
Aditi’s admission India, Canada seal deal Factory growth dips Atiqa’s historic P3
Actor Aditi Rao Hydari feels the 
entertainment world has become 
tougher to navigate due to the 
rise of agenda-driven narratives

India and Canada sign uranium 
and critical minerals pacts, 
pledging a trade deal and USD 50 
billion annual trade by 2030

Industrial production 
growth decelerates to a 
three-month low of 4.8 per 
cent in January

Racing prodigy Atiqa Mir becomes 
the fi rst Indian to secure a podium 
fi nish in the European leg of the 
COTFA karting series
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Mumbai: Deepika Padukone, also known as 
DP to her fans, has been making the most of 

motherhood and through a recent video, she has 
shared her actual feelings about being a mom.

The actress shared a reel on her Instagram 
stories that spoke about her inner conflict 
as a mother which also includes mom guilt. 
The actress shared that as a mother, she 
feels like taking a break sometimes but 
doesn't she cannot stand being without 

her child. The video said, “My toxic trait 
is loving my child so much that I don’t 
want anyone else watching them… but 
I desperately need a break… but I can’t 
stand being without them… but I also 
crave 24 hours of silence… but I still 
want to be with them 24/7.”

Earlier, speaking at the WAVES 
2025 summit, Deepika reflected 
on how dramatically her life has 

changed since becoming a mother.
“I’m discovering this new life 

post-embracing motherhood. The 
minute you’ve had a child, you’re 

now responsible for another human 
being, and especially in the way I’ve 
led my life, it’s been so much about 
me — leaving home, my ambition, 
my career, and everything has been 
about my life and everything that I 
wanted for myself. And now, sud-

denly, you’re caring for this 
person who is dependent 

on you for everything.”
 AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actress Akansha Ranjan Kapoor 
shared a powerful and thought-provoking note 
on social media, expressing her distress over the 
current state of the world. She wrote about feel-
ing unsure how to process everything unfolding, 
adding that being apolitical is often a position of 
privilege because politics determines who gets 
safety, freedom, and dignity.

Sharing her empathy, Akansha wrote on her 
Instagram story, “I don't know how to feel about 
the world right now. I think being apolitical is a 

position of privilege, because politics shapes who 
gets safety, freedom, and dignity. This is history 

repeating itself. The world doesn't want unilateral 
wars. It doesn't want bombs falling on cities that once 

felt untouchable.”
The note added, “I feel deep empathy for the Iranian people, 

who have long hoped for change. And I feel grief for civilians 
caught in the crossfi re of men who seem to believe they are 
saviors. The hardest part is watching how fragile ‘safe’ real-
ly is. This isn't black and white. But it's heartbreaking. It's 
frightening. I don't have answers. Just a hope that human life 
becomes more important than the pride of 3 men....”

She ended her note by saying she doesn’t have the answers, 
only a hope that human life becomes more import-
ant than the pride of a few men. 

Mumbai: Aditi Rao Hydari, now nearly two dec-
ades into her acting career, feels the entertain-
ment world has become tougher to navigate due 
to the rise of “paid negativity” and agenda-driv-
en narratives. 

Refl ecting on the growing infl uence of digit-
al media, Aditi highlights how online chatter 
often turns toxic. “Celebrity smear campaigns 
aren’t new," she says, adding, “But I see it 
around me all the time. Occasionally, I come 
across random rubbish about myself. I ig-
nore it because I know there’s some agenda 
behind it." The actor points out that the 
fl ood of online content has made it increas-
ingly diffi cult to distinguish verifi ed in-
formation from speculation. “There’s so 
much misinformation on platforms that 
are supposed to be factual," says Aditi, 
adding: “Add paid negativity and hid-
den agendas, and it becomes toxic. 
Sometimes, too much information is 
a burden. The mystery surrounding 
actors has faded.”

Although Aditi admits that deal-
ing with criticism isn’t always easy, 
she refuses to let it disturb her 
peace of mind. 

Having built a diverse career 
that spans several fi lm industries 
and formats, Aditi continues to 
draw attention with her recent 
performances in Gandhi Talks 
and the 2024 web series Heera-
mandi. Both projects earned 
her critical recognition, yet 
she remains realistic about 

the nature of success in 
cinema. 

AGENCIES

Ganesha fi nds this an excel-
lent day for managers and 
administrators. If you are 
one, the results you will achieve by the 
end of the day will far exceed the efforts 
you put in. This is mainly because your 
subordinates will be enthusiastic, compli-
ant and cooperative. You will be focusing 
on the elements of leadership and team 
work and will use them resourcefully. 

You will want some change 
in your daily routine today. 
You are likely to be fed up of 
the rut of daily life and are looking for a 
refreshing change. You need to apply your 
inherent creativity to your work to get more 
satisfaction out of it and to ease the bore-
dom of your daily schedule, says Ganesha.

You will try to take up new 
projects to the best of your 
abilities today. You will be 
able to successfully tackle all your tasks to-
day. You will face a little instability in your 
personal relationships, but will be able to 
solve all issues successfully, says Ganesha.

Today there will be a tug-of-
war between your work and 
personal affairs. But being a 
Virgo, you know how to keep both well 
balanced. Ganesha says you may have 
loads of fun in whatever way you choose 
to make merry. Your will to succeed will be 
boosted today even as you enjoy yourself.

An electric wire of 440 volts 
is apt to describe you today. 
According to Ganesha, you 
are in a belligerent mood today and can 
burst like a fi reball. Meditation and yoga 
is likely to improve the situation. Remem-
ber, treat others the way you want to be 
treated by them.

Keeping all the work aside, 
you may be painting the 
town red today. Falling in 
love is exciting, isn't it? However, for all 
those who are already in a relationship, 
Ganesha shows a red signal. Avoid argu-
ments with your loved one, He suggests. 
Impress 'the special one' with a bouquet 
of red roses and make up for all the petty 
fi ghts during the day.

Your interests are guarded by 
the Almighty, so don’t worry 
about them. Not that you are 
not ambitious, but you are satisfi ed 
with what you have and gained. You 
have set some realistic goals for your-
self and you are making sincere efforts 
to achieve them.

You have changed your 
approach towards life from 
materialism to mysticism. 
Your friends and family members are 
pleasantly surprised to see this change. 
Later on the day, you may plan to visit a 
temple or other religious places, foresees 
Ganesha. You are on the right track, keep 
on going, you'll fi nd the solace your have 
been seeking.

You will display kindness and 
generosity today and will do 
your best to help anyone in 
ness. At work you will receive praise for 
the efforts that you’ve put in and your 
dedication will be validated. Even though 
you intend to give utmost importance 
to your family, this intention will trail in 
the shadow of pending work which will 
require long hours. 

Ganesha says that you shall 
soon be able to travel or 
plan a trip, not for family or 
business matters, but for getting away 
from the mundane life. You will pay more 
importance to your professional matters 
as opposed to your personal matters. 
Today you will be able to attain success 
in every thing you do with the blessings 
of Ganesha.

Your social prestige will go 
up. People will praise your 
personality traits and try to emulate you. 
You will be a role model, too. Ganesha 
feels that this will be highly profi table 
day for you.

Your attractive personality 
is always at the disposal of 
others, and today you could 
benefi t immensely through it. However, 
there is room for improvement and you 
could be drawn towards charity work. Ga-
nesha says you will surely feel satisfi ed 
by helping the needy.
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ZENDAYA, HOLLAND
HAVE TIED KNOT!

CHER’S SON GETS ARRESTED 
OVER TRESPASSING, ASSAULT

Zendaya and Tom Holland have reportedly 
tied the knot, claims the actress’ stylist.  
Zendaya’s stylist Law Roach broke the 
news of their marriage on the red carpet at 
the Actor Awards, telling Access 
Hollywood, “The wedding has already 
happened. You missed it.” 

Singer-songwriter Cher's son, Elijah Blue 
Allman has again come under the radar of the 
law. Her son has been arrested. The 49-year-old 
musician, Cher’s son with late rock musician 
Gregg Allman, faces two counts of simple 
assault, a criminal trespassing charge, criminal 
threatening and disorderly conduct.
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Aditi calls out
misinformation

‘Being apolitical is a 
position of privilege’

  Deepika’s 
inner confl ict

Mumbai: Actor Anil Kapoor, who graced 
the latest episode of the gaming reality 
show Wheel of Fortune, served a dash of 
nostalgia when he spoke about his fi rst 
paycheck.

The actor told the show host, Akshay 
Kumar that he worked for the state broad-
caster Doordarshan in 1976 effectively 
setting the stage for a long and fulfi lling 
innings.

Talking about the same, he said, 
“There's an anecdote I would like to share, 
my fi rst earnings were in 1976. It was from 
Doordarshan. There was a Doordarshan 
studio in Worli, and I performed there on 
television, for which I was paid INR 250. 
And from television, you could say I got 
that recognition, seeing myself on screen, 
my parents and friends saw me on the 

small screen.”
He further mentioned, “I am trying 

very hard to get that clip, but I can't 
fi nd it so that I can also see how I did 
that. Then after that, I did theater 
when I was at St. Xavier's Col-
lege. And the fi rst time I did 
theater, Shashi Kapoor was 
the Chief Guest. For that 
play, I received the Best 
Actor trophy from his 
hands, and from there I 
got the motivation that 
I could become an actor. 
And from there, I start-
ed an acting course, 
and Shashi Kapoor sir 
played a signifi cant 
role in my career.”

ANIL REVEALS HIS 1ST 
PAYCHECK AMOUNT

IANS

IANS
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

If the judiciary is truly unbiased, 
clean and impartial, ban all our 

textbooks...not just Social Science

HOLIDAY NOTICE
The offi ces and press of 
Orissa POST will remain 
closed March 3 & 4 on the 
occasion of Dola Purnima 
and Holi. Hence, there will 
be no edition of the paper 
March 4 & 5.
  —EDITOR

AGENCIES

Dubai, March 2: Iran and 
allied armed groups fi red mis-
siles at Israel, Arab states and 
US military targets around the 
region Monday, while Israel 
and the United States pounded 
Iran as the war expanded to 
several fronts. Kuwait mistak-
enly shot down three American 
warplanes over its skies.

The intensity of the attacks 
on both sides, the killing of 
Iranian Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, and the 
lack of any apparent exit plan 
indicated the confl ict would not 
end any time soon. It already 
has far-reaching consequences 

across the region and beyond: 
Previously safe havens in the 
Mideast like Dubai have seen 
incoming fi re; hundreds of 
thousands of airline passengers 
are stranded around the globe; 
oil prices shot up; and US allies 
pledged to help stop Iranian 
missiles and drones.

QatarEnergy, in fact, said 
it would stop its production of 
liquefi ed natural gas because of 
the confl ict, taking one of the 
world’s top suppliers off the 
market. It offered no timeline 
for restoring its production.

The chaos of the confl ict be-
came apparent when the US 
military said Kuwait had “mis-
takenly shot down” three Amer-

ican F-15E Strike Eagles during 
a combat mission while attacks 
from Iranian aircraft, ballistic 
missiles, and drones were un-
derway. US Central Command 

said all six pilots ejected safely 
and are in stable condition. 

At least 555 people have 
been killed in Iran so far by 
the US-Israeli campaign, the 
Iranian Red Crescent Society 
said, and more than 130 cities 
across the country have come 
under attack. Eleven people 
have been killed in Israel and 
31 in Lebanon, according to 
authorities there. Lebanon’s 
government said Hezbollah’s 
overnight attack against Israel 
was “illegal” and demanded the 
group hand over its weapons. 

In Kuwait, fi re and smoke 
rose from inside the US Em-
bassy compound. 

On Monday afternoon, multi-

ple airstrikes hit Tehran, Iran’s 
capital, while top Iranian secu-
rity offi cial Ali Larijani vowed 
on X that “we will not negotiate 
with the United States.” 

Saudi Arabia’s Ras Tanura 
oil refi nery came under a drone 
attack Monday, with defences 
downing the incoming aircraft.

An Indian national was 
killed on Monday when an ex-
plosive-laden unmanned boat 
struck an oil tanker off the coast 
of Muscat Governorate.

Meanwhile, US President 
Donald Trump said Iran oper-
ations are likely to last 4 to 5 
weeks but that he’s prepared 
“to go far longer than that.”

 MORE P9, 10 & 11

Iran-backed militias join war
KUWAIT MISTAKENLY SHOOTS DOWN 3 AMERICAN JETS  IRAN ATTACKS REGIONAL OIL INFRA  INDIAN KILLED AS 

OIL TANKER HIT BY UNMANNED BOAT  TRUMP SAYS WAR LIKELY TO LAST 4-5 WEEKS OR LONGER

SPREADING CONFLAGRATION: Flames and smoke rise following Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Monday     AP PHOTO

OIL PRICES SURGE 
Frankfurt: Oil prices rose 
sharply Monday as disruptions 
in tanker traffi c through the 
Strait of Hormuz chokepoint 
raised uncertainty about how 
US and Israeli attacks on Iran 
would affect supply to the 
world economy.  US oil traded 
7.4 per cent higher at USD 71.97 
per barrel, while international 
standard Brent was up 7.7 per 
cent at USD 78.46 per barrel.  

REUTERS

Amsterdam, March 2: Re-
searchers at the Netherlands’ 
Rijksmuseum have authenti-
cated as genuine a Rembrandt 
painting that will be on public 
display Wednesday for the fi rst 
time in 65 years.

Over a two year investiga-
tion, the researchers compared 
the “Vision of Zacharias in the 
Temple” with other Rembrandt 
works from the same period. It 
is on a long-term loan to the 
museum from an anonymous 
private collector.

The painting depicts the bib-
lical moment when the startled 
high priest Zacharias learns 
from archangel Gabriel that, 
despite their advanced age, he 
and his wife will have a son, 
John the Baptist. Rembrandt 

did not paint Gabriel, instead 
using light entering from the 
upper right corner to signal 
his presence.

Painting conservator Pe-
tria Noble said the depiction 
of light, using thick layers of 
paint, a technique known as 
impasto, was characteristic of 
Rembrandt in his later work as 
well as in this one.

Until 1960, the painting was 
considered a Rembrandt but it 
was then removed from his oeu-
vre, which art specialists have 
said was a decision based on 
less advanced techniques than 
are now available.

The current owner inherit-
ed the painting from his father 
who bought it in 1961 when it 
disappeared from public view.

Apart from carrying out 
analysis of materials and as-

sessments of the work’s overall 
quality, the museum’s research-
ers confi rmed the signature on 
the painting was original, and 
dendrochronological tests, used 
to date wood, verifi ed that the 
1633 date is accurate.

Jonathan Bikker, curator at 
the Rijksmuseum, said the in-
surance policy will defi nitely 
increase now the painting is 
confi rmed to be a Rembrandt, 
but did not specify how much 
it was worth.

“It’s wonderful that people 
can now learn more about the 
young Rembrandt – he created 
this very poignant work short-
ly after moving from Leiden to 
Amsterdam. It is a beautiful 
example of the unique way 
Rembrandt depicts stories,” 
Taco Dibbits, director of the 
Rijksmuseum, said.

PNN & AGENCIES

Malkangiri, March 2: Odis-
ha forest department offi cers 
Monday rescued 210 live Indian 
fl ap shell turtles being allegedly 
smuggled in a vehicle in Mal-
kangiri district, offi cials said.

During a search operation, 
forest personnel intercepted 
an SUV inside a forest near 
MV-62 in the district and found 
the turtles packed in 10 gunny 
bags, Malkangiri Divisional 
Forest Offi cer Sai Karan told 
reporters.

On noticing forest staff ap-
proaching, the driver and oth-
er co-accused persons fl ed the 
spot, and could not be appre-
hended till evening, he said.

The forest personnel seized 
the vehicle along with the gun-
ny bags containing the turtles.

A wildlife offence case has 
been registered, and an inves-
tigation is currently underway. 
Efforts are being made to iden-
tify and trace the accused, he 
said.

The rescued turtles are be-
ing taken for safe custody and 
further necessary action as per 
provisions under the Wildlife 
Protection Act, he informed.

The turtles were reportedly 
being transported from Andhra 
Pradesh to MV-62 village. The 
estimated value of the seized 
turtles is around `4 lakh, forest 
department sources said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, March 2: The rupee 
saw a steep loss of 41 paise to 
settle at 91.49 against the US dol-
lar Monday after US and Israeli 
attacks on Iran intensifi ed world-
wide risk aversion, setting crude 
oil prices on fi re and demand for 
the American currency soaring.

Massive selling in domestic 
equity markets and withdrawal 
of foreign funds further dragged 
the Indian currency down, forex 
traders said. At the interbank for-
eign exchange, the rupee opened 
at 91.23 and touched the intraday 
low of 91.65 against the green-
back. The currency ended the 
session at 91.49 against the dollar, 
registering a steep loss of 41 paise 
from the previous closing level.

On Friday, the rupee lost 17 
paise to settle at 91.08 against 
the dollar. “Triggered by spiking 

oil prices in the wake of the Iran 
crisis, the Indian rupee saw its 
sharpest one-day drop since late 
January. The currency remains 
under pressure as investors 
move toward safe-haven assets, 
foreign capital outfl ow from the 
equities, and fears grow that 
expensive imports will hurt the 
trade balance,” said Dilip Par-
mar, Senior Research Analyst, 
HDFC Securities.

Rembrandt painting rediscovered after 65 years

RUPEE CRASHES 41 PAISE 
TO 91.49 AGAINST DOLLAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 2: Artifi cial 
judgments will have real con-
sequences, the Supreme Court 
has warned, coming down hard 
on a trial court relying on fake, 
AI-generated verdicts in its de-
cision-making process. Orders 
based on fi ctitious judgments 
will not just be seen as an er-
ror in decision-making but will 
amount to judicial misconduct, 
the top court has said in a 
warning that comes at a time 
when the use of AI (artifi cial 
intelligence) is spreading to 
offi cial work where it is not 
authorised.

A bench of Justices PS Nara-
simha and Alok Aradhe has 
said it will examine the matter 

in detail and issued a notice to 
Attorney General R Venkatara-
mani, Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta and the Bar Council of 
India.

The court has also appointed 
senior advocate Shyam Divan 
to assist it in the matter.

“We take cognisance of the 
trial court deploying AI-gen-
erated non-existing, fake or 
synthetic alleged judgments 
and seek to examine its conse-
quences and accountability as 
it has a direct bearing on the 
integrity of the adjudicatory 
process,” the bench said.

“At the outset, we must de-
clare that a decision based on 
such non-existent and fake 
alleged judgments is not an 
error in the decision making. 

It would be a misconduct and 
legal consequence shall follow. 
It is compelling that we exam-
ine this issue in more detail,” 
the bench said in its February 
27 order.

The issue cropped up before 
the apex court while it was 
hearing a plea challenging a 
January order of the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court that came 
on a suit fi led for an injunction.

The top court said the case 
assumes considerable institu-
tional concern, not because of 
the decision that was taken on 
the merits of the case, but re-
garding the process of adjudica-
tion and determination. “Issue 
notice to the attorney general, 
solicitor general and the Bar 
Council of India,” it said.

AI-generated fake verdicts 
amount to misconduct: SC

210 turtles rescued 
while being smuggled

RS election: BJP to 
field 3 candidates
SUNIT MISHRA

Bhubaneswar, March 2: 
With the Rajya Sabha election 
approaching, political activity 
in Odisha has intensifi ed. Af-
ter the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) 
announced candidates for the 
third and fourth seats, attention 
has shifted to the ruling Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) and its 
strategy. Though the BJP has 
yet to announce its nominees, 
MLA Santosh Khatua said his 
party would fi eld candidates for 
three Rajya Sabha seats. 

After collecting signatures 
from party MLAs, state BJP 
president Manmohan Samal re-
portedly held a meeting with a 
few senior leaders. The last date 
for fi ling nominations is March 
5, and MLAs have been informed 
that party candidates will fi le 
their papers on the fi nal day.

Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi invited all BJP MLAs to 
his residence Monday, where dis-
cussions on the Rajya Sabha polls 
were held and signatures were 
obtained in advance. Earlier, fi ve 
BJP MLAs purchased 16 sets of 
nomination forms. A candidate 
can fi le up to four sets. Questions 
are being raised over the delay in 
announcing nominees. 

The BJD’s move to project Dr 
Datteswar Hota as a common 
candidate has triggered political 
activity, including within the 
Congress. Hota attended a Con-
gress Legislature Party meeting 
Monday seeking support. So far, 
no open dissent has surfaced 
among Congress MLAs.

Meanwhile, Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) state sec-
retary Suresh Panigrahi said 
the party would back Hota if 
he contests as an Independent 
against the BJP. The CPI(M) 
has one MLA in the Assembly.

Ahead of the BJP Legislature 
Party meeting, MLA Santosh 
Khatua said his party would 
fi eld candidates for three Rajya 
Sabha seats and win all of them, 
a claim BJP leaders have been 
repeatedly making.

Reacting to the Opposition’s 

stand, BJP state spokesperson 
Sudipta Ray said the approach 
of the BJD and Congress was 
not in keeping with healthy 
democratic traditions. He said 
the Opposition should have 
held discussions with all polit-
ical parties.

