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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Believe me, I am not criticising the 
govt. The country may have plenty 

of gas, but our kitchen does not

L O R D S  A - L E A V I N G

Britain to rid Parl of hereditary nobles after 700 yrs
ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, March 11: Centuries 
of British political tradition 
will end within weeks after 
Parliament voted to remove 
hereditary aristocrats from 
the un-elected House of Lords.

On Tuesday night members 
of the upper chamber dropped 
objections to legislation passed 
by the House of Commons oust-
ing dozens of dukes, earls and 
viscounts who inherited seats 
in Parliament along with their 
aristocratic titles.

Government minister Nick 
Thomas-Symonds said the 
change put an end to “an archa-
ic and undemocratic principle.”

“Our parliament should 
always be a place where tal-
ents are recognised and mer-
it counts,” he said. “It should 
never be a gallery of old boys’ 
networks, nor a place where ti-
tles, many of which were hand-
ed out centuries ago, hold pow-
er over the will of the people.”

The House of Lords plays an 

important role in Britain’s par-
liamentary democracy, scruti-
nising legislation passed by the 
elected House of Commons. But 
critics have long argued that it 
is unwieldy and undemocratic.

The case of Peter Mandelson, 
who resigned from the Lords in 
February after revelations about 
his friendship with the late sex 
offender Jeffrey Epstein, drew 
renewed attention to the upper 
chamber and the problem of 
lords behaving badly.

The chamber currently has 
more than 800 members, mak-
ing it the second-largest legis-
lative chamber in the world 
after China’s National People’s 
Congress.

For most of its 700-year his-
tory, its membership was com-
posed of noblemen - almost nev-
er women - who inherited their 
seats, alongside a smattering 
of bishops. In the 1950s, these 
were joined by “life peers” - re-
tired politicians, civic leaders 
and other notables appointed 
by the government, who now 

make up the vast majority of 
the chamber.

Roughly 1 in 10 members are 
currently hereditary peers.

In 1999, the Labour govern-
ment of then-Prime Minister 
Tony Blair evicted most of the 
750 hereditary peers, though 92 
were allowed to remain tempo-
rarily to avoid an aristocrats’ 
rebellion.

It was another 25 years before 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s 

current Labour government in-
troduced legislation to oust the 
remaining “hereditaries.”

The lords put up a fi ght, forc-
ing a compromise that will see 
an undisclosed number of he-
reditary members allowed to 
stay by being “recycled” into 
life peers.

The bill will become law 
once King Charles III grants 
royal assent - a formality - and 
the hereditary peers will leave 

at the end of the current ses-
sion of Parliament this spring, 
completing a political process 
begun a quarter century ago. 
In Lords terms, that is speedy.

Labour remains committed 
to eventually replacing the 
House of Lords with an alter-
native second chamber that 
is “more representative of 
the UK.” If past experience is 
anything to go by, change will 
come slowly.

“So, here we are at the end 
of well over seven centuries 
of service by hereditary peers 
in this Parliament,” Nicholas 
True, the opposition Conserva-
tive Party leader in the Lords, 
told the chamber.

“Many thousands of peers 
served their nation here and 
thousands of improvements 
to law were made,” he said. 
“It wasn’t all a stereotypical 
history of reaction in ermine. 
Many of those people, no doubt, 
were fl awed but for the most 
part, they served their nation 
faithfully and well.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 11: The 
resolution seeking the remov-
al of Om Birla as Speaker was 
Wednesday defeated in Lok 
Sabha by a voice vote.

Amid protests and sloganeer-
ing by the Opposition seeking 
an apology from Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, Jagdam-
bika Pal, who was in the chair, 
announced that the no-confi -
dence motion was defeated.

Pal urged the Opposition 
to take their seats so that he 
could put the motion to vote. 
But as the protests continued, 
he sought the vote of the House 
and the resolution was reject-
ed by a voice vote, following 
which he adjourned the House 
for the day.

Earlier, the Home Minister 
hit out at the Opposition for 
bringing the motion for the re-
moval of Birla as Speaker.

The Opposition objected to 
certain remarks of Shah and 
started shouting slogans, dis-
rupted the proceedings and 
sought an apology from him.

Responding to the two-day-
long debate, Shah asserted 
that the House will be run by 
its own rules and not by the 
rules of a party. It is not an ordi-
nary occurrence as after nearly 
four decades, such a motion has 
been brought against the Speak-
er, he said.

The Home Minister said it 
was unfortunate for parliamen-
tary politics that some opposi-
tion parties were questioning 
the integrity of the speaker.

Shah said the BJP has been 
in the Opposition for the lon-
gest period of time, but the 
party has never brought a 
no-confi dence motion against 
any speaker.

Resolution for 
Birla’s removal
defeated in LS

REUTERS

Dubai/Tel Aviv, March 11: 

Iran’s military command said 
Wednesday the world should 
be prepared for oil to hit $200 
a barrel, as three more ships 
came under attack in the block-
aded Gulf.

Iran fi red at Israel and tar-
gets across the Middle East 
Wednesday, demonstrating it 
can still fi ght back and disrupt 
energy supplies despite what 
the Pentagon has described 
as the most intense US-Israeli 
strikes yet.

Oil prices that shot up earlier 
this week have eased and stock 
markets have rebounded, with 
investors betting for now that 
US President Donald Trump 
will fi nd a quick way to end the 
war he began alongside Israel 
nearly two weeks ago.

But so far there has been no 
let-up on the ground, or any 
sign that ships can safely sail 
through the Strait of Hormuz, 
where a fi fth of the world’s oil 
has been blockaded behind a 
narrow channel along the Irani-
an coast in the worst disruption 
to energy supplies since the oil 
shocks of the 1970s.

“Get ready for oil to be $200 
a barrel, because the oil price 
depends on regional security 
which you have destabilised,” 
Ebrahim Zolfaqari, spokes-

person for Iran’s military 
command, said in comments 
addressed to the United States.

After offi ces of a bank in Teh-
ran were hit overnight, Zolfaqa-
ri also said Iran would respond 
with attacks on banks that do 
business with the United States 
or Israel. People across the 
Middle East should stay 1,000 
metres from banks, he added.

A senior Israeli offi cial told 
Reuters Israeli leaders now 
privately accepted that Iran’s 
ruling system could survive 

the war. Two other Israeli of-
fi cials said there was no sign 
Washington was close to ending 
the campaign.

In the latest public display 
of defi ance, huge crowds of 
Iranians took to the streets 
Wednesday for funerals for 
top commanders killed in air-
strikes. They carried caskets 
and brandished fl ags and por-
traits of slain Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and 
his son and successor, Mojtaba.

An Iranian official told Re-
uters that Mojtaba Khamenei 
had been lightly wounded ear-
ly in the war, when airstrikes 
killed his father, mother, 
wife and a son. He has not 
appeared in public or issued 
any direct message since the 
war began.

A source also said Israel be-
lieved he had been lightly hurt.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington/New Delhi, 

March 11: Billionaire Mukesh 
Ambani’s Reliance Industries 
will partner in building the 
fi rst new oil refi nery in the US 
in 50 years, US President Don-
ald Trump said, calling it the 
biggest in US history.

The new refi nery will be lo-
cated in Brownsville, Texas, and 
will be designed to run entirely 
on US shale oil, according to 
America First Refi ning (AFR) 
-- the fi rm piloting the project.

Reliance has signed a 20-year 
agreement to purchase fuels 
produced at the refi nery, with 
groundbreaking for the project 
scheduled in the second quar-
ter of 2026.

While Trump in a social 
media post on Truth Social 
named Reliance as partner in 

the project that he said was 
“A HISTORIC $300 BILLION 
DOLLAR DEAL,” AFR without 
naming the company said it has 
received a 9-fi gure investment 
from a global supermajor at a 
10-fi gure valuation.

Reliance did not immediately 
offer any comments.

Once completed, it would be 
the fi rst new major refi ning 
project in the US since Mara-
thon’s Garyville, Louisiana, 
facility came online in 1977.

Neither Trump nor AFR gave 
fi nancial details of the project 
or completion timelines.

The project may cost up to 
USD 4-5 billion, according to 
industry experts.

This will be the fi rst oil refi n-
ery that Reliance will build in 
the US. It operates the world’s 
biggest refi ning complex at 
Jamnagar in Gujarat with a 
capacity to process 1.24 million 
barrels of crude oil.

Reliance has had longstanding 
commercial presence in the US 
through energy trading, technolo-
gy partnerships and investments. 
The group has periodically 
tapped US capital markets and 
continues to deepen ties with US 
companies in energy, materials, 
and digital infrastructure.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, March 11: National 
Conference president Farooq 
Abdullah and Jammu and 
Kashmir Deputy Chief Min-
ister Surinder Choudhary es-
caped unhurt in an attack by 
a gunman outside a marriage 
hall in the outskirts of Jammu 
Wednesday night, offi cials said.

The accused, Kamal Singh 
Jamwal, a resident of Pura-
ni Mandi, was overpowered 
by security guards and was 
whisked away for questioning, 
they said.

The incident took place at 
posh Greater Kailash locality 
of Jammu when Abdullah and 

the deputy Chief Minister were 
coming out of a marriage func-
tion, the offi cials said.

They said the accused, who is 
in his 70s, was waiting outside 
the venue and tried to fi re on 
Abdullah. However, two police 
personnel, an inspector and a 
sub-inspector, overpowered 
him but he still managed to 
fi re one shot before he was dis-
armed and taken into custody.

No one was injured in the 
fi ring, the offi cials said, add-
ing Jamwal was allegedly in 
an inebriated condition.

Abdullah and Choudhary 
had come to greet party leader 
B S Chouhan on the marriage 
of his son, the offi cials said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 11: A 
day after quitting the Opposi-
tion BJD, former MP Rabindra 
Kumar Jena Wednesday joined 
the ruling BJP, citing the ab-
sence of a succession plan in 
the regional party.

Jena, along with his support-
ers from Balasore, Bhadrak, 
and Mayurbhanj districts, 
joined the saffron party at its 
state headquarters here.

He was welcomed by BJP 
state president Manmohan Sa-
mal and other senior leaders, 
who offered him a saffron scarf.

The former Balasore Lok 
Sabha MP, in a letter to BJD 
president Naveen Patnaik said 
he quit the regional party on 
personal grounds and prevail-
ing situation. Jena, who was 
also the BJD’s Balasore district 
former president, was with the 
party for around 12 years.

“I have respect for Patnaik. 
But age is not with him for pol-
itics. Patnaik has no succession 
plan to take the party forward. 
Regional parties without suc-
cession plans often fail to meet 
people’s aspirations,” he said.

He thanked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, BJP state 
president Manmohan Samal, 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi, and other senior leaders, 
and expressed commitment to 
the development of north Odisha.

2 Indians die, 1 missing as merchant vessels attacked
New Delhi: Two Indians were killed, and one went missing, when merchant 
vessels came under attack during the ongoing war in West Asia, an External 
Affairs Ministry spokesperson said Wednesday. India, he said, remains 
committed to the welfare of citizens residing in the Gulf region. India deplored 
the escalating attacks on commercial shipping in West Asia after a Thai-fl agged 
bulk carrier bound for Gujarat’s Kandla Port was targeted by Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). Three vessels were struck by projectiles in 
the Strait of Hormuz Wednesday, according to the UK’s maritime agency.   PTI

Brace for $200/barrel: Iran
IEA agrees to release record 400 million barrels of oil from emergency reserves in effort to calm surging prices

Day after quitting 
BJD, Jena joins BJP

RIPPLE EFFECTS OF WAR: People gather to secure their LPG cylinders at a cooking gas depot near Jharpada Special Jail in Bhubaneswar amid concerns of LPG shortage 
amid war in the Middle East, Wednesday  MANORANJAN MISHRA, OP

Reliance will invest in 
US oil refi nery: Trump

Man opens fi re at Farooq 
Abdullah, J&K Dy CM; held 



Mumbai: Actor Priyanka Chopra Jonas 
has opened up about the circumstances 
that led to her shifting focus from Bol-
lywood to Hollywood, explaining that 
her decision was driven by a desire to 
explore new opportunities and avoid 
remaining in an uncomfortable pro-
fessional situation.

She recalled that one of her earliest 
experiences of working in fi lms came 
with the Tamil movie Thamizhan, 
where she starred opposite Vijay. 
According to Chopra, witnessing the 
massive crowds that gathered for the 
actor gave her an early glimpse into 
the scale of stardom in Indian cinema.

Talking about her later career de-
cisions, the actor said she prefers 
to move on rather than remain in 
situations that feel limiting. “I’m 

someone who doesn’t like staying 
in the s*** because you get used 
to the smell,” she said during the 
conversation, while explaining 
her approach to diffi cult phases 
in life. Chopra clarifi ed that the 
decision to pursue opportu-
nities abroad was not about 
rejecting Bollywood, but 
about expanding her ca-
reer. She also confessed 
that she felt “pushed in-
to a corner” within the 
industry due to limited 
opportunities and inter-
nal politics, which even-
tually motivated her to 
explore work in the Unit-
ed States.       AGENCIES

The competitive streak in 
you might relent today as 
you look for a lifestyle that is more re-
laxed and laid-back. The rat race is tiring 
and you will feel the urge to get away, 
far from the maddening crowd and the 
never-ending routine. Matters pertaining 
to your home may also occupy some of 
your time today, says Ganesha.

An extremely productive 
and fulfi lling day awaits 
you. Alongwith your daily 
routine, you will also concentrate on your 
houshold issues. You will feel the need to 
have someone to call your own. You may 
fi nd yourself in two minds over things like 
marriage and partnership. It is a good 
day to sell something, says Ganesha.

You are fond of travelling. 
You will make plans for a 
trip or a journey and will 
include your family and friends in your 
schemes. For those in artistic fi elds, you 
will receive critical acclaim. A progres-
sive day awaits, says Ganesha.

It is not the time to rest on 
your past laurels, and you will 
have to carry on with your 
work unabated. You will have to keep 
your focus steady and remain organised 
to get the same level of success that you 
had in the recent past. Ganesha advises 
you not to neglect your relationships, as 
they are the cornerstones of your success 
and tranquillity.

You are in a dilemma and feel 
like standing at a crossroads 
of life. Some important 
decisions of life need time and that's 
what you want right now. However, 
keep personal life and work separate to 
avoid confusion and disturbance. As per 
Ganesha's advice, it's all right if decision 
making takes some time, but avoid taking 
hasty decisions.

The pressing needs of your 
loved ones call for extra 
attention today. A small 
party at home may see a group of friends 
and relatives dine together. This may fi nd 
you in a chatty mood. Ganesha says an 
intimate tête-à-tête with your better half 
would fare you well.

 The day will sail smooth, 
but your mind will wreak 
havoc by forcing you to act 
on the spur of the moment, says Ganesha. 
However, this will not ruin your reputation 
with bosses and peers. You may also see 
some of your dreams come true, but don't 
fl y too high; you may climb up the ladder 
of success but with every step you leave 
behind there is always one more to go. 

Your dream house or car may 
well be on its way! The stars 
proclaim that it's a good time 
to acquire new assets. So bring out those 
attractive brochures and check out your 
loan prospects. A perfect way to end an 
exciting day will be an evening at a quiet 
temple, says Ganesha.

 A good day awaits you. You 
will fi nish your work and beat 
your deadlines by miles on 
account of the luck favouring you. There 
are chances that a family holiday, which 
has been in the planning for a long time, 
will eventually come to fruition today, 
says Ganesha

If there's a knock on your 
door today, there's a very 
strong possibility it might be a marriage 
proposal. Don’t get startled, and grab 
opportunities that come knocking 
(literally!). The stars send you a partner 
who shall be your match in every way. 
Have a long and happy married life, 
says Ganesha.

An awareness of optimism 
and idealism will mark your 
activities this day. You may benefi t by 
traversing from one terrain to another. 
You will be liberal and generous with 
ideas; your internal beauty will blossom.

Today, you may want to 
wear your power suit, says 
Ganesha. If you notice peo-
ple bending and bowing a bit, understand 
that your hard work has paid off! If not, 
then you need to get more organised. 
Either way, there's work to be done.
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STEVE CARELL: NO TIME 
FOR SOCIAL MEDIA 

RITA TALKS ABOUT BEST 
ADVICE SHE EVER GOT

American actor Steve Carell, who is known 
for his work in The Offi ce, isn’t really both-
ered about his social media presence. The 
actor has said that he doesn’t have time 
for social media and believes no one would 
care if he started sharing posts about his 
life, reports Female First UK.

British actress Rita Ora has shared the 
best advice that she has ever received. 
The actress said that being told to freeze 
her eggs in her 20s was “the best advice.” 
The 35-year-old actress fi rst froze her eggs 
when she was 24 before doing it again 
three years later.
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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Mumbai: Actor Hansika 
Motwani and business-

man Sohael Khaturiya 
have been granted a 
divorce by the Bandra 
Family Court in Mum-
bai. Her lawyer, Adnan 
Shaikh, confi rmed the 
news to media. The 
couple fi led for separa-
tion by mutual consent, 

with the actor forgoing al-
imony in the process. The 

reason for their separation 
has also been revealed in 

their plea.
Adnan reportedly told 

the court that Hansika and 
Sohael lived together 
for a short period but 
realised there were 
differences in 
their tem-
peraments, 
opinions 
and life-
styles, 
which led 
to disagree-
ments. “The 
divorce was 
granted by mu-
tual consent af-
ter both parties 
acknowledged that 
the marriage had ir-
retrievably broken 
down,” said the law-
yer in a statement.

Hansika report-

edly approached Sohael seeking 
an amicable separation, and the 
businessman also consented 
to the dissolution of the mar-
riage. “It is pertinent to clari-
fy that our client has made no 
claims whatsoever for alimony 
or maintenance, as her sole in-
tention was to bring a dignifi ed 
and peaceful closure to the mar-
riage. Our client now wishes to 
move forward with her life and 
professional commitments,” 
said the lawyer.

THEATRE CORNER

Mumbai: As he is facing a lot 
of backlash for his latest track 
titled Tateeree, singer Sona 
Mohapatra too has taken a 
sharp dig at rapper Badshah, 
criticising what she described 
as the repeated use of misog-
ynistic tropes in pop music 
and calling on artists to take 
greater responsibility for the 
cultural infl uence they wield.

Without holding back, Sona 
wrote on Instagram that such 
content was “not the fi rst time 
we’ve seen this template,” re-
ferring to a pattern where a 
male performer “puffs up his 
chest, fl exes masculinity, ob-
jectifi es women and projects 
himself as some irresistible 

hero while women exist mere-
ly to drool around him.”

She further mocked the 
lyrical swagger she believes 

dominates such songs, de-
scribing it as “‘tu mujhpe 
marti hai, mujhpe jaan chi-
dakti hai’ type of fl ights of 

rubbish swag,” adding that 
it refl ects the “laziest trope 
in pop culture” rather than 
genuine creativity.

Sona said that simply call-
ing oneself a “son of Haryana” 
does not justify problematic 
portrayals.

She pointed out that Hary-
ana already struggles with 
serious gender issues. She 
shared: “Artists shape imag-
ination. You can challenge 
misogyny or profi t from it.

The songstress went on to 
caption the post: “Now young 
girls in uniforms as props …
Stop this nonsense, India de-
serves better.”
 IANS

The artistes of Ananya theatre troupe performed Odia play Abanchhita 
Kurukhetra on the last evening of its three-day drama festival at Rabin-
dra Mandap, Bhubaneswar, Wednesday.   PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

Members of Bhubaneswar-based drama troupe Panchadhwani Natya 
Parishad staged Odia play Bhinna Eka Sahajatri on the third evening of 
four-day state level drama festival, being organised by Panchamave-
da at Bhanja Kala Mandap, Thursday. Written by Panchanan Dash, the 
play was directed by Malaya Kumar Mohanty. 

Priyanka’s startling 
revelation

SONA TAKES A DIG AT BADSHAH

Hansika 
offi cially 
divorced



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 11: Built-up 
areas in India’s Aravallis have 
increased 53 per cent, resulting 
in a 13.8 per cent rise in average 
soil lost per year during 2017-2024, 
even as forest cover has increased 
in the country’s oldest mountain 
range over the time period, a 
study has found.

Assessing land use and land 
cover patterns between 2001 and 
2021, researchers from O.P. Jindal 
Global University and the Indian 
Institute of Technology Kharag-
pur found that steep slopes, sus-
ceptible soils and mining areas 
are strongly associated with ero-
sion hotspots.

Increased soil erosion in the Ar-
avalli Mountain System, despite 
a signifi cant rise in afforestation, 
highlights that local conserva-
tion efforts cannot compensate 
for massive land conversion, ac-
cording to fi ndings published in 
the journal Geographies.

The Aravallis are primitive 
mountains where soils are deep 
and ecosystems intricate and del-
icately balanced, the researchers 
said.

The range is among India’s 
most mineral rich mountain sys-
tems, hosting a wide range of me-
tallic and non-metallic minerals 
and serving as a cornerstone of 
India’s mineral resource base.

The team analysed moderate 

resolution data recorded during 
2001-2020 to identify long-term 
trends, with high resolution data 
of 2017 and 2024 selected to accu-
rately measure erosion trends. 
The two years represent current 
and divergent meteorological con-
ditions, they said.

The study revealed “an evident 
growth in overall forest cover at a 
broad spatial scale”.

However, fi ne-scale measure-
ment showed erosive processes 
and a sharp growth in built en-

vironments and a subsequent 
depopulation of rangelands and 
croplands.

The trend is similar to that 
seen in ancient mountain sys-
tems worldwide, the research-
ers said.

“LULC (land use and land cov-
er) has changed rapidly, with 
built-up areas increasing by 53 per 
cent at the expense of rangelands 
and croplands. These drivers re-
sulted in a 13.8 per cent increase 
in the mean annual soil loss be-

tween 2017 and 2024, from 1.59 to 
1.81 t/ha/yr (tonnes per hectare 
per year), while forest cover has 
increased over the timescale, as is 
evident in this study,” the authors 
wrote.

According to the authors, the 
conversion of semi-natural veg-
etated surfaces into built, imper-
vious surfaces has a direct and 
detrimental effect on the land’s 
natural defence mechanisms.

