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Spontaneity yet sincerity 
will be the ruling emotions 
of the day. Keep your eyes and ears open, 
advises Ganesha, as trouble might be 
headed your way. Make it a point to read 
the print well before you sign any legal 
contract today. Prevention is better than 
cure, reminds Ganesha.

You will be able to put 
forward your proposal and 
explain your feelings to 
someone dear to you, and can expect a 
positive response from them. You will 
come across as honest and sincere and 
hence will be accepted. An auspicious 
and joy-fi lled day awaits, says Ganesha.

Long forgotten relationships 
may be renewed today. 
Old acquaintances, room 
partners, hostel mates and the like may 
bump into you today. You will be in a 
happy mood as a result. Marital life will 
be blissful, says Ganesha.

Business and pleasure will be 
well balanced. Ganesha says 
you will enjoy the party which 
will seem endless today. Your monetary 
outfl ow will be in direct proportion to 
the time you spend just lazing around. 
However, Ganesha advises you to spend 
sensibly and not to worry about it.

Relationships are the crux of 
life. It's very important how 
you make your near and dear 
ones feel when you are around. Make 
someone feel special today. Try to sort 
out misunderstandings if any. Don't domi-
nate your friends or family members, 
says Ganesha.

A tiring day is in store for 
you today. Find yourself 
labouring worse than Hercu-
les. The positive outcome would be that 
you would lose a few extra calories. But 
late in the day, a nice quiet time with 
family and friends would relieve you of 
all the stress.

Everything you do today 
will be driven by the desire 
to meet the expectations of 
your family members, says Ganesha. For 
those of you pursuing studies, pending 
projects will fi nally get completed, and 
you will look forward to taking up new 
assignments. Giving free reign to your 
imagination will help you excel in areas 
of your interest, but don't go overboard 
or else you may lose touch with reality.

Today will not be your day. 
You will fi nd it diffi cult to cre-
ate a peaceful environment 
in your home and adding to the woes will 
your children who will be making things 
even more diffi cult for you to handle. 
There may be some family disputes 
also, and green-eyed neighbours will 
try to add fuel to the fi re. 

You will work hard to orga-
nize you day to day routine 
but due to the ill alignment 
of the planets you will not be able to sort 
things out successfully today. Ganesha 
advises you to be patient and let things 
be as they are but also to hold on to the 
sentiments of change. You may feel like 
giving up on things but ensure that you 
don’t give up on your rights.

Ganesha says those of you in 
the fi eld of business will fi nd 
this to be a good time for them. In any 
work that you undertake your vision 
and ability will be showcased. You will 
have to spend more time at your work-
place. Ganesha says you should try and 
maintain a balance between your work 
and your family.

People will be stunned at 
the swift pace of your work. 
All your pending tasks and projects will 
fructify. But Ganesha counsels you not 
to do any-thing haphazardly or in any 
careless manner. Ganesha thinks you as 
an extraordinary orator.

Someone new in your life 
is going to make you smile; 
remember, however, that 
it doesn't always have to be fur and 
diamonds. A song sung straight from 
the heart makes a greater impact, says 
Ganesha. Today's the right time to go 
out and do things which will make you 
proud later.
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RADCLIFFE DOESN’T WANT 
HIS SON TO BE AN ACTOR

JAMIE HAS NO TIME 
FOR TOXIC PEOPLE

Actor Daniel Radcliffe is not re-
ally in favour of his son stepping 
into his shoes. The actor has said 
that he would prefer his son not 
to go into acting, despite being a 
former child star himself.

Hollywood star Jamie Lee Curtis 
says she that her attitude to-
wards relationships has evolved 
during the course of her career in 
showbiz and that she has no time 
to waste on toxic people.
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Mumbai: Despite women-led 
fi lms repeatedly proving their 
mettle at the box offi ce, their 
presence in the 2026 theatrical 
release calendar has dwindled 
to a trickle -- with only Rani 
Mukerji’s Mardaani 3, Taapsee 
Pannu’s Assi, and Alia Bhatt’s 
Alpha headlining the year. The 
paradox is hard to ignore.

According to trade website 
Sacnilk, women-led fi lms have 
shown considerable box-offi ce 
resilience between 2024 and 
2026, with Crew, Article 370, 
Stree 2 and Lokah Chapter One 
performing well at the ticket 
window. However, leading 
actors admitted encountering 
diffi culty in getting meaning-
ful roles and hoped things will 
change soon.

Pannu, who has anchored 

women-centric dramas like 
Thappad, Mulk and Pink  has 
sounded the alarm bluntly.

“We are on the verge of be-
coming an extinct species, we 
mean fi lms like Assi. There 
is a certain template that our 
so-called commercial cinema 
abides by, we don’t conven-
tionally fall in that template of 
sorts,” she told this agency. 

She described the process 
of making and releasing such 
fi lms today as a ‘battle’.

Konkona Sensharma echoed 
Pannu’s dilemma.

“It is true that very few offers 
come for theatrical nowadays 
to me. By and large I’ve to say 
that these (offers) are usually 
web series,” she said.

“Why should we only watch 
epic action-based or war fi lms? 

I would’ve loved to watch all 
kinds of fi lms in theatres like 
how it used to be. Unfortu-
nately, that is not the trend 
right now. I hope things will 

change,” she added.
Industry voices, however, 

push back on the idea that audi-
ence appetite is at fault.

Kamal Gianchandani, CEO 

of PVR INOX Pictures, argues 
that viewer taste remains 
broad.

“I don’t think the audience 
goes by whether the fi lm is 

big or small or who is in it. If 
something excites them, they 
go to cinemas. Audiences have 
diverse taste, we’ve seen var-
ied kind of fi lms working like 
Saiyaara, Mahavatar Nar-
ismha. So, any fi lm that’s well-
made will do well in theatres,” 
he explained.

Dipti Jindal, CEO & Asso-
ciate Producer at Nadiadwala 
Grandson Entertainment, said 
even though the theatrical eco-
system has undergone major 
shift after the pandemic audi-
ence is open to watching any-
thing that excites them.

“Large-scale action fi lms 
and spectacles are having a 
theatrical moment, but that 
doesn't necessarily mean other 
narratives have disappeared,” 
added Jindal.      PTI

Mumbai: Global head-turner 
Priyanka Chopra Jonas, who has 
tasted success in both Hollywood 
and Bollywood, has discussed the 
differences between the two indus-
tries, noting that the pace of pro-
duction varies across the world. 

The 43-year-old star, who made 
her Bollywood debut in 2003 with 
the spy thriller The Hero: Love 
Story of a Spy and stepped into 
Hollywood with the 2015 thrill-
er series Quantico, shared that 
America is specifi c about when 
and how to shoot. 

“In America, we are very specif-
ic about when we shoot what and 
how. You have to make the day on 
most productions, and you have a 
shot breakdown of how many shots 
you have to take. So there’s a lot 

more stress in making sure that you 
make the day,” Priyanka told The 
Hollywood Reporter.

She said that when it comes to In-
dian fi lms, the pace tends to be a bit 
more relaxed.

“On Indian fi lms, it’s a little bit 
more languid. If we don’t make the 
day, it’s fi ne. We’ll get it tomorrow. 
We’ll also shoot one set piece, and 
then we’ll take a break for 10 or 
20 days. Then we’ll come back for 
the next set piece, and that is why 
we can do multiple movies at the 
same time,” shared the actress. 
                                                                                                IANS

Priyanka 
talks fi lm 
cultures

Mumbai: Actress Ridhi 
Dogra has opened up 
about her approach to 
the game in the reality 
show The 50, saying 
that staying authentic 
is the only strategy she 
believes in while navi-
gating a house full of 
players.

Ridhi took to In-
stagram to share her 
thoughts about being 
part of the show, hinting 
at the intense dynamics 
inside the house. The ac-
tress said that instead of 
playing by a set formula, 
she is relying purely 
on her instincts.

She shared a 
string of images 
from the show 
and captioned the 
post: “In a house 
full of players, 
being authentic is 
my only strategy. 
No scripts. Just in-
stincts. #keepingit-
simple #the50.”

Talking about 
the actress, before 
Ridhi entered 
the television 
industry, she 
was a dancer 
in the Shiamak 
Dawar Dance 
Institute. Her 
fi rst job in the 
industry was 

as a co-producer for a 
channel.

The actress has also 
hosted many televised 
events and travel based 
shows. In 2013, she par-
ticipated in Nach Bali-
ye 6. She also played 
Savitri in Savitri, Aditi 
in Diya Aur Baati Hum, 
and Nisha in Woh Ap-
na Sa. She was seen as 
a lead in The Married 
Woman, which helped 
her gain major stardom.   

IANS

Ridhi reveals 
her strategyMumbai: As conversations around representation 

and storytelling grow on the occassion of Inter-
national Women's Day, actor Kareena Kapoor Khan, 
also known as Bebo to fans, recently shared her 
thoughts on toxic masculinity and rising violence 
in fi lms.

During a discussion with The Hollywood Repor-
ter, the Refugee actor was asked about the growing 
popularity of hypermasculine cinema and also 
about the increasing use of violence in mainstream 
storytelling.

Kareena said, she believes that the shift toward 
intense and violent storytelling cannot be attrib-
uted to masculinity alone. According to the actor, audience preferences play a major role in shaping the direction of cinema.Sharing her thoughts, she went on to add, “I don’t know if it’s the masculinity aspect. I believe the audience directs where cinema is going, not producers sitting behind a desk.”

Kareena also noted that the box-offi ce performance of such fi lms often encour-ages fi lmmakers to repeat similar formulas.“Right now, this trend, and I call this a trend be-cause I don’t think it is going to last,” she em-phasises, “It is what’s [considered] practical, and every scene has to be sensational or shocking. You can show spectacle with violence, and people think that’s what’s selling cinema. It still scares me a little, but I believe it’s a trend.”

Bebo questions violence trend

INT’L 
WOMEN’S DAY

WINNING ‘THE 50’

Women-led fi lms battle shrinking theatre space



PC’s observations Landslide victory Oil shoots up Braveheart Lakshya 
Actor Priyanka Chopra Jonas 
discusses the difference 
between Indian and 
American fi lm industries

 

RSP’s Balendra Shah defeats 
four-time PM KP Sharma Oli by 
a huge margin and is set to form 
the next government in Nepal

Oil prices surpass $90 a barrel, with 
American crude settling at $90.90, 
up 36% from a week ago, and Brent 
climbing 27% over the week 

Lakshya Sen enters fi nal of the 
All England Open, moving within 
one win of ending India’s 25-yr 
wait for the prestigious title
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

He is politically ambitious. 
First stand-up comedy. 

Now rap lessons. Preparing 
well for Gen Z vote

The language used by the Unit-
ed States, describing India as a 
“good actor” and saying it has 
given “permission” to buy Rus-
sian oil, casts New Delhi in a 
diplomatically tight spot. Such 
phrasing implies a hierarchi-
cal relationship in which India 
appears to be seeking approval 
from Washington for decisions 
related to its own energy security. 
This framing by the Trump ad-
ministration appears to reduce a 
complex commercial and geopo-
litical decision to one of compli-
ance with US expectations. Even 
if the arrangement is pragmatic 
amid the West Asia confl ict, the 
optics risk portraying India less 
as an independent power and 
more as a subordinate partner 
responding to the dictates of the 
Trump administration.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Washington, 
March 7: The US said it has 
given ‘permission’ to India to 
buy Russian oil that is on ships 
already fl oating on waterways 
with a view to easing supplies 

around the world amid the 
West Asia confl ict.

“The world is very well sup-
plied in oil. Yesterday, the Trea-
sury (Department) agreed to let 
our allies in India start buying 
Russian oil that was already on 
the water,” US Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent said in an in-
terview to Fox Business.

“The Indians had been very 
good actors. We had asked 
them to stop buying sanctioned 
Russian oil this fall. They did. 
They were going to substitute 
it with US oil. But to ease the 
temporary gap of oil around the 
world, we have given them per-
mission to accept the Russian 
oil. We may unsanction other 
Russian oil,” he said.

Bessent added that there are 
hundreds of millions of sanc-
tioned barrels of sanctioned 
crude on the water, and in es-
sence, “by unsanctioning them, 
Treasury can create supply. 
And we are looking at that. We 
are going to keep a cadence of 
announcing measures to bring 
relief to the market during this 
confl ict.”

Several other Trump admin-
istration offi cials have also been 
saying that the US has now al-
lowed India to buy Russian oil, 
months after President Donald 
Trump had imposed 25 per cent 
punitive tariffs on Delhi for its 
purchases of oil from Moscow.

Energy Secretary Chris 
Wright said in a post on X Fri-
day that the United States is 
“allowing our friends in India” 
to take the Russian oil already 
on ships around Southern Asia, 
refi ne it and move the stocks in-
to the market quickly in order 
to ensure a fl owing supply and 
ease pressure amid the ongoing 
US-Israel war against Iran.

“We have implemented short 

term measures to help keep oil 
prices down. We are allowing 
our friends in India to take oil 
that is already on ships, refi ne 
it, and move those barrels into 
the market quickly. A practical 
way to get supply fl owing and 
ease pressure,” Wright said.

In an interview to ABC News 
Live, Wright said that long-term 
oil supplies are “abundant” and 
there are no worries regarding 
that, but in the short term, there 
is a need to get oil on the market. 

“We’ve reached out to our 
friends in India and said, ‘Buy 
that oil. Bring it into your refi n-
eries’. That pulls stored oil imme-
diately into Indian refi neries and 
releases the pressure on other re-
fi neries around the world to buy 
oil that they’re no longer compet-
ing with the Indians for in that 
marketplace,” Wright said. 

“So we have a number of mea-
sures like that that are short-
term and temporary. This is no 
change in policy towards Rus-
sia. This is a very brief change 
in policy just to keep oil prices 
down a little bit better than we 
could otherwise,” he added.

Indians are good actors

Truck hits bike; 3 killed 
Bhubaneswar: Three people were 
killed when their motorcycle was 
hit by a truck on the outskirts of 
the state capital Saturday, police 
said. The incident took place near 
Anantapur square under Pahala 
police station area Saturday 
morning. The three people died 
on the spot, they said. Police said 
the trio was proceeding toward 
Niali from Bhubaneswar when 
the accident occurred. The police 
reached the spot and rushed them 
to a local hospital, where doctors 
declared them as brought dead.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 7: The 
state government is set to dis-
burse over Rs 5,000 crore among 
more than 1.02 crore benefi cia-
ries of Subhadra Yojana on the 
occasion of International Wom-
en’s Day Sunday.

Addressing media here, 
Deputy Chief Minister Pravati 
Parida said the state govern-
ment had received 1,12,57,667 
applications under the scheme. 
“Of those, a total of 1,02,12,665 
women will receive fi nancial 
support under the scheme 
Sunday,” said Parida, who al-
so holds the Women and Child 
Development portfolio.

Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi is slated to launch the dis-
bursal of the Subhadra instal-
ment at an event to be held at Ta-
labania in Puri Sunday, Parida 
said, adding, “The amount will 
be credited directly to the ben-
efi ciaries’ bank accounts. This 

disbursal marks a continuation 
of our efforts to empower women 
economically and socially.”

The Deputy CM said that 
2,13,198 new benefi ciaries will 
receive fi nancial assistance for 
the fi rst time, while 36,385 appli-
cants, who had lodged grievances 
through the scheme’s portal, will 
also receive the benefi t Sunday.

In a post on X, the CM said 
the fourth instalment under 
Subhadra Yojana will be cred-
ited to the benefi ciaries’ bank 
accounts Sunday morning.

“Under the visionary guidance 
of esteemed Prime Minister Shri 
@narendramodi ji and in sync 
with the ‘Purvodaya’ resolve, Odi-
sha’s women power is becoming 
self-reliant. Empowered women 
power alone will be the corner-
stone of a ‘Prosperous Odisha’ in 
the coming days,” he posted on X.

According to the scheme 
guidelines, each eligible woman 
is entitled to receive Rs 10,000 
annually in two instalments.

SUBHADRA MONEY 
FOR 1.02CR TODAY

INDIA-NZ CLASH IN 
T20 WC FINAL TODAY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad, March 7: An 
insanely talented and incred-
ibly consistent Indian cricket 
team will carry the weight of a 
nation’s hopes in its pursuit of 
history when it goes up against 
a tenacious New Zealand in a 
classic David versus Goliath fi -
nal of the T20 World Cup here on 
Sunday. On November 19, 2023, 
the expansive amphitheatre 
called the Narendra Modi Stadi-
um witnessed a teary-eyed and 
emotionally spent Rohit Shar-
ma drag himself up the dress-
ing-room stairs after Australia 
had silenced India in the ODI 
World Cup fi nal. The distraught 
home side and a silent stadium, 
with 93,000 people, have carried 
the cross ever since even though 
the T20 team somewhat made 
amends for that heartbreak by 
winning the 2024 world title 
under Rohit.  BACK PAGE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kyiv, March 7: As the war in 
the Middle East strains US mis-
sile stocks, Ukraine is hoping it 
can turn a wartime innovation 
- low-cost interceptors designed 
to shoot down Russian attack 
drones - into geopolitical lever-
age.

Now one of the world’s lead-
ing producers of interceptors, 
Ukraine is offering that ex-
pertise to the US and its Gulf 
partners for the war in the Mid-
dle East, hoping to receive in 
return the high-end weaponry 
it can’t manufacture at home.

When Russia launched its 
full-scale invasion four years 
ago, Ukraine’s domestic arms 
industry was poor. Forced to in-
novate to survive, it has since 
built a fast-growing defence sec-
tor centered on low-cost drones 
- some designed specifi cally to 
counter Iranian-style Shahed 
drones of the kind that Russia 
now launches by the hundreds.

The US recently request-
ed “specifi c support” against 
Iranian-designed Shaheds in 
the Middle East, prompting 
Ukrainian President Volo-

dymyr Zelenskyy to order 
the deployment of Ukrainian 
equipment and experts, though 
details remain classifi ed. 

When the war in Ukraine be-
gan in 2022, Kyiv banned weap-
ons exports. But now Ukrainian 
manufacturers of low-cost in-
terceptor drones say they are 
receiving interest from the 
United States and Gulf states.

While other countries can 
build interceptor drones, 
Ukraine has the only mass-pro-
duced system already tested 
in war, Oleh Katkov, edi-
tor-in-chief of Defense Express 

said. “There is a huge differ-
ence between a mass-produced 
system proven to work in real 
combat and something others 
only promise to develop ... It’s 
like selling the house, not just 
the bricks,” he said. 

If cooperation with part-
ners succeeds, Ukraine could 
emerge as a new player in 
modern warfare, though it re-
mains unclear whether its in-
dustry can scale up to meet that 
ambition or expand into global 
markets without compromising 
its own defence.

The surge in interest from 

the Middle East comes as Gulf 
states burn through their 
stocks of expensive Patriot 
missiles, which they have been 
using to shoot down signifi cant-
ly cheaper Shaheds from Iran.

An Iranian-designed Sha-
hed drone costs from roughly 
$30,000, while a single inter-
ceptor missile for the US-made 
Patriot air defence system costs 
millions. 

Despite Zelenskyy’s opti-
mism, some analysts warn that 
entering the global arms mar-
ket is not as simple as signing 
a contract.

“Weapon trading is an in-
credibly subtle and sensitive 
issue,” said Yevhen Mahda, 
executive director of the Ky-
iv-based Institute of World Pol-
icy. It’s a market where the US 
is dominant, he said, caution-
ing that it is “naive” to expect 
markets to open simply because 
Ukraine has a compelling story. 
“It requires a tough, calculated 
diplomatic game.”

Ukrainian offi cials have on-
ly recently begun actively dis-
cussing a shift from a freeze on 
wartime weapons exports to a 
state-regulated market, though 
it remains unclear when or 
how such a system would be 
launched.

“We need more than just 
presidential statements. We 
need action,” Mahda said. 
“How can we talk about exports 
if we offi cially aren’t selling 
anything yet?” 

The US and Gulf countries, in-
cluding the United Arab Emir-
ates, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, 
and Qatar, have made repeated 
requests for Ukraine’s domes-
tically produced interceptor 
drones, according to three 
Ukrainian weapons producers.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput/Baripada, March 7: 
Five school students, including 
two girls, drowned in separate 
incidents in Koraput and Ma-
yurbhanj districts Saturday, 
police said. Three Class 10 
students drowned in the back-
waters of Kolab reservoir near 
their school in Koraput district 
in the afternoon.