Political observers say if BJD 
president Naveen Patnaik fi elds 
an Independent candidate with 
Congress support, the process 
— from selection of nominees to 
completion of voting — could be 
challenging for the ruling party.

In the Rajya Sabha, the BJP-
led NDA currently has 133 mem-
bers, including 103 from the BJP. 
The INDIA bloc has 87 members. 
Central BJP leaders are unlike-
ly to accept losing even a single 
seat in the Upper House.

According to reliable sources, 
during the BJP meeting, some 
MLAs were informally asked 
to maintain and strengthen 
ties with legislators from other 
parties and to make all possible 
efforts at their respective levels.

If the BJD and Congress 
jointly fi eld a candidate, one 
BJD nominee is expected to win 
comfortably. For the fourth seat, 
Congress and CPI(M) together 
have 15 MLAs, while the BJD 
has 18, taking the combined 
tally to 33. A candidate needs 30 
votes to win a Rajya Sabha seat. 
After ensuring victory for two 
candidates, the BJP would have 
22 votes left for a third seat. How 
the BJP plans to secure a third 
victory has already become a 
subject of speculation.

Meanwhile, Datteswar Hota 
was scheduled to meet AICC 
president Mallikarjun Kharge 
Sunday. However, he reported-
ly cited personal reasons at the 
last minute and did not meet 
him, triggering speculation 
about possible pressure from 
unseen quarters.
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

36.2° 34.4°
22.5° 21.6°
74% 79%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Dry weather very 
likely to prevail 

over the districts 
of Odisha

MARKET WATCH

GOLD    ̀ 167,325   ̀ 5,221

SILVER ̀ 277,000   ̀ 2,002

DOLLAR  91.64   0.48

EURO       107.70   0.14

SENSEX 80238.85   644.64

NIFTY     24865.70   1,048.34

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 2: Holi 
celebrations in the Capital this 
year are set to go beyond the 
usual splash of vibrant colours 
and joyous gatherings, with a 
renewed focus on responsibil-
ity and sustainability.

Across the City — from res-
idential colonies to commu-
nity grounds — preparations 
are in full swing for a grand 
yet eco-friendly Holi. Markets 
are witnessing brisk business 
as buyers look for safe, herb-
al colours, traditional sweets 
and other festive essentials. 
What makes Holi 2026 distinct, 
however, is a visible shift to-
wards natural, skin-friendly 
colours and locally produced 
goods, reflecting growing 
awareness about health, en-
vironment and support for 
indigenous products.

A major highlight of this 
year’s festivities is ‘Rangot-
sav-2026’, organised by the Odis-
ha Rural Development and Mar-
keting Society (ORMAS) at the 
SIRD Campus in Unit-VIII here.

The fair seeks to promote 
safe and eco-friendly Holi cel-
ebrations while generating 
sustainable market opportuni-
ties for women self-help groups 
(SHGs). Visitors to Rangotsav 
are not only purchasing herbal 

gulal and other natural prod-
ucts but also extending direct 
support to hundreds of rural 
women entrepreneurs from 
across Odisha.

“Rangotsav is a beautiful 
blend of safe colours and wom-
en empowerment. By using 
natural colours prepared by 
SHG women, we can protect 
the environment while sup-
porting the rural economy,” 
Rural Development, Pancha-
yati Raj and Drinking Water 
Minister Rabi Narayan Naik 
said, urging citizens to choose 
local and eco-friendly products.

ORMAS CEO Monica Priya-
darshini highlighted that the 
initiative refl ects the talent 
and hard work of rural wom-

en. She stated that ORMAS is 
committed to connecting them 
with modern markets through 
improved packaging, branding, 
and direct urban outreach.

One of the key attractions 
at Rangotsav is chemical-free 
herbal gulal prepared by 
SHG women with support 
from RIPC in Ganjam dis-
trict. Made from natural in-
gredients such as turmeric, 
beetroot, and flowers, these 
colours are safe for both skin 
and the environment.

The Rangotsav fair will 
continue till March 4, pro-
viding residents an oppor-
tunity to celebrate Holi in a 
safe, meaningful and socially 
responsible manner.

City residents have shown 
increasing preference for or-
ganic alternatives, gradually 
moving away from synthetic 
colours that often cause skin 
allergies and pose risks to the 
environment.

Holi in Bhubaneswar is 
also a celebration of commu-
nity bonding. Cultural pro-
grammes, music events and 
housing society gatherings are 
being organised across the city, 
adding vibrancy to the festiv-
ities. Traditional Odia sweets 
and snacks are enhancing the 
festive spirit, while local arti-
sans are witnessing a surge in 
demand for handcrafted home 
décor and gift items.

Capital promotes eco-friendly, sustainable Holi

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 2: The 
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) will cel-
ebrate the 110th birth anniver-
sary of legendary leader Biju 
Patnaik, fondly known as Biju 
Babu, across Odisha with en-
thusiasm March 5, the party 
announced Monday.

Speaking to the media, BJD 
Senior Vice-President Debi 
Prasad Mishra said that, fol-
lowing instructions from party 
president Naveen Patnaik, all 
district presidents and con-
stituency leaders have been 
informed about the planned 
programmes.

On the occasion, fl oral trib-
utes will be paid at statues of Bi-
ju Patnaik, patriotic songs will 
be performed, and meetings 
highlighting his contributions 
towards building a prosperous 
Odisha will be organised.

Blood donation camps are 
also scheduled at various plac-
es across the state. The main 
programme will be held at the 
headquarters of the Biju Jana-
ta Dal, where party president 
Patnaik will be present.

Bhubaneswar District Pres-
ident Ashok Chandra Panda 
said Biju Jayanti is observed 
across the state every year 
with great enthusiasm. He 
noted that the Biju Janata 

Dal, founded on the ideals and 
principles of Biju Patnaik, has 
consistently prioritised ser-
vice-oriented activities. Party 
leaders and workers will pay 
tribute to his legacy and reaf-
fi rm their commitment to serv-
ing society.

Bhubaneswar North MLA 
Sushant Kumar Rout, Bhu-
baneswar Central MLA Anan-
ta Narayan Jena, Youth BJD 
president Chinmaya Sahu 
and Student BJD president 
Ipsita Sahu also outlined the 
programmes planned for the 
occasion.

BJD to mark Biju Babu’s 
birth anniversary Mar 5

D l f d d th id l d

Floral tributes at statues of 
Biju Patnaik; patriotic songs 

and meetings to highlight 
his contributions to Odisha’s 
development

Blood donation camps across 
the state; main programme 

at BJD headquarters in 
presence of party president 
Naveen Patnaik

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 2: The 
Higher Education department 
has issued a Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) for heatwave 
management in all higher educa-
tion institutions across the state 
ahead of the summer of 2026.

The directive aims to ensure 
preparedness and protect the 
health and safety of students, 
faculty and staff during extreme 
heat conditions.

According to the department, 
colleges and universities have 
been advised to conduct class-
es, internal assessments and 
examinations during morning 
hours as far as practicable to 
minimise exposure to peak 
afternoon heat. Institutions 
have also been asked to avoid 
outdoor academic, sports and 
co-curricular activities during 
the hottest part of the day. If un-
avoidable, such activities must 
be organised during relatively 
cooler hours with adequate pre-
cautionary measures.

The SOP directs all institu-
tions to ensure uninterrupted 
supply of safe drinking water at 
multiple locations inside cam-

puses. Authorities have been 
asked to keep suffi cient stock 
of Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS) 
in classrooms, hostels, common 
areas and examination centres. 
Inspection and repair of tube 
wells, hand pumps and other 
drinking water facilities must 
be completed in advance to pre-
vent disruption during summer.

Colleges and universities 
have also been instructed to 
keep fi rst-aid facilities ready 
to handle heat-related illness-
es such as dehydration, diz-
ziness and heat exhaustion. 
Responsible staff members 
must be designated to provide 
immediate assistance in case 
of medical emergencies.

Heads of institutions have 

been asked to sensitise students, 
teachers and employees about 
precautionary measures during 
heat wave conditions, including 
proper hydration, recognising 
early symptoms of heat stress 
and following safety guidelines. 

State ready to tackle 
heat emergencies: Min
Bhubaneswar: Health and Family 
Welfare Minister Mukesh Mahaling 
Monday said the state’s healthcare 
system is fully prepared to tackle heat-
related emergencies as temperatures 
continue to climb steadily across 
Odisha. He said necessary measures 
have been put in place to ensure 
prompt medical response, adequate 
availability of essential medicines and 
preparedness of hospitals to handle 
any situation arising from the rising 
mercury levels. According to weather 
data, Bhubaneswar recorded 37.5°C 
Monday, while Jharsuguda emerged as 
the hottest place in the state at 38.0°C. 
Meteorological offi cials have cautioned 
that temperatures are likely to climb 
further, particularly in the western 
districts, increasing the likelihood of 
intense heatwave conditions in the 
coming days. Authorities have advised 
residents — especially children, the 
elderly and those engaged in outdoor 
work — to take necessary precautions 
as Odisha braces for a potentially 
harsh summer.

Heatwave SOP issued
for colleges, varsities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 2: The 
Mahanadi Water Disputes 
Tribunal (MWDT) Monday 
completed its fi ve-day visit to 
Odisha, inspecting key sites 
linked to the river basin, amid 
the ongoing water-sharing dis-
pute with neighbouring Chhat-
tisgarh, offi cials said.

On the last day of the tour, the 
tribunal travelled to Satapada 
jetty in Puri district from where 
they visited the Chilika Lake, 
they said. Odisha Advocate 
General Pitambar Acharya, Puri 
Collector Dibya Jyoti Parida and 
SP Prateek Singh accompanied 
the tribunal during the visit.

Led by MWDT chairperson 
Justice Bela M Trivedi, the 
team arrived in Odisha Thurs-
day and visited the Hirakud 
Dam, power channel at Burla, 
Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Satkosia, and the Chilika Lake, 
the offi cials said.

Jagatsinghpur: Heritage enthusiasts 
under the aegis of Jagatsinghpur 
Heritage Walks (JHW) set out on their 
13th venture Sunday to explore the 
lesser-known and vibrant hot-spots 
which have deep-rooted links to the 
socio-religious fabrics of the region 
with references to Buddhism and 
Hinduism.  While visiting the ancient 
Nagarjuna Temple and the Janardana 
Vishnu Temple in Kaduapada, located 
in Kalyanpur village on the outskirts 
of Jagatsinghpur town, more than 25 
members of the JHW were over-
whelmed to know that Buddhism has 
so much of infl uences but later it got 
amalgamated with the common Hindu 
shrines and the deities continue to 
get the attention as Hindu idols.  At 
Nagarjuna Peeth in Kalyanpur village, 
local residents have traditionally 
worshiped two ancient idols as mani-
festations of Lord Vishnu. However, 
upon closer inspection, these fi gures 
are clearly not representations of 
eternal Hindu deities but are directly 
linked to Buddhism: One is Bodhisat-
tva Manjushri, and the other depicts 
Gautama Buddha after his descent 
from the heavens (Devavatran). The 
presence of such Buddhist icons amid 
a region dominated by Shiva-Shakti 
worship is both remarkable and 
thought-provoking, inviting deeper 
inquiry into the site's layered histori-
cal narrative. 

JHW’s 13th trail stumbles
upon tales of Buddhism

Mahanadi tribunal 
ends Odisha visit

2 men, mother held for illegal
liquor trade, attack on police

A major highlight of 
this year’s festivities 
is ‘Rangotsav-2026’, 
organised by the Odisha 
Rural Development 
and Marketing Society 
(ORMAS). The fair 
seeks to promote safe 
and eco-friendly Holi 
celebrations while 
generating sustainable 
market opportunities 
for women SHGs

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 2: 
Machines are poised to be-
come increasingly capable 
and could eventually surpass 
human intelligence, an inter-
nationally renowned Artifi cial 
Intelligence (AI) expert said 
here Monday.

“Machines will not on-
ly be able to learn, but they 
will learn how to learn,” said 
Jonnie Penn, Professor of AI 
Ethics and Society at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge and Fac-
ulty Affi liate at the Berkman 
Klein Center for Internet and 
Society, Harvard University. 
He was delivering the keynote 
address at an International AI 
Conclave organised at SOA 
Deemed to be University here.

Delivering the keynote ad-
dress on the theme ‘India’s 
AI Future—Role of Academia, 
Industry, Research and Innova-
tion’, Prof Penn said AI did not 
command the kind of attention 
it does today 15 years ago, but 

rapid advancements have now 
prompted serious refl ection on 
its long-term impact.

Describing AI as part of an 
emerging “intention econo-
my”, he said the technology 
can maximise the likelihood 
of achieving specifi c goals. He 
also discussed its socio-techni-
cal implications and examined 
how AI could intersect with 
and infl uence efforts to address 
climate change.

The programme, presided 
over by SOA Vice-Chancel-
lor Pradipta Kumar Nanda, 
was also addressed by Dhar-
makumar Seeraj, Ambas-
sador of Guyana to India; 
Karlito Nunes, Ambassador 
of Timor-Leste to India; and 
Arlette Gabriela Bustamante 
Garcia, Counsellor at the Em-
bassy of Bolivia in India.

SOA Pro-Vice Chancellor 
Prasanta Kumar Patra de-
livered the welcome address, 
while Dean (Students’ Wel-
fare) Jyoti Ranjan Das coor-
dinated the event.

AI CONCLAVE AT SOA

Machines may surpass 
human intelligence: Penn

Girls shopping for herbal colours ahead of Holi in Bhubaneswar, Monday

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 2: A 
three-day international art-
ists’ camp ‘Pratibimba 3’ was 
recently organised by the 
Global Artist Forum at the 
Konark Sun Temple.

As many as 35 painters 
from different countries and 
various states of India partic-
ipated in the camp, creatively 
capturing the architectural 
beauty of the temple on can-
vas in their unique styles.

On the occasion, former 
Secretary of the Odisha Lalit 
Kala Akademi and senior artist 
Panchanan Samal attended as 
chief guest. Senior advocate 
Narendra Kumar Das, actor 
Pradeep Kumar Sahu, Uddra 
Foundation founder Firdausi 
Tabassum and Padma Assets 
Pvt Ltd Managing Director 
Abhiseka Mishra were present 
as guests of honour. 

Int’l art camp held at
Konark Sun Temple

By virtue of  an 
affi davit sworn before 
Executive Magistrate, 
Narsinghpur, dated 
25.02.2026 I, Sibani Naik, 
Address : At - Barabati 
Stadium, P.O.- Baxi 
Bazar, P.S.- Cantonment 
Road, Dist.- Cuttack, 
Odisha, PIN-753001 
declare that I have 
changed my name 
from Chandrakanti 
Naik to Sibani Naik. 
Henceforth, I shall 
be known as Sibani 
Naik for all purposes.   
(Sibani Naik)

I, Tanushree Das, 
W/o.- Ambika Prasad 
Das, Resident of  House 
No. 69E-003, Sriram 
Nagar, Chandi Colony, 
Khordha, Odisha 752055 
declare by this affi davit 
No.- 79AA390848, 
Dated 25.11.2025 before 
Executive Magistrate, 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha. 
That now onwards 
I shall be known as 
Tanushree Pattanaik for 
all future purpose. 

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

I, Snehalata Bag, W/o.- 
Sitaram Bag, R/o. 
At- Ward No. 09, N.A.C, 
P.O./P.S.- Khariar, 
District- Nuapada 
(Odisha) have lost the 
original registered sale 
deed bearing document 
No. 11431701576 dated 
28.07.2017 (Khata 
No.448/1171, Mouza- 
Gadramunda) on the 
way near Guru Nanak 
Chowk on 25.02.2026. 
Despite of  my best 
efforts, I could not trace 
out the same. 

It is hereby to 
inform that original 
registered sale deed 
No-11621202674 dated 
07.12.2012 executed by 
Lalita Dash@ Tripathy 
in favour of  Joseph 
Narayan Sahu has been 
lost by me on dated 
28.02.2026 at 3.30 P.M. 
on the way to my son 
Biswakarmaa Subhansu 
Chandrasekher’s house 
located AT-Shivom 
Colony, PO- Budharaja, 
PS- Ainthapali, Dist.-
Sambalpur, PIN-768004 
from my residence 
AT/PO Budharaja, 
PS-Ainthapali Dist.-
Sambalpur, PIN-768004. 
If  found I request you to 
handover me and not to 
misuse.

Asis Kumar Pattanaik, 
Mob:9438086775 

LOST

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 2: The 
four-day IndiaSkills Regional 
Competition 2025–26 for the east-
ern region concluded at the SDI 
Auditorium here Monday.

Organised under the aegis of the 
Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) with 
support from the National Skill 
Development Corporation (NS-
DC), the event saw over 200 youths 
from Odisha, Bihar, West Bengal, 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
compete in 59 skill categories.

The competition featured a 
wide range of skills, including 

cloud computing, electronics, 
mobile app development and 
web technologies, as well as hos-
pitality, beauty therapy, fashion 
technology and welding.

Odisha topped the winners’ list, 
refl ecting the state’s focused invest-
ment in skill development, followed 

by Bihar and West Bengal.
A total of 169 outstanding per-

formers were awarded medals at 
the event, including 53 gold, 48 sil-
ver and 31 bronze medals, along 
with 37 Medallions for Excellence.

Jayant Chaudhary, Minister 
of State (Independent Charge) 

for Skill Development and En-
trepreneurship and Minister of 
State for Education, Government 
of India, said the IndiaSkills Re-
gional Competition 2025–26 in the 
eastern region refl ected the rising 
aspirations and capabilities of the 
country’s youth. Industries, Skill 
Development and Technical Edu-
cation Minister Sampad Chandra 
Swain, said the Skill India Mission 
provides individuals with mean-
ingful opportunities to showcase 
their skills on a global stage.

Higher Education Minister 
Suryabanshi Suraj congratulated 
the winners across diverse skill 
categories, praising their dedi-
cation, discipline and excellence. 

Odisha shines at IndiaSkills eastern region competition 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 2: Police 
have arrested two men and their 
mother in connection with ille-
gal sale of country and foreign 
liquor in the City. They have 
also been accused of attacking a 
police patrol team under Chan-
daka Police Station limits here, 
offi cials said Monday.

The accused have been iden-
tifi ed as Prakash Behera (34), 
Sridhar Behera (40) and their 
mother Kumari Behera (55), all 
residents of Simulipatana under 
Chandaka police limits. 

Acting on reliable informa-

tion about illegal liquor sale at 
a variety store near a licensed 
foreign liquor outlet in the area, 
a patrolling team conducted a 
surprise raid Sunday evening.

On seeing the police team, shop 
owner Sridhar allegedly tried to 
fl ee but was apprehended. During 
inspection of the shop, Prakash 
and his mother reached the spot 
and allegedly threatened the 
police personnel with dire con-
sequences with a sword. Police 
said the woman also instigated 
her sons and issued threats to the 
offi cers. Subsequently, Prakash 
and Sridhar allegedly wielded two 
swords and launched a sudden 

attack on the police team. How-
ever, the personnel managed to 
evade the assault and overpow-
ered all three accused.

During the search, police 
seized two iron swords, 72 bot-
tles of foreign liquor, 50 litres of 
illicit country liquor and a scoot-
er from their possession.

Police said Prakash is a ha-
bitual offender with six previ-
ous criminal cases registered 
against him at Chandaka police 
station, while Sridhar has one 
case. The accused were for-
warded to the court and further 
investigation into the matter is 
underway, police added.
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EPFO HOLDS RATE AT 
8.25% FOR 3RD YEAR
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 2: Retire-
ment fund body Employees 
Provident Fund Organisation 
(EPFO), for the third year in a 
row, fi xed the interest rate on 
fund deposits at 8.25 per cent for 
2025-26, a Union Labour Minis-
try statement said Monday.

In February last year, the 
EPFO had retained the rate of 
interest at 8.25 per cent for 2024-
25. In 2024, the EPFO increased 
the interest rate marginally to 
8.25 per cent for 2023-24, from 
8.15 per cent in 2022-23.

The Central Board of Trustees 
(CBT), in its meeting chaired 
by Union Minister for Labour 
& Employment Mansukh Man-
daviya Monday, recommended 
an 8.25 per cent annual rate of 
interest to be credited on EPF 
accumulations in members’ 
accounts for the fi nancial year 
2025-26, the ministry said.

The interest rate would be offi -
cially notifi ed by the Government 
of India, following which the EPFO 
would credit the rate of interest in-
to the subscribers’ accounts.

The ministry stated that despite 
global uncertainties, the EPFO 
has maintained strong fi nancial 
discipline, ensuring stable and 
competitive returns without 
straining the interest account.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 2: In 
view of the ongoing confl ict 
in the Middle East, Chief Sec-
retary Anu Garg Monday di-
rected offi cers to remain alert, 
continuously monitor develop-
ments, and ensure readiness 
to respond to any emergency 
involving people from Odisha 
staying in the affected regions.

The Chief Secretary’s direc-
tion came during a high-level 
meeting to assess the safety and 
security of the Odia diaspora in 
the evolving situation in Mid-
dle East, following directions 
from Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi.

