
Oscars calling Epstein fi les Shutdown fears Rugby action returns
Actor Priyanka Chopra joins 
98th Academy Awards 
presenters’ list alongside 
several top Hollywood celebs

 

Justice Department releases 
missing FBI interviews in Epstein 
fi les with woman who made 
claims against Trump

India’s `650bn ($7bn) ceramics 
and tiles industry risks grinding 
to a halt as the escalating Middle 
East confl ict crimps fuel supplies

National Rugby 15s Championship 
Division 1 returns to Kalinga 
Stadium, Bhubaneswar with top 
clubs competing
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

The US sank an Iranian ship in 
international waters. What can we 

do about it? We are just 
Vishwaguru

REUTERS

Singapore/Dubai, March 6: 
Soon after the fi rst Iranian mis-
sile and drone attacks on Dubai 
last week, two Indian entrepre-
neurs based there tried to move 
more than $100,000 each from 
their local bank accounts to 
Singapore to hedge risk.

Technological glitches in the 
aftermath of the Iranian attacks 
initially scuppered those plans, 
the entrepreneurs, who did not 
wish to be identifi ed due to the 
sensitivity of the matter, told 
Reuters.

One of them said he man-
aged to subsequently transfer 
the sum to his Singapore bank 
account via another Emir-

ates-based bank.
Scores of other wealthy 

Asians are making enquiries 
or taking similar steps to move 
their Dubai-parked assets to the 
regional fi nancial hubs of Sin-
gapore and Hong Kong, indus-
try advisers and lawyers said, 
as the US-Israel war on Iran 
clouds the Gulf’s safe-haven 
aura and rattles investors.

While the rich typically 
diversify their investments 
across regions and asset class-
es, they choose where to be 
based depending on tax, regu-
latory, privacy and operational 
considerations.

Towards that end, Dubai 
has emerged in recent years 
as a preferred wealth hub for 

entrepreneurs and rich families 
in Asia, mainly from China, as 
they look to take advantage of 
its favourable policies.

Moreover, with a property 
and infrastructure boom, the 
Gulf region has also become an 
investment destination. Total 

assets of the UAE banking and 
fi nancial sector exceeded 5.42 
trillion dirhams ($1.48 trillion), 
according to its central bank.

The trend is now under 
sharp scrutiny, as the attacks 
on Dubai and Abu Dhabi have 
thrown into doubt the UAE’s 
reputation for stability.

Singapore-based private 
wealth lawyer Ryan Lin said 
six or seven of his 20 Dubai-
based clients, each holding an 
average of $50 million in assets, 
contacted him this week, with 
three planning immediate asset 
transfers to the city-state.

One client is “checking how 
quickly they can transfer every-
thing to Singapore,” Lin said.

Iris Xu, principal at global 

corporate and fund services pro-
vider Anderson Global, said 10 to 
20 family offi ces have enquired 
this week with her fi rm about 
moving assets back to Singapore 
from the Middle East on worries 
the confl ict might drag on.

Family offi ces are one-stop 
fi rms that manage the portfoli-
os of the wealthy.

“Dubai was always about tax 
benefi ts but now I think the tax 
benefi ts may not be the top pri-
ority for them,” she said.

Grace Tang, CEO of Phillip 
Private Equity, said her pre-
dominantly Asian clients are 
skittish, with 10 to 20 asking 
about moving their wealth to 
Singapore and looking to pre-
serve their capital.

Wealthy Asians look to move Dubai assets closer to home

Amid rising tensions in the 
Middle East, the United States 
has granted a temporary 30-day 
waiver allowing Indian refi ners 
to purchase Russian oil already 
stranded at sea. The move, an-
nounced by US President Don-
ald Trump’s administration, 
aims to stabilise global energy 
supplies while limiting fi nancial 
gains for Moscow. The waiver 
follows Washington’s earlier 
punitive tariffs on India over 
Russian oil imports and a sub-
sequent trade framework that 
encouraged New Delhi to buy 
more American energy. In India, 
the Opposition, led by Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi, has criti-
cised the development, alleging 
it undermines the country’s stra-
tegic autonomy and energy sov-
ereignty because Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is being “black-
mailed” by America.

AGENCIES

New York/Washington, 
March 6: Amid the escalating 
confl ict with Iran, the US said 
it is issuing a temporary 30-day 
waiver to allow Indian refi ners 
to purchase Russian oil.

“President Trump’s energy 

agenda has resulted in oil and 
gas production reaching the 
highest levels ever recorded. To 
enable oil to keep fl owing into 
the global market, the Treasury 
Department is issuing a tempo-
rary 30-day waiver to allow In-
dian refi ners to purchase Rus-
sian oil,” Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent said.

He said this “deliberately 
short-term measure” will not 
provide signifi cant fi nancial 
benefi t to the Russian govern-
ment, as it only authorises 
transactions involving oil al-
ready stranded at sea.

“India is an essential partner 
of the United States, and we 
fully anticipate that New Delhi 
will ramp up purchases of US oil. 
This stop-gap measure will alle-

viate pressure caused by Iran’s 
attempt to take global energy hos-
tage,” Bessent said in a post on X.

US President Donald Trump 
had imposed 25 per cent puni-
tive tariffs on India for buying 
Russian oil, with the adminis-
tration asserting that Delhi’s 
purchases were helping fuel 
Russia’s war against Ukraine. 

Last month, the US and India 
announced they had reached 
a framework for an Inter-
im Agreement on trade, and 
Trump issued an Executive 
Order removing the 25 per cent 
punitive tariff on India, noting 
the commitment by New Delhi 
to stop importing energy from 
Moscow and increase purchas-
ing American energy products. 

Reacting to the development, 

Opposition Congress alleged 
Friday that India’s strategic 
autonomy and national sover-
eignty are under “dire threat” 
because Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi is being “black-
mailed” by America.

Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi said India’s current foreign 
policy is the result of the “ex-
ploitation of a compromised in-
dividual.”  In a post on X, Gand-
hi said: “India’s foreign policy 
emerges from the collective 
will of our people. It should be 
rooted in our history, our geog-
raphy, and our spiritual ethos 
based on Satya and Ahimsa.”

“What we are witnessing 
today is not policy. It is the 
result of the exploitation of a 
compromised individual,” the 
Leader of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha said.

He also shared his February 
11 speech in the Lok Sabha 
during a discussion on the 
Budget, where he spoke about 
India’s energy security being 
compromised. “The US will 
tell us who we can or cannot 
buy oil from, if it is Russia or 
Iran, the US will decide. But our 
prime minister will not decide,” 
Gandhi had said.  MORE P7

30-DAY WAIVER

US allows India to buy Russian oil
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Paradip, March 6: Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah Fri-
day said Odisha will soon join 
the league of developed states 
in the country and become the 
richest province by optimally 
using its natural resources.

After inaugurating a sul-
phuric acid plant of IFFCO 
here, he claimed that the BJP 
government will usher in de-
velopment in Odisha, which 
“remained neglected” during 
the previous regimes. 

“There is so much wealth be-
neath the soil of Odisha, but the 
people of the state are poor. The 
natural resources like minerals 
and vast coastline will make 
Odisha India’s richest state,” 
Shah said.

Addressing a public meeting 
here, he said, “I have come to 
Odisha today to assure you 
that, under the leadership of 
the double-engine government 
that you have formed, Odisha 
will soon join the league of de-
veloped states.”

Without naming anyone, 
Shah thanked the people of 
Odisha for making the state 
free from the infl uence of indi-
viduals from other states. 

“You have given an absolute 

majority to the BJP. Now, the 
double-engine government will 
bring change in the state that re-
mained neglected even after hav-
ing a lot of potential,” Shah said.

While stressing the coopera-
tive movement in the country, 
Shah said, “Just like in Guja-
rat, the BJP government will 
promote the dairy industry in 
Odisha, which will boost the 
rural economy and empower 
women.”

Shah also launched several 
projects related to the cooper-
ative sector and dairy devel-
opment, which, he said, would 
boost farmers’ income and the 
rural economy. Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi, Union 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, 
state minister Sampad Chandra 
Swain, and others participated 
in the function.  MORE P4

Odisha to join league of 
developed states: Shah

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 6: Two 
pilots of the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) were killed in a crash of a 
Su-30MKI fi ghter jet in Assam’s 
Karbi Anglong district.

The IAF confi rmed Friday 
the deaths of Squadron Lead-
er Anuj and Flight Lieutenant 
Purvesh Duragkar, a day after 
the Russian-origin aircraft 
went missing.

The jet was on a training sor-
tie and disappeared from radar 
shortly after taking off from 
Jorhat airbase on Thursday.

“The IAF acknowledges the 
loss of Sqn Ldr Anuj and Flt 
Lt Purvesh Duragkar, who 
sustained fatal injuries in the 
Su-30 crash,” the IAF said in a 
brief statement.

“All personnel of the IAF ex-
press sincere condolences, and 
stand fi rmly with the bereaved 
family in this time of grief,” it 
said.

Communication with the air-
craft was lost at 7:42 pm Thurs-
day, offi cials had said.

At approximately 1 am Fri-
day, the IAF confi rmed the Su-
30MKI that disappeared from 
radar Thursday has crashed.

Su-30MKI is a two-seater 
multirole long-range fi ghter jet 
developed by Russian aircraft 
manufacturer Sukhoi. It is now 
built under licence by Hindu-
stan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) for 
the IAF. The IAF operates a fl eet 
of over 260 Su-30MKI jets.

Su-30MKI crash: 
2 IAF pilots killed

REDUCED TO ASHES: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh in Beirut’s southern suburbs, Friday    AP PHOTO

Trump demands Iran’s 
unconditional surrender
REUTERS

Washington / Jerusalem, 
March 6: US President Donald 
Trump demanded Iran’s ‘un-
conditional surrender’ Friday, 
a dramatic escalation of his de-
mands a week into the war he 
launched alongside Israel.

Trump made the remarks 
on social media just hours af-
ter Iran’s president announced 
that unspecifi ed countries had 
begun mediation efforts in one 
of the fi rst signals of any dip-
lomatic initiative to end the 
confl ict.

“There will be no deal with 
Iran except UNCONDITIONAL 
SURRENDER!” Trump wrote.

“After that, and the selection 
of a GREAT & ACCEPTABLE 
Leader(s), we, and many of 
our wonderful and very brave 
allies and partners, will work 
tirelessly to bring Iran back 
from the brink of destruction, 
making it economically bigger, 
better, and stronger than ever 
before.”

On Thursday Trump had 
told Reuters in a telephone in-
terview that he was demanding 
the right to help select Iran’s 
new supreme leader, to replace 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, killed 
in the war’s fi rst day.

Former rapper
set to become 
Nepal’s next PM

AGENCIES

Kathmandu, March 6: After 
Nepal’s historic youth-led upris-
ing last September killed 77 peo-
ple and forced then-Prime Min-
ister KP Sharma Oli to resign, 
a 35-year-old rapper-turned-pol-
itician posted a typically terse 
message to millions of follow-
ers on social media. “Dear Gen 
Z, the resignation of your killer 
has come,” Balendra Shah - popu-
larly known only as Balen - wrote. 
“Now your generation will have 
to lead the country. Be prepared.”

Five months on, the musician 
who cut his political teeth in 
2022 when he became the may-
or of the capital Kathmandu, is 
poised to become Nepal’s next 
prime minister following the 
country’s fi rst election since 
the September uprising.

Shah’s newly formed Rastriya 
Swatantra Party (RSP) was Friday 
heading towards a landslide vic-
tory in Nepal’s fi rst general elec-
tions since September. According 
to the Election Commission’s da-
ta available from 144 of the total 
165 constituencies, the RSP has 
won three seats and is ahead in 
104 others, local media reported.

Balendra is leading in Jha-
pa-5 constituency against four-
time PM and CPN-UML chair 
Oli in the latter’s stronghold. 



Mumbai: Global icon Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas treated her fans 
Friday morning, by announ-
cing that she will be one of 
the offi cial presenters at the 
upcoming 98th Academy 
Awards.

The ceremony is sched-
uled to take place March 15, 

this year.
Sharing the update with her 

fans on social media, Priyanka 
confi rmed her participation by 

post- ing the list of presenters for the prestigious 
awards ceremony.

She captioned it as, “The 2026 Academy Awards.”
The other names in the group of Hollywood stalwarts 

who will take the stage during the event, include Rob-
ert Downey Jr. and Gwyneth Paltrow, marking a high-
ly-awaited reunion for fans of the Iron Man franchise.

Priyanka’s announcement comes shortly after her re-
cent appearance at the Golden Globe Awards.

The actress here walked the red carpet and presented 
an award alongside K-pop star Lisa.

Priyanka had earlier presented an award at the cere-
mony, further strengthening her presence at major 
Hollywood and other global events.

Talking about the actress on the 
professional front, while she 
is busy as a bee with her inter-
national com- mitments, she 
is also been traveling to 
India often for her com-
mitments at the Indi-
an Film In- dustry.

Priyanka 
will be next seen 
in SS Raja- mou-
li’s Varanasi which 
also stars Ma-
hesh Babu 
and Prith-
viraj 
Suku-
maran 
in the 
lead. 
IANS

This day you are likely be 
prone to daydreaming and 
fantasizing. Ganesha sees you losing 
touch with reality and making errors in 
judgment, in your assessment of facts.
You will, by sheer force of your tenacity 
and determination ensure that things 
work out in the end. 

Today, your enthusiasm for 
sports and outdoor activities 
is palpable. According to you, 
variety is the spice of life. You will keep 
on jumping from one venture to another. 
You will establish a good rapport with 
your bosses and colleagues. It's time 
to taste success in your immediate and 
interim objectives.

You will spend the day with 
your family and friends to-
day and feel closer to them. 
You will try to help others, as always. You 
will like to guide someone if your own 
situation is comfortable today. You will 
be able to fulfi ll the expectations placed 
upon you by someone and will garner a 
lot of well-wishes, says Ganesha.

You will be the fl ag-bearer for 
people around you, spreading 
hope and inspiration. Gane-
sha advises you to be the ideal family 
man today. By doing this you will radiate 
affection and love. This will in turn 
work remarkably in cultivating positive 
relationships.

Today, you must spend most 
of the time in meditation and 
introspection. If you do not 
meditate, you will be surrounded by neg-
ative thoughts and bitterness for others. 
According to Ganesha, this may hinder 
your progress and growth in career. 
Simple living and high thinking may make 
things easier for you.

Someone from the opposite 
sex is likely to get attracted 
towards you. Enjoy being in 
the limelight. Today, you main activity 
becomes hanging around with friends 
and cherishing their company.

You love your family and you 
will try your best to live up to 
the expectations of your fam-
ily members. If you are student, you will 
fi nish up your existing projects and get 
on with some fresh assignments, foretells 
Ganesha. Don’t block your imagination; 
give yourself some freedom so that you 
can test your creativity and talent. You 
don’t let yourself fl y too high otherwise 
you may lose the track of reality.

You may have to remain 
indoors today. But, don't 
think that you will get bored. 
You can do a lot of things, like playing 
cards and other board games, reading, 
watching the natural world around, and 
what not. You will spend the day in a re-
lax mood and look at life from a different 
perspective, feels Ganesha.

You will race ahead of you 
competition today. No matter 
what fi eld you are in, you will 
fi nd yourself at an advantageous point, well 
ahead of your contemporaries. You will be 
able to complete the task at hand will lesser 
effort than required. Do not let this trans-
late into arrogance as it may come to haunt 
you in the future, advises Ganesha. 

Ganesha says that you will 
be more careful about your 
outward appearance and will try to en-
hance it further. Towards the evening you 
may impress people around you when 
you attend a social function. Those of you 
who are single can put forth a marriage 
proposal to their beloved today and 
it will be accepted. 

You will help others and 
be cheerful, feels Ganesha. 
you will inspire and encourage others. 
Closeness with beloved will gladden you. 
You will be attracted to special person, 
and it could benefi t you.

A romantic link is about to 
be presented to you as a 
surprise, shining and smil-
ing. Ganesha advises you to be prepared 
in your best dress and to practice some 
romantic talking. You never know what 
the evening has in store for you. 
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CANNES HONOUR FOR
PETER JACKSON

HARRY STYLES YEARNS
TO START HIS FAMILY

New Zealand Oscar-winning fi lmmaker 
Peter Jackson will be awarded the 
Palm d’Or at the opening of this year’s 
Cannes Film Festival. Best known for 
creating the Lord of the Rings trilogy, 
Jackson said the honour was “one of 
the greatest privileges of my career”

As his career continues to evolve, Harry Styles 
is quietly imagining a future that looks very 
different from the whirlwind years of stadium 
tours and global fame. Recently, the singer opened 
up about reassessing his life, revealing that 
marriage, meaningful relationships and eventually 
starting a family are now fi rmly on his mind
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW
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Mumbai: Actress Yami Gautam has 
clarifi ed, on her social media account, 
that she does not have a PR team and has 
never resorted to cheap publicity tactics, 
reacting to the recent controversy sur-
rounding her and actress Kriti Sanon.

 Yami said that she must have ‘liked a 
reel that was condescending towards Kriti’s 
recent award win’ by mistake, further stress-
ing that she prefers to focus solely on her 
work and not indulge in cheap PR tactics.

The actress issued the clarifi cation after net-
izens noticed that she had apparently ‘liked’ an 
Instagram reel that seemed to criticise Kriti’s 
Best Actress win at an award show.

She wrote, “It has come to my notice that I 
apparently ‘liked’ a reel that is condescending 
toward another actor. We get tagged in multiple 
things every day, and this appeared during an 
award-function reference like any other tag. It 
isn’t true and was defi nitely not done consciously; 
if anything, it may have been clicked accidentally.”

She further added, “Never in my life have I re-
sorted to cheap PR tactics. I have always focused 
on my work and moved on. In the world of clickbait, 
it’s tempting for even dignifi ed social media portals 
to harp on this and turn it into coffee-table gos-
sip. But I would hope they would 
consider that I have earned 
a better reputation than 
that.”
IANS

Mumbai: Actor Janhvi Kapoor celebrated her birthday 
yesterday, marking another milestone in her growing 
journey in the Hindi fi lm industry. The daughter of icon-
ic actor Sridevi and producer Boney Kapoor, Janhvi 
stepped into Bollywood with Dhadak and has since 
featured in fi lms such as Roohi, Mili, Ulajh and 
Homebound, steadily carving a space for 
herself.

Over the years, the actor has often 
spoken about navigating the industry 
while discovering her own voice. In 
an earlier interview, Janhvi refl ected 
on the challenges of expressing her 
opinions at work. She shared that 
putting one’s views forward in a 
professional space can be tricky, 
especially when there is a fear 
of appearing too opinionated or 
overstepping boundaries. Ac-
cording to her, learning to trust 
her own thoughts and voice 
her perspective confi dently 
has been an important part 
of her growth, something 
she experienced during the 
making of the fi lm.

