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PATANJALL, OdISIICT

Patanjali Research Foundation is one of
the best research institution in the world
where 2,500 scientists and medical
practitioners are working. Following more
than 7,000 research protocols, we have
published more than 500 research papers
in international journals and have given a
new direction to the global medical
system.

PROSPERITY FOR CHARITY
Working with the spirit of healing and
charity, at Patanjali, we view the country
as our family and create products for the
welfare of the people instead of making
profits. We invest 100% of our profits in
charity. Being an institution with the
motto ‘Prosperity for Charity’, it has
emerged as the epitome of nation's
- self-respect. We have invested crores of
. rupees in the service of Mother India with

a view to free it from the slave mindset in

the fields of education, medicine,

economy, ideology, and turn it into a
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Through the relentless efforts, austerity, and unwavering determination of Pujniya Swami Ramdev Ji and Acharya Shri Balkrishna Ji for over three decades, Patanjali has reached every household in India
and secured a place in the hearts of millions of countrymen. Patanjali has accomplished the historic task of bringing yoga and Ayurveda, once confined to caves and gurukuls, to the masses. Patanjali
strengthened the Swadeshi consciousness among the countrymen by producing medicines and daily essentials tailored to the needs and demands of the people. These efforts have generated nearly five
lakh direct and indirect employment opportunities, while the Swadeshi wave has reached over one crore outlets. We are grateful to nearly 1 billion Indians for their support and to over one crore workers for
their selfless service.

Swadeshi Pledge with Over 5,000 Products: Patanjali has made available to the countrymen more than 5,000 items of daily use, including animal feed, medicines, and other useful products. Along

with job creation, nearly one crore trained workers are dedicated to selfless and free-of-charge services to the countrymen. As a result of these continuous efforts and commitments, the Patanjali Group's
annual turnover has reached approximately 350,000 crore.

Prosperity for Charity: All profits earned by Patanjali Group are dedicated to Patanjali Gurukulam, Bharatiya Shiksha Board, Acharyakulam, Patanjali University and the Research Foundation which are
engaged in education, development of medicines, tree plantation, propagation of Sanatan Dharma, and the service of Mother India. 100% of the profits are thus invested in selfless charity and national
service. Pujniya Swami Ramdev Ji has pledged to continue serving Mother India with purity and integrity till his last breath as contribution to the creation of a healthy, prosperous, and glorious India. For
many years, Pujniya Acharya Balkrishna Ji has ranked among the top 2% of scientists and researchers in the world. His vision has led Patanjali to become a leading brand on the global map through science,
research, and Swadeshi innovation. Today, Patanjaliis India's leading institution serving yoga, Ayurveda, Swadeshi, and Sanatan Dharma.

The story of Patanjali becoming the country's biggest brand

MUKTAVATI MADHUNASHINI§ MADHUGRIT T . PEEDANIL
EXTRAPOWER VATI sg Agfe ol B ¢ ORTHOGR q |
EXTRAPONER 1§ 8\ 1 \ Lo P
e 3 £ Pt &am e K
ied and verified medicine from "‘“"N" g mzm o ' 60 \_{ 'f.i".'fii?‘iff nmmm::* \% ' P..E}# EE:;.;“ ‘%

For reversing high BP naturally Beneficial in reversing diabetes For Vata diseases, Arthritis, RA, CRP, AVN, ANA, HIA-B27 etc.
bl ! ki a :
SWASARI Il i 1 — ; PATANJALS, ! - izt 4
GOLD O — o — %2 ) 8 %Q Renog"t CHANDRAPRABHA VAT
¢ o -3 —— E\ Giloy Ghanvati /. ‘Q W L&
dﬁ L 3 Freire st % S %
e — ; '{ @ == A - e s "“%ﬁm ;x
o wi—%@ 2‘ [k . e Net Quantty: 80N Tﬂl‘
Research & evidence-based medicine for Bronchitis, Asthma, Cough & Cold  Best medicines for brain, nervous system and memory For reversing Kidney problems
ik e I |
LIVAMRITADVANCE E : - .
¢ P /r
W i§ PO
%’;g‘/) : «-..,...L"..—g
For reversing Fatty liver, Liver cirrhosis, Boycott chemical and animal-based products and embrace Nutrela Infallible medicine for Obesity ~ For Cholesterol For Thyroid
and Hepatitis etc natural organic protein, vitamins, and Omega etc.
523 | T - ; Subscribe
Do visit the nearby Patanjali Chikitsalay for medical consultation. Patanjali Samriddhi Card T e
Search Google to locate 5,000 Patanjali Exclusive Stores. to avail yourself of discounts at press s
, exclusive Patanjali stores, =
call 1800 296 1111 comfortably from your home to get solved all your problems for free. W\ F e insurancejof b e =
Call 8954 555 999 to know about whole range of Patanjali services. ORDER ME Contact nearest Patanjali store | 2601 x00x Xxxx XXX
To place online order for Patanjali products, download OrderMe app. to become a card holder. =
PATANJALI To get permanent relief from all incurable diseases, come to Patanjali Wellness once for Patanjali products are available at nearly 1 crore stores.
Wel I n GSS 7-day treatment incorporating Residential Yoga, Ayurveda and Panchakarma therapies etc. However, if any product is unavailable at a store, please ensure to

| @ Toih v &iibpaliired Contact for registration: 8954666111, 8954666222, 8954666333 place a demand with the shopkeeper. He will ensure its availability.

New JI PATANJALL,

PATANJALL,

TURMERIC ™
................ POWDER

o ndials | g
o an agricultural
country, hence, = -
best quality s
cattle feed and
. food supplements.

Patanjali Spices, Papad, Porridge, Candy, Murabba, Savory Snacks and Digestives

NOTE: Pﬂ»{[{lg PATANJALE, o TAL
Patanjali multi-grain g
flour and nearly 1,000
special products are
available only at

our exclusive stores.

Patanjali range of Flour and Rice

[e] PATANJALJ o _'wv_"“”“
o e JJ{ = —
PATAN]AU _ca@i x 4 i a PATAN]/?!_L‘ O] I’ATAN];A% O]
— SRo= % : | 1 2 : { 3 > ‘ [
CORN JiE YD gt o0l TR R ey o) i s ¥ 1V  VANEL Pttt
FLAKES © BaC0e oo Sl - ‘ - | D - A e N
oo S P s TANJALL ©

Mlxed Frul!*& e

CHILLI

i 1 N t‘ 3 PATANJALI®
= nnan'nu e Patanjali Roghan
! sn:l(nn, ’ sy Badam Shirin g
| Ree™¥ 0 graar ares® | and Badam Pak
“ww | | BADAM PAK ' gre hest for
age’ \| ¢ 3 Migraine pain
and brain.

G ulnb _‘famlm

s ‘ e I‘\IAN]AII'I T%
S e J

PREMIUM WHITESTICKS DW\NT
()ll(l |
K S

Bhimsen

HOOP a(%//m/m

Golden

I

Mahakosh, Sunrich, and Country's no. 1 Palm oil brand, Ruchi Gold. 100% pure bamboo-less Agarbattis, Bhimseni Camphor, Pure Sesame Oil and
Also Nutrela range of oils. Hawan Samagri to help you in praying your chosen God.

= S Lot s s



@ HERE. NOW

India-EU trade deal

European Union and India plan to
grant each other “Most Favoured
Nation” status after their trade
deal takes effect

BUSINESS | P9

Do-or-die match

=, 4.1 Batting in check but cracks remain
%] in India’s bowling armour as they

& take on an explosive West Indies in
N a virtual quarterfinal of T20 WC

SPORTS | BACK PAGE

Al summit protest

Delhi court issues stay on bail
.| !,«,j granted to IYC president Uday
.7 | & Bhanu Chib in connection with
protest at India Al Impact Summit

NATIONAL | P6

Rani’s confidence

Actor Rani Mukherjee
says audiences are now
receptive to female-led
narratives

LEISURE | P8

The joint US-Israeli assault on
Iran marks a perilous escalation
that could redraw the Middle
East’s fragile geopolitical bal-
ance. The strikes, justified by
US and Israel as pre-emptive
and liberating, risk igniting a
wider regional war. Tehran’s
missile retaliation, threats to US
bases in the region, and disrup-
tions near the Strait of Hormuz
underscore the global stakes,
from oil markets to civilian
lives. With reported deaths, in-
cluding at a school, the rhetoric
of regime change rings hollow
against mounting human costs

REUTERS

Tel Aviv/Dubai, Feb 28:
The United States and Israel
carried out military strikes
on Iran Saturday, targeting
its top leaders and plunging
the Middle East into a conflict
that President Donald Trump
said would end a security
threat to the US and give Ira-
nians a chance to topple their
rulers.

Tehran  responded by
launching missiles at Israel
and called the strikes against
it unprovoked and illegal. Ex-
plosions also rang out in near-
by oil-producing Gulf Arab
countries, which said they had
intercepted missiles after Teh-
ran warned it would strike the
region if it was attacked.

The first wave of strikes in
what the Pentagon named “OP-
ERATION EPIC FURY” main-
ly targeted Iranian officials, a
source familiar with the mat-

- ter said, two days after indirect
talks mediated by Oman failed
to produce a breakthrough on
Iran’s nuclear programme.

An Israeli official said Irani-

J&K clinch maiden
Ranji Trophy title
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WEST ASIA ON BOIL: People watch as smoke rises on the skyline after an explosion in Tehran, Saturday

an Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei and President
Masoud Pezeshkian were both
targeted but the result of the
strikes was not clear.

An Iranian source close to
the establishment said several
senior commanders in Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards and po-
litical officials had been killed.
Forty people were killed in an
Israeli airstrike on a school,
state media said.

In a video message published

on social media, Trump said the
“massive” operation was in-
tended to ensure Tehran does
not obtain a nuclear weapon
and aimed at “eliminating im-
minent threats from the Irani-
an regime”.

He urged Iranians to stay
sheltered because “bombs will
be dropping everywhere”. But
he added: “When we are fin-
ished, take over your govern-
ment. It will be yours to take.
This will be probably your

NIT STUDENT KILLED AS
DUMPER HITS SCOOTER

POST NEWS NETWORK

Hubballi, Feb 28: Jammu and
Kashmir scripted an extraordi-
nary tale of resilience in Indian
domestic cricket to claim their
maiden Ranji Trophy title by
out-batting traditional heavy-
weights Karnataka here Satur-
day, capping a glorious season
that saw them tackle favourites
and fellow upstarts with equal
tact and confidence.

The bald facts will tell that
Jammu and Kashmir held the
eight-time former champions to
a draw punctuated by a 291-run
first innings lead to lock the
crown, an advantage they ex-
tended to 633 runs after scoring
342/4 in their second innings on
the fifth and final day here.

Opener Qamran Igbal’s sec-
ond first-class hundred (160 not
out) and Sahil Lotra’s maiden
first-class ton (101 not out)
added sheen to the historical
occasion.

But the day was always
meant to be more than just cold
numbers, it was meant to tell
the story of determination and
the power of a dream that was
more than six decades in the
making. MORE BACK PAGE
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We attacked
Iran in pursuit
of peace

Bonai, Feb 28: A student
of the National Institute of
Technology (NIT) in Rourke-
la was killed while a girl stu-
dent riding pillion sustained
critical injuries after a speed-
ing dumper coming on the
wrong side hit their scooter
from front at Samardari Ch-
hak on National Highway-143
under Lahunipada police lim-
its in Sundargarh district
Saturday.

The deceased was identified
as Kartikeyan Senthil Krish-
nan, 19, a second-year student
of Electronics and Telecom-
munication. The critically
injured girl was identified
as Basanti Kartik Narayan,
19, a second year student of

Biotech. Both are natives of
Tamil Nadu.

Six girl students and 10 boy
students from NIT, Rourkela,
were on their way to Khan-
dadhar waterfall on rented
scooters. Near Samardari Ch-
hak on National Highway-143,
a dumper bearing registration
number OD 14 AH-2215, com-
ing on the wrong side, hit a
scooter. The rider Kartikeyan
died on the spot, while Basanti
sustained critical injuries.

Police shifted the critical-
ly injured girl by ambulance
to Lahunipada hospital and
later shifted her to Rourkela.
Police seized the dumper and
the scooter from the spot and
launched an investigation.
The body has been sent for
post-mortem.

IRANIAN MISSILES
SHAKE GULF CITIES

DUBAI: Iran fired missiles at several
Arab Gulf cities Saturday, causing
waves of blasts, shaking windows
and sending people rushing for cover
in rare and potentially far-reaching
attacks on a region that prides itself
on its security. Kuwait, Qatar, the
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain, all
of which have a US military presence,
said they had intercepted Iranian
missiles after Tehran vowed to retali-
ate for US and Israeli strikes on Iran.
Jordan also intercepted missiles.
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only chance for generations.”

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said the
joint US-Israeli attack “will
create the conditions for the
brave Iranian people to take
their destiny into their own
hands” and “remove the yoke
of tyranny”.

More than 200 people have
been killed across Iran by Is-
rael-US strikes, Iran’s state
TV reported, citing the Red
Crescent. MORE P7
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Santrupt, Datteswar
BJD’s RS candidates

CONGRESS TO SUPPORT DATTESWAR
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Datteswar Hota

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 28: BJD
president Naveen Patnaik Sat-
urday announced senior party
leader Dr Santrupt Misra and
doctor Datteswar Hota as its
candidates for the upcoming Ra-
jya Sabha polls. The Congress
has announced its support to Dr
Hota’s candidature.

Misra had unsuccessfully
contested the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections from Cuttack and
presently works as the political
secretary to Patnaik, while Hota
is an eminent urologist.

“For the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions, our party has decided to
nominate two candidates. The
first is Dr Santrupt Misra, a se-
nior member of our party. The
other person, who is a common
candidate, is Datteswar Hota, a
renowned doctor from Odisha,”
the BJD chief told reporters.

The Rajya Sabha elections
are scheduled March 16.

Patnaik said Hota is the first
vice-chancellor of the Odisha
Health University and also

CM launches HPV vaccination drive

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 28: As
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated a nationwide vac-
cination campaign to prevent
Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
infection in Rajasthan’s Ajmer
Saturday, Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi launched the
statewide vaccination drive at a
function at Krushi Bhawan here.

Speaking at the state-level
function, the CM said that the
Prime Minister has been making
continuous efforts to strengthen
and expand disease prevention
and healthcare services across
the country. “This HPV vaccina-
tion is a landmark step towards
safeguarding the health and fu-
ture of our girls,” he said.

Majhi added that the ‘CM Can-
cer Treatment Programme’ has
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Majhi dedicates 28
new ambulances to
strengthen emergency
healthcare services

been announced in the 2026-27
Budget to combat cancer. “Un-
der this programme, extensive
community awareness initia-
tives, village-level screenings,
and mobile camps will be organ-
ised, and arrangements will be

made for early treatment,” he
said, adding that 121 cancer treat-
ment packages are also being in-
troduced specifically for Odisha
under Ayushman Bharat and the
Gopabandhu Jan Arogya Yojana.

On the occasion, the CM ded-
icated 28 new ambulances to
strengthen emergency health-
care services in the state. Ear-
lier, 400 ambulances had been
dedicated in two phases. With
the addition of these new vehi-
cles, a total of 428 ambulances
are now available for the state’s
emergency healthcare services.

“These new ambulances will
further reinforce the healthcare
system by providing prompt
emergency services to the people
of Odisha,” Majhi said.

As part of this campaign, 3.36
lakh girls aged between 14 and 15
in Odisha will be vaccinated.

Climate induced facelift for Michelangelo masterpiece

ichelangelo’s famous
MThe Last Judgment
fresco in the Sistine

Chapel is getting its biggest
facelift in more than three de-
cades to remove a light whitish
residue left by sweaty visitors.
The restoration of the 16th
century masterpiece in the Vat-
ican is aimed at bringing back
to light the vibrant colours
of the work, which measures
nearly 14 metres (46 feet) high.
Visitors will still be able
to access the Sistine Chapel
during the restoration but the
fresco is obscured by a large
scaffolding covered with a re-
production of the work.
Vatican Museums director
Barbara Jatta described the veil
being removed as “a bit like a
cataract,” during a press tour
Saturday of the project, due to
be completed before Easter. The
Vatican said the substance was
“invisible to the naked eye.”

The fresco is being dabbed
with distilled water through a
layer of Japanese paper to re-
move the sub substance, iden-
tified as calcium lactate.

“Transpiration has increased
in recent years because of cli-
mate change. Due to transpi-
ration we produce lactic acid...
which becomes calcium lac-
tate,” Fabio Morresi, head of
scientific research at the Vat-
ican Museums, told reporters.

Vatican Museums staff said
measures had already been
taken to reduce the number of
visitors present at any one time
in the Sistine Chapel, which is
also the place where cardinals
meet in closed-door conclaves
to elect new popes.

Morresi described the dif-
ference in the fresco before
and after the treatment as like
“two different worlds” and said
working on the masterpiece
was an “emotional” process.

was completed between 1536
and 1541, is the centrepiece of
the Sistine Chapel, located just
behind the altar. Then pope
Paul ITI was said to have been so
impressed by the work that he

fell on his knees and asked for
forgiveness when he first saw it.
It covers an area of 180 square
metres and has 391 figures.
The many nude and semi-
nude figures in the painting
caused scandal and many were

covered up with cloths painted
over the original following Mi-
chelangelo’s death.

Some of the painted cloths
were removed in 1994 during
the last major restoration.

The current project is being
sponsored by US donors.

The Sistine Chapel is being
restored by section in a major
overhaul that started in 2010.

Work is normally carried
out when the Sistine Chapel
is closed to visitors and with-
out the need for scaffolding
but Vatican Museums officials
said this was not possible for
The Last Judgment because of
the scale of the work.

Morresi said the restoration
felt personal for him because
he was hired in 1988 when the
last major facelift of the Sistine
Chapel was just starting and he
is now nearly at retirement age.
“It’'s marvellous... There’s a piece
of me in here,” he said. AFP

Santrupt Misra

served as the principal of the
SCB Medical College in Cuttack.

“Since he (Dr Hota) is a com-
mon candidate, I appeal to all the
parties to support him and send
him to the Rajya Sabha,” the
Leader of the Opposition said.

Odisha Pradesh Congress
Committee (OPCC) president
Bhakta Charan Das, who is now
in Delhi, appreciated Patnaik’s
decision to field Hota as a “com-
mon candidate.”

“Naveen Babu has taken a
very important decision by
fielding Dr Hota as a common
candidate. We will support his
candidature to prevent possible
horse-trading as planned by the
ruling BJP. There is no difficulty
in supporting the common candi-
date,” Das claimed while talking
to anews channel.

However, the OPCC chief also
said that Hota is not a “common
candidate” as his candidature
was not jointly announced by
both the parties.

Replying to a question, Pat-
naik said he is hopeful of the
victory of both candidates.

Bengal: Post-SIR
electoral rolls out;
over 63L deleted

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Feb 28: Over 63 lakh
names were deleted from the
pre-SIR electoral rolls in West
Bengal, resulting in the revised
total electorate of a little over
7.04 crore, Chief Electoral Offi-
cer Manoj Kumar Agarwal said
Saturday.

The voter count exceeded
7.66 crore in the state before
the commencement of the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) of
the electoral rolls in November
last year.

According to the draft elec-
toral rolls published in De-
cember after the enumeration
phase of the revision exer-
cise, the size of the electorate
shrank to around 7.08 crore,
down by over 58 lakh from the
pre-SIR rolls.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Agarwal said the
exercise led to the “deletion
of 5.46 lakh electors through
Form 7 after due verification”,
and “inclusion of 1.82 lakh new
voters through Form 6 and
Form 6A”.

An additional 6,671 voters
were added through Form 8
for shifting within the state,
he said.

Form 6 is used for inclusion,
and Form 6A for inclusion of
overseas electors, as per the
Election Commission. Form
8 is for electors who shifted
from outside a state or within
a state, and Form 7 for deletion.

