account. No address, no
papers, no access. And today,
the same vendor accepts pay-
ments on his phone, instantly.
Instantly, for free, from anyone
in the country,” he said.

“That is not just a tech story,
that is a civilisation story. And
India built something that no

other country in the world has
built, a digital identity for 1.4
billion people. A payment sys-
tem that now processes 20 bil-
lion transactions every month,”
Macron had said.

Modi Thursday emphasised
that the Unified Payments In-
terface (UPI) ensured seamless
online transactions even in dif-
ficult circumstances and played
amajor role in bridging the dig-
ital divide.

In a post on X Friday, Con-
gress’ media and publicity de-
partment head Pawan Khera
said, “We all remember that
one classmate in a group proj-
ect - does no work, but shows
up to take all the credit. That
is Narendra Modi.”

“Look at the UPI architec-
ture in India that was appre-
ciated by Emmanuel Macron
-- the initial conception of UPI
happened in 2012-2013, under a
group led by Nandan Nilekani,
then chairman of Unique Iden-
tification Authority of India,”
Khera said.

A UPA government-appoint-
ed committee recommended a
mobile-based digital payments
infrastructure in December
2013, he pointed out.

“The Immediate Payment Ser-
vice, developed by National Pay-
ments Corporation of India in
2010, laid the technical backbone.
NPCI began designing the core
architecture that would become
UPI in 2013-2014,” Khera said.

“Bereft of the capacity to
think of groundbreaking ideas,
Modi is happy with cutting rib-
bons, blabbering ludicrous ac-
ronyms, cursing Congress and
stealing credit,” the Congress
leader said.

Union Minister for Electronics
and Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Helberg
and Gor.

In his address, Vaishnaw
framed the moment as one
that transcends a ceremonial
signing.

“We are not just holding a
summit; we are building the
future,” he said, emphasising
that new foundations and new
opportunities are being created
for the younger generation.

He underscored India’s grow-
ing semiconductor capabilities,
stating, “Today, India’s talent-
ed engineers are designing
the world’s most advanced
two-nanometer chips. The semi-
conductor industry will require
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around one million new skilled
professionals, and this is a very
big opportunity for India.”

New Delhi’s decision to join
the coalition came amid efforts
by both sides to finalise the
proposed trade deal and move
forward on several other initia-
tives to solidify bilateral ties
after a period of severe strain.

“For too long, we have al-
lowed the foundations of our
economic security to drift. We
find ourselves grappling with
a global supply chain that is
massively over-concentrated,”
Helberg said.

“We watch as our friends and
allies face daily threats of econom-
ic coercion and blackmail, forced
to choose between their sovereign-
ty and their prosperity.”

Helberg said the US and India
are affirming their embrace of a
pro-innovation approach to Al
and forging a supply chain for a
solid foundation for prosperity.

“So today, as we signed the
Pax-Silica declaration, we say
no to weaponised dependency,
and we say no to blackmail. And
together, we say that economic
security is national security.

“But we must be precise
about what that word means.
There are some who use the
words like global governance
and sovereignty in the same
breath, just like Orwell used,”
he said.
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DEFAMATION CAS

Rahul says case filed
out of political malice

UP court fixes March 9 as next date of hearing

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sultanpur (UP), Feb 20: Lead-
er of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi Friday
appeared before an MP-MLA
court in Uttar Pradesh’s Sultan-
pur and recorded his statement
in a 2018 defamation case relat-
ed to his remarks against Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.

Gandhi told the court of Spe-
cial Judge Shubham Verma
that the allegations against
him were made out of political
malice and with an aim of de-
stroying his image and that of
his party, the Congress leader’s
advocate Kashi Prasad Shukla
told PTI.

The court fixed March 9 as
the next date of hearing on
which the Lok Sabha MP from
Raebareli has been asked to
furnish evidence in his defence,
the lawyer said.

Elaborating about the state-
ment given by the Congress
leader in the court, his lawyer
said Gandhi denied all allega-
tions levelled against him.

“The allegations are baseless
and unfounded. I have never
used derogatory words against
anyone, nor have I used such
language with the intention of

People offer prayers on the first Friday of Ramzan at Jama Masjid, in New Delhi, Friday

Cong appoints Vinod Jakhar as NSUI nat’l prez

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Jaipur, Feb 20:
The Congress Friday appoint-
ed Vinod Jakhar as the national
president of its student wing,
the National Students’ Union of
India, with immediate effect, an
official statement said.
According to the statement
issued by the All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC), the
decision to make Jakhar,
currently serving as the
head of the NSUTI’s Rajasthan
unit, as its national presi-

dent was taken by party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge.

The Congress also acknowl-
edged the contributions of the
outgoing NSUI chief, Varun
Choudhary, appreciating his

work and leadership.

Jakar, a Dalit leader who pre-
viously served as the president
of the Rajasthan University
Student Union, takes charge at
a time when student politics is
set to gain momentum with uni-
versity elections approaching,
including the Delhi University
Students’ Union (DUSU) polls.

Jakhar drew attention in
September last year, when he
was arrested and sent to jail on
charges of vandalism at an RSS
‘Shastra Pujan’ event at the Ra-
jasthan University.

Post SIR, voter base shrinks in Gujarat, Lakshdweep, Puducherry

In Gujarat, while the electorate before the SIR stood at 5.08 crore, it shrunk to 4.40 crore -- a net change of 68.12 lakh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: The elec-
torate in Gujarat, Lakshadweep
and Puducherry shrunk by
nearly 69 lakh after the com-
pletion of the special intensive
revision of voters’ list, data
shared by the Election Com-
mission Friday shows.

Gujarat, Lakshadweep and
Puducherry recently published
their respective final electoral
rolls as part of the poll roll
cleanup exercise.

Before SIR was announced
October 27 last year, the com-
bined electorate of Gujarat and

1 the two Union territories stood

at 5.19 crore. After publication
of final rolls, their total voter
base came down to 4.50 crore --a
net change of 68.9 lakh.

In Gujarat, while the elector-
ate before the SIR stood at 5.08
crore, it shrunk to 4.40 crore
--anet change of 68.12 lakh. In

percentage terms, a net change
of 13.40 per cent.

In Lakshadweep. before the
poll roll cleanup exercise, the
voter base stood at 57,813. But
after the publication of the final
electoral rolls, it went down to
57,607 -- a net change of 206 elec-
tors. In percentage terms, a net
change of 0.36 per cent.

In poll-bound Puducherry,
the total number of electors be-
fore SIR commenced was over
10.21 lakh. It shrunk to 9.44 lakh
when the final rolls were pub-
lished -- a net change of 7.57 per
cent in percentage terms.

While the exercise, which
kept the EC in the news, was

completed in Bihar, it is ongo-
ing in 12 states and Union ter-
ritories with nearly 60 crore
electors.

The remaining 40 crore elec-
tors will be covered in these
17 states and five Union terri-
tories.

In Assam, a ‘special revi-
sion’, instead of SIR, was com-
pleted February 10. Due to a
variety of reasons, SIR in the
nine states and three Union
territories have seen frequent
tweaking in schedules.

Like Bihar, political parties
have approached the Supreme
Court challenging SIR in Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal.

defaming anyone. A false com-
plaint has been filed by dis-
torting my statement,” Shukla
quoted Gandhi as saying.

“The allegations have been
made against me out of po-
litical malice with the aim
of destroying my image and
that of my party. I have never
used derogatory words against
anyone, nor have I used such
language with the intention
of defaming anyone,” Gandhi
told the court.

As the Congress leader
emerged from the court after
recording his statement, par-
ty supporters raised slogans
hailing him. Gandhi smiled
and waved at the crowd before
leaving.

Gandhi entered the Sultan-
pur court around 10.40 am and
left after recording statements
around 11.15 am.