They had completed their 
Class 10 board examinations 
and were waiting for their 
parents to come and take them 
home. To express the joy of 
completing their exams, they 
went to play in the water but 
drowned, a police offi cer said.

Locals rescued the students 
and rushed them to Saheed 
Laxman Nayak Medical College 
and Hospital in Koraput, where 
doctors declared them dead.

“The students were hostel 
boarders, and the incident is 
suspected to have taken place 
between 3 pm and 3.30 pm. 
Further investigation is under-
way,” Koraput Sub-divisional 
Police Offi cer (SDPO) Sanjay 
Mandal said. The deceased 
have been identifi ed as Lingaraj 
Khil (16), Swastik (15) and Om 
Prakash (16), all class 10 stu-
dents of the school, police said.

While school authorities 
were not immediately available 
for a comment, family members 
of the deceased have alleged 

negligence on the part of the 
institute and demanded a thor-
ough probe into the incident.

In another incident in Ma-
yurbhanj, two girls, students of 
Class 2, drowned while taking a 
bath in a pond near their village, 
Nachhipur, in Kaptipada police 
station area. The victims, seven-
year-old Subhasandhya Nayak 
and eight-year-old Rajalaxmi 
Sankhual, were classmates.

Family members said the 
two friends went to take a bath 
in the pond after returning 
from school. On learning that 
the girls were drowning, their 
family members rushed to the 
pond and pulled them out and 
took them to Kaptipada hospi-
tal, where doctors, however, de-
clared them dead upon arrival, 
Kaptipada police said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Basudevpur, March 7: A girl 
studying in Class VII fl ed from 
her hostel premises after she 
was allegedly molested by her 
Hindi teacher at the Jawahar 
Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) at 
Chandimal under this block 
in Bhadrak district. Police 
Saturday arrested the accused 
teacher. 

The arrest of the accused, 
Krishnananda Mishra, fol-
lowed a dramatic escape by the 
victim, who reportedly scaled 
the school’s compound wall and 
fl ed the premises out of fear in 
the early hours of Saturday 
morning.

According to Kasia Marine 
police, Mishra allegedly mo-
lested the student Friday and 
threatened her to remain silent 
and not disclose the matter be-
fore anyone. Terrifi ed, the girl 
waited until dawn and climbed 
over the school wall and fl ed. 
She sought refuge at an elderly 
woman’s home nearby, plead-
ing for protection.  P5

Ukraine’s Shahed killers draw US, Gulf interestTEACHER HELD AS 
GIRL FLEES SCHOOL 
AFTER MOLESTATION

2 girls among 
5 schoolkids
drown in state

While other countries can 
build interceptor drones, 
Ukraine has the only mass-
produced system already 
tested in war 

The surge in interest from 
the Middle East comes as 
Gulf states burn through 
their stocks of expensive 
Patriot missiles, which they 
have been using to shoot 
down signifi cantly cheaper 
Shaheds from Iran

SECURING SPACES: Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) women personnel keep vigil at the Taj Mahal in Agra, Saturday  PTI PHOTO

2,13,198 new benefi ciaries will receive fi nancial assistance for the 
fi rst time, while 36,385 applicants, who had lodged grievances 

through the scheme’s portal, will also receive the benefi t Sunday
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

33.2° 32.4°
24.0° 21.4°
83% 89%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Light to Moderate 
rain or 

thunderstorm very 
likely to occur at 
one or two places 

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 7: As 
the world observes Internation-
al Women’s Day today (March 
8), discussions on gender equal-
ity and women’s empowerment 
are gaining momentum across 
Odisha, with women increasing-
ly making their mark in educa-
tion, administration, entrepre-
neurship, sports and public life.

Over the years, the state and 
Central governments have 
launched several initiatives to 
strengthen women’s welfare 
and promote their participation 
across sectors. In Odisha, pro-
grammes focusing on self-help 
groups, skill development and 
fi nancial inclusion have enabled 
many women to achieve econom-
ic independence and contribute 
to community development.

However, despite the prog-

ress, many say deep-rooted so-
cial attitudes and stereotypes 
continue to shape perceptions 
of women in both professional 
and personal spheres. From 
workplace bias to balancing ca-
reer and family responsibilities, 
women still face multiple chal-
lenges while striving for equal 
opportunities and recognition.

College student Anandita 
Mishra pointed out the dou-
ble standards 
women often 
face while 
striving for 
success.

“A man is 
encouraged 
to focus en-
tirely on excellence and career 
growth. But when a woman pur-
sues the same ambitions, she 
is expected to balance it with 
being a perfect homemaker. If 

she prioritises her career, she 
is often labelled selfi sh and faces 
taunts,” she said.

“When a woman climbs the 
corporate ladder, people some-
times speculate about favours 
or shortcuts. But when a man 
achieves the same success, he is 
simply called talented,” she not-
ed, adding that stereotypes such 
as ‘women belong in the kitchen’ 
still persist in everyday life.

Women’s activist Matru-
mayee Priyadarshini said, 
empowerment must go be-
yond policies. 
“There may 
be hundreds 
of initiatives 
meant to em-
power wom-
en, but the re-
al question is 
— why do we still feel the need 
to prove their empowerment?” 
she said.

“A woman manages her 
home, her work and her family. 
Even during days of menstru-
al discomfort, she continues to 
shoulder responsibilities with 
resilience. Yet society still 
questions whether she is truly 
empowered,” she added.

Nutrition coach and moth-
er Priyanka Singh Deo spoke 
about the “double burden” many 
working wom-
en continue to 
face.

“In our 
generation, 
gender equal-
ity is slowly 
becoming the 
norm in workplaces. But the re-
al challenge often begins after 
the 9-to-5 ends,” she said.

“Even when a woman is a 
high-performing professional, 
society expects her to be the 
‘chief household offi cer’, man-
aging meals, children and the 
household. This creates a huge 
mental load that often leads to 
burnout,” Singh Deo noted.

Actor Sonalli Sharmisstha 
Mohanty said patriarchal atti-
tudes continue to infl uence social 
perceptions of 
women.

“In a patri-
archal society, 
women are of-
ten judged for 
many things. 
Many still 
feel they need permission to 
be independent or make their 
own choices,” she said, adding 
that growing awareness and 
education are gradually helping 
change such mindsets.

Meanwhile, social activist 
Namrata Chadha stressed that 
gender equality must involve 
both men 
and women. 
“Women are 
neither myth-
ical fi gures 
like Durga nor 
weaker beings 
— they are 
simply human beings. Equality 
should be about mutual respect 
rather than competition,” she 
said, while also warning about 
the rise of misogynistic com-
ments on social media.

As these voices refl ect, In-
ternational Women’s Day is 
not only a time for celebra-
tion but also for refl ection on 
the ongoing journey towards 
true equality.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Women still battle bias, burden in daily life
Call for greater equality in Odisha stressing gender 

justice must involve both men and women

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 7: The 
Nyaya Sanhita Exhibition or-
ganised by Odisha Police at 
the IDCO Exhibition Ground 
here drew an enthusiastic re-
sponse Saturday, with people 
from different sections of soci-
ety visiting the venue to learn 
about India’s newly introduced 
criminal laws.

A large number of students, 
aware citizens, intellectuals, 
members of the Auto Drivers’ 
Federation and representatives 
of voluntary organisations at-
tended the exhibition to gather 
information about the new legal 
framework. Through digital dis-
plays, informative panels and 
explanatory exhibits, visitors 
gained insights into the three 
new criminal laws — Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), Bharati-
ya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS) and Bharatiya Sakshya 

Adhiniyam (BSA).
One of the key attractions of 

the exhibition is the comprehen-
sive presentation titled “From 
Crime Scene to High Court,” 
which explains the entire crim-
inal justice process in an inte-
grated and educational manner.

Ten stalls approved by the 
Union Home Ministry have 
been set up at the venue. These 
stalls demonstrate various as-
pects of the justice system, 
including crime scene man-
agement, the 112 emergency 
response system, police station 

functioning, hospital coordi-
nation, forensic science labo-
ratories, public prosecution, 
district courts, prisons and the 
functioning of the High Court. 

The exhibition also high-
lights special initiatives for 
implementing the new laws, 

police modernisation and ca-
pacity building, measures to 
curb crimes against women, the 
role of the Special Operations 
Group (SOG) in anti-Maoist op-
erations, and the contribution 
of the Odisha Disaster Rapid 
Action Force (ODRAF) during 
natural disasters.

According to offi cials, the 
primary objective of the ex-
hibition is to create public 
awareness about the newly 
enacted criminal laws and to 
familiarise citizens with a dig-
ital and victim-centric criminal 
justice system. Visitors are also 
being informed about the use of 
modern technology and scien-
tifi c methods in police investi-
gations.

The exhibition will continue 
until March 10. Odisha Police 
has appealed to more people to 
visit the venue in the coming 
days to learn about the new 
criminal justice framework.

Nyaya Sanhita exhibition draws huge crowd

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 7: The 
All Odisha Contractors Wel-
fare Association (AOCWA) 
withdrew its 14-day protest 
after holding successful dis-
cussions with Works, Law 
and Excise Minister Prithivi-
raj Harichandan at Lok Seva 
Bhawan here Saturday.

Three major organisations 
representing nearly 70,000 
contractors had been staging 
demonstrations since Febru-
ary 20, demanding fulfilment 
of an eight-point charter relat-
ed to tender procedures, revi-
sion of the Schedule of Rates 
(SoR) and other policy issues.

During the meeting, rep-
resentatives of AOCWA held 
detailed discussions with the 
minister on each of their de-
mands. Following the talks, 
the association announced the 
withdrawal of its agitation, 
stating that the government 
had responded positively to 
several issues raised by the 
contractors.

Among the key demands 
was withdrawal of a Works 
department circular issued 
January 3, 2026, regarding 
tender cost limits. The gov-
ernment also assured that 
a fresh notification on the 
Schedule of Rates would be is-
sued by April 15 and updated 
annually in line with CPWD 
price trends.

The contractors had also 
demanded raising the short 

tender call notice limit from 
`5 lakh to `10 lakh; however, 
the government decided to 
retain the existing ceiling of 
`5 lakh. On the proposal for 
“One State, One Law” through 
a uniform Standard Bidding 
Document with an arbitration 
clause, the government said a 
notification would be issued 
within two months.

Other issues, including 
mineral resource availabili-
ty, waiver of daily penalties 
during time extensions, settle-
ment of escalation bills from 
2012–2019 and transfer of WA-
MIS management, are under 
government consideration.

AOCWA president Jagdish 
Patra said the protest was 
withdrawn following con-
structive discussions with 
the government. He thanked 
contractors across the state 
for supporting the agitation.

By virtue of  an 
affi davit sworn before 
Executive Magistrate, 
Bhubaneswar, dated - 
07.03.2026, I, Purandar 
Bishwal, permanent 
resident of  At- Lemberi, 
P.O.-Kalapathara, 
P.S.-Baideswar, Dist.-
Cuttack, Odisha, 
PIN-754009 declare 
that I have change my 
name from Purastam 
Biswal to Purandar 
Bishwal. Henceforth, 
I shall be known as 
Purandar Bishwal 
for all purposes.           
Purandar Bishwal

By virtue of  an Affi davit 
before Executive 
Magistrate, Banki 
No. 2711/Dt.27.11.2025 
I, Smt. Sandhyarani 
Rout, D/o-Late Jugal 
Kishore Samantaray, 
W/o-Kumar Rout, 
Vill.-Haliasahi, P.O.-
Brahmapura, P.S.-Banki, 
Dist.-Cuttack declared 
that my childhood 
name was Sandhyarani 
Samantaray, which is 
recorded in my ROR 
vide khata No. 582/170, 
under mouja Kiapalla. 
So Sandhyarani Rout 
and Sandhyarani 
Samantaray is one 
and same person 
for all purpose.                      
Sd./- Sandhyarani Rout

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

By virtue of  an 
affi davit sworn before 
Executive Magistrate, 
Bhubaneswar, dated- 
12.02.2026, I, Mihir 
Kumar Senapati, aged 
about 55 years, S/o.- 
Late Kedar Senapati, 
At/P.O.- Kuha, Airfi eld, 
Khurda, PIN- 751002 
declare that I have lost 
my Registered sale deed 
bearing No. 11122004321 
somewhere. If  anyone 
fi nds kindly contact me 
8658019821.

LOST

Contractors call off 14-day 
protest after talks with govt

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 7: The 
Bhubaneswar Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) has planned 
to construct two permanent 
shade structures at key traffi c 
junctions in the City at an es-
timated cost of `4 crore as part 
of its summer preparedness 
measures. The sheds will come 
up near Rupali Square and the 
Power House traffi c junction to 
provide relief to pedestrians and 
motorists during extreme heat.

The decision was taken at 
a disaster mitigation meeting 
held Saturday to review pre-
paredness for the upcoming 
summer season and discuss 
measures to tackle heat-re-
lated challenges in the City. 
The meeting was chaired by 
BMC Mayor Sulochana Das 
and attended by Commission-
er Chanchal Rana, additional 
commissioners, corporators, 

anganwadi workers, offi cials 
of the electricity department 
and members of NGOs.

The BMC has decided not to 
construct temporary roadside 
sheds this year, citing public 
safety concerns. In the past, 
strong winds and nor’westers 
had damaged bamboo struc-
tures and tarpaulin sheets, pos-
ing risks to pedestrians and mo-
torists. Instead, the civic body 
will install permanent shades 
at major junctions.

“We have instructed all de-
partments to begin prepara-
tions to tackle the heat. Perma-
nent shades will be installed at 
various junctions for pedestri-
ans, and safe drinking water 
will be made available through 
water kiosks,” Mayor Das said.

During the meeting, offi cials 
discussed strategies to mitigate 
the impact of the scorching 
summer and ensure essential 
facilities across all wards. 
The civic body directed de-
partments to ensure adequate 
drinking water supply in every 
ward. BMC-run hospitals will 
set up special rooms to treat 
heatstroke patients and main-
tain suffi cient stocks of Oral Re-
hydration Solution (ORS). Au-
thorities were also instructed to 
strengthen heat control rooms.

Three contractors’ bodies representing around 70,000 
members had been protesting since February 20 over 
tender norms SoR revision and other policy demands

Govt to issue fresh 
Schedule of Rates 
notifi cation by April 15; 
annual revision to follow 
CPWD price trends

Short tender call notice 
limit to remain `5 lakh 
despite demand to raise 
it to `10 lakh; uniform 
bidding document 
notifi cation in two months

Issues like mineral 
availability, penalty waiver 
during extensions, escalation 
bills (2012–2019) and WAMIS 
transfer under consideration

Permanent shades 
at key junctions

Bhubaneswar: Police arrested 
two persons and seized 16 grams 
of brown sugar during a patrol near 
Govindpur Square under Info Valley 
police station Saturday afternoon. 
The accused were identifi ed as 
Ranjan Kumar Swain (39) and 
Chandan Jena (39), both residents of 
Puri district. According to police, the 
incident occurred around 12:25 pm 
Saturday when a team on patrolling 
and surveillance duty near 
Govindpur Square intercepted a 
motorcycle coming from Jatni Gate 
towards Delanga and conducted 
a search. During verifi cation, the 
rider identifi ed himself as Chandan 
while the pillion rider was Ranjan. 
On suspicion, police searched them 
and recovered packets containing 
brown sugar from their possession.

Civic body to spend `4 
crore on two permanent 
shades at Rupali Square 

and Power House 
junctions to protect 

pedestrians and motorists 
from summer heat

Two held with 16g 
brown sugar in City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 7: 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi Saturday expressed deep 
anguish over the developments 
surrounding President Droupa-
di Murmu’s visit to West Ben-
gal for the International San-
thal Conclave, accusing the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
government of 'insensitivity' 
toward tribal communities 
and the dignity of the highest 
constitutional offi ce.

In a strongly worded post on 
X, Majhi described the denial of 
permission for the conclave in 
Siliguri and the abrupt venue 
shift as more than just logisti-
cal challenges. He emphasised 
that the event, meant to cel-
ebrate the rich heritage and 
identity of the Santhal com-
munity with President Murmu 
as chief guest, deserved the ut-
most respect and dignity.

Such disruptions, he argued, 
send a troubling message and 
refl ect 'insensitivity' toward 
India’s tribal populations. 
Majhi highlighted President 
Murmu’s inspiring journey 
from humble beginnings in 
Rairangpur, Odisha, to Rash-
trapati Bhavan, portraying her 
as a symbol of pride and aspira-
tion for millions, particularly 
in the Santhal community. He 
added that the actions of the 
West Bengal government have 
caused widespread hurt among 

Odias and tribal communities 
nationwide.

The CM stressed that the Pres-
ident’s offi ce transcends political 
differences and represents the 
sanctity of the Constitution. He 
said any perceived undermining 
of this institution for narrow po-
litical motives has no place in In-
dia’s vibrant democracy. Majhi 
urged that events celebrating 
tribal heritage be encouraged 
rather than obstructed, calling 
on leaders to accord both insti-
tutions and tribal gatherings the 
respect they deserve.

The controversy emerged 
amid reports of protocol laps-
es and venue changes during 
the President’s two-day visit 
to West Bengal (March 6–7), 
where she attended the 9th 
International Santal Confer-
ence. Critics, including so-
cial media users, described 
the incidents as a sign of in-
stitutional disrespect toward 
the President and the pride of 
tribal communities.

PREZ VISIT TO WEST BENGAL

Majhi slams TMC govt for 
'insensitivity' towards tribals

Puri station work to 
affect train services
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 7: The 
East Coast Railway (ECoR) has 
announced temporary regula-
tion of several train services to 
facilitate major infrastructure 
upgrades at Puri railway station.

Railway authorities said the 
project aims to improve passen-
ger amenities and operational 
effi ciency at the station. As 
part of the upgrade, ballastless 
track will be constructed in the 
station yard and new facilities 
will be developed at Platforms 
7 and 8.

To enable the execution of 
these works, several trains 
will be short-terminated or 
short-originated at nearby sta-
tions between March 11 and 
May 16 on specifi ed dates.

During this period, some 
trains will terminate at Sakh-
igopal, Bir Purushottampur, 
Khurda Road Railway Station 
and Malatipatpur railway sta-
tions instead of reaching Puri. 
Similarly, the corresponding 
return services will originate 
from these stations instead 
of Puri.

Some of the major trains 
affected include Lokmanya 
Tilak Terminus–Puri Express, 
Gandhidham–Puri Express, 
Kamakhya–Puri Express, 
Tirupati–Puri Express, Seal-
dah–Puri Duronto Express, 
Valsad–Puri Express, and the 
Sambalpur–Puri Intercity Ex-
press, which will be regulated 
on various dates during the 
two-month period.
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GRABBING THE BULL BY THE TAIL: Cowboys take part in bull-tailing, or coleo, in San Fernando de Apure, Venezuela, Saturday  AFP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kannur (Kerala), March 
7: A case has been regis-
tered against a man for 
allegedly calling Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
a traitor on a social media 
post at Sreekandapuram 
here, police said Saturday.

According to police, the 
case was registered against 
Rajan C Kottoor, a native of 
Kottoor, Friday following a 
complaint lodged by a BJP 
activist. As per the FIR, the 
accused made the comment 
on a Facebook post March 3, 
calling PM Modi a traitor.

The FIR alleged that the 
accused defamed the Prime 
Minister and indulged in 
a provocative act with the 
intention of causing a riot.

The case has been regis-
tered under section 192 of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita for wantonly giving 
provocation with intent 

to cause a riot and section 
120(o) of the Kerala Police 
Act for causing nuisance. 
Police said the investigation 
began Friday evening after 
the complaint was received.

The accused will be inter-
rogated and the electronic de-
vice used to post the comment 
will be traced as part of the 
investigation, police added.

Man booked for 
calling PM 'traitor'

Kidnapped 7-yr-old 
boy found murdered
Bissamkatak: A seven-year-
old boy who was allegedly 
kidnapped was found murdered 
with his throat slit in Rayagada 
late Friday night. Rishi Gantayat, 
son of Purushottam Gantayat 
of Old Station Sahi in Chatikana 
under Bissamkatak block 
of Rayagada, was allegedly 
kidnapped by an unidentifi ed 
person Friday morning. Later, 
one of Purushottam’s relatives 
received a message from an 
unknown number demanding Rs 
4.5 lakh as ransom for the child’s 
release. Family members searched 
for the boy throughout the day 
but failed to trace him. Late at 
night, Rishi’s body was found tied 
inside a sack and dumped behind 
the family’s house.