“The Chief Secretary has 
directed offi cers to stay alert, 
keep monitoring develop-
ments, and ensure readiness 
to respond to any emergency 
situation involving people from 
Odisha staying in the affected 
regions,” an offi cer said after 
the meeting.

He informed that the Min-
istry of External Affairs has 
issued a 24-hour helpline num-
ber (800-46342) and a WhatsApp 
number (+971543090571) to as-
sist Indians in the Middle East.

The state government has 
formed a working group in 
coordination with the Home 
department, Labour Director-
ate, Protector of Emigrants, and 
organisations working for the 

welfare of overseas Indians to 
track the situation and provide 
assistance, if required.

“Pritish Panda has been ap-
pointed as the nodal offi cer for 
information and assistance. He 
can be contacted at 9583321964,” 
the offi cer said.

DGP YB Khurania, who 
attended the meeting, said 
the situation is being closely 
monitored and offi cials have 
been kept on alert. He added 
that social media posts related 
to the confl ict are also under 
surveillance, and necessary 
action will be taken in case of 
any emergency.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharsuguda, March 2: A ma-
jor fi re broke out in a small for-
est close to Veer Surendra Sai 
Airport here Monday morning 
triggered panic in the area, 
even as it took around two 
hours for the fi refi ghters to ex-
tinguish the raging blaze.

According to offi cials, the 
fi re was fi rst noticed around 
11am in bushes and dry veg-
etation located in front of the 
airport boundary. Fanned by 
dry conditions, the fl ames 
gradually assumed a severe 
proportion, raising concerns 
over its proximity to sensitive 
installations like the airport 
and an Indian Oil Corporation 
Ltd (IOCL) depot.

Considering the potential 
risk, Jharsuguda tehsildar 
Sadakar Kumbhar reached 
the spot to take stock of the 
situation.

A total of fi ve fi re tenders 
were pressed into service — 
two from the state Fire Services 
department, one from the air-
port authority and two from 
Vedanta Limited. Their coor-
dinated efforts helped douse 
the fl ames.

Kumbhar stated that while 
the cause of the fi re remains 
unclear, such incidents often 
result from a lack of public 
awareness. He noted that had 
the fi re not been contained 
in time, it could have posed a 
major threat to the airport and 
nearby installations, including 
the IOCL facility.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 2: The 
results of the Class X examina-
tion conducted by state’s Board 
of Secondary Education (BSE) 
are likely to be declared by the 
second week of May, an offi cial 
said Monday. The Class X board 
examination, which started 
February 19, ended Monday.

“The examination was con-
ducted smoothly without the oc-
currence of any incident such as 
question paper leak or malprac-
tices at the centres,” BSE presi-
dent Srikant Tarai told reporters 
at Cuttack. Only some minor in-
cidents were reported and were 
rectifi ed immediately, he said.

The BSE president said the 
process for evaluation of OMR 
sheets (objective) has been ini-
tiated, while the evaluation 
of answers of subjective ques-
tions will start from March 19. 
Around 15,000 teachers will be 
engaged to evaluate the answer 
sheets at 51 centres, Tarai said.

“The results are likely to be 
declared by the second week 
of May,” he added. More than 
5.61 lakh students appeared for 
the board examination at 3,082 
centres across Odisha.

Class X results likely 
by May second week

REUTERS

Mexico City, March 2: A 
medal awarded at the first 
modern Olympic Games 
smashed auction estimates, 
selling for about four times 
its expected high price at a 
Danish auction house Sunday.

The silver medal from the 
1896 Athens Olympics was 
hammered down for DKK 
900,000 ($141,658.67) exclud-
ing buyer’s premium, or 
DKK 1,152,000 ($181,323.09) 
including fees, at Bruun 
Rasmussen Arts Auction-
eers’ online sale. The piece 
had been estimated to fetch 
between DKK 200,000-300,000 
($31,480-$47,220).

Engraved by French artist 
Jules-Clement Chaplain, the 

medal features Zeus holding 
a globe topped by Nike, the 
Goddess of Victory, bran-
dishing an olive branch. The 

reverse shows the Acropolis 
and Parthenon with a Greek 
inscription that translates 
to International Olympic 

Games - Athens 1896.
The historic 1896 Games 

featured 241 athletes from 
14 countries, including Den-
mark. While the auction 
house stated that Viggo 
Jensen became the country’s 
first Olympic weightlifting 
champion, they could not 
confirm whether the medal 
was awarded specifically for 
this achievement. 

Fire near Jharsuguda 
airport spreads panic

MANOJ KUMAR JENA, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 2: The 
Twin City Commissionerate 
Police Monday seized 12 SIM 
boxes from a boys’ mess under 
Chandrasekharpur police lim-
its here and arrested two Ker-
ala youths.

The accused were identifi ed 
as Ummar M and Siyahul Haq, 
both residents of Kerala. They 
are B Tech dropouts, a police of-
fi cial, who was part of the joint 
team of Chandrasekharpur 
police and Cyber Squad that 
conducted the raid, said.

The senior police offi cial 
said a SIM box can be used to 
route international and domes-
tic calls without revealing the 
source to the receiver. He said 
the devices are often used in 
criminal activities, including 
terrorism.

He said that the police con-
ducted the raid after receiving 
information about the youths’ 
suspicious activities.

The offi cial said the duo had 
been operating the illegal SIM 
box setup since October last 
year. “Through the devices, the 
accused were routing interna-
tional calls to facilitate fraud-
ulent communication. The 
setup also caused losses to the 
government and posed a risk to 

national security,” he said.
He said the two had procured 

hundreds of SIM cards from 
Assam and were using them 
in the setup. “Preliminary in-
vestigation has revealed that a 
Bangladesh-based application 
was used to operate the system 
and the hardware was of Chi-
nese origin,” the offi cial said.

Police also recovered hun-
dreds of active SIM cards and 
a few laptops from their posses-
sion during the raid.

“We are checking whether 
the latest seizure has any links 
with the Laxmisagar crack-
down in 2024,” the offi cer said.

12 SIM boxes seized; 
2 Kerala youths held

MYRIAD HUES: People play with colours as part of Holi celebrations at Iskcon Temple in Amritsar, Punjab  PTI PHOTO

Medal from fi rst modern Olympics 
fetches 4 times estimate at auction

The silver medal from the 1896 Athens Olympics was hammered 
down for DKK 900,000, excluding buyer’s premium REUTERS

THE HISTORIC 1896 GAMES 
FEATURED 241 ATHLETES FROM 

14 COUNTRIES, INCLUDING 
DENMARK. WHILE THE AUCTION 

HOUSE STATED THAT VIGGO 
JENSEN BECAME THE COUNTRY’S 
FIRST OLYMPIC WEIGHTLIFTING 
CHAMPION, THEY COULD NOT 

CONFIRM WHETHER THE MEDAL 
WAS AWARDED SPECIFICALLY FOR 

THIS ACHIEVEMENT

AGENCIES

Paris, March 2: France will 
increase the size of its nuclear 
arsenal and strengthen its de-
terrent, with an increasing risk 
of confl icts globally crossing the 
nuclear threshold, President Em-
manuel Macron said Monday.

He said France will increase 
its number of nuclear warheads 
from the current level of below 
300, but did not give a fi gure for 
the increase. It will be the fi rst 
time France increases its nucle-
ar arsenal since at least 1992.

“We are currently experi-
encing a period of geopolitical 
upheaval fraught with risk,” 
Macron said in a speech deliv-
ered from a submarine base in 
Brittany, adding that a “hard-
ening” of the French deterrence 
model was needed. Unveiling 
the update to France’s nuclear 
doctrine at a nuclear base on 

the Atlantic coast, Macron also 
said a “major” change would see 
more cooperation with Europe-
an allies that have expressed in-
terest, including Germany.

Germany but also Poland, the 
Netherlands, Belgium and Den-
mark would be able to take part 
in French nuclear wargames, 
Macron said, although he made 
clear decision-making on nuclear 
strikes will remain solely in the 
hands of the French president. 
The French leader added it 
would be possible to establish, 
under unspecifi ed circumstanc-
es, strategic assets in other Eu-
ropean countries that would be 
part of what he called a new 
“forward deterrence” doctrine.

Though France and Britain 
are both nuclear powers, most 
European countries rely primar-
ily on US for deterring any poten-
tial adversaries — a decades-old 
pillar of transatlantic security.

FRENCH PREZ MACRON TO 
BOOST NUCLEAR ARSENAL

PNN & AGENCIES

Puri, March 2: The Srimandir 
authorities Monday decided 
to begin the much-awaited 
inventory of the Ratna Bhan-
dar at the 12th-century shrine 
from March 25, after a gap of 
48 years, a senior offi cial said.

The decision was taken at a 
meeting of the Shree Jagannath 
Temple Managing Committee 
(SJTMC), headed by Gajapati 
Dibyasingha Deb.

“It has been decided to start 
the inventory of Ratna Bhandar 
between 12:12pm and 1:45pm 
March 25,” Shree Jagannath 
Temple Administration (SJTA) 
Chief Administrator Arabinda 
Padhee told reporters.

He said the date and timing 
were decided based on the opin-
ion of the scholars and religious 
experts. “They found Shukla 
Pakshya Saptami of Chaitra 
month as most auspicious for 
beginning inventory work of 
Ratna Bhandar,” Padhee said.

He said that the inventory 
would not be conducted Satur-
days, Sundays and festival days 
as large number of devotees 
throng the shine. “Priority will be 
given to the darshan by devotees,” 
he said, adding that people can wit-
ness the deities when the inventory 
goes on inside the Ratna Bhandar.

He said the ornaments used 

by deities daily will also come 
under the exercise. The entire 
process will be digitised and an 
e-catalogue will be prepared for 
future reference.

Padhee said the state govern-
ment had earlier approved the 
SOP for undertaking the exercise, 
which was last held in 1978. The 
inventory of the ‘Bahar Ratna 
Bhandar’ will be taken up fi rst.

He said the previous inven-
tory had taken 72 days.

“We cannot now say how ma-
ny days are required, but the 
High Court has directed the 
state government to complete 
the exercise within 90 days,” 
he added. 

The HC had issued the direc-
tion January 27.

“We will inform the HC on 
the measures taken on the Rat-
na Bhandar inventory process. 
This is a very sensitive matter 
and needs to be handled with ut-
most care,” he said. To ensure 
accuracy and transparency, 

the inventory will be digitised 
through e-cataloguing, and a 
special monthly calendar will be 
prepared. Two dedicated teams 
- a supervisory team and a han-
dling team - have been constitut-
ed to ensure smooth execution 
of the process, he said.

The supervisory team, to 
be chaired by the SJTA chief 
administrator, includes two 
members from the Ratna Bhan-
dar supervision committee and 
one servitor member.

Similarly, the handling team 
will comprise one member of 
the SJTMC, Pattajoshi Maha-
patra, Bhandar Mekap, Tadhau-
karana, Deulakarana, a Bania 
servitor, two goldsmiths, two 
gemologists, and one offi cer 
from the RBI, among others. 

Padhee emphasised that 
there will be no valuation of the 
ornaments. The exercise aims 
to ensure documentation, trans-
parency, and security, and to 
compare current records with 
the 1978 inventory.

The inner chamber was un-
locked July 14, 2024, after 46 
years, for the inventory and 
repair of its structure.

“In order to maintain trans-
parency and safety, the keys of 
the inner chamber will be de-
posited every day after inven-
tory at the district treasury,” 
Padhee said.

Ratna Bhandar inventory
to begin March 25: SJTA

SAFETY OF ODIA DIASPORA AMID MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

CS: Ensure readiness to 
respond to emergency

The Ministry of External 
Affairs has issued a 24-hour 

helpline number (800-46342) 
and a WhatsApp number 
(+971543090571) to assist 
Indians in the Middle East

The state government has 
formed a working group 

in coordination with the 
Home department, Labour 
Directorate, Protector of 
Emigrants, and organisations 
working for the welfare of 
overseas Indians to track 
the situation and provide 
assistance, if required

Pritish Panda, who has been 
appointed as the nodal 

offi cer for information and 
assistance, can be contacted 
at 9583321964



T
here are moments 
in public life when a 
single news item cap-
tures the moral and 

fi scal drift of an entire political 
system. Last week, Maharash-
tra’s forest minister reportedly 
said that teak plantations worth 
`12,000 crore may be monetised, 
including felling mature teak 
trees, to help raise funds and 
repay loans, partly necessitated 
by the mounting fi scal burden of 
welfare commitments such as 
the Ladki Bahin scheme. The an-
nual outgo of that scheme alone 
is estimated between ̀ 36,000 and 
`46,000 crore, which is over 5% 
of the state’s total expenditure. 

For a moment, we may pause 
and refl ect on the symbolism. 
Forests are not surplus inven-
tory. They are ecological assets 
meant for future generations. 
They are carbon sinks in a cli-
mate-stressed world. They reg-
ulate water cycles, protect bio-
diversity and serve as natural 
insurance against environmen-
tal collapse. To cut them down in 
order to fi nance annual revenue 
expenditure, that too recurring 
cash transfers, is not merely a 
budgetary decision. It is inter-
generational liquidation. If trees 
are felled this year to fund this 
year’s freebie burden, what will 
be cut next year?  Even if the teak 
plantation stock is being market-
ed as a “departmental asset,” the 
political symbolism is unavoid-
able: the state is contemplating 
drawing down long-lived envi-
ronmental capital to service re-
curring revenue commitments.

This is not an isolated case. 
Across India, competitive pop-
ulism has acquired a new ve-
locity. It has been enabled by 
technology. The JAM trinity — 
Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and mobile 
connectivity — has made direct 
benefi t transfers seamless. More 
than 500 million no-frills bank 
accounts, Aadhaar-linked tar-
geting, and instant transfers 
have allowed governments to 
move from distributing goods 
to transferring cash directly 
into bank accounts. 

The shift is politically trans-
formative. Cash transfers timed 
close to elections blur the line 
between governance and in-
ducement. The Supreme Court, 
in recent hearings, has asked 

pointedly: why are such schemes 
announced just ahead of polls? 
Will indiscriminate benefi ts, 
without distinguishing between 
those who can afford and those 
who cannot, not amount to an 
“appeasing policy”?

The Court has further warned 
that indiscriminate largesse 
hampers economic development 
and diverts resources away from 
roads, hospitals and schools. A 
pending PIL seeks regulation 
of such promises, arguing that 
“irrational freebies” may distort 
the level playing fi eld and even 
violate constitutional provisions 
governing public funds.

The judiciary is of course cau-
tious about stepping into polit-
ical territory, but its anguish 
is visible. The real issue is not 
whether welfare spending is le-
gitimate. Rights-based entitle-
ments such as food security, ru-
ral employment guarantee (now 
diluted), primary education and 
public health are constitutional 
commitments. Targeted support 
for the poor is morally defensi-
ble and economically sound.

The problem is something 
else. It is the slippery slope and 
the steady transformation of 
voters into “benefi ciaries”. The 
language itself has shifted. Cit-
izens with rights have become 
recipients of state generosity. It 
is worth reminding that freebie 
resources are drawn from taxes 
collected from the same citizens, 
or from defi cits and debt that 
their children will repay.

In the freebie race, to retain 
political advantage, payouts 
have been escalating. What 
began as targeted support is 
becoming quasi-universal en-

titlement. The 2017 Economic 
Survey had fl oated the idea of 
Universal Basic Income as a 
rational consolidation of sub-
sidies. Instead, we are drifting 
into fragmented, election-driv-
en quasi-UBI, layered on top of 
existing schemes, with duplica-
tion or overlaps, and without 
fi scal consolidation.

Resultantly revenue defi cits 
have widened. Capital expendi-
ture has to be cut. States borrow 
to fund current consumption 
which is a violation of the most 
basic “golden rule” of public 
fi nance, which says borrowing 
should fi nance investment, not 
recurring consumption.

The SC’s recent remarks 
capture the anxiety: “Even if 
you are revenue surplus, is it 
not your obligation to spend 
that amount for development 
i.e. roads, hospitals, schools?” 
When forests are monetised to 
fund revenue expenditure, we 
cross from imprudence to peril.

The phenomenon may not 
be unique to India, since de-
mocracies worldwide struggle 
with electoral populism. Latin 
America has seen debt crises 
triggered by unchecked subsi-
dies. Advanced economies face 
entitlement pressures as popu-
lations age. But what is different 
in India is the combination of 
scale, technology, development 
needs and demography. We are 
not a saturated welfare state. 
We are still building basic in-
frastructure, including human 
capital. Every rupee spent on 
indiscriminate giveaways is a 
rupee denied to irrigation, rail-
ways, climate adaptation, urban 
drainage, or to education, skill-

ing and primary health.
There is also a cultural cost. 

The Court has asked bluntly 
whether such schemes risk 
weakening work incentives. 
That concern should not be 
caricatured. Poor citizens are 
not lazy.  Infl ation and cost of 
living, unaffordable services are 
a real concern. However, when 
benefi ts are electorally driven, 
and when they expand rapidly 
without fi scal backing, the sig-
nal shifts from empowerment to 
appeasement.

Are voters becoming addict-
ed to the freebie opium? Or are 
they so cynical about gover-
nance that they prefer immedi-
ate cash to long-term promises 
of infrastructure?

Reversing this race to the bot-
tom requires political courage 
and institutional reform. First, 
fi scal transparency must be man-
datory. Every manifesto promise 
should be accompanied by a 
publicly disclosed costing and 
funding source, whether taxes 
or borrowing. Second, adopt the 
golden rule formally: borrow on-
ly for capital expenditure, not for 
revenue giveaways. This princi-
ple could be embedded in State 
fi scal responsibility legislation.

Third, empower an indepen-
dent fi scal council to publish 
pre-election fi scal impact as-
sessments of major promises 
and describe the tradeoffs.

Fourth, distinguish clearly 
between rights-based welfare 
and electoral inducements 
timed for political gain.

Finally, voters must reclaim 
their role as citizens. Infrastruc-
ture decay, polluted rivers, fail-
ing schools and now felled for-
ests are not disconnected from 
freebie politics. They are its con-
sequence. A democracy that is 
cutting down forests for votes 
risks mortgaging its ecological 
future for an electoral present. 
Welfare is essential. Appease-
ment is corrosive. The differ-
ence lies in fi scal discipline, 
transparency and respect for cit-
izens, who are not benefi ciaries, 
but are owners of the republic.

If we do not draw that line 
now, next year’s burden will 
demand another forest.

The writer is a noted economist. 
©THE BILLION PRESS

U S President Donald Trump has made drug traffi cked into 
his country a major reason for his policy of forcing illegal 
migrants out of the USA, sealing the borders, raiding neigh-

bouring countries to fl ush out drug cartels and bombing boats with 
impunity in the Caribbean sea. But he has done precious little to 
destroy the network that drug cartels have built over the years 
within the US itself in which US arms sellers, fuel companies and 
real estate dealers are complicit. The elimination of Nemesio Oseg-
uera Cervantes known as ‘El Mencho’, leader of the Jalisco Nueva 
Generacion drug cartel in Mexico by Mexican special forces, a heavy 
blow to the drug cartel indeed and the subsequent surge in violence 
have laid bare this nexus. The Mexican government and diplomats 
have joined the chorus of demanding immediate actions from the 
Trump administration to decapitate the cartels operating on its own 
soil. This is the real story that has remained buried in Trump’s 
strident campaign against drug traffi cking and illegal migration 
which, as experts say, cannot be dealt with in isolation till the US 
cleans up its own house where it is sheltering drug overlords in 
one form or the other.

The decision by Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum to step up 
her crackdown has prompted renewed calls for the US to do more 
on its side of the border. The ground reality is that the killing of 
El Mencho has done little to dismantle his cartel’s critical US op-
erations, which will continue unabated unless Washington takes 
measures to neutralize the drug mafi a in its own territory. Tenacity 
of the Jalisco cartel, also known as CJNG, was evident after its gun-
men went berserk, after El Mencho was shot and killed, when they 
attacked the police and military in retaliation. That was a measure 
of loyalty and togetherness he had inculcated in his followers. The 
immediate response of El Mencho’s gang was to torch buildings and 
block roads across Mexico in a frightening display of its territorial 
reach that made headlines worldwide, demonstrating his organiz-
ing prowess even after his demise. Not surprizingly, the cartel has 
extensive networks on the US side of the border, but it has received 
far less attention even though it constitutes the lifeline of the cartel’s 
power and profi ts. These enable it to source military-grade weapons, 
smuggle billions of dollars’ worth of fuel procured illegally and in 
a clandestine manner from Mexico and launder billions more in 
cartel cash. Much of the wealth built in this fashion is being used 
for buying real estate properties in several states of the USA which 
has become an important haven for cartels, especially the Jalisco 
New Generation Cartel (CJNG), experts say.

White House spokesperson Anna Kelly said that the Trump ad-
ministration “has worked closely with the Mexican government” 
to stop the scourge of drugs and criminals entering the US. She also 
emphasized that President Trump will continue to do everything in 
his power to keep America safe from these vicious criminals and 
the drugs they use to “poison our country.”

Mouthing such pious platitudes and promises unmatched by con-
crete actions do not mitigate the problems in Mexico as they only 
trigger fresh waves of violence in a country where the drug war has 
already cost tens of thousands of lives.