Ahead of the court hearing,
some local Congress leaders
had put up posters in Sultan-
pur that read ‘Satyamev Jayate’
(truth always triumphs).

The case dates back to 2018
when local BJP leader and for-
mer chairman of the District
Cooperative Bank Vijay Mish-
ra had filed a defamation com-
plaint against Gandhi.

PTI PHOTO

India supports
2-state solution
to Palestine issue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: India Fri-
day reaffirmed its support for a
two-state solution to the Pales-
tine issue and said it had joined
more than 100 countries and in-
ternational organisations in a
statement condemning Israel’s
attempts to expand unlawful
settlements in the West Bank.

India did not figure in the
initial statement that was en-
dorsed by around 80 countries
and organisations. Palestine’s
UN envoy Riyad Mansour re-
leased it Tuesday.

A fresh statement saw India
and around 20 countries and
organisations back it.

Asked why India was not part
of the initial statement, Exter-
nal affairs ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said at his
weekly media briefing that the
document had not been negoti-
ated by the countries and organ-
isations as has been the norm.

“Our position on this partic-
ular issue was most recently
expressed in the India-Arab
League ministerial joint state-
ment,” he said.

In their meeting held in
New Delhi January 31, India
and the Arab League pitched
for a sovereign and viable Pal-
estine state living side-by-side
with Israel.
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“ Our party is faced
with heavy and
urgent historic tasks of
boosting economic con-
struction and the people's
standard of living and
transforming all realms
of state and social life as
early as possible

LEADER, NORTH KOREA

US ALIEN FILES INCOMING

President Donald Trump said he would direct
federal agencies to begin releasing govern-
ment files related to aliens and unidentified
flying objects, pointing to what he described
as strong public interest in the issue. In a
social media post, Trump said he would order
Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth and other agen-
cies to release the information, calling the
matter "extremely interesting and important"
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The UK
‘ and our E5
partners
are stepping
up - investing to- 1
gether in the next ‘
generation of air
defence and autonomous systems
to strengthen NATO's shield
LUKE POLLARD I BRITAIN'S MINISTER FOR
DEFENSE READINESS AND INDUSTRY

Nuclear co- r
‘ operation can | |
be a positive

mechanism for
upholding nonpro-
liferation norms
and increasing
transparency, but the devil

is in the details

KELSEY DAVENPORT | DIRECTOR FOR
NONPROLIFERATION POLICY AT THE WASHING~-
TON-BASED ARMS CONTROL ASSOCIATION

These mines
‘ are one of the
most import-
ant elements of the '
defence structure =
we are construct- - ~ .
ing on the eastern A A
flank of NATO, in Poland, on the
border with Russia in the north and
with Belarus in the east
PAWEL ZALEWSKI | DEPUTY DEFENCE
MINISTER, POLAND

SHORT TAKES

M SK’s Yoon apologises
after life sentence

Seoul: Former South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol
apologised Friday for his
short-lived declaration of
martial law in December
2024, a day after a Seoul
court sentenced him to life in
prison for masterminding an
insurrection. In a statement
released by his lawyers,
Yoon said that while he was
sorry for the "frustration

and hardship" brought upon
the people by his martial law
decree, he stood behind the
"sincerity and purpose" behind
his actions. The Seoul Central
District Court's decision to hand
him a life sentence Thursday
was "predetermined," he said,
adding that the verdict against
him was political retaliation.
"Forces that seek to smear

a decision made to save the
nation as an 'insurrection'

and to use it beyond political
attacks as an opportunity

to purge and eliminate their
opponents will only grow
more rampant going
forward," he said.
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[ 7 Chinese tourists
drown in Russian lake

Moscow: Seven Chinese
tourists and a bus driver are
feared dead after a tourist
bus driving across a frozen
stretch of Lake Baikal in
Russia's Siberia plunged into
the water when the ice broke
beneath it, local governor,
Igor Kobzev, said Friday via
his channel in Telegram. One
tourist managed to escape,
and the search for the others
continues, he said. The
world’s deepest lake, located
north of Mongolia, is a popular
destination for tourists. The
Irkutsk region prosecutor's
office said that a criminal
case had been opened and
the circumstances were being
investigated. Chinese tourism
in Russia has soared in the
past years amid political
rapprochement between

the two neighbours and "no
limits" strategic partnership
declared last year, while
mutual visa free travel regime
has been introduced.

I Gunmen kill 33

Abuja: At least 33 people
have been killed after

Islamic militants launched
simultaneous attacks on

a district in northwest

Nigeria, according to the
police. The attack took place
on Wednesday in the Biu
community of Kebbi state,
police spokesman Bashir
Usman said in a statement late
Thursday night. The assailants
crossed from Sokoto state,
parts of which are occupied by
the Lakurawa insurgent group,
Usman said.

SC brings relief to nations

President Donald Trump paid a price for going it alone on tariffs - with the Supreme Court delivering a rare rebuke by
ruling he lacked the power to declare an economic emergency and launch sweeping new taxes on imports

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York, Feb 20: The na-
tion's highest court struck down
some of US President Donald
Trump's most sweeping tariffs
Friday, in a 6-3 decision ruling
that he overstepped his author-
ity when using an emergency
powers law to justify new tax-
es on goods from nearly every
country in the world.

Trump has launched a bar-
rage of new tariffs over the last
year. Despite Friday's ruling,
many sectoral levies remain
in place - and the president still
has plenty of other options to
keep taxing imports aggres-
sively. But the Supreme Court
decision upends a core set of
tariffs that Trump imposed
using the 1977 International
Emergency Economic Powers
Act, or IEEPA.

IEEPA authorises the pres-
ident to broadly regulate com-
merce after declaring a nation-
al emergency. Over the years,
presidents have turned to this
law dozens of times, often to
impose sanctions on other coun-
tries. But Trump was the first to
use it to implement tariffs.

Here's a look at what tariffs
Trump imposed using IEEPA
- and other that levies still
stand today.

Liberation Day' tariffs

Trump used IEEPA to slap im-
port taxes on nearly every coun-
try in the world last spring. On
April 2, which Trump called Lib-
eration Day, he imposed "recipro-
cal" tariffs of up to 50 per cent on
goods from dozens of countries
- and a baseline 10 per cent tariff
on just about everyone else.

The 10 per cent tax kicked
in early April. But the bulk of
Liberation Day's higher levies
got delayed by several months,
and many rates were revised
over time (in some cases after
new "framework" agreements).
Most went into effect August 7.

The national emergency un-
derlying these tariffs, Trump
argued at the time, was the
long-running gap between
what the US sells and what it

Europe’s main miIitary powers to
make low-cost air- defence systems

REUTERS

Krakow, Feb 20: Europe's
five biggest defence powers are
teaming up on a multi-million
euro project to bring low-cost
air-defence systems like auton-
omous drones or missiles into
production within 12 months,
ministers meeting in the Polish
city of Krakow said on Friday.

The war in Ukraine has
shown how autonomous inter-
ceptor drones can provide an
effective alternative to costly
air-defence missiles, and Ky-
iv's European allies are keen
to learn from its experience.

The European Group of
Five Defence Ministers, which
brings together top military
spenders France, Germany,
Italy, Poland and Britain, met
as European leaders work
to boost defence capabilities
amid increased European
doubts about Washington's
commitment to protecting the
continent.

"It's a multi-million pound,
multi-million euro commit-
ment ... to step up this tech-
nology," Britain's Minister
for Defence Readiness and
Industry Luke Pollard said.
"We're really hopeful that this
will produce an effector that...
will be in production within 12
months."