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Dubai, March 7: Iran’s 
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian apologised Saturday 
for attacks on regional 
countries even as its mis-
siles and drones fl ew to-
ward Gulf Arab states, in-
dicating that Tehran’s po-
litical leadership could not 
exercise full command over 
Iran’s armed forces. He al-
so rejected US President 
Donald Trump’s repeated 
demands for surrender.

Pezeshkian, one mem-
ber of a tripartite leader-
ship council overseeing 
Iran since a February 28 
airstrike started the war 
and killed Supreme Lead-
er Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
delivered the defi ant mes-

sage exactly one week into 
a confl ict that has spread 
across the region, rattled 
global markets and air 
travel and left Iran’s own 
leadership greatly weak-
ened by hundreds of Israeli 
and American airstrikes.

The message, seemingly 
fi lmed in a hurry without 
professional broadcast 
equipment, again under-
lined the limited powers 
being exercised by the-
ocracy’s leaders over its 
paramilitary Revolution-
ary Guard, which controls 
the ballistic missiles tar-
geting Israel and others. It 
answered only to Khame-
nei and now appears to be 
picking its own targets as 
the confl ict widens.

Shortly after Pezesh-

kian’s message, Trump 
warned in a social media 
post Saturday that more 
Iranian offi cials would 
become targets in the war, 
writing, “Today Iran will 
be hit very hard!” In his 
comments on his Truth So-
cial website, Trump noted 
the apology by Pezeshkian.

“Under serious con-
sideration for complete 
destruction and certain 
death, because of Iran’s 
bad behaviour, are areas 
and groups of people that 
were not considered for 
targeting up until this 
moment in time,” Trump 
wrote, without elaborating.

While the Iranian Presi-
dent attempted to assuage 
growing Gulf Arab anger 
over the attacks, just hours 
earlier, a wave of missiles 
and drones had disrupted 
fl ights at Dubai Interna-
tional Airport, targeted 
a major Saudi oil facility 
and sent people fl eeing for 
cover multiple times in 
Bahrain.

Pezeshkian also kept up 
his criticism of Trump’s 
call for Iran to uncondition-
ally surrender to America. 
“That’s a dream that they 
should take to their grave,” 
he said. 

Iranian Prez apologises 
for strikes on Gulf states

i i h k ll f bi h b f li ikDestruction in the Bekaa valley town of Nabi Sheet, Lebanon, after Israeli strikes

More Iranian offi cials will be targets: Trump

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: Do-
mestic cooking gas LPG 
price was hiked Saturday 
by a steep `60 per cylin-
der, the second increase 
in rate in less than a 
year, as the spike in 
global energy rates 
following the West 
Asia crisis weighed on 
the world’s third largest 
energy consumer.

Top government sourc-
es, however, were quick 
to state that an increase 
in petrol and diesel pric-
es is not in the offi ng as 
state-owned oil fi rms have 
enough fi nancial muscle 
to absorb the warranted 
increase.

Non-subsidised LPG 
-- the one that common 

households use in kitch-
ens -- will now cost `913 per 
14.2-kg cylinder in Delhi 
as against `853 previously, 

according to the 
Indian Oil 

Corporation 
(IOC) web-
site.

Ujjwa-
la Yojana 
benefi cia-

ries -- the 
over 10 crore 

poor who have 
got free LPG connections 
since 2016 -- will also have 
to bear the same amount of 
price increase. They will 
now pay `613 per 14.2 kg 
cylinder after accounting 
for a subsidy of `300 per 
bottle they get for up to 12 
refi lls in a year.

Top government sourc-

es said the increase was 
necessitated because of a 
spike in global energy pric-
es.  The LPG price rise of 
Saturday is the second in-
crease in rate in 11 months. 
The price was last hiked by 
`50 in April last year.

Offi cials said the in-
crease follows a steep rise 
in global energy prices 
since the US and Israel at-
tack on Iran last weekend 
triggered a wider military 
confl ict in the oil and gas-
rich Middle East.

The confl ict has led to a 
near halt in tanker move-
ment through the Strait of 
Hormuz -- the narrow but 
critical sea lane between 
Iran and Oman used by 
Middle Eastern produc-
ers to export oil and gas to 
global markets.

LPG PRICE HIKED BY `60



I  have no problem with the reality that as a nation we cannot always 
or even mostly get what we want. No nation is truly sovereign in 
the sense that it can impose itself and its willfully on the world. 

This is true of even the most powerful nations in history. If it were not 
true, America would not have fl ed the fi eld in Vietnam, Afghanistan 
and Iraq, and would not now fi nd itself about to face defeat in Iran. 
America wants to bring the Irani nation to heel through violence and 
that is not going to happen.

We are not a powerful nation and so must cut our coat according to 
our cloth. This is merely accepting the facts as they are and there is 
no shame in looking into the mirror to observe what is on display. The 
image that stares back is of a population that is poor, with the greater 
part of it forced to queue up monthly for free grain. We Indians are 
many in number, yes, but the power of that detail is unrealised. It lies 
in future potential, not the present reality.

And so, no, I have no problem with accepting that we are not strong 
and therefore lacking in capacity, and less sovereign than stronger 
nations. 

I do however have a problem, let us say it is a minor problem, with 
how this limited sovereignty we possess is deployed. The hard nation-
alism that we show is reserved for weaker nations and usually our 
neighbours. Great powers, I mean really great 
ones and not regional bullies, do not expend 
energy on blocking IPL teams from picking 
players from Bangladesh as we do. They do not 
sulk and refuse to shake hands with opponents 
on the sporting fi eld. That is what India does, 
because that is what we can do. 

Where the question of real national inter-
ests arises, where resistance is diffi cult and 
compliance easy we often and perhaps usu-
ally fold. Don’t buy Russian oil. Yes sir. Buy 
Russian oil. Okay sir. No Irani oil. Yes sir. 
America does not have to tell us what to even 
say or not say any longer. We know in our 
heart that speaking the truth on this stupid 
Iran war will anger Trump and so we look the 
other way because if we look him in the eye 
the bully will straighten us out.

It is cruel to put it this directly but we have 
to try and see ourselves in the mirror even 
if only occasionally. A 30-day waiver is like 
a furlough that our convicted godmen seem 
to always be on. We will submit ourselves 
to incarceration again in April and we must 
recognise that.

Does anyone think that China, which is 
as dependent on external energy sources as 
India is, could be spoken to in this fashion? 
Not on your life. Trump would quake at the 
thought of saying it to the hard and never-gig-
gly, non-hugging Xi.

We have decided that we will not comment 
on, leave alone condemn, the assassination 
of a head of state, a cleric whom millions of 
Indians considered their religious leader. 
That we will not mourn the mass slaughter 
of little schoolgirls. We have decided to stare 
at the fl oor when unarmed sailors who were 
our honoured guests hours earlier are blown up in the dark without 
the declaration of war.

All of this, once again, is to my mind only a minor problem even if 
I do not agree with any of the things we have done, because I fi nd it 
understandable that we have chosen to be meek as a nation that is weak. 

I do have a serious issue however, with our bluster and bombast. 
This humbug may be aimed at domestic consumption but the world 
can observe it. When we tell ourselves that we are the vishwaguru and 
the ordained head of the G20 and other fantasies, one hopes that we are 
doing this only in the conviction that Indians are simple-minded and 
ignorant and believe such drivel. It would be quite scary if we do it 
because the government actually believes it, but happily we know for 
a fact that the government and this prime minister do not believe it. 
We know this because the pusillanimity in on display when it comes to 
dealing with great powers. Our actions with others speak louder than 
our words to ourselves.

Being among those Indians who do not buy the fi b that is plastered 
on hoardings and television about our greatness, I fi nd it irritating that 
we do this. But I also fi nd it problematic and that is why it is a major 
problem in my opinion. Democratic governments are expected to be 
honest with their constituents not only for the obvious reasons of ethics 
and morality but also because it makes the job of government easier. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party would not have to put itself through 
contortions to explain why our submission is not really submission 
and why receiving a 30-day waiver is actually a diplomatic triumph if 
it explained what the compulsions were.

And our friends, to the extent we still have friends, around the world 
including Iran, would know that we have abandoned them not because 
we agree with what is being done to them, which we do not, but because 
we lack courage. Lastly it would spare crores of us the cruelty and 
hurt of self-realisation, as is happening now, when our image of global 
colossus crumbles at one American poke.

A
cross the Global South, 
painful austerity mea-
sures such as benefi t 
caps, pay freezes, and 

subsidy cuts have followed donor 
governments’ recent cuts to for-
eign aid. The policy pivot has had 
an especially dramatic impact 
on women – costing them jobs, 
services, and protections –and 
is causing widespread econom-
ic hardship in many developing 
countries.

Against this backdrop of short-
sightedness,“Give to gain,” the 
theme of this year’s International 
Women’s Day, reminds us that 
investing in women yields out-
size returns. As former World 
Bank President Robert B. Zoel-
lickonce put it, “Gender equality 
is the right thing to do. And it is 
also smart economics.”

Budgets are never neutral: 
Policy choices, from supporting 
extractive industries to weak-
ening health systems, can erode 
women’s livelihoods, augment 
the burden of unpaid care work, 
and increase poverty rates.To-
day,708 million women are out-
side the labor force because of 
care responsibilities, refl ecting 
policymakers’ failure to recog-
nize or value such work.

Moreover, the International 
Monetary Fund has found that 
gender-responsive budgeting 
improves resource allocation 
and transparency by shifting fi -
nancing away from harmful pol-
icies and toward priority areas 
such as income support for sur-
vivors, childcare, and workplace 
safety. If national budgets do not 
account for women’s rights, fi s-
cal frameworks will continue to 
create vulnerabilities.

Women’s rights begin with 
physical security. In 2016, Unit-
ed Nations Women estimates 
that gender-based violence cost 
roughly $1.5 trillion per year, or 
around 2% of global GDP at the 
time. Intimate partner violence 
alone can drain 1.2-3.7% of GDP 
– more than many countries 
spend on education. And work-
place harassment and violence 
against women causes $6 trillion 
in global losses each year.

With the right strategies, pol-
icymakers can stem these losses 

and deliver shared gains. But a 
major obstacle is that women’s 
rights organizations– which are 
best positioned to address gen-
dered poverty and violence– face 
persistent funding gaps. When 
frontline groups lose fl exible, 
multiyear core support, reform 
efforts fall short.

Providing grants to organi-
zations that are working to dis-
mantle barriers to decent work, 
economic participation, and so-
cial equality is a proven solution. 
With direct funding, these trust-
ed community groups can co-de-
sign projects, respond quickly to 
emerging needs, ensure that es-
sential services are maintained, 
support informal workers, and 
mobilize collective action that 
drives lasting structural change. 
This is what “Give to gain” looks 
like in practice.

Examples of such interven-
tions abound. The African 
Women’s Development Fund 
supports rural women’s groups 
on the continent in contesting 
land grabs and building cooper-
atives to raise incomes. In Latin 
America and the Caribbean, Fon-
do de Mujeres del Sur supports 
domestic workers’ unions and 
income-generating cooperatives 
for former women inmates to im-
prove access to labor rights and 
decent employment. The Wom-
en’s Fund Asia complements 
efforts by migrant and informal 
workers to organize for fair wag-
es and social protection. The 

International Indigenous Wom-
en’s Forum fi nances campaigns 
to defend indigenous territory, 
sustain local economies, and 
preserve natural ecosystems.

These four women’s funds 
manage Leading from the South, 
a feminist philanthropic alliance 
dedicated to applying this grass-
roots model to solve challenges 
that traditional aid donors often 
overlook. By offering patient cap-
ital for core costs, LFS bolsters 
continuity, which is essential 
to philanthropic effectiveness. 
This allows local organizations 
to look beyond immediate needs, 
buildon cross-border learning, 
systematize services, and turn 
pilot projects into policies.

To ensure that gender equity, 
protection, and justice are at the 
core of economic policy, donors 
must realign their investments 
accordingly. This means ensur-
ing that women’s rights organi-
zations, which currently receive 
well under 1% of offi cial devel-
opment assistance (and only 
0.4% of all gender-focused aid in 
recent years), obtain a signifi cant 
share of the funding that is allo-
cated for gender in the form of 
multiyear, fl exible grants.

Adequate funding and plat-
forms like LFS, with their 
cross-border collaboration and 
grassroots infrastructure, can 
facilitate investment where it 
is needed most. For example, 
investment in indigenous wom-
en’s leadership and economic 

autonomy is particularly im-
portant, given their critical role 
in safeguarding biodiversity and 
protecting land for future gener-
ations.

To this end, donors should 
condition their headline pledges 
on allocating certain percentages 
to core funding, Global South-led 
groups, and programs focused 
on delivering care, safety, and 
access to support. Frameworks 
for measuring the impact of 
gender-responsive budgeting 
should feature indicators that 
can show improved outcomes 
for gender-based violence, such 
as survivors’ uptake of income 
support and enforcement of safe 
workplaces.

Policymakers, for their part, 
must focus on institutionalizing 
gender-responsive budgeting. All 
ministries should adopt budget 
markers that show how spend-
ing advances gender equality; 
review the impact of government 
spending, with the results made 
public; and allocate a meaningful 
share oftax revenue, and public 
spending more broadly, toward 
closing the care gap and expand-
ing women’s access to assets. 
That means expanding benefi ts 
for survivors of domestic vio-
lence – such as income assis-
tance, childcare, and safe trans-
port –and categorizing them as 
essential services. Lastly, they 
should collaborate with feminist 
organizations to co-design policy 
and track outcomes.

The economic case for boost-
ing investment in women’s 
rights organizations, and for en-
suring that fi nancing and budget 
decisions strengthen women’s 
safety and autonomy, has long 
been settled. According to the 
World Bank, every dollar spent 
on empowering adolescent girls 
in Africa could generate a tenfold 
return in terms of growth. In-
vesting in women’s rights is not 
charity; it is a form of giving that 
generates outsize gains for all.

Anisha Chugh is Executive 

Director of the Women’s Fund 

Asia while Teresa Zapeta 

Mendoza is Executive Director 

of the International Indigenous 

Women’s Forum

©PROJECT SYNDICATE

P4power postSUNDAY | MARCH 8, 2026 | BHUBANESWAR

Quiet Submission

Nitish’s intent

Sir, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has been ‘sent’ 
to the Upper House notwithstanding his assertion that 
the decision was his own. Without a mutual understand-
ing between the BJP and the JD(U) before the Assembly 
polls, this decision would be unthinkable. But Nitish has 
had his days in the sun, and his son is all set to baptise in-
to politics.  The 75-year-old Nitish tried his best to deliver 
a clean, transparent, effi cient and development-oriented 
government although it was clear that abject misrule of 
the previous regime made Nitish’s job easy.  Prohibition 
policy of his was a masterstroke; though it appeared frag-
ile, with several elements exploiting the loopholes in the 
system, his intentions could never be doubted.  As Bihar 
prepares for another political transition, Kumar’s long 
innings will be judged not only by his policies but also 
by the stability he attempted to restore to a state once 
synonymous with disorder and stagnation.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

The fl ame of the aspiration must 
be so straight and so ardent that 
no obstacle can dissolve it. 
 
 THE MOTHER

EQUALITY POWERS ECONOMIES

As the world observes In-
ternational Women’s Day 
each year, celebration 

must be accompanied by refl ec-
tion. Have the lives of women 
truly become safer, freer, and 
more dignifi ed? Or are our com-
memorations louder than our 
commitment?

According to the World Health 
Organization, nearly one-third 
of the world’s women — around 
840 million — have experienced 
gender-based violence. Of them, 
316 million have suffered abuse 
at the hands of husbands or in-
timate partners and their rela-
tives. Violence against women 
is not episodic; it is structural, 
embedded in homes, institu-
tions, and attitudes.

The situation in India is deep-
ly distressing. Data from the 
National Crime Records Bureau 
(Report 2023, released December 
2025) indicates that crimes against 
women continue to rise. Cases 
increased by nearly 33 per cent 
— from 3.37 lakh in 2014 to 4.48 
lakh in 2024. The crime rate has 
climbed from 56.3 per lakh women 
in 2014 to 66.2 in 2023. This trans-
lates into 51 women becoming vic-
tims of crime every single hour.

A 2020 UN report indicated 
that India accounted for 45.8 

million (4.58 crore) “missing” 
females over the past 50 years, 
primarily due to gender-biased 
sex selection, prenatal sex deter-
mination, and, to a lesser extent, 
post-natal neglect. NCRB data 
tabled in Parliament revealed 
that over 13.13 lakh (1.3 million) 
women and girls were reported 
missing in India between 2019 
and 2021. This demographic dis-
tortion is not merely a statistic; 
it refl ects a civilizational crisis.

In Odisha alone, the gravity 
of the situation is alarming. Ac-
cording to a written reply by the 
Chief Minister in the Assembly, 
37,611 cases of crimes against 
women were registered in just 
15 months, including over 4,000 
rape cases. The capital city, Bhu-
baneswar, refl ects a disturbing 
urban paradox — development 
without safety.

The economic dimension of 
inequality is equally stark. The 
World Inequality Report 2026, 
prepared by the World Inequal-
ity Lab under scholars such as 
Thomas Piketty, underlines 
that women work longer hours 
than men when unpaid domestic 
and care work are included — 
53 hours per week compared to 
men’s 43. Yet women earn only 
61 per cent of men’s hourly wag-

es for paid work; when unpaid 
labour is factored in, their earn-
ings effectively shrink to just 32 
percent. In India, the female 
labour force participation rate 
remains extremely low (rough-
ly 15.7 percent), and women 
receive only 18 percent of total 
labour income.

This invisible labour — cook-
ing, cleaning, caregiving — sus-
tains economies but remains 
unaccounted for in GDP calcula-
tions. Women in India shoulder 
a massive share of unpaid care 
work, valued at an estimated 
15 to 17 percent of GDP — often 
exceeding key sectors like man-
ufacturing or trade. The system 
extracts women’s labour while 
denying them recognition and 
remuneration. Such inequity 
restricts women's career mo-
bility, political participation, 
and fi nancial independence. 
Women are often the last to be 
hired and the fi rst to be fi red. 
In education and healthcare too, 
girls frequently receive lower 
priority.

UN Women’s theme for In-
ternational Women’s Day 2026 
— “Rights. Justice. Action. For 
ALL Women and Girls” — focus-
es on bridging the gap between 
legal rights and real-world im-

plementation, aligning with the 
70th session of the Commission 
on the Status of Women. The 
campaign theme “Give To Gain” 
of internationalwomensday.
com advocates that investing 
time, resources, and advocacy 
in women’s advancement is not 
a loss but a powerful, multipli-
cative act benefi ting everyone. 
UN Women Australia has an-
nounced “Balance the Scales” 
as the offi cial theme for Interna-
tional Women's Day 2026, high-
lighting the urgent need for fair, 
inclusive, and accessible justice 
for every woman and girl. All 
three themes reinforce a pow-
erful truth: investing in women 
multiplies social prosperity.

Yet slogans are insuffi cient. 
Laws without enforcement be-
come empty promises; policies 
without funding remain decora-
tive documents. 

International Women’s Day 
must not be confi ned to cele-
bration alone. It must become a 
day of moral reckoning. Rights 
must be protected. Justice must 
be delivered. Action must be re-
lentless. Only then can equality 
move from rhetoric to reality.

The author is an 

Odisha-based columnist.

The International Monetary Fund has found that 
gender-responsive budgeting improves resource 
allocation and transparency by shifting fi nancing 
away from harmful policies and toward priority 

areas such as income support for survivors, 
childcare, and workplace safety

INVESTING 
IN WOMEN’S 

RIGHTS IS NOT 
CHARITY; IT 

IS A FORM OF 
GIVING THAT 

GENERATES 
OUTSIZE GAINS 

FOR ALL

Our friends, 
to the extent 
we still have 

friends, around 
the world 

including Iran, 
would know 

that we have 
abandoned 

them not 
because we 

agree with what 
is being done 

to them, which 
we do not, but 

because we 
lack courage

Anisha Chugh & 
Teresa Zapeta Mendoza

Aakar Patel

WOMEN 
ARE OFTEN 

THE LAST TO BE 
HIRED AND 

THE FIRST TO 
BE FIRED

Santosh Kumar 
Mohapatra

WISDOM CORNER
You cannot believe in God until you believe in yourself.   
 SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

There is much pleasure to be gained from useless 
knowledge.  BERTRAND RUSSELL

All the evolution we know of proceeds from the vague to the 
defi nite.  CHARLES SANDERS PEIRCE

 
1702: Anne became the last Stuart monarch of Great Britain, having 
earlier acquiesced to the Act of Settlement of 1701, which designated the 
Hanoverian descendants of King James I as her successors.