Janhvi also acknow-
ledged the people who 
infl uenced her personal 
development. Apart from 
her parents, she cred-
ited several teachers who 
nurtured her interest in 
literature, philosophy and 
writing. She also recalled 
briefl y interacting with 
legendary Kathak maes-
tro Pandit Birju Maharaj, 
describing the experience 
as deeply inspiring.

The actor will next be 
seen in Peddi alongside Ram 
Charan.                      AGENCIES

Janhvi on 
fi nding her voice

Cuttack: Odia fi lms Jajabara 2.0 and 
Dasama have brought national rec-
ognition to the state after winning 
prestigious honours at the Indian 
Tele Streaming (ITS) Awards held 
recently in Mumbai.

Jajabara 2.0 won two major awards 
— Best Director for Abhishek Swain 
and Best Actor (Male) for Devesh 
Ranjan. Meanwhile, Dasama secured 
the award for Best Film in Regional 
Language (Odia).

Released in 2024 on the OTT plat-
form AAO NXT, Jajabara 2.0 is a crit-
ically acclaimed Odia crime-thrill-
er. The story revolves around two 
strangers with criminal pasts whose 
unexpected meeting unfolds into a 
gripping narrative of crime, tension 
and redemption. The fi lm stars De-

vesh Ranjan alongside Prasanjeet 
Mohapatra.

On the other hand, Dasama, re-
leased the same year, focuses on 
the lives of school students and por-
trays the emotions, friendships and 
challenges that shape young minds 
during their formative years

Directed by Raja D and produced 
by Deepak Kumar Jena, the fi lm fea-
tures an ensemble cast including Su-
shant Das Mahapatra, Rabi Mishra, 
Shailendra Samantaray, Akash Hota, 
Funny Pratik, Jyotiranjan, Armaan, 
Suman Pattnaik and Nilakshi Patra.

The recognition at the ITS Awards 
marks a signifi cant milestone for 
both fi lms and highlights the grow-
ing reach and appreciation of Odia 
cinema on national platforms. 

Jajabara 2.0, Dasama  shine at ITS Awards

Yami: Never 
resorted  to 
cheap PR tactics 
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Amaravati/Bangaore, March 
6: Andhra Pradesh and Karna-
taka Friday became the fi rst 
two Indian states to ban the 
use of social media for children, 
albeit in different age groups.

Australia and Indonesia have 
effected similar bans, amid a 
global debate over the need to 
safeguard children from the 
addiction to social media.

While the TDP-led NDA 
ruled Andhra Pradesh said so-
cial media will be prohibited 
for children below 13 years of 
age, the Congress government 
in neighbouring Karnataka 
said the ban will apply for 
those under 16.

Addressing the Andhra 
Assembly, Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu said they 
were debating whether to ex-
tend this ban to children be-
tween 13 and 16 years of age.

“Defi nitely, we will make sure 
that within 90 days those below 
13 years of age are not able to use 
social media,” said Naidu.

The CM said his government 
will take a call on banning so-
cial media for teenagers be-
tween 13 and 16 years.

Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah announced a 
ban on use of social media for 
those under the age of 16 years.

The move aimed at prevent-
ing adverse effects on children 
was met with both encourage-

ment and skepticism.
“With the objective of pre-

venting adverse effects of in-
creasing mobile usage on chil-
dren, usage of social media will 
be banned for children under 
the age of 16,” Siddaramaiah 
said while presenting the state 
Budget for 2026-27 in the state 
Assembly in Bangalore. 

Later, addressing a presser, 
he said children below 16 years 
can keep a mobile phone, but 
they cannot use social media.

Though he did not mention 
when the ban would take effect, 
he said, “We will ban social me-
dia for them.”

Responding to queries on 
how will it be regulated - in 
schools, colleges or at home, 
Siddaramaiah said, “We will 
formulate a programme for 
that. Once the programme is 

fi nalised, we will inform you.”
Less than one-quarter of 

Karnataka’s population is 
under the age of 15, a report 
of a 2019-20 survey conducted 
by India’s federal health min-
istry showed. The state has a 
population of 67.6 million, a 
2025 presentation by federal 
government think tank Niti 
Aayog showed.

Bangalore, often dubbed In-
dia’s Silicon Valley, is home to 
global technology fi rms such as 
Microsoft, Amazon, IBM, Dell 
and Google.

Karnataka’s neighbouring 
state Goa is also weighing a 
similar ban, its IT minister 
said in January, while in the 
same month, a lawmaker from 
Andhra Pradesh proposed a 
Bill to curb social media for 
children.

In January, Karnataka’s 
Electronics, IT/BT Minister 
Priyank Kharge had informed 
the Assembly that the govern-
ment was holding consulta-
tions regarding measures to 
be put in place for responsible 
use of artifi cial intelligence 
and social media, especially 
among children.

The Union government's 
Economic Survey tabled in 
Parliament in January this 
year said age-based access to 
online platforms should be 
considered while also cutting 
down online teaching to avoid 
digital addiction.

Andhra, K’taka 1st to 
ban SocMed for kids

While the TDP-led NDA government in Andhra Pradesh said social 
media will be prohibited for children below 13 years of age, the Congress 

government in Karnataka said the ban will apply for those under 16

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 6: The gov-
ernment Friday directed Broad-
cast Audience Research Council 
(BARC) to immediately withhold 
reporting the Television Rating 
Points (TRPs) for TV news chan-
nels for a period of four weeks or 
until further orders.

The directive has been issued 
as certain TV news channels 
are displaying “unwarranted 
sensationalism and specula-
tive content” about the ongo-
ing Israel-Iran confl ict, which 
“may potentially create panic” 
among the general public.

The Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting said that it has 
observed that, amidst the ongo-
ing Israel-Iran confl ict, certain 
news TV channels are displaying 
“unwarranted sensationalism 
and speculative content”, which 
“may potentially create panic” 
among the general public, spe-
cially those having friends and 
family in the affected areas or 
residing in the affected areas.

“Therefore, in the public 
interest, the Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcasting 
hereby directs M/s BARC to im-
mediately withhold reporting 
the Television Rating Points 
(TRPs) for news TV channels 
for a period of four weeks or 
until further directions, which-
ever is earlier,” it said.

Stop reporting on 
TRPs for TV news 
channels, BARC toldPRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bhubaneswar, March 6: Road 
mishaps claimed at least fi ve 
lives in three districts of Odi-
sha Friday, police said.

Two persons died in motorcy-
cle accidents in Nayagarh and 
Puri each, while one man lost 
his life when a truck crashed 
into a house where he was 
sleeping. A report received 
from Bhapur in Nayagarh said 
two youths died after their mo-
torcycle hit a roadside tree. The 
deceased were Bira Kishore 
Dhal and Shankar Biswal of 
Kalatangi, police said.

They were travelling from 
Mardarajpur to Kalatangi. 
Locals took them to Khanda-
pada CHC, where the doctors 
declared them dead, police said.

In another accident, two motor-
cycle riders died, and another was 
critically injured when a truck hit 
them near Dandamukundpur by-
pass on Bhubaneswar-Puri NH 
Friday morning. The victims 
were not identifi ed till the last 
reports received.

A Dhenkanal report said 
that one person died after a 
truck crashed into a house at 
Hatibari village under Gandia 
police station in the district.

ROAD MISHAPS 
CLAIM 5 LIVES

REUTERS

Mumbai, March 6: India’s 
benchmark indices closed 
lower to log their worst week 
in over a year Friday, as the 
escalating US-Israeli war 
with Iran sent crude prices 
surging and soured global 
investor sentiment.

Brent crude rose to a 
20-month high of $87.66 per bar-
rel Friday and is on course for a 
20 per cent jump this week, the 
sharpest rise since March 2022 
in the aftermath of Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine. Higher oil 
prices are typically negative for 
India, the world’s third-largest 
crude importer.

Markets fear that a broad-
er energy-supply shock could 
substantially increase infl a-
tionary pressures and strain 

India’s current account and 
fi scal balance. 

The Nifty 50 fell 1.27 per cent 
to 24,450.45 Friday, while the 
BSE Sensex dropped 1.37 per 
cent to 78,918.9, with heavy-
weight fi nancials leading 
the drag.

For the week, the Nifty and 
Sensex lost about 2.9 per cent 
each, marking their steepest 
weekly decline since February 
28, 2025 and December 20, 2024, 
respectively.

The market is taking into ac-
count the near-term threat from 
oil prices, said Pankaj Pandey, 
head of retail research at ICICI 
Securities.

“However, we don’t yet see 
a macroeconomic impact from 
this as the broad expectation 
is that crude prices will not re-
main elevated for a long period.

The rupee ended a tad low-
er Friday and logged its worst 
weekly fall in over a month.

Fifteen of 16 major sectors 
fell this week, while small-
caps and mid-caps declined 
2.5 per cent and 2.9 per cent, 

respectively. State-owned banks 
lost 6.5 per cent on fears that 
higher crude could lift govern-
ment borrowing costs, push 
bond yields up and compress 
treasury gains.

Financials and banks fell 

about 4.5 per cent each.
Oil and gas dropped 3.9 per 

cent, as oil marketing compa-
nies BPCL, HPCL and IOC fell.

Among other stocks, Lars-
en and Toubro slipped 2.2 per 
cent. It fell at 7.7 per cent for the 
week, its worst since May 2020, 
as investors priced in Middle 
East exposure.

Interglobe Aviation fell 2.4 
per cent Friday and 8.8 per 
cent on the week, the worst 
in three months, on worries 
that higher fuel costs and 
moderation in international 
air traffic could dent quar-
terly earnings.

“While the confl ict dragged 
equities this week, it’s not 
all gloom,” said Samrat 
Dasgupta, chief executive 
offi cer of Esquire Capital 
Investment Advisors.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, March 6: The rupee 
depreciated 18 paise against 
the US dollar Friday to close 
at 91.82 against the American 
currency, as surging crude 
oil prices and a shift toward 
risk-aversion weighed on the 
currency.

Forex experts said the rupee 
is under pressure as the escalat-
ing Middle-East confl ict drove 
demand for safe-haven assets.

Moreover, persistent foreign 
fund outfl ows and a negative 
trend in domestic equities fur-
ther dented investor sentiment.

However, the depreciation bi-
as was contained to some extent 
following the US administra-
tion’s decision to allow Indian 
refi ners to purchase Russian oil 
for 30 days, a move likely to ease 
pressure on global energy fl ows 
amid the ongoing war in West 
Asia. At the interbank foreign 
exchange market, the rupee 
opened at its previous session’s 
closing level of 91.64 against the 
greenback and witnessed an in-
traday high of 91.59 and a low of 
91.85 during the session.

At the end of Friday’s trade, 
the rupee settled at 91.82 
against the US dollar, register-
ing a loss of 18 paise from its 
previous closing level.

The Indian currency recov-
ered 41 paise to settle at 91.64 
against the dollar Thursday 
after losing 97 paise in the pre-
ceding two sessions.

According to analysts, sever-
al factors, including shipping 
disruptions in the Strait of 
Hormuz, triggered by the war 
involving the US, Iran and Isra-
el, have added pressure to the 
Indian currency.

Rupee falls 18p 
to close at 91.82 
against US dollar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 6: Anuj 
Agnihotri, an AIIMS graduate, 
has topped the coveted civil ser-
vices examination 2025, results 
of which were declared by the 
Union Public Service Commis-
sion (UPSC) Friday.

Rajeshwari Suve M and 
Akansh Dhull have got the 
second and third ranks, re-
spectively.

Agnihotri secured the fi rst 
rank, with medical science as 
his optional subject, in his third 
attempt.

He has done MBBS (Bache-
lor of Medicine and Bachelor 
of Surgery) from the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS), Jodhpur, Rajasthan.

“I am extremely happy at 
this achievement. It’s an in-
credible feeling,” Agnihotri 
told PTI from his residence in 
Rawatbhata under Chittorgarh 
district of Rajasthan.

He credited his success to 
family members saying they 
have been his biggest source 
of inspiration.

Among the fi nally qualifi ed 
candidates, top fi ve comprises 
one woman and four men. The 
top 25 candidates comprise 11 
women and 14 men.

A total of 958 candidates -- 
659 men and 299 women -- have 
qualifi ed the examination and 
are recommended for appoint-
ment to different Central civil 
services, the UPSC said, adding 
that the candidature of 348 rec-
ommended candidates has been 
kept provisional.

UPSC: Anuj Agnihotri 
tops civil services exam

READY FOR RESCUE: Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) personnel perform a rescue mock drill during a function marking the 57th Raising Day of CISF at Mundali in Cuttack, Friday    (REPORT P4) PTI

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, March 6: Exposing 
loopholes in security arrange-
ments, a rape accused gave the 
police a slip while being pro-
duced in a court here Friday. 

As per reports, accused Sk 
Istekhar from Gopinathpur ar-
ea under Singla police limits 
in the district was accused of 
raping a woman belonging to 
Scheduled Caste (SC) commu-
nity. A complaint was lodged at 
Kasafala police station April 9, 
2025, following which a case 
was registered and Istekhar 
arrested. Subsequently, he was 
forwarded to SC/ST court that 
sent him to judicial custody 
after rejection of his bail plea. 

While he was lodged at Balas-

ore jail as an undertrial prison-
er (UTP), Istekhar was directed 
to appear in the court during ev-
ery hearing. The accused was at 
Balasore SC/ST court Friday for 
such a hearing when he man-
aged to fl ee, taking advantage 
of not being cuffed by the police. 

An eight-member team 
has been formed to trace the 
absconding accused.

Rape accused flees 
from Balasore court

The accused was at 
Balasore SC/ST court 

for a hearing when 
he managed to fl ee, 
taking advantage of 

not being cuffed 
by the police

Markets log worst weekly loss in over a year

POST NEWS NETWORK

Gop, March 6: A 17-year-old 
college student was seriously 
injured after being attacked 
with a blade in an alleged at-
tempt to murder her at Nagpur-
sahi village under Gop police 
station in Puri district Friday.

The victim, Rani Bishwal, 
daughter of Charan Bishwal, 
was cycling to Gop College to 
appear for her Plus II examina-
tion at around 8.30 am when the 
incident occurred. According to 
reports, she had travelled bare-
ly 300 metres from her house 
when an unidentifi ed assailant 
allegedly took advantage of the 
morning fog and attacked her 
with a blade, causing severe 
injuries to her neck, shoulder, 
back and other parts of the body.

The assault, which lasted 
barely two minutes, took place 
near Muguriasahi village. Lo-
cal women who witnessed the 
incident raised an alarm, forc-
ing the attacker to fl ee the spot 
on a motorcycle.

Family members rushed to 
the scene after being informed 

and took the critically injured 
girl to the Gop Community 
Health Centre, where she was 
given primary treatment.

Following the incident, the 
traumatised student could not 
appear for her Physics exam-
ination. Based on a complaint 
lodged by her father, police reg-
istered a case and launched an 
investigation.

Gop police station offi cer 
Durga Charan Mahapatra said 
efforts are underway to identify 
and arrest the accused, adding 
that the motive behind the at-
tack is yet to be ascertained.

Murder attempt on 
college girl in Gop

The victim, Rani 
Bishwal, daughter 
of Charan Bishwal, 
was cycling to Gop 

College to appear for 
her Plus II examination 

at around 8.30 am 
when the 

incident occurred
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Bhubaneswar, March 6: Oris-
sa High Court issued directions 
asking the government depart-
ments to ensure that no trade 
licence or business permission 
should be granted for any build-
ing that does not comply with 
legal requirements.

If the structure is claimed to 
be an old residential house, it 
cannot be used for commercial 
activity without proper approv-
al. If any part of the building is 
unauthorised or deviates from 
the approved plan, the authori-
ties must take action as per law. 
This may include demolition of 
the unauthorised portion or com-
pounding where legally permissi-
ble, the court ordered while tak-
ing cognizance of a writ petition.

The writ petition, seeking ju-
dicial intervention, alleged that 
commercial buildings being op-
erated in narrow residential ar-
eas without proper infrastructure 

and approvals in Hemraj Lane, 
Nayasadak in Cuttack city, which 
is a very narrow road of about 13-
ft and located in a dense commer-
cial and residential locality.

The building contains around 
50 to 60 shops but does not have 
proper parking space, fi re safety 
clearance, or environmental ap-
provals. Because of this, vehicles 
of customers and shop owners are 
parked on the narrow stretch, cre-
ating severe traffi c congestion 
and blocking the entry and exit of 
nearby residents. The obstruction 
also affects emergency services 
such as ambulances and fi re ve-
hicles, the petition pointed out.

The narrow public roads are 
not rendered dysfunctional by 

unchecked commercial activ-
ity. The obligation of the state 
is to secure orderly urban gov-
ernance and prevent obstruc-
tion of public streets, the single 
bench of Justice Sanjeeb Pani-
grahi noted in the order.

When a private commercial 
establishment uses public roads 
for parking, loading, and custom-
er movement because it has no 
internal facilities, it is effectively 
using public property for private 
business. This amounts to misuse 
of public space, stated the order.

The HC held that commercial 
establishments must be self-suf-
fi cient and cannot shift their 
operational burden onto public 
roads. The court further directed 

the Commissioner of Police, Cut-
tack, to strictly regulate traffi c in 
Hemraj Lane stating that no ve-
hicles will be allowed to park or 
stop on the road.

Vehicles parked illegally 
must be immediately removed, 
towed, or impounded. Proper 
‘No Parking / No Stopping’ sign-
boards must be installed. Police 
must ensure free movement for 
residents, ambulances, and fi re 
services. A compliance report 
must be submitted to the court 
within eight weeks.

The Cuttack Municipal Cor-
poration (CMC) and the Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
department must conduct a 
complete inspection of the build-
ings, the court said.

They must verify whether 
the building has a sanctioned 
building plan, completion or 
occupancy certifi cate, valid fi re 
safety ‘no-objection certifi cate’ 
and required environmental ap-
provals, the order read.

No trade licence sans legal requirements: HC
When a private commercial establishment uses public 
roads for parking, loading, and customer movement 
because it has no internal facilities, it is using public 
property for private business, the HC said
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

34.7° 32.8°
23.6° 21.8°
82% 85%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Dry weather 

MARKET WATCH

GOLD `161,624   `1951

SILVER ̀ 267,239    `5048

DOLLAR  91.88   0.17

EURO     106.60   0.05

SENSEX 78918.90   1097.00

NIFTY     24450.45   315.45

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 6: In a 
signifi cant move ahead of the 
special intensive revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls, Odisha’s Chief 
Electoral Offi cer (CEO) RS Go-
palan Friday announced that 
the 2002 voter list will serve as 
the baseline for mapping the 
2025 electoral roll.