The revision exercise, car-
ried out in lines with directives
of the Election Commission and
orders of the Supreme Court,
resulted in the revised elector-
ate of a little over 7.04 crore in
the state, the CEO said.

Of the revised 7.04 crore
electorate, over 3.60 crore are
men, 3.44 crore women and
1,382 belong to the third gen-
der, he said.
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ECoR to run 132 Holi

150 additional trains originating from various parts
of the country to pass through ECoR jurisdiction

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 28: To fa-
cilitate smooth and comfortable
travel during the upcoming Ho-
li festival, East Coast Railway
(ECoR) will be operating 132
Holi special trains from its ju-
risdiction, officials said.

In addition, 150 more Holi
special trains originating from
various parts of the country
will pass through ECoR sta-
tion jurisdiction, significant-
ly enhancing travel capacity,
they added.

Every year, passenger move-
ment increases substantially
during Holi as people travel to
home to celebrate with their
families. Keeping this in view,
the special trains will operate
from the last week of February
till the end of March 2026 on

Man held for
food stall theft

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 28: Infoci-
ty police has arrested a 42-year-
old man in connection with the
theft of a movable food stall and
two gas cylinders from the In-
focity area here and recovered
the stolen items, police said
Saturday.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Amiya Ranjan Natha
(42), a resident of the City.

According to police, the case
was registered on the basis of
a written complaint lodged by
Pintu Das. He stated that he had

_been operating a movable food
stall near Khao Gali under In-
focity police limits when, Feb-
ruary 24, some unidentified
miscreants allegedly stole the
stall along with two gas cylin-
ders and other materials.

After failing to trace the
stolen items despite extensive
searches, the complainant ap-
proached the police.

T P
e :

During the investigation, po-
lice received credible informa-
tion and conducted a raid near
Infocity Square, apprehending
Natha. A Tata Ace vehicle,
along with the stolen movable
food stall, two gas cylinders
and other materials, was seized
from his possession.

During interrogation, the
accused allegedly confessed to
committing the theft with an
associate. Natha was produced
before the court, and further in-
vestigation is underway.

CLASSIFIED

I, JYOTSNA RANI
SAHOO, W/o- Pritish
Chandra Sahoo,
resident of At-
Khannagar, Nuasahi,
P.O.- A.D Market,

P.S.- Badambadi,
Dist.- Cuttack- 753012,
Odisha declare by this
affidavit No.- 1680,
dated 26.02.2026. That
now onwards I shall be
known as JYOSTNA
RANI SAHOO for all
future purposes.

several high demand routes.

Major originating special
train routes from ECoR in-
cludes Bhubaneswar — Yesvant-
pur, Bhubaneswar — Dhanbad,
Sambalpur - Erode and Puri —
Patna. From Visakhapatnam,
special trains are being oper-
ated towards Tirupati, Shali-
mar, Cherlapalli and SMVT
Bengaluru.

Routes such as Bhu-
baneswar-Yesvantpur, Vi-
sakhapatnam-Tirupati, Vi-
sakhapatnam-Shalimar, Vi-
sakhapatnam-SMVT Bengalu-
ru, Bhubaneswar-Dhanbad and
Puri-Patna are witnessing par-
ticularly heavy demand during
the festival period.

Apart from the trains origi-
nating from ECoR, around 150
Holi special trains from major
cities including Ernakulam,

downtown

spl trains |pnovation fest, lab demos mark the day

Barauni, Delhi, Patna, Bhu-
saval, Muzaffarpur, Santraga-
chi, Thiruvananthapuram,
Naharlagun, Tata, Bengaluru,
Gomati Nagar, Chennai and
Kolkata will pass through
various stations under ECoR
jurisdiction, further augment-
ing connectivity and passenger
convenience.

Comprehensive arrange-
ments have been made at major
stations under ECoR jurisdic-
tion to effectively manage the
festive rush.

Dedicated holding areas have
been earmarked at important
stations such as Bhubaneswar,
Puri, Sambalpur, Brahmapur
and Visakhapatnam to regu-
late passenger flow. Queuing
arrangements with proper bar-
ricading have been planned to
facilitate orderly boarding of
special trains.

Additional Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF) personnel
and commercial staff have
been deployed at key stations to
guide passengers and maintain
discipline. Continuous public
announcements will keep pas-
sengers informed about train
arrivals and platform numbers,
among others.

Passengers are advised to
check detailed schedules,
timings, stoppages and seat
availability through official
railway enquiry systems and
the website of Indian Rail-
way Catering and Tourism
Corporation before planning
their journey.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 28: Na-
tional Science Day was cele-
brated across the state Satur-
day, with major events at the
Regional Science Centre (RSC)
and BRIC-Institute of Life Sci-
ences (ILS) in Bhubaneswar,
promoting innovation and sci-
entific awareness among stu-
dents and young researchers.

At the RSC, the occasion
featured ‘Innovation Festi-
val-2026’, organised in collabo-
ration with the National Inno-
vation Foundation-India under
the theme ‘Global Science for
Global Wellbeing’. The festival
commemorated the discovery
of the Raman Effect by Nobel
laureate CV Raman in 1928 and
sought to encourage grassroots
innovation, startups and scien-
tific temper.

The festival, co-partnered

NATIONAL

by Startup Odisha and the
Bhubaneswar City Knowledge
Innovation Cluster Founda-
tion, featured over 100 projects
from schools, universities,
startups, incubation centres
and independent innovators

across the state. Participants
presented working models,
prototypes, research ideas and
community-based technological
solutions under four categories
— Individual, Innovators, Incu-
bators and Institutional.

Visually impaired students’ innovative science prOJects

Cuttack: Marking the day, Vision Empower Trust organised

Science Fair at School for the Blind, CDA Sector-10, IIC
Complex here Saturday as part of its week-long Science
Week celebrations. Visually impaired students presenteda \y
range of innovative science projects, demonstrating their
understanding of scientific concepts through interactive
models and explanations. The participants confidently

described their projects and responded to questions from
visitors and judges, reflecting their growing engagement with STEM education. District Science supervisor
Sagarika Rout inaugurated the programme as chief guest, appreciated the efforts of the students and lauded
the initiative for promoting inclusive science education. Teachers of the host school were present and actively
encouraged the participants. Students from other schools also attended the fair, making the event more vibrant
and collaborative. As part of National Science Day celebrations, the trust is organising science fairs in 27 schools
for the visually impaired across the state from February 21 to 28.
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MBA protests Tribunal
visit, seeks interim order
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Feb 28: Member of
Mahanadi Bachao Andolan
(MBA) staged a satyagraha at
Gadagadia Ghat here Saturday,
protesting the ongoing visit of
the Mahanadi Water Disputes
Tribunal to Odisha and de-
manding an interim order to
safeguard the state’s water re-
quirements.

The protest, led by MBA
convener Sudarshan Das, wit-
nessed participation of social
activists, farmers, artists, polit-
ical leaders and local residents.
Former MLA Mohammed Mo-
quim also joined the demon-
stration and urged that the
movement be intensified from
the grassroots to the national
capital to draw the attention of
the Centre to the dispute, which
he termed a matter of survival
for Odisha.

Barabati-Cuttack MLA Sofia
Firdous, who is also a member
of the government-formed com-

s Mahanadi Tribunal coming to Odisha for Picnic?

mittee for an amicable settle-
ment of the dispute, said she
had not been informed about
the Tribunal’s visit. She reit-
erated that ensuring adequate
water flow in the Mahanadi
— considered the lifeline of
Odisha — would be raised in
the Assembly and urged peo-
ple to strengthen democratic
protests.

The outfit alleged that the
Tribunal’s visit from February
26 to March 2 included stops at
several tourist destinations
apart from the Hirakud Dam,
and questioned the need for
luxury accommodation despite
the availability of government
guest houses. The MBA de-
manded transparency in pub-
lic expenditure, claiming that
nearly %5 crore had been spent
during the Tribunal’s previous
visit in 2023.

The organisation demanded
an interim order directing Ch-
hattisgarh to release adequate
water to the Hirakud reservoir

Is Mahanadi Tribunal

SANTAIES 2IPaNE DR RORSF

coming

and downstream areas during
the non-monsoon season to
safeguard Odisha’s irrigation
and drinking water needs. It
also urged authorities to pre-
vent any obstruction of river
flow near the Kalma Barrage.

Artist Rabi Rath voiced con-
cern over the condition of the
Mahanadi and proposed aware-
ness drives through paintings
and performances, adding that a
similar programme would soon
be organised in Bhubaneswar.

MBA spokesperson Prasanna
Bishoi said satyagrahas and
awareness campaigns would be
held across Odisha, including
in Bhubaneswar, Jharsuguda,
Sambalpur, Sonepur, Paradip,
Banki and Konark, in the com-
ing days.

Similar protests were re-
ported from Jharsuguda under
farmer leaders Biranchi Sahu
and Gopinath Majhi, Athmal-
lik under Congress leader
Subash Pradhan, Sonepur and
other districts.

Workshops on startup devel-
opment, intellectual property
rights, patent awareness, fund-
ing avenues and mentorship
were also held. Students and
visitors participated in science
quizzes, live demonstrations,
idea-pitching sessions and
hands-on activities to foster
curiosity and creativity.

The inaugural ceremony was
attended by Software Tech-
nology Parks of India (STPI),
Bhubaneswar Director Manas
Ranjan Panda, along with en-
trepreneurs, academicians and
industry representatives.

Meanwhile, BRIC-Institute
of Life Sciences (ILS) observed
the day at six locations, with
the main programme at its
Bhubaneswar campus and
parallel outreach events in
colleges and universities
at Jagatsinghpur, Koraput,
Nuapada, Bolangir and Ga-
japati. Students and teachers
participated in lectures, lab
demonstrations, exhibitions
and competitions such as quiz,
essay, sketch, infographic and
video-making.

Addressing the gathering,
ILS Director Debasis Dash un-
derscored this year’s theme,
‘Women in Science: Catalysing
Viksit Bharat,” and said India’s
journey towards becoming a
developed nation hinges on in-
novation and leadership, par-
ticularly by women scientists
in biotechnology, genomics and
medical research.

CGU celebrates 6th Foundatlon Day

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 28: CV Ra-
man Global University (CGU),
Bhubaneswar, celebrated its
sixth Foundation Day with
enthusiasm in the presence of
distinguished guests, faculty
and staff.

Renowned chartered accoun-
tant Sarat Chandra Bhadra at-
tended the event as chief guest
and lauded the university’s
growth and achievements.

Founder and President San-
jib Kumar Rout highlighted
the importance of health and
well-being, urging faculty
and staff members to priori-
tise their physical and mental
wellness. On this occasion, out-
standing employees were felic-
itated in recognition of their

dedication and contribution to
the institution.

Vice President Shailja Rout,
in her address, emphasised the
need to accelerate innovation
and patent filing activities. She
encouraged faculty members
to actively engage in research
projects and initiatives that
promote innovation and con-
tribute to academic excellence.

Sachindra Kumar Rout from
the Mechanical Engineering
Department was honoured for
his research project achieve-
ments. Tanmaya Badapanda
(Physics), Ganeswar Mahanta

WELCOMES YOU TO THE

(Mathematics), Debendra Mud-
uli (Computer Science and En-
gineering), and Hillol Joardar
and Arka Ghosh (Mechanical
Engineering) were also rec-
ognised for their significant
contributions to research pub-
lications.
Pro-Vice-Chancellor Prof
Guda Sridevi reflected on the
University’s various mile-
stones and achievements. She
remarked that challenges are
opportunities and emphasised
the collective responsibility to
build a university that not only
adapts to change but leads it.

DOLA PROCESSION: People carry ‘blmanas decorated palanquins of Lord Krlshna and his dlvme consort Radha, during
the Dola Yatra festival, marking the beginning of Holi festival, at a village on the outskirts of Bhubaneswar, Saturday

Call for grassroots push to empower Tribals

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 28: The
three-day National Consulta-
tion on Tribal Empowerment,
organised by ActionAid at
the IMAGE Conference Hall
here and concluding March 1,
brought together activists, com-
munity leaders and policymak-
ers to deliberate on strengthen-
ing tribal rights and grassroots
participation.

Participants = emphasised
that laws alone cannot guaran-
tee empowerment and stressed
the need for active community
engagement to ensure effective
implementation on the ground.

Addressing the gathering vir-
tually, Union Minister of Tribal
Affairs Jual Oram congratulat-
ed the organisers and said he
had known the Adivasi Janjati
Adhikar Manch, nurtured by
ActionAid India, for its over two
decades of work on tribal rights.
“I wish their efforts all the best
and look forward to working
with them for advancing the

rights of the most vulnerable
tribal groups in India,” he said.

Community leaders shared
challenges and recommenda-
tions with Minister Oram, call-
ing for stronger gram sabhas,
enhanced scholarships and cash
transfers for Adivasi children,
and the creation of a national
forum for Adivasis to raise con-
cerns annually.

Over 150 leaders participated,
representing 19 states and near-
ly 50 tribal communities — from
the hills of the Northeast to cen-
tral Indian forests, deserts and
coastal regions. These included
Bhil, Garasiya, Gond, Kandha,
Khasi, Munda, Oraon and Van
Gujjar communities, as well as
around 15 Particularly Vulner-

able Tribal Groups such as Bon-
da, Kolcha, Korva, Kotwalia,
Paudi Bhuyan, Sabar, Sahariya
and Thoti.

Participants, many lead-
ing grassroots movements for
self-governance and justice,
engaged in three days of collec-
tive reflection and planning for
future action.

Discussions reviewed the
progress of the Forest Rights
Act, noting that the promise of
jal, jungle, jameen continues to
face bureaucratic delays, reject-
ed claims, shrinking land titles
and the expanding footprint of
mining, dams and conservation
projects. Community Forest
Rights remain weakly imple-
mented, forest villages unreg-

ularised, and Particularly Vul-
nerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)
continue to face stringent doc-
umentation barriers to prove
their identity and entitlements.

Speakers also highlighted the
central yet often overlooked role
of Adivasi women — as guard-
ians of forests, custodians of
seeds and primary sustainers
of families — whose labour
remains largely invisible and
undervalued.

Executive Director of Action-
Aid, Sandeep Chachra, referred
to the Pradhan Mantri Janjati
Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan
(PM-JANMAN), launched on
Janjatiya Gaurav Divas on No-
vember 15, 2023, and urged par-
ticipants to ensure its objectives
are realised on the ground.

Sion Kongari of ActionAid,
who has worked on tribal issues
for decades, said the Forest Rights
Act (FRA) completes 20 years
this year and described both the
FRA and PESA as constitutional
pillars of Adivasi empowerment
and environmental justice.
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Now, SIT to probe
hashish oil trade
racket in Koraput

AGENCIES

Koraput, Feb 28: The
Odisha Police Saturday
formed a Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) to probe
the illegal hashish oil trade
racket operating in Kora-
put district, where narcotic
drugs worth over 3225 crore
were seized two days earli-
er, an officer said.

The police arrested at
least six people, including
the alleged kingpin of an
interstate hashish oil syn-
dicate, within 30 hours of
conducting a high-risk raid
on a remote island in the
Jolaput Reservoir in Kora-
put, in what officials have
described as one of the most
significant narcotics crack-
downs in Odisha’s history.

The arrests followed the
dismantling of a sophisti-
cated, temporary hashish
oil manufacturing unit con-
cealed deep within dense for-
est under Padwa police lim-
its along the Odisha-Andhra
Pradesh border February 26.

The raid resulted in the
seizure of 1,800.5 litres of
hashish oil, valued at over
3225 crore, and 1,000 kg of
ganja worth around %5 crore.
Police seized a full-fledged
improvised laboratory set-
up, including a 28 KV gen-
erator, modified pressure
cookers fitted with custom
piping, metal connectors,
storage drums and about 80
litres of cleaning solvents.
While one accused was ap-
prehended at the spot, the
alleged mastermind and his
associates managed to slip
into the forest moments be-
fore police reached the unit.

“All ferry points and pos-
sible escape routes were
sealed. Continuous boat
patrolling was carried out
inside the reservoir. Six
ground teams conducted
grid searches and combing
operations, while drones
were deployed across mul-
tiple sectors to track move-
ment in the dense canopy,”
DIG (South-Western Range)
Kanwar Vishal Singh told
reporters. “This was a
well-structured syndicate
with technical expertise
and interstate linkages. By
dismantling the laboratory
and arresting the kingpin
within hours of the raid,
we have struck at the man-
ufacturing backbone of the
racket,” the DIG said.

He said an SIT has been
formed under the supervi-
sion of Koraput SP Rohit
Verma to monitor the in-
vestigation.
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HONING SKILLS: An NCC cadet takes a horse ride during Equestrian Camp 2026 at OUAT campus in Bhubaneswar, Saturday

AP cracker unit blast leaves 20 dead

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Vetlapalem (Andhra
Pradesh), Feb 28: As ma-
ny as 20 people, including
nine women, were Killed
and nine others critically
injured in the cracker unit
blast here in Kakinada
district Saturday, Andhra
Pradesh (AP) Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu said.
The CM ordered the suspen-
sion of four senior district of-
ficials for dereliction of duty
and said an inquiry will be
conducted into the incident
to fix responsibilities.

Earlier, Tourism Minis-
ter Kandula Durgesh and
senior officials said the
death toll was 21. The blast
occurred at 2 pm.

“It is painful and unfor-
tunate. I visited the blast
site. It is a heart-wrench-
ing incident. This incident
left 20 dead and nine are in
critical condition. A total of
31 victims were there. Most
of them belong to weaker
sections. As many as 12
victims were SCs and nine
were women. The govern-
ment has taken the incident

very seriously,” Naidu told
reporters after visiting the
injured at a hospital.

The CM announced an ex
gratia of 20 lakh to the kin
of the deceased. He also as-
sured that the government
will cover the medical ex-
penses for the in-
jured.

ments indicate that when-
ever they (the unit) get or-
ders they hire more people.
But they have not taken any
safety precautions,” he said,
adding that the factory has
avalid license.

Minister Durgesh said
this is the biggest
such blast in the

He also promised PM & CM state. Full details
housing facilities, CONDOLE, | are yet to come.
besides takingcare ' ANNOUNCE | There is no chance
of the education for that anyone would
the children of the EX GRATIA survive. Some peo-
affected families. ple are undergoing

The CM said the assets  treatment. “We cannot

of the perpetrators, who
played with the lives of peo-
ple by violating the rules,
will be seized and distrib-
uted to the victims.

“Preliminary  assess-

bring back lives. It has come
to my knowledge that there
was a lot of stock in the unit
(at the time of the blast). So,
even a minor accident may
turn into a major one as all

Confusion over ‘common candidate’

SUNIT MISHRA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 28:
Political activity has in-
tensified in Odisha ahead
of elections to four Rajya
Sabha seats from the state.
The BJD Saturday an-
nounced two candidates for
the Rajya Sabha, with party
president Naveen Patnaik
making the declaration.
Patnaik said the party has
decided to field two nomi-
nees -- Santrupt Misra for
the third seat and Dr. Dat-
teswar Hota for the fourth.
Patnaik described Hotaasa
“common candidate” and ap-
pealed to all political parties to
extend support to him. In re-
cent days, political observers
had speculated that the BJD
might extend direct or indirect
support to the BJP. However,
following the announcement
of two candidates, some have
termed the move a “master-
stroke” by Patnaik.
Reacting to the devel-
opment, Odisha Pradesh
Congress Committee pres-
ident Bhakta Charan Das
said the BJD had taken an
appropriate decision. He
informed reporters that the
Congress would support
Hota. Despite this, Patnaik’s
manner of announcing Ho-
taas a “common candidate”
has triggered a debate.

While stating that the BJD
would field two candidates,
he also referred to Hotaas a
consensus nominee, leading
to confusion.