The team added that a lack of 
forest does not affl ict landscapes, 
but through the disintegration 
and transformation of the larger, 
stabilizing land matrix, ecosys-
tems downstream are affected.

Human-caused erosion of the 
landscape was found to be accom-
panied by an increase in climatic 
erosivity between 2017 and 2024.

The interdependence of human 
activity and climate change, in 
which human activity increases 
exposure and climate change in-
creases hazards, is characteristic 
of the contemporary degradation 
of vulnerable ecosystems across 
the globe, the authors said.

“As a result, a 13.83 per cent in-
crease in mean soil erosion rates 
became a direct and foreseeable 
effect,” they said.

“These results highlight the 
fact that local conservation bene-
fi ts, such as afforestation, can be 
swamped out by large, unsustain-
able land conversion processes,” 
the team wrote.

Increased soil erosion in the Aravalli 
Mountain System, despite a signifi cant rise 

in afforestation, highlights that local 
conservation efforts cannot compensate 

for massive land conversion, according to 
fi ndings published in the journal Geographies
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Phulbani, March 11: Ten 
Maoists carrying a combined 
bounty of `1.15 crore surren-
dered before Odisha Police in 
Kandhamal district Wednes-
day, officials said.

Among those who surren-
dered are CPI(Maoist) State 
Committee Member (SCM) 
Sanu Pottam alias Nitu, who 
carried a bounty of `55 lakh.

“Ten Maoists, six women 
and four men, surrendered 
before senior officers, includ-
ing ADG (Anti-Naxal Opera-
tion) Sanjeeb Panda, CRPF IG 
Amitendra Nath Sinha and IG 
(Operations) Deepak Kumar, 
at a programme in Reserve 
Police Lines, Phulbani,” they 
said.

Besides Nitu, who hails 
from Chhattisgarh, the oth-
er surrendered Maoists were 
Santai Salam, Laxmi Madavi 
(alias Anupa), Sunil Telam, 
Manjula Punem, Rambati 
Ayam, Ganesh Kunjam, Sushi-
la Dudi, Sharir Kuhudam, and 
Chodi Yodi. An Odisha Police 
statement said, “The surren-
dered Maoists carried a com-
bined reward of `1.15 crore.”

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 11: The 
National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) Wednesday 
asked the state government 
to furnish reports within four 
weeks on the alleged lack of 
basic amenities in and around 
Ward-56 of the Cuttack Munic-
ipal Corporation (CMC).

The apex rights body’s move 
came while hearing a plea fi led 
by advocate Akshaya Kumar 
Pandey and a few residents of 
the locality.

In the petition, they alleged 
that though Ward-56 has been 
a part of the civic body for 
decades now, over 50,000 resi-
dents continue to suffer due to a 
lack of basic amenities such as 
drainage, pucca roads, street-
lights and bus services.

They also raised concerns 
over the unsafe condition of 
the Kuakhai river bridge, un-
restricted heavy vehicle move-
ment on it, and the alleged neg-
ligence of authorities towards 
the issue, which they claim vi-
olates their fundamental and 
human rights.

Seeking urgent intervention 

from the NHRC, the petitioners 
urged the rights body to issue 
directions to the authorities 
concerned to provide essential 
facilities and ensure the safety 
of residents at the earliest.

“These issues directly impli-
cate Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion of India, which guarantees 
the right to life and personal 
liberty,” the NHRC observed.

The apex rights body asked 
the Chief Secretary, Director 
General of Police, Principal 
Secretary of the Commerce 
and Transport department, 
Cuttack Collector, and CMC 
Commissioner to submit 
reports on the issue within 
four weeks.

Aravallis lost 13.8% soil/yr during 2017-2024

‘TITANIC’ AGAIN: A man clicks photos of Titanic-style satirical statue of President Donald Trump with Jeffrey Epstein near the US Capitol  PTI PHOTO

K’mal: 10 Maoists with
`1.15cr bounty surrender

NHRC seeks reports on lack 
of basic amenities in Cuttack

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 11: In a fi rst, 
the Supreme Court Wednesday 
allowed the withdrawal of artifi -
cial life support for a 32-year-old 
man who has been in a coma for 
13 years, saying that the govern-
ment should consider bringing 
comprehensive legislation on 
passive euthanasia.

A bench of Justices JB Par-
diwala and KV Viswanathan 
directed AIIMS-Delhi to ensure 
that life support is withdrawn 
with a tailored plan so that dig-
nity is maintained. Passive eu-
thanasia is the intentional act of 
letting a patient die by withhold-
ing or withdrawing life support 
or the treatment necessary to 
keep him alive.

The patient, Ghaziabad’s Har-
ish Rana, who was a BTech stu-
dent at Panjab University and a 
football-loving sporty young 
man, suffered head injuries af-
ter falling from the fourth fl oor of 
his paying guest accommodation 
in 2013 and has been in a coma 
since. 

“In the facts and circum-

stances of the present case, we 
record our satisfaction that the 
twin legal requirements for the 
withdrawal and withholding of 
medical treatment have been 
unequivocally met. First, it is 
established that the 
Clinically Assisted Nu-
trition and Hydration 
currently being admin-
istered to the applicant 
constitutes ‘medical 
treatment’,” the bench 
said.

“Secondly, it has 
been conclusively deter-
mined that the continued admin-
istration of the same is no longer 
in the ‘best interests’ of the appli-
cant. In light of the unanimous 
consensus arrived at by the par-
ents/next of kin and the consti-
tuted medical boards respective-
ly, we are of the opinion that the 
medical treatment ought not to 
be prolonged any further,” it said 
in a 338-page judgment.

“The right to die with dignity 
is inseparable from the right to 
receive quality palliative and 
End-of-Life care. It is imperative 
to ensure that the withdrawal 

process is not marred by pain, 
agony, or suffering,” it added.

The SC noted that Rana sur-
vived only through clinically 
administered nutrition via per-
cutaneous endoscopic gastrosto-

my tubes, and medical 
boards had unanimous-
ly concluded that con-
tinuation of treatment 
merely prolonged bio-
logical existence with-
out any possibility of 
recovery.

When primary and 
secondary boards had 

certifi ed withdrawal of life 
support, there was no need for 
judicial intervention, the SC 
said. It made a special mention 
of Rana’s parents, expressing its 
appreciation to them for showing 
immense love and care for their 
son. “His family never left his 
side,” it said. The order allowing 
passive euthanasia is in line with 
the court's 2018 Common Cause 
judgment, which was modifi ed 
in 2023 and recognised the funda-
mental right to die with dignity.

“We urge the Union Govern-
ment to consider enacting a 

comprehensive legislation on 
the subject in line with the vision 
of the bench in Common Cause. 
Such legislation would provide 
clarity, coherence, and certainty 
in matters that are deeply prac-
tical and emotionally sensitive,” 
the bench said.

Rana’s family had said that 
allowing withdrawal of artifi -
cial life support would restore 
his dignity after years of irre-
versible suffering. Shortly after 
the SC pronounced its judgment, 
a crowd gathered outside the 
Brahm Raj Empire society in 
Ghaziabad, where the family 
now lives.

Rashmi Nandakumar, the law-
yer who represented the Ranas in 
the SC, told PTI over the phone 
that the family members were 
not in a position to comment be-
fore the media.

Local residents spoke about 
how the family had gone out of 
their way to get their son treated. 
Ashok Rana and his wife Nirma-
la Rana had sold their house in 
Delhi to meet the medical expens-
es of their son, neighbours told 
the media.

IN A 1ST, SC ALLOWS PASSIVE EUTHANASIA
Apex court asks Centre to consider enacting comprehensive legislation on the emotive issue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Washington, 
March 11: The US “temporari-
ly permitted” India to “accept” 
Russian oil already on ships to 
ensure energy supplies amid the 
confl ict with Iran, a top White 
House offi cial said, underlining 
that America’s allies in India 
are “good actors”.

The US last week 
said it was issuing 
a temporary 30-day 
waiver to allow Indian 
refi ners to purchase 
Russian oil in the back-
drop of the escalating 
West Asia confl ict.

President Donald 
Trump, Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent and the whole national 
security team “came to this de-
cision because our allies in India 
have been good actors and have 
previously stopped buying sanc-
tioned Russian oil”, White House 
Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt 
told a press conference Tuesday.

“So as we work to appease 
this temporary gap of oil supply 
around the world because of the 
Iranians, we have temporarily 
permitted them (India) to ac-
cept that Russian oil. And this 
Russian oil was already at sea,” 

she said.
Leavitt’s comments drew 

sharp criticism in India, with 
the Congress saying that her re-
marks were a “capitulation cer-
tifi cate” to PM Narendra Modi.

“After the US Treasury Sec-
retary, it is now the turn of 
President Trump’s press sec-
retary to give Mr Modi a capit-

ulation certifi cate,” 
Congress general 
secretary in charge of 
communications Jai-
ram Ramesh said.

About the 30-day 
waiver, Bessent last 
week said in an inter-
view to Fox Business, 
“The world is very 

well supplied in oil. Yester-
day, the Treasury (Department) 
agreed to let our allies in India 
start buying Russian oil that 
was already on the water.”

“The Indians had been very 
good actors. We had asked 
them to stop buying sanctioned 
Russian oil this fall. They did. 
They were going to substitute 
it with US oil. But to ease the 
temporary gap of oil around the 
world, we have given them per-
mission to accept the Russian 
oil. We may unsanction other 
Russian oil,” he had said.

White House: US’ allies 
in India are good actors

White House 
Press Secretary’s 
comments drew 
sharp criticism 

in India, with the 
Congress saying 
that her remarks 

were a “capitulation 
certifi cate” to the PM

The NHRC move came while 
hearing a plea fi led by advocate 

Akshaya Kumar Pandey and a few 
residents of Ward-56 under the 
Cuttack Municipal Corporation

They alleged that though Ward-
56 has been a part of the civic 

body for decades now, over 50,000 
residents continue to suffer due to 
a lack of basic amenities such as 
drainage, pucca roads, streetlights 
and bus services

HARISH RANA 
(FILE)
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Max Temp
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MARKET WATCH

GOLD  `161,799   `1504

SILVER ̀ 267,342   ̀ 10,508

DOLLAR  92.07   0.09

EURO     107.04   0.22

SENSEX 76863.71   1342.27

NIFTY     23866.85   394.75

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

Prof. Nabeen Chandra Nay-
ak came from an illustri-
ous lineage, being born 

to Dr. Balamukunda Nayak of 
Cuttack, a name respected for 
intellect, integrity, and service. 
Among three brothers—Naresh, 
Nabeen, and Nihar— each carved 
a distinct place in life through 
dedication and excellence in 
their chosen vocations. The four 
sisters, Uma, Sushama, Pratima, 
and Surama, all happily married, 
lived fulfi lling lives and have 
since departed from this world. 
With the passing of Nabeen Babu 
in January 2026, the chapter of Dr. 
Balamukunda Nayak’s remark-
able family closed, leaving behind 
a legacy of learning, humility, and 
grace.

A man of rare brilliance, Prof. 
Nayak pursued his higher stud-
ies at Lucknow and very early 
in his career joined the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences, 
New Delhi. In the Department 
of Pathology, he steadily rose 
through merit and scholarship 
to become Professor of Hepato-
pathology. Revered nationally 
and internationally for his work 
on liver diseases, his research 
and clinical insights, particular-
ly in pediatric liver disorders, 
opened new pathways in diagno-
sis and understanding. His con-
tribution to child liver pathol-
ogy stands today as a guiding 
light for younger generations 
of doctors and researchers.

Prof. Subrat Acharya, former 
head and a towering fi gure at 
AIIMS, described Prof. Nayak 

as an international icon in the 
diagnosis of liver disease, whose 
contributions to research and 
development were truly humon-
gous. To him, Nabeen Babu was 
not merely a great scientist but a 
gentleman par excellence, com-
bining academic rigor with rare 
human warmth.

Prof. Mihir Mohapatra re-
called that the entity Non-Cir-
rhotic Portal Fibrosis was 
jointly attributed to Prof. Nay-
ak, Prof. Tandon of India, and 
Prof. Okuda of Japan, who to-
gether not only characterized 
the disease but also suggested 
therapeutic approaches that 
brought hope and cure to suf-
fering patients. Such collabo-
rative work placed Prof. Nay-
ak fi rmly on the world map of 
hepatopathology.

Prof. Ramnath Misra, the 
eminent rheumatologist and im-
munologist, who spent a short 
but memorable period under 
him, described Prof. Nayak as a 
“larger-than-life personality”— 
immaculately dressed, always 
graceful, often seen with his 
trademark earphones, gently 
listening to Talat Mahmood 
melodies between demanding 

schedules. He was respected by 
all, feared by none, and, remark-
ably, had no enemies — only 
admirers.

Yet, what truly distinguished 
Nabeen Babu was not merely 
his academic eminence but the 
depth of his humanity. He car-
ried his genius with extraordi-
nary humility. For him, every 
patient was equal—whether 
affl uent or destitute, infl uen-
tial or unknown. Compassion 
guided his practice, and em-
pathy shaped his conduct. At 
AIIMS, he was respected alike 
by professors, administrators, 
nurses, technicians, and sup-
port staff.

As a teacher, he possessed 
the rare gift of making the most 
complex concepts simple. His 
soft, pleasant voice and clarity 
of thought made even diffi cult 
pathology understandable to the 
weakest student. His personal 
life refl ected the same quiet 
dignity. His beloved wife, Vijay 
Laxmi Nayak, predeceased him, 
and he bore that loss with silent 
strength. His daughters, Mad-
hulekha and Madhabika are 
fortunate to have been nurtured 
by such exemplary parents.

Despite an intensely demanding 
professional life, whenever he vis-
ited Odisha, he made it a point to 
touch every home with affection. 
Medical science has been enriched 
by Prof. Nabeen Chandra Nayak 
—a scholar, a healer, a teacher, 
and above all, a true gentleman 
and enduring icon.

 The writer is 
a Senior Advocate.

Prof. Nabeen Chandra Nayak: 
Scholar, healer & enduring icon

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 11: In 
an effort to curb rising road 
accidents and ensure stricter 
compliance with traffi c rules, 
the State Transport Authority 
(STA) has directed all Region-
al Transport Offi cers (RTOs) 
and Additional RTOs across 
Odisha to conduct a special 
enforcement-cum-road safety 
awareness drive from March 
21 to March 31.

According to the order, road 
accidents and fatalities in the 
state continue to be a matter of 
serious concern. Authorities 
have reported frequent viola-
tions such as triple riding on 
two-wheelers, riding without 
helmets, wrong-side driving 
and other unsafe practices. 
In several cases, heavy trans-
port vehicles such as tippers, 
dumpers and Hyva trucks 
have also been found oper-
ating without valid driving 
licences or proper authorisa-
tion, posing signifi cant safety 
risks on the roads.

To address these issues, 
enforcement activities will 
be intensifi ed across all juris-
dictions, with special focus 
on accident-prone stretches, 
national and state highways, 
mining and industrial cor-
ridors, major urban arterial 

roads, busy junctions, market 
areas and bus stands. Trans-
port authorities will deploy 
teams at vulnerable locations 
to check violations that direct-
ly impact road safety.

During the drive, offi cials 
will closely monitor offences 
such as over-speeding, drunk-
en driving, overloading of 
goods and passenger vehicles, 
carrying passengers in goods 
vehicles, driving without a 
valid or appropriate class 
of licence, and movement of 
over-dimensional cargo with-
out necessary permission and 
safety compliance.

Special attention will also 
be given to heavy transport 
vehicles operating in the min-
ing and construction sectors. 
Enforcement teams will verify 
the validity of driving licenc-
es, proper authorisation to op-
erate transport vehicles, over-
loading and other statutory 
safety compliances to ensure 
lawful and safe operations.

Each RTO offi ce has been 

directed to prepare a local 
enforcement plan identifying 
vulnerable corridors, team de-
ployment and checking sched-
ules. Authorities have also 
been instructed to conduct en-
forcement operations during 
evening and night hours.

The Transport Department 
will coordinate with district 
police and traffi c authorities 
to strengthen enforcement 
measures, particularly for 
drunken driving checks, speed 
monitoring and traffi c regula-
tion at critical locations.

Alongside enforcement, the 
campaign will also focus on 
public awareness. Various 
road safety programmes such 
as blood donation camps, 
eye-testing camps, driver and 
helper counselling sessions, 
and interactions with trans-
port unions and vehicle own-
ers’ associations will be organ-
ised. Awareness meetings will 
also be conducted in schools, 
colleges and public places, 
supported by information cam-
paigns through banners, leaf-
lets, public announcements 
and social media.

Offi cials have been asked 
to submit daily reports on en-
forcement activities, while a 
consolidated report on the out-
comes of the drive will be sub-
mitted to the STA by April 1. 

Spl road safety drive from March 21

Yasobant Das 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dehradun, March 11: A media 
delegation from Odisha, led by 
offi cials of the Press Information 
Bureau (PIB), interacted with 
Uttarakhand Governor Gurmit 
Singh at Lok Bhavan during an 
offi cial visit here Tuesday.

During the interaction, the 
governor spoke warmly about 
his connection with Odisha, 
praising the state’s rich cul-
ture, traditions and spiritual 
heritage. He also shared his ex-
perience of visiting Srimandir, 
describing it as spiritually en-
riching and memorable.

Singh also highlighted the 
similarities between Uttara-
khand and Odisha, noting that 
both states are deeply rooted in 
religious traditions.

“Uttarakhand is widely 
known as ‘Dev Bhoomi’ be-
cause of its large number of 

ancient and sacred temples. 
Similarly, Bhubaneswar—the 
Capital of Odisha—is popularly 
known as the ‘Temple City’ due 
to its many historic temples 
and strong spiritual heritage,” 
he noted.

The governor further point-
ed out that both states have 
frequently faced natural ca-
lamities over the years. “While 
Uttarakhand experiences 
disasters such as landslides 
and fl oods in its mountainous 
terrain, Odisha regularly con-
fronts cyclones and other natu-
ral challenges along its coast,” 
Singh said.

The governor also praised 
President Droupadi Murmu, 
saying her rise to the coun-
try’s highest constitutional 
offi ce serves as a powerful in-
spiration for millions, particu-
larly young people and women 
across the nation.

U’khand Guv lauds Odisha’s 
culture, traditions & heritage

By virtue of  an 
affi davit sworn 
before the Executive 
Magistrate (P), 
Rourkela,  Dt.10.03.26, 
I, LADU KISHOR 
SAHOO, R/o. Sector-02, 
P.O. Rourkela-06, 
P.S. Sector-03, Dist.-
Sundargarh, Odisha, 
PIN-769006, declare that, 
I have changed my name 
from NADU KISHOR 
SAHU to LADU KISHOR 
SAHOO. Henceforth I 
shall be known as LADU 
KISHOR SAHOO for all 
purposes.
LADU KISHOR SAHOO

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 11: 
Members of the women, youth 
and student wings of the Oppo-
sition Biju Janata Dal (BJD) 
staged a protest at Master Can-
teen Square here Wednesday 
against the recent hike in pric-
es of LPG cylinders and essen-
tial commodities.

The demonstration was or-
ganised by Biju Mahila Janata 
Dal, Biju Yuba Janata Dal, and 
Biju Chatra Janata Dal, where 
participants symbolically pre-
pared tea on earthen chulhas as 
part of their protest to highlight 
the burden of rising cooking fu-
el costs on households.

Senior BJD leader Lekhasri 
Samantsinghar criticised the 
Central government over the 
sharp rise in LPG cylinder prices 
and other essential commodities.

She said the price of domestic 
LPG cylinders has increased by 
around `60, while commercial 
cylinders have seen a rise of 
`119. At the same time, cooking 
oil prices have surged to near-
ly `170 per litre, adding to the 
fi nancial burden on common 
households. The BJD leader al-
leged that the situation refl ects 
the absence of a strong econom-
ic and energy security policy in 
the country. Samantsinghar 
said that if domestic prices are 
being severely impacted by in-
ternational developments, it 
indicates that the government 
has not ensured adequate safe-
guards for the country’s essen-

tial supplies.
According to the senior BJD 

leader, when global oil prices 
had earlier fallen, the gov-
ernment did not signifi cantly 
reduce the prices of LPG and 
other commodities. However, 
whenever international prices 
increase, the burden is imme-
diately passed on to the public.

“The elected government has 
the responsibility to ensure 
food security, price stability, 
and economic protection for 
the people, but the Centre has 
failed to address these con-
cerns,” she said.

BJD Rajya Sabha MP Sasmit 
Patra Wednesday stated that 
the protests are being organised 
to draw attention towards the 

burden of rising fuel costs on 
ordinary households.

Patra also questioned the re-
sponse of the state government, 
stating that since it claims to 
be part of a ‘double engine gov-
ernment’, it should clarify what 
steps are being taken to protect 
citizens from price escalation.

He said LPG directly im-
pacts household kitchens, and 
therefore, the government must 
clarify the status of petroleum 
products and cooking gas avail-
ability in the country.

“The government should 
clearly state the position re-
garding oil and LPG availabil-
ity. Silence will only lead to un-
necessary speculation among 
citizens,” Patra added.

BJD protests over rising LPG, 
essential commodities prices

Protestors symbolically 
prepared tea on 

earthen chulhas to 
highlight burden of rising 
LPG costs on households

BJD leaders said the price 
of domestic cylinders has 

increased by about `60, while 
commercial cylinders have 
become costlier by `119

PROF. NABEEN CHANDRA NAYAK

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 11: 
With the hotel and restaurant 
industry reportedly getting 
hit by shortage of LPG cyl-
inders amid the Middle East 
war, the Bhubaneswar Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC) 
Wednesday said it is consid-
ering allowing eateries to 
use charcoal and firewood 
stoves, which were previous-
ly banned by the civic body.

Speaking to reporters here 
Wednesday, BMC Mayor Sulo-
chana Das said the ongoing war 
in the Middle East has affected 
the supply of LPG cylinders.

“We had imposed restrictions 
on fi rewood and coal cookers 
due to air pollution. However, 
the war situation has affected 
small-scale vendors and eater-
ies due to the shortage of LPG, 
impacting their livelihood,” the 
Mayor said.

“We are considering allow-
ing firewood and coal cook-
ers for eateries until the war 
situation becomes normal 
and the supply of LPG is re-
stored. Today we will hold a 
meeting on sanitation with 
all corporators where we 
will discuss this proposal 
for the temporary use of coal 
stoves,” she added.