In military terminology, "effec-
tors" are the components of a sys-
tem that produce a physical effect,

This is the challenge of our
times - technologies are
changing... and we must

b

respond very quickly

WLADYSLAW KOSINIAK=-KAMYSZ | DEFENCE
MINISTER, POLAND

while "autonomous platforms"
are unmanned systems capable
of independent decision-making.
The 'Low-Cost Effectors and Au-
tonomous Platforms' initiative,
known as LEAP, involves the
development of advanced low-
cost air-defence systems - such
as autonomous drones or mis-
siles - the first project of which
will be delivered by 2027, the UK
government said in a separate
statement.

"We have just signed a very
important commitment on the
joint development of drone-
based strike capabilities, low-
cost, joint production, and joint
procurement of low-cost drone
effectors and payloads," Polish
Defence Minister Wladyslaw
Kosiniak-Kamysz said.

buys from the rest of the world.
Still, goods from countries with
which the US runs a trade sur-
plus also faced taxes.

Major trading partners
impacted by Liberation Day
tariffs include South Korea,
Japan and the European
Union - which combined ex-
port a range of products to
the US, like electronics, cars
and car parts and pharmaceu-
ticals. Following trade talks,
Trump's rates on most goods
stood at 15 per cent for the
EU, Japan and South Korea
ahead of Friday. But just last
month, Trump threatened to
hike levies on certain South
Korean products to 25 per cent
- and countries worldwide still
face sector-specific, non-IEE-
PA tariffs.

Pak in clutches of

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Feb 20: Poverty in
Pakistan has increased over the
past six years, with the latest es-
timates suggesting that 28.8 per
cent of the population is living
in the clutches of poverty, a me-
dia report said Friday.

It was stated in the findings
of a government committee,
led by former Joint Director
of Pakistan Institute of Devel-
opment Economics (PIDE) Dr
GM Arif, which studied poverty
estimates in the country.

Though the findings have
not been officially launched,
English-language daily The
News reported, quoting sourc-
es, that poverty increased in
the last six years.

It reported that poverty,
which stood at 21.9 per cent in
2018-19, rose by almost 6.9 per
cent to reach 28.8 per cent in
2024-25, showing an increase in
all provinces.

"Owing to various factors
- including three IMF stabi-
lisation programmes over
the past six years, the effects
of Covid-19, commodity su-
per-cycles, soaring inflation,
lower GDP growth rates, two
super floods and abandonment
of wheat support prices - pov-
erty levels in Pakistan have
surged," the paper quoted a
top official as saying.

The paper reported that the
increase was more marked in
Punjab, Sindh and Khyber-Pa-

Refunds could be ‘a mess'

he Treasury had collected more

than $133 billion from the import
taxes the president has imposed
under the emergency powers law as
of December, federal data shows. But
the Supreme Court did not address
whether the companies and individu-
als who paid those tariffs could be
refunded. Many companies, including
the big-box warehouse chain Costco,
have already lined up to demand
refunds in lower courts. Brett
Kavanaugh, who dissented from
Friday's decision, noted the process
could be complicated. "The Court
says nothing today about whether,
and if so how, the Government should
go about returning the billions of
dollars that it has collected from
importers. But that process is likely to
be a mess,' as was acknowledged at
oral argument," Kavanaugh wrote.

Tariffs on India linked to Russian oil

India has faced additional
IEEPA tariffs, too. After Liber-
ation Day, Trump slapped a 25
per cent levy on Indian imports
-and later added another 25 per
cent for the country's purchases
of Russian oil, while also citing
the emergency powers law,
bringing the total to 50 per cent.

But earlier this month, the US
and India reached a trade frame-
work deal. Trump said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi agreed
to stop buying Russian oil, and
that he planned to lower US
tariffs on its ally to 18 per cent.
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Poverty, which stood at 21.9%
in 2018-19, rose by almost
6.9% to reach 28.8 per cent in
2024-25, showing an increase in
all provinces

ercentage of people living

below the poverty line had
shown a declining trend from
50.4% in 2005-06 t0 21.9% in
2018-19

khtunkhwa as compared to
Balochistan, but no data has
been provided about the prov-
ince-wise rise in poverty.

The increase has reversed
gains in the past, as the per-
centage of people living below
the poverty line had shown a
declining trend from 50.4 per
cent in 2005-06 to 21.9 per cent
in 2018-19.

When contacted, Chairman
of the Poverty Estimation
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Meanwhile, India said it would
"eliminate or reduce tariffs" on
all US industrial goods and a
range of agricultural products.

Indian's top exports to the
US include pharmaceuticals,
precious stones, clothing and
textiles.

Trafficking tariffs’ on Canada,
China, Mexico

At the start of his second
term, Trump used IEEPA to
impose new tariffs on America's
three biggest trading partners:
Mexico, Canada and China.

To justify these tariffs, Trump
declared a national emergency
ostensibly over undocumented
immigration and the trafficking
of drugs like fentanyl and the
chemicals made to use it. The
levies were first announced at the
start of February 2025, but went
into effect over time - and were at
times delayed, reduced or height-
ened through further retaliation.

Ahead of Friday's decision,
"trafficking tariffs" on Canadian
and Mexican imports were 35 per
cent and 25 per cent, respectively,
for goods that don't comply with
the 2020 United States-Mexi-
co-Canada Agreement. China,
meanwhile, faced a 10 per cent
fentanyl-related tariff. That's
down from 20 per cent imposed
by Trump earlier last year.

poverty

Committee Arif confirmed that
the committee submitted its
recommendations and report
to the government. However,
he declined to comment when
asked about the exact poverty
prevalence rate in Pakistan, the
paper said.

Earlier, Minister for Planning
Ahsan Igbal had constituted the
17-member high-powered Pover-
ty Estimation Committee.

He took action following the
completion of the Household
Integrated Economic Survey
(HIES) 2024-25, and in line with
the ministry's mandate to esti-
mate national poverty and in-
equality figures.

According to official sourc-
es, the government calculates
poverty using the Cost of Basic
Needs (CBN) approach, adjusted
by CPI-based inflation, to deter-
mine the threshold.

Spain’s top court rejects
father’s appeal to halt
daughter’s euthanasia

REUTERS

Madrid, Feb 20: Spain's Con-
stitutional Court has rejected
an appeal by the father of a
25-year-old paraplegic woman
who opposes her access to eu-
thanasia, the court said in a
statement Friday.

In 2021, Spain became the
fourth European Union coun-
try to legalise euthanasia and
assisted suicide for people with
incurable or severely debilitat-
ing conditions who wish to end
their lives. In 2024, 426 people
received assistance in dying,
according to government data.

According to legal rulings, the
woman, who is suffering from a
psychiatric illness, attempted
suicide several times by overdos-
ing on medication before jump-
ing from a fifth-floor window in
October 2022, an act that left her
paraplegic and in chronic pain.

In July 2024, a specialised
expert committee in her re-
gion, Catalonia, approved her
request for euthanasia. The
procedure was scheduled for
August 2, 2024, but her father
has blocked it ever since.

Medical case reports state that
the patient is suffering from se-
vere, chronic and incapacitating
pain from her injury, with no
possibility of improvement.

The father, supported by the
ultra-conservative advocacy
group Abogados Cristianos
("Christian Lawyers"), argued
that his daughter's mental ill-
ness could impair her ability
to make a free and informed
decision about ending her life.

France allows culling
of around 200 wolves
to protect livestock

REUTERS

Paris, Feb 20: French author-
ities have allowed the culling
of around 200 wolves as packs
are spreading in farmlands and
roaming near large cities, Agri-
culture Minister Annie Gene-
vard said Friday.

A little more than 1,000 wolves
are present in France and her
services have increased the limit
to the culling to 21% - so a little
more than 200 - from an earlier
19%, and it could be increased
again to 23%, she said.

"The wolf is causing increas-
ing damage to our livestock
farms, plunging farmers into a
state of stress and even terrible
pain," she told the French radio
station France Inter.