1817: The New York Stock Exchange was formally created; it became 
one of the world's largest marketplaces for securities and other exchange-
traded investments.

1855: One of the heaviest trains in the world crossed a new bridge that 
had been built 200 feet above the Niagara River. Despite widespread 
skepticism about the safety of suspension bridges, John Roebling 
ambitiously aimed to build a double-decker one that would carry 
pedestrian traffi c under a railway.

1942: Japanese troops captured Rangoon, Burma (now Yangon, 
Myanmar) during World War II.

Welcome move

Sir,  The decision by the governments of Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka to consider restricting social media access for chil-
dren below 16 is a constructive step to protect young minds from 
its harmful effects. Childhood is a critical stage of physical, emo-
tional, and social development. Excessive use of mobile phones 
and social media during these formative years often leads to 
addiction, reduced physical activity, and weakened interpersonal 
skills. Instead of engaging in outdoor play, sports, and direct 
interaction with friends and family, many children become ab-
sorbed in artifi cial digital communication. More concerning is 
their exposure to online content that may be misleading, violent, 
or inappropriate for their age, which can infl uence behaviour 
and shape disturbed or unrealistic perceptions of the world. Al-
lowing access to social media only at an appropriate age ensures 
that children are mature enough to judge content responsibly. 
The message is clear: childhood should grow through real friend-
ships, real play, and real experiences—not through screens.  

RS Narula, PATIALA

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAYFOCUS

Women deserve rights, justice & action
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T
his year’s International Wom-
en’s Day is unparalleled and 
unique. It coincides with the 
recognition of 2026 as Inter-

national Year of the Woman Farmer. 
On this special day, I want to extend 
my heartfelt gratitude and appre-
ciation to all the incredible women 
agri-entrepreneurs, and annadatris 
who work tirelessly to nourish our 
families and communities. The Day 
renews the need for rights and justice 
and calls for action to recognise the 
critical role of women farmers in agri-
culture, food security and rural devel-
opment. Together these observances 
call on governments and institutions 
to ensure gender inclusion in policy 
so that women farmers have equal 
access to land, technology, fi nance, 

markets so that rights translate into 
real opportunities that fructify into 
action for shaping India’s sustainable 
and inclusive growth.

Odisha has been among the early 
adopters of gender budgeting, refl ect-
ing the State’s commitment to ensuring 
that public policies address the needs 
and aspirations of women. However, 
gender-responsive governance goes 
far beyond earmarking funds for wom-
en-focused schemes. In this spirit, the 
Department of Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Empowerment (DAFE) in Odisha 
established a Gender Responsive Cell 
(GRC) in collaboration with the Inter-
national Food Policy Research Insti-
tute in November 2025. This initiative 
represents an important step towards 
strengthening gender-sensitive policy-
making in the agrifood sector. The GRC 
will support evidence-based analysis, 
build institutional capacity, and ensure 
that gender considerations are system-
atically integrated into agricultural 
policies and programmes.

A key pillar of the vision for Sam-
rudha Odisha is empowering women 
in agriculture and rural enterprises. 
This approach aligns with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of 
women-led development in a Vikshit 

Bharat. National initiatives such as 
the Namo Drone Didi scheme, which 
introduces women to technology-driv-
en agriculture; the Krishi Sakhi Con-
vergence Programme, which trains 
women from Self-Help Groups as 
community agricultural advisors; 
and the Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran 
Pariyojana under DAY–NRLM are ex-
panding the role of women farmers 
across agricultural value chains.

Women Self-Help Groups that are 
mostly collectives of women farmers 
in rural areas have become powerful 
engines of grassroots transformation. 
Across Odisha, women are increas-
ingly participating in agricultural 
enterprises, producer organisations, 
and market-linked activities. Today 
we have more than 100 Farmer Pro-
ducer Organisations with entirely 
women shareholders, along with 89 
additional FPOs where women consti-
tute the majority of members. Women 
also play a central role in traditional 
sectors such as handloom and handi-
crafts, where government initiatives 
focused on training, quality improve-
ment, and market access are opening 
new economic opportunities.

Gender-responsive policymaking 
must also account for the broader 

impact of development initiatives on 
women’s livelihoods. As a matter of 
fact, Odisha has made an SOP for the 
manufacturing of women-friendly ag-
ricultural equipment. Investments in 
infrastructure, market connectivity, 
and agrifood systems can signifi cantly 
enhance women’s economic participa-
tion. Emerging sectors such as miner-
al processing, research, and manufac-
turing—supported by initiatives like 
rare earth corridor development—can 
create new employment opportunities 
for women.

Recent labour trends highlight the 
growing importance of women in ag-
riculture. Today, nearly half of the 
agricultural workforce comprises 
women, and the sector has witnessed 
a signifi cant rise in women’s partici-
pation in recent years. This shift un-
derscores the need for policies that 
ensure women farmers have access 
to technology, credit, markets, and 
institutional support.

The principle of gender equality is 
fi rmly enshrined in the Indian Con-
stitution—in the Preamble, Funda-
mental Rights, Directive Principles of 
State Policy, and Fundamental Duties. 
Gender budgeting and gender-respon-
sive policies therefore represent im-

portant instruments of accountable 
and inclusive governance.

Institutions such as the Gender Re-
sponsive Cell can help translate these 
constitutional ideals into policy prac-
tice. By strengthening research, poli-
cy evaluation, and global engagement 
on food systems and gender equity, 
they can ensure that gender consider-
ations remain integral to development 
planning.

Ensuring equal rights and justice 
for women requires more than in-
tent and goes far beyond allocating 
funds for women-focused schemes. It 
requires policies that consciously rec-
ognise and address gender realities. 
Gender must be embedded across the 
entire spectrum of governance—from 
policy design and budgeting to imple-
mentation and evaluation.

On this International Women’s Day, 
Odisha reaffi rms its commitment to 
building policies that empower wom-
en not merely as benefi ciaries of de-
velopment, but as leaders in shaping 
the future of our agrifood systems and 
our economy. 

The writer is 
Deputy Chief Minister, Odisha 

(Agriculture & Farmers’ 
Empowerment and Energy).

Berhampur: Researchers from the Department of Marine Sciences at Berhampur University have identi-
fi ed a new species of amphipod, a small shrimp-like crustacean, along the Odisha coast. The discovery 
was made in October last year when researchers Sriraj Nahak, Geetanjali Bhoi and Suman Patra visited 
Aryapalli beach as part of a research project. During the fi eld study, they collected the amphipod from a 
rocky area along the shoreline. The specimen was later brought to the department’s laboratory, where 
detailed examination and tests were conducted under the supervision of Assistant Professor Seshadev 
Patra. Earlier, a similar species had been identifi ed in Malaysia and was named Stenothoe lori. The spe-
cies has now been recorded for the fi rst time along the Indian coast. According to researchers, amphipods 
of this species typically inhabit rocky environments and moist areas that alternate between land and 
water. They feed on algae and decomposed organic matter, while small fi sh, crabs, birds and other ma-
rine organisms prey on them. The research fi ndings have been published in the Journal of the Marine Biological Association of 
the University of Cambridge. Patra said the research was supported by funding from the Odisha State Higher Education Council 
under the Mukhyamantri Research and Innovation Fellowship Program (MRIP). He added that since the species appears to have 
distinct characteristics, further research will be conducted to gather more scientifi c data. 

Women farmers at heart of India’s future

KANAK VARDHAN SINGH DEO

New amphipod species found along state coast

Kashipur: Vedanta Aluminium, India’s 
largest producer of aluminium, has com-
pleted the fi rst mushroom cultivation 
cycle under its community livelihood 
programme in Dumerpadar and Por-
long villages of Sunger gram panchayat 
in Kashipur block of Rayagada district. 
Seventy women received training in sci-
entifi c mushroom cultivation, including 
bed preparation, hygiene practices and 
maintaining suitable growing conditions. 
Each participant received two mushroom 
beds to begin cultivation. The fi rst cycle 
progressed from germination to har-
vest, with yields of about 1–1.2 kg per 
bed per cycle. With an input cost of `25 
per bed and an average selling price of 
`150 per kg, the activity offers potential 
as a low-investment income source. Each 
participant is expected to produce nearly 
2 kg per cycle, providing supplementary 
income for households. Of the 140 beds 
distributed, nearly 100 are currently in 
active production. Vedanta Aluminium 
plans to scale the initiative to about 10,000 
beds within a year, supported by train-
ing, input supply, spawn distribution 
and market linkages. Benefi ciary Jaso-
da Naik from Dumerpadar village said 
the training has helped women cultivate 
mushrooms at home and earn addition-
al income. Hiramani Naik from Porlong 
village said the programme has enabled 
women to manage cultivation and par-
ticipate in livelihood activities together. 
Vedanta Aluminium says it has support-
ed more than 16,000 women in Odisha and 
Chhattisgarh through livelihood and 
skill development initiatives aimed at 
strengthening household incomes.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput/Sunabeda, March 
7: The red mud pond of the 
NALCO plant at Damanjodi 
has allegedly become a major 
source of suffering for residents 
of Dengajaniguda village, with 
locals claiming that the toxic 
industrial waste is contami-
nating their water sources and 
farmland.

Villagers allege that waste-
water containing caustic soda 
from the plant is fl owing into 
their agricultural fi elds and 
also being used for drinking 
and other daily needs, posing 
serious health risks.

Dengajaniguda, located 
under Mujang panchayat in 
Dasmantpur block of Koraput 
district, is home to around 600 
people from nearly 130 families, 
with most belonging to Sched-
uled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
(SC and ST) categories. Despite 
the plant being operational for 
more than four decades, resi-
dents claim the village has re-
mained neglected and deprived 
of even the basic minimum.

According to locals, while 13 
villages were displaced during 
the establishment of the NAL-
CO facility, Dengajaniguda was 
left out and continues to face 

severe infrastructure defi cits. 
The village lacks proper roads 
and safe drinking water facili-
ties, forcing residents to strug-
gle for basic amenities.

Villagers also complain that 
contaminated water has been 
causing various skin diseases 
and other health issues. During 
summer, dry red mud from 
the pond reportedly turns into 
dust and spreads through the 
air, while in the monsoon the 
situation becomes even worse.

Residents including Tankad-
har Bishoi, Munda Muduli, 
Madhu Bhoi, Dhana Muduli 
and Balab Mudulia said live-
stock such as cows, goats and 

sheep frequently fall ill and die 
prematurely after consuming 
the polluted water.

Some villagers also alleged 
that the poor water quality 
has created social problems. 
They claim people from neigh-
bouring villages are reluctant 
to marry their daughters into 
Dengajaniguda due to fears 
over the contaminated water. 
Those who do come often leave 
within a few months.

Locals further alleged that 
prolonged use of chemically 
contaminated water has caused 
health complications, including 
vision problems and swelling of 
limbs among elderly residents.

Despite repeated complaints 
to the district administration 
and company authorities, vil-
lagers say no permanent solu-
tion has been provided so far. 
Though three tube wells have 
been installed in the village, 
residents claim even those sup-
ply contaminated water.

As a result, villagers have 
to travel nearly 8 km to a hill 

stream in Mujang panchayat 
to collect safe drinking water.

Koraput MP Saptagiri Sankar 
Ulaka said he would take up the 
matter with the NALCO chair-
man and the Union minister of 
mines and would also raise the 
issue in the Parliament.

Mujang Sarpanch Kunu 
Bhoi alleged that despite the 
hardships faced by people af-
fected by the NALCO project, 
the company has failed to pro-
vide even basic facilities such 
as drinking water, healthcare 
and education. He warned that 
villagers may launch a protest 
if the issues remain unresolved.

Koraput Collector Manoj 
Satyawan Mahajan said dis-
cussions had been held be-
tween NALCO offi cials and 
the villagers after the matter 
was brought to his attention. 
He added that the Dasmantpur 
BDO has been directed to ad-
dress the various issues faced 
by the village.

Meanwhile, NALCO Gener-
al Manager (HR) CM Mahanta 
of the Damanjodi unit said the 
company would soon resolve 
basic problems such as electric-
ity, drinking water and roads in 
Dengajaniguda village through 
funds from the District Mineral 
Foundation (DMF). 

NALCO’s red mud pond turns villagers’ sorrow

Despite the plant being 
operational for more than 

four decades, residents claim 
the village has remained 
neglected and deprived of basic 
amenities

Villagers claim people from 
neighbouring villages 

are reluctant to marry their 
daughters into Dengajaniguda 
due to fears over the 
contaminated water

Vedanta Aluminium 
empowers rural women

POST NEWS NETWORK

Basudevpur, March 7: A girl 
studying in Class VII fl ed from 
her hostel premises after she 
was allegedly molested by her 
Hindi teacher at the Jawahar 
Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) at 
Chandimal under this block in 
Bhadrak district, police said. 
Police Saturday arrested the 
accused teacher. 

The arrest of the accused, 
identifi ed as Krishnananda 
Mishra, followed a dramatic 
escape by the victim, who re-
portedly scaled the school’s 
compound wall and fl ed the 
premises out of fear in the ear-
ly hours of Saturday morning.

According to Kasia Marine 
police, Mishra allegedly mo-
lested the student Friday and 
threatened her to remain silent 
and not disclose the matter be-
fore anyone. Terrifi ed, the girl 
waited until dawn Saturday 
and climbed over the school 
wall and fl ed. She sought ref-
uge at an elderly woman’s 
home nearby, pleading for 
protection.

Police said the girl, visibly 
shaken, recounted the incident 
to the woman, who informed 
other villagers and contacted 
the girl’s father.

She sustained bruises on her 
hands and legs while scaling 
the wall, locals said, demanding 
stringent action against the ac-
cused teacher who lives on the 
same campus. Local residents 
provided initial assistance to 
the girl and alerted the police 
authorities. Police arrived 
shortly after to take the student 
into protective custody.

“Based on the written com-
plaint fi led by the victim’s 
family and the student’s initial 
statement, we registered a case 
(36/26) and took the accused in-
to custody Saturday,” Kashia 
Marine police station IIC Kuni 
Besra said.

The victim is a resident of 
Agarpada area in Bhadrak dis-
trict. Her family arrived at the 
station to press charges after 
being notifi ed of the incident.

Mishra, a resident of Uttar 
Pradesh, has denied the alle-
gations, claiming the charges 
against him are baseless. Po-
lice confi rmed that a thorough 
investigation into the matter is 
underway.

The incident has sparked re-
newed concerns among locals 
regarding the safety of female 
students in residential schools 
and the rising instances of mis-
conduct by teachers.

Teacher held as girl fl ees
school after molestationPOST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur, March 7: Di-
rector of Mussoorie-based Lal 
Bahadur Shastri National 
Academy of Administration 
(LBSNAA) and senior IAS Of-
fi cer Sriram Taranikanti re-
viewed various central and state 
level projects during his visit to 
Ganjam district Saturday.

Taranikanti reviewed imple-
mentation of several adminis-
trative projects undertaken by 
various departments.

Additionally, the senior IAS 
offi cer was briefed by Ganjam 
Collector V Keerthi Vasan 
about the state and district lev-
el programmes such as training 
provided to the UPSC aspirants, 
periodic grievance hearings, ‘A 
promise to protect nature’ un-
dertaken to conserve environ-
ment, among others.

Applauding the initiatives, 
Taranikanti provided vital 
guidance on the work eth-
ics and development of skills 
among the offi cials. Apart 
from the above mentioned offi -
cers, ADM Dr Pramod Kumar 
Prusty and Debadatta Panda, 
Berhampur Sub-Collector Avi-
nash Kumar, BeMC Commis-
sioner Prathamesh Arvind 
Rajshirke, Berhampur DFO 
Sunny Khokhar and others 
were present. 

Jharsuguda/Laikera: Police 
arrested nine persons in 
connection with an armed dacoity 
at Talmunda village under Laikera 
police station in Jharsuguda 
district and forwarded them to 
court Saturday. All the accused 
are from Sambalpur district.  
Police seized several gold chains, 
mangalsutras, rings, bangles, 
silver ornaments, `1,43,803 in cash, 
eight mobile phones, antique silver 
coins, a knife, a baseball bat and 
a Bolero (OR15-S-3543) allegedly 
used in the crime. According to 
police, the robbery took place 
late Monday night when a group 
of masked men broke into the 
house of Prakash Nayak and 
his wife Jhili Nayak while they 
were asleep. The miscreants 
allegedly threatened the couple 
with weapons, tied their hands 
and legs and looted about `7 lakh 
along with gold ornaments from 
an almirah and the jewellery worn 
by Jhili before fl eeing. Jharsuguda 
SP Gundala Reddy Raghavendra 
said a special team identifi ed and 
arrested the accused with the 
help of CCTV footage and cyber 
cell inputs. Further investigation 
is underway to ascertain the 
involvement of others. 

9 ARRESTED FOR 
ARMED ROBBERY

LBSNAA Dir visits Ganjam



We are not 
dependent. 
The tragedy 

is I do not know 
why they are 
making us de-
pendent. It is a 
question of the independence 
of this country

FAROOQ ABDULLAH |  
NATIONAL CONFERENCE (NC) PRESIDENT

The BJP is 
trying to 
defame 

the Samajwadi 
Party. A song has 
been launched 
to malign the 
party, and we will lodge an FIR 
against it

AKHILESH YADAV  | 
SAMAJWADI PARTY SUPREMO
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DUBAI-KOLKATA EMIRATES 
FLIGHT RESUMES OPERATIONS
After a few days of disruptions linked to the West Asia 
confl ict, Dubai-based airline Emirates resumed services 
to Kolkata airport Saturday evening, with the fi rst air-
craft from the Gulf nation expected to land late at night. 
An Airports Authority of India (AAI) spokesperson said 
Emirates fl ight EK 572, operating from Dubai (DXB) to 
Kolkata (CCU), took off from Dubai at 7:43 pm IST

Advanced manufac-
turing is becoming the 

new mantra of this era and 
manufacturing is getting into 
the next scale with precision, 
innovation sustainability, 
automation. AI based technol-
ogies are changing the manu-
facturing sector in a big way
DEVENDRA FADNAVIS  | 
CHIEF MINISTER, MAHARASHTRA

My govern-
ment is also 
in the pro-

cess of initiating 
the fourth Notice 
Inviting Tender 
(NIT) to auction 
more blocks and the second 
phase of e-auction for mining 
dumps

PRAMOD SAWANT  |  CHIEF MINISTER, GOA

Middle East confl ict: 
100 fl ights cancelled 
New Delhi: At least 100 
international fl ights were 
cancelled at the Delhi and 
Mumbai airports Saturday 
as the Middle East crisis 
continued to impact fl ight 
operations. As many as 35 
departures and 36 arrivals 
were cancelled at the 
Mumbai airport while 22 
departures and 17 arrivals 
were cancelled at the 
Delhi airport, according 
to offi cials. Delhi airport 
operator DIAL, in a post on 
X, said due to the current 
situation in the Middle 
East, some west-bound 
international fl ights may 
experience delays or 
schedule changes. The 
confl ict involving the US, 
Israel, and Iran that started 
February 28 has signifi cantly 
impacted fl ight operations as 
some of the airspaces in the 
Middle East are closed. 

2 women found dead 
in temple bathroom
Surat: Two women in the 
18-20 age group were found 
dead inside the bathroom of 
a temple in Gujarat’s Surat 
city, with police Saturday 
stating they had recovered 
anaesthesia injections from 
the site and that the duo 
had searched AI-powered 
conversational tool ChatGPT 
about “how to commit 
suicide”. The two collegians 
were missing since Friday 
afternoon and were found 
dead later that night in the 
bathroom of Swaminarayan 
Temple in Saniya village, 
Assistant Commissioner of 
Police NP Gohil said.

Two minor brothers 
held for stabbing men
New Delhi: The Delhi Police 
has apprehended two 
minor brothers for allegedly 
stabbing two men after one 
of the victims confronted 
them for slapping his son in 
northwest Delhi’s Jahangirpuri 
area, police said Saturday. The 
police apprehended the two 
accused, aged 15 and 17, both 
residents of Jahangir Puri, 
Friday, who were on the run 
since February 6 after carrying 
out the attack, they said.

Clash inside prison 
in J&K’s Rajouri
Rajouri/Jammu: A clash 
broke out among inmates 
inside a jail in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Rajouri 
Saturday following a heated 
argument between two 
prisoners, officials said. The 
altercation between the two 
inmates - one from Kashmir 
and the other from Rajouri 
- soon escalated, triggering 
a scuffle among other 
prisoners, they said. 
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Shimla, March 7: Women 
abandoned by their husbands, 
and without independent sourc-
es of income, will be considered 
destitute women, the Himachal 
Pradesh cabinet held Saturday 
as it approved amendments to 
the social security pension 
rules.