As per Rajya Sabha elec-
tion rules, a candidate’s nom-
ination must be proposed
by at least 10 MLAs. If Hota
is indeed a “common candi-
date,” MLAs from the BJD,
Congress, CPI (M) and BJP
would need to jointly propose
his name. The BJP has not

the media that he had met
Naveen Monday. The ap-
parent contradiction in his
statements has triggered
speculation in political cir-
cles with observers viewing
it as part of a larger politi-
cal strategy. Das also chal-
lenged Patnaik’s claim of a
“common candidate.” He
said that a “common can-
didate” should be jointly
announced by both the par-
ties. At the same time, it is

RAJYA SABHA ELECTION

yet announced its decision.
Until the party declares its
stand or names a candidate,
it remains difficult to assess
the situation. If BJP extends
support, as Congress has in-
dicated, it would mark arare
political development not just
in Odisha but in the country,
as Patnaik’s proposal effec-
tively calls for BJD and BJP
backing the same nominee.
Bhakta Das Friday had
told reporters that he would
discuss the matter with the
party high command and
then make his position
clear. He also said he had
sought time to meet Patnaik
to discuss the Rajya Sabha
issue but had not received
any response. However,
after Patnaik’s Saturday
announcement, Das told

understood that discussions
have taken place between
the two parties regarding
Congress support for Dat-
teswar. According to sourc-
es, the understanding was
reached after top Congress
leaders Mallikarjun Kharge
and KC Venugopal recently
held talks with Patnaik over
the Rajya Sabha election.
In another development,
BJP’s state in-charge Vijayp-
al Singh Tomar has emerged
as a prominent leader after
the 2024 elections. Recent-
ly, BJP leaders referred
to two statements made
by Tomar. Speaking to re-
porters Thursday, Tomar
said the party’s candidate
would be announced either
later that night or by Friday.
A few days earlier, Tomar

and senior state minister
Prithiviraj Harichandan
had asserted that the BJP
would secure three of the
four Rajya Sabha seats.

Political observers note
that a senior minister and the
ruling party’s state in-charge
would not want their public
assertions to be proven wrong.
Ifthe BJP leadership stands by
its strong statements, it is like-
ly to field a third candidate.

However, the numbers
in the Assembly present a
complex picture. If the Con-
gress extends support to
BJD’s fourth candidate, the
combined opposition would
outnumber the ruling party.
Should the BJP field a third
nominee, much will depend
on how effectively both BJD
and Congress leadership
keep their legislators united
until the election concludes.

A Rajya Sabha candidate
requires 30 votes to win.
Based on current numbers,
BJP is certain to win two
seats and the BJD one. For
the fourth seat, the BJP would
have 22 surplus votes, the BJD
18, and Congress along with
the CPI (M) 15. If BJD, Con-
gress and CPI(M) join hands,
their combined tally would
reach 33. The BJP’s decision
on fielding a third candidate
is expected to clarify the polit-
ical equations further.

are explosive in nature,”
Durgesh told reporters.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said he was pained
by the explosion in the
firecracker manufacturing
unit. In a post on 'X', Modi
announced an ex gratia of
%2 lakh from PMNRF to the
next of kin of each deceased
while the injured would be
given %50,000.

“Pained by the loss of lives
in the explosion at a factory in
Kakinada district of Andhra
Pradesh. I extend my condo-
lences to those who lost their
loved ones. May the injured
recover soon,” Modi said.

The intensity of the
explosion at Vetlapalem
village in Samarlakota
mandal was so strong that
bodies were flung into
nearby paddy fields, a po-
lice official said.

Horrifying scenes played
out amid lush green paddy
fields as locals were seen
shifting bodies in 'baraka-
1u', sheets made of fertiliser
bags. Fire and smoke ema-
nated from the blast site,
even as ambulances rushed
to rescue the injured.

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

Hotter-than-normal
summer ahead; IMD

REUTERS

Mumbai, Feb 28: India
is set to experience a hot-
ter-than-normal summer
this year, with heatwave
days during March and May
expected to exceed the sea-
sonal average, the weather
office said Saturday.

In March, the first month
of the summer season,
minimum tempera- |
tures are likely
to remain above
average across
most areas, IMD
Director General
Mrutyunjay Mo-

hapatra said during S

a press conference.

In February, both max-
imum and minimum
temperatures were above
average, making it the
fifth-warmest February
since records began in 1901,
according to IMD data.

Winter crops such as
wheat, rapeseed, and
chickpeas are planted
from October to December
and require cold weather
conditions throughout
their growth cycle for op-

timal yields.

Above-average tempera-
tures in March could affect
the grain size of maturing
winter-sown crops, poten-
tially reducing yields, said
a Mumbai-based dealer
with a global trade house.

India, the world’s sec-
ond-largest wheat produc-
er and biggest importer of

edible oils, is counting on

- bumper 2026 crops

.. to export surplus
" wheat and cut
costly imports
of palm, soy and
sunflower oils.
3 “Above-normal
heatwave days are
expected over most
parts of the country during
March to May 2026,” said
Mohapatra.

These parts include west
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Hary-
ana, Punjab, southern and
eastern Maharashtra, east-
ern Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Gangetic West
Bengal, Odisha, Chhattis-
garh, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, and parts of north
Karnataka and north Tam-
il Nadu, he said.

Pak doing terrifically well: Trump

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Washington,
Feb 28: Amid escalating
tensions between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan, US
President Donald Trump
has said he gets along with
Pakistan very well and
that the country is doing
“terrifically well.”

“l would, but I get
along with Pakistan
very well, very,
very well. You
have a great
Prime Minis-
ter, you have
a great Gen-
eral there. You
have a great
leader, two of the
people that I really
respect a lot, and I think
that Pakistan is doing ter-
rifically well,” he said.

Trump was responding
to a question on Pakistan
waging an “open war”
against Afghanistan and
whether he would inter-
vene to stop the fighting.

Under Secretary of State
for Political Affairs Allison
Hooker said in a post on X
that she spoke with Paki-
stan Foreign Secretary
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Afghanistan’s
Taliban rulers had
said Friday they were
willing to negotiate
after Pakistan bombed
their forces in
major cities
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The United
States expressed
] support for

what it called
Pakistan's
“right to defend
itself” against
attacks from
Afghanistan's
Taliban rulers
after Islamabad
said earlier in
the day that the
neighbouring
countries were in
“open war”

Amna Baloch
to  “express
condolences
for lives lost
in the recent
conflict between
Pakistan and the
Taliban. We continue to
monitor the situation
closely and express sup-
port for Pakistan’s right
to defend itself against
Taliban attacks.”

The United States ex-
pressed support for what
it called Pakistan’s “right
to defend itself” against
attacks from Afghanistan’s
Taliban rulers after Islam-
abad said earlier in the
day that the neighbouring
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countries were in “open
war.”

Afghanistan’s Taliban
rulers had said Friday
they were willing to negoti-
ate after Pakistan bombed
their forces in major cities.

“The United States sup-
ports Pakistan’s right to
defend itself against at-
tacks from the Taliban,
a Specially Designated
Global Terrorist group,” a
State Department spokes-
person said in an emailed
statement.

Pakistan is a major
non-NATO ally of Wash-
ington. The US considers
the Afghan Taliban to be a
“terrorist” group.
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Spirituality is indeed the
master key of the Indian
mind; the sense of the
infinitive is native to it.

SRI AUROBINDO

Demographic Delusion

real news. One of the things we are agitated about, in our media

There are things that this nation is agitated about and there is

particularly, and in whatsapp groups, is demographic change
and love jihad and the rest of it. Data does not support our worries but
why should facts be relevant when we have conviction?

The News Minute published the latest set of numbers on conver-
sions in Kerala. Remember that this is the state whose high court, in
December 2009, announced it suspected a ‘plan to trap brilliant upper
caste Hindu and Christian girls from well-to-do-families’. This casual
remark, made by a judge who accepted that he had no evidence, began
the conspiracy theory of love jihad which remains with us today.

The News Minute collected conversion data from the state, whose
law requires that every conversion be recorded. The numbers from
2024 show that the state had a total of 963 conversions. Of these, 543
were women and 420 were men. The total number of individuals con-
verting to Hinduism were 365 (of whom 329 were previously Christian
and 36 previously Muslim). Converts to Islam were lower, at 343 (of
whom 276 were previously Hindu and 67 Christian). Converts to Chris-
tianity were 255 (of whom 234 were Hindu and 23 Muslim).

There is no love jihad or anything else going on in Kerala. The data
will not surprise those who have been following it for some time. In

my book ‘Our Hindu Rashtra’, which was
published a few years ago, I looked at the
numbers from the past.

On 7 March 2017, Malayalam Manora-
ma reported the research by a non-profit
organisation (Media Development and
Research Foundation, Kozhikode) which
showed 60 per cent of those who had con-
verted in Kerala between January 2011
and December 2017 chose to become Hin-
dus. Gazette records of changed names
showed that 8,334 people had converted
in the seven-year period, of whom 4,968
chose to become Hindu, of which the vast
majority, 4,756, were Christian and 212
Muslim. Of the total, the number of wom-
en was 2,244 and the men 2,724.

Of the 1,864 who became Muslim, 78 per
cent were previously Hindu, again with
men and women converts being rough-
ly equal. And of the 1,496 who became

_Christian, 95 per cent were Hindu, with
720 women and 776 men. Six individuals
chose to become Buddhist, of whom five
were Hindu, one was Christian and there
were a total of two women and four men.

A newspaper report in a couple of
years before that (‘Nearly 6,000 convert-

Aakar Patel

THERE IS NO
LOVE JIHAD OR
ANYTHING ELSE
GOING ON IN
KERALA. THE
DATA WILL NOT
SURPRISE THOSE
WHO HAVE BEEN
FOLLOWING IT
FOR SOME TIME

ed to Islam in Kerala in 5 years: Report’, 15 July 2016) quoted an ‘in-
telligence report’ filed by the police showing that 5,793 people had
converted between 2011 and 2015. Of these about half were men and
half women. Hindus converting were 4,719 with 1,074 being Christians.

There will be uncles in whatsapp groups heavily indoctrinated by the
government and the voices in their own head. They may dismiss this
as just being fake news. Such people should consider what happened
in the Lok Sabha on 4 February 2020. A question was asked by Benny

_Behanan, member of parliament representing Chalakudy in Thrissur.
He asked the Home Ministry to say whether it was aware of any cases
of love jihad and if so what were the details of this.

The ministry replied: ‘Article 25 of the Constitution provides for the
freedom to profess, practice and propagate religion subject to public
order, morality and health. Various courts have upheld this view in-
cluding the Kerala High Court. The term ‘Love Jihad’ is not defined
under the extant laws. No such case of ‘Love Jihad’ has been reported

by any of the central agencies.’

A question then arises. If love jihad is not a real thing and the gov-
ernment accepts that it is not a real thing and the data on conversions
shows it is not a real thing, then why is it being discussed at all, let
alone at the frenzy levels we associate it with?

There are two reasons for this in my opinion. The first is that the
real news is not favourable to the narrative of New India. If we were
to discuss how spectacularly incompetent the intelligence agencies
are, based on a recent case in which the United States has caught and
jailed an Indian citizen, the government would not be able to preen as
it does about national security. If it were to be discussed how a totally
false case was filed against a party and its chief minister jailed because
the BJP wanted to overthrow it, we would not be able to as confidently
tell the world we are the mother of democracy. And so the focus is on
other things and the government wants to keep the focus there. All

of that is one reason.

The other reason is that the narrative of Hindutva has become so
acceptable that even the facts do not do much to dent it. An outright
lie that is accepted as a lie by the government in the Lok Sabha is still
material enough for the BJP to have passed in seven states since 2018
laws that tackle this myth. This has become our reality.

The latest data will come as reassurance to those who know the
BJP project is misguided and damaging, and as a puzzle to those who
had bought the lie but are open to be swayed based on information
and analysis. But it will likely do nothing to shift the views of those
parts of the Hindutva base that have become enchanted by the voices
of conspiracy and doom permanently occupying their heads.

WISDOM CORNER

‘ When the whole world is silent, even one voice becomes

powerful.

MALALA YOUSAFZAI

“ I want you to panic. | want you to feel the fear I feel every

day. And then | want you to act.

GRETA THUNBURG

“ I cry when | see children lose their parents or become
homeless due to the dangers of disasters.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

M 1872: us President Ulysses S. Grant signed the act that established
Yellowstone National Park—widely considered the first national park

in the world.

LICYPRIYA KANGUJAM

Il 1919: Protesters in Seoul launched the March First Movement, a
series of demonstrations for Korean national independence from

Japan.

B 1994: Justin Bieber, a Canadian singer noted for his fresh-faced good
looks and catchy pop numbers, was born in London, Ontario.
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PROGRESS AMID WORRIES

Lekha Rattanani

REDUCTION AND
REPLACEMENT
HAVE ALREADY

BEEN SEEN IN
THE INDIAN

TECH INDUSTRY
WITH REPORTS
OF OVER 25,000
JOB LOSSES IN
2024 DOUBLING

IN 2025

he Al Impact Summit

2026 ended on Febru-

ary 20 in New Delhi

on a celebratory note.
That is, if you merely look at
the numbers, the people who
attended, and investment
pledges.

However, at the end of it,
the summit with its focus on
“bridging the global Al di-
vide” seems to be more about
what it did not address or say.
There are concerns, questions
and doubts, which have no
answers yet. What are the
implications of this disrup-
tive Al surge? It has already
taken jobs and will continue
to do so. What is the techno
imperialism, a new kind of
colonialism, that we may face
as big business drives the Al
push? That in the absence of
strong indigenous alternatives
and coupled with weak regula-
tory frameworks and weaker
policy implementation, there
is no brick wall against what
is coming.

Reduction and replacement
have already been seen in the
Indian tech industry with re-
ports of over 25,000 job losses
in 2024 doubling in 2025.

While the surge of Al is ex-
pected to cut deeper into the
job market, how will it affect
India’s vast software services in-
dustry, slated to reach $315 bil-
lion in revenues this financial
year? Software services have for
long helped position India as the
back office of the world.

The strongest words of
warning about where the
world is going have come from
leaders in the Al field. They
warn about job attrition on a
massive scale as Al automates
and even scenarios where Al
could take over our lives and
countries. Sam Altman, CEO
of OpenaAl, says that AT will
automate 30-40% of the tasks

Findings by Anthroplc have revealed that
advanced Al systems can resort to blackmailing
and threatening human users to achieve
assigned goals or ensure their survival

in the economy by 2030.Dario
Amodei, the co-founder and
CEO of Anthropic, one of the
fastest growing Al companies,
has predicted that AI will elim-
inate 50% of all entry-level
white-collar jobs within one to
five years. Amodei who says
that AI models are “substan-
tially smarter than almost all
humans at almost all tasks,”
has an interesting, if scary,
thought experiment: “Imagine
this is the year 2027. Imagine
that a new country appears
overnight, with fifty million
citizens, each smarter than
any Nobel Prize winner who
has ever lived. They think
a hundred times faster than
any human and can control
and operate anything with a
digital interface”. To a ques-
tion about what a national
security advisor would have
to say about such a situation,
Amodei replies that the an-
swer is obvious. This is “the
single most serious national
security threat we’ve faced in
a century, possibly ever.”
This is still a thought ex-
periment from Amodei. But
it could well be here given the
way Al is growing and now
creating even smarter forms
of itself. Matt Shumer CEO of
OthersideAl, which operates
under the brand Hyperwrite,

The silent guardian of coasts

Debasish Mahapatro

CONSERVATION
AND
RESTORATION
OF SEAGRASS
ECOSYSTEMS
ARE STRATEGIC
INVESTMENTS
RATHER

THAN PURELY
ENVIRONMENTAL
ACTIONS

idden beneath tran-
Hquil coastal waters
lies an ecosystem of

immense value—seagrass
meadows—quietly nurturing
marine life, stabilizing shore-
lines, sustaining fisheries, and
enhancing climate resilience,
yet remaining largely unno-
ticed and undervalued.

There could be no better time
than now to spark a global con-
versation on their significance,
conservation, and future.

Seagrasses are unique and
ecologically significant ma-
rine flowering plants that
have fully adapted to life be-
neath the sea and preferably
live in the bottom subsratum.
Unlike seaweeds, these are
true angiosperms with roots,
rhizomes, leaves, flowers, and
seeds. They inhabit shallow
coastal and estuarine waters
worldwide, forming underwa-
ter meadows that rank among
the most productive ecosys-
tems on Earth after coral reef
community and mangrove
ecosystems. Ecologically,
seagrasses function as foun-
dation species and ecosystem
engineers. Their extensive
root-rhizome networks sta-
bilize sediments, reduce tur-
bidity, and prevent coastal
erosion. Seagrass meadows
also enhance nutrient cycling
by trapping organic matter, fa-
cilitating microbial processes,
and regulating nitrogen and
phosphorus dynamics. They
act as natural biofilters, im-

proving water quality by ab-
sorbing excess nutrients and
certain contaminants, thereby
reducing the risk.

One of their most globally rec-
ognized roles is in blue carbon
sequestration. Seagrasses cap-
ture atmospheric carbon diox-
ide through photosynthesis and
store it both in plant biomass
and in underlying sediments for
centuries. From a biodiversity
perspective, seagrass beds pro-
vide essential nursery grounds
for commercially important
fish and shellfish species. Juve-
nile prawns, crabs, groupers,
snappers, and molluscs depend
on these habitats for shelter
and feeding. They also support
threatened megafauna such as
dugongs and sea turtles, which
directly graze on seagrass
leaves. Migratory birds use
shallow seagrass zones as feed-
ing grounds while fish and shell-
fishes use it for breeding and
nurshery ground especially in
lagoon systems. The structural
complexity of seagrass canopies
increases habitat heterogeneity,
promoting higher species rich-
ness compared to adjacent bare
substrates.

In India, seagrasses occur
along both the east and west
coasts, including lagoons, cor-
al reefs, and island systems.
Approximately sixteen spe-
cies across seven genera have
been documented nationally.
Significant diversity is found
in the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Lakshadweep, the

has been shaking the world
with his essay “Something
Big is Happening” and predic-
tions that this big something
is going to disrupt society
even more than the Covid
pandemic. Shumer voices a
worry about how Al has been
re-designing and re-making
itself. He marks February 05
as a kind of day of reckoning.
That was the day two AI mod-
els were released: GPT-5.3 Co-
dex from OpenAl and Opus 4.6
from Anthropic. What shook
Shumer the most was that
the GPT-5.3 Codex wasn’t just
executing instructions, it was
making intelligent decisions.

As Al rows, so do risks to
the world as we have known
it. “The Social Dilemma”, a
documentary that has brought
together several voices from
the tech world, a digital space
they helped curate and design,
speaks of the risks.These are
people who worked with or
lead teams in Microsoft, Goo-
gle, Instagram, Snapchat, etc.
From the engineer who de-
signed Facebook’s “Like” icon,
one of the most recognisable
symbols on the internet, to
those who fashioned the entire
digital world around us, they
voice a collective cautionary
warning. They have been a
part of the digital world and

Gulf of Mannar, Palk Bay, and
the Gulf of Kutch.

On the east coast, Chilika
Lagoon stands out as one of the
most important seagrass hab-
itats. This lagoon supports a
diverse assemblage of seagrass
species from the saline waters
of the lagoon such as Haloph-
ila ovalis, Halophila ovata,
Halophila beccarii, Halodule
pinnifolia, Halodule unin-
ervis, and Ruppia maritima.
Among them, Halophila ova-
lis and Halodule uninervis
are widely distributed and
form extensive. Areas such as
Rambha Bay, Nalabana Island,
Arakhkuda, and Magarmukh
are particularly known for
rich seagrass meadows and
associated faunal diversity
found in patches in shallow
areas. Similarly, the Haripur
Creek near Gopalpur along the
southern Odisha coast harbors
seagrass patches dominated
by Halophila and Halodule
species. Recently, Creek sea-
grgrass patch reappeared
during Covid pandemic. How-
ever, both Chilika Lagoon and
Haripur Creek seagrass eco-
systems face pressures from
anthropogenic sources and
natural climatic extremes.

Recognizing their global im-
portance, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted Res-
olution A/RES/76/265 in May
2022, officially designating 1
March as World Seagrass Day.
This observance highlights the
urgent need to raise awareness

have also watched it unfold
like everyone else. As Shum-
er puts it, the only difference
is that he and others in Al just
happen to be close enough to
feel the ground shake first.