Last year, an acrimonious
debate pitting farmers against
animal protection groups over
wolves, whose numbers, as well
as attacks on livestock, are on
the rise, ended with a vote in
the European Parliament in
favour of farmers. European
lawmakers last May agreed to
downgrade the wolf's status to
"protected" from "strictly pro-
tected", which means EU coun-
tries can allow wolf hunting, but
must still take steps to stop the
animals becoming endangered.

Epstein fallout: British police search royal mansion

REUTERS

Sandringham, Feb 20: British
police were searching the former
mansion of King Charles' young-
er brother Andrew Mountbat-
ten-Windsor Friday after a photo-
graph of the royal emerging from
a police station was splashed on
newspapers around the world.

Mountbatten-Windsor was ar-
rested Thursday, his 66th birth-
day, on suspicion of misconduct
in public office over allegations
he sent confidential government
documents to disgraced finan-
cier Jeffrey Epstein when he
was a trade envoy.

The former prince was re-
leased under investigation
after being held by police for
more than 10 hours. He has not
been charged with any offence
but looked haunted in a Reuters
photograph after his release,
slumped in the back of a Range
Rover, eyes red and with a look

INVESTIGATION INTO KING'S BROTHER ANDREW GOES ON
ﬂ 1#

Let me state clearly: the

law must take its course.

What now follows is

the full, fair and proper
process by which this issue is
investigated in the appropriate
manner and by the appropriate
authorities

CHARLES Ill I KING, UNITED KINGDOM

M Police arrested Mountbatten-
Windsor Thursday

M Police investigating suspicion of
misconduct in public office

M Former prince was released after
being held for 10 hours

M King says law must take its
course

of disbelief on his face.

The photograph of a man
who was once a dashing naval
officer and reputed favourite
son of the late Queen Elizabeth
was carried on the front page
of newspapers in Britain and
around the world, accompanied
by headlines such as "Downfall".

Mountbatten-Windsor has al-
ways denied any wrongdoing in
relation to Epstein, a convicted
sex offender who took his own
life in 2019, and said he regrets
their friendship. But the release
of millions of documents by the
US government showed he had
remained friends with Epstein

long after the financier was con-
victed of soliciting prostitution
from a minor in 2008.

Those files suggested Mount-
batten-Windsor had forwarded
to Epstein British government
reports about investment op-
portunities in Afghanistan and
assessments of Vietnam, Sin-

gapore and other places he had
visited as the government's Spe-
cial Representative for Trade
and Investment.

The arrest of the senior roy-
al, eighth in line to the throne,
is unprecedented in modern
times. The last member of the
royal family to be arrested in
Britain was Charles I, who was
beheaded in 1649 after being
found guilty of treason.

King Charles, who stripped
his brother of his title of prince
and forced him out of his Wind-
sor home last year, said Thurs-
day he had learned about the
arrest with "deepest concern".

"Let me state clearly: the law
must take its course," the king
said. "What now follows is the
full, fair and proper process by
which this issue is investigated
in the appropriate manner and
by the appropriate authorities."

The news broke early Thurs-
day morning that six unmarked
police cars and around eight
plain-clothed officers had ar-
rived at Wood Farm on the

king's Sandringham estate
in Norfolk, eastern England,
where Mountbatten-Windsor
now resides.

Thames Valley Police officers
also searched the mansion on
the king's Windsor estate west
of London where Mountbat-
ten-Windsor had lived before
being forced out amid anger at
the Epstein revelations.

Officers said late Thursday
that the royal had been released
under investigation. They said
the searches at Sandringham
had concluded but the search-
es in Windsor were continuing.

While being arrested means
that police have reasonable
suspicion that a crime has been
committed and that the royal is
suspected of involvement in an
offence, it does not imply guilt.

A conviction for misconduct
in a public office carries a max-
imum sentence of life imprison-
ment, and cases must be dealt
with in a Crown Court, which
handle the most serious crimi-
nal offences.
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At Cars24, we are deeply con-
fident about the quality of the
cars we sell. That confidence is
what allows us to offer a Lifetime
Warranty and stand by the most
critical systems of the car for a
much longer part of the owner-
ship journey

HIMANSU RATNOO | CEO INDIA, CARS24

14 PLI SCHEMES: RS 28,748CR DISBURSED

The government has disbursed Rs 28,748 crore under PLI
schemes for 14 sectors, including electronics and pharma,
since the launch of the support measure to boost domestic
manufacturing, the government on Friday said. In 2021, the
government announced Production-Linked Incentive (PLI)
schemes for 14 sectors with an outlay of Rs 1.97 lakh crore
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FUELS BANKS

One of the
largest data
consumption

per user in mobile
devices in the
world is in India,
the whole internet
is mobile

CRISTIANO AMON I
PRESIDENT AND CEO, QUALCOMM

We have been
very com-
mitted to the

entry EVs, because b L
this is where 65 W\\"’{ b3
per cent of the ﬂ
demand lies - 4

SHAILESH CHANDRA I MD AND CEO, TATA
MOTORS PASSENGER VEHICLES

India's crude
‘ strategy is
evolving from

opportunistic dis-
count capture to
a more structured
approach to man-
aging geopolitical risk

ARNAB NATH | ASSOCIATE PROJECT MANAGER
OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH, GLOBALDATA

SHORT TAKES

™ Forex kitty jumps to
record $725.72bn

Mumbai: India's forex
reserves jumped $8.663 billion
to hit a new all-time high of
$725.727 billion in the week
ended February 13, the RBI
said Friday. The overall forex
reserves dropped $6.711
billion to $717.064 billion in
the previous reporting week
ended February 6. The previous
all-time high of $723.774 billion
was touched in January. For
the week ended February 13,
foreign currency assets, a major
component of the reserves,
increased by $3.55 billion
to $573.603 billion, the data
released by the central bank
showed. Expressed in dollar
terms, the foreign currency
assets include the effects of
appreciation or depreciation
of non-US units, such as the
. euro, pound, and yen, held in
the foreign exchange reserves.
Value of the gold reserves
surged by $4.99 billion to
$128.466 billion during the
week, the RBI said. The Special
Drawing Rights (SDRs) were up
by $103 million to $18.924 billion,
the apex bank added. India's
reserve position with the IMF
was also up by $19 million to
$4.734 billion in the reporting
week, according to data.

[ Novartis AG to offload
stake in Indian unit

New Delhi: Swiss company
Novartis Friday said it has
inked a pact with ChrysCapital
group to sell entire 70.68

per cent stake in its Indian
arm, Novartis India Ltd, in

a deal valued at around Rs
1,446 crore. The divestment
follows a strategic review
announced and conducted

by Novartis AG starting in
February 2024, the Swiss drug
major said in a statement.

The closing of the transaction
is subject to the satisfaction

of certain conditions and is
expected to close in the third
quarter of 2026, it added. The
transaction has also triggered
a mandatory open offer for
public shareholders to tender
up to 26 per cent of Novartis
India's equity. The acquirers
have made a mandatory open
offer to the public shareholders
to acquire up to 64,19,608
shares constituting 26 per cent
stake at Rs 860.64 per share
aggregating to Rs 552.49 crore.

¥ Spicelet plans to
expand fleet

New Delhi: SpiceJet Friday
said it is working to ramp up
its fleet to around 60 planes
through a mix of wet and
damp leases as well as bring
grounded aircraft back into
service. The airline's domestic
market share rose to 4.3 per
cent in December from 1.9 per
cent in September last year
due to a 56 per cent expansion
in capacity during the
December quarter, a release
said. According to the release,
the carrier plans to more than
double its capacity, targeting
220 crore Available Seat
Kilometres by Winter 2026.