A fi nal decision is expected 
after the meeting concludes.

Earlier, the civic body had 
banned the use of fi rewood and 
coal cookers to curb air pollu-
tion in the city January 5. The 
BMC is now considering tem-
porarily lifting the ban follow-
ing the LPG shortage triggered 
by the Middle East war. 

BMC makes U-turn 
on fi rewood amid 
commercial LPG crisis

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 11: 
Hundreds of retired bank em-
ployees staged a sit-in protest 
at Lower PMG Square here 
Wednesday, demanding im-
mediate revision of their basic 
pension and resolution of other 
long-pending issues.

They later met Governor Hari 
Babu Kambhampati at Lok Bha-
wan and submitted a memoran-
dum addressed to PM Narendra 
Modi, urging the Central govern-
ment to revise the basic pension 
of bank retirees and resolve their 
pending demands at the earliest. 
The protest was organised by the 
All Odisha Bank Retirees’ Feder-
ation, the state committee of the 
All India Bank Retirees’ Federa-
tion (AIBRF), as part of a nation-
wide agitation programme that 
includes sit-ins, demonstrations 
and hunger strikes.

More than 1,000 retired pen-
sioners Bank of India, UCO 
Bank, Punjab National Bank, 
Central Bank of India, Canara 
Bank, Indian Bank and Union 
Bank joined the demonstration 
and highlighted the fi nancial 
hardships faced by the retirees.

Leaders of the association said 
that while salaries and pensions 
of Central and state government 
employees are revised periodi-
cally, the basic pension of bank 
retirees has not been revised 
for nearly 30 years. They also 
pointed out that pension revi-
sions have already taken place 
Reserve Bank of India and Na-
tional Bank for Agriculture and 
Rural Development (NABARD), 
but similar revisions have not 
been implemented in many na-
tionalised and private banks.

Bank retirees 
protest, seek 
pension revision POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 11: The 
61st edition of Femina Miss In-
dia Grand Finale will be hosted 
at KIIT Deemed to be Universi-
ty in April, marking a fi rst for 
both the institution and Odisha. 
KIIT will become the fi rst uni-
versity in India to host the pres-
tigious beauty pageant, which 
will also be organised in east-
ern India for the fi rst time. 
The decision was formalised 
through the signing of a MoU 
between KIIT and the Femina 
Miss India Organisation in 
Mumbai Wednesday.

The MoU was signed in 
Mumbai in the presence 
of KIIT and KISS founder 
Achyuta Samanta. The sig-
natories included VC Saranjit 
Singh, Director General of the 
KIIT School of Architecture 
SS Ray and Rohit Gopaku-
mar, whose organisation con-
ducts the Femina Miss India 
pageant.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Achyuta Samanta said host-
ing such a prestigious national 
event is a matter of pride and 
honour for KIIT, KISS and the 
people of Odisha.

KIIT to host Femina 
Miss India Grand Finale

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 11: 
The state government has ap-
pointed three contact offi cers 
to coordinate rescue and safe-
ty measures for Odias strand-
ed in the Middle East amid the 
ongoing confl ict in the region.

The decision was taken at a 
review meeting held at Lok Se-
va Bhawan here Wednesday, 
chaired by Chief Secretary 
Anu Garg.

Sucharita Sarangi, Chief 
Resident Commissioner in 
New Delhi, and the Additional 
Chief Resident Commissioner 
joined the meeting virtually. 
Among those present were 
Vijayaketan Upadhyaya, Sec-
retary of the Odia Language, 
Literature and Culture De-
partment and Director of the 
Directorate of Odisha Parivar, 
and Pritish Panda, appointed 
as the nodal offi cer for rescue 
operations.

The Offi ce of the Resident 
Commissioner in New Delhi 
has been designated as the 
nodal offi ce for the matter. The 

offi ce will coordinate with the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) and regularly update 
the Government of Odisha on 
developments regarding the 
rescue and safety of Non-Res-
ident Odias. The Protector of 
Emigrants, a Government of 
India agency responsible for 
the welfare of overseas Indi-
ans, will also remain in touch 
with Odias working abroad 
and assist in rescue and pro-
tection efforts.

Considering the volatile sit-
uation in the Middle East, Anu 
Garg directed all concerned 
departments and offi cials to re-
main alert and continue their 
work with vigilance.

Meanwhile, Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi ex-
pressed deep concern over 
reports of several Odia people 
stranded in the Middle East 
due to the ongoing confl ict in 
the region. 

Emphasising the need to 
ensure their safe return, the 
Chief Minister directed Chief 
Secretary Anu Garg to close-
ly monitor the situation and 

take necessary steps for their 
evacuation. According to the 
CM’s Offi ce, Majhi instructed 
Garg to keep track of devel-
opments and coordinate mea-
sures to facilitate the safe re-
turn of Odia citizens from the 
affected countries.

So far, the OPD has received 
nearly 200 phone calls from 
Odias currently in the Mid-
dle East seeking assistance. 
The directorate has been co-
ordinating with the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) to 
facilitate their safe return to 
India. MEA has also set up a 
dedicated control room and is-
sued a toll-free helpline num-
ber 1800-118-797 for assistance.

Offi cials from OPD are in 
touch with representatives of 
Odia associations in Dubai, 
Abu Dhabi and Bahrain to 
gather updates on the ground 
situation. According to infor-
mation provided by the Minis-
try of External Affairs, around 
65,000 Indians have safely re-
turned to the country from the 
Middle East through special 
fl ights so far.

Govt appoints 3 offi cers to aid 
stranded Odias in Middle East

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 11: Po-
lice have busted a cyber fraud 
syndicate operating in the City 
and arrested three persons for 
allegedly creating and manag-
ing mule bank accounts used in 
online fi nancial scams, offi cials 
said Wednesday.

The arrests were made in 
connection with a case regis-
tered at Chandrasekharpur 
police station March 11, 2026, 
under various sections of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 
and the Information Technolo-
gy Act, 2000. The accused have 
been identifi ed as Jitendra Ku-
mar Rout (26), Shiba Sankar Da-
kua (22) and Goutam Sahoo (19).

According to police, the com-
plaint was fi led by Sub-Inspec-
tor Debadatta Samantaray of 
Chandrasekharpur police sta-
tion regarding the operation of 
the styndicate.

Preliminary investigation re-
vealed that the gang had been 
active in the Chandrasekhar-
pur area for nearly a year. The 
accused allegedly targeted unsus-
pecting individuals, particularly 
residents of slums and nearby 
neighbourhoods, promising them 
easy earnings of  `2,000 to `5,000 
in exchange for opening bank 
accounts in their names.

Cyber fraud racket 
busted; 3 arrested
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Keonjhar, March 11: With the 
Middle East crisis showing no 
sign of abatement and pushing 
the energy crisis further, hote-
liers, restaurant owners as well 
as households in Keonjhar are 
now worried about the availabil-
ity of commercial LPG cylinders, 
even as panic buying continues 
in most parts. This has revived 
the demand for fi rewood and 
charcoal in this district.

Firewood and charcoal have 
long been used for cooking in 
school hostels, roadside eater-
ies and small hotels across ru-
ral and urban areas of the dis-
trict. In several villages, many 
families still rely on fi rewood 
as their primary cooking fuel.

However, over the past decade, 
a large section of urban mid-
dle-class and upper middle-class 
families shifted completely to 
LPG. With fears of supply disrup-
tions and rising prices, many of 
them are now searching for tradi-
tional clay hearths or iron stoves 
as a backup option.

Residents believe the situa-
tion could also affect commu-
nity feasts, political gatherings 

and cultural events, which re-
quire large-scale cooking ar-
rangements.

Despite regulations and 
awareness campaigns, forests 
in Keonjhar district continue 
to face pressure from fi rewood 
collection. Due to weak enforce-
ment, many roadside hotels and 
eateries in the town continue 
to rely on fi rewood. It is also 
widely used during weddings, 
religious rituals and other so-
cial ceremonies.

There are allegations that au-
thorities have adopted a lenient 
approach to fi rewood collection 
in the name of supporting the 
livelihoods of forest-dwelling 
communities. As a result, many 
government and private hostels 
in the district still use fi rewood 
for cooking. Some establish-
ments say it is cheaper than LPG.

Meanwhile, tribals depend-
ing on minor forest produce 
are making hay as demand for 
fi rewood surges. 

Sita Naik, a forest dweller 
who sells fi rewood in the town, 
said the work involves signifi -
cant hardship. “We carry heavy 
loads of fi rewood from forests 
and hills with great diffi culty. 

Earlier, we often had to wait 
long for customers and some-
times sold it at low prices to 
hotels. Now the demand has 
increased and we are able to 
sell the wood more quickly,” 
she said.

Former MLA Pranaballabh 
Nayak warned that the district’s 
forests and environment are al-
ready under strain. If the Middle 
East confl ict continues and LPG 
prices rise or supplies decline, 
more families may return to 
fi rewood-based cooking, which 
could accelerate deforestation.

Environmentalist Bimbad-
har Behera said large quanti-
ties of wood stored in Forest 
department depots often go to 
waste due to poor management.

“If the wood stored in these 
depots is properly managed 
and sold as fuel, the govern-
ment could generate revenue 
and reduce pressure on natural 
forests,” he said.

Experts warn that unless 
reliable alternative fuel ar-
rangements are ensured, the 
growing dependence on fire-
wood could pose a serious 
threat to Keonjhar’s forests 
and fragile environment.

MIDDLE EAST WAR IMPACT

LPG crisis pushes 
fi rewood demand

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paradip, March 11: Odisha’s 
only maritime training insti-
tute, closely linked to the state’s 
long seafaring tradition, is set 
to be privatised with the man-
agement likely to be handed 
over to the Adani Skill Devel-
opment Centre (ASDC) under 
a public–private partnership 
(PPP) model.

Sources said discussions and 
reviews on the proposal have 
reached the fi nal stage at the 
government level, and the pro-
cess is likely to be completed by 
the end of March.

This fi nds mention in a let-
ter (No. 811) issued February 
20, 2026, by the Directorate of 
Ports and Inland Water Trans-
port, Odisha.

It may be noted that Odisha 
Maritime Academy (OMA) at 
Paradip was founded April 3, 
1993, when the then chief minis-

ter Biju Patnaik laid its founda-
tion stone. The academy began 
its courses later that year.

The institute has facilities 
to train and accommodate 
40 students at a time, with 
20 seats reserved for candi-
dates from Odisha and 20 for 
students from other states. 
As each course runs for six 
months, about 80 students get 
the opportunity to study there 
annually. However, facilities 
for female students have not 
yet been introduced.

The academy is currently 
run by the state Commerce 
and Transport department. 
A 15-member governing body 
oversees its functioning. The 
body is chaired by the depart-
ment secretary with secretary 
of the Skill Development and 
Technical Education depart-
ment, chairman and fi nancial 
adviser of Paradip Port, CEO 
of Dhamra Port, the managing 

director of Gopalpur Port, a di-
rector of the Shipping Corpora-
tion of India, a commandant of 
the Coast Guard and represen-
tatives from several shipping 
companies as its members.

The proposed privatisation 
has drawn criticism from the 
Opposition as Congress leader 
Niranjan Nayak alleged that 
the government is working in 
favour of corporate interests. 
“While speaking about Odia 
identity, the government is effec-
tively selling the state’s cultural 
legacy,” he said, adding that the 
party would oppose the move 
through democratic means.

According to the same offi -
cial letter, the 47-year-old Sailor 
Training Centre at Chandbali 
in Bhadrak district is also like-
ly to be privatised.

Efforts to obtain a response 
from Commerce and Transport 
Minister Bibhuti Bhushan Jena 
on the matter were unsuccessful.

Adani set to take over Odisha’s 
lone maritime training institute

PNN & AGENCIES 

Malkangiri, March 11: 
The Forest department 
Wednesday seized 631 In-
dian flapshell turtles near 
the border with Andhra 
Pradesh during a special 
operation in Malkangiri 
district, an officer said.

Acting on a tip-off, Forest 
department personnel of Mo-
tu range under Malkangiri 
forest division conducted a 
raid and seized the turtles 
stored in 38 plastic trays, said 
Malkangiri Divisional Forest 
Officer (DFO) Sai Kiran.

Two persons from Korkulla 
village of Krishna district in 

Andhra Pradesh had illegally 
transported the turtles in a 

van to the Odisha border for 
trading and selling them to 

five persons from the state, 
Kirana said.

All seven people involved 
in the illegal wildlife trade 
were arrested, and the van, 
six mobile phones and two 
motorcycles were seized from 
their possession.

A wildlife offence case has 
been registered, and further 
investigation is in progress, 
said the DFO.

Earlier, March 2, the forest 
officials had seized 210 live 
Indian flapshell turtles being 
allegedly smuggled in a ve-
hicle to Malkangiri district 
from neighbouring Andhra 
Pradesh.

631 Indian fl apshell turtles seized; 7 held

Keonjhar man dies 
from snakebite 
ANANDAPUR: A 45-year-old 
man died after being bitten 
by a venomous snake while 
attempting to rescue it from a 
fi shing net in Keonjhar district 
Wednesday. The deceased was 
identifi ed as Sujit Naik of Kalara 
Gadia under Ghasipura police 
limits in Anandapur sub-division. 
Naik had gone to Baitarani 
River to retrieve fi shing net 
Wednesday, when he found a 
venomous snake trapped in it. 
While trying to free the reptile, 
the snake bit him. He died on the 
way to a hospital in Cuttack.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Berhampur, March 11: Police on 
Wednesday arrested fi ve persons for 
their alleged involvement in the attack 
on a Biju Janata Dal (BJD) leader and 
chairperson of the Sheragada pancha-
yat samiti in Odisha’s Ganjam district.

The victim, Krushna Chandra Nayak, 
60, sustained serious head injuries in 
the attack on Tuesday. He was initial-
ly admitted to MKCG Medical College 
and Hospital in Berhampur and later 
shifted to a hospital in Bhubaneswar for 
further treatment. Family sources said 
his condition remains critical.

The arrested persons have been iden-
tifi ed as Sibananda Gouda (21), Kanha 
Barada (25), Raja Barada (23), another 
Kanha Barada (24), and Jitendra Moha-
rana (39), police said.

Ganjam Superintendent of Police 
Subhendu Kumar Patra said efforts 
are underway to arrest other persons 

allegedly involved in the attack.
According to police, a preliminary in-

quiry suggests that a dispute over certain 
work triggered the incident. The matter 
escalated during a discussion when a 
heated argument broke out. The accused 
allegedly attacked Nayak using chairs, 
police said, adding that the exact cause of 
the assault is under investigation.

Leader of Opposition and BJD pres-
ident Naveen Patnaik alleged that the 
attack was carried out by BJP workers. 
Patnaik visited the hospital and in-
quired about Nayak’s health condition.

Local BJD leaders staged a protest 
in front of Sheragada police station on 
Wednesday, demanding the arrest of 
all those involved. The issue was also 
raised in the Assembly during Zero 
Hour. Meanwhile, BJP leader Kanhu 
Charan Pati said police had already tak-
en swift action by arresting fi ve persons 
and assured that others involved would 
also be apprehended.

5 held for attacking block chairman in Ganjam

POST NEWS NETWORK

Tensa, March 11: A 40-year-
old woman was allegedly 
hacked to death by her nephew 
following a domestic dispute 
at Sanua village under Koida 
police station in Sundargarh 
district Tuesday night.

The deceased was identifi ed 
as Tapaswini Sethi, 40. Accord-
ing to police, the incident oc-
curred after an argument broke 
out between the woman and her 
nephew over some family issue.

In a fi t of rage, the accused 
allegedly attacked Tapaswini 
with an axe, leaving her dead 
on the spot.

On being informed, police 
rushed to the scene and recovered 
the body which was later sent to 
Koida hospital for postmortem. 
Koida police have registered a 
murder case and launched an in-
vestigation into the incident. The 
accused fl ed the scene after com-
mitting the crime. Police said ef-
forts are underway to trace and 
apprehend the accused.

WOMAN AXED TO 
DEATH BY NEPHEW



I n the middle of all the 
chaos in the world, 
Forbes magazine did not 

forget to celebrate its ritual 
of publishing its 40th annual 
World’s Billionaires List on 10 
March 2026. The list not only 
reveals the continuing billion-
aire boom in the numbers and 
the growing concentration of 
power and wealth, but also 
highlights the rise of glob-
al inequality. Fortunes and 
fault lines move together in a 
world of plenty and pleasure 
controlled by so few, while the 
vast majority of people strug-
gle to fulfi l their basic needs 
for a dignifi ed living.

According to the Forbes list, 
there are 3,428 billionaires in 
the world, and their combined 
net wealth has increased from 
$1 trillion in 2000 to $20.1 tril-
lion in 2026. In the last year 
alone, billionaires’ wealth in-
creased by $4 trillion. In 2026, 
400 billionaires were added to 
the list—the highest since the 
publication of the list began 
in 1987. This means the world 
has produced more than one 
billionaire per day over the 
past year while millions of 
people lost their jobs. In this 
year’s list, there are 20 billion-
aires with 12-fi gure fortunes 
as members of the $100 Billion 
Club, collectively owning $3.8 
trillion, while 700 million peo-
ple struggle to survive on $2.15 
per day.

These billionaires are not 
merely the products of their 
own talent, hard work, cre-
ative abilities or family lin-
ages, just as the 700 million 
people living in poverty do 
not suffer because of a lack of 
hard work, skills, or talent. 
The concentration of wealth 
in the hands of a few, and 
the suffering of marginalised 
masses, are products of the 
marketisation of politics in 
which people’s labour gener-
ates profi ts for billionaires. 
States and governments cre-

ate policies that facilitate the 
concentration of wealth by 
perpetuating conditions of 
poverty and inequality under 
the exploitative working con-
ditions of capitalism, which 
defi nes and dominates the 
political economy of capital-
ist development across much 
of the world. Corporate-driv-
en states and governments 
are responsible for producing 
these billionaires, who in turn 
control the state directly and 
indirectly—through funding, 
promoting propaganda for 
electoral manipulation, own-
ing media, consultancies, 
public relations and adver-
tisement industries and infl u-
encing policymaking to serve 
their interests at the expense 
of the people.

Geographically speaking, 
out of a total of 3,428 billion-
aires, more than half (1,757) 
are from the United States 
(989), China (539), and India 
(229). American billionaires 
own the lion’s share of global 
billionaire wealth—$8.4 tril-
lion out of the total combined 
billionaire wealth of $20.1 
trillion. These three countries 
face enormous challenges of 
rising wealth inequality amid 
a continuing billionaire boom, 

which creates very different 
life experiences based on 
ownership, access to power, 
and the everyday struggle to 
survive the pressures of mar-
ginalisation.The ten richest 
Indian billionaires alone own 
more than $1 trillion, while 
India’s GDP today is around 
$4.51 trillion. This not only 
reveals the scale of wealth 
ownership and inequality, 
but also refl ects the nature 
of the state and government 
in India, which appears to 
stand with the billionaire 
class while leaving the work-
ing masses to face a deepening 
cost-of-living crisis.

The profi t-making market 
machine is never dull for 
these individual billionaires, 
as the state and government 
stand fi rmly behind them. 
Meanwhile, working people 
make all the money: they pro-
duce all the goods and provide 
all the services, harvest all the 
food, and construct all the 
schools, colleges, universities, 
roads and communication 
networks, houses, and hospi-
tals. Yet they themselves often 
suffer from hunger, homeless-
ness, illiteracy, and ill health. 
These conditions are not acci-
dental; they are the outcome 

of the design of the capitalist 
system. In this process, bil-
lionaires have effectively 
transformed democracy into 
a form of billionaire oligarchy 
and society into an orderly 
marketplace of commodities, 
where profi t over people has 
become the rule rather than 
merely an outcome.

The Forbes list not only 
reveals the scale of wealth 
concentration as a form of 
economic injustice rooted in 
different regimes of capitalist 
exploitation, but also points to 
the political structures that fa-
cilitate such an economic sys-
tem—one that benefi ts 3,428 
billionaires who are not bless-
ed by gods or goddesses, but 
by the policies of states and 
governments across the world. 
In a world of 8.3 billion people, 
only a tiny fraction—the 3,428 
billionaires—live lives of ex-
traordinary privilege, while 
the vast majority struggle to 
manage and survive in 2026. 

This billionaires club rep-
resents a class network of 
collaboration and cooperation 
without territorial bound-
aries, fuelling the forward 
march of right-wing reaction-
ary forces and their war-mon-
gering imperialist agendas. 
As cheerleaders of capital-
ism, they preside over a sys-
tem that ruins the lives and 
livelihoods of people in order 
to amass wealth, undermines 
citizenship rights, and erodes 
economic justice—thereby 
breeding inequality and ex-
ploitation, the very lifeblood 
of capitalism. Therefore, the 
struggle against the capital-
ist system remains central 
to ensuring a more equitable 
distribution of wealth and to 
building an egalitarian soci-
ety grounded in fairness and 
justice in all its forms.

The writer teaches 
at the London 

Metropolitan University.

Since returning to offi ce last year, US President Donald Trump has 
ordered military strikes from the Caribbean and eastern Pacifi c 
to Africa and the Middle East, targeting alleged drug-smuggling 

boats and suspected terrorist groups. He has attacked Venezuela and 
kidnapped its leader, Nicolás Maduro. And he has joined Israel in a 
large-scale assault on Iran that amounts to a major escalation from last 
year’s strikes, which supposedly “obliterated” the country's nuclear 
facilities. Meanwhile, he is tightening a noose around Cuba, in the 
hopes that the resulting humanitarian crisis will open the way for a 
“friendly takeover” of the island by the United States.

As Trump acts with open contempt for international law, China is 
taking notes. The Cuba model, in particular, offers a useful blueprint 
for Chinese President Xi Jinping to apply in pursuing his “historic 
mission” of “reunifi cation” with Taiwan. This is a live demonstration 
of how a superpower can strangle a country into submission.

Modern societies depend on a handful of critical systems such as 
food, water, transportation, and communications. But one system 
rules them all: energy. Electricity powers water pumps, refrigera-
tion, health care, digital networks, and industrial and agricultural 
production. Once the grid begins to fail, so do all other critical sys-
tems – and social stability. This makes countries 
that depend heavily on imported fuel to generate 
electricity fundamentally vulnerable.