Countries have responded.
China’s regulatory framework
for Al keeps strict State con-
trol in place to prevent social
disruption, creating a wall
against Al driven threats.
Some of the main measures
that China has taken include
mandatory algorithmic regis-
tration, content filtering, secu-
rity assessments for high-im-
pact models, stringent guide-
lines against Al manipulation.

The EU AI Act (Regulation
(EU) 2024/1689), which came
into being in August 2024, is
the first comprehensive legal
framework for Al establishing
rules for development, deploy-
ment, and use. These include
banning unacceptable Al prac-
tices, regulating high-risk sys-
tems, and requiring transpar-
ency for generative Al

The regulations include in-
nate responses to what earli-
er seemed unlikely or in the
realm of science fiction. There
is a darker side to Al it isnow
seen. Firms have established
that AI can manipulate, black-
mail and threaten. Findings
by Anthropic have revealed
that advanced Al systems can
resort to blackmailing and
threatening human users to
achieve assigned goals or en-
sure their survival.

As Al writes better versions
of itself and big business pow-
ers it to seek new frontiers
to occupy, will India re-skill
and re-arm to keep its inde-
pendence or run the risk of
becoming a digitised colony?

The writer is the
Managing Editor
of The Billion Press

and promote coordinated ac-
tion for conservation and res-
toration. Seagrasses contribute
directly or indirectly to numer-
ous Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), including those
related to climate action, life
below water, food security,
and sustainable communities.
Incorporating seagrass ecosys-
tems into Blue economy frame-
work seems vital.

The decline of seagrasses
carries profound socioeco-
nomic consequences. Coast-
al communities dependent
on small-scale fisheries rely
heavily on the productivity of
seagrass ecosystems. Habitat
degradation can diminish fish
stocks, threaten food security,
and weaken traditional live-
lihoods. Their loss increas-
es vulnerability to erosion,
flooding, and extreme weather
events, particularly in low-ly-
ing regions already at risk
from sea-level rise.

Therefore, conservation and
restoration of seagrass ecosys-
tems are strategic investments
rather than purely environ-
mental actions. Artificial trans-
plantation, habitat restoration,
and water quality management
can accelerate recovery where
natural regeneration is slow.
Awareness campaigns, school
outreach, and citizen science
initiatives can further strength-
en public understanding of sea-
grass benefits.

The writer is a marine
biologist. Views are personal.
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From horse’s mouth

Sir, The near dysfunctional state of our judicial system, that faces allegations
of corruption, mind boggling backlog of cases, lack of infrastructure, unquali-
fied judges, inefficiency in lower courts, colonial legacy and procedural delays,
nexus between judges and political bigwigs and persons with deep pockets, etc.
etc is an open secret. But perhaps the last nail on the coffin comes from a judge
of the Allahabad HC's Lucknow bench who has admitted to being “hungry, tired
and incapacitated” after hearing thirty cases in a day. The Honourable judge in
question, Justice Subhash Vidyarthi, was forced to reserve his verdict for the
following day, as he just did not have sufficient fuel in his tank, only literally
this time. Justice VR Krishna Iyer, a former judge of the Supreme Court of India
had, in the late seventies, warned that India’s justice delivery system was on
the verge of collapse owing to the weight of delays, corruption, and inefficiency.
Fifty years after this dire warning, things have gone from worse to worst. It is
high time the ruling dispensation shifted focus from building temples, fighting
elections, dividing society on religious grounds and blaming the Nehru-Gandhi
dispensation, to setting in order a crucial branch of the government. We have
witnessed the literal and metaphorical collapse of the judiciary before our very
eyes. Sad, shameful and concerning and distressing at the same time.

Kudos to DGCA

Avinash Godboley, DEWAS (MP)

Sir, The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)’s new rules
are a welcome breath of fresh air
for passengers. With a 48-hour has-
sle-free cancellation window, faster
refunds within 14 days, and easier
processes, air travel has become
more customer-friendly, transpar-
ent, and stress-free. These changes
empower travellers, restore trust in
airlines, and make flying truly ac-
cessible and fair. Kudos to DGCA for
prioritizing passenger rights. Such
reforms set benchmarks, encourage
accountability, reduce disputes, and
signal a humane aviation ecosystem
nationwide. Fly with ease, refund
in peace!

TS Karthik, CHENNAI
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Ganjam salt pans to turn history as
Centre moves to acquire 8,000 acres

DWARKA PRASAD PATNAIK, OP

Chhatrapur, Feb 28: In a ma-
jor push towards industrial
expansion in state, about 8,000
acres of the historic salt pans in
Ganjam district, including areas
in Humma and the Surala-Su-
mandi plains near the Bahuda
River, are set to be acquired by
the Central government.
According to reports, the
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways has finalised talks
with the Odisha government to
develop a new port near the Ba-
huda River with an investment
of more than 21,000 crore.
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi announced the in-
frastructure development under
the Sagarmala project during
the closing ceremony of this
year’s Gopalpur Beach Festival.
Approximately 6,200 acres of
salt pans have been identified
around the Surala-Sumandi
plains, and more than 1,400
acres of salt pan land in Humma
are slated for takeover by the
Central government. Sources
said financial transactions for
land acquisition have been com-
pleted, while the transfer of land
records is in its final stages.
The land near the Bahuda
River will be used to develop an
all-weather port, while the area
around Humma is expected to
host solar panel manufactur-

RAGGING ALLEGED
AT SCHOOL HOSTEL

Udala: Allegation of ragging
has surfaced at a government-
run school hostel in Mayurbhanj
district after a video of the incident
went viral, raising concerns about

the safety of boarders.The incident
reportedly took place at the hostel
of PM SHRI Government High
School in Khunta of Mayurbhanj
district. Sources said that several
Class VII students staying at the
hostel were playing behind the
building Friday afternoon. They
allegedly returned to hostel late in
the evening, after which a group of
Class IX students began harassing
them. About seven to eight Class
VIl students were allegedly forced
to kneel for an extended period
and beaten by the senior students.
After a video of the incident

- circulated outside the hostel,
family members of the affected
students reached the school at
night to inquire about the matter.
Parents reportedly found out that
the hostel matron and deputy
superintendent were absent at
the time. The headmistress (in-
charge) and hostel superintendent
Sabitri Patra said she questioned
the students and launched a
preliminary inquiry. District
Education Officer Purnachandra
Sethi said the Assistant District
Education Officer (ADEO) has been
directed to conduct a probe.

d x B

ing units, according to sources.

The proposed industrial devel-
opment is expected to generate
employment opportunities for
local residents.

Last year, local voices called
for reviving salt production in
the Humma salt beds, demand-
ing a steady source of income
through salt farming. Howev-
er, rising labour costs reduced
profit margins, prompting pro-
ducers and investors to scale
back operations and eventually
halt production.

Sujit Behera, a supervisor at
one of the last remaining salt
beds near Humma, said pro-
duction during the dry season
exceeded 9,000 bags-about 500
tonnes of rock salt-generating a
turnover of more than %15 lakh.
Despite heavy rainfall last year,
he said, about 300 tonnes were
produced from 20 leased acres.

“Although we will be losing
the farmlands, we urge the gov-
ernment to provide permanent
employment to the villagers and
farmers who depended solely on
salt farming,” Behera said.

Sources said the state govern-
ment had been reluctant to ac-
cept the Central government’s
proposal to use the land under
a lease-only model. The delay
centres on the transfer of land
records, which may take longer
than expected.

The state Transport, Com-
merce, Steel and Mines Minis-
ter, the Chhatrapur MLA and
other district leaders are coor-
dinating with the Centre to ex-
pedite the transfer of record of
rights to the state government.
The move gained momentum
after the Prime Minister’s
scheduled visit to Berhampur
in September last year.

Elderly woman hacked to
death over witchcraft

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rairangpur, Feb 28: A 65-year-
old woman was allegedly hacked
to death with a sharp weapon
by a co-villager on suspicion of
witchcraft in tribal-dominated
Mayurbhanj district, police said
Saturday.

The incident took place Fri-
day night in Kumbhirda village
under Bahalda police limits in
the district.

The deceased was identified
as Jaba Tudu, 65. The accused,
identified as Jugu Marandi, 26,
son of Madan Marandi of the
same village, surrendered at the
police station Saturday morning
and was subsequently arrested.

Police have registered a mur-
der case (30/26) in connection
with the incident.

According to preliminary
investigation, the accused sus-
pected the elderly woman of
practising witchcraft and al-
legedly blamed her for his wife’s
recurring illness. At around
11pm Friday night, when the
woman was alone at her house,
the accused allegedly attacked
her with a sharp weapon, strik-

ing her on the neck and killing
her on the spot.

The matter came to light
Saturday morning, following
which the accused surrendered
before the police.

Birendra Senapati, Sub-Di-
visional Police Officer (SDPO)
of Rairangpur, and Bhaskar
Pradhan, Officer-In-Charge of
Bahalda police station, reached
the spot and initiated an investi-
gation. The body was seized and
sent for post-mortem.

Police have also seized the
weapon used in the crime. A
scientific team assisted in the
investigation, which is ongoing.

The incident once again high-
lights the persistence of super-
stition and witchcraft-related
violence in parts of the district,
despite legal provisions aimed
at curbing such practices.

Brother, 4 others arrested
for poisoning man to death

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jajpur, Feb 28: At least five
people have been arrested by
police for allegedly poisoning a
man to death in Jajpur district,
an officer said Saturday.

Police arrested them after an
autopsy report revealed that the
39-year-old deceased, identified
as Santosh Malik, was poisoned
to death.

Police arrested five people, in-
cluding the younger brother of
the deceased. All eight accused
named in the FIR were on the
run since the filing of the com-
plaint, said Jajpur Town SDPO
Prasant Kumar Majhi.

The five accused arrested
have been identified as Prasant
Malik, younger brother of the
deceased, Purnachandra Malik,
Gajendra Malik, Kailas Malik,
Sanatan Malik and Prasant Ku-
mar Malik; all of them belong to

Arangabad-Anandpur village of
Bari block, police said.

Prasant had allegedly physi-
cally assaulted his sister-in-law
(wife of his elder brother Santosh
Malik) over a property-related is-
sue in the first week of October
last year. Based on complaints of
Santosh, Prasant was arrested by
police and sent to jail.

After his release from jail,
Prasant allegedly took assis-
tance of some villagers to teach
his elder brother a lesson. Ac-
cordingly, they hatched a con-
spiracy and called Santosh to an
isolated place near their village

in the plea of settling the issue
amicably October 18 night, po-
lice said.

Santosh was offered to con-
sume liquor allegedly laced
with poison on the same night.
When Santosh returned home,
he complained of stomach pain
and started vomiting. He was
immediately rushed to the Bari
Community Health Centre,
where he died October 18.

Prashant’s wife Bandana Ma-
lik filed a complaint with the
local police October 19 that her
husband was poisoned to death
by her brother-in-law, Prasant
Malik, and seven others from
her village.

Based on the complaint, police
seized the body and sent it to the
district headquarters hospital for
apost-mortem and started an in-
vestigation. The autopsy reports
revealed that it was a murder.

State

Fake CBI officers flee with gold worth lcr

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Feb 28: Three
men allegedly posing as offi-
cials of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) decamped
with gold ornaments worth
about %1 crore from a business-
man near Brahmapur Railway
Station in this city, police said.

The accused reportedly in-
tercepted the businessman on
the pretext of conducting an
official inquiry. During the
purported verification, they
allegedly took possession of a
bag containing gold ornaments
and fled the scene.

According to the complaint
filed by the victim, Hasmukh
Jain, at the Government Rail-
way Police station in Berham-
pur, the bag contained 862.562

Newborn girl found
abandoned behind
ASHA’s residence

POST NEWS NETWORK

Morada, Feb 28: A newborn
baby girl was rescued Saturday
after being found abandoned in
bushes behind the residence of
the local ASHA (Accredited So-
cial Health Activist) in Mayur-
bhanj district.

The infant was discovered in
Jhinkiria village under Mora-
da block after her cries were
heard from behind the house
of ASHA worker Sabitrimani
Jena. According to reports, an
unidentified person had left the
baby in the shrubbery and fled.

Jena’s niece first heard the
cries and alerted her mother.
On reaching the spot, they
found the newborn lying inside
thick bushes. Jena immediately
provided primary medical care
before shifting the baby to the
Kisantandi Community Health
Centre by ambulance.

Later, Supervisor Sub-
hashree Dalai reached the hos-
pital and ensured proper med-
ical treatment for the infant.
Doctors found mud on the ba-
by’s face and body, along with
injuries at several parts.

Officials said the person who
abandoned the child appeared
to have deliberately left her
near the ASHA’s residence,
suggesting prior knowledge of
the household.

After receiving treatment,
the baby was reported to be in
stable condition. She weighs
2.345 kg, hospital sources said.

Ex-professor acquitted in
31-year-old Vigilance case

POST NEWS NETWORK

grams of gold ornaments of
various designs, 340,000 in
cash, an ATM card and a PAN
card. Based on the complaint,
police registered a case (17/26)
and launched an investigation.
Investigators suspect the in-
volvement of persons known
to the victim in planning or
executing the crime.

No arrests had been report-
ed at the time of filing this
report.

Police said that Hasmukh
Jain, a businessman from Vi-
sakhapatnam, owns a gold jew-
ellery design shop in Khaspa
Sahi area of Berhampur, po-
lice said. He melts gold at the
unit and crafts various designs
of necklaces, chains and other
ornaments.

A few days ago, Jain and

an employee travelled to
Visakhapatnam. They were
returning with gold orna-
ments in a bag aboard the
Konark Express and arrived
at Brahmapur railway station
around 9:30pm February 25,
Wednesday.

As they stepped out of the
station and were heading to-
wards the parking area, three
men approached them. The
trio identified themselves
as CBI officers and told Jain
they needed to verify him
over alleged dealings in
smuggled gold.

Frightened, Jain handed
over the bag filled with gold
for inspection. The men then
walked a short distance away
with the bag. After some time,
they disappeared.

Jain and his employee wait-
ed outside the station and
searched for the men in vain
before returning to Khaspa
Sahi. Fearing a possible CBI
raid, Jain remained anxious.
However, when no raid was
conducted and the bag was not
returned by the next evening,
he grew suspicious.

Jain lodged a written com-
plaint Friday with the Gov-
ernment Railway Police in
Berhampur.

GRP Officer-In-Charge Ara-
ti Poddar said police have re-
ceived the complaint and be-
gun an investigation. CCTV
footage from the station is
being examined and efforts
are underway to identify
and apprehend the accused,
she said.

15 Odia workers rescued
from Telangana brick kiln

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sonepur, Feb 28: Fifteen
migrant workers from Subar-
napur and Bolangir districts
were rescued from a brick kiln
in Telangana and reunited with
their families, police said Sat-
urday.

Subarnapur SP Narayan
Nayak informed reporters at
the district police headquar-
ters here that the workers
were traced to a kiln in the
Mancherial area of Telangana
and brought back following di-
rections from the Orissa High
Court.

The rescued workers are
Sudam Das, 48; Sabitri Das, 28;
Rinku Das, 24; Babulu Salan-
ki, 19; Gayatri Bharati, 19; De-
barchan Meghani, 28; Malati
Giri, 61; Arati Bharati, 46; Bhu-
misuta Meghani, 48; Jayanti
Bharati, 52; and Chaturbhuj
Bharati, 23; along with several
minors and children.

According to officials, seven
of the workers are from Nag-
apali village under Sonepur
police limits in Subarnapur
district, while eight are from
Phasada village under Lois-
ingha police limits in Bolangir
district. They had travelled to
Telangana in November last
year with their families to
work at the brick kiln after be-
ing promised wages as per prior
agreements.

However, the workers al-

R

leged that they were under-

paid, denied medical care and
subjected to harassment. They
were allegedly prevented from
leaving the kiln premises and
forced to live in conditions akin
to captivity.

A petition was subsequent-
ly filed before the Orissa High
Court by Kunj Bharati and
Debarchan Meghani, seeking
intervention. Expressing seri-
ous concern, the court observed
that although formal slavery
has been abolished, the suffer-
ing of migrant workers contin-
ues. It directed the Subarnapur
Superintendent of Police to take
immediate legal steps to secure
their release.

Following the court’s order,
the district police and Labour
department launched a coor-
dinated rescue operation. The
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state government’s Labour de-
partment worked with its liai-
son officer in Telangana, who
contacted local labour author-
ities and police. The workers
were located at the kiln and
brought back by train Friday.

They reached Bolangir rail-
way station Saturday morning
and were later taken to Subar-
napur with police assistance
before being handed over to
their families.

Additional SP KK Harip-
rasad, DSP Pratap Rana, Sub-
arnapur District Labour Officer
Dibya Shankar Dharua and In-
spector Subash Chandra Raya-
guru of the Bolangir SP’s office
were present during the press
briefing. .

Officials said further legal
action would be taken in ac-
cordance with the law.

Balasore, Feb 28: A special Vigilance
court in Balasore district has acquitted a
former college professor in a corruption
case registered 31 years ago, citing lack

of evidence.

Lalit Kumar Dash, special Vigilance
judge, Balasore, Saturday pronounced
the verdict, acquitting Lakshmidhar
Giri, former head of the Philosophy
Department at Dinakrishna College,

Jaleswar.

According to the case records, in 1989,
28 students who had failed their CHSE
final examinations in arts, science and
commerce were allegedly issued pass
certificates by the college. The students
later used the certificates to enrol in
higher education institutions.

Following allegations that the certif-
icates were forged, the Vigilance wing
in Balasore conducted an inquiry and
registered a case against Giri, an exam-
ination department clerk and the stu-
dents concerned. Charges were framed
under relevant provisions of the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act and the Indian

Penal Code.

During the trial, the prosecution ex-
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Engagement of Project / Technical Staff on Contract Basis

Coir Board, a statutory body under the Ministry of MSME, Government of India
invites applications from eligible candidates for the engagement of Project/Technical
Staff (7 positions.) on a purely contractual basis for its two research institutes: Central
Coir Research Institute, Alappuzha, Kerala and Central Institute of Coir Technology,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

Applicants may visit Coir Board's website (www.coirboard.gov.in) for the
detailed advertisement. Applications complete in all respect should be submitted via
online on or before 5.30 pm on 22nd March, 2026.
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CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED
Corporate Office : Chola Crest, Super B, C54 & C55, 4, Thiru Vi Ka Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600 032, T.N.

DEMAND NOTICE

UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE SECURITIZATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF
SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002 (“the Act”) AND THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002 (“the Rules”)

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Ltd. (the Secured Creditor)
under the Act and in exercise of the powers conferred under Sec. 13(12) of the Act read with Rule 3 issued Demand Notice(s) under
Sec. 13(2) of the Act, calling upon the following borrower(s) to repay the amount mentioned in the respective notice(s) within 60
days from the date of receipt of the said notice. The undersigned reasonably believes that borrower(s) is / are avoiding the service
of the Demand Notice(s), therefore the service of notice is being affected by affixation and publication as per Rules. The contents of

amined 13 witnesses and submitted 31
documents as evidence. After reviewing
the evidence on record, the court held
that the charges against Giri were not
proved beyond reasonable doubt and
ordered his acquittal.

The case was argued by advocates
Arabinda Barik and Chandan Kumar
Singh.

2 days after wedding, bride leaves with former partner

POST NEWS NETWORK

Deogaon/Ghantapada, Feb 28:
A newlywed woman left her mat-
rimonial home with her former
partner just two days after her
marriage in Bolangir district,
sparking widespread discussion
in the area.

The incident occurred under
the jurisdiction of Deogaon
police station. Sources said a
youth from Mursing village in

Deogaon married a woman from
Kantamal area of Boudh district
February 23 in a traditional Hin-
du ceremony. The wedding was
held in the presence of their rel-
atives and friends with custom-
ary rituals and festivities.
However, the woman’s for-
mer partner allegedly arrived
outside her in-laws’ house Feb-
ruary 25 evening and took her
away on a motorcycle, bringing
an abrupt end to the celebra-

tions. The man is reportedly
from Kantamal area.