AGENCIES

Mumbai, Feb 20: Indian share
benchmarks logged weekly
gains, helped by a tactical
bounce Friday, as optimism
around earnings recovery fu-
eled gains in banks, while wor-
ries about US-Iran tensions and
Al disruption weighed.

The Nifty 50 added 0.46% to
25,571.25 Friday, and the BSE
Sensex rose 0.38% to 82,814.71.
They rose 0.4% and 0.2% for the
week.

Twelve of the 16 major sec-
tors logged weekly gains. The
broader small-caps fell 0.2%
while mid-caps added 0.1%.

State-owned banks were the
top sectoral gainers, rising 5.5%
for the week.

The index added 8.9% in two
weeks on post-earnings opti-
mism.

"PSU banks have been beat-
ing expectations while private
sector banks have been lag-
ging," said Suresh Ganapathy,
managing director and head of
financial Services research at
Macquarie Capital.

Ganapathy added that strong
asset quality, sub-40-basis-point
credit costs, and potential for
increase in foreign holdings
been helping gains in state-
owned lenders.

Private sector banks and fi-
nancials rose 0.8% and 0.3% for
the week, underperforming the
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PSU banks.

Among other gainers, energy
and FMCG stocks added 2.4%
and 1.7%, respectively, for the
week.

However, the concerns over
Al disruption in the IT sector
and rising crude oil prices
due to US-Iran tensions have
dimmed earnings optimism,
per analysts.

Higher crude prices are
a negative for India, the
world's third-largest crude
oil importer.

While the market outlook has
improved, with strong earn-
ings and attractive valuations
after 16 months of underperfor-
mance, geopolitical risks per-
sist and Al-related disruption

Most of rate panel sees
little room for rate cuts

REUTERS

Mumbai, Feb 20: A majority of
members of India's interest-rate
setting panel view current poli-
cy rates as suitable for the econ-
omy, according to minutes from
the February meeting released
Friday, though two members
indicated potential for future
rate cuts.

Members also await the roll-
out of a new GDP data series
later this month for a clearer
read on the economy.

India's six-member mone-
tary policy committee left the
key repo rate unchanged ear-
lier this month, buoyed by a
positive economic outlook and
trade deals with the US and EU.
Economists and swap markets
have signalled an end to the
rate-cutting cycle.

"Growth prospects are look-
ing up while inflation outlook
remains broadly unchanged,"
Reserve Bank of India Gover-
nor Sanjay Malhotra said in

the minutes, adding that recent
developments on the external
front have "provided room for
greater optimism".

"Given the present state of
the economy and its outlook —
buoyant growth and benign in-
flation — I feel the current policy
rate is appropriate,” Malhotra
said.

RBI Deputy Governor Poo-
nam Gupta said that after 125
basis points of rate cuts over
the last year, "another rate cut
does not seem warranted at this
point in time." The new eco-
nomic data series could change
the reading on the economy,
she said.

India continues to grow at
arapid clip with the economy
expected to expand 6.8%-7.2%
in the financial year beginning
April 1.

GDP data for October-De-
cember, due to be released
next week, will make signifi-
cant changes including a new
base year.

Despite strong growth, in-
flation in the Asian economy
remains low.

Retail inflation stood at
2.75% in January in data un-
der a new series. The central
bank has forecast inflation at
4% and 4.2% in the first and
second quarters of next fiscal.

The RBI is mandated to main-
tain inflation near 4% and with-
in a tolerance band of 2%-6%.
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could weigh in the near term,
said Sunil Singhania, founder
of Abakkus AMC.

India VIX - a measure of the
market's expected volatility
for the next 30 days - spiked
this week to 14.36, just shy of
an eight-month high hit on the
day of the federal budget Feb-
ruary 1.

The IT index fell 2.1%, mark-
ing a fifth consecutive week
of losses, in its longest losing
streak in six months on Al dis-
ruption fears.

"Indian equities rebounded
after yesterday's sharp cor-
rection, led by strong buying
in large caps as investors fa-
voured their better risk-reward
over premium-valued midcaps.

S

SENSEX RISES 0.38%

Maruti Suzuki NEXA launches its first all-electric éU

Sentiment improved on clear-
er trade-agreement signals and
India's entry into Pax Silica,
which is expected to strength-
en supply-chain security in Al,
semiconductors,
and critical
minerals,"
Vinod
Nair,
Head of
Research,
Geojit In-
vestments
Ltd, said.
He added that
banking and metal stocks drove
the recovery, while IT lagged.
Volatility stayed elevated, with
the India VIX spiking even as
geopolitical tensions still linger.

"Softer inflation data from
Japan supported expectations
of accommodative global pol-
icy. Structurally, markets
remain constructive, though
near-term moves are likely to
stay flow-driven amid global
uncertainties," Nair said.

In European markets, Ger-
many's DAX, Paris' CAC 40 and
London's FTSE 100 were trad-
ing nearly 1 per cent higher in
mid-session deals Friday.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) offloaded equities
worth Rs 880.49 crore on Thurs-
day, while domestic institution-
al investors were also the net
sellers of stocks worth Rs 596.28
crore.

NIFTY
50 ADDS 0.46%
TO 25,571.25

TO 82,814.71

INDICES ROSE 0.4%,
0.2% FOR THE
WEEK
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V, the all-new e-VITARA at Narayani Motors in Bhubaneswar

sells $10.02 billion

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 20: The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) net sold
$10.02 billion in December due
to high volatility in the Indian
rupee amid geopolitical ten-
sions and uncertainties over
US tariffs.

December becomes the sev-
enth consecutive month of net
dollar sales by the central bank
in the spot currency market.

According to the RBI's
monthly bulletin data, the cen-
tral bank net sold $9.710 billion
in November, $11.877 billion in
October, $7.910 billion in Sep-
tember, $7.695 billion in Au-
gust, $2.540 billion in July, and
$3.661 billion in June.

The central bank had bought
$1.764 billion from the spot cur-
rency market in May.

Indian rupee remained in
extreme stress in most months
of 2025 and in January 2026,
due to various issues, such as
foreign portfolio flows turning
intermittent.

Persistent merchandise trade
deficits, coupled with periods of
capital outflows, have weighed
on the currency.

The central bank had to in-
tervene in the market to reduce
the undue volatility and stabi-
lise the currency. However, de-

Friday. The ceremony was attended by Prasant Kumar, DGM, SBI; Anil Mishra, RM, SBI; Gaurav Dave, Regional
manager, Maruti Suzuki; Saurab Yadu, TSM, Maruti Suzuki; Purushotam Budhraja, Dealer Principal, Managing
Director, Narayani Motors and Bibhudatta Panda, GM, Narayani Motors

DECEMBER BECOMES THE
SEVENTH CONSECUTIVE MONTH
OF NET DOLLAR SALES BY THE
CENTRAL BANK IN THE SPOT
CURRENCY MARKET

RBI NET SOLD $9.710BN IN NOV,
$11.877BN IN OCT, $7.910BN IN SEPT,
$7.695BN IN AUGUST, $2.540BN IN
JULY, AND $3.661BN IN JUNE

spite heavy intervention by the
RBI, the currency touched its
historic low level of 92 against
the US dollar.

Post this, the gradual appre-
ciation was seen in the cur-
rency, and major appreciation
came after the announcement
of the interim trade deal be-
tween India and the US, which
reversed the flows of the foreign
investors in the country.

"Foreign portfolio invest-
ments and Indian rupee staged
a comeback with investor sen-
timents turning around fol-
lowing the India-EU free trade
agreement and the interim In-
dia-US trade deal," the RBI said
in a bulletin.