A Mexican Congressman, Alfonso Ramirez, a close ally of Shein-
baum, has asserted the United States can no longer turn a blind eye 
to Mexico’s demands for effective offensive on drug cartels in its 
own territory. According to him, the US needs to improve efforts to 
go after money laundering, fuel smuggling and, most importantly, 
weapons smuggled from the US into Mexico. Admittedly drug traf-
fi ckers cannot be completely eliminated as long as there is strong 
demand within the US.

A chilling revelation is the fact that when Mexican Special Forces 
descended on a cabin in a picturesque mountain town where El Men-
cho was waiting for a visit from his girlfriend, his men fought back, 
armed predominantly with US weapons. This fact was disclosed by 
the Mexican Army chief Ricardo Trevilla at a Press conference. In 
fact, about 80 per cent of the 23,000 weapons the Mexican government 
has seized since Sheinbaum took offi ce in late 2024 came from the 
US. The Jalisco cartel, in particular, has almost effortlessly pro-
cured heavy, military-grade artillery from US gun shops across the 
country, according to US and Mexican authorities.

Through one of its gun-running networks, the cartel obtained guns 
from more than a dozen US states, including .50 caliber rifl es capable 
of downing helicopters and FN SCAR assault rifl es designed for US 
Special Forces, according to an independent investigation. While 
such fi repower can be bought legally in the US, the arms become 
illegal once they enter Mexico, which has tight gun regulations.

The US President will be doing colossal disservice to the fi ght 
against drug cartels if he gives tacit approval to US-based activities 
that are critical to the cartel’s survival and profi ts. 

The death of its leader is not going to have any impact on the 
noxious nexus of drug cartels since US companies and profession-
als – from fuel traders to cell phone retailers to stockbrokers – are 
believed to be complicit.

P6power postTUESDAY | MARCH 3, 2026 | BHUBANESWAR

US & Drug Cartels

SPECTRUM PRECIOUS METALS

Gold: A viable non-offi cial currency

West Asia crisis

Sir, The killing of Iran's Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei, by the 
United States and Israel has plunged West Asia into a crisis with 
truly global ramifi cations. The large-scale strikes that targeted 
Iran's political leadership and strategic infrastructure represent 
an alarming escalation by Western powers against Tehran. The 
attacks also eliminated senior Iranian military commanders and 
damaged sensitive installations critical to national security. Re-
taliatory fi re has already been reported across the Persian Gulf, 
intensifying fears of a prolonged and uncontrollable regional 
confrontation. For the region and the wider world, this is not 
another transient fl are-up, but a structural geopolitical shock 
capable of reshaping alliances, energy fl ows and diplomatic align-
ments. Much now depends on how rapidly, and whether at all, the 
Iranian system can recover from this unprecedented decapitation 
strike. For India, the crisis is particularly delicate. New Delhi's 
long-standing engagement with Tehran makes its diplomatic 
balancing act far more complex. India's strategic autonomy now 
faces its sternest test, as Delhi must preserve partnerships. 
 N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

When mind is still, then truth 
gets her chance to be heard 
in the purity of the silence.
 
 SRI AUROBINDO

FREEBIES DEVOUR FORESTS

Gold has evolved beyond 
its traditional role as 
mere adornment; it is 

increasingly recognised as a 
signifi cant non-offi cial curren-
cy. In the international market, 
the price of gold has soared to 
an impressive $5,190 per ounce. 
Meanwhile, in the domestic 
Indian market, its value has 
surged to over `1.59 lakh per 10 
gram. Remarkably, since Sep-
tember 2024, gold prices have 
shown resilience, avoiding any 
substantial or sustained decline, 
signalling not just a temporary 
upturn but also profound struc-
tural changes within the global 
fi nancial landscape.

This sustained price eleva-
tion can largely be attributed to 
increasing investment interest, 
particularly from traditional 
investors. After reaching new 
heights, gold prices have ex-
hibited a stability lasting 8 to 9 
months, hinting at a potential 
shift in market dynamics. Over 
the last two years, gold invest-
ing has become especially ap-
pealing. In September 2024, the 
price crossed the `75,000 mark 

for the fi rst time, and although it 
dipped slightly shortly thereaf-
ter, gold prices have consistent-
ly trended upward. As of Janu-
ary 29th, the valuation exceed-
ed `1.75 lakh, and it currently 
hovers around `1.6 lakh. Given 
current trends, it's unlikely that 
gold prices will fall below ̀ 1.3 to 
`1.4 lakh in near future.

Traditionally, rising inter-
est rates lower gold prices 
because gold doesn’t pay in-
terest. However, from 2023 to 
2025, this trend has changed. 
Despite higher interest rates, 
gold prices are gaining mo-
mentum as investor sentiment 
shifts. Many investors are los-
ing trust in government bonds 
amid rising interest in gold as 
a non-government currency. 
Gold's value is now infl uenced 
by market conditions, geopo-
litical factors, and economic 
indicators rather than govern-
ment authority. Additionally, 
the depreciation of the rupee 
has made gold investments 
more appealing, leading to a 
rise in gold ETF investments.

In the long-haul perspective, 

gold is increasingly perceived 
not just as a hedge against risk 
but also as a vital strategic as-
set. Concerns regarding insta-
bility across regions, including 
Western Europe, the Middle 
East, and Asia, are driving 
investors to withdraw from 
the dollar-centric fi nancial 
system. In response, global 
central banks have collective-
ly acquired an impressive 1,000 
tons of gold over the past four 
years, attempting to diversify 
away from reliance on dollar 
assets. Compounding this sit-
uation, the supply of gold is 
currently constrained, as no 
new mines have been launched 
and the lead time to bring new 
mines online is considerable.

SEBI has allowed active eq-
uity schemes to invest in gold 
and silver, expanding their 
previous allocation of 20-35% 
to debt and non-equity instru-
ments. This change aims to 
mitigate stock market losses by 
leveraging gains in gold and sil-
ver during equity downturns. 
Projections suggest gold prices 
might rise by 20% and silver by 

about 14% by 2026-end.
Gold demand surged by 29% 

in 2024, the highest growth 
since 2013, largely driven by 
millennials. Around 65% pre-
fer investing in digital gold, 
ETFs, and mutual funds over 
physical gold. In early 2025, 
gold ETFs saw a 60% increase 
in participation as consum-
ers shifted to digital gold for 
wealth preservation and infl a-
tion protection. While digital 
gold is popular in urban areas, 
rural populations continue to 
favour physical gold or loans 
secured against it.

Current trends indicate that 
gold prices are rising, with mi-
nor fl uctuations, and tend to sta-
bilise following each peak, great-
ly enhancing the predictability 
of future trends. While it has not 
yet achieved offi cial status for di-
rect transactions, gold is steadily 
gaining acceptance as an alter-
native currency, with individu-
als increasingly embracing it as 
a viable non-offi cial currency.

The writer is a senior 
banking and economic 

columnist based in Mumbai.

A democracy that is cutting down forests 
for votes risks mortgaging its ecological 

future for an electoral present 

IF TREES ARE 
FELLED THIS 

YEAR TO FUND 
THIS YEAR’S 

FREEBIE 
BURDEN, WHAT 

WILL BE CUT 
NEXT YEAR?

Ajit Ranade

IN THE 
LONG-HAUL 

PERSPECTIVE, 
GOLD IS 

INCREASINGLY 
PERCEIVED NOT 

JUST AS A HEDGE 
AGAINST RISK 

BUT ALSO 
AS A VITAL 
STRATEGIC 

ASSET 

Satish Singh

WISDOM CORNER

The degree of freedom from unwanted thoughts and the 
degree of concentration on a single thought are the 
measures to gauge spiritual progress.
 RAMANA MAHARSHI

A mountain is composed of tiny grains of earth. The ocean 
is made up of tiny drops of water. Even so, life is but an 
endless series of little details, actions, speeches, and 
thoughts. And the consequences whether good or bad of 
even the least of them are far-reaching. 
 SWAMI SIVANANDA

In oneself lies the whole world and if you know how to 
look and learn, the door is there and the key is in your 
hand. Nobody on earth can give you either the key or the 
door to open, except yourself. JIDDU KRISHNAMURTI

 

1847: Scottish-born American inventor and scientist Alexander 
Graham Bell, whose foremost accomplishments were the invention of the 
telephone (1876) and the refi nement of the phonograph (1886), was born in 
Edinburgh.

1861: The Russian emperor Alexander II issued the Emancipation 
Manifesto, which declared the freeing of the serfs.

1918: The second of two treaties of Brest-Litovsk concluded hostilities 
between the Central Powers and Soviet Russia during World War I.

Caught at epicentre

Sir, The escalating joint offensive by the US and Israel 
against Iran has forced a critical realignment of global 
diplomatic priorities, with India caught at the epicentre 
of the fallout. This military escalation, occurring just as 
India sought to deepen technological ties with Israel, has 
shattered the regional stability essential for New Delhi’s 
‘Look West’ policy. Economically, the stakes are existen-
tial: with nearly 50% of India’s crude imports and 60% 
of its LNG transiting the Strait of Hormuz, the blockade 
has already pushed oil prices toward the $90–$100 range. 
Every dollar increase adds roughly $2 billion to India’s 
annual import bill, threatening to trigger a ‘perfect storm’ 
of imported infl ation and a widening current account 
defi cit. Beyond energy, the confl ict endangers the safety 
of over 10 million Indian expatriates in the Gulf, whose 
remittances are a vital pillar of India's foreign exchange 
reserves. Strategically, the strikes have jeopardized the 
Chabahar Port project, India's gateway to Central Asia. 

Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH 

FOCUS FISCAL BURDEN
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Nandapur, March 2: 
Days after a major drug 
seizure on Chitalpada 
islet in Jolaput reservoir 
here in Koraput district, 
over 100 Kadaknath and 
more than 150 Turkey va-
rieties of fowls and hens 
as well as over 50 ducks 
have gone missing from 
the riverine settlement, 
residents said.

Notably, a joint team of 
Koraput police and Padua 
police raided Chitalpada 
islet under Parajabada-
pada panchayat in Nan-
dapur block and seized 

1,800 litres of hashish oil 
(cannabis oil) and 1,000 
kgs of ganja February 27. 
The haul had attracted 
statewide attention. Peo-
ple suspect that the po-
lice team during the raid 
might have taken away 
the poultry.

Following the raid, the 
eight families living on 
the island have been af-
fected. Villagers said most 

of the male members have 
fl ed their homes, leaving 
behind a “male-less vil-
lage,” while women re-
main in fear.

In this situation, resi-
dents reported that poul-
try reared collectively by 
some families has disap-
peared. The estimated val-
ue of the missing birds is 
around ̀ 2.5 lakh, villagers 
said. Chitalpada island is 
surrounded by the vast 
waters of the Jolaput res-
ervoir, raising questions 
as to how the birds could 
vanish. The incident has 
become a topic of discus-
sion in the area. 

Days after raid, poultry goes
missing from Chitalpada islet

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur/Kendrapara, 
March 2: The Israel-US strikes 
on Iran, and Tehran’s retalia-
tory measures in several Gulf 
countries, have triggered anx-
iety and fear among families of 
Odia workers stranded in con-
fl ict-hit West Asia, with many 
appealing to authorities for safe 
evacuation.

Several workers from Odis-
ha, particularly from Ganjam 
and Kendrapara districts, are 
reportedly stuck in countries 
such as the UAE, Qatar and 
Israel following fl ight cancel-
lations and rising security 
tensions.

Sources said around 200 peo-
ple from Ganjam district are 
working in the affected regions.

Pitambar Behera and Krush-
na Charan Dakua of Kuthars-
ingh and Bhaliagada villages 
in Ganjam’s Rangeilunda 
block, employed as welders in 
a private fi rm in Abu Dhabi, 
said they experienced tense 
moments after missile sirens 
blared out in the city.

“We heard at least three ex-
plosions between 12.30 and 1pm 
Saturday while working on the 
site. We saw big black clouds, 
and we are worried for our 

safety,” Pitambar said through 
a message.

Pitambar lives with fi ve oth-
ers in shared accommodation 
near his workplace.

On Sunday, he did not report 
for duty after the company de-
clared a holiday amid the tense 
situation. The UAE’s Ministry 
of Interior also advised resi-
dents to remain indoors.

“After watching the news, I 
called my elder brother three 
to four times Saturday night to 
check on his safety and that of 
his relatives,” said Lalatendu 
Behera, Pitambar’s younger 
brother.

In Doha, Bhikari Charan 
Sethi of Kutharsingh village, 
who works as a plumber, said 
inmates in his accommoda-
tion were gripped by fear af-
ter alerts warned them not to 
step out.

Sudam Charan Bhuyan and 
Sunil Kumar Pahan of Ganjam, 
working in Dubai, said they 
have not reported to work for 
the past two days after their 
employer declared a holiday.

“We are safe but living in 
fear after repeated sirens,” 
Bhuyan said.

In Kendrapara district, 
Binod Bihari Mishra of Patta-

mundai said his 30-year-old son 
Sibasambhu, who works with a 
plumbing company in Tel Aviv, 
has been confi ned indoors amid 
missile alerts.

He had migrated to Tel Aviv 
last year and got hired in a 
plumbing company.

“I have spoken to him thrice 
over the past two days. He says 
he is safe, but the situation is 
unpredictable. I have written to 
the District Collector and con-
tacted the Ministry of External 
Affairs helpline,” Mishra said.

Several Odia construction 
workers, including Sandeep 
Kumar Barik, Alok Chandra 
Pradhan, Prasanta Barik and 
Gyan Chand Behera, are al-
so reported to be in Tel Aviv, 
where missile alerts and emer-
gency shelter warnings have 
disrupted daily life.

Arup Sahoo from Kakatpur 
in Puri, a PhD student in Isra-
el’s Hyfa University, is facing a 
similar fate due to the confl ict.

“I am deeply worried about 
my son. Though he is safe 
there, I appeal to the Union 
government to intervene for 
the safe return of Indians stuck 
in the Gulf countries,” said An-
taryami Sahoo, Anup’s father.

“I have been actively coor-
dinating between the workers 

and their families in Odisha. 
The workers are apparently 
anxious, unfamiliar with local 
emergency response systems, 
and deeply concerned about 
their safety. I have received 
SOS from them and have tak-
en up the matter with the 
authorities concerned,” said 
Bhubaneswar-based Samar Sa-
hoo, a West Asia immigration 
consultant.

Several Odia workers are 
also stuck in Abu Dhabi, the 
capital city of the UAE, which 
is currently in the line of fi re 
with Iranian airstrikes.

“We have been shifted to 
safety by our employer. We 
feel unsafe here. Danger stares 
at us. We are now living in an 
underground structure, which 
appears like a bunker. Once 
normalcy is restored and fl ight 
services resume, I have made 
up my mind to head back to the 
village as my parents are wor-
ried a lot,” said Tapan Gahana 
(32), a resident of Sansarphala 
village in Pattamundai block of 
Kendrapara.

Around 40 people from his 
village and adjoining areas are 
working either in Abu Dhabi 
or Dubai. Gahana said he is in 
touch with all of them and they 
are stated to be safe.

Fear, anxiety grip kin of Odia workers
WEST ASIA CRISIS
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Sambalpur, March 2: Police 
searched the Sambalpur dis-
trict court building after an 
email was received threatening 
to blast the premises, an offi cer 
said Monday.

The threatening email writ-
ten in Odia language was re-
ceived at about 10pm Sunday, 
following which local police 
engaged bomb disposal squad, 
sniffer dogs, metal detectors and 
other devices to search the court 
premises. Every nook and cor-
ner of the court premises was 
checked for bombs. But nothing 
was found, police said.

The exercise also continued 
during Monday morning, po-
lice said, adding that this is 
the third such threat received 
by authorities in a span of two 
months. On two earlier occa-
sions, threatening messages 
also came through emails.

The court premises checking 
has been completed by Monday 
morning and nothing suspi-

cious was found. Security has 
been tightened in the area as 
a precautionary measure. En-
hanced security is expected to 
remain in place until further no-
tice, a senior police offi cer said.

Earlier last month, several 
other courts in Odisha had 
also received similar bomb 
threats, but all of them turned 
out to be hoax.

Dhenkanal: A Special Judge for Vigilance in 
Dhenkanal Monday sentenced former Assis-
tant Engineer of the Overseas Economic Co-
operation Fund (OECF), Niaranjan Panda, to 
two years of rigorous imprisonment (RI) and 
imposed a fi ne of `50,000. Panda, who had 
retired from OECF, was chargesheeted by 
Odisha Vigilance under Section 13(2) read 
with 13(1)(e) of the Prevention of Corruption 
Act, 1988, for possessing disproportionate 
assets (DA). Sources from Odisha Vigilance 
confi rmed that they will now approach 
the competent authority for stoppage of 
Panda’s pension following his conviction.

Ex-OECF engr gets 
2-year RI for DA Sambalpur district court gets fresh bomb threat

3rd such threat in a 
span of 2 months

POST NEWS NETWORK

Basudevpur, March 2: Ten-
sion fl ared Monday after an 
alleged incident of misconduct 
involving a Class VIII girl stu-
dent at Kismat Krushnapur 
Upper Primary School under 
Basudevpur block in Bhadrak 
district.

Villagers, relatives of the stu-
dent and fellow pupils locked 
the school gate and staged a 
road blockade at Krushnapur’s 
Sandha Chhak on the Basude-
vpur-Dhamra road, demanding 
the immediate arrest and dis-
missal of the accused teacher.

According to sources, the 
incident took place Saturday 
when the teacher allegedly 
called the student to a room 
on the school premises and be-
haved inappropriately. The girl 
later informed her family about 
the alleged misconduct.

Though the accused teacher 
was on leave Monday, irate 
locals detained the in-charge 
headmaster and other teach-
ers who had come to the school. 
The in-charge headmaster, 
identifi ed as Abinash Pradhan, 
was reportedly assaulted and 
sustained injuries. He was fi rst 
treated at Basudevpur hospital 
and later shifted to Bhadrak 

District Headquarters Hospi-
tal for further treatment. Oth-
er teachers reportedly fl ed the 
scene fearing for their safety.

Police and administrative of-
fi cials, including Nayakanidihi 
police station IIC Umashankar 
Nayak, Sadar SDPO Bichitra-
nanda Sethi and ABEO Tapan 
Dwivedi, reached the protest 
site and attempted to pacify 
the agitators. However, the pro-
testers refused to withdraw the 
blockade.

Based on a complaint lodged 
by the student’s mother, police 
registered a case (55/26) Mon-
day and launched an investiga-
tion, Nayak said.

Block Education Offi cer Mad-
husmita Giri said the accused 
teacher, identifi ed as Gau-
tam Sahu, was placed under 
suspension Monday after the 
matter came to her notice. The 
road blockade was withdrawn 
around 4pm after protesters 
were informed about the sus-
pension.

Tension erupts over
teacher’s misconduct

Jeypore: Former police inspector-in-charge Rajesh Baliarsingh, who had been 
absconding for six months following his involvement in a case related to ganja 
smuggling, surrendered Monday before the district judge’s court in Jeypore of 
Koraput district. He was later released on bail on a bond of `50,000. Baliars-
ingh was earlier posted as IIC of Astaranga police station in Puri district. 
Sources said he allegedly assisted and provided shelter to ganja smugglers 
operating in Koraput district and Jeypore. Following the allegations, a team 
led by then-Jeypore SDPO Partha Kashyap launched an investigation in August 
and travelled to Bhubaneswar in connection with the case (6/25) registered 
in this connection. The police team had nabbed Baliarsingh in Bhubaneswar, 
but he later fl ed. Subsequently, the DGP placed him under suspension. While 
absconding, Baliarsingh moved the Orissa High Court seeking anticipatory 
bail. The court granted him bail and asked him to appear before the lower 
court and seek regular bail. The High Court also imposed conditions, including 
mandatory appearance on all hearing dates, refraining from contacting co-
accused and extending full cooperation to the investigating offi cer. 

Absconding ex-IIC surrenders in court



The state 
government 
is constantly 

in touch with 
the Govern-
ment of India to 
ensure the safe 
and prompt return of those 
stuck. Due to the confl icts in 
Arab countries, many Punjabis 
in these nations are facing 
serious diffi culties. The Punjab 
government has set up a 
helpline. If any person or their 
family is stranded in these 
countries, they can call on 
these numbers

BHAGWANT MANN |  PUNJAB CM

With Pal-
aniswami 
seated on 

the dais, the 
Prime Minister 
spoke of forming 
an NDA govern-
ment. It is a coalition that does 
not even seem to know who 
leads whom. That is why, when 
I launched my poll campaign, 
I had said that the upcoming 
election would be NDA vs Tamil 
Nadu

M K STALIN  | TAMIL NADU CM
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OFFICIALS: CHEETAHS BROUGHT 
FROM BOTSWANA DOING WELL
Nine cheetahs airlifted from Botswana were in 
good health in their quarantine enclosures in 
Madhya Pradesh's Kuno National Park, where 
they served food for the fi rst time Monday, offi -
cials said. This is the third batch of big cats from 
Africa that was brought Saturday on an Indian 
Air Force (IAF) aircraft as part of a four-year 
cheetah population revival plan in India

The Kerala CM has 
described Congress 

government in Telangana 
as ‘bulldozer raj’ without 
having a proper idea of 
what happened in 
Khammam district, 
and just keeping the 
upcoming elections 
in Kerala in mind
CHAMALA KIRAN KUMAR REDDY  | CONGRESS MP

Whenever 
Kannadigas 
and other 

Indians face dis-
tress anywhere 
in the world, the 
Central Govern-
ment has ensured their safe 
return. Earlier, we brought 
back those stranded in Ukraine. 
Wherever Indians are, their 
safety remains our fi rst priority

PRALHAD JOSHI  |  UNION MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 2: At least 
three banks and six schools in 
the national capital received 
bomb threats via email Mon-
day, which were later declared a 
hoax after exhaustive searches, 
offi cials said.