The amendments to Social 
Security Pension Rules, 2010, 
redefi ned the term ‘Destitute’ 
and simplifi ed the certifi cation 
process for availing benefi ts.

Under the revised provi-
sions, women abandoned by 
their husbands, and without 
independent income, will be 

eligible for benefi ts meant for 
destitute women under various 
state government schemes.

The cabinet meeting chaired 
by Chief Minister Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu also decided to in-
vite objections and suggestions 
from the public on proposed 
amendments to Rules 28, 87, 88 
and 89 of the Himachal Pradesh 
Panchayati Raj (Elections) 
Rules, 1994, a statement issued 
here said.

The proposed amendments 
provide that panchayats which 
have remained reserved for 
two consecutive terms since 
the base year 2010 will not be 
reserved in the upcoming pan-
chayat polls, slated for May 31.

The cabinet also decided to 
extend 40 per cent of the Local 
Area Development Fund under 
the Swaran Jayanti Energy Pol-
icy to provide fi nancial assis-
tance to ‘children of the state’.

It also gave its nod to cancel 
15 hydroelectric projects that 
failed to be commissioned de-

spite availing the benefi t of the 
one-time amnesty scheme.

The cabinet decided to allot 
the 10-MW Small Hydro Elec-
tric Project at Pandoh to the 
Bhakra Beas Management 
Board (BBMB) subject to the 
BBMB returning the unused 
land to the state government. 

The government will receive 13 
per cent free power and anoth-
er fi ve per cent of the generated 
power as its share from BBMB.

Approval was also given to 
fi ll 111 posts under various 
categories in the technical 
education, cooperation , edu-
cation, and public relation de-
partments.

The cabinet approved the 
constitution of the Regional 
Cooperative Milk Producers 
Union Limited at Dhagwar in 
Kangra district comprising 
milk producers from Kangra, 
Hamirpur, Chamba and Una 
districts. Additionally, the 
National Dairy Development 
Board will be engaged as the 
administrator for management 
and operation of the Dhagwar 
Milk Processing Plant.

The cabinet also sanctioned 
enhancement of heli-taxi ser-
vices on the Chandigarh-Shim-

la-Chandigarh route from three 
sorties to twelve sorties per 
week, with fl ights to be oper-
ated twice daily for six days 
a week. The state will provide 
viability gap funding to support 
the operation.

Decision to release salary of 
outsourced employees engaged 
under the Jal Jeevan Mission 
in Jal Shakti department from 
state resources was taken as the 
Centre has not released funds 
under Jal Jeevan Mission, the 
statement said.

The Cabinet also gave its con-
sent to grant an 80-year lease in 
favour of the Himachal Pradesh 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Authority (HIMUDA) by 
amending Rule 7 of the Himach-
al Pradesh Lease Rules, 2013, 
which earlier provided that 
the state government shall not 
grant lease of land for a period 
exceeding 40 years.

Under the revised provisions, women abandoned by 
their husbands, and without independent income, will 

be eligible for benefi ts meant for destitute women 
under various state government schemes

Himachal cabinet redefi nes destitute women status
EASIER ACCESS TO BENEFITS
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Thiruvananthapuram, 

March 7: Top Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi Saturday al-
leged that the country’s data 
resources have been essentially 
handed over to the US post its 
trade deal with India, and said 
issues such as this were being 
not discussed while the debate 
surrounded on what one eats 
and drinks.

In a free-wheeling chat with 
the Information Technology 
(IT) Fraternity at Technopark 
here, the Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha also sought 
for a debate on freebies, won-
dering why such largesse to the 
poor was seen as wrong but it 
was not the case with “Adani, 
Ambani.”

Fielding queries on data pro-
tection, he touched upon the In-
do-US trade deal, of which he 
has been critical.

He said that if India had said 
that its data was the most valu-
able in the world, there would 
have been no taxes on agricul-
ture or on small and medium 
businesses.

“I mean, if in that deal, In-
dia turned around and said, 
listen, this is all fi ne, but our 
data is the most valuable data 
in the world, I can guarantee 

you there will be no taxes on 
agriculture. There would be 
no taxes on small and medium 
business. There would be none 
of that.”

He said that when going into 
a negotiation, one has to know 
what one has.

“We have a huge diversity. 
So, we can understand many 
different things from many dif-
ferent angles. We have the larg-
est pile of data on this planet. 
We have the best engineering 
talent. We have the best med-
ical talent.”

He said that if Russia hands 
over its entire oil reserves to 
the US, there will be a lot of hue 
and cry there.

But, there was “not a peep” in 
India when its data was “hand-
ed over” to the US as part of the 
deal signed by the government, 
he claimed.

He said that one of the cen-
tral questions that politics of 
India need to discuss is how to 
utilise data that is the country’s 
biggest resource, what is its na-
ture, who has access to it and at 
what cost.

The Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha also 
sought for a debate on 

freebies, wondering why 
such largesse to the poor 
was seen as wrong but 
it was not the case with 

‘Adani, Ambani’

Indian data resources 
handed over to US 
through deal: Rahul
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Patna, March 7: JD(U) MLA 
Hari Narayan Singh, a close 
aide of Bihar Chief Minister Ni-
tish Kumar, Saturday claimed 
that a “unanimous” decision 
has been taken to make the 
party supremo’s son Nishant 
the deputy CM in the new gov-
ernment to be formed upon his 
father’s resignation.

Singh, the MLA from Har-
naut, in Nalanda district that 
Kumar himself had represent-
ed in the 1980s, also claimed 
that Nishant, who is entering 
politics in his late 40s, will be 
elected to the state legislative 
council next month.

“At the legislature party 
meeting held at the chief min-

ister’s residence yesterday, a 
unanimous decision was tak-
en to make Nishant the deputy 
CM in the new government,” 
Singh told a private news chan-
nel here, a day after the JD(U) 
president briefed his colleagues 
about his decision to give up 
the post and move to the Rajya 
Sabha.

The JD(U) MLA added, “It 
was also decided that Nishant 
shall formally join the JD(U). 
Since he must become a mem-
ber of the legislature to hold a 
constitutional post, he would 
be elected to the legislative 
council in April when bienni-
al elections to nine seats are 
scheduled. He need not neces-
sarily contest from the seat that 
falls vacant upon his father’s 
resignation.”

To a pointed query, Singh 
said, “It is not clear whether 
Nishant will become the depu-
ty CM as soon as a new govern-
ment is in place or after some 
time. That is a decision to be 
taken by the top leadership in 
due course."

Decision taken to make Nishant 
Bihar’s deputy CM, MLC: Nitish aide

An artisan dyes 'Kalawa', a sacred orange-yellow thread used in Hindu rituals, in Lalgopalganj village, near Prayagraj, Saturday, March 7, 2026. The 
generations-old craft continues as artisans prepare orders ahead of the upcoming Navratri festival   PTI PHOTO
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Kolkata/New Delhi, March 

7: A fi erce political slugfest 
erupted in poll-bound West 
Bengal Saturday, after Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu fl agged 
lack of development among tri-
bals in north Bengal, drawing 
an angry retort from Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, even as 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
accused the TMC of insulting 
the President.

The exchange quickly esca-
lated into a three-cornered po-
litical controversy involving the 
President, Banerjee and the PM, 
injecting fresh heat into the trib-
al outreach battle between the 
ruling TMC and the BJP ahead 
of the Assembly polls.

Addressing the 9th Interna-
tional Santal Conference near 
Bagdogra, Murmu expressed 
concern that Santals and other 
adivasi communities in north 
Bengal were yet to fully ben-
efi t from development despite 
their contribution to the na-
tion, triggering a sharp reac-
tion from the TMC.

Banerjee accused the Presi-
dent of speaking “on the advice 
of the BJP”, and questioned her 
silence on alleged atrocities 
against tribals in states such 
as Manipur and Chhattisgarh.

Wading into the controversy, 
the PM accused the West Ben-
gal government of insulting 
the President during her visit, 
calling the episode “shameful 
and unprecedented”, and alleg-
ing that the TMC dispensation 
had “truly crossed all limits”.

In her address, Murmu said, 
“I do not think that Santals and 
other adivasis in this area are 
fully progressing. The bene-
fi ts of development have not 
reached you as they should.”

Later, while speaking to re-
porters at Phasidewa where 
the programme was scheduled 
to be held, Murmu voiced dissat-
isfaction over the low turnout 
at the event. She questioned the 
decision to shift the venue from 
Bidhannagar near Siliguri to a 
location close to Bagdogra air-
port, suggesting the move made 
it diffi cult for tribal participants 
to attend. Murmu also noted the 
absence of Banerjee and state 
ministers during her visit.

“Generally, when the Presi-
dent is coming, the CM should 
be welcoming her and other 
ministers should be present. 
But, she did not come,” Murmu 
said, adding that Banerjee was 
like her “younger sister” and 
that she herself was “a daugh-
ter of Bengal”. The remarks 
prompted a sharp political re-
sponse from Banerjee, who ac-
cused the BJP of using the Pres-
ident’s offi ce to attack the state 
government ahead of elections.

Escalating her confrontation 

with constitutional authorities, 
Banerjee said politics was be-
ing played “using the Hon’ble 
President on the advice of the 
BJP” and by alleging that “no 
work has been done for tribals”.

“I feel ashamed to even say 
this. We respect the Hon’ble 
President. But she too, has been 
sent to play politics. I am sorry, 
Madam. I have great regard for 
you, but you are being guided 
by BJP’s policies and instruc-
tions,” she said, addressing an 
anti-SIR dharna in Kolkata.

The controversy drew a strong 
reaction from the PM, who said 
that the offi ce of the President is 
above politics and its sanctity 
should always be respected. He 
expressed hope that better sense 
will prevail among the West Ben-
gal government and the ruling 
TMC. “This is shameful and 
unprecedented. Everyone who 
believes in democracy and the 
empowerment of tribal commu-
nities is disheartened,” Modi 
said in a post on X.

He said that the pain and an-
guish expressed by the Presi-
dent, who herself hails from a 
tribal community, has caused 
immense sadness in the minds 
of the people of India.

Murmu’s remarks on tribals 
spark sharp Mamata retort
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Chandigarh, March 7: Police 
have initiated the process to is-
sue a Look Out Circular against 
rapper-musician Badshah to 
prevent him from leaving the 
country, a day after he was 
booked over alleged objection-
able lyrics and visuals in his re-
cently released Haryanvi music 
video, ‘Tateeree’.

Meanwhile, Badshah up-
loaded a video on his offi cial 
Instagram handle, apologising 
if anyone’s sentiments were 
hurt by his latest song.

Panchkula police has issued 
a formal notice directing Bad-
shah to appear before the police 
immediately. Several police 
teams have been constituted 
to ensure his arrest and are 
conducting continuous raids 
at various possible locations, 
the Haryana Police said in a 
statement Saturday.

Considering the possibility of 
the accused attempting to leave 
the country, the process to is-
sue a Look Out Circular (LOC) 
against him has been initiated, 
it said. Police Friday registered 
an FIR under various provisions 
of law based on a complaint 
lodged by a Panchkula resident, 
alleging the use of objectionable 
lyrics and visuals in Badshah’s 
recently released music video.

Sections 3 and 4 of the Indecent 
Representation of Women (Pro-
hibition) Act, 1986, and BNS Sec-
tion 296 (obscene acts and songs) 
have been slapped against the 
rapper. “Taking a strict stance 
against the spread of objection-
able content on social media and 
in songs, Haryana Police has ini-
tiated major action against sing-
er Aditya Prateek Singh Sisodia, 
popularly known as Badshah,” 
the police statement said.

BADSHAH SONG 
CONTROVERSY

Haryana Police in 
process of issuing 
lookout notice

PM accuses TMC of 
‘insulting’ President 
Droupadi Murmu



The Indian 
leadership 
playbook seems 
simple: say 
whatever sounds 
good today, 
promise outcomes 

in some distant future (like 2047), 
and hope no one is around to 
verify the results. In this game, the 
bigger the promise, the louder the 
applause - as if the honest people 
of India won’t notice.
  @sabeer
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SPECIAL TRAIN TONIGHT 
FOR T20 WC FINALS
Northern Railway will operate a special train from New Delhi to 
Ahmedabad Saturday at 11.45 pm for cricket enthusiasts who 
wish to watch the T20 World Cup fi nal. “Due to an increase in 
fl ight ticket costs and unavailability of train tickets following 
a surge in the number of passengers willing to go to Ahmed-
abad, we have decided to operate a special train from New 
Delhi for the convenience of cricket lovers,” Himanshu Upad-
hyay, Chief Public Relations Offi cer, Northern Railway, said

When we speak 
today about 

the rise of countries, 
the rise of countries 
is determined by the 
countries. The rise 
of India will be 
determined by India
S JAISHANKAR | EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS MINISTER

6 wagons of coal-laden 
goods train derail in MP
Katni (MP): Six wagons of 
a coal-laden goods train 
derailed in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Katni district Saturday, 
severely disrupting rail traffi c 
on the busy route and forcing 
the diversion of multiple 
trains, offi cials said. Work is 
underway on war-footing to 
restore the line on the New 
Katni Junction (NKJ) section, 
the West Central Railway’s 
chief public relations offi cer 
Harshit Shrivastava told PTI. 
A team from Jabalpur was at 
the spot overseeing the repair 
work, he said. The derailment 
occurred around 10.30 am 
near the A Cabin in the NKJ 
area, affecting rail operations 
on routes linked to Bilaspur 
in neighbouring Chhattisgarh. 
Katni Area Manager Rohit 
Singh told reporters that the 
freight train laden with coal 
was heading to West Baroda 
from Bilaspur when six of its 
wagons derailed.

4 women killed as 
blaze erupts in factory 
Chandigarh: Four women 
workers were killed while 
at least 11 others sustained 
injuries after a fi re broke 
at a ‘gulal’ (powdered 
colour) manufacturing unit 
in Haryana’s Jind district 
Saturday, police said. The 
fi re allegedly erupted at the 
entry point of the factory -- 
located in a residential area 
of Bhaat Colony in Safi don -- 
and thereafter smoke spread 
inside the factory, they said. 
A couple of workers even 
jumped from the roof of the 
factory to save themselves, 
police said. Police and fi re 
department personnel arrived 
at the scene, and with the 
support of the locals, broke 
a boundary wall to rescue 
workers from the blazing 
factory, they added. Several 
fi re brigades were pressed 
to douse the fi re while 
ambulances were rushed to 
the site to transport victims 
to hospitals, police said. 
However, the cause of the fi re 
is yet to be ascertained.

Over the last 
eight years, 
our journey 

has been fi lled 
with challenges 
and diffi culties. 
At times, it has 
been painful and it has certainly 
not been easy. But with blessings 
from above, the love of the people 
and the support of our citizens, we 
have been able to overcome most 
of these challenges

CONRAD K SANGMA |  
CHIEF MINISTER, MEGHALAYA

The youth of 
the Northeast 
must look 

beyond seeking 
employment and 
instead focus on 
creating it

CP RADHAKRISHNAN  | VICE PRESIDENT

In Assam, 
every spe-
cies thrives. 

In Rani Reserve 
Forest, a black 
bear was spotted 
recently in a 
non-captive environment, signify-
ing the robustness of our wildlife 
conservation efforts

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | 
CHIEF MINISTER, ASSAM
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New Delhi, March 7: With 
India exploring alternative 
sources to further strengthen 
its energy security, countries 
like Australia, Canada and 
several others have offered ad-
ditional gas supplies, offi cial 
sources said Saturday.

Citing the ongoing US-Israel 
confl ict with Iran leading to 
the closure of the key shipping 
route through the Strait of Hor-
muz, sources said the passage 
is not the only route for India’s 
crude imports and asserted 
that the days of dependence on 
a single maritime chokepoint 
are long over.

They noted that supplies 
from Russia, West Africa, the 
Americas, Central Asia, and 
non-Gulf Middle Eastern routes 
have ensured that disruption in 
any single corridor results in a 
managed sourcing adjustment, 
rather than a supply emergen-
cy.

Only around 40 per cent of 
India’s crude imports pass 
through the Strait of Hormuz, 
while about 60 per cent are 
routed through other supply 
routes that remain unaffected, 
they said.

This has ensured that there 
has been no shortage of ener-
gy for Indian consumers even 

during global turmoil or the 
pandemic, sources said.

Several countries, including 
Australia and Canada, have 
also offered additional gas 
supplies, and India continues 
to explore alternative sources 
to further strengthen energy 
security, they said.

India has also recently en-
tered into new energy supply 
arrangements with partners 
such as the United States and 
the United Arab Emirates to en-
sure stable long-term supplies.

Over the last decade, India’s 
strategic oil diplomacy has ex-

panded its supplier base from 
27 to 40 countries across six 
continents. The days when In-
dia’s energy security rose and 
fell with conditions in a single 
maritime chokepoint are over, 
sources said.

They highlighted that In-
dia’s energy procurement de-
cisions are governed by one 
principle -- national interest.

“We source crude from 
wherever supplies are avail-
able, competitively priced, 
and deliverable, and we will 
continue to do so. This has 
been our consistent position 

across administrations and 
across geopolitical cycles,” 
a senior government offi cial 
said, adding that the recent US 
statements are meant for the 
country’s domestic audience.

US Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent Friday announced 
a 30-day waiver permitting 
Indian refi ners to continue 
purchases of Russian oil, de-
scribing India as an essential 
partner.

India has complied with all 
18 rounds of G7 price cap rules 
since they were introduced.

The waiver removes a fric-
tion that was never in any-
one’s interest to sustain and 
recognises the stabilising role 
India’s refi ning and procure-
ment capacity has played in 

global energy markets.
India remains in close touch 

with major global crude oil 
and gas suppliers as well as 
international energy institu-
tions such as the International 
Energy Agency (IEA) and the 
Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC), 
sources said.

“India acted within interna-
tional law throughout. Every 
transaction used compliant 
shipping, audited channels, 
and legal traders. India did not 
break the rules. India stabilised 
markets and the record of glob-
al crude prices during a period 
when India was actively pro-
curing is the clearest evidence 
of that,” the offi cial added.

Sources said every decision 
taken by the government in the 
petroleum sector is guided by 
three criteria -- affordability, 
availability, and sustainability. 
These are not aspirations; they 
are operational commitments 
with auditable outcomes, sourc-
es said.

On fuel prices, the sources 
noted that petrol prices rose by 
about 55 per cent in Pakistan, 
22 per cent in Germany, 19 per 
cent in France, and 11.54 per 
cent in the US during the same 
period, while India’s petrol 
prices increased by less than 
1 per cent.

India exploring new energy options
Australia, Canada offer additional gas supply
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Chandigarh, March 7: The 
Punjab and Haryana High 
Court Saturday acquitted De-
ra Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet 
Ram Rahim Singh in the 2002 
murder case of a journalist, 
seven years after he was con-
victed and sentenced to life 
imprisonment in the case by 
a special CBI court.

The 58-year-old Dera chief is 
currently lodged in Rohtak’s 
Sunaria jail, where he is serv-
ing a 20-year jail term given 
in 2017 for the rape of two of 
his disciples. In May 2024, the 
High Court had overturned 
another special CBI court or-
der and acquitted Ram Rahim 
and four others in the 2002 
murder of the sect’s former 
manager, Ranjit Singh.

Journalist Ram Chander 
Chhatrapati was shot outside 
his house in October 2002 
in Haryana’s Sirsa after his 
newspaper ‘Poora Sach’ pub-
lished an anonymous letter 
narrating the alleged sexual 
exploitation of women follow-

ers at the Dera headquarters 
in Sirsa.

The journalist later suc-
cumbed to injuries, and a case 
was registered in which Ram 
Rahim was named as a con-
spirator. The case was hand-
ed over to the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) in 2006. 
Ram Rahim and three others 
were convicted by a special 
CBI court in Panchkula in 
January 2019. He had chal-
lenged the conviction before 
the high court.

“The high court division 
bench headed by Chief Justice 
Sheel Nagu Saturday acquit-
ted him (Ram Rahim) in the 
murder case of journalist Ram 
Chander Chhatrapati. The 
bench, however, has upheld 
the conviction of three others 
in the case,” sect head’s law-
yer Jitender Khurana said.

A detailed order is awaited.
The journalist’s son, Ans-

hul Chhatrapati, described 
the HC verdict as a “setback” 
for his family, which has been 
fighting a long legal battle, 
and said they will challenge 
it in the Supreme Court.