During the mapping pro-
cess, various details such as 
voters’ names, family mem-
bers’ names, birthdates, poll-
ing station information, part 
numbers, and EPIC (Electors 
Photo Identity Card) details 
will be cross-checked and syn-
chronised.

Gopalan explained that 
booth-level offi cers would be 
assisting in this process at the 
grassroots level. Voters can ver-
ify their information on multi-
ple platforms, including the 

ECINET portal, Voter Service 
Portal, the CEO Odisha website, 
and the ECINET mobile app.

The CEO urged citizens to 
check their names on both the 
2002 and 2025 voter lists. If any 
discrepancies arise, they are 
advised to report the issue and 
provide relevant details to the 
booth-level offi cers.

For those whose names do 
not appear on the 2002 list, Go-
palan clarifi ed that individuals 
could map their information 

using their parents’ details. In 
cases where neither the indi-
vidual nor their parents’ names 
are found in the 2002 list, grand-
parents’ details could be used 
for mapping purposes.

Importantly, no addition-
al identifi cation documents, 
such as Aadhaar cards, will be 
required for this mapping pro-
cess. Once the SIR of electoral 
rolls offi cially begins, name reg-
istrations will proceed follow-
ing the standard procedures.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 6: 
Union Home and Cooperation 
Minister Amit Shah Friday 
unveiled 199 developmental 
projects valued at `3,275 crore 
in Odisha.

During his one-day visit to 
the state, Shah inaugurated 69 
projects worth `1,159 crore and 
laid foundation stone for 130 
projects valued at `2,116 crore 
in presence of Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi and oth-
er dignitaries.

Taking to X, Majhi said, 
“Today marks a historic mile-
stone in Odisha’s journey of 
progress and administrative 
reform. In the gracious pres-
ence of Hon’ble Union Min-
ister for Home and Cooper-
ation, Shri @AmitShah Ji, 
development projects worth 
`3,275 crore were inaugurat-
ed and foundation stones laid 
across the state, reflecting 
our collective commitment to 
building a stronger and more 
prosperous Odisha.”

Shah inaugurated 20 cyber 
and economic offences police 
stations and 24 police stations 
in different districts of the 
state, a sulphuric acid plant 
of IFFCO at Paradip, 19 mod-
ern Atal Bus Stands, Common 
Service Centres (CSCs) for 
primary agricultural cooper-
ative societies (PACS), and 141 
mandis (marketing yards), the 
CMO said.

The Union Home Minister 
has inaugurated a milk pro-
cessing plant at Tangi in Khu-
rda and the transit campus of 
National Forensic Sciences 
University (NFSU) and laid 
the foundation stone for its 
permanent campus at Jatni 
in the district. The foundation 
stone for the Central Forensic 
Science Laboratory (CFSL) 
Bhubaneswar campus was laid 

in Khurda, it said.
On the occasion, six MoUs 

were signed for the develop-
ment of various projects, in-
cluding revival of Badamba 
Cooperative Sugar Mill, es-
tablishment of an ice cream 
plant in Cuttack, a school in 
Tribhuvan Sahkari Universi-
ty, and a branch of Rashtriya 
Raksha University. The state 
government has signed a pact 
with IIT-Bhubaneswar for ef-
fective utilisation of technol-
ogy in the Home department.

Shah also unveiled Odisha 
Cooperative Policy-2026, mak-
ing Odisha the fi rst state in the 
country to implement such a 
policy, the CMO said.

“With the launch of Shwet 
Kranti 2.0, inauguration of a 
30,000 LPD milk processing 
plant at Tangi, support under 
Mukhyamantri Kamadhenu 
Yojana, and 1,567 PACS-oper-
ated CSCs, the government is 
strengthening the rural econo-
my and empowering our farm-
ers,” the CMO said.

Shah unveils 199 projects
worth `3,275cr in state 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 6: With 
an objective of to discuss how Ar-
tifi cial Intelligence (AI) is chang-
ing ways of learning and teach-
ing methodologies for students, 
Birla Global University (BGU), 
in collaboration with Microsoft 
Research India (MRI), brought 
together academic leaders from 
across the state for a leadership 
conclave on ‘Transformation of 
Higher Education in the Age of 
AI’. The conclave was attended 
by representatives from 26 uni-
versities and colleges. 

Key topics discussed includ-
ed the gaps found in early edu-
cation and how AI is changing 
our perception of knowledge 
delivery. The conclave also 
highlighted why AI in edu-
cation must address fairness 
and responsibility, cross-disci-
plinary thinking and collabora-
tive learning.

One of the biggest takeaways 
from the talks includes the 
concept of Odisha University 
Compact. The compact is a col-
laborative model that enables 

different universities to work 
together in a collaborative 
manner without losing their 
independence. Through the 
compact, different universi-
ties can share resources, have 
a faculty exchange programme, 
and form different groups to 
enhance the scope of interdisci-
plinary learning. It also enables 
students to take different cours-
es from other partner univer-
sities, thus providing a fl exible 
higher education structure.

Another notable highlight of 
the day was the award ceremo-
ny of the ‘Agents for Academia’ 
Hackathon, where students pro-
posed innovative applications 
of AI in the overall education 
ecosystem.

The conclave concluded with 
the formation of a collaborative 
group that will work towards 
bringing much-needed chang-
es in the education system. The 
initiative aims to integrate AI 
into academic practices and 
assist BGU in developing a re-
search-driven education system 
that is both competitive and fu-
ture-ready.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar/Cuttack, 
March 6: Carry out regular 
inspections to prevent buses 
from charging fares beyond the 
government-fi xed limit, State 
Transport Authority (STA) di-
rected all Regional Transport 
Offi cers (RTOs) Friday.

The directive comes follow-
ing instructions from Com-
merce and Transport Minis-
ter Bibhuti Bhushan Jena, 
who emphasised strict action 
against violators to safeguard 

passenger interests.
According to STA, no pas-

senger bus is allowed to col-
lect fares higher than the pre-

scribed rates. The minister has 
asked offi cials to take action 
under the Motor Vehicles Act 
against buses violating the rule.

In response, RTOs across 
the state have formed special 
enforcement teams to conduct 
surprise inspections of passen-
ger buses. These teams are al-
so interacting with passengers 
during checks to verify com-
plaints about overcharging.

On the fi rst day of the drive, 
Cuttack RTO enforcement team 
took action against fi ve buses 
for violating fare rules. The 

buses were fi ned `10,000 each 
under Section 192(A) of the Mo-
tor Vehicles Act. 

Offi cials said the government 
has fi xed bus fares per kilometre 
depending on the category of bus, 
and the rates apply to both of-
fl ine and online ticket bookings. 
Bus owners and operators have 
been instructed to strictly fol-
low these fare guidelines. Apart 
from checking fare violations, 
enforcement teams have also 
been asked to ensure that bus-
es follow all road safety norms 
during the inspections. 

CRACKDOWN ON OVERCHARGING FARE BY BUSES 

STA directs RTOs to conduct surprise raids

NCW, OSCW host 
public hearing 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 6: With 
the aim of providing a free plat-
form for women to present and 
hear their grievances related to 
domestic violence, harassment, 
dowry, property disputes, harass-
ment at workplace, cybercrime, 
desertion, matrimonial disputes, 
violation of women’s rights, and 
other issues related to women’s 
welfare, a public hearing pro-
gramme was organised Friday. 

The event took place at the 
conference hall of State Insti-
tute for Women and Children 
in Laxmi Sagar here, organised 
through the joint collaboration of 
National Commission for Wom-
en (NCW) and Odisha State Com-
mission for Women (OSCW).

In the programme, notices 
were issued to parties in a total 
of 86 cases from various areas 
of Khurda district. Out of these, 
parties involved in 45 cases were 
present at the hearing, where 
their grievances were heard 
and measures were taken for the 
immediate resolution of the com-
plaints. Previously, in 150 cases, 
the commission had recommend-
ed Khurda district police author-
ities, district protection offi cers, 
and district legal services au-
thority investigate and submit 
reports while providing legal 
aid. Consequently, district-level 
offi cers remained present at the 
public hearing and submitted 
action taken reports for all those 
cases. Similarly, a total of 6 new 
cases were registered during this 
public hearing.

I Geetanjali Jena, 
W/o Prakash 
Chandra Swain, R/o 
Balarampurgada, 
Samili Madhysahi, 
Post-Gualigorada, 
PS-Balanga, Dist-Puri, 
declare that I am the 
recorded owner of  
M.S Khata No 183/29, 
Plot No.-212/554 (0.070 
dec). The original 
previous Patta (Khata 
No 183/29, Plot No.-
212/554 (0.070 dec) & 
sale deed (App No-483 
and Document No 
602/881,Dtd.08.07.2002) 
and was lost on 27-
02-2026, enroute to 
Satyabadi. Despite 
best efforts, could not 
be found the same. 
If  someone gets the 
said sale deed & Patta, 
kindly contact at LIC 
HFL, IPICOL House, 
BBSR, within 15days 
or else LIC HFL will 
not be held responsible.
CONTACT: LIC HFL, 
IPICOL HOUSE, 
BHUBANESWAR 
MANAS KUMAR 
NAYAK, ADVOCATE 
MOBILE NO-8908257113

 CLASSIFIED
LOST

Min: Fix proper price of 
construction materials
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 6: En-
sure proper price fi xation of 
construction materials to bring 
greater transparency to proj-
ect implementation and help 
speed up development works, 
Works, Law and Excise Min-
ister Prithiviraj Harichandan 
said Friday.

Harichandan was attending 
a review meeting on the pric-
ing of construction materials 
and emphasised focusing on 
ensuring fair price determina-
tion and maintaining quality 
standards of ongoing infra-
structure projects. 

The meeting deliberated on 
using quality materials to en-
hance the durability of infra-
structure projects. During the 
review, offi cials examined the 
pricing systems adopted by the 
Central government and Min-
istry of Road Transport and 
Highways as well as practices 
followed in other states. The 
discussion focused on how the 
state could determine the most 
appropriate prices for various 
construction materials.

Emphasising the growing 
importance of construction ma-
terials in infrastructure develop-
ment, minister stressed the need 
to complete the price determina-
tion process at the earliest.

2002 voter list baseline for SIR

BGU, MRI host AI conclave

In this photo shared on social media by Athagarh MLA Ranendra Pratap Swain, his newlywed son Aditya Pratap Swain and daughter-in-law Jema Kriti are 
seen with Deputy Chief Minister KV Singh Deo and Aul MLA Pratap Keshari Deb, along with family members PIC COURTESY: META

The Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF) will soon 

provide security to private 
industrial groups in a hybrid 
mode, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah announced during 
an event marking the 57th 
Raising Day of CISF at Mun-
dali in Cuttack Friday.

Attending the event as the 
chief guest, Shah said that 
after completing 56 years, the 
CISF has risen to the pinnacle 
in the fi eld of industrial securi-
ty, which is a testament to the 
force’s dedication and valour. 

He said, “Four years ago, we 

had asked the CISF to develop 
a hybrid model to provide secu-
rity to private industrial groups 
as well. The model has now been 
prepared with the most modern 
equipment. In the coming days, 
CISF will also provide security 
to private industrial groups in a 
hybrid mode.”

On the occasion, Shah laid 
the foundation stone for three 
residential complexes of CISF 
at Kamrup, Nashik and Se-
hore, to be built at a cost of 
`890 crore, and inaugurated 
two residential complexes at 
Rajarhat and Delhi.

CISF to guard pvt industrial groups
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Bhadrak, March 6: Even as de-
mand for earthen products rises 
amid a growing preference for 
eco-friendly and traditional cook-
ware, potters in Bhadrak district 
are facing a severe livelihood crisis.

From households to shops and ho-
tels, clay utensils such as earth-
en pots, bowls, tawas and glasses 
are once again finding favour. 
Many consumers believe food 
cooked in clay pots is healthier 
and tastier, while several ho-
tels, particularly those serving 
non-vegetarian dishes, have be-
gun using earthen cookware.

However, the revival in demand 
has not translated into better in-
comes for traditional artisans.

Potters of Ugalpur village under 
Baudapur panchayat said rising 
production costs and stiff competi-
tion from cheaper pottery imported 
from other states have pushed their 
centuries-old craft to the brink. 
Around 10 to 20 Kumbhar families 
in the village depend entirely on 
pottery for their livelihood, supply-
ing products to Bhadrak and neigh-
bouring districts such as Balasore, 
Keonjhar and Jajpur.

Artisans say they now have to 
purchase raw clay, signifi cantly in-
creasing costs. Red clay is sourced 
from Govindpur village under Ol-

ang panchayat and black, sticky 
clay from Gelatua panchayat, cost-
ing between Rs 2,000 and Rs 2,500 
per tractor load.

“Earlier, our products had good 
demand. Now, even quality items 
fail to sell,” said Pratap Kumar Sa-
hu and Shatrughan Sahu, potters 
from Ugalpur. They said pottery 
from West Bengal and other states, 
which is cheaper and machine-fi n-
ished, has fl ooded local markets.

Retailers confirmed the trend. 
“Customers prefer outside prod-
ucts because they are cheaper and 
smoother. As traders, we stock 
what sells,” said Sitakanta Sahu, 
a local retailer.

Unable to compete on the price 
front, many artisans say they are 
struggling to recover even basic 
labour costs, forcing families to 

abandon the craft. “The younger 
generation no longer sees a future 
in pottery,” said potter Prashant 
Sahu. Many other potters, includ-
ing Amulya Sahu, Sanatan Behera, 
Khageswar Behera and Bhagirathi 
Muduli, echoed similar concerns.

Offi cials of the district admin-
istration acknowledged the chal-
lenges faced by traditional arti-
sans and said steps are being tak-
en under various state and central 
schemes. A senior official from the 
District Industries Centre (DIC), 
Bhadrak, said potters are eligible 
for assistance under handicrafts 
and rural livelihood programmes, 
including skill upgradation, tool 
support and financial aid.

“We are encouraging artisans 
to register with government plat-
forms and self-help groups (SHGs) 
so that they can access subsidies, 
training and marketing support,” 
the offi cial said, adding that efforts 
are also being made to link artisans 
with exhibitions, fairs and online 
marketplaces.

However, the potters said imple-
mentation on the ground remains 
limited and slow. They have de-
manded direct financial support, 
raw material subsidies and ded-
icated market spaces for locally 
made pottery to help preserve 
the traditional craft and ensure 
sustainable livelihoods. 

Youth Parliament 
eyes ‘Viksit Bharat’
BALASORE: Fakir Mohan Univer-
sity Thursday hosted the district-
level “Viksit Bharat Youth Parlia-
ment–2026,” an initiative of the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports 
aimed at promoting leadership and 
democratic values among youth. 
Chaired by Vice-Chancellor Santosh 
Kumar Tripathy, the program 
featured an elocution contest titled 
“50 Years of the Emergency: Les-
sons for Indian Democracy.” More 
than 200 participants aged 18–25 
registered through the MY Bharat 
portal, with 38 finalists deliver-
ing speeches in Odia, English and 
Hindi. Top performers Kasish Dash, 
Biswaranjan Nayak, Madhusmita 
Bal, Bhabashree Jena and Sushma 
Dash will represent Balasore dis-
trict at the state-level competition, 
where three speakers will be select-
ed for the national stage. University 
officials, including Chairman of the 
PG Council Prof. Bhaskar, Registrar 
Kukumina Das, Director of the 
College Development Council Prof. 
Santosh Agrawalla, District NSS 
Program Officer Pratima Pradhan 
and NSS Coordinator Prof. Amulya 
Kumar Acharya, presented certifi-
cates during the closing ceremony. 
The program was coordinated 
by Prof. Amulya Kumar Acharya, 
M. Vighnesh, Pratima Pradhan, 
Gauranga Panda and Avaya Kumar 
Nayak, with support from NSS pro-
gram officers of the university and 
its affiliated colleges. Organisers 
said the initiative aligns with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of 
integrating youth perspectives into 
national development.

Mounting costs, cheap imports
spell doom for Bhadrak potters

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargarh, March 6: In a bi-
zarre turn of events amid stir 
over mismanagement in paddy 
procurement, about 15 bags of 
paddy left at the Bargarh Col-
lectorate as part of a farmers’ 
protest allegedly disappeared 
overnight, sparking outrage 
among cultivators.

Farmers said the paddy 
bags, stacked on the Collector-
ate premises Thursday night 
during a demonstration over 
delayed procurement, were 
missing when they returned 
Friday morning. The affected 
farmers later lodged a written 
complaint at Bargarh Town po-
lice station.

The complainants include 
Nilanchal Deheri, Tilaram De-
heri, Prabhat Deheri, Debendra 
Chhuria, Kishore Deheri, Biren-
dra Deheri and Ashwini Deheri.

However, there has been 
speculation that the paddy 
may have been moved by de-
partmental offi cials and kept 
at another location to avoid 
a possible protest or law and 
order situation. There was no 
offi cial confi rmation till the 

fi ling of this report, as offi cials 
concerned have not commented 
on the matter.

Attempts were made to con-
tact Jugala Kishore Dash, dep-
uty registrar of cooperatives, 
for clarifi cation. He did not 
respond to phone calls.

According to sources, farmers 
dependent on the Saharatikra 
mandi under the Attabira Regu-
lated Market Committee (RMC) 
in Bargarh district have not been 
able to sell their paddy harvested 
during the last kharif season as 
they were left out of the procure-
ment registration process.

Nearly 30,000 packets of pad-
dy are reportedly lying unsold 
at the mandi, leaving farmers in 
distress. The farmers alleged that 

despite repeatedly informing the 
concerned departmental author-
ities about the issue, no effective 
step has been taken so far.

In protest against the delay 
in procurement, farmers staged 
a demonstration Thursday and 
piled up paddy inside the Col-
lectorate premises. Local police 
also reached the spot during the 
protest. However, the farmers 
alleged that none of the offi cials 
associated with the procure-
ment process came forward to 
hold discussions with them.

Later in the evening, the 
farmers left the paddy stacks 
on the Collectorate premises 
and returned home.

When they returned to the 
Collector’s offi ce Friday morn-
ing, the paddy packets were 
found missing. After seeking 
clarifi cation from the police 
and offi cials of the District Ru-
ral Cooperative Society, and 
receiving no satisfactory re-
sponse, the farmers decided to 
lodge a police complaint.