For Cuba, which has long depended primarily 
on oil purchased from Venezuela and Mexico, 
Trump has exploited that vulnerability by im-
posing a complete blockade on fuel deliveries. 
Millions of people have lost access to electric-
ity. Water-pumping stations have shut down. 
Tractors and delivery trucks sit idle, leading 
to food-price spikes, food shortages, and rising 
hunger. Hospitals struggle to function amid 
intermittent blackouts.

The suffering is the point: it is the lever 
Trump is using to apply pressure to the re-
gime, whose fall, Trump glibly maintains, 
is imminent.

For Xi, such a coercive siege of Taiwan 
might be more appealing than a full-scale am-
phibious invasion across the Taiwan Strait, 
which would be fraught with logistical chal-
lenges and likely draw in the US and Japan. 
Instead of fi ring missiles at Taipei or storm-
ing Taiwan’s beaches, China could declare a 
maritime quarantine or customs-inspection 
regime around the island, with Chinese coast-
guard vessels stopping energy tankers bound 
for Taiwanese ports for “safety checks” or “an-
ti-smuggling operations.”

Even modest disruptions could quickly 
create supply bottlenecks. Given that Tai-
wan imports nearly all of its fuel (mostly 
liquefied natural gas), and maintains barely 
two weeks’ worth of reserves, a line of LNG 
tankers waiting offshore could trigger cas-
cading shortages within weeks. Like Cuba, 
Taiwan would face blackouts, which would 
disrupt its water and health-care systems. 
Industrial production, including the semi-
conductor plants that power the global dig-
ital economy, would grind to a halt. The goal would not be imme-
diate surrender, but rather gradual exhaustion.

This gradualism is essential. A single dramatic act would jolt the 
international system, forcing others to respond. But a steady rise in 
“routine” ship inspections, producing increasingly long delays and 
escalating economic and social pain, offers no such shocking moment. 
Each step appears insuffi cient to justify a major military response. 
This is no Trumpian innovation: Xi is a master of such tactics, which 
have enabled him to make major strategic gains, such as in the South 
China Sea and the Himalayas, without fi ring a single shot.

In Taiwan’s case, China could simply wait until the economic and 
humanitarian crisis that it created became severe enough to justify 
moving in to “stabilize the island” and “rescue its people.” As with 
Trump’s “friendly takeover,” which makes geopolitical coercion sound 
like corporate restructuring, the logic is that of a protection racket: 
create the problem, then step in to “solve” it.

All this could unfold under a shroud of legal ambiguity. While a 
formal naval blockade would be regarded as an act of war under in-
ternational law, a quarantine or inspection regime could be presented 
as law enforcement, rather than military action. China’s government 
– which insists that Taiwan is a Chinese province, not a sovereign state 
– would likely portray maritime inspections as an internal matter of 
administrative enforcement.

Would Japan and the US risk war with a major nuclear power and 
the world’s second-largest military spender over actions portrayed 
as customs enforcement? Would they want to take responsibility for 
a crisis-stricken Taiwan? The answer may well be no, especially at 
a time when the US is hemorrhaging blood and treasure, owing to 
Trump’s multiplying military adventures abroad.

Other countries would be even less likely to jump to Taiwan’s de-
fense. Just as the US is using tariff threats to prevent third countries, 
such as Mexico, from providing oil to Cuba, China could leverage its 
central role in global trade and its chokehold on rare-earth supplies 
to deter opposition to a siege of Taiwan.

Great powers study each other closely. What works for one becomes 
a template for others, now and in the future. In this sense, what is 
happening to Cuba is not a one-off tragedy; it is a rehearsal and a 
test. If the world sits silently by as Trump strangles Cuba, with its 11 
million people, Xi will see little reason not to apply the same strategy 
against 23 million Taiwanese.

The writer is Professor Emeritus of Strategic Studies at the 

New Delhi-based Center for Policy Research and Fellow at the 

Robert Bosch Academy in Berlin.
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SPECTRUM POLICY

Protecting Odisha’s GI heritage

Tamil Nadu politics

Sir, For decades the political landscape in Tamil Nadu has been 
dominated by the Dravidian ideology, which strongly emphasiz-
es Tamil identity, language, and culture, often positioning itself 
against the “North Indian” or “Hindi-imposing” infl uence of the 
BJP. The state has a well-entrenched, long-standing, and highly 
competitive two-party system (DMK and AIADMK) that has ruled 
for over 50 years, making it extremely diffi cult for a third party to 
gain a foothold. The inherent clash between the Tamil narrative of 
Dravidian politics and Hindutva’s religious narrative has stymied 
the BJP's progress in the state. Efforts to appropriate Tamil culture, 
such as the Kashi Tamil Sangamam and praise of Thirukural and 
Thiruvalluvar, have hardly yielded the anticipated electoral results 
for the saffron party. Consequently, the BJP and Sangh Parivar 
have not evolved into a substantial force, capable of challenging the 
entrenched dominance of the Dravidian political parties in Tamil 
Nadu. No wonder Chief Minister MK Stalin has been consistently 
criticizing the BJP-led Centre for undermining federalism and ig-
noring TN interests, affi rming the DMK's continued dominance.
 Ranganthan Sivakumar, CHENNAI

Do not give way, hold tight. It is 
when everything seems lost that 
all is saved.
 THE MOTHER THE BILLIONAIRE BOOM

INEQUALITY

Sambalpuri weaving is old-
er than most Indian insti-
tutions we treat as sacred. 

The double ikat technique prac-
ticed in Bargarh and Nuapatna 
predates the Constitution, the 
Railways, and certainly pre-
dates any government scheme 
designed to protect it. For cen-
turies, the craft sustained itself 
not through state patronage but 
through an unspoken contract 
between the weaver, the com-
munity, and the buyer. Trust 
embedded in thread.

That contract is being bro-
ken. Quietly, effi ciently, and 
largely without consequence. 
Search any major Indian e-com-
merce platform for Sambalpuri 
sarees today. The results are 
dominated by power-loom cop-
ies, priced at Rs 400 or Rs 600, 
carrying regional labels that 
actual weavers spent genera-
tions earning. Nobody is being 
prosecuted. Nobody in the dig-
ital supply chain is being held 
responsible. The GI tag that 
Sambalpuri fabric carries, a 
legal instrument meant to pro-
tect geographical origin, has 
essentially become decorative 
in the online marketplace.

The numbers behind this are 
not disputed. National surveys 
on handloom sector viability 
have consistently recorded that 

nearly six in ten weavers across 
India have lost measurable 
market share to machine-made 
imitations over the last decade. 
In Bargarh district, where the 
craft is not a cottage industry 
but the primary economy for 
nearly 30,000 families, weavers 
earn between Rs 250 and Rs 350 
daily. Skilled, experienced, ir-
replaceable workers paid less 
than what a food delivery rider 
earns in an urban tier-two city 
on a slow afternoon.

This is the context inside 
which the state’s Digital Odis-
ha push is happening. The state 
has real digital ambitions. Start-
up Odisha, Mo Sarkar, ONDC 
integration, broadband reach 
into districts that previously 
had nothing. These matter. But 
somewhere in the enthusiasm 
for digitisation as progress, a 
harder question is being avoid-
ed: digitisation for whom?

Because right now, the 
digital economy is working 
exceptionally well for counter-
feiters. It has lowered their dis-
tribution costs, expanded their 
reach, and given them access to 
the same marketplace branding 
that genuine weavers use. The 
playing fi eld is not level. It is 
tilted, and the tilt has been en-
gineered by policy neglect.

The authentication tools to 

address this are not experi-
mental. AI-driven digital wa-
termarking, already standard 
in pharmaceutical exports 
and premium fashion supply 
chains, can be adapted to em-
bed cryptographic provenance 
into every GI-certifi ed textile 
at the point of registration. A 
buyer anywhere in the world 
scans a code and knows exact-
ly which cluster produced the 
fabric, under which certifi ed 
weaver’s registration. Telan-
gana ran a version of this for 
Pochampally ikat from 2021, 
and early data showed certifi ed 
weavers recovering a 15 to 18% 
price premium through verifi ed 
channels alone. Odisha has the 
institutional scaffolding, the 
GI registrations, and the digi-
tal infrastructure to replicate 
this. What it has not produced 
is the policy decision to do so.

The middleman problem 
compounds everything. Field re-
search across Odisha’s weaving 
districts shows rural craft pro-
ducers consistently capturing 
only 20 to 25% of the fi nal retail 
price of their own work. The 
rest is extracted across interme-
diary layers whose only real ad-
vantage is information: who is 
buying, at what price, through 
which platform. Generative AI 
tools built for Odia-language, 

low-literacy interfaces can 
close that gap. The transaction-
al infrastructure for direct arti-
san-to-buyer commerce already 
exists in India’s digital public 
stack. But without GI-authen-
ticated digital storefronts and 
weaver-facing pricing tools, 
that infrastructure serves the 
aggregator, not artisan.

Odisha needs a GI Data Gov-
ernance Policy. Not a para-
graph inside an IT roadmap, 
but a standalone legal frame-
work with teeth. Mandatory 
digital registration of certifi ed 
artisans, criminal liability for 
counterfeit digital listings, a 
grievance process that does not 
require a lawyer or a data plan 
to navigate and a state-backed 
authenticated marketplace that 
routes buyers directly to veri-
fi ed producers.

The craft is not dying from ir-
relevance. It is being starved by 
a policy environment that cel-
ebrates digital growth without 
asking who it is actually grow-
ing for. That question deserves 
a serious answer. Before the 
looms go quiet for reasons that 
have nothing to do with skill.

The writer is a policy 

researcher working on 

governance, development 

policy, and AI ethics.

Fortunes and fault lines move together in a 
world of plenty and pleasure controlled by 
so few, while the vast majority of people 
struggle to fulfi l their basic needs for a 

dignifi ed living 

OUT OF A 
TOTAL OF 3,428 
BILLIONAIRES, 

MORE THAN 
HALF ARE FROM 

THE UNITED 
STATES, CHINA, 

AND INDIA Great powers 
study each 

other closely. 
What works 

for one 
becomes a 

template for 
others, now 

and in the 
future. In this 

sense, what 
is happening 

to Cuba is 
not a one-off 

tragedy; it is a 
rehearsal and 

a test

Bhabani 
Shankar Nayak

Brahma Chellaney

RIGHT NOW, 
THE DIGITAL 

ECONOMY 
IS WORKING 

EXCEPTIONALLY 
WELL FOR 

COUNTERFEITERS 

Sagari Gupta

WISDOM CORNER

If you don't like something, change it. If you can't change 
it, change your attitude.  
 MAYA ANGELOU

Our virtues and our failings are inseparable, like force and 
matter. When they separate, man is no more. 
 NIKOLA TESLA

We cannot change anything until we accept it. 
Condemnation does not liberate, it oppresses.
 CARL JUNG

Exam integrity

Sir, News reports about a QR code on some question pa-
pers of the Class 12 CBSE mathematics paper redirect-
ing to a YouTube video of an English song has triggered 
confusion, curiosity  and discussion among the teaching 
fraternity, students and parents . Normally a QR code is 
set by the board on papers as part of security features 
to verify the genuineness and to ensure the integrity 
of question papers. The Central Board of Secondary 
Education has issued a clarifi cation stating that the se-
curity of the question papers remains uncompromised. 
The board has stated that the matter has been viewed 
seriously and necessary steps are being taken by it to 
ensure that such issues are not repeated in future. The 
nation’s prime education board should be more careful 
in designing question papers and ensuring proper QR 
codes to avoid such embarrassments.  Let us not forget 
that the public have become more tech savvy and are 
much more responsive to cyber related matters.  

M Pradyu, KANNUR

 FOCUS
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Shillong, March 11: The Me-
ghalaya government Wednes-
day postponed the April 10 
elections to the Garo Hills 
Autonomous District Council 
(GHACD) in view of recent vi-
olence that claimed two lives 
in the region, as mobile inter-
net services were suspended 
in five districts.

Curfew has also been im-
posed in West Garo Hills and 
East Garo Hills districts, a day 
after the Meghalaya High Court 
struck down a notifi cation mak-
ing Scheduled Tribe certifi cates 
compulsory for fi ling nomina-
tions for the GHACD polls that 
led to the violence.

The notification sought to 
bar non-tribals from contest-
ing the GHADC elections in a 
departure from the practice 
that continued for over seven 
decades. “Dear friends, look-
ing at the current situation in 
Garo Hills and understanding 
the difficulties people are fac-
ing at the moment, the Gov-
ernment of Meghalaya has 
decided to postpone GHADC 
elections,” the chief minister 
said in a video clip.

He said the decision was 
taken after reviewing the cur-
rent law and order situation 
in the Garo Hills and consid-
ering the difficulties being 
faced by the people.

The Meghalaya High Court 

Tuesday cancelled a notifi -
cation issued by the GHADC 
making ST certifi cates compul-
sory for election nominations, 
and observed that it bypassed 
proper legislative procedures.

The notification was issued 
by the chief executive mem-
ber of the council following 
a resolution of the Executive 
Committee last month.

However, the high court 
noted that the Executive Com-
mittee could only propose 
rule changes, which must 
be approved by the District 
Council and the Governor 
before taking effect.

“The notification cannot 
pass legal scrutiny and is set 
aside and quashed,” the court 
said, disposing of the writ pe-
tition. Home Principal Secre-
tary FR Kharkongor said that 
mobile internet services were 

suspended across five dis-
tricts in western Meghalaya 
after several incidents of 
violence linked to the tribal 
council elections threatened 
to disrupt public order.

The suspension covers the 
districts of West Garo Hills, 
East Garo Hills, South Garo 
Hills, North Garo Hills and 
South West Garo Hills, and 
will remain in force until 
further orders, he said.

The order was issued after 
reports from the police and 
deputy commissioners indi-
cated that incidents over the 
GHADC polls could disturb 
public peace and tranquillity 
in various parts of the Garo 
Hills region.

Social media platforms “are 
likely to be used for transmis-
sion of information through 
pictures, videos and text, having 

the potential to cause serious 
breakdown of law and order,” 
Kharkongor said in the order.

Meanwhile, curfew has 
been imposed in West Garo 
Hills and East Garo Hills 
districts following violent 
protests linked to the GHADC 
election process.

Two persons were killed 
in police fi ring at Chibinang 
in West Garo Hills Tuesday 
during clashes that erupted 
amid protests by sections of the 
Garo community against the 
attempt of non-Garo candidates 
in the fi ling of nominations.

Several incidents of arson, 
assault on civilians and the 
gathering of large crowds 
were reported in Tura and 
other locations across the re-
gion, officials said.

Former MLA E Mominin 
was also allegedly assault-
ed by a group of protesters 
during the unrest, and the 
Leader of Opposition Mukul 
M Sangma lodged an FIR ac-
cusing him of making provoc-
ative speeches, following 
which the violence spread.

The controversy erupted af-
ter objections were raised by 
groups in the Garo Hills over 
the participation of non-Ga-
ro communities in the nomi-
nation process for the tribal 
council polls.

In an order, the district 
magistrate of South West 
Garo Hills prohibited the sale 
of petrol and diesel in jerry 
cans, bottles and other con-
tainers with immediate effect 
in the district to prevent any 
disruption of law and order.

However, the issuance of 
diesel for mobile towers and 
road construction compa-
nies will continue as per the 
standing order of the Deputy 
Commissioner (Supply), the 
order said.

While the GHADC primar-
ily represents the Garo tribe 
under the Sixth Schedule of 
the Constitution, non-Garo 
residents have in the past 
participated in the elector-
al process in constituencies 
where they are eligible vot-
ers, officials said.

TRIBAL COUNCIL ELECTION UNREST

Meghalaya postpones Garo Hills polls 
The controversy erupted after objections were raised by groups in the Garo Hills over the

 participation of non-Garo communities in the nomination process for the tribal council polls

HUNDREDS HOLD PROTEST IN MANIPUR
IMPHAL: Hundreds of people, mostly women, staged a demonstration here 
Wednesday, demanding identifi cation of illegal immigrants through NRC or 
any other exercise before the census in Manipur, police said. A scuffl e broke 
out between demonstrators and security personnel when the agitators tried 
to march outside the Khwairamband market, one of the largest women-run 
markets in the country, prompting the police to fi re several rounds of tear gas 
shells to disperse the mob, a senior offi cer said. Three women sustained minor 
injuries during the protest, he said. During the protest march, the demonstrators 
held placards with “Identify outsiders” written on them and raised slogans like 
“No NRC, No Census”. They attempted to march outside the market areas but 
were stopped by security forces. “When they tried to breach police barricades, 
security personnel fi red several rounds of tear gas shells to disperse the 
protesters,” the offi cer said. In another development, volunteers of ‘Campaign 
for Just and Fair Delimitation’ locked the offi ce door of the State Academy of 
Training at Takyel in Imphal West district. They claimed that the census-related 
training was underway at the academy offi ce. The JFD members demanded that 
displaced persons return to their original homes before the census is conducted.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pilibhit, March 11: A 50-year-old 
woman in Uttar Pradesh’s Pilibhit 
district, who had been declared 
“brain-dead” and sent home with 
little hope of survival, showed signs 
of life after an ambulance carrying 
her hit a pothole on a national high-
way.

Doctors subsequently resumed 
treatment and the woman made a 
full recovery nearly 12 days later. 
The incident, which occurred on 
the Bareilly-Haridwar stretch of Na-
tional Highway-74 near Hafi zganj, 
has sparked local discussions -- both 
about the state of road infrastruc-
ture and what many initially de-
scribed as a “miraculous” recovery.

However, a neurosurgeon who 
later treated the woman said her 
revival was not a miracle but likely 
the result of treatment for a suspect-
ed toxic insect or snake bite.

Vinita Shukla, a senior assistant 
in the copy section of Pilibhit’s judi-
cial courts, had fallen unconscious 
February 22 while doing household 
chores, her family said.

According to her husband, 
Kuldeep Shukla, she had earlier 
complained of high blood pressure 
and taken medication before sud-
denly collapsing. She was taken 
to the Autonomous State Medical 
College in Pilibhit, but the doctors 
there referred her to Bareilly in 
view of her critical condition.

“The family then admitted her to 
a private hospital in Bareilly, where 
she remained on ventilator support 
for three days. Doctors later told the 
family that she had little chance of 
survival and discharged her with a 
referral note,” he said.

Kuldeep said that February 24, he 
was bringing his unconscious wife 
back home in an ambulance and 
had informed relatives to prepare 
for her last rites. “Near Hafi zganj, 
the ambulance suddenly hit a large 
pothole, and the vehicle shook vio-
lently. Shortly afterwards, my wife 
began breathing normally again,” 
he told reporters, adding that he im-
mediately asked relatives to halt the 
funeral preparations.

He then rushed her to Neurocity 
Hospital in Pilibhit for emergency 

treatment.
Family members said that after 

intensive care at the facility for 
nearly 12 days, Vinita returned 
home Monday.

“She is now conscious and is able 
to speak with us,” Kuldeep said. Dr 
Rakesh Singh, a neurosurgeon at 
Neurocity Hospital, told PTI that 
the woman was brought to him un-
conscious but was still breathing 
faintly.

“During physical examination, 
we noticed a mark on her leg, sug-
gesting a bite from a venomous 
snake or insect,” he said, adding 
that her condition appeared to be 
linked to neurotoxin poisoning 
rather than high blood pressure.

He said based on a medical as-
sessment, doctors administered 
treatment consistent with toxin 
exposure, which eventually led to 
signifi cant improvement.

Singh said earlier tests at the 
Bareilly hospital had shown an 
absence of brainstem refl exes, and 
that her Glasgow Coma Scale (level 
of consciousness) score had dropped 
to three from the normal level of 15, 
indicating deep unresponsiveness.

“Her pupils were dilated, sug-
gesting severe neurological sup-
pression. Further tests revealed 
a high presence of neurotoxins in 
her blood and lymphatic system,” 
he said.

According to the doctor, target-
ed treatment for the toxin helped 
in her recovery over the course of 
nearly 12 days.

While the family described 
the incident as nothing short of 
a “miracle”, the doctor main-
tained that the woman’s im-
provement was “the result of 
timely medical intervention fol-
lowing the suspected toxic bite”.

Pothole jolt ‘revives’ woman 
declared brain-dead in UP

The incident, which occurred on the Bareilly-Haridwar stretch of National 
Highway-74 near Hafi zganj, has sparked local discussions -- both about the state 

of road infrastructure and what many initially described as a ‘miraculous’ recovery

UP cabinet moves to amend 
discriminatory leprosy law

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, March 11: The Uttar 
Pradesh Cabinet Tuesday gave 
its approval to drop objectionable 
references to leprosy-affected 
people in the state’s anti-beggary 
law in line with a direction of the 
Supreme Court to stop discrimi-
nation against them.

Under the proposed amend-
ment, provisions related to 
leprosy will be removed from 
Section 21 of the Uttar Pradesh 
Prohibition of Beggary Act, 
1975 (Uttar Pradesh Bhik-
shavriti Pratished Adhiniyam).

Additionally, these provi-
sions will be aligned with the 
Mental Healthcare Act, 2017, so 
that the law conforms to mod-
ern health and human rights 
standards, the UP government 
said in a statement.

Section 21 of the Uttar 
Pradesh Prohibition of Beggary 
Act, 1975 pertains to “detention 
of persons suffering from cer-
tain diseases”.

This amendment is expected 
to help eliminate discrimina-
tion against persons affected 
by leprosy and ensure that they 
are able to live with dignity and 
respect in society.

Following the cabinet ap-
proval, the proposed Uttar 
Pradesh Prohibition of Beg-
gary (Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
will be presented in the state 
legislature, the statement said.

The Supreme Court July 30, 
2025, had called upon the states 
to summon special one-day as-
sembly sessions or enact an ordi-
nance to amend discriminatory, 
derogatory and demeaning pro-
visions in various laws against 
leprosy-affected persons.

A bench of Justice Surya 
Kant (now the Chief Justice) 
and Justice Joymalya Bagchi 
said the Centre and states will 
be doing great service to these 
people by removing such dis-
criminatory and demeaning 
provisions of law.