The groom lodged a written
complaint at Deogaon police
station the following day. Po-
lice registered a case (12/26) and
launched an investigation.

Police conducted a raid in
Kantamal area Saturday, ap-
prehended both the woman and
the man and brought them to
Deogaon police station for ques-
tioning.

Family members of the wom-
an, the groom from Mursing
village and the woman’s former
partner were present at the po-
lice station, where discussions
were held and an amicable
settlement was reached. Inves-
tigating officer Sub-Inspector
Suresh Chandra Bishi said
that the woman was allowed to
leave with her former partner
with the consent of all parties
concerned.

Demand Notice(s) are extracted herein below :-

Sr. Name & Address of the Loan | Dt. of Demand -

No. Borrower/s & Co-Borrower/s Amt. |Notice & O/s. Amt. Description of the Property / Secured Asset
Loan A/C. No(S). : LAP3CUT000060826 District-Jajpur, ~ Tahasil-  Dharmasala, SRO-
1. Mr/Mrs. Jitendra Kumar Pati 25.02.2026 Dharmasala, P.S-Dharmasala, P.S No-94, Mouza-

2. Mr/Mrs. Jharana Pati

3. Mr/Mrs. Padimini Pati

4. Mr/Mrs. Ghanashyam Pati

1 |Add For Sr. No. 1, 2, 3 & 4 :- Rasulpur,
Orali, Jajapur, Near Siba Temple, Jajpur,
Orissa - 755009 Add For Sr. No. 1, 2, 3
& 4 : Khata No-400, Plot No-2181 QOrali,

Orali. Conversion Khata No-400, Plot No-2181, Area
Ac0.080dec with Status-Stitiban, Kisam-Gharabari
Homestead) corresponds Sabak Khata No-224,
Sabak Plot No-1551, Area Aco.060dec &Sabak Plot
No-1552, Area Ac0.020dec, Bounded by (As per Sale
Deed) Area Aco.060dec, North-Rest part Plot, South-
Road, East- NM, West-NM. Bounded by (As per Sale
Rasalpur, Dharmasala, Jajapur Siba Deed) Area Aco.020dec North-Rest part Plot, South-
Temple Jajpur 755009 Road, East-NM, West-NM

The borrower(s) are hereby advised to comply with the Demand Notice(s) and to pay the demand amount mentioned therein and hereinabove
within 60 days from the date of this publication together with applicable interest, additional interest, bounce charges, cost and expenses till the
date of realization of payment. The borrower(s) may note that Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Ltd. is a secured creditor and
the loan facility availed by the Borrower(s) is a secured debt against the immovable property / properties being the secured asset(s) mortgaged
by the borrower(s). In the event borrower(s) are failed to discharge their liabilities in full within the stipulated time, The Secured Creditor shall be
entitled to exercise all the rights U/s. 13(4) of the Act to take possession of the secured assets(s) including but not limited to transfer the same by
way of sale or by invoking any other remedy available under the Act and the Rules thereunder and realize payment. The Secured Creditor is also
empowered to ATTACH AND / OR SEAL the secured assets(s) before enforcing the right to sale or transfer. Subsequent to the Sale of the secured
assets(s), the Secured Creditor also has a right to initiate separate legal proceedings to recover the balance dues, in case the value of the mortgaged
properties is insufficient to cover the dues payable to the Secured Creditor. This remedy is in addition and independent of all the other remedies
available to the Secured Creditor under any other law.

The attention of the borrower(s) is invited to Section 13(8) of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets and further to
Section 13(13) of the Act, whereby the borrower(s) are restrained / prohibited from disposing of or dealing with the secured asset(s) or transferring
by way of sale, lease or otherwise (other than in the ordinary course of business) any of the secured asset(s), without prior written consent of the
Secured Creditor and non-compliance with the above is an offence punishable under Section 29 of the said Act. The copy of the Demand Notice is
available with the undersigned and the borrower(s) may, if they so desire, can collect the same from the undersigned on any working day during
normal office hours. Sd/-

Place : Jajpur, Odisha Authorized Officer
Date : 25.02.2026 For Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Limited

Rs. 20,22,556/-
(Rupees Twenty
Lakhs Twenty
Two Thousand
Five Hundred Fifty
Six Only)as on
23.02.2026

Rs. 19,00,000/-
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The new
generation
embodies
possibility itself. A
| believe our

youth are the “‘
solution to every

challenge. Provide them apt op-
portunities, robust platforms,
and true mentorship, and they
will author history

MANOJ SINHA | LT GOVERNOR, J&K

It is still
‘ difficult to
digest that

our Ajitdada is e

no longer with A

us. The void a p
created by his 1=
departure will never be filled.
Dada, you will always remain

in our memories. The happy
moments spent with you will
stay with us for a lifetime. Miss
you Dada

SUPRIVA SULE | NCP (SP) MP

| extend my
‘ heartfelt
congrat-

ulations to all
the people of &
Arunachal, )
especially our \ &\
women. Today's launch marks
an important step towards se-
curing their health and future

PEMA KHANDU | CHIEF MINISTER,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH

SHORT TAKES

' 13.15 lakh girls to be
vaccinated against HPV

Patna: A total of 13.15 lakh
girls aged 14-15 years will be
vaccinated against Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) over
the next three months in
Bihar, Health Minister Mangal
Pandey said Saturday. He
was speaking during the
launch of a three-month HPV
vaccination campaign in
Patna, aimed at protecting
adolescent girls from cervical
cancer in the state. The
programme, held at Indira
Gandhi Institute of Medical
Sciences (IGIMS) in Patna,
coincided with the national
HPV vaccination launch by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
from Ajmer in Rajasthan.
Pandey said, “Around 13.15
lakh girls aged 14-15 years
would be vaccinated over

the next three months under
the campaign. This initiative
marks the beginning of a big
chapter in healthcare services
in the country, and Bihar is at
the forefront.”
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I Maoist dumps busted
in Chhattisgarh

Gariaband: Security forces
Saturday recovered more than
%46 lakh in cash, a laptop,
arms and ammunition from
Maoist hideouts in a forested
area of Chhattisgarh’s
Gariaband district, an official
said. The recovery was made
from Sanpsati, a forested

and hilly region, near village
Badegobra under Mainpur
police station limits based

on information provided by
surrendered Naxalites, the
police official said. They

had given information about
Maoist items hidden by
senior ultras of the outlawed
movement's Dhamtari-
Gariaband-Nuapada (DGN)
division, he said. During

an intensive search of the
marked forest and hill terrain,
security personnel recovered
%46,31,500 in cash from
different dump sites hidden in
the hills, he said.

I Nepali worker killed
in Himachal’s Theog

Shimla: A Nepali migrant
worker was killed in Shimla
district’s Theog, police said
Saturday. The deceased has
been identified as Dhani
Ram. He had come from the
neighbouring country to the
area to work as a labourer

in apple orchards. As per
the complaint filed by a
local orchardist from Jarai
village, a Nepal-based family
had approached him a few
days ago seeking work in his
orchard. He subsequently
offered them work and
allowed them to stay ina

shed located on his property. _ |
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INDO-US TRADE DEAL

“ The smiling
faces of
schoolchildren testify
to the fact that
nutrition is not merely
about food, but the
very foundation of
building the future

REKHA GUPTA I CHIEF MINISTER, DELHI

PM Modi signed ‘death
warrant’ of farmers: Rahul

Y

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Barnala (Punjab), Feb 28:
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
Saturday targeted Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi over the
Indo-US interim trade deal,
alleging that he has signed the
“death warrant” of farmers and
small and medium industries
by opening doors for US goods,
including agricultural produce.
“I am saying with responsibil-
ity that a storm is approaching.
When US’ almonds, apples, puls-
es, cotton and soybean will come
to India, then the storm will hit,”
Gandhi said at a rally here.
The Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha said that the prime
minister did not want to do it
and alleged he had acted under
“pressure” due to a “threat of
releasing Epstein files” and a
case against industrialist Gau-
tam Adani’s company in the US.
Addressing the rally in the po-
litically significant Malwa belt
of the state, which accounts for
69 of 117 Assembly seats in the
state, Gandhi also gave a firm
message to the Congress unit in

DGCA advises airlines
to avoid 11 airspaces

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 28: Aviation
watchdog DGCA Saturday ad-
vised airlines to avoid airspaces
of 11 countries, including Iran,
Saudi Arabia, UAE, till March
2. The countries are Iran, Israel,
Lebanon, UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Oman, Iraq, Jordan,
Kuwait and Qatar.

Many airspaces are already shut
in the wake of the attacks on Iran
by Israel and the US Saturday.
Indian airlines have suspended
their services to the Middle East.
The advisory has been issued
in alignment with international
safety standards and the Europe-
an Union Aviation Safety Agen-
cy’s Conflict Zone Information
Bulletin, the regulator said. The
watchdog has asked airlines to
refrain from operating within
the 11 affected airspaces at all
flight levels and altitudes. Car-
riers have been asked to closely
monitor all updated Aeronau-
tical Information Publications
and Notice to Airmen issued
by the affected countries and
national authorities.

Punjab, which has been plagued
by infighting, warning its lead-
ers that they will be made to sit
in the reserves if they can not
become team players.

Assembly elections in Punjab
are due next year.

“I also want to give a message
to the Congress party that work
is done through teamwork. One
player cannot win a match. We
have the entire team sitting here.”

“From (Congress chief Mal-
likarjun) Kharge ji and me, I
want to give this message that
become a team player or else we
will make you sit as a reserve
player,” he said.

“No matter how big (a lead-
er) you may be, no one is bigger
than the party. Become team
player and if you do not become
one, then I and Kharge ji will
set you right,” he said.

Stepping up his attack on
the Modi government on the
India-US trade deal, Gandhi
accused Modi of “selling out”
and “destroying” the country
and asked what had India re-
ceived under the trade deal in
return when it agreed to “buy

No matter how big (a
“ leader) you may be,
no one is bigger than

the party. Become
team player and if you do not
become one, then | and Kharge
ji will set you right

RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

US products worth %9 lakh
crore every year”.

Gandhi said that if India buys
goods worth %9 lakh crore every
year, “then what will happen
to our small and medium-scale
sector? It will be finished”.

“You have sold the country,
you have destroyed the country.
What did the US give to India?
Tell me one thing... Did they
give any guarantee? Did they
say they will also buy? No,” said
Gandhi while addressing the
‘Kisan Mahachaupal’ rally here.

He alleged that the deal had
been stalled for four months due
to disagreements over the open-
ing of the agriculture sector.

“I asked experts why this
deal was stuck. I got a reply
that the US wants to open the
Indian agriculture sector, and
our government does not want
to open it,” said Gandhi.

Nothing happened on this
front for four months, he said.

He said the prime minister
called up the US president
without consulting the Cabi-
net, the Agriculture minister
and the Defence minister and
the External Affairs minister.

Modi told US President Don-
ald Trump that he was ready
for the deal, said Gandhi and
claimed that Modi gave a guar-
antee to Trump that “every
year India will buy US products
worth %9 lakh crore”.

Exe_rcise utmost cgution:
India urges its nationals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 28: India Sat-
urday advised its nationals in
Iran, Israel and several other
countries in the Middle East to
exercise utmost caution after
a massive military escalation
across the region following a

Indian embassy in Iran urged
Indian nationals in that coun-
try to avoid unnecessary move-
ments and remain indoors.

“In view of the developing
situation, all Indian nationals
in Iran are advised to exercise
utmost caution, avoid unnec-
essary movements and remain

US-Israel joint strike indoors as far as pos-

onAIgin. 0 ik MIDDLE EAST 31b11ed1t said. .
er the attac ndians may also

by the US and Israel, CRISIS continue to monitor

Iran launched retal-

iatory military strikes targeting
Israel and American military
bases in the region, including
in Qatar, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Kuwait and Bahrain.

In its reaction, New Delhi
urged all parties to exercise
maximum restraint and avoid
escalation. The Indian missions
in Iran, Israel, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar,
Jordan and Palestine issued sep-
arate advisories, urging Indian
nationals to remain vigilant and
follow safety and emergency
protocols. In an advisory, the

the news, maintain
situational awareness and await
any further guidance from the
Embassy of India. The emergen-
cy contact details of the embas-
sy are reiterated as below,” the
mission said.

According to official esti-
mates in January, little over
10,000 Indians, including stu-
dents, were living in Iran.

The Indian embassy in Israel
also issued a similar advisory
urging Indian nationals in the
country to exercise “utmost
caution and remain vigilant at
all times.”

FOREIGN TOURIST ARRIVALS
TO INDIA FALL 9.4% IN 2025

Foreign Tourist Arrivals to India fell 9.4 per cent to 90.2
lakh in 2025, with fewer visas issued between India
and Bangladesh amid bilateral tensions. According to
the Ministry of Tourism, arrivals from Bangladesh fell
by 73.37 per cent in 2025 compared to the previous
year. The total number of Bangladeshi visitors stood
at 4,66,012 in 2025, down from 17,50,165 in 2024

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

OMANJUL.

BARAMATI PLANE CRASH

AAIB highlights
low visibility,
operational gaps

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 28: Aircraft
accident probe agency AAIB
Saturday released the prelimi-
nary report on the plane crash
that killed Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar and
four others at Baramati January
28 and said the visibility at the
time of the crash was below the
required level.

The Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB) flagged
about fading marks on the
runway and presence of loose
gravels on the runway surface
at Baramati as it recommended
the regulator DGCA to ensure
that stakeholders’ maintain
safety standards at uncontrolled
airfields.

The 22-page report also men-
tioned that “Oh Sh**t.. Oh
Sh**t,” words were transmitted
from the aircraft before it crash
landed on the left side of the run-
way at the Baramati airport.

The report also comes against
the backdrop of concerns being
raised about the crash of the
VSR Ventures-owned Learjet
45 aircraft (VT-SSK) January 28.

The ill-fated 15-year-old Lear-
Jet 45 XR aircraft banked to-
wards the right, hit the trees and
then the ground before going up
in flames at the Baramati airport
January 28, as per the report.

It also said that a technician
did not find any abnormality af-
ter post-flight checks January
27 when the plane had returned
to Mumbai after completing a
flight.

AAIB, Saturday, said the da-
ta from the Solid State Cockpit
Voice Recorder (SSCVR) would
be downloaded with the assis-
tance of the US National Trans-
port Safety Board (NTSB).

The CVR was damaged in the
crash. The data downloaded
from the Solid State Flight Data
Recorder (SSFDR) is being ana-
lysed, the report said.

On the day of the accident, AA-
1B said the tower was manned by
a ground instructor of one of the
FTO (Flying Training Organisa-
tion) who was communicating
with the aircraft to assist the
landing.

Bl Al SUMMIT PROTE
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Magistrate grants bail
to IYC chief, but sessions
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 28: A Delhi
court Saturday issued a stay on
the bail granted to Indian Youth
Congress (IYC) president Uday
Bhanu Chib in connection with
a protest at the India AI Impact
Summit here, hours after a mag-
istrate court granted him relief
saying the right to life and lib-
erty is the “soul of the Indian
Constitution”.

Additional Sessions Judge
Amit Bansal directed the stay
after the Delhi Police chal-
lenged the bail order by Duty
Magistrate Vanshika Mehta,
and listed the matter March 6
for further proceedings.

Chib was produced before
the magistrate at around 1 am
at her official residence after his
four-day police custody, granted
February 24 following his arrest
in connection with the Febru-
ary 20 ‘shirtless protest’, came
to an end. The police sought a
three-day extension of his cus-
tody, contending that further
interrogation was required to
ascertain the whereabouts of
two co-accused.

Dismissing the plea, the mag-
istrate court said the right to
life and liberty is the “soul of
the Indian Constitution” and
that to curtail liberty, a strong
explanation or material evi-
dence must be placed on record
to show that denial of custody
would impede the course of jus-
tice. In a handwritten order, the

court orders sta

\

The magistrate
observed that 'no
person shall be
devoid of his liberty
on mere conjectures’
and reiterated that
“bail is a rule and jail
is an exception

magistrate said the investigat-
ing officer was unable to pro-
vide cogent reasons for seeking
further police custody.

“Being guilty or not is a mat-
ter of trial, and the law takes its
own course to adjudicate such.
However, what is relevant is
whether the custody of the ac-
cused is required at this stage,”
the court said, noting that Chib
has strong roots in society and is
not a flight risk. The magistrate
observed that “no person shall
be devoid of his liberty on mere
conjectures” and reiterated
that “bail is a rule and jail is an
exception”. The court directed
him to furnish a surety bond of
%50,000 and surrender his pass-
port and electronic gadgets.
Later on, the court also ordered
verification of the documents
and bonds submitted by him and
said he would remain in judicial
custody till Sunday morning.

However, Additional Sessions
Judge Amit Bansal directed the
stay on the bail order after the
police challenged it.

Open mosques for Pongala devotees: Kerala Imam

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb
28: The appeal of Palayam
Imam VP Suhaib Maulavi to
open mosques and Muslim
houses to Hindu devotees on
the upcoming Attukal Pongala
festival day here has gone vi-
ral on social media platforms,
with many netizens describ-
ing it as the example of the
real Kerala story.

Attukal Pongala, which falls
March 3 this year, is considered
one of the largest women gath-
erings in the world, in which
lakhs of women, cutting across
ages, gather in the Capital city
to take part in the festivities.

Maulavi, during his Friday
sermon, urged the members of
the Muslim community to ex-
tend hospitality to Hindu dev-

otees arriving in the city for the
Pongala festival.

In his address, he said that
although Attukal Pongala is as-
sociated with a different faith
and Muslims do not take part in
its rituals and ceremonies, the
occasion presents an opportu-
nity to serve as gracious hosts
to the thousands of women and
children who visit Thiruvanan-
thapuram as guests.

“Like last year, Pongala is
being observed during the
holy month of Ramadan this
time as well. We must share
the spirit of joy, fraternity
and love that defines Rama-
dan with our sisters and their
children who come here for
Pongala,” he said.

Maulavi called upon the com-
munity to arrange drinking
water and Ramadan food items

TEMPLE HOSTS COMMUNITY IFTAR

centuries-old Hindu shrine in this northernmost district of Kerala has hosted
Aa community Iftar for Muslim community members, as a mark of religious

harmony. The Sree Poobanam Kuzhi Temple at Thachangad here hosted the
Iftar in its courtyard Thursday as part of the ‘Brahmakalashotsavam’ festival which
marked the reconscecration of the shrine deities. In the visuals on social media
platforms and TV channels, it could be seen that a large number of Muslim men,
wearing the traditional white cap, are sitting on neatly arranged tables in the deco-
rated temple courtyard and enjoying their iftar feast. They broke their fast with
dates and other delicacies. Temple sources said the iftar was organised as local
Muslim residents could not take part in the recent ‘annadanam’ (community feast)
organised by the shrine management due to the ongoing Ramadan fasting. “This
shrine and the festivals here are part of our life and childhood. We used to gather at
its premises every day after our school hours during our childhood. So any festivi-
ties here are not at all new or strange to us,” a Muslim man told the media after
taking part in the iftar. The iftar was organised under the aegis of the Poobanam

UAE Committee, comprising local expatriates.

for the devotees and to ensure
facilities for their rest.
“Arrangements should
be made for their rest. Our
mosques and homes should be
opened to them. This is an occa-
sion to openly demonstrate our
love and brotherhood,” he said.

Maulavi further stressed
that the growing Islamopho-
bia and hatred in the country
and the world can be coun-
tered effectively only through
love and fraternity.

He described the festival as
an ideal opportunity to rein-

force the message of harmony.

The Muslim cleric’s speech
soon went viral on social me-
dia platforms.

Cutting across religion,
people shared his video clip-
pings on various platforms
and hailed his gesture as an

example of the real Kerala sto-
ry, harmony and brotherhood
among different religions and
communities in Kerala.