Delhi Fire Services said calls 
regarding bomb threats started 
coming in around 8.20 am after 
the institutions received emails 
warning of explosives on their 
premises. Among the banks 
that received the threats were 
the Axis Bank branch in Con-
naught Place, the State Bank of 
India AIIMS branch and the SBI 
branch in east Delhi's Shahdara.

The six schools that received 
similar emails included Army 
Public School in Delhi Cantt, 
Salwan Public School, Sardar 
Patel Vidyalaya, Mira Public 
School in Janakpuri, Ramjas 
Public School in Rajendra Nagar 
and Rabea Girls’ Public School.

“Teams from the local police, 
bomb disposal squad, dog squad 
and fi re department were im-
mediately dispatched to all the 
locations. Every nook and cor-
ner was checked thoroughly. 
Nothing suspicious was found 
and all the calls were later de-
clared hoax,” the senior police 
offi cer said.

Students and staff at the 
schools were evacuated as a 
precautionary measure soon 
after the emails were received. 
School authorities informed 
parents through messages and 
asked them not to panic while 
security agencies sanitised the 
campuses.

At Sardar Patel Vidyalaya, the 
management sent a communica-
tion to parents stating that the 
school had received a security 
threat in the morning and that 
police teams were present to un-
dertake necessary checks.

It added that all students had 
been evacuated safely. The mes-
sage further stated that classes 
for junior school students would 
resume once the premises were 
declared safe, while examina-
tions for senior school students 
would recommence after clear-
ance from the security agencies.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 2: India 
Monday categorically rejected 
allegations of its links to trans-
national violence or organised 
crime in Canada after a fresh 
media report in that country 
sought to connect Indian offi -
cials to the killing of Sikh ex-
tremist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

 Canadian national-security 
offi cials were presented with 
evidence that Indian consular 
staff operating in Vancouver 
supplied information to assist 
in the assassination of Nijjar, 
The Globe and Mail reported 
quoting two unnamed sources.

 India has been trashing Can-
ada's allegations of an Indian 
link to the killing of the Sikh 
extremist in 2023.

 The Canadian newspaper 
also named the Indian offi cial 
while quoting the sources.

 The report came on a day the 
prime ministers of Canada and 
India held wide-ranging talks 
that focused on signifi cantly ex-
panding the bilateral cooperation 
in areas of trade, energy, critical 
minerals, defence and security.  
Interestingly, a Canadian read-
out on the talks between the two 
prime ministers noted that PM 
Mark Carney underscored that 
Canada will continue to take 
measures to combat transnation-
al repression.  

"India categorically rejects 
allegations of involvement in 
transnational violence or organ-
ised crime. 

These claims are baseless, 
politically motivated and un-
supported by credible evidence 
despite repeated requests," Sec-
retary (East) in the Ministry of 
External Affairs P Kumaran said 
at a media briefi ng.

He was responding to ques-
tions on the Canadian media re-
port on the Nijjar killing as well 
as on Carney's remarks.

Bomb threats to 3 
banks, 6 schools 
turn out to be hoax

India denies links to 
violence in Canada 
amid Nijjar case

Karnataka State Anganwadi workers stage a protest demanding an increase in honorarium, at Freedom Park in 
Bangalore  PTI PHOTO
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Kolkata, March 2: West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee Monday alleged an “EC-
BJP nexus” behind the deletion 
of 63.66 lakh names from the 
state’s electoral rolls following 
the SIR, claiming that the exer-
cise was designed to help the 
saffron party ahead of the 2026 
Assembly polls.

In her fi rst reaction since the 
publication of the fi nal post-SIR 
rolls February 28, the TMC su-
premo termed the deletions 
“deliberate and inhumane,” 
asserting that genuine voters 
were being struck off because 
the BJP “cannot win elections 
on its own merit”.

The CM also declared that 
she would emerge victorious 
in her Assembly constituency 
Bhabanipur, notwithstanding 
the deletions, and “even if there 
is one vote left”.

“These deletions in voter rolls 
due to SIR have been done de-
liberately by the BJP and the 
EC. The EC has deliberately 
deleted genuine voters. I am 
shocked. This is a very sad and 
inhumane state of affairs,” she 
said at a Holi programme here.

The post-SIR rolls recorded 
63.66 lakh deletions, about 8.3 
per cent of the electorate, re-
ducing the voter base to a little 
over 7.04 crore. In addition, 
more than 60.06 lakh voters 

have been placed in the “under 
adjudication” category, subject 
to scrutiny in the coming weeks, 
marking one of the most sweep-
ing electoral revisions in the 
state since 2002.

With the state heading into 
a fi ercely contested election 
likely in April, the scale of the 
revision has injected fresh vol-
atility into Bengal’s political 
battlefi eld, sharpening the nar-
rative war between the ruling 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) and 
the BJP.

At the heart of the contro-
versy lies Bhabanipur, widely 
regarded as Banerjee's pocket 
borough and the constituency 
she represents in the Assembly.

Banerjee claimed that “mas-
sive deletions” had taken 
place in her seat, but declared 
she would prevail regardless. 
“Bhabanipur is a small constit-
uency. There were only about 
2.6 lakh voters. Earlier, 44,000 
were excluded. This time, 14,000 
more were placed 'under adju-
dication’, and also around 2,000 
because of so-called logistical 
discrepancies. Where are these 
voters? Why are they missing?

Offi cial fi gures, however, 
show that Bhabanipur had 2.06 
lakh voters when the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) pro-
cess began November 4 last 
year. The draft roll published 
on December 16 refl ected 44,786 
deletions.

In the fi nal list released on 
Saturday, another 2,324 names 
were removed, taking the total 

deletions to 47,094. Over 14,000 
names in the constituency have 
been kept “under adjudication”.

The fi gure of deletions is 
roughly 11,000 less than the 
margin of over 58,000 votes se-
cured by Banerjee in the 2021 
Bhabanipur bypoll, a statisti-
cal coincidence that has added 
a sharper political edge to the 
constituency’s pre-election dis-
course.

Leader of Opposition Suven-
du Adhikari had fl ashed a victo-
ry sign Saturday after the fi nal 
list was published, remarking 
that “no one can save Mamata 
now”.

Banerjee hit back Monday, 
alleging that names of TMC 
supporters were being selec-
tively removed.

Accusing unnamed BJP 
leaders of orchestrating the 
deletions through "agencies", 
Banerjee alleged that between 
10,000 and 30,000 names had 
been struck off in several TMC-
held constituencies.
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New Delhi, March 2: Chal-
lenging the special court order 
discharging former Delhi chief 
minister Arvind Kejriwal and 
others in the excise policy case, 
the CBI has submitted to the 
Delhi High Court that the order 
was based “on a selective read-
ing of the prosecution case, dis-
regarding the material showing 
the culpability of the accused”, 
and was “patently illegal”.

In its 974-page petition before 
the high court, the CBI said the 
Special Judge essentially con-
ducted a mini-trial and “spent 
4 months' time reading only the 
fi le of the case”, which shows 
appreciation of the evidence 
by the judge which "otherwise 
is not permitted at this stage”.

The special judge dealt with 
separate limbs of conspiracy in 
isolation rather than assessing 
the actions of the accused cu-
mulatively, the agency also 
said. Terming the order “per-
verse”, the agency said it suf-
fers from “errors apparent on 
the face”, is based on “misread-

ing” of facts and violates the 
Supreme Court's assertions re-
lated to the stage when charges 
are to be framed.

The special court had on 
Friday discharged Kejriwal, 
Sisodia and 21 others in the 
liquor-policy case by refusing 
to take cognisance of the CBI 
chargesheet against them.

Among the 21 people given 
a clean chit in the case is Tel-
angana Jagruthi president K 
Kavitha. Special Judge Jiten-
dra Singh had rapped the CBI 
for lapses in the investigation, 
saying there was no cogent ev-
idence against Kejriwal and no 
prima facie case against Sisodia 
and the other accused.

Within hours, the CBI had 
approached the high court 
challenging the order through 
an urgent revision petition. The 
hearing in the case will take 
place March 9.

“The Impugned Order is 
patently illegal, perverse and 
suffers from errors apparent on 
the face. Not only does it fail to 
appreciate the facts of the case in 
its correct perspective, such fail-
ure on the part of the Ld. Special 
Judge has further led to passing 
of adverse remarks against the 
investigating agency, as well 
as the investigating offi cer, all 
of which are unwarranted and 
incomprehensible, to say the 
least,” the CBI contended.

The central probe agency 
went on to allege that the ob-
servations in the order bear 
testimony to the fact that the 
Special Judge “lacks the basic 
understanding of the prosecu-
tion case as a whole and the 
corresponding law at the stage 
of charge”.

In her fi rst reaction since 
the publication of the 

fi nal post-SIR rolls 
February 28, the TMC 
supremo termed the 

deletions “deliberate and 
inhumane,” asserting that 

genuine voters were 
being struck off because 

the BJP “cannot win 
elections on its 

own merit”

Mamata alleges ‘EC-BJP nexus’ behind voter deletions

In its 974-page petition 
before the high court, the 

CBI said the Special Judge 
essentially conducted a 
mini-trial and “spent 4 

months' time reading only 
the fi le of the case”, which 

shows appreciation of 
the evidence by the judge 

which "otherwise is not 
permitted at this stage”

Excise policy case: 
CBI moves Delhi HC
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New Delhi, March 2: India 
and Canada Monday inked 
landmark pacts on supplies of 
Uranium and critical minerals 
and vowed to seal a compre-
hensive economic partnership 
agreement this year with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
his Canadian counterpart Mark 
Carney fi nalising an ambitious 
roadmap of cooperation to 
shore up ties including taking 
bilateral annual trade to over 
$50 billion by 2030.

In their wide-ranging talks, 
the two leaders also pledged 
to ramp up cooperation in de-
fence, critical technologies, 
small and modular nuclear 
reactors, education, artifi cial 
intelligence and renewable en-
ergy, demonstrating that the 
relationship has moved beyond 
turbulence into a more stable 
and forward-looking phase.

The ties between the two coun-
tries hit rock bottom following 
then-PM Justin Trudeau’s allega-
tions in 2023 of a potential Indian 
link to the killing of Khalistani 

terrorist Hardeep Singh Nijjar 
in Canada.

The two sides initiated a se-
ries of measures to rebuild the 
relations after Carney became 
the prime minister in March last 
year. To leverage their strengths 
as complementary economies, 
India and Canada announced 
a new strategic energy partner-
ship, including in LNG, LPG, 
uranium, solar and hydrogen.

As the fi rst step, a USD 2.6 
billion agreement was signed be-
tween the government of India 
and Saskatoon-based Cameco to 
supply nearly 22 million pounds 
of uranium to India for nuclear 
energy generation from 2027 to 
2035. Besides the pacts on urani-
um and critical minerals, India 
and Canada signed six other 
MoUs, including one on the terms 
of reference for the India-Canada 
Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership Agreement (CEPA).

“Our goal is to reach USD 50 
billion in trade by 2030. Unlock-
ing the full potential of econom-
ic cooperation is our priority. 
Therefore, we have decided 
to fi nalise the Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agree-
ment soon.”

“Canada’s pension funds 
have invested USD 100 billion 
in India. This symbolises their 
deep belief in India’s growth 
story,” he said.

The volume of two-way an-
nual trade at present is around 
USD 13 billion. The prime min-
ister said the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on crit-
ical minerals will strengthen 
resilient supply chains. Canada 
is known for its signifi cant res-
ervoir of critical minerals and 
rare earth materials.

The prime minister said both 
sides agreed that terrorism, ex-
tremism, and radicalisation are 
common and serious challeng-
es not only for India and Can-
ada but for all humanity. “Our 
close cooperation against these 
is crucial for global peace and 
stability.”

A Canadian readout said the 
two leaders agreed to advance 
bilateral cooperation on securi-
ty and law enforcement and it 
includes issues of mutual con-
cern to Canada and India, such 
as the illegal fl ow of drugs, par-
ticularly fentanyl precursors, 
and transnational organised 
criminal networks.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Canadian Prime Minister Mark 
Carney witness an MoU exchange between External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar and Canada Foreign Affairs Minister Anita Anand during a joint 
press meet, at Hyderabad House in New Delhi  
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Palghar, March 2: A massive 
leak of hazardous oleum gas at 
a chemical unit in Maharash-
tra’s Palghar district Monday 
led to the evacuation of over 
2,600 people, including 1,600 
school students, while three 
persons complained of minor 
eye irritation, offi cials said.

The oleum (fuming sulphuric 
acid) gas leak affected areas in a 
fi ve-kilometre radius of the unit 
in the Boisar MIDC locality on 
Mumbai’s outskirts and led to 
the evacuation as a precaution-
ary measure, they said.

The leak, which occurred 
around 2 pm at the unit of Bha-
geria Industries Ltd, created 
a dense cloud of white fumes 
that spread rapidly due to wind 
velocity, causing panic among 

residents and workers in the in-
dustrial belt. The cause of the gas 
leak was not immediately known. 
Palghar District Collector Dr Indu 
Rani Jakhar, who is personally 
monitoring the situation, said 
disaster management plan was 
activated immediately. “The 
leakage occurred from a 2,500-li-
tre capacity oleum day tank. Due 
to the wind direction, the smoke 
spread to surrounding areas, im-
pacting a radius of approximately 
5 kilometres,” the administration 
stated in a press release.

As a precautionary measure, 
the authorities ordered the 
immediate evacuation of 1,600 
students from a local school, 
Tarapur Vidyamandir. Addi-
tionally, more than 1,000 work-
ers from Bhageria Industries 
and neighbouring fi rms were 
moved to safety, it informed.

India, Canada seal 
$2.6bn uranium deal

In their wide-ranging talks, 
the two leaders also pledged 

to ramp up cooperation in 
defence, critical technologies, 
small and modular nuclear 
reactors, education, artifi cial 
intelligence and renewable 
energy, demonstrating that the 
relationship has moved beyond 
turbulence into a more stable 
and forward-looking phase

The ties between the two 
countries hit rock bottom 

following then-PM Justin 
Trudeau’s allegations in 2023 
of a potential Indian link to the 
killing of Khalistani terrorist 
Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Canada

Toxic gas leaks from Palghar
chemical unit; 2,600 evacuated

PTI  PHOTO

Under-construction
bridge collapses 
Gopalganj: The Bihar 
government has suspended 
three engineers and initiated 
proceedings against the 
contractor after a section of 
a small under-construction 
bridge over the Ghoghari 
river in Gopalganj district 
collapsed, offi cials said 
Monday. No one was injured 
in the incident, which took 
place February 28. The bridge, 
being constructed by the 
Rural Works Department 
(RWD) at a cost of `2.87 crore, 
was scheduled for completion 
March 6. 

SIR to begin in 
J’khand in April
Ranchi: Jharkhand Chief 
Electoral Offi cer (CEO) K Ravi 
Kumar Monday said the SIR 
of electoral rolls will begin in 
the state in April. He added 
that the exercise will be 
completed in a single phase. 
“According to directions 
received from the Election 
Commission, the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) will 
begin in the state in April, 
and all preparations have 
been completed,” Kumar told 
reporters in Ranchi. He said 
the exercise was conducted 
in Bihar in Phase-1, followed 
by 12 states and Union 
Territories in Phase-2. The 
third phase is likely to include 
all the remaining states.

Jharkhand govt to 
release 23 convicts
Ranchi: Jharkhand government 
Monday decided to release 23 
convicts serving life terms in 
various prisons across the state, 
a statement said. The decision 
was taken at a meeting of the 
Jharkhand State Sentence 
Review Board, chaired by Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren.

Man strangles 
wife to death
Kochi (Kerala): A man 
allegedly strangled his wife 
to death before attempting 
suicide by ramming his 
motorcycle into a KSRTC 
bus at Keezhillam near 
Rayamangalam here, police 
said Monday. The deceased 
has been identifi ed as Jibimol 
(37), a native of Kuttampuzha, 
who was living with her 
husband Laiju and their two 
children in a rented house at 
Keezhillam. 



There are 195 
countries in the 
world. 
10-12 countries 
are at WAR right 
now.
The other 185 

countries are safe and are not 
facing missile, bomb, or drone 
strikes.
But only one party’s supporters 
are giving its credit to a FAILED 
compromised leader just to please him.
 
 @mohitlaws
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50 CENTRES FOR ‘PINK SAHELI’ CARDS
The Delhi government has set up around 50 centres 
across the city to facilitate the issuance of the “Pink 
Saheli” cards and the distribution process will com-
mence from Tuesday. The Pink National Common 
Mobility card, launched by President Droupadi Murmu 
Monday, will provide women and transgender individ-
uals free bus travel and seamless access to multiple 
public transport systems through a single smart 
card, in line with the “one nation, one card” initiative

As a part of Gujarat SemiConnect 
Conference 2026 in Gandhinagar, 
held productive one-to-one 
meetings with leading global in-
dustry representatives to further 
strengthen Gujarat's semiconduc-
tor ecosystem
BHUPENDRA PATEL | GUJARAT CM

Man hacks to death
parents, two others 
Bahraich (UP): A man 
allegedly hacked to death his 
parents, grandmother and 
sister following a dispute 
over money in a village here, 
police said Monday. The 
incident occurred in Ramgaon 
hamlet of Basantpur Rudal 
village in the intervening 
night of Sunday and Monday. 
The accused attacked his 
elder brother and also 
hit himself with a brick.  
Additional Superintendent of 
Police (Rural) Durga Prasad 
Tiwari told reporters that 
Gurudev lodged a written 
complaint, stating that he 
found his younger brother, 
Nirankar (30), quarrelling 
with his father over money 
received from the sale of land 
and jewellery.

Man, son killed after
car rams into garage
Chhindwara: A 61-year-
old man and his son were 
charred to death after their 
CNG-fitted car rammed into a 
roadside garage and caught 
fire in Madhya Pradesh's 
Chhindwara district in the 
early hours of Monday, a 
police official said. The 
accident took place on Seoni 
road at a spot some 17 
kilometres from the district 
headquarters, Kundipura 
police station in charge 
Mahendra Bhagat told PTI. 

Minor ‘raped’;
two arrested
Muzaffarpur: A 17-year-old 
girl was allegedly raped in 
Bihar's Muzaffarpur district, 
police said Monday. The 
incident took place in the 
Mushahari police station 
area of Muzaffarpur around 
11 pm Sunday. “The girl 
was allegedly raped by two 
persons when she went out 
to fetch water at a nearby 
handpump. The accused 
have been arrested,” SDPO 
(East-2) Manoj Kumar Singh 
told reporters here. The 
girl will undergo a medical 
examination, Singh said, 
adding, investigation is 
underway.

I urge the 
force to 
remain fi rm 

and uncompromis-
ing with criminals, 
while being courte-
ous, humane, and 
empathetic towards citizens

PREM SINGH TAMANG | SIKKIM CHIEF MINISTER

Mamata Ba-
nerjee should 
be ashamed. 

Though Bengal has 
a female CM, cases 
of rape and torture 
of women continue

SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN  | UNION AGRICUL-
TURE AND FARMERS WELFARE MINISTER

Gohpur was 
nothing short 
of grand. 

Progress is taking 
shape across the 
constituency, but 
the overwhelming 
energy today was something spe-
cial. Your warmth and trust give 
this journey its true strength

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | 
ASSAM CHIEF MINISTER

SHORT TAKES
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Srinagar, March 2: At least 
14 people, including six secu-
rity personnel, were injured 
on the second day of protests 
that erupted in Jammu and 
Kashmir following the killing 
of Iran's Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei in a joint 
US-Israeli attack, offi cials said.

Authorities have imposed 
restrictions to curb people’s 
movement, shut down educa-
tion institutes and throttled 
mobile internet speeds in the 
Union territory as precaution-
ary measures.

Offi cials said that 75 rallies 
were held at various places in 
the Kashmir Valley, while a 
few demonstrations were held 
in the Jammu region as well. 
Security forces had to use mild 
force to disperse the protesters 
in some areas.

Protests broke out in Bem-
ina, Gund Hassibhat, Saida-
kadal, Nigeen, Foreshore Road 
and Jehangir Chowk areas of 
Srinagar city, in the Pulwama 
town of south Kashmir, and 
Budgam in central Kashmir 
-- all of which have a large 
Shia population, as agitators 
marched through the streets, 
raising anti-US and anti-Israel 
slogans.