Ramesh Mohapatra, adviser 
to the joint farmers’ organisa-
tion, said it was unfortunate 
that paddy had gone missing 
from the Collectorate premises 
at a time when farmers were al-
ready facing hardship.

Other farmer leaders, in-
cluding Sudam Patra, Suresh 
Nikenti and Niranjan Pad-
han, also expressed concern 
over the incident and de-
manded an inquiry.

The disappearance of their 
protest paddy not only rep-
resents a material loss but also 
symbolises offi cial apathy to-
wards their plight, farmers said.

Protesting farmers’ paddy
vanishes from Collectorate

THERE HAS BEEN SPECULATION 
THAT THE PADDY MAY HAVE 

BEEN MOVED BY DEPARTMENTAL 
OFFICIALS AND KEPT AT ANOTHER 
LOCATION TO AVOID A POSSIBLE 

PROTEST OR LAW AND 
ORDER SITUATION 

FARMERS SAID DISAPPEARANCE 
OF THE PROTEST PADDY NOT ONLY 

REPRESENTS A MATERIAL LOSS 
BUT ALSO SYMBOLISES OFFICIAL 
APATHY TOWARDS THEIR PLIGHT

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh, March 6: An un-
dertrial prisoner (UTP) lodged 
in the Sundargarh District Jail 
died while undergoing treat-
ment at the Sundargarh Gov-
ernment Medical College and 
Hospital Thursday night.

The deceased was identifi ed 
as Saroj Rout, 27, alias Bana of 
Barpali village under Hemgir 
police station limits. Sundar-
garh Town police seized the 
body Friday morning and reg-
istered an unnatural death case 
(19/26). An investigation into 
the incident is underway.

According to reports, Saroj 
had been arrested in connec-
tion with a murder and was 

Undertrial prisoner dies under treatment
lodged in jail as an undertrial. 
After he fell ill, jail authorities 
admitted him to the Sundargarh 
District Headquarters Hospital 
February 14. He was later shifted 
to Sundargarh Government Med-
ical College and Hospital the fol-
lowing day after his condition de-
teriorated further.However, Rout 
died while undergoing treatment 
Thursday night. Police have sent 
the body for post-mortem.

Sundargarh District Jail 
Superintendent Jeevan Singh 
Munda said Saroj was among 
four persons arrested by police 
February 9 in connection with 

the murder of Satyaram Kua 
in the Hemgir police station 
area. The accused were later 
produced in court, and after 
their bail pleas were rejected, 
they were remanded to judicial 
custody in the district jail.

Munda said Saroj had been 
undergoing treatment for the 
last month. He was initially 
treated by the jail doctor af-
ter he complained of illness. 
As he was suffering from 
jaundice and other compli-
cations, he was admitted to 
the DHH and was kept in the 
ICU February 14.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Angul, March 6: The decom-
posed body of a woman who had 
been missing for nearly 40 days 
was found hanging from a tree 
in a forested area under Angul 
district Friday, police said.

The deceased has been iden-
tifi ed as Supriya Naik, wife of 
Suren Naik from Talasahi in 
Talagad village under Bantala 
police limits.

According to police sources, 
Supriya had been missing for 
about 40 days. Her family had 
lodged a missing complaint at 
Bantala police station January 
26. Following the complaint, po-
lice registered a missing person 
case and began an investigation.

Some residents of Talasahi 
had gone to a nearby forest, 
about 500 metres from the vil-
lage, to collect fi rewood Friday 
morning. During this time, they 
noticed a foul smell and discov-
ered a highly decomposed body 
of a woman hanging from a tree.

The villagers immediately 
informed Suren Naik’s family. 
Suren and other family mem-
bers rushed to the spot and iden-
tifi ed the body as that of Supriya.

On being informed, Bantala 
police reached the spot, recov-
ered the body and sent it to the 
district headquarters hospital 
for post-mortem.

According to Supriya’s hus-
band, the couple had a quarrel 
a few days before she went 
missing. Following the argu-
ment, she allegedly left home 
in anger and headed towards 
the forest. Despite extensive 
searches by the family, she 
could not be traced. Police 
said further investigation in-
to the incident is underway. 

Missing for 40 days,
woman’s decomposed
body found hanging

Woman’s body found; murder suspected
ROURKELA: The body of a young woman was recovered under suspicious circumstances 
near a school in Rourkela Friday morning, raising suspicion of murder. Police recovered 
the body from bushes near an upper primary school at Saw Mill Chhak under 
Brahmanitarang police station limits. The woman is believed to be around 25 years old, 
but her identity had not been established till late evening when this report came in. 
According to sources, local residents spotted the body lying near the school at around 
7:30am and alerted the police. A police team, along with a scientifi c team and a sniffer 
dog squad, reached the spot and began an investigation. A case (35/26) has been 
registered. The body has been sent to the mortuary of Rourkela Government Hospital for 
post-mortem. While the exact cause of death is yet to be confi rmed, police suspect that 
the incident may be a premeditated murder and further investigation is underway. 

Man found dead on
Hirakhand Express
KORAPUT: Railway police recovered the 
body of a young man from the Hirakhand Ex-
press at Koraput railway station Friday. The 
deceased has been identifi ed as Manish Das 
of Nayabazar in Kantilo area of Cuttack dis-
trict. Police have launched an investigation 
into the incident. According to sources, Das 
was working for a private company in Tikiri 
area of Rayagada district. He was travelling 
from Bhubaneswar to Tikiri by the Hirakhand 
Express Thursday when he is suspected to 
have suffered a heart attack and died during 
the journey. On arrival of the train at Koraput 
station, personnel of the Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF) and Government Railway 
Police (GRP) reached the spot and seized 
the body. A railway doctor later declared 
the youth dead, said GRP offi cer-in-charge 
Santoshi Mahanta. A case (2/2026) has been 
registered at the GRP police station. As-
sistant sub-inspector Amar Sethi has begun 
an investigation. The body has been sent to 
SLN Medical College and Hospital in Koraput 
for post-mortem. The family members of the 
deceased have been informed, police said.

One killed, 2 critical
in head-on collision
KHAJURIPADA: One person was killed and two 
others were critically injured after two motorcycles 
collided head-on near Muskil Rasta Chhak under 
Khajuripada police station limits in Kandhamal 
district Friday. The deceased was identifi ed 
as Kamadev Behera of Bandhasahi village in 
Khajuripada. The injured are Charan Behera, a junior 
engineer working with the Rural Water Supply and 
Sanitation (RWSS) division at Khajuripada block, and 
Fagua Behera of Bandhasahi. According to reports, 
Charan was returning to Khajuripada block offi ce 
on his motorcycle after completing offi cial work at 
the Phulbani division offi ce. While passing through 
Muskil Rasta Chhak near Samabepadaghat, his 
motorcycle collided head-on with a speeding bike 
coming from the opposite direction. The second bike 
was carrying Fagua Behera and Kamadev Behera. 
All three riders sustained severe injuries in the acci-
dent. Fire services personnel rescued them from the 
spot and rushed them to Khajuripada hospital. As 
their condition was critical, they were later referred 
to the district headquarters hospital in Phulbani 
after preliminary treatment. Doctors there declared 
Kamadev Behera dead. Police reached the spot and 
launched an investigation into the incident. 



Delhi loves a vacancy, especially when it comes with a corner 
offi ce and access to the Prime Minister’s calendar.

With BVR Subrahmanyam fi nishing his extended run at NITI 
Aayog, the capital’s favourite parlour game is back: guessing the next 
CEO. No prize money, just prestige, and perhaps a discreet nod from 
someone who “knew it all along.”

For now, Nidhi Chhibber is holding additional charge. In babuspeak, 
that means, “Please keep the engine idling while we decide who gets 
to drive.” It’s effi cient, practical, and wonderfully non-committal.

But this isn’t merely about replacing a nameplate.
NITI Aayog may have replaced the Planning Commission in struc-

ture, but in political weight, it’s arguably more consequential. It’s 
where policy ambition meets political reality. The CEO doesn’t just 
shepherd reports; he or she sits at the intersection of reform, federal 
negotiation, and prime ministerial priorities. That requires admin-
istrative gravitas, but also ideological alignment and antennae sharp 
enough to detect shifting winds before the curtains fl utter.

Subrahmanyam brought visibility and velocity to the role. The next 
incumbent will reveal the government’s current mood. Does it want 
a bold reformist? A steady institutional manager? Or a low-decibel 
loyalist who prefers execution over headlines?

In today’s governance ecosystem, “think tank” is almost a misnomer. 
NITI doesn’t just think; it nudges, coordinates, occasionally prods. The 
CEO’s chair is less about theorising India’s future and more about 
ensuring that fl agship schemes don’t vanish into inter-ministerial 
black holes.

So yes, the whispers will continue until Holi colours wash them 
away or confi rm them. The next NITI CEO won’t just run a policy 
institution. They’ll embody a phase of governance. And that’s why 
the suspense matters.

Procedure triumphs over accusation
Delhi’s favourite babu 

courtroom drama is back, 
and this time the script has 
been edited.

The Delhi High Court has 
set aside the Central Adminis-
trative Tribunal (CAT) order 
that had briefl y shielded IRS offi cer Sameer Wankhede from disci-
plinary proceedings. Translation: the charge memo lives, and so does 
the inquiry.

For those who enjoy procedural nuance (and in Delhi, many do), 
here’s the crux. A charge memo is not a conviction. It’s the starting pis-
tol. The High Court’s view is orthodox and clear: let the departmental 
process run its course unless there’s something fundamentally illegal 
about it. Don’t abort the race before it begins.

The CAT had earlier taken a far more dramatic stance, questioning 
the motives behind the action and hinting at bias. That was no small 
observation. But the High Court has effectively said allegations of 
malice can’t be presumed at the threshold.

Why does this matter beyond one offi cer’s career?
Because this isn’t just about the aftershocks of the 2021 cruise 

case that once dominated headlines, it’s about how far tribunals and 
courts should step into service matters before an inquiry even tests 
the evidence. If every charge memo is judicially dissected at birth, 
departmental discipline becomes theatre. If none are, fairness risks 
becoming an afterthought.

The ruling restores balance, at least procedurally. Of course, in 
high-profi le cases, the process is rarely quiet. Reputations are shaped 
long before fi ndings are delivered. Wankhede’s case has already trav-
elled through headlines, courtrooms and commentary columns. Now 
it returns to where it technically should have been all along, an in-
ternal inquiry.

In Delhi’s babu ecosystem, survival often depends less on the alle-
gation and more on how long the litigation lasts. This round goes to 
procedure. The fi nal act? Still unwritten.

Extension raj: How long is too long?
If bureaucratic tenure extensions were a sport, Awanish Kumar 

Awasthi would be vying for the podium. The seasoned 1987-batch In-
dian Administrative Service offi cer has just had his stint as Chief 
Advisor to Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath extended 
yet again, for the fourth time. He will stay in the corridors of power 
until February next year. 

Awasthi retired from formal service in August 2022 after a de-
cades-long career that put him at the helm of some of UP’s most pow-
erful bureaucratic bastions, including the Home Department, Infor-
mation, you name it. But instead of fading gracefully into the sunset, 
he was handed a new “temporary” role: advisor to the CM. That role 
has now been extended for the fourth time, almost as if retirement 
was an empty suggestion rather than a life milestone.

Other babus take sabbaticals; he’s taking extensions. This lat-
est extension comes at a politically juicy moment: assembly elec-
tions are looming in 2027, and having your closest administrative 
confi dant around can be a big plus in managing both policy and 
political narratives.

Of course, this raises eyebrows. What does it say when a government 
effectively keeps a retired babu on a looped retainer? Is it continuity 
and experience? Or a kind of job security that would make even Holly-
wood sequels blush? Either way, the scene in Lucknow now resembles 
less a clean break between career and counsel, and more an open-ended 
contract with perks.

Share a babu experience! Follow
dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect

I
sraeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
has fi nally gotten his 
war with Iran, the one 

regional power that Israel 
truly fears. While the United 
States is nominally the senior 
partner in this illegal war of 
choice, it is Netanyahu who ap-
pears to be dictating the tactics 
and the goals, starting with the 
targeted assassination of Iran’s 
top leadership and a bombing 
campaign that treats the kill-
ing of scores of schoolgirls as 
mere collateral damage.

Israel used the same ap-
proach against Hamas, Hez-
bollah, and the Houthis in 
recent years, while also mur-
dering Iranian physicists and 
engineers in what amounted to 
terrorist attacks orchestrated 
by Mossad. But since Iran is a 
very large country (roughly 
the size of France, Germany, 
and Spain combined) with 
93 million people, something 
more is required, because the 
US, let alone tiny Israel, can-
not conceivably invade and 
occupy it.

That is why Israeli hawks 
have long lobbied to splin-
ter Iran into ethno-religious 
statelets, and why its intelli-
gence agencies have been cul-
tivating separatists. Having 
failed to devise a plan for the 
day after this war ends, the 
US has also begun to toy with 
this “strategy.” According to a 
CNN report, the “CIA is work-
ing to arm Kurdish forces with 
the aim of fomenting a popular 
uprising in Iran.”

It is not diffi cult to see why 
this strategy appeals to some in 
Israel and the US. Only 61% of 
Iranians are ethnic Persians. 
The largest minority (perhaps 
24%) comprises Azerbaijani 
Turks–the group to which the 
late supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, belonged –who 
are concentrated in Ardabil, in 
northwest Iran.

After these “Azeris” are Ira-
nian Kurds, who number 7-14 
million, residing mostly in the 

northwestern border provinc-
es adjacent to autonomous 
Iraqi Kurdistan. Proximity to 
Iraqi Kurdistan affords a rel-
atively straightforward point 
of ingress and egress into Iran, 
making the Kurds a focus for 
Mossad and CIA efforts to incite 
separatism. Were they to assem-
ble a large armed force capable 
of attacking Iran’s already be-
leaguered security forces, they 
would likely gain additional 
support from their Kurdish 
brethren across the border.

Yet another group is the 
Baloch minority, who live 
mostly in eastern Iran, along 
the 565-mile border with Pa-
kistan’s volatile Balochistan 
province, from which Jaish 
al-Adl, a US-designated terror-
ist group, has long launched 
attacks against Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps 
and Basij militia. And fi nal-
ly, there are some 5-7 million 
Ahwazi Arabs in the oil-rich 
western province of Khuz-
estan, where they lead miser-
ably oppressed lives mirroring 
those of the Shia who dominate 
Saudi Arabia’s oil-rich eastern 
province.

The problem is that the US 
has a very poor track record 
when it comes to foment-

ing separatist unrest, as the 
Marsh Arabs and Iraqi Kurds 
discovered after Operation 
Desert Storm in 1991. Time 
and again, “plucky little peo-
ples” have been goaded on 
and then abandoned – left to 
be shot and gassed after their 
Western sponsors turn their 
attention elsewhere. Indeed, 
that is exactly what Presi-
dent Donald Trump has done 
to Syria’s Kurds, who helped 
the US defeat the Islamic State 
during his fi rst term, but has 
now dropped them and cozied 
up to Syria’s young president, 
Ahmed al-Sharaa, a former 
al-Qaeda commander.

It may suit Israel to balkan-
ize the entire Middle East, 
leaving no powers capable of 
challenging its regional hege-
mony. But does that goal serve 
the interests of the US or the 
rest of the region?

In case Trump has forgotten, 
his other “tough guy” friend in 
the region, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoan, has 
spent decades fi ghting Kurdish 
separatism. Having deployed 
its own military might to roll 
back the Syrian Kurds and 
crush the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party in his own country, Tur-
key, a NATO member, is not 

going to remain passive as the 
Iranian Kurdistan Free Life 
Party (PJAK) – an offshoot of 
the PKK – establishes a state-
let on its border. And if Turkey 
were to move against such an 
entity, what would Israel do 
about it?

Here, too, it may suit the 
Israelis to fi ght another war 
of aggression against an un-
friendly neighbor, but it cer-
tainly would not suit the US, 
Turkey, or the rest of NATO. 
The last thing they want, in 
addition to the probably fatal 
rupture in NATO that any at-
tack on Turkey would cause, is 
another wave of refugees fl ee-
ing toward Europe as a result of 
an entirely avoidable confl ict.

These are just the most pre-
dictable problems. But there 
would also be unknown un-
knowns. A balkanized Iran 
would be highly unstable, sub-
ject not just to bouts of ethnic 
cleansing but also to the pre-
dations of greedy or nervous 
neighbors. Trump has no pow-
er to decide whether Iran re-
gresses into a “constitutional” 
monarchy or autocracy under 
a “Shah” who has lived in the 
US since 1985, or whether it re-
mains a centralized republic or 
a confederal one, like Canada 
or Australia.

Given Trump’s fi xation on 
winning a Nobel Peace Prize, 
many imagined that he would 
heed those in his political co-
alition counseling restraint. 
But a minority of residual neo-
cons seems to have fi lled the 
vacuum in his knowledge of 
the region, aided by an Israeli 
prime minister whose vision of 
his country’s future evidently 
involves one war after anoth-
er, regardless of lives lost and 
the economic damage done 
to the rest of us.

The writer is a senior 
fellow at LSE Ideas 

at the London School 
of Economics.
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Reining in the business of education

Boom Boom Bumrah 

Sir, After India’s thrilling victory, Sanju Samson showed 
great sportsmanship by handing the trophy to Jasprit 
Bumrah, describing him as a “once-in-a-generation bowl-
er.”  It was a fi ne gesture that recognised the true turning 
point of the match, the 18th over bowled by Bumrah, in 
which he conceded just six runs. That over not only sti-
fl ed the opposition but effectively “yorked” the England 
team, leaving them stunned and paving the way for an 
unexpected defeat. Bumrah’s calmness and humility also 
refl ected the spirit of teamwork that defi nes great sides, 
inspiring young fans and reminding everyone that true 
champions celebrate collective effort over individual glo-
ry. With India’s momentum now carrying forward, fans 
can look forward to the clash against the New Zealand 
team. Given the current form of our players, especially 
the lethal precision of Bumrah in the death overs, one 
can hope to see the cup lifted by India once again. Boom 
Boom for India!  

AP Thiruvadi, CHENNAI

Abnormality in Nature is no 
objection, no necessary sign 
of imperfection, but may 
well be an effort at a much 
greater perfection. 
 SRI AUROBINDO

THE BALKANIZATION PLAN

J ust at the end of the year, 
the Supre Court gave a 
landmark judgment 

whereby it has ordered nation-
wide audit of all private and 
deemed universities, trans-
forming a student’s grievance 
into a deep scrutiny of India’s 
sprawling education sector. 
In a sweeping directive, the 
apex court asked the Centre, 
all states and UTs and the UGC 
to submit personally sworn af-
fi davits disclosing how these 
institutions were set up, who 
governs them, what regula-
tory approvals they hold and 
whether they truly function 
on a not-for-profi t basis. While 
this should have been investi-
gated long ago, it remains to 
be seen that in the year ahead 
there would be a drastic re-
view of private universities to 
highlight their shortcomings.  