“States can call upon a spe-

cial assembly session or a one-
day session instead of waiting 
for a regular monsoon session 
or winter session and remove 
or amend the discriminatory 
provisions against leprosy-af-
fected persons. Where it is not 
possible to call for a session, 
an ordinance can be enacted. 
The state government will be 
doing great service to them,” 
the bench said.

The top court was dealing 
with a batch of PILs, including 
one initiated in 2010 in which 
the bench had earlier directed 
the states to form a committee 
to identify provisions in various 
laws, etc., which discriminate 
against leprosy-affected or cured 
persons, and take steps for their 
removal so that they conform to 
constitutional obligations.

Additional advocate general 
Garima Prashad informed the 
bench that the Uttar Pradesh 
government has identifi ed 
three laws which need to be 
“corrected”.

The petitioners, including 
the Federation of Leprosy Or-
ganisation (FOLO) and legal 
think-tank Vidhi Centre for 
Legal Policy’, have contended 
that over a hundred provisions 
existed, both in central and in 
state laws which discriminated 
against persons affected by lep-
rosy in ways that caused stigma-
tisation and indignity to them.

Under the proposed 
amendment, provisions 
related to leprosy will be 

removed from Section 
21 of the Uttar Pradesh 
Prohibition of Beggary 

Act, 1975

Itanagar: Arunachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu Wednesday 
informed the Assembly that the state 
government will take up the issue of 
alleged violation of the status quo along 
the inter-state boundary in Changlang 
district with the Assam government after 
the Assembly elections in the neighbour-
ing state. Responding to a question by 
BJP MLA Laisam Simai during Question 
Hour, Khandu said he would also direct 
Changlang deputy commissioner and 
SP to coordinate with their counter-
parts in Assam’s Dibrugarh district to 
prevent any escalation of law-and-order 
problems in the disputed areas. Simai 
alleged that despite Arunachal Pradesh 
maintaining status quo in the disputed 
area, offi cials from the neighbouring 
state had made unauthorised visits to 
the zone on 17 occasions and had even 
assaulted local residents. “Even if there 
are any discrepancies, we can look for 
out-of-the-box solutions through discus-
sion with Assam, but offi cially we cannot 
do anything,” Khandu said.

Arunachal CM to raise 
Changlang boundary 
row with Assam



A good 
telecon with 
Foreign 

Minister Sergey 
Lavrov of Russia. 
Shared our 
assessments 
on the West Asia confl ict and 
related diplomatic efforts. 
Also took stock of our bilateral 
cooperation agenda

S JAISHANKAR | EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER

Many people 
believe that 
if a cylinder 

runs out, they 
may have to wait 
up to 25 days 
for a new one. 
Such messages have triggered 
widespread panic

MAMATA BANERJEE | WEST BENGAL CM
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national
DELHI WAS MOST POLLUTED
CITY DURING ’24-25: STUDY 
Delhi was the most polluted city dur-
ing 2024-25, recording the highest 
annual PM2.5 levels and extended 
periods of “severe” air quality in 
winter while Patna was the second-
most polluted city, according to a 
new analysis by Climate Trends

Earlier, people wan-
dered in search of 
oxygen cylinders, now 
they are wandering for 
cooking gas cylinders
AKHILESH YADAV | SP CHIEF

If Maharash-
tra were an 
independent 

country, it would 
rank among the 
world’s top 30 
economies. With 
sustained growth momentum, 
Maharashtra is on track to be-
come India’s fi rst trillion-dollar 
sub-national economy 
in the coming years

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS |  MAHARASHTRA CM

ED summons ex
Bengal edu secy
Kolkata: The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) has 
summoned former West 
Bengal Education secretary 
Manish Jain and expelled 
Trinamool Congress 
leader Kuntal Ghosh in 
connection with the School 
Service Commission (SSC) 
recruitment case, offi cials 
said Wednesday. Both Jain 
and Ghosh have been asked 
to appear at the ED offi ce 
next week for questioning, 
they said. The move comes 
days after former state 
Education Minister Partha 
Chatterjee and Arpita 
Mukhopadhyay were 
summoned in the same case.

Three killed as 
2 bikes collide 
Kushinagar (UP): Three 
men were killed and another 
seriously injured after two 
motorcycles collided head-on 
on a four-lane road in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Kushinagar district, 
police said Tuesday. The 
accident occurred around 11 
pm Monday near the Ghazipur 
temple under the Tamkuhiraj 
police station area, they said. 
According to police, Vijay 
Gupta (24) and his friend 
Golu Maddheshia (27), both 
residents of Padrauna town, 
were returning home on a 
motorcycle after attending a 
‘tilak’ ceremony Monday night.

Woman crushed to
death with stones 
Ranchi: A 40-year-old 
woman was crushed with 
stones to death Wednesday 
in Jharkhand's Sahibganj 
district over a land dispute 
between two neighbours, a 
senior police offi cial said. 
Three members of a family, 
including two women, 
have been arrested in this 
connection so far, he 
said. The incident occurred 
in the Banjhi Futani Hat area 
under the jurisdiction of Borio 
police station.  

Student found 
dead in hostel
Silchar (Assam): A Class 
IX student of a residential 
school in Assam’s Cachar 
district was found dead in 
his hostel, in a suspected 
case of suicide due to 
ragging, police said 
Wednesday. The body of the 
boy, identified as Arindam 
Das from a village near 
Silchar town, was found 
hanging in the bathroom 
of the hostel of the school 
located in Pailapool in 
Lakhipur police station 
area this morning, an 
officer said.

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 11: Acting 
tough against three experts 
involved in drafting of a con-
troversial chapter in NCERT’s 
Class VIII social science book 
containing “offending” con-
tents on corruption in the ju-
diciary, the Supreme Court 
Wednesday directed the 

Centre and all state gov-
ernments to disassociate from 
them. The apex court directed 
the Centre to constitute a com-
mittee of domain experts within 
a week for the purpose of fi nalis-
ing the curriculum of NCERT’s 
legal studies of not only Class 
VIII but higher classes also.

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice Surya Kant was in-
formed that the chapter was 
drafted by the textbook devel-
opment team under the chair-
manship of professor Michel 
Danino and consisting of mem-
bers Suparna Diwakar and 
Alok Prasanna Kumar.

“At the outset, we have no 
reason to doubt that professor 
Michel Danion and his associ-
ates Suparna Diwakar and Alok 
Prasanna Kumar either do not 
have reasonable informed 
knowledge with respect to 
Indian judiciary and/or they 
deliberately and knowingly 
misrepresented the facts in or-
der to project a negative image 
of Indian judiciary before the 
students of Class VIII...,” the 
bench said.

The top court said it sees no 
reason as to why these persons 
be associated in any manner for 
the purpose of preparation of 
curriculum or for fi nalisation 
of textbooks for next generation 
of children.

It directed the Centre, state 

governments and Union Terri-
tories, universities, and public 
institutions receiving govern-
ment funds to “disassociate 
three of them forthwith and 
not to assign any responsibility 
which incur fully or partially 
public funds”.

It said this order, however, 
shall be subject to their ap-
proaching the top court for mod-
ifi cation along with an explana-
tion, if any, they wish to tender.

The bench, also comprising 
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and 
Vipul M Pancholi, said it was 

“equally perturbed” with the 
stand taken by NCERT director 
in his affi davit that the chapter 
has been “duly rewritten”.

The bench said the Centre 
should also revisit the compo-
sition of National Syllabus and 
Teaching Learning Material 
Committee (NSTC), especially 
those with whom the offending 
chapter was digitally shared by 
members of textbook develop-
ment team. It noted that after it 
had passed the February 26 or-
der in the matter, some elements 
in  “so-called social media” had 
acted and reacted irresponsibly.

“We fi rmly believe in catch-
ing the bull by the horn. We 
accordingly direct the Govern-
ment of India to identify such 
sites, the persons behind run-
ning those sites and furnish 
their full details to enable us 
to take suitable action,” it said, 
adding that law must take its 
own course against “mischief 
mongers”. 

The bench directed the Cen-
tre to constitute a committee 
of domain experts which may 
preferably include one former 
senior judge, one eminent ac-
ademician and one renowned 
practitioner in law.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 11: Over-
seas companies having Chinese 
shareholding of up to 10 per cent 
will be eligible to invest in In-
dia under the automatic route 
across sectors; however, the re-
laxed FDI norms will not apply 
to entities registered in China/
Hong Kong or other countries 
sharing land borders with India, 
a senior offi cial said Wednesday.

 The government, however, 
also announced an expedited 
mechanism for clearance to for-
eign direct investment (FDI) pro-
posals of companies from China 
and other countries sharing 
land borders with India, across 
a wide range of sectors.

 Earlier, foreign fi rms with 
shareholders from these land 
border nations owning even a 
single share had to seek manda-
tory approval to invest in India 
in any sector.  The Union Cabi-
net March 10 made changes in 
the press note 3 of 2020 in this 
regard. Under the press note, 
investors from countries shar-
ing land borders with India had 
to seek mandatory approval to 
invest in any sector.

 "All the restrictions for inves-
tors from land bordering coun-
tries (LBCs) are still applicable. 
There is no relaxation so far as 
entities or investors in LBCs 
are concerned. This relaxation 
is only for entities in non-LBCs 
and having benefi cial owners 
from LBCs below 10 per cent 
and non-controlling stake... so 
there are no relaxations so far 
as investments from LBCs are 
concerned," Joint Secretary in 
the department for promotion 
of industry and internal trade 
(DPIIT) Jai Prakash Shivahare 
told reporters here.

 He further explained that if 
a fi rm from a country sharing a 
land border with India provides 
technology and holds even one 
per cent stake, through which 
it may exercise some form of 
control, the investment will 
still require approval through 
the government route.

Tulips bloom at the Tulip Garden ahead of its opening for the public, in Srinagar PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 11: Online 
fraudsters are using new tech-
nology that bypasses security 
features of UPI apps to carry 
out fi nancial transactions, cy-
ber intelligence fi rm CloudSEK 
claimed in a report.

According to the report, the 
fi rm has identifi ed at least 20 
active groups on messaging 
platform Telegram, each with 
over 100 members, where a 
toolkit by the name of “Digital 
Lutera” is being discussed, dis-
tributed, and operationalised.

“This is not just another 
UPI malware variant. Digital 
Lutera represents a structural 
attack on device trust. When 
the operating system itself is 
manipulated, traditional safe-

guards like SIM-binding and 
app signature checks become 
unreliable. If left unaddressed, 
this could industrialize account 
takeovers at scale across the 
digital payments ecosystem,” 
CloudSEK, Threat Researcher, 
Shobhit Mishra said.

CloudSEK claims to have 
done an analysis of one such 
group alone which indicates 
that transactions worth Rs 25 
-30 lakh were processed over 
just two days, highlighting how 
quickly the fraud model is scal-
ing and the number of victims' 
connections.

UPI custodian National Pay-
ments Corporation of India 
(NPCI) said that the digital 
payment has robust checks in 
place to handle “such risks”.

“NPCI has examined the re-

port and clarifi es that robust 
checks and safeguards are al-
ready in place to address such 
risks. UPI is designed with 
multiple layers of security and 
authentication mechanisms to 
ensure that transactions re-

main safe and secure,” an NPCI 
statement said.

NPCI said that it continues 
to work closely with banks and 
ecosystem partners to monitor 
risks and strengthen security 
measures, ensuring that digital 

payments remain safe and reli-
able for users.

SIM-binding has been treated 
as a proof that a bank account 
is securely tied to a specifi c 
device. 

UPI apps process transac-
tions after verifying the SIM of 
the phone number with which 
the account associated with it is 
installed in the mobile phone.

CloudSEK said the attack 
typically begins when a user 
unknowingly installs a mali-
cious APK disguised as some-
thing routine, such as a traffi c 
fi ne notice or a wedding invi-
tation. 

Once installed, the malware 
gains access to the victim's 
phone's SMS permissions.

Once the Digital Lutera tool 
kit is installed , attackers use 

a specialised android frame-
work tool on their own device 
to manipulate system-level 
identity and SMS functions. 
The attacker is then able to in-
tercept registration messages 
meant for the banks and OTPs 
are silently forwarded to Tele-
gram channels controlled by 
the attackers.

The cyber intelligence fi rm 
said that after manipulating 
the android device, it makes 
the UPI app believe that mes-
sages for verification have 
genuinely emanated from the 
smartphone. CloudSEK said 
that it has informed relevant 
regulators and financial insti-
tutions to help them prepare 
and take proactive mitigation 
measures as part of responsi-
ble disclosure.

CloudSEK warns of ‘Digital Lutera’ toolkit targeting UPI users
 ACCORDING TO THE REPORT, THE FIRM HAS IDENTIFIED AT LEAST 20 ACTIVE GROUPS ON MESSAGING PLATFORM TELEGRAM, EACH 

WITH OVER 100 MEMBERS, WHERE A TOOLKIT BY THE NAME OF “DIGITAL LUTERA” IS BEING DISCUSSED, DISTRIBUTED, AND OPERATIONALISED

NCERT BOOK ROW

Disassociate from authors
of judiciary chapter: SC

THE SC HAS DIRECTED THE CENTRE 
TO FORM A PANEL TO FINALISE LEGAL 

STUDIES CURRICULUM IN 
NCERT TEXTBOOKS

THE SC EXPRESSED CONCERNS OVER 
‘OFFENDING’ CONTENT RELATED 

TO CORRUPTION IN THE JUDICIARY 
FOUND IN AN NCERT CLASS VIII SO-

CIAL SCIENCE TEXTBOOK

IT ALSO DIRECTED GOVERNMENTS 
AND UNIVERSITIES TO FORTHWITH 
DISASSOCIATE THE THREE EXPERTS 

WHO DRAFTED THE
 CONTROVERSIAL CHAPTER

THE GOVERNMENT ASSURED THE 
COURT THAT A PANEL OF DOMAIN 

EXPERTS WILL VET ALL FUTURE 
PUBLICATIONS TO PREVENT 

SIMILAR ISSUES

Transfer excise policy case to an ‘impartial’ 
bench: Kejriwal urges Delhi HC Chief Justice
New Delhi:  Former Delhi chief minister and AAP convenor Arvind Kejriwal, 
along with other accused in the excise policy case, Wednesday urged the 
Chief Justice of Delhi High Court, D K Upadhyaya, to transfer CBI's plea 
against their discharge in the case by the trial court from Justice Swarana 
Kanta Sharma to another judge, according to the party.  In a representation 
to the chief justice, Kejriwal claimed he has a "grave, bona fi de, and 
reasonable apprehension" that the hearing in the matter would not be 
impartial and neutral.  The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leaders, including 
Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia, have, in separate representations submitted 
in the High Court through their lawyers, sought the transfer of the case 
to an "impartial" bench of the High Court, the party said in a statement 
Wednesday.  On February 27, the trial court discharged Kejriwal, Sisodia 
and 21 others, pulling up the CBI by saying its case was wholly unable to 
survive judicial scrutiny and stood discredited in its entirety.

IDFC First Bank ‘fraud’: ED registers case
Chandigarh/New Delhi: The Enforcement Directorate registered a money 
laundering case and conducted searches at multiple locations on Wednesday 
in connection with alleged embezzlement of Rs 590 crore from the Haryana 
government's accounts maintained with IDFC First Bank in Chandigarh, 
offi cial sources said. The federal probe agency conducted searches at 
19 premises in Chandigarh, Gurugram in Haryana and Mohali in Punjab 
against various business entities which helped the accused persons get 
accommodation (hawala) entries to conceal the money trail and proceeds 
of crime, they said.  The raids were undertaken after the ED booked a case 
under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) taking cognisance of 
a Haryana State Vigilance and Anti-Corruption Bureau (SV & ACB) FIR.

S N I P P E T S

FDI easing not 
for Chinese fi rms

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 11: As ma-
ny as 28 Indian vessels with 778 
seafarers onboard are stuck in 
the Persian Gulf, a government 
offi cial said Wednesday.

Of these, 24 vessels are on 
the western part of the Strait 
of Hormuz with 677 seafarers, 
while 4 vessels with 101 persons 
are on the eastern side, Rajesh 
Kumar Sinha, Special Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways, said 
in a media briefi ng.

“We are monitoring all the 
vessels actively for their safety 
and security. Authorities, ship 
managers and recruitment 
agencies...are closely coordi-
nating with Indian embassies 
and local authorities to ensure 
safety and render medical assis-
tance to them,” the offi cial said.

The ministry continues to 
closely monitor the prevail-
ing and evolving maritime 
situation in the Persian Gulf 
region and has strengthened 
monitoring and preparedness 
measures in view of the evolv-
ing maritime situation in the 
West Asia region to ensure the 
safety of Indian vessels and 
seafarers, Sinha said. Regular 
interaction with industry and 
stakeholders is being under-
taken to provide all assistance 
to the industry and seafarers. 
Advisories have been issued 
by DG Shipping directing all 
Indian fl ag vessels and Indian 
seafarers to adopt enhanced 

security measures and strictly 
comply with reporting proto-
cols, including submission of 
real-time details. Major ports 
have implemented operation-
al measures, including con-
tinuous monitoring of vessel 
movement in coordination 
with shipping lines and vessel 
agents, real-time assessment 
of developments in the region, 
and regular reporting of ves-
sels and cargo status.Dedicat-
ed 24-hour control rooms are 
operating in the ministry and 
the DG of Shipping. The DG 
Shipping is also maintaining 
contact with ship owners, op-
erators, and assemblies of the 
seafarers to provide timely up-
dates and necessary assistance.

28 Indian ships with 778 
crew stuck in Persian Gulf

‘Welfare of Indian
diaspora in West 
Asia utmost priority’
NEW DELHI: Amid the widening 
military confl ict in West Asia, the 
Indian government Wednesday said 
the welfare of about one crore Indian 
diaspora in the Gulf region is its 
utmost priority. Two Indians were 
killed, and one went missing when 
the merchant vessel they were on 
board came under attack during the 
West Asia crisis, Ministry of External 
Affairs spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal 
said at a news briefi ng Wednesday. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
spoken to several leaders in the 
region, including leaders from the 
UAE, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Jordan and Israel, 
while External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar has also been in regular 
touch with his counterparts in these 
countries, as also Iran.

Representational image

Representational image



We are planning 
cities on Mars,
building AI for 
everything,
and smarter 
phones every 
year.

Meanwhile people still want
clean water,
affordable healthcare,
and birds singing in the morning.

 @hvgoenka
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CENTRE ORDERS TAKEDOWN 
OF 3,100 TELEGRAM CHANNELS
The central government 
Wednesday directed instant 
messaging platform Telegram 
to disable over 3,100 channels 
within three hours for violating 
various provisions of the 
Copyright Act, 1957

During the period of the 
YSRCP government, even 

if all forms of liabilities are taken 
into consideration, the increase 
is... `3.31 lakh crore. As against 
that, the liabilities contracted to 
date (including gross off-budget 
borrowing) by the TDP alliance 
government are `3.2 lakh crore
Y S JAGAN MOHAN REDDY | YSRCP SUPREMO

Kumbh Mela woman 
marries boyfriend
Thiruvananthapuram: 
Monalisa Bhonsle, a young 
woman who shot to fame 
during the Prayagraj Kumbh 
Mela, tied the knot with her 
friend, a Muslim man, at a 
temple in nearby Poovar, hours 
after seeking police protection 
to evade the family’s pressure. 
With a captivating smile and 
beautiful eyes, the Indore girl 
had shot to fame after a virtual 
content creator shared a video 
of her selling rudraksh garlands 
at Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj, 
Uttar Pradesh last year.

Shiv Pratap sworn in 
as T’gana’s 5th Guv
Hyderabad: Shiv Pratap 
Shukla was sworn in as the 
fi fth Governor of Telangana 
Wednesday.  Telangana High 
Court Chief Justice Aparesh 
Kumar Singh administered the 
oath of offi ce to Shukla at Lok 
Bhavan here. Shukla took oath in 
Telugu. Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy and his Cabinet colleagues 
were among those who attended 
the swearing-in ceremony.  
Shukla, who earlier served as the 
Himachal Pradesh Governor, was 
accorded a warm welcome on his 
arrival here Tuesday by Reddy.

Delhi blast: Custody 
of 2 accused extended
New Delhi: A Delhi court 
Wednesday extended by 
fi ve days the custodial 
interrogation of two terror 
operatives allegedly involved 
in the Red Fort area blast 
conspiracy. Special Judge 
Pitambar Dutt extended 
the NIA custody of Zameer 
Ahmad Ahangar and Tufail 
Ahmad Bhat after conducting 
the proceedings in-camera.  
Ahangar from Ganderbal and 
Bhat from Srinagar, Jammu 
and Kashmir, were formally 
arrested by the NIA in February 
for their active involvement in 
the conspiracy related to the 
Delhi blast.

You have the 
opportunity 
to serve 

continuously for 
over 30 years. 
This opportunity 
should make you 
even more responsible. You must 
cultivate humility and humanity

M K STALIN | TN CM

So, I don’t 
think there 
will be 

any shortage of 
LPG. During the 
COVID-19 pan-
demic, when there 
were widespread concerns about 
oxygen availability, the Prime 
Minister personally coordinated 
efforts to ensure supply 
across the country

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

I ask the 
chief min-
ister, how 

many (promises) 
have actually 
reached the peo-
ple? Whether it is 
the complete waiver of jewel loans 
or the reduction in fuel prices to 
the promised extent, this govern-
ment has consistently betrayed the 
trust of the electorate

EDAPPADI K PALANISWAMI | AIADMK GENERAL SECY

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 11: Former 
diplomat Taranjit Singh Sand-
hu was sworn in as the 23rd 
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi 
in a ceremony held at Lok Ni-
was Wednesday.

Chief Justice of Delhi High 
Court Devendra Kumar Up-
adhyaya administered the 
oath of office and secrecy to 
Sandhu in the presence of 
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta 

and other dignitaries.
The chief minister noted that 

Delhi represents a shared heri-
tage of all. She expressed confi -
dence that the Sandhu’s exten-
sive administrative experience 
would provide momentum to 
ongoing development projects 
in the city.

The event was attended by 
Union Finance minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman, External Affairs 
minister S Jaishankar, United 
States Ambassador to India 

Sergio Gor. Also present were 
several diplomats, judges and 
Member of Parliament from 
Delhi, Punjab and other states.