While most of the protests 
were by and large peaceful, 
clashes erupted at a few plac-
es, forcing the security forces 
personnel to use mild force to 
disperse the protestors, the of-
fi cials said.

They said 14 persons -- eight 
protestors and six security 
forces personnel -- were in-
jured during these clashes in 
the Kashmir valley.

Severe restrictions had been 
placed on the movement of peo-
ple in parts of Kashmir. The 
curbs were imposed against the 
backdrop of a call for a one-day 
strike given by Mutahida Ma-
jlis-e-Ulama (MMU) chairman 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.

The authorities had sealed 
Ghanta Ghar at Lal Chowk with 
barricades erected all around 
it, while a large number of 
police and paramilitary CRPF 

personnel were deployed across 
the city to prevent gatherings of 
protestors, offi cials said.

They added that concerti-
na wires and barricades were 
placed at important intersec-
tions leading into the city while 
asserting that these were pre-
cautionary measures imposed 
to maintain law and order.

The authorities also closed 
all educational institutions 
for two days, as a precaution-
ary measure for the safety of 
students and to maintain law 
and order. Similar curbs were 
imposed in Shia-dominated 
areas in other districts of the 
Kashmir valley. Mobile inter-
net speeds were also throttled 

across Kashmir.
The MMU's strike call was 

supported by several political 
parties, including PDP presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti.

Most of the shops and busi-
ness establishments remained 
closed in both Kishtwar and Do-
da district headquarters and in 
other major towns in response 
to separate bandh calls given 
by religious leaders to protest 
the alleged aggression of the US 
and Israel.

The Imam of Jamia Masjid 
Kishtwar, Moulvi Farooq Ah-
mad Kachloo, also led a protest 
rally from the place of worship 
to the nearby bus stand, the 
offi cials said, adding that the 

protesters chanted slogans 
against the US and Israel before 
dispersing peacefully.

The Muslim community also 
held protests at different plac-
es in the Rajouri and Poonch 
districts. Several Muslim or-
ganisations have called for a 
Rajouri bandh Tuesday after 
a joint meeting at the local 
Jamia masjid.

KHAMENEI 
KILLING 14 hurt in J&K protests

75 rallies were held at various places in the Kashmir Valley, while a few demonstrations were held in the 
Jammu region as well. Security forces had to use mild force to disperse the protesters in some areas

Airlines cancel more than 300 international fl ights 
NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI: Indian airlines cancelled 357 international 
flights Monday as the operational disruptions caused by the 
Middle East conflict continued for the third day.  Over 300 flights, 
including arrivals and departures, were cancelled at the country's 
four main airports -- Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru and Chennai 
-- Monday, officials told PTI.  Many airspaces in the Middle East 
region remained closed amid the escalating conflict involving 
the US, Israel, and Iran.  "The situation in the Middle East region 
continues to be closely monitored to facilitate relief for passengers. 
Due to the ongoing situation, 357 flights planned for operation 
today were cancelled," the civil aviation ministry said in a post on 
X Monday.  In three days starting from February 28, Indian carriers 
cancelled 1,117 international flights to various destinations due to 
the conflict.  On Monday, IndiGo cancelled more than 163 flights 
while Air India Group -- Air India and Air India Express -- cancelled 
over 110 services. SpiceJet cancelled at least 20 flights whereas 
Akasa Air did not operate eight flights, according to officials and 
information gathered from websites and X. 

PM  Modi speaks to 
Saudi Crown Prince, 
Bahrain King
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi Monday spoke 
to the King of Bahrain and the 
Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia and 
condemned the recent attacks on 
the two countries, asserting that 
India stands in solidarity with their 
people in this diffi cult hour. During 
his telephonic conversations with 
Bahrain King Hamad Bin Isa Al 
Khalifa and the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister of Saudi Arabia, 
Mohammed Bin Salman, Prime 
Minister Modi said that the earliest 
restoration of regional peace and 
stability is of utmost importance 
and thanked them for looking 
after the well-being of the Indian 
community living there in these 
diffi cult times.  

People from the Muslim community take out a protest march from Gangoo 
in Pulwama PTI PHOTO
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Dubai, March 2: An Indian 
national was killed Monday 
when an explosive-laden drone 
boat struck an oil tanker off the 
coast of Muscat Governorate, 
according to offi cials.

In a statement, Oman's Min-
istry of Defence said that the 
Maritime Security Centre re-
ported that the oil tanker MKD 
VYOM was hit by an unmanned 
boat 52 nautical miles off the 
coast of Muscat Governorate.

It said that the attack result-
ed in a fi re and explosion in 
the engine room and the death 
of one crew member. The re-
maining 21 crew members were 
evacuated.

The Embassy of India in 
Oman expressed its "deepest 
condolences" on the tragic de-
mise of the Indian crew mem-
ber on board MKD Vyom.

The mission said it is in 
close coordination with lo-
cal authorities in Oman to 
facilitate the safe and early 
repatriation of our nationals 
on board the vessel. "We re-
main committed to extending 
all possible assistance in this 
matter," it said.

State-run Oman News Agen-
cy reported that the attack 
triggered a fi re and explo-
sion within the main engine 
room, resulting in the fatality 
of one crew member of Indian 
nationality. 

In coordination with the 
Maritime Security Centre, the 
tanker's complement of 21 crew 
members -- 16 Indian nationals, 
four Bangladeshi nationals, 
and one Ukrainian national -- 
was evacuated via the commer-
cial vessel MV SAND, which 
fl ies the fl ag of the Republic of 
Panama, it said.

A vessel from the Royal Na-
vy of Oman is monitoring the 
condition of the stricken tanker 
and issuing the necessary nav-
igational warnings to vessels 
transiting the same maritime 
zone, it added. The tanker, 

fl agged to the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, was carrying 
an estimated 59,463 metric tons 
of cargo.

A day earlier, another oil 
tanker came under attack in 
the Strait of Hormuz. The at-
tack on the MV Skylight in-
jured four crew members.  

The state-run Oman News 
Agency said the crew were 
from India and Iran. On Mon-
day, the Indian mission in 
Oman said it was in constant 
touch with local authorities 
who are carrying out search 
operations for missing crew 
members following the inci-
dent involving MV Skylight.

 The Strait of Hormuz is lo-
cated between Oman and Iran 
and connects the Persian Gulf 
with the Gulf of Oman and the 
Arabian Sea. It is one of the 
world's most important oil 
chokepoints.

Indian killed as 
oil tanker attacked
off Oman coast

AN INDIAN NATIONAL WAS KILLED 
WHEN AN EXPLOSIVE-LADEN 

UNMANNED BOAT ATTACKED THE 
OIL TANKER MKD VYOM OFF 

THE COAST OF OMAN

THE ATTACK CAUSED A FIRE AND 
EXPLOSION IN THE ENGINE ROOM 
OF THE OIL TANKER, RESULTING IN 

THE DEATH OF THE INDIAN 
CREW MEMBER

SIXTEEN INDIAN NATIONALS, 
FOUR BANGLADESHI NATIONALS, 
AND ONE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL 

WERE EVACUATED FROM THE OIL 
TANKER AFTER THE ATTACK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, March 
2: Haryana Chief 
Minister Nayab Singh 
Saini Monday pre-
sented the Budget for 
2026-27 with an outlay 
of Rs 2.23 lakh crore, 
with several initia-
tives including a new 
electricity distribution 
company for the agri-
culture sector, a Rs 100 
crore green climate 
resilience fund and 20 
per cent reservation 
for Agniveers in the 
state police force.

A slew of announce-
ments have also been 
made in the Budget 
for women. Saini also 
announced setting up 
of 'Adarsh Pariksha 
Kendra' on a pub-
lic-private partnership 
model, Anti-Terrorist 
Squad (ATS) under 
IG rank police offi cer, 
'Wedding City' each 

in Gurugram, Khark-
hoda and Pinjore on 
the concept of 'Wed 
in India', a modern 
fi lm city at Pinjore, 
besides stating that 
Rajiv Gandhi Sports 
Complex, Daulata-
bad, will be upgraded 
to the state's fi rst 'Para 
Sports Stadium'.

Sporting a saffron 
turban, Saini said 5,000 
suggestions were re-
ceived from various 
quarters, and these 
have been incorporated 
in the Budget, which he 
described as "people's 
budget".

Haryana remains 
committed to serv-
ing as an uninter-
rupted and tireless 
engine of develop-
ment in the journey 
towards fulfilment of 
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's vision 
of 'Viksit Bharat' @ 
2047, he said.

Focus on rural growth, Haryana 
Budget proposes ‘Agri Discom’

Govt: Ready to evacuate 
citizens stuck in Gulf
NEW DELHI: Amid escalating West 
Asia tensions, the Centre Monday said 
it is in touch with Indian missions in 
the Gulf region to ensure safe return 
of stranded Indian nationals as state 
governments across the country 
stepped up efforts to assist such resi-
dents.  Asserting that it was closely 
monitoring the evolving airspace 
situation in parts of the region, the 
civil aviation ministry on Monday 
evening said IndiGo plans to operate 
10 special relief fl ights from Jeddah 
(Saudi Arabia) to various Indian cities 
March 3.  "IndiGo has planned 10 
special relief operations from Jeddah 
to India 3 March to facilitate the return 
of stranded passengers, subject to 
required approvals and prevailing air-
space conditions. IndiGo is coordinat-
ing with the Consulate General of India 
at Jeddah for passenger facilitation," 
the ministry said. The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS), which met 
last evening under the chairmanship 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has 
expressed concern over the safety and 
security of the large Indian expatri-
ate community in the Gulf nations.

2 Indore workers cleaning sewerage 
chamber die after inhaling toxic gas
INDORE:  Two municipal workers died from asphyxiation 
due to toxic gas while cleaning a sewerage chamber Mon-
day in Indore in Madhya Pradesh, a police offi cial said.
The two were cleaning a sewerage chamber in front of Devi 
Ahilyabai Holkar fruit and vegetable market, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner of Police Sumit Kerkatta said. "While 
cleaning it, a part of the pipe from the sewer suction ma-
chine broke and fell into the chamber. One of the workers, 
who went down to remove the pipe, fell unconscious after 
being exposed to toxic gas. Later, another municipal worker, 
who went down to rescue him, also fell unconscious," 
Kerkatta said. Both died from asphyxiation due to the toxic 
gas present in the sewerage chamber and their bodies were 
taken out with the help of the State Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF), he added. Deputy Commissioner of Police Shrikrish-
na Lalchandani identifi ed the deceased as Karan Yadav 
and Ajay Dodi. Meanwhile, the Indore Municipal Corpora-
tion (IMC), in a late night press release, said Chief Minister 
Mohan Yadav has given instructions to provide assistance of 
Rs 30 lakh each to the families of the two deceased workers. 
The release claimed that both the sanitation workers died 
while releasing water from a municipal vehicle into a drain-
age line chamber after emptying a septic tank.



REUTERS

Dubai/Washington, March 

2: The US and Israeli air war 
against Iran widened Monday, 
with no end in sight as Israel 
attacked Lebanon in response 
to strikes by Hezbollah and 
Tehran kept up its missile and 
drone attacks on Gulf states.

President Donald Trump said 
a “big wave” of further attacks 
was imminent, without giving 
details, and said it was unclear 
who was in charge in Iran, fol-
lowing the killing of Supreme 
Leader Ali Khamenei at the 
weekend.

The attack on Iran has 
pitched the Gulf into war, 
thrown global air transport in-
to chaos and shut down ship-
ping traffi c through the vital 
Strait of Hormuz, sending oil 
prices surging.

Underlining the risks, Ku-
wait mistakenly shot down 
three American F-15E fi ghter 
jets during an Iranian attack, 
US Central Command said. All 
six crew members ejected and 
were safely recovered. Video, 
fi lmed at a location verifi ed 
by Reuters, showed one of the 
planes spiralling out of the sky, 
an engine on fi re.

For Trump, facing growing 
discontent at home over bread-
and-butter economic issues, 
the weekend strikes against a 

foe that had tormented the US 
and its allies for generations 
amount to the biggest US for-
eign policy gamble in decades.

Trump urged Americans 
to grieve the four US service 
personnel killed so far. The 
campaign could pose a major 
political risk for Trump’s Re-
publican Party in this year’s 
midterm elections, with only 
one in four Americans support-
ing the operation, according 
to a Reuters/Ipsos poll at the 
weekend.

“WE HAVEN’T EVEN STARTED”, 
TRUMP SAYS

Trump said he had ordered 
the attack to thwart Tehran’s 
nuclear program and a ballis-
tic missile program that he 
said was growing rapidly. He 
said the war could go on past a 
four-to-fi ve-week projection he 
made earlier.

“We haven’t even start-
ed hitting them 
hard,” he told 
CNN in an 
interview. 
“The big wave 
hasn’t even 
happened. The 
big one is com-
ing soon.”

In the fi rst 
formal Penta-
gon briefi ng 
since the cam-

paign began, the chairman of 
the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
General Dan Caine, described 
a campaign that included hit-
ting more than 1,000 targets in 
the fi rst 24 hours. He said more 
forces were still on their way to 
the region.

“This is not a single over-
night operation. The military 
objectives that CENTCOM 
and the Joint Force have been 
tasked with will take some 
time to achieve, and in some 
cases will be diffi cult and gritty 
work,” Caine said.

Iran denies seeking a nuclear 
weapon and says it was offering 
to curb its nuclear programme 
at talks when the United States 
launched an unprovoked as-
sault.

Trump repeated his call 
to Iranians to rise 
up and 

overthrow their leaders. With-
in Iran, where residents have 
jammed high-
ways to 
fl ee the 
bomb-
ing, 
there 
was 

uncertainty about the future 
and emotion ranging from eu-
phoria to apprehension and 
rage.

Many have openly celebrat-
ed the death of Supreme Lead-
er Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 86, 
who had ruled since 1989 and 
directed security forces that 
killed thousands of anti-govern-
ment protesters at the start of 

this year.
WAR SPREADS 
TO LEBANON

In a sign that Iran’s 
rulers are still reaching 
out to the outside world, 
a senior Iranian secu-
rity offi cial contacted 

Reuters to say Iran 
was defending it-

self against ag-
gressors 

and would continue to do so.
A new front in the war 

opened Monday when the Leb-
anese armed movement Hez-
bollah, one of Tehran’s prin-
cipal allies in the Middle East, 
launched missiles and drones 
towards Israel.

Israel responded with sweep-
ing airstrikes, which it said tar-
geted the Hezbollah-controlled 
southern suburbs of Beirut 
and struck senior militants. 
The Lebanese state news agen-
cy NNA said an initial tally 
showed 31 people had been 
killed and 149 injured.

An Iranian Shahed missile that 
Cypriot offi cials said was most 
likely fi red by Hezbollah from 
Lebanon also hit the British air 
force base at Akrotiri in Cyprus, 
the fi rst strike to reach US allies 
in Europe. Israel declared Hez-
bollah leader Naim Qassem a 
“target for elimination”. Offi -
cials said they were not for now 
considering a ground invasion 
of Lebanon, whose government 

on Monday banned military 
activities by Hezbollah.
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A grandson of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, 
the late founder of the 

Islamic Republic of Iran, is 
likely to fi gure prominently in 
the deliberations of the clerics 
who will determine who replac-
es Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as 
Supreme Leader.

The killing of Khamenei, 
86, in a US-Israeli attack 
has brought new urgency to 
the question of who will be 
the next Supreme Leader, a 
long-simmering issue over 
which there had been no clar-
ity despite his age.

Hassan Khomeini is the most 
visible of the late Ayatollah’s 15 
grandchildren and is seen as a 
relative moderate within Iran’s 
clerical establishment. He en-
joys close ties to reformists 
including former presidents 
Mohammed Khatami and Has-
san Rouhani, who both pursued 
policies of engagement with the 
West when in offi ce.

Khomeini, 53, holds a sym-
bolically important role in 
public life as custodian of his 
grandfather’s mausoleum in 
southern Tehran. He has never 

served in government.
Some politicians inside Iran 

have seen him as a rival to 
hardliners who gained sway 
under Khamenei, notably his 
son, Mojtaba.

The case for installing a mod-
erate successor to Khamenei 

gained momentum among some 
Iranian politicians in the wake 
of unrest that swept Iran in Jan-
uary as a means of shoring up 
the Islamic Republic in the face 
of widening dissent.
KHOMEINI DEMANDED 
ACCOUNTABILITY FOR 
AMINI’S DEATH

While loyal to the Islamic 
Republic established after 
the Shah was toppled in 1979, 
Khomeini has a track record 
of urging reform and has occa-
sionally voiced dissent against 
authorities.

In 2021, he criticised the 
Guardian Council - the branch 
of Iran’s theocracy responsible 

for vetting presidential candi-
dates - after it barred reformists 
from running.

The council’s move paved the 
way for the victory of hardliner 
Ebrahim Raisi, who died in a 
helicopter crash in 2024.

“You can’t pick someone for 
me and tell me to vote for them!” 
Khomeini said at the time.

He also demanded account-
ability after Mahsa Amini, a 
young Iranian woman, died 
in 2022 after being taken into 
custody by morality police, ac-
cused of violating conservative 
dress codes - an incident that 
ignited countrywide protests.

During the unrest that swept 
Iran in December and January - 
the deadliest since the 1979 rev-
olution - he rallied behind the 
establishment, accusing rioters 
of serving Israel, taking part in 
a pro-government march, and 
likening some of the violence 
to the actions of Islamic State.

In a condolence letter, Kho-
meini said Khamenei would 
forever “be the hero of the 
people of Iran and Muslims”, 
adding, “The noble people of 
Iran will once again walk the 
path of the Imam (Khomeini) 
by overcoming this incident.”

Khamenei’s death brings Khomeini’s grandson into focus

Hassan Khomeini has a track 
record of urging reform

Founder’s grandson has never 
served in government

Khomeini is a mid-ranking cleric 
with ceremonial role

Some politicians see him as a 
rival to hardline candidates

Hezbollah joins confl ict, Israel hits 
back

Senior security offi cial says Iran 
will fi ght on

US defence secretary declines to 
set out time frame

Iran confl ict widens to Lebanon

REUTERS

Kapikoy, Turkey, March 2: 

Hundreds of Iranians crossed 
the border into Turkey Mon-
day afternoon as the US-Israe-
li war against Iran expanded, 
a Reuters witness said, with 
those arriving speaking of fear 
in Tehran and queues at petrol 
stations.

In the morning, Turkey had 
said day-trip passenger cross-
ings at the three Turkish-Irani-
an border gates had been mu-
tually suspended, with Turkey 
only allowing its own citizens 
and third-country nationals to 
enter. Travellers told Reuters 
Sunday, that some Iranian cit-
izens were being stopped from 
crossing into Turkey.

However, by Monday after-
noon Iranians started crossing 
into Turkey at the Kapikoy bor-
der gate, against the backdrop 
of snow-covered hills in Iran.

“The situation in Tehran 
is already difficult,” said a 
man from the Iranian capi-
tal, who declined to give his 
name but said his wife and 
children were in Istanbul. 
“There are difficult things in 
Tehran, bombings. Everyone 
is scared. But for example, 
normal people, nothing hap-
pened to them.”

He said he had bought house-
hold goods on the fi rst day of 
the war in Tehran but that 
shops were very crowded.

Hundreds of Iranians 
cross border into 
Turkey, witness says

QATAR HALTS LNG OUTPUT, SAUDI 
REFINERY, ISRAELI OIL, GAS FIELDS SHUT

Qatar: Qatar halted its production of liquefi ed natural gas Monday as 
Israeli and US strikes against Iran and Tehran’s retaliation prompted 
precautionary shutdowns of oil and gas facilities across the Middle 
East. Saudi Arabia shut its biggest domestic oil refi nery after a 
drone strike, a source with knowledge of the matter said. Qatari 
LNG production is equivalent to about 20% of global supply. The Gulf 
country is the world’s second largest LNG exporter after the US and 
plays a major role in balancing Asian and European LNG market needs. 
Asian clients represent 82% of state-owned QatarEnergy’s customers. 
A wave of attacks in the Middle East stretched into a third day, also 
resulting in the suspension of most oil production in Iraqi Kurdistan 
and several major Israeli gas fi elds, throttling exports to Egypt. Oil 
prices surged as much as 13% intraday to above $82 a barrel, the 
highest since January 2025, as the confl ict ground shipping to a near 
halt in the Strait of Hormuz, through which a fi fth of global oil supply 
fl ows. State oil giant Saudi Aramco’s 550,000 barrels per day (bpd) Ras 
Tanura refi nery, which was shut as a precautionary measure, is part 
of an energy complex on the kingdom’s Gulf coast which also serves 
as a critical export terminal for Saudi crude oil. Meanwhile, gas giant 
QatarEnergy said it was also ceasing production of products associated 
with LNG. In Iraqi Kurdistan, which exported 200,000 barrels of oil per 
day (bpd) via pipeline to Turkey’s Ceyhan port in February, companies 
including DNO, Gulf Keystone Petroleum, Dana Gas and HKN Energy 
have stopped output at their fi elds as a precaution, with no damage 
reported. Offshore Israel, the Israeli government instructed Chevron to 
temporarily shut down the giant Leviathan gas fi eld where it is in the 
process of expanding capacity to around 21 billion cubic metres a year 
as part of a $35 billion export deal to Egypt.