His appeal assumed signif-
icance in view of the ongoing
row over the ‘Kerala Story 2:
Goes Beyond’ movie.
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iNnternational

Explosions rock
Middle East as
Tehran hits US
bases and allies
in retaliation

Dubai, Feb 28: Iran fired mis-
siles at several Arab Gulf cit-
ies Saturday, causing waves of
blasts, shaking windows and
sending people rushing for
cover in rare and potentially
far-reaching attacks on a region
that prides itself on its security.

Kuwait, Qatar, the United Ar-
ab Emirates and Bahrain, all of
which have a US military pres-
ence, said they had intercepted
Iranian missiles after Tehran
vowed to retaliate for US and
Israeli strikes on Iran. Jordan
also intercepted missiles.

UAE state media said one
person had been Kkilled in Abu
Dhabi, but gave no details.

lam

On Dubai's posh Palm against this feated," Iran's
Islands, a fire broke regime, to hell with Revolutionary
out near a hotel and / them.Butldon'twantmy \ Guards said.
huge plumes of smoke country to be attacked by The UAE
could be seen from | foreign forces, | don't want | president
a distance as mul- my Iran to turn into Iraq and Saudi
tiple blasts echoed SAMIRA MOHEBBI | A RESIDENT crown prince
throughout the day. FROM NORTHERN CITY OF spoke after

Missile trails streaked RASHT, IRAN the  attacks,
across the sky above sev- with Riyadh voic-

eral cities as loud blasts rang
out, most likely the sound of air
defences intercepting barrages
of incoming missiles. Residents
took cover in windowless bath-
rooms and closets.

"All occupied territories
and the criminal US bases in
the region have been struck
by the powerful blows of Ira-
nian missiles. This operation
will continue relentlessly un-

_til the enemy is decisively de-

ing solidarity and
both leaders warning against es-
calation while urging restraint
and a return to diplomacy.

Their call was rare direct
contact amid strained ties
between the two Gulf powers
since late last year.

Falling shrapnel from inter-
cepted missiles caused concern
across the region. In Bahrain,
such debris landed on a road in
the Sanad area, near an army

op special

Iran shakes Gulf cities

W One death reported by state
media in UAE

W Iran vows continued strikes until
enemy defeated

W Leaders warn against escalation
and urge restraint

headquarters, and Qatar’s inte-
rior ministry warned against
touching any fragments.

The Gulf’s oil and gas
wealth has long provided
high-paid, tax-free jobs and a
comfortable lifestyle that has
drawn millions of expatriates
to cities such as Abu Dhabi,
Dubai and Doha. Saturday's
events were a stark departure
from daily life.

The attacks unfolded during
the holy Muslim month of Ra-
madan, when the Gulf is qui-

Flights rerouted, passengers stranded

irlines suspended

flights across the

Middle East Satur-

day, including to and
from the world’s busiest trav-
el hub Dubali, after the United
States and Israel launched
strikes on Iran, plunging the
region into a renewed military
confrontation.

Flight maps showed airspace
over Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Israel
and Bahrain virtually empty
as Israel said it struck Iran
and the US military initiated a
series of strikes against targets
in the country. Iran retaliated
with a salvo of missiles.

Dubai Airports said all
flights at Dubai Internation-
al, which handled nearly 100
million passengers last year,
as well as the smaller Al Mak-
toum International airport,
were suspended until further
notice, urging passengers not

About 352 Afghan Taliban | Chela
personnel killed: Pak min

H Airspace closures affect routes
between Europe and Asia

M Lufthansa, Wizz Air, others
halt flights to affected regions

M EU aviation regulator advises
against flying over Middle East
amid military operations

to travel.

“Due to multiple regional
airspace closures, Emirates
has temporarily suspended
operations to and from Dubai,”
the Dubai-based carrier said,
while its sister airline flydubai
said it had temporarily sus-
pended operations.

Etihad Airways said all
flights scheduled to depart Abu
Dhabi were suspended until
1000 GMT Sunday, and flights
expected to arrive at the Gulf
hub before that time would
be cancelled. “Flights already
en route to Abu Dhabi are re-

turning to their origin airports
where required,” it added.

STRIKES DEEPEN REGIONAL TURMOIL
The escalation dimmed
hopes for a diplomatic solution
to Tehran’s nuclear dispute
with the West and reignited
conflict after weeks of US mil-
itary buildup in the region.

It marks the latest upheav-
al for air travel in the usually
busy region amid escalating
tensions. Airports in the Mid-
dle East are some of the busiest
in the world, covering an area
stretching from Iran and Iraq to
the Mediterranean and serving
as a connecting hub for flights
between Europe and Asia.

Airlines have cancelled al-
most 40% of flights to Israel and
6.7% of flights to the broader
region Saturday, according to
preliminary Cirium data. That
number seems likely to rise.

eter during fasting hours, and
this underscored the shock.

Bahrain confirmed an attack
inside its territory and said a
service center of the US Fifth
Fleet had been struck. Video
from a Reuters witness showed
a plume of grey smoke rising
near the small island nation's
coast as sirens wailed.

Education authorities
in Bahrain and Qatar said
schools would shift to remote
learning from Sunday.

In Dubali, the region’s busi-
ness and tourism hub, five
large blasts were heard late
in the afternoon. While nor-
mal life carried on in some
areas, some grocery delivery
apps showed heavily delayed
services. Some users appeared
to be ordering in bulk.

Smoke rises in the sky after blasts were heard in Manama, Bahrain, February 28

SUNDAY | MARCH 1, 2026 | BHUBANESWAR

With his large-
scale attack on
Iran, Donald Trump
has seized a legacy-
defining moment

to demonstrate his
readiness to exercise
raw US military power.
But in doing so, he is
also taking the biggest
foreign policy gamble
of his presidency, one
fraught with risks and
unknowns

WDestroying Iran’s
missile capabilities.

WTarget Iran’s
navy.

W Making sure that Iran does not
obtain a nuclear weapon.

«The stated aim is to eliminate what Washington
calls imminent threats from the Iranian
government.

TRUMP SAID THE CAMPAIGN’S MILITARY OBJECTIVES INCLUDE: “

M Disrupting Iran-backed armed
groups in the region.

and waged an unending campaign of
bloodshed and mass murder ... We're not
gonna put up with it any longer

DONALD TRUMP | PRESIDENT, US

TRUMP’S OBJECTIVE

IN IRAN

Here are the key points of his message:

«The US has begun major combat operations in
Iran, describing them as “massive and ongoing”.

For 47 years, the Iranian regime
has chanted death to America

TEHRAN: Iran’s foreign minis-
ter says the country’s supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, is still alive “as far as I
know.”

Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi is speaking in an in-
terview with NBC News, after
Israel’s Channel 12 news report-
ed in the last hour that Israel’s
assessment of Khamenei was
“likely killed” in Israeli air-
strikes earlier today.

Speaking live, Araghchi also
says two commanders have died
in the strikes, but senior officials
in the regime have survived. “All
high-ranking officials are alive,”
he says. “So everybody is now
in its position [sic], and we are
handling this situation, and ev-
erything is fine.”

The strikes during the ho-
ly fasting month of Ramadan
opened a stunning new chap-
ter in US intervention in Iran,
and marked the second time in

¥

eight months that the Trump
administration has attacked
the Islamic Republic during
talks over its nuclear program.
The targets included members
of Iran's leadership, according
to a US official and another
person briefed on the attacks
who spoke on condition of an-
onymity to discuss an ongoing
operation. There was no imme-
diate information on whether
top officials were killed.

Even if Iran's top leaders are
killed, regime change is not
guaranteed.
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REUTERS

The current escalation is danger-
ous for everyone. It must stop. The
Iranian regime must understand
that it now has no other option but
to engage in good-faith negotia-
tions to end its nuclear and ballis-
tic missile programs, as well as its
actions to destabilise the region

EMMANUEL MACRON I PRESIDENT, FRANCE

| deplore the military strikes
across Iran this morning by Israel
and the United States of America,
and the subsequent retaliatory
strikes by Iran. As always, in any
armed conflict, it is civilians who
end up paying the ultimate price

VOLKER TURK | HUMAN RIGHTS CHIEF, UN

| condemn today's military esca-
lation in the Middle East. The use
of force by the United States and
Israel against Iran, and the sub-
sequent retaliation by Iran across
the region, undermine internation-
al peace and security

ANTONIO GUTERRES | SECRETARY GENERAL, UN

We call on all parties to exercise
maximum restraint, to protect
civilians, and to fully respect inter-
national law

URSULA VON DER LEYEN | PRESIDENT,
EUROPEAN COMMISSION

We do not want to see further esca-
lation into a wider regional conflict

KEIR STARMER I PM, UK

The peacemaker once again
showed his face. All negotiations
with Iran are a cover operation.
No one doubted it. No one really
wanted to negotiate anything. The
question is who has more patience
to wait for the inglorious end of
their enemy. The USA is only 249
years old. The Persian Empire was
founded more than 2,500 years
ago. Let's see in 100 years...

DMITRY MEDVEDEV | DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
RUSSIA'S SECURITY COUNCIL

The cause of the current events is
precisely the violence and impu-
nity of the Iranian regime, in par-
ticular the killings and repression
of peaceful protesters, which have
become particularly widespread in
recent months

UKRAINE'S FOREIGN MINISTRY

CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED
CORPORATE OFFICE : “CHOLA CREST", C54 & 55, Super B-4, Thiru Vi Ka Industrial Estate,
Guindy, Chennai - 600 032, India

Branch Office : 3rd Floor Sreemaa Construction Building, Naya Chowk
Madhupatna, Cuttack, Odisha, Pin - 753 010.

DEMAND

NOTICE

DEMAND NOTICE ISSUED UNDER SECTION 13[2] OF THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF
FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002

You, the under mentioned Borrower / Mortgagor is hereby informed that the Company has initiated proceedings against you under the Securitisation and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and that the Notice under 13(2) of the Act sent to you by Registered Post Ack. Due for Borrower/s

L e

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Feb 28: Pakistani se-
curity forces have killed 352 Afghan
Taliban personnel and their allied ter-
rorist groups in the ongoing air and
ground attacks, Information Minister
Attaullah Tarar said Saturday.

The minister said that the Paki-
stani forces completely destroyed 130
military posts, while they captured
another 26 border posts.

Providing an update at 9 pm (local
time) on the losses of the Afghan Tali-
ban, Tarar said so far 352 Taliban per-
sonnel have been killed and another
535 injured.

Tarar also said that 171 tanks and
armoured vehicles have been de-
stroyed, adding that Pakistan also
hit 41 locations “with precision air
strikes”. Pakistan launched a mas-
sive retaliatory attack code-named

£l ‘L > S

Operation Ghazab lil Haq, after the
Afghan side simultaneously attacked
53 locations along the more than 2,600
km-long border.

Addressing a press conference
Friday evening, the army spokesper-
son, Lt Gen Ahmad Sharif Chaudhry,
said that the Afghan Taliban should
choose between Pakistan and the ter-
rorist organisations.

“I want to make one thing clear: the
oppressive Afghan Taliban regime
has tomake a clear choice. The choice
is to choose between Tehreek-i-Tali-
ban Pakistan, Baloch Liberation Ar-
my, Daesh, Al Qaeda, the terrorists
and terrorist organisations and Paki-
stan,” he said.

“They have to make this choice. It
has been made clear by the govern-
ment of Pakistan. It is not something
new I am saying... They have to make
this choice. Whether they choose ter-

rorists and terrorism or Pakistan.
We are clear...Let it be known that
our choice is absolutely clear. It will
always be Pakistan over everything.”

Pakistan has long accused the Af-
ghan Taliban of allowing the TTP and
other terrorist groups to use their soil
for residence, training and logistics
to carry out attacks against Pakistan.

The Afghan side rejects the allega-
tions and asks Pakistan to put its own
house in order by holding talks with
the militants.

Meanwhile, a senior US official
supported Pakistan’s right to defend
against terrorists.

Under Secretary of State for Polit-
ical Affairs Allison Hooker said that
she spoke to Pakistan’s foreign secre-
tary to “express condolences for lives
lost in the recent conflict between Pa-
kistan and the Taliban”.

“We continue to monitor the sit-
uation closely and express support
for Pakistan’s right to defend itself
against Taliban attacks,” she said on
X. As tension mounted, the Afghan
Taliban showed willingness to nego-
tiate with Pakistan.

“Afghanistan...has always pre-
ferred to resolve issues based on
mutual understanding and respect,”
the Afghan foreign ministry quoted
Foreign Minister Amir Khan Mut-
taqi as telling Qatar’s junior Foreign
Minister Mohammed bin Abdulaziz
Al-Khalifi by telephone.

has been returned undelivered. Hence, you are hereby called upon to take notice and pay the outstanding loan amount mentioned against the said account with
Interest accuring there from within 60 days from the date of this publication, failing which the Company will proceed against you by exercising its right under Sub-
Section (4) of Section 13 of the Act by enforcing the below mentioned security to realize its dues with interests and cost. It is needles to mention that this notice is
addressed to you without prejedice to any other remedy available to the Company.

Loan A/c. No. ML01XBJ00000086604

1. Kalcity Abhimanyu Dora (Applicant),

Gopinathpur, Ganjam, Odisha, Pin - 761004
2. Indugu Rama Chandra Rao (Co-Applicant)

Gopinathpur, Ganjam, Odisha - 761004

Name and Address of Borrower / Co- Borrower :

S/o. Indugu Rama Chandra Rao, Chudialanji, Samantiapalli,

All that part and parcel of the property
Bearing Khata No. 519/766, Plot No. 1831 /
3270, Area Acre 0.032 Decimal, Mouza -
Chudialaniji, Tahasil - Patrapur, P. S. - Jarada,
District - Ganjam, Pin - 761004, Odisha

S/o. Indugu Hari Krishna, Chudialanji, Samantiapalli, Gopinathpur, Ganjam, Odisha - 761004
3. Indugu Bijayalaxmi (Co-Applicant), W/o. Indugu Rama Chandra Rao, Chudialanji,Samantiapalli,

4. Tarini Bangles (Co-Applicant), Palur Junction Chhak, Humma, Ganjam, Pin - 761027

Loan Amount : Rs. 20,00,000.00
(Rupees Twenty Lakh only)

Date of Demand Notice : 12.02.2026
NPA Date : 03.02.2026

Outstanding Amount :

Rs. 21,08,660.00

(Rupees Twenty One Lakh Eight

Thousand Six Hundred Sixty only)
as on 11/02/2026

Loan A/c. No. MLO1FGH00000099331

4. Aditya Market Comples (Co-Applicant),

Ranisarda, Arda, Sonepur, Pin - 767020

Plot No. 1553, Khata No. 106, Unnamed Road,

Name and Address of Borrower / Co- Borrower :
1. Ramesh Kumar Tripathy (Applicant), S/o. Hrusikesh Tripathy
Arda, P.O. - Ranisarda, P.S. - Tarbha, District - Sonepur, Pin - 767020 | Acre 0.2600 Decimal, Total Area Acre 0.4150
2. Tapaswini Tripathy (Co-Applicant), W/o. Hrusikesh Tripathy
Arda, P.O. - Ranisarda, P.S. - Tarbha, District - Sonepur, Pin - 767020 | Thana - Tarbha, District- Subarnapur.
3. Haripriya Tripathy (Co-Applicant), W/o. Ramesh Kumar Tripathy

Arda, P.O. - Ranisarda, P.S. - Tarbha, District - Sonepur, Pin - 767020

All that part and parcel of the Property
Bearing Khata No.106, Plot No.1553, Area
Acre 0.1550 Decimal, Plot No. 2079, Area

Decimal, Mouza - Arda, Tahasil - Tarbha,

Loan Amount : Rs. 50,00,000.00
(Rupees Fifty Lakh only)

Date of Demand Notice : 11.02.2026
NPADate : 03.02.2026

Outstanding Amount :

Rs. 52,31,186.00

(Rupees Fifty Two Lakh Thirty One

Thousand One Hundred Eighty Six only)
as on 11/02/2026

Loan Al/c. No. HEO1CUK00000089418

Name and Address of Borrower / Co- Borrower :
1. Aurobindo Das (Applicant), S/o. Gobinda Chandra Das,

Pippala Madhab, Batilo, Jagatsingh Pur, Odisha, Pin - 754138.

2. Surendra Kumar Das (Co-Applicant), S/o. Gobinda Chandra Das
Pippala Madhab, Batilo, Jagatsingh Pur, Odisha, Pin - 754138.

3. Kanak Lata Das (Co-Applicant), W/o. Aurobindo Das
Pippala Madhab, Batilo, Jagatsingh Pur, Odisha, Pin - 754138.

4. Maa Sarala Dress House (Co-Applicant), Khata No. 136, Plot No. 411,

Near Panchamukhi Hanuman Temple, Cuttack Paradeep Road, Batilo, Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, Pin - 754160

5. M/s. Gorekhanath Saree and Jeans (Co-Applicant), Plot No. 1952/2303, Room No. 11, Talapada, Kujang,
Station Road,Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, Pin - 754140

All that part and parcel of the Property
Bearing Khata No. 236/53, Plot No. 411/723,
Area - Acre 0.475 Decimal, Mouza - Batilo,
Tahasil - Tirtol, Jagatsinghpur - 754138,
Odisha.

Loan Amount : Rs. 33,00,000.00
(Rupees Thirty Three Lakh only)

Date of Demand Notice : 11.02.2026
NPADate : 03. 02.2026

Outstanding Amount :

Rs. 34,07,471.00

(Rupees Thirty Four Lakh Seven

Thousand Four Hundred Seventy One
only) as on 11/02/2026

Date : 01.03.2026
Place : Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Limited

Authorised Officer




BALE: DON'T WANT TO JONATHAN TO RETURN
SEE MY HEROES TO SILVER SCREEN

@ Orissa
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Christian Bale revealed that his fans Hollywood actor Jonathan Majors is set
will face "terrible disappointment" to make his movie comeback with a new
u i3 | if they meet him because he is at his action film. The Ant-Man and the ‘Wasp: A
best in his work. The Oscar winning- Quantumania’ star was dropped from . A
actor also talked about how he doesn’t several projects after being found guilty of | i
¥ want to see his heroes in real life. assaulting his former girlfriend Grace Jab- | /
- bari in 2023. 4 ‘\“\\\
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 FORTUNE FORECAST s firs ' '
i TEJASSWI Mamta's fivst TV a fearance in 25 years

‘ ‘ ™

L[ GaneshaSpeaks.com . . )
Mumbai: Popular 90s actress Mamta Kulkar-  revealed that she is extremely excited for

ni is all set to make her first television ap-  her first television appearance in more

accuracy e reliability o trust \ g C ’ 1
FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181° pearance in 25 years with the latest episode  than two decades.
of the cooking reality show, Laughter Chefs She added that life has gotten ex-

. ARIES ¥ Unlimited Entertainment Sea- son 3. tremely serious, hence it is good to

B

=

Today you will feel mushy She was recent- ly laugh at times.

Sgﬂ \tgiﬂor;%k%z%iscqglse%’grts £3 I NTO ART spotted on the sets of Mamta was heard saying, “I am

e the show posing in a very excited. I am coming on tele-
to strengthen your relationships. You . L .
look upon commitment as a security for stunning red saree vision after 25 years. In fact, if you

the future. As a result, you will develop Mumbai: Tejasswi Prakash has, over the years, built a with golden embel- notice, I have never been on tele-

strong, long-term bondings. strong on-screen identity with roles that balance emotion lishments. vision in the last 25 years of my

tececescccesescssscssessnss and strength. From fiction dramas to real- While inter- life. It is a good opportunity
ity formats, she has remained a famil- acting with the to laugh. People have be-

Il TAURUS [ iar and bankable face, known for her
. o . . expressive presence and ability to
;ggm'()ﬂi I:?gsdeh;rtiglrrl](lj(smg 0.3 carry intense story arcs. With a
particularly about the opposite. It may loyal audience base and consistent
suddenly dawn upon you that you are in visibility, her move to digital had
love, says Ganesha. If per chance there is been anticipated for some time.
aromantic encounter, go ahead and dive Psycho Saiyaan marks that shift,
fearlessly in the pool of love. It is near her official OTT debut signalling
certain that the wedding bells will be :
ringing for you sooner than you think. anew pha§e in her career where
she steps into darker, more lay-

shutterbugs,
Mamta

come very serious;
life has become
very serious.
There is
seriousness
P every-h
7 - \\ where.