Speaking to reporters after 
the ceremony, Sandhu de-
scribed Delhi as his "Karmbhu-
mi", noting that he attended col-
lege and university in the city 
before serving here as a foreign 
service offi cer. "There are many 
stakeholders and its duty of all 
of us to work together for devel-
opment of Delhi," he said.

Former diplomat Sandhu sworn in as Delhi LG
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Mumbai, March 11: An 
Air India Express Boeing 
737 MAX plane, carrying 138 
people, made a hard landing 
at Phuket airport Wednesday, 
and its two nose wheels got 
detached, leaving the air-
craft stuck on the runway for 
hours, officials said.

Passengers were deplaned 
and taken to the terminal build-
ing. There was no injury to any 
person, a senior DGCA offi cial 
said. According to the offi cials, 
airport operations were tempo-
rarily suspended as the aircraft 
was stuck on the runway and 
was later towed to the bay. The 
aircraft VT-BWQ operated the 
fl ight IX938 from Hyderabad 
to Phuket. "The nose wheels 
have been installed on the air-
craft involved in the incident 

at Phuket airport, allowing 
normal airport operations to 
resume," an Air India Express 
spokesperson said in a state-
ment. It could not be immedi-
ately ascertained for how many 
hours the aircraft was stuck on 
the runway, as well as for how 
long the airport operations 
were suspended. Following the 
incident, the two pilots have 
been derostered, one of the of-
fi cials said, adding that there 
were 138 people, including 6 
crew members. The aircraft 
was involved in a suspected 
hard landing with a bounce on 
runway 9 at the Phuket airport, 
the DGCA offi cial said.

A hard landing in aviation 
parlance is usually an unin-
tentional landing where an 
aircraft hits the ground with 
excessive vertical speed and 
force. "Aircraft is stuck on the 
runway, both nose wheels got 
detached," the DGCA (Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation) 
offi cial said earlier in the day.
 The official said both nose 
wheels of the aircraft were 
replaced as part of routine 
maintenance March 8.

An investigation would be 
carried out by the appropriate 
authority after consultation 
with the Thai aviation author-
ities, the offi cial said.

AI Express plane 
suffers nose-wheel 
damage at Phuket
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New Delhi, March 11: Signa-
tures have been collected by the 
Opposition for a notice seeking 
a motion for the removal of 
Chief Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar on the 
ground of “partisan and dis-
criminatory conduct in offi ce” 
among other charges, sources 
said Wednesday.

The notice is likely to be sub-
mitted to both Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha in a day or two, the 
sources added.

According to a highly placed 
source, seven charges are listed 
against the CEC in the notice 
and they range from “partisan 
and discriminatory conduct in 
offi ce” to “deliberate obstruc-
tion of investigation of elector-
al fraud” and “mass disenfran-
chisement” among others.

A senior MP of the Opposi-
tion familiar with the develop-

ments said they have fi nished 
collecting signatures and the 
notices are more likely to be 
submitted Thursday.

Another senior Opposition 
leader said the notice might be 
submitted Thursday or Friday 
in both Houses.

Around 120 MPs have so far 
signed the notice to be sub-
mitted in the Lok Sabha and 
around 60 MPs have signed 
the notice to be submitted in 
the Upper House, the sources 
added. According to rules, at 
least 100 MPs must sign a no-
tice seeking the removal of the 
CEC in the Lok Sabha and the 
required strength in the Rajya 
Sabha is 50.

The notice has been signed 
by members from all INDIA 
bloc parties, the sources added.

MPs from the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP), which is no longer 
offi cially part of the bloc, have 
also signed the notice, another 

source said.
This is the fi rst time a notice 

will be given seeking the re-
moval of the CEC. Opposition 
parties have accused the CEC 
of aiding the ruling BJP on sev-
eral occasions, especially over 
the ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 

rolls, which they have alleged 
is aimed at helping the ruling 
party at the Centre.

Concerns have especially 
been expressed over the con-
duct of the exercise in West 
Bengal, with TMC supremo and 
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee accusing the poll panel of 

deleting genuine voters.
The process for removing 

the CEC is similar to that for 
the removal of a Supreme 
Court or high court judge and 
only grounds of proven misbe-
haviour or incapacity can lead 
to impeachment.

A motion for removal may be 
introduced in either House of 
Parliament and must be passed 
by a special majority -- a major-
ity of the total membership of 
the House and a two-thirds ma-
jority of the members present 
and voting.

According to the law on the 
appointment of CEC and elec-
tion commissioners, “CEC shall 
not be removed from his offi ce 
except in the like manner and 
on the like grounds as a judge 
of the Supreme Court”, and the 
other election commissioners 
shall not be removed from offi ce 
“except on the recommendation 
of the CEC”.

Oppn collects signatures to seek removal of CEC
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Tiruchirappalli (Tamil Na-

du), March 11: Amid the LPG 
shortage triggered by the West 
Asia confl ict, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi Wednesday 
appealed to people to not pan-
ic and assured public interest 
will be protected. At a poll rally 
here, he tore into the DMK.

Addressing the NDA meeting 
in poll-bound Tamil Nadu, he 
slammed the ruling DMK over 
alleged corruption, dynasty 
politics and broken promises.

The PM expressed confi dence 
of tackling the LPG crisis, 
where short supply of com-
mercial LPG has crippled the 
country's hotel sector.

"I would like to appeal to peo-
ple, let us only spread correct, 
verifi ed information," he said, 
apparently referring to the 
LPG crisis. The confl ict has 
affected whole world's energy 
supply chain, he said. "Today, 
I would like to speak to the 
people of Tamil Nadu about 
the confl ict in West Asia. It 
has affected the whole world's 
energy supply chain. We be-
lieve in the ideology of India 
fi rst. There is no need to panic 
or pay attention to rumours. 
In any situation, we have seen 
how our government always 
puts interests of India above 
everything," he said.

"During Covid pandemic, 140 
crore Indians showed the world 
how mature our nation is. I am 

confi dent that as a nation, we 
will navigate every situation 
successfully," he said.

The PM's comments came 
in the wake of the commercial 
LPG short supply and opposi-
tion criticism over the issue 
and also amidst fears of a pos-
sible shortage of or spurt in 
prices of petrol and diesel in 
the coming days.

Addressing the mega rally, 
attended by all NDA constit-

uents, Modi slammed the 
DMK rule in Tamil Nadu 
and said that people wanted 
a government that worked 
for every family, and not 
just for one family.

Earlier, Modi unveiled inau-
gurated `5,650 crore projects 
and said these projects would 
create thousands of jobs for the 
youth of the state.

Sharpening his attack 
against the DMK, he said, "In 

DMK rule, everything starts 
and ends with one family..."

"In 2021, people of TN 
brought DMK to power; and in-
stead of taking it as a responsi-
bility, they have betrayed the 
mandate."

People know that NDA could 
bring change in Tamil Nadu, he 
said. This was the third rally of 
the Opposition bloc he had ad-
dressed, since January 23.

The AIADMK heads the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance in 
Tamil Nadu and its constit-
uents include the BJP, PMK 
and AMMK.

Further, just like all rivers go 
to sea, all corrupt money in the 
state goes to one family, he said, 
targeting the DMK regime. The 
Dravidian party was infamous 
for its "scientifi c corruption 
model," he alleged.

"Today, the same scientifi c 
graft model is used to make 
Tamil Nadu an ATM for one 
family."

The DMK was "infamous 
for their scientifi c corruption" 
model, he said retorting to par-
ty president and Chief Minister 
M K Stalin's refrain on the Dra-
vidian model of governance, 
and alleged that "ministers may 
change, MLAs may change, 
but power remains only with 
one dynasty."

Targeting DMK in the cash 
for jobs scam, he said when 
jobs were sold for money, the 
dreams of the middle class and 
poor were destroyed.

No need to panic: PM on energy crisis
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New Delhi, March 11: The 
Congress Wednesday demand-
ed a full-fl edged discussion in 
Parliament on the West Asia 
crisis that has led to energy 
shortage, saying the people of 
the country deserve to know 
the truth.

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge said the energy cri-
sis is deepening in the country 
and people are being made to 
suffer the hardships.

"The Modi Government's 
fake 'source based' assurances 
expose its utter incompetence. 
The Union Government pre-
scient about the impending 
war in West Asia. Yet it did 
nothing to secure India's energy 
supply," he said in a post on X.

"The country deserves the 
truth. We demand a full dis-
cussion on this crisis in Par-
liament and the Prime Minister 
must answer the nation," the 
Congress chief said.

He claimed that the farmers 
are fi rst in the line to suffer as 
fuel shortages hit agriculture 
and fertilizer supply.

Rationing of LPG cylinders 
has begun, he said, claiming 
that long queues for refi lls 
are being witnessed at gas 
agencies.

Acute shortage of commer-
cial cylinders - wait of up to 25 
day for domestic cylinders, he 

said, adding that restaurants 
and small eateries are shutting 
down and hoarding and black 
marketing is spreading.

"60,000 tonnes of Basmati ex-
ports stuck. Wheat exports dis-
rupted. Medicine prices likely 
to surge as raw material costs 
rise nearly 30 percent.

"Textile sector facing cascad-
ing cost pressures. Aviation fu-
el rising. Air travel becoming 
costlier. Steelmakers under 
severe input cost pressure.

"From ceramics and glass to 
FMCG and automobiles, every 
sector is feeling the heat. Every 
product likely to become costli-
er," Kharge claimed in his post.

Noting that this pattern of de-
nial is not new, he said during 
demonetisation, "We were told 
cash shortages would end in 
50 days" and said people were 
told that the prime minister 
was ready for any punishment 
they give.

WEST ASIA CRISIS

Kharge seeks 
discussion in Parl

Modi boosts NDA campaign in Kerala
Kochi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi Wednesday boosted the BJP-led 
NDA's election campaign in poll-bound Kerala by attacking LDF-UDF 
politics, accusing the Congress of using the West Asia confl ict for 
"political gains", and reaching out to the Dheevara community. Modi's 
visit to Kerala to attend a series of programmes was marred by political 
controversy, with Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and other LDF 
ministers boycotting the Prime Minister's offi cial event to inaugurate 
infrastructure projects after state PWD Minister P A Mohammed Riyas 
was not invited. Riyas's exclusion prompted the CPI(M) to hurriedly hold 
inauguration ceremonies for two National Highway 66 six-laning projects 
in north Kerala that the Prime Minister was scheduled to launch. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jagdalpur (Chhattisgarh), 

March 11: In a remarkable suc-
cess of the government's fi ght 
against Left Wing Extremism, 
108 Maoists carrying a collec-
tive reward of `3.95 crore sur-
rendered in Chhattisgarh's 
Bastar district Wednesday, 
offi cials said.

Besides a huge stock of weap-
ons, `3.61 crore in cash and one 
kg of gold valued at about `1.64 
crore were recovered from 
Maoist dumps, the highest sei-
zure of cash and valuables from 
a single location in the history 
of anti-Naxal operations in the 
country, Inspector General of 
Police, Bastar Range, Sundar-
raj Pattilingam told PTI.

Union Home Minister Am-
it Shah has set a deadline of 
March 31, 2026, for the eradica-
tion of Naxalism from the coun-
try. Among the surrendered 
Naxalites, six were divisional 
committee members carrying 
a reward of `8 lakh each, as 
per offi cials.

The cadres, belonging to the 
Dandakaranya Special Zonal 
Committee (DKSZC) of Mao-
ists, turned themselves in at 
Jagdalpur, the Bastar district 
headquarters, Pattilingam said.

DKSZC formation of out-
lawed CPI (Maoists) orches-
trated several deadly attacks 
in south Bastar in the past.

Information provided by 
the surrendered cadres helped 
security forces achieve signif-
icant successes, including the 
recovery of weapons, cash and 
other materials from Maoist 
dumps, the offi cial said.

A total of 101 weapons were 
seized, including AK-47, INSAS 
and SLR rifl es, light machine 
guns, .303 rifl es and barrel 
grenade launchers, dealing a 
signifi cant blow to the already 
weakened military capability of 
the Maoist organisation, Pattil-
ingam said.

Among those who surren-
dered were several key cadres, 
including divisional commit-
tee members Rahul Telam, 
Pandru Kovasi and Jhitru 
Oyam from the West Bastar 
division, Ramdhar alias Biru 
from the East Bastar division 
and Mallesh from the North 
Bastar division.

Others included Muchaki, 
commander of the People's Lib-
eration Guerrilla Army (PL-
GA) battalion, and Kosa Man-
davi, a divisional committee 
member from the Andhra-Odi-
sha Border area of Maoists, the 
offi cial said.

The large-scale surrender 
indicated that Maoist ideology 
was weakening and even mem-
bers within the organisation 
were questioning its relevance, 
Pattilingam said.

The PM’s comments came in the wake of the commercial LPG short supply and opposition criticism over the 
issue and also amidst fears of a possible shortage of or spurt in prices of petrol and diesel in the coming days

108 Naxals surrender

People carry a symbolic coffi n during a procession to commemorate the martyrdom of Ali ibn Abi Talib, in Lucknow

PTI PHOTO
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Dubai, March 11: Three 
more vessels have been hit 
by unknown projectiles in 
the Strait of Hormuz, mari-
time security and risk fi rms 
said Wednesday, bringing the 
number of ships struck in the 
region since the Iran confl ict 
began to at least 14.

Shipping along the narrow 
strait has come to a near 
standstill since the Unit-
ed States and Israel began 
strikes on Iran February 28, 
preventing exports of around 
a fifth of the world’s oil sup-
ply and sending global oil 
prices surging to highs not 
seen since 2022.

Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards have warned that 
any ship passing through the 
Strait will be targeted. US 
President Donald Trump has 
threatened to ramp up US at-
tacks on Iran if it continues to 
obstruct the strait.

The Thai-fl agged Mayuree 
Naree dry bulk vessel was 
struck by “two projectiles 
of unknown origin” while 
sailing through the Strait 
Wednesday, causing a fi re and 
damaging the engine room, 
the ship’s Thai-listed opera-
tor Precious Shipping said in 
a statement.

“Three crew members are 
reported missing and be-
lieved to be trapped in the 
engine room,” Precious Ship-
ping said.

“The company is working 
with the relevant authorities 
to rescue these three miss-
ing crew members,” it said, 
adding that the remaining 
20 crew members had been 
safely evacuated and were 
ashore in Oman.

Images provided by the 
Thai navy showed smoke 
pouring out of the back of the 
ship.

Iran’s Guards said in a 
statement carried by the Tas-
nim news agency that the 
ship was “fi red upon by Ira-
nian fi ghters”, suggesting the 
fi rst direct engagement by the 
Guards who have previously 
fi red missiles or drones.

The US Navy has refused 
near-daily requests from the 
shipping industry for military 
escorts through the Strait of 
Hormuz since the start of the 
war on Iran, saying the risk 
of attacks is too high for now, 

sources familiar with the mat-
ter told Reuters. Trump has 
said the US is prepared to 
provide naval escorts when-
ever needed.  
TWO OTHER SHIPS SUSTAIN 
MINOR DAMAGE

Earlier Wednesday, the 
Japan-fl agged container ship 
ONE Majesty sustained minor 
damage from an unknown pro-
jectile 25 nautical miles (46 km) 
northwest of Ras Al Khaimah 

in the United Arab Emirates, 
two maritime security fi rms 
said. Its Japanese owner Mit-
sui O.S.K. Lines and a spokes-
person for Ocean Network 
Express (ONE), its charterer, 
said that the vessel was struck 
while at anchor in the Gulf and 
an inspection of the hull had 
revealed minor damage above 
the waterline.

All crew are safe, they said, 
adding that the vessel remains 

fully operational and seawor-
thy. The owner said the cause of 
the incident remained unclear 
and was under investigation.

A third vessel, a bulk carri-
er, was also hit by an unknown 
projectile approximately 50 
miles northwest of Dubai, 
maritime security fi rms said.

The projectile had dam-
aged the hull of the Marshall 
Islands-fl agged Star Gwyneth, 
maritime risk management 
company Vanguard said, add-
ing that the vessel’s crew were 
safe. Owner Star Bulk Carri-
ers said the ship was hit in the 
hold area whilst anchored. 

There were no crew injuries 
and no listing.

The Guards’ statement in-
cluded a reference to another 
ship, which it said was hit by 
projectiles - usually a reference 
to drones - Wednesday morning. 
Reuters was not immediately 
able to confi rm that report.

P10
THURSDAY | MARCH 12, 2026 | BHUBANESWAR

international
JAPAN MARKS 15 YEARS
SINCE TSUNAMI DISASTER 
Japan marked the 15th anniversary of the earth-
quake, tsunami and nuclear disaster on its north-
eastern coast Wednesday as the government pushes 
for more use of atomic energy. The magnitude 9.0 
earthquake and tsunami March 11, 2011 ravaged 
parts of the region, caused more than 22,000 deaths 
and forced nearly half a million people to fl ee their 
homes, most of them due to tsunami damage

This war must 
be stopped 

before it grows and 
the region as a whole 
is thrown into the fi re. 
If diplomacy is given a 
chance, it is very pos-
sible to achieve this
TAYYIP ERDOGAN | 
PRESIDENT, TURKEY

$1mn for info on 
Indian national 
New York: The FBI has 
increased to $1 million the 
reward for information 
about an Indian national 
wanted for allegedly killing 
his wife in 2015, signifi cantly 
hiking the amount from the 
$250,000 offered previously. 
Bhadreshkumar Chetanbhai 
Patel, 35, was last known 
to be in the Newark, New 
Jersey area. He is wanted 
for allegedly killing his wife 
Palak Patel by striking her 
multiple times with an object 
while they were both working 
at a donut shop in Hanover, 
Maryland, April 12, 2015. Patel 
is on the FBI’s list of ‘Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives’, and the 
federal agency announced 
Tuesday that it is now offering 
a reward of up to $1 million 
for information leading to 
his arrest. The FBI said it is 
“offering up to a $1 million 
reward, which is now the 
standard reward amount for 
fugitives placed on the FBI’s 
Ten Most Wanted Fugitives 
list, increasing from $250,000.”

SA deploys troops 
in Johannesburg 
Johannesburg: Soldiers were 
deployed on the streets of 
South Africa’s biggest city 
Wednesday after the president 
announced plans last month 
to use the army to help police 
fi ght gang violence and illegal 
mining. The soldiers were 
seen in the Johannesburg 
suburb of Riverlea in the 
fi rst major deployment since 
President Cyril Ramaphosa 
said in his annual speech to 
the nation that organised 
crime was the greatest threat 
to South Africa’s democracy 
and economic development. 
South Africa’s police and the 
Department of Defence, which 
oversees the military, did not 
immediately provide details on 
the deployment. Ramaphosa 
said in a notice to the Speaker 
of Parliament that 550 soldiers 
would be involved in an initial 
deployment in the Gauteng 
province, which includes 
Johannesburg, to help combat 
crime and preserve law and 
order.

Pak, B’desh to 
deepen ties
Islamabad: Pakistan and 
Bangladesh committed 
Wednesday to strengthening 
bilateral relations while 
continuing close engagements, 
and expressed concern over 
the “evolving” situation in 
West Asia. The understanding 
was reached during a phone 
call between Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar and Bangladesh’s 
Foreign Minister Khalilur 
Rahman, according to a 
statement by the Foreign 
Offi ce. “Reaffi rming their 
commitment to strengthening 
Pakistan-Bangladesh relations, 
both sides agreed to continue 
close engagement to advance 
bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation,” it read.

We are in a 
moment of 
grave peril 

for the Middle East 
and, actually I be-
lieve, for the wider 
world

TOM FLETCHER |  UN AID CHIEF

They em-
phasised 
their support 

for the Shang-
hai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) 
and BRICS contri-
bution to efforts to de-escalate the 
situation and create conditions for 
achieving a sustainable settlement 
based on a balance of the legiti-
mate interests of all parties

SERGEI LAVROV  | FOREIGN MINISTER, RUSSIA

The EU 
intends to 
provide 

100 million euros 
($115.85 million) in 
humanitarian aid 
to Lebanon

URSULA VON DER LEYEN  |  EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES

Vessels hit in Strait of Hormuz

Dubai, March 11: Two drones 
fell near Dubai’s main airport 
and Bahrain evacuated some 
planes Wednesday, as attacks 
on infrastructure across the 
Gulf continued to disrupt air 
traffi c, hampering efforts to 
restore fl ights as the war on 
Iran entered a 12th day.

The US-Israel war against 
Iran has led to tens of thou-
sands of fl ight cancellations, 
reroutings and schedule 
changes worldwide, shutting 
much of the Middle East’s 
airspace – including Qatar’s 
– due to missile and drone 
threats.

That has plunged aviation 
into its worst crisis since the 
pandemic, as Dubai Interna-
tional Airport (DXB), the bus-
iest hub for global passengers, 
and other regional airports 
are critical transit points for 
long-haul travel.

The confl ict has also dis-
rupted a key oil export cor-
ridor, leading to a spike in 
jet fuel prices, pushing fares 
higher on some routes and 
deepening concern about a 
broader hit to travel demand. 
Time-sensitive air cargo was 
also heavily affected.

Highlighting the ripple ef-
fects of the confl ict beyond the 
Middle East, the government 
in Vietnam warned Wednes-
day that domestic airlines 
may be at risk of fuel shortag-

es as soon as next month.
Bahrain’s Civil Aviation Af-

fairs said Wednesday that sev-
eral Gulf Air aircraft without 
passengers, and some cargo 
airplanes, were relocated to 
alternative airports to “ensure 
the continuity and effi ciency 
of air operations” during the 
crisis.

Tracking data on FlightRa-
dar24 showed several passen-
ger jets moving to locations in 
Saudi Arabia over the past 24 
hours.

Dubai’s media offi ce con-
fi rmed two drones fell near 
Dubai airport, but said air 
traffi c was operating as nor-
mal. Reuters witnesses said 
there was no visible damage 
to the airport. Four people 
were injured.

The attack marked a re-
newed threat after DXB air-
port sustained damage on the 
fi rst day of the confl ict, along-
side Abu Dhabi and Kuwait’s 
international airports.