GLOBAL AIR TRAVEL CHAOS DEEPENS 

London: Global air travel chaos intensifi ed Monday as the US and Israel 
continued to bombard Iran, which struck back at targets across the 
Middle East, leaving airports closed and stranding travellers including 
those in faraway areas who were scheduled to transit through the 
region. Governments were scrambling to help their citizens get home 
after the confl ict erupted Saturday, throwing travel plans into turmoil. 
Tourists, business travellers and religious pilgrims found themselves 
stuck unexpectedly in hotels, airports and on cruise ships, with no 
word on when many airports would reopen or when fl ights to and 
through the Middle East would resume. Governments told stranded 
citizens to shelter in place. Airports in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Doha, 
which are important hubs for travel between Europe, Africa and 
the West to Asia, remained closed after they were all directly hit 
by Iranian strikes. The fl ight turmoil stretched even farther, with 
Jordan announcing a partial closure of its airspace. More than 58,000 
Indonesians were stranded in Saudi Arabia, where they were visiting 
Islam’s holy sites of Mecca and Medina on an Umrah pilgrimage during 
Ramadan. About 30,000 German tourists are currently stranded on 
cruise ships, in hotels or at closed airports in the Middle East and 
cannot get back home because of the confl ict. The Czech Republic 
is sending two planes to Egypt and Jordan to bring home Czech 
nationals, Prime Minister Andrej Babis said. One will pick up 79 Czechs 
in the Egyptian resort town of Sharm El Sheikh who want to return 
from Israel. They are travelling from Israel to Egypt by bus.

AGENCIES

Melbourne, March 2: On 
Tuesday March 3, the Moon 
will pass directly through 
Earth’s shadow, creating a 
total lunar eclipse. Best of all, 
Australia and Aotearoa New 
Zealand are in a prime position 
to watch the show.

This time, the eclipse even 
occurs at a reasonable hour no 
need to set an alarm and crawl 
out of bed at a ridiculous time.

A dark shadow will begin to 
sweep across the bright and 
round full Moon Tuesday eve-
ning. Once the Moon becomes 
fully immersed in shadow, it 
will take on a reddish glow.

Astronomers call this “total-
ity”. But with the ominous ap-
pearance of a red Moon hanging 
large in the sky, it’s no wonder 

that throughout history and 
across cultures it was seen 
as a portent of evil. In today’s 
world, the name “blood moon” 
has readily captured public 
imagination.

Watching a lunar eclipse is a 
reminder that we are part of a 
fascinating universe. No special 
equipment is needed and it’s usu-
ally not hard to fi nd the Moon 
in the sky. Tomorrow’s eclipse 
will be our last chance to see a 
blood moon until 2029, when it 
will ring in the New Year in the 
early hours of January 1.
WHEN CAN I SEE THE 
LUNAR ECLIPSE?

Lunar eclipses are leisurely 
events that take a few hours to 
unfold. In this case, it’ll take 75 
minutes for the Moon to enter 
Earth’s shadow what’s known 
as the partial eclipse phase. 

This will be followed by an hour 
of totality when the Moon turns 
red, and then another 75 min-
utes as the Moon emerges out of 
the shadow and returns to full 
brightness.

Since Earth’s shadow is so 
large compared to the Moon, 
everyone on our planet’s night 
side experiences a lunar eclipse 
at exactly the same time. To 

know when to see the totality, 
we only need to make adjust-
ments for different time zones.

Across most of Western Aus-
tralia the eclipse begins with 
the Moon below the horizon. As 
the Moon rises it will be part-
ly in shadow, making it hard 
to spot, especially against the 
bright twilight sky (noting that 
the Moon is rising as the Sun 

is setting). However, just give 
it some time and the eclipsed 
Moon will become easier to see 
as it climbs higher in the east 
and twilight gives way to night.

The eclipse will start later 
in the evening across the rest 
of Australia, with the Moon in 
the eastern sky. In New Zealand 
the eclipse will begin much lat-
er at 10:50pm local time. That 
will provide the best views, as 
the sky will be well and truly 
dark, and the Moon will be high 
in the north.

Against the bright Moon, 
Earth’s shadow appears black 
at fi rst. It’s only when the Moon 
is fully immersed in shadow 
that the reddish “blood moon” 
glow becomes apparent. How 
red the Moon appears depends 
entirely on the condition of 
Earth’s atmosphere at the time.

Last total lunar eclipse until 2029 is coming today

REUTERS

London/Singapore, March 2: 

Insurance companies are can-
celling war risk coverage for 
vessels in the Gulf as the wid-
ening Iran confl ict disrupted 
shipping, leaving at least four 
tankers damaged, two seafarers 
killed and 150 ships stranded 
around the Strait of Hormuz.

Shipping through the strait be-
tween Iran and Oman, which car-
ries around one-fi fth of oil con-
sumed globally as well as large 
quantities of gas, has ground to a 
near halt after vessels in the area 

were hit as Iran retaliated to US 
and Israeli strikes.

The disruption and fears of 
prolonged closure have caused 
oil and European natural gas 
prices to jump, with Brent crude 
futures up more than 8% as the 
confl ict triggered multiple oil 

and gas shutdowns in the Mid-
dle East. At least 150 vessels in-
cluding oil and liquefi ed natural 
gas tankers had dropped anchor 
in the Strait of Hormuz and sur-
rounding waters, shipping data 
showed Sunday.

Iran has said it closed nav-
igation through the critical 
waterway, prompting Asian 

governments and refi ners - key 
buyers - to assess oil stockpiles.

In the latest incident, the US-
fl agged products tanker Stena 
Imperative was damaged by 
“aerial impacts” while berthed 
in the Middle East Gulf, the ves-
sel’s owner Stena Bulk and its 
US manager Crowley said in 
a statement, and a shipyard 
worker was killed as a conse-
quence of the impact.

As a result of the incidents, 
marine insurers are cancelling 
war risk coverage for vessels 
and oil shipping rates are set 
to surge further.

Shipping disruption in Gulf 
sparks oil and gas price jump

Mideast-China oil shipping rate 
at over six-year high

Oil and gas market fears 
prolonged disruption

Iran confl ict disrupts global shipping

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, March 2: China Mon-
day denied reports of fi nalising 
a deal with Iran to sell CM-302 
supersonic anti-ship missiles 
before the joint US-Israeli air-
strikes on the country.

If delivered, the missiles 
would be among the most ad-
vanced military hardware to be 
transferred to Iran by China in 
recent years, according to me-
dia reports.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Mao Ning said 
that the report of the deal is part 
of a disinformation campaign.

“The report is not true. As a 
responsible major country, Chi-
na always abides by its interna-
tional obligations. China oppos-
es ill-intentioned association 
and the spread of disinforma-
tion, and hopes relevant sides 
will choose the course of action 
conducive to de-escalating the 
tense situation,” she said.

The report is signifi cant as 
the US has assembled a fl otilla 
of naval groups, including air-
craft carriers, close to Iranian 
waters to carry out the current 
military campaign against Iran.

Chinese offi cial media Mon-
day reported that the US planes 
crashed after being hit by Ira-
nian missiles. The origin of the 
missiles is not known. Iran is one 
of the biggest oil suppliers to Chi-
na and shares close defence and 
strategic ties with Beijing.

China denies deal 
to sell supersonic 
missiles to Iran
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business
RBI: 98.44% OF WITHDRAWN 
RS 2,000 BANKNOTES RETURNED

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Monday said 98.44 
per cent of the `2,000 banknotes in circulation have 
been returned. The central bank announced the 
withdrawal of `2,000 denomination 
banknotes from circulation May 19, 2023

The export to Middle East 
is on hold now. As the confl ict 
continues, the risk also 
increases and shipping 
companies may impose 
insurance surcharges, making 
imports costlier
RAJIB CHAKRABORTY | SOLUBLE FERTILIZER 
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION(SFIA) PRESIDENT 

Apr-Dec 2025: Forex 
kitty rises $19.4bn
Mumbai: The country's 
foreign exchange reserves 
in nominal terms, including 
valuation effects, rose 
$19.4 billion during April-
December 2025, against a 
depletion of $10.7 billion 
in April-December 2024, 
according to the RBI data. On 
a balance of payments basis, 
excluding valuation effects, 
foreign exchange reserves 
decreased $30.8 billion 
during April-December 2025, 
as compared to depletion 
of $13.8 billion during 
April-December 2024. The 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
Monday released Sources 
of Variation in Foreign 
Exchange Reserves in India 
during April-December 
2025. The valuation gain, 
primarily refl ecting higher 
price of gold, depreciation 
of US dollar against major 
currencies and lower bond 
yields, increased to $50.2 
billion during April-December 
2025 from $3.1 billion during 
April-December 2024. The 
current account balance 
recorded a defi cit of $30.2 
billion during April-December 
2025, as against a defi cit of 
$36.7 billion during April-
December 2024. During 
April-December 2025, there 
was a capital account defi cit 
of $0.6 billion, compared to 
a surplus of $22.9 billion in a 
similar period last year, the 
data showed.

SHORT TAKE

Now we are 
going with 
RBI. We are 

working together 
to credit bond 
indexes and the 
derivatives around 
it. This will also deepen 
the market. So the bond market 
has a big future

TUHIN KANTA PANDEY | CHAIRMAN OF SEBI

While 
elevated gold 
prices over 

the past year have 
further strength-
ened collateral 
buffers, structural 
safeguards such as prudent loan-
to-value norms and timely auctions 
should support recoveries in case 
of correction in gold prices 

PRASHANT MANE | 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR AT CRISIL RATINGS

uoteu

Imposition of 
demurrage 
in such cases 

would place an 
undue fi nan-
cial burden on 
exporters who are 
already facing shipment delays, 
contractual uncertainties, and 
market-related challenges

A SAKTHIVEL | APPAREL EXPORT PROMOTION 
COUNCIL (AEPC) CHAIRMAN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 2: Asian 
countries are the most at risk 
from oil and gas supply disrup-
tions in the Strait of Hormuz, 
with Japan facing the highest 
risk, followed by South Korea 
and India, according to inter-
national research group Zero 
Carbon Analytics.

The Strait of Hormuz lies 
between Iran and Oman on the 
Arabian Peninsula and con-
nects the Persian Gulf with 

the Arabian Sea. The shipping 
lanes in the strait are only two 
miles wide in each direction, 
but around 20 per cent of the 
world's oil and liquifi ed natural 
gas (LNG) fl ows through them. 

The narrow chokepoint is 
the main route for oil export-
ed from major Middle-East 
producers, including Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq and Iran, and 
the only route for LNG from 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to enter glob-
al markets.

"Around 20 per cent of the 

world's oil and LNG passes 
through the two-mile-wide ship-
ping lanes in the Strait of Hor-
muz, making it a major choke-
point in global energy supply. 
Iran may disrupt or block the 
shipping route. Four Asian 
countries -- China, India, Japan 
and South Korea -- account for 
75 per cent of oil and 59 per cent 
of LNG fl ows through the strait. 
China and India are the largest 
single destinations for oil and 
LNG travelling through the 
strait," the research group said.

"Of the top countries that im-

port oil and gas via the Strait 
of Hormuz, Japan faces the 
most direct risk of disruption, 
due to its high share of oil and 
gas trade through the shipping 
route and its reliance on im-
ported oil and gas. South Ko-
rea ranks second most at risk, 
India third and China fourth," 
it added.

While China and India are 
the largest single destinations 
for the oil and LNG travelling 
through the strait, Japan and 
South Korea are far more vul-
nerable to supply shocks.

MIDDLE EAST MAELSTROM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 2: Equity 
investors became poorer by Rs 
6.59 lakh crore Monday as mar-
kets faced a massive drubbing 
amid rising tensions in West 
Asia that weighed heavily on 
sentiments.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
tanked 2,743.46 points or 3.37 per 
cent to 78,543.73 in early trade. 
It later ended at 80,238.85, down 
1,048.34 points or 1.29 per cent.

The market capitalisation 
of BSE-listed companies erod-
ed by Rs 6,59,978.08 crore to Rs 
4,56,90,693.19 crore ($5 trillion).

The 50-share NSE Nifty tum-
bled 575.15 points or 2.28 per 
cent to 24,603.50 in intra-day 
trade. The benchmark later 
settled 312.95 points or 1.24 per 
cent down at 24,865.70.

"Indian equities witnessed a 
sharp decline as escalating ten-
sions in West Asia triggered a 
pronounced risk-off response. 
Markets reacted to US and Is-
raeli strikes on Iran and sub-
sequent regional retaliation, 
prompting a fl ight to safe-hav-
en assets," Siddhartha Khem-
ka - Head of Research, Wealth 
Management, Motilal Oswal 
Financial Services Ltd, said.

"Investor sentiment deterio-
rated sharply after escalating 
tensions in the Middle East 

triggered a surge in crude oil 
prices and heightened global 
uncertainty. The spike in oil 
raised concerns about infl ation, 
currency pressure and India's 
import bill, which weighed on 
equities. Volatility also in-

creased as participants reduced 
exposure amid fears of further 
geopolitical escalation," Ajit 
Mishra - SVP, Research, Relig-
are Broking Ltd, said.

Iran's Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei was killed 

in a coordinated US-Israeli 
airstrike on Tehran early Sat-
urday, with the Iranian state 
media confi rming the death on 
Sunday.

From the Sensex pack, In-
terGlobe Aviation, Larsen & 
Toubro, Adani Ports, Maruti, 
Asian Paints, and Reliance In-
dustries were among the biggest 
laggards.

Bharat Electronics, Sun 
Pharma and ITC were the only 
gainers.

The BSE smallcap select in-
dex tanked 1.81 per cent, and 
the midcap select index dropped 
1.67 per cent.

Among sectoral indices, ser-
vices tumbled 3.81 per cent, con-
sumer durables (2.30 per cent), 
auto (2.23 per cent), consumer 
discretionary (2.16 per cent), oil 
& gas (2.15 per cent), industrials 
(2.14 per cent) and energy (2.06 
per cent).

A total of 3,561 stocks de-
clined, while 821 advanced 
and 146 remained unchanged 
on the BSE.

`6.59L-cr wiped out
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 2: Precious 
metal prices skyrocketed up 
to 12 per cent in the national 
capital on Monday, with silver 
surging to Rs 3 lakh per kilo-
gram, while gold nearing Rs 
1.73 lakh per 10 grams as in-
vestors fl ocked to safe-haven 
assets following an escalation 
of hostilities in the Middle East.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the white 
metal surged by Rs 32,000, or 
11.94 per cent, to Rs 3,00,000 
per kg (inclusive of all taxes) 
from Friday's closing level of 
Rs 2,68,000 per kg.

In the bullion market, price 
of gold of 99.9 per cent purity 
climbed Rs 8,100, or 4.92 per 
cent, to Rs 1,72,800 per 10 grams 
(inclusive of all taxes). It had 
settled at Rs 1,64,700 per 10 
grams in the previous market 
session.

"Gold and silver prices wit-
nessed a sharp surge on Mon-
day, as rising geopolitical 
tensions in the Middle East 
triggered aggressive safe-hav-
en buying.

"The escalation followed co-
ordinated military strikes by 
the United States and Israel 
on Iran over the weekend, re-
sulting in the death of Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, rattling global fi nancial 
markets and prompting a swift 
shift towards bullion," Gaurav 
Garg, Research Analyst at Lem-
onn Markets Desk, said.

In the international market, 
spot gold gained $116.38, or 2.21 

per cent to $5,394.28 per ounce, 
while silver was trading 1.43 
per cent higher at $95.19 per 
ounce.

"Spot gold rallied more than 
2 per cent on Monday, climbing 
around the $5,400 per ounce 
mark to reach its highest level 
in two months, as a sharp esca-
lation in Middle East tensions 
fuelled strong safe-haven de-
mand," Saumil Gandhi, Senior 
Analyst - Commodities at HDFC 
Securities, said.

Meanwhile, Iran launched 
retaliatory strikes targeting 
US military and strategic assets 
across several neighbouring 
countries, including the UAE, 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan, Iraq, and Syria.

Gandhi said the widening 
geographic scope of the confl ict 
has raised concerns about po-
tential disruptions to regional 
stability, energy infrastructure, 
and key global trade routes.

"The escalation has triggered 
a broad risk-off move across 
global fi nancial markets, with 
equities facing pressure and in-
vestors rotating capital towards 
traditional defensive assets 
such as gold," he added.

Silver zooms to `3L/kg, 
gold nears `1.73L/10g

Shares nosedive as 
Middle East war dents 

investor confi dence

Rising crude oil prices 
and a weakening INR 
refl ect concerns over 

potential disruptions to oil 
supply, which could increase 
infl ationary pressures in 
India and impact fi scals and 
strain margins for energy 
and chemical-dependent 
sectors
VINOD NAIR | HEAD OF RESEARCH, GEOJIT 
INVESTMENTS 

US: S&P 500 and Dow Jones Industrial Average futures fell about 1%

Germany: DAX index dropped 1.9% to 24,817.42 

France: CAC 40 fell 1.7% to 8,435.80

United Kingdom: FTSE 100 slipped 1% to 10,808.53

China: Shanghai Composite rose 0.5% to 4,182.59

Hong Kong: Hang Seng Index declined 2.1% to 26,059.85

Japan: Nikkei 225 initially fell over 2%, closing 1.4% lower at 58,057.24

Pakistan: Pak registers largest-ever single-day fall, crashes by 16,089.17 pts

Ministry reviews fuel supplies
As military conflict in the Middle East escalates, India's Oil Ministry Mon-

day said it is continuously monitoring the evolving situation and will take 
all necessary steps to ensure availability and affordability of key petroleum 
products in the country. Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri reviewed the sup-
ply situation for crude oil, LPG, and other petroleum products with senior 
officials from the ministry and public sector companies. "We are continu-
ously monitoring the evolving situation and all steps will be taken in order 
to ensure availability and affordability of major petroleum products in the 
country," the ministry said in a post on X.

Exporters seek support measures
With tensions escalating in the West Asian region amid the ongoing confl ict, 

the government Monday held inter-ministerial deliberations with export-
ers and logistics players to assess the impact on India's trade, with industry 
representatives seeking higher RoDTEP rates and urging the ECGC not to raise 
insurance premiums. Exporters urged the government to restore high rates un-
der the Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) scheme 
as it was halved recently. They asked the commerce ministry to direct Export 
Credit Guarantee Corporation of India (ECGC) not to raise insurance premiums 
and include more goods under the insurance cover. The ministry said ensuring 
continuity of EXIM logistics and mitigating any disruptions to India's trade 
fl ows is a priority of the government.

IT majors halt travel to Middle East
Indian IT majors, including Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) and Wipro, have 

suspended travel to the Middle East and issued urgent safety advisories for 
their staff amid expanding confl ict in West Asia. Industry body Nasscom has also 
stepped in, urging member companies to enable work-from-home (WFH) proto-
cols for employees stationed in the affected areas. The move comes as airspace 
across several Gulf countries remains closed following a sharp escalation in 
geopolitical developments. In a statement, TCS, India's largest software services 
exporter, said it has suspended all incoming and outgoing travel to and from the 
Middle East region, including transit.

HORMUZ BLOCKADE TO HIT ASIA HARD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 2: India's 
industrial production growth 
decelerated to a three-month 
low of 4.8 per cent in January, 
pulled down by subdued perfor-
mance in the manufacturing 
and mining sectors, according 
to offi cial data released Mon-
day.

The factory output, mea-
sured in terms of the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP), 
expanded by 5.2 per cent in 
January 2025.

The previous low was wit-
nessed in October 2025 at 0.5 
per cent. The IIP growth was 
7.2 per cent in November 2025, 
an offi cial statement said.

The National Statistics Of-
fi ce (NSO) revised the indus-
trial production growth for 
December 2025 to 8 per cent 
from the provisional estimate 
of 7.8 per cent released in Jan-
uary 2026.

The NSO data further 
showed that the manufacturing 
sector's output growth deceler-
ated to 4.8 per cent in January 
2025, compared to 5.8 per cent 
in the year-ago month.

Mining production growth 
also slowed marginally to 4.3 
per cent compared to a growth 
of 4.4 per cent recorded a year 
ago.

Power generation grew by 
5.1 per cent in January 2025, 

compared to 2.4 per cent ex-
pansion in the year-ago period.

During the April-January 
period of FY26, the country's 
industrial production growth 
also slowed slightly to 4 per 
cent, compared to 4.2 per cent 

in the same period a year ago.
The corresponding growth 

rates of IIP as per use-based 
classifi cation in January 2026 
over January 2025 are 3.1 per 
cent in primary goods, 4.3 per 
cent in capital goods, 6.0 per 
cent in intermediate goods, 13.7 
per cent in infrastructure/ con-
struction goods, 6.3 per cent in 
consumer durables and (-) 2.7 
per cent in consumer non-du-
rables.

Based on use-based classifi -
cation, top three positive con-
tributors to the growth of IIP 
for the month of January 2026 
are infrastructure/ construc-
tion goods, intermediate goods 
and primary goods.

Within the manufacturing 
sector, 14 out of 23 industry 
groups have recorded a pos-
itive growth in January 2026 
over January 2025.