Gold climbs Z850;

silver trades flat

NEW DELHI: Gold prices
appreciated by Rs 850 to Rs
1,59,500 per 10 grams in the
national capital Friday, while silver
stayed flat at Rs 2.64 lakh per
kilogram, tracking a firm global
trend, according to marketmen.
The yellow metal of 99.9 per cent
purity had closed at Rs 1,58,650 per
10 grams (inclusive of all taxes)
Thursday. However, silver prices
remained unchanged at Rs 2,64,000
per kilogram. In the international
market, spot gold gained $30.83,

or 0.62 per cent, to $5,027.13 per
ounce, while silver was trading 2.55
per cent higher at $80.5 per ounce.
"Gold has rebounded above USD
5,020 per ounce, while silver has
also surged to around USD 81 driven
by rising concerns over a potential
US-Iran conflict," Kaynat Chainwala,
AVP Commodity Research, Kotak
Securities, said. She added that
investors remained cautious
ahead of key economic releases,
including Personal Consumption
Expenditures (PCE) inflation, Q4
GDP, and flash PMI data.

Strong mfg growth lifts private sector

REUTERS

Bangalore, Feb 20: India's pri-
vate sector accelerated in Feb-
ruary led by robust demand for
goods even as services growth
was broadly steady, according to
a survey that also showed inten-
sifying inflationary pressures.
HSBC's flash India Compos-
ite Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI), compiled by S&P Global,

rose to 59.3 in February from
January's 58.4 - the strongest
in three months and above a
Reuters poll median forecast
of 59.0. The 50-mark separates
expansion from contraction.
The improvement was sup-
ported by robust total new or-
ders which rose at the quickest
pace since November. Business-
es attributed gains to strong
demand, local tourism and

marketing efforts. Interna-
tional sales also increased at
the fastest pace in five months,
bolstering overall demand.
While the preliminary head-
line reading for manufacturing
PMI rose to 57.5 from 55.4, the
services PMI was little changed
at 58.4 versus 58.5 in January.
Better sales supported hiring
at a faster pace and optimism
about year-ahead activity im-

proved to its strongest in a
year. The survey also showed
higher price pressures with in-
put costs rising at their fastest
rate in 15 months and pushing
overall output charge inflation
to a six-month high. Services
firms faced the steepest rise
in input price inflation in two-
and-a-half years, while factory
input price inflation remained
unchanged from January.

From ‘buy America’ to ‘bye America’, Wall Street exodus gathers pace

THE S&P 500 TRADES AT ROUGHLY 21.8 TIMES THE EXPECTED EARNINGS OF ITS COMPONENTS, WHILE STOCKS IN EUROPE TRADE

REUTERS

London, Feb 20: US inves-
tors are pulling money out of
their own stock market at the
fastest pace in at least 16 years
as Big Tech returns fade and
better-performing overseas
markets look more attractive.

In the last six months, US-do-
miciled investors have pulled
some $75 billion from US equi-
ty products, with $52 billion
flowing out since the start of
2026 alone, the most in the
first eight weeks of the year
since at least 2010, according
to LSEG/Lipper data.

The shift comes despite a
weakening of the dollar against
other currencies, which makes
buying overseas assets more ex-
pensive for US investors. It's a
compelling sign that the diver-
sification away from US assets
by some international investors
in the past year is gaining trac-

AT ROUGHLY 15 TIMES' FORWARD EARNINGS AND THOS

tion among US investors.

Since the global financial
crisis ended in 2009, the "buy
America" trade has rewarded
investors at home and abroad
thanks to a strong economy
and earnings growth and domi-
nance in the tech sector leading
to outsized gains in US stocks.

More recently, the AI boom
pushed the S&P 500 index re-
cord highs last year, a strong
buffer from US President Don-
ald Trump's unpredictable ap-
proach to trade policy and di-
plomacy, as well as his attempts
to undermine Federal Reserve
independence.
LOOKING FURTHER AFIELD

But as concerns have grown
about the possible risks from
Al, as well as the costs in-
volved, the lure of Wall Street
stocks has ebbed. The surge in
value in the US megacap tech
stocks that have led gains un-
til now are making investors

pickier and many are spotting
more attractive opportunities
elsewhere.

Bank of America's February
fund manager survey showed
investors switched from US
equities to emerging market
equities at the fastest rate in
five years.

"I've had lots of conversa-
tions with our wealth business

INVESTORS
SHIFT TO EMERGING
MARKETS, EUROPE,

AND JAPAN

WEAKER DOLLAR BOOSTS
ATTRACTIVENESS OF FOREIGN
MARKETS FOR US INVESTORS

Al STOCK RALLY SLOWS,
PROMPTING SHIFT TO
INDUSTRIAL AND
DEFENSIVE STOCKS

in the US this
year," said
UBS's  head
of European
equity strategy
and global deriv-
atives strategy Ger-
ry Fowler. "They're
all talking about investing

more offshore because at the
end of the year, they looked

at the performance of foreign
markets in dollars and they're
like, wow, I'm missing out."

US investors have poured
some $26 billion into emerg-
ing-market equities so far
this year, with South Korea
the largest single country
destination, with an inflow of
$2.8 billion, followed by Bra-
zil, with $1.2 billion,
LSEG/Lipper data
shows.

One of the
clear results
of  Trump's
policies has
been the 10%
decline in the
dollar against
a basket of
currencies
since last Janu-
ary. While that is

a disadvantage for U.S.
investors hunting for oppor-
tunities abroad, dividends in

E IN JAPAN AND CHINA TRADE AT 17 AND 13.5 TIMES RESPECTIVELY

dollar terms from better per-
forming overseas markets will
also be pumped up.

In the last 12 months, the S&P
500 has risen around 14%. In
dollar terms, Tokyo's Nikkei
is up 43%, Europe's STOXX
600 has surged 26%, Shang-
hai's CSI 300 has returned
23% and Seoul's KOSPI has
doubled in value.

European banking stocks,
one example of cyclical stocks
that typically benefit when eco-
nomic growth picks up, surged
67% last year and are up a fur-
ther 4% so far in 2026.

LSEG/Lipper data shows
that since Trump's inaugu-
ration in January last year,
U.S.-domiciled investors have
poured nearly $7 billion into
European equity products,
compared with an outflow of
roughly $17 billion during the
four years of Trump's first term
from 2017 to 2021.
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SUPER 8s SHOWDOWN

Heavyweights collide

120 World Cup
2026 enters
decisive phase

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Feb 20: The 10th edi-
tion of the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup now shifts gears into its most
compelling chapter - the Super 8s.
After weeks of high-voltage con-
tests, narrow escapes and head-
line-grabbing upsets, the 20-team
spectacle has been trimmed to
eight contenders.

From February 21 to March
1, the race for semi-final berths
will intensify in a single
round-robin battle across two
fiercely competitive groups.

Pakistan will take on New
Zealand in the opening match
of the Super Eights phase of the
ICC Men's T20 World Cup in Co-
lombo, while reigning champi-
ons India face South Africa in
a rematch of the thrilling 2024
title decider.

Seven of the eight pre-seeded
sides have justified their rank-
ings by progressing, but the
stage also features one stirring
underdog story; Zimbabwe,
who forced their way into the
elite bracket with a fearless
campaign.

Group 1: Group toppers’ clash

Co-hosts India headline Group
1 and will lock horns with two
other group toppers, the ev-
er-dangerous West Indies crick-
et team and the resurgent South
Africa national cricket team.

Underdogs Zimbabwe replaced
pre-tournament favourites Aus-
tralia to complete the quartet.
Zimbabwe have emerged as the
surprise package of the tourna-
ment, riding momentum and
belief into the Super 8s. Their
fearless brand of cricket now
faces its sternest examination.

India’s clash with South
Africa February 22 in Ahmed-
abad promises early fireworks,
while their March 1 showdown
against the West Indies in Kolk-
ata could well determine semi-
final destiny.