REUTERS

Dubai, March 11: Iran’s new-
ly-appointed Supreme Leader 
Mojtaba Khamenei was light-
ly injured but is continuing 
to operate, an Iranian offi cial 
told Reuters Wednesday after 
state television described him 
as war wounded.

Khamenei has not been seen 
by Iranians, or issued any pub-
lic statement or message, since 
his selection Sunday by a cler-
ical assembly and is widely ru-
moured to have been wounded 
in the Israeli and US strikes.

Seen as a hardliner close 
to the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps, Khamenei was 
the leading contender to suc-
ceed his father Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, who was killed in 
the first wave of strikes Feb-
ruary 28.

The offi cial did not give de-
tails about when Khamenei 
was injured or why he had not 
made any statement to the pub-
lic since his appointment.

The fi rst air strikes in the 
war were aimed at decapitating 
Iran’s leadership, and besides 
his father, they killed Khame-
nei’s mother, sister and wife, 
state television said.

“His Eminence Ayatollah 
Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei is 
today the heir to the blood of 
his martyred father, his mar-
tyred mother, his martyred 
sister and his martyred wife,” 
a news anchor read out on state 
television, using Khamenei’s 
full titles and honorifi cs.

Middle East airspace 
closures drive up 

cancellations, costs

Oil corridor impact spikes 
jet fuel, worsens industry 

turmoil

Vietnam warns of possible 
fuel shortages from next 

month

As many as 150 US
troops wounded so
far in Iran war

Washington: As many as 150 US 
troops have been wounded in the 
10-day-old war with Iran, two people 
familiar with the matter told Reuters 
Tuesday. The casualty fi gure has not 
been previously reported. Prior to 
Reuters’ publication of the fi gure, the 
Pentagon had only disclosed eight 
US personnel seriously injured. In a 
statement after Reuters published 
its report, the Pentagon estimated 
the fi gure to be approximately 140 
wounded and said the vast majority 
of them were minor. “Since the start 
of Operation Epic Fury, approximate-
ly 140 US service members have been 
wounded over 10 days of sustained 
attacks,” said chief Pentagon spokes-
person Sean Parnell. He said 108 of 
the wounded service members had 
already returned to duty.

� Thailand-fl agged bulk 
carrier damaged off Oman

� Most crew evacuated, 
three feared missing

� Japan-fl agged container 
ship and Greek-owned 
bulk carrier sustain minor 
damage

Drone strikes near Dubai airport 
deepen Gulf aviation chaos

Iran’s new supreme 
leader ‘lightly injured’ 
but active: Offi cial

Iran to target US-Israeli 
economic, banking 
interests in region
Dubai: Iran will target economic and 
banking interests linked to the US and 
Israel in the region, after an attack on 
an Iranian bank, a spokesperson for 
Tehran’s Khatam al-Anbiya military 
command headquarters said  Wednes-
day. An administrative building linked 
to Bank Sepah, one of the country’s 
largest public banks and with historical 
links to the military, was hit overnight 
in Tehran, according to the semi-offi cial 
Mehr news agency. “Following their 
failed campaign, the terrorist US army 
and cruel Zionist regime (Israel) have 
targeted one of the country’s banks,” 
state media quoted Ebrahim Zolfaqari 
as saying. “With this illegitimate and 
uncommon action, the enemy is forc-
ing our hand to target economic centres 
and banks linked to the US and Zionist 
regime in the region,” he added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jerusalem, March 11: Pro-
pelled by growing demand for 
air defence systems, Israeli 
defence industries have reg-
istered impressive gains, sur-
passing Britain to become the 
7th largest global arms export-
er during 2021-25, according to 
a report.

Israel’s leading news portal 
‘Times of Israel’, in a detailed 
report based on the fi ndings 
of the Swedish research in-
stitute SIPRI, the Stockholm 
International Peace Research 
Institute, Tuesday reported 
that India remains Israel’s 
largest purchaser of defence 

equipment.
According to SIPRI, Israel 

exports arms primarily to In-
dia (56%), Germany (21%), and 
the US (7.8%), the report said.

SIPRI published its global 
arms export and import report 
Monday, comparing the arms 
exports of various countries in 
the years 2016-2020 to 2021-2025.

Israel’s share of global arms 
exports climbed to 4.4% in re-
cent years (2021-2025), up from 
3.1% in the previous period 
(2016-2020).

Israel is now the world’s sev-
enth-largest arms exporter and, 
for the fi rst time, has surpassed 
Britain in weapons exports, the 
report said.

Britain’s share of global ex-
ports currently stands at 3.4%.
The US leads the chart of arms 

exporters, followed by France 
(9.8%), Russia (6.8%), Germa-
ny (5.7%), China (5.6%), Italy 

(5.1%) and then Israel (4.4%).
Israel is also the 14th-largest 

arms importer in the world, 
with most of the weapons pur-
chased from the United States 
(68%), followed by Germany 
(31%), and a small fraction from 
Italy (1%).

“The total volume of the 
global arms trade rose by 9.2% 
in 2021-2025 compared to 2016-
2020. European nations more 
than tripled their weapons im-
ports, effectively becoming the 
world’s largest arms-importing 
region,” the report said.

“This growth was driven by 
the global sales of air defence 
systems,” as per the report.

Among other fi ndings, SI-

PRI’s report reveals that Is-
raeli arms sales to Britain 
persisted despite domestic 
British criticism of Israel and 
announcements regarding the 
suspension of negotiations to 
upgrade the trade agreement 
between the two nations.

Besides India, the other sig-
nifi cant buyers of Israeli arms 
include South Korea, Germa-
ny, the Philippines, Singapore 
and Morocco.

Iran, Israel’s arch-rival, 
ranks 25th on the list of the 
world’s largest arms exporters, 
with 73% per cent of its arms 
sales going to Russia, 17% to 
Venezuela and 9% to the Houth-
is in Yemen.

REUTERS

Kerzers, Switzerland, 
March 11: Six people died 
and three were injured in a 
bus fi re in a small Swiss town 
believed to have been caused 
by a man on board who set fi re 
to himself, authorities said 
Wednesday.

Swiss investigators said 
they saw no evidence that 
the man, who one offi cial de-
scribed as “disturbed” and was 
likely among the dead, had in-
tended to commit any kind of 
terrorist attack.

The bus was engulfed in 
fl ames Tuesday evening on a 
road near the centre of Ker-
zers, a town of about 5,000 

inhabitants in the western 
canton of Fribourg, about 20 
km (12 miles) from the Swiss 
capital Bern, police said.

“As for the motive, there 
is absolutely no evidence to 
suggest that this could be a 
terrorist act,” said Raphael 
Bourquin, attorney general 
of the canton of Fribourg.

The victims were aged be-
tween 17 and 65 years old, the 
authorities said, without giv-
ing details on nationalities.

SUSPECT HAD BEEN 
REPORTED MISSING

The suspect, a man of Swiss 
origin who has not been identi-
fi ed, is believed to have board-
ed the bus with bags before 

dousing himself in fl amma-
ble material and starting the 
blaze, offi cials said. He was 
understood to be in his 60s and 
had been reported missing by 
his family, they added.

Investigators were going 
through CCTV footage as well 
as social media posts to un-
derstand the man’s motives, 
and further searches and in-
terviews would take place, 
offi cials said.

Three injured people were 
taken to hospital.

Passengers were seen escap-
ing from the burning bus, pan-
icked and injured. Video after 
the fl ames were extinguished 
showed the charred remains of 
the yellow vehicle.

Israel surpasses UK as 7th largest global arms exporter

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and his daughter Kim Ju Ae observe a missile test launch conducted by the Choe 
Hyon naval destroyer at an unknown location in North Korea  REUTERS

6 DIE IN SWISS BUS BLAZE
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business
CRED GETS PAYMENT AGGREGATOR NOD
India's Cred, backed by Tiger Global and Peak XV, has 
received approval from the country's central bank to 
operate as a payment aggregator, the fi ntech fi rm said 
Wednesday. The licence would allow Cred to sign up 
merchants, collect payments on their behalf across 
payment instruments, and handle settlement and 
refunds. The company managed payments worth Rs 8.5 
trillion ($92.40 billion) for 15 million users in the fi scal 
year ended March 2025, the fi rm said

Around the world, we are 
seeing chip factories, 
computer assembly plants 
and AI factories being 
constructed at unprecedented 
scale. This is becoming the 
largest infrastructure 
buildout in human history
JENSEN HUANG | FOUNDER AND CEO, NVIDIA 

Domestic coal stock 
enough for 88 days
New Delhi: Amid escalating 
tensions in West Asia 
threatening global energy 
supplies, the government 
Wednesday said it is fully 
prepared to meet any 
unprecedented surge in 
coal demand, with overall 
coal stocks at about 210 
million tonne -- adequate 
for around 88 days. This 
year, coal production and 
supply have outpaced 
consumption, leading 
to record-high stocks at 
thermal power plants and 
coal mines. Supplies to the 
non-regulated sector are 
up nearly 14 per cent over 
the previous year. Pithead 
coal stocks at mines of 
Coal India Ltd (CIL) stood 
at 106.78 million tonne 
(MT) April 1, 2025, rising 
to 121.39 MT as of March 
9 this year. Further, there 
is around 6.07 MT of coal 
at the mines of Singareni 
Collieries Company Limited 
(SCCL), another 15.12 MT at 
captive, commercial mines, 
and about 14 MT in transit, 
totalling 156.58 MT, the 
highest ever. This stock is in 
addition to the coal which is 
already available at power 
plants, which is around 
54.05 MT as March 9, 2026, 
adequate for nearly 24 
days at the present rate of 
consumption. "The overall 
coal stock available in the 
country is about 210 MT, 
which would be adequate 
for about 88 days," the 
coal ministry said in 
a statement. The coal 
production in the country 
continues at the same 
pace, building stocks at the 
mine end, for maintaining 
adequate supply to the 
consumers as per their 
requirements, with the 
support of railways. 

SHORT TAKE

The ground-
breaking 
of the new 

battery pack 
manufacturing 
facility marks an 
important step 
in our electric mobility journey 
and reinforces our commitment 
to building a strong domestic EV 
ecosystem

DHEERAJ HINDUJA | EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN, 
ASHOK LEYLAND 

Gone are 
the days 
when each 

country and local 
population confi ne 
themselves to 
food produced 
domestically

RAJIT PUNHANI | CEO, FSSAI 

uoteu

We are 
seeing at the 
national level 

shocks that come 
from a number of 
sources. We are 
talking internation-
al shocks, but there are domestic 
shocks as well... so one important 
developmental consequence of 
maintaining strong fi scal health is, 
of course, to have a buffer when 
shocks hit,

SUMAN BERY | VICE CHAIRMAN, NITI AAYOG 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, March 11: Confl ict 
in West Asia, if prolonged, 
could pose a downside risk to 
India's economic outlook due 
to its impact on crude oil and 
commodity prices, according to 
a report by Crisil Intelligence.

In its base case, the report ex-
pects India's real GDP growth 
to moderate to 7.1 per cent in 
FY27, which is still healthy and 
slightly above potential.

The growth will be supported 
by robust private consumption 
and a mild pick-up in private 
investment.

Private investment senti-
ment is improving with a recov-
ery in private capex underway, 
driven by emerging sectors, ac-
cording to the report.

It also expects export growth 
to maintain momentum, sup-
ported by lower US tariffs 
relative to FY26, steady glob-
al growth and robust services 
exports even as frontloading 
benefi ts fade.

The retail infl ation is likely 
to rise to 4.3 per cent on average 
in FY27 from an estimated 2.5 
per cent in FY26. As food prices 
are expected to remain benign, 
assuming a normal monsoon in 
2026, infl ation should normalise 
from its current lows.

"The reduced weight of food 
in the new CPI 2024 series 
should contain the upside to 
headline from normalising food 
infl ation," the report added.

Headline retail infl ation is 
likely to remain close to the cen-
tral value of the RBI's tolerance 
band. This would allow the cen-
tral bank to hold the repo rate 
and focus on transmitting the 
125 bps rate cut implemented in 
calendar year 2025, Crisil said.

The report expects that poli-
cy rates will remain steady in 
FY27; the cumulative rate cut 
of 125 bps undertaken in calen-
dar year 2025 will continue to 
be transmitted to bank lending 
and deposit rates.

West Asia confl ict poses 
downside risk; India GDP 
growth seen at 7.1% in 
FY27: Crisil Intelligence

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 11: From 
induction cooktops and micro-
waves to fi rewood and solar 
options, restaurants, street 
food vendors and catering busi-
nesses across the country are 
scrambling for alternatives as 
a shortage of commercial LPG 
cylinders begins to disrupt 
kitchens amid the widening 
confl ict in West Asia.

With the government prior-
itising domestic cooking gas 
supply to households as the 
war disrupts global fuel life-
lines, businesses dependent on 
commercial LPG -- from small 
eateries to high-end restaurants 
-- are watching the situation 
anxiously, with some even 
staring at possible closure in 
the days to come.

In national capital Delhi, ir-
regular LPG supply has gripped 
kitchens across the city and 
many restaurants are left with 
stock for a day or two, fearing 
temporary closure and con-
cerns over staff wages. Industry 
representatives say many eater-
ies in the capital are trying to 
manage the situation through 
adjustments.

At the famous 'Chappan Du-
kan' street food hub in Madhya 
Pradesh's Indore, vendors have 
begun swapping traditional gas 
burners for electric appliances 
to keep the city's food culture 
alive. The shopkeepers say 
they will also consider adopt-
ing solar-powered appliances 
if necessary.

Gunjan Sharma, president 

of the city's 56-shop 
Chaat Chowpat-
ty Traders 
Associa-
tion, told 
PTI, "The 
supply 
of com-
mercial 
LPG cyl-
inders 
has been 
stopped. 
Therefore, 
we have 
purchased 
electric applianc-
es and started using 
them."

Similar improvisations are 
being attempted elsewhere, 
with the Indian Railway Cater-
ing and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC) asking catering units 
in its western zone to switch 
to microwave ovens and in-
duction plates. In a commu-
nication issued March 10, the 
IRCTC asked operators of food 
plazas, refreshment rooms and 

'Jan Ahaars' to switch to 
alternative arrange-

ments to maintain 
seamless cater-

ing services 
for travelling 
passengers.

Restau-
rant owners 
and vendors 
in places like 
Puducherry 

and Rajas-
than said 

their kitchens 
are under strain 

as supplies dry up, 
forcing them to reduce 

working hours to manage op-
erations. Roadside restaurants 
remained closed in most parts 
of Puducherry, while eateries 
have reduced their menu in 
some other parts.

The disruption in supply 
has begun to hit businesses 
across Rajasthan. Restaurant 
owners said the shortage is al-
ready affecting kitchens, while 
expenses on weddings are also 

set to increase.
According to the Jaipur 

Catering Dealers Committee, 
the city has nearly 6,000 to 
7,000 restaurants and dhabas 
that depend on commercial 
LPG cylinders. Additionally, 
several hostel kitchens, mess 
facilities and highway eateries 
also use commercial cylinders 
for daily cooking. The wedding 
industry is also worried as the 
disruption comes during an ac-
tive wedding season.

"The current wedding sea-
son continues till March 15 
and will resume again after 
a month's gap. Because of the 
LPG shortage, the cost of a 
wedding could rise by Rs 25,000 
to Rs 30,000," Ravi Jindal, pres-
ident of Rajasthan Tent Dealers 
Association, said.

In Karnataka's capital Ban-

galore, panic enquiries for 
domestic LPG cylinders have 
risen over the last few days, 
dealers said, adding that stocks 
are adequate as of now.

In West Bengal, long queues 
were seen outside gas agency 
offi ces and at LPG dispensation 
centres for auto-rickshaws, 
most of which run on liquifi ed 
petroleum gas, in Kolkata and 
several other cities, including 
Siliguri and Jalpaiguri.

Authorities have also begun 
cracking down on hoarding 
and black-marketing.

The Indian Oil Corporation, 
which supplies LPG cylinders 
to almost 85 per cent of North-
east India, said it has adequate 
stocks to meet the demands 
and its nine bottling plants 
in the region were operating 
at full capacity.

LPG crunch bites restaurants 
ELECTRIC PLATES, MICROWAVES, FIREWOOD

Oil Ministry assures normal LPG supply
New Delhi: Amid the ongoing West Asia confl ict, a senior Oil Ministry 
offi cial Wednesday said that there is no need for panic booking of LPG 
cylinders, and that the normal delivery cycle of two-and-a-half days 
is being maintained. India's crude oil supplies remain secure, Sujata 
Sharma, Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, 
told reporters at a briefi ng. Crude oil is being sourced from non-Strait 
of Hormuz routes, she said. Government measures have led to a 25 
per cent rise in LPG production, according to the ministry. She said 
that there is no need for panic booking of cooking gas cylinders and 
assured that the normal delivery cycle for domestic households remains 
at two-and-a-half days. "Feedback suggests that some panic booking 
and hoarding behaviour by miss-information. I want to clarify that 
our normal deliver cycle for domestic LPG remains around two-and-
a-half days, so I request...there is no need for customers to rush-book 
the cylinders... there is no need for panic booking," she said. State 
governments have been asked to take preventive actions to prevent 
hoarding and black marketing of fuel, according to the ministry. "India's 
crude supply remains secure. Our daily consumption is about 55 lakh 
barrels...through diversifi ed procurement, the volumes we have secured 
today exceed what would normally have arrived through the Strait of 
Hormuz during this period," she said. India imports crude from nearly 
40 countries. The oil marketing companies have secured various crude 
cargoes from different sources, and as a result of this diversifi cation, 
about 70 per cent of India's crude imports are now coming from routes 
outside the Strait of Hormuz, compared with about 55 per cent earlier, 
she added. "As I speak to you today, about two LNG cargoes are headed 
for India, and they will arrive within a few days, which will further 
strengthen the crude supply position in the country," Sharma said.

Concerns over possible shortages have triggered panic buying and hoarding in some places

India 
consumes about 

31.3 million tonne of LPG 
annually. As much as 87% of 

this is in the domestic sector, i.e. 
household kitchens, and the rest in 
commercial establishments such as 

hotels and restaurants

Of this total requirement, as much as 62% 
is met through imports. The US-Israel 

attacks on Iran and Tehran's retaliation 
have shut the Strait of Hormuz, a 

key sea route through which India 
gets 85-90% of its LPG imports 

from West Asian nations, 
including Saudi Arabia 

and Qatar

Induction cooktops, electric kettles sales surge

Sales of induction cooktops and electric kettles have 
surged in the wake of cooking gas supply concerns due 
to the war in West Asia, according to industry players. 
Tata Group's Croma said it has observed a threefold jump 
in demand for induction cooktops over the past few days, 
while Stovekraft Ltd, the company behind the popular 
kitchen appliance brand Pigeon, noted that its average 
weekly online sales have jumped four times.

India's Russian oil purchase surges 50% in March

India's purchase of Russian crude oil has surged 50 per cent in 
March as New Delhi tapped alternate sources to make up for the 
shortfall arising from disruption in the Middle East amid a widening 
military confl ict. India bought about 1.5 million barrels of Russian oil 
this month, up from 1.04 million bpd in February, ship tracking data 
showed. India, the world's third-largest crude importer, sources 88 per 
cent of its oil needs from abroad. It consumes 5.8 million barrels per 
day, of which 2.5-2.7 million barrels came from Middle East countries.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 11: In-
vestors' wealth eroded by Rs 
5.14 lakh crore Wednesday as 
stock markets fell after a day's 
breather due to a surge in glob-
al crude oil prices amid grow-
ing tensions in West Asia.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
tumbled 1,342.27 points or 1.72 
per cent to settle at 76,863.71. 
During the day, it dropped 
1,446.72 points or 1.84 per cent 
to 76,759.26.

The market capitalisation of 
BSE-listed companies faced an 
erosion of Rs 5,14,063.2 crore 
to Rs 4,41,90,196.39 crore ($4.81 
trillion).

Brent crude, the global oil 

benchmark, jumped 5.76 per 
cent to $92.86 per barrel.

"Markets plunged sharply on 
Wednesday, losing over one and 
a half per cent and resuming 
their corrective phase amid 
weak global cues and height-
ened geopolitical tensions. 
Concerns over potential disrup-
tions to crude oil supply, rising 

infl ationary pressures and the 
possible impact on economic 
growth kept participants cau-
tious," Ajit Mishra, SVP, Re-
search, Religare Broking Ltd, 
said.

Additionally, continued for-
eign institutional investor sell-
ing and weakness in the rupee 
further dampened risk appetite, 

he added.
From the 30-Sensex fi rms, 

Bajaj Finance, Axis Bank, Ba-
jaj Finserv, Mahindra & Ma-
hindra, Maruti, Bharti Airtel, 
Trent and Kotak Mahindra 
Bank were among the major 
laggards.

NTPC, Sun Pharma and Pow-
er Grid were the gainers.

Among BSE sectoral in-
dices, auto tumbled 3.06 per 
cent, bankex (2.06 per cent), 
Private Banks index (2.03 per 
cent), BSE Top 10 Banks (2.03 
per cent), fi nancial services 
(1.99 per cent), consumer dis-
cretionary (1.89 per cent) and 
PSU Bank (1.87 per cent).

In contrast, BSE energy, 
healthcare, utilities, oil & gas 
and power were the gainers.

The BSE midcap select index 
tanked 1.55 per cent, and the 
smallcap select index declined 
0.61 per cent.

A total of 2,380 stocks de-
clined, while 1,881 advanced 
and 153 remained unchanged 
on the BSE.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 11: Silver 
price declined by Rs 4,275 to Rs 
2.75 lakh per kilogram in the 
national capital Wednesday, 
while gold gained Rs 900 to Rs 
1.65 lakh per 10 grams amid geo-
political tensions in West Asia.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the white 
metal plunged by Rs 4,275, or 
1.53 per cent, to Rs 2,75,000 per 
kilogram (inclusive of all taxes) 
from Tuesday's closing level of 
Rs 2,79,275 per kg.

However, gold moved high-
er, with 99.9 per cent purity 
increasing by Rs 900, or 0.54 
per cent, to Rs 1,65,600 per 10 
grams (inclusive of all taxes). 
The yellow metal had settled at 
Rs 1,64,700 per 10 grams in the 
previous market session.

Analysts said renewed 
safe-haven demand amid in-
tensifying geopolitical tensions 
supported gold prices, even as 
silver came under pressure.