 The question that is being 
alleged by a large section of 
scholars, and quite rightly, 
is whether education has 
steadily become totally prof-
it-oriented. Undeniably, this 
is a fact and the reason why 
business houses are setting 
up universities and academic 
institutions across the coun-

try. But the point here is why 
should a business enterprise 
enjoy various types of facili-
ties when it gives very little to 
society? This has never been 
questioned by the government 
or even by civil society in the 
right manner. 

 It is a well-known fact that 
private universities charge 
exorbitant rates and are prof-
it oriented.  Most business 
houses fi nd education a safe 
business to invest where risk 
involved is virtually nil. More-
over, in the name of being not-
for-profi t, they get land from 
state governments at highly 
subsidized rates.

 The current order is 
far-reaching as it questions 
how private universities ac-
quire land, appoint leadership, 
handle fi nances and whether 
they have credible grievance 
redressal mechanism.

 Has there been any investi-
gation of the process of admis-
sions to these institutions by 
any of the state governments? 

 While most engineering 
colleges have been set up by 
private parties the question 
remains about the quality of 
teaching. The chief of KMDA 

(Kolkata Metropolitan Devel-
opment Authority), a veter-
an civil engineer and guest 
faculty of many institutes, 
had once told me that when 
he asked one of his relatives 
why she had not gone to col-
lege (engineering), the young 
student replied that classes are 
not held every day. Moreover, 
when my friend asked how the 
vast syllabus is completed and 
how they give their exams, she 
replied that questions are giv-
en and students can go to the 
libraries and consult books in 
writing the answers. She also 
said that some students take 
the question papers home and 
submit the written answers the 
next day. This college happens 
to be part of a very renowned 
group of private colleges 
and one deemed university 
of Bengal. 

 This very well reveals the 
standard of teaching of most 
engineering colleges. The pay 
structure of most of these in-
stitutes is much below their 
government counterparts. As 
such, it has been found that 
retired professors and those 
who would retire within 
six months or so leave gov-

ernment institutions to join 
deemed universities. As in 
most other sectors, there is 
absolutely no monitoring and 
control as these institutions 
are owned by powerful people 
who are hand-in-glove with 
the ruling party and are only 
interested in making money. 

 How and why business 
houses with no academic back-
ground can be allowed to set 
up educational institutions? 
Why can’t educationists, doc-
tors and engineers be motivat-
ed and fi nancially supported 
to set up educational institu-
tions, medical colleges, engi-
neering colleges and the likes?  

At a time when there is a 
dire necessity to upgrade stan-
dards of education and bring 
transparency and fairness in 
admission, the implementa-
tion of the Supreme Court or-
der is a direct necessity and 
timely intervention by the 
apex court, though it should 
have come much earlier. It re-
mains to be seen whether the 
state governments will fall 
prey to manipulations or be 
honest in putting forth before 
the court the real situation. 

INFA

The problem is that the US has a very poor 
track record when it comes to fomenting 

separatist unrest, as the Marsh Arabs 
and Iraqi Kurds discovered after 
Operation Desert Storm in 1991

A BALKANIZED 
IRAN WOULD 

BE HIGHLY 
UNSTABLE, 

SUBJECT NOT 
JUST TO BOUTS 

OF ETHNIC 
CLEANSING BUT 

ALSO TO THE 
PREDATIONS 

OF GREEDY 
OR NERVOUS 

NEIGHBORS

Michael Burleigh

THE QUESTION 
THAT IS BEING 
ALLEGED BY A 

LARGE SECTION 
IS WHETHER 
EDUCATION 

HAS BECOME 
TOTALLY 
PROFIT-

ORIENTED

Dhurjati Mukherjee

WISDOM CORNER
Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must 
keep moving.  ALBERT EINSTEIN

Just because something doesn't do what you planned it to 
do doesn’t mean it’s useless.  THOMAS A. EDISON

To confi ne our attention to terrestrial matters would be to 
limit the human spirit. STEPHEN HAWKING

 
161: Marcus Aurelius declared himself and his adoptive brother Lucius 
Verus emperors of Rome, marking the fi rst time two emperors would rule 
the Roman Empire simultaneously.

1850: U.S. Senator Daniel Webster spoke out in favor of the Compromise 
of 1850 (enacted in September), a series of moderate measures that 
addressed the question of slavery in U.S. territories.

1876: Alexander Graham Bell received a patent for the telephone. Just a few 
days later, he produced intelligible speech through a telephone for the fi rst time.

Tension in seas

Sir, The dispatch of the Iranian naval vessel IRIN Bushera to 
Sri Lanka to recover the bodies of sailors from the destroyed 
frigate IRIS Dena highlights the continuing tension in the 
region. Although the ship is on a humanitarian mission, con-
cerns remain that it could again face danger at sea. However, 
another attack is unlikely because striking a non-operational 
vessel engaged in recovering the dead would bring severe in-
ternational criticism without any strategic benefi t to the Unit-
ed States. Statements by Pete Hegseth—that those shouting 
“Death to America” received “Death by America”—suggest a 
hard and unapologetic stance. Yet, according to the principles 
of the Geneva Conventions, even during war there are rules 
governing the treatment of wounded personnel, survivors, 
and the dead. Attacking a ship on a recovery mission could 
violate these humanitarian norms. Therefore, the UN should 
carefully examine the incident, encourage restraint from all 
sides, and reinforce adherence to international war protocols 
to prevent further escalation.

RS Narula, PATIALA

WAR WITH IRANFOCUS



In diplomatic 
circles, there is 
an old saying:  “if 
your are not at the 
table, then you 
are on the menu.”  
Not everyone will 
understand.

 @deeppsycho_hq
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NOIDA INT’L AIRPORT
GETS AERODROME LICENSE
Aviation watchdog DGCA has granted an 
aerodrome license for the Noida Interna-
tional Airport in Uttar Pradesh, the second 
big airport in the national capital region 
that is being developed in four phases.  
With the aerodrome license in place, the 
airport is expected to be operational soon

Under the Development of 
Applied Knowledge and Skills for 
Human Development (DAKSH), which 
is implemented with World Bank 
support, the institution of MAHIMA 
(Maharashtra Agency for Holistic 
International Mobility and 
Advancement) will be established
DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | MAHARASHTRA CM

ED attaches `441-cr 
assets in liquor scam 
Amaravati: The Enforcement 
Directorate Friday said it has 
attached assets worth more than 
`441 crore of various accused 
involved in the Andhra Pradesh 
liquor 'scam' case, which 
allegedly took place during the 
previous YSRCP regime in the 
state. The attached properties 
consist of bank balances, fi xed 
deposits, land parcels and other 
immovable assets belonging to 
the prime accused Kessireddy 
Rajasekhara Reddy, his family 
members and related entities, 
other accused like Booneti 
Chanakya and his related 
entities and relatives and entities 
of Donthireddy Vasudeva Reddy 
apart from some others.

Cong holds protest 
against AAP govt 
Chandigarh: Police used 
water cannons against Punjab 
Congress leaders and workers 
Friday after they tried to force 
their way through barricades 
to ‘gherao’ the state Assembly 
here as part of a protest 
against the AAP government. 
Police had erected barricades 
and deployed personnel 
outside the Punjab Congress 
offi ce in Sector 15 to prevent 
party workers from heading 
towards the Vidhan Sabha.

EC training arm 
launches 3 initiatives 
New Delhi: The Election 
Commission's training arm, 
IIIDEM, has launched three 
academic initiatives aimed 
at strengthening research, 
academic engagement and 
student participation in 
the fi eld of democracy and 
election management.  The 
initiatives also build upon the 
outcomes of the international 
conference on Inclusive 
Elections and Democracy 2026 
and the ongoing symposium 
series organised by the 
India International Institute 
of Democracy and Election 
Management (IIIDEM) to 
promote dialogue, research 
and global exchange on 
contemporary democratic 
practices.

From now 
on, we will 
undertake 

joint campaign 
meetings across 
the state. Discus-
sions on some 
probable locations in Upper Assam 
have already taken place, and we 
will discuss other parts as well

GAURAV GOGOI |  ASSAM CONG PRESIDENT

While the 
good news is 
that ‘Kerala 

Story’ seems to 
be empty, and no 
one is watching 
it. It also shows 
that there are people, a majority 
of them, who haven't understood 
what Kerala is and its 
traditions and culture

RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

If our 
daughters 
fall victim 

innocently, then 
you women must 
come forward 
like Laxmibai 
(legendary ruler of Jhansi known 
for her valour). Resolve to save 
the trapped daughter. If you stand 
with her instead of criticizing her, 
no one will be able to think of 
harassing her

HARSH SANGHAVI | GUJARAT DY CM

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 6: The En-
forcement Directorate Friday 
conducted searches at multi-
ple locations in Mumbai and 
Hyderabad as part of an inves-
tigation against entities linked 
to Reliance Power Ltd., a group 

company of businessman Anil 
Ambani, offi cials said.

Reliance Power denied that 
the federal probe agency raided 
any of its offi ces or premises. 
About 10-12 locations linked to 
the said company and its exec-
utives are being searched in 
Mumbai and Hyderabad, the 

offi cials said. About 15 teams 
of the agency are undertaking 
the action, they said. Reliance 
Power said in a statement fur-
nished to the stock exchanges 
that “to the best of its knowl-
edge, no such action has been 
carried out at any of the offi ces 
or premises of the Company.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, March 6: In a dra-
matic return to the street poli-
tics that once defi ned her rise, 
West Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee Friday launched 
a dharna in central Kolkata 
against large-scale deletions in 
the state’s voter rolls following 
the SIR exercise, escalating the 
TMC's confrontation with the EC 
weeks before the Assembly polls.

Beginning the sit-in at the po-
litically symbolic Metro Chan-
nel in Esplanade, Banerjee 
accused the BJP and the EC of 
conspiring to “disenfranchise 
Bengali voters”, signalling 
that the voter roll controversy 
would form a central political 
plank of the TMC’s campaign 
ahead of the  high-stakes elec-
tions expected in April.

“I will expose the BJP-EC 
conspiracy to disenfranchise 
Bengali voters,” the TMC su-
premo said at the start of the 
protest. The dharna, which 
began around 2.15 pm, marks 
a sharp escalation by the rul-
ing party after the publication 
of post-SIR electoral rolls that 
have signifi cantly altered the 

contours of the state's electorate.
According to offi cial data re-

leased February 28, as many as 
63.66 lakh names, about 8.3 per 
cent of the electorate, have been 
deleted since the SIR process 
began in November last year, 
reducing the voter base from 
about 7.66 crore to just over 
7.04 crore.

In addition, over 60.06 lakh 
electors have been placed under 
the "under adjudication" cate-
gory, meaning their eligibility 
will be decided through legal 
scrutiny in the coming weeks, 
a development that could fur-
ther reshape constituency-level 
electoral equations.

The TMC has alleged that the 
exercise is politically motivated 

and could affect over 1.2 crore vot-
ers, a charge rejected by the EC.

From the dharna stage, Ba-
nerjee claimed several voters 
had been wrongly declared 
dead in the revised rolls and 
said they would be presented at 
the protest site to highlight the 
alleged irregularities. “Look at 
them, they are sitting here but 
have been declared dead in the 
voter list. There is no shame 
left. The BJP and its agents in 
the EC have crossed all limits,” 
Banerjee added, saying she 
would speak in detail on the 
issue on Saturday even as the 
dharna continues.

However, she did not specify 
how long the protest would con-
tinue, even as it comes just two 

days before the proposed visit 
of the full bench of the Election 
Commission to the state.

The rhetoric sharpened fur-
ther with TMC national general 
secretary Abhishek Banerjee 
calling for a “social and polit-
ical boycott” of the BJP.

Alleging that the SIR pro-
cess had already led to mass 
deletions, he said, “First 58 
lakh names were deleted in 
the draft list. By February 28, 
the number rose to 63-64 lakh. 
Over 60 lakh voters have been 
placed under adjudication. 
That means more than 1.2 crore 
voters are affected.”

The protest also sparked con-
troversy after TMC MP Kalyan 
Banerjee said he would have 
“cut the fi nger” of Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar 
had the latter not been holding a 
constitutional post, alleging that 
the poll panel chief had behaved 
“very badly” with the chief min-
ister during a meeting in New 
Delhi last month.

“If he had not been the CEC, 
I would have cut his fi nger that 
day,” the Serampore MP said, 
drawing sharp criticism from 
opposition leaders.

VOTER ROLL 
DELETIONS MAMATA RETURNS TO STREETS

Beginning the sit-in at the politically symbolic Metro Channel in Esplanade, Banerjee accused the BJP and the 
EC of conspiring to “disenfranchise Bengali voters”, signalling that the voter roll controversy would form a 

central political plank of the TMC’s campaign ahead of the high-stakes elections expected in April

ED raids against people linked to Reliance Power

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 6: Opposi-
tion parties Friday accused the 
government of ceding diplomat-
ic space after the US announced 
a temporary waiver to allow 
Indian refiners to purchase 
Russian oil, a step that the rul-
ing BJP hailed as a success of 
“strategic oil diplomacy” under 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Leader of Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi alleged 
that India's foreign policy was 
a result of the “exploitation of 
a compromised individual”, an 
attack on Prime Minister Modi.

The Congress and its presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge echoed 
the sentiment in separate social 
media posts hitting out at the 
government on its foreign poli-
cy and for “continuously ceding 
diplomatic space”.

“India’s foreign policy emerg-
es from the collective will of 
our people. It should be rooted 
in our history, our geography, 
and our spiritual ethos based on 

Satya and Ahimsa,” Rahul said 
in a post on X.

“What we are witnessing to-
day is not policy. It is the result 
of the exploitation of a compro-
mised individual,” he said.

Gandhi shared his February 
11 speech in the Lok Sabha 
during the discussion on the 
budget where he spoke about 
India’s energy security being 
compromised.

Dismissing the Opposition’s 
charges, the government said 
India never depended on per-
mission from any country to buy 
Russian oil and the US waiver 
removed friction but did not de-
fine the country's policy, which 
was determined by the energy 
trilemma: affordability, avail-
ability, sustainability.

The message from the gov-
ernment to every Indian 
household was clear that the 
country's fuel supply was fully 
secure and the the government 
was continuously monitoring 
the situation and would act, as 
it always had, in the interest of 
every citizen, a senior govern-
ment functionary said.

The BJP accused the Con-
gress and Gandhi of creat-
ing panic by spreading "fake 
news" about oil shortage.

US reprieve on Russian oil leads to political slugfest
Offi cials: No other 
nation determines 
India’s oil purchase
NEW DELHI: India has never been 
dependent on permission from any 
nation to buy Russian oil and though 
the US sanctions’ waiver allowing 
refi ners to purchase it removes 
friction, it does not defi ne the 
country’s policy, a senior government 
functionary said, dismissing opposition 
charges. Russian oil continued to 
fl ow into India even after the US 
objected to it and imposed sanctions, 
the functionary said, citing a 2013 
adjustment done by the then Congress 
government in oil imports under US 
sanctions. Amid the escalating confl ict 
with Iran, the US Thursday said it 
was issuing a temporary 30-day 
waiver to allow Indian refiners to 
purchase Russian oil.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 6: Domestic 
airlines are scheduled to oper-
ate 96 fl ights to and from the 
Middle East Friday while the 
carriers have cancelled 278 in-
ternational services for the day, 
the government said Friday 
amid the confl ict in the region.

The situation in the Middle 
East has disrupted fl ight oper-
ations as there are restrictions 
as well as closure of airspaces. 
Some airlines have commenced 
limited operations to and from 
the region, where the confl ict 
involving the US, Israel, and Iran 
has escalated in the last few days.

The civil aviation ministry 
Friday said due to the ongoing 
developments in West Asia and 
the resulting airspace restric-
tions, fl ight operations have been 
impacted across several sectors.

"A total of 96 fl ight opera-
tions were scheduled today by 
Indian domestic carriers to and 
from destinations in the Middle 
East. As of 6 March, 278 fl ights 
scheduled to be operated today 
by Indian domestic carriers 
have been cancelled," it said in a 
statement. Earlier in the day, of-
fi cials said more than 140 inter-
national fl ights were cancelled 
in Mumbai, Delhi, Bangalore, 
and Kolkata airports Friday due 
to the Middle East crisis.

They said at least 142 fl ights 
were cancelled at the four air-
ports, with 39 departures and 34 
arrivals cancelled at the Mum-
bai airport.

While the total fl ight can-
cellations at the Bangalore 
airport were 33, including 15 
departures and 18 arrivals, at 
the Delhi airport 15 departures 
and 14 arrivals were cancelled.

AIRLINES CANCEL 
278 INT’L FLIGHTS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, March 6: JD(U) legis-
lators in Bihar Friday conveyed 
their anguish to Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar over his decision 
to move to Delhi as a Rajya Sabha 
MP, but drew solace from the im-
minent political entry of Nishant, 
the party chief’s only son.

Members of the party in the 
bicameral legislature, as well 
as both Houses of Parliament, 
who had been taken aback by 
the sudden move of the JD(U) 
president, got an opportunity 
to interact with him at a meet-
ing held in the evening at the 
chief minister's residence.

“Lawmakers of the party were 
assured by the CM that he decid-
ed of his own accord and not un-
der any pressure. He also assured 
that he would keep himself avail-
able to party workers in the state 
for guidance”, state parliamenta-
ry affairs minister Vijay Kumar 
Chaudhary told reporters.

Asked about what post Nis-
hant was likely to hold in the 
party and whether he was likely 
to join the new government that 
will be formed after Kumar steps 
down, Chaudhary quipped, "For 
some things, you should wait a 
little (kuchh cheezon ke liye 
kuchh intezaar kar leejiye)". Ni-
tish Thursday caused a fl utter by 
fi ling his nomination papers for 
one of the two Rajya Sabha seats 
which the JD(U) is contesting 
in the biennial elections, in the 
presence of Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, among others, 
minutes after announcing the 
decision on social media. 

Nitish Kumar’s son 
Nishant to join JD(U) 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 6:  Days before 
the US torpedoed and sank Iranian 
frigate IRIS Dena, India approved 
urgent docking for an-
other Iranian naval 
vessel in Kochi after 
it developed a techni-
cal glitch, government 
sources said Friday.

The vessel, docked in 
Kochi March 4 with its 
183 crew members, is be-
ing accommodated at In-
dian naval facilities on 
humanitarian grounds, 
they said.