/ ’H e So
what
could be bet-

/ -~

- 55

\

cecececsccscssccccssscsesss M eredstorytelling. -r) ter than this -
Launched on Amazon MX Player " you laugh while
aﬁ% cooking.” ans

. GEMINI on the 25th, Psycho Saiyaan places

You will spend your day 4 her at the centre of a psychological

fulfilling the demands made dark romance. The series revolves \\

upon you by your family around love that gradually blurs into

members and colleagues. You will need obsession, exploring emotional depend- |

ta(ztgﬁ\t’pg: tttl)nt]ﬁet%erg?jtst%rfs %t h°§}§;-P2‘S’ ency, possessiveness and fragile re-

i ur relativ ; . . .

for they will be helpful to{;ou in the near lationship dynamics. Unlike con-

future, says Ganesha. ventional romantic dramas,
this story leans heavily

on tension and atmos-

phere. It unfolds &&=
Il CANCER slowly, allowing {
Watch out for winds of emotional  shifts

change and ac accordingly. and psychological
Ganesha warns you of drowning in a conflict to shape the
strong current. Your task will be easier narrative rather than
if you adjust to circumstances. Fun and
entertainment are today's password. In

‘Viewers now ready Tor
- _women-led narratives’j§

Mumbai: Yash Raj Films® @& [ :&

Mardaani 3 has extended ; b { >
the franchise’s steady
box office performance,
reaffirming its place as
one of Hindi cinema’s
most durable women-

=

J
-
S
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/
relying on loud con- |

the social sector business, you will have frontations. . led series. The third
success. This is the right time to enhance Within this instalment builds
social prestige. framework, Tejass- on the momentum

wi turns obsession
into something tex-

Mumbai: Actress Saumya Tandon believes fitness
is a lifelong commitment and not something to be

of its predecessors,
adding another

H LEO tured rather than commercial suc- paused. She asserted to never stop, even with a knee
_Financial gains in shares . theatrical. She cess to the banner. injury, pregnancy, or sciatica.

and stocks are indicated. avoids playing it At a time when theat- Saumya, who is currently basking in the

If you are an investor, your as sudden instabil- rical conversations success of her latest release Dhurandhar by

investments will yield substantial profits. ity or exaggerated | are often dominated . Aditya Dhar, took to Instagram, where she

Long-standing debts are also likely to be
cleagred, and gending dues will begettled. drama. Instead, §he
Expenses for the purposes of entertain- allows the emotion ‘
ment are a possibility, says Ganesha. to evolve naturally |
through measured
reactions, con-
trolled expressions
and quiet intensity.
The progression
from affection
to fixation
feels gradual
and believ-
able. That
restraint
becomes
the core
strength
of her
portrayal.

AGENCIES

shared a string of images of herself doing
aerial yoga, planks, TRX workout, pilates
\ and yoga.

Reflecting on her fitness journey over
the years, Saumya highlighted how yo-
ga, Pilates and weight training have re-
mained constant in her routine.

She wrote: “Over the years.... Yoga,
Pilates, Weight training. Never stop.

Even with knee injury, pregnancy,

saitica whatever situation you are

thrown into, just be at it. Your body
is the best investment in the world.

Women lift weights.”

Saumya took up modelling assign-
ments early in her career and was the
Femina Cover Girl First Runner Up in
2006. She also appeared in the Afghan serial
Khushi in 2008 as part of the international
project, where she played the lead of an Af-
ghan woman doctor.

by larger-than-life male
protagonists, Rani Muker-
ji believes the response to
Mardaani 3 signals that
audiences are equally
receptive to female-led
narratives.
“I’'m deeply grateful that
Mardaani 3 has connected
with audiences in such a big
way,” Rani said. “When much
of the box office conversation re-
volves around ‘alpha male’ charac-
ters, this success proves something J
important — that female-led films al- |
so have an audience. I hope the indus- | -'
try recognises this so that we see more
such stories being made,” she added.
With Mardaani 3, the franchise
continues its consistent track re-
cord, marking another successful

H VIRGO
You won't bother others i
much today, and in return, @7, "%

people will show more em-

pathy toward you. You may find yourself

being quite firm in your responsibilities

and strong in your convictions. At home,
- you'll be more expressive and share a

warmer, more affectionate connection

with your loved ones.

H LIBRA
Ganesha says you will give K n

more importance to your

family and there may be

concerns about the health of a family
member. There may be news from abroad

_
ZA

- . hapter in a series that has sus- | She has hosted Dance India Dance for
ding the health of a close famil ch ) ! : :

ﬁg;rbé??wh?cheniay Sisiucrﬁf,‘i,ua{ﬂgﬁy. tained audience interest for over 1 3 seasons. She co-hosted the Bournvita
Do maintain your mental balance today a decade. AGENCIES ¥ Quiz Contest, along with Derek O’Brien
and remember that this too shall pass. 3 for three seasons. ians
l SCORPIO SUDOKU
Y Il set to paint th . .
tgﬁfﬁgfaﬁiouofggﬂom;nce FUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a

and love creeping into your po '[ manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
life slowly. You may bump into 'someone CROSSWO RD the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

special' today and see love blooming for I PE AN UTS

you. There are also chances of marriage

proposals and meeting prospective
candidates, says Ganesha.

: TE ORE HE DIED
Il SAGITTARIUS E. BOOK ABOUT THE  [i| HE WAS BORN.. : ,
~~- : _ { \ 2

You are all set to groom LIFE OF BEETHOVEN
your skills as a profession-
al. Talking about work,
determination and dedication are likely
to rule you today. Putting your heart and
soul, your work speaks volumes about
your efforts. Appreciation, though slow in
pace, is on its way to encourage you.

B CAPRICORN /‘i\\

You'll be popular today
at your workplace. Your
honesty and efforts will be

recognised, which will be fulfilling for GALAXOID '\ THIS rOL> NOU DIDNT | WE PAD SO | [ EMM WELL, |YOU ARE A MIOST
you. But, tomorrow will be a different AND LHITE GLOP ASK. | LEAVES FOR ||LET THE [DISHONDRABLE
day and times may not be favourable NEBULAR! / [OVERG US| (| TWIS PLANET! || BUYER POTENTATE!
for you. It is, therefore, necessary for ]ﬁ YOU GREATLY || BEWARE'

you to understand the importance of 3 I OVERTHARGED WE DEMAND

today and utilise it to the maximum,
advises Ganesha.

YOU BRING
THIS PLANET

E)W us!

UP TO
Il AQUARIUS
Copyright ©2026 PuzzleJunction.com
You know how to examine .. .
the nuts and bolts of every Across 21 Part of a joint 6 Aggressive
assignment or project, and 1 Hunter’s target 24 Extreme 7 Nuisance
it consumes your resources to a .
great extent. But, like a stitch in time 3 Place to buy a 25 Artsy one 8 Stations
saves nine, your meticulous planning crumpet 26 Reaps 13 Wasps and bees,
minimises the chances of a loss or a 9 They’ :
failure, feels Ganesha, ey’re found 27 Swindles e.g.
on vessels 15 Hen house Tli1l3)s|6|2ja|8]|4

10 Haven Down figure glalzlaol4l1lz|s5|7
H PISCES 11 Cow catcher 1 Silverbacks 17 Heir’s concern alalslalal7li1]&6]2
You will communicate with ! WHY'S IT SMELL 12 Lowlife 2 King with a 18 Passionate S1611171212161215
your friends or relatives . WE 'RE BURNING 14 Collar olden touch 20 Business
living abroad today. There LKE A BARNYARD S - 16 Ech e ek g 4lalslalz]s]7[1]3
is a chance that these communications IN HERE? ' cho —-Lorraine overty-stricken slalsl2l1lelzlals
could translate directly into substantial 19 Hang around 5 Eat away 23 Hurry o
gain for you. You will find yourself in the o Tjrj4]2|5|9)|8)3]A
mood for socializing. You will likely invite oD
friends over to dinner at your place in the (7)) N AR ) ER A
evening, says Ganesha. s T CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW — J|s|8je |7 |84 2]1




(05

It (India) is like a
game-changer.
It's an infinite
market in a sense

SUDEEP JAIN | MD FOR
SOUTH WEST ASIA, IHG

JEWELLERY MARKET PROJECTED
TO REACH $130-150BN BY 2030

The domestic jewellery market, cur-
rently valued at approximately $85-90
billion, is projected to expand to $130-
150 billion by 2030, driven by wedding
demand, premiumisation, organised
retail expansion, and rising consumer
confidence, it was announced Saturday
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US-Iran tensions to shape world markets

A prolonged conflict disrupting oil supplies would likely strengthen the US dollar, except against the yen and Swiss franc

iuotel 2 8

Given the
growth of the
industry, |

would say that in
five years' time, we
should have five
times the number
of hotels that we have today,
because that's what the market
would warrant

MARK S HOPLAMAZIAN | PRESIDENT
AND CEO, HYATT HOTELS

India is more
than a growth

market. It is

a strategic hub for r~
future-ready indus- 2
trial development. ,
Our sole aim is to

help customers scale faster, op-
erate more reliably and transition
sustainably

JOAKIM LANDHOLM I SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT,
GLOBAL COMMERCIAL & OPERATIONS, SKF GROUP

The future of
‘ higher educa-

tion is border-
less. By partnering
with UBC, we are
creating an aca-
demic continuum
that begins in India and extends
to the global stage - empowering
our students to learn locally and
compete internationally
INDU SHAHANI | CHANCELLOR AND FOUNDING
PRESIDENT, ATLAS SKILLTECH UNIVERSITY

SHORT TAKES

I PE companies exit
Vishal Mega Mart

Mumbai: Samayat Services
LLP, a special-purpose
vehicle representing
Kedaara Capital and
Partners Group, offloaded
65.25 crore shares, equating
to a 13.96% stake in Vishal
Mega Mart, for ¥7,635.55
crore. This strategic
reduction of their holding
from 54.09% to 40.13%
indicates a significant
profit-taking maneuver,
despite the company's
recent IPO aimed at raising
capital. The shares were
sold in the price range of
%117-%117.03. Concurrently,
institutional investors

such as the Government

of Singapore (acquiring
2.72%), HDFC Mutual Fund
(2.01%), and the Monetary
Authority of Singapore
(1.57%) collectively bought
over 29.42 crore shares,
representing a 6.3% stake,
for approximately 3,443.17
crore. The block deal

price was reportedly at a
discount to the previous
closing price, further
contributing to market
sentiment. The market
responded with a sharp
decline, as Vishal Mega
Mart's shares closed down
7.59% at ¥117.85 on the NSE.
This large-scale divestment
by its primary backers,
occurring subsequent to

its December 2024 IPO,
raises questions about the
PE firms' conviction on
immediate upside potential.

[ Wind power project:
GAIL invests 31,736¢cr

New Delhi: State-owned
gas utility GAIL (India) Ltd
will invest ¥1,736.25 crore
in setting up a wind power
project in Maharashtra
that will help expand

its renewable energy
portfolio, as it targets net
zero carbon emissions

by 2035. In a regulatory
filing, GAIL said its board
at its meeting on Friday
approved the investment in
setting up 178.2 megawatt
wind power capacity. The
project, to be completed in
24 months from the award
of the contract, will add

to the existing portfolio

of 117.95 MW. Besides,

the firm also has 27 MW
of solar energy projects
spread across Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh. Its wind power
projects are in Gujarat
(19.2 MW), Karnataka
(38.1 MW) and Tamil Nadu
(60.65 MW). The project to
generate electricity from
wind is part of a broader
effort to boost renewable
capacity and meet net-zero
carbon emission targets
by 2035.

REUTERS

London/Abu Dhabi, Feb 28:
The United States and Israel
launched strikes on Iran Sat-
urday, targeting its leadership
and plunging the Middle East
into a new conflict that Presi-
dent Donald Trump said would
end a security threat and give
Iranians a chance to topple
their rulers.

The strikes put nearby
oil-producing Gulf Arab coun-
tries on edge as fears of esca-
lation grew, and Tehran re-
sponded by launching missiles
towards Israel.

OIL SPIKE

Qil is the main barometer of
Middle East tension.

Iran is a major producer and
lies opposite the oil-rich Arabi-
an Peninsula across the Strait
of Hormuz, through which
about 20% of global oil supply
passes. Conflict could limit oil
entering the global market and
push up prices.

Brent crude traded Friday
around $73 a barrel, already
up by a fifth this year.

Some oil majors and top trad-
ing houses suspended crude
oil and fuel shipments via the
Strait of Hormuz because of the
attacks, four trading sources
said Saturday.

William Jackson, chief
emerging markets economist
at Capital Economics, said
that even if the conflict was
contained, Brent might rise to

about $80, which was the peak
during the 12-day war in Iran
last June.

A prolonged conflict affecting
supply could cause oil prices
to jump to around $100, poten-
tially adding 0.6-0.7 percentage
points to global inflation, he
said in a note.

WILD SWINGS, EVERYWHERE

The conflict is likely to exac-
erbate volatility across global
markets, which have already
swung wildly this year owing
to Trump's tariffs and a sharp

AOUBRA launches

members’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 28: The
members’ directory of All
Odisha Union Bank Retirees’
Association (AOUBRA) was
formally inaugurated at a cer-
emony held at Budha Mandir
here Saturday.

The event was graced by All
India Union Bank Officers’ Fed-
eration chairman Priya Ranjan
Kumar and the federation’s
general secretary Upendra Ku-
mar. Speaking on the occasion,
the dignitaries highlighted the
importance of unity, continued
engagement, and welfare of re-
tirees in strengthening the larg-
er organisational fraternity.

Union Bank of India, Bhu-

directory

baneswar Zonal Head Hare
Krishna Das, Bhubaneswar
regional head Niranjan Barik
and Berhampur regional head
Sangita Kujur were present at
the inaugural function. The se-
nior most member of the retir-
ees’ association Ratnakar Singh
also graced the occasion.

The publication of the direc-
tory is expected to serve as a
valuable reference for commu-
nication, coordination and so-
cial bonding among nearly 250
retiree members in the state.

AOUBRA general secretary
Saroj Mohanty expressed his
sincere gratitude to the distin-
guished guests and all members
for making the programme a
grand success.

tech selloff.

The VIX volatility index has
risen by a third this year, and
implied US bond volatility is
up 15%.

Currency markets are unlike-
ly to be immune, analysts say.

The dollar index fell by
around 1% during the June
war, CBA notes. But that fall
was short-lived and unwound
after three or four days.

"In current circumstances,
the size of the fall will depend
on how large and how long-last-

ing the conflict is expected to
be," CBA analysts said in a note
a week ago.

Israel's shekel will almost
certainly be another mover -
Iran quickly retaliated against
Israel on Saturday.

It dropped 5% at the start
of the June war and also
reacted after Israel struck
Iran's Damascus consulate
in April 2024 and when Iran
launched missiles at Israel
that October.

All episodes were short-lived
and followed by quick shekel
rebounds. However, JPMorgan
said it could be different this
time if the conflict and a rise
in market risk premia proved
more persistent.

"This would especially be the
case if confrontation with Iran
also triggers more intensive
operations against Iran’s prox-
ies," the Wall Street bank said.
SAFE-HAVENS DO THEIR THING

The Swiss franc, widely
regarded as a safe haven in
times of turmoil, is expected
to face further upward pres-
sure, creating a headache for
the Swiss National Bank. It is
up 3% this year against the US
dollar.

Investors could also make
another dash for gold, which
has had a record run and is
up 22% so far in 2026, and into
silver, which has also been on
aroll.

The conflict could also add
to demand for US Treasuries

whose yields have been falling
in the past few weeks.

The outlier has been bitcoin,
no longer seen as a haven. It fell
2% Saturday and has shed more
than a quarter of its value in
two months.

MIDDLE EAST MARKETS WATCH

Trading in bourses in the
Middle East Sunday, including
Saudi Arabia and Qatar, will
provide an initial indicator of
investor sentiment. While these
markets are highly correlated
to oil prices, an escalating con-
flict could ripple through the
economies.

"I suspect markets will be
down if these hostilities con-
tinue through the day,” said
Ryan Lemand, chief executive
officer and co-founder of Neo-
vision Wealth Management.
Depending on the scale of the
conflict, Gulf equities could
drop by 3-5%, he said.

Saudi Arabia's benchmark
stock index dropped 1.3% in
five days through Thursday,
its second consecutive week of
declines. Dubai's main market,
which reopens Monday, fell in
the last two weeks.

AIRLINE & DEFENCE STOCKS

Global airlines cancelled
flights across the Middle East
Saturday, and their stocks
could be under pressure if the
conflict spreads and forces
more airspace closures.

European weapons makers,
up 10% this year, could see
more demand.

India, EU lock in WTO guardrails,
digital trade rules in trade deal

REUTERS

New Delhi, Feb 28: The Eu-
ropean Union and India plan
to grant each other Most Fa-
voured Nation status after their
trade deal takes effect, prevent-
ing either from offering better
tariff terms to other partners
for five years, a draft of the text
showed.

India and the European
Union struck a long-delayed
deal last month aiming to
slash tariffs on most goods
and boost two-way trade amid
growing global trade tensions
elsewhere.

The deal, likely to be effective
in a year after legislative rati-
fication, is expected to double
EU exports to India by 2032 by
eliminating or reducing tariffs
on 96.6% of traded goods by val-
ue, and will lead to savings of
4 billion euros ($4.7 billion) in
duties for European companies,
the EU has said.

India and the EU have said
agriculture-related items like
soya, beef, sugar, rice and
dairy have been left out of the
purview of the trade deal.

Both sides have agreed to
lock in commitments not to
impose new import or export
restrictions beyond World
Trade Organization rules and
to deepen cooperation on dig-

ital trade under a proposed
free-trade agreement, a draft
text released by India's trade
ministry showed.

To ease trade flows, New Del-
hi and Brussels will align food
safety and plant health mea-
sures with WTO standards and
streamline certification and au-
dit procedures.

The text also envisages en-
hanced customs cooperation
and faster clearance of goods,
with commitments becoming
binding after ratification.

The two sides will begin ex-
changing annual import data
one year after the pact takes
effect to monitor implementa-
tion and the use of tariff pref-
erences. They also agreed to
ensure non-discriminatory and
accessible appeal procedures

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

for customs decisions affect-
ing imports, exports or goods
in transit.

On digital trade, India and
the EU committed to curbing
unjustified barriers and pro-
moting an open and secure on-
line environment.

The draft recognises privacy
as a fundamental right while
preserving both sides’ authori-
ty over personal data protection
and cross-border transfer rules.

It also promotes paperless
trade and legal recognition of
electronic contracts, signatures
and authentication.

Separately, the EU will mo-
bilise finance and investment
to support India’s efforts to cut
greenhouse gas emissions un-
der the proposed pact, the draft
showed.

Air passenger traffic
grows 4.36% in Jan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 28: India's do-
mestic air passenger traffic
grew 4.36 per cent year-on-
year to 152.49 lakh in January
2026 over the corresponding
month of last year, according to
DGCA data.

The domestic carriers, in-
cluding four major ones, Indi-
Go, Air India Group, Spicedet
and Akasa Air, together had
flown a total of 146.11 lakh pas-
sengers in January 2025 on lo-
cal routes, data released by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) late Friday
evening showed.

Gurugram-headquartered
IndiGo, which faced massive
operational disruptions on
account of stricter norms for
pilots' rest and duty period in
December and lost about 4 per
cent market share in the previ-
ous month, wrested it back with
63.6 per cent market share, hav-
ing flown 97.04 lakh passengers
during the reporting month.

On the contrary, Air India
Group lost nearly three per cent
market share at 26.5 per cent (
40.34-1akh passengers) sequen-
tially in the previous month,
according to data.