The top three positive con-
tributors for January 2026 are: 
manufacture of basic metals 
(13.2 per cent), manufacture 
of motor vehicles, trailers 
and semi-trailers (10.9 per 
cent) and manufacture of other 
non-metallic mineral products 
(9.9 per cent).

BoI, NALCO sign 
employee salary pact 

Bhubaneswar: Bank of India (BoI) 
has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with National 
Aluminium Company Limited 
(NALCO) for opening of the salary 
accounts of their employees. The 
ceremony was graced by AK Behuria 
(Director Finance), PK Tripathy 
(CGM), SK Sahoo (CGM), Alok 
Tripathy (DGM), A Padhi (DGM), 
Gagan Pradhan (DGM) from NALCO. 
On this occasion, Vikash Krishna 
(GM, FGMO Bhubaneswar), BK Malik 
(ZM, Bhubaneswar), AK Jena (AGM-
Resource FGMO Bhubaneswar), SK 
Das (DZM Bhubaneswar), Resource 
and Marketing team from ZO, 
Bhubaneswar were present from 
Bank of India. A presentation of the 
bank salary account scheme was 
made to the employees present on 
the occasion.  The special customized 
government salary account scheme 
will provide free accidental death 
insurance and free term insurance 
benefi ts to the NALCO employees. 
Apart from this salary account 
package will provide a bundle of 
benefi ts to the NALCO employees.

Subdued mfg pulls down IIP growth

  BRENT CRUDE, THE GLOBAL 
OIL BENCHMARK, JUMPED 
7.29 PER CENT TO $77.85 PER 
BARREL

  INDIA IMPORTS ROUGHLY 
HALF OF ITS OIL NEEDS 
THROUGH THE NARROW 
STRAIT

  WOOD MACKENZIE SAID 
OIL PRICES COULD EXCEED 
$100 PER BARREL IF TANKER 
TRAFFIC THROUGH THE 
STRAIT OF HORMUZ IS NOT 
SWIFTLY RESTORED

Roughly a third of 
global seaborne crude oil 
exports pass through the 
Strait of Hormuz, with 
most volumes destined 

for large Asian economies 
such as China, India, 

Japan and South Korea. 
Around 20% of global 
liquefi ed natural gas 

shipments also transit 
the strait

TOUGH TIMES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, March 2: India's 
current account defi cit (CAD) 
rose to $13.2 billion, or 1.3 per 
cent of GDP, in the December 
quarter from $11.3 billion in the 
year-ago period, mainly due to 
a higher trade defi cit caused by 
a decline in exports to the US, 
according to RBI data released 
Monday.

However, the current ac-
count defi cit moderated to $30.1 
billion (1 per cent of GDP) in 
April-December 2025, from $36.6 
billion (1.3 per cent of GDP) in 
the same period a year ago.

"India's current account defi -
cit increased to $13.2 billion (1.3 
per cent of GDP) in Q3:2025-26 
from $11.3 billion (1.1 per cent 
of GDP) in Q3:2024-25," the RBI's 
data on Developments in India's 
Balance of Payments said.

Merchandise trade defi cit at 
$93.6 billion in the quarter was 
higher than $79.3 billion in the 
same period a year ago.

Net services receipts in-
creased to $57.5 billion during 
the period from $51.2 billion a 

year ago, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) said.

Services exports have risen 
on an annual basis in major 
categories such as computer 
services and other business 
services.

It further said that net outgo 
on the primary income account, 
mainly refl ecting payments of 
investment income, decreased 
to $12.2 billion from $16.4 bil-
lion in the third quarter of the 
previous fi nancial year.

Q3: Higher trade defi cit
pushes CAD to $13.2bn

GLOBAL MARKETS RATTLED 



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Valencia, Mar 2: Racing 
prodigy Atiqa Mir has created 
history by becoming the first 
Indian to secure a podium fin-
ish in the highly-competitive 
European leg of the COTFA 
karting series.

The 11-year-old fi nished third 
in the fi nal of the opening round 
in the Champions of the Future 

Academy (COTFA) series. The 
result over the weekend was al-
so Atiqa's biggest success since 
moving from the mini to the 
OKNJ (junior) category.

Atiqa is the fi rst Indian to be 
supported by the F1 Academy, a 
testament to her special talent. 
Throughout the weekend, Atiqa 
was in top form and also record-
ed the fastest lap in the fi nal.

She was on course to get 
pole position but encountered 
a slow driver in the last cor-
ner on her fl ying lap, pushing 
her down to ninth on the grid. 
Determined to get back to the 
front, Atiqa stormed to P3 in 
Race 1 and P2 in Race 2, setting 
her up for a third place start in 

the Final Race.
The 15-lap race in the fi nal 

was a true test of strength and 
stamina on the super fast Lu-
cas Guerrero Circuit. Atiqa 
held second place at the start 
and had a long battle with the 
leading pack.

On the fi nal lap, Atiqa made 
an audacious move on the sec-
ond-placed driver around the 
outside of the infamous chicane 
at the last corner. She held off 
the challenge to secure a second 
place on track, a record fi nish 
for an Indian in the Europe leg 
of the series.

A post-race penalty dropped 
her to the third spot on the po-
dium.

On day two of the weekend, 
Atiqa was again held back by 
a slow driver on her flying 
lap during qualifying. Her 
theoretical time was good 
enough for pole position but 
she had to settle for seventh 
on the grid.

In Race 1, Atiqa was pushed 
off the circuit before recov-
ering to fi nish 9th. In Race 2, 
she zoomed to a special victo-
ry, only to be denied by a post 
race penalty for contact with 

another driver.
Despite her fair share of bad 

luck, Atiqa was able to produce 
head-turning performances 
through the weekend.

"That was a great race. Real-
ly tough pace at the front and 
I could manage to fi ght till the 
last corner. I took a risk in the 
last corner going for the move 
as I didn't want to settle for a 
third place fi nish.

"Like the great Ayrton Senna 
said if you no longer go for a 
gap that exists you are no lon-
ger a racing driver. It was risky 
but it paid off. I'm happy to have 
the India fl ag at the podium and 
a proud moment for me and the 
country," said Atiqa.
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TRADING TOYS 
FOR TROPHIES

The 11-year-old becomes 
the fi rst Indian to secure a 

podium fi nish in the 
European leg of the 

COTFA karting series

I'm happy to have the 
India fl ag at the podium 
and a proud moment for 

me and the country
ATIQA MIR

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, March 2: A fa-
miliar rivalry will once again 
take centre stage as India and 
England lock horns in the sec-
ond semi-fi nal of the ICC Men's 
T20 World Cup 2026 at the icon-
ic Wankhede Stadium. This is 
the third consecutive edition 
in which the two heavyweights 
will meet in the last four, having 
faced each other in the semi-fi -
nal of the tournament’s previous 
two editions in 2022 and 2024.

The upcoming clash in Mum-
bai continues a compelling 
semi-fi nal sequence. In 2022, 
England halted India’s cam-
paign at the penultimate stage 
before going on to beat Pakistan 
to lift the trophy. Two years 
later, the script fl ipped. Led by 
Rohit Sharma, India defeated 
England in the 2024 semi-fi nal 
and carried that momentum 
into the fi nal, where they over-
came South Africa in Barbados 
to claim the title.

Notably, in both recent edi-
tions, the winner of the In-
dia-England semi-fi nal has gone 
on to become world champion, 
a statistical trend that adds 
further weight to Thursday’s 
contest.

England have played six 
T20Is at the Wankhede Sta-
dium so far, winning three 
and losing as many. India, 
meanwhile, have played sev-
en T20Is at the iconic venue, 
having won five of them. How-
ever, the Men in Blue haven’t 

lost a T20I at the venue since 

December 2017. 
Their two losses in Mumbai 

came against the West Indies 
in 2016 and vs England in 2012. 
India and England have met 
twice in the shortest format at 
the Wankhede, with each side 
winning one game. 

India and England have 
met five times in the T20 
World Cup. The head-to-head 
ledger marginally favours 
India, who have won three of 
those encounters, while En-
gland have claimed two vic-
tories. The numbers reflect a 
closely fought rivalry, with 
little separating the sides on 
the global stage.

The rivalry’s most iconic 

chapter dates back to the 
inaugural edition in 2007. It 
was during that group-stage 
meeting that Yuvraj Singh 
etched his name into crick-
eting folklore. Following 
an on-field exchange with 
Andrew Flintoff, Yuvraj 
launched Stuart Broad for 
six sixes in a single over, 
the first such feat in T20 
internationals. That over 
remains one of the defin-
ing moments in the tourna-
ment’s history and set the 
tone for a rivalry built on 
drama and high stakes.

When it comes specifi cally 
to the T20 World Cup semifi -
nals, the record stands evenly 
poised. Each side has won once 
in their two previous last-four 
meetings. Crucially, both victo-
ries led to eventual tournament 
triumphs.

T20 WC SEMIS
Played              : 2

India won              : 1

England won             : 1

T20 WORLD CUP SEMIFINALS

Old rivals battle again
This is the third consecutive edition in which the two heavyweights India, England will meet in the last four

In the last two 
editions, the winner 
of the India-England 
semi-fi nal has 
gone on to become 
world champion, a 
statistical trend that 
adds further weight 
to Thursday’s 
contest

T20 WC
Played             : 5

India won             : 3

England won            : 2

SA, NZ LOCK HORNS IN SEMIS FOR FIRST TIME
South Africa and New Zealand head into the semi-fi nals of the ICC Men's 

T20 World Cup 2026 following impressive yet contrasting campaigns and 
gear up to face each other Wednesday at Eden Gardens in Kolkata. South 
Africa are heading into the semifi nals on the back of a fl awless campaign, 
having remained unbeaten through the group stage and Super Eights. The 
Proteas topped their Super Eight group with commanding performances that 
underlined both their batting depth and bowling discipline. Having fi nished 
as runners-up in the previous edition, the Proteas appear determined to go 
one step further this time. New Zealand, meanwhile, began strongly with 
convincing wins over the United Arab Emirates, Afghanistan and Canada. A 
key Super Eight triumph over Sri Lanka strengthened their semi-fi nal push, 
although a narrow defeat to England in their fi nal Super Eights match meant 
qualifi cation depended on net run rate. Despite that setback, the BlackCaps 
advanced and now bring a well-balanced unit into a high-stakes clash for a 
place in the fi nal. This will be the fi rst time South Africa and New Zealand 
meet in a T20 World Cup semi-fi nal. They have competed four times in the 
group stage of the tournament, but never in the knockout rounds, making 
this upcoming match a historic fi rst. The two heavyweights fi rst met in a T20 World Cup match in 2007, with the 
Proteas emerging victorious. They faced each other three more times in subsequent tournaments, in 2009, 2014 
and the current edition, with South Africa winning on all occasions.

SA vs NZ in T20 World Cups
Played  : 4
South Africa won : 4
New Zealand won : 0

INDIA VS ENGLAND 
HEAD-TO-HEAD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Birmingham, March 2: Two-
time Olympic medallist PV Sind-
hu is set to miss the All England 
Championships starting here 
Tuesday after being stranded in 
Dubai amid the US bombing of 
Iran and the resultant air space 
closure in the Gulf region.

Travel disruptions have 
marred the build-up to the Su-
per 1000 event, with Sindhu 
stuck in Dubai since Saturday 
after fl ights were suspended 
amid following US and Israeli 
strikes on Iran and the subse-
quent retaliation by Tehran.

Sindhu and her team, includ-
ing Indonesian coach Irwan-
syah Adi Pratama, had a nar-
row escape after an explosion 
near their place of stay. They 
were subsequently moved to 
a secure location as tensions 
fl ared across the Gulf.

The Indian ace was scheduled 
to face Thailand's Supanida Ka-
tethong in the opening round 
but with Dubai airspace and 
airport continuing to be closed, 
she will be forced to pull out of 
the tournament. BWF is also 
keeping a close watch, main-
taining "real-time oversight of 
the situation and stand ready to 
assist delegations experiencing 
delays or route changes."

"This includes reviewing and 
preparing potential contingen-
cies within the competition 
schedule should any players 
experience delayed arrival," it 
said. While Sindhu's participa-
tion remains uncertain, some of 
her fellow shuttlers have man-
aged to reach Birmingham via 
alternate routes of Singapore 
and Africa. However, it re-
mains to be seen how the long 

and taxing travel will impact 
their preparations.

India's top men's singles con-
tender Lakshya Sen and rising 
youngster Ayush Shetty, have 
reached without any travel issues. 
While Lakshya has drawn world 
No. 1 Shi Yu Qi of China, Ayush is 
up against Indonesia's Alwi Far-
han in the opening round.

MIDDLE EAST TURMOIL

Stranded Sindhu set to 
miss All England C’ships

Whizz-kid Atiqa conquers European tracks

More affected fi xtures
The "Finalissima" match 
between Spain and Argentina in 
Doha is in doubt after the Qatar 
Football Association suspended 
soccer tournaments .

The Bahrain FA postponed 
all its matches until further 
notice, while the Asian 
Football Confederation Sunday 
announced it was delaying 
Champions League Elite fi xtures 
in the region.

The Asian Champions League 
Two, which is at the quarter-
fi nal stage, has also been 
affected, along with games in 
the Challenge League - Asia's 
third-tier continental club 
competition.

Beyond soccer, Euroleague 
Basketball announced the 
cancellation of the NextGen 
EuroLeague qualifying 
tournament in Abu Dhabi, citing 
safety and security concerns for 
participants.

The International Basketball 
Federation (FIBA) also called 
off four games in the region 
Monday ahead of the second 
window of the 2027 World Cup 
Asian Qualifi ers.

The postponed games include 
Iraq v Jordan, Iran v Syria and 
Lebanon v India in Beirut, and 
Qatar v Saudi Arabia in Doha.

PCB mulls penalties 
for T20WC debacle
Karachi: Livid with the Pakistan team's 
early elimination from the T20 World 
Cup, the country's cricket board has 
decided to impose fi nancial penalties 
on the players for their below-par show, 
with some sources saying that the 
amount could be as high as PKR 5 million 
(approximately $18000) per member. The 
action follows a string of poor results 
in major tournaments. A reliable source 
said that appropriate action is being 
considered by the Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) in the wake of the team's exit 
from the Super Eight stage of the event 
co-hosted by India and Sri Lanka. "No 
fi nal decision has been taken on this as 
yet. But yes it is under consideration 
to fi nancially penalise the players," 
he confi rmed to PTI without revealing 
the details. He said it is being debated 
whether it would be the right step to 
hit the players fi nancially. However, 
other sources in the PCB claimed that 
the board will impose a fi ne of PKR 5 
million each on the players who returned 
home on Sunday night following their 
dismal outing.  Pakistan failed to qualify 
for the semifi nals and lost to big teams 
like arch-foes India and England while 
their Super Eight game against New 
Zealand was washed out. They beat Sri 
Lanka in their fi nal Super Eight game but 
couldn't qualify for the semi-fi nals. The 
performance of the players, according 
to the source, has not only upset the 
PCB but also infl uential fi gures in the 
government. "The feeling is enough is 
enough and these players despite so 
much backing let down the nation in big 
events," the source added. The Pakistan 
players also returned home quietly 
in small groups from Sri Lanka with 
captain, Salman Ali Agha and star batter 
Babar Azam along with some other 
players landing in Lahore last night. 
Players, who have central contracts, get 
monthly retainers plus match fees and 
win bonuses and shares in the Board's 
team sponsorship deals.

Gukesh’s blunder hands 
Abdusattorov victory
Prague (Czech Republic): The 
fortunes of World Champion D 
Gukesh did not change for the 
fifth day running as the Indian 
blundered from a position of 
strength to lose to nemesis 
Nodirbek Abdusattorov at Prague 
International Chess Festival here. 
Just a month back Gukesh had 
lost to Abdusattorov through a 
blunder from a decent position 
during the Tata Steel Masters 
but the fifth round here was 
even more heartbreaking as 
the Indian did everything right 
for the major part of the middle 
game and seemed like cruising 
through to an easy victory. 
Employing a new strategy as 
black, Gukesh tormented the 
white's king early in the opening 
and created enough weaknesses 
for the computer to volunteer 
that he was closing in on his first 
victory in Masters section of the 
tournament. However, the ticking 
of the clock had its final say as 
the Indian faltered in the closing 
stages of the first time-control. 
Abdusattorov almost returned 
the favour but this was simply 
not Gukesh's day as another 
blunder saw white advancing his 
pawn to glory. Gukesh, Aravindh 
and Niemann occupy the last 
three spots on just 1.5 points. 
In the challengers' section 
World Women's cup winner 
Divya Deshmukh scored her 
first victory in the tournament 
at the expense of fellow Indian 
Surya Shekhar Ganguly. To 
move to a fifty percent score. 
Finek Vanclav of Czech Republic 
continues to lead the tables here 
with four points.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Mar 2: The All 
India Football Federation 
(AIFF) Monday invited bids 
for the commercial rights of 
both men's and women's club 
competitions for a period of 15 
years minimum starting with 
the 2026-2027 season.

The AIFF has offered two 
packages for bidding pertain-
ing to men's and women's club 
competitions.

Package A consists of Indian 
Super League (or seniormost 
men's league) and Federation 
Cup (or seniormost cup com-
petition). Package B comprises 
Indian Women's League (IWL) 

and IWL 2, and at the bidder's 
option, Women's Federation 
Cup -- which is likely to be in-
troduced later on.

The bids for the commercial 
rights of the recently rechris-
tened Indian Football League 
(earlier I-League) were not in-
cluded in the latest Request for 
Proposal (RFP).

"We want the commercial 
rights for a minimum duration 
of 15 years. If the bidder agrees 
it can be done for 20 years also, 
it is an option," a top AIFF offi -
cial told PTI.

However, unlike in the past, 
the RFP will not be made pub-

licly available. Instead, inter-
ested parties will have to pur-
chase the document for Rs 2.5 
lakh from the AIFF.

A pre-bid conference has 
been scheduled for March 11, 
while the last date of bid sub-
mission is March 19. The bids 
will be opened March 20.

The latest tender process 
came against the backdrop of 
prolonged uncertainty sur-
rounding the start of the on-
going ISL season which began 
February 14 in a truncated 
format.

The start of 2025-2026 ISL was 
delayed by around fi ve months 

after crisis hit the country's 
football after the national fed-
eration and its previous com-
mercial partner FSDL failed to 
renew the Master Rights Agree-
ment (MRA) beyond December 
8 last year.

A tender was fl oated by the 
AIFF for the selection of a new 
commercial partner under 
the supervision of a Supreme 
Court-appointed committee, but 
it found no takers.

But, after the intervention of 
the sports minister and follow-
ing some tough negotiations, 
all the 14 clubs confi rmed par-
ticipation in the truncated ISL 
with 91 matches set to be played 
on home and away basis.

On January 18, the AIFF issued 
the Request for Proposal (RFP) 
document for broadcast rights 
relating to the truncated ISL.

The AIFF, February 2, award-
ed the exclusive global broad-
cast rights of the truncated ISL 
2025-26 to FanCode for Rs 8.62 
crore.

Kaleidoscope Production and 
Services (KPS Studios) was 
awarded the production rights 
of the league -- global as well as 
domestic.

AIFF invites bids for commercial rights
The All India Football 
Federation has offered 
two packages for 
bidding pertaining to 
men's and women's 
club competitions, 
including ISL, for 15 
years minimum
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London, March 2: William 
Saliba and Jurrien Timber 
both scored from corner kicks 
as Arsenal beat Chelsea 2-1 at 
the Emirates Stadium to retain 
its fi ve-point lead at the top of 
the Premier League. 

Saliba opened the scoring in 
the 21st minute, fl icking the 
ball home with the help of a 
defl ection, and Timber restored 
Arsenal's lead in the 66th with 
a header from another corner. 

Chelsea had equalised on 
the stroke of halftime when 
Piero Hincapie turned the ball 
into his own net to make it 1-1. 
Chelsea winger Pedro Neto was 
sent off in the 70th minute after 
picking up two yellow cards in 
three minutes, reports Xinhua

Benjamin Sesso continued 
his impressive form as Man-
chester United came from be-
hind to beat Crystal Palace 2-1 
at home and climb to third in 
the table.

Manchester United fell 
behind early when Maxence 

Lacroix scored for Palace, 
but Bruno Fernandes equal-
ized from the penalty spot 
after Lacroix was sent off for 
conceding the spot-kick and 
denying a clear goal-scoring 
opportunity.

Sesko then netted the winner 
in the 65th minute with a pow-
erful header from a Fernandes 
cross.

Harry Wilson and Alex Iwo-
bi scored fi rst-half goals as Ful-
ham beat Tottenham Hotspur 
2-1 at home, with Richarlison 

replying for Tottenham with its 
only shot on target.

"It was a big win,” Mikel 
Areteta said. “I was very hap-
py for big parts of the game and 
the performance that we put in 
against a top side, coming after 
a London derby and the expec-
tations and the will that we 
have to continue to win.

“The timing of the goal that 
we conceded was a big blow but 
emotionally we reacted, it was 
exactly what we needed to stay 
focused and go," he added.

PREMIER LEAGUE

Arsenal retain fi ve-point lead