The ship IRIS Lavan 
developed urgent tech-
nical issues and was 
granted emergency 
docking approval on 
March 1 following a re-
quest from the Iranian 
side, the sources said. India was ap-
proached by the Iranian side days 
before IRIS Dena was sunk by a US 
submarine off the coast of Sri Lanka.

IRIS Dena was returning home 
after participating in the Milan 
multilateral naval exercise hosted 
by India. At least 87 Iranian sailors 
were killed in the attack Wednes-

day. Days before the IRIS Dena 
incident south of Sri Lanka, India 
was approached by Iran to take in 
the Iranian ship IRIS Lavan which 
was also in the region for the Inter-

national Fleet Review, the 
sources said. This request 
was received February 28 
indicating that a docking 
at Kochi was urgent as 
the vessel had developed 
technical issues, they said.

The approval was ac-
corded for the docking of 
the ship on March 1. IRIS 
Lavan has since docked at 
Kochi March 4, the sourc-
es said. In this context, its 
crew of 183 are currently 
accommodated at naval fa-
cilities in Kochi, they said.

India’s granting of emer-
gency harbour to another 
Iranian naval vessel came 
to light against the back-

drop of increasing spotlight on the US 
strike on IRIS Dena. Iran has reacted 
sharply to the sinking of the ship.

“IRIS Dena was a training ship. 
It was invited by the Indian Navy 
to take part in an exercise. They 
went there as guests. They were 
unarmed,” Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi said.

‘Iranian Navy vessel allowed 
emergency docking in Kochi’

THE VESSEL, DOCKED 
IN KOCHI MARCH 4 
WITH ITS 183 CREW 
MEMBERS, IS BEING 
ACCOMMODATED 
AT INDIAN NAVAL 

FACILITIES ON 
HUMANITARIAN 

GROUNDS

THE SHIP IRIS LAVAN 
DEVELOPED URGENT 
TECHNICAL ISSUES 
AND WAS GRANTED 

EMERGENCY DOCKING 
APPROVAL ON MARCH 

1 FOLLOWING A 
REQUEST FROM THE 

IRANIAN SIDE
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DEVENDRA FADNAVIS PRESENTS 1ST BUDGET AS CM 
MUMBAI: The Maharashtra government Friday announced a farm loan waiver of up to Rs 2 lakh in the 
2026-27 Budget, which also focuses on river-linking projects, women empowerment, youth develop-
ment, health, start-ups and strengthening social welfare schemes. Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
presented a Rs 7,69,467 crore Budget in the Assembly, and said Ladki Bahin Yojana will continue with 
adequate allocation for the scheme targeted at poorer women, who get Rs 1,500 a month.

VEHICLES SET ABLAZE, MASSIVE PROTEST BLOCKS ROAD IN UTTAM NAGAR
NEW DELHI: Tension escalated in southwest Delhi’s Uttam Nagar Friday as a car and a motorcycle were set on 
fi re, and a massive protest by Hindu political outfi ts blocked traffi c for several hours here, following the death of 
a 26-year-old man in a clash during Holi celebrations. According to police sources, members of the Bajrang Dal 
and Vishwa Hindu Parishad staged a protest under the Uttam Nagar East metro station, blocking the main road 
and bringing traffi c to a standstill for hours as they demanded strict action against those involved in the killing. 

STUDENT STABBED TO DEATH BY CLASSMATE 
DAMOH (MP): A Class X student was stabbed to death allegedly by his 
classmate outside an examination centre in Damoh district of Madhya Pradesh 
Friday, a police offi cial said. Rishi Ahirwar (14) had come out after completing 
the fi nal paper of the exams at the private co-education school at 12 noon when 
the incident took place, Kotwali Station House Offi cer Manish Kumar said. 
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REUTERS

Washington, March 6: The US 
Justice Department released 
FBI records Thursday that 
summarize interviews of an un-
identifi ed woman in which she 
made accusations against Pres-
ident Donald Trump related to 
an alleged sexual encounter.

FBI agents interviewed the 
woman four times in 2019 as 
part of their investigation into 
accused sex traffi cker Jeffrey 
Epstein. The Justice Depart-
ment had previously released 
a log confi rming that the inter-
views took place but released a 
summary of only one of those 
four meetings, in which she ac-
cused Epstein of molesting her 
when she was a teenager.

The newly disclosed records, 
which were posted on the de-
partment’s website Thursday, 
show she also claimed Trump 
attempted to force her to per-
form oral sex after Epstein 
introduced her to the future 
president in New York or New 
Jersey in the 1980s when she 
was between 13 and 15 years old.

The White House did not im-
mediately respond to questions 
about the disclosures. Politico, 
which fi rst reported the disclo-
sures, said White House press 
secretary Karoline Leavitt 
called the woman’s claims 
“completely baseless accusa-
tions, backed by zero credible 
evidence.”

The Justice Department has 
cautioned that some of the doc-
uments include “untrue and 
sensationalist claims made 
against President Trump.” Re-
uters could not independently 
confi rm the accuracy of the 
woman’s allegations, and FBI 
records suggest agents stopped 
speaking with her in 2019.

The Justice Department said 
in a post on the social media 
platform X that the records it 
released Thursday were among 
15 documents that it had “incor-
rectly coded as duplicative” and 
not published as a result.

The disclosure comes as the 
Justice Department faces scru-
tiny in Congress over its han-
dling of documents from the Ep-
stein investigation, which it is 
required to make public. Dem-
ocrats have accused Trump’s 
administration of concealing 
records related to Trump, and a 
committee in the House of Rep-
resentatives voted to subpoena 
Attorney General Pam Bondi so 

lawmakers can question her 
about how the government is 
handling the disclosures.

Trump has said his associa-
tion with Epstein ended in the 
mid-2000s and that he was never 
aware of the fi nancier’s sexual 
abuse. Records previously re-
leased by the department show 
Trump fl ew several times on Ep-
stein’s plane in the 1990s, which 
Trump has denied. After the fi -
nancier was fi rst accused of sex-
ual misconduct, Trump called 
the police chief in Palm Beach 
to say that “everyone has known 
he’s been doing this,” according 
to an FBI interview record. 

In the report of the wom-
an’s fi nal, conducted in Oc-
tober 2019, during Trump’s 
fi rst presidency, agents asked 
whether she would be willing 
to provide more information 
about Trump. In response, the 
agent wrote, she “asked what 
the point would be of providing 
the information at this point in 
her life when there was a strong 
possibility nothing could be do-
ne about it.”

NEWLY RELEASED EPSTEIN FILES

Assaulted by Trump as minor: Woman
Justice Department releases missing FBI interviews in Epstein 

fi les with woman who made claims against Trump

Justice Department releases 
missing Epstein records 

containing sexual allegations 
against Trump

White House denies 
unidentifi ed woman's claims 

as baseless and lacking evidence

Justice Department faces 
scrutiny over handling of Epstein 

investigation documents

REUTERS

Kabul, March 6: Pakistani 
and Afghan troops exchanged 
fi re at dozens of points along 
their border Friday as the UN 
said their week-old confl ict has 
forced the displacement of more 
than 100,000 people.

The South Asian nations 
show no signs of rapproche-
ment in their worst fi ghting in 
years, adding to the volatility in 
a region also contending with 
US and Israeli strikes on Iran 
- a nation that borders both Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan.

Combat has included Paki-
stani air strikes on Taliban 
government installations, such 
as the Bagram air base north of 
the Afghan capital Kabul.

Afghanistan’s Ministry of De-
fense said Taliban forces struck 
Pakistani military installa-
tions in more than two dozen 
locations along the 2,600-km 
(1,600-mile) border, destroying 
14 posts and shooting down a 
drone.

It said seven Afghan civilians 
and three Taliban fi ghters were 
killed in overnight fi ghting.

Pakistani security sources 
said they carried out ground 
and air operations against 
military targets including 
Kandahar, the heartland of the 
Taliban and where its core lead-
ership resides, and destroyed 
several Afghan border posts.

Dozens gathered in Kabul 
Friday to protest Pakistan’s 
attacks on Afghan territory, 
chanting anti-Pakistan slo-
gans, a witness said, while 
the Bakhter news agency said 
a large gathering in Lagh-
man Province demonstrated 
against Pakistan’s recent 
attacks. People living in bor-
der towns have told Reuters 
that troops begin exchanging 
heavy shelling after sunset, 
placing homes in the firing 
line just as families sit down 
to break their fast in the holy 
month of Ramadan.

Pakistani, Afghan 
border forces clash

REUTERS

Beirut/Jerusalem, March 6: 
Israeli airstrikes pounded the 
southern suburbs of Beirut 
overnight and Friday, smash-
ing up city streets in an esca-
lating confl ict with Iran-backed 
Hezbollah that has sent tens of 
thousands of Lebanese from 
their homes.

Israel ordered everyone in 
the densely-populated sub-
urbs, a Hezbollah stronghold, to 
leave before launching strikes 
that lit up the night sky. It ear-
lier warned civilians to quit 
swathes of southern and east-
ern Lebanon, not just areas 
near its borders.

They were the widest evacua-
tion orders ever given by Israel 
against Lebanon and prompted 
a huge exodus of people before 
bombardments that turned 
buildings into rubble and 
took the facades off apartment 
blocks.

“We’re sleeping here in the 
streets - some in cars, some on 
the street, some on the beach,” 
said Jamal Seifeddin, 43, who 
spent the night outside in the 
capital’s downtown district.

“I’ve never slept on the 
ground like this. I’ve been 
forced to. No one even brought 
a blanket,” he said.
FIGHTING IN THE SOUTH

Hezbollah said Friday morn-
ing it was fi ghting an Israeli 
ground incursion in the south, 
targeting a gathering of mili-
tary vehicles near the town of 
Khiyam, and telling residents 
of Israeli communities near the 
border to leave.

Lebanon was pulled into the 
war in the Middle East Monday, 
when Hezbollah fi red rockets 
at Israel that ignited a new 
Israeli offensive against the 
Shi’ite Muslim group – Iran’s 
most powerful regional ally - 15 
months after their 2024 war.

Israeli attacks on Hezbollah 
will likely continue even if its 
joint air war with Iran were to 
end, a source briefed on Isra-
el’s military strategy has told 
Reuters.

A separate, Lebanese, secu-
rity source said, “This is about 
ending Hezbollah once and for 
all”, raising the prospect of a 
longer confl ict in the country, 

where Hezbollah, while di-
minished, remains a powerful 
force.
ISRAEL SAYS IT TARGETS HEZ-
BOLLAH FACILITIES

An Israeli military offi cial 
said several waves of strikes 
were launched against Hezbol-
lah in the southern suburbs, 
striking about 115 targets in-
cluding in residential buildings 
that the offi cial said the group 
used as headquarters.

Israeli airstrikes have also 
targeted Tripoli in the north 
of Lebanon, Tyre, Sidon and 
Nabatieh in the south, and 
Baalbek in the east, the offi -
cial said. Israeli military vid-
eo showed what it said were 
strikes on command centres 
and weapons facilities in Leb-
anon. Reuters could not in-
dependently confi rm that the 
buildings Israel hit did contain 
command centres or weapons 
facilities.

Israel’s military also told peo-
ple in four towns in Lebanon’s 
eastern Bekaa valley to leave 
Friday, the latest in a series 
of orders that an international 
aid offi cial said had reached an 
extent never seen before.

“What we saw in the last 
couple of days is, I would say 
... unprecedented in terms of 
the scale here in Lebanon of 
the warnings, the displace-
ment orders, and the reaction, 
the panic also, that this has 
all created,” Imran Riza, UN 
Humanitarian Coordinator in 
Lebanon, told Reuters.

The fi ghting was triggered 
by the Israeli and US strikes 
against Iran a week ago that 
killed the country’s supreme 
leader, a fi gurehead for Hez-
bollah, and set the Middle East 
ablaze.

Hezbollah, a Shi’ite Muslim 
group established by Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards in 1982, 

was badly weakened by Israel 
during the 2024 war and has 
been under pressure over the 
past year to demilitarise and 
give up its weapons.

The Lebanese health min-
istry has reported 123 people 
killed and another 683 wound-
ed as a result of Israeli attacks 
this week. Its fi gures do not 
distinguish between civilians 
and combatants.

The UN refugee agency said 
Friday that nearly 100,000 peo-
ple had already been displaced 
into shelters in Lebanon. That 
estimate may rise sharply, 
as the population of Beirut’s 
southern suburbs that Israel 
has said should be entirely 
emptied numbers in the hun-
dreds of thousands.

The UN human rights chief 
Volker Turk criticised Israel’s 
evacuation orders, saying they 
raised serious concern under 
international humanitarian 

law.
HEZBOLLAH TELLS ISRAELIS TO 
FLEE THEIR HOMES

Hezbollah, in a message 
published in Hebrew on its 
Telegram channel early Fri-
day, warned Israelis to leave 
towns within 5 km (3 miles) of 
the border.

“Your military’s aggression 
against Lebanese sovereignty 
and safe citizens, the destruc-
tion of civilian infrastructure 
and the expulsion campaign it 
is carrying out will not go un-
challenged,” Hezbollah said.

During fi ghting between Hez-
bollah and Israel in 2024, tens of 
thousands of Israelis were evac-
uated from towns in the border 
area but many have since re-
turned. Israeli offi cials have 
previously said there are no 
plans to remove them for now.

There have been no reported 
fatalities in Israel as a result of 
Hezbollah attacks.

Israeli airstrikes pound Beirut
DAY 7: MIDDLE EAST CRISIS ESCALATES

Major strikes on 
southern Beirut

Growing offensive in 
south Lebanon

Huge numbers 
fl eeing homes

Israeli attacks on 
Hezbollah may outlast 

Iran war, source says

REUTERS

Galle, Sri Lanka, March 6: 
Sri Lankan authorities said 
Friday they were escorting a 
second Iranian naval vessel to 
harbour and moving 208 of its 
crew to a camp, two days after a 
US submarine sank an Iranian 
warship in the same area.

President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake said his island 
nation had a “humanitarian 
responsibility” to take in the 
crew, as the US and Israeli 
war with Iran raged, wreaking 
havoc on global markets and 
disrupting trade and travel.

The Sri Lankan Navy iden-
tifi ed the second Iranian ship 
as naval auxiliary vessel IRIS 
Booshehr.
SECOND IRAN SHIP HAD ENGINE 
PROBLEMS

Iranian sailors were seen 
dragging suitcases and carrying 
bags as they disembarked in Sri 
Lanka, in pictures shared by the 
Presidential Media Division. 
Other images showed Sri Lankan 
navy tug boats and naval vessels 
approaching the Booshehr, which 
Dissanayake earlier said would 
be moved to the Trincomalee har-
bour on the eastern coast.

“About 15 crewmen are still 
aboard the Iranian ship to help 
with navigation,” a Sri Lankan 
government source said.

The ship was experiencing 
engine problems, that source 
and another government offi -
cial said. Both asked not to be 
named given the sensitivity of 
the issue. The crew was brought 
to the port in Sri Lanka’s com-
mercial capital Colombo where 

they had medical check-ups and 
were then moved in groups to a 
navy camp in Welisara, about 
18 km (10 miles) away, the offi -
cials added.
IRAN THANKS SRI LANKA

The ship Booshehr, which had 
found itself stranded in Sri Lan-
ka’s exclusive economic zone 
outside its maritime boundary, 
reached the area a day after the 
Iranian warship IRIS Dena was 
sunk while returning from India 
after a naval exercise.

Dena was hit by a torpedo 
from a US submarine in the In-
dian Ocean, about 19 nautical 
miles off Sri Lanka’s coast, kill-
ing 87 people on board and dra-
matically widening the scope of 
the US-Israeli war on Iran.

Iran’s foreign minister 
thanked Sri Lanka for helping 
rescue survivors from the war-
ship. “That vessel ... was cere-
monial, unloaded, unarmed,” 
Iranian Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Saeed Khatibzadeh told 
reporters in New Delhi, where 
he is attending a conference.

Both Washington and Teh-
ran are key trade partners for 
Sri Lanka. The United States 
accounts for about 40% of its 
apparel exports and Iran is one 
of its main tea buyers.

Smoke billows after reported strikes on Beirut’s southern suburbs, following an escalation between Hezbollah and Israel amid the US-Israeli confl ict with 
Iran, as seen from Baabda, Lebanon REUTERS

Sri Lanka moving 208 
rescued Iranian ship 
crew to naval camp

Sri Lanka aids Iranian vessel 
amid US-Iran confl ict

Vessel reported stranded after 
US sub sank Iran battleship

Island had ‘humanitarian 
responsibility,’ president says

Iran says battleship unarmed, 
thanks Sri Lanka for rescue

REUTERS

Baku, March 6: Azerbaijan is 
evacuating its diplomats from 
Iran for their own safety, For-
eign Minister Jeyhun Bayram-
ov said Friday, a day after Baku 
said four Iranian drones had 
crossed its border and injured 
four people in the Nakhchivan 
exclave.

Speaking at a news confer-
ence in Baku, Bayramov said 
that Azerbaijan was evacuating 
employees from its embassy in 
Tehran and its consulate gener-
al in Tabriz, the largest city in 
Iran’s northwest, where many 
ethnic Azerbaijanis live.

“On the orders of President 
Ilham Aliyev, instructions have 
been given to evacuate our em-
bassy in Tehran and the con-
sulate general in Tabriz from 
Iran, and these instructions are 
already being implemented. We 
cannot put the lives of our peo-
ple at risk,” he said.

Azerbaijan reacted angrily 
Thursday to what it said was 
an incursion by Iranian drones 
into its Nakhchivan exclave, 
with President Aliyev threat-
ening retaliation. Iran said it 
had not launched the drones.

The two countries have long 
had tense relations, with Azer-
baijan’s close relations with 
Israel drawing Tehran’s ire.

Azerbaijan shares a majority 
Shi’ite Islamic faith with Iran, 
but its government is fi rmly 
secular.

Azerbaijan evacuating 
its diplomats from Iran 
for their own safety

REUTERS

Washington, March 6: Presi-
dent Donald Trump said Thurs-
day he was not concerned about 
rising US gas prices driven by 
the widening Iran confl ict, 
telling Reuters in an exclusive 
interview that the US military 
operation was his priority.

“I don’t have any concern 
about it,” he said, when asked 
about the higher prices at the 
pump. “They’ll drop very rap-
idly when this is over, and if 
they rise, they rise, but this is 
far more important than having 
gasoline prices go up a little bit.”

The comments mark a shift in 
tone for the president, who touted 
a drop in gas prices in his State 
of the Union address last month 
and at a Texas rally focused on 
energy that took place just hours 
before the US launched its air 
strikes  Saturday.