"Gold traded with a positive 
bias on Wednesday support-
ed by renewed safe-haven de-
mand amid escalating tensions 
in the Iran confl ict and height-
ened geopolitical uncertainty," 
Saumil Gandhi, Senior Analyst 
of Commodities at HDFC Securi-
ties, said. He added that the on-
going escalation will continue to 
act as a tailwind for traditional 
safe-haven assets like gold.

However, bullion was trading 
lower in the overseas trade. 
Spot gold was marginally down 
at $5,189.05 per ounce, and sil-
ver slipped $1.59, or 1.8 per cent, 
to $86.69 per ounce. 

Silver slides `4,275 
to `2.75 lakh/kg

BLOODBATH ON D-STREET

Investors' wealth erodes by `5.14L-cr

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Sambalpur, March 11: RM 
Motors proudly announced the 
grand inauguration of its new 
ProBiking Showroom in Sam-
balpur, featuring the globally 
renowned motorcycle brands 
KTM and Triumph motorcy-
cles. The new showroom aims 
to bring premium motorcycling 
experiences closer to enthusi-
asts across Western Odisha.

The inauguration ceremo-
ny was attended by esteemed 
guests including Rajesh Moha-
patra, managing director, Hi-
manshu Prasad Mishra, circle 
service head, and Asish Bikash 
Sadangi, area service manager. 
Their presence marked an im-
portant milestone in strength-
ening the premium motorcycle 

segment in the region.
The ProBiking showroom 

showcases an exciting line-
up of motorcycles from KTM 
and Triumph, including pop-
ular models such as the Speed 
400 and Scrambler 400X from 
Triumph, along with KTM’s 

renowned Duke, RC, and Ad-
venture series. The facility has 
been designed to offer custom-
ers a premium showroom expe-
rience along with professional 
service support and genuine 
accessories.

Speaking on the occasion, 

General manager Manas Mo-
hanty said the new ProBiking 
showroom refl ects the compa-
ny’s commitment to offering 
premium products and superi-
or service to riders in Sambal-
pur and nearby regions.

Branch manager Gurudev 
Pradhan also highlighted that 
the showroom will serve as a 
hub for the growing community 
of motorcycle enthusiasts in the 
region, providing customers ac-
cess to world-class motorcycles, 
expert guidance, and a vibrant 
riding culture.

With the launch of this new 
facility, RM Motors contin-
ues to strengthen its presence 
in Odisha while promoting 
the spirit of performance 
motorcycling through KTM 
and Triumph.

ProBiking showroom opens in Sambalpur
The outlet showcases an exciting lineup of motorcycles from KTM and Triumph

Punjab & Sind Bank expands 
footprint with Bolangir branch 
Bolangir: Strengthening its pres-
ence in Odisha and reaffi rming its 
commitment to fi nancial inclusion, 
Punjab & Sind Bank inaugurated 
its new branch at Bolangir. The 
branch was inaugurated by the 
Managing Director & CEO of the 
bank, Swarup Kumar Saha, during 
his visit to the state. Speaking on 
the occasion, Saha highlighted 
the bank’s strong commitment 
towards expanding its banking 
network in Odisha and providing 
greater access to fi nancial services 
across the state. He emphasized 
that the opening of the branch is part of the bank’s 
broader strategy to deepen its presence in emerging 
regions and contribute to the state’s economic growth. 
He stated that Punjab & Sind Bank will continue to 
play a proactive role in supporting key sectors such as 
agriculture and MSMEs, which are crucial for employ-
ment generation and rural development. The bank is 
also focusing on promoting Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and 
strengthening fi nancial support to rural entrepreneurs, 
farmers, and small businesses. Saha further noted that 
the bank’s expansion initiatives are aligned with the 
vision of “Vikasit Odisha 2036”, aimed at fostering inclu-
sive growth and empowering local communities through 
accessible banking and credit facilities. 

Bank of Baroda introduces bob 
Women Sapphire Savings Account

Bhubaneswar: Bank of Baroda an-
nounced the launch of an exclusive 
premium savings account for women 
- the bob Women Sapphire Savings 
Account Wednesday. The account 
offers a host of health and wellness 
benefi ts including Rs 10 lakh cancer care 
coverage plan, complimentary online 
doctor consultations for up to six family 
members and concessions on medicines 
and pathology tests. The account also 
offers the very best in banking and 
lifestyle benefi ts. It comes with the 

bob Bhoomi RuPay Select Debit Card that provides premium 
lifestyle privileges such as access to domestic airport lounges, 
complimentary gym membership, health check-up, spa/salon 
session and OTT subscriptions. Account holders will also receive 
a 50% fi rst-year fee waiver in the form of reward points on the 
BOBCARD Tiara Credit Card, a premium, women-centric credit 
card. Further, bob Women Sapphire Savings Account holders will 
benefi t from discounted locker charges, a 50% waiver on home 
loan processing charges, along with a wide range of other bank-
ing privileges. Speaking on the occasion, Dr Debadatta Chand, 
Managing Director & CEO, Bank of Baroda said, "The bob Women 
Sapphire Savings Account refl ects Bank of Baroda's commitment 
to creating meaningful, women-centric fi nancial solutions. By 
combining wellness benefi ts with premium banking and lifestyle 
privileges, our aim is to address the evolving aspirations of 
women, while strengthening our engagement with the growing 
high-value women’s deposit segment.”

Sensex, Nifty plunge 
nearly 2% on 

surging crude prices, 
intensifying West 

Asia tensions



REUTERS

Teahran, March 11: Iran cannot 
participate in the 2026 World Cup 
after co-host the United States 
launched airstrikes against the 
country alongside Israel, killing 
its leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, sports minister Ahmad Don-
yamali said Wednesday.

The United States and Isra-
el launched airstrikes on Iran 
nearly two weeks ago, killing 
the Islamic Republic's supreme 
leader, leading to a region-wide 
confl ict in the Gulf.

"Considering that this cor-
rupt regime has assassinated 
our leader, under no circum-
stances can we participate in 
the World Cup," the minister 
told state television.

The 48-team World Cup will be 
held in the United States, Mexi-
co and Canada from June 11 to 
July 19. "Our children are not 
safe and, fundamentally, such 
conditions for participation do 
not exist," Donyamali said.

"Given the malicious actions 
they have carried out against 
Iran, they have forced two wars 
on us over eight or nine months 

and have killed and martyred 
thousands of our people. There-
fore, we certainly cannot have 
such a presence."

More than 1,300 Iranian ci-
vilians have been killed since 
the US and Israeli airstrikes 
began on February 28, accord-
ing to Iran's UN ambassador, 
Amir Saeid Iravani.

IRAN DRAWN TO PLAY IN LA 
AND SEATTLE

In the draw last December, 
the Iranians were grouped with 
Belgium, Egypt and New Zea-

land. All three of their Group G 
matches were scheduled to take 
place in the US, two in Los An-
geles and one in Seattle.

Iran, who dominated the 
Asian qualifying rounds to 
qualify for the tournament in 
March last year, was the only 
nation missing from a FIFA 
planning summit for World Cup 
participants held last week in 
Atlanta. Reuters has contacted 
the Iranian Football Federation 
for comment, while there was 
no immediate comment from 
FIFA on a replacement if Iran 

followed through with a boycott.
FIFA regulations for the 

World Cup state that any team 
that withdraws from the tour-
nament "no later than 30 days 
before the fi rst match" will 
be fi ned at least 250,000 Swiss 
francs ($320,800) by the FIFA 
Disciplinary Committee.

"Disciplinary sanctions may 
include the expulsion of the 
participating member associ-
ation concerned from subse-
quent FIFA competitions and/
or the replacement of the par-
ticipating member association 
with another member associa-
tion," FIFA's regulations say. 

INFANTINO SAYS PRESIDENT 
TRUMP WELCOMES IRAN TEAM

Earlier, FIFA President Gi-
anni Infantino said he had met 
US President Donald Trump, 
who told him he welcomed 
Iran's participation in the 2026 
Soccer World Cup.

Trump had previously said 
"I really don't care" if Iran par-
ticipated at the World Cup or 
not, but Infantino said he had 
a productive discussion with 
the president.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Paris, March 11: Bayern Mu-
nich and Atletico Madrid took 
giant strides toward the Cham-
pions League quarterfi nals with 
big wins Tuesday. Liverpool and 
Barcelona still have work to do.

Bayern thrashed Atalanta 6-1 
without top scorer Harry Kane 
in the starting lineup. And At-
letico made under-pressure Tot-
tenham coach Igor Tudor pay 
for his bold call to drop fi rst-
choice goalkeeper Guglielmo 
Vicario by racing to a 3-0 lead 
inside 15 minutes. The Spanish 
giant eventually won 5-2.

Liverpool needs to overturn 
a 1-0 defeat to Galatasaray in 
next week's second leg at An-
fi eld and Barcelona needed 
Lamine Yamal's penalty with 
the last kick of the game to 
rescue a 1-1 draw at Newcastle.
Goals galore

Even without the prolifi c 
Kane, Bayern all but sealed its 
place in the last eight with a 
dominant win at Atalanta.

England captain Kane has 

scored 47 goals this season 
for club and country but was 
only fi t enough to make the 
bench and in his absence Mi-
chael Olise scored twice. Serge 
Gnabry and Nicolas Jackson 
each scored and set up goals. 
Josip Stanisic and Jamal Mu-

siala were also on target for the 
German champion.

Tottenham endured a night-
mare start in Madrid, with 
backup keeper Antonin Kinsky 
substituted in the 17th minute 
after his mistakes led to two of 
Atletico's three early goals.

Spurs coach Tudor had opted 
to leave out fi rst choice Vicario 
- a decision that backfi red spec-
tacularly. Kinsky was making 
his Champions League debut 
and his slip and miskick in the 
sixth gave Marcos Llorente the 
chance to open the scoring.

Antoine Griezmann made it 
2-0 for Atletico before Kinsky 
miskicked again and Julian Al-
varez slotted into an empty net.

Kinsky looked inconsolable 
when he was replaced by Vicario, 
who conceded just fi ve minutes 
after coming on - Robin Le Nor-
mand scoring Atletico's fourth.

According stats provider 
Opta, this was the fi rst time in 
Tottenham's history that it has 
lost six games in a row.
Barcelona leaves it late

Five-time European cham-
pion Barcelona was seconds 
away from defeat when Malick 
Thiaw brought down Dani Ol-
mo in the box.

Referee Marco Guida pointed 
to the spot and 18-year-old Ya-
mal had the composure to beat 
Aaron Ramsdale with the home 

fans baying for him to miss. His 
goal was timed at 96 minutes and 
the fulltime whistle was blown 
immediately after his spot kick.
Galatasaray holds advantage 
against Liverpool

First it was Juventus, and 
now Liverpool. Galatasaray is 
cutting a swath through Euro-

pean soccer's giants.
A 1-0 fi rst-leg win in Istanbul 

gave the Turkish champion 
the advantage in this round-
of-16 tie. Mario Lemina's sev-
enth-minute header secured 
the win for Galatasaray, which 
stunned Juventus with a 7-5 ag-
gregate victory in the playoffs.

Bayern, Atletico run riot, Liverpool stumble, Barca stalled
UCL ROUND OF 16

Real Madrid vs Manchester City

Bayer Leverkusen vs Arsenal Bodø/Glimt vs Sporting CP

Paris Saint-Germain vs Chelsea

Night of giants and underdogs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 11: De-
fending champions Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru will 
take on Sunrisers Hyderabad 
in the IPL 2026 opener in Ban-
galore March 28 as the BCCI 
announced the fi rst phase of 
the tournament schedule amid 
concerns around players' trav-
el arrangements due to the on-
going West Asia confl ict.

All matches scheduled at 
the Chinnaswamy Stadium 
remain subject to clearance 
from the Karnataka govern-
ment appointed expert com-
mittee, which is scheduled to 
meet March 13 to assess ven-
ue preparedness in the wake 
of the deadly stampede at the 
stadium last season.

The BCCI announced the 
schedule of the fi rst 20 games 
Wednesday and will unveil the 
full schedule once the dates of 
elections in three states -- Tam-
il Nadu, Assam and West Ben-
gal -- are announced.

Besides the state elections, 
the escalating confl ict in West 
Asia will also be at the fore-
front of BCCI offi cials' minds. 
The war has wreaked havoc to 
international travel with op-
erations of major airports like 
Doha and Dubai being heavily 
restricted.

As a result of that, some of 
the squad members of South 
Africa and West Indies are yet 
to reach home a week after the 
completion of their T20 World 
Cup campaign.

It remains to be seen if IPL 
bound players of those two na-

tions report to their respective 
teams in time.

"There was a substantial 
delay in departure of West In-
dies and South Africa players. 
It would be a tough task to get 
them back to India on time. Plus 
the airfares have gone up sub-
stantially due to the war in West 
Asia," a team offi cial told PTI.

Additionally, hotels across 
India are facing cooking gas 
shortage due to the raging 
confl ict and on Tuesday, the 
central government invoked 
Essential Commodities Act to 
ensure uninterrupted supply of 
domestic cooking gas.

Chennai Super Kings CEO 
Kasi Viswanthan told PTI 
that he is expecting his players 
from the West Indies and South 
Africa -- Akeal Hossein and De-
wald Brevis, to join the team 
well before their IPL opener.

"We are expecting no delays 
from their end," he said.

The second game of the open-

ing weekend will see Mumbai 
Indians host Kolkata Knight 
Riders at the Wankhede Sta-
dium and the opening week-
end will not feature any dou-
ble-headers.

A total of 20 matches will be 
played across 10 venues: Ban-
galore, Mumbai, Guwahati, 
New Chandigarh, Lucknow, 
Kolkata, Chennai, Delhi, 
Ahmedabad and Hyderabad.

"During the season, Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru will 

play five home matches in 
Bangalore and two in Rai-
pur. Punjab Kings will play 
four home matches in New 
Chandigarh and three in Dha-
ramshala, while Rajasthan 
Royals will play three home 
matches in Guwahati and four 
in Jaipur," said the BCCI in a 
statement.

"During this period (the fi rst 
16 days), the tournament will 
feature four double-headers, 
with the afternoon matches be-
ginning at 03:30 PM IST and the 
evening matches commencing 
at 07:30 PM IST.

"Following the opening en-
counter on Saturday, Mumbai 
Indians will take on Kolkata 
Knight Riders at the Wank-
hede Stadium in Mumbai on 
Sunday. The matches sched-
uled in Bangalore are subject 
to clearance from the Expert 
Committee constituted by the 
Government of Karnataka," the 
BCCI added.

RCB to host SRH in opener

A total of 20 matches 
will be played across 
10 venues: Bengaluru, 
Mumbai, Guwahati, 
New Chandigarh, 
Lucknow, Kolkata, 
Chennai, Delhi, 
Ahmedabad and 
Hyderabad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, March 11: Champi-
ons India received $2,639,423 
(approx `25 crore), the biggest 
share from the prize money 
pool after winning the men's 
T20 World Cup at home as the 
ICC Wednesday announced the 
distribution of a record $11.25 
million players' prize fund fol-
lowing the tournament's con-
clusion.

India beat New Zealand by 
a comprehensive 96-run mar-
gin to lift their second succes-
sive trophy.

The total purse refl ects the 
signifi cant increase in ICC 
tournament prize money intro-
duced in 2024, aimed at boost-
ing fi nancial rewards for play-
ers and supporting the global 
growth of cricket.

Runners-up New Zealand 
national cricket team earned 
$1,422,692 (Rs 13 crore approx), 
while semi-fi nalists South Af-
rica and England received Rs 
9.24 crore and $8.96 crore re-
spectively.

Among other top fi nishers, 
West Indies cricket team was 
awarded $538,269, while Paki-
stan team which played all its 
matches in Sri Lanka received 
$522,692.

Further down the distribu-
tion list, Zimbabwe national 
cricket team was allocated 
$491,538 and Sri Lanka received 
$475,962.

Four more teams -- Italy, 
Netherlands, United Arab 
Emirates and Nepal -- each re-
ceived $256,154.

Finally, Canada, Namibia 
and Oman were each award-
ed $225,000. The ICC said the 
prize-money distribution high-
lights its ongoing effort to in-
crease fi nancial incentives for 
players and strengthen cricket's 
development across its member 
nations participating in global 
tournaments and supporting 
the growth of the game across 
its member nations.

INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE 2026IPL fi rst phase 
scheduled March 

28 amid travel 
concerns caused 
by war in West 

Asia

WC winning India 
receive `25 crore 
as prize money

Praveen Kumar leaps 
to gold as India shines 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 11: India's 
star high jumper Praveen Ku-
mar soared to yet another gold, 
dominating his event as the 
hosts collected multiple medals 
on the opening day of the World 
Para Athletics Grand Prix here 
Wednesday.

Praveen, the 2024 Paris 
Paralympics gold medallist, 
dominated the men's T44 high 
jump, clearing 1.96m to take 
the top podium spot. Fellow 
Indians Unni Renu (1.86m) 
and Banti (1.83m) secured sil-
ver and bronze respectively in 
an event largely dominated by 
Indian participation, with lim-
ited foreign entries.

Shailesh Kumar clinched 
gold in the men's T42 high 
jump with a leap of 1.84m, while 
Ramsingbhai Gov Padhiyar 
(1.65m) and Lokesh Mantra 
(1.60m) secured silver and 
bronze respectively, complet-
ing an Indian clean sweep in 
the event.

In the women's 100m T35/
T37 event, Preeti Pal, a double 
bronze medallist at the Par-
is Games, clinched gold after 
clocking 14.46 seconds, pushing 
Margarita Mataeva to second 
place (16.25s), while Karina Ma-
chulskaia took bronze in 17.38 
seconds.

This marks Preeti Pal's sec-
ond major medal in less than a 
year after she had secured sil-
ver at the World Para Athlet-
ics Championships at the same 
venue last year.

In the men's discus throw 
F11/F12, Monu won gold with a 
throw of 34.30m, Praveen Shar-
ma took silver with 32.96m, and 
Sanjay Reddy Neelam secured 
bronze with 30.15m, giving In-
dia another podium sweep.

Indian athletes also dominat-
ed the men's discus throw F37 
event, where Haney won gold 
with a throw of 59.95m, while 
Rishi Raj Rathore secured sil-
ver with 46.25m and Bhavishay 
took bronze with 45.35m.

War hits FIFA WC as Iran bows out

Considering that this corrupt regime has assassinated 
our leader, under no circumstances can we participate 
in the World Cup AHMAD DONYAMALI | SPORTS MINISTER

 48-team tournament to be 
hosted by US, Canada and 
Mexico

Iran sports minister says 
'under no circumstances 
can we participate'

Iranian team scheduled to 
play all three group games 
in US

US and Israel began strikes 
on Iran February 28

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 11: De-
fending champions Delhi Hurri-
canes and Bombay Gymkhana 
Rugby Club booked their places 
in the Men’s Final of the Na-
tional Rugby 15s Championship 
2026 - Division 1 after contrasting 
semi-fi nal victories at the Kalin-
ga Stadium here Wednesday.

In the fi rst semi-fi nal, defend-
ing champions Delhi Hurricanes 
delivered a dominant perfor-
mance to defeat Kalinga Insti-
tute of Social Sciences (KISS) 
83-0, showcasing their attacking 
depth and clinical fi nishing. 

The second semi-fi nal saw a 

closely contested battle between 
Bombay Gymkhana and Future 
Hope Harlequins, with the Mum-
bai side edging out a 13-3 victory. 

Earlier in the day, the Plate 
Semi-Finals saw Bangalore RC 
register a 26-0 victory over Rebels 
RC. In the other Plate Semi-Final, 
Calcutta Cricket and Football 
Club (CC&FC) defeated Sergeant 
Institute Rugby Club 13-3. 

Attention will fi rst turn to the 
Women’s Finals Day Thursday, 
where defending champions 
Odisha RC will take on Future 
Hope Harlequins in the Wom-
en’s Final, while CC&FC and 
Delhi Hurricanes will face off in 
the third-place playoff.

Nat’l Rugby 15s C’ship: Hurricanes, 
Gymkhana set up men’s fi nal clash 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Hyderabad, March 11: The 
Indian Women’s Hockey Team 
secured a dominant 4-1 victory 
against Wales in a Pool B clash 
at the FIH Hockey World Cup 
Qualifi ers 2026 Hyderabad, Tel-
angana.  

Navneet Kaur (29’, 34’, 55’) 
led the attack with three goals 
while Sakshi Rana (7’) also con-
tributed at the GMC Balayogi 
Hockey Ground (Gachibowli 
Hockey Complex) Wednesday 
evening. Though India had 
secured a semi-fi nal berth 
ahead of the fi xture, the result 
ensured they fi nished as ta-
ble-toppers. India will now take 
on Italy March 13 to seal their 
spot in the fi nal. 

India’s speed was on full dis-
play in the fi rst quarter as they 
put immense pressure on their 
opponents with quick break-
aways, despite a high press 
from the Welsh team. The hosts 
took the lead as early as the sev-
enth minute when Salima Tete 

orchestrated a move down the 
right fl ank before Sakshi Rana 
unleashed a powerful reverse 
hit from the edge of the circle 
to give India the advantage. 

India carried the momen-
tum into the second quarter. 
In a penalty corner, Navneet 
powered a low shot into goal to 
double India’s lead. 

India stayed on the prowl 
in the third quarter. In the 
34th minute, a silky run from 
Sakshi earned India a penalty 
corner and Navneet Kaur made 
no mistake in completing her 
brace and making it 3-0. 

It was Betsan Thomas (39’) 
who cut down the defi cit for 
Wales, making the most of mo-
mentary lapse by India in the 
circle, she threaded the ball 
into the net from a tight angle 
to make it 3-1. 

In the fi nal quarter, Wales 
had a chance to turn up the 
pressure on the hosts when 
they were awarded a penal-
ty stroke in the 50th minute, 
but Wales Captain Elizabeth 
Bingham’s shot was off target. 
Navneet then went on to com-
plete her hat-trick converting 
a penalty stroke in the 55th 
minute.

FIH HOCKEY WC QUALIFIERS

Navneet's treble seals
semis berth for India
Women in Blue will now 

take on Italy Friday to seal 
their spot in the fi nal

WORLD PARA ATHLETICS GP