“Whatever legal remedies 
we have, we will use them. We 
will challenge this verdict in 
the Supreme Court. We expect 
that the investigating agency, 
CBI, would also challenge the 
high court verdict,” he said.

AGENCIES

Dehradun, March 7: Under 
the ambitious ‘Tribal Adi Gram 
Project’ by the Ministry of Trib-
al Affairs, Government of India, 
comprehensive programs are 
being run in 64 selected villag-
es of Uttarakhand to improve 
health, education, self-reliance, 
and social empowerment of 
tribal communities. The proj-
ect is being implemented by 
Patanjali Divya Yog Mandir 
Trust, Haridwar. 

As part of this initiative, a 
large free yoga camp was or-
ganized in the village of Ban-
as Kheda with the support of 
the Women’s Patanjali Yoga 
Committee. Many members 
of the local tribal community 
especially women, youth, and 
senior citizens participated 
with great enthusiasm.

During the camp, partici-
pants practiced various yoga 
asanas, pranayama, medita-
tion, natural health techniques. 
They were encouraged to adopt 
healthy and balanced lifestyle. 
Yoga instructors explained that 
yoga is not just way to prevent 
or cure diseases, but a power-
ful path to live disciplined, bal-
anced, energetic life.

On this occasion, Ramdev 
said, “Yoga is India’s ancient 
and divine way of life, which 
strengthens a person physical-
ly, mentally, and spiritually. 
Patanjali’s mission is to spread 
the light of yoga to every person 
in the country.”

Acharya Balkrishna add-
ed, “The tribal community is 
an important part of our rich 
cultural heritage. This yoga 
camp in Banas Kheda is an im-
portant step toward bringing 
positive change and promot-
ing a healthy lifestyle in tribal 
society.”

Under the project, regular 
free yoga camps, health aware-
ness programs, natural med-
icine consultations, lifestyle 
improvement campaigns are 
being held in villages, directly 
benefi ting the tribal commu-
nities.

Patanjali Divya Yog 
Mandir Trust drives 
health awareness

2002 JOURNALIST MURDER CASE

MERCURY RISES ACROSS NORTH 

Dera Sacha Sauda 
chief acquitted

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyderabad, March 7: Ahead 
of March 31 deadline set by 
the Centre, as many as 130 
Maoists surrendered before 
Telangana Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy here Saturday.

As part of the surrender pro-
cess, the cadres handed over 124 
fi rearms, including AK-47 Rifl es 
and over 5,200 live ammunition 
of various calibre, the highest 
in recent times in the country 
with respect to the quality and 
numbers of arms surrendered 

by the PLGA (People’s Libera-
tion Guerrilla Army).

Of the 130 surrendered ul-
tras, 125 belong to Chattisgarh, 
four are from Telangana, and 
one from Andhra Pradesh, 
DGP B Shivadhar Reddy said.

“Now there is no Telangana 
state committee of Maoists. It 
had completely vanished,” the 
DGP told reporters. The surren-
der of weapons has signifi cantly 
weakened the operational and 
combat capability of the CPI 
(Maoist) in the region and put 
an end to prolonged insurgency 

in the Central Regional Bureau 
(CRB) area, the DGP said.

The surrendered Maoists 
symbolically handed over their 
weapons to the chief minister.

The surrendered Maoists 
belonged to the People’s Liber-
ation Guerrilla Army (PLGA), 
which has now completely lost 
its existence, the DGP said.

Chief Minister Revanth Red-
dy, appealing to underground 
Maoists to join the mainstream, 
said as many as 721 Maoists have 
surrendered in Telangana since 
January 2024. 

130 Maoists surrender in Hyderabad

US Treasury 
Secretary Scott 
Bessent Friday 

announced a 30-day 
waiver permitting 
Indian refi ners to 

continue purchases 
of Russian oil, 

describing India as an 
essential partner 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: A Del-
hi court Saturday granted two 
weeks interim bail to Al-Falah 
group chairman Jawed Sid-
diqui in a money laundering 
case to allow him to take care 
of his wife who is undergoing 
treatment for stage 4 ovarian 
cancer.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Sheetal Chaudhary Pradhan 
granted the relief to Siddiqui, 
noting that his wife was un-
dergoing chemotherapy and 
required support during the 
treatment.

“After considering all the 
present facts and circum-
stances, I am of the considered 
view that applicant/ accused 
deserves to be enlarged on 
interim bail as the wife of ap-
plicant/ accused is unwell,” 
the court said in its order. It 
noted that Siddiqui’s wife was 
undergoing chemotherapy at 
a Delhi hospital and that the 
medical documents placed on 
record were not disputed by 
the Enforcement Directorate. 

It also observed that the 
couple’s three children were 
studying in the UAE and were 
unable to travel to India, leav-
ing the woman without imme-
diate family support. 

“The wife of accused/ ap-
plicant requires care and 
support, cannot be ignored 
and it is also a fact that she 
does not have her family or 
children besides her and it is 
only the accused/ applicant 
being her husband who is re-
quired to give her support,” 
the court said.

Delhi court grants 
2-week interim bail 
to Al-Falah chairman

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: Several 
north Indian states have been 
witnessing a steady rise in mer-
cury, with Delhi Saturday re-
cording a maximum tempera-
ture of 35.7 degrees Celsius, the 
highest reading logged in the 
fi rst week of the month in the 
past 50 years, an IMD offi cial 
told PTI.

According to weather data 
from the past 50 years, earlier 
the highest maximum tempera-
ture reading during the fi rst sev-
en days of March at Safdarjung, 
the city’s base weather station, 
was 34.8 degrees Celsius logged 
March 5, 1999.

With the mercury touching 
35.7 degrees Celsius Saturday, it 
is now the hottest day in the fi rst 
week of March during the 50-year 
period, the IMD offi cial said.

India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) data 2011 onwards 
shows that the second-highest 
temperature reading during the 
fi rst week of March was record-
ed in 2016, when the mercury 
settled at 33.6 degrees Celsius 
March 4.

Safdarjung, the city’s prima-
ry weather station, recorded a 
maximum temperature of 35.7 
degrees Celsius Saturday, 7.3 de-
grees above normal, and a mini-
mum of 17.4 degrees Celsius, 3.4 
notches above normal.

In neighbouring Haryana, the 
average maximum temperature 
was markedly above normal by 
6.2 degrees Celsius. The highest 
temperature in the state was 36.3 
degrees Celsius at Hisar.

In Uttarakhand, temperatures 
have been rising steadily in Deh-
radun and other parts of the state 
for the past few days. According 

to offi cial data, the minimum 
temperature in Dehradun rose 
sharply over the past two to three 
days, from 12 degrees Celsius to 
17.8 degrees Celsius Saturday, six 
degrees Celsius above normal.

Maximum temperatures 
have hovered around 30-31 de-
grees Celsius for the past two 
to three days. The maximum 

temperature Saturday was 31.5 
degrees Celsius, fi ve degrees 
Celsius above normal.

According to the Meteorolog-
ical Centre in Dehradun, maxi-
mum temperatures in both the 
plains and hilly areas of Uttara-
khand have been signifi cantly 
above normal in the past 24 
hours.

Most parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir continued to reel under 
above-normal temperatures Sat-
urday, though there was an ap-
preciable drop in day tempera-
tures compared to the previous 
day, an offi cial of the Meteoro-
logical department said.

However, the conditions are 
likely to change in the coming 
days with the meteorological 
department predicting a spell of 
wet weather from March 10 to 
12 under the infl uence of an ap-
proaching western disturbance.

Jammu recorded a maximum 
of 30 degrees Celsius and a min-
imum of 19.1 degrees Celsius, 
which was 4.6 and 5.6 notches 
above normal during this part 
of the season, respectively. 
Jammu had recorded a high of 
31.8 degrees Celsius and a mini-
mum of 19.1 degrees Celsius the 
previous day.

DELHI’S HOTTEST START TO MARCH IN 50 YEARS

Volunteers from Guru Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha Birmingham UK, take part in ‘kar sewa’, voluntary service, at 
the Golden Temple, in Amritsar, Saturday
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MASS EXODUS
Pakistani and Afghan troops exchanged fi re 
at dozens of points along their border as the 
UN said their week-old confl ict has forced the 
displacement of more than 100,000 people. The 
South Asian nations show no signs of rap-
prochement in their worst fi ghting in years, 
adding to the volatility in a region also contend-
ing with US and Israeli strikes on Iran - a nation 
that borders both Afghanistan and Pakistan

The stakes could 
not be higher. All 

the unlawful attacks in the 
Middle East and beyond are 
causing tremendous suf-
fering and harm to civilians 
throughout the region and 
pose a grave a risk to the 
global economy
ANTONIO GUTERRES | 
SECRETARY-GENERAL, UNITED NATIONS 

Russian drone swarm 
kills 10 in Ukraine 
Kharkiv: Russia launched 
a barrage of drones and 
missiles at Ukraine overnight 
on Saturday, damaging 
infrastructure and killing at 
least 10 people, including two 
children, in the northeast city 
of Kharkiv, Ukrainian officials 
said. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said 
that Russia launched 480 
drones and 29 missiles 
targeting the energy sector 
and railway infrastructure 
across the country. Ukrainian 
air defence units shot down 
453 drones and 19 missiles, 
the air force said. But nine 
missiles and 26 attack drones 
hit 22 sites, it said.

US grants license for 
Venezuelan gold
Washington: The US 
issued a license Friday that 
authorizes dealings with 
Minerven, Venezuela's 
state-owned gold mining 
company, in the latest sign of 
the Trump administration's 
intent to exercise more 
control over that country's 
natural resources. The license 
was issued after US Interior 
Secretary Doug Burgum met 
in Venezuela with acting 
President Delcy Rodriguez 
this week, as well as with 
representatives of more than 
two dozen US mining and 
minerals companies. Many 
of them previously operated 
in Venezuela. Burgum said 
Venezuela's government 
gave security assurances 
to mining companies 
interested in investing in 
the country, where mineral-
rich areas have long been 
controlled by guerrilla 
members, gangs and other 
illegal groups.

IS militants abduct 
over 300 in Nigeria
Abuja: Islamic militants 
attacked a town in 
northeastern Nigeria Friday, 
abducting more than 300 
people, including women 
and children, local officials 
said. The attack happened 
in the town of Ngoshe in 
Borno state, according to 
Bulama Sawa, an official 
from the Gwoza area. He 
told The Associated Press 
the attack was likely in 
retaliation for an operation 
by the military that killed 
three commanders of the 
militant Boko Haram group. 
No one immediately claimed 
responsibility for Friday's 
attack. Nigeria is battling 
a complex security crisis 
from different armed groups. 
The United States has sent 
troops to the West African 
nation to help advise its 
military on the fight against 
insecurity.

If a govern-
ment attacks 
its own 

people, silences 
journalists, and 
curtails freedom, 
there are conse-
quences. The people of Georgia 
have our full support but there is 
no place for those representing 
repression in our union

KAJA KALLAS | FOREIGN POLICY CHIEF, EU 

The job 
market is 
struggling 

in the face of so 
many headwinds. 
Companies are 
going to be even 
more reluctant to hire this spring 
until the war ends and they can 
see consumers still spending. It's a 
tense time for the US economy

HEATHER LONG | CHIEF ECONOMIST, NAVY 
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

There is no 
place for 
corruption 

to hide. The fi ght 
against corrup-
tion must move 
forward

XI JINPING | PRESIDENT, CHINA

SHORT TAKES

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Dubai, March 7: Iran's presi-
dent rejected a demand by the 
United States for an uncondi-
tional surrender Saturday and 
apologised for Iran's attacks on 
regional countries, as Israel 
and the United States kept up 
their airstrikes targeting the 
Islamic Republic.

Gulf countries say they have 
intercepted more ballistic mis-
siles and drones launched from 
Iran. Saudi Arabia said it 
stopped four drones attack-
ing the country's massive 
Shaybah oil field, the second 
attack within hours. Flights 
in and out of Dubai Interna-
tional Airport were interrupt-
ed after passengers were ush-
ered down into train tunnels 
as several blasts were heard 

and the alert sounded.
Meanwhile, Israeli war-

planes hammered Beirut and 
Tehran. Death toll continued to 
rise Saturday with at least 1,230 
people killed in Iran, more than 
200 in Lebanon and around a 
dozen in Israel, according to 
offi cials. Six US troops were 
reported killed.

US President Donald Trump's 
administration approved a new 
$151 million arms sale to Israel 
after Trump said he would not 
negotiate with Iran without its 
"unconditional surrender."

Israel launched an operation in 
Lebanon to fi nd information on a 
missing pilot

The Israeli military says its 
special forces conducted an op-
eration deep inside Lebanon in 
an attempt to gather informa-

tion about an Israeli navigator 
who has been missing for near-
ly 40 years.The Israeli army's 
Arabic spokesman posted on X 
that no evidence was found re-
lated to Israeli pilot Ron Arad, 
who was captured alive after 
his fi ghter jet crashed over 
southern Lebanon in 1986.

According to Lebanon's 
state media, Israeli forces 
landed in the eastern Leba-
nese town of Nabi Chit late 
Friday and were intercepted 
by members of the militant 
Hezbollah group, triggering a 
gunfi ght that lasted until the 
early hours of Saturday.

Ron Arad was believed to 
have been held in Nabi Chit un-
til 1988, when he went missing.

An Iranian cleric warns that 
Khamenei's successor should be 

named quickly
A prominent cleric in Iran, 

Ayatollah Nasser Makarem 
Shirazi, urged the country's As-
sembly of Experts to act quickly 
and name a new supreme lead-
er, likely in response to the on-
going political confusion.

Buildings associated with 
the 88-cleric panel have been 
hit by airstrikes in the war, 
likely slowing any meeting of 
the group. 

"The timely realisation of 
this important matter will 
lead to national authority and 
the best possible organisation 
of affairs," Shirazi said in a 
statement.

Qatar Airways operates limited 
fl ights to Doha

Qatar Airways says it will 
operate six fl ights into Doha 
Sunday through a "safe corri-
dor," as the country's airspace 
remains closed. The state-
owned airline said the fl ights 
will come from fi ve European 
cities as well as Bangkok.

Israel says it struck Hezbollah targets 
in southern and eastern Lebanon

The latest wave of Israeli 
airstrikes included targets in 
Lebanon's eastern Bekaa Val-
ley, the Israeli military said.

The Iranian-backed militant 
group Hezbollah said its fi ght-
ers clashed with an Israeli force 
that landed there late Friday. 
Israel hasn't commented on the 
fi ghting in the Bekaa Valley.

The military also said its Sat-
urday strikes hit rocket launch-
ers, weapons storage facilities 
and two command centres of 
Hezbollah's Radwan Force in 
southern Lebanon.

Bahrain says it repelled fresh 
missile and drone attacks

Bahrain's military intercept-
ed two missiles and a drone 
Saturday, the Defence Minis-
try said. That brought the total 
to 86 missiles and 148 drones 
that have been intercepted over 
Bahrain since the US and Israel 
launched a war against Iran last 
weekend.

Israel hammers Beirut, Tehran
Death toll continued to rise Saturday with at least 1,230 people killed 
in Iran, more than 200 in Lebanon and around a dozen in Israel Pak raises petrol, diesel prices 

by PKR 55/L, highest-ever hike
Islamabad: In the fi rst post-Iran war economic shock, Pakistan government in 
an overnight decision has increased petrol and high-speed diesel prices by PKR 
55 per litre each, the highest-ever hike. Addressing a press conference just before 
midnight, Petroleum Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik, Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar and Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb announced 
the hike with the consolation that the country has suffi cient petroleum reserves. 
As a result of the hike, the ex-depot price of high-speed diesel was fi xed at PKR 
335.86 per litre for the coming week, up by about 20 per cent from PKR 280.86 per 
litre. Likewise, the ex-depot price of petrol was revised to PKR 321.17 per litre 
from PKR 266.17 per litre, refl ecting an increase of around 17 per cent.

Sri Lanka will repatriate bodies of 
Iranian sailors killed in US attack
Colombo: Sri Lanka will repatriate the bodies of the Iranian sailors who were 
killed on IRIS Dena, the fi rst Iranian ship that was torpedoed by the US, the Depu-
ty Defence Minister said Saturday. Sri Lanka said Wednesday it had recovered 84 
bodies of Iranian sailors after the US submarine attack sank the Iranian frigate 
IRIS Dena off Galle on the island's southern coast. The ship had been returning 
to Iran from Visakhapatnam, India, where it had participatedÂ in a naval fl eet re-
view exercise. "The bodies are kept under refrigeration and action will be taken 
to send them back to Iran," Minister Aruna Jayasekera told reporters answering 
a query here Saturday. The government maintains that the situation has not 
improved yet to try sending them by air or by sea. The magisterial inquiry and 
the post-mortem on 84 bodies were concluded in the southern port town of Galle 
March 5. Eighty of the 84 were identifi ed by the survivors.

An explosion on Beirut's southern suburbs after an Israeli strike, following an escalation between Hezbollah and 
Israel amid the US-Israeli confl ict with Iran and Lebanon Saturday  REUTERS

PAK MAN WITH IRAN 
LINKS CONVICTED OF 
PLOTTING TO KILL TRUMP 
REUTERS

Washington, March 6: A 
Pakistani man was convicted 
Friday of planning to kill Pres-
ident Donald Trump and other 
prominent US politicians two 
years ago at the behest of Iran, 
the Department of Justice said.

Asif Merchant was accused of 
trying to recruit people in the 
US in a plan targeting Trump 
and others in retaliation for 
Washington's killing of Iranian 
military commander Qassem 
Soleimani in 2020, when Trump 
was in his fi rst term.

Targets in the 2024 plot also 
included then-President Joe 
Biden and Nikki Haley, who 
ran against Trump that year 
for the Republican presiden-
tial nomination, federal pros-
ecutors said.

Merchant was convicted of 
"murder for hire and attempting 
to commit an act of terrorism 
transcending national bound-
aries," directed by the Iranian 
authorities, the DOJ said, opens 
new tab in a statement.

The trial in the New York 
City borough of Brooklyn 
started last week, days before 
Trump ordered an assault on 
Iran, carried out with Israel, 
that has expanded into the re-
gion's biggest war in years.

Merchant admitted to joining 
the plot with Iran's elite Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps but 
testifi ed he did so unwillingly, to 
protect his family in Tehran.

Merchant said he was never 
ordered to kill a specifi c per-
son but that his Iranian han-
dler named three people in the 
course of conversations in the 
Iranian capital.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Kathmandu, March 7: RSP's 
Balendra Shah Saturday defeat-
ed four-time PM K P Sharma 
Oli by a huge margin and set 
to form the next government in 
Nepal, decimating traditional 
political parties in the fi rst gen-
eral elections since last year's 
violent Gen Z protests demand-
ing generational change and 
corruption-free regime.

Rapper-turned-politician 
Balendra Shah 'Balen,' the 
prime ministerial candidate of 
the Rastriya Swatantra Party 
(RSP) defeated Oli, the chair of 
Nepal's legacy party, the Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Unifi ed 
Marxist-Leninist) -- CPN-UML 
-- by a huge margin of about 
50,000 votes in Jhapa-5 constit-
uency. Balen, 35, secured 68,348 
votes against 74-year-old Oli's 
18,734, the Election Commis-
sion (EC) said.

The RSP, which was formed 
in 2022 by Ravi Lamichhane, 
has won 70 seats out of the 87 
seats for which results have 
been declared by 8:30 pm, ac-
cording to the Election Com-
mission (EC).

RSP's seats include a clean 
sweep in all 10 constituencies of 
Kathmandu district even as it 
is leading in 52 seats across the 
country, the EC data showed.

Legacy parties were far be-
hind in convincing voters for 
whom the major issues includ-
ed fi ghting corruption and an 
end to nepotism apart from a 
generational change in politi-
cal leadership of the Himalayan 
nation.

The Nepali Congress (NC) 
won ten and was leading in 
nine seats; the CPN-(UML) won 
just three seats and is leading 

in eight; the Nepali Communist 
Party (NCP) won two seats and 
is leading in fi ve, the Shrama 
Shakti Party (SSP) was leading 
in three seats, and the Rastriya 
Prajatantra Party (RPP) won 
one seat, the EC data showed. 
Among the winners is one in-
dependent.

Nepal witnessed about 60 
per cent voter turnout during 
the March 5 elections to the 
House of Representatives. The 
counting of votes started late 
Thursday night and as of 5 pm 
Saturday, counting was in prog-
ress in 162 constituencies, the 
Election Commission said.