Group 2: Old rivals, new stakes
If Group 1 is about power and
unpredictability, Group 2 is

M Defending champions India,
2024 runner-ups South Africa,
two-time champions West
Indies and Zimbabwe are in
Group A

B While the 2009 champions,
Pakistan, the 2014 champions,
Sri Lanka, two-time winners
England, and New Zealand are
in Group B

M All teams will play three
matches against other teams
in their group, with the top
2 teams from each group
advancing to semi-finals

TODAY’S CLASH

oz -
@New Zealand vs Pakistan @
Time- 7:00 pm

steeped in rivalry and pedigree.
The mercurial Pakistan nation-
al cricket team shares space
with two-time champions (2010
&amp; 2022) England, perennial
dark horses New Zealand and a
rejuvenated Sri Lanka.

Opening the Super 8s Febru-
ary 21, New Zealand and Pa-
kistan will set the tone in Co-
lombo. England and Sri Lanka
renew hostilities a day later
in Kandy, while the England-
Pakistan encounter February
24 looms as a blockbuster in
what could be the group’s de-
fining fixture.

The Format: No second chances
Each group will play in a sin-
gle round-robin format, mean-
ing every side gets three match-
es. Only the top two teams from

each group will advance to the
semi-finals, leaving little mar-
gin for error.

Momentum, net run rate and
temperament under pressure
will be decisive. With just a
week of action separating am-
bition from elimination, every
over could tilt the tournament
narrative.

AUS END CAMPAIGN
ON WINNING NOTE

Pallekele: Already out of Super
Eights contention, Australia beat
Oman by nine wickets in their
inconsequential final group clash
of the T20 World Cup here Friday.
Captain Mitchell Marsh remained
unbeaten on 64 off 33 balls while his
opening partner Travis Head made
32 as Australia chased down the
modest target of 105 with 62 balls
to spare, reaching 108 for one in 9.4
overs. Earlier, Australia's bowlers
underlined their experience with

a disciplined display, strangling
Oman's batting line-up and dismiss-
ing them for a modest 104. Pace
Xavier Bartlett (2/27) and spinner
Adam Zampa (4/21) showed their
class after captain Mitchell Marsh
won the toss and opted to field. For
Oman, Wasim Ali was the highest
scorer with 32 runs.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hobart, Feb 20: Outplayed at
home, the Indian men's hockey
team would be eager to bounce
back and make a fresh start under
new skipper Hardik Singh when
it begins the FIH Pro League's
overseas leg with a game against
Spain here Saturday.

The Hobart leg of the series,
which also features hosts Aus-
tralia, will be held till Febru-
ary 25 at the Tasmania Hockey
Centre.

The recent Rourkela leg
proved to be a painful learning
curve for the Indians with loss-
es to Argentina and Belgium.
Regular skipper Harmanpreet
Singh has taken a break to wel-
come his second child from the
upcoming clutch of matches.

The team views these fixtures
as a vital opportunity to test com-
binations, refine structure, and
build momentum ahead of the
upcoming FIH World Cup and
the subsequent Asian Games.

After the campaign-opener
against Spain, a high-octane
clash against Australia is lined
up for Sunday.

They will face Spain again
February 24 before conclud-
ing the leg with a final match

against the formidable Austra-
lian side February 25.

India and Spain have been
evenly-matched in their last 10
encounters, claiming four regu-
lation wins each, alongside two
draws that India went on to win
in shootouts.

Against Australia, high-scor-
ing drama has been a constant.
The hosts hold the statistical
edge in their last 10 meetings
with six wins to India's two (and
two draws).

Two-time Olympic bronze
medallist Hardik will lead the

SPORTS P12

Spirited India eye comeback

As a team, we have
reviewed our recent
matches, learned our

&

lessons, and are entering
Hobart with a highly positive
and aggressive mindset
HARDIK SINGH

side that also features young
players like Amandeep Lakra
and Manmeet Singh, both of
whom are looking to build on
their recent senior debuts.

"It is a tremendous honour
to lead the national team in a

3RD WOMEN'S T20I

Women in Blue aim historic
series triumph Down Under

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Adelaide, Feb 20: India will
need their batting big guns to
fire collectively against an ex-
perienced Australian bowling
group in the third and final
women's T20 International to
seal a historic maiden series
triumph Down Under, here
Saturday.

Despite registering a few
victories in the past, the Indi-
an women are yet to score a bi-
lateral series win in Australia
across all three formats.

To change that script, India
need a better batting effort
here and it starts from openers
Smriti Mandhana and Shafali
Verma.

Both Smriti and Shafali got

[ndia register dominant win over Nepal

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Feb 20: India deliv-
ered a commanding all-round
performance to defeat Nepal
by 10 wickets in their ADCA
T20I Asia Cup encounter at the
Barabati Stadium here Friday.

After winning the toss, Ne-
pal opted to bat first but strug-
gled against disciplined Indian
bowling and were bowled out
for 57 runs in 17.4 overs. The In-
dian bowlers maintained tight
lines and lengths throughout,
never allowing Nepal to build
partnerships.

Nepal’s innings saw Krish-
na Dhami emerge as the top
scorer with 19 runs off 15
balls, including four bound-
aries. Abhishekh Kumar
Mishra contributed 11 runs,
while the rest of the batting
line-up failed to cope with the
sustained pressure applied by
the Indian attack.

The standout performance
of the match came from Ji-

New blood headlines Blug Tigre
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gar Thakkar, who produced a
sensational spell of bowling,
claiming 5 wickets for 13 runs
in 4 overs, dismantling the Ne-
pal batting order. He was well
supported by Akash Saini, who
returned figures of 1 for 9in 3
overs, and Sanith Shetty, who

FIVE UNCAPPED PLAYERS IN INDIA'S
26-MEMBER SQUAD FOR AFC WOMEN'S
ASIAN CUP NEXT MONTH

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 20: India
Friday named six uncapped
players in a 26-member squad
for next month's AFC Women's
Asian Cup football tournament
in Australia, with hopes of
reaching the quarterfinals by
punching above its weight.

A quarterfinals berth will al-
low the team to have a shot at
FIFA World Cup qualification
for the first time.

Among the 26 players in the
squad, eight were part of the

last Asian Cup that was host-
ed by India in 2022 -- Sweety
Devi Ngangbam, Shilky Devi
Hemam, Sanju, Anju Tamang,
Pyari Xaxa, Grace Dangmei,
Manisha Kalyan and Sowmiya
Narayanasamy.

India withdrew from the
tournament after just one
game due to a COVID outbreak
despite staying inside a bio-se-
cure bubble in Mumbai.

Defenders Sarita Yumnam
and Sushmita Lepcha, mid-
fielders Jasoda Munda, Sanfi-
da Nongrum and Aveka Singh,
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picked up 1 for 12 in 4 overs.
Chasing a modest target
without loss in just 5.2 overs,
Deepak Lamba led the charge
with an unbeaten 28 off 13 balls,
striking four boundaries and a
six, while Sanith Shetty played
a composed knock of 25 not

-

out from 19 deliveries, which
included two fours and a six.
The opening pair ensured there
were no alarms in the chase.

Nepal’s bowlers tried to
contain the run flow, with
Baidhanath Chaudhary con-
ceding 21 runs in 2 overs and
Mohammad Sabir giving away
20 runs, but the target proved
too small to defend.

For his match-winning
five-wicket haul, Jigar Thak-
kar was adjudged Player of
the Match.