The overall cancellation rate
of scheduled domestic airlines
for the month of January 2026
was seen 1.44 per cent while In-
diGo delivered the best On-time
performance at 70.9 per cent
from six key metro airports,
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kol-
kata, Hyderabad and Banga-
lore, during the month under
review, as per DGCA data.

Trump orders halt
to Anthropic use

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Feb 28: Presi-
dent Donald Trump said Friday
that he was ordering all federal
agencies to stop using Anthrop-
ic's technology following the
company's unusually public
dispute with the Pentagon over
artificial intelligence safety.

Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth also said he was des-
ignating Anthropic as a sup-
ply chain risk, a move that
could prevent US military
vendors from working with
the company.

Hegseth's remarks, delivered
in a social media post, came
shortly after the Pentagon's
deadline for Anthropic to allow
unrestricted military use of its
Al technology or face conse-
quences - and nearly 24 hours
after CEO Dario Amodei said
his company "cannot in good
conscience accede" to the De-
fense Department's demands.

Trump's comments came just
over an hour before the Penta-
gon's deadline for Anthropic to
allow unrestricted military use
of its Al technology or face con-
sequences - and nearly 24 hours
after CEO Dario Amodei said
his company "cannot in good
conscience accede" to the De-
fense Department's demands.

India seeks to cut power sector coal imports by 30% this year

The South Asian country still relies on coal for three-fourths of its electricity generation, even as it ramps up renewable energy at a record pace toward its 2070 net-zero goal

REUTERS

New Delhi, Feb 28: India, the
world's second-largest import-
er of thermal coal, wants to cut
those imports for power plants
by at least 30%, asking them to
test increased blending with
domestic coal, government and
industry officials familiar with
the plan said.

India's power plants used
nearly 50 million tons of im-
ported coal in 2025 from coun-
tries like Indonesia, South
Africa and Russia. The gov-
ernment aims to cut this by at
least 15 million tons this year,
said two government officials
and one industry source.

New Delhi wants to reduce
reliance on imports for the
country's nearly 17 gigawatts
of power plants built to run
on imported coal as gov-
ernment-backed Coal India

INDIA AIMS TO CUT THERMAL
COAL IMPORTS BY AT LEAST
15 MILLION TONS IN 2026

DOMESTIC COAL TO REPLACE
20-30% OF IMPORTS AT

POWER PLANTS

COAL INDIA OPENS EXPOR
TO BANGLADESH, BHUTAN,
SRI LANKA TO REDUCE
STOCKPILES

(COALL.NS), opens new tab and
private miners have boosted
domestic coal production.

Authorities aim to replace
at least 20% of imported coal
with domestic supply at most
plants, with some able to go up
to 30%, government and power
company sources said.

The seven people Reuters
spoke to did not want to be
named as they were not au-
thorised to talk to the media.
India's coal and power minis-

try did not respond to Reuters
emails seeking comments.
The government has long
sought to cut coal imports for
the power sector, but those
efforts have failed as power
plants have been unable to

burn lower-quality local coal.
An executive with a power
plant in western Gujarat state
said power plants won't be able
to use as much domestic coal as
the government wants without
totally recalibrating their boil-

The share of
imported thermal
coal is expected

to gradually shift from the
power sector to non-power
industries such as cement
and sponge iron

VASUDEV PAMNANI I DIRECTOR, IENERGY
NATURAL RESOURCES

ers, which would be very costly
and require state subsidies.
However, the government has
assured power producers that
domestic coal supplies will be
of high quality, one of the peo-
ple involved in the testing said.
Coal India has been strug-
gling with inventories of
around 90 million tons as of
December 31, after producing
a record 781.1 million tons in
the fiscal year to March 2025.
That made up nearly 80% of
India's total coal output last

fiscal year.

These 200-year-old tea leaves
could help scientists protect
one of the world’s most con-
sumed beverages from the toll
of climate change.

To pare stockpiles, Coal In-
dia has opened up exports to
Bangladesh, Bhutan and Sri
Lanka.

India's thermal coal imports,
second only to China, fell 6.2%
in 2025, the steepest drop since
2021, as power demand de-
clined in milder weather.

Despite plans to raise coal-
fired capacity by 97 GW to
307 GW by 2034-2035, India's
thermal coal imports are ex-
pected to slow gradually as
newer coal plants are likely
to come up in areas closer to
domestic sources, said Rajiv
Ramnarayan, chief executive
of Singapore-based coal trader
Equentia Natural Resources.
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After 67 years of
participation in India’s
premier domestic
tournament, Jammu &
Kashmir finally lifted the
Ranji Trophy, marking a
historic and emotional
milestone for cricket

in the region

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar, Feb 28: The victory
of Jammu and Kashmir crick-
et team Saturday over rivals
Karnataka in the Ranji Trophy
finals is not just a win well de-
served, it is the promise of glory
and hope for the youth of the
Union Territory, whose talent
in sports is getting countrywide
acknowledgment now.

Throughout the contest,
Jammu & Kashmir displayed
remarkable discipline, com-
posure and belief, maintain-
ing control from the opening
session of Day 1 until the final
declaration. Playing in their
maiden Ranji Trophy final,
Jammu & Kashmir showed
no signs of nerves against
one of India’s most successful
domestic teams. Instead, they
dictated terms, executed their
plans flawlessly and rose to the
occasion with maturity beyond
their experience.

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah, Chief Minister's Ad-
visor Nasir Aslam Wani and
NC MLA, Tanvir Sadiqg had
reached Karnataka's Hubballi
Friday to witness history as the
Jammu and Kashmir team was
about to write it Saturday. They
personally cheered the victory
of the team.

The victory marks Jammu
and Kashmir's first Ranji Tro-
phy crown in 67 years.

Widepread celebrations
broke across the Union Terri-
tory when the news came.

Opting to bat first after win-
ning the toss, Jammu and Kash-
mir posted a formidable total
of 584 runs in 173.1 overs, built
on a strong collective batting
effort.

Shubham Pundir anchored
the innings with a composed
121 off 247 balls, while Yawer
Hassan (88) and skipper Paras
Dogra (70) providing solid sup-
port.

The middle order kept the
momentum alive through Ab-
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I Jammu and Kashmir won
the title on the basis of their
massive first-innings lead of
291 runs against Karnataka in
the summit showdown

[l J&K Chief Minister announced
a cash reward of Rs 2 crore and
government job opportunities
for players and support staff

dul Samad (61) and wicketkeep-
er Kanhaiya Wadhawan (70),
while Sahil Lotra added crucial
runs with a well-crafted 72.

For Karnataka, Prasidh
Krishna stood out with a
five-wicket haul, though the
attack struggled overall.

In reply, Karnataka were
bowled out for 293 runs in 93.3
overs, conceding a massive
first-innings deficit of 291 runs.

0

NARENDRA MODI | PRIME MINISTER

OMAR ABDULLAH I CM, J&K

Mayank Agarwal fought a
lone battle with a superb 160,
but lacked support from the
rest of the batting lineup.

Jammu and Kashmir's bowl-
ing was led by Auqib Nabi Dar,
who claimed a sensational
five-wicket haul (5/54), his sev-
enth of the tournament.

Sunil Kumar and Yudhvir
Singh Charak chipped in with
two wickets each to keep Kar-
nataka firmly under pressure.

With a commanding lead,
Jammu and Kashmir tight-
ened their grip in the second
innings, reaching 342/4 in 113
overs.

Qamran Igbal starred with
an unbeaten 160, while Sahil
Lotra completed a fine match
with an unbroken 101, effec-
tively shutting the door on any
Karnataka comeback.

JAY SHAH | ICC CHAIRMAN

R ASHWIN | FORMER PLAYER

HARBHAJAN SINGH | FORMER PLAYER

The final ended in a draw,
but Jammu and Kashmir's de-
cisive first-innings lead sealed
a historic victory and the most
prestigious title in Indian do-
mestic cricket.

Youth were seen dancing in
Jammu as elders joined them
distributing sweets. It was a
celebration cutting across re-
gion, religion and language.

Every face wore a festive
smile and drums started beating
at different parts of Jammu city.

Brief scores:

Jammu & Kashmir 584 all
out & 342/4 dec (Qamran Igbal
160*, Sahil Lotra 101*; Prasidh
Krishna 2-42) beat Karnataka
293 all out (Mayank Agarwal
160, Kruthik Krishna 36; Au-
qib Nabi Dar 5-54) with first-in-
nings lead

SACHIN TENDULKAR I CRICKET LEGEND

®

OFC welcome Chennaiyin FC at home

RISHABH PAREKH, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 28: In the
build-up to the Chennaiyin FC
clash Sunday, Odisha FC’s head
coach TG Purushothaman and
skipper Amrinder Singh ad-
dressed the media Saturday
reflecting on recent perfor-
mances, emphasising defensive
organisation and the strategy
aimed at securing three points.

After battling to a gritty stale-
mate in their opener against
Inter Kashi, Purushothaman
lauded his side’s organisation
and commitment. "The play-
ers stuck to the structure and
gave everything for the team,"
he noted.

Ahead of the next fixture, the
coach said past results won'’t de-
fine what’s to come. His focus is

n “space management”’—cre-
ating openings while restrict-
ing the opposition. Despite
limited preparation time, he’s
confident in the team’s hunger
to win and insists weather or
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timing won’t be excuses. The
final squad decision will follow
the last training session.
Captain and goalkeeper Am-
rinder Singh highlighted the
value of constant communi-
cation within a defensive unit
that blends experienced figures
such as Carlos Delgado with
emerging young talents.
“When it comes to my po-

PRAGUE MASTERS
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sition, I can see the game com-
pletely. I try to stay calm in the
goal because everyone looks at
my face. If they see me under
pressure, they lose confidence,”
Amrinder shared. He expressed
immense pride in the team’s abil-
ity to secure a clean sheet in the
opening game after only three or
four days of collective training.
When asked about facing

Gukesh shocked: Aravmdh Parham tied

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Prague, Feb 28: World Cham-
pion D Gukesh suffered a shock
defeat to Jorden van Foreest of
Holland, while Aravindh Chith-
ambaram played out a draw
with Parham Maghsoodloo of
Iran in the third round of the
Masters section of Prague In-
ternational chess festival here.

Still looking for his first vic-
tory in the tournament, Gukesh
never really found his footing
against van Foreest. He soon
came under heavy pressure
and had to part with a pawn.
The technicalities remained

but Foreest could possibly do
no-wrong in this round.

The trade of Queens led to a
pawn-less rook and minor piece
endgame for Gukesh wherein
the Dutchman cleaned up the
king side and his pawns did the

remaining. The game lasted 48
moves. Foreest regained the
joint lead and is the only player
in the event with all three de-
cisive games. With two points
in his Kkitty, Foreest shares the
lead with Uzbek duo of Nodir-
bek Yakubboev and Nodirbek
Abdusattorov along with local
favourite David Navara.

With six rounds still remain-
ing in the 10-players 9-rounds
tournament, Gukesh shares the
seventh spot with top seed Vin-
cent Keymer of Germany, Hans
Moke Niemann of United States
and Maghsoodloo with all having
one point from their three games.

a side managed by a former
coach familiar with the squad,
Amrinder played down the sig-
nificance. “It’s football; today
you play with them, tomorrow
against them. We must focus
on ourselves and stick to our
coach's plan,” he said.

A brace from Farukh Choud-
hary powered Chennaiyin to a
memorable win in the corre-
sponding fixture last season.
The Marina Machans have
recorded two wins, one defeat,
and two draws against the Jug-
gernauts across the last five
meetings, with that triumph in
Kalinga marking the first away
victory for any visiting side in
569 days.

The trip to Odisha will be
Chennaiyin’s third consecu-
tive away-day assignment at
the start of the ISL 2026 season.
The Machans will be back on
the road for their fourth and fi-
nal away fixture of this stretch,
taking on rivals Kerala Blasters
in the Southern Derby March 7.

Eves seek redemption
against dominant Aus

Hobart: Outclassed in the first two
ODls, a struggling India will need

to address their batting frailties to
salvage some pride when they face
a dominant Australia in the third
and final women's ODI here Sunday.
World champions India have failed
to post competitive totals in both
matches, allowing Australia to cruise
to victory with little resistance. India
were bowled out for 214 in the first
0ODI and managed a below-par 251
for nine in the second, totals that
Australia chased down comfortably
to maintain their record of winning
all bilateral ODI series against India.
Harmanpreet Kaur and her team will
need a markedly improved batting
display to prevent Australia from
completing another whitewash,
similar to the one in late 2024.

Biggest moment of my life: Dogra

ammu and Kashmir captain Paras Dogra Saturday struggled

for words after guiding his side to a his-
Ranji Trophy title, calling it the "biggest"
his life. Jammu and Kashmir etched their
history books by clinching their maid-
Trophy title on the basis of a first-in-
nings lead, after the final against
Karnataka ended in a draw. “I

can't explain to be honest, I
have no words. At this time,

it is the biggest thing in my |
life. This will be the biggest

life before I go away from

gratitude I will have in my \é(

this world,” Dogra said after

the triumph. "To be honest, I
have been lucky to be with
JKCA, the guys have been
phenomenal, they have been
excellent, it is not about the
(playing) eleven, it is (about
the) 14-15 guys, they are tre-
mendous, they have been
putting their hands up and
they have been keen to -
win the matches. From
the beginning, they were
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100 per cent sure that we
going to win this Ranji Trophy."

toric maiden
moment of
name in the
en Ranji
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‘Baramulla Express’ biggest weapon

rom the dusty playfields of Sheeri village in Baramulla to

the pinnacle of domestic cricket, Auqib Nabi's journey is a
testament to unyielding resolve. Refusing to let circumstances
dictate his future, the pacer, now known as the 'Baramulla Ex-
press', honed his skills through relentless dedication and rose
through the ranks to deliver the ultimate glory to his native state
Jammu and Kashmir. To say that the 29-year-old has played a
vital role in Jammu and Kashmir's maiden Ranji Trophy title
triumph would be an understatement. Nabi emerged as the stand-
out performer of the domestic season with 60 wickets, earning

widespread praise

from legends like Sourav Ganguly, who

backed himforana- ; tional call-up. His wickets came at a mi-
serly average ofless & than12runs
per wicket. He put § up a stellar

g

show in the knock- out stages
of the Ranji Trophy where he .Y
claimed 26 wickets ' in three %" i
matches, including + a 12-for §
in the quarterfinal ¢ against
Madhya Pradesh § and

Q
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a nine-for against
Bengal in the
semis. In the fi- =4y
nal too, he picked 1?“..,;
up a fivefor in W
Karnataka's first
innings, bagging

the key wickets of
KL Rahul and Karun
Nair. Nabi hasbeena -
consistent performer
over the past few years
he was the second lead- ing
wicket-taker in the 2024-25 sea-
son, bagging 44 scalps at an ex-
cellent average of just under 14.
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US-IRAN TENSIONS

Sindhu stranded
in Dubai as flights
remain suspended

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 28: Double
Olympic medallist PV Sindhu
was Saturday left stranded at
Dubai airport en route to the
prestigious All England Open
badminton tournament, after
flight operations were sus-
pended owing to escalation of
tensions in the Middle East.

The tournament is scheduled
to start from next Tuesday.

Sindhu took to Instagram
and posted a video showing a
crowded airport with a caption:
"All flights suspended until fur-
ther notice."

Later, the Indian superstar
shuttler said she was safe but
stuck with her team. She added
that the speed at which the ten-
sions have escalated is "terrify-
ing". "It's hard to process what's
unfolding right now. Hearing
the interceptions overhead and
seeing how quickly everything
has escalated is honestly terrify-
ing," Sindhu wrote on 'X'.

"So many disturbing videos
are coming to light, and this is
sadly the reality of what is hap-
pening. Dubai is a city I deeply
love, a place that has always
felt safe and full of life, which
makes this moment even hard-
er to comprehend.

"To everyone who has been
messaging and checking in,
thank you, it truly means a lot.
I am safe right now, stuck here
with my team, and we are doing
okay as the situation around
the war with Iran continues to
evolve," she added.

Sindhu said that airports
are chaotic with many families
"stranded and waiting".

"Airports are chaotic, with
many families stranded and
waiting, all of us just hoping we
get past this soon. I'm sure the
authorities are doing everything
in their power, and like every-
one here, we're holding on to
patience and hope," she wrote.

"Moments like these remind
you how fragile normal life re-
ally is. Praying for safety and
peace for everyone affected.”

The US and Israel launched a
major offensive on Iran Satur-
day, with American President
Donald Trump calling on the
Iranian public to overthrow
the Islamic leadership that has
ruled the nation since 1979.

The military strikes have led
to a closure of air space in the
Gulf region and caused disrup-
tion to several flights, including
Emirates and Air India.

India battle WI |n do-or-die clash

Batting boom lifts
India but bowling
questions linger ahead
of virtual quarters
against West Indies

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Feb 28: Their bat-
ting has finally burst into life
but cracks remain in India's
bowling armour as they take
on an explosive West Indies in
a virtual quarterfinal of the T20
World Cup, here Sunday.

West Indies' defeat to South
Africa and India's emphatic win
over Zimbabwe have turned
this Group 1 Super Eights clash
into a do-or-die contest, making
it a high-stakes battle at the
Eden Gardens.

The winner will get a place
in the second semifinal against
England March 5 in Mumbai.

India's batting revival
against Zimbabwe was just
perfect and long-awaited. In
arejigged line-up, with Sanju
Samson returning to the top,
all the top six contributed in
unison.

Making a comeback, Sanju
scored only 24, but he deserves
credit for lifting the tempo
early and giving India a flying
start. That aggressive approach
settled the nerves of Abhishek
Sharma, whose previous best
in an uncharacteristically lean
tournament had been 15 follow-
ing a hat-trick of ducks.

The star opener responded in
style with a half-century, while
Tilak Varma flourished in his
new No.6 role batting with re-
newed intent in his 16-ball 44
not out. India ticked all the
boxes with the bat, posting
256/4 -- the highest total of this

T20 World Cup -- but that does
not mean they arrive at Eden
Gardens without concerns.

While left-arm pacer Arsh-
deep Singh was India's pick
with a triple strike against
Zimbabwe and Jasprit Bumrah
and Hardik Pandya have been
clinical, it is spin ace Varun
Chakravarthy who has looked
a shadow of his past.

His growing ineffectiveness
hurt India badly against South
Africa, where he conceded 47
runs in four overs as David
Miller and the talented Dewald
Brevis went all out with a pre-
determined attack in a total of
187/17, before India were bowled
out for 111.

It remains to be seen whether
the team management contin-
ues to back Chakravarthy or
gives him a breather by bring-
ing in left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav, who has played
just one match so far (against
Pakistan).

Gambhir's fascination for
bowlers who can bat is well
known, but Dube's military-me-
dium pace on a fast and juicy
Eden track could backfire
against a powerful West Indies
line-up.

With a bit of grass likely on
the Eden surface, there should
be some assistance for the pace
trio of Bumrah, Arshdeep and
Pandya.

The West Indies have been
the team to beat from day one
of the tournament.

Pak knocked out;
NZ in semifinals

Pallekele: Pakistan were Saturday
knocked out of the T20 World Cup
despite winning against Sri Lanka
by five runs in their Super Eights
match here, with New Zealand
sneaking into the semifinals on
the basis of better net run rate.
Invited to bat, Pakistan made

a formidable 212 for 8 with
Sahibzada Farhan (100) hitting a
stunning century and his opening
partner Fakhar Zaman scoring

84. Pakistan needed to restrict Sri
Lanka to 147 or less to surpass
New Zealand's net run rate and
reach the semifinals from Group 2
of the Super Eights. But they failed
to do so as co-hosts Sri Lanka,
who were already out of reckoning
for a semifinal spot, ended at 207
for 6. Pakistan and New Zealand
ended on three points each in the
Super Eights stage but the Kiwis
qualified for the semifinals as

the second-placed team from the
group on the basis of better NRR.

TODAY’S CLASHES

’ Zimbabwe vs South Africa
Tlme 3 00 pm ’>

Indua Vs West Indles
= Time- 7:00 pm
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