Political analysts say a per-
sistent rise in gas prices could 
hurt Republicans in the Novem-
ber midterm elections when 
control of the US Congress will 
be at stake. Voters are already 
unhappy about the high cost of 
living and Trump’s steward-
ship of the economy.

Despite Trump’s public ef-
forts to play down the price ris-
es, White House Chief of Staff 
Susie Wiles and Energy Secre-
tary Chris Wright have both 
engaged with oil CEOs to gauge 
possible options on combating 
rising energy prices, White 
House press secretary Karoline 
Leavitt said  Thursday.

Trump has outlined a four-to-
fi ve-week timeline for the mili-
tary campaign against Iran, but 
political and military experts 
have questioned it, noting that 
the US government has yet to 
articulate its end goal while the 
confl ict continues to spread to 
the region and beyond.

Global oil prices have jumped 
16% since the war started Sat-
urday, as the spreading confl ict 
disrupted Middle East supplies.

The national average cost of 
gas has risen 27 cents since last 
week to $3.25 per gallon, accord-
ing to AAA, a US travel organi-
zation that tracks fuel prices. 
The current national average is 
15 cents higher than a year ago.

Trump said the costs “hav-
en’t risen very much.”

Wall Street’s main indexes 
fell Friday, with the fi nan-
cials-heavy Dow at a more than 
three-month low, as the con-
fl ict raging in the Middle East 
threatened to fuel infl ation and 
data showed the economy unex-
pectedly shed jobs in February.

The data pointing to a weak-
ening jobs market came amid 
a strike by healthcare workers 
and harsh winter weather. The 
unemployment rate increased 
to 4.4%.

Despite the gloomy mood, US 
stocks have fared better than 
their Asian and European coun-
terparts this week. Also sup-
porting sentiment, the United 
States is perceived to be better 
shielded from energy shocks as 
it is a net exporter of oil.

Trump downplays
gas price surge

Rising fuel costs pose 
political risks

Trump rules out tapping 
the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve

White House believes price 
shock will be short-lived
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business
ASHOK LEYLAND OFFICIAL SPONSOR FOR CSK
Hinduja Group fl agship company Ashok Leyland has 
become the offi cial sponsor for the fi ve-time IPL 
Champions, the Chennai Super Kings, a top offi cial 
said Friday. As part of the strategic partnership, the 
logo of the city-headquartered heavy commercial 
vehicle maker would feature prominently on the front 
right of the IPL franchise's popular yellow jersey

We have an 
ambition to be 
profi table by the 
end of FY28
PATRIK ANTONI | 
CEO, IKEA INDIA

Forex kitty at peak
Mumbai: India's forex 
reserves jumped $4.885 
billion to an all-time high of 
$728.494 billion during the 
week ended February 27, the 
Reserve Bank said Friday. 
In the previous reporting 
week, the overall reserves 
had dropped $2.119 billion to 
$723.608 billion. The previous 
all time high for the kitty 
was $725.727 billion during 
the week ended February 
13 this year. For the week 
ended February 27, foreign 
currency assets, a major 
component of the reserves, 
increased $561 million to 
$573.125 billion, the data 
released by the central bank 
showed. Value of the gold 
reserves increased $4.141 
billion to $131.630 billion 
during the week, the RBI 
said. The Special Drawing 
Rights (SDRs) were up $26 
million to $18.87 billion, 
the apex bank said. India's 
reserve position with the IMF 
was also up $158 million to 
$4.87 billion in the reporting 
week, according to the apex 
bank's data.

Flipkart sacks 300 
New Delhi: E-commerce 
major Flipkart has trimmed 
its workforce by 250-300 
employees following 
its annual performance 
review, sources familiar 
with the matter said Friday. 
The job cuts, which span 
multiple departments and 
employee levels, come as 
the Walmart-backed fi rm 
continues senior-level 
hiring ahead of its planned 
initial public offering (IPO). 
"Flipkart conducts regular 
performance reviews 
aligned with clearly defi ned 
expectations. As part of this 
process, a small percentage 
of employees may transition 
from the organisation. We 
are supporting affected 
employees with transition 
support," Flipkart said 
in a statement, without 
specifying the number of 
employees impacted in 
the exercise.

EV registrations rise
New Delhi: Electric 
passenger vehicle retail 
sales rose 44 per cent 
year-on-year in February, 
dealer's body FADA said 
Friday. The overall sales 
rose to 13,733 units last 
month as against 9,505 
units in the year-ago period. 
Tata Motors led the space 
with registrations of 5,568 
units, up 38.5 per cent as 
compared with 4,020 units 
in February last year. 

SHORT TAKES

We are seeing 
encouraging 
momentum 

in how women 
are being hired 
across India. 
Opportunities are 
expanding beyond entry-level roles 
into senior positions, higher salary 
brackets, and growing talent hubs 
across tier II cities

ANUPAMA BHIMRAJKA | 
VP – MARKETING, FOUNDIT

From a global 
reference, 
India's fun-

damentals are on 
the high trajectory 
of growth and the 
government is 
taking a very sensible approach. 
We have set a fi scal defi cit target 
of 4.3 per cent, instead of 4.4 per 
cent, so we haven't taken very 
exuberant targets, which gives 
confi dence 

AJAY SETHI | MANAGING PARTNER, 
BAKER TILLY ASA

uoteu

Customer 
experience 
in India is at 

an infl ection point. 
Enterprises have 
invested in AI, but 
the underlying 
infrastructure, a chaos of 
fragmented systems, disconnect-
ed data and siloed workfl ows, is 
holding them back

SUMEET MATHUR | 
SENIOR VP AND MD, SERVICENOW

REUTERS

Chennai, March 6: Interna-
tional music concerts and mar-
quee sporting events are fast 
becoming a key growth driver 
for India's hotel industry, as 
younger consumers increas-
ingly prioritise live experiences 
over big-ticket shopping, hotel 
executives said.

From pop star Dua Lipa to 
rapper Ye, global artists are 
adding India to their tour calen-
dars, fi lling hotel rooms just as 
corporate travel demand from 
IT services providers shows 
signs of cooling amid tighter 
spending, according to at least 
three executives.

"We are now in the economy 
of experiences," Alan Watts, 
president of Hilton's Asia Pa-
cifi c business, told Reuters.

The effect has been hard to 
miss in host cities.

British rock band Coldplay's 
Ahmedabad show last year 
drew tens of thousands of fans, 
making the concert day the 
city's busiest for metro traffi c 
and air arrivals and generat-

ing about $70 million in 
economic gains, industry 
data showed.

The momentum is under-
pinned by a rapidly expanding 
live events industry. India's 

$5.69 billion event 
and exhibition 
market is fore-
cast to grow to 
$9.04 billion by 
2031, according 
to Mordor Intel-

ligence.
Hotels are ad-

justing according-
ly. Lemon Tree Ho-

tels, one of India's largest 
mid-priced chains, is weighing 
proximity to concert halls and 
stadiums more heavily when 

scouting new locations.
"It will increasingly become 

important for everybody in 
the hotel industry," said Lem-
on Tree Hotels CEO Neelendra 
Singh.

Beyond music, cricket and 
other big-ticket sporting events 
are fuelling sharp, multi-day 
spikes in demand.

Every time there is a cricket 
match — in Ahmedabad, for 
instance — the spike is "phe-
nomenal," said Nikhil Shar-
ma, managing director and 
operating chief for South Asia 
at Radisson Hotel Group.

But some executives were 
more skeptical.

"You need sustained event 
programming through the 
year for it to have meaningful 
impact (to the bottom line)," 
said Arjun Baljee, president of 
Royal Orchid Hotels.

Beyond music, cricket and other 
big-ticket sporting events are 
fuelling sharp, multi-day spikes 
in demand

India's $5.69bn event and 
exhibition market is forecast 
to grow to $9.04bn by 2031, 
according to Mordor Intelligence

As live events boom, India's hotels ride the experience economy

Cold-
play has 

changed the game 
by coming to India. 

Concerts are going to be 
very helpful in terms of 
improving occupancies

VIJAY DEWAN | MD, APEEJAY 
SURRENDRA PARK 

HOTELS

REUTERS

Morbi, March 6: India's Rs 
650 billion ($7 billion) ceramics 
and tiles industry risks grind-
ing to a halt as the escalating 
Middle East confl ict crimps 
fuel supplies, threatening 
hundreds of thousands of live-
lihoods, industry offi cials said.

Morbi, in Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's home state of 
Gujarat in India's west, is one of 
the world's largest ceramic man-
ufacturing hubs and the back-
bone of India's tile industry.

The US and Israel's war on 
Iran has disrupted fuel ship-
ments from the Middle East, 
hitting an industry that relies 
on propane and natural gas to 
fi re its kilns.

Many of the cluster's roughly 
800 ceramic units, which pro-
duce tiles, sanitary ware and 
other products, have been hit 
by fuel supply cuts and a pause 
in exports to the Middle East, 
the offi cials said.

Several using propane have 
already shut or are close to 
shutting operations due to 
shortages, while arranging on-

site food and lodging to retain 
workers during the stoppage.

Some companies that depend 
on natural gas have begun re-
ceiving force majeure notices 
from suppliers, forcing them to 
suspend production.

Tiles and bathware maker 
Asian Granito said in a fi ling 
Friday that it was evaluating 
alternative fuels and opera-
tional measures to soften the 
impact.

"If the fuel supply situation 
does not improve, all ceramic 
units in Morbi will observe 
a collective shutdown after 
March 15," said Manoj Ar-
vadiya, president of the Morbi 

Ceramic Association.
The industry is also unable 

to ship fi nished goods to the 
Middle East, which normally 
takes about a quarter of Mor-
bi's 30,000 monthly export con-
tainers. "These shipments have 
come to a complete halt," said 
Niraj Kundariya, chief of glob-
al sales at Win-Tel Ceramics.

Shipping companies have 
also hiked freight charges by 
20–30 times, making exports 
unviable, he added.

The industry has also urged 
the Gujarat state government 
to allow coal gasifi ers - which 
convert coal into gas used as 
industrial fuel - as an alterna-
tive. Authorities banned them 
in Morbi in 2019 to curb air 
pollution.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 6: The gov-
ernment invoked sparingly used 
emergency powers to direct oil 
refi neries to ramp up LPG pro-
duction as it looks to increase the 
availability of domestic cooking 
gas to hedge against potential 
disruptions from the widening 
Middle East confl ict.

India consumed 31.3 
million tonne of LPG 
in 2024-25, of which on-
ly 12.8 million tonnes 
were produced do-
mestically, with the 
remainder imported. 
Imports have become increas-
ingly vulnerable as 85-90 per 
cent come from countries like 
Saudi Arabia that rely on the 
narrow but critical Strait of 
Hormuz for transit. The Strait 
has been effectively blocked fol-
lowing a week-old escalation in 
the region, after US and Israeli 
strikes on Iran prompted Tehran 
to retaliate against US bases in 
neighbouring countries.

While India has surplus oil re-

fi ning capacity, it is short in LPG 
production. And now all public 
and private sector refi ners have 
been asked to "maximise and en-
sure that propane and butane 
streams produced... are utilised 
for production of liquefi ed petro-
leum gas (LPG)," according to an 
oil ministry order of March 5.

LPG is a mixture of propane 
and butane. The order, 
issued under the pow-
ers derived from the 
Essential Commodities 
Act of 1955 (popularly 
called ESMA), asked 
the refi ners to make 
such LPG produced 

available to three public sector 
oil marketing companies - Indi-
an Oil Corporation (IOC), Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BP-
CL) and Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) only.

"All oil refi ning companies shall 
not divert, utilise, process, crack, 
convert or otherwise employ pro-
pane or butane stream for the man-
ufacture of petrochemical products 
or other such downstream deriva-
tives," the order said.

MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN

RBI DEPLOYS $12BN 
TO DEFEND RUPEE 
Mumbai: India's central bank has 
mounted an aggressive defence of 
the rupee this week, deploying an 
estimated $12 billion to contain 
the fallout from an escalating 
Middle East war that has 
pummelled markets and pushed 
the Asian currency to an all-time 
low, according to seven bankers.
The figure is the median of 
estimates bankers shared with 
Reuters, with the projections 
ranging from $9 billion to more 
than $15 billion. The scale of 
the intervention underscores 
the challenge the Reserve Bank 
of India faces in containing 
volatility triggered by the Middle 
East conflict that has entered 
its seventh day. The conflict 
has widened across the Gulf, 
pushing oil prices up about 16% 
this week, leading to $2 billion 
of foreign outflows from Indian 
equities and spurring importers 
to increase hedges of near-term 
payment obligations. The RBI’s 
heavy intervention comes 
against the backdrop of India’s 
foreign-exchange reserves, 
which at over $723 billion, are 
among the largest in the world. 
All the bankers spoke 
on condition of anonymity as 
they are not authorised to 
speak publicly.

Gold dips to `1.64L/10g; silver slips to `2.71L/kg
Gold prices declined Rs 1,100 to Rs 1.64 lakh per 10 grams 

in the national capital Friday as traders booked profi ts at 
elevated levels for the second straight session, while silver 
also slipped to Rs 2.71 lakh per kilogram. According to the All 
India Sarafa Association, the yellow metal of 99.9 per cent 
purity depreciated Rs 1,100, or nearly 1 per cent, to Rs 1,64,100 
per 10 grams (inclusive of all taxes). Silver also fell Rs 600 to 
Rs 2,71,700 per kg (inclusive of all taxes) in the bullion market. 
Analysts said traders locked in gains after the recent sharp 
rally in precious metal prices, even as global trends remained 
mixed. However, in the international markets, bullion prices 
were trading higher on renewed safe-haven demand, with spot 
gold gaining $14.70, or 0.29 per cent, to $5,095.81 per ounce, 
while silver increasing 1.4 per cent to $83.40 per ounce.

Ceramics, tiles sector 
faces shutdown

Govt invokes 
ESMA powers

Centre orders 
refi ners to 

ramp up LPG 
production

The US and Israel's 
war on Iran has 
disrupted fuel 

shipments from the 
Middle East, hitting an 
industry that relies on 

propane and 
natural gas to fi re 

its kilns

Ceramics hub in India's Morbi 
struggling with fuel shortages

Could shut down after March 15 if 
no improvement: Offi cial 

 $7 billion industry supports 
hundreds of thousands of jobs

Restarting production 
without certainty of fuel 
availability is economi-

cally unviable. The present 
situation could possibly be 
worse than the Covid-19 
period for the industry
HITESH DETROJA | CHIEF, LEXUS GRANITO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 6: Cel-
ebrating the timeless elegance, 
strength, and grace of women, 
Khimji Jewellers has announced 
a special three-day campaign 
dedicated to women, offering 
exclusive benefi ts on its exqui-
site natural diamond collections. 

The campaign, aligned with 
the spirit of International Wom-
en’s Day, will be held across all 
Khimji Jewellers stores from 
March 6 to 8.

As part of the celebration, 
Khimji Jewellers is offering a 
fl at 100% discount on making 
charges of diamond jewellery, 
specially curated for wom-
en. The limited-period offer 
refl ects the brand’s effort to 
honour the individuality and 
brilliance of women through 
its elegant natural diamond 
creations.

The campaign highlights 
the idea that every woman is 
unique, resilient, and precious—
just like a natural diamond. 
From statement diamond neck-
laces and contemporary rings to 
delicate pendants and everyday 
luxury pieces, the collection 
has been designed to comple-
ment modern lifestyles while 

preserving the timeless appeal 
of fi ne jewellery.

In addition to the special 
offer, Khimji Jewellers stores 
will host a day fi lled with en-
gaging activities, celebrations, 
and customer interactions, 
creating a festive shopping 
experience. Women visiting 
the stores will also get an op-
portunity to participate in fun 
activities and stand a chance to 
be recognised as the “Woman 
of the Day.”

Speaking on the initiative, 
Mitesh Khimji, Managing Di-
rector of Khimji Jewellers, 
said: “At Khimji Jewellers, 
we believe every woman is as 
rare and radiant as a natural 
diamond. Through this special 
celebration, we want to honour 
the strength, grace, and achieve-
ments of women while offering 
them jewellery that refl ects 
their brilliance. Our diamond 
collections are crafted to cele-
brate life’s precious moments 
and the remarkable women who 
make them meaningful.”

Khimji celebrates womanhood 
with special diamond offer Foreign outfl ows 

from IT stocks at 
seven-month high 
REUTERS

Mumbai, March 6: Foreign 
outfl ows from India's informa-
tion technology stocks hit a 
seven-month high in Febru-
ary, on worries that artificial 
intelligence-led disruption 
could squeeze earnings.

Foreign portfolio investors 
sold IT stocks worth Rs 169.49 
billion ($1.85 billion) for the 
month. That triggered a 
19.5% drop in the IT index, 
its worst monthly perfor-
mance since September 2008, 
when the global financial cri-
sis upended equity markets, 
National Securities Depos-
itory (NSDL) data showed 
Friday.

The 10 constituents of the 
index lost about $62.8 billion 
in market capitalisation in 
February after US firms such 
as Anthropic and Palantir 
unveiled key updates in AI 
automation. Last year, FPIs 
offloaded a record Rs 750 bil-
lion ($8.18 billion) of IT stocks 
on weaker earnings and softer 
client spending.

"The IT sector is facing mul-
tiple headwinds, particularly 
from the rapid advancement 
of AI tools," said Piyush Gup-
ta, fund manager at Alpha-
Grep Investment Manage-
ment.

Constructive collaborations 
between Indian IT firms and 
global AI leaders, such as the 
strategic partnership between 
Infosys and Anthropic, and 
improvement in earnings in 
the sector will be crucial to 
restore FPI interest in the 
sector, according to three an-
alysts.

Yet, February was not a 
one-way risk-off story. FPIs 
rotated aggressively into 
other pockets of the market, 
lifting overall inflows to Rs 
226.15 billion, the highest in 
17 months since September 
2024.

FPIs net sold Rs 175.70 bil-
lion of shares in just four ses-
sions in March as the escalat-
ing US-Israeli war with Iran 
spiked oil prices and squeezed 
global risk appetite.

AI SHOCKWAVES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 6: Nis-
san Motor India has introduced 
its new compact MPV, the Nis-
san Gravite, in the Indian mar-
ket with a starting price of Rs 
5.65 lakh (ex-showroom). The 
model was also unveiled at the 
Jahnavi Nissan Showroom Fri-
day, marking a fresh push by 
the automaker to strengthen its 
presence in the country.

Designed and manufactured 
in India, the Gravite is target-
ed at modern Indian families, 
offering fl exible seating confi g-
urations for two to seven pas-
sengers along with practical 
luggage space. Company offi -
cials said the vehicle refl ects 
Nissan’s renewed focus on 
delivering affordable and fam-
ily-oriented mobility solutions 
tailored to domestic buyers.