The match was played in
the presence of distinguished
guests, including Subrat Ku-
mar Behera, CEO of the Odis-
ha Cricket Association (OCA);
Sumit Jain, President of the
Asian Deaf Cricket Associa-
tion (ADCA) and Indian Deaf
Cricket Association (IDCA),
and Sagarkanta Senapati,
General Secretary of the Odi-
sha Deaf Cricket Association
(ODCA), adding prestige to
the occasion.
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A quarterfinals berth will allow the team to have a

shot at FIFA World Cup qualification for the first time

and forward Kaviya Pakkiris-
amy are the uncapped players
named in the squad.

Placed in Group C, India will

begin their campaign against
Vietnam March 4 in Perth, fol-
lowed by a match against Japan
March 7 at the same venue. The

starts but failed to kick on,
impeding India's relatively
easy-looking chase of 164 in the
second match.

The veteran Aussie trio of
Kim Garth, Annabel Suther-
land and Sophie Molineux ex-
ploited that opening, getting rid

of five Indian batters for a mere
seven runs to wreck the chase.

But the Adelaide pitch offers
a lot more trueness than its
counterpart at Canberra, and
the Indian batters should be
able to trust their pick-up shots
here. An excellent outfield also
adds value to the drive here.

Skipper Harmanpreet Kaur,
Jemimah Rodrigues and Richa
Ghosh love the ball coming on
to the bat, and they can expect
some assistance here.

However, the smooth na-
ture of the ground also puts an
onus on Indian pacers -- Renuka
Singh, Arundhati Reddy, Kran-
ti Goud and Amanjot Kaur - to
be steady in their lines, as the
Aussie batters can quite ruth-
lessly exploit any slack.

Mensik upsets Sinner in
Doha, sets SF with Fils

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Doha, Feb 20: Jakub Mensik
caused a major upset in the
Qatar Open when the 20-year-
old stunned World No 2 Jannik
Sinner in the quarterfinal of the
ATP 500 event.

Mensik beat Sinner 7-6(3), 2-6,
6-3 for the biggest win of his ca-
reer by ATP ranking.

Two years ago, the Czech
notched his maiden Top 5 vic-
tory against Andrey Rublev
during his breakout run to the
championship match in Doha.

The 2025 Miami champion
Mensik is now 4-2 against Top
5 opponents, a tally that in-
cludes victories against ATP
No. 1 Club members Novak
Djokovic and Sinner, and he is
up three spots to No 13 in the
ATP Live Rankings as a result
of his exploits in Doha so far,
ATP reports.

“Before the match I knew
about Jannik’s quality. A great
guy, a great champion. Already
what he has done in his young

career, it’s pretty impressive,
so I knew it was going to be a
tough one. But even with that
thought, I came to the match
to win it, and actually having a
winning mindset," Mensik said.

He will bid to reach the final
in the Qatari capital for the
second time on Friday, when
he faces the 21-year-old Fils.

Frenchman Fils earned
his first tour-level semi-final
appearance since last April
by overcoming Jiri Lehecka
6-3, 6-3.
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THE SQUAD:

Goalkeepers: Panthoi Chanu
Elangbam, Shreya Hooda, Sowmiya
Narayanasamy.

Defenders: Astam Oraon, Juli
Kishan, Martina Thokchom, Nirmala
Devi Phanjoubam, Sanju, Sarita Yum-
nam, Shilky Devi Hemam, Sushmita
Lepcha, Sweety Devi Ngangbam.

Midfielders: Anju Tamang, Aveka
Singh, Babina Devi Lisham, Jasoda
Munda, Sanfida Nongrum, Sangita
Basfore.

Forwards: Grace Dangmei, Kaviya
Pakkirisamy, Lynda Kom Serto, Ma-
lavika P, Manisha Kalyan, Pyari Xaxa,
Rimpa Haldar, Soumya Guguloth.

last group stage match will be
against Chinese Taipei March
10 in Sydney.

The top two sides from each
group, along with the two best

third-placed teams, will prog-
ress to the quarter-finals. The
four quarter-final winners will
qualify for the 2027 FIFA Wom-
en's World Cup in Brazil.

The losing quarter-finalists
will contest the play-offs for the
two remaining direct spots allo-
cated to the AFC for the World
Cup. The two play-off losers
will have another chance of
qualifying for Brazil via the
play-off tournament.

Grace Dangmei is the high-
est-capped player and top-scorer
in India's squad with 23 goals in
91 appearances. Anju Tamang
is the senior-most player at 30
years of age. Just like in the
2022 edition squad, the 20-year-
old Shilky Devi Hemam is the
youngest in the Indian squad.

prestigious tournament like
the Pro League. While we will
certainly miss Harmanpreet's
presence on the pitch, his
absence provides a valuable
opportunity for the rest of
the group to step up and take
charge," said Hardik.

"As a team, we have reviewed
our recent matches, learned our
lessons, and are entering Hobart
with a highly positive and ag-
gressive mindset," asserted the
mid-field mainstay.

Rising stars such as Angad
Bir Singh, Araijeet Singh Hun-
dal, and Aditya Arjun Lalage
will also be eager to prove their
mettle in the forward line.

Sharing his thoughts on the
young additions to the squad,
Hardik said, "I am incredibly
excited about the new faces join-
ing us for this tour. Youngsters
bring very fresh, fearless energy
to our attacking lineup.

"They have worked exception-
ally hard to earn their spots, and
playing against top-tier teams
like Australia and Spain is the
perfect platform for them to ex-
press themselves.

"The entire group is moti-
vated to support them, execute
our plans, and play the brand of
hockey India is known for."

AUSTRALIA TOUR FIASCO
Pak govt revokes
Butt's 2-year ban

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lahore, Feb 20: The Pakistan
government Friday revoked
national hockey team skipper
Ammad Shakeel Butt's two-year
ban imposed by the national fed-
eration (PHF), terming the step
as "illegal and unconstitutional”.

Just before resigning from
his position as Pakistan Hock-
ey Federation president Thurs-
day, Tariq Bugti banned Butt
for two years for his criticism
of the PHF following the skip-
per's outburst against the mis-
management during the recent
Australia tour.

But patron-in-chief, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif-ap-
pointed interim president of the
PHF Muhuydin Ahmed Wani
reversed the decision, stating
it was an "illegal and unconsti-
tutional step" by Bugti.

Bugti had resigned Thurs-
day in the wake of a huge fall
out after the national side's re-
turn from Australia, where they
faced logistical nightmares and
had to stay in Airbnb residenc-
es despite the state-run Pakistan
Sports Board (PSB) releasing 10
million rupees to the PHF for
five-star hotel accomodation
of the team during its FIH Pro
League matches in Canberra.

A senior official of the In-
ter-Provincial Coordination
Ministry (which looks after all
sports related issues) confirmed
that Prime Minister Sharif had
immediately accepted Bugti's
resignation and appointed
Wani as ad-hoc president of
PHF and Brig Musratullah as
Director-General.

M ISL 2025-26

FC Goa edge past
Mohammedan SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Feb 20: FC Goa regis-
tered a comfortable 2-0 victory
over Mohammedan Sporting
Club to secure their first win of
Indian Super League 2025-26 sea-
son at the Kishore Bharti Kriran-
gan here Friday.

The victory provisionally lift-
ed FC Goa to the top of the table
with four points from two match-
es, while Mohammedan are yet
to score their first goal after two
games. Pol Moreno opened the
scoring in the fourth minute, and
their advantage was doubled in
the 32nd through a Dejan Drazic
penalty as The Gaurs went into
half-time with a 2-0 lead.

Pol Moreno was adjudged
the Player of the Match. FC
Goa struck early, as Moreno
powered a header past Subha-
jit Bhattacharjee, leaving the
Mohammedan goalkeeper with
no chance. The Gaurs scored
their second just before the wa-
ter break by winning a penalty.
Drazic stepped up and calmly
dispatched the resulting penalty.

Both sides made threatening
moves in the closing stages, but
could not apply the finishing
touches to convert those chances.
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