The election was being close-
ly watched by India, which is 
hoping for a stable government 
in the politically fragile Hima-
layan nation to take forward 
the developmental partnership 
between the two sides.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Saturday congratulated 
the people and government of 
Nepal for the successful con-
duct of elections.

"It is heartening to see my 
Nepali sisters and brothers ex-

ercise their democratic rights 
so vibrantly. This historic mile-
stone is a proud moment in Ne-
pal's democratic journey," Modi 
said in a post on X.

Modi also said that as a close 
friend and neighbour, India re-
mains steadfast in its commit-
ment to working closely with 
the people of Nepal and its 
new government to scale new 
heights of shared peace, prog-
ress and prosperity.

"Balen babu, congratulations 
for the victory," Oli wrote in his 
social media post.

Oli, who too was projected as 
the PM face of the CPN-UML, 
wished Balen for a full fi ve year 
tenure for his government in 
the Himalayan nation that has 
seen 14 governments in the last 
18 years.

"I wish your fi ve year ten-
ure be trouble free, successful 
and hearty congratulations," 
Oli said as he attached a 2022 
photo showing him gifting a 
tabla to Balen after the rap-
per-turned-politician won Kath-
mandu mayor's election as an 
independent.

LANDSLIDE VICTORY

Rookie Balendra defeats four-time 
Nepal PM Oli; RSP to form next govt 
Rapper-turned-politician 
Balendra Shah is Nepal's 

rising star in politics

Flash fl oods in 
Nairobi kill 23
REUTERS

Nairobi, March 7: Aid work-
ers pulled bodies from fl ood-
waters across Nairobi on Sat-
urday after fl ash fl oods that 
began overnight killed at least 
23 people, swept away dozens 
of cars and disrupted fl ights at 
East Africa's biggest airport, 
authorities said.

Kenyan President William 
Ruto said he had deployed a 
team of emergency respond-
ers, including soldiers, to co-
ordinate rescue efforts, while 
offering condolences to the 
affected communities.

"I have also ordered that relief 
food from our national strategic 
reserves be immediately released 
and distributed to families af-
fected by the fl oods," he said in a 
statement on social media.

In the industrial neighbour-
hood of Grogan, security guard 
John Lomayan, 34, looked at the 
body of an elderly man he rec-
ognised - a roadside egg seller 
- trapped beneath a car that had 
been washed away when the 
Nairobi River burst its banks.

Kenya Airways said the rains 
had disrupted fl ights to Nairobi 
and forced some to divert to the 
coastal city of Mombasa.

Scientists say global warm-
ing is worsening fl oods and 
droughts across East Africa 
by concentrating rainfall into 
shorter, more intense bursts.

REUTERS

Washington, March 7: Pres-
ident Donald Trump will host 
Latin American leaders in 
Florida Saturday as his ad-
ministration seeks to counter 
China's growing infl uence in 
the region, a diplomatic show 
just days after US strikes on 
Iran opened a new front in the 
Middle East.

The summit comes as Trump 
prepares for talks with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in Beijing 
at the end of March. The Trump 
administration hopes to pull 
Latin America closer to Wash-
ington after years of growing 
Chinese trade, lending and in-
frastructure investment in the 
region.

Saturday's gathering, dubbed 
the "Shield of the Americas," 
also gives Trump a chance to 
project strength closer to home 
even as the confl ict in the Mid-
dle East leads to consequences 
he may not fully control, such 
as rising prices for oil and gas.

Kristi Noem will be spe-
cial envoy for the "Shield of 
the Americas", Trump posted 
Thursday. Noem was Home-
land Security secretary until 
Trump removed her from that 
post this week after mounting 
criticism of her from Congress.

The summit brings together 
conservative leaders aligned 
with Trump on security, migra-
tion and economics, refl ecting a 
broader rightward shift in parts 
of Latin America.

Among those expected to at-
tend are Argentine President 
Javier Milei, Chile's presi-
dent-elect Jose Antonio Kast 
and Salvadoran President 
Nayib Bukele, whose gang 
crackdown, criticized by hu-
man rights groups, has become 
a model for parts of Latin Amer-
ica's right.

Politicians from across the 
region have toured Bukele's 
sprawling "mega-prison," 
where the United States last 
year deported more than 200 
Venezuelans without trial.

Trump hosts Latin American 
leaders with China in focus

 Trump hosts Latin American 
leaders to counter China's 
infl uence

Summit focuses on security, 
migration, and economic ties

China's trade with Latin 
America hits record $518 
billion in 2024

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Islamabad, March 7: An 
anti-terrorism court on Sat-
urday sentenced 47 Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf leaders and 
supporters to 10 years impris-
onment and a PKR 5,00,000 fi ne 
each in absentia for vandalism 
and violence during the May 9, 
2023, protest.

The countrywide protest 
was launched by workers and 
leaders of the Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) following the 
arrest of former premier and 

party founder Imran Khan in 
Islamabad.

A group of protesters also 
tried to storm the General Head-
quarters, the seat of the army 
chief, in Rawalpindi, resulting 
in vandalism of the properties.

The case was registered at the 
RA Bazar Police Station, Rawal-
pindi, soon after the incident.

The PTI supporters were 
charged with arson, siege, van-
dalism, attacks on police, and 
damaging government proper-
ty, specifi cally in connection 
with attacks on the GHQ gate, 

Hamza Camp, the Army Mu-
seum, and Sixth Road Metro 
Station.

The anti-terrorism court 
(ATC) Rawalpindi judge, Am-
jad Ali Shah, issued the verdict 
against the 47 who had already 
been declared as proclaimed 
offenders.

The court found them guilty 
and sentenced each of them to 
10 years imprisonment, along 
with a fi ne of PKR 5,00,000 per 
convict and the confi scation of 
their movable and immovable 
properties.

47 Imran Khan supporters get 10 yrs in jail
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business
SBI LAUNCHES $500MN SOCIAL LOAN 
TO ADVANCE WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT
Country's leading lender SBI Saturday announced the 
launch of a $500 million syndicated social term loan facil-
ity, focused exclusively on women empowerment with a 
greenshoe option, on the eve of International Women's 
Day. This syndicated transaction is a milestone for SBI and 
the global ESG fi nancing landscape, for the noble cause of 
women empowerment, the bank said in a statement

This is an emergency situation. 
There is something (affect) here 
and there. But in the power sector 
we are moving ahead in a way 
that there will be no disturbance 
(in supplies). Peak power demand 
will be 270GW this time (summer) 
and will not go beyond that
SHRIPAD YESSO NAIK | MINISTER OF STATE FOR POWER 

Wheat procurement 
target fixed at 30.3MT
New Delhi: The government 
has fi xed the wheat 
procurement target at 30.3 
million tonne for the 2026-27 
Rabi Marketing Season 
(RMS), as per an offi cial 
statement. The target was 
fi nalised at a meeting of 
State Food Secretaries 
chaired by the Secretary 
in Department of Food 
and Public Distribution 
(DFPD), here Friday. Much 
of the wheat procurement 
is undertaken between 
April and June, while other 
crops through the season till 
March. Paddy procurement 
for 2025-26 (Rabi crop) 
has been estimated at 
7.6 million tonne in rice 
equivalent, while around 
7,79,000 tonne of coarse 
grains including millets 
(Shri Anna) has also been 
estimated for procurement 
by states. Wheat output 
is expected to surpass 
last year's record 117.94 
million tonne, potentially 
touching 120 million tonne, 
on the back of record sowing 
across 33.41 million hectares 
and favourable weather 
conditions. The Food 
Corporation of India's (FCI) 
wheat stocks are projected 
at around 18.2 million 
tonne as of April 1, 2026, 
ensuring adequate supply 
for domestic requirements. 
India in February lifted a 
four-year ban on wheat 
and wheat product exports, 
approving an initial shipment 
allowance of 2.5 million 
tonne of wheat and 5,00,000 
tonne of wheat products.

IRB Infrastructure toll 
revenue jumps in Feb
New Delhi: IRB 
Infrastructure Saturday said 
its toll revenue in February 
2026 rose 22 per cent year-
on-year to Rs 746 crore. The 
toll revenue in February 
2025 was at Rs 614 crore, 
IRB said in an exchange 
fi ling. The toll revenue 
includes earning of IRB InvIT 
Fund (Public InvIT) and IRB 
Infrastructure Trust (Private 
InvIT). The newly added IRB 
Harihara Tollways (TOT 17) 
in Uttar Pradesh contributed 
its full month toll revenue 
of February 2026 at Rs 52.8 
crore. Of the total 24 toll 
assets, IRB MP Expressway 
in Maharashtra contributed 
the major share of Rs 148.2 
crore to the total revenue 
collection in February 2026, 
up from Rs 140.9 crore a 
year ago. Contribution of 
IRB Ahmedabad Vadodara 
Super Express Tollway rose 
to Rs 79.7 crore in February 
2026 from Rs 63.9 crore 
a year ago, which is the 
second largest in the total 
toll collection. 

SHORT TAKES

Collabora-
tions (are 
possible) in 

biotechnology, 
clean energy, fi sh-
ery, geo-thermal 
and innovations, 
they (Iceland fi rms) could use the 
Indian market to scale up. There 
is a huge potential for investments,

R RAVINDRA | INDIA'S AMBASSADOR TO ICELAND

India's growth 
ambitions 
require the 

full participation of 
its talent pool. At 
Vedanta, women 
today represent 23 
per cent of our workforce but this 
is only the beginning. Our ambition 
is to grow to 35 per cent and ulti-
mately to 50 per cent

PRIYA AGARWAL HEBBAR  | NON-EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, VEDANTA LTD AND CHAIRPERSON, 
HINDUSTAN ZINC LIMITED

uoteu

Good news 
for exporters. 
The current 

50 per cent RoDTEP 
rates are applica-
ble only up to 31st 
March 2026. The 
full restoration of RoDTEP rates 
will take effect from 1st April 2026, 
which should provide much-need-
ed support to the exporting 
community

SC RALHAN | PRESIDENT, FIEO 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 7: Tata 
Power Central Odisha Distribu-
tion Limited (TPCODL) Corpo-
rate Offi ce celebrated Lineman 
Diwas, honouring the dedica-
tion, courage and service of 
its frontline workforce Friday. 
On the occasion, linemen were 
felicitated for their exemplary 
service and dedication to keep-
ing the power fl owing across 
Central Odisha.

Lineman Diwas was more 
than just a celebration; it was 
a recognition of the men who 
form the backbone of the pow-
er distribution network. Their 
work often goes unnoticed, 
but their contribution touches 
every life that benefi ts from 

reliable electricity. Through 
storms, outages and emergen-
cies, these linemen respond 
with professionalism, ensur-
ing that communities remain 
connected and safe.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the honoured linemen shared 
their experiences and appre-
ciation for the organisation’s 
support.

Niranjan Parida, who has 

spent years working in the 
fi eld, highlighted the impor-
tance of safety in daily oper-
ations.

"Working on power lines 
demands constant alertness 
and discipline. What gives us 
confi dence in the fi eld is that 
TPCODL places safety above 
everything else. The company 
continuously reminds us that 
no work is more important than 

our safety. From safety drills to 
strict protocols, the emphasis 
on safety culture helps us per-
form our duties responsibly 
while protecting ourselves and 
our teammates."

For Sanyasi Behera, continu-
ous skill development has been 
a defi ning part of his journey as 
a lineman.

"The training opportunities 
provided by TPCODL have 
helped us grow professionally. 
Through regular workshops 
and practical sessions, we 
learn about new techniques, 
safety practices and modern 
equipment. These trainings not 
only improve our knowledge 
but also boost our confi dence 
while handling challenging 
fi eld situations."

TPCODL celebrates Lineman Diwas

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 7: Mal-
abar Gold & Diamonds, one of 
the largest gold and diamond 
retail chains in the country, 
launched the ‘Artistry Show’ at 
its Soubhagyanagar showroom. 

The exclusive exhibition, be-
ginning March 6 and running 
until March 9, will showcase 
the artistic fi nesse of hand-
crafted jewellery, featuring a 
wide range of traditional and 
contemporary designs.

The Artistry Show was 
launched by Lopamudra Prad-
han, entrepreneur, leading 
makeup artist, beauty and hos-
pitality business owner in the 
presence of all the management 
team of Malabar Gold and Dia-
monds. Each piece of jewellery 
on display at the show is unique 
and a testament to the art and 
skilled craft of Indian design. 

The collection features 
designs crafted with atmost 

perfection and a wide variety 
of pieces from the exclusive 
brands of Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds, such as Mine diamond 
jewellery, Era uncut diamonds, 
Precia gemstone jewellery, Eth-
nix handcrafted jewellery, Vi-
raz Royal Polki jewellery, and 
more.

On this occasion, Malabar al-
so launched The Big Brilliant 
Sale where customer will get up 
to 40% off on making charges 
of gold, uncut and gemstone 
jewellery and up to 30% off on 
diamond value.

“We are delighted to launch 
the Artistry Show in Soubha-
gyanagar showroom and in-
troduce exquisite designs that 
celebrate the excellence of our 
jewellery craftsmanship. Jew-
ellery buyers in the city can 
enjoy our products with the 
assurance of the highest qual-
ity, purity, and fair prices,” 
said MP Ahammed, Chairman, 
Malabar Group.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds 
launches Artistry Show

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, March 7: More than 
67 per cent of women in India 
across sectors believe that pay 
parity exists at workplaces, 
while 33 per cent feel there is 
pay gap, a report by Naukri.
com said Saturday.

The report 'What Women 
Professionals Want' is based 
on a survey involving 50,000 
women across more than 50 
industries in the country.

According to the report, 67 
per cent of respondents said pay 
parity exists in their workplac-
es, while 33 per cent felt there is 
no pay parity which is strongly 
believed by professionals in re-
al estate (42 per cent) followed 

by FMCG (38 per cent), pharma-
ceutical and life sciences (38 per 
cent), and automobiles (37 per 
cent).

Respondents from retail (35 
per cent), hotels and restau-
rants (35 per cent), IT Services 
and Consulting (34 per cent), 
Telecom/ISP (34 per cent), 
Medical Services/Hospital (33 
per cent), and Oil & Gas (33 per 
cent) also believed that non pay 
parity or pay gaps exists, the re-
port added.

The report, released on the 
eve of International Women's 
Day, also highlighted a grow-
ing demand for equal pay au-
dits and menstrual leave, with 
the demand being strongest 
among professionals in higher 

pay brackets.
Demand for equal pay audits 

and menstrual leave rose to 27 
per cent from 19 per cent in the 
previous year, with the demand 

highest among high-earners (48 
per cent), indicating that "the 
closer women get to the top, the 
more they can see the gap," it 
added.

Further, the report revealed 
that nearly 50 per cent of re-
spondents hid their personal 
plans, such as marriage or 
maternity plans, fearing bias. 
One in two women (50 per cent) 
hesitate to share marriage or 
maternity plans in interviews 
due to fear of bias (34 per cent), 
the report said.

This hesitation intensifi es 
with experience, rising from 

29 per cent among freshers to 
40 per cent for those with 10-15 
years of experience.

Nearly 42 per cent of re-
spondents said that bias in 
hiring and promotions is the 
biggest challenge faced by di-
verse women at the workplace, 
which grew by 7 basis points 
year-on-year, and this trend 
is similar across major metro 
cities like Chennai (44 per cent) 
and Delhi/NCR (43 per cent), 
the report stated.

However, the report said 
that amid challenges, 83 per 
cent of the respondents feel 
encouraged to pursue leader-
ship roles, up from 66 per cent, 
especially those in the southern 
cities.

Over 67% women say pay parity exists at workplaces: Survey
Behind every data 
point in this report is 

a woman who is ambitious. 
The fact that 83 per cent feel 
encouraged to lead is 
something to celebrate
SUMEET SINGH | GROUP CMO, INFO EDGE INDIA 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New York, March 7: The 
price of oil surged higher and 
showed no signs of halting its 
rapid climb a week after the 
US and Israel launched major 
attacks on Iran that escalated 
into a war in the Middle East.

The conflict, in which 
nearly every country in the 
Middle East has sustained 
damage from missiles or 
drone strikes, has left ships 
that carry roughly 20 million 
barrels of oil a day stranded 
in the Persian Gulf, unable to 
safely pass through the Strait 
of Hormuz, the narrow mouth 
of the Gulf that is bordered on 
its north side by Iran.

The disruption and damage 
to key oil and gas facilities in 
the Middle East has led to an 
interruption in the supply of 
oil and gas.

Oil prices surpassed $90 a 
barrel Friday, with American 
crude settling at $90.90, up 36% 
from a week ago, and Brent, 
the international standard, 
climbing 27% over the course 

of the week to land at $92.69.
The fallout is ratcheting up 

what consumers and business 
will pay for gasoline, diesel 
and jet fuel, with some drivers 
already feeling it at the pump.

"It's crazy. It's not needed, 
especially at a time when peo-
ple are already struggling, 
but not unexpected from all 
this turmoil that's going on," 
said Mark Doran, who was 
pumping gas in Middlebury, 
Vermont Friday. "I don't think 
there's been an end in sight to 
any Middle East conflict that's 
been started by us, so the fact 
that they say that there's go-
ing to be an end that quick-
ly is not believable, and the 
Middle East is, you know, a 
place that the US is not going 
to solve."

On Monday, President Don-
ald Trump said that the US ex-
pected its military operations 
against Iran to last four to five 
weeks but has " the capability 
to go far longer." And on Fri-
day, Trump appeared to rule 
out talks with Iran absent its 
"unconditional surrender."

"The more news we get, 
the more it seems like this 
is going to last a really long 
time," said Al Salazar, head of 
macro oil and gas research at 
Enverus. 

In the US, a gallon of regu-
lar gasoline rose to $3.32 Fri-
day, up 11% from a week ago, 
according to AAA motor club. 
Diesel was selling for $4.33 a 
gallon Friday, up 15% from a 
week ago.

The price shocks were felt 
even more heavily in Europe 
and Asia, markets that rely 
more heavily on energy sup-
plies from the Middle East. Die-
sel prices doubled in Europe, 
and jet fuel prices rose by close 
to 200% in Asia, according to 
Claudio Galimberti, chief econ-
omist at Rystad Energy.

Energy prices climbed 
throughout the week as Iran 
launched a series of retaliato-
ry attacks, including a drone 
strike on the US Embassy in 
Saudi Arabia, and the conflict 
widened. Iran also hit a major 
refinery in Saudi Arabia and 
a liquefied natural gas (LNG) 

facility in Qatar, halting flows 
of refined products and taking 
about 20% of the world's LNG 
supply offline.

"We keep seeing news of 
vessels being hit or refineries 
or pipelines, so the list is very 
long," Galimberti said. As a 
result, roughly 9 million bar-
rels of oil per day are off the 
market because of facilities 
being hit or producers taking 
precautionary measures, he 
said. "Right now, with all of 
this shut in, we are in a situ-
ation of extreme deficit."

The US is a net exporter of 
oil, but that does not mean it 
is immune to increases in the 
price of oil or gasoline, or that 
its producers can just make up 
the difference. 

Oil is traded on global mar-
kets, so even the oil produced 
in the US has risen in price 
based on what's happening in 
the Middle East. 

In addition, the US can't 
simply turn all of its crude oil 
into gasoline. That's because 
most of the oil produced in 
the US is light, sweet crude, 
and refineries on the East 
and West coasts are primarily 
designed to process heavier, 
sour crude. As a result, the 
US exports some of its crude 
oil and imports some refined 
products such as gasoline.

Trump issued a plan Fri-
day to insure losses up to ap-
proximately $20 billion in the 
Gulf region, aiming to restore 
confidence in maritime trade, 
help stabilize international 
commerce and support Amer-
ican and allied businesses op-
erating in the Middle East. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 7: India's 
agri and food products exports 
worth $11.8 billion to West Asia 
are at risk as the confl ict in the 
region is disrupting shipping 
routes, raising insurance costs 
and creating uncertainty in lo-
gistics, think tank GTRI said 
Saturday.

In 2025, India exported about 
$11.8 billion of agricultural and 
food products such as cereals, 
fruits, vegetables, dairy prod-
ucts, and spices to West Asia, 
accounting for 21.8 per cent 
of India's total exports in this 
sector.

"The Gulf region's geographic 
proximity and large expatriate 
Indian population have histori-
cally made it a natural market 
for India's food exports. How-
ever, the confl ict in the region 
is disrupting shipping routes, 
raising insurance costs and cre-
ating uncertainty in logistics," 
the Global Trade Research Ini-
tiative (GTRI) said.