The MPV adopts Nissan’s 
signature “C” design language, 
giving it a bold and contempo-
rary look. Exterior highlights 
include strong character lines, 
large wheels, high ground 
clearance and a prominent 
front grille fi nished in piano 
black. The vehicle also features 
all-round LED lighting, includ-
ing LED headlamps, tail lamps 
and fog lamps.

Inside, the Gravite offers a 

spacious three-row cabin with 
premium upholstery and im-
proved legroom and headroom. 
Boot capacity varies depend-
ing on the seating confi gura-
tion—625 litres in the fi ve-seater 
layout, 320 litres in the six-seat-
er confi guration and 84 litres in 
the seven-seater variant.

Safety features have also 
been emphasised, with more 
than 30 standard safety ele-
ments included in the MPV. 
These include six airbags, Elec-
tronic Stability Control (ESC) 
and Hill Start Assist, among 
others.

Powering the Gravite is a 
1.0-litre three-cylinder petrol 
engine that produces 72 PS of 
power and 96 Nm of torque. The 
engine is paired with either a 
fi ve-speed manual transmis-

sion or a fi ve-speed automated 
manual transmission (AMT). 
According to the company, the 
manual variant delivers a mile-
age of 19.3 km per litre, while 
the AMT version offers 19.6 km 
per litre.

The vehicle will be available 
in several colour options, in-
cluding Forest Green, Onyx 
Black and Blade Silver.

The launch event was attend-
ed by several dignitaries, in-
cluding Padmanava Pattanaik, 
President of Pahal; Prashant 
Bhatnagar, DGM Marketing at 
Nissan Motor; Yuvraj Patil, Re-
gional Head (East Zone) Nissan 
Motor; Amit Kumar Jaiswal, 
Managing Director of Jahnavi 
Automobiles; and Sanjay Pan-
da, GM – Sales and Operations 
at Jahnavi Nissan.

Nissan unveils all-new ‘Gravite’ MPV
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, March 6: Totten-
ham's Premier League survival 
hopes took another blow with a 
3-1 loss to Crystal Palace.

Spurs - one of the richest 
teams in Europe and a found-
ing member of the Premier 
League - is just one point above 
the relegation zone and without 
a domestic win in 2026.

Spurs' latest defeat was the 
fi fth in a row and the third un-
der new coach Igor Tudor, who 
was tasked with the responsi-
bility of turning the season 
around.

He watched as his team capit-
ulated in front of a home crowd 
at the Tottenham Hotspur Sta-
dium - conceding three goals in 
the fi rst half, having taken the 
lead and then gone down to 10 
men when Micky van de Ven 
was sent off.

Palace took full advantage 
by scoring three times in seven 
minutes before the break.

Ismaila Sarr struck twice - 
one from the penalty spot - with 
Jorgen Strand Larsen getting 
the other for the visitors.

That was after Solanke had 
given Spurs the lead in the 
34th minute. Van de Ven was 
red-carded four minutes later 
for bringing down Sarr in the 

box and Palace took control.
"I am very disappointed, like 

the fans," Tudor said.
"We know what the moment 

is and we need to keep working 
and believe.

"But after this game I believe 
more than before because I saw 
something in the team and in 

the dressing room after the 
game. When we will be com-
plete it will be good, I believe."

The deepening crisis at Tot-
tenham comes after winning 
the Europa League last season 
and advancing to the knockout 
stage of the Champions League 
this term, where it faces Atlet-
ico Madrid in the round of 16 
next week.But its desperate 
league form has carried on 
from last year when it fi nished 
one place above the relegation 
zone - its lowest fi nal position in 
the Premier League era.

Its plight also comes amid 
a tumultuous period when it 
has had seven managers in less 
than seven years.

Tottenham has spent only 
one season out of England's top 
fl ight since 1950 and has been 
an established member of the 
Premier League since the com-
petition's inception in 1992. It 
is a two-time English league 
champion and was a Champi-
ons League fi nalist in 2019.

PREMIER
 LEAGUE Spurs on brink of relegation

Tottenham lose again to Palace and face fi ght for league survival

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, March 6: West Indies 
players remained stranded in 
Kolkata for the fi fth straight 
day after their exit from the 
T20 World Cup as international 
airspace restrictions triggered 
by the US and Israeli strikes on 
Iran continued to disrupt travel 
plans.

While a charter fl ight has 
been arranged for the Carib-
bean side to return home, the 
local sources said the fi nal air 
traffi c approvals are awaited.

"WI & SA both teams' depar-
ture details still awaited," a 
Cricket Association of Bengal 
offi cial told PTI.

However, the offi cial said 
four South Africa players are 
likely to depart for New Zea-

land Friday night for an up-
coming bilateral series.

"Four SA players might leave 
for NZ tonight... formal details 
awaited," the offi cial added.

The Windies were knocked 
out of the T20 World Cup after 
India defeated them by fi ve 
wickets at the Eden Gardens 
Sunday.

South Africa's campaign in the 

T20 World Cup also ended after 
their defeat to New Zealand here 
in the fi rst semifi nal Wednesday. 
The Proteas are scheduled to take 
on the Kiwis in a fi ve-match T20I 
series in New Zealand beginning 
from March 15.

It is still not clear when the 
rest of the South Africa squad 
will depart from the city.

The Cricket West Indies had 

Thursday confi rmed that ar-
rangements were being made 
for a charter fl ight to take the 
team back home after they re-
mained stuck in the city for 
more than four days due to 
international airspace restric-
tions in the Gulf region.

"During a high-level call ear-
lier today involving CWI, ICC 
offi cials, a representative of 
team management, and a repre-
sentative of the players, it was 
confi rmed that a charter fl ight 
is currently being arranged 
for the team's departure from 
India, with the expected de-
parture scheduled within the 
next 24 hours," CWI had said 
in a statement. "The departure 
time remains subject to fi nal air 
traffi c approvals. The team re-
mains safe and well as arrange-
ments continue to be fi nalized," 
the governing body had added.

The CWI said it had been in 
constant touch with the play-
ers, team management and the 

International Cricket Council 
while working on travel ar-
rangements.

"While the situation remains 
complex and fl uid due to inter-
national airspace restrictions 
arising from security concerns 
in the Gulf region, CWI assures 
the public that every precau-
tion is being taken to ensure the 
safe return of the team to the 
Caribbean," the board had said.

The development had come 
hours after West Indies head 
coach Daren Sammy voiced 
his frustration over the delay 
on social media in a post that 
he "just wanna go home".

Following the arrangement 
he had posted "Got an update. 
That's all WI wanted."

Zimbabwe players who were 
also stranded in India due to 
the same reason have begun 
returning home in batches after 
the ICC arranged alternative 
travel routes via Addis Ababa 
in Ethiopia.

MIDDLE EAST CRISIS
West Indies players remain stranded in Kolkata
Four SA players 
likely to leave 
for New Zealand

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 6: The 
National Rugby 15s Champi-
onship - Division 1 is all set to 
make its comeback, bringing to-
gether the country’s top men’s 
and women’s rugby clubs for a 
week of high-intensity action 
at the Kalinga Stadium in Bhu-
baneswar.

Organized by the Indian 
Rugby Football Union with the 
support of the Sports and Youth 
Services Department and the 
Odisha Rugby Football Associ-
ation, the tournament will be 
held from March 7 to 13.

The tournament will feature 
10 teams in the men’s competi-
tion and 6 teams in the women’s 
competition, bringing together 

some of the best club talent in 
the country, including historic 

rugby institutions like Bombay 
Gymkhana and Calcutta Crick-

et & Football Club alongside 
emerging powerhouses of In-
dian club rugby.

In the men’s competition, 
teams competing for the title in-
clude Delhi Hurricanes, Future 
Hope Harlequins, CC&FC, KISS 
RC, Rebels Rugby Club, Bombay 
Gymkhana, Sergeant Institute, 
Bangalore Rugby Club, Delhi 
Lions, and Odisha RC.

The women’s competition 
will feature Odisha RC, Delhi 
Hurricanes, Future Hope Harle-
quins, CC&FC, Rugby Warriors 
Kerala, and Chandigarh United, 
promising exciting matchups as 
clubs battle for the big prize.

The National Rugby 15s 

Championship is the biggest 
club rugby tournament in In-
dia, serving as a crucial plat-
form for emerging players to 
showcase their skills and earn 
selection opportunities for 
the national 15s setup. With 
scouts and national selectors 
closely monitoring perfor-
mances, the tournament con-
tinues to play a vital role in 
strengthening India’s rugby 
talent pipeline.

The previous edition held 
in 2024 saw Odisha RFC clinch 
the title in the women’s cate-
gory while Delhi Hurricanes 
emerged as Champions in the 
men’s competition.

NATIONAL RUGBY 
15s C'SHIP TOP CLUBS CLASH AT KALINGA STADIUM

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Perth, March 6: The Indian 
senior women’s national team 
will face the mighty Japan in 
their second Group C match of 
the AFC Women’s Asian Cup 
Australia 2026 at the Perth Rect-
angular Stadium in Perth, Aus-
tralia, Saturday. India currently 
stand third in the group despite 
the 1-2 loss against Vietnam in 
their fi rst match, after Japan 
defeated Chinese Taipei 2-0. 

Historically, Japan, eighth 
in the FIFA Women’s World 
Rankings, have had a clear ad-
vantage over the Blue Tigress-
es (ranked 67th), having won 
all three previous meetings. 
The Nadeshiko have scored 19 
times in these three meetings. 
The last one was a 0-7 loss in 
the Olympic qualifi ers in 2023.

India has had two days to re-
cover from their match against 
Vietnam, and getting the play-
ers back into prime condition 

for the Japan encounter is 
high on head coach Amelia 
Valverde’s list of priorities.

She said, “Of course, we will 
adapt to whatever situations 
arise. Right now, the fi rst focus 
has been recovery, because we 
had a very demanding match 
physically.

Valverde is wary of the threat 
that Japan, who have won the 
Asian Cup in 2014 and 2018, and 
the World Cup in 2011, pose.

WOMEN'S ASIAN CUP 2026

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Dubai, March 6: As T20 World 
Cup nears conclusion with In-
dia and New Zealand will lock 
horns in the summit clash 
Sunday at the Narendra Modi 
Stadium, the ICC has unveiled 
the best performers from the 
ongoing mega event who have 
made the Player of the Tourna-
ment shortlist. 

India's Sanju Samson is 
among the eight nominees 
which includes, Will Jacks 
(England), Sahibzada Farhan 
(Pakistan), Lungi Ngidi (South 
Africa), Aiden Markram (South 
Africa), Rachin Ravindra (New 
Zealand), Shadley van Schalk-
wyk (USA), Tim Seifert (New 
Zealand).

Samson is getting better with 
every showing at the T20 World 
Cup, with the right-hander hav-
ing delivered back-to-back Play-
er of the Match performances in 
India's last two fi xtures at the 
tournament.

He smashed an unbeaten 
97* from just 50 deliveries in 
a crucial Super Eights victory 
over the West Indies and then 
delivered for his country once 
gain in the knockout semi-fi nal 
when scoring a brisk 89 from 
42 balls.

In the four matches, the wick-
etkeeper batter scored 232 runs 
at an average of 77.33 and 201.73 
strike rate.

England’s Jacks won four 
Player of the Match honours, 
including in the crucial Super 
Eight clashes against Sri Lanka 
and New Zealand.

Farhan provided the silver 
lining in another mercurial 
Pakistan campaign. The open-
ing batter scored 383 runs in six 
innings to record the most runs 
scored in a single edition of a 
Men's T20 World Cup. He also 
became the fi rst player to score 
two centuries at an single edi-
tion of the Men’s T20 World Cup 
as he scored a hundred against 
Sri Lanka and Namibia.

Lungi Ngidi is a vital cog 
in South Africa’s pace battery 
and was their most consistent 
fast bowler at the ongoing T20 
World Cup. He began the tour-
nament with a four-wicket haul 
against Canada, and followed it 

up with a 3/26 against Afghani-
stan in the epic that was decid-
ed by two Super Overs. 

Aiden Markram was central 
to Proteas’ assured performanc-
es at this T20 World Cup, with 
the right-hander compiling 
three half-centuries across 
eight matches. 

A big-hitting batter, Rachin 
Ravindra has proved valuable 
to his side with the ball as well 
at this T20 World Cup. After 
their opening Super Eight clash 
against Pakistan was washed 
out, the left-arm spinner gave 
New Zealand the edge in the 
clash against Sri Lanka. 

Van Schalkwyk began 
T20 World Cup 2026 with a 
four-wicket haul against India 
February 7. He varied his pace 
to perfection to help reduce In-
dia to 77/6 at one point, though 
the co-hosts found a way out. 
In the next match against Pa-
kistan, the pacer returned with 
identical fi gures of 4/25.

Seifert has played a major 
part in New Zealand's run to 
the T20 World Cup decider, 
with the right-hander having 
amassed 274 runs across eight 
matches with a total of eight 
half-centuries.

Blue Tigresses to face dynamic 
Japan after Vietnam debacle

We know Japan are a 
team that really likes to 
keep possession, with a 

lot of dynamism. They like 
to dominate the game, but 
we have to prepare our own 
game. We hope to deliver a 
strong performance, to be 
very competitive again, as 
we were last Wednesday 
AMELIA VALVERDE | HEAD COACH, INDIA

T20 WORLD CUP

Sanju among eight 
nominees for Player 
of the Tournament

Aravindh fi nishes 2nd; 
Gukesh ends draught
Prague (Czech Republic): World Champion 
D Gukesh ended a winless streak, beating 
David Anton Guijarro of Spain in the ninth 
and fi nal round of the Masters section of 
the Prague International Chess festival 
that concluded here. But Aravindh 
Chithambaram sparkled in the last round 
as well, defeating David Navara of Czech 
Republic to fi nish joint second. After a 
string of draws and three losses earlier in 
the tournament, Gukesh was fi nally able 
to show his mettle in what was a well-
played game by the Indian ace. Guijarro, 
who succumbed to his third loss in a row, 
was no match for Gukesh in creativity 
and was grounded in the endgame. 
Meanwhile, Nodirbek Abdusattorov of 
Uzbekistan won the tournament after an 
easy draw with white against Hans Moke 
Niemann of United States. The Uzbek 
had earlier won the Tata Steel Masters 
in February and in another worthy 
performance he scored three victories 
and six draws to remain undefeated here. 
Parham Maghsoodloo of Iran, Jorden van 
Foreest of Holland and Aravindh scored an 
identical fi ve points to tie for the second 
spot. For Aravindh, it was an excellent 
recovery towards the end just while it 
looked like he was struggling. Against 
Navara, the Indian played his trademark 
complicated chess and was rewarded 
when he created threats on both sides of 
the board.

Pink-ball Test: Aus 
seize upper hand 
Perth: Australia seized the upper 
hand in the one-off pink-ball Test 
against India at the WACA Ground 
in Perth by ending day one at 
96/3 and trailing by 102 runs, 
after debutant Lucy Hamilton 
and Annabel Sutherland starred 
with the ball Friday. Skipper 
Alyssa Healy, in her farewell 
international game, won the toss 
and sent India in to bat fi rst under 
scorching heat. That decision paid 
off as Annabel found magnifi cent 
swing and seam to pick 4-46, 
while Lucy was accurate and 
found movement in taking 3-31, 
as India were bowled out for 198. 
For India, Jemimah Rodrigues 
scored a composed 52, and that 
was the only notable contribution, 
while debutant Kashvee Gautam 
added a useful 34 not out off 54 
balls. India’s innings was marked 
by them being unable to adapt to 
the rigours of Test match cricket, 
especially this being their fi rst 
game in the longer format after 
June 2024.

The previous edition held in 2024 saw Odisha 
RFC clinch the title in the women’s category 

while Delhi Hurricanes emerged as Champions 
in the men’s competition

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, March 6: Defending 
champions Mohun Bagan Su-
per Giant rode on a four-goal 
blitz from their Australian 
striker Jamie Maclaren to 
thrash Odisha FC 5-1 in an 
Indian Super League match 
at the Salt Lake Stadium, here 
Friday.

Maclaren struck four times 
(14th, 24th, 45+2nd, 88th) to re-
cord his maiden ISL hat-trick, 
while Spanish defender Alberto 
Rodriguez (42nd) also found the 
net for the home side.

Rahim Ali scored the lone 
goal for Odisha in the 43rd 
minute.

With the result, Mohun 
Bagan consolidated their 
position atop the standings 
with 12 points from four 
matches, while Odisha FC 
remained on two points af-
ter enduring their first de-
feat of the season.

Mohun Bagan, who had also 
won their previous game by 
the same margin against local 
rivals Mohammedan Sporting, 
asserted control early.

A clever move involving 

Dimitri Petratos released Sub-
hasish Bose down the left and 
his cross into the box was met 
by Maclaren, who headed home 

to open the scoring.
The hosts continued to dom-

inate proceedings and doubled 
their advantage 10 minutes 
later.

Petratos again played a key 
role with a long pass that al-
lowed Liston Colaco to break 
into space before setting up 
Maclaren, who calmly slotted 
the ball past goalkeeper Am-
rinder Singh.

Bagan extended the lead fur-
ther when Rodriguez ventured 
forward and unleashed a long-
range strike from around 35 

yards that fl ew past the helpless 
Amrinder.

Odisha briefl y reduced the 
defi cit just before the interval 
when Rahim controlled a long 
ball, got past the defenders and 
rounded goalkeeper Vishal 
Kaith before fi nishing into an 
empty net.

However, Maclaren restored 
the three-goal cushion in fi rst-
half stoppage time after being 
set up by Colaco to complete his 
hat-trick.

The Australian forward add-
ed his fourth later in the second 
half to cap a dominant outing 
for the hosts as they sealed a 
convincing victory.

Ten-man Jamshedpur FC 
produced a gritty display to de-
feat Inter Kashi 1-0 in a high-en-
ergy Indian Super League 
match at the JRD Tata Sports 
Complex, here Friday.

Steven Eze scored the de-
cisive goal, even as the home 
side played most of the match 
duration with 10 men after Vin-
cy Barretto was sent off in the 
19th minute.

This was Jamshedpur's 
fourth consecutive win of 
the season.

INDIAN SUPER LEAGUE

Five-star Bagan sink OFC
Maclaren four-goal show powers table-toppers Mohun Bagan to facile 5-1 win over Odisha FC

Odisha FC suffered 
its fi rst defeat of the 
campaign after two 
earlier draws and 
remained on two 
points from three 
matches