India exported $7.48 billion of 
cereals, fruits, vegetables and 
spices to West Asia in 2025, 
with the region accounting for 
29.2 per cent of India's global 
exports in this category.

Key shipments include rice, 
bananas, onions and vegeta-
bles, pulses, nuts, coffee, tea 
and a wide range of spices.

The country exported banan-
as worth $396.5 million and on-
ions and garlic worth $111 mil-
lion last year to that region, 
which includes the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Iran, Bahrain, among 
others.

The other major products 
that India exported to the re-
gion last year include nutmeg, 
mace and cardamom ($295.5 
million), spice seeds such as 
cumin and coriander ($163 
million), ginger and turmeric 
($173 million), coffee ($240.7 
million), tea ($410.1 million), 
processed food, sugar and cocoa 
preparations ($1.35 billion), and 
fi sh, meat, frozen and processed 
products ($1.81 billion).

Further, the think tank said 
that India exported $281.1 mil-
lion of dairy products to West 

Asia in 2025, accounting for 28.9 
per cent of India's total dairy 
exports.

Similarly, the country 
shipped $197.5 million worth 
of alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages to West Asia in 2025, 
and these shipments accounted 
for 43.3 per cent of India's ex-
ports in this category.

India's agricultural exports 
have developed a deep depen-
dence on West Asian markets 
over the past decade, particu-
larly for products such as rice, 
bananas, spices, meat and dairy 
products.

The Gulf has been a natural 
destination due to its geograph-
ic proximity and large Indian 
diaspora.

"But the ongoing confl ict in 
West Asia, along with disrup-
tions to shipping routes and 
rising insurance costs, is now 
creating uncertainty for export-
ers and could directly affect 
farmers and food processors 
across several Indian states," 
exporters said.

West Asia crisis putting 
$11.8 bn worth of India’s 
farm exports at risk

War fuels global oil spikeMIDDLE EAST 
UNCERTAINTY

Oil prices surpassed 
$90 a barrel Friday, 

with American crude 
settling at $90.90, up 

36% from a week ago, 
and Brent, the 

international stan-
dard, climbing 27% 

over the course of the 
week to land at $92.69

In 2025 alone, India exported nearly $11.8bn worth of 
agricultural and food products to the region, accounting 
for more than one-fi fth of the country's total agri export

Rice faces the 
largest potential 
impact. India 

exported $4.43 billion 
of rice to West Asia, 
accounting for 36.7 per 
cent of its global rice 
exports, making Gulf 
markets crucial for 
producers in Punjab, 
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana
AJAY SRIVASTAVA | FOUNDER, GTRI 
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New Delhi, March 7: The gov-
ernment has granted certain re-
laxations to exporters in fulfi lling 
their export obligations, as the 
trading community is facing dif-
fi culties in the movement of goods 
due to the ongoing West Asia cri-
sis, according to a notifi cation. 

"In view of the prevailing 
geo-political developments 
affecting international ship-
ping routes and global supply 
chains, and with a view to facil-
itating exporters, the export ob-
ligation (EO) period/block wise 
EO period in respect of speci-
fi ed advance authorisations and 

EPCG authorisations expiring 
between March 1, 2026 and May 
31, 2026 has been automatically 
extended up to August 31, 2026 
without payment of composi-
tion fee," the Directorate Gen-
eral of Foreign Trade (DGFT) 
has said in a public notice.

Under the Export Promotion 
Capital Goods (EPCG) scheme, 
domestic fi rms are allowed to im-
port duty-free machines but they 
have to meet certain export obli-
gations against that.

This relaxation is in addition 
to the existing facility already 
available under foreign trade 
policy upon payment of com-
position fees, it said.

GOVT PROVIDES CERTAIN RELAXATIONS 
TO EXPORTERS TO MEET OBLIGATIONS
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New Delhi, March 7: Two 
cricketing giants, one historic 
fi nal. India stand on the cusp of 
a record third T20 World Cup ti-
tle, while New Zealand eye their 
maiden crown. After a thrilling 
and unpredictable campaign, 
both teams have reached the 
ultimate showdown at the Nar-
endra Modi Stadium in Ahmed-
abad, a venue that promises a 
grand stage for what’s set to be 
an epic contest. 

India’s lethal pacers will go 
head-to-head with New Zea-
land’s explosive openers, Tim 
Seifert and Finn Allen. Allen, the 
fastest T20 World Cup centuri-
on, has been in blistering form, 
boasting the highest strike rate 
of the tournament. Meanwhile, 
Seifert has piled up 425 T20I runs 
against India, the second-best 
tally for a Black Caps batter.  But 
they will face their biggest chal-
lenge yet in the form of India’s 
bowling attack. Jasprit Bumrah 
and Arshdeep Singh have domi-
nated the powerplay and death 
overs, with India boasting the 
best economy rate (7.5) in the 
fi rst six overs of this campaign.

India’s all-rounder Hardik 
Pandya has been in scintillating 
form, with 199 runs and eight 
wickets. He is on the verge of be-

coming the fi rst Indian to score 
200 runs and take 10 wickets in a 
single T20 World Cup edition. His 
all-round brilliance could prove 
vital in this high-stakes fi nal.

Sanju Samson has been on 
a roll, delivering match-win-
ning performances against 
the West Indies and England. 
With back-to-back Player of 
the Match awards, he’s played 
a key role in India’s run to the 
fi nal. However, New Zealand’s 

Matt Henry will be hoping to 
stop India’s in-form No 9 with 
his deadly bowling.

Suryakumar Yadav, India’s 
captain, is one win away from de-
fending the title he helped secure 
in 2024. With 526 runs at an aver-
age of 58.44, he has been India’s 
standout batter against New Zea-
land, and he’ll be keen to deliver 
one more big innings against the 
team he relishes facing.

On the other hand, New Zea-

land may look to bring back Ish 
Sodhi, who has been a key fi g-
ure in their T20I success against 
India, with 30 wickets to his 
name. India have never beaten 
New Zealand in T20 World Cups, 
and the recent history of ICC 
events in Ahmedabad hasn’t 
been kind to the Men in Blue. 
Can India become the fi rst team 
to win back-to-back titles? Can 
they make history by lifting the 
T20 World Cup on home soil? Or 
will the BlackCaps end their 
long wait for a T20 title?

The stage is set for a thrilling 
fi nal, and Ahmedabad braces for 
a showdown that promises to be 
one for the ages.
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India’s date with history
T20 WORLD CUP SUMMIT SHOWDOWN Ahmedabad set 

to witness a 
landmark battle as 

Men in Blue are 
chasing a third T20 
title in front of their 
home crowd, while 

New Zealand look to 
break their long-

standing WC hoodoo

Players to Watch
INDIA

Sanju Samson
(Wicket-keeper/
Batter): A 
crucial anchor 
and aggressor, 
coming off 
consecutive major 
scores (97* and 89) to 
guide India 
to the fi nal.

Jasprit Bumrah
(Bowler): The 
premier fast 
bowler, cited as a 
potential game-
changer who excels in 
high-pressure scenarios.

Ishan Kishan 
(Batter): Expect-
ed to provide 
explosive power 
at the top of the 
order.

Hardik Pandya
 (All-rounder): A 
key player for 
his ability to 
contribute with 
both bat and ball.

Kuldeep Yadav
(Spinner): Likely 
to be brought 
back into the 
side for his 
consistent wick-
et-taking ability (95 
wickets in 54 T20Is). 

•Matches played: 30
•India won: 18 (2 in Super Over)
•New Zealand won: 11
•No result: 1

IN T20 WORLD CUP
•Matches played: 3
•India won: 0
•New Zealand won: 3

HEAD-TO-HEAD RECORD 

NEW ZEALAND
Finn Allen (Batter): 
A destructive 
opener who 
recently scored 
a rapid century 
in the semifi nals 
and averages over 
200 strike rate.

Rachin Ravindra
(All-rounder): 
A key, in-form 
performer 
capable of 
providing 
magical spells and 
steady batting.

Matt Henry (Bowler): 
A skilled seam-
er who could 
trouble Indian 
batters with his 
variations and 
accurate lines.

Mitchell Santner
(Captain/Spinner): 
The experienced 
captain and key 
spin bowler who 
controls the 
middle overs.

Daryl Mitchell 
(Batter): A reliable, 
in-form middle-
order batter 
known for 
handling 
high-pressure 
situations. 

KEY BATTLES
Abhishek Sharma/Ishan Kishan vs Matt Henry/Lockie Ferguson: Early 
powerplay dominance.

Finn Allen vs Jasprit Bumrah: A crucial battle between NZ's top scorer 
and India's top bowler.

Sanju Samson vs NZ spinners: Managing the spin-heavy middle overs.

History of heartbreaks against NZ 
T20 WC 2007:  NZ won by 10 runs in Johannesburg (QFs)
At the fi rst edition of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup, New Zealand 
defeated India by 10 runs. Daniel Vettori played a key role with an 
impressive bowling spell of 4/20.

T20 WC 2016:  NZ beat India by 47 runs in Nagpur
New Zealand won by 47 runs. Mitchell Santner starred with the 
ball, taking 4/11, while India were bowled out for 79 which is their 
lowest total against New Zealand in the T20 World Cup.

T20 WC 2021:  NZ beat India by 8 wickets in Dubai
New Zealand again came out on top, beating India by 8 wickets. Ish 
Sodhi was among the standout performers in the match.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 7: The 
National Rugby 15s Champion-
ship 2026 - Division 1 got under-
way at the Kalinga Stadium with 
an action-packed opening day 
that saw home favourite KISS 
and Bombay Gymkhana among 
the four teams secure their place 
in the next round of India’s pre-
mier club rugby competition.

In the pre-quarterfi nals, Ban-
galore Rugby Club delivered a 
strong performance to defeat 
Odisha RC 24-0, advancing 
comfortably to the quarterfi nal 
stage. In the second pre-quar-
terfi nal clash, the Sergeant 
Instituteshowcased discipline 
and tactical strength to over-
come Delhi Lions Rugby Club 
21-5. The Kolkata outfi t, backed 
by the legacy and values of the 
Kolkata Police fraternity, has 
built a reputation for struc-
tured training and competitive 

performances across national 
rugby competitions.

The quarterfi nal stage began 
with a closely contested en-
counter between Rebels Rugby 
Club and KISS Rugby Club. The 
two sides were locked at 14-14 at 
half-time, but KISS, backed by 
the home support, pulled away 
in the second half to secure a 
30-14 victory. In the fi nal match 
of the day, the historic Bombay 
Gymkhana Rugby side pro-
duced a dominant performance 
to defeat Calcutta Cricket and 
Football Club (CC&FC) 46-0. 

With these results, Bangalore 
Rugby Club, Sergeant Institute, 
KISS Rugby Club, and Bombay 

Gymkhana progress further 
in the tournament. The losing 
teams will now compete in the 
Plate competition, where teams 
will battle for positions 5-10.

The next round of matches 
for men’s will take place March 
9, when Future Hope Harle-
quins and Delhi Hurricanes 
enter the competition to play 
against Sergeant Institute and 
Bangalore RC respectively.

Sunday’s action will see the 
women’s clubs take to the fi eld 
with Future Hope Harlequins 
taking on Chandigarh United 
at 4 pm followed by CC&FC fac-
ing Rugby Warriors – Kerala at 
5:45 pm.

Bombay Gymkhana, KISS enter semis 

REUTERS

Australia, March 7: An Ira-
nian state television present-
er has labelled the women's 
national soccer team as “war-
time traitors” after the play-
ers did not sing their national 
anthem before the Asian Cup 
game against South Korea in 
Australia.

Iran are playing in the con-
tinental tournament even as a 
military confl ict escalates back 
home after the US and Israel 
launched air strikes over the 
weekend, killing the Islamic 
Republic's Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei.

Their players stood in silence 
when Iran's anthem was played 
before their 3-0 loss to South Ko-
rea Monday, though they sang 
and saluted before a 4-0 defeat by 
hosts Australia three days later.

Islamic Republic of Iran 
Broadcasting presenter Mo-
hammad Reza Shahbazi said in 
a video that the players showed 
a lack of patriotism and their ac-

tions amounted to the "pinnacle 
of dishonour" in footage circu-
lating widely on social media.

"Let me just say one thing: 
traitors during wartime must 
be dealt with more severely," 
Shahbazi said.

"Anyone who takes a step 
against the country under 
war conditions must be dealt 

with more severely. Like this 
matter of our women's football 
team not singing the national 
anthem ... these people must be 
dealt with more severely."

Reuters has contacted the 
Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC), the Iran Football Feder-
ation and the team at the Asian 
Cup for comment.

FIFPRO SOUND ALARM
Players union FIFPRO called 

on the AFC and FIFA to uphold 
their human rights obligations 
and undertake all necessary 
steps to ensure the safety of 
Iran's squad after Shahbazi's 
comments.

"These statements signifi -
cantly heighten concerns for 
the players' safety should 
they return to Iran after the 
tournament," FIFPRO Asia/
Oceania said. "We call on the 
AFC and FIFA to urgently en-
gage with the Iranian Football 
Association, the Australian 
Government and all other rel-
evant authorities to ensure that 
every effort is made to protect 
the safety of the players."

Ahead of their game against 
Australia, Iran forward Sara 
Didar fought back tears and 
spoke about the war while 
coach Marziyeh Jafari said her 
players were doing their best 
to focus on the tournament de-
spite concern for their families 
back home.

THE PLAYERS WERE CRITICISED FOR ANTHEM SILENCE AMID CONFLICT National Rugby 15s 
Championship Division 
1 begins in Bhubaneswar 

with a bang

Eves eye WC berth
Hyderabad: Under a new but 
familiar coach in Sjoerd Marijne, 
India will aim to secure a coveted 
berth at the upcoming FIH Women's 
Hockey World Cup when they open 
their campaign against Uruguay 
in the Qualifi ers here Sunday. The 
tournament will feature eight teams 
-- hosts India, England, Scotland, 
Korea, Italy, Uruguay, Wales and 
Austria -- competing for three 
coveted qualifi cation spots for the 
global showpiece. At stake will 
be three direct World Cup berths, 
with the teams fi nishing fi rst, 
second and third in the tournament 
earning direct qualifi cation for the 
2026 edition to be hosted jointly 
by Belgium and the Netherlands 
from August 14 to 30 alongside the 
men's event. It will be Marijne's 
fi rst assignment back as head 
coach, as the Dutchman returns for 
the second time since leaving the 
position after the team's historic 
fourth-place fi nish at the Tokyo 
Olympics in 2021. India are currently 
ranked ninth in the world and are 
the second-highest ranked team 
in the tournament behind England, 
who are ranked seventh globally. 
Going by world rankings, India start 
as favourites against Uruguay and if 
not for a bad day in offi ce, they are 
certain to win. After Uruguay, India 
will take on Scotland and Wales 
March 9 and 11 respectively.

Oz corner India 
Perth: Ace all-rounder Annabel 
Sutherland added two wickets to 
her hundred of rare quality to hand 
Australia fi rm control over India 
on Day 2 of the women's one-off 
day-night Test here Saturday. 
Sutherland smashed her fourth 
century (129 off 171 balls) in the 
last seven innings, third in a row, to 
guide Australia to 323 for an innings 
lead of 125 runs, and the hosts 
then reduced India to 105 for six 
at stumps. Pratika Rawal (43) and 
Sneh Rana (14) were batting at the 
close. India still trail by 20 runs, as 
pacer Sutherland claimed the crucial 
wickets of skipper Harmanpreet 
Kaur and Jemimah Rodrigues. But 
Sutherland fi rst pegged India back 
with the bat, getting a hundred in 
133 balls through a swipe off pacer 
Kranti Gaud's short-pitched ball that 
fl ew over stumper Richa Ghosh 
for a four.

RISHABH PAREKH, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 7: The 
FIVB Volleyball World Beach 
Pro Tour Challenge 2026 at KIIT 
Deemed to be University wit-
nessed another exciting day of 
international beach volleyball 
action Saturday, as the tourna-
ment moved into the knockout 
stages at the Dutee Chand Ath-
letic Stadium in Bhubaneswar.

After a thrilling men’s Round 
of 16 battles took place in the 
sunny skies, eight teams ad-
vanced after competitive match-
es, setting up an exciting quar-
terfi nal lineup. 

The quarterfi nals produced 
thrilling contests as Sepka/Dz-
avoronok extended their strong 
run by defeating Rumsevicius/
Palubinskas. Elazar/Cuzmiciov 
edged past Norway’s Ringøen/
Aas, while Brinck/Houmann 
recorded a convincing win over 
Czech pair Semerad/Stocek. 
Belgium’s Vercauteren/Van 
Langendonck completed the 

semifi nal lineup with a victory 
against Cory/Bradford.

The semifi nals will see Sep-
ka/Dzavoronok face Elazar/
Cuzmiciov, while Brinck/Hou-
mann take on Vercauteren/
Van Langendonck for a place 
in the fi nal.

In the women’s quarterfi -
nals, Shiba/Reika, Myszkow-
ski/Kan, Durish/Koenig, and 
Hughes/Batenhorst advanced 
to the semifi nals after winning 
their respective matches. 

Japan’s Shiba/Reika beat 
Myszkowski/Kan in straight 
sets in the semifi nals continu-
ing their dominating run to 

set up the summit showdown 
against Durish/Koenig who 
edged past Hughes/Batenhorst 
in a closely fought all American 
battle. In context to sharing 
their experience in playing in 
India, Japan women’s team 
said, “We love India. Playing 
at this venue along with our 
accommodation is amazing. 
We love Indian food, especially 
butter-chicken masala. Maybe 
the only diffi cult thing is the 
weather, the heat, in which we 
are pushing our bodies.”

The FIVB Volleyball World 
Beach Pro Tour Challenge 2026 
will conclude March 8.

FIVB BEACH PRO TOUR CHALLENGE

Clash of champions awaitsPRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Perth, March 7: A hapless In-
dia were Saturday taught a foot-
ball lesson by former champi-
ons Japan in a 0-11 rout in their 
second group match of the AFC 
Women's Asian Cup here.

There was no doubt what-
soever before the match that 
former FIFA World Cup cham-
pions and currently world No 
8 Japan would be the clear fa-
vourites and it was a matter of 
margin.

But the manner in which 
the Japanese toyed with their 
opponents showed the gulf in 
class between the two teams, 
and how much catching up the 
Indian team needs to compete 
against top class rivals.

Japan enjoyed overwhelming 
possession and for most part of 
the match played in the Indian 
half. The Indians, who had gone 
into the continental showpiece 
without any international game 
time in the last four months re-
sembled a club side the whole 
match.

Yuzuki Yamamoto (4th min-
ute), Yui Hasegawa (13th), 
Hinata Miyazawa (20th, 35th, 
81th), Kiko Seike (45+5th, 55th), 
Riko Ueki (47th, 50th, 65th) and 
Maya Hijikata (62th) found the 
target as Japan attacked and 
scored almost at will.

After the humiliating loss, In-
dia are currently at the bottom 
of Group C with zero points and 
minus 12 goal difference.

However, the result is not a 
killer blow for India, as a victory 
against Chinese Taipei by a two-
goal margin in their fi nal group 
match Tuesday may see India 
fi nish second in the group and 
progress to the quarter-fi nals.

India suffer 0-11 rout against 
Japan in Women's Asian Cup

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Birmingham, March 7: Bat-
tling painful blisters on his foot 
and severe cramps, a gritty Lak-
shya Sen overcame Canada's 
Victor Lai to storm into the 
fi nal of the All England Open 
here Saturday, moving within 
one win of ending India's 25-year 
wait for the prestigious title.

It turned out to be one of the 
fi nest matches of his career as 
Lakshya fought for one hour 
and 37 minutes before sealing 
a 21-16, 18-21, 21-15 win over 
the 21-year-old Lai, who had 
claimed a surprise bronze at 
last year's World Champion-
ships in Paris.

It will be Lakshya's second 

appearance in the All England 
fi nal after fi nishing runner up 
at the 2022 edition.

The 24-year old from Almora 
will now chase history when he 
takes on world No 11 Lin Chun-
yi of Chinese Taipei in the sum-
mit clash Sunday.

Prakash Padukone (1980) and 
Pullela Gopichand (2001) are 
the only Indians to have won 
the All England title. Apart 
from them, only Prakash Nath 
(1947) and Saina Nehwal (2015 
runner up) came close with 
runner up fi nishes.

       ALL ENGLAND OPEN

Braveheart Lakshya
smashes into fi nals

The star shuttler is 
just one win away from 
ending India's 25-year 

wait for the 
prestigious title

Iran footballers labelled ‘wartime traitors